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EXPLANATION OF THE FRONTISPIECE.

THE design is a prostyle temple of the
_doric order, and is an historical view of ancient

' masonry, I mean that kind of history which is

“universally reccived and acknowleged in ancient
lodges.

- The three figures upon the dome represents the

" three great masters of the tabernacle in the wil-

. derness. The two crowned figures with that on
their right hand, represents the three great mas-
ters of the holy temple at Jerusalem. The three
figures on the left hand represents the three great
masters of the second temple at Jerusalem.

. The three columns bearing masons aprans, with
the arms of England, Ireland, and Scotland, and
supporting the whole fabric, represents the three
grand masters of England, Ireland, and Scotland,
whose names are on the front pedestal, and who
wisely and nobly have formed a triple union to
support the honour and dignity of the ancient
craft, for which their Lordship’s names will be
honoured and revered whilst free-masonry exists:
in those kingdoms.

-In the pediment under the figure of Mosges, is _
the coat armour of the most ancient and: honoura-
ble fraternity of free and accepted masons accord-
ing to the old institution, and is thus emblazon’d,

Quarterly per squares, counter-changed vert.
In the first quarter azure a lion rampant or. In
the second quarter or, an ox passant sable. In
the third quarter or, a man with hands erect pro~
per, robed crimson and ermine. In the founth
‘quarter ‘azure, an eagle displayed or. Cresk, the:
holy ark of the covenant proper, supported by
cherubims. Motto, Kodes lu Adanai,, that is ha~
liness ta the Lord.
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To the Reader.

at

- IT has been the custom of all my worthy
hrethren, who have honoured the craft with their
books of constitutions, or pocket-companions, for
Aree-masons, to give us a long and pleasing history
of masonry from the creation, to the time of their
writing and publishing such accounts, vgz. from
Adam to Noah, from Noah to Nimrod, from Nime |,
zod to Solomon, from Solomon to Cyrus, from Cyrus '
4p_ Seleucus Nicator, from Seleucus Nicator, to

Augustus Casar, from Augustus Casar to the

havoc of the Goths, and so on until the revival of
the Augustan stz'le, &c. &c. &e. Wherein they give

us an account of the drawing, scheming, planning,

designing, erecting, and building of temples, towers,

cities, castles, palaces, theatres, pyramids, monu.
ments, bridges, walls, Pillars, courts, halls, fortifica.

tions, and labyrinths, with the famous light-house of

Pharos and Colossus of Rhodes, and many other

wonderful works performed by the ARCHITECTS, to

the great satisfaction of the readers, and edification

of free-masons.¥

B

¢ Quere, Whether fuch hiﬂoﬁei are of any ufe in the
fecret myReries of the craft.
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Having called to mind the old proverb, Better
“be out of the world than out of fashion, I was fully
determined to write an history of masonry, whereby
I did expect to give the world an uncommon satisy
faction ; in order to enable myself to execute this
great design, I purchased all or most of the histories,
constitutions, pocket companions, and other pieces
on that subject, now extant in the English tongue.
My next step was to furnish myself with a suf-
ficient quantity of pens, ink and paper : this being
" done, I immediately fancied myself gn HisToRr1AY,
and intended to trace masonry not only to Adam,
in his sylvan lodge in Paradise, but to give some
account of the craft even before the Creation: and
(as a foundation) I placed the following works round
about me, so as to be convenient to have recourse
to them as occasion should require, viz. Dr. An-
derson and Mr. Spratt, before me, Dr. D’ Assigny
and Mr. Smith, on my right hand, Dr. Desaguliers
~ and Mr. Pennel on my left-hand and Mr. Scott
and Mr. Lyon behind me; a copy of (that often
called) the original constitutions, (said to be in the
possession of Mr. ¥okn Collins, in Paris) and ano-
ther copy of the same magnitude handed about in
England, together with several pamphlets printed in
England, I tied up together, and threw them under
the table.

Having tried my pen, and wrote a line not unlike
the beginning of the chapter in the Alcoran¥, I
began to flourish away in a most admirable manner,
and in a few days wrote the first volume of the his-
tory of masonry, wherein was a full account of the
‘transactions of the first grand lodge, particularly the

¢ * Next after the ti/le at the head of every chapter
(except the ninth) of the Alcoran, is grefixed the fol-
16wing solemn form,

In the name of the most merciful God.
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excluding of the unruly members, as related by Mr.
Milton.} : , .
By this time I imagined myself superior to Jo-
®ephus, Stackhouse, or any other historian whom the
reader shall please to think on. Andas I intended
to give the world a history of masonry for several
years before the creation, I made no manner of
doubt but my work should live at least two thous-
and years after the general conflagration. '

Perhaps some of my readers (I mean those that.

are best acquainted with my capacity) will say, he
has miore vanity than wit; and as to learning, it is
as great a stranger to him, as free-masonry is to
women ; yet he has the folly to. think himself un
historian, and expects to become a great man, &c.

“Whether such an opinion be true or false, it
matters nought to me; for the world must allow,
that (tho’ no man has found out the perpetual mo-
tion) all men ever had, have now, and ever will have
a perpetual notion : And furthermore, we read, that
the following persons, so much famed in history,
were not only poor men, but many of them of a very
mean extraction. The wise philosopher Socrates,
was the son of a poor stone-carver; the tragic poet
Euripides, was the son of poor parents; as was
Demosthenes, the honour of Greek eloquence; Vir-

il, the famous Latin poet, was the son of a poor
giantuan labouring potter ; Horace, the incompar-
able Lyric, was the son of a trumpeter in the wars ;
Tarquinius Priscus, king of the Romans, {was the
son of a merchant; and Servius' Tullius,
another king of the Romans, was begotten on
a woman s%ave ; Septimius Severus, is said to
come of a very base degree; Agathocles, king
of Sicilly, was a potter’s son; /Elius Pertinax
was a poor artificer, or, as some say, a simple seller
of wood ; the parents of Venadius Bassus, are said
to be very miserable poor people ; and Arsaces, king

+ See Paradise lost.
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of the Parthians, was of so mean and obscure parea-
tage, that no man’s memory could make a report of
his father or mother ; Ptolomy king of Egypt, was
the son of a ’squire in Alexander’s army ; the Em,
peror Dioclesian, was the son of a scrivener; the
emperor Probus was son of a gardener ; and the

arents of Aurelius; were so obscure that writers
ﬁave not agreed who they were ; Maximus was the
" son of a smith, or as some say, a waggon-wright ;

Marcus Juliys Licinius, was the son of a herdsman;

Bonosus was the son of a poor stipendary school-
master ; Mauritus Justinus, predecessor to Justinian,
and also Galerus, were both shepherds ; pope John,
the twenty-second of that name, was the son of a

shoe-maker ; {)ope Nicholas the fifth was the son of - |
‘. a man that so

d eggs and butter about the. streets ;
and pope Sixtus the fourth was a mariner’s son;
Lamusius, king of the Lombards, was the son of a
common strumpet, who [when he was an infant}

threw him into a ditch, but was taken out by king -

Agelmond ; Primissaus, king of Bohemia, was the
son of a country peasant ; Tamerlane the great was
a herdsman ; Caius Marius, seven times consul of
Rome, was born of poor parents in the village of
Apirnum ; and Marcus Tullius Cicero, consul of
Rome, and pro-consul in Asia, was from the poer
Tugriole of Arpinum, the meanest parentage that
could be ; Ventidius, field-marshal and consul of
Rome, was the son of a muleteer; and Thophras-
tus was the son of a botcher, i. e. 2 mender of gar-
ments, &c. ..

I have heard of many others of later date that
bave been preferred to places or offices of greas
trust, and dignified with titles of honour, without
having the least claim to wit, courage, learning or
honesty ; therefore, if such occurrences be duly
considered, I humbly conceive it will not be deemed
as a capital offence, that I should entertain my awn
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perpetual notion, while I do not endeavor to disin-

* herit any man of his properties.

-I doubt I have tired the reader’s patience ; and
if 0, I humbly beg his pardon for this long digres-
sion. But to return, while my mind was wholly
taken up with my fancied superiority as an historian,

i &c. Linsensibly fell into a slumber, when me-thought
! four men entered my room ; their habits appeared
.to be of very ancient fashion, and their language also

I' imagined to be either Hebrew, Arabic, or Chal-
dean, in which they addressed me, and I immedi-

_ately answered them after the pantomime fashion =

After some formal eeremonies, I desired to know
their names, and from whence they came ; to which
one of them answered me [in English] we are four
brothers, and come from the holy city of Jerusalem;
our names are Shallum, Ahiman, Akhub, and Tal-

. mon. Hearing they were sojourners from Jerusa-
:lem, I asked them whether they could give any ac-

count of Sotomon’s TEMPLE ; to which Shallum*
[the chief of them] made answer and said, the wise
Kianc SoromoN, GRAND MasTgr of Israel, ap-

-pointed us head porters at the Temple, in the thirty-
. second year of his age, the twelfth of his reign, and
~about the year of the world 2492 ; and therefore

we can give a full and particular account of that

‘swvonderful fabric, and likewise of the artists who

performed it, I was glad to meet with such bre-
thren, from whom I did expect a great deal of know-
ledge ; which the many ages they had lived in must
have taught them, if their memories did not fail ;
upon this consideration I told.them, that I was
writing a history of Masonry, and begged their
assistance, &c.

