The religions and religious
ceremonies of all nations

Joseph Nightingale










THE NEW YORK
PUBLIC LIBRARY

AFTOR, LENOX

" I THL.DEN FOUNDARONE




,be@,o)

l)l" /

J IE'.R‘Q SJLZLS VI8

1820.



R S SIS
g X




F — g;h sc:l;:hazSut;

1008_1(:

Digilized by




THE RELIGIONS

AND

RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES

orF

ALL NATIONS:

ACCURATELY, IMPARTIALLY, AND FULLY DESCRIBED;

INCLUDING

CHRISTIANS, BRAHMINS,
MOHAMMEDANS, ann
JEWS, PAGANS,

OF ALL BECTS AND DENOMINATIONS.
———
WITH NUMEROUS ENGRAVINGS.

Tent)) Eoition.

~4

. -'If-
BY THE REV. J/'NIGHTINGALE.

LONDON:

SHERWOOD, GILBERT, AND PIPER,
PATERNOKTER-ROW;

AND BAY BE HAD OF ALL BOONSELLERS IN TOWN AND COUNTAY.

1835.

r'



W.LEWIS,

Priater, 1, Fiach-lanc, Cornhill.



PREFACE.

———

Rap there existed any popular work, exhibiting all Religions
and Religious Ceremonies in a manner similar to the following
Volame, it would not have been added to the number.

Dr. Evane’s liberal work on the Sects and Denominations of
the Christian World, is, professedly, “a Sketch,” and does not
come within the scope and plan of this Volume. It is, how-
ever, an excellent summary and guide to the most popular
Christian Sects ; and in treating of that portion of the religious
world, the aunthor of the present publication has repeatedly
drawn information from it, and has, as often, acknowledged the
obligation.

Mr. BeLLAMY's Volume on all Religions, is a useful com-
pendiom ; yet, not treating originally on the subjects spoken of,
it has not been consalted in this compilatien.

Mrs. Hannat Apams’s View of all Religions, is a good book
of be kind, but appears somewhat objectionable on account of
the plan. It is, moreover, too multifarious in its subjects, and,
of course, too meagre in its details.

Mr. Apaus’s large work is a very excellent book, but too
expensive and bulky for general use.

Abundance of information is to be gleaned from Dr. Rosin-
soN’s invaluable Theological Dictionary, which constitutes a
eomplete Library of Divinity; nor are Mr. Buck’s iwo volumes,
an a similar plan, destitute of great merit ; but both works are,
in a great measure, irrelevant to the present design.

Huro's Religious Ceremonies, and BRoucuToN’s Dictionary,
dat, aboveall, PicART’s great work on Religious Ceremonies,
have furnished ample materials for the purposes of the present
volume. This latter work, however, is now extremely scarce.
It extends to six folio volumes, aud is not to be purchased for
dess than thirly or forty pounds: yet there is nothing of real
interest contained in it, nor in the others above-mentioned,
which has not been incorporated into the performance,

SoLvy~’s splendid work, in four volumes, atlas folio, intitnled
“The Hindoos; a Picturesque Delineation of the Manners,
Customs, and Religious Ceremonies of that People,” has beem
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consulted for much valuable information: nor has there ap-
peared a single bouk of consequence, that could throw any
light on the various topics treated of in theae pages, that bas
been intentionally left anexplored.

Mr. Wanp’s book on the Hindoos, is & greai and valuahle
acquisition to the religion and literature of this country, and
reflects the highest honoar o the talents and principles of the
author, whose mwotives for its publication are evidently of the
purest natare. Of the use that has been made of it in this
work, the reader will have no cause lo camplain,

The information contained in Mr. MiLLS's work on Mobam-
medanism, is ascreditable tobis intelligenceas the style in which
it is conveyed is honourable to the taste and ingenuity of that
liberal and enlightened writer.

It has been the Author's constant aim, te vender this Beok at
ence instructive, moral, and amusing ; and he bas been uni-
formly careful te speak of the pumerous sects and parties, in
such manner as should not give offence to any person; on the
contrary, he has constantly endeavoured to enlighten, improve,
and instruct all. Of Christian sects he has, generally, spoken
as they have spoken of themselves in their owr publications.
He has avoided fulness of detail respecting sects whose dee-
trines and practices are already well-knowm; but bas endea-
voured to devote as much of his work as possible, te interesting
particulars of sects and parties of nations and individumla, whoae
opinions and ceremonies have hitherto been slightly illustrated.

‘Without making the present work a vehicle of his own private
sentiments, the A‘nthor has never failed, when necessary, o
advocate the great cause of religious toleration, and has endea~
voured to impress the mind of his Christian readers with the
necessity of constantly keeping the “ unity of the spirit in the
bond of peace,” a lesson which he and they cannot fail to learn,
while they contemplate the amazing variety of practices amd the
delicate shades of doctrines that exist ameng cumacientiout
men of all denominations and ia all countrics, om subjocts of
peligious faith and practice,
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DESCRIPTION OF ENGRAVINGS.

e —
Plan of the City of Jerusalem to face the Title.

Auricular Confession. [Page 23.]

The Priest in the Confessional, hearing the Confessions
of the people. A female speaks to him through a lattice.
The rest are waiting to be admitted.

Extyeme Unction. |Page 23.]
The Priest in the act of administerng the last said rite
to a dying man.
Elexation of the llost. [Page 56.]

A Roman Catholic Priest at Mass, in the act of raisin
consecrated wafer, after it has been transubstantiat
into the real body of Christ. The Accolites ring a little
bell, holding his garment, that pcople may know what is
then doing, and may behold their Redeemer before them.

Elevation of the Cup. [Puage 56.]
This is the same ceremony as the above, after the wine
has been changed into the real blood of Jesus Christ.
Grand Mass. [Page 61.]

This is the greatest Mass, performed only on particular
amongst the Roman Catholics.

Mass of the Holy Ghost. [Page 62.]

This is a very grand and solemn Mass, peculiarly offered
:e;h' third person in the Trinity of the Roman Catholic
igion,
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Giving the Benediction. [Page 62.]

A Roman Catholic Priest giving the blessing to the
people after Mass.

Procession of the Host. | Page 63.]

A public Procession of the Host, or consecrated wafer,
as practised in Roman Catholic countries; children strew-
ing flowers, &c. in the way.

Procession of Cardinals to the Conclave. [Page 65.]

This is a magnificent Procession of the Cardinals at
Rome going to elect a new Pope.

Reverencing the Pope, [Page. 65.]

This cut describes the manner of what is called kissing
the Pope's toe.

Procession of the Flagellants. [ Page 67.]
Devotees and fanatics amongst the Roman Catholics,
publicly flogging themselves, by way of * mortifying the
flesh.” They are now almost extinct.
Worshipping in St. Patrick’s Cave. [Page 69.]

This is a custom in some parts of Ireland, where the
lame and the sick perform their religious adorations in a
certain cave, named as on the cut.

Passing through the Fire on St. John's Day tn
Ireland. [ Page 69.]

The country people are here described in the act of
passing through the flames, called St. Patrick’s Purgatory.

Baptism in the Russian Church. [Page117.]

A Priest immersing a boy in water.
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Worship in the Armenian Church. [Page 117.)

The Priest in the act of pronouncing a solemn Bene
diction on the People.

Bethlchem. [Page 129.]

The holy town or village of Bethlehem, where our
Saviour was born, is faithfully represented in this cut.

Nazareth. [Page 129.]

The town and country of Nazareth, as it at present
appears, in a valley, is here accurately represented

Grotto of Nazareth. [Page 130.]
The holy Grotto and Manger, the Birth-place of the
Saviour of'y the World, are here faithfully delineated.
The Holy Sepulchre at Jerusalem. [Page 130.]
This Sacred Place, the tomb of the Redeemer, now °
Chapel for Divine worship, is herc shown.
St. Peter’s at Rome. [Page 181.]
8t. Sophia at Constantinople. [Page 181.)

St. Paul's Church. [Page 180.]

This is a view of the great Western entrance and Front
of Bt. Paul's Cathedral, London.

Westminster Abbey. [Page 180.]

This wenerable Church and Abbey are here shown, as
they are seen from the East. Part of Henry VIIth’s Cha-
!:lii&“d the two lofty towers of that ancient and beautiful

ing are here accurately drawn.
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Chureh of England Baptism. [Page 196.]
A Chorch of England Clergymen publicly christening
an infant at the font.
Church of England Sacrament. [Page 196.]
A Clergyman giving the cup in the Lord’s Supper.

Church of England Marriage. [Page 197.]
This is a public wedding according to the forms esta-
blished by law, in the Church, before the Altar
Church of England Burial. [Page 198.]

The Sexton and Grave-digger, in the act of lowering
the Coffin into the Grave, while the Minister reads the
‘uneral Service
Chureh of England Confirmation. [Page 197.]
The Bishop is laying his hands on the head of the young
persons, who kneel round the Communion table, gn the
act of blessing them.
Church of England Convocation. [Page 205.]
The Archbishop of Canterbury holding & Convocation
of the Bishops in the Upper-house of that Assembly.
Lord's Supper in the Kirk of Scotland. [Page 221.]

The Elders are here seen distributing the Sacred Ele-
ments,

Love Feast. |Page 243.]
The Distribution of the Bread and Water to the People.

Prayer Meeting and Exhortation. [Page 243.]
A brother exhorting the People.
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Field Preaching in America. [Page 249.]

This is a Methodist Preacher in the act of addressing
the people, with a Bible in his band : one of his brethren
bolding & hymn-book.

Preaching to the Indians. [Page 249.]

A )rissionary holding out the word of life to the
wondering Indians.

Adult Baptism. [Page 246).

The minister in the act of immersing the subject in the
water.

Jumpers. [Page 246.]
_ Welsh Methodists worked up to a degree of enthusiasm,
singing, jumping, &c.
Quakers' Meeting. [Page 256.]

A Public Friend, or Minister, in the act of addressing
the congregation.

Quakers' Marriage. [Page 256.]
The Bride and Bridegroom in the act of pledging their
faith to each other. ) :
Feast of Mewloud. [ Page 265.]
This represents one of the great feasts of the Moham.
medans, in their mosques.

Mahometans at Prayer. [Page 269.]

These worshippers use various modes and postures in
their adorations; as standing, kneeling, bending, and
prostration ; exhibited in this cut.
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Mahometan Ladies at Prayer. [Page 269.]
Ladies of this Religion worship the Almighty with
similar tokens of humility as the men : standing, bending,
kneeling, and prostrate.

Temple of Mecca and Assumption of Mahomet.
gl of [Pags 2701 %

The Prophet 18 here described as in the act of mounting
to heaven on the miraculous mule, called Alborak,

Ablution. [Page 294.]
Mohammedans performing their ablations, or washings,
as preparatory to prayer.
Grand Seignior returning from Prayer. [Page 295.)

This cut describes the Grand Seignior at Constantinople,
returning in procession from the Mosque afier Prayer
with his oourt and attendants.

Cemetery and Funeral near Constantinople
[Page 296.] y

Mohammedan Priests, &c. walking in Procession to
Funeral.

Procession of the Allah Achbur at Mecca. [ Page 296.)
Mohammedans kissing the black stone at Caaba.
Dancing Dervices. [Page 332.)

Mohammedan fanatics performing their religious dances,
as described by Dr, Clarke.

Procession of a Turkish Wedding. [Page 265.]

Mohammedans walking in solemn procession to a
Marriage.
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Eixposing the Law. [Page 349.)

Thisisa Jewish cercmony: the Rabbi is holding w}
the law of God, written on silk, and exposing it to the
admiration and devout respect of the people in the Syna-
gogue.

Blessing the People. [Page 349.]

This is a Jewish Sym.goEue—The Rabbi and his as-
sistants are pronouncing the Divine Benediction on the

People.
Circumcision. [Page 357.]

The Chief Rabbi holds the child—The assistant who
performs the rite, kneels before him, in a position ready
to execute his sacred office.~Others of the assistants
attend to receive the foreskin, and immediately to apply
ointments, &c. to heal the wound, &c.

Jewish Wedding. [Page 357.]

The Reader in the act of casting the wine glass upon
the floor, as described in the work. The Bride sits, covered
with a veil, on an elevated seat, under a canopy, between
her mother and mother-in-law.

Jewish Ceremony of i alking seven Times round the
Dead. [Page 358.]

The Jews sometimes use this ceremony, chaunting and
singing from little tablets as they walk.

God of Wisdom. [Page 367.]

This is a heathen deity, frequently represented with
four arms; but in this cut with only two. The devotees
arz koeelipg before it ; a female counting or telling her
beads, and others in various acts of worship.
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Creator of the World. [Page 367.]

This Indian god site upon a pedestal, supported om
the back of a tortoise : the grotesque figures are types of
his attributes, and lay hold of a serpent, the type of
eternity. The image in the representation of water, is &
very ancient likeness of our Saviour, found amongst these

people.
Washing of Juggernaut. [Page 374.]

The image of Juggernaut, in the act of being washed
on the banks of the %angs, to avert a patilem:g.

Triumph of Juggernaut. [Page 374.]

The car of Juggernaut drawn in triumph by the people,
with an appearance of artificial horses, when numbers are
often slain under the wheels.

Indian Fakirs. [Page 398.]

Fanatics in the act of inflicting bodily torments om
themselves.

Religious Dance of the Hindoos. [Page 398.]

The Hindoos, particularly the Mendicants, perform vio-
lent dances to excite the admiration of the vulgar.

Hindoo Fakirs. [Page 400.]

Practising various acts of bodily mortification.

Mohadhabat. [Page 400,]

This represents an Indian Juggler, performing various
arts, aided, as he pretends, by the little gods at his feet.
The Indian Jugglers who have visited this country, have
little dolls, or grmed images, with them.
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Gentoo Widow gving to be burnt with Rer dead Hus-
. [Page 400.]

Hindoos in the act of preparing the funeral pyre and
straw, to consume the widow, who is led forward amidst
the encouragements and apprabauon of her friends and
neighbours. i

Worship of Xekia. [Page 423.]

This is one of the modern Chinese deities, seated under
:i:nopy; priests reading and reciting his praises befuro

Religious Ceremonies of the Chinese. [ Page 423.]

Various modes of offering J)erl'ums, and other gifts,
with prostrations, &c. to the deity

Japanese Temple of Apes. [ Page 462.]

Interior of a Temple dedicated to Apes, and filled with
Images of that animal.

Confucius. [Page462.]
The Chinese worshipping before an image of their fa-
mous Philosopber and Apoﬂle Confucius.
Chinese Funeral. [ Peage 441.]
The solemn procession of the Chinese in their funerals
~Carrying the image of Fo, their chief god.
Jeapanese Wedding. [Page 456.)

The bride and bridegroom hold each a torch, and in the
presence of the pries eircﬂm'e a god, hold theln crosswise,
whilst they mlm tbe marriage vows.
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Peruvians dedicating to the Sun. |456.]

The Inca, on his accession to the throne, presenting a
go'den cup to the Sun: He is here kneeling on the steps
of an alter in a temple dedicated to that luminary, and
is in the act of presenting the consecrated cup. ~

Japanese Funeral. [Page 467.]

The Japanese frequently burn their dead bodies before
their gods: the cut describes a procession for this pur-
pose.

Ceylonese Hell. [Page 487.]

The Ceylonese have four heavens and four hells, with
various modes of punishment. When the inhabitants of
a village have been guilty of some great crime, the
priests draw a picture of the punishment awarded to
that crime, and place it before their doors, or in some
conspicuous place, to deter them in future. This cut re-
presente one of :hose pictures.

Calla Sootraya ( Ceylonese Hell). [ Page 487.]
This is another Ceylonese Hell picture.

Laplanders Worshipping their Idols. [Page 487.]

These idolators sometimes cut the trunk of a tree, leaw-
ing a stump of the branches for ears, &c. into a rude figure
of a man, and worship it as a god. They are here described
in the act of sdoration.

Laplanders Sacrificing to their Idols. [Page 487.]
The Priests are cutting open the body of a hog, to offer
the entrails to their god.

Lapland Marriage. [Page 489.]
The Priest, dressed in his robes, is declaring the union
of the man and woman to be eternal.
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aptism i Lapland. [Page 489.]
Thi: cut represents a E)uhlic Baptism of Infants, as per-
formed by the Christian Priests of Lapland.
Coualcoualt, Mexican God of War. [Page 511.]
Priests in the act of praying to and invoking the aid of
their god prior to going to battle.
The Mercury of the Mexicans. [Page 511.]

Priests and their assistants sacrificing birds to their god
ln the shade is a dumb man, coming to seek the benefit of
these oblations.

Tuppaow at Otaheite. | Page 520.]
A Burial Place in that island.

Missionary House at Otaheite. [Page 520.|
The house and grounds as they appeared when Captain
Wilson went on hisscelebrated vo’;aépg“ F
Morai and Altar. [Page 524].
This is a Burying-place and Altar in Otaheite.

Great Morati, at Otaheite. [Page 524.]

This is the Great Burying-place of the Kings, and their
Race of Worship, of this Island.

Idols in Easter Island. [Page 527.]

European travellers are here described in the aet of
measuring and drawing the figure of one of the wooden
gous of the South Sea Islands.
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A Morai, in Tongataboo. [Page 527.]

This cut describes a place of Worship and Buryings
place in this Island, as mentioned by Captain Cooke. and
other circumnavigators.

Invoking the Dead. [Page 512.]

The friends of the deceased are here calling upon him
to tell them what caused him to die. It is a i
superstition

Canadian Marriage. [Page 512.]
The couple holding a stick, and dancing, then changing
sides, and this is the signal of the marriage union.
Mezican Marriage. [Page 529.]

This, represents a Mezican Marriage. The Priest is
here in the act of uniting the persons together in wed-
lock, by tyieg the cormers of their respective garments in
what we call a true-lover's knot.

Siberian Priest, invoking his Deities. | Page 529.)

The priest sounding a sort of drum, in calling upon his
god to cure a sick man.
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ALL RELIGIONS,

AND

RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES.

———m e

OF RELIGION IN GENERAL,

AND OF THE GENERAL QIVISIONS OF THE RELIGIOUS
i o T d

RELIGION, rightly bridgrstang A8 fiotBing iess than a
divine principle owra!inmwc hmnihin hl:% ‘refining,
regenerating, and modlding it into virtuous forms; and
producing virtuous habits; it ‘is the grace, or favour, of
God appearing to all men,—teaching them.

This principle may yet exist with much mental
darkness as to minor views and unessential practices ;
but wherever it does properly exist, it invariably leads to
the same greatend : it uniformly directs tu the same divine
object :—the honour of the Deity, and the happiness of
the human race.

The human mind is as varied in its complexion, charac-
ter, and temperature, as climate and physiognomy ; and
equally multifarious and versatile in its tastes and dis-
cernments. The same object, viewed from different
positions and altitudes, is seen in a different point of
view; and does not, to any two persons, appear in the
name shape and form. From the self-same premises
men draw very different and sowmetimes very opposite con-
clusions ; hence arise clashingopinions and ja rring notions;
bat with truly honest men there are no warring interests ;
—all point to the same goal,—all aspire to the same ob-
ject:—and all, ultimately, arrive at the same end.

B
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Z ALL RELIGIONS, AND RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES.

® There is a most material distinction between truth and
error: for who will venture to assert that all opinions
have the same moral and religious tendency; an equa
influence on the heart; or an equal controul over bhe
will, the affections, and the conduct?

Let us, however, give g hast{' glance at the divisions
and sub-divisions of what may be called the Religious
I¥o2ld ; and, though we cannot reconcile discrepaucies,
let us judge with charity: for Charity is the “child and
the offspring” of true religion ; it is the genius, the essence,
the very spirit of that “bond of peace,”” a Christian
temper. Set that man down as ““ worse than an infidel,”
who, professing the christiaa faith, is yet destitute of chris-
tian love; who caanot contemplate even error itself but
with feelings of hot indignation; abhorring where he
should pity ;—shunning when he should instruct ;—who,
with the faith of a saint, hath neither a saint’s love, nor
a saint’s zeal; but, cold and heartless, or hot and
infuriate, he stays to destroy, or he retires to frown.

Such a person will start with the horrific temper of a
persccutor; or will cast away this book from him, with
the zeal of a bigot, the moment he beholds in what
varied forms mankind have worshipped the comnmon Pa-
rent of all; especially, when he perceives amongst
them, some who, having “ not the knowledge of God,”
nor any comprehension of his revealed law, are “a law
unto themselves,” shewing “ the work of the law written
in their hearts ; their conscience also bearing witness, and
their thoughts, the meanwhile, accusing or else excusing
one another.”

But let us hasten to draw the picture, and attempt
to induce impressions which its beauties or its deformi-
ties may make on the charitable Christian and the true
philosopher.

The Religions of the Worldl may be divided into the
following great classes : The CHRISTIANS,—the JEWS,
—the MAHoMEDANS,—and the PAGANS, or those, who
hold some notions, and adhere to some practices, which,
they imagiue, have reference to a supernatural power;
wiiich notions and practices, to avoid repetition, we call
their Religion.

It 18 generally supposed, that the inhabitants of the
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globe amount, in number, to about 800,000,000: of
these, it has been .thought, there are about 170,500,000
CHRISTIANS; 200,500,000 Jews;* 140,000,000 MaHoO-
MEDANS; and 482,000,000 Pacans. The ingenious
aud impartial author of A Sketch of the Denomina-
tions of the Christian World,” the Rev. Dr. Evans,
has stated, that the Christians may be thus distributed : —
the Greek and Eastern Churches, 30,000,000; the Roman
Catholics, 80,000,000; and the Protestants, 65,500,000 ;
total number of Christians, 175,000,000,

The respectable author above quoted, has furnished a
very curious * schedule” of the Christian sects, in which
s iocluded the origin of the names by which Chris-
tians are distinguished; and in what great points they
may be fitly classed together: as—1. according to their
opinions respecting the person of Christ; 2. according
to their opinions respecting the means and measure of
God’s favour; and, 3. according 1o their opinions re-
specting Church-government, and the administration of
Ceremonics. To these is added a Miscellaneous Class
of Sects, which do not properly come under any one of
the other three heads.

It would be difficult to give any thing like a correct
idea of the respective numbers of the several sects, or
classes of Christians, otherwise than that which has
already been attempted with respect to the Protestants,
Catholics, and Jews,

The Wesleyan Methodists are the only sect who
may be said to ‘“number the people:” at their last
yearly Conference, their numbers, throughout the world,
amounted to 485,148; being a falling off, or rather defi-
ciency, in the old or regular connexion of 8,000, from
their last yearly census, But these seceders should not be
reckoned amongst any other sect, as, properly speaking,
they hold the same doctrines ; they should all be reckoned
amongst the Wesleyan or Arminian Methodists. To the
whole number ought also to be added the new connexion
of Kilbamite Methodists, and some other minor branches
of seceders ; amounting, perhaps, altogether, to not fewer
than 500,000 persons, holding the same faith, and
worshipping in nearly the same way.

* Basage states the number of Jews to be about 3,000,000,
B 2



4 ALL RELIGIONS, AND RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES.

The Calvigistic Methodists are, probably, equal, or
nearly so, in numbers ; and, if we include the Calvinists in
every part of the world, certainly infinitely greater in
number than, perbaps, all the other Protestants put to-
gether,

The Quakers are a pumerous, but not, perhaps, an
increasing body. The Unitarians, including nearly all
the English Presbyterians, and those called Arians and
Sociaians, have greatly increased of late years; but still,
compared with some other sects, they are not numerous
in this country.

The task is certainly formidable that lies before a writer
who bas undertaken, not only to give some account of
the several Sects and Denominations of the Christian
World, but also of the Religion and Religious Ceremonies
of all Nations, including the Jews and the Mabometans ;
of the Hindoos, and the Brumins, generally; of the reli-
gion of the Grand Lama;—of Lapland;—of China;—of
the Kamtschadales ;—of India in general ; —of the Penin-
sula of India beyond the Ganges ;—of the Asiatic Islands;
—of Africa, including Egypt, Barbary, and Abyssinia;—
of Guinea, the Cafires, or Hottentots ;—of the South Sea
Islands ;—and of Paganism and Idolatry in general.

Amongst this vast variety and gontrariety of opinion,
no wonder, if, especially amongst the Christian sects,
whose range of intellect is more enlarged, and whose
faucies are more excursive than others, besides numerous
truly wise, good, and liberal-mninded meu, there should Le
tome pretended prophets; some workers of miracles ;—
some companions of angels; and myvstics, and visionaries
of various kinds. Viewing the suhject, however, as a
whole, we shall discover that religion has a powerful influ-
ence on the human mind, leading it to that which is good,
and directing to *whatsoever is honest, whatsoever is
lovely, whatsoever is true, und whatsoever is of good re-
port;” constantly inviting us to think on those things that
have a direct tendency to produce peace of mind, and to
inspire the most exalted sentiments of peace and good-
will damongst men.

It would bhe desirable 10 conclude this chapter
with a perfectly correct Table of the names and
numbers of the various Religionists of all parties, now
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in the world; but as it is impossible to make suclh a table,
the following may serve as a round estimate, probably,
not very far from the truth, though differing, in a slight
degree, from some conjectures already glven-

L CHRISTIANS. )
Roman Catholics ..cciasssnasissasasnsnssnnsssssss 100,000,000

Greek and Eastern Churches....... vessrsacensnes 36,000,070
Protestant, Lotherao, and Cnlvumhc ‘Charches . ..... 50,000,000
11, JEWS.

Rasnage states the Jews at about.....ouvieavoenne.  $,000,000

11I. MAHOMEDANS,
Of the various tribes of persons following the doctrines
of Islamism, there are about ...cvvvesevesensas 148,000,000

1V, HINDOOS AND OTHER PAGANS ...... 468,000,000

Total ..... 800,000,000

In England, Ireland, and Wales, the number of Reli.

gionists of various sects and denominations may be esti-
mated nearly as follow :

1. Chorch of England® .......c.cvvivvnerennnsanass 5,000,000
2. Roman Catholiest .....covvininnnnn sessasreasssss 3,400,000
8. Presbyteriaps, who are (in England,) chiefly Uni-

tarians, Arians, and General Baptists ........ 60,000
4. Quakers and Moravians......c.o0unen vesssrsaesss 60,000
5. Wesleyan Methodistsf ......0eevvuvneennnennno. 500,000
6. Baptists, of various kinds, exclusive of General

Baptists ovcveene.. APy — . 60,000
1. Independents, including the Whitficldians, and other

Calvinistic Metbodists ............ reesasssases 110,000
8. Swedenborgians ........... ssassssasnsssnsaansss 20,000

9. Miscellaneons minor Sects vovvvvvvvsnrvrncerssaas 15,000
10, Resident JeWs. . uurssinacesasssssesannsnnsnnss 15,000
11. Deists, Theopilanthropists, and other Free-thinkers. 25,000

* The number of Livings in England and Wrles is ahove 10,500,

+ In England and Wales there are about 300,000, of whom 5,000
arein London, There are 800 Catholic churches and chlpcls in
Eogland.

§ The Wesleyan Methodists *“ all over the world,” exclusive of the

:h'l- Comnexion and some others, amounted last yesr to nearly
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OF CHRISTIANITY IN GENERAL.

THE term CHRISTIAN simply means followers of
Christ. The name was given to the disciples of Jesus
at the city of Antioch, about the year 41 or 43. The
early history, doctrines, forms of worship, rites,
and ccremonies, are to be found faithiully detailed
in the books of the New Testament, compared and
illustrated by the moral and prophetical books of the Old
Testament: for these two portions of the sacred scriptures
ought not to be separated ; the one is proof of the other.
These ancient and most excellent books begin by de-
scribing the creation of the world, and informing us of
the origin of our first parents, Adam and Eve; their
state of innocence, perfection, duty, and happiness ;
of their fall and consequent punishment. The Old
Testament, or first part, opens notonly these things to
us; butalso gives clear and repeated intimations of the
propitious intentions of the Deity towards His erring
and sinful creatures: it likewise informs us of the gene-
ral degeneracy of mankind, and of their destruction by
an universal deluge; it then treats of the character and
conduct of Moses, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Israel,
und his family. It gives us a general history of tl:e
Jews, of their laws and statutes as prescribed by God
and dispensed by Moses, Aaron, &c. for their regula
tion and government; ceremonial as to their sacrifices
and judicial respecting their economy aud discipline,
with the sanctious whereby they were enforced.

