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To bis mod eminent Flighneis

Don Anthony Emanuel de Vilhena^

' grand' MASTER
Of ihe O R D E R of

St* J O HN of J li R u s A L n u.

SIR,

IHave the honour to lay before your Hlgh-

nefs a work, which is mofl properly your;>,

as it contains the hiftory of your order. You
have here an account of the glorious alliens

which have been wrought by your prcdeccfTors,

in diiicrent ages, for the defence cf the ?.Uar3

and eflates ofChriflendom. Thofe great men,

who filled the world v.'ith the reputation of

their arms, and the fame of their valour, were

no lefs diftinguifned by their firm adherence to

th-e obfervation of a rcHdous difcioline.

As you, Sir, have becnjuftly raifed to the

fame high employment, you place your fole

glory in the imitation of their virtues. Like

them, you fecure to Chriilians the liberty ofna-

vigation, at the fame tiiTiC that you labour to

make juflice and unity, peace and piety to

A 2 fiouridi



DEDICATION.
t

Houriili in your order. 'Tis thefe qualifications

which have drawn upon you the unanimous

prayers of allyourbretheren, for the long con-

tinuance of fo happy a government. Accepts

Sir, of my ardent wifhes in particular for your

prefervation, and ofthe profound refpe^t^ with

which I am,

S I E,

Yoiif Eminenc y'«

jnoft humble andi

mofl obedient fervant.

3

L'Abbe de Vertot.



THE

PREFACE.
I

A M. at a lofs to knoiv njuhatfort of reception this hi'

flory "jjill meet 'withfrom the public ; for tho' Ihat-e
beenflattered njoith the hopes offuccefs, by the kindencou-'

ragetnent myfriends ha^e ginjen me, to proceed info labd"

rious an undertakings I am hut too njjell acquainted *with

my otyjn inabilities, and the dificultiei of the <wQrk itfelf^

to place any great confidence in the too good-naturedjudg*

ments ixihich ha^ve beenformed already in myfa'vour. Tor

topafs by the neccjjtty I ha^e been under oflooking back in^

to ages above Jlx hundredyears diflantfrom us, I ha've

beenfarther.obliged, e^ven iw timesfo remote, to trace out

only thefaint glimmerings ofa dark original, ivhich mufl

of confequence he the lefs likely to glue a juji fatisfaSlioji to

the 'reader s curiofty. And befides, after all the pains I ha've

taken, a?id the many years I haue been employed upon this

fuhjeci, I cannot but onjon at lajl, that, till I hadfinifhed
it, I n.':as 7i€tfenfhle hoivfar I hadfalle?! fhort of that

perfeclion, '^L.vhich the nature cffuch a ^Mork requires.

^Tis true indeed, that ifive can Jiand thefhock offo ob-

fcure a beginning, and everlock the firf faSts, 'whereiti njje

ha<ve fo ftnall a fhare of concern, the fucceeding ages 'vfill

furnifrj us nvithfuch extraordinary examples ofpiety and
courage, as ^ucillfuffxientlv make amendsfor the harrcnnefs

ofthe former, and abundantlyfapply, by the choice*of mat-

ter, any defeds inform, nvhich may ha've arofefrom my
manner cfn.vritinfr. Wefhall there read ofan illifrious

body of monks, confmed at firfi to the narroiv bounds of an

hofpital, ivho, a?nidji the humiliations ofa. careful attend-

ance upon thefck, and prouijionfor the poor, extended their

%eal and their po'-werfofar, as to take up arms agai'nft the

infdels, the prcfeffed enemies of the Chrijiian religion, and
united zVz one the differing virtues oft<WG dijiind profeJ/ionSy

fofee?ningly oppoftein theirnature.

The



The PREFACE.
The garb of thefe miliiary monks ^ivas plain and mcdefi ;

they rejer^ed magnificencefor the ornament of their altars ;and the poor and the pilgrim reaped the ad^oantage of the
/rugality of their tables. 7hey ne^ver left the apartments

L Vi'^'
^° ^'^'^' //^m>/x'fj up to prayer, or to take

thefield againfi the enetnies of the crofs, ^h'lch ivas at once
theirfiandard and their habit. No ambition couldfire the
breafis of Qurnchle ivarriors, n^vhere 'virtue nxsas the only
road that cotddleadto ad-vance?nent ; nAjhilfi their charifVy
their firfi e?>gagemcnt, and the -uerv bond of all Chrifiian
I'lr^ues did notforfake them, e^vcn in their conjiias ^itb
tbe^ infidels

; for nofwithfianding all the advantages they
gained Q'ver them in battle, they ^erefatisfied n.vith dif
arming the Barbarians, and, dmidfi the triumphs ofa 'vic^
iory, fought only to convert the enemy, or at leaf to dif
able themfrojn doing mifchief

Such vjas the golden age of the order of St, John ofje^
rufalem. In after^times indeed, it mufi be ovjned, the knights
grenv more remJfe in thefeverepraclice offo many different
'Virtues

; and 'tis but too notorious, that the religious cha-
reiser ^i^as often lofi in thefoldier. The reader vcill eaftly
cbferve, that this change ofmanners has cafi afi:ade upon
femeparts ofmy narration. Jnd yet, notricithlianding this
effea cfhumanfrailty, unlefs lam milledby a too partial
regardfor my ovjn performance, I cannot but he cf opini-
on, that the lihefpirit ofdifinterefitdncfs and zeal, the like
purify ofmanners, and intrepidity in the midft cfthe ?reat-
efi dangers, 'ivas never kept up, throughfo long afvxcelfon
ofJo many ages, in any one cfthe miliiary orders, vjhich
have been difperfed throughout thefeveral'countries cfChri-
fendcm ; jior has there been any i^:lere luxury and an o-
ver-earncfi purfuit after vjealth and pteafures, have ob-
tainedfo late an admiffion,

I have purpcfely omitted, in this hifiorf,fo7nefurprizing
accounts, v:hich are to be met voiih in the annals cfthe
order

I and in particular the converfion of Jjmenia, a Sa-
racen princefe of mofi exquiftte beauty, as are all the hero-
ines in the ancient chronicles, vuhom the author has convey .

ed in one nightfrom Egypt into Picardy, in company ^vith
three knights of the order, vjho vjsre all cfthem Mothers,

and



The P R E F A C E.

andhad each a great/hare in the lady's con<verJton \ n pi-

ousfable, ^vhich mayjujily di'/er-ve to be rejeded njoith thg

reji of the old legendary Jhries, that are rather calculated

to rai/e the mirth oflibertines, than promote the edification

ofpious aud <ivell-difpofed perfons.

The firji thirteen books of this hifiory are 'wrote in the

nvay of narratinje, and conclude nxith the death ofthe grand
fnajicr John de la Valette in 1568. Thefourteenth is

draivn up inform ofannals, andglue a faccinSi account of
the moji cojifderable tranfadionsfrom 1 568, /o the prefenf

time. And thefourteenth treats of the gover?tme?jt of the

§rder.
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THE

H I S T O Pv

O F T H E

Knights Hofpitallers

O F

St. JOHN of J E R U S A L E M,

Styled afterwards,

The Knights of Rhodes,

And at prefent,

The KNIGHTS of MALTA.

BOOK!.
^HE hillory I have taken upon me to write

is that ofa fraternity of Hofpitallers, which
afterwards became a military fociety, and
at laft a fovereign order ; inlHtuted upon

the motives of charity, and prompted by a zeal for the

defence of the. holy land, to take up arm.s againfc the

infidels ; an order, which, amidft the noife and clafh-

ing of fv/ords, and with a continual war upon their

hands, was capable of joining the peacable virtues of

religion with the mofl diHinguiihing courage in the

field.

This union of two profelTions fo remote and di-

ftant from each other, 'till then -unknown to the world,

the piety and bravery of thefe military Friars, their

zeal for the defence of the Chrifiians, the num.eroiis

VcL. I. A ' fights



2 ^ Eificry cfthe Knights ofMa l t a .

fights and battles, in which they have beenengacred
for near feven hundred years, and the various fuccefs
of their arms ; all thefe particulars feem to me an ob-
jecl v/orthy the regard and confideration ofmankind ;

and pofilbly the publick will not look upon the hiftory

of thefe foldiers of Jefus Chrift v/ithout furprize and
r.dmiraticn, who, like a fecond race of Maccabees,
haveconftantly oppofed the arms of the infidels with a
faith as firm as their courage has been invincible.

But before we enter upon the inftitution of this

order, I think it neceflary to acquaint the reader with
the ftate of Afia at that time ; to inform him from
v.'hat country the firil infidels they made war unon
came ; to lay before him the religion, the power and
the forces of thofe Barbarians, and efpecially their

declared hatred to the Chriftians : all v/hich circum-

ftances, tho' indeed prior to the foundation of this or-

- der, yet feem to have fome conncdion with the hif-

tojy, as a preliminary and introdudion to it, and the

knowledge of which will {twt to clear up the parti-

culars related to the courfe of it.

That part of Afia, which lyes betv/een the Eux-
ine or Black fea and the Euphrates, was, in the be-

ginning of the feventh century, flill under the domi-
nion of the Romans, whofe vafl empire had fwallowed

up the moll puiiTant flates of our continent. But af-

ter the death ofTheodofius the Great, this

formidable empire began to decline, being Anm
wcaken'd, either by the incurfions of the Ear- 395.
barians, or perhaps likeways by the divifion

and difmembring of it by his fons the emperors Ar-

cadius and Honorius, princes of a vyeak and unen-

terprizing fpirit, who only lent their names to the

tranfaftions of their reigns, and were both governed

by imperious miniflers, who had made themfelves

the t)Tants and lords of their mafters.

Most of the eaftern emperors that fucceeded Ar-

cadius, either for fear of being dethroned by ufurpers,

or being i'uch themfelves, were lefs folicitous of a mi-

litary name and reputation, and of putting a fiop to

the
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the inroads of the ^^si'^arians, than of maintaining

themfelves upon the throne. Being always upOn their

guard againil tiieir ov/n fubjeds, they durll not turn

their backs upon the capital of the empire, or venture

beyond the bounds of their palace, "for fear fome rebel

fhould feize them ; and the utmoll happinefs. tliey

aim'd at, was. to enjoy the charms of fovereign power
in a ilothful and unadciye magnificence. Thofe fa-

mous Cefars, the mafcers of the world, were no more '

to. -be found under the imperial purple : thefe later

emperors had nothing but the name; and the majefty

of the empire was now no more to be feen, buc in the

vain ornaments, with which they covered their weak-
nefs and cowardice.

Religion was no lefs a fuiFerer than the flate by
fo wretched an adminifcration. The eafc v/as at that

time infeded Vv'ith feveral herelies, the offspring and
eifect of the warm imag-ination and too reiinins; difoo-

iition of the Greeks. Some bifnops and monks, at-

te'iTpting to explain the various myfteries of the in-

carnation after a manner too much adapted to human
capacity, had involved themfelves in error ; and to

"

compleat the misfortune, they had found out means to

engage feveral emperors in their party, who, inilead

of oppoling the incurfions of the Barbarians, thought
they had no other enemies buc fuch as declared againil

their errors.

The empire hov/ever, in the midH of all thefe con-
fufions, ftili fuppcrted itfelf hy the v/eight of its own
grandeur, and about the beginning of the feventh cen-

tury ; the Emperor Heraclius had gained fome advan-
tages over the Scythians and Perfiai)s. But while that

prince was engaged with thefe Barbarians, and em-
ployed in revenging the ravages they had-committed
upon the empirej there appeared in the defarts of Ara-
bia one of thofe reitlefs and ambitious mortals, which
feem to be born only to change the face of the uni-

verfe ; and whofe followers having wrefted the moil
beautiful provinces of the call' out of the hands- of the

A 2 Greeks,
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Greeks, at length gave the laft and fetal blow to this

empire, and buried it in its own ruins.

The reader will eafily perceive that I am fpeak-
ing of Mahomet, the mofl crafty and dangerous impo-
ftor, that had ever appeared in Afia. He was born

at Mecca, a city of Arabia Pctrrea, about the

568 or erid of the iixth century, of idolatrous pa-

571. rents of the tribe of the Corafhites or Cori-

fians, the bell family in the nation, and who,
according to the ufual vaunt of moil of the Arabians,

boailed themfelves to be the progeny of Abraham, by
Kedar, the fon of Ifhmael. By his * father's death,

Mahomet became an orphan in his early years, and
was left without any patrimony or fubfiilence. How-
ever, one cf his ^ uncles took upon himfelf the care

of his education, and for feveral years employed him
in trade and commerce. From him he went into the

fervice of a rich widow named Cadigha, who at firil

took him for her faftor, and aftenvards made him her

husband. A match (o greatly to his advantage, and
fo rrfuch abov^e his hopes, the plentiful eftate of his

v/ife, and the improvements made to it by his own in-

dullry, filled his mind with the thoughts of grandeur

and independency. His ambition increafed with his

fortune, and fcarce was he free from a flate of bafe-

nefs and fervitude, when riches without dominion were

too little to fatisfy his vail defires, and he carried his

aims to fo daring a pitch, as to afpire to the fovereign

authority over his country.

O F the various methods he pitched upon for the

accompliihment of this great dengn, none appeared

more fcafible to him than the ellabliihment of a new
relicrion, an engine which many of his predeceiTors in

impoliure had already made ufe of. Arabia was at

that time peopled by Idolaters, Jews andChriilians, by
Catholicks and Schifmaticks. The inhabitants of

Mecca were all idolaters, and fo very ignorant, that,

excepting ^ one fmgle man, that had travelled, they

could none of them either read or write. This igno-

rance

•Abdollah. *Abu-taleb. 'Waraka.-
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rancc and divernty of v/orlliip feemed a favourable

circumllance toMahomet \ and though he was no bet-

ter a fcholar than his neighbours, though he could

neither write nor read, and was befides efieemed a

man of bad morals, yet he had the afTurance to form a

defign of fetting up for a prophet in his own country,

and in the very face of thofe who were eye-witneiTes

oi his incontinence.

But as this tranfition, from a volaptuons li*-e to

fo intimate a communication with heaven, would not

ealily find credit in the world, he quitted the compa-

nions and miniilersof his pleafures, under, the pretence

of an entire change in his manners ; and to put a better

countenance upon his pretended reformation, for two

years together the hypocrite frequently retired to a cave

in mount Hira, about a league from Mecca, where he

only meditated upon ways and means to bring his

proje6l to execution. At the end of this term, and un-

der colour of being wearied witli the preihng inilan-

ces of his wife, to diiluade him from fo melancholy a

way of living, he pretended to intruft her with the £c-

titious revelations, which he faid he had received from
heaven by the miniilry of one ofthe highefl: order of
ipirits, whom he called the angel Gabriel. And being

fubjeft to the falling ficknefs, he interpreted the fts

of that diftemper as extafies, caufed, as he faid, oy the

apparition of the celeftial miniiler, whcfe pre fence he
was not able to endure ; and to fpread the.famcofthefe

revelations infenfibly am.ong the people, he imparted

the fecret, as a matter of the utmoil privacy, to his

wife. To be the wife of a prophet was a privilege too

great for her vanity to conceal. Cadigha foon run to

acquaint her beit frienr^s with it, and the mat:er was
fiO longer a fecret, as Mahomet had plainly forefeen.

After this he opened himfelf to fome cidzejis of Mec-
ca, \yhom he thought credulous enough to be pen'uad-

ed into it, and whom he adlually feduced by his art

and addrefs.

A3 If
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If we may believe « Elmacin, the Arabian hiftorio-

grapher, Mahomet had a noble air and deportment,

a fweet and a modeft countenance, a docile and ready
wit, a courteous and obliging manner, and an infmuat-

ing converfation. Befides, he had all the nccelTary

cjualifications for the head of a party : profufely libe-

ral, ready in difcerning, and exad in difpofmg of men
according; to their talents. He had all the art and re-

ferve for,ading without umbrage or difcovery ; and in

the management and conduft of his defigns afterwards,

he fnewed a conftancy and courage fuperior to the

greateft dangers. Having foon got fome difciples to

countenance and fupport him, he made a fecret of his

doftrine no longer, and taking his miffion from himfelf,

he fet up for a preacher ; and though he was a man
of no learning, yet he gained accefs to the ears of his

country-men, by the purity of his language, and the

noble tour of his expreffions. He excelled efpecially

in a certain oriental eloquence, confilling in parables

and allegories, with which he clothed and involved

his difcourfes.

Bur as he was by no means ignorant, that every

appearance of novelty in religion is always fufpedted,

he declared that his delign was not fo much to found

a new religion, as to revive the ancient lav/s, which

God had given to men, and to purge them from, the

fables and fuperftitions with which they had been

blended afterwards. He Jidded, that Mofes, and Je-

{us the fon of Mary, had fuccelTively preached a doc-

trine, truly holy to the world ; a dodrine, fays he,

which thefe two great prophets confirmed by notable

and-fignal miracles, but that the Jews and Chriftians

had equally altered and corrupted it by human traditi-

ons ; and laftly, that God had fent him, as his lafl and
greateft prophet, even greater than Mofes and Jefus, to

purify religion from the fables, which, under the no-

tion of myfteries, men had obtruded upon it, and, if

pofTible, to reduce all mankind to an agreement in o-

pinion, and to the profeffion of one and the fame faith.

The
* L. I, c. 1. Hottlne, hift. orient, 1. 2. c. 4.
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The canning impollor, having, by fucli difcourfes as

tliefe, prepared the minds of the people, proceeded to

form his fyftem upon two different models, which he

borrowed from the Jewifh and Chriilian religion ; and

to proceed with the better fuccefs, he had privately,

in his retreat, called in the affiilance of a Ferfian * Jew,

and a*" Neilorian monk, both apoHates, very well skil-

led in their refpedive religions, and who had feveral

times read over to him the Old and New Teftament,

out of* v/hich, he afterwards took feveral paffages, and

adapted them to his new plan ; and when, by the help

of thefe two renegadoes, he had finilhed any article,

he clothed it in a pompous and figurative ftyle, endea-

vourino- to imitate, fometimes the fublime in the be-

ginning of Genefis, and fometimes the paihetick in

the true prophets. Then he declared that he had re-

ceived th.1t article from heaven ; and under pretence

of beino- only the meffenger and herald of this celefdal

dctflrine, he referred his objeftors to the pretended au-,

thor of his revelations, and appealed even to his ig-

norance itfelf, as a proof of the little Ihare he had in

this new religion.

From the Jews he borrov^ed the principle relating

to the exiilence and unity of one only God, without

multiplication of the divine perfons; and at the fame

time he preffed the belief of a refurreflion, of the uni-

verfal judgment, and of the rewards and punifhments

of another life. The Chriilians furnifhed him with

the example of a lent-faft, Vv'hich he prefcribed to his

followers," of the frequent ufe of prayer, which he fixed

to five times in a day, of charity tovv'ards the poor, and

the foro-ivenefs of enemies. And in regard to the pa-

gans, h^e admitted an odd kind of predeftination, v/liich

the ancient idolaters generally called deffiny, a decree,

which they believed etern.al and uncontroulablej even

by the will of their Gods.

T'K I s medley of dliierent religions, in which eve-

ry one imagined he faw the traces of his former beliefi

milled

» Abdias Benfalon. ^ Sergius, aliter Bahira.

« See the difcourfe upon the Alcoran, at the end of the

fourth volume.
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mifled feveral citizens of Mecca ; and fuch was the art

and contrivance of the impoflor, that he endeavoured

to eftablifh his errors by the profeffion of fome great

truths, and the feeming pradice of as great virtues.

The magiftrate of Mecca being alarmed at the pro-

grefs of this feet, profcribed the author and all that

adhered to him ; upon which the falfe prophet fled to

another city ofArabia Petr^ra, called Yatrib, which he

afterwards named Medina-al-nabi, or the city of the

prophet. This flight, fo famous among the Maho-
metans, and called in their language the Hegira, fer-

ved their hiftorians afterwards for the aera of their

chronology. And the firfl vear of the * Mufulman-
, period, according to the moft received opi-

TT^
*

nion, falls upon the twenty fecond year of the
o' • feventh century.

Mahomet being convinced, by the risk he had
run at Mecca, that perfuafion alone was net the way
to accomplifh his ambitious defigns, refolved to have
recourfe to arms. The impollor did not fail to fum-
mon heaven to his aiTiftance ; and it was not long be-

fore he gave out, that the angel Gabriel had brought

him a fword from God, with orders to fabdue all fuch

as fl^ould refufe to embrace his new religion.

We are not to look elfewhere for the caufe of that

aftonifhing progrefs, which, in fo fhort a time, this im-
pious fedt made in Arabia, and afterwards in the great-

eft part of the leiier Afia. And it is highly probable,

that if Mahomet could have forefeen as much, he
would have fparedhimfelf the pains of forging fo many
revelations, and adjufting fo great a number of materi-

als, borrowed from other religions. This armed a-

poftle began this new kind ofmiffion with invading his

neighbours. The lure ofplunder, which has fo many
charms in the eyes of the Arabians, drew a great num-
ber to his ftandard. No caravan could pafs near his

quarters without being expofed to pillage i and by ac-

tmg

» Note, the Mufulman year confifts of tv/elve lunar months,
which is only three hundred and fifty four days j fo that thirty

three of our years is very near thirty four of theirs.
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ting the robber, he infenfibly attained to the fortune

of a conqueror. Of his foldiers and vanquifhed enemies

he made new difciples, whom he called Mufulmen,

that is to fay. Believers, or luch as are entered into the

way of falvation. Being now as great a foidier, as he

was an eloquent preacher, he foon made himfslf ma-

Iter of Mecca, and moft of the fortified towns and

caftles of Arabia yielded to the force of his arms. *

He was feconded in thefe wars by Abubtkre his father-

in-law, by Aly his coufm and fon-in- law, and by Omar

and Otman, all four his apoftles and principal officers,

fanaticks in good earnell, and who became the willing

fubjeftsofan impoilor, to whom they had atfiril been

only difciples. Mahomet, by his courage and con-

dudl, was enabled to unite the facerdotal with tht im-

perial authority in his own perfon, and in the

fpace of twenty three years of his pretended 645 or

apoftolate, others fay in ten, almoll all Ara- 632.

bia was reduced under his dominion, and at

the fame time had embraced his new religion.

The falfe prophet, at his death, had nom.inated A-

ly, his daughter Fatima's husband, for his fucceffor-:

but Mahomet's fon-in-law found, by experience, that

the laft wills of the moll abfolute princes are generally

buried in their graves. Abubekre, being much old-

er than Aly, was preferred before him by the intereft

of Omar and Otman, who, by making choice of a

man in years, opened themfelves a palTage in their

turn to the fame dignity. This eledion of Abubekre

gave rife afterwards to fchlfms and civil wars among

8ie Mahometans. The fucceffors of Mahomet took

the title of Caliphs, i. e. vicars of the prophet, or of

Almoumenians, i. e. princes or commanders of the

faithful. Thefe firft fucceiTors, full of that fire and zeal

which a new religion ahvays infpires, fpread the doc-

trine of their marter, and extended their own domini-

on into different countries, the one not advancing a

ftep without the other. It was not long before they

finiflied the conqueft of Arabia, and drove out the Per-

fians

* Ale. c. 4. Cantacuzeni crat, 1. feci. 12.
.
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!i'oTn^^r''^'\-^'^^^ '^'^ ^^"^^' ^^^^y afterwards
took Damafcus Antioch, and all Syria, im^aded Pa-"
lelline earned Jcrufalem, marched into Eaypt and fub-ducd It abfolutely dellroved the Perfian monarchy,
and made thcmielves mailers of Media, Corailan or
Baariana, Diarbeick or Mefopotamia. Tlr^n they
carried the War into Afl-ica, where they made as fur-
pnzingaprogrers as ever, and fubdued all the country
that hcs weftofE(>ypt. ^

A-^VT ^ff^'^^'^theines of Cyprus, Rhodes, Can-
dia, Sicily, Malt;i and Goza, which they either ravag-ed or made themfelves mafl-ers of, nor Spain, whefe

fnnn^''^
'

''^ '^' ^-"g^'^^^^S of the eight "century,
toundcd a new empire upon the ruins of the Gothick
monarchy; great provinces of France, fituated be-yond the Loire, were expofed to the fury of th-irarms

;
and if it had not been for the incomDarable

bravery and vaiour ofCharles Martel, the fate and for-
tune of this kingdom would have been no better than

!x?f]^ ^t!'"u • ^^ "".
'""^'^^ ^^'^>' ^^'-eatncd the whole

world with thea- chains. And the miferable remains
ot tnc Greek empire would not at that time have been
able to hold out againft fo formidable a power, if the
heads of tnat nation had not quarrelled among them-
felves But the governors of provinces bdng too
powerful for private men, aiTumed a fovcreign autho-
rity over them. We have feen, in different parts ofAha and Africa, and at different times, no lefs than
five caliphs all pretending to be the oiF-fpring of Ma-
Homet, and the genuine interpreters of the law A-
gam, moil of thefe caliphs being buried afterwards in
luxury and eiFeminacy, left the civil and military eo-
vernment of their Hates to emirs or fultans, a fort of
mayors ofthe palace, who, in a fhort time, made them-
elves abfolute mafters of them, and for the moil part

left me cahphs nothing but the infpeftion of relio-fous
aifairs, the privilege of being named firil in the ptblic
prayers, and fome other ceremonial honours, without
any power or authority.

Of
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Of all the conqueils gained by thefe infidels, none
more fenfibly affedled the Chrifcians, than that of the

Holy Land and the city ofJerufalem. From the time

of Conilantine the Great, when chriiliianity became
the religion of the empire, that was the moll: noted
pilgrimage of all chrillendom. The Greek and Latin
Chriftians, out of a pious perfuafion that their greatefc

fms would be remitted at the feet ofChrill's tomb, were,

with equal eagernefs, continually flocking to Jerufa-

lem ; and the rather, in that there was till then a fecure

and eafy accefs to it through the territories of the

.empire. The revolution which had lately happened
altered the cafe exceedingly ; and the infidels, though
they reverenced Jefus Chrift as a great prophet, yet,

to raife their revenues, they laid a fort of tribute upon
all foreign pilgrims, that came out ofdevotion to the

holy fepulchre. But this opprefTidn was not fufhcient

to cool the zeal of the Chriftians of that age : there

was for near three hundred years the fame refort ofthe
Chriftian nations, even from the remoteft parts of the

weft. Towards the middle of the eleventh century,

the caliphs or fultans of Egypt, who were then ma-
ilers of Paleftine, allowed the Greek Chriftians, who
were their fubjeds, to fettle in Jerufalem ; and that

they might not be intermixed with the Mufulmen^ the

governor of that capital of Judea affigned them the

quarter neareft the holy fepulchre for their abode.
The renown of the emperor Charlemagne's con-

queft and power fpreading from Europe into Ana, the

caliph Aaron Rafchid, one of the moft potent princes
of the eaft, permitted the French, out ofregard to him,
to have a ho ufe of their own in the holy city for the

entertainment of fuch pilgrims as were of that nation.

Eginard relates, that the patriarch of Jerufalem fent

that great prince, in the caliph's name, the keys of
the holy fepulchre, and of the church of mount Calva-
ry, with a ftandard, which the famous Abbe Fleury,

the late writer of ecclefiaftical hiflory, is of opinion
was meant as a mark ofthe power and authority which
Aaron had refigned to that cliriftian prince. Another

modern
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modern writer,* learned in oar antiquities, in the
thirty feventh book of the annals of his order, tells us
of one Bernard, a French monk, who lived in A. D.
870, and who, in his. account of a voyage made to Je-
rufalem, relates, that he found there an liofpital for
the Latins, and that in the fame houfe was a library,

colledled by the care and at the expence of the empe-
ror Charlemagne.

But after the death of the cali-h Aaron and his

firft fucceflbrs, as thofe of Carlemagne aid not come
up to him either in power or reputation, the French
loft the regard that had been formerly paid them in Pa-
leftine. They were no longer allowed to have any
houfe ofentertainment in Je. ufalem i and though, Tike
the other nations of Europe, tlicy had, by virtue of
their money, admittance into the holy city, and in
the day-time made their ftations in all the places an-
tiently honoured with the prcfence and n^fteries of
our divine Saviour ; yet, in the evening and night-
time, it was not without great difficulty as well as
danger, that they could find any place to retire to in
the city. The Mufulmen had naturally too great an
averfion for the Chriftians to receive them into their

houfes : and fome difputes that had ftarted up in re- .

Jation to do6lrines not rightly underftood, as well as
fome differences in point of difcipline, having, in a
manner, put an end to all union between the Greek
and Latin churches, our European Chriftians were
fcarce lefs odious to the Greeks than they were to the
Arabians and Sarazens of the eaft.

In the middle of the eleventh century, fome Ita-
lian merchants, who had experienced the inhumanity

• of both the one and the other, undertook to procure
an afylum for the European pilgrims, in the very city
of Jerufalem, where they might have nothing to fear
either from the the falfe zeal of the Mahometans, or
ths enmit)' and averfion of the fchifmatical Greeks.
Thefe pious merchants uere of Amalphy, a city in
the kingdom of Naples, but at that time fubjedl to

the
» Dcm. MabiJlon.
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the Greek emperors. of Conftantrnople. Their affairs,

in regard to trade and commerce, called them almoil

every year into Egypt, where, by means of their rich

merchandizes, as well as fome curious pieces of v/ork-

manihip which they brought thither from Europe,

they were introduced to the court of the caliph Mon-
ftafer-biilah ; and diftributing fome confiderable pre-

fents among his domelticks and minifters, they ob-

tained leave for . the Latin ChriiHans to build a houfe

of entertainment near the holy fepulchre in Jerufalem.

Th e governor, by that prince's order, affign-

1048 ed them a piece ofground, on which they built

a chapel, and dedicated it to the blefTed virgin,

by the name of St. Mary ad Latinos, to diilinguifh it

from the churches where divine fervice was celebrated

according to the Greek ritual ; fom.e monks of the Be-

nediftine order officiated in it. Near their convent

they built two houfes of entertainment for the recepti-

on ofpilgrims of both fexcs, whether in health or fick-

nefs, which was the chiefview in this foundation; and

each houfe had afterwards a chapel in it, the one de-

dicated to St. John the Almoner, and the other to St.

Magdalen.
Some lay -perfons from Europe, full of zeal and cha-

rity, renouncing the thoughts of returning into their

own country, devoted themfelves in this reiip-ious houfe

to the fervice of the poor and pilgrims, and were fub-

fifted by the monks above-mentioned : and the merch-

ants of Am.alphy, out of the alms which they colled-

ed in Italy, and either brought or fent regularly ev'ery

year to the holy land, fupplied thewants of the pilgrims

or fick. That facred trull of the charity of the iTath-

ful they remitted into the hands of perfons, confjcrat-

ed, as we have faid, to the fervice of the Chrifiians of
the weft. This holy houfe, governed bytlieEene-
dicline m.onks, and which may be looked upon as the

craddle of the order of St. John, ferved aftervv'ards for

a place of fecurity and retreat for pilgrims. The Latin
Chriftians v/ere there entertained and provided for,

without any diilinclion of nation or condition. There
Vol. L B they
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they cloathed again fuch as liad been ftripped by rob-
bers ; there the fick were treated with care, and every
kind of mifcry found in the charity of thefe Hofpital-
lers, a new kind of mercy to relieve it.*

Yet this pious and ufeful foundation had like to

have been ruined in its very infancy, and it had hardly
fubfiiled feventeen years, when the Turcomans
conquered Paleftine, furprized the city of [e- loco
rufalem, and cut the caliph of Egypt's garriibn

in pieces.

These Barbarians came out of the heart of Tarta-

ry. 'Tis faid that they were originally inhabitants

of that part of the Afiatick Sarmatia, which lies be-

tv/een mount Caucafus, the River Tanais, the Palus

Ma^otis, and the Cafpian fea. They afterv/ards crof-

ed the Wolga, traverfed all the northern coall of the

Cafpian fea, and fettled in that part of Tartary which
runs between feveral branches of m.ount Imaus and
along the fide of the river laxartes ; a country ftill cal-

led from them Turqueftan. Hiilorians are not agreed

whether it was the Greek emperors, or the kings of
Perfia, that iirfi: brought them into that part of Afia,

and called them in to their aiuflance. What appears

more certain is, that fome officers of that nation en-

tered afterwards into the pay of the Arabians or Sara-

zens, who, to keep them in their fervice, after they

had made themfelves mailers of Pei^fia, affigned them
lands in thofe great provinces, where they fettled from
that time v/ith their families. It feems they had fcarce

any religion befides a confufed notion of a iirll being,

creator of heaven and earth, author, as they faid, of

life and death, who fent health or ficknefs to men ac-

cording to his own good pleafure. No fuch thing as

divine worfhip v/as known among theni ^ only in their

ficknefs they had recourfe to fome magicians, a fort of
priells, who, after exafting prefents from them, and
ufmg ibme fcnfelcfs conjuring tricks, perfuaded them
that they appeafed the angiy deity for them. This co-

lony, out of complaifance to their new mafters, turned

after-

* Wiilielm. TyrrienHs. hill, 1. i.
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afterwards Mahometans, and in time multiplying ex-

ceedingly, they fhool^ ofF the yoke ofthe Arabians, but

without quitting their religion, in which the greateft

part ofthem had been bred. Other ti'ibes and people

of the fame nation pafiing the laxartes, and traveriing

theMauralnahar, joined themfelves to thefe firil com-

ers, made their way to the banks of the Oxus, and ad-

vanced even into Corolan.

All thefe I'urcomans thus re-united toge-

ther, levied vail: armies, arid chofe three geno- 1065.

rals to command them, ail taken out of the

fame family, and defcended from one Salguez, whofe

memory they held in lingular veneration. The Hrfl

of thefe generals v/as I'ogiui-beg. Sprung as he was

out of the midft of a favage nation, he had nothing

of the barbarian in him, but boldnefs and ignorance,

or a contempt of dangers. He was prctufe m his re--

compences to his foldiers, cruel in his punifhments of

tliofe Vv'ho had Ihewed a .v^ant of courage, and was

therefore revered by a nation, among whom the art of

making one's iclf dreaded was of more weight than

all the virtues put together. This was the prince, v/ho

in 1055, under tlie title of chiefuf the emirs, or fakaiT,

made himfeif mailer of Bagdat, and of the great tn:-

pire of the A^rabian caliphs. Jafer-bei or Jafer-btg

his coufm, chief of the iecond branch, feized on his

fide upon Quirman, and the vaft trails of country

which lye towards the Perlian fea and the Indies. Cul-

tumifes, another coufln of Togrul-beg and Jafer, had

advanced before them, and A. D. 1050, had made
the greateil part of the lelTer Afia or Anatolia acknov/-

ledge him for their fovereign, and iixt^ the feat of his

empire at Iconium. Togrul-beg dying without iuu^

about A. D. 1063, Alubarflan, his nephev/ and luc-

cefibr, kept up the dignity of faltan witii no kfs valour

than his uncle. This prince gaining a fignal viilory

over the Greeks, took the emperor Diogenes prifo-

ner upon that occafion. It is faid, that the fon of

Alubarflan, called Gelaleddin, was the moil powerful

of thefe Selgeucidian princes, and that his empire ex-

B 2 tended
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tended from the farthefi provinces of Turqueftan to Je-
rufakm, and even to the borders of Arabia Felix : a
new revohition this in Afia, carried on with a rapidi-

ty not inferior or, lefs furprizing than that v/hich the

Arabians had brought about four hundred years be-

fore. It was the lieutenants of Geialeddin, furnam-
ed Malefcha, uho, after reducing Syria, chafed the

Sarazens cut of Paleftine, and in 1065 feized on the
Qity of Jerufalem.

No clcfcription can reach all the cruelties which
they committed there: the garrifcn of the caliph of
Egypt was cut in pieces, as I faid before. TJie inha-

bitants and the Chriilians fcarce met with a better fate :

numbers of them were butchered; the hofpital of St.

John was plundered, and thefe barbarians, fierce and
cruel in their nature, would have deftroyed the holy

fepulchre, had not their avarice reftrained their impie-

ty. The fear of lofmg the revenues raifed upon the

pilgrims of the weft, preferred the tomb of our Savi-

oui*. But thefe infidels, to gratify at once their ava-

rice and their hatred to every thing that bore the

name of Chrif^ian, loaded them with heavier tributes;-

fo that tiie pilgrims, after having fpent all tlieir mo-
ney in the courfe of fo long a voyage, or being ftrip-

ped by robbers, and v/orn out with hunger and mi-

feries of all fort?, at laft, for want of ability to dif-

charge fuch cxceiTive tributes, periflied at the gates

of Jerufalem, without being able to obtain of thefe

barbarians the confolation only of feeing, before they

expired, the holy fepulchre, the only obj eft of their

vows, and the end of fo tedious a pilgrimage.

Such as efcaped from under thefe cruel opprefll-

ons, did not fail at their return to Europe to give fad

defcriptions of them. They reprefented in the moft

moving colours the indignity offuffering the holypla-

ces to remain under the dominion of infidels. But
the

* Soli etiam Dominici fcpulcrl templo, ejufque cultoiluus chri-

flianis parcebant, propter tributa quce ex oblatione iidelium aflidue

CIS fidcliterque folvebantur, una cum ccclefia fanftae Maris ad

Latinos quse etiam tributaria erat. Alb. Aquenf. 1. 6. p. 281.
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die power of thefe Barbarians was fo formidable, the

Greek empire fo weakened, and moreover the princes

of Europe fo remote and difunited among themleh^es,

that the delivery of Jerufalem v/as looked upon as an

impradicable attempt. /jfi. «

Yet a fingle man called Peter the Hermit, o; the J^
[j^

diocefs of Amiens, who had himfelf experienced part ff*^>^^,

of the miferies before mentioned, formed the bold de-

fio-n of recovering the Holv Land into the hands^ or

the Chriilian prnices. He £ril addreffed himfelf to

Simeon the Greek patriarch, a prelate of great piety.

And as the hermit founded part of his views upon

the eaftern Chriftians, and the power of the Greek em-

pire, the patriarch replied, he faw plainly that he

fpoke of the forces of that empire as a ftranger, and

without knowing them ; adding, that nothing was

now left of that great tide but an empty name, and a

dignity without power ; that the Turcomans, taking

advantage of the weaknefs of the emperors, and of

the divifions and inteiline wars that were continu-

ally breaking out in the empire, had lately feized^

on moft of the provinces fituated upon the coail:^ ot

the Euxine fea, and, as a monument of their victo-

ries, had given them the name of Turcomania ; that

the other provinces of the empire were ravaged in their ',

turns, fometimes by the inroads of Barbarians, and

frequently for want ofpay, by the very Christian troops

placed there for their defence ; that the grandees of the

empire, in hopes of mounting the throne, had moft of

them no other thought than how to raife feditions in

the imperial city, or debauch the armies into rebellion;

that the emprelles, who never reckoned chaftity among,

the virtues, had often made the imperial dignity ferve

as a recompence to their adulterers; that even the eu-

nuchs of the palace, monfters that are neither men nor
women, had, by their intereft and intrigues, a great

fhare in thefe revolutions, and that within thirty years

paft they had feen no lefs than ten emperors upon the
throne of the great Conilantine, mcll of whom end -

e-d their reign by a tragical death, oi: at leall v/ith the.

B 3 lofs^
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Ms of their eyes ; and if any were fufFered to \we or
enjoy the ufe of their fight, it was only becaufe they
were-defpifed to fuch a degree, that being fent to a
monaikry, tliey were not reckoned any longer in the
number of the living; that the emperor Michael Du-
cat, furnamed Parapinaces, had been dethroned by
Nicephorus Botoniates ; and the ufurper, to fecure the
erown to himfelf, had made prince Conftantine Ducas
(cWtiX fon ofMichael, and husband to Helena, daugh-
ter of Guifcard the Norman) an eunuch; that the em-
peror Alexis Comnenus, who was then upon the throne,
had made his way to it by the like treacheries, and by^

rebelling againft Botoniates, whom he had depofed in
his turn; that this new emperor was indeed a man
of capacity, but more feared by his fubjefts than by his
neighbours; and that, after all, fo far was any one
from having reafon to flatter himfelfwith the fufficien-

cy of this prince's power to fettle the Chriftians again
in Jerufalem, that he was hard put to it to flop the
progrefs of the arms of the Turcomans, who had
lately feized on Nice, which the Selgeucidians of the
third idynafty had made the capital of that particular

monarchy ; that in another quarter, Alexis was en-
gaged in war .with Robert Guifcard, count or duke
of Calabria, and Bohemund his ioriy Norman princes,

and irreconcileable enemies to the Greeks ; that they
had taken the field and ravaged the territories of the
empire, to revenge themfelves on Alexis for his impri-
fonment and cruel ufage ofthe princefs Helena, daugh-
ter to Guifcard, and wife to Conftantine Ducas; that
thefe two Norman princes, enraged at his perfidiouf-

nefs, and for the delivery of the princefs, had invad-
ed Thrace, cut Alexis's armies in pieces, and would
have dethroned him in his turn, had not other affairs,

which they were obliged to attend, called them back
for a time into Italy ; but that the emperor was in

continual apprehenfions that the thunderbolt to hurl

him from his throne would be lanced from that houfe.

The patriarch from this difcourfe concluded, that

in order to deliver the Holy Land out of the hands of

the
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the infidels, no afliftance was to be expefted from the

Greeks, and that nothing but a league of the Latin

princes could make fo difficult an enterprize fucceed.

This propofal llartled the hermit ; but far from abat-

ing his zeal, tho' he forefaw all the difficulties attend-

in^ it, he ftill flattered himfelf that they might be got

over with the affiilance and prote«5tion of the pope. The
patriarch by his advice wrote to the head of the church

in the moll moving terms. The hermit undertook to

deliver his letters, took fhapping at the port of Joppa
or Jafa, arrived in Italy, prefented the patriarch's let-

ters to the poope, and laid before him, with tears in his

eyes, the miferable condition that the Chriilians of

Jerufalem were reduced to. He added, that the Ara-

bians or Sarazens had built a mofque upon the old

ruins ofthe famous temple of Solomon; that the ve-

nerable church of the holy fepulchre, under the domi-

nion of the Turcomans, was every moment in danger

of the like profanation ; that the ChriHian women and

viro-ins were often expofed to the brutality of thofe Bar-

barians ; and if any youths fell into their power, they

had reafon to be afraid of infamxies more infupportable

than death itfelf ; in line, that the Holy Land, watered

formerly with the precious blood of the Saviour of
mankind, was entirely reduced under their tyranny;

yet it was not impoffible to refcue it from that fcanda-

lous llavery, v/ould he but vouchfafe to engage moft

of the European princes in an enterprize fo worthy of

his zeal and piety.

The pope that the hermit applied to was Urban H.
a Frenchman by birth, and born at Chattillon on the

Mame. Though the air and habit of a fmgle hermit

did not prepofiefs him in his favour
i yet his holinefs

heard him out with much humanity, and was the lefs

furprized at the greatnefs of his projedl, bec^ufe pope
Gregory VIL a pcnciff who imagined himfelf the fo-

vereign of kings, and w:hofe vail attempts had no
bounds, had likeways formed a deiign of obliging all

the Chriftian princes by his authority to take up arms

againll the Mahometans. Urban, who, upon the death

of
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oA^idor III. had juft fucceeded him, had no lefs zeal'

than he ; but being more rcgalar in his views, he d'd'

not think it proper to declare himfelf, till he had
firft founded the difpofition, and examined into the

forces of the princes of Europe. This prudent con-

duct was founded upon the general difcontent which
the emperors and m.onarchs ofChrillendom had fhewn^

at the odious pretenfions of Gregory, who, under co-

lour of a fpiritual authority, which they could not

difpute, had attempted to reduce all fovereign Princes

to the condition of his tributaries and vaffals. Urban,
it is likely, was very fenfible, that at a time of fo^

much uneafmefs and difcontent, when every thing'

that came from the court of Rome might be fufpedled

of a fecret ambition, it was not proper to make ufe of
his own name and authority openly to oblige the

Chriilian princes to take up arms, for fear the defign

fhould mifcarry. He refolved therefore firil to have
only the necelTity and merit of it recommended from'

the pulpit. With this view, calling the hermit, and
extolling highly his zeal, he exhorted him to travel

over moil of the provinces of Chriftendom, and ftir

up fovereigns and their fubjefts toarm'forrefcuing the

Holy Land from the dominion of the infidels; and
the pope, at taking leave, gave him to underhand,

that if his mifTion fucceeded well, they might depend
on the fpiritual treafures of the church, and even pow-
erful fuccours of men and money Ihould not be want-

ing to thofe who would engage in fo holy an enter-

prize.

Th e hermit, difmiiTed with his holinefs's bleffino-,

traverfed all Europe in lefs than a year's time. Where-
ever he went he put every thing in motion : the. tragi-"

cal defcriptions that he gare of the profanation of-the

holy places; his lively and pathetick exhortations;

his long and uncouth beard ; his walking barefoot

;

his auftere life ; his exceffive abltinence, and even the

money which he received only to give away immedi-

ately to the poor; all this made him be regarded as a

faint and a pi:ophet, and the great world as well as

the
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the poj^ulace, burnt with impatience to go to the Ho-
ly Land to revenge the outrages of the infidels upon
Jefus Chrift.

The pope having notice of this furprizing 1095.
fuccefs, refolved to declare himfelf. He called

two councils the fame year, one at Placentia in Italy^

the other at Clermont in Auverp-ne. At the council

in Placentia there were no lefs than four thoufand ec-

clefiallicks, and more than thirty tlioufand laity of
different conditions ; but what was fall more e.xtraor-

dinary, was to fee (during the fchifm) fom.e Greek em-
bafTadors there. The emperor Alexis Comnenus had
ient them to implore the aifiilance of the Latins againil

the Turcomans, who, after feizing on the city of

Nice, threatned Calcedon, and even Conltantinople

itfelf, with a fiege. The pope took occafion from this

embafTy to bewail the miferies of the eaft, and efpecial-

jy of Palefline, which was fallen under the ilavery of

thofe Barbarians. At the account given by thefe em-
bafiadors of their cruelties, the whole affembly rang

with indi?nation and rap-e. A thcufand confufcd

voices were heard, crying out, tiiattiiey mult go and

defend their brethren in Chrill Jefus. The pope ex-

horted them to remember this their generous refoluti-

on when the proper time came for putting it in execu-

tion.

The fame zeal diftino-uiflied itfelf in the council

of Clermont ; where were prefent a great number of

prelates, princes and nobility, moll of them French,

or vafials of the crown of France. After a difcourfe

infinitely moving, made by the pope to perfuade the

Chriftians to an expedition for delivering the Holy
Land, out of the hands of the Mahometans, the whole

affembly cried out as it were by concert, Dieu le veut,

Dieu le veut, [ God 'nxill ha've it fo ; God iviU hwve

it fo%\ and thefe three words ferved afterwards for a

device and fhout of w^ar in the army : and for the di-

ftinguifhing of fuch as engaged in this holy enterprize,

it was ordered, thr.t they ihould wepj: a red crofs on
their right Ihoulder.

As
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- A s foon as the council vv?.3 broke up, the bifhops

who had affiled at it, returning to their diocefTes, be-

gan to preach the croilade, and did it v/ith fuch fuc-

cefs, that all the world v/as for taking the voyage of"

Afia. It looked as if there had been no other way
to heaven but this ; they ftrove who fliould fet out

firll ; princes, lords, gentlemen, citizens and peafants,

every one quitted with joy what he held moll dear,

wife, children and parents, fa true is it, that menfeeni'

only made to imitate one another.

In truth, all that took upon them the crufade were
not led by the fame motives : fevcral went into the eail

only out of intertfted views, and in hopes of fettling

there ; fome enrolled themfelves in this holy militia,

only to avoid the imputation of cowardice; others

engaged in it out of levity, for company, and becaufe

they would not part with their relations and friends.

The very women did the fame, that they might not

be feparated from their lovers ; in a word, the monk and
the reclufe tired cut with their cells, the peafant wea-
ry of his labour, all blinded by the feeble glittering of

a falfe zeal, abandoned their uation and former cal-

ling ; all which in truth formed a prodigious number
of crufaders. But amidli this multitude of people of
various conditions, there were men indeed in abun-

dance, yet but few foldiers ; and fuch an enterprize

v/ould have mifcarried in its very infancy, even before

the militia of the crufade had got out of Europe, had.

they not been fullained by great bodies of regular

troops, commanded by princes and lords of confum-
mate valour and experience, and animated by a pure

zeal for delivering the Holy Land out of the hands
of the infidels.

Among thefe lords were reckoned up' Raiment,
of St. Giles, count of Thouloufe, the firll who took
the crofs, and who had already fignalized himfelf in

Spain, at the^head of the armies of Alphonfo VI. a-

gainft the Arabians and Sarazens of Africa ; Hugh
furnamed the Great, brother to Philip I. king of

France,
« Baldric.
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and count of Vermandois in right of his Wife ; Ro-
bert, Duke of Normandy, brother to William Rufiis,

king of England ; Robert, count of Flanders ; Ste-

phen, count of Charters and Blois ; Godfrey of Bou-
logne, count of the lower Lcrrain or Brabant, with
his brothers Euftace and Baldwin ; Baldwin du Bourg
their coufm, and fon to the count of Retel, befides

a great number of other lords and gentlemen, m.olt of
them fubjedts or vaffals of the crown of France, who
fold their cattle and lands on that cccafion, to furnifh

the expence of this armament.
J.

None of the kings of Europe appeared in this firft

expedition. Henry IV. fon of Conrad II. furnam-

ed the Salique, was at that time emperor of Germa-
ny : and whether we confider his dignity, or refleft

upon his fmgular bravery, his great experience in the

comm.and of his armies and forces, there was not in

all Chriftenaom a prince more worthy to be at the

head of the crufade. But in all appearance he was
detained in his own dominions by the difFerences-

which had broke out between the popes and empe-
rors, and had for more than fifty years been tear-

ing the church aud the empire in pieces. The form

of giving inveiliture of the great ecclefiallical digni-

ties was the pretence ; but the fovereignty of Rome
and Italy was the true reafon ofthefe differences. The
popes, placed in that high degree of temporal power,

to which the liberality of the kings of France had
raifed them, could not bear to hear fpeak of the rights

which the kings of the Romans and the emperors of

the well had exercifed formerly in Rome, and over the

rell of Italy. FIcnce arofe fchifms, wars and infurrec-

tions, which hindered the emperor from leaving Ger-

many and the center of his dominions. The effe-

minacy and a criminal attachment which Philip I.

king of France, had for Bertrade, wife of Fulk le Re-

chin, count of Anjou, detained him in his kingdom.

To fay nothing of William Rufus, king of England,

fon of William the Baflard, duke of Normandy, who
had conquered the Englifii, a haughty/ and refllefs na-

tion,
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tion, jealous of their liberty, and impatient of any go-

vernment, more cfpecially of a foreign one ; fo that to

be abfent at fuch a didance, in the beorinning of a new
reign, would have been contrary to all the rules of pru-

dence. As for the kings of Caflile, Arragon and Na-
varre, they were too much taken up in defending their

own dominions from the Arabians and Sarazens of

Spain, to dream of any other enterprizes.

Spain, fmce the invafion of the Sarazens, was be-

come as it were the theatre of a continual crufade ; and
the braveil of all the European nobility repaired ordi-

narily thither, to make their firil elTay in arms againit

thofe infidels. In tliis armament therefore for the Holy
Land, tliere were fcarce any but private princes and
French lords, whofe fathers, or at moft their grandfa-

thers, taking advantage of the decline of the houfe of
Charlemagne, and by virtue of their feoffments, had,

from private governors of cities or provinces, erecTced

themfelves infenfibly into fovereigns of their govern-

ments. Such was the origin of the many principali-

ties, which at the end of the fecond, and beginning of
the third race, had difmembered this powerful monar-
chy.

In the mean time, the princes who had ta- 1096,
ken the crofs began their march from all parts.

The Venetians, Genoefe and Pifans, commonwealths
powerful at fea, tranfported part of them into Greece.

The general rendezvous was in the plains nearConHan-
tinople. The famous Bohemund, v/ho had already

made war with fuch glorious fuccefs upon the Sara-

zens, and even upon the emperor Alexis, was at that

time befieging a caflle in the Terra di Lavoro with
count Roger his uncle. No fooner did he receive the

iirft nev/s of the croifade, with the number and quali-

ty of the principal lords engaged in it, than, tranfport-

ed with zeal, and feizcd with a pious rage, he cut in

pieces his coat of arms, and made it into crofies, tak-

ing the lirft himfelf, and diiiributing the rell to his

principal officers. Among thefe lords were the brave

Tancred his nephew, the counts Ranulph and Richard

his
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his coufins, Herman de Cani, Humfrey fon of Ro-
dolph, Robert de Sourdeval, and a great number of

,

other gentlemen, all Normans by birth or defcent,

whofe fathers or themfelves had, at the expence of the

Sarazens and Greeks, made confiderable fettlements in

Apulia, Calabria and Sicily. As thefe illufirious ad-

venturers, or their defcendants, will bear a great part

in the courfe of this hiftory, we think ourfelves oblig-

ed to give a ihort account, on what occafion they tran-

fported themfelves from the heart of Normandy, and
fettled in the lower Italy.

About the year icooor 1003, forty Nor- 1003.

man gentlemen, all warriors,who had fignaliz-

ed themfelves in the armies of the dukes of Normandy,
returning from the pilgrimage ofthe Holy Land, arriv-

ed in Italy without arms, and only with their ftaff and
chaplet, the ufual equipage of pilgrims, and which our

kings themfelves in the following crufades went to re-

ceive at St. Dennis. Thefe Norman pilgrims hearing

that 'the town of Salerno was befieged by the Sara-

zens, were prompted by a religious zeal to throw
themfelves into the place. Guimard was prince of it,

and fliut up in it. He furniflied them with arms and hor-

fes ; and thefe ftrangers made fo many unexpefted and .

vigorous fallies upon the infidels, that they obliged

them to raife the liege. The prince of Salerno, ad-

miring the bravery of thefe Normans, and their skill

in the art of war, offered them rich prefents, and
made a propofal of confiderable fettlements, in order

to retain them in his fervice. But thofe gentlemen,

called home by the love we naturally bear to our coun-

try, refufed every thing that was offered them j and
told him, they had no other view in taking up arms
but the glory of God and the defence of religion. Up-
on their departure, Guimard is faid to have fent de-

puties after them, who, to excite the zeal and courage

of the Norman gentry, and to engage them to come
and fettle in Italy, carried into that province fluffs

of great value, magnificent furniture for horfes, and
even pomegranates, oranges, lemons and almonds,

Vol. I. C
~

which
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which they prefented to feveral gentlemen, as a proof

of the mildnefs of their climate, and the goodnefs of the

foil, wherein they had the oiFer of lands and Caftles *.

A GREAT number ofthe Normans, tempted by the

promifes of thefe envoys, took their wives and chil-

dren, and bid adieu to their country ; and during this

whole century, fomc or other of that nation were con-

tinually paihng into Italy. The moll: confiderable of

them were the fons of TuncrcddeHauteville, a gentle-

man in the neiglibourhood of Coutance in the lower

Normandy. He had twelve fons, all bearing arms :

The eldell, who ferved as a leader to thefe adventu-

rers, was called William, and furnamed Bras de iox,

or Iron arm, on account of liis great ftrength and va-

lour. Drogon or Dreux was the fecond ; Humfrey
the third ; Herman, Robert and Roger were the thrpe

laft. Hillory has not conveyed to us the names of the

other fons of Tancred, and we do not fo much as

know, whether they paiTed into Italy.

There were in this country three forts of go-

vernments, that of feme little princes, the old remains

of the I<ombards, and independent one of another

:

A fecond canton was fubjeft to the Greek emperors

;

but the Sarazens had ufurped the greater part of it.

The fons of Hauteville foon formed a third power,

which fwallowed up all the reft. The Italians and
Greeks were, as we have obferved, the people who
had called them in to their fuccour againft the Sara-

zens.

The Norm.ans of Italy, united together under the

banner of the fons of Hauteville, entered into the fer-

vice of the Greeks, carried towns, won battles, and by

their heroick aftions, drove the infidels out of moll

of the places which they were poffefled of. But they

were ill recompensed for it. The Greeks, who had cal-

led them in to their fuccour, inconftant and jealous

of the pov/er they infenfibly acquired in the country,

made ufe of the worft of treacheries to deftroy the

leaders of that nation. The fons of Hauteville were

under

• Guill. Gemet, I. 7.
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under a neceffity of Handing upon their defence again fl

fuch fcoundrel enemies, and did it with their ufual va-

lour, and fuch a train of fuccefs, that after num-
berlefs fatigues, dangers and engagements, they took

Calabria, Apulia and. Sicily from the Greeks; and

perhaps were not forry to have been furnifhed with

the pretence of an advantageous vengeance, and the

opportunity of feizing on tiiofe rich countries. Upon
this they divided thofe great provinces between them :

Robert Guifcard had the county of Calabria, and

was afterwards the moft powerful of all the brothers :

He was called Guifcard, on account of his dexterity,

and the llratagems that he ufed in war ; and we are

now going to fee prince Bohemund his eldeft fon, fo

formidable already to the Greeks for his valour, di-

xlinguifh himfelf as much againil the infidels by his

conduft and management, and acquire a new glory

in the eail.

This prince, before his departure, and in view of

making a powerful acquilition in Aila, refigned his

rights ofprimogeniture to his younger brother, named
Rop-er after his uncle; referving to himfelf no other

refource but the city of Tarento, and the hopes of

making new conquefcs in the eaft. After this he crof-

ed the fea, at the head of ten thoufand horfe, and a

great body of foot, and upon his landing, advanced

tovv^ards Conllantinople, in order to join t\\Q other

troops of the crufade. The pope v^^rote at the fame

time to the emperor of Conllantinople, that above three

hundred thoufand men were marching to his fuccour,

and to deliver the holy places out of the hands of the

infidels. He mentioned to him the principal chieftains

of the crufade, and exhorted him to be expeditious in

giving the neceffary orders for the fubfiilence of tliefe

troops. They arrived in rank and file fucceffively from
different places ; and at a general review, made in

the plains of Conllantinople, they muilered an hundred
"thoufand horfe, and no lefs than fix hundred thoufand

foot, including prieils, monks, and an infinite number
of vv^omen in mens cloaths, moll of which, to the

C 2 fcandal
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fcandal of Chriftianity, proftituted themfelv^es to the

foldiers.

The Greek emperor, inllead of a competent fuc-

cour which he had asked, was llrangely furprized to fee

his dominions over-run with fuch innumerable troops,

as were in a condition to prefcribe to him in the very

capital of his own empire. Alexis was more particu-

larly afraid of Bohemund, whofe valour and condud
he had felt; and to get rid of thefe allies, more ter-

rible to him than open enemies, he refolved to gain

the chiefs by carelTes and prefents, and at the fame
time to leave no ilone untryed to cut off provifions

from the foldiers, and defcroy fuch as ftroiled from
their colours in fearch of them. By this artful con-

du6l, without declaring himfelf openly, he did the

Latins more mifchief, than all the forces of the Tur-
comans put together.

By his orders, they carried every day prefents and
rcfrelhm.ents to the princes of the crufade; nay, to re-

move all kind of fufpicion, he would needs engage

hiimfelf in it: he took the badge with great folemnity,

and, by a treaty with the European princes, obliged

himfelf to join his fleet with that of the Latins ; to

furnifn them with provifions as far as Jerufalem, and
to repair in perfon to the main body of the army, at

the head of his troops, in order to aft in concert a-

gainft the infidels, whether Turcomans, Arabians or

Sarazens.

Those of the crufade, blinded by thefe fine promlf-

es, agreed, on the other hand, to reilore him Nice,

which the Turcomans had lately feized, and fuch o-

ther places belonging to the empire as they fhould re-

cover from the Barbarians ; or at leaft, in cafe the

Latins were for keeping them, it was agreed that

they fhould do homage to him for them. In purfu-

ance of this treaty, feveral weftern lords, hoping to

make them.felves mailers of fome principalities in the

eaft, took the oath of fidelity to him beforehand.

The emperor, notwithflanding thefe precautions,

being Hill uneafy to fee a formidable army at the

gates
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gates of his capital, and in a condition to prefcribe to

him what terms they pleafed even in his own palace,

was continually prelBng the chiefs to lofe no time in

entering Bithynia, that, as he pretended, they might

furprize and get the flart of the infidels : he even fur-

nifhed them with a great number of tranfports for

that purpofe. The princes, deceived by this appear-

ance of zeal for the common caufe, pafTed the Bof-

phorus, and, after fome days march, inveft-

ed Nice. Soliman the Turcoman of the May 14.

Selgeucidian race, a relation ofTogrul-beg, 1097.

and fultan of Iconium, had thrown a ftrong

garrifon into Nice.* The attack was brisk, and the

defence very obftinate; the Turcomans disputed the

ground inch by inch, and only yielded to a formidable

power, which no place feemed able to hold out a-

gamll. The governor, after a feige of thirty four days,

furrendered Nice to the Latin Chriftians, who, pur-

iuant to their treaty with the Greek emperor,

fairly delivered it up to the officers of that June 20.

prince, with the wife and children of Soli-

man, who, by the capitulation, remained prifoners

of war.

Alexis was not fo much affefted with the taking

of Nice, as he was alarmed at the valour and courage

which thofe of the crufade had fhewn in the attack.

He made no quellion but they would foon fubdue the

greater part of Ana ; and were he to chufe his neigh-

bours, he was for thofe that he thought the weakell,

and no longer dreamed of any thing but making a fe-

cret alliance with the infidels, to traverfe the conquells

of the Latin Chriftians, which now appeared to him
the more formidable of the two.

With this view, he reilored Soliman his^wlfe and
children, as an earneft of the friendihip he was de-

iirous to contraft with him. They entered into a
ilrift alliance ; and the perfidious Greek, in execution
of this fecret treaty, far from going in perfon to the

Chrillian arm.y, fupplying it with provifions, or join-

C 3. ing

^ Bibl. orient, 0. 822.
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ing his fleet to that of the Latins, according to his en-
gagements in the treaty of Conftantinople, gave private

o rders to the generals of his army to keep clofe to that

o^ the Latins ; and his troops, in concert with thofe of
Soliman, cut in pieces the foldiers that ftfaggled, either

to feek provifions, or to go a foraging.

The fultan did not rely fo entirely on the treaty

he had jull made with the emperor, but that he
thought at the fame time ofprocuring fuch fuccours as

were more to be depended on. For this purpofe he
made application to the fultans of Antioch, Aleppo,
Bagdat and Perfia, all princes of his own nation, of
the fame houfe, and interefted as neighbours to pre-
vent his ruin. Thefe princes immediately levied vaft

armies ; and if, on the one hand, all France in a
manner had paiTed into the eaft with thofe of the cru-
fade, it looked on the other hand, as if the greatell

part of Afia had taken up arms on this occafion.

So general and vaft an armament alarmed the ca-
liph of Egypt, whofe empire extended into Syria, and
as far as Laodicea. This prince, an Arabian by de-
fcent, and chief of the fed of Ali, fearing leaft the
Turcomans, who acknowledged the caliph of Bao-dat

for their head in fpirituals, fhould, under pretence of
oppoiing the Latin Chriftians, turn their arms ap-ainll

him, fent ambaffadors to the princes of the crufade,

to propofe a league againil all the Turcomans. And
as he was fenfible that the conqueft ofJerufalem was
the main view of the Chriftian army, it was ftipulated

by a treaty, that he fliould declare himfelf againfl
their common enemies -, that each of them fliould fe-

parately attack the Turcomans ; that the capital of
Judca fliould, with all its dependencies, be put into

the hands of the Latin Chriftians ; that for his part

he fliould refume the pofleffion of the other places
which the Turcomans had taken from him ; and if

they extended their conquefts to the territories of the
enemy, they fliould be divided equally between them,*

The
• Raymond d'Agil,



Hijiory of the Knights of }slhLT a'. Jt

Th e Chriflian princes having figned this treaty,

fent it back to the caliph by his ambafTadors, together

with others from themlelves, to affill in their name at

the ratification of it.

But the politick caliph, who was for regulating

his condufl by events, detained the ambafTadors at his

court upon various pretences, to fee, before he de-

clared himfelf more openly, on which fide the vidtory

would turn.

By the treaty between the princes of the crufade

and the emperor Alexis, they were obliged, as we
have faid, to put into his hands all fuch imperial

towns as they fhould take from the infidels, or elfe to

hold them ofhim as his vafTals: and the em.peror, for his

part, was to fend his troops to the main body of the

army, and fupply the Latins with provifions till the

taking of Jerufalem.

But as the Greek prince openly broke his word,

the princes of the crufade thought themfelves difcharg-

ed of their engagements. Thefe princes, after the tak-

ing of Nice, continued their march and their con-

quells, dividing their troops for their more eafy fub-

fiftence. Thole who commanded thefe different bo-

dies, feized on moft of the towns in Anatolia. All

Cilicia fell before them : Baldv/in, brother to Godfrey,

made himfelf mailer of the county ofEdefTa, the peo-
ple whereof, though fubjeft to the Turcomans, were
mofl of them Chriftians ; and, to flrengthen himfelf

againfl the infidels, he llruck up an alliance with an
Armenian prince, and married his niece.

The main army ofthe Latins advancing 061. 21.

into Syria, marched up to Antioch, and in-

veiled it. There was in the city a compleat army for

a garrifon ; and feveral bodies ofTurks, coming up to

relieve the place, kept the Chriflians themfelves in a
manner befieged. The fiege of Antioch at the end of
feven months was fcarce farther advanced than it v/as

the firll day, and they would have been obliged to
rife up, had it not been for the contrivance of Bohe-
mund, who gained one of the chief inhabitants. By

means
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means of this intelligence, one of the gates was open-

ed to him, and this prince, at the head of the troops

which he commanded, firft entered the place, and
planted his ftandards on the towers of Antioch. The
princes of the crufiide in requital, granted him the fo-

vereignty of it, and he preferved afterwards, by his va-

lour, a principality that he had acquired by his ma-
nagement ; a prince young and handfome, of a ready

capacity and infmuating behaviour, as great a politi-

cian as he was a foldier, and of whom the princefs

Anna, in the hillory of her father the emperor Alexis,

fays fo many good things, and at the fame time fo

many bad ones ; both perhaps becaufe fhe liked him
too well.

The taking of Antioch, and a fignal vido--

June 28. ry gained by Bohemund over Querbouca,

1098. general of Berearuc, fultan of Perlia, and
fon of Gellaleden, opened a free pafTage

to the conquell of Jerufalem. But the caliph ofEgypt
was beforehand with theChriflians. That infidel prince,

taking advantage of the confufion the Selgeacidians

were in, took the field, and recovered the capital of

Judea, which the Turcomans had feized about thirty

eight years before.

The caliph of Egypt, feeing the Chriftians and
Turcomans equally weakened by fuch a number of
fieges and engagements, found his interert had chang-
ed with his fortune. He fent their ambaffiidors back
to the princes of the criifade, without thinking fit to

ratify the treaty concluded with his minifters ; and
charged the Chriftian ambalTadors to tell their mafters,

that having been happy enough to recover with his

own forces alone a place which his predeceflbrs were
in poiTclTion of more than four hundred years, he knew
very well how to keep it without any foreign fuc-

cour ; but the gates of it fhould be ahvays open toChri-

iiian pilgrims, provided they came thither but in fmall

numbers, and without arms.

The princes of the crufade refenting this breach of

faith; and giving tlieinfelvcs little diflurbance about his

power.
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power, fent him word, that witk the fame keys with

which they had opened the gates of Nice, Antioch,

Tarfus and Edefia, they knew how to open thofe of

Jerufalem : And after refreihing their troops during

the winter-feafon and part of the fpring,

they marched ftraight to Jerufalem, and 1099.

arrived there the feventh of June, A. D. June 7.

1099.
Of that infinite number of the crufade which fet

out from Europe, which amounted to near feven hun-

dred thoufand men, the greateft part had either perifh-

ed in tlic field, were carried oir by ficknefs, or had
deferted their colours, without reckoning the garrifons

they were obliged to leave in Cilicia, the county of

EdefTa, and principality of Antioch ; fo that there

hardly remained twenty thoufand foot and fifteen hun-

dred horfe fit for fervice.

The caliph, or rather Aladin, fultan and general of

the caliph, had thrown forty thoufand regular troops

into the place, belides twenty thoufand inliabitants,

Mahometans by religion, whom he had obliged to

take up arms. The governor of the city ihut up the

Chriflians he fufpefted in diiferent prifons, and among
^

the reft, the adminiftrator of the hofpital of St. John
of Jerufalem.

He was a Frenchman, and named Gerard, born,

as fome hiftorians » relate, in the illand of Martigues

in Provence. A defire of vifiting the holy places had
brought him to Jerufalem, where feeing the charity

exercifed in -the hofpital of St. John, and being moved
with fo eminent an example, he had devoted himfelf

long before to the fervice of the pilgrims, at the fame
time that Agnes, a Roman lady of iiiuftrious birth, go-

verned the houfe appointed for the reception of per-

fons of her fex.

All pilgrims were admitted into the hofpital of St.

John without diftindion of Greek and Latin ; the

very infidels received alms there ; and the inhabitants

in general, of what religion foever they were, looked

upon
* Hiftoire ds Provence par Bouche, t. i. p. 32,
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upon the adminiftrator of the hofpital, as the common
father of all the poor of the city.

'TwAs this general efteem, and the fear left he
fhould make ufe of it in favour of the befieged, that

induced the governor to have him taken into cuftody.

That commander, to render the fiege more difticult,

caufed all the wells and ciilerns for five or fix miles

round the city to be filled up : at the fame time, he

demolilhed the fuburbs, and burnt all fuch timber be-

longing to the houfes as might ferve for making mili-

tary engines. But ail thefe precautions, the fortifica-

tions of the place, and a numerous garrifon, did not

hinder the Chriftians from fitting down before it.

\ ^ L^^^ This city, one of the finefi: in the eaft, and ever
*'

'famous for the mylleries of our redemption therein ac-

eomplifhed, had undergone feveral revolutions. No
body can be ignorant of all the horrors of the fiege

laid to it by Titus Vefpafian, who, Vv-ithout any fuch

ilciign, fulfilled the prophecies concerning it. The
temple was entirely demolifhed, even in fpite of the

conqueror himfelf. The emperor Adrian, after de-

llroying it a fecond time, rebuilt it again ; but then he

made it of lefs compafs, and changed its name to JE-
lia, becaufe he himfelf was called ^lius. Jerufalem

recovered its name and its former glory under Conftan-

tine the firft Chriftian emperor. Cofroes, grandfon of
another Cofroes, king: of Perfia, in the time of the em-
peror Phocas, laid the Holy City again defolate ; thir-

ty thoufand inhabitants were put to the fword, and the

famous church of St. Sepulchre was deftroyed. Hera-
clius, fuccefTor to Phocas, recovered Jerufalem, and
caufed the churches to be rebuilt. About the middle
of the feventh century it was taken, as we obferved

before, by the caliph Omar ; and the Sara^^en Maho-
metans had been mafters of it for near four hundred
years, Vv^hen the Turcomans drove them thence. The
fuitan of Egypt had retaken it during the fiege ofAn-
tioch. That which the princes of the crufade laid to

it lafted only five weeks. Godfrey of Bouillon threw

himfelf firft into the city by means of a wooden tov/er

which
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which he clapped to the walls. The count of Tho-
loufe, who commanded at another attack,

had the fame advantage; the whole army 1099.
crowded into the place; they put all that July i^.

made anv refiftance to the fword : and not

only fo, but fuch alfo as threw down their arms. A-
bove ten thoufand inhabitants, who had been promif-

cd quarter, were maffacred afterwards in cold blood ;

infants were inhumanly butchered at the breaft, and in

the arms of their mother; every thing * fwam in blood,

and the conquerors, tired at laft with {laughter, looked

on it themfelves with horror.

This military rage ceafed at length, and gave way
to more Chriftian fentiments. The chieftains, after the

neceflary precautions for the fecurity of their conqueft,

laid afide their arms, and v/ent barefoot, with their

foldiers after them, to proftrate themfelves before the

holy fepuichre. Nothing was to be heard in that fa-

cred place but fighs and groans. 'Twas a moving
fpedacle indeed to fee v/ith what devotion thefe foldi-

ers of the crufade vifited and killed the memorials of
our Saviour's fufFerings ; and, what is ftill more fur-

prizing, thefe tears and fentiments of piety came from
thofe very foldiers, who but a moment before had a-

bandoned themfelves to the mioll fhocking cruelties

:

fo true it is, that men are often led by principles en-

tirely oppoiite.

The next day the bilhops and priefts offered the

holy facrifiCe in the churches, to return thanks to God
for their happy fuccefs. They gave immediate ad-

vice of it to pope Pafchal II. who then filled the chair

of St. Peter, and ordered the day of its reduction to

be annually obferved as a folemn feftival for ever^

From the duties of religion, they pafled next to the

cares of government. The princes and lords'^ afTem-

bled to determine v.'ho fhould be inveiled with the fo-

vereignty of this conqueil. Every one, according to

his

* Chiiftianl cum paganis quinto belk) confevto, tanta in eos ca?-

de debacchati funt, ut in fanguine occifoium equitarint ufque ad

genua equoium, Sig. Gemblac. p. 611,
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liis inclination or interefts, propofed difFerent perfons

to fill that great dignity. Some named Raimond,

count of Tholoufe ; others Robert duke of Norman-

dy ; but at laft all their votes united in favour of God-
frey of Bouillon, a prince Hill more illuftrious lor his

piety than for his fingular valour. The heads of the

crufade conducted him in a folemn manner to the

church of the holy fepulchre, in order to crown him
there. But while the ceremony of inauguration was

performing, the religious prince refuied a crown of

gold which they offered him, protefting loudly, that

they fliouid never fee fo magnificent a crown upon his

head, in a place where the Saviour of the world was

crowned with one of thorns. He likeways abfolutely

refufed the auguft name of king, and took only the

fimple title of protedor, or defender of the holy fe-

pulchre.

In the mean time, the caliph of Egypt's general,

knowino- nothing of the taking of Jerufalem, was
marcliing at the head of his army to raife the fiege

;

but Godfrey prevented him. He advanced to meet

him, attacked him on the edge of the defarts which

divide Paleftine from Egypt, and beat and routed his

army. In acknowledgement, and for a memorial of this

new vidory, he founded a chapter of Latin canons in

the church of the holy fepulchre : he founded alfo an-

other fome time after in the church of the temple,

which ferved before for a mofque to the infidels, and
thefe canons in both churches followed the rule of St^

Auguftin, as cardinal James de Vitri, bifhop of Acre,

relates in his hiftory,^ an author, v/ho, in refpect of the

affairs of the eafc, ought to be regarded as the original

hiltorian.

The prince vifited next the houfe of the hofpitallers

of St. John, the firfl v/hich the Latin Chriftians ever

had in the city of Jerufalem. He was received there

by the pious Gerard, and the other adminiflrators of

the fame fraternity; and there he found a great num-
ber of the foldiers of the crufade, who had been

wounded
• Chap. ;o.
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Wounded in the iiege and carried thither, after the tak-

ing of the place : all of them agreed in extolling the

great charity of the hofpitallers, who fpared no pains

for their relief.

The cardinal de Vitri relates, that the bread of
thefe hofpitallers was made only of bran and the coar-

{^^ flower, whilit they referved the finell part for the

fullenance of the fick and wounded ; a circumftance

indeed inconiiderable enough, if any thing can be fo

that proceeds from an eminent fund of charity.

Several young gentlemen, who had jufl an happy
experience of it, renounced all thoughts of returning

into their own country, and devoted themfclves in.

the houfe of St. John to the fervice of the poor and
pilgrims. Among the illuilrious perfons of the cru-

fade, who took the habit of hofpitallers, were Rai-
mond, deputy of the province of Dauphiny ; Dudont
de Comps, of the fame province ; Gaftus or Caftus, of
the city of Berdeiz ; Canon de Montaigu, of the pro-
vince of Auvergne, and a great number befides.

Though Godfrey by this means loll fome gallant

men who had done him great fervices, he could not
but look upon their change with joy, and perhaps with
a pious emulation. But if the intereft and prefervati-

on of Jerufalem kept him Hill at the head of the ar-

my, he would at leaft contribute to the fupport of the
houfe of St, John, and therefore annexed to it the
lordfhip ofMontboire, with all its dependencies, which
was formerly part of his own demefne in Brabant.

Most of the princes and lords of the crufade fol-

lowed his example. The hofpital was in a little time
enriched with a great number of lands and manors, as

well in Europe as in Paleftine. This was in the hands
of the pious Gerard, a facred truft and certain fund for

the relief of all the diHrelTed. The holy
man was as yet only a mere fecular admi- Gerard
nillrator \ but after the taking of Jerufa- Redlor.
lem, the deiire of greater perfection induc-

ed him to propofe to the brothers and fillers of the
hofpital to cake a regular habit, and dedicate their life

in the hofpital to the fervice of the poor and pilgrims.

Vol. I. D The
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The brothers and fiflers of the fraternity of hofpi-

tallers, by his advice and example, renounced the
world, and took tlie regular habit, which is a plain

black robe, having a white linen crofs of eight points

failened to it on the left fide near the heart : And the
patriarch of Jerufalem, after frft clothing them with
it, received from them three folemn vows of the order,

which they made publickly at the foot of the holy fe-

pulchre.

Pope Pafchal 11. fome years after, confirmed this

new inilitntion, exempted the hqufe of Jerufalem, and
fuch as were dependent on it, from the payment of
tidies, confirmed all endowments made or to be made
in favour of the hofpital, and granted, by a fpecial or-

der, that after the death of Gerard, the hofpitallers

fliould have the fole right of electing a new fuperior,

without the interpofition of any power, either fecular

or ecclefiallical.

In the mean tim.e the foldiers of the crafade, having
refcned the Holy City from flavery, moH of them pre-

pared for their return to Europe. Of all that prodigi-

ous number that let out from thence, and entered Alia,

there f:aid only v/ith Godfrey two thoufand foot and
three hundred horfe that were attached to his fortune,

belides the brave Tancred, who would never abandon
him. Baldwin, brother tfo Godfrey, retired to EdeiTa

in Mefopotamia, of which he had made himfelf ma-
fter; Euitace, another brother of Godfrey's, returned

back to France ; and Bohemund being made prince

of Antioch, fixed his reiidence there.

Every one of thefe princes was attended with the

lords, gentlemen, officers and foldiers, who had come
to the Holy Land under -their Banner, and in order to

keep thefe gallant gentlemen with them, they procur-

ed them confiderable fettlements in their territories, as

a teftlmony and recompenfe of their valour ; and thefe

feveral principalities may be faid to be all inhabited

by a nation of conquerors.

The reft ofthe crufade,whom the love of their coun-

jfeij called back into Europe, returning home, publifh-

ed
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ci their conqucfts, and the wonders God had vouch-

iafed to work by their arms. There is no exprcffing

the tranfporc oft^ie people, and the eifefl this extraor-

dinary news had upon their minds. Qf all the nations

of chriftendom, and of all profeffions indifferently,

there were forming continually as it were new bri-

gades of pilgrims, who quitted their all to have the

fatisfadion of feeing the Holy City delivered from the

tyranny of the infidels. They were entertained in the

houfe of St. John, and found there a certain, and even

an aoreeable fubfiftence.

This flux and reflux of pilgrims, all of whom car-

ried back into their country teftimonies of the chari-

ty of the hofpitallers, occafioned them new benefaifti-

ons from moil of the princes of the weft ;. fo that there

was fcarce a province in Chrillcndom, where the houfe

of St. John had not large eftates, and very confiderable

fettlements.

It was not long before the pious Gerard caufed %
mao-nificent temple to be ere^led in honour of St. Tolm

the Baptiil, and in a place which, according to ancient

tradition, had ferved for a retreat to Zacharias, father

to that great faint. Near this church vv'ere built vari-

ous apartments and vafc buildings, fome for the hof-

pitallers to dwell in, and others to entertain the pil-

grims, and lodge the poor and lick. The hofpitallers

treated them all with equal charity ; they v/afhed with

pleafure the feet of the pilgrims, dre/Ted the fores of

the wounded, and attended the flck, whilft the holy

priefts belonging to the houfe adminiftred to them the

facraments of the church.

The zeal of the hofpitallers was not confined with-

in the city or territory of Jerufalem ; the headaisd fu-

perior of this grov/ing fociety extended his cares even
into the well : Out of the eltates, v/hich he poflefled

by the liberality of Chriilian princes, he founded hof-

pitals in the principal maritime provinces of Europe ;

and thefe houfes, v/hich were a fort of daughters to

that of Jerufalem, and may be looked upon as the firil

commanderies of this order, ferved to colled the pil-

D z grims
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grims in a body, who had devoted themfelves to the
voyage of the Holy Land. Care was there taken for

their embarkation \ they found fnips, guides and con-

voys; at the fame time that other care was taken of fuch

as fell fick, and were not in a condition to continue fa

long a voyage.

Such were the houfes of St. Giles in Provence, Se-

vil in Andalufia, of Tarento in Apulia, MefTma in Si-

cily, and abundance- of others, which pope Pafchal II.

took afterwards, like that of Jerufalem, under the parti-

cvilar proteiftion of the holy fee, and which his fuccef-

ibrs honoured with various privileges.

Whilst this new order was thus recommendine it-

felf no lefs in Europe than In Afia, Godfrey of Bouil-

lon, to reduce a confufed military government to feme
form and regularity, called a kind of aiiembly of the e-

Itates of the kingdom, where he enacted new laws, the

colledion ofwhich, commonly called the alfize of Je-
rufalem, v/as figned by that prince, and fealed with his

coat of arms ; and becaufe this colleftion Vv'as lodged

in the church of the holy fepulchre, it was generally

called the writings of the holy fepulchre. The' prince,

after cares fo worthy of a fovereign, took the field a-

gain, and made himfelf mafter of Tiberias, and the o-

ther towns fituated on the lake of Gennefareth, and of

the greateft part of Galilee, the government of which
he gave to Tancred.

Godfrey would have reduced all Paleiline, if a

contagious ficknefs had not Hopped the progrefs of his

^rnis. He died with the fame fentiments of piety that

had brought him to the Holy Land ; and by
1 1 oo. his death the Sarazens were rid of a formi-

July 1 8. dable enemy, and the Chriftians loft a noble

champion and great commander. He left

two brothers behind him, whofe names were Euftace

and Baldwin ; but as the eldeft was returned into Eu-
rope, the younger, then count of Edella, was fentfor to

fucceed him ; and this prince, before he went to Je-

rufalem, refigned that large territory to the count du
Bourg his coufm.

Baldwih
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Baldwin aflumed the majeftick title ofking, which

Godfrey of Bouillon, out of a fpirit of piety, ^had re-

fufed to accept. Baldwin was not perhaps inferior to

his brother in valour ; but his courage was not fup-

ported by an equal capacity in the condudl of an ar-

my. He was more a foldier than a general, and not

very fcrupulous in converling with vvomen ; \yhicn

lail was the principal failing of this new fucceilbr of

David.

This prince, who is reckoned the firft king of Je-

rufalem, was in war all his reign, and engaged with

various fuccefs, often victorious, fometimes beaten, but

never difcouraged from fighting. After a defeat, he

returned the next day to attack the infidels, and never

let either his own foldiers or his enemies reft ; he be-

Heged and took Ptolemais or Acre, a famous city and

harbour.

During his reign the city of Tripoli in iioi.

Syria, after a fiege of four years, furrendered

to Sourdain nephew to Raimond, count of Tholoufe,

who delivered it up afterwards to Bertrand, the count's

natural fon. The king on his fide took Sidon and Be-

rytus ; and all the places along the coaft yielded to

the force of his arms, except Tyre alone, \yhich he was

defigning to befiege ; when afiier a reign of

eighteen years, a dyfentery, occafioned by the 1 1 1 8.

fatigues of vv^ar, carried him to his grave.

Bald WIN du Bourg, or Bafdwin II. his coufin, count

ofEdeffa, fucccededhim in the crov/n of Jerufalem, as

he had done before in that county, v/hich he refigned

likeways in his turn to Jofceline de Courtenay his

kinfman. Baldwin, following the fteps ofthe tv/o prin-

ces his predecefTors, thought only of preferving by
new conquefts the crown which they had acquired for

him. But whilft this prince by his valour kept the

infidels at a diftance from the capital of Ju-
dea, the hofpitallers loft the bleifed Gerard, 1118.
the father of the poor and pilgrims. That
virtuous man, after having arrived to an exceeding old

age, expired in the arms of his brethren, almoft with-

D 3 out
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out any ficknefs, and fell, as we may fay, like a fruit

ripe for eternity.

The hofpitallers affembled after his death to chufe

him a fucceffor, purfuant to the

-Raimond DupuY bull ofpope Pafchal II. There
firfc military Grand- was no divifion upon the point

;

mailer. ail their votes united in favour of

brotherRaimondD up uy, a gentle-

man of the Province of Dauphiny, of an illulbious

houfe, v.'hich after fo many ages, is frill fubfifting at

this day under the name ofDnpuy Montbrun.
The ble/Ied Gerard, to engage the hofpitallers in.

the fervice of the poor and pilgrims, contented himfelf

with infpiring into them fentiments of charity and hu-
mility. His fucceflbr thought it neceffary to enforce

the duty by particular ftatutes ; and with the confent

of the whole chapter, drew them up in fuch a manner,
that they feemed to have been made only to fecure in

that holy houfe a more fure and ftrid obfervance of the

folemn vows of their profeilion.

The new mailer of the hofpitallers formed a defiga

of adding to thefe and the duties of hofpitality, an ob-

ligation to take up arms for the defence of the holy

places ; and he refolv^cd to draw out of his houfe a mi-

litary body, and a fort of a perpetual crufade, who
were to be fubjedl to the orders of the kings of Jerufa-

lem, and to make a particular profeffion of fighting a-

^ainfl the infidels.

For the clearing up of a fa(ft fo important to the

Order v/hofc hillory we write, it muft be obferved, that

what was called at that time the kingdom of Jerufa-

lem, conMed only of that capital, and fome other ci-

ties, feparated for the moll: part by places ftill in pof-

felTion of the infidels, fo that the Latins could not pafs

from one to the other without danger, or a large guard.

The country too about thefe Chrillian towns v/as ftill

inhabited by Mahometan pcafants. who looking on the

Chriftians as enemies to their relieion, alTaiTmated and

robbed them, v/henever they could furprize them with

advantage and without danger of difcovery. The La-

tins were fcarce more fecure in the boroughs and tows
that
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that were not walled ; robbers entered them by night

and cut the throats of the inhabitants j and what was
yet more grievous, this little ilate was ftill in a man-
ner beneged on all iia^s, either by the Turcorrians or

by the Sarazens of Egypt, two formidable powers,

who, without a6ling in concert, had yet neither of
them any other view but to drive the Chriftians out

of Syria and Paleftine. Thus were the Latins obliged

to maintain an almoll continual war : and in the win-

ter feafon, when the armies were no longer able to

keep the field, diiFerent parties of infidels were perpe-

tually haraffmg the country; deftroying all before

them with fire and fword, mafTacring the men, and

carrying the women and children away into an odious

flavery.

The mafter of the hofpital, touched with thefe ca-

lamities, and feeing himfelf at the head of a great bo-

dy of hofpitallers, Ibrmed the moft noble, and withal

the moil extraordinary defign, that ever entered into

the mind of a monk, tied down by his profeffion to

the fervice of the poor and fick.

God, who had infpired Raimond with this noble

projeiSl, had given hirn all the qualities proper to make
it fucceed ; an illuflrious birth, exalted fentiments,

laree and extended views, and an ardent zeal, which
made him wiih for an opportunity of facrificing his

own life to fave that of a Chriilian,

He was every moment reprefenting to himfelf the

great num.ber of the inhabitants of Palelline furprized

and murdered by the infidels, others of them groaning

in irons, the women and virgins expofed to tlie bruta-

lity of robbers, and the debauches of thefe barbari-

ans, yet more infupportable than their cruelties ; in a

word, the Chriftians in general, either to avoid tor-

ments, or to fave their life or honour, expofed to the

temptation ofrenouncing Jefus Chrifl. Thefe difmal

reflexions, and the defire of prefervlng to the Saviour

of the world, the fouls which he had purchafed with

his blood, continually perplexed the mailer of the

hofpital : it was the ordinary fubjed of his meditati-

ons.
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ons. He confulted every day at the foot of the altar

the author and infpirer of this pious defign. PrcfTed at

laft by a particular call, he fummoned a chapter, and

propofed to his brethren of the order, to refume, as

being foldiers of Jefus Chrift, the arms which moft of

them had quitted to ferve him in the perfon of the poor^

and in the hofpital of Sr. John.

Raimond owed his dignity merely to the luftre of

his virtues: his friars looked upon this propofal as a

new inftance of his zeal ; and though it appeared not

very compatible with their firft engagement, and the

funftions of hofpitality, yet the laudable defire of de-

fending the holy places made them look over the dif-

ficulties that miorht arife in the exercife oftwo fo difFe-

rent profeffions. The hofpitallers, moft of them the

companions or foldiers ofGodfrey de Bouillon, gene-

roufly refumed their arms with the patriarch's permif-

iion. However, they agreed never to make ufe of

them but agamft the infidels ; and it was refolved^

that without abandoning their firft engagements, or the

care of fuch as were fick or in poverty, part of thefc

monks Ihould be ready to mount on horfeback whene-
ver there was occafion, to oppofe the incurfions of the

infidels. Befides, the order was by this time rich and
powerful enough to hire forces upon preffing occafions

:

and it was afterwards by this fuccour that they fup-

ported with fo much bravery the tottering throne of

the kings of Jerufalem.

Raimond, having; brouo-ht his brethren of the order

into his project, is faid to have diftributed the whole
body of the hofpitallers into three clailes. The firft con-

iifted of gentlemen of birth, who formerly held rank

in the army ; thefe were appointed to bear arms. In

the fecond clafs were the priefts and chaplains, who,
befides the ordinary functions of their chara(5ler, either

in the church or in attendance upon the fick, were

likeways obliged to ferve by turns as chaplains in the

camp : and as to fuch as were neither ofnoble families,

nor ecclefiafticks, they were called freres fervans, i. e.

ferving brothers, from the oiRce afiigned them by the

J{ nights.
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knights, as wellwith regard to the fick as in the army;

ancfthey were diftinouilhed afterwards by a coat of

arms differing in colour from that of the knights.

Nothwithiianding this diftinftion, allthe-e monks form-

ed but one body, and fharcd equally in moil of the

rights and privileges of the order.

As this new Ovder multiplied exceedingly in a little

time, and moft of the young gentry flocked from dif-

ferent parts of Europe to enrol themfelves under its

banner, they made a new diftinftion according to the

country and nation of each knight, and divided them

into feven languages, viz. thcfe of Provence, Auver-

gne, France, Italy, Arragon, Germany and England.

This divifion is at this day ftill fubfiftmg in the fame

manner, excepting that in the firft ages of the order,

the priories, bailiwicks and commanderies were com-

mon to all the knights indifferently; whereas thofe dig-

nities have been fmce annexed to each particular lan-

guage and nation. The Englifhare no longer reckon-

ed among thefe languages, iince herefy has infeaed

that kingdom ; and to that of Arragon they have add-

ed the languages of Caflile and Portugal.

The regular habit confifted of a black robe with a

pointed mantle of the fame colour, upon which was

fowed a pointed cowl. This fort of garment was cal-

led manteau a bee, and had upon the left fide a crols

ofwhite linen with eight points ; a drcfs which in thofe

firft times was, as well as the name of hofpitallers^

common to all the monks of the order.

But after thefe hofpitallers had taken upon them^the

military badge, perfons of high birth being out of an

idle punftilio Ihy of entering into an order where they

were blended with ferving brothers,^ Alexander IV.

to remove this obftacle, thought fit to fettle a pro-

per dillinaion between the ferving brothers and the

knights. With this view, he ordered, that for the fu-

ture none but the latter fhould wear in the houfe the

black mantle, and in the camp a fopra vefte, or coat

of arms with a white crofs upon a red field like tlie

arms upon the ftandard of the order, which are Gueu-
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les a la croix pleine d'argent j and by a particular fla-

tute it was provided, that fuch knights, as jfliould in

battle dcfert their rnnk and fiy, fliould be deprived of
the habit and crofs of the order.

The form ofgovernment in this order fecms to have
been at that time, as it is now, purely ariilocratical.The

fuprem:^ authority was veiled in the council, of which
the mafter of the hofpitallers was prefident, and as

fuch, he had two votes in cafe of a divifion. This coun-

cil had the management of the great eilates poiTefled by
the order both in Afia and Europe.

To take care of thcfe eilates, they fent thither

feme old hofpitallers with the title ofpreceptors, whofe
commifTion lafted only fo long as the mailer and
council thought fit ; fo that thefe preceptors were look-

ed upon at that time only as llewards and mere admi-
nillrators of part of the eilate of the order, for which
they were accountable to the treafury.

'TwAS from thefe funds, which were every day
improving by a wife ceconomy, that they furnifhed the

necefiary fuccours for maintenance of the houfeof Je-
rufalem, and particularly for the charges of the -war,

and the pay of fuch fecular foldiers as the order took,

into their fervice.

Almost all thefe revenues were remitted from the

well to Palelline, the preceptors referving but a very

fmail part for their own fubfiilence. Thofe-true friars

obfeived the fame auderity under the privileges of their

commilTion as in the convent. They lived in a colle-

giate way, many together, and formed a fociety. Cha-
rity to the poor and pilgrims dillinguilhed itfelf as

much in thefe particular houfes, as in the head of the

order, and in the hofpital of St John. Their purity of
life v,'as no lefs remarkable than their difinterelted tem-

per of not appropriating any thing to themfelves ; and
after the order had taken up arms in the call againft

the Sarazeng and Turcomans, the hofpitallers, wha
were in the weft, and in the houfes of the order, to

a£l agreeably to their profeffion, and difcharge the ob-

ligations they lay under, never failed in their turn, and
purfuant
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purfuant to the orders they received from the mafler,

to repair cither to the army of Palelline, ,or to thofe

that were feiit againft the Moors in Spain, and after-

wards againft the Albigenfes in France. But none of

them were ever known to engage in the wars raifed be-

tween Chriftian princes. A knight hofpitaller was
only a foldier of Jefus Chriilj and when the interefts

of religion did not oblige him to take up arms, he was
never feen employed but in the care of the poor and

fick: this was tlie fpirit of the order, and the uniform

prafiice of all the hofpitallers.

Raimond Dupuy having got his defign approved

by the patriarch of Jerufalem, his natural fuperior,

and having received his bleffing, went at the head of

'

his bethren, all armed, to oirer their fervice to Bald-

win du Bourg, the fecond king of Jerufalem. That
prince was agreeably furprized at it, and looked up-

on that body of gentlemen, as a f^ccour fent nim from

heaven.

'Tis ^Honilhing that none of the hiHorians of that

time take any notice of the year in which thefe hofpi-

tallers had recourfe to arms, and that thofe writers

have kept the fame filence with regard to their exploits,

or at leall have fpoken of them only by the by, and

very fuperficially. However, we learn from a bull of

pope Innocent II. bearing date A. D. 1130, that they

talked of nothing in all Earope but of the important

fervices done the kings of Jerufalem by the hofpitallers

againft the infideh j which fuppofes, that they had

been forne time before in arms ; and yet there is no
carrying the epocha we are in fearch of higher than

A. D iii8j when Raimond Dupuy was dignified

with the mafterlhip of this new militia.

The king of Jerufalem had great need of this fuc-

cour: he was obliged to defend againft formidable e-

nemies, as well his own kingdom, as the counties of

Edefla and Tripoli which held of it, without reckon-

ing the principality of Antioch, v/hich was united in

«;>ne common intgreft v/ith the crown of Jerufalem,

though
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though the princes of Antioch pretended to be Inde-

pendent of it.

The county of EdefTa comprehended almoft all

Mefopotamia, and extended itielf between the Eu-
phrates and the Tigris. Baldwin I. had made a con-

quell of it, and, after his acceffion to the throne of
Jerufalem, had i"tfigned it to Baldwin du Bourg his cou-

fm, who in like manner, upon his advancement to

the crown of Jerufalem, invelled his kinfman Joice-

line de Courtenay with his county. The county of
Tripoli comprcliended feveral places fituated along the

fea of Pha;nicia, from Maraclea as far as the river A-
donis,' where began what was then called the king-

dom of Jerufalem, w-hich foon extended its frontiers as

f^r as the defart which divides Paleilme from Egypt.

Bertrand, fon of Raimond count ofTholoufe, was count

of Tripoli; and Bohemund II. prince of Antioch, had
fucceeded the famous Bohemund his father, who died

in Apulia on his return from France, wliere he had
married the princefs Conftance, daughter of Philip I.

king of France.

Bohemund II. the iflue of this marriage was firfl

put under the guardianfhip of the brave Tancred his

coufm ; but that prince dying foon after, the regency

was conferred uponRoger, fon of Richard, of the fame
houfe, a prince of great valour, but ambitious, and who
having the fovereign authority only in trull, gave rea-

fon from his condu6l to fufpeft, that he afpired to the

principality itfelf.

Whilst Roger, guardian to young Bohe-

mund, governed this great principality, Gafi, 1 1
1

9

one of theTurcoman princes, Dol de Kuvin
of the fame nation, king of Damafcus, and Debeis

chiefof a powerful tribe among the Mahometan Ara-

bians, joined their forces to drive all tlie Latin Chri-

Hians out of Syria. Thefe infidels entered the terri-

tories ofthe principality at the head ofa formidable ar-

my, carried feveral fmall towns, and put all to fire

and fword in the country. The regent, furprifed at

this

* Thamiras,
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this invafion, fent immediately to give advice^of it to

the king of Jerufalem, to Jofceline de Courtenay, lord

of Edella, and to Ponce count ofTripoli, and fuccef-

for to count Bertrand. All thefe princes fent him VvOrd,

that they would advance \yitlicut lofs of time to his

fuccour. Roger, in expeftation of their coming up,

threw himfelf into the cityofAntioch with what troops

he had, and at the fame time caufed the inhabitants

to arm. The infidels, not caring to engage in a fiegc,

which they forefaw mull be long and bloody, endea-

voured to draw the regent out of tlie town hj ravaging

the country. And accordingly Roger, who from his

palace faw with anguilh the villages in a flame, could

no longer govern his refentment, but tranfported with

courage, iallied out of the city; and, contrary to the

advice of his principal ofticers, advanced againfl: the

enemy. His whole force was but about feven hun-

dred horfe and three thoufand foot; yet with this hand-

ful of troops, .and without fo much as confidering the

forces of his enemies, he ventured to attack them.

The Turcomans to flatter his confidence gave way at

firil, feigned a retreat, and drew him infenfibly into an

ambufcade. He then faw himfelf furrounded in a mo-
ment ; a multitude of Barbarians fell upon him from

all fides. In vain did the Chriftian prince endeavour

to open himfelf a way through the fquadrons of the

infidels; what eifort foever he could make, his troops,

overwhelmed with numbers, were cut in pieces, and
the regent's preciDitation coll him his life and the Q;reat-

ell part of his little army.

The vicloricus infidels, flattering themfelves that

they fliould gain as eafy a triumph over the troops

which the king v/as bringing up, marched to furprize

him. They had no difficulty to meet with an enemy
that fought them ; both armies came in fight," even be-

fore their commanders expefted it ; there v/as a necef-

fity of engaging. This was the fi.rfi occafion upon
which the knights of St. John fignalized their zeal a-

gainil the infidels. The aiftion was long and bloody;

they fought on both fides with th?.t rivsriion, which is

Vol. I. E ufually
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iifually feen between nations that are enemies, and of
different religions. Baldwin, a prince full of courage,
at the head of his nobles, and followed by ^aimond
and the hofpitallers, throws himfelfinto the midll of
the thickeil battalions ; he pufhes, prefles and breaks
through eveiy thing that oppofes him. The foldiers,

animated by his example, follow the way that. he had
opened for them ; they enter fword in hand into thofe
Shrinking battalions, and, in fpite of all refiftance,

force them to feek for fafety in flying. In vain did the
emirs ufe m.enaces to rally them, whatever they could
do, their whole force disbanded, and the terrified fol-

diers fliewed manifellly, that in a rout they fear no-
thing but the enemy and death.

The king of Jerufalem entered viftorious into An-
tioch, where he regulated every thing that related to

the defence of the place, and tire civil government

;

and leaving a ftrong garrifon in it, returned tojerufalem,

where he was received by his fubjefts with diat ap-
plaufe which always attends a favourable fortune.

This prince thought of nothing now but enjoying
a litde reft, as the moft agreeable fruit of his vidlory,

Vv'hen he heard that Jofceline de Courtenay, count of.

Edeiia, had been furprized in an ambufcade by Balac,
one of the moft powerful emirs of the Turco-

1 122. mans, and was taken prifoner by that infidel

prince. Baldwin, for fear the emir ihould take
'advantage of Courtenay's misfortune, and befiege E-
deffa, fet out immediately with what troops he had,
made great marches, croiTed the Jordan, and advanced
into the country. But going in perfon to reconnoitre

the camp of the infidels, whether he was betrayed, or

too much expofed, he faw himfelf in a moment fur-

^ rounded by a party fuperior to his guard ; which be-

ing cut in pieces before his face, he was obliged,

with Galleran his coufm, to furrender himfelf to the

enemy, and undergo the fame fate with the prince of
EdeiTa.

'Tis impoftible to exprefs the confternation of Bald-

win's trGops,_when they heard of his captivity : a great

number
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number of the foldlers, as if the war had been at an

end, or becaufe they clefpaired of being able to refill

the infidels, disbanded themfelves. The hofpitailers,

in conjuntfcion with what troops remained, unable to

keep the field or (lop the progrefs of the enemy, threw

themfelves into EdeiTa and other places of that coun-

ty, which they preferred for Courtenay.

The caliph ofEgypt, to make his advantage

of the king of Jerufalem's misfortune, caufed 1123.

one of his generals to enter Judv^a on that fide

next Afcalon : the general advanced to Jalra, and ui«

veiled it by land, whilil a fleet of the fame nation

blocked up the place by fea.

In fo melancholy a jiinflure, it could not be ima-

gined that the Latins could at one and the fame time

make head againfc the Turcomans and Sarazens, who
attacked them on different fxdes. The Sarazens had

formed the iieg-e of TafFa both by land and fea. Euilacc

Gamier, lord of Sydon or Scyde, and Cefarca, and

conilable of Paleiline, though in an age far advanced,

gathered a body of about i<f\tVL thoufand men, which

made the main forces of that little (late, and with

wiiat knights he could muHer in the houfe of Jerufa-

lem, marched direftly againil the enemy. He made
fuch expedition, that he furprized them, forced their

lines, and cut in pieces all thofe that in the confufion

were unable to recover their veffels, their fleet having

flood off CO fea, and failed towards Alexandria. The
Chriilian general, upon advice that the garrifon of
Afcalon was ravaging the country, without allowing

his foldiers any time to rell, led them immediately up
thither. He found part of the foldiers of the garrifon

difperfed and bufy in pillaging. The conilable, at the

head of his troops, fell upon thefe pillagers, who were
olF their guard, killed all that endeavoured to rally,

took a great number of prifoners, and none efcaped

but a few that were fortunate encuph to get back in-

to Afcalon.

These two vlflories were foon followed by a third,

and by a new difafter for the Sarazens. V7e have ob-

E 2, ferved
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ferved that their fhips, npon the defeat of their hA\^
army, had fet fail. Thefe ihips in their retreat, as

they were failing off the coail ofAfcalon, {^Al in with a
fie j; of Venetians, commanded by the noble Henry
Islichieli, duke or doge of Venice, who, after an ob-
ftinate engagement, fimk part ofthem, and made liim-

f^lf mailer of the refl,

William des Barres, lord of Tiberias, had jufl

fucceeded count Garnisr, who died during this expe-
dition, in. the command of the land army. The new
general fent to congratulate the doge of Venice upon
the happy fuccefs of his arms, and propofed an interr

^'ic'A'. The Venetian lleet entered into the port of
Jaria ; Others fiy into that of Acre or Ptolemais. The
dake was received there with all the, honours and
rnarks of acknowledgment, that were due to fo im-
portant a vi(flory. They loaded his chief officers with
prefents ; the fleet received refrefhments and proviilons

in.abundance, and the duke went to pay his devoti-

ons at Jerufalem, where he pafled the Chriftmafs. The
patriarch of that city, Desbarres, and the principal

lords of tlie country, laying hold of the opportunit)'-,

^vhile he was thus pioufly difpofed, made a propofal

to Ivlichleli, of blocking up the pore of Tyre Vv^itli his

» iieet, whilft the land army belieged the place. The
enterprize was great and very difficult to be executed,

yet Desbarres made him fenfible of the importance and
iifefulnefs of his projed.

But as the Venetian was not to be fatisfied with a

barren glory, and aggravated the charges of the en-

terprize, he declared, that if the fuccefs of their arms
was favourable, he infilled on fliaring the conquefi:

with the king of Jerufalem, and to have a moiety of it

in entire fovereignty. He did not Hick here \ but as

he knew they could not do without his fleet, he de-

manded for the Venetians a church, aftreet, «a com-
mon oven, baths, and a particular exercife of jurifdic-

tion in Jerufalem, and in all towns depending on that

kingdom.

* Fy.ir banal fignifies a common oven iot all the inhabitants

of the juriiuivlion wherein it ibnds. Cotgrave.
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kingdom. This was in a manner to fliare the fovc-

reit^nty of it : but as after all it was of the laft confe-

quence to the Chriftians of Palelline to drive the infi-

dels out of Tyre, and there was no doing v/ithout a

fleet for a fiege of that importance, they agreed, after

feveral conferences, that the Venetians fhould have a

third part of the city. They even complied with moil

of the other conditions, hard and extraordinary as

they v/ere, and figned a treaty, v,'h:ch v/ould- have

been fcandalous, tf it had not been in a manner ne-

ceiTary. Among the names ofthe prelates and princi-

pal lords of the kingdom which fubfcribed the treaty,

we do not find that of Raimond Dupuy, whether he

flaid at EdeiTa for defence of the county, or did not

care to- fubfcribe a treaty which entrenched on the {o-

vereignty of the king. However this be, the treaty

was no fooner figned than every thing was in motion.

The fleet on one fide, and the land araiy on the other,

came before Tyre, and begirt the place clofe. They
ODened the trenches, the iiege was long and bloody,

and the hofpitaliers acquired a great deal of glory in

diiterent attacks ; in fine, the beficged prefled at the

fame time by iea and land, and feeing no hope offuc-

cour, defired to capitulate. The conditions

were agreed on, and the treaty executed 1 1 24.

punflually on both fides, as Vv'as alfo that July 30.

with the Venetians; and in concert with

their doge, they eilablifhed afterwards in the city an

Archbiftiop, nam.edWiliiam, by nation an Englifhman,

and prior of the holy fepulchre, who was confecrated

by Guarimond, patriarch of Jerufalem.

During the fiege of Tyre, Jofceline de Courtenay,

efcaping out of Balac's prifon, came back to his do-
minions, muftered up all the force he could, brought

a fmall body of an army into the field, inarched

againft his enemy, gave him battle, and killed him
. v/ith his own hand. This viftory, and the emir's death,

were the occafion of the king of Jerufalem's liberty.

Balac's widow, either afte£led with the merit of her

E •

3 .
~ prifon-

"> Will. Tyr. ]. 13. c. a6,
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prifoner, or afraid that he fliould make his efcape,

and Ihe lofe his ranfom, made a truce with him, and
fixed a price for his liberty. Baldwin agreed to pay
her an hundred tlioufand pieces of iilver money, of
what they called Micheiins : he paid half of it down,
and for the reft he gave her in hoftage one of the prin-

ceiles his daughters, that was five years old.

This prince's return into his dominions

1 1 24. brought joy, and afterwards plenty thither.

Baldwin, convinced that the true riches of a

fovereign confifts in the v/ealth of his fubjedls, publilh-

ed a general fafe conduct for all perfons, of what re-

ligion and party foever they were, that fhould bring

com and merchandize into his ports, with an exemp-
tion from all cuftoms. This liberty drew thither mer-
chants from all nations, re-eftablilhed commerce, and
Tendered this prince at the fame time more powerful

and formidable to his neighbours.

BoRSEQuiN and Doldekuvin, thefe two Turcoman
princes, always raging againft the Chriftians, made
frefh incurfions into the principality of Antioch. That
ilate, though a fovereign one, was, during the minori-

ty of young Bohemund, under the protedlion of the

king of Jerufalem. Baldwin, on the firil news of

this enterprife of the infidels, took the field, and

marched with fo much fecrecy and expedition, that he

furprized the enemy, forced their camp, and took fo

great a number of prifoners, that their ranfom ferved

to redeem the princefs his daughter, whom he had gi-

ven in hofL.i2.e to Balac's widow. From Syria he

marched back into Palcftine, where he reprefled the in-

curfions of the garrifon of Afcalon, which raifed con-

tributions as far as the gates of Jaffa.

This prince opened the following compaigne with

, a new victory, which he gained over Doldekuvin. It

was followed by tiie taking of Rapha, a fi;rong place

in the county of Tripoli. The holpit?.llers attended

the king in all'thefe expeditions, but no body acquir-

ed more glciy than Fulk, count of Anjou, one of the

greateil foldiers of the age. The pilgrimage of Jeru-

falem
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lalem, fo ufual at that time, had brought into the Holy
Land : he was fon of Fulk, furnamed le Rechin, or

the ill humoured, and of Bertrade de Monfort, after-

wards wife or concubine to Philip I. king of France.

Th I s Fulk had married Eremburge, only dauo-hter

of Helie count of Maine, by whom he had two fons

and two daughters. The count and countefs livefd

very happily together, till death parted them. The
countefs died, and the earl, full of grief for her lofs,

travelled to the Holy Land, where for a year he main-
tained an hundred knights at his own expence. This
prince at their head fignalized him/elfon various occa-

iions againft the infidels. Time having v/rought its

ordinary effeft upon grief, and the term he had fixed

for his pilgrimage being expired, he v/as feized with

an impatience of returning into his own dominions.

King Baldwin, who had been witnefs of his valour,

could not fee him in this difpofition without great

concern ; and therefore to keep him if poffible, and
engage him more particularly in the defence of the

Holy Land, he offered him the princefs Melefmda his

eldeit daughter in marriage, with the promife of ap-

pointing him his fuccelTor and making him be acknow-
ledged as fuch ; and to leave him no manner of un-

eafinefs on account of the princefs Alice his fecond

daughter, he married her to young Bohemund prince

of Antioch. Fulk accepted the king's propofal with

great fatisfadion ; but the care he ov/ed to his children

obliged him before he married to take a voy-

age into France. He fet out fome time after- 1 1 26.

wards, leaving the king and all his court in

much grief for his abfence, and impatient of his return.

The departure of this prince was luckily recompenfcd
by a new and unexpefted fuccour, which a

zeal like that ofthe hofpitallers produced in fa--^ 1128^
vour ofthe pilgrims and Chriftians of Faleiiine.

Hugh de Payens, Geoitrey de St. Aldernar, and fe-

ven other gentlemen, all Frenchmen, whofe names are

not preferved in hiftcry, moved with the dangers to

which pilgrims v/sre expofed in going to Jerufalem

and
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and comlno- from it, formed nmongr them a little fo-

ciety, to {qyyq. as a guard to conduft and bring them
back afterwards beyond the defiles of the m.ountains

and the paffages of greatefl danger. 'Twas at firll

only a meer affociation of fome private perfons, who,
without obliging themfelves to any rule, or taking the

monalxick habit, went to meet the pilgrims, when they

were requefted to do fo. Brompton, ^ an hiilorian al-

moft coteraporary with them, relates, that in his time,

thefe gentlemen were fuppofed to be pupils of the hof-

pitallers, and to have fubfiftcd feveral years only by
relief from them. They retired into an houfe near

the temple, which occafioned their having afterwards

J
the name of Templars, or knights of the temple. '=' The

M*^« king of Jerufalem having made choice of « Hugh da

Payens, to fend him to Rome to foilicite for fuccour,

and if poiTible a new crufadc ; this pious gentleman,

after acquitting himfelf worthily of his commiffion to

pope Konorious II. who was then in the chair of St.

Peter, prefented his aflbciates to him, entertained him
with their zeal for the fecurity of pilgrims, and de-

fired his permiffion to form a religious and military

order, in imitation ofthat of the hofpitallers.

The fovereign pontiff referred them to the fathers of

the council which was then fitting at Troyes in Cham-
pagne. Hugh and his companions went thither, and
he- that fpoke in their name laid before the afTembly

their vocation, and the projefl they had formed of tak-

ing a religious habit, and founding a military order,

which fhould devote itfelf to the defence of the Holy
Land, and of the pilgrims who fnould travel thither.

The fathers approved the holy undertaking, and refer-

'

red the care of prefcribing a rule and form of regular

habit for this infant order to St. Bernard, who was
prefent at the council. We have the rule flill re-

mainins;, or at leaft an extraft of it, in v/hich, among
other articles, St. Bernard ordered them, inftead of

prayers,

• Chronic. Joan. Brompton. hid, Ang. fctip. p. looS. Edit.
'

Lond. 165-2. '' See Guil. Tyr. 1118 1. 1. 12. c. 11, p. 80I.
* Jac, Vitr. c. 64.
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prayers and oflices, to fay over every day a certain

number of pater noilers ; which would make one ima-

p-ine, that thefe warriors at that time knew "not hov/

to read. Another ftatute requires, that they iliould not

eat flefh above three days in a week ; but then it al-

lows them three difhes on days of abilinence. The
holy abbot, with regard to their military fervice, de-

clared, that each templar might have one efquire, or

fervine brother at arms, and three faddie horfes *
: but

he forbade all gilding and fuperiluous ornaments in

their equipage. He ordered that their habits fhould

be white, and as a mark of their profciTion, pope Eu-
genias III. added afterv/ards a red crofs placed over

the heart.

Hugh and his companions having obtained the
council's approbation, returned to Rome, to get both the

rule of their order, and the order itfelf, eftablifhed by
the pope's authority ; which being eiFeded, they pre-

pared to return to the eafl: \ but before their departure,

a great number of gentlemen of the befl: families in

France, Germany and Italy, prefented themfelves to

enter into their order. H!ugh, who was the head of

it, gave them the relia:ious habit, which he had taken

himfelf, and with this fine body of youth, he arrived in

Paleftine, This new militia increafed confiderably in

a ihort time; princes of fovereign houfes, and lords of

the moll illuftrious families in Chriftendom, were eager

to fight under' the habit and banner of the templars.

Out ofa falfe nicety and punftilio, which fcarce ever

leaves great men, even at their devotions, this profeffi-

on, which was altogether military, was often preferred

to the troublefome and humbling fervices which the

hofpitallers, though foldiers, rendered to the poor and

fick. Thefe princes and lords, entering into the or-

der of the templars, brought immenfe riches to it ; be-

fides, the very fame of their exploits procured them
vaft benefa6lions ; and Brompton, v/hom wehave jull:

mentioned, adds, that this growing fociety, this daugh-

ter

"^ Solum autem armigerum lingulis militibus eadem caula con«

eedimus.
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ter of the houfe of St. John, became in a jfhort time io

rich and powerful, that the daughter, fays he, eclipfed

her mother, and looked as if fhe would bury her in ob-

fcurity *. But whether that which this antient hillorian

advances be true or not, it muft be owned, that the

two orders were the fureil fupports of Jerufalem ; that

Baldwin and the kings his fucceffcrs, as we Ihall fee

hereafter, never undertook any thing confiderable witli-

out the aiTifcance of their arms ; that the fuperiors too of

the order had often a great Ihare in the government j

fo that to relate the various ev^ents of that monarchy,
is in a manner to write the liiilory of thefe two orders.

The king, though he had not fucceeded in his ap-

plication for a crufade, yet faw with pleafure, inftead of
it, thefe recruits as it were of gentry and nobility arriv-

ing every day from Europe to enrol themfelves in one or

other of thefe orders ; bat nothing gave him more fa-

tlsfaftion than the return of the count of Anjou, who
having provided for the fettlement of his children, and
appointed their portions, came back into the eaft at the

head of a great body of gentlemen his vaffals, married

the princefs Melefinda the king's eldeft daughter, and
was jointly with her acknowledged prefumptive heir of

the crown.

Whilst the court was entirely taken up Vvith fealls

and diverilons, the king received with great furprife

and concern the news of young Bohemund his other

fon in law's being killed in an engagement againfl

the infidels ; and that there was reafon to fear, the ca-

pital of the principality, now left without a fovereign,

would be befieged by thefe barbarians. Bohemund left

no other iflue of his marriage with Alice but an infant

princefs named Conftance.

The king her grandfather fet out with all expediti-

on to take upon him the regency ofher dominions ; but

upon

* Hi namquc, fecundum quofdam, ex infimis hofpitalioinm con-

gregati, et ex reliquiis eorum, ex cibis et armis fuftentati, ad tan-

tam rerum opuientiamdevenerunt, ut filia ditata matrem fuffbcare

et lupergredi videretur. Chronicon Joan. Bromplon, hift. angl.

fcripf. p, joo8. Ed. Lond. 16/2.
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upon his arrival at Antioch, he was furprifed to find

the gates (hut, and efpecially when he heard, that it

was by the order of the princefs dowager his own
daughter. This haughty and ambitious princefs, vex •

ed and jealous tliat her father had dilpofed of the

crown of Jerufakm entirely to her filler, without giv-

ing her any (hare of it, was refolved to eftablifh her

own authority in the city of Antioch, as mother and
guardian ofyoung Conliance, and perhaps to feize up-

on the principality, in order to marry again afterwards

with greater advantage for herfelf, and to the prejudice

of her daughter. But the moil difcerning of the inha-

bitants, knowing the need they had of the king's af-

fiflance againil the continual invafions of the Turco-
mans, fecretly, without the knowledge of princefs dow-
ager, introduced the king her father by night into the

place *. Baldwin exerted his authority there,

put a governor into the place, whofe fidelity 1
1
3 1

.

he was well affared of, obliged the princefs

dowager, though his daughter, to depart thence and
retire to Laodicea, which vv^as affigned her for her dow-
ry, and fettling every thing in good order in the prin-

cipality, returned to his own dominions.

Scarce was he arrived at Jerufalem but he was
feized with a violent illnefs, occalioned in all appear-

ance by the vexation which his daughter's ambitious

defigns gave him ; and being feniible that he was
near his end, he again declared the count of Anjou,

and the princefs Melefmda his eldeft daughter, for his

fuccefTors in the throne of Jerufalem. He recommend-
ed to them the interells of young Conliance, and the

prefervation of her principality, which ferved for a
bulwark to the kingdom of Jerufalem on that fide next

Syria. This prince expired prefently after, and the

real grief and fincere tears of his fubjedls, fliewed the

greatnefs as well of the affedion they bore him, as of
the lofs they had fuiFered by his death.

The count and countefs ofAnjou were crowned with

great folemnity, and received letters afterwards from

pope
'- Wj], Tyr. 1. 13.

-"
-
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pope Innocent II. who having congratulated them on
their acceffion to the crown, exhorted them rn the moft

moving terms, to take all poiTible care for the defence

of the Holy Land, and the prefervation of a flate of

fuch confequence to all chriflendom. The holy pon-

tlif,who well knew that the hofpitallers were the ftrong-

£ft fupport of the throne of Jerufalem, had publiihed

a little before a bull, in form of a conftitution, addref-

fed to the archbifliops, biihops, and all the prelates

of the church univerfal j wherein, among other ar-

ticles, after an encomium on the charity exercifed by

the hofpitallers, at their own expence, towards the lick

and pilgrims, he paiTes to the important fervices which
'they had rendered to chriftianity by their arms : " The

hofpitallers, fays the pope, make no difficulty to

expofe daily their own lives to defend thofe of their

brethren ; they are the frmell fupport of the chrifti-

*' an church in the eafl, and are fighting every day
'' with diilinguifhed courage againft the infidels. But
** as their fubftance is not fufficient to maintain an al-

" mofc continual war, we exhort you to fupply them
^'' out of your abundance, and recommend them to

** the charity of the people committed to your paftoral

*' care. Moreover, we declare to you, that v/e have
" taken the houfe of the hofpitallers of St. John, and
" the whole order, into St. Peter's and our own pro-
«*' teftion."

But this protedion, and the fpecial privileges v/hich

this pope and his predecciTors had granted to the hof-

pitallers, raifed afterwards the jealoufy and complaints

of moft of the bifhops of Palelline, who could not bear

that the holy fee fl:ould exempt thefe monks from their

jurifdiflion, and that the popes fliould declare them-
felves the only immediate biihops of the whole order.

We ihall have occafion afterwards to fpeak of thefe

differences, which made fo much noife in the court of

Rome, and all over the church.

» Scarce were kingBaidv/in's eyes clofcd, when tv/o

different confpiracies \\ere form.ed in Antioch againfl

the

» Wil. Tyr. 1, 14. c, 4,
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the rights ofthe minor princels, which had like to hav^-

kindled a civil war between the Latin princes of the
eaft. The dowager of Antioch, like moft fovereip-ns,

who feem to think they have no relations, and as un-
natural a mother as fhe had been an ungrateful daugh-
ter, no fooner faw the king her father in the grave, than
ihe was contriving continually, to the prejudice of her
own child, how to make herfelf mifirefs of the prin-
cipality. Ponce, count of Tripoli, and the youno-
Courtenay, who had jull: fucceedcd count Jofceline his
father, fecretly efpoufed her interefts j and a preat
number of the inhabitants of Antioch engaged to let

the troops of thofe two princes into the city.

Unknown to this firil party, was formed another
cabal, not lefs dangerous. Roger, duke and after-
wards king of Sicily, coufni to the young princefs, and
of the fame houfe, eiuher pretending that the princi-
pality of Antioch was a male iief, or, after the example
of ambitious princes, believing all means jufl and law-
ful that lead to a throne, endeavoured to fupplant the
minor princefs. He had his partifans in the city -, and
thefe different plots were carrying on with oreat arti-

.
iice and fecrefy. But fome of the inhabitants, who
entered into neither of the fchemes, difcovered this
double confpiracy ; they gave immediate advice of it

to the governor placed tliere by Baldwin before his
death. This commander, though fupported by the
garrifon, did not find himfelf ftrong enough to cope
with the numerous inhabitants of fo great a city : he
difpatched therefore courier after courier to the kino-
of Jerufalem, prefTmg him to come immediately in pert
fon to Antioch, if he would preferve the principality
to the heirefs.

FuLK, upon the receipt of this bad nev/s,^ fet out
imm.edlately with as many knights as he could find in
a condition to follow him, and was accompanied by
Anfelin de Brie, and brotlier Joubert an hofpitaller,
who iliared his favour, and were admitted to the moil:
intimate correfpondence and familiarity with him.
To go to Antioch by land, the king of Jerufalem was
obliged to pafs through the territory of the count of
Vol. I. F

'

Tripoli
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Tripoli his vaiTal ; but this count and that of Edeifa,

at the head of their troops, oppofed his palfacre. The
king feeing a rebellion fo openly declared, concluded
that there was a ftrong party formed againll: his niece,

and that the fafety of the young princefs depended
upon his getting the frart of the princes, and arriving

fait at Antioch. Bat as he had not troops enough with

him to open himfelf a pafTage fword in hand, he made
a feint of giving way to force, turned back again, and
to blind their fpies, caufed his guard to take the road

of Jerufalem, as if he had been in the midil of that bo-
dy of cavalry. But he withdrew privately from them,

tmd in the nighl', attended only v/ith his two favour-

ites, reached the fea coaft, embarked in a fmall veiTel,

and arrived at the mouth ofthe river Orontes, and in the

port of St. Simon, within five leagues of Antioch : from
thence he went with great privacy to the gates of(he ci-

ty, and was let in by the governor and his adherents.

This prince, full of fpirit and courage, foon made
them fenfible of his authority ; his prefence and refo-

lution terrified the confpirators ; he imprifoned the moH
mutinous, and, to prevent fuch attempts for the future,

refolved, in concert v/ith the patriarch and moll con-

fiderable lords of the principality, to marry the young
nrincefs out of hand, though fhe was not yet of an age

for m.arriage, and to chufe her fuch a prince as might

ferve for a tutor and a father to her, and be capable

of defending her dominions.

The princefs of Antioch's inheritance was too

fplendid a fortune to fear {lie fhouid fail of an husband ;

but the fituation of her dominions, furrounded on all

fides by infidels, required a prince of eminent ca-

pacity and courage, that could keep the feditious in

their duty, and at the fame time make head againll the

continual incurfions of the infidels.

The king of Jerufalem call: his eyes on Raimond,
brother to William the lall count of Poidiers and Au-
vergne, and duke of Aquitain, a prince of great cou-

rage, and who had given diftinguifning proofs of it in

all the wars wherein hs had been engaged. They had
liad
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had feveral quarrels wliilH Fulk was in Europe, but

the king generoufly facrificed his refcntment to the in-

terefts of his niece, and the count's bravery and nterit

made him eafily forget their former difputes.

The patriarch and moll confiderable lords of the

principality approving the king's choice, that prince

pitched upon Joubert the hofpitaller for this negotiati-

on. He was "very well qualified for it by the wifdoni

of his condud, which railed him afterwards to the firil

dignity of his order. This hofpitaller embarked im-

mediately, paffed into France, and from thence to

London, to the court of -Henry 1. king of England,

where he heard the count of Poicliers, who was relat-

ed to that prince, was gone. I'he ambaliador faw the

count, and perfuaded him, as well by motives drawn

from religion, as by the important offer he made him,

to pafs into Syria. The prince, and the ambaliador

left England, arrived in France, and went down into

Provence to embark. The fuccefs of this great affair

depended entirely upon fecrecy, and upon getting the

ftart of a mighty armament, which Roger duke of Ca-

labria, afterwards king of Sicily, was lending into Sy
-'

ria, to fupport his adherents. Unluckily for the count

and the ambaffador, there were not in all the ports of

Provence any veiTels bound for the eaft, and they heard

with great concern, that there was no way of embark-

ing but on board the very fleet of Roger. Whatever

precaution the emballador had taken to conceal his

commiflion and defigns, that duke had notice, that the

count and ambaffador were endeavouring to procure a

paffage into the eafi, and had iilued orders for arreting

them, ifthey were fc-und in any of his ports. His fpies,

that were planted in every quarter, examined very ftri£l-

ly all that offered themfelves for paffengers : Yet. the

hofpitaller was too cunning for them ; the.count and

he parted in difguife, Vv'ent into Calabria, and were re-

ceived as merchants on board two different fnips that

were ready to fail. Thefe were Roger's ov/n veffels,,

and they carried both the count and ambaffador into

the nearsfi port to the town of Antioch. The patri-

F 2 arch



64 Hijrory ofthe Knights of Ma l T A

.

arch, a few days after, married the count to the yonng
princefs in the king's prefence, and in a general afTem-
h\y of the eilates, the count was folemnly acknowledg-
ed prince of Antioch, and the great men of the princi-

pality took the ufual oath of lideliry to him.
But whilft Fulk was thus taken up with fecuring

the count's authority, the frontiers of his own king-
dom were ravaged by various incurfions of the Arabi-
ans and Sarazens of Afcalon. This city, with regard
to the Sarazens of En-ypt, was the key as it were o?
Palelline. The caliphs had neglc6led none of the for-

tifications then in ufe, and belides a numerous garri-

fon which they maintained there, and changed every
three months, thefe princes, to engage the inhabitants

in the defence of the place, allowed them all pay, not
excepting their very children, if males, who became
entitled to it as foon as they were born ; fo that all

were foldiers at Afcalon, and they hardly knew any
other profefiion. It ferved the Sarazens of Egypt for

a fchool, where their young men learned the art of
war ; they were every driy out in parties, and lying in

ambufcade to furprize the country people, and even the

wellern pilgrims, v/ho, landing at Jaifa, travelled from
thence to jerufalem.

Queen Melefmda, whom the king, during his ab-

fence, had left reeent of the kin2;dom, held fev^eral

councils upon this occafion ; and after feveral me-
thods propofed for repreffing the inroads of the infi-

dels, none was found fo proper as to rebuild the walls

of the old city ofBeerfheba. This place, anciently of
the tribe of Simeon, is but two leagues from the moun-
tains of Seir, which feparatc the land of promife from
Arabia Petrjea, and-fix leagues from Afcalon. 'Twas
refolved, after fortifying it, always to maintain there a

Handing body of troops, able to make head againil the

inroads of the Arabians, and the parties which fallied

frequently out of Afcalon. The queen caufed the v/ork

to be carried on with great expedition; and when it

was made defenfible, committed the guard of it to the

hofpitallers; who put a flrong garrifon drawn out of

their
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their order Into It : And thefe monaflick Ibidicrs *, full

of the firll fpirit of their inftitution, made it a place of

arms, and at the fame time an afylum for all ihe Chri-

ftians of that canton.

These knights '' and the templars, in different bri-

gades, never ftirred from the frontiers, and made head

on all fides againil the enterprizes of the infidels.

This little kingdom was in a manner blocked up and

befieged, either by the feveral Turcoman princes, or

by the Arabians of the defart, or the Sarazens of Egypt.

The zeal ofthefe knights, their valour, and the renown

of their exploits, rendered them foon as dear to all the

Chriftians, as they were terrible to the Barbarians ; e-

fpecially in an age when mens falvation feemed annex-

ed to the prefervation of the Holy Land. Everything

that paffed there drew the attention of popes, princes

and people, even at the remoteil diftance. 'Twas the

concern of private perfons as vs^ell as fovereigns : they

had no notion of meriting for the pardon of their fms

by any more effeftual way, than that of contributing

to the defence of the holy places : there was fcarce a

will made without an article In it In favour of the mili -

tary orders : many princes would needs be buried in

the habit of one or the other of them ; and this fort of

devotion was carried fo far in the age we are fpeaking

of, that we have feen fom.e fovereigns enter themfelves

in this holy militia, quitting the government of their

flates ; and others, by an unprecedented difpofal, be-

queath, at their death, even their dominions themfelves

to the hofpltaliers and templars.

Thus Raimond Berenger, count of Barcelona and
Provence, though already advanced In age, entered in-

to the order of the templars, and his infirmities not al-

lowing him to go in perfon to the chief houfe of tlie

order in Jerufalem, he fent confiderable fums thither

for carrying on the war againfl the infidels ; and v/e

F 3. have

* De communi confilio traditur fratribus domu3 hofpitails quc-c

eft Hie, ofolymi?, qui ufque in jjrajfeiis tiebita cullodierun't diJi-

gentia.

^ Win. Tyr. 1, i4.;c, 22,
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have feen this fovereign at lafl: quit his authority, and
the enfigns of it, to bury himfelf alive in the temple at

Barcelona, where he died in the continual exercife of
his new profefiion.

Alp H ON s us I. king of Navarre and Arragon, who
alio aiTumed tlui title of emperor of Spain, carried his

zeal and devotion Hill further. This prince, who was
one of the grcateft generals of his age, had gained
twenty nine battles in his wars againfl the Moors *,

feeing himfelf old and without children, declared the

hofpitallers of St. John, the templars, and the canons or

knights of the holy fepulchrc, his heirs and fucceilbrs

in the crowns of Navarre and Arragon, by his lail

ivill and teflament ^ made A. D. 1
1
31 . This he did

to engage thefe renowned warriors in the fupport of
his defigns againft the Sarazens and Moors of Spain :

He renewed this will a few davs before his death, and
jnoft of the grandees of both his kingdoms, figned it

out of coraplaifancc to their fovereign.

Alphonsus, w^ho never knew what danger was, at-

tacking the infidels afterwards near Fraga,

1133. with forces much inferior to thofe of his e-

july 19. nemies, was overwhelmed with their vaft

numbers, had his army cut in pieces, and

perifhed himfelf in the adion ; nor could his body be

found after the battle was over, either becaufe the Moors

had interred it, or it was fo disfigured by his wounds,

as not to be known. The people, who idolized him,

and are always fond of every thing that appears ex-

traordinary, maintained for a long time, that he was not

killed in the battle ; but that overwhelmed with fliame

and grief for having occafioned the lofs of fo many
Chriftians as had been flain upon that occafion, he was

gone in difguifc on a pilgrimage to Jerufalem, and that

»they fiiould ice him return and refume the reins of go-

vernment, when he had by that penance expiated the

fault which excefs of courage had made him commit.

But
» Girom. Zurita. t. i. }. i- r. 5-:. fol. 49. col. 4..

"^ Mariana 1. 10. c ij. p. 5-11.
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But the grandees of the two kingdoms were not to

be blinded by this illufion ; and therefore to prevent

the claim of th? military orders, they refolved, with-

out lofs of time, to chufe a new fovereign. For this

purpofe, feveral aifemblies were held between thofe of
Navarre and Arragon : but the lords and deputies of
the two nations could not agree upon a prince to fill

the throne of the greatAIphonfus; each was for a prince

of their own nation. This competition, and the na-

tural jealoufy between people that are neighbours,

broke the union which had fubfilled near fixty years

between the two kingdoms ; a feparation enfued, the

Navarrefe cleded for their fovereign Don Ramyre, a

prince of the blood of their ancient kings ; and the

Arragonefe, on the other hand, offered their crown to

another prince of the fame name, brother to the great

Alphonfus, though this prince was a prieft, and had
above forty years before profefTed himfelf a monk in

the abbey of St. Pons de Thomiers in Languedoc, and
had been afterwards abbot of Sahagun, and even e-

ledted fucceffively bilhop of Burgos, Pampeluna and
Barbaftro.

This prince having obtained a difpenfation from
Anacletus, ochers fay from Innocent II. married Agnes,
filler to William count of Poiftiers and Raimond count

of Antioch. He had by her a daughter, named Pe-

tronilla ; and the queen, that princefs's mother, dying
foon after, this king, at once a monk, a priel! and a

married man,* finding in himfelf none of the great

qualities necelTary for a throne, and perhaps touched

with a juft remorfe of confcience, refolved to re-

tire again into his convent. He made a treaty with
Raimond Berenger, count of Barcelona, and fon to

the templar above mentioned, that he ilioiild marry
his daughter when llie was grown up; and -in confc-

quence of this treaty, he refigncd to him immediately

the

^ Romani pontificis venia ffic credimus) ut rex, conjux et fa-

cerdo3 idem eflet irnpetratum : Agnes Guillelmi Pi£lavorum et

AouitaniciC principis connubio jundla. Aiariana 1. lo. c. ij. p.
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the government of the kingdom, which Raimond
Berengertook upon him by the title of prince of Arra-

gon.

The news of the choice made by thefe two nations

in prejudice of Alphonfus's will being brought to Pa-

leiline, the patriarch of Jcrufalem,* fuperior of the

canons of the holy fepulchre, and the mailers of the

two military orders held feveral councils with the pi-in-

cipal perfons of each houfe, to confider of this grand

affair, and came to a refolution to fend deputies into

Spain, to demand the execution of the late king's

will, or at leaft to make fuch a treaty with regard to

the fucceffion as Ihould be moll for the interell of the

legateeg.

Raimond Dupuy was charged with this negotia-

tic^n ; he undertook it readily, and fet out in compa-

ny v/ith fome old hofpitallers, chofen for that purpofe

by the council of the order. William, patriarch of Je-

rufalcm, and the templars likeways, named their own
deputies : they arrived all happily in Spain, but met

with unfurmountable difficulties in the purfuit of fo

nice an affair.

The lords of Navarre and Arragon liad already

chofen new fovereigns in prejudice of the will of king

Alphonfus. Thefe princes were in poiTeffion of the

throne when the dcDUtics of the Holy Land arrived in

Spain; and there was no great likelihood of their ab-

dicating it voluntarily to make way for foreigners.

They entered however at firft into fome negotiations

upon the matter ; but as pretenfions of this nature,

without force to back them, are generally little regard-

ed, they went no farther than to offer the deputies fome

fort of amends, ifany amends cSn be made for crowns,

and embarafTed them every day in a labyrinth ofpro-

pofals, v/hich had no meaning, and of which they

faw
» Patriarchalis fiquidem ecclefia, qune eft dominici fepulchri

fiib monte Calvariie, canonicos habet rcgulares, fecundum habi-

tum et regulam farnfti Auguflini viventes ; habent autem prio-

rem, ad quem cum pr.Tdiflis canonicis pcrtinet elijjtrc patriar-

c.ham, qui eft eis loco abbatis, Jacob. Viui, b'vft. Hkrofol. c. fS.

P. I 393,
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favv no end. The negotiation flagged infenfibly ; and

at laft the king of Navarre taking off the mask, affert-

ted, that the late king could notdifpofe of the crown to

the prejudice of his lawful heirs, or of that natural

right which, in default of heirs, the people have to

chufe themfelves a fovereign ; and by this declaration

put an end to all hopes of any further treating with

him. Raimond, count ofBarcelona and prince of Ar-

ragon, afted more generoufly, and refolvcd to do fome

juSice to the legatees of king Alphonfus.

It was agreed, that if the count, and the young

queen Petronilla, whom he was to m.arry, fliould die

without iHlie, the crown ofArragcn Ihould revert to

the military orders and the canons of the holy fepul-

chre; that in the mean time both parties ihould have

a certain number of vaffals in fuch places as

they ihould afterwards recover from the 11 34.

Moors ; and that thefe vaiTals fnould be oblig-

ed to bear arms, and follow the military friars of

Spain, when ever they took the'field againft the in-

fidels. *

Besides thefe conditions, fome lands and caflks,

confiderable for their dependencies, and able to main-

tain a great number of knights, were yielded to thefe

•legatees of the fovereignty. And to thefe lands and

lordihips were added a tenth part of all the cuiloms

and duties levied throughout the kingdom, and the

fifth of all the contributions raifed on the lands of the

Moors ; and it was refolved, that the kings of Arra-

oon iliould never make peace with the infidels, with-

out firit acquainring the patriarch of Jerufalem and

the two military orders. This treaty was figned and

ratified in September A. D. 1141, and pope Adrian

IV. and Fulk king of Jerufalem confirmed it after-

wards.

Raimond Dupuy, having brought this important

affair to an end, embarked with other deputies,

1 141. failed for Paleftine, and arrived happily at Je-

rufalem. He was received with that real joy

and

« Qil^rita t. 1. 1. 2. c 4. f. 40. Mariana 1. 10. c, 18.
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and hearty refpea which his fingular virtue infpired
Brompton and Roger Hoveden, two Enp-lifh hiflori-
ans, who flourifhed in the fame age, call him from
this time the Grand Mailer ; and 'tis by this title that
I ihall for the future fpeak of this illuflrious head of
the hofpitallers and his fucceffors, moil of which fa-
crificed their lives in defence of the Holy Land.
That ancient kingdom of David, or' rather the in-

heritance of Jefus Chriii, loH at this time its king in
the perfon of Fulk of Anjou. That prince, being a
hunting in the plains of Acre, was killed by a fall
from his horfe, and found in an exercife of peace the
death which he had dared fo often in war. He left
two fons very young, Baldwin the eldell of thirteen,
and Amaury ofbut feven years of age.
The king's death gave birth to cabals,

which mofl minorities are expofed to, and 1142.
opened afterwards a way to the invafions
ot the Turcomans and Sa'razens. Queen Melefmda,
mother of the young princes, not only pretended
to the regency which no body difputed v/ith her,
but would moreover be acknowledged as queen in
her own right, and fole fovereign of the kingdom, as
being daughter to Baldwin Dubourg. The grandees,
on the contrary, feeing themfclves furrounded by
formidable enemies, were for a captain and king
at their head. Thefe contefts, fupported by different
parties, had like to have degenerated into a civil war

:

at lall it was agreed to defer the decifion of this great
diirerence till the majority of Baldwin. But it was not
long before the nobility caufed him to be crowned
without the knowledge of the queen his mo;her, to
whom neverthelefs they were obliged, for peace fake,
to yield up half of the kingdom.

In the interval between the death of Fulk and the
coronation of Baldwin III. his fon, the Latin Chrifli-
ans loll the county of EdeiTa, called at that thne Rou-
ha or Rohais. We have obferved before, that Bald-
winDubourg at his accelTionto the crown, had refign-

ed this principality to Jofceline de Courtenay his

coufm.
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coufin, following herein the example of Godfrey de
Bouillon and his brother, who, to engage the princes

and th^g-eat lords of the crufadein the defence ofthe
Holy Land, had given them the principal lordfhips

and territories of it in [iqL Hence arofe the counts

of EdefTa, Tripoli, Joppa, or Jaffa, and afterwards of
Afcalon, and Galilee, and the lords of Yblim, Mont-
royal, Thoron, Sidon, Tyre, Acre and Casfarea, all

lords of the firft nobility of this new kingdom.
JoscELiNE de Courtenay, whom we have jull men-

tioned, had maintained himfelf in his principality by
a.thoufand brave aftions againfr the enterprizes of the
infidels : but that prince dying, the fon whom he left

heir to his dominions, did by no means inherit his

virtues. The young Courtenay, educated in the plea-

fures and luxury of the ealt, fpent his life in debauch :

and that he might have the fewer witneffes of his ir-

regularities, quitted Edeffa, and retired with the mi-
niftcrs of his pleafures to Turbeffel, a town iituated

twenty four miles from the Euphrates on this fide the

river with regard to Paleiline.

Om AD ED DIN Zenghi, a Turcoman of the

1 143. Selgeucidian race, fultan of Moful and Alep-
po, and the moll potent prince in all the eafl,

being informed of the effeminate manner in which
young Courtenay paffed his life, entered his country,

and laid fiege to EdeiTa. Courtenay, who was attend-

ed by none but poltroon and effeminate favourites,

had not the courage to throw himfelf into his capital,

and either defend it, or bury himfelf in its ruins ; he
even looked on whilfl the fiege was advancing, with-

out making the leafl motion to reinforce the place, and
Zenghi would have ftripped him of the reil of his do-
minions v;ith the fame eafe, if that prince, harfh and
cruel in his nature, had not, in the moment he was
preparing to purfue his conquefts, been affaffmated in

his tent by his own fervants. He left two fons behind

him, Cotcledin and Noradin. The eldefl reigned at

Moful, and the principality of Aleppo fell to the

ihare of Noradin the younger, a prince of much wif-

dom.
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dom, capacity and juHice, a good foldier, an excel-

lent officer, and a great general, an enemy to the Chri-

flians by a principle of religion, and often engaged in.

tlie field againft the hofpitaliers and templars.

After thelofs of Edefia, the affairs of the Latin

Chriftians began to decline in the call. Godfrey de

Bouillon, the two Baldwins, FulkofAnjou, the re-

nowned Bohemund, the brave Tancred, the old Cour-

tenay and the count of Tholoufe were now no more ;

and their defcendents, foftened and emafculated with

the pleafures of Afia, occupied indeed their places,

but did not fill them : there was none but the young

king Baldwin, and the two military orders, that brave-

ly oppofed the enterprizes of the infidels. But as their

forces noways anfwered their valour, they refoived to

have recourfe to the princes of Europe, and folicite

a new crufade, that might drive the infidels entirely

out of the Holy Land. With this view the bifhop of

Zabulon was difpatched into Europe, and landed at

Marfeiiles. The firft crufade having been raifed in

France, he cam^e thither to folicite a fecond.

Louis VIL was then upon the throne, a

3
1 43. princeyoung and handfome, full ofcourage but

uneven in his conduft, more fcrupulcus than

devout, and utterly ignorant of the great art of reign-

ing. Baldwin's deputy could not have arrived at court

in a more favourable jundure. The king being at war

with Thibaut, count of Champagne and Blois, his vaf-

fal, met with fuch oppofition at the fiege of Vitry in

Parthois, that being exafperated againft the inhabi-

tants, and having carried the place by Horm, he put

all before him to fire and fuord, infomuch, that, it is

faid, thirteen hundred perfons of both fexes, men, wo-
men and children, who had taken refuge in the great

church, all perifhed in the flames of it. A jufl remorfe
fucceedingfo terrible an execution, this prince * refoiv-

ed
* Ludovicus rex Vitrlacum caftrum comitis Theooaldi capit,

ubi igne admoto, ecclefia incenfa, et in ea mille trcL-entfe animae
diverli fexus etsetatis funt igne confumptcs, fiiper qiio rex Ludo-
vicus mifcricordia naotus ploiaflTe dicitur, et hac de caufa peregri-

jiationem Hierofolymitanam agrcH'us a quibufdam jeftimatur.

Rob. de Monte appendix ad .Sigeb. ad annum 1143.



RaimoND Dupuy Jlrjt military Grattd Majler. 7

3

ed to expiate his fault by an expedition to Jerufalem,

the common refource and refuge at that time of the

greatell fmners. He communicated his defign

to pope Eugnius III. who was then in the 1144.

chair of St. Peter, and that he might perform

this pilgrimage in the moil ferviceable manner to the

Chrillians of the Holy Land, he entreated the pontiiF

to caufe a new cruiade, after the example of Urban
n. to be recommended from the pulpit. '

This pontiff, who from a monk ofthe order ofClair-

vaux, and a difciple of St. Bernard, had been advan-

ced to the chair of St. Peter, very much commended
the pious defign of Louis, and to concur with his in-

tentions, fent his briefs through all Chriilen- ^

dom, to exhort princes and their fubjeds to take 1
1 43

.

up arms. He appointed St. Bernard alfo, v/ho

was the oracle of his age, to preach up the crufade in.

France and Germany; and to engage the faithful to

take the crofs, he opened the treai'ures of the church,

and granted a plenary indulgence to all that did io. >»

The holy abbot of Clairvaux, upon the pope's or-

der, quits his retreat, he pafTes fuccefTively to the courts

of the king of France and the emperor Conrad, he
mounts the pulpit, he preaches, thunders, and, full of
fire and indignation, reprefents how great fcandal it

was for Chriftians, to fufFer the heritage of Jefus Chrill:,

in the land that was watered with his precious blood,

to be on the brink of falling again under the tyranny

of the infidels. He omits nothing proper to move his

auditors, and engage them to take up arms ; and it is

affirmed, that, tranfported with zeal, he openly fore-

told a certain viftory and entire defeat of the infidels.

The charms ofhis eloquence, his m.oving and pathetick

exprefiions, the reputation of his fanctity, the happy
fuccefs which, as we faid before, he is reported to

have proclaimed with fo much afiurance, and fomc
fhinino; miracles alfo, which the writers of his life a-

fcribe to him on this occafion, and which may be re-

VoL. I. G garded
» Preuves de rhidoire des comptes de Poitou pae, 483.
* Gaufrid. vita fancti Bernardi.
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gardcd as the fureft credentials of a prophet, all this

induced the emperor, the king of France, and moll

of the princes and lords their vafials to take up arms.

A LAME child being prefented to St. Bernard in the

emperor's prcfence, the holy abbot made the fign of

the crofs, took up the child, and ordered it, before

the v/hole alTembly, to walk ; and then turning to Con-
rad, " This was wrought for you, fays he, that you
** might be affured, that God is indeed with you, and
*' that your entcrprife is pleafmg in his fight."

Several French and German lords, verily perfuad-

ed that St. Bernard v/as entruiled with the power of

heaven, and that like another Mofes he would work
miracles to bring the people of God into the land of

promife, propofed with great importunity, in a coun-

cil held at Chartres, that he might be obliged to take

upon him the general command of the arm) * ; but the

man of God, whofe prudence was no ways inferior to

his zeal, contented himfelf Vv'ith being the herald, and

trumpeter of it. Having accom.pliflied his million, he

retired into his abbey, and left to warlike princes the

honour and perils of the execution.

The emperor and the king of France levied each

of them a prodigious number of troops; each army
was computed at no lefs than feventy thoufand men of

arms, bejides the light horfc and infantry : it looked

as if the French and Germans had refolved by concert

to abandon their country ; and if any capable of bear-

ing arms were upon other accounts detained at home,

thefe new foldiers of the crufade, by way of infult, and

as it were to reproach them v/ith their cowardice, fent

them a fpindle and a dillafF. The veiy women reviv-

ing the hiftory or fable of the Amazons, appeared at

a review on horfe-back and in arms, and formed fe-

veral fquadrons.

Eleanor queen of France, and wife to Louis VIL
was at the head of thefe heroines ; a princefs of fmgu-

lar

•Decaetcro, verbum illud, quod jr.m, ni fallor, audiftis, quo-

modo videlicet in ccnventu Carnotenii, quonam judicio fatis

miror, me quafi ducem ct principem mJiitiae elegerant. Divi Ber-

nard! Ep. 2j6. ad Eug. Pap.
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lar beauty, who, by her marriage, brought the king

the provinces of Guienne and Poitoii, and who would

have been the delight of that prince, if in her purfuit

ofpleafares Ihe had fuftered herfelfto be lefs trarifport-

ed by the warmth of her conilitution, or had not been

fufpecfled to {hare them with other perfons beudes the

king her husband.

ThouJh it looked as if Germany and France had

undertaken to fubdue all Afia, (at leail thefe numerous

armies, with two great princes at their head, and com-
manded by brave officers, were but too capable of

making that conqueft) yet the perfidioufnefs of the

Greeks, ever uneafy and jealous of thele great arma-

ments, their ignorance of the roads, the treachery of

their guides, the want of proviuons, and the nume-
rous and formidable troops which oppofed their paf-

fap-e, ruined both thefe Chriftian armies, even before

they arrived in Palelline. They attempted the iiege

of Damafcus, but in vain, and the mifcarriage was
owing even to fome Chrifdans themfelves.

Conrad fet out lirfl, and arrived at Conftantinople

towards the end of March, A. D. 1147. He was bro-

ther-in-law to Emanuel Comnenus, who then govern-

ed the empire ofthe eaft. Thefe two princes had mar-

ried the two daughters of Berenger the elder, count of

Luxemberg. This alliance made the German prince

prefume he fhould be w^ell received. The perfidious

Greek treated him as his ally, with refpeft to his pri-

vate perfon ; but in regard to his troops as a mortal e-

nemy. By his order, the wells and ciftcrns v/ere poi-

foned in all the places which the Germans pafTed

through ', and thefe flrangers were forced to give an
exceflive price for bread mixed with lime and plaifler.

His brother-in-law furnifhed him with guides, who,
after leading him out of his way, through by-roads

and endlefs windings, in the mountains and "rocks of

Cappadocia, delivered his army half dead with hun-
ger, ftarved and fpent, into the hands of the iniidels,

who cut it in pieces.

G 2. The
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The king of France was fcarce more fortunate, and
though at the pa/Tage of the river Meander, he gained
a coniiderable viftory over the infidels, yet upon his
arrival at Antioch, he met with a miGfortune, which
perhapg more fenfibly affefled him than even the lofs

of a battle.

Raimond of Poiaicrs, uncle by the father's fide to
the queen of France, was then, in right of his wife,
fovereign of that great principality. This prince, by
l:>irth a Frenchman and the king's fubjedl, received
Louis and the queen his niece with all the marks of
honour, and all the magnificence due to his fovereign.
There was nothing to be fecn for the firil days oftheir
arrival, but feafling, balls and turnaments. Raimond,
who hoped to draw fome folid advantages from the ar-

rival of the French in his dominions, added to all

thefe demonitrations of the fincerell joy, magnificent
prefents v/hich he made to the king and the chief offi-

cers of his army. His view was to engage Louis, be-
fore he advanced into Paleiiine, to turn his arms a-

gainfi the ivlahometan princes his neighbours, with
whom he was actually in war. The queen his niece
at his requeft mentioned it to the king, and ufcd the
moil: preffing inftances to induce him to a compliance.
The interefl of the prince her uncle was not the only
motive upon which fne afted. It is faid, that this

princefs, who was not over fcrupulous in point of du-
ty, and was fallen in love v/ith a young baptized Turk
named Saladin, could not think of parting from him.
She pafnonately wifned, that v/hilft the king was march-
ing againft her uncle's enemies, he would leave her at

Antioch. The king, who began to have fome fufpi-

cions of this fcandalous correfpondence, had no other
way to avoid the confequences of it, but by taking her
by night out of Antioch, and carrying her to Jerufa-
lem. As foon as he arrived there, the emperor ofGer-
many came to join him with the broken remains of
his army. Thefe two princes formed the fiege ofDa-
mafcus, and thought themfelves fo fure of fuccefs,

that ^?Y agreed and promifed to confer the fovereign-

G 3. ty
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ty of the place, and the country belonging to it, upon

Thierry count of Flanders. But the news of their de-

fign coming to the ears of fome Latin lords, whofe fa-

thers had, from the time of the firfl crufade, been fet-

tled in Syria, they were fo exafperated, that the count

of Flanders, whom they treated as a Ib'anger and new
comer in refpeft of themfelves, fhould be preferred be-

fore them, that by an abominable treafon, and a cri-

minal correfpondence with the infidels, they caufed the

enterprize to mifcarry. Louis and Conrad, de-

tefting their villany, returned into Europe with 1
1
48.

the miferable remains of their great armies, and

both ofthem with more chagrin than glory.

If we may believe the greateft part of hiftorians,

there were not fewer than two hundred thoufand men
that perifhed in this unhappy expedition. By the fame

means alfo, feveral of the greateft houfes, both of

France and Germany, became extinft. Such as were

concerned in this general lofs, made no fcruple to im-

pute it to St. Bernard ; the father demanded back his

fon of him, the wife her husband, and the moft out-

ragious arraigned him as a falfe prophet. The holy ab-

bot, in his defence, was obliged to make an apology,

which he addrelled to pope Eugenius IIL " They ac-
<' cufe me, fays he, of having made fine promifes
*' which had no eftedl, as if I had afted rafhly in this

" affair; whereas I did nothing but execute your or-
*• ders, or rather thofe which God gave me by you.""

PIe alledges afterwards the example ofMofes, who
having brought the Jfraelites out ofEgypt, did not give

them poileilion of the fertile land that was promifed

them, though he afted only by the orders ofGod, con-

firmed by miracles ; and he maintains, that the mili-

tia of the crufade were not lefs incredulous, or lefs re-

bellious than the Llraelites* : This is one of tlie^ reafons

upon which Otho bifhop of Frifmgen, and brother by
the mother's fide to the emperor Conrad, lays the

greateft flrefs. That prelate, to vindicate his friend St.

Bernard, pretends, that the vices which reigned in the

Chrifiian

* De rebus gcftis Fridevici icnpeiatciis. c, do, p. 231,
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:

Chriftlan armies prevented the efFefl of his prediftions.

But may we not anfwer the German bifhop, that this

reafoning is perhaps more fpecious than folid, fmce if

the holy abbot had been endued with the fpirit ofpro-

phecy on this occafion, he ought, in virtue of that fu-

pernatural light, to have known, that they of the cru-

fade would have offended God, and that inftead of
the vi(flories which his minifler bid them expedl, he
would punilh them with all the calamities that befel

them. Accordingly the hiftorian himfelf, who feems

to be fenfible of the weaknefs of his crvvn reafonine,

is reduced at laft to this ingenuous confeiTion, that the

fpirit of prophecy • does not infpire the prophets on all

occafions.

But whatever were the caufes of this unhappy e-

vent, which we are not allowed to fathom, we fhall

-content ourfelves with obferving, that thofe great

armies, which flattered thcmfelves with fo many con-

quefts, could not take one fingle town from the infi-

dels ; and that the Latin Chriftians of Syria and Pale-

ftine were afterv/ards reduced to a fituation that feem-

ed to threaten them with a total and approaching ruin.

They had nothing lefs to fear from the Egyptians

and the fouthern quarter. The king, to raife a bar-

rier again ft thefe enemies, had caufed the walls of old

Gaza, one of the five lordfhips of the Philiftines, fe-

yen leagues from Afcalon, to be rebuilt. That prince

gave the government of it in property to the order of

the templars'' ; and thefe military friars (men, fays

William ofTyre, full of courage, like the hofpitallers)

made it a place of arms, from whence they reprefied

the excLirfions of the garrifon of Afcalon, and forced

the Sarazens to Ihut themfelves up within their walls.

^ Nor AD IN in the mean time taking advantage
^ ^^ ' ofthe confternatlon into which the retreat of the

troops of the crufade had thrown the people, enter-

ed
*Quamquam et fpiritus prophetarum non Temper fubfit prophe-

tis. De rebus geftis Friderici imperatoris. 1. i. c. 6o. p. t3i.
** Milites templi Gazam antiquam Palaeftincc civitatem reaedifi-

cant, et turribus earn muniunt, Afcalonitas gravitcr infeftant,

Kob. ce mente append, ad chron, Sig. p. 631,
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ed the principality of Antioch at the head of his army,

ravaged the country, took feveral fmall towns ; and
count Raimond confulting his courage rather than his

forces, endeavouring to oppofe the torrent, was rout-

ed, the greateft part of his troops cut in pieces, and
he himfelf periilied in the aftion.

On the other hand, the fultan of Cogni or Iconlum
invaded the county of Edefla, ravaged the country,

and took young Courtenay prifoner, who died foon af-

ter in the chains of that barbarian. Every thing fled

before him. The inhabitants of the towns and villa-

ges, almoil all of them Chriftians, feeing themfelves

deftitute offuccour, abandoned their country and their

houfes to avoid the tyranny of the infidels. Every one
ftrove to reach fome ChrilHan town for fecurity. Bald-

win, king of Jerufalem, to favour at leaft their retreat,

advanced at the head of his nobility, and the two mi -

litary orders, to ferve them for efcorts ; he placed all

his people, men, women, children, cattle and baggage
in the midft of the troops he had got together : he
polled himfelf in the van-gaurd, the count of Tripoli,

with Humfi'ey de Thoron conftable ©f the kindgom,
commanded the rear : and in this order they marched
towards the principality of Antioch. Noradin, who
could not bear that this prey fhould efcape him, advan-
ced immediately at the head of all his cavalry, came up
with the Chrillian army, and poured in every moment
ihowers of arrows to make them halt. He attempted

feveral times to break the Chriftian troops. They could

not march a league without being obliged to fight

;

the infidels, to retard the march of an army embaraf-

fed enough otherways with their baggage, returninp- e-

very moment to the charge. But on what fide foever

they made their attack, they found always either the

young king, or the count of Tripoli, at the head of the

hofpitallers and templars, prefenting a terrible front,

and bearing down before them every rank and part of

the army that durfl approach them ; fo that Noradin,

not able to break them, and wanting provifions, gave

over
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over at laf! the purfuit, and the Chriftian army arrived

fafe in the territories ofAntioch.
Whilst the king was thus employed in refcuinfr

thefe people from flavery, he was within a few mo-
ments of lofing his capital, by another enterprize of the
infidels. Tv/o of their princes called Jaroquins, Tur-
comans by nation, whofe father or grandfather reign-

ed in Palelline before the Sarazens recovered Jerufa-
lem., being prefied by the reproacJies of their mother,
and informed of the king's abfence, levied a confide-

rable army, marched from their own country, pafTed

through Damafcus, fell upon the Chriflian territories,

and advanced ujo to the gates of the holy city. The
inhabitants, in a terrible conllernation, faw them in-

camp in the evening upon mount Olivet. The bar-

barians flattered themfelves, that they fhould be able

the next day to take by fcalado, a place where they

knew the king had left no ^arrifon ; but out of an ex-
cefs of confidence; ever dangerous in war, they lofl

one of thofe lucky moments on which the greatefl fuc-

cefTes depend. The inhabitants recovering from their

conflernation, and encouraged by fuch hofpitaliers

and templars as were left in the city, took arms ; and
as they were not enough in number to defend their

walls, inllead of waiting in the city for the coming up
of the enemy, they inue out in the dark at midnight,

fall upon the camp of their enemies, whom they find

buried in fleep, fet fire to their tents, cut the cordage,

and carry terror and death on every fide.

Ta E infidels, furprifed and terrified with fo unexpe6l-

ed an attack, fled for their lives, and their whole force

disbanded, without keeping any certain road. As they

fied towards Jericho, they fell into a body of cavalry,

commanded by the king in perfon, who, having had
advice that they were entered his territories, was ad-

vancing to the relief of Jerufalem. Above five thouf-

and were cut in pieces ; others were knocked on the

head by the Chriftian peafants; and the garrifon ofNa-
poloufa, which waited for them as they returned, com-
pleated the difperfion, and purfued them to the banks

of
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of Jordan, where the infidels, to avoid the fword of

the Chriilians, and in hopes of fwimming over the ri-

ver, threv/ themfelves in and were drowned.

The king, to make reprifals, rcfolved in his turn to

ravage the territory of Afcalon ; he put him-

felf at the head of liis army and, followed by 1
1
52.

the great mailers of the two military orders,

and the principal nobility of his kingdom, entered the

country, deflroyed all before him with fire and fword,

and demolifhed abundance of fummer-houfes and gar-

dens belonging to the chief inhabitants of Afcalon.

He advanced next up to the gates of that important

place ; and having taken a vievv^ of it himfelf, refolved

to befiege it. But as he had not troops enough for fo

great an enterpize, he fummoned all the nobility and

gentry of his kingdom. Some pilgrims, who were juil

arrived, generoufly offered him their fervice, and the old

men of the country, worn out with age, the glorious

remains of the firil crufade, ran to the camp. Each

was aihgned his proper quarter, whilft Gerard lord of

Sidon, to hinder any fuccours being throv/n into the

place, kept the fea Vv'ith fifteen galiies.

The city of Afcalon, one of the five governments

of the ancient Philiftines, v/as feated at the foot of an

hill, on the fide of the Mediterranean fea, feven leagues

from Gaza, which was a Chriftian city, and the fron-

tier of the kingdom of Jerufalem on that fide next E-
gypt, fituate on the edge of the defart which divides

the two kingdoms, and at that time in the poiTeffion of

the templars.

As GALON was in figure like a femicircle, formed

by the town and buildings, the fea ihore making as it

were the diameter. It v/as encompalTed with high

walls, fortified at proper diftances with ftrong towers,

well fupplied with warlike engines to throw ftones and
darts \ the ditches were flat bottomed and fuUof wa-
ter : fome advanced v/orks hindered all approach to

the body of the place, and they had added all the for-

tifications that the art of that time could devife. The
i>ing, young as he was, managed this important fiege

himfelf:
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himfelf. From the time the great Godfrey de Boalllon

there had never been feen in the Holy Land a prince in.

whom, at fo green an age, were united fuch fmgular va-

lour, fo great a capacity, and fuch rare talents

^ ^
' for war. The fiege was long and very obllinate

;

the attacks brisk and continual ; the defence too was
brave, and the fallies, or rather the battles, frequent*.

The Chriilians did not get a foot ofground but what cod
them a great number of men ; and they often loll the

next day what they had gained over night, at the ex-

pence of the lives of their braveil foldiers. The Hege

had already lafted five months, with good and ill fuc-

cefs alternately, when a flrong fieet coming from E-
gypt, and laden witli provifions and land forces, ap-

peared oiF Afcalon. This fleet confifted of feventy

gallies, befides vefTels of burden, which carrie i a pro-

digious q;uantity of arms and provifions. The Chri-

llian admiral, v.'ho had but fifteen gallies, finding him-
felf not fufficiently provided to difpute the paflage

with the Egyptians, retired as fall as he could, and the

infidels landed their fuccour without any oppofition.

It was received with great acclamations ofjoy by the

garrifon and inhabitants, who from the towers infult-

ed the Chrillian army, and asked the foldiers when
they defigned to return to Jerufalem. This feemed
indeed the only refolution they had to take ; at leaft

it v/as the fentiment of the nobility, and moll of the

chief officers in the army. But the great mailer of
the hofpitallers, feconded by the patriarch, and the reft

of the bifhops, was of a contrary opinion*". He re-

prefented to the king, that fuch a Hep would only

ferve to deprefs the courage of his foldiers, and raife

that of the enemies, and perhaps put ihe fultan upon
the defign of forming in his turn the fiege of Jerufa-

lem. Several councils were held upon this occafion

:

at laft the king, after a mature examination of the rea-

fons
« Wil. Tyr. 1. 17.
* In oppofita fententia dominus patriarcha, dominus quoque

Tyrienfis erant cum clero, confortem habentes dominum Raimun-
clum magiftrum hofpitalis cum fratribus fuis, Wil, Tyr. 1. 17,
c. 28. p. 928.
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fons on both fides, declared himfelf forthe moH ho-

nourable refolution, and it was determined to continue

the fiege.

In the mean, time the Egyptians that were landed at

Afcalon, being recovered from the fatigues of the fea,

made frequent fallies. They thought to gain an eafy

conqueft over the chriilians, who had been reprefent-

ed to them as difpirited and worn out w^ith the length

of .the fiege; but they were not long without fmding

by experience, that valour fupplies the want of num-
bers. Tlie Chriftians always rcpulfed them with ad-

vantage. As there was no adlion of this kind but

coll the infidels a number of men, their fallies grew lefs

frequent, and their mettle cooled ; on the other hand,

the courage ofthe ChriiHan foldiers encreafed; and the

templars having filled up the ditch, advanced their

works as near as they could to that part of the wall

which was oppofite to them, caufing a tower or fort of

wooden caftle of great height to be brought thither.

This tower was a machine made ufe of at that time

in fieges, which they drove upon wheels ; and v/hen

it was within reach of the walls, they let down a

wooden bridge with rails, from whence the befiegers

annoyed and fought the befieged ; and when they met
with but little refiftance, they threw themfelves into

the place, and endeavoured to make themfelves ma-
ilers of it.

The Sarazens, one evening before the templars had
advanced this machine to the foot of the wall, threw

a great quantity of dry wood, bitumen, oil, and com-
bullible matter, near tlie v/oodcn tower, and then fet

fire to it, in hones that the flames would reach the

tower. But the defign proved fatal to its authors

;

there arofe in the night an eaflerly wind, which, inflead

of fetting fire to the tower, drove the flakes againllthe

wail, burnt the mortar, with which it v/as built, and

made it give way. Some templars, who did not in

the leafl queflion but their machine had been burnt,

going out of mere curiofity the next day to fee the re-

mains of it, were Ilrangely furprized to find it entire,

and
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and they perceived at the fame time an opening made
in the Vvall, which would facilitate the icaling of it.

They immediately advertifed their grand mailer of it:

That lord, tranfported with joy, came privately thither

to take a view of the breach himfelf,and finding it prac-

ticable, without giving any account of it to the king, he
ordered a brigade of his knights to enter. No fooner

did they appear fvvord in hand, and with that daring

countenance that fuccefs infpires, but the inhabitants

thought the town was taken : Moftofthem fled immedi-
ately to fave themfelves; and the principal officers ofthe

garrifon, to avoid the firll fury of the Chriftian foldiers,

threw themfelves into boats, and put off from the fhore.

But the great mailer's avarice hindered the Chriftians

from making their advantage of the fright of the in-

fidels ; for this chief of the templars, defirous to fe-

cure the whole plunder of the city to him.felf, inftead

of fending to the king for more troops to fullain the

templars who had entered the place, polled himfelf

with the rell of his knights upon the breach, to keep
the foldiers of the Chriftian army from paffing it », in

cafe any of them liiould perceive the opening made in

wall. In the mean time, the few templars who had
thrown themfelves into Afcalon, ventured prefumptu-

oufly into the middle of the city, to have the plunder

of the principal houfes to themfelves, where the inhabi-

tants recovering from their fright, no fooner perceived

howfmall a number there was of them, than they ral-

lied and made head againfl them. The templars then

faw themfelves attacked by the troops of the garrifon,

and from the tops of the houfes came pouring down
upon them fireworks, fcalding water, ftones, tiles, and
every thing that the befiegcd found next at hand. The
templars, after the lofs of a great number of their com-

rades,

* Magifler mllitlfe templi Bcrnardus Detrimelas cum fratribus

fuis alios ante multo prasvenicntes aditum occupavL-rant, nemi-

nem nifi de fuis intrare permitrentcs, cos autcm hac intentione

dicebantur arcere quatenus primi ingredientcs fpolia majora et

manubias obtinerent ubericres Dum ergo cupiditatc lapti aJ

prxdas participlum renuunt habere ccnfortes, in mortis periculo

jnerito re^'erti funt foli. Will. Tyr. 1. 17. c. 27.
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rades, were forced to a precipitate retreat ; every one
Bed to regain the breach by which he had mounted at

iiril with (o much courage ; the great mailer too was
obliged himfelf to abandon the poll he was in pofTeffi-

on of; the iniidels feized upon it, made cuttings ofF

and entrenchments before the place where the Clirifti-

ans had entered, and by new barricadoes put it in a
condition of defence.