A history of masonary! (says Ahiman) from the
day of the dedication of the holy Temple to this
preseut time, I have not seen a history of masonry,
though some have pretended (not only) to describe

B 2 ‘

* | Chronicles ix. 17.
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the length, breadth, height, weight, colour, shape;
form, and substance of every thing within and about
the temple ; but also to tell the spiritual * meaning
of them, as if they knew the mind of him who gave
orders for that building, or seen it finished : but I
can assure you that such surveyors have never seen
the temple, nay never have been within a thousand
miles of Jerusalem : Indeed (continued he) there -
was one Flavius § (I think he was a soldier) tpok a
great deal of notice of the temple, and other matters
about it ; as did another. man named Jerry : There
were two others, whose names I have forgot, but
remember one of them was an excellent dreamery,
and the other was very handy in collecting all mans
ner of good writings || after the captivity. -

Those were the only men that have wrote most
and best upon that subject, and yet all their works
together would not be sufficient- for a preface to the
history of masonry ; but for your further instruce
tions, you shall hear an eminent brother who can in-
form you in every particular that is necessary to
your preseént undertaking. The words were scarce
ended, when there appeared a grave old gentleman,
with along beard ; he was dressed in an embroider..
ed vest, and breast plate of gold, set with twelve
precious stones, which formed an oblong square: I
. was informed that the name of the stones were
Sardine, Emerald, Ligure, Beryl, Topes, Saphire, -
" Agate, Onyx, Carbuncle, Diamond, Amethyst, and
Jasper: Upon these stones were engraved the -
names of the twelve tribes, viz.Reuben, Judah, Gad,
Zebulun, Simeon, Dan, Asher, Joseph, Levi, Naph-
thali, Issacher,and Benjamin¥,

Ubpon his entrsnce, the four sojourners did him

* See Selomon’s Temple fpiritualized by Bungas.
- § Plavius Jofephus, the learned and warlike Jew.
¢ 1 Exekiel, {| Bzra. .
-~ " "®Bach was the breast-plate, worn by the High-Pricst a8 -
the "Temple.
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the homage due to a superior ; as to me, the lustre
of his breast-plate dazzled my sight, in such a man-
ner that I could scarce look at him. But Ahiman
giving him to understand that the people of this
country were weak-sighted, he immediately covered
his breast-plate ; which not only gave me an oppor-
tunity of perceiving him more distinct, but also of
paying him my respects in the best manner I was
capable of ; and making a very low bow, I present-
ed him with the first volume of the history of ma-
sanry, hoped he would d6 me the honor of perusing -
it, and begged his advice for my further proceedings
he kindly received it, and read it over, whilst I im- -
patiently waited to hear his opinion ; which at last
(to my mortification) amounted to no more than an
old Hebrew proverb (which Ahimadn translated
* thus : Thou hast dived deep into the water, and hast
brought upa potsherd) : neyertheless he took meby the
hand, and said ¥, my son, if thou wilt thou shalt be
taught, and if thou wilt apply thy mind thou shalt be
witty ; if thou love to hear, thou shalt réceive doc-
trine ; and if thou delight in hearing thou shaltbe
wise : and although your history of masonry is not
worth notice, yet you may write many other things
of great service to the fraternity. '
Certain it js (continued he) that free-masonry has
been from the creation (though not under that
name) ; that it was a divine gift from God; that
Cain and the builders of his city’'were strangers to
the secret mystery of masonry ; that therg were but
" four masons in the world when the deluge hap-
pened ; that one of the four, even the second son of
Noah, was not master of the art; that Nimrod, nof
any of his bricklayers, knew any thing of the matter ;
~and that there were but very f{w masters of the art
" {even) at Solomon’s temple ; whereby it plainly ap-
pears, that the whole mystery was communicated to

Eccles. vi. 33, 34
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~ ery.few at that time; that at Solomon’s Temple
(and not before) it received the name of free-mason-

:K’ because the masons at Jerusalem and Tyre were .
(<

greatest cabalists | then in the world ; that the
mystery hasbeen, for the most part practised' amongst
- builders since Solomon’s time ; that there were some
hundreds mentioned (in histories of masonry) under
the titles of ‘grand-masters, &c. for no other reason
than that of giving orders for the building of a house,
tower, castle, or some other edifice (or perhaps for
suffering the masons to erect such in their terri-
tories, &7c.) while the memories ¢f as many thoue
. sands of the faithful craft are buried in oblivion :
From whence he gave me to understand, that such
histories were of no use to the society at present ;
and further added, that the manner of constituting
lodges, the old and new regulations, &fc. were the
only and most useful things concerning free-masen-
ry, that could be wrote: to which I begged to be
informed, whether songs were to be introduced :
his answer was *: if thou bé made the master, lift
not thyself up ; but be among them as one of the
rest: take diligent care for them, and so sit-down.

And when thou hast done all thy duty, sit dowa,
that thou mayst be merry with them ; and receive a
crown for thy good behaviour:.

Speak thou that art the elder, for it becometh
thee ; but with sound judgment:and hinder not
music. And at all times let thy garments be white.

While he was speaking these last words, I was
awakened by a young puppy that got into the room
while I slept, and, seizing my papers, eat a great
" part of them, and was then between my legs, tearing
the last sheet of what I had wrote. -

I have not words to express the sorrow, grief,
trouble and vexation I was in, upon seeing the ca-

T People skilled in the cahala, i. e. tradition, their fecret
scicnce of expounding divine mysteries, &c.
® Eccles. xxxii. 1,3, 3.

s
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. . b) . .
rastrophe of 2 work which I expected would outlast
. the teeth of time.

Like one distracted (as in truth I was) I ran to
the owner of the dog, and demanded immediate
satisfaction : he told me he would hang the cur ;
but at the same time he imagined I should be under
more obligation to him for so doing, than he was
to me for what had happened.

In short, I lookéd upon it as a-bad omen; and -
my late dream had made 80 great an impression on
my mind, that superstition got the better of me and

. caused me to deviate from the general custom of my
worthy predecessors ; otherwise I would have pube.
lished a bistory of masonry : and as this is ratheran
accidental than a designed fault, I hope the reader
will look over it with a favourable eye.
. ‘To be serieus: The reader will do me stric
justice in believing, that I do not wish to offend the
persons or names of writers of historical truths.
My intention - being. only to-expose ridiculous inno-

-~ wations, and- fabulous acconnts of Grand Masters,

whose Masonical authorities never existed. oo
- 'What men (conversant with real free-masonry

.and history) can swallow the legendary stories of the

‘Grand Mastership of the monk St. Austin, St. -

Swithin, St. Dunstan, and other menkish saints,
coufessors, cardinals, &e. &c. Is it not more pro-

‘bable, that those legendary Grand Masters, instead

of patronizing and protecting a society that was then
supposed to raise and converse with familiar spirits,
would have excommunicated them by bell, book
and candle ; and by a thundering anathema con-.
sign them over to the devil: did not the behaviour
of their contemporaries and successors, favour this
_ opinion ?
4 But to come nearer to the present time : suppose
* we were to enquire into the origin of the present

Grand Lodge of Modern Masons, who, not satise
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fied with the old title of Right Worshipful Grand
Lodge, have, in their Callender for 1777, modestly
gave themselves the title of the Supreme Grand
Lodge of the Most Antient and Honorable, &c. &c. &c.
Upon enquiry it would appear, that all their boasted
supremacy is derived from an obscure person, who
lived about sixty-two years ago, and whose name is
not to be found on record amongst Ancient or
Modern Masons. P :

‘Whosoever doubts the truth hereof, let him exa-
mine Dr. Anderson’s Constitutions (printed in
1738) page 109, where it is written, ¢ that four
lodges ;”’ that is to say, some persons who were
wont to meet

¢ At the Goose and Gridiron ale-house, in St.
Paul’s church-yard. :

¢ At the Crown ale-house, in:Parker’s-lane,

¢ At the Apple-tree in Charles-street, Covent-

en.

“ And at the Rummer and Grapes, in Channel-
Row, Westminister, did meet at the Apple-tree
aforesaid, in the year 1716, or rather #7, and hav- -
ing chosen (the nameless person before hinted) a
Chairman, they constituted themselves a Grand
Lodge.”

Such are the words of the most authentic history
amongst Modern Masons, and beyond contradiction
prove the origin of their supremacy to be a self
created assembly. .

Nor was a self<creation- the only defect : They
were defective in numbers.

To form (what Masons mean by) a Grand Lodge,
there must have been the Masters and Wardens of
five regular lodges, that is to say, five Masters and
ten Wardens, making the number of installed offi-
cers fifteen. :

This is so well known to every man conversant
with the ancient laws, usages, customs and ceremo-
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nies of Master Masons, that it is neediess to say
more, than that the foundation of the now (would
be) supreme, &c. &eé. was defective in number,
consequently defective in form and capacity.

Nor can it be urged, that such defection or irre-

" gular formation, was owing to necessity, as there
were numbers of old Masons then in (and adjacent
to) London, from whom the present Grand Lodge
of Ancient Masons received the old system without
adulteration. .

. Under such defections as above-mentioned, Mr.
Anthony Sayer, (the first Grand Master of Modern
Masons found on record) mounted the (now su-
preme) chair upon the 24th day of June, 1717.

The Moderns, (I mean their writers) cunningly
call those transactions a revival of the Grand Lodge.
Plausible as this story of a supposed revival, &c.
3y appear, yet one minute’s reflection will shew
(an Ancient Mason) the fallacy of this part of their
lﬁstory. ) :

. This will be done, by considering, that had it

. been a revival of the Ancient Craft, only, without
innovations or alterations of any kind, the Free and
Accepted Masons in Ireland and Scotland, where
no change has yet happened, nay, Freemasons in
general would agree in secret language and ceremo-
nies with the members of the Modern Lodges.-
But daily experience point out the contrary. And
this I say, is an incontrovertible proof of the fallacy
of their history. :

Indeed this is acknowledged by the Moderns

_themselves, in their Calendar.for 1777, page 31,
where, speaking of the Old Masons, we find these
words : *“ The Ancient York Constitution, which-
was entirely dropt at. the revival of the Grand
Lodge in 1717.” By this, it is plain, that instead"
of a revival, a discontinuance of Ancient Masonry
then took plgce. - B
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" To put this matter out of the reach of contradics"

tion, take the testimony of Mr. Spencer, one of their

Grand Secretaries :

® Cp';y of an answer (i in 'wr:tmg ) given to brother
, acertified petitioner from

- Ireland. .

“ Your being an Ancient Mason you are not
“ entitled to any of our charity. The Ancient Ma-
* gons have a lodge at the Five Bells in the Strand,
“ gnd their Secretary s name is Dermott.

¢“ Our society is neither Arch, Royal Arch, or
“ Ancient, so that you have no rlght to partake of
“ our charity.”

Such was the character given of them by their.

own Grand Secretary about fourteen years ago:
How much they have changed for better or worse,
is no business of mine at this time. * In the afore-
said calendar, amongst other things which I am to
suppose were extracted from the records of modern

Masons, I observed a ccnsure passed (in the year -

1755) on persons for calling theinselves Ancient
Masons.

The compiler seems to be unacquainted with the
masonical proceedings of that time, otherwise he
would have known that the persons were censured,
not for assembling under the denomination of An~
tient Masons, but for practising Ancient Masonry,
having their constitution from the Modern Grand
Lodge. The case was briefly thus : A lodge at the
Ben' Johnson’s Head in Pelham Street, in Spital
fields, were composed mostly of Ancient Masons,
tho’ under the Modern Constitution. Some of them’
hiad been abroad, and received extraordinary bene«
fits on account of Ancient Masonry. Therefore
they agreed to practise Ancient Masonry on every,
third lodge night. Upon one of those nights some

® The originalis in the author’s possession.