The Old Testament certainly affords more clear
and ample discoveries of the being and perfections of
Almighty God than could have been attained by the
mere light of nature, or the most powerful effort of our
reason. In many parts of this history the scenes of the
divine providence are most admirably displayed, shewing
that God is the moral governor of the world,—the lover
and the rewarder of virtue. But, in a very peculiar man-
ner, it exhibits many great and glorious prophecies and
promises of a Messiah, all making way for, and introduc-
tory to, that far more glorious dispensation of truth and
grace, the gospel of Jesus Christ,  All who embraced
his doctrines, whether in reality, or onlv formally, became,
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and still are styled Christians. 'Those who, whilst they
make profession of Christianity, entertain sentiments, or
observe practices at variance with the Holy Scriptures,
are called ncminal Christians, that is, Christians in name
only ; whilst those, who not only profess Christieunity, but
whose principles and practice correspond with the scrip-
tures, and are therefore, in reality, the disciples or fol-
lowers of Christ, are denominated real, or true Christians.

It is not my intention to enter into any of the Evidences
of Christianity:—it is rather my business to describe, in
general terms, of what it consists, and what are universally
admitted, by all denominations of Chbristians, to be among
its leading tenets and features.

1. All Chrislians acknowledge the Holy Scriptures to
be of divine origin; and admit that, rightly understood,
they contain the great principles of true religion, and
sound morality, ;

2. Al Christians agree in asserting that there is but
one Supreme Gop; the Creator, Governor, and the
Preserver of the Universe.

3. All Christians admit that this one God sent into
the world a person, afterwards named Jesus CArist, who
lived, acted, taught, died, and rose again in the manner
related of him in the New Testament.

4. All Christians agree, that there will be a future
state of existence, when virtue will be rewarded and vice
ounished.

5. All Christians agree, that it is our duty to love,
Lonour, and serve God; and to do to our
neighbour.

8. All Christians agree, that without virtue it is im-
possible to be perfectly happy even in this life. Lastly,

7. All Chrishans agree, that vice of every description
is forbidden, and is uviformly attended with more or
less of misery and unhappiness to the perpetrators of it.

Perhaps to these general prisciples wight be added a
few others of the like mature, but they are here sim-.
plified as much as possible. Some of these truths are ad-
mitted by other sects, or classes of religious men, not
within the pale of the Christian church; such as the
Jews, the Mahomedans, and the Deists.

To sum up the whole of what Christianitv may be
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to teach or imply, as we find it Jaid down in the Sacred
Writiugs, it may be remarked that we learn from those
writings in what true religion consists, and how the
knowledge of it is to be attained.—We discover somet

of the existence, nature, and attributes of Almighty God—
his names and titles—his excellency, majesty, greatness,
perfection, glory, sovereignty, absolutemess, and provi-
dence. We learn, that God is a spirit, invisible, incor-
ruptible; most strong, almighty or omnipotent; omni-
scient, omnipresent, immense;—most wise, holy, and
Jjust; compassionate, pitiful, and merciful ; long sufferi
and patient; gracious, geod, and bountiful ; faithful a
true; unchangeable, infinite, eternal; One, living, self-
existent Being.

From the Holy Scriptures we further learn the history
of the origin, nature, stafe, and duties of man; what he
was in his first estate wherein he was created, and of his
fall, or degradation from that pure state; and of his con-
dition since that fall:—that vice, or sin, entered the
world, rendering all mankind more or less corrupt,
unclean, and wieﬁed ; and therefore, exposed to the Divine
displeasure, and to the evil consequences of their own
folly ; as men under the condemnation of a violated law.

The Christian Religion teaches also by what means
mankind may be rescued from the penal consequences of
their guilt; by poiuting out the first cause, and the great
plan of redemption through, or by, Jesus Christ, whose
excellency, fulness, dignity, and authority, are clearly
set forth. This religion explains how Cﬂrist wrought
salvation for sinners;—what he was made, what he is,
and what he did in order to it; procuring for them the
means of pardon and remission of sins; reconciliation
with God; justification and sanctification before God;
salvation and eternal life.

The Christian Religion further shews how men ma
have the benefit of this salvation; or by what means it
becomes theirs, It also treats of Faith; its nature and
object, use, benefits, advantages, effects, and fruits.

As the necessary results of true faith, we learn in the
Christian code the necessity of good works ; the charac-
ters of saints, or true believers, manifested and displayed
in what are denominated the fruits of the Spirit ; holiness
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of heart, and correctness of conduct ; particularly shewn
in duty to God, to live to Him and not to ourselves; to
be holy, fruitful, walking in the light, in an honest, hea-
venly and spiritual conversation, woithy of our high
calling; to worship and glorify God ; and set our affec-
tions on heavenly things.

Christianity teaches besides the object, nature, and end
of prayer, public and private; and how we should take
especial notice of the various acts of God's goodness and
mercy ; celebrate His praises, aud exhort others to do the
same.—That we should fear God, and none else ;—trust
in Him above all other dependencies, at all times, and in
all cases; that we should walk humbly before God;
opposing all high thoughts, and avoid boasting.

hristianity very clearly points out the moral and
social duties; shewing the duties of good men towards
each other, in the several relations of life; whether as
foliowers of the same spiritual head and teacher, or as
they stand related to one another simply as men,

In short, Christianity, 1aken in ils widest sense and
scope, is a complete code of moral and religious in-
struction; and leaves nothing to be learnt or taught
that is essential to man's real comfort here, or hap-
piness hereafter. It holds out the most exalted mo-
tives to virtue and holiness; offers the highest rewards
to the good, and denounces the most terrible punish-
ments against the incorrigibly wicked and rebellious. It
accominodates itself to all ranks and conditions of men,
—to kings and to subjects,—to the affluent and the indi-
gent; the prosperous and the adverse. lo a moral point
of view, it knows no distinclions among men; only the
good and the bad.

Of the rites and ceremonies, or positive institutions, of
Christianity, it would not be proper to say any thiug in
this place; because the plan of this work is not to describe
the anthor’s own private views of what Christianity, with
respect to dispuled points, teaches; but, in the fiist
place, to lay before the inquiring reader an outline of
those great facts and truths of Christianity which no
christian does or can deny; and then, particularly, to
detail the several views which good men, of all denomi-
nations, have respectively entertained of its various tenets
aud enactments, whether moral or ceremonial.

B b
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OF THE ROMAN CATHOLICS.*

‘THis denomination of Chiristians has existed, under one
form or other, from a very early period of the Christiae
Church; but our business is not so wuch 10 trace their
history, as to describe their present state.

They tell us, that they are as old as Christianity itself:
that their first bishop was no less a personage than St.
Pcter himself, who, they add, was firat bishop of Rome;
and they assume 1o trace their several bishops in direct
succession from the apostles down to the present time.

Their first bishop belonging to what they call the see
of Rome, they, after the lapse of some time, adopted the
adjunct Roman to their other appellation of Catholic, or
Universal : for they tell us, that their faith or creed has
heen adopted at all times, in all places, and by all men,
who are not heretics; hence they claim to be denominated
Catholics. But since the Reformation in the 15th cen-
tury, this sect has been designated by various names, by
their enemies: Papists, Romanists, &c. These being
vonsidered terms of reproach by these Christians, T

hall carefully avoid applying them; preferring the use
of that appehation which.cannot possibly give offence ;
anil by which they are, in fact, now recognized in our
modern statute-books.

Speaking of their church generally, the Roman Catho-
lics describe it as one, holy, catholic, and apostolic ;—
First, because its doctrines and worship are the same all
vver the world ; Secondly, because all its doctrines, rites,
#nd observances tend to holiness; but more especially, as
the church is infallible, and canuot fall into error of any
kind, being kept and upheld by the power of Jesus
Christ, who presides over the whole community of the
faithful ; invisibly, by his grace and special providence;

® This Christian sect is mentioned in the first place, because the
very great portion of Christendom wherein it is professed, exceeds
all the rest in extent and magnitude ; and because it appears to have
been the first sect of consequence that sprung up after the Chris-
tlan religion bhad been embraced by kings and rulers. I will, ac-
ording to the plan laid down, first treat of the Reviarow itself, con
<dered as a system of morals, and then of its numerous Rites and
CEREMOXNIES
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and visibly, by his successors, the Bishopa or Popes of
Rome, who are Christ’s vicars on earth, the descendants
of St. Peter, and the successors of the apostles; Thirdly,
this church is catholic, because of its universalily at one
time, though now somewhat distracted by the great pro-
testant schism of latter days, and the secession of " the
Greek Church in former times; Fourthly, because the
bishops and pastors of this church are all descended {rom
the apostles; the line of succession never having been
broken in a single instance.

It is proper to remark here, that the Roman Catholics
do not hold an opiunion that the Pope himself is infallible,
as many charge them; they only say that the Pope and
the rest of the bishops in a general council assembled to
settle points of doctrine, or essential branches of church
discipline, have always been preserved from error; and
this they defend by the text, that *“the church is the
ground and the pillar of truth;” and that when it ** seem-
eth right to them and to the Holy Ghost” so 1o assemble,
then Christ is so truly in the widst of them that they
cannot, as a whole church, fall into error.

But they admit that the Pope, individually, as well as
any other man, may fall into gross errors and very griev-
ous sins; they admit very great latitude as to matters
of mere opinion ; carefully distinguishing between articles
of faith or belief, and wminor subjects of opinion, or
convenience,

They say that as theirs is the only true church, and
as there can be no salvation out of the true church, so no
one can be saved who obstinately withdraws from, or does
not unite himself to, their church : but they make a distinc-
tion between wilful disobedience to the church’s authority,
and invincible ignorance of the right way.

As a hody, however, they tolerate no religion at variance
with their own,—nor admit the possibility of the salvation
of obstinate and wilful heretics ; because the holy Roman
Catholic Church being the only true church, it is the
duty and the interest of all men to become obedient to
her iuws and teachings.

Hence, it is manifest, that the Roman Catholics reject
the Protestant doctrine of ** the right of private judgment
in nnatters of religion,” teaching that all spiritual know-
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ledge, and all ecclesiastical authority, emanate to the
faithful, first from Christ, and secondly, from the chureh,
whose head and members may, as individuals, err, but
as a whole, cannot.

The Pope of Rome, though they do not admit bis infal-
libility, is acknowledged as first or supreme in the church,
as well in matters of faith as io those of discipline ; but we
shall have more to say concerning the Pope, when we
come to treat of Ceremonies and Rites. >

The RELIGION of the Roman Catholics ought always,
in strictoess, to be considered apart from its professors,
whether kings, popes, or inferipr bishops ; and its fenets,
and its forms, should be treated of separately. To the
acknowledged creeds, catechisms, and other formularies
of the Catholic Church, we should resort for a faithful
description of what Roman Catholics do really hold as
doctrines essential to salvation ; and as such, held by the
fuithful in all times, places, and countries. Though the
Catholic forms in some points may vary in number and
splendour, the Catholic doectrines cannot ; — though
opinions may differ, and change with circumstances,
articlcs of faith remain the same. Without a due and
constant consideration of these facts, no Protestant can
come to a right understanding respecting the essential
faith and worship of the Roman Catholics. It bas been
owing to a want of this discrimination thst so many
ahsurd, and so many even wicked tenets have been
palmed upon our brethren of the Catholic church; that
which they deny, we have insisted they religiously
hold ;—that which the best informed amongst them
utterly abhor, we have held up to the detestation of man-
kind, as the guide of their faith and the rule of their
actions. This is not fair;—itis not doing to others us
we would have others do unto us: a different spirit and
conduct shall be observed in this work, written for in-
struction ; and not to serve party objects and party ends.

The various misrepresentations of the Roman Catholic
doctrines and practices, which had gune forth into the
world about the time of the Reformation in the 16th cen-
tury, at length induced the church of Rome to call a
general council, which assembled at the city of Trent;
at this celebrated conncil the doctrines of the Reforma-
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tion, at least thnse that were deemed new doctriaes or
opinions, and such as were at variance with the church’s
sapreme authority in all matters relating to faith ond
practice,were deuied and rejected, whilst ail the doctrines
peculiar to the ancient church were solemnly confirmed.

It is not needful to go into a history of this great coun-
cl. Dr. Jurieun, and Father Paul, have both given very
minute details of the proceedings that then took place :
the decrees of this council, with the creed of Pope Pius
1V. may very well be said to contain every thingnecessarv
to be known in order to form a correct judgment of the
doctrines of the Roman Catholics of the present and all
former times.

The council of Trent defines the church to be one,
visible, holy, catholic, and apostolic community, estab-
lished by Almighty God, on a solid basis, who has be-
stowed upon it the power of opening the gates of heaven
to all true believers, and shutting them to all heretics and
infidels. It likewise has the power of pardoning sin,
and excommunicating all such as are disobedient.

This church is both triumphant and militant : the former
is the tllustrious societv of those blessed spirits and
saints, who, having triumphed over the world, the flesh,
and the devil, enjoy everlasting happiness, peace, and
secarity ; the latter is the congregation of all true be-
lievers upon earth, who are constautly obliged, during
dlheir whole lives, to resist the world, the flesh, and the

evil.

Jesus Christ is the immediate governor of that part ot
the church which is triumphant in the heavens; but,
as the church militant required a visible head or director,
Jesus Christ has substituted one in his stead, who is ac-
counted by all true Catholies, as the chief, if not the
supreme, head and director on earth of the faith of all
Christians throughout the world :—this great personage
is the Pope ulready briefly spoken of.

The word POPE is derived irom the Latin word papa,
which signifies father. It was at first applied to all
hishops ; but, in process of time, it was applied to
the Bishops of Rome only. It is from this word paps
that the Roman Catholics came to be called papists, and
“heir doctrines popery ; but these are terms they disclaim,
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The Bishop of itome is not only the prime or chief head
of the church, bul alsu an ccumenical, or universal,
bishoo. ) )
The Pope is likewise styled his Holiness-~God’s Vice-
geremt—The Viear of Christ—Successor of St, Peter,
Prince of tne Apostles. He styles himself “A Servant
of the Servants of God.” But of the Pope more here-
after; at present, let us proceed to a1 more detailed sum-
mary of tne doct:ines of the Catholic Church. )
in performing this portion of my labour, I shail
take the creed of Pope Pius 1V.with the best exposi-
tions: I can collect of cach of the Articles as we pass
along :

ARTICLE I.

1 believe in one God, the Fatber Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible,
The one true and living God in Three Persons, Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost.

Exposition.—This article principally consists in be-
lieving that God is the maker of all things, that it is our
duty to adhere to him with all the powers and faculties
of the mind, through faith, hope, and charity, as being
the sole object that makes us happy by the communica-
tion of that summum bonum, or chicf good, which is hm-
self. The internal adoration, which we render unto God,
in spirit and in truth, is attended with external signs,
whcreof sacrifice is the principal, as a solemn acknow-
ledgment of God’s sovereignty over us, and of our abso-
lute dependance upon him.

The idea of God which nature has engraven on the
minds of men, represents him as a being independent,
omnipotent, all-perfect ; the author of all good and all
evils ; that is, of all the punishments inflicted on account
of sin or transgression.

ARTICLE II.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten
Son of God ; begotten of the Father before all worlde;
light of light ; very God of very God ; begotten nnt made,
beiug of one substance with the Father by whom all thing.
were made.
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Ezxpositicn.—1 do profess to be fullv assured of this
most certain and necessary truth, that Jesus Chnst, the
Saviour and Messiah, is the true, proper, and natural
Son of God, begotten of the substance of the Father
which, being incapable of multiplication or division, is
so really ard absolutely communicated to him, that he
is of the same essence, God of God, light of light, very
God of very God. I acknowledge none but him to be
begotten of God by that rroper and natural gemeration,
and thereby excluding all which are not begotten, as it
is a generation; all which are said to be begotten, and
which are called sons, are so only by adoption.

ARTICLE III.

Who for us men, and our salvation, came down from
heaven, and was inearnate of the Holy Ghost of the Vir-
gin Mary, and was made man.

Exrposition.—That in this Person, the divine and hu-
man natures were so united, that they were not confound-
ed ; but that two whole and peifect natures, the {God-

ead and manhood, were joined together in one person;
bat of him many things are said that are proper to one
nerson only.

ARTICLE IV.

And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate :
se suffered aud was buried.

Exposition.—That this Person did truly suffer in his
human nature, the divine being not capable of suffering.

ARTICLE V.

And the third day rose again, according to the Scriptures.
B{osition.—(.!hrist did truly rise again from death
with that very body which was crucified and buried. I
;[so koew him iu the flesh, says Ignatius, and believe in
im.

ARTICLE VI,

He ascended into heaven ; sits at the right hand of the
Father.

Exsposition.—This article teaches us, that he ascended
in like manner into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand
of the Falher to make itereession for us.
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ARTICLE V1I,

And is to come again with glory, to judge both the
living and the dead, of whose kingdom there shall be no
end.

Exzposition.—Our Lord’s remaining in heaven till the
day of judgment, appears from Acts iii. 20, 21 ; and chap.
X. ver. 42.

ARTICLE VIII,

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the
Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who spake by
the prophet.

Erposition.—This article teaches, 1. that the Holy
Ghost proceeds both from the Father and the Son:
2. that he is of one substance, majesty and glory, with
the Father and the Son, verv and eternal God; inas-
much, as such operations are ascribed to the Holy Ghost
as cannot be ascribed to a person distinct from the Father
and the Son, and therefore must be a person distinct
from them both; and, inasmuch, as such things are as-
cribed to him as cannot be ascribed to any but God, and
for this reason they are co-equal and consubstantial.

ARTICLE IX.

I believe in one only catholic and apostolic church.

Exzposition.—From these words we gather, 1. that
Jesus Christ has always a true church upon earth ;
2. that this church is always one by the union of all her
members in one faith and communion ; 3qthat she is
always pure and holy in her doctrine and terms of com-
munion, and cousequently always free from pernicious
errors; 4. that she is catholic, that is universal, b
beiug the church of all ages, and more or less of all na-
tions; 5. that this church must have in her a succession
from the Apostles, and a lawful mission derived from
them; 6. that this true church of Christ cannot be any
of the protestant sects, but must be the ancient church
communicating with the Pope or Bishop of Rome ; that
this church is infallible in all matters relating to faith, so
that she can neither add to, nor subtract from, what Christ
taught.

n ol
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Aceordingly we find that the catholic christian asserts,
that God has been pleased, in every age, to work most
evident miracles in the church by the ministry of his
saints, in raising the dead to life, in curing the blind and
the lame, in casting out devils, in healing inveterate dis-
eases in @ minute, attested by the most authentic monu-
ments, which will be a standing evidence to all nations,
that the church of Rome is the true spcuse of Christ

ARTICLE X.

1 acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins,

Exposition.—Baptism is a sacrament instituted by our
Saviour to wash away original sin, and all those we ma
have committed; to communicate to mankind the spin-
tual regeneration and the grace of Christ Jesus; and tc
unite them to hiw as the living members to the head.

St. Ceyril of Jerusalem says the catechumens, after
they were uncloathed, were anointed from the feet to the
head with exorcised oil ; after this they were conducted
to the laver, and were asked if they believed in the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Having made a profession,
they were plunged three times in the water.

ARTICLE XI.

I look for the resurrection of the dead.

Fxposition.—1 am fully persuaded of this, as a most
evident and infallible truth, that, as it is appointed for
all men once to die, so 1t is also determined, that all men
shall rise from death ; that the souls, separated from our
bodies, are in the hands of God, and live ; that the bodies
dissolved in dust, or scattered in ashes, shall be re-
collected and re-united to their souls; that the same
flesh which lived before shall be revived, aud the
same numerical body which did fall shall rise; that
this resurrection shall be universal, no man excepted ;
that the just shall be raised to a resurrection of life, and
the unjust to a resurrection of damnation; und that this
shall ]be performed at the last duy, when the trumpet shall
sound.

ARTICLE XII.

I believe in the life of the world to come. Amen
Eaposition.—I1 believe that the just, after their resur-
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rection and absolution, shall, as the blessed of the Father,
receive the'inheritance, and, as the servants of God, enter
into their Master’s joy, freed from all possibility of death,
sin, and sorrow, filled with an inconceivable fulness ot
happiness, confirmed in an absolute security of an eternal
enjoyment in the presence of God und of the Lamb for
ever. ’

Thus far the profession of the Catholic faith is per-
fectly conformable to doctrines of the church of England,
as laid down in the Apostles’ and Nicene creeds. The
remzining twelve articles, with the expositions, exhibit a
portion of the faith of the Roman Catholics, somewhat
rcpugnant to the Protestant Churches. '

ARTICLE XIII.

I most firmly admit and embrace the apostolical and
ecclesiastical traditions, and all other observances and
constitutions of the same church

Erposition.—The Rowan Catholic christians say, that
the whole doctrine, to be delivered to the faithful, is con-
tained in the Word of God, which Word of God is dis-
tributed into scripture and tradition; scripture signi-
ties simply writing; tradition, that which has been pre-
served and handed down to us by words, from generation
%o generation; and the catholics have many arguments
in favour of tradition, as forming purt of the word or re-
vealed will of God. '

ARTICLE XIV.

I do admit the Holy Scriptures in the same sense that
*our Holy Mother Church doth, whose business it is to
judge of the true sense and interpretation of them; and
I will interpret them according to the unanimous consent
of the fathers,

Ezxposition.—'The Roman Catholics hold that the
church, which is alone infallible, possesses the power of
judging of the right sense of the holy scriptures, and of
the traditions; this church being always under the
same divine influence that inspired the prophets and
apostles of old. The apostolical traditions are those
which are supposed to have had their origin or institu-
tion from the apostles, such as infant baptism, the Lord’s

Duy, or first day of the wevk, recciving the sacrainent, &c.
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Ecclesiastical traditions are such as received their in-
stitution from the church, after the first age of the apos-
tles; such as holidays, feasts, fasts, &c.

They tell us, that the way by which we are to judge of
what really are apostolical and ecclesiastical traditions,
is the same as that by which the faithful judge of all
matters of faith and doctrine (viz.) the unerring authorit
of the church, expressed in her councils, and preserv
in her universally admitted formularies and constant
practice.

ARTICLE XV.

I do profess and believe, that there are seven sacra-
meants, truly and properly so called, instituted by Jesus
Christ our Lord, and necessary for the salvation of man-
kind, though not all of them to every one, (viz.) baptism,
confirmation, encharist, penance, extreme unction, orders,
and matrimony, and that they do confer grace, and that
of these things, baptism, counfirmation, and orders, can-
not be repealed without sacrilege. 1 also rec:ive ana
admit the received and approved rites of the catholic
cburch, in her solemn administration of all the aforesaid
sacraments.

Exposition.—A sacrament is supposed to be an insti-
tution of Christ, consisting of some outward sign or cere-
mony, by which grace is given to the soul of the worthy
receiver.

Of these several sacraments, though they might appear
raiher to belong to the ceremonial part of the subject
than to the doctrinal, it will be proper to give some ac-
oount in this place, inasmuch as they form so essential a.
portion of the catholic faith. The accompanying cuts
will assist the reader in understanding the forms used in
their administration.

1. BapTism, according to the Roman Catholics, is an
institution of Christ of a very important nature. The
mode in which it is administered is somewhat similar to
that observed by the church of England. In this parti-
cular, however, the church of Rome appears to have the.
advantage, in point of liberality, if I may so term it:
should an unbaptized infant fall sick,and there beno priest -
at band to administer this holy sacrament, the nurse, or
any other person, of the congregation of the faithful, may
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perform the sacred office: for, argue the catholics, it
were a sad thing that the soul of a child should be damned
eternally for want of this essential rite, through the una-
voidable necessity of the priest's absence; and it isclear
that the Roman Catholics do hold the indispensible ne-
cessity of baptism, from the 10th Article of Pope Pius’e
Creed, which enjoins this rite * for the remission of
sins:” including, of course, original corruption as well
as actual transgression.

The ceremonies now used in the administration of bap-
tism, according to several approved authors, are as fol-
low: First, they consecrate the water with prayer, and
poaring in of oil three times: Secondly, they cross the

y on the eyes, ears, nose, and breast: Thirdly, he
15 exorcised with a certain charm, or exsufflation, or
breathing : Fourthly, they put consecrated salt into his
mouth : Fifthly, they put spittle into his nose and ears :
Si.:thlgv, they add imposition of hands, and the sacer-
dotal blessing : Seventhly, they ancint him with holy oil
on the breast: and, Eighthly, they ancint bim on the
crown of the head, using perfume, &ec.

It was anciently the practice to give the party the kiss
of peace; to put a lighted taper into his hand ; give
him milk and honey to drink ; and then clothe him with
a white garment; but these practices are now, I believe,
universally laid aside. The words used, and the rest of
the form, are similar to those in the protestant episcopal
churches.

Baptism, amongst the Roman Catholics, is not confined
to infants, nor to adults; but, properly speaking, they
may be ranked amongst the supporters of infant baptism ;
for in this respect, like other christians, they bhave varied
in their practice, though not in their opinions on the
subject.

2. CONFIRMATION, is a sacrament wherein, by the
Invocation of the Holy Gliost, and the imposition of the
bishop’s bands, with the unction of holy chrism, a person
receives the grace of the Holy Spirit, and a strength
to enable him to make profession of his faith. In
this sacrament the Roman Catholics make use ot
olive, oil, and balm: the oil to signify the clearness of a
good conscience ; and the balm as the savour of a good
reputation. They use the following form: *“1 sign thee
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with the sign of the cross, and confirm thee witl the
chrism of salvation, in the name of the Fatber, the Son,
and the Holy Ghost.”

Calmet says, that Confirmation is that which makes us
perfect christians, and 1mpresses an indelible character
after baptism, and imparts to us the spirit of fortitude,
whereby we are enabled to profess christianity, even at
the hazard of our lives; and is thereby deemed 2 sacra-
ment of the church,

3. Tueg EucHARIST, or LORD’S SUPPER, is 8 sacra-
ment of infinite importance in the catholic cburch, and
bas given rise to more controversy and dispute than all
the rest put together. These christians believe and assert,
that the Fucharist signifies that sacrament which really
and in truth contains the very body and bloed of our
Saviour, transubstantiated, or transformed, into the ap-
pearance of bread and wine, when consecrared and set
apuart at the sacrifice of the mass, which shall be fully
explained farther on. It is called then Eucharist, be-
cause Jesus Christ, in the institution of this divine sa-
crament, gave tbanks to God, broke the bread, and
blessed the cup: Euchkaristia, in Greek, signifies thanks-
giving, and answers to the Hebrew word Barach, tobless,
or Hodah, to praise.

The administration of this sacrament must he ex-
pleined when we come to treat of the Mass more parti-
cularly,

4. PENANCE, or Infliction, the art of using or sub-
mitting to punishment, public or private, as an expres-
sion of repentance for sin, is deemed ione of the seven
sacraments, It includes confession of sins to the priest,
which, if accompanied with sincere contrition, and a pro-
mise of future amendment, with restitution, upon absolu-
tion received, on these comditions, from the priest, puts
the penitent into a state of saleation.

Penance and absolution ere so intimately connected in
the catholic church, that it will be necessary to give somne
further explanation of this sacrament. This, the Council
of Trent bas decreed to consist of some outward sign o
ceremony, by which grace is given to the soul of 1he
worthy believer. It was, they add, instituted by Christ,
wheun, breathing upon the disciples, he gave them the Holy
Glost, with power to remit or retain sins; that is to re-
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concile the faithful fallen into sin, after baptism. It dif-
fers from baptism not only in matter and form, but, also,
becausc the minister of baptism is not a judge in that
ordinance; whereas, after baptism, the sinner presents
himself before the tribunul of the priest as guilty, to be
set at liberty by his sentence. [t is,” however, as neces-
sary as baptism. The form consists in the words “ I do
absolve thee.,” Contrition, confession, and satisfaction,
are parts of penance, and the effect of it is reconciliation
with God. Contrition is grief of mind for sins com
mitted, with purpose to sin no more, and was necessary
at all times, but especially in such as sin after baptism.
It is a preparaiion to remission of sins. By penance the
church has ever understood that Christ hath instituted
the entire confession of sins, as necessarv, by the law ot
God, to those who fall after baptism: for, having insti-
tuted the priests his vicars for judges of all mortal sins,
it is certain that they cannot exercise this judgment with-
out knowledge of the cause; but, when this is done, the
priest, who has authority, delegate, or ordinary, over
the penitent, remits his sins by a judicial act; and the
greater priests reserve to themselves the pardon of some
faults more grievous; as does the Pope; and there is nc
doubt that every bishop may do this in his diocese; una
this reservation is of force before God. In the hour o
death any priest may absolve any penitent from any sin.
What the satisfactions are, as imposed by the priests, are
too well-known, concludes the Council of Trent, to re-
quire any description. '

But, as this may not be quite so clear to my reader, I
thinkit proper briefly to state, that satisfactions here mean,
restitution to the parties sinned against, bodily mortifica-
tions, charity, or alms-giving, and sometimes donations to
thechurch. 1 think it more proper to give this explana-
tion, because, I know there exists a very common opinion
amongst my brother Protestants, that Roman Catholic
priests affeci to pardon sins of the deepest dye for money ;
or, in other words, that the faithful, as they are called,
may purchase an indemnity for the commission of all sorts
of crimes: this is a great slander, and ought not to he
repeated, nor kept alive; if any priests have been wicked
enough to take such an udvantage of the ignorant, on
their own heads be it:-~the church, of which such priests



ROMAN CATHOLICS. 2

are a disgrace, disavows any such sordid and impious
practices. But of this more, when we come to treat of
Indulgencies.