'Tis impofiible to exprefs the king's indignation and
the wrath of the foldiers, when they were apprifed that
nothing but the avarice of the templars had occafioned
their miffing fo difiicult and glorious a conquell. The
inhabitants of Afcalon, on the contrary, increafed in
confidence and courage; and the next day mixing
themfelves with the Egyptian garrifon, they made a
frelh fally in good order, and boldly attacked the lines
of the Cliriflians. The fight was bloody, and the fuc-
cefs doubtful for a long time; the viflory changed
fides moi-e than once ; the infidels at firll filled up fe-
veral fathoms of the trenches, ruined fome redoubts,
threw themfelves fword in hand into the Chriftian
camp, demolifhed the tents, and penetrated as far as
the king's quarter.

That prince, at the head of the nobility, fought
with an invincible courage, and gave time to his troops
to recover from their furprize, and get over their firft

conllernation. The templars, eager to wafli away with
their blood the fault they had committed, expofed
themfelves like furies in the thickefl of the enemies
battalions ; and the hofpitallers, whofe zeal and emu-
lation fpurred them on to danger, prodigal of their
lives, never heeded the lofmg them, provided they could
kill a Sarazen. The Egyptians fhev/ed no lefs courage
on their part ; they were all for vanquiihing or dying.
This fally, or rather battle, lafled from morning till

evening. At lall the infidels, alloniihed at the invin-
cible courage of the chriftians, and daunted with the
force of their blows, began to give way a litle. The
king feeing them flag, refumed new vigour, and broke
into them fword in hand. It was afterwards a mere

VOL. I» H butchery
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butcher/ rather than a fight. The Chriftian foldlers,

breathing blood and vengeance againft the infidels,

gave no quarter ; torrents of blood ran down the lines,

and moll of the Egyptians that came to the fuccour of
Alcalon, perifned in this fally. Such as could efcape

the fury of the Chriftian foldiers got back into the

town, carrying thither, with the fhame of their defeat,

a defpair of faving the place. The inhabitants upon
the lofs of this reinforcement, loft likeways all hopes

of raifmg the fiege. There was a general confterna-

tlon ; the old men, women and cliildren never ftirred

from the mofques, wearying out heaven with their vain

prayers ; fuch as had ftill any health and ftrength left,

employed themfelves in making intrenchments behind

the walls of the city; but a ftone of a prodigious big-

nefs, thrown from one of the engines of the befieger§,

falling by chance upon a great beam carried by forty

men, moft of whom were malhed to pieces, the terror

of the people, already prepoftefled that they could not

rcfift the Chriftians, increased to fuch a degree, that

they refolved to prevent the terrible confequences of

an affault by a timely compofition.

A SUSPENSION of arms was firft agreed on, under

pretence of carrying off the dead on both fides, and by

means of this truce they entered into a negotiation.

The treaty was foon concluded between parties, the

one of which was afraid of being carried by ftorm,

and the other of a new fuccour's obliging them to raife

the fiege ; fo they clapped up an agreement, that the

Sarazens fhould deliver up the place im.mediately to

the Chriftians, and that the latter fhould furniih them

waggons with a convoy to carry their effefts to Laris,

a city in the defart i which was executed pundlually

Auguft 12. A. D. 1154.'

Thep.e had been no conqueft, fince that of Jenifa-

lem, either more glorious or more ufeful than this of

Afcalon. The Chriftian garrifon that was placed there

joining with that of Gaza, raifed contributions even in

Egypt itfelf. The news of its being taken was receiv-

ed

*.Thecontinuator of Sigebert places this v .nt in A. D, iij-j*
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ed with extrordinary joy in Europe : They were well

apprized of the part which th^, mailer of the hofpi-

tallers had in it, and the acknoW-ledgement of his

fervices was, in all probability, the reafon why pope

Anaftafius IV. granted new privileges to the order, and

confirmed the old ones, as may be feen in the bull of

this pontiiF addreiTed to Raimond Dupuy. The pope

therein declares, that following the example of his pre-

deceilors Innocent II. Celeftine II. Lucius II. and Eu-

genius III. he takes the hofpital and houfe of St. John

into the protedion of St. Peter ; that he allows the

hofpitallers to build churches and church-yards in all

the lands and feigniories belonging to them., and to

inter their deceafed brethren there, with all the cere-

monies of the church, notwithllanding any interdift

ifTued out by the ordinary, and even to fay or caufe

mafs and divine fervice to be faid once a year in any

other interdicted churches, if lying in the road which

the hofpitallers are obliged to travel in obedience to

the orders of their fuperiors.

The holy father, directing his difcourfe to them,

fays, " As you, my brethren, make fo worthy an ufe

" of your goods and poiTelnons, employing them for

*' the maintenance of the poor, and entertainment of

" pilgrims, we forbid all the faithful, of what dignity

" foever they are, to exaft the tythe of your lands,

*' or to publiih any ecclefiaftical fentence of interdift,

*< fufpenfion 01 excom.munication in the churches be-

" longing to you ; and in cafe of a general interdid

*' laid upon whole countries, you may ftill continue to

" have divine fervice faid in your churches, provided

«' it be done with the doors fhut, and without ringing

" of bells. We grant you likeways the liberty or ad-

" mitting priefts and clerks, as well into your princi-

" pal houfe of Jerufalem', as into the other fubordi-

" nate houfes that depend upon it. And iPany bi-

" fhops or ordinaries oppofe it, you may neverthelefs,

*' in virtue of the authority of the holy fee, receive

*' them, after proper teftimonials of their ccnduitt

;

" and fuch priefts and clerks Ihall be. abfolutely cx-

H 2 empted
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empted from their jurifdiftion, and be fubjeft only
to the holy fee and your chapter. You may like-
ways receive laicks of free condition for the fervice
of the poor. And as for fuch brothers as have been
once admitted into your fociety, we forbid them to
qmt It, or to enter into any other order under pre--
tence ofgreater regularity. And with regard to the de-
dication of your churches, the confecration of your
altars, and the ordination ofyour clergy, vou Ih^U ap-
ply to the bifhop of the diocefe, ifhe be in commu-

^^

nion with the holy fee, and will confer holy orders
" gratis; but if not, you are authorized by the holy
'' lee to chufe any billiop you Ihall fee fit. Moreover,
« we coniirm anew all grants of lands and fcianoriesm the prefent poileiTion ofyour houfe, or whicli you

Ihall hereafter acquire on this fide the fea, or beyond
It, as well in Europe as in Afia. In fine, (fays A-
naftafius, direding his fpeech to the great mailer,)
when It ihall pleafe God to take you to himfelf,
we ordain that your brother hofpitailers ihall have
full and entire liberty to eleft your fucceifor, any

«• force or contrivance to the contrary whatfoever not-
" withftanding."

Though this bull of pope Anaftafius was in the
main only a confirmation of the privileges which his
predeceiTors had already granted to the order of St.
John, yet Foucher, then patriarch of Jerufalem, and
the other Latin bifnops of Paleiline, refolutely oppofcd
thefe exemptions, which were fo many diminutions of
their jurifdftion and revenues.

Of all the ecclefiaftical penalties inflifted by popes
and biihops upon finners, that of a general excommu-
iiication or interdid, though fcarce fo much as known
in the primitive church, was at that time the moil fre-
quent. They made ufe of it againft princes that were
refraftory to the church ; the thunder bolt was level-
led at their dominions ; all their fubjedls were invol-
ved in the fentence, and a multitude of innocent per-
fons fuifered on account of a fingle offender. The
form and manner of executing this fentence had no-

thingo

n
C(

c
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thing in it but what was difmal and even terrible.

The altars v/ere intirely ftripp'd ; the croiTes, the ihrines

for relicks, the imag-es and ftatues of the faints were

laid flat upon the ground, and covered all over, to fig-

nify that it was a time of grief and mourning : The
bsiis ceafed to be rung, and were even taken down
from the belfreys : No facrament was adminillred,

but baptifm to children newly born, and confeifion and

the communion as a viaticum to dying perfons : No
mafs was faid in ,churches but with the doors Ihut

;

fleih was prohibited, during the interdid", as much as

in lent; and to fuch a height was this rigour carried,

that people were forbidden to greet one another, or be

fhaved, nor was it permitted to give the tonfor, or cut

the hair of the priefts or clergy.

But what is flill more deplorable is, that fome

popes and bifhops often employed thefe arms againft

kings and fovereign princes, and for intereits purely

temporal. 'Twas one of the fureft inllruments oftheir

government. The people, frighted to fee themfelves

deprived of the outward exercife of religion, forced

their fovereigns, for fear of a general revolt, to fubmit

to the yoke, 'Tis no wonder therefore, ifthe patri-

arch of Jerufalem, and other Latin bifnops of the eafl,

bore impatiently, that whilft the kings of Jerufalem,

snd the princes of Antioch and Tripoli, v/ere not ex-

empt from their jurifdiftion in point ofthe interdict, the

popes fhould grant this privilege to the hofpitallers.

Thefe prelates too were not lefs aggrieved with the

exemption from tythes, which they had feized after

the conqueft of the Holy Land, to the prejudice of the

clergy of the Greek church.

The natural defire of preferving great poffefTions,

and defending their authority, motives which touch

men to the quick, broke the union which hadiiitherto

fubfifted between the fecular clergy and the hofpital-

lers. The biihops could not bear to think, that the

holy fee had difpenfed with the knights from paying

them the tythe ofall their poiTeffions, and they extended

this right and their pretenfions even to ihe booty that

H 5 might
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might be gained from pillaging the camp and territo-

ries of the infidels. The privilege likeways which the

hofpitallers had obtained of faying or caafmg divine

fervice to be faid in their churches during the inter-

dift, notwithftanding they did it with the doors fliut,

brought abundance of offerings and alms to the prielts

and chaplains of the order, which the fecular clergy

looked upon as (o many robberies committed upon
themfelves. Befides thefe general grievances, Foucher

the patriarch complained of one particular relating to

himfelf, viz. that the hofpitallers, whofe church and
houfe Hood near the church of the holy fepulchre, had
creeled more magnificent buildings than hisownchurch

and palace : The complaints were bitter on both fides

;

the one founded their claim on common right, the o -

ther pleaded their privileges in bar of that right. In-

vedlives and abufive language fucceeded thefe recipro-

cal complaints ; and, what is not to be mentioned

without concern, they proceeded at laft to afts of vio-

lence. 'Tis faid, that arrows were ihot from the quar-

ter of the hofpitallers again ft the priefts of the patri-

arch. Thefe eccleiiafticks indeed did not return force

for force ; but out of a more refined fort of venge-

ance, they gathered up thefe arrows, tied them in a

bundle, and, to preferve the memory of fo odious an

outrage, fixed them up at the entrance of the church

of Calvary. William Archbilhop of Tyre relates

this fad as an eye-witnefs »
; but that writer,

though no way favourable to the hofpitallers, owns

at the fame time, that the great mailer was reverenced

as a good man that feared God : Thefe are his very

words. He adds, that the caufe of thefe difienfions

oup-ht to be laid upon the popes, who had exempted

thefe military friars from the epifcopal jurifdidion.

The patriarch, to obtain a repeal of thefe privile-

ges, which were fo odious to him, under-

iirr. took the weilern voyage, though near an

hundred years old, and refolved to go in per-

fon to pope Adrian IV. who was then upon the holy

fee.

• 1. 17. c. 3. p. 933.
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fee. He was accompanied with Peter archbifhop of

Tyre the hiftorian's predeceflbr, Baldwin archbilhop

of Cefarea, Frederic bifhop of Acre, Amaury of Si-

don, Conftantine of Lydda, Renier of Seballe, and

Herbert of Tiberias. The great mafter and council

of the order fent deputies alfo on their part, to anfwer

the complaints of thefe prelates ; and, if we may be-

lieve William archbilhop of Tyre, thefe deputies had

o-ot the ftart of the patriarch, and by great prefents

had made the pope and whole court of Rome their

friends. Foucher and the other bilhops of Paleftine

had audience of the pope at Ferento, a little town
near Viterbo. This ereat affair was debated at fe-

veral feiTions before the pope and the whole college of

cardinals; and for the better maintaining of the rights

of the parties, both fides v/ere allowed advocates and
lawiers to plead for them. The bilhops complained

that the holpitallers, abuling their privileges, received

excommunicate perfons into their churches, and in

cafe of death gave them Chriftian burial; that during

the interdift laid upon the city, they had rung their

bells, contrary to an exprefs claufe in their privileges ;

that their church being near that of the holy fepul-

chre, they fet them continually a ringing whilll: the

patriarch was preaching the word ofGod to the people,

on purpofe to hinder his being heard ; and that they

refufed to pay tythe of their revenues in all the dio-

cefes of Paleiline, v/here they had any lands and e-

Itates.

The archbifhop of Tyre, after relating all the com-
plaints of the clergy, fays nothing of the defence made
by the hofpitallers ; he only gives us to underftand,

that they got the affair protraded; that by their pre-

fents and intereft in the court of Rome they kept the

pope from giving judgment in it, and the patriarch

and bilhops of Paleiline, feeing plainly of themfelves,

and having fecret advice from their friends, that they

Ihould never obtain any fentence, took leave of the

fovereign pontiff, and returned home, fays the hillo-

rian,
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rian, loaded with confufion. He adds, « that of all

the cardinals there were hut two fo jufl and raitliful to

Jefus Chrlft, as to declare themielvcs in favour of th«
clergy ; that the pope and all the rcll of them, corrupt-

ed b/ the prefcnts of tlie hofpitallers, followed, fays

he**, the ileps of Balaam, fonof Bofor; a compari-
fon certainly wtry odious, and the more fo, becaafe
of the two cardinals, that were, according, to this au-
thor, fo faithful to Jefus Chriil:. For one of them was
Oftavlan, who fethimfelf up afterv/ards for antipope,

by the name of Vi(5lor II. and caufed a terrible fchifm
and infinite mifchief to the church ; and the other was
John de Morfon, cardinal of St. Martin, one of the

miniflers of his ambition, and the principal abettor of
the fchifm.

To juftify entirely the memory of Adrian,
we are indiipenfibly obliged to obferve, that 1156.
this pontiff, one of the mcft difmtereiled

popes that ever fat upon the throne of St. Peter, far

from enriching his family out of the treafures of the

holy fee, gave not the leall fhare of them to his relati-

ons ; that he carried his difintereftednefs even to an
unwarrantable rigour ; and though his mother, who
furvived him, was reduced to extreme poverty, all

that he did for her was, by his will to recommend her
to the charity of the church of Canterbury. But if

we may believe Bofio, his bare declaring in favour of
the holpitallers was enough to draw upon him all the

bitternefs that flows, fays he, from the pen of that

partial hiftorian.'^

After all, the patriarch of Jerufalem and hishiflo-

rian could not but know, that the predece/Tors of Ana-
ftafms had before this granted the hofpitallers moft of
the privileges in queftion, without any complaint ever

being made of their being procured by bribery. But
it

•1. iS. c. 8. ^\. 18. c. 3.

'Nella narratione della qual iftcria il fus detto archivefcovo
diTyro aggrava moltola mano addoiTo a gli hofpitalieri, fcrivendia

in quefto particolare piu tofto come prelate et archivefcovo orien-
tale, et confequentemcnte come intereflat© et appaflianato, che
come iftorico. Bofio, I. 6. p. 197.
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it is probable enough, that the popes being engaged

in troublefome wars, either againfl the emperors of

the weft, or the Normans of Apulia and Sicily, and

even againft the inhabitants of Rome, were not un-

willing to exempt the hofpitallers and templars from

the j urifdiflion of their ordinaries, thereby to engage

more particularly in their interefts, fo confiderable a

military body, whofe power and riches were continu-

ally encreafmg in all parts of Chriftendom.

I SHALL not take upon me to give an account of

the feveral fettlements, made in thofe times in favour

of the hofpitallers of St. John : this would carry me
too far. But I think myfelf obliged to obferve, that

part of the great revenues of the hofpitallers and tem-

plars came chiefly from the princes, nobility and
gentry, who, upon taking the habit and crofs of the

two orders, gave them moil: of their great feigniories.

Thus about that time Guy, count and fovereign of

Forcalquier, taking the crofs and habit of an hofpital-

ler, gave to the order of St. John his caftle of Manof-
que, which contained fuch confiderable lands and feig-

niories, that they made a bailiwic of it afterwards,

with the title of bailiif inftead of commander. The
Grandees of Spain did not come behind the French in

thefe fentiments of efteem for the tvvo military orders,

and the hiftorian of Arrap-on tells us, that about A. D.

1153, Don Pedro Dartal, the firft baron of that king-

dom, gave to the hofpitallers and templars the city of

Borgia, with its dependencies, which they exchanged

afterwards with Raimond Berenger, prince ofArragon,

for Dumbel, and the caftles of Alberic and Cabanos.

These donations, fo frequent at that time, will be

lefs furprizing, if we confider the admirable ufe that

thefe military friars made of them. Out of all their

great revenues, the hofpitallers and templars ha:d only

a very frugal fubiiftence ; the reft was either dedicat-

ed to the maintenance of the poor, or employed in car-

rying on the war againft the infidels.

Yet thefe warriors, fo fierce and terrible in the day
of battle, were quite other men when they came back

to
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to their convent. Scarce had they laid afide their arm^,
but they refumed with the regular habit, all the exer-
cifes of their firft profefTion. Some applied themfelves
to the fervice of the fick ; ethers were taken up in en-
tertaining the pilgrims; fome cleaned their arms, or
mended the accoutrements of their horfes ; and all,

in their refpedlive employs, kept a religious filence,

and feemed as referved and penfive as if they had been
hermits and anchorets : a new manner of life, very rare
and unknown till then, wherein, without being entire-

ly confined to the cloifter, or engaged in the world,
they praftifed fucceffively all the virtues of two fuch
oppofite conditions. This we learn from St. Bernard,
a contemporary writer, who, in the defcription which
he has left us of the templars manner of life, has
drawn a fort of living piflure ofthe military friars of
thofe times, fuch an one as it is to be wifhed' their fuc-

ceiTors had always before their eyes.
*' They live together, fays that holy abbot, in an
agreeable, but frugal manner ; without wives or
children, or having any thing in property to them-
felves, even fo much as their own will. They are

never idle, nor ram.bling abroad -, and when they
are not in the field marching againll: the infidels,

they are either fitting up their arms, and the har-
nefs of their horfes, or elfe employing themfelves
in pious exercifes by order of their fuperior. An
infolent expreffion, an immoderate laughter, the leaft

murmur, does not pafs without a fevere correction.

They detell: cards and dice, they are never allowed
the diverfion of hunting, or ufelefs vifits ; they abo-
minate ail fliows, drolleries, difcourfes, or fongs of a

" loofe nature ; they bathe but feldom, are generally
" in an undrefs, their face burnt with the fun, and
*' their look grave and folemn. When they are en-
*' tering into an engagement, they arm themfelves
" with faith within and fteel without, havinor no or-
*' naments either in their drefs, or upon the accoutre-

ments of their horfes ; their arms are their only
finery, and they make ufe of them with courage,

" withouL
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^' without being daunted, either at the number or

" force of the Bai-barians ; all their confidence is in the

*' God of hotts; and in fighting for his caufe they feek
*' a fure vidlory, or aChriftian and honourable death. "'-

The luftre of their virtues, and the glory they ac-

quired daily by their valour, raifed a generous emula-

tion among the nobility and gentry of Spain. We ob-

ferved, at the beginning of this hiilory, that the Moors

in the eight century took the greatell part of that king-

dom from the Goths. 'Tis well known, that the Chri-

ftians which remained of that nation, flying from the

perfecutionofthe infidels, retired at firilinto the moun-
tains of the Allurias, from whence they fallied out af-

terwards, under the conduft of Pelagius, to defend

their liberty and religion. That prince, by little and

little, enlarged the bounds of his kingdom. His fuc-

cefTors were yet more profperous ; they recovered feve-

ral provinces from the Moors ; and thefe Chriftian

princes, who carried on the war in different quarters,

to preferve a recipocral independency among them-

felves, ereiSled thefe provinces over which they afTum-

ed a fovereignty into fo many kingdoms. Such is the

original of the kingdoms of Leon, Caflile, Navarre,

Arragon, Portugal, Valentia, &c. The Moors too

on their fide had cantoned out their conquefts, and

we find among thofe Barbarians the kings of Toledo,

Cordova, Murcia and Granada. The one was every

day in adlion againft the other, and for feveral ages

there was a continual war between them. Some Spa-

nifh gentlemen, in imatition of the templars andhofpi-

tallers, and for the defence of religion, formed here-

upon feveral focieties and military orders, compofed

only of the nobility and gentry ofthat nation : ofthefe

the order of Calatrava is reckoned the mofl: antient.

Don Sanchez, the third king of Caftile, having

won from the Moors the city of Calatrava, a flrong

place and frontier of the kingdoms of Caftile and To-
jedo, committed the government and defence of it to

the
* St, Bernard exoratio ad irsil'ites templi.
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the templars : but thefe knights having afterwards ad-

vice that the kings of the Mvoors had joined their forces

to beiiege it, and finding thcmi'elves too few to de-

fend it, they delivered the place back again to the

king.

Sanchez had need of all his forces to keep the

field and make head againft the Moors, who threaten-

ed at the fame time to break into Caftile. That prince

in this diftrefs declared, that if any one was able and

brave enough to undertake the defence of Calatrava,

he would give it him in property, to be held under the

immediate fovereignty of his crown. But the formi-

dable power of the Moors had fo intimidated moft of

the grandees of his court, that there was not one who
offered to throv/ himfelf into a place, which was go-

ing to have at the foot of its wall the whole forces of

the infidels. The king was in utter defpair of being

able to fave it, when a monk of the Ciftertian order,

profefTed in the abbey of Fitero in Navarre, called

brother Diego Velafquez, who, before his profeffion,

had ferved a long time as a foldier, propofed to his

abbot Don Raimond, with whom he was come into

Caftile, to make the king an offer to fuftain the fiege

with his own vaffals, and at his own expence.

The king, who was well informed of the riches of

tliat abbot, and the reputation which Velafquez had

formerly acquired in the army, accepted their offer,

efpecially at ajunfture when he had no other choice to

make. The abbot and his monk returned with all

pcffible expedition into Navarre, and brought back

with them near twenty thoufand men, moft of them

their own vaffals or neighbouringFrenchmen that were

willing to ftiare in fo generous an enterprize ; and

they were afterwards joined by feveral Caftilian gen-

tlemen; at the fame time they fupplied the place with

provisions and ammunition, and this military colony

added to the fortifications of the city a fort which co-

vered it entirely.

'TwAs out of this body of Navarefe and Caftilian

gentlemen, who threw themfelves into Calatrava, that

the
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the military order of that name was afterwards formed,

viz. A. D. 1 158. From the fame motive of making
war againft the Moors ofSpain, there arofe about A. D.
1 175, a fecond military order, dedicated to St. James
of the fword, and A. JD. 121 2, the order ofAlcantara

was inllituted. Thefe three particular orders, cQn-

fmed to Spain, were diilinguifhed from one another

by crofles of different colours, but all equally termi-

nated by flower de luces ; a circumfuince which would
make one imagine, that the Spaniards took thefe

flowers Trom the arms of France, to preferve the me-
mory of thofe fuccours \vhlch the French had brought
them from time to time in their wars againil the in-

iideis.

Such were the military friars in the firfl: age of their

inftitution, which, in refpecl of them, may be reckon-

ed the golden age of thefe orders. The hofpitallers,

templars, and Spaniih knights, were diflinguiihed no
lefs by a folid piety, than by their valour ; but that

blefl'ed time did not laft above an age: the man of
war got infenfibly the better of the monk ; and valour,

love of glory, and oftentimes the deflre of amaiTi no-

wealth, made their devotion and piety flag infenfibly.

Ambition, and views of aggrandizing themfeh^es by-

particular conquefts, began to infedl thefe orders, tho'

founded originally upon the vow of poverty. Out of
this humane motive it was, that the hofpitallers of Fale-
iHne refufed a little before to undertake the defence of
Paiieas, unlefs Humphrey de Thoron, to whom the
place belonged, v/ould confent to divide the property
and revenues of it with them. That lord v/as ibi'ced to

purchafe the aiTiftance oftheir arms with this condition;
and it was not till after fuch a ceffion was ra ade, that
they prepared to march to the fuccour of the place.

Pane AS, a city of Phoenicia, called formerly" Cefa-
rea Philippi, and fituated at the foot of mount Liba-
nus, was a frontier of the principality of Damafcus,
ofwhich Noradin, that formidable enemy of the Chri-
fl:a«s, was the fovereign. The hofpitallers, having a-
grced upon their terms with Humphrey^ loaded a great

^OL.I. I number
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number of liorfcs and caniek with arms, ammunition

and provifions ; all which fet out from Jerufalem un-

der a numerous convoy, and advanced towards the

city, the lad of the kingdom on that fide. Noradiii

having notice from his fpies of the departure of the

convoy, laid an ambuih in the way, and v/hen the

hofpitallers drew near to Paneas, they found them-

felves furroundcd on all fides. However, they made a

brave defence, and fought a long while with their ufu-

al valour; but were forced to yield at laft to fuperior

forces : tliey were bore down by the vail: number of

the infidels, favoured afthe fame time by the advan-

tage of the poll they had feized, and moll of the hof-

pitallers tliat went upon this expedition perilhed in

It : nor Vv^as this defeat the lall difailer that happened

to the Chriftians. Noradin, in hopes of finding the

inhabitants in a confternation at this lofs, laid fiege to

the place, and after a brisk and continual attack of

fome days, made himfelf mailer of the town. He then

prepared to attack the caftle, whither the inhabitant?

had retired; but having advice that the king of Jeru-

falem was marching with great expedition to make

him raife the fiege, this infidel prince, who dreaded

his valour, fet fire to the city, and retired with precipi-

tation. But he had not got far, before he entrenched

himfelf in a craggy place, Vv'here he could not be for-

ced, and from thence obferved the march oftheChri-

fllan army. The king entered Paneas without oppo-

fition, repaired the confufions which the enemy and

the fire had caufed, and putting troops and provifions

into the caftle, fet out upon his return for Jerufalem.

He marched with too much ralhncfs and fecurity to

be upon his ^uard, and had even fent away his foot

before him. ^Noradin quitted the place he had retired

to, advanced into the country, and got before him

without his having any notice of it; and having found

a fpot proDer for an ambufcade, waited at the pafTage,

furprized him, and fell upon his troops, which were

broken almoft without fighting. All that they could

4I0 was to fave the king, but moll of the Cliriilian no-

bility
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bility and officers were taken prifoners. The templars

had no better fuccefs upon this occafion, than the hof-

pitallers in the former aiflion, and brother Bertrand de

Blanch fort their great mafter, a pious and devout man,

fa}'sWilliamofT>Te, was taken prifoner with brother

Odo, one of his knights and marfiial of the kingdom.

The taking of the town ofPaneas was the firft

fruit of the victory of the infidels. They entered it a

fecond time without much difficulty, but miftarried

before the caftle, a place well fortified, and into

which the garrifon of the town and the inhabitants

had retired. As I relate thefe different events no far-

ther than I am obliged by the fhare the military order,

whofe hiftory I wrire, had in them, I (hall not dwell

on what paiTed in Syria during the reft of the year;

Snd fnall only obferve, that Noradin^ always on the

watch to extend his conquefls, took the field early the

year following, and laid fiege to the cafile of Sueta or

Czueta, an ancient city, as it is faid, of the country

o^f Hus. The Latin ChriHians had carefully fortified

this place,which was fituated in the ftraits of the moun-

tains, and opened an eafy pafiage into the plains of

DamafcHs.
The king of Jerufalem, who knew the importance

of tiiis fort, immediately affembled all his troops, and

fupported by a good body of cavalry, brought him by

Thierry count of Flanders his brother-in-law, he re-

folved to try again the fortune ofwar, rather than let

a place of fuch confequence be loft^ The Chriiiian

army advanced on the £de of the mountains, and had

no difficulty to find the enemy, Noradin by the advice

ofSiracon his general chufing rather to draw his troops

out of their lines than let himfelf be attacked

in his camp. He marched up to meet the 1148.

Chriftians, and gave them battle in the plains ->

ofPutaha. The armies focn engaged. The foldiers

on both fides as it were in concert, without {hooting an

arrow, and contrary to the pradlice of thofe times, ad-

vanced fiercely fword in hand. The king at the head

of the principal lords of his kingdom, and followed by

I 2 the
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military orders, in v/hich the flrength of his army lay^

charged the enemy Erlr, drove all before him that

flood in his way, and had the lefs trouble to break
that £rft body, becaufe the Turcomans ufually put
their woril troops in the vanguard. .But after this firll

trial of each other's force, Siracon appeared at the head
of a nev/ line, compofed of old fcldiers ; he rallied

the fugitives and reilored the battle. Upon this oc-

cafion the Chriilians and infidels made extraordinary

efrorts, and both of them, fupported by the view and
example of their fovereigns and generals, fought a long
while with equal fury, without either fide's giving

way, or the leaft appearance of fear and terror. No
fooner was one foldier killed than another flepM up
ill his place, and whatever danger there was in the

iirll: ranks, every one v/as prjfiin?'- to o;et thither: ne-

vcr v/as there feen fo furious and bloody a battle. The
Chriftians, enraged to find fo long a refiilance, and a-

nimated by the generous reproaches of their officers,

made ^ frefh eiFort, and as if they had received a new
reinforcement, flung themfelves in \o refolute a man-
ner into the thickell of tkz enemies battalions, that

the inf-dels, not able any longer to fupporii this laft

charge, were obliged to retire and give ground, tho'

ftili in good order and keeping their ranks. But the

king of Jerufiilem and the count of Flanders, coming
up_at the head of a large body of cavalry, during this

motion which the enemy was forced to make, obliged

them to fly outright and disband entirely. More than

6coo fbldiers on the. infidels fide lay dead upon the

place, belides the wounded and prifoners. All the ho-

nour of the day was jullly afcribed to the king, a young
prince of excellent valour. His courage multiplied

him, as we may fay, on fuch occafions, and particularly

in this lall battle ; he was feen almoll at the fame time

in different places, and in every one where the danger

was greateft, and his prefencc necelTary.

'Tis not known whether the great mafter of the

hofpitallers was in this aftion : his age probably ex-

cufed him from it, he being above fourfcore years old.

The
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The venerable old man, covered with wounds, and

worn oat with years, had v/thdrawn himfelf to the houfe

of the hofpitallers of St. John at Jerufalem. There

in a profound retirement, amidft ferious reflexions,

and in continual exercifes of piety, this genuine fcldi-

er of Jefus Chrifc prepared himfelf for the great day

that is fo terrible even to the holieft monks. He faw

at laft that dreadful moment arrive Vv'hich decides the

fate of an eternity : but if he faw its approaches v/ith

a wholefome fear, it was aifo with the filial confidence

of a true chriftian, who had expofed his life a thou-

fand times in defence of the holy places, where the

author of life himfelf vouchafed to die for the falvation

of man. Thus ended his days in the arms of hie bre-

thren, Raimond Dupuy, the firil of the military great

mailers, much greater by his folid piety and rare va-

lour, than by his dignity, and fich as v/e may com-

pare at the fame time to the holieft founders of regular

orders, and the greateft generals of that age. The
holpitallers, and indeed all the Latin Chriftians of the

eaft, who had been v/itnefies of his virtues, anticipat-

ing his canonization, revered him as of the number of

th"e bieffed; a title which pcilerity confirmed to him.

The end of the firft Book.
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B O O K U. 1

S foon as the hofpitallers had paid their lad
duties to the great mailer, they aflembled

j
for the choice ofhis fuccefTor. BrotherAuger
deBalben was propofed to fill that great poll.

The difintereftednefs, modefty and humility • which
reigned in that firft age of the order, prevented the

putting up of any competitor: Balben 1
Auger d e was elefted with the acclamations and
Balben. concurrent fufFrages of all the chapter.

He was a French gentleman, of the

province of Dauphine, an old comrade in war of Rai-
mond Dnpuy's, of a great age, reverenced in the order

for

* Ad hoc etiam milites templi Hierofolymitani, ac fratres dc
hofpitali, fub religiofo habitu conti.n.;nter viventes, ubique fe mul-
tiplicando in religiofitate fe defcndebant. Chron. Guil, de Nan-
|is ad ann. 113:1
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for his piety and prudence, and of great weight for his
advice in the king's counciL

History affords us a proof of it on occafion ofthe
fchifm raifed in the church upon the death ofpope A-
drian IV. Cardinal Roland, chancellor of the church
of Rome, had been raifed to the chair of St. Peter by
the votes of the greateft part of the cardinals, and had
merited this advancement by his piety and great expe-
rience in the government of the church, wherein he
had always had a great ihare. He took the name of
Alexander III. yet in oppofition to this canonical elec-

tion, cardinal Odlavian, hurried away by his ambiti-
on, and fupported by moft of the fenators and grandees
of Rome, who were his relations, had caufed himfelf
to be declared pope, by the name ofVidor III. byjohn
de Morfon cardinal of St. Martin, and Guy de Crema
cardinal of St. Calixtus. The emperor, who, in his
difputes with the court of Rome, had experienced the
Heady and refolute difpoiition of cardinal Roland, fa-

voured the intrufion of the antipope; the kino-s of
France, England, Naples and Sicily declared them-
felves for Alexander. This competition divided the
whole church, and produced the fatal fchifm we are
fpeaking of.

The pope, defirous to be acknowledged by the La-
tin church of the eaft, fent John, cardinal prieft of St,

John and St. Paul, thither as his legate. Some Ge-
noefe veiTels carried the legate into Phoenicia, and he
landed at Gibyle formerly called Gebal. He imme-
diately difpatched a copy of his powers to the king,
and requefted that prince's permiffion to exercife his
legatine authority throughout the kingdom.
But as the opinions of the council were divid- i i6o.
ed, the king fent him word to ftay at Gibyle,
till he was better informed ofwhat had palTed

^

in the eleftion of the two pretenders. In the 1 1 6 1

,

mean time a council was called at Nazareth,
at which v/ere prefent Amaury patriarch of Jerufalem,
Peter archbifhop of Tyre, all the bifhops of Paleftine'
and the grand mailers of the two military orders. The

king
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king too thought proper to be there, together with his

council and the principal nobility of the kingdom.

The bufmefs of" the council was to determine which

of the popes ihould be acknowledged in Paleftine.

The opinions w^ere divided ; {om.z declared in favour

of Alexander, others preferred the antipope -, and be-

fides divers fafis alledged to jullify the canonicalnefs

of his ele6lion, they reprefented, that this cardinal, in

Adrian's lifetime, had, upon all occafxons, with great

zeal, defended the interefts of the church and clergy of

Paleftine. But the reader may fee in the former book,

that this pretended zeal confilled only in his declaring

ao-ainft the hofpitallers, in concert with the cardinal

of St. Martin, at the afiembly of Ferento.

This was the chief motive which engaged fome

Hfhops to favour Oclavian. The king, v/ho was afraid

that this diverfity of fentiments might occafion a fchifm

in his dominions, ftarted a third opinion. He pro-

pofed to the fathers of the council not to declare for

either of the pretenders, till the church had decided

the queftion in a general council ; that however, in con-

fideratlon of the legate's merit, they ihould allow him
to come to Jerufalem, make his ftations there, and vi-

fit the holy places, but only as a private man, and

without exercifmg any adl of his legatine power.
" The fchifm (fays he, according to William of

** Tyre) is but beginning ; we do not yet knoTv clear-

«' ly enough which fide has the better right. Why
*' then ihould we make fo hafty a determination in an
<* affair of fuch mighty importance ? Befides, (adds
*' the prince) what need has the church of Paleftine of
*• a legate, an oihcer of the court of Rome? Do not
*« we know, that fuch perfons never enter a kingdom
*' without ruining the churches and monaftcriesby their

" exadions ? And can a ftate, exhaufted by continu-

" al wars, which muft be maintained againft the infi-

" dels, furniih fuch immenfe fums as they exadl, un-
" der colour of defraying the neceflary expences of
*' their leo-ation."

A MOTIVE
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A MOTIVE fo prefiing, in wliicli the clergy wer^

particularly interefted, and fupported by a prince whom
all men honoured for his great qualities, drew moil of

the bifhops over to his opinion : and it would have

paifed unanimouily, if the archbifhop ofTyre, fecond-

fd by the great mailer, had not gencroufly oppofed ic.^

The archbiiliop reprefented with great force, that A-
lexander's election was canonical, and made with the

confent of the foundeft part of the clergy and people

of Rome ; that the diliurbance which an ambitious

cardinal raifed in the church could in noways excuie

the faithful from the actual obedience which all Chri-

ftians owed to the lawfal vicar of Jcfus Chrifi: ; that

the way of fufpenfion on this occafion was no fecurity

to their confciences j and tiiat for his part, he was re •

folved to adhere to a pope, in whoi'e eleftion the votes

ofmoil of the cardinals and the wifhes of all good men
concurred. In a word, this prelate fpoke with fo

much zeal and refolutlon, that he brought the king o-

ver to his opinion. The legate was admitted into the

kingdom j bnt he had not long exercifed his functi-

ons there, and exa(Si:£d the dues of his legr.tlne office,

but he became a charge to thofe very pcr.'cns who had
from the firil fliewnthe g-reateil eagernefs of his receo-

tion : thefe are tlie very words of William archbifhop

of Tyre.

T H E patriarch of j erufalem wrote in his own name
and in that ofhis fuitragans to pope Alexander, to a-

quaint him with v/hat had pafTed in his favour in the

fynod of Nazareth. " Being informed, fays he in his

*' letter to him, that your eledlion was made by an
" unanimous concurrence of the clergy and people,

" we have allowed and approved of it j and in con-
" fequence thereof, have excommunicated Odlavian,
" with the two cardinals John and Guy, and their a-

" bettors, and have unanimouHy made choice of, and
*' received you for our temporal lord and fpiritual fa-

" ther." I make no queftion but it will appear ailo-

nilhing to fee this patriarch, even in the king's pre-

fence,

» Eofio lib. 6,
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fence, give the pope the title of temporal lord ; but it

will be lefg furprifing, ifwe confider, that the court of
Romehad formerly endeavoured 'to make it pafs for a
maxim, that all the conquells which the Chriftians had
gained over the inndels, and all iflands, efpecially

where Chriftianity was ellablillied, belonged of right

to the holy fee ; that the popes were the fupreme fo-

vereign? ofthem, and that other princes enjoyed them
only by a title of fuzerainete, or fubaltern fovereign-

ty, 'Tis well enough known what regard is paid now
a days to thefe ultramontain pretenfions.

If we may believe Bofio, all the hofpitallers, by
their adherence to the holy fee, had a great hand in the

ready obedience that the church ofl^alelline paid to-

Alexander III.

The grand mafter of this order was not Icfs fuffici-

ent or lefs fuccefsful in terminating a f.imous difference -

that rofe not long after in the kingdom about the na^
ture of the government. King Baldwin III. being poi-

foned at the age of thirty three, and after a reign of
twenty )-e?.rs, by a Jewifh or Arabian phyfician, No-
radin's miniilers and commanders adviied him to im-
prove the opportunity and invade Palefline. " God

forbid, replied that generous prince, that I fliould

take advantage of the misfortune of the Chriftians,

from whom, after the death of fo great a prince, I
** have nothing more to fear."

Baldwin dying without children, the fuccefiion,

Feb ficcording to the eftablifhed ufage ever fmce

11
6*2 ^^ death of Godfrey de Bouillon, de.
^ fcended upon prince Amaury his brother.

But fome great lords, who fecretly afpired to the

throne of Jerufalem, maintained, from the very ex-

ample ofGodfrey de Bouillon, that the crown was en-
tirely eledive. They added, that if his fuccefTors had
inherited it, it was not fo much in virtue of their birth-

right, as by reafon of the opinion men had of their va-

lour,

» Ep. Urb. II. apud Ughel. I. 3. p. 423. Ep. Adrian IV. Tom'
JO. Conci]. edit. CofTart. p. J 144. Joan de Salisberj' metalog. 4*

c. ult. Matt, Paris ad an. Ilj-y.

<<
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lour, and by \v ay of acknov/ledgment for die impor-

tant fervlces they had done the ftate \ in a word, that

the crown ought to be only the price and recom-

pence of merit and valour.

Several gentlemen, without having fuch high pre-

tenfions as thefe great lords, did yet adhere to their

party out of the fear that had been inflilled into them
of young Amaury'? government/ a prince indeed of

great courage, bold, enterprizing, and even of a fuperi-

or genius ; but proud, haughty, prefumptuous, the or-

dinary foibles of youth j and, v/hat v/as more farprizing

at his age, covetous, and fufpe(R:ed of thinkmg no

means unjull that could contribute to fwell his exche-

quer.

Yet this prince v/as not without his partifans : all

the gentry and military men, who had received favours

from his family, were inviolably attatched to him.

The clergy and people, who honoured the memory of

the kings Fulk and Baldwin, declared openly for A-
maury. Befides, as he was pofleiied of the counties

of JaiFa and Afcalon, by way of appanage, he foon

faw himfeif at the head of a powerful army ; and that

of the great lords began to decline and leffen every

day through the diverfity and competition of their in-

terells and pretenfions.

However, both parties made preparations for war,

and it looked as if this great difpute could have been

determined no other way than by force; but mofc of

the good men, v/ho forefaw with grief the difmal con-

fequences of a civil v/ar, laboured and interpofed for

an accommodation. The grand mafter of the hof-

pitallers had the principal ihai;e in it. That wife old

man, ftill more venerable for his virtue than his age,

reprefented to thofe grandees, who v/ere moft jealous

and fond of their pretenfions, that the divifion they

were raifmg in the kingdom tended dirediy to open

the gates of Jerufalem to the Sarazens or Turcomans

;

that the crown which they refufed to put upon Amau-
ry's head would infallibly pafs upon that of Noradin,

or

« Will. Tyr. 1. 19. c. 11.
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or the caliph of Egypt :
" And if this misfortune hap-

*• pens, fays he to them, what will become of you ?

youll be the flaves of infidels and the contempt of
Chriilians ; you will be looked upon as traitors and
Judas's, who have delivered the faviour of the world

*' a fecond time into the hands of his enemies." The
grand mafjjr by fuch difcourfes calmed the fcorm, and
brought thefe lords infenfibly over to the prince's par-

ty ; and after fome negociations, wherein each male-
content took care of his private intjreft, they went all

in a body to aflure Amaury of their fubmifTion. That
prince was afterwards crovv'ned in the church

1 163. of the hcly fepulchre the i S.February h.Y).
1 163, and all the eflates of the kingdom fo-

lemnly took the oath of fidelity to him.

The grand mailer, worn out with years, did not
long furvive thataugull ceremony, which might be
confidered as his own work. He had governed his or-

der fcarce tv/o years, when death carried him off; but
after contributing fo fuccefsfully to the peace of church
and frate, he had lived long enough to die with glory.

The hofpitallers chofe in his (lead brother Arnaud
de Comps, a knight of an illuftrious

Arnaud de family in the province of Dauphine,
Co MPS. who was not at all younger than his pre-

decefibr. Scarce had this new grand ma-
fter taken polTefiion ofhis dignity, when he was obliged

to advance towards the frontiers at the head of the

hofpitallers. The bufmefs was to oppofe fome frefh

jncurfions of the Sarazens. We have obferved, that

afcer king Baldwin III. had taken Afcalon, the caliph

called Elfcis, to fave iiimfelf from the continual in-

roads that the garrifons of that place and Gaza made
upon his frontiers, had fubmitted to pay the kings of
Jerufalem certain fums by way of contribution. But the

caliph Adhed, fuccelfor to Elfeis, or rather Scha-
ours or Sannar, who, by the title of fultan, governed
the (late with an abfolutc authorit}% refufed openly to

pay that fort of tribute any longer y and to break a

treaty fcandalous to his nation in the moll publick

manner,
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manner, he put himfelf at the head of a great body of
troops, and ravaged in his turn the frontiers of Judea.
Amaury,* burning with impatience to revenge this

infraction of the treaty, a/Tembles his forces, fummons
the nobility, gentry, and two military orders, and ad-
vances with great expedition to repulfe the enemy.
Both fides were preparing for a bloody war, v/Iien

there arofe difturbances and civil wars in Egypt, that

obliged the fultan to abandon the frontier, and lead
his troops back into the kingdom. But the kino- of
Jerufalem could make no advantage of this precipitate

retreat.

To underhand tliis point of hiftory, it is necejfTary

to call to mind, v/hat was faid in the firft book of this

work; that after the death of Mahomet, there rofe
up in that feft, and even in the falfe prophet's fami-
ly, feveral princes, chiefs of different dynafties, who,
by the name of caliphs, pretended to be heirs to Ma-
homet's dominions, and the true interpreters of his
law : and under this pretext, and to keep their fub-
jefts in obedience, they had pubiifhed different com-
mentaries and explanations of the alcoran, in many
points contrary and oppofite to one another. Abul-
abbas, furnamed Saffa, one of Mahomet's grandfons,
or at leail defcended of the famxe family, havino- been
proclaimed caliph, v/as the founder of the dynafty of
the Abaffides, which fettled at Bagdat. There were
thirty feven caliphs of this family, who fucceeded one
another without interruption, and were acknowleged
by all the Mahometans of M12., and particularly by
theTurcomans of the Selgeucidian race, for the ricrht-

ful fucceffors of Mahomet,
^

About A. D. 908," the dynafly of the Fathimites,
i. e. of the princes who pretended to de-

Hegir. 296. fcend in a direft line from Aly, and Fa-
tima, Mahomet's daughter, began in A-

frica ; and fixty four years after, the caliph Moez le
Binillah entered Egypt, fubdued it, caufed the doc-
trine of Aly to be received for the only orthodox doc-

K trine,
* Will. Tyr. I, 13. c. j. ^ Will, Tyr. J, 19. c. 20.
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trine, and forbad the obfervance of that ofOmar, and
the AbalTidian caliphs that refided at Bagdat, againll

Vvhcm this prince and his fucceffors, 'till the time of
Adhed that we are fptaking of, kept up a continual

fchifm.

Thi9 variety of fentiments in the explanation of
the alcoran, thefe difputes and fchifms, and efpeci-

ally their genealogies, which were rnoft ofthem fabu-

lous, were invented by thefe princes only to impofe
upon the people, and juftify their ufurpations; but

fuch as were well fettled in their governments laugh-

ed at them. Thus one Thabetheba having asked the

caliph Moez, what branch of the houfe of Aly he v/as

defcended from ? the prince, who was then at the

head of a mighty army, drew his fabre out of the

fcabbard, and brandifhing it before his eyes, " See
" here, fays he, my father, my mother, and my an-
*' cellors J and throwing handfuls of gold to his foldi-

*' ers, fee there, adds he, my children and all my po-
** fterity."

But the defcendants of Moez, grown effeminate

by luxury and pleafures, abandoned infenfibly the

government of the kingdom and the command of

the armies to a firft minifter, vvho, under the title of

fultan, like our old maires of the palace, governed with

an abfolute power, Thefe minifters, who at firft had

the fovereign authority only in truft, fdon made them-

felves independent; they kept the caliphs confined in

the middle of a palace, amidll a troop of women and

eunuchs, and fettered as it were in pleafures. They
left them only fome appearances of fovereignty; the

money ftill bore their ftamp ; they v/ere named firfl in

the public prayers; the fultan too was obliged to re-

ceive the invefliture, and enfigns of his dignity from

the hand of the caliph : but thefe prerogatives went

no farther than mere ceremony. The caliphs durll

not deny the commifHon of fultan to any oftheir fub-

iefts that proved the flrongell. And thefe princes were

*fo unhappy, that whilit they were neceflitated to re-

ceive
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ceive a mafter, they had not fo much as the choice of

their tyrants.

Sannar or Savar, whom we have juil: mentioned,

was then invefted with the dignity and authority of

fultan in Rgypt.This miniiler, at the very time that he

was preparing to attack the Chriflians, law himfelfon

a fudden Gripped of his dignity by a powerful fadion

formed againft him. A Sarazen his enemy, and ring-

leader of the confpiracy, called d'Hargan,

taking his port, and the command of the ar- 1163.

my, advanced out of hand againil the king

of Jerufalem ; they came to an engagement i the E-

gyptians, half naked, and moil: of them Vv^ithout any

arms but their bows and arrows, did not long reiiit

the cavalry of Amaury; particularly the knights of St.

John and the templars, who v/ere armed cap-a-pec.

Thefe warriors, who formed fquadrons truly formi-

dable, foon broke the battalions of the infidels. The
Egyptian army all disbanded after the firft difcharge ,•

the king of Jerufalem remained mailer of the field,

and took abundance of prifoners : his foldiers enrich-

ed themfelves with the booty, and his majeily imme-
diately marched forward with great expedition, and
£lled thofe large provinces with the terror of his arms,

and the dread of his name,
D'Hargan, who had no troops to oppofe him,

had recourfe to a remedy almoil as dangerous the evil

he defigned to avoid. To Hop the torrent, anj gain

time to fend for troops from the higherEgypt, he broke
down the banks of the Nile, and drowned the coun-
try. But when he thought himfelf fecured againfl: the

Chriftians, he was furprized by a new enem.y no lefs

formidable than the king of Jerufalem.

Sannar, whom he had difpolTefled of his dignity,

had taken refuge at the court of Noradin, fukan of
Aleppo ; and to obtain the necellary fuccours for his

reftauration, he offered, in cafe he got the better of
his competitor, to make himfelf his vaifal, and to give

him. every year the third part of the revenue of Egypt.
Noradin, as great a politician as he was a foldier,

K 2 fancied
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fanc'.ed thefe civil wars would afford him a proper op-
portunity and means to make himfclf mailer of that

great kingdom ; befides, that being devoted to the
left and intereils of the AbaiTidian caliphs of Bagdat,
he thought religion would be indebted to him \f he
could extinguifh the fchifm by deftroying the govern-
ment of the Fathimites, whom the Turcomans of the

Selgeucidian race treated as hereticks. With this view
jie received Sannar very favourably, and after the trea-

ty was figned, levied a great body of troops, which,
though fecmingly under the command of the Egypti-

an, were in fad: governed by Schirgovich or Siracon,

ri Ccrde by nation, the frllof Noradin's captains, and
one v/hom he trufted with his moll: fecret intentions.

D'Hargan having notice of this negociation of his

competitor, and of his preparing to enter Egypt at the

head of Noradin's army, and not finding himfelf firong

enough to make head at the fame time againft the Chri-

ilians of Paleftine and the Turcomans of Syria, fued

for peace of Amaury. That prince would not grant

it him, but upon condition of paying the tribute which
had been the occafion of the war ; befides which, he

demanded a large fum ofmoney for the charges of his

armament. The fultan agreed to every thing, think-

ing that, at fo unhappy a jundure, he could not pay
too dear for peace, or at leall for time to get clear of

the enemy that appeared to him the moil formidable

of the two. He marched afterwards againft his rival.

The Turcomans and Egyptians foon met : d'Hargan

\?as defeated : he died in the battle, or after it, by the

treafon of one of his officers ; and Sannar, the old ful-

tan, was re-inilated in his dignity : every thing fub-

mitted to his power ; he rewarded his creatures, he

put his enemies to death, and having no further need

of Noradin's afliftance, he forgot the condition on
which he had obtained it, or perhaps imagined that

he v/as freed from the performance of it by his vidlory.

This was the ground of a new war. The Turcoman
n-eneral receiving pofitive orders from his mafter to re-

venge the Egyptian's ingratitude, immediately turned

his
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kis arms againll liim, and feized on Belbels, former-

ly Pelufium, and Alexandria. Sannar applied to the

king of Jerufalem, and to engage him in his intereil,

promifcd that prince a confiderable fum, befides an

augmentation of the tribute which liis prcdeceffor had
fubmitted to. Upon receiving the money, the king

figned the treaty, and fent one of liis officers, called

Hugh of Csfarea, to get it ratified by tlie

caliph. This knight being conduced to 1 1 Go.

an audience of the caliph, prefented him
the treaty, which that prince ratified ; but it was only

for form fake. Hugh required, that according to the

example of the king his mafter, he Ihould take him
by the hand. The caliph, who had nothing left of ail

the rights of fovereignty but the ceremonial, affected a

great fcruple with regard to the taking a Chriftian by
the naked hand, and therefore covered his own. But the

Chrillian knight refenting a precaution which border-

ed upon contempt ; " Sir, ( fays he briskly to him
)

*'^ our treaty ought to be f^ncere on both fides, and
^* executed with the fame ceremonies. The king my

mafter when he ratified it, gave his bare hand to

your embaffadors, and I fhall not accept your ratifi-

cation, unlefs it be m.ade with the fame formalities.""

The caliph was obliged to uncover his hand, and give

it to the embaifador. Amaury, purfuant to this trea-

ty, marched to the fultan's affiriance, joined him, beat

Siracon, and purfued him to Belbeis, whither he had
retired after his defeat, and forced him, after fome
days fiCge, to furrender the place to him.

This prince the year following heiieged and took
Alexandria. Young Salahebdm, Siracorfs nephew,
was in the city, with the greatefl: part of Noradin's
army. He was a young foldier of fortune, who had
at firft nothing to recommend him but the intereft and
power of his uncle; but he foon gained the efleem of
the foldiery by his courage and liberality. He is faid

to have been very loofe in his morals, but the defire

of raifmg himfelf, aad the love of glory, foon got the

"better of that of pleafurc, and in a Ihort time he be-

K ^, camci-

<(
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came a great commander. This young governor de-

fended himfelf a longtime, and with great valour. He
made frequent fallies : every day afforded feme new
aftion; and after a fiege of three months, Amaury was
fcarce farther advanced than the firft day. But the

perfon, v^'hom he could not fubdue by force of arms,

was vanquiflied at lait by fcarcity and famine ; and Sa-

,

Jndin, for want offupply and ammunition, was redu-

ced to the unhappy necefiity of opening its gates to

the enemy. This young Mahometan, as he was march-

ing out of Alexandria at the head of his garrifon, fee-

ing Humfrey de Thoron, conftable of the kingdom of

Jerufalem, and charmed with the bravery he had

fhewn during the whole fiege, is reported to have ad-

dvefled himfelf to that Chriltian lord,'' and to have de-

fired him, as the gallanteft knight he knew, to do
him the honour of knighting him with his own hand;

which the conflable, by the king's permiflion, con-

fented to, and performed Vv'ith all the marks of efteem

and confideration due to his valour, and the noble de-

fence he had made during the fiege.

Sannar, at lafl maffcer of Egypt, and rid of the Sy-

rians, had nothing to do hut to fend the king of Je-

rufalem back into his own dominions ; and that he

might not draw upon himfelf his arms and refentment,

as he had done thofe of Siracon, he made the Chri-

ilian monarch abundance of magnificent prefents. His

principal officers too received from him gifts of vari-

ous forts : provifions by his order were brought from

all quarters to the army ; and Amaury return-

1 167. ed to his dominions loaden with glory ; but he

fullied it afterwards by an enterprize, in which

the hofpitallers unhappily had but too great a fliare.

That prince, born with great views, but of a fiery

and reftlefs ambition, was, after his return from Fl-

gypt, continually reflcfling upon the greatnefs of that

kingdom, the number and riches of its inhabitants, its

fleets and the convenience of its ports ; and he was

thoroughly perfuaded, that it would be very difficult

for

* See Chron. Will, de Nangjs.
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for the Latins to preferve the holy places, if ever there

ihould be a warlike caliph or fultan at the head of a

kingdom fo powerful and fo near to Paleiline, and

that iboner or later the Holy Land would again be-

come a province of Egypt, as it had been before the

conqueft of Godfrey of Bouillon. Full of thefe re-

fleclions, and poffefled with a notion of the little cou-

rao-e he had feen in that nation, he concluded, that he

could notellablifh his own government and that of his

fuccefTors better than by maidng himfelfmailer of that

potent kingdom : and as a thirll after riches was al-

ways his domineering paflion, he had already in his

own mind feized the caliph and fultan's treafures ; and

he flattered himfelf, that though he fhould not be able

to make an entire conqueft of that Hate, yet he Ihould

at leail carry off part of its riches, by plundering the

towns, and railing contributions as far as the moll di-

llant provinces.

But as his forces, with regard to fo great an en-

terprize, were in no refpetfl anfwerable to his ambiti-

ous views ; as he wanted troops and money to raife

them, and was even dellitute of a fleet to block up the

ports of Egypt; he addrefled himfelf to Manuel Com-
nenus, emperor of Conllantinople, propofed a league,

afnd invited him to join in the conqueli, and divide

the kingdom between them. William of Tyre*, au-

thor of the hillory of the Latin kingdom of Jerufalem,

was charged with this negociation. He was born in

tlie country, but his ancellors are faid to have been

natives of France. He was archdeacon of Tyre, and

Amaury afterwards made him preceptor to young
Baldwin his fon. From this employ he rofe to the

dignity of chancellor, and about A. D. 1174, was
chofen archbifnop of Tyre. He was only archdeacon

of that church when he Vv^as fent ambafiador to Con-
flantinopie.The Greek emperor feemed no way averfe

to the propofal made him by the embaflador, and af-

ter fome conferences a treaty was iigned. 'Twas in

purfuance
a Will. Tyr. 1. r.o.c. 4.
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purfuance of this treaty, that Contoflephanus put to
fea with the troops llipiilated for.

Amaury, affured of a fleet, thought only of in-

creaiing his army by land: he communicated his cie-

figh to the grand mafrer of the hofpitallers, who, by
his character, and complaifance had a great ihare in

the confidence ofthat prince. Tlie grand
Gilbert mailer's name was Gilbert d'AfTaiit, or
d'Assalit. De Saiily; he had lately fucceeded to

Arnaud de Comps, The king reprefent-

ed to him, that having Barbarians for their neighbours,

a people inured to robberies, and whofe faith was ne-
ver to be depended on, nothing but pure force, and
fuch a fuperiority as might be acquired by conquefls,

could ferve for a barrier againft their inroads, and fe-

cure the frontiers of the kingdom from their enterpriz-

es : that therefore he was -refolved to invade Egypt,
and make hirnfelf mailer of fome confiderable place

there, which might hinder them from ever penetrat-

ing into Paleiline. The grand mailer, eitlier out of
complaifance, or pufned on by his courage, entered

warmly into all the king's deiigns. He was in truth

a man of great valour, bold and enterprizing, but of
an extravagant genius, and very capable of beinp- im-
pofed on by hopes that often had no foundation. He
applauded the king for the boldnefs of a projedl,

which, he faid, was fuitable to the greatnefs of his cou-

rage; and cxpreiTed his great fenfe of the honour the

prince did him, in allov/ing him to aft a part in it.

But though the grand mailer was at the head of a llrong

body of warriors, his authority was under the reilraint

of a council, which, in all their undertakings, were
determined by the fixed plan of their rule and fiatutes;

and whatever impatience the grand mafter had to enter

upon aftion, he began to fear the hofpitallers would
fcruple engaging in an expedition \\ hicii had no direft

tendency to the defence of the holy places, and the

fecurity of pilgrims and the Chriftian world.

The king and the grand mailer had feveral confe-

rences upon this fubjed. The grand mailer repre-

fented
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fented to the king, that to engage the whole order In

an enterprize of fuch confiderable expence, he mull in-

tereft the council in it by the hopes of a folid recom-

pence, and fuch as would make ample amends for all

the fums they fiiould advance ; and accordingly they

agreed, that if the Chriftian army ccald take the city

of Belbeis, formerly called Pelufmm^ the king fnould

grant it in property to the order. The grand matter

comjnunicated this propofrd to the councif of the or-

der ; he laid before them the importance of the place,

and all the advantage the order miirht draw from {^jch

a conquefl, efpecially in cafe the Turcomans, wno e-

very day became more and more formidable, fiiould

make themfelves mailers of Palefdne : for then, he

faid, the order might transfer its refidence to that place,

from whence it would not be difficult, in Tome m-ore

favourable juncture, to enter again into the Holy
Land, and drive the barbarians out in their turn.

The feniorhofpitallers. menwho to a nicety of ho-

nour joined a fcrupulous obfervance oftheir rule, urg-

ed that they were a religious order, and that the

church had not put arms into their hands to make
conquefts : that they had no right to ufe them at all,

but for the defence of the Holy Land : beiides, that

they could not invade a nation, though an infidel one,

which relied upon the faith of a treaty of peace juil

figned before.

But others, fome of them friends to the grand ma-
tter, and fome gained over by the king himfeif, declar-

ed for war. They maintained, that what treaties foe-

ver had been made formerly, either with the Turco-

mans or Sarazens, thofe infidels had always broken

them, when they had any profpe6l of being able to

furprize the Chriftians ; that they had not obferved

the laft treaty more faithfully than the former, and that

pofitive advice had been brought, that their garrifons

were continually making inroads upon the frontier,

and particularly that one of their parties had lately

carried off fome peafants of the councry who truttedto

the faith of the latt treaty. Whether this complaint

was
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was really true, or only a pretence, it was carried by 3
plurality of voices in the council for war, and refolv-

ed, that in cafe the king made an attempt to conquer
Egypt, the grand mailer fhould follow him in that ex-

pedition, at the head of all the troops he could levy :

And to raife the necefiary fupplies for this armament,
they gave him a full power to borrow money of the

banks of Florence and Genoa.
NicETAs, in the life of the emperor Manuel Com-

ncnus, fays, that his imperial majeftv, to contribute his

fnare towards it, made confiderable remittances to the

grand mafter by Theodorus Maurozuraus ; and it was
probably to get a fum of money from the king of
France that he likeways wrote to that prince.

As SAL IT, with this money, levied a great body of
troops which he lifted into the pay of the order ; and
as his fancy was entirely taken up with flattering hopes
of conquers, by his indifcreet liberalities, he drew a

great number of volunteers into his fervice, who, like

him, fhared already in imagination all the riches of E-
gypt. The king was mightily pleafed with the zeal he

fhewed for the fuccefs of his enterprize. That
1 1 63. prince flattered himfelf with the thoughts of

having a fuccour every Vv^ay as confiderable

from the templars j but they flatly refufed being con-
cerned in the affair, either becaufe they would not
appear in the field witli forces inferior to thofe of the

hofpitallers; or, as they gave out themfelves, becaufe

they looked upon the war as imjuft, it being begun
without any previous declaration by an herald : A
fure maxim indeed, but little minded by princes, who
have more regard to their own interell, than to the l:i-

crednefs of an oath *.

Amaury,

^ Fratres autem militiae templi eidcm fe fubJucentes fafto, aut
quia eis contra confcientiam fuara videbatur, aut quia magifter
amulae domus, hujus rei auftor et princeps videbatur, vires peni-
tns miniftrare, aut regem fequi negaverunt ; durum enim videka-
tur eis, amico regno ct de noftro fide praefumenti, contra teno"
rem padorum, et contra juris religioncm, immeritis et fidem fer-
vantibus bellum indicerc. Will. Tyr. 1. 20. c. /.
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Amaury, attended by the grand mall:er, took the

field at the head of his army, the moft numerous that

for a long time had marched out of Palelline, That
prince, in lefs than ten days tim^e, pafTed the defert

that divides Paleftine from Egypt, and invelled Bel-

beis, fummoning the inhabitants to open their gates

to him. Th'is town was feated on the banks of the

Nile, on the right fide of the river towards Paleftine.

Mahazan, fon to the fultan Sannar, and one of his ne-

phews, who commanded then in the place, fent him
word, that they were ftrangely furprized to fee a prince

appear under their walls as an enemy, from whom the

caliph and fultan had lately received fuccours of the

greateft fervice to them, and with whom Egypt had but

juft before made a folemn treaty of peace. Amaury
was for laying the caufe of his taking arms on fome

incurfions of the Sarazens ; but they were difavowed.

Mahazin too maintained, that they could not prove

that ever any foldier of his father's had, fmce the laft

treaty, fet foot in the Chriflian territories ; but as

force fupplies the place of reafon with moft fovereigns,

Amaury thought himfelf too powerful to give ear to

the reafons of the infidels ; and upon their refufal, it was

vifible nothing but arms could decide the fate of the

beiieged.

The town was fortified by all the methods which

art had at that time invented, but jmore fo by the num-
ber of its inhabitants, who had all taken arms for the

defence of their country, and, what is ftill more, a-

gainft the enemies of their religion. Amaury, fearing

the length and uncertainty of a fiege, refolved firft to

try a fcalado : He was two days preparing ladders and

machines neceffary for his enterprize. Scarce had the

dawn of the third day appeared, when the town was

furrounded by the whole army in battalia ; th? inha-

bitants on their fide lined the walls, armed with ar-

rows, darts, ftones and artificial fireworks. No foon-

er were the ladders brought near the walls, but a bo-

dy of Amaury's troops, led by valiant ofiicers, ran to

the aifault. Never was there the like eagernefs feen in

action

;
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aftion ; fome endeavoured, by the-help of ladders, to

climb up to the top of the wall, whilil- others fapp'd it

at the bottom, and fome in places where it was low-

eft, got? upon the fliouldcrs of their comrades, and

made of their bodies a fort of ftairs to get up to the

ramparts : The befieged drove them back with their

pikes, with rolling great ftones upon them from the

top of the wall, with darting their javelins, or throw-

ing artificial fires ; and there perillied in the beginning

of this attack a o-reat number of Chriflian officers and
foldiers, before it could be fcen on which fide the vic-

tory v/ould turn.

Amaury, to fuftain this firll body, caufed fome
frefh troops to advance, who bravely mount through
the thickeft of the fires, javelins and ftones, get up to

the top of the walls, catch hold of the battlements, and
in fpite of all oppofition from the befieged, leap upon
the ramparts, pulli all before them, and make their way
into the town fword in hand. This done, they fet op-
en the gates, the Chriftians crowd in, the foldiers, in

the iiril: tranfports of their fury, put all before them to

the fv.ord, without diilinclion of age, fex or conditi-

on. There were fome of thefe furies that fparcd neither

old men, nor v^omen, nor children at the breaft ; it

looked as if the Chriftians were afraid ofbeing lefs in-

human than the Sarazens and the Arabians. But the

ofHcers, as well as the foldiers, pr^ceiving that their

cruelty was prejudicial to their avarice, gave quarter
to the principal inhabitants, in hopes of drawing mo-
ney from them for their ranfom ; and fuch as could
not pay it were treated as flaves and prifoners of war.
The king of Jerufalem being mafter of the place,

delivered up the poftefiion of it, according to
1 168. his agreement, to the grand m.after; and the

whole army, after fome days reft, marched to-

wards Grand Cairo, a confiderable city, feated near
old Babylon, and upon the deftruftion of that place
made the capital of Egypt. There is no defcribing
the furprize and confternation of the fultan, when he
received advice of the lofs of Belbeis, and tlie taking

of
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of his foil and nephew, and that he himfelfwas going

to have all the Chriftian forces upon his heels. As he

could not much depend upon the raw troops of tha

Egyptians, in fpite of his breach of faith to Noradin,

he faw himfelf reduced to the necelTity of having re-

courfe to that prince ; and the imminent danger he was

in made him infenfible of fhame in implorin^the af-

fiftance ofan ally whom he had deceived : at the fame

time he fends for fe-veral regiments from the moft re-

mote provinces ; and to gain time for both to advance

to his fuccour, he difpatched embafTadors to the king

of Jerufalem, to endeavour by a negotiation to retard

the progrefs of his arms.

Th e embalTadors arriying at the royal camp, com •

plained of the infraftion of the treaty of peace; but

as theinjaflic^ was but too vifible, they did not infill

much on a grievance which would only ferve to in-

cen{e Amaury whom they had a mind to pacify ; but

to prevail with him to withdraw his forces out of E-
gypt, they made him fuch dazzling propofals, that

his majeily, with whom peace and war were equally

venal, had not the power to refill them. They oiier-

ed him two millions of gold for a peace, and for the

ranfom of the fultan's Ion and nephew ; an immenfe
fum inthofe days, and fuch as could hardly be raifed

in all Egypt. Amaury, more aftecled witli thef;:; of-

fers of ready money than with the uncertain hopes of

conquering the kingdom, accepted the con-

ditions. The treaty was figned ; in confe- 11 66'

quence of which, and for fetting the fultan's

fon and nephew at liberty, they paid him an hundred
thoufand pieces of gold in part of the two millions,

demanding fome time to raife the red ; and infiftino-

upon a ceffation of arms between the two nations

during the time that they were coUeding the money
in the provinces j as alfo, that the Chnraans,to avoid

alarming the country, fhould flay in the place where
they were, or at leafl advance on but Howly. The king'
of Jerufalem, always befct by his wretched pafiion,

without confidering that moments in v/ar are more
Vol. I. L' precious
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precious than gold and filver, complied with eveiy

thing ; and the fultan, to araufe him, fent him refreili-

ments continually. He took care at the fame time to

difpatch exprefs after exprcis to the prince, to excufe,

under various pretences, the delay of paying the mo-
ney aoreed on. In vain did Amaury's chief officers

labour to make him fufpeft this delay. That prince.

Blinded by the hopes of receiving fo vaft a fum, care-

fully avoided giving the Sarazens the leaft pretence in

nature to break the treaty : but it was not long before

he faw that he was impofed on : he heard, with equal

furprize and concern, that feveral bodies of troops

were advancing out of the provinces, and that a for-

midable army of the Syrian Turcomans were on their

march to fuccoar the Egyptians, and were taking their

meafures to join them.

No R A D I N, who refolved not to be the Eg}''ptian3

bubble a fecond time, had poured in his bell troops on

that fide, and put his general in a condition to force

Sannar to keep his word. Notwithftanding the feve-

ral motions that Amaury made, Siracon", who com-

manded Noradin's army, and knew the country well,
'

avoided meeting him. Amaury had advanced to fight

him feparately ; but that infidel general joined the

tioops of the fultan. To compleat the misfortune^

the fleet which the emperor of Conflantinople had fent

to the afiiftance of the Chriftians, was part of it loft,

and the reft difperfed by a ftorm. Amaury deprived

of this fuccour, and finding his army confiderably

weakened by ficknefs, defertion, and other accidents

ufual in war, fawhimfelf no longer in a condition of

makino- hrad againftthe united forces of the infidels;

fo that^ll his b^ufmefs was to get back into Paleftine ;

and as there was no profped of leaving the garrifon
'

of Belbeis in an enemy's country, without any hopes

of fuccour, againft fo formidable a power, the great

mafter found himfelf obliged to recall the hofpitallers

that he had put into the place.

Amaury took them up in his way ; and though he

was purfued fmartly by fome detachments of Siracon'o

army.
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army, he made a fhift to get back into Paleftine. At
laft, after a tedious march, he arrived atjeralalem, full

of confufion for having broken a folemn treaty to no

purpofe, and been engaged in an unjufl and ill con-

certed enterprize.

The grand mafler was yet more uneafy at this ill

fuccefs. The courtiers, according to cuftom, in order

to juftify the young prince, threw all the blame of this

unfortunate expedition upon him. His brother com-
panions of the order were no lefs exafperated aaainil

him ; and they made loud complaints, that he had run,

the order in debt above 200,000 ducats, an immcnle
fum in thofe daj^s, merely to gratify liis vanity, and be
attended by a great number of volunteers. In iliort^

not able any longer to bear the contempt of feme, and
the reproaches of others, he refolved to leave Paleftine.

He made a refignation of his dignity in a
full chapter, and they chofe in his Head Gastus.
an old knight, called brother Caflus or 11 69.
Gaftus, of v/hofe country we have no ac-

count. Were it not for the diflance of tim.e, one
might perhaps take him for the fame Gaflus, who,
during the firft crufade, entered with tlie count of
Flanders, at die head of five hundred men into the

town of Rama; but in all probability this great ma-
iler was pnly fome relation of that gentleman's.

Gilbert d'Aifalit, upon his abdication, quitted Je-
rufalem and Paleftine, refolving to go into fome cor-

ner of Europe, there to bury his grief and fhame. He
embarked at Jaffa, and landed on the coaft of Pro-
vence : he pafTed through France, to go into Norman-
dy to Henry II. duke of that great province and kino-

of England. He waited upon that prince at Rouen,
and notwithftanding his misfortune, was well received
by him, as Roger Hoveden, a cotemporary hiftorian,

relates. From thence he took fhipping at Dieppe for
England, which makes it probable that he was a native
ofthat country ; the fhip, as the hiftorian fays, was old
iind not fit to bear the fea. AfTalit impatient to be ia

L. 2 Englandj
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England, caufed only fome flight repairs to be made,

and went on board itj but he was hardly got out of

the port, when the velTel foundered. The great mailer

perifhed on this occafion, with all the paffcngers, ex-

cept eight perfons, who feized in good time on the

boat.

Sannar, though vi<5lorious, was not fo eafily rid of

Siracxon Noradin's general, as of' the Chriftians his

declared enemies : an ally fo powerful gave him great

uneafmefs. " Thefe two generals watched one another

narrowly, and hn.d each of them their private defigns.

The Egyptian, after congratulating Siracon on his vic-

tory, fent him magnificent prefents j and reprefenting

to him the fcarcity ofprovisions, preiTed him to return

home. Bat Siracon, on various pretences, deferred his

departure from day to day ; in fine, having wheed-

ledSannar into his camp, he had him afTaifinated,

and entenn<y into Cairo at ihe head of his troops,

made himfelf mafter of the kingdom, and was declar-

ed fiiltan by the caliph himfelf, who was but a mere

phantom of afovereign, and whofe fate depended al-

ways on the ftrongefl of his fubjeifts.

No radix's general did not long enjoy the fruits of

his villany; he fell fick and died at the end of two

months, and left the command of Noradin's troops to

Ills nephew Salahebdin or SaladirxC before mentioned,

whom the caliph of Egypt, becaufe he could not avoid

it, declared firil emir or fultan of the whole kingdom.

SA L A D I N E difpatched immediately an officer, one of

lus friends, to Damafcus, to give Noradin his mafter

advice of the death of Siracon his uncle, and to re-

ceive his orders. Some of Noradin's miniflers, mif-

trufting the ambitious temper of the young .
general,

advifed that prince not to confirm the authority of Sa-

ladine, who was not born his fubjecl, but to fend him

immediately a fucceflbr. But Noradin, being appre-

henfive thai the taking away his command would put

him upon thoughts of revolting, and having a defign

to go in perfon into Egypt, when all was quiet in that

kingdom, confirmed Saladine in his poll, only order-

ing
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ing him to caufe the name of Adhad as caliph to be

left out of the publick prayers, and that of Moftadhi,

the thirty third caliph of the race of Abbaffides, w' o

refided at Bagdat, to be fubflituted in his ilead. He
commanded him at the fame time to turn out the-

priells and cadis or magiftrates that profeiTed them-

feives of the feft of Aly, of which Adhad, as caliph,

was the head and fovercign pontiff. That caliph fur-

vived this great change but a fhort time. It is faid, that

his death was not natural, and that Noradin, zealous

and a bigot to his religion, in order to extinguiih the

fchifm in the blood of that unfortunate prince, fent

private orders to Saladine to make hnn away. ^ But

whether any fuch orders came from Damafcus, or Ad-

had's life gave continual uneafmefs to the ambitious

Saladine, 'tis certain that he caufed him to be ilrangl-

ed in the bath.

He was the lafl: of the Fatimite caliphs, who be-

came extinft in Eg}-pt in the year of our Lord 1 1 71,

and of the Hegira 567 ; and all the authority in the

government, both fpiritual and civil, devolved upon

Saladine. v/ho, to make himfelf the more refpected,

received the invefliture of it fi'om the Abbafidian caliph

refiding at Bagdat.

SALAHEDDEN-Jofef-ben Ajoub-ben Schadi was a

foldier of fortune, a Curde by nation, who engaged

with his uncle Siracon in the fervice of Noureddin-

Zenghi, prince of Aleppo and Damafcus, whom we
have been fpeaking of by the name of Noradin, The
caliph Adhad was no foonerdead, than Saladine feiz-

ed his treafures, with which we may fay he purchafed

the empire, by diftributing them into his army. He gave

every thing away. Never did any commander gain the

affeftion of his foldiers by fuch prodigious liberalities.

He was fevere in punifhing, generous in rewarding,

good natured, humane, perfeflly equitable with regard

to hisfubje^s, and at the fam.e time, by the principles

of his religion, a bloody enemy to the hofpitallers and
templars ; he was moreover a foldier, a general, and
a great commander, and by his conquelis founded a

' L 3 vail
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vaft empire, the hiftor)'^ whereof is written by the fa-

mous Abbe Renaudor, the mofi learned man of his

a^e in the oriental l:ino;ua?es.

Young Saladine, being as able a politician as he
was a great commander, paid, as long as Noradin liv-

ed, an entire deference to his orders ; he obferved too
far fome time afcer his death the fame condu(fl: with
regard to Almalech-al-Salchifmael Noradin's fon,

whofe name he caufed to be mentioned in the mofques
and publick prayers after that of the caliph, as was the

cuilom with regard to fovereigns. lie afterwards

married that prince's mother ; but when he had efta-

bliihed his authority upon a fubftantial ' footing, he
took off" the mask, made war upon the fon of his ma-
iler, and took Allepo from him. Damafcus, th^ bet-

ter part of Syria, Periia, and IVIefopotamia fell under
the power of his arms*.

There was nothing to feparate thefe vaft provin-

ces whereof this new empire was compofed, and to

hinder their communication with each other, but only

Judea or Paleftine; for which reafon he bent his arms
to conquer this little Hate. There were every day
new enterprizes and incurfions made by the infidels.

The Chriftians knew not which way to turn them-
felv6s, nor what part to fuccour firft. Saladine with
an army of 40,000 men attacked the caftle of Daron,
l^tuated in Idum^ea, four miles from Gaza: but meet-

ing with too brave a refiftance, he drew oiFand in-

vefted Gaza itfelf, which is the key of the kingdom
of Paleftine, on that fide next Egypt and the fea. He
thought to find that place, which was entrufted to the

guard of the templars, deftitute of a garrifon, from a

notion that thofe knights were drawn out to reinforce,,

the army : but he was convinced upon the firft ap-

proach,

* Salahabdinus cccupator ^cypti uxorem Noradini fibi matri-

j-Qonio copulans, cum ipl'a regni regimen, fugatis haeredibus, occn-

pavit ; deinde terra Roafiae et Gefirie occupata, circumjacentia

legna ufque ad intima citerioris Indiae, nunc dolis, nunc arrr.is

cxpugnans, de fceptris pluribus monarchiam cfEcit, Babyionix et

Pamafci fibi vendkans principatum : hasc fortune iudsntis po*

tcntia, Chrcn. 9. de Nangis, ad ?nn, 1174.
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proach, and by the firll fally that was made, that all

the templars were not at the army. He raifed the
fiege immediately, and by way of revenge for his ill

fuccefs, his troops put all to fire and fword in the coun-
try, whilft his lieutenants on the other hand ravaged
at the fame time the principality of Antioch and Phce-
mcia.

The hofpitallers and templars were continually on
horfeback ; and though thefe noble warriors made head
with invincible courage again ft all the efforts of the
enemy, the king began to be fenfible of the fault he
had committed, in occafioning the fultan to call in an
enemy equally powerful and ambitious to his fuccour;
and he faw plainly, that there was no refifting him
without a new crufade, and an army of the princes of
the weft. He employed William bifhop ofAcre in this

negotiation, appointing him chief of the ambaflade :

but as this fuccour was remote, and even uncertain,

he refolved to apply himfelf to the emperor of Con-
-ftantinople, and v/ent in perfon to that capital, to ob-
tain of Manuel, whofe niece he had married, fome
troops, or at ieait money neceflary to make new le-

vies.

That prince, before he embarked, left the govern-
ment of his territories to the two grand
mafters : the hofpitaller was called bro- Joueert,
ther Joubert, a perfon, who, by his wife 1169.
condudl in the aftairs of the principality

ofAntioch, v/ell deferved to be promoted to that fu-
preme dignity. He facceeded Gaftus. The choice
the king had made, fo much to the honour of the two
military orders, was a new motive to redouble their ap.
plication and zeal. The two grand mafters were o-
bliged, in a manner, to make head on all fides ; and
to embarrafs them the more, befides the formidable e-
nemy they had in Saladine, there rofe up another of
the houfe of Armenia, fprung out of the 'very bofom
of the templars, Vv'ho putting himfelf under the protec-
tion of the infidels, adopted at the fam.e time all their
"hatred agajjift the Latin Chriftians.

The
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The le/Tcr Armenia, a province bordering uport

Syria, had its own princes, that were Chri-

1170. ftians by religion, but moll of them fchifma-

ticks, as well as their fubje<5ls, and that from

the Greek church as well as the Latin.' They mix no
water with the wine in the holy facrificc, as the Greeks

and Larins do, though they uie leavened bread agree-

ably to the praflice of the Grecks> They make but-

one holy day of Chriftmas and the epiphany ; 'tis faid

too, that thcv chufe butter inftead of balm in makinp^

the holy chrifm. They allow but one nature in Jefus

Chrift, and add thefe words, ** Who was crucified for

" us" to the trifagion, an addition introduced by
Peter Foulon, an intruder into the patriarchal fee of
Antioch, but rejefled by the Catholick church. Thefe
fchifmaticks have a patriarch, whom they ftilc by way
of eminence the Catholick, and v/ho refides at Cir,

the capital of the lefier Armenia. The princes of thiij

little llate depended originally on the emperors of

Conflantinople ; but in the frequent revolutions of that

empire, they never acknowledged its authorlry, but

when they were forced to it; and by the help of fome
cartles, feated on inacceffible mountains, they main-
tained their ground as v.'cll againft the incurfions of
the Turcomans as the enterprizcs of the Greeks.

Thodos or Theodore was then reigning in that

country. This prince, though a fchifmatick, had yet,

to fupport himfelf againfl the Greeks, made a particu-

lar alliance with the Latins of the eaft. He allowed

the hofpitallers and templars to have churches in his

territories, and Melier or Milon, his brother, had even

renounced the fchifm, and made himfelf a templar.

Prince Theodore, to engage the Latins more clofely

in his intercfts, had married on* of his fiflcrs to a La-
tin nobleman ; and there being ifTucd of that marriage

a young prince, named Thomas, he had afterwards de-

clared him to be his heir and fuccefibr.

Upon
» Bcflo. 1. 8, p. »77. ^ Epift. Greg. Pa^w fept.
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Upon the death of that prince, Thomas his nephew-

was for taking poffeffion of his territories.»But

as he was no abettor of the fchifm, the Ar- 1 17K

menians fhewed a great deal of diflike to his

government, and Melier the templar, taking advan-

tage of this averfion of tlie people, quitted his order,

took up arms in concert with Saladine, obtained a

confiderable fuccour of ti-oops from him, drove his ne-

phew out of Armenia, and made himfelf mafter of it.

He afterwards invaded the principality of Antioch,

-and advanced even to the frontiers of the kingdom of

Jerufalem. His troops, by his orders, deflroyed all

before them with fire and fword, and left difmal marks

of their fury in all places wherever they pafTed^ 'Tis

impoiTible to defcribe all the barbarities \yhich that a-

pollate templar exercifed upon the Latin Chriftians,

and efpecially upon the knights hofpitallers andtem-

plarshis brethren. Such as fell into his hands, he caufed

to be murdered in cold blood, or elfe delivered them

up to the infidels, as pledges and proofs of his fdelit)',

- by which means thefe foldiers of Jefus Chrifl were put

to death v/ith the moft dreadful torments.

The grand mailer Joubert would gladly have gone

in perfon to reprefs the inroads of the renegado, and

take ample vengeance of him for fo many cruelties.

But as he had ftill the care of the regency upon his

hands, and could not leave the frontiers of Egypt,

without abandoning them for a prey to the incurfions

of Saladine's troops, he ordered a knight of his order,

who was alfo a great preceptor or great commander in

it, and had the guard of the frontiers on the fide of

Syria, to draw together the hofpitallers and foldiers

under his command, and to advance againll the apo-

ftate Melier, and give him battle.

BoHEMUND III. ofthat name, reigned at this time

in the principality of Antioch. He v/as the fon of

Raimond, brother to William the laft count of Poitiers

and Auvergne, and duke ofAquitain, which Raimond,

as we have obferved, had by means of the hofpitaller

Joubert,

• Will. Tyr. 1. 20. 28, ^ Idem ibiJ»
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Joubert, married the princcfs Conft.ince, heirefs oF
the principality of Antioch, and only daughter of Bo-
hemund 11. and the ifluc of this marriage was Bohc-
mund III. This young prince and the templars join-

ed with the hofpitallers againft the rcnegado Mclicr :

and Amaury, king of Jerufalem, at Jiis return from
Conllantinople, where he had received more honours
and fine promifcs than cfFeiSlual fupplics, prepared to

march at the head of his troops to take on him the

command of the army : but advice came, that Melier,

not thinking himfeif ftrong enough to keep the field,

had retired to the defiles of the m.ountains, and in-

trenched himfilf in places where it was not cafy to

force him.

The Turcomans on their fide, to make a divcrfi-

on in favour of the Armenian, had inverted

1 172. Arach or Krach, a place in the frontier of A-
rabia Petraia*. Upon the firft news they had

of the fiege of Jerufalem, Thoron, conftable of the

kingdom, drew out the hofpitallers and templars that

were left in Jerufalem, and advanced with great ex-

pedition to relieve it. At the approach of the Chri-

ftian army, the infidels raifed the fiegc, and retired

into their own country.

As faults are perfonal, and there was a villain and.,

traitor even in the college of the apoftlcs, Melier's a-

portacy did no injury to the reputation ofthe templars;

but a barbarous aftion, committed not long after by a

brother of that order upon an envoy of the prince of

the afTaffms, and connived at by the grand mafter, be-

gan to lefTen and fmk the efteem and affedlion which

till then was paid to the whole order in general.

There had been fettled for feveral ages in the

mountains of Phoenicia, bet^veen Tortofa or Antara-

dus, as it was then called, and the town of Tripoli,

a fort of banditti, who feemedto be Mahometans, but

in reality had fcarce borrowed any thing from that fedt

but their hatred of thcChriftian name. 'I'hey were Bar-

barians, without any law, faith, or even religion, but

blindly

*• W'iU. Tyr.ibid,
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tlindly devoted to the will of their chief, by vvhofe or-

ders the moil ihocking villanies were confecrated into

heroick virtues. They chofe this commander by a
majority of votes. He took on him no title but that

^ of Old, or Senior, a term from whence in thofe times
was derived that of Seignior, which, in baftard Latin,

fignifies the fame thing; and he was called the Seignior
of the mountain, on account of the mountainous coun-
try which thefe banditti inhabited.

But under a rtyle and title fo modeil In appearance,
this chief of the afTalTms enjoyed an authority more
abfolute than that of the greatell kings, and his pow-
er was the more firm and fubflantial, in that it was
founded on a principle of religion; and becaufe this

^ brutiih and ignorant people were bred up in the be-
. lief, that if they died in executing the orders of their

iChief, they fliould go Immediately to a delicious para-
dife, and be placed in the firll feats there.* The feio--

nior of the mountain made ufe of thefe wretches to

difpatch his particular enemies. They went to flab

even princes and foverelgns in their very palaces, and
in the niidfl of their guards. 'Twas a fort of fchool
or academy of aflafTms, and thefe barbarians were not

- deterred by fear of the moil dreadful torments from ex-
ecuting their bloody conimifTions.

To avoid fufpicion, they generally carried no arms
but a poniard, called in the Perfian tongue HafTifm :

this name was given them upon that occafion, and
from thence we have formed the word AiTailin. This
little flate confiiled only in fome cailles, built on the
ridge of the mountains, or upon inacceiTible rocks ;

but there were, in the bottoms between thefe moun-
tains, and in the vales, a great number of villao-es,

peopled with above fixty thoufand inhabitants, all of
2i cruel and favage difpofition, murderers by principle,

and fo refolutely defperate, that moil of the neighbour-

ing

•Will. Tyr. 1. 14. c. 19. 1. 20. c. zi.Matt. Paris A. D. H50.
Will. Neubri. 1. 4: c. 54. id. 1. f . c. 16. Jac, deVitri 1. i. c. 13.

ct 14. id. 1. 3. p. 1126. SeeDu Gang's obfervations onthehift,

•f St. Louis, p. 87. edit. i663,
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ing princes, though fiir exceeding them in power, yet

durft not make war upon them. 'Tis related of a ful-

tan of Damafcus, that having fent an envoy to a feig-

nior of the mountain, named Hacen, to threaten him
. with the ruin of hi.-? little territory, if he would not

pay him tribute, this chief of the afiaffins', without

making any reply, ordered, in the envoy's prefence,

one of his fubjedls to throw himfelf headlong from the

top of a tower, and another to ftab himfelf to the

heart ; they did fo on the fpot. Hacen thereupon turn-

ing towards the embafiador, who v/as not a little

frighted at fo odd a fpeftaclc. Tell your m.after, fays

he, that I have fixty thoufand men as much devoted

to my orders as thefe two ; and from that time the

feio-nior of the mountain never heard more of the ful-

tan'3 pretenfions. Other hiftorians fay, that it wasacount

ofCompagne, who going from Tyre to Antioch, with

a pafs fiom the feignior of the mountain, and travel-

ling through his little ftate, was witnefs of this horrid

fight. 'But be that as it will, moft of the Chrillian and

Mahometan fovereigns thought fit, for their own fecu-

rity againfl the fury of thefe afraffnis, to fend great

prefents to their chiefs.

The templars,' who were in poffeffion of the places

adjoining to this little ftate, were the only perfons

who durft venture to make war upon thefe afTaffins,

and attempt to rid the earth of fuch monfters. But as

thefe Barbarians, who had it in their power to fevcnge

themfelves on the grand mafter, were fenfiblc that the

order, beir^g governed in the manner of a common-

wealth, v/as not be extinguiftied by the death of their

chief, whofe place would immediately be filled with a

fuccefTor, every whit as eager to make war upon them,

they fubmittcd at laft to purchafe a peace with the tri-

bute of two thoufand crowns of gold yearly, payable

to the order.

The feignior who commanded at that time in thefe

mountains, either out of a religious motive, or to be

eafed of this tribute, fcnt an embailador to the king

x>f Jerufalem, to aflure him, that he was ready to be

baptized
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baptized with all his fubjeas, if the templars would
difcharge him of the tribute. Arnaury was hi^-hly
pleafed with the propofal, promifed that the tribute
Ihould be remitted, for wJiich he engaged to make th^
templars amends, loaded tlie cnvoy^vTth prefents, and
at his return fent him away, fays William, of Tjtc, at-
tended by one of his guards, who had orders to cJn-
dua hrm to the frontiers of the ftate. They v/e'-e al-
ready pail Tripoli, and ready to enter into the ftreiehts
cf the mountams, when a templar, named Dp Me%;i
hurried on by the animofity that had io lorn- reigned
between the Chrillians and the aflaifins, without any
regard either to the publick faith, or the ciii^er the
king had fent to proted him, ran his fword throueh
the envoy's body, and killed him on the fpct

'

^^
'Tis impoffible to exprefs the king's wrath and in-

dignation, when he heard of this intolerable violntion
of the lawof nations, efpecially fmce it affeded a chief
ot banditti, who would not v/ant afTafTms to make -e
prnals. He fent immediately to Odo de St. Amand
then grand mailer of the order, to demand the crimi-
nal ofhim; but Odo refufed him, under pretence that
his knights were not fubjeft to the jurifdiftion of th-^kmg s officers

: 'twas not that he demurred uoon the
crime the templar had committed, for he himfelf h-^d
caufed him to be arrelled,and had put him in iorns • but
as the quellion related to the judges, before whom' tlie
crime was propedy cognlfable, and he pretended that
he templars held only under the pope, he declared
that he would fend the crmnnal to Rome in irons, and
tilljudgrnentwas given inhlscafe, he forbadaU i-rf-.n.
wnatfoeyer to meddle with him, miderpain of e'ycom'-
munication, agreeably to the privileges ofthe orA'^rThe kmg, without troubling himfelfabout th-^e(bVe
darations, caufed the criminal to be carried off a^idcon^
fined him m his own prifon at Tyre ; and that princ-
to fatisfy his own jullice, and the refentment ofth- Tei^:
nior ot the mountain, would have made an exempla?.
punifi,ment of him, if his death, which happened attaat jundure, had not faved the prifoner's life

Vol. I. M a
'
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AuAVKY left three cliildren by two marriages, two

daughters arxd a fori. The eldeil of the daughters,

liamed Sybille, was at that time widov/ of William

Longuei']:»ee, marque fs of Moncferrat. The younger,

named Ifabel, the offspring of his fecord marriage

with Mary, a Greek princefs and niece to the empe-

ror Manuel, was married afterwards at eight years of

age to Humfrey de Thoron, grandfon to the conftable

of Jcrufalem. The eldeft of all thefe children, and

Amaury's fucccffor, was Baldwin IV. who was born

of his fril marriage with Agnes daughter of Jofceline

de Courtenay, the fecond of the name, and prince of

Edefla.
. .

V Baldwin was born with great infirmities, and was

dying in a manner all his reign. The regency of his

dominions was committed to Raimond III. count of

Triy-oli, furnamed the Young, his next relation, fon to

Raimond II. and Hodierna, daughter of Buldwin IL

king of Jerufalem, and v/idow of the famous Tancred,

who fignalized himfelf under Godfrey de Bouillon.

Raimond III was defcended by the male line from the

firfl count of Thouloufe, who acquired fo much glo-

ry in the firft crufade.

During Baldwin's minority, the forces of the

kinedom of lerufalem leflened in proportion as the

rower of Sala'dine increafed. This prince, after mak-

inc^ himfelf mailer of the greateft part of Noradin's

dominions, had lately, in concert with his widow

whom he had married, taken Damafcus. The count

of Tripoli, alarmed at the power of fo formidable a

neighbour, drew down all the forces of the kingdom

on that fide, and taking advantage of Saladine's ab-

fence, who was returned into Egypt, befieged Harem,

a caflle in the neighbourhood and territory ofAleppo.

The prince of Antioch and the count of Nevers, whom

devotion had brought to the Holy Land», were pre-

fent at the fiege, with different bodies of troops under

their

• Affumptis ergo fuis, et domino comiteTrlpolitano, magiftro-

qxie domus hofpitalis, ct multis exfratribus militi?? templi, ad par-

ses contendit Tripolitanas. Wil]. Tyr. J. 2. c, i8.
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tlieir cominand ; to whom were joined, as VvUliam .of

Tyre relates, the grand mafter of the hofpitallers, with

his knights and many of the templars. The fiege

was long, and ended at laft in a private trea-

ty between the count ofTripoli and the Turks, 1
1 74.

by whom he was bribed to draw off his for-

ces ; and this infamous correfpondence of a Chriftian

prince with the infidels, had a.tJrwaris cor.fequences

very f^tai to the Latin Chrilrians.

' During tiiis iiep-e, Saladine fell into Paleiline on
the fide ofEgypt with a mighty army. King Baldwin

being then of age, and in the favourable intervals

which his infirmities allowed him, mounted on horfe-

back to oppofe that conqueror. Ke met him near Af-

calon ; they came to an engagement; and, though the

forces of the t^vo parties were very unequal, Saladine

having at leaft twenty fix thoufand horfe, and the

Chriftian army hardly amounting to four hundred
horfe and three thoufandfoot, yet this-handful oftroops

falling on the enemy's camp in the night, put the in-

fidels into a terrible confternation ; moH of them ran

away, and Saladine himfelf, intrepid as he was, to

make the greater hafte, mounted a dromcdar/ half

naked, and fled into his own territories.

The year following, Baldwin, to put a flop t^ the

incurfions of the Arabians, attempted to ibrtify a

caftle upon Saladine's lands, beyond the river Jordan,

in a place called Jacob's ford*. This was the occafion

of a new battle that did not prove fo fortunate to the

Chjiftians as the former. For Saladine havino; drawn
them into an ambufh, which he had laid in foaie hol-

low and rocky grounds, they were furprized and attack-

ed on all fides^. The Chriftian army not being able ei-

ther to march forwards or make a retreat, disbanded
at once; none but the hofpitallers and templars flood

M 2 their
* Eodem anno Chriftiani firmaverunt caft-elljm fortii^imum in

terra Saladini ad vadamjacobi ulrra fluviumjordanis ; fed Siladi-

Busiliud per vimcepit, in cujus captione fummus magiAer hof^.i-

talis captus fuit, et in tenaiii Saladini ductus, fame periit. Rog.
Hoveden, in Henr. II. p. 555.

^ Roger Hoveden. parte pofter. in Henr. H. p. j66.
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their ground
: the grecitell part of them were cut in

pieces: Joubert, grand mailer of the hofpitallers, tho'
wounded m feveral places, had yet flrength enoneh
lefc to iwim over Jordan, and 2;ot fafe to the caftle of
Bcamort . but Odo de St. Amand, grand maikr of
t.ie templars, being overborn by the number of the e-
nemy, was taken prifoner by the in/idels.» Robert
i^umont, a contemporary hiftorian, fays, that Sa1a-
dme offered him his liberty in exchange for one of his
nephews,, who was a prifoner of the order 5 but the
noble grand muter anu^ered him bravely^ that he
would never, by his example, encourage any of his
knignts to be mean enough to furrender thcmfelvcs
pnloners, m hopes of being ranfomed; that a templar
ougiit either to vanquifii or dicS and had nothing to
give for his ranfom but his girdle and his knife. We
have no account how he efcaped out of the hands of
thpfe barbarians

; but it will appear in the courfe of
this hiilcry that he came back to Jcrufalem.
'Fhere is no defcribing the conllcniation that theLa-

tm Chnnians were in after this defeat ; die viftorious
enemy orer-am the kingdom, putting every thing to
iire and f,vord ; the Chnilian army was broke and
Gjfperied j the king reiapf-d into his ufual infirmity,
v/hich turned to a Icprofy, and of the two grand mafters,
one V/1S a prifoncr in the enemy's hands, and the o-
ther difabled from, adion by reafon of his wounds.
The kingdombeingreducedtothis extremity, and in

no ^condition to cairy on a v/ar, they were under a ne-
ceffity of iiaving recourfe to a negotiation, the only
fnift and refource of the weaker fide. They applied
to Saladine for a truce, which they purchafed of him
with their money, and which he would not have a-
greed to at any rate, if a famine had not at that tims
made a terrible havock in his own provinces.

• Robert de Monte append, ad SIg. Gembl. p. ^d^,

^ Piftorius 1. I.

•= Dicens non efie confuetudinis rnilitum templi ut allqua re-
demptio darecur pro iis prseter cinguluni ct cuJidlun). Id. ibid.



J tr B E R T Grand Mafier. 1 37

In the foregoing year pope Alexander III. had ilTu-

ed out a bull for calling a general council at

Rome, which is the third of Lateran. He fum- 1
1 79.

moned thither the Latin prelates of the eaft, in

order to concert meafures with them for the defence

of the Holy Land. There came on this occafion to

Rome, the archbifnops of Tyre and Cefarea, Albert

bilhop of Bethlehem, Raoul ofSebafle, JoiTe of Acre,

and Romanus of Tripoli, with the prior of the holy

fepulchre, deputed by the patriarch of Jerufalem, and
an abbot of mount Sion. Thefe prelates reprefented,

that the prefervation of what the Chrillians had left in.

the Holy Land, depended intirely on the taking of

Darniata, which would ferve for a barrier to Paleltine,

and for an entrance into Egypt, in cafe it fliould be
thought proper to make a greater progrefs there : which,

by the way, fliews, that the above mentioned proje6l

of king Amaury IIL and the grand mailer d' Afi'alit,

muil needs have been of vafl advantage, ifin the courfe

of the war, the king of jerufalem had not, out of a

fordid paflion, been more felicitous to heap up trea-

fure, than to fecure the Holy Land, by fuch imDortant

conquefts, from the incurfions of the Egyptians.

As we don't mention the council of Lateran, but
v/ith regard to the intereils of the Holy Land and the

condudl of the hofpitallers, we fhall only take notice

Vv'hat paljed there on that occafion. Some bifnops of
Paleiline revived in this council the com.plaints v/hich

Foucher, patriarch of Jerufalem, had made form.erly

to pope Ad rain IV. againfl: the privileges of the hof-
pitallers and templars.- *^ We find, fays the holy coun-

cil, by the warm com.plaints of the bifhops, our col-

leagues, that the templars and hofpitallers abufe the
privileges granted by the holy fee j that whereas fome
parochial churches had formerly been ufufped by
laymeHj their chaplains and the prieils of their rule,

M 3 have
* Fratrum autem et coepifccporum noflrorum vehcmenti con-

qucftione comperimus, quod fratres templi et hofpitalis, aliiqne
prof(flionis religioke, indulta fibi ab apofrolica fede excedentes
privilegia, contra epifcopaleni auiloritatemciultaprcefunrant, &c.
Cap. g.



e:

<:

I 3 S Hi/lory of the IGiighis ofMa l t a .

*• have canfed them to be conveyed over to themfelves,
*' v/ithout the ordinaries confent; that they admini-
** fter the facraments to excommunicate perfons, and
*' bury there with all the ufual ceremonies of th«

church ; that they likeways abufe the pcrmifllon

granted their brethren, of having divine fervice faid

once in churches that are under an interdift, and
that in thefe very places, they admit feculars into

their fraternity, pretending thereby to give them
** the fame right to their privileges, as if they were
" indeed profefTed." The council adds, that thefe

nbufes did not proceed fo much from the fuperiors as

from the indifcrction of fome private perfons. To pro-

vide therefore a remedy againft thefe irregularities,

they forbid the military orders, and all other commu-
nities of regulars, to receive for the future any con-
veyances of churches and tythes, without the ordina-

ry's confent, and order them to refign immediately

fuch as they had lately got pofleifion of : that with re -

gard to churches not founded by themfelves, nor ferv-

id by the chaplains of the order, they fhould prefent

the priefts that they defigned for the cure of them to

the bilhop of the diocefe, and referve nothing to them-
felves but the cognifance ofthe temporals, which be-

longed to them : that, agreeable to their privileges,

they fhould not caufe divine fervice to be faid in

churches under an interdict above once a year, nor

give burial there to any perfon whatfoever ; and that

none of their fraternity or allbciates fhould be allow-

ed to partake of their privileges, if not adually pro-

feffed. Such was the regulation made by the holy

council, upon the bifhops com.plaints, which in the

main diminifhed none of the rights and privileges of

the military orders.

In the twenty third chapter of this council, they

condemn the llifnefs of fomeecclefialacks, who would

not allow lepers to have churches to themfelves, tho'

they were not admitted into the publick congregati-

ons. The council orders, that in all places, where

lepers live in community, they may have a church, a

cb urch-
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chiii'cli-yard, and a priell to themfelves : 'tis the firft

conftitution that the church ever made -in favours of

lepers, whatever fome modern hiftorians pretend*.

The jealoufy which the clergy of Palelline retained

againft the military orders, did not hinder Re-

naud, lord of Margat, from making in the 11 78.

precedent year a new grant to the hofpitallers,

or rather an exchange with them, of that caHle which

is fituated on the confines of Judea, as we leam from

the author ofthe affifes of Jerufalem. Thefe knights

fortified it, put a garrifon therein, and made it after-

wards, on that fide, one of the flrongefc bulwarks of

Chriftendom in the eall.

This acquifition was however by no means a ba-

lance to the lofs which the order fuffered the fame year

by the death of Joubert the grand mafter, who had di-

ftinguifhed himfelf as much by his wifdom and capa-

city in government as by his military skill. The hi-

ftorians of that time fay, that Saladine, not enduring

that the hofpitallers fhould fortify a place on the fron-

tier of his dominions, fent one of his generals to be-

fiege it. The fiege was long and bloody ; the grand

mafter of the hofpitallers, who had thrown himfelf in-

to the place, flood feveral affaultswith great refolution,

Moll of his knights, animated by his example, and fight-

ing before his eyes, died upon the breach they defended,

the grand mafter, at the fame time,fhewing no difpofiti-

on to hearken to a capitulation. In fine, the infidels

made fuch powerful efforts, that they carried the place,

Avord in hand, cut the knights that werelert in pieces,

took the grand mafter prifoner : and their comman-
der, to revenge the obftinate refiftance of the grand

mafter,

» Ecdefiaftici quidam quae fua funt, non quae Jefu Chrifti

quserentes, leprofis qui cum fanis habitare non poflant, et ad ec-

clefiam cum aliis con venire, ecclefias et ccemeteria non permittunt

habere, nee proprio juvare minifterio facerdotis
j
quod quia prcrul

apietate chriftiana alienum dignofcitur, de benignitate apoftoiica

conftituimus, ut ubicunque tot fimul fub communi vita fuerint

congregati, quod ecclefiam fibi cum ccemeterio conftituere, et pro-

prio valeant gaudere presbytero fine contradi^ionc aJiqua permit-

untur habere. 3. Cone, Lat. cap. 25.



1 4.0 Hijlory of the I^Aghts cf MALT A,

mailer, threw him into a dungeon, and left him there

to periili with famine. Thus ended the days of that

ilKiilrious knight, crowning a life that had been fpent

in defence of the altars of God, with a death highly

precious in his fight. There are other auuiors who
pretend, that he did not fall into the hands of the in-

fidels, but that, feeing the ruinous condition of the

kingdom of Jerufalem, he died of grief

The chapter meeting after his death, chofe Roo-er

Defmoulins to fucceed him, a knight
Roger who, by his conduft and valour, ju-

Desmoulins. flified the choice of the companions
1 179. of the order. His firft care after his

inftallation was to exhort the regent

and principal nobility of the kingdom to carry on the

war againil Saladine with vigour : but the jealoufy

and competition between the grandees for the govern-
ment of the ftate during the king's infinnitv, the cri-

minal correfpondence of fome lords with the infidels,

and the divifion that broke out in his time between the

two military orders ; all this contributed as much to

Saladine's conqueils, as his own valour and the courage
of his foldiers.

We have obfei-ved upon the authority of Brompton,
an Englifh hiflorian of the lame age, that the order of
templars was as it were a branch of that of the hofpi-

taUsrs of St. John ; but this branch, fays the fame au-

thor, growing up to a great tree, feemed to eclipfe and
fmother the flock from whence it was taken. This
emulation betv/een the two military orders, their eager-

nefs in grafping at new revenues, wherein they vied

with each other, a certain jealoufy almoll infeparable

from the profeffion of arms, and fome difputes about
rank and precedence, as well in the field as in councils

of ftate, all concurred to keep up a mifunderllanding

betv,'een them, which at laft flamed out to fuch a de-

gree that they fought and attacked one another as of-

ten as they m.et.

There can be no difpute, but that the piety of
both the orders began to dwindle confiderably through

a
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a conduft To violent in its nature, and fo unworuhy the

religious profeffion : and if we ftili find the lams va-

lour among thefe warriors, it muil be ov/ned, that it

was not fo much infpired by Chriilian charity, as by
the human motives of glory and ambition.

As thefe military friars owned no fuperior but the

pope, the king fent Alexander III. advice of their di-

vifions. That pope, v/ho forefaw how fatal the confe-

quences thereof might be to the Chriftians of the Ho-
ly Land, obliged the knights to be reconciled. A trea-

ty of peace was drawn up by his order ; the two grand

mafters figned it, as they fay in the milrament itfelf,

by the advice and exprefs confent of the two chapters

;

and they entered into covenants about feveral eflates

which both of them laid claim to, as well as \'arious

fams of money which they demanded of each other.

We fee likeways in the inilrument of this treaty, that

the pope enjoined them both, in cafe of any nev/ oc-

cafions of difpute, to nominate, each party for them-
felves, three old knights of the language and priory

where the diiterence Ihould arife, to make an abfolute

determination of it ; and that if thefe arbitrators could

not agree among themfelvcs, they fhould refer it to

fome common friends, to be chofen between them, and
which were to ferve as additional arbitrators, or ^^^
remit the cognifance of it to the holy fee. The pope
adds in his bull, that whilfl: they are waiting the final

judgment of that tribunal in the cafe, he exhorts the

knights of both orders to be ftudious in giving mutual
proofs of the honour and regard they have for each o-

ther, and to join their endeavours, without diftin*^ion,

for the common good and advantag-e of the tv/o houfes.

that, as Alexander fays, " though their inflitution be
*' different, yet it may appear, by the bond of charity,

" which ought to unite them, that they are but one
*' and the fam.e military and regular order".

The hofpitallers and templars conformed in ap-
pearance to the pope's intentions ; but to fay the truth,

the pontiff's authority rather lulled afleep for a time,

than put an end to differences, which had their

fource
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fource from avnnce and ambition ; two palTions that

take deep root in the heart of man, and from which
the holieft focieties are not exempt.

Another paiTion, fo much the more dangerous in

that ii makes its way into the heart by beauty
1

1 79. and tJie gi-aces of a fine perfon, had like to

have raifed a civil war in the principality of
Antioch. Bohemund, the fovereign prince of that

ftate, had married to his firft wife a daughter of the
houfe of Iblin : and after her death, a Greek princcfs,

namedTheodora. Eohemund, led aftray by the charms
ofa concubine, had abandoned his lav/ful wife. The
patriarch of Antioch, after ufmg canonical admoni-
tions in vain, excommimicated him, and laid a gene-
ral interdi(fl upon all his dominions : a kind of pu-
nilhment which invol/es the innocent with the guilty,'

and is very often of dangerous confequence. Upon
this Bohemund, hurried on hy his piffion, and in'renfed

at a proceeding that might raife a revolt in the princi-

pality, made his officers feize on the temporalities or
the patriarch, drove him out of Antioch, and befieged

him afterwards in a caftlev/hich belonged to him, and
whither he was retired with the principal of his cler-

gy. The patriarch of Antioch was looked upon as

the firft prelate of the eaft, as well in regard to the

foundation of his church which is afcribed to St. Pe-
ter, as the extent of his patfiaixhatc, which has within

its jurifdiclion twelve metropolitans, one hundred and
fifty three fuffragan bifliops, and in the city of Antioch-

alone above three hundred and fixty churches. As
the patriarch was not without a great number ofdepen-
dants attached to his dignity, nor the prince without

fecret enemies, and as both the principal nobility of
the kingdom and the people were difcontented at the

government, neither of them were forry to find fo

plaufible a pretence to fhew themfelves.

In a moment all the principality v^as up in arms :

the malecontents, under pretence ofdefending the caufe

of the church, fought to revenge their private inju-

ries..
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lies. Every body was engaged 011 the one fide or the

other, according as his pallions or intereft led him.

The king- of Jerufalem, or rather his council, fear-

ing the infidels fliould make an advantage of thefe dif-

fenfions, engaged the patriarch of Jerufalem, and tha

two grand mailers, to repair thither with all expediti-

on, and endeavour to quiet the ftorrn. Thefe depu-

ties, paffing by Tripoli, brought along with them

count Raimond, a particular friend of prince Bohe-

mund. They affembled firft at Laodicea, and from

thence they went afterwards to Antioch. Being arriv-

ed, many conferences were held upon the occafion,

and meifages fent on both fides ; at laft they made a

fort of provifional treaty, wherein it was agreed, that

both fides jQiould lay down their arms ; that the patri-

arch fhould be immediately reftored to the enjoyment

of his temporalities, and that the interdift fhould be

taken ofr, but that the prince fhould continue excommu-
nicate, if he did not quit his concubine. This reftric-

tion ferved only to inflame his paffion for that woman,
and to aggravate his hatred againfl the chief lords of

the principality. He banifhed afterwards, upon feve-

ral pretences, the great conflable and chamberlain and

three other lords who had fhewn too much attachment

to the patriarch ; they retired to the court of Rupin,

prince of the leffer Armenia, who, by concert with

the grandees of the country, had difpatched the rene-

gado Melier, and had fucceeded him in that principa-

lity.

The grand mailer, fome time after his return from

Antioch, received the mortifying news, that

moft of the hofpitallers of his order, who were 1 1 S2.

fetded at Conftantinople, had been maffacred

in a tumult raifed in that imperial city againfl the La-
tins. The emperor Manuel Comnenus, with a^defign

to extinsuilh the fchifm which he was far from abet-

ting, had brought a confiderable number of Latins

to Conflantinople, and made ufe of them both in the

miniflry and in flate affairs. The hofpitallers had in

Conflantinople the famous hofpital of St.Sanfon, lying

between



144 Wjfory of the Knights ofMalta,

betAveen the church of St. Sophia and St. Irene ; and
they were likeways in poiTelTion of the hofpital of St.

Jolm the almoner.
*' 'Tis probable (fays M. du Cange, a modern hi-

*' fiorian indeed, but highly to be rclpcded for his pro-
*' found learning) that the church of St, Sanfon was
" given to the hofpitalof St. John of jcrufalem by the
«* emperorManuelComnenus, who had fuch an affeifti-

*' on for the Latins, and particularly for the French
*' of the ];ingdom of Jerufalem, that he incurred there-
** by tiie hatred of his own fubjeds • ".

This hatred broke out after his death.'- The
Greeks, exafperated by fome differences in religion,

and refolved not to fubmit to the authority of the holy

fee, fet fire to thehoafes of the Latins, maflacred fach

as fell into their hands, and did not even fpare a cardi-

nal, named John, whom the pope, at the emperor's

requeft, had fent to endeavour a re-union of the two
churches. The Greek priells and monks were the

hotteft in promoting this m-aiTacre, and to encourage
the murderers, gave money among them. Thefe fu-

rious people broke into the hofpital of St. John above
mentioned, and inhumanely murdered the fickand the

religious hofpit.allers who took care of them. It was
with difficulty that a fmall number made their efcape,

and getting on board a fhip, carried the difmal news
of this bloody maifacre to Paleftine.

They found the kingdom fplit into faftions, and
weakened by domeflick divifions that brought

1 178. on its ruin. The king's leprofy not allowing
hirn to marry, or even to hold the reins of

government in his own hands, he had given the prin-

cefs Sybille, his eldeil filler, and widow of the marquis
of Montferrat, in marriage to Guy de Lufignan, of the

houfe of la Marche, fon of Hugh le Brun, whom the

mode of devotion that prevailed at that time had
brought into Paleilinc. He was a handfome prince,

and

* Obfervations fur I'hi.'^olre de GecfF.sy dc Villehardcuin. N.
104. p. 3C2.

fe Will. Tyr. 1. 220. i:.
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and of a good mein, but more a courtier than a foldier,

and having found out the way to pleafe the princesf,

he had no great difficulty, by her intereft, to gain the

good graces of the king.

Baldwin, upon this marriage, made his brother

in law regent of the kingdom, and relerved no-

thing to himfelf but the title of king, and the 1 1S2.

polil;irion of the city of Jerufalem, with a pen-

iion of ten thoufarid crowns of gold.

The fovereign power, in which the king had given

Lufignan a joint fhare with himfelf, raifed the jealoufy

of the grandees, who, being born in PaLftine, confi-

dered that prince as a foreigner. Raimond, count of

Tripoli, fomented this di-/ifion. This count, the mod
powerful of all the vafTals of the crown, afpired fecret-

ly to the fucceffion ofBaldwin.As the choice which the

king had juftmade ruined his hopes, he entered there-

upon, as it is laid, into fecret meafures with Saladine

in order to revive them. The truce which that prince

had made with the king of Jeruialem was ftill iubfift-

ing; the bunnefs was how to break it, without giving

occafion to charge the breach on the Mahometans. Sa-

ladine for this purpose gave private orders to one of

the governors of his frontiers, to turn flocks of flieep,

hories, cows, and other cattle, loofe upon the lands of

the Chriftians, and into the fields which were then co-

vered with corn. Renaud de Chatillon, a famous par-

tifan, that was always on horfeback, caufed all thefe

beafts to be taken and brought to Carach. Renaud de

Chatillon, as William of Tyre relates, was but an ad-

venturer and foldier of fortune*, but handforne in his

.perfon, diftmguilhed by a great many brave aftions,

and in his youth, notwithftanding the inequality of

their ^ conditions, had married privately Conftance.,

princefs of Antioch. He was at that time lord of Ca-

jach, a ftrong place fituated on an hill. The X-atins

.Vol. 1. N had,
» Domina Conftantia domini Raimondi Antiocheni principljs

vidua, licet multos inclitos et nobil-^s viroSejus matrimonium ex-

petcntes, more fxmineo repuliflet, Rainaldum deCaftilJione q-uem-

dam ftipendiarium militem fibj occulte in maritum elegit. Wi^I,

Tyr, 1. 17. c, ji6.
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had ercdcd it into an archbifhoprick, by the name of

Mount-royal ; it was formerly called Petra of the de-

fert, becaufe it lies on the edge of Arabia Petrasa.

Chatillon, with a pretty large number of templars,

had fortified himfelf there, and went frequently out

upon parties. The Mahometans had no enemy that

they dreaded fo much ; he carried oif frequently whole

caravans of pilgrims as they traveled to Mecca ; and

when he had them in prifon, he ridiculed their devo-

tion. Mahomet himfelf v/as not fpared in his raller-

ries : he had likeways formed the defign of deftroy-

inp- his. tomb, Vv'hich has fuch honours paid it at Me-
dina, the Mahometans holding it in as much veneration

as Chriftians do the fepulchre of Jefus Chrift ; and he

would have made himfelf mailer of that town and of

Mecca, if the governor, who commanded under Sa-

ladine in Arabia, had not difcot^ered his defign, and

taken proper meafures to oppofe it.

Sal A DINE, byway ofreprifal, imprifoned fifteen

hundred Chriftians, merchants and pilgrims, whofe

fliip had run a-ground near Damiata. He fent after-

v/ards to the king of Jerufalem, to demand reftitution

of all the cattle that Renaud and the templars had car-

ried off, contrary to the truce ; and in cafe fatisfadlion

was not given, the embalTador had orders to declare

war againft him, and to proteft, in that prince's name, •

that he would treat the Chriftians, whom he had or-

dered to be feized, and their efFedls, in the fame man-

ner as they treated the cattle and their drovers, whom
they detained, he faid, fo unjuftly at Carach.

The kino- would very willingly have given fatisfac-

tlon to the fultan*, whom he dreaded; but he had fo

lltde authority, and the government was fo weak, that

he could never oblige Renaud and the templars to re-

ftore the booty they had taken. Saladine upon this,

under pretence of taking reprifals, began to make

frefti incurfions upon the lands of the Chriftians; and,

as he had forefeen, war enfued. He paftes the Jordan,

puts every thing that oppofes him to the fv/ord, car-

ries

* Herold. Cont, Will. Tyr. I, i,
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ries ofFthe women and children, dragging them into

an odious flaveiy ; fets fire to the houfes, ravages the

open country, and abandons himfelf to all the cruel-

ties that could ilrike fear and terror into the minds of

the people.

These ravages made the principal nobility of the

kingdom take the field at the head of their vafTals,

and fupported by the two military orders. Theil, le-

veral bodies of troops made up a conuderable army.

The king, whofe infirmity grew every day worfe and
worfe, was not in a condition to take the command
upon him*. . He had loll his iight. The malignity of
his leprofy had taken away the ufe of his hands and
feet, fo that he was obliged to mtrufl: the com-
mand of the army with Lufignan his brother- 1 1 83.
in-law, whom he had made count of Jaffa and
Afcalon, titles belonging to the prefumptive heir of

the crown. The count, either for want of capacity .

in the art ofwar, or through the jealoufy of the chief

-commanders, lay flill above eight days in fight of an
enemy weaker than himfelf, without attacking him,
and even fuiiered him to go off with his booty and
prifoners, and crofs the river Jordan bciore his eyes,

without m^aking the leall motion, or daring to go out

of his intrenchments.

The Latin Chriilians,who were allfoldiers themfelves,

and loved to have a general for their prince, complain-

ed heavily to the king of the cowardice of his brother-

in-law ; and moll of the nobility protefled, that they

would never march into the field a^ain under -his com-
mand. The king, to fatisfy them, recalled the pow-
er he had intrufted him with; and, as princes often {ot

no bounds either to their favours or refentments, he
was deprived of the county of Jaffa'', as being no way
qualified to defend that important place^ which was
one of the keys ofthe kingdom. The king at the fame
time named for his fucceffor young Baldwin

j.

his nephew, fon of the princefs Sybille and "
^'

the marquefs ofMontfen art, her firll husband, though
N 2 this

* Will. Tyr. 1. 22. ^ Will. Tyr. 1. 23,
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that prince was hardly five years old. This'

change occafioned great diviiions all over the king-

dom. Guy de Lufignan retired to Afcalon, where
he fortified himfelf at firil againft the party that op-

pofed him. But as this prince was much better quali-

fied to talk big of his refentments, than to maintain

them fword in hand, he foon returned to court j and
in exchange for a crown and fovereignty, which he
had been encouraged to expect, and for which no e-

quivalent can be made, he poorly took up with the

county of Jaffa that had been taken from him, and
was now rellored to him with the title of the king's

valTal.

Baldwin, who was no longer capable of acTiing

by himfelf, committed the care of the govern-

1 184. ment to the count of Tripoli, not fo much oat

of regard to him, as for fear he fhonld raife new
difturbances in the kingdom, in cafe he was fet afide.

Pvaim.ond, the fecret fpring and author of all the cabals

of the court, refufed the regency atfirft, being well fa-

tisfied, that nobody woul 1 accept it in his wrong.

The king was forced to prefs and importune him to it;

aud when at laft he confented to take the gov^ernment

cpon him, it was with this provifo, that the hofpital-

lers and templars would engage to defend all the pla-

ces that ihould be attacked. In the mean time, to fecure

his authority, he obtained a new truce from Saladine,

which that infidel prince granted for a fum of money,
to reimburfe him the charges of the war.

The Chriftians view in demanding this truce was
to gain time for obtaining a new crufade, and fuccours

from the princes of the weft. The main bufinefs was
to fend a folemn embaffy thither, and to put the ne-

gotiation into the hands of perfons qualified by their

capacity to manage it, and by their rank and merit to

command refpedl and deference.

Heraclius, patriarch ofjerufalem, offered him-
felf for the employment ; he was a man of

1 1 84. much vanity and conceit, and bragged that he

would not return but at the head of an army,

compofed
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compofed of the moft potent fovereigns in Europe.

The prince he depended moft upon was Henry IT.

king of England, grandfon to Fulk, count of Anjou

and king of Jerufalem, and confequently coufm-ger-

man to Baldv/in. What raifed the patriarch's confi-

dence the more, was his being informed, that v/here-

as the Englifh prince had received abfolution from the

pope, on account of the murder of St. Thomas arch-

bifhop of Canterbury, of which he was fufpecled, it

was only upon condition, that he Ihould go in perfon

at the head of a powerful fuccour to the Holy Land.

And though that prince had not in exprefs terms

commanded him to be affaffinated, yet as fome impru-

dent words of his feemed to have occafioned it, he

fubmitted to the penance, and in a council held at

Auranches in Normandy, September 27th 1172, he

had made a folemn promife, that at the Chriftmas

following he would take the crofs upon him for three

years, and fet out the next fummer for Jerufalem, if

the pope did not grant him a difpenfation mr it ; and

that during the war, or at leaft for one year, he would,

beiides his own troops, maintain two hundred tem-

plars at his own expence. None of thefe conditionshad

been as yet performed, though it was near thirteen

years fince he engaged for them.

The patriarch, who was well informed of this mat-

ter, ufed the intereft of all his friends that he might be

fent into Europe,' flattering himlelf that he inould

come back with powerful fuccours for the Holy Land,

and loaded with great prelents to himfelf. But the

council could hardly be brought to trull: fuch an im-

portant negotiation to a prelate, who was naturally

of a warm temper, and knew not how to deal with

mankind in any other than a haughty manner : yet

as it was dangerous to refufe him, (and befides they

flattered themfel es that his dignity might add fome
conflderation to the embafVy,) they accepted his offer,

but appointed the two grand mafters for his colleagues,

who were qualified by their moderation and good
breeding, to foften the roughnefs of the patriarch's

N 3 humour^
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humour ; befides, the knights of the two orders were,
by reafon of their birth and valour, much refpefted in

the weft, and in the courts of thofe princes whofe fub-'

jefts they were born.

These embafTadors fet fail from Jaffa, and arrived

fafe at Brundufium. Pope Lucius III, facceffor to

Alexander, and the emperor Frederic I. were then at

Verona, where they had come to an interview, in or-

der to fettle the peace of Italy, which they had put in-

to a flame by their reciprocal pretenfions. Our em-
baffadors, defirous to improve the opportunity, made
hafte to Verona, and laid before both of them the for-

midable power of Saladine, the miferable and weak
condition of the kingdom of Jerufalem, and the ne-

ceffity of a powerful fuccour, if they had a mind to

preferve the Holy Land. The emperor promifed them-

troops-, which he never furniihed, and the pope gave
them only indulgences and letters ofrecommendation,

.

which coft him nothing «.

That pontiff wrote indeed very preffing letters to the

king of England, threatening him with the judgments

of God, if he did not perform the penance prefcribed

him ; and by other letters, he folicited the king of

France very warmly, to fignalize his zeal at his com-
ing to the crown, by an enterprize worthy the piety

of his ancellors. Our embafladors, furniihed with

thefe letters, were preparing for their journey to the

two kingdoms, when they were flopped at Verona by
a violent illnefs, which feized the grand mafter of the

templars, and carried him to his grave •>. The two em-
baiirtdors, alter paying him their laft offices, fet put

for France, and arrived at Paris in the month of Ja-
nuary, A. D. 1185. Philip IL was then

1185. upon the throne of France, a young prince

about twenty years old. The embaffadors,

after delivering him the pope's letters, laid before him
the

* Hcraclius patriarcha fanftae refurreciionis, etRoeerus magifter

(icmus hofpitali-sjevifalem, tendcntes in occideiitem, et per Itali-

am tranfitum facientes et Galliam, nee a domino papa, nee ab im-
pcvatcre Ko'.iiano, jitc a rece Francorum alicjua conloiatoria re-

cepfrunt. Radulph. de Diceto Ang. p. z6;-,

* Ar;>aulu cf Troy,
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the extreme danger the Holy Land was in of falling

again under the tyranny of the infidels; and in order

to obtain his affiftance, and engage him to go in per-

fon at the head of his troops, they prefented him the

keys of the city of Jerafalem, of the tower of David,
and of the church of the holy fepulchre, as a fort of
inveftiture, or at leaft as an earneft of that right of
protection which he was to acquire by his arms. The
king received the patriarch and grand mafter very ho-
nourably, and* gave them, as Rigord fays^,the kifs of
peace. He ordered at the fame time all the prelates of
his kingdom to exhort his fnbjefts to take upon them
the crofs. He would have done it himfelf, but the coun-
cil of the young prince, who had no children as yet,

did not think it advilable for him to leave his domini-
ons in a jundure of continual wars, which France was
obliged to maintain againll theEnglifh and Flemino-g,

The king therefore contented himfeli with affurino- the
embafladors, that he would maintain at his own ex-
pence'' all that Hiouid affume the crofs, and take up
arms out of fo holy and pious a motive.

The patriarch and^ grand mafter pafied next into
England, from whence the patriarch, as we
have faid, expefted to obtain the mofl conli- i i8c.
derable fuccours «. The embaffadors being

arrived, delivered the pope's letter to the king, and
reprefented to him the need the holy places were in

of his arms, and particularly of his prefence. Henry
received them with great demonftrations of refpedl. It

is even faid, that he went as far as Reading to meet
them*. But as he was advanced in years, and befides

had three fons full of iire, of a reftlefs and ambitious

difpofition,
* In cfculo pacis honcrifice recepit, diligentilTin-e prsepofitis

terrs fuse, five difpenfatori bus praecipiens quod ubicumquc per
terram irent, de rcditibus regis fufScientes expe]:ifas iliis miniftra-

rent. Rijrord. p 171.
'' De confiiio priucipum firenuos rnilites cnm iragna multitu-

dine pedittim armatorum dp propriis reditibus fumptus fufficientes,

prout fama referente didicirnus, miniftians, devote Jerufakm
tranfmif.t lb. ibid.

'j
•= Will. Neubr. 1. 3. c. 12. p. 42J,
^ RogQr. Koveden, in Henr. II,
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difpofition, and hard to be kept in a due fubmiflion

to his authority, fo long a voyage as that of Jerufa-

lem was by no means convenient, cither for his

health or the prefent fitivation of his affairs, Ncver-

thelefs, to amufe the cmbafTadors, he referred thcde-

cifion of that matter to the parliament, which met the

iirfl: funday in lent. That augult affembly was acquaint-

ed, in the king's name, with the fmcerc defire he had
of marching to the Holy Land, in order to perform

his penance, and at the fame time did rtot fail to take

notice of his old age, the bad flate of his health, and
withal the neceflity of his prefence in England. His
complaifant fubjedls eafily guefled at the prince's fenti-

ments, and did not forget to conform themlelves to

them : they fent him a deputation with great ceremo-

ny, to reprefent to him in the nation's behalf, that by
an obligation antecedent to St. Thomas's death, and
his own abfolution, and by the folemn oath which he
took the day of his coronation, he was under greater

obligations to ftay at home, and govern his dominions,

than he could be to leave them, and go in perfon to

make war in Paleftine. That the parliament never-

thelefs was of opinion to give fifty thoufand merks of

lilver for the levying of troops that fhould be fent a-

way immediately for Afia ; that the crufade fhould be

preached over all the kingdom, and the king Ihould

give leave to fuch prelates and noblemen as would take

the crofs upon them, to go out of the land upon fo ho-

ly an expedition. The king communicated this rcfo-

lution to the embafl'adors, who defired of him to fend

at leall one of his fons at the head of the crufaders : but

his anfwer was, that none of rhem were then in Eng-
land, and he could not engage them in their abfence.

The patriarch, who was naturally paffionate, told him
infolently, that they had no need of his money, but

of a general fit to command an army. He went
on with a thoufand extravagant exprcfllons, even fo

far as to upbraid him with his infidelity to the

king of France, his luperior lord, and the murder of

St. Thomas of Canterbury : and feeing Henry, who
was
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was the haughtieft man alive, redden with anger and
vexation ; " Here's my head, fays he, treat me if you
*' pleafe, as you did my brother Thomas ; 'tis indif-

" ferent to me whether I die here by your orders, or

" in Syria by the hands of the infidels, for you are

" worfe than any Sarazen of them all "."

Henry, either out of greatnefs of mind, or for

fear of another quarrel with the ecclefiafticks, took no
notice of this infolence. But there is no expreffing

the concern and confufion of the grand mafter of the.

hofpitallers, to fee himfelf joined in cornmiiTion with.

a man of fo violent a temper as the patriarch, who,

by his extravagant pafiions, ruined all the benefit

they had reafon to expedl from their negotiation. He
omitted nothing to pacify the king, who feemed to

facrifice his refentments to the interefts of religion.

This prince carried the compliment fo far, as to take

the two embafi'adors of Jerufalem with him in his own
iliip to Normandy, where they kept the feaft of Ealler

at Rouen.
We are told in Trivet's chronicle, that this prince

gave them three thoufandmerks of filver out ofhis own
exchequer^. Agreat number of the Englifh, and many
of his fubjedls on the other fide the fea, took the crofs

and joined the French that Philip II. fent into the eall

at his own expence. But as there wanted a prince, or

fome perfon of authority fufficient to command them,

and make himfelf obeyed, they received no great ad-

vantage from this armament ; and upon the embaffa-

dor's return, a general confternation fucceeded the

falfe hopes that the patriarch had given of his negoti-

ation.

It was not long before they were acquainted at Je-
rufalem with his. odd and extravagant condudl at the

court ofEngland ; ail the world inveighed bitterly a-

gainft him ; it was publickly faid, that tlie true crofs

which
' Fac de me quod de Thoma feclfti, adeo libenter volo a te oc-

cidi in An^^lia ficut a Saracenis in Sysia, quia tu omni Saracena
pejor es. Chron. Joan. Brompt. in Hcnr, II, p. 114J.

* Spicil. t. 8. p. 489.
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which had been recovered formerly by a prince calleJ

Hercalius, was going to be loil again under the pon-
tificate, and by the fault of a patriarch of the fame
name : every body detelled the violence of his paf-

fions, and they did not fpare his conduft, particularly

with regard to a woman, whom he kept publickly,

and who was better known by the title of the patri-

archefs than by her own name ».

These complaints againfl that prelate were follow-

ed by difmal prefagcs of what was to come. The king
was d)ing; his fuccelTcr a minor; the regent infinitely

ambitious, without religion, and {"ufpeiTccd of afpiring
at the crown, and holding correfpondence with the in-

fidels J the truce almoll expired ; the enemy powerful

and formidable ; few troops and lefs money j various

parties in the ftate, and divifions, which are always fa-

tal in a minority. The king's death happened in.

this miferable juncilure, and was followed, fe-

II 86. ven months after, by that of young Baldwin
V. his nephew and fucceflbr. The enemies

of the count of Tripoli gave out, that he had poifon-

ed the young king, in hopes of fucceeding him, as

v/ell by virtue of his birth right, as by the ftrength of
his own forces, and the intereft and pov^er of his par-

tifans.

Others laid this enormous crime upon the very

mother of young Baldwin'', and pretended that fhe had
poifoned her own fon, to make a way to the throne

for herfelf, and for Guy de Lufignan her fecond huf-

band. What confirmed thefe fufpicions was, that no
body knew any thing either of the young prince's ill-

nefs, or ofthe time of his death, till that princefs, hav-

ing made fure of the patriarch, the grand mafter of the

templars, and the marquefs ofMontferrat«=, furrounded

the palace with troops; and the grand mailer, who
had the crown, and all the royal ornaments in his cu-

ftody, being bribed by a confiderable fum, delivered

them up to her, without the confcnt of the grandees of

the

* Marin. Sanut. 1. 3, part. 6. c. 24. p. lt;-]%

*> Herold, contin. Will. Tyr. 1. I. c 3,
• Gerard de Ridcfort.
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the kingdom: and the fame day that the young king's

death was declared*, the qiieen his mother, an'd Guy
de Lufignan were proclaimed king and queen of Jeru-

folem.

The count of Tripoli's creatures, v/ho defpifed Lu-
fignan, openly oppofed this pi-oclaniation ; and even

Geoffrey de Lufignan, a prince of wonderful flrength

of body, and extraordinary valour, but no ways pre-

judiced in favour of Guy's courage, hearing of his

promotion to the crown of Paleiline, could not help

crying out, in a manner not over Chriftian indeed,
*' Thofe that have made my brother a king, would
.*' have made me a god if they had known me." Moft

of the grandees of the kingdom complained, that the

grand mafter of the templars, who had the guard and

cuftody of the royal crown, had without their confent

or knowledge, delivered it up to the queen, and with-

al to Guy de Lufignan. who had no right to it. Thefe
lords, who were of the firft rank in the kingdon, re-

prefented to the people, that, as affairs then flood in

the Holy Land, they had need of a general for their

king, and fuch an one as had the elleem and good o-

pinion of the army ; adding withal, that the crown
could not defcend to the heirs male of the royal fami-

ly, which entirely excluded the two princefles, fiilers

to young Baldwn. Thefe open pretenfions divided all

theChriilians of Paleiline: they levied troops on both

fides, and were ready to come to a battle, when the

affair was happily turned into a negotiation.

The count of Tripoli, who was the fecret fpring

that put the cabal againll the court in motion, fent the

principal lords of his party to the princefs Sybille, to

let her know, that they would freely confent to put the

crown upon her head • but then they expeded, that

if Ihe would have a king for her husband, fhe iliould

divorce Lufignan, and chufe fuch a prince for the

partner of her throne and bed, as was capable of com-
manding the army, and defending the kingdom.

The
* Idem Herold. ibid. p. 8.
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Th e princefs, who was a very ftirewd perfon, a-

^reed to thefe propolals ; but required on the other

hand, that the grandees (hould bind themfelves by

a folemn oath, to acknowledge him for their fovereign

whom flie fliould chufe for her husband. The outh

was the more readily taken, in that, though the regent

was adually married, yet his adherents Mattered them-

felves, that by help of a like divorce, the princefs 's

choice could fall upon no body but that prince. The
patriarch, whom the queen had gained by a fwinging

bribe, pronounced immediately the fentencc of divorce

between her and Lufignan. Hiftor)^ does not acquaint

us with the pretences all. deed upon that occafion ; but

after the divorce was declared, and the princeis ac-

knowledged for queen, they conduced her to the

church of the holy fepulchre, where fhe was crowned

by the patriarch with great folemnity. She took* the

crown immediately from her own head, and put it u-

pon Guy de Lufignan's, embraced him as her huf-

band, ialuted him as king, and turning towards the

grandees, who were ftunned at this unexpedled ftep,

^* What God has joined, fays Ihe to them, with an air

«' ot itatelinefs, 'tis not for men to put afunder "•

The grand mafter of the templars, who was let into

the intrigue, fupported her with all his intereft. The
grandees were at laft obliged to fubmit, and confent

to a choice they could not help, and the people, who

were always fond of ceremonies, contrary to their cu-

ftoin, faw this laft with more amazement than plea-

fure.

The count of Tripoli was the only perfon^ who
looked upon the queen's choice as an injufticc done

to himfelf 'Tis impoflible to exprefs how much he

was enraged at this preference : he fwore the death of

his rival, and of the templars alfo who had contribut-

ed fo much to his advancement : and he did not care

though
• Pr^sfata regina accepit coronam regiam in manibus fuis, et

pofuit earn I'upr caput Guidonis de Lufignan mariti fui, d.cens,

Ego cllgo tc in repfin ct dor.inum mcum et tcrr.^ H;^rolo]ymi-

tans, quia quouDeus conjunxit, homo fepararc non debet. Rog.

Hovedcn. p- 634..
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tKojjgh he perilhed himfelf, if he could but crufli his
enemies with his own fail.

F.ULL of this fpirit of revenge, and refolved to fa-
crifice every thing to his refentment, he went off ab-
ruptly, and retired to his own territories. Saladine, an
able politician as well as a great general, no fooncr
heard of his difcontent, than he fend a private mef-
fenger that he could depend upon to treat with him.
This envoy reprefented to him, with all tjie appear-
ances of franknefs, that it was not his mailer's intereft
to fuffer a Chriftian and independent kingdom in the
heart of fo many provinces as compofed his empire ;

but that if he would turn Mahometan and become his
valTal, he would engage to place hhn on the throne of
Jerufalem ; and, in order to maintain him on it, would
iacrifice all the templars, their common enemies, to
his fecurity.

Raimond, blinded with his paffion, agreed tot.
yzry thing. It is faid, that he immediately caufed
himfelf to be cirucumcifed. But the better to carry
on their defigns, it v/as agreed between him and the
envoy, that he fliould not publickly declare himfelf
of another rehgion, till after he was in poaTeffion of
the throne; and that to dellroy the new king the
morefurely, he fliould reconcile himfelf with him.
The perfidious count wentwith this defign toJerufa-

lem. Some common friends that he applied to for that
purpofe, andwho had no other view but to put an end
to the divifion, interpofcd honeflly in the accommoda-
tion. Peace was made between them. Raimond ac-
knowledged Lufignan for his fovereign ; and this
count, fo capable by his valour of defendbg the holy
places, was not alhamed to add treafon to hFS ape-
llafy. ,

^

Saladine, as it was agreed between them, fell into
Paleflme at the head of a mighty army. His d«fio-n
was to befiegeAcre, the ftrongcH and richeft city of the
whole kmgdom. His army was computed to amount
to near fifty thoufand horle, befides foot ; ar.d moll of
thefe troops were made up of the old inhabitants of

Vol. I. O '

,he
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the country, or their children, whom the kings ofje-
ruialem, after the conqudl ofGodfrey de Bouillon,

liad driven out of it. Tliey returned all in Salacihie's

retinue, in hopes of a fpesdy conqueil, and of reco-

vering the inheritance of their fathers.

The fuhan, favoured under hand by the count of
Tripoli, found no oppofition in his march,

1 1 87. and advancing to Acre, laid fiege to the

town. The king had coinmitted the defence •

of it the two grand mailers, who had out-marched the

enemy with a large body ofh'bfpltallers and templars,

the furcll refcource the Hate had to depend on. The
two grand mailers, making the garrifon and inhabi-

tants take arms, fallied out in the night timt.*. The
Chriflians, carrying their fvvords in one hand, and fire

in the other, furprize the infidels, break into their

camp, demolifli their tents, cut the throats of all they

find aflcep, aiid fet every thing on fire. Terror and
conilernation feize the enemy's army ; but the day-

light, which began to appear, and Saladine's pre-

fence, recovered them from their fright ; each regi-

ment drew up under their refpedilive colours ; they

came to a regular engagement, and endeavoured to

lurrround the Chriflians.

Though the infidels were vaflly fuperior in num-
bers, yet the military friars, who never counted their

enemies, keep their ground, pufli the enemy before

them, fall upon the body that Saladine himfelf had

rallied: all engage clofe, and mix together, making

(One univerfal llaughter; rivers of blood run down on

both fides ; no quarter given nor prifoners taken : an

equal fury animated the foldiers of both parties. IfSa-

ladine fliewed as much conduft as courage in this ac-

tion, the two grand mailers on their fide, bravely fol-

lowed by their knights, performed prodigies of va-

lour. The grand mafter Defmoulins, at the head of

the hoipitallers, pierced feveral times into the Enemy's

fquadrons; nothing could Hand before him. The
count of Tripoli, who it is faid was difguifed on this

occafion,

* Contin. Will, Tyr. 1, i,c. ^t
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occalion, and fought in favour of- die infidels, to dif-

patch fo terrible a warrior, killed his horfe, who fal-

ling down, tilmbled upon the grand mafter, and the

weight of his armour hindring him from riiing, the

infidels pierced his body with a tlioufand wounds, e-

ven after he was dead, either to rcveng-e the death of
their comrades, or becaufe thefe barbarians thought
they could never be too fure that fo great a

commander would not rife again*. Many of 1 1 87.
the hofpitallcTS died bravely over the body
•of their chief, labouring to fave it from the fury of
the barbarians''. At laft, both parties being fpent,

gave over fighting, and there was no other ground
but Saladine's retreat for concluding: that the o;reate(l

lols v/as on hh fide.

The hofpitallers made a diligent fearch over tlie

field of battle for the body of their grand mafter to

pay him their lafl ofFices". After a great deal of pains
they found it at.laft under a her.p of Turcomans
and Sarazens, who had fallen by the edge of his fey-

mitar, or whom his knights had, after his death, fa-

crificed to tlieir refentment. He was carried into Acre,
and the funeral of that great man was folem.nized tUee
with the tears of his knights, and the univerfal lamen-
tation of the inhabitants.

They proceeded aftenvards to the choice of his

fucceflbr; and as the enemy was in the heart of the

kingdom, and they were in continual expedations of
another battle, the hofpitallers were very fenfible that

they had more need than ever of a general and able
warrior to command them. The choice
of this junfture fell upon brother Garnier, Garnier
a native ofNapoli in Syria, grand prior of op Syria.
England, and Turcopolier of the order,

titles that were infeparabie; which Ihews, that at that

O 2 time
= Eodem die, videlicet calendas Maii, fexaginta fratres templit

et fummus magiftcr domus hofpitalis, cum pluribus domus fua
fiatribus, interl^ai funt. Rog. Hoveden. in Henr. II.

•* Chion. de Nangis.
^ Contin. Will. Tyr, lib. r. c. j-.
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\\%'. ^'"^^ ^^^ dignities v/ere not annexed as thsy are
^' now, to the different languages and nations

of which the order is compofed.
The Turcoples, from whence the name of Turco-

polier is derived, were antiently, as William of Tyre
relates*, a company of light horfe. - The original of
the term came from the Turcomans, who gave the
name ofTurcopoles in general to fuch'children as were
born of a Greek mother and a Turcoman father, and
were defigned for the war fcrvice. It was afterwards
a title of military dignity in the kingdom of Cyprus,
from whence it wa-s adopted into the order of St.John.
But the hofpitallers ufed it only to fignify the colonel
gcn-jral of the infantry. Brother Gamier had refided
for foms time in England, in quality of bailiff and tur-
copolier of the order. During that time king Henry
II. having expelled the canons regular out of the fa-

mous abbey of Buckland, for living too llcentiouflv^

•gave this monaftery to the order, and brother Gamier
put forae nuns that were hofpitallers of St. John into
it. This great bailiff came back afterwards into Pa-
leftlne, to Ihare in the dangers and glory of his bre-

thren ; and his valour and virtues advanced him to the

dignity of grand mailer, upon the death of brother
Roger Defmoulins.

His firll: care was to rccal the greatcft part of the
knights, who were difperfed in various places'* ; and
he received likev/ays feveral novices into the order, to

fupply the room of fuch as were loft in the laft adlion,

and to puthimfelf in a condition ofmaking head with
fuccefs againft the arms of Saladine.

That prince, by agreement with the count ofTri-
poli, and the better to conceal their correfpondence,
laid fiege to Tiberias, which belonged to the count,

in right of Efchine his wife, who made her ordinary
refidence there. The town was carried immediately,

and

* Will. Tyr. 1. 1. c. 7. 1. 19. c. •24. I. ti. c. 9. Aflifes du Roy-
sume c!e Jerufalcm p. 458. Hifloire del' Iflc dc Cypre, parEti-
enne de Lufignan. Albert. Acq. 1. $, c, 3,

^ Nangis ad An. 11S8,
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and the countefs, who knew nothing of her husband^s

treafon, retired into the caiHe which was better for-

tified. The traitor Raimond, as if he had been veiy

anxious about the fuccefs of the fiege, cries out for

fuccour, calls all his friends about him, and lays be-

fore the king the great importance of the place, which

cox'ered all the frontier on that fide. They refolved im-

.mediately to throw in fuccours, coft what it v/ould.

The king prepared to march himfelfatthe hiead ofwhat

forces he had got together ; but the count, who had
amind to deliver all the forces of the kingdom up at

once to Saiadine, remonftrated to the king, that if he

advanced with an army fo much inferior to that of the

fultan, he would expofe himfelf infallibly to a defeat;

that Saiadine had at leall 80000 horfe befides his

foot, and that to oppofe fo formidable a power, it was
necefTary to draw all the garrifons out of the ftrong

towns, and bring into the field all the inhabitants that

Avere able to bear arms, in order to increafe the army,

and have lefs to fear from the number of the infidels.

Guy de Lufignan, Vv^ho was neither a great foldier,

nor an able politician, abandoned himfelf to the per-

iidious council of a reconciled enemy : all the flrong

towns were drained of their garrifons, and even of

their inhabitants, and not a foul left in them but old

men, women and children. The v/hole fortune ofthe

kingdom was flaked upon this confufed multitude of

foldiers, citizens and peafants, armed ridicuioufly e-

nough, moftof them marching without any order, and
only animated by fury and pailion.

Upon the approach of the Chriflians, Saiadine

drew out of his lines \ they foon met ; the fight lafled

for three days, and was very bloody. Guy de Luficr_

nan, by the count of Tripoli's advice, had encamped
among the rocks, as in a place where there was no
forcing him: but the treacherous count had concealed

from him, that the foldiers could have no water in

that place, but what they mufl pafs though the army
of the infidels to fetch. A v/ant of fo prcffing a na-

ture was foon felt. NecefTity obliged them to advance

O 3 the
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;

the next day againft the enemy, to open themfelves a
paflage to the river. The • templars, who were in the
van, marched down firft into the plain, charged the
infidels with their ufual valour; and upon the firft onlet
drove them before them. Never had thofe brave war-
riors diftinguiihed themfelves by fo much courage and
intrepidity on any occafion. I'hey pierced and broke
the iirit fquadrons of the infidels ; but the count of
Tripoli, who commanded the body that was to fuftain
them, inllead of following the path which thofe noble
ioldiers of Jefus Chrift had opened to vidory, aban-
doned tlicm, and lied by compaft with Saladine, who

• let him cfcape ; and the templars being left alone in
the plain, were overborn by the multitude of their e-
nemies, and were all killed or taken prifoners : the
rell of the army retired into their camp in the rocks,
where that traitor, the count of Tripoli, had infnared
them. The flight of that prince, whofe capacity and
valour they liad a great opinion of, made the ChrilH-
ans think the afriiir was defperatc. They pafled the
.Tiight among the rocks without water, in the month of
July. Saladine, to add to the heat of the feafon, fet
iire to the woods that grew upon the mountain, and
•encrircled the camp of tlie Chriftians ; the foldiers,
3ialfdead with thiril and wearinefi, lay down upon the
ground, giving themfelves no concern about the ene-
my, as thinking death was not the worft of evils. Sa-
ladine having notice from fome deferters, that there
was no longer any order or command obferved in tlie

camp, attacked it, and found but a weak refillance.
It was not fo much a fight as a butchery. The Turco-
jnans and Sarazens gave no quarter; rivers of blood

ran
* Templarii robuftiflimo in hoftem impetu procurrentes, prima-

rumhoftiiirnturmarumdenritatem rupcrunt, et earum vel ftragem
velfugamfecerurit. Vcnimtuncdemum noftrorum ncfanda proditio
ctnefariacum hoftc coUufio claruit; comes enim Tripolitanus
caeterique optimates cum turmis fuis, fpreta difpofitione regia*
praeclaram illam templi militiam, holies fortiter proterentem^
dum non fequerentur, perlclitari feceieja tqje ita tcmpL-rli, con-
fertiflimis hoftium cuneis, nullo fequepte, immerf: illico vcl vic-
tima veJ praeda fuere. Will. Neubrig. 1. 3. p. 430.
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ran down between the rocks 5 the whole army was
either deftroyed or taken priibners; the king, the

grand mailer of the templars, Renaud de Chatillon,

and a great number of the nobility and knights of St.

John and the temple fell alive into the infidels hands.

The Turks took likeways the true crofs, which was
ufually carried into the field. The grand mailer of

the hofpitallers, after fome feats of incredible valour,

made his efcape though all over wounds, and opened

his way, fword in hand, through the enemy's fqua-

drons : he reached Afcalon, but died the next day of

his vyounds.

Sal AD IN E, who flattered himfelf that by the ex-

tindlion of the military orders he ihould the more ea-

fily make himfelf mailer of the Holy Land'', notified to

the hofpitallers and templars who were prifoners of

war, that they had no way to avoid death but by
changing their religion, and renouncing Jefus Ghrifl

:

but thefe noble warriors offered themfelves with fatif-

faftion to the flaughter ; they were all put to death

by the barbarians ** ; a^d the conilancy and firmnefs

with which they received it, animating the faith of the

common foldiers, feveral of them that were only fecu-

lars, by an innocent fraud, cried out that they weie
templars, and, as if afraid of wanting executioners,

they prefTed forward, flriving with one another which
ihould be firfl facrificed by the fword of the infidels.

The fultan after this gave orders to bring the king

into his tent, with the grand mailer of the templars,

Renaud de Chatillon, and the other noblemen that

were taken prifoners, none of v/hom expefted a more
. favourable fate. Saladine, to remove the king's ap-

prehenfions, made him fit down by him, and feeing

the unfortunate prince halfdead with thirfl and weari-

nefs,

' Will. Neub. 1. 3. p. 43. Roe. Hoveden, p. 637. Heroic],

contin belli facri, 1. 1.7. p. 14.
^ Miiites templi et hofpitaiis quos in campo non vorr.verat gla-

dius, ab aliis fegegate captivis Saladinus coram fe dccollari pr^e-

cepit. Rog. Hoved. p. 637.
Quotquottemplarii et hoipitabrii inveniuntur; protinus decol-^

lanturiidcm. Nangis ad an, 1187.
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nefs, ordered a liquor to be brought him tliat was r.i-

greeable to the tafte, and cooled in fnow. The king

having drank, gave the cup to Renaud, but thefultan

oppofed it, and told the king by his interpreter, " 'Tis

** for you that I fent for this liquor, and not for that

" vile man, who is never to hope for quarter". To
underftand the meaning of thefe words, it muft be

obferyed, that among thcfe infidels, the rights of hof-

pitality were inviolable, and thofe barbarians never

put their prifoners to death, when they had once given

tliem any thing to cat or drink with their own hand.

'TwAS for this reafon that Saladine hindered Re-

naud from drinking after the king ; he reproached him

heavily with the truces that he had violated, his rob-

beries, and his inhumanity towards the prifoners,

which he had taken rather, faid he, as a robber, than

according to the rules of war; and withal imputed

him as the greatell of crimes, according to the prin-

ciples of his religion, the defign he had formed of fur-

prizing and plundering Mecca and Medina. " You
" muft then, to repair fuch a feries of outrages, fays

« the fultan in a louder tone, either renounce Jefus

*' Chrift immediately, or die a viclim to our prophet's

** vengeance". Renaud, bold and intrepid even un-

der the fword of the enemy, anfwered him, that a

Chriflian did not know what it was to purchafe his

life by fuch a bafenefs. Saladine thereupon, tranf-

ported with wrath, drew his fcymitar and ftruck off

his head, making a martyr of that noble man, who by

fo chrJftian and brave an end, atoned for what was

lefs juftifiable in his manner of making war. The

fultan, at the king's requeft, fpared the life of the grand

niafter of the templars, fending him toDamafcus, with

the kincT and the other prifoners, from whom he ex-

pelled to draw a vaft ranfom.

The kingdom of Jerufalem was in a terrible defo-

lation ; there were no troops nor any leaders to com-

mand them ; the towns were left without inhabitants;

the two military- orders had loft the grcatcft part of

their knights ; and of tlie two grand maftcrs, one was
juft
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juft dead of the wounds he had received in battle,

and the grand mailer of the temple was a prifoner at

Damafcus.
In this melancholy fituation, the hofpitallers that

• were left aiTembled to proceed to the choice of a new
grand mafter. One might then have faid of that great

poft, what St. Paul fays of i.he epifcopal office, on ac-

count of the fufferings. and perfecutions attending it,

that it was a meritorious work to defire that eminent

dignity. In truth-, they were forced to

offer a fort of violence to brother Er- -Ermengard
mengard Daps, to oblige him in that Daps.
difmai jundlure to take the government

upon him. This order that was lately fo pov/erful

and formidable to the infidels, was now almoil: extinft

by the great number of knights that were loft in the

late battles ; and the few that had efcaped the fury of the

Sarazens, were in continual expectation of undergoing

the famefate ; the errand mafter at thefame time beins:

unable to difcover anyrefource for himfelf and his bre-

thren but an honourable death ifthey failed of vitTtory.

Saladine, to make his advantage of the general

confternation, followed the torrent of hisfo tune ; moft

of the fortified places of the kingdom opened their

gates to him ; the city of St.John d'Acre, deftitute of

military friars, its brave defenders, held out but two
days ; and of all the conquefts of the Chriftians none
were left but Jerufalem, Tyre, Afcalon, Tripoli and

. Antioch : and of thefe two laft places one was inde-

pendent of the crown of Jerufalem, and the other was
only held of it in fief.

To give a better notion of the deplorable conditi-

of that kingdom, it may not be improper to infert

here the circular letter which a templar, a forrovv'ful

witnefs of this fatal revolution, wrote to his brethren

of the weft, after the battle of Tiberias.
** Brothep. Thierri grand preceptor, the poor

*' convent and whole order, but now almoft reduced
*' to nothing. To all the preceptors and all our bre-
*' thren of the temple, fend greeting in him to whom

<« we
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*' we addrefs our groans, and whom the fun and the
** moon adore.

" We cannot, our dearcil brethren, exprefs to you
" by tliefe letters, nor even by tears of blood, all the
" calamities that our fms have drawn upon our heads.
*•* The Turcomans, that barbarous nation, having co-
" vered the face of the land, we advanced to relieve

the caftle of Tiberias, \\-hich thole infidels were be-
fi^ging; an engagement foon enfued, but the ene-
my having driven us into rocks and craggy moun-
tains, our troops were cut in pieces ; thirty thou-
fand men fell in that fatal day. The king is taken,
and what is ftill more deplorable, the precious

« wood of the true crofs is falKn into the hands of the
" infidels. Saladine, to crown his vidory, has cut
•* off the heads of two hundred and thirty of our
" brethren who were taken in battle, without rec-
** koning fi.xty others that we loft in a former en-
" gagement. The fovereign of the barbarians is al-
** ready mafter of the prin'cipal towns of the king-
" dom. The Chriftians have nothing left but Jeru-
" falem, Afcalon, Tyre andBerytus, and even the gar-
*' rifons and chief inhabitants of thefe places perifhed
" in the battle of Tiberias : fo that it is impoffible
" without the fnccour of heaven, and your afiiftance^
*' to preferve them, &c."
But this affiftance was too remote, and there was

no likelihood of its arriving time enough to ftop the
progrefs of Saladine's arms. That conqueror, after
reducing St. John d^Acre, Jaffa, Napoloufa, Sebafte,
Nazareth, Sefurieth, Caefarea, Sidon and Berytus,
marched ftraight to the capital, and inverted Jerufa-
lem, the main defign that he had" in view. The queen
was in it ; but the city had no body to defend it but
the inhbitants, the chief ofwhich too, beingGreeks by
religion, were fecret enemies of the] Latins. Saladine,
who knew their difpofition well, and thought himfelf
already mafter of the place, refufed to come to any
compofition with the queen. That princefs, after .'i

flight refiilance, had defued to capitulate. Saladine

fcnt.
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Tent her word, that he was refolved to enter the place

fword in hand, to revenge, as he faid, the blood of fo

many Mufllilmen maflacred by the Chrillians in the

time of Godfrey de Bouillon. The cruelty of this an-

fwer made the Latin Chrillians refolve to bury them-
feb/es in the ruins of the place : Men, women, and
•children, all took arms ; and defpair fupplying the

place of valour, they flood the infidels attacks with fo

refolute a courage, that the fultan, either appre-

hending fomc revolution, or at leafl: fearing that the

length of the fiege might retard the other conqueHs
that he propofed, confented at laft to enter into a ne-

gotiation ; and the treaty was ligned on both fides the

fourteenth day of the fiege. It v/as agreed by the ca-

pitulation, that the queen fliould deliver up the town
in the condition it was in, and without demoliihing

any thing ; that the gentry and military perfons Ihould

march out with their arms, and have a convoy to con-
du6l them to Tyre or any other town they pleafed ;

that with regard to the inhabitants, the natural Greeks
might ftay there, but all fuch as were Latins by de-

fcent, Ihould be obliged to leave the place ; and to

Ihew, that he was mailer of their lives and liberty, he
would make them pay for their ranfom, the men ten

crov/ns of gold, the women five, and two for every

child ; and that all Vv'ho could not pay thefe refpec-

tive rates, fhould remain flaves to the conqueror.

All the night long, which uihered in the executi-

on of this difmal treaty, nothing was to be heard in

Jerufalem, but the groans, wailings and cries of the

miferable inhabitants, lamenting their fate, 'and that

they were obliged to deliver up the holy city with

their own hands to the infidels. Men, wornen and
children, young and old, prollrated themielv^es before

the holy fepulchre, bathing it with their tears, kilfing

and embracing it, and being unable to part from it,

in fine, the day broke, and the difmal moment arriv-

ed, when the gates were to be opened to the viftori-

ous enemy. The infidels took poffeiTion of the place

;

but Saladine, attended with his principal ofiicers,

would
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would not make his entry till all the Latin ChriAians

were gone out. The firft who appeared in the mourn •

ful proceflion, were mothers loaded with their little

children, that were as yet unable to walk ; others led

by the hand fuch as were a -little llronger ; the men
carried the prorifions and the fmall houlhold goods
neceiiary for their families ; the queen, encircled with

the military men that were left, came after the people,

accompanied with the two little princefles her daugh-

ters, the patriarch and his clergy, and followed by all

the perfons of diftindlion of both fexes. Saladinc, as

the queen drew near, advanced to meet her, fpoke to

her with great reipeft, and to comfort her, gave her

hopes of fitting the king her husband at liberty, in

confideration of a moderate ranfom. Some Chrirtian

ladies of the queen's retinue, whofe husbands had been

taken by Saladine ciuring the war, pafiing before that

prince, and being feized with a freih fenfe of their, af-

flidions at his fight, gave terrible fhrieks, and held up

their hands like fuppliants. The prince enquiring

what they had to ask him, one of the ladies coming

up to him faid, ** We have lolt our all, fir, but one
*' word of yours can eafe the grief that fo fenfibly af-

** fli6h us. Give us back our fathers, our brothers,

*' and our husbands, that by the fortune of war are
<* your prifoners, and we freely abandon to you all

<* the rell. With pL-dges fo dear as they, we cannot
" be entirely miferable ; they will take care of us, and
" the God whom we adore, who provides even for

" the birds of the air, will provide for our children."

Saladine, who had nothing of the barbarian in

him but his birth, touched with the tears of thefe la-

dies, who had thrown themfelves at his feet, after

making them rife up, ordered all the prifoners that

they claimed to be delivered to them. He added like-

ways to this grace fome prefent^; that he made them,

and what fhewed a great fund of humanity in this ful-

tan, after his entry into Jerufnlem, being informed of

the cKrc which the hofpitallers took of the fick and

wounded, he gave thole knights, though enemies of

his
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his religion, leave to ftay in Jerufalem a year longer,

till the fick were entirely cured.

Thus Jerufalem, eighty eight years after the con-

quell of it by the firil crufade, fell again under the

dominion of the infidels. Saladine, before he entered

into the city, caufed the bells to be broken and melt-

ed down, and the patriarchal church to be walhed with

rofe water. This church was built at firil upon the

old ruins of the temple of Solomon by the caliph

Omar, who, in A. D. 636, having taken Jerufalem,

made it the principal mofque. This mofque, which
was by the infidels called Alaxa, was turned^ into

a church upon the conqueft of Godfrey de Bouil-

lon ; and the pilgrims were fo impofcd on by "a falfe

tradition, that they believed it to be the very temple

of Solomon that was dellroyed by the Romans, and
rebuilt afterwards by the Chriflians. However this be,

Saladine being mailer of the city, the queen retired

with the princeffes her daughters to Afcalon ; the in-

habitants of Jerufalem difperfed themfelves into diffe-

rent places of Afia and Europe ; fome took refuge at

Tripoli, others made their way to Antioch, and a
great number, defpairing ever to fee the kingdom of
Jerufalem rellored, palled as far as Sicily and Italy.

It was at this time, as we are told, that the nuns hofpi-

tallers of St. John, flying from the confufions of war,
retired into Europe with the grand mailer's permiffion,

where they afterwards made confiderable fettlements,

as we Ihall fee in the courfe of this work.
Thierry, grand preceptor of the templars, in a

letter that he wrote to Henry king of England, gave
him an account of this flrange revolution; and as fuch
original pieces are of great authority in hillory, we
fancy the reader will not be difpleafed to find a letter

here inferted, that relates the miferable circumilances

ofthefe great events.

Know, great king, fays the te;nplar to him, that
Saladine has taken the city of Jerufalem, and the
tower of David ; the Syrian Chrillians are allowed
to guard the holy fepulchre only till the fourth day
Vol. I. P <' afcer
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** after next Michaelmas ; the hofpitallers are pcrmit-
" ted to ita\' a year longer in their houfes, to take
*' care of the fick ; the knights of that order, who
*' are in the caftle of Beauvoir, diftinguifli thcmfelves

" every day b}' their various enterpiizes againft the
** Sarazens ; they have lately taken two caravans
" from the infidels, in the firft of which they found
*' the arms and ammunition which the Turks were
* tranfporting from the foitrefs of la Fere, after they
*' had demoliflied it. Caiac, in the neighbourhood
**, of Mont-royal, Mont royal itfelf, Sapheta of the

*' temple, another Carac, and Margat, which belongs
*« to the hofpitallers, Caflel bianco, Triroli and Anti-

" och, flill holdout againft all the efforts of theTurks.
** Saladine has caufed the great crofs to be taken down
*' from the dome of the church, that was built on the

ground of Solomon's temple, and for two days to-

gether it was dragged ignominiouHy through the

*' fcreets, trampled under foot, and defiled with dirt.

" They have wafhed the infide and outfide of that

*< church with rofe water, by way of purification, in

*' order to make a mofque of it, and there they have
** folemnly proclaimed the law of Mahomet. The
<' Turks have laid fiege to Tyre ever fmce Martin-

*' mas ; a great number of military engines play upon
** it day and night, throwing in continually fquare

" flones of a valt bignefs. Young Conrad, fon to

*' the marquefs of Montferrat, has fiiut himfelf up in

«* the place, and makes a gallant defence, being well

« feconded by the knights of St. John and the tem-

<« plars ; en the eve of St. Silvefter, feventeen Chri-

" flian galleys, with thofe brave friars on board, fail-

<* ed out of the port, with ten other Sicilian veflels,

** commanded by general Margarit, a Catalan by na-

" tion, and attacked the fleet of Saladine, in a man-
" ner before his e) es ; the infidels were defeated j the

" great admiral of Alexandria, and eight emirs were

** made prifoners ; they took eleven Ships, and a great

" number ran a ground on the coaft, which Saladine

*' fet on fire, and burnt to afhcs, for fear they fhould

" fall
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" fall into the hands of the Chriflians. That prince

*' appeared the next day in his camp, mounted on
" the lineft of his, hories, whofe tail and ears he had
'* cut, making thus a publick acknowledgment of the

" defeat he had received, and of the trouble it jave
" him."
To have a right notion of what pafled at the iiege

of Tyre, it muft be obierved, that S2.Iadine, after the

taking of Jerufalem, befieged Afcalon, which the

queen furrendered to him, in coniideraLion of his fet-

ting the king her husband, the grand mader of the

templars, and fifteen other noblemen at liberty ; and

by his treaty, Guy de LuRgnan made a folemn re-

nunciation of the title of kmg of Jerufalem. This

prince, with the queen his wife, retired aften'/ards to

a caftle by the fea fide, where they were rather hid

than in a condition to defend themfelves. Saladine,

without troubling himfelf about an enemy whom he
defpifed, marched from Afcalon to lay fiege to T}re,

an ancient and famous city of Plioenicia, celebrated in

holy writ for its king Hiram, the friend of Solomon,

and renowned in hiftory for the licge laid to it by A-
lexander the great, againft whom it held out feven

compleat months, and had not been then taken, if that

prince had not joined the iile, in which it ftands, to

the main land, by means of a bank, which he raifed

to fill up the arm of the fea, which made it an ifland.

The inhabitants, degenerated from the bravery of

their ancellors, and dreading the miferies of a place

carried by fiorm, were preparing, upon Saladine's ap-

proach, to go to meet him, and offer him the keys of
the city, when young Conrad, the lad of the marquefs

of iVIontferrat's fons, being come into the Holy Land,
out of zeal to contribute to his father's liberty, who
was then Saladine's prifoner, encouraged them to

make an honourable defence, and oiiered them his

fervice ; but he added, that he would not ihed ^a drop
of his blood for fuch a coward of a prince as Guy de
Lufignan, and infilled, that if he had the good for-

tune, as he hoped, to preferve tlie place, they fiiould

P 2. engage
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engage by a folemn treaty, to acknowledge him for

their lord. The Tynans, defertcd by their Ibvereign,

and leftto themfelves, agreed to the condition. Con-
rad called in to his affiftance a confiderable number of

the knights of St. John, who put themfelves at the

head of the inhabitants, and foon made fuch foldiers

of them, that they fcemed to be animated with the

fame fpirit and courage ; the very women did their

part, either fhooting arrows at the beficgers, or carry-

ing vi(5luals to their husbands, v.ho lay upon the ram-

parts. Never was the place more bravely defended

from the time that Alexander the great laid ficge to it.

Saladine, difcouraged at the length of a fiege that

flopped the progrefs of his arms, refolved to raife it

;

but before he decamped, he c<nufed the marquefs's

father, whom he had taken priloner, at tlie battle of

Tiberias, to be carried before the walls, and an herald

being admitted into the place, declared to young

Conrad, that they were going that inftant to cut off

his father's head, if he would not furr-ender Tyi e to

the fultan.