L .

fome o it




23

Modern Masons attempted to visit them, but were
refused admittance: the persons so refused laid a
formal complaint before the Modern Grand Lodge,
then held at the Devil Tavern, near Temple-Bar, -
And the said Grand Lodge, though incapable of
Jjudging the propriety or impropriety of such refusal
(not being Anciéent” Masons) ordered, that the Ben
Johnson’s lodge should admit all sorts of Masons
without distinction. o

And upon non-compliance to that order, they
were censured, &c. CoL
. The persons thus censured, drew up, printed, and
published, a Manifesto, and Masons Creed; '(sold
by Owen in Fleet-street) which did honor to their
hearts, and heads. _

The following lines were copied from the pre.
face to their pamphlet :

“ Whereas the. genuine spirit of Masonry seems
4 to be so greatly on the decline, that the craft is'in
¢ imminent danger from false brethren. And
“ whereas its very fandamentals have of late been
“ attacked, and a revolution from its ancient prin-
¢ ciples, &c. &c.—It has been thought necessary,
¢ by certain persons, who have the welfare of the
 craft at heart, to publish the following little pamph-
¢ Jet, by means of which it is hoped, the ignorant
¢ may be instructed, the luke-warm inspired and
¢ the irregular reformed,” &c. &c.

~ Every real—that is, every Ancient Mason, who

had read those publications, were convinced of the
injustice done to the Ben Johnson’s lodgé, in cen-
suring them for doing their duty ; a duty which they
owed to god and to themselves; and a business
which their judges: (the then Modern Grand
Lodge) were as ignorant of—as a blind man is in
the art of mixing colours.

Nevertheless censure was passed, and a minute
‘thereof preserved in the archives of the (would-be)
- . v c . . -~ N
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Supreme, &c. From whence it is now published
in their calendar as one of the legislative orders on
their records, which records have received mach
honour and amendments from twelve-penny :lec~
tures, twelve-penny illustrations and twelve penny
callenders. ' -

The brethren, censured had their constitution
from the Modern Grand Lodge, nor had they any
connexion with the Ancient Grand Lodge at that
time nor since ; nevertheless I do affirm (from per-
sonal knowledge and public report) they were per-
sons of most amiable characters, as men and masons’;
and the names of the ingenious Marigeot, Cheet-
ham, Cornish, &c. &c. will be long remembered
with esteem and veneration, amongst the faithful

‘and legitimate heirs of old Hiram.

In justice to another person, I asm under the né.
cessity of taking notice of a plagiarism in the Calen-
dar aforesaid. In page 41, 42 and.43, the compil-

. er (or author) in describing the ceremonies at {ay-

ing the foundation, and dedication of the Mddern
Masons Hall, says, “ A grand Anthem, written
« by H. D. Esq. was sung,” &c.—in the same page
is written the words of the anthem, beginning, *
¢ To heaven's high Architect all praise, =~
& All praise all gratitude be given, &c.” =

' This anthem was not written by H. D. F.sq. nor By

.

any member of the modern society : It was pilfered
from the oratorio of Solomon’s Temple, annexed to
the prologues in this book, and was written by Mr.
James Eyre Weeks, an ancient Mason of the city
of Dublin. -

. I should not have taken so much notice of the
calender, were it not that the title page says that it
is ¢ published under the sauction of the Grand
l-af’fc &[ Englond.

s there are some of the most respectable gen-
tlemen (and I am willing to belieye their present

.
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Grand Officers such) belonging to the Modemn
Grand Lodge, I am sorry to find they have acted
incautiously as to give sanction to falschoods.
;. Although falsehood found admittance into the
calender, yet a true and memorable transaction is
emitted, viz. That the Modern Masons petitioned
pasliament to grant them a charter of incorporation,
n.order to give them the power and pleasure of
punishing every Freemason in England, that did
Rt pay quarterage to them. Had they obtained
the charter, it would have shut out all Masons of
he n¢ighbouring kingdoms, as they could receive
Do manner of benefit therefrom.
;. The wisdom .of parliament treated the petition
with just contempt : And it was reported in the
. pyblic ]:’;fpgn » that the honourable Speaker of the
.House of Commons said, ¢ that if the petition was
.4 granted, he made no doubt the chimney-sweepers
. % would,soon apply for 3 charter.” ,

.. At is remarkable, that the said petition was pre-
-sguted on (fool’s day) the first ot April, 1770,—
- For pther matters relative to the Moderns, I refer

e reader to page 35, 36, &c, .
Inthe following sheets, under the title of Ahiman
Rezon, I have inserted nothing but what are un-
deniable truths, which wilt be i%und, (if observed)
to bé ef great use to the fraternity, and likewise to
- nambers that are not of the society ; ta the latter, -
it will shew them. the folly of ridiculing a society
founded upen religion, morality, brotherly love and
" good fellowship : and to those of a more gentle and
polished nature, in giving them an opportunity. of
~examining whether they are endued with the necesy
- sary qualifications to be inade free-masons.
--. How far this may-answer the design, I know not ;
but I hope that my brethren and others will accept
the will for the deed, and take this as the widow’s
m'xt:b lwas ‘received, which will amply reward my
ro €e

"
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A ST

PHILACTERIA

For such Gentlemen, as may be inclined to

become Free-Masons,
GENTLEMEN, o

IF the love of knowledge, interest, company, or
dear curiosity, should take possession of any cor-
ner of your heads or hearts, and work you up to
a desire of becoming frée-masons ; in such case,
¥ beg leave to offer my service as your guide to
the lodge door: this propesal, will not [I hope}’
be disagreeable to you, considering that I am the’
first persun that ever offered assistance in this
manner. But, before we set out, it is necessary
that you carefully examine whether you are pros
perly equipt for such an undertaking.

To this end, be it knownto you gentlemen, that:
in every warraiited lodge they have the following
order, viz. . e ' o

“ Any person desirous of being madeafreema.
son in the lodge, shall be proposed by ‘2 member
thereof, that is to say, his name, age, description’
of his person, title or trade and place of residence;’
that such proposal shall be made in-lodge hours®
at least one lodge-night beforé the initiation, in
order, that the brethren may have sufficient time-
and opportunity to make a strict enquiry into the.
morals, character and circumstances of the candi-
date ; and the brother that proposes him shall at

_* Thatis from the vernal to the autumnal equinox

between seven and ten o’clock in the evening, and
frum the autumnal to the vernal equinox following,
hetween six and nine o’clock,

-
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the same time deposit such a sum [of the candi-
date’s money] as the majority shall think sufficient.
[not less than one crown] to insure the lodge that
the candidate will attend according to the propo-
sal.. And if the lodge approve his person, age,
character and circumstances, and therefore initiate -
him into the mystery, &c. he shall pay whatsoever
sum the brethren shall think proper [not less than,
two guineas] and cloath the lodge* if required.
But f the lodge think the candidate unworthy,
and pefuse to make him, his money shall be faith..
fully returned to him ; but, in case the lodge ap-.
prove his person and character, &c. and he refuse’
to bemade, then he shall forfeit his money for the'
benefit of distressed free-masons. And itis here«
ordered and declared, that no person is capable
of becoming a2 member of the lodge, but such as
are of mature age, upright in body and limbs, free
frem bondage, has the senses of a man, and is en«
dowed with an estate, office, trade, occupation, or
some visible way of acquiring an honest and re-
gutable livelihood, as becomes the members of
this most ancient and honourable fraternity.}
-+* By cloathing is meant white aprons and gloves,
Rot only for every member in the lodge, but alsq
ﬁtllr all their wives and sweethearts, if they require
thems.

t To this I beg lcave to add a word or two : The:
persons to whom [ now speak, are the men of some
education and an honest character, but in low circum-
stances ; I say, let them first consider their income
and farbilies, and know, that free masonry requires.
ability, attendance, and a gcod appearance to maine
1ain and support its ancient and honourable grandeur.
Be it also remembered, that they have no title to the
general eharity, until they prove, that they have
been formerly in reputable, at least, in tolerable cic-
cumstances.
c2



By this regulation you see that the freesmasots
will make ‘a strict, though private, enquiry intor
_your character and ability: and therefore Iadvise:
you to be as circumspect on your side. Perhaps,*
you may think that it will be impossible for yous
to distinguish the good from bad, amongsta peaple-
who make it their peculiar study to keep all things
secret. Let not such a thought discourage yeu,-
when I assure you, that you have a faithful guide~
whio has made free-masonry, both ancient and
modern, his constant study for thirty three years.
past, and thinks it 2 duty incembent on him te give-
you these instructions. BN
In the first place, when you intend to be made:
@ free-mason, go with your friend to the lodge,
 and.desire him to shew you the warrant or disd
pensation by which the ledge is held? that is te:
say, an instrument printed or written upon parchi
ment, and signed by some noble grand master, his:
deputy and grand wardens, and grand secretaryy '
and sealed with their grand lodge seal, &c. constiv
tuting and appointing particular persons [therein
named] as master and wardens, with full powerto-
congregate and hold a lodge at such a place, and:
* therein make and admit free-masons, according ta:
the most ancient and honorable custom of the
royal craft, in all ages and nations throughout the.
known world, with full power and authority.to
nominate, chuse and instal their successors, &c:
When they produce this authority or warrant;
then call for the bye-laws, and, having seriously
perused them, consider whether your natural dis<
position will incline you ta be confornmble to
them. Next call for the roll or list of the mem-
bers, where you may find the names of some of
Kour intimate and most esteemed friends, or per-
aps the names of such [other of your acquain~
tances] as you would not chuse to assaciate withs
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¥ these researches prove agreeable, then yéu may
venture to lay down the deposit money, -[as it is
called] but if they do not produce the grand-mas«
ter’s -authority by warrant or dispensation, yon
aretolook uponthem not only as the magma of free
masons, but the very dregs of mankind, who, un.
der the cloak of brotherly love, are ever upon the
watch for an opportunity to pick your pockets, and
make you contemptible into the bargain.® Doubt.
. lkss you will wonder how, or by what means, such
sbandoned wretches got admittance into a frater.
nity which boast of so much honour and virtue,
as to rank themselves with kings and princes, es-

péoially if they adhere strictly to the foregoing
- ion. To this I answer, that some of the,
Landiords,} where the lodges are held, do often
recommend persons to be made free-masons; and
shat.the lucrative view takes place [too often]
where ‘impartiality, honesty and virtue ought to
be-the points of sight. 'That others have stood
the «test of the strictest scrutiny, behaved well
for many years, and afterwards fell into all man-
nerof vices, which serves to shew the instability
dndweakness of mankind, and that all the doctrine
and taws upon earth, without the grace of God,
3ot sufficient to make men wise or deter them