5. ExXTREME UNCTION is a sacrament of a very singu-
lar pature, and is only administered to persons in immi-
nent danger of immediate death: it is the office of re-
ligiom applied to the soul. A well-known book, entitled
“ Grounds of the Catholic Faith,” says that we have a
full deseription «f this sacrament in James v. 14, 15,
where it is said, ‘* Is any sick among you, let him call for
the elders (the priests) of the church, and let them pray
over him, anointing him with oi! in the name of the Lord ;
and the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord
shall raise him up : and if he have commitied sins, they
shall be forgiven him.”

Itis evident, therefore, that extreme unction consists
in prayer, and in anointing the body with oil. It is
called extreme unction, because administered in the last
extremity.

6. OrRDERS. The Council of Trent is very severe upon
those who say that orders, or holy ordination, to the of.
fice of priests, is not truly and properly a sacrament, in-
stituted by our Lord Jesus Christ. A dreadful anathe-
ma is denounced upon all such, and against all those
who say that the Holy Ghost is not given by holy ordi-
nation. That the writer of this may not fall under the
fearful anathema, thus proclaimed, lie will not here insert
aliné in coutradiction of the church’s authority on this
point. Orders are a sacrament instituted by Christ,
by which bishops, priests, &c. are consecrated to their
respective functions, and receive grace to discharge them
well; but, if this be true, it is certainly a sacrament
of great value.

7. MATRIMONY, or Marriage, is also a sacrament
conferring grace; and those who say to the contrary let
them be an anathema, decrees the Council of Trent. But
this is not alk: “if any man says, a churchman in holy
orders may marry, or contract mar.iage, and that, when
it is contracted, it is good and valid, notwithstanding any
ecclesiastical law to the contrary, or that any who have
vowed continence may contract marriage, let him be an
anathema.” This is a hard sentence; but the church
hay sodecr eed.



24 ALL RELIGIONS, AND RELIGIOUS CEREMONIEY,

As to the form of marriage in the catholic church, it
differs nothing materially from that performed in the
church of England; it is performed either in private
or in public, in the open churchor in a private dwelling,
as may suit the wishes or designs of those who are to re-
. ceive the grace of this boly sacrament.

Such is a brief description of the seven sacraments of
the Roman catholic church. We now proceed with Pope
Pius’s creed.

ARTICLE XVI

I embrace and receive every thing that hath been de-
fined and declared by the holy council of Trent, con.
cerning original sin and justification.

Exposition.—Good works, says the council, do truly
deserve eternal life; and whosoever holds the contrary
1s 2ccursed.

That same council also declares, that all human
kind have lost their holiness and righteousness by the
sin of Adam, with the exception of the Virgin Mary,
whom the catholics, believing the absolute deity of
Jesus Christ, call the Mother of God.

The celebrated Bossuet, once Bishop of Mentz, says,
in his Exposition of the Catholic Catechism, that eternal
life ought to be proposed to the children of God, hoth
as a grace mercifully promised, and as a reward fuith-
fully bestowed on them for their good works and
merits.

The Council of Trent decrees, that the good works of a
justified person are not the gifts of God ; that they ure
not also the merits of the justified person; and that he,
being justified by the good works performed by him,
through the grace of God and merits of Jesus Christ,
whose living member he is does truly merit increase of
grace and eternal life.

The catholic authorities do not appear to be very
clear on this great doctrine of justification ; for Bossuet,
in another place, asserts, that the church professes her
hope of salvation to be founded on Christ alone. * We
openly declare,” says he, * that we cannot oe acceptable
to God, but in and through Jesus Christ; nor do we ap-
prehend how any other sense can be imputed to our
belief, of which our daily petition to God for pardon

PN
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through his grace, in the name of Jesus Christ, muy
serve as a proof.” Picart gives this quotation at greater
length. It is worth remarking, thut in these definitivns
of justification, nothing of consequence is said of faith,
and the reformed churches say so mnch ; but this was a
very important feature of the Reformation,

ARTICLE XVII.

I do alsa profess, that in the mass there is offered unto
God a true, proper, and propitiatory sacrifice for the
quick and the dead ; and that, in the most holy sacra-
ment of the Eucharist, there is truly, really, and substan-
tiully, the body and blood, together with the soul and
the divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ; and that there is
a conversion made of the whole substance of the bread
iato the body, and of the whole substance of the wine
into the blood; which conversion the whole catholic
church call TRANSUBSTANTIATION.

Esposition.—The famous and learned Cardinal Bellar-
mine argues on this point thus: *that the celebration of
the Passover was an express tigure of the Eucharist ; but
the Passover was a sacrifice, therefore the Eucharist must
besotoo.” This syllogism, like all others of the same
kind, is conclusive, provided there be nothing defective
in the premises; but no matter: the cardinal reasons
somewhat more rationally, when he says, ** that if Christ
be a priest for ever, the rite of sacrificing must continue
for ever. ““ But,” he adds, * there can be no sacrifice if we
destroy that of the mass.” Therefore, it is said, that the
whule substance of the bread and wine, after consecra-
tion, is changed into the body and blood of Christ, with-
eut any alteration in the accidents, or outward forms.
This sacritice, say the catholics, was only ordained as a
representation of that which was once accomplished on
the cross ; 10 perpetuate the memory of it for ever, and
to apply unto us the salutary virtue of it for the absolu-
t on of those sins which we daily comnmit,

The Catholic Christian Instructed, an acknowled
bonk among these christians, solves all the apparent diffi-
culties with respect to this doctrine of transubstantiation ;
(such as how the outward forms of bread and wine may
remain without the substance—how the whole body and
blood ef Christ can be contained in so small a space as

c
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that of the host, nay even in the smallest portion of it—or
baw the body of Christ can be in Heaven, and at the same
time be in so many places upon earth,) in the followin
munner: * Allthis comes of the Almighty power of Godg.
which is as incomprelensible as himseM; the immense
depth of which cannot be fathomed by the short line and
plummet of human reason.”

The Council of Trent cuts the matter short by decree-
ing, * that ifany one says, that a true and proper sacri-
fice is not offered up to God at the mass; or that to: be
offered is any thing else than Jesus Christ given to be
eaten, let him be anathema,”

And again, in the third canon it decrees that * if
any one says, that the sacrifice of the mass is only a sa-
crifice of praise and thanksgiving, or a bare memorial of
the sacrifice which was completed on the cross ; and that
it is not propitiatory nor profitable to any but him that
receives it, and that it ought not to be.offered forthe

- living and for the dead ; for their sins, their punishments,
and their satisfactions, and their other necessities, let
him be anathema.”

And also, in the 9th canon, *“ if any one says, that the
u-age of the Church of Rome, to pronounce part of the
canon with a loud voice, ought to be condemned; or
that the mass ought only to be celebrated in the vulgar
tongue; and that water ought not ta_be mixed with the
wine, which is to be oﬂ%red in the cup, because it
is against the institution of Jesus Christ, let him be
anathema.”

The Church of Rome declares that, upon the priest’s
Erououncing thesé words, hoc est corpus meum (this is my

ody), the bread and wine in the Eucharist ure instantly
transubstantiated into the natural body and blood of
Christ; the species or accidents only of the bread and
wine remaining. Christ is offered as often as the sacri-
fice of the muss is celebrated.

Solitary masses, wherein the priest communicates
alone,are approved and commended; and the Council of
Trent declares that whosoever saith they ure unlawful
and ouglrt to be abrogated or abolished, is accursed.

Of the forms of this sacrifice of the mass, more in ano
ther place
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ARTICLE XVIIIL

And 1 believe, that under one kind only, whole and
eatire, Christ is taken and regeived.
ition.—Bread and wine, after consecration, bein

turned into the substance of Christ’s body and. bloodg,
without changing the species, the people are forbidden
to receive the sacrament in both kinds. :

The Council of Constance decreed, that Christ himself
instituted the sacrament in both kinds, and that the
faithfiyl in the primitive church used so to receive it; yet,
that the practice of receiving in one kind only, was highly
censurable ; they, therefore, appoiuted the continuance
of the consecration in both kinds, and of giving to the
laity only in one kind. For this they assigned the follow-
ing curious reasons: lest the blood of Christ should be
spilt—the wine kept for the sick should fret—lest wine
wmight not always be had—or lest seme might not be able
to bear the smell or taste.

The Council of Constance has the following words:
‘ In the name of the holy and undivided Trinity, Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. This present sacred, ge-
peral Council declares, decrees, ancr determines, that
aithough Christ instituted and administered to his
disciples this veneruble sacrament after supper, under,
both kinds of bread and wine ; yet this, notwithstandin
the laudable authority of sacred canons, and the approveg
custom of the church, hath maintained, and doth main-
tain, that such a sacrament as this ought not 1o be made
after supper, mor to be received by the faithful, otherwise
than fasting, excepting in case of infirmity, or other ne-
cessity granted or admitted by law, or by the church:
and since, for avoiding some dangers and scandals, the’
custom has been rationally introduced. That though this
sacrament was in the primitive church received by the
faithful under both kinds, and afterwards by the makers
of it, under both kiuds, and by the laity only under the
species of bread—such a custom as this ought to be ac-
counted a law, which must not be rejected, or at plea-
sure changed, without the authority of the church. They
who assert the contrary are to be driven away as heretics
and severely punished by the diocesans of the place, or
their officials, or by the inquisitors of heretical pravity”.

c2
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Tke Council of Florence, speaking in relation both te
this and the eucharist, decrees as follows: * The priest,
speaking in the name of Christ, maketh this sacrament ;
for, by virtue of the very words themselves, the breud is
changed into the body of Christ, and the wime into his
blood ; yet so that the whole Christ is contained under
the species of bread, and the whole species of wine ;
also in every comsecrated host and consecrated wine,
when a separation is made there is whole Christ.”

The host consists of a wafer composed of the finest
flour and wine ; and is that which is here called bread.
They use wine, however, separately; the priest only par-
taking of this. The communicant, in receiving the sacra-
meut, has a consecraled wafer placed upon his tongue by
the priest, the former devoutly kneeling.

ARTICLE XIX.

1 do firmly believe that there is a pargatory, and that
the souls kept prisoners there do receive help by the
suffrage of the faithfal.

To this Bellarmine and the Rhenish Annotations have
added—That the souls of the Patriarchs and holy meu,
who departed this life before the crucifixion of Christ,
were kept as in a prison, in a department of hell without
rin—-—Thal Christ did really go into local hell, and de-
iver the captive souls out of this comfinement. The
fathers assert, that our Saviour descended into hell;
wen! thither specially, and delivered the souls of the
fathers out of their mansions.

Exposition.—Bellarmine says there is a purgatory after
this life, where the souls of those that are not purged,
nor have satisfied for their sins here, are to be parged,
and give satisfaction, unless their time be shortened hy
the prayers, alms, and masses of ths living. This is alse
asserted by the Couacil of Trent.

That same Council decreed, that souls who die in a
state of grace, but are not sufficiently purged from their
sius, go first into purgatery, a place of torment, border-
ing near upon hell, from which their deliverance may
be expedited by the suffrages, that is, prayers, alms, and
masses, said and doue by the faithful.

It is also decreed, that souls are detained in purgatory
till they bave made full satisfaction for their sins, and are
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thoroughly purged from them ; and that whoever says that
there is no debt of temporal punishment to be paid,
either in this world or in purgatory, before they can
be received iuto heaven, is accursed.

ARTICLE XX.

I do believe, that the saints reigning together with
Christ are 10 be worhipped and prayed uato; and that
they do offer pravers unto God for us; and that their
relics are to e had in veneration.

E:pesition.— It must not hence be inferred, that the
Ronam Catbolics worship the saints departed, or their
relics, as their saviours or redeemers; but simply as infe-
rior mediators, being near the throne of God, and having
constant access to His divine presence. They believe
that the prayers of these saints are always acceptable te
Almighty God ; and that as they are miaisterin% sriritl
to the heirs of salvation oa earth, they consequently know
what is taking place in the church, and are specially
mindful of the wants and desires of their suffering bre-
thren below. So the fuithful here think they may and
ought to supplicate the good offices of the glorified saints
Lefore the footstool of the Omnipotent. The worship
which is paid 1o these saints is far from supreme; it is
nierely the bowing with reverence, and the supplications
of less favoured beings.

Relics ef saiats, &c. are held in vemeration; but are
not worshipped in anywise ; but only as we hold in vene.
ration the pictures or the goods of our dearest friends.

It would be amusing here 1o give a full account of the
sacred relics which are deposited in the churches of the
stations at Rome, exhibited during Lent, and upon other
solemin occasions, to the veneration of the faithful; bhut
the limits to which this work is confined forbid it.

There are fifty four stations held in Rome, the cere-
monies of which commence upon the first day of Lent,
aud end on the Sunday Dominica in Albis or Low Sunday.

St. Isidor, who wrote about the twelfth century, does
not allow any other signification to the word station than
un offering made on a fixt and appointed day ; and in sup-
port of that opinion cites the practice of Elkanah in the
tirst book of Samuel, chap.i. ¢ And the man went up
yearly” ( stalutis diebus) * out of his city to worship, and
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1o sacrifice unto the Lord of hosts ia Shiloh :"and in the
following chapter, when Hannah brought to Samnucl * a
little coat from year to year, when sh= came up wiih ber
husband to offer the yearly (statwlis dicbus) sacrifice.”
From which it appears, Isidor considered the term station
to be derived from the verb stetuere, 1o which opinion
Polidore Virgil seems to incline, when treating of this
matter in his eighth book. But many object to thisex-
planation, preferriug the verb stere as more designative
of the ceremony; quoting in support of their argument
numerous authorities, some of very remote antiquity, to
prove that the word station is not intended to signify any
determinate place nor any particular ceremony performed
on some certain day; but from the act of the people
standing on such occasions, which custom upon these
solemn days is invariably observed. In allusion also to
the words of the gospd’,' ‘“ where two or three are ga-
thered together in my name, I will be in the midst of
them;” and also after the resurrection, in a congregation
of the disciples of Jesus, where it is written * stetit Jesus
in medio corum;” the Sovereign Pontiff, in quality of his
title as Christ's vicar, by this act reminds the people of
the promise.

Others pretend that it merely denotes the church,
where the pope stands (or some one in his place) and
preaches to the people, in imitation of Jesus, in the sixth
chapter of St. John, and in other places, where it is said
he stood and preached to the multitude; and which ex-
ample was followed by Peter, asin the second chapter of
the Acts, and from him handed down to the present time.
The practice of preaching to the people standing conti-
nued, and is still abaervetf on the days of holding the sta-
tions, in the time of Lent daily, as particularly noted in
the homilies of St. Gregory when speaking of the custom
from which it is manifest, that it is not the church where
the ceremony is observed, but the act from which the
word station is derived. Some have ventured to attribute
the origin of the custom to Pope Simplicius, from his di-
recting the priests 1o attend at the churches of St. Peter
and St. Paul; and of St. Lawrence, on the octaves of
their festivals, to administer the sacraments of baptism
and penance: but this is clearly erroneous, as the prac-
tice can be proved to be much more ancient than the
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time of Simopl cius. Finally, therefore, the word station is
evidently derived from the act of standing, and not from
the words of Christ, nor from the pontiff, nor from the
priests appointed by Simplicius, but from the people
solemnly assembling and conforming to a more ancient
practice.

It was anciently the custom to go in procession to the
church of the station ; but the people at present go at
such times of the day as suit their particular conve-
nience ; where, devoutly praying for a certain time, they
return to their ordinary occupatiens. Pope Boniface
Vill. granted an indulgence of one year angd forty days
to all these who, with true contrilion, having confest,
kept the statioms regularly from the commencement
on Ash Wednesday to the feast of Easter ; besides all
other indulgences granted by his predecessors, to each
church, in particular, a remission of 100 days of penance
o all such as were, under the same regulations, found at-
tending the apostolic benedictions. 'Fl.:e number of the
stations, for legitimate causes, having been limited, and,
for good reasons, changed, transferred, or incorporated
with others, et:! Gregory, and other popes, the number
is now reduced to forty-six, which, adding the octave of
Easter, and the Dominica in Albis, make the total at
present fifty-four ; but, by revisiting some of the churches,
the whole number where the stations are now held is
reduced to forty-five, as follow :—

Station.
Ist. Ash-Wednesday, -  Si. Sabina.
2d. Thursday, - - — George the Martyr.
3d. Friday, - - — John and St. Paal, -
4th. Baturday, - = — Triphonus.

— John Lateran and

Stk 1at Bunday in Leut, — Peter in Vatican.

6th. Monday, - - — Peterin Chains.

7th. Tuesday, - - — Anastatia.

8th. Wednesday, - — Mary the Great.

. 9th. Thorsday, - = — Lawrence. :
10th. Friday, - = - — Philip und St. James.
11th. Satarday, - — {'letcr ]l:I'.I Vatican. i

. — Mary Dominica an

R S Banday, — Mary Magdalen.
13th. Monday, - — Clement,
14th. Tuesday, - - — BRalbina.

16th. Wodnesday, - - — Cecilia.
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Station.
16th. Thursday, - - - St. Mary Trans, Tiverc.
17th, Friday, - - = == Vitalis. .
tth, Satarday, - - § G fontand
19th. 3d Sunday, - St- Lawrence withoat the Walls.
20th. Monday, - - St. Mark.

21st. Tuesday, - - — Padentia.
22d. Wednesday, - =~ — Sixtas.
23d. Thursday, - - — Cosmas and $t. Damianus.

24th, Friday, - - - — gmwrence in Lucina.
— Susannah and St. Mary

25th. Satarday, - - {7 FRUOC

26th. 4th. Sunday, - - Holy Cruss of Jerusalem.

27th. Monday, - - The Fourth Incoronati.

28th. Tuesday, - - St. Lawrence in Damaso.

29th, Wednesday, - - — Paul.

30th. Tharsday, - - — Silvester & 5t. Martin.
3l1st. Friday, - - - — Euscbius,

32d. Saturday, - - = Nicholas.

33d. 5th. Sunday, - - — Peter.

34th. Monday, - = — Chrysogonus.

35th. Tuesday, - - — Quirinus.

37th. Wednesday, - - — Marcellus.

37th. Thursday, - = — Apollinarios.

38th. Friday, - - — Stephen rotunda.
30th. Saturday, - = — John Posta Latina.

40th. Pulm Sunday, -  — John Lateran.
41st. Monday, - - — Praxides.
42d.Tnesday, - - — Prisca.

43d. Wednesday, - - — Mary the Great.

44th. Thursday, - - — John Lateran.

45th. Friday, - - Holy Cross.

46th. Saturday, - = St. John Lateran.

47th. Easter Sunday, - — Mary the Great,
— Mary dell’ Angii

48th. Monday, - -  — Peter

49th. Tuesday, - - — Paaul.

50th. Wednesday, - — Lawrence,

51st. Thursday, - — Philip aud James.

52d. Friday, - - — Mary rotunda.

63d. Saturday in albis, - = John Latcran.

54th. Sunday inalbis, - — Pancras.

Lent originally began on the 6th Sunday before’Easter.
St. Gregory added the four days preceding, making there-
by the 40 fasting days, in commemoration of the fast in
the desert; the first and last Sundays not being days
of penance. By way of specimen of an account of these
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several churches, and of the saints to which the)- are re-
spectively dedicated, take the following, which, it will be
ohserved, is the first in the list :—The Churchk of daint
Sabina in Mount Aventime.

This hill is one of the seven hills of Rome, having the
Tiber on one side, and .on the otber the Palatine, and
Monte Celio. Some derive its mame from Aves, by reason
of the number of birds which resort there by sun-rige,
from the banks of the river in its vicinity, of which Vir-
gil, in his 8th Eneid, writes, ** Dérarum nidis domus op-
portuns volucram.” Varro imagined it to be from ad-
vects, from its being separated, by palisades, from the
city of Rome and the people; others preferred the de-
nomination from adventw, from the great concourse of per-
sons coming from Latium to sacrifice in the temple of
Diana, built there in the time of Ancus Martins, But
the true signification, and which opinion is generally re-
ceived, is, that Aventinus, king of Alba, being killed by
lightning, was there buried, and thus left the name,
Aventinus, to the hill which concealed his remains This
hill was anciently called Pomeria, or rather the surround-
ing district, and was inclosed with walls and united to
the city under Claudius, of which Tacitus, in the i2th of
his annals, thus writes :.‘“;'omcrim auxit Cleudius more
prisco, guoiis qui protulere imperium et terminos urbis

gaz'c dﬂ::. PE! quoimp:::ﬁuic Claudius poss-
erit facile cognitu, et inactis publicis perscriptum.” In
ecommemoration of which enlarging of the city twe in-
scriptions yet remain, one of which in stone says:—TI.
CLAVDIVS. DRVSI. F. CAESAR. AVG. GERMANI-
CVS. PONT. MAX. TRIB. POT. VIiI. IMPXVI-
COSIIII. CENSOR. P. P. AVCTIS. POPVLI. RO-
MANI. FINIBVS. POMERIVM. AMPLIAVIT. TER-
MINAVITQ.: the other, which is in bronge, is placed
in the Campiogglio ;j—VTIQ. EI. FINES. POMERII.
PROFERRE. CVM. EX. REPVBLICA. CENTEBIT.
ESSE. LICEAT. ITA. VTI LICVIT. CLAVDIO.
CAESARIL. AVG. GERMANICO. Pliny, who wrote
in the time of Vespasian, says, that Rome embraced
seven hills, and that it contained fourteen districts, and
Publius Victorius numbers the Aventive as the thirteenth.
Since the building of the church of St. Sabina, and the

cb
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s having entire possession of the city of Rome, the
divisions of the city have been altered, and this of Mount
Aventine is now ranked as the first; this is noted by
Anastatius in the life of Eugenius I. This district has
been from many centuries the hereditary property of the
illustrious family Savelli; the Popes Honorius I11. and IV,
were of this family, who arc styled ‘ Nobles of Mount
Aventine.” Mount Aventine was, in the early ages of the
city, adorned with a number of temples, which, there is
good reason to believe, on the introduction of christianity,
were gonverted to the purposes for which they are at pre-
sent used, for, besides many other authorities, Arcadius
and Honorius directed that the public edifices should not
bedestroyed. It is, therefore, prubable that this church
of St. Sabina was the celebrateil temple of Dianu, or at
least built on the site, with the ruins of the afore-named
temple; and this is strengthened furtherby the testimony of
Appianus, in his account of the civil wars of Rome, book 1.
that C. Gracchus, in his flight from the temple of Diana
Aventine, passed the Tiber by the wooden bridge of Subli-
cias, which bridge was afterwards restored by Antoni-
nus Pius, and, being by him built of marble, obtaived the
name of Marmorea ; and which place to this day, where
the church of St. Sabina stands, is called Marmorata.
If to these reasons is superadded, that the port Trige-
mena, through which the way led from the city to Mount
Aventine, was at the foot of the hill through which
Gracchus passed to cross the river, which was in existence
some time back, and was the customary thoroughfure to
the charch of Sahina, whose Principaf entrance faces
the west, it is more evident it was formerly the tem-
ple of Diana, or at least the site of that temple. This
church. of St. Sabina was built in the year 425, in the
time of Theodosius, and in the papacy of Celestine the
first, by Peter of Savona, a cardinal priest of Rome, ac-
cording to the following inscription :  Hujus tempor ébus
Jecit Petrus Episcopus Illyrica de gentenatus Basilicum,
Sancta Sabina in urbe Roma in monte Aventino, jurta
monasterum Sancli Bonifacii Martyris in quo et Nanctus
Alegius jacet.” The church is very magnificent, hav-
ing a portico supported by two beautiful columns of
black marble, and another with columns at the side, the
front ornamented with elaborate bas-reliefs; tweaty-
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four columns of white marble divide the aisles from the
nave, in which is a noble tribune also of marble ; the
sac red utensils are of a magnificence corresponding with
the splendour of the church, amongst which is a ci-
borium of several pounds weight, together with anether
ciborium, chalice, paten, and corporal, all of silver, given,
as it is said, by Honorius IIl. in 1216. The station
at St. Sabina, being the first day of Lent, the pope goes
early in the morning, with the whole of bis court, to the
neighbouring church of St. Anastatia, on Mount Palatine,
where he stands till the people are assembled ; and it is
called The Colletta. The pope thendistributes the ashes to
the cardinals and those assembled ; after which ceremony
the litany is sung ; and the whole of the clergy and the
people go in procession to the church of St. Sabina, where
mass is said, and a sermon from the gospel of the day ; at
the end of which the deacon announces the station for
the following day at St. George. There are, besides the
day of the station, other festivals at this church, on the
20th of August, to celebrate the birth or martyrdom or
the saint; and on the 3d of May for other martyrs.

RELICS AT THE CHURCH OF ST. SABINA, BXHIBITED
ON SOLEMN FESTIVALS,

Under the high altar, given by Sixtus V., are the bodies of
the five following saints, which were found under the ancient
altar of Pope nius IL., in 1586, according to the in-
scription on a leaden chest which incloses them :—

The body of St. bub:;;
e - ia.
- — Alexander, pope.
— ~— Eventius, priest to the said i
— — Theodorius, 2 companion of Eventius.
In the church also,
An arm of St. Sabina.
Part of the cane with which Christ was beaten and derided.
A rib of one of the holy innocents.
Bones of the 40 mart
Bones of the 11,000 Virgins.
Part of the tunic of St. Doinic. .
A eross of silver, in the middle of which is another cross
containing variouns relics, viz.
A piece of the true cross ofour Saviour ; on the right arm
this cross are relics of B Thomas Apostle and St
wrence.
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In mbﬁ crm, of St Bartholomew & St. Mary Magdalem
In the of St. Peter and St. James, apustles.
In the of St. Alexander, pope, St Sabina, St.
Seraphia, St. Agnes, and St. Hypolitus, and his com-
ions.

Part of the stone on which our Saviour slept.

Part of the sepulchre of the blessed Virgin.

Some olives from Mount Olivet.

Someearth and stone from the holy sepulchre, besides
other relics ot St. Peter, Paul, Matthew, Stephen, Philip,
James, Cosmas, Dumianus, Apollinarius, Catherine, Ce-
cilia, and many more.

In the middle of the pavement of the church is seen a black
stone, of which it is said that St. Dominic one night,
praying at this spot, his enemy the devil hurled a stone at him,
which touched him slightly, bat forced its way through the
pavement on which he was kneeling and buried itsell in the
earth: upon moviag the high altar to its present spnt, this stone
was found, an | the miracle is celebrated in a legend insoribed
thereon.

Of such materials are composed the various relics
found in the other stations, at Rome, and in other parts
of the Roman catholic werld. Theaccount here inserted
has been furnished by a catholic gentleman who has re
sided at Rome, and observed whatever is cartons or in-
teresting in that venerable city,

We have the Council of Trent and the catechisms for
authority in asserting, that all gopod Roman Catholies are
taught, that in honouring saints who sleep in the Lord —
in invoking them—in reverencing their sacred rclics and
ashes, the glory of God is so far from being lessened
that it isgreatly increased ; that they are to be warshipped,
or invoked, because they constantly pray to God for the
salvation of men.

In “ The grourds of the Catholic doctrine” it is stated,
in answer to the following question: “ What is the Ca-
tholic doctrine touching the veneration and invocation of
saints1” it is said that ** We are taught, 1st, that there is
an honour and veueration dae to angels and saints ; 2d,
thatthey offer prayers to God for us; 3d, that it is good
and profitable to invoke them, that is, to lave recourse
to their intercession and prayers; and, 4th, that their
relics are to be had in veneration.”