The young prince, divided between two duties,

which fecmed to him equally indifpenfable, was to de-

termine, whether he fliould fave his father's life, or a-

bandon a Chriilian people, to whom he had pledged

his faith. To extricate himfelf from this difficulty, he

alfedled a firmnefs, that went even to an indifference ;

" Go, fays he, to the herald, tell your mafler from me,
*' that he can't put a prifoner of war to death, that

*' furrendered upon his parole, without the utmofl
*•' difhonour to himfelf, and that, for my part, I fliall

" think myfelf happy to have had a martyr of Jefus

<' Chrift fbr my father." After this they began to

fhoot afrcfl-i from the city ; but the foldiers had pri-

vate orders given them, not to point their arrows to-

wards the place where the old marquefs was expofed

in chains. The fultan, who had no particular reafon

to dellroy that prince, from whom too he expedled a

great ranfom, fent him back to prifon, and raifed the

{icgQ. No foonei was he retired to a convenient di-

(lancc.
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fiance, but the king of Jerufalem quitted 'his retreat,

with a defign to reap the frait of young Montferrat's

valour. He prefented himfelf before the place, and

was going to enter as the fovereign of it; but he found

the gates flmt, and the inhabitants cried out to him,

that they were furprized he had forgot the duty he

owed to his fubjefts during the ficge ; that he was come
a litde too late ; that a braver perfon than he had ta-

ken his place, and acquired the lordfhlp of Tyre, by
the juileft of all titles, for having defended it valiantly

at the hazard of his life againft the infidels *. Guy de

Lufignan was forced to retire ; but thefe reciprocal

pretenfions raifed a fort of civil war between the two
princes. The grand mailer of the templars, either be-

caufe he thought the king's caufe the jufteft, or by
reafon of the particular fiiendfhlp contrafted between
them during tlieir common imprifonment, declared

himfelfopenly againft the marquefs of Montferrat. He
not only treated him as an ufurper, but hindered fup-

plies of provifions and amm.unition from being brought
into the place; and in prejudice of the common inte-

refts of Chriftianity, as well as in breach of that nice

honour and fidelity, that the nature of a truft requires,

he diverted to other ufes a confiderable fum ofmoney
which the king of England, charmed with the repu-
tation ofyoung Conrad, had fent him to fortify Tyre,
and maintain a garrifon in it. This we learn from a
letter of young Conrad's to the archbiOiop of Canter-
bury : " I am become odious, fays he, to Guy de Lu-

fignan, formerly king of Jerufalem, and to the
grand mailer of the templars, for havino- mamtain-
ed, and for flill rnaintaming the cityofFyre, againit

*' all the efFoits of the infdels. They attack my ho-
nour, they wound my reputation ; they hinder fuc-
cours from entering into the place, and, what is of
a more crying nature, the grand mnfler of the tem-
plars has feized the money that the king of England
fent me ; which obliges meto complain to you with
infinite concern. As for the hofpitallers, I niuft

P 3 neceiTarlly -
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*' neccfTarily commend them, and I call God and
** you to witncfs my fmcere acknowledgments to men,
'* who, ever fmcc they took arms for defence of the

place, have been continually rendering us very im-
portant fervices ; and far from detaining, as the

templars do, that part of the king of England's mo-
ney which they were to furniih us, we aflurc you,

they have fpcnt above eight thoufand pieces oftheir

own money in the defence of Tyre; and to prevent
** its falling into the hands of the infidel?, who, not-
'* withllanding their formidable power, were obliged
** fhamefully to raife the fiege, c^-c."

Saladine, having given over that enterprlfe, turn.

ed his arms, with better fuccefs, againft: the principali-

ty of Antioch. He made himfelfmafter of twenty five

towns and callles, into which he put Ibong garrifons,

that kept the capital in a manner blocked up. The
go.vrnors and magillrates in general, for fear ofdeath

or plunder, went a great wa)- to meet the concjueror,

and receive their chains ; all fell before fo formidable

a power, and the Chriftians had nothing left but An-
tioch, Tyre and Tripoli.

The count of Tripoli, the wretched inllrument of

the lofs of the Holy Land, feeing his enemy dethroned,

and become a fligitive and vagabond in his own do-

minions* fummoned Saladine. puriuant to their treaty,

to put him in pollcflion of the crown, and deliver hin\

tlie places of which he had facilitated the conqucrt by
his {light at the battle of Tiberias : but the fultaii de-

fpifingthe traitor, whofe treafon had been fo ufeful to

him, anfwerjd his pretenfions only with the molt cut-

ting railleries. The count, enraged at his breach of

promife, and feeing himfclf odious and exerecrable to

botli fides, fell into defpair, his fcnfes ' began to f .il

him, he ran diibraded, and died foon after, raviiie;

perpetually with refentment and rage. When th /

Ibripped him, in order to lay him out, they found t]\ :

he

• lit doloris vchcmcntia In amentiatn verfu$, h&rrcnda marte

icfccit. Will. Ncub. 1. 3- p. 43».
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he had turned Mahometan*. The countcfs his widow,

by whom he left no iflue, feeing hcrfelf without any
refource, applied to Raimond, prince of Antioch,

for alfillance, and delivered up Tripoli and its depen-

dences to him, as being the ncarcll: of kin.

The numerous armies of Saladinc, and the rapidi-

ty of ]\U conquclls, leaving the Ladn Chriftians no
hopes but from the princes of the weft, they deputed

. William archbilhop of Tyre, author of the hiilory of

the Holy Land, to go and implorj their fuccour. That
cmbaflhdor went firll into Italy, and gave Urban III.

who was then in the chair of St. Peter, an account of

the fatal event of the battle of Tiberias, and of the

lofs of Jerufidem.

All Europe was in a confternation at this difmal

news, and the pope is faid to have died of grief. Gre-
gory VIII. his fucceflbr, who fat but two months im

the holy fee, appointed j:ublick: prayers and falls up-

on the occafion. The people of Italy, in the height

of aftonilhment and afflidlion, cried out, that they

were unworthy of tlie name of Ch'-iilians, and of e-

ver having part in the kingdom of heaven, if they did

not go to deliver the heritage of the fon of God from

the dominion of the infidels. A contemporary writer

adds, that the cardinals made a refolution ^ to re-

nounce all kind of diverfions and plcafures, to receive

no prefents from any that had caufes depending in

the court of Rome, and never to mount a hcrfe as

long as the Holy Land was trodden under foot by the

infidels ; to be themfelves the frft in the crufade, to

go to the holy war on foot, at the head of the pil-

grims, and even to fubfift by asking alms on the

road. But there was a great deal more oftcntation in

thefe

«Rcs diffimulari non potuit
;
nam corporc (1efim(^i nudato,

' qviia nuper ciri-umcifionis fligma lufceperat, apparuit; unde pa-

lam fuit quod fe Salahiulino confoedcrans, fedlam Sarrac nicam
ceperat: obfetvandum, poftquam Tripolis iirbis domimum filius

principis Antiothije dc ju: e <'btinuit parentcla?. Nanpjs ibid.

'' Firmiter inter fe piomiferunt quod de caetero nulla munera
recipient ab aliquo qui caufnm habeat in- curia j non afccmlont in

tquum, quamdiu terra in qua pedes domini fteterunt, fucrit fub

pcdibjs inimici. Roger de Hovcden p, 6j6,
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thefe difcourfes than zeal and true piety.The cardinals

ftaid at Rome ; no alteration appeared in their condud,

and the embafTay ofthe archbifhop of Tyre would have

had no bcfcr fuccefs than that of Hcraclius, patriarch

of Jerufalem, bc;fbre mentioned, had not the emperor

Frederick I. Philip II. king of France, and Henry II.

king of England, generoufly entered into the crufade

with moft of the princes of Europe.

Pope Clement III. fucceiTor to Gregory VIII. for

want of more fubftantial fuccours, named the arch-

bifhop of Tyre for legate of the holy fee, and ap-

pointed cardinal Henry bifhop of Albano for his col-

lep^ue. Thefe prelates prevailed with the kings of
France and England, to meet at a conference held be-

tween. Trie and Gifors, a place that be-

ll 88. longed then to the king of England as

July 15. duke of Normandy. - The archbiihop of

Tyre, overflowing with grief, laboured to

to infpire into them the fame zeal that he felt himfelf.

He laid before that augull: afTembiy the groans of the

holy city, that was again fallen under the tyranny of

the infidels ; the lofs of fo many Chriilians facrificed

to the fury of the barbarians ; the captivity of fome,

the exile of others, and what was ftill more deplorable,

the numbers ofyoung children of both fexes that were

born free, now m.ade flaves, before they could be fen-

fible of all their mifery, and to be brought up in er-

ror after the infidels had prcpolTelfed their minds, and
impofed on their reafon. He enlarged afterwards u-

pon the various aitiiices and cruelties that thefe baba-

rians tried one after another to pervert fuch as were

grown up; and he made fo moving a'defcription ofthe

difmal condition the Latin Chrlflians were reduced to,

that melting into tears himfelf, he drew them like-

ways from all his auditory.

The two kings almoft always at war with one ano-

ther, were then ready to begin a new one ; but upon
this report of the milcries of the holy city, all was
paci.^^ed, and their clafhing interefts united in the fmgle

view of delivering Fulelline from the dominion of the

in£dels.
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infidels. Philip and Henry embraced one another,

put on the crofs, and promifedto jom their forces, and

pafs by concert into the eaft.

Several aiTembiies were held in their refpedlive

ftates^ to raife the funds neceflary for fo great an ar-

mament; and they came to a refolution both in France

and England, that fuch as would not take the crofs

upon them, fhould give at leaft the tenth of alUheir

goods, moveable and immoveable, which occafioned

this tax to be called the Saladine Tythe, becaufe the

main end in levying this money, was to defray the ex-

pences of the war, to be carried on againft tliat prince.

The orders of the Ciftertians, Chartreux, Fontevrault,

and the congregation of the friar Lazars were exempt

from tliis fubfidy. Petrus Blefenfis pretended, from

their example, that the fecular clergy ought not to be

charged with it, and wrote upon that occaficn to Hen-

ry de Dreux, bifhop of Orleans, and coufm german to

king Philip. " The prince, fays he, to him in his

" letter », ought to exa£l nothing from the bifhops

" and clergy, but continual prayers for the fuccefs of
" his arms ; if the king '^ will needs engage in this

" enterprize, let him not raife the expence out of the

" fpoils of the church and poor, but out of his own
" particular revenues, or the booty that he fhall

" take from the infidels, with which he ought to en-

•« rich the church, and not plunder it, under pretence

" of defending it. The church is free, fays he, in ano-

" ther place, in virtue of the liberty which Chrill has

" purchafedfor us; but if they load it with exadions,

" this is to reduce it to a ftate of fervitude like Agar."

We fee here a gingle-of words, the fame that we have

already fpoken of; ar.d that under the equivocal

terms of the church and liberty, it looks as if the

Chriftian

« Reverendifllme et dileftiflime pater mi, tu£ difcretioni com-

n^itto religioforum quietem, pacem fimpliciiim, caufam Chrill!,

et ecclcfire Jibertatern. Epill. 112.
^ Si autem propofait hujiis prcregvinalionis iter arripere, non

defpoliis ecclefiarum, non cie fudoribus paupeium viaticum fibi et

fuis exhibeat, fed de reditibus propriis aut de pracda hoitiii belli

Chrifti conficiat. Idem. Epift. izi.



ZjB Hijiory of the Knighi: p/^Malta.

Chriftian church was compofed only of the clergy, or
that the faviour of mankind had delivered us from
fomething elfe befides fm.

The eloquence of Peter Blefenfis, which was ill

employed on this occafion, did not hinder the raifmg
of immenfe Turns in France and England. Commiifi-
oners were appointed to coliefl the money, among
which were an hofpitaller and a templar, deputed by
the two military orders, to folicit this armament,
which they were to accompany themfeh'cs, and to
ferve for the principal guides to it".

Richard I. who had juft fucceeded Henry II. his
father, when he recei'/ed his crown, took upon him
that prince's engagements for the relief of the Holy
Land. He levied an army of thirty thoufand foot,

and five thoufand horfe, which he embarked, with the
neceiTary ammunition and provifions, on board a pro-
digious number of vefTels of different bulk. This em-
barkation was made at Dover, from whence he pafTed
into Flanders, and thence into Normandy, where he
held a meeting of the eftates of the country. 'Tis faid,

th?.t during his ftay in that province, a holy prieft,

named Fulk, incumbent of Neuilli, famous' for his

fermons, and a preacher ofthe crufade, after great en-
comiums on the Englifh prince's zeal for the fuccour
of the Holy Land, told him, with a couragious liber-

ty, that to engage the bleffing of heaven upon his
arms, he ought to part with three pernicious paffions,

which he called the three daughters of that prince,,

pride, avarice and luxury; and that the king
1 1 89. of England, the haughtieft man on earth,

anfwered him bluntly, with a taunting re-

crimination, " I cannot difpofe of my three daugh-
** ters better, than by giving, as I do, the firlt to the
" templars, the fecond to the Ciilertian monks, and
" the third to the bifliops of my own domions." This

prince

* ColHjatur autem pecvinla ilia in fingulis parochiis,, prasfenti

presbytero parochiae et archipresbytero et uno templario et uno
hofpitalano, et ferviente regis, et Clerico regis. Rog. de Hovt-
den. p. 641,
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prince foon after joined Philip Auguftus at Vezelay,
on the frontiers of Burgundy ; and after paffing the

Rhone they took different roads. The king of France
marched towards Genoa, where his fleet was waiting
for him, and the king of England v/cnt to Marfeilles,

where he embarked ; and the general rendezvous was
at the port of MeiTma in Sicily.

Before the two kings fet out, and whilft they

•were bufy in raifmg troops and money in their domi-
nions, the two legates pafTed into Germany, and
came to Mentz, where the emperor Frederic I. called

BarbaroiTa, was holding a general diet of the em.pire

on the fame fubje6l. He was a prince eminent for

his valour, and though advanced in years, yet he ge-
neroufly took the crofs upon him, together with Fre-

deric duke of Suabia his fon. Sixty eight princes or
great lords ofGermany, as wellecclefiaftical as tempo-
ral, followed the example of their fovereign, and put
on the crofs ; and in order to their march, the general

rendezvous of the troops was fixed at Ratisbonne,

whither all that were engaged in the crufade had or-

ders to repair on the twenty third ofApril the year en-

fuing.

The Chriftian part of Spain had no fhare in this

great armament of Europe. The kings of Caftile,

Arragon and Navarre, had their hands but too full

in oppofing the Moors and Sarazens, who had feized

as is well known, upon the fineft provinces of tJiat

great monarchy. The queen of Arragon, infinitely

affliftedfor the lofs of the Holy Land, and acquaint-

ed with the difperfion and miferies of its inhabitants,

refolved to found a monaftery for ladies of the order

.of St. John, the better to preferve the memory of fo

many illufirious knights of that order, as had lately

perifhed in Paleiline.

This princefs, named Sancha, was daughter to

Alphonfus king of Caftile, and wife to another Al-

phonfus the fecond of the name, called the chaft, king

of Arragon, fon to Raimond Berenger, count of Bar-

celona, and afterwards king of Arragon, whom we
have
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have fpoken of before, on occafion of the treaty be-

tween that prince and the grand maftcr Raimon'd Du-
puy, touching the fucceflion of the crown of Arragon.

Queen Sancha his daughter, being married into a

family that had long bore an affedion to the order, e-

fpoufed the fame fentiments, and formed a defign of
founding a monaftery of nuns hofpitallers at Sixenne,

a village fituated between SaragofTa and Lerida, and
depending on the callellany of Empofta, a grand pri-

ory of the language of Arragon. I'he queen gave

brother Garcia de Lifa, the then caflellan, other con-

fiderable lands near Tarragona in exchange for it;

and after communicating her projedil to Raimond Be-

renger, a knight and provifor of the order> in Arra-

gon, this pious princefs laid the foundation of a palace

rather than a convent; and as fhe confidered, that

this houfe might ferve one day for a reti-eat to herfelf,

and in future times to other princeffes of the royal fa-

mily, nothing was omitted with regard either to the

magnificence and convenience of the buildings, or to

the largenefs of the inclofure about it, or in fine to the

greatnefs and fecurity [of the revenues. This royal

convent was founded for fixty ladies of noble birth,

who were to be admitted without any portion

;

and fuch as were of the kingdom of Arragon or Cata-

Jonia, were to be of an extraction fo illuflrious and fo

publickly known, that they fliould have no need to

produce their proofs.

We have obferved, that hiftorians do not tell us

precifely to what part of Chriftcndom the nuns hofpi-

tallers of the houfe of Jerufakm retired after the lofs

of that capital of Judaea. There is reafon to think,

that it was upon their account that this pious princefs

founded this famous convent in the year following, to

i^rxQ them for a retreat and afylum; and we are the

more inclined to embrace this opinion, bccaufe the

priory of Sixenne was founded immediately after the

lofs of the holy city. But after all, as this is but a con-

jedlure, founded merely on the agreement of the time,

wc fhall only obferve by the by, that this foundation

was
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w-as followed by many others of the fame order as
well m Catalonia as in Italy, France and Portugal,
which we ihall have occafion to fpeak of hereafter?*
The monailery of Sixenne became foon the moil

famous in- the kingdom. The king, at the queen's
mftance, endowed it with large revenues

; pope Cele-
ftme Iir. put thefe nuns, like the hofpitailers, under
tiie rule of St. Auguiline, as may be ken in the bull of
that fovereign pontiff, bearing date A. D. 1

1 93 . Their
habit was a robe of Scarlet or red cloth with a black
mantle, a bee, upon which was the white crofs with
eight points diredly upon the heart ; they had a Dar-
ticular breviary : they wore at church rochets of fine
Imen

; and in memory of the queen their foundrefs
they held a filver fcepter in their hands during the
oiHce and divine fervice.

The priorefs prefented to vacant benefices, and had
even the privilege of giving the habit of obedience to
fuch priefts as len^ed their church. She vifits even
now her lands with her dames affifling her, and is a
member of the provincial chapters of the order in Ar-
ragon, has a voice and feat there after the Caftellan of
Empoila

; and when the chapter of the order is held
at SaragoiTa, the chapter of the cathedral fend her her
canonical portion as bendarefs of that church.
Queen Sancha, after the king her husband's death

retired into this monaftery with one of the princefles
her daughters, and it fs faid, that both of them era-
braced the monaftick profeffion. As we fhall have
occafion to mention this holy houfe again en occafion
ol- the alterations that happened afterwards in the o-q-
vernment of it, we iliall only obferve here, that^all
manner of Chriilian virtues were praftifed there in an
eminent degree

; that thefe nuns hofpitailers ?ot up at
midnight to fing praiies to God ; that their fupplica-
tmns and prayers were almoft without intermiffion, and
thele holy virgins were continually lifting up"^ their
pure and innocent hands to heaven, to implore his blef-
fmg on the arms of the knights of St. John their bre-

'^ thren.
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thren, ?.nd 2sk of God that he would be pleafed to de-

liver holy Sion from under the flavery of the infidels.

This pious zeal, fo general at that time, of contri-

buting to recover the kingdom of Jerufalem, caufed

molt of the nations of Europe to take up arms ; and

whilfl the king's of France and England were making
preparations for that glorious expedition, the moli

zealous, without flaying for thofe princes, Rocked from

all quarters into Paleftine.

We have feen above, that Guy de Lungnan, upon
his efcape out of prifon, finding himfelf a king without

a kingdom, retired at firil: to a caftle in the county of

Tripoli, where he afterwards mullered together the

broken remains of his fortune. Godfrey de Lufignan

his brother brought him from the well a frelh bodv of

troops of the crufade ; various adventurers, Greeks,

Latins and Syrians joined him, and there was formed

in a Hiort time a little army of feven or eight thoufimd

foot, and feven hundred horfc. This fuccour, weak
as it was, gave him neverthelefs fom^e hopes of feeing

a change in his fortune : and to fecure himfelf a place

of retreat, that Ihould depend on no body but himfelf,

he laid fiege to St. John d'Acre, a fti'ong place, with

an haven capable of receiving the vefTels and fuccours

of the princes of the weft. The hofpitallcrs and tem-

plars joined the army : there arrived likeways three

private crufades, which advanced before the great ar-

mies that were expedled out of Europe. The land-

grave of Thuringiaand duke of Gueldres commanded
the firft, which was entirely compofed of Germans :

there came another made up of the people of the

north, Danes, Frieflanders and Flemings : there arrived

too a third, at the head of vv^hich were two princes of

the houfe of Dreux, and a confiderable number of the

greateft lords of the kingdom : there came thither at

the fame time fome Venetians, Lombards and Pifans ;

and Conrad of the houfc of Montferrat, prince of

Tyre, forgetting his difputes with Guy de Lufignan,

would needs Ihare in the perils and glory of the cnter-

prize.

The
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The Cliriilians began the fiege, and carried it on

at firfl: with all the courage and application imagin-

able. Saladine had put a ftrong garrifon into the

place commanded by Caracos, an old captain of great

reputation, under whom Saladine himfelf, before he

rofe to that height of grandeur, made his firft efTay in

arms. This general of the infidels made frequent

fallies ; they were continually in adlion 5 and we may
fay that thefe fallies were rather fo many battles and

engagements. Saladine on his fide advanced with a

formidable army to his fuccour ; the Chrillians went

out oftheir lines to fight him ; Guy de Lufignan com-

manded the firil body, compofed of his own troops,

of French, and the knights of St. John. 1 ne grand

uialkr of the templars was at the head of his knights,

and the Germans, Frieflanders and other people of

the north fought under his banner. The f o;ht lailed

a long time with equal animofity on both fides, and

with doubtful fiiccefs J what appears moil: certain is,

that the Cliriitians, though they loll the grand ma-
iler of the templars, and a great many knights of

his order, yet returned vii^lcrious into their lines, and

Saladine could not force tliem to raife the fiege, which

was the only thing he aimed at.

That prince did nothing afterwards, but endea-

vour to intercept the Convoys of the ChriiHan army.

This occafioned a famine, which was foon followed

v/ith a contagious ficknefs. Thefe two plagues de-

flroyed more fokiiers than the fword of the enemy.
Guy de Lufignan faw four young princes his children

taken off one after another, and Queen S) bille his wife

-to whom he ov>'ed the crown.

The death of that princefs occafioned aftcrs-vards

new divifions between the king her husband, and the

prince of Tyre. The Queen of Jeruralem left only

one fifter named Ifabel, v/ho at eight years ofage was
married to Humfrey de Thoron the third of the name.
Conrad,* a prince young and handfome, full of cou-

rage and ambition, found the v/ay to plcafe that prin-

0^2 cefs.

" Chron. de Nangis ad an. 1189.
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ccfs. There was no want of reafons to break ofF her
contrad w ith young Humfrey : the marriage being
made againft her will, perhaps in a prohibited degree
as they pretended, furniihed a pretext for it : it was
at leaftin thofe times the common refource of difcon-

tented hii:bands. The princefs's marriage was dif-

folved, and the biihop of Eeauvais, without any regard
CO publiclc decency, married her the next day to the

prince of Tyre. In confcquence of this alliance and
the princefs's right, Conrad took on him the title of
king of Jerufalem; Guy de Lufignan on his fide,

maintained, that the charaifter of royalty was never to

be effaced, and that no body could in his lifetime af-

fume the title of king in Palelbine : and to make the

divifion ftiil greater, Humfrey de Thoron,Ifabers firrt:

husband, difputed the fentcnce by which his marriage

was diilolved, and put in his claim to the crown. Thus
this titulary kingdom, this fovereignty without fubjeds,

had in the fame army, and at the fame time, no lefs

th:m three kings, and the queen had two husbands liv-

ing : but as it was apprehended they might turn their

arms againft one another, they obliged them to refer

the dccifion of their pretcnhons to the award of the

kings of France and England, who were fet out from

their dominions, and as the^ had advice wintered in

Sicily.

During the ilay thofe two princes made in that

ifland, Richard having heard much talk of

1190. Abbe Joachim, who palled with the people

for a great prophet, fent for him to Meflina,

and confulted him about the fuccefs of the crufade.

The Abbe, without any hefitation, told him, that the

holy city would not be delivered till the feventh year

after its being taken by Saladine. ** To what pur-
** pofe then, laid the king of England, arc we come
** fo foon ? Your coming, replied the Abb', was ve-
*' ry necefiary, God will give you the viclory over
*' his enemies, and exalt your name above all the
*•' princes of tlie earth".

This
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This pretended prophet bore a very doubtful cha-

radler ; fome looked upon him as a faint, others took

him for a cheat. It is probable the man meant well,

and that there was more fanaticifm than hypocrify in

his condu6V. j he w^as befides a good man, and of an

auflere life, but he had cracked his brain by meditati •

ens, or rather, by his dreams on the revelations. He
bragged that he had the key of that myilerious book,

and underftood it as perfectly as St. John who wrote

it. He took all his vifions and imaginations for truths

;

and if by chance- he ' fucceeded fometimes in his pre-

didions, he was miftaken much oftener ; as it hap-

pened upon what he had declared about the delive-

rance of the Holy Land, as we fliall fee prcfently.

In the mean time the emperor Frederic, though fe-

venty years of age, had advanced before thefe princes,

fetting out immediately after eafter, A. D. 11S9.

This prince, truly worthy of that augull title, after giv-

ing the law to the Greeks as he marched through

their country, after defeating the fultan of Iconium

or Cogni who difputed his pafTage, and having, in

fpite of all the efforts of the Mahometans, made his

way into Ciiicia, fell fick and died in that province,

upon bathing in the river Cydnus, as fome hiilorians

relate ; though others pretend he was drowned in it.

The military orders, and particularly that of the hof-

pitallefs, lofl in Frederic a powerful proteftor, that

during the whole courfe of his reign had difpenfed his

benefactions and favours with great bounty to the or-

der in general, as well as the particular members of

it.

The duke of Swabiahis Ton led his army on to the

camp before Acre : but it arrived there much reduced

and weakened by the fatigues of the road, by ficknefs

and his own viflories, which coll him abundance of

men, and a great many officers of diftindlion. Tire

Germans, at their arrival in the camp, found the army
of the befiegers in no better a condition ; the continu-

al fallies of the infidels had much weakened it. The
billorian of this ficge, who has left us a relation of it

0^3 in I
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in verfe, tells * us a pafTage of the knights of St. John,
who feeing the Turks in a fall/ take a great number
of prifoners, thefe brave warriors, fays he, like a bear

a going to be robbed of her whelps, got off their hor-

fes, flew into the midll of the enemies battalions, cut

part of them in pieces, refcued the prifoners, and then
mounting on horfeback again, purfued the infidels to

the walls of the city. But if the Turks were wonled
on this occafion, the change of air, the difficulty of be-

ing fupplied with provifions, the continual combats
they v/ere engaged in, and the ficknefs that reigned,

coll the Chrillians at leaft as many men, and particu-

larly thofe of the weft.

To make the misfortune ftill greater, the wounded
foldiers of the Germans,'whcfe language was not un-

dcnlood, laboured under great difficulties, not being a-

ble, in fo melancholy a fituation, to make either their-

ails or their wants known. Some German gentle-

men of the towns of Bremen and Lubeck, that arrived

by fea, moved with the mifery of their countrymen,

tock the fails of their fhip, and made a large tent in

which they put immediately the wounded of their ac-

quaintance, and attended them with great charity.'* For-

ty perfons of Quality of the fame nation joined them-

felves to them, and formed a fort of hofpital in the

camp. This noble and charitable fociety, like the

knights ofSt. Johnand the templars, became infenfibly

a new hofpital and military order.

Pope Celeftine III. at the requell: of the emperor

Henry VI. confirmed it afterwards in an authentick

manner

* Hofpitalcs milites ab equls defcendunt,

Vt urfa pro filiis, cum Turcis contendunt,

Tutci noRrum aggerem per vim bis confccndunt,

Hos fagittis fauciant, hos igne fuccendunt,

Et hofpitalarii equos afccndcrunt,

Et Tuiccs a latere maris invaferunt,

Quos ad urbis mania per vim reduxcrant,

. Et ex his in fovcis multos occiderunt.

Monachi Florentini, Iconenfis epifcopi, de rccuperata Pfolimaide.
^ Petri dcDasburg, faccrdotis crdinis Teutonic!, Chronic. Pruf-

#«e. p. I3«
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manner by his bull of February 23d, 1 192. He pre-

fcfibed thefe new knights for their rule, that of St.

Augulline, and for their particular flatutes, he ap-

pointed them thofe of the hofpitallers of St. John, in

what regarded the fervice of the poor and fick, and
the ftatutes of the templars, in what related to

military difcipline. Tliis new order, which was con-

fined entirely to the German nation, was called the

order of the tentonick knights of the houfe of St. Ma-
ry of Jerufalem.

This name was given them, becaufe in the time

that Jerufalsm was in the hands of the Latin Chriili-

ans, a German had, at his own expence, built an
hofpital and an oratory, dedicated to the holy virgin,

for the fick of that nation. The habit of thefe new
knights was a white mantle, charged with a black

crofs. They were obliged to the fame three folemn

vows with the hofpitallers of St. John and tlie tem-
plars. Before they took the habit, they were to f»vear,

that they were Germans of noble birth and extradi-

on, and bind themfelv^es for their whole life to the

fervice of the poor and fick, and the defence of the

holy places.

This laft part of their inflltution was common to

all the three military orders, who were always the

generous defenders of the Holy Land. Cardinal de
Vitri, a contemporary hiftorian, and even an eye-

witnefs, fpeaking of the founding of thefe three

orders, and applying to them what is faid in the

book of Ecclefiaftes, that a threefold cord is not

quickly broken, adds to the teilimony he had given

in behalf of the two firft orders, that it pleafed di-

vine providence to raife up a third, which was not

lefs ferviceable to the prefervation of the Holy Land.
In fa61, it may be faid, that thefe three bodies were
the principal firength of the army, as well for goino-

out on detatchments, as in repelling the fallies of the

ganifon : but as they were not duly feconded by thofe

of the crufade, who were divided among themfelves,

and as there were no chiefs with full command in the

army,
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army, nor any regular difcipline obfervcd, the ^i^%^

advanced but iiowly, and was~ even fufpcnded in a

manner by the differences that arofo between Guy de
Lufignan and young Conrad, in which the lords of
the crufade embarked, ^\&xy one according to liis in-

tereft or inclination.

It was near two years that the fiege of Acre hud
gone heavily on, and been fpun out to a -tedious

length, when Pliilip II. king of France, who had
been detained till then at Meihna, by ibme new dif-

putes with the king of England, who would not mar-
ry his filler as he had engaged to do, parted abruptly

from thence, and appeared at laftoffSt. Johnd'Acre,
with a numerous fleet. This new reinforcement, and

the prefcnce of the prince who commanded it, put

new life, as we may fay, into the whole army, com-
pofed as it was of different nations, whom their man-
ners, langunge and interefls, had divided. The fiegc

now was carried on in another manner ; the foldiers,

as well as the officers, fought to fignalize themfelves

before the eyes of fo great a king. That prince or-

dered engines to be made, which demolifhed a pan-

nel c5 the wall, and made a large breach : the whole

army cried out with cagernefs to be led to the affault.

Philip, who every day expeded the king of England,

with whom he had taken the crofs, would needs de-

fer an enterprise, the fuccefs and glory of which were

certain, in order to fharc them with his ally. But

thefe confiderations, generous to excefs, made the

Chriliian army rclapfe into a rtate of inadlivity ; and

the infidels making their ufe of it raifed new fortifica-

tions within the place, which was in a pofture of de-

fence, at the king of England's arrival.

That prince was Richard I. who had lately fuc-

ceeded his father, king Henry II. Queen Eleanor his

mother had brought to him as far as Meffma, Beren-

gara infanta of Navarre, whom he was to marry.This

princefs and Jean of England, the king's filler, and

widow of William II. king of Sicily, having expreffed

their defire of making the voyage of the eall, Richard

divided
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divided his fleet into two fquadrons, and put the two

princeiTes on board that which led the van. Both the

iquadrons met with a violent ftorm in the Archipela-

go. The king of England made the ifle of Rhodes,

and the fq iiadron of the two princefTes came to an an-

chor on Good Friday, in fight of Limiilb in Cyprus

;

feveral veffels that ran aground near that place were

beat in pieces by the tempeft. The fovereign, or ra-

ther the tyrant of the ifland, was by his mother's fide

of the imperial houfe of the Comneni : the emperor

Emanuel had made him governor of the illand of

Cyprus ^ but this governour revolted, aiTumed the title

of emperor, and, under the weak reign of Ifaac An-
gelus, continued abfolute mailer of the ille. He was
by accident upon the coail when the princeiTes fqadroii

appeared oiF it. That prince, periidious and cruel in

his nntare, ordered the Engliili fnips that had nm a-

ground to be pillaged, and the foldiers and feamen

that fell into his hands, to be laid in irons. He was
even inhumane enough to refufe letting the ihip in

which the two princeflbs were on board, come into his

ports during the ilorm. But the fair weather that fol-

lowed, allowing the two Engliih fquadrons to join,

Richard being refuied the fcitisfadlion he demanded
for fo barbarous a proceeding, forced his way on
ihore, feized on Limiilb, cut in pieces the Greek
prince's ti'oops, purfued him without refting from

place to place, took him prifoner at laft, with the

princefs of Cyprus, his only daughter, and made
himfelf mailer of the whole iiland, reaping as much
fatisfadion from the vengeance he took on the out-

rage offered the two princeiTes as from the conquell

of a kingdom. Richard, after fo glorious an ex-

pedition, which had coil him lefs time than a mere
journey of pleafure, and before he left Cj-^prus, efpbuf-

ed the princefs of Navarre. He fct fail afterwards with

his prifoner, whom he carried after him in irons, as

a trophy of his viftory: the rniferable prince defired

to be treated with more moderation, and put him in

mind of his birth and dignity. The king of England,

who
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who defpifed him, ordered, with a fmile, thp.t he
fhoiild be put in chains of filvcr ; and the Greek
prince, who was as vain as he was cowardly, thought
hinifelf much relieved, and fancied them to be Icfs

^veighty, becaufe they were different from thofe of the
odicr prifoners. Richard arrived at the Chrillian camp,
put him into the hands of the knights of St. John,
who fent him to be kept in their fortrefs ofMargat

;

and the two princeiR's, at the king of England's in-

ftance, kept the princefs of Cyprus with them, who
was fufpej^k'd of having in her turn put chains of ano-
ther nature on her conqueror.

As the iflle of Cyprus was too remote from England
to be annexed to that monarchy, Richard fold it to

the templars, for the fum of three hundred tiiourand

livres. Thofe military friars took pofieiTion of it, and,
to fecurc thtir authority, threw a confiderabh body
of their troops into it. But the harfhnefs of their go-
vernment, and the haught)' ways of thefe templars,
alienated the minds of their new fubjefts. Befides, the
Cypriots, who followed the Greek rites, could not
bring themfelvcs to obey thofe Latin monks. This was
the fource, or at leail the pretext of well nigh conti-

nual war between the great men of that kingdom and
the templars, who were obliged at laft to abandon the

ifland, and deliver it back to the king of England, as

we fhall obferve hereafter.

That prince arrived at the Chrillian camp on June
8th, A. D. 1 191. I fhall not enter into the detiiil of
all that pafTcd in this famous fiege. The two kings
diHinguiflied thcmfelves in it by an extraordinary va-

lour ; Richard cfpecially, by a daring refolution,

which carried him always into places of the greatell

dangers, from whence he ever came off vidorious.

But \.\\trc was a certain fiercenefs in his manner, that

made him Icfs agreeable. Saladine v/as noways be-
hind him in point of courage ; he had all the bravery
and intrepidity of the foldier, with all 1)10 skill of the

officer, and was every day making new enterpri/es a-

gninll
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^ainfl the Chriftians. The knights of the three orders

exerted themfelvcs in all places ; the templars, on one
of thefc occafions, loll their grand mailer, and the

hofpitallers of St. John, many of their knights ; and
the order would have been foon cut off in thefe conti-

nual combats, if the crufadcs, which from time to

time arrived from Europe, had not fupplied it with

new recruits. A great number of young gentlem.en,

Ciiarmed with the extraordinary valour of the hofpital-

lers, took the crofs, at their arrival from the weft,

preferring at the fame time the crofs of the hofpitallers

before that of the templars, who feemed more proud

and haughty than v/as liiitable to the charader ofa re •

ligious fociety. All the world v/as for fighting under

the banner of St. John ; and thofe who did fo, were
as fo many pupils and candidates, out of v/hom fuch

Avere afterwards chofen for the religions profeiTion, as

gave the beft proofs of their being ilncerely called to

it, and had diilinguilhed themfelves as much by their

piety as their valour ; two qualities, which it were to

be wiftied the order would have as much regard to in

the admiffion of knights at this time, as they have to

the noblenefs of their extraction.

We ha\"e obfcrved, that the infidels, making their

advanta$re of the leifure the kin^r of France had allow-

ed them, out of a compliment to his ally of England,

had fortified the place anew, fo that it was no longer

liable to be carried by ftorm. They were forced to

bescin their attacks aaain, which coll them abundance
of men : a dyfentery too, v/hich raged among the

wellern troops, occafioned by their exccfiive eating of
fruit, carried off a great number of foldiers.

The jealoufy between the French and the Englifli

began to breakout; and, to make the misfortune ftill

worfe, the old divifions between Guy de Lufignfin and
Conrad ofMontfcrrat were revived. The kins of
France declared for the latter ; the king of England
for Lufignan ; the princes and nobility, after tjieir ex-

ample, divided into parties ; and as there was always

a fccret emulation fubfiiling betv/een the two military

orders.
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orders, the hofpitallers declaring themfelves in favour

cf the king of Jerufalem, was a lufficient reafon to en-

gage the templars to quit his party, and embrace that

of the prince of Tyre.

So general a mifunderfcanding making them \t{%

concerned about the fucccfs of the fiege, the bifhops

that were in the camp omitted nothing to conciliate

thefe fatal divifions. Several conferences were held

on this fubjeifl; at laft it was agreed, that Lufignan

fhould keep the title of king of Jerufalem during his

life, but that the prince of Tyre ihould be acknow-

led"-ed in right of his wife indefeafible heir of the

crown. The two pretenders confented to thefe con-

ditions; but Conrad reaped no advantage from this a-

rreement. That prince having refufed to do the feig-

nior of the mountain juilice, in relation to a fhip that

the Tyrians had taken from him, was afterwards flab-

bed by two afTalTms, who, in the midil of the moll

horrible tortures, and whilll they flayed them alive,

orloried in their having executed the barbarous or-

ders of their cruel mafter.

Peace being thus reflored in the army, they re-

fumed the care of the fiege with new vigour. The at-

tacks were in a manner continual, and the two kings,

out of a noble emulation, pufned the work fo briskly

on their refpeftive fides, that there was foon a fufHci-

ent breach to mount and give the afTault. The infi-

dels, after an incredible refillance, feeing the out-

\Corks of the place taken, their towers ruined, a con-

fiderable breach made, and the bravell knights of the

Chrillian army ready to mount it, demanded a capi-

tulation. Hoflages were given on both fides; the

town was furrendered, the garrifon, confifling of five

thoufand men, with the governor, yielded themfelves

prifoners, on condition of being releafed upon their

caufing the true crofs, and the Chrillian flaves that

were in Saladine's hands to be reflored, or otherways,

of bcino: left to the difcretion of the conquer-
^ or. The Chrillians took pollefTion of Acre

on July 13th, and made it a^terwaids their place of

arms

.
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yms. They affigned different quarters for the feveral

bodies and nations that had contributed to reduce it,

and were able to defend and maintain it ; the hofpi-

tallers of St. John transferred thither their principal

refidence, which, fince the lofs of Jerufalem, had been
fettled at Margat. 'Tvvas in Acre that their

grand mafter Ermengard, in the year follow- 1 192.
ing, ended an illuilrious life, which he had
expofed fo often againil: the infidels, and in defence

of the Chriftians.

The hofpitallers, in a full chapter, chofe brother

Godfrey de Duiifon, an old knight,

for his fuccefTor. It was none of this Godfrey de
new grand mailer's fault, that the tak- Duisson.
ing of Acre was not followed with the 1 192.
conqueft of Jerufalem, the main de-

fign of the crufade ; but jealoufy of ftate, diverfity of
interelb, emulation and anim.Oiity, raifed fuch divifi-

ons among thefe different nations, that all the effedl

of this mighty armament was the taking of a fingle

place. The crufade being compofed chiefly of volun-

teers, they quitted the army, and filed off by degrees,

after a fiege that had lafted near three years. Philip

king of France was obliged to leave Palelline, and
change the air, as the only remedy to recover him
out of a violent diftemper, which was not without ixx-

fpicion of poifon, and made his hair and nails fall off.

But at his going av/ay, he left in the Chriftian army,
a body of five hundred men of arms, and ten thouf-

and foot, under the command of the duke of Burgun-
dy. The principal chiefs of different nations were go-
ing off from time to time, abandoning the Holy Land
for a prey to the infidels. Richard king of England,
before his departure, took Jaffa and Afcalon, and
made afterwards a truce v/ith the Barbarians for three

years, three months, and three weeks ; and, if we
may believe the hillorians of that age, they added, for

greater exai^nefs, three days and three hours. It is

faid, that Richard, before his departure, caufed Guy
de Lufignan to marry theprincefs ofCyprus, and niad'e

Vol. I. R over
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over to him the fovcrelgnty of that ifle, which the

templars had refigned back to him, and which the

princes of the houle of Lufignan poflefTed afterwards

for near three hundred years. Hemy count oK Cham-
pagne, nepliew to the king of England, and entirely

attached to his intcrcits, married at the ihme time Ifa-

bJla, widow ofConrad, and by that marriage obtained

a right to the kingdom of Jerufalem, which he was
in hopes to clear of the Sarazens.

These hopes were raifed ftill higher by the death of
Saladine, which happened at Damafcus, on March
13th 1 193. Tliat infidel prince, one of the greateft

captains of his age, thought, upon the retreat of the

Chrillians, to enjoy the fruit of his viftories in tri-

umph; but death llripped him of all at once. When he

fck himfclf near his end, he ordered the officer that

carried his ftandard in battle to put in its Head a piece

of cloth defigned for his winding fhcet, and carrying

it through the ftreets, to cry aloud, ** See here all that

•' the great Sahidine, conqueror of the eaft, carries off

" with him, of all liis conquefts and treafures." They
fay, that before he expired, he diftributcd confide-

rable fums to all the poor of Damafcus, without di-

ftindion of Mahometan, Jcv/ or ChriHian, whether he

was perfuaded, that charity, or at leaft bare humani-

ty, fhould be extended indifferently to all that are in

mifery ; or elfe perhaps, though he had profeffed Ma-
hcmetanifm all his life, yet he might, in his laft mo-
ments, be in doubt which of the three religions was

the bell and true one. At the fame time, he divided

his dominions between his eleven fons, who, after his

death, thought of nothing but ruining one another.

But Safadine, the brother of Saladine, and compani-

on of his vidlories, made his advantage of thefe divi-

fions, attacked his nephews, one after another, made

away all of them that fell "into his hands, and raifed

at laft an empire to himfelf, very little inferior to that

of Saladine's. Thefe divifions, and other civil wars

that broke out afterwards between the children of Sa-

ladine, gave the Latin Chriftians time to breathe.

Pope
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Pope Celeiline IIL to fupply them with fuccours,

publiflied a new crufade, contrary to the truce con-

cluded by the king of England, which was Hill llub-

fifting ; and it is even faid, that they received an ex-

prefs order from the pope, not to pay any regard to

it. A great number of German barons put on the

crofs, came to Meffina, and from thence paned into

the Holy Land. Walcran, brother to the duke of

Limburgh, having broke the truce by fome hiftolities,

Safidine, provoked at this infradlion, laid fiege to

Jaffa, carried it by ftorm, and put above twenty

thoufand Chriftians to the fword. The Chriftians in

Paiefliiie feemed to be on the brink of ruin, if a ci-

vil war between the infidels had not Eftsrwards oblig-

ed Safadine to renew the truce for iix years. Ths
count of Carapagne, after this treaty, returned to A-
cre, where looking out of a windov/ upon the troops

as they paffed in review, tjic bar that he leaned

on failing, he fell into the caftle ditch, and v/as kil-

led.

The grand mafler of the hofpitallers, confidering

that fo fmall a fcate as the kingdom of Jeruialem, en-

compaffed as it was with formidable enemies, could

never fupport itfelf without a king, propofed, fome
time after that prince's death, to the queen his widow,
to marry Amaury de Lufignan, who had juft before,

upon the death of Guy his brother, fucceeded to the

crown of Cyprus. He reprefcnted to her, that her

flate being furroundcd with powerful enemies, fhe

might draw confiderable fuccours from that ifle in the

the neighbourhood of Paleftine, and befides, Cyprus
might fen'-e her for an honourable retreat, if by mif-

fortune the infidels fhould compleat the conquefl of
her own territories. The queen readily approved a

propofition, in which fhe found at the fame time her

own intereft and that of the ftate. The grand mafler

undertook the negotiation, and managed it v/ith fuch

conduA, that, without expofmg the queen, he brought

the king ofCyprus to court[her alliance. Nothing more
was wanting to put the finifhing hand to this great af-

R 2 fair
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fair but his prcfcnce. He was by no means at a lofs

for pretences to go to Acre; he faw the queen ; was
v/ell received by her; and after tliey had, for form fake^

<:cmmunicated their dciign to the grandees of the Hate,

t'^i^Y v/ere married by the patriarch, and afterwards
folemnly proclaimed king and queen of Jcrufalcm and
Cyprus.

Humphrey de Thoron, this princcfs's firfl huf-

band, could not, without uneafmefs, fee her difpofe

iucceirively of her perfon and crown to fo many prin-

ces, who perhaps had Icfs right to them than he. But
"S right, without power to fuppoit it, is litde regarded
in the cafe of fovereigns, this unfortunate lord found
no body concerned at his misfortune : he was forced,

»3r his own fafety, to fay nothing of his prctenfions,

ctnd, like a divinity without a temple, he remained
without any worfhip or adorers.

The grand mailer, who had a6led fo great a part

in the queen's lall marriage, did not long furvive the

rejoicings which attended that ceremony; he

1
1
94. died almoli at the fame time ; and we have

fcarce any account Itit us of his government.

The ignorance, in which people of quality were

brought up at that time, has deprived us of the know-
ledge of a great number offads, that might have em-
bellifhed this hiftory; but in thofe firft ages of the or-

der, the kniohts made much more ufc of their fword

than their pen ; I can't fay indeed whether moll of

them could read. This at leall is certain, that either

for want of capacity or out of raodelly, wc have not

one knight for above four hundred years, that has

vouchafed to give us an account of fo many remark-

able events, as are with difficulty traced out in nati-

onal hillories, and colledlions of treaties and public

inllruments.

The end of the Second Booi:,
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BOOK III.

IT is hard to fay, whether it be the great diftance
of the times, or the negligence of the firfl hifto-

rians, that we are to charge with our ignorance
of the houfe and extradlion of the firft grand mailers,
and particularly of the fucceffor of Duiflbn. This fuc-
cefTor, in the ancient chronicles, is cal-

led brother Alphonfus of Portugal. The Alphonsus
common oppinion is, that he was de- of Portu-
fcended from the princes of that nation; gal.
but they do not tell us what branch he 1 194.
came of; only they agree, that it was of
an illegitimate line. Some modern authors pretend
that his name was Peter, and that he was fon to Al-
ponfus I. king of Portugal. However this be, all writ-

R 3 ers
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ers that have mentioned him, reprefent him asa per-
Ton of diftinguifhed valour and piety, equally exad in

the regular and military difcipline, a fcrupulous ob-
fen^er of the ftatutes, but naturally proud and haugh-
ty ; and it foon appeared, after his promotion to the

grand mafterfhip, that the orders he gave in relation

to the government of the fociety, had a tintflure of
his own rough difpofition.

Scarce was he acknowledged as grand mailer,

when having his mind filled with notions of a perfec-

tion hardly pradicable among warriors, and out of a

viev/ of reforming the abufes that had crept into it,

he called a general chapter in the town of Margat,
whither the order had, after the lofs of Jerufalem,

transferred its refidence. To cover his main defign

the better, he fet himfelf at firft only to redify a cer-

tain abufe which often confounded the fecular gentry

with the profelTcd knights. Thofe gentlemen, upon
their return into the weft, and in their provinces, af-

fet^led to wear the crofs of St. John of Jerufalem. To
underftand rightly this particular fad, it mufl be ob-

ferved, that fuch gentlemen as engaged themfclves in

i':iQ crufades or in pilgrimages, when they arrived in

Paleftine, ferved as volunteers under the banner of

the order. There were fome likeways that fent their

children young into Paleftine, to be bred up in the

houfe of S:. John, under the difcipline of the knights,

as the beft fchool to form them in the art of war.

Both the one and the other, as long as they (laid

in the Holy Land, and fought under the ftandard of

the order, were allowed to wear the crofs ; but they,

abufing this indulgence, on their return into Europe,

fo as to found a claim of right upon it, the grand ma-
fter, to prevent their being confounded with the pro-

fefied knights, procured a ftatute to be pafled in the

chapter, that they fhould be confidered only as auxi •

liary troops, and not be allowed to wear the crofs,

but only when they were fighting againfl the infidels

under tiie banner of the order.

From
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From this particular article of reformation, the

grand mafter proceeded to others that concerned chief-

ly the knights profeffed j and to get them received the

more eafily, he began with his own houfe and equi-

page, which he reduced to a major-domo, a chaplain,

two knights, three efquires, a turcopolier and a page.

To each of the feveral ofEcers of his houfhold, he left

only one horfe to carry them. With regard to his

perfon, he referved only two led horfes and a mule,

an equipage indeed exceeding modeft, but not veiy

fuitable to the governor of a great military order,

who was every day at the head of an army.

From this particular regulation he affumed a right

of reforming all the knights in general ; after upbraid-

ing them with v/hat he called their luxury and effe-

minacy, he propofed feveral regulations ; their diet,

habit and equipages, all paffed under a fevere exami-

nation, and a rigid reform. It can't be denied, but

the grand mafter's intentions were very good ; his de-

iign was to revive the difcipline eftablilhed by Rai-

mond Dupuy, which had been much relaxed fmce

that time. It is reported, that hearing fome mutter-

ings in the afTembly, he asked them, if they were

more nice than their predecefTors, and if they had not

made the fame vows in the moft folemn manner be-

fore the altar ? In vain did they reprefent to him the

diiference of the times, and that the way of life which

he propofed was incompatible with the duties of a

continual war, and with the obligation they were un-

der, fmce the lofs of Jerufalem, of being every day

either on horfeback or in the trenches. This only

ferved to make him raife his voice, and tell them,

with a tone and air of arbritary command, I will be

obeyed, and 111 hear no reply. The whole afTembly

at thefe words broke out into loud complaints, and an

old knight told him the chapter was not ufed to iiear

their fuperiors fpeak as fovereigns.

Passion and animofity foon entered into thefe

warm difputes, which were carried on fo far, that the

knights by concert, with an obflinacy not to be jufli-

fled.
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fied, refufed to obfervc the regulations he propofed.

The grand mafter on his fide, though only defcended

from a royal houfe by a by-blow, yet to prove as it

\vcre his legitimacy, atrc<5led all the rtate and haugh-

tinefs of the throne. Neither fide caring to make any
abatement, it came at lafl: to an open revolt. The or-

der fell into a fort of anarchy ; and the grand mafter,

finding he was to exped no more obedience from his

knights, abdicated his dignity, and retired to Portu-

gal. He was yet more unhappy there, and died at

lafl in die civil wars that he engaged in. This we
learn from feveral hiftorians, though they are not a-

crreed, cither as to his own name, or that of the prince

from whom he derived his being. •

The order, after his abdication, chofe for his fuc-

ceflbr brother Geoffory le Rat, of the

Geoffroy language of France, a venerable old

LE Rat. man, good natured, courteous, and no
way forward ; qualities which recom-

mended him to the fufFrages of his brother knights.

There happened almoft at the fame time a new revo-

lution, in the principality of the IclTer Armenia, the

confequences of which h€ prevented by his good con-

duct and management. We have obferved, that two
brothers, the moft confiderable of the nobility of that

nation, the one called Rupin of the mountain, and
the younger Livron or Leon, had, after the death of

the renegado Melier, feized that little kingdom. Bo-
hemund III. prince of Antioch, and now count of

Tripoli, pufhed on by a boundlefs ambition, and in

hopes of enlarging his own dominions at the expence

of his neighbours, had prevailed with the prince of
Armenia to come to Antioch, under pretence of a con-

ference, and to enter into meafures with Jiim againfl

the infidels, their common enemies, and had caufed

him to be arrcft:ed there. Livron fome time after

turned his own artifice againft him ; and, under pre-

tence of treating for his brother's liberty, came to the

rendezvous better attended than Bohemund, cut his

retinue and convoy in pieces, took and carried him to

a ftrong
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a ftrong place, where he kept him prifoner, and

would not at firft hearken to any negotiation of peace.

Each nation took arms in favour of their prince.

The infidels, their neighbours, would not have failed

making their advantage of a war fo prejudicial to the

Chrillians j but the patriarch and grand mafter, who
faw the fatal confequences of this difference, interpof-

ed to make it up. Livron would not at firft hearken

to any propofal, either becaufe governing the king-

dom during his brother's captivity, he did not care

to part v/ith the fovereign authority, or perhaps, as

the event Ihewcd, becaufe he defigned to draw great-

er advantages from the treaty. However it was, he

would not confent to the exchanging of the two pri-

foners, but upon condition that the principality of

Antioch fhould for the future hold of that of Arme-
nia, and that, as the pledge of a fmcere reconciliation

between the tv/o houfes, the eldefl fon of the prince

of Antioch Ihoald, before his father was fet at liberty,

marry Alice, the only daughter of Rupin, and that

the ifiue of that marriage fhould be declared, after

their father, prefumptive heirs of the principality cf

Antioch, but without any pretenfions to that of Ar-

menia, till after the death of Livron himfelf. Hard

as thefe conditions were, Bohemund, impatient of re-

covering his liberty, ratified them all, and, after a

confummation of the marriage, the two captive princes

were releafed. He of Antioch returning into his own
territories, to make provifion for prince R.aimond his

fecond Ton, gave him the county of Tripoli ; and after

the death of his eldeft, in prejudice of the children

which that young prince had left of his marriage with

the princefs of Armenia, he refolved likcways to have

him acknowledged for his fuccefibr in the principality,

which occafioned great difputes, as we fhall hereafter

fhew.

In virtue of the truce which was ftill fubfifting with

Safadine, and the other fucceflbrs of Saladine j the

Chriftians of Paleftine, and the two military orders,

which were all the defence they had, enjoyed a little

reft;
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reft : both of them owed this tranfient quiet to a dread- •

ful famine which then afHifted Egypt. That
1 196. great kingdom, as is well known, owes all its

fertility to the regular inundations of the Nile,

which, fpreading its waters over the furface of the

earth, leaves behind it a flimc mixt with nitre, that

fattens the ground, and produces plenty in all the

provinces through which it flows. This inundation

had failed the former year, as wc learn fiom a letter

of the grand mailer of the hofpitalljrs to the prior of

England of the fame order. We ice there, that the

mil'erablc Egyptians were reduced to the extremity of

browzing like bcafls on grafs, th;>.t fathers were not

afhamcd to fell their children for a livelihood, and

that all Egypt was like a large charnel-houfe, but with

this ditlcrence, that the dead lay there expoied with-

out burial, and ferved for food to ravenous animals.

Palestine, adjoining to Egypt, and fupplicdfrom

thence with moft of its corn, luffercd by this general

famine ; 'tis the fubjcfl of the grand mafter's letter to

the prior of England. He adds, that the Italian war,

occafioncd by the rebellion of the towns of Lombar-

dy againft the emperor, was another fcourge that af-

fli«5led the order ; and the grand priory of Barletto

in the kingdom of Naples and Sicily, from whence

the order and convent ufed to receive confiderable fup-

plies, particularly in corn, furniflied them almoft no-

thing, by reafon of the wars between the popes and

emperors. " We are forced, adds the grand mafter,

** to buy every thing at an exorbitant price, as well

" for the fubfirtence ofour knights, as for the troops

*' which are in the pay of the order, which has oblig-

** ed us to contrail confiderable debts, greater than

" we can pay, without the fupply v/e expcft from
" our brethren of the weft." He concludes with ex-

horting them to folicit the king of England to fend

troops into the eaft, while the Egyptians were ftill la-

bouring under the miferies of that calamitous rtate to

which they were reduced, and at fo favourable a junc-

ture as the conclufion of the truce, now juft ready to

expire.
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expire, when they might hope, if an army fhould

amve from Europe, to make a fecond conquefl o the

Holy Land, and re-enter glorioufly into Jerufalem.

I DO not pretend todetermine, whether the expence
the order of St. John was at in maintaining conllantly

a Handing body of troops, or a fpirit of intereft,

which is but too ordinary m communities, induced the

grand mafter to deliver himfelf in this language : but

certain it is, that James de Vitri, then biihop of Acre,

and afterwards cardinal, a contemporary hiilorian,

that lived himfelf upon the fpot, affirms *, that in his

time the hofpitallers and templars were as powerful

as fovereign princes ; that they poffefled principalities,

cities, towns and villages, both in Afia and Europe,"

and that in provinces which lay at a dillance from
Paleftine, and the head feat of the order, they had
their procurators, knights who were ftyled praeceptors,

-and were very diligent in improving their eflates, the

revenue ofwhich they remitted aftenvards to the trea-

fury of each order.

If we may believe Matthew Paris, another con-

temporary hiftorian, the hofpitallers were at that time

in pofleflion, within the bounds of Chi-iftendom, of no
lefs than nineteen thoufand manors^, a term which
the gloflaries explain differently, with regard to the

different countries wherein they are fituated ; but, ge-

nerally fpeaking, by the term manor or manfe, is

meant as much land as a plough with two oxen can
till

* Amplls autem pofleflionibus tam citra marc quam ultra ditati

funt in immenfum, villas, civitates, et oppida exemplo fratrum

hofpitalii Sanfti Joannis pofiidentes, ex quibus certam pecuniae

fummam pro defenfione Terrae Sanilae, funnmo eorum magidro,
cujus fedes principalis erat in Jerufalem, mittunt annuatim : pari

irodo fummo et principal! magiftro hofpitalis Sandli Joannis, pro-

curatcres domorum, quos prasceptores nominant, certam peciinias

fummam fingulis annis tranfmittunt. Jac. de Vitriaco hift. Heir,

p. 1084.
'' Habent infuper templarii in chriftianitate novem millia ma-

neriorum ; hofpitalarii vero novem decern, praeter emolumenta et

varies pioventus, ex fraternitatibus et praedicationibus provenien-

tes, et per privilegia fua accrcfcentes. Matt. Paris ad ann. 1:4^
in Henr, lU. \, a. p. 6ij,
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till in a day. And the fame Englifh hiftorian informj

us, that at fame time only nine thoufand manors be-

longed to the templars j hence arofe that fecretjealoufy

between the two orders, which flamed out afterwards,

and put them on every flight pretence upon taking

arms, and making open war upon one another.

There was at that time in Palcfline a gentleman,

named Robert de Margat, who, as a vaflal of the

hofpitallers, was in quiet pofleflion of a callle feated

near that of Margat, and holding of it. The templars,

under colour of Ibme old pretenflons, furprized the

place, and made themfelves mafters of it by open
force. This gentleman, thus driven out of his home
with all his family, complained to the hofpitallers his

lords, who, after the lofs of Jerufalem, reflded, as we
have already obferved, at Margat. Thefe knights,

tranfported with courage, and mifled by a falfe nicety

of honour,fally out immediately with a body of troops,

clap ladders to the callle, fcale the wall fword in

hand, cany the place, and drive out the templars

in thtir turn. This private affair foon turned to a ge-

neral quarrel bc^tween the two orders, and the hofpi-

tallers were never met afterwards without being at-

tacked. Their friends too intcrefted themfelves in the

quarrel, and moil of the Latins were divided. A ci-

vil war was kindling infenfiLly in a flate where there

was no fovereign of authority fufficient to reprefs the

enterprizes of two parties fo powerful and fo exafpe-

rated. The p.-itriarch and the Latin bifliops were the

only perfons that interpofed to put an end to dilfenfi-

ons, of which the infidels would not fail to nlake

their advantage. Out of regard to them, the two or-

ders agreed to a fufpenfion of arms, and referred, as

mofc Chriftians princes did at that time, the decifion

of their diilcrences to the pope.

Cardinal Lothair, of the houfe of the counts of
vSegni, fcarce thirty feven years of age, had juft

1 198. fucceeded pope Celeftine IIL in the chair of St.

Peter. He was a prelate of irreproachable life

and converfation, learned for the time he lived in, a

great
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great lawier, but unluckily too much prepofTefTed in
favour of the falfe decretals, which he made the rule
of his condu(ft, though ail of them fpurious writiho-s,

afcribed to the popes of the three firll centuries, and
forged in the middle of the ninth by a notorious falfi-

fier called Ifidore, who, hy publiihing thefe fuppofiti-
tlous ads, gave a terrible blow to the ancient diicipline

of the church, particularly in the point of ecclefiaftical

jurisdidion, and the rights of bifhops. And though
thefe falfe decretals are now a-days as much cried
down as they deferve to be, and the mzoft zealous par-
tifans of the court of Rome are forced to give them up;
ye4: all that they do, is to difparage the author, with-
out troubling themfelves to repair the mifchief that he
did in fome ages of ignorance. Innocent was very
well qualifed to remedy this diforder, had he been
but mailer of as much critical learning and penetrati-
on, as he had zeal and palTion for the adminiiiration
ofjuHice.

'TwAs before this fovereign pontiff that the aiFair
of the tsvo military orders was brought. 7 he hofpi-
tallers on that occafion deputed to Rome brother
d'Ifigni prior of Barletto, and brother Auger prx^cep-
tor of another brufe in lialy. The templars lent thi-
ther on their part brother Peter deV:lleplane, and bro-
ther Thierry. Innocent having examii^.ed into the
pretenfions of both fides, ordered, by a preliminary
fentence, before he would pronounce upon the m.erits
of the caufe, that the hofi^itallers ihould deliver back

:

to the templars the caf^le they had taken from them ;

and that after the templais had refided there quietly for
the fpace of a month, the gentleman who was the for-
mer proprietor of the caftle Ihould hr.ve liberty to cite
them before the judges at Margat, to produce their
title, and the evidence of their claim ; but that tlie
hofpitalhrs, to avoid all fufpicion of partiality in their
own magiftrates and judges, lliould on this occafion
have recoiTfe to thofe of the principality of Antioch,
or the county of Tripoli ; that the order of St. Jolm
ihould make choice of perfons of intecT'>v -"thpf
^^^•^' S this
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this choice notAvithflandir.g, the templars fhould be

allcwed to except againll, and challenge any t)f thefe

forcie,n magillrates that they fuipe^led ; but withal, if

they rcfufed to iubiiiit to the verdidl which ihould be

afterwards brought in, the hofpitalltrs fiiould be im-

powcred to put their valial again in poA'elnon of his

caillc.

We have a letter of this pope to the grand mafter

and the whole order of the holpitalkrs, wherein he
reprefents to them, with much force and perfuafive-

nefs, how unluitable their proceeding and that of the

templars was to the character of religious, if, fays In-

nocent, we may give the nam.e o- religious to men,

who are for deciding their rights by force and me-
thods of violence. He adds, that though he knew
well enough in the main, what party had right and

jullice on its fide, yet he had chofen rather to make
up the affair by an amicable compoficion, which the

deputies of the two orders had agreed to in his pre-

fence, than to pronounce a rigorous judgment, which

would have fixed a llurupon the par./ which.had done

the wro'^g. He goes on exhorting tht-m both to main-

tain uiiity and peace with one another, and at the fame

time enjoins them, in virtue of their ^oly obedience,

and on pain of excomunication, to determine the dif-

ferences that fliould ilart up between them, in the

manner diredled by the rules which pope Alexander

III. prefcribed them. Innocent concludes his letter

with threatening fuch as fliould prove relradory with

all the weight of his indigdation.

Some foreign judges, according to his dire^lion,

took cooTiifance of this affair ; the pretenfions of the

templars were declared grcundlefs ; the gentleman,

who was vaffal to the hofpitallers, was again, put in-

to pofi'efhon of his caftle ; peace and quietnef's were

rellored between the two orders, at leaft in appear-

ance, and the pope, fatisfied with their lubmifTion,

W'ote afterwards to both, recommending to them the

intereils of the bng of Cyprus.

We
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We have already taken notice, that after the death

of Guy de Lufignan, prince Amaury his brother inhe-

rited his crown ; and that this prince having after-

wards married liabel queen of Jerufalem, flie had pre-

vailed with him to fix his refidence in Paleftine, in a

ftate furrounded on all fides by the infidels. ,
But A-

maury having advice, that the ifle of Cyprus was
fcarce in a quieter condition ; that the inhabitants be-

ine of the Greek church could not brino- themfjlvcs to

obey a Latin prince, and that the emperor was tam-

pering with them underhand by his emiiraries, to gain

them over to a re- union with the Greek empire ; this

king of Cyprus wrote to the pope, to lay before hiVa

the necefhty he v/as under of returning immediately m-
to his ifland, to fecure his authority there.

Innocent was afraid, lefl upon this prince's re-

treat, the holpitallers and templars, feeing no

longer any body above them in dignity, fhould 1 198.

both pretend to the government of the Hate ; to

prevent therefore a com.petltion, that mufl neccflarily

have very terrible confecuences, he conjured the king,

in the moft prefTmg terms, net to abandon v/hat was
flill left of the inheritance of Jefus Chrill for a prey

to the infidels and barbarians. But at the fame time to,

obviate the diilurbanccs that mifrht be raifed in the ifie

of Cyprus in his abfence, the pope wrote to the prince

of Antioch, to the count of Tripoli his fon, and
to the grand mafters of the hofpitaliers and templars,

recommending to them, to take care of the king's

concerns, and, if neceffity fo required, to fend into the

ifland a body offerees, fufhcient to maintain the rcyal

authority there. " Amaury, fays the pontiff in his

letters, having been pleaied to leave his own domi-
nions, and the delicious abode of the ifle of Cyprus,
to dedicate himfelfto the defence of the Holy Land,
it is but jurt, that the Chriftian princes, his neigh-

" bours, fhould interefl themfelves in the prefervation
" of his crown."

Hiftory gives us no account of what thefe princes

did upon this occafion ; nor does it appear, that the

S 2 templars.
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templars, who were odious to the Cypriots, and liad
been forced to give up the fovereign authority tlicy
had over them, lent any fuccours into the ifland. But
we learn, from the ancient memoirs of the hofpital-
Icrs, that the king, in concert with the grand maftcr,
thofe out of them fome knights, whom he intralled
with the government of that kino;dom, and who paf-
icd over thither with a hody of troops, capable of
preventing and cruihing the ill defigns of the male-
contents.

Thlre happened Ihortly after, a furprizing revo-
lution in the empire, and 'at Conllantinople,'' which
drew likcways a great number of hofpitallcrs to that
capital. For the bater underilanding focxtraorJina-
ry an .event, it muft be obferved, that the fpirit of
crulading, notwithftanding fuch a ferics of ill fuccefs
as we have mentioned, ftill reigned in France, ^y the
perfuafion and moving difcourfes of the miniftcr
of Ncuilli, an infinite number of princes, lords
and gentlemen, put on the crofs under the com-
mand of the marquefs of Montfen-at, an excellent ge-
neral, and brother - to the prince of the fame name,
who made that noble defence againft Saladine at the
fiege of Tyre. The difficulty was, how to get this

new army of the crufade into the Levant.
Experience had fhcwn, that the way by land

through the territories of the Greek and Mahometan
princes, was equally difficult and dangerous. To a-

void this inconvenience, the principal lords of the
crufade fcnt deputies to Henry Dandalo, duke or doge
of Venice, propofmg to him, in confideration of a
fum ofmoney to be agreed on, and paid before hand,
to furnilh fliips for tranfporting their army to St. John
d'Acre. They entered into a negotiation upon this

fubjeiffc, and agreed at laft, by a folemn treaty, that in

confideration of eighty five thoufand merks of filvcr,

the republick fhould be obliged to tranfport four thou-

fand knights or efquires, and twenty thoufand foot

into Syria, with their arms, and all neceffiiry provifions

and ammunition. The Venetians acquitted themfclves

of
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of all the conditions of this trea.ty, and furniflied even

a much greater number of veffels and fnips than they

were obliged to, that they might not look like mere

paflengers in this voyage; and to have fome fnare in

the merit of the crufade, they fitted out, at their own
expence, fifty galleys, with good land forces on board;

and the doge, though fourlcore years old, and decay-

ed in his fight, was to mount the admiral, and make
the voyage as one of the crufade.

There was nothing now that hindered thofe Frcnck
prinCes and noblemen from fetting fail but want of

money; but it happens frequently, through accidents

not to be forefeen, that it is not fo eafy to execute a

treaty as to fign it. A great many of the French, to a-

void paying their quota of the contribution agreed on,

had, inllead of going to Venice, embarked at Mar-
feilles and different ports of Italy ;, fo that the princes

and noblemen who came at the head of the army to

Venice, after felling their pkte, gold chains and
rings, could raife only fifty thoufand merks of filver ;

and for want of the thirty five thoufand remaining,

the treaty was in danger of breaking off, and this ho-
ly defign o^ mifcarrying, when the zeal, magnaminity
and ability of the- doge provided for all difhculties,

and brouorht on the affair ao-ain.

When we fee the conduft of this illuftrious doga
in the relation of Geoffrey deVillehardouin,* 'tis hard
to determine which ought moll: to be admired, either

his profound fagacity in council, or his courage and
capacity in the conduft of an army, or his v/ondeiful

skill and contrivance in managing the tempers of men*
Attentive always to the intereft of his country, and
ftill more to his own glory, he propofed, for the ad-
vancement of both, and in concert with the o-reat

council of the republick, to difcharge the crufade of
the thirty five thoufimd merks remaining, upon con-
dition, that after their imbarkation, and before they
left the European feas, they would, by the way, affilt

him in reducing the town of Zara in Daliiiatia, which
S 3 was

* ImpriiTucrie Roy ale. an. 16/7.



2 1 Hiftory of the Knights (t/* Ma L T a .

was part of the old demefne of the republick, but had
ibme time before, out of a turbulent humour, revolt-

ed to Bela king of Hungary. Part of the gentlemen
of the crufade, and efpecially the pope's Iegacc:s, with

fome priefts and monks, put fcmples into the foldiery,

as if it was unlawful to employ againlt Chriilians the

arms which were defigncd againft the inndels. But as

it was impoflible to go without the Venetian fleet, as

the fedition and revolt of the inhabitants of Zara was
a dangerous precedent, and moreover, as the princes of

the crufade might be ufeful to obtain reafonable condi-

tions for them, the doge's propofal was accepted. They
fet fail, and after a favourable voyage, landed

in Dalmatia, and inveftedZara.The place did 1202.

not hold out long againft fo confiderable Nov. io»

an army ; the inhabitants opened tiieir

gates to their old mafters ; but this diverfion having

Ipent the feafon proper for their pafiage into PaloRine,

they were obliged to winter in Dalmatia.

Upon the approach of fpring, the army of the cru-

fade was preparing to re-imbark, when there arrived

embafTadors iirom Alexis Comnenu?, whofe fifter Irene

was married t3 Philip duke of Suabia, and emperor

ele*n of Germany. The Greek prince fent thefe de-

puties to folicit the princes, as they had employed

their arms in favour of the Venetians, to make the like

enterprize for reftoring his father, the emperor Ifaac

An^elus, to the throne of Conftantinople, another A-

lexis, brother to that emperor, having deprived him of

his crown, and keeping him fhut up in a dungeon ; a

Ecw incident that requires a fuller explanation.

We have obfetved in feveral places of this work,

and it is plain from the original hiilorians, that the

arabition and treachery of moft of the Greek princes

had made the throne of Conflantinople a fcene of the

moft b'oady tragedies. The emperor Manuel Comne •

iius, that perfidious prince, who, in concert with the

infidels, procured the deftrudlion of the emperor Con-

rad the third^s army, dying after a reign of confide-

rable length, left the empire to his Ion, a young
prince
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prince hardly thirteen years old, contraded to Anne

or Agnes of France, daughter of Louis VII. king of

France. But after a reign of three months, if we may
give that name to the government of fo young a prince,

who was himielf governed by princj Andionicus his

uncle or goufin, the traiterous Andrdnicus caufed him
to be ftranglcd, and feized the empire.

Isaac Angelus, ofthe lame lioufe of the Comneni,

but only by the female fide, under pretence of

revenging the young emperor's death, fur- 1195.
prized the tyrant, got him into his power,

and after putting him to death, with the moft cruel

tortures, fet up himfelf for emperor. He had reigned

already near ten years, when his brother Alexis, whom
he had ranfomed out of captivity among the infidels,

formed a dangerous confpiracy againft him, feized

hisperfon, and deprived him at once of his fight and
crown. Young Alexis, Ifaac's fon, made his efcape,

and, to fecure himfelf againil his uncle's cruelty, took

refuge at the court of the emperor Philip of Suabia.

Philip, bufy in oppofmg Otho of Saxony, his compe-
titor for the empire, was not in a condition to give

youno- Alexis any coniiderable fuccour : but thefe two
princes, hearing with what facility the princes of the

crufade had reduced Zara for the Venetians, flattered

themfelves, that it was not impoffible to engage them,

in their behalf, to turn their arms againil the ufurper.

With this view, whilil the Chriitian army was ftill in

Dalmatia, young Alexis fent embafladors to implore

their afiiftance againft a tyrant and a traitor, who had
dethroned his own brother, and kept him loaded with

irons, and burried as it were in a dungeon. Thefe
motives, of fuch a nature as could not but move the

generofity of the princes of the crufade, were fecond-

ed by offers of conf.derable fums ; and young Alexis

promifed, after the emperor his father's refi;oration, to

put on the crofs, and join the Chridian army with ten

thoufand men.

The French and Venetian nobility, of which tha
arm/was compofed, refle£ling that the lall cru-

fades of Europe had mifcarried only through ^^'

the
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the perfidioufners of the Greek princes, and that ib'

long as they could not be afuired of Coallandnople,

and of the ftreight which joins Europe in a manner
with Afia, it would be almoll impracticable to tranf-

port the chiefs of the crufadc into Palelline, and main-

tain them thcrj, entered into a neg-otiation with the

embafladors. The doge, intrulled with the common
intereils of both nations, managed it with his ufual

capacity, and after feveral conferences, came to an a-

greement with the miniilers of the Greek prince,

that in cafe the princes of the crufade * rellored the

emperor Ifaac to his throne, the father and fon fhould

pay the Latins two hundred thoufand merks of filver

for the charge of the war ; that young Alexis fhould

join their army in perfon, and march with them into

the eafi: ; or elfe, if the interelt of the emperor his fa-

ther detained him at ConJlantinople, they fhould fend

a reinforcement of ten thoufand men of their bcfl

troops, with a year's pay advanced ; and that in or-

der to fecure the conquefls which they hoped to gain

either in Egypt or Paleftine, they lliould always main-

tain a fianding body of five hundred horfe there at

their expcnce. The princes, out of a religious mo-»

tive, and to engage the pope, the primum mobile of

the crufades, to allow of this diverfion, infiikd like-

ways, that the embafladors fliould oblige themfelves,

by this treaty in their mafter's name, in cafe God blef-

fed the arms of the crufade with fuccefs, to exert their

authorit}', and ufe all their endeavours to put an end

to the fchifm, and bring the Greek cliurch under fub-

jedion to that of Rome. The embafTadors having no

other refource, fubfcribed to every thing, and return-

ed into Germany, from whence prince Alexis fet out

immediately, and came with the utmoft expedition to

Dalmatia, and upon his arrival, ratified tiie treaty

made by his embafTadors with the princes of the cru-

fade.

These Latin adventurers, if we may give tliat

lumc to the princes and noblcmeji that compofed this

little

* Nangis ad an. 1203.
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little army, finding their own private intereft as we?l

as that of religion in this tre-rty, fet fail with a fa^'our-

able wind, and, landing in the territories of the Greek
emperor, advanced up to the walls of Conilantinople.

Six thoufand French, and about eight thoufand Vene-

tians, in a foreign land, and an enemy's country, with-

out provifions, or any other fuccour but their courage

and their arms, undertook the fiege of the capital of
' a great empire, in which it is faid, there were not fewer

than two hundred thoufand men armed for its defence.

The foldiei-s of the crufade made feveral attacks

both by fea and land ; all the leaders didwon- 1 203.

ders ; and patticularly the illufldous doge of

Venice, then above eighty years of age; and though

his fight was almofl: gone, he put himfelf at the head

of his troops, \»,hsre, by his example ftill more than

by his words, he animated his men, gave the proper

orders, and commanded in the aftion. The Greeks

on the other hand lined the v/all with archers andfol-

diers, who, with (bowers of arrows. Hones and fire

works, repulfed the befiegers, and there was no ap-

pearance that a handfdl of Latins could carry a place

defended by an inumcrable multitude of people. But

the ufurper *, ftung with remorfe of his confcience,

and ftill more unealy with the fear of being delivered

up by feme fecret enemies to the lords of the crufade,

fled away by night in a bark with his family and trea-

fures, and his flight made the foldiers and inhabitants

drop their arms, and open their gates to the Latins ;

the felf fame day at^/rant defcrting his own army, and

become a fugitive, the lawful prince delivered out of

prifon andre-eftablifned on the throne, and the cour-

tiers with the principal citizens applauding a fuccefs

which the evening before they had oppofed with all

their forces. The firilcare of the old emperor was to

make prince Alexis his fon partner with him in the

empire. This ceremony was performed on Auguil i

.

I 203. The chiefs of the crufade attended him after-

wards into moil of the provinces of the empire, where
they

» Alexis in.
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they eilablifhcd his authority. But they were ill re-

compenfed for it : Alexis feeing himfelf" quiet on the

throne, put off, under various pretences, paying the

fums he was obliged to by tlie treaty. His wiles were
his ruin. The Grc:eks, afraid of being made fubje^l to

the church of Rome, hated him, and the breach of
his word rendered him odious to thofe of the crufade.

A PRINCE of the family ofDucas, called Murzul-
phle, becaufe of his thick eye brows which

1 204. met together, formed a deiign to dethrone him

:

he got Dy bafe compliances, and a continual fe-

ries of flatteiy, the afcendant over his mind ; he go-
verned the empire abfolutely, and at the fame time
that he perluaded the prince not to comply with the
demands of the Latins, his emilTaries gave out, that
the emperor detained them at the gates of Conrtanti-

nople, only to force the inhabitants to acknowledge
the pope's authority. The people hereupon mutiny,
run to arms, and cry, that Alexis ought to be depof-
ed. The emperor Ifaac his father, worn out with
years, died at that time of grief, to fee his misfor-

tunes break out afrefh : Alexis in confufion applies to

his benefadors, and conjures them to fend fome of
their troops into the city for his fecurity. The mar-
quefs of iViontferrat, forgetting his ingratitude, pro-
mifed to come to his relief; and it was agreed, that one
ofthe gates of the city fhould be kept open for him the
night following. The perfidious Murzulphle gives pri-

vate notice of it to the mutineers; this news encreafes

the ufloar ; the whole city take up arms, and refolve

to c\eci a new emperor. Murzulphle, the filent ring-

leader of the revolt, miftrufting the inconftancy of the
people, to make a trial of the danger, caufed a youn^
man of great birth but no intereft to be chofen empe-
ror. His name was Nicholas Canabe. The ftlfe Mur-
zulpjile, feeing all the people out of averfion to his

nephew, running in to put the crown upon his idol,

fecretly fecures the perfon of that phantom of an em-
peror, and goes at night to the palace, awakens the

prince, and advifes him to withdraw liora the fury of

a ma-
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n mutinous populace, that were in queft ofhim, as he
faid, to put him to death. The young emperor aban-
dons himfelfto his perfidious advice, follows him; and
Murzuphle, under -pretence of concealing him, carries

him into a lonefome pait of the palace, where the un-
happy prince, as foon as he entered, was feized and
put in irons. The ufurper ftrips him of his buskins,
wrought with eagles, and the other marks of the im-
perial dignity, puts them on himfelf, and, attended
with his relations and accomplices, prefents himfelf
to the people, exhorts them to break off all corre-

fl^cndence witli the Latins, and propofes to m.ake a
war upon them. This difcourfe, which flattered the
animofity of the unruly multitude, is received with
great applaufe. They proclaim him emptror on the
fpot : and not to let the zeal of the people cool, he
gets himfelf crowned. Hiftory does not tell us what
became of poor Canabe, v/ho difappeared at once,
and was never heard of afterwards. As to the empe-
ror Alexis, whofe life gave him great uneafmefs, he
twice together caufed poifon to be mixed with that
prince's food ; but the poifon not working quick e-

nough, this barbarous wretch, impatient to be rid of
him, went into the dungeon where he was fhut up,

and ftrangled him with his o\\'n hands.

How juft an indignation foever the lords ofthe cru-

fadc had againfl young Alexis, yet they lamented his

unhappy fate, and refclved to revenge his death. War
was proclaimed againfl the tyrant, who made prepa-
rations to carry it on, and put the inhabitants in arms.
The troops of the crufade laid fiege to the place a fe-

cond time ; they brought the fame courage to the en-
terprize ; and, withoat amufmg themfelves with the
ordinary forms of war, they attempted a fcalado ; and
after a combat, which lalled almoft the whole day,
they feized upon fome towers, where they fortified

themfelves during the night. They were rcfolved to
carry on the atti':k at break of day, but were Agree-
ably furprized by fome of the inhabitants, who in-

formed them tliat the ufurper was fled. In the morn-
ing
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ing they renewed their attack, when the weak re-

fiftance they met with, and the terrible diforder and

confuiion the city was in, made them foon fenfible

that the furprlzing news was true. The French and

Venetians cnucr Coafiantinople fword in hand, break

into the palace and houfcs of the principal nobility,

and commit all tliofc diforders, w hich are the ordina-

ry effeds of the fury and greedinefs of the foldiery.

' The next bufinei's was to elcd an emperor. The

chiefs of the crufade referred the choice to twel\e e-

kf^ors, CiK of them French, and fix Venetians ; and

it was agreed, that whatever nation thj emperor was

of, the patriarch fhould be taken out of the other. If

the do^e had been a competitor for the empire, 'tis

certainlic would have had the bed intercf}. But that

wife prince, confidering that the imperial dignity in a

Venetian would be the ruin of a republick govern-

ment, renounced it both for himfclf and his nation ;

fo that there was nothing more to do, but to make a

good choice amojig the French, and other nation? tliat

compoftd the army. Mol of the votes feemcd de-

termined in favour of the marquefs of Montferrat

;

and indeed it looked as if they could not without in-

jurtice refufe the dignity to a prince, whom they had

chofen already out of fo many others, to be their

own general, and who, by his valour and condud,

had made them mailers of Conftantinople. But the

politick doge, dreading his great qualities, and afraid

of feeing the empire united to the dominions which

that prince was already pofTefled of in Italy, deter-

mined moll of the eledors in favour of Baldwin count

of Flanders, from whom there was no fuch danger to

be appielicnded. That prince was crowned with great

folemnity in the church of St. Sophia. Thomas Mo-
rofmi was chofen patriarch of Conllantinople ; and

the marquefs of Montferrat had afterwards for his

Hiare the kingdom of Theflulonicn, and the Veneti-

ans moflof the illands of the Archipelago.

Baldwin could not be ignorant of the averfion

which his new fubjec.s had to ihc government of a

prince
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piince fubjeil to the church of Rome. To remove this

prejudice, and bring them to an uniformity of belief,

io necefTary to the tranquillity of a ftate, he procured

from pope Innocent* fome clergy and monks, remark-

able for their learning and virtue, who ufed their en-

deavours to put an end to the fchifm, and unite the

two churches. He invited at the fame time the hof-

prtallers of St. John into his dominions, gave them
confiderable eftates in the provinces which held ofthe
empire, and reftored them the poficfhon of tlie two
houfes which they had in Condantinople, till the uf-

urper Andronicus drove them thence. Geoffrey de

Ville-hardouin, marfhal of Champagne and Romania,
tells us in his hiftory, that Matthicu de Montmorency,
one of the chief leaders of the crufade, dying in this

famous expedition, was buried at Conllantinople in

the church of St. John of the hofpital of Jerufalem'',

There was not a Chriflian prince within either A-
fia or Europe, but would have fome hofpitallers in

his dominions. Magnificent hofpitals and churches

were at that time built for them at Florence, Pifa and
Verona. Befides thefe foundations for the knights,

the hofpital nuns of the fame order had fome confide-

rable houfes in thofe three cities, in which thefe pious

iifters made piety, charity, and all Chriftian virtues

flourifh. We mull: not omit to mention here the blcf-

fed fifter Ubaldina, whofe memory is held in fjngular

veneration at Pifa, and over all the order. Tliis ho-
ly nun was born about the middle of the twelfth cen-
tury, at the cafde of Calcinaya, in the county of Pifa.

As foon as fhe was ofage to chufe for herfelf, fhe took
the habit, and profefied herfclf in the houfe of St.

John de Pifo. Nature formed her generous and bene-
ficent^ grace rendered her charitable : fhe was th^ mo-
VoL. I. T thcr

* Sec the epiflles of Innocent III. Books 13. 14. rj. and j6.
^ Lors lor avint une mult grant jTcfavanture en ''oft que Ma-

hius de Montmorency que ere un des mcillcr chevjLtr del roy-

aums de France, ct dcs plus prificz ct dcs plus amez tuTmjis, et

cc fu gn>nt diels ct r.raut domagc?, un des prcigncr? qui avint en
Tofl-, d'un ftui home, et fu ent 'rrcz en une yglfe dr. Monfeignor

St-. Jchan de riiopital de Jerufalcm. Viile-hardcuin; p. (So.
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ther of the poor; the fick met with a relief always at

liand in her aiiiduous care ; there was no kind ofnii-

fery but ihe brought a remedy for it, or gave confola-

tion under it ; and when her duties allowed her fomc

moments to herfelf, llic fpent them before the crofs,

and in a continual meditation upon tlie death and paf-

fion of our divine Saviour.

That fiie might be worthy to partake of the bene-

fits of that great'^myilery, fhe crucified her body with

furprizing aufterities. From the time of her profcITion

ihe neve? left oft* her hair cloth, a board ferved for

her bed, lier fallings were continual, her food bread

and water, with a few roots : flie was particularly in-

dullrious in her penances ; ihe fought eagerly after all

occaiions of pradlifmg fome fecret mortification ; had

Ihc a taftc, a bias, a natural inclination or averfion

for any thing, as loon as Ihe perceived it, all was fa-

crificcd ; fnc was, as we may fay, a continual martyr;

and if her fex and profeiTion did not allow her to bear

a fhare with the knights her brethren in tlic torments

to V. hich they were expofed, when they fell into the

hands of the infidels, it may be faid, that by the pi-

ous cruelties whercwitli ihe mortified her body, Hie

was their companion in fufFerings, and the crofs

which Ihe wore outwardly, was not fo much an orna-

ment as a mark and charader of that which flic had fo

deeply engraved in her heart. Having lived in a conti-

nual excercife of thefe virtues, the bleffedUbal-

1-06. dma died about A. D. 1206. The authors of

her life mention feveral miracles which it pleaf- •

ed God to work by her interccJion ; but the fiift and

greateft of all was a lively faith, an vmbounded cha-

rity, a fpirit of mortification, and that combination of

virtues, of which, for the honour of the order of St.

John, 'it may be faid, there were at that time very e-

minent examples.

We have feen above, that the grand mailer, at the

requeaofAmaury deLufignan, king of Cyprus, and

at the pope's recommendation, had fent a body of

knights into that illand, to keep the fubjcds thereof

in
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in the obedience they owed their fovereign.- That

prince, king ofCyprus, and king likeways ofjeruralem

in right of queen Ifabel his wife, died this year with-

out any iffue by her ; and the queen outliving him but

a few days, the two crowns, which by their marriage

had been united upon their heads, were divided again

by their death.

Mary, the eldcft daughter of queen Ifabel, and

Conrad of Montferrat prince of Tyre her fecond huf-

band, was acknowledged heirefs of the crown of Je-

rufalem ; and Hugh de Lufignan, fon to Amaury by

his firft wife, fucceeded the king his father in the

crown of Cyprus. This young prince married the.

princefs Alice, half fiiler to Mary by the mother'g

fide, and daughter of Ifabel and Henry count of

Champagne her'third husband. The Chriftians of Pa-

lefline, finding themfelves deflitute of a fovereign,

who was as neceflary to keep the great lords of the

kingdom in their duty, as he was to oppofc the ar.ns

of the infidels, fent the biihop of Acre, and Aimar,,

lord of Cnefarea in right of his wife, as their deputies

to king Philip Auguftus, to defire him to recommend

a husband to them for the young queen of Jerufalem,

that would be capable of defending her dominions.

The king named them John de Brienne, a young
nobleman full of valour, v/ife, capable of governing a

ftate, and of commanding an army, fuch a one indeed

as the prefTing occafions of the Holy Land, and a tot-

tering throne required. The young count, noi consi-

dering the vaft number of enemies wherewith that lit-

tle kingdom was encompafied, fufFered liimfclf to be

dazzled with the empty title of king, and the circum-

flance ofowing it entirely to his own merit and repu-

tation. He received the king's propofal with all

due acknowledgments, and having taken fuch mca-
fures as he thought necellary with the embafladors of
Pafelline, he fent them away before him, charging

them to affure the queen and grandees of the king-

dom, that he would come to Acre with a formidable

T 2 army;>
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army, and in a condition, after the truce was expired,

to begin the war again with fuccefs.

The embaflhdor?, returning into the eafl, gave out,

that the count de Brjennc would ai'rive immediately
«it the head of a pov/erful crufade, compofcd of tha

i:no{l warlike nations of Europe, and commanded moil

cfthem by their own fovereigns. They even named
the princes who had put on the crofs, the number of
their troops, and the fleets they were to put to fea.

The noife of this armament, which they were mag-
iiifying continually, as it commonly happens in fpeak-

ing of things at a diftance, and fuch as flatter our

hopes, raifcd the courage of the Chrillians, and alarm-

ed the infidels. Safadine propofcd to the council of

regency to prolong the truce, offering in that cafe to

rellore them ten fuch towns or caflles as lay moll for

the convenience of theChriflians.

The grand marter of the hofpitallers, who, by the

knowhdge he had of the aflairs of Europe, did not fee

thut any fuch mighty fuccours could be fcnt as the

embafiador gave them hopes of, was of opinion, that

ihsy fliould make their advantage of the fear of the

infidels, and accept the truce they had propofed. The
mailer of the Teutonick order, and moll of the lords

and barons of the country were of the fame fentiments;

but the grand mailer of the templars and the prelates

oppofed it, though, fays Sanut *, the advice of the

^rand mailer of the hofpitallers was certainly bell.

The very propofmg of it indeed by the hofpitallers

was a fulKcient reaion to make the templars contra-

did it. This grand mailer of the hofpitallers died a-

bout A. D. 1206. The hifcorians of that time do not

acquaint us with his extraftion ; but there is in Tou-
raine a very ancient and noble family of the name of

Rat, from which, in all probability, this grand mailer

was

*Ma<^iftri quoquc hofpitalis etAlamannorum cunftique barores

traugas prolongare vellcnt ; magifter tamen tcmpli, ac prajbti,

licet cii'cL utiliu;, minime ailcnieiuni. Mar. Snivjt. c. 3. p.2c6.
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was defcended. The order chofe in his place brother

Guerin de Montaigu, a French man by

nation, and of the language of Auverg- GuErin' de

ne, who, in a fhort tims after his eledi- Montaigu.
on, did conliderable fervice to the Greek
Chriftians of Armenia Minor.

Pope Innocent III. writing to the bifnops of France,

reprefents to them, in one of his letters, the miferable

ftate of the Latin Chrifcians of the eail, according to

the advices he had received from thofe parts. The
fovereign pontiff adds*, that, to make the m.isfortune

fcill greater, Raimond count of Tripoli, fecond fon

to Bohemund III. prince ofAntioch, and Leo king of

Armenia, contefted for the fucceffion of that principa-

lity, even before the fovereign's death ; that the inha-

bitant? of Antioch, fupported by the templars, had de-

clared themfelves for the count, and the hofpitallers

had taken the king's part; that the infidels too had

eno-aeed in the ouarrel to make their advanta^-e of it

;

that the fultan of Aleppo was raifmg forces m favour

of the count of Tripoli ; that Dennequin, another

Turkifh prince, was leading a confiderable fuccour to

the king of Armenia ; and, what is more deplorable,

continues the pontiif, Safadine, fultan of Egypt and
Damafcus, the mightieft of all the infidels, has levied

numerous armies, without declaring as yet in favour

of any party, and, in all appearance, with a vievv' to

make his advantage of all events, and to raife his emr
pire on the ruin of both.

We have obferved already, that of the marriaoe

contrafted between young Bohemund, ekieft fon ofthe
prince of Antioch, and Alice, daughter to Rupin of
the mountain, there was ifTue a fon, named alio Ru-
pin, who, after the death of young Bohemund his fa-

ther, purfuant to the treaty of peace made v/ith Leo
king of Armenia, his great uncle, had been declared
by old Bohemund his grandfather prefumptivc heir
of his dominions. But Raimond count of Tripoli, fe-

T 3 cond
* Ep. 271. viikEp. 37D. ejufdcm, qua: extat apud Rog. lioy.

fol. 45- .^j edit, L^Hii. an, 1558,
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cond fon to old Bohemund, pretended, that fiich de-

claration ought not to take place, and that the right

of fucceflion, immediately after the prince his father's

death, bclopgcd to him, and not to his nephew : thefe

were the pretenfions of the two contending parties.

The king of Armenia, though brought up in the

fchifm, feeing his dominions furrounded by thofe of

the Latin princes, pretended to reconcile himfelf to

the catholick church. He had wrote fevcral times to

the pope, to declare, that he acknowledged his autho-

rity, and had likeways obliged his patriarch, whom
the Armenians call the catholick, to take the like ftep.

"Gut to fpeak the truth, this union was only tempora-

ry, and the pretended fubmiflion of the Armenians

larted no longer than they had need of the protedlion

of the holy fee.

LivRON renewed his proteftations at this juncture,

and at the fame time made prefling inftances to Inno-

cent, intreating him to require the templars to make

no more oppofition to the rights of his nephew, but

to conform themfclves to the condudl of the hofpital-

jers, who, faid he, after being convinced of the juftice

of young Rupin's claim, had declared in his favour.

This prince, in another letter, defires the pope to in-

terpofe his authorit}% that this great affair might be

determined in an amicable manner, and begs, that he

would be pleafed, to take upon himfelf the nominati-

on of impartial judges j amongrt which, he particular-

ly recommends to him the grand mafter of the hofpi-

*allers.

Whilst this difference was in agitation at the

court of Rome, Soliman de Roveniden fultan

1200. of Iconium, of the race of the Selgeucidian

Turcomans, entered Armenia, at the inrtancc

of the count of Tripoli, and dellroyed all before him

with fire and fword. Leo gave immediate advice of

It to the pope; and that pontiff, at his requeft, engag-

ed the hofpitallers to undertake the defence of liis do-

minions. The grand mafter de Montaigu drew a

{Iron? body into the field and joined him ;
upon which

^
they
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they marched againll the faltan, and after feveral en-

gagements, and a bloody and obftinate battle, the

Turcoman prince v/as defeated, his army cut it pieces,

and thofe that efcaped from the fworJ of the con-

querors, had great..difficulty to get back into Bithy-

nia, with the fultan who commanded them.

The Armenian prince, either out of gratitude, or

to engage the hofpitallers ftill more clofely in his inte-

refts, granted them in property the town of Salcph,

with the fortreiles of Chateauneuf and Camard. He
fent the deed of this grant to pope Innocent III. who
confirmed it by his bull, bearing date in the thirteenth

year of his pontificate. The fovereign pontiff prevail-

ed aftenvards with the count of Tripoli, to agree to

a truce with the king of Armenia, and ordered the

two leo-ates that he kept in the eafl, to force the re-

fradlory fide to it by all fpiritual methods, and to

make ufe likeways of the afTiftance and arms of the

hofpitallers, to maintain peace in that part of Chriflen-

dom. Prince Rupin, nephew to Livron, two years

after made the like application to pope Honorius III.

to obtain the aiTiftance of the hofpitallers, as may be

feen in the brief of that pope. This was not the iirfl

time that the popes had made ufe of the arms of the

hofpitallers in the eail, againft princes that did not

think themfelves bound by the thunders of the Vate-

can.

Those pontiffs employed them no lefs ferviceably

at the fame time againft the Moors and Saracens of

Spain, and Mahomet Enacer Miramolin, king ofMo-
rocco, having entered Caftile, at the head of a formi-

dable army, brother Guttiere d'Ermegilde, prior of

the hofpitallers of Caflile, upon the orders he receiv-

ed from Rome and from the grand mafler, came to

offer his fervice to king AlphonCus VIII. at the head

of a large number of knights, and of the vafTals of the

order.

RoDERic, archbifhop of Toledo, fpeaking^ofthefc

knights in his hiflory : the military brothers the hof-

pitallers
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pitallers, fays that prelate*, inflamed with zeal, took-

up arms in this country, to maintain our holy religi-

on, and drive the in£dels out of Spain.

A FAMOUS French hofpitaller, called brother Gue-
rin, minifter of flate to Philip Auguftus, and general

of his army, rendered at the fame time fervices every

way as important to the church, and to his country.

He was brought up in this kingdom, in a dangerous

herefy, which, under pretence of a higher fpiritual

perfeftion, undermined the foundations of religion. A
clergyman of the diocefs of Chartres, nained Amaury,

a fubtle logician, was the author of it. At jcall Ri-

gord, a contemporary hillorian, affirms, that the dif-

ciples of this do(5lor maintained publickly, that as the

laws of the old teftament, given, as tlisy faid, by the

eternal father, had been abolifhed by the gofpel and

the new law of Jefus Chrill, fo this was to be fuj^prcf-

fed in its turn by the law of charity, which Vv'as xhz

work of the Holy Gholl: ; that under this law ofpure

love, the ufe of the facraments v/as as unneceHary as

that of the legal ceremonies of the old law. He ad-

ded, that paradife and hell had no exiftencc but in

the imagination of men ; that the pleafure of doing

good works was the true paradife, and that fm and

ignorance made all our hell. He required nothing of

his followers, for the whole pradice of religion, but

only the love of God, the flame of which, he faid,

was capable of purifying even adultery itfelf.

These errors, being fprcad abroad by men of parts

and eloquence, perverted great numbers of perfons,

and particularly many women, who are ahvays fond of

novelty. Brother Guerin '' of the order of the hofpital-

lers

• Fratres etiam nilitire hofpitn'ir;, qui fratcrnit.itis carltati in-

fift^ntes devote,]zelo fidci, ctTerrae Sands necellitate acccnfi, de-

fcnfionis gladium afTumpferunt. Hi lub uno priore Guterrio Er-

megildi, &c. Roderic. Toletanus, t. 2. 1. 8. c. 3. p. 130. de re-

bus Hifpanicis.

* Hault confors avicz ou bon vefque Garin,

Par Dieu et par fon fens euftcs nioult d';imis,

Proudomfu, et 1' Ajax frachic certaiccmenr,

Bien
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lers of St.John ofjerufalem, who, in the reigns of Phi-

lip Auguftus and Louis VIII. his fon, had a great

ihare in the government, employed his pains and au-
' thority to ilop the progrefs of this new fedl. He was

one of the moft learned men of his age, and at the

fame time the greateil officer of his nation ; and it

was not eafy to determine, whether, in the manage-

ment of the ftate, his valour, or his piety and wifdom

had the afcendant. Daring the vacancy of the digni-

ty ofchancellor, the king had appointed him to do the

functions of it. The chancery being vacant, fays the

hiilorian of that time*, this wife minifter took care to

have the principal leaders of thefe fanaticks puniflied :

there were feveral that acknowledged tlieir errors, and

the moft obftinate went to join themfelves to the Al-

bigenfes, a fort of Manichees, who admitted two prin-

ciples, a good and an evil one, to which they afcrib-

ed all the actions of men. They were called Albi-

genfes, from the town of Albi in Languedoc, moft of

the inhabitants of which were infedled with this here-

{y. The pope, to extripate them the fnortcft way,

caafcd a new crufade to be preached up againft them,

annexing the fame indulgences to it as were granted

for the war of the Holy Land, requiring from fuch as

engaged in it only forty days fervice.

This eafy way of getting indulgences, drew an in-

finite number of the crufade into Languedoc, and de-

prived

Bien le fceut votre peres qui Tama durement,

m ' Moult lu de haut confeil et de tous biens fu plains.

Et ere bien entechiez de loyal cuer certains.

Puis le tens Char!emaine, qui fu un Arcevefques,

Qu'en apela Turpin, ne fu fi bon Evefques

Volontiers effaujoit Tenor de fainte Eglife,

Sire, et les vcs droits gardoit il fans faintile.

Moult r ama li bons Rois qui Felipes ct non

Et apres votre pere qui Dcx face pardon,

Etla bon Roine Tamoit ct tencit chier,

Qu'en vorrc cort n' avoit nul meillcr Confeillcr..
^

Join'viLeyp. 16 j. in the fcrihon of Robert de SaiticeKiaux.

» Rigordus de Geftis Philippi Augufti Franc. Re£,is. p. 200. an

1209.
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prived the Chriftians of the Holy Land of their fuc*

cour; which was the cauie why John de Brienne, at

his fctting out for Jcrufalem, could not poiTibly ^et to-

gether above three hundred knights, inllead of thofe

mighty armies, that were to infure him an eafy en-

trance into Palcftinc. They v/cre rtrangely furprized

to fee him land at the port of Acre, with fo fmall a

company, fufficient indeed for the retinue of a king,

but contemptible in regard to the hopes that had been

given them, and to the neceflities of the ftate.

Nevertheless that lord, after marrying the young
queen, took the field, to fignalize his acceffion to the

crown by fome aflion worthy of his courage. He ra-

vaged at firft all the frontiers of the enemy, and took

fome callles of fmall confequence ; but feveral bodies

of Sarazens advancing to befet him, he was obliged

to retire j and thought it advantage enough, to have

made his efcape from fuch mighty enemies.

He wrote immediately to the pope, to give him an

account in what condition he found the Holy I-and ;

and added, that what they called the kingdom of Je-

rufalem, confilled only in two or three places, which

they could maintain no longer than the civil wars lad-

ed between the brother and fons of Saladine, and that

unlefs a new crufade was fent into Palefline, he Hiould

foon be a king without a kingdom or fubjedls.

Innocent was fenfibly afFefted v/ith this fad news.

That pontiff, like mofl of his predcceffors, befidcs the

zeal which made him intent upon the recovery of the

Holy Land, interefted himfclf particularly in thefc

v/ars, whereof the popes were regarded as the heads,

and wherein their legates pretended to command widi

an authority fuperior to the generals, and even the

princes that engaged in thefe pious expeditions ; a

new fort of fovereignt}-, unknown in former ages,

which, under pretence of oppofmg the invafions of

infidels, fubjefted vafl annie9 of Chriftians to the

pope's orders, and in many inlhmces when fovereigns

;i\3rea t Ke head of them.
The.
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The pope, full of thefe great views, and defign-

ing to fuccour the new king of Jerufalem, was
thorouglily pcrfuaded, that nothing but a new crufade

could bring thofe numerous armies into the field, that

were the terror of the barbarians. To raife there-

fore troops in moft of the dominions in Chriilendom,

he refolved, after the example of Urban II. the iirfl

author of the crufadcs, to call a general council : and
befldes the bulls for that purpofe, he caufed publick

notice to be given of it by a great number of eccleii-

aflicks and rehgious, who fpread themfelves over all

Europe, and in their fermons, cried up the merit of
fuch voyages, and exaggerated perhaps a little too

much the general indulgences which were annexed
X.0 them. But the execution of this pious de-

fign, was fufpended by a formidable alliance 1210.

made againfl France, in which a great number
of the fovereigns of Chriftendom v/ere engaged.

Thefe princes made preparations of war on all iides,

and when troops were every where in motion, the

pope faw it v/as by no means proper to require any
biihops to take a journey ; and the rather, becaufe

when they fhould be met together, they could not

propofe at fuch a time to draw any fuccour from
France and Germany, the fureil refources of all the

crufades.

Otho IV. emperor of Germany, was at the head
of this league againll France ; and among his allies

were John king of England, the counts of Flanders,

Holland, Boulogne and Salisbury, natural brother to

the king of England, Henry duke of Brabant, Frede-

ric duke of Lorrain, Thibault count of Luxemburgh,
and Philip de Courtenay, marquefs of Namur, fon of
Peter de Courtenay count of Auxerre. It may perhaps

be furprizing, to fee, among the enemies of France,

the duke of Brabant, Vv'ho was the king's fon-in-law,

the count of Bar his fubjeft, Avhofe fon too was in the

French fervice, Ferrand de Portugal a vafTal of the

crown, .to whom the king had given the hekefs of

Flanders in marriage, and the marquefs of Nam.ur, a

prince
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prince of ilie royal blood ; nor could thefe princes be

well excufed ffom the crime of defcclion and rebelli-

on, if it was not known that fome of them held their

principal territories under the empire ; that they were

fcodatarici of it, and that, if they had not joined the

emperor's army, that prince, who had invaded thcLow

Countries with an army of an hundred thoufand men,

would have begun with ftripping them of their great

fiefs. Hence it is, that the count of Bar, though a

vaffal of the crown, to j)rercrve the county of Lux-

emburgh, was obliged, contrary to his inclination, to

furnilhi^his quota of troops to the emperor, and lead

them in pcrfon to the imperial camp.

The princir-al chiefs of this alliance were fo perfuad-

ed, that the king could not refill them, that they had

beforehaad divided his dominions amongll them, and

difmemb^red the fine.1 provinces of this great kingdom

from the body of the monarchy.

The emperor indeed had rcferved the fovereignty

in chief, and the fupreme demefne of the crown to

himfelf ; but the king of England claimed for his (hare

all the province i about the Loire ; Rcnaud de Dam-
martin count of Boulogne, a fecret enemy to the king,

and the warmed promoter of the league, had fet his

heart on the Verm.andois and the neighbouring pro-

vinces, which lay convenient for him, and the count

of Flanders was prcinifed Paris, the ifle of France,

and .hat part of Picardy wliich adjoins to Paris.

' This was, as we may fay, to fell the bear's skin

before he was killed; thefs princes had to do with an

enemy not eafy to be beaten. Philip II. king of France,

fo jultly flilcd Auguftus by pofterity, without

1214. being daunted at the number and force of his

Ciicniies, advanced towards Peronnc, at the

head of fcrty thoufand men, mofl of them well difci-

plincd troops, be fides thirtv' five thoufand militia,

drawn out of the neighbouring provinces, which form-

ed a large body of infantry. Moil of the princes and

barons of the kingdom attended the king ; the gen-

try were fummoned. all the gentlemen flew to the fuc-

cour
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cour of their country, and no other knights were as

yet known, but luch as had acquired that glorious

title by their valour, and had diflinguifhed themfelves

by uncommon bravery in the field.

The king of France, at the head of this brave gen-

try, thought himfelf invincible ; and though he had
little more than fixty thoufand men in his array, he

refolved to carry the war into the enemy's country

;

he left Peronne the tv/enty third of July, fell into

Flanders, and encamped near Tournay. The empe-
ror on the other hand advanced as far as Mortagne,

which is but three leagues diftant from it, and in-

trenched himfelf there. Beiides above two hundred

thoufand men that he had in his army, he was poll-

ed too advantageoufly to be forced in his camp.

The king, to draw him out of his intrenchments,

made a motion towards Hainault. The emperor tak-

ing this march for a flight, and fearing that in his re-

treat he fhould ravage the province of one of his allies,

marched the fame way, and arrived in the plain of

Bouvines, on Sunday July 27. The king v.'as come
thither only fome hours before him; and, as he thought

of nothing but penetrating into Hainault, his van-

guard had already palled a bridge that he had laid o-

ver the Marque, when he was advertifed by his fcouts,

that the allies were advancing in order of bactle, i. e.

with flandards difplayed, their horfes barded, and
the ferjeants, a fort of dragoons attached to the fer-

vice of the men of arms, ordered to difmount, and
marching a foot before them. The king immediately

difpatched the hofpitaller Guerin, who acled as mar-
fhal de bataille, to take a view of the enemy. The
long experience he had acquired in the ware of the

eaft, and the laurels he had gathered in a feries of en-

gagements with the infidels, made him f 11 that ho-

nourable port, without the leaft jealoufy or envy from
the grcatCil lords of the kingdom.
History has not tranfmitted to us either -his fur-

name, or that- of his family. 'Tis certain, that as he
was an hofpitaller of St. John, he muH have been of

Vol. I. U noble
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noble cxtraflion : this is all we can fay on that head.

His piety and learning had occaiioned his being eledl-

ed bilhop of Scniis j but he was not yet confecrated,

and we are going to fee on this occafion new proofs

of his capacity in the art of war. Rigord, a contem-

porary hillorian, who was in the king's retinue, fpeak-

inp- of this knight, *' He was, fays he, a very brave
** officer, of admirable conduft, of a fteady judgment,
** and fo great penetration, that he faw into all e-

*' vents that could happen." Le Breton, another con-

temporary hillorian, adds, *' That he had the entire

" aftcflion and confidence of the king his mafter, and
«* was the frll perfon in the kingdom after him." Yet,

fays Rigord, *' though this illuftrious knight flione

«' with all the luftre that royal favour could give

*' him, he never would, in the height of his autho-

** rity, quit the the habit of his order, which he wore
** always under his armour." Such was this famous

hofpitallcr, who did fo much honour to his nation and

his order. The king, who depended entirely on him

for the conduft of the army, having ordered him, as

we have juil faid, to go and view the enemy, he took

Adam vifcount de Melun, one of the braveft noble-

men in the kingdom, along with him ; and, putting

himfelf at the head of a body of horfe, he advanced

to a rifmg ground, from whence he difcovered the

march and difpofition ofthearmy of the allie?, and

leavino- the vifcount in that poft, with orders to amufe

the enemy without engaging, he returned in all hafle

to the king, and told him, that he was much mifta-

ken, if he was not going to be attacked by the empe-

ror.

Philip immediately called a council ofwar. Tt was

there debated, whether the troops fhould continue to

pafs the river, or whether the vanguard that had crof-

fed it, (hould not be ordered to march back again,

and give battle to the enemy. Moft of the general of-

ficers were of opinion, that they fhould avoid an en-

gagement that day, bccaufe it was an old cuflom of

the nation, never to fight on a Sunday ; they faid,

the
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t?ie French had always made a fcruple of ihedding

blood on that holy day j befides, the foldiers were fa-

tigued with a long march, and the allies being fo

much fuperior in troops, it was proper to wait the

coming up ofthe gentry, v/ho were on their march to

join the army ; and therefore they ought to make all

the troops pafs to the other fide ; that the river would

ferve for a barrier, and the enemy would not hazaid

p paffing it in fight of fo ilrong an army as the king's.

The hofpitaller Guerin, who, from his long ex-

perience in the art of war, judged that they could

hardly avoid an engagement, told them, that they

debated about a matter which was not in their power

;

that the enemy was too near, and, if they con^inaed

pafling the whole army over the river, they would ex-

pofe their rear and hindermoft troops to be cut in pie-

ces. Neverthelefs, as he was almoil the only perfon of

this opinion, and the emperor's troops had at that ve-

ry moment made a motion, as if they would march

towards Tournay, it was refolved, by a majority of

voices to pafs over the river ; but the emperor's army

wheeling about, and falling at once upon the body

commanded by the vifcount de Melun, fully juftified

the foundnefs of Guerin's judgment. The king faw

plainly, there was no avoiding an engagement; fo the

van was immediately ordered to repafs the river, and

the knight, who aded as marlhal de bataille, drew up

the forces in order of battle, affigning every troop their

proper poll. Superior in capacity to the enemy's ge-

nerals, he contrived to get the fun in his back, which

darting in the enemy's eyes, afforded him the fame ad-

vantage, efpeciaily in the heat of the dogdays, as

HannTbal had againit the Romans at the battle of

Cannae. The monk Rigord, the king's chaplain and

phyfician, who in this battle kept always near his

maimer's perfon, fays, " That he faw tlie hofpitaller

Guerin, after having ranged the army in Battalia,

ride among the ranks, pafs along the fquadrons and

battalions, and exhort every one to fight bravely

" for the defence of their king and country." He
U 2. adds.
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adds, " That tliis illuflrious knight, after the fignal
ot battle was given, on account of his eledion to the

bi(hoprickof Senlis, would not engage among the
*| combatants, but contented himlelfwith giving his
'* orders, and direding the difrerent brigades of the

army to be led on at the time there was occafion
** for them."

.
There was fcarce ever a battle in France difputed

for fo long a time; all clofed in together, and fought
U'ith eciual fury ; the king performed prodigies of va-
lour

; ii.Y fcore French gentlemen were killed by his
fide

; and lie himfclf had like to have been lolt ; he
received a ibcke of a lance in his throat; his horfe
was flain under him, himfelf trampled under the horf-
e.;*feet ^ two fingle gentlemen, Monticrnv and Triftan,
to fave their mailer, made iiim a rampart with their
bodies, and fuftained all the efforts of the enemy ; the
king leaps upon Triilan's horfe ; and putting himfelf
at the head of a body of his gentry that had jull come
to his fuccour, chaiges the enemy afrefh, and breaks
through a fquadron of Germans that made head a-
gamil him ; nothing is able to ftand againft the fury
of the French, who, before the eyes of their prince,
and breathing vengeance for the danger he had run,
make a terrible {laughter. They pufh on; they pierce
even to the perfon of the emperor, who was in the
centre of that fquadron. De Trie gives him a thruft
with his lance, which makes his cuirafs ufelefs ; Mau-
voifm fcizes the bridle of his horfe, and the young
count of Bar, v/hofe father as count Luxemburg,
was in the army of allies, feizes the emperor by the
neck : Desbnrres fenefchal ofAnjou coming up, takes
him by the middle to pull him off his horfe; all of
them ambitious of the honour of taking an emperor
prifoner

: but the Germans coming up in flioals to his
fuccour, drive off the French, open him a way tore-
treat; and that prince mounting a frefh horfe, ftill llun-
ned with the danger he had been in, without any re-
gard to his glory, betakes himfelf to fiight. The king
feeing him gallop off, could not help faying with a

fmile.
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fmile, to the lords about him, *' My friends, you'll

" fee nothing more of him to-day but his back."

Th e emperor, by his flight, carried off moft of the

troops ; thofe whom their courage Hill kept in the

field, and who refolved to difpute a vidlory already

loft, were cut in pieces. The counts of Flan-

ders, Boulogne and Salisbury, Euftace of Hain- i 2
1
4.

ault, an hofpitaller of St, John, Hugh Manges
prefident of the emperor's council, and thirty lords

bannerets, were taken prifoners. Otho, defpifed by the

Germans, abdicated afterwards the empire. The king

of England, odious to his fubjecfts, paiTed the reft of

his days in a civil war ; and the vi6lory of Bovines,

fo exceeding glorious to Philip, reftored peace and
tranquillity over all Europe.

The pope, to improve the prefent calm, and en-

gage the princes of the weft in a common league a-

gainft the infidels, called a general council at Rome,
in the church of Lateran. This was the tVv'clfth oecu-

menical one, and the fourth of Lateran. There
were prefent at it four hundred and twelve bi- 121^.
fhops, including two patriarchs ^, and feventy

one primates or metropolitans. There came thither

embaffadors from Frederic II. king of Sicily, empe-
ror ele<5l: oi Germany, from Henf}* emperor of Con-
ftantinople, from the kings of France, England, Hun-
gary, Jerufalem, Cyprus and Arragon. The pope 0-

pened the council with a very moving difcourfe, con-

cerning the lofs of the Holy Land, and the obligati-

ons that all Chriftians were under of endeavouring to

deliver it from the yoke of the inf.dels. " That land,
" fays he, which was watered with the blood cf our
" divine faviour, is profaned, and the place where

the fon of God was adored, is become a temple of
the devil ; what a fcandal and reproach is it, that

the fon of Hagar Ihould keep the mother of all the

faithful in bondage .'' We muft break her chains,

my deareft brethren. I am ready to put ni^-felf at

your head : I give up myfelf entirely to yo\jr dif-

U 3
<* pofal;

- Matt. Paris^ ad. an. 1213,

n
n



234 Mijory of the Knights of Ma lt a .

** pofal ; ready, if you think it proper, to go myfelf
" to kings, princes and people •, to try if I can, by the
•* force of my cries, engage them to take arms, and
** revenge the injuries done to the faviour ofmankind,
*' who is now chafed^out of the land which he pur-
" chafed with his blood, and in which he accomplifh-
" ed the myfteries of our redemption."

His difcourfe drew tears from the whole afTembly.
The princes and lords that were prefent, agreed unani-
moully to put on the crofs ; and the fathers of the
council made a particular decree, by which they fix-

ed the rendezvous of the crufade on June i. A. D.
1217. " Then, fays the council, fuch as will pafs

by fea ihall aifemble at MefTma or Brundufmm,
and the land armies fhall begin their march the

** fame day."

The biihops, after breaking up, preached the
crufade in their diocefes, with great zeal and fuc-

cefs. The emperor Frederic, Andrew king of Hun-
gary, Leopold duke of Auftria, Louis duke of Bava-
jia, and an infinite number of princes and prelates,

French, Hungarians, Dutch, Frieflanders and Nor-
wegians, put on the crofs: but every one, at taking

the badge of his engagement, referved to himfelfthe
right of fixing the time of his departure for the Holy
Land, and his rtay in it, which he regulated according

to the ftate of his health, or fituation of his affairs.

Thus the emperor, whom they thought obliged to put
himfelf at the head of the firft body of the crufade,

was hindered by the troubles of Italy; and befides,

he had not yet received the crown of the empire at

Rome ; a ceremony which the popes of thofe times

had forced the princes that were elected emperors to

fubmit to.

Andrew, king of Hungary, Avas the firft that (tt

out for the fuccour of the Holy Land, at the

1216. head of an army compofed of different nations.

He was a prince highly valuable for his piety,

and an extraordinary zeal for the adminiftration of
jufbce.

• <^onc. Lat. 4. Sermo prim.
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juftice. He inarched his army by land as far as Ve-
nice, where he embarked for Conftantinople. This
prince, before he left his dominions, received a letter

from pope Honorius TIL who, two years before, had
fucceeded Innocent III. That pontiff exhorted him
to undertake nothing in the war againll the infidels,

without the knowledge and advice of the grand mafter
of the hofpitallers. The king, in anfwer to this, told

him, that he was fo well fatisfied of the grand mafter's

valour and capacity, that he had wrote to him alrea-

dy agreeable to his holinefs's fentiments, and hadde-
fired him to meet him in the ifle of Cyprus, about
the feaft of our lady in September, as well to

<;,

confer togetheruponmeafures relating to the ^^ *

campaign, as to take the benefit of the grand mailer's

fquadron, for his fecurer arrival in the port of St.

John d'Acre. Thefe circumftances we learn from the

very brief which this pope fent to the grand mafter,

and the whole order of the hofpitallers, exhorting
them in the moft preiTing terms, to give the king of
Hungary, the duke of Auftin, and all the leaders of
the army, their advice, and the fuccour they mi<^ht

fland in need of.

The king of Hungary, before he pafled the Bof-
phorus, was obliged to ftay fome time at Conftanti-

nople, to wait the arrival of the Italians that engao-ed

in the crufade, who were daily expeded. During his

abode in that great city, there happened in his domi-
nions and in his own houfe, a fatal accident, which
Ihortened that prince's ftay in the eaft, and made him
lefs ferviceable to the Latin Chriftians of Paleftine.

His majefty, when he was leaving his own territories,

committed the regency of them to the palatine of the

kingdom, named Bancbannus, whofe zeal and fideli-

ty he had long experienced : he recommended to him
at parting, to preferve peace with the princes his

neighbours, and particularly to adminifter exadl ju-

ftice to all his fubje6ls, without regard to the birth or
dignity of any perfon whatfoever. The palatine, dur-
ing the king's abfence, omitted nothing to make a

fuitable
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fuitable return to the confidence he was honoured
with J and whilft he was entirely taken up with the

afiairs of ftate, his wife, a lady of admirable beauty,

endeavoured, by her conllant attendcince about the

queen, to divert the melancholy which the abfence of
the king her husband might oecafion.

Sl'oi was the fituation of the court of Hungary
when the count of Moravia arrived at it. He was ihc

queen's brother, and fhe loved him tenderly. Nothing
was to be feen at firft, but feails and diverfions ; bu:

in the fequel, the flattering poifon of love crept in a-

Hione thefe innocent amulements. The count of Mo-
ravia became defperatcly enamoured with the regent's

wife, and had the afiurance to declare his paflion to

her. The lady, who was yet more virtuous than fhe

was beautiful, anfvvered him only by the fternnefs of

her looks. Refiftance produced its ufual efFeft, and the

criminal defires of th€ count became thereupon but

the more violent. His paffion, which was gaining

ground continually, threw him at laft into a deep me-
lancholy : he cared no more for plays, divcrfion?,

fhows, and all thofe vain amulements, with which the

great world fo ferioufly idle away their time : Soli-

tude was his only pleafure ; but the queen, out of a

complaifance natural to women for this fort of mala-

dy, to wean her brother from fo lonefome a way of

life, made ufe of various pretences to keep the re-

(rent's wife about her, or to fend for her whenever

fhe removed from the palace. The lady eafily faw

through the dishonourable motives of this feeming

fondnefs, and, to avoid all converfation with the

count, feigned herfelf for fome time to be ill ; but

that pretence being over, and her own birth, as well

as her husband's quality, not allowing her to be ab-

fent any longer from court, flie returned to the pa-

lace. The count, for fear of difobliging her, dif-

fembled his fentiments, and a behaviour full of refpeft

fucceeded in appearance to the violence and extrava-

gance of his paihon.

X H E
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The regent's wife, encouraged by this difcreet

condud:, continued going to court* ; when the queen-,

under pretence of talking to her in private, led her

into a by-place of her apartment, where Abutting her

in, fhe abandoned her to the criminal defires of her

brother, who, by concert with the queen, was hid in

the clofet. The rcp-ent's wife went thence with con-

fufion in her looks, and refentment in her heart ; fhe

irnrnured herfelf in her houfe, where fhe did nothing

but bewail in private the count's villainy and her own
difnonour. But the regent being one day about to

take his place in her bed, the fecret broke from her,

and carried away by the excefs of her anguifh, "Don't
come near me, fir, fays fiie, fhedding at the fame
time .1 torrent of tears, but quit a wife that is no

" more worthy of the chafle embraces of her husband;
** a wild wretch has violated your bed ; and the
*' queen his fifter was not afhamed to betray and de •

** liver me up to his violence. I had before now ta-

" ken vengeance on myfelf for their crime, ifreligion

had not reilirained me from making away with my-
felf But that prohibition of the law does not re-

*' gafd an injured husband : I am too criminal, fince

*' I am deflowered : I ask my death of you as a fa-

*' vour, to keep me from furviving my fhame and my
" dilTionour."

The regent, though in the height of afflidion, and

in all the fury of refentment, told her, " That an in-

*' voluntary fault was rather a misfortune than a crime,

" and that the violence done to her body did not ful-

ly the purity of her foul ; that he begged of her to

be eafy, or at leaft to take care to conceal the oc-

" cafion of her forrow. A common interefb, adds he,

obliges us both to diifemble fo horrible an outrage,

till we can revenge it in a manner fuitable to the

enormity of the offence."

His defign was to make the count feel the firfl ef-

fedls ofit ; but hearing that he was gone away private -

\y to return into his own country, the regent, enraged

that

* Fionfin. Dec. i. p. 279,

€1
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that his viftim was efcaped, turned all his refentment

againft the queen herfelf. He went to the palace, and
pefuaded the queen to go into her clofet, under pre-

tence of Ihovving her fome letters, which he faid he
had juft received from the king. As foon as he faw
himfelf" alone witli her, after reproaching her with the

criminal correfpondcnce flie had held with the count,

and her treachery to his wife, the furious palatine

plunged his dagger in her heart ; and going out cf the

cabmet in a rage, he publickly before the whole
court proclaimed his Ihame and his vengeance.

Whether it wa^ furprize or refpetft that hindred
them, no body oiFered to meddle with him ; he
mounted his horfe without any obitacle j and taking

fome noblemen with him, who had been witnefl'es of
this fatal cataftrophe, he fet out for Conftantinople,

where he arrived before the king left that city. He
went immediately to the palace where that prince

dwelt, and prefenting himfelf before him, with an in-

trepidity hardly to be paralleled, *' Sir, fays he to
** him, when I received your laft orders at your ieav-

" ing Hungary, you recommended to me, in a par-

ticular manner, to do exa<^ juftice to all your ful>-

jeds, without regard to any one's rank or conditi-

on : I have done it fo to myfelf j I have killed the

queen your wife, who had proiiituted mine ; and,,

far from feeking my fafety in an unworthy flight,

I here bring you my head j difpofe as you plcafe of
my life ; but remember, that it is either by my
life or death that your fubjeds will judge of your
equity, and whether I am guilty or innocent."

The king heard this furprifing difcourfe without in-

terrupting him, and even without changing colour

;

and when the regent had ended, " If the cafe be as

you fay, replies the prince to him, return into

Hungary, continue to adminifter juftice to my fub-

jed:s, with as much exadnefs and feverity as you
have done it to yourfelf : I fhall ilay a fhort while

in the Holy Land, and at my return I will examine

C(
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<* upon the fpot whether your adion deferv^s com-
*' mendation or punifhment."

Thus Bonfinius, the hiftorian of Hungary, relates

the fa6l : but Duglos, commonly called Longinus,

pretends, that the death of that princefs was caufed by
a confpiracy of fome Hungarian lords, who were in-

cenfed at the queen for bringing fome German princes,

her relations, to court, and giving them the principal

polls of the kingdom. There are other authors too,

who maintain, that this princefs died before the king

her husband quitted Hungary to go to the Holy Land.
Be that as it will, his majefty embarked foon af-

ter, and arrived without any obftacle in the ifland of
Cyprus. He found there the grand mafter of the hofpi-

tallers of St. John, with the principal officers of his

order ; and after conferring with them about the flate

of affairs in the eaft, he put to fea again with Hugh
de Lufignan king of the ifland. They had a profperous

voyage ; and, without meeting with anyoppofition from
the infidels in their paffage, the whole ChriAian fleet

arrived in the port of St. John d'Acre. The king of
Hungary, on his landing, would not lodge in the palace

of the king of Jerufalem, which was made ready for

him, either to prevent anydifpute about the ceremo-
nial among the feveral princes then at Acre, or be-

caufe the fatal death of the queen, and the tragical

circumfl:ances that attended it, were true, as Bonfini-

us pretends, and the crime flie was accufed of, the

vengeance that one of his fubjefts had dared to take

of it, and the doubt he was tormented with by fits as

to the queen's guilt and the regent's fidelity ; all this

had thrown him into a deep melancholy. He retired

to the hofpitallers, and near the grand mafter, whofe
pious and folid difcourfes were more agreeable to the

temper of his mind. There is no defcribing the reli-

gious fentiments which that prince felt in feeing the

charity pradifed in that holy houfe with regard to the

poor and pilgrims : and what encreafed his furprize

and admiration, was to fee thofe knights fo fierce and
dreadful, when armed in the field, become like other

men
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men In their houfe, and employ themfclves, in virtue

of their obedience, in all the moll humbling ofHces a-

bout the poor and fick.

The king ofHungary would needs vifitat the fame

time the towns of Margat and Carac, which the hof-

pitallers v/ereflill mailers of: he found there the fame

regularity and difcipline, as in the principal houfe of

St. John d'Acre, i. e. hefaw there a number of holy

friars and brave foldiers, all inflamed with zeal for

the conqucrt of the holy places. There is indeed no

reproaching thcfe military friars with any thing, but a

little too much nicencfs in regard to the templars, up-

on what the men of the world call the point of ho-

nour.

This prince defired to be admitted into the order

as a brother, that fo he might partake in the

I 21 8. good works of the hofpitallers •. He gave feven

hundred merks of filver to the order for ever,

to be levied every year upon the fait works of Saloch

in Hungar)-^; and as the kniglits of Carac were conti-

nually in a<5lion againft the infidels, he ftipulated ex-

prefsly in the deed of his grant, that of thefe {tvQ.n

liundred merks, fi.xty of them fliould be applied to the

particular occafions of Raimond de Pigna, governor

of the fortrefs of Carac, and his fuccefibrs in the fame

government. The inftrument of this endov/ment is

flill fubfifting in the archives of the Vatican ; and there

is an extradl given of it in Rainaldi's continuation of

Baronius.

We fee there the atteftation that this prince gives to

the merit and virtue of thefe knights ;
** Lodging, fays

*' he, in their houfe, J have feen thcni feed every day an
*' innumerable multitude of poor, the ficklaid in good
** beds, and treated with great care, the dying aflifted

*' with an exemplary piety, and the dead buried with
** proper decency. In a word, continues that prince,

*' the knights of St. John arc employed, fometimes
" like Mary in contemplation, and fometimes like

" Martha
=* Re£. Ilcnorlus III. t. i. f, 27v'>. Rain. t. 13. num. 16. p.

50.
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«* Martha in adlion ; and this noble militia confecrate

" their days either in their infirmities, or clfe in en-
<« gagements againft the infidel Amalekites and the

" enemies of the crofs." It is thus that the king of

Hungary fpeaks of them'.

That prince having advice thatCoradine fultan of

Damafcus, and fon to Safadine, had taken the field,

in order to befiege St. John d'Acre, drew immediate-

ly out of the town, and advanced towards the enemy
with the kings of Jerufalem and Cyprus, and the two
grand maftcrs of the hofpitallers and templars, the

mailer of the Teutonic order, and all the troops that

were in the place. The infidels, furprized at fo ex-

peditious an armament, and the boldnefs with which
the Chriflians marched againft them, entrenched them-
felves with care : feveral of their parties however that

went out a foraging were cut in pieces. Coradine did

not think it advifable in this jundlure, to come to a

decifive engagement againft an array that had three

kings at its head, but: retired into his ov/n territories.

The Chriftians purfued him for fome time, ravaged
his frontier in their turn, and then, as winter was
coming on, they feparated. The king of Cyprus v/ent

to Tripoli, where he fell fick and died, a little after

Ke quitted the army. The king of Hungary, before

he left Paleftine, bathed himfelf with all his troops in

the river Jordan, on St. Martin's eve \ a religious ce-

remony ufed out of devotion by pilgrims, when they
were not hindered by the Turks and Sarazens. In
fine, this prince, after having fpent three months in

Paleftine to perform his vow, being prefted by the re-

membrance of the misfortunes that had fmce his ab-
VoL. I. X fence
• Nee immerito cum illlc hofpitati videremus innnmerum paa-

perum ca;tum diurno paftu quotidic fuftentari, feflos languidoj'im
artus leftiftcrniis, variifque ciborum copiis refici, mortuorum cor-
pora cum debita veneratione fepeliri, ut in genere fingulorum re-
feramus qus per fingula generum enarrare non pofTumus, ut
Mar;am et Martham, facratiflimum faepe ditlas domus hofpitalis
collegium, nunc variis fincere contemplationibus, nunc cont-aDei
adverfarios, et hoftes Crucis Ch:ifti, adverfus etiam Amalec, in-
cefTabili pcrfedlae militias confliftu, dc die in-dicm dimicarc. Rai-
naldus, t. 13. n. 16. p. 280.
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fence happened in his kingdom, fet out upon his re-

turn thither. All the inftanccs that the patriarch of
Jerufalem could make him, nay, the terrors of ex-

communication which that prelate thundered out a-

gainft him, could not keep liim longer in the Holy-

Land ; and after a long voyage, and various dangers,

he arrived fafe in hi:> dominions. His firll care upon
his return was to have the affair of Bancbannus tried

before him ; and after hearing the witnefTes himfelf,

and examing the various circumftances of that unhap-

py affair, he was equitable enough to declare the re-

gent acquitted of the queen's death.

The king of Jerufalem, the duke of Auflria, and
tlie hofpitallers, after his departure, advanced into

tlie enemy's country, and refortified the caflle ofCa;fa-

rea, whilll the templars and Teutonic knights on the

other hand built, or rather repaired a fortrefs, fituate

on an eminence adjoining, which was called the caflle

of the pilgrims, Thcfe two places covered St. John
d'Acre, and ferved at the fame time to extend their

contributions upon lands at that time in the hands of

the iniidels.

After this expedition, the king, the duke of Au-
ftria, and the two grand mafters, and the mafler of

the Teutonics, returned to St. John d'Acre, where

arrived about the fame time a confiderable fleet of
Germans, Frieflanders and Dutch, commanded by
William I. count of Holland, a fuccour which very

feafonably fupplied the place of that which they had
juft loft by the precipitate departure of the king of

Hungaiy.
The king of Jerufalem, feeing himfelf fuftained by

thefe troops of the crufade, and having advice that

they were likevvays preparing a new army in moft of

the ports of Italy, refohed to carry the war into

Egypt, thereby to oblige the infidels to abandon Pa-

leltine ; and in a great council held, at which were

prefent the king, the duke of Aufbia, the grand

mafters and the bifhops, it was agreed to befiege Da-
miata, the moft regular fortification of that kingdom.

This
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This refolution being taken, they embarked their troops

at the latter end of May, and fet fail* The Chriilian

army in three days time landed in Egypt, and made
their defcent without any oppolition in a place fituat-

ed weftward of Damiata, and feparated from it only

by an arm of t^e Nile.

The Chriftians at firft met with no refinance, but

in a large tower or caflle, fortified as well as

art could make it at that time, built in the 1218.
middle of that arm of the Nile, and bravely

defended by the garrifon. IVly defign is not to enter

into the detail of all that palled at the attack of this

advanced work, which covered the town of Damiata :

I ihall only obferve, after Matthew Paris, that the

knights of St. John on this occanon fupportjd their

ordinary reputation. Thefe warlike friars, tying two
Ihips together to make them fteddicr, advance boldly

to the wall, clap ladders to it, mount through the

midft of the fire works, javelins and Hones, and with-
OLit being daunted at the fdl of their companions, pufh
on to gain the top of the rampart. But the mad of
one of the ihips failing, the ladders broke, and moil
of the knights falling into the water, being encumbered
with the weight of their armour, v/ere drowned*. The
lofs of thefe brave foldjers did not cool the courage of
their companions of the order and the crufade ,• they
renewed the fcalado feveral times, but ftill without
fuccefs, till the Germans at laft clapping a new in-

vented machine to the walls, made themielves by that

means mailers of the tower, the taking of which o-
pened a way for attacking the place.

The fultan forefccing that the lofs of this advanced
work would drav/ after it that of Damiata, is faid to

have died of grief The Latin hiflorians call this lul-

tan by the name of Safadine; but the Arabians give
him that of Melic-cl-adel-Aboubcker fon of Job: he,

had fifteen fons, and fome time before his death had
X 2 divided

' Hofpitalarlorum, proh dolor! fcala confra£ta, fimlli modo
cum ir.alo cecidit, et milites ftrenuos, et alios armatos^ Nilumde-
jnerfit. Matt. Paris, ad an. 12 18. t. a. p. 301.
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divided his dominions between the fix eldeft. iVIelic-

el-C.imel, the eldert of all, had Egypt, and Coradine

Syria :, Hnran, a town of Mefopotamia, was Achrof's

liiarc, and Boftra in Arabia, that of Salech" Ifmael

;

the two next had likcways fome towns for their pord-

on. The nine others continued in thefe territories,

under the power of their elder brothers; and, to pro-

vide for their fubfillence, Safadine fettled two of

them injerufalem, where they enjoyed the ti'ibute that

the wcAern Chriftians paid at the gates of the city ;

two others difcharged the fame office at Mecca, and

enjoyed likcways the revenues arifing from the oiFer-

ingj of the Mahometan pilgrims, who flocked thither

in great numbers from Afia and Africa ; and as for the

five laft, they had in all probability fome penfions af-

figncd them laitablc to their birth and rank in the

Ihte.

The Cliriilians in the mean while continued the

jGege ofDamiata with great vigour, and received about

that t:me new fuccours from the wert. A crulade com-

pofed of Italians, French, Germans and Englilh, ar-

rived in Egypt, and joined the camp. The pope had

pot cardinal d'Albano at the head of this army, as le-

gate of the holy fee, a prelate proud and haughty,

felf-conceited, and one who would always have his

own opinion carry it in the council of war, before

even the fentiments of the king and his generals, as if

die pope, with the bulls of his legation, had given a

cardinal the talents neceflary to form a great captain.

The fultan of Egypt on the other hand called in hi^

brcther the fultan of Syria to his fuccour, a prince

that loved war, and managed it with fuccefs, but cru •

el, bloody, and the only one of all the children of Sa-

fadine that refembled him moll, as well in his vices

as his valour.

The young fultan, befides the army which he

commanded in perlbn, made likeways new levies,

and before he fet out for Egypt, demolifhed the forti-

fications of Jerufalem, and leveled the walls, defign-

cd thereby either to Ibcngthen his army with the gar-

rifon
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rifon of the place, or to prevent the Chriftians, who
he apprehended, if they took Damiata, would return

into Paleftine, and fortify themfelves in the capital,

which was the great aim of all their enterprizes.

This prince in a march of twenty days crofT^d the

deferts which divide that kingdom from Egypt,

and joined fultan Camel his eldell brother, v/ho was
advanced to meet him. After this jun6lion they dr^w
near the Chriftian camp, in order to force them to

raifc the fiege. The befieged were every day making
Tallies with all their forces, and the befiegers were at

the fame time obliged to fuftain the attacks of the two
fultans, who tried all manner of ways to throw fuc-

cours into the place.

The Englifh hiftorlan, whom I cited above, tells

us, that the three military orders * were in a manner
the only perfons v/ho were able to make head on
all fides againft the enemy, and v/ere, as he fays, like

a wall of brafs, to Ihield the reft of the foldiery on all

occalions ; that the hofpitallers in particular, behaved
always with extraordinary valour; that in the laft fal-

ly before the place was taken, the marfnal of the order

was killed at the head of his company; that many of
the knights had the fame fate, and that fomc were ta-

ken prifoners.

The fultan feeing with pain, that he could not car-

ry his point, and caufe the fiege to be railed , for the
obtaining a peace, and to fave Damiata, the key of
his kingdom, he offered the Chriftians to reftore them
the true crofs that was taken at the battle of Tiberias,

to deliver up the city of Jerufalem, and even advance
the money neceffary to rebuild the wal's, and repair
the fortifications. He offered too the caftle ofThcron,
and ibme other places, but infilled on keepin?^ Carac

X 3 and
* Rex vevu Jerufalem, cum tcmplaril?, etdomo Teutonic rum',

ct hofpitalis fanfti Joh.innis, imp'jti m pa.'anorum fuftinu^runr
et pro rr-uro fucrunt fugientibus, qiiotJes ilias fuas l-'uces'oftem'c-

tant. Matt. Paris in Hcnr. III. aj an. i. ig.
Ternplarii triginta ties capii lunt, vel intciledli, cum maiefchal-

lo hofpitalis fundi Joanni?:,et fratr^busquibufdamejufdtm domus>
Iclea>. torn. p. z. 306.
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and Montreal, two fortrefles fituated on the edge of
Arabia, from whence the Chriftian garrifons in their

excurfions had often carried off the caravans that

were going out of devotion to Mecca ; and this prince,

who was religious in his way, according to the

principles of his fedt, chofe rather to fubjed himfelf

to an annual tribute, than reftore two places, the fol-

diers of which might dillurb the Mahometans in the

excercife of tliat pnrt of their religion.

From the little we know of the charat^er and man-
ners of thefe different nations it is plain, that we can't

confidcr thefe wars, which lafted fo long, under any-

Other notion than as religious wars, and this in regard

of the infidels as well as the Chriftians, both making
it a part of their worfhip, to vifit at leaft once in their

life, the tomb of the author of their religion. The
popes and caliphs equally annexed fpiritual recom-

pences to thofe pious voyages ; and if there came
ihoals ofChriftian pilgrims from the weft to Jerufalem,

Mecca drew at leaft as many Mufulmen from Afia and
Africa, error cloaking itfelf with the fame motives

as truth.

This was the reafon which induced the fultan to

keep the caftles of Carac and Montreal: iaving

1219. this article, that prince wifhed with paffion to

fee the fiege of Damiata raifed. The king of

Jerufalem for his part was of opinion to accept of con-

ditions that anfwered all the wilhes and defires of the

crufade ; but the legate, who affumed an unlimited

authority in tlie army, maintained, that the fultan's

propofals ought to be rejected, and that the critical

moment was come for making an entire conqueft of

Eaypt, the fate of which would determine that of the

king cf Jerufalem. The imperious legate's fentiment

prevailed in the council of war over that of the king

of Jerufalem, who vexed to find that he was not ma-

iler of his own troops, under pretence of fetching new
reinforcements, retired to St. John d'Acre. The fuc-

cefs ncverthclefs feemed at firft to juftify the legate's

advice ; Damiita was carried in an attack made by

nigtt,



GuERlN DE MONTAIGU Grand Mafter. 2^7

night, or rather was taken for want ofmen to defend

it ; the inhabitants and foldiers being all defh-oyed,

either in engagements, or by famine and want of pro-

vifions, above fourfcore thoufand men having died in

the place during the fiege. The Chriftians entering the

town found every where a difmal folitude, and the

few inhabitants they met with in feme hcufes had llaid

there only becaufe they were fo weak, that they had
not ftrength to get out of doors. Cardinal James de
Vitri, who was at this fiege, bought a good number
offucking children, defigning to have them baptized ;

but above five hundred of them, he fays, died foon af-

ter, in all probability of the famine which they and
their mothers had fuffered.

The legate, proud of this good fuccefs, and feeing

himfelf abfolute mafter of the army, made
them advance into the heart of Egypt, con- izzo,
trary to the advice of all the chiefs, and en-

o-aged between the branches of the Nile- The fultan

opening the fluices, and cutting the banks of the river,

it overflowed the place where the Chriftians were en-

camped: they then found themfelves fhut up in an illand,

with as little ability to fubfift there as to get out of it^

this firft misfortune was,foon fucceeded by a famine;

and the army being ready to ftarve, was forced to

make a truce of eight days with the iniidels. To get

bread to eat, and liberty to retire, they were obliged

to quit Damiata, and deliver up all the Haves and
prifoners that were at Acre andTyre.The Sarazens on
their part engaged to reftore the true crofs, and all the

captives they had at Babylon in Egypt, or Grand Cairo

and Damafcus, to condud the army to a place of fafe-

ty, and fupply them with provifions in their retreat.

Every thing was executed punftually on both fides,

except the rellititution of the true crofs, which the in-

fidels in all probability had loft. The Chriftian army
difperfed after this accident, and the legate's prefump-

tion hindered the king of Jerufalem from recovering

his kingdom.
Yet
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Yet as in public misfortunes every one labours to

vindicate himfelf at the expence ofothers, the private

enemies of the knights of St. John and the templars,

accufed them to pope Honorius HI. of having divert-

ed to their own profit the vaft fums that were remitted

out of Europe into Palcftine, for the expences of llie

crufade, and the fubfiftence of the army. This ca-

lumny having fpread thro' moft countries of Chriflen-

doni, the pope thought himfelf obliged to examine

into it, and wrote upon that occafion to the legatj, the

patriarch, and chief leaders of the army. Public and

private informations were giv^n in, but they ended

only in the confufion of- the flanderers. The legate, the

patriarch, and the principal officers of the army,

wrote back to the fovercign pontiff, that they heard

with grief the abominable calumny with which fome

had endeavoured to blacken the reputation of the mi-

litary orders; that they themfelves were witnefTes to

the contrary ; and that thefe generous knights had

fpcnt the revenues of the two houfes, and exhaulled

their fubllance to fupply the expence of tlie fiege ;

that the order of St. John alone had advanced above

eight thoufand byzantines ; that they had loll abun-

dance of their knights, and that purfuant to the fpirit

of their inflitution, they had prodigally thrown away

their lives and fortunes in the defence of the Chrifli-

ans. The pope being acquainted with the truth of

the matter, to do the knights the jutHce that was ow-

ing to them, ordered' the legate himfelf to proclaim

their innocence in his name: and this pontitF wrote at

the fame time to the bifhops of France, England and

Sicily, to take care in their feveral diocefles to extin-

guiih fo black a calumny. " We will, and require

** you, adds the pope •, to honour, love and cherifh

*' them, as the noblell defenders of chrirtianity."

i HERE
•Volnmus et praecipiirms, ut cos tanquam vcros Chrirti athletas

et priccipuos Chriil:ana; fi.lci liefcufores lludcatis honoiare, dili-

gcre ac fovcrc, errum fuper hoc dcclarantes innoccntiam, ct fidei

virtutcs conftanti.-.m p.rcdicantes. In anbUoVaiUanOftx rcgijirt

Ilcnorii III. Urn. r.fcl. 30.
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There could be no furer proof given at that tinre

of the purity of a perfon's faith, and his adherence to

the holy fee, than by taking the habit of one of the

military orders ; feveral princes themfelres, and many
of the greatell lords would die, and be buried with,

the crofs. 'Twas with this view that Raimond count

of Tholoufe and marquefs of Provence took the habit.

'Tis well known, that this prmce, one of the greateft

and moft powerful feodatories of the crown of France,

was fufpefted of having caufed a legate of the pope's

to be dilpatched, and of favouring the Albigenfes,

and on that account was joined in an excommunicati-

on pronounced againll thefe heretics his fubjefts,

and in confequence thereof, deprived of the greatell

part of his dominions. There was nothing of lo mor-
tifying and humbling a nature in canonical penances

but he fubmitted to it, in order to get free fjom that

fatal cenfure; but thofe who had fhared in the fpoil,

kept the doors of the church always fhut againft him,

for fear of opening him a door into his dominions.

They would willingly have ov.ned him as a catholic,

ifhe could have been brought to renounce the county

of Thouloufe. In fine, that prince, who had fo much
reafon to preferve the dominions which he derived

from his anceilors for young Raimond Ids fon, thought

he fhould find better accefs, and lefs difficulty with

the pope, than with his legates and minifters, and re-

folved to go to Rome. As foon as he arrived there,

he demanded an audience of the pope, which was ea-

fily granted. The pope confidcrmg the birth, the

dignity and age of that prince, received him in full

confiftory. Raimond, after mentioning the greatnefs

of his anceftors, their viitues, and the purity of their

religion, made a confeilion of his faith, and laying his

hand upon his breall, to vouch the truth of his dif-

courfe, he proteiled by all that is dear to a Chriftian,

that he had never departed from the principles of the

faith, nor from the fubmiilion he owed to the vicar of

Jefus Chrift. He infilled next on the fhameful pe-

nance which the legates had impofed upon him, and
which
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which he had gone through in the town of St. Giks',
where he was dragged in fight of his fubjefts, with a
halter about his neck, and lafhed in the moft ignomi-
nious manner. He denied abfolutely the murder of the
legate that had been the caufe of it j and concluded
with complaining of Simon de Montferrat, general of
the league againft the Albigenfes, who under the veil
of religion fought only to raife himfclf a great eftate
and poflelTions in Languedoc.

It is faid, that the pope could not refrain from
tears at the relation of this prince's misfortunes, and
that he wrote likeways to the legates in his favour :

but whether they were perfuaded that Raimond was
an heretic in his heart, or whether they only pretend-
ed it, to perpetuate an inquifition, the whole autho-
rity of which was vefted in them, they paid little re-

gard to the pope's orders. This prince, to undeceive
the public at leaft, fome time after his return from
Italy, declared by a public and authentic deed, that,
he obliged himfelf to take the habit and crofs of the
hofpitallers, and thai in cafe he was prevented by
death, his intention was, that they fhould bury him
in the church of the hofpitallers at Tholoufe : there
was not in that age a more authentic mark of perfect

catholicifm.

His hiftorian relates, that from that time this

prince, in imitation of the hofpitallers, fed a certain

number of poor every day, and caufed them to be
cloathed annually. He was feen, fays he, every morn-
irigat the church of Notre-Dame de la Daurade on
his knees, and bare-headed, making long and fervent

prayers ; and in a word, pradifing all the exercifes of"

a true hofpitaller. 'Twas in this difpofition that he
was feized with a fit of an apoplexy. He fent immedi-
ately forjourdain abbot of St. Sernin, to reconcile him
to the church, and give him the facraments, and :it

the fame time the hofpitallers of Tholoufe were made
acquainted with the extremity the prince was redu-

ced to. But when the abbot of St. Sernin arrived, he

had loH his fpeech, yet he lifted up his eyes to heaven

lliS;
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his hands were joined together, he gave all the fipns
of repentance that can- be required of a good Chrifti-
an, and in his looks might be read the fentiments of
his heart. The hofpitallers ofSt. John coming in hafte
threw over him a mantle of the order, which fome
were for pulling oiF, under pretence of the excommu-
nication

; but the count held it fail with his hands,
and devoutly kiiTing the crofs fowed upon the mantle*
he died prefently after; and the abbot of St.
Sernin, frighted as he was with the thunder 1221,
of the Vatican, with which that prince was
ftruck, could not help faying to the ftanders by, " Pray
" to God for him, I believe him faved." He pretend-
ed too to keep his body, becaufe he died in his parilh;
but the young prince would have his father's intenti-
ons obferved. The hofpitallers carried him into their
houfe, which he had chofen for his burial. Yet by
reafon of the excommunication, they duril not bury
him in the church, but put him decently in a coffin
where his skull was found whole in 1630.
France in the year following loft king Philip II.

and the order of the hofpitallers a generous
benefa£lor. This prince falling ill, and find- 1222,
ing himfelfin a weak condition, made his will; July i /
and, among a great number of pious legacies,

beqeathed one hundred thoufand livres to the kino; of
Jerufalem for the defence of the Holy Land, and the
like fum to the hofpitallers of St. John and the tem-
plars*. Brother Guerin or Garin, firft minifter^, who
had fuggefted thefe holy legacies to the king, was
named executor, together with Bartholomew de Roye
chamberlain of France, and brother Aimer treafurer
of the temple. The queen, after the king her huf-
band's death, founded a priory at Corbeil for thirteen

chaplains

* See le miroir Hiflor. 1. 13, c. j^, p. 160.

* Rex Philippus viam univerfae carnisingreditur, relinquens tri'a

millia librarum Parifienfium in fubfidium Terras Sandys, centum
millia in manibus regis Joannis, ct centum millia in manibua
magiftri hofpitalis, ct centum millia in manibus magiftri templi,
Sanut. 1.3. c, 10. p. 210'.
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chaplains of the order of the hofpitallers, upon con-

dition of fa) ing there every day three mafi'es, for the

reft of the foul of that great prince. The foundation

was approved by the grand mafier de Montaigu, and

by the council of th.- ordijr, and confirmed by the buUg

of pope Honorius III.

In the mean time, as the affair of the Holy Land
was at that time the common affair of all

1223. Chriftcndom, a famous aficmbly was held at

Ferentino, in the Campagna di Roma, to

confidcr of fuccours to be fent thither. Pope Hono-
rius III. and the emperor Frederic II. came to Feren-

tino, the one from Rome, and the other from his

kingdom of Sicily ; and from beyond fea arrived John

king of Jerufalem, the patriarch of that city, the le-

gate Peiagius, the bifhop of Bethlehem, Gaerin de

Montaigu grand mafter of the hofpitallers, a com-
mander of the templars, and Herman de Saltza, fourth

mafter of the Teutonic or German knights. The
pope prefild the emperor to perform the promifc he

made when he put on the crofs, of leading in pcrfon a

powerful iuccour to the Holy Land : and to engage

him in the affair, the cmprefs Conftantia his wife be-

ing dead, Herman de Saltza propofed a match be-

tween him and the princefs Yolante, only daughter

and heirefs of the king of Jerufalem. The mafter of

the Teutonics managed this negociation fo skilfully,

that the marriage was agreed on, and the emperor

promifed with an oath to go into Paleftine, in two

years from the next midfummer. He afterwards mar-

ried the princefs, but contrary to his cxprefs promife

given to the king of Jerufalem, of letting him -enjoy

that kingdom for his life, he obliged him, by a forced

abdication, to refign the crown. The pope was me-
diator of this great affair : it was the intereft of thefe

pontiffs to remove the fovereigns of Europe, and efpe-

cially of Italy, as far from their countries as might be.

The emperoj's voyage and refidence in Paleftine rid

him of the prefence of a mighty prince, who would

abate nothing of his fovereign authority j fo finding

his
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his own intereft at Frederic's being at a diftance, and,
to make (o harlh a proceeding appear lefs odious in
the eyes of Brienne, he reprefented co him, that fo po-
tent a prince as Frederic would defend the Holy Land
with more zeal and warmth, and that he would make
much greater efforts if he fought for his own interefts,

than if he was only to defend a crown which he
faw aftually upon another's head, and the fuccelTioii

whereof could not but appear to hi*m at a great di-
llance. John de Brienne gave his confcnt to what he
could not help.

The pope did not fail to notify this new difpofition

to moft of the fovereigns of Europe, that they might
ferve as witnefTes of the emperor's engagements. I'he
late king of Jerufalem, and the grand mafter of the
hofpitallers, travelled afterwards over France, Spain,
England and Germany, to obtain fuccours. France
immediately paid in all the money which Philip Au-
guftus had left by his will for fo holy an expedition

.

Thibaud count of Champagne, and king of Navarre,
who was joined by Peter deDreux, formerly count of
Bretagne, and feveral French lords, Richard earl of
Cornwall, brother to Henry III. king of England,
and a great number of Englilh gentlemen, put on the
crofs; but they fet out for the Holy Land moft ofthem
at different times. The emperor had fent his lieute-
nants before with a good body of troops, till, as he
faid, he could go thither in perfon : But as Paleftine
was then deftitute of the prefence of its king, and
without any chief or fufficient authority, moft of thefe
fuccours became unferviceable through the different
views of the commanders. There was no regular de-
fign formed and purfued; one made a truce with the
infidels, and another broke it, without confidering
the injury that fuch a conduit muft do to the affairs

and reputation ofthe Chriftians. The military orders
too were ftill divided; every one's aim was folely for
himfelf ; and when the grand mafter of the holpital-
lers returned to St. John d'Acre, he found Paleftine
in a manner without any government, and deftitute of
• Vol. L Y that
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that bond fo neccilary in civil fociety, and which
makes all the members join together, to promote the

common good of the ftate.

The count of Tripoli, a £erce and enterprizing

prince, had taken the advantage of his abfence to

leize fcveral caltles, which either belonged to the or-

der, or were in their cuftody. He feizcd likevvays a
houf. of theirs at Tripoli, where he caufed one of the

knights to be firiyed alive, and another that oppofed
thele violences to be flubbed •. The grand mailer, at

his return, demanded fatisfadlion for thefe cruelties

;

but not obtaining it, he wrote to the pope, who uf-

ed his good oflices and rcmonllrances with the count,

but in rain. The fovereign pontiff was obliged at laft

to excomniunic te h:m; but neither was this fufficient

to bring him to a compliance. Then the grand ma-
iler, With the pope's leave, entering the count's terri-

tories at the head of the hofpitallers, the fight of thofe

troops made more impTcfllon on that cruel and favage

prince than all the thunders of the Vatican. Rai-

niond made the order a reafonablc fatisfadlion for the

injuries he had done ihem, and reflored all that he

had ufurped. The grand mailer, at the pope's inllance,

threw likeways part of his troops into Cyprus, on
pretvjnce that the coalls of that ifland were frequently

infcfted by Corfairs : but the true reafon was, to hin-

der at the fame time Raimond prince of Anrioch, who
had married queen Alice, widow of king Hugh, frojii

feizing on that kingdom, to the prejudice of Henry,

who was Hill a minoi^.

The emperor being employed in Lombardy againfl

the rebel towji?, which had entered into a league

1225. to throw off his authority, defired the pope to

difpenfe with his voyage to the Holy Land for

two years longer. The fovereign pontiff granted his

requefl,

Domr.m ipram quam ipfi habent apud Tripolim capicns vio-

Icnter, rabie concitatus diabolica, unum ex ipfis cxcoriari, ct ali-

um, ut dicitur, occidi fecit, pr;eter id quod quibiifdam eoium

crudelircr, et honeftc traftatis damna eis gravia et injurias irro-

pavlt. Rainaldi, torn. 13. iai6. num« 55. $6, ^-j. p. 639 et

1539.

''Sanut 1. 3. c. JO. p, 221.
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requeft, upon the following conditions ithatat the term

of two years, ending in Auguft, he fhould go over ir*'

perfon within that time ; that for the two years fol-

lowing he fhould maintain two thoufand knio;hts

there ; that at three different times he fhould defray

the palfage of two thoufand other knights, with their

equipages, at three horfes a knight; that he Ihould

keep fifty gallies well mann'd in the port of St. John
d'Acre ; that he fhould depofite an hundred thoaiand

ounces of gold for the cxpence of this armament, in

the hands of John de Erienne the patriarch, and the

mafler of the Teutonic order ; and in cafe it (hoald

pleafe God to take him out of the world, before he

could pafs into the Holy Land, or his voyage fhould

be deferred, that then this great fum fhould be difpof-

ed of according to the advice of the grand maft^rr. of

the hofpicallers and templars -, all which conaitions

the emperor lubmitted to, as appears from that prince's

diploma recited by Rainaldi*.

Frederic, having obtan.ed the time he moved for,

employed ic honouraoly in making preparations Use-

able to fo great an enterprize. An hundred gallies

and fifty fhips were fitted out by his orders, m me
poits of the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily; and feve-

ral German princes, with an infinite number oTthe

crufade, repaired to. Brundufium. In the middle of

Auguft, A. D, 1227, that is, within the term n '• d
flipulated v/ith the pope, tlie emperor himfelf embark-
ed with a fleet that carried near forty thouland men:
but after three days fail he fell fick, as did alfo feve-

ral princes and lords of his court, and among the refi-,

the landgrave of HefTe. The landgrave's illnefs grow-
ing dangerous, the phyficians were of opinion, that

Y 2 the

. " Et il no?, quod Dcus avertat, in terra ilia vel citra, ante paf-

fagium inemoratum obJre contigerit, vel alias quacunque de caiifa

foifitan non tranfierimus, rex tt patriarclia, et magiller domus
Teutonicorum, ad laudem et conlilium magiftrorum hofpitalis et

templi, ac aliorum proborum hominum dc terra expendent ean-

dem pecuniam bona fide ficut melius viderint expedite utilitati

Terrs Sandtee, Rain. torn. 13. ad. ann. 1225. num. 4. p. 347.
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rhe land air would be of more benefit to him than
all the remedies of their art^ they thereupon put into

the port of Tarento, where the landgrave died, leav-

ing his wife Elizabeth, daughter of Andrew king of
Hungary, in a flate of widowhood, a princcfs not a-

bove twenty years of age, and of great virtue. The
emperor ei'caped with only fome fits of an ague ; but
pope Gregory IX. (who had juft fucceeded Honorius
[II.) a pontiff that treated foi'ercigns with a high
hand, being perfuaded, notwithftanding the land-
grave's death, that the emperor's illnefs was a mere
pretence, excommunicated him publicly in the great

church of Anagni, where he then was. The love-

reign pontiff ufhored in this folemn ceremony with a
iermon, in which he took for his text thefe words of
the gofpcl, ** It muft needs be that offences come ;'*

and enlarging much upon St. Michael's vidory over
the dragon, he ftll abruptly upon the excommunica-
tion, which he was going to thunder out againll the

emperor. I give this (hort tafte of the pope's ftylc,

becaufe the ftyle oftentimes (hews the genius and cha-

radler of the age. Gregory wrot^ afterwards circular

letters to all the bifliops, to acquaint them with the

jeverity he thought himfelf obliged to ufe with regard

to that prince : he had fixed, fays the pope in that let-

ter, the month of Auguft, A. D. 1227. for the lafl

moment of his departure ; and yet he was fcarce at fea

a few days before, under pretence of ficknefs, he landed

again, and returned to enjoy a lazy life as ufual. The
pontiff, writing in particular to the bifhops of Apulia,

fays, " Since the emperor Frederic negledled his own
falvation, and deferred performing the vow he had
made of going to the Holy Land, we have drawn
againft him the medicinal fword of St. Peter, pub-

lilhing, out of our great tendernefs for him, the fen-

tence of excommunication againfl: him."

The emperor, furprized and provoked at the pope's

condu(ft, fent on his part a public letter, by
1228. way of manifefto, to all the fovereigns ofChri-

ftendom, wherein, after appealing to God for

the reality of the fickiiefs, which had forced him to

put

K
(i

<C
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put afhore, he complains, in very bitter terms, of the

pop3's precipitation, and declared, that he would put

to lea again as foon as he had rjcovered his health.

In the letter that he wrote in particular to the king of

England, v/hich M-ithew x*aris has tranfmitted down
to us, he runs out into invectives agamft the court of

Rome : " The Romans, fays he, are inHamed with
*' fuch a paffion for fcraping money together out of
*' sll the countries of Chriftendom, that after drain-

" ing the revenues of particular churches, they are

** not alhamed to rob even fovereign prmces, and en-
" dea- our to make crowned heads their tributaries.

^ You have yourfelf, fays he to the king of England,
** had a very feniible proof oi this, in the perion of
'* king John your fa:her. You have "-hat of the count
** ofTholoufe, and of fo many o:h^r princes, whofe
** dominions they have laid under interdicts, which
*' they would never take off till they had put on their

" chains, and fubmitted to be flaves What may not
" be faid of the unheard- of exa(5tions which they im-
** pofe upon the clergy, and the open or ppllir.ti-d ufu-

" ries witli which they infeft the whole Chriftian

** world ? And yet, in fpite of thefe notorious rob-
" beries, thefe blood-fuckers would palm the coir- of
** Rome upon us for the church our mother. The
•* fprit and conduft of both Ihew us plainly the dif-

** ference between them. The court of Rome lends it'?

** legates into all quarters, with power to puniOi, luf-

** pend and excommunicate; whereas the true chur'^h,

*' aduated by a fpirit of chari.y, fends ou cher miniikrs
** only to propagate the word of God j the one aims
** at nothing but a maffmg wealth, and gathering where
" fhe has not lowed, but the other h s depohted her
** treafures in holy monafteries, to provide for the

poor and pilgrims ; and yet thefe Romans, unwor-
" fhy of that honcu:able name, without either

courage or nobility, fwelled with a vain opinion of
their lesrning, would fain fet themfelvcs up above
kings and smpcrors. In a word, adds that prince,

** the chiirch was founded upon poverty and fmi^li-

y 3
" city,

«
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** c'ty, and no body can lay any other foundat'on
" than that wliich was laid by Jefus Chrift hhnfelf,

*' who is the corner ftone, as well as architcft tliere-

« of«."

Though there is no excufing the rough language

that runs throughout this letter, yet it is certain, that

the popes often made ule of this pretext of the cru-

fades, to keep princes and their fubjcfls in a depen-

dence on the court of Rome : nor is it lefs true, that

moft fovereigns, on the other hand, were not forry to

fee the dukes, counts, and other great vafTals of their

crowns, go abroad on thefe remote expeditions, and,

by their abftnce, which was often followed by their

death, leave them a more abfolute authority in their

dominons. Thus did intercft and ambition make their

advantage of a pious inllitution, which was originally

defigned only to deliver the churches of the call from

the t)Tanny of the infidels.

In the mean time tlie two grand mafters of the hof-

pitallers and templars, and moil of the prelates of Pa-

lefline, wrote to the pope, acquainting him with the

miferable and calamitous llato to which they were re-

duced, by the emperor's not arriving in Auguft. The
militia of the crulade, fay they, which were come into

Syria, to the number of near forty thoufand men, are

gone back into the well:, on board the fame fhips that

brought them : there are only about eight hundred

knights that ilay behind, and thefe all demand leave

to return, or infill that we break the truce. A coun-

cil was held upon this occafion; and the duke ofLim-
burg, who commands here for the emperor, was of

opinion to begin the v.'ar again ; but it was argued, that

this would be a dangerous undertaking, with forces fo

much inferior to tliofe of the Sarazens; and that with^

al it was.not very honourable to break a treaty which

had been conHrmed by the moH folemn oaths. Thofe
of

* Sed aliud fundamcrtum nemo poteft p'^r^'^e, pr.xter iliud

fjuod pofitum efi a Domino Je.u, ac ftabihcun*. Mdtt. Paris in

H'jcr. 111. A. D. 12.2%. p. 347. et 348
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of the council, who were of the duke's fentlments, re-

plied, that the pope having in general excommunicat-

ed all fuch of the crufade as did not actually repair to

the Holy Land, though he knew very well, that the

truce was to lafl two years longer, it was plain, that

the vifible head of the church did not expeft that

they (hould keep it. Hereupon they have refclved to

march to Jerufalem ; and in order to come the eaiier

at it, and to facilitate the conquefl of that capital,

they have determined to fecure Cefarea and Jaffa,

the fortifications of which were afterwards to be re-

built.

The letter ended with very prefTmg inflancesfor new
fuccours. The pope inferted a copy of it in one of his

"letters, which he addrefTed to all the Chrifiian world,

bearing date December 23d, i 227 ; from whence it is

no difiicult matter to conchide, that it was his inten-

tion they (hould break the truce that had been made
with ^e infidels.

In the mean time, he continued thundering agalnll

the emperor with more animofity than zeal j

he even excommunicated him afrefh upon 1228.

Maundy Thurfday : but the Roman ba- March 23,

rons, and all the people, fcandalized at the

pope's paflion, and to fee him treat a Chrifiian empe-
ror, and king of the Romans, in fo fliameful a man-
ner, took up arms in his favour.

The pontiff, who faw v/ith pain, that he was not

mailer in the capital of the Chrifiian world, retired

to Perugia with all his court. The emperor was not

fatisfied with only driving him out of Rome. That
prince, cruel and revengeful in his nature, ufed great

feverities towards all whom he thought attaclied to the

pope. The hofpitallers and templars, devoted to the

interefts of the holy fee, fuffered cruel psrfecutions

from the emperor's ofhcers in the dominions that he
poliefled in Italy »; they turned thefe knights, under

various

* Turn etiam quia templarios et hofpitalarlos bonis mobilibus,

ct immobilibus quae habebant in regno, temc re fpolibant Rain,
ad, ann. la.S.
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various pretences, out of the lands which they pcf-cil^

ed, took all from them, even to their very ilaves,

and plundered their hoiifes. The emperor did not

Hop here; but, to make the pope feel the weight of his.

refentnicnt, he fent troops into his territories, who ra-

vaged Marca d'Ancona, and the patrimony of St. Pe-

ter ; and, as if he had a mind to infult the power^of

the keys, he made ufe, in this expedition, of Sarazen

foldiers his fubjedits in Sicily, that their incredulity

might make them proof againil excommunication.

This we learn from a l.tter of the p:)pc's dire(ftcd

to the bifhops of Apulia :
" That we might not feem,

" fays the pontiff", to comj liment men to tlic preju-

** dice of the church's intereft, we have
}
ublicl/ ex-

** communxated the emperor Frederic for not going

" to the Holy Land, or fupplying the money and
** troops he had promifed, and for Gripping the hof-

•' pitalkrs and t.;mjlar.s of their polfeflions in the

*' kingdom of Sicily. We followed this excommuni-
" cation with a general interdift upon all churches,

" where he ihall offer to affJt at divine fervice ; and
*' if, notAvithftanding our juit inhibition, he does af-

** fill th^re, we Ihall proceed anew ngainft him as

** againft a declared heretic. In fine, if he conti-

** nues to defpife the cenfures of the church, we fhall

' ablolve all thole that have fwcrn fidelity to him of
" their oath, particula:ly his fubjcds in Sicily, be-

«* caufe, according to tlie fentiments of pope Urban
*' II. we are not obliged to keep faith with chofe that

" oppofe God and his faints, and defpife their com-
«* mands." A maxim direftly oppofite to that of Je-

fus Chrill, who faid, " That his kingdom was not

*' ofthis world, and that we mull render to Cefar the

** things that be Cefar's."

Yet, whether the emperor feared the confequences

of thefe threats, or was apprehenfive that John de

Brienne, who had made only a forced abdication of

the crown of Jerufalem, might get before him, and

re-eftablifh h.mielf on the throne of Palefline, he re-

solved at laft to fet out upon his voyage thither. But

before
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before he embarked, to hinder the pope from taking

any advantage of his abfence, he v/rote him word,
that he had left full powers with Rinalco duke of Spo-

letto, to make an amicable determination of all diffe-

rences between them. The pope was far from approv-

ing a voyage, thatfeemed to render the excommunica-
tion null ; and therefore wrote back to him, that he
expedled he fhould not crofs the fea as one of the era-

fade, till he was abfolved from the cenfures of the

church. But the emperor, not regarding this prohi-

bition, embarked at Brundufium, and arrived happi-

ly in the port of St. John d'Acre, on September 8th,

A. D. 1228.

The patriarch with his clergy, the two grand ma-
flers of the hofpitallers and templars at the head of
their knights, the magiftrates, and ail the nobility and
gentry then in Acre, went to receive him at landing,

with all the marks of refped: due to his dignity. But
orders coming afterwards from the pope to the patri-

arch, to denounce him publicly excommunicated,
with an exprefs injundlion to the military orders net to

obey him », brother Guerin de Montaigu, grand ma-
fter of the hofpitallers, and the grand mailer of the

templars adling by concert, refafed openly to join the

army, if the emperor gave the word of command in

it^. Though this prince had but eight hundred
horfe, and ten thoufand foot, yet he took the field,

and advanced towards Jaffa, the fortifications of
which they had refolved ihould be rebuilt before they

engaged in the fiege of Jerufalem. The emperor,

beiides thefe troops, was likeways followed by the

Teutonic knights, who, being his fubjedls did not

think themfelves obliged to pay any deference to the

pope's orders. The hofpitallers and templars, though

they

* ProViibentur quoaue hofpitalarii, tempi rii ct Alimanni illi

atteiideie, vel in al quo ob*.d rie. Idem lib. 3. part 1 1- c. 12.

p. 213.