-0

“® Por a confirmation hereof read the eighth regu'ation,
{page 63) where it is ordered, that no perfon fo made, nor
sty eoncerned in making him, fhall be a grand officer, nor
an officer of any particular lodge, nor fhall any fuch partake
of the general chatity, if they'fhould come to waut it.
L L

4 1 do not charge landlords in general with fuch evil pro.
ecedings, becaufe 1 know many of them that abhor faifter
views, and would facrifice all pecuniary intereft, before they
would break through avy of the facred rules or orders of
the craft neverthelefe much reformation is Rill warted in
this quzrter. .
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fromevil. Nevertheless, in the system of free-mas
sonry, there are many ways to mend the mannersq
polish the disposition, correct the judgment and re~
fine the taste of asoul virtuously inclined. And asthe
number of good and wise freg-masons have alwaya
greatly exceeded that of the- foolish and wicked,
it would be as absurd to condemn the whole for
«part, as it would be in the Jews to condemn Shemx
and Japhet for the curse brought upon Ham ; or
the Christians, to condemn the eleven apostles, be-
sause Judas turned traitor. But this is not alto=

gether the business of a guide, therefore I beg

leave to resume my proper character, and earneste
ly desire you to shun mason clubs, that is to say;
lodges formed without authority, for you may
rest fully assured, that such clubs are generally
composed of excluded nfembers, or persons clan-
destinely made by them, and consequently incapa-
ble of giving proper instructions to their pupils.
Or admit them capable of giving proper instruc-
tions, even then, the new brethren will be led in.
the dark, because it is the interest of the rebel party
to conceal the essentials of the craft, which, ifre-
vealed, must of course prove themselves to be vil-
lians. Therefore, in order to avoid falling into
such hands, I earnestly beg of you, to have no
communication with any lodge or set of men un-
der the denomination of a free masons lodge, until
they produce the grand master’s authority, signed
and sealed as before mentioned. But having pro-

duced such authority, you may then enter in the -

name of God! where you will be acquainted with
- mysteries, which are not permitted to be revealed

by a guide, especially out of the lodge: And if

after such entrance or admission you find that I
have misled you, I do hereby give you full liberty
to expose me as a blind guide, &c. but if expe=

rience teach you, that my instructions (as well as.
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wy intentions). were just, then I hope you will de’
+ me the honour of calling me a faithful brother.
And that the God of all light and truth (who is the
giver of all good gifts and graces) may bless, pros-
per, and direct you, in all your public and private
(lawful) undertakings, is the hearty prayer of,

o GENTLEMEN,

. Your faithful and obedient servant,

. 'L AVRENCE ‘Derumorr,

o , | Late Dep'uty Grand Méster.;

0

o1
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“Having taken my leave of the strangers, I now
beg leave to address myself to the GENTLEME®

OF THE MOST ANCIENT AND HONOURABLE FRA= -

Vinallian 17785 Tk Jl b4,
GENTLEMEN AND BRETHREN,

SEVERAL eminent craftsmen residing in
Scotland, Ireland, America, and other parts both
abroad and at home, have greatly importuned me,
to give them some ‘account of what is called
modern masonry in London. I cannot be dis-
pleased with such-importunities, because: I had

. the like curiosity myself in 1748, when I was first
introduced into that society. However, before I
roceed any farther concerning- the difference
etween ancient and modern, I think it my duty,
to declare solemnly before God and man, that I

have not the least antipathy against the gentlemen

members of the modern socicty¥; but, on the
contrary, love and respect many of them, becanse
I have found the generality of them to be hearty
cocks and good fellows [as the bacchanalian phrase

is] and many of them I believe to be worthy of -

receiving every. blessing that good men can ask
or heaven bestow. I hope that this declaration

"® Such was my declaration in the second edition of
this book, nevertheless some of the modern socicty
have been extremely malapart of late.. Not satisfied
with saying the Ancient Masons in England had no
Grand Master, some of them descended so far from
truth, as to report the author had forged the Grand
Master’s hand writing to masonical warrants, &c.
Upon application his Grace the most Noble Prince
John Duke of AthoH, our present'Right’Wdrshipful
Grand Master, avowed his Grace’s hand writing,
supported the ancient Craft, and vindicated the anthor
in the public news papers. )



~ ” B

e

‘will acquit me of any design of giving offence,
especially if the following queries and answers be
rightly considered :

Q'gwre. 1st. Whether free masonry, as practisedin
ancient lodges, is universal ?

Answer. Yes.

3d. Whether what is called modern masonry is uni.
" wversal ?

" Answer. No.

id. Whether there is any material difference
1 between the ancient and modern ?

“Ans. A great deal, because an ancient mason can
¢ “not only make himself known to his brother,

but in case of neécessity can discover his very
f:’_thbughts to him in the presence of a modern,
i . .

_:‘ff.‘ﬁs they differ in matters of masonry, so they did
1a'‘matiers of calumny, for while some were charg-
ing me with forgery, others said, that I was so illi-
¥drate as hot to know how to write my name. But
¥rhat'myay appear more strangeis, that some insisted,
3hat I had neither father nor mother ; but that I grew
up spontaneously in the corner of a potatoegarden in
Ireland.

i 1 cannot reconcile myself to the idea of having
‘neither father nor mother : But am so far from cone
‘tradicting the latter part of this charge thatl freely
confess there is a probability of the seedling from
whence 1 sprung being planted in a potatoe garden.

Be that as it may, as I do not find that the calumny

of a few modern masons has not done mie any real

- injury,i shall continue in the same mind as expressed
in the declaration to which this note is written.
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without being able to dlstmguxsh that elther of
themare free masons¥*,

s

'

4th. Whether a modern mason may, with .s‘qfety.
" communicate all his secrets to-an ancient mason 2

MR N

Ans. Yes.

5th. Whether an ancient mason may, wzth the I‘ ke
safety, communicate all .his secrets to. a modérn
mason, without further ceremony ?

.'o

Ans. No. For as a Science comprehends an art,
[though an art cannot comprehend a sc1en'ce]
even so ancient masonry contains every thiag
valuable amongst the moderns, as well as many
other things that cannot be revealcd without
additional ceremonies. :.. , - A;___

6th. Whether a person made in a mad:m mamner,
and not after the ancient custom of the eraft, hus
a right to be called free and accepted, mmrdz:zg,
to the intent and meaning of the words@-. - .

e

Ans. His being unqualified to appear ina mnsxer s -
lodge,according to the universal system of ma-:
sonry, renders the appellation improper. . 't

Tth, Whether it is possible to initiate or introduce .
-a modern mason into the royal arch lodge (the .
very essence of masenry ) without maémg lum
&o through the ancient ceremonies. NN

11

An.s‘. No. ) o ‘ e .

8th. Whether the present members of modern lodges
are-blameable for deviating so mwch from the ald .
land marks ?

d Scc Locke’s letter with notes, annexed to this Book.




sy

Ans. Wo. Becamse the innovation was madé in
the reign of king George the Arst, * and the
new form was delivered as orthodox to the
presens members.

o%th. TAerefore as it is natural for each party, to
maindatn the orthodoxy 5{ their masonical pre-
eeptors, hore shall we distinguish the original
and moet useftl system ?

Ans. The number of ancient masons, compared
with the mwoderns, being as ninety-nine to
ene, § proves the miversality of the old order,

- and the utility thereof appears, by the love and
vespect shewn to the brethren, in consequence
of their superior abilities in conversing with,

- and distinguishing the masons of all countries

* and derongimations, a circumstance, peculiar to
ancient masons. e
¥ am so well acquainted with the truth of what

I have just ®®w inserted, that I am not in the least

apprehemsive of being contradicted. But if any

person should hereafter labour under the spirit of

opposition, I shall {even then) be, contented, as I

. amt'sure of having the majority upon my side.

¢ Therefore, in order to satisfy the importunities

of my good brethren [particularly the right wor-

shipfal and very worthy Freemasons of America,
who for their charitable disposition, prudent
choite of members and good conduct in general,’
deserve the wnanimous thanks and applause of
the masortical world] be it known, that the jano-

vatiea, already mcntioned, arose upon the fall of a

® &athony Sayer the first Grand Master of moders ma--

gons assumred the Grand Mastership on the a4th of June,
2?17 ’ i

§ Thisis so well knowain Great Britain, Ireland, Ame.
rica, &c. &c. that furiher assartion is necdiess.
: D
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GrAND..MAsSTER, namely Sir Christopher Wren,
who [as Doctor Anderson says] neglected the

lodges. The Doctor’s assertion is certainly true,
and I will endeavour to do justice unto the memo<
ry of Sir Christopher, by relating the real cause

of such neglect. -‘The famous Sir. Christopher
Wren, Knt. [Master of Arts, formerly of Wad-
ham college, Professor of astronomy at Gresham

and Oxford, Doctor of the Civil Law, Presidgnt
of the Royal Society, Grand Master of the moss
Ancient and Honourable Fraternity of Free and
Accepted Masons, Architect to the Crown; who
built most.of the churches in London, laid -the

first stone of the glorious cathedral of St. Paul;

and lived to finish it] having served .the crewn

upwards of fifty years, was [at the age of ninety]

displaced from employment, in favour of Mr:

William Benson, who was made surxeyor of the

buildings, &c. to his Majesty King - George. the

first. - The first specimen of Mr. Bensen’s skillin

architecture was a report made to she house of
Lords, that their house and the Painted; Chamber
- adjoining were in immediate danger of -falling ;

whereupon the Lords met in a committee; toap-
point some other place to sit in, while the house

should be taken down. But it being proposed to
cause some other builders first to inspect-it; they-
found it in very good condition. The L

upon this, were going upon an address to the king;,

against the modern architect, for such a misrepres.
sentation, but the Earl of Sunderiand, then seca.
retary, gave them an assurance that his majesty
would remove him. : : UL

Such usage, added to Sir Christopher’s great

age, was more than enough to make him decline

dil public assemblies. And the master masens
then in London were so much disgasted at the

treatineént of their old and excellent grand master,

»
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that they would not meet nor hold any communi.
tation under the sanction of. his successor Mr,
‘Benson ; in short, the brethren were struck witha
fethargy which seemed to threaten the London
lodges with a final dissolution.