They tell us further, that the church in all ages has
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paid this honour and veneration to the saints, by erecting
churches, and keeping holidays to their memory: a prac-
tice which the Protestants have also retained. I their
invocations, however, they simply say te the saints,
“ Pray for us.” To the Virgin Mary, the common invo-
cation is this, “ Hail Mary, mother of God, the Lord is
with thee; pray for us sinners now and at the hour of
death!” They, however, frequently in their books of com-
mon prayer, or missals as we cail them, use the most
plessing and endearing epithets to the Virgin,

ARTIC.LE XXI.

1 do believe that the images of Christ, of the blessed
Virgin the mother of God, and of other suints, ought
to be bad and retained, and that due honour and vene-
ration ought to be paid unto them.

ition.—** Pictures are the books of the un-
learned.” But it is not this idea alone tbat suggests te
the pious Catholic the propriety of paying veneration to
the images of the saints: the catechism says that the
minister shall teach the people, that images of saints are
te be placed in churches that they may be likewise wor-
shipped. If any doubt arise about the meaning of the
word worship, when applied to images, the minister shall
teach them, that images were made to instruct them in
the history of both testaments, and to refresh their me-
mories ; for being excited by the remembrance of divine
things, teey excite more strongly to worship God himself.

Itis a stupid and illiberal error to charge the Roman
Catholics with the proper worship of saints or of images ;
and to call them idolators, as many have done, and somne
ill-informed Protestants still do; the charge is both un-
true and unjust.

Who bae not often involuntarily ejacuiated a prayer to the
One God, when looking upon some well-executed piece of
sculpture or painting, representing some person or scene
of sacred history. The scriptural paintings of the late
Mr. West, some of which ornament the altar-pieces of
our own churches, have a powerful tendency to call forth
this feeling ; and he has but a cold heart, if noteven a scep-
*ical one, who can look upon that artist’s “Christ heali:s
the Sick,” or his *“ Christ rejected,” and be totally unmoy
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by something of a devotional spirit. It is certain, that
nothing more than the excitation of this feeling isintended
by the use of images and pictures amongst the Roman

tholics. If ignorant persons in ignorant times have
made any other use of these visible remembrancers of de-
parted worth, it has been an abuse of an barmless, if not
a profitable, practice. ‘The Catholic church forbids ido-
latry, ranking it as one of the deadly sins. Let them be
rightly understood on this as on other points. Let us not
charge them with being of a religion which they deny,
nor judge them lest we also be judged. I neither justity
nor condemn; but state facts, But it must be confessed
that their language, especially when speaking of the Vir-
gin Mary, is sometimes extremely poetical and devout :
in the little office of the hlessed Virgin, she 1s desired to
loose the bonds of the guilty—to drive away evils from
us—te demand all good things for us—muke us chaste—
protect us from the enemy—receive us at the hour of
death. She is set forth as the mother of mercy, and the
hope of the world ; but why may not a Roman Catholic
call her The Mother of God? These are all so many pious
hyperboles and nothing more: worship, in the highest
sense of the word, the Catholics pay to the Trinity only :—
the very same Trinity in Unity, and Unity in Trinity,
which is * worshipped and glorified” by christians of
the reformed churches in all countries.

ARTICLE XXII,

I do affirm, that the power of indulgences was left by
Christ in the church; and that the use of them is very
beneficial to christian people,

Erposition.—Bossuet asscrts, aud only what is commonly
believed, thatthe Council of Trent proposes nothing more
relative to indulgences, but that the church had the power
of granting them from Jesus Christ, and that the practice
of them is wholesome ; which custom, that Council adds,
ought still to be preserved, though with moderation, lest
ecclesiastical discipline should be weakened by too
great toleration,

By indulgences granted by the popes and prelates of
the church, persons are discharged from temporal pu-
nishment here and in purgatory. .
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On few subjects has the Catholic religion been more
misrepresented than on this of indulgences: there is
something obnozious in the very term. We are apt to
attach an idea and importance o it, when applied as in
this case, which do not helong to it. That a bad use
may have, at times, been made of it, is readily admitted :
for what good is there that has not been abused? But it
is denied that the Catholic religion gives any authority to
its popes or prelates, or other ecclesiastical oflicers to
. Brant a licence to sin, as many well-meaning protestanis
suppose they may. The forgery about Tetzel at the
time of the reformation ought not to be mentioned, ex-
cept to the individual disgrace of the forgers. I vindicate
not the practice or the doctrine of indulgences in any
sense ; but the author, as an honest writer, will endeavour
to screen the voulbful mind, for whom he principally now
writes, from the contagion of prejudice and mistake on
this, as on other points.

In the first ages of the Christiun church indulgences
were common. In those times of sirict ecclesiastical dis-
cipline, very severe penaities were inflicted on those who
had been guilty of any sins, whether public or private;
and in particular they were forbidden, for a certain time,
to partake of the Lord’s supper, or to hold any com-
munion witl: the church. General rules were formed
upon these subjects; but as it was often found expedient
1o make a discrimination in the degrees of punishment,
according to the different circumstauces of the offenders,
and especially when they shewed marks of contrition and
repentance, power was given lo Ihe bishups, by the Coun-
cil of Nice, to relax or remit those punishments as they
should see reason. Every favour of this kind was called
an indulgence or pardon.

Io course of time, however, this wholesome discipline
began to relax and degeuerate, and some few ambitious
and desiguing men, in those dark ages, began to make a
bad use of it: in the very teeth of their own religious
tenets and doctrines, these indulgences were actually
bought and sold, just as in our own times church-livings,
advowsons as they are called, seats in parliament, lucra-
tive and honorary offices in church and state, are sold.
The doctrine itself implies neither more nor less thap a
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merciful relaxation of some severe ecclesiastical disci
pline; and the practice, though not the name, is still re-
tained by muny of the sects of the present day. The
Wesleyan Methodists, for instance, whose church disci-
pline is a pattern worthy the imitation of all other
churches, a few years ago adopted the spirit of this doc-
trme of indulgences when certain of their most useful and
popular preachers having been guilty of some of those
uberrations from the straight line of moral rectitude to
which human nature, in its best coadition, is, alas! but
too prone : instead of at once unmercifully inflicting upon
them the full measure of that punishment which they had
merited, exposing them to the world, and expelling
them from the connexion, they prudently and mercifully
granted them an indulgence ; that is, they retained them
in their stations as ministers of the gospel: but ap-
pointed them to circuits of a somewhat inferior character;
and instead of placing their names along with their re-
spective colleagues, simply iuserted such an ome by
name, * end one more.” This was an indulgence to all
intents and purposes; and such is the original import
aud design of this practice.

At present, the utmost length to which the use of in-
dulgences is carried in the Cburch of Rome is their exten-
sion to the dead: and here the Catholics tell us, they are
not granted by way of absolution, since the pastors of the
church have not that jurisdiction over the dead; but are
only availuble to the faithful shepherd, by way of swf-
[rage, or spiritual succour, applied to their souls out of
the treasury of the church.

They bave also what they call a jubilee; and so called from
the resemblance it bears to the jubilee in the old Mosaic
law; which was a year of remission, in which bondsmen
were restored to Eberty, and every one returned to his
possessions. The Catholic jubilee is a plenary or entire
indulgence granted every twenty-fifth year, as also upon
other extraordinary occasions, to such as, being truly
penitent, shall worthily receive the blessed sacrament,
and perform the other conditions of fasting, alms, and
pr;{er, usually prescribedat such times.

ere are other plensry induigences, differing from a
jubilee. A jubilee is more solemn, and accompanied
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with certain privileges, not usually granted upon other
occasions, with regard 1o their being absolved by any ap-
proved confessor from all excommunications, aud other
reserved cases ; and having vows exchanged into the per-
formance of other works of piety. To which may be
sdded, that as a jubilee is extended to the whole church,
which at that time joins as it were in a body, in offering
a holy violence to heaven by prayer and penitential
works ; and as the cause for granting an indulgence is
usually more evident, and greater works of piety are pre-
scribed for the obtaining of it, the indulgence, of conse-
quence, is likely to be more certain and secure.

In the ordinary, or what may be called the every-day
pructice, indulgences extend only to the granting of the
laity to eat certain meats, or abstain from certain formal
fasts and observances, from considerations of sickmess,
convenience, &c.

‘This is the sum of that dreadful bug-bear at which we
have so long startled with horror, and shrunk back from
with indignation: the practice may be absurd; but it is
not wicked when rightly undersiood, and observed in
conformity with the spirit and tenure of the rest of the
Roman Catholic religion.

ARTICLE XXIIT,

1 do acknowledge the holy catholic and apostolic
Roman Church to be the mother and mistress of 3l
churches ; and I do promise and swear true obedience
to the Bishop of Rome, the successor of Peter, the
Prince of the Apostles, and the Vicar of J esus Christ.

Exposition.—This article hias reference chiefly to what
has been, somewhat improperly, called the pope’s supre-
macy ; it ought rather to be called the pope's primacy.

The Catholic doctrine is as follows: That St. Peter
was bead of the church under Christ—that the pope,
or Bishop of Rome, is at present head of the church,
and Christ’s vicar upon earth. This they attempt to
prove by the unanimous consent of the fathers, and
the tradition of the church, and say that St. Peter
translated bis chair from Antioch to Rome. Hence
the see of Rome in all ages has been called the see of
Peter—the chair of Peter; and absolutely the see apos-
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tolic; and in that quality has, from the beginning, exer-
cisea jurisdiction over all other churches.

The Church of Rome they call the mistress and me
ther of all churches; because her bishop is St, Peter's
successor, and Christ's vicar upon earth, and conse-

uently the father and pastor of all the faithful; ana
therefore this church, as being St. Peter's see, is the
mother and mistress of all churches,

Pope Bonifuce VIII. in his canon law, asserts and de-
crees as follows ; ** Moreover we declare, and say, and
define, and pronounce to every human creature, that it is
altogether necessary to salvation, to be subject to the
Roman pontiff.”

It is proper here to caution the reader against the no-
tion that Roman Catholics, in udmitting the pope’s su-
premacy, or primacy, hold that the pope’s power over
the ‘christian world is of a temporul nature: it has po
such extension ; no such reference ; for how often have tne
pope’s spiritual subjects, catholic kings and emperors,
goue to war with his holiness? Kings do not now
hold their crowns at the disposal of any one except of the
laws and of their own suhjects. The pope’s authority
over his own temporul dominions, which he holds us
any other sovereign, is, of course, not purely of an eccle-
siastical kind; and his spiritual power is greatly limited,
even in Catholic countries, as France, Spain, &c. The
French or Gallican church, in particular, is very inde-

endenl, As far as relates to local discipline, the pope has

ut a limited authority; even in the church of which
he is recognized as the head.

ARTICLE XXIV.

I do undoubtedly receive and profess all other things
that are delivered, defined by the sacred canons and ecu-
menical coyncils, and especially by the holy synod of
Treat: and all other things contrary hereunto, and all
heresies condemned, rejected, and anathematized by the
church, I do likewise condemn, reject, and anathematize

This, it must be confessed, is a sweeping article: 1t’
the very worst of the whole system; but even lere
we shall do well not to mistake or misrepresent. The in
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tolerance bhere manifest is evidently directed against
*“ things” rather than persons. They are beresies, real
or supposed, that are condemned, rejected, and anathe-
matized, and not the persons of the heretics, It ought
not, bowever, to be denied, or concealed, that this famous
bull, as it is called, which bears date Nov. 1564, repeat-
edly denounces curses on all those who dare dispute its
statements. This solemn * bull, concerning the form of
an oath of profession of faith,” all ecclesiastical persons,
whether secular or regular, and all military orders, are
abliged to take and subscribe as follows : ** This*true Ca-
tholic faith, without which no one can be saved, which
at this present time I do of my own accord profess and
sincerely hold, I, the same N. N. do promise and vow,
and swear, and God assisting me, most constantly to re-
tain and confess, entire and unviolated, to the last
breath of my life; and so far as in me lies, I will likewise
take care that it shall be held, taught, and rreached by
my subjects, or those the care of whom belongs to me,
in the discharge of my office.”

The exclusive character of the Roman Catholic reli«
gion is its worst feature: in doctrines, of a purely theo-
logical nature, it differs litle from the Calvinist, or at
hest from the reformed churches: in morals it is equal
'v the best of them: in discipline it is more rigid than
any of them: but in the exclusive spirit, which it almost
every where breatbes, it is more uniformly explicit and
expressive thau all the others. It is true, that in the
cburch of England, the purest of all national churches,
we boldly pronounce “ God's wrath and everlasting
dampation” on all who do not believe, or bold, or * keep
whole and undefiled,” the creed of St, Athanasius. Itis
equally true, that the Calvinian churches do not admit
salvation without faith, meaning thereby the right, or their
own, faith, Norisit less a fact, that many sects and parties
“ do not see how a man can be saved zoiding such and
such a creed, differing from their own ;" but, then, we do
not, like the Roman Catholics, call persons heretics
and anathematize them at the repetition of every doc-
trine, cousigning them to the blackness of darkness for
ever and ever, because they do not say our Shibeleth m
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every particuiar. We do not finally and fully condemn for
every trivial error: it is only the man who disputes the most
material of the “Five Points,” thut we all of us give over
to Satan. If a man believes the holy trinity, original sin,
vicarious sacrifices, eternal torments, the election of a
few, and the reprobation of all the rest—if he holds the
impuled righteousness of Christ—the final perseverance
of the saints—the extraordinary influences of the Holy
Spirit, and has taken the oath of abjuration, and that also
against transubstantiation, we all admit that such an one
is, at least, in a salvable state; unless, indeed, as some of
us conlend, he hus the misfortune to be included in the
horribile decretum ; \n which case there ig no hope for
him, whatever he believes, or whatever he rejects. But
how different this from the creed of the Roman Catholics,
which calls all men heretics, except the invisibly ignorant,
who do not believe all the articles of the christian faith!
And then there is this material difference between us: the
catholics pertinaciously almost to @ man, act and speak,
in a religious point of view, according to what they pro-
fess: if they anathemalize heretics in their churches,
they do the same every where else, when called upon 1o
express their opinions; whereas we, the reformed, are
more enlightened, and, at times, call one another brethren,
however widely we differ in minor poiuts, and however
zealously we oppose heresy in the pulpit: we are better
than our faith—the catholics are as bad as theirs.

In the year 1788, a committee of the English catho-
lics waited on Mr. Pitt, respecting their application for a
repeal of the penal laws. He requested to be furnished
with authentic evidence of the opinions of the Roman
Catholic clergy and the Roman Catholic universities
abroad, ‘on the existence and extent of the pope’s dis-
pensing power.” Three questions were accordingly
framed, und sent to the universities of Paris, Louvain, Al-
cala, Doway, Salamanca, and Vulladolid, for their opi-
nions. The questions proposed to them were, 1. Has
the pope or cardinals, or any body of men, or any indivi-
dual of the church ot Rome, any civil authority, power,
Jurisdiction, or pre-eminence whatsoever, within 1the
realm of England? 2. Can the pope, or cardinals, or
any body of men, or any individual of the church of
Rome, absolve or dispense with his majesty’s subjects
from their oath of allegiance, upon any pretext whatso
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ever? 3. If there is any principle in the tenets of the
catholic faith, by which cltborircs are justified in not
keeping faith with heretics, or other persons, differing
from them in religious opinions, in any transaction, either
of a public or a private nature?

“The universities answered unanimously:—1. That
the pope or cardinals, or any body of men, or any indi-
vidual of the church of Rome, has not any civil autho-
rity, power, jurisdiction, or pre-eminence whatsoever,
within the realm of England. 2. That the pope or car-
dinals, or any body of men, or any individual of the
church of Rome, CANNOT absolve or dispense with his
majesty’s subjects from their oath of allegiance, upon
any pretext whatsoever. 3. That there is no principle in
the tenets of the catholic faith, by which catholics are
justified in not keeping faith with heretics, or other per-
sons differing from them in religious opinions, in any
transactions either of a public or a private nature.

A faithful view having thus been exhibited of the
RELiGioN of the Roman Catholics, so far as relates to
doctrines and opinions, nothing remains but to attempt
a similar description of their RiTks ard CEREMONIES,
including some religiovs PRACTICES not already suffi-
ciently explained. '

It is well known that the Roman Catholics perform
divine service in the Latin tongue. The Council of
Trent decreed that this ought to be the case. This
practice was introduced so early as the year 6686 ; a very
eminous number, being no other than the number of the
beast mentioned in the holy scriptures, that beast being,
as we protestants believe, no other than the church of
Rome herself; though some ignorant cathclics bave de-
clared that it meant the famous Doctor Martin Luther,

It has been said, but without foundation, that the Ro-
man Catholics forbid the use of the holy scriptures im
the vulgar tongue; they now have numerous translations
in use among the laity as well as among the clergy; but
the church does not encourage any translation besides
her own.

Something ought to be said concerning Persecution
and the Inquisition; but all that is needful to be stated
ot those points is, that the religion of the catholics fore
bids the former, and knows no more of the latter than
the protestant religion knows of the Star-chamber They
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are state-institutions and state-practices, not properly
chargeable upon the religivn of the catholics; though
they may be upon catholic princes and rulers, who, not
*“ not knowing what manner of spirit they were ol,”
encouraged them in despight of the obvious tenets of
their religion.

The WorsHIP of the church of Rome is of the
grandest and most imposing character. Its ceremonials,
especially in foreign countries, are extremely splendid.
The most remarkable of their religious solemnities shall
be now described.

The ALTAR, according to the sacred canons, sheuld
be made of stome; aad it is the bishop's province te con-
secrate it. The table should be of one single stone,
supported by pillars; there should be three steps to go
up to it, covered with a carpet; and it is the clerk’s
business to see that the table be covered with a chrismal,
that is, a fine cloth as white as possible, laid upon it.
All this must be observed with the greatest exactness
with regard to the high altar, where Christ’s body, or
the host, is generally deposited. The clerks must be
dressed in their surplices when they approach it, and
immediately kneel down and adore the holy sacrament.
Certain rules are likewise to be observed in the change of
the ornaments; the whole of which must be blessed,
crossed, &c. and sprinkled with holy, or consecrated
water,

The same formalities are to be observed with respect
to the TABERNACLE of the altar, to the pyx, that is, the
box wherein the host is locked up, and the corporals on
which they consecrate; in all which they are to provide
every thing of the greatest value; neither gold, silver, nor
precious stones, are spared to adorn it; and the most
splendid productions of art contribute to its lustre. Ta.
pers are set on the right and left side, which must be
made of white wax, except in offices for the dead, &c.

Trere must be a crucifix, in alto relievo, on the altar ;
which is generally of curious workmanship. This cruci-
fix must be so placed, that the foot may be as high as the
top of the candlesticks. There are, also, sundry cruets,
basins, &c. for washing; also, a little bell, to be rung
al what is culled the sanctus, and the two elevations,
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or liftings-up, of the host,. The clerk must tinkle it
twice at each sancfus; and at the two elevations nine
times (viz.) thrice when the priest kneels down; thrice
when he elevates the host, and thrice when he sets it
down upon the altar, : ;

The same formalities are observed in regard to the
ehalice, or cup. ,

The altar is inclosed within rails, generally of curious
workmanship, and the whole service is conducted with
solemnity and great ceremony.

It will be proper here to explain, as well as [ can, * ob-
scured as they arc in the mist of antiquity,” some of these
ceremonies, and of the vestments with which the priests
are decorated on their solemn occasions. The Rev,
Peter Gandolphy, u learned priest of the metropolis, has
given sufficient explanations of them in his preface to his
edition of the liturgy, published a few years ago. These
ceremonies, composed, as he says, for the edification of
the faithful, were mostly intended to bear a mystical
signification; though convenience and propriety often
dictated the adoption of ome. Thus the praying with
uplifted hands, in imitation of Moses, mystically expresses
the elevation of our thoughts to God. St. Paul also gives
a mystical reason for the custom of men praying unco-
vered in churches ; and even to many of their ceremonies
which propriety has introduced, the church has added a
mystical sense. Thus the altars in the Roman Catholie
churches are always raised above the level of the pave-
ment, that the people may more easily observe the myste-
ries as they are celebrated; yet, in this the church pro-
poses 10 herself a meaning of a nystical kind, which is,
that they are the altars of mediation between heaven and
earth.

In the same manner the sacred vestmenis were, we are
told, originally common garments, in universal use when
first introduced into the offices of religion. These several
vestments are called by the following names: The chs-
suble and dalmatic: these were coloured dresses, corres-
ponding in shape to the French frock worn by our'labour-
Ing peasants: convenience has taught the Catholics to
leave the seams unsewed at the sides.—The cope. This
is an exact pattern of our modern trooper’s cloak.—The
stole : this was a smaller cloak, more resembling &
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tippet, or Spanish mantle, which the scissors have grade-
ally narrowed to its present shape.—The menuple was
onginally a cloth, hanging from the left arm, to wipe
the face.-~The amice was a cloth tied over the head;
used perhaps for warmth, and so placed thet it might be
drawn back upon the neck and shoulders at pleasure.—
The ald was the universal under-garment of all ranks,
full, and reaching down to the heels; and is still the
common dress of the Asiatics.—The girdle was a cord
necessary to confioe it close to the body.—The surplice
was a short loose white dress, and so called because
eccasionally worn over a dress made of the fur and hair
of animals.

Such are the names, and such the origin, of the princi-
pal vestments worn by Catholic priests of-the present
day; but influenced by the ever-varying fashion of the
times, the church soon affixed to them a mystical signifi-
cation, and piously assimilated them to the virtues in
which the christian’s soul is ever supposed to be arrayed.
The amice, or head-cloth, for instance, was compared to
the protecting helmet of spiritual grace and salvation.—
The long alb, or white linen garmen!, was supposed to
be emblematical of future glory and immortality.—The
manuple was thought to be an emblem of persecutions
and sufferings for Christ's sake ; and the chasuble, dalma-
tic, &c. to express the yoke and burthen of the gospel.

Divine service, amongst the Catholics, consists of prayers
and holy lessons, which the church has appointed to be read
every duy by the clergy at particular hours. This service
is called by the church the canomical howrs; because it
was ordained by the canons of the church, which not
only prescribed the hours in which it was to be said, but
!ik'e;riu the particular circumstances by which it is to be
said.

This office is generally called the breviery, which de-
rives its name from its being an abridgment of a longer
service, that was formerly used, than is at present.

This office is to be said in a standing posture, pursuant
to the ancient custom of the church; and upon the knees
eb the day of penauce. ,

The office consists of seven hours, if mattins and lauds
are to be reckoned one; but of eight, in case they are
divided. In the more early ages it was composed of six
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parts only. At present they are divided into seven or
eight parts, (viz.) mattins for night, lauds for the mora-
ing; prime, tierce, sexte, and nome for the day: vespers
for the evening, and compline for the beginning of the
nighr.

The Lour of saying prime is directly after sun-rising;
tierce is fixed to the third hour of the day; seste at the
siath hour; mome at the ninth hour ; vespers towards the
evening, and compline after sun-set, Due care is taken, that
these offices be ull punctually performed at or near the
times specified.

When the pope celebrates mass himself, the cardinals

pear in white damask robes, laced with gold. The car-
dinal bishops wear copes; the cardinal priests charubles;
the cardinal deacons tunics; and all of them white da-
mask mitres. The bishops wear copes also; but they are
all of rich silks, embroidered with gold, and white linen
mitres sewed on paste-boards.

The Ceremonies of the NMass come next to he described.
In 1kis most solemn service, which is, as 1 have already
stated, a holy sacrifice, the church not only prays her-
self, but Jesus Christ, by the sacrifice of his own body,
is supposed to offer up to God his Father the most perfect
adoration that can possibly be paid, since it is nothing
less than a sactifice oﬂ'ere(f to 1E:. Almighty by one who
is himself God.

The mass consists of two parts, (viz) first, from the
beginning to the offering, formerly called the mass of the
catechumens ; and the second, from the offering to the
conclusion, called the mass of the faithful, All persons
without distinclion being present at mass till the offering,
the deacon then crieth out ** holy things are for such as
are lholy : let the profane depart hencel”

In Picart’s book on Religious Rites and Ceremonies
we have no fewer than thirty-five curious prints, illus-
trative of the several parts or portions of this great ser-
vice: they are briefly as follow:—1. The priest goes
to the altar, in allusion to our Lord’s retreat with his
apostles to the Garden of Olives. 2. Before he begins
mass, he says a preparatory prayer. The priest is then
to ook on himself as one abandoned of God, and driven
out of Paradise for the sin of Adam. 3. The priest
makes confession fer himself, and for the people, in
which it is required that he be free from mortal and

]
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from venial sin. 4., The priest kisses the altar, as a
token of our reconciliation with God, and our Lord’s
being betrayed by a kiss. 5. The priest goes to the
epistle side of the altar, and thurifies or perfumes it.
Jesus Christ is now supposed to be taken and bound.
8. The Introite, said or sung, i.e. a psalm or hymn, ap-
plicable to the circumstance of our Lord’s being carried
before Caiaphas the high-priest. 7. The priest says the
Kyrie Eloison, which signifies, Lord, have mercy upon us,
three times, in allusion toPeter’s denying ourLord thrice.8.
The priest turning towards the altar, says, Dominus vobis-
cum, i.e. The Lord be with you; the people return this
salutation, cum Spiritu two, and with thy Spirit, Jesus
Christ looking at Peter. 9. The priest reads the epistle
relating to Jesus being accused before Pilate. 10. The
pricst bowing before the altar, says Munda cor, i. e
Cleanse our hearts, The gradual is sung. This psalm
is varied according as it is the time of Lent or not. The
devotion is now directed to our Saviour’s being accused
before Herod, and making no reply. 11. The priest
reads the gospel wherein Jesus Christ is sent from
Herod to Pilate. The gospel is carried from the right
side of the altar to the left, to denote the tender of the

pel to the Gentiles, after refusal by the Jews. 12
priest uncovers the chalice, hereby to represent our Lord
was stripped in order to be scourged. 13. The oblatioa
to the host, the creed is sung by the congregation. The
priest then kisses the altar, then the priest offers up the
host, which is to represent or import the scourging of
Jesus Christ, which was introductory to his other sui'u‘
ings. 14, The priest elevates the cgalice, then covers it.
Here Jesus being crowned with thorns is supposed to be
figured to the mind, shewing that he was going to be
elevated a victim; and it is well known the victims of
the Pagans were crowned before ‘they were sacrificed to
their idols. 15. The priest washes his fingers, as Pilate
washed his hands, and declares Jesus innocent, blesses the
bread and the_wine, blesses the frankincense, and per-
fumes the broad and wine, praying that the smell of this
sacrifice may be more acceptable to him than the smohe
of victims, 16. The priest turning to the people, suy
Coremus, Fratres, i. e. let us pray. He then bows hia
to the altar, addresses himself to the Trinity, and prays
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% a very low voice. This is one of the secretums of the
mass, and the imagination of the devout christian is to
find out the conformity between this and Christ being
closthed with a purple robe; but we shall be cautious of
adding more on this head, that we may not lose ourselves
in the boundless ocean of allusions. 17. The priest says
the preface at the close of the Secretums. This part of
the mass is in affinity to Jesus Christ being crucified. The
trial uses a prayer to God the Father, which is followed

y the Sanctus, holy, holy, holy is the Lord, &c. which
the people sing. 18. The priest joining his hands prays
for the faithful that are living. This is said to be in al-
lusion to Jesus Christ bearing the cross to die upon, that
we might live. 19. The priest covers with a cloth the
bost and chalice, 8t. Veronica offering her handkerchief
to Jesus Christ. 20. The priest makes the sign of the
cross upon the host and chalice, 10 signify that Jesus
Christ is nailed to the cross. 21. The priest adores the
host before elevated, und then he raises it up, in the best
manne: to represent our Saviour lifted up upon the
¢ross, He repeats the Lord’s prayer, with his arms ex-
teided, that his body might represent the figure of a
cruss, which is the ensign of christianity, 22. The
priest likewise consecrates the chalice, and elevates it, to
represent the blood of Jesus Christ shed upon the cross.
23. The priest says the Memento for the faithful that are
in purgatory. ‘This prayer is in allusion to that which
our Lord made for his euemies; but this allusion would
he forced and unnatural, unless the devotees looked upon
themselves as his enemies. 24. The priest then raises
bis voice, smiting his breast, begs Gad’s blessing on him-
self and congregation, for the sake of such saints as he
enumerates, and implores the divine Majesty for a place
iv paradise, to imitate the thief upon the cross. 35,
The priest elevates the host and cup, and says the per
smmis, then the Lord’s prayer. The sign of the cross,
which he makes on the host, the chalice, and the altar, is
to represent to God that bleeding sacrifice which his Son
offered up to him of himself; then the devout christian
becomes the child of God, and all this is an allusien to
the Virgin Mary’s being bid to look on St. John as her
wn. 26. After the Lord’s prayer the priest says a pri-
vate one to God, to procure his peace by the mediativn
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of the Virgin Mary and the saints, them puts the sacred
kost upon the paten, and breaks it, to represent Jesus
Qarist giving up the ghost. 27. The priest puts a little
bit of the host into the chalice. The true christian is
now with an eye of faith to behold Jesus Christ descend-
ing into Limbo, i. e. hell. 28. Then the priest says, and
the people sing, Agnus Dei, &c. thrice over, and the
priest smites his breast. This action is an allusion to
those who, having seen our Lord’s sufferings, returred
home smiting their breasts. 29. After the Agnus Dei
is sung, the priest says a-private prayer for the peace of
the church. He then kisses the altar, and the instru-
ment of peace called the paxis, which being received at
his hands by the deacon, it is handed about to the peo-
ple to be kissed, and passed from each other with these
werds, peace be with you ; and whilst the paxis is kiss-
ing, the priest prepares himself for the communion by
two other prayers, when he adores the host, and then
says, with a low voice, J will cat of the celestial bread ;
and smiting his breast, says, I am not worthy that thow
shouldest enter into my house, three times, after eating of
the bread. He uncovers the chalice, repeating verse 1.
of the 115th psalm, according to the Vulgate. When
the priest has received the communion, he administers it
to the people. The application of these ceremonies is
to the death and burial of Jesus Christ, and his descent
into hell. 30. After this, the priest putting the wine
into the chalice, in order to take what is called the al-
lution, repeats a short prayer; then he causes wine and
water to be poured out for the second ablution, accom-
panied with another short prayer, and then salutes the
congregation. 'These ablutions allegorically. represent
the washing and embalming the body of Jesus Christ,
&c. 91. The priest sings the post communion or prayer
for a good effect of the sacrament then received, ex-
pressed by the glorious resurrection of the regenerate
ehristians, and is to be looked upon as the representation
of our Lord's resurrection. 82. The priest, turning to
the people, says, Dominus vobiscum, salutes the congre-
gation, us the umbassador of Christ, with the message of
peace. 33. The priest reads the beginning of St. John's
goepel, and particularly of Jesus’s appearing to his
mother and disciples, and uses some short prayers.
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U4, The priest dismisses the people with these words,
Hte, mizsa est, depart, the mass is concluded, to which
they snswer, God be thanked. This, they say, points to
the aseension of Jesus Chbrist, where he receives the
eternul reward of that sacritice, both as priest and vie-
tim. 35. The people receive the benedictica of the
priest or bishap, if he is present, to represent the blessings
promised and poured down upoa the apostles by the
Holy Ghost.

is benediction must be given after kissing, with
eyes erected to heaven, and arms stretched out, and then
geotly brought back to the stomach, that the hands may
join in an affectiogpte manner for the congregation of
the faithful.