^Chron. de Nangis. ad. an, 1252. ex Spicil. torn. 11. p. 521.
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they would not join the body of the army, followed

at a diflance, for fear the Chriftians fhould fall

1228. into fome amburcade of the Sarazens. The
emperor being vx'iy fenfible how ncceilary their

fuccour was to him, thought it beft to diiTcmble a lit-

tle in fuch a jundiire. He confented to a negotiation;

and altjr levLral expedients had been propofed, it

was ag ed, that, without mentioning the emperor,
the council ofwar Ihould iiTue out orders in the name
of God and Chriilendonj*; and after this precaution,

which the kni.^hts thought themfelves obliged to take,

upon account f the pope's orders, they joined the ar-

my which marched without oppoftlon to Jaffa, and
reilored the fortifications of the place.

After the emperor's departure, Rinaldo moved
for an audience of the pope to treat of peace; but the

pontiff refufed to hear him : fo Rinaldo continued to

make war upon the pope's fubjeds, pillaging the

opLH country, and taking towns; and it is reported,

that in the heat of adion, and the tranfport that at-

tends the carrying of places fword in hand, fome
priells and clergymen were killed, others maimed,
and feveral hanged.

*' The emperor, fays the pope in one of his letters

" written to cardinal Romanus, makes ufeof the Sara-

zens, his fubjedls, to deftroy the houfes of the hof-

pitallers and templars, who have hitherto prcferved

what is left of the Holy Land with their blood ^.'"

He adds, that the templars having, upon a certain oc-

cafion, recovered, by force of arms, the effects belong-

ing to them, which the Sarazens had carried off, a lieu-

tenant of the emperor's came up, wrelled them out of

their

* Nfagiftri hofpitalis fanfli Joannis et tcmpH refponderuat, quia

fummo pontifice, et cui obedire v. lebant, erant proliibiti ei obfe-

qui vcl parere, pro utilitate tame 1 terr;? ct populi chrirtiani parati

erant juxta alios pergere, dummodo pr.vcepta vcl banna ex parte

fua nullatenus procl-marentur. Sanut. ibid,

*• ChriAianis odium exhibct manifeftum ad exterminandas domus

hofpitalis et fratrum militis tcmpli, per qua: reliquiae Terrjc vSanc-

t^ haiUnus I'unt obfervat?e. Matt. Faris. ad ann. izz^. p. 348.

t' 349-

«
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their hands by main force, and gave them back to the

infidels : " For, continues the pope, thofe knights, fo

'' brave in their perfons, and ib terrible to the Sara-
** zens, profefs by their inftitucion, never to draw
" their fwords agalnil: Chnilians*. This lieutenant
*' moreover turned them out of their houfes, and
*' took from them an hundred infidel flaves, v/hich the
*' the two orders had in the convents of the two Sici-

'* lies : it looks as if his defign was to defrroy the
*' two orders, or at leaft to reduce them to depend
" for the future entirely upon the emperor."

The pope, to oppofe fomething more terrible to the

emperor than excommunications and manifcilo's, levi-

ed two armies, putting at the head of the firll John de
Brienne, whom the emperor had fo/ced to abdicate

the crown of Jerufalem ; the counts of Celano and
Roger d'Aquila, fubjeils of Frederic, but rebels againfl

him, and protected by the pope, commanded tae o-

ther ; and in this war tlie leaders of both parties com-
mitted unfpeakable cruelties, as if the popes foldiers

were afraid of being out-done in inhumanity by the

Sarazens in the emperor's army.

Thomas Daquin, one of the emperor's lieutenants,

did not fail to give him advice of it. " The
pope's troops, fays he in his letter,** burn 1220,
villages, carry oiF the cattle, imprifon the

inhabitants, and oblige them, by force of torments,

to ranfom thcmfelves. There is no fort of cruelty

but they exercife it on your fubjedls, without con-
fidehng that they commit all thefe violences in the

territories of a Chriftian emperor, who is actually

in arms for the defence of the Holy Land. All the

cl.rgy of the empire cry out, and demand with what
'•' confcience the common father of Chriftians can

make war on the firft prince in Chriflendom ; and
whether he has forgot that when St. Peter was draw-
ing his fword, our Lord ordered him to put it up in

** the fcabbard, faying, whoever fmiteth with the
" fword,

• li (is non audentihus, juxti ordinis fui inftituti, manum arm?.*

tamcont a Chriftianos eri^ere. •• att. Fans, p. ibid,

•» Matt, Pans, ad an. 1229. p. 3^3,

it
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" fword, fliall perifh by the fword. They are aftonlfh-

*< ed too, how a pcrfon, that excommunicates robbers

" and incendiaries every day, can now thunder out

•' the cenlures of the church againft the king of the

" Romans. Take proper meafures, fir, for the fecuri-

«' ty of your people, and withal of your own perfon ;

*' for John de Brienne, who refules you the augull

*' title of emperor, has fhips in readinefs, in moll of

<« the ports of Italy, to furprize you in your return."

The emperor had advice aft.jrwards, by other let-

ters, that the pope's generals, after driving the Impe-

rlalifts out of Marca d'Ancona, had forced them to

retire into the kingdom of Naples ; that they had

feized St. Germans, and moft of the other towns in

that kingdom, as far as Capua. That the pontiff's

emillaries had prevailed with feveral towns * in Lom-

bardy to take up arms in his favour ; that this new

alliance made war upon fuch other places as Hill pre-

ferved their allegiance to the empire, and that the pope

had fent a leg;ate in their army, who direded all the

fteps of it. "This was the fource of the two factions

fo remarkable in hillory by the name of Guelphs and

Gibbtlins ; the firft of which declared for the popes,

and the other ranged themfelves under the banner of

the empire.

Frederic, enraged at this news, and regarding

the pope no longer under any othtr notion than that

of his mortal enemy, refolved to return in all hafte for

Italy, to defend his own dominions. But that he

might quit Palcftinc with fome Ihew of honour, he

caufed a repori to be fpread abroad, that his perfon

was not fafe, and that the hofpitallers and templars, at

the pope's in (ligation, were endeavouring to deliver

him up to the Sarazens. This Matthew Fans, a con-

temporary hiftorian, relates, with more par icular cir-

cumftances, and fays, that *• the inhabitants of the Ho-

ly Land, and efpecially the templars and hofpitallers,

inlligated

'Milan, Verona, Piacenza, Vcrcelli, LhI', Alexandria, Tre-

\ifo, F^i- ua, Viccnza, Turin Novara, Mantua, Bieftia, Bolog-

jja et Faenza.
> Matt. Paris, ad an. izz^. p. 35 8.
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inftigatedbythvi devil and thefluher of difcord,and urg-

ed by the revengeful lb irit ot the pope, gave fecret advice

to the mltan of Egypt, that the emperor was to go, out

of devotion, to baihe in the river Jordan, and chat he

would perform the journey on foot, and v/ith a fmall

retinue, fo th'.t he might cafily diipatch him, or at

leailfeize his pcnbn : That the i'ultan, upon veceipt of

this letter, the leal of which he knew, conceived an

uiter abhorrt;nce of the pcrfidioUihefs of thefe knights,

and that, far from makmg any ufe of it, that prince ge-

nerouily fent the letcer to the emperor, who had al-

ready received fevcral intimations of this traiterous de-

fign ; that his Imperial majefty diflcmbled his k-^ow-

ledge of it, till a proper tinie canu to rev^en^je the inju-

ry ; and that this was tiie true rea;on of the hatred he

ihcwed afterwards to thefe two mil tary orders. It

muil neverthelefs be owned •, adds Matthew Paris, that

the templars were more bl aned for this picce ot treach-

ery tnan the knights of St. John.

However that be, as the emperor wanted only 2

pret-'xt of quitting the Holy Land without difhonour

to himlelf, he entered private)) into a negotiation

with the lultan of Egypt l^x a trace, which was con-

cluded for ten years. He publiihed afterwards the

conditions of it, which conliited chiefly, as he faid,

in the reiiitution of Jerulalem, which the fukan gave

up to the emperor, with the cities Bethlehem, Naza-
r-ih, 1 horon and Sidon ; allowing him likev/ays the

liberty of repairing the fortifications of thefe places,

and of rebuilding the walls of J^rufalem; which city

was left entnxdy to his difpolal, except the temple,

which, V. ith Che court and inclofure about it, was to

remain in the hands of the infidels, with the privilege

of the fee exerciie of their rthgion in it.

'I'his treaty being executed, a great number of

Chnflian families, upon the emperor's word, return-

ed t'. j^ruial m Some monkb, and even nuns, drawn

b) uiv lioLneit) of the place, took poileifion again of

Vol. I Z ""their

"Vt-ru'tamen horpi'abrii minnrcm noram infamia? fuper bflC

fa^ic ccjjL.axeiuiu. Ai«t;u Fan:., ..u -iiw. 1229. p. 357*
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their convent-, and began to repair them*. BiK it was

not long before th.y tiilcovercd the illufionofthe treaty

which had nothing real in it but a deiign of amufing

the L:hriilians of the eaft, and impofing on thofe of the

tveil*. For the emperor, inftead of raifing agam the

fortif'cations of the towns, which he pretended were

yeilded to him, though this was neceflary to fecure

the poff^ilion of them to the Latin Chriftians, rcjefted

wih contempt the offers made him by the hofpitallers

and t^-mplars, of contributing to put thofe places in a

condition of defence : So they continued ftill difman-

tkd and confequently in the power of the mfidcis,

who were then mailers ol the field, with forces infi-

nitely fuperior to thofe of the Chriftians ;
and the em-

peror having a6ted, as we may fay, this come-

^2'9- dy in the eaft, embarked in the month of

May, and arrived happily in his kingdom of Sicily.
^

The war refumed a new vigour hom the emperor s

rrefence. That prince, who was a great loldier, car-

ried it on with better fuccels than the pope's generals

;

he drove them out of moll ofthe places they had feized

in his abfence. John de Brienne likeways quitted the

command of the army of the holy fee, and returned in-

to France to prepare for his voyace to Conftantmople,

whither he had been invited aft.; Rob.rt dc Courtcnay's

death to take care of the empire. The pope, def-

i>airin2 to get the bettter of his enemy by temporal

arms had recourfe to Ipiritual ones,which he managed

with much better fuccefs ; and, after renewing the ex-

communication againft the emperor, he added this

claufe to it : *' And forafn.uch as that prince, out of a

*' vifible contempt of excommnnication, has made no

« ftep of fubmifiion to our orders, we declare all his

" fubicas ablolved of their oath of fidelity to him."

A terrible attempt, which authorised the re\olt of all

that

« Vl\e erm. Geroldi pariarr. Hier. idem ibid.

fc^ibi frattibustemphet hcipitali-^ piaefentantibus foIcmDtcr

et inftanter, quod fi vellct f.rmarf, ficut irorr.iferat, civUatem,

ipf! ^i quantum pon"unt confiU-^m ct auxil^um ad confioendwn

compararent. Watt. Paris, ad ann. 1229. p. 359.
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tli?-t were malecontent. The emperor, in fad, was fo

terriiied with it, that he ufed the intereft of feveral

cardinals, and divers prelates, whom he cauled to

come exprefs out of Germany, to bring the pope to a

better temper. The negotiation lafc-d ahnoH a year

;

and the vanquiOied preicribed terms to the viaoricus

iidQ. The emperor, before he could obtain peace, was

obliged to fwear that wou'd fubmit to the

pope's orders, without any exception. He 1230

wasabfoived upon this conditioil ; and, among

other aj tides, extoi ted frcm that prince, it was faid,

that he fliould, within the time prefcnbed him by the

church, repair aii the damages he had done to tlie or-

ders of the hofpitallers and^ templars ; that he Should

^' pay the charge of die war, and reimburre the holyfVi-

ther all the money he had been obliged to funiiih for

the defence of the patrimony of St. Peter. •

The emperor, to get rid of the excommunication,

whereof he dreaded the confequences, fabfcribec. 10

all thefe conditions, and executed them, particularly

with regard to the hcfpitallers and templars. Eut

that prince, retaining always a keen refentment againil:

thofe two orders, had no fooner received his abioluti-

cn, than, under one pretext or o^her, he began to per-

fecute them again. Henry de Maura, lord chief ju^

ilice of the kingdom of Sicily, on both fides the Faro
di Meffina, fequeilered all their efFeds and poffeffi-

ons ; and, upon their complaints, the pope fent a
nuncio to Frederic, to demand fatisfadtion of

him for thofe violent proceedings*. <' If 1231.
** you really v/i:h, as you are obliged to dOy
** fays the pontiff to him in his brief, that the affairs

** of the Holy Land may go on prcfperouily, far from
** pcrfecuting the hofpitallers and templars, you ought
** to give your imperial protedion to two orders, that,

" with infinite trouble, and continual fatigues, and
" in the midft of a thoufand dangers, to which
** they are daily expofed, fupport that tottering Hai

Z 2 '« and
* Rain, ad ann. 1250. t. 13. p. ^05. n. 9,
* Idem ad ann, 1230. t. 13. p. 413.

te •
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" and it Is the moft eifc«5iual means to render you
** both acceptable in the fight ofG'd, and honour-
" able in the eikem otmen :" And the pontiff con-

cludes his letter wiih conjuring him, in the moil pref-

fmg terms, to reftore the eiRfts and poffelhons that

had been io unjuiil;- taken from the hoipitallers of St.

John, and the templars. Frederic received the nuncio

livell, and promikd to have ?. great regard to the pope's

recommendation; but inllead cf that, tho' he was on-

ly the fubaltern lovereign of the ifle, he renewed his

pcrfccutions ; and, to revenge himfelf on fuch of his

Sicilian fubjc£ls, as, during his excommunication, had
declared in favour of the pope, the lord in whom the

diredt dominion was veiled, and fupreme foveieign of

that kingdom, he obliged them to put on the crofs

;

and, by a fort of banilhment, which he cloaked with

the pretence of religion, and thrt of fuccouring the Ho-
ly 1 and, he knt them away thither, without ever al-

lowing them to come back, or return into their coun-

try, even after they had accomplilhed their pilgri-

mage.
The order of St. John, fuffcring {llll under the per-

fecution of that prince, loll:, this year, their

1230. grand mafter Guerin de Montaigu, a gentle-

man of noble extradion in the province of

Auvergne, but who by his virtues added a greater lullrc

to his family than he derived from it. The knights

of St. John, aflembling in chapter, chofe,

Bertrand in his llead, brother Bertrand de Texis,

DE Texis. who, following the fteps of his predecef-

for, applied himfelf as clofcly to the af-

fairs of the (late, as to the government of the order.

Palestine, which, from the time ofJohn de Bri-

cnne's abdication, had been deprived of the prcfence

of Its fovereign, was, like a fhip without a pilot, toiled

continually by new tempells, and muil infallibly have

pcrifhed, v/ithout the conllant fuccour of the hofpital-

Jers and templars. I fay nothing of the Teutonic

tnights, becaufe fmce A. D. 1226, the greatell part

of them were gone into Prullia ; the inhabitants of
which
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which, being idolaters, had entered into a barbarous

war againft the Chriftians their neighbours, malTacred

the prieib at the foot of the altars, and put the facred

vciTels to profane ufes. Conrad duke of iVIazovia

called in the Teutonic knights to his afiiilance, and,

for a beginning of a fettlcment, gave them the whole

territory of Culm, with all the lands they could con-

quer from the infidels. Herman de Salza, » malter of

the order, deputed one of his knights, named Conrad

de Lansberg, to conclude this" treaty, which was fign-

ed by three bifhops of the country, Gonther ofMazo-
via, Michael of Cujavia, and Chrillian of Pruliia.

Hereupon the Teutonic knights went into thofe

northern provinces, where, in a continued ieries of

wars, they acquired fuccelhvely an entire fo-

vereignty to themfelves, the royal and ducal 1232,

Pruilia, Livonia and the dutchies ofCourland,
and Semigallen, all provinces of a vail extent, and fuf-

ficient to form a great kingdom.
From what we have now faid it appears, that the

defence of the Holy Land was left only in the hands
of the hofpitallers and templars. The emp;:ror in-

deed, who was very fenfible that that little iLte cjuld
not fupport itfelf, had, before his departure, prcmifed
the two grand mafters, and the principal lords of the

country, that he would, at his return home, fend a
confiderable body of troops thither, and maintain them
at his own expence : He gave his word likeways to

fend thither prince Conrad his fon, to whov» the kino--

dom of Jerufalem belonged in right of the emprefs
Yolant his mother, daughter to John de Briennc,\and
the prnicefs Mary. But that prince, bemg, at his return,

taken up with the defign of eftablifhmg the imperial
authority over all Italy, referved his whale foice for
the execution of that great pojecl, and leemed to have
entirely forget the intcrefts of Paleftine.. The pnncc£s
Alice, half filler by ihe mother's iide to qujen Mary,
being, as well as the latter, the ifiue of queen Ifabel
of Jerufalem, and at this time Widow of Hu^^h de

Z 3 Lufignan
* Dusburg. chron. PruflT. part a. c, i. p. 28,
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Lufignan king of Cyprus, paiTed into Syria, in hopes

of making an advantage of the emperor's abfence at

fuch a diftance, and demanded the crown of Jerufa-

lem*. But whatever ill treatment the two military

orders had received from the emperor, the two grand

mafters oppofed the pretenfions oi this princefs, and

told her, that nothing but prince Conrad's death or

voluntary abdication, could give her any right to the

crown. The emperor having advice of thefe notions,

and fearing left the queen dowager of Cyprus fhould

at hA gain over the two orders to her interefts, fent a

body of German troops into Paleilinc, and put over

them as his heutenant Richard Fitz Auger marfhal of

of his army. This general, landing at Acre, inftead

of mild and pacifying meafures, and inilead of endea-

vouring to render his Mafter's government and his

own authority agreeable to the inhabitants

1252. of the town, and the lords of the country,

treated them with excefiive rigour, laid upon

them impofts unheard of before in Palertine, and tax-

ed the richcxl citizens *>. He deprived fome of their

eftates, haralTed other?, and treated them all as he

would have treated infidels in a conquered country.

The inhabitants and principal nobility, after enduring,

for four or five years together, all the oppreffions that

avarice, fupported by abfolute power, could lay upon

them, having loft their patience as well as their effeQs,

and, being left without any refource but their courage,

ran to arms, drove the Germans out of the town, and

obliged them to take refuge in Tyre, tJie only place

they had left, where John d'Hybelin, lord of Berytus,

and Jaffa, at the head of the gentry, prepared to befiege

them.

The emperor, furprized and alarmed at this

news, had recourfe to the pope's authority, defiring

him to exert it in his favour, v.ith the grand mafter

de

» Sanut. 1. 3. c. 13. p. 214.
^ Idem, lib. 3. part. n. c. 13. p. 2x4.
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de Texis, and the knights of St. John : And to re-

gain the efteem and confidence of that order,

which he had perfecuted fo long, he put the 123^.
knights again in poffeiTion of all the efFeclis

and eilates he had fo unjuftly taken from them.

The pope, at this prince's inftance, fent the arch-

bilhop of Pvavenna to the Holy Land, as legate of the

holy fee, and gave him very prelTmg letters to the

orand mailer and council of the order, v/herein he 'ex-

horted them to life their prudence, and the authority

they had in Palelline, to quiet thefe diilurbances. The
grand mafter, upon receipt of the pope's brief, exerted

himfeif to the utmoftfor a reconciliation. By his own
condudl, fupported with the power of his order, he
broQght matters to bear, and re-eftabliflied the empe-
ror's authority in St. John d'Acre, and the other towns
of Paleiline

.

The forces of the Latin Chrillians being confide-

rably weakened in the Holy Land, by a vidlory which
the fultan of Aleppo gained about that time over the

templars, the grand mailer of tlie holpitallers font his

fummons, and drew a great number of knights from
the weft. There went, fays Matthew Paris,

from, the hofpitailers houfe of Clerkenwell in 1230.
London, a great number of knights with ban-

ners difplayed, preceded by brother Theodric their

prior, a German by nation, who fet out for the Holy
Land, at the head of a confiderable body of troops in

their pay. Thefe knights, fays he, pafiing over Lon-
don bridge, faluted, with their capuce in hand, all the

inhabitants that crowded to fee them pafs, and recom-
mended themfelves to their prayers*.

Whilst the order was drawing out of En'rland

this fuccour for the Holy Land, it furniil-ied the Chri-
itian kings of Spain, who were continually at war a-

gainft the Moors of the country, with a much more
confiderable one. Don James, the frit of the name,
king of Arragon, having driven the Moors "out of tiie

ifles

** Fratres vero, inclinatis capltibus, hinc et inde caputiis xlepo-

fitis, fe omnium precibus commecdarunt, Matt, Pari.':, ad ann.
1237. p. 444.
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ifles of Majorca and Minorca, undertook theconquef?

of the kingdom of VaL^ncia. \^^ fitted out a ftrong :het,

and his land grmy confiftcd of above fixty t/ioufand

men. The power of the kings ofArragoniiever made {o

formidable an appearance before. This mighty force

did notdifcourageZael kingofValentia,the bravcft of

all the princes of the Moors : but as he had not an ar-

my ftrong enough to keep the field againll that ofDon
James, he threw himfelf into his capital. The Chri-

ftians foon inverted the place : He made a gallant de-

fence ; and, though befiegcd both by fca and land, the

king of Arragon could not gain an inch of ground,

but what coft him the braveit of his lolJiers. The
Moors made frequent faJIies, in which there was al-

ways much bloodOied. The fuccefs of the fiege grew
every day more and more doubtful : Don James, fee-

ing his troops diminitli, called in the hofpitallcrs of
St. John to his fuccour. Brother Hugh de Forcalquier,

caftellan of Empoila, and lieutenant to the grand ma-
fter, arrived in the camp at the head of a confiderable

number of Spanifh knights; and, to make this fuccour

the more feiviceable, he had reinforced them with two
thoufand foot levied, at his own expence, among the

vaflals of the order.

It was no little fati£fa(flion to the king; to fee him
arrive fo well attended. The fiege foon put on a new
face. A laudable emulation ran through the Chrillian

army. The knights diftinguiflied themfelvcs as ufual

by their intrepidity, and carried feveral advanced

works fword in hand. ZacI, flraitened by the lofs of
thefe pofts, fhut himfelf up in the heart of the town.

He held out there for fome time longer ; but, prefTed at

length by wantof provifions, and having loll che choic-

eft of his garrifon, he capitulated, and fuirendered tjie

place to the king of Arragon. The reft of i\\^ king-

dom followed the example of the capital; every thing

fell before the power of the conqueror, and the crown

of Valentia was united to that of Arragon. Don James
publicly acknowledged, that he owed this important

conqucli to the valour of the hoipitallers. He recom-

penl'cd
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penfed them, like a liberal and generous prince, with

the town of Cerviera, and all its dependencies, w^th

Aicola, Alcocevcr, and the plain of St. Matthew, ail

which he gave in abfolute property to the order.

But recompences of fo confidcrable a value, and

which ferved as a teflimony of their valour, excited

afterwards the envy and indign;.t:On of the neigh-

bouring bifhops ; for the cailelian of E poila ie-\;iv-

ing oraers fi-om tlie grind mailer, whole lieutenant

he was in Anagon, and in the principality of Catalo-

nia, to make a detachment from thence of the fer-

vants and vafials of the order, for the peof ling of

tlioie towns, vvhich were then full 01 infdel inhabi-

tants ; and this colony fetting u^ the crofs, and refuf-

incr, in virtue of their ancient privileges, to lubmit to

thj payment of t) thes, they \\ ere ftrangely furpriied to

hear, that the biihops, inftcad of lending their aiTi-

ftance for the converfion of the Moors that were left

in thole places, had laid a general interdidl uion all

the country granted to the order by the king of Arra-

It was not without great indignation that the pope

received the news of this invalion of the privileges

granted to that military order by fo many of his pre-

decefibrs. He immediately took off that unjuil inter-

dift ; becaufe, according to the bulls of the fovercign

pontiffs, the order was liibjedt to no jurifdiAion but

that of the holy fee, and he made a decree, with fe-

vcre penalties annexed to it, that no one for the fu-

ture fhould difmrb thefubjedls of an order, the mem-
bers whereof employed their fortunes and lives only

for the defence of Chriilendom.

Yet, in contempt of this folemn prohibition, the

bilhop of St. John d'Acre began a frelh difpute with

the knights in the eaft, upon the fubjed of the right

of tythes, under pretence, that fmce the lofs of Jerufa-

lem, and the fettlement of the order in St. John d'A-

cre, they had acquired in that city, and in other parts

of his diocefe, feveral kinds of poffeirions, that didnat

belong to the order from, the iiril times of its foundad-

on.



274 Ktfiory cf the Knights of MALT A

»

©n. This prelate kept his deiign and meafures fecret^

and, under a quite diiFc;rent pretence, made a voyage

and waited upon the pope. He repielentcd to him,

tha: the hofpitallers, by means either of tlieir conquefts

©r acquifitions, ivvallowed up all the revenues of the

biiliops. He rec'jived, at the fame time, the bitter

complaints that Foulcher, patriarch cfJerufalem, had
made to Adrian IV. on account of the interdids and
burials before menliioned j and he concluded with be-

feeching his holinefs, topublifli an explanation cf his

predeccifor's bulls, agreeable to the rights of bifhops,

and fuch as might fcrve to limit the privileges of ihe

knights.

Th e pope referred the exan\inatlon of taefi: gj-iev-

ances to cardinal JaUiCS ce Pecoraria, to whom that

pontiff had committed the affairs of PalcHine. The
bifhop of Acre laid before him a long memorial of

thcfe grievances, in which the order of St. John v^as

trcatv-d with no great tendernefs. The cardinal com-
.municated it to brother Andrew de Foggia, who re-

fided then at the court of Rome, as procurator gene-

ral of the hofpitallers. That knight mruntained the

interefts of his order v;ith a proper zeal, and Ihewed

plainly, that tiie bilTiop of Acre, under pretence of

new grievances, did nothing but revive the old pre-

tenfions of me clergy of Palcftine, that had been re-

jefted in the affembly of Ferentino. The pope, upon

the cardinal's report of the cafe, referred the judgment

of it to the patriarch of Jerufalem, the archbilhop of

Tyre, and the abbot of St. Samuel d'Acre. The bi-

fhop could not have wifhed for judges that were lefs

exceptionable ; yet thefe prelates, though intereftcd

in the affair, being withal juftly fenfiblc, that they

fubfifted themfelves only by the fuccour of thefe

knights, obliged their collegue to defii^ from his pre-

tenfions.

I KNOW not whether it be to this prelate, or any-

other enemy of the order, tliat we are to afcribe the

account given the pope about this time, that the hofpi-

tallers g4ve themfelves up to fhamcfui irregularities,

SLiid.
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^nd that a Greek and rcliirmaticai prince, who was
actually at war with the Latins, v/as aflifled by them
V/ith arms and hones. Gregory IX. who was then i±

the chair of St. Peter, a pontifFofa warm and fiery dif-

poiition, wrote immediately about it to the grand ma-
iler, and the v/hole order, in terms dictated by a furious

zeal. The exactnefs, which the duty of a faithfli! hi-

florian requires, does not allow me to pafs over his

brief in filence, efpccially fmce it is recited at length

hy the annalifr of the chuixh.
" We have heard with grief, fays the pope, that

you keep in your houfes women of a ioofe life, and

live diforderly with them ; that you are no longer

exad; in obferving your vow of poverty ; and that

fome particular perfons among you enjoy great e-

ilates in property j that, in confideration of an an-

nu?.l r^.nbution, you proted, without diilin&on, all

that are admitted into your con-fraternity ; that, un-

der this pretence, your houfes ferve for an afylum to

robbers, murderers, and heretics ; that, in oppoiiti-

on to the inttreft of the Latin princes, you liave fur-

niilied arms and horles to Vatacius, an enemy of

God and the church ; thr.t you daily retrench feme-

tiling of yoi:r ordinary alms ; that you alter the

wills of luch as die in your hofpital, not without

fufpicion Oi ^orgery ; ihat you a"'low no perfons

that are there to confeia to any prieft^, but thofe of

your Older, or iuJi as }'ou g've fal'ries to. It is

alledgec likeways, acds the lovereign pontiff, tiiat

many of your brethren are iuipccled ofherefy."

The pope, at the end of this brief, exhorts the

grand mafter co correct thefe great abufes, aliov/ing

him, for that end, only three months time j and \\ it

be not done vvkhin tliat term, by the fame brief,

which bears dace March !2th 1238, he o/ders the

archbifliop ofTyre, to repair to the head-houfc of the

order, and, in virtue of the apoftclical authority, to fet

lip about an immediate reformation of that great bo-

dy of military friars, as well in the head a's in the

jnembers.
'Tl3
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'Tis not a btcie iurprifing, after rhe honourable tef.

timony that Andrew king o; Hungary, an eye-witneis,

had, in 1 2 1 B, given ot the virtue ol theie knighis,

that we find, in this pontiff s briefs, fuch giievoui re-

proaches againft ihe order. 'Pcriiaps they might anfe
fi om the hatred and calumny 01 their enemies : perhaps
too, and it is probable, the pope wouid not have made
fuch a ilir about them, if he we.e not convinced of
their iricgiildrities. So extraordinary a change in their

houfes, it it be true, (houid make the hohell and nioft

aurtere focietics tremble, wh^n they refledt, th.it they
may, in lels than twenty years, degenerate from their

primitive regularity, and lall into the moll terriDlc

difcrders.

Whatever be the cafe, as to the truth or falihood

of thefe accufations, it is certain, that jn the I'amj age,

and under the fame pontiiicate, tiie lp:rit of mortifica-

tion and charity ilili made an eminent figure am(jng
the holpitallers, and feveral of t'le knii^hts of thole

times are even now honoured as faints.

Such are the bleffed Hugh, Geiard Mecati ofVil-
lamagna, Gerland of Poland, aii holpitdlers of the

order of bt. John, who lived in that age, and deferv-

ed to be canonized in the oj-imon, and by the antici-

pated fujfrages of the Lhriftian world.

The blclled Hugh, preceptor or commander of the
commandry ol Genoa, devoted himiel: t > the I'ervicc

of the poor and pilgrims in the holp,tal under his di-

redt.on. The verbal procels of his life, drawn up af-

ter his deatii by Ctho de Fiekhi, archbifliop of Ge-
noa, upon CAprefs .jrders from pope Gregory IX. fays,

that his life was one continual penance, ; ttended with

fei vent prayers, and a bcundlcfs charity to the poor

and pilgrims. According t » the archbilhop s account,

he never eat me. t; his iaft lafted tlie whole year

round, Sundays only exce, ted. He always wore a

long hair-lh;. t ted upon his flefh w th an iron chnm ;

a t jle feiveU him for his bed, and he p aced it in a

gr ttJ bel.ivv tie hoip til on the fide towards tie fea.

He pajfed the wlwle oi the day, eitiier in priyer, or ia

attend-
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attendance on the fick ; and if any pilgrims came in,

he waflied their feet, and kifTed them with profound

humility. 'Twas in a continual practice of thefe vir-

tues, that the blelTed Hugh finiilied at laft the facri-

fice of himfelf. •

The blefTed Gerard Mecati lived almoft at the fame
time. He was born atViUamagna, a tov^n about three

or four miles from the famous city of Florence. He
entered himfelf early in the order of hofpitallers, as a
ferving brother, and difcharged all the duties of his

place with an ardent zeal and charity towards the

poor. Having pafTed part of his life in the hofpitals

of the- order, a defire of greater p-rfeftion, and the

love of retirement and folitude, made him procure the

permiiTion of his fuperiors, to end his days in a defart.

He fhut himfelf up in a poor cottage, without any
cloaths, but a long hair cloth, or any food, but herbs

and wild fruits. Paul Mimi, in his treatife ofthe gen-
try of Florence, fpeaks of the bleifed Gerard in thefe

terms: " Gerard Mecati, a native of Villamagna, was
*' a ferving brother in the illuflrious order of the
*' knights of St. John of Jerufalem, and we mayjuft-
" ly call him a fecond Hilarion." It was about A. D»
1 142, that this pious hermit ended his days, and was
tranflated to the fociety of the faints.

Brother Gerland of Poland, others fayofGerma-
ny, knight of the order, who lived at the fame time,

was no lefs illuftrious for his piety than his valour. He
foent part of his life in war againft the infidels. His
luperiors fent him afterwards in the retinue of the em-
peror Frederic II. to take care of the interefts of the
order. He foon became an example to all the court;
and, having acquitted himfelf of his poft to the grand
mafter's fatisfaftion, he retired, with his permifhon, to
the commandry of Calatagirona, where he fpent the
reil: of his days, leading a life truly angelical. I fliall not
infill on his application to prayers, o-rhis continual au-
flerities, I fhall confine myftlf entirely to the virtues of
his condition,and thofe ofa truehofpitaller. He was a fa-
ther to the poor, a protedorofthewidows, aguardian to
orphans, a general arbitrator, and amicable compound -

Vol. I. A a cr
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cr of all diflerences j all which examples prove, that

.•>t that time the fpiiit of charity and love of mortinca-

tion were not extind in the order, as an unkno^vn in-

former would have perfuaded the pope. As for that

pontiff's reproaching the hofpitallers with having fup-

plicd a GrcL'k prince called Vatacius with arms and
horfes, I can fcarce find any better grounds for this

than for the other accufations, with which fome
have endeavoured to blacken their charader. All that

the pope fays of this Vatacius, whom in his brief he
ftiles an entmy of God and the church, depends on
a train of events, wliich, with regard to the hillory I

am writing, it may be proper to clear up.

At the time of the laft revolution and diflurbance

at Conftantinople, which occafioned the taking of that

capital of the empire by the troops of the crufade,

fome Greek princes, defcended moll of them from im-

perial houfcs, to avoid fubmitting to the authority of

the Latins, retired into different provinces of the em-
pire, cantoned themfelves there, and fet themfelves

up for fovereigns. Ifaac, or as others call him, Alexis,

Comncnus went to found a new empire on the bor-

ders ofCappadocia and Colchis, the city ofTi'ebizund,

fituated on the Black Sea, being made the capital of

it. The Princefs Michael and Theodore Comnenr
feized on the empire and Albania; andTheodoro Laf-

caris, tiie moil potent and formidable of them all, af-

ter having conquered the greatefl part of Bilhynia, de-

feated the Turcomans that were in poflefiion of it, and
killed the fultan of Iconium in battle with his own
hand. He afTumcdthe imperial ornaments at Nice, with

the title of emperor, which he left to John Ducas his

fon-in-law, firnamedVatacius ; which would make one

lufped, that this prince was defcended of the imperi-

al houfe ofDacas only by the female fide.

Excepting the point of fchifm, he was one of the

greatefl princes of his age, wife, vigilant, and indefa-

tigable, always mindful of events, and on the watch
to obferve the fi:ate and difpofition of the kingdoms
adioining to his own. All thefc provinces afforded him

fo
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fo mariv enemies. He looked upon the pofTefTors of

them, whether Chrillians or Mahometans, as uluip-

eis J but, v.'ife in the ordering of his defigns, he took

his meafures fo well, that he never had but one enemy
at a time to oppofe. He fcarce ever wanted pretences

to make war, and, if he did not carry it on with fuc-

cefs, he was frill lefs at a lofs for means to bring a-

bout a peace. Thus, to prevent the pope's fending

of fuccours to the Latin emperors of Conilantinople,

he affected a great zeal for the union of the Greek
church with the Latin, and carried the matter fo far,

as to have conferences held upon the fubjeft in his

own palace, wherein he aflilted hinifdf, and, to en-

courage a complying and reconciling temper, afTumed

the charadlcr of a difmterefred mediator. 'Twas by
fuch a politic condud, as much as by his valour, that,

after driving the Latin emperors out of Afia Minor,
he carried his arms into Europe, and advanced to at-

tack them in the very centre of the empire.

Such v/as the famous Vatacius, with v.'hom the

holpitaliers were accufed of holding correfpondence.

But if we refle^l that this Greek prince was often en-

gaged againll: the fame infidels, v/ith whom the knights

of St. John were continually at war, why fnould it be

thought ftrange, that in a common caufe, and as allies,

they fhould affift that prince with horfes and arms : be-

fides, as the hofpitallers had fome houfes in Conilan-

tinople, I do not fee how it can be imputed to them
as a crime, that they kept fome meafures with fo

powerful a prince, who was on the point of making
himfclf mailer of that capital of the empire.

That empire, of which the princes of the crufade

had made fo glorious a conquell, had, from the very
moment of their gaining it, loll much of its ancient
grandeur and power. Befides the ifies of the Archi-
pelago, of which the Venetians and Gcnoefe had
made themfelves mailers, we have feen, that the mar-
quefs of Pvlontferrat, for his iliareof the conquefl, had
ThsiTaly and the adjoining provinces ere6led into a

A a 2 king-
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into the palace by night, find feize the mother and
daughter. The mother was put into a lack, and
thrown into the fea, and the confpirators, after cut-

ting off the nofe and lips of the daughter, retired.

The emperor flattered himfelf, tliat he Ihould find the

reft of the lords of his court ready to revenge fo hor-

rible an infolence ; but, to his great furprize, he heard

that fome of tliem were actually concerned in it, and
that the reft did not fcriiple to own, that they would
have done as much, if they had fuffered the like cry-

ing injuilice. Robert, enraged to fee himfelf defpifed

by his fubjefls, and to meet with domeftic enemies

that furpafied barbarians and ftrangers in cruelty, took
ihipping for Italy. He was not without hopes of pro-

curing a powerful fuccour from thence, and returning

into his dominions at the head of an army, that would
ibike terror into his enemies, and command the re-

fpedl of his fubjcdls ; but, after wandering through fe-

veral countries, he died at lall upon the road, through

•cxcefs of grief, unable to furvive the infolent and con-

temptuous manner in which they had treated him.

Never was the empire in fo deplorable a conditi-

on : over-run with divifions both v/ithin and without,

and attacked on all fides by mighty enemies, it had
Tio refource left, nor any fuccefibr in the Imperial

throne, but the third fon of Peter de Courtcnay, called

Ealdwin II. a young prince, hnrdly nine or ten years

old, and confequently incapable, by his age, to go-

vern the l^ate, efpeciallyin fo terrible a juncture.

In this difmal fituation, the French lords of Con-
ilantinople had recourfe to John de Brienne, formerly

king of Jeraralem, conftituting him regent and pro-

te«^:or of the empire ; and, to engage him to under-

take tiie government, they conferred upon him the very

title of emperor, to enjoy it during his life, but Vvith-

cut prejudice to tiic rights of the lawful heir, agree-

anie to an old cuftom ufed in France, where the tu-

toi? and guardinns of young noblemen, in their mi-

nority, arefliled lords of their cilatee, and hold them
afi fuch cf the fup'eme lords.

John
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John de Brienne repaired to Conflantinople, took,

wpon him the government, repulfed and defeated the

emperor Vatacius and Azen king of Bulgaria, who
threatened Conflantinople with a {iQ%t. But, as that

prince was then above fourfcore years old, the empire

could not reap all the advantages they might have

juftly expelled from his valour and long experience in

the conduft of armies, if he had been lefs advanced in

age. Every one's thoughts were now taken up with

difmal prefages of the fnort duration of the empire of

the Latins. Young Baldwin himfelf was even oblig-

ed to travel into Italy, and other kingdoms ofChri-

ftendom, with John de Bethune his governor, to im-

plore fuccour. All Afia had their eyes fixed on the

emperor Vatacius, a prince of the greatefl power and
abilities that had been for a long time upon the

throne of the great Conftantine. He wanted nothing

in a manner but the capital, and it was not doubted

but he would foon make himfelf mailer of that. The
Chriflians, pofTefled with an high opinion of his valour,

looked upon him as the only prince capable of main-

taining them, in Paieiline. I know not whether the

regard the jiofpitaliers fhewed that great prince, were
imputed to thefc fentiments of eileem they had for

him ; but, ceitain it is, that the reproaches it drev/ up-

on the grand mailer from the pope, made fo deep an
impreffion on him,* that he was inconfolable ; and
the miferable condition to which he faw

the Holy Land reduced, without fuccour, 1240.

without troops, snd without a fovereign

to command them, gave the finifliing

Uroke to his life. In his Head was chofen Gueri^j.
brother Gucrin or Guarin, whofe Airname

and country we are entirely ignorant of.

We only know, that he was intrufted with the go-

vernment of the order in difficult times. Paieiline was
then dcftitute of its fovereign's prefence, and in nofub-

jeilion to his reprefentatives. The hofpitallers and tem-

plars, the whole force in a manner of the Holy Land,

were likeways unluckily divided on account of fonie

treaties
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ties which each of them had feverally made with dif^

ferent infidel princes.

Thibaud V. of the name, count of Champagne,
and king of Navarre in right of Blanche of Navarre
his mother, made about that time an expedition into

Paldline at the head of a crufade ; but their ill fuccefs,

and the lofs of the battle of Gaza, obliged him after-

wards to conclude a truce with Nazer emir of Carac.
The templars were the perfons that negotiated this

treaty, which tliC king of Navarre ligned out of an
impatient defire to return home ; and thofe knights
made likeways a league offenfive and defenfive with
that infidel prince, againil the fultan of Egypt, but
the hofpitallers refufcd to be comprehended or con-
cerned in it, either becaufe they found the treaty dif-

advantageous, or becaufe they complained the tem-
plars had carried on this negotiation without their

knowledge or confcnt *

.

The king of Navarre, receiving advice, that Rich-
ard earl of Cornwall, brother to the king of England,
was on the wa\', and cxpe'fled every moncnt, embark-
ed in gr^at hafre v.ith the remains of his crufade, to

prevent the Englifh prince's being witnefs to his dif-

grace. Richard, upon his arrival, found, tliat the

emic of Carac, who in fome meafure was dependent
on the fovereign. ofDamafcus, had it not in his pow-
er to maintain the truce. That pnacc, therefore, at

the head of the crufade advanced immediately rp to

Jaffa, where he gave audience to an envoy from the

fultan of Egypt, then actually at war with the fultan

of Damafcu?, who came to offer him another truce.

Richard confented to it, Vv'ith the concurrence of the

duke of Burgundy, countGauhier de Brienne, nephew
to John de Brienne king of Jeiufalem, the grand ma-
tter of the templars, and part of the lords of the coun-

tr}' ; and it ""vas ftipulated by this treaty, that the in-

fidel prince ffiould order all the Mahometans out of
Jcrofalcm that were feltled in it ; that he fiiould re-

flore

• Prret^ifla enim trc>ig3 procojatione templariorum firma eft,

kcftiltalanoruin intcrveniente confcnfu. Sanut. 1. 3. p. 216.
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ftore Bethlehem, Nazareth, and feveral villages and-

caftles, neceiTary to fecure the road to the capital of

Judaea ; that all prifoDers fhould be reieafed on both
iides; and that the Chriftians fliould be at liberty to

rebuild the forcihcations of Jerafalem, and the other

places yielded to them. * The Englifh prince, though
he did not perform any military exploits, yet concluded
this treaty, which was no lefs ufeful, and was execut-

ed before his departure : but the templars, out of
fpleen to the hoipitallers, refufed, in their turn, to be

comprehended in it ; fo that whiifl two truces were on
foot, the templars and hofpitallers continued each ia

a Hate of war, the one againil the fultan of DamafcLi?,

the other againil the fultan of Egypt ; and thefe dif-

fenfions would have been fatal to the ftate, if thofe

fultans, and moll of the defcendents of Saladine and
Safadine, had not been divided at the fame time by ci-

vil wars. 'Twas owing entirely to tliofe inteftine di-

ilurbances of theirs, thnt the Latin Chrillians faw
themfelv'es at lafl the mafcers and fole inhabitants of

Jerufalem. The patriarch came back thither with

all his clergy ; the churches were reconfecrated ; the

holy facraments were adminifired there, with infinite

fatisfadion to all that wereprefent, and the grand ma-
iler of the hofpitallers carried the patriarch ail the mo-
ney that was in the treafury of the order, to contri-

bute to rebuild the wails of the holy city.

The work, however, notwithilanding all the hand's

employedin it,advancedbut Howly, and they had fcarce

thrown up fome flight entrenchments, when Paleftine

was overiiowed with a deluge of barbarians, called

Corafmins. They were a people lately come out of

Pcrfia, end defcended, as it is faid, from the ancient

Parthians ; at leail they inhabited their country called

Yrac Agemy, or the Perfian Hyrcania. Others place

them in Couvarzem near Corafan j but it is a quefli-

on, whether thefe Corafmins were not originally na-
*

tives

* Literas ccmitis Richardi, continentes fummarA fua2 pcre-

grinationis. M. P^iii in Hen. III. ad ann. ;2c4i. p. 56c>,

et S67.
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.tl^vesofthe kingdom ofCarifme, which Ptolemy calls
Uiora.mia, from whence thefe barbarians, bein^ moll
oi them ihepherds, and witliout any fixed abode,
might have paiTed into fome oYthe provinces of Per-
fia. However this be, they were involved in the fa-
mous re\olution, that happened twenty years beforem the higher Afia, which Genchizcan, the firll empe-
ror of the old Mogul Tartars, reduced under his pow-
cr. Oaay, fon to Genchizcan, and fucceilbr to that
conqueror, or elfe prince Keiouc his fon, caan or <rreat
chani, others fay, Tuly, Genchizcan's third fon.lvho
had Perfia for his portion, being incenfed againll thjs
people, who had killed fome of his officers that were
ievymg taxes of them, drove them out of his domini-
ons.

These people, pagans by religion, cruel and bru-
tal m their nature, and barbarians above all that ever
bore the ciiarafter, lovcd m^ and down in different
conntnes, witliout being able to find any fixed and fe-
cure abode, or any prince that would Yufrer them in
his territories » : odious to the Mahometans as well as
Chrillians for their robberies and cruelties, they were
locrced upon as the common enemies of mankind.
The fultan of Egypt, however ^ to revenge himfclf on
the templars for the league they had made with his
enemies the fultans or emirs of Damafcus, Carac. and
Emeffa, advifed Barbacan, chief and general of the
Corafmins, to fall into Palefline, reprefenting to him,
that the conqueft ofit was eafys the places difmantled,
and open on all fides, that there were few troops in
the country, and divifions among the leaders : he
enforced thefe ai-guments with confiderable prefents,
with the promife of a mighty fuccour, and an ailur-
ance of joining his army with a body of his own
troops.

Tkjs
' Bibliotheque ovientale, p. jooi.

^ M. Paris ad an. 1244. p. 618..

* JoineviU vie de S. Louis, p. 98*



G u E R I N Grand Majier

.

2 S ?

Th I s was more than was neceiTary, to determine a
favage and barbarous people, who were feek-
ing, with the point of their fwords, a country 1 243.
to inhabit, and had already penetrated into

Mefopotamia*. Barbacan marched thence immedi-
ately, at the he-d of twenty thoufand horfe, ani fell

into Palejftine before they had the leall news of his ex-

pedition. But the cruelties of this nation, and their

burning all before them, foon gave notice of their

coming. Jerufalem was ftill open on all fides j the

grand mailers of the hofpital and temple were then in

it, but had fcarce any troops with them. In this fur-

prizing jundture, they thought they had nothing to do,

but to convoy the inhabitants to Jaffa, a place fortified

and in a condition of defence, and afterwards to take

the field, and draw out all their forces to oppofe the

enterprizes of the infidels. The inhabitants in gene-
ral quitted Jerufalem, and followed the knights, ex-

cept a fmall number, who were loth to leave their"

houfes, and threw up haftily fome weak intrenchments

in fuch places as were moft expofed. In the mean
time, the Corafmins arrive, force thefe entrenchm.ents,

break into the city fword in hand, deftroy all before

them with fire and fword, without dillinftion either of
age or fex ; and, to deceive the ChriHians that were
fled, they planted ftandards with the crofs upon the

towers. I'hofe that were marched out before, having
notice that the crofs was ftill to be feen planted on the

walls, felt an infinite regret for having abandoned their

houfes with fuch preciptation ; and fancying that the

barbarians had turned their arms another way, or had
been repulfed by the Chriftians that were left in the
city, they returned back thither in fpite of all that the

grand mailers could fay, and delivered themfelves up
to the fury of the barbarians, who put near feven thou-

fand ofthem to the fword. A company of nuns, chil-

dren and old men, who had run for fnelter to the ho-
ly fepulchre, and the church of Calvary, v/ere facri-

Aced in the very place vvhere the Saviour of mankind
was

» Sanut, p. 17^
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was pleafcd to die for their falvation, and there was

no fort of cruelty and profanation that thefe barbarians

did not a»5l in the holy city.

The templars in the mean time having advice, that

a detachment of the fultan of Egypt's had joined them,

calLd in the fultans of Damalcus and Emefih, who
were his enemies, to their fuccoui*. Thefe infidels fent

them four thoufand horfe, commanded by Mucha,
one of their generals. The lords of the country, mak-
ing their valfals and the militia take arms, joined

the Chriflian army. There palfed at firft k-veral skir-

mifes between the two parties, in which the Coraf-

mins, though fuperior in numbtr, loft more than the

Chriftians.

At laft, by the patriarch's precipitation, contrary to

the advice of the principal officers, they came to a ge-

neral engagament. The Chriftian army was drawn

up in three bodies. The grand mafter of the hofpital-

lers, with the knights of his order, and fuftained by

Waller III. count of Jaffa, and nephew to king John,

commanded the lefc wing : Moucha, at the head of

the Turcomans, commanded the right, and the tem-

plars, with the militia of the country, were in the cen-

ter **. They fought on both fides with the fame cou-

rage and inclination ; but there was a vaft inequality

in their number. The Corafmins had ten to one, and,

to make the difadvantage ftill greater, as foon as the

armies were engaged, moft of Moucha's troops, either

out of cowardice or treachery, quitted their ranks, and

fled,

The Chriftians, refolving either to vanquifh or die,

feemed not at all difcouraged, nor gave ground on

this oc<^fion : the battle lailed two days: the knights

of the two orders made prodigious efforts of valour,

but at laft their ftrength being quite fpent, and over-

whelmed with the multitude of the enemy, they were

all in a manner either killed or taken pnfoners : there

efcaped out of this general flaughter, only twenty fix

hofpitallers

;

» Epift. Fred. Imperatoris. Matt. Paris in Hen. III. p. 6l8.
* Joinville vie dc S. Louis, parduCangep. 99,
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hofpitallers ; (fome accounts fay but fixteen) thirty

three templars and three Teutonic knights : the two
•grand mailers of the hofpitallers and templars, and a
commander of the Teutonics were killed at the head
of their companies. The hofpitallers not long after

chofe for their grand mafter brother

Bertrand de Comps, an old knight, Bertrand
-whofe valour and experience raifed de Comps.
him to the fame dignity, which a gen-

tleman ofhis name had formerly been inverted with*.

This general defeat completed the ca-

lamities of the Holy Land. The emperor 1243;
Frederic, in a letter direfled to the earl of
Cornwall his brother-in-law, laments this fatal day,
and lays the blame of it on the templars, who, after

breaking the truce, which he had made, as he fays,

by the hofpitallers advice, with the fultan ofEgypt^
trufted too implicitly to the fuccours and promifes of
the fultans of Damafcus and Carac^

.

Brother William de Chateauneuf, preceptor of
rthe hofpitallers of St. John ofjerufalem, and after-

wards grand mafter of the order, in a letter which he
wrote to the feignior de Merlai, attributes, in like

manner, this bloody iuvafion of the Corafmins, to

the league made with the fultan of Damafcus,
againft his enemy the fultan of Egypt; and, 1244.
according to this knight's account of that

bloody battle, in which he himfelf was prefent, the

two grand mafters were killed in it, and none of the
hofpitallers got off but himfelf and fifteen more, to

lament, fays he, the fate of thofe who died for the

defence of the holy places and that of the Chriftians.

Vol. L JS b Both
» Joinville, vie de S. Louis, p. 100.

** Dum piacter idem quod templariorum fuperba religio, et a-
borigenariorum terrae Barorum deliciis, educata luperbit, Solda-
num Babyloniae ad evccandum auxilium Choerminorum per bel-

Jum improbum et impvovifum coegerunt, noftroregio fcsdere par-

vi ^penfo, quod nos, una cum conventu et magiftris^domorum
Sanfti Joannis ct Sai^fVa; Mariaj Teutonicorum, nomine noftro

contraxcramus. Epift. Fred. Imperat. de depopulatione Terrie
Sanitae, Matt. Paris, ad. anot I2<4-
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Both indeed were a real objeft of compafTion. This
.order, once fo flouril'hing*, was now in a manner de-

llroyed, and the Chriilians, to whom the templars

and hofpitallcrs ufed to fcrve for a defence, were now
left without any, and forced to immure themfclves

within the town of St. John d'Acre, while the Coraf-
mins encamped in the plain two miles from the

place, ravaged the open countiy, burnt the villages

and towns, and either murdered the inhabitants with-

out mercy, or carried them oiF into a miferable fla-

very.

But God, who, at the time appointed by his mer-
cy, revenges his cliildren upon the miniilers he made
ufe of in his wrath, fuffered diflenfions to rife up a-

mong thefc favage creatures ; mofl of them killed one
another, and the wretched remains of thefe barbari-

ans, being difperfcd in the countiy, were knocked on
the heail bypeafants. In a word, they were all de-

jtroyed, even to their very name, which, fmce that

time, is no where mentioned in hillory''.

-" The lofs fuftained by the hofpitallers agalnft thefe

barbarians did not cool their zeal and courage. Wc
have obfcrved, that thofe knights made head in all

quiirters againft the infidels, and never failed to ap-

pear w herevcr the Chriftians made war againft them.

Spain, Hungary, and the principality of Antioch, re-

ceived new advjintages from the fuccour of th*.'ir arms.

Hugh dc Forcaiquicr, caftellan ofEmpofta, was con-

ftantly in the army of donjames king of Arragon. He
appeared at the head of all the knights of that king-

dom at the fiege of Xatira ; and the hiltorian of Ara-

gon obferves, that a knight of St. John, called Don
Pedro de Villaragut, diftinguilhed himfelf there by ac-

tions of furprizing valour.

The kni^'hts of Hungary rendered no lefs eminent

fervices to their country againft the Tartars, who, at

that
• Eplft. flebilis praelatorum Terras San£lae in Matt. Paris, ad

ann. 1244. lib. 3. p. 631.
'' Et fa£lum eft ut fuU cclo nomcn conm penilus dclcrctur,

adco quod nee eorura vcftigia apparucrint. Matt. Paris^ a>l. ann.

1247'
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tnat time ravagedTranfylvania, Hungary and Poland.

Pope Innocent IV. wrote to them, in the moil preff-

ing terms, as may be feen by his brief of the eight of
the Calends of July, in the fifth year of his pontificate.

Thefe noble warriors took up arms immediately, and,

joining the Frangipani, who were then lords of Dal-
matia and Croatia, they drove thefe barbarians out of
Hungary, brought king Belo, who had been forced

to quit his dominions, back in triumph, and replaced

him on the throne.

Such important fervices did not fail ofa fuitable re-

compence ; and, befides new privileges conferred up-
on them, this prince, who was fon to king Andrew
before mentioned, walking in the ileps of his father,

granted lands and manors to the order, being perfuad-

ed, that he thereby acquired fo many brave warriors

to his kingdom, and illulbious defenders to his fub-

jedHs, who were often expofed to the incurfions of the

infidels. 'Tis thus the hiHorian of Hungary exprolfes

himfelf on this occaiion, calling the hofpitallcrs by
anticipation the knights of E-hodes, though they did
not take that name till an age after this event.

Whilst the knights were thus employed in Hun-
gary againil: the Tartars, the prince of Antioch vv'as

attacked on a fudden, by the Selgeucidian Turco-
mans, who, an age before, had quitted their defarts,

chofen themfelves leaders, and over-run at the fame
time feveral countries of Afia, as we have obferved in

the beginning of the firflbook.

The prince of Antioch, furprized at this unexpec-
ted invafion, had recourfe to the military orders, the

ufual refuge of all the Latin Chriflians. The two
grand mafters took the field, with tlie remainder of
their knights, and drav/ing out likeways the troops

which they had in pay, marched direftly againil: the

infidels. The fight was long and bloody ; the number
of the Turcomans, who vv'ere brave foldiers, balan-

ced the ufual rfFe(^s of the valour of thefe knights.

Brother Bertrand de Comps, grand mafter of the hof-

pitallers, fall of indignation at a reliitance he was not

B b 2 ufed
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ufcd to meet wich, throws himfelf into the midll: of
the enemy's fquadrons, breaks them, and puts theni

to flight. But in this laft charge he received fo many
wounds, that he died foon after, and the order chofc

for his fucceflbr brother Peter de Vil-

Peter de lebride, a knight highly eft<iemed for

VzLLEBRiDE. his piety and valour. I'hey could not

1248. have made a better choice, efpecially

in relation to a new crufade, which
St. Louis, king of France, was to head in pcrfon, and
which we are now to fpeak of.

The news of the rout of the Chriftian army being
brought to pope Innocent IV. who was then in the

chair of St. Peter, that pontiff, to engage the Chrifti-

'An% of the weft to fend a new fuccour to the Holy
Land, called a general council at Lyons, which was
opened on the eve of St, Peter and St. Paul. Gale-
lan, bilhop of Berytus, who brought over the account
ofthe vidory of the Corafmins, preiented to the fathers

of the council a letter, written by the patriarch of Je-
rufalem, and the billiops of Palcftinc, to all the pre-

lates of France and England, and containing a relati-

on of that difmal event which was drawn up almofl

in thefe terms.

The Tartars, after deftroying Perfia, turned

their arms again ft the Corafmins, and drove them
* out of their country. Thefe barbarians, having no

fe.tled abode, made application to feveral Sarazen

princes, to grant them lome country to dwell in,

but in vain ; for they are a people of fo cruel a dif-

** pofition, that tliofe who come the neareft to them
in that refpeft, refufed to give them any iheiter.

Hie fultan of Egypt was the only perfon that a6led

otherways ; he invited them into Paleftinc, and pro-
*' mifed the afliftance of his forces to maintain thera
** there. They entered the country with a vaft ar-

my, compofed almoft entirely of horfe, bringing

their wives and children along with them. Their
incurfion was fo fudden, that no body could either

forefee or oppofe it ; and they ravaged, without

y oppofition.
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" eppofition, all the country, from Thoron of the
** knights, to Gaza or Gazer.

** In To furprizing an invaiion, there was no other

expedient but to fet one barbarian againll another -,

and, by the concurring fentiments of the templars,

hofpitallers. Teutonics, and gentry of the country,
** it was refolved to demand fuccour of the fultans' of
*' Damafcus and la Chamelle, our allies, and fworn
" enemies to the Corafmins. But as this fuccour was

both remote and uncertain, the danger prejfTmg, and
Jerufalem without walls and fortifications, about

fix thoufand inhabitants went to feek for refuge in

other Chrilllan towns, and only a fmall number of
Chriflians were left in the capital.

" Such as quitted Jerufilem, took the road of the

mountains, where they thought themfelves fafeft,

" becaufe the Mahometans who inhabited there were
" fubjefts ofthe fultan of Carac, with whom we were

in truce. But thefe mountaineers, violating the

faith of the treaty, fell upon thefe rufugees, killed

part of them, took and fold others, even the nuns.;

and thofe who got down into the plains were maifa-

cr^d by the Corafmins; fo that fcarce three hundred
were left out of all that number of people.' At
lall the Corafmins forced their way into the holy
city. The few Chriftians that were left there, wo-
men, children, and old men, having taken refuoe in

the church of the holy fepulchre, thofe barbarians
butchered them all in that holy place ; and, cutting

off the heads of thepriefts, who were then oiEciat-

ing, they faid one to another. Let us fhed here the
blood of Chriftians, in the very place where they
offer up wine to their God, who they fay was hanged
here. They afterwards pulled off all the ornaments
from the holy fepulchre, profaned the church of
Calvary, rummaged the tombs of the kings of Je-
rufalem, difturbing the afhes of the dead, and fcat-
tering their remains abroad. The churches cf mount
oion^ the temple and the vale of Jehofaphat,

B b 3
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* Mattj Paris, ad. anji. 1244.
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" where the blefTed virgin's fepulchre is to be {a^nf
" were no better treated. In the church of Bethle-

" hem they committed abominations too horrible to

<* be related, carrying their impiety to a much more
*' outragious height than ever the Sarazens did, who
" always paid ibme regard to the holy places.

*' The military knights, and the barons of the
** country, in conjundlion with the fuccours fcnt them
*' by the fultans their allies, advanced direftlyagainft

•* the barbarians, marching along the fea coaft, and
** came up with them near Gazer or Gaza. They
'* joined battle on the eve of St. Luke. The Sarazens
"** immedtately in our army took to their heels ; fo that

** the Chriftians, being left alone to oppofe both the

** Corafmins and Babylonians, were born down by the
** multitude of their enemies. Out of the three mili-

<* tary orders, there were faved but thirty three tem-
" plars, twenty fix hofpitallers, and three Teutonic
" knights. Mofl: of the nobility and gentry of the

" country either perifhed in the battle, or were taken
•* prifoners.

** In this extremity, we have implored fuccours from
** the king of Cyprus, and the prince of Antioch

;

*^ but we know not what they can do for us, or what
*< we are taexpe£l from them; and, great as our lofs

" has been, we arc ftill apprehenfive of greater to

«* come. The hofpitallers are bcfieged by the Sara-

'« zens in the caftle of Afcalon ; the Holy Land is left

«' deilitLJtc of cCA human fuccour; the Corafmins are

*« encamped in the plain, two miles from Acre ; from

*« whence they ravage the v/hole country as far as

<« Nazareth ; fo that if we have no relief fent us by
«< the month of May, the Holy Land is infallibly loH,

*' and we ihall be forced into fome callles which are

<« flill left us, and which the hofpitallers and templars

*' have undertaken to defend."

The reading of this letter drew tears from the v/hoIe

afiembly, The fathers of the council ordered the cru-

fade to be preached up through all Chnilendom ; and

that fuch as had already put on the crofs, or fhould~
put
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put it on afterwards, ihould aflemble in a place to be a-

grecdon, to receive the pope's bleffing; that therefhould

be a truce for four years between all Chriftian princes

;

that during all that time there Ihould be no turna-

ments, nor feafts, nor public rejoicings ; that the

faithful Ihould be exhorted to contribute out of their

fortunes and eftates, for carrying on fo rigliteous an

expedition, and that ecclefiaftics ihould pay the twen-

tieth of their revenues, and cardinals the tenths, for

three years fuccclTively.

Several princes, and a great number of the nobi-

lity, efpecially of the kingdom of France, put on the

crofs. But none did it with fo much zeal, courage,

and devotion, as Louis IX. king of France, known
fince by the name of St. Louis. The pope founded

his greateft hopes upon that prince. " Our Saviour
<' (fays the pontiff, in his letter to the nobilit}^ and
*« gentry of the kingdom) feems, out of all the other
«« princes of the world, to have chofen our deareft fon,

<* the king ofFrance, for the deliverance of the Holy
«* Land, who, befides the virtues which diftinguifn

« him fo highly above other fovereigns, commands
«* likeways a mighty and a warlike nation «." This
prince did not ftay for the pope's inilances and exhor-

tations to engage him to fuccour the Chrillians of the

eaft. As foon as he heard of the vidlory of the Ccraf-

mins, he refolved to go in perfon to the Holy Land ;

and, as he was obliged to wait till the aifairs of his

kingdom would permit him to take fuch a voyage, he
fent them, in the mean time, large fupplies of troops

and money, which he committed to the care and ma-
nagement ofthe hofpitallers and templars.

They had received orders in the weft, to fend into

Paleftine the new knights, and fuch as were as yet

probationers, with a body of fecular troops, and all

the money depofited in the chell of the priories ; and
the

* Ut abftergerentur lacryma? a maxlllis matris noAra? eccle/iae

deplorantis filios fuos nuper tiucidatos, dominus rex^Francorum,
bofpitalarii quoque et tcmplaiii milites neophitos, et manum ar-

niatam, cum thefauro non mocico, illuc ad confolationem et aux-
jlium ibi ccmmcrantium feftinanter tranfmiferunt.
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the two grand mafters having recourfe to God, to Kva^

plore the blefling of heaven upon their arms, appointed

extj-aordinary fails, and continual prayers to be offer-

ed up throughout the order*.

These knights, befides the king of France"'s mo-
ney, and th;it of the order, brought hkeways with

them a thoufand pounds, that Richard^ earl ofCorn-

wall dedicated to the defence of the holy places. The
two grand mailers fent afterwards to the fultan of

Egypt, to demand a pafs for two of their knights, to

be deputed to him on a paiticular negotiation. The
defign of their embafly, was to redeeiA out of the

hands of the Sarazens, the hofpitallers and templars,

that had been taken in the late battle, and delivered

up to them by the Corafmins. Formerly both the orders

had always looked upon thofe that furrendered prifon-

ers ofwar, as fo many dead men ; but now, at fuch a

difmal jun6lure,the grand mailers did not think it pro-

per to keep up to the feverity of this difcipline : and

in hopes of receiving a new reinforcement from thefe

prifoners, they fent away deputies with a large fum of

money, to procure their, ranfom. The pafs neceffary

for their fecurity being delivered, thefe commilTioners

fet out and arrived at the Egyptian Babylon, or at

grand Cairo, places which, by reafon of their neigh-

bourhood, are very often confounded by hiHorians.

The two knights, to fmoothe the way for fo extraordi*

nary a negotiation, diilributed feveral fums among the

minillers and favourites of the fultan. The perfon

then pofleffed of that dignity was Salech, the fon of

Camel, the eldeft of Saffadin's children, a very poli-

tic prince, and formidable to his neighbours. 'Tis

to this prince, that the inftitution of that body of

troops called Mam a lucks is afcribed. They were

fo named from an Arabic word, which fignifies a
flave

* Statucrunt inter fe orationes ct icjunia praeter follta fpeciali-

ter pro liberatiojie Terrae Saiida: faciendz. Matt. Paris.

* Comes Richardus ex innata fibi magnificcntia illuc in Tuc-

curfum mille Jibios per hofpttalarios tranfmifit. Idem ibid.
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ilave that is fold, becaufe they were children carried

off by the Tartars in their excurfions, and bought of

them by Salech. Of thefe he formed a regiment, out

of which he took his principal ofEcers, and they be-

came at laft fo powerful, that they appropriated to

themfelves the right of chufmg their fovereign. The
deputies of the two military orders acquainted fultan

Salech with the occafion of their embaify, and pro-

pofed entering into a negotiation for the ranfom and

liberty of their brethren. But the fultan, who had

made a fecret and ilridt alliance with the emperor Fre-

deric, and befides knew very well how odious th«

knights of both orders were to him, " God forbid,

*' fays he to his miniiU-rs, that I fliould treat with
" fuch a perfidious fet of men, that would formerly
*' have delivered up their emperor; and though they

" call one another brethren and companions in arms,

have yet,, for five years pall, when ever they met,

fallen upon one another, with more rage and fury

than they fhew againfl: the enemies of their law. Do
not we know, adds that prince, what little ftrefs is

to be laid on the words of the templars, and that

they were the knights, who, out of antipathy to
*' the hofpitallers, violated the truce which I had
*•' made with the king of England's brother, whom

the templars, by way of contempt, called that little

boy ? And yet, in the late battle, we faw thefe very

templars, tliofe proud and arrogant natures, aban-
** don themfelves to a fhameful flight ; and, what nc-
** ver happened in their order before, he that bore
*' beaufean, or ftandard of the crofs, in contempt of
** his duty, and the rules of his inllitution, was the
*' firft that fled. But this is not the only point in

" which the templars and hofpitallers have for a
" long time, without any fcruple, broken the lla'iutes

** of their profelfion. Whence is it, for inllance, that
*' thefe knights, who by their laws ought at moft to

" part with only their capuce, or their girdle, for

" their ranfom, now offer us fuch great fums, but to

** fortify themfelves by theii' number againfl our
" power ^
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power ? No, go and tell them, that fince the di-

vine juflice has delivered them into my hands, they
fhall never be fet at liberty as long^ as I live ; and
that, following the example of their predecelTors,

I can make no difference between a knip-ht that is

a prilbner, and a knight dead upon the field of
" battle."

In vain did the fultan's minlflers remonRrate to him,
that he would lore,bv this refolution, very confiderable

fums, which ne might have for the liberty of the knights.

That inf.del prince, who was no flranger to the dif-

ferences between the emperor and the pope, and knew
to what a degree the knights were devoted ta the ho-
ly fee, rejcfted with obllinacy and contempt all the

offers they could make him. l"he deputies were oblig-

ed to go back as they came, without being able to

perfuade the fultan to any degree of compliance j but

before their departure, complaining to that prince's

minifters of the great expence they had been at to

no purpcfe in prefents, of v/hich they had the benefit,

thofe minillers, to make them in a manner feme fort

of amends, told them, as a fecret, that there was but

one way to procure the prifoners their liberty, which
was, by the emperor's defiring it of the fultan : from
whence it is eafy to infer, fays Matthew Paris », the

ftridl amity there was between Frederic and the Ma-
hometan prince. But as the deputies, on the other

hand, were fenfible that the emperor was in war with

the pope, and that their fuperiors could have no cor-

refpondence with that prince, who was aiflually under

fentence of excommunication, they returned home with

grief at leaving their brethren in captivity with the in-

fidels.

St. Louis, after he had made a refolution to march
into the eaft, fpent two years in regulating all affairs

within his kingdom, and in fecuring it from abroad

by a general peace with his neighbours. This prince,

after difcharging thofe firft and moft indifpenfable du-

ties

* Ex cujus tcnore colligi poteft quanta familiaritas FredcricuMi

cum rukams copulavit. p. 6oS«
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ties of a fovereign, went to St. Denis on June 1 2th,

A. D. 1248, attended by Robert count of Artois,

and Charles dukeof Anjou, his brothers, and received

there from Eudes de Chateauroux, the pope's legate,

the oriflame, a fort of llandard like a banner, with the

alms, purfe, and the ftair, according to the ufaal prac-

tice of pilgrims. Alphonfus, count ofPoidliers, the

king's third brother, though he had put on tlie crofs,

llaid fome time longer in France, with queen Blanche
their mother, whom the king left regent of the king-

dom in his abfcnce. Louis embarked afterwards at

Aiguemortes, a famous port at that time, but now an
inland town, four leagues fl*om the fea, which is fmce
retired to that diftance. He fet fail Augull 28th, with

a favourable wind, and arrived happily in the road of
Limiffo, in the ifland of Cyprus, on September I7thj

the fame year. He was received there by Hgnry dc
Lufignan king ofthe ifle, upon whom the pope, to be
revenged on the emperor, and prince Conrad his fon,

had lately conferred the title of king of Jerufalem,

under colour of the pretended rights of queen Alice his

mother.

The king of France, after refrefhing himfelf a few
days, being impatient to fignalize his zeal, propofed

to put to fca, and fail for Egypt. He was feconded

in this motion by fome noblemen, who were concern-

ed in the laft crufades, and reprefented to him, that

if he (laid longer in the ifle of Cyprus, he would ex-

pofe himfelf and his army to ail the inconvenicncies

of a country, where the water and air were equally

dangerous to ftrangers : v/hereas Egypt afforded at

once proper conquefts to make, and every thing that

was necefiary for life. But the king could not follow

his own inclination, by reafon that part of his army
was not yet arrived ; befides the king of Cyprus of-

fered to accompany him with all the gentry of the

ifland, if he would allow them the neceilary time to

prepare for fuch an expedition : fo the term of their

departure was fixed for the fpring following.

The
* Sanut, I. 2. p. 2. c. 3.
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The pious king employed his ftay very ufefully in

making up the divifion, which a fpirit of jealoiify oc-
cafioned between the templars and the hofpitallers ;

and he terminated at the iamc time the diiterences be-

tween Hayton, king of the Le/Ter Armenia, and Bo-
hemund V. prince of Antioch and Tripoli. 'Twas
during the king's llay in the ille of Cyprus, that the
grand mafter of the temple, and the marihal of the

order of the hofpitallers, impatient to procure the dif-

charge of their knights, that were in the hands of the

infidels, wrote to that prince to feel his pulle, whether
he was difpofed to enter into an accommodation with
the fultan of Egypt. The holy king, burning with
zeal, rejefted the propofal with indignation, and for-

bade the grand mafter, on pain of his difpleafure, ever

to make him the like again. The grand mailer's ene-

mies gave out, that there was a fecret correfpondence

between him and the infidel prince, and that for the

clofer cementing afriendfliip between them, they had
caufed themfelves to be blooded in the fame porenger,

as if the mixture of their blood would unite their

hearts the more firmly to each other. We fliall not

enter into a difcufiion of the truth of this lall fadl,

which does not appear vtry probable, efpecially after

the rough manner in which the fultan had rejeded the

grand mailer's embafladors. We (hall only obferve,

after the Sire de Joinville, that in the treaties of peace

and alliance, made at that time with the barbarians,

they infilled upon this ceremony of being let blood to-

gether, mixing their blood with wine, and even of

drinking it fo. This was pradlifed between Baldwin

II. and a king of Comania, as the feignior de Toucy,

an eye-witnefs, afhrmed to St. Louis*. But there is

not the leall probability, that the fultan, who had
juft before refufed to treat about the ranfom of the

knights, Ihould prefently after make a new alliance

with the grand maflcr of the temple ; 'tis much more
reafonable to think, that the military orders, upon

whom the burden of defending Palelline lay continu-

ally,

* JoinvJUc, p, 94,
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ally, would have been glad the truce had not been

broken, nor a powerful enemy and neighbour pro-

voked, under pretence of a new crufade, v/hich, like

moft ofthe reft, after fome flight efforts, would aban-
don the eaft, return into France, and leave the whole
weight of the war to be fullained by the knights, and
the poor remnant of Latin Chriiiians that dwelt in Pa-
leftine.

The king paid very little regard to the reprefenta-

tions of the grand mafter; fo that after eight months
flay in the ifle of Cyprus, he embarked with the queen

his wife, the countefs of Anjou, the king of Cyprus,

prince Robert, and Charles his brothers, the legate,

and all the perfons of quality, on Trinity Sunday,

A. D. 1249; all the fleet fet fail, and on the fixth

day arrived before Damiata. The two grand mailers

repaired thither afterwards, with the choiceft of their

knigrhts. Louis found the bank lined with the ful-

tan's troops, which pretended to oppofe his landing

;

but that prince, tranfported with zeal and courage,

threw himfelffirft into the water fword in hand, and
being followed by his nobles and gentry, charged the

infidels, and put them to flight. The fugitives carried

terror and confternation with them into the city, and
though that place was reckoned the flrongeft in all

Egypt, yet the garrifon abandoned it, and the inha-

bitants, loading themfelves with their moft valuable ef-

fefts, ftoie out by night, after firft fetting fire to the city,

and fled for refuge into the higher Egypt. It was not

long before they had an account of this general defer-

tion : two flaves of the infidels gave them notice about

8 o'clock in the morning, that the city was abandoned.

The king, after taking the neceflary precautions to

be afllired of the truth of fo furprizing an event, made
his entry into the place, at the head of his troops

;

the legate purified the principle Mofque, where Tc
Deum was afterwards fung with great folemnity.

The queen, the legate, the patriarch and the bilhops,

fixed their abode in this city, and the king, fearing

the confequences of the Nile's inundation, and inftru<5l-

VoL. L C c ed
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td by the misfortunes uhich the legate Pelaglus's

ohilin^icy had brought upon the army of John deBri-

enne, and the troops of the crufade, rcfolved to pafs

the reft of the fununer there, the exceffive heats of

that fciifon not allowing an army in that country to

keep the field.

Alphonsus count of Poitiers, the king's brother,

whom that prince had li^ft in France, embarked the

twenty fixth of Augull, with the princefs Jane his

wife, only daughter of Ralmond count of Tholoufe,

and they arrived two months after at Damiata. The
count of Poitiers landed with a ftrong reinforcement,

called by Johwille the arriere-ban of France*, the ar-

rival of which augmented the king's zeal and cou-

rage. That prince fiiw himfelf at the head of a migh-

t\i army, fullalned by the two military orders, who
knew the country, and the method of making war a-

moncr the infidels ; the fea was open, the mouth of

of the Nile free for the receiving of new fuccours,

and terror and conflernation feemed to have feizcd

the enemy.
The only point was to determine, whether they

fhould go and attack them in Alexandria, or in grand

Cairo itfelf. Peter de Dreux, the old count ofBre-

tagne, was of opinion, that they fliould turn tlieir

arms firll againll; Alexandria, the port whereof would

be of a great advantage for the fleet and convoys ; but

the count of Artois declared himfelf for the ficge of

grand Cairo, out of a notion that the taking of the ca-

pital would be attended with the furrender of other

places, whereas the reducing of Alexandria would

not, he faid, exempt the army from forming after-

wards the fiege of Cairo. This rcafon prevailed, or

perhaps the obftinacy and haughtinefs with which

that prince ufually maintained his opinion^. Grand

Cairo was about fifty leagues from Damiata, and a-

be t the mid way they were to pafs by the town of

\ ;u:e, where the infidels were intrenched on the

L;.nk. of a branch of the N:le, called the Thanis.

The
• Jrinvill', p. sj.
^ Jojfi\iilc, p. 27.
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The king marched from Damiata, at the head of

his army on November aoth, and upon the road re-

ceived advice of the fultan's death, occafioned by a

gangrene in one of his legs. But the common people,

who will never allow that princes die like other men, or

of ordinary deaths, reported, that he was poifoncd by
a valet dc chambre, bribed for that purpofe by the ful-

tan of Damafcus, his enemy. But be that as it will,

the army marched en continually, without meeting in-

deed any oppofition in their march, but withal with-

out finding any provifions in the neighbourhood. Thi
country was defcrted and abandoned ; a profound Ib-

litude reigned on all fdes, and there was no appear-

ance of aijy enemy in the £eld. This tranquillity did

not laft long ; as the Chriftians drew near to Ma-lbure,

they were infelted day and night Vv^ith skirmiihes. Eve-

ry day produced a new engagement, and they narrow-

ly efcap;jd the treachery of (ome Saracens, who pre-

tending to be deferters, had like to have furprized

the templars ». Five hundred Egyptian horfe, under

fomxC pretence or other, coming to fubmit themfelves to

the king, that prince received them, and having no

miilrufl:, left them together in a body : they m.arched

too generally in the van, as knowing the country

better than the wcikrn troops. The, army, after

a month's march, drew near the arm of the Nile,,

which is called Thanis, when thefe traitors iseing a

fquadron of the templars farther advanced than the

reft, drev/ their fcyniiters, and charged them fudden-

ly. But they had to do with warriors that were never

frighted at the number of their enemies : the fqua-

dron fiood their ground, the knights fought with their

ufual valour, and gave time for their comrades to come
up to their fuccour. The iniidels were foon furround-

ed on all fides -, the traitors v/ere cut in pieces, all

died by the fword, except fuch as attempting to crofs

the Thanis to join their army, were drov/ned in that

canal.

C c 2
"^ The

• Joinvillcj p. 3J,
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The king, forefeelng that the difficulty of the ptT-
fage might detain him a long while in that angle,
which is formed by two arms of the Nile, took
care to fortify his camp there. This precaution was
neceflary againil enemies, who advanced every hoar
to attack him even in his intrenchments. As he had a
large, deep, 2nd unfordable channel, the king at-

tempted to raifc a bank or caufeway, but the infidels

continually interrupted his work by their wildfire,

which burnt his machines *. At lafl: an Arabian, a Be-
douin, for the fum of five liundied begins of gold,

ihewed him a ford*", upon which the count of Artois

dcfired leave of the king to pafs overfirft ; and in or-

der to obtain it, engaged, provided he h:id the tem-
plars and hofpitallers with him, to fccure the paflage

lor the refl of the army. The king, fearing the young
prince lliould truft too much to his courage, and thro'

an eager dcfire of glory, iliould engage himfelf toO'

far among the entmies, made him fwear upon the

gofpels, that he would attempt notliing, till the whole
army was paficd ; and for the greater precaution, he

ordered that the templars and hofpitallers, when they

were on the other fide, fliould lead the van, and be
put at the head of all the troops that were to march
under the ccunt his brother's orders.

That prince, at break of day, fct out for the ford,

at the head of about one thoufand four hundred hoife,

compofed of the templars and hofpitallers, and two
hundred Engliih knights, commanded by William earl

of Salisbury, who was come at their head to the fuc-

cour of the Holy Land. All thefe troops following

the Bedouin for their guide, threw themfelves into the

water with a reiblute courage. 1'he defcent was eaf}',

and the bottom firm and folid : but there was more dif-

ficulty in getting out at the place of landing, by rea-

fon that the bank was fteep, and of a great height.

The count of Aitois, with his troop, landed the firil

in fpite of three hundred horfe of the enemies that

were

• Joinville. p 41.
^ Matt. Paris, p. 789.
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were minded to oppofe his pafTage. He charged them
at his landing, and as there was no equality in the

match, the Saracens, as foon as they faw him over,

disbanded, and ran galloping back to their camp.

The count, forgetting the oath and the word he

had given the king his brother, purfued them fword

in hand, though the two grand mailers cried out to

him, that this flight was perhaps only a ufual ftrata-

gem of the oriental nations. But Robert, who liftened

to nothing but his courage, arrived as foon as the fu-

gitives at the enemies camp, furprized them, forced

their intrenchments, broke into their camp, and, ia

fpke of all the refiilance that Facardin, general of the

Saracens, who died in this adion, could make, the in-

fidels concluding, that the whole Chriftian army had
broke into their camp, fled, fome of them towards

Cairo, whilll others threw themfelves into Maffoure,

and not judging 11 fafe there, haflened away to a
greater diftance, without daring to rally, till they

thought themfelves far enough not to be feen by the

enemy.
Nothing could have been wanting to fo glorious

and furprizing a fuccefs, if the count had known how
to be fatisfied with it». But the fight of Maf-
foure, fet open and abandoned both by the e- Feb. 8,

nemy, and moil of its inhabitants, was a fatal:

charm which prevailed over all the remonRrances that

William de Sonnac, grand mailer of the templars,.

could make: he was abfolutely refolved to continue

the purfuit. In vain did that old warrior reprefent to

him, that he owed his vi(^ory, and the defeat of the

infidels, only to a panic terror, and to their being

perfuaded, tliat the whole Chriilian army had crofied

the river, and was preient in the adlion ; that he

Ihould be careful not to undeceive them j for as fooa

as they difcovered the Imall number of his troops,,

they would rally as ufual, return to the charge, and
hem him in on all fides. The young prince, natural-

ly haughty, and riow more elated by this beginning of
C c 3 vJdory,

» Malt. Pari;, ad ann, 1250*
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viftory, cried out in a paflion, ** We nesd no other
*' proofs, but this artful difcourfe of the cor-refpon-

** dence which they fay the templars hold with the
*' infidels j here I plainly fee their treachery, and the
** feiitious temper of the hofpitallers. It is not with-
** out reafon that we ha\'e fo long been told, that they
** alone, to make themfelves always neceffary, and to
*' drain the well of its money, hinder the war from
*' beins: broup^ht to an end : this is the true caufe of

tlie lofs of fo many princes and lo-ds that have en-

gaged in the cru fades*, whom they have either poi-

foned, or fuffered to perifli in battle, for fear of
feeing themfelves fubje£l to the dominion of the

•' weftern princes : and who is there that can be a
** ftranger to the difficulty which the emperor Frede-
•* ric had to efcape their fnares and ambufhes* ?"

The two grand mafters, and the knights in gene-

tal, enraged at thefe reproaches, replied, '* Kow f

great prince, do you think that we have abandon-
ed our fortunes and our country, that w^ have ta-

ken the religious habit in a ftrangc land, and that

we daily expofe our lives only to betray the Chri-
** ftian church, and renounce our own falvation ? Be
** affured, a thought fo unworthy of a Chriftian nc-
«* ver entered into the mind of any knight*." The
grand mailer de Sonnac, tranfportcd with refentment,

cried out to the ftandard-bearer of the order, " Dif-
** play your banner; arms and death muil this day
"** decide our honour and our deftiny : we were in-

** vincible, added he, had we continued united, but
•' a fpirit of divifion is going to be the deflrudion of
«' both."

The earl of Salisbury was for interpofmg to bring

them to temper, and, directing his difcourfe to the

French prince, ** I believe, molt ferene count, fays
«' he

* Vide chron. Nangis ad an. 1249.
* Id ibifi. p. 790.
* Ut CjU'd, c imes eenero'e, habitum fufcip«remus religionis ?

Kuaquid ut ecelefiam Chrifti ev< itercmus, tt proc.itlonibus intcn*

denies animas noftras perderemuj? Abfit hoc a nobis, imo lbora«

ni Chrli^iiiDO, Matt. Paris, p. 7^0*
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" he to him, that you cannot err in following the ad-
*' vice of fo holy a man, and one of fuch a confum-
** mate knowledge in the art ofwar, as the grand ma-
** fter ; and young perfons will never fufFcr any dif-

** honour by depending on a man of his age and me-
** rit." But the Englifh lord was treated with as

jnuch indignity as the grand mafter ; and the count of
Artois anfwered this wile and rt;afonable difcourfe in

a taunting manner. All this, cried the prince, fmells

of the tail, alluding to a current report at that time,

that the Englilh, by way of punifhment for the mur-
der of St. Thomas of Canterbury, had tails clapped

to their backfide. Count Robert, replies the Engliih

earl, with indignation, *' I'll go fuch a length of
•* danger to day, that you (hail not come near fo
** much as my horfe's tiil." And, upon faying thefe

words, they all pufhed forward immediately like mad-
men, without following any orders or advice but what
their paffion and rage fuggerted. They entered all

into Maffoure, which they found open: foine Hopped
there to plunder, others advanced on, and endeavour-

ed to come up with the Saracens ; but thofe infidels

were already rallied under one of their leaders, called

Bendocdar, a brave officer, equally a foldier and a
general, who afterwards raifed himfelf by his courage

and capacity to the throne of his mailers. This ge-

neral, feeing the fmall number of the French, attack-

ed them again, and put them to flight in his turn.

The count of Artois was obliged to throw himfelf in-

to Maffoure, and was immediately invefled there ; and,

to prevent his efcape, Bendocdar, after fecuring the

gates, polled a confiderable body of troops between
the town and the Thanis, to prevent the king's ad-

vancing to the fuccour of his brother. That young
prince, whofe courage had hurried him into danger,

was attacked at the fame time by the regular troons,

and by the inhabitants of Maffoure : the one engaged
the French in the flreets, and the others fhowered
down upon them flones, burning coals, Soiling wa-
ter, and arrows from the tops of the houfesj fo that
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the count of Artois, the earl of Salisbury, and mofl of
the knights of both orders, perifhed in that unfortu-

nate adcion ; fcarce a man efcaped but the grand ma-
iler of the Temple, who, after lofing an eye, and be-

ing covered all over with wounds, made his way back
to the Chriftian army. The Saracens took fome pri-

foners, among which was the grand mailer of St. John.
The kino; himfelf had no better fortune. After vari-

ous actions, wherein he loft abundance of men, the

French, exceedingly weakened by difeafes and want of
provifions, were, in their retreat to Damiata, fur-

rounded, and overpowered by the prodigious numbers
of the barbarians. The king of France, Alphonfus

count of Poitiers, and Charles count of Anjou his bro-

thers, with all the nobility, were taken prifoners.

As I am not writing the hiftory of that prince, I do
not think myfelf obliged to dwell upon the detail and
circumftances of this difmal event, whereby a king fo

powerful, wife, and vail ant, was expofed as a fpec-

tacle to all the world, and as a moll deplorable in-

flance of the misfortunes of mankind. He obtained

his liberty from thefe barbarians, upon relloring Da-
miata, and paying eight hundred thoufand befants,

for the ranfom of the prifoners, the greateft part

of which fum was advanced by the hofpitallers and
templars'.

His intention at leaving Egypt was to return im-

mediately into France ; but the grand mafters of the

hofpitallers and templars made fo lively a reprefentati-

on to him of the miferable condition of the Holy
Land, and of the danger it was in ot falhng again in-

to the hands of the infidels, that he refolved to con-

tinue fome time in St John d'Acre, in order to re-

pair the fortifications of thofe other towns that the

Chrillians were flill mafters of.

During

• Pcflquam pf'cunine p aj*^cntatae qumtitntcm, qnsm mutuore-

ceprr.t a trmplar is et h Ipifia iis, Jtrmenlibu ft Pifinis peai-

lus rwaccc]3tis obfidibus, i)eriulviiict. Matt. Paris, p. 799.
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During his flay there, the prince of AfTaffins,

whom the French call the ancient, or rather

the feignior of the mountain, and whom we I25l»
have fpoken of before, fent two deputies to

demand of him the prefents which that vik captain of
banditti ufed to exadfrom princes, by way of tribute,

for not aiTaffinating them. " The emperor ofGer-
" many, fays one of thefe envoys to him, the king
*' ofHungary, the fulran of Egypt, and all other
" princes, have not failed to make him this acknow-
" ledgment, knowing well that they ihould live
** no longer than our prince plealed •

: he gives you
" notice therefore, to fubmit like them to the fame

cuilom, or at leaft to procure him a difcharge of
the tribute which he pays to the grand mailers of
the temple and hofpital." They were asked, fay*

Joinville, why they did not make away with the two
grand mailers, who forced them to pay that tribute.

" If our lord, replied they, Ihould caufe one of thefe
" grand mailers to be killed, there will foon be ano-
** ther as good in his room, and therefore he v/ill not
" expofe his men to danger, where nothing is to be
** got by it." The king, difdaining to give an an-
fwer to fuch barbarians, lent them to the two grand
mafters ; and Peter de Villebride, who underilood
their language, and knew how to deal wita thefe

banditti, takmg upon liim to be the fpokefman ;

" Your mailer, fays he to them, is very boid to offer

fuch propofals to a king of France ; if we had not

a refped: for your charadier as envoys, we would
have you thrown this moment into the fea ; get

you gone, and tell the feignior ofthe mountain, that

if he does not, in fifteen days time, fend the king
" letters, to acknowledge and make iatisfadion lor
*' his infolence, he will have the knights of the two
" orders upon his back."

The apprehenfion of their refentment made him a*

fraid, who ufed to make the generality of monarchs
tremble ; he fent back within the fifteen days^the fame

deputies,

• Joinville. p. 85. ct S6.
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deputies, who brought the king, in his name, a fhlrf,

to fignit'y that he would be attached to him as clofely

as a Ihiit flicks to an human body ; and they pre-

fented him at the fame time a gold ring, in which

the name of their mailer was engraved, which very

probably he fent him as a proteftion.

The Sire de Joinville, from whom I have taken

this paflage, relates another, which is indeed much
lefs confiderable, and even infigniiicant enough, ifa-

ny thing can be ib that is ufeful to give us a right no-

tion of the difcipline of the order in thofe antient

times. That lord, in the life he has left us of St. Louis,

writes, that whilfl: he attended upon the king in the

town of Acre, fome French gentlemen and knights,

who were come into the Holy Land under his ban-

ner, going not far from the town, to hunt antelops,

a fort of wild goat, common in that country, they

were met by fome hofpitallers, and a difpute

1251. arifmg about the game, they came to blows,

and the French were feverely handled.

The lord of Joinville comphiined immediately to

the grand mafter; 'twas Willi-

W I L L I A xM D £ am de Chateauneuf, whom wc
Chateauneuf. mentioned before, a Frenchman

by nation, an old knight, a rigid

obfervcrof the regular difcipline, who, after paffing

through all the offices of the order, had lately fucceed-

ed brother Peter de Villebride. This new grand ma-

iler, having examined into the affair, condemned his

knights to eat in the rcfedory on the ground upon

their mantles, according to the cuilom and pra6lice,

fays Joinville, of the Holy Land; and he adds, ** I

" was there prefent with the knights, and we defired

" the mailer to make the brothers get up off their

*' mantles, which he refufed ; but at laft we forced

' him to it, for we featcd ourfelves upon the ground
*' by them, in order to eat with them ; but they would
«' not fuffer it ; nay, they were obliged to get up from
^* us, to go and eat witlji the other brothers at the

«* table.



William de Chateauneuf Grand "Mafier, 309

<' table, leaving us their mantles, probably by way of
«< fatisfadion and reparation."

They kept a profound filence in the refe<5lorles of
the order, pious and edifying le/Tons fupplied the

place of converfation, and it was owing only to the in-

Itances and remonllrances of brother Rambault, prior

of Hungary, that pope Innocent IV. who was then

in the chair of St. Peter, permitted the hofpitallers of
that nation to break filence in the refectory, when-
ever they were obliged to receive any fecular perfons,

eminent for their birth or dip-nities.

Such was the regular difcipline of this order, at the

time that St. Louis was fummoned back into France,

by the death of queen Blanche, his mother, regent ojf

the kingdom in his abfence. That prince, after for-

tifying St. John d'Acre, rebuilding Saide, Caefarea

and Jaifa, and leaving a confiderable fuccour of troops

and money in the countr)^, embarked on April

24th 1254, fraught with the bleffings and 1254.
prayers of all the people ; and, after having

been equally the admiration of the Saracens and of
the Chriftians, for his valour in adion, and an invin-

cible conftancy under his misfortunes.

Watever expence that holy king had been at, and
whatever precautions he had taken to put the few places

left the Chriftians in the Holy Land into a Hate of de^

fence, the pope, being juftly alarmed at his departure,

Tecommended the prefervation thereof, in a particular

jnanner, to the hofpitallers; and, to engage them to

it the more, he not only confirmed all the privileges

granted by his predecefTors to the order, but alfo imder
a notion of recompenfing the eflential fervices they

were continually doing to all Chriftendom, he beflovv-

cd upon them the monaftery of mount Thabor, built

upon that mountain in the manner of a fortrels, with
the caftle of Bethany, where queen Melifenda, wife
of king Fulk of Anjou, had formerly founded a con-
vent for nuns, who, after the lofs of Jerufalem, had
iretired into Europe.

ft
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If wc confider the fituation of the places, and the

neighbourhood of the Sarazens, thefe grants were not

fo much favours as engagements to frefh penis The
grand mafter, without any regard to the dangerous li-

tuation of thofe places, put feverai detachments of his

knights into them. He afterwards fortified the cuftlc

ofCrac, in the county of Tripoli, which had for acon-

fiderable time belonged to the order ; and as the grand

matter's only view v/as to reprefs the inroads of the infi-

dels, he put a hundred knights, with fome troops in pay

of the order, into the caftic of Aflur, which ferved as

a frontier gaiTifon, in refpc6l of the lands which tho

Saracens pofiefTed in Palelbne.

Cares, fo becoming his dignity, and the valour of

his knights, could not fail of the juileft encomiums,

if thefe knights and the templars had not at that time,

in contempt of the duties of their profeflion, and the

laws of Chriftianity, turned their arms againfl one an-

other. Their old animofities revived ; whether ftrong

or weak, they attacked one another where ever they

met. In fine, thefe two bodies, fo formidable to the

infidels, came to a fort of battle and general engage-

ment. The fortune of war proved noways favourable

to the templars ; not a man was taken prifoner, but

the hofpitallers cut in pieces all that came within the

reach of their fwords : fcarce, fays the ecclefiaftical

hiftorian*, was there left a templar to carry the news

of their defeat to the reft of their order. The remnant

of the templars in the Holy Land, not finding them-

selves ftrong enough to revenge the difgrace, fent a

general fummons to their brethren in the weft ; and,

what is moft furprifmg in this civil war, as it may be

called, where matters were carried to fuch a height of

fury and malicious refentment, is, that, excepting the

frequent battles and encounters occafioned by the jea-

loufy and mifunderftanding fo long fubfifting between

them,

• Conc'itante cnlm human! generis hoftc, imbutos mutuo cdio

ex infana zemulatione concepto anirr.os, hotpitalarii tan-am tem-

pkrioriim f>ragcm e. idere, ut vix acceptae cladis nuntiusfupcrcCet.

Ka;n. ad. acn. 1259' n. 61.
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them, there v/as ftlU kept up In their houfes the fame
fpirit of charity to the poor and pilgrims, and the

fame zeal for the defence of the Chriftians of Pale-

ftine. It were to have been wifhed their emulation

had never taken another turn.

The grand mafter de Chateauneufdied

about this time, and upon his death was 1260.

fucceeded by brother Hugh de Revel, of Hugh de
a noble family in Dauphiny, upon which Revel,
he reflecled a new luftre by his v^ife con-

duil in the government. During the eighteen years

that he was grand mafter, the order was put under a

new regulation with regard to its temporalities. We
have obferved, that all the eftates of the order were

managed by knights that were accountable for the

profits, and, after taking what was necefTary for their

own fubfillence, were obliged to remit the reft to the

fupreme houfe and treafury of the order. But as the

expences of thefe adminiiirators often fwallowed up
the whole income, and befides, the order, to provide

fupplies for the immenfe charge of a continual war,

ftood in need of a fixed and certain revenue^ they re-

folved, in a general chapter held at Caefarea, upon a

rate of the fums which each houfe was to fend to the

Holy Land, and pay into the treafury ; and becaufe

in the obediences and commiiTions given afterwards to

the knights intrufted with this adminiftration, they

made ufe of this exprefTion :
" We recommend thefe

" eftates to you;" Commendamus, * &c. This particu-

lar adminiftration of each houfe was ftiled Commen-
dataria; fromwhence came the nameof commandery,

and the title of commander.

Yet this title was not then given for life ; it might

be fuperfeded, and was fubftituted inftead of that of

preceptor, which had been made ufe of till that

time.

These commandries were afterwards ranged under

d.ifFerent priories. The prior was obliged to overfee

them, and fend to the Holy Land, cither in troops or

Vol. L D d money,
' Pantalcofl hi/l. 1. 3. p. Sz.

'
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money, tlie ordinary contributions of each comman-

dery within hir, priory, wliich were iiiled Rcfponfions,

anti might be railed according to theoccafions of the

order, and purfuant to the regulations and decrees of

the general chapter.

The chapter then held at Ccefarea, to Inforce this

principle of not converting the revenues of the order

to a private ufe ; a principle founded upon the vow of

poverty, to which all the knights had bound them-

fclves, forbade them to make wills, to appoint heirs,

or bequeath any legacies. By this ftatate they were not

fo much as allowed to leave by will any extraordina-

ry gratification to their fervants, without the exprcfs

confent of the grand mailer. Such was the difcipline

of the order at that time, necefiary indeed, not only

in regard to their vow of poverty, butlikewife on ac-

count of die continual wars which the order was en-

aagcd in againft the infidels. We are now going to en-

ter upon times ftill more difmal, wherein thefe milita-

ry friars continued to give new proofs of their zeal

and valour.

Bendocdar, who had fo eminent a (hare in the

defeat of Robert count of Aitois, reigned at that time

jn Egypt • he was the fourth of the Mamalucks that

had been raifed to the throne j and he got polTeflion

of it by the death of Melech-Elvahet, whom he cauf-

ed to be afiaflinated, under pretence that the fultan

\vould not break the truce which he had made with

the Latin Chriilians of Paleftine.

Bendocdar being chofen to fucceed him by the

Mamalucks, fignalized his acceffion to the

1263. crown by a bloody war which he made upon

the Chridians, and particularly upon the

knights of the two orders*. The fultan of Babylon,

fays pope Urban IV. writing to St. Louis, is come,

contrary to the faith of treaties, to encamp between

mount Thabor and Nairn, and his troops, in hatred

©f the ChrilHan name, deftroy all with fire and

fword up to the gates of Acre : he has demolifhcd the

church
* Ka'.n. ad. ann. 1263. n. z, 2,



Hugh de Revel Grand Majier. 313

cKufch of Nazareth, and that of mount Thabor. His

foldiers kill indilFerently all that they meet, without

diftinftion of age or fex. The fate of fuch as die by

the fwordof the Barbarians is now no longer to b^ la-

mented ; there are no forts of torments but they inHift

them on their prifonera, to force them to change their

religion.

The fultan refolvino- to drive the Chriftians entire-

ly out of Palefline, laid fiege to the fortrefs of AfTur,*

which belono-ed to the order of the hofpitaiiers. It

was one of the ftrongeft places in Paleiline, and the

grand mafter, befides the garrifon, had put ninety

k:ni(Thts into it, \^'ho were all killed one after another

in tjie feveral attacks ; and wlien the fuhan at

laft entered, it was OA^er the corpfe of thefe in- i 265.

trepid kni2:hts, who died on the breach, and

glorv'ing in their obedience, received the enemy Vv'ith

pleafure, and went joyfully to their death.

The tem.plars met v/ith no bettjr treatment in ths

year following, nor did they fhew themfelves lefs va-

liant and faithful to their religion. They were in pof-

felhon of another fortrefs called Sephet. Bendocuar

befieged it, and after an obftinate defence, the prior

cfthe temple, who v/as governor of it, feeing aH his

works ruined, was obliged to capitulate. It was ilipu-

lated by the capitulation, that he fhould be conveyed

with his knights and the reit of his p-arrifon. which
ftill made fix hundred men, to the neareft place be-

longing to the Chrlilians. But the fultan, as foon as

he faw himfelf mailer of Sephet, caufed them all to

be difarmed, and allowed them only till the next

night to refolve either to die, or turn Mahometans.
^\\t prior of the temple, who was a holy monk, af-

fiiled by two Francifcans, employed that little time lb

well, and exhorted his brethren and foldiers with fo

much Zealand piety, to prefer a crown of martyrdom
before a momentary life, dilhonoured by a fhameful
apoftafy, that they all the next day readily offered

themfelves to the flaughter, rather than change their

D d 2 religion.

• Sanut. I. 3. par. 12. c. 8»
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religion. The fultan, provoked at their firmnefs, and
at the conitincy of the prior of the temple, after hav-
ing tempted him in vain with the offers of riches and
honours, ordered him to be fiayed alive*, and, as if

he was afraid he might fiirvive fo horrible a torture,

commanded his head to be chopped olf. He inflifted

the fame torments on the two Francifcan friars that

had ferved as chaplains in the place, " ^y the death
** of fo many knights of both orders, fays pope Cle-
•' ment IV. in one of his letters, the noble collese of
*' the hofpitallers, and the illullrious militia of the
*• temple, are almoft deflroyed ; and not to infill on
** the lofs of thefe two fortrefles, and of the arms and
*' equipages of the knights, hov/ ihall we be able,
" afier this, to find gentlemen and pcrfons of quality
" enough to fupply the places of fuch as have perilh-
** ed on thefe two occafions ?"

Though the contemporary hiilorians, from the

time of the twelfth century, gave the title of grand to

the mailer of the hofpitallers, as may be {^z^i\ in this

hillory, yet the popes, either in conformity to ancient

ufage, or on account of their Ovvn fupreme dignity,

never fpoke of the fuperior general in any higher

terms, that that of mailer of. the hofpitallers of St.

John. 'Twas pope Clement IV. whom we
1267. hive j lift now mentioned, that in a thorough

io-w^'^ of the ferviccs of the hofpitallers, gave
their head the title of grand mailer, as may be feen in

a brief of that pontiff, bearing date November i8th

A. D. 1 267 J and this pope in another bull adds,
** The brothers of the hofpital of St. John of Jerufa-
" lem ought to be regarded as the Maccabees of the
*' new tellamcnt. Thofe noble knights have gene-

roufly renounced the pleafures ofthe world, and a-

bandoned their country, and ellatos and fortunes,

to take up the crofs, and put themfelves under the
*' banner

» Poll hos vero fratrem Jacob'im d: PoJio et fratrem Jcremi-
.im, quia cjetaros in fide firmuerant, et priorem tcmplariorum
excorkri fecenint, deinde fuftieari, poftremo al locum cajtero-

ruai ucuucli c^oiic ceci'i funt. SaauC. ib.
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" banner of Jefus Chrift ; they are the inflrumcnts

* which the faviour of mankind makes ufe of daily

** to purge his church of the abominations of the in-

" fidels, and they bravely expofe their lives to the

** greateil: dangers, for the defence of pilgrims and
" Chriftians." Thus does the pope exprefs himfelf

in his bull, dated from Viterbo, on the fourth

of the kalends of June, and in the firft year of 1269.

his pontificate.

But how honourable foever thefe elogiums and

titles were, the Holy Land, and the orders in particu-

lar, prefTed and overwhelmed in a manner by the

formidable power of Bendocdar, flood in need of

fomething more effedlual for their fuccour

than barren praifes. The fultan improving March 7,

the confternation the Chriflians were in, had 1268.

lately reduced Jaffa; and fome days after

he took the caflle of Beaufort. But the April 15.

moll important conquefl that he made, was May 19.

that of the famous city of Antioch, which

did not coft him fo much as the trouble and expence

of afiege.Hebecam.e mailer of it, by thetreafon of the

patriarch, others fay, by the cowardice of the inhabi-

tants : They did not however meet with any better

treatment ; whether the fultan delighted in blood, or

was minded to lelfen the number of Chrillian inhabi-

tants in that great city, he put feventeen thoufand of

them to the Avord, and Ci^rried off an hundred thou-

fand into llavery.

Bendocdar after this turned his arms againU the

fortrefs of Crac, which belonged to the order of St.

John. The knights held out near tv/o months, a-

gainfl all the power of that prince, like their brethren

that defended Afiur; and rejecting all motions of capi-

tulation, they died upon the breach, nor did the fultan

enter the place till the laft of thefe noble warriors was

flain.

Such was the condition of the Holy Land,

without a fovereign, without an army, with- iiyo..

©ut fuccour, without any refource in nature,

bu: the military orders, who v/ere ©verwhelmed by
D d 3 the
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the prodigious armies of the infidels. I would willing-

ly draw a veil over thcfe difmal pafTages, if the laws
of hiftoiy did not oblige me to relate equally events of
different natures, and bad fuccefs as well as the good.
Notwithstanding thefe continual wars, and a-

midft the noife of arms, the grand mafter, who was as

intent on keeping up the regular difcipline, as on the

defence of the places entrurted to the valour of his

knights, called and held no lefs than five general chap-
ters, where he made feveral very ufeful regulations,

and confirmed at the fame time' the ancient ufages of
the order, among which we find, that for the admif-

fion of a knight, it was neceifary, that he fhould be
born in lawful wedlock, and be defcended, both by the

father and mother's iide, of noble families, noble by
arms, as well as name. The fame condition was re-

<]uired likewife with regard to the nuns of the order

;

and in one of thefe chapters, the caftcllan of Empofta
was empowered to admit and receive the profcffion of

iuch ladies as gave proof of their being truly called,

and defircd to be received, as well in the priory of

Sixenne, as in the other nunneries that depended on

his caftellany and priory. A decree pafied in the fame

chapters,' and under the grand mafterfhip of de Revel,

againH: giving the habit to any monk who had been

profeiTed in another order. In fine, by the regulations

there made, the hofpitallers could not chufe any llrange

confefibrs that were not of the order, without an ex-

prefs permiflion from the prior of the church ; the fu-

perior of their chaplains, who aded as bifliop and or-

dinary of the order, enjoying that authority in virtue

of fome papal conceflions, and wearing the epifcopal

ornaments when he officiated.

From thefe monaftic cares and regulations, the

grand mafter pafied to others of greater importance,

concerning the prefervation and defence of the Holy
Land ; and in concert witli the grand mafter of the

templirs, he made a truce with the fultan of Egypt,

in hopes of improving that ceffation of arms to obtain

fuccQurs from the weft, without which it was impoiTi-

ble
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ble for the Latin Chriftians to maintain their ground
any longer in Paleftine.

Both the grand mafters went thereupon into Italy,

to folicite in a warmer and more efFeftual manner.
The advancement of Thealde or Theobald, arch dea-

con of Liege, to the throne of St. Peter, was the mo-
tive that determined them to take that voyage. The
cardinals, after fuifering the holy fee to continue va-

cant for tv/o years and nine months, without coming
to any refoliition about the perfon to be appointed vi-

able head of the church, agreed at laftin the choice of
Theobald arch-deacon of Liege, of the noble houfe of
Vifconti, and his piety having carried him, at that

time, to the Holy Land, they fent him the inftrument

of his eleftion thither. There could not have been

a better witnefs of the extremity and real neceflities of

the Chriftians in that country. This holy pope was
deeply affefted with them, and, before his departure,

promifed the grand mafters to ufe all the authority

which God had then given him in the church, for the

procuring them fuccours. It is faid, that as he went on
board the fhip that was to carry him into Italy, to

confirm his promife, he broke out into this expreffion

of the one hundred and thirty fixth pfalm j
" O Jerufa-

** lem, holy city, if I ever forget thee, let me be blot-
*' ted cut of the remembrance of Men."
'TwAS to this pontiff, who took the name of Gre-

gory X. that the two grand mafters who followed foon

after him applied themfelves upon their arrival in Italy.

He had already prevented their inftances and remon-
ftrances ; for as foon as ever he landed, negledling all

the compliments of the cardinals and courtiers, he cm-
ployed himfelf in nothing, for eight days together, but

in finding out expedients and means to fuccour the Ho-
ly Land. He im.mediately fecured twelve gallies well

manned, of which Pifa, Genoa, and Marfeillcs, and
Venice were to furnifti each of them three. To fup-

ply the charge of the war, he borrowed twenty five

thoufand marks of fdver, of Philip the Hardy, king of
jFrance, fon of St. Louis, the templars mortgaging to

that
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that prince all the lands which they pofTefTed in his

dominions, for ihe payment of the money'.

The two grand mafters arriving in Italy, heard,

with great faiisfaftion, of the meafurcs which the pope

had already taken in favours of the Holy Land. How-
ever, after kiifing his feet, they reprefcnted to him,

that this fuccour might indeed put off, for fome time,

the lofs of the few places which the Chrillians had

left ; but that there mull: be a more confiderable force,

if he had any thoughts of driving the infidels entirely

out of Paleiline.

The pope gave into their views, and after confer-

ring with the cardinals on this fubjedt, he called a ge-

neral council at Lyons, as the fureft means of exciting

the zeal of the faithful, and procuring a new crufade.

This we learn from a letter of that pontiff to Philip

UL furnamed the Hardy, king of France. *' During
*' the ftay we made in the Holy Land, fays Gregory
*' in his letter, we conferred with the leaders of the

*' Chriflian army, with the templars and hofpitallers,

" and with the great men of the country, about the

" means of preventing its total ruin. We have dif-

" courfed on the fame fubjeft fmce with our brethren

" the cardinals, and we find that fome relief muft be

*^ fent away immediately in the gallies, till a more
*' confiderable fuccour can be raifed, which we hope
*• to obtain by the meeting of a general council."

This council was not held till A. D. 1274. The
pope was prefent there, and it was opened on

1274. May 2. He would have the two grand ma-
fters appear alfo, to make a reprefentation in

perfon of the deplorable condition of the Holy Land ;

and if we may believe an old manufcript, entituled.

The ceremonial of the cardinals, which is kept in the

Vatican library, number 4734, that pontiff affigned

them an eminent place in the council, above all the

embaffadors, the peers of France, and other great

lords that were come to this famous affembly.

•Rainaldi ad an. 1 272 . n. 7 & 8»
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'Tis not my bufmefs to relate what pafTed in the

feveral feffions of this council, I (hall only obferve

that in the lad it was refolved, that the crufade fhould

be preached up over all Chriflendom, and to furnifh

the vaft expence that fuch an armament required, a

confiderable tax was laid upon all ecclefiaitical digni-

ties and benefices, by way of tenths, payable in fix

years

.

Philip king ol France had already put on the

crofs. Rodolph, who, of a private count of Hapsburg,

had been, a little before, eleded emperor of Germany,
received the fame from the hands of the pope; and
Michael Palceologus, who had furprized Conftanti-

nopie m A. D. 1261, in order to be acknowledged

emperor by the weilern prince:, offered to join his

forces to thofe of the crufade, and to put on the crofs

himfelf. But no body did it with more zeal than

Charles duke of Anjou, brother to St. Louis, and
king of the two Sicilies, who laid claim to the king-

dom of Jerufalem, in virtue of a conveyance and cef-

fion made him in this very council, by Maryprincefsof

Antioch, daughter of Bohemund IV.andof theprincefs

Melefmda, though Hugh III. king of Cyprus main-

tained that the crown of Jerufalem belonged to him,

as defcended in a right line from Alice of Champagne,
daughter of Henry count of Champagne, and Ifabel,

.daughter of Amaury the third king of Jerufalem.

This prince was crowned king in the city of Tyre j

and the king of Sicily on his fide, till he could go in

perfon to the Holy Land, to take poiTsffion of the

poor remnant cf that miferable kingdom, fent Roger
de St. Severin thither as his lieutenant. The barons

of the kingdom were divided between the two pre-

tenders ; and the grand mailer of the templars, at his

return from the council, declared himfelf for the king

of Sicily. But the grand mafter de Revel, and the

knights of St. John, continued neuter, agreeable to

their rule and the ftatutes of the order, protefting,

that they were not allowed to take up arms "^againft a-

ny Chriilian prince whatever. This conduct, though
c(]ually
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equally wife and equitable, drew upon them the re-
fentmcnt of Charles of Anjou, who feized all the ef-
fcds and pofrcllions of the order in his dominions.
Bendocdar would not have fiiled to make his

advantage of thcfe fatil diHenfions which divided all

the Latin Chriilians of Palelline ; but he die daboutthis
time, of a wound that he received in a battle, where-
in he was defeated by the fucccflbrs of Genchizcan,
Historians affign the year following for the death

ofthe grand mafter Hugh de Revel, who was
1278. worn out with the cares and fatigues of go-

vernment, and with the terrible apprehenfioiis
of thofe deplorable calamities which he forefaw mufi;
foon happen. The knights, affcmbling a chapter in

Nicholas ^'^^^^ ^°"^"^" ^^ ^^- J^^^ d'Acre, chofe in

LoRGUE. •^^l
^~^^ brother Nicholas Lorgue, a

knight of a good n.itiired and infmuating
temper, who ufcd his utnioll endeavours, during his

adminiiiration, to put an end to the divillons between
the Knights of his own order and thofe of the temple.
Though the truce which the two grand mailers

had made with Bendocdar, before their'departure for
the Wefl, was ftill in force, a captain of Melec-Sais,
his fucceflbr, either by fecrct orders from his mafter,
or out of a pillaging humour, made incurfions not-
withftanding, and ravaged the country up to the gates
of Margat, a fortrefs belonging to the knights of St.

John.

The knights, furprized at this inroad in a time of

truce, faJlied out of the place in good order,

1278. attacked the pillagers, and cut "the greatell

part of them in pieces. The fultan, eager to

have his revenge, fent a ftrongcr party, making a bo-
dy of live thoufand men, into the neighbourhood of
the place. The knights made a fecond fally ; but be-
fore they advanced againft the enemy, they left part
of the garrifon near the gates of the city in ambufh,
to fecure their retreat. They then marched ftreight

againil the enemy, and, after a flight skirmilh, retired

with all the appearance of fear, as if they had been

difmayed
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difmayed at the fuperlor numbers of the infidels. The
Sarazens, full of confidence and prefumption on this

occafion, prefTed hard upon them, the knights continu-

ing to retire before them, till they had drawn them
beyond the ambufcade ; then they made head, and
charged them in front, whilll the troops that were in

ambufli came out, and, fetting up a great fhout, at-

tacked the infidels in the rear ; who, being furprized,

and marching moll of them without any order or pre-

caution, as if it had been to a certain viftory, were
foon broken and routed, after a very faint oppoiition.

The Saracens fled for their lives : vaft numbers of
them were killed, and feveral taken prifoners, with
the emir that commanded the detachment.

The fultan, nettled at this laft defeat, refolved to

be revenged by the utter ruin and deftruflion of the

fortrefs j but important affairs detaining him in his

own territories, he could not execute his defign till

three years after, when he inverted the place with a
formidable army. The grand mafler always kept a
large body of troops there. Melec-Sais tried at firft

to take the place by fcalado. His foldiers advanced
with ladders to the walls, and attempted to mount to

the top ; but they found the fame courage and oppo-
fition in all places. The knights fuffered them to

mount, only that they might have the greater fall.

Stones, fireworks, boiling water, every thing was made
life of on this occafion ; and the fultan, after lofing

great numbers of his men, was forced to order the

founding a retreat. That prince found himfelf oblig-

ed to carry on his approaches in form. He opened
trenches before it, and battered the walls with en-

gines for throwing ftones, and fuch other machines as

were in ufe at that time ; but they advanced ilowly :

the knights were continually making fallies, and after

clearing the trenches, carried terror oftentimes into the

heart of the infidels camp. They burnt all his en-

gines more than once, and would have forced the ful-

tan to raife the feige, had they not been furprized by

a fecret enemy, againft which there was no defence.

Whilst
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Whilst Melee- Sais was amufing them, as we majr

fay, with falie attacks, his troops were at work, day
and night, in digging mines, which they carried on to

the walls of the place, fo that they were fupported on-

ly by fome props of wood ; he then fummoned the

governor and garrifon to furrender. They received

the fummons with railery, and asked the officer if Jiis

mafter thought himfelf obliged to make them fuch a

compliment before he raifed the fiege. But th^y were

foon forced to change their note ; the officer told

them, that the fcrtrefs was all undermined, and offer-

ed to carry them into the mine, and fliew them, that

the fultan had nothing to do, but to fet fire to the

props, and open himfelf a paffage into the place. The
governor thereupon fent two knights along with the

officer, who were immediately convinced of the truth

of his account. There was no remedy but to treat,

and give up the place ; and, as foon as the knights

were marched out, the fultan caufed it to be razed, to

deprive them of all hopes of recovering it in a more
favourable jundure.

A CERTAIN hiflorian * tells us, that 'bme German
knights, that were concerned in defending this

1285. place, to preferve the memory of it, built af-

terwards, in their own countiy a fortrefs, on

the fame plan, calling it Mergatheim, which, after

the order of St. John had enjoyed it for a long time,

fell at laft into the hands of the Teutonic knights.

The fultan, after the taking of Margat, feized on

the caftle of Laodicea, and was preparing for the fiege

of Tripoli, when he was made away by one of his

principal emirs, called Melee, who took poflcffion of

his throne, by the name of Melec-MefTor. This new
Sultan, after he had fettled his authority in Kgypt, re-

fumed his predeceflbr's defign of driving the Chrifti-

ans out of Paleftine, and laid fiege to Tripoli, which

he carried by florm, and razed, as Melec-Sais had

done Margat. He might have pufhcd his conquefls

farther ; but fearing to draw all the forces of the weft

upon
* Pantaleon I. 3. p. 85,
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upon his back, by fome new crufade, he made a truce
with Henry II. king of Cyprus, who, after the drc:ad-

fulcatailrohpeofthe Sicihan vefpers,had, notwithftanct-

ing Charles duke of Anjou king of Sicily's claim, eot
himfelf acknowledged and crowned king of Jerufalem,
and chafed the French prince's lieutenant and troops
out of Paleftine^

Such was the fituation of aiFairs in the Holy Land;
of all the places which Godfrey de Bcuillon, and his

fucceffors, had conquered, there was not one left but
the city of St John d'Acre. All the Greek and Latin
Chriftians, of different nations, took refuge tliere ; and
that which fhould have been for its ilrength, occafion-

ed the weakncfs of the place, by the divifions which
rofe between the chiefs of thefe different bodies, who
all pretended to be independent on one another.

The grand mafter of the hofpitallers, deeply affed-

ed with the lofs of Margat, and the difmai profpeft

of the utter ruin of Chriftianity in the Holy Land,
went into the weft during the truce, in hopes of pro-
curing fome fuccours from thofe parts. He applied

himfelf to pope Nicholas IV. who was then in the

chair of St. Peter, and reprefented to him, in the moil
moving terms, the extremity to which the Chriftians

of Palelline were reduced, and the want they were in

of a powerful affiftance of troops and money. But
all that he could obtain was about one thoufand

five hundred men, moft of them banditti and vagrants,

without either courage or difcipline. The pope ex-

cufed himfelf from furnifhing, out of his own treafu-

ry, the money neceffary for their pay j fo that all the

fruit of the grand mafter's voyage was only fome
marks of an empty comvalTion, and letters of recom-

mendation to fome Chnftian princes, which were not

a jot more ferviceab^e ; bjfides, the ill fuccefs of fo

many crofades, in which nad periflied an infinite num-
VoL. I. E e ber

• Apud Aeon urbem Syriae rex Cypii fecit fe corona ri in praf-

judicium regis Siciliae, in regem Jerufalem j et quia Jd-tcmplarii, et

fi-atreshofpitales peimiferant, res eorum ct bona per Apuliam et

terram regni Siciliae in manu reria cnpiuntur.
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Ber of princes, noblemen, and people of the well, had
exceedingly cooled the zeal and ardour of the Chriili-

ans. The grand mailer therefore could only bring

back with him fome troops levied in hafte, which the

Venetians tranfported to the call on board their gallies.

This weak reinforcement arriving at Acre, ferved

only to augment the troubles and divifions there. The
grand mailer, worn out with age, but Hill more with

grief, to fee no refource left for the faving of that little

Hate, died foon after his return, happy in this, that he

left the world before his order left Pakftine, and waa
not witnefs of the lofs of the Holy Land.

This grand mailer, during his government, and by
advice of the council of the order, made feveral very

ufeful regulations. 'Twas he that prefcribed the falhi-

on of the feal of the grand mailers, and that of the

treafury or council. To him likeways is afcvibed aa
article in the llatutes, which forbids the knights to

come with arms into the chapter, or into the place

where the grand mailer is to be cho/en : and in the

eighteenth title, there is a catalogue which the grand

mailer publiflied before he died, of the faults and

crimes punilhable with degradation from the order.

The chapter, upon his death, chofe for their grand

mailer brotherJohn deVilliers of the Ian-

John de gu^'^ge ofFrance. 'Twas during his ma-
ViLLiERS. llerlhip, that fome Chrillian foldiers of

1 289. the garrifon ofAcre occafioned the break-

ing of the truce. We have obferved, that

they were moll of them banditti, and fellows picked

up in different places, that had lifted purely out of idle-

nefs and libertinifm, but wanted both courage and

difcipline ; and as they received no regular pay, they

went often out of the town in parties, roved over the

country, and robbed both Chriftians and infidels with-

out diftin£lion : they had lately, in breach of the

truce, plundered fome open towns of the Saracens *.

The
• Mille quingenti ftipendiarii in Tertae San£lje fubfidium a pa-

fk NicoUo mifli contra voluntatem civiuxD; tcmpli et hofpitali's

miii.
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The fultan fent to demand fatisfaftion for the out-
rages of thofe who commanded in the place, but t\ re
was no governor in chief there at that time : the cky
was filled with Cypriots, Venetians, Genoefe, Pifms
Florentmes,Engliih,SiciIians,horpitaliers,tempiarsand
Teutonics, all independent on one anoth-r ; each na-
tion took up a different quarter of the city, where they
were cantoned without any fubordination. The leo-ate
and the patriarch with the clergy were alfo intrenched
in a particular place : all this formed a^confiderable
body of inhabitants, capable enough of defending the
place, had they been united.
But the jealoufy between fo many different nati-

ons, and the private interells of their chiefs,
rendered them fufpeded and odious to one an- ^ ^9^-

other
; and inftead ofjoining together for the common

good, \^ one nation propofed an opinion, it was e-
nough to make another rejeft it. They often came to
blows, fighting it out with one another ; and this mi-
ierable city contained its woril enemies v/ithin its own
walls

; fuch particularly were a great number of the
loldiers ofthe garrifon, and moft of its inhabitants, be-
ing a crew blackened with the moH horrid crimes.
Murders, afTaffinations and poifonings pafied unpu-
nilhed

; the criminals found always a fure afylum in
the other quarters of the city, where they had not
committed their villanies. The corruption of man-"
ners was almoll general in all conditions, not except-
ing even thofe whofe profeffion obliged them to the
Itriaefl continency. They gloried in vice, difguifing
It under the name of human frailty, and there wanted
not men impudent enough publicly to avow that abo-
niinable fin which gives horrour to nature j fo that
of all the people, whether Chrillians or Mahometans,
that dv/elt in Paleftine, the inhabitants of St. John d'
Acre pailed for the moH profligate. We mull not

E e 2 therefore
militias, armati de Aconexeunces trebascum foldano initas irrum-
punt, et verfus cafalia et Sanacenorum oppida iiicurf^ntcs, abfquc
mifericordia Sarracenos utriufque fexus quos reperiunt, occide-
runt, qui pacifice fub trebis initis quiefcere fe credebant. Nangis
1289.
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therefore be aftonifhed if this confufed multitude of
murderers, debauchees, and banditti, refufcd to give

the fultan fatisfaflion, upon the complaints that he
made, as the heads of the three military orders pro-

pofed. The infidels, upon this refufal, declared war a-

gainit men that were without a head, without an army,

without forces, and had no other view in taking arms,

but to find impunity for their part Ciimes, and opportu-

nities of being able to commit new ones.

The fultan being well informed of the divifions that

Tcigned in Acre, levied a mighty army to form the

fiege of the place, and drive the Latin ChriiVtans en-

tirely out of Syria, but this prince died on the

1291. road. It is faid, that he was poifoned by an

Emir, lieutenant general of his army, who
flattered himfelf vv'ith hopes of fucceeding him on his

death. The prince had however life enough left to

caufe him to be apprehended; the villain was drawn
and quartered by his orders, and the fultan, before he

expired, conjured prince Calil his fon, not to inter his

corps, till he was mafter of the city».

The army, upon his death, proclaimed the young
prince fultanj by the name of Mebec Seraf. lie ad-

vanced immediately towards Acre, which he inverted

on April 5th, A. D. 1291, his army is faid to have

confifted of one hundred and fixty thoufand foot, and
' iixty thoufand horfe.

The attacks were brisk and continual, and neither

night nor day did the infidels allow- any reft to the be-

fieged. They worked by fapping, and carried on

their mines at the fame time that they battered the

walls with their engines for throwing ftones, and all

other machines ofwar that were then in ufe. As the

fca was open, and the Chriftians had a greater num-

ber of velTels in the port, moft of the inhabitants, efpe-

cially of the richer fort, embarked with their wives,

children, and belt efFefts. Some fought an afylum in

the ifle ofCyprus, and the reft took refuge in the ports

ofGreece and Italy. There remained only in the place

about

"Chron. Guil. de Nangis,
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about twelve tkoufand regular troops, compofed chief-

\y of the hofpitallers, templars, Teutonics, and fome
fecular foldiers, that fought under the banners of the

three orders.

Henry II. king of Cyprus, who all this while ap-
propriated to himfelf the title of king of Jerufalem,

landed in the port of Acre, at the head of two hundred
horfe, and hve hundred foot-^. This was but a weak
reinforcement againft the formidable power of the ful-

tan ; and beiides that Chriflian prince was not very

much in repute for his courage. So the garrifcn, v/hich

faw plainly they could not hold out long^ without a
commander that was skilled in the art of war, elciftcd

by common confent brother Peter de Beaujeau, giand
mailer of the templars, a general of great experience,

who had grov/n old in the command of armies, to be
governor of the place. Neceffit}' of ftate, the truelt

interpreter of merit, made them offer the commnnd
to him, and it was done even with the confent of the

king of Cyprus himfelf, who, in ajuncture of fuch im-
portance, and {o full ofdanger, was well contented to

forget the title, which he had always afFe£led, of king
ofJerufalem.

The fultan tempted the grand mafrer v/ith offers of^

immenfe fums, to which the templar made no anfwer,

but by fnewing a jull: indignation at the fultan's -fancy -^

ing him capable of liftening to them. By his or-

ders they made every day fallies, in which a valr num.-

berofthe infidels were dcllroyed ; but nct-.vithfland-

ing this vigorous refinance, the fultan, who did net

want foldiers. Hill advanced his works ; he under-

mined, and at laft threv/down feveral touers, and
amongft others that which they called the curfed

tower, which was looked upon as the fortrefs of the

citv. The infidels advanced immediately to theflornij

the king of Cyprus that was polled there, made head

againil thern with his Cypriote, a great number o^

them fell in the afcion, and x^ixo. infidels would have

carried the place, if the night coming on had not put

an end to the affault.

E e 3 Thb
* Chronic. Nangis ad ann. J2501
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The king of Cyprus, feeing that he fiiould have
the fame enemies, and in much greater numbers, to

engage witli the next day, defired the Teutonic
knights to take his port during the night, under pre-

tence that liis troops liad need of reft after fo rough an
attack, and promifed that he would come in the morn-
ing at break of day to relieve them. But, upon quit-

ting the breach, he went direftly to the port, embark-
ed on board his fliips, and made the beft of his way
to his ifland.

The infidels did not fail the next morning to re-

new the aflault ; the Mamalucks, a refolute body of
foldiers, mounted the breach, killed all that oppof-

ed them, overwhelmed the Teutonic knights with

their vaft numbers, and penetrated into the very heart

of the city. They already thought it their own, when
at the cries and noife both of the conquerors and the

vanquifhed, the marflial of the hofpitallers of St. John,
by the grand mafter's orders, advanced at the head of

a body of his knights, and charged them fo briskly,

that they gave ground
;
great numbers were flain in

this forced retreat, and the hofpitallers pufhed feveral

of them down headlong from the top of the breach

into the ditch.

Th e fultan, who did not value the lofs of a few bat-

talions, fent, the next day, a frefli detachment to re-

new the attack*. Never was there a more obftinate

encracicment : the breach was carried and recovered

feveral times ; night aloinc parted the combatants.

The infidels, difcouraged at fo brave a refiftance,

turned all their efforts on that fide next the gate of St.

Anthony : there they found the two grand mafters,

vvhofe prefence alone feemed to make their knights

invincible. The fght continued a long time, with e-

qual warmth and fury : the Mamalucks and hofpital-

lers engaged hand to hand, and feemed of a general

battle to have made fo many particular duels. No
body appeared fcnfible of danger ; every foldicr

would either conquer or die. But as the infidels were

far
• Sanut. J. 3. p. i;,
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far mere numerous than the Chrlftians, there were at

lafc but few of theft; left for the defence of that poft
;

and the marfhal of the hofpitallers, a knight of great

valour, falling with feveral wounds that he receiv-

ed at the fame time, the grand mafter of the templars

addrefled himfelf to the grand moijer of the hofpital-

lers in thefe words :
*' We can hold out no lono-er,

« fays he, and the city is loft if you do not fall im-
** mediately upon the enemy's camp, and fmd means
<« to make a diverfion that may cool their warmth,
" and allow us time to fortify the poft we are defend-
" ing."

The grand mafter of the hofpitallers, taking with

him fuch of his knights as were able to mount on
horfe back, parted that moment, and fallying out of

a gate on the oppofite fide to that of the attack, flat-

tered himifelf with hopes of furprifmg the enemy's

camp ; but they kept too good a guard. The fultan,

during the aflault, had made all his cavalry mount

:

the grand mafter, who had not five hundred horfe,

was attacked immediately, and obliged to retire, and,

as he entered the town again, he received the morti-

fying news, that the grand mafter of the templars was
juft killed with a poifoned arrow ; that moft of his

templars were cut in pieces, and that the enemy was
mafter of the city, and putting all to fire and fword.

As there was nothing elfe to be done, but, if

1 291. poffible, to fave his troops, he turned towards
the port, though alj the while purfued by the

infidels ; and, putting a confiderable number of crofs-

bow-men into fome barks, under fhelter of the arrows,

with which they were continually galling the fultan's

cavalry, he embarked, together with his hofpitallers

on board a carrack belonging to the order, and arriv-

ed fafe in the ifle of Cyprus. Three hundred tem-
plars, that had efcaped the fury of the infidels, en-

deavouring to gain the port, were intercepted. Thefe
gallant foldiers of Jefus Chrift, having tried in vain to

break through the innumerable croud of Egytians that

iUled

^ Idem Sanut. 1. ^.
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filled all the ftreets, threw themfclves into the tower
of the temple, refolvqng to be buried in its ruins :

feveral women belonging to the town, as well married

as unmarried, had already taken refuge there. The
templars barric-'loM it immediately,- and held out for

fome days. The l>.kan caifed the tower to be under-

mined, and thi tc mplars finding it was only fupporc-

ed by props of v/ood, which thoy might fet fire to e-

very moment, agreed to -juit it, on condition they

would )eive them a ir- 1 pafuige to the port, facilitate

their embarkation, and preferve the honour of the

women. The capitulation being figncd, they opened
the gates of the towf.r : but no fooner were the firfl

foldiers of the enemy entered, than they offered vio-

lence to the females. The templars, enraged at their

brutality and l.reach of faith, laid hold on theirfwords,

cut mofe iniblent creatures in pieces, iliut the gates,

and, though their lofs was inevitable, yet they would
never hear a word of capitulating. The infidels, with

fvvords in one hand and ladders in the other, advan-

ced to fcale the tower. 7'he walls were in an inftant

covered with foldiers, endeavouring to mount, but be-

ing undermined, as we have faid, the props failed,

and the tower funk with a terrible crafh, burying

the infidels as well as templars in its ruins. The wo-
men fhut up in the tower had the fame late, preferring

an honourable death to the danger they would have

run, if they had fallen into the hands o'i thefe barba-

rians, who were Itill more odious to them for their

brutality and debauchery, than they were for their

cruelty.

A WHOLE convent of nuns, of the order of St.

Clare, did not come fhortofthem in refolution. Thofe

holy virgins disfigured themfelvcs after various and

different manners, with more care than the women of

this age take to fet themfelves off with unnatural co-

lours. Some cut off their nofes, others made terrible

flalhes in their cheeks, all of them had their faces be-

fmeared with b'ood ; rnd, in this frightful condition,

the infidels feeing no objtdts but what gave them hor-

ror.
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ror,maiTacred them without mercy, and, by their death,
put thofe chafte fpoufes of the Saviour of the world '

out ofthe reach of their infolence. Above fixty thoU"
fand perfons either perifhed in St. John d'Acre, or

were made flaves to the infidels. The fultan, to cut

off all hopes from the wellern Chriftians of ever mak-
ing another fettlement in that city, razed it to the

ground, with Tyre, Sidon, and all the cities which he
had taken along the coall. The hofpitallers, templars

andTeutonics, that were left in fome caftles belonging

to them, being unable to make any defence againll;

fo formidable a power, abandoned them, and embark-
ed for Cyprus. It is faid, that out of five hundred

templars, that behaved themfelves fo bravely in the

defence ofAcre, only ten efcaped, who, getting into

a bark, landed happily on the coaft of Cyprus. The
Teutonic knights, finding fome veflels, and not caring

to ftay any longer in the eaft, returned to Europe, and

retired into Pruffia and Livonia, which their order en-

joyed in abfolute fovereignty. But the hofpitallers and

the few templars that were left, in hopes of being

able, by the help of fome crufade, to recover their

footing in the Holy Land, would not quit the neigh-

bourhood of it ; and till fome new fuccour fhould be

brought from Europe, and the knights of their order

could be got together, their deputies obtained from

the king of Cyprus the town of LimifTo for a place of

retreat, where they arrived one after another, accord-

ing as they could efcape the furious purfuit of the Sa-

racens.

'TwAs a very moving fpeftacle indeed to fee thefe

brave knights come out of their veflels, all over wounds,

with looks fuitable to their fortune, and infinitely af-

flided at havinj; furvived the utter lofs of the Holy

Land.

The End of the third Book, and First Volume.
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THE

HISTORY
OF THE

Knights Flofpitallers
O F

St. JOHN of J E R U S A L E M,

Styled afterwards,

The Knights of Rhodes,

And at prefent.

The KNIGHTS of MALTA.

B O O K IV.

THE
knights liofpitallers that had taken refuge

in the ifleof Cyprus,uncertain of

their fate, deftltute of houfes to John de
dwell in, and of any thing to fabfifl on, Villiers.

ftripped of their ali, and mod; of ihem 1291.

very much wounded, looked upon them-

felves in that ftrange country as in a ftate of banifh*

ment : they all upbraided themlelves for having out-

lived then- brethren : hope it(eif,the lad flattering com-
fort of the milcrable, failed them, and death, which daily
carried ofFfome or other of the wohnued; made advaii'.

ces too flow for their wiPnes.

In this milerable fituation, the grand mciftcr, to pre-
vent the extindion of his order in the Levani, lent a

Vol. II. A gene-
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general fummons to the hofpitallers that were dirpcrftvl

in niort of the provhices ofChnilcndom. Then- or-

ders were to come to LimHro, where the grand ma-

iler had, by the liime citation, called a general chap-

ter, to confider, in this melancholy jundiirc, what

meafurcs the order (hould take with re^rd toits fcttle-

ment.

Soon as thefe orders arrived In Europe, the knights
were every where in motion. They all readily quitted

ihelr country, their commandries, or the houfes oF their

relations j no excufe was made for want of money or of

health; no body was mean enough to have recourfe-to

pretexts fo unworthy of their charader. The old as

well as young flocked to the lea fide ; the ports were

crowded with them, all driving with equal eagernefs
to find opportunities of embarking. Such as went off

firft thought themfeives the happieft ; and, notwith-

Ihnding the diflance of the places that they came

from, they arrived loon one after another in the ports

of Cyprus.
The ifland of Cyprus, which we fhall have frequent

occafion to mention in this work, is one of the molt

confiderable of the Aliatic illes, and fituated in the Car-

pathian lea, in the further part of the Mediterranean,

oppofite to the coafts of Pamphilia and CiHcia, or Ca-

ramania,as it is now called. The gulph of Ilfus, call-

ed by the Italians Golfo di Lajazzo, walhes it on the

call, the.Egyptian lea on the fouth, Pamphilia on the

well, and this famous ifle is hardly above forty leagues

from Pale (line, or the Holy Land.

It was firft governed by certain tyrants that afTumed

a fovereignty over it ; then the kings of Egypt reduc-

ed it under their dominion : they were afterwards dif-

poffclFed by the Romans, the tyrants of well nigh all

the known world; and the Greeks, at lad, lucceedcd to

the Romans. I'heifle of Cyprus made part of the em-

pire ofCouflantinoplc: it was taken by the Mahometan

Arabians, in the reign of the caliph Ofinan, and the

empire of Hcraclius, but the Greeks afterwards recover-

r.cd it. Hichard Coeur de Lion, king of England, in

his
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hi* pafT^ge to the Holy Land, conquered it, driving

out Ifaac Comnenus, who being rhe governor, had [at

himfelf up for ibvereign of the illand j and, it may be

remembered,whatwe already obierved,that the EnglilTi

monarch fold it immediately to the templars, which or-

der was then as rich and powerful as many ibvereigns;

but that the difference? between the Greek and Latin

churches occaQoning continual /editions, they had

given up their right to Guy de Luftgnan.
'Tis necefTary to ob(erve further^, that this crown

fell by fuccelfion to Amaury his brother, who Isft it to

fiis (on Hugh I. father of Henry L his fuccefTjr. He
was father to Hugh iL who died young, and v/iihout

ilTue ; another Hugh, his coufin german, defccnded

from the brave Normans, that drove the Sara,

zens out of Calabria, Apulia and Sl-cily,
and 1604.

whofe father had married Henry's filler, liic-

ceeded him in the throne, and, to make himlelf more

agreeable to the Cypriots '',
took the limame of LaSg-

nan. John his fbn inherited the crown after him, and

left it to Henry II. who gave the hofpitallers and temp-
lars this reception in his ifiand.

Such was the ftateofthe ifle of Cyprus, when the

ftimmons fent by the grand mailer to ail part^ of Chri-

ftendom, fpread every where the news of the taking of
St. John d'Acre by the infidels, the entire espuHion of
the Chrillians out of Paieilinc,and the almoft: irreparable
I'olTes fullained by the hoipitallers and templars in the

defence of that place.
Pope Nicholas IV. was then on the throne of St.

Peter. This pontiff, at the melancholy news, feemed in-

a terrible conllernation, and dilpatched exprelTes into

all parts to give advice of it to the Chriftian princes.

By his order, and with their conlent, feveral provinci-
al councils were held, to confider of the moft ready and
effeclaal means to recover the Holy Land, and every

A 2 metro-

* L'Hid. des Royaumes de Jerufalem, Cypre Sc Aimenie par
]e P. Eftienne de Lufignan.

'' Afl-fes & boas ufages da Royaume de Jerufakro par, Je^n E".

Ibelin, CoiDte de Ja£ha & d'Afcaicn.
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jnetropolitan Tent him afterwards the refult of their (de-
bates in thefe ailemblies.

It appears from the accounts and journals of theie

councils, that iliefum of their opinions generally was
to defire the pope to ufe his good offices with the prin-
ces of Chiillendoni • that were at war with one ano-
iner, to perlbade them to end their differences by a ib-
iid and

laiting peace, or at Icaft by a long truce, that

they might be in a condition to unite their forces, and
turii their arras in concert a^f^ainftthe infidels. They
obfcrved

particularly tu the pontiff, that he ought to-

cpply to Philip the fair, who was then upoji the throne
of iVancc, -^^^d the moil potent monarch in Chriden-
dom, and exhort him to put him(elf at the head of To

3ioly anenterprl.'c; and that it would be proper at the
lame time to renew the prohibitions of the counclis of
Lateran and Lyons againd ihpplying the infidels with
arms ^ In fine, as experience furnifhed abundant
grounds of apprehenfion^ that the old antipathy might
ag.iin break out between the hofpitallers and teniplars,
they propofed to the pope to unite thofe two military
orderii «, to make them but one body, and put thera
unde; the fame head ; and that for preventing the ca-
bals ?ni intrigues -that are but too common in eie^ftions,
the giaid mailer fliould not be cholen by the votes of
the khights, but, in cafe of a vacancy, the pope and
his fucccffors fliould have the fole right of naming that,

fuperior.
Pu Rsu ANT to thefe feveral propofals, the pope dif-

patched away legates and nuncios to mofl of the wefl-
ern pjinces, to engage them to put a fpeedy end to
their particular wars, and remove that obftacle to a ge-
neral crufade. He did not fail to have it reprelented in

pariirular to Philip the Fair, that the other fbvereigns
of Europe had their eyes fixed upon him, in order to
make his coudu<^ the rule of their own ; and that if he

put on the crofs, he might be affured that thofe princes

by

*
Condi, gen. r. n. p. 1361.

•» Ruinaldi ad ann. 12^1,
num. 2:1 • Idem. ibid. num. 29 & 30.
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by his example, would do the fame ; and, belides the

merit of lb pious an enterprile, he would have the glory

of appearing like a king of kings, and at the head of

mod of the monarchs of Chriibndom.

But Philip, a prince of Iblid judgment, was not

eafily caught with fiich flatteries, being well fatisHed,

that his firft duty was to take care of the government of

his own kingdom. The pope, not receiving an anfwer

iiiitable to his expectations, wrote back to him, that if

the affairs of his kingdom necefTarily detained him iii

Europe, the leaft he could do, in order to defray the

ex pence of the expedition, was to pay the money which

Philip 111. his father had levied upon the clergy of his

dominions, under pretence of a like crufade, which

defign notwithftanding was never put in execution.

The iilence of hiftorians, with regard to this I'econd

letter, fhews plainly enough that it had no luccefs.

The pope's application was not confined to princes

in communion v/iih the church of Rome. As in this

proje<5l of a new league, the defign was to re.cover the

holy places, v.hich were equally reverenced byallChri-

ftians, wh-ther Greek or Latin, and as well of the

former as tlie latter communion % he wrote upon that

occadon to AndronicusPaieologus, emperor of Conflan-

tinople, to John Comnenus, emperor of Treblzunde,
and to the kings of Armenia, Iberia and Georgia,

though all of them fchifmatics, and ob(ervers of the

Greek rites.

The pope, to raife up new enemies againft the Sa-

razens, carried his views as far as the rem.otcft part of

Periia ; and hearing, that a Tartar delcended from

Genchiczan, called Argon, though a Pagan and an

idolater, had
j'et

no averSon to the Chriftians, he fent

two Francilcan friars on an embaify to him
'',

to ufe their

endeavours as well for his converGon, as to engage
him to fall upon that part of Syria, which adjoins to

A 3 Peifia,

* Du Cange famil. Byzant. p. ic2.

**
y^dinj- n, A. and 5-. Hsiton feigncur de Churchi, c, 45- »
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Perfia, whllft the Chrlftians attacked Paleftlne=^. But
the two friars found that prince was dead the year be'

fore.

Thus ended all the endeavours of this pope, who,
during the lic^e of St.John d'Acre, would never con-

tribute any thing out of his own treafure for the relief

of the befieged. The meafurcs that he took afterwards,
and his many embaflies, which made a great noile, but

had little folidity or fignificancy in theirr, were all like-

wife difconcerted by his death ; and the difficulty of

uniting /b many princes of different religions, or of op-

polite interefls, occafioned the proje6l of a crulade to

jnifcarry under his fucceffor. There was not a prince
that engaged in it, and all the weftern Chriitians con-

tinued in a lamentable indiiference for the recovery of

the Holy Land. The hofpitallers alone had differ-

ent fenti.Tients, and, in obedience to the grand mai-

Iter's order, had already repaired to Limiifo in the ifle

«f Cyprus.
The grand mailer foon afcer called a general chap-

ter. Never fince the foundation of the order was there

feen an alTembly compoled of iuch a number of knights
of different countries ; the whole order in a manner
had tranfported itielf to Cyprus. The grand inafter

appeared in the afft^mbly with a countenance melan-

choly indeed, but Hill carrying in it that air of gran-
iieur v/hich virtue gives, and the greatcft calamities

cannot dejecft : and, direfting his dil'courle particularly
to the knights newly . arrived from the weft,

'^ Your
*'

diligence, fays he to them, in oblerving our orders,
** and the courage that ^^Qxm to animate you, convince
**

me, in (pite of all our loiTes, that there are ftilltrue
'*

hofpitallers in the world capable of repairing them.
'*

Jcrufalem, my dear brethren, is fallen; fallen, as
"

you know, under the tyranny of infidels. A barba-
'^ ous but formidable power has forced us by degrees

to abandon the Holy Land. For more than an age

paft we have been obliged to fight as many battles

as we have defended places. St. John d'Acre is a

late witnefs of our hit cflbrtS; and almoft all our
**

knights

4<
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**

knights lie buried in its ruins. 'Tis for you to fup-
**

ply iheir places ; 'tis from your valour that we ex-
**

pe<5t our return into the Holy Land^ and you carry
** in your hands the lives, the fortunes, and the libcr-
'^

ty of your brethren, not of the order only, but of
*' the vafl: number of Chriftiansthat are now groaning
*' under the chains of the infidels."

The lenior commanders made anfwer, in the affem-

bly's name,, to this moving diicour.'e, by a generous de-

claration, that they would facrince their lives to deli-

ver the Holy Land from the tyranny of the barbarians;

whilft, from the eyes of the younger knights, there

ftream.ed down floods of tears, warm, as the impati-
ence which infiam.ed that gallant body of youth, to

take vengeance on the Sarazens. But as it was neceP*

fary, before they entered on a v.ar, to regulate the

form oftheirnev/ fettlement, the 61 ft point under con-;

fideration was to fix a place for the relidence of the or-

der.

The king of Cyprus had afligned them Limifib, an
antient city, dignified with an epifcopal iee, and fituated

on the ibuth coaft of the illand ; but the Arabian and
Sarazen corlairs had demoliftied it before that time. It

was then a large open town, without any defence but
a caftle in the middle of it, which was tolerably well

fortified, and provided to oppole tlie landing and de-
fcents of the corfairs. Some knights, that thought
themfeives too m.uch liraitned in this place, propoled lo

retire to Ibme port of Italy ; but the grand mailer, and

principal perfons of the order, rejefted the morion with

indignation : they reprelented, that their obligations,
and the very defignof their inftitution, did not allcw
them to remove out of the neighbourhood of the Holy
Land, and that they ought always to be within reach
of improving fuch opportunities as might offer for the

making a new attempt there. This ientiment was re-

ceived with general applauie, and it was made a fort

of ftanding rule and ftatute of the order for e\er.

Though the town did not afford lodgings for all the

knights, yet the grand mafter's fiill care was to provide

apart-
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apartmcnts for the poor and pilgrims ; ami in a vcry^

lliort time after, they refumed alt thcfun(Jtions of hofpi-

t^lity.
With regard to the knights and military friars,

it was retblvcd to fit out immediately the Ihips of the

order, whicli had fervcd to tranlbort the knights from-

Palcftine or Europe to the ifle of Cyprus, and to make

life of them for convoying pilgrims, who, hotwithlland-

mv the lofs of Jerulalem, continued Hill to viiit the ho-

ly'^places,
as they were ufed to do before the firlt era-

lade, paying the infidels the ordinary tribute, which-

they demanded at the gates of the city.

Im a fiiorttime they had fitted out, in feveral ports

of the ifland, a conGJerable number offmall velfcls of

different bulk, which, putting to lea in the ufual fea-

ibns, i. e. at the latter end of March and Auguit, coaft-

ed along Europe, to take up pilgrims ; and, out of

the fanie charitable difpofition, brought them back a-

gain into their own country. Some infidel corlairs,

which uied to make a common prey of the pilgrims,

fell upon thele iirft velTels of the order, but found in

thole that manned them, a valour and oppofition they

had never experienced before. Several of thele rovers

were taken by the hofpitallers,
who frequently return-

ed to Cyprus with confiderable prizes, particularly of

the (hips belonging to the foldan of Egypt, their de-

clared enemy. Thele prizes inlenfibly augmented the

number of veffels they put to (ea. They built feveral

gallies afterwards, and fome (hips, fo that in a
little^

time confiderable fquadrons let iail from the ports of

Cyprus, and the flag of St.John at laft commanded re-

fyc€i all over the Mediterranean.

Such was the beginning of the naval armaments of

the order of St.John of Jerufalem. The lofs of Acre,

and their being driven to a retreat in the ifle of Cyprus,

forced the holpitallers,
for the exercile of their courage,

to take to the fea ; and perhaps the great luccelTes they

have (i nee had for the (pace of four hundred years,

and the infinite number of Chriftians which they have

either faved or delivered from an horrid flavcry, may

be thought to have made the order abundant amends
*

{ox
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for the lo/s ofiuch a number of knights as fell in the
defence of St.John d'Acre.

Melec-Seraph, the Ibklan that had reduced E-

gypt, incent'ed at the prizes which the hofpitallers took
from his

fubje<fis, and at feeing an oi der revive as it

were, which he thought he had entirely dcftroyed, re-

iolved to piirfue the remains of it, and drive them from
the if!e of Cyprus. He fined out a great fleet, with
land'forces on board : but civil wars breaking out \\\

his own dominions, he was neccflarily detained there,
and the death of that prince, who was xkilled in a battle

tliat he loft againft the rebels, delivered the hofpitallers
and templars from the dunger of a fiege, in a place
that was open on all \\^t%^ and. excepting the caftle,

had no other fortification but the bravery of thofc

knights.
The grand mailer, to prevent the like defign from

Melec-Nazer, fuccefTor to Seraph, defired leave of the

king of Cyprus to fortify LimilTo, and obtained it eafi-

ly from a prince who could part with any thing but his

money j and the hoipitailers laid out what they had in

railing ibme baftions of earth towards the k.^. The
grand mafter applied himlelf afterwards to reftore the

original dilciplinc, which, by the continual cxercife of

arms, by a leries of engagements, by cruifings and

plunder, had been very much weakened and impair-
ed.

Most of the knights, growing rich by the prizes
which they took from the infidels, inftead of paying in

the produce, as they ought, to the treafury of the or-

der, appropriated it to themfelves, and ipent it general-

ly in luxury. Finding rich ftufts among their prizes,

they began to drefs themfelves beyond what was fuit-

able to the character of religious. The delicacy of
their tables was equal to the richnefs of their cloaths.

The expence they were at in horfes anfwered to tlieir

other extravagance, and the dangerous air of an ifland,

which blind paganiiin had confecrated to Venus, made

unhappy imprelhonson the youth of the order; nay it was
fooa Qotoiious, that ieveral hofpitallers had run in debt



»0 HiJ}o>'y ofthe Knights c/M A L T A .

tofapportfo fcandalous anexpcnce. Meantime, another

abufe prevailed in the provinces on this fide the Tea; the

priors, during the laft wars of the Holy Land, having

uibrpcd the prerogative of giving the habit and croi's

of the order to novices, without making due enquiries
into their birth, or fufficiently examining whether they
were truly called to it ; a pradllce, which would ibori

have brought this illuftrious order into contempt.
To reform thefe abufes, two general chapters were

held. In the firft an order was made, that no
I 292. military hofpitaller fliould have more than three

great: horles for himlclf, or ride with goM or

filver furniture ; and, by another (latute, the priors
were exprefsly forbid to admit any novice, without a.

commiflion from tlie grand mufter. Biit an exception
was made with regard to the baiiiagcs of Spain, where

the order would have been foon dcftroyed, if,
to uip-

ply the continual ioiles they (uftained againd the Moors-

of Granada, they could not have received a new laiiglvt

till a brevet or commifTion came from the grand ma-

iler, whole ordinary reddence was in fo remote a coun-

try, and who might frequently be at fca, or ehgaged
in Ibmcenterprize againft the infidels.

'TwAS in thefecond general chapter that they made
a regulation, which appeared very ncceiTiry

1293. with regard to the private debts that the knights
left at their death. It was ordered, that they

fhould be dilcharged out of the fale of 1 heir equipage,
and if that was not fufiicient to pay the whole, the re-

fidue fliould be railed out of the fund which ever}^

knight afligned for the fervice of the order, either at

his admiflion into it, or out of (lich particular donati-

ons as were made him afterwards, the ufe of which he

enjoyed for his life ; regulations, all of which fuppole
the abules we have now been fpeaking of, and which

they deligned to redrefs by thefe new itatutes.

This relaxation in the regular difcipline arofe part-

ly from the ftatcof the univcrlal church at that time.

It had, for above two years before, been without a vi-

fvblc head. The fovcreign pontifF^ had always kept a

vigilant
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Vigjlant eye upon the conduft of the hofpitallers. Dur-

ing the vacancy ofthe holy (ee, no notice could be ta-

ken of the abuies which riches introduced into the or-

der. At length the cardinals, who, for twenty -levcn

months together, through an obftinacy not very edi-

fying, could not agree iii the choice of a

pope, determined at laft in favour of a re- July 5th*

clule, called Peter de Mourhon,* highly 1 294.
efteemed for his eminent piety, and who af-

terwards founded a particular congregation of monks,
known by the name ofCeleftines. The cardinals lent

him the inftrument of his eledion by Bernault de Gout,

archbifhop of Lyons, accompanied with four other de-

puties, Cardinal Peter Colonna going likeways of his

own voluntary motion along with them. Thele depu-
ties found the holy monk ftiut up in a little cell, built

on the top of a mountain, near the city of Sulmo, in

the kingdom of Naples. There was in it a fmall win-

dow with bars before it, from which he talked to all

that, drawn by the fame of his virtues, came to confult

him about the iureft way of attaining to Chriftian per-
fedlion. Thefe deputies of the conclave faw through
the grate a venerable old man, about feventy-two

years old, pale and wan, emaciated by a conftant

courfe of aufterities, his hair flaring, his beard long
and uncouth, and his eyes fwoln with the tears that he
(lied continually in his prayers. The archbifhop of

Lyons, prefenting him the inftrument of his ele<flion,

told him, that he was chofen unanimoufly in the con-

clave to be head of the church, and conjured him, in

the name of God, to fubmit to his vocation, and give
his affent readily to a choice fo neceftary for Chriftiani-

ty, ftnce the long vacancy of the holy lee. The holy
man proftrated himfelf on the ground, and, after con-

tinuing a conliderable time in prayer, he role up, and,

fearing to oppoie the will of God, conlented to his e-

ledion, and was afterwards confecrated at Aquila, a

4own of Abruzzo, by the name of Celeftine V.
The

* BoUand, torn. 15. p. 426 &.427»
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The new pope, as foon as he was feated in the

chair of St. Peter, gave the order of St.John proofs
of his vigilancy tn regard to their condud and demea-

nour. He exhorted them in the warmed, and withal

in the mofl: moving terms, to reflect upon the religious

profefTion they had embraced, and the folemn vows

they had made at the ahar; and, to fupply them with

temporal fuccours, as well as fpiritual, the holy pon-
tiff, confidering that thofe knights, in defending the

Holy Land, had Joft all the efFeds and poiFeflions that

their order enjoyed there. Cent a bull to the grand ma-
ftcr by which, in confideration ofthofe loiTes and their

fervices, he exempts them for the future from paying
their fl:iare of certain contributions, which the popes,
the college of cardinals, and the legates efpecially, ex-

afled all over the diftrift of their legatine authority, in

a manner entirely arbitrary, and oftentimes at the ex-

pence of the ornaments and lacred vefTcls of the church.

This was not the only abufe that the holy pope had

a mind to reform ; but he found Co many obflacles in

his way, and was moreover fo fenfible of his own little

capacity for government, that he readily gave ear ta

the fuggeftions of fome cardinals, who, taking advan-

tage of the tendernefs of his confcience, exaggerated
to him the obligations and dangers of the papal digni-

ty, in hopes of fucceeding him in it.

It is even faid, that cardinal Cajeian, who afpired to

the popedom, Ipared neither artifices nor impoftures to

perfuade the holy man to abdicate his dignity, and that

he fuborned a rafcal to counterfeit an angel of light,

and order him, in the name of God, and under pain of

damnation, to return to his cell.

Celestine, who was a weak man, took the voice

of an impoftor for that of heaven, and belides, he chofe

rather to return to the private condition of a monk,
than continue any longer in a dignity, where he was

not allowed to do the good he wiihcd, and hinder the

evil he could not bear. Ii. ftne, whether it was infpi-

ration, or dUlafte fcr a cojrt where pofuicksthen got

die better of the ma\iiiis of the goipel, he propoied
him/elf
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liimfelf, and made his own abdication * in a full con-

(iftory, with a magnanimity, of which there bad ne-

ver been an inftance before, nor perhaps will be here-

after. Cardinal Cajetan, who had taken all poffible

meafures to facilitate the acceptance of his refignation,

reaped the fruits of it in the next conclave, and, by the

help of his cabal, was railed to the height of his wiflies,

and invefted with that eminent dignity. He
took the name of Boniface VIII. He was learn- 1294.
ed in the civil and canon law, an excellent

politician,
and a confummate ftatefman, but of an un-

meafurable ambition, covetous, revengeful and cruel ;

and, during all the time of his pontificate, was wholly
taken up with the chimerical proje<5l of uniting the tem-

poral and fpiritual fwords, and employing the authority
he was inverted with, which was purely Ipiiitual, to ac-

quire, under one pretext or other, a temporal dominion

over the territories of all Chriftian princes ; fuch was
iiis ambition, a pafTion to which his predecefTor fell

the firft facrifice.

Celestine, by his abdication, becoming again
brother Peter de Mourhon, flattered himfelf that he

had fhaken oft all fetters, and recovered his liberty.
The good man was for making no other ule of it, but

to chufe a defart where he might pafs the reft of his

days a ftranger to all the world ; but Boniface, for fear

fome new fcruple fliould make him revoke his refipna-

tion, ordered him to be apprehended, and, to difcover

the moftfecret difpofitions of his prifoner, obliged him
to come to confefTion to himfelf. The pious reclufe's

declarations, though made with the utmoft fincerlty^
Vol. II. B were

*
Ego Celefiinus papa quintus, motus ex legitimis caufis, id eft,

causa humilitatis, meliotis vitse & confcientiae illcefae, debilitate

corpoiis, defeiilu fcientiic, & malignitate popiJi, & infirmilate

perfojire ;
& uc praeteritae confolationis vitae polTim reparare quie-

tem, fponte ac libere cedo papatui, & exprefse renuntio loco &
dignitatis oneii & honori

; dans plenani & liberam facultatem ex
nunc fatio cctui ccrdinalium eligendi ic prcvidendi duntaxat cs-
nonice univeifali ecclsf.^e dc paftorc. jBoGo; t, 2. j. i. p. -. R.-i-

-nald. nun:i. ^3.
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wei'c not fufficicnt to remove his fears ; and it is report-

ed, that, to rid himfelf entirely of this uncafinefs, he

got him difpatched by ill ufage. He fliut him up like

a criminal in a hideous dungeon, and lb very narrow,

that there was not room enough to put a forry bed into

it. The barbarous jailors that watched him narrowly,
as foon as ever he had cloied his eyes to take a little

reft, inteiTuptcd his fleep, and, by this barbarous de-

vice, loon put an end to the poor remainder of his life.

The pope, by this inhuman condudl, made himlelf o-

dious to all good men. There was a fort of prophecy
about that time current in the world, in which Cele-

(line, fpeaking of his fucceiTor, and the tricks he had

uled to arrive at the papacy, is made to fay,
** Thou

'* art got upon the throne of St. Peter like a fox ; thou
*' (halt reign like a lion, and die like a dog." But

it is very probable, that this prophecy, like abundance

of others, was not invented till after the events hap-

pened.
Hou^EVER this be, Boniface, who fancied himfelf

as much a fuccefTor of the Coefars as of St. Peter, was

no fooner leated in his pontifical chair, than he profef"

ied a particular affe<5tion for the hofpitallers and tem-

plai-s.
He knew very well, that thele two bodies were

composed, at lead in the main, of gentlemen and brave

warriors, and he omitted neither an open and avowed

protedlion, nor favours, nor benefits, to engage them in

a ftri^ler adherence to the holy lee, and his particular

jnterefts.

The hofpitallers of St. John were the firft that ex-

perienced the effe<5ls of his protedlion. The kings of

England and Portugal, after the lofs of the Holy Land,

pretended that the hofpitallers, who had commandries

in their territories, had no right to fend the revenues

thereof abroad, and remit them to the Levant, prcten-

fions of a dangerous example, and which might have

terrible conlequences, by their influence on other mo-

narchs of Chriftendom.

The two kings we are fpeaking of went fo far as

to ftop this money, and fequeftrate it j and, to juftify

their
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their condiKft, they gave out, that the commandries of

the order, benig founded in their dominions by the

kings their predeccfTors,
or elfe by their fubjcds, only

for the defence of the Holy Land, they could not,fince

the lois thereof, and thecoriquefts of the infidels, mai^.e

a better uCe of the revenues of thofc great benefices,

than by employing them for maintaining the poor of

each nation, inilead of fending the money to the ifie of

Cyprus, where it ferved only to fupport the laxur)^,

and feed, the pleafures
of the knights of St. Jonn.

These reproaches were not perhaps altogether ground-
lefs with regard to feveral panicijiar cornman.icrs; bat

theyinadenoimprefnon atall upon Boniface. That pon-

tiff, who knew no way of treating with crowned heads,

but that of haughtinefs, threatened the two pnnces im-

mediately v/ith the thunders of the church, if they did

not revoke their orders. He reprefented to the king,
that the hofpitallers had fixed their refidence in tliQ ifle

ofCyprus, not fo much for a place of refuge and re-

treat, as to be within reach whenever an opportunity

offered of renewing the war, and recovering the Holy
Land ; that they difcharged the obligations of their

profeffion as much in that ifie as in Paleftine; that they
had there an hofpital open to all the poor, and kept

ftiips in their ports, to lerve for the convoy and iecuri-

ty of pilgrims ; and that this military order, from which

the church received fuch (ervices, being under the par-

ticular protedlion of the popes, he was neceffarily ob-

ligred to make ufe of his auihority, which he derived

from God alone, againft the ufurpcrs of revenues, de-

dicated to the defence of Chriflianity. The menaces

of this pontiff proved more effeclual than his reafons,

and brought the two kings to a compliance ; their or-

ders were revoked, and the iequeftration taken off.

The pope treated Henry de Lufignan, king of Cy-

prus in a manner (lill more haughty. That prince, as

has been obferved, had given the hofpitallers and tem-

plars a retreat in his ifland ; but fearing they might
make themlelves as povverful there as they had been in

Paleltine, he ilTucd out a folemn edict, forbidding thetn

B2 to
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to purchafe any eftates there ; and the pope, in cornpli-
ance with that monarch, had confirmed this edidt by
particular bulls. The king of Cyprus had laid upon
them a fort of general poll tax, in which the clergy of
this kingdom, and the body of nobility and gentry were

comprehended, as well as the common people. The
pope was Toon informed of it; and, as the leall pretence

imaginable was enough to put that pontiff upon ftretch-

ing his authority, he did not fail to exert himfelf up-
on this occalion. He called this tax a downright in-

vafion of the privileges that the holy fee had been

pleaded to grant to the military orders, and hz wrote to

the king of Cyprus, like a fovereiga to his fubjc<5t, in

the rnoli arrogant and imperious terms.
" We will, fays he, and ordain, that the impofl:,

<*
vulgarly called the poll-tax, the very name ofwhich

*^
is horrible and deteftable, be abfolutely aboliihed,

*' and that the king (hall not impofeit on his own fub-
"

jeds, without the pcrmiflion of the holy (ee ; and,
*' with regard to other taxes and payments, U'e likc-
*'

v/ays declare the knights holpitallers and templars
'^

abiblutely exempted from them." The pope add-

ed in his letter, that though the holy fee had by a bull

confirmed the edict, which prohibited thofe military
fiiars from making any purchalcs, )'et the king ought
not to take that concclfion of the holy fee in a rigorous

ienle, fo as to hinder the knights from enlarging the

cnclofures about their convents, and purchafing liich

houfcs as adjoined t() their principal houfe, and were

neccfPary for the lodging of a great order, which, be-

fides the pilgrims and the poor, always maintained si

body of troops to mann their vefTcIs.

The king of Cyprus, finding himlclf wounded by
the imperious pontiff's letters, in a part the moft lenli-

ble of any to princes, and in his fovereign authority,

omitted nothing to make the knights feel the whole

weight of his refentment. He declared publicly, that

he would not fuffer a fct of men in the heart of his

Jkingdoms, that pretended to be independant of all o-

thcr authority but that of the pope's. His miniflers

there-
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tlicreupon, in contempt of the pontifF's proliibuion,

compeiledjhe knights to pay their poll-money ; and

this covetous prince exadled the fame tribute of the

clergy. The nobility and gentry were not exempted
fi'om it ; and the people, who generally pay more than

the other orders of the ftate^ and always firlt, were (liil

worie treated.

This prince, by his greedinefs, raifed a general dif-

content. The templars, who were naturally proud
and haughty, and by the necetHties of the kings ot Je-

rufalem, who (tood in need of their fuccour, had ac-

quired a fort of independence^, being incenled againft

Henry, fomented the national difcontent, which broke

out at iaft into an open revolt. Amaury, titular prince
of Tyre, and brother to the king, was underhand the

cncourager of it. This ambitious prince afpired to the

crown; and when, by himlelf and hisemifFaries, he had

made fure of the troops and the inhabitants of the ca-

pital, he took off the mask, put himfelf at the head of

the rebels, feized on the king's perfon ; and, to re-

move him out of the fight of the people, who are very

fufceptible of compaflion, and naturally inconftant, he

feut him to Haiton, king of Armenia, whofe filter he

had married ; and Haiton confined the unfortunate

prince in a caftlc, fituated among the mountains border-

ing on Cilicia. Amaury, after this, got the king his

brother declared incapable of the government, and was

preparing to take the crown, when a valet de chambre

ofthe dcpoled king, called Simonet, who always con-

tinued faithful to his firft mafter, though he had enter-

ed into the ufurper's fervice, making ufe of the liberty

he was allowed of a free accefs to his apartment, flab-'

bed him in his bed, occafioning thereby a new revolu-

tion, in whicli king Henry recovered both his liberty

and crown. The grand mafter did not engage on any
fide in all thefc commotions, and died a little after the

king of Cyprus'*s return into his dominions.

The hoCpitallers choie in hisltead ^ n, ,^
^j J n- L' '

1 10 Odo de Pins.
Odo de rms, or tne language or Pro-

vence; defcended from an illuftrious and noble family
B 3 in
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In Catalonia,' from which likeways the houfe of Pins

in Languedoc, who bear the fame arms, pretend to de-

rive their original. OJo de Pins was a knight lar ad-

vanced in years, exceeding pious, and allovved to be

an exadl obferver of the regCdir dilcipline. While he

was oiily a privateman, all his brother knights thought
him worthy of the grand mafterfliip ; but fcarce was
he arrived at that eminent dignity, but they found he

"wanted many of the qualifications proper for govcrn-
jnent, e»pecially in an order, the duties whereof relat-

ed as much to the excrcile of arms, as to prayer and

works of charity. He imagined he had difchargcd all

the obligations incumbent upon him, when he had fpent
whole days in the oratory. Perhaps he might be more
devout than was proper in his pofl j and perhaps too,
his knights were lels fo than their charaflcr required.
However that be, his exccflive fondnefs for devotion

and retirement occafioned, in (bme meafure, a negledt
©fall kinds of military enterprizes.
The knights, who, lince the lofs of their pofTefll-

ous in Paletline, had fcarce any fubfiftence but what

they got by cruifing, murmured openly at his indiife-

rence for any naval preparations. They joined in a

body lo lay their complaints before the pope, defiring
his permiilion to depol'e him, Boniface tummoned him
to Rome, to hear his defence on the fubjeifl of the griev-
ances of his knighis. Odo, who was better cut out to

obey than command, fet forward immediately, but died

before he could reach the capital of the Chriflian

world. The hofpitallers, upon the

"William de news of it, chofe for his fucceflbr

ViLLARET. brother William de Vlllarct, of the

1262. language of Provence, great prior of

St. Giles, and then refilling
at his pri-

ory. This gentleman had a brother that was alio a

knight at that time, and one of the molt diflinguifhed
of

' Liuro I. de la coronica de la religion de St. Juan. p. 127,
For. Fray. Dom. Ji^an. Auguftin de Fiines en Valencia 1626.