- Notwithstanding this state of inactivity in Lon-
don; the lodges in the country, particularly in
Beotland and at York, as well as those in Ireland
kept up their ancient formalities, customs and
usages, without altération, adding or diminishing,
to this hour, from whence they may justly be call-
ed the most ancient, &c. : :

= ! About the year 1717, some joyous companions,*
who had passed the degree of a craft, [though
¥ery rusty] Ttsolved to form a lodge for them-
selves in order [by conversation] to, recollect what
had bten formerly dictated to them, or if that
should be found impracticable, to substjtute some-
thing: new, which might for the future pass for
midsonry amangst -thremselves. At this meeting
thie-question was asked, whether any person in the
asdembly knew the Master’s part, and being an-

el -

« ¥ Brother Thomas Grinsell, a man of great ve-
sacity, [elder brother of the celebrated -James
Quin, Esq.] informed his lodge, No. 3, in London
in'1753] that eight persons;,whose names were
Jesaguliers, Gofton, King, .Calvert, Lumley,
Madden, De Noyer, and Vraden, were the ge-
miusses to whom the world igjndebted for the me~
meorable invention of modggnason ro
-+ Mr.-Grinsell often told e author :ilat he [Grin-
sell] was a free mason hefore modern masonry
was known. Nor is this to be doubted, when we
eonsider that Mr. Grinsell was an apprentice to a
weaver- in Dublin, whei: his mother was married’
to Mr. Quin’s father, and that Mr. Quin himself
was seventy three years old when he died in 1766.

e
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swered in the negative, it was resolved nem. con,
that the deficiency should be made up with a new
composition, and what fragments of the old order
found amongst them, should be immediately res
formed and made more pliable to the humours of
the people. Hence it was ordeyed, that every
person gduring the time of his initiation) should
wear boots, spurs, asword and spectacles.§ Tha
every apprentice, ﬁoing and coming from work,
should -carry the plumb rule upon his right side
contrary to the ancients. That every fellow craf
should carry the level upon the left side, and
upon his right side, as the ancients did. 53
that every person dignified with the title of 3

master masony should wear a square pendant tQ .

bis r‘iﬁht leg. It was also thought expedient to
abolish the old custom of studying Geometry ia
the lodge, and some of the youn irethren made
it appear, that a good knife and fork in the handg
of a dexterous brother, over proper materialg,
would give greater satisfaction, :::S add more «

the rotundity of the lodge,than the best scale ﬂlz
compass in Europe, and farthermore added, that
a line,a square, a parallelogram, a rhombus, 3
rthomboides, a triangle, a trapezium, a. circley

49

§ This may seenfil§ very ludicrous description,
of making free-masons. But Mr. Thomag
Broughton, master of the lodge, No. 11, Londong
declared that he was present in a medern. lodgey
not one mile from the borough of Southwark,
when two or three persoge dressed in liveries with
shoylder tags, boeted gnd spurred, &c. &ec. werg
initiated into mode nry ; and upon enquiry
who they were, he that they were sery
vants to lord Carysf en Grand Master af;
modern masonse - o i,
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# semicirle, a quadrant, a parabola, a cube, pa-
rallelopipedon, a prism, a pyramid, a cylinder, a
cone, a prismoid, a cylindroid, a sphere, a sphe-
roid, a parabolick, frustrums, segments, polygons,
elipsis; and irregular figires of all sorts might be
rawn and represented upon bread, beef, mutton,
fowls, pies, &c. as demonstratively as upon slates
r sheets of paper ;- and that the use of the globes
‘might be taught and explained as clearly and
rielly upon two bottles, as upon Mr. Sene??s
obes of 28 inches diameter ; and we are told,
at from this improvement proceeded the laud-
e custom of charging to a public health at every
ird sentence that is spoke in the lodge. There
"¥Was another old custom that gave umbrage to the
oung architects, 1. e. that is the wearing of
ngo’Lr}s,;Which made the gentlemen look like so
many mechanicks, therefore it was proposed, that
fig brother (for the future) should wear an apron.
is proposal was rejccted by the oldest mem-
ers. who declared, that the aprons were. all the
s of masonry then remaining amongst them,
nd for: that reason they would keep and wear them.
¥t wis then proposed, that (as they were resolved to
wear iprodsg they should be turned upside down, in
order to avoid appearing mechanical. This proposal
took place and answered the ‘@esign, for that which
was formerly the lower part, was now fastened round
fhe abdomen, and the bib and strings hung down-
wards ‘dangling in such manner as might convince
the spectators, that there Wagnot a warking mason
afnongst them, ‘ ‘P:
" Agreeable as this alteration might seem to the
gentlemen, nevertheless it was attended with an
ugly circumstance ; for, in traversing the lodge, the
brethren were subject to tread upon.the strings,
which often caused them to fall with great violencc,,
so that it was thought necessary, to invent several
D2
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meshads. of walking¥, in order to avoid trmd;x&
ypon the strings In brief, every meeting produ

an addition or a palinody. Amongst other: things
they seized on the. stone. masons arme, § which that
goad Batured company has permitted them i
wear to tbis day, for which reason several of the
brethren have turned their aprons in - the -qld
. fashipp, and affect to imitate the operative masans,

* After many years observations on thase ingenie
eus methods.of walking up to a brother; &c. I eony
cluda, that the first was invented by-a man grievouss
ly affiicted with the Sciatica. The second by. s
sailor, much. accustomed to the rolling of a ships
And the third by a map, who fer recreation or
through excess of strong liguors, was wont to dance
the drunken.Peasant.

§ The operative masons* are. the 30th compmg

in London:; they have a Hall.in Basinghall-stxeet,

the number, of livery-men about 70. Admission
fine 11, 16s. and livery fine, five pounds..

were ongmally incorporated jn the year 1&;
by the name and style of the society of free-masans,
And William Hankﬂow, or Hankstow, Clarg;
cieux King at arms, in the year 1477, grante
tiem their arms, which the modern masons have
usurped as well as that of their title. For the

said company is the only society in the kingdom

who have 3 right to the name of free-masons of
England. - Nor did the accepted masens of old
ever claim such a title ; all they assumed was that
of free and accepted masons ; but the present
) meodeyns, have -been hardy enough te assume, the
title- of free-mpsoms of England and got their
lodge room foisted into Harrison’s new history of
Loudon, under the name of Free-Masons Halle
But those who admmﬁ Tenducci. and Madam.
D’Eon may do any thinj, ,
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Jaod-itis pleasant enough to see sixty or seventy
dble men about a little lewis and capstan, &c
erected upon -z mahogany platform, purchased as
dr-extravagant price, all employed in mising &
ketle square pisce of warble, which the weakest
fain in company could take between kis finger and
$humb and throw it over the house.
- L:have the greatest veneration for such imples
ments as are truly emblematical or useful in refins
igrour moeal nations, and I am well contvinced
that the custom and'ase of them in lodges are both
@eTént and- instructive ; but at the same time E
#blior and detest the unconstitutional fopperies of
<¢unning avaricious tradesmen, invented and intrc.
Huded amongst the moderns with no other design
dt-to extract lurge sums of money which ought
to be applied to more noble and-charitable uses:
‘There is now in Wapping a large piece of iron
-4¢réle work, omamentediwith foilage, &c. painted
nd gilt, (the whole at an incredible expence) and -
aced before the master’s chair, with a gigantic
otd fixed therein, during the communieation of
FHEtitmbers, a thing contrary to all the private
d=ptblic-rules of masonry; all implements of
3¢ drid bloodched being confined to the lodge
door; from the day that the' flanring sword was
%‘;ﬁcéd’in‘ the east end of the garden of Eden, to
{the daythrat'the sagatious'modern placed his grand
Igward of state in the midst of Hislodge. Noris
i untommon: for 4 tyler to receive ten or twelve
‘shillings for drawing two sign pests with chalk,
Viiarowal, &c. amd ‘writing Jamaica: rum, upon
tine, and: Barbadoes: rum, upon. the other; and
4 this,. I suppose, for no other use, thar to dis-
*Qinguish where theseliquors.are to be placedin the
W d e. : N E . .
"1‘5"'%here are’ fawy o ' unconstitutional and;
perhaps,. unprecedentedproceedings,. which, tof
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avoid giving more offence, I puss over in silence,
and shall content myself with shewing the apparent
state of ‘ancient and modern masonry in England
at the time of this prestnt writing;, /. e. July 1778,

But let us first consider,.that although the laws_-
do not expressly protect free and accepted masonry,”
yet neither are free-masons nor any other, pup—-
posed, innocent or cheerful society ‘prohibited]
hereby. This lenity has given birth to a great
number of what may be called tlplmg clubs or
societies in London, such as the

>

Vertuofo's Chxb, The Beggars Club, . . - «
Kuights of the Golden Fleecr The €hatterwitts Club, " -
Clab, The Florifts Club, : -
The No Nofe Club, . The Smoaking Clab, . < - .
The Long Nofe Club, The Mufical Club, LT
‘The Farthing Club, The Beefitake Club SRR,
The Mankilling Club, The Kit Kat Clnb, T
The Suily Club, : “The Bucks Club, s
The Atheiftical Club, . The Gregorian Club, -
The Ugly Faced Club, | ‘I‘,he,‘Salamapdereriub, . :r

The Split Farthing Club, The Codgers Club,
The Broken Shop Kcepcn- The O'd Sou's C‘ub, 1
Club,. “Yhe Coufins Clab, ' '~
The Man Hunters Club, The Adbions Club, ' - -~
‘The Mock Heroes Club, The Free and EafyCiub, ..}

The Wrangling Club, { Che Antigallic Mafonn«Club,g
The Que.cks Club, . The Maccaroni Club, . |

The Weekly Dancing Clab | The Choice Spirits Club, E
‘The Bird Fanciers Club, The Never Fret Club, >
The Lying. Club, The Kil:Care Clubs . 50 23

- And many others not worth netice, whose ‘chief;
praﬂtlce consists in eatmg, drmkx g, smg-mg, smba&-’l
‘n Y &C. N

gSe:veral of those clubs or-societies, have-*m
imitationof the free-masons, called their club by
the name ‘of lodge, and their presidents by the
title of grand master, or most noble grand. = -

Hence the meanest club think they have a rig
to the freedom of*commeihication amongst them-
selves equal to any unehartered society, though'
composed of ‘the most respectable persons. Nog
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is the castom or constitution of the country un,
favorable to this opinion. -

. And whereas a great number of those clubs or
pqcxeues (without scriptuve or law to recommend
them) have existed and multiplied for several
years past, na wonder free-masonry should meet
with encouragement; as being the only society
inthe universe which unitea men of all professions,
beh.gvmg in the Almighty Creator of all things,
m one sacred band. - And at the same time carry-
g initself, evident masks of its being net only
coeval with the ncnpture, but in all probability
prior thereta. :

" Yet after all this, ptranse 88 it may appear, we
have no true history of the origin of free-masonry
in tt;i: oriany otherdkmgdon in Europe, whatever

may pretend to.