The extension of the arms and the jeining of the hands
are both mysterious, and shew the charity with which the
priest calls his spiritual brethren to God.

Whea he pronounces the benediction he must lean in
an"eagaging posture towards the altar.

The general division of masses is into high and low.
High Mass, called also the Grand Mass, is that sung by
the choristers, and celebrated with the assistance of a
deacon and a sub-deacon. Low Mass, wherein the
prayers are barely rehearsed, without amy singing, and
performed without much ceremony, or the assistance of
a deacon and subdeacon  he music on these occasions
iis generally as full and as rich as possible.

As to ordinary masses, there are some which are said
for the christian’s soul ; for releasing it from purgatory,
or mitigating its punishment there. A sufficient sum
must be left to the parish-priest for that purpase; for,
although the Romxn Catholic priests are, in this country
at least, not very ampiy provided for, they, like most
other labourers worthy of their hire, act upon the prin-
ciple of “ no pay no paternoster.”

There are also Private Masses, for the restoration to
health, for travellers, and for returning thanks to’ Al-
mighty God for particular mercies; these are called vo-
tive masses.

The mass used at sea is called the Dry Mass, because
om these occasions the cup is omitted, lest the motion
of the vessel should occasion any of the consecrated
wine, which is the blood of God, to be spilled.
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There are other sorts of solemn masses, as the eolle-
giate, the pontifical, those celebrated before the pope,
cardinals, or bishops, at Chrisimas, Passion-week, &¢.

When high mass is performed episcopally, or by a
bishop, it is attended with still greater ceremony
magnificence. As soon as the bishop is observed to
come in sight, the bells are rung; that is, of course,
where bells are used, which in this country is not very
common. On bhis setting his foot within the church-
doors the organs begin to play; the master of the cere-
monies gives the sprinkler to the head-canon, who pre-
sents it, after he has kissed both that and the prelate’s
hand. His lordship sprinkles himself, and then the ca-
nons with it, in the name of the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Ghost ; and then goes and says a prayer before the
altar, on which stands the holy sacrament, at a desk pre-

ared for that particular purpose, and does the same at
the high altar, from whence he withdraws into the ves-
try, and there puts on his peculiar ornaments in the fol-
lowing order:—

The sub-deacon goes to a little closet contiguous to the
altar, and takes from them the episcopal sandals and
stockings, which he elevates and presents to the bishop.
Then the deacon kneels down, and pulls off his lordship’s
shoes and stockings, in the midst of seven or eight aco-
lites and rcaders, the former being gencrally young per-
sons, whose business it is to wait on the pope, or serve
in churches, as in this instance. The word itself simply
signifies followers. These are all dressed in their respec-
tive habits, and with the deacons, all upon their knees,
spreud the prelate’s robes.

Two of the acolites, or accolythi, after that they have
washed their hands, take 1he sacred habiliments, hold
them up, and give them to the two deacon-assistants, to
put upon the bishop as soon as he has washed his hands,
The deacon salutes the bishop, takes off his upper gar-
ment, and putson his amice, the cross whereof he devoutly
kisses. Then thev give him the albe, the girdle, the cross
for his breast; the stole, and pluvial, Upon receiving
euch of these the bishop kisses the cross, thereby to testify
his veneration of that sacred emblem. The deacons and
assistants likewise kiss the holy vestments,

As soon as the bishop is seated, they put his mitre om,
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snd a priest presenis him with the pastoral ring The
deacon gives him his right glove, and the sub-deacon his
left, which each of them kiss, as also the band they have
the honour to serve in all these circumstances.

Prayers intended to return God thanks for the sapectii-
cation of his church by the Holy Ghost, are ejaculated,
and adapted te each individuar piece of the episcopal
robes. The devotion of this ceremony is also supported
end confirmed by the singing the office of the tierce.
These several robes, &c. have also each a mystical or spi-
ritual signification ; as the sfole describes the yoke of the
gospel ; the taking off of the shoes alludes to Moses
putting off his shoes. 'The pluvial was formerly used by
travellers, to represent the miseries of this life, &c. &ec.

The bishop being thus dressed in all his habiliments, .
his clergy range themselves round about him. Two dea-
cons, who are canons, place themselves on each side of
bim, both in their dalmaticus; and afier them a deaeen
and sub-deacon. Then the inceuse-bearer, with the .
censer,and a priest, with the savel, out of which the bishop
takes the incense, puts it into the censer, and gives it his
benediction. After this he kisses the cross, which is upon
the vesiry altar; and then goes in procession tb the other
altar, where he is to celebrate the mass. "The incense-
bearer walks at the bead of the procession ; two wax-can-
dle bearers, with lighted tapers in their hands, march
next on each side of him who bears the cross. All the
clergy follow them. The sub-deacon, who is to sing the
epistle, carries before his breast the New Testament shut,
with the bishop's maniple in it. A deacon and priest march

Jjust before the bishop ; his lordship carrying his shep-
berd’s crook in his left hand, to dispense his blessings
om those good christiaus he passes in his way.

The bishop being advanced to the altar, bows himself
once to the clergy and then advances on the first step of
the altar; delivers his crook to the sub-deacon, the dea-
con taking off the mitre. Then the prelate and clergy all
bow before the cross on 1he altar; after which the clergy
withdraw, except two priests’ assistants, one on bis right
nand and the other on his left, with the incense-bearer,
the sub-deacon, the two deacons assistants; and thus the
ceremony of the mass-service begins, the choir singiug
the fntroit.
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Want of room preveats a further description of the
ceremonies attending mass in the various forms in whicn
that great service, or sacrifice, is performed; or an
amusing account of the solemn mass, as celebrated by
the pope himself, might be given; a ceremony abounding
with anusual pomp and magnificence

It would-be equally amusing to describe the peculiar
ceremonies attending high-mass at Christmas, when
his holiness officiates; but this cannot be done: space
is only left to notice some other topics of interest and
importance connected with this venerable and singular
eommunity of Christians,

The procession of the host on Good Friday in Catho-
lic countries is peculiarly solemn; though not so grand
and imposing as on some occasions.

At Courtray, a town in the Austrian Netherlands, it
was, and it is believed stil{ is,the practice, on Good Fridays,
to have a grand procession to what they call Mount Cal-
vary, when a poor man is hired to represent the suffering
Saviour, and in that capacity receives no small portion
of thumps and blows. [t was, also, once the custom at
Brussels to have a public represeutation of the cruci-
fixion ; but I am iuclined to believe, that the advance-
ment of knowledge has taught the agents to lay aside
that absurd customa. And it should be observed, once
for all, that these, and such like practices, have nothing
to do with 1he ceremonies of the church properly speak-
ing. [In all Catholic countries, however, to this day, the
practice of procession-walking, on numerous occasions,
particularly on what is called corpus christi, is very
prevalent.

The pronre, or homily, ought not to be overlnoked.
Under this word pronme, we uare to include the instruction
which is given to the people relative 1o what is necessary
to salvation; the prayers of the church in a peculiar
manner for the faithful; the publication of festivals,
fasts, banns of matrimony, holy orders, and other things
concerning the discipline of the church, The prome
follows the gospel, in the performaunce of divine service.
It is performed with great ceremony and pomp.

It will be expected that some notice should be 1aken
of the use of beads, the rosary, &c.



ROMAN CATHOLICS. ' i+

The Roman Catholies tell us that the beeds, (which
mre a number of swall beads strung loosely on a piece
of thread or silk) ia a devotion, consisting of a:certain
pumber of Paternosters and Ave Marias, directed
for the obtzining of the blessings of God through the
prayers and intercession of our Lady, that is, the Virgin
Mary. Those persons who use beads in their devotions
are generally fouud amongst the more ignorant and poor
of the congregation: they shift or move a bead every
time they bave said a hail Mary, or a Lord's Prayer;
and in the service of the beads, they usually say ten hail
Maries for one Lord's Prayer.

By the rosary is meant a method of saying or telling
the beads, so as to meditate on the incarnation, passion,
and resurrection of Christ; and it is divided into three
parts; each part cousisting of five mysteries, to be een-
templated during the repetition of five decades, or tens,
upon the beads. The five first are ealled the joyful mys-
teries; mamely, the annuncietion, the visitation, the
mativity, of Christ, and bis presentation in the temple;
the purification of the blessed Virgin; and Christ’s being
found in the temple in the midse of che doctors, &c. The
next five are called the dolorous and sorrowful mysteries,
having a relation to the passion of Christ; as his agony
in the garden ; his being crowned with thorns; his carry-
éng his cross ; his being scourged at the pillar; his cruci-
fixion and death. Then come five glorious mysteries,
namely, the resurrection of Christ; his ascension ; com-
ing of the Holy Ghost ; assumption of the blessed Virgin,
dcc. and the eternal glory of the sainte in heaven. This
is, altogether, called the service of the rosary.

It is the opinion of the Roman Catholics, that MiRA-
CLES have not ceased in the church; and some very
recent instances bave heen solemnly stated, by the pre-
sent learned Dr. Milner, an English Catholic prelate of
great antiquarian and theological repute; but as those
miracles are not admitted by all Catholics, they wifl not
bere bedescribed. There are many very enlightened and
truly liberal priests who do mot give credence to every
thing that is related of this kind ; although their general
orthedoxy cannot be reasonably disputed.

The consecration of crosses, bells, vestments, vessels,

Da
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&c. must all be passed over, with barely mentioning
that such are the practices of this ancient church; as
that of ,churches, church-yards, bells, and regimental
colours, is prevaleat among the reformed.

The same observation will apply to the sign of the
cross; though that ceremony is much more frequently
used by Cldsmlics than by Protestants.

The feasts and fasts of the Catholic church are rather
more numerous than ours; and are observed by them
with great veneration and punctuality. Catholics do
really fast;—Protestants, more enlightened, talk about it.
Easter is kept with peculiar zeal and solemnity by the
Catholics; so is Christmas, and other holidays of that
kind. Lent isalso very rigidly observed by them.

Exor.isms, or the casting out of evil spirits, are now
but seldom pra: s:d by the Roman Catholics; but they
constantly exorcise salt, candles, water, &c. but all they
mean thereby is blessing those articles, by way of beg-
ging of Geod, that such as religiously use them may ob-
tain blessings, &c.

An 4 Dei is a giece of wax, stamped with the
Lamb of God, blessed by the pope with solemn prayer,
and anointed with the holy chrism. These were for-
merly articles of sale; and the traffic in them was very
productive.

Every good Catholic on entering his place of worship
first dips his finger in the holy water, placed near the
door; then crossing himself, gently bends the knee—
looking towards the altar. From this bas arisen the
practice among Protestants, in the church of England, of
putting their hats, or hands, before their faces, and
utteriug a short prayer, before they take their seat at
church.

We have also borrowed the practice of bowing at the
name of Jesus from the Roman Catholics, though, as
will be shown in another part, we do not use that
ceremony so frequently as they do.

The practice of burning candles, or wax-tapers, before
the images of saints, the crucifix, and in the churches
is of very ancient origin. In the continental churches
the Jamps are frequently numerous, brilliant, and costiv.

in describing the various forms and usages of the (la-
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tholic chureh, it is lamenable to notice the eagerness
with which most protestant writers quote distorted repre-
sentations professedly at enmity with the chureh and peo-
ple they atlempt to delineate. This observation has been
extorted by the eager and frequent reference to Dr. Mid-
dleton’s Letter from Rome, and his Prefatory Discourse,
than which nothing can be more unjust and unfair: as
well might the author of the present work, in what he
shall hereafter have to write concerning the Wesleyan
christians, quote, as undoubted authority, the Enthusi-
asm of Methodists and Papists compured, by Bishop
Lavington. From diligent enquiry it has been ascer-
tained, party spiritand prejudice have thrown much un-
deserved obloquy upon the religion and practices of the
Roman Catholics; in scarcely a single instance has a
case concerning them been fairly sta '3 or the chan-
nels of history mot grossly, not to say wickedly. cor-
rupted. Persons making the largest professions of liber-
ality, Unitarians, Quakers, and others, have all been
shocked at the “ abominations of Babylon ti:ie Great”—
and frightened at the ““scarlet whore”—the “beast with
seven heads and ten horns.” Prejudice and bigotry are
uot confined to any one sect of christians. It is easier to
sneer and to laugh than to reason; and much easier 10
profess than to practise the christian duties. These re-
flections have been called forth from the consideration of
the lasty opinions which have been formed on the
usages of the Catholic church; and particularly of Holy
Water, the Canonization of Saints, &c. Nothing i$ more
absurd than the use of Holy Waler ; and itis only equal-
led by thewsprinkling and crossing of infants by the
Pedobaptists.

The Canonization of Saints takes place in the Catholic
church on the proof, real or supposed, of miracles hav-
ing been wrought at or by their relics: this is a harm-
less opinion, and does not abstract from the rationality
of the Catholic in his conception and practice of more
weighty opinions, and is often ill-understood by the un-
thinking reformist.

The kissing of the pope’s toe originated in a desire to
exhibit profound bumility and veneration for the succes-
sor and the cause of Christ; from the notion, probably,
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that the more lowly the appearance of attachment, the
more holy the object of it, and more devout the suppliant.

It remains only to describe the existing orders and
societies of priests in the Cathalic church. At one time
the religious orders were extremely numerous ; but the
improvements of modern tiines have greatly reduced them,
The march of reason and commerce has done much for
posterity; and monateries and couvents are now growing
into disrepute, and out of fashion, all over the Christian
world, The late emperor of the French, Napoleon Bona-
parte, did much towards teaching the inhabitants of Chris-
tendom, that men might be better employed than in
secluding themselves from the world; and women more
profitably engaged than in an endless round of devout
exercises, which neither rendered benefit to the world at
large, or could by any wneans be calculated to enhance
the glory of God.

Several Orders, as they are called, however still exist :
it will be sufficient lo notice the most prevalent and
numerous.

The BENEDICTINES were formerly the great pre-
servers and propagators of learning in the christian
world ; but they are now greatly diminished in number
and influence. Some houses, however, still remain on
the continent; and, were it only for the service they
have rendered to the republic of letters, they merit the
gratitude and respect of the whole christian and philo-
sophic world. They follow what is called the rule of
St. Benedict, and were founded about the year 529.
They have somewhat relaxed their former austerity;
they were once obliged to perform their devotions seven
times in twenty-four bours, and always walk two to-
gether ;—they fzsted every day in Lent till six o’clock in
the evening, and abated of their usual time in eating,
sleeping, &c. Every monk of this Order has two coats,
two cowls, a table-book, a knife, a needle, and a Kand-
kerchief ; and the furniture of his bed formerly consisted
of only a mat, a blanket, a rug, and a pillow.

To this Order the English owe their conversion to the
christian faith from the darkness and superstition of idol-
atry. They founded the metropolitan church of Canter-
sury, aud all the cathedrals afterwards erected. One of
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this Order, Alcuisius, founded the University of Paris;
Guido, a Benvdictine, invented the scale of music; and
Sylvester, the vrgan. That, in after-ages, like “ Jeshn-
rim,” they should * wax fat and krile,” is greatly to be
lamented. Many pious and learned men, however, of
this Order, still remain in various parts of Christendom,

The Dominicans, also called Jacobins, and, in this
country, Black Friars, were, at one lime, the most pow-
erful supporters of the papal authority in the world.
They were tounded by 8t. Dominic, a celebrated Spaniard,
in the early part of Iie 13th century, and still exist.in
France and other countries. The principal object of
this Order was the extirpation of error, and the destruc-
tion of heretics. They came to England about the year
1221; and, in the year 1278, the lord-mayor and alder-
men gave threm two streets near the Thames ; where they
had a most magnificent monastery; no part of which
mow remains, but the place is still called Black Friars.

In contradistinction to the Franciscans, the Order of
St. Dominic maintain that the Virgin Mary was born
without original sin,

The modern term Jacobins was derived from this Or-
der; and some of the first and most active promoters of
the French revolution belonged to it.

The Flagellants can hardly be now said to have any
existence as a body:—they never wers a recoguised
Order. Inall ages of the world, a strange notion has
existed that the Deity must necessarily be pleased with
the self-ioflicted punishment of his creatures; and, in the
course of this volume, occasion will be taken to notice
some extraordinary instances of this unaccountable in-
fatuation, even at the present day. These fanatics at
one timeé maintained a very conspicuous figure, particu-
larly in Italy: whenever a kind of penitential procession
was celebrated, the self-convicted criminals marched
solemnly through the streets, whipping themselves with
the utmost severity, and imploring, in the most piteous
strains, the mercy of God.

To such an extravagant extent had this fanatical furor
at lengl:u})meeded, that Pope Clement VI. formally
condemned their practice and themselves as impious and
pernicious heretics,

- The practice of self-funishment is not yet abolished ;
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even in this enlightened age it is deemed meritorious. The
accompanying cut will convey to the reader a tolerably
correct idea of a Procession of the Flagellants.®

® The practice of inflicting self-punishment, in some instances, has
degenerated, or rather risen, into an occasion of rejoicing, or some
mere form. [ know not precisely whence arose the Irish custom of

ing Letween the two fires of Beal.

The Irish, at this doy, call the month of May ** Mi Beal teime,” i. e.
the month of Beal's fire; and the first day of that month they call
‘* La Beal teime,” i. e. the day of Beal's fire; Allhallows-eve they
call ** oidche Shamna,"” (now corrupted in pronunciation to ee oxna)
the eve of Samen, which was the Carthaginian name of the sun. In
the old Irish glossaries, noticed by Mr. Lhuwyd, mention is made
that the Irish druids vsed to light the solemn fires every year.
throoghwhich all four-footed beasts wese driven as a preservativ.
against con‘agious diseases.

Mr. Martin, also, in his History of the Scottish Western Island«,
whichformed an ancient Irish colony, tells ns, that they had a deity,
aamed Belus, or Belinus,who appears to have been the same with the
Assvrian zod Bel ; from whence is derived the Scots term of Beltin,
the first day of May, from the custom, practised by the druids ia
those izlands, of putting out all the fires in the district until their
dues were paid, and on payment thereof, but not sooner, each
family had its fire re-kindled. 1In those days, it appears, that
malefactors were burned between two fires ; hence, when they want
to express with energy any great difficulty in which n man is
placed. they say ** edir lba thinne Bheal,” that iy, he is between the
two fires of Bel.

The Irish still preserve the ancient custom, and light the fires in
the milking yards ; the men, women, and children, pass through, or
leap over these sacred fires; and the cattle are driven through the
flames on the first of May.

St. John's eve is another of those festivals, at which time
the sacred fires are lighted in every district throughout the king-
dom, to the amount of many thousands; in the remote part of the
country, all familiea extinguish their domestic fires, which must
be re-lighted from the bonfire, -

To this may be added some account of the Irish pilgrimage to
Lough Derg, both communicated to the author by the same
gentleman,

Derg is a river rising out of the Lough of the same name, in the
barony of Tyrleugh, county of Donegal. It takes an ecastward
course until it unites with the river Moroe, then bends to the north-
ward. 1t is in this lough that the island is situate io which is what
is called St. Patrick's Purgatory.

In this island is an ancient cave and chapel, dedicated to St. Pa-
trick. The cave appears to have heen cut out of the solid rock.
Within it is a very small rill of water, issuing from the rock =at the
side of the chapel, and passing through it.

Te this chapel and cave, on acertainday in each year, and on Pa-
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The Franciscans were founded by St. Francis, in the
year 1208 ; and it is, or was, a strict Order. At the time
# was founded, the churchmen, of every description, had
become enervated by riches. The pleasures of the table,
toe sports of the ficld, and the allurements of luxury and
sensuality, were indulged in without restraint. e es-
tablishmentof an Order, founded on the injunctions of the
Christian autbor to his disciples, when he says “ pro-
vide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass, in yaur purses;
peither two coats, nor shoes, nor yet staves: for the
workman is worthy of his meal;” was, under these cir-
cumstances, highly proper.

“The Rule of Penance of the Spiritual, Father, St.
Francis,” printed at Douay, in 1644, says, that the
brothers or sisters, that are to be received into this Order,
ought to be faithful Catholics; not tied to matrimony ;
free from debts; sound in body; prompt in mind; not
touched with any publicsinfamy; reconciled te their
neighbours ; and before their admission, to be diligently
examined of these things, by those that have power to
receive them. ]

St. Francis built an edifice well calculated to be
beneficial to mankind, had his successors followed the
essential parts of his regulations. He no doubt in-
tended that bis followers should be abstemious and mo-
derate in all their appetites; but he likewise intended
that they shiould labour with their hauds for their sub~

trick’s dny 11 particular, the natives pay their devotions in pilerim-
ages, which, for certain stages, they undertake barefoot 5 but when
they come 10 a certain =pot in the way, they go on their bare knees,
and continue their devolions all the way to the cave, on stone and
gravel, intermixed with heath and grass.

Buring their devotions at the cave, there is great struggling to
get a drop of the water. with which the cripples, and those who have
bad nleers, are sure to wa:h themselves, in hopes of being made well,
They then put on shors and stockings, and being now merry, are no
longer concerned for the sins that were the cause of this revere
penance; then they return in haste, both men and women, to agreen
spot on the side of a hill, and begin dancing and carousing for the
rest of the day, which seldom pas:es without a general fight, er
senflle: terminating, however, through the interference of the old
men and women, in good humour ; after which they retire to their
tespective hemes, without retaining the least feeling of animosity
against each sther.
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sistence; and serve in spiritual matters almest gratui-
tously. Instead of observing these wise and benevolent
rules, they attached themselves to the observance of the
most rigi poverty; and a superstitious adherence to the
coarseness and form of the habit, particularly to the
figure of the capuce. This became the cause of many
divisions ; and finally occasioned the separation of the
suciety into three distinct and independent Orders, be-
sides other subdivisions, with particular statutes.

‘I'be Franciscans became a rich and powerful body,
and they widely extended their tenets and influence, but
they are now sunk into comparative meanness and insig-
nificance. The Spanish Franciscan monks are particu-
lurly disgusting in their appearance and habits; the
very sight of them, as a learned monk of the Benedictine
Order personally informed the uuthor, would dispose
many persons, not only to despise the individual, but set
them against all religious Orders whatever; and, per-
haps, excite antipathy to the catholic church itself, for
euffering and encouraging a system of vandalism. So
ieanly are the Spanish mouks aud friars generally es-
teemed, that the Spaniards have an alliterative proverb,
expressive of abhorrence and contempt: “ Quien dice
Frayle, dice Fraude; whoever says friar says fraud;”
all this is the consequence of their departure from the
rules and duties of their several institutions,

The Order of St. Augustine was founded in the year
1256. Their rule was nearly similar to the Franciscans.
Soon after their institution they came to England, and
progressively obtained about 30 houses in ditferent parts ;
particularly one in London, at the place still known by
the name of Austin Friars. When that most rapacious
of all rapacious monarchs, Henry VIII. formed the de-
sign of laying waste the church and suppressing the
monusteries, these monks decreased in power and num-
her, and gradually became extinct: but the Augustine's
still exist in catholic countries.

But of all the religious Orders that of the Jesuits was
the most powerful and iunfluential; this society or Or-
der, has been suppressed and revived; extolled and de-
famed ; till the whole world has become fumiliar with.
the word jesuit, its meaning and character,
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This Order was founded in the year 1540, by an illus.
trious Spaniard of the name of Ignatius Loyola; he pre-
tended to nothing less than divine inspiration, and bis
order received the distinguished title of the “ SocizTY
or Jrsus.” Besides the three common vows of poverty,
chastity, and monastic obedience, the Jesuits bound
themselves to a vow of obedience to the pope, to go
wherever ke should command them for the service of re-
hgion, and without requiring any thing from the holy see
for their support. This lust vow seemed to be somewhat
at variance with the general spirit of the monastic life;
whiich taught men to separate themselves from the world,
and from connection with its affairs ;—in the solitude and
silence of the cloister, and the cenobetical life, the monk
is called on to work out his own salvation by extraordi-
nary acts of mortification and piety; he is dead to the
world, and ought not to mingle in its transactions; he
can be of no beuefit to mankind, but by his example and
prayers,

But in opposition to all this, the Jesuits became the
most active and operative body of men in the world :
there was not an affair of state, in any part of Europe, or
even in Indis, where they did not exert their influence
in the most effective manner. That they might have full
leisure for this active service, they were totally exempted
frem those functions, the performance of which is the
chief business of other monks. . They appeared in no
processions; they practised no rigorous austerities; they
did not consume one half of their time in the repetition
of tedious offices; but they were required to aitend to
all the transactions of the world, on account of the in-
fluence which they might have upon religion, they were
directed to study the dispositions of persons in high
r nk, and to cultivate their friendship; aud by the very
conslitution, as well as genius of the Order, a spirit of
action and intrigue wus infused into all its members.