••

Cofmcg. ds Bdkforeft. t. 2. p. iii6.
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ef the order; and the monaftcry of the nuns of St.John
at Fieux inQuerci, was governed by Jourdainc dc Vil-

laret their filler.

Though the new grand mafter had received an

account of his elc(5lion, he was in no great hafte to fet

out for the ifle of Cyprus, but was relblvcd

firft to viftt in pcrfon all the priories of the 125)8.

languages of Provence, Auvergnc and b'rancc;

and, by cares fo becoming his poft, he reftored the re-

gular difcipline to its purity, confirming it afterwards

by a chapter, which he called in the commandry of la

Tronquiere, a member depending on the great priory
of St. Giles. He made ieverai very ufeful regulations

there; and 'twas in this chapter that he put the nunne-

ries of Beaulieu, Martel, and Fieux, which belonged to

the lady nuns of the order, under the vifitation of the.

great prior of St. Giles and his fuccellbrs. The lady

fbperior of Beaulieu is eleftive and perpetual, takes

the title of grand priorefs, and wears the great crofs.

The houie of Belver or Beaulieu was originally

only an holpital, founded by the lords of the houfe of

Themlnes, about A. D. 1220, between Figeac and

Rocamadour, for the relief of the poor and pilgrims,

which came that way in their pafTage to the Holy
Land. In 12 79, a lord of Themines, called Gilbert,

and Aigline his wife, gave this houle to the order of

St. John of Jcrulalem, with all the polTefTions annexed

to it*. This donation was accepted in the name of

the order, by brother Peter Gerard, commander of the

houies of Qiercy, and brother Gerald de Baras, great

commander of the houfes on the fea-fide, as the deed of

gift exprelTcs his tide, which muft evidently be under-

ftood of the firft. dignity of the order, (excepting that

of the grand mallerfhip) and fuch as was annexed to

the

* Thb antient family of Thcraines-panedfucceflively into thofe

cf Cardaillacund de Pfnne, ann aftewards into that of Laufiere,

frcm v/hence, about the end of the fixteenth century, fprung

Pons de Laufiere Themines, knight of the orderof St. Michael and

the Hcly Ghoft, marllial of France, fencfchal and governor of

the province of Quercy.
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i\\c language of Provence preferably to all others.

'Twas in this chapter of la Troncjuiere that William
de Villarct, then grand mader, gave the habit and
crofs of the order to Icveral young ladies of quality,
who had devoted theinrelves in that holpital to the ler-

viceof the poor, and appointed Aigline de Themines,
the founder's daughter, for the priorefs. The grand
mailer made this hojlc rubje(5t to the vifltation of the

great prior of St. Giles, and eftabliflied leveral other

regulations, which Aigline, and four other ladies, de-

puted by the convent, and prefent at la Tronquicre,
Submitted to being afterwards ratified in a particular

meeting of their chapter.
We cannot difcovcr the time of the foundation of

the houfe of Martel, fituate in the city of that name,
and which for a long time was called the hofpital of
the true crofs. As for another houfe ofthe order call-

ed Fieux, Jourdaine de Villaret, filler to the grand ma-
fter and Fulk de Villaret knight of the order, was
the firft priorefs of it, as may be leen in the catalogue
of the fuperiors of that houle. But as it has been fince

united to that of Beaulieu, we fnall fay nothing farther

about it ; only oblerving, that in thcle three houies,
as well as in that of Tholoufe, which is of a modern

foundation, and in all others of the order, in what coun-

try foever they are fituate, the nuns arc obliged to be

of noble birth, and the fame proofs are required of tbeni

as for the knights.
Their habit is a robe of red cloth, with a mantle

of black cloth, upon which they wear a crofs ofwhite

linen with eight points, a praftice which has varied

in different provinces, and in different ages, the

caufes of which we fliall relate in the courlc of this

liidory'.
At the latter end of this century, and during the

mafterfhip of Wilham de Villaret, pope Boniface VIII»

confidering the lofs which this military order had fuf-

fered of all their polTcffions in Paleftinc, to enable them

the better to carry on the armaments they had let on

foot^
• In. .nrch. vatic, ex regift. Eon. Vill. t, 2. fol. 30S.
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foot, annexed the famous abbey of the holy trinity of

Vehufia, in the khigdom of Naples, to the manfe of
the grand mafler. The pope, by his bull of the third

year of his pontificate, declares, that he was induced

to fappre(s the monks of that convent, on account of

the irregularity of their manners; and that for a contrary

reafon, he had thought fit to confer it upon the hof*

pitallers, who daily expoled their own lives to defend

thole of pilgrims, and guard them in their pafTage to

the Holy Land^ 'Twas almoft at the fame time, and

out of a like motive, that Henry,marquis of Hochberg,
of the houfeof 33aden, before he entered into the or-

der of the templars, gave the hofpitaliers his lordfhip

of Heiterfheim, near Friburg, the refidence of the

great priors of Germany. This grant was confirmed

twenty years after by Henry and Rodolph, marquifTes
' of Hochberg.
•' The grand mafter repaired to Rom.c to thank the

•pope for his benefactions ; and, after receiving his blef-

ilng, fet out for the ifle of Cyprus, and arrived happily
at Limiifo, in the head houfe of the order, and il-at of

its refidence. He was expefled there with impatience,
not only becaufe of the opinion they had entertained

of his wifdom and capacity in government, but alfo in

hopes that his prefcnce and application would give new
warmth to a fcheme projecfted for driving the Sarazens

out of the Holy Land.

Gazan, Ton of Argun beforementioned, cham of
the Mogul Tartars, king of Perfia, and a de-

fcendant or fuccefTor of Genchizcan, was at 1300,
the head of this league. Pachymerus, a

Greek and cotemporary hiftovian, has given us a cha-

raflcr of that prince, which is too great, if it be a juft

one, not to be inferled here'. '*^ When that prince,
*•

fays the hiftorian, mounted the throne, he call his
*^

eyes upon the hiftories of Cyrus and Alexander the
*'

great, to take from thence the model of his condudt.
*' He admired particularly the great qualities of the
*^

vanquifhcr of Darius, In his military expeditions he
^* made

•
Pachym, 1. .2»
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^' made ufe of the Iberians ; and did fo, fays this hi-
'*

ftoiian, as well in regard to the (incere piety of that
*•'

nation, and their inviolable attachment to the Chri-
"

ftian religion, as for their courage and intrepidity
*'

in the field. As he knew the crofs was the trophy
'* of the Chriftians,he placed it on the top ofhisftand-
**

ards, and "twas under the protc(5lion of this fign of
*' our falration, that he gained glorious victories over
'^ the fultan of Egypt He fell into Paleftine, and,
•'

to gratify the IkVians that were in his army, he at-
** tacked the city of Jerufalem, and was very near de-
'*

livcring the fepulchreof our Saviour from the tyranny" oftheinHdels."

No body that reads this paffagc of the hiftory of

Pach) merus would have any other notion of Gazan
but that he was a Chriftian : yet all the other writers

of his nation, Arabians, Perfians, poets and hidorians,

maintain,that this prince was bred a pagan and idolater %
as jnoft of the Tartars were at that time ; that he
turned Mahometan afterwards, to conform to the reli-

gion of the greateO: part of his {ubjeds,who were of that

profeflion, and, at the ceremony of his circumlion,
took the name ofMahomet. The miftake of the Chri-

iiian iiiftorians arole probably from hence; The Tartar

had married a Chriflian princefs of admirable beauty,

daughter to Livron or Leo, king of Armenia^ and, out

of complailance to the queen his wife, had allov/ed

her the public excrcifc of her religion in his palace,
which might induce the miflionaries and travellers to

believe, that Gazan himfelf was a Chiiftian. Be that

as it will, ibme time before, and even antecedent to

the misfortunes of Henry king ofCyprus, a league was

ftruck up between the Tartarian prince, the king of

Armenia, his father-in-law and neighbour, the king
of CypruSjAmaury de Lulignan his brother, and the two

orders of the templars andhoipitallers, who were con-

lidered in the ealt as the principal ftrength, and only
refourcc of the Chrillians.

Haiton

'
Sec the Bibliothefjuc oriental In the word Cazwn.



William de Villaret Grand Mafler. 23

Haiton, lord of Curchy '', nephew, or as others

fay, only coufin to the king of Armenia, an eye wlt-

nels of thefc wars, has left us an exaft account ofthem
in his hiftory of Tariary. *Tis from this author that

we learn what advantages thefe allies gained over the

Sarazens. They defeated Nazer lultan of Egypt, took

the famous city of Damafcus, and afterwards reduced

the greateft part of Syria. The hofpitallers, who had
no other view in this league but to chafe the infidels

out of the Holy Land, entered Paleftine without op-

pofition, at the head of a body of cavalry, which Ga-
zan gave them for a reinforcement. They found the

country open and defcncelefs ; the cities, if they were
not rather to be called villages, without any fortifica-

tions ; Jerufalem deftitute of walls, as well as Chrifti-

an inhabitants ; no body appearing to oppo(e their con-

quefts. But that whicli facilitated thefe conqucfts
made it afterwards impoffible to maintain them. The
Sarazens, after the taking of St. John d'x^cre, had rafed

the fortifications of all the towns in Paleftine, fb that

the kingdom was only a large country, expofed to the

ftrongeft power, and every force that was mafter ofthe

field.

The hofpitallers, infinitely pleafcd with having made
their way to the holy city, thought of rebuilding the

walls, in order to maiatain themfelves there. But the

cham of Tartary, being obliged to repais the Euphrates
and return into Perfia, to march againft a body of

rebels, that had made an infurredlion in his abience,
that prince recalled out of Paleftine the troops which
he had lent the hofpitallers ; and, after their retreat,

there was no poffib-.lity,
with the fingle forces of the

order, to keep the field againft the armies of the Sara-

zens.

Accordingly the fbldan, after the Tartars were
drawn off, fell again into Paleftine; and, upon the news
of his march, and that he was advancing with a mighty

body of troops towards Jerufalem; the hoipitallers,who
had

•-Chap. 43,
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had entered like conquerors, were forced to quit it In a

manner like pilgrims.

Gazan, in the mean time, hiving quickly pacified

the troubles that had rifcn in Perfia during his

1 501. abfence, refumed his firft defigns againft the

foldan of Egypt. The politic Tartar had no

other view in re-edabllfhing the Latin Chridians in

Palcftine, but to make ufe ofLhem afterwards for a bar-

rier, to hinder the Sarazens of Egypt from having any
communication with Syria. But having difcovered by
the former campaign how inconfidcrable a force the

kings of Armenia and Cyprus were able to bring into

the field, and being fenfible, that the military orders

could not of themfelves make head againft the foldan*s

power, he v/as fully convinced, that, to drive the Sa-

razens both out of Syria and Pale{line,and to enable the

Chriftians to maintain themfelves in the latter, it was

necefTary to engage the princes of theWeft in this v/ar,

and bring fbmc crufade into the Levant, like the firft of

Godfrey dc Bouillon, which had driven them out of

the Holy Land.

This was the motive of a noted embalTy, which he
fent to pope Boniface VIIL and which afterwards pro-
ceeded onto France. There are fome hiilorians indeed,
that afcribc this negotiation to Mahomet Gayatcddin,
othcrwife called Algiaptou, brother and fuccclTor to

Gazan. The Perfians, in their tongue, call this latter

Chodabenda, i. e. the fervant of God : Haiton the hi-

ftorian names him Carbaganda, and fays that his mo-
ther was a Chriftian, and that he was baptifed and
named Nicholas ; but that after his mother's death, he
turned Mufulman. But whoever was the author of this

cmhafly, the peilbn deputed upon that occafion, arriv-

ing at Rome, defired the pope in the cham his mafter's

name, to engage the moft powerful princes of his com-

munion, to join part of tlieir troopsto the armies he had
on foot, in order to drive the Sarazens out of Syria and

Paleftine, offering to Icare the Latin ChriftiiUis the en-

tire poiTrffion of the Holy Land.

The
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The embafTddor % to make his propohls go down
the readier, poruicly infinuated, that the cham his ma-

tter was noway averfe to embracing the Chriftian reli-

gion** ; an artifice perhaps new at that time, and too

ftalc at this, but which fcrves at Icaft for a proof, that

this prince was either a Pagan or Mahometan.

Unluckily for the fucccfs of fo great an enter-

prife, the pope was then in the violentcll fits of his im-

placable hatred to Philip the Fair, king of France,
whom in reproach he compared to the idol of Bel, or

Baal, by a ridiculous {cnfelefs aIlL,fion that his grols

ignorance of that Phsenician word betrayed him into.

The ground of this haired was Philip's openly refufing
to fubmit to that abfolute and delpotic power, which
Boniface claimed over all Chriilian dates. He owned

indeed, that fovereigns within their own dominions

were fupreme in temporals ; but then he pretended a

right of taking cognifance of the differences that arofc

between them, under pretence, as he faid^ that it be-

hoved him to know, if they could in certain jun(51ures

and circumftances make war without iin. In virtue of

this cavilling diftin<5lion, the nevv' cafjift was for drays'^-

ing to his own tribunal the cognifance andabiolute de-

cifion of all their differences, and he threatened fuch as

rcfuied to fijbmit to it, to excommunicate them, to lay
an interdid on their dominions, and abiblve their fub-

jedts from their oath of fidelity. 'Twas the (honeft

way ofattaining to an univerfal monarchy; but unlucki-

ly for the fuccef.s of theie pretenfions, the pontiff,

in the perfon of Philip the Fail', had to do with a

powerful prince, haughty and imperious in his nature,

infinitely jealous of the riglus ofhis crown, rightly ap-

priled of thofe of the pope's, and who at the fame limc

Vol. II. C that

*
Spicil. t, 11, p. 609.

^ Parifus ipfa hebdomsda Pafchs venerunt ad regem Francia
nuncii Tartarorum, diqentes, quof'. ii rex & baione&gcntts iul's in

Terrae Sandlae fubfidium deftinavert, eovum dominus Tartarorcm
rex Saracenos totis vinbus expugnaret, et tam ipie quam populus
fuus efficerentur libenti aninio Ciwiilja;]!, CciiUn. chon. ds

Nangis adann. 1303,
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that he denied rhem nothing that was due to the vifible

liead of die church, did yet maintain with an invincible

fiiinneis, that thole pontiif:), with regard to Cliiiftian

monarchs, had no authority but what was purely fpiri-

tual, that this very authority was barely minillcrial,

and that tliey ought to govern the church of Chrift ac-

cording to the canons of general councils.

Don I FACE, enraged to meet with fuch an obftacle

to the i;ftablifliment of his chimerical projed, had raif-

cd up enemies on all fides againft France, and even

againfl the perfon of the king. 'Tis to this pontiff,

that ihe revolt of the Flemings, and the Englifh war is

afcribsd. And whilft: thefe open enemies were attack-

ing the frontiers of the kingdom, the fbvereign pontiff

left no methods untried to raile /editions within it, and

debauch the fccular and regular clergy from the obedi-

ence they owed their fbvereign.
Such was the di fpolition of Boniface, when the cham

•of Tartary's embalTador arrived at Rome. The imperi-
ous pontiffeagerly catched at this pretence of fignaliz-

jng his pretended power over the perfon of the king
and his fubjedls.

In the firfl: crufades, the popes, with regard to fb-

vereigns, never mads u/e of any means but thofe of in-

treaty and exhortation. But afterwards, and as oppor-
tunities offered, to get rid of princes whofe power they
were jealous of, they engaged them in thole expediti-

ons by motives of penance, and fometimes on pain of

excommunication. Thus by menacing them with the

cenfures of the church, they had created a fbrt of right

in the papacy to fend the greatefl monarchs into the

call in a ftate of exile, tho' ftill under the pretext of

delivering tlie Holy Land out of the hands of the infi- .

dels.
' Fwas with fuch views, that Boniface difpatch-

ed the bifliop of Pamiers to the king. That prelate,

wlio was animated with the fpiritandhaughtincfs of his

mafter, delivered his mefTage to Philip, not fb much like

an embaffador and mcfTengcr of peace, as a herald fent

to declare war agaiiift him.

He
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He told liim, that it was the pope's intention, he

fiiould crofs the (ga immediately at the head of all the

forces of France, and join his troops vvith tho e of the

king of Pel (la, to drive the Sarazens out of Syria and

Paledine. BoniFacc, under colour of this pious motive,

had no dcfiga hm to get the king at a diH:ance from his

own dominions/m hopes ofeftablifhing liis pretended tem-

poral power there in iiis abfence. But befides that the

haughtinels and inlblence of his nuncio, tho' a French-

man, was of itfelf abundantly lufticient to make the

pope's pnipolals be rejected, that pontiff had 10 do

with a prince inlinirely jealous, as we have fatd, of

the (overeign rights of his crown, who underftjod his

trueinterefts perfedlly well, naturally frugal, and in-

deed i'o grafping at money, that his memory has been

reproached for not always confining himlelfto
jufl:

mea-

fures for raifing it. Far thereiore from being difpoied

to put himielf to the neceflary expences for ib tedious

an expedition, it was pretended, that he wanted eveii

fupplies to maintain the wars that the pope had fecreily

(lirred up againft him.

There did not likewile want fufpicions, that Boni-

face had a defign of making war upon France. Reports
went current about, that the templars had offered their

fcrvices to that pontiff, and had alfo fjrniftied him

with confiderable lums to begin the war ; fo that Phi-

lip, inilead of entertaining a thought of quitting his

domiliions in fiich a jundture, ordered the jiope's nuncio

away, who had fpoken to him with i'o much haughti-
nefs and inlblence ; and, by his dilmiffion, the cham's

embaffador, who was come on purpoie to France, faw

his negotiaiion milcarry.
'TwAS a very lenfible affl:<5lion to the hofpitallers to

hear of the ill lliccels of this embaffy. 'I hey (aw tl^cir

hopes of recovering the Holy Land father ofr than ever.

Betides, they had but a very indifferent fituation in ihc

ifle of Cyprus, confidering the temper of the king, a

covetous and jealous prince, who was for impcUng
ta.xesupon them,as wehave laid, though they had never

paid anv tribute under the kings of Jcrufalem, but that

C 2 of
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of their blood, which they daily (hed fo gen?roufly in

defence of the Ch riftians.

The
iiirprizing death of Boniface, who died through

grief, that he was fallen under the povvcr, and

1303. into the hands of the French, gave the hofpi-
tallers fome hopes of leeing in a fiiort time a

more religious pope, who, inftead of (owing, and keep-

ing up diviiions among Chi iftian princes, as Boniface

did, would on the contrary employ all the intercft tiiat

Jbis dignity gave him, to difpoic thesn to unite together
and form a new crufadc.

Accordii;gly ihc cardinals, eleven days after

Boniface's dcceale, chofe in his ftead Nicholas Hocaifi-

ni, c: doniinican, cardinal and biihop of Oftia, a pre-
lare of a holy life, and profound learning. He took tlie

name ofBc^nedlsfl XL and as Toon as he was (bated in

the holy lee, he exprelF^d a great deal of eagernefs to

procure powerful iuccours, and a confiderabb arma-

ment to be lent into the eaft. But the/e pious dilpofi-

tions were attended with no efFedls, by reafbn of the

pope's death, who was only eight days on the throne

of St. Peter.

The conclave met at Perugia, where it continued

near a yea; j and there was reafbn to fear it would not

fnd fb loon, becaufe of the miiunderftanding between
the cardinals, who were divided into two fadions, and

Iiad determined never to conlent to the election of any
pcribn that was then in the conclave. Cardinal Francis

Cajctan, nephew to iVjniface, and inheritor of his ha-

tred aguinft Philip the Fair, and the two cardinal Co-

lonna's, who were pariilims of France, was at the head

of one of the fatflions. The other party, which was
devoted to the king, was headed by cardinal Dupre,
an intimate friend of the two cardinal Colonna's,
"whom Boniface, during his pontificate, had, out of a-

verlion to France, cruelly pcrlecuted as well as all their"

boufe.
The cardinals that were fhut up In the conclave, af-

fembled every day, conferred together fomctimes in pu-
blic andibmctimes in private, and the moll artful among

them
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them endeavoured to gain over ibme votes in the con-

trary fadtion.

Cardinal Dupre, who was excellent at thefe

weapons, and a mofl: refined politician, addrefTing him-

felt' one day to cardinal Gajetan,
" We do a great

*^ deal of mifchief, fays he to him, with all the ap-
<'

peavance of franknefs, and caufe an infinite pre-
*^

judice to the church, by keeping it fo long deftiiute

'' of a head :" adding, that, fince they conld not acrrce

about a cardinal to be made pope, they mud neceffar-

ily
chufe fbaieperfon, tho' not of the conclave, that was

worthy of being advanced to that great dignity : and

that, to facilitate the election, he was of opinion, that

one of the factions fhould nominate any three arch-

bifhops that they pleafed beyond the mountains, and

the other faction fliould have the riglit of chrifing with-

in forty days whomfoever they liked belf of the three

for pope. Cajetan replied, that there was no equality

in this propoial, and that every body mufl: lee plainly,

that the fa<5tion which fhould name the three candidates,

had vaftly the advantage, fince by their nomination,

they were fure of having one of their creatures for pope.
Cardinal Dapre owned it, but added, that to fhew how

fincerely he and the cardinals of his party wiilied to

have an end put to the fcandal wliich their divilions

caufed in the church, they v/ere ready to give up that

advantage to the cardinals of the orher fadion ; that

thofe of his party would freely confent they fhould

have the naming of the three candidates, out of whom
the pope was to be choien ; and that for their own

parts they would only reierve to themieives the right

of chuGng out of three of their creatures^ the perlbn

they thought the moft deferving, and him that was leaft

dilagreeable to them.

Boniface's nephew communicated this propofal
to his fadion, afcribing it to the impatience which

Dupre and the old cardinals had to get ou: of the con-

C 3 clave ;
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clave : and having brought the cardinals of his party
in to approve of it, a formal treaty was drawn up and

iigned by all the cardinals ; in conferjuence of which,

Cajetan named three Ultramontain archbifhops, all

creatures of his uncle, and who, during that pope's

pontificate, had c(pou(ed his interefl: againft the king.
The fiift of the three was Bcrtrand de Got, archbifhop
of Bourdeaux, a prelate of a noble houfe in Aquitain,
but wedded to his plcalures, and eaten up with ambi-

lion,an intimate friend and entire confident ofCajetan*s,
and a fabje(5t of the king of England's, who was then
duke of Aquitain. Belides, this prelate was an enemy
to Philip the Fair, and particulary fo to Charles deVa-
lois, that prince's brother, who, during the wars be-

tween the French and Englifh, had ravaged the calHes

and lands of his brother and nearelt relations. Yet
this was the prelate upon whom cardinal Duprc fixed

histyes to make him pope. He knew him thorough-

ly, and made no queftion but a man of his c!iara(5tcr,

would eafily facrifice his old friends and fi;d benefac-

tors to his promotion. He was likewile of opinion,
that it would beno difficult matter, whilll Italy wasin-

fcfted with the fadions and wars between the Guelphs
and Gibbelines. to keep a man of his ambition and

vanity in France, who would be charmed with fhewing
himfeJfto his relations and countrymen in that height of

power, to which the papal diadem was going to raile

him. Cardinal Dupre communicated thele views of

liij, to Philip the Fair, by an exprefs which he diipatch-
rd to him with great lecrecy, and which went from

Perugia to Paris in eleven days. He lent that prince
the ti^eaty between the two fa(51ions, and obierved to

him in his lettcr,that he had nothing to do but to make
fjre of the archbi(hop of Bourdeaux, who, to get at the

papacy, wo^ld eafily fubmit to all the conditions he

fhould ret]uire of him.

Tilt King having perufed ih: e difpatchc?, and the

treaty between the caidinals, law plainly what advan-

tages were to be d:awn from it. He wrote nnm^diate-

ly to the archbifliop of Bourdeaux, that he hadfome af-

fairs
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fairs of confcquence, in which he was
particularly con-

cerned, to communicate to him. He fixed at the fame

time a certain day on which he appointed him to re-

pair to an abbay leated in the middle of a foreli: near

St.John d'Angelu, promifing to be there himlelf with-

out fiil, and enjoined him above all things a profound

fecrecy on this head.

Both were punctual to the appointment. They came
to an interview in the morning^in the church of the

abbay. Philip, after hearing mafs, required the archbi-

(hop 10 put his hand upon the altar, and fwear to keep
the lecret he was going to confide to him inviolably.
After this precaution, he told him, that it was in his

power to make him pope ; and, to covince him of
ir,

he fhewed him the treaty made at Perugia between the

cardinals, with the paffage in Dupre's letter, where
that cardinal, in his own name, and in the name of the

cardinal^ of the French faction, refers it to the king to

chufe which of the three archbilhops he thought mod
worthy of the papacy.
The archbiihop of Bourdeaux read thefe inftni-

ments wiib great ailoniftments and, when he had end-

ed, threw himlelfatthe king's Iq^i^ and embraced them
with a tranlport eauer to be imagined than exprefTed,
asked pardon of him for his pall condu<51,

*'
I fee

**
well, fir, lays he to him, that you are for rendering" me good for evil ; if I am happy enough to be ad-

"
\ anced to the popedom^ I beg of you to be afiTured

'* that you (hall fiiare all the amhority of it with me,
" and I am ready to give you all the aifjrances of ic

*' that you can demand for fo great -a kindneis."

The king raifed him up gracioufiy, and having
embraced him in token of a peifed reconciliation, told

him, that when he fhould be upon the thrtpne of St.

Peter, lie defiied, that he would grant him fix favours,
all of themjuft, and tending only to the good of the

,
church and his kingdom, but he would be affjred of
them before he entered into any more particular en-

gagements with him. Thefi:ft two conditions which
that prince proposed related only to the differences be-

tween
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twccn him and pope BoniFace, infiftinf;,
that he fliouL!

annul all the acls of that pope againft himlelf, the car-

dhials Colona, and his principal iiibjf ts. He rccjuir-

cd for the third condition, that he fhojld proinife hini

to condemn the memory of Boniface, and order his

bones to be burnt, as uled to be done with thole of a-

thiefts and hereticks. The fourth article was concern-

ing the affair of the cardinals Colonna, whom Boni-

face had degraded for their adherence to France ; the

king required that they lliould be re-inftated in their

foimer dignities, and entire reltitution made to them of

all their elieds and pofTefiions. Philip demanded, as the

fifih condition, that he might have leave to raile the

tenths upon the clergy of France for five years toge-
ther. The fixth condition was not to be declared till

after the ceiemony of the future pope's coronation

Ihould be over. *' But I will have you, fays the king,
"

for a further aflurance of your promifes, take a io-
*' lemn oath upon the holy ficrament, and give mc
*'

your brother and two nephews in hoftagc, whom I

." will take with me to Paiis, under pretence of re-
*^

concillng them to the count de Valois, my brother,
'^ and keep them there till you have fully made good"

your word. 'Tis now for you, adds the king, to fee
** if you like the condiiions,"

The ambitious prelate, drunk with joy and hope,

promill'd every thing, and fwore (blemnly on the holy
facrament to perform the conditions required. He
fent at the fame time for his brother and nephews, and
delivered them into the king's hands. That prince

difpatchcd away immediately an exprefs to cardinal

Dupre, and thoie of his fa«ftion, with advice, that he
liad taken all the neceffary iecuritie> from the archbi-

lliop of Bourdeaux for his own intereft: and thofe of the

houfe ofColonna ; that he was adually bringing along
with him to Paris the brother and two nephews of the

arciibilhop, that they might, without any further delay,
chuie him for pope. Tlie king and that prelate parted

equally (atibfied with one another, and his majcfty's ex-

prcls arrived at Perugia five days before the term agreed
on
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on by the treaty was expired. Cardinal Duprc, ap-

prized of the king*s intentions, coinmunicated them to

the other cardinals of the French party, who thereup-

on notified to thofe of the contrary faclion, that they

were ready to execute their promife, and chufe one of

the three archbifhops propoled for pope. Upon this

notice, a folemn afTembly was held in the chapel of the

conclave : it was opened with the invocation oi the

Holy Ghoft, after which they ratified a-ncw the treaty

for the eledion. Then cardinal Dupre named Ber-

trand de Got, arthbifnop of Bourdeaux, for the vicar oi

Jefus Chrift, v.'hich was followed with the acclamations

of the whole (iicred college, elpcciaily of the nephew
and creatures of Boniface, who knew nothing of what

had palTed between the king and archbifhop, and flat-

tered themlelves with having a pope of their own par-

ty, and an enemy to the king.
But that prelate had no fooner received the decree

of his election, than, in the tranfports of his joy, on

occafion of a good fortune To much above his hopes, he

let flip a word which betrayed the fecret of his recon-

ciliation with the king of Fiance. This was no long-
er doubted of, when they faw him fummon the whole

college of cardinals to meet at Lyons, for the ceremony
of his coronation, which Philip honoured with hispre-
fence.

'TwAS after this great ceremony, that his majcfty
is faid to have opened himfelf to the pope, upon the

fixth condition that he had required of him at their in-

terview, and which he was not to know till his coro-

nation was over. The pontiff was ftrangely furpriled
to find that this condition contained the fupprefiion and

extindlion of the whole order of the templars. The

king, to fupport the juflice of his demand, told him,
that they were guilty of the moft abominable crimes,
and that he had good proofs of it. Clement, to make

good his engagements, afiured him, that he would ap-

ply himfelf to procure private informations to be take;i

on that fubjedt, and defired Philip, on his part, tQ

com-
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cominunicaie to him what proofs he had agahifl thoie

knights.
The new pontiff, after his coronation, declared, that,

as longas the two fadions of the Guclplis and Gibe-

lines continued to tear Italy to pieces, he would take

up his reGdcnce in France, and, in confequence of this

declaration, fet out for Bourdeaux, pafTing through
ISlacon, Bj ivcs, Bourges and Liinoges. The continua-

tor ofNangis, in his account of the year 1305, relates,

that in eroding thele dioceies, he plundered, either by
himiclf or his followers, all the churches and incum-
bents that he met with in his paffage, fo that the arch-

blfliop of Bourges, for his daily iubfiftence, was reduc-

ed to the neceflity of affifting at all the offices of the

quire, as a fimplc canon, to be entitled to a (hare in

their daily dividends*.

It was not long before the Italian cardinals repent-
ed that they had placed a French prelate, fb greedy of

money, upon the papal throne. They were fenfible,

that if it continued any conliderablc time in France,

they fhould have no greut (hare in the government, nor

coniequently in the treafures of the church. Cardinal

IVlattheo RolFo Urfini, an Italian, and ^w enemy to the

French, vexed to lee himfclf over-reaclud by cardiiial

Duprc, and meeting one day in the pope's aniichamber,
" You have carried your point, fays he with a fncer,
*^ and we are tran(planted to t'other lide the mountains ;

** and I either do not know the charader of the Gaf-
**

cons, or I (hall be much miftaken if we lee the ho-
"

ly fee again at Rome this long time."

That capital of the Chridian world, formerly the

m'.ftrels and queen of nations, loft, by the removal of

the

Papa Clemen?, circa purificatlonem bcataj Marine a Lugduno
recedens, BuiJegalis per M.itifcojjem, Brivatum, Biturigaf,

& Leniovitas irer faciens, tam rehpioioium quam f:et;ularium ec-

clefias & monafteria, tam per fe qiiam per luo;, i'atcUites, dcpra;dan-

do, multa & gravia intulit eisdamna, & iVater ^gedius, Bituri-

cenfis, archicpilcopus per hujutniodi depnedatiorcs ad tan^am deve-

nit inopiam, quod, tanqiiam umis de lais fimplicibus canonicir, ad

pcrcipifndum quciidiauac dilhlbutiones pio vita; neceilariis horas

ccfcl.-fiafticas frequcnure couduj fit.
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tlie court of Rome, the little it had left of the lufire of

its antient empire. All the Italians made heavy lamen-

tations for this tranflation, which, on account or the

time it lafted, they have generally compared to the cap-

tivity of Babylon. Some hiftorians have not Icrupled
to afcribe it to the pope's paflion for the countefs of

Perigord, daughter to the count de Foix, a princess of

lingular beauty, and from whom, it Is probable, he

could not part without pain*. The fame authors accufe

him of a fcandalous traffick in holy things, to gratify
his avarice^.

Perhaps the reader may think we have f^iven too

large a detail of the intrigues of this conclave; but, con-

lidering the fadls which follow, we thought ourlelves

neceiTarily obliged to reprefent the charadter of this

pope, and relate the lecret caufes of the complaifance
he fliewed afterwards for mod of the defigns of Philip
the Fair, with regard to the templars, as well as the

hofpitallers of St. John.
The new pontiff, defirous to fignalize his zeal by

fbme enterprife that would make a noife, and fuit the

tafte of the age, propofed to fend a new crufade into

the eaft for the recovery of the Holy Land. With this

view, and to be juftly informed of the forces of the in-

fidels, perhaps alfo to inquire into the accufations

brought by the king of France againft the templars,
}ie fent an order to the two grand mafters to come im-

mediately

* Hift. de M. I'Abbe Fleuri. 1. 92. p. 259 .

^
Qaefto papa fue huomo molto cupido di moneta e fimoniaco,

che ogni beneficjo per moneta in fua corte fi vendea, e fue lufuri-

ofo. Si dicea che tenea per amica la contefTa di Paragordo, bel-

liflima donna, figliuo la delcontedi Foy, Giovan. Viilani Jib. 9.

chap. 5-8.

Papa, ut chronica referunt, fuit nimis cupiditatibus deditus
5

propter quod fcelus fimoniae, maxime a-canonibus deteftatum &
punitum, multum viguit in curia fua circa beneficia. Qnod au-

tem quidam dicunt in papam non pofle cadere fimoniam
j beatus

Thomas hos reprobat : infuper & minus honeftae vitsefuit, & com-
jnuniter dicebatur, cum quadam comitifTa, phicherrima muliere,
contubernium habere. Sandus Antoninus Flor. axchiep. de con-
cilio Vienncnfi. tit, ai. fc^. 3.
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rncdiately to him, with the principal knights of both

ordf!';.
**' The kings of Cyprus and Armenia", (fays he, In

'^ his letter to the grand mafter of the holpiiailers,) fo-

** licit us earneftly to pfocure them fome fuccour.
'^ vVc have therefore rCiOived to conlult about it with
*' vou, and the mafter of the temple , fince, by the
*'

knowledge you have of the country, you are much
*' bitter quahfied than any others to advife us, in

^*
regard to the condu«5t and management of fuch an

^^
enterprize; belidcs, that next to thechurch of Rome,

<' no one has a greater intereft than you in the iucccls

** of it. We order you therefore to come hither Ipeedi-
*'

ly,
with as much fecrecy as polTible, and with a very

<' little retinue, lince you will find, on this fide the
**

fea, a fbfhcient number of your knights to attend
**

you. But be careful to leave in the iile ofCyprus a
*'

good lieutenant, and a body of knights, capable of
"

defending the city of your refidence, that lb your
"

abfence, which will not be long, may be of noprc-
**

judice to the aflairs of your order: Neverthelefs,
*^ do not negledt to bring along with you fome knights,
" who, by their wifdom, experience and zeal, arc
*'

qualified
to give us proper advice, in conjundtion

*' with you." This letter is dated from Bourdeaux,

June 6, 1306.
The grand mafter of the hofpitallcrs was at fea,

when this letter was fcnt him from the ifle

1306. of Cyprus, whither it was directed. He
wrote back immediately to the pope to excufe

himfclf, that he did not make fo mixh hafte in his voy-

age as his holinefs feemed to recommend, being a(ftual-

ly engaged in an enterprife which he had formed. The

hofpitallcrs, being tired out with the ill treatment they
received from the king ofCyprus, and the opprefTionof
his government ; and feeing themielves cooped up as

it were in a town, without the convenience of a port
for their naval armaments, came to a refolution to a-

bandon fb improper an abode; defigning to make them-

felvcs
• Rain. 1. 1£.
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ielves mafters of fome ifland m the neighbourhood of

ihe Holy Land, where the order, without being ac-

countable to any but their own fuperiors, might go to

fea, and difcliarge the obligations and duties of their

ftation.

The grand mafter, who.'e thoughts were entirely
taken up with this great deflgn, which he kept very

fecret, fixed his eyes upon Rliodes, an ifland at a fiiiall

dirtance from Palcftine^ and accommodated with an

excellent port. This iflind, a member of Conftanti-

nople, fuffered, like mofl: of thofe of the Archipelago^
in the revolution that happened in that capital, by the

conqueft which the French and Venetians made of it.

The Genoefe, for their part, had (eized on mod of the

Cyclades and Sporades ; and Rhodes, and the little ifles

depending on it, alfb fell into the hands of thofe repu-

blicansj during the abfence of their governor, a Greek

lord, called John de Gabales. Vatacius, whom wc
have fpoken of already, and who, in the difiiiembering
of the empire, had eredled one for himfelf, of which
Nice was the capital, vexed to iee the Latin princes pare
oft every day fome morfel or other from the Greek em-

pire, fent in A. D. 1249, John Cantacuzcnus, his great

cupbearer, with a ftrong fleet to drive the Genoele out
of the ille of Rhodes. That Greek general arrived off

the ifland, and landed his troops without oppofition :

but by great good luck for the Genoefe, William dc

Villehardouin, a French lord, and prince of Achaia,
and Hugh, a prince of the houfe of Burgundy, were

pafling at that time by Rhodes, in order to join St.

Louis in the ifle ofCyprus, and left theGenoele a body
of troops, which helped them to drive out the Greeks.

Vatacius, the mofl: politic prince of his time, to make
his advantage afterwards of the confliernation the Latins
Were in at the caprivity of St. Louis, the head of the

cru'ade, (ent Theodorus Protofebafljui to Rhodes, who
reiook the illand from the Genoefe. The Gieeks re-e-

ftabl^flied. ihc'r authority there
-,

bur the empire being
-on the decline, fome icrds a? the houie of Gaaila_, go-
vernors of Rhodes, inieniibly let up for princes of the

VoL.n. D 'ifle J
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ifle ; anJ, to fortify themfelves againft their (bvcrejgn,

tliey peopled ii with a great numher of TurkiHi and

Sarazen merchants and inhabitanis. 'Tis i'aid likcvvays,

that they admitted the infidel coriairs into iheir ports,

who were likeways fure to find refagj there, when

they wei-e purlued by the gallics
of the hofpUaliers, or

by the fhips of other Chrill:ian princes.

'The grand mailer, after coafting the ifle of Rhodes,

oblerving its ports and fortreJfes, and apprifing him-

fclf of the number of its inhabitants, did not find that

he had forces fuiTicient to attempt the conquefl: of it.

Ihcn he ;ook a view of (everal iinall adjacent illands,

which, though inhabited, are (carcc any thing but

rocks. But finding no fortified places in them, v. here-

in he could maintain his ground, and fearing, that if

he made an attempt on any of theie little iflands, it

would difcover his defign upon Rhodes, he flood away
for the ilL' of Cyprus, and returned to Limiffo. After

this expedition, he was preparing to go and give the

pope an account of the projed he had in view, and to

try it'he could obtain from that pontitf, and the wefl-

crn princes, the neccfTary fuccours for fuch an enter-

pri(e; but he was Hopped by an illnefs, which at lad

brought him to his grave.

All the knights were fenfibly afflided at the lofs of

the grand mafter, efpecially in a jundure fo important

to the order. The chapter being perfuaded that Fulk

de Vili-iret, his brother, was acqnaint-

FULK DE ed with all the particulars of his lecret

ViLLARET. defigns and was well qualified by his

valour, to put them in execution with

fucceft, thought proper to appoint him for his fuccef-

for. This grand mafter, as loon as he was invelled

with that dignity, went on board the gallies of his or-

der, and palfed into France, to confer with the pope

and the king about the cnterprife of Rhodes, the de-

fign of which the late grand mailer had communicat-

ed to him. It was now above a year fincc James de

iVIoley,
of an illuftrious family in the county of Bur-

sundv, and the grand mailer of the order of templars,^ ^'
had.
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Lad, in obedience to the pope's orders, repaired to the

town of Poitiers, where the court of Rome then was.

The grand mafter was attended with mod of his knights,

"who, tired out, like the hofpitallers, with the oppreflions
and exatftions which the king ofCyprusandhis rninilters

were continually laying upon them, had at la(t aban-

doned the ifle. They difperfed themfelves afterwards

into leveral countries of Chriftcndom, where they had

a great number of rich commandries> and no body was

left in the ifle of Cyprus but the great mai fhal of ihe

order, and ibme commanders. The grand m ^fttr is

f^iid to have brought prodigious treafarts from th' Le-

vant, which he laid up afievwaids in ihs houle of the

temple at Paris.

That lord, upon lils anival in France, kept the

principal knights of his order with him ; and, tlius at-

tended, he waited upon the pope. They were a-i well

received, the pontiiT giving not the leafl hint of the !e-

cret motive that had induced him to fend for them in-

to France. He [e^m^d even plca.'ed with the turn and

capacity of the grand mafter, difcourling with him

frequently upon the fubjecfl of a crufade, which he pre-
tended he would pubiilh without lofs of time. He car-

ried his dilllmulation fo far as to deliver him a meiTiOri-

al, requiring him, at his leifure, to draw up an exadi

anRver to it.

In this mjrrK>rial, the pope, flill flippofing the pro-

ject: of a eruudc, demanded of him, v.'hat afhftance the

Latins might expert from the king of the IcfTer Arme-
nia ; what were the ports, the roads, and the coafts of

Paleftine, where the forces of the crufade might lancF

xvith mod convenience; and whether the troops (Tiouli

be lent from Europe in the great or tlie little paffage,
i. e. in the months of IVlay or September, the ordinary
Ic-afor.s in which the caravans of pilgrims fet out for the

Holy Land. Theie embarkations being called great
or little pafTages, according to the number of veifcls

and troops that were fentto the Levant.

The pope, in a feparate memorial, added, that the

dijfention; which was too often breaking out afrelh

D 2 between
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between the tcmplers and hof]->itallers, having contri-

buted not a liitle to the lofs oFthc Holy Land, he had
been adviied, for the common good of both orders, and
the general edification of the faithful, to incorporate
the templars and hofpitallcrs for ever, inider one and
the fame rule, habit, and grand mafler. The fovereign

jjontiri- ordered him to give him his Icntiments freely
iind finccrely on this head. The pope, perhaps, by
fuch an union of the templars with the hofpitallers,
whole reputation was untouched, would not have been

forry to ihve the templars from the king of France's

inibnces for the extiniftion of that order.

History has conveyed down to us the anfwer
wh'ch the grand malter of the templars made to thele

two memorials of tiie pope. He lays, in the fiift place,
that in a battle, or decifive adion, there was no de-

pending on the Armenians, who were much more dii-

pofed to turn their backs, than ftand their ground in

an engagement ; and if they bounded the fuccour they
were tor fending into the Eafl, meerly to the defence

of the lefler Armenia, without attempting any further

conquefl, his holineis ought to made be lenflble, that

the Armenians, being fchiimaticks, and enemies to all

the Latin Chriftians, would never admit them into their

caftles and ilrong places, though they were come into

the Eaft only for their affiftance ; and that the troops
of the crufade, being thereby forced to keep the field,

would be frequently furprifed and malTacred by the

Turcomans and Bedovins that lived on the mountains

bordering on Armenia, from whence they were con-

tinually making incurlions into the flat country.
For thcfe realbns, and many more, which are re-

prelented at large in this memorial, the grand mafter

ihews the infignificancy of the little paiTage, and a weak

I'uccour, which would fervc, fays he, only to deftroy fuch

its compoled it, and render the Latin Chriftians contemp-
tible. He concludes, that, to flatter themfelves with

the hopes of good fuccefs it was neceflTary to omit no-

ihing that could be lerviceable for making the pafTagc
as numerous and powerful as polhble.

With
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With this view he preifes the pope to communi-

cate tlis memorial to the kings oi"" France, England,

Germany, Sicily, Arragon, Caftile", and all other Ib-

vereign princes of Chriftendom, whole hearts, lays he,

may God Almighty touch with his giace, and inij^ire

them to diive the infidels out of a land dyed with the

adorable blood of Jefus Chrilt.

He propoles in the next place to engage the Geno-

cfe, the Venetians, and other maritime powers, who
had ports in the Mediterranean, to furnifh the gallies.

and (hips neceffary for the great pafTage, and for tranf-

porting tlie troops of the crufade. He reprefents like-

ways, thai the Chiiftians not being mailers of a foot

of ground in the kingdom of Jerufalem, or in the prin-

cipality ofAntioch, if they pretended to drive out the

infidels, their army ought to confift at lead of 15,000
men of arms, and 5000 foot.

With regard to their landing, he adviies, that the

Chriftian army fliould, for refrefhment, put firft into

the iiie of Cyprus, from whence they might ealily pais

afterwards into Paleftine. But as to the coaft and

place of the kingdom, where it was proper to make
their defcent, he delires the pope to excufc him from

putting his opinion in writing, and allow him to ex-

plain himfelf on that head by word of mouth, either

to him or to the king of France, for f^^ar, that a de-

(ign of fuch importance, and a point on which the

whole fuccels of the crufade depended, might come
to be difcovered, and conlecjuentiy traveried by the in-

fidels.

He intimates, that it would be very proper to fend

ten gallies in the fpring towards the ifie of Cyprus, to

cruize at lea, and intercept the fliipsof Ibme Chriftian

merchants, who, preferring a fordid gain to the intc-

reils of religion, held criminal corre(pondences with

the Sarazens, and carried them, in contempt of the

prohibitions of the church, arms and timber ready-

worked and fitted, fo that, for making their gallies,

D 3 they
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Philip the Fair, Edwaid II. Henry de Luxemburgh, Doji

Fadric^ue d'An'sgon, Don }^xiiQi,
Ferdinand IVm
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they had Dothing to do but to joui ths ieveral pieces

together.
He adds, that neverthelefs the command of thcf^teu

Chiiftlan gallics ought not to be given either to the

templars or hofpitallers, for fear, that if tho(e knights
fhould catch any velfeh belonguig to the Venetian or

Gcnoeic merchants in this clandcHir.e commerce, and
icize them, they mighi draw upon the military orders

the hatred and rclentment of thoie two potent republics.
The fecond memorial contains an anfwcr to the

pope's dcfign of uniting the templars and holpitaliers
under one and the fame rule and head. The grand
jnafter reprelents to him, that, during the pontiticate
of Gregory IX. and in the reign of St. Louis, a propo-
ial had been made in the council of Lyons, for a pro-

je£l of the like nature, but much more comprehenfive,
ihe defign being to incorporate all the military orders

thai; v/ere in the churcli together : that the pope and
the king, who afliited both of them at that council,
v/ere pleafed toconililt brother William Beaujon, grand
mailer Of the hoibiiallers, and brother William deCour-

celics, one ofthe principal knights ofthe order ofSr.John,
^'ho m^t at the lame time at Lyons, and to hear their

fentiments on this fiihjeci
: that the grand mailer of

the templars urged, that the kings of Spain, who were

••ngased in continual wars ajjainll the Moors, and drew
their beft forces from the military orders lettled in their

dominions, would never conlent, that thofe Spaniih

knights, which depended on ihcir rcfpedive fbvereigns,
ihould be pur under the authority of a foreign head, or

be incorporated with other military orders, that were

infrituted for different ends, and rcgjlated by different

ilaiu'es ; and that, upon thcfe remonftianccs of the

^rand mafter, they gave over the defign.

He owned, that after the lols of St. John d'Acre,

this queflion was brought upon the ftagj^ ^igi^hi, and

that pope Nicholas IV. to skreen him.'elf from the

ih.ime of not having furnilhed the leaft lijccour to the

bcGeged, declaimed warmly in feveral conGftorics a-

^ainli ths tcn)plar-o and hofj-lralJcrs,
as if^ by their pre-

tended
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tended difTentions, they had occafioned thelofs of that

important place ; but that there was not one perfon in

Chriftendom, nor even among the infidels, but knew
that the grand mafter of the templars, the marfhal of

the hofpitailers, and above four hundred knights of

both orders, died in defence of that city, out of which

there came bat ten templars alive ; and that all the pro-

]e6ls and difcourfes of that pontiff about the neceility of

an union, were attended with no effcd. That pope
Boniface Vlll. who bore a particular affection for the

military orders, and was deiirous to unite them, only to

render them more powerful, had likcwile given over

the defign ; and that, after much reafoning upon the fub-

jecl,
it was refolved at laft to let each order continue as

it was, in its particular conftitution, and keep to its

own rules and form of government.
The grand mafter, after producing thefe inftances,

enters next into a thorough examination of the affair,

and reprefents to the pope, iirft, the danger to which
he would expofe the ialvation of thefe military friars,

by forcing them to quit their firft rule, and putting
them under the obligation of obferving another, to

which they had not received the grace of a paiticular

call.

Sfcondly, he remonftrates to him, that, fuppof-

ingfuchan union, the knights, tho' originally of dif-

ferent orders, being obliged to live together in the

fame communifry, would never fail to have difputes
with one another about the preference of their 11; fl

profeflions, and that thefe dilputes between men of

courage, and provided with arms, might degenerate
into combats, to the great fcandal of^ all Chriften-

dom.

Thirdly, That in every houfe of the templars,

they gave a general alms three times a week, and every

(lay the poor had all the meat that came off the tablet

in the refedory ; that in like manner, the hofpitailers,

whofe original foundation was on the foot of a conti-

nual exercife of charity, employed their alms chiefly

in affording various helps and affiltances to the fick and

pilgrims j
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pilgrims ; and that, if two hoads of dilFcrcnt ortleri

were to be reduced to one, there would be but a fingle

chanty for tlie poor, to their great detriment aad ])rc-

judice : and tlie cafe would be equally the iiimc with

regard to the offices of divine worfhip, and all liie

cxerciies of piety, which were performed, tho' in a dif-

ferent manner, in the commandiies of both orders.

Fourthly, fays he, each order has one head and

one grand mafter, and leveral officers of "eminence,
fuch as the priors, the bailiffs, the marflial, the grand
commander, the draper, the hofpitaller, and ihe tur-

copolier ; and if, in the union propolcd, they keep up
thefe offices, there will be in every priory two per-
Ibns with the fame title. If they fupprels one (fays he)

upon which of the orders fnall that j eform fall ? Is it

juft,
under pretence of fuch an union, to deprive old

knights of their pofts to which they have riicn by their

fervices, and by fliedding their blood for the defence of

Chriflendom?

I AM very fenfible, continues the grand mafter, that

the view in this union is to put an end to that jealoufy
and emulation, which too often reigns between warri-

our? that afplre all to the fame glory. But let it be

confidered, lays he, by way of reply, that the Latin

Chriftians have derived great advantages from this very
emulation; that nothing has more contributed to raile

the courage of one order, than the valour they have

been witne's of in another ; and thai* it has been al-

ways oblerved, that if the hofpitallers at any time lent

for troo^'S, Hiips, arms and provifions from their com-

mandries, for the relief of the Holy Land, the

templars, after iheir example, and to out-do them, if

poffible, made the more powerful armaments on their

fide. V

'Tis not, mofl: holy father, continues the grand
hiafter, but that I am convinced, that in a time like

this, when all the world, princes, prelates, ecclefi-

aftics and regulars, envy tlie great revenues of the two

orders, and contrive various pretences to get them into

their own hauds^ it would be a great advantage for us

to
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10 be united, that we may the better oppofe the enter-

'

prifes of fuch ufyrpers. But
'

tis for your holinefs to

weigh this advantage againftthe reafons I have laid be-

fore you, and if you pleafe, I will call a chapter, to be

held in your prefence, of the priors, bailiffs, and prin-

cipal commanders that are on this fide the Tea. You

may there, moft holy father, inform yovrielf of their

feniiments on this fubje<n:,
and lee how the whole or-

der (lands dilpofed to this union. After hearing them

your holinefs will, in your great wifdoin, and in virtue

of that fovereign jiowcr you have received from God,
decide uhimately in this point, as fhall appear to

you moft conducive lo the general good of all Chriften-

dom.

History does not acquaint us with the ufe the

pope made of thefe two memorials j nor was it till two

years after, that he renewed the projed of the cru-

lade.

With regard to the union of the two orders, the

pope, in all probability, was fenfible of the inconveni-

ences attending it, and the folidity of the grand ma-

iler's reafons ; and the pious and religious lentiments

that appear throughout his lafl memorial could not but

make an imprefFion on him. Nor is it improbable,
that the pope propofed this union of the templars with

the hofpitallers only as a fort of reform of the fiift,
and

to avoid bringing thole crimes upon the board, which

Philip the Fair had complained to him of in private,
and which his embalTadors follicited him warmly to ex-

amine into and punifh. Not to interrupt the thread of

the narration, with regard to the particulars concern-

ing the ifle of Rhodes, I fhall forbear to enter into the

detail of this extraordinary event, and of the proceed-

ings againfl: the templars, till I come to the year in

which that affair was ended.

The defign of the hofpitallers, as we have faid, was
to abandon the ifle of Cyprus, and endeavour to make
themfelves mailers of that of Rhodes. But a projed of
fuch importance required forces fuperior to thole of the

order. The grand mailer, in hopes of obtaining af-

fiftancg
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Cftance from the pope and king of France, went ii^to

that kingdom, and came to Poitieis, where they were

both n^et by agreement to treat about the atfair ot the

teiDplars. Fuik de Villaret dcfired a private
audience

of them. He beg;an wiih lavinn; before them the cruel
' 11**

fxaflions with which the king of Cyprus and his mi-

nifters were continually loading the holpitallers ;
the

midrudful and jealous humour of that prince, who,

for fear of drawing upon himfclf the rcientment and

arms of the iultan of Egypt, and other inHdel princes,

obllruded the armaments of the order, and hindered

the knights from going out of Ids ports. The grand

mafler, after (hewing how impuiFible ir was for his or-

der to continue any lou^f^T in the territories of a prince

governed by fjch timorous politics, acqaamted them

with the intended enterprife on the ifle of Rhodes. Ke
laid before ihem all th^e advantages of it, and reprefent-

ed to ihem, that it would ferve as a ftaple and place of

rendpEvous for all the crufadesand Ciiriftian fleets that

paffed into the eafl ; that the conqueft of this iHand

ought to be tonfidered as a fure earneft of that of the

Holy Land, upon account of the great lumber ofvef-

Icls that the knights would put to fea, which would

binder the Turkifh and Sarazcn corfairs, from carrying

any fuccours to the infidels in Judsa. But he added,

. that the forces of his order were not fuffieient for fo

great an enterpri/e, and they could not
engage

in it,

without being affured of the affi (lance of the common

father of the faithful, and that of the mod powerful

monarch of Europe.
The pope and the king, perfuaded, as they general-

ly were at that time all over Chriftendom, that there

was not a more meritorious a-ilion whereby to gain

l:ieaven, than to engage in, or contribute to thcfe holy-

wars, were lavifii in their prailescf the grand mailer,,

and the knights of St. John : and, to encourage them

to puriue fo noble a projec% they promiledtlicm mighty

fuccours. The pope, thinking the conqueftof Rhodes

U'ould be a great honour to his pontificate;
advanced

ninety
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Tiinety thoufand florins to tlie order out of his own

purie, for the levying of troops.
For the better covermg tlie fecret of this enterpriie,

they publiflied a general crufade for the recovery of the

Holy Land. The pope annexed plenary indulgences

toit, with all the privileges that his predecellojs had

granted in the likeexpedhions ; and even fuch as fliould

contribute to the expence of this armament were com-

prehended in the benefit of the (e apoftolical graces. A
great number of perfons of all conditions, efpecially in

Germany, abandoned their country, and lifted in this

Jioly miiiiia. The very women would have a fiiare

in the crufade ^ feveral parted even with their rings and

jewels, and an hiftorian pretends, that the knights of

St. John ibid them for a trifle, for want of knowing
their value. All this money was laid out in purchafmg

veflk^ls, arms, and proviCons ^.

Charles II. king of Sicily, and the common-
wealth of Genoa, tho' they did not know the fecret

defign of this expedition, furniflied galle3's to tranlport

fljch as engaged in the crufade. The rendezvous was

at Brundufium, in the further part of the kingdom of

Naples, whither they flocked in fuch numbers, that

the knights, not having tranfports enough, and fear-

ing to be incumbered with a multitude of people of all

conditions, contented thcmfelves with chuling out of this

vaft crowd fuch as were beft armed, and difliinguiflied

by their quality and condition. It is faid, that a great
number ofgentlemen of the beft families in Germany
v/ere there, who upon this occaiion, took the habit

and -cr-ofs of St. John ; and thefe iiluftrious knights
were preiented to the grand mafter, by brother Helt-

wig de Randerlack ^^ great prior of Germany, who,
at the head of iiich a brave and honourable company^

acquired a great deal of glory in this expedition.
After

^ Pro paiTagio congregatafuit pecunia & .armorum sc a'ianjm

rerum copia, ofFercntibus fidelibus viris ac mulicribus jocalia &
quae habebant cariffima, hofpitalariis ad hoc miflis, qui viiipretio

<3iftrahebant. Ex quintavita Cleir.entis V. BjI.
* Pantal. hift. Johan. Bafileje. i;8i.
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After this, the grand mafter took leave of the

pope, who heaped favours and blcffings in abundance

upon him, and the order in general, He particularly-

granted them, in cafe the enteipriie fucceeded, the

rii^ht of naming the archbilhop of Rhodes, in a vacancy

of the fee. The weather was fo foul, that they could

not /ef lailtill the beginning of the Ipring, when the

Chriltian fleet coafted Albania, palled by the Morea,

and the iflc ofCandia; and, leaving Rhodes on the left,

at a fufficient diftance to give no fulpicion to the Greeks

and infidels, ftood in for the ifle of Cyprus, and land-

ed in the port of LimifTo.

The grand mafter IVayed no longer there than was

neccffary to take on board the knights that were in the

ifland, with all the efFefls of the order, which being
done he put to fea again. The king of Cyprus, the

neighbouring princes,
and even the knights and troops

of the cruladethat were on board, were all perfuaded

that this armament was intended for the Holy Land.

But the grand mafter, after Ibme days fail put inio Ma-

ori, on thecoaft of Lycia, either to take in water and

refrefh himfelf, or elfe to wait for the return of fome

[pies that he had fent to take a view of the ifle and town

of Rhodes, and upon the advices they brought, to take

the laft meafures for the landing of the army ».

This was in all probability
the place from whence,

as the hiftorian Pachymerus relates, he difpatched em-

bafladors, in the name of the order, to the emperor

Adronicus, to acquaint him with his enterprife, and de-

mand theinvelVitureof Rhodesjwhich held indeed of the

empire, but had been feized by Ibme rebel Greeks, in

concert with the Sarazens, who, to fortify them (elves

in their uiUrpations,
had called in fome corfairs to their

afl^.ft:ance.

These embafladors reprefented to him, that the

order encra'^ed to drive out thole pirates which infeft-

cd all the ieas of ihe empire, and that, in confideration

of the inveftiture, and in token of vafllilage, they would

furnifli him every year three hundred knights, mod of

them ^

Lib* 7. c. 30, & 3it
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tlicm fit for commanding, which he might put at the

head of his troops on the fiontiersof Perfia.

But Andronicus, being naturally an enemy to the

Latins, asmoftof the Greek princes were, rc]e<51ed ihc

propoial with contempt. A caftle which he ftill enjoy-

ed in the ifland (as
the Greek hillorian relates) and fbm.c

fmall fhadow of a precarious fovereignty, which the

Guallas ftill complimented him with, made him fancy,

that it would be eafier for him to recover his whole

authority there, whilft in their hands, than if the hof-

pirallers, fupported by the princes of the weft, were

mafters of it. W hi 1ft this negotiation was carrying oil

at Conftantinople, the grand mafter, who expeded
what would be the iffae of it, had let fail, and after

publicly declaring his defign, had made a defcent upon,
the ifle of Rhodes, furpriled the Greek and infidel in-

habitants, and landed his troops, provifions and mili-

tary engines, with very little oppofition*.

Various are the names that have at different times

been given to the ifte of Rhodes. The Greeks called

it Ophiufa, or the ifle of ierpents, becaufe of the mul-

titude of Ierpents that infeded it. Some fay, that it

had the name of Rhodes from a rofe bud made ofbrafs,
which was taken up out of the foundation of Lindus,
one of its chief cities, and that the inhabitants ftamoed

the figure of it on their coin. But an able antiquary
has ftiewn, that thofe who efpoufe this fentiment, have

miftaken a role for the flower of a pomegranate,
which the Rhodians ordinarily made ufe of in dying
their cloth, and which they imprefled upon their coin

for the fame reafon that theTyriansftampcd theirs with

the ftiell of that valuable little fifii called the purple*
Vol.11. E The

Anno eodem 1306, hofpitallarii cum exercit'i Chriftianorum

oppuiinare cg'perunt infulam Rhodi cum circumadjacentibus in-

fulis circitcr quinque, quae ab infidelibus Turcis inhabitabantur

fub dominio imperatoris Conftantinopolitani : ceperunt autera

ftatim ab initio allquas infulas & caftella : fttteruntque in pugna &
confliftu obfidentes pariter et obf.fli annis quatuor contra Tur-
Gos & obtinuerunt finaliter Chrlftiani. Ex quarta vita demen-
tis V. autore Bernardo Guidonis epifcopo Lodovcnfi.
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The mofi: common and probable opinion derives the

original of the name of Iv.hodcs, from the quantity of
roles with which that ifland is ftocked almolt all the

year round.

I'nE illand of Rhodes is fituate in that part of the

Mediterranean which is called the Carpathian lea. It

has the ifie of Cyprus on the caft, that of Candia on
the weft, Egypt on the fbuih, and on the north lieCa-
jia and Lycia, which make part of Afia Minor, now
called Natolia, from which it is divided only by a

channel, not above twenty miles broad. It is about
fixlcore miles in circumference, the air is clear and

temperate, the climate mild, and the foil almoft every
where fertile : the country abounds particularly in

fruit-trees of all forts. There were anciently iron and

copper mines in it ; and the inhabitants who were fa-

mous for the perfc6tion to which they carried their im-

provement of all manner of arts, employed thefe me-
tals in making arms, warlike inftruments, and elpecial-

Jy ftatues, of which there were reckoned to be in the

old town of Rhodes, no lels than three thoufand of
different fizes, all wrought by excellent workmen,
and reprelcDting either deities, princes or illuftrious

men. The city was, if I may ui'ethe exprefiion, peopl-
ed with them ^ but of all thele images the mo(t re-

markable and furprizing was a colofTus, conlecrated to

the fun, the tutelar god of the ille. Pliny tells
\.\5^

that

it was leventy cubits high, and that it was the work of
Chares of Lindus, a diiciple of Lylippus. An earth-

quake overturned this prodigious llatue. There were
few perfons, adds the hiltorian, that could clafp its

thumb in their arms ; its
fii^.gers were bigger than fe-

veral ilatues, and large cavities being dil'covercd after

its fall, they found great flones within, which the ex-

cellent artifl: had fb adjufted, as to poize the weight
of the cololTus, and keep it firm upon its feet. I for-

bear to (peak of the paintings and pidures with which
their temples were filled, all mnfter-pieces of art, and
the works of the Parrhafius's, the Protogene's, the

2-euxls's, and the Apcllcs's. The ifle of Rhodes was
1K>
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lefs famous for its academies, and for the great men
that came out thence, accompliflied in all kinds of li-

terature. 'I'is (ufficiently known to have been the

llhool of the Romans, particularly for eloquence, and

whither they went to perfect themlelves in thetaient of

fpeaking, lo neeefTary in that commonwealth, tor ail

that were concerned in the government.
But what is vet morefurprizing, is, that the Rhodi-

ans, a people of inch application to arts and Iclences,

which leem only calculated for peace, were no leis fa-

mous for their arms, their conquefts, and theircolonies.

They excelled efpeciaily in the art of navigaiion;
their

ports were filled with Ihips; they had arienals and ma-

gazines capable of fitting out whole fleets ; and they
became fo powerful by lea, that there was not in all

Afia a monarch but courted their alliance : but they

never employed their forces more willingly than againll

pirates. 'Twas by their skill in lailing, and a wife dii-

cipline, fays Strabo, that they fo long kept pofTduon
of the empire of the fea.

But all thele talents which made this ifie fo famous

in the time of the Greeks and Romans, were entirely

negleded by the Greeks of the lower empire. The
revolutions that happened in their own government,
and in that of leceral other nations, to which they were

afterwards fubjefl, did no lefs contribute to the fall of

this maritime empire; and the ignorance and effeminacy
of the Rhodian Sarazens; who, except (bme corfairs,

rarely ever went to lea, gave the Uniiliing ftroke to

their power and former reputation.
Such was the condition of the illand, when the

grand mafter entered it at the head of his army. The

infidels, who were the main flrength of the place,

uniting with the Greeks, the old inhabitants of the iile,.

had frequent engagements with the hofpitallers,
and

the troops of the crufade, which the grand mader had

brought from Europe. Thcve was fome adion or other

almoil every day; and it is furpriling, that the ancient

hidorians have not left us the particulars ofthem ;
but that

the fuccels was various; is evident from the length olf the.-

E 2 war,.
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war, which lafted near four years. The Greek era-

peror, flatieruig himielf that if he could drive out the

Latins, he fhould remain mafterof the ifle, fent a great

body of troops againfl them. The grand mafter, on
the other hand, being fenfible, that the fuccefs of his

enterprise depended on the taking of the town of

Khodes, refolvcd, notwithftanding this fuccour, to be-

llcge it: he /at down before the town, andhis knights,

by his example, threw themi'elves into the greateft dan-

gers to forward the conqueft. But as mod of the cru-

iade were drawing off one after another, and the army
was at laO: reduced to the troops of the order alone, the

fiege was turned into a blockade. 1 he befiegcrs were
in a fhort time befieged themlelves by the Greeks and

Sarazens, who (lopped up the avenues by which they
uledto fetch in their proviiions, or march out for for-

age. The hofpitallers were at lafl: in want of troops,

provifions and money ; but the grand mafter found a

liipply for every thing in his own capacity and courage,
which the greateft difficulties fcrved only to whet and

improve. He borrowed confiderable Turns of the bank-
ers of Florence, and '.vith this fupply, and the money
herai(cdfrom the commandries beyond fea, he levied

new troops, paid off the old, and allowing them
ibme days for refrefhment, he went out of his in-

trenchments, with arelblution either to vanquifh or

die, marched diredly againft the enemy, and offered

them battle.

The adion was bloody, and they fought on both

fides with a warmth and fury to be expe(5tcd between

foreign troops that would ieize a country, and inhabi-

tants that are defending their houfes, lands, wives and

children ; the ftrongeft motives in nature to animate

and put fire into a people the leaft warlike. Hiftori-

ans give us no farther account, than that there was a

great deal of blood flied on both fides ; that the grand
mafter loft the braveft of his knights ; but that their

valour and refolution at laft carried the day, and the

Greeks and infidels, no longer able to ftand before

them, quitt-ed
the field of battle ; and feveral Sarazens,

who
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who defpalred of being able to make head againfl:
the

Latins, fled to the lea-fide, embarked, and, landing^
in the ifles of the Archipelago, and on the coaft of

Lycia, carried thither the firit news of their defeat.

The grand mafter brought his victorious troops

back into his lines, and continued the fiege with new

vigour. After he had gained the principal fortiScati-

ons, the knights, at the head of the troops, advanced

toftormthe place, and, mounting through a Hiowe r of

arrows and ilones, which the bclieged let fiy
at the al-

failants, planted the grand mailer's (landard

on the top of the breach, and carried the Aug. 15.

place *. They fpared the lives of the Chri- 1310.

ftian inhabitants, and gave them their liber-

ty, but the infidels were cut in pieces. This is ths

fum of what the hiftorians of that time fay in their fhort

account of this expedition. The conqucft of the capi-

tal was followed with the taking of the caftle of Lin-

dus, which is fituate in the eartern part of the illand.

Near this caftle there is a port and two bays, lying to

the north, one of which is called to this day the bay of

ferpents. The other fortreiTes (bared the fame fate,

and the v/hole iiland was, in lets than four years, reduced

under the dominion of the hofpitallers. As an eternal

monument of a conqueft fo ufeful to Chriftendom, and

fo glorious to the order of St. John, all nations, by
common confent, gave the hofpitallers the name of the

knights of Rhodes: and it is by this name that we fliall

for the future fpeak of a body of knights that continued

to make themlelves as ufefui to Chriftlan princeS; as

they weie formidable to the Mahometans.

The grand mailer's firll care was to repair the walls

and fortifications of the town of Rhodes, which he

had ruined during the fiege : in the next place, he

brought all the veflels of the order into the port ; which

E 3
were

* Anno Domini 1310, in feflo affumptionis beatae MariK, exer-

ritus C-h iftianorum, cum hofpitalariis, obtinuerunt civitatem

Rhodi, qux eft caput & metropolis totius legionis & inrul.arum vi-

ciiiaasm. Ex vitaCkxr.entis V. p. 72.
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were fitted out immedliitely, and laden with troops, am*
munition and provifions : the grand mailer went him-
Iclf on board tlie fleet, and fet rail. Of all the con-

quefts that the old Rhodians had made, or colonics that

they had (ettlcd in different countries, there was nothing
\Q?i at that time under their dominion, but eight or nine

iniall adjacent illes, or rather clufters of rocks and

llielves, which were then called the ifles of the Rhodi-
ans, Such were the iHes of Nilara, Lero, Cahmo,
Epifcopia, Chalce, Simia, Tilo, and Cos, or Lango.
To reduce thcfe ifles under his obedience, the grand
mafl:er had only the trouble of appearing before them.

l*5ifara, called by the ancients Nifyris, was fltuate in

the Archipelago, two leagues from the ifle of Cos, or

Lango, and at the fame diflance from the province of
Caria. This ifle had in it a town of the fame name,
which In ancient times was famous for a temple dedi-

cated to Neptune, for hot and wholfome baths, and a

good port. The grand mafl:er, in concert with the

iuprcme council of theoider, granted this ifle in flefto

John and Bonaville AlFaticrs, two brothers, who had

lignalized themfelves in the conquefl: of Rhodes ; and
this feoffment was made on condition, that they fliould

build immediately one galley of flxlcorc oar.^, well

provided with foldiers and ammunition, and be ob-

liged to go on board it themfelves, and repair to fuch

places as fliould be appointed by the orders of the grand
•mailer.

That prince paffcd from thence to the ifle of Lero,
which is about eighteen Italian miles in circumference.

There are quarries of marble all over it ; the whole ifle

is but a rock or mountain, on the highefl part of which
there was a caftle to defend the entrance of the port
from any attempts of the corfairs. Though the ifle of
Calimo is larger, and at leaf: forty miles in compafs,

yet it is neither more fertile nor rich than Lero ; 'tis

indeed nothing but rocks and mountains. The foil ap-

peared fo dry and barren to the grand mafl:er, that he

waslurprizcdto iceuear the port theruinsof a great city,

the
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the inhabitants whereof could not, in all
probability,

have any way of Cubfiftence but by commerce.
- The. ifles of Epifcopia, Calche, and Tilo, afforded

tlie knights as eafy conquefts, but not at all more pro-
fitable than the former. That of Syma, or Simia, (eeni-

ed more important, by realbn of the excellence of its

wineS; and the number of goats that are bred there.

The children in this ifland were brought up to fwim,
and dive in the fea, in order to fifti at the bottom of the

water for Iponges, which are in great plenty all about

the ifland ; and there was a law among them, in for-

mer times, prohibiting young men from marriage, till

they could dive tw^enty fathom deep in the water, and
continue there for fome time. This ifle was ftili fa-

mous among thofe of theArchipelago, for the skill of its

carpenters, who built pinks and Imall frigates, io light
and fwift for failing or roving, that there was no velfel

could come near them. It is faid, that the grand ma-
fter cauled a tower of vaft height to be built there, on
the top of a mountain, from whence they could difco-

ver fhips at a great diftance from the fliore, and that he
ordered the inhabitants, when they faw any appear, to

fend advice of it to Rhodes by their light barks, or give
notice by the ftated Ognals ofhghting up fires in the

night-time, and making a thick linoak by day.
Of all theie ifiands, ifwe may give them that name,

Cos, or Lango, famous for the birth of Hippocrates
and Apelles, was the moft conliderable. 'Tis near

forty Italian miles in length, and about leventy in cir-

cumference.

This ifland has that of Rhodes on the fouth-eaft.

'Tis about an hundred miles dillantfrom Ada Minor, or'

Anatolia, which lies diredtly eaft of it. It has the ifle

ofCalamus on the wed, and that of Scarpanto on the
fouth : the foil of it is fertile, and it produces fruits of
all ibrts in great plenty. It excels in wines, which pafs
for the molt delicious in thofe parts. The grand ma-
iler ob.'erved there a little town, called Lango, from
the name of the ifland, fituate by the fea-lide, at the

end of a great bay, and at the foot of an hill, which
tcrmi'
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tei-mliiates in a plain. The port was at that time large
and convenient ; but fome time lince, (tormy weather,
and the waves of tlie (ea, have driven in inch a quan-

tity of fand, that the mouth of the port is almollchoak-

cd up, and it admits none but little vellels, large fhips
and gallies being obliged to Itay in the road adjoining,
which is clean, firm, fandy, and proper for ancho-

The grand mafter, perceiving the importance of
the ifle, cauled a plan of a cadie, fortified with feve-

ral fv^uare towers, to be marked out
; which, by his vi-

gilance and care, was finifhed in a lliort time, and he
left a knight to command there. Such as fucceeded

him in that poft, encouraged commerce in the ifland,

adorned the town wiih fine houles, and thele with an

infinite number of marble pillars and ftatutes : and this

ifle became afterwards fo powerful, under the govern*
ment of the order, that it was looked upon as a lecond

Rhodes, and made a bailiwick, and an epifcopal lee

under the Metropolitan of Rhodes.

The grand mafter having eftablifhed his
aiithority,

and ordered all things to his mnd in theie illands, came
back to Rhodes in triumph. He was in hopes of en-

joying there, with comfort and tranquility, the firft

fruits of his viiftory; when he found himfclf attacked

by a formidable enemy, raifed up againll him by the

coriairs and the other Mahometans, who had joined
with the Greek inhabitants in defending the iiJe of

Rhodes againft tlie knights. Thefe infidch, after their

defeat, and to avoid the firfl: fury of the vidlorious fbl-

diers, had got on board Ibme barks, and, under the

fhelter of the night, had landed iafe on the coaft of

Lycia, from whence they dilperlcd themlelves into dif-

ferent places, and part ofthem took refuge in the ter-

ritories of Ottoman, carrying thitlier their complaints,

and the hiflory of their calamities.

OsMAN, or Ottoman*, from whom theTurkifli em-

perors of that denomination are delcended, reigned at

that time over part of Bithynia, a provcnce of Afia Mi-

nor,

Obfcrvations fur Torigine des Turcs, 1. 3.
c. 8.
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nor, or Natolia. That prince, either out of zealfor his

religion, or out of ambition, andadefire of aggrandiz-

ing himielf, or it may be to prevent fuch bold and en-

terpiizing neighbours from lettling fo near his domini-

ons, took thele refugees into his protection, and re(blv-

ed to drive the knights out of the ifle of Ilhodes before

they had lime to eltablifli their dominions there : this

we aie now going to relate ; but perhaps the reader

will not be difpleafed to have a more particular account

of the original, the fortune, the deligns and conquefts
of a prince and houie, which, from very weak begin-

ings, has extended itlelf, with a wonderful rapidity,
into three parts of our coniinent, and laid the founda-

tion of this new empire almoft at the very time that the

knights of St. John feized the ifle of Rhodes, as if pro-
vidence had directed them thither, to ferve as a barrier

againft Ottoman and his fuccefTors, and (lop the pro-

grefs of the Turkifh arms by their valour.

There are different accounts of the origin of this

hou(e ; fome derive it from a Tartar, or Nomadian

fhepherd, who, quitting the care of his flock, applied
himfeif to arms, let up for a dueller, and, upon van-

quifhing, in fingle combat, a Greek trooper, belong-

ing to the army of the emperorJohnComnenus, receiv-

ed, by way of recompence, from Aiadin, fultan of I-

conium, the town of Ottomanzic, from whence his

pofterity have taken their name.

Though the Turks in general are not ufuallyfond
of counterfeit genealogies, leaving that iilufion to the

vanity of Chriftians ; yet the princes of this houie, af-

ter they were arrived to that grandeur and height of

power, which made them formidable to all their neigh-
bours, did not care to own lb mean an original ; and,
in defe<5l of truth, were forced to have recourfe, like a

great many others, to fable and romance. They pre-
tended that the Tartar we are fpeaking of, was a prince
ofthe illuftrious hoale ofthe Comneni, and nephew to the

emperorJohnComnenus, whomeeting withill treatment,

retired, in hopes ofrevenging himfelf, to the court ofAla-

din, turnediVIahometan and married the fultan's daughter,
who
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who having for her portion the town of Ottomanzic,
with ieveral villages depending upon it, their potieiity
took their fm-name from thenec down to ibhan Otto-

man, who diliinguifhing himlclf above all his race by
his valour, laid the foundation of the new monarchy
ol- the Turks, and left the name of Ottoman to the fa-

mous defcendants of that Coranenus, who was nephew
to the emperor.
Thus the romance ; but inftead of fuch a piece of

flattery and impodure, take the true hiftory of the fidl

as follows*. It appears from all the writers of that

lime, that the original of this houle cannot be carried

higher than one Soliman, who lived A.D. 1214, and
in liie yem- 611 of the Hegira. He was chief of one
of thofe tribes of Nomadcs, who, having no particular

country of their own, wandered from place to place,

iiopping fuccelfively wherever they were fuffered to do

fo, and where they found good pafture for tlieir flocks.

It is fild; that this Tartar, or Turk, being driven out

of Perfia with his tribe, was drowned in attempting to

fvvim crofs the Euphrates on horieback.

After his death, Onhogul, or Orthogrul, one of

his clfildren, became the head and leader of the tribe,

and applied himfelf, for a place of retreat, to Alaedin

HI. of the Selgeucidian race of Turcomans, and fultan

of Iconium: that prince took him into his iervice, and.

fifTigned his tribe fome lands in Armenia Minor to in-

habit. Ottoman, fon to Orthogul, by his courage and

valour carried his hopes and fortune to a higher pitch.
His tribe and troops increafed confiderably by a great
number of adventurers that joined him, and drawn by
the fame of his valour and liberality, were defirous to

fight under his banner. He made them brave (bldiers,.

and excellent warriors, and the fuccefs of his arms kept

pace with his courage. Alaedin, charmed with his re-

putation, lent him avert, a fabre, a ftandard, and a pair
of kettle drums. It is reported, that as often as Otto-

man heard the found of that warlike mufick, to (hew

his re/pedt to the fultan, he never failed, if he was fa-

ting^
*

Hiftoire de M.ihomet II. par la Guilkticrrc.
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ting, to rife up, thereby fignifying, as it were, that he

was always ready to march at his command. But not-

withftanding thefe exterior marks of zeal and fubmifH-

on, the lultan, who was old and without ilTue, gre\r

jealous of him, and dreading his courage and ambition,

put him upon making war againft the Greeks, for fear

he fhould turn his arms againd himfclf.

Ottoman took whole provinces and confiderablc

towns from the Greek emperors, which

rendered him fo powerful, that he af- A. D. 1299.
fumed the title of fultan, with the con- Hegir. 699,
fent of Alaedin himlelf. Others fay,

that he was not invefled wtth that Ibvereign title, till

after the death of his raafter.

That prince, the lafl: of the Selgeucides, being

dead, his generals, like Alexander the Great's captains,

divided his dominions among them. Part ofBythinia
and Cappadocia fell to Ottoman. That prince knew
how to maintain this rifing empire, by new conquers,
which he gained in Lycia and Caria, as well as by the

wifdom of his government, and the fingular goodneis
of his nature ; a virtue rarely to be found in a warlike

prince and a conqueror. The fame of his affability

has been conveyed down by tradition among the Turks,
and is preferved to this day. When their emperors
mount the throne, amidft the public acclamations,
and among the virtues worthy of a fovereign, they ne-

ver fail to wj(h them the goodneis of Ottoman ; which

fhews, that they are heroes, and virtuous princes, that

found and raife empires, and tyrants and effeminate

ones that loie<them.

The prince we are fpeaking of, being fblicited by
the Mahometans, whom the knights had chafed out of

Rhodes, put his troops on board a fleet, landed in the

ifle, advanced towards the capital, and inverted it.

The grand mafler had fcarce time enough to repair the

walls, but the baflions and fortifications were ftill in

a ruinous condition. Experience fnewed, on this oc-

cafion, that no place can be more fecurely fortified,

than by the courage and valour of thofethat defend it.

The
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The knights flood feveral ftorm's : the Turks loil abun-

dance of men in thclc alFaulls ; and Ottoman, that

was ib fuccefsful in all his enterprises, mi (carried ia

this, and was obliged to raile ihe liege and embark.

Several hiftorians pretend, thai the knights of

Rhodes owed their deliverance, an J the jM-e-

12 10. fervation of their late con^aert, lo Amec V.

called the Great, count of Savoy, They fay,

that this prince, coming with a mighty fleet to their

fuccour. landed his troops, advanced againft the ene-

my, defeated them in battle, an^ forced Ottoman to

raile the fiege, and re-imbark. fhele writers add, that

Amee, to prelerve the memory of this great event, and

fo glorious a vidory, took thereupon, for his device,

thele four capitals,
divided by flops from one another,

F. E. R. T. which were afterwards explained by thefe

Latin words, Fortitudo ejus Rhodum tenuit, meaning,
that the valour of that prince prel'erved the town of

Rhodes ; nay, they would needs have it, that Amee,
after this battle, flruck the eagle of Savoy out of his

arms, and took in its flead the crols of St. John.
Though an event fo extraordinary in itfelf, and fo

honourable for the houfe of Savoy, has been related by
an infinite number of writers, and is mentioned too in

the hiflorians of the order, yet the flri(fl regard we owe

to truth, obliges us to declare, that we look upon this

relation as falle, falfe both in fubflance and in all its

circumftances.

It is not true, that Amce came into the ifle of

Rhodes, and made war there, either in i ;io, or in the

years which immediately preceded or followed thecon-

quefl of it bj the knights of St. ohn

That prince*,
in 1309, was in England, and pre-

lent at the ceremony of the coronation of Edward IL

and the year following, A. D. 1
^^

i o, in September,

he was at CUiamberry, where he ente'-tained Henry II.

count of Luxembuigh, emperor eled, and attended

him afterwards in his Italian voyage to Rome, whither

that prince went to receive the imperial crown j
and it

is

• Cuichsron. t, j. p. 359.
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IS pla'm from cotemporary hifi:orlan3^ that he did not

{iir from the emperor either in that or the following

year.
With regard to the myftcnous device, upon which

they found this pretended expediiion iiUo the iile of

Rhodes, Louis of Savoy, baron dc Vaux, who died in

1 301, ftamped it upon his coin above ten years before

Ottoman attacked the knights ; and we ilill fee upon
the tomb of Thomas of Savoy, father of Amee V.

whom we are now fpeaking of, the reprefcntation of

a dog lying at his feet, wiih a collar, about which wc
read the word Fert, without any points to disjoin the

letters.

Nor is there any more force in the proof they would
draw from the crofs of the order of St. John, which

they fuppofe was fi.ft born by Amee, in.the arms of his

family. For belldes, that the princes of Piedmont bore

the fame crofs long before^ we find it as high as A. D.

1304, in a feal of Thomas of Savoy, fixed to a
treaty

which he ma<le that very year with Stephen de Coligni^
lord of Andelot ; which faews clearly, that all that

they have invented to explain theie four myllerious let-

ters, is a mere fable, and that the knights of Rhrjdes

owed the fiift defence of that place to nothing but their

own valour and their arms.

The grand mafter, as fbon as he faw the Turks re-

imbarked, to put the town of Rhodes for the future in

a good (late of defence, flrengthened the walls wiih a

good rampart, and added new fortifications to it. Af-

ter this he applied himielf with great diligence to re-

ftore commerce to its former fiaurifliing ftate, which,
before the war, and indeed in ail ages, had made it one
of the moft con(i<'erable £owns of Aiia. His port was
free and open to all nations: a great number ofChrifti-

an?, elpecir.lly of the Latins, who, after the lofs of the

Holy Land, had dlfperfed them (elves in diiferent parts
of Greece, flocked thither to fettle themiclves, and live

under the ftandard of S;. John, from wiiich thev had
ib often found prote<ftion. Out of this medley ofknights
and inhabitants, as well Greeks as Latins^ a r.ew war-
VoL. JL F like

s
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like and trading (late was formed, that fbon becameV c^
ac

potent by its riches as it was formiuable by the courage
and valour of its new fbvcreigns.
The fame oF this camjuelt:, and the news of the raif^

inrr of the fiege, piiflcd loon into the well. 'Twas
the rub']c(51 oFuniverlal joy in all the (tates ofChriften-

dom. It was followed with a comparilbn between the

two military orders, not at all to the advantage of the

templars. They (aid, that the hofpitallers had never

(hewn any difpolltion to give oyer the hopes of driving
the infidels fome time or other out of the Holy Land ;

that they had ftaid in the ea(t for this end ; and that

their late con'queil of an ifland fo confiderable as that

of Rhodes, iecured a commodious port for all the cru-

lades : whereas the templars, by their precipitate re-

treat into Europe to their commandries, and by the ef-

feminate and luxurious lives they led there, leemed to

have renounced their profeflion, and left the holy

places for ever as a prey to the Turks and Sarazens.

Thefe diicourles, which were not deftitute of truth,

with others Hill more odious that were privately Ipread

abroad, determined the king of France to proiecute his

defign of fupprefTing that order.

We do not certainly know in what vearthat prince
took up this terrible reiblution againft he templars. It

only appears from hillory, that a ciiiZen of Beziers,

named Squin de Fiorian, and a tempiar that had apo-
ftatized from his order, having been apprehended for

enormous crimes, and committed to the fame dungeon,
thele two villains defpairing of life, confelled one ano-

ther, for want of the facrament of penance, which at

that time was not adminiftied to criminals going to ex-

ecution. The lame practice was in ule among liich as

travelled by lea, if in a dorm they found themfelves in

danger of being loft, and there was no pricft in the

fhip.

Sqjuin having heard the templar's confefHon, called

one of the king's officers, and told him that he was

ready to reveal a Iccret to that prince, of fuch impor-

tance, that he would receive more advantage from the

know-
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knowledge of it, than from the conqueft of an entire

kingdom ; but that he would never diicover it to any
bodv but the king himlcif. Other hidoiians ak,ribc

this fa6t to a templar prior of I\lontfaucon, and to ano-

ther knight of the fame order, called Noffodci, who,
for theli- impieties and infamous livcs, had been bo:h

condemned by the grand mailer and council of the or-

der, to be immured for life.

Whatever were the names ofihefe villains, Philip
the Fair, at the indance of him that dehrtd to fpeak
with him, and perhaps out of impaiience to know the

(ecret which was to procure Lim fuch im.nenfe riches,

fcnt for him to Paris. He relbived to hear himlelf what
he had to fay, and after prom iGng him a full pardon,
and even a reward, if he told the truth, the criminal,
who had drawn up a plan of his accuiation, charged the

whole body of the templars with robbery, murder,

idolatry, and fodomiy. He added, that when a templar
was received into the order, they obliged him to re-

nounce Jefus Chrift, to fpit upon the crois in token of
his abhorrence of it; and that thciC knights being (ecret

IVIahometans, had^ by a vile piece o.^ treachery. Ibid the

Holy Land to the fultans and princes of that fed. More
oF this nature may be (een in the collection of Peter

Dupuy, where there is a particular detail of all the a-

bominations and obfcenities which this informer charg-
ed upon the order, and which decency does not al-

low \i^ to mention here.

The king gave the pope an account of thele accu-

fations in the interview he had with him at Lxons, and

prelTed him ftill more cloiely upon the fameiubjecl the

year following at Poitiers, where they met by conceit

to treat of this grand affair. But it does not appear that

the pope had as yet taken any method but that of private
information, /is the embafladors, which the kinp^ left

^t the pope's court, folicited him continually to con-

demn fhis order, we have a letter of Clement's to the

king, dated July 9. in which he declares exprcfsly,
that if the corruption charged upon the templars was
us

generr.1
as he pretended, and the whole order was

F 3 to
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to be abolifhed, he would have all their efFeds and re-

venues employed for the recovery of the Holy Land,
and would not Iblfer the leafl part thereof to be con-

verted to other ufcs ; which would make one believe,

that the pope fufpefled the prolecutioii carried on againft
the tcir.plars, was levelled as much at their great
riches and cflates, as againil the irregularity of their

jDanners.

It appears likeways that the pope, either on account

of this affair, or that of Boniface, whole memory the

king inGftcd he fhouid condemn, and cenfure him as

an impious perlbnand an h;.^retic, finding hiin'clf belet

with the mlnifters of that prince, had been defirous of a

time to be out of his territories ; and thit he even dif-

guifcd himfclf to efcape from Poiiiers, and in A. D,

}3c6, fct out with 'ion^z cardinals for Bourdeaux, with-

out any other attendants but Ibme m dcs to carry his

inority. Bat being difcovered on the road by the

king's em-ffaries, hs thought it beft to return back a-

jjain to Poitiers =*.

Philip, who was warm and impatient, and could

not bear with the pope's flow and dilatory way ofpro-

ceeding, gave private orders to apprehend, on one and

the fame day, the grand nv.ider and all the templars
tiiat were in Paris, and the feveral provinces of hi^

kingdom. This order was executed on Friday Oit.

1 5th ; and, at the fame time, all their effects were fell-

ed and fequeitered into the king's hands''.

A
* Tunc papa & cardinnles vensrunt Plflavim, ubi longlorem

Tnoram, ut dicitur, qaa'.T\ voluiflent fcccrunt, Rege Fiancorum
& ejus complici bus & minilHis illic ecs quafi dctinentibus violen-

ter. N.ini papa, utdicitar,. Tub alterius fi(ftionc peilonae aliquan-
do tentavit cum p.\ucis rurnmariis tamen oneratis argento & au-

>o praecedentibus, vcrfus Burdega'am pioficifci: Sed a quibufJam

qui pio rege crant agnirus, cum rebus quas illuc volebat transferre,

compuilus eft Pitlavim remearc. Prima vita Clementis V. ex Ba-

lufio p. 5-.

^ Eodem anno in Odtohri cipti fuerunt omnes templaiii una

flie in toto regno FraiKias, accufati de h:«rcli peflima, unde confif-

cala 1307 funt omnia bona eorum, quae nunc tenet ordo hofpita-

lariorum & ipfi in taicere duo detinentur. Secunda vita Cicmsn-*

^is V. au<£lore Ptolcmasd Luccnli ordinis pisedicatotvim.
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A STEP fo extraordinarv, caufed a p-encral {urr.ri/e

all over Chnuendoin. Some afcribcd it to the fecret

relentment which the king, who was revengcfa] in his

nature, retained, as they laid, agaiiifc the templars, for

having declared theailelvcs in favour of Boniface Vlll.

during the differences between him and that pontine \x.

was iaid likeways, that they had furnilhcd the pope
with confiderable funis ;, and to incenfe the king the

more, they added, that a templar, treafurerto Philip,
had been io faithlels to his maiter, as to take the king's
own money to afliil: his enemy with it out of the trca-

fliry,
as may be ktw in the fixth article of the accula-

tions brought againft them, and recited in the great
chronicle of St. Denis, in the reign of Philip the Fair.

Qu*eux reconnurent du threfor du roi a aucuns avoir

donne, qui au roi avoient fait contrariete, laqaelle cholc

etoit moult domagsable au royaume. Meaning here-

by, as Belleforeft fays^, Boniface VlII, a mortal ene-

my to the king, and continually at variance with him.

Other hiilorians, without going {b far back as the

king's difference with Boniface, pretend, that this

prince, having debafed his coin without lowering its

value, to carry on the war againft the Flemings, the

templars, who found their intcreft: touched by it, had

been underhand the authors of a fedition railed on that

<}cca(ion at Paris, or at leafl: had fomented it by /peak-

ing it too freely againfl: the perfbn of the king. The

people, who are always people, i. e. always difcon-

tented with the government, whatever it be, maintain-

ed, that there was no need to learch for any other mo-
tive for the apprehending of the templars, than the a-

varice of that prince and his minifters, and their grce-
Ciinefs to have the plunder of the immenfe riches of the

order. Upon this occafion they cited the late example
of the Jews, who v/ere tolerated in the kingdom ; but

Philip had, the year before, caufed them all to be ar-

reted in one day, as he had juft ferved the templars ;

and after ftripping them of all their effetfls, had obli-

ged them to depart the kingdom with their UmUies.haif

F3 aarved
*

Ct'fmo^. L
3. Traite des templiers, p. iioj.
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flarved and naked, with only a poor pittance for tlicm
to fublift on in the road.

Some warm perfons, called likeways to mind what
had puiied in

Italy at Anagni, the country and refidence
of Boniface VIII. whofe treailire was plundered by
fome French and Italian adventurers, that the king
maintained

privately beyond the mountains, under the
command of Nogarct and Colonna. They laid the king
had put into his own pocket the greatell part of this

treafure, which was the richcd in Chriftendom, cither

in gold and filver, or in diamonds and precious ftones.

There is flill in being an anonymous memorial
of thole times, which might induce one to fufped, that

among the motives fuggefted to that prince, to engage
him to pufh on the condemnation of the templars, there
were fome not altogether difinterefted. As the defigii
of abolifliing the order was no longer made a fecret in

France, after the templars were taken np, one of that

ict of men who raile their own fortune on the ruin of
that of others, propofed to king Philip the Fair, to in-

ilitute and found a new order, by the name of the

royal order, and to obtain a grant from the pope,
to annex the great revenues of the tempi irs to it;

that the knights of Rhodes, and the knights of all

the other military orders in Chriftendom, ihould be

incorporated into this new order ; that they fhould

be all oM-ged to take the habit of it, and acknowledge
the authority of one grand maftcr general, who fhould

be named for that purpoie by the fovereign pontiff. To
engage the king in this projeift, the autnor of the me-
morial propo^td, that his majefty fhould enter into a

treaty with all the oilier fovereigns that aflTumed the

title of kings of jcrulalem, and get that tiile conferred

on the king ofCyprus, who had neither wife nor chil-

dren ; and that this prince, being made grand mafler

of the order, fliould take the habit, be profclTed, and

declare Philip, lecond foa to the king of France, his

luccefTor in the grand malter(hip, and the two crowns;
which young prince, by this union of two crowns,

'.oined to the immenfe revenues of iill the military or-

dcrs; would become one of the moil potent princes of
the
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the eaft. The bait was like enough to go down with

a king that had three male children*.

But be the ca(e how it will, with regard to the va-

rious motives that determined Philip the Fair to prefs

the condemnation of the templars?, we leave it freely
to the reader to decide, whether he acted in this grand

afrair, out of a pure zeal for the preiervation of religi-

on, as is affirmed in the bulls of pope Clement V. or

whether that prince did not proceed with lo much heat

againfu the templars, merely out of the principle of a

gainful vengeance blended with avarice, as was givea
out by foreign writers, prejudiced perhaps, and ene-

mies to France. I know not whether we are to afcribc

the letters ofEdward II. king of England, to this na-

tional jealouly ; but as foon as that prince heard of the

imprilbnment of the templars in France, he wrote im-

mediately to the pope, and mod of the European prin-

ces, defiring them to give no credit to the calumnies

fpread abroad againft thofe knights, who are, lays he,
reverenced over all England for the purity of theirfaith,
the regularity of their lives, and their zeal for the de-

fence of reliffon.

But notwithilanding this apology, it mafl: be own-

ed, that after the fii(t age of the inltitutionof the temp-
lars, a wordly fpirit, luxury, and the delicacies and
excelTes of the lable, had begun to infect feveral

knights of that order. The old proverb of drinking
like a templar, which after fuch a diftance of time, is

ftill kept up, fiiews what a charader they had upon this

article. *Tis true, indeed, that the primitive valour

and zeal of the old templars againfti the infidels, ftill

diftinguiilied themfelves in the body of the order ; but

in moll of its particular members, there was no longer
to be found that fpirit of religion, animated by a

lively

faith, which St. Bernard fo highly extolled, nor yet
that diUntereiledners and Chriiiian moderation which
their predecelFois preferved, even in the midii of the

jnofl glorious victories. That happy age once gone, a

haughty

* Lfluis Hutin, Philip the Long, Charles the Pair,
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haughty deportment, which high birth is too apt to iii-

fpirc, a ficrccncfs which their valour gave thcin, and a

certain domineering ipirit,
which great liches never fa'l

to produce, made them afterwards pals tor the proud-
eft of men.

The templars were accufed of ambition, a fatal

pafilon,
which drew upon them afterwards the fcveri-

tv, and, if I may venture to fay fo, the unmercifuinefs

of mofl: of the bifhops their judges, with whom borh

they and the hofpitallcrs had foimerly great differ-

ences, on account of their independence, and the pri-

vileges of their order.

These prelates, at the king's inftance, and alTifted

by William de Paris, a dominican, the inquifitor gene-
ral and confelTor to that prince, called the priibners be-

fore them to undergo their firfl examination ; and the

famous William de Nogaret, fo noted for the boldaefs

of his enterprifes againft Boniface Vlll. had likewiie the

management of this terrible affair.

The pope was not a little furpriied to hear of the

imprifonment of the grand mafter, and all the templars
in France, and he looked upon the proceedings of the

bilhops and inquifitor,
as an incroachment- upon his

own authority. In the fiift heat of his refentment, he

fufpended the powers ofWilliam de Paris, and inhibit-

ed the bifhops of France from taking any cognifance
of this affair, which he referved to himlelf. He wrote

at the fame time to the king, to complain of his impri-

foninfT the members of a religious order, who held, as

he laid, of no fuperior but the holy lee ; and told

him, in a letter written with much fpirit, that he had

fent the cardinals Berenger de FreJole, and Stephen
de Suiy, and expeded that he fhould immediately

put both the perlbns and elTefts of the templars into

their hands, or thoie of the bifhop of Prcnefte his nun-

cio.

Philip anfwered him*^, that he had not caufed

them to be apprehended but upon the previous rcqucit
*^ of

f Hiil. de la condemn, des templier? pr.r Dupuv; p. ii.
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'ofllic inquifitor, an officer of the court of Rome, and

uppcinteti by the pope himlelf in his kingdom ; that

the iufpcnfion oi'rhe powers of that domlnican, and ot

thole of the blfliops, who by a right efiential to their

order, were judges in matters of do6trine, was very

};rcjudicial to reiig'on ; that the templars would not

lail to make their advantage of it, and might upon th:s

occafion flatter tliemfelvcs with hopes oftinding piotec-

?ion at his court. He complained in the next place of

t lie pope's too great dJlatorinefs, in (econdlng him in ib

j:
fi: a proiecution, and reprelented to him in terms

wl.ich carried an air of reproach, that God abhorred

nothing fo much as thi; lukewarm ;
that to be flow in

punidiing ihe crimes of tlie accuied, was givmg-a kind

of confent to them ; that hiftrad of interdidting the

bifliops as he had done, die diicharge of the elTential

functions of their dignity, he ought on the contrary to

excite their zeal for the extirpation of fo corrupt an or-

der; and that after all thele prelates were called, as

well as himfelf, to fiiare in the care of the church of

God. That prince, jealous of the rights of epifcopacy

goes on in thele words: *'
It would be a cruel injuftice,

*' moil holy father, to thefe prelates, which God for-

"
bid, to inhibit them the exercife of a rain!{lry,which

**
they have received immediately from him, and de-

''
privethem of the right they have to defend thefaith.

*^ Neither have they merited fo unjuft treatment, nor
*' can they liiffer it, or we ourlelvcs wink at it, with-
*< out violating the oath we took at our coronation.
*' 'Tw'ouid be a moft crying fin indeed to throw Hich
"

acontempt on thole whom God has fent. For our
*^ Lord faith, he that defpifeth you,delpifeth me, AVho
*'

then, holy father, continues this prince, is the fa-

*'
crilegious wretch, that dares adviie you to defpiie

'' thefe prelates, or rather Jefus Chrift, who has lent

*' them r' The king concludes this fmart letter with

fome maxims and exprelTions that are flill feverer. He
•affirms, that the pope is fubjed to the laws of his pre-

decelTors % fo far, adds he, that fome have maintained,
thai.

*
Dupgy. ibid*
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that the pope may be involved, ipfb fado, in a canon

or ftntencc paffcd on a matter of faith.

This letter, taken from the royal records of France,

by Peter Dupuy, Ihews us how impatient the king was

at the leatt delay in this affair. The conduv5t he had

obferved, in regard to pope Bonifice, making his fiic-

ceffor apprehenfiv^e of drawing upon his back a prince,
refolute and incapable of ever deiitling from what he had

once taken in hand, Clement found himlclf obliged to

yield to a temper, and relax fomewhat of the formalities

of law. The affair was accommodated by the endea-

vours of the two cardinals, and a good harmony re-

(lorcd between the fpiritual and temporal powers. It

^vas agreed, that the king fhould put the pcrlbns and

eife6i:sof the templars into the hands of the pope's nuncio,

which was executed immediately, tho' they were ftill

guarded by the king's fubjefls.

But for form fake, and to pleafe the pope, it was

faid, that they were guarded in his name, and in the

name of the church. Much the fame method was ob-

(erved with regard to their effects, and the peribns in

whofc hands they were dcpofited. Every thing indeed

was adminiflred in tbe pope's name, b.it among ths

adminiftrators were William Pifdoue and Rene Bour-

don, valets dc chambre to the king *j which (hews

plainly, that in this whole affair, there was no:hing
but the (lile and form of the fequeO: ation changccl*^
The king, in return for (b flight a latisfa6tion, reouir-

ed the pope to take off his contlflbr's fufjpeniion, and

to allow that dominican ftill to allift in the prolecuti-
on and trial of the templars.

*'

Though this be in
'* contradidion to my own authority,'* lays Clement,
m one of liis bulh'',

^'

yet I give the king my word,
** fince he will have it /b, that the inquiiitor fhall be
*^ fufferedto proceed with the ordinaries; but this upon
"

condition," adds the pope,
*' that no bifhopfhall ex-

^* amine any templars but fuchas are private members
'* of the order, and belong to his own diocefe ; and

<' that

"
Uuj/uy, p. 15%

*
Djpuy, p. i.
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*^ that tbofe knights fliall not be judged but by me-
**

tropolitans, and in a council of each province :

*' and that none of rhofe prelates fliall take cogni lance
'' of the general ftate of the whole ordei-, or of what
*' relates to the pcrfon of the grand mafter, and prin-
"

cipal officers of the order, the examination and judg-
*' rneut whereof I relerve, fays he, to mylelf, -and to
** the holy lee."

The pope and the king being agreed, began in

concert to carry on the prolecjtion of the templars.
The pri/bns were crov/ded with thefe knights, who,
excepting fuch as pleaded guilty, were all put to the

moft violent torture. Nothing was to be heard but

the cries and groans of luch as had thtir flefli torn off

with burning pincers, or were broken and difmember-
ed on the rack. \ great number, to avoid fuch in-

humane tortures, confclTed at once all that was re-

quired of them; but there was alio abundance of thole

templars, who, in ihe midfl: of the moll horrible tor-

ments, maintained with an invincible firmnels and ob-

ftinacy, that they were innocent. The different, and
indeed contradictory manner, in which ieveral authors

have related thefe fa6ts, has left pofterity the moft im-

penetrable piece of hiftory that ever futfered by the ma-
lice or negligence of hiftorians.

The pope being minded to take cognifance of this

affair, examined feventy two templars himielf, who
confelTed themlelves guilty ; and a knight of the order,
who was alio an officer of that pontiff's, owned to

him, as he lays, ingenuoufly all the inquity he had dis-

covered among his brethren. The pope, after this, or-

dered the grand maftcr, the great priors, and the prin-

cipal commanders of France, Gafcogny, Normandy,
Aquitain and Poitou, to be brought before him. "We

have ordered them, lays he, in one ofhis bulls, to
be removed to Poitiers, but fome of them being fick
at Chinon in Touraine, lb that they are not able to

*' travel on horfeback, or to bear any other method of
**

conveyance whatfoever, we have appointed the car-

*\ xlinals Berenge, Stephen and Landuife to take their
** exa-
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*' examination." *Tis very probable, that thofe knlghtf
wlio coLild not be brought to Poitiers on horfcback, or

in any other manner, were iuth as had been broken on

the rack.

Tfie grand mafter, as it is faid, owned at Poitiers

moft of the crimes charged upon his order. Thereare

forae hiflorians that fay, he had made the like confef-

fion before at Paris, and in confcquence of that had

even v/role a circular letter to all his knights, exhort-

ing them to imitate him in his confclHon and repent-
ance. The commilHoners of the holy iec, at their re-

turn from Chinon, delivered the verbal procefs or re-

port of this confefilon to the pope and the king. That

prince was returned to Poitiers, to folilcit the more

effedually the condemnation of the whole body of the

templars, and obtain from the pope the utter exiindioii

of the order.

But while ihey were taking their meafures for this

purpoie, and laying the main ftrels of their proceedings

upon the confeflions of a great number of templars, they
were furprized to hear, that moft of thofe knights had

recanted their confciTions, aud declared, they were ex-

torted from them by force of torments ; that they o-

penly detefted the pardon which the king's officers

tendered them, and that they looked upon itasthe price
of falfehood and the fcandalous recompence of a preva-
rication that was equally prejudicial to their honour and

their confcience.

In the mean time,- the kings of England, Caflile,

Arvagon and Sicily, the count of Provence, awd moft

of the princesof Chnftendomjand even the archbifiiops
of Italy, had, at the pope's inilances, cauled all the

templars in their dominions to be apprehended. Garri-

fbns at the fame time hid been put into their command-

ries, all their efieds had been leized, and continual pre-

parations were making in all quarters to carry on the

prolecution againfttheai.
The templars of Arragon look refuge immediately

in Tome fortrelFcs*, which they had built at their own

cxpence
*

Zurita, 1. j. c. 73.
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©xpence to defend the country agilnd the incurflons of

the Moors, from whence they wrote to the pope in

their own juftification. They remonftrated to him,
that their faith was pure, and had never fallen under the

lead fufpicion ; that they had often fealed the confeffi-

onof it with their blood ; that great numbers of their

brethren, at this very time, when they were (o barbar-

oufjy perfecuted, were adually groaning under a griev-

ous flavery among the Moors, who were daily otferin^
them their liberty, if they would but change their re-

ligion; ^o that, fay they to the fovereign pontiff, the

templai-s, v^ho are flaves to the infidels, are expofed
to the mod cruel tortures as being Chridians ; and jet,

at the fametime,Chriil:ian princes burn them as infidels:

that if any of their order had acknowledged the com-

miflion of enormous crimes, whether they did To thio'

a ienle of guilt, or only to deliver themfclves from the

torturesof the rack, they deferved to be puniftied either

as criminals, or as men that were bafe enough to betray
their confcience, the honour of their order, and thefa-

credneis of truth : but tliat t: noble order, which fortwo

ages had done fuch lerviccs to the church, ought not

to luffer for the crimes of fome particular members, and

the weakneis or prevarication of others. They add,
that their great jrofTelfions were the true cau/e of the

perfecutions they fufFered, and befeech the pope, that,
in imitation of his DredecelTors, hev/ould vouchfafc to

honour them with hisproted^on, or that they might be
allowed to defend their innccence themielves vi'iih the

point of their fwords, according to the cudom of that

-time, and the duties of knighthood, againd fuch pro-

fiigate wretches as fftould defome them.

It is not known what anlwer the pope made to th.eir

petition : we only learn from hidory, that James II.

who was then upon the throne of Aragon befieged
them in the cadies whiilicr they were refned

-,
that he

mauc h'mielfmadcr of thole places; that he aoproori-
atcd them to himleii", and lent the templars into diiter-

ent j.rilGns, wher:; the biihop of Vdentia had orders
from the lop;; to proiecjtc them.

Vol. II. G Pre.
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P?.Er A RATIONS were made at Paris for carrying
on the like proceedings aaainfl: them. Moft of the pri-

foners were removed * thither ; but their recanting the

fir(t confclfion they hud made, and afcribing it to the

violence of the rack, or the fear of torture, put the

judges to a nonplus. A great confjltation was held

on this
(libjecft,

and it was long debated, whether they
fliouid take any notice of their proteftations. At lafl:,

by a \evy fingulai decilion, it was re.olved to treat all

that had recanted their fiifl: confeflion as heretics relap-

fed, and as perlbns that had renounced Jefus Chrift.

Purfuant to this determination, the grand mafter de

Molay was brought again before the commiffioners.

They asked him, if he had any thing to fay in defence

of his knights. He replied, that he would freely

undertake their defence, and (hould be infinitely pleaf-

ed to maintain the innocence of his order to the face of

the whole world ; but that he was an illiterate knight,
\. e. he could neither write nor read, as was the ca(e of

moftof the gentry at that time. He defired the liberty

of having council,
*'

though, fays lie, they have not
'*

left me four deniers to defray the expence of fuch a

**
pro'ecution

"

The commiflioners replied, that in a profecution for

herefy, the acculed were never allowed the benefit of

council, or the afiiftance of an advocate ; that before

he undertook this defence he would do well to conlider

ferioufly what he was about ; that he ought eipecially

to remember the confefTion that he had made himlelf

at Chinon of his own ciimes and thofe of his order :

and then the confLiTion was read over to him. Never

was afton"fhment c^ua' to that of the grand matter.

When he heard it read he made the fign of the crofs,

and cried out, that if the three cardinals, before whom
he

* Eodem anno templariiomnes qui erant in'rrgnoFranciae mit-

tiirtu raiifiis. Multi coium re ocant qucd dixeiaiit. Alove-

tut qui-ftio contra eos utrum tais revocatio poflet dici r.-Japfio,

& iidic
' ur contra eos quod fie. Unde paritiis comburunt r quin-

quai n a ;uituor, ftantibus eis in propofito quod veri Catholic!

clk-nt. Ex fecunda vita dementis V. pag. 37,
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he had appeared at Chinon, and who had fubfcnbed

his examination, were of any other quaruy, he knew
well what he (hould fay As the commiffioners prelT-

ed him to explain himiclf more openly, being no long-
er mader of his relentment, he addsd, that they de-

lerved the faue punifhment that the Sarazens and

Tartars in 11 '.(ft on lias and perfons guilty of forgery,
-whofe bellies, fays he, they rip up, and cut off their

heads''.

Yet it is plain, by the inflruments and records of

this profecution, that before the meeting of Chinon,
and in hopes of the impunity which the pope and king
had promifed him, he had, on two occahons, confelled

part of the crimes laid to his charge. But it is probable,
that the fecretary or rcgifter, wlio drew up his confef-

fion at Chinon, had, to improve the chaige, and ren-

der him more criminal, added federal aggravaiing cir-

cumftances to it : perhaps too he had enlarged his con-

fellion with all the crimes which were in general im-

puted to the whole order, and "to conceal the fraud, had

not read it over to him.

But be that as it will ; the grand mafter, without

.explaining hi mielf more diftindily upon the fuhjedt of

his confeffion, thought fit only to urge, that ihe pope
had referved to himfelf the cosnilance of what related

to him, and infifted upon being lent to him He add-

ed, that with regard to his order, he (hould only men-

tion three things in their favour :
*'

fiilt, that, ck-
*'

cepting cathedral churclies, there was noi one in all

*' Chriftendom where divine lervice was celebrated
*' with more devotion, or where there were a greater
*^ nuinber of relicks, or richer ornaments. Secondly,
^^ That in all their cominandries they gave a general
*' alms thrice a week. Thiidly, i hat there was not
*'

any order or nation where knights and gentlemen
"*'

expoled their lives more freely for the defence of
*'

Chriftianity, than the templars had always done
**

The commiffioners told him, that all this was ufele/s

without faith. But he replied, that the templars be-

G 2 iieved
'
Dupuy, p. 42.
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lieved aiTurcdly all that the catholic church believed,
and that it was to maintain this holy belief, that fuch a

number oFtho'e knights had Hied their blood againft
the Sarazcns, the Turks and the Moors.
Brotiier Peter de Bologna, a

priefi:, and procu-
rator general oF the order, reprelented to the com-

millioners, that promi/es of impunity, and threats of

torments, had been equally made ufe of to obtain an

acknowledgment of i:hecrimesiaipu;edto his brethren;
that they had been to!d, that their order was tacitly

liivtn up already to defirudion, and the pope was to

abolifli it folemnly in council. The letters patent, with
the king's feal upon them, had been (hewed to leveral

prilbners, wherein, in cafe of their confelHon, they
were promiled life, liberty, and a pendon, as long as

they lived, and that futh as could not be (edaced by
ihe;e promises, had been confhained by violent tor-

tures : that it was much \ci^ lurprizing, that frail

ni?n, to (are themfelves from torments, fhould I'peak

accoiuingto the intention of tho.'e that tormented tliem,
than it war, to fee Rich numbers of the templars endure
with conftancy the moft dreadful tortures, rather than

betray the truth : that many of the/e knights were dead

iu dungeons, of the tortures they had lufFered on the

rack, and he delired, that their executioners and jail-

ers might be examined to give an account of the fenti-

inents wherein they died, and declare whether it was
not true, that they had perfifted to the lart: gafp, when
men have nothing move to hope for, or fear, in averr-

ing their own innocence, and tliat of their order in ge-
neral. Then he befbught the commilfioners to liim-

mon before them a templar, called brother Adam de

Vaiincourt, who had pajfed from their order to that of

theChartreux, out of a defireof greater perfcdion, but

not being able to fupport the aufterities of thele latter,

had petitioned to be again admitted into the order of

the templars. He added, that the (iiperiors and

brethren of that knight, had looked upon his firft change
as apoftafy ; that they had obliged him, before they
would receive hiiu, to pre/ent himlclf at the door gf

the-
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the temple in a white ihect ; that aFier his rciuming
the habit of the order, they had condemned him to eat

upon the ground for a whole year, to fali upon bread

and water on wcdnefdays and Fridays every week, and to

undergo the dilcipline every fundavTrom the hands ot*

the priell that oihciaied. The procurator deniauded,

if it was probable, that this templar fiiould return to

them from the Chartreux, and fubmit to a corredion

and penance (b long and auftere, if he had difcovered

among his brethren of the order all the abominations

that had been alledged to blacken their charadler; and

jnfifted to be heard with his fuperiors, and the depu-
ties of the whole fociety in a full council, in order,

faid he, to demonftrate our innocence to the I'ace of all

Chriltendom.

Notwithstanding this defence, they proceeded
to pals fentence. Some were entirely acquitted ; others

were condemned to a canonical penance, after which

they were to be fet at liberty.
Thele were fuch as ad-

hered to the confefiion of their faults, and had, to fte'.v

their abhorrence of the order, laid aGde the habit, and

fhaved the long beards, which they wore in conformi-

ty to the cuftom of the eaitern nations. The templars,
on the contrary, who had revoked their firft confeili-

on, and perfiftedin the proteftations they had made of

their innocence, were treated with excellive rigour.

Fifty nine of them, among whom there was a chaplain
of the king's, were degraded as relapled heretics, by
the bilhop of Paris, and delivered over to the fecular

arm. They were carried out of the gate of S. Aiitoine

and burnt alive at a flow lire. All of them, in themidft

of the flames, called upon the*holy name of God, and,

what is more furprizing, there v/as not one ot thele

fifty nine, that, to fave himlelf from fo dreadful an ex-

ecution, v/ould accept of the pardon which their re-

lations and friends offered them in the king's name,

provided they would renounce their proteflations.

There were great numbers of them,in feveral other

parts ofFrance, that (hewed the fame firmnefs in the

tnidfl of the flames ; they burnt them, but they could

G 3 never
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never extort from them an acknowledgment of the

crimes laid to their charge.
*' A thing a(toni(hing in-

*'
deed, fays the bidiop of Lodeve, a cotemporary hi-

ftorian, that allthote unfortunate perlbns, who were
executed in tlie moft terrible manner, gave no other

**
reai'bn for their retradioa but the fliame and remorle

"
they felt, for having, through the violence of the

**
rack, confeffed crimes of which they pretended t»

** be innocent *."

The king, who had the affair of the templars ex-

ceedingly at heart, as the pope fays of him, and the

liiftorians of that time agiee, repaired to Vienna in

Dauphiny at the time fixed by the pontiff's bull, and
came thither attended by Louis his eldcll ton, king of

Navarre, in right of his mother, by Philip and Charles,
brothers to that young prince, by Charles de Valois %
and Louis count d'Eui-eux, their uncles and the king's
brothers. That prince appeared in this auguft affem-

bly with a great court ; others fay, with a numerous

body of troops, to fliew his power, and command re-

rpedt. There were prelcnt in the council above three

hundred bifnops, without reckoning the abbots, priors,
and moil famous doctors of Chrillendom.

The firft flffion was held the (ixteenth of Oflober,
A. D. 1311, wlierein the pope laid before them the

three reafons for calling the council : r . The affair of

the templars. 2. The recovery of the Holy Land.

3. The reformation of manners, and of the dil'cipline

of the church. We (hall confine ourfclf to what parti-

cularly concerned the templars, and the part which the

knights of Rhodes came afterwards to have in this great
affair.

In the firfl: place, the pope caufed to be read, in full

council, the proceedings carried on in feveral provin-

ces,

* Unum autem mirandum fujt, quod omnes & finguli eorum
ccnfefliones fuas quas piius jurati fecerant in iadicio letraftarunt,

tlicentcs fc falfo fuilTe coofefTos, nuUam fup?rhv)C icddentes caufam

j-.Iiam nifi vim aut mctum tormenlorum quod de fc talia faterentur.

•tx fecunda vita Clementis V.
^

iJalui:ius in vitis papavum Avejiion.
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ces, againft different knights of the temple; and after

this was over, he demanded of each of the fathers, in

his turn, if they did not think it proper to iupprelsan

order, wherein they had dilcovered I'uch crying abuies,

and luch enormous crimes^. An Italian prelate, ad-

drerting himlclf to the pope, prelled him to abolifli im-

mediately, and without any formality, an order, againifc

which, he faid, above two thouiand witnefFes had de-

poied in various parts of Chriftcndom. But all the tn-

fnops and archbifhops of the council, and the moil e-

minent dcdors, repreiented unanimoufiy to the pope,
that betore he luppreJfTed an illuAi ions order, which,
from the time of its foundation, had rendered very im-

portant iervices to Chiiftendom, they were of opinion,
the grand mailer and principal perfbns of the order,

ought to be heard in their own defence, as juftice re-

quired, and they themfelves had ^o earneftly requelired
in many petitions.

The hiftorians ofthat time tell us, that all the Ita-

lian bifliops but one were of this opinion, as were ailb

thole of Spain, Germany, Denmark, England, Scot-
land and Ireland ; that all the prelates of France alfb

were of the fame ientiment, except the archbilhops of
Rheims, Sens and Roan^^ (o that in a council, compof-
cd of above three hundred bifliops, there wcvg but four
that gave their opinion contrary to this motion ; and,
if I may venture to lay fb, contrary to the firft princi-

ples of natural equity.
The audience which they infilled on in favour of

the acculed very much perplexed the pope, who law

plainly what would be the conlequence of it. What-
ever

* p. Dupuy.
^ Interim autcm vccantur praslati cum cardinalibus ad confe-

Tcndum de templariis ; Jeguntur a6ta ipforum inter praelatos
•

&,
in hocrcnveniunt; requTitia pontifice figillatim^ ut det templariis
audicntiam, five detenfionem. In hac fentcatia concordant omnes
praplati Italia praeter unum. Hifpaniae, Theutoniae, Danis, An-
gl.cT, Scctis &• Hybcrnis ;

item Gallici, pia-tertres mctropoli-
tanos, videlicet, Reirenfcrn, Senoncnfem & Rotomagenfem. Hoc
autem a£lum eft five aflitatum in principio Decembris. Ex fe-
cunda vita CJemenlis V. p. 43. Autore Ptoloma^o Luienfi.

i
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ever authoiity he was inverted with, he was ftill iend-

ble that it would be diflicuit tor him to wave hearing
them upon the various caules they had of exception, or

to ret-'ule the right of being confronted with their accu-

fers, and the witnciTes againrt them ; proceedings
which would all take up a- great deal of time, and leave

the iff-e of the prolecution uncertain.

The affair was Ipun out to the length of fi\' months,
all that time being probably employed in conferences,
and perhaps in lecret negotiations, to perCuade the pre-
lates to difpenfe with the ordinary forms, in a matter

that feenied plain enough already*. At leaft, Alberic

de Rofate, a celebrated lawyer, informs us, that upou
the fathers of the council maintaining that they could

not condL^mn the accufed wiihout heaiing them, the

pope cried out, that if they could not give a judicial

ientenceagainft the templars, for want of ilich a forma-

lity,
the plenitude of the papal authority fnould fupply

every defeft, and he would condemn them in a fum-

mary way, rather than offend his dear ion the king of

France ^.

Accordingly the pope, on the 22dofjMay, in

the following year, having fi.fl, in a private

13 1 2. conliftory, fecured the cardinals and ieveral bi-

fhops, who, out of complailance, came over

to this fide of the quertion, held the lecond lelfion of

the council with great fblemnity, and therein diifolved

and annulled the order of the templars^ And though
we could not, lays he, in his fentence, give judgment
inform of law, vve condemn them by way of proviii-

on, and by our apoftolical authority, relerving to our-

felf and the holy church of Rome, the dilpolal of the

perfons and cflates of the templars.
There

• Lcs meditations deCamerarius, v. 3. 1. j. c. 4.
*• Et fi V a juftitiae ordo iile dcftrui non poflit, fiat tamen via

cxpcdientis?, nc fcan''a])ferur carus filius noiler rex Galliae.

^ Summus pontifex multis prrslatis cum cardinalibus coram fe

in private) confiflorio convocatis, per provifionem potius quam
condemnationis viam, ordincm templariorum cafliivit, & penitus
annullavit. Quarta vita Clemcnlis V, p. 8j. AutorequodAmVc-
neto co:et.inco.
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There was nothing wanting now but the determi-

nation of the council, in regard to the ule and dilpo-

f.d of thoie great eftates. The pope, who was appre-

henfive that moft princes would, in their own territo-

ries, feize upon what lay convenient for them, repre-

iented, that thele eihites having been coniecrated to

the defence of the holy places, and the pilgrims that

vifited them, they couid not put them to a better ule

than by giving them to the knights of Rhodes, who
were devoted to thofe holy fundions, and had lately

given new proofs of their zeal and courage, by the

conqueft of the ille of Rhodes ^ But the partifans of

France infifted loudly on the creation of a new order,

and uniting the whole order of St. John to it. They
laid, that luch an augmentation of the eftates of thoic

knights, would only ierve to plunge them into the fame

irregularities,
which had juft occalioned the condem-

nation of the templars ; and that under colour of tak-

ing pofTeflion of them, they would be immediately dif-

peried all over Europe, and^ it wa§ to be feared, would

adopt the pride, the haughtinefs, the luxury and dif-

Ibltiienefs of the templars.
The pope, who, by this creation of a royal order,

and fupprelFion of all others, faw they were going t©

withdraw all the military friars in f.urope and AGa
from under his authority, ftrenuoufly rejeded the pro-

polal ; and, to refute the reafons of fuch as were for it,

he declared, that he would be anfwerable himfelf for

reforming the order, both in its head and particular

members, if fuch a reformation fhould be thought ne-

celTary ; that he would not fuffer any knight to con-

tinue

*
Priufquam concilium folveretur, poft habitos tra£latus varies

de bonis templatiorum, quibus vel ad quos ufus eflent potius ap-

plicanda, quibufdam confcntientibus, quod nova leligio, ad quam
applicarentur eflet fundanda, aliis alia dicentibus, tandem provi-

dit apoftolica fedes, regibus & praelatis afientientibus, eadem in

favorem Terrae Sanftas integraliter ad fratres hcfpitales devolyi,
ut

ad ejufdem terrte recuperationem five fubfidium pofTent cffici tor-

tiores ex ipfis : fed ut apparuit proceflu tenr.poiis faili funt dettri-

*re«. Ccntin. Guill^ teNangis^ p. 646.
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tinue in the wed, excepting fuch as were old and In-

firm, and appointed to take care of the commandries ;

that he would caule an exad valuation to be made of
the revenues of the order, that he might the better re-

gelate the number of the knighis, and the expence to

be allowed for their rubdftence, and that all the reli-

due Ihould be employed for the relief of pilgrims, and
the defence of Chriflian Hates ; all admirable projects,
but they were never put in execution.

The bare promiies of this pontiiF* brought mofl of
the fathers of the council over to his opinion ; but the

king of Fiance fecmed to come into this propofal with

great reludance. That prince, who was prejudiced

againft the holpitallers, infifted upon the i)ope's propo-
fal for a reformation, and that proper meafures (hould

be immediately taken for that purpole; that the grand
niafter and all his knights fhould be comprehended in it,

and that they fliould be obliged to make themielves for

the furure as agreeable to the body of bilhops as they
had ever till then been oppoiite to them. Which may
induce us to believe, that their ancient differences with
the bidiops of Paleftine were well enough known In

France. All the eftates of the templars were adjudged
to the knights of Rhodes, except fuch as lay in Spain,

which, by a particular appointment, were to be appli-
ed to the defence of the country againft the Moors,
who wtre ftiil in polTenion of the kingdom of Gra-
nada.

At length, after the dilTolution of the council, and
in the year following, came on the lad adl of

1313. this tragedy, in which the fate of the grand
inafter, and dignitaiies of the order, (lilsd the

great prcceptois, or the great commanders, was to be

decided. The pope had relerved the cognizance of their

cafe to himfelf, and in confideration of their confefli-

on, had promiled them an entire impunity. But at

his return from the council, whether he had changed
his

• See the letter of Philip the Fair to Clement V. dated Au-

guft 24th 1312. Djpuy, condemnation dcs templiers, p. 178.
i- 179.
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Ills fentiments, or was minded not to condemn them

himfelf, he appointed two cardinals to fit as judges up-
on them, who, by his orders, repaired to Paris, and

took for their co-ailcfTors there the archbifliop of Sens,
and fome other prelates of the Galiican church. Thefe

commifTioners of the pope, ordered the prevot of Paris

to bring before them James de Molay, grand mafter

of the templars, a dignity, fays M= Dupuy, which put
him on the level with princes, having, in that quality,
had the honour of being godfaiher to one of the king's
children. 1 he fecond of theie prilbners was Guy,
brother to the dauphin of Viennois, Ibvereign prince of

Dauphiny. The third was Hugh de Peralde ; great

prior or vifitor of the priory of France , and the fourth

was the great prior of Aquitain, who, before his im-

prilbnment, had the management of the king's exche-

quer and revenues.

It nowhere appears, from the inftruments and records

of this famous profecution, that thefe prelates examin-

ed or interrogated them anew, or that they confronted

them with witnefTes. And though fuch a method of

proceeding was according to the ordinary forms and

courfe of the law, yet, it is probable, the commifTioners

were relblved to confoim themielves to the condu<5l

which the pope and council had obferved before them.

They contented themielves with the acknowledgment
made by the prilbners before the pope and the king, of

the crimes laid to their charge ; and it was upon this

acknowledgment, purfuant to the intentions of the fo-

vereign pontiff, that the judges determined between

themfelves to condemn them only to perpetual impri-

fonmenr, in cale they flood to their fiift confefTion.

But as it was a matter of great coniequence to calm the

minds of the people, who were (hocked at the vaft

number of fires that had been lighted up in the leveral

provinces of the kingdom, and it behoved them above

all things to convince the people of Paris, that it was

"withjuftice that ^o many templars had been condemn-

ed to be burnt alive, they required of thefe four laft,

who were the chief among them, to make a public
and
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and finccre declaration of all the abu fes and c» imes com-

mitted in the order, iF they had a mind to fave their

lives, or expeacd that the pope and the king fiiould

keep their word with them. For this purpofe, a leaf-

fold was ei-eded in the court before the cathedral

church, and the llierifFs men and foldiers brought the

prifoners upon it. Then one of the legates ftood up,

and opened the difaial ceremony wiih a difcourfe,

wherein he enlarged upon all the impieties and abo-

minations, of which, he faid, the templars had been

convided by their own acknowledgment. And to leave

the audience no room to doubt, he called upon the

grand mafler and his companions, to renew, in the

hearing of the people, the confelTion which they had

made before the pope of their crimes and errors.

'TwAS in all probability to induce them to make

this declaration, that on the one hand he afRired them

of a full amnedy, and on the other the executioners, to

intimidate them, ereded a pile of wood, as if they

were to be burnt the moment that they revoked their

confelHon.

The priors of France and Aquitain, either out of

fincerity or fear, at the fight of fo dreadful a punifti-

ment, perfided in their fiill confelfion. But when it

came to the grand madcr's turn to {peak, that prilbner,

fhaking his chains, advanced, to their great furprizc,^

with a countenance full of rcfolution, to the edge of

the (caffold, and then raifing his voice to be the better

heard,
" It is but ju{l, cries hj% that in this terrible

"
day, and in the lall moments of my life, I lay open

" the iniquity of falfhood, and make truth to triumph.
<« I declare then, in the face of heaven and earth, and

<' I own, though to my eternal fhame and confjfion,

<' thac 1 have committed the greatcft of crimes; but it

« has been only in acknowledging thole that have been

<*
chargc;d with lb much virulence upon an order which

<' truth obliges me now to declare innoceiit. I made

" the firft declaration they required of me, only to ful-

"
pcnd

*
Villani, i;b. 8. c. 92. Pjp. MafT in Phil. Pulch. SabeiL

^ncad. 9. iib. 7,
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^'
pend the exceflive tortures of the rack, and moU'^y

*' thofe that made me endure 'em. I am very fcnlible

*' what torments they infli(5l, and what executions they
*'

prepare for thole that have the courage to revoke
*^ fuch a confelTion ; but the horrible fight they offer

*' to my eyes, is not capable of making me confirm a

'*
firll: lye by a fccond. On a condition i^o infamous as

**
that, I freely renounce life, which is already but too

** odious to me. And what good would it do to me to

^*
fpin out a few miierable days, when I muft owe 'em

"
only to the blackeft ofcalumnies =>.'*

He would have gone on, but was interrupted. The
brother of the Dauphin ofViennois, who came next,

fpoke after the fame manner, and with the ftrongeft

affeverations, bore teftimony to the innocence of his

order. The legate, upon this occafion, did by no

means gain the applaufe of the people, but he loon had

his revenge. The grand mafter and his companions
were brought down from the fcaffold, and the P'-ev6t

of Paris carried them back to the priibn. The king,
who was revengeful in his nature, and looked upon
the dcftrudtion of the templars as his own work, being
Vol. II. H incenfed

* Sunt au£lores non obfcuri, Jacobum Burgundionem, ordjnis

jrincipem, cumprodudlus ad fupplicium, circumfufa ingenti mul-

titudine, dum pyra extruitur, ftaret, proj^ofita v\t<s fpe acimpuni-
tate, fi quae in cuftodia fafliis de fe fuifqr.s eflet, nunc quoque con-

fefius, veniam publice peteret, hujufmodi verba fecifTe,
<^
Ego

" nunc fupremis rebus rrr;is, cum locum mendacio darinefas fit,

*' ex anim'', vereqiie fateor me invent in me mccfquc fce'.us con-
*'

fcille, ultimaque fuppiicia cum ruinnio cruciatu primer; turn,
*<

qui in gratiam quorum minime decuit, dulccdineque vitre, fla-

<*
gitia impia, fceleraque, ad tormenta ementitus fum in ordincm

** meum, de reiigione Cnriftiana opciiie mcritum. Nee mihi
*' nunc vita opus eft precaria & novofuper vetus mendacio reten-
«f ta."

Exin rogo irapcfitum, ac admoto paul:\tim piimoribus''pedibus,
ad exprimendarn fcelerum confeflionem, ne turcquidem cum rsli-

quo corpore dcpafto vitalia fcsdo nidore torrerentur, ab h-u)us ora-

tionis conftantia defcivifie, aut mutatre mentis uDam fignificatio-
nem prsbuifTe, neque ipfum, neque dues cum. ipfo fu-vl'cio at-

fedlcs nobiliflim.os ejus ordinis viros, q'^iorum alter efi"(;t Delphini
Allobrogis frater. Paul. Emil. in Philip. Pulch.
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incenftd at th'ts recantation of the chiefs of the order,
caufcd them to be burnt alive the fame day wiih a flow
fire, in a Hule ifle of the Seine between that prince's

garden and ihe convent of the Auguftines, The grand
mafter, in the midft of that exquifite torment, fliew^d

to his Jafl: moment the iitme firmneis that- he had done
in ihe court of the cathedral^ and expreifcd himfclf in

.the lame manner. He repeated his proteitations of the

innocence of his order ; bat declared, that as to hini-

ielf he deiei ved to fuffer, for having averred the con-

trary in the ivope and the king's preience. Mezeray
.tell us, that he had read an account of this affair, in

which ii i.s iaid, that the grand mafter, when he had no
other lit^erty left him but rhat of fpeech, and was al-

muft ll'.Btci with- the :rnoke,x:ried ojt aloud,
**

Clement,
thou iinrigliteous judge and barbarous executioner^
I tijmmon thee to appear in forty days before the

*'
judgmcnt-feai of God." Some writers lay, that he

fummoned the king iJkeways to appear there within a

)-cav. Perhaps the death of that piinte and the pope,
which happened prccik ly within thole terms, gave oc-

cafion afterwards to the ftoiy of this iummons. The
two great [-riois

of France and AvHiitain, elided their

davs in prilbn.
But Paulus ^EmUius iays, thai one of

theiT) \va.' burnt with the gi and mafter and the Dauphin
ot Viennois's brother ; if to, it was in all likelihood,
becaule he retracted after their eram^le.
All the people fhed tears at the tragical fi3e(5lacle

of the/e holy knights.; and Several devout pcrlbns, 03

Papirius Maflbn rel.res % gathered up their alhes, pre-

serving them afterwards as precious relicks. As for

the two wretches that were the auihors of this didnal

cataftiophe, they pcriflicd mi-erabJy (bon after. One
wa . hanged for ficfh ciimes, and the other was afTafli-

iiatcd by his enemies.

We do not pretend to draw any inference from thefe

fafls. There is too much variety in the ancient hifto-

rians, and too tnnch partiality in the modern, to be

able

• .Liv. 3. p. 393.
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aHe to pronounce on either fide whh certainty. A-

mong the latter, ibme complain, that the templars were

accu(ed and indicled for holding a cruninal correlpon-

dence with Saladine, whereas, fay they afier the battle

oF Tiberias, that victorious prince cut off the heads of

all the templars that he had taken priibners,
as may be

feen in this hiftory ; which is hardly confiftent wiih

fuch a pretended coneCpondencc.
Nor do they (ind any greater probabiiiry in the ac-

cufation brought againfl: them of having ibhl the town'

of St.John d'Acre to one of Saladine's liiccefTors ; (incc

it is plain, from all the cotemporary write. S; thai three

hundred templars died in the defence of this place; that

their grand mader deBeajjeu waskUled on the bieach;

and that there ellaped out of the m ifTicve. when the

town was taken, only ten of his- knights, who got in-

to a bark, and /ailed to Cyprus.
As for the fins againft chaftiry, and fuch as nature it-'

(elf abhors, the'e writers maintain, that no ftrels ought
to be laid on thefr confeffion ; that, on the one hand,

they were offei'ed a general pardon, with the piomile-
of life, liberty, and a good pen{ion,and, on the oihcr,

they I'aw fires kindled to burn them ; and that it is no'

wonder if frail men (brink, and are intimidated at the

apprehenGons of lb terrible an execution.

Other hiftorians of different fentiments maintain

on the contrary*, that it is impolfible to refle<ft on the

courie of the profecution, the infinhe number of wit-

nelTes, as well templars as others, the quality of the

jud^^ej, the ag;reementof the accufations brousht againfl:

theie knights in all the kmgdoms of Chriliendom, the-

quality too of rhe peribns guilty, the teitimony of feve-

ral foreign hiftorians, rhe little inclination that the

pope had atfiriho condemn them, and what pafTed in

the council of Vienne ; that it is impoifible, I fay, to

reficcl on the nature and number of triele different cir-

cumftances, without being penuaded of the juftice oF
their condemnation. 'Tis very probable, fays Maria-
na the Jefuit, that they were not ail innocent_, nor yer

H 2 all

Rivinaldi ad annum 1313. n. 39.
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all guilty*. This is the judgment of that judicious hif-

torian, who obferves, that the punifhinents inflided

en them leemed cruel to abundance of people, and
that it was fcavce probable, that thefe irregularities
fliould hsve infed^ed all the particulars of fo large a bo-

dy, difperled over all Chriftendom, b.it that the extinc-

tion of fo famous an order, ought to ferve for an in-

ftrudiion to others of the fame kind, and teach them not

to depend fo much on their riches, as on the pra(^!cc
of thofe virtues- that are lliitable to their profeflion, in

order to avoid falling into the like misfortunes.

Though the knights of Rhodes had no hand \xi

this furprifing revolution, yet fince the univerfal church,
aiTembled in the council of Viennc, had thought fit to

bellow the cftates and efFe^fls of the templars upon their

order, the grand mailer did not think he ought to re-

fufe them. For this reafon he called a council, to con-

jQder what methods were proper to be u(ed, in order to

get pofTeffion of them ; and it was refolved to lend

ample powers to fuch of the principal commanders in

the weft, as were noted for their capacity and prudence,
to treat wiih the ieveral fovereigns of Europe, about aa
affair of fuch importance, and which might be attend-

ed with great difficulties in the execution. For this

purpofe, the grand mafter and council drew up a for-

mal Inftrumcntjin the nature of a procuration, wherein

they declared, that being informed of the dilpofal,

which the pope and the holy council had made of the

cflates of the templars in favour of the order of St.John,
and that it was the intention of the church that thefe

eftates fliould be employed, as well for the convoy and

defence of pilgrims, as for the recovery of the Holy
Land, they had, by common confent, chofen brother

Albert Lallemand de Chateau-noir, grand preceptor, or

grand commander, whole wiidom and capacity the or-

der had long experienced, to be procurator-general and

lieutenant of the mafterfliip in Europe ; and that the

council had thought proper to join in commiffion with

him, brother Richard de Ravelink, draper j brother

rhilip
* Mariana h i;-.

c, lO.
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Philip de Grangana^ prior of Rome ; brother Leonard

de Tibertis, prior of Venice, and procurator-general
in the court of Rome ; brother Henry de Mainieres ;

brother Arnald deSoliers, and brother ArnalddeChava-

iieuf> both companions or alfiftants of the grand ma-

fter; brother Durand de la Prevote, preceptor of Mont-

chdlix, and brother Sauveur d'Aurillac ; and that the

grand commander might ufe the afllflance of all thcle

knights, cither jointly or feparately, to go and take

poftelTion of the eftates and etietis granted to the order,

to receive them from the hands of the adminiftrators,

and to give a good and fufficient difcharge for the

fame.

'TwAS exprefsly mentioned in the fame inftrunient,

that the revenues of the order of St. John being con-

fiderably diminiihed, and the commandrics for the mod
part in a declining condition, through the negligence of

the preceptors andftewards ; upon which account there

was a neceffity for a fpeedy vifitation and an exa6t re-

form, as well in the priorial houfes as in fuch as de-

pended upon them, the council appointed the faid bro-

ther Lallemand vifitor, inquiiitor, corrector, reformer,
adminiftrator and comptroller in ordinary of all the

houfes fituate on this fide the fea, as well of the anti-

ent commandries of the order of St. John, as of ihofb

of the templars, which were to be configned to them.

That the commander fhould require an exad: account

of the revenues of the order, and of the ufe to which

they had been applied, by the preceptors entrufted with
them ; that he had authority to profecutc all perfons

comprehended within his commiflion, of what dignity
Ibever they were, to deprive the guilty of the com-

mandries; fjbilitute others in their places that were
more worthy to fill them 3 remove the knights and

ferving brothers from one hoiile to another; and even
to fend them to Rhodes if he thought fit. He was like-

ways empowered, by the lame commlflion, to admit in-

to the order perfons of noble birth, and even yeomen,
i. e. knights and ferving brothers, to cioath them with
the habit of the order ; and in particular,

to give the

H 3 nviiitary
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mUliavy oirJle to the knights; which plainly points
out \\\c cl'.lVin(51:on that was always made between the

dilterent members oF this body ; and it were to be

wiflied, they had never confojnJed ibjall:
a dilbincli-

on, by allowing the lerving broihers to wear the. gol-
den crofs, which can be of no other ule but to debale

the nobled branch of this illudrious order.

This inftrument is dated at Rhodes 061. 17th 1512,
and we lee at the liead of the ligiiaturcs, that of the

grand mailer's, who lliles himlelf brother Fulk de Vil-

laret, by the Giace of God, and the holy apoftolic !ee,

humble mafter of the holy houle and holpiial of Sr.

John of Jernfalem, and guardian of the poor of Jefus
Chrilt. And underneath his fignature, we find thofe

of brother Thierry de Lorgne, marfhal; brother Peter

de Clermont, vice-hofpitaller ; brother Richard de

Raveiink, dj-aper ; brother Ken^- de Dieu, treafurer;

brother Philip de Grangana, prior of Rome ; brother

Martin-Pierre de Ros, prior of Meflina, and Peter de

St. John, preceptor of Achaia.

The great commander and the other commilTioners,
in virtue of ihcie powers, went into France to take pof-

Icilion of the effects and eft-ites of the templars ; but

tliey met with great difficulties, fays Rainaldi, to get thele

efElcts out of the gnpping hands of forae courtiers that

had leized on ihem. The pope being informed of the

various obftacles to the execution of the decree of the

council, wrote, upon that occafion;, to Philip the Fair,

in the mpft prcffmg terms. That prince gave him a

d:y aniwer, viz. that he had never conientcd to make

over the templars effeds to the hofpitallers, but upon
his holinels's promife of endeavouring a nccelTary re-

formation of that order, both in its head and particu-

lar members ; bf fides, that it was but jud: they Ihould

fj-.il reimbiirle themlelves the neceffary charges of the

pf6recuiion of that great alTair, which he made to a-

inount to the liim oftwo iiundi ed thou fand pounds ; an

immenll- ilim for thofe times ='.

The
» Cum ad huj-:if:tiOQi confcnfum impartiendum nni com prse-

latJs in c^ecilio cong-Cfcritis fueniKus ;*er
vos indui^i, quia fan(fti-

tas
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The commilfioiiers of the order fpent a great deal of

time, and were at infinite pains before they could force

the (eciilar adminiftiators to quit their hold, who left

no Hone unturned to iecure to theailelves in property

what had been committed to them only in trull. To
get the commandries out of the hands of thole leeches,

thev were forced to give them great ibms of money ;

which, fays St. Antonine, drained the treaiury of the

order*.

King Philip the Fair dying after he haJ given the

knights of Rhodes leidn ofthe eftatcs of the templars ''j

Louis Hutin, his eldcll fon and fuccclTor, demanded

(ixty thoufand pounds more than his predeccfTor had

done ; and to dilcharge this fum, brother Leonard de

Tibertis, one of the commiffioners that treated with

him, was forced to confent, that he fhould keep in

his hands two thirds of the money of the templars,

the ornaments of their churches, the furniture and

goods of their houfes, all the profits and revenues of

their lands, in a word, all their moveable effects, till

the dav that the hofpitallers took pollelI:on of their

eftates But this piince, and the king his father, vVere

not the only perlons that got by this rich plunder :

there are fome hiilorians that fay, the pope had a good
Ihare o-f it *.

Charles II. king of Naples and Sicily, and count

of Provence and Forcalquier, aded much after the iame

manner in the dominions which he had in France. A
great number of templars, who would not own the

crimes charged upon them, were burnt there. As for

their

t?.s veftra difpofuerat & ordinaverat qnod per ftidem Apoflblicam
lie oiftorum hofpitalariorum brdo regularetur & rerbnnaretur,

tr.m in capite quam in membris. Dupuy, p. 170.
^
Quia jam fuc-ratoccupata a diverfis Dominis klcis, opportuit

quod illi de hofpitali magnam thefaurum expoiiarent in dando

regi ^& aliis qui occupaverant di£la bona
;
unde depauperata eft

manfio hofpitaiis, qus le exiftimabat inde opuleiitam fieri. Ant.

p. 3. t. 21. ch. 3.
' Traite entre les gens du roy & ks hofpitalievs, Dupuy/p, 18.^,
'^ M. Dupuy, p. 5:9.
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their eftates, M. Dupuy toils us, tliat the immoveable
efFe(51s were left tothehofpltallers-^ ; but as for the move-
able ones and money, they were confiicated and fliared

between the pope and this prince. B.it it appears that

the king of Naples deferred, as long as he lived, to

put the hofpitaliers in pofiefllon of the caftles fiiuate in

that kingdom, and in Sicily. For hillory has convey-
ed down to us a letter of Clement's, wherein he exhorts

king Robert, Charles's HjccefTor, to follow the example
of Philip the Fair, and give up readily the pofTeflion of

the landed eftates that had formerly belonged to the

templars ; Vv'hence we may conclude, that l^hilip had

made over thofe in his hands to the commifiioners before

he died. Ikit the difference about the charges was not

ended till the reign of his fuccelFor, as we have obierv-

cd before.

Though the pope, at the inftance of the kings of

Aragon, Caftile, Portugal and Majorca, had by his

bull excepted all the eftates of the templars within the

dominions of thofe princes, out of the grant made by
the council of the polTcfTions of that order to the hof-

pitaliers ; yet, as he was apprehenfive that thele fbve-

reigns might, upon one pretence or other, feize thofe

eftates, he ilTued out a new bull, excommunicating all

perfons of the kingdom of Majorca, that did not, with-

in the fpaceof one month, deliver up the commandries

of the templars to the knights of Rliodes. In confe-

quence of this bull, and to avoid incurring the cenfures

of the church, Sanchez James, fovereign of the Bale-

ares, put the holpitallers in pofTeflion of all the eftates

of the templars. But whether the bull was defigned

only for this prince, to whom probably the pope had

directed it, as being the weakert, or whether the

otherSpanifli fovereigns did not leem difpofed to lubmit

to it, llic king of Arragon took no notice of
it, and

ordered his embafTadors to tell the pope, that he hoped
the defign of appropriating the eftates of the templars
to the order of the holpitallers, would not extend to

his

" Xof^radamus hiftoire de Provence, an. /307.
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his dominions, which he defired might be exempted
from it ; and that he had been obliged for the defence

and lecurity of his fubjeds, who were continually in-

fefted by the Moors, to feize upon feventeen command-
ries of the templars, which were fo many fortreffes, to

put troops in them for their defence, and to take at the

lame time into his hands the revenues annexed to them^
to provide for the fubfifb^nce and pay of thole garri-
fons.

Not but the knights of Rhodes were as capable of

maintaining themfelves in the(e places, and of defend-

ing the frontiers, as the templars were : but it is plain,
from the whole condudl of the Spanifh princes in this

affair, that their fecret view was to have the plunder
of the templars to themfelves, without any regard to

the right of the hofpitailers, and not to fuffer thofe

great eftates to be enjoyed by an order that was un-

der a foreign head and grand mafter, and pretended
likewiie to hold under no fuperior but the holy
fee.

But be that as it will, after many negotiations and
con ferences;, which lafted near five years, a treaty was at

lafl:concluded,by the mediation of popejohn XXII. fuc-

cefTor to Clement V. between brother Leonard de Ti-

bertis, procurator-general of the order, and Vitalis dc

Villanova, the king of Arragon's rainifter, by which the

knights of Rhodes not only defifted from their pre-
tenlions to the eftates of the templars, fituate in the

kingdom of Valentia, dependent on the king of Arra-

gon, but refigned likewiie to the pope all the particu-
lar commandries of their own order in that kingdom,
except the fingle commandry which was in the town of

Valentia, and the caftle called the Torrent, which the

order of St. John relerved to themfelves. All the other

commandries, as well thofe of the hofpitailers as the

templars, and all the eftates of both thole orders, (Itu-

ate in the kingdom of Valentia, were afterwards, at

the
requefl: and inftances of the king of Arragon, grant-

ed by the pope to the order and knights of Calatrava,

who fixed their chieffeat at Monteza ; and in exchange
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for this, it was dechrcd by the treaty, that except the

levcnteen fortrciTjs oF the templars on the frontiers,

which the king had (eized inio his own hands, the

knights ofRhodes fhould be put in pofT-fTion of all the

other commandrics and eftates that had belonged to...
the templars, as well in Arragon as in-Catalonla. This
rendered the knights ofRhodes lb powerful in that king-
dom and in Catalonia, that the callellan of Empoila,

being not iijfficient for /b vail a charge, the grand ma-
(ter and council were obliged to create a

gj.eat prior
for that piincipaliiy. If we recollect what has beea
/aid in the beginning, of this work, concerning the

rights and jufl pretenfions that the holpitallers and tem-

plars had to the crown ofArragon, in caie of a vacancy
for want of lawful heirs, we can't fufHcientJy admire

the good policy of brother Leonard de 'I'ibertis, who
by this treaty, upon the uniting of the rights of both

orders in that of" St. John alone, took care to have

thcin fupported by fojxes lying near enough together,
and able to make ihcm good whenever an opportunity
oliered.

x'ls the pope's defign in difpofing of the templar?
eftates infavourof the iiofpitallcrs did not fifit the lecret

views of Denys king of Portugal, that prince made ufe

of an honourable pretext to get the dart of the pontiif.
He inilituted a military order^ which he called

the order of Chrift, and annexed to it the eftates 1318.
of tlie templars in his dominions, After

this fettlement, he lent embaffadors to Rome, to de-

mand of pope John XX J. a confirmation of thia

new order of knighthood, v/hich tlie pope granted.
Ferdinand IV. king of Caftilc, did not take Co

much precaution ; and though the templai-s had been
declared innocent in a council held at Salamanca*, this

prince made no fcniple to feizeon their eftates, and an-
nexed to his demefnes conllderable cities which had be-

longed to them, and had been granted by the pope to

the knights of Rhodes.

Th£
-

Zuritn, 1. j. c. icii

\



TuLK DE VillaRET GrandMaficr, ^j

The coiiJu6l which the kings of Caflile, Arragon
and Portugal, have obfeivcd fince, with regard to

theic new military orders, moft of tliem founded out

of the ruins of that of the templars, fliews. that the ap-

prehendons of the popes Clement V. and John XXII.
were not altogether groundlefs^ For the fuccelfors of
tho/e princes found out a way afterwards to annex
the four grand maftcrfhips of the orders of St. James,
Calatrava, and Alcantara, and of Chrift, to their own
perfons, by the tide of perpetual adminiftrators, which

brought them in ijnmenfe revenues. To make the re-

ligious knights of thefe Spanidi orders fome fort of a-

mends, they obtained from tlie court of Rome, in their

iavoLU', the liberty of marrying, and of leaving off the

regular habit, which they were obliged to wear, and

of u ling in its ftead a plain crofs of gold, with co-

Jours agreeable to the ancient colour of tlieir religious
habits.

Edward II. king of England, aded in a more
noble and difintereded manner with regard to the order

of St. John. The templars, befides a confiderable com-

jnandry which they had in London, enjoyed likewiie

.immenle cftates in all the counties of that kingdom,
and the prior of London fat in parhament as firli

baron of the kingdom. Edward, being informed that

the pope and council had fubftiiuted the knights of

Khodes in the room of the templars*, ordered his offi-

cers, by his writs, the originals of which are flili pre-
ferved in the tower of London, to deliver up the pof-

.ielTion of their eftatesto brother Albert dc Chateaunoir,
or I'Allemand, great commander, and firft in the com-
milfion appointed by the grand mafter and council, to

receive them, in conjanclion with brother Leonard de

Tibertis, prior of Venice, and procurator-general of the

order at the court of Rome. Thai prince, by other

writs ftill prelerved in the fame place, commands all

•fheriffs to aid and adiH: in the execution of his orders,

,to ufe all their authority in behalf of the procurators of

Sr. John and to cau(e, not only the cftates in land,
bat

^
Walfm^- in Edw. II. p. 99..
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but tlie fruits and corn, the produce thereof, to be

delivered to them : a proceednig, that (hews this

prince would take no flidre of the fpoils of the tem-

plars to himfclf, to the prejudice of the knights of

Rhodes.

As for Germany, the hiftorians of that nation re-

late, that pope Clement V. having ient the bull of a-

bolifhing the order of the templars, to the archbifhop of

Mentz to publifh it, that prelate fummoned all his

clergy together, in order to do it with the greater fo-

lemnity ; and that they were ftrangely furprized to fee

the waltgraff, or count Sauvage, one of the principal

of the order, enter into the aflembly, attended by twen-

ty other templars,armed under their regularhabits; and

that the archbifhop, either out of a charitable di^ofi-

tion, or a natural fenfe of fear, received them very ob-

ligingly. They add, that the archbifhop proceeded (b

far, as to invite the count to take a feat in the affem- -

bly ; that the count, on the other hand, declared to

him, that he was not come to do violence to any body
whatibever ; but, that being informed that he was di-

reded to publifli a bull of the pope s againft iheir or-

der, he infilled, that the appeal which they made from

that decree to the next council, and the ibccefTor of

Clement, fliou'.d be received, read and publifhed. The

archbifhop, to elude this demand, anlwered, that he

would confider of it ; but rhe tem,<lars preifed him

(b warmly, that the archbifhop, not thinking it proper
to deny men whom he (aw armed- and in a pafFion,

cau(ed their appeal to be read publicly. He lent it af-

terwards to the pope, who ordered him to have it ex-

amined in a council of his province '. Accordingly a

fynod was called, and after various formalities,

wh'ch were there obferved, the templars of that pro-

vince were declared innocent of the crimes charged up-
on them.

Nevertheless, as this grand order was at length

wholly extind*', we are not particularly acquainted with

what .

• Mutius in Chron. 1. 22.p. 2il.
^i

^ Serrarius in Chion, No^unt. 1. 3.?. 8jO. t/j
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wliat became of their eftates in Germany. All that

appears from the hiliorians of that nation, is, that the

knights of Rhodes, and the Teutonic knights fiiared

them between them'clves^ 'Tis very probable, that

thefe two military orders made afterwards, by way of

rccompence. mutual exchanges of fome of their anci-

ent commandries; for the Teutonic knights are actual-

ly in poilfrffion of the commandry of iViargat. which
the Germans call Mcrgentheim, and the French Mari-

cndal, though it is evident from hiftory, that the hof-

pitallers weie the founders of it ; .Ibme German hofpi-

tallers, after the lois of the old Margat (iruaie in Pale-

(tine, having built it on the iame model, and given it

the name of Margat, or Mergenthcim, wliich iignifies,
the houfe of Mary, to prelerve the memory of a place,
which after ihe lofs ofJerulalem^ was made the chief rc-

^denee of the whole order.

The End of the Fourth Book.

Vol it. I THE
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Knights Hofpitallers
O F

St. JOHN of J E R U S A L E M,

Styled afterwards.

The Knights of Rhodes,

And at prefent.

The KNIGHTS of MALTA.

BOOK V.

THE
conquefl: of the ifle of Rhodes, and the con-

fifcation of the great revenues of the templars,
railed the miilrary order of St. John to a de-

gree of grandeur equal to thac of many
FuLK DE Ibvereigns in Europe Among thr- fe-

VlLLARET. veral illajids called Sporades, this of
Rhodes was the moll conliderable,

both in regard of the fertiliiy of its foil, and of

the (afety of its ports and roads, which drew commerce

and plenty to it from all parts : befides, after the

knights became mailers of it, galleys and Ihips, well

equipped, were lent out from lime to time, to give

chacc to pirates,
and the knights that commanded iholc

iquadrons
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fquadrons enriched themfclves with the prizes which

they took continually From the infidels.

But thefe different (burces of riches, fo advantage-
ous in a Rate purely lecular, weakened inlcnfibly a re-

ligious order. Its temporal power, carried to too great
a length, was tlie occadon afterwards of its weaknefs,
and ihc great revenuCsS, eipeciaily of particular knights,
iatroduced among theyoungefl of the order luxury, ef-

feminacy, and pleafures.
These miiirary religious, upon the return of their

caravans, and after their cruizing, fpent in play, and

often debauchery, what they had acquired in war, and

what they ought, by their profcifion, to have par into

the common trcafury of the order. In vain did the

old commanders, educated in fevere morals, and in an

exadt pradice of the rules of the order, repreient to

them,thatthe templars had been lately ruined by the like

condud : this libertine fet of youths, proud of the re-

putation they daily gained in engagements, fcarce

vouchfafed to give any attention to that terrible and re-

cent example. Thefe young untradable gentlemen
flattered themlelves, that their valour would iup--ly all

the virtues of theirprofcffion ; and wliat was ftiil move

deplorable, the grand mafter himfclf leemed, by his ex-

ample, to authoriie i^o lb ange a change in the morals

of his order.

ViLLARET, blinded with the glory he had lately

acquired by his conqueils, was unable to fupport too

pro/perous a fortune ; he was eager to enjoy the fruit

of his labours, and furrounded, as he always was, with

a croud of flatterers, he fpent his days in an inglorious
(loth: delicacy* and profuienels prevailed at his table :

all the perils of the lea mufl: be templed to provide him
1 2 the

' Delciverat a priftina virtute hofpiialaricrum cquitum prln-

ceps ViiJaretuE, captaque RhcdOj non ad proftjendum Chiifti cul-

tum in Syriam extuleiat mcntem, fed in celiciasabiecerat : pra?-

teritifque inl'olefcens vidloriis, intentufque -privatae rei, publicas
curas ipernebat : quo circa equites, communicato inter ie confjlio,

cuin opprimere ex infidiis adcrti lunt. Rainaidi ad ann. 1317.
n.

3<-.
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the moft exquifite dainties, and the moft dellclou?

wines ; and to (iipply his luxury and extravagance, he

applied to his own u!e the revenues of the vacant coin-

mandries, or clfe, to the iwejudice oFthe moft ancient

knights, he gave tlicm away as a recompcnce to his fa-

vourites, and the minifters of hi.s plealiires With re-

gard to the other knighfs, he aff.ctcd to render himlelf
difficult of accef j and if he vouchlafcd them any audi-

ence, 'twas always in a rude and haughtv manner. The
way of rcmonflrancc was Hi it up to the juftjft complaints,,
and fcarce a knight went from his palace, but with a

lecret indignation.

What heightened the difcontent of the whole body,
was his negleding to pay the debts of the order; and

they complained he let the houfe, the head of the order,
want fiiblKtance and neceilaries. In vain did the old

commanders reprefent to him, that the order was never

richer, nor the maintenance pf the religious more ne

gltdled ; the imperious grand mafter received thele rc-

rnonftranccs as lb many reproaches. His condud, his'

manners, and the form he was for introducing in the

government, were thofe of an abiblute foveieign ; and
he Teemed to make no diftin lion between the knights
them'elves, and the inhabitants of the ifland, and other

iubjeds of the order. But he had a great body of gen-
try to oppole him.

. jMany of the knights, being de-

icended from the beft families of Chriflendom, and'

brought up in republican principles, were ready to

fubmit to an authority founded upon laws, but were

incapable of bearing an odious delpotic power.
The way of private remonftrances not fucceeding

with a fuperior fb proud and haughty, thofe knights,
who pretended to have been any way injured, had re-

courfe to a regular profecution. The grand maftcr,

upon their petition, was fummoned judicially to appear
in council, to give an account of his adminiftration :

he rejedled the /limmons with difdain. The malecon-
tents were not at all dikouraged at it : they alFembled

fecretly together, to confider of the meafures they were
to take, liroiher Maurice de Pagnuc, under colour of

deliver-
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deliverip.g the order from a tyrannical fway, was put
at their head. He was an old commander, pious, ex-

adi in tiie obfervance of his rule, but bitter in his zeal,

and from his own regularity airurned a fort of right to

condemn all the knights that were not as devout as

himfelf. This com.mander, who was naturally rigid

and inflexible, and belddes, had probably his own pri-

vate views in the revolution he was bringing about, re-

prefented to his brother compaifions, that af er having
had in vain recourie to petitioning, and the authority
of the laws for redrefs, they were going infiHibly to fill

under an open tyranny, if they did not take the bold

relblution of arrefting the grand rnafter ; that this at-

tempt, daring and extraorcinary as it might appear,

would, if it lucceeded, be intailibly approved by the

kniehts, even bv flich as were moil indifferent in the

ca(e ;
and if they were once mafters of his per/on, they

might impeach and try him before the council. This

propoCal, tho' violent in its nature, was but the move

agreeable to peribns whole paflions were railed, and

whole reientments ran high j but there were great diffi-

culties in the execution. The principal and wifeft

commanders, tho' dilcontented with the government,
had not yet engaged in theie difputes ; and the grand
mafter, belldes his houfliold, which was numerous,
never ftirred abroad without a train of his creatures,

and a herd of flatterers, who without troubling them-

felves about v/hat is right or wrong, always devote

themfelves to the author and fource of favours.

The malecontents, to furpriie him at a tiine when
he had the fewefl: attendants about him, endeavoured to

bribe one of his valets de chambre, and ofl^ered him a

great llim of money to let them by niglu into his apart-
ment ; but the fervant, faithful to his mafler, inform-

ed him of the propofal that was made him ; and to

heigliten his own zeal and fidelity, exaggerated the

number of the confpiratois, and the danger he was in

of being (eized. The grand mailer, fearing he could

not be fafe in the city, went out, under pretence of

hunting, and made the bed of his way to the caillc of
I 3 Lindus.
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Line] us, of which he took pofTcflion. This cadle is

feated on a hill in the caftern part oFthe ifland, about
ievcn miles From the city oF Rhodes. Befides a good
port wliich is at the Foot oFthe caftle, there is on the

north a large bay, with a clean, firm, and landy bot-

tom ; and a iitile Farther off there is a place called Tri-

anda> or the quarter oF Serpents ; below which is a

very good road, where vcfTels may ride covered From
the ealt and Fouth-eaft winds. Villaret being mafter

oF this caltle, Fupplicd it with troops and provifions,
and at the Fame time had gallics in the port by his or-

ders always equipped and ready to take him on board,
iFhe was too hard preffed by his enemies; and to ftop
the proceedings began againft him, he notified to the

council, that he aj)pealed to the holy fee From every

thing they fhould enad in his abFencc to the prejudice
oF his perfbn and dignity.
But his

flight,
and elpccially the manner in which,

by his fingle authority, he had leized on a ftrong place,
and on the gallies belonging to the order ; the troops
which he had thrown into the place ; tho;e which he
\vas a<ftJally levying in the ifland ; and the arms and

ammunition he was gathering on all fides; this lb exaF-

perated the minds oFthe knights, that the greacefl: part

oFthem, even Fuch as were the moll moderate, and

had not declared themlelves beFore, joined themalecon-

tents. 'Twas like a general conipiracy againfl: the

grand maflier ; they all unanimoufly cried out againft
the tyi ant : and in Fpight oF his appeal to the holy fee,

a majority oF the knights aiTcmbling in a tumultuous

manner, depoled hhn, ck£led Maurice de Pagnac in his

ilead ; and From this precipitate election there arole an

unhappy Ichiihi in the order.

The moll difinterefl:ed knights thought themfelves

obliged to notiFy it to po^ e Jehu XXII. FuccefT;)r to

Clement. They had already prepolf ffc-d that pontiff

about the ill ule that Villaret made oF the revenues

oF the order, and particularly vvith regard to his ne-

gligence iu ac^juiiting
ihc principal and intereil oF the

money
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money that he had borrowed for the enterprile of

Rhodes.
The commanders were the more concerned in this

negligence, in that the iniereit was paid at their ex-

pence, and out ot* their relponlions, which were con-

fide) ably enhanced thereby. The pope, before he

made any determination about fo furpiizing an event,

fent Bernard deMoreze prior of St. Caprais, and i3o.b-

lo his chaplain, as his commiirioners to RiiotJes, to re-

ceive information of the truth of what had^palTed in this

commoiion.

The inftrudlions given to thefe commiilioners were,
that as ibon as they arrived at Rhodes, they fiiouid fjf-

pend the power of the two grand mailers, and (houkl

fignify to them the exprels orderof the holy (ee, to ap-

pear both of them forthwith at the pope's court
; that

they
Iho'jld novify immediately to all the knights, that

in the interim, whiiil this great affair was deciding, the

pope, asfuperior paramount of the order, named brother

Gerard de Pins to govern it. He was an old
knight,

of the language of Provence, of the fame family as the

grand mailer Odo de Pins, much cfteemed for his val-

our and wiidom ; and not caring to declare himieif fo#

cither party, was equally relpecled by both. T he pope
in the fame inlL udlions ordered the commiflioner-s to

feize the money, jewels, and a 1 tlie efTedts of Villaret,
to draw up an authentic account, and an exadl inven-

-

tory of them, and have it (igned by the principal per-
fons concerned ; and that after this previous formaliry,

they fhould remit the whole into the treafury o: the

order, to be employed only in paying the .bankers of

Florence, and all other perlbns who had advanced
the money necelfary for the conqueft of Rhod.es.

T^iE two commiilioners arriving in the iiland^ exe-

cuted the orders given them with great e.\a(51'ne.'s. They
cited the two pretenders to the court of Avignon, and

having made the commander de Pins tobeacknowledg-
cd as iiemenant general of the grand maiterihip, they
communicated to him a particular order given thejn by
the pope in reiaiion to the grand coiiimandry of the

jfie
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iile of Cyprus. That benefice, by the extent of its ter-

ritory, iis jurijciikfiion, and thelaigcneo of its revenues,
was rather a principality than a finiplc co:rj;nandry.
The caftle and town ofColoirjs was the chief place
of that (eignory, which comprehended feveval viUages,
with the caftle and town of Curias, oihcrwa\ s calL^d

Epiicopia; whicli had been formerly the relidence of
the ancient kings of the iile. Villaret, by way of ac-

knowledgment for the pains brother Albert I'Alle-

mand de Chateaunoir had taken for recovering the pof-
icfUons of the templars, had gratified him with that rich

tomnianuryj a dignity after that of grand mafter, and
tlie mod confiderableofany the order had inalltheeaih

Complaint was made to the pope, that the grand ma-
fter had, oat of favour to tlie commander i'Allemand,
taxed it only at thirty thonfand befans d'or (a gold coin

valued at twenty one fbls three deniers) relponfion a

year, whereas all the commanders before had paid fix-

ty thoLifand, by which we may judge of the revenue

of that rich commandry. The pope confented, that

the lieutenant de Pins Ihould leave the commander in

poflefTion of that dignity, upon condition he would

pay to the treafury of the order the fame cplerved rent

of fixty thoufand befans ; but if he made any difficulty
of fb doing, he ordered, that upon his refuial, they
fliould difpole of the commandry to one of the oldell

kniglits, who would comply with exadly paying the

the quit rent upon the ancient foot.

In the mean time the two grand mafters, in obedi-

ence to the pope's orders, let out f:n- Avignon. Vil-

laret was received wherever he paiPcd, and particularly

by Robert king of Sicily, as a great captain, and with

all the good treatment that his reputation dclerved :

every one was touched with his difgrace: nor was his

reception lefs favourable at Rome. Pagnac, his rival

and coiTipctitor, faw plainly that the cliange of place
was no way to his advantage ; they fpoke of nothing
iit the pope's court, but of the valour and con'.jue(b of

Villaret ; whereas himfelf was looked upon as a rebel,

and a ringleader of malecontents.