?e‘l’ concetZePfhls defect isowing to the bigotry and
superstition .of former times when free niascus
were supposed to have a power of raising the
Devil, apd with him tempestuous storms, &c. &e.
--and consequently were forbid by the clergy w usd
the black &t a8 it was often called.

Insuch casc it was naturgl, prudent and necése
sarry-for the brethr¢n to cenceal their knowledga
and meetings. And that this was the case about
350 years ago will elearly appear by reading the
great philosepher Locke’s letter and copy of am

saanuncript, in the Bodleian library, which
Lettey aud copy, are annexed. -

JFrom what has been said, it is evident that all
unchartered sacieties in d, are upon equal
ting in respect to the legality ot association.

In this light we are to view the fraternities of
anciens and modern frec masons, who are become
two great communities now in England.

The ancients, under the name of free and ace
cepted masons. The moderns, upder the name

4
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of free masons of England. And though a simi-
larity of names, yet they differ exceedingly in
makings, ceremanies, knowledge, masonical lan-
guage, and installations ; so much that they al-
ways have been and still ¢ontinue to be rwo dis-
tinct societies totally independent of each other. -~

As such the moderns having an undoubted right
to chuse a chief from amongst themselves : accor«
dingly they have chosen his Grace the Most Noble
.Duke of Manchester, -to be their Grand Master,
and have all the outward appearance of a2 Grand
Lodge. With equal right the Ancients have
unanimously chosen his Grace the Most ‘Noble
Duke of Atholl, an Ancient Mason and Past
Master of a regular lodge, and now Grand Master
Elect for. Scotland, to be their Grand Master:
And his Grace was personallymstalled ina geney
ral Grand Lodge at the Half-moon tavern, €heap-
side, London, in the presence, and with the eon=
currence and assistance of his Grace the Mosg
Noble Duke of Leinster, Grand Master of Ives
land ; apd the henourable Sir James Adolpf'ms
Oughton, Grand Master of Scotland, with severalf
others of the most ewminent brethren in thé three
kingdoms; an honour never conferred on Modem
Masons.

These are sterlmg !ruths, from whence the im«
partial reader will draw the natiral inference. " -
- I shall conclude this as I did in the fornmes
editions, with saying, that I hope I shall live tot
see a general conformity, and universal unity
tween the worthy Masons of all denommatlons.

These are the most earnest wishes, and ardent
prayers of, Gentlemen and Brethren,

Your sincere friend, and most obedient ser-.

vant, and fmthful brother, - d
‘ THE AUTHOR.
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S A
R LETTER
" ®F THE FAMOUS PHILOSOPHER,
M=r. JOHN LOCKE,
... RELATING TO FREE-MASONRY.
v i 1 G——

4Le’ti‘e'r Sfrom the learned Mr. Joun LockE, o the
. Right Honourable ¥%* Earl of *¥*¥¥, with an
' ,,91,‘1, Manuscript on the subject of FREE-MAsONRY,
i MY.LORD . . Mav 6, 1696.

T have at length by the help of Mr. C——ns
Erocured a copy of that manuscript in the Bodleian
ibrary, which you were so curious tosee: and in
obedience to your Lordship’s commands, I here-
with send it to you. Most of the notes annexed to
it are what I made yesterday for the reading of my
ady MASHAM¥*, who is become so fond of ma-
sonry, as to say, that she now more than ever wishes
§é&;§§‘[ a man, that she might be capable of admission
into the fraternity. o
a The manuscript, of which this is a copy, appears, .
to Be about 160 yearsold ; yet (as your Lotdship
will observe by the title) it is itself a copy of dne
yet more ancient by about one hundred years ; for
the original is said to have been the handwriting of
R?ng, Henry VI. where that Prince had itis at pre-
sent an uncertaintity : But it seems to me to be an
examination (taken perhaps before the King) of
some one of the brotherhood of Masons ; among

¥ This letter, seems to have been written at
Oates, (the country seat of Sir Francis Masham)
in Essex, where Mr. Locke died Oct. 28, 1704, in
the 73d year of his age. :
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whom he entered himself, as it is said, when he
came out of his mjnority, and thenceforth put a stop.
to the persecution that had been raised against them:
But I must not detain your Lordship longer by my
prefaces from the thing itself. o g
s R S T G
/ CERTAIN QUESTYONS WITH AWNSWEREES
AU to the same, cancernynge the
~  MYSTERY OF MACONRYE.

Wryttenne by the hande of Kynge Henrye the sixthe’

- ?}' the nan!l/c', and ﬁytkﬁzll;: gc:opyed by me (1) Jo-
HAN LEYLANDE, Antiquarius, by the comma

| _of his (2) highnesse.

They be us followethe : ;
Quest. What mote yttbe? (3} . s
Answer. Ytt beeth the Skyle of nature, the

understondynge of the myghte that ys hereynne,”
and its sondrye IWerckynges; sonderlyche, the
Skylle of Rectenyngs, of Waightes, and Metynget,”
and the trew manere of Faconnynge al thynges for*

-

* Mannes use, keadlye, dwellynges, and buyldynges of"
 alle kindes, and al odher thynges that make gudde to’

" manne.

. LA £

(1) Fohn Leylande was apointed by King Henty"
eighth, at the dissolution of Monasteries, to

search for, and save such books and records as were"

valuable among them. He was a man of greatla-.

" bour and industry.

-(2) His Highnesse, meaning the said King Hmry’;
the eighth.  Our kings had not then the dtle of ma-
jesty. : .

(3) what mote yttbe? that is, what may this ‘mys-
tery of masority be ?~~The answer imports, that it_
congists in natural, mathematical, and mechanicat™
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. Buest. Where dyd ytt begyne? . |
_ Ans. Ytt dyd begynne with the (4) fyrste menhe
yn the Este, which were before the (5) fiyrste
manne of the Weste, and comynge Westlye, yit
thathe broughte herwyth alle Comfortes to the -
wylde and Comfortlesse. :
Buest. Who dyd you brynge ytt Westlye ? -
Ans.. The (6) Venetians,  whoo beynge Grate
Merchaundes, comed fyrste firomme the Este ynn
Venetia, ffor the commodytye of Marchaundysyn
beithe Este and Weste, bey the redde and My&;:
londe Sees. S A
_'Ruest. Howe chmede ytt yn Engelonde ? _
. Answ, Peter Gower {7) a Grecian, journeyedde

knowledge. Some part of which (as appears by
~ what follows) the masons pretend to have taught the
rest of mankind, and some part they still conceal.
£4, 5) Fyste menne yn the Este, &c. It should
“seem by this that Masons believe there were men in
the . East before Adam, who is called the ffyrste
manue of the Weste; and that arts and sciences
eganin the East. Some authors of greatnote for-
learning have been of the same opinion; and it is
cextain, that Euéﬁbc and Africa, ( which in respect
to Asia may be called western countries) were wild
and sayage, long after arts and politeness of manners
were. ig great perfection in China and the Indies.
"(6). The Venetians, &c. In the times of monkish
ignorance ’tis no wonder that the Phoenicians
should be mistaken for the Venetians. . Or, perhaps,
if the people were not taken one for the other, simi-
litnde of sound might deceive the clerk who first
took, down the examination. The Phoenicians were
the greatest voyagers among the ancients, and
werg in Eurgpe thought to be the inventors of letters,
which perhaps they brought from the East with
£
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flor kunnynge yn Egypte, and yn Syria, .and yn
everyche Londe whereas the Venctians hadde
plauntedde Maconrye, Wynnynge entrance yn al
Lodges of Maconnes, he lerned muche, and
retournedde, and woned ~ yn Grecia Magna (8)
wachsynge, and becommynge a myghtye (9)

(7) Peter Gower. This must be another mistake
of the writer, I was puzzled at first to guess who
Peter Gower should be, the name being perfectly
English; or how a Greek should come by such a
name ; but as soon as I thought of Pythagoras, T
could scarce forbear smiling to find a Philosopher
had undergone a Metempsochosis he never dreamtof.
‘We need only consider the French pronunciation of
his Name Pythagore, thatis, Petagore, to conceive
how easy such a mistake might be made by an’ un-
learned clerk.” That. Pythagoras travelled for
knowledge into Egypr, &c. is known to all the learn-
ed, and that he was initiated into several different
orders of Priests who in those days kept all their
learning secret from the vulgar, is as well knowrt.
Pythagoras alsg made every Geometrical theorem a
secret, and admitted only such to the knowledge of
. them, as had. first undergone a five years sjlence.

He is supposed to be the inventor of the XLVIIof -
the first book of Euclid, for which, in the joy of his
heart, ’tis said he sacrificed a Hecatomab. He also
knew the true system of the world lately revived by
Copernicus ; and was certainly a most wonderful
man. See his life by Dion Hal
. (8) Grecia Magna. A part of Italy, formerly so
‘called, in which the Greeks had settled a large
colony. ol
*. (9) Wyseacre. This word at present signifies sim-
‘pletoun, but.formerly had a quite contrary meaning.
"Weisagor in the old Saxon, is Philosopher, wiscman,
or wizarde = | o .
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i . .
Wyseacre, and gratelyche renowed, and her he

‘framed a grate Lodge at Groton (10) and maked
many Macorines, some whereoffe dyd journeye yn
Fraunce, and maked manye Maconnes, where-
fromme, yn Procese of Tyme, the Arte, passed yn
Englonde. T )

Quest. Dothe Maconnes descouer here Artes un- -

‘t0o Odhefs? : :

Answ. Peter Gower whenne he journedde to

ITernne, was ffyrste’ (11) made, and anonne techedde ;
_evenne soe shulde all odhers be yn recht. Nathe-
less (12) Maconnes hauethe afweys yn everyche

. Fyme from Tyme to Tyme communycatedde to
Mamnkynde soche of fer Secrettes as generallyche
myghte be usefulle ; they haueth keped backe soche
-ulletry-as shulde be harmefulle yff they commed yn -
euylle Haundes, oder soche as ne myghte be holp-
ynge wythouten the Techynges'to be joynedde her-
wythe in the Lodge, oder soche as do bynde the
Freres more strongelyche togedert bey the Proffytte,
‘and commodytye comynge to the Confrerie het-
~fromme. - C . o

* (10) Groton. Groton is the name of a place in

~England. The place here meant is Crotona a city -
of Grecia Magna,"which in the timeof Pythagoras

“wuas very populous. ‘ 1

- (11) Fyrste made. The word made I suppose has

A particular meaning among the Masons, perhaps it

‘'signifies, initiated. ~
(12) DMaconnes haueth ,communnycatedde, &c.—
This Paragraph hath something remarkable in it.