Other Orders are to be considered as voluntary associ- .
ations, in which whatever affects the whole body is re-
gnlated by the common suflrage of all its members. In
tins, a general, chosen for life by deputies frum the severul
provinces, possessed power that was supreme and inde-
penuent, extending to every person, and to every case.
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He, by his sole authority, nominated provincials rectors,
and every other officer employed in the government of the
society, and could remove them at pleasure. In him was
vested the sovereign adminis(ration of the revenues and
funds of the Order. Every member belonging to it was
at his disposal; and by his uncontrolable mandate he
could impose on them any task, or employ them in amy
service, To his commands they were required not only
to yield outward obedience, but to resiga to him the in-
clinations of their wills, and the sentiments of their
minds. There is not in the annals of maonkind any
example of such absolute despotism, exercised not over
monks confined in the cells of a convent, but over men
dispersed among all the nations of the earth, As the
constitutions of the Order vested in the general such ab-
solute dominion over all its members, they carefully pro-
vided for his being perfectly informed with respect to the
character and abilities of his subjects. Every novice,
who offered himself as a candidate for entering into the
Order, was obliged to lay open his conscience to the supe-
rior, or to a person appointed by him : and in doing this
he was required to confess not only his sins and defects,
but to discover the inclinations, the passions, and the bent
of bis soul. This manifestation was to be renewed every
six months. The society, not satisfied with penetrating
in this manner into the innermost recesses of the heart,
directed each member to observe the words and actions
of the novices; and he was bound to disclose every
hing of importance concerning them to the superior. In
order that this scrutiny into their character might be as
complete as possible, a long noviciate was to be permitted,
during which they passed through the several gradations
of ranks in the society ; and they must have attained tue
full age of thirty-three years, hefore they could be ad-
mitted to take the final vows, by which they became pro-
fessed members. In order that the general, who was the
soul that animated and moved the whole society, might
have under his eye every thing necessary to inform or
direct him, the provincials and heads of the several
houses w  obliged to transmit to him regular and fre-
quent reports concerning the mem hers under their inspeo.
tion. In these they descended into minute details wil
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respect to the character of each person, his abilities
matoral or acquired ; his temper, his experience in the
affairs, and the particular department for which he was
best fitted. These reports, when digested and arranged,
were entered into registers kept on purpose; that the
general might, at one comprehensive view, survey the
siate of the society inevery corner of the earth; observe
.he qualifications and talents of its members; and thus
choose, with perfect information, the instruments, which
his absolute power could employ in any service for which
ke thought proper to destine them.

Unhappily for mankind, the vast influence which the
Order of Jesuits acquired, was often exerted with the
most pernicious effect. Such was the tendency of that
discipline observed by the society in forming its members,
and such the fundamental maxims in its constitution,
that every Jesuit was taught to regard the interest of the
society as the capital object, to which every considera-
tion was to be sacrificed. This spirit of attachment to
their Order, the mostardent, perhaps, that ever influenced
any body of men, is the characteristic principle of the
Yesuits; and serves as a key to the geaius of their policy,
as well as to the peculiarities in their sentiments and con-
duct. The active genius of this Order, which penetrated
the remotest countries of Asia at a very early period of
the seventeenth century, directed their attention to the
extensive coatinent of America, as a proper object of
their missions. Conducted by their leader, St. Francis
Xavier, they formed a considerable settlement in the pro-
vince of Paraguay: and made a rapid progress in in-
structing the Indians in arts, religion, and the more simple
manufactures ; and accustoming them to the blessings of
security and order. A few Jesuits presided over manv
a thousand Indians. They soou, however, altered their
views, and directed them altogether to the increase of the
:Flllence and power of their Order. Immense quantities

gold were annually transmitted to Europe ; and in the
design of securing to themselves an independent empire
in these regions, they industriously cut off all communi-
cation with both the Spaniards and Portuguese in the
adjacent provinces, and inspired the Indians with the
most determined detestation to those nations, Such was
Ine state of affairs when, in the year 1750, a treaty was
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concluded between the courts of Lisbon and Madrid,
which ascertained the limits of their respective dominions
in South America. Such a treaty was death to the pro-
jects of the Jesuits: and the consequence was a viclent
contest between the united forces of the two Europenn
powers and the Indians of Paraguay, incited by the
Jesuits. The crafty and vindictive marquis of Pombal,
who had raised himself from performing the duties of a
common soldier, in the character of a cadel, to be abso-
lute minister of the kingdom of Portugal, conld not easily
forgive this refmeto?r conduct; and, perbaps, he might
apprehend the downfall of his own authority, unless some
decisive check were given to the growing influence of
this dangerous society. In the beginning of the year
1759, therefore, the Jesuits of all descriptions were
banished the kingdom of Portugal; on the plea that cer-
tain of their Order were concerned in the attempt upon
the life of the king in September 1758 ; and their effects
were confiscated.

The disgrace of the Jesuits in France proceeded from
different and more remote causes. By their influence the
bull of Unigenitus, which condemned so strongly the prin-
ciples of the Junsenists, was generally supposed to have
been obtained. The Jesuits, who omitted no opportunity
of enriching their treasury, engaged largely in trade, par-
ticularly with the island of Martinico: but certain losses
falling beavily upon them, the Jesuit, who was the osten-
sible person in the transactions, affected to become a
bavkrupt, and to shift the payment of the debts he had
incurred from the collective zody. As a monk, it was
evident he could possess no distinct property; and he
bad been always considered as an agent for the society.
The affair was, therefore, litigated before the parliament
at Paris, who were not too favourably disposed to the
holy fathers. Inthe course of the proceedings, it was ne-
cessary to produce the institute or rules of their Order,
which were found to contain maxims subversive equally
of morals and of government,

In addition to the previous full details of the Catholic
religion and ceremonies, the reader will be gratificd and
instructed by the following eloquent passages from the
Life of Chaucer:—

The authors or improvers of the Romish religion were
perfectly aware of the influence which the senses possess
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over the heart and the character. The buildings which
they constructed for the purposes of public worship are
exyuisitely venerable. Their stained and painted win-
aows admit only a“ dim religious light.” The magn-
ncence of the fabric, its lofty und concave roof, the
mussy pillars, the extensive aisles, the splendid choirs.
are ulways calculated to inspire the mind with reli-
gious solemnity. Music, painting, images, decoration.
nothing is omitied which may fill the soul with devotion.
The uniform garb of the monks and nuns, their decent

tures, and the slowness of their processions, cannot

t call off the most frivolous mind from the concerns of’
ordinary life. The solemn chaunt and the sublime an-
them must compose and elevate the heart. The splen-
dour of the altar, the brilliancy of the tapers, the smoke
and fragraonce of the incense, and the sacrifice, us is pre.
tended, of God himself, which makes a part of every
celebration of public worship, are powerful aids to the
piety of every sincere devotee. He must have a heart
more than commonly hardened, who could witness the
performance of the Roman Cutholic worship on any oc-
casion of unusual solemnity, without feeling strongly
moved.

Whatever effect 1s to -be ascribed to such spectacles,
was geoerated in ways infinitely more multiform in the
time of Chaucer, than in any present country of the
christian world. Immense sums of money had been be-
queathed by the devout and the timorous to pious and
charitable purposes. Beside the splendour of cathedrals
and churches not now easily to be conceived, the whole
land was planted with monastic establishments. In Lon-
don stood the mitred abbeys of St, John and of West-
minster, in addition to the convents of nuns, and the
abodes of monks and of friars, bluck, white, and grey.
Every time a man went from bis house he met some of
these persons, whose clothing told him that they had re-
nounced the world, and that their lives were consecrated
to God. The most ordinary spectacle which drew to-
gether the idle and the curious, was the celebrution of
some great festival, the performance of solemn masses for
the dead, or the march of some religious procession, and
the exhibition of the Bon Diex to the eyes of an admirng
populace. Henry VIII,, the worse than Vandal of our
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English story, destroyed the habitations and the meme-
rials which belonged to our ancient character, and ex-
erted bimself to the best of his power to make us forget
we ever had ancestors. He who would picture to him-
self the religion of the time of Chaucer must employ his
fancy in rebuilding these ruined edifices, restoring the
violated shrines, and collecting again the scattered army
of their guardians.

Beside every nther circumstance belonging to the re-
ligion of this period, we are bound particularly to recol-
lect two distinguishing articles of the Roman Cathoelic
'si!.:tem; prayer for the dead, and the confession of sins.

ese are circumstances of the highest importance in
modifying the characters and sentiments of mankind.
Prayer for the dead is unfortunately liable to abuses, the
most dangerous in increasing the power of the priest;
and the most ridiculous, if we conceive their -masses
(which were often directed to be said to the end of time)
and picture to vurselves the devout of a thousand years
ago shoving and elbowing out, by the multiplicity of their
donations of this sort, all posterity, and leaving scarcely
a bead to be told to the memory of the man who yester-
day expired. But, if we put these and other o{nioul
abuses out of our minds, we shall probably confess that
it is difficult to think of an institution moere consonant to
the genuine sentiments of human nature, than that of
roasses for the dead. When I huve lost a dear friend and
beloved associate, my friend is not dead to me. The
course of nature may be abrupt, but true affection ad-
mits of no sudden breaks. I still see my friend; I still
talk to him. I consult him in everv arduous question,
Istudy in every difficult proceeding to mould my conduct
to his inclination and pleasure. Whatever assists this
beautiful propensity of the mind, will be dear to every
teeling heart. In saying masses for the dead, I sympa-
thise with my friend. [ believe that he is anxious for
his salvation; I utter the language of my anxiety. I
believe that he is pussing through a period of trial and
purification ; I also am sad, [t appears as if he were
placed beyond the reach of my kind offices ; this so-
lemnity once again restores to me the opportunity of
aiding him. The world is busy and elaborate to tear
him from my recollection ; the hour of this mass revivey
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the thought of him in its tenderest and most awful form.
My senses are mortified that they can no longer behold
the object of their cherished gratification; but this dis-
advantage is mitigated, by a scene, of which my friend is
the principle and essence, presented to my senses.

The practice of auricular confession is exposed to some of
thesame objections as masses for the dead, and is connected
with many not less conspicuous advantages. There is no
more restless and unappeasable propensity of the mind
than the love of communication. The desire to pour out
our soul in the ear of a confidant and a friend. There
is no more laudable check upon the moral errors and de-
viations of our nature, than the persuasion that what we
perpetrate of base, sinister, and disgraceful, we shall not
be allowed to conceal. Moralists have recommended to
us that, in cases of trial and temptation, we should
imagine Cato, or some awful and upright judge of virtue,
thewitness of our actions; and that we should not darg
to do what he would disapprove. Devout men have
pressed the continued recollection of the omnipresence
of an all.perfect Being. But these eﬂ)edients are inade-
zuale to the end they are proposed to answer. The

rst consists of an ingenious effort of the fancy, which we
may sometimes, but cannot always, be prepared 10 muke,
The second depends upon the abstruse and obscure
image we may frame of a being, who, thus represented,
is ton unlike ourselves to be of sufficient and uniform
operation upon our conduct. The Romish religion, in
the article here mentioned, solves our difficulties, and
saves us the endless search afler an associate and an
equal in whom we may usefully repose our coufidence.
It directs us to some man, venerable by character, aund
by profession devoted to the cure and relief of human
frailties. To do justice to the original and pure notion
of the benefits of auricular confession, we must suppose
the spiritual father really to be all that the office he un-
dertakes requires him to he. He has with his penitent
80 rival passions nor contending interests. He is a being
ot a different sphere, and his tkoughts employed about
widely different objects. He has with the person he
hears, so much of a common nature, and no more, as
sbould lead him to sympathise with bis pajns, and com.’

-
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passionate his misfortunes. Iun this case we have many
of the advantages of having a living man before us to
fix our attention and satisfy our communicative spirit,
combined with those of a superior nature which ap-
pears to us inaccessible to weakness and folly. We
guin a friend to whom we are sacredly bound to tell
the little story of our doubts and anxieties, who hears
us with interest and fatherly affection, who judges us
uprightly, who advises us with an enlightened and ele-
vat:ﬁ mind, who frees us from the load of undivulged
sin, and enables us to go forwaid with a chaste heart
and a purified conscience. There is nothing more allied
to the barbarous and savage character than sullenness,
concealment, and reserve. There is nothing which ope-
rates more powerfully to mollify and humanise the heart
than the habit of confessing all our actions, and conceal-
ing none of our weaknesses and absurdities. :
Several other circumstances in the Roman Catholic
religion, as it was practised in the fourteenth century, co-
operated with those which have just been mentioned, to
give it a powerful ascendancy over the mind, and to turn
upon it a continual recollection. One of these is to be
found in the fasts and abstinences of the church. These
were no doubt so mitigated as scarcely to endanger any
alarming consequences to the life or health of the true
believer. But they at least interfered, in some cases, to
regulate the diet, and in others to delay the hours of
eustomary refection. One hundred and seventy-six days
may easily be reckoned up in the calendar, which were
modified zy directions of this sort. Thus religion, in its
most palpable form, was continually protruded to the
view, and gained entrance into every family and house.
Again: Extreme Unctlion isone ol the seven sacraments
of the Roman Catholic religion. A few days ago a per-
son of this persuasion puid me a visit, and in the course
of conversation informed me, that his near kinsman lay
at the point of death, that he would be buried in a week,
and 1hat after the hurry of that affair was over he would
eall upon me again. [ was surprised at the precision, as
well as the apathy, with which my visitor expressed him-
self, and asked how he was enabled to regard this busi-
mess as calirely arranged, He replied, that he bad mo
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doubt of the matter, and that the physician had informea
the dying man he had only 24 hours left, in which to
arrange his worldly affairs and the concerns of his soul.
This was to me new matter of astonishment: nothing
can be more obvious than that to inform an expiring man
that he is at the point of death, partakes something of
the nature of administering to him a dose of poison. It
is equally clear that, in the view of any rational religion,
it is the great scope of a man’s moral life, the propensi-
ties which have accompanied him through existence, and
the way in which he has conducted himself in its various
relations, that must decide upon his acceptance or con-
demnation witl: his unerring judge.

But such are not the mores, nor such the temper of the
Roman Catholic faith, The preparation for death is one
of its foremost injunctions. The Host, that is, the true
and very body of bis Redeemer, is conducted in state to
the dying man’s house, conveyed to his chamber, and
placed upom his parched and fevered tongue; he is
anvinted with holy oil; and, after a thousand awful
ceremonies, dismissed upon his dark and mysterious
voyage. Ewvery thing is sedulously employed to demoun-
strate that he i1s a naked and wretched creature about to
stand before the tribunal of an austere and rigorous
judge ; and that his blameless life, his undaunted inte-
grity, his proud honour, and his generous exertions for
the welfare of others, will all of them little avail him on
this tremendous and heart-appalling occasion. The
chamber of the dying man is the toilet of his immortal
swul, at which it must be delicateg and splendidly at-
tired, before it presume to enter the courts of the king
of heaven. 'This scene, perhaps, produces a stronger ef-
fect upon the spectators than upon the object for whom
itis performed. . . .

Death, in the eye of sobriet and reason, is an inevita-
ble accident, of which we ought not to make too anxious
waccount. ** Live well,” would be the recommendano_n
of the enlightened moralist ; “ and die as you can.” Itis
inall cases a scene of debility and pain, in which human
miure appears in its humblest and most mortifying aspect.
Bat it is mot much. Let not the thought of death taint
Ul the bewitching pleasures, and all the generous and

beroical adventure, of life. =
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The Roman Cathotic doctrine, on the topic of a chris-
tian's death-bed, was perhaps a no less fruitful source of
pusillanimity, than the lessons of chivalry and romance
were of gallantry and enterprise.  The noblest and most
valorous kuight often died with a cowl on his head, and
a hair-shirt bound sbout his langunid frame. The priest
eloquently declaimed 1o him on his mapifold and unex-
piated crimes doue in his days of nature. He saw nothing
pefore him at the hest but purging fires, and a tedious
and melancholy train of salutary tortures. To abridge
and soften these, he often bequeathed no inconsiderable
part of his worldly fortune. Achilles, in the retreat of
the Pagan dead, is made by Homer passionately to de-
clare how willingly he would change his state for that of
the meanest plough-boy who is cheered by the genial
beams of the sun : with much more reason might this ex-
clamatien be adopted by a person entering upon the
Romish purgatory.®

eSS Siaasas)

OF THE GREEK AND EASTERN CHURCHES.

THE Greek is more aucient than the Latin or Roman
church, though not us a distinct and separate commu-
nity ; for during the first eight centuries the two churches
were united ; but in the ninth a schism took place. They
afterwards came to be distinguished by the names of the
Eastern and Western Churches. The first of these soci-
eties of christians, the Greeks, and the churches that
seceded about, or soon after the great ** schism,” are dis-
persed all over Eurepe, Asia, und Africa, and may be
divided into three distinct communities : 1, The Greek
Christians, who agree inall Jminta of doctrine and wor-
ship with the Patriarch residing at Constantinople, and
reject the supremacy of the Roman pontiff. 2. Those,
wio, adopting the doctrines and ceremonies of the Greek
church, are entirely free from the Patriarch of Constan-
tinople. 8. Those, who are still subject to the see of
Rome, though not conforming in all points to that
church. ’

Before we proceed to notice the origin of this pame

v b ——

® Life of Chaucer, vol. i, page 71 to 83,
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and distinction from 1he Roman Catholic church, from
which the Greeks differ so little, let it be observed that
the Greek schismatics were ha dly chargeahle wih the
crime of heresy; it being chiefly vn po.nts of discipline
that the Roman and Grecian churches differ. Tne M js-
covites, who have their peculiar Patriarchs at Moscow,
mav be considered nearly in the same Ight as the
members of the Greek church.

Asia was veri early distinguished by several sorts of
christians ; as those of Palestine, under the Patriarch of
Jerusalem; the Syrians, or Melchites, under the Patri-
arch of Antioch: the Armenians, under the two Cat iolic
Patriarchs ; the Georgians, under their respeciive Metro-
politans ; the Mingrellians, Circassians, and Christian;
of Asia Minor, under the Constantinopolitan Patriarch;
a few Christians in the same quarter of the glibe, unler
the Patriarch of Moscow ; the Nestorians, under the Pa-
triarch of Mousul; the Jacobite Mo .0; hysites, under
their peculiar Patriarch ; the Christians of 5t, Thomas;*®
and, lastly, the Maronites, under their own Patriarch,
To these Asian Chr.stians might be added those who were
suhject to the Emir of Sidon ; the Mordwits, between the
Russias and Tartary; and the Christians, inhabiting the
great isle of Tarobana and the islands adjoining.

Africa, in like manner, has had its divisions of Chris-
t'ans; particularly, the Egyptians, or Copts, under the
Patriarch of Alexandria; and the Ethiopian Christians,
subject to their Abunna, or Patriarch of Ethiopia,

On examining the several creeds or formularies of
these various denominations, it will appear, though they
added, in a few cases, many ahsurd opinions and super-
stitious practices 1o the leading articles of faith held by
the churches of Rome or of Consiantinople, they might be

# in aChaldee Breviary,entitled Gaza, belonging to the chureh of
Malabar, there is the following singular enumeration of the good
deeds performed by St Thomas:—'* By St. Thomas, the error of
idolatry vanished from ladia: by St. Thomas, the Chinese and
Ethiopians were converted to the truth: by St. Thomas, they re.
ceived the Sacrameot, and the adoption of sons: by 8t. Thomas,
they believed and confessed the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: by
St. Thomas, they kept the faith which they had received in One
God : by St, Thomas, the splendour of the life-giving doctrine ap-
peared to all lodia; by St. Thomas, the kingdom of heaven fled
diy ioto China,”
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regarded rather as schismatics than as heretics, and as
dittering, in doctrinals, but very slightly from the univer-
sal.church. Unless, indeed, the Nestonans are excepted,
whose opinious, or rather whose phraseology, respecting
the Virgin Mary, whow they style the Mother of Christ,
instead of the Mother of God, »s the Latins phrase it,
had some resemblance to the netions of 1he Arians. Since
the origin of the Nestorian sect, a considerable change
has taken place in regard to their opinions about the two
natuces in Christ; many of them verged into a more con-
sistent orthodoxy; amnd the pope has now a titular Patri-
arch at Mousul, ;

The analogy of the Latin and Greek -dogmas will be
clearly illustrated by the following testimonies, from va-
rious authors:

With Rome, the Greek church concurs in the opi-
nion of transubstantiation ; and, generally, in the sacrifice
and whole body of the mass.

Dr. Potter and Bishop Forbes tell us, That the ques-

* tion in the Florentine council, between the Latins and
Greeks, was not whether the bread of the eucharist was
substantially changed into the body of Christ or fiot, but
by what particular words this wonderful change was
effected.

The sacrifice of 1he mass is also used by the Greeks
for the quick and the dead.

The Greeks of Venice, and all other Greeks, adore
Curist in the eucharist ; and who dare either impeach or
condemn all these christians of idolatry 1

‘sue Greeks reckon seven sucramnemts, the same with
the church of Rome; and are no less for church an-
thority and tradit:on than Roman Catbolics ; agreeing
with Rome, too, in praying to sainis; in auricular con-
fession; in offering of sacrifice and prayers for the dead;
znd placing much of their devotion in their worship not
only of the blessed Virgin Mary, but in the intercession,
jrayers, help, and merit of other saints, whom they invoke
10 the temples.

The Greeks of note are obliged to confess four times
a-year; the priests compelling them to confess every
thing, saying they cannct otherwise release them.

Though tiey do not bold a purgatory fire, yet thev
helieve u thira place between that of the blessed and the



THE GREEK AND RASTERN CHURCHES. 87

damned, where they remain who have deferred repent-
ance till the end of their life: but if this be not purga-
tory, 1 know not what it is, nor what souls do there.

The Greek church is so called from its comprehending
all Christians within the limits of ancient Greece, to dis-
tioguish it from the Latin church; bat chiefly from its
members having long used the language in its liturgies
or religious services; a practice still eontinued by all
those who are subject to the Patriarch of Constantinople.

The faith ‘and practice of the Greek cburch may be
briefly summed up as follow : they believe in one God, and
one Lord Jesus Christ; which belief they express in the
words of the Nicene creed, till they come to that part
which relates to the Holy Ghost; on this point, which
churchmen call the procession of the Holy Spirit, they
affirm that the Holy (Ghost proceeds only from the Father,
and not from the Father and the Son, as the Catholics
and the Church of England say ; z’et they believe in the
personality and godhead of ¢ oly Ghost. They do
mot acknowledge the pope’s supremacy, nor even pri-
macy ; nor that the Church of Rome is the true mother-
church: on Holy Thursday they excommunicate the
pope, and all the Latin prelates, as heretics and
schismatics.

They believe no other sacraments than baptism and the
Lord’s Supper. They use what is called frime immer-
sion; that is, they dip the person three times under
water at the name of the Father, the Son, and Holy
Ghost. When the child is baptized the priest anoints it
with the holy chrism, which is applied to the forehead,
eyes, nostrils, mouth, ears, breast, hands, and feet.

In the baptism of infants they have one god-father, or
god-mother, according to the sex of the child. But bap-
tism is often deferred by them till their children are five,
ten, or fifieen years of age, or even longer; and they re-
baptize all the Latins who are admitted to their commu-
pion. They lay great stress on baptism, as essential to
salvation; and, like the Latins, allow of lay-haptism,
when a priest, or other ecclesiastical person, is not at
hand to perform the rite.

Whether they do actually believe in transubstantiation
or not, is not quite clear; but they pay very great vene-
ration to the consecrated bread used at the sacrament.
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They do not, indced, carry it in procession; but after the
priest bas consecruted it, he elevates it, and says, *“ Thou
art my God, thou art my King, I adore thee! Lord havs
mercy upon me, miserable sinoer!” They say that 1he
sacrament should be administered in both kinds; and
that even to infants befure they can be capable of distin-
guishing the spiritval food from any other. The laity
are indispensibly obliged to receive the sacrament in bot
kinds; they receive both the bread and wine together in
a spoon, from the hand of the priest, who takes it from
a large dish used for the purpose. They seal the bread
with the form of a cross, and the bread, used on the oc-
casion, is leavened. The eucharist they always receive
. fasting. )

Although they exclude confession, confirmation, ex-
treme unclion, matrimony, and orders, as absolute sacrs-
ments, or means of confering grace, they regard them as
most sacred and divine mysteries; and have a great re-
spect and veneration for them.

Confession is also a sacred duty and boly obligation in
this church, and is deemed of some importance to the
soul; but they do not think it necessary to be practised
more than four times in every year, and this is to be open
and public, a general, and not, like the Cathulic prac-
tice, suricular confession ; which they deny to be a di-
vine precept, and at best but an injunction of the
church, and insist that it always ought to be free and
voluntary.

Confirmalion is administered immediately after bap-
tism : this has always been esteemed by them a part of
the priest’s office ; and is not deferred to be performed
by a bishop, in any of the Greek churches.

Extreme Unction, as nsed by the Roman Catholics, is
practised in some degree; but they disclaim that name,
culling it the Euchelaion, or mystery of the holy oil. It
is administered 1o all sick persons, as often as such per-
sons desire it, without waiting till the sick person is
at the point of death; nor is it deemed essential to
salvation.

Matrimony, though a sort of holy union, is not con-
sidered as a sacrament in the Greek church; and they
allow its dissolution in case of adultery, or even other
provocations, and they deny that fornication is a mortal
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sin. They allow lawful marriages to the fourth time,
but not oftener. They allow also a married man to take
orders; but forbid their making such un engagemem
after ordinution. On this account, young men destined
for] the church generally supply themselves with wives,
previous to their assumption of the sacred character.

The Greeks do not appear to have an idea of purga-
tory; but they offer up ceitain prayers in bebalf of the
dead, in these words: * Grant, O Lord! that his soul
nndy be at rest, in those mansions of light, consolation,
and repose, where all grief and sorrow are for ever
excluded.”

The members of the Greek church are not perfectly
agreed as to the torments of the damned ; whether as to
the nature or the extent of those punishments; but, for the
most part, they incline to the more humane and rational
idea, that the all-merciful Being will not eternally inflict
the insufferable miseries of hell-fire on his naturally weak,
blind, and erring creatures.

Almost all the Eastern Christians of this church have
an opinion that, after death, there is one paradise of sim-
ple repose, to which departed saints first retire, and
another of eternal and supreme felicity, into which the
just are ultimately admitted.

They offer a sort of worship to the Virgin Mary; and
supplicate the assistance and mediation of the saints; of
whom they are extremely fond of relating wonderful
stories. ey bave distinct liturgies for their principal
saints ; such as 8t. Janies, St. Chrysostom, St. Basil, and
Gregory the Great. All their monks, and they kave not
a few, are of the order of St. Basil. The Patriarch,
Metropolitan, and bishops, are of this order.

Justification by faith and works conjointly, for which
they allege the epistle of St. James, is a favourite doc-
trine of the Greek church,

They stricly abstain from eating things strangled, and
sach other meats as are prohibited in the Old Testament.

The Greek Christians sffect 1o be extremely averse to
“ graven imuges;” but their dislike of the religious usc
of the art of sculpture is umply recompenced by their en-
thusiastic atlachment to pictures. 'To these they pay
an alwost sinful adoration. They do not, however, en-
tirely reject the use of even carved images in tieir dweli-
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ing-houses, in many of which little titular saints of this
kind are to be found, before which the Divine Omnipo-
wnce is privately worshipped.

A friend of the author once told him, that during his
residence in Russia, where the Greek church is professed,
an English * eight-day clock” formed part of his furni-
ture, One day, soon after the English gentleman had
fixed himself in his farm-house, (he went overin the capa-
city of an agriculturist, in the service of the emperor,) a
Russian labourer came into his house, when, seeing the
clock, aud bearing it tick, he warched straight up to it,
and began 1o cross himself, and perform other acts of
devotion before it, imagining that the Englishman had
brought it with him as an object of devotion, and ina
case containing his patron saint. This, of course, was an
instance of extreme ignorance; and it would seem, that
the Russian boor had not before seen such a machine.

The members of the Greek church are extremely rigid
and constant in their prayers, regularly attending mass
morning and evening. Their religion enjoins honour and
obedience to the priests; and they strictly forbid the
laity to invade the benefits of the clergy; and all kinds of
sacrilegious acts, as well as the reading of heretical books,
frequenting theatres, and other * heathenish” customs.

They regard the books of the Apocrypba as uncano-
nical; but hold some traditions of equal authority with
the holy scriptures; and very greatly venerate the writ-
ings of Basil, Chrysostom, Dumascene, &c.

Of all the general councils that have been held by the
Catholic church, they pay no regard to any after the sixth;
they reject the seventh, which was the second Nicene
vouncil.