The
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The pope
•
gave them both feveral audiences, not

only in private, but alfo in the public confiltory. The
mod famous lavvicrs of the court of Avignon were em-

ployed in this great affair. Edvi'ard Dupont, an emi-
nent lavvier, pleaded in favour of Pagnac's eledion :

he repreientcd, that the knights who compoled what

they called at Rhodes the Convent, having, in conie-

quence of the right they had, and of the opinion they
enteitained of the virtue of Viilaret, raifed that knight
to the dignity of grand maficr, they thought they had

good grounds, when they faw him abuie his power,
to refume an authority which that lawier maintained

they had only committed to him in traft, and during
fuch time as he fliould ufe it well. Heinfifted parti-

cularly on the power of the council which had concur-

red in his deg! adation, and which he would have be

regarded as the reprelentative body of the order, and
of a general chapter.
Vi i.L.AREr's lawier, after a fine harangue on the

exploits and conquelb of his client, (b much to the

glory and advantage of the order, and even of all

Chriftendom, demanded, if tlie depoling of him was
the recompenie he ought to expe(5t for them ; and if a

company of mutineers and rebels could be ever autho-

rifed to depole their chief and fuperior, efpecially af-

ter he had prevented lo rafli an enterprife, by an ap-f

peal to the holy lee. And in auiwer to what Pagnac':*
lawier had advanced about the ibvereign authority of
the council, as the reprelentative body of the general

chapter, he exclaimed aloud, that the condition of ihe

grand mafters would be very unhappy, if burdened, as

they were, with the toil bme cares of ihe government^
they were to have nothing but the fatigue and inquie-
tudes of it, wh'lft the members of the council, like a
fet of Ephori, fhould let up them.'elves for rigul judges
and cenlbrs of their conduct. Yet let it be confidered,

fays the lawier, that it is the grand mailers themielves
from whom the knights hold the dignities which give
them a leat in council 3 and whether it be fitting that

the
»

John XXII.
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the fate of chiefs fiiould depend upon their creatures,
and that they Oiould be obliged to tremble before the
woik of their own hands.
Thou gh iheie reafons in a republican government

were more pompous than (olid, yet the pope, olTendcd
at the little rcfrard that Pagnac's party had fhown to
the appeal of V'illaret, inclined iccrctly to his fide.

The cardinals, and
particularly the courtiers, who ne-

ver fail to find out the diipofitions of their mafter,
blamed openly the precipitation with which they had

depofed the grand mafter. Pagnac fluv plainly, thro'

the difcourles fpread on this
fubjecfl, that he fnould ne-

ver obtain a confirmation of his elcdion. The fear of

leeing it vacated, by a foleiiin judiciary fentence, and
the 'ad idea of

falling thereby again under the power
of a mighty and inccnled enemy, threw him into a

deep melancholy : he quitted the court and retiied to

Montpeiier, where he fell fick, and after languiflilng
for iomc months, had there a period put to his life and
ambition.

His death delivered the pope from the trouble of

pronouncing a judicial fentence in lb delicate an aiTair.

The poniiii, to preferve always a (libordhiation, began
with re-edablifliing Villaret in all the functions of his

dignity ; but as he had obferved a vafl: deal of relent-

ment and animolity in the contrary party, before he
took off the fufpeiifion which his commiiTioners had

fignified to the grand mafter, it was agreed privately
with him, that after he had refumcd the government of
his order, for a certain limited time, he (hould make a

reilgnaiion, as of himfelf, to the holy lee, and be provid-
ed with a great priory, which he fhould enjoy with an
entire independence on his fucceiTor, and even without

being obliged to contribute to the charges and refpon-
fions of the order ; which, after feveral changes ofpri-
ories and many difficulties, was at lad entirely finiilicd

about A. D. 1323. Villaret, after his abdication, re-

tired to the caftle of Teiran, which belonged to one of
his lifters. He died there four yeai's afterwards, and
ill A. D. 1327, his corps was interred in the church of

great
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great St.John at Montpelier, in a marble tomb, round

which there is an infcription
*

mentioning his quality,

without taking notice of his abdication.

WtiiLST the order was infcfted with thefe divifi-

ons, Orchanes or Urcham Gazi, Ion and fucceflbr to

Oihoman, thought it a favourable juncture to drive the

knights out of the ifle of Rhodes. This young prince,
in the life of the fultan his father, had a great hand in

his conquefts. He was the ablefl: of his generals, and

the moft certain inftrument of his vidories. The fove-

reign power to which he arrived, upon the death of

Oihoman, ferved only to inflame his courage. He was

always revolving new conquefts in his mind ; he palT-

ed all the icalons of the year in the field, living with

his foldiers in his camp like one of themfelves, and as

if they had been his brethren or his children ; and in the

greatcft dangers he fhewed them a coufidence that was

equally honourable to the prince and his troops. His

capacity was not at all inferior to his valour. Few fove-

reigns ever equalled him in the art of letting the princes
his neighbours at variance. He never fa' led to de-

clare hi.nlelf for the weaker fide againil :he (bonger,
the more cafily to crulh both at lalt. 'Twas by this

policy, rather than the valour of his troops, that he
made himfelf mafter of Mylia, Lycaonia, Phrygia and
Caria. out of which he drove moft of the petty pr'nces,
who had (hired with his father Othoman the territo-

ries of the laft fultan of Iconium of the Sclgeucidian
race, their mafter and ibveieign
The nearnefs of the ifle ot Rhodes, which is only

feparated from Caria by a pretty narrow channel, de-

termined him to attempt the conqueft of it. He thought
'himfelf fo lure of it, upon the advice he had received

of the diviiions in the order, that he refolved to tranf-

fport

'
»• Anno Domini M.CCC.XXVII. die fcilicet prima Septem-

bris, obiit nobilifiimus dominus frater Folquetus deViliaveto, ma-
gifter magni hofpitalis facrae domus fandU Joannis EapaftseHie-
rofolymitani, cujus anima requiefcat in pace. Amen. Die pro mc
Pater nofter, Ave Maria,
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port thither in pcrlbn a colony of Maliome-

1:21. tans, Turks, Arabians, or Saracens; and they

pretend*, that he chofe for this piirpoic moft of

the families which the knights, upon the conq eft of

Rhodes, had drove out of the ifland; and who, under

the prote<5lion of the fultan fla tered them elves with

re-entering into pofTeirion, and icttling again in it. Or--

chanes left the old men, the women and children, in

the little ifle of Epiicopia, which he made himlclf ma-

iler of in his way ; he then ftood away with his fleet

toward Rhodes. They relate, that he had no lefs than

fourfcore flutes, brigantines, or flat-bottomed velTels of

different bulk, moft of them laden with land forces,

with which he intended to form the fiege of the city of

Rhodes.
Gerard de Pins, before mentioned, whom the

pope had made lieutenant-general of the whole order,

having advice of the defign of this infidel prince, and

that his great armament was intended againft Rhodes,
did noi think it proper to expedl the enemy in the

iflai:id. Unluckily moft of the gallies and veffels of the

order were out a cruifing ; there were only four gal-
lies left in the pert, with fome frigates, flutes, and

merchant fliips,
but they were fortimately joined by

fix Gcnoele gallies, which put inro the port of Rhodes,
in 'heir return from the coafts of Cilicia and the lefler

Armenia, where they traded. A\\ the knights that

were in the ifland, the (bldiers, and even inhabitants,

able to bear arms, were put on board this little fleet.

The commander de Pins mounted on board the admi-

ral, and as he was an excellent feamon, getting the

wind of the Turks, he attacked ihem boldly. The in-

fidels were fuperior in number of veftels ; they had

the like advantage in the land forces which they had

on boaid, but they were all loldiers, altogether unfit

for iea eiigagements. The knights, on the contrary,
inured to that way of fighting worked their (hips with

fo miuh skill, that they lunl: part of the enemy's fri-

gates and flat bottomed vcirels, and took a great num-
ber

• Giovan. Villani. 118.
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ber of prifoneis. Orchanes was only beaten by fancy-

ing himfelf invincible through the number and valour

of his troops ; but he had only tried them upon land,

and he found enemies at Tea, whole capacity and skill

were fuperior to ail his forces. The general of the or-

der having routed their fleet, made a dei'cent in the

iflc of Epilcopia, where, as we faid before, Orchanes

had landed a great number of Turkifli families, which
he defigned for peopling the ifle of Rhodes. The
Chriftian general, to cut ofFthis root of war, and take

from thele infidels (the old inhabitants of Rhodes)
all hopes of re-eftabliihing themfelves there, put to the

fword all that he found in arms, and the old men, wo-
men and children were, by his order, fold for flaves.

As the grand mafterfiiip was vacant by the abdica-

tion of Villaret, the pope conveened, in his palace in

Avignon, the priors and knights that were at his court,

or in the provinces near Avignon: and when they
were arrived, he exhorted them to concord, and to fa-

crifice their private relentment to the general good of

the order. All thefe knights (hut themlelves up af-

terwards in a ibrt of conclave, to proceed to the elec-

tion of a new grand matter; and after invocation of the

Holy Ghoft, and a mature deliberation,
the choice of the affembly fell upon bro- He lion
ther Helion deViileneuve, whom the pope DE Vi l-

favoured openly ; and his recommendati- leneuve.
on, very little diiferent from an order,
had a great influence in the eledion, which
he confirmed afterwards by an authentic bull, 1323.
bearing date A. D. 1 323. Others pretend, that

this connrmation was a meer nomination, derived from
the fble authority of the pope.
The new grand mafler was not ungrateful ; and

to fhow his acknowledgement to the pontilT, he fold

him Ibme houfcs which the order poireiTed in

the city of Cahors, and fome large efcates in 1^24,
land, in the adjacent parts, which the pope, a

native of that city, made a purchafe of in favour of his

family, which he had a mind to raife out of the obfcu-
Vol. II. K

jjty
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lity it was buried in. His father, whofe name was
Arnaud d'OlFa or Deufll, was but a poor coblcr. The
merit of his fon, and his extraordinary knowledge in

civil and canon law, railed him to the dignity of car-

dinal. That dignity did not make him forget the

meanncfs of his birth ; he lived with the other cardi-

nals as with his mafters, fober, frugal and modeft ;

one could hardly, even by his drefs, diftinguifh any
marks of a dignity, which appeared entirely indifferent

to him. Such was this cardinal at the death of Cle-

ment V. The cardinals were two years before they
could agree on the perlbn they would chufe pope.

They at tivll ufTembled atCarpentras; but the cardinals

of Aqiiitain, tired out with the length of the conclave,

got their lervants to fet fire to it, upon which they dil-

perfed, and could not afterwards be got together a-

gain. Philip, count of Poitiers, brother to Louis Hu-
tin king of France, having, by addrefs, and under va-

rious pretences, drawn twenty three of them to Lions,

engaged them to (hut themlelves up in a conclave ; but

as the fadions were ftill as warm as ever, and they
could not agree, they rciblved at laft, if we may be-

lieve Villani and St. Antonin, to refer themfelves by
way of compromife to the Ible nomination which car-

dinal d'OUii would make of a pope ; out of a perfua-
fion thatib good a man, fo difinterefted, and one who,
in the midft of all the cabals had always remained neu-

ter, could not but make a good choice. But the can-

didates and heads of parties were ftrangely furpriled,

when the cardinal, by virtue of the power they had

conferred upon him to chule a pope, named himlelf,

and with a clear, flrong, and audible voice, pronounc-
ed thefe words, Ego lum papa, 'tis I that am pope.

Yet, as the compromife was made in all the requifitc

formalities, they were obliged to acknowledge him,
and at the ceremony of his coronation he took the

name cf John XXII. 'Tis .thus that the hiftorians a-

bove recited relate tliis event, though the emperor
Louis of Bavaria, his enemy, and ihe partizans of that

prince, in the writings which they publilhcd after-

wards.
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^^'ards, with fo much virulence againft: this pontiiF,

never reproached him with this fetch, the reiblc oi"' lb

lefined an ambition.

The grand mafter was too m ich devoted to this

pope to quit his court in halle. He (laid there, or in

the neighbourhood, near four years. During that time,

in order to remedy (bme abafes that had crept into the

order, he called a general chapter at Montprller. It

nnid be owned that the grand malter Viilaret had done

much lefs injury to the order by his profulcnels than

by the loo'enefs he occafioned in the regular difcipline.

Upon annexing of the great revenues of the templars
to the order of St. John, mofi: of the knights wereiii-

vefted with command ries. Thefe new commanders,
thole efpecially which abode in E'lrope, applying
themlelves to find out the ancient pofleffions ofthe tem-

plars, or elie to make the moft oFthem, difben-'ed with

themlelves, under favour of the d'vifions thai then

reigned in tlie order, from relidingat Rhodes, and even

from paying that obedience which rhey owfd to the

grand mafter and the council. Tvloft oF them attached

themlelves either to the court of Rome or to that of

their particular ibvereigns ; and theie loofe religions
courted the protedf'on of lecular princes, to make ule

of it as a fuccour and protedllon againll the orders of

their lawful lupeiors, and particularly to excule them-

lelves from rcftdinfr at Rhodes, in the chief houfe of

the order, which appeared to them no better than as a

place of banilhment.

The chapter faw with grief, that a military order,

founded and eltablilhed in the Holy Land and in the

call, was dilperled and burled as it were, in difterent

commandries in Europe ; and, to draw the knightsfrom
thence, and bring them back to their principal houie,
declared all incapable of any dignity of the order, who
had not kept an a6l:ual refidence there for a certain num-
ber of years ; daring which refidence, they mud like-

ways have lerved in the wars, and on board the vel-

lels of the order. As to the grand crofTes, and knights
who were invellcd with the principal dignities

of the

K 2 order,
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order, the chapter named eight conventual baillils,

who were in that quality to have feat in the council,
of which the grand maftcr was the head aud prcfident,

by a right infcparably annexed to his dignity. Yet he
had hut one voice more than any other counfellor or

pilier, as they are called even to this i^i^. By this

nomination, the bailitfs were obliged to relide at

Rhodes.

TiiEY maintain that this was the chapter in which

they divided the body of the order into diiferent lan-

guages cr nations, and annexed particular dignities to

each language, and fixed the commandries of each na-

tion J which commandries were likeways diftiibuted

between the priories whereon they depended.

1329. it was refblved likeways, that the grand maftcr

fliould every ten years hsve the nomination of
two vacant commandries in each priory, preferably
to the courfe of each language which was beginning
to be fettled ; aild that every prior, after the language
was filled up, might name once in five years to a vacant

commandry in his priory, provided he had m.ade the

necefTary improvem.ents,and owed nothing to the com-
mon treafure of the refponfions of his dillridt; as may
be feen in the trcatife of the government of the order,
which will be publiihed in the laft volume of this

work.
The grand maftcr, after the conclufion ofthis chap-

ter, prepared to iet out for Rhodes, and was come as

far as Marleiiles, where he was to embark, when he

was detained by a long and dangerous illnels, which
held him near two years, as we learn from a letter of
the pope in the fixteenth year of his pontificate. In

fine, the grand mafter having recovered his

1332. ftrength, embarked with a great number of

knights, and arrived happily at Rhodes about

A. D. 1312.
Th at ifland, by the divifions rifcn in it, and by the

long ftay that the grand mailers had made in France,
was much declined in its power and ftrength. Moft:

of the commanders had, under different pretences, re-

tire«l
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tired to their relpective countries and commandries.

The want of pay had greatly weakened the gairifon
of the city, and there were breaches in leveral places
of the walls. The grand mafter was no iboner land-

ed, but he made in perlbn an exact viiit of all the out-

works of the place ; he caufed reparations to be m.ide

in all places that wanted them, and the city and whole
iiland were indebted to him for a baftion or bulwark
whitli he built at his own expence before one of the

fuburbs. To this precaution he added that ofa nu-

merous garrilbn, which he maintained conftantly at his

own expence, beiides a great number of knights, which
his prelence, and yet more his benefadions, drew to

Rhodes.

He oblerved the fame condufl in refjjedl to the iiles

and other places that depended on Rhodes. Commif-
lioiiers well qualified for the office viiited them by his

order, and provided for the fortifying of fuch places
as might beinfulted ; and the grand mafter lent knights,
eminent for their valour and experience, to command
in thefe iflands, who, by fignals or light barks, gave
him notice of whatever appeared in thofe leas. The
navy of the order, under 'io vigilant an head, recover-

ed its ancient reputation ; and belides the fquadrons
of the order, the principal and riclieft commanders fit-

ted out gallies at their own expence. The corfairs

durft appear no more ; and the ifland of Cyprus, and
the lelfer Armenia, whole coafts were often infefted

by thole pirates, were freed from them by the protec-
tion of the flag of St. John.

If the Chriftian ftates in the neighbourhood of theie

knights derived fuch advantages from their vicinity,
the inhabitants of Rhodes iifelf, and elbeciallv the

poor, felt the more immediate effefts of the grand ma-
iler's care. Under lb wile a government, there was
not an unhappy perlbn to be leen in all the iHes of the

order. The poor did not v/ant a necelTary fubfidence.

The fick were put in, a large and magnificent holpital,
where all the aiTiftances necelTary, either for the wants
of the body or for thofe of the foul, were abundantly

* K 3 provided
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provided for them. The grand mafter had re-animat-
ed the zeal of his knights by his own example ; and it

may be laid, that .is long as he lived, he dilcharged

perfectly well the functions, and jurtly merited the title

of guardian of the poor, which had been annexed to

his dignity, ever fince the foundation of the order. ^

*TwAs out of the lame fpirit of charity, and from the

like and prudential motives, that he forbad all the

,knights,on pain of degradation, to offer to fight the ler-

pent or crocodile, a fort of amphibious animal, which
lived and {tdi in the marflies, and on the fides of the ri-

rers. This crocodile was of a monftrous fize, did a

Tad deal of mifchief in the ifland, and had even de-

voured Ibme of the inhabitants. For the underfland-

ing fo extraordinary an incident, which Ibme authors

have treated as fabulous, we (hall barelv relate what

hiftory acquaints us with on that fubjjcft, and leave

the reader to judge of fo extraordinary an event, ac-

cording to his underftanding, and the probability he

may find in our narration.

The haunt of this furious animal we are (peaking
•f, was in a cavern leated on the edge of a marfli at the

foot of mount St. Stephen, two miles from the city.

He went often out to leek his prey. He eat fheep,

cows, and lometimes horfes, wen they came near the

water and edge of the marfh. They complained like-

ways that he had devoured Ibme young Ihepherds that

Vv'tTc keeping their flocks. Several of the braved

knights of the convent, at different times, and un-

known to each other, went fmgly out of the city in

order to kill him, but none of them ever came back,

As the ufe of fire arms was not then invented, and the

skin of this kind of monfter was covered with fcales

that were j)roof againfl:
the keeneft arrows and darts,

their arms, if we may (b fpeak, not being equal, the

ferpent Ibon difpatched them. This was the motive

which engaged the grand mafter to forbid the knights

attempting any more an entcrpriie that fecmcJ above

ail human ftrcngth.
They



He L I o N DE Vi L LE X E u V E Grand Mafer. 1 1 %

They all obeyed him, except one knight of the

language of Provence, named Dieu-donne de Gozon,

vvho^ in breach of this prohibition, and without being
daunted at the fare of his brother companions, formed

fecretlythe defign of lighting this voracious bealtjrefolv-

ing to periili in it, or deliver the ifle of Rhodes. This

reibluiion is generally afcribed to the intrepid courage
ofthekniaht; tho' others pretend, that he was Tike-

wile pu(hed on to it by the Ringing invedlives with

which his courage had l)een infidted at Rhodes ; be-

caufe having gone feveral times out of the city to fight

thelerpent,he had contented himieif with taking a view

of it at a diftance, and had thereby employed his pru-
dence more than his valour.

Whatev/iP. were the motives that determined the

knight to try this adventure, he, to begin the executi-

on of his proje(5t, went into France, and retired to

the caftle of Gozon, which is ftill (landing in the pro-
vince of Languedoc; and having obferved that the fer-

pent he had a mind to attack had no fcales under the

belly, he formed the plan of his enterprile upon that

obiervaiion.

He cauied a firfijreof thismonftrous bead to be made
in wood or paftboard, according to the idea he had

prefcrved of it, and took particular care to imitate the

colour of it. He afterwards taught two young bull

dogs to run when he cried out, and throw themfelves

under the beliv of that terrible creature, whilft him-
felf mounted on horfeback, clad in armour, with his

Tance in his hand, pretended at the iame time to firike

at it in ieveral places. The knight fpent leveral months

ufing this exerciic every day, and as ibon as he found
his dogs perfed in this way of fighting, he returned to

Rhodes. He was fcarce arrived in the ifland, when,
without communicating his defign to any body whatlb-

ever, he made his arms be carried
privately near a

.church fituated on the topof the mountain of St. Ste-

phen, where he came attended only by two (ervants,
whom he had brought from France. He went into the

church; and after recommeoding himlclf to God, took

his
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his arms, mounted on horflback, and or-deied his ^qx-

vants,if he perilhcd in the combat, to return to France;
but to come up to him, it'they j^rccived he had either

killed the ferpent, or was wounded himlclf'. He
tli^n

went down the mountain with his two dogs, advanc-

ed ftraight
to the marfli, and the haunt of the lerpent,

who, at the noile that he made, ran with open mouth
and eyes darting lire to devour him. Gozon gave it a

ftroke with his lance, which the thicknels and hard-

reis of its fcales made of no effed. He was preparing to

redouble his ilroke, when his hor!e, frighted with thr

hiiTing andfmellof the ferpent, refufes to advance, re-

tires back and leaps afide, and would have been the

occafion of his mafter's deflrudicn, if he, with great

prefence of mind, had not thrown himielf off. Then

taking his fword in his hand, and attended by his two
faithful dogs, he immediately comes up to the liorri-

ble beaft, and gives him leveral (bokes in different

places ; but the hardnels of the fcales hindered them
from entering, and the furious animal, with a flroke of

his tail, threw him on the ground, and would infallibly

have devoured him, if his two dogs, according as they
had been taught, had notfeized the ferpent by the belly,
which they tore and mangled with their teeth, with-

out his being able, tho' he ftruggled with ail his

ftrength, to force them to quit their hold.

Th e knight, by help ofthis fuccour, gets up, and join-

ing his dogs, thrulls his fword up to the hilt,
^^"^ in a place that was not defended by fcales: he

there made a large wound, from whence a deluge ofblood

flowed out. The monfter wounded to death, tumbles

on the knight and beats him down a fecond time, and

would have flifled him by the prodigious weight and

bulk of its body, if the two fervants who had been

fpeflators of the combat had not, feeing the lerpent

dead, lun into the relief of their mafler. They found

him in a fwoon and for fometime thought him dead ; but

having with great difHculry drawn iiimfrom under the

ferpent, to give him room to breathe,in cale he was yet

alive, they next took off his helmet, and after thro\ying
a little water upon his face, he at lafl opened his eves.

The
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The Erfi: fpe^lacle, and the mod: agreeable one that

could offer itlelf to his fight, was that of leeing his ene-

my (lain, which was attended with the fatitFadion of

having fucceeded in fo difficult an enterprife, in wliich

many ofhis brother companions had loll their lives.

No fooner was the fame of his victory and the /er-

pent's death proclaimed in the city, but a crowd of in-

habitants thronged out to meet him. The knights
conducted him in triumph to the grand mafter's palace;
but in the midft of their acclamations the conqueror

was infinitely furprifed, when the grand mafler look-

ing upon him with indignation, demanded of him, if

he did not know the orders he had given againft attack-

ing that dangerous bead, and if he thought they might
be violated with impunity. Immediately this iliict ob-

fcrver of dilcipline, without vouchfanng to hear him,
or being moved in the leaft by the intercefllons of the

knights, fcnt him
dire<51:ly to prifon. He next con-

vened the council, where he reprerented,that the order

could by no means dilpenfe with inflicting a rigorous

puniflimcnt on fo notorious a diiobedience, that was
more prejudicial to difcipline,than the lifeof ieveral ier-

pents would have'been to the cattle and inhabitants of

that quarter of the iiland ;- and like another Manlius,
he declared his opinion was, that the viclory (hould

be made fatal to the conqueror. But the council pre-

vailed,thathe fiiould be only deprived of the habit of the

order ; in fliort, the unfortunate knight was ignomini-

oufly degraded, and there was but a (hort interval be-

tween his
vi(5lory and this kind of punifliment, which

he found more cruel and levere than death itfelf.

But the grand mafter, after having by this cliaftife-

ment performed the obligations due to the perlervation
of difcipline, returned to his natural temper, which was
full of Iweetnefs and good nature : he was pleafed to

be pacified, and managed things in fuch a manner as to

make them intreat him to grant a pardon, which he

would have foUicited himlelf, if he had not been at the

head of the order. At the prelTing inilanccs made him

by the principal commanders^ he reftored him to the

habit
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habit and his favour, and loaded him with kindnefics :

all this was not to be compared to the unfeigned

praifes of the people, who difpofe ablblutely of glory ;-

whilH: princes, how potent focver they be, can only
liave the difpofal of the honoi'.rs and dignities of the

ft-ate.

Thf.y fet up the head of this ferpent or crocodile

over one of the gates of the city, as a monument of

Gozon's vi(ftory. Thevenot * in the relation of his

travels, fays, that it was there in his time, or at leaft

the effigies of it ; that he himleif had feen it there ;

that it was much bigger and larger than that of an horfe,

its mouth reaching from ear to ear, big teeth, large eyes,
theholesof the noftrils round, and the skin ofa whitifh

grey, occalioned perhaps by the dufi which it gather-
ed in courfe of time.

We fliall be lefs farprifed at To extraordinary an in-

cident, if we reflect, that the ifie of Rhodes was anti-

ently called Ophiufa, from the Grek word o:pK, which

ffgnifies a ferpent, from the great number of thole rep-
tiles which infefted that illand. Hyginus a Greek hi-

ftorian rebates upon the tellimony of Polyzelus a Rho-

dian, that a Thcfialian, fon of Triopas, or of Lapithas

according to Diodorns Siculus, having been thrown by
a ftorm upon the coaft of Rhodes, happily exterminat-

ed thofe milchievous animals ; that Phorbas among the

rert killed one of them of a prodigious bignels, which

devoured the inhabitants. The learned Bochart pre-
tends, that the Phoenicians called thisidand by the name

ofGefirath-Rod, i. e. the ille of Serpents ; Gefirath,

according to that author, being a term common to the

Phcenicians, Syrians, Arabians and Chaldeans, for fig-

uifying an ifland, and Rod in the Phoenician tongue,

(ignifying a ferpent ; lb that joining thefe two words

together, they formed that of Gelirath-Rod, whence
the Greeks afterwards made that ofRhodes, which the

iflc has prefcrved to this day. But without dwelling

upon a point of antiquity ib very remote from us, per-

liaps fach as have criticiied upon this palfage of the

niodeni
*£cition de 1637.
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modem hiftory of the i fie of Rhodes, have not conll-

dercd a like event that happened in Africa, vvhilft At-

tilius Regulus commanded the Roman army there, and

was making war againft the Carthaginians ; and I do
not think it foreign to my fubjeifl, to give an exa<5l re-

lation of what the hiftorians of that nation tell us of a

ierpent ftill more monftrous and terrible than that kil-

led by the knight de Gozon.
The Roman army, fay thefe writers, was encamp-

ed in Africa near the river Bagradas. The foldiers go-

hig to the water were attacked and devoured by a ler-

pent which hindered them from coming near it. He
had (\vallowed up (everal with his dreadful mouth ;

others were killed with the ladies of his tail, and fe-

veral died merely by the infe(5tion of his breath. In a

word, he gave fo much trouble to Regulus, that that

general was obliged to employ his legions againft the

monfter, to try which fliould be mailer of the rivero

But as the ferpent, by reafon of the hardnefs of his

Icales, was impenetrable to all the javelins of the fol-

diers, they had recourfe to their military engines ;

they befieged him as they would have done a fortrefs ;

they hurled ftones and flints againft him at a diftance ;

at laft, after abundance of fatigue and fweat, a ftone of

extraordinary fize, thrown from the ftrongeft machine,
ftruck him by good fortune, broke his back bane and

killed the terrible monfter.

Regulus, as great a general as he was, fay thefe

hiftorians, did not think the skin of this monftrous ani-

mal unworthy of being fent to Rome : it was a hund-
red foot long, and they hung it up in a temple, as a

monument of his vidlory, and it remained there till the

Numantine war. Thus it is that Florus, Valerius

Maximus, Orofius, Aulus Gellius and Zonaras relate

this matter.

I DO not maintain that there has been no exagger-
ation in the length of the African (erpent, nor aifert

every thing that is told of the monftrous bulk of the

a'ocodile of Rhodes ; but what appears certain from
the hiftorians of that time, from tradition, and even

from
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from infcriptions and authentic monuments, is, that

Gozon killed a terrible animal, and by that adioii

acquired a great reputation, elpecially with the

people of Rliodes, who looked upon him as their de-

liVerei-.

The grand mailer, to make him fome amends for

the mortification he had given him, conferred rich

eomm.indrics upon him : he took him afterwards to

be near his perfon,. and finding a prudence in him e-

qual to his bravery, he made him at lad his lieutenant

general ?a the government of the iflanci ; from an opi-
nion he had that fo valiant and refolute a knight, who
had expoied his life (b generoufly for the fafely of the

inhabitants of the ille, would, in cafe of war or furpri/e,

defend them better than any bo^y elle againft all the

attempts of the infidels.

Those Barbarians, informed of the forces and vigi-
lance of the grand mailer, and difcouraged by the ill

fucce(s of their arms, left ofFtheir ufual roving and pil-

laging for a time. Rhodes and the other illes of the

order enjoyed a profound peace for feveral years. This
,

fecurity proved in the end prejudicial to the order:

they firted out fewer veiTels ; their fea affairs were ne-

glefled; mod of the knights, finding no employment
for their arms, returned into their own country ; and

feveral commanders, thofe efpecially of the kingdoms
of the north

,
under pretence of this apparent calm,

negle<fled to pay their refponlions. This difobedience

arole from the expence the(e commanders made in their

provinces. Mofl of them kept little corrclpondence
with the chief houfe of the order : they leemed to

look upon themfelves as proprietors of their command-*-

ries, and inftead oi the novices and private knights
which every commander was obliged to maintain in

his houfe, and educate in the fpirit
of the order, nothing

was {e.tx\ but a worthlefs crowd of valets and hunting

equipages. The relations tooof thegreatefl partof thele

commanders often confumcd the bread of the poor, and

the revenues appointed for the defence of the Chriftian

dominions.

The
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The people who ufed toiee their predeceiTors live

like true religious, were foon fcandalized at a life To

entirely fecular. Some good men complained of it to

pope Benedid XIT. wlio had lately fucceeded John
KXII. They represented to him that the hofpitallers,

by inheriting theimmenle revenues of the templars, had
like them fallen into luxury, and been infeded with
the dangerous and contagious corruptions that arife

from great riches ; that whilft the templars fubfiftedy
the emulation betweeii, thelc two military orders engag-
ed them both to vie with one another in armaments and

enterprifes always ufeful to Chriftianity ; but that fincc

the extindion of that order, the commanders of the or-

der of hofpitallers, whole thoughts Vv'^ere taken up with
their pleafures. Teemed to fhun danger, and negleded
the convoy and defence of the pilgrims that went out
of devotion to the holy Land. Some fecret enemies of
the hofpitallers, or rather fome greedy courtiers, fuch

as are always grafping at other people's fubftance, and
bent upon enriching themfelves, prouo/ed to the pope,
to refume the eftates of the templars out of the hands
of the hofpitallers ; others lefs felf-interefled were of

opinion, that they fhould be employed in the foundati-

on of a new military order. The pope, without en-

tering into thefe different projeds, to re- animate the

courage of the hofpitallers, defigncd to bring them into

a league he was forming againfl the Turks, who were,

growing every day more formidable ; but his death,
which happened a little time afterwards, prevented the
execution of his projed.
Some African corfairs having at the fame time made

defcents upon the coafts of the ifles of Cyprus and
Candia, and ravaged thofe of the Archipelago, which
wei-e lefs able to make a defence, fnruifhed occaGon
for new complaints againft the hofpitallers . They re-

prefenied to Clement VI. fucceiTor to Bencdid XII.
that the Chritlians of the Levant were abandoned as a

prey to the infidels, whilfl: moft of the knights being
retired in the weft, either upon their commandrics, or
at the courts of Chriilian princes, were taken up witk
Vol IL L

nothing
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notliing but thdr pleafuves, or the care of amafling
wealth ; and that the grand maftcr and the knights that

continued with him at Rhodes, lecured from the infults

of th.e Barbarians by the fortifications of the place, liv-

ed in an utter indllference of what pafTed at lea. What

gave weight to thele complaints and murmurs of the

public, was, that ibme chaplains, religious of the order,

and fome of its Efquires or ferving brothers, had fent

iccrct memorials to the court of Avignon againft the

grand mailer and the knights, complaining, that ia

midit of the luxury and effeminacy waierein they lived,

they were not aHiamed to let them want cloaths, and

the necclfary iliftenance of life. The pope teazed with

thele complaints, wrote about them to the grand ma-

iler in fliarp and reproachful.terms.
*' We are informed, fays the pontiff to him, by

*'
perfons of merit and diflinclion, that it is the com*

*' mon lentiment of the cleigy, and indeed of all the
<* Chriflian world, that you and your brother com-
*'

panions fcarce make any good u(e of the immenfe
*< eftates you poifefs, as well on this fide as beyond
<* the fea. Thoie who have the adminiftration of
<^ them nde, fay they, fine horlcs, make good chcar,
" are richly drelfed, are ferved in gold and (liver,

" keen abundance ofdogs and hawks for hunting and
'

<^
game, lay up great trealbres, give little alms, and

*'
negledt the dctcnce of the ChrilVians, efpecially of

" thole beyond lea. For this realbn it has been un-

«' der confidcration, whether it would not be proper
« for the holy fee to inflitute a new military order, and

*' endow it with part of your revenues, in order to

'' raile and keep up a laudable emulation between the

'^ two orders, as there was formerly between you and

<^ the templars: this however we have not yet thought
*<

fit to put in execution, out of the juft confidence we
<^ have that you will immediately reftore the antient

<<
difcipline,

and make a general reformation of man-
« ners in your order."

The pope in the fame letter adds, that he had advice,

the Turks were making great preparations for the con-

qucft
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quefl of all Romania. 'Tis not clear, whether by
that term he meant only the province which bears that

name, or whether, according to the Turkilli and Ara-

bian ufe of the exnrdTion, he comprehended under

that name all the ftates which compofed at' that time

what they called in the caft the Roman empire ; an

enterpriie, fays the ponrifF, which woald dr^i^v along
with it the utter ruin of the Chrif]:ian Ysl^on. ,

The

pope added farther, that in order to prevent fo terrible

a calamity, he had formed the plan of a naval arma-

ment, compoied of the galliesof le^'eral princes, that

(hoald keep the fea, and might join and a<5t in concert,

either to hinder the defcent of the Barbarians^ or to

carry fuccours to fuch places as {hould be attacked ;

that the king of Cyprus had agreed to furnifh for his

quota four galiies, and the reprblic of Venice five;

that he ordered the knighis of Rhodes to put fix to fea,

and the holy fee would mainta'n four. *'

Though,
"

fays the pontiff, we have had remondrances made
'* us by leveral of our brethren the cardinals, that your
^' order was rich and powerful enough, not only to

^' fave the holy fee the charges of this armametit, but

^'
alfotoput a whole flset to lea at their own expence;

*' and that there was in your treafury more gold and
''

filver than could be found in that of any Chriftian

"
prince whatever, without reckoning the confiderable

" fums which your priors and commanders are Icrap-
*'

ing together for themlelves." The pope conclud-

ed tins letter with telling tlie grand mafter. that the

church was but ibnily editied with the particular en-'

:mities of the knighis between one another j adding at

lad, that complaints had been made to the holy lee that

they were negligent in providing for the ilibfiftence of

the chaplains and ferving brothers.

Tho' the grand mafter law plainly they had impof^
ed on the pope's zeal for religion, by the exaggeration
iTiadeof the liches of the order, yet, like a true reli-

gious, he refolved to obey. They fitted out immedi-

ately fix gallies in the port of Rhodes j ar]d for their

maintenance and expence, he, by the advice, and in

L 2 concert
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concert with the fovereign council, appropriated a'par-

tjcular fund, arifing from the fucceiTion of commanders

deceafed, viz. the rights of mortuaries and vacancies.

The mortuary, as is pradifed even now, was levied

upon the revenues of the commandry, from the day of

the commander's deceafe till May lirfl: next enfuing,
and from that day the vacancy commenced, and held

till May thefiift of the following year ; before that

time the new commander could not enter upon the en-

joyment of the revenues of the commandry.
The grand mafter and council made afterwards fe-

veral regulations for the reformation of manners, efpe-

cially in refpe^fi to the provinces of the weft. The

knights were among other things forbid to wear cloth

that coft more than, two florins a canne, a meafure

which inlc;veral provinces of France contains two thirds

more than the ell of Paris. And by the fame regula-
tion they were forbid the ule of delicious wines,
and the having more kind of meats than one on the

iame day : a wife and ufeful diicipline ; and happy
3t were for the order, was it to be revived m our

days.
Three * vidtors were appohited to carry thefe re-

gulations to the pope, to deiire him to add or retrench

as he fhould fee ntting, and invcft the commiffioners

"ivhlch ihey lent with his apoftolicai authority, that they

might be in a condition to inforcea more exai^l obferv-

ance of them.

The pope was exceedingly moved andaffe<5led with

the gland matter's ready obedience ; and to fhow the

like generous care of the common caule, he fitted out

the four gailies that he was to furnifli for his quota,
to which thole of the king of Cyprus, the order of St.

John and republic of Venice joined themfelves, under

the general command of a Genoefe captain, Gingarrla

by name. This little fleet kept the fea all the fummer,
but without attempting any thing anfwcrable to their

Ilrength,

* Odo de Montaigu prior of Auvergne, Efnaid d'Albarno prior
of Capua, Peter PUntin prior of the church.
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ftrcngth, and the expence the allies were at for this ar-

mament. The Genoefe general, more mindful of his in-

tereft than his glory, made ufe of his authority to load

the gallies with divers forts of merchandize, and em-

ployed the money confided to him for the charges of

the campaign, to his own private advantage. Henry,
titular patriarch oFConftantinopIe, legate of the holy

fee, mouiTted on board the admiral galley, and in that

quality had the fupreme command, according to the

politics of the popes, who always afTumed it in thofe

wars that were railed for the lake of religion. This

prelate, in imitation of theGenoele general, adcdmore
like a merchant than a delegate of the fovereign pon-
tiff. The year following, the allies, full of indigna-
tion againft the Genoefe, chofe for their general bro-

ther John de Biandra, knight of Rhodes, prior ofLom-

bardy, who had the particular command of the gallies

of the order.

The new general formed a defign worthy of his

valour. The port of Smyrna, a confiderable cit)'
or

Anatolia, ferved often for a retreat to the Turkifh cor-

fairs who were mailers of the city. Biandra having,
befides the foldiers on board his fleet, taken in ac

Rhodes a great number of troops commanded by vali-

ant knights, formed the liege of the place and took it

by florm. Some hiftorians pretend that he took only the

callle, which was feated by the fea fide, and command-
ed the entrance of the port. All the foldiers in the fort

both Turks and Arabians, were cut to pieces. The

grand mailer having advice of it, knowing the import-
ance of that fortrefs, fent frelh troops immediately

thither, with arms and provifions t o reinforce the ga-
rifon. There are ftill to be feen upon the gates of the

callle, tho' fallen to ruin, the arms of the church,
which were placed there as a monument of this con-

quell,
the whole honour of which they afcribed to the

pope, as head of the league, tho' the knights of Rhodes

had the greatell fhare in it. A Turk called IvJorbalTan,

who commanded in the higher town and over ail the

country, attempted a year after to drive the Chiillians

L 3 out
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out of the place. He laid fiege to it, but after three

months (pent in fmavt attacks and a gallant defence,
he made a feint of abandoning his enterprife, or at

lead of turning the fiege into a blockade. The great-
eft part of his troops drew off, and only a finall number
was left in his cunip. The Chriftians having notice of
his retrear, made a furious lally, eafily forced the in-

trcnchments, which were ill defended, broke into the

camp, and put to the fword or took prilbners all that

made refiftance, or did not lave themlelves by a fpeedy

flight. They celebrated this vi(5iory upon the fame

ipot on which they had obtained it, with the found of

military inftrumcnts, with feaftings, and a joy which
was fo much the more dangerous as the enemy was not

far off.

Mo RB ASS AN, whom they fiincied a great way up
in the country, but who only lay concealed with his

troops behind the neighbouring mountains, having no- •

tice of it by certain fignals, marched down, and finding
the Chriftians in dilbrder, made a cruel flaughter of
them in his turn. The greateft lols fell upon the

knights of Rhodes: and the pope's legate who was come
into theCamp to partake in the public joy, loft there his

life, as well as moft of the officers and eccicfiartics of
his hoLiftiold. The knights who efcapcd the fury of
the Barbarians got back to the fort, and held it out, by
help of a new reinforcement, againft all the efforts of
the Turks and other infidels.

The dilmal news of this difgrace, palling into' Eu-

rope, the pope to repair it publifhcd a cru(ade with all

the indulgences annexed to the firft. Humbert II.

Dauphin of Viennois, prefTed with great earneftnefs to

be declared the chief and general of it. He was a prince
of mean parts, naturally vain, inconftant in his pro-

je<fts,
anJ kis aflefted with their folidity, than the lu-

llre and difVmdions with which they were attended.

Heam c in perfon to the court of pope Clement VI.

to fbllicit this employ. In the petition which he pre-
iented on that accoimt to the fovereign pontiff, he in-

ta-ated Uim to grant him the <*

poft of captain of this
*'

holy
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"
holy expedition againftthe Turks, and ail tliatwere

" not loyal to tlie church of Rome, which all people,
" as well hofpitaliers as others, were obliged and bound
** to obey by fea and land."

To engage the pope to grant him the generalship,
he offered to maintain at his own expcnce in this war
three hundred men of arms, a thouiand crols-bow men,
to furnilh five fhips of war well equipped, and to bring
with him twelve banners and a hundred knights : glar-

ing proniHes ! but as much beyond his ability, as the

poft of general of an army was above his experience
and capacity.
Some ^

cardinals of the pope's council, who were

not prepofTclTed in favour of this pi'ince's courage, were

againft his demand; but the fovereign pontiff's inclina-

tion prevailedand carried with it all the voices. ^Hum-
bert was chofe general of the Chrillian army ; the pope

gave him the oatJi, and he obliged himielf at the fame

time, by a folemn vow, to fpend three whole years in

that holy expedition. Rut as for the mighty armament

that he was to furnifh by lea and land, it was all reduc-

ed to an hundred men of arms; and there was no diffi-

culty in judging of the fuccefs of the expedition by the

choice of the general. The next day, being the feaft

of Corpus ChiiiH,be received from the pope's hands the

crols and ftaadard of tfcechurch, which he had carried

before him in the (Ireets of Avignon,with his own par-
ticular ftandard a-breaft ; thus followed by a numerous

retinue, he returned in great pomp to his houie; a ce-

remonial, which in default ofa fblid glory, gratified the

vanity of the man. The great bufinels was to find out

funds to fupply the expence of (o long an expedition.
The

» Matt. Villani Hift. 1. 2. c. 7.6. pig. 19. Edit. deFIor.
*> Et quia inter ca?teros principes habui (providere de aliquo

duce Sc capltaneo exercitui agminis Domini Dei Ifrael) repperi in-

ftantem fjepin?, fiipplicantcmhumilius, optantem ai dentins, offer-

entem liberalius, diieftum ttlium Imbertum Dalpliinum Viennen-

ftin, hie prselentem : idcirco ipfum de fratram noftrorum confiiio

ducem & capitaneum contra Turcos exercitus duximus deputaiid-
uitj. Baluzj in Not. ad vit. Paparum Avenioni pag. 830,
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The dauphin had recour/e to an extraordinary impoft,
which he laid upon all his

fubjeifls ; and then prepar-
ed for his departure wiih the princeis Mary dcs Baux
his wife, who, during the time the dauphin was at

J(ea, retired to the city of Rhodes and tlicre died.

Notwithstanding all the difgraces that had

happened to theChrillians in the holyLand, expeditions

beyond fea were ftill as frequent as ever; and what
rendered the enterprife more eafy, was that for a fum
of money agreed on with the maftcrs of

ftiips, they
never wanted velfels in moil of the ports of the

JNIediterranean ready to put to fea, and provided
with all neceflaries either for navigation or for fight-

The dauphin having bargained for four of thefe

fhips at fix hundred
fifty florins each per month, em-

barked at Marieilles the fccond of September, on board

this little hackney Iquadron, which carried him firfl to

Venice, the place of rendezvous for all perfons engag-
ed in the crulade. He went from thence to the ifle of

Negropont, where four velTcls of the pope's, one of

Rhodes, and another of Venice joined him.The prior of

Lombardy, at his arrival, retired onboard the gallies of

the order, taking on himjelf the particular command
of that fquadron : 'tis believed the dauphin paiTed the

winter in that ifland. The year following he was at

fea with the whole fleet of the crufades, and contri-

buted to make the Turks raife the fiege of Calfa,a town
at that time belonging totheGenoele ; andtheChriftian

fleet having had Ibme other advantages over that of the

infidels, this the dauphin was not a little proud of.

The pope forfeeing that the war could not be carried

on with fuccefs, without providing for the crufade the

funds necefTary to defray the expence of it, had recourfe

to an extraordinary tax, which he laid upon all ecciefi-

aftical revenues in the kingdoms of France, Spain, and

England. But the bloody war made by the Englifh at

that lime in France, and the lofs of the battle of Crecy*,
where

» Memoires de Pilati, Hlft. dc Dauphine, aft. 284,
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where feventeen hundred and fixtcen French kntghts
were flain, not allowing theralfing of this money, the

pope fearing that the charges of thecri-i'ade would fall

entirely upon himfelf, very gladly embraced the proje(5t

of a truce with the infidels^ which the dauphin propofed,
to him.

That prince wrote to him from Rhodes, where

he was retired for the winter, that the Turks appear-
ed inclined to peace, and that they might eafily enter

into a treaty with them. The pope was heartily a-

fhamcd of demanding peace of an enemy whom they
were come i'o far in learch of to make war upon ; but

the fear of being obliged to bear all the expence of it

out of his own purfe, made him wifh to fee it ended.

He wrote to the dauphin to find out expedients that

in this negotiation might fave the honour of the league
and the intereft of religion. He even went fo far as to

prcfcribe him the forms and decorums to be obferved

in treating with the infidels ; but it does not appear that

the treaty was concluded. The dauphin, afrer receiv-

ing the pope's difpenfation of the vow he had made to

Ipend three whole years in that expedition, returned to

his own dominions. Upon the death of Mary des

Baux his wife, he had thoughts of marrying again with

Blanche, Cfter to Amadeiis, Count of Savoy, and -the

contradl for it was figned ; but the dauphin having

ilighted the good offices which the count of Savoy em-

ployed to engage him to reftore the caftle of Mirabel

to the feignior of Beaujeu, the little regard (hewed to

hisrequeft caufed a rupture of the marriage. The

dauphin afterwards turned his thoughts towards Jane,
eldeft daughter ofPeter de Bourbon, and engaged in it

by a folemn treaty. But notwithftanding the honour
he would have received from fuch an alliance, being

conftantly tofTedand hurried with his ufualirrefolutions,

he could not refolve to bring the affair to a conclufion*.

This prince not finding in war, and in the path that o-

thers take to find it, the diftindlion and glory that he

(ought

*
Regiftre Palati ad annum, I3.J.8 Sc 1349.
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fought after, fancied he might fuccced better in a way
that was entirely oppofite. He quitted the profclFion
of arms and the government of his dominions, and en-
tered himltlf among the Dominicans. He reilgncd
Dauphine to the king of France, who reunited it to his

crown from which it had been levered formerly ; and
to fix the inconftancy of the dauphin, tlie pope at the

king's Tcqucfl ordained him priefl:. He afterwards
undertook the adminiftjaiion of the arch bi (hoprick of

Khcims, but without quitting his religious habit which
he wore all his life. Thus lived he a iovercign without

fubjeds, a general without troops or experience, a
husband without a wife, a monk without a convent,
a pried without a title and without juriitliaion ; and
in all thele different conditions without ever having
done any good to his province, but In refigning it into

the hands of our kings. They likewife reproach his

memory, and that pretty julHy too, for having taken
from the prior Biandra the command of the Chriftian

fleet, which under that general, had made iti'elf terrible

to the infidels, and aftei wards made frclh acquifitions
of glory under the fame command,
Abou T that time the order loH: the grand mafter de

Villeneuve, a prince highly to be praiied for

1346. his (Economy, who during his maftcrniip paid
all the debts of the order, repaired and enlarg-

ed the fortifications necelfary for the defence of the

illand and city of Rhodes ; and befides built, at his own
expence, as a monument of his piety, a church in

honour of the holy virgin, and dedicated it to her ; and
left a fliflicient fund for the maintenanceof two chap-
lains to lay niafs there every day for the repoie of his.

foul.

A GREAT number of pretenders offered thcmfelves
for his

dignity. The oldcft knights, who profefTed a

regular lil-e, were for fuch as appeared mod likely to

keep up the dilcipline of the order. But the younger,
without examining too nicely into the regularity of
their maimers, wifhed only to have a great captain,
that might head them in war, and be the means of ac-

quiring
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quiring them glory and riches : fuch a choice was not

without difficulty,
The commander de Gozon before-

mentioned was one of the ele<5lors. When it was his

turn to give his voice. '^ When I entered, fays he,
•^ into this conclave^ I made a folemn oath, that I

*' would not propofe any one but fuch a knight as I

*^ fhould judge mod delerving of this great dignity,
*' and to have the bed intentions for tlie general good
'' of the whole order; and after having ierioufly con-
'^ fidered the prefent ftate of Chriftendom, the wars
" which we are obliged to maintain continually againft
*'

tlie infidels, the refolution and vigour necelTary to
*'

prevent a relaxation in difciplinc, I declare that I

*' find no body better qualified for the government of
*' our order than myfelf." He then made a fine ha-

rangue upon his own virtues. The fight againfl: the

ferpent was not forgot, but he infiftcd chiefly on his

condudl from the time that the grand mafter de Ville-

neuve had made him his lieutenant.
'* You have al-

*'
ready, (ays he to the other eledors, had Tome experi-

" 'ence of my government ; you know what you are to
*'

expe(5l from it, and I do not think you can refufe me
*'

your votes without doing me injuftice."
Hov/ deferving foever this knight was, his col-

leagues were (Irangely furpriled to hear an ele«5lorname

himfelf : fuch a (lep made them fufpedl he was too am-
bitious ; yet when they came to compare him with
the other candidates, they found him far fuperior of
them all, not only in point of courage, of which he
had given (bch illuftrious proofs, but al(b in refped of
his wifdom and moderation in commanding. Some of

the^ledors, who were not his friends, could not help

faying, that it were to be wiftied, that what he had ad-

vanced to fet forth his own merit, had come out of any
body's- mouth but his own. However, this generous
afTurance did not difpleafe the greateft part of them ;

and feveral maintained, that after fuch diftinguiflied
anions as his, great men were allowed to Ipeak of
themfelves with that noble confidence which truth in-

fpires. So all the voices, or at lead a majority of them,
united
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linked in favour of Dieu Donne
DiEt/DoNNE deGozon; and he was folemnly
DE GozoN acknowledged as grand mafter, to

the fatisfadlion of the convent, and

efpecially of the citizens of the town of Rhodes, and
the inhabitants of the ifland, who fince his victory
over the (erpent looked upon him as the hero of the

order.

His condu(5l in the grand mafterfhip anfwered the

great expecflations they had of his valour and capacity
for government. His firft care was to revive theChri-

ftian league : the allies joined their f^uadrons ; and the

grand mafter prevailed by his credit to have the com-
mand given to the prior of Lombardy, who going

immediately in queft of the infidel fleet, met with it in

the Archipelago near Embro, or the Embro, a little

jfle twenty four miles in compais, with a town of the

fame name, and a port on theeaftern coaft : this ifland is

twelve miles from the mouth of the Dardanelles in the

way towards the ifle ofLemnos.
Most of the Turks, who imagined the Chriftians to

be ftill in their ports, were landed and difperled up and
down the ifland. The commodore ofthe fleet furprifed
them in this diforder, fell upon them, and took or funk

a great part of their fiiips.

This waslefs an engagement than a general rout :

the fbldiers that were on board the fleet, abandoned
it to leek for refuge in the ifland, and iuch as were
landed before, ran to re-imbark. They only confound-

ed one another; and in this dilbrder and confufion the

general of Rhodes took from them a hundred and eigh-
teen fmall vefltls, light frigates, biigantines, felucca's

or armed barks : but thirty two gallies, by help of

their crew, put off to lea, and efcaped. The Chrifti-

ans afterwards landed, ravaged the ifland, and- made
near five thoufand flaves.

So complete a victory gave a great reputation to the

arms of the knights; tho' pope Clement VI. like his

predectflbrs, afcribed all the honour of it to the arch-

bifliop of Candia his Vice-legate. Conllans, others call

him
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liim Livon, king of the lefler Armenia^, informed of the

forces of the order, fent embaffidors to the qrand ma-
fter to iutreat his aHiftance againft an invaiion of the

Saracens of Egypt, who had leized on part of his do-

minions. Though this prince followed the Greek

rites, and was a Ichifmatic, yet Gozon, full of zeal,

and animated with the
ijairit

of his inftitution, thought
it his duty not to abandon any Chriftians to the fury of
thole Barbarians. He prevailed upon the council of
the order to fend troops into Armenia ; they iitted out

a (Irong fleet, and the bravefi: knights embarked on
board with a condderable body of infantry. All thefc

troops coming off the coafls ofArmenia, joined the ar-

my of Conftans, who had made a motion that way to

favour their landing. Being thus joined in a body,
they advanced diredly forward againft the Saracens j

they eafily found an enemy that (ought them, andfbou
came to an engagement ; the battle was long and ob-

ftinate, but the ufual valour of the knights decided its

fucccfs. The Saracens, who expe(fled to have only to

deal with the Armenians, whom they had beaten feve-

ral times before, furprized to (et the ftandards of St.

John, which they diitinguiflied (till more
plainly by

the great blows that the knights dealt about, turned
their backs and fled. The beft part of them periflied
in the heat of the engagement; and the Chr'fdans took
all their baggage, and a great number ofpriibners.
The king of Armenia, fuftained by this powerful

fuccour, befieged afterwards and recovered all

the places which the infidels had feized on ; 1347.
and the knights of Rhodes did not leave Ar-
menia till they had entirely cleared the country of the

Saracens, who got back into Egypt, tho' with great
difliculty.

'

As fuch conflderable cnterprizes, and fb manv diffe-

rent wars, could not be carried on v-'ithout areat ex-

pence, the treafury of the order was by rhis tinie greatly
cxhauflcd : eipecially, as the pope, out of thriftineis,
had quitted the league, as we have hift now fa'd, and
contributed nothing to it afterwards but indulgences.
Vol. il. M He
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He even propofed to the grand mafter to accept of z IL

truce which the Turks offered, on condition they might

have an equal fiiare with liic order in the cuftoms of

Smyrnn, and the port duties paid by foreign (liippiiag:

and a war breaking out immediately after between the

Genocle and tlie Venetians, on account of their com-

merce into the Black Sea, the league was thereupon en-
_

tirely diil^ilved.
^

jH
The order ncverthelefs did not fail remonftratlng tcT

the pope, that though tliey were abandoned by their

allies, yet they were not allowed by their inftitution to

enter into any public treaty with the infidels ; and

therefore, till God fliould raile them up new aUies, they

would at leall keep themlelvcs on the defenfive. The

grand mafler wrote at the (ame to all ihe commander*

who had not fuiniibed their reiponfions. requiring theni «

to pay tliem in immediately ; and hiftory hath tranf-

mitted down to us a * letter that he wrote to the com-

manders of Sweden, Denmark and Norway, which dc

lerves to be inferted in this work.

We fee by this letter that he reproaches them for

having paid no contribution to the order fince the loli

of the Holy Land : that though they dwelt in the rcri

motdl tO' ntries of Europe, yet that it would be

very Turpi ifiijg,
if they had not heard of the conqueft

which the order had made of the ifle of Rhodes, whi-

ther they had transferred the (cat of their Ibciety :

that the order, purfuant to its inftitution, had devot-

ed itleft ftill to religious wars: that all its knights we«

continually in arms, cither on board the gallies of the

order, or elle at Rhodes, and in the neighbouring iflcl

that depended on it, the defence whereof they had utt-

idertaken : and that it was ftrangely furpiifing, that

the northern knights alone fliouid forget their duty, aiid

continue in a Gate of indolence and inadivity that dif-

honoured them : that, as iheir fuperior, he charged

ihcm, upon their holy obedience, to lend immediately

a detachment of the youngcft of their brother compa-

nions, and remit their rcfponfions to Rhodes ; and that

he knew very well how to punifli
fuch as (hould prove

rcfrac-

* Boflo, t. s. I".
l3,
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rcfraflory to liis orders ; whereas thofe who fliewed

themfelves children of obedience, fhould find in h in

an head and lliperior full of tendernefs and goodnsO?,
who had nothing in his view but the glory of God
and the honour of their profcflion. Another efte(5l of

his zeal for the good of the order, was h's obtain-

ing of Clement VI. that no commandry fhould be diP

poled of by way of provifion to any cardinal, nor

fiiould the cardinals be allowed, under pretence of Le-

gaiine rights and authority, to exadl any contribution

from the knights. The pope granted this exemption,

probably as a retaliation for the complaifance which
the grand mafter and council had diicovered in favour

of the vicomte de Turenne, the Pontiff's nephew, to

whom they made a grant of la Baftie de Detrais,afeig-

nory belonging to the order, and adjoining to his e-

fta:e, in exchange for other lands fituated n'^ar the

Rhone, which they annexed to the priory
of St. Giles,

The pope wrote about it to the grand mailer, to return

him thnnks on this occafion, but gave him to under-

ftand at the fame time, that the doge and fenate of Ve-
nice complained, that in the war in which they were

engaged againft the Genoele, there were a great many-

knights in the troops of their enemies, and it looked

as if the order of St. John was fighting againft them in

favour of the Genoele, though tlK^ir profeflion oblig-
ed them to employ their arms againft the infidels only.
The grand mafter's anfwer was, that in a military

order compofed of religious of fo many diffe-

rent nations, it was no way furpriling that 1350^
the afFe(5tion of fome particular knights Ihojld

incline towards the interefts of their refpedive coun-

tries : that there were likeways Venetian knights, whc^
ftiewcd as much attachment to their own nation as the

Gcnoefe ; but that the order was far from approving
the condu<5l of thefe religious, who were feduced, byaa
irregular love of their country, (which at the fame

|!

time was natural enough) to intermeddle in thofe wars ;

J! but that neither himlelf, nor the main body ofthcordcy

Were found engaged on either fide in the (juarrel be-

;vl 2 twcca
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tvveen thole two mighty republicks, he havinc^ alwiiys;

inviolably maintauied the neutrality which he profciTed
to ooferve between Chriftian princes.
- However reafonable this anfwer might appear ia.

refpefl to the co.-nplaints of the Venetians, I do not.

know after all, whether thole religious, who, from a*

ibirit of penance, had taken the three fbl-mn vows of

the order at the altar, could, without very jull fcruples,
imbrue their arms in the blood of Chriilians.

*

Tis evi

dent at leaft, that in the firfl ages of the church, they
made a doubt whether it was lawful for Chriilians io;

bear aims, 'rhe quUtin:^ the military profeilion was e-.

iiieemed a branch ofpenance j and even laymen who had]
l^iiilcd a Chriilian, though in ajufl: war, were oblige,
ed to make fome fatisfaflion by way of atonement for-

it. This pradice continued to be oblerved in France,

in the middle of the ninth century ; and we fee that-

after the famous battle of Fontenai, which wasfoughtr
-about A. D.840. the French bifli ops required all fuch

as found their coniciencesr troubled for having afted inf

that engagement out of heat ofpaffion, malice, vanity.^

or, in a word, out of any other human motive, to
coniy,

fels their offence and expiate their guilt by a rigorou^

penance.
What is ftill more decifive in the point we arc.

treating of, is, that the church had never given its fanc-|

tion to the hofpitallers in taking up of arms, but only,
for the defence of the holy places, and of the Chriili-

ans, who eitiier dwelt there, or came from the wef|j.

to pay their veneration to a place fanftiiled by the birth^

of the Son of God, who had taken our nature uporif

him ; and to preferve the memory of this pious mO|j
five it is, that in the form obierved at the profefllon o^
tlie knights, the per/on who officiates preienting th^^

novice v/ith the (word, fays to him,
" Take this fwordji^

'* and make ufe of it for your own defence, and for*

*' that of the holy church ofGod, and for the confu-p^
^' fion of the enemies of the crofs of Jcfus Chrifl:.**!

From whence we may well enough infer, that it was

«ot allqwablc for thefe knights to ufe their arms offer^-*

fively
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Cielv againft anv but infidils, and fuch as were thcde-
cLired enemies of Jeius Chriii:. This ju{l motive of
not drawing their iwords againd Chrillian j)rinces> was,

the region why the gi-aad mufter refilled to engage in

the civil wars which at that time infedied the empire of

Conftantinople. Pope Clement VI. being dc^ad, inno-

cent VI. his lucceiror wrote to the grand miiiler, re-

commending to him the interefls of the emr-eror Mat-

thew Pal22ol.:gus, who dilputed that ajguft tide with
the emperor John, the Ion of yoimg Andronicus.

To underltand rightly the pretenflons of ihefe prin-

ces, it mufl: be obierved, that the emperor AnJvonicus
at his death leaving John Palaeologus tutor to his ibn^
and regent of his territories, that ambitious minifter,
who had the fovereign authority given hi.n only intruft,
made himielf ablblute and independent mailer of it. He
got himielf proclaimed joint emperor with bis pupil ;

and to dazzle the young prince, who was fcarce pafled
the ftate of infancy, married him to his daughter. But
as the tyrant's defign was to advance his own fon, he
foon took him in for a partner in the empire : fo that

DOW there was a third emperor, and thefatlier and foil

afterwards drove the fon ofAndronicus out ofConflaii-

tinople. The injured prince was not X^h without re-

venT;e; fonie of his father's faithful iub'cds brought
him back as it were in triumph to the imperiil city, and
the Palssologi were obliged to quit it in their turn.

The father, to fecure his life, threw himfelf into a

monaftery, and took the habit of a monk ; his fon ap-
plied hirafelf tothe pope for fuccours, proujiiing to u-
r/ite the Greek church to the Latin, as foon as he fhould

be reftored to the throne. This was the ordinary
lure madeufe of by tlie Greeks, in order to obtain af-

fidance from the Latins. The pope wrote in very pref-

iing terms to the grand maiU^r in favour of Matthew,
and that prince was himeif the bearer of the letter :

but the grand mailer did not think lit to engage his-

order in a civil war between ChriiVian princes ; be-

fides, that the intradlableneis of a great many of the

comraanders of Europe, in making good their refrionli-
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ons, had difabled the order from furnifhlng the necef-

lary e^pences for fo great an enterprife. The advanc-

ed age of the grand mailer, and his almoft coniinijal

infirmities, induced him to ask the pope's conlent to

abdicate a dignity which he then found as burthenfoine

to him as he had formerly {hewneagernefs to obtain it.

The pope, who was truly fendble of the merit of that

great man, and how ufeful he was to his order, would
not at firfl confcnt to it. He exhorted him on the

contrary, to fupport couragcoufly the toils of govern-
ment.

The grand mafter not being able to obtam this con-

^Icnt, which he tlien looked upon as a favour, employ-
ed the remainder of his life in fortifying the city of

Rhodes. He walled in all the fuburbs on the fide of

the fea, and at the fame time built the mole, where
ihe (hips and gallies afterwards put in. Thefe ufeful

cares were the methods he took to confole himfelf for

ihe pope's rcfuiing to allow his refignation. The
loofenefs which, notwichflanding all his endeavours,
had crept into the difcipline of the order, obliged hinr

to renew his inftunces. 'Twas not without great an-

xiety that he found mod of the commanders, who re-

fided in F.urope, were making ufe of the protedion of

the pope him.elf, as well as of the kings of France,

Arragon and Callile, only to elude his orders ; a pro-
te<fiion which made thole knights as much arbiters of

iheir duty as they were negligent of it. Gozon find-

ing no remedy for i^o enormous a grievance, diipatched
new deputies to the pope, who complied at lall in ad-

wfitting hib refignation. That pontiff's conlent for their

proceeding to a new ele<5lion, was brought to Rhodes j

but that licenfe proved of no u(e, by reafon of

.Dec.13. tlie grand mailer's fudden death, if that term

1353. fudden may be allowed with reg.ird to i'o good
a man, who had always been more watchful

over his own conducfl, than over that of the knights
under his care. His funeral was celebrated with the

jufl elogiums of Ijis brother knights, and the tears of

ail the inhabitants of the ifle^ and of the poor elpecial"
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ly, to whom he was indeed a father. All the m(ciip-
tion put upon his tomb was this : Here lies the
VANQUISHER OF THE DRAGON.
. The convent and chapter of Rhodes, after Gozon'a

death, chofe for his flicceflu)r brother Peter deCornillaiT

orCormeiian,a knight ot the language p
ofProvence. Hecertainlyiuftlv merit- ^

J ,
^

•
. J- •. . r V^ORNILLAN.

cd that emment dignity, on account ol

the regularity of his life, and even of ^->3'

the feverity of his morals; and the order indeed was at

that time in need of iuch a fuperior. As foon as he had
taken pojfTefTion of his dignity, he called a general chap-
ter at Rhodes. Various abufes had crept into the go*
vernment, which in timehad become cuftoms: andfuch
as made their advantage ofthem would willingly have

made them pafs for laws. The liiftj and indeed one of

the moft dangerous, was the abule made of the grand
mafter's ieal, in putting it, without his knowledge or

confent, to orders and receipts, which were afterwards

lodged in the treafury. Another abule, not lels preju-
dicial to the whole body of the knights, was the priors

ajfuming a nomination to the commandries vacant

within their priories, andexercifing this ufurped power
in (iich a manner, that they often filled up places v/ith

their own friends and relations, without any regard to-,

merit, age, or the rights of lenibrity. The grand ma-
fter prevailed with the chapter to make a reguktion,

ordaining, that for the future they Ihould not make ulc

of the grand mailer's leal in any matter relating to the

revenue ; but that all ordinances fhould be lealed with
the leal of the convent, and in a full chapter.
Ey the fecond regulation- the nomination to all com-

mandries was veiled in the grand mafter and council

of the order, who were to fill them up, due regard be-

ing firft had to the rank, the feniority, and the iervicc*

of the knights. Thefewere not the only abuies which
the grand mailer had a mind to corredt ;

but as his pru-
dence was not inferior to his zeal, which burnt with
the brighted flame, he brought on the Ichemes he had
drawn up for reformation at different times; deferring

the
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the execution of them according as he found his own
authoriiy to grow llronger in the goveiiiment.
Whilst the grand mailer was thus eniirely taken

up with the rcftoring of diicipruic^ fome Iccret enemies

of the order, at the court of Roinc, rcfumed the defigii
of getting ail the reveniies of tlie templars out of the

hands of the knights of Rhodes, expccling, no d(jjbt,
to get the bell: part ofthem to therafehes. However,
to avoid fufpicion as much as polhble, ihey carried 011

this attack againll the order with a great deal of art.

Some went no further than to tell the pope, that they
found every day that the riches and confifcated reve-

nues of the templars greatly exceeded whatever had
been laid of them; others inUnuated farther, that the

holpitallers were not numerous enough to find leiiure

to make proper enquiries into thole great poifdlions ;

that the greateft part of the knights were gone over in-

to Europe; that it looked as if they had -abandoned the

iile of Rhodes ; and though fome (lill confniued about

the grand mafter, fnutting thcmlelves up in the mod
retired part of their palaces, yet they were entirely ta-

ken up with their pleafures, and the care of amaiTing
v/ealth. Thele difcourfes were fpread about with great

fccrecy and artifice, and the pope was prejudiced with

them by infenfible degrees. In fliort their enemies

went ^o far as to propole to the pontliF a lequeltratioii

of all the revenues of the templars into his own hands,
to be empioyed afterwards in pious ules, as his hollnefs

{hould think fit ; or, if he thought proper, to be difpo-
icil of in founding anew milirary order, which might,

by its zeal, incite the emulation of the knights of

Rhodes, and cure them of a profufeneis 'io contrary to

their rule and inftitution.

The pope took another, and indeed a very extra-

ordinary ftep with regard tothe conquefts made by the

Turks. Orchanes, whom we have lately mentioned,
and who is looked upon as the lecond prince of the Of-

man or Orhoman race, after having lubdued the great-
cll part of Anatolia, beaten the emperor John Palaeolo-

gus on levcral occalions; and taken Prula, Nicomedia,
and
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and Nice, crolTcd the Hcllefpont, and Teemed inclined

to fix the ieat of his empire in the Morea. 'Tisfaid

that a great earthquatie having rendered the taking or

^aUipoiis more eafy to him, he faid to his officers,

'^ Let us ftay in Europe, (ince God opens us the way
*' to it." Pope Innocent VI. above mentioned, alarni-

ed with the rapidity of his conquefts, out of an appie-

henfion that he might fall upon Italy itielf, did, in or-

der to oblige him to return into Alia, order the knights
of Rhodes to abandon that iile, and tranfport the con-

vent, and their place of reiidence into fome part of the

continent bordering upon the Turks or Saracens, and

fituated on the fide either of Paleftine or Anatolia, in

expedation that the knights, by an advantageous diver-

fion,. might draw the infidels arms upon themfeives,

and thus kindling a war in the heart of the Turkilh

dominions, might ferve for a bulwark toChriftendom ;

a projecl which had (bme time before fuggefled to the

pontiff's predecefibrs, though the author of it mud

certainly have been fome fecret enemy of the order,

and as wretched a politician as he was ill verled in the

art of war. 'Tis amazing how the pope could propoie
to the order to abandon an iHe ilrongly fortified, and

to renounce all the advantages which the Chriftians

derived from the fea and from their fleets, which co-

vered equally tlie iile of Cyprus and kingdom of Arme-

nia, only to lend them, as we may fay, to the flaugh-

ter, and oblige them, like new adventurers, to feek a

fetflement in the heart of the dominions of infidels,

who WTrc too powerful to fuffer them there for a mo-

ment.

Yet notwithflandingthefejufi; confiderations, which

muft naturally offer themfelves to the pope's thoughts,
the pontiff, flill prejudiced in favour of his project, dif-

patched to Rhodes brother Ferdinand de Heredia^Caftel-
lan of Empofta, and grand prior of Caftile, who was

confidered at the court of Rome as Innocent's confi-

dent and favourite, iendinn- alfo with him brother Rai-

mond Berenger, preceptor or commander of Caltel-

SaraCn; and biother Peter ck Coruillan^ commander of

Val-
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Vdl-Pujet, and in all probability a relation of tbe granc!

marter; all three bein^ of the number ofthe moll dif-

tinguidicd knights of the order, the two firft of which
came afterwards to be grand mafters.

The pope dire(5ted them to by before tbe grand
mjfter and council the complaints which he continual-

ly Jcceived of the indolence and lethargy wherein the

whole order Teemed to have been buried for fome
time ; and to reprefcnt, that whilftthe Turks were ra-

vag'ng Greece, and rhreaming Italy, the knights find-

ing themielves (ecure in Rhodes, by the ftrong fortifi-

cations with which it was deirnded, and growing efle-

minare with luxury and cafe, feemed no ways affeifled

with it, but iquandered away the great income which

they enjoyed, from the confii'cated revenues of the

templars, and derived from tbe piety of the faithful,

in criminal pleafures, that decency and modefty do not

allow IKS to mention ; that he knew vei-y well pope
John XXII. Benedid XII. and Clement VI. hrs imme-
diate predectlfors, had, in order to get them out of
thofe delightful places, where they ran iuch an hazard
of their lalvation, often prefled them to remove their

abode into the Holy Land, though as yet in the hands
of the infidels i but that the holy iee was Icnfible ofthe
little regard they had hitherto fhown to fuch counfels,
which ought rather to have been confidered as exprels

orders, and received by them as laws ; that he enjoin-
ed them to let immediately about thistranfmigration to

fbme place, from whence they might, with the alfii-

tance of heaven, force their way through into the Ho-

ly Land, that othcrways he fhould be obliged to cm-

ploy the moft proper methods to force them to it, and
fhould particularly deprive them of the eftates of the

templars, which he would employ in the founding of

a new military order, whole zeal might perhaps ex-

cite their emulation^ or at Icaft ferve for an eternal re-

proach to them.

The grand mafter anfwered the pope, that he had
received his orders with great relpeft, but could not,
without confulting and obtaining the conlent of the ge-

neral
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ncral chapter of the order, fo haftily abandon a con-

quefl: of lb great importance, and for which fo many
knights had (hed their deaiell blood ; that he was go-
ing immediately to fummon a chapter in Rhodes it-

felf, and would notify his holineis's intention to his

brethren of the order. Tlie pope apprehending, that

if the chapter was held at Rhodes, the riches of that

jfland, its fortifications, haven, flc^cts, and even ^oh
and luxurious lite which they led there, might deter-

mine the knights to continue in it, ifljed out alblemn

bull, declaring it to be his plealure, that the chapter
fliould be held either at Nifmes or Montpelier, placet
not far from Avignon, from whence he certainly flat-

tered himfelf, that his authority would have the more
effectual influence over the aflTembly. The pontifFob-
fcrved in his bull, that fince the return of his envoys,
he had learned wiih furpriie, that fbme knights about

his court had wrote to Rhodes, to this effed:, viz.

That they had no occafion to be in any pain about

what the cafl:cllan had laid to them, of which he him-
felf was author ; that that destrous courtier had mag-
nified his reproaches and threats, only to make himiblf

neceflfary to his order, but that the pope had exprefl^d
himielf very diiFerently on that fubjed before them,
and that they might be very caiy about the affair of
their removal. The pope added, that he addreflfed

this bull to them, as an irrefragable proof as well of his

own will and pleafure, as of the truth of what their

Caftellau had told them from him, and to prevent fuch

prat^ices from occafioning any delay in their lettling

upon the frontiers of the infidels.

'TwouLD be impoflible to defcribe the uneafinefi

which the grand mafter felt, both in feeing the pope
perfifl:

in fo deftrudive a
projecfl, as well as the fear he

had of his order's inlifting on its Ibvercignty, and let-

ting up to oppoie it. He was divided between the obe-
dience which he owed to the pontiff, and that which
he thought due to his order, and the companions of it;

two duties which to him appeared almoll Cv^nally in-

diipeniable. In this terrible conflict; death came in as

It
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ir were to his afTiftance, aiul put an end to hisrlife in tlift

eighteenth month of his maderfhip. The
Roger knights cho(e in his (lead Roger de Pins, a

PE" knight of the language of Provence, of an

Pl>*s. illuilrio'js houfe of Languedoc, a relation of

1:353. Odo de Pins, the twcnty-thiid grand mafi:er

of the order, and ofGerard de Pins, who, in

the vacancy of the inailerPaip, had won a fignal vidto-

ry over Orchanes the Ton of Othoman.

The pope, who would not allow the chapter to be

held at Rhodes, and had by his own authority funa-

moneditto meet at Nifmes or Montpelier, being fti 11

apprehenfive that it might come to re!blutions con-

trary to the Ichernes he had projeifted with relation to

Rhodes ; and in order to be better acquainted with

their debates, would needs have it held in Avignon it-

lelf, as it were under his own
e3''e.

But the impatience
he was in of getting the knights out of the ifle of

Rhodes, and a confiderable time being necefTary for

their coming out of the various provinces of Chriften-

domto Avignon, was the reafon of his allowing them

to hold an affembly at his court, in which brother Wil-

liam de Mailly grand prior of France, and brotherWil-

liam Chal'As grand prior of Auvergne, prefided in the

grand mailer's name, and in quality of his lieutenant

on this fide of the Tea.

Happily for the order, fome time before the open-

ing of this afTciribly,
it had been fuggefted to the pope,

thai" in the deiign he had of drawing the knights out

of the ifle of Rhodes, it would be of much greater icr-

vice to Chridcndom, and particularly to Italy, to fettle

them in the Morea than in Paleftine, where they could

never refifl; the formidable power of the Turks and Sa-

racens., The pope liked the propofal well enough: Ro-

bert, titular emperor ofConftantinople, was then prince
of Tarento, and fovereign of Achaia or the Morea, by

Jol:n duke of Duras, his uncle's grant, of it to him.

But James of Savoy, eldeft fon to Philip prince ofPied-

mont, laid claim to the Morea, as belonging to him in

light of Ifibtl de Ville-hardouin his mother; and in

the
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tlie niidft of thefe different pretenfions, the Turk, who
liad the ftvongeft right on 'his fide, daily feized upon
feme place or other in its province. The pope, to

prevent the lols of it to Chrillendom, propofed to the

prince of Savoy to treat with the knights of Rhodes a-

bout his claim. This great affair was debated in the

afTembly at Avignon : the knights, who did not care

openly to clafh with the pope's lentiments, named their

commiilioners ; but as they expe«51ed fome change from
time, they Ipiin out the negotiation to a great length,
under various pretences, and made fo flow a pro^reis
in it, that death furprized the prince of Savoy before

any thing was concluded in it j and the defign was
not refumed of a long time afterwards, as will be ob-
fcrved in the fequel of this work.
Various regulations however were made In this

afTembly, relating to difcipline, and which point out
the abufes which had crept into the order with refcefl

to the diftribution of their alms. Ever fince the eftates

of the templars had been aninexed to the^manie of the

hofpitallersjthey had, to the great offence ofthe people,
and prejudice of the poor, neglected all the duties of

charity in the houfes of that order, under pretence that

they officiated in the commandries of the knights of
Rhodes. The afTembly made an order, that, indepen-
dent from thofe alms, they fhould immediately refume
thofe charitable diflributions which were ufed to be
made in the houfes that had belonged to the tem-

plars.

Though the pope was far from being favourable
to the order, as we have feen, yet no body had a great-
er afcendant over him than a knight of Rhodes, brother

JohnFerd'nand d'Hercdiaby name, of the language ofA-

ragon, and Cafl:ellan ofEmpofl:a He was the only coun-
fellor andminifler ofthe pontiff, who employed him even
in foreign negotiations. Togivehim the greater authori-

ty at his court, he had made him governor of Avi'^non
and all ihe comtat VenaifTm. So

diitinguifhing\ fa-
vour m'ght perhaps make one

iuipe<St that the pope's
Vol. II. N extra-

*
Manfe, an income appointed for the raaintenaDce of the table

•f any prelate or lociety.
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CKtraordiwary proje(5ls were fuggefted tobim bytlie Af-

ragonian. who, if the order had been obliged to aban-

don the iflc of Rhodes, would have been well enough
pleaied to have got himfelf, under the title of baiiitf,

named foveveign prince of it by the pope. At lead all

h's conduct fiiews, that he made u(e of the pope's au-

thority only to aggrandize himlelf, without any regard
to the ftatutes and regulations of the general chapters.
Thus he obtained fuccelTively the grand priory ofCa-

ftile, and alfo that of St. Giles, to which the greedy

Spaniard got himfelf named by the pope^ who confer-

red it upon him by his own ablblute authority, and

without the knowledge or conient of the grand m.afler.

The order was perfectly confounded at fo lurprifmg an

innovation ; the popes indeed, befides the power of
the keys, had likeways a particular authority over the

order of St. John, as being the firft fuperiors of it ;

but they had hitherto made uie of this authority only
for its protection, or for the correcting of abufes which
are inevitable in this life, and which are apt to creep
even in'jo the mod auftere focieties.

The ki>ights complained that this lafl pope employ-
ed his authority only in deftioying the form of their

government, and that they could no longer depend

upon their years of ferviceand feniority, if one of their

brother knights,by the infinuations of a court intrigue,
and in contempt of the wileft regulations, had it in his

power to engrols the bed commaiidries in every lan-

guage. The grand mafter and council lent enibjfTa-

dors to the pope, to declare to himthe jud remonftran-

ces of the whole order ; and the grand mafter, in or-

der to enf^age Heredia to defill: from the pope's nomi-

nation, lent him ample provifions. by which he confti-

tuted him his lieutenant on this fide the fea. But all

the/e llcps were alike fruitlefs ; the pope was inflex-

ible, either out of afTedion to his favourite, or that he

might not feem to derogate from that fupreme authori-

ty, which he claimed to e ercile in the government of

the order, as aright with which he was inverted : and

Heredia abufing the uew favour done him by the grand

maftcr,
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mafter, not only negle(5tcd paying into the com;nQii

treafury the reiponlions of the many cominandries he

had engrolFjd, but ahb, under pretence of his poil:
of

lieutenant, kept the refponfions of other cominnidries

in his hands. If they came to be vacant, he got new

provifions from the pope, and by th's violent cond^id,

bore a deipotic fway in his order.

This occafioned a new embalTy ; the grand mafler

fent brother Roger de Montaut, a great commander,
and brother Srephen Montaigu to Avignon, to defire

the pope's leave to prolecute H^^-edia, as an ui"urper oF

the edaie and revenues of the order. The pope, who
did not care to protecfl his injuftxe openly, preivndetl
to con'ent to the grand maftcr's requtlt, and named
two cardinals to take cognizance ol" the aflalr. But

thele, under the fpecious name ofjudges, adted only as

mediators ; and in order to make their own private ad«

vantage of Heredia's credit, they prevailed with the

ambaitadors to take up with a flight latisfaction, and

give over the prolecuiion. The pope fent a gentleman
of his houHiold to Rhodes, on purpo!e to tell the grand
mafter from him, that they would oblige him in not

giving Heredia any didurbance in his enjoyment of the

dignities he had conferred on him, the revenues of

which, he faid, that knight employed only for the

intcreft of the church, and ihe fervice of the holy lee.

The grand mafler was forced to connive at an abule

which 'id powerful a proteflor hindered him from cor-

reding. But for fear iuch a pernicious example fliould

draw as bad confequenccs after it, and to prevent o-

ther piiors from appropriating to tliemlelves, in imitati-

on of Heredia, the commandries, or at lead the refpon-
fions belonging to the order within the bounds of their

reipedive priories, this wile grand maflier conveened

a general chapter at Rhodes, and defignedly chole for

that purpo(e a place that was immediarely under the

government of the order, that the debates might be

carried on with the greater freedom, and in order that

they might take a relbluiion not to be baffled by other

pQlentates. In this chapter particular receivers of the
'

N 2 dues
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clues of the order were appointed in every priorj', ancT'

who were accountable only to the common trealury.

They made alfo, at the fame time, a decree, incapacitat-

ing the priors from being provided with any other com-
rnandries but fuch as compofcd their priorial court'.

Some ierving brothers having, by their intrigues, got
tiie cro's oFknighthood, a regulation was made in the

fame chapter, forbidding the advancement of any /erv-

ing brother to that dignity r a regulation agreeable to

that of a great pope, who had very wilely ellabliflied

the didindion of thofe two ranks, by a diftindion of
their habiis; a decree, which, it were to be wi(hed,

might be ftridly oblerved^ for the fake of the nobility
und gentry.
The grand inafter did not long furvive the concluli-

on of this chanter. The order loll: in him a chief who
was \cxy zealous for the maintaining of difcipline, as

the poor of the ifland did a very charirable father. It

was obfervable, that daring the time that the plague in-

feded tjiat illand, as well as all the eaft, and which
was followed by a dreadful famine, he iniinediately

employed ail his income, and fold afterwards his plate
and furniture to fupply the necefTities of the poor;
which juftly procured him the title of alm'giver, with

which the order and all mankind had diflinguifhed
*

him, and in heaven a juft recompence, and the hun-

dred fold fo expressly promifed by him whofe promiies
are infallible.

The order eled^ed fl )r his fucceffor brother Ral-

mond Berenger, a native of Dauphine,
Raimond ofthe language of Provence, comman-
Berencer. der of Caflel-Sarafion, whole defcent

1365. hiflorians derive from the Berengers
that were fovereigns of Italy, as others

do from thofe that reigned at Barcelona, and in the

county of Catalonia, But whatever his family was,

it is certain that he refleded a new luftre upon it by his

valour, and \\\z boldnefs of his enterprifes. Some E-

pyptian corlairs ufed frequently to infeft the coafts of

Cyprus, and made prizes of all fhips that failed in thole •

feas
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ff as under the (bndard of the crols. The grand ma-

fter not only fitted out leveral gaiiies,
which gave thein

chace, but refolved alio, in concert with tne kiug of

Cyprus, 10 go and burn them even in the port of Al^x*

andria. That prince and the grand mailer made up a

fleet of near a hundred vefTels of different bulk ; they

put land forces on board, moft of thcin drawn from

the coafls of b'lance, but without being let into the

fecret of the enterprize they were to be employed in,

which was communicated to no body but Urban V.

who then fat in the pontifical chair.

The fleet being ready to fail, the king and the

grand mafter went on board, followed by a great num-

ber of knights, and in leis than five days Imded un-

der the walls of Alexandria. They clapped ladders

to the walls, and attempted to fcale them. The Alex-»

andrians wereitruck with furprife; but befidesa ftrong

garrifon, there were fuch an infinite number of people
in that great city, the richefl in Egypt, that the walls

were in a moment lined with foldiers and inhabitants,

that poured down fhowers of arrows upon the Clii iHii-

ans. The befieged ftanduig firm on the parapet, with

their pikes and haibards, dealing great blows about,

throw down the befiegers, pufh them into the ditch,

and overvv'helm them Vv'ith ilones of a large Cze. New
aifailants fupply the place of the llain and w^ounded,
and without being daunted at the death of their com-

panions, endeavour to get on the top of the walls ;

Ibme are pierced through with arrows, others precipi-

tated or overturned with their ladders. The befieged
throw boiling oil and fireworks on all fides ; thele

burn the machines of the Chrillians, (lick to their

cloaths, penetrate even to their bodies, forcing the fbl-

diers all in a flame to give over the attack, and throw

themfelves into the water for relief. Never was a more

furious and bloody attack known ;
but in fpite

of the

horrible image of death, which prefeiited itielFon all

fides, the knights of Rhodes, animated by their own

bravery, and the grand mailer's intrepid air, renew the

attack, clap their ladders again to the wails, and mount-

N 3 j"g
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ing over the dead bodies of their companions, get up to

the top, leap upon the parapet, throw themfelves into

the place, and kill all before them. From thence the

vidoiious troops Ipread themfelves over the city, force

into the hoafesthat are next the ramparts, mafTacre huf-

Lands in the arms of their wives, plunder the richeft

furniture, and make flavcs of all that efcaoe the firft

fury of the Ibldiery.
Tho' the king and grand mader had lo.l: abundance-

of men in the leveral attacks they made, they yet
would have been glad to have kept their pod: and main-

tained their conqueft. But having advice that the ful-

tan was advancing with all the forces of Egypt to drive

them theiice, and feeing themlelves in a place that was
flill crouded with an infinite number of inhabitants,

who had intrenched themielves in the lower town,they
rcfolved to retire ; and putting an ineftimable booty
on board their own fleet, they let fire to all the vef-

fels of the infidels that were in the port, and re-embark-

cd with their prifoners. The king flood away for Cy-

prus, and the grand mailer for Rhodes, where both of

them arrived happily.
The grand mafter having delivered Peter de St.

George, a nephew or near relation of Urban, out of

captivity among the infidels, would have the merit of

condudiincr him himfelf to Avignon, but before he let

out, advice came of that pope's death. Hiltorians fay,

that juft before he expired, and after having received

the fatTamcnts of the church, he faid, in the prefencc
of his chamberlain, his confdlTor, and (everal cardinals,

direcling his Ipeech to them,
*'

I firmly believe all that
*' the holy catholic church believes and teaches; and if

*'
I have ever advanced any thing in any manner what-

'' (bever different
.
from it, I rctracfl it, and fubmit

*'
my felf to the determination and cenfure of the

" church*."

Peter Roger, called cardinal de Beaufort, nephew
to pope Clement VI. i'ucceeded Urban V. and took

on

^ Prjeientibus eti.^m carrjerario, confciTbre, pluribusque ahis fa-

oiliaribus iuis, ac aliis multia notablLbus pcrfonis, dixit Sc alTerui^t

jfc
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on him the name of Gregory XI. The grand mafter

was then thinking to abdicate his dignity. The in-

tra(flablenels of mod of the European commanders had

obliged him to take this extraordinary ftep. Upon his

return from the expedition of Alexandria, he was in-

formed by the council, that the order could get no-

thing fiom the relponlions of the weft. This inflexi-

bility ei^ually furpriled and afHicled him : in vain did

he lend the moft prcfTing orders; no anfwer was given
to them, but by an obftinate filence, which (erved as a

fcreen to a diredldiibbedience. Many of thele command-
ers were in pofTeflionof leveralcommandries, and em-

ployed their refponfions and the eftate of the order,
either in purchafing the favour and prote<5lion of prin-

ces, or in enriching their own families; and fuch as

were the leaft irregular among them, whenever they
remitted money to Rhodes, confidered it as their own
free gift, looking upon their re'ponhons as arbitrary
alms and a6ts of mere liberality. CoHfiderable dif-

putes arofe alfo between the languages of Provence and

Italy ; and the principal knights of thoietwolanguages
rcfufed to I'ubmit to the judgment of the grand mafter.

So much dilbbedience from all parts gave him great
uneaiincls ; but as he truly loved his order,he believed,
that another grand mafter, of more capacity and re-

folution than himlelf, would make him be more exadt-

ly obeyed, and might reftore an happy correipondcnce
between the head and members of the order. This
was the chief motive that made him dedrous to abdi-

cate his dignity : but the pope, who knew his merit,
would not give his confent ; and that pontiff, who, to

take off fonie of the burthen from his Ihoulders, was
for

fe tenere & credere fiirn'ter, ficqac confeflus eft fimplidter quid-
quid fanfta, catholica Sz apoftoJica tere', docet & pradicat ectk-
lia : & fi per prius docenao, Icgendo, pr edicando, aut dilputaado,
vel alias aliud quovis modo praedicaverat, vel dixirat, tctuin id

levocavit, voluitque haberi pro non ditto, fubmittL-ns fe & dicla
fua hujufmodi crriedticni et determinationi difta? fanctae rnatris

ccclefia;, a qua afleruii. fe nunquam deviafie fc e .te r. GcHh
U.b, 5. apud Bofq. Rainai. t. i<5. ad, ann, 1370. CzGt. 23.
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for taking cognizance of the afFiirs of the order, furrs-

moned a general afFembly of the principal command-
ers at Avignon, difpenling with the grand raafter's at-

tendance on account of his very great age, dedring
him only to lend him an account of fuch

1373. regulations as he judged mod necelTary for the

relloring of difcipline.

They began this aflembly with examining into the

dilputes between the languages of Provence and Italy.

The occalion of this dilpute arole from the language ^

of Provence's enjoying, as being the mod ancient and

firfl; of the order, the priory of the kingdom of Hun-

gary, and thofe of Capua and Barletta in Italy, with
the commandries of St. Stephen, Monopoli, Venice,
and St. Euphemia, which the language of Italy de-

manded back ; infilling likeways, that the priory of

Hungary {hould be annexed to it by way of equivalent,,
and to ferve as a balance in the chapter to the power of

the language of Provence, which alone had more voices

than two other languages.
As the language of Provence pleaded in its defence,,

by virtue of the title of pofTeflion, the pope referred the

determination of the difpute to the cardinals of Spain
and Florence, and by their mediation rather than a

rigorous decilion, it was agreed, that upon the firlk

vacancy of the priory of Hungary, the grand mafter

and council fliould collate to it, chufing indifferently
out of the two languages theperfon they thought molt

deferving, and that afterwards the two languages fhould

nominate to it alternately ; that the priories of Capua
and Barletta, and the commandries of Naples and

St. Euphemia fhould be annexed to the language of

Italy, but that St. Stephen, Eftonibbia, Alife, Venu-

tia, Monopoli, and their dependencies, fhould con-

tinue, as they were in poffcirion of the language of Pro-

vence,

It was enabled in the fame aflembly, purfuant to the

grand mail c^r's intentions, and the memorial which he

had lent to the pope, that no knight fhould enjoy more
than one grand commandry, or two fmall ones, i. e.

fuch
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fnch as their refponfions did not amount to more than

two hundred florins, and that all the refponfions fliould

be paid exactly every year, on pain of deprivation of the

commandry. To thelethey added another regulation,
that in the vacancy of the grand mafterfhip, when

they were proceeding to the eledion of one, they
fhould not chu.'e the cledors out of all the languages,
as had been pradiied till then, but that every lan-

guage fliould nominate twoeled:ors. Astothe fovereign
council of the order, a ftatute was made to determine

that it fliould not be deemed a full one, uniefs there

were preient in it the eight conventual bailiffs, three

grand piiors, the overleer of the infirmary, two of the

moll ancient knights of every language, over whom
the grand maflcr Ihould prefide ; who, on account of
his eminent dignity, was to have two vores in all af-

femblies.as had been conftantly pradtiled till that time;

and that this council, when full, fliould dilpoie of all

vacant priories andcommandries.

Teese wile regulations, authorifed by the pope's

approbation, were fent to Rhodes, and notified to the

whole order. The grand mailer received ihem with

a fenfihle fatisfadion, but death prevented his reaping
the fruit of them, that being reierved

to brother Robert de Julliac, Robert te

grand pi iorof France,whom the chapter ju lli AC.

of Rhodes eleiHied in his ablence to be

their grand mafter.

He was in France refident on his priory, when he

received the news of his promotion ; upon
which he immediately fet out for Avignon, 1373*
"where he paid his duty to the pope. He after-

wards changed all the receivers on this fide the fea,

whom he found negligent in the difcharge of their of-

fice : this was the firft ufe he made of his authority.
His next aft was an inftance of obedience to the holy
fee, taking upon himfelf and his order the property and

defence of the caftle and lower town of Symrna,
which the confederate army had taken from theTurks,
as we have fliewn a little before. The archbifliop and

inhabi-
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inhabitants having complained to the pope, that Otto*

bon Catafleo their governor, who was rather a mer-

chant than a foldier, abandoned' ihem frequently
for

the lake of his traffic, to make voyages into Italy, fo

that the place was left without either garrifon or pro-

vifions, the pope fignified his intentions to the knights,
viz. that they (hould unite Smyrna to the other polTef-
fions of the order. In vain did the grand mafter repre-
fent to him, that the fortrefs was feated in the midfl of

the Tuikifli territories, and at fuch a diftance from

Italy, that in cafe of a fiege, there was wo hopes of a

fpeedy relief; and thar likewile confidcraolc i'ums were

necclFary for maintaining the garrilbn, which his order

was in no condition to furniili. The pope afTigned

only a thoufand pounds a year for the defraying of thi«

txpence, which the treafurer of ihe order was to levy

upon the tithes of Cyprus. Moreover, as what the

grand mailer hadrepreiented to him about thefituatioii

of the town of Symrna, viz. thar it was farrounded by
the territories of the infidels, was the very reafoii

which had determined him to put the defence of it into

the hands of the knights, in expectation that theTurks

might have a ftop put to the progress of their arms,
when they (hould have fuch formidable neighbours j

the pontirf ordered the grand mafterand council, under

pain of excommunicaiion, to throw immediately into

Symrna ai'ufficient gaiiilbn,that fhojldconliftofa good
number of knights and troops in the fervice and pay of

the order. The grand mafter was preparing to fet out

for Rhodes with thele orders, when he received the

unwelcome news that divifionswere broke out between

the knights of the convent, and the council. The

knights complained that the council, as well in the

nomination to the commandries, as in difputes arifmg
between the knights, paid little regard either to the

rights of leniority or to juftice, but regulated their no-

minations and decifions by the credit which the parties

had in the Ibciety. The council on their fide fent the

grand mafter word, that the knights had found out a

way of eluding all their orderS; by continually appeal-

ing
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ing to the holy fee, which entirely ruined the dilci-

pline and authority of the government. The grand ma-
fter acquainted the pope with ihele reciprocal com-

plaints ; and the pontiff, in order to favour (omQ par-
ticular knights, ilTued out a bull, exprellly annulling all

the nominations made by the council in the vacancy ot

the mafterihip and abfence of the grand mafi:er ; but

wiihal, he, by the fame bull, (after having feverely

reprimanded the knights that made ufe, as he iaid, of

appeals, for no other end but to withdraw themfelves

, from the obedience which they owed to their fliperiors)

ordered the council not to mind fuch appeals for the

future, requiring all of them to diipole themfelves e-

qually for receiving their grand mafter, as their lawful

luperior, and one whom he had invefted with the apo-
.ftolical authority over them.

The grand mafter fet out with thefe orders, and ar-

rived happily at Rhodes. His prefence, his affability,

and the exad
j

(lice which he dlftributed with impar-

tiality to all his religiouf:, without the Icaft diftindion,

foon reftored peace and concord among them. He
then acquainted diem with rhe pope s intentions with

re/pedt to the dercnce of Symrna ; and tho' the prin-

cipal perlbns in the council faw plainly, that it was fa-

crificing all thole knii^hts whom they put on that fer-

jVice, and that it would be the lending them to the

ilaughter, they neverthelefs reiolved to obey ; nay, a

confiderable number of knights generoufly offered to

take upon themlelves an employ in which the danger
and glory were equally certain. In fail, there was
no likelihood that the Turkifh emperors, whole pow-
er was daily encreafing, would fuffcr the knights to

continue peaceable pofTcfrors of a place, and that too in

the heart of their dominions, which they had taken fi om
thein.

SoLiMAN I. the eldeft Ton of Orchanes, following
his father's fteps, had in lefs than two years annexed

the beft part of Thrace to his empire, and made him-

felf mafter of Adrianople and Philippopoli. As Amu-
rath I. his brother and fuccefTor lived longer, fo he ex-

tended
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tended his conquefts much farther. The kingdoms of

Bulgaria, Servia, Bofnia and ThefTaly, and the prin-

cipalities of Epiriis, Achaia and Caramania, which had
been formed out of the ruins of the Greek empire, be-

came the objedt of his ambition : and he looked upon
the conijueft thereof as a means of opening a way to

that of Conftantinople. He defeated in battle Craco-

vilchs king of Bulgaria, and had the fame advantage
over the Defpot of Servia ; he had lately reduced the

town of Pheres, which was at that time the capital of

JMacedonia. Myfia fell before him ; and the empe-
ror John, or Calojchn Paleologus, advancing into Ro-

"

mania to (lop his progrefs, was entirely routed, and 'tis

even faid, that this fultan was vidorious in thirty fix en-

gagements or battles.

Yet, as if in all this he had yet undertaken nothing
for his glory, he made extraordinary levies of troops in

all his territories. So confiderable an armament, the

marches and countermarches of fuch a number oftroops,
alarmed all his neighbours, every body ftood upon his

guard, without being able to guefs on what fide he
would turn his arms.

The grand mafter acquainted the pope with all thefe

motions, and with thereafons which made him appre-
hend that Symrna and even Rhodes might be the (ecreti

objeft of this mighty armament. He reprefented
him at the fame time^ that, in the expedition of Alex-

andria, the order had loft above a hundred knights,
whofe places had not been filled up with others ; that!!

the ifle and city of Rhodes wanted a ipecdy fuccour,^'
and that he befought his holinefs to make immediate-

provifion for it^ for fear of any furprife from the infi-

dels.

The pope on this occafion conveened an afTembly
of the chief commanders at Avignon, where it was re-

fblved to fend five hundred knights, and as many ef-

quires or ferving brothers to Rhodes in the month of

March following. The priors, purfuant to a p.irticu-
lar order of the pope, were to name the knights of

their priory whom they thought iri a condition to

march ;
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march; and each knight had the right of chuCnghim-
lelf the ferving brother that he would have to attend

him, and thought fitted for his fervice ; which, by
the way, is a proof that the/e lerving brothers were a

fort of efquires to the knights, and that every knight
at that time had a ferving brother appointed to attend

his perfon, and perform military fervice under his Or-

ders. Thele knights and their attendants arrived fafc

at Rhodes, and the grand mafter and convent were

highly pleafed with fo confidcrable a recruit. But

they had no difpute this year with the Turks, all

whofe forces fell again upon the Bulgarians and Ser-

vians.

The order however fuffered more this year from its

own members than from the infidels . Domeftic enc-

mieS; and the ieeds as it were of rebellion, (iarted up in

it, which broke out chiefly in England, Caftile and Por-

tugal.
Brother Robert d'Alri prior of England, Sancho

de SumafFa prior of Cadile, and Alvarez Gonfalvo pri-
or of Portugal, being cantoned in their priories, and

being fupported by the monaichs of their relpeclive

countries, refuled openly to pay their refponfions.The
prior of England founded his difobedience Cpon an in-

juftice which he pretended the grar.d mafter had done
him., in beftowing a commandry of Scotland upon a
Scotch knight; whereas he maintained that it depended
on the prior^of England. His

'.bvereii^n, who confider-
ed Scotland as an aniient fief of his crown, not only fup-
ported the prior in his difobedience, but confi (cared like-
wiie the revenues of all the commanaries which the order
had within hL dominions. The grand m.after complained
of- thele vrolent proceedings to the pope, who being in-

formed ofthejufticc of his nomination > cau'ed the proofs
of it tobetranfmirted to the court of England, and at the
fame time threatened to excommunicate the prior of that

nation, if he did not immediately pay his relponfions,
and get the lequtdration taken off the goods of the or-

der, which he had procured to be ieiztd. i he fear
of excommunication brought him back to his duty, as
Vol. II. O well
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well iis the prior of Caftilc, to whom the like menaces
had been intimated from the holy lee. Thcfe fulmi-

nations, however terrible they might be, made no im-

preflion on the prior of Portugal; upon which the

pope, to touch a man to the quick, who was to he

wrought upon by nothing but what concerned his in-

terert, conferred his priory upon brotherJohn Fernand,
commander of Thouloule, and cited him to appear at

Rome, in order to be degraded of the dignity of

knighthood, and ftrippcd of the habit of the order.

The miichiefwas that the;e decrees of the court of
Rome had icarce any effc6t with regard to tempo-
raliiies, any farther than the prince had a mind to fup-

port them with his authority ; and ieveral years pa-
Ifed away before this rebellious prior returned to his

duty.
This year is afligned for the death of the grand ma-

fter de Julliac, who enjoyed that dignity little more
than two years. He was generally regretted on ac-

count of his wiidom, prudence, and particularly the

mildneis of his government. The chapter and con-

T ^ vent of Rhodes choie for his luccefTor
John Fer- i ,, , r, ,tt•^ brother [ohn terdinand d Here-DINAND a 11 r t? a j •

,rT DIA, caltcUan or Lmpolta, or grand pri-
. or or Arragon, grand prior alio or bt.

-^ ' '

Giles and Caftile, who was abient at that

time, he being always near the perfon of the popes/
in quality of governor of Avignon, and the Comtat

Venaiflin.

'Twill perhaps appear flrange, after all that hath

been laid of rhe condud of this knight, that the order,

the principal dignities whereof he had ufurped con-

trary to all their rules, fhould make fuch a choice. But'

. in all probability the eledors conlidered that this knight
was ftill in great credit at the court of Avignon, and

that he had the like credit with inoft of the princes of

Chrillendom, who were careful todiftinguifh a man of

capacity in a peculiar manner, whoie advice had a

great influence in the various relblutions and condudl

of the pope's court. Befides, a mifchicvous fpirit of

rebellion,
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rebellion, avifing from a fordid avarice, having for

fome time paft infe<5tcd ieveral of the commanders,
'twas no ill policy in the order to put a man of Here-

dia's power and authority at their head, in a dignity

where the intercfts of the order were no longer to be

diflingnifhed from his own.

Whatever the motives were that determined the

eleflors to choofe him their gi and mafter, the reader

perhaps will not be dilplealed ro have a little more

particular account of a knight, who after having play-

ed the tyrant over his order, became af erwards a ten-

der father, and one of the principal ornaments of it.

John Ferdinand d'Heredia was del'cended from one

of the nobleft houfes in Arragon : JBlaCco Heredia,

his elder brother, was inverted with the dignity of d'el

jtftiiia,
or great jufticiary; a dignity eftablilhed in the

kingdom, to curb the regal authority, and hhider the

fovereign from abufmgit, contrary to the privileges of

the nation. He dilcharged fingly that function which the

Ephori of Sparta were formerly entrufted with againft

their kings. This lord, having for feveral years had

no children by his wife, to prevent the extinction of his

family, obliged young Heredia his brother, whom we
are now fpeaking of, to marry. He had only two

daughters by that marriage, and his wife dying in

childbed, his brother, who was ftill fond of (being heirs

of his own name, engaged him in a lecond alliance, and

married him to Donna Therelh ConteUia, niece and

heirefs to his own wife ; fo that all the eftate of thofe

two great houfes was like to center in young Heredia

and his children. He had a fon and a daughter by this

fecond marriage,and was Toon after left a widower by the

death of his iecond wife ; but his elder brother's, after

many years oFbarrennels,having bjen brought to bed oF

two [bnsone after another, he law himitlf at once left

without any eftate, and all his hopes blafted.

In this melancholy fituation, after recommending
his children to his elder brother, arid without commu-

nicating liis delign to any body, he embarked and iail-

cdfor Rhodes^ where hedelired to be admitted into the

O 2 . order,
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order, and was received by the grand mafter de VJlJc-
neiive as a knight of the language of Arragon. His
noble air, his polite behaviour, and the courage and

laravery whereby he diftinguidied himfelf in various

engagements againft the infidels, (bon gained him the
cileem and affeCTion of the principal knights. He re-

commended himfclf particularly to the grand mafter

by the regularity of his life, and by an adroit and in-

linuating temper, which enabled him with eafe to af-

fume any fhape that might any way contribute to his

advancement.

'TwAs to thefe rare qualities, and the particular eP-

teem which the grand maiter had for him, that he was
indebted for a faculty commandry (one in the difpolal\
of which favour was allowed) called Alambro, which
he either exchanged afterwards, or was promoted from
it tothatofVillet. Andasagreat number ofthe knights,
efp.-cially of the old ones, had been killed in the Sca-
lado of Alexandria, he rofe gradually from one pre-
ferment to another, till he caine in his turn to be bai-

lifFof Capfj,and afterwards caftellan ofEmpoftajOncof
the principal dignities of the order, and the moil confi-

derable in Europe, after that of grand maiter, as well
from its immenfe revenues, as fron: the largenefs of
its jurifdidion, and the number and quality of its vaf-

lids.

Fortune, which had hitherto led him as it were

by tlie hand, did not defert him in that conjuncture.
The grand priory of Catalonia becoming vacant, two
candidates prefented themfelvcs for it; the one, in pre-
judice of the rights and privileges of the order, got a

proviiion to it from the pope ; the other, a knight call-

ed Peter Berenger Nicoifa, claimed the priory by right
of feniority. Nor could any doubt be made of his

right ; and it was moreover the intereft of the order,
not to fufferthe knights to turn their views to the court
of Rome, inftcad of applying themlelves to merit pre-
ferments by their fervices. But as at Rhodes they
were fearful of offending the pope, the grand mafter

and council refolved to leudaaembalTador to him. The

Bcgoti-
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negotiation was fuch as required an able, fubtle mlni-

fter, and one who wa- or a tradable dif^ofKlon, and
could find out a way to prefcrve the righ-s and privi-

leges of the oider, without violating the papal autho-

rity. The grand mafter fancied, that among (o great

a number of knights, he had diftinguiflied in Heredia
all the qualities of an able negotiator. He nominated
.him embajTador to the pope, and got his choice approv-
ed of by the council. The infl:rLi(51ions given to the

caftcllan were, that after having complimented the

pontiff in the name of the grand mafter and the whole

body of knights, he fhould reprefent to him the in-

jury that the order was like to fufFer from his nomina-
tion ; that the greateft part of the knights would find

it a much Ihorter way to arrive at commandries in ob-

taining them by favour and intrigue, than to wait a

tedious number of years, and expedl them from length
of time, and a feries offervices; that fuch provifions
would ruin their difcipline entirely ; that the convent
would foon be a defert ; and the knights, neglecting
their refidence at Rhodes, and the other duties they
were obliged to, would apply themfelves entirely either

to the court ofRome,orto thofe of the princes of Eu-

rope.
The embaflador had orders to iniift ftrenuoully on

the revocation of the apoftolic brief; but as they were

apprehenfive the pope would ftand by his nominati-

on, be the confcquence what it would, they gave
the embalTddor leave to terminate the affair by an ac-

commodation, if he found the leaft overture towards
one.

Heredia fet out with thele inftruifl'ons, and arriv-

ing at Avignon, in the firft audience that he had of the

pope, he reprefented to him, with great art and elo-

quence, that tho' the order paid an abfolute fubmiflion

and all due refpedl to his nomination, yet it could not

help complaining ofa provifion which violated its pri-

vileges, and was going to deftroy all that had been
done in its favour by the ponlifi^s his predeceiTors ; that

he was commiilioiied to lay at his holinefs's feet, who
O *>

3 was
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•H'as the common father of the faithful, the jufl:
re-

monftiances of a body that was confecratetl to the de-

fence of Chriftianity, but whole zeal would infallibly

cool, if the feveral members that compofed it, found

that they were to be bereaved of the recompence which

had lill then been always annexed to their iervices. The

pope made antwer in general terms, importing, that

he had heard a very good character of the peribn he

had named to the priory of Catalonia, but (hould not

be lorry if the matter was accommodated in an ami- i

cable manner, to the fatisfadiou of the parties con-
||

cerned, provided it could be done without infringing

the authority of the holy fee. The embalTador la\T

plainly from hence that there was no bringing the pope
to repeal the provifion which he had granted : he there-

•]

fore applied himielf entirely to make up the difjiute,
j

Kot forgetting at the fame time his own private intereft

in the accommodation. The two claimants law him

often, and he played his cards fo dextroufly, that he

brought them to agree on dividing the great revenues

of the priory, which he prevailed with the pope to ap-

prove. He had hitherto carried on his negotiation a-

greeably to his inib ucllons and the grand mafter's in-

tentions; but he deviated afterwards from both, when

he found that he might,by devotinghimfelfto the court

of Rome, get the profits
of the priory to himielf. The

two pretenders to it being incapacitated by their age
ai:d infirmities to go in peribn and refide upon the pri-

ory, he got the ftewardftiipof it from the pope. This

v;as the firil ftep he took ; his next was to abandon

openly the interefts of his order, and without any lenfe

of fliame, to get himielf named by the poniiff for their

fuccclTor; fo that the two knights living but a little

while after this provifion, he was the only perfon that

leaped any advantage from their rivalfliip. All Rhodes

v/as prodigioufly furpriled when they heard after, that

their embaffador, inftead of following his inftrudlions,

and oppoilng thofe nominations of the pope's, had been

himielf a Ibliicitor, when he found an opportunity of

obtaining them for himielf.

TliERi
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There was no poinbility after this of returning to

the grand mafter ; Heredia was forced to ftay at Avig-

non, and adhered entirely to the court of Rome. He
foon formed himfelf a fecret plan of all the intrigues

and politics
of that court, and conduced himlelf with

fuch dexterity, that he had afterwards a great hand in

the elcdions and the confidence of the popes.
News being brought to Clement VI. that Philip dc

Valois king of France, and Edward III. king of Eng-
land, were on the point of entering into war againft
one another, made choiceof Heredia as a fit perfon to be

.lent to thole two princes to perform in his name the

office of a medial or between them. This knight, whofe

courage equalled his capacity, forieeing that a bloody
batile would infallibly be fought between them, got a

permilfion from the pope to declare himlelf againil ei-

ther of the princes that (hould decline the mediation of

the holy lee. As Edward had been the aggrefTor^ he

went firft to his camp, and gave him an account of his

eommilHon. He would fain have engaged him to a

fulpenfion ofarms ; but he found the Englifh prince fb

elated wiih ibme advantages that he had already ob-

tained, that he could noi prevail with him. When he

faw that he rejected all propolals of peace with dii-

dain, and even flighted his offices of mediation, the

hauglity Spaniard, provoked with the little deference

(hewn to his charafler, declared to him, that as his

commiffion was at an end, by reafon of his obftinacy
in rejeding it, he would go and light under the banners

of rhe king of France. He acquainted him at the lame
time with the permiffion he had fi'om the pope, and

thereupon took leave of that prince, and threw himlelf

into the French army, which was not long beiore it

came to an engagement with the Engliffi.

The unfortunate fuccel's of that day is but too well

known ; the bar-.le was fought near Crecy in

Ponthieu. [he French loft it by the Lreachery 1346.
of fome of theii" commanders, and by ihe pre-,

cipitation of others. Philip (hewed more valour than

conduit in the adion ; he was one of the iall that ftaid

ill
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in -the field, and he ftill fought it out, though he had

but fixty horfemen cavaliers left about him ; but his

horie being killed under him, he would
infallibly have

been taken by the enemy, had not Heredia leapt im-

mediately off his own, and prelented him to that prince,
who retired out of the field along with him.

The cadellan feeing a body of foot that ftill kept
on fighting, put himfelf at their head, and diij^uted the

victory forfome time with the Englilh. But thele bat-

talions being at laft overpowered by the viftorious ar-

my, he was forced to take his fate in the general rout;

and as he was grievouily wounded, it was with great

difficulty that he got off, and came up with the icatter-

cd remains of the French army.
Whilst he lay under cure for four great wounds

be had received in the battle, he was informed that they
threw reflections on his condudl in the Englifli camp ;

and that ibme officers of that nation faid, that he being
inverted with the charadler of an embaffador, could

not fi^ht on the French fide without violating the law
of nations. The knight, as foon as he was cured, lent

an herald into their camp to challenge any one who
fhould blemiffi his condudt ; and in all probability a

private duel would have enfued, had not the king of

England, whofe leave was asked for that purpofe, done
bim juftice, by declaring that he had notified to him
before the battle, the permiffion which the pope had

given him at the bottom of his inftrudtions, of
fighting

againft either of the princes who ffiould
rejedl: the con- .

ditions of peace which he was commiflioned to pro-

pofe. He afterwards fet a negotiation on foot again,
as they pretend ; and it is to him that hiftorians afcribe

a truce which the two kings agreed to for a year.
But be that matter as it will, he had the fatisfadtion,

at his return to Avignon, of feeing the popepleafed with

his condudl ; and binocent VI. fucceeding to Clement
VI. Heredia's fortune became ftill more illuftrious un-

der the pontificate of a pope, to whom, as he had ever

been a particular friend, he then became his miniftep

and confident.

Inno-
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Innocent, as the fiift marksof his favour, declared

Mm governor of Avignon and the Comte VenaiiHn ;

and, as if his favourite's fortune enproiTed all his

thoughts, he feemed entirely taken up with providing
for his ad\ancenient. He was daily heaping new be-

nefits upon him ; he was the channel thro' which all

his favours were conveyed ; the greateft princes drove

eagerly to gain his friend fhip, and he ftiared the pov/er
of the keys with his mailer ; or rather, the pope had

the bare title, whilft his minifter enjoyed ail the autho-

rity of them.

By means of this boundlefs credit he amafT^d im»

menfe riches, part of which he employed in the fettie-

n}ent of his children whom he had left in Arragon.
And to prevent the imputation of bjing ungrateful to

his benefadlor, and provide at the fame time for thefe-

curity of the pope and all his court, he was at the ex-

pence ofbuildingftrong walls about the town of xn.vig-
'

non, fortifying them at proper diltances with towers,
which iecured the place againft a iiirpriie, and put it

in a condition of defence. The pope, delighted with

thefe great and diftinguirtiing exprefTions of his ac-

knowledgments, plundered, as we may lay, the order of
the two

great priories ofCadile and St. Giles, to confer

them upon his favourite, contrary to all the rules and

privileges of that religious fociety, and in contempt of

the important fervices which the order was doing con-

tinually to the Chriftian world, by the brave reiiftancc

they made againd the infidels*.

The death of this pope, who was fucceeded imme-

diately by Urban V. and afterwards by Gregory XI.
was the occafion of his lofing part of his credit, though
his ambition continued as violent as ever ; and the

grand raafter JuUiac being grown very old, he confider-

ed

* Retulere etiam nobilem viftoriam hofpitalarii equites de Tur-
cis in GrKcia, quamvis longe numero impares: invetli enim qua-
tuor tantiim triremibus atque oncraria, viginti novem barbarorum

naves, dum in eas vicinoium agrorum p r.^das inferebant, inter-

cepere, ut narrat Matthsus Villauus. Raia. ad ann. I35'9. num.
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cd that dignity as an honourable afylum againft the in-

fiilts of fortune and the dilgraces of the court. He took
his meaCures for it in good time ; his friends at the court
of Avignon exerted themselves ftrenuoufly in his fa-

vour ; moft of the European princes engaged in his in-

tereft, and recommended him to the knights who were
born their fubjeds : (o that upon JuHiac's deceafe, the

convent, however diipleafed at his condudl, was under'
a Ibrt of necclTity to chufe him for their grand mafter.

Heredia, as fbon as he received the news of his

election, prepared to fet out for Rhodes ; but as he
had a mind to make his appearance there with forces

that might keep up his repu!ation,and juftify the choice
of the order, he fitted out at his own expence nine

gallies, beides other vefTcls of different bulk, on board
ofwhich he embarked a great number of volunteers,
whom he took into his pay. He was ready to let fail,

when he found himlelf obliged to delay his departure
at the requcft of pope Gregory XI. who had juft be-
fore been chofen fuccefTor to Urban, and was for mak-

ing ule of him and his fleet on a great defign which he
had for fome time revolved in his thoughts, and theo

thought fit to put in execution.

Near icventy years had pafTed, as we have fecn,
fince the holy fee had been tranflated to Avignon by-

pope Clement V. During this long abience, though
the popes pretended to be fovereigns of Rome, that

capital of the world was then governed by amagiftrate,
who took the title of fenator*, and by twelve other ci-

tizens, who were called bannerets, from the different

banners which they fet up to diflinguifli ihemfelves ia

their feveral quarters. Their defign, as they endea-
voured to perluade the Romans, was to fet up the old

commonwealth again in Rome; but what they then

called Romans were very difFerent from thofc illuftri-

ous republicans, fb renowned for the grealnefs of their

lentiments, as well as for their fingular valour, which
had made them mafters of a great part of the univerle.

Thele laft Romans were only a confufed medley, and

* GlofTaire de Ducange, t. 3. p. 796;
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a milerable remnant of the HeruH, Goths, Lombards,
and other Barbarians, who in the precedent ages had

ovcr-riin Italy. From the time that KoTie was become

the capital of the popes, the greatnels of foul of the old

Romans, their awful love of liberty, their valour and

intrepidity, were degenerated into the narrow ambi-

tion of attaining the fiift dignities of the church.

The ftady of the laws was the only way to fuch

preferments. Rome, peopled, as it were, with ecclefi-

aftics, was fcarce ever free from cabals : thele divifions

occafioned their weaknels ; and the inhabitants of new
Rome had Icarce any thing of the Romans but the bare

name. Befides, that great city, fince the popes had

quitted it, was little more than a country place, and

that golden ftream, which before uled to flow in from

all the dates of Chriilendom, had been turned into an-

other channel, and ran diredlly into the pope's court.

Molt of the other places of St. Peter's patrimony were

cither feized on by petty tyrants, or elfe, under the

fpecious pretences of liberty, had entered into an alli-

ance with the Florentines, who were then making war

upon the pope himfelf, and ravaging the Campagna di

Roma.
Gregory XI. had employed the arms ofthe church

againit them; they had been publicly excommunicated

by a folemn bull ; and as they did not leem much affe<5led

with it, the pope had fciit an army into Italy under the

command of cardinal Robert of Geneva, as legate of

the holy iee. But the pontifFnot meeting with all the

fucceis he expeded, had again recourle to fpiritual

arms ; and to make them cut the deeper, he had fhar-

pened them as it were after a new and extraordinary
manner. He not only aggravated the former excom-

munication, thundered out againft the Florentines,

but he involved in it all the faithful that fhould hold

any commerce with them, or fupply them with gold,

{ilver,corn, wine, provillons, wool, cloth, and even with

wood to burn : and moreover, fays the pope,
'* we

** confifcate all the efFefls of the Florentines, and en*
*'

join every body to attack them, to icize their per-
"

ibns;
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^^
f<)ns, to make them flaves, and reduce them to a

'^ ftatc of fervitude."

This bull had all ihe effcdl that the avarice of men,
animated by the pious credulity of thofe times, could

expe6t from it. Every body made it a merit to perfe-

cute thele poor excommunicated people; and to felze

their efFe(5ls wherever they could difcovcr them. The
commerce of the Florentines, in which their main

ftrength lay, was entirely ruined ; their debtors refuf-

ed even to pay them ; and in foreign countries, parti-

cularly in England, feveral of their merchants were

arrefted by the king's orders, and made flaves.

The Florentines laid down their arms, and fent cm-
bafl^idors to the pope to bring him to temper ; but not

being able to obtain a repeal of this terrible bull, they
had recourfe to St. Catharine of Sienna, a nun of the

order of St. Dominic, famous over all Italy for her pi-

ety, and efpeciaily for ibme revelations and intimate

communications with heaveh, \\ hich fhe took care to

publifli, tho' it muft be owned they are a little extra-

ordinary.
The fhe-fiiint, at the requeftof the Florentines her

neighbours, embarked for Provence, and arrived fafe

at Avignon. She faw the pope, and in an audience

fhe had of him, made him fuch warm inflances in be-

half of the Florentines, that fhe obtained the repealing
of his bull, though the pontiff had told her, that fhe

would find herlelf deluded by thofe merchants. This"

was not the only important commillion (he had taken :

The Romans, deprived of the profit they u(ed to reap
from the refidence of the popes and cardinals, and the

continual concourle of ib many flrangers as had bufi-

nels at the pope's court, had fecretly (ent deputies to

Avignon, conjuring the pope to return to the capital of

the Chriflian world. To determine him to do fb, they
made proietlations of acknowledging him for their fo-

vereign, and preferving an inviolable fidelity to him
and his fuccefT^rs. St. Catherine employed all her cre-

dit to (econd their requefl: file represented to the pope,
that his prclence would quiet all the troubles of Italy,

and
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«nd that by fixing the holy fee again at Rome, he
Would likewiie fix again its authority in all the places
that had been Icized upon by iilurpcrs.

Peter, infant of Arragon, a Francilcan friar, and
St. Bridget, prefled him likcwiietoreturn tohiichurch;
but what abiblutely determined the

\ ope to
t^ui: Pro-

vence and return to Rome, was the advice he receiv-

ed by an exprefs from the cardinal of St. Peter, who
was then refident at Rome as h's vicegerent, that the

Romans, if he did not return fj>eed!iy, had reiblved to

ele<5l anothei pope, and had even made lijre of ihe ab-
bot of Mont Caflln, a monk not over Icrupulous, who,
without being ftartied at the guilt that is inieparable
from fchitin, had agreed with them to ad the infamous

part of an anti-pope.

Gregory, terrified at a project which was going
to raife a comj-^titor for his dignity, refolved to pre-
vent fuch a misfortune by a Ipeedy return into Italy.
His own father and mother, William count of Beau-
fort and his wife, who were ftiil living, and who in-

deed (urvived him, uled the moft tender intreaties, but

all in vain, to keep him in Provence. King Chailes

V. ' likewiie foreieeing the fatal coniequences that this

precipitate journey would occafion to the church, wrote
to him in the moft prefFing term"^, in Oider to divert him
from it.

" You are going, holy father, lavs that prince
*' to him, into a country where you are but very little
*' beloved

;
if you die there, as is probable enough

*^
, you will, the Romans will get all the cardinals into

'* their power ; and to prevent the court of Rome's
*^

returning to Avignon, will force them by dint of
*^ arms to ele<ft an Italian pope."
But notwithftanding all the prefTing inftances of

that Prince, and of moft of the cardinals who pHed him
with reprefentations of the feditious and mutinous

temper of the i^eople of Rome, the pope was inflexi-

ble being prep' fTclTtd with the remonftrances and ad-
vice of Si. Caihciine, and the other devout perlbns a-

bovemen'ioiicd He left Avignon, and went to em-
bark at Marieilles on board the gailies of the oider,
Vol. II. P which
•

Queflavita Gregoril XI. p. 48 j>
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which were commanded by the new grand mafter

Heredia in pcrlbn, who had with him the priors of
Sl Giles, England and Rome, and a confiderable

number of the knights and commanders of the order.

PtTER Amelio, bifliopof Senigallia, who was in

this ' f)vage, has given us an exad: relation and journ-
al of It, which Abraham Bzovius has taken care to pre-
lerve. 1 hat prelate reprelents the grand mafter with a

large white beard, holding the rudder of the pope's

galley, and (urreunded with all his knights. The fame

hlllorian too acquaints us, that this little fleet being

diiperfed by a ftorm off of the coa(l ot" Provence, the

grand mafter by his relblution and skill in the art of

navigation, baffled the violence of the winds, and

brought the
] ope fafe into the port of Oftia.

The pontiff, before he made his entry into Rome,
got from them, for his own lecurity, and purfuant to

the piomiles made by the magiftrates, a declaration,
whereii they, in the name of the people of Rome,
acknowledged him for ibvereign of the city, and all

the territorv belonging to it. He was afterwards re-

ceived there in great okmnity with all his court ; the

grand mafter going immediately before his holinefs,

carrying the ftandard ot the church. The magiftrates
with a crowd of people at their heels, proclaimed the

general joy with loud acclamations ; but it was foon

found that there was more fhewandpomp in thefe out-

waid lubmlflions than fidelity and real obedience ; and

that the lenator and banerets would not eafily give up
the authority they had ufurped.
The grand mafter having acquitted himfelf with

fo much honour in convoying the pope, took his leave,

went with all his knights on board the fleet, and Cet

fail for Rhodes, wbeie all the convent expedled him
with great impatience. As he waspurfuing his courfe,

he met off of the coaft of Morea a fleet of Venetians,
who were then in war againft the Turks : thole Bar-

barians had a Ttilc before taken the town of Patras, (b

famous for its filk tr.ide, from that republic. The
Venetian general comijig on Lourd the grand mafter'a

galley
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galley to pay him his compliments, as he knew his va-

lour and capacity in the art of war, he conjured him m
the name of his republic, and for the common good of

Chriftendom, to conlent to join their forces for
recover-^

jnp a place of that importance oat of the hands ot

the infidels. Tho' affairs of great confe^uence re-

quired the grand mailer's pre(ence at Rhodes, whither

he was going to take poileflion of his dignity ; yet his

courage prevailed over his interell:, and he embraced

wiih joy an occadon of fignali/Jng his warlike lalents

againft the eternal enemies of his order. The two

fleets joined, and landing their troops, they marched

flraight to Patras, a town fitualed on an eminence, a-

bout a quarter of a league's dlftance from the fea.

As the place had but few fortifications, and took up
a great compa.'s of ground, the grand malter tried to

take it by fcalado ; ladders were laid againft thofe

places in the walls that were almoft ruined, and he

took it without any great refiftance. The governor had

referved his garrifon for the defence of the caftle, into

which he retired along with it. The caftle was leat-

cd in the higheft part of the town, and wanted none

of the fortifications which art had at that time hivent-

cd to render it impregnable.
It was neceflary to beliege it in a regular manner ;.

the attacks were fmart and vigorous, and the defence

was as brave The order loft: teveral knights of diftinc-

tion ; but at laft the machines made ule of in thole

times, having made a breach, the grand mafter im-

patient of fo long a refiftance, takes a ladder, claps it

to the breach, mounts up fiift Iword in hand, and

without minding whether he was followed or no,

throws himjelf in.o the place. The governor on his

(ide oppo'es his progrefs with great courage ; a fort of

duel cnfues between them, till the Chriftian, moreex-

pert or elle ftronger than the infidel, runs him thro',

kills him, cuts off his head, whilft his knights, un-

certain of his fate, mount up the breach in crowds to

his fuccour, bear down all before them, and break-

\x\g into the place, put the garriibn to the fword.

P 2 The
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The grand malter flufhed with this good fnccefs,
and invigorated by the interefted prailes of the Veneti-

an general, took up a refolution to extend hi^ con-

c^ueds over all the Morea. Corinth was the iirft place
to be attacked ; it was reiblved, in a council of war, to

take it from the infidels, and the chriftian army ad-

vanced into the territory about it to befiege it. The

grand maftcr however, before he fat down before the

place, had a mind to view the firuation and condition

of it himfelf. But as the convoy he took with him
\vas weak, he fell unhappily into an ambufcade ; the

Turks cut his fin-all coi-ps in pieces and took him pri-
foner. The infidels thought they had only taken a

private knight; but Ibme de/erters difcovering hisqua-

iity tothem, they fent him to the cartle of Corinth^
where they kept him under a llrid: guard.
The grand priors of St. Giles, England and Rome,

who had followed him in this expedition, offered, with

the Venetian general's confenf, to give Patras for his

ranfom ; but the Turks rejeding the propolal return-

ed a proud anfwer, that being mafters of the Morea

they knew how to recover that place in lels time than

the Chriftians had employed in reducing it. The

knights inconfolable for the reproach they might lie

under of having left their grand mafter behind them \w

the hands of the infidels, offered bcfides Patras, a very
confiderable Cum, and the three grand priors in hoftage
to be kept till the whole was paid.
The Turks fcemed to come into this lafl: propofal ;

but when they acquainted the grand mafter with it, he

generoufly oppofcd it, and would never content that

the three grand priors fliould be put into the infidek

hands as hofUges on his account, laying,
" Let me

*'
alone, my dear brethren, fuffer an ufelefs old man,

*^ that cannot live much longer, to die in prifon : and
^' do you that are younger, rcferve yourfelves to be
*f (erviceable to the order.'* In vain did his knights,

who had got leave to kc him, labour by their prayers

and tears to gain his consent for this exchange; no-

thing could ihake his relblution. He would not eveu

allow
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allow his ranfom to be paid out of the trealliry of the

order :
" if it mud be paid (aid he, my fi.nily haih

*' received eftate enough from me to give this proofof
^' their gra/itude." The Turks, vegard]els of ib noble

a gen rotity, fent h^m into the mountains of /Albania,

to oblige him to be the more expeditious in paying his

rani'bm. He was there fliut up in a ch^ie prifon, and

inftead of enjoying his new dignity at Rhodes,, he was

kept above three years in a rigorous ilavery, where he

had time enough to makeleiious refiedions ontheiitde

iblidity of human grandeur.
During his captivity a furious fchifm broke oiit^

which didraSed the chuich fo4- above fiftv years after-

wards ; the order of Sr. John having the misfortune to

be involved in it, as well as ail the iKues and other or-

ders of Chriitendom. We have (een how pope Gre-

gory XL prevailed upon, by the promifes and pretend-
ed ilibmiffions of the Romans, and /educed, if I may
be allowed the exprellion, by the confidence he hadin

St. Catherine's predictions, had quitted Provence, and

fixed his refidence at Rome, the natural ieat of all the

ibvereign pontiffs.

Bu T he had not continued long there, before he had

the raortificaiion to find, that the ipirit
of rebellion was

dill reigning in that city; and the magillrates, in con-

tempt of the molt ibiemn oaths, far from paying the

obedience which thev owed him, had refumed their

fiilt authority and perpetuated themlelves in the go-
vernment. The

jufi: rcafon he had to fear, left after

liis death thele mutineers fhould tyranjiize overthe con-

clave, and force it to ele(51 whom they plealed for his

fuccefTor, made him take the relblution of returning to

Avignon. But being feized with afudden illneis which

carried him off, a little before he died, holding the

holy facrament in his hand?, he conjured all the cardi-

nals, who aiTifted him in thole his lad moments, to

chule that perlbn for his fuccelfor whom they fliould

find mod worthy of that great dignity. He cautioned

them againft giving ciedit to certain perfons of both

fexcs; who under colour of pretended revelations, pro-
P 3 po!ed
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pofed their own vifions as a rule of conduct to be ob-

lerved in the government of the church; which by the

too great confidence he had therein, joined with the

feditious temper of the Romans, was going to expofe
the church to the danger of a terrible fchifm, if the Sa-

viour of the world did not of his in{ii:iitc goodnefs in-

terpofe to prelerve his fpou(e from it *.

*Tis plain whom the holy pontiff meant in this dif-

courlb : and his apprehenfions were unhappily juftifi-

ed by the event, and proved truer than the predidions
and prophecies which had impofed on him.

For as foon as his eyes were clofed, the t^T'^.
bannerets and magiftrates of the city, for fear Mar. 27.
a new pope fliould tranflate the holy lee to

Avignon, refolved to oppofe the eledion of a French

cardinal, and to force the members of the conclave to

chufe a Roman, or at lead an Italian for pope.
With this view they leized and put guards at the

gates of the city, as in a garrifon and time of war, for

fear the cardinals (hould get out unknown to them and
retire to Ibme city of Italy, where they might proceed
^ith freedom to the election of a pope.

This leditious gang drove afterwards out ofRome,
all well defigning peribns, and fuch as could oppole
the violence they were offering to the cardinals ; and
then let in a company of banditti and pealants of the

neighbouring mountains, a favage let of men, whom
they fupplied with arms, and who running over all

quarters of the city, threatned a general maffacre, if

they did not chulc a Roman, or at leaft an Italian, for

pope. Romano'lo volemo, 6 al manco Italiano," was
the cry of thefe furious wretches, to whom ihe dregs
of the peoj^le joined thcmlclves, and to which they
were fecretly inftigated by the magiftrates.
The diibrder did not end with this tumult ; for

when the cardinals^, after the ten firft days employed
about

*
Qi^ia per tales ipfe fedudu?, dimiflb fuorum rationabili con^

fiio fc LiaxMrat, & ecclefiam in difcrimen Ichil'matis iramincntis,

rill niiferico'-ditet jrovideret fponfus Jefus. Gcribn, exam, dod:,

part 2. W.'ding. ann. minor. 1. 4.

I
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about the funeral of the deceaicd pope were palTcd,

prepared to go inio the conclave ; the ieditioas ieized

on the doors, and declared, that if they relolved to

chufe a foreign cardinal for pope,
^''

they would make
** their heads redder than their hats»j

"
and to haften

the ele<5l:ion of an Italian, the mod: furious among them

piled up faggots of vine twigs and draw under the

place where the cardinals were alTembled, as if they
were ready to fet it on fire. Others flruck againft the

floor with pikes and halberts ; and in order to force

them to comply, they prefented death before them in

feveral Ihapes ; all of them equally fj ightful and ter-

rible.

The cardinals, fays an hidorian of that time, chuf-

ing rather to be ranked in the number of the confeflors

than that of the martyrs, did, to lave their own lives,

and pacify ihele furious wretches, agree to name an I-

talian for po[.e. But before they proceeded to an c-

ledion \o vifibly extorted from them by violence, the

foreign cardinals, and even fome of the Italians, made
a proitfl before public notaries, that the ele(ftion was
extorted from them, and that they did itoniy to avoid

an immediaie death ; and that v/hen they fhould be
free and in a place of fafery, they would proceed to a
new and more canonical cledlion. They afterwards

named for pope Bartholomew Prignano, a Neapohtan,
archblfhop of Bari. They made fo unexpe(51ed a
choice, in hoyes that tliis prelate, who was looked

upon as the mod: learned man in all Italy in canon

law, and was likewiie an eye-witnefs of the violence

offered them, would not make ufe of it to maintain

himfelf in a dignity to which he had not been railed

according to the rules of ihe church. Some hiflorians

go lb far as to fay, that when he law the violence uP
ed agahjfc thecaidlnals, not imagining that he Ihould

jjeap the benefit of it himlelf, he laid to one of his

friends, who was then with him in S.. Peter^s church,
*' that he would never acknowledge any one for pope," whom the cardinals Ihojld be forced to chufe with
*'

daggers at their throats."

But
•

Froiffait, t, 2, ch. 12,
*
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BlTT when tJiofe princes of the church had fcnt to

fetch him, in order to notify his ele<5tion to him, he
received the news at {iift with great ilirpri/e : but thc'e

firft fentiments ibon made way for thole ofjoy ; and
ambition made him readily give his con'ent. In vain

did the cardinals, after this forced eleiflion, Ibllicit

him to leave Rome, under pretence, as they faid, of

ratifying his nomination in a free place j the ambiti-

ous Neapolitan, far from giving into the fiiare, de-

clared that he looked upon his elcdion as lawful and

regular, and to hinder the cardinals from i-epeating it,

had recourfe to ledilion ; and made uie of it to keep
them in Rome, notwiihftanding ail their endeavours

to leave it. They were forced by a new violence to

aflift in perlbn at his taking polEfflion of the pontifical

chair, and the ceremony of his coronation, when he

took the name of Urban VI.

This was not all he exadedof the cardinals* ; he

ohliged them to write letters to the principal potentates
of Cbriftendom, to certify th.it his election was free

and canonical. The caidinals who law ihcmlelves e-

very day, as it were, in a (late b;!tween life and death,
to latisfy a man whom they^conddered as their tyrant,

figned whatever he required of them, but gave private
notice at the fame time to feveral princes, particularly
to Charles V. king of France, that they fhould not

mind what they wrote fb long as they were in Rome.
Their de'ign was to' get out of town, and they got
leave at laft on pretence of the great heat. But in-

ftead of retiriiigto their refpe«Sive country houfes, mod
of the foreign cardinals that were in Italy went by con-

cert to Anagni, from whence they wrote to the king
of France and all the princes of Chriftendom to inform

them of the violent manner in which they had been

forced to put the archbifhop of Bari in the chair of St.

Peter, tranfmiiting at the fame time an exad account

of all that had palled at Rome lince the death of Gre-

gory XL with authentic topics of their protefts. They
wrote

*TIieoJ. (J3 •
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?\vrote likewife to the new pope, rcprefenting to him,
that nobody was better acquainted than himielf with

the defers of hisele^ion ; that b;^ing
an eye-wiineli; of

the violences offered them, he could not hut be tenfible

'that he was no true pope ; and they conjured him, in

the moft prefRng terms, generouily to quic a dignity,
which he could not keep any longer without expofing
•the church by his ambition to the terrible calamities of

fchiim,for which he would be accountable to the divine

juftice.

Urban rejedled their exhortation and entreaties

with difdain, and treated them as rebels aud ichifma-

tics. He feemed afterwards to be a little mollified, and

to bring them back to his court, offered them a gene-
ral pardon, which the event (hewed would have been

ill obferved, had they fufferedthemlelves to be impofed
on by his promifcs. The cardinals, from a principle
•of confcience, as we may fuppofe, retired to Fondi, a

-ftrong place in the kingdom of Naples ;
and for their

fecurity, got a guard of foreign troops, Gafcoons and

Bretons, which Giegory XL had taken into his fervice

for the defence of St. Peter's patrimony. 'Twas in

'this town that they proceeded anew to the clecling of

«pope, and afterfhutting themfelvesup in a conclave,

^cardinal Robert of Geneva, brother to Ame count of

•Geneva was at the firft fcrutiny ele6led by the nnani-

•mous voices of a majority of the college of cardinals,

•and was afterwards crowned by the name of Clement

VJI.

The two popes fbon made the fchifm notorious by
the anathema's which they thundered out reciprocally

againft one another, and againfl: all that followed the

op{;ofite paity. All the princes of Chriftendom were
divided on one fide or other in this famous difpute,
Ibme adhering to Uurban, and others owning the au-

thority of Clement. Nor we/e there wanting on either

fide famous univerfities, eminent divines, learned ca-

nonifts, and even perlbns of great lanflity, famous, as

Is pretended, for their gift of miracles, to declare in

favour of the oppolite parties, as ifGod almighty were
not



178 HiJ} ory ofthe Kflights ofM A l T A .

not willing it (hould be known which of the two was

the lawful pope.
This

ipirit of divifion fpread itfelf into the order

of St John and infef^ed the knights : the grand raa-

(Tcr Heredia being ranibmed by his own family out of

the hands of the infidels, and all the convent of Rhodes

declared in fiivour ofClement », and the languages of

Italy and England, with feveral commanders ot Ger-

many, acknowledged Urban. This pope, to have his

revenge againft the grand mafler, declared that he had

forfeited his dignity ; and not being able prevail with

the convent to eled another in his (lead, he named
brother Richard Coracciolo prior of Capua for grand
-mafter by his own authority. Thus were there at the

fame time two grand maftcrs in the order, as there

were two popes in the church. But excepting Italy
and England, and ibme commanders in Germany, as

we faid before, all the reft of the order adhered invi-

olably to the authority of Clement,and continuedfub-

jed to the government of Heredia.

This grand mafter, who was formerly g^afping ^o

.much at riches and honours, had, whilll he was in

captivity among the infidels, time enough to refledl on

the vanity of all human grandeur. Adverfity, a leverc

but uleful miftrcf:, returned him back to his order, a

difinterefted and modeft man, full of zeal, over-aduat-

ed by the fpirit of his profeflion, ftrid as to his own

condudl, and without any view but the good of his or-

der, the maintenance of difcipline, and his own fatil-

fadtion.

During his captivity^ and a year before he was

ranfbmed, brother Bertrand de Flotte, a grand

1380. commander, and the grand mafter's lieute-

nant, had held a general chapter at Rhodes, itt

which feveral regulations were made, which would

have . -.

* R.hodiorum pnritcr equitum magift:>;r fchlfmatis iaqueisfe

irretiit, ut queritur Urbaiius, qui ob cam rem vecligalia qa.^
in

Geimania Rhoiiio maglftro pendebantur, pontificio fifco infcrti

juiTit, Rain, ad ann, 1387. num. 10.
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have been ufeful, if there had been authority enough
in the government to enforce the obfervance of them.

It was there enadted, that the collations which the

grand mafterand council (hould make of the command-
ries of Europe, fhould be received with fubmiffion, not-

withftanding the preienfions of (bme priors who had

affumed to themfelves a right of naming to thole com-
mandries that fell vacant within iheir priories j that

the great eflate which compo/ed the commandry of

Cyprus fhould be divided into leven portions and feven

commandries,and that the (irlt of the (even parts fhould

go by ihe name of great commandry, with the right
and title of grand crofs ; and that the other fix fhould

devolve upon the knights according to their icniority,
and be fubjed to the jurildidion of the grand com-
mander ; that the commander of the ifle of Coos or

Langos fhould be obliged to maintain twenty five

knights,and every knight of the order fhould be bound
to keep an horle and his equipage, exercile himfelf in

(hooting with a crofs-bow, and be always in a readinefs

to march upon the orders of his fuperiors ; and if he

failed, fhould be deprived ofthe allowance and penfi-

on that he received from the treafury.
To thefe regulations feveral articles were added,

relating to the condudl of the grand mafters, to oblige
them to a flrid refidence at Rhodes. It had been en-

abled, that they fhould not confer any dignity, nor give

away any commandry out of the convent : and to pre-
vent an abufe which was introduced infenfibly by the

grand mafters, who fbllicited at the court of Rome,
to be eafed ofthe burthen of their dignity; a ftatutc

Was made, that when a grand mafler was worn out

with years, or on account of his infirmities had a

mind to abdicate the grand maflerfhip, he fhould not

be allowed to refign it, unlefs he did it to the gene-
ral chapter or the convent at the head of the or-

der, who had the ible right of providing him a fuccef-

for.

The grand mafler, having in the mean time paid
!his ranfom, caine to Rhodes, where he took po.i'eflion

of
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of his dignity and government. He thereupon caufed

an eftimate to be laid before him of the reve-

1381. nues of the order and ihe (late of the trealury :

two things very necelFary for the prelervation
and defence of the ifles and places belonging to the or-

der in the Mediterranean fea, and on the coafts adjoin-

ing ; and he was very fcnfibly afflided, when he found,

that in the time of his captivity a deftiLidive anarchy
had, by the favour of thefehiihi, crept into the order,
and that moll: of the knights, cfpecially the priors and

commanders, had made themieives independent, and

a(5led as they faw fit, without any regard to their obli-

gations. Some of them paid no deference to the or-

ders of the council, any fui ther than ihey found their

own pvefent intered promoted by them, fhole of the

North fcarce kept up any correfpondence at all with

the convent ; they did not make good thei' rei'ponlions,

or ellc paid but a very Imall part of them ; and as the

order was obliged to furnilh lubfiftence and pay to the

foldiers that were in garrifbn in the fonrelfes belonging
to the knights, they had been foiced 10 borrow conli-

derable fums, the bare intercft of which iwallowed up
all the revenues they could draw from Rbodes

The grand mafter conferring with the council about

the d'ftre(r.d condition of the order, and the difficul-

ties of providing a fuitable remedy, the council was of

opinion, that nothing but a fuperior authority, fuch as

that of the pope, could correfl fuch great diforders*

They entreated the grand mafter to go to Avignon>
where pope Clement refided ; but as they were appre-

henfive he tnight ftay too long in a court where he had

fpent part
of his life, and (liL remembied, that whilft

he was in favour with feveral pones, he li^iid diverted

moft ofthe redonfions of France and S_ ain to h's own

profit,
the council, before he embarked, requied him

to take a tblemn oath, that he would pay all the mor

ney that he received from the refponfions of ihe order

into the public trealury ; and i'-" order to bring him

back the looner, that he fnould not. d.iring his ab-

fcnce; nominate to any dignity of the order, as had been

rcfolved
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refolved in the laft chapter held at Rhodes during the

time of his captivity.
The council carried the'r precautions fllJl farther,

and unde;* pretence of providing him an honourable at-

tendance, they fent witli himBertrand de Flotte grand
commander, Bi.iiTon prior of the church of Rhodes,
Eftou de Slegleolts commander of P'riburg, and Willi-

am de Fontenai commander of Efpaillons, ail of them

knights truly zealous for the obfervance of the Ilatutes,

and who relblved to maintain them inviolably : but

the event fhewed how needlefs thefe precautions were,
and that the grand mafter, after his advancement to

that dignity, had no other view in all his actions but

the good of his order. 'I^was this motive that engag-
ed him, before he fet out, to appoint brother Peter de
Culant marflial of the order to be his lieutenant at

Rhodes, a gentleman as much dillinguilhed by his il-

luftrious birth as by his (ingular valour. The grand
mafter, upon his arrival at Avignon, having paid his

duty lo the pope, and taken the oath of obedience, re-*

prclented to him the deplorable condition the order

was reduced to, by means of the unhappy fchiim that

had infedled it, and deprived the public treafury of the

relponfions of the fchifmatical commanders ; that even
the commanders who continued fubjed to his authori-

ty, were fcarce more exad iji their duty to the order-^

and were iVill making ufe of one excufe or other to

keep from paying that jud and iiecelFary tribute, and
that they were afraid of preffing them on this article,
for fear left the fpirit

of avarice, that pofTtired them,
fhould make them fancy it no dilnpnojr, whilft ths
fchiirn ftiil Kept up its head, to change fides under pre-
tence of chufing the right one.^ Clement eYitered into

his views, and agreed, that in fuch a juncture there

was no deaiinii with them, nor means of reclaimincr

them, but by gentle methods ; for which purpoie the

pontiff, by his authority, called leveral chapters, one
after another, at Valence and /Vvignon, and in the ca«

ftellany of Empofta for Spain.
Vol. II. CL Th£
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Tp'E grand mafter preiicled in all tbefe afTembllcs,
and laboured (lili more etfrdually by bis example
tban be cotdd by bis di:courles, to revive a fpirit of
union and cbarity in bis knigbts. Several leemed real-

ly concerned ; Tome engaged to go away immediately
for Rbodes j. otbers offered to pay tbe arrears of tbcir

refponfions. But as tbefe ilipplies were neitber preient
nor confidcrable enougb, by reai'on of tbe Icbilin in

tbe order, and tbat Rbodes and Smyrna were equally
tbreatened witb a fiege byBajazet I. ililtan of tbeTurks,
tbe grand mafter generotilly laciificed part of bis great
ellate to tbe luccour of tbe order, and (ent at different

times, fbips loaden witb arms and provifions to Rbodes
and Smyrna, taking care in tbe fame manner to remit

confiderablefumsthitber for paying tbe foldiers in tbeir

fervice.

'TwAS from tbe fame fpirit of piety, and perbaps
f oma motive of penance and reftitulion, tbat be cm-

ployed tbe great fortune be bad acquired before bis be-

iijgrai(cd to tbe grand maflcrfhip, in founding at Cap-
fa and Rubulo in Arragon, a commandry for bis knigbts,
and a collegiate churcb oftwelve priells for tbe cbap-
lainsofibe order, annexing tbereto for ever for tbeir

fubfiflence, tbe manor of E^ariel, and a moiety of tbe

rc\enues of ibe caftleof Sr. Peter.

Brother Ricbard Caracciolo prior of Capua,
wbom pope Uiban VI. by virtue of bis own authori-

ty, biid nominated grand mafler in Heredia's ftead,

deHrous of imitating tbis liberality of bis, founded, at

his own cxpence, a famous monaflery of religious ladies

of tbe order, in tbe city of Florence, by tbe title of

tbe nuns of St. Jobn.
Dame Perrere Viviatil was tbe firft commandrels

of this convent ; and no young lady could be admit-.

ted into it till fbe had firfl produced proofs of her

noble deicent, which were to be examined by the

prior of P' 'a, uiider tbe diredion of the grand ma-

fter. Caracciolo enjoyed that title with rel"pe(5t to I-

tab and Enpland during bis life ; but upon his death,

J>uaiface iX. who^ during tbe fchilhi; bad lucceeded

to
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to Urban VI. forefeeiiig that if he fhould pro\ide him
a lucceiror^ he would never be owaed by the Ibund-

efl part of the order, for their grand mafier, to Here-
dia's prejudice ; contenred hiiuklf, as if the grand
mafterfhip had been vacant, with diibofing only of
the title of lieutenant to brother Boniface of Cara-

mandre, his own relation. But excepting Italy and

England, as was before obferved, the whole order

adhered inviolably to the grand mailer,
whoi'e great qiialiries commanded their re- March

fped and reverence. This prince died that 1 596,

very year at Avignon, in a very old age,
after having govcj-ned his order ninteeii years and

eight months. His body was carried to the church
of- Capla, which he himlclf had founded, and became
afterwards the head of a bailiwick.

In his private life he diftinguiflied himfclf as much
in the quality of a great captain, as in that of a skil-

ful courtier ; was grafping at wealth and honours,
and facrificing every thing in order to rai!e his family ;

and purchafed in his ion John Ferdinand d'Hsredia's

Dame, the callles and lands of Mora and Valbonne,
leveral other manors, and among the rell the county
of Fuente, which his delcendants enjoy at this day.
But after he arrived at the grand mafterfhip, he be-

came difinterefted, liberal and magnificent, zealous
for the lupport of difcipline, and efpecially for (he
defence of the rights and privileges of the order, which
he had formerly fo openly violated, in order to ag-
grandize himfelf. We have fbme excellent lavs,
or rather wife ordinances, ir.ftituted by him. ftill

prelerved in the book of ftatutes, which fhew his zeal

and great capacity in government. He had learned
from his own faults, of which ambition was the

fource, how to prevent thole of his iLicceff)rs. From
the time that he became grand malfer, he was, as we
may fay, another man ; and it were to be wiftied,
either that he had never entered into the order, or
that the condition of human nature would have al-

lowed him to have always continued in the govern-
mem of it.

0^2 THE
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WHEN
the news of the grand mafter Heredia's

death arrived at Rhodes, the knights that were
tlicn in the ifland affembled in a body to provide him a

fuccefTor. Their choice fell upon bro-

Philebert' ther Philehert de N;iillac, grand prior
DE Naillac. of Aquitain, a gentleman equaily e*

130^7. deemed for his wifdom and valour.

The order indeed, during the fchifm,

^hich divided It as well as the whole Chriftian church,,

ftood in need of a chief of his conlummate prudence ;

nor was he lefs lerviceable to it in the wars it was af-'

terwards obliged to maintain againft moft of the ca(-

tcrn princes.
Sc ARCE had the new prince of Rhodes taken pofTel^

don of his dignity, when he was foUidted to enter in*

to
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to a league againll Eajazet the fiift of the naine, and
firth iulLan of the race of the Ottoman Turks% v^'no

threatened H-.ng'.ry with a cruel invadon. Sigi!monc1,
of the hoLij'e oF Luxemburg, and (on to the einperor
Charles iV. was then upon the throne of that kingdom
in right of queen Mary his wife, a prince, whom ad-

verfity and the various uiigraces he had palT.ai through
in his youth, had rendered very skilful in the arts of

government, but he was a much better politician than

a general. The ravages which the Turks made almoit

every year on the frontiers of his territories, obliged
him to make application to the pope for fuccours. The
pontiiF, for that purpole, formed a powerful league

againft the infidels, in which he engaged Charles VI.

king of France, Philip the Hardy, duke of Burgundy,
the republic of Venice, and the knights of Rhodes.

Manuel, emperor of Conftaniinople, defircd to be com-

prehended in it ; and leveral petty Chriftian princes, a*

well Latins as Greeks, lued for the fame favour, but

very little lliccour came from their lide j and, their

names were of no other ufe than to increale the num-
ber of lignatures that were put at the bottom of this fa-

mous treaty. Charles VL alone furniihed more troops
than all the other allies put together. They pretend
that there went out of France, upon this expedition,
above a thouland knights with banners, or cheifiains of

•companies, and more than a thoufand efquires, who
generouily abandoned their country in a warmth of
zeal to fignalize their courage againft Baja?.et.
That infidel prince was the fbn of Amurath L

v/hom'a Have of Lazarus, Defpot ofServia'',
ftabbed in the midlt of his guards, to revcnoc • 1 383,
the death of his mafler, whom the barbarous

fultan had taken in an engagement, and caufed to be

ftrangled in his prcience*^. Bajazet, before the news of
his father's death became public, obliged a fecrefary
of Ilate to write a letter in his father's name to prince

Q„5 Giacup
*
Abu-Jefid-Benmorad-Gazi.

*
Hift'.ire des Turcs, t, i. p. ^.j,

tiiez Foppens.
• Laon. C halcondyl. X,i.
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Giaciip his brother, to come immediately to him. The-
unfortunate prince, having no notion of the cruel delU-

fiy that was to befall him there, came to Adriano.ile,
where Bajazet, to get rid of a rival in the empire, or-

dered him to be ftrangled with a bow-ftring, a fatal in-

ftrument, which mo(t of his fuccelTors, oat of a pre-
tended fcruple of fhedding blood fo precious as that of
the Ottoman race, have generally made ufe of to dil-

jpatch the princes of their family.

Bajazet, freed from a competitor, applied himfclf
to fecure the dominions left him by his father, and en-

large thef^ by new conquefts. He was a prince full

of fire, of a courage equal to his ambition, warm, bold,
and enterprizing ; always on horfeback and in the

field, thirfting after the blood of his enemies, and pro-

digal of that of his own foldiers. He looked upon the

art of making one's felf feared, as the iurell rule in po-
litics*. Hefi'.Il fell upon Bulgaria, and the fovereign
of the country falling by the fate of war into his hands,
he caufed him to be immediately ftrangled. He next

ravaged Bofnia and Croatia, carrying offmore captives
than he left inhabitants. Macedonia was not exempt-
ed from the fury of his incurlions; and he fell down
from thence upon the Morea, reduced part of it, and

on the fide of Conftantinople, forced his way through
to the very walls of the city. He would willingly
have befieged it in form, but not having a number of

forces fufficient for fo great an enterprize, he only
blocked up that capital of the Greek empire, with feve-

ral detachm:;nts of troops, which he polled in different

quarters about it.

He went to finifh in Afia, the campaign he had be-

gun ib fuccersful'y in Europe. PafTing the Helleipont,
he over-ran Cappadocia and Phryg'a, with the fame ra-

pidity, and without diftinguifliing the princes of his

own, from thofe of the Chriftian religion. He attacked

Aladin, fultan ofCilicia, but finding too much refif-

tance on that fide, he turned his arms
againit ibme pet-

*
Philippi Loniceri Turcica. Hift. J. i.
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ty princes
of the Turcomans, of the old Selgeucidjan

race, called Ethein-Sarkhan-Mendez-Teko, and Mc-

tin, who were poflefTed of different diftrid-i of Anatolia,
and plundered them of their dominions. Could he but

made himlelfmafter of their perlbns with the fame fa-

cility,
he would have given them no better treatment

than he did the king of Bulgaria : but thofe princes

knowing his bloody temper, took a feafonable refuge
at the court of Tamerlane, the great Cham of Tartary,
another conqueror, who had reduced Peifia, Meiopota-
mia, and a great part of Syria.

Bajazet, after thefe expeditions, left prince Or-

togules his fon, in Afia, at Burfa, the capital of his do-

minions, to fhew his fubjedts at once the authority of

his own reign, and the expedlations of his ruccefiors.

He returned afterwards into Europe, and fixed his rc-

(idence at Adrianople, from whence he ravaged Atiica

and ThefTaly, conquered part of Macedonia, defeated

the prince of Wallachia, and forced him to
ii-ibmif- to

pay him tribute. The rapidity of his incurfions al-

lowed no time to oppofe them, which gained him he
Urname of Ilderim, i.e. the thunder or the ftorm. A
fmalJ body of his troops, detached from the body of

his army, advancing on the lide of Delphos, Theude-

linda, the widow of Don Louis Davalos,
whofe predecelTors had feized on that little 1 394.
ftate, fearing to be befiegcd by that conque-

ror, went out to vifit him at a diftance, and in his camp
made him magnificent prelents, and prefented him her

daughter, who palfed for one of the greateO: beauties

of the eaft. The charms of the young princefs difarm-

cd Bajazet, who valued this conqueft more than he did

that of Delphos, He left Theudelinda miftrefs of it,

and brought away her daughter with him in exchange.
At the end of the campaign he ravaged the frontiers of

Hungary, deftroying all before him with fire and fword.

They lay, that as he retired, he lent back foine pri-
foners to Sigifmond, charging them to tell that

prince,

by way of an infulting threat, that he would return the

i;icxt ipring to vilit hiiH; and when he had drove hirp

01^
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out of his dominions, would pafs into Italy, as far a^*

Rome ; would plant his (landards on the top of ihe ca^

pitol, and feed his horlc with o.ils upon the very altar

of St. Peter.

The pope, alarmed with thele threats, publiHied a

fort ofcrulade againd that intidel prince, which was

the occafion of the league above mentioned. The
Greek emperor, the Venetians, and the knights of

Rhodes, put a ftrong fleet to lea, under the command
of the noble Thomas Mocenigo, who lay oiFthe mouth
of the Danube all the campaign, whillt the kijig of

Hungary made all the nobility and gentry of his coiui-

try, as well as the militia of the nation, take the field.

France alone, as we have already obiervcd, furnifhed

more regular troops than all the other allies together i

and when they were ready to march, the king gave the

command of that body to Joh^^i count of Nevers, eldeil

fon to the duke of Burgundy. Philip d'Artois, a lord

of the blood
=^,

as the ftile was at that time, and con-

ftable of the kingdom, went with that young prince ;

and there were in the fame army the count de laMarche,

Henry and Philip de Bar, all three related to the king;

John deVienne, admiral ofFrance, the marfnal de Bou-

cicault, the fire de Coucy, one of the mod confider-

able lords of the kingdom, and yet more dilliuguifhed

by his admirable valour than hisiiches ; Guy
1^97. de la Tremouiile, the ieigniois of Roye, St.

Paul, Montorel and Sampi, and in a manner

all the mod illuftiious
)
outh of France, who were in-

flamed with an eager dcfire of coming to an engage-
ment with the infidels.

This French crulade marched through Germany,
and as they palFed through uavaria and Auftria, were

joined b) brother Frederic, count ofZollern, grand pri-

or of Germany, at the head of the knights of his nati-

on. All thele troops came into Hungary about the

fame time that the grand mafter arrived there from

Rhodes, followed by the principal commanders, and a

"rcat number of knights of his order. Sigilinond, who^D o a
knew

• L'Hifl.. Anon, de S. Dcnisj 1. 26. c. 2,
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knew their valour, declared that he would fight at fheir

head, lodged them in his own quarter, and kept the

grand mailer near his perfbn.

Bajazet was at this time in Anatolia, tho' other*

fay he was encamped near Conftaniinople, his troops

cont'nuing the blockade of that place ; and though he

was informed of the mighty lliccours arrived in Hun-

gary, yet he made no motion at all ; whether he con-

'fided in the valour of the governors, whom he had put
in the principal places of his frontiers, or would allow

time for the impetuolity of the French to cool, or per-

haps flattered himlelf that jealouiy and dilTentions

would not fail to break out loon in (b vafl: a body as

the Chriftian arm}^, compofed of different naiions; and

that the change of air and diet, and the difficulty of

getting proviiions, might occafion ficknefs in the camp;
in line, whatever were his motives, he like ^ wile

prince, reiolved at fiiit to try what lime woL-ld produce
in his favour. The only precaution he look was to

keep the Chriftians from knowing any thing of his

march, and whether he was ftill in Europe ov Alia. The
allies having no news of him, pafTed the Danube, en-

tered Bulgaria, tookfome little places, and on a parti-

cular occafion, a party confiding only of French, and

commanded by the fire de Goucy, cut to pieces the

troops winch the fultan had left in th^
coui::t"3',

who
had advanced to diiturb the Chriftians in their forag-

ing. This trifling advantage, the number and valour

of the Chriftian troops, the facility they h?.d afterwards

in fending out the parties on all fides, {>ufre'd up the fol-

diery with prefumption ; the very generals were infec-

ted with that dangerous poifon of a too favourable for-

tune, and Bajazet was not talked of but with con-

tempt.
They faid that he was lurking In the farther part

of Afia ; the marfhal de Boucicault maintained in

council that he durO not pals the HdJcfpont ; and an

Hungarian hiftorian relates*, that Sigifmond feeing him-

felf at the head of an hundred thouland men^ of v/hicli

fixt/
• Boafin. rer. Hung. Dec. 3. i. 2. p. I'j^*
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fixty tho'jfand were horie, moil oFthem men of arms/

bragged that he would not only drive the Turks ojt

of Euiope, but that if the
(ley Ihould fall, his foldiers

were numerous enough to bear it up with ihe points of
their lances.

This confidence, radi in itfelf, and ever dangerou*
in the event, made him undertake the fiege of Nicopo*
lis, a ftrong place, defended by a numerous garrifon,
commanded by Dogamberg, one of Bajazet's principal

captains. ThisTurkifh olficer (bon made the Chriiti-

ans feniible, by his frequent lallies^ that it was much
cafier to ravage the open country, than to take a place,
the government of which had been put into his hands;
there were fielh combats every day, and the Chriftians

did not gain an inch of ground but what cod them the

lives of their bravefl foldiers. This vigorous refiltance

weakened the army of the allies confiderably, whillt

luxury and debauchery, two enemies yet more dange-
rous than the Turks, infed:ed all the camp, which, by
the young gentry, was made a place of public profti-

tution. It looked as if they thought the pious motive

of their expedition was a llifficient difpeniation to au-

thorile their violating with impunity the mod elTential

obligations of Chriltianity ''. The French elpecially

pafled whole days with common proditutes, and in

pleafures as fcandalous as they were eafy to be obtain-

ed. The foldiery, by their example, drowned them-

fclves as it were in wine, and i:heir drunkennels could

not even be moderated by their indigence; they palfed

away every moment like lb many bacchanals, which

fcandalized even the very Turks, as well as the Chrif-

tians that inhabited the country. This loofenels in mi-

litary diicipline, and the little care taken by the com-

manders to fend out parties for intelligence, allowed,

Bajazet time to advance with great fecrecy to the fuc-

cour of the place Befieged ; he was but a day's march

off when the Chriftians believed him ftill in Ana-

tolia. Some foldiers that had draggled out for pil-

lage were the fird that brought the accQunt that the fuU

* Hift. Anon, de 3. Denis, 1. 16. c. 10,
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tan was within fix leagues of the camp ; they were

eager to carry the firft intelligence of it to the generals.
Marfhal de Boucicault, ftill ridiculoufly pofTefied with
his firft notion, and that the Turks durll: not venture

a hattle, reje(5ted the advice brought with great con-

tempt, and turning to thoie marauders,
'' You rafcals,

**
fays he, you fhall dearly repent putting the ca'mp in

'* alarm with your falie news*." He went fo far as

to threaten cutting off their ears ; but he was fbon un-

deceived of his fatal prepofTefTion ; and they faw the

van of the enemy's army appear, advancing in good
order, and drawing up in battle aii'ay in the plain.
To this excefs of confidence^ fucceeded furpriie, tu-

mult and confuflion, in the Chriftian camo. The count

of Nevers, who did not think that the Turks could,
with their javelins and fcymitars, refill: the lances and
Iwords of the French, made his cavalry mount on
horfeback. He pretended to have the poft of honour
in the field of battle, and infilled on making the firft

charge upon the infidels ; but the king ofHungary re-

prefented to him, that that great multitude of Turks,
which covered the neighbouring plains, were only mi-

litia and peafants, forrily armed, that had been brought
out of Afia in chains, and dragged to the war by force;

and that it was the general cuftom of the infidels to

put a great body of thele fellows before them, and ex-

pofe them to the firft fury of their enemies only to fa-

tigue them that afterwards they might, with the frefh

and regular troops, wh'ch they had in relerve, make
their advantages of the diibrder and motions that would

inevitably happen in the beginning of an engagement;
that the Hungarians, in imitation of their pradlice'^, u-

fually oppoled this (brt of enemies with militia of a
like nature, of whom they made as little account ;

that he eaineftly befought him to permit his infantrv

to ftand the firft (hock of the infidels ; that his
cavalry

might afteiwa.ds, with their lances, open and pierce

through the thickcft battalions of the Janizaries ; that

he would fuftain his attack with the grand mafter at

the
* Hift. Anon. 1. 16. c. 11. ^

Id. ibid. c. ii.
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the head of his knights, and the gentry of his own

kingdom ; and that after all, he defired him to re-

member tha^ the honour and glory of a battle did not

fo much coniift in the firil onfct, as in the laft attack,

which put an end to the engagement, and decided the

vidory.
The count ofNevers afrembling his couHcil, to give

an aiifwer to this reprefentation, addrclTed himfelf Hrft

to the fire de Coucy, whole advice the duke of Burgun-

dy his father, had, at parting, recommended to him tq

follow. That lord, confidering the experience which

they had in Hungary, of the manner in which the

Turks drew up their troops in battle, approved the

order and dilpofition propoicd by the king ofHungary,
and fupported his opinion by faying, that it would be

irapofTible for the militia of that kingdom to give back

when iuftaincd by the F»ench cavalry. The admiral

John de Vienne, an old captain, was of the fame opi-

nion ; but the conftable and marflval de Boucicault be-

ing piqued that the prince had addreffed himlelf to the

fire de Coucy, before he asked their lentiments, declar-

ed that it would, be Icandalous for the French nation

to march after the H.mgarian foot ; and that they were

not come 'io far to let themfelves be preceded by a

crowd of ibrry pea'ants and miUtia, more ufed to run

away than to Ibnd iheir ground. All the young men,

hiveigled by this difcouile, and hurried away by a

midaken emulation of glory, brought over the count

of Nevers by their clamours into the fame lentiment.

The prince therefore notified to the king of Hungary,
that the French could not yield the poll of honour in

battle to any nation. He ordered his cavalry imme-

diately to mount on horfeback, but before they drew

their {words againil the enemy, thele violent and hot-

headed young men put them to AXi ufe that w'as un-

worthy of the name of Chriftians as well as of
French-^

men. Thefe knights, under pretence that the priibn-

crs which they had taken in leveral occafions migh(

embarrafs them in the adion, mafKicrcd them all in

cold blood, without any reeard to the faith and pro-

mile
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tnife they had given them of (aving their lives, upoil

paying the ranibm agreed on between them.

They afterv/ards gave the fignal or battle ; the

French going on to charge, found them/elves {topped
at firll by a paUlfado, and feveral rows of piles fliarpcn-
cd at the end, which embarraffcd the cavaL'v, and
hindered them from marching ciofe together, and in

good order. There was a neceflity of dilmounting, to

force and remove this obilacle, which_, when they had

done, the men of arms mounted again on horfcback,
and fell upon the Turkilli infantry ported over againft
them ; meeting firft in their way the great body of

militia, which made very little refiftance, as thekingof
Hungary had foretold. Thofe peafants, who did not

merit the name of fbldiers, fufFered themfelves to be

cut to pieces, or fought their fafety by flight. The

Janizaries or Turkifli infantry, compoied of regular

troops, (hewed more courage and refolution. They
fought v>^ith a valour no way inferior to that of the

French ; the fight v/as long and obftiuate ; at lad the

French lances open a way into the thicketf battailous

of the enemies .* the Tinks keep their ground no long-
er : every thing that appears to make head is pufnecl

back, beaten down, and hemmed round j terror ieizes

every quarter, and fafety is to be found no where ;

and thofe formidable janizaries, after Idling above
ten thonfand men, were forced to retire behind a

great body of cavalry that advanced to their fuc-

cour».