* It contains a justification of the secrecy so much
boasted of by Masons, and so much blamed by
others ; asserting that they have inall ages discover-

" ed such things as might be useful, and that they con-
ceal such only as would be hurtful either to the
“world or themselves. What these secrets are, we
see afterwards. © =~ = - ‘ R



'
i

’

53

e N
s

Quest. Whattes Artes haueth the Maconnes
techedde Mankynde ?

4ns. The Arts (138) Acnxcvx.'runh ArcHI-
'TECTURA, ASTRONOMIA, GEOMETRIA, Nmu:nm,
Musica, Porsie, KYMISTRYE, GOVERNMENTE,
‘and RELYGYONE.

Ruest. How commethe Maconnes more teachers

" than odher. Menne ?

Ans. They hemselfe haueth allein the (14) Arte
of fyndinge neue Artes, whyche Arte the fiyrst Ma-
connes receaued from Godde ; by the whyche Arte
they fyndethe whatte Artes hem plesethe, and the
treu Way of techynge the same. Whatt odlfer
menne doethe fiynde out, ys onelyche bey cham:e
"and herfore but lytel I tro. .

n Quest. Whatt dothe the Maconnes concele, ahd
yde ? B

Ans. The concelethe the Arte of fiynding meue

" Artes, and thatys for here owne Proffytte and (1 53

rPrm'e they concelethe the Arte of kepynge (16

(13) The Arts, Ag-rzcultura, &ec.. It seems a bold
pretence, this, of the Masons, that they have taught
mankind all these arts. They have their own su-
thority for it ; and I know not how we shall dis-
prove them. But what appears most odd xs, that
they reckon religion among the arts.

(14) A4rte of jfynding neue Artes. The art of in-
venting arts, must certainly be a most useful art. -
"My Lord-Bacor’s Novum Organum, is an attempt
" towards somewhat of the same kind. But I much
" doubt, that if ever the Masons had it, they have now
lost it; since so few new arts have been latelv in- -
vented, and so many are wanted. The idea I have
of such an art is, that it must be something proper to
 be applied in all the sciences generally, as Algebra
is in numbers, by the help of which new rules of
arithmetic are and may be found.
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~-Sacreftes, that soe the Werlde mayeth nothinge con.
cele from them.. Thay concelethe the Art of Wun-
-derwerchinge, and of Jfore sayinge thynges tq comme,
_-thatt-so thay same Artes may not be usedde of| the
£-to ‘4n ‘euylle Ende } thay also conccleth;
“the (17) ‘Arte:of chaunges, the Wey of Wynaynge
»#be Facultye (18) af Abrac, the Skylle of become -
‘mynge gude and parfyghte wythouten the Holypnges
<0t Fere, and Hope ; and the Umverselk [19] Lon.
w(lf Maconnes. , .
<7+ 45) ?nmc- It seems the Masons have a- great
m:gnrd to the reputation aswell as the profit of their
.ss@tler ; since they make it'one reason for not divulg-
" Abg an art in common, that it may do-honour to the.
‘yprokessors of it. I think in this particular they shew
too much regard for their own society, and too little -
*.cbor the rest of Mankind.. |
7ot (36) drte of kepynge Secrcttce. What kind of art
; Mhisisy I can by no means imagine. But certainly
:such’ an art the Maspns' must have';: for though as
' ssame people suppose, they should have no gecret at
z=8lk;. even that must be a secret which being disco-
- «¥ered would expose them to - the highest ridicule ;
»aln;lﬁh:rpfore it requires the utmest caution tq con- -
3 ,eﬁ A .
(17) Arte of Chaunges.. 1 know. not what this
o means, unless it be the trangmutation-of metals.
‘[138] Facultye of Abrac.. Here I 'am utterly in the

.. [19] Universelle Longage of Miconnes. An-uni:
-..versal language has been much desired by the learn-
ved:of many ages.” 'Tis a thing rather to be wished

_ sthah hoped for: But.it seems the Masons pretend -

. to have such a thing among them. If it be true, I

:xguess it must be something like the language of the

.. Pantomines among the ancient Raemans, who are
said.to be able, by signs onlg to express and deliver.

-
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" Duest. Wyll he teche me thay samfe Artes? -
Ans. Ye shall be techedde yff ye be Werthye,ané
#hle to lerne.

any oration mtelhgxbly to men of atl nations -:d
languages. A man who has all these arts and-ads

'vantages, is certainly to be envied : but we are told,

that this is not the case with all Masons ; :for tho’

‘these arts are among them, and all have a right-and

dn opportunity to know them, yet some want capaci-
ty, and others industry tp acquire them.* How
‘ever of all their arts and secrets, that which I'ndost -
desire to know is, The Skylle of becommyng putle
and parﬁ/ght, and’ I wish it were communicated to -
all mankind, since there is nothing more true .thm

‘the beautnful sentence contained in the last answer,
‘% that the better men are, the more they love omie

another.”  Virtue having in itself someghing s0

- amiable as to charm the hearts of all that behold :it.

- has sai

I know not what effect the sxfxt of this old paper
may have upon your brdship ; but for my ow:zput
I cannot deny, that it has so much raised my curi-

- osity, as to induce me to enter myself into the\fra-

ternity ; which I am determined to do, if I may be

-admitted, the next time I go to Londop, andthat

will be shortly.
I am, U
My Lord, e
Your Lordshrp s most obed:ent,
And most humble Servant,.
’ JOHN LOCKIL

.. #® JIn the Queries relative to Ancient and Md;m
Masonry, page 31, the author of Ahiman Rezon
c;/ that he could convey his mind to an Ancient

" Mason in the presence of a Modern Mason, without
" the latter knowing whether either of them were Ma-

“sons. He now positively amrts that he is able ¢ “with



- 55

+8uest. Dothe alle Maconnes tunne more them
@dher Menne 2

Ans. Not so. Thay onlyche haueth recht, and
Occasyonne more than odher Menne to kunne, butt
many doeth fale d{: Capacity, and manye more doth
want Industry, that ys Pernecessarye for the gayne.

-all Kunninge. :
".‘guct. Are Maconnes gudder Menne then od-
bers? ’

-. :nAns. Some Maconnes are nott so Vertuous as
some odher Menn ; but yn the moste Parte, thay be
anore gude then thay woulde be yf thay war not
~Maconnes. ' ‘
v, Quest. Doth Maconnes love eidther - odher
smyghtyly as beeth sayde? :
s Ane. Yea verylyche, and yt may not odherwyse
~be :: For gude Meerne, and true, kennynge eidher
* cedher. ¥ be soche, ‘geth always love the more 33
.thay be more Gude. . .
T'BZBE ENDETHE THE QUESTYONNES & AWNSWERES.
- wsaifeer Masonical implements, i. e. two squares and a
* vicammon gavilor hammer ) to convey any word or sen-
tenpe:of his ewn, or the immediate dictations of a
stranger, to skilful or intelligent Free-masons of the
ancient order, without speaking, writing or noise.
And that to any distance where the £arties can see
each other and at the same time be able to distinguish
squares from circles. But as Mr. Locke observed this
is-niet the case with all Masons (Note, there were no
. Modern Masons in his time) few of them are ac-
i~ quainted with this secret. The writer of this note has
7 Anown it upwards of 30 years and never taught it to
: mose than six persons, of which number our K.W.and
*.. very worthy Deputy Grand Master, William Dickey,
.Esq. is one; and Brother Shotwelly the publisher of
- this book, another. Derymort.



#

foe AGLOS&ARY

"ro I-:XPLAIN THE WORDS

IN ITALIC annAc'rxné

As xN 'rm: roxu:comc.-

' emip—

* Allein, oﬁy
veys, always
ﬁzt;?, both ’
. Commodytye, conyenien
C’onﬁerzg,yfratemxty v
Faconnynge, forming -
. Foresayinge,prophecying
Freres, brethren
Headly, chiefly
Hem plesethe, they please
Hemselfe, themselves
" Her, there, their
Hereynne, therein
_Herwyth, with it
Holpynge, beneficial -
_Kunne,know
" Kunmynge, knowledge

. MakeGudde, arg beneficial|

" Metynges, mensures

. Mote, may

. Myddielonde, medxtenan-
ean

| Whereas, where

Myghte, power

|Occasyonne, opportunity

Oder, or
Onelyche, only

- | Pernecessarye, aT)solutely

Decessary
‘Preise, honour
Reaht, right e v
Reckenynges, numbers”
Sonderlycﬁe, particularly.
Skylle, knowledge ‘_‘
Wacksynge, growmg
Werck, operation.
Wey, way

s ovid

wix b
Woned, dwelt
Wunderwerckyne, works-
ing miracles
Wylde, savage '

g/;ynnynge, gaining
yseacre, learned

- |Ynn, into



ON THE
SEVEN LIB'ERAL JRTS tr SCIENCES,
e L1

Tue Grammar Rules instruct the tongue and pen,
- Rhetoric-teaches eloquence to men ;

By Logic we are taught to reason well;

Musick has charms beyond our power to tell ;

The use of Numbers numberless we find,
Geometry give measure to mankind,

The /Heav’nly System elevates the mind.

z_ﬂl those, and many secrets more, ’

The Masons ’taught in days of yore.
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EXTRACT OF THE RESOLUTIONS

OF THE
Grand Lodges of England, Ireland, and Scotland,
. AS UNDER:

Grand Lodge of the most ancient and honourable
Fraternity of Free and Acceg‘ted Masons, held
at the Half-Moon Tavern, C eapside, Loridon,
Sept. 2, 1772.

The most noble Prince John Duke of Athol, grand

‘L master. D de
aurence ermott, esq. depu and master, in
the chair. " CopuT &

HEARD a letter from brother Thomas Corket,

depu g grand Secretary of Ireland, to Lau. Dermett,

esq. D. G. M. of this grand lodgg, setting forth the
state of the craft, &c. in that kingdom, and having
taken the same into «consideration.

Resolved, “ It is the opinion of this grand lodge,

. that a brotherly connexion and correspondem,e
“ with the right worshipful grand. lodge of Ire-
“ land, has been and will always be, found pro-
« ductive of honour and advantage to the craft in
¢ both kingdoms.”

Ordered, “ That the grand Secretary shall transmit
¢ the names of the efficers of this grand lodge to
“the Secretary of the grand lodge of Ireland
¢ yearly, or as often as any new choice is made,
“ together with such informations as may tend-
¢ to the honour and interest of the ancient craft :

~* And that all such information, or correspon-
“ dence, shall be conveyed in the most respectful
¢ terms, such as may suit the honour and dignity
¢ of both grand lodges.”