They are apt to excommunicate members from the
church; and condemn heretice on very frivolous occa-
sions; and they deny that the office of sub-deacon is an
hioly order.

In the observance of divine fasts and feasts the Greek
Cliristians are rigid and superstitious; particularly as 1o
the Lents, of which they have four every year. The first
begins on the fourteenth of November; the second, the
great Lent, before Easter; the third, the week after Pen-
tecost; und the fourth on the first of August. At these
tiwes they eat nothing that has blood, or oil, nor milk-
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meats, but berbs and shell-fish; and are so extremely
particular and strict as scarcely to allow an egg or flesh-
broth to a sick person.

Yet they affect to disdein the Latins for their observ-
ance of the vigils before the mativity of Christ; and the
festivals of the Virgin Mary and the apostles; as well as
for their fasting in Ember-week. They prohibit all fast-
ing on Saturdays, except on the Saturday preceding
Easter.—It may be observed, that they hold a kind of
predestination, depending on the attribute of prescience
in the Deity.

Such are the leading doctrines and religious features
of the Greek Christians.

With respect to church-government, discipline, reve-
nues, &c.. the Greeks very much resemble the Latins.
Both are episcopal; and in both is the same division of
the clergy into secular and regular; the same spirituat
jurisdiction of bishops and their officials; and the same
distinction of offices and rank.

Before we proceed to notice some peculiarities and
customs of otlI:er branches of the Greek Christians in
Greece, and elsewhere, it will be proper to give a more
particular account of the Greek Church in Russia; as that
church has some peculiarities which have not yet been
sufficiently noticed.

The supreme head of the Greek church is the Patriarch
of Constantinople, who is styled the thirieenth apostle,
and whose usual title, wben he subscribes any letter ur
missive, is, ‘“ by the mercy of God, Archbishop of Con-
stantinople, the New Rome, and (Ecumenical Patriarch.”
The right of electing him is invested in twelve bishops
who reside nearest that capital; but the right of confirm-
ing the election, and of enabling the newly-cliosen Patri-
arch to exercise his spiritual functions, belongs anly to
the Turkish emperor. The office is very uncertain, as it
is frequently obiained by bribery and corruption; and
when a higher bidder appears, the possessor is often dis-
placed. Yet, it is both honourable and lucrative, and of
high trust and influence ; for, besides the power of nomi-
nating the other three Patriarchs of Alexandria, Antioch,
and Jerusalem, and all episcopal dignitaries, the Constanti-
nupolitanPatriarch enjoysamostextensive jurisdiction and
dominion, compreheuding the chl;rehes of a considerabla

E
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part of Greece, the Grecian izles, Wallachia, Moldavia,
und scveral of the European and Asiatic provinces, that
are subject to '[‘urlr.eg. He not only calls councils by
his own authority, to decide controversies, and direct the
affairsof the church, but with the permission of the Turkish
emperor, he administers justice, and takes cognizance of
civil causes among the members of his own communion.
For the administration of ecclesiastical affairs, a synod
is convened monthly, composed of the heads of the church
resident in Constantinople.

The Patriarch of Alexandria resides generally at Cairo,
and exercises his spiritual authority in Egypt, Nubia,
Lybia, and part of Arabia. Damascus is the principal
residence of the Patriarch of Antioch, whose jurisdiction
extends to Mesopotamia, Syria, Cilicia, and other pro-
vinces. The Patriarch of Jerusalem comprehends, within
the bounds of his pontificate, Palestine, part of Arabia,
the country beyoud Jordan, Cana in Galilee, and Mount
Sion. The episcopal dominions of these three Patriarchs
are extremely poor and inconsiderable. The revenue of
the Patriarch of Counstantinople is drawn particularly
from the churches that are subject to his jurisdiction ;
and its produce varies according to the state and circum-
stances of the Greek Cliristians, whose condition is ex-
posed to many vicissitudes. The bishops depend en-
tirely upon a certain tax, levied upon each house within
their districts, inbhabited by Greeks: and they are univer-
sally charged with the interest, at least, of large sums,
accumulated for ages, in consequence of money (avanids )
levied on the Patriarchate, to which cach diocese is
bound to conmtribute its quota, By such burthens, the
revenues are so diminished as to leave to the most opu-
lent bishop, * little more,” says Mr. Dallaway, ** than
300/. a year.” The same defalcation of their original in-
comes is said to extend throughout the whole ecclesias-
tical state, from the prelates to the parochial pape, or
priests.

The power of the chief Patriarch is maintained, on the
one hand, by the authority of the Turkish emperor, and
on the other, by his right of excommuricating the diso-
bedient members of the Greek church. His influence
with the Porte is very extensive, as far as his own nation
1s coucerned.
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The Greek church is of high antiguity: and. includ-
ing all its branches, its doctrine prevails at this day
owver a greater extent of country than that of any
other church in the Christian world, and is supposed
by sume to be professed by about 30,000,000 of souls,
through a considerable part of Greece, the Grecian
Islands, Wallachia, Moldavia, Sclavonia, Egypt, Nubia,
Lybia, Arabia, Mesopotamia, Syria, Cilicia, and Pales-
tine ; all of which are comprehended within the jurisdic-
tion of the Patriarchs of Constantinople, Alexundria, An-
tinch, and Jerusalem. At least one half, if not two-thirds,
of the inhabitants of European Turkey are Greeks; and
if all these be Christians, their number must be very
considerable, notwithstanding the lharsh treatment, and
many hardships to which for several ages they have been
exposed from the Turkish government.

Of those independent Greek churches which are go-
verned by their own laws, and are in communion with the
Patriarch of Constauntinople, but not subject to his juris-
diction, the church established in Russia alone is of any
importance in the Christian world ; the rest, namely, the
Georgians and Mingrelians, are sunk into the most deplor-
able ignorance and barbarity that can be imagined.

This church agrees in almost every point of doctrine
with the Greek church subject to the Patriarch of Con-
stantinople. With regard to baptism, they do not differ
in any thing from the church of Rome. They do not re-
haptize proselytes from any communion of Christians,
except those who are unsound in the doctrine of the
Trinity ; and all others are admitted members of their
church, on their submitting to the mystery of the holy
chrism.

In addition to the forms and services of the Greek
church, most of which the Russians bave always used,
they still retain various ceremonies and superstitions of
their own. At present, however, instead of strictly ob-
serving all the canonical hours, they have service in both
monasteries and parish-churches, only three times a-day ;
namely, the vespers, the matins, and the liturgy or com-
munion. The church-service, in general, is performed in
the Sclavonian language; but in some places it is per-
formed also in the Greek, both ancient and wodern; and
in the administration of the Lord’s Supper they »es the
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liturgies of St. Basil and 8t. Chrysostom. The Greek
church does not allow any musical instruments; but the
rhythm observed in singing the hymns produces a melody,
with which the car may be very well entertained.

The Russians, with their mother-church, have four
Lents anoually, besides a great number of abstinences or
fasts, and Wednesdays and Fridays, which are fisl-days
throughout the whole vear. The first Lent comprehends
the forty days previous to Christmas; the secord, which
is their great Lent, the same space of time before Easter ;
the third, called the Lent of St. Peler, commences the
week after Penticost, or Whitsunday, and ends on the
feast of St. Peter, June 20th; and the fourth, the Lent
of the mother of God, begins on the first and ends on
the fifteenth of August, which is the day of Koimesis, or
the assumption of the blessed Virgin.

Sect of Ruskolniki, or Ibraniki. Though no person is
excluded from any office or employment under the Rus-
sian government on account of his religious tenets, vetas
the sovereign and the imperial family always conform to
the Greek church, and no Russian who has been edu-
cated in it can lawfully depart from it, it may, with pro-
priety, be called the established church. Though in Rus-
sia are Pagans, Mohammedans, and Christians of various
denominations, vet it does not appear that any schisma-
fics or sects separated from the Russian church till about
the middle of the sixteenth century. Before this time
there were scarcely any printed books in Russia, and the
manuscripts were thén miserably incorrect: to remedy
this evil, the czar John Basilides caused a considerable
number of the church-books to be printed and distributed
ior the use of the churches in 1562. As the newly-
printed copies were corrected, they differed considerably
from the manuscripts; and this excited among the igno-
rant people a religious zeal, which was kept up by equally
ignorant or designing clergy. But the external troubles
of those times prevented the Raskolniks from spreading
to any extent, till about the middle of the following cen-
tury, when, in the time of the czar Alexis Michaelovilz,
the same causes produced the same effects ; and the num-
ber of the Ruskoluiks increased 1o a very great degree.

This is the ouly sect of which we have heard, that has
sepsrated from the established church in Russia; und it
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seems to have been formed on very frivolous grounds.
Its members assume the name of Ibraniki, that is, the
multitude of the elect; or, according to others, Straoi-
vertsi, that is, believers in the ancient faith: but the name
given them by their adversaries, and that by which they
are generally known, is Raskolniki, that is, schismatics,
or the seditious faction. In defence of their separation,
they allege the corruptions, in both doctrine und disci-
pline, that have been introduced into the Russian church.
They profess a rigorous zeal for the letter of the hol

scripture, which they do not understand; and the
transposition of a single word in a new edition of the
Russian Bible, though this transposition was intended
to correct an uncouth phrase in the translation com-
monly received, threw them into the greatest tumult.
They will not allow a priest 1o administer baptism after
having tasted spirituous liquors; and in this, per-
haps, they act rightly, since it is said, * that 1the Russian
priests seldom tonch the flask without drinking deep.”
‘T'hey hold, that there is no subordination of rank, no
superior or inferior among the faithtul ; that a Christian
may kill himself for the love of Christ; that Hallelujah
must be only twice pronounced, thatitis a great sin to
repeat il thrice; and that a priest must never give a
blessing except with three fingers. They are regular,
vven to austerily, in their manners; but as they have
always refused to admit Christians of other denomina-
tiops into their religious assemblies, they have been sus-
pected of committing in them various abominations,
but this ought not to be believed without the strongest
demonstrative proof. They have suffered much per-
secution; and various means have been used to bring
them back into the bosom of the church, but in vain;
and arguments, promises, threatenings, dragoonings, the
authority of synods and councils, seconded by racks and
gibbets, ina word, all the methods that artifice or barba-
rity could suggest, have heen practised; but these, in-
stead of lessening, have increased their numbers, and,
instead of closing, have widened the breach. Some
wealthy merchants and great lords are attached to this
scct; and it is widely diffused among the peasants. It
ought to be added, that the members of this sect consider
the worship of images as gross idolatry; aud, perhaps,
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this practice, real or supposed, in the Russian church
was one reason of their separating from it.

The present Emperor of Russia has shewn a disposi-
tion to enlarge the boundaries of religious toleration in
his dominions ; and although his imperial majesty las
tormed a holy alliance against all atiempts at infringe-
ment:-of royval prerogative, of a purely political nature,
he bas had the sagacity to discover that * guod may
come out of Nazareth,” and that men may * wash and be
clean,” in other streams than *‘ the rivers of Damascus.”
Hence, of late years, he has given every possible encou-
ragement to our Lancasterian schools; and has not even
withheld his support from the Bible Saciety. To the
Jews Alexander has manifested a kind and liberal spirit ;
and, during his visit to England in the year 1815, he even
t:ondescenged to attend the Quakers’, or Friends’ meet-
ing-house, at Devoushire House, in London. The pre-
sent Emperor of all the Russias is certainly one of the
most enlightened monarchs in Europe; and has learnt
that most important lesson of * making friends of the
mammon of unrighteousness.”

Superstition has not, however, lost its influence even
in the 1hriving city of St. Petersburgh; for in the “Im-

rial Gazette” of that city, dated Dec. 17th, 1798, we
ﬁ:ve the following curious document:—

“ In 1796 a coffin was found at the convent of Sumo-
vin, in the city of Trotina, in the eparchy of Volgada,
containing a corpse, in the habit of a monk. It had
been interred iu 1568, yet was in a state of perfect pre-
servation, as were also the garments. From the letters
embroidered on them, it was found to he the body of the
most memorable Feodose Sumovin, founder and superior
of the convent, and who had been acknowledged as a
saint during his life, for the miracles he had performned.”

It is then stated, that the directing synod had made a
verv humble report on this occosion to his lwperial
Majesty ; afier which follows the Emperor’s ukase, or
proclamation :

** We, Paul, &c. having been certified by a special
report of the most holy synod, of the discovery that hias
been made in the convent of Spasso-Sumovin, of the
miraculous remains of the most venerable Feuduse, which
miiraculous 1emains distinguished themselves by 1ibe
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happy cure of all those who have recourse to them, with
entire confidence; we take the discovery of these hol
remains as u visible sign, that the Lord has cast his
most gracious eye in the most distinguished manner on
our reign. For this reason we offer our fervent pravers,
and our gratitude to the Supreme Disposer of all things;
and charge our most holy synud 10 aunounce this memo-
rable discovery throughout all our empire, according to
the forms prescribed by the Loly church, and by the
holy fathers, &c. ‘T'he 28th Sept. 1798.” -

Although the Greek church bears a strong resem-
hlance in many parts 1o the Latin or Roman church,
its professors do not observe that universal conformity of
opinions and practices in which the Catholics are so
strict and consistent.

The Greek Christians of the Asiatic Isles, and of
Egypt and Greece, have almost all tlieir owrr peculiar
religious manuners and customs,

The Christian natives of Parga and the lonian Isles,
are almost universally members of the Greek church:
the Parguinotes, in particular, are of this church, under
the direction of a Proto-Papa. In the time of the Vene-
tians, the church belonged 1o the diocese of Paramithia,
in Albania ; the bishop made a yearly visit to this place.
Paramithia now being under the yoke of Ali-Pasha,
the tyrannical Turk, 10 whom lately has been consigned
the lives and property of the unfortunate Parguinotes,
those people no longer acknowledge the spiritual autho-
rity of that prelate.

The foreign garrisons which occupied Parga at dif-
ferent periods, have had little influence on their manners
and habits: hey are attached to their ancient usages;
their mode of life is simple; their women are chaste,
though they enjoy the greatest degree of social freedom.
. Among their usages, which may be considered in a
somewhat religious point of view, and secms to confirm
a fact already stated, that the members of the Greek
church do not look upon fornication as a mortal sin, we
may notice one mentioned by Lieutenant-Colonel C. P.
De Bosset, in his tract, entitled ** Proceedings in Pargs
and the lonian Islands,” &c.

Whena voung man has paid his addresses to a femnle,
and tlcir 1espective families have agreed on the prelimi-
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nary arrangements for their union, the destined bride is
introduced into the paternal house of her lover. Every
thing is done to render her ahode agreeable; und, on her
part, she takes the greatest %ains to conciliate the good-
will of the family to which she is about to belong. But
the marriage is not immediately concluded, and it is only
at the expiration of a year, that the union of the betrothed
is irrevocably ratified by the seal of fck(:Fl'ml. In the
interval their mutual intimacy and confidence become
strengthened; and they enjoy, under the same roof,
that liberty without which it would be difficult to know
and appreciate each other. If, before the expiration of
a year, one of the parties alleges well-founded reasons
for breaking off the arrangements, a representation is
made by the family of the complainant to the other
family, who generally raise objections and difficulties;
the affair is laid before the Proto-Papa, or chief of the
clergy ; who, by the aid of arbitrators, commonly taken
from both families, decides definitively ; audieuce is
given to both parties, and 1o their witnesses. Recourse
is frequently had to matrons; and if, after duedelibera-
tion on the arguments adduced on either side, the
physical or moral incompatibility on which the appeal
is made, be clearly proved, the whole affair is placed in
statu quo, and the young female is laken home to her
parents. Separations of this kind are, however, rare,
and are not allowed, except on very strong arounds.
‘T'hey commonly attach a kind of opprolirium to one or
other of the parties, until a more auspicious trial has
restored him or her to estimation and respect. It often
happens that individuals thus separated, respectively
make a more judicious choice, sanctioned by love, and
finally crowned by Hymen. [f, at the end of the praba-
tionary year, the atfiunced persons suit each other, and
the indication of a progeny announce their accordance,
the nuptials then take place, and the union is consecrated
in the church with all due solemnity.”

Parga is a small town, on the coast of Epirus, sur-
rounded by four walls, and built ou a conical rock, It
has always been considered an integral dependency of
the Ionian Tslands; and a military post of great import-
ance to them, and in particular to Corfu, of which it is
called the ear and the eye. They have a little church
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dedicated to Sanla Trinita—the holy Trinity, in which
the Greek service is performed.

Anterior to the year 1400, the chief place of the
country of the Parguinotes was situated bevond the
limits uf the actual territory of Parga, upon the moun-
tain which overlooks this small covntry, at the spot now
called Paleo-Parga, which still exhibits the ruins of a
church and some dwellings. Various circumnstances,
however, conspired to induce the inhabitants to change
their place of residence. The following is the tradi-
tionary account of their change of ubode.

A shepherd, while in search of a stray sheep, found
in the caverns of a rock, on which Parga is now situated,
an image of the Virgin. He informed his countrymen
of it, and the image was transported, with great devo-
tion, to the church of Paleo-Parga. After some days it
returned invisibly to the place where it had been found,
and the Parguinotes, convinced that this miracle wasa
sign of 1he divine will, constructed a church on the spot,
und around which they built their habitations. The
image of the Virgin is still there, and is held in high
veneration.

Itis not necessary to detuil every particular concermng
the Greck churches in the Islands of the Grecian Archi-
pelago; their faith having already been sufficicutly de-
scribedd, as it differs in no very material point from that
of the Russian Greck church; and their various religious
customs and ceremonies heing, for the most part, so
mixed up with sccular occupations and habits, that it is
difficult 10 separate them, The following account, how-
ever, of the SERVIAN GREEK church, in the hitherto
almost unknown district of AMfontenegro, us lately been
translated and published in the Collection of * Modern
Vnyages and Travels,” Vol. IV. Part I11. from the French
of Col. L. C. Viella de Sommiéres, late commandant of
Castel-Nuova, Govermnor of the Province of Cattaro,
aud ohief of the General Staff of the lllyrian army at
Ragusa, is too interesting and curious to be omitted.

Montenegro is situated between 18 and 19 deg. lon.
from Greenwich, and the 42 and 43 deg. of latitude.
1t is bounded on the cast by the Cadalik of Antivari and
Upper Zerta ; on the south by the Mouths of the Cattaro,
from Pastrovichio to the province of Herzegovina; om
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the west by Herzegovina ; on the north the same place,
us far as the Bosnian Vizirate, and by the mountains of
Albania Proper: t is consequently surrounded on thrée
sides by the Turkish territory, and on the fourth by
what was formerly Venetian Albania.

According 1o the last census, tuken in 1812, it appears
that this district, including Upper Zerta, contains, in the
Greek villages, 1,250 houses, and 540 in the Catholic
villages.

The patron saint of the Montenegrines appears to be
the renowned St. Basil, of whose monastery it will be well
to give some account, even before we altempt any ae-
scription of the religion of these people.

St. Basil is situated in a district, of which Comani is
the chief town. The convent consists of a number of
mass ivebuildings, scattered over a vast extent of ground,
and built without any regular plan; the church is of a
moderate size and well-built, in a simple style of archi-
tecture. The hermitage of St. Basil is about a mile
from the monastery. Abont the middle of a high rock,
a large natural opening forms an entrance to the retreat,
where the holy Patriarch St. Basil, by thirty years of
montification and meditation, expiated the aberrations of
his youth, and the errors he had committed in this werld,
The holy grotto is ascended by a wooden staircase, with
an arched roof, and then by some steps cut in the rock,
a chapel appears richly but confusedly ornamented, where,
in 4 coffin formed of the trunk of a cypress-tree, St. Da-
sil reposes amidst all his miracles.

The means that have been resorted to for preserv:
ing the mortal remains of the saint have perfectly sue-
ceeded. It is not the Christian Greeks of Montenegra
alone who bring their offerings to St. Basil; the Bos-
nians, the Servians, the Molachians, and the Albanians;
also repair to his shrine. Many Catholies visit it, and
the Turks themselves entertain a sort of vemeration for
the saint, though many affect to ridicule him. A book
entituled an account of the life and miracles of the sain1,
printed in the lllyrian character, states, that one day the
saiut was leaning on the parapet of his terrace on the
rock, eating a pear, the pips of which he carelessly threw
away ; next morning it was discovered that a large peut-
tree Lad sprung from the barren reck ; it was covered



THE GREFK AND EASTERN CHURCHES, 1y

on one side with flowers, and on the other with a vasg

uantity of the finest fruit, perfectly ripe: this was in
the month of February. On another occason St. Basil
had oceasion for some parsley to perform some cure;
for, it must be observed, he was also a skilful physician;
he could not find the plant he wanted, and he naturall
betook himself to prayer; and, in a short time, a bird,
with a purple and asure plumage, appeared in the cell of
the holy ancherite, bearing some parsley-seed in its benk.
St. Basil sowed it on the rock, and next morning the
parsley was ready for use ; since that period parsley has
spontaneously grown every year, in a corner of the rock,
which is inacessible both to sun and rain.

On another occasion, an incredulous Turk visited the
hermitage, to obtain a sight of the remains of the saint:
when the object of divine favour was exhibited, the Turk
approached, and pretending devoutly to kiss the hand of
the corpse, bit the fore-finger, probably to satisly him-
self that the body had once been animated ; when, won-
derful to relate, the saint, as sensible of his bite as of
the religious outrage, suddenly withdrew his hand fron
the unholy gri])e, and, applyng it forcibly to the head
of the infidel, laid him dead on the ground. The monk
who shews the body takes especiul care 10 point out the
mark of the bite and woe to him who would seem to
doubt it.

The monastery is daily visited by many strangers: the
wine is exquisite, and the cheer good and abundant,
which of course enables the monks the better to endure
the dullness of retirement.

Though the Greek priests of this country are, gene-
rally speakiog, exircmely ignorant, yet those who have
travelled in Christian countries are very well-informed
men,

The Christian religion, as it is professed in Montene-
gro, is the Greek, or rather the Servian Greek ritual,
which differs-materially from that of the Greek church,
properly so czlled, whence, however, it is derived. The
following particulars will aford a correct idea of the re-
ligious doctrines of the Montenegrines, with the excep-
tion of a few local differences:—

"I'ne Montenegrines acknowledge the same sacraments,
but not the same doctrines as the Catholics ; theirciery
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are Donatists, for they deny the validity of the baptism
of the Catholic church. For this reason they re-baptize
proselytes, and put to them the three following interro-
gatories:—1. Do you renounce the popel—2. Do yon
renounce the Catholic crucifix?—3. Do you renounce
fasting on Saturdays? The Montenegrine priest holds
the Catholic ceremonies in abhorrence. He will not con-
secrate on Catholic altars till they are previously washed
with holy water; but, in general, they are destreyed
and others erected in their stead. The Montenegrines
baptize young children on the second or third, or at
latest the fifth day, after their birth. With respect 10
proselytes, they are not quite so rigid. They are lcono-
clasls, or enemies to images, yet they worship figures
painted on boards; they affect the most supreme con-
tempt for the Catholic figures painted on cauvass, or on
walls, as well as for all statues of saints,

In spite of these opinions, they worship crucifixes
covered with sacred carved work, which they assert was
executed on the holy Mount, without the aid of art. By
dint of paying alms, they imagine it possible to draw
souls from the deepest abyss of hell, and make them as-
cend to the regions of bliss.

The Montenegrines do not acknowledge the sin of
thought, in spite of all that is said of it in various parts
of Secripture. They pardon rape, and consecrate di-
vorce. ‘The clergy are Simoniacs; for they will absolve
a robber, if be present them with a portion of bis booty:
for a certain pecuniary consideration, the confessor un-
dertakes to be responsible for the sin and the satisfaction
which a penitent owes to his God. In general, the
priest does not administer the viaticum until he is paid
for it, either in money or goods, &c.

It may be proper to give the reader some idea of the
rise and progress of that church which has so frequently
influenced the fate of Europe. Stephen, King of Serviu,
beving succeeded his father in 1333, on the throne of
Eustern Dalmalia, became more than ever ambitious aud
jealous of the Greek emperors. As soon as he had con-
quered the rich province of Bulgaria, his anxious wish
to enjoy the title of Emperor induced his subjects to
proclaim him [mperator Romanorum et Serviarums.
Having modelled his court after that of Constantincple,
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he wished 10 grant new privileges to the clergy; and to
deprive the Greeks of all influence, he changed the title
of the Metropolitan archbishop to that of Patriarch, and
declared him the independent and absolute sovereign of
the churches of bhis empire. This separation, together
with a language and books different from those used by
the Greeks and Catholics, and the ignorance of the clergy
and the people, are the causes which mainly contributed
to stamp the Servian Greek church with the character
of a particular sect. Amidst the vast diversity of opi-
nions, erroneous interpretations, and incoherence of
principle, which pervade all sects, it wust, nevertheless,
be acknowledged, thatthe Greek clergy presenta fair side,
worthy to claim the atiention of the most rigid observer,

The positive doctrine of the Montenegrines 1s the con-
viction of the exisicnce of a Creator, the common Father
of all mankind ; and they acknowledge that the world is
the work of his all-powerful hand. In Montenegro, as
in all other countries, where the worship of the Supreme
Being is divided into two different rituals, nothing is
more remarkable than the extreme aversion and repug-
nance which prevail among the respective sectaries, and
particularly among the ministers of the two doctrines.
In general there are more stiffness and pride among the
Catholics than among the Greeks; perhaps, because the
latter are the powerful party, and generosity is one of
the attributes of power; or, perhaps, because they are the
most ignorant, and virtue is nearly allied to the simpli-
city of the primitive evangelic ages. Be this as it may,
controversy, in every sense of the word, is mild and
tolerant among the fathers of the Greek church, and no
individual is exposed to persecution for not professing
their doctrines. .

Such is the esteem in which their priests, particularly
the curates, are held by the people, that a Greek never
meets a priest of this class without lifting his cap; he
places one of his hands on his breast, and with the other
taking the priest’s hand, kisses it respectfully. When a
cuate enters a house, all the inhabitauts, whatever be
their rank, treat him with similar marks of respect.

Like the Roman Catholic churches, the Montenegrine
lemples are built so that the nave is to the west, and the



104 ALL RELIGIONS, AND RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES.

choir to the east. Their architecture is extremely simple.
Over the portico are three arched openings, in which are
huog three bells of different sizes, which are rung from
the outside. In the inside of the churches the walls are
smooth, and kept carefully clean; they are not decorated
by picteres. There are neither benches nor chairs, ex-
cept for the curates and acolites, and they but seldom sit
down. The choir is composed of parishioners, who re-
ceive no payment for their trouble. The altar consists
merely of a large cubical stone, measuring about three
feet; but it is not seen, or at least not easily, for the
chancel is screened from the eyes of the believers. It is
concealed by a wretchedly painted wooden partition,
which rises to the ceiling. This partition has generally
three epenings, of which the centre one is larger than the
two side ones ; it is closed by two folding-doors, while
the otliers are only closed by curtains. In a glass-case,
which rests on two pillars, are deposited the presents sent
to the church, or to the Virgin: among them are several
splendid tokens of the munificence of the emperors of
Russia and Austria, and the Venetian republic.

The ablutions and consecrations are performed with
the greatest ceremony : all the acolites quit the chancel,
and the doors and curtains are carefully closed. At the
first elevation one curtain is drawn aside, and the offici-
ating priest appears holding the chalice above his head ;
aud at the secoud elevation the folding-doors suddeuly
open. It is impossible to conceive the imposing effect
produced by the holocaust and the whole congregation
prostruting themselves before the Supreme Majesty. The
communion is not the same as in the Catholic church.
The wafer is not employed, and the priest makes use of
unleavened bread, baked under the ashes of a fire, kind-
led by the rays of the sun.