Tins was a fort of a fecond engagement which the

French were forced to come to with the iiificleis. The
Turkifh cavalry advanced with a large font. The
Chriftians, to prevent being furroundcd, extended
themfelves in a long line, and \vithout keeping their

ranks duly, or taking any orders but fom ihcir own
courage ; every man of arms, as if the vidory had de-

pended on his fingle valour, thiew himjeif in among
the Turks with io reioiute a courage, that no-:hiog
Vol. II. K could

» Id. ibid* cj 224
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could rcfifl: their impetuofity. The Hungarians, YV'hd

ft-eined only come to be (pedators of the battle, and
the infidels themfelves could not cea(e admiring a bra-

very that icemed luperior to the ordinary force of na-

ture. V\\t thoufand Turks fell in this lecond engage-
m:nt ; and the French would have ended the day vic-

torious, and covered with glory, had notthe fire of thofe

•young m^n hurried them on to the purfuit of the re-

msinrVr ofthat cavalry, which had retired to a neigh-

bouring hill.

In vain d'd the chief commanders, and particularly
the iicur de CoriCy,and admiral de Vienne adviie them
to 1 1 the irfidels flv, or at lealt to fuffer th-mfelves to

take breath, and form their iquadrons anew whiift the

Hungarians advanced. All the younggentlemen about

th -count of Nevers, crying out,that it vias cowardly to

let their enemies elcape, pufhed on immediately, and

without keeping any order, or letting their horles

take breath, galloped away to a great diftance from the

body of the army, and mounted the rifing ground where

they thought to have found the broken remains of the

Turkifh army.
But what was their fiirprile, when in their (lead,

thev diicovercd a new army, compofed of forty thou-

fand hoi (e, t hellower of Bajazet's troops ? The fultan

was ' oftcd in the middle of that grove of lances, as in

fi citadel, in order to take his meafures as events might

happen.
- The Ibldios ftart at the fight, and arc

"daunted ; tl.ey even fufpeft •^heir firfl: advantages ; the

certaintvof vanquifliinp, which may be called the firfl:

earntlt ot vi<ftory, vanilhes at once, and fear and ter-

ror loon fucceed to a rafli confidence. Thele heroes,

who like lit ns, make the Turks tremble before thetn,

lays the anonymous author of St. Denis,
" became

** more daftardly than hares." the whole body breaks,

and every one flies for the fafety of his own life.

Bajaze.'s cavalry cuts off their retreat : the greatcft

part of the French was cut in pieces, and no lefs than,

ihree thouiandof them taken prifoiicrS; among whom
were

* Zd. jbid.c. 12,
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were the count of Nevers, the count de la Marclie,

the prince oF Bar, Boucicault the conftable, anJ En-

guerrand de Coucy. The admiral de Vienne leeing all

lod, made a motion to fave him.elF, when immediate-

ly calling to mind what he owed to his glory, and

turning about to ten or a dozen horfemen that (luck to

him *.
" God forbid, my companions, fays he to

**
them, that we (hould fully our reputation for the

'*
faving a poor remainder of life; we m tft try fate

*^
by a noble defence, or die here in the bed of ho-

*' nour." His words were fcarce fpoke, when he charg-
ed the infidels, pierced (everal times into their iqua-

drons, and af er firft feeing his companions tall, oppref-
fed with the number of their enemies,he himLelf,cover-

ed over with wounds, expired on the very I'pot
where

he was fighting.
The Turks having broke this great body of French,

marched with all the confidence that the beginning of

a victory infpires, ftraight againfl the, Hungarians, who
were encamped along the banks of the Danjbe. i heir

infantry, which was only compo/ed of miliiia, as wa
have obferved, terrified at the defeat of their allies, did

-not wait the coming up of the enemy, but broke and fell

back upon their own cavalry, filling ail with terror and

confufion ; fo that it was a general rout rather than an

engagment on this occafion . Such ofthe gentry of that na-

tion, and the knights of Rhodes that lurvived, rallied

about the king and the grand mafter : and tho' they
faw their ruin wasinevitable,by reafon of the prodigious
number of Turks that furrounded them, no body dif-

honoured him(elf fo far as to endeavour tofave his own
life by flight ; they all flood their ground, and fought
with a bravery worthy of a better fate. The greateft

part of iheie gallant gentry, and a great number ofthe

knights, died on the Ipotthey fought on. The king and
the grand mafter would have fhared the fame fate, if

in tlie dilbrder of 'lo general a rout they had not by
chance found a fifherman's boat by the river fide : this

R 2 they

*
Id. ibid. c. I2»
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they got into, and in fpite of a fhower of arrows whirl*
thofe barbarians let

fly at them, put off from the fhore,
and letting themfclves drive with the current, got to

the mouth of the river, from whence they dil'covcred

the Chriftian flee: that was riding near it. The king
and the grand mafler, overwhehned with grief, went
on board one of tlie gaiiies of the order, which carri-

ed them ^^^c to Rhodes. The king, notwiihilandlng
the lofs of fo many knights, was received there, if not

;^virh joy, yet at lead widi all the refpccH: due to his'

birth and dignity. There are other hiilorians who
pretend that helfopped on the coaft of Dalmatia «.

T?5?; day after the battle, Bajazet ordered his prl-
foners to be brought and maiJacrcd in his pre(ence, by-

way of repvifal for the Tcrkiih prilbners which the

Clividians, before the battle begun, had (acrifioed to a

ihamcful precaution. The fultan, whofe avarice lerv-

ed for a coun erpoife to his cruelty, e\-einpted the

count of Nevers and twenty five of the principal nobili-

ty out of the general m-^fTacre, in iiopes of having a

great ranfom for them; and the money being come
from France, when the count de Ncvers went to take

leave ofhim,
"

I do not require thee, fays Bdjazet to
" him with an haughty air, to take~ the mod Iblemn

'' oath never to fight againft me, as I might
i;9??.

*' force thee to do ; on the contrary, if
*• thou haft any fenfc of honour, I entreat

*^* thee to take the field as loon as thou canll:, and
"^ to alfemble all the forces of Chriftendom: th»u
*"' canfi: not do me a more fenfible pleafure, than by
^^

funiifhing me with new occafions of acquiring
^<

glory."
The fultan, after fo glorious a vidory over the La-

tin Chrifiians, turned his arms againft the Greeks, his'

iroops over-running the Morea, and deftroying all be- -

fore them with fire and fword. He afterwards called ia

all his detachments, and joining them in one body, ad-

vanced towards Conftantinople,and changed the bloc-

kade of it into a regular fiefje. The emperor Manuel,
terrifiqi

* Bonfin. ib. p. 379,
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terrified at feeing fo formidable an enemy before his

walls, begged for fuccours of all Cliriilian princes ;

but the ditferent wars which then d'flraded Europe,
did not allow him toexpedt any immediale relief; and

befides, the lofs of the battle of Nicopolis, and the

tears that were flill dreaming for the death of lb manv
noble lords as had periihed there, had cooled the zeal

of the principal nobility and gentry. The Greek em-

peror therefore faw himfelf reduced to have recourfe to

Tamerlane the great cham of Tartary. He fent em-
balTadors to him with rich prefents, entreating him to

life the power of his arms, or at lead to interpofe his-

good offices, in order to put a flop to the enterprifes of
an ambitious prince, who, without any diftin6tion of '

religion, was for enfiaving all the fovereigns that were
in the neighbourhood of his dominions.

Whilst this great affair was treating at Tamer-
lane's court, Thomas Palseologus, defpotof the Morea,
and brother to theGreek emperor,con{idering that great

potentates never afTift little ones graiisy laid no ilrefi

upon that embaffy : he therefore i-etired to

Rhodes, from whence the king of Hungary 1399.
was jufl gone, to return into his own domini-

ens. The Greek prince was received full as honour-

ably as the king of Hungary, in an ifland which
ferved at that time for a refuge to all Chriiiian princes
that were pcrfecnted by the infidels. Palseologus, dif-

fident of his ownflicngih. and perhaps of his courage,
fold the Morea to the oider of St. John *, and agreed
with the grand mafter and council, to deliver up to

them Corinth, Sparta, and the principal townis of

that great province : he received the price flipulatcd

for them, partly in money, and the rcfi; in jewels.
The commilTaries of the order embarked immedi-

ately in order to take pofTsfnon of the province ; they
were received with great joy by the tnngiiirates and

inhabitants ofCorinih, who thought thcm.'ches, un-

der the protection of the knights of Khodes, flifiicient-

ii 3 iy

« Bo^io h 4«
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ly fecured for the future from the incurfions of the

Turks.

But the inhahitants of Sparta afted very different-

ly- The bifliop of that city, who followed the Greek

ritual, and was conlequently an enemy to the Latins,
not queftioning but the order would, as Toon as they
\ve;e mailers of the place, put a Latin bifhop into his

epifcopal lee,called all the citizens together, and repre-
fented to them the misfortune they were going to be

cxpoled to by fubmitting to the power of the Latins,
jn fo warm and moving terms, that all the inhabitants

by concert fent a deputation to the commilfarics of

Rhodes, to tell them, that they were refolved not to

admit them into their city; and that if they offered to

come near it, they fhould be treated as enemies ; (b

that thecommiffaries not having forcesenough to make
themfelves be obeyed, relblved to return back to

Rhodes.

The defpot bemg naturally inconftant, and finding
it hard, after he had reigned as a ibvereign, to recon-

cile himfelf to the condition of a private man, gave
back part of the money, went from Rhodes, and re-

turned to Sparta, where he was received with great

joy by his fubjedts, who affured him that he fhould

find the fame obedience from them, and the fame fide-

lity that he had experienced for fo many years, provid-
ed he would not treat with the Latins, nor admit any
of ;:hem into the government : fo great and fo impla-
cable was thataverGon which theGreek bilhops had in-

(pired into their people, againft every body that ac-

knowledged the authority of the pope; and I don't

know wheiher they would not have fubmitted to the

jTovernment of the Turks, rather than to that of any
Chriilian prince whatever, in the communion of the

church of Rome.
The order had a great deal of trouble in getting

back from the Greek prince the rell of the money,
which they had given him. Raimond de I'Efloure,

prior of Tholoule, Elias du FolTe, commander of St,

Maxeiice, and Peter of Beaufremont; the grand hof-

pitaller,
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pitaller,
made feveral voyages into the Morea on that

account. At laft this affair was terminated by brother

Louis d'Allemagne, commander of Naples, a knight
of an infinuaiing temper, and a very able negotiator;
and by the treaty made with Palsologus, it was ftipu-

latcd, that the order o^ St. John fhould deliver back

to him the town of Corinth, and he Ihouldgive in ex-

change the county of Soleil,wii:h the barony of Zeconne,
befides 46500 ducats, which he was to pay back of the

money he had received at Rhodes, and of which hs

paid 22000 down.

Bajazet in the mean time carried bn the fiege of

Conftantinople with vigour, defigning to make it the

capiial of his empire, and would at laft have taken it,

had not Tamerlane, the great cham of the oriental

Tartars, at the follicitation of the Greek embalTadors,
and the entreaties of the petty princes of Anatolia,

whomBajazet had plundered oftheir territories,adv'anced
to put a Itop to the progrefsof a prince who feemedin«

. clined to put no bounds to his ambition and conquefts.
'Tis more than probable, that the Mogul or Tartar

prince engaged in this war, not ^^o much out of a prin-

ciple of compalfion, rarely to be met with in princes, as

out of jealoufy againft a neighbour who was grown too

powerful.
Whatever be the motives, with which princes u-

fually fet off their manifefto's, Tamerlane made ufe of
none but what were noble and generous, and he fent
an embaffidor to Bajazet, to demand of him the re-

eftablifhment of the petty princes that had taken refuge
at his court, and that he would at the fame time rai7e

his fiege from before Conftantinople. The embaffador

prelented him likewile in his mafter's name with a

magnificent veft ; but as in the eaft, presents of that
ibrt are never made but to inferiors, Bajazet. the

proudeft mortal living, rejedled it wiih difdain. When
he mentioned Tameilane, he treated him as a fbldier

of fortune, and a captain of a band of robbers, and
ordered his embaffador to tell him, from him, that if
he was daring enough to enter into his dominions,

he
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he knew how to make him repeat fo raih an enter*

prife.

There are fome authors who pretend that Tamer-
lane was only the fon of a fliephenJ, or an herdHnan.
Some modern hKlorians, or rather fome modern tran-

llators of old hiflorians, derive his deiccut from a roy-
al houfe among the Moguls of Zagathay. The Tarikh
IVlontekh pretends, that he was delcendcd from Glng-
kizkhan hy the woman's fide ; and yet he took upon
himfelf at firll only the title ofEmir, i.e. commander;
to which, after he had conquered fome provinces, he

only added that of Kurkhan, or the ally of princes ;

which might incline one to think, that he did not at

that time look upon himfelf as a prince. But fortune

having railed him to the dignity of great cham, his ex-

traflion grew up in proportion to his power, and he at

laft became too potent not to be defcended of royal
blood.

We are but little better informed of the religion of
this prince, than we are of his birth. There are fome
who fay, he was neither a Jew, a Chriftian, nor a

Mahometan. Ahfneben-Arabfchach fays, that he ad-

hered to the law ofGinshizkhan, and that his rcli2ion

had a greater affinity to the Chriltian, than to the Ma-
hometan ; yet it looks a? if from a political view he ac-

commodated himfelf, at lead as to the outward excr-

cife, to the worfliip and religion of the greateft part of

his fubjcds, who were Mahometans ; the reft was in-

different enough to him, and contenting himicif, as

Ginghizkhan did, to adore a firft being, and one

God alone, he very freely left him the care of his own

glory, and the eftabliihment of his law.

Whatever was the ca(eas to the birthand religi-

on of Tamerlane, the Arabian Alhacen, in the hiftory

or romance of his conquefts, pretends that this prince
or chieftain ofthe Moguls, at the head of a numerous

army, firft reduced under his empire, falling upon 'em

fucccffively one after another, all the Tartar princes

that pofFefied the north of Afia ; that he gained vicflo-

jies over the Mufcovite, and afterwards fiibdued Per-

ila^
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Ca, Melbpotamia and Syria ; that he made the fultan

of Egypt tributary to him ; that Ibme monavchs of the

Indies were obliged to take an oath of fidelity to him j

and that China itfclf, or at lealt the nothern part of
tliat vaft empire, owned him for its fovereign ; io that

during the whole coiirle of his life, a victory ferved on-

ly to open a frefti occafion for a new war : and if wc

may believe Alhacen, the whole world was attentive,

and turned its eyes upon his enterprizes, which be-

came, fays he, the greateft fpcclacle of the whole
tiniver/e. This famous Tartar had a ftern look,

jquinting eyes, a lowring countenance, and a terrible

and menacing air, that broke out in all his aft'ons.

Such was the greateft of nil the fuccefiors of Ging-
hiskhan, and the lecond hero of the ancient Mogul
Tartars, But without adopting all the fables publifh-
cd about him, 'tis certain that he was a great captain,
a native ofZagathay, who by his valour railed him-

lelf to a prodigious fortune, and by his a<5tivity, cou-

rage, and admirable di(cipl'ne, made himielf the ter-

ror of all his neighbours. He was otherwiie cruel and

bloody in his temper, and it was his ufual faying »,
** That a monarch was never fafe, if the foot of his
'^ throne did not fwim in blood ;" a ma?<im worthy of

a Tartar, and which he never deviated from during the

whole courfe of his reign.
This barbarous prince, upon receiving Eajazet's

anfwer, took the field at the head of 8ck),ooo men,
that followed him, and were commanded, under him,

by the princes his Ions, and by other princes his tri-

butaries : But the abfolute power which he exercifed

indifferently over both, funk them to the level of the

nieaneft officers, and all of them were equally fub-

miffive to the power and majefty of this dreadful mo-
narch.

No fooner had he declared war againft Bajazet, but

lie attacked Sebafte or Siuvas, a city of Cappadocia.

Ortogules, a young prince, full of fire and courage,

» Hiil. de Tamerlan. par M. Petit de Croix.
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had thrown himfelfinto the place^ in order to fignalize

his valour, in hopes of flopping the Tartar's progrefs,.

and giving time to the ilihan his father, to advance to his-

relief: but notvvithftanding the valour of the prince,

and all the bravery (hewn by the garrifon in its de-

fence, nothing could refift the violence of the attacks

of Tamerlane. The place was carried by ftorm ; the

foldiers, and all perfons capable of bearing arms, were

put to the fword, the women and maidens, the chil-

dren and the old men, were all carried out of the town

into a plain, where they were malTacred, without di-

ftin(5lion of age or fex. The ciiy was afterwards raz-

ed to the ground, and the Tartar, who never reckon-

ed clemency and generofity among the virtues, caufed

the Ion of his enemy to be beheaded.

Bajazet, whofe conftant profperity rendered the

infults of fortune more infupportable to him, abandon-

ed himfelf to a violent grief when he heard the fatal

news. He loved his fon tenderly, and took pleafure in

feeing the ^tei\^ of ambition and glory, which he had

infpired him with, take root and grow up in the heart

of the young prince. A death ib unworthy of his rank

and birth, threw him into inexprefhble tranfports of

rage : he Iwore the deilruflion of Tamerlane, and

hurried away with the violent defire of a fpeedy ven-

geance, without allowing himfelf time to raile a fuffi-

cient body of troops to make head againfl fo mighty
an enemy, he railed the fiege of Conftantinople,

pafr:?d
the Bofphorus, and advanced towards Phrygia.

Historians relate a paffage of him, viz. that as

his army was on the march, he law a fhepherd upon a

neighbouring hill, who lecured by his poverty from

the rapacioulhefs of the foldiery, was playing quietly

upon iiis pipe. T! e fultan (lopped for fome moments

to heai him, and being full of grief, and perhaps en-

vying the condition of the poor man,
*'

Shepherd, fays
** he to him, I beg of thcc let the burthen of thy fong
'^

be, for ihe future, to repeat thele words, Unhappy
*'

Bajazet, thou (halt fee no more thy dear fon Orio-
**

gules, nor thy city
of Sebalte!'* After this, he con-

tinued
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tlnued his march, and met the Tartars near Angouri,
or Ancyra, the capital of Galatia. He had icarce above

S2CGCO men in his army, moftof them natural
^oo

Turks, without reckoning an hord of Tartarsthat ^^^*

inhabited beyond theEuxine andCafpian leas, command-

ed by Mahmoudkhari, who had inlifted himfelf under

Bajazet. Astheibltan had experienced the valour of the

Treballians, before he had entirely fubdued them, he

drew from them a body of foot, though contrary to

their inclinations ; and fear and terror, the only bonds

of llavery, forced them to expole their lives to fupport

the dominion of a prince, whom they looked upon as a

tyrant over them.

The battle was fought at the foot of Mount Stella,

and in the very plain where Pompey had formerly
beat Mithridates. The ftiock of the two armies was

terrible, and the adion very bloody : the Treballians

diftinguifhed themfelves by an extraordinary valour,

viiftory began to declare itlelfin their favour, and they

purfued ihe Tartars whom they had obliged to run a-

way. Bajazet fearing that the heat of the adtion

faoiild carry them too far, fent them orders to return

to their poll. They obeyed : Tamerlane rallied his

troops, put him ielf at their head, and (hewed them at

the fame time the retreat of the Treballians, repreient-

ing it to them as a downright flight. He gave orders

to prince Sariich his Ton, who commanded a wing of

his army, to charge them, Vv'hich he did, and after a

bloody fight, forced them in their turn to fly away.
The Afiatick Turks terrified at their defeat, quitted

their ranks without ftriking a blow ; and Bajazet found

by experience, that in an engagement there was no

making the Icaft motion without danger, before To able

a general as Tamerlane.

We have oblerved, that Bajazet had a great body
ofTartars in his army. Thofe barbarians, bribed by
their own countrymen, deferted the fultan's party in

the very height of the combat ; and their commander,
to give the finifliing ftroke to his treachery, puriiied

tiic Turks in their rout, killed great numbers of them,
took
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took Bajizet prlfbner, and prefeiited him to Tamer*
lane.

There are very ditferent accounts of the manner in

which the Tartar received him. Some hiltorians fay,
that he reproached him with his pride, his cruehy, and.

bis prcfiimption ;

'*

Oaghtell thou not to know, (ays
*' he to him, that none but the fons ofthe unfortunate
'^ dare refift our invincible power V Otlier writers

pretend, on the contrary, that Tamerlane received

him with great civility ; that he condu(5lcd him into

his own tent, entertained him at his table, and to com-
fort him under his afHidion, difcouried of nothing but

the viciffitude and inconftancy of fortune. Tljey add,
that he ,icnt him an hunting equipage, either from a

principle of compafTion, or elfe perhaps from con-

tempt ; and that the haughty Tartar felt a pleafure
in letting him know, that he thought him fitter to fol-

low a pack of hounds, than be at the head of a great

army.
This at leaft was the interpretation that Bajazet

himfelfput upon the myflerious prefent of his enemy.
That unfortunate prince, having no command over his

reientment, and t)eing eaten up with a lurly melancholy,
'* Tell Tamerlane,(replied he with an air of haughd-
^'

nels, to the man who came from him with the pre-
*'

lent,) That he has adt^rd very right, in inviting me to
** an exercile that hath always been the diverfion of
*'

princes, and is much fiLter for Bajazet, who derives
'* his birth from the great Amurath the fon of Or-
*'

chanes, than for a foldier of fortune, as he is, and a
*'

ciptain of a band of robbers."

Tamfr LANE fbon refumed his true chara(fler, and

provoked at (o outrageous an anfwer, gave orders that

very moment for putting Bajazet without a /addle up-
on an old horfe that had been, ufed to carry the bag-

gage, and expofe him in that manner through the

camp, to the jefts and raillery of his tbldiers j which
was iminediu^ely executed ; and at his return they

brought ihe unhappy Bajazet back before his conquer-

or, who asked him, with a fcornful iiieer^ and in the



Phileebrt DE Naillac Grand M.ijer. 193

moH: cutting terms, if that recreation was not likeways
one of the pleaf'ures with which his i.Iuftrious ancef-

tors uied to divert themfclves ? To the;e (harp invec-

tives another outrage fucceeded, that pierced him to

the very foul.

Bajazet had married Miliera, or Mary, daughter
to Eleazar deipot of Servia. The Turks called her

Ucogli ; fhe was the mofl: dear to him, and the beft be-

loved of all his wives. Tamerlane, who had taken
this princefs in the town of Buria, which he had re-

duced juft before, caufed her robe to be cut fiiorter

than the knee, and in this condition, in a manner half

naked, forced her to wait upon him at table, and fill

out his liquor in her husband's preience. Bajazet, who
had no weapon left him ^ut his tongue, diftracled

with anger and indignation, and perhaps with jealou-

fy, told him aloud, ihat iprung as he was from the

dregs of the people, and from parents too obfcure to

be known, he ought to be afhamed oftrampling upon
royal blood, and of being wanting in the regards due
to a princefs whofe birth commanded refpedl from him.
The Tartar only laughed at the impotent rage of

his prisoner ; he carried him about afterwards in his

train, loaden with chains; and they even pretend, that

he caufed him to be fhut up in an iron cage like a wild
bead. Bajazet could no longer fupport fuch a number
of outrages ; and his misfortune was the greater, be-

caufe he had always been happy before. Some hifto-

rians pretend, that life growing infupportable to him,
be, to put an end to it, knocked out his brains againfl
the bars of his cage. Other writers relate, that a (lave

having infolently thrown him a fifli-bone, as he would
have done to a dog, Bajazet, after having fharpened it

\vith his teeth, made ufe of it to dilpatch himfelf: o-

ther.s, again, make him die of an apoplexy,asthey were

condudinghim to Samarchand, the capital of Tamer-
lane's dominions.

As all the defigns of that prince had ever tended
to an impel ious fovereignty, he had no (boner triumph-
ed over the power and life of Bajazet, but he propof-
Vol. II. S cd
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ed to reduce all the other princes of Anatolia. Moft
of them, thofe

efpecially who had implored his pro-
tedlion againfl: Bajazet, were continually making their

court to him ; but under the naiTie of allies, they were
little different from his Other fubjefls, and their chains

were no lefs heavy' for being gilt. There was none
but the grand mafter of Rhodes and his knights, who,
though eternal enemies to the Turks, would not yet
crouch under the power of the Tartar ; this was the

reafon which obliged him to declare war againft them.

But as he had no fleet to traniport his army cro(s the

lea, and befides, as the whole ifland of ilhodes was
defended by badions, redoubts, towers and bulwarks,
end (eemed to make but one tingle fortrefs, and to defy
an attack on any fide, the Tartar chole rather to begin
"with Smyrna, a city inhabited by the knights, rich by
its commerce, and having the convenience of a port,
which in time might fupply him wi'ih fhips to tranf-

port his troops into the ifle of Rhodes, and the other

iflands in the Mediterranean and Archipelago, which
he was delirous of conquering.
The city of Smyrna, as we have already obferved,.

is fituated in that part of Afia which was peopled by
the Greeks, and known antiently by the name of Io-

nia, though flnce called, as it is at this day, Anatolia.

The town was built like an amphitheatre, on the de-

clivity of an hill that lay to the fouth-weft ; but from
the middle up to the very top of this hill, nothing was
to be feen but ruins; the lower part was always well

inhabited. In Tainerlane's time there was a caftle

which guarded aud commanded the port. Brother

John de Biandra, prior of Lombardy, when he look

th^s fort, had put the arms of the church upon it. And

though Clement Vi. who was at the head of the chiif-

tian league, aiTumed to himielf the honour of this con-

(jucft. yet Gregory XI. one of his fucceiTors, weary
of the charge of maintdining a garrifon in it, granted
the property of it to the knights of St. John, wlio un-

<dertook Ip defend it.

'Tis
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'Tis eaiy to imagine, from what has been obferved

in the courie of this hiilory, what a vad expence the

maintaining of this place, and the fortifications which

they added to it, were to the order, they always keeping
there a numerous garrifon, commanded by iome of the

knights. The grand mailer feeing himfelF on the

point of being attacked, either by Bajazct or Tamer-

lane, accordincT as fortune fliould decide of their file,

lent brother William de Mine, the grand hofpitallerof
the order, to command in Smyrna ; and he threw into

the place at the fame time a fupply of ammunition and

provifions, a body offrefli troops to reinforce the gar-

rifbn, and a fum of money for the paying of them.

Tamerlane, who knew that Smyrna was ftill

better fortified by the number and valour of its defen-

dants, than by its fortifications and height of its walls,
in order to prevent the dangers and length of a (lege
that might prove a very bloody one, made no other

demand but what he thought necefTary for his glory,

infilling only as a point of honour, that the knight,
who commanded in the place, fiiould fjffer him to

plant his (landard upon the towers; but the governor
rejefled this propofition with indignation, there was
no remedy left, but the fortune of war muft decide that

of the place. Tamerlane,* hicenied at the refuial,
caufed it to be invefted ; his troops began their at-

tack by filling up the ditches with earth, hurdles and

fafcinesp whilft then- archers were plying thofe that

S 2 defcnd-

* Hie etiam Tarnerlanus Smyrnam tunc fortiffimum caftjum

inGraecia, vicinum Turcorum dominio, quod erat holp^al.s fancli

Joannis Hierofolymitani, etiam ea tempeftate, vi deftruendo folo

aequavit. Tamen quidam Cathalanus qui pro eodem hofpitili e-

rat capitaiieus, li vexillum difti Tamerlani fuper il'o ccllocaie

voluiflet, lOgatu cujufdem epifcopi chriftiani, Tarr.erlanus illud

ruUatenus deftruxiflet : fed quia diftus Cathalanus illud cum fa-

flu feu alias recufaret facere, di£lu5 Tarnerlanus hoc as^/re ferens,
et vim viribus accumulans, tandem diiflum caliium cepit et cie-

ftruxit totaliter
j

adeo quod etiam, ut ipfirnet fratrcs dicli hofpi-
talis aiunt, cum centum millibus florenorum auri in ftatum prifti-
num reduci non poffet, Theodorici a Niem de Schifmaie. Llv.ai

cap. 30.
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dtfend:fd the walls, with (howers of arrows. The

knights made frequent i'allies to hinder their works
from advancing ; there was every day fome skirmifli

or other in which thofe foldiers of Jefus Chrilt llrove

v/ith emulation to fisnalize their valour a^ainft the in-

fic'els.

The next thing Tamerlane had recourse to was
that of undermining tiie wails : but the Chriilians

throwing down great pieces of rock, large (lones, and
beams of timber, criilhed the moli: daring in' pieces,
'and hindered the reft fromcomine: near the foot of the

walls. The Tartar provoked at fo brave a reiiftance,

and greater defigns calling for his prefence in other

plarts, he relblved, in order to take the place with a

greater expedition, to attempt a fcalado. With this

view he caufed a prcdigiousnumber of wooden towers

to be built : they were a fort of walking machines,
vvhicli the.befiegers pufhed upon wheels, and brought

very near the walls. Chalcondilas, (peaking of this

(lege, lays, that Tamerlane put two hundred men in

every one of thefc to\yers, which had ladders within

them, and a ibrt of ftair-caies to go up to the different

fioors. The loweft iloor was generally defigned for

the workmen who condujfted the m.achinC; or for the

foldiers who worked to undermine the wall; the middle

floor was to be on a level with the top of the wall,
and contained a bridge which was to be thrown down

x^^iy^-'
the wail \iit\k\ for the bcfiegers to pafs upon it

and force their way into the place; and, upon the

higheft floor they placed their archers, who, having
the advantage of the higher poft, infcfted and drove

o.'F with their arrows fuch as offered to defend the

place.
Cher E FED DIN Ali, a native of Yedz, a cotempo-

rary author, tranflaled out of the Perfian tongue into

the French, by the late M. Petit de la Croix junior,
has left us a relation of the fiegc of Smyrna ; and tho*

that author does not exprefsly name the knights of

Rhodes, yet it is vei-y eafy to diftinguif]!
them in the

delcription that he gives ofthe defenders of the place;
and
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and I fancy it will not be diiagreeable to the reader to

copy that pafTage of his hiftory. The Perfian hifto-

rian, who died in 14)6, exprcfTes himfelf on this fub-

jedt,
in thele, or llich like terms.

^' TiMUR was informed, that there was upon the-
*' lea-coafl: a place exceeding ftrong, built of hewn
"

ftone, furroiinded by the fea on three fides, and on
'* that of the land by a deep ditch, all built with lime,
*' and cemented from the top to the bottom ; that
*^ there was a great number of Europeans within it ;

*^ that it was called Ifmir or Smyrna ; that the Greeks
*• looked upon it as an holy place ; and perfons re-
*' forted thither from remote countries in pilgrimage
*^ with great devotion, who there offered up their
*^

vows, and brought their alms ; that there was near
'^

it, about the dilUnce of an horfe's courle, another
** fortreis upon the ridge of a mountain, called aifo
**

Ifmir, but poiTclfed by Mufulmen, who were con-
*^

tinually at war with thole of the other place, on ac-
*' count of their difference in religion ; and a5 the
"

Smyrna of the Chriftians was furrounded by the fea
'^ on three fides, they were relieved from Europe by
'*

fea, and had provilioi:s, cloaths, arms, and all other
** necelTaries brought them that way. And as this
"

place was feated in the fartheft part of the frontiers
*' of Afia, and the country of the Mufulmen, the
*' Greeks carried on from thence a cruel war, and de-
'^ fended the place, ?.s being of the utmoft conieauence
*^ to them ; that it had never been taken by any Mu-
** fulman prince, nor ever paid tribute to any body ;

<^ that Amurath, the father of Bajazet, had taken the
'' field feveral times at the head of a mighty army with-
^^ out being able to carry his point, and that Bajazet" himfelf had kept it befieged for fevtn years toge-
**

ther, without m.aking any progrefs in it ; that this
**

place infetled the Muftilmen exceedingly, and no-
**

thing was to be iccn but flaughter and lireams of
*^ blood Eowing continually into the iea like tor-
<< rents*

S.3 ^MVheh
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*' WpiEN Timur was informed of the ftate of Smyr-

*^
na, his zeal for religion perfuaded him that it was

"
his duty to deliver the Mufulinen from trouble by

*'
entirely deflroying their enemies. He detached

'^ thither the Mirza Pirmshemet Gmarchoicz, the Emir
** Check Nouredden, and others, with orders, firft to
'^ llimmon them by an embairador to embrace the
*' Mufulman religion, (for fuch is Mahomet's order ;)
*^ that if they (hotdd be happy enough to do fo, his
*^

pleafure was that they (hould be kindly treated, and
'' that they fhould give him notice of it, in order that
" he might beftow his favours upon them ; that if

^^ their obiVmacy fliould foften, and whilft they defir-

** ed to continue Chriftians, would fubmit to pay iri-

^^
bui:e, they fhoiald regulate the fum with them and

*^ receive it ; but if, unhappily for them, they (hould
*' dare to ftand upon their defence, they (hould put
^^ them all to the (word.

" The Mirza and the Emirs obeyed immediately,
<* and coming before Smyrna, (ent an emba(rador to

*^ invite the inhabitants to turn Mufulmen, ufing
*^ threats as well as promifes for that purpofe ; but as

*'
they were predertinated to deftrudion, both were

*' uiclefs ; and Mahmouy, the governor of the place,
*^ had fent to demand fuccour of all the princes of Eu-
*'^

rope, lb that he had got together a great number of
*^ the braved chriiiian captains, or rather a company of
*^ mad devils, who erected magazines there, and fup-
**

plied it with ammunition and provifions.
*^ Ou R generals gave advice thereof to the court,

'^^ and Timur, upon the news, refolved to go thither

<* in perCon.
He left his baggage at the foot of the

*' mountain of Tire ; and though it was winter, and
*^ the weather exceeding rainy, he would needs mount
<^ on horfeback, that the merit of this religious war
<*

might be afcribed to him, and march on that fide.

•« He arrived there on "Saturday the 6th of Jumazyule-
<ff vel an. 805. at the head of his army, and fent or-

<' ders to the Mirza Mehemet Sultan, who was in win-
« ter quarters ai Magnifcali, to advance and poft him"»^

"fclf
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** felf before Smyrna. The like orders were fent to
^^ Meralmiren-Chuh and Bonleen, as alio to the Emu*
*' Gehan-chah and others. At Timur's arrival before
'^ the place, they beat all their drums and kettle
*' drums, and the whole army fet up a great fliout.
^* The place was immediately attacked on the land
**

fide, and every general carried on the lap over a-
'^

gainll his poll: and prepared engines and battering
*' rams for the alTault. They (Iiot arrows and threw
"

pots of wildfire upon the gates of the caftle ; the.
'* EmirChamelec cauled likeways great fcaffolds with
'^ three feet to be ere<51:ed in the middle of the water
*^ near one another, over which they threw great
'^

planks, and from the two fides of the caftle to the
*^

place where the feet of the fcafFoIding touched up-
*' on the land, they made a plain even way, and \o
*^

firm, that the foldiers might boldly ftand and walk
** on them, without fearing their breaking down, and
**

fight there as well as if they had been upon land.
" 1 his being finilhed, the Mufulmen took their buck-
**

lers, and got up on the fcaffolds, afTaulting the
** caftle from thence ; and the way being thus ftiut

**
up on the fide of the Tea, it was impoHible for any

^*
body whatever to iuccour the befieged.
** In the mean time the Mirzas, Mehemmed fultan,

'* and Miranchah arrived, having left their baggage
'^ at Magni-fiah, under the care of the Emir Chamled-
** din-Abbas : this reinforcement was of great fervice
*^ in forwarding the fiege, for Timur gave orders for
** the general alfault. The Emir ofLoumans and co-
'^ lonels of Hezares, with their troops advanced to it.

** each on the fide v/here he was polled, and the aP-
^' fault lafted from morning till evening, and from
*' the evening till morning, the brave men on both
*' fides performing a<5lions of wonderful vigour. If
<* the attack was obftinate and refolutc, the defence
*^ was equal to it, and no body had time to reft a
*' moment ; the engines and batiering rams beat down
*' the walls and towers, and the befieged ftiil undajnt-
**

ed^ were coiitiiiually throwing pots of
naphta,

**
wildfire.
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*'
wildfire, and (hovvers of ftones and arrows from

engines as well as bows, without the \Q.-iSi inter-it

miiilion.
*' All this while the rain was fo excefTive, that it

'^ looked as if the univerle was going to be over-
** whelmed with a fecond deluge ; yet notvvithftand-
*'

ing this prodigious llorm, the indefatigable Timur
*^ was every moinent giving orders to his generals, and
*'

encouraging his ibldiers in perlbn. After the min-
*^ ers had finifiied their works, and propped up the
^* baftions and courtines with ftones, they filled the
** mines with fafcines and faggots dipped in naphta
*' and let fire to them, upon which the walls were
*' thrown down at once, and (everal of the befieged
*^ fell from the top of them, and were killed. The
*^ Mufulmen forced them fword in hand to quit the
" breaches that they defended, and made their way in-
'^ to Smyrna, crying out victory, and praifing God,
*' to whom they offered the heads of all their enemies
**

by way of thankfgivingfor their fuccefs. Very few
** of thofe efcaped who had thrown themfelves into
*^ the lea, and were fwimming to thefhips that lay off,
*'

great numbers of them being drowned in the at-

'*
tempt. After they had put the people of Smyrna to

<* the fword, they demolifhed the buildings both of
*' the town and caftle, and threw the materials, the
**

bricks, arms and goods, into the fea.

** Some great (hips called Caracas came from cer-
^^ tain parts of Europe ; thele had two mails at lead,
** and were well provided with Ibldiers and arms on
** board to fuccotir thofe of Smyrna. When they drew
'* near the port, and faw no marks either of the town
^* or caftle, they were ftartled andftoppcd theircourle.
'' Timur gave orders to throw the heads of fome of the

*' Chriftians on board thele (hips,, and the throwers
'* of wildfire having executed his orders, leveral heads
<* fell into the very fhips. The feamen knowing
*' the heads of their comrades, tacked about and rc-

*^ turned in a fright, altogether difappoiuted of their

'*
expedation."

This
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This is Cherefeddin's relation of what pafTed at the

fiege of Smyrna. 'Tis plain from thence, that what

he fays of the pilgrimages made by the Chriftians to

that city, whither, he lays, they brought alms, is to

be undcrftood of jerufalem, which name the knights
were called by. The fuccour which thole ofSmyrna
lent to get in Europe, from whence they received a

number of brave captains, or rather a company of

mad devils, all this defcription reprefents the gallant

defence made by the knights. The author has not

forgot the great carrack of the order, and when he

treats the knights as fea-faring men, it is plain that

he means thole of Rhodes. Yet after all, they were

unable as we have feen, to refill the efforts of Ta-

merlane.

That barbarian, as' his cuftom was, flaughtered
all the inhabitants, and demoiifl-ied the place. He.
adcd in this cruel manner, purpofely to intimidate

fuch as Ihoidd refule to open their gates to him. When-
ever he laid ficge to any town, they always planted
the firft day a white fbndard upon his tent, to (hew

that he wasdifpofedto ule clemency to thole that fhould

furrender immediately. The day following, that fignal

was of a red coleur, to fignify that he would have

blood,and that the lives of the governor and thofe prin-

cipal officers of the garrifon mufl: pay for their not fur-

renderinn- on the firlt fummons. But the third day

they planted a black n:andard,to declare, that wliether

the place was carried by ftorm, or made a voluntary

furrender, every body was put to death, and the town

entirely defliroyed. Notwithflanding all the precauti-

ons that his cruelty made him take, feveral knights,
and a confiderable number of the foldiers made
their efcape, upon the town's being taken, by throw-

ing themfelves into the fea, and fwimming to the

(hips that were come to throw fuccours into the

place.
Tamerlane whom we may confider as another

Attila, and as a fcourge of God, after filling Alia

Minor with blood; had a defign to pals over into Eu-

rope,
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rope, and extend his conquefts as far as the pillars of
Hercules ; to cro(s afterwards the ftreights of Gibral-

tar, and afier reducing Africa, to return by the way
of Egypt into his own dominions. But as he was

making preparations proportionable to fo vaft a pro-

jedt, he received advice that a king of India, whofe

name hiflorians do not mention, had fallen into Per-

fla, ravaged a great part of the country, and taken

Cheri, one of the principal cities of that kingdom,
where Tamerlane's treafure was kept, which now be-

came the pi-ey of this other barbarian.

The proud Tartar, who fancied himfelf fuperior to

all the monarchs of the woild,and perhaps even to for-

tune, and the condition of human nature itfelf, fell

into a rage at the news. He marched immediately a-

gainft that prince, refolving to cut hiin to pieces ; but

after feveral engagements and trials of his forces, find-

ing he had to do with a prince as powerful and as

great a captain as himielf, and feeling him'elf likewife

advanced in years, he thought proper to make peace
•with his enemy, which he did, and retire into his own
territories to Samarchand, where he died a little while

after*, which was occafioned by his having given too

great a loo/e to wine and women. Other hiftorians

pretend that he died upon the road to China. His fons

divided his etnpire between them, but foon fell into

diffentions, which gave Bajazet's children an oppor-

tunity of recovering their father's dominions. Thele

were four in number, viz. Jofliua, Mufulman or Cala-

pin, jMoies and Mahomet. Thefe four princes reign-
ed ilicccfTively one after another : the three firfl came

to a violent end ; Mahomet furvived the reft, and fe-

veral hiftorians of that nation, without taking notice

of his brothers, rank him as the immediate fuccelTor to

Bajazet.
Whilst thefe civil wars lafted, and thefe infidel

princes disputed the empire in their leveral turns, the

grand mailer made his advantage of their divifions;

^nd to provide for the better fecurity of the ifles be-

longing
»

Afrjl I. 14^5.
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longing to the order, parttcuL'.rly of that of Langos,
he formed a project for taking an old caftle firuated on
the main land twelve miles from that ifiand in the

gulph of Ceramis, and upon the ruins, as they fay, of

Haiicarnalfus, the capital city of Caria, a town fame-
ous for the magnificent tomb that queen Artemifia an-

tiently erected for king Maufolus her husband. This

place was not leis illuftrious in antiquity for the birth
of the Greek hiftonan Herodotus, and Dionyfius fir-

named Halicarnaffaeus. The grand mailer went hiin-

felfon board his fleet, coafted along Caria^, landed in

the gulph, entered in the port v/ith a (buth-weft wind,
landed his troops, i'urprifed and attacked a garrifon of

Tartars, which Tamerlane had left in the place, and
made himfelf mafter of it ; but finding it weak, he re-

folved to raile another, which he built upon a rock
on the point of a peninlula that jutted out into the fea;

He named it the caftle of St. Peter, and the Turks call-

ed it afte'wa'-ds Bidrou, ftrengthening it with all the
fortifications thai art could invent ; the walls were

very high, and ihere were port-holes or openinCTs Jq
them at certain diftances, fupplied with cannon, which
kept the enemies fhips at a diftance. The place was
ftill better fortified on the land fide, and befides the

height and thicknefs of the walls, the entrance of it

was defended by bulwarks and baflions, and 'tis pre-
tended that feven gates mufl be paffed thro', before
there was any getting into the body of the place.
There was an infcription over the laft of them, in the/e
words of the plalmift,

** Nifi Dominus jedificaverit ci-
<*

vitatem, fruflra vigilat qui cuflodit eam," to
lignif}'

that the flrongeft garrifons cannot pre'erve a place
which is not built in the name and fo the glory ofthe
Lord. When the fortrefs was in a condition of defence
the grand mafter made them hollow and enlarge the
ditches about it, fo as to let the lea water into them,
and he always kept a certain niimber of brigantines
barks and feluccas, which upon the leaft

fignal, in
concert with the gallies of Lango and Rhodes, block-
ed up the river of Caria^ and hindered the vefit-Js of

the
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the Corfairs from entering it ; and thecaftleon the land

fide Tcrvccl as a place of refuge to fuch chriftian flaves

of the neighbouring countries as could find means
to efcape out of the prifons and chains of the ia«

lidels.

The grand mafl:er*s care was not confined to the

bare preiervation of the ifles of the order ; he equally
concerned himlelfin the defence of all the chrifliaii

flates in the Eaft : he was a Ibrt of general in ordi-

nary to them. The ifle of Cyprus particularly, which
is fituated near Rhodes, owed its prefervation entirely
to the fleets and forces of the knights. But if their

valour kept the infidels at a diftance from it, all the

prudence and skill ofthe grand mafter could not guard

againft and prevent the ill effedis of the little courage
and daftardly Ipirit of the Cypriots, a nation effeminat-

ed by luxury and voluptuouhieCs, which tho' they pro-
fefled the chriltian religon, (till facrificed in reality to

the goddels of plealbre, the antient tutelar divinity of

the ifiand in the times of paganiim.
Peter of Lufignan was reigning in the ifland at

that time. Some important affairs calling him to Italy,

he, before his letting out, left the government of his

kingdom to the count of Rohas or Rohais ; fo they
then called the county of Edcffa, of which however
he was only the titular lord, lince the conqucft made
of it by the infidels. The regent, in the king's ab-

lence, debauched the queen, as they pretend, and in^

concert with her, took meafures to deprive him of his

crown : *twas almoll: impoffible for them to have car-

ried their iniquity higher. The king having advice of

their ill defigns, by an exprefs (ecretly di(patched to

him by a loi-d whole name was Vifconti, returned

home immediately, caufed the traitor to beleized, and

delivered him into the hands of juftice to be punifhed

according to the rigour of the law. But as the laws

3n that effeminate nation had fcarce any vigour at all,

the judges beirg corrupted by the queen's credit and

her adulterer's pre(ents, pronounced him innocent, and

Vifconti was condemned as a Handeier to perpetual
banifhrneat
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banidimen t. The king, enraged at a fentence that

dirtionoured him, changed from a wife and moderate

prince, to be a furioMsand cruel tyrant ; and in order
to revenge hi mlelf, Fell upon all his Idbjedts without di-

ltin6tion. He loaded them with irons, confiicated

their goods, ravifhed the honour of their wives and

daughters, and even abandoned them to the minifter*

of his tyranny upon the flighicfl pretences ; and the

leaft fufpicion of rebellion was the lams thing as if the

criminal had been found guilty, who was
imzriediatelj

hurried away to punilhment.
The common priibns not being fufficient to hold

thegrear number of unhappy wretches whom he caui-

cd to be feized every day. he ordered a nev/ one to be
buih in the middle of the public fquare ; and from the

molt refined vengeance, forced even peribns ofquality
of boih texes to work, at it, and affift the maibns. la
this number of perlbns born for flavery, there hap-
pened to be a woman of fpirit, who tried to engage
them to throw ufFlb detefxable a yoke. To gain her

point, fhe, who was a gentlewoman born, and of one
of the belt families in the iiland, under pretence of

walking with greater eaie under the burdens (he was
forced to carry, tucked up her petticoats and ftiift a-

bove her knees, and continued \'o till the king, who
came regularly every day to lee his workmen, appear-
ed with all his court about him : as foon as file law
him, file let down her petticoats, but when he was

gone by, (he tucked them up again. Some perfons,
icandalized at this breach ofmodefty, demanding of her

why (he veiled her nakednefs bel-bre the king only,
**

Betaufe, (ays (he, women are Hot fo (crupulous be-
** fore one another on that head *

; and as to you there
'*

is not any one among you that leems to have any
**

thing of ihe man in him but the king." This re-

proach raifcd a violent indignation in the Cypriots :

they were aihamed of their uwn weakneis and cowar-
dice, and fell immediately upon the king and fiew him.
Vol. U. T They

* Hiil. 4e ride de Chypre par Ant. Maria GratiaDi.
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They gave the crown to Petrin or Peter 11. his Ton, «

young child, who was ftill under the diredion of a go-
vernor, and put the regency of the kingdom into the

hands of James deLufignan, a prince of the blood, and
the child's uncle.

This prince, at his acceflion to the government of
the kingdom, or as orhers fay, at the young king's
coronation, made a noble feaft : a great number of
Venetian and Genoefe noblemen were at this royal en-

tertainment. The feft rangers diiputed for precedence,
but by the regent's credit it was decided that day in

favour of the Venetians. The Genoele, in order to re-

venge them:elves, reiblved to carry it by force, and a-

•grced together to come the next day to the palace with

arms concealed under their cloaks. The regent hav-

ing notice of their plot, ordered eight noble Genoefe,
mho were walking in the hall of the palace, to be

thrown out of the windows : and to make the a fe

ftiil more odious, they pretend, that thefe noble-

men were entirely ignorant of the defign of their

countrymen.
This news being carried to Genoa, the ienate, to

revenge the barbarous outrage, lent a ftrong fleet to

Cyprus, with fourteen thouland land forces on board,
under the command of Peter Fregofe. The Genoefe

ravaged the iiland, befieged and took Famagufta, and

(eizcd upon the regent, who was carried ignominioufly
with the princels his wife to Genoa, and (hut up in

prifon. He continued there till the young king his

nephew's death, who leaving no ifTue, he became his

heir. The Genoefe in this juncture fet him at liberty,

but fold it him very dear ; and before they lliffcred him
to embark, in order to return to his dominions, they

obliged him to make them a ceflion of the city of Fa-

magufta, to be enjoyed by them in abfblutefovereignty,
and to iLibmit to pay them an annual tribute of ten

thoufand ducats.

James, to gain his liberty and crown, figned the

treaty, relbh ing to give it one day fuch an explanati-

:*ja as Iliould be i'uitable to his intercfl:. The fituation

^ of
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©f his affairs did not allow himj during his life, to get
j'id of this

vaiTal-age. Janus his fbii, 'io called becaufe

h« was born at Genoa, being brought up from his

cradle in an hereditary hatred againft the Gcnoefe, at-

tempted to Ibrprife the city of Famagufta ; vvliith oc-

cafioned a war between that prince and the Genoele.-

Thole republicans had for a long time been torn to

pieces by the terrible dillenAons that broke out be-

tween the body of the nobility and the people, and
had a little before given up themi'elves to Charles VI.

king of France, who had pnt John le Meingre, called

raarfnal de Boucicault, to command in Genoa, as go-
vernor or viceroy. That lord, to oppo/e the defigns
of the king of Cyprus, ordered a fleet to be fitted out

immediately, relblviag to command it in perlbn ; and
till this armament might be in a condition to let lail,

he difpatched away Anthony Grimaldi, knight of the

order of Sr. John of Jerufalem, with three gallies and
fome land forces, which entered the port of Famagufta,
without the ieait oppofiiion.
BouciCAU LT, having equipped (even great vefTels-

and nine gallies, ict (ail for the Levant ; he landed
firil in the ille of Rhodes, and was received by the

grand mailer and the knights with all the honours due
to his perfonai merit, a«d 10 the dignity of the prince
he reprefented. \ he grand maftcr lodged him in his

own palace, and enteriained him feveral times in a
caltle or banquenng-houfe feated on a rifing ground
near the ciiy. In the di(courles that paflTcd between
tkefe two great men in private, the grand ujafter re-

preiented to the marfhal,That whatever pleafure he had
to iee him in the ifie of Rhodes, he could not help

being ienfibly concerned at the occafion that brought
him thither with an army ; that the '(land of Cyprus
lying in the neighbourhood of Paledine and Egypt,
had always hithei to been a convenient place for all the

EuiOj.ean fleets to put in at i that it wa.^ the firongeft
bulwark the Chrillians had then left in the Ealt ; that

"he was going with his army to bring upon it all the

^gJamities that are inlcparable from war j that he was
T 2 even
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even going to afliO: the Saracens, and facilitate tLely

conqucft of the iflanJ ; and then conjured him to luf-

fer him to go over into Cyprus, being in hopes that

God would blefs his voyage and intentions ; and he

niight perhaps be happy enough to reftore peace and

amity between the two nations.

BoUciCAULT replied, that conqueft was not (b

much his bufinels as the preferving. the rights of a re-

public thai had put it (elf under the protection of the

king his mafler ; that the king of Cyprus might have

peace if he plealed, and would give over his enterprife
on Famagufta, and that as for himielf, he had much
lathrr turn his arms againft the infidels, than em-

ploy them again ft a chridian king, eipecially againfl
a prince whole illjftrious houle derived its original
from France.

The grand mailer having got fb favourable an an-

fvver, ordered the admiral galley to be fitted out, and-

taking two others with him for a convoy, let lail for

Cyprus. The marlhal not caring to remain idle dur-

ing the.grand mafter's voyage, went on board his fleet,

thinking to ravage the country about Alexandretta, a

city of Syria then called Leicandelours or Scandcroon,
lituated twenty five leagues from ^Aleppo on the gulph
of Lajazzo, in the midll of fome marfhcs, and but a

little diftancefrom the fea ; a Turkifh prince was lord

of it at that time. Boucicault landed his troops, which
confiiled of Boo knights and efquires, among which
were the banners of the marfhal, of the ieignior d'Acher,
of the Ieignior of Chateau Morant, of mclfire William

de Naillac, of the fame name with the grand mafter ;

and thofe likewile of the feigniors Chateauneuf and

Puyo« ; he had about :?ooo men on board that little

fleet in all. The lord of the country was then five

great days journey from Alexandretta, and was en-

camped on his frontiers to oppoie his brother who dii^

puted the ieigniory with him. 1 he marfhal taking

advantage of his ablence, ordered the (eignior ofCha-

teau-Morant to attack the lower town, w hilft brother

Lewio de Culan, who executed the office,of camp-mar-
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fhal in this little army, guarded a narrow pafs that hin-

dered any fuccours from being thrown into the place.
The attack and defence were fmart on both fides ; the

Chriftianswere twice repulled, but returning the third

timeto the alTjult, carried what was called the lower

town, that was inhabited chiefly by mcrchanis. Every

thing there was plundered, and their rich magazines

amply rewarded the valour of the foldiers, whiKl at the

lame time the marfhal's fleet made themfelves mailers of

the port. The lord of Scanderoon having advice, that

whild he was defending the entry of his country again(t
his brother, the Chriftians were on the point of taking
his capital, haitened to the fuccour of the place, which
was much (Iraitned. He made (everal attempts to

throw in fuccour, but finding all the pafTes lecured by
the marflial's troops, he had recourle to treaty, a me-
thod always mod fuitable to the weaker fide, and lent

cmbafTadors to the marfhal to complain, that v/iihout

having ever had any diipute with the Genoefe, and

without any previous declaration of war, he had fallen

upon his dominions, and there committed ads of hofti-

lity, which are never pradiied but between open and de-
clared enemies.

His ambaflTadors added, that how jufl: foever the

^complaints of their mader were, yet if the maiOial

Would withdraw his troops out of his territo.ies, he
was ready to enter into a Itrid confederacy with him j

and in cafe he came to a rupture with the king ofCy-
prus, he would oblige him.'cif to furnilh him all the

necelTary fupplies for fuftaining that war in an iiiandia

remote from Genoa.

The marfhal liftened to thefe proposals the more

willingly, in that if he was obliged to make war ia-

Cyprus, he might draw provifions and other fuccours-

from that country which lay near the iflaud ; and be-

fides he was afraid of making any ftay on rhat
ct>ail:, in

a feafon when the air of Alexandreaa was :o very un-
wholfom and dangerous, by realba of the exhaUdons

-arifing from the marfhes, when tho.e who did not die

fUtright, would be luie Bot to come oti w'tiiout ^

T 3 g^icvoud
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grievous fit of (icknefs. Having therefore made hi»

treaty wiih the iord of the country, and fpent only 14

days in the expedition, he re-e.nbai ked his troops, and
(load off for the coaft of the ille of Cy;jrus, to haften

the gr-nd inafter's negotiation, but he found the aiFair

very much forwarded.

That prince having a conference with the kino-,

made him ienfible of the power of the Gcnoe e, and

represented to him that he was not in a condition to

make head againft the forces of that republic ; eipeci-

ally \vhen commanded by a general of the marfhars ex-
'

peiience; that if he fhould call the Venetians to his

fuccour, he would make his country the theatre of a

bloody war ; that he him elf would be the vid^im of it;

and that whoever would be vi<5lorious in war, he
"would have nothing left him but the choice of his ty-
rants ; that he therefore adviied him to adhere

rcligi-

oufly to the treaty which the Genoele had made with
the king his father, and not to trouble them in the

pofTcirion of Famagufta, by wh'ch means he would iu-

tereft them in the defence of the whole illand, a-

gainft the enterpri;es of the fuhans of Egypt, who
had leveral times attempted already to make themselves,

mafters of it.

Tpi I s reprefentation was not only founded upon good j

fcnfe and the wiled politics, but being given from the

grand mafter, was fomeihing more th^n bare advice.

The kings of Cyprus had for many years been lup-

ported meerly by the protection and fjccours which

they drew from Rhodes; and the prince then reign'ng
could not rejedl the grand mailer's good offices and me-^

diation, without incurring the indignation of the

whole order. The grand mailer indeed was at that

time conlidered as the moll powerful chrillian prince
in cU the eall ; and the order never had braver offi-

cers, nor a greater number of them. The convent
was generally peopled with a thoufand knights ; moll
of the illes called Sporades depended on it, and the

vas covered with their fleets. The Khodian merch

tinder the prote(Sli©a and convoy of the y^^ch of

order^
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order, grew rich at the fame time by their com'nerce :

there was not a corlair that durft venture near the leas

of Lycia,and we may affi.m,that the arms of the order

was as terrible to the intideU, as its valour was gene-

rally erteemed by the princes of ChriftenJom ; ib that

t is leis furprizing the king of Cyprus ihould pay ib

iubm'flive a deference to the grand inafter's lentiin^nts.

It was agreed between them, that the liege of Fama-

gufta (hould be railed, and the king, by the grand
malter's mediation, had a conference with the mar-
shal : but a difficulty (Parted up, which had like

to have ruined the negotiation before the
treaty was

figned.
The Genoele engaged Boucicault to Infift that the

king of Cyprus fhouid le-imburfe them the expence oF
the war, which they made amount to very confiderable
fums. The king pretended on the contrary, that

they ougiit to be fatisficd that he had, out of regard to

the grand mafter, beenpleafed to be content to rai/e the

liege of a place which had belonged to his anccllors

for lb many ages, and which he was on the point of

reducing, iioch fides maintained their pretenfions with

equal ardour, and ihere was realbn to apprehend that

this article might break off the whole treaty ; but the

grand matter, who kirew the importance and neceffi.y
of a peace, prevailed with the king of Cyprus to pay
the Genoele 70 ooo ducats ; and as the young prince
was not matter of luch a fum, he got it lent him out
of thetreaiury of the order, which for

lecurity had the

regal crown,wi[h velTcls of gold and filver, and precious
ftones, as a pawn, till the money advanced fhouid be
all paid. After the conclufionof this treaty, the grand
mafter and the ma; dial re-imbarked, but before they

. returned fo Rhodes, they reiolved to ravage the coafts

of Syria andPaklline, which were then in the polTefli-
onboth of the Saracens, and the troops ofTameilane,
Thev landed on the foaft of Tripoli thinking to fur-

prile the garri-on and inhabitants of the place ; but thev
found the Ihore defended by above 1 50^0 men, in which
number were 6co cavalry, part of Tamerlane's trooDs^
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all dreflTed, fays the hiftorianof Boucicault, in fine vel*

vet and cloth of gold.
Thou gh the Chriftians faw plainly that the infi-

tlels had notice of their defign, and were prepared to

receive them, yet they relblved to make a delcent up-
on the coafts of the Saracens. Tlie marflial put hini-

ielf at their head with the grand mafter, who was at-

tended by brother Raimond de Lefture, grand prior
of Touloufe, brother Peter deBcaufremont, hofpitaller,
and a great number of other knights of the order..

Thefe knights, hurried on by their courage, and with-

out waiting till the boars coald put them on fliore,

threw themlelves up to the neck in the lea, and ad-

vanced boldly fwordin hand againft the infidels ; and

though the chriftian troops made at molT: but 3000 men
and the Saracens army was computed at 15,000, our

knights, fuftained by the troops of Genoa, charged
them fo furioujQy, that the barbarians, not able to

{land the attack, gave ground and fled, but rallied af-

terwards at fbme dillance from the Ihore, when their

commanders drew them up in order of battle. There
was no great likelihood that the Chriftians Ihould with
Ho fmall force advance, and attack that great body of

Saracens, which was likewiie covered with hedges
and defiles, and had the ftrong city of Tripoli behind

them. But the grand mailer and the marflial could

not bring themfelves, notwithftanding the inequality
of number, to re-embark without advancing nearer

them ; fo that letting their foldiers take breath a while,

they divided their little army into three bodies ; and

taking care not to get at too great a diftance from the

fhore, for fear of being intercepted by the Saracens,

they march towards them, and attack them ("word in

hand. They charge on both fides, and dole together
in a moment ; the combat grows bloody, and lafts for

(bmetime with fury ; but the greateft lols falling up-
on the infidels, they can no longer bear up againft the

efforts of theChriftians ; they retire into gardens planted
with fruit-trees, and fenced about with thick hedges,

but not thiiiliiDg themlelves iafe enough there, moft of
them
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them run to the very city for refuge ; in a word, the

whole body is broke, and the chr'ftian generals meet

with no enemy to refift them However not having
a fufhcient body of troops to form the liege ofTripoli,
a place of great flrength, and defended by a garriiba

nuinerous eno-jgh to take the field, the Chriltians re-

cmbaiked ; but before they returned, the grand mafter

and the ma (hal,re/blved to make an attempt onBaruth,

and try if they (hould find the enemy on their guard,
and prepaied to receive them.

Baruth, or Berytus, a town of Phoenicia, was at

that time confiderabie on account of its comn>erce. Its

harbour ferved for a iort of ftaple to all the merchan-

dize carried from Egypt into l^urope; and moil of the

vhjiflian merchants, and particularly the Venetians,

had their counting-ho. fes ikid cpnfiderablc magazines
there. The Chriftian fleet failing on in its couKe
faw alight bark, called at that time Grippcrio, coming
out of the port of Baruth, and making all the fail it

could to get out to /ea. and eTcape from the Chriflians;

but a galley being ordered to purfue it, fbon came up
with ir, and brought it back to the generals. The

captain of this little vefTel being examined according to

the laws of war, about hi^ condition and circumftances,
and the reafons of his eagernefs to avoid the Chi iftian

fleet, he owned himiclf a Chriftian and a Venetian,
but did not care to fay more. However, being threat-

ned to be put to the rack, the fear of torture made
him confers, that he had been diljpa-ched by the Vene-
tian general to all the fea-ports of Phoenicia, Paleftine

and
>!^gypt, to give the flibje<Ss of the Ibltan of F-gypt

advice of the Chriftians being at tea, under i he com-
mand of the grand mafter of Rhodes and the governor
ofGenoa, in order that they might take the necefTary

precautions againft the enterpriies of their enemies.

Moft of the Ibidiers and officers of ihc fleet, enraged
at the intelligence given them by this Venetian, were
for throwing him into the fea, but were hindered by
their generals, who coniiGued firm iji their reiblution

«f
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of keeping on their courfe and making a dcfcent near

Baruth.

As the town was but poorly fortified, the inhabi-

tants, upon the advice brought them by the Venetian,
had carried otf the bed of their tifi^dts to the woods and

mountains. This did not prevent the Chridians from

landing ; and after pkindering the town, they fet it

on fire, re-imbarked and Tailed towards Sayda, anci-

ently called Sidon, another town of Phoenicia, 35
mileifrom Baruth. They found the fame precautions-

there, viz. the port and Ihoie lined with inhabitants

all in arms, to the number of 10,000 men. The

grand miller and the marfhal, however, by help of

the engines which they had on board, made their dc-

fcent at the head of 200 men of arms and as many
crofs-bow meii; and were going to land the reft of the

troops, when they werefurpriled by fo violent llormy

weather, and a contrary wind, that they could not

continue their landing. The grand mafter and mar-

flial iaw themfelves by this means left with only 5 or

600 men about them, deftitute of luccours, and ex-

poled to enemies vaftly fuperior in ftrength, who

might have cut them in pieces if they had known how
to make their advantage of fo favourable an oppor-

tunity.
The barbarians indeed advanced to charge them,

but the Chriftians clofing and keeping their ranks, made
head againft them on all fides wiih io rcfolute a coun-

tenance, that they thought fit only to fight at adiftance

and incommode them withtheirarrows. TheChrillians

did the lame, and the fea, after a ftorm of five hours,

growing calm, they re imbarked in fight of the infidels,,

who never durft advance nearer than within bow fiiot

of them.

The fleet landed afterwards on the coaft of LMda,
another town of Pakftine, which the Greeks called

anciently D'o:jx)lis,, i. e. the ciiy of Jupiter. This

place was fi.uatetl in a plain, about a league north of

Ramaiha ; it was covered on one fide by a mountain,

aud gn the oiher by a wood. They landed ihere, not
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on the fide of the maip (ea,but in a little creek or bay,
which was defended by two towers. They dilcover-

cd only 3000 men, or thereabouts, who appeared and

kept themfelves at a dUtance from the lea, ieeming to
be afraid of them. The gencjals, in order to recon-

noitre them, put fome troops on ihore, without any
oppofition being made to their landing, and upon the

report of the principal officer;?, refolved to attack the

^-nemy next day. But for fear left the barbarians af-

iifted by the night, fhould furprife the troops that were

•landed, they made them retire on board the fleet in the

evening. The infidels feeing the Chriftians re-imbark-

ing, and believing that their fcouts had difcovered the

ambufcade, which they had laid between the town
and the fea, fallied out from behind the mountain and
the wood, to the number of above 30,000 men, all of
them fword in liand, and letting up a great (bout, ad-

vanced boldly to the foot of the towers, and very
brink of the iea. 'Twas this precipitate eagernefs of
theirs to fhew themlelves, u hich faved the Chriftians,
who would elle have been all cut off the next day, if

they had, purfuant to their generals deugn, marched
to Lidda, and advanced into the plain, v/here they muft
Jiave been intercepted and furroundcd by an army that

was fo very numerous, and fo vaftly fuperior to their

ov^n.

The grand mafter and the marfhal feeing the feafbn

advanced, and that there was nothing to be done a-

long the coaft, took leave of one another, the grand
tnader returning to Rhodes, and the marfhal failing
for Famagufta, where, upon his arrival, he gave the

neceffary orders for the lecurity of the place. He
ftayed but a few days there, and then iet out on his

return for Italy ; but before he made for Genoa, he
touched at the ifle of Rhodes, to thank ihe giand ma-
fter and the order, for their good offices towards him
in the late treaty concluded with the king of Cyprus.
The grand mafter treated him nobly, ftored his fleet

with provifions and refrefhments, and fhewed him
before he embarked; the principal fortrefl^es of the

iiland^
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ifl;ind, their garnfons. arms, and the magazines in eacit,

of them. J he miiihal admired particularly the port
of Rhodes, \\hich vvai fortified wiih two caftles, well

provided with warlike engines that comaianded the

mojth of it. and filled v/v.h an iniinite number of
fliipt

of war, merchant veifels, gallies and gairots, laick«

and felucca's, mod of them e«juipped for war. and

makini^ frequent re'urns v/iih v.iiio s prizes that they
•were con inually taking from ihe infidels, and chiefly
from the i'uhje^^s of the fultans of Egypt. Tholc
barbarians could icarce venture any more out of the

port of Alexandria, or fail in the leas of Cyprus and

Lycia, without being fnapped up by the knights of
Rhodes.

The fultan, though fill of refertment at the'e cap-
tures, and the :everal dements which the s;rand ma-
fter had j^ft made upon his coafts, i bought it yet more

proper to nake peace wiih the order, than to continue

a war (b prejudicial to his lubjtdls : with this view hi
fent an embulTador to Rhodes. As the knijzhts were
on the point of entering imoa league of Chriftian prin-
ces againft the lurk, and it was not proper to have

two fuch mighty enemies to oppofe at once, they re-

folved to hear the liilian's minifter. CommiHioners
were named to enter upon a negoriaticMi, and peace
was foon enough agreed upon, by rea'bnofthe di/po-
iiiion there was in both parties to conclude it ; but it

was eafy enough to ice ihat the grand mailer prclcrib*
cd the terms i>t" \\\c treaty. I'

Kail LAC, who had always in view the
/pirit an4

main dufign for which his order was inftituted, took

care to have it ftij ulated, ihat in order to prevent the

proFanaiions of infidels, he (hould have leave to wall

in the holy lepi.lchre; thai he might always keep fix

kn'ghts in Jerulalem who fliould be exempted from all

Carache, i.e. from all tiibutc ; who might entertain

other knights in their hou/e, and luch pilgrims as^

(hould come out of devotion to the holy city ; that

the order might rani< lu Chriftiar (laves cither by pay-

ing the lame money that they cod theii niafters, or by

giving
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giving a Saracen in exchange for a Chriilian ;
that

there (hould be a free commerce between the fubjects

of the order and thole of the fultan, and that the grand
rriafter might keep confuls at Jerufalem, Rama and xA-

lexandria, to fecure the Chrittians from the exactions

they were expofed to in the territories of the infidels :

and in fine, that the fhips of the order might export
corn out of the fultan 's dominions. It was agreed
like wife, that in cafe either party was for breaking the

treaty, and beginning the war a-frefh, he fhould be

obliged to make a publick denunciation of it three

months before, that both fides might fecure their effeds

before acls ofhoflility were begun : all which condi-

tions are a demonftration of the fultan's eagernefs to

make peace, and his fear of the power and forces of

the knights.
But how numerous would the forces of this formi-

<Iable body have been, had they not been divided by
the unhappy fchifm which then infefted the order as

"well as the univerfal church ? We have already ob-

served, that there were two popes at the fame time in

the church, each of them having different nations un-

der their authority, and. two (uperiors in the order in-

dependent on each other. The convent of Rhodes,
•^the knights in the eaft, with thofe of France, Cadilc,

Scotland, and part of Germany, acknowledged the au-

thority of the grand mader, who adhered to Benedid:

XIII. fucceifor to Clement Vil. whilit the popes that

fucceeded Urban VI. had, in order to retain the Arra-

gonian, Italian, and Englifii knights, as well as thofe

of the kingdoms of the north, Bohemia and Hungary,
in their obedience, appointed Italian commanders to be

their Superiors, under the title of lieutenants of the

grand mafterfhip ; and who, as if that great dignity
was not already filled up, governed this part of the

order without having the leaft intercourie with the

grand mailer of Rhodes. 'Tis ea!y to gueis what pre-

judice fuch a fatal divifion mufl: cauie in that ifiand,

which faw its forces divided, and that for a long time
'
received no contribution from the prioiies and com-
Vol. V. U mandrics
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rrandrirs t'at had fcparatcd thcmfelves from the body
of the order.

iir. M'lLY at this
jun<fl'.ire

the cardinals who adher-

ed to both the pO] es, e.xc'icd by the zeal of moft ofr

ilit jiiiueso' Cluill^eiidom, agreed together to join
theii endcavouii) to aflcmMe a general council ; and it

btiijg ihen uncertain which of the two rivals was the

tri.e poje, whether Peier de Luna, flii'd Benedidl

Xlii. or .'^ ng< lo Corrario, who had taken the name
of Cj cgory ^^\ ;he/e card'nals reioKed to ^-ut a per-
foii *n o ihf ch-iii ofSi. Petei ,who(e elec^lion fhould be
fb UKJ-iputable, that noChiiftian coi'ld help acknow-
ledrn t i~'-fii ^«i iole and lawful head of the univerlal

church

'1 w <^- \\'th this v'cw-thar thele cardinals had In all

the conclaves held from the time of the death of Ur-
ban VJ. aiid Clement VI i. libicrihed to a formal

initiument, wheieby ihe perlon who Ihould be elected

out of iheii body, ergaged himleU for the fake of

peace to renoi.nce the popedom, which they called ac-

re ting of the vote of ceflioji. Bi.texpciierice demon-
Ibated aferwa;ds, iha^ all thoie whom they railed to

thai luprcme digiiiiy, thought ihemfelves, the moment

they received the paj al crown, dilpenled from the pro-
zniies ihey had made inordtr to atta-nit: andihe com-

pciiu K^, by a tacit colLlion, agreed in nothing but in

one po'nt, which was vx ver to agree u^pon any of the

lt\(!?l c->^pcditr,fs pio^ o.cd in order to bring about a

reciprocal cefiion.

i\.}r ftai of ieeuig this (chifin perpetuated in the

church, determiiKrd he cardinals to call a general
council in the city oi Piia in Laly. Scarce had a more

jlluftroLis ar.d wi hal a more numerous affcmbly
been leen in any part of the Chi'ftian woild. There

Vs'ere prcfeiJt at it 32 cardinals, 4 pa.iiarchs, 12 arch-

bifhojsin ftr(cn,and 14 by iheir proxies, bo bifliops,

and the proxies of above 100 ; the giand mafter of

Rhodes, accomj-anicd with 16 con.n anders, the prior
of the knights of the holy iepulchre. and procurator of

the Teutonic oidcr ; 87 abbots^ in which number
were
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were the abbots, fuperiors of the order of theCift-'ruans,

of Grammont, oFCamaldoli and Vdllo.iibroia,wi'h the

proxies of the abbots general of the order of the Pre-

monfl:rants,and of St. 'inthony of Vienna ; the proxies

of 200 other abbots ; an infinite number of priors and

ecclefiaftics ; the deputies of ihe uai/erfiiies of Paris,

Thouloule, Orleans, Angers, Montpeller, Bologna,

Florence, Cracow, Vienna, Prague, Cologne, Ox-
ford and Cainbridge ; abn'e 300 doftors in divinity

and canon law ; and the embjlfidors of the kinas of

France, England, Portugal, Boliemia, Sicily, Poland

and Cyprus, of the dukes of Burgundy, Brabant, Lor-

rain, Bavaria and Pomerania, of the marquis of Bran-

denburg, the landgrave of Thuringia, and of almo(l all

the princes of Germany.
This famous council was opened on Lady-day ;

they fat ieveral times, and after (everal

citations had been made in vain to the I4"9-
two pretenders, who would never anfwer March 2^.

them, and all other formalities requifue
to be oblerved in caufa majori, and in an affair of fucU

importance, the holy council proceeded at lail to a de-

finitive ientence, declaring Peter de Luna and Angela
Corrario Ichifmatics, and guilty of perjury and arti-

fice, in order to impole on the faithful, and keep up
the fchifm which had diftraded the church for lo many
years together, depriving them of the popedom, and

allowing the cardinals to proceed to the election of a

fovereign pontiff: during which, the giard of the

conclave was commiited to the grand m.ifter and his

knights.
All the cardinals prefent in the council gave their

votes unanimoufly for the cardinal of Milan, who at

his inauguration, and at the ceremony of iiis coronaii-

on, took the name of Alexander V. a pcrfon illullri-

ous for his eminent piety and profound knowledge ;

qualities equally to be wifhed in all thole perlbns who
fill that augult dignity. This pope was a Greek "by

birth, and of the ifle ofCandia, but born of parents li>

miierably poor, that he was abandoned by then in his

U 2 infancy,
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infancy, infomuch that he never knew of any he had :

this matlehim fay, after his advancement io the ponti-
fical chair, that the church would, during his pontifi-

cate, be l^ecure from nepotifin. This holy pope indeed
made a^more worthy ufe of his riches, employing
them equally in relieving the poor, and in rewarding
men of virtue and merit. Whatever joy the church
in general expreiTed at the eledlion of lb pious a pope,
and in expecftation of its putting a final end to the

ichifm, no body could be mors affeded with it than
the grand mafter, who conlidered it as a means to re-

unite allChriftian princes, and engage them in a league

againrt the Turks. With this view, and to carry on
this important negotiation, he made choice of brother

Walter de GrafTy, prior of the church of Rhodes, and
brother Lucius de Valines, grand marflial, and iint

them as his embaiTadors, to mod of the ibvereigns of

Chiiftcndom, to notify to them the pope's ele(5tion.

Their o. ders were to reprefent in his name the favour-

ablenefs of the prefent junflure for making war upon
the Turks ; that the throne of Bajazet had received a

terrible flicck by the fall of that prince, and by the

vid^ories of Tamerlane, and that they might make their

advantage of the civil wars rilen up between the fons of
the turkifii prince, who difputed liis fuccelfion; and the

Weak remains of his empire.
The grand mafler having acquainted the pope with

the dcfign of this embaffy, received the praifes due to

bis zeal on that accoimt. The holy pontiff told him,
that if they could cany their point in that affair, he
would declare himlelf head of the league, and be at

the chief cxpence of the expedition. At tlie fame time

he fent a nuncio to Rhodes, to notify his elecflion to

brother Dominic of Germany, the grand maimer's lieu-

tenant, and the council and convent of Rhodes. The

pope, tliough the grand mafter was near his perfon,
took this ftep from a particular regard for the whole

body of the order, which wai always fuppoied to refidc

in the ifle of Rhodes.

The
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The pope, to put a final end to the particular fchifin

which had ib longinFelted the order, ifTucd out a bull

which he ordered his nuncio to publilli over ail Chri-

ftendom, wherein he declared that brother Philebert

de Naillac was the only lawful grand niaftcr oFall tiie

knights of the oider of St. John of Jerulalem, enjoni-

ing, by virtue of the obedience they owed him, and
under paiiT of excommunication, all the religious
of the order, w^hether knights, chaplains, or ierving

brothers, in what part of the world ibever they m^gbt
relide, to acknowledge him for their head and only

fuperior.
In confequence of this bull, the grand mifter fnm-

moned a general chapter at Nice, which was after-

wards tranflated to Aix in Provence ; and in his fum-

mons, after reprefcnting at large and in a moving man-
ner, the evils which the Ichilm had cauled to the whole
church in general, and to the order in particular, he

orders all priors, and the four oldeft commanders of

each priory, to appear at at the chapter by the fiift of

April, to take meafures by concert for the rcftoring of

diicipline and the reformation of the order, in the head

as well as in the members of it.

The grand mailer was preparing to fet out for this

afTembiy, where his prefence vvas highly necelTaiy, m
order to extinguifii the remains of the fchilin, and re-

ftore a perfe(5l union and harmony between all the

knights : when the pope, who knew his merit, and
the peculiar talent he had for negoiiations, obliged
him to undertake an embaffy from him to the kings oF
France and England, who v/ere then at war, to medi-

ate a good peace, or at lead a long truce between
them. The grand mafter accepted this commiiFion the

more willingly, becauie he confidered the peace he
was going to treat of as a means to engage thofe two

powerful monarchs to join their forces againft the infi-

dels. But not to deprive the order by his abfence of

the advantages that might be expe<fted from the chap-
ter, he allowed that auguft aflembly to chufe three

perfons to prefide there in his (lead j and the choice of

U 3 the
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the members fell upon the brothers James Tivelly prior
oi .AuvergHe, Raimoud de Lelture prior oFThouloafe,
and

Piiilip de Languegl^a prio.- of L Mnbardy. In this

cha,-ter ieveraireg diJons were made,ofvery great con-

feq'j^nces rela/mg as well to the re poniions, which
were payable oui of iheco.n.naadries into ihe common
treafury, as to the ill uic which certain priors made
of iheir authority. 1 he rrealury had d jring ihe fchiiin

been deprived of all iis daes and coauibjtio'.is ariling
fro.n the commandrics fiuated in England, Scotland,

Arragon, and pait ofGermany ; in the kingdoms of^

the North, Bohemia, Hungary, and over all Italy ;

It was therefore ordered that vihtors fhould be lent in-

to all thcic C0vin:rie3, to re-eftablirh the right of the

order there : and the priors were expreisly prohibited
from ieizing for the future, as fome had done, in the

commandrie? within their priories, upon the forefts,

rights of
fiOiery, thole of mort-main and for-marriage,

and in a word, upon all the feignioral rights which

they had affumed to themfelves to the prejudice of the

commanders ; and a (tarute was made, that for the

future, every commander, in order to enable him to

pay his refponfions the more cafily, fhould enjoy all

the rights and profits of his commandry, without the

prior's appropriating the lead part thereof to himfelf

«nd^r any pretence whatever. They chofe likewife

in this chapter an adminiftrator of the treafury, naming
for that poft brother RaimonddeLefture prior ofThou-

loufe, and grand commander of Cyprus, a knight very
zealous for the intereft of his order, and well verfed

in the direiftion and ordering of the public revenues.

The order made choice of him, in hopes that he

would find out an expedient to obUge the commanders

of Italy and other countries, who had divided from

the body of the order during the fchifm, to pay the

arrears of their refponfions, and continue them for the

future, with the cxadtnels which their profeflion requir-

ed them to obferve,with refpe(5t to their ftatutes and the

t?rdcjs of their fuperiors.
But
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But unhappily the fchifm was not yet exiinguifhed.
The council of Piia, far from terminating that g.eat

affair, had only perplexed it the more. Bened'cl XIII.

and Gregory XII. were indeed depoled there, and

they had chofen Alexander V- for their ruccelfor
; but

the two fi.ft refufed to acknowledge the authority ot

the council, and each ofthem maintained his own e-

ledlion with more obftinacy than ever ; fo that inftead

of two popes as they had before, they had now three.

Thefe troubles which infefted the church, ferved as a
skreen to moft of the commanders, who under a

pretence of adhering to thole two antipopes, refufed

obeying the giand mader, and negle<5led to pay their

relponfions.
Pope Alexander V. dying in the beginning of May

atBologna, they were ftrangely furpiiiedand Icandaliled

to fee his place filled by cardinal Baltazar CofTa, legate
or rather tyrant of iSologna.

^ He had been a pirate in

his youth, and afterwards turned ecclefiaflic, as think-

ing it the beft profeflion for him to make his fortune.

This change he made without deviating in the leaft

from his firft way of life, and one would rather have
taken him for a loldier than a man devoted to the fer-

vice of the ahar. His relations procured him after-

wards an archdeaconry in the church of Bologna; but

finding thatpoft too narrow for his ambition, he relolv-

ed to go to Rome ; and 'tis faid, that when lie fet out

on his journey to that capital of the Chriflian world,
his friends asking him whither he was going,

"
I ani

**
going, fays he, to the popedom.

'

J3oniface XI.
(liccefTor to Urban, and one of the popes who kept up
the fchifrn, made him his chamberlain ; a dignity in

which he had amafs'd immenfe wealth, by employing
all the tricks and artifices of fimony. But he did not

labour for himfeif only, for he was obliged to account

with Boniface, who was as greedy as himlelf in fcrap.

ing

• In cuju9eIe£lIone multifcandalifati funt, quia ut tyrannug
rexifTe Bononiam, & vitae mund^nae dedittts dicebatur, Gobilliai
in Cofnood, statis 6, cap. 30,
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ing up riches, and who connived at his pilfcrings to

fliare the profits with him. ColFa procared the legate-

fhip of Bologna from him, and a publican or firmer

ot the revenue made the mofl of it. They lay that

it was partly by his credit and intrigues, that after the
,

death of Boniface IX. and Innocent VII. his Cacc^i^or,

he got Benedict XIII. and Gregory XII. depoied in

the council of Piia, and Alexander V. eleded, who(e

great age made him flatter him.elf with the hopes of

fjccecding him in a little time. But death moving with

a flower pace than his ambition, he was fulpe«5led of

having got him poiibned in a doie of phyGc. Theo-

doric of Niem, who was his fecretary,in his hiilory of

the fchifm, reprefents him as a man polluted with ava-

rice, cruehy, and the moft abominable inconti-

nency. However, as he was eledled canonically, he

was enthroned and adored by the name of John
XXIII.
This change of dignity did not make him alter his

condudl ;
he was ftill as loofe as ever in his morals,

always grafping at other people's wealth, and carrying

on a lordid traffic with the moft holy things. Sigif-

mond the emperor, or only king of the Romans, whom
we have had occafion to mention before in quality of

kin^ of Hungary, in a conference which he had with

this pope at Lodi, opened himfelf very freely in rela-

tion to his irregularities,
and prcfTed him to put an end

to the fcandal he gave to the whole church by his fi-

mony. That prince had dcfiied this interview in order

to engage the pope to call a general council. Bcfides

the benefit that might accrue from thence to the whole

church, Sig'fmond who had always his own intereft

in view, and was as great a politician
as he was an ill

captain, not finding himielf in a condition fingly to

fupport the war, which the Turks were making upon

him in his kingdom of Hungary, flittered himielf with

the ho[.es, thatif he could but carry his point in ex-

tingu'Ihing the fchifm, he might find a way to unite -

all the chnftian princes in a league againft the infidels.

With this view he careflTed John XXIII. perfuading
him
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him that he would get him acknowledged in a general
council (by the condemnation of Benedid XIII. and

Gregory XII.) for the fcle pope and pallor of the uni-

verfai church. But his real delign, which indeed he

tcpt to hirniclf, and which was at lalt difcovered by
time only, always was to have all the three popes de-

pofed, and a fourth eie(5led, by the concurrence and

votes of the cardinal^ of the three parties. Pope John
who did not (ee thro' this fine political turn, and who
ftood in fear of the emperor, in order to keep meafures

with him, called the council at Conftance. Befides

the rooting out of the fchifm, which was the chief

thing propofed to be done in that auguft alfembly, they
were likewile to let about reforming the church in

its head and members, and to examine at the fame

time the dodrine of John Hus and Jerome of Prague,
who had revived Wickiiff 's heretical opinions in Bo-

hemia.

'IvvAS expc(5ted that the emperor's remonftrances,

and efpecially the calling of a general council, would

keep the pope or the officers of the apoflolical
cham-

ber in f(>me awe ; but it made no alieration in their

condudl. The order of St. John luffered in a particu-

lar manner upon that account : the pope, or luch as

made ule of his authority, in confidei aiion of a large

fum of money, ifTued out a bull, by which licence was

given to a certain knight commander, who had made

his vows, to renounce them, and to quit the habit of

the order, and marry. The fivereign pontiff at the

fame time caulcd the commandry, which that religi-

ous enjoyed, to be religned to Lim ;
and they lay,

he Ibid it afterwards to a boy not fourteen years old,

whom he difpenfed wiih from taking the habit and

makinghic. vows. He carried thele forts of diipenlati-

ons ftill farther,in favour of another child but five years

old, named Aloyfe or Alexis, natural Ton to the king
of Cyprus, whom he fuffered, in confideration of a rich

commandry, which he fold to the king his father, to

make the vows of the order at that age.
From
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From the fame principle of avarice, and without a-

ny regard to the important icrvices done by the order

to all Chriltendoin, he leized on all the priories and

commandi-ies that he heard were fallen vacant, and

fold them afterwards to liich as offered moil money,
io that the convent of Rhodes, or rather the whole

order, was in danger of being utterly ruined by his

avarice.

This was the occaflon of a letter which the coun-

cil wrote to him in the fti ongeft as well as nioft mov-

ing terms. In this letter they reprelented to him with

a generous liberty, that the knights, who redded at

Rhodes, and in the neighbouring iiles, were to figna-

lize their zeal againfl: the enemies of the faith, Ihed-

ding their blood daily in the defence of the Chriftians

that went to viiit the holy places ; that themlelves, as

well as their predecelTors, had, at entering into the or-

der, founded feveral commandries out of their own

patrimony. That mod of the Chriftian princes, edifi-

ed with their zeal, had followed their example in

making thofe pious foundations ; that his holinels, by

feizing on thoie eftatcs, or bellowing them on his crea-

tures, was going to deprive Rhodes of i:s gallant de-

fenders, and the convent of the neceffary fupplies for

its fubfiflence ;
that the oldeft knights had always

looked upon thofe commandries as the jufl recompence
of their lervices, and the only means of relief in their

old age; and that if he went on to deprive them there-

of, they would foon fee the ille of Rhodes abandoned

as a prey to the infidels, and every knight unable to fub-

lilt there any longer, (ceking at lall a refuge among his

relations ; which could not fail of redounding to the.

great icrandal of Chriflendom, and the dilhonour of the

holy lee.

Fond as the pope was of his fovereign power over

all ecclellaliical pofTcffions, the jud complaints of the

order, and his fear of the knights laying them before

the council, ferved to counter-balance his avarice. He
revoked the grant that he had made of the commandry:
of Cyprus in favour of the baflard abovementioned ;

but
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but as he never did any favour or adt of juftice gratis,
he could not bring himlelf to pay the king of Cyprus
back the money that he had received in hand ; the

crdcr was forced to re-imburfe it out of their own trea-

feiry ;
and after the council, in order to get rid of this

opprefllon, had fubmitted to fuch hard condiiions, he
exaded fix thoufand florins more from them in ready

money, before he would ifTue out the brief of revoca-

tion.

We pafs over in filence other excefles of his, (I'll

more fliocking, which are mentioned by hiftorians,

and the very adls of the council, though it were indeed

to be wi(hcd they had drawn a veil over them. \Vc
fhall only lay,

that though the pontiff, out of regard to

the emperor, had appointed the council to be held at

Confiance, an imperial city, fituated between Suabia

and Switzei land, he yet canie thither with great reluc-

tance, as it he had foreboding apprehenfions of the fate

that awaited him In ihat pUce.
'1 IS laid, that when Le was arrived near the city,

viewing it with ibme concern from the top of a neigh-

bouriijg mountain, he could not help faying, with an

heavy Imile,
*' Theie is the hole where they catch

** foxes." But as he had g(ne too £ai to return back,
he enteied the place, aitendtd by the cardiijals and his

whole court : he opened ihe council on the fiift day
of November, and appointed the fiiil .elfion to be held

on the lixtecnih or the iarnf month. There palTed in

this council ihii.gs thai w'ii be ever memorable; the

profecution and depofing of tw o po[ cs ; the voluntary
or forced abdication or a thiu ; the cant nical and law-
fill ele<5ticn ot a fourth ; the re-union of all the

churches of the weft tnder his obedience ; the execu-

tion of John Hus, and Jerome of PragL.t: ; the civil

war that bioke out on that occalion in liohemia; the

various fpiings made ule ot 10 bring about llich g'cat
events ; all this has been treated ot by luch learned

pens, that we fhall only fay, with regard to the parti-
cular dcfign of our work; that after the depofing of

Joha
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John XXII. the ceflion of Gregory XII. and the con-

demnation of Bencdi(5l XIII. when they were to fill

the chah- of St. Peter, the holy council, in order to

avoid the cabals (b ufual in the conclaves of the cardi-

nals, and provide a worthy head for the univerfal

church, ordered, in the fortieth leffion, that for this

once, and by confent of the cardinals, fix ecclefiafti-

cal deputies, out ofeach of thefivenations which com-

pofed that auguft alTembly, (hoald be joined with them-
to make this important eledlion.

In fine, upon Thuriday the eleventh of November,
fifty-eight electors gave their votes for Otho Colonna,
cardinal deacon of the title of St. George, avelo aureo,
who in mc-mory oi St. Martin of Tours, whole feaft

was kept that day, would be called Martin, and was
the fifth of the name. This pope was defcended from
one of the moft noble hoales, not only of Italy but of
all Chrillendom, which has in various ages produced

great men and heroes of all chara^t^rs. Such as have

lince defcended from this noble race, have, by their

great adlions, refledled back as much lullre as ever

they derived from their ancefters.

The pope, after the forty-fifth (eflion, difinifTed

the fathers of the council on April 2?th, with

14 1 8. the uiual ceremonies j and thofe prelates who
had \o long been kept at a diftance from their

refpedive diocefes, fet out on their journey back with

pleafure. ihe grand mailer would have been glad ta

have returned at the lane liine to Rhodes ; the neceP*

(itiesof the order called him back, and he was invit-

ed thither by rhe ardent wifhes of all his kijgats, who
had made feveral proceflions and public prayers for

his prefervation and return. But his zeal for the whole

body of the order did not allow him to quit Europe £0

fbon : all he could do was to fend eighteen thoufand

crowns out of his own purfe to Rhodes, in order to re-

lieve the wants of the convent there, which, by the

unhappy confequences of the Ichifm; was reduced to

an extreme indigence.
We
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We have feen a little before, in the coiirfe of this

hiftory, that the fital Ichiiin, which had infefted the

church for above forty years, had occafioned a like

diviiion in the order of Sr. John, and that mod of the

European knights adhered to fuch of the popes as their

fovereigns followed. The unanimous eledion of Mar-

tin V. having put an end to thefe different parties a-

mong chriftian princes, the next bufinels was to root

them out likeways in the order, and re-unite to the bo-

dy of it all the various members that had feparated

themfelves from it, and particularly the Italian knights,

who, notwiihflanding the decrees and particular ordi-

nance of pope Alexander V. had, under pretence that

Gregory XII. would not own the authority of ths

council of Piia, perfevered in the obedience of that

antipope, under the authoiity of the pretended lieute-

nants of the mafterfhip. The grand inafter, after the

voluntary celfion of Gregory XII. and the unanimous

«le6t'on of Martin V coniidered that the moH: impor-
tant affair of his order would be to efface the leafl foot-

fteps of this unhappy ichiim.

But as he could not undertake any thing without

the confent and concurrence of the princifal peifons

of the order, he called an aiTcmbly of the priois, re-

ceivers, and oldefl commanders of France, Spain and

Savoy, at Avignon. The grand mafler actjuainted them

with the reafons of that particular convocation, and

after various opinions had been propoled and debated,

they agreed in one that fuited the republican g(jvein-

ment of the order, which was, .0 call a general chap-
ter at Rhodes, and fummon the greateft number of pri-

ors and old commanders thai could pofTibly be got to-

gether to it ; and wiihal ro fend a particular deputati-

on to the priois of Lombardy, Venice, Rome and Piia,

who had been till then averle to ov/n the grand ma-

fter s authority, in order that their re-union to the

entire body of the order might be authorifed by ;hc

decrees of a general chapter ; or eh'e that that auguft

^Ifembly, in which the fovereignty of the order was

Vol. IL X veiled,



f^ o,
: 3 o Hijlory of the Knights of]s\ a LT A .

vcftcd, might decree fiich penalties as they fhould

think proper, againfl: the diibbedient and refractory.
With this vic-w they coniminioned brother John

tie Patru, the conventual trealurer, to go into Italy;
and to authorife him with proper power, the grand
mafter gave him the title of vifitor and corredlor in

the four priories above-mentioned : and his orders

were to demand of them the re-eftablifhment of their
,

refpondents, which had not been paid ever ftnce the

beginning of the fchilin. A propo'al of this natm-e, :

though undoubtedly juft, was not without great diffi-

culties. The bufinels in queftion was to levy a fort'

•of tribute or tax upon a let of men that had been bred

for above forty years together in a fpirit of indepen-

•dency. However, as thofe knights had adhered to
-,

the Italian popes, only out of a notion, that they a-
'

lone of all the competitors were the rightful fuccefTors

of St. Peter, and had fubmitted to them in the fince-

rity of their heart ; thefe, as foon as they had account

of the voluntary ceffion of Gregory XII. and the una-

mmous ele(5lion of Martin V. readily acknowledged .

this lad: pontiff; and from the fame dii'pofition, receiv-

ed the vifitor with relpe6l, making protcftations of

their filial obedience to the grand mailer, and promif-

jng to come to Rhodes to the general chapter, in or-

-der to receive its decrees in perlbn, and conform them-

ielves to them in every article.

The priors of Capua and Barletta, the commanders
of St. E'jphemia, Venufia, Naples, and St. Stephen de

JNlonopoli, and all the knights of the kingdom of

ISaples, excited by their example, difpatched the che-

valier de la Porte to the grand mafter, with a letter

drawn up in the form of a legal inftrument, wherein

they acknowledged him for their lawful fuperior, and
demanded with carneftnefs to be received immediately
into an union with the body of the order, from which

tlicy faid they had been leparated by the misfortune of

ihe times.

Their deputy met with the grand mafter at Bo-

logna. That brave old man; notwithftanding his great
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age, and the fatigues Re mud necefTdrily pafs througl\'

in {"uch continual vov.i^^s, bad come to Florence ta

confer with the pope, in order to find out an expedient
to engage the inoft potent Chriflian piinces in a league

againft the Ions oFBajazet, who began to make them-'

lei ves formidable ; and after havins[ taken leave of the

poniiff, he went to Bologna, where the envoy from

Naples met him. The grand mafter was greatly pleaf-

ed to lee all his order united at Idft together, and in-

formed with the fame Ipirit of fubmiilion and obedi-

ence. His anfwer to the Neapolitan kn'ghts was, that

now he had received luch adeclaiation of their lubmi:-

iion and re-union with the body of the order, he had

nothing more to wi(h for before he died ; that he in-

vited them to come to the general chapter that was to

be held at Rhodes on the eighth ofSeptember that very

year ; and that in order to prepare the matters which
were to be treated of in that place, it would he proper
for them to meet him at Ancona, to dehberate toge-
ther about them in an afTembly which he would hold

there before the end of March.

The bailiffs, the priors, and the principal commande-
ers of Italy, did not fail to come to the affembly. Bro-

ther John Pignateili, commander of St. Stephen cf

Monopoli, was the only perion, who, though exprefsly
(ummoncd, neglcfted to appear there. The grand
mailer was at fnH: of opinion to take no notice of the

only perfon that proved rcfiac?Lory to his orders : he
law plainly that it was the dregs, and a fort of leaven

of the fame rebellious Ipirit that had caufcd fuch a de-

ftrudive fchifm in the order ; but as he was for ex-

tinguifliing even the lead fpavks of it, he ordered him
to be fummoned a fecond time to appear before him,

allowing him only to the fifteenth of April for that

purpofe. The commander perfifted in an obifinate ii-

Icnce ; and the grand mafter was forced to fend him
a third fummons, enjoining him upon his obedience to

come to Rhodes within five months, on pain of being
degraded from the order, and deprived of his com-

mandry. He perfifted even ibme time longer in his

X 2 dif.
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dilbbedience; but feeing preparations mads for exe-

cuting the grand mafter's orders againft bin, he mdJc"
his fubmiirion and returned to his duty. The next

thing the ailembly applied themfelves to, was to veltore

the regular di/cipline in all the provinces of Italy : fe-

veral very neceifary regulations were there made ;

what was lels urgent was put off to the general chap-
ter, and every body prepared to let out immediately
for Rhodes.

The grand mader embarked Toon after, and arrived
f!si2 at Rhodes towards the end ofJuly, where he was
received with univerfal joy, and with that tendc^r re-

iped which a great merit, fupported by a great dignity,
always infpires. The people in particular, to whom he
was a father rather than a prince, made bonfires on the

day of his return, v/liich was kept as a general feafl all

over the iflind. The giand maker's ii;ft caie was to
examine into the ftate of the magazines ; and finding
that the badnefs of the lad harveii had raiied the price
of corn, he fent fhips immediately to feveral ports of

Italy, to fetch corn of all forts from theace, which

brought back plenty into his territories.

This great man afterwards opened the general
chapter. There had not for a confiderable time been
held any one fo remarkable, cither for the number of

perfons that compoied it, or for the importance of the
matters there treated of. Here appeared for the fiift

time mod of the knights that had been before engaged
in the fcliifm, and had infenfibly, though with good
intentions, tranfgrelTed the bounds of thftir duty. They
all returned to it : the priors and bailiffs of Italy, Eng-
land, the kingdoms of the North, Bohemia, Hungary
and Arragon, made a folemn recognition of the grand
mailer as their head and only fuperior : the fchifii was
never mentioned but with deteitation : the knights,
who had been under different obediences in order to

celebrate their re-iinlon, embraced one another with

joy ; and both confidering it as the reiuJt of th- grand
niafter's wildom, drove to guefs at his intenti ms, and

anticipate them by conforming iherafclves to thcnj.

The
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The great and only object they all had in view vva?

the glory of God, and the defence of their fellow"

ChrilVians ; fo that before the chapter broke up, he

eafily got leveral decrees pafTed, very neceifary for the

re-eftablifliment of dilcipline, and the regulation of

the revenues of the order. He lent the records of this

chapter to the pope, who ratified them by his authori-

ty. 'Twas the feal which that wile pontiff put to the

peace and union of the order ; and it was likevvays
the laft tranladlion that paffed under the governmcat
of this grand m.ifter. It looked as if he waited only
for the news of it, in order to quit life with great-
er fatisfadion. He fell ill a little while after

he had received the pope's brief, and without 1421.

any preparation but that of an holy Life, end-

ed his days with a tranquility that may be confidered as

a prefage ofthe felicity which heaven defigned for him.
His place was filled by brother Anthony
Flavian, or de la Riviere, of the priory Anthony
of Catalonia, ftandard-bearer of the or- Fluvian.
der, and grand prior of Cyprus, or great
confervator and lieutenant to his predecefTor. The
peace which the order had enjoyed in the laft years of
the maflerfhip of Naillac, was interrupted by leveral

enterprifes of the infidels ; and the knights faw them-
felves fuccefhveiy attacked by the Turks of Afia, and

by the Saracens of Egypt.
We have feen in the beginning of this book, in what

manner the Ottoman power had like to have been en-

tirely deftroyed by the valour and good fortune of Ta-
merlane, and the captivity and death of Bajazet. This
laft prince left four fons, Yia or Jofhua, Mufa or Mu-
fulman, Mofes and Mahomet. Jolhua, after Tamer-
lane's death, recovered Burfa from the Moguls, and
would have made a greater progrefs, had he not been

obliged to turn his arms againft Mufulman, who, fup-

ported by a body oftroops, which the emperor of Con-

ftantinople furnifhed him with, advances againft his

brother, attacks, beats, takes him prilbner, and caufes

hhji to be {b'angled. Mofes, who leemed only to wait

X3 the
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the {liccefs of this civil war, before he declared him-
|j|

felf, appears upon the (lage with a (Irong army, eiz^s

on Adrianople, and otTcrs battle to his brother, but was

betrayed by the Bjlgariaus in his army, who delrrted

him in the heat of the engagement. Mofes knowing

very well the fate allotted to the vanquiilied, flies and

gets into Adrianople, referving himfelf for another oc-

cafion. He gathers together and rallies the remains of

his army, bribes Chalan aga of the Janizaries, and E-

hrenez commander of the Spahi, who come over to his

party. With this reinforcement he again marches a-

gainft his brother, defeats his army, and getting him

into his power, caules him to be (Irangled.

The Greek emperor, to foment this civil waramong
the Turks; lets up Mahomet Zelebin, i. e. the young,

againll Mofcs : he was the lafl: of Bajazet's Tons, and

during the misfortunes of his family, had been hid in

thehoule of alute-fcring maker. 'Tisfaid that he learn-

ed the trade, and that thole who were entrufled with

his education did not let him know the greatnefs of

his extraction, the better to conceal him. However ic

'was,this young prince, with thefuccours of the Greeks,
of the prince of Caramania, and of the de/pot of Ser-

via, levies an army ; and though he had never made a

campaign before, advances to attack his brother, and

offers him battle, which he lofes. Notwithllanding
his defeat, he, by the aihlfance of his allies, levies new

troops, and again advances towards his brother, holding
at the lame time a fecret correlpondence with fome per-

Ibns in his army. Chafan aga of the Janizaries, and

Kbrenez commander of the fpahi, who had betrayed

Mufuiman to (erve Mofes, now abandon this prince and

fro over to the army of Maliomet. The aga carried his

rebellion and perfidioufnefs ftill farther j and before the

two armies engaged, he advanced to thelhfl ranks, en-

deavouring by feditious di.'courfes to corrupt the Jani-

zaries, that were left in Moies's party. This prince,

provoked at his impudence and treaibn, rides up to

him, and wiih his (cymitar in hand, aims at his head,

©at was prevcuted by Chaian's f^uire, who cut off his

fword
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fword hand. This unlucky accident decided the vic-

tory and his life ; his Ibldiers feeing him return into

their ranks with but one hand, and al! over bloody,
interpreted his wound as a manifellation of his being
profcribed by heaven; upon which they deferted him,
and went to lay their ftandards and colours at the feet

of Mahomet.
The vidorious prince caufed jMofes, who was found

hid in a marfli, to be ^x'^X lecured, and afterwards

ftrangled, becoming by his death aiFured oFthe crown,
and of reigning without a competitor. TheTurkifh hi-

ftorians do not put Yfa or Jofliua, Mufulman, nor Mo-
fcs, who reigned one after another, in the lifl of their

emperors, but reckon all that pafTed from Bajazet's
death till Mahomet I. as an interregnum. But all the

Greek authors place thefe princes among the fultans ;

and as the hiftory of the Ottomans makes part of that

of the knights of St. John their perpetual enemies,
we could not help giving a fummary account of the

fuccefs of the civil wars which infefted that new em-

pire, till the advancement of Mahomet I. upon the

throne of his anceiLors. This prince enjoyed the fo-

vereign authority peaceably during the eight years
which he reigned, and was fucceeded by Amurath 11.

his elded fon, one of the greateft princes of that nati-

on. The conquefts of this lad blotted out the re-

membrance of thofe of Tamerlane, and reflored the

Ottoman empire to its former fplendor. His arms were

equally fuccelsful in Europe and in Afia. The Cara-
nianian and other infidel princes of the eafl felt their

fury, as well as the Albanians, Hungarians and Tranl-

alpine Wallachians. He ravaged thole great provinces,

making moft of the fovereigns tributaries to him, and
would have extended his conquefts ftiil farther, had not
a ftop been put to them by Scanderbeg, the fon of

JohnCaftriot king of Albania, on one fide, and by Jolm
Huniades Vaivod of Tranfylvania, and general of
the troops of Hangiry, on the other, bodi of them the

greateft captains of their age, who with an inconiider-

ajbk number of forces, but fupported by an intrepid,
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courage, and the mod exquifite evperio'iice in war,
checked the rapid progrels of his arms.

He afterwards turned them againfl fevera! princes
that pofTelTed places in the Morea, and in the ides of
the Archipelago. All thefe petty fovereigns had re-

coarle to the order of St. John, and engaged the bailiff

of the ?vIorea to go to Rhodes to implore the fuccour

of the grand mailer. That prince, afluated by the

fpirit of his order, refolved, in concert with the coun-

cil, to lend Ibme gallies into thofe feas, in order to dif-

cover the delign of the inhdels. But as they were pre^

paring to put fome troops on boafd, there came advice

that the prince of Scandevoon or Alexandretta, in con-

jundion with other vafTals of the grand feignior, was

usually at fea, with a fleet compoled of veffels of

different bulk, and fix gallies belonging to the lord of

Scanderoon. The grand mafter readily iLifpedled their

delign to be againft Rhodes, or at lead againft the neigh-

bouring ifles which depended on the order. This

news iiilpended the fuccours deligned for the Morea.

They fitted out all the gallies of the order and failed in

queft of the enemies fleet : but as the infidels did not

care to come to a decifive battle, they a/oided an en-

gagement ; and inorderto make themlelvcs amends for

the expence of this armament, they took fome mer-^

chant fhips of Rhodes and Venice.

Whilst the knights and the Turks, equally ani-

mated againft one another, were roving up and down
the leas, ravaging the coafts, where they could make

any de cent, and labouring to furprile one another,
there ftarted up a new enemy to the order, who was

almoft as near Rhodes as the Turks, but more formi-

dable,on account of his maritime forces, his fleets, and

particularly from the skilfulnets of his fubjefls in na-

vigation, in which they excelled, efpecially fince he

began his reign. I fpeak of the famous fliltan of Egypt
Alnazer-al-Daher, a CircafTian by birth, whom the Ma-
melukes had railed to the throne. They admitted none

into that body, which was the ftrongell in -Egypt, but

foreign xlaves j and thefe generally were young child*

ren
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rcn that had either been taken by the Tartars in their

incur{ions,or elfe fold to theai by their unnatural pa-

rents. The E<7yptians bought all they could, and

brought up thefc young men in exercifes iuitable to the

profeflion they dcTigned them for ; and when they
were able to bear arms, they incorporated them into

the body of the Mamalukes. 'Twas in this manner,

thatDaher,\vhom we "are fpeaking of,was adaiitted into

that body ; and after many long years of fervice, and a

great feries ofglorious adtioas and diftinguilhed valour,

was at iaft advanced to the fovereign power, which by
the laws of that body could never devolve froin fanner

to fon, or defcend to his heirs.

Da HER in order to maintain him(elf in a dignity

rjbjcd; to frequent revolutions, from the inconftancy
and teditious temper of the Mamalukes, and alio to find

employment fir their courage, declared war againft

Janus ofLufignan king of Cyprus. His fleet landed a

confiderablearmy in theifland. The king immediately

applied to the order for affiftance; and tho' the knights
were then at peace with the Saracens, the grand ma-

fter and council could not fee their arms fo near the

ifle of Rhodes, without fearing fome unhappy confe-

quences to the order from that war. As the territories

belonging to it were fiiuated between thofe of the

Turkifh emperor and the fultan of Egypt, the council

was always fo politic as to maintain peace with one ot

thoi'e infidel princes, whilil it was engaged in war
with the other. x'\greeable to this maxim they could

have wifhed to have had no quarrel with the Saracens,

whiUt they were at war with the Turks. The grand

mafter, in this view, omitted nothing that might con-

tribute to the bringing about a peace between the fultan

of Egypt and the kiDg of Cyprus ; but as the Egypti-
an regulated his pretenfions by his forces, he inlifted

that the king of Cyprus (hould acknowledge himfeif

his vaffal, and as liich, pay him and his fucceiTors an

annual tribute, and fhould iikewills re-imburfe him all

the expence he had been at in that armament and ex-

feditioiv

TaESS
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These conditions were too hard to be accepted ;

fo that there was a neceflity of deciding the dilpute by
arms. Acts of hcftility were begun on both fide^^.

The order, as an ally of the crown of Cyprus, fent

over confiderable fuccoLsrs at dilfcrent times. The war

proved long and bloody. At lafi: they eaine to a b.ittle,

the particulars of which we are unacquainted wish.

We only know in general, that the Chridians loft it,

and that a great number of Cypriot lords and gentle-
men, and leveral knights of St. John, were (lain at ths

fame time. The Saracens had a compleat vidory,
and the king, to make the misfortune Hill greater, fell

into the hands of the infidels, who carried him to A-''

lexandria.

The "rand mafter hearinrr this bad news, and fear^-

ing the iniidels might ieize on the v/hole illand, lent

over new fuccours of men and money, and gave fecret

alTarances to the principal lords of the kingdom, that

the order would never abandon them, provided they
would not abandon themfelves ; and that they fliould

take up a noble reiolution to die (word in hand rather

than fubmit to the Mahometans. Bat thoie lords, di-

vided among themfelves, and effeminated by pleailires,

rot difcovering any great courage and relolution, fent,

by the grand matter's advice, embafTadors to Egypt,
to the llillan's court, to treat for the ranforn of their

fovereign. The negotiation was Ipun out a great length.
The fuhan.in hopes that his troops would ibon reduce

the whole ifiand, was every day ftarting new difficul-

ties ; but the Egyptian general ^oq':\ found a flop put
to the progrelfiof his arms by the valour of the knights.

By way of revenge, he ravaged the great commandry
or bailliage which the order poflefled in that iiland,

demolifhing the houfes, cutting down the trees, and

rooting up the vines ; fo that this great commandry,
which was reckoned the richeft of the order, was en-

tirely ruined. The fultan too refoU'ed'to turn the efforts

of his arms againft the ifle of Rhodes, hoping that if he

could make himlelf matter of it, that of Cyprus, being
left dcftiuite of the fuccours of the kiiights; would of

coiirle
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cnurfe fall into his hands. And as ainbitio'Js princes
feldom let any bounds to their projcdls, tlie iukan flat-

tered himlclt-', that the conquePc of the illes of Rhodes
and Cyprus would pave the way to that of all the ifles

of the Archipelago ; and that after this, Afia minor
could never reliit a power fo formidable as his would
then be. Full of luch vafl: defigns, the dangers and
difficuhies of which his ambition concealed from him,
he again fet the negotiation on foot wiih the embalTa-

dors of Cyprus. H's minifters fet a price upon the

king's hberty, and demanded an hundred and twenty
thoufand florins of glod for his ranlbm. The prince

rejedlcd this propolal, not only becaufe he looked

on the fum as too extravagant, but alfo becaufe he
wanted money, his exchequer being quite exhaufted

by the war. But the gi'and mafter, who was afraid

led the Saracens fhould at laft (eize on the ifle of Cy-
prus, adviled him to get out of the hands of thofe bar-

barians at any rate ; and the order, to facilitate his li-

berty, fjpplied him with the greatefl: part of his ran-

(bm. Peace was made on thefe conditions.

The lultan, to amufe the grand mafter, and under

pretence of defiring to maintain a lafting peace with
the order, renewed at the fame time the treaty which
the fultan his predecefTor had made during the mafter-

fliip of Naillac. But the grand mafter, who paid for

good intelligence, and kept fpie^ in Alexandria, and
even in that prince's council, was foon informed of
Jiis moft iecret defigns. To prevent being furpriled

by the Barbai'ian, he immediately fent advice of it to

popeEugenius IV. and to moft of the chriftian princes,

tranfmitting at the lame time a general iummons into

all parts of the chriftian world, with exprels injuncti-
ons to the priors to lend away forthwith 25 knights or

commanders out of each priory to Rhodes. But a

4Tiuch greater number of them arrived, whom zeal and

courage had drawn thither ; part of them wxre kept at

Rhodes, and the reft diftributed into the ifles belong-

ing to the order. Brother Hugh de Sarcus, grand
prior of France; fent to the capital of the order a

Ihip
laden
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laden with crofs-bows, arrow-heads, and other arms

neceirary for the defence of the place. The grand
niafter took care to fupply it wUh corn and all forts of

pro' jQons: in tine, this worthy chief, b^' hia vigilance
and activity, put him'elf info good a poflure to receive

the enemy, that the news of his armament foon pafTed
into Egypt ; and the fultan flattering himielf that the

order could not long maintain fo great a number of

kniphts, thought fit to fu'pend hisenterprife.
This great expence however having emptied the

treafury of the order, the grand mafter, to fill it again,
reibhed to call a general chapter at Rhodes, as the

cuftomwas in iho(eiime«.: the priors generally brought
to he chapters the refponjQonsof thecommandrics that

lay within their prioiies, with a lift of thofe who had

not di charged that obligation : and as it was impofli-
ble for the order to maintain fo many different wars a-

gainft the infidels without this fupply, the chapter de-

treed -evere penal' ies againft fuchas were negligent and

refraftorj^ endeavouring at the fame time by new ci-

tations, to raiiethe neccflary funds for the armaments
of the order.

'TwAS with this defign, and with a view of rc-

floring a regularity in di(cipliae, that the grand ma-
tter called the chapter at Rhodes, to be held there on

IVIay 2'5. 1428. at which, among a great number of

priors, ba'l'ffs, and commanders, were alfo brother

John de VJvone, pjior of Aquitain, and lieutenant to

the grand nufter in the three languages of Fiance ;

brother John dc Ventadour, great commander ; bro-

thei Anrhonyde St Chamand, maifhal of the order ;

bi other John de Laftic, prior of Auvergne ; bro-

ther Giatian de la Tour, bailiffs of the commerce
of Rhodes, and feveral other old knights of ditferent

nations.

The grand mafter opened the chapter with a dif^

courfe, in whi- h he re, refented the unavoidable ex-

pences the order had been obl'ged to put themfelves

U ,
; oth in defending the ifland of Cyprus, as well as

ing udi ding aguinft the fulian's ill dcfigns, the con-

fequences
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fcqucnces of which were always to be feared ; that

Rhodes and the iflands which depended on it, if they
did not keep up a fufHcient body of forces, could never

be fecurcd from the attempts of Amurath ; and that

the order fupported itfelf only by the jealoufy that wa5

fomented between the Turks and Saracens, two formi-

dable powers, which it would be hard to reCfc, if

from a zeal for a religion that was common to both,

they fhould join their forces agahill the order; that in

this fituation nothing came into the treailiry out of the

priories of France, the commandries of which had been

ruined in the war carried on by the Englifh in that

kingdom ; that Bohemia, Moravia, and Silefia, be-

ing hai afTcd by the Hulljtes, did not furnifli any quota
to the order ; that Poland being engaged in a war a-

gainft the Teutonic kiights, icarce kept up any cor-

refpondence with Rhodes ; and that it was the buiinels

of the chapter, by iome wi-e regulations, to re-efta-

-blifli, as near a? poflihie,
the rcipoafions on the old

footing, which thofe xcveral nations ieemed entirely to

have forgot.
The chapter, out of regard to thefe juft remonilran-

ces, and to make up the fund of the relponfions of

France, gramed leave to alienate ieveral lands belong-

ing to the commandries ot the order to fecular perfons,

for whom they lay convenient, provided always that

fuch alienations were made only for life, and at a cer-

ta'n rate. With the lame view, they, by the next fta-

tute. erected a new dignity in the language of Ger-

many, that of great bailiff, and annexed to it an in-

fpedion and authority over all the priories and com-

mandries lying in Germany, particularly in Bohemia

and the adjoining j.rovinces,
where the HufFites had

made cruel ravages ever fince the execution of John
H. s and Jerom of Piague at the council of Conftance.

To 'he authorit) and functions of grand baililf of Ger-

ir.any, ihey annexed likewiie the infpedtion over the

governor and calUe of St. Peter, a liong place in

Cjna built, as we have obierved, near or upon the

foundations of the old city of Haiicainalfus^ and ferv-

Vol. II. Y ing
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JKfT for a bulwark to the ifle of Rhodes on the fide of
Alia minor and the main land. The great bailiiFwas

to viut this place every year, cither in perfon or by
his lieutenant. He was empowered by his commiflion

to review the garriibn ; to break ufelefs foldiers ; to

fill up their places with others more capable of lerving:
in a word, every thing that concerned the defence of

that caftle and its territory was put under his jurifdidi-

on, except only the hojfhold and officers of the go-
vernor, and fome Ibldiers, who after the taking of

Smyrna by the Mogul Tartars, had thrown themfelves

into the fea, and fwimming to the fhips of the order

that lay at anchor, efcaped the fury of thole barbari-

ans. The order by way of recompence for their va-

lour, had afligned them this place as a retirement for

the reft of their lives, where they were taken care of,

and maintained at the public expence. The chapter had

iifterwards given the ifland of Nizzaro to brother Fan-

tin Qi^iirini, prior of Rome, by an infeofment, on

condition of paying an annual rent of 600 florins of

gold to the public treafiiry ; of maintaining there, at

his own expence, a garriibn necelTary for its defence ;

and of giving fiibliftence to two knights and a ferving
brother. 'Twas then the cuftom in all the priories of

the order, that when tliey admitted a young knight,

they afligned him at the lame time a commandry for

his refidence, the commander whereof was to fubfift

and maintain him, and bring him up in the Ipirit of

the order, till i'uch time as he was qualified to go to

Khodes.
By this wife regulation, the pra(5l*ce of which it

were to be wiflicd might be reftored,no youngknights
were to ' e (een wandering about in cities and provin-

ces, and often without having any thing religious about

them but the crois of the order, which Ibme ftill wear

.rather as a badge of diftinffion that flaaers their vani-

ty, than as a mark of the obligations they have enter-
j

«d into befgre the altar, of leading an holy and regular'

life.

Be
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Be that as it will, at pre'ent we find in ihe annals

of the order, that the commander of Cagnac defning
to be excufed from receiving into his hoisle a 3'oung

knight called brother William de Riery, who had

been afligned the commandry of Ciignac for his reli-

dence ;
the commander, whether he pretended that

his houfc was too full of pupils, or that it was the turn

of the commander of St. Salpice, (ent him to himv

This latter refilled to receive him, and complained to

tlie grand mafter, who being very julUy angry at the

commander of C^.gnac, threatned to deprive him of his

habit and commandry, if he neglected to provide for

the young knight whom the order had coinmitted to

his care ; a circumflance which I fiiould not have

taken notice of, had it not lerved to fliev/, that in the

middle of the fifteenth age, near 400 years after the

lirft inditution of the order, all the commandiies of it

were like fb many feminaries and academies, where
the knights were alike educated in piety and the exer-

cile of arms, two qualities, which though they happen
not to meet together in fecular per'bns, may never-

thelels form great men in each particular Idnd, but

which ought to be ever united in a Imight of the order

of St. John.
'TwAS from the fame fpirlt of regularity, and ta

keep the knights the more clofely to their refidence,

that the grand mafter forbad them, by an exprels bLill,

to go to Rome, and fettle in the pope's court, without

his permidion, or that of the procurator general of the

order. He made this wile regulation in order to check
the reftleli and ambitions humour of fome knights,who
the fooner topofiels themfelves of the commandries and

principal dignities, inftead of meriting them by thcnr

iervices, fought to get them by recommendation from
the pope or his cardinals, who had the greateft hand in

the government of the church. Thus was it that the

grand mafter, in the interval which the truce made
with the fultan of Egypt allowed him, employed his

anthority to maintain a regularity of dilcipline among
his religious. To make their abode in the ifle and

Y 2 convent



244 Hiftory ofthe Knight i of Malta.

convent of Rhodes more convenient for them, he built

a magnificent infirmary upon the foundations of the old

one, endowing it at his own ex pence. According to

the fpirit and conftant pra<5tice of the order, Ilich

knights as were lick or wounded, were vifited and
taken care of there, with all the regard and attention

<iue to noble perfonaj^es, that reprefented the con-

cjuerors oftheille, and were every day defending the

poflliTion and fovereignty of it at the expence of their

blood.

In thepraiHice of thefe peaceful virtues, did the grand
mifter Anthony Fiuvian,or de la Riviere, end

1437. his days. He faw the approaches of death

without any difturbance, and great piety : and

defiring to die as he had always lived, a true religious,
he dilpofed of all his effects, and lent 200,000 ducats

into the treafury, the fruit of histhrifiinefs and retrench-

jnents from that magnificence which luxury and vanity
at that time required of fuch as filled the firll dignities
In the church.

The chapter adembled immediately to provide him
a fuccefTor, and the members of it had recourie to ar-

bitration : they fiift made choice of » 7, knights, to

whom the chapter referred the right of eledion. Thelc

13 eledors prepared themfelves for it by receiving the

facraments of penance and the holy eucharift : they
afterwards lliut themielves up in a room diftindl from
the chapter-houie, and after a careful examination of
the merit of the leveral candidates, of their perfbnal

qualities, and efpecially of ihoie which were moft pro-

per for government, they unanimoully gave their votes

in favour of brother John de Las tic,

John de grand prior of Auvergne, who was ac-

Lastic knowledged in form by all the chapter as

1437. grand mailer of the order. As that lord

was then at his priory, they immediately
difpatched two grand erodes to carry him the inftru-

ment of his eledlion ; but before thele deputies (et out

for Rhodes, the convent made them take an oath, that

they would not ask any fiivour of him before he had
taken
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taken poileflion of his dignity, none efpccially that

might be to the prejudice of ilie ienior knights of the

Older.

The grand mafter, upon the news of his cledion,.
made the bcft of his way for Rhodes. As ibon as he
arrived there, he received advice from the ipies which
the order kept in Kgypt, that iecret defigns were form-

ing in that kingdom againfl the ifle of Rhodes, and
what was ftill worie, thefe (pics informed him, that

they fu/peclcd that Amurath 11. emperor of the Turks,.

approved this enterprize, or at lead woujd not op-

pole it.

The emulation and jea^oufy between thofe two

neighbouring powers had ferved hitherto as a kind of
fuccour to the order : but Amurath being uneafy at

the league made agair.ft him by the chriftian princes,
was well enough fatisfied that the fuhan of Egypt
fhould at this jun(5ture find employment for all the for-

ces ol the knights. However, as they were not yet

fully acquainted with that prince's intentions, the

grand mailer lent brother John Morel, prior of the

church, to him, as his embalfador, under petence of

notifying his election to him, and to demand of him a

renewing of the truce which the order had made with
his predeceifor. 'Twas a common practice in the or-

der,and which the popes had aiithorized., for the knights
to make a truce with one party of infideh, at the iame
time they were oppofing another. The prior of
Rhodes executed his commilTion with great skill and
addrefs. The grand ieignor returned the civilities paid
him in the new grand mailer's name, with other com-

pliments, but e.^iprelfed in general terms that carried

no meaning with them; declining at the fame time to

enter into any negotiation, under pretence thai the old

treaties were fufficient for the leciirity of both fides.

The prior returned to Rhodes, and acqu'nintcd the

grand mailer, that though war was not declar!:d; yet

peace was not the more to be depended on. The grarid

mailer, in order to di^'cover, if polTible, the dcligns of
ihe infidels^ lent William de Lailic his nephew, lenei^

y 3 ch-4
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chal of the Older, with two vciTels, towards the coad
\

of Egypt and Barljary. This knight was not long be-

fore he returned to Rhodes, and acquainted the grand
maQer that he would be immediately attacked by all the

forces of Egypt. The certainty of war made the

l^nights arm without lofsof time ; they fitted out eight
-

gallies, four (hips with high decks, and feveral tranf-

port veiTels, putting a couliderable body of troops on
hoard of them, working at tlie fame time in the

jfle of Rhodes, and thole adjacent to it, in order

to put the principal places in a condition of defence.

The fuitan on his fide put to (ea a confiderable fleet,

confiding of eighteen gallies, a great number ofvefTels

of different bulk, well provided with arms^ and laden

with a confiderable body of crofs-bow-men and land

forces. But to give fome colour to this armament, the

fuitan pretended, that the ifle of Rhodes, as well as that

of Cyprus, depended formerly on the empire of Egypt.
The firft attempt made by his forces, was upon a little

5f]and called Chateau-roux, fituated an hundred miles

to the ead of the ifle of Rhodes, and only a mile, or

at mod a French league, from Lycia. This
ifle, or

rather this rock, belonged to the order, who had for-

tified it with a cadle, over the gate of which the arms
of the order of St. John, and thofe of Arragon, were

quartered ; a circumdance which might incline us to

believe that it was the language of that nation which
had fortiHed this little place.
The Saracens met with little oppofition in making

their defcent, and in all probability feized on this little

cadle with the like eafe ; at lead there is no pafTage in

hiftory that takes notice of any confiderable combat
that happened; they re-embarked after having dedroyed
this fettlement, failed for Rhodes, and appeared offthe

idand on September 25 ih, 1440.
The inhabitants emulating the example and care of

the grand mader and his knights, had taken arms, and

lining the coads, appeared relbiute to oppofe the infi-

dels, if they fhould offer to make a delcent. The
maifbal of the order, who; by virtue of that pod, had

the
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tlie command of the fleet, failed out of the port hi good
order, and though he was much inferior to the enemy
in number of (hips, yet he advanced boldly and offer-

ed them battle. The infidels, who imagined that all

the fliips
of ihe order were out a cruizing, were fur-

prized to fee this armament, and retired into a bay,
where turning the poops of their fhips towards the

land, they contented themfelves with making a great
fire with their artillery, to keep the Chriftians at a dif-

tance. They were anfwered in the fame manner; the

reft of the day pafFed in cannonading one another, and

night coming on, the Chriftian fleet put into the port
of Rhodes, the commander of it defigning, after he had
taken in fome powder and frelh troops, to return im-

mediately in quell of the enemy: but the Saracens

feeing that it was impracticable to attack Rhodes in

fight of the chriftian fleet, fet fail in the night. Their

defign was to fjrprife the ifle of Lango. The marlhal,
whofe experience fupplied theplaceof /pies, gueffing at

their deiign, put out to iea at the fame time, and crowd-

ing all the fail he could, and his men plying their oars,
he advanced with great expedition under the cannon
of the caftle ofLango, (b that the Saracens, when they
came up, were ftrangely furprifed to find him in their

front, drawn up in the order of battle, and
offering to

fight them a fecond time.

The Egyptian admiral, aftonifhed at this, tacked a-

bout to avoid an engagement, and got to an ifland which

belonged to the Turks; and entering into the harbour,
which feemed in a manner abandoned, he joined his

galiies to one another, with their prows towards the

lea, and eredled batteries upon them, to repuKe the

knights if they fiiould offer to attack him ; and the

Turks, who inhabited the ifland, knowing Amurath's
intentions, and influenced likeways by the

religion
which they profelfed in common with the Saracens,
ran to their fuccour againft the Chrifiians.

The rnarflial, who had followed the Egyptian fleet

without lofing fight of it, feeing it ^o we'll
fortilied,

-tallied a council of war. Mod of the oiHcers, in Qv^L<t

to
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to .V'fTjrKle him from at tat king the infidels, reprefentecl

to hiin their number and forces, which were much iu-

pcrior
to thoie oF the oider ; aiiJ beddes, there was a

bad bottom in that plice, it being filled with a quick
fand that was very dangerous. They were all for re-

turning lo Rhodes J but the maidial, who did not know
what danger v/as, told tlirj-rj thai the knighis of St,

Joiin were never ufed lo co..nr the number of rheir ene-

mies, and ihat he wojld Iboner chuie to meet with a.

grave in the fea, than ly under the reproach of feeing,

the barbarians ib near him, without daring to attack

them. But as his capacity was no ways inferior to his

valour, he put his troops on board flat-bottomed vef-

fels, that drew lefs water, and advancing at their head,

being covered at the iame time by his artillery, he at-

tacked the Saracens, wlio received him with a fmart

fire from their cannon and muskets. If the attack was

brisk, the defence was equally as brave, and the Sara-

cens, fupported by the Turks, exerted themielves to

the uimoft, in order to hinder the ChriiVians from ap-

proaching their gallies. The night coming on, parted
the combatants ; the infidels loll above leven hundred

men on this occailon, and on tlie Chril^ians fide they
did not compute above iixty. The marlhal, covered

over with the blood of his enemies, and wounded in

five feveral places, made for Rhodes, upon fome figns

of bad weather , and for fear of a ftorm, which the

pilots were threatened with. The infidels took the ad-

vantage of his retreat, to get out of thole leas in the-

night time, and caiiie firft off the ifle of Cyprus : there

they made a defcent,and let fire to the great command-

ry of the order, which was all the advantage the ful-

tan had from an armament and expedition which had

put him to a confiderable expence.
This ill fuccefs ferved only to exafperate him the

more : he difTembled however his refentment, and the

defigns he had in view, in order to have an opportuni-

ty of falling upon them with a greater force. But the

grand mafter was not impofed upon : new fortificati-

<)ns were by his orders added to the city of Khodes^
and
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and he fupplied the magazines with ammunition and

proviGon?. Thefe fuft indances of his care were
followed with a general citation, Cummoning all the

knights able to hear arms, to repair to the convent :

and the prince granted at the lame time a general par-
don to all exiles and criminals, excepting I'uch as were

guilty of high treaibn, and incendiaries. He carried

his views farther, and ient embafTadors to mod of the

courts of Europe to Ibllicit fuccours. Theie embaifa-

dors did not fail to lay before thole fovereigns the power
and forces of the fultan of Egypt, and ro repreient that

that infidel prince was ready to lay fiege to Rhodes ;

and that if they fliould abandon the order in this junc-
ture, all that the knights could exped, after along de-

fence, would be to bury themlelves under the ruins of
the place ; but that the chriftian princes would ly
under an eternal reproach, fliould they fuffer the ruin

of an ifland and a (late, that ferved for a bulwark to

Chriftendom, and which, by its lying fo near to the

holy land, might facilitate the conqueftofit. The
leveral princes, to whom ihefe en-baffadors were fent,
made no other return to all thefe juft remonftrances,
than by employingafew empty cxpreffions of an ufelefs

compailion. Moft of them, detained at home by wars
with their neighbours, did not think it proper to leave
their dominions in fuch a jundture : befides, the firfl:

fire of devotion, which had produced fo many crufades,
was now in a manner Ipent ; and a great many look-
ed upon thole tranfports of piety, either as a refult of
a miftaken and irregular zeal, or perhaps as one of thole

fprings which politicians fet a-going, in order to lend

away thole princes and great men whom they thought
too potent, and too jealous of the privileges of iheir

dignity, at a diilance from theii country, and keep them
there on a pretence of devotion.

Be that as it will, the order obtained no fuccours

from the chriftian princes in this juncture. John Pa-

leohjgus, emperor of Conftantinople,. was the only one
that made a league offenfive and defenfive with them

againit the iultan of Egypt ; but this league produced

nothing
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nothing but a treaty that had no manner of confe-

quence or efvedt. Of all thofe vail dominions that had

belonged formerly to the empire of the great Conftan-

tine;, nothing was then left to Paleologus but only the

city of Conilantinople, with its adjoining territory.

The Turks kept that prince blocked up as it were oil

all fides; fo tkat out of regard to his own prelervati-

oUf and for fear of iceing himielf fpcedily befieged, he

durft not part with the fuccours which he had ftipulat-^

ed to lend to Rhodes. This infignificant treaty was

followed by anoiher made with the lliltan of Egypt

himfelf, which indeed feemed to be fomething more

advantageous; but that prince, who was an excellent

politician, concluded it only with a defign of amufmg
the grand mafter.

Sir Fantin Quirlni, a noble Venetian, bailiff of

Lango, and great admiral of the order, held the ifland

of ISizzaro of it by way of fief, and was obliged to take

the care of defending thofe two illes. The fuitan appre-

bending, that if he fhould make his attack on that fide,

Quiriui's relations, who bad a ftrong intereil in the fe-

nate, might prevail with the republic to fend troops to

the affiftance of the order, notified to him, that out of

regard to his nation, with which he had always lived

in good correfpondence, he would readily agree to a

treaty of neutrality for the iflands which were under

his government. Qiiirini communicated thele propo-
fitions to the grand mafiier and council of the order ;

fome fed themlelves with hopes that this private treaty

might be improved to a more general one, and perhaps
to the re-eflabliflunent of peace : but the mud skilful

were of a different opinion, judging that the fole mo-

tive of the fultan's offering this neutrality, was only to

prevent a rupture with the Venetians, who alone en-*

joyed the commerce of Alexandria, and with a fuppo-

fition,that if he could once make himfelf mailer of

Rhodes, the neighbouring ifles, which depended on

it, would follow the fate of the capital, and fall of

courfe into his hands. However, as the order would,

by this treaty, be difchargcd from the care and ex-

pence
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pence of mainiaining troops in thoie two iflands, they
told the bailiff that he might conclude it, provided it

was drawn up in terms fuitable to the Ibvereignty of

the order.

The fulran, from a motive that was very near of the

fajne nature with that above-mentioned, agreed with

the king of Cyprus on a like neutrality, for the veiT-^ls

of Rhodes and Egypt that fhould put into the ports of

his kingdom Yet in the mid ft of thele preliminary

treaties, which Teemed to ufher in a peace, or at ie^lt

a long truce, a conllderable fleet of the I'ultan's was a-

"ain leen off of the ifle of Rhodes, which

landed eighteen thoul'and foot in that place, Augufl.
belides a ftrong body of horfe and Mama- 1444.

lukes, in which the principal ftrength of the

Egyptians confided. Thefe barbarians, without fitting

down before any other place in the ifland, mi.-ched di-

re<5tly to the capital, which they befieged at the ;ame

time that their fleet lay off at fea, in order to block up
the port, and prevent the throwing in of fuccours.

The reader may juftly expert to meet in this place
with an exad relaiion of this tiege, with the particu-
lars of the lallies made by the knights, the ftormings
which they oppofed, and the killed and wounded on
both fides ; but thefe knights knew much better how
to handle their fwords than their pens. The lictle

learning at that time in the order, and indeed in that

age, has deprived us of fo curious and (b i;nportant a

relation : all that is to be found in the regifters of the

chancery, is, that the fiege laded forty days ; that the

infidels battered down the place with a great train of

artillery ; that there were feveral affaults given, in

which they were always repulfed ; and that their ge-
neral, having loft the beft part of his troops, re-im-

barked with the remainder, and was the fiift that cai*-

ried to his mafter the news of the ill fuccels of his

arms.-

The grand mafter wifely judging that it would not

.be long before the infidels would make him another

vifit under the walls of Rhodes, diipatched Williain

de
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de Lailic his nephew into the weft, to give the pope
and moll of the chriftian princes an account of the ad-

vantages lately gained by the order over the Saracens.

He took this ftep in hopes of obtaining ibme fuccour :

and that fovereigns, like otlier men, would declare

themfelves more freely for the vidorioas party. In

facH:, as foon as they heard in Europe that the knights
had drove the infidels out of their ifle, abundance of
the young nobility of Europe, i^articularly the gentle-
men of the kingdoms of F.ance and Spain, fond of

fharing in the glory of the order, were very eager to

be admitted into it. This was a very feaibnable re-

cruit, and helped to fill up the forces of the order,
which had been much diiniiiifhed by lofTcs which are

infeparable from war. But this, at the fame time, was
an additional expence to the convent ; and in order to

make a provifion for it, the grand mafter called a ge-
neral chapter at Rhodes, which was to aflTemble July

25th.
Whilst this alTeinbly was fittinn, the grand ma-

iler received an account from the fenefchal his nephew,
that he had gone through moft of the courts of Eu-

rope, but found the princes fo exafperated jgainft one

another, and fo univenally engaged in war, that there

were no hopes of any great fucccour. The grand ma- ' I
fler and the chapter law plainly by thefe letters, that |

they muft rely upon their own ftrength entirely;

whereupon, by common confent, they encreafed the

refponfions for five years. By the fame ftatute, the

priors were forbid to receive a greater number of

knights than the order could maintain ; and they a-

greed that the grand mallei flio;ild be empowered to

put an end to this deftrudive war, by a peace, if they
made him any overtures of it. The treaty was carri-

ed on the year following by the agency of Jamss Ccear,
a French merchant, who was aftervards trealurer to

Chailes VII. king of France. He was a citizen of the

town of Bourges, a man of petite generatioii^^
as an

hifto-

• Hiftoire de Charles VII. Roy de France, par Mat. de Coucy,

p, 69 X. edit:, dc Louvre.
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hlftoiian of the time exprefTes it, to fhcw that he was
born of parents who were not noble. But the dcfc(5t

of birth, if it really be a defedl, was abundantly re-

paired by the greatnefs of his genius, by his induftry
and his application. France never gave birth to a

merchant who extended its commerce 'io far, and made
fuch prodigious profits : he had whole fleets at his

command, and above three hundred fa(5lors difperled
in feveral countries of Europe and Afia, and even as

far as ^arrafinamey as the author abovementioned ex-

prelTes it. *Twas one of thefe faflors, who, in virtue

of the fafe-condudls which he had for his commerce,
condudled the agent of the order to Alexandria on
t)oard his matter's gallies. A peace was made, but all

that we know of the conditions of the treaty is, that

the envoy of Rhodes, after it was concluded, brought
back with him into the ifland a great number of chrifti-

an flaves and priibners that had been taken during the

war. A bull of the grand matter's, bearing date Feb.

8. 1446. is ftill preferved in the treafury of the order,

in which he orders brother Raimond d'Arpajon grand

prior of St. Giles, and the receiver of the language of

Provence, to pay James Coeur what was due to him
for this voyage.
The grand matter's joy in having procured fo many

poor Chrittians their liberty, was a little

damped by the concern that fome letters fent 1448.
from pope Nicholas V. gave him. There were

fome commanders at Rome, and at the pontiff's court,

who were unealy at the refponttons of their command-

ries being encreafed ; they complained to the pope of

it, as if it had been a tyrannical impotttion, and as if

the grand matter and the chapter had exceeded the

bounds fet to their authority by the ftatutes. Nicho-

las V. being prejudiced againtt the grand matter, and

without examining whether there were any mifrepre-

fentation in thefe complaints, wrote about them in

harfli terms to Lattic, fending him at the fame time a

coUedtion of the ftatutes made in the laft chapter,

which he fuppofed had been trani'grclled,
and vvhich

Vol. II. Z he
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he ordered him to obferve for the future as the rule of

his conduct.

The grand mafterlaid the pope*s letters before the

council, and made an anfvver in terms which indeed

were very refpec^ful ; but at the fame time full of that

refolution which truth and juftice always infpire. He
repreiented to that pontiff, that popeEugenius IV. his

predeceffor, after having examined the accounts of the

CKpence the order had been at in fuffcaining the (lege of

Rhodes, had approved the augmentation of the refpon-

fions, in order to pay off the debts it had been oblig-
ed to contrad during the war; that fuch as made their

complaints on this article were unworthy to wear the

habit, fellows, fays he, that never faw Rhodes^ or elfe

made no (lay there, and with a defign only of getting
rid of the regular dilcipline, or probably to keep out of

the way of dangers that are ufual in war, efi^ecially in

a bloody fiege ; that mofl: of thofe religious, inftead of

refiding lb much as upon their commandries, which

they were obliged to do, and exercifing the duties of

ho'p!tality,had entirely devoted themfelves to the court

of Rome, where they palTed away their lives in luxu-

ry and pleafure ; that he befought his holinefs to lend

them back immediately to the convent, to live in the

chief houfe of their order, and to learn from the ex-

ample of their brother companions, the life a true knight
of St. John ought to lead. As to the ftatutes which

his holinefs had lent to him, they agreed in council, af-

ter having exaflly compared them with the originals,

that it could be the work only of (bme forger of writ-

ings, who had inlerted feveral articles that were never

heard o^ before in the order, and ^hich were invent-

ed only to encourage the fpirit of appropriation and li-

bertinifm of thofe profligate knights.
The indignation which the grand mafter difcover-

ed againil thofe mutineers was the better founded, in

that they lived under his government at Rhodes, in an

fxail obfervance of their rule and ftatutes ; that in the

very heat of the armamentswhich were frequently mak-

ing, the knights never negleded to keep a ftri<5l fad

during
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during Advent and Lent j that they abftahied from

meat every Wednefday in the year ; and that in the rc-

fe<5tory, and all other regular places, I10 body durit

interrupt a filence, which in that place was oblerved as

regularly as in a cornmunlty oF monks and hermits.

The grand mafter's letter, drawn up in form of an a-

pology, was figned by the whole council, and the pope
leemcd (atisfied with it.

But ieveral of the Earopean commanders, who
were fupported by the protedion of ibme cardinals,

and had alio powerful friends in the order, and in the

very council, were not a jot more exadt in paying
their refponlions : fb that one would have thought
that they would pretend to free themfelves from their

vow of obedience. The order, by their rebellion, fell

infenfibly into a kind of anarchy : feveral chapters, and

various aifemblies were held on this account, in which

very whoilbme regulations were made, but dKbbedience^

power, credit and cabal, rendered them entirely inef-

fedlual.

The council feeing the authority of the government
flighted, could not think of a more proper remedy, in

order to put a flop to fb great a dilbrder, than by put-

ting the fbvereign authority, and the entire difpofition of

the revenue into the hands of the grand mafter only,.
This was a fort of di(^atorniip, which is always dan-

gerous in a republican (late ; but they were *iO per-
I'uaded of the zeal oFLallic, of his fincere piety, and
withal of his moderation, that they made no dilHculty
of entrufling him with an abfolute authonty. He e>c-

cufed him/elf at firft from accepting it on account of his

great age ; and for fear of breaking in upon the anci-

ent conftitution of the order, of which he was a zeal-

ous obferver ; he could not be brought to comply with
the preffing Iblicitations of his religious, but upon con-
dition that this alteration in the government fhould lalt

only for three years, after the expiration of which

term, the fupreme council fhould reiiime its antient.

authority.
Z2 The
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The wifdom and refolution of his conduct Toon ju-
iltified the choice the orderhadmade : By virtue of the

regulations made in the laft chapter, he threatned o-

penly to deprive all thofe of their commandries, and
even to degrade them from the order, who did not by
a certain ftated time pay in their lefponfions. Thele

menaces, from a (bvereign and a fuperior, whom they
knew incapable of being moved by any recommenda-

tion, intimidated the moft rebellious. They all gave

ic'curity for their obedience, till fuch time as they
fliouki meet with an opportunity of remitting money to

Khodes, all bowed and fubmitted before the authority
of fo worthy an head, armed with fo jufl:

an authority.
But as funds in the beginning were wanting, in or-

der topay the debts, and provide for the indifpenfable
neceflities of the order, he took them up on the reve-

ijues appropriated to the mafterfhip. The firfl: ufethat

he made of his new authority was to drip himfelf j

and like a true father, facrificed with pleafure the great
revenues annexed to his dignity, for the maintenance of

his children, and the fabfiilence of the troops which
the order kept in the feveral iflands which then com-

pofed its dominions. However, that they might not

abufe his eafinefs, he commanded all fuch commanders
as refided at Rhodes, and received the value of an hun-

dred crowns of gold revenue from their commandries,
not to receive any thing more out of the treafury of the

order for their liibfiftence.

This regulation of domeftic difcipline was fucceed-

cd by more important concerns. As in the difbrder

that the revenue was in, they had reafon to fear a rup-
ture with the Turks, who were never very fcrupulous
in obferving treaties, the grand mailer fent embafTa-

dors to Amurath II. who was then upon the throne, to

dilcover how that prince was difpofed with refpedl to

the order. We have leen, during the war which the

fultan of Egypt was making in the ifle of Rhodes, how
Amurath, that he might take his meafurcs according as

events fliould happen, put offthe grand maftcr's propo-
i al of renewing the anlieut treaties of peace. The new

fuibaf-
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embalTadors of the order found him more compliant at

this juncture :. that prince had enough to do to defend

himlelf againft a formidable league of chrirtian prin-

ces, into which the king of Hungary, the famous John
Huniades, vaivod of Tranfilvania, the Wallachians,

Scander-beg king of Albania, and even Uium-Caffan

king of Perlla, had entered. But of all his enemies,
none was ib terriblelo him as the king or prince of Al-

bania.

Albania, a province of Europe, is (ituated eufl-

"ward of us along the gulph of Venice ; it has on the

ealt Macedonia, ofwhich it was formerly a part, Epirus
on the fouth, and on the north Servia, and a corner of
Dalmatia. Some high mountains divide it from Epi-

rus, and other mountains, marflies, craggy rocks, and

narrow pafTes make the country impaffabie to troops
that are unacquainted with the ground. This advan-

tageous fituation, with the courage and ferocity of

thole mountaineers, made them terrible to their neigh-

bours, efpecially to the Turks : Amurath undertook to

fubdue them. John Caftriot, who reigned then in this

country, defended himfelf for a long time with great

courage ; but he was forced at lall to yield to for-

ces fuperior to thofe of his little (late. Caftriot, to

fave the poor remains of his fortune, entered into a

treaty with the Turkifh prince, and as a pledge of his

fubje6lion, was obliged to give him his three fons, Con-

fiantine, George and John, in hoftage. Amurath, with-

out any regard to the faith of this treaty, ordered them

to be circumciled, and intruded in the Mahometan
law ; and the father of thefe three unfortunate princes,

hearing of their misfortune, died of grief. Amurath,
under prete«€€-of4€CUFHig the principality to the chil-

dren of the abovementioned Albanian prince, feized

upon it,
and put ftrong ganifons into all the places.

'Tis not known what became of the two eldeftfons

of John Caftriot. Moft hiftorians accufe Amurath of

poilbning them ; others fay that he only put out their

eyes, and incapacitated them from ever having any
heirs. The like fate was defigned for the third ; but

Z 3 they
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they fay Atnurath was fo charmed with his agreeable

mien, and a certain air of grandeur that di(covereJ

itfelF already in that young prince, that he exempted
him from tholi puniihments, and ordered him to be

carefully brought up in the religion of Mahomet, and

in all tlie exercifes proper for a (bldier.

As foon as lie was able to bear arms, Amurath took

him with him into the field ; and in his very firft cam-

paign, he performed actions of fuch furprifing valour,

that the grand fcignior, by way of allufion to the name
of a great king of Macedonia, would have him called

Scander-beg, i. e. lord Alexander. All the fucceeding

part of his life correfponded with this favourable be-

ginning : whether he was engaged in duels and lingle

combats, which he undertook againft adventurers who

challenged him at the head of armies, or elfe in gene-
ral battles, he always gained the honour of the day.
He foon became the favourite of Amurath, and after-

wards one of his generals ; but the remembrance of

/Albania, which the young prince confidered as his in-

heritance, and a fecret unealinefs to fee himfelf enga-

ged in a religion ditferent from that of his father's, af-

fcfted him more than all the fultan't; favour, fo that ha

was refolutely bent to recover his dominions at any
rate, and return to his mother the church.

Scander-beg being fixed in this defign, took his

time when Amurath's fecretary was in the country. He
came to him, drew him afide, and having forced him
to draw up letters patent direded to the governour of

Croia, the capital of Albania, by which he was order-

ft-d to deliver up the government of that place to Scan-

dcr-beg, he immediately llabbed that minifter, and flew

all his train to a man, and advanced with all poffible

diligence to the gates of Croia. He was received into

that capital of Albania with all the refpedl that was
due to the orders he brought ; but in the night, letting
in three hundred men, vvhich he had caufed to advance

and port themfelves privately near the gates of the ci-

ty, he put the Turkifli governor and all the garrifbn
10 the fword, and without loiing tiaiC; hailed into all

parts
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parts of Albania, which he reduced into his power.
Moft of the chriftian princes his neighbours lent to.

congratulate him on his good fuccefs ; and the Vene-

tians, who looked upon his dominions as a barrier to

cover thofe of the republic, fupplied him with confi-

derable furas to levy troops.
There was no want of (bldiers : the Albanians, a

warlike people, offered themiclves in crouds to take

the field ; but out of this great number, which would
have formed a confiderable army, he chofe only eight
thoufandfoot and feven thoufand horfe. With this fmall

body of troops, and the advantage of the mountains
and narrow pafTes with which the country abounded,
he beat four great armies of the Turks. The firft

commanded by Ali, the fecond by Feris-beg, and the

two others by Muftapha Bafha, Baffa or Pacha, as dif-

ferent authors write him. Amurath afcribing thefe

great lolTesto a want of courage or capacity in his ge-
nerals, fancied the war would go on more fuccefsfully
under his own direftion, and therefore refolved to

command his troops in perfon : he marched at the

head of a formidable army to attack Scander-beg, and
indeed carried fome places, but the taking of them cofl:

him more foldiers than thelofs of a battle would have
done. Pie was attended in this expedition by young
IVJahomet his fon, whofe valour, courage and relbluti-

on, a<i much as his birth, had engaged him to take

him in for his partner in the empire ; having a mind
to fhew his troops at one and the fame time the capa-

city of an old captain, and theardorand fire of a young
conqueror.

In the fecond campaign, the two fultans prepared
to form the liege of Croia, the capital of Albania ;

but before they undertook it, that they might not be
diilurbed in the execution of their defigns, they made
a treaty of peace with the Venetians, in which it was

exprefsly ftipulated, that the repubhc fhould hold no

correfpondence with the prince of Albania. 'Tv/as

from the fame motive, and in order to fecure himfelf a.-

gajiiiSt
all apprehenfions fiom the fleets of the order,

that
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that Aniiirath renewed with the grand mafler the trea*-

ties of peace which he had made with his predecel-

fbr.

The {legeof Croia proved unhappy to the Turks :

Amurath, after feeing part of his army deftroyed by the

fudden attacks of Scander-beg, who kept the feld,

was at laft obliged to raile it. The prince of Albania

purfued him in his retreat, and cut to pieces the beft

part of his rear. Amurath fretting at the ill fuccefs of

the campaign, and worn out with the infirmities of old

age, fell fick. He was carried to Adrianople, where

he ended his days, after a lingering illnefs of five or fix

months. This lliltan was regretted by his fubjedts,

and even by the Chriftians, efpecially when they came

to compare his reign and his conducl: with that of his

fuccelTor ; a young prince, and one of the greatcft con-

querors indeed that Europe and Afia ever faw, but at

the fame time of a cruel, perfidious, and bloody nature,

and whofe a<5lions revived the hateful remembrance of

themoft inhuman tyrants.

The necefTary connetSlon of his hiflory with that

which I write, and the bloody wars that he made up-

on the order of St. John, oblige me to give a more

particular account ofone of its grcateft enemies. He
was a young prince, hardly 21 years old, whom na-

ture and fortune confpired, in conjunction with an ex-

traordinary valour, to make the terror of the whole

world. His ambition was ftill greater than his birth,

and the empire to which he was born. He had very

faperior talents, immenfe views, an admirable genius

for diflributing on proper occafions the execution of

his projects ; was always attentive, always prefent to

events, and never loft fight of the difpofiiions and for-

ces of his enemies : his third after glory and plcafures

was infatiable, and he abandoned himlelf to thofe a-

bominable fenfualities which nature cannot think of

without horror : he had no honour, no humanity, no

religion ; and cfteemed the alcoran as little as he did

the gofpel J and according to his principles, there were
but
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but two divinities that deferved to be worfliipped by
men, fortune and valour.

Sl'ch was Mahomet II. who affecfled the title of AI-

Biuch, or Mahomet the Great, betimes ; a title which

poderity has continued to him. He was worthy of it,

if we judge of him only by his conquefts j but in mo-
narchs there are virtues which ought to take place of

valour, and a prince cannot be truly great without piety
and juftice ; virtues which Mahomet had no notion of,

or at lead thought the pradice of them fit only for pri-
vate men.
Yet nofJjoner was the death of Amurath, and the

advancement ofMahomet II. upon the Ottoman throne

made public, but the embafTadors of the emperors of

Conflantinople and Trebizond, and moft of the Gre-
cian and caftern princes, crowded to the porte. The
grand mafter fent brother Peter Zinot thither in the

name of the order. A.11 thefe minifters, after making
the ufual compliments upon thefe occafions, prefled
for a confirmation of the old alliances made between
the princes their mafters and the Ottoman houfe. Ma-

homet, whether dazzled with the charms of abfolute

power, or that he had a mind to lull the embaffadors into

a fecurity, received them all with an afFe(5led fatisfadi-

on,and readily renewed the treaties which they defired

to have confirmed. But as the conquefl ofConftan-

tinople was the fis ft: aim of his ambition, he employed
all the next year in making fecretly the necefTary pre-

parations for fo great an enterprize, and in lecuring all

the avenues that led to that capital of the eaft, to

prevent the throwing in of any fuccours that the

Greek emperor might obtain, either on the land

(Ide, or by the way of Pontus Euxinus, or the Black

Sea.

In this viev/ he caufed a fort to be eredled on the

European fide of the Bofphorus. The emperor Con-

ftantine, alarmed at this ftep, difpatched embafTadors to

him, to complain of it as an infradion of the treaties

of peace fb lately renewed between them. Mahomet
anfweredthem at fird with a feeming moderation, that

he
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he had only ralfcd that fort to oppofe the incurGons of
the knights of Rhodes, who were as much enemies to

the Greeks as to the Turks ; and to fecure, as he faid,

the fubjedls of both emph-cs againft the inroads of the

Latins. But the emballadors offering to inlift on the

fidelity with which the order oblerved iiS treaties, Ma-
homet tranfported by the violence of his temper, or-

dered them to hold their tongue, and fwore,
" Th^t

*' the firfl: that fhould dare to fpeak a word to him
^' more on that

fubje<51:,
he would caufe him to be

*'
flay'd ahve."

After this declaration, and without keeping
meafures, he ordered his troops to advance and inveft

the capital of the Greek empire ; and they began to

form one of the mofl remarkable fleges mentioned in

all the hiftory of the lower empire.
The fultan arrived in the camp on the fecond of

April : they fay, that there were at leaft 300,000 men
in his army, without reckoning a large fleet confiding

of250 veffels of different bulk, which had 24,000 men
on board. Ail the force that they could mafter up in

Conftantincpleto oppofe fuch formidable forces, hardly
amounted to 6000 Greeks under arms, and about 3000
men, conliftin^j of foreign troops and volunteers,
which may well appear furprizing, confidering the

greatnefs of the city, and the prodigious number of its

inhabitants. But thefe were none of tlie old Greeks,
fo renowned in antiquity for their valour, and the love

of their country ; all their genius was now turned en-

tirely to commerce : Conliantinople was fcarce filled

with any thing but merchants, without reckoning a

large number of calogers and monks, moft of tliem

covetous wretches, who, rather than afFiO: their fove-

reign, buried their money in private plitces. So that it is

no great wonder, if Conftantine, deilituteof troops and

fuccours, could not hold out long againfl: the efforts of

the infidels. Notwithftanding all the refiftance of the

befieged, the city was taken by dorm the forty fecond

day of the (lege.

The emperor chofc rather to be killed in defend?

ing his religion and his crown, than to fall alive into

the
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the hands of the infidels. Perhaps there never was
feen a more melancholy and moving fpcclacle than

what pafTed at the taking of this city. Above forty
thouland men were put to the fword ; and fixty thou-

fand fold for flaves : nothing efcaped the fury and ava-

rice of the foldiery.
The women detefled the fruitfulnefs which had

made them mothers, and lamented bitterly the fate of
the young children which tliey carried in their arms.

Here was a numberlefs multitude of young maidens to

be ieen, fearful, and faultering in their pace, who not

knowing where to go, wandered about like poor ftran-

gers, in the very bolbm of their country, and whilft they
were in -queft of their parents, fell into an abyfs of

misfortimes, and into the hands of barbarians, from
whom they fuff^red a treatment more fliocking than

the moft cruel executions. Their tears and cries,

which reached the heavens, could not move the heart

of the infolent vanquifher ; and the meaneft of the

Turks had an accomplifhed beauty for his prey,

though often taken from him by another Turk, either

ftronger than himfelf, or of greater authority in the

army. M oft of thefe Barbarians fet their prifoners to

fale, but the men of quality, the princes and officers

who were taken under arms, were executed by the

fultan's orders ; nothing efcaped his cruelty but the

liandfomeft young perfons of both fexes, whom he re-

lerved for the abominations of hisleraglio.
'Tw AS thus that a young Greek lady of noble birth,

called Irene, hardly feventeen years old, fell into his

hands. A bafha had juft made her his (lave, but being
ftruck with her cxquifite beauty, thought her a pre-
lent worthy of the fultan. The eaft had never before

given birth to fo enchanting a creature; her charms

were irrefiftible, and triumphed over the favage heart

of Mahomet ; rough as he was, he was forced to yield ;

he abandoned himfelf entirely to this new pallion ; and
in order to have fewer avocations from his amorous af-

fiduities, he pafTed feveral days without permitting his

rainifters and the principal officers of his army to fee

him.
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him. Irene followed him afterwards to Adrianople :

*twas here he fixed the rcfidence of the young Greek.

As for himfelf, on whatever fide war might oblige him

to go, he would often, in the midlt of the moll im-

portant expeditions, leave the condudl of them to hi*

generals, and hurry away to return to Irene. It v/as

not long before it was vifible that war was no longer

hisreif^ning pafTion ; thclbldlcrs who were enured to

plunder, and ufedto find booty in following him, mur-

mured at this change. Thefe murmurs fpread and be-

came epidemical j the officers as well as the fbldiers

complained of his effeminate life ; yet his wrath was

fo terrible, that no body durft undertake to fpeak to

him on that fubjed. At laft, as the difcontents of the

foldiery were jufl: going to break out, Muftapha bafha,

having regard only to the fidelity which he owed his

mafler, was the firft: that gave him notice of the dif-

courfes which the janizaries held publicly to the pre-

judice of his glory.
The fultan continued for fbme time In a fullen and

deep (ilence, as if he was confidering in him/elf what
refolution he (hould take ; the only anfvver he gave
him, and under pretence of a review, he ordered Mu-

flaplia to fummon the baiha's to alTemble the next

day, with all his guards, and the troops that were

polled about the city ; after which he went into

the apartment of Irene, and (layed with her till the

next day.
Never did that young princefs appear fo charm-

ing in his eyes ; never too had the prince given her

fuch tender marks of his love before : and in order,
if poflible, to bellow a new luflre on her beauty, he
delired her women to exert all their art and skill in

^reding her. When fhe was thus (et out and adjafl-
ed to appear in public, he took her by the hand, and
led her into the middle of the afTembly, when

throwing afide the veil which covered her face, he de-

manded haughtily of the bafha's that^ flood round him,
if they had ever feen a more finiflied beauty \ All the

oiScers likegood courtiers^ were la villi of their praifes,
and
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and congratulated him on his happinefs. Upon which,
Mahomet taking the fair Greek by the hair with one

hand, and drawing his fcymitarwith the other, he cut

off her head at one ftroke, and turning himfclf about
to the grandees of the court,

'^ This fword, fays he to
**

them, with a wild and furious air, can, when I
"

pleale, cut afunder the bonds of love."

The whole afTcmbly was feized with horror, and
fliuddered at the fight : the dread they v/ere all feized

with, of being treated in the like manner, made the

moft mutinous ofthem tremble : every one thought he
faw the fatal fcymetar lifted over his own head ; but if

they efcaped his blood-thirfty temper at that moment,
it was only to execute his vengeance the better. Muf-

tapha, as a reward of his faithful advice, was fiift facri-

liced, and that on a flight pretence ; he caufed him to

be ftrangled in the ieraglio ; and in the long wars in

which he was afterwards engaged, and which lafted as

long as his reign, he had the cruel pleafure of difpatch-

ing moft of the janizaries one after another, who, by
their feditious cries, had interrupted his pieafures, and
awaked his fury.
This prince had fcarce been above fix months in

poflenion of Conftantinople, when, imagining that all

the princes of Afia ought to fubmit to his power, he

began wjth the knights of Rhodes ; his demands upon
them fufficiently declaring his pretenfions. He fent an

cmbafTador, or rather an herald, to the grand niafter,

fummoning him to own him for his fovereign, and lend

into his treafury an yearly tribute of 2000 ducats. Up-
on his refufal, the embaflador had orders to denounce
war againft him, and declare that the fultan his ma'ler

was refolved in perfon to fall upon all the ifles of the

order with his invincible forces.

The grand mafter, after advlfing with the council,
anfwered him, that his order was compofed of a body
of military religious, who, as fuch, depended by their

profeflion on the fovereign pontiff of the Chriftians ;

that their anceftors had, by their valour, and at the ex-

pence of their bloody fince made a conc|uell of ivhodes

Vol. II. A a and
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and the neighbouring iflands, the fovereignty of which
no prince as yet had dilputcd with them ; that at the

time of his eledion to the grand maflerlhip, this fove-

reignty was put as it were in truft into his hands ; that

be was accountable for it to his brothers and their fuc-

reflors, and that he would facrifice his life with plea-
fure rather than do the lead thing to prejudice the in*

dependency and liberty of the order.

This wile grand mafter and his council not doubt-

ing but fo refolute an anfwer would foon be attended

by the fultan's invafion of their territories, applied to

the princes of Chriftendom, though they took this flep

rather with a view of having nothing wherewith they

might reproach tliemfelves, than out of any hopes of a

fpeedy and effe^ual fuccour. The commander d'Au-

bulTon, of the language of Auvergne, and deicended

from one of the mofl: noble and ancient houfes of la

Marche, was appointed embafTador to Charles VII. who
was then upon the throne of France. The grand rna-

fter knowing his zeal for the order, made choice ofhim
for that commiifion, and it proved the lail adlion of his

mafterfliip. He died in a very old age, after having
governed Rhodes in difficult and tcmpeftuous times

with
ccjual prudence and rerolution.

A DIS-
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1724, by M. DE Vertot.

OF
all the fciences in which mankind employ their

time, there is not any one more agreeable, or

more ufeful than the knowledge of hiftory. What
fatisfa<51'on miift it be to a reader to behold the ruccef-

fion of all ages; the revolutions of the greatei'l em-

pires, legiflators and conquerors ; the authors of diffe-

rent religions, another kind of conquerors ; in a word,

all tho'e famous men, who, by their valour, orlearnirg
and talents, feemcd to have undertaken to change the

whole face of the imiverfe, pafTing along before hrs

eyes, and as it were on a great theatre ?

But time, in (jpiteof all their manifefto's, of all the

colours which thofe vain and ambitious men, or thtir

partifans have employed to difguife their projects, has

iieverthelefs taken off the varnilh, and difcovered truth

in all its native limplicity : Hiftory, free from the pre-

judices of party, penetrates into the moft iecret mc-
tives : we there fee, that an unjuft defire of ufurpatiou
in fome; an exceflive thiril: after riches or pleafures in

others j fometimes a paffion rooted in vanity in the

A a 2 learned,
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learned, and the hopes of making their names famous
in the world, have, generally fpeaking, heen the fecret

fprings that have given motion to all their undertak-

ings ; and 'tis from the generality of thefe great ex-

amples, which ferve inflead of an anticipated experi-

ence, tlrat we may learn, that all unjuft enterprizes,

though never Co lucceisful, and that all upftart and er-

roneous opinions, become at lafl: the contempt of all

lucceeding ages, and that truth alone deferves to be ce-

lebrated in all countries, and by all hiftorians.

H0WEVER5 before we pin our faith entirely on the
credit of thele writers, it is very fit that we examine
their works by the rules of found criticifm, a kind of

torch, which, like a faithful guide, condu61s us through
all the oblcureand gloomy paths of antiquity, and helps
ias to diftlnguifh truth from fahhood, the noble fim-

plicity of hiftory from the marvellous which we meet
with in fi(ftion, and all thofe vain ornaments with
which iiludon and error are deck'd.

Lv order, therefore, to be affured of the truth of
hdis related by hiftorians, efpecially in the molt anci-

ent, we mufl: carefully examine the text of their works,
to fee if it has not fuffered by interpolations, the dif-

ferent readings of manufcripts, the uniformity or diffe-

rence of the fiyle, the country in which an author was
born, the age in which he lived, and the order which
he has obferved in chronology. 'Tis well known,
that the changing of a date, and placing it either earlier

or later, is enough to alter the very nature of fadls, or
at lealt the confequences that maybe drawn from them :

In a v/ord, we ought to inform ourfelves of the name,
the religion, and morals of a writer. And though he
fliould be anonymous, or appear under a fictitious

name, yet the generality of the(e authors difcover them-
fclves in their works, and fome ftrokes always drop
from their pen, that lay them open, and reprefent their

characters more faithfully than all the criticiilns and

apologies that have been written either for or againft
their works, could have done.

'Tis
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*Tl.s by ihe aluftance of thefe various rules of criti-

cifm, that Ipropole to examine who is the real author

of the Alcoran; the motives which might probably have

determined himto publifli it; whether it were the etfedt

of inlpiratiou, or the work of a fmgle perlbn airillied by
leveral learned men ; in Hiort, the different fate this

book has met with, and whether it has not in the fuc-

ceilion of ages undergone feveral variations, and chang-
ed its principles and maxims more than once.

There are three different opinions, with regard to

the author of the xAlcoran : Mahomet and his follow-

ers afcribe it to God alone ; Ibme chridian w^riters are

for fathering it upon the prince of darknefs, transform-

ed into an angel of light, and alTuming the name of

Gabriel ; others pretend, that this book, which is

made up of different paifages of the Old and New tefta-

ment, was compiled by Mahomet, with the afTiftance

of a Rabbin, and feveral Chriftians of different Icds i

This is the opinion which I am to examine.

The firft fyllable of the word Alcoran is only an

article*, and we may as well (ay. The Coran, an Ara-

bic word, which fignifies Reading or Writing''. There
is no one but knows, that it is a book which contains

the religion of the Mufulmen, and that it is held in the

fam.e veneration with them as the Holy Scriptures
with Chriftians. The Turks likeways give this book
the title of El Forcan, i. e. which didinguifhes good
from evil ; 'tis a feigned conference which Mahomet
had with God and the angels, from whom he pretends
to have received his law. Ali, Mahomet's coufin-ger-

man, and fon-in-law, in order to inhance the merit of
this divine book, gave out, that the faithful found
therein the hiflory of former ages, laws fjr the conduct
of this life, and infallible prediifdons with regard to

futurity. Their preachers take it into the pulpits with
them ; they hold it open, and read every now and
then out of it fome verfe by way of text. Their pofi-
live and fchool divinity is founded only on Ibme paifa-

A a 3 ge&
• See Marscci, page 33.
* The bock to be lead, or tlxe legend, Prideaux.
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ges of the Alcoran, which fupplles them likeways with

prayers, and their priefts read a chapter out of it every

day in then* mofques.
This wonderful book did not appear in the world

till about the beginning of the (eventh century. But
fuch as believe in it, maintain, from the nlnety-feventli

chapter of that work, that it is as old as the creation of
the world j tliat the original of this book was once a

part of the great book of the eternal decrees ; that it

was depofited in the heaven of the moon, and that it

was brought from thence at the time appointed by pro-

vidence, by the angel Gabriel to Mahomet, who could

neither write nor read*.

One would readily believe, that it would have been
fcarce poflible to have carried fidion to a greater length.

Neverthelefs, fome divines, called Sonnites, whom the

infidels look upon as the only orthodox, have improv-
ed this fabulous original with new idle fancies, and
maintained publickly, that the Alcoran was increated,

eternal, and made pait of the divine eflence, Si quis
dixerit Alcoranum ejfe crcaiuni^ eft infidelis '',

as the

Latin tranflator of the Arabick Algazel has rendered

it. But this opinion was afterwards attacked under
the reigns of the Abaflidian Caliphs, by other Muful-

men divines, called Mortazales, who, in anfwer ta

this anathema, pronounced another drawn up almoft

in the fame terms, infidelis eft qui dicit Aicoranmji eJfe

aiernum feu incrcatinn. This difpute gave rife to a

great fchifin, and was the occadon of civil wars, in

which great numbers of both parties loft their lives.

The only point in which they agreed, was, that

this book, whether created or eternal, as it defcended

from the throne ofGod, and was filled with his fpirit,

it merited the refpedt and veneration of all men. And
we a<Elual]y fee to this day an advertifement prefixed to

mod of the copies of it, in thele words, Let none but

the

» Laus Deo, ait Mahmud, fiLus Omar, qui demifit e ccelo Al-

corajiuofi. Mai ace-, p. 34.
'' Aleazel in pro'efTione fiJei Mahuireticae profitetur AIcoi;a-

num effe jeternuin, fubfiftcntem eflintia Deii Vide Ma.acci p. 44.
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the pure prefume to touch this book, for it is a prefent

come down from heaven, and fent from the king of

ages : ne attingant eum nifi piirificati.

'Tis plain from hence, that men, in the opinion of
the Mahometans, are exprefsly excluded from having
been the authors ofthis new lavi'. Mahomet, depend-

ing upon the excellency of the work, gave out, that

neither devils nor men, though they (hould unite all

their talents, would be able to compofe any thing that

eould come near the perfe<^ion of the Alcoran : Sift-
7fiul congregare7itur homines et d^??iones, ut facerent

aliquidfimile huic Alcorano, nunquam id efficere pof-

Jinty etiamfi inutuo fefe ad hoc adjuvarent. Sura 17.
The generality of chriftian writers, on the contra-

ry, pretend, that the devil is the real author of Maho-
metanifm, and that he only made u[e of Mahomet, as

an inftrument, to found a falfe religion upon the ruins of

Chiiftianity. 'Twas the devil, if they are to be be-

lieved, who appeared to Mahomet under the name
and (hape of the angel Gabriel, or, if you pleafe, un-

der the fhape of a pigeon, which Mahomet had taught
to peck in his ear j a proof that this fal(e prophet was
an impollor, who only made ufe of religion as a means
to aggrandize him'elf. His defign was to unite all

the various religions of Arabia into one body, and to

make fo many iubje61s of his profelytes. There were
in his time three religions in Arabia, viz. Idolaters,

Jews and Chriftians ; and the laft were divided into Ca-
tholics and Schifmatics. Chriftianity had been efta-

blilhed in Arabia Felix ever fince the emperor Juftinus,
and this church was fubordinate to the jurisdiiflion of
the patriarch of Alexandria, as well as that of the A-

bylTines.
Ar ABi A Petraea,from Palefline to the gulph ofAya-

la, and all the reft of the coaft, as far as the borders of

Egypt, was fubjed to the Roman empire, as was alfo

Arabia De(erta, or at lead that part of it which is ad-

joining to Syria and Paleftine, whereof Boftra was at

that time the metropolis. 'Tis pretended, that the em-

peror Philip was born in that city, which anciently
was
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was no more than a c?&ft!e built by fome Arabian prlncff.

The emperor Severus made it a city, and lettled a co-

lony there : A council was held at Boftra, on occafioii

of BerccUus its bifliop's being infedled with the herely
oFthofe who denied the incarnation of the Word. This

was about A. D. 249.
Most of the inhabitants of the three Arabias were

idolaters, and pretended to be all defcended from Ke-

dar, fon of Irtimael. The learned Levinus Warnerus,
in his treatife of the manners of the Arabians, before

Mahometanifm prevailed in their country, alTerts, that

the Korifians or Korafhites, the mod noble tribe of
that great peninfula, had preferved themlelves from i-

dolatry ; that they had conftantly uied circumcifion e-

ver fince irnmacl's time ; that they were frequent in

prayer, were very bountiful in their alms, and that the

mod devout among them never drank wine. The ci-

ty of Mecca, with regard to religion, was confidered

as the metropolis of the pagan x'\rabians. Shoals of

pilgrims came thither from all the provinces, to vifit aii

old temple called the Caaba, which, according to a re-

ceived tradition, they believed to be built by Abraham.

They undertook thefe pious pilgrimiages in commemo-
ration of that patriarch's journeys, and facrificed the

firft-born of a camel upon the neighbouring mountains

of Mecca. This perhaps might have been the mofl

cllential part of their worfhip, and they had at beft but

a very confu/ed notion of the God of Abraham. There
is in the wall of Caaba a black ftone, which the Ma-
hometans tell us, was brought milk white from heaven

by the angel Gabriel at the beginning of the world,
but that it has been fince blackened by the fins of men.
The Turks in their pilgrimages pay a very fi.iperftiti-

ous veneration to this mjfterious lione. But we muft

not fancy that Mahomet invented thefe ceremonies ;

they had been ufed fb long before his time among the

Arabians, that it would have been impoffible for that

impoftor ever to have rooted out this piece of fuperfli-

tion from among them; though he fhould have formed

4 deftgii of doing it*

The
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The idolatrous Arabians acknowledged indeed x

firft being, tbe only and fovereign creator of all things;
but then they made him, as it were, a iupine deity
without providence; and in their ncceiTities they ad-

drelTed themfelves to Ibme fubaltern genii, and to a kind

of goddelTes : Such were Allath, Mcnach and Aluzza,
whom thcCe modern lihmaelites adored as the daughters
of the great God.
Some Arabians*, who were fubjei^s of Perfia, fol-

lowed the religion of that country, and worlhipped
the fire. There were likeways other kinds of idola-

ters called Sabians, (which we mufl take care not to

confound with the ancient Sabeans) and theie adored

certain genii, which they placed in the planets and

ftars. The worfhip of fome went no farther than the

ftars which they adored ; and others, who were ftill

more ftupid, directed all their devotion to certain i-

mages which repreiented the feveral attributes of thole

ftars : and the Caaba, or great temple, was by degrees
crowded with a multitude of idols, of which Maho-
met aftei wards cleared it.

As for the Jews, after the emperors Titus and Adri-

an had drove them out ofJerufalem, a great number of

that mi/erable people had taken refuge in Arabia, a

country that is contiguous to Paleftine, where they

multiplied confiderably j but the generality of them

paid greater deference to the ridiculous fancies of their

rabbins and tahnudifts, than to the law of Mofes, and
the facred text of the bible.

The chrifHan Arabs followed the Greek rite, of

whom very few were Catholicks, the greateft part of
them having turned Eutychians orJacobites ; nor were
there wanting among them (bme ancient fedlaries of the

dodrine of Ebion and Cerinthus, two arch-heretics

who lived in the Ihil century of the church, and were

cotemporaries with the apoftle St. John.
There were likeways fome Arians, fome Neftorl-

ans and Cophti, a fort of Eutychians : but exclulive of

the exterior worfhip of thole different religions,
a cor-

ruption
' Pocokii Specim. Arabic, p. 53.



274 Discourse upon the Alcorait.

ruption that was almoft univeiTal, and an ignorance
equal to it, prevailed among the Arabians of all deno-

minations, and the Jew was fcarcely to be diftinguifh-
ed from the Chriftian by any other mark but chxum-
cifion and baptifirf.

If we enquire into the civil government of Arabia,
we fliall find, that befides certain countries, which held

either under the Greek empire, or that of {'erfia, Ara-
bia had formerly enjoyed its particular ibvereigns. Po-

cock, in his notes upon Abul-Faragius, an Arabian

author, and of the fed of the Jacobites, has given us

the names of the/e princes, but neirher tells us the feat

of their dominion, nor how long they reigned. And
in the feventh century, in Mahomet's time, we meet
with no other fovereigns in Arabia Petraea, either in

Mecca, or Medina^, the two principal cities of that pro-

vince, but the chiefs of each tribe, who were at the

fame time the generals and magiftrates of thofe little re-

publicks.
This multitude of chiefs, all independent on one

another, and the great diverlify in worfhip and religi^

on, made Mahomet think it a favourable jundure for

putting his defigns in execution. The charader that

Elmacin hath drawn of him, mav be (een in the be-

ginning of this work*, but his conduct will paint it

ftill better. He was a man who thirfted after empire,
and was greedy of pleafures ; of a fuperior genius; and

who, either by his education or reflexion, law through
all the ridiculous foppery of that multitude of deities

which the people had ^tX up. Had he not been vain

enough to pretend his holding an intimate correfpon-
dence with God, by the miniftry of the angel Gabriel,
the magiftrates had never driven him out of Mecca :

but as he was for adlng an extraordinary part, and had
neither a miffion nor miracles to authorize it, he was
at laft obliged to fupply the force he wanted in argu-
ment by that of arms, to tftablifh his fyftem fword in

hand, and to found it on a revelation, of which he
Iiimfelf was the minifter and the herald.

In
*
Page 6. vol.1.
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In order therefore to f^cceed in his fcheme", he af-

fociatcd with himfelf a learned Jew, born in Perfia, a

rabbin in his kd:, whom Elmacin calls by the name
ofSalman. But the greateft afliftance he received was

from a Neftorian monk, called by the weflern hiftori-

ans Sergius, and by the eaftern Bahira, an apoftate,

who had been expelled his monaftery for his diforderly

life. Such were the architedls whom Mahomet em-

ployed for ere(5ling the new lyftcm he projefled. The

Jew furnifhed him with various hiftories from the Old

Teftament, blended with the chimeras and dreams of

the Talmud, which Mahomet, in order to heighten
the ma; villous, pieced out with Tome fabulous chxum-
ftances of his own invention, which are ftill to be feeii

in the Alcoran. The Nellorian monk, at the fame

time, brought him acquainted with the new teftament,

and the diici|'line of the church : All this he changed
and corrupted with fables, which he borrowed from

pfeudo-golpels and apocryphal books ; and 'tis mani-

feft from the Alcoran, that he was not unacquainted with

the hiftory of the infancy of
Jeius,

and the family of

the virgin Mary.
Bu r whatever were the names of thofe Jews and

Chridians who aflifted Mahomet in the forging of his

Alcoran, 'tis certain, that as this book contains fo ma-

ny particularities of the Old and New Teftament, Ma-

homet, who was born and bred a Pagan, and had liv-

ed in idolatry till he was forty years old, and who,
moreover, was fo illiterate, that he could neither write

nor read, muft necelTaiily have been direded in the

compofition of the Alcoran, by feme Jew and byfome
Chriftian, both of them learned in their religion, and

who, upon the plan which he had formed, fupplied him

with that infinite number of hiftorical fa(5ls andpaffages
which are fcattered up and down that work.

Being foon after fupported by fome difciples, he no

longer makes a fecret of his do<5irine, but fets up pub-

lickly for a preacher j he tenders the Aiccrsir to the

people

* AbdiasBenfalon. Cantat. Orat. t. contra Mahometam.tradl.

Fr. Ric. c. 6 & 13. Theoph. Zonaras fortalitium fidci. 1. 4.
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people as a divine book, which had been brought him
from heaven ; and though he was wholly illiterate, as

was before obierved, he yet recommends himielf, and

is followed for the purity of his language, for the turn

and loftinels of his expreffions, and for the care he

took to imitate in the Alcoran, fometimes the fublime

ftyle of the beginning of Genefis, and fometimes the

pathos ofthe prophets of the Old Teftament.

If Moles relates that God laid, Let there be light,
and there was light ; let the earth be made, and the

earth was made ; Expreffions which a heathen philo-

fopher, Longinus by name, had propofed as a model
of the ("ublime, and which give fo fine a deCcription of

the power of the creator, and the obedience of the crea-

ture; Mahomet, in imitation of the Jewifh legiflator,

ipeaking, in the chapter Houd, of the affwaging of the

waters, makes God (ay, Earth, (wallow up the waters;

heaven, take back thofe which thou haft fliowered

down, i he waters immediately drew back, continues

the falfe prophet ; the command ofGod was fulfilled,

the ark rcfted upon the mountain, and a voice was
heard from heaven, (aying. Wo to the wicked. Such
as undciftaiid Arabick, agree, that Mahomet, as to ex-

preflion, does not fall ery fhort of ihe beauty of the

original which he endeavoured to imitate, and that

his phraies in particular are well chofen, and happily

difpofed. Piideaux owns, that the Alcoran, with re-

fpedl to the ftyle and purity ofthe language, is the mofl:

perfect model of any we have of the elegance of the

Arabick tongue. That fahe prophet was particularly

confpicuous for brighrneis of thought, and particularly
for drawing lively repre/entations and delcriptions of

the rewards and punifhments of the next life. Of all

the various motives that have an influence on the mind
of man, he fcarce made ule of any but hope and fear.

When he treated of paradile*, as he had to do with

people who were fcorch'il with the burning rays of

ihe fun, and dwelt under the torrid zone, he reprelent-
td that place of felicity, as a garden watered wiih foun-

tains
* Alc.c. 3,4,36, 37,43, 47,78.
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tains and cooling liquors, and planted with trees that

were ever green, and which bore delicious fruits in e-

very feafon. And ibr the fatisfaclion of/eniiaal and

voluptuous men, in a country, where, as Ammianus
Marcellinus relates, 'tis incredible to think with what

greedinefs both men and women abandon themlelves to

luft •, hicredihile ejl quo ardore apud eos in veriereiit

tiierque folviturfexus : Mahomet, to draw them in,

promises the men, that the kernels of the fruit, they
were to eat in paradile fhould be metamorphofed into

fo many young girls divinely beautiful, and created on

purpole for their felicity ; and wiihal fb gentle, 10

complaifant, and fo fweet, that if but a drop of their

fpittie was to fall into the fea, that alone would beluf-

ficient to take away all its bitternefs ; and notwith-

ftanding that they were to repeat frequently the duties

of the marriage bed, they yet fhould remain ever vir-

gins, without being ever mothers.

If this dodlrine flattered fenfual men^, fome old

women, on the contrary, fancying their age excluded
them from this place of pleafure, were very much a-

larmed at it. One of them, as Lamay tells us, in his

Lathaif, complained to the prophet about it, who told

her for her comfort, that they would all rife again at

the blooming age of fifteen, and in all the perfection
of beauty ; this was calculated for the fatisfadion of the

old and ugly, and accordingly did not fail to pleaie.

Marc MET, as a contrail to paradile, reprefents hell

as a burning furnace, eternally covered and lurrounded

with thick clouds, and an hot faltifli fmoke"^. As
for cooinefs, he makes the damned fwallow a blackifh

ever-burning liquor, like melted pitch, which was to

circulate in their veins ; and he allows thefe unhappy
wretches no (hade but from a certain tree which he
calls Zacoum, the f.uits of which, he told them, re-

femble the heads of devils. We may eafily perceive,

rotwithftanding their being fo clouded wirh fidtions,

that the fountains and dreams of Mahomet's paradifc
Vol. II. B b are

• Ale. 1. 14. c. 4.
••

Koit.'ng. hUh Client. 1.2. c ij.
* Ale. c. 7, 37, 43> <4> 47* 5®/ 74^ 77* 7'^> ^o«
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arc borrowed from tlic(e words of fcripture, *^The?le(5!:
"

fliall drink of plcallires as out of a river," de torrent j

"voluptatis potabis cos : and as to the young people who
were to adminiftcr to their pleafures, all thofe circum-

ftances were formed upon the plan of the terreftial pa-
radife which Cerinthus had drawn ; who maintained,
that after the general refurredion, Jefus Chrill fhoulJ

reign on earth atjerufalemin Paleftine; that menfliould

then have a full enjoyment of all the pleafures of which

they fliould have deprived themlelves during their life-

time, and that their wedding day fliould lall a thou-

fand years.
If we confiilt the bare test of the Alcoran, and take

it in a literal fenfe, nothing can poflibly be more grofs
than thele promifcs, which tend only to the gratificati-

on of the fenfes. x^nd indeed Mahomet perceiving,
that this kind of felicity would not fatisfy men of un-

derftanding, he, in order to pleafe them, as well as

the reft, adds, in the chapter cntituled Jonas, that in

thcfe delightful gardens, the bleffed fliould be incef-

fanrly repeating thele words,
'' Thou art holy, O

'' Lord our God, and eternal ; praife be to the Lord
*' of all creatures." And the Scheie Alalem cries out,
'^

Paradile, O Lord, is deflrable only becaufe it gives
*^ us a fight of thee ; for without the fplendor of thy
*^

beauty, it would be irkfbme to us :" which affords

room to imagine, that thefe different delcriptions of

the lenfual pleafures and corporeal pains ofanother life,

were but fo many allegories with which Mahomet

heightened his dilcourfes ; a figure very frequently uf-

ed by the eafterns, and which upon that account, is not

always fo be taken in a literal fenfe, according to fome

dodlors of that feft, who made a witty and devout

Mufulman fay,
*' O thou who invitcft me to enjoy the

'*
delights of paradile, 'tis not paradife that I feek, but

*'
only the ?^c^ of him who created paradife/'

Wh A.TEVER care Mahomet might take to adapt the

plan of his paradiie
to the different taftes of mankind,

an undertaking of no little
difficulty : and, moreover, as

he was fenfiblc; that every thing relating to religion,

which
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which bears the charader of novehy, is juflly fufpe'it-

ed, he declares in the Alcoran, that he does not ib

much pretend to preach a new law, as to revive that

which God had given to Adam and the firft men, and

which was afterwards tranfmitted to Noah and his de-

fcendants, down to Abraham and Ifhmacl their ancef-

tovs : a law, fays he, more antient that either that of

the Jews, or of the Chrillians. He adds, that this law,

notwithrtanding its being drawn up by a divine hand,

had been changed and corrupted by the luccelfors of

patriarchs, who had baniflied the woifhip of the true

God, and introduced in its ftead that of images and 1-

dols, which they made ihe objed of their religion ;

that God, in order to bring mankind back into the

paths of truth, had at fn ft lent them a gr^at prophet

called Moles, who had given them a new law in his

name, and authoriled his miifion by the moft illullri-

ous miracles ; but that the people of Ifrael, to whom
he was lent, had, in procefs of lime, preferred human

traditions befoie this holy law, aiid that that nation

had relapfed feveral times, into idolatry.

That thefovereign creator of mankind had, at the

time fixed by his eternal decrees, railed up a (econd

prophet greater than Moles, call-d Jesus, the (on of

Mary, conceived, as he faid, by the breath of G(.'d,

without a father, in the fame manner as /idam ,
ai:d

born of a mother who had always been a virgin : But

notwithftanding this new prophet pubiifned a law that

breathed nothing but goodnefs and charity, and had

wrought furprifmg miracles in the face ofail Judea, in

order to make it be received ; neverthelefs, his midi-

on, in fpite of all his miracles, had had no better fuc-

cefs than that of Mofes : that the priefts and phariiees

had determined to put him to death, but that God, in

the moment of his pafTion and execution, had fnatched

him from the fury of his enemies, and taken him up
into heaven ; aiiother fable, which he had borrowed

partly from the notions of Cerinihns, Mahomet adds,

that the Chriftians, after his afcenfion, had adulterated

bis law to fuch a degree,
that it was dtflroyed in ^

B b 2 maimer
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manner by falfe interpretations, and was no longer

genuine. That, in fine, God had lent him as his lalt

prophet, and greater than eiiher .Alafcs or Jefus, to

p;n-ge rer'gion of all the fables which men had intro-

duced into it under the notion of traditions and my-
fleries, and to unite them all in the fame l^lief, and in

the oblervance of the lame law ; of which, he laid, he

was no more than a miniHer, and the bearer of the or-

ders oi heaven.

'TwAs from thefe different principles that this art-

ful impodor framed his fyft^m. The Jew had far-

jihljed him v/ith tliat of the exiftence of one only
God*, but without a multiplication of perfons : he for-

bids e>:prert.ly in the Alcoran, the alcribing either

ion or dajghters to God ; and by this prohibition, he

c deludes the three pretended goddefles of the idolatrous

Arabs, and deftroys at the fame time the myftery ofthe

trinity, andthemerit of thepafPion of our Saviour Chrift.

One would think he had taken the fiift principle of

this unity of God from the words of Deuteronomy,
where it is fiid,

"
Hear, O Krael, our God is one," the

Icnie of v;hlch he has altered by thefe Arabick words,
la illacky illalachf there is no other God but God ; and

in order to recommend his own niiflion at the fame

time, he adds, in the fame language, ou Maha?nmed

rt'fryulj
and Mahomet is the mefTenger of God : Other

words which are manifedly copied from thofe we read

in St.John's golpel,
*• This is life eternal, to know thee

*' the only true God, and Jefus Chrid, whom thou haft
*•

fent," et qitcm mifijii fiiiiini. Mahomet, in order to

draw in both Jews as well as Chriftians, borrowed fads

and pafTages indilTercntly from the Old and New Tel-

tame nt.

*TwAS out of complaifance for his countrymen in ge-

neral, and for the Arabian Jews in particular, that he

retained

* Do you never confiJcr that God is one, an4 has no pofterity?—BleiTcd be God who has no other fons or daiight^rs than thofe

good fouls who worfliip h;m^ and keep his commandments. Ale,
c. 37. towards the end.
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retained the ufe of circumcifion, tho' there Is not any
mention made of it in the Alcoran ; but that rite had
been eilablifiied for feveral ages among the greatcH

part of the Arabians without diftindtion.

Or I GEN, who was at no great diftance from Ara-

bia, relates, that all the Ifhmaelites who inhabit that

country, get themielves circumcilcd when they come
to be thirteen years old. St. Jerom

* confirms the

fame circumftance in his commentary upon Jeremiah.
The greaieft part, fays he, of tho.'e people who inhabit

round about Paleftine, obferve circumcillon,but chief-

ly the Egyptians, the Edomites, the Ammonites, the

Moabites, and all the country of the Saracens, who
dwell in the de/erts i. e. in the defer ts of Arabia r

Whence we may prefume, that religion was not the

only motive for the eftablifhing of this cullom.

Nevertheless, it is probable enough, that Mdio-
hornet recommended circumcifion and abdinence from

fwines flefh, and things ftrangled, merely out of com-

plaifance to thejews, whom he had a mind to bring o-

ver to his led ; but fome doctors of his religion have

fince aiTerted, that the only realbn of his taking in cir-

cumcifion was in order to enfure a better obfervance of

the precept of cleanllnefs, which forbids the letting any
urine fall on that part of the skin, whicli for that rea-

fon they cut off.

As for the u(e of wine, iNIahomet, in all probability
forbid it only to heighten the perfection of his new law:

perhaps too he was willing that his difciples (hould a-

gree in that point with theRechabites'' andNazaritesof

the old law, who never drank any intoxicating li-

quors. Others pretend, that the fole motive of his pro-

hibiting the ufe of wine, was in order to prevent thofe-

quarrels which frequently ariie in the midft of good
fellowfhip; not to mention, that in fo hot a country
as Arabia, water and cooling liquors were perhaps
more agreeable than wine. But I very much queftioii

whether this article of Mahomet's law would have

B b 3 done

*
Philocalia, c. 23. Hifl. Ecdef. p. 10^. chap. 10.

••

Jerem. c. 3;.
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done him any fervice^ had he begun his mifTion witli

the people of the north, *'
AbiVaui, fays this lawgi-

** ver to his diiciples, from wine, from pl?.ying at
*'

games of chance and chels : thefe are inventions of
*'

tlie devil, to low hatred and divifion among them,
*' to elirange them from prayer, and hinder them
^- from calling upon the name of God."
From the Chriftians Mahomet borrowed the fre-

quent ufe of prayer, which he fixed at five times eve--

ry day, tlie praflice of a Lent-faft, and the payment
of the tithe of one's pofTefTions ; this, however, he or**

dered to be applied for the relief of the poor.
Though he had feverely condemned all manner of

worfliipthat was not immediately diredcd to the one

only God, neverthelefs, that he might not wholly ali-

enate the afTeiftions of the people of Mecca, and in or-

der to engage them by motives of felf-intercft, he made
a particular precept, enjoining all iiich perfons as had
lubfUnce and ftrength fufncient for the journey, to go
on a pilgrimage to the great temple of Mecca, after it

fhould be cleared of idols ; and he made this injnndli-

on, becaufe the great reibrt of pilgrims brought great
iums of money into a country whofe foil was barren*

He next allowed, in favour of the Heathens, of a mil-

taken kind of predcftination, not unlike what the an-

cients called fate, and taught, that if the fatal moment
of a man's death was not come, he would be as fafe in

the midfl of a thoufand naked fvvords pointed againfi:

him, as if he was alone in his own houle and in bed :

A principle which was afterv/ards of great advantage
to his fucceiTors in their wars ; and in

fjjite of the fear

which danger naturally infpires, we have frequently
fcen Mahometan {bldiers rufli chearfuily upon the fwords
of their enemies, from a notion that they had nothing
to dread on fuch an occafion, if they were not predefti-
nated to die in it.

*' 'Tis impoffible, fays Mahomet
*' in the chapter Amram, for a per/on to die at any
*' other time than that which is fixed and determined
"

by the immutable decrees ofGod."

This
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This artful mixture of various religions, and in
which every one fancied he difcovcred fbme traces of
his firfl: belief, impofed upon a great many people ; and
the infidious impoftor, in order to eftabli^h his errors,
borrowed from both Jews and Chriltians fbme great
truths; and in fomeinltancesthe pradice ofgreat virtues.

As our divine Saviour has exprefsly recommended
to us the doing good to thole that perfecute us, Ma-
homet, to imitate him, at the end of the chapter Aaraf

cxprefies himlelf thus,
*' Do good to all;" and the au-

thor of Kelchef, one of his commentators, relates, that

Mahomet, upon receiving this precept from the angel
Gabriel, ask'd him the meaning of it, upon which the

angel made him this comment :
" Court him who

*' drives you from him ; give to him who has taken
*' from you ; pardon him who offends you ; for God
*^ will have you fow the iceds of the greateft virtues
<* in your fouls."

The article wherein he chiefly differed from the pu-
rity of the Chriftian religion, was that of polygamy,
and the plurality of wives ; but it was already efta-

blifhed among the Jews and idolatrous Arabs ; Co that
he allowed his dilciples to marry four lawful wives at

the fame time "
; and as the legillator did not think

himfelf obliged to fubmit to a law of his own makino-,
lie married at leafl: fifteen, and, as other fay, one and

twenty wives. 'Twas his favourite pafRon, and he
himfelfdoes not fcruple to own it; he declares'', that
he was not affeded by any kind of pleafure, but that
which arole from grateful odours, and the commerce
of beautiful women. Deus pofiut dsle^lutionemmeaiii
inf avibus odoribus et in muUcribus ; as is related by
the learned Maracci, confcfTor to pope Innocent il. the
laft and moft exact tranflator of the Alcoran.

However, notwithftanding all the complaifance
Mahomet had for his own inclinations, and for thofe
of his fellow citizens, he yet met with a

ftrong oppo-
fition from themagirtrates of Mecca, and the chiefmen
of i>is tribe. Tis plain from the

twenty-fifih chapter
of

* Ale, c.4> \ Page 31,
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of the Alcoran*, that they treated him publickly as an

impoftor, and that the generality of the Koraihites de-

clared aloud, that his book was no more than a tex-

ture of fable* of his own inveniion, or forged by the

help of other impoltors ;
and in the fi^.teenth chapter

he points out particularly
the peribn who was fufpedt-

cd to be the author of it :
**

I know, lays he, fpeaking
*'

ofhlmlelf, 'twill be faid, that a certain perfon has

"
taught me the Alcoran ; but he whom they pretend

<' to be the fecret author of it, is a Pcrfian by birth,
** and fpeaks the language of Perfia, whereas the Al-

" coran is WTitten in Arabic, and is fall of inftrudtion

*^ and eloquence." The cunning impoftor, that his

performance might not be afcribed to another, em-

ployed only two foreigners to affift him in compiling it,

the one a Greek, and the other a Perfian, neither of

whom fcarce underftood Arabic : moreover, 'tis pre-

tended, that he, in order to get rid of a troublelbme

witnefs, afterwards got thefirft, who had had the great-

cft hand in it, to be privately difpatched.

What troubled him moft, was, that the moft (en-

{Ible part of the inhabitants of Mecca required him to

ihew fome warrant for his new dodrine *",
and to au-

thorile it by miracles, the moft authentic credentials

a prophet can have. Mofcs, faid they, Jefus Chrift,

and other prophets, worked, by your own confefTion,

the moft glorious miracles to prove their million ; why
then do not you, if you are a prophet, and greater than

they, work the like \

Mahomet, in order to get clear of fo home an ob-

jection,
turned and winded on all fides <=. Onew^hile he

told them, that as miracles came from the almighty
hand of God, men could not know the time when he

had determined to work them ; another while he re-

proached them, that though they fhould lee miracles,

they yet would not be converted ; and at other times

he

• Ale. c. 15, 37, 81.
^
Theophanes Zonaras, Ricardi confutatio MahoJUi C 13*

Cantrcuzen. orat. ]. contra Mahomet*
• Ale. c, 6,
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he faid that his million extended no farther tlian to

preach to them the word of God, fuch as he had re-

ceived it from the angel Gabriel', and added, that

there could not be a greater miracle than tlie Alcoran

itleli"^ which was fb perftdl in all its parts, that it could

not pofiibly be the work of themofl learned men, nor
even of the devils themielves, much lefs could it have
been compoied by an illiterate man like himfelf, who
conld neither write nor read.

Bu T the magiflrates of Mecca would not take up
with iiich idlereafons'', in which the impoflor was for

having the pohit in queftlon taken for granted, and

moreover, fufpedting that he had more ambitious de-

figns in view, and that he had a mind to ufurp the

^government of his country, they banifhed him as a

feditious perfbn, and forced him to leave Mecca.
Mahomet now law plainly, that he fhould never

be able to execute his ambitious proje<5ls by perfuafi-
cn only, and therefore refolved to have recourle to

arms ; and to authorife this (lep, he did not fail, as u-

fual, to call in heaven to his adiftance. Immediately
he gave out among his difciples'^, that the angel Gabri-
el had brought him a fword from almighty God, with
orders to fubdue by the force ofarms all fuch as (hould

refufe to embrace his doctrine.

He began this religious war by plundering the ca-

ravans ; when booty, Co grateful to the Arabs, loon

brought great numbers of them under his ftandard :

Being thus reinforced, he ravages the open country,

furprizes caftles, takes towns, and after having for fome
time pradifed the trade of robbery, he learned infenfi-

bly the art of conquering.
We need not learch for any other reafon to account

for the
llirprifing progrefs this feci made in fo little

time in Arabia ; which if Mahomet could but have

forefeen, he would in all probability have fpared him-
felf the trouble of forging ib many revelations, and fit*

ting
• Focock. fpec. hift. Arab. p. 191^ 192. Ale. c. 9, lo, an*

17. Ale. c. 7.
^
Elmacin, 1. 1, c. I,

* Ale. c. 4,
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ting together the various pieces he borrowed from the

JevAifh and Chiiftian religions. 'Tis well known, that

he, in lefs than eleven years time, made himfelf ma-

iler of the greateft part of the three Arabias. The
fuccefs of his arms exceeded his firft projedls, and for-

tune carried him to greater lengths than he had even

dared to hope. But as his wars, his conquefts, and

thole of his fuccefTors, are for-eign to myfubje^t, I (hall

only obferve, that he united the pricrthood to the em-

pire ; that his difciples were his firft fubjeds ; that he

forced the reft by violence to fubmit to him ; that his

arms were the foundation of his new religion, and that

he in all probabiliiy might have taken them up only in

order to eftablifti it with greater difpatch. His fuccet

fors made ufe ofthe fame pretext to (eize on Afia, Afri-

ca, and apart of Europe; and whither would they
nor have extended their conquefts, had not God railed

up the intrepid courage of the knigiits of St. John of

Jerufalem, to make head againft them ? thofe knights,
I fay, who for feveral a^es have ferved as a bulwark to

all Chriftendora. The Arabians were the hi ft people
of Afia that embraced the religion of Mahomet ; Come

of thefe, out of fear of his power, others carried away
and infedted by example, many feduced by the lure of

pleafures ; nor were there wanting others who v/ere

charmed with his eloquence, and certain pathetical e.K-

prefiions which dropped from him in his fermons, or

in various places of the Alcoran.

We there indeed meet with noble and lofty expref-
Cons upon the niajefty, the power, and the goodnels
of God, as well as on the ingratitude of men ; but all

his difcourles on thefe fubjeftsare without proofs, with-

out coherence, order, or connedtion ; and one may ead-

ly perceive, that what they call the Alcoran, or the

book byway ofeminence, to fpeak after the Arabians-,

is no more than the work of a mere ibphifter and dc-

claimer.

One cannot even
fliy

that this work is one continu-

ed difcourfe, and made at the fame time ; for we there

meet with feveral variations and alterations; according
as.
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as its author was a«5liiated by new padionS; or engaged
by new intcrefts. In the fous'th chapter, any man is

exprelsly forbid to marry the wife of another, during
the lifetime of the latter; but unluckily Mahomet cads

his eyes uponZainab, the wife of Zaih, his freed man;
lie liked her, and in order to have her for himfelf, he

beftowed extraordinary favours upon his latcflave, that

io he might engage him to divorce her, which being

done, he immediately marries her. This fcandalous

compadt betwc^en the mafter and his lervant, highly of-

fended the greateft pait of his followers ; but to filence

theii- complaints, notwiJidanding it contradidls the

law which he himfelf had preached, he publi flies an

addition to the thirty-thiid chapter of the Alcoran,

wherein God declares, that he had married Zainab to

Mahomet ;
a declaration which put that woman, who

was not a little proud of the revelation, upon infulting

the red: ofthe prophet's wive^, and upon claiming a pre-

cedency, by virtue of her having been married by an

exprefs order from heav(?n, whereas none but men
had been concerned in the marriages of her rivals.

This falfe prophet, befides all thofe wives, who
compofed his feraglio, had likeways in his family a

voung female (lave of exquifite beauty, of about fifteen

years of age, called Mary, an Egyptian by birth, and

a Chriftian. We are told, that the governor of Egypt
had made a prelent of her to Mahomet. Immediately
our prophet falls in love with her, and is catched by
two of his wives in a criminal commerce with her.

The(e do net fail to make a great ftir about it, but as

it might prejudice his reputation, heaven comes in im-

mediately to his .Hlfiftance, and by a new revelation,

which we find in the fixty-fixth chapter, God allows

Mahomet, and all Mufulmen whatever, to cohabite with

their flaves, in fpite of their wives *.
^^ O prophet, for

** thus Mahomet makes God fay, why doft thou, for

<^ fear of dUbbliging thy wives, deny thylelf the plea-
<* fure which God has granfed thee ?'* The impious

wretch begins with committing the crime; and then

war-
* Ale. c, 66. of Prohibition,
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warrants it by a pretended difpenfation from heaven.

The only reafbn of my feledluig theie two examples
from a great number of others, was to fhew,that there

are in the Alcoran, in that very book which the Ma-
hometans tell U3 came down from the throne of God,
ieveral oppofite and contradictory articles, and which

are computed to amount to near one hundred and fif-

ty. The Mahometans endeavour to evade this objec-

tion, by laying, that God having thought proper to

abrogate certain articks, was afterwards pleafed to fub-

ftitute others in their Head ; but we may oblerve, that

both thefe pafTae^es are not only preferved in the text,

but that that article which is fubflituted is often plac-

ed, before the other whicli was to be dilanulled ;

which occafions adrange confufion, unlefs they, in or-

der to account for this tranrpoiition, fliould tell us, that

that was owing to the Alcoran's having been written

lipon loofe leaveS; which antiendy were never ftitched

together in order, but rolled upon one another, which

for that reafon, might occaiion the tranipofition of fe-

veral chapters.
After Mahomet's death, Abu-Bekerhis father-in-

Jaw and fuccefTor, collecfled theie loole leaves toge-

ther, put them into what he thought a proper order ;

and after coniulttng fuch of Mahomet's dilciples as

had attended with greatefl: afliduity upon his diicour-

fes, he made a colledion of them, which he afterwards

left in the cuftody of Haphfa, daughter to Omar, and

one of the furviving wives of that prophet.
Yet notwithftanding this precaution, Icvcral copies

of this book were fpread up and down the provinces,

very difFeient from one another. The people of Hyer-
ak-Araly, which is the antient Chddsea, together with

the Syrians, maintained, that their copies, though ton-

trad'.dloj y to one another in (everal paiTages, were ne-

verthelefs the only authentic ones. Theie dilputes o-

bligcd the calipli Othman, the third fuccefTor to Ma-

homet, to confuit the original of Abu-Beker, if we
may give that name to a book which he himlclf had

compofed, and in which he had added and razed

what-
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whatever he thought projer, and this upon the hifor-

maticn of perfoiis, who bonilctl their having retained,

by flrength oF memory, moil: of the pafTages of the Al-
coran f:om Mahomet's diicourfes, Othman, however,
cauJed feveral copies to be made of it, and diftrihuteJ

them up and dovvn the Mahometan provinces, and or-

dered all the other copies which fell into his hands to

be burnt as (puiious.
And yet, notwithilanding that the Alcoran was re-

vifedin this manner, and though it has paiFcd through
fo many hands, in order to its being corrected, there

were neverthelels whole nations who could not be pre-
vailed with to receive fome furats or chapters in it as

canonical, which they fufpefted were no more than l^j

many interpolations of the re. iiers. The Perfians, the

Indians, the inhabitants of the coad of Coromandel,
and the other followers of Ali, reject jeveral verfes as

apocryphal, which the Turks receive as canonical ; for

which reaibn they have gi^en them the name of Schit-

tes; whereas the Tuiks, the inhabitants of IMoguI,
the Arabians, and the Af: icans, who tollow the doc-
trine or comment of Abu-Bcker. and look upon vhem-
felver as the only orthodox, take upon themtelves the

name ofSonnites. But abating ihis, all of thefe have
fo profound a veneration for this book, that it falls very
fhort of idolatry. Some of them ever carry leveral

verfes, and ibmetimes vrhole chapters of it about them,
as an infallible prefcrvaiive agaii.ft all the accidents of
life; and their princes and great men euiich the cover
of their Alcoran wirh pearls z\\^ diamonds.
Tavernier relates in his voyages*, tliat the great

Mogul /ent in his time a copy of it to Mecca, the co-
ver of which was valued ai twel e hundred tho'ifand

livres, and that there was in the middle of it a diamond,
which alone weighed a hundred and ihree carats.

Such is tlie veneration the inlidcls ha.e for this book,
though ftuiTed with fictions ; fo true is it, that faliS

hood, when dreffed with an air of icmeth'ng m^rsel-

lous, is very apt to allure the minds of nun ; a: 'he

Vol. II. Cc lame
» Tom. VI.



390 Discourse upon //^<f Alcoran.

lame time that we negledt the reading of our holy
books, the /acred depofitory of revealed truths, and

wherein we meet, and that with much more certainty
than in the ^ilcoran, an undoubted hiftory of the firll

ages of the world, wife maxims for the conduct ofdiis

life, and infiUible promifes, and the molt undoubted

alTurances with regard to
eternity.

The End of the Difcourfe on the AlcoraH; and Vol. IL
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HISTORY
O F T H E

Knights Hofpitallers
O F

St. J O H N of Jerusalem,

Called afterwards

The Knights of Rhodes,

And at prefent

The KNIGHTS of MALTA.

BOOK VII.

ROTHER James de Milly, grand prior of

Auvergne, fucceeded the grand TRML 3 matter De Laftic. He was then
^.

at his priory. They difpatched the che-

valier de Boifrond his nephew to him,
to carry him the act of his election. In 454*

this difpatch the council reprefented to
' J Line '

the new grand mafter, how important it was for the

good of the order, that he mould repair immediately to

Rhodes In the fame letter they infmuated to him,
that in order to get rid of the recommendations of

pi inces in favour of fome young knights, and not pre-

judice the rights of feniority, it would be proper for

Vol. III. A him
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him to make an early declaration, that he would grant
no favour before he had taken pofleflion of his dignity
in Rhodes, and taken likeways the oaths ufually ten-

dered to the grand matters at fuch fblemnities.

The prince paid a juft deference to this advice, let

out immediately for Rhodes, and arrived there on Aug.
20. 1454. His prefence was indeed very neceJTary.

Mahomet, the haughtieft and proudeft man breathing,

enraged at the refolute anfwer that the knights made
his ambalfador, fwore their ruin, and the deftru&ion

of Rhodes ; and, out of his eagernefs to be revenged?
had juft fent thirty gallies, as the harbingers of his fu-

ry, who had by his command ravaged the coafts of the

ifles of the order.

Of all the neighbouringprinces, whom his vaft am-
bition made him look upon as his enemies, there was
none more odious to him, or whom he fufTered move

impatiently in the midft of his territories, than the

grand mafters of Rhodes. He intended the year fol-

lowing to fall upon that ifle, and extirpate the whole
order of St. John : but he was obliged to defer that

enterprife upon news of a powerful league that was
formed againrt him for the defence of Hungary. Pope
Calixtus III. was the head of it ; and befides the king
of Hungary, he had engaged in it fucceflively one af-

ter another, Alphonfus king of Arragon, Philip duke
of Burgundy, the republicks of Venice and Genoa,
the new grand mafter of Rhodes, and feveral princes

of Italy.

Charles VII. king of France was ftrongly Iblici-

ted by a legate, whom the pope had fent him on pur-

pofe, to join his forces with thofe of the allies. The

pontiff too, upon that prince's appearing averfe to leave

his dominions, had wrote to him in imperious terms.

But thofe times were now no more, when popes, ei-

ther out of a true zeal for religion, or political views,
could ealily carry their point, under the ipecious pre-
text ofcrufades and holy wars, of baniming, as wc

may lay, emperors and other fovereigns into the farth-

eft parts of the eaft, The king ofFrance flighted
me-

naces
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naces that came difguhed under the mask of pious ex-

hortations. However, as he was a truly religious

prince, though he was ftill on his guard againft the

Englifh, whom he had driven out of France, and that

the ambition of the dauphin his Ton gave great uneafi-

nefs, lie nevertheless prefented the commander d'Au-

bufTon, whom the grand mafter had lent to defirc fuc-

cours from him, with confiderable fums, which were

employed either in buying up arms, or finifhing the

new fortifications of the town of Rhodes.

Whilst all thele allies were arming flowly, and

bringing their forces but heavily to the rendezvous,

JVlahomet, after feveral feints, purpofely to conceal his

real defign, fell at once on the town of Belgrade, that

Amurath his father had formerly befieged io no pur-

pofe, which made this prince the more fond, out of an

an emulation of glory, of iurprifing or carrying it by
force. This important place is fituated upon a point
of land, in a fore of peninfula, formed by two rivers,

by the Danube to the north, and the Save to the weft.

Huniades, one of the greatefl captains of Chriftendom,
and the only man of his time to be compared with

Scander-Beg, lay, during all the time of the fiege, in-

trenched with a body of Hungarians on the north bank
of the Danube. Mahomet, to make himfelf matter of
the river before Belgrade, and to cut off the commu-
nication of the Chriftian camp with the place, had
formed a fort .offemi circle of faicks and brigantines
fattened together, which took up all the fpace both a-

bove and below the city. Huniades, to break through
this inclofure, and throw fuccours into the place, fitted

out a great number of veffels of different bulks, and

putting his braveft and mod refolute foldiers on board,

goes himfelf at their head, falls down the ftream, at-

tacks the infidels fleet, leaps firft into the admiral's gal-

liot, takes it, and, followed by the Hungarian officers,
who commanded the land forces, breaks the inclofure,

difperfes the little veffels that formed it, finks part of

them, feizes on others, puts the troops on board them
to the fword, and enters into the port, dragging after

A 2 him
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him the fluttered remains of the Turkifh fleet. Thij
lord by his prcfence raifes the courage of the garrifon
and inhabitants, and making them a fpeech :

"
I am

"
come, fays he, in company with thefe brave foldiers,

Ci refolved either to live or die with you, and I will
" either fave the place, or bury myfelf in its ruins.

"

This great man, during the whole liege, performed
?.ll the functions of a wife captain and a relblute foldi-

er. He was general, governor, commander of the fleet

and artillery at one and the lame time ; the turks met
with him at all the ports they attacked ; they law him
in like manner at the head of all the {allies that were
made. They fay, that in one of thefe (allies he kill-

ed no lefs than twelve enemies with his own hand : but

as thefe little advantages were not after all any ways
dccifive, and that Mahomet was {till advancing his

works, he law plainly, that nothing but an engage-
ment and a battle could fave the place. He therefore

caufed the garrifon, the troops that he brought with

him, and the braveft of the inhabitants, to put them-
lelves under arms; then made choice of the bravcil of

them, and out of all thefe troops formed a confiderablc

body, put him (elf at their head, and fell into the ene-

mies trenches fword in hand. He at firffc cut all thofe

to pieces that flood in his way ; but at the noife

1454. of the attack, the Turks foon rally and (land

their ground. Never had the Chriftians and in-

fidels fought with greater courage and obftinacy. Hu-
niades, refolved either to vanquifh or die, provoked at

ib long a refinance, throws himfelf into the thickeft

battalions of the enemies, forces his way, puihes and
kills all before him, and obliges the infidels to retire in

diforder. Mahomet himfelf runs to their fuccour, and
at the head of thofe invincible legions of janizaries,
which made all the force of his army and empire,

charges the Chriftians, and kills one of the principal
officers of the Hungarians with his own hand, but at

the fame time he himlelf receives a deep wound in the

thigh which difables him : they cany him immediate-

ly to his tent, where he faints away with lofs of blood,
The



Ja m e s de Mi l l y Grand Mafter . 5

The combat however dill lafted with the fame fu-

ry. Hunfades makes new efforts, drives them from

their batteries, and turns the cannon againft the tents

of the fultan. But the Chriftiah general, feeing a body
of fpahi advancing fcymetar in hand to cut off his re-

treat, Jul not think it advifable to drive the Turks by
too obftinate an engagement to a deipair that is fre-

quently more formidable than their ordinary valour ;

but contenting him!elf with the advantages he had al-

ready gained, re-entered triumphantly into Belgrade,
amidft the acclamations of his ibldieis, who dragged
after them a great number of pri ("oners.

The fultan recovering from his. fwoon, was imme-

diately informed of the ilT e ofthe combat. They could

not conceal from him that the firft bafhas of his court,

the vizir, the aga of the janizaries,
and the principal

officers of that body of troops were killed : that the

cannon was nailed up, and the baggage taken. 'Tis

faid, that at this ill news, ib contrary to his expectati-

on, he called for poifon to put an end to his life and

vexation.

"Tis certain however that he left above twenty
thouland men of his belt troopsr and that he

was obliged to raife the fiege, and retire to 1 454.

Conftantinople with precipitation. To increafe Aug.6.
his pain, he received advice, that the knights
of Rhodes, in order to make a diverfion during the

campaign, had ravaged the coafts of his dominions,
blocked up his ports, done infinite damage to the

commerce cf his fubjects, and fecured that of the

Chriftians.

The fultan, to be revenged on the knights, put to

tea a ftrong fleet, having i8oco land forces on board,

ordering them to deftrcy all the ifles of the order with

fire and fword. The admiral landed firft in the ifland

of Coos or Lango. He there be liefed a fortified caftle

called Land'machio. TheTurks battered the place with

a great train of cannon and mortars, and having made
a breach, advanced in crowds to the alTault. They
pattered themfelvcs that they fhould carry the caftle

A 3 with-
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without much oppofition, but they met with a good
number of knights on the breach, who drove them
back ; and by rolling down great (tones, and throw-

ing boiling oil and melted lead upon the befiegers, laid

the braved of them dead at the foot of the walls. A
feafonable fally following this defence, put an end to

the difpute, and caufed fo much trouble and diforder in

the infidel troops, that they re-embarked with more pre-

cipitation and eagernefs than they had run to the afTault.

The general, not daunted with this ill fuccefs, fan-

cied he mould be more lucky againft the inhabitants

cf the 5Hand Simia or of Apes. He inverted the caftle,

and to lave his men carried on the (lege by way of fap,

running his mines as far as the middle of the place.
But his defign being timely difcovered, was prevented

by the knights, who, making countermines, defeated

his attempt, and advancing fword in hand, cut the mi-
ners and the troops that fupported them to pieces, and
forced the infidels to re-embark. From thence they
flood for the ifle of Rhodes, and landing fome foldiers,

the admiral ordered them to march up with all poflible

(ecrecy into the country, to fee what guard they kept in

the ifland, and whether there were any troops along the

coad.

These fpies went a good way up into the country
without being difcovered ; every thing appeared buri-

ed in a profound calm, and without the lead didruft ;

and iikeways found, that a town at no great diftance,

called Archangel, very well peopled, and the richeft

of the ifland, was in a forry condition for defence ;

thereupon they made the (ignals which the admiral had

directed. The general, as foon as he faw them, put all

his infantry into flat-bottomed veffels, and landing
them, the infidels marched draight to the town, fur-

prifed the inhabitants, (lew all that made head againfl:

them, and made (laves of the. reft; but fearing to be

attacked by all the forces of the order, the Turkiih ad-

miral, after ravaging the open country, re-imbarked

in great hade. He did the like execution in the ides

of Lerro, Calanio, Niflaro, Lango and Simia, which
he
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he vifited again in his return from Rhodes. As thofe

ifles were mod of them defencelefs, he ravaged the

country, rooted up the vines, cut down the fruit-trees,

carried off all the inhabitants that he could furpriie,

and after having left marks of his cruelty wherever

he went, returned back to Constantinople. He pre-

iented Mahomet with a great number of Haves which

he had made in his expedition : the fultan viewed them

with a barbarous pleafure,
as what gratified his rage a-

gainft the knights : he left them only the choice of

dying or abjuring their religion. Several were weak

enough to do the latter, and thefe wretches turning

Mahometans, fcrved afterwards for guides to the cor-

fairs that infefted the feveral ifles of the order.

Brother John de Chateneuf, of the language of

Provence, commander ofUiezin the priory of St. Gi-

les, and bailiff of the ifles of Lango, Lerro and Cala-

mo, finding them defolate and in a miferable conditi-

on, ftirrendered the government of them to the order,

who, in a general chapter, defired the grand mafter to

undertake the repeopling of them. And to prevent the

like farpri/eSj the fame chapter ordered, that 50 knights
mould refide conftantly in the caflle of St. Peter ; that

five and twenty fhould be kept in the ifle of Lango,
that forty other knights mould be put on board the

guard galley which was always kept in the port of

Rhodes ; and the grand mafter himfelf took care to

have a fort built in the town of Archangel for the fe-

curity of the inhabitants.

These precautions were the more necefTary, inas-

much as befides the war which the order was engaged
in againft the Turks, they were on the point of com-

ing to a rupture with the fbldan of Egypt, a neigh-

bouring potentate, no lefs formidable than Mahomet.
The grand mafter had juft received a premng letter from
Louis of Savoy, king of the ifle of Cyprus, in right of

queen Charlotte of Lufignan his wife, in which he

begged the order's fuccour and protection agaiiaft the

Cnterprifes of a baftard of the houfe ofLufignan, who
by
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by help of the credit that he had at the foldun's court*

pretended to make him/elf matter of the kingdom.
'Tis well known, that the order pofiefTed great e-

ftates, and even fome towns and conilderable fortreiles

in that place ; lb that nothing could pals in a civil

war between the queen and the baflard, but the grand

mailer mull be obliged to concern himlelf in it.

In order to have a right notion of thefe reciprocal

pretentions,
wc mull obierve, that John de Lufignan,

the lad king of Cyprus, left no heir to his dominions

but a young princeis called Chfarlotte, which he had

by Helena Paleologus his fecond wife. He was an

effeminate prince, of a weak conftitution, almofl an i-

diot, incapable ofgoverning, and the meaneft man in

the nation was better veiled in the affairs of his king-

dom than himielf. The whole authority remained in

the perfon of the queen, who herlelf was governed by
hemurie's ion, an abfolute miniPcer, that diipofed of the

government as he pleated, and made the moll he could

of all the polls, dignities and revenues of the crown.

A period was put to this unjuft adminiftration by
the princefs's marriage with John of Portugal duke of

Coimbra. This prince being, in light of his wife,

preemptive heir of the crown, was for entering upon
theexercife of the rights which the king his father-in-

law had neglected. The imperious mmifler oppofed it,

but the princes party got the better; and the minifler,

Fearing his refentment, took refjge at Famagufta,
which had been long in the poiTeflion of the Genoefe.

His mother, to levenge the banimment of her ion, got
the Portuguefe prince poifoned ; and by his death the

minifter returned to court, andreiumed his former au-

thority in that place.
He refumed at the fame time all his pride ; and

whether a third of revenge, or thehaughtinefs of his

temper, was the motive, or elie, as it generally happens
to men of his (lamp, his head was turned with the too

exalted height of his fortune, he kept no meafures with

the widow of the duke of Coimbra. He even ibught

induftrioujly all occafions ofdoing her ill offices with the

queen.
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queen her mother. Theprincefs, enraged at his haughty
and infolent conduct, complained of it to James dc

Lufignan, her baftard brother, who was nominared to

the archbifhoprick of Nicofia, the capital of the illand,

though not yet in holy orders. He was a man that had

abandoned himfelf to ambition, one who never bogg-
led at any crime to gain his ends, naturally dole,
cruel in cold blood, and, wherever his intereft was

concerned, capable of a premeditated afTailination.

This baftard, during the life of the duke of Coim-

bra, whole courage and capacity he feared, never in-

termeddled in public affairs, confining himfelf entirely
to the bufinefs of his character ; but the death of the

Portuguele prince gave new life to his ambition, and
he fancied it not impoffible for him to make his way to

the throne
;
or at lead to get into the miniftry : in or-

der to this it was neceffary to remove the nurfe's foil

from the direction of affairs.

James, under pretence of revenging the infults of-

fered to the princels, ftabb'd him with his own hand.

He was in hopes of fucceeding him in his employment,
but the queen's wrath would not allow him to appear
at court. He fled privately to the houfe of a noble

Venetian, his particular friend, called Mark Comaro,
a rich and powerful man, who had coniiderable pof-
feflions in the ifland ; but not thinking himfelf fafe

enough in that place againft the refentment of an of-

fended queen, he went to Rhodes, and wrote from
thence to the pope to defire a confirmation ofhis digni-

ty of archbifhop.
The queen, who was afraid of his fubtle and crafty

genius, traverled his defigns at Rome. The baftard,
incenled at her oppofition, carried things to the utmoft

lengths, and laying afide all thoughts of the archbifh-

oprick, got together a parcel of banditti, returned in-

to the ifle of Cyprus, arrived at Nicofia, formed a

ftrong party, deftroyed his enemies, and all that could

pretend to the miniftry and government, and feized, in

fpite of the queen, upon the forces and revenue of the

kingdom. That princefi prudently diflcmbled an u-

furpa**
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furpation which fhe was not at that time able to oppofe :

fhe had no remedy left but in a fecond marriage of her

daughter : (he contracted her to Lewis Ton to the duke
of Savoy, who arrived foon after in the ifle of Cyprus
with a fleet and a body of land forces on board : all

the baftard had now to do was to make the bell of his

way out of the ifland, and he fled for refuge to Grand
Cairo and the court of the foldan.

In the mean time the king and queen dying within
a few days of one another, the prince of Savoy and
the princefs his wife were proclaimed king and queen.
of Cyprus, and as fuch were crowned with great fo-

lemnity. The baftard of Lufignan, as foon as he re-

ceived the news, difpatched away one of his creatures

to Conftantinople, to defire Mahomet's intereft with the

foldan : and as ufurpers ftick at nothing, his agent of-

fered in his name to pay the grand feignior the lame
tribute that was paid the Egyptian prince out of Cyprus.
The baftard found means at the fame time by great

prefents to engage the foidan's fon and three of his

principal minifters in his intereft, who did not fail re-

prefenting to him, that if he would grant the investi-

ture of the kingdom to the baftard, he would double

the tribute which his father u(ed to pay in his life-time.

This intrigue, of which kingLewishad notice from
his ambafTadorat Grand Cairo, was the occafion of his

writing immediately to the grand mafter, to defire his

advice and afliftance in fuch an important juncture.
The order had for a long time before been as a protec-
tor to all the princes of the houfe of Lufignan. The
grand mafter, as foon as he received the king's letters,

lent brother John Delphin, commander of NiflTara, to

Grand Cairo, to traverfe the baftard's pretenfions and

intrigues.
This embaflador having an audience of the fultan

vcprefented to him, that the ifle of Cyprus being a feu-

datory of his crown, he was obliged in juftice to fup-

port the lawful rights of the late king's heirs, againft
an ambitious man that was offering to invade them ;

that thefe heirs, as being his vailals, would be exacl

in
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in paying the tribute laid upon the ifland, and obierve

an inviolable fidelity to him, for which the whole order

would freely be refponfible. The embaffador's dexte-

rity,
and fome preients properly diftributed among

thofe barbarians, began to incline them to the jufte'r

fide, when an embalTador arrived from Mahomet, who

reprefented to the foldan, that it was the intereft of all

true Mufulmen to hinder the prince of Savoy, and any
Latin prince whatever, from fettling in the Levant. He
urged further, that he fhould look upon all that fa-

voured them as his enemies ; that in cafe he granted
the inveftiture of Cyprus to a Latin prince, he ought to

be afraid of railing an infurreclion in his own domini-

ons ; and if he was not ftrong enough to drive the

duke of Savoy's fon out of the ifland, he offered him
the afliftance of his own forces, and would even allow

him with pleafure to make ufe of them to clear the ifle

of Rhodes of the knights, who were all Latins by ex-

traction, and irreconcileable enemies to their prophet.
The Egyptian yielded to remonftrances, which had

all the air of a threat, and came from a prince, whole
arms and refentment no body at that time cared to draw

upon himfelf. The inveftiture was granted to the baftard

of Lufignan, and the fultan,tofeLtlehim on the throne,
fent him back with a ftrong army. "With this fuccour

he made himfelf in a little time mafter of the whole

kingdom. The king and queen had now nothing left

but the fortrefs of Cyrene, into which they threw them-
felves for refuge : the baftard immediately inverted and
formed the liege of the place. The Genoefe in this

revolution ftill kept the town of Famagufta, and the

knights maintained themfelves in the caftle of Colos, a

ftrong place which belonged to the order, and made
part of the great commandry of Cyprus.
Queen Charlotte de Lufignan, not rinding her felf

fafe in Cyrene, quitted the ifle of Cyprus, and retired

to that of Rhodes, under the protection of the grand
mafter. The illuftrious family from whence that young
princefs was defcended, her royal dignity, her misfor-

tunes, and above all, that natural empire which beauty

gives,
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gives, made mod of the
knights become her zealousr

partisans;
and it was likewile obferved, that, either out

ofpure generality, or fecret inclination, the command-
er d'AubufToii was particularly devoted to her inrerefts.

The ufurper on his fide, in oider to gain the fuppoit
of the republic of Venice, married afterwards Catha-'

line Cornaro, under the fpeciou:, title of a daughter of
St. Mark. Purfuant to this title, thofe fubile repub-

licans, in order to create themfelves a fort of right o-

ver the iiland, gave young Cornaro a portion of an

hundred thou/and ducats; and the republick engaged,

by a folemn treaty, to protect the new king againft his

enemies, meaning thereby the knights of Rhodes, who
had taken queen Charlotte under their protection.

But the ufurper was not long before he found by expe-

rience, that it is rare to find
fidelity and honour in

treaties that are founded on injuftice. The uncles of

the Venetian lady were fufpecled of having poifoned
the new king, in order to get a fhare in the govern-
ment of the kingdom. 'Tis at lead certain, as we (hall

fee in the fequel, that the republic alone reap'd all the

benefit of thefe feveral ufurpations.

The grand matter in the mean time found himfelf

in a very difficult fituation between Mahomet and the

fultan of Kgypt, who alike threatened Rhodes with a

liege. The fultan too, to have his revenge for the pro- ,

teclion which the order gave the queen of Cyprus, had,

contrary to the law of nations, feized on the embafla-

dor Delphin, and all the merchant (hips of Rhodes

that were trading in Egypt. The wife grand matter,

in order to find how the Turks flood affected, fent a

Greek prelate, Demetrius Nomphylacus by name, to

the porte, to defire a fafe conduct of Mahomet for the

commander de Saconnay, who was impowered to make

him propofals of peace : but he was not heard at that

time. The knights were the more alarmed at it, inas-

much as at the fame time that they were drained both of

money and ammunition, they were yet to defend them-

felves not only againft the Saracens and Turks, but

alio the Venetians, who on fome trifling pretence re-

lating
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Ming to trade, made a defcent in the ifle of Rhodes,

and committed greater ravages and cruelties there than

thofe barbarians had ever done. They returned thither

a^ain a little time afterwards with a fleet of 42 gallie?,

which blocked up the port of Rhodes, and threatened

the town with a fiege.

The occafion of this enterprise arofe from the grand
mailer's having by way of reprifal, and in order to pro-

cure the liberty of his embaiTador and fubjects detain-

ed by the foldan, caufed too Venetian gallies, laden

with merchandize for the accompt of ibme Sarazen

merchants, to be ftopp'd, and had feized at the fame

time a good number of the ibldan's fubjects that were

on board the gallies.
The infidels were made galley

Haves, their merchandize was confiscated ; and as for the

gallies
and the Venetian crew they were difmiffed, and

allowed to purfue their courie : all this was done a-

greeable to the ordinary rules of war, which authorise

the confifcating of a friends moveables that are found

in the fame bottom with thofe of an enemy. But the

republick, which was in Uriel alliance with the Sara-

Bens for the fake of its commerce, demanded in high
terms the restitution of the effects that had been feized;

moll of the young knights, especially the Spanifh,
were for giving no other anfwer to fuch unreasonable

and imperious propofitions, but that of cannon Shot.

The grand mailer however was of a different opinion.
He had received advice, that ifthe order did not readily
releafe the Sarazen prifoners and their merchandize, the

commander of the fleet had private orders to ravage all

the ifles belonging to the order, to cany off the pea-
sants and~ inhabitants of the open country, and then de-

liver them up to the fultan as hoSlages for the Sarazens

that had been feized at Rhodes. "
I don't doubt, with

" the aSTiSlance of your valour, fays the grand mailer
" in full council, but that I mall be able to defend
" this place againSl all the forces of the republick, but
M I cannot prevent their gallies from furprizing our fub-
ei

jects in the open country j and I believe it is more
6< advifeable to give up a few Sarazen*, rather than

Vol. III. B "
expofe
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"
expofe whole families to the clanger of being made

<l flaves to the infidels, and perhaps of being forced
"

by torments to change their religion." The whole
council acquiefced to i'o prudent an ©pinion, the Sara-

cens were delivered up to the Venetian admiral, and

charity prevailed over thejuft refentment of fb crying
an injuftice.

The order, in the midft of fb many enemies with

which it was befet, to make its difficulties ftill greater,
was unhappily diftracted with divifions flowing from
ambition and vanity. The procurators of the languages
of Spain, Italy, England and Germany complained in

a general chapter, that the principal dignities of the

order, and particularly the poll of captain general of
the ifland, was annexed to the languages of France, to

the prejudice of the other nations; and they maintained,
that in a well regulated republick, and in a ftate com-

pofed of the nobility and gentry of all Europe, no di-

ftinclion ought to be made but that offeniority and merit.

The French in anfwer alledged, that the order owed its

foundation entirely to their anceftors ; that if in the fe-

ries of time other nations had been admitted into it,

ftill it was the French alone that adopted them ; that

the other languages ought always to confider them as

their firft parents, and that it would be a great injuftice
now to deprive their fucceffors of thofe marks of ho-

nour which they had acquired or preferved at the expence
of their blood, and as a juft recompence ofthe fervices

which they had done the order.

As to the poft of captain general, the commander
d'AubufTon, who acted in that quality in the abfence of
the marfhal ofthe order, replied, that that pofl belong-
ed folely to the language of Auvergne, of which the

marfhal was the chief ; that after all there was no lan-

guage in the order but had fome particular dignity an-

nexed to it ; and as the French did.not intrude into the

functions of the admiral, the great confervator, the

turcopilier and the grand bailiff, dignities which had a

feat in the council annexed to them, and were appro-

priated to the languages of Italy, Arragon, England
and
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and Germany, it was very furprifing that the knights
of thole languages fhould envy thole of Provence, Au-

vergne and France the pofts of great commander, great

marihal, and great hoipitaller, which had been exer-

ciied by French knights ever fmce the foundation of

the order. Notwithstanding this judicious and modeft

anfwer, the malecontents perfiftedin their pretentions:
but as they were fenftble that their party was not {bong

enough to carry their point, the procurator of the lan-

guage of Arragon threw an appeal drawn up in form

to the holy fee before the grand mailer, and withdrew

with the other procurators out of the chapter in a ie-

ditious manner, and alio went out of the city. The
council was of opinion that they mould be proiecuted j

but the grand mailer being ofa mild temper let this fit it

fire fpend itlelf. Some of the old knights interpofed
for an accommodation, when the warmed of the dis-

contented party came back to the city, without mak-

ing the lead innovation on this head at that time, and

returned to their duty. But the grand matter dying
foon after of the gout in his ftomach, they renewed

their pretentions under the mafterfhip of brother Pe-

ter Raimond Zacosta, caf- „ r> T ,„"
. „ cx? a r, n..,.' 1 Peter Raimond
tellan oriimpolta, a Caitilian by y
birth, and fuccellor to Milly. , r

'Twas impoflib'Ie for them to ter-
if

minate this great affair, but by creating anew language
in favour of the Caftilians and Portugueie, who were le-

vered from the Arragoneie, Navarrele and Catalans.

They annexed the dignity of great chancellor to this

new language, ib that by this augmentation there were
afterwards eight languages in the order.

We have feen a little before, that Mahomet, impa-
tient to fall upon the ilie of Rhodes, had refufed to

grant a fafe conduct to the commander de Saconny,
who had a commirhon from the grand mailer de Milly
to treat of a peace between the order and the port.
We mud obferve further, that the caufeof liich an harm
refufal aroie from the order's refolution not to hear the

leaft mention of a tribute ; other defigns, and of a much
B 2 greater
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greater importance, made Mahomet difTemble lb refo-

lute a refufal, ib that they were not a little afloniftied

to fee the fafe conduct brought to Rhodes at a time

when they lead expected it. The furprife ofthe knights
wTas the greater, becaufe that prince was then making
extraordinary preparations by lea and land, which
made them fufpecl that he talked to them ofpeace only
to lull them afleep and amuie them by means of a trea-

ty which he was going to break.

The grand mailer, without difcovering his jufl dif-

fidence, and in order to pierce into the defigns of the

infidels, lent brother William Marefchal, commander of

Villefranche, to Conflantinople, accompanied by two
Greeks of the ifle of Rhodes, the one Arrogentille, and

the other Conflance Collace. The negotiation was not

fpun.out to any length ; there was no mention made at

all of tribute, or at lead the minifters of the port did not

much infill on that article. Mahomet, who did not

care to be interrupted in his projects by the diverfions

ufually made by the knights, figned a truce for two

years, and the embaffador returnecho Rhodes without

being: able to difcover on what fide the fultan would

turn his arms. They were as ignorant of it at the

porte, even the very favourites of that prince'; and the

cadilefcher, or lord chief juflice of Conflantinople, fee-

ing the campaign ready to open, and having had the

boldnefs to ask him where the florm would fall,
" If

li one hair of my beard, fays Mahomet to him in a
li

paflion, knew my fecret, I would tear it out this
<( moment and throw it in the fire :" an anfwer which

that minifler could not apply without putting himfelf

into a terrible fright. At lafl the fecret of this cam-

paign, which kept Europe and Alia in fufpence, de-

clared itfelf ; the Turks entered Penderacia, called an-

tiently Paphlagonia, and feized on Sinople and Cafta-

mone, two of the moll confiderable towns in the pro-

vince, and which, though fubjeel to a Mahometan

prince, ferved for a barrier to the imperial city of Tre-

bi/bnd, fubjec! to a chriflian prince. 'Twas this ca-

pital that Mahomet aimed at. That prince, who ever

weighed his affairs, always extended his conquefls gra-

dually,
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dually, advancing from one territory to the next ad*

joining : and having iecured himfclf on the fide of the

Perfians by a treaty of peace with Uluin CafTan, he

marched ftra ght to Trebiibnd, and inverted it at the

fame time both by fea and land.

This city is fituated upon theBlackfea,and was for-

merly part of the ancient Colchis. In the revolution

which happened at Conftantinopie, when the pfeudo-

emperor Alexis Comnenus loft his life, prince Ifaac of

the lame houie fled for refuge to Trebiibnd: he made
it the capital of a new empire, or rather, according to

the genius of the Greeks, who after gave pompous
names to trilling places, he gave the mining title of

empire to a ftate that confifted only of two or three

little provinces. His fucceflbrs maintained themfelves

with tranquillity enough in that place, till the reign of

another Alexis, who lived in the time of Amurath II.

The fons of that Greek prince, impatient of fuceeding,

him, rebelled, took up arms againft the emperor their

father, and at lad againft one another; and the old

emperor loft his life in thele civil wars. John, one of

thele unnatural princes, was at laft left fole mafter of

the empire, reaped the fruit of his numberlefs crimes-

,

and was proclaimed emperor. But he did not long

enjoy this dignity, for death bereaved him of the

crown, the objecl of his ambition. David Comnenus
the youngeft of his brothers, was appointed regent and

tutor to a young prince whom he left an infant, fcarce

entered into the fourth year of his age. The tutor,

who was as perfidious as his brothers, deprived his ne-

phew and his pupil of his life and crown. He after*

wards married a princefs of the houfe of the Cantacu-

zeni, called Helena, by whom he had eight fons and
two daughters. He beheld thele children with plea-

fure, as the fupport of the throne he had ufurped ; but

the divine juftice, which often in this life makes ufur-

pers feel the weight of its avenging hand, raifed up Ma-

homet, who, at the head of two formidable armies,
came to befiege him in his capital both by fea and land.

The fiege lafted thirty days. The Greek prince, fear-

B 3 ing
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ing the place would be taken by ftorm, entered into

a negotiation, and contented to deliver up the empire
and his capital to Mahomet, on condition of receiving
another province in exchange. The fultan agreed to

it; the gates of Trebifond were opened to him, he

put a
garrifort in it, and in the other places that be-

longed to Comnenus. This prince followed him to

Conilaminople ; butinftead of executing the treaty, he

left him only the choice of either dying or

146 i. renouncing his religion. The Greek emperor,

fummoning up his old religious ientiments,
which ambition had ftifled in him, preferred death to

apoftacy : (even of his male children, in imitation of
their father, choie rather to lofe their lives than em-
brace the Mahometan religion. The infancy of the laft,

who was not three years old, exempted him from mar-

tyrdom. Happy if the bloody fultan had not made
him afterwards a renegado!
Not that this prince was any way afFecled with the

merit ofmaking profelytes ;
his fhameful indifference

for all religions is well enough known ; but having
taken up the barbarous refolution to let no Chriftian

prince live, whole dominions he had conquered, he

made ufe of that pretext to get rid of them j and if he

found any of them weak enough to be overcome by his

threats, he foon found another pretence to make them

away: and befides, this change of religion made them
fo odious and contemptible to the Chriftians their old

fubjectfi,
that they had much rather be fubjecT: to a na-

tural Mufulman, than to a deferter and an apoftate.

Whilst the fultan was employed in the'e wars, the

grand matter, confidering the great ufe that a new fort

would be of for the defence of the city and port of

Rhodes, caufed one to be built during the truce, upon
fome rocks that ran out a good way into the tea, fpar-

ingfor nothing to make the work iubftantial. Philip
duke of Burgundy, whom he acquainted with his de-

lign, furnifhed him with 12000 crowns of gold to-

wards it. The knights, by way of acknowledgment,

put his coat of arms on the fides of this fortrels, which
was
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was called the tower of St. Nicholas, from a chapel

dedicated to that Saint, which was enclofcd within the

circuit of the fort.

Though there was at that time a fort of truce be-

tween the fultan and the knights, yet that prince's vef-

fels and fome Turkifh cor/airs, whenever they found a

favourable opportunity, made delcents upon the ifles of

the order, and carried off all the inhabitants of them

that they could furprife. The grand matter lent com-

plaints of it to the grand feignior, but his ambaflfador

not being heard, the knights, by way of reprifal, fell

upon the coafts of Turky. Mahomet, the haughtiefl

prince on earth, could not bear that the knights mould

dare to treat with him on a foot of equality. He fell in*

to a rage at the bare name of repriials. To be reven-

ged, he refbived to drive the knights out of Rhodes and

out of all Afia ; but before he engaged in that war, he

thought proper to begin with the conqueit of Lesbos,
and ibme other ifknds of the archipelago, from whence
the order might draw any fuccour.

Lesbos is an ifland fltuated in the eaflern part of

the /Egean fea ; a Greek prince of the houfe of Gat-

tilufio was then in pofTeffion, and claimed the fbve-

reignty of it. Mahomet palled into the ifle with the

troops he had appointed for this conqueft, and imme-

diately befieged Mitylene, the capital of the ifland.

The pretext that he made ufe of for this war was, that

the prince of Lesbos allowed the liberty of his ports to

the knights of Rhodes, and to the Genoeie and Catalan

privateers that difturbed the navigation, and deftroyed
the commerce of the Tui ks.

Th e
gi and mailer, who was in a ftricl alliance with

the prince of Lesbos, immediately lent him a confider-

able body of knights, who threw themfelves into the

place. He left the defence of it to them, and to the

Genoeie and Catalan privateers that were in the port.
Lucio Gatiilufio his coufm (hared the government and
defence of the place with the archbifhop of Mitylene,
whilil that petty ibvereign, a prince ofno very warlike

conftitution, and greatly averfe to dangers, fhut up, or

rather
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rather hid himfelf in the caftle, as in the ftrongefl

place, and that which was leaft expoied. The befieg-

ers, as well as the befieged, in the attack and defence

of the place, gave the moil fignal proofs of their cou-

rage. The Turks, who had been ufed to pafs from

one conqueft to another, could not bear to have a pet-

ty prince prefuming to Hop the progreis of the arms of

their invincible emperor. They marched defperately

on to all the attacks, and great numbers of them loft

their lives. Mahomet here found by experience the

difference there was between a knight of Rhodes and a

Turkifh foldier. The knights did not give him a mo-

ment's reft ;
and by the torrents of blood which they

made ftream down in all their {allies, they made the

vifier, who commanded at the fiege under Mahomet, ar

fraid, left that prince, who was exceeding brave, and

who often expofed his perfon, fhould lofe his own life

before the place.
As nothing was dearer to the gene-

ral than his mafter's prefervation, the prudent minifter

engaged him, under colour ofgiving his orders for new

fuccours, to pafs back again to the continent, whither

he fent him every day an exact relation of what palled

at the fiege.

The vigorous refiftance of the knights and the

Chriftian privateers not giving him room to flatter him-

felf with a fpeedy fuccefs, he had recourfe to bribery,

in which he fucceeded better than by his arms. He

applied himfelf to the governor of the town, who was

of the fame name and family as the prince, and promif-

ed him, in Mahomet's name, to leave him the sove-

reignty of the ifland, if he would facilitate the taking

of Mitylene,
and engage never to fuffer any knights or

Chriftian privateers
in the ports of the ifland.

Lucio Gattilusio could not pcffibiy be igno-

rant that Mahomet owed moft of his conquefts entirely

to the pledging of his faith, and that he fcarce ever

keot it ; but the weak Greek, dazzled with the luftre

of a crown, let himfelf be feduced by the vifier's fpe-

cious promiics. In confequence of which, the traitor

opened to him a gate which he was appointed to de-

fend ;
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lend ; the Turks entered in at it in crouds, and maf-

facred the knights, who, though defertcd by the

Greeks, died all with their weapons in their hands : le-

veral privateers met with a like fate ; others, in hopes
of life which was promifed them, furrendcred them-

ielves prifbners. The traitor, in the midfr. of the tu-

mult, ran to the cattle, and with an affected terror, re-

prefented to the prince that he was going to be taken

by (lorm, if he did not prevent it by a capitulation ;

and the weak prince of Lesbos committed the whole

management of that affair into his hands. Mahomet,
who was not far off, haftened upon the advice he re-

ceived from the vifier to reap the glory and benefit of

his negotiation : the treaty was agreed on j he pro-
mifed the prince other lands in Greece in exchange for

his ifland ; and it was ftipulated, that he fnould come

to Conftantinople to treat about this exchange. The

prince of Lesbos repaired thither with his kinfman,
whole treachery he was not aware of.

Mahomet treated them exaclly as he had done

the emperor of Trebifond. As a preliminary to the

negotiation, he left them only the choice of changing
their religion, or of fuffering immediate death. The
two Gattilufios were bale and cowardly enough to ab-

jure the faith. They flattered themfelves at leafl with

the hopes of having preferved their lives by their apc-

ftacy ; but Mahomet looked out for fome other pre-

text to get lid of them. That prince, whofe barba-

rous politicks made him put every body to death that

had any juft claim to the countries he had conquered,
took advantage of the two GattilunVs walking abroad,

charged it upon them as done with a defign to make
their efcape, and get out of his dominions without his

leave, and thereupon ordered them both to be behead-

ed. He was dill more cruel in his treatment of the

Chriftian privateers that had defended Mitylene, and

furrendered to the infidels upon the vifier's afTuring
them that their lives mould be faved. The fultan, not-

withstanding his vifier's promife, and to intimidate

their companions, cauled them to be feized, and after-

wards
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wards fawed in two, and ordered their limbs to be ex-

pofed to dogs and other voracious animals.

The grand mafter looked upon thefe cruel executi-,

ons as forerunners of a war which Mahomet would carry
on the next campaign in the iile of Rhodes. And in

order to prepare himfelf for it, he lent a general fum-
mons into Europe, directed to all the knights, with par-
ticular orders to the receivers to repair to Rhodes to af-

fift at a chapter which he had called, and to bring
thither the annates and refponfions, for which they
were accountable to the common treafury.
Those officers, purfuant to thefe orders of their fu-

perior, prelTed feveral commanders to fatisfy and dis-

charge what they owed j but the greateft part ofthem,

efpecially thofe of Italy and Arragon, endeavoured by
various pretences to elude the payment of what was lb

juftly required ofthem. Some pretended that they were
taxed at an exceflive rate j others complained of the

grand mafter as an old man that was continually terri-

fied at the lead motions of Mahomet, and under the

notion of an imaginary war, was always harafling them
with long and tedious vo}

r

ages, and inventing one pre-
tence or other to drain them by exorbitant taxes which
he laid upon them. Thefe complaints were laid be-

fore pope Paul II. and feconded by the king of Naples
and Arragon, and by the doge of Venice.

The king of Arragon in particular prefled the fb-

verign pontiff to fummon him to Rome to anfwer for

his con duel. Here follows the motive of that prince's

animofity : the grand mafter dill keeping in his hands

the caftellany of Empofta, which he enjoyed when he
came to the mafterfhip, had demanded of that prince
to give back feveral manors which had belonged for-

merly to that great commandry, and which the king
had feized on by a right of convenience. All thefe

princes, actuated by different motives, prevailed with

the pope to order the general chapter which was furn-

moned to Rhodes to be held at Rome. This was a

kind of furrendring up the grand mafter to his enemies;

and what was worie, by this new citation and change
in
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in affairs, they expofed the ifle of Rhodes to the enter-

priles ofMahomet . The grand mailer might have made
ufe offojufta realbn to excufe himfelffrom the voyage,
and could have alledged the necefllty he was under of

defending in perfon the dominions, the fbvcreignty
ofwhich the order had intruded him with : but the ve-

nerable old man, eager to prove his innocence on ib

public a theatre as the court of Rome, repaired thither

immediately, and the chapter was opened foon after.

The grand mafter, who had the oldeft commanders
and beft good men of the order appearing in his favour,
foon convinced the pope, that the complaints brought
him had no manner offoundation,but wereowingonly to

the libertinilin offome profligate knights, who, though
they had great eftates, did not yet find them fufficient

to fupport their excemve luxury : and to (hew his dif-

intereftednefs, and take away from the king of Arra-

gon all fubjecl of complaint, he at the fame time made
a resignation of the caftellany of Empofta to the order
and chapter, having kept it in his hands after his electi-

on to the grand mafter-fhip, with the view only of en-

abling him to go on with building the fortrels of St.

Nicholas.

Such teftimonies of his difintereftednefs covered his

enemies with confufion. The pope himfelfwas afham-
ed of having liftened to them, and fufFering himfelf to

be impofed opon by them ; and in order to repair the

injury he had done the grand mafter, gave him the

higheft teftimonies of his efteem in private, and affect-

ed to diftinguifh him in publick by all the marks of re-

fpecl that were fb juftlydue to his merit, and the rank
he held among Chriftian princes. The chapter made
alfo feveral fevere regulations againft the difobedient,
which were approved by the holy fee. The grand ma-
iler was preparing to carry them himfelf to Rhodes,
when apleurify, that leizedhim at Rome, put an end to

his life; the common opinion being, that the uneafinefs

and fatigueswhich the wicked religious occafioned him,
had haftened his end. The pope caufed him to be bu-

rkd in the church of St. Peter, and omitted no kind

of
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of pious magnificence that was proper to adorn his fu-

neral obfequies ; and by a decree of the chapter they
obferved in the epitaph of this grand mafter, that he
was equally diftinguifhed by his piety, his charity and
his capacity for the arts ofgovernment.
The general chapter then proceeded to a new electi-

on : the votes were divided between brother Raimond
Ricard of the language of Provence,

John Bapt. grand prior of St. Giles, and brother

Ursini. John Baftista Ursini prior of
, Rome, and of fo illuftrious a family,

4 *' that his very name, abftra&ed from his

perfonal merit and qualities, might alone ferve for a

title, and procure him a preference to any competitor.
Yet he carried it by one voice only : a circumftance

which may make one prefume, thai" the plurality of

votes would hardly have been on his fide in any other

place but Rome.
The new grand mailer, taking leave of the pope,

made all the hade he could to Rhodes, where Ma-
homet's ambition and forces made them always appre-
henlive of f'ome furprife. He fent a particular iiimmons

to thebraveft and mod experienced knights of each lan-

guage to repair thither. Nor was it long before there

arrived brother Bertrand de Cluys grand prior ofFrance ;

brother John de Bourbon commander of Boncourt ;

brother John de Sailly commander of FiefFes ; brother

John Wulner commander of Oifon ; and brother Pe-

ter d'AubufTon, one of the greateft captains of the or-

der, and particularly verfed in that branch of military
skill that relates to fortifications, on which account the

grand mafter made him furveyor of thole of the ifland.

'Twas by his advice and direction that they made the

town ditches deeper and wider, and railed a wall fix

hundred foot Jong, thirty fix broad, and fix thick, on
that fide that lay towards the fea.

This precaution was the more neceflary, inaimuch

as they were afterwards informed the fultan would have

opened the campaign with the (lege of Rhodes, if he had

not been detained at Conftantinople by a dangerous ill-

nefs.
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nefs. And the plague breaking out at the fame time in

that capital of the Turkifh empire, he was obliged to

put off that enterprise for lbmetime. However, not to

allow the knights any refpite, he put to fea thirty gal-

lies with a body of foot on board, giving the com-

mander orders to make deicents In the weakeft places

of the ifland, to carry off the inhabitants, and deftroy all

before him with fire and fword. . The grand mafter

having advice of this armament, defeated the deiign of

it by his prudent conduct and the valour of the knights.
There were then feveral caftles in the ifland, fituated

at certain diftances from one another, which in time

of war ferved for a retreat to the inhabitants of the

country. Among thele ftrong places were the caftles

of Lindo, Feracle, Villeneuve, Catauda, Archangel
and Tiranda. The peaiimts had orders to retire thither

with their cattle ; and the knights dividing themfelves

into different bodies of cavalry, and fuffering the Turks
to land, fell upon fuch as advanced into the country,
killed a great number of them, took feveral prifoners,
and forced the reft to fly for their lives and get on
board their fleet.

Mahomet, whofe whole life was akind of continu-
al campaign, provoked at this defeat, gave out ftrict or-

ders immediately for the making a new armament by fea

and land. They made no queftion but thele extraor-

dinary preparations were deligned either againft the

jfle of Rhodes or that of Negrepont, which was then

IhbjecT: to the Venetians. In this uncertainty, thofe

politick republicans, in order to make their advantage
of the afiiftance of 'he order, lent embaffadors to the

grand mafter and council, to propoie a league with

them, both offenfive and defenfive,againft their common
enemy. Nothing in outward appearance could be more
convenient for both

;
but when they came to examine

into the conditions of the treaty, the knights were

ftrangely furprifed to find the Venetians demanded as a

preliminary, that the order ihould put itfelf under the

protection of their republick, and fubmit to a depen-
dence on it, and fliould for the future undertake no-
Vol;III. C thing
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thing without their orders. The grand mafter rejected
the project of a league with a juft indignation, which,
under the name of an alliance, would have reduced the

order into a ftate of downright vaffalage : and if this

particular had not been cxprefly mentioned by feme

celebrated hiftorians,fone could hardly imagine, that fo

wife a body as the fenate of Venice could have been

capable of making fo odious a propofal, to an order

compoied of the mod iliuftrious and valiant nobility

and gentry ofChriftendom, which by its {ingle forces

had lb Jong made head againft thofe of the Sarazens

and Turks. But tho' this particular league proved in-

effectual, yet as foon as they had heard at Rhodes, that

Mahomet's troops had inverted the ifle and town of

Negrepont, the grand mafter, in a fenfe of what his

proreflion obliged him to, viz. to defend all the domi-

nions of Chriftian princes, lent immediately afquadron
of gallies well provided to the fuccour of the Venetians.

The chevalier de Cardonne commanded this fquadron,
and the commander d'Aubuflbn, greatly skilled in the

attack and defence of any rtrong hold, was put at the

head of a body of brave knights, who had orders to

try to land in the ifland, and throw themfelves into

the town which was belieged.
The hie of Negrepont was antieritly called Eubaea.

It is abut three hundred andiixty miles in circumference;
its greateft breadth is forty, and its leaft twenty miles:

and it has a communication with the main land of
Bceotia by a bridge over the Euripus. The capital of
it was called Calchis by the Athenians , but it has fince

taken the general name of the ifland. John Bondumi-
ero and Lewis Calbo his lieutenant, both noble Vene-

tians, commanded in it for the republic ; and PaulEr-

rizo, another noble Venetian, who had
jurt before

exercifed the office of proveditor there, feeing the ene-

my draw near to befiege it, generoufly refolved to ftay
in the place, though the time of his ferviee was expir-
ed. Mahomet, before he attacked the ifle of Rhodes,
refolved to reduce that of Negrepont from whence the

knights might otherwifc obtain fuccours.

This
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Tins warlike prince, followed by an army 1470.
of an hundred and twenty thou (and men,
arrived on the bank of the Euripus, which he eroded

on a budge of boats that he caufed to be built ;

at the fame"time that his fleet, confiding of three hund-

red fail, and commanded by the Vifier Machmut, was

advancing forwards. There were three principal at-

tacks in the (lege, in which the Turks at firft' loft a

great number of men : but a traitor dilcovering a place
of the walls which they had overlooked, the fortificati-

ons of which were old and ruinous, they played upon
it with their artillery, and beat down a great pannel of

the wall. The befieged lent advice of the danger they
were in to general Canale who commanded the fleet of

the republick. The galiies of the order had joined it.

The Chriilian fleet came up immediately in fight of the

enemy. They had the wind and current on their fide,

and had refolved in a council of war to attack the

bridge over the Euripus, in order to cut offthe commu-
nication which the Turks had with the main Ian J, and

thereby deprive them of the convoys which they re-

ceived from thence. All the fleet was eager for an en-

gagement, and demanded it with great fliouts ; and par-

ticularly the knights de Cardone and d'Aubuflon pref-
ixed Canal e to advance. But that admiral calling his

eyes by chance on his only fon, who looked frighted
at the danger, after reflecting for lbme time whether he

(hould engage the enemy or retreat, at laif fhamefully
tacked about, failed away from the infidels, and aban-

doned the befieged, who were then left without any
hopes of fuccour.

The fultan took advantage of their confirmation :

his troops mounted the next day to the affault, and
ftormedthat part of the wall that his artillery had beat-

en down. They did not enter however, till after a

gallant defence had been made over the bodies of Bon-

dumiero, Calbo, and the principal officers of the gar-

rifon, who died bravely on the breach.

The provedkorErizzo diiputed every inch ofground,

making a (land at every intrenchment thrown up in the

C 2 -ftreets ;
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ftreets; but feeing himfelf forced on all fides, he made
his way to the caftle, where he held out for fome time
with great bravery : but at laft wanting provifions and

ammunition, and moil of his foldiers beins wounded,
he was forced to capitulate. He would not however
deliver up the caftle till he. had the Sultan's exprefs
word for the fecurity of his life. That prince fwore

by his own head, that Erizzo's mould not be touched ;

but when he had him in his power, he ordered him to be
fawed in two ; and mixing raillery with cruelty, and'

meanly playing with a deceitful and ambiguous oath,
he faid, that he had indeed given Erizzo alfurance for

his head, but that he had never meant to fpare his

iides.

That gallant Venetian had with him AnneErizzo
his daughter, a young lady of furprizing beauty. Her

father, fearing fhe would be afterwards expofed to the

brutiih lu ft of the foldiers, bep-yed of the executioners

to put her to death before they diipatched him ; but

they replied, that fhe was referved for the fultan's

pleafures. They led her to that prince, who was
charmed with her beauty, and offered her both his

heart and his empire. The difcreetlady anfwered, with

a modeft intrepidity, that fhe was a Chriftian and a

-virgin, and that fhe did not fo much fear death as fhe

abhorred the debauchery of his feraglio, and the poifon-
ous flattery of his promises. Mahomet tried all ways
tofeduce her, but in vain. They prefented her with fine

cloaths and jewels in his name, but fhe refufed them
with a noble difdain. Mahomet, naturally more proud
than fenfual, enraged at her refufal, changed his love

into hatred, and in one of his furious fits cut oif her

head with his fcymetar at one blow ; thus fulfilling

the wifhes of that heroine, who by the facrifice of a

fhort tranfltory life, and a frail beauty, acquired im-

mortal glory and felicity.

'Twould be a difficult task to defcribe the cruel-

ties exercifcd at the taking of Negrepoht. The ifland

was foon covered over with flaughter and horror ; the

Turkifh foldiers, following the example, and acYing
under
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under the eyes of their fovereign, valued thcmfelves

for their fury and extravagance. They were particular-

ly careful not to give any quarter to the Latin Chrifti-

ans ; and the fultan, enraged that he had found the

gallics
of the order in the Venetian fleet, fent to Rhodes

to denounce mortal war againft them, (wearing that he

would kill the grand matter with his own hand, and

deftroy all the knights that came within his power.
These menaces did not deter the order from con-

tinuing their generous fuccouis to the Venetians, The
fleet of that republick was at that time commanded by
the famous Mocenigo, who was placed in the room of

the cowardly Canale. The gallies of the order having

joined him, they failed by concert to befiege Attalia,

a famous town on the coaftof Pamphilia, called at pre-

sent Satalia. The proveditor Sorano was itn nediately

ordered to break the'ehain that (hut up the port, which

he executed with great courage and tuccefs. The
Chriftian fleet entered the harbour, and afterwards

lacked the fuburbs of the two enclofures with which

the town was fortified. They carried the firft; but the

walls of the iecond being too high for the ladders

which they had prepared to (bale them, and the gene-
ral of the gallies

of the order with feveral brave knights

being killed in the attack, the Venetian general gave
it over, notwithstanding the cries of an old Chriftian

woman, a flave in Satalia, who called out to the

Christians from the wall, and told them the fmall num-
ber and weaknefs of the befieged. They fay that (he

was feized with fo much grief at hearing the retreat

founded, that (he threw herfelf head-long from the top
of the rampart into the ditch, whence the Venetians

took_her, bruifed to pieces with her fall, and gave her

decent interment.

The Chfiftlans after this repulfe went to wreck their

anger upon the open country; and after the ullial wafte

and haveck made in an enemy's territories, came to an
anchor at Rhodes. There they found an embaftador
of Uium-CaiTan, king of Perfia, called Azimamet,

C 3 who,
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who,befideshis fervants,was accompanied with above
an hundred Perfian gentlemen.

I'?7 order to have a
jufl: notion of the negotiation on

which he was fent to the grand mafter and other Chri-
ftian princes, who were enemies to Mahomet, we mud
obferve, that after the lofs of Negrepont, the Veneti-
ans had formed a ftrong league againft the Turk, in-

to which pope Paul II. had entered, together with the

king of Arragon, Ferdinand King of Naples, the or-

der of St. John of Jerufalem, and the republick of
Florence. Befides thefe fuccours, the Venetians, in the

view of railing up enemies againft the fultan on every
fide, had fent an embaffador, Catherini Zeno by name,
iiHoPerfia,to follicite Ufum-Cafian to make a diverfion

that might be ftrong enough to (lop the arms of an

ambitious prince, who threatned to enflave all the eaft.

There was no need oT making that prince fenfible of

his own interefts, and he had for a long time been uneafy
at the conquefts of Mahomet. We have faid that he had

already made a league with feveral chriftian princes a-

gainft the Turk ; but the fatal difcords of the confede-

rates, and the impetuofity of Mahomet, had till then

always defeated the benefit of thofe pompous alliances,

which were more fhewy than fblid. However, he

readily hearkened to the propofals made him by the

Venetian embaflador.

Assun Cassan, or Uzun-Hafran, i. e. Uzun the

Jong, fo called from his great {feature, was the fixth

prince of the Turcomans, of the dynafty ofAkconjon-
lu, or of the white fheep. He began his conquefls
with ufurping the dominions ofhis brother Gehanghir
whom he difpatched, and the fame year feized upon
thofe of Gehanfchah, a prince of the dynafty of the

black flieep, whom he-put to death with all his fami-

ly : nor did he give better quarter to Aboufaid, grand-
ion to Tamerlane, from whom he took all Perfia.

Though this prince was a profefTed Mufulman,

yet whether he had difcovered the impofture of that,

or that the intereft of his kingdom was his firft principle
of
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of religion, he made no fcruple to enter into an alliance

with the princes
of Chriftendom. He fent his miniftcr

only to view the forces of his allies. The embafTador

was received by the grand mafter with all the honours

and magnificence
due to his character. They loaded

him with civilities and prefents. The Perfian gentry
that attended him, were every day entertained by the

principal knights of the order ; and to give him a good

opinion of the forces of the league, they (hewed him
their naval and land forces one after another, drawn

up in order of battle, and their manner of fighting in a

real engagement.
Azimamet, in an audience which he had of the

grand matter and the principal captains of the league,
told them, that the king his mafter had taken from Ma-
homet the ftrong place ofTorata in the IefTer Armenia ;

that he was preparing to carry on his conquefts ; that

the Perftans were indeed invincible by their
cavalry,

which were the beft in the world ; that he did not

want either men, or horfes, or lances,- or fabres ;

but that the ufe of fire arms was altogether unknown
in his country, and that the king his mafter had tent

him with orders to defire the Chriftian princes to lend

him fome skilful founders and able gunners to ferve

him againft the Turks. This was prcmifed him ; and
the grand mafter fending a fijuadron of galiies to ef-

cort him, he was conducted to Venice, where the trea-

ty was concluded ; and at his return, the (enate lent

an hundred officers of
artillery, as alfo feveral excel-

lent founders and gunfmiths along with him, who af-

terwards fupplied the Perfian armies with a compleat
train of artillery,

and an infinite number of harquebuf
1

fes or hand-guns.
'Twas icarce pcfiible for Co pompous an emba/Ty to

be concealed from Mahomet. This prince focn gueC-
fed at the motives of it ; and in order to make the ne-

gotiation mi (carry, he
dilpatched an embaflador to the

king of Perfia, who was ordered to reprefent to him
what a blemifh it would be to his honour, to make an
alliance "with infidels againft a prince of his own religi-

on.
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on. But the Perfian, who was no: to be caught with
fuch Temples, paid but little regard to Mahomet'*, re-

proaches ; but finding his intereit in the league, per-
illed in it with vigour, nor could even ill fucceis dif-

engage him from it. Mahomet, exafperated at the fix-

ed reiblution of that prince, declared war againft him,
.and went in peribn at the head of an army, of iooooo
men to attack him in the heart of his dominions.

Before he fet out from Conilantinople he left

princeZizim, the youngeft of his fons, in that city, with

a good council, to take care of the government, but as

he pafTed through Amafia, took Bajazet, a brother of

that young prince, along with him
j and Muilapha,

the elded of them all, who commanded on the fron-

tiers of Caramania, came to join him with the troops
of his government." This young prince had the year
before routed an army of UfTun-CafTan in a pitched
battle. Mahomet, to improve this victory, and take

advantage of the confternation of the Peiilans, advanc-

ed as far as the banks of the Euphrates. His defign was

to pafs that river, and advance forward intoPerfia; but

he faw Uflun-CaiTan on the other fide, who, attended

by the three, princes his fons, and at the head of a great

body of cavalry, confitYmg of 400CO horfe, was ready
to difpute the pafTage of it. Never was a more glori-

ous ftrife feen between two royal houfes. The Eu-

phrates, oppofite to the place where the two armies

were polled,
divided itfelf into feveral branches j fome

of them were fordable. The Turks throw themfelves

into the river to get to them, but the continual march

of hories putting the fand in motion, the ford is turn-

ed into a whirlpool that iwallows up every thing. To
make the misfortune Hill greater, fuch as can get near

the banks of the river find them cut fleep and (helving

by the precaution
of the king of Perfia ; fo that fpent

with fatigue,
and finding no lure footing on the quick-

fands to fight on, they lie expofed as a mark to the

Perfian arrows, without being able to revenge their

deaths. A great many are drowned, and others are

carried away with the dreams. Above 12 coo men

perifhed
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perifhed in this enterprize ; and the furious Mahomet,

raging at his ill fliccefs, is at laft forced to found a re-

treat.

As the Perfians had carried off all the proviflons and

forage of thole quarters, the Turks were obliged to

make the belt of their way to their own frontiers. The
Perfian had done enough for glory, and could he have

been content with this advantage, nothing had been

wanting to compleat it. But perfuaded by the daring
counfels of the young princes his fbns, he paffcd the

Euphrates, and purfued his enemy, whom he found

ftrongly entrenched. They foon came to an engage-

ment, both armies clofe together, and the prince has as

much his fhare in the battle as the foldier. Victory

changed (ides more than once ; but Muftapha, Maho-
met's eldeft ion, at laft fixed it on that of the fultan.

'He routed a great body of Perfians commanded by
prince Zeinel, Uflun-Caflan's fon, who was killed at

the fame time. Whiift Muftapha was purfuing the

run-aways, he fent the Perfian prince's head to Maho-

met, as an earned of the victory, which after the death

of Zeinel, declared itfelf ablblutely againft the Perfi-

ans : their whole army was diiperfed, and fled for life

to the neighbouring mountains. In the midft of Ma-
homet's joy for his glorious fuccefs, news was brought
him that they did not know what was become of

prince Muftapha. The fultan on this occafion felt all

the tender emotions of a father, and was curling the

fatal victory, when the fhouts of the foldiers gave him
notice a little after of the young prince's return. In the

fiift transports of his joy he runs with eagernefs to meet

him, and embraces him tenderly, covered over as he
was with blood and duft. He would even prelent him
with a cup of forbec with his own hand; but Mufta-

pha found by agreeable experience on this occafion,
that of all refrefhments, none is more proper to wipe
off the fweat and fatigues of a battle than a victory juft

gained.
Yet this young prince, the partner of the fatigues t

and glory of hh
d father, the lupport of the throne,

and
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and the hopes of his fubjects, in the midfl: of all his

triumphs, was within a year afterwards {truck as it"

Were with a clap of thunder. Achmet Geduc, one of

the principal bafhas of the portc, had a wifcof extra-

ordinary beauty. The young fultan had the misfor-

tune to meet her as (he was going to the bath; and not-

withilanding the fevere injunction laid on the women
of that nation of never appearing in public but in veils,

{he yet could not refill the lecret pleafure of letting him
have a glimpfe of her face, in order to difcover how
amiable me was. Se let fall a corner of her veil, but

took it up again immediately ; and (hewed herfelf with

that referved air, only to make herfelf be viewed with

more ciuiofity. The courtiers, a fcrvile fet of men,
did not fail to applaud the criminal deflres of the young
prince, who fancied himfelf above all laws, after hav-

ing performed fo many great actions in war. He follows

her to the bath, makes his way in fpite of the guards
into a place forbidden to men ; furprizes her in a cir-

cumftance not over decent ; and hurried away by his

paflion, obtains favours, in which perhaps he did not

meet with much redftance. Achmet is loon informed

of it, and enraged at the infult, runs to the feraglio,

throws himfelf at Mahomet's feet, tears his beard, his

veil: and turbant, and by his cries and tears gives the

fultan to underftand his wife's, or rather his own mil-

fortune. Mahomet began already to be uneafy at the

proud and haughty temper of his ton; however, not to

degrade himfelf fo much as to blame this outrage be-

fore one of his fubjects, he dhTembles his lefentment,

and looking upon the bafha with an air of contempt,
" Are not, fays he to him, thy wife and thee, both
"
my flaves, and too much honoured with contribut-

"
ing to the fatisfaction of my children ?" He dif-

miiTed him with this rough anfwer, but fent at the

fame time for Muftapha, and with that air, at which the

greateft of his court would tremble, made him the moft

cruel reproaches, bid him be gone from his prcfence ;

and hearing that the young prince exprell the utmost

indignation at his going out of the feraglio,
and mur-
mured
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mured at fo harfti a treatment, lie lent orders three

days after to have him ftranglcd. Notwithstanding
there was an interval of two years between thefe feve-

ral incidents, I have neverthelefs related them together,

by reaibn of the connexion there is between them, and

for the convenience of the reader.

The order of time fhould make us refume the nar-

ration in that part which relates to the league between

the Perfian monarch and the grand matter, and the o-

ther Chriftian princes ; but as that affair does not come

directly within the fubject of our hiftory, we mail on-

ly obierve, that the war between the two mighty prin-

ces, who dilputed for the empire of Afia, lalted for fe-

veral years, and fufpended the enterprize that Maho-
met had formed againft Rhodes. The grand mafter,

during this interval, renewed his precautions for the

prefervation of the place and the whole ifland. By his

orders, with the concurrence of the council, lome an-

cient knights were lent to viiit all the places and ifles

that belonged to the order. 'Twas at this time that

he held a general chapter at Rhodes, which is the fur-

eft refource for the maintenance or re-eftablifhment of

the regular difcipline. 'Twas in thefe numerous af-

femblies that proper meafures were taken, and that

without diftincYion of perfons, or deference to any bo-

dy, for the reformation of manners ; and we may af-

firm, that had it not been for the frequent meetings of

their chapters, the order could never, in the midft of

the confuiion and hurry of war, have fo long pre/erved
itfelf in the firfi: lpirit of piety and difintereftednefs

which diftinguifhed it as much as its courage and extra-

ordinary valour.

Though the power of fo many fovereigns as had
entered Into the league, kept Mahomet in fome awe,

yet that prince had fuch numerous armies on foot, that

the knights were continually on their guard for fear of

being furprifed. They added more new fortifications

to the old ones, and built two towers cloie by the lea

on that fide that lies towards Limonia, and a third fac-

ing the
village of St, Martha. The commander d'Au-

ulfon,
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buflbn, made grand prior of Auvergne after the death
of the chevalier Cottet, carried on thole works with an
attention worthy of his zeal and capacity ; nothing ef-

caped his diligence. The grand mailer and ihe order
were as -attentive to his advices as if they had been Co

many laws. He was as it were, the foul and primurrT
mobile of the council, and was generally the only per-
fon made ufe of to execute the projects he himfelf had
formed. All affairs, whether relating to war, to the re-

venue, or to the fortifications, paffed through his hands.
He was continually furrounded with warriors, artifi-

cers and workmen, 'without being embaraffed either

with the number or diverfity of affairs. His zeal for the

fervice of the order, and the extent and quicknefs of
his genius, made him equal to all thefe different em-

ployments.
The grand matter being very old, and alwas infirm,

had great need of fuch an affirmant : he had been in a

languifhing condition for near a year together, when
a dropfy at laft carried him off.

- He died June 8.

1476, when they proceeded to the choice of a fuccef-

for. Brother Raimond de Ricard, grand prior of St.

Giles, who was in the precedent election a competitor
with the laft grand mafter, was chofen to prefide at that

of his fuccefTor ; and it was he who, after the ufual

ceremonies, notified to the affembly, that all the votes

of the electors center'd unanimoufly
Peter d'Au- in the perfon of brother Peter

eusson. d'AubussoN; grand prior of Au-

vergne, deicended from the antient

vifcountsoflaMarche ? andofone of the moft illuftrious

houfes in France. It may be faid, that even before his

election to the grand mafterfhip, he was already their

chief in the good wifhes of all the knights, as well

as thole of the people, who, upon the firft news of it,

made bonefires, and gave public teftimonies of that un-

feigned and fincere joy which flows from the heart, and
which politicks and flavery can never counterfeit. So

happy a choice inipired the moil: timorous with brave-

ry, and they were no longer afraid of Mahomet, when

they
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they faw d'AubuiTon at the head of affairs, with the

reins of government in his hands.

His conduct fully anfwered the favourable opinion

they had conceived of htm, and he employed his au-

thority for the execution of all thofe proje&s which he

had before propofed only as a fimple member of the

council. By his orders they made a great iron chain

that ferved to bar up the entrance of the port; and to

prevent the defcents and ravages of pyrales in other

places of the ifland, he encreaied the number of the

towers and forts that had been built along the coaft.and

at certain diftances from one another. He did not confine

his views and cares to the prefer Tition of the ifle of

Rhodes alone : he lent flrong re-inforcements into the

other ifles belonging to the order ; and from the lame

zeal and attention, he fent engineers to the caftleof St.

Peter, who, puriuant to the memoirs and plan that he

delivered to them, hollowed the ditch to fuch a depth,
that the lea-water flowed into it, and the feluccas and

brigantines of the order entered there without dif-

ficulty, and lay leaned from the Turks and Corfairs-

Whilft this worthy ibvereign of the ifle of Rhodes was
thus taken up entirely with its defence, Michael Salo-

mon, envoy of Loredan, general of the Venetians, ar-

rived in the ifland, with orders to reclaim a Cypriot,
called Riccio Marini, one of the moft zealous fervants

ofCharlotte de Luflgnan.
We have already taken notice, that the crown of

Cyprus, after continuing near three hundred years in

the houfe of Luflgnan, was ufurped from Charlotte de

Lufignan by her baftard brother ; that the ufurper, to

make lure of the protection of the Venetians, had ufed
folicitations to get a daughter of the family of Cornaro
in marriage, and that the fenate, to create themieives a

right, or rather ibme pretenfions to the kingdom, had

gt anted her to him, and had given her a portion as a

daughter of St. Mark. 'Tis laid, that to come at this

fuccefllon the iboner, the baftard was made away by
poifon: and a little child that he left fucking at the bread:
did not furvive him long. The Venetians, under pre-

Vol.III. D tence
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tence ofprotectorfhip, lent powerful fuccours into the

ifland, which theyfoon conquered in the' name of the

baftard's widow, to whom they left nothing of queen
but the bare name, and fome infignificant ornaments

only.

Nevertheless, Charlotte de Lufignan, the only
and rightful heirefs of the crown, had always fome

fecret adherents within the kingdom. Several fchemes

were formed to drive out the Venetians, but they mis-

carried by reafon of the experience and forces of the

captains of that republic. The chiefs of queen Char-

lotte's party were obliged to quit the ifle. Every body
fled for refuge where he thought he could find pro-

tection, and live in the greateft fecurity. Riccio Mari-

ni, one ofthofe chiefs, bad retired to Rhodes. This was

the occafion of Salomon's embafly ; he came to de-

mand him back of the grand mafter, as a feditious per-

fon and a rebel ; prefenting him at the fame time, in

the doge's name, a letter full of menaces : and Lore-

dan's envoy, addeel with no little arrogance, that as the

moft ferene republic had adopted Catherine Cornaro, it

would confider all thofe as her enemies as mould favour

the parnans of Charlotte de Lufignan.

Th e Y were not ufed at Rhodes to hear embafTadors

fpeak with fo much arrogance. Befides the continual

lerviccs which the order was doing to the republic,

the knights of Rhodes did not think themfelves inferi-

or either in dignity or in forces to the gentlemen of

Venice ; and fome of the moft high fpirited of this

noble body of knights were for fending back Lore-

dan's agent without an anfwer.

If the grand mafter had given way to thofe firft e-

niotions of a fecret inclination, which had attached

him formerly to the perfon and interefts of Charlotte de

Lufignan, he would have anfwered the Venetian ge-

neral's envoy with the fame haughtinefs, and with a

courage which were both fo natural to him. But what

might^n a private knight be confidered as generofity,

was not a^ all proper for a fovereign, who ought to

fhape his conduct entirely to the intereft of his ftate :

fo
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f that the grand matter, in order not to bring new e-

nemies upon his burl;, when he was expe&ing to 1

all the forces of Mahomet fall upon the iflc ofRhbdes,

qualified his anfv/er in iiich a manner, that without ei-

ther granting any thing to the envoy of the Venetians,

or incenfing them by high words, he took care to

maintain equally the rights of his dignity, and the li-

berty of his territories. He told him, that the order,

purfuant to its ftatutes, never intermeddled in the
cpf-

ferences and wars that arole between Chriitian prin-

ces ; that he required him to tell his general,
that at

Rhodes they neither received feditious peifons or re-

bels ; but, as was pracYiied in every free and indepen-

dent country, they likeways did not drive away
fuch whofe private misfortunes obliged them to take

refuge there, and who behaved like men of honour

aud good Chriftians. With this aniwer he difrniflcd the

minifter.

Scarce was this envoy gone from Rhodes when
another arrived, fent by the (bubachi or lieutenant to

the governor of Lycia, a province in the neighbour-

hood, as we have laid, of the ifle of Rhodes. That

infidel commander, whole cruelty had no reftraint but

what arole from his natural avarice, had actually a great

many Chriftians and fubje&s of the order in his pri-

fons : and as he loft fome or other of them every day

by the feverity and mneries of the-flavery they endur-

ed, he refblved, contrary to the cuftom of his nation,

to treat for their liberty. There were however fufpi-

cions, that this envoy's voyage was ouly a pretext in-

vented by Mahomet to get an opportunity for a person
to view the fortifications of Rhodes. Neverthtleis, as

the grand mafter had nothing more at heart than the

liberty of his brother knights, he readily entered into

a negotiation : this was the occaflon of ieveral voyages
that the envoy made to Rhodes.
The grand mafter, eager to recover thofe knights,

and defirous at the fame time to put an end to fuch

voyages, fmoothed every difficulty. Beftdes the fums

necefTary for the ranfbm of the flaves, which he fur-

D 2 nifli-
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niftied out of his own purfe, he alio Cent noble presentsto the ioubachi ; and when the negotiator brought the
/mights back, his recompence was not forgot. The
grand mailer embraced them one after another. Never
tiid a tender mother, who after a long abfence&es her
only fon in her arms again, difeover more fenfible de-
monftrations of joy. The knights on their fide kifXed
his hands, bathed them with their tears, embraced his
feet and by thoie mute transports, which nevertheleis
aflectthe heait in the mod fenfible manner, endeavour-
ed to expreis their acknowledgments. T hey called him
their father and their iaviour. The grand matter de-
clined theie tides with great modefty.

« 'Tis to the
order, my children, faid he to them, that you owe

*|

.theie expreilions of your acknowledgment j and I

hope you will make it an ample return, by exerting
. your ordinary valour againft the enterpriies of Ma-

homet, who daily threatens us with a liege."He had received advices to this purpofe from feve-
ral quarters. The order never had before a grand
mafter who laid out fuch confiderable fums, or employ-ed them out Co ufefully in

/pies. He kept ibme even
within the very walls of the ieraglio. By advices from
them he learned, that the Venetians were, without the

knowledge of their allies, negotiating fecretly a feparate
peace with the porte. He knew likeways from public
accounts, that the king of Perfia, UiTan-CaiTan, the
moft potent of Mahomet's enemies, being worn out
with yearsand the fatigues of war, ftood now only on
the defend ve, without

enterpriiing any thing againft
the Turks. He faw that the Chriftian princes, ac-

cording to their conusant cuftom, were tearing one an-
other to pieces ; and that Matthias Corvinus king of
Hungary was making a bloody war againft the empe-
ror Frederic : from whence he concluded, that Maho-
met would take advantage of theie di virions, and in-

fallibly turn his arms the next year againft the iile of
Rhodes.

The grand mafter, in order not to be taken un-

prepared, ftored the magazines with ammunition and

pro-
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provifions ; and the ifle of Rhodes not having a fufli-

cient number of knights for its defence, he called a ge-

neral chapter, ami in the fummons directed to the

grand priors, he ordered all the knights to repair im-

mediately to Rhodes with their arms, and in an equi-

page fuitable to their protl-ffion. We find a copy of

this fummons in Italian inBofio's hiftory ; the original

is ltill preierved in the archives of Malta,, and we be-

lieve the reader will not be diipleaied to fee an extract

of it in this place.

My dearest brethren,
" In the midft of the greateft dangers with which

<( Rhodes is threatened, we have thought that no fiic-

" cour was more to be depended on than a general
" fummons, and a fpeedy aflTembly of all our brethren.

tc The enemy is at our gates ; the proud Mahomet Jets

" no bounds to his ambitious projects; his power be-
" comes more formidable every day : he has an innu-
" merable multitude of foldiers, excellent captains,
" and imraenie treafures : all this is defigned again It

u us ; he is bent upon our deftruclion ; I have the
" moil certain advices of it. His troops are already
ii in motion ; the neighbouring provinces are filled

" with them ; they are all filing down towards Caria
u and Lycia : a prodigious number of vefTels and

gal-?
" lies wait only for the fpring, and the return of fine

u
weather, topafs into our iiland. What do we wait

" for ? Can you be inienfible that foreign fuccours,
" which are generally very weak, and always uncer-
i{

tain, are at a diftance from us? We have no refource
" but in our own valour, and we are ruined if we do
" not fave ourfelves. The folemn vows that ye have
u

made, my brethren, oblige you to quit all, to obey
" our orders. 'Tis in virtue of thole holy promiies,
" made to the God of heaven be

r
ore his altar, that I

" now fummon you. Return without loling a mo-
ii ment into our dominions, or rather into your own;
i(

haften with equal zeal and courage to the fuccour

D 3
" of
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il of the order. 'Tis your mother that calls to you ;

"
'tis a tender mother that has nurled and brought youu
up in her bofom that is now in clanger. Is it po£"
fible there mould be found one fingle knight unna-

<f tural enough to abandon her to the' fury of the bar-
ti barians ? No, my brethren, I have no apprehenfi-
" ous of that kind. Sentiments fo mean and impious
t( are not at all agreeable to the noblenefs of your ex-
t(

traction, and are ftill more inconfiftent with the pi-
"

ety and valour that you profefs."

This fummons, difperfed over all Europe, railed the

zeal and ardour of the knights. They all let eagerly a-

bout preparing their equipages. To raile money with
the greater expedition, they fell their houfhold goods ;

they let and farm out their commandries at low rates ;

every one takes meafuresfor his fetting out, and his pa£-

fage : and the thing they all (land molt in fear of is, of

their not arriving loon enough at Rhodes. Some lo-

vereigns, edified with their zeal, fent feveral kinds of

fuccour thither. The mod confiderable came from

France. Lewis XI. who was then on the throne, pre-
vailed with pope Sixtus IV. to grant a jubilee and in-

dulgences to all perfons who mould aflift the knights.
This jubilee railed confiderable fums in a very lhort

time, which were remitted immediately into the eaft,

and were, by the grand mailer's orders, employed in

railing fome new fortifications which he thought pro-

per to make about the caftle and bulwarks of the city

of Rhodes.

Mahomet heard with no little uneafinefs,that they
had penetrated into his defigns ; and to hinder this

difcovery fiom putting the Chriftian princes in motion,
and producing at laft fome formidable league againll

him, he tried, under colour of a negotiation of peace
with the grand mafter, and by an embalTy that fhould

make a noife in the world, to cool the zeal of fuch as

were preparing to take arms. But as he was the proud-
eft of all men living, he would not expofe himfelf to a

refufal from the knights;
and therefore gave that com.

million
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million to prince Zem or Zizim one of his children,

and Cheleby his nephew, whole governments lay near

Rhodes, ordering them to employ in this negotiation

a renegado Greek, Demetrius Sophian by name, be-

ing a perfbn of whole addrels and capacity he was

thoroughly fatisfied.

The two Turkilh princes, purfuant to the order*

they had received from the grand feignior, lent d'Au-

buiibn a letter, full of expreflions of cfleem for his per-

ion, and for all the knights of his order. It was even

(luffed with a fet of flattering compliments, a ftile very
mi uied by thoie barbarians ; and the princes con-

cluded it with inviting him to make a fblid peace with

his highnefs, for which they offered their mediation

and credit at the portc.

The renegado Greek was entrufted with this letter

and the negotiation, the fecret of which, as they pre-

tend, was confided to him only? and that even the two

young princes themfelves knew nothing of it. He
came to Rhodes, prefented his credentials to the grand

matter, and when they were entering upon the nego-

tiation, he reprcfented, that the only thing the grand

feignior infifted on, in order to make a lolid and lad-

ing peace between them, was a fmail tribute. To en-

gage him to come into it the more readily, he urged

farther, that the fenate cf Venice, to obtain the like

treaty, had made no difficulty to oblige themfelves to

fend eight thoufand ducats of gold every year to the

porte ; but that he fliould get off at a much cheaper

rate, though, fays he, there is no paying too dear for

thefriendfhip of fb potent a prince that makes all others

tremble.

The grand mafter had already received advice of

the renegado's embafly from the fpies that he kept in

Conftantinople, and alfo that the defign of it was on-

ly to lull him into a fecurity, and lurprife him : fo that

to make his own advantage of it, and employ againfl
Mahomet the very artifice he made ufe of to deceive

him, he very prudently diflembled his knowledge cf it.

He even fhewed an entire confidence in the embaffador's

word,
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•word, and told him, that he fhould be greatly pleafcu

if he could come to a iblid peace with the grand ieig-

nior ; but added, that his order being under the par-

ticular ftrotecYidn of the fovereign pontiffof the Chrifti-

ans, and poflefled
of great eftates in the dominions of

raoft of the princes of Europe, he could conclude no-

thing without their participation: however, he did not

believe that they would oppole a treaty which would

eftabiifh a Iblid peace between the two powers ; that

he was likewile peri'uaded the council of the order

would readily come into it; but in order to obtain the

content of the knights, there muft not be any mention

made of a tribute, the very name of which was odious

to them: that he was nevertheless going to write about

it immediately to Rome, and to di'patch embaffadors

into all the courts of Chriftendom, and defired only

three months time to receive anlwers from thence.

The grand mafter, who was a peribn of excellent

abilities, was defirous to obtain time enough, ~~and a

free paiTage for the knights, who were at a diftance, to

repair to Rhodes ; and therefore added, with a ipeci-

ous fincerity, that in the favourable difpofition in

which the grand ieignior feemed of treating in good
earned with the order, he fancied it would be for both

their interefts, and alio prevent their exafperating one

another by any new enterprifes, to make a fufpennon

of arms, and reftore a liberty of commerce between

their fubiecls,at leaft for the three momhs which he de-

manded for the obtaining of anfwers from Europe.

The grand mafter, after this conference, and not

to keep a renegado, whom he looked upon as a fpy, a-

ny longer in Rhodes, difmifTed him, giving him a let-

ter for the two young Ottoman princes, wherein, after

anfwering their civilities with all the politencfs that was

prooer for him to make uie of, he added, agreeably to

what he had told their embafTador, that he could not

conclude a treaty of that importance without the par-

ticipation
of the pope, and moft of the princes of Chri-

ftendom.

T he embafTador, upon his return, gave the two Ot-

toman princes, an account of his negotiation.
He

told
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told them, that he found the grand matter would wil-

lingly treat of peace, but made them lenfiblc withal,
that that prince would never content to the payment
of any tribute, and that he would be difbwned by his

own order if he mould content to it. The two piinccs,
who thought they mould make their court to Maho-
met by forwarding the negotiation, and indeed acted

in it bona fide, fent the embafTdor back with orders to

alter the name of tribute to that of a prefenf, the worth
and value of which fliould be fettled by the knights
themfelves. They gave him commiflicn at the lame

time to conclude a fufpenfion of arms for the time the

grand matter inlilted on. D'Aubuflbli being well in-

formed, that their only detign was to amuie him by
thefe different propofals, was very firm in rejecting the

condition of a prefent, and of every thing that had the

air of a tribute ; and demanded only the neceflary time

to learn the intentions of the pope and the Chrittlan.

princes, in hopes of getting fuccours from Europe.
The Greek, not able to get any more, concluded, in

order to keep the negotiation ttill on foot, the fufpen-
fion of arms and liberty of commerce with him, which
was afterwards confirmed by a fecond embaflador fent to

Rhodes by Mahomet himfelf.

Though this prince, prefuming upon his forces, u-

fually carried on his enterpriies with an air of pomp
and haughtinefs, he neverthelefs thought proper on
this occafion to make ufe of fuch artifices, and this ne-

«ptiation,
in order that the news of it might pafs over

into Europe, and that the noife of an approaching
peace, which his emifTaries took care to fpread abroad,

might cool the zeal of the Chriftian princes, and abate

the eagernels of the knights : this was the end hepro-
pofedbyallhis intidious conduct. The grand matter on
his fide appeared indeed ready to hear his propofals,
but did it only with a view of facilitating the patfage of
the knights, and to gain time to carry on other treaties

that were full as important, and more to be depended
on, and which were at that time afiually negotiating at

Rhodes.

The r
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There was in this city an envoy ofthe foldan of

Egypt, Douan Diodar by name, and who at the fame
time was his favourite: he was come to renew theantient
treaties of peace with the knights. The reader may have
obferved in the courfe of this hiftory, that the order of
St. John, from its firft foundation, had had two forts of
enemies to oppole, both of them Mahometans, and e-

qr.ally formidable. The fiift were the xA.rabians or Sa-

razens of Egypt, who had taken from the Chriftlans,
as has been feen, Paleftine, Phoenicia, and part of

Syria. The Turks of the Ottoman race, ever fince

the conqueft of Rhodes by the knights, became like-

wife their profefTed enemies : and lometimes thefe two
forts of enemies, though jealous of one another, had

joined their forces againft a military order, which with
its fleets and gallies difturbed the commerce of their

merchants, and the enterprifes of their corfairs. But
the forces of the order not being fufhVient torefift both
thefe potentates at the fame time, the grand mafters and
the council had always carefully endeavoured to be at

peace with one nation, whenever they were in war
with the other ; by this wife policy balancing their

power and keeping their forces divided.

The report that Rhodes was threatned with a fiege

being carried into Egypt, made the foldan fear left

Mahomet mould fucceed in his enterprife. Were he to
have chofen his neighbours, he had rather have the
weaker ; and therefore to leave the knights under no
manner of apprehenfions from his quarter, he had font

his favourite to Rhodes, in order to renew the laTr.

treaties of peace with thern. The grand mafter receiv-
ed the firft overtures thereofwith the more pleafurc, in

that he plainly faw the foldan's own intereft would be
fufEcient to make the new treaty lafting.
Thus they entered upon bufinefs with a mutual

confidence ; and after fome conferences, they agreed,
that the vefTels of the order mould not for the future
moleft thofe of Egypt in their commerce, and that the

knights fhould not fufFer their fubjecls to ferve for foldi-

ers, pilots or guides to the foldan's enemies. The
foldan
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feldan, by a reciprocal ftipulation, engaged to under-

take nothing contrary to the interefts of the grand

mailer, and promifed, that the veiFcls of the order

fhould be well received in his ports ; that if they
were purfued by their enemies, the Sarazens fhould be

bound to defend them ; that when the lubjects of the

grand mafter mould pafs through the foldan's territo-

ries in their way to the holy land, they fliould not ex-

act any duty from them ; that they fhould not detain

any Chriftian flave after he was fet at liberty by his

mafter or patron ; and that with regard to other Chri-

ftian Haves, they fhould be exchanged for Sarazens

who were in flavery at Rhodes, by a Sarazen for a

Chriftian.

The grand mafter made a treaty with the king of

Tunis, another Mahometan prince, almoft on the fame

conditions, with this addition only, that the order

might, whenever it had occafion, take up in his do-

minions thirty thoufand a
hogfheads of com, without

paying any duty of tranfportation or exportation.

During thefe feveral negotiations, a great number
of knights from all parts of Chriftendom arrived at

Rhodes ; but as they were ftill expecting a greater

number, the chapter was prorogued till the 28th of

October, when the grand mafter opened it.
" Gener-

" ous knights, fays he to them, an occafion has at laft

"
prefented it felf for you to fhow your zeal and cour-

"
age againft the enemies of the faith. In this holy

"
war, Jefus Chrift himfelf will be your leader ; he

* l will never, my brethren, abandon fuch as fight in
" his fervice. In vain does Mahomet, that impious
ei

prince, who acknowledges no deity but his own
f power, brag that he will extirpate our order. If
" he hath more numerous troops than we, they are
"

compofed only of a vile fet of (laves, whom they are
" forced to drag into dangers, and that expofe them-
u felves to death only to avoid a death which they are

" threatened

a The original is thirty thoufand minds, each of which is a-*

bout five quarters, or a comb and a bufhel.
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<{ threatned with by their officers : whereas I fee none
" in your illuflrious body but gentlemen of noble birth,
" educated in virtue, refblute either to vanquifh or die
u and whofe piety and valour arc certain pledges of
"

vitfory."
The knights that compoled the afTembly, made no

other anfwer to this moving difcourle, than by de-

claring their refolution to Ihed the lafi: drop of their

blood in defence of the order ; and that the fervice

might not fuffer, or be retarded through the diversity

of the commanding officers, and the flowneis of coun-

iels, the whole chapter begged of the grand mafler to

take upon himfelf alone the command of the forces, and

adminiflration of the revenue, and to exercife both

with an abfolute authority. This was a fort of dicla-

toifh'p which they thought fit to inveft him with, till

fuch time as the florm which Mahomet threatned the

order with was blown over. The grand mailer would
fain have declined fb vaft and unufiial a power out of

modefly, and reprefented to them, that thole different

employments would be better filled, if divicted between

feveral knights : but the whole chapter had 10 entire a

confidence in his capacity, and the zeal he had lhewn

for the good of the order, and made him fuch preffing

inflances to accept it, that he found himfelf unable to

refill them.

The firfl ufe he made of it was to name four gene-
ral officers, whom they called at that time auxiliary

captains, or adjutant generals, who were each ofthem

to command in the quarter affigned them. He chofe

for thefe feveral employments, the hoipitaller, the ad-

miral, the chancellor and the treaiurer of the order :

and the chevalier Rodoluh de Wartemberg, grand prior

of Brandenburg, was chofe general of the horle : the

grand mafler at the head of thefe prime officers wase-

very day vifiting the fortifications and outworks of the

place.
By his orders they pulled down all the country

houfes that flood too near it : they cut down the trees,

and even demolifned the churches of St. Anthony and

Notre
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Notre Dame of Philerme, which would have been fer-

-viceable to the enemy in the fiege. The Rhodians

could not lee their country houfes, and the delicious

gardens that lay all round the town deftroyed, without

feeling a fcnlible concern ; but the publick fafety pre-

vailed over all other confederations, lb that nothing
was fpared ; but before they deftroyed the church of

our lady of Philermc, they removed thence an ima

of the virgin, which had been kept there from time im-

memorial, to whom they paid a religious worfhip, and

carried it to the principal church of the city.

The grand mailer, to leave no forage or paflure for

the enemies cavalry, caufed all the corn of the country
to be cut down, and afTigned the peafants of each quar-
ter particular forts, to which, upon the arrival of the

infidels, they might reipecYively retire. The tame ge-
nius for providing againfl. every thing that might hap-

pen, made him, as he furveyed the lea-lhore, examine

together with his officers the places from whence they

might belt oppole the defcents of the enemy ; thole

where it would be moll proper for them to entrench,

themielves, if they mould happen to be too hard prefc

fed ; the. cuts and intrenchments they might be obliged
to make behind the walls, if they mould be beaten down

by the force of the artillery. Kis views were too

extendve and too jufl to overlook any thing : the for-

tifications, artillery, arms, provifions, and revenue,
'

every thing pafTed under his infpeclion, and his care

extended to the meaneft of the inhabitants, to provide
for their iubfiftence as well as for that of the knights
and troops which compoledthe garrifon.
Happily for his afliftance in diipatching-fo great a

variety of builnefs, that befides a great number of

knights of all nations already arrived at Rhodes, there

alio came thither Bertrand de Gluys grand prior of

France, Charles de Montholon, and feveral other

knights of the three languages of that kingdom. They
were (bon followed by brother John Daw great bailiff

of Germany, who arrived at Rhodes with a good num-
ber of commanders and knights of his nation, and a.

Vol. Ill, E body
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body of troops which was more confiderable for the

choice and valour of the foldiers of -which it was

compofed, than their number. Some noblemen and

gentlemen of France, upon the firfl: news they had of

Rhodes being threatened with a fiege, halted hither, out

of a pure principle of generofity, with a train of at-

tendants fuitable to their quality : In the lift of the!e

noble warriors are reckon'd Anthony d'Aubuflbn, vi-

comte de Monteil, the grand mailer's elder brother.

Thefe lords defcended by their father's fide in the male

line from Raimond fcignior of Monteil-au-vicomte and
la Feuillade, fecond fon of Renaud the feventh of the

name, vicomte d'Aubuflbn, whole grand-father in the

eighth degree of afcent was Renaud d'Aubuflbn the

firft of that name, and elder brother of Turpin d'Au-

buflbn, who, in consideration of his piety and his noble

extraction, was elected bifhop of Limoges in the year
SoS, as Aimar de Chabanois relates in his chronicle.

His mother was of the honfe of Combron, a mod il-

luftrious and very powerful family, and allied to feve-

ral ibvercign princes.

Th e vicomte d'AubulTon was accompanied byLewis

de Craon, a nobleman of one of the firfl: families of

Anjou, and by Benedict Scaliger or della Scala, whoie

anceltors had been fovereigns ofVerona : and this lord

brought feveral companies offoot with him from Italy
at his own expence to the afliftance of the order. A-

mong thefe brave adventurers were likewiie Lewis San-

guin of Paris, Claude Colomb of Bourdeaux, Matthew

Brangelier of Perigord, and Charles le Roi of Dijon.
The grand mafter, at the requeft of all the council,

gave the general direction of military affairs to the vi-

comte de Montiel, and affigned particular quarters for

the other volunteers to defend. An heroick emulation

foon rofe up andprevailed between thefe fecular knights,
and- the knights of the order ; and the fame emulation

broke out between the Greek and Latin inhabitants,

and pafTed afterwards to the very women and children,

who vied with one another in working at the in-

trench-
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frenchments which the grand matter had ordered to he

made.

These knights and gallant volunteers, infhmcd

with a defire of meeting with an opportunity to figna-
]ize themfelves, expected the arrival of the infidels with

impatience ; but they did not wait For them long. Ma-
homet grew weary of diflembling and acting a part lb

conlrary to his natural pride. He gave over feigning,
and declared openly the deiign he had formed of attack-

ing the ifle of Rhodes, the conqueft whereof he look-

ed upon as a foundation for that of all Afia, which
his ambition gralped after, as what would give the il-

luming ftroke to his glory.
He was ftrongly confirmed in this defjgn by the

grand vizier, or firft bafha, as he was ftiled at that

time, called Mifach Palsologus. This vizier was a

Greek prince of the imperial family, born a Clinician,
but who upon the taking ofConftantinople had turned

Mahometan to prevent his being put to deaih, a p'unifh-
ment which Mahomet inflicted on all the heirs of

the empire. His valour, his fervices, his addrefs, and
his entire complailance for all the fultan's inclinations

and humours railed him afterwards to the dignity of
vizier ; and that that prince might not have the leaft

fu/picion becaufe of his having changed his religion,
he affected to fhew himfelf an implacable enemy to ail

Chriftian princes, and efpecially to the grand mailer

and the knights of Rhodes.

In order to facilitate his matter's conqucft of that

ifland, he brought to his court three famous rem
does who had drawn the plan of it. The firft, Anthony
Meligalle by name, was of the city of Rhodes itfelf,

and. of a noble family ; but having Ipent his patrimony
and the inheritance of his fathers in luxury and debauch-

ery, he flattered himfelf, as his lad: fhift,with the hopes
of getting fome advantages by the change of his religi-
on. The fecond was Demetrius Sophian, the fame that

Mahomet employed to carry fultan Zizim's letters to

Rhodes ; a man of parts, and very fit for negotiations,
kit fufpected of dealing in magick, and of applying

E 2 him-
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:.i (elf to the (earch oftbo/e parts of knowledge which
fbme whimiical people call the occult fciences. The
third of thele renegadoes was a German engineer, cal-

led George Frapan by name, but commonly called

matter George ;
a man of parts, a good geometrician,

and particularly diftinguiflied by his talents in the ma-

nagement of the artillery. Mahomet, who fpared for

nothing to engage flich men in his iervice as might be
ufeful to him, gave him a confiderable penfion. The
German had by his order (lirveyed mod of theChrifti-

an ftrong places, upon which the fultan could have any
design ; had drawn plans of them ; and among other

things had brought him a very exacl one of the city of
.bodes and the adjacent parts,

The ba(ha, to flatter the inclinations of die fultan,

ipake to him of thefe three renegadoes as of perfons

very proper to give fuccefs to his defigns. Mahomet
ient for them ; when'upon their being introduced into

his prefence, they, in order to make themielves more

agreeable, in concert with the minifter, told him, that

the greatett part of the walls of Rhodes were failing
down ; that there was a great icarcity of ammunition
in the place, and that the pretended fuccours from

Europe, with the hopes ofwhich the knights flattered

themielves, were very uncertain, by realbn of the con-

tinual wars between the Chriftian princes. Each of
the three renegadoes prefented him with a plan of the

city of Rhodes : that of the German was found to be

the mod regular ; and it was upon this plan that the

fultan regulated the order of the attacks, and every

thing that was to be executed in order to fucceed in fa

important an enterprife.

The fultan, hurried away by his impatience, would
needs have the bafha fet out, and without waiting for

the great army, go in perfon to reconnoitre the place.

Upon which he commanded him to embark forthwith

aboard Come light frigates and vehels of low decks,
with fbme companies of janizaries and fpahis. He was
followed by the three renegadoes to whom that prince

promiied a noble reward, provided they could but con-

tribute
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tribute to make him mailer of Rhodes. In their paffagc

the Rhodian Meligalle, who had been infirm for a loner

time, was feized with a loathfbme i'lneis : his flefh

was covered all over with ulcers, and fell off piece-meal ;

and before he expired, he was in a manner buried in

rottenels and corruption.
In the mean time the bafha Paleologus was failing on,

and foon appeared in fight of the ifle of Rhodes, and

on the fourth of December came to an anchor off the

fortrefs of Fano. He immediately landed ibme com-

panies of Ipahi to reconnoitre, purfuant to his inftrucYi-

ons, and fee if he could make a defcent in that place

himfelf. The bailiff of Brandenburgh who command-

ed the light horfe of the order, fullered thefe fcouts,

who were very thirfty ofplunder, to advance up into the

country, where he fell upon them> killed part of them,

drove the reft before him to the fea fide, and forced

them to re-imbark. The baflia, after having taken

them on board, put off to fea ; and that he might not

lie idle with his mailer's troops, whilft he waited for

the coming up of the great fleet, he endeavoured at a

defcent on the ifle of Tilo which belonged to the or-

der. The inhabitants of the open country took re-

fuge in the fortrefs, where there v/as a ftrong garriibn,

confiding chiefly of knights.
Paleologtjs battered the place with all his artil-

lery for eight days together ; the breach appearing

practicable, he ordered the fpahi to alight, and led

tjiem on himielf to the aiTault. He flattered himfelf

that he mould carry the caflle in a moment ; but he had

not yet tried the valour of the defendants. The knights
that were in it made fo vigorous a refinance, that the

baflia, after feeing the braved of his men drop at the

foot of the walls, was obliged to found a retreat. He
faw plainly, from the courage of thebefieged, that if he

(hould perfift in his obftinacy of carrying on the fiege,

he v/ould be obliged to begin it in form with opening

trenches, and proceed in the ordinary rules ofwar . But not

having a body of troops fufficient for ibch an enterprise,

and the weather not being favourable, he railed the fiegs

E 3 wi;h
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with greater (hame than lofs, re-imbarked a (econd

time, and arrived at the port of Phifco in Lycia. fituat-

cd twenty two, others fay eighteen miles from Rhodes.

This was the rendezvous as well for the main fleet as

for the land forces, which were quartered in that and
the adjoining provinces till the return of the (pring.

jTwas not till the latter end of April that the main
fleet of the Infidels fet fail from Gallipoli, pafled the

Helle/pont, entered the river of Lycia, and came in

light of the ifle of Rhodes. The guard ported on the

top of mount St. Stephen made the fignal to give notice

that it was in fight. The grand mafter haftened

thither immediately with the principal lea officers, who
judged by its working that it was going to the port of

Phiico, there to take on board the troops that were in

the adjacent parts. The event (hewed that his con-

jecture was juft and well founded, for 'twas in this

port that the embarkation was made. They reckoned

in this fleet an hundred and fixty vcllels with high
decks, befides feluccas, galiots, flat-bottomed veflels

and tranfports : and (pake of the land forces as mak-

ing at leaft an hundred thoufand men. This formid-

able armado arrived at laft before Rhodes, on May 23.

1480.
We have already taken notice of the fituation of this

ifland, on occafion of the concjueft which the knights
made of it under the mafterfhip of Fulk de Villar-

et : fo that to give a clear notion of what follows, we
need only remark, that the capital of the ifle, which
bears the fame name, is iituated by the (ea (ide, upon
the fide of a hill, which at that time was planted with

orange-trees, pomegranates,excellentmufcadine grapes,
and vines df various forts. The place had a double

wall about it, and was fortified with great towers

at proper diftances. Thefe wails and towers were

(attained on the infide of the town by a rampart, and

on the outftde there was a very broad and deep ditch.

There were two ports belonging to it, of which the

firft that we meet with in coming to land there, ferved

to fectire the sallies, and the mouth of it was defend-

ed by a platform, upon which there was a tower look-

ing
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ing to the cafe, ami called Fort St. Elme. The great

fliips lay in the other port, which was fortified with

two towers ;
the one called the tower of St. John, and

the other St. Michael's tower. They pretend, that the

two feet of the famous ColofTus of brafs, of which we

have already fpoken, and which patted for one of the

feven wonders of the world, were formerly placed on

the very fpot where thefe two towers ftand, on two

rocks that are over againft one another. Near this

port there are two little'bays,
one of them looking to

the north, and the other to the fouth : that which looks

to the north had its entrance commanded by a mole, (

which ran out above three hundred paces into the fea ;

'twas at the further end of this mole that the grand
matter Zacofta built the fortrefs which was called the

tower of St. Nicholas, from a chapel dedicated to that

faint, and incloled within the walls of the fort. At

the extremity of the other bay, towards the fouth,

there is another tower, but not fo coniiderable as the

ttrlt : however, it ferved well enough on its fide to de-

fend the entrance of the port. This tower hindered

any vettel from either going in or coming out of it.

Two miles from the town was the mountain or hill

of St. Stephen, and a little further, but On another

fide, was mount Philerme, famous for the devotion of

the people of the ifland, and other Ch; iftian people in

the neighbourhood, who came in pilgrimage to vifit

the church that was built there in honour of the holy

virgin. Such was the fituation of the city of Rhodes,
and the parts adjacent, when it was befieged by the

bafha Paleologus.
The lea near the more was then covered with the

fleet of the Turks, who made continual discharges of

their artillery, in order to favour their deferent. They
were anfwered by the cannon of the city and the forts;

and the knights, pufiied on by their valour, advanced

fword in hand in the water up to the middle, to pre-
vent and Hop the Turks from landing. Much blood

was fpilt on this firft occafion j but in fpite of all the

efforts of the Chiiitians, their bravery was forced to

yield
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yield to the numberlefs multitudes of the infidels-

Thofe barbarians divided their troops ; and whilft a

part of them employed all the forces of the knights,
the greater number landed in crowds in remote places,
where there was le'soppofition. At length the whole

army landed j they advanced to the mountain or hill

of St. Stephen, where they immediately intrenched

themfelves; and after landing their artillery lent to furnr

mon the place, ufing both threats and prcmifes, which

Were flighted alike.

Several detachments of infidels appeared foon af-

ter in the plain : the principal commanders that were

at their head, advanced to reconnoitre the fortifications

of the place. There was no approaching them with-

out danger, and the vigorous tallies that were made

obliged them to take to their heels, and fly back to

their camp. In one of thefe failles, wherein the vi-

comte de Monteil, the grand mailer's brother, com-

manded, the renegado Demetrius loft his life. His

horie was killed under him ; he fell to the ground ;

and the weight of his armour hindering him from ril-

ing, fome fquadrons that were in purfuir of the ene-

my, rode over him and crufhed him to death. The
order alio, on this occafion, loft the chevalier de Mu-

rat, ofthe language of Auvergne, and of the illuftrious

houfe of la Tour, who pufhing the infidels with more

eagernefs than prudence, was furrounded by a fqua-
dron of fpahi,

who cut off Irs head.

From thefe light skirmiihes which were of no great

moment on either fide, it was neceflary to come to

more regular attacks. The German engineer, after

having viewed all the out-works of the place, advifed

the bafha to make his firft attack on the tower of St.

Nicholas, flattering him with the hopes of being foon

mafter of the port and city, provided he could once

take that fortrefs. Paleologus following his advice,

planted immediately a battery of three large pieces of

cannon near the church of St. Anthony, which began
to batter the tower. The grand mafter on his fide,

ordered a counter-battery to be rai fed in the garden of

the
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the language of Auvergne," which made full as great

a fire : and the gunners on both fides did all they could

to dilmount the cannon on the oppofite batteries. This

however was but a flight prelude to the terrible thun-

der that was heard, when the baflia had erected all his

batteries, and planted on them that prodigious number

of cannon of all fizes, which he had ordered to be

brought into his camp.
The German engineer, to join artifice to open

force, and find means to reconnoitre the weak places

of the town, concerting the matter fi.il with the Tar*

kifli general, prefented bimfelf the next day as a de-

ferter on the edge of the ditch, and in a iuppliant pof-

ture, as if he was afraid of being taken, begged the

guard to open him the wicket that moment. a The

grand mafter having notice of it, ordered him to be let

in, and he was conducted ftraight to his palace. He
was a tall handfome man, had a good air, was fubtle

in his difcourfe, and concealed under an ingenuous
outfide all the addrefs of a cunning and deceitful vih

lain.

The grand mafter, who had the council of the or-

der about him, asked him the reafbn why he had quit-

ted the fervice of fo potent a prince as Mahomet, elpc-

cially when he expoied himielf, if the place was taken,
to the cruel tortures and executions whh which they

punifhed deferters. The perfidious German, without

changing colour, and with that air of fincerity which pe-

culiarly diflinguifhes his nation, diffembled his change
of religion, and anfwered that he was a Chriftian; that

greedinefs of gain and hope of reward had engaged

him, as they had feveral other Chriftians, to follow

the grand feignior's ftandard j but that ever fince that

, prince's army was landed in the ifle of Rhodes, he had

felt fuch a terrible remorie of confeience, that he was

not able to bear the reproaches of it any longer, and

was therefore come cordially to offer him his fervice,

and to facrifice his life in the defence of Rhodes and
the order.

The
* Relation de Merry de Dupuy, auteur contemporain. p. it-
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The grand mafter, though always on his guard a-

gainft deferters, did not difcover the lead fign of dif-

fidence ; on the contrary, he extolled the pious mo-
tives that had brought him back into the fervice of
Chriftian princes : and then asked him with all the*

{hew and air of confidence imaginable, what might be
the defigns, and alio the number of the forces of the
bafha.

'* The bafha, replied the German, hath but too
"

plainly declared his own defigns, and thofe of his
u

mailer, by his attacks. As for his forces, you your-"
ft if may have feen how numerous and formidable

" his fleet is. The land forces confift of above an
u hundred thoufand men, molt of them old foldiers,
€i who have followed Amurath and Mahomet his ion
" in all their conquefls. But his

artillery is what a
u

befieged town oughj; to dread the mod. Never had
<c

any general fo vafi a number of cannon in his army," and at the fame time fo well managed : and befides
(i his ordinary cannon, he has, fince his arrival in the
u

ifland, caufed fixtecn great pieces of cannon to be
u

cafl, called bafilisks or double cannon, eighteen
i( foot long, and carrying ball of two or three feet
" diameter." He continued further to fay, that his

mortars were altogether as dreadful in their effects, and
that they threw ftones of a prodigious bignefs.

{i You
" will feel immediately, laid he, the fury of thofe m-
" fernal machines, againfl which you cannot take
"

your precautions too foon." To gain the grand
mallei's confidence, and make that confidence a flep to

the treafon he defigned, he gave him feveral advices of

great importance for the defence of the place, and which
in the event proved very ufeful.

Several lords of the council who heard Him>

thought the villain very fincere in all he faid ; others,
who remembered they had feen him formerly in that

very city of Rhodes, told the mafler privately, that he
had ever fince that time been looked upon as an adven-
turer and a vagabond that had no religion, and was

capable of doing and attempting any thing for money.
Tlii*
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This made an hnpreflion, but what compleatcd to make

him lufpe&ed, was, that they (hot at the lame time in-

to the town billets fixed to arrows, which had only
thele words wrote in them,

" Beware of mailer
"

George." Thefe were immediately carried to the

grand mailer ; and in the council, fame in their plain

way of thinking attributed thefe advices to the grand

feignior's Chriilian lubjects, whom he forced to lerve

in his armies. Others maintained that it might be an

artifice of the balha's own, who affected to dilcredit

his fpy in order to recommend him the more to the con-

fidence of the knights. The grand mailer, that he

might run no hazard, and at the lame time make, if

poffible, an advantage ofthe talents of this engineer, or-

ordered the officers of the artillery to get out of him
whatever might be ufeful for the defence of the place,
but at the fame time to watch him as a fpy. And in

order to prevent his getting out ofthe city, or holding

any correfpondence with the Turks, he let fix foldiers

as a guard over him, who never loll fight of him
wherever he went. The German, purluant to his or-

ders, would fain have reconnoitred the weakefl places
of the town; but as loon as he came near a bulwark or

a baltion, he was always accofled by fome commander
or other, who, with a cold and fevere air, asked him
what he wanted : fo that fearing to make himlelf at

lad fufpected, and to be treated as a fpy, he kept him-

felf retired in the lodging that was afligned him.

The balha, whilft he was waiting the fuccels of his

treafon, and their mutual intelligence,
3 continued bat-

tering the tower of St. Nicholas with his biggell artil-

lery : they fired above three hundred cannon-mot a-

gainfl it ; the fide towards the fea, which was llrength-
ened with a rampart, bore the brunt of the

artillery

very well ; but that part of the wall which was over

againfl the town was entirely beaten down. The flones

and rubbilh by a lucky accident flopped at the foot of
the wall, heaped one upon another, but in the form of

a flope,
° Cacurfm. p. 3. verso,
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a fiope, fo that it ferved en the outfide as a fecond

wall.

Tee grand matter however, knowing that the fafety
of the town depended on the preservation of this fort,

lent the fiower of his knights into it under the conduct

of the commander Carreto, of the language of Italy, a

knight of approved valour, and conlidered as one of

the firtt of the order. Thefe gallant knights worked

night and day to intrench themielves, and raifed bat-

terries to defend the breach. The grand matter, ob-

ferving that in certain places the lea was lbmetimes fo

low, that the Turks might ford it, and get upon the

mole, caufed tables and planks thick let with nails

and iron fpikes to be thrown into the water tofpoil the

bottom. At the fame time they fit out ibme fire fhips

at the foot of the rocks that lay about the tower, to let

fire to the enemy's gallies
if they fliould otter to ap-

proach too near. A body of French and Spanifh

knights pott themfelves by his order in the town ditch,

in order to defend the approaches, or upon the leaft

fignal to throw themselves into the fort, and re-in-

force the garrifon. After all thefe precautions, the

grand matter, not caringto leave the defence of fo im-

portant a place to any body's care but his own, threw

himfelf into it with the vilcount de Monteil his bro-

ther, and other volunteers, who would needs mare
with him in the manifett danger to which he was

cxpofing himfelf.

And indeed the bafha orders the afTault to be given
the next day, which was the ninth ofJune ; and two
hours before day break his gallies and light veffels,

with a body of infantry aboard, advance towards the

tower with a favourable wind. They foon reach the

mole, their fbldiers leap afhore with great fhoiits, and

advanced boldly to the afTault in fpite of all the fire

made from feveral batteries that pla)ed upon them. The

difficulty of mounting the breach obliged them to make
life of ladders ; they clapped them on with an air of

intrepidity
to that heap of ftones which the cannon had

beat down; and which ferved as a forewall to the place,
and
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-and mounted to the dorm fword in hand, with a refo-

lution great enough to aflonifli any other men but the

knights. The grand matter was upon the breach, and

performed the office of a captain and a fbldier at one

and the fame time. His armour was pierced through
in feveral places in this engagement, and a fhard-of

flone having carried off his helmet without wounding
him, he, without any concern at all, took off the hat

of the firft foldier that "flood next him. The fear of

other accidents flill more fatal, made the knights, who
knew not what it was to tremble for themielves, to be

under the greateit apprehenflons for the fafety of the

grand mafter: and the commander Caretto begging
him with great relpccl:, in the name of the whole or-

der, to retire, and leave the care of defending the

breach to his knights,
"

This, fays he to him, is the
4i

pofl of honour that belongs to your grand mafter :"

And turning himfelf towards Caretto,
" And if I am

" killed there, added lie, with an obliging fmile, you
u have more to hope than I have to fear:" giving him

thereby to underftand, that his great valour made him
think he merited to be his fucceflor.

The knights following the example, and
fighting

in the prefence of the grand mafler, lined the breach ;

and for want of a wall, made a rampart with their

bodies. Some overturn the fcalinp
1

ladders ; others

throw down maffes of vaft weight, that crufli the be-

fiegers to pieces in their fall ; nor are there wanting
fome who throw fire-works and boiling oil on the af-

failants : every one has a fhare in the attack, and all

exert themielves in a refiflance that feems to be fuoeri-

or to human ftrength. The Turks don't appear any
way daunted ; not one of them draws back from dan-

ger. If the knights flrike any of them down frcrn

the ladders, their places are immediately fupplied by o-

thers who prefs on to mount. Such as could not get
to the polls of danger at the foot of the wall, fired up-
on the breach with their muskets, annoyed the knights
with their arrows, or elfe tried to lay hold of them
Vol. UL F with <
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with cramp-irons fattened to cords, and Co pull them
down to the ground in order to cut them to pieces.
'Tvvould be impofllble to relate all the actions of

the mod finilhed valour that were performed by private

perfons of each party : hiftory has not preferved the

particulars of them. At length lire, whole ftrength is

greater and more terrible than that of men, de-

termined the fate of this furious attack. The firefhips
of rhe order fattening themfelves to feyeral of the

Turkifh gallies, fet them on lire ; the cannon of the

city play'd upon the reft ; and the knights, whofc force

and courage feemed to redouble with the heat of the

attack, made fuch a dreadful fire with their fmall (hot,

that the infidels, after the lols of their principal lead-

ers, took to their heels, and in their precipitate retreat,

were drowned or killed in great numbers on the iea-

fliore, as they were crowding to get aboard their vel-

lels.

This III fuccefs, inflead of daunting the baflia, did

but exafpei ate him the more againft the knights. But

that he might not fnew an unreafonable obftinacy in

continuing the attack of a place whither the grand
mailer feemed to have drawn all his forces, he turned

all his efforts againfl: the body of the place. By his

orders two attacks were carried on at the fame time,
one againft

the quarter of the Jews, and the other to-

wards the poll:
of the Italian inn. But the iatter was

only a falfe attack ; the true one was againft the Jews
wall: the bafna railed feveral batteries to beat it down';
and though, as hiftorians of that time relate, it was

twenty eight foot thick, yet being old, and notftrength-
ened by a rampart, the force of the artillery fbon put
it in a tottering condition. The grand mafter, in or-

der to be provided for the Turks if they fhould attempt
a ftorm, ordered feveral houfes to be pulled down, and

dug a very broad and deep ditch on the fpot where

they ftood, behind which they railed a new brick wall,
fuftained by a thick rampart, a work which (eems in-

credible confidering the fhort time employed in finifh-

ing it. But as they all faw the neceffity of it,
and the

danger
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danger the town was expoled to, every body worked

at it with equal ardor. The grand mailer himielf,

and the moft antient commanders by his example, per-

formed the office of workmen and pioneers. All the

inhabitants, without diftinclion ofage, (ex, or condi-

tion, worked night and day : and the Greeks and

Latins, who had fuch fiequent disputes in time of peace,
now laid all afide, except that of a generous emulati-

on, in (b-iving who mould (hit finifti the task they had

taken upon themielves. The Jewifli women, as well

as theChriftian, being threatened with an odiousflavery,
and dreading (till more the indignities they mould be

expofed to, if the city mould be taken by ftorm, drudg-
ed at the work as well as the men. The very nuns

came out of their convents, and aflated the workmen
with an incredible zeal. Every body was then a ibldi-

er or pioneer. E/ery one conipired and united in the

defence of their common country; and it was owing to

this general zeal that the grand mafter was able in (b

fhort a time to finifn fuch great wot ks, which in any other

juncture couldnot.have been performed in feveralmon-hs.

In the mean time the artillery of the Infidels was

continually battering the wall ; nothing could reiift

their balilisks and great cannon : and the noiie ofthem

was heard from the ide of Lango, which is an hundred,

miles weft of Rhodes to the iile of Chateauroux, which
is the fame di (lance from it to the eaft. Their mortars

at the fame time threw ftones of prodigious ftze, which

flying through the air by the force of powder fell into

the city, and lighting upon houles, broke through the

roofs, made their way through the (everal ftones, and
crufh'd to pieces all that they fell upon : no body was
fafe from them; and it was this kind of attack that

gave the greateft terror to the Rhodians.

The grand mafter, to lodge the women and chil-

dren efpecially in aplace of iecurity, ordered them to re-

tire into a quarter of the city that lay fartheft diftant

from the batteries, and was to the weft between the

houfes and ramparts. On this place they laid great beams,

by way of roof, and made it fofubftantial and thick, that

there was no manner of danger from the great ftones :

F 2 and
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and to pay the bafha in his own coin, the grand ma-
tter, with the help of the mod skilful engineers, fet

the carpenters of the town at work to make a wooden

engine that would alio throw quarries of ftone of a

prodigious bulk : and thefe flones not only crufh'd all

the foldiers to pieces that were within their reach, but

their vafl weight falling upon hollow ground, they
broke through and killed the workmen in the bottom
of their mines. The knights out of raillery called this

machine the TRIBUTE, alluding to that which Ma-
homet a demand he order,' and giving him with-
al to undeutand that he was to expert no other kind of

payment.
In the mean time the general of the Infidels pufhed

on his approaches with vigour ; and his artillery hav-

ing made great breaches, he lent to reconnoitre them,
in order to an affault. But he was ftrangely furprifed
to learn, that the knights had made a deep ditch, and

raifed a new wall behind the eld one. He was likewile

told by feme deferters, that by the grand mailer's care

and vigilance, the women and children efpecialJy had

no occafion to dread the terrible effect of the (tones,

which now would only fall upon empty houfes.

The bafha, enraged to find in the grand mailer's

ilngle perfcn continual obflacles to all his enterprifes,

relblved to get rid ofhim at any rate, and get him dif-

patched by dagger or poifon. For the execution of

this bale defign, he pitched upon two deferters of the

garrifon, who fince their defertion had renounced the

faith ; the one a Dalmatian, and the other an Alba-

nian. Thefe two renegadoes, tempted by the alluring

promifes of the bafha, and in concert with him, quit-

ted his army, and got back into the town, as if they
had made their efcape out of the hands of the Infidels

after having been taken in a fally. They received them

into the place with joy, and without the lead diffidence.

The villains were already beginning to rejoice for the

fuccefs which they expected in their undertaking ; the

Dalmatian, as they pretend, had actually bribed an in-

ferior

* Caoutfin, p. 7,
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ferior officer of his table, who only waited a favour-

able opportunity to execute the horrid conspiracy. The

Albanian, who was acquainted with the grand mailer's

fecretary, finding him dilcontentcd with that prince,

was imprudent enough to open himlelf to him ; and .

(hewing him letters iealed with the bama's leal, pro-

mifed him the firft dignities of the empire, and irn-

menfe wealth, if he would execute what the Albanian

propofed to him in his name. The fecretary, who was

a man of great honour, diicovered it immediately to the

grand mailer; upon which the Albanian was (eized, and

being put to the torture diicovered his accomplice ;

but before they could be carried to the place of execu-

tion they were both torn to pieces by the people.
The bafha, not difcouraged at the ill fucceis of his

fhameful and abominable defign, had again recourfe

to open force, and without quitting the attack of the

Jews quarter, he, by the advice of the principal offi-

cers of his army, relumed the firlt project of the Ger-

man, and reiblved to carry the tower of St. Nicholas.

A canal, which indeed was pretty narrow, ran

between this tower and the place where the Infidels

were encamped ; and in order to attack it, it was ne-

cefTary to crofs the canal, or that little arm of the lea

which is formed by one of the bays before mentioned.

The general of the gallies, the commander of the

troops of Anatclia, and Merla-3ey, fon-in-law to one

of Mahomet's fons, all officers of great experience and

valour, undertook to make the attack, and land the

troops neceflTary for the execution of it upon the mole.

For this purpoie they framed a bridge which wras to

reach from St. Anthony's church to the tower; and for

the guiding andplacing one end ofitupon the point of the

mole of St. Nicholas, a Turkifh engineer in the night
time carried an anchor to the place, and fixed it to the

foot of a rock which was covered with the lea water* ;

putting through the ring of the anchor a great cable

which was fixed to the head of the bridge, and was to

make it go forwards by means of the capftan. But an

F 3 Englifc
•
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•
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Englifh feaman, whofe name hiftory has not thought
unworthy to be preferved, called Gervafe Rogers, be-

ing accidentally on the place, and having obierved all

that the Turkiih engineer did without difcovering him-

ielf, fuffered him to go away at a diftance, and then

plunged into thefea, privately loos'd the cable which he
left upon the fcrand, carried off the anchor, and brought
it to the grand mailer, who gave him a very hand-
tome reward. The Turks, when their bridge was got

ready, endeavoured to make it go forwards by means
of the cable, but foon found by the eafe which they had
in pulling it to them,that their ftratagem was difcovered

and difappointed.
The bafha, difappointed in this expedient, got to°

gethcr a great number of boats to fuftain this floating

bridge, and tow it in the night to the fide of the mole
where it was to be fattened. The foldiers got upon
the mole, and were filing continually one after ano-

ther over the bridge, whilft the galiots and other light
vefTcls at the fame time landed feveral companies of the

braveft troops of the army on the other fide. They
all fed themfclves with hopes of furprizingthe Chrifti-

ans ; but d'Aubuflbn, who had foreleen this fecond

attack, after having re-inforced the gam fon and lined

the wall with a body of intrepid musketeers and a good
number of cannon, was expecting them refolutely on

the breach. At the noiie which the Turks made in

getting upon the mole, they, by his orders, made in

the dark two fuch furious difcharges on all lides, that

abundance ofthe Infidels were killed.

The bafha, who was in perfon at the head of this

enter} rile, not to expofe his foldiers longer to the fire

of the fortrefs, made them advance to the foot of the

fort, on that fide where his artillery had made great

breaches. They foon came to blows, and without

any other light than what came from firepots, grana-

does and vollies of fire arms, a long and obftinate en-

gagement enfued. The bridge and galiots fuppiied the

Turks continually with frefh troops. Never did thofe

Infidels fhew fo much valour and fo refclutc a courage.
Some
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Some of them by the help of their ladders mounted to

the top of the breach, and (corning to retire, chofe ra-

ther to be killed than ask quarter. Merla-Bey flood

his ground almoft alone upon the ruins of the tower ;

and making himfelf a rampart with the corpfe of dead

ibldiers, and covered all over with wounds, he killed

feveral knights with his own hand, but at lad ftrik-

i»g a foldier who had juft wounded him with his fabre

and whom he flew with the blow, he fell dead by his

fide. Nor was the combat upon the fea lefs furious.

The fnefliips, which the grand mafter had prepared,

grappled with the Turkifh gallies that battered the

fort, and fet them on fire. The cries of thole that

crowded to get out of the fire that blazed about them ;

the fmoke and roaring of the cannon ; the groans of

wounded ; the horror too of the darknefs, all was not

able to damp the courage of the combatants : they ail

feemed refoived either to vanquifh or die. The lame

valour and refolution was conlpicuous on both fides.

How many heroick acYions hath the darknefs of the

night concealed from our knowledge. In fine, the day

appeared, and difcovered the lofs fuftained by the In-

fidels. The fea was covered with floating carcafes,

bows, arrows, turbants, and the hulks of their gallies

ftill in a fmoke. To make their calamities ftill greater,

the gunners of the fort obferving when day-light ap-

peared, the enemies bridge thronged with foldiers that

were coming to the fuccour of their comrades, levelled

their cannon againft it, and beat the bridge to pieces :

others pretend it was broke by the crowd of Infidels

that were flying over it. Thofe barbarians, notable any

longer to bear up againft the Chriftians, gave over the.

attack, nothwithftanding the prayers and threats of

their officers, and fled for their lives to the veflTels in

which they fir ft came.

Several knights at the head of the garrifbn purfu-
ed and cut a good number of them to pieces. Merry
or Mederic du Puis, whom I have followd in feveral

places of this relation, tells us, that a Francifcan friar,

Anthony Fradin by name, was one of the hotteft in

this
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this purfuit ; that he ran with a fabre in his hand into

the tea as high as his wafte to hinder the Infidels from

re-embarking ;
that he killed feveral of them, and

cut off their heads, and that the Infidels loft in this en-

gagement above two thouiand five hundred men : and

we may reafonably conclude, especially in a combat

tbatwas chiefly fought during the darkncfsof the night,

that this could not have happened without the order's

likewife loflng feveral of its knights. 'Tis indeed ge-

nerally allowed, that they were almoft all wounded ;

but they do not reckon above twelve killed, and who,
with the lofs of their lives fealed the profeffion they made
of defending the order to the lad drop of their blood.

This ill fuccefs threw the Turks ini:o a confterna-

tion, which was fucceeded by a melancholy filence

for three days together all over the camp ; they funk

into a kind of indolence ; the general himfelf was in*

fedted with it, and could not tell what refolution to

take : but as he dreaded Mahomet's choler and indigna-
tion as much as he did the iword of the knights, he at

laft came out of this lethargy, and railing his fpirits,

applied himfelf again to the liege, and renewed his at-

tacks with as much fury as ever. He had no encou-

ragement to go on with that of the tower ; he therefore

returned to the pofts of Italy and the Jews, which he

battered again with all his artillery. But to conceal

the place where he really defigned his attack, he railed

other batteries againft different quarters of the walls.

The relations of the fiege tell us, that there were three

thoufand five hundred vollies made by thefe bafilisks

and great cannon, which quite battered down a great

part of the walls, towers and ravelins. Thefe infer-

nal machines had dreadful effects, but they were not

his only way of attacking: he had foldiers and pioneers

continually at work, fome of which carried earth and

fafcinesto fill up the ditch, whilft fome were digging un-

der ground and others pufhing on the galleries,and prepar-

ing mines to blow up the fortifications that were left.

The town was open on all fides, but above all the place
of
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of the low town and the Jews quarter ieemed the mod
ruined and in the greateft danger.

In this extremity the knights
a that guarded the Ger-

man engineer took him to the breach, mewed him the

ruins of it, the works of the befiegers, the condition

of the ditch which was in a manner filled up, and de-

fired the afliftance of his art againft the danger they
were in. At this fight, whatever diflimulatibn the trai-

tor had practiced iince his being in the place, he yet

could not help discovering an ill-natured fotisfacti-

on, when imn : ly recollecting him/elf, he returned

to the part he acted, and pretended to lament the mil-

fortune of Rhodes and the knights :
t( What fuccour,

a
fays he to them, can you hope for in a place that is

f<
open on all fides, furrounded with a hundred thou-

u fand men ready toftorm it, and which muft infallibly
" be carried at the firft affault I" However, to keep
on playing his old game, he declared hirnfelf 'of o-

pinion, that they mould change the place of their

batteries, and by a new piece of treachery, which
he had undoubtedly concerted with the bafha before

they parted, he got them to raife batteries in the weak-
eft places of the town, to llgnify to the Turks "where

they mould direct their own ; and under pretence of

making himielf ierviceable, he would needs point and

fire the cannon himelf : but they ibon found that he

not only (hot at random, but occafioned likewile frefli

cannonadings to be made againft the place that he fired

from. Thele different observations made him to be the

more fufpected. He was brought before the council of

war; and faltering feveral times in his anfwers to the

queftions which the judges put to him, he was, in or-

der to have his contradictions laid open, put to the tor-

ture, when he at laft owned that he was come into

the place by theexprels order ofMahomet, and that for

no other end but to deliver it up, if he could,to the In-

fidels; that though he was watched by the guards whom
the grand mafter let over him, he had neverthelefs found

means to convey very uieful advices into their camp ;

that
*
Dupuis p. 60.
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that this was not the (lift place he had betrayed under

pretence of a feigned repentance ; and that he had him-
feif been the lole occafion of the lofs of an infinite

number of Chriftians. His confefiion was brought to>

the grand maftef, who immediately ordered the infa-

mous villain to be executed.

But fome Italian and Spatrifh knights did not fail

to reflect upon what he had (aid of the danger the city
was in of being carried at the firft afTault, this was in-

deed but too vilible : they communicated to each other

their mutual fright : the cabal grew ftrong, and tecret

conferences were held, the refult whereof was, that

fince there was no laving of Rhodes, it was not juft to

faciifice what knights were (till left to the deiperate
humour of the grand mafter, a man who did not care

to fbrvive the lofs of his principality ; but that they,
whatever he had resolved to the contrary, ought to lave

the knights and inhabitants by an honourable compo-
fition. Thefe murmurs and fcandalous projects loon

reached the palace. The grand mafter had notice of

them : he lent for thefe knights; and as if he confider-

ed them no longer among the profefled members of

the order,
"

Gentlemen, fays he to them, if any of
"

you think yourlelves not fafe in the place, the port
"

is not yetfoclofely blocked up, but that you may find'

€t
. means to get out." When affuming an air of ma-

jefty, indignation and wrath, he added. " But if you
" think fit to ftay with us, fpeak not a word more
" about a compofition, for if you do, your lives fhall

"
pay for it."

These terrible words Hlled thofe knights with-

fhame and confufion : and they had a very happy effect,

for they immediately called up in their minds all their

brave and heroick fentiments. They detefted their own
weaknefs, and all promifed to make atonement for it

by the facrifice of their own blood, or of that of the In-

fidels : and they were afterwards always the firft to ex-

pofe themfelves to thegreateft dangers. Nor would it

have been pofhble for men of lefs refolution to have re-

filled the continual attacks of the Turks. The bafha

battered
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battered the city night and day without giving the bc-

fieged the lead: intermiflion : but as his principal de-

fign was to make the aflault on the fide of the Jews
wall, and the ditch was (till of a confiderable depth,
his foldicrs, by his orders, and under the fire of his

cannon, worked with Lb much ardor and luccefs, that

they at laft filled it up, (b that a fquadron of horfe might

eafiiy march over it into the town.

Every thing was ready for the aflault. There were
neither ditches, nor walls, nor towers, to hinder the

Turks in making it. But the bama, who dreaded the

heroick valour of the knights, more than he did the

fortifications of art. and was for laving his troops, lent

to the grand mafter to propole a conference, in hopes
of prevailing with him to iurrender rather than wait

the laft extremities. The grand mafter, in order to

gain time to make new retrenchments, was not averfe

to the propofal. The conference was held the next day

by the ditch fide. The bafha was not there in perfon,
but lent one of the principal officers of his army in his

Head; and the grand mafter on his fide a
deputed brother

Anthony Gaultier caftellan of Rhodes for that purpole.
The Turklih efficer, laying afide that proud air and

haughty way which Mahomet's formidable power ge-

nerally impired into his minifters, pielfed the knights
to prevent the calamities which ufually attend a place
taken by llorm. He told the caftellan, that a gallant
defence juftly deferved the efteem and praifes even of
the enemy, if they had any profpect of good fuccefs ;

but that valour ought to have its bounds, and that it

was not Lb much courage as a rafh madnels to throw
themfelvcs into perils out of which there was no pof-

fibility of efcaping ; that it was likewife a fort of in-

humanity to involve innocent people therein, under

pretence of defending them