Ordered, * That no mason who has been made un-



t der the sanction of the grand lodge of Ireland,
. ‘shall be admitted a member, nor partake of the
“ general charity, without having first produced
t a certificate of his good behaviour, from the
_ % Secretary of the grand lodge of Ireland; but
“ upon producing such certificate, he shall re-
¢ ceive all the honours due to a faithful brother
. of the same houshould with us.” ,
. 'The.deputy grand master proposed, that a cor-
respondence should be opened by this grand lodge
with the grand lodge of Scotland, when they unani-
mously came to the same resolutions as set forth for
the grand lodge of Ireland.

3

etiCh P T -

Grand Lodge of the most ancient and-honourable
" Fraternity of Free and Accepted masons, Dub-
- hin, Nov. 5,1772% ) ‘ o
The right hon. William. Lord Viscount Dunluce,
) d master.
Arch. Richardson, esq. deputy grand master, in the
=+ .chair. ‘ ,
- RECEIVED and read the resolutions of the
grand lodge of England, transmitted by "théir grand
Becretary, brother William Dickey, and having
taken the same into consideration, - came to the fol-
lowing resolution :
Resolved, * That this lodge do entirely agree with
. ¢ the grand lodge of England, that a brotherly
" ;% connexion and correspondence, between the
- -#¢ grand lodge of England and the grand lodge of
- # Treland, have been, and will always be, found
-~ 4 preductive of honour and advantage to the craft
- ¢ in both kingdoms.” '
. “Ordered;“ That the grand Secretary shall continue
“ to transmit, from time to time, the particular *
- % gccurrences of this grand lodge to the grand.
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“ Semury of England; and that hereafter no
* English mason shall be considered worthy of
¥ their charity, without producing a certificate
“ from the grand lodge of England; and that
¢ we shall always consider such brethren as may

. % be recommended to us from the grand lodge of .

¢ England, equally objects. of our attention with
¢ those of the Fraternity in Ireland :—Nor can
¢ the d lodge of Ireland omit this opportuni-
“ tyomufymg their high sense of the honour
¢ they have received in this invitation of a mu-
¢ tual and friendly intercourse, which they shall
¢ study to preserve and strengthen by every act
¢ of good offices and brotherly love.”

By Order,
. FIELDING OULD jun. Grand Secretary.

To the most noble Prince John
Duke of Atholl, grand master
of England. .

s T . R i

Grand Lodge of the most ancient and honourable
Fraternity of Free and Accepted masons in Scot-
land, held in the city of Edinburgh, Nov. 30,
1772.

The right honourable and most worshxpful Patrick
Earl of Dumfreys, grand master.

The right honotirable and most worshipful George
Earl of Dalhousie, late grand master, in the chair.
IT was reported to the brethren, that the grand

fodge of England, according to the old institutions,
had, on the 2d of September last, past a resolution
and order relative to a constant correspondence bt
twixt them and the grand lodge of Scotland, a copy
of which had been%r

y transmitted by their Sec~

e —

e

.



61
reiary Alodg withiolberpeoh inmeliehiads of
their officers, té'dwfs&rﬂw%m;?gﬂddflohg’e’.
The resolution and letter being re_;l&“ he grand
Jodgbaktexes of opintonyfkat:‘theb éfj*‘-gnter-'
course and corrgspondence, which the right wor-
sﬁflﬂfﬁ?&%& fodﬁe‘n ngland were desirous
1o ossablishy wiould be serviceable to both grand
lédges, and productive .ofylonovernd siiFanthge o
the fraternity in generply 'and th ppomdte thidbe-
neficial purpose: :
Ordered, “ That the grand Secretary do transmit to
- ¢ the Secretary of the grand lodge of England,
"% the names of the officers of the grand lodge of
“ Scotland, elected this day; and shall hence-
¢ forth transmit the names of the grand officers
¢ yearly, or as often as any new change is made,
4 and shall lay such letters, orders, informations,
% a5 he may, from time to time, receive from the
« grand lodge of England, before this grand
¢ Jodge, their quarterly communications, or
“ standing committee: And also shall transmit
“ such informations as may - tend to the honour
“ and advantage of the craft, according as he shall
“ be by them directed ; and that he assures the
-#¢ right worshipful grand lodge of England, in the
“ most respectful manner, the desire the grand
. % lodge of Scotland have to cultivate a connexion
“ with them by a regular co:responden:e for the
. interest of the ancient crsft, suitable to the ho-
“ nour and dignity of both grand lodges.”
Oydered, “ That no mason, made under the sanction
¢ of the grand lodge of England, according to the
.4 old institution, shall be admitted a member of
¢ the grand lodge of Scotland, nor partake of the
:% general charity, without having first produced a
- % certificate of his good behaviour, from the Sec-
+#¢ retary of the grand lodge of England ; butupon
4 producing such cersificate, he shall receive 311
F
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« the honours and bounty due to 2 faithful brother
« of the same household with us.”

By Oxd.er of the grand lodge of Scotland,

S ALEX. M’DOUGALL,

Grand Setretary.
To thenght wm'sh B?uﬁll -the %

‘Grand Lodge of Exgland; - -
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AHIMAN REZON

P N -u-g“...&-—.

BE FORE we enter into.the cause or motive of
the -first institution of free-masonry, it is necessary
in some measure to shew the excellency of secrecy,
and with what great careit is to be kept. '

One of the principal parts that makes a man be
deemed wise, is his intelligent strength and ability-
to cover dnd conceal such honest secrets as are
committed to him, as-well'as his owin serious. affairs. -
And whoeyer will peruse sacred and prefane histos)
1y, shall find a great number of virtuous attempts in
pedce and war, that néver reached their designed
ends, through defect of secret concealment ; and

£ty besides such unhappy prevention, infinite evils
{ave thereby ensued. But before dll other-examples,
let us consider that which excels all the rest, derived -
ever from God himself. Who so. especially. pre--
serves his own seerets. to Himselfj!never lémng any
man know what would Happen on:the.marraw’; nor
. could the wise men'in- ages pist, divihe: what shonld
befal us inthis -age;  :'Whereby we may readily
discern. thas-Ged: hxmadf .rs:well pleaded: with sec-
recy. ; -And altho’: (for man’s goed) the L.ord has .
been pleased to-revial some things, yet it is impos-
sible at amy time to change or alter his determin-.
ation, in regard whereof the reverend wisé men of .
ancient times, evermore affectc.d to perform their
intentions secretly.. - .

Weread that Cato the Censm‘ often said lto his
friends, that of three things he bad .gbod reason to
repent, if even he neglected the true performance of.
them : . The first;: it he . divulged any (aédret; the;i
secondy- if he'adventured. ontithd water when he .
might stay oh!dry land;iand thirdly, if he should
let any day’ neglectedly escape--hina ‘without domg
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some good action. - The latter fwo are woll worthy

of observatien ; but the firét concerns our-present

undertaking,  Alexander having received divers

letters of great importance frem. -his mother ; after

he had read them, in the presence of none but his

dear friend Ephestion’ and himself, he’ drew forth

his signetwhich sealed his most private letters, and

without speaking], set it upon Epfestior’s lips, intie.
mating thereby, thatthe in whese bbsom a man:
buties his secrets, should ha:re his lips locked:up

from revealing them.

. Among the rest it may not be dxsagreeable to the
reader: toperuse the following stery; as told by Audws
Geliras in his 1.4 féc: Nagms», aad by .Macrohus in. 'hu
Suturgale.: i o oyt

The sénators of Ramc, at their usual smmg m»the '
senate-house, had constituted a custom  among -
themselves,ahat each brother senator who: had a'sen,
should:be ndwiittdil wich his father'to abide in the
sénate<House iduting their sittiig; or depart.if occa-
sion regdiired 3 nor was this. favour:géneral, but ex-
teudegdronly to/noblemen abm, who were tutor’d
incsuchamaneriiasemablpdi them to become wise:
governorsyloapuble bf?rkqepmg silreir. omm secreta
About thigsime it happened’ that the sehators sat in
censultifiontofa ip kv ymgotiant vhise, 'st" that dhey -
seayedwadcldonfercthan vsual, Jand the icenclusion .
referped 20! the foltowing day, iwith-express charge
of' secrecy.in ‘the imean time. <Among the ‘other
noblemen’s sons who had been atihis weigthy buex-
ness, was that{faithbeb youth.the sonr of the
Papirus, whose family was one of the most noblc
and illistrious in alkRome, - ¢ !

The youhg tad being come heme, his molbar (‘ap
most of the fairsex ure highly dffected with nomelty)
intréaredibim totelt-her whatstrange tase had ‘been :
that day -debased in ithe sbnate; that: had power to
detain thefn!so long Beponditheir usnal dwars+ ‘Lhe
virtuous ‘aid ‘fioblei (youth. coyrteously - told-her that
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it 'was a business-not in his power to reveal, he be-
ing in a solemn manner. commanded to silence:
Upon hearing this angwer, her desires became more
earnest in stricter enquries  into the case, and
nathing but intelligence. thereof could. any way
content her: So that first by fair speeches and
intreaties, with liberal promises, she endeavoured
to break open this. poor little casket™df secrecy :
But. finding these efforts in vain, she made use of
wiolent threats, and stripes thinking, that force
might compel, where lenity could not..

The admired noble spirit finding a mother’s
threats to.be very harsh, but her stripes more bit-
ter than any thing beside ; comparing his love to
her as his mother, with the duty he owed to his
father ; the one might, but the other impulsive ,
he lays her and her fond conceit in one scale ; his
father, his own honour, and solemn injunctions
to. secrecy, in the other scale; and finding her
intrinsic weight, as being his mother, but lighter
than wind being thus gone out of herself; whet.
ting his tender wit upon the sandy stone of her
edging importunity, to appease her, and preserve
his own honour by remaining faithful, he thus
resolved her:. :

Madam, and dear mother, you-may well blame
the senate for their long sitting, at least for call-
ing in question a case so impertinent ; for except
the wives of the senators be admitted to consult
thereon, there can be no hope of a conclusion: I
. speak this but.out of my young apprehension, for
I know their gravity may easily contound me ; and
yet, whether nature or duty so instruct.me, I can-
mot tell : But to them it scems necessary, for the
increase of people, and for the public good, that
every senator should be allowed two. wives; or
otherwise, their. wives two husbands: I shall
hardly under one roof call two men by the name

F2
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of father; I had rather call two women. by the
name of mother. This is the