Festival-days are very frequent in the Greek church,
and particularly those consecrated to the Virgin Mary,
whow all the followers of the Greek ritual hold iu great
veneration. ‘Thus the principal apartment in every house
is adorned with a figure of the Madonna painted on o
board, and on Sundays and festival-days it isilluminated
by a silver lamp, An ocath taken before this figure is
ragely broken. Young women usuvally swear by tie Vir-
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gin to be faithful to their lovers, and express a hope that
they may be sacrificed if they breuk their vow. The ex-
traordinary number of festival-days, together with the sa-
cra, or festival peculiar to each family, and those of the
pslron saints, occupy a whole guarter of the year; and
will, in the end, prove essentially injurious to public
morals, owing to the bad use which is made of the rest
of the day, after the fulfilment of holy duties. What is
singularly su-prising is, that during festival-days there isa
continual firing of musketry and ringing of bells; during
divine service, however, the firing lakes place at a proper
distance from the temple. -

Young girls never go 10 church but twice a-year, name-
ly, at Easter and Christmas. The women are separated
from the men in a railed gallery above the princiyal
door, in that part where the organ is usually fixed up in
our churches, Men, women, und children, stand from
beginning to end of the ceremony ; the most rigid de-
corum prevails, and the congregation seem almost im-
moveable. This is one of their religious precepts; the
Greeks are extremely scrupulous on this point, and two
persons are seldom seen talking together at church. The
Greek churches contain neither organs nor ornaments of
any kind that may tend to divert the minds of the pious,
In certain ceremonies great use is made of the holy wa-
ter, though there is not any particular vase appropriated
for containing it, as in the Catholic churches, The Greek
mode of singing hymns here is a mere humming, and
of the most discordant kind imaginable, A very solema
eeremony of the Greek church is the blessing of houses
twice during the year, once at the beginning of spring
and once in winter, which corresponds with the festivals
of Easter and Christmas. These are most important ce-
remonies among the Montenegrines, as it is supposed
that the prosperity or ruin of the house depends on the
degree of fervour with which the act of benediction is
performed. All the priests of one parish, or of one con-
vent, dressed in their sacerdotal ornaments, and follogred
by a thuriferary, a sacristan carrying loly water, and the

hildren of the choir, proceed to the bouses reciting
prayers as thev go; they sprinkle every apartment in the
Mouse, irom the cellar to toe garret, the people always
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taking care to throw some pieces of metal into ihe bLolv
water.

The Montenegrines, as well as all other Greeks, enter-
tain a high respect for the dead. If, in digging a grave,
they happen to find any scattered bones, they collect
them with the greatest care, and deposit them in a bhole
dug in the ground, lined with stone-work, and covered
with a wooden arch, in the centre of which is an aperture
for introducivg the bones. These tombs are situated
mear the churches, and are never approached but with
religious awe, It is no uncommon thing for a person who
may happen to have business in a direction which would
lead him to pass close to one of these monuments, to go
& hundred yards round about to avold it. It is not now,
nor has it been for time immemorial, customary in amy
part of Montenegro to bury the dead in churches.

Light is accounted the greatest ornamentin the Greek
church ; but the Montenegrines, in particular, attach the
highest importance to it, and imagwe that they howour
the Deity more or less in proportion to the number of
wax-tapers they burn.

Curates are permitted to marry; a portion of land
is assigned 1o them, and they cultivate it with the aid of
their family. They are perfect putterns of conjug!
fidelity ; they are suffered to eat all kinds of food indis-
criminately, but are subjected to frequent fasts. The
privilege of marrying, however, does not extend to monks.
The most rigid abstemiousness is imposed on the latter.
They eat no kind of animal food; though some, onr coo-
sideration of ill-health, obtain limited dispensations.
The Montenegrines have several Lents in the course of
the year ; and two very long ones are scrupulously eb-
served. They do not merely consist in abstaining from
animal food, but also from various other articles of sab
sistence: these fasts are common to both sexes. The
Greek religion forbids the use of frogs, as being unclean
animals, and a thousand absurd anecdotes are related of
them. The Montenegrines, in particular, regard thes
with the greatest horror, and treat with contempt all whe
eat them, whatever rcligion they may profess,

When a girl is sought in marriage by a young mam r~
siding in a distant village, old people generally negv
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ciate between them; and it not unfrequently happens
that the parties concerned never see each other unlir:he
affair isnearly concluded. The father of the young man,
or ane of his nearest relations, accompanied by two other
persons, proceeds to the family with whom he wishes to
form a connection. All the daughteis are presented to
him, and he himself chouses one, without caring whether
or not she may please ber inteoded bridegroom; it is,
bowever, very seldom that a refusal takes place. So
little attention is paid to situation, rank, or fortune, in
these matters, that it not unfrequently happeus, that a
rich Montenegrine gives his daughter in marriage to a
farmer, or even to a servant. The person who comes to
demand the girl in marriage, after obtaining the parent’s
consent, conducts the bridegroom to see her: as soou ay
they evince a mutual wish to be united, the marriage is

ed upon as concluded. It is not necessary to draw
ap any contract; & simple pronise suffices, particukarly
35 a woman never brings any fortuue to her busband ex-
eept her stock of clothes, &c. The priest goes to the
house of the bride as soon as her parents have consented
to the union.  He shuts himself up with her in the most
retired apartment in the house, where he receives her
general confession, and grants, or pronounces, her remis-
sion for all ber sins. On the following day, the marriage
is published in the church, with nearly the same formali-
ties as those observed by the Catholics.

During the publication of thc marriage, the relations
of the bride convey to the family of the bridegroom pre-
sents of corn, a pot of milk, and a cake of maize, on
which are stamped the figures of a distaff, knitting-needles,
and other embiems of female industry. This is a custom
derived from the ancient Greeks, among whom it was
usual for the bridegroom’s relations to send to the bride
the keys of her husband's house, accompanied by the dis-
vraff and spindle. With the Montenegrines, the ears of
corn denote the abundance which, by dint of economy,
the wife will maintain in bher husband’s house; the milk
expresses her mildness of temper; and the cake marks
the industry which will render her worthy to superintend
his family. On the other hand the voung man’s relations
convey to the bride’s family a cake madge of pure wheat
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and raisins, and, if the season permit, a few pots of the
best wine, together with some agricultural implements,
which are handed down from father 10 son, to denote
that the young man will prove industrious, and wilt
bonour the memory of his forefathers, by using the in-
struments which procured them the means of living com-
fortably and happy.

On the first Christmas-day after the betrothing, both
bride and bridegroom invite all their relations and friends,
who assemble at the house of the bride's parents, whence
the bride, followed by a numerous retinue, proceeds to
ber husband’s house, where great rejoiciog takes place.
Her mother follows her, carrving over her head a large
veil or white handkerchief. After receiving the blessing
of her parents, the bride, thus veiled, takes her place
between her father-in-law and the next nearest relative of
her husband, and proceeds to church, followed by the
bridegroem and all the retinve already mentioned. At
the door of the church they are met by the priest, who
sprinkles them with holy-water, and asks them a series
of whimsical questions, After several long pravers, he
gives them the nuptial benediction, which is followed by
a very tedious ceremony, accompanied by so many signs
«f the cross that it is impossible to enumerate them. The
train of friends and relatives, joined by the priest, then
conduct the bride from church, amidst the firing of mus-
ketry and the acclamations of the people who happen to
meet them by the way. She first proceeds to her fa-
ther’s and then to her husbhand’s house, where an abuan-
dunt repast is provided. She eats separately, at a small
table, with two of her relations, and the whole afternoon
is devoted to dances and songs in honour of the wedding.
At these festivals the priest acts as master of the ceremo-
mies; he proclaims the toasts that are to be drunk in
honour olPthe bride and bridegroom, repeats the nuptial
songs, &c. The company soon become animated, and «
great noise usually ensues ; but the whole passes off with
the utmost order.

During these nuptial festivals, which last for several
days, the bride and bridegroom, accompanied by their
friends, parade regularly through the streets and roads
leading to the hamlets near the villagein which they reside.
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This custom does not arise out of ostentation, but is
merely an act of publicity, necessary to insure the legality
of the contract.

Among the Montenegrines it would be reckoned a

shameful freedom for a woman to call her husband by
his name in public during the first year of their marriage.
A wife will even scruple to do so when they are alone.
The same reserve is observed by husbands towards their
wives. It sometimes happens that the father, or the girl
herself, refuses the person who is proposed as her husband.
In that case, the young man, accompanied by some of
bis friends, proceeds to the woman’s house, and by force
catry her to the priest, who marries them for a trifling sun
of money, in spite of every protestation. If the betroth-
mng takes place, and the nuptial riug is given as a preli-
minary present, which is the common practice; and if,
f{om any reason, the marriage is not solemnized, the par-
ties cannot enter into any other engagement until the ring
be restored. If a second person should ask the bride in
marriage, she must return the ring to her first suitor; but
in case of his refusal 1o accept it, she has no alternative
but to coatinue single. If, on the other hand, a man who
bas been betrothed wishes 1o marry another woman, he
must demand Lis ring, and ifit be refused, his marriage is
saspended : uo priest will perform the ceremony, unless
the ring he produced and its identity proved. It fre-
quently happens that the refusal of the ring, by either
party, is merely the effect of spite. Hence arise scenes
of dissension, in which the whole f:mily take part, and
which often terminate in bloodshed.

In Montenegro a woman is not allowed to seek a di-
vorce, The husband presents a sum of money to the
priest, who assembles together the relations of both hus-
band and wife, and after delivering a long account of the
complaints which the man prefers, judges himself, with-
out the concurrence of any other tribunal, of the necessity
and justice of the divorce. All the ceremony observed in
the dissolution of a marriage, consists in presenting a
flask of wine to the wife’s relations, who all drink by
turns ; it is then presented to the husband, who refuses
to raise it to his lips, which is considered as a proof that
1e persists in his intention of separating from his wife.
Fhe priestdriuks the rest of the wine, and taking up the
voman's apron, he gives one end to her father or her
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nearest relative, and the othier to the husband’s father;
he them cuts it in two, with a sort of knife kept for the
purpose, and pronounces with a loud voice the words,
* Heaven has separated you.”

The idea of death does not produce the same awful
sensations on the Montenegrines as on the people of
other countries. They are wholly absorbed in sorrow at
the thought of eternal separation from their relations and
friends.

When a Montegrine dies, nothing is heard through the
bouse but moaning and lamentation. The women, in
particular, tear their bair and strike their bosoms in the
most furious way imaginable. The corpse is kept in the
house for twenty-four hoars ; -the face is uncovered, and
it is perfumed with essences, and strewed with flowers
and aromatic shrubs, afier the manner of the ancients.
When the priest arrives, tbe lamentations of the family
are redoubled ; and when the corpse is about 10 be re-
moved from the house, the relations whisper in its ear,
giving it commissions to their departed friends in the
other world. After these singular addresses, the corpse,
being lightly covered with a napkin, with the face ex-
posed, is carried to church. On the way, women who
are hired for the purpose sing songs, narrating the history
of the deceased’s life. Before the corpse is laid in the
earth, the nearest relations tie a piece of cake round the
neck, and put in its hand a piece of money: this is
merely a continuatior of the custom of the ancient Greeks.
During this ceremony, as well as on their way to church,
the weeping maurners thus apostrophize’ the deceased :
“ Why did you leave your poor wife, who loved you so
tenderly! and vour children, who were so obedient!
your flocks throve well, and Heaven blessed all your
undertakings.”

As soon as the funeral is concluded, the curate and all
the train of mourners return home, where a grand feast
is prepared : Bacchanalian songs are sung, and preyers
oftered up in favour of the deceased. Oune of the guests
makes an oration, which usvally draws tears from the
whole assembly. He is accompanied by three or four
discordant monochords. The men of Mobtenegro allow
their beards to grow as a mark of mourning : the women
cover their heads with a blue or black handkerchief, for
the first yeur after the death of a relative. The women
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mvariably repair, on every festival-dav, 10 weep on the
»mb ot their husband or children, and 10 strew it with
fresh-gathered flowers. 1f, by chance, they should omit
doing so, they ask pardon of the deceased, and explan
the reasons whieh prevented them from fulfilling this
pious duty.

No where 15 the belief in ghosts, magicians, and evil-
spirits, so inveterate as in Montenegro. The imagina-
tions of the people are ineessantly haunted with pbantoms,
dreams, and forebodings; but nothing can equal the
terror with which they are inspired by the brucolagues,
or bodies of excommunicated persons, whieh are cast
away without hurial. The ground where thiey lie is futal
ever after; no Montenegrine will venture to dpproach it;
and if the spot should recur to theit recollection, they
fancy they are pursued by ghosts. Others imagine they
see the shades of their forefathers hovering in the clonds
sbove their heads ; they speak to them in the silence of
might, give them commissions to other deceased relatives
and think they are thus in open cominunication witlt the
sther world:

When a Montenegrine dies from any voknown cause,
whether he is supposed to have died a natural death, or
1o have fallen a victim to the vengeunce of an enemy,
his relations have him proclaimed in every part of the
village where they reside, by three youtlis whose business
itis to discharge this office. It is only within a short
period that the Montenegrines and the Greeks, in generai,
have been in the habit of allowing the dead to remuin
unburied for foriv-eight hours. The following circum-
stunce took place in 1813.

A man named Zanetto, returning home one evening in
a state of intoxication, threw himself on his bed, and was
svon seized with horrible convulsions. He continued for
sume time perfectly motionless, and destitute of heat and
respiration, and was naturally supposed to be dead. In
carrying him to church, it was necessary 1o proceed bya
very uneven road, intersected with rocks and stones, The
frequent jolting, occasinned by the irrcgular motion of
the corpse-bearers, soon revived Zanetto, and startin
wp he poured forth a volley of abuse on the afflicte
mourners. 1The bearers immediately tirew down the
coffin and ran off, and the mourners fled to the neigh-
beuring village, where the strange story filled the people
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with terror, The priests were the only persons who re
mained with the coffin, and were ignorant of the real
cause of the confusion, until Zanetto thus addressed them.
“ Living demons, you shall account for this: carry me
back again instantly, or I'll throw you into the hole that
has been dug for me.” The priests accordingly conveyed
him back iughis coffin, with all dne humility and patience.

Of the dangerous and mortifying consequences of
teaching or permitting the opus operatum, the perform-
ance of external rites and observances, to be substituted
for the religion of the understanding and the heart, the
true sum and substance of Christianity, an example more
apposite, more pregnant with instruction than the follow-

* ing, is not, perhaps, to be found. [t is recorded in Pou-
queville’s Travels in Greece, of which a condensed por-
tion, peculiarly interesting to the inquirer into the ancient
military history and topography of that country, was
B’ublished on the 15th Dec. 1820, in Part IV. Vol. 1V. of

ODERN VovAGES AND TRAVELS. The reflections
which this example must naturally excite in every con-
siderate reader, seem unhappily to be but too requisite
_ in the present times; in which the affectation of asso-
ciatiug religion with spurious party, not genuine public
policy ; the temporising alliance between church and
state ; the incompatible union between God and mam-
. moun, are continually and insuitingly obtruded on the
attention of the world.

In a central sequestered valley of Albania, watered b
the Voioussa, the Aous of ancient history, is the district
of Caramouratadez, comprising thirty-six villages and
hamlets, from an early period peopled by Christians of the
Greek church. Protected by their mountain-fastnesses, and
by their inherent valour, the inhabitants had for three cen-
turies effectually withstood everﬁ altempt of the surround-
ing Mohammedans to impose the yoke of their religion.
In this independent state the people of the valley pep-
severed until the year 1760, when commenced a combined
series of sanguinary assaults on them, which, in the conrse
of half a century, exbausted the endurance of the un-
happy Christians, and drove them to despair. Comn-
pelled at last to submit to the furions and mercileas.
Mohammedans, to suffer every cruelly, every indigniry
which hatred and revenge, working uron ignorance nns

fanaticism could inflict, became the lot of the helpless
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le of Caramouratadez. Actuated, at last, aot by

that spirit of patierice which propitiates, but by that
spirit of presumptive merit which estranges, celestial
favour, the whole Christians of the community deter-
mined to make one effort more, to draw down supreme
peotection. Should that effort be unavailing, it was also
determined at once 1o renounce their Christian profes-
sion, and to embiace the faith of their relentless but
prosperous oppressors. In vain did their pastors repre-
sent and remionstrate agzinst the extravagance, as well as
the impiety, of this last determination. To defer its ac-
complishment until Easter should be passed, a festival to
be solemnized by every imaginable act of external devo-
tion, was all the papas or priests could obtain. But
Easter came, was most scrupulously celebrated, amd
Ened away without any relaxation of their sufferings.
the evening of that festival, Christianity was univer-
sally and formally abjured: the clergy were desired to
withdraw from the district; the patron-saints, whom the
deluded people bad venerated with signal zeal and con-
fidence, were reproached for their regardlessness and
ingratitude ; their images were removed from the
churches ; a Mohammedan cadyand a body of imauns or
teachers were called in from the neighbourhood ; the brief
¢ereed of the Koran was recited ; the various initiatory
rites, circumicision not excepted, were performed :—thus
i Caramourutadez did the crescent supersede the cross,
Afflicting as was this singular event to the Christians
in other quarters of Greece, it became in its results still
more grievous to the Mohammedans, the former tyrants of
the district. Now converts to Islamism, the inhabitants,
become in every matier equal in rights with their enemies,
lost no time in taking vengeance on them; the more
bitter that it had been the longer deferred. Forming
themselves into armed bands, they broke into the ad-
joining districts ; massacreing without mercy all the
males that came within their reach, and carrying off inte
davery their women and children. Whilst these horrors
were in perpetration, the ranks of the bands of vengeance
were speedily replenished and augmented by parties ot
hwless freebooters, in pursuit of repine and plunder,
from other quarters of the country. The name of the
villagers of Caramouratadez became the terror of the
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environs; until Aly Pasha of Janima, in the exercime of
hi» maxim, divide et impera, (a2 maxim sanctiored by
‘more than one or two much mightier potentates of tiese
eventful days,) first sowed mutual jealousies amon
the ignorant and infatuated people, and then wab-
dued all parties to himself. Since that epoch the exiled
Christians have returned tv their native vilisges, secoms
panied by strangers of the same proféssion’; and now
several villages in the valley of Carameurstadez’ coumt
not a single Mohammedan within their bounds.

In some respects as resembling the Greek Christiand
of the Servian tribe, we may notice those of Abyssmia, ¥,
indeed, it can with fairneas he said thrat the Ahyssinrans have
any religion at'all, besides the form of it} and i masy
places scarcely that. _

The Abyssinians are said to have been couverted W
the Christian religion by Fromepatias, in the year 338!
Tlhiey are described us a branch of the Copts or Jacobitis;
with whom they agree in admitting but one nature i
Jesus Chrit, and rejecting the council of Chisdcedon; ¢t
which accouirt they are also called Entychians and Mst
nophysites, The term Copt properly applies only #
those Christianis who live in Egypt, Nubia, and the eomr
tries adjacent. The Abyssinian church is governed hy o
bishop or metropolitan styled Abuna, who is appointed
by the Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria residing st Cairo.

he Abuna being a foreigner, and generally ignorant of
the language and manners of the country, he is not' per-
mitied to meddle with the affairs of the government: b
principal employment is the ordination of priests, deacows,
and monks. Next in dignity is the Komos, of Heguue-
nos, a kind of arch-presbyter, who hds the inferior paiesty
and deacons, with the secular affuirs of the parish; under
his inspection. The deacons occupy the lowest rank ¢
priesthood. They huve canons dlso, and monks: e
former of whom marry; the latter, at their admission
vow celibacy, but with a reservation, making a promiw
alond before their superior to keep chastity; but addimg,
in a lew voice or whisper, ¢ as you keepit.’ The Debtv
arahs, a set of chanters who assist in the musical party of
the service, are in general estimation, even more so thia
the Komos, though the latter are superior in rank. The
emperor alone takes cognizance of all ecclesiasticatcauses,
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except a few smaller ones reserved to the judges;
confers all benefices, except that of Abuna,

The monks ure divided into two elasses, those of Debra
Libanos, and those of St. Eustatius. They have noi,

rly speakimg, any convenis, but inhabit separate
m. erected round their church. Their ignorunce is
extreme. The superior of the monks of Mahebar Sclussé,
in the north-west part of Abyssinia, is the Itchegué, who
is of greater eonsequence in turbulent times than the
Abana. He is ordained by two chief priests holding
white cloth or veil over his head, and a third repeating a
prayer ; after which they all lay their hands on his heud,
and join together in singing psalms. The eburches are
very numerous, owing to the prevalence of an opinion
among the great, that whoever leaves a fuud tc build a
church, or has erected one during his life, makes a suffi-
cient atonement for all his sins. They are usually erected
on eminences, in the vicinity of ru.ning water, for the
urpose of affording facilities to the purifications and ab-
tions, which they practise according to the Levitical
lmw. Mountainous as the country is, and much as the
views must be obstructed by the number of these sacred
edifices, it is seldom that fewer than five or six are scen
at a time; and if the ground be commanding, often
tive times that number. ‘T'he churches are surrounded
with rows of Virginia cedar, and being circular, with
conical summits and thatched roofs, and encompassed on
the outside with pillars of cedar, to which the roof pro-
jecting eight feet beyond the wall is fixed, furnish an
agreeable walk in the hot or rainy seasom, and diversily
the scenery. The internal partition and arrangement of
the church is that prescribed by the Mosaic law; and
many of the ceremonies and observances in their mude
of worship, are obviously derived from the ceremonial
rights of the Jewish religion,

Of the internal divisions of a church, the first is eir-
calar; within that is a square ; that square is divided by
& veil or curtain, and, within' the innermost division is »
very small place, which, like the Holy of Holies, can
enly be entered by the priests.

religion of Abyssinia is, in reality, a strange com-

peund of Judaism, Christianity, and superstition ; the

fermer appears to predominatse. They practise circume
F
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cision ; and extend it to both sexes. They observe both
Saturday and Sunday as Sabbaths: thev eat no meats
prohibited by the law of Moses: women are obliged o
practice the legal purifications, and brothers marry their
brothers’ wives. Their festivals and saints are numberless.
As they celebrate the epiphany with peculiar festivity, in
cummemoration of Christ'’s baplism, and sport in ponds
and rivers, some have supposed they undergo baptism
every year. Onpe of their saints’ days is consecrated 1o
Balaam’s ass; another to Pilate and his wife; because
Pilate washed his hands before he pronounced sentence
on Christ, and his wife desired bim to have nothing o
do with the blood of that just person. They have znu
seasons of Lent; the great Lent commences ten davs
earlier than ours, and is observed with so much severity
that many abstain even from fish, because St. Paul says
there is one kind of flesh of men, and another of fishes.
They at least equal the church of Rome in miracles and
legends of saints; which occasioned no inconsiderable
embarrassment to the Jesuits, whom they presented with
such accounts of miracles wrought by their saints, in
proof of their religion, and those so well circumstantiated
amd attested, that the missionaries thought themselves
obliged to deny miracles to be any evidence of the truth
of religion. Prayers for the dead is common, and invo-
cation of saints and angels; and such is their veneratioa
for the Virgin, that they charged the Jesuits with def-
ciency in this respect. Images in painting decorate their
churches, and excite their reverential regard; at the same
time they abhor all images in relievo, except the cross.
They maiuntain that the soul of man is not created ; be-
cause, say they, God finished all his works on the sixth
day. They admit the apocryphal books, and the cancas
of the apostles, as well as the apostolical constitutions,
to be genuloe; but Solomon’s Song they consider merely
us a love poem in honour of Pharaoh's daughter. It
uncertain whether they believe in the doctrine of tras-
substantiation ; Ludolph and Bruce differ on this ques-
tion ; but the latter afhirms that  bey are now, with regard
to docirine, as great heretics, and with respect to moraks
as corrupt, as the Jesuits have represented them,
Abyssinia contains many Jews, Mohammedans, and Pa-
gane  The former hove .*wwes Lean settled there is
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eonsiderable numbers; but some of them have been
proselyted to Christianity, either by coercion or from
mercenary motives: the rest chiefly occupy the moun-
tainous districts, where they retain the ancient distinc-
tions of Caraites and Talmudists. Ludolph meutions
snother sect, inbabiting the frontiers between them and
the Caffres, who dwell along the Nile, and who are sup-
posed to descend from the captives taken by the kings of
Assyria and Babylon, or from those who were dispersed
over the earth by the destruction of Jerusalem. They
were never incorporated with the other Jews, but have
always been regarded as Salaxa, or strangers and exiles.
Their Bible is in the corrupt Talmudic dialect. The
Mobammedans amount io about one-third of the inhabit-
ants, and are intermixed with the Christians. Some of
them cultivate the soil, but the most opulent are the
factars, who have engrossed the trade of the Red sea.
The Pagans chiefly consist of the Gallas. Others are,
bexides, diffused scantily through the country.

Their churches are full of pictures upon parchment;
for, from the first ages of Christianity, the Abyssinian
scribes have always been painters, though in a style
much inferior to that of our sign-painters in England.
Here are St. George and the Dragon ; St. Demetrius and
a Lion; St. Balaam and his Ass; St. Sampson and his
Jaw-Bone; and even St. Pontius Pilate and his Wife.
In some places are to be met with miniature paintings of
Pbaraoh plunging into the Red Sea, on a White Horse ;
with his guns and pistols swimming on the surface of the
water: These, of course, are of the modern Abyssinian
school of painters.

On going to church, persons put off their shoes before
they enter the outer precinet ; but if they do not leave a
servant with them, they will be stolen by the priests be-
fore the service is completed, Devotees kiss the threshold
on the two door-posts, on entering: they then enter, and
say what prayer they please, and their individual duty 1s
over,

A convocation of Abyssinian clergy is never called, in
the reign of vigorous princes, but by the special order of
tbe sovereign. From such a fanatical and tumuliaous
assembly many of the discreet members of the churen
purposely absent themselves.
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On the other hand, the monks who devote themselves
%0 pass their lives in deep unwholesome vallies ; hermits
who starve on the points of naked rocks, or live in de-
serts, exposed to the attack of wild beasts; the whole
tribe of false prophets ind dreamers who pretend to di
vine what shall bappen in futare, by living in total igno
rance of what is passing at present; people in constan
babits of distress, nahed, or covered with hair; # collec-
tion of monsters scarcely to be imagined, compose an
ecclesiastical assembly in Abyssinia ; and lead an igno-
rant and furious populace, who worship them as saints.

Excommunication in Abyssinia expressly probibits th.
person on whom it is pronounced from kindling a fire
and every one else is restricted from sapplying him with
fire or water. No one can speak, eat or drink with him,
enter his house, or suffer him to enter his own. He can
meither buy, sell, nor recover debts ; and if he were slain
by robbers, no inquiry would be made into the cause of
his death, nor would his body be allowed to be buried.

Besides the scriptures, which, on no account whatever
do they allow to be translated into any other language
than the Geez, a language full of harsh inharmonious
sounds, the Abyssinians have * The Constitutions of the
Apostles;” a “ Book of Common Prayer;” a collection
from the works of the Greek fathers ; translations of the
works of St. Athanasius, St. Basil, St. John Chrysostom,
and St. Cysil. 7T'o this catalogue of the works of other
saints may be added the lives and mirecles of their
own, in four wonstrous volumes, folio. They have a
saint who wrestled with the devil in the form of a ser-
pent nine miles long, threw him from a mountain and
killed him ; another, who converted the devil, made him
turn monk, and live a holy life for forty years after his
conversion, as a penance for having tempted our Savionr
forty days upon the monntain; another who never eat or
drank from the day of his birth, and made a pilgrima
to Jerusalem every morning, where he said mass at the
boly seFulchre. and returned home every night in the
suape of a stork. Another saint, being sick, was seized
with a longing for partridges, and calling upon a brace
to come to him, they flew upon his plate, ready roasted,
and laid themselves down to be devoured.

These wonders are circumstantially 10ld and believed,
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anexceplionable persons, and were a grievons stum-
bling block to the Jesuits, who could not establish the
belief of their own miracles upon any clearer evideace.

There are other bovks of less size and consevncnce
than these ; such as * The Virgin Mary’s Musical Instru-
ment,” eomposed about the year 1440; and there is 4
book of Enoch, which contains the history of the giants
descended from the sons of God, and the daughters of
men.

As the restraints of morality and honour have no influ-
ence upon the Abyssinians, it is easy to perceive that
marriage must prove but a very slender tie ; indeed, Mr.
Bruce says, that there is no such thing, unless that which is
contracted by mutual consent, without uny form, subsisting
only till dissolved by the dissent of the one or the other,
and to be renewed us often as it is agreeable to both par-
ties, who, when they please, cobabit together, after having
been divorced and connected with others. 1 remem-
ber,” says he, ‘* to have been once at Koscam, in presence
of the Iteghe, when in the circle there was a woman of

reat quality, and seven men who had all been her Lius-
Eands, none of whom was the happy spouse at that time.”
There is no distinction of legitimate and illegitimate
children ; upon separation they are equally divided ; the
eldest son falls to the mother’s first choice, and the eldest
daughter to the father. If there is but one daughter,
and all the rest sons, she is assigned to the father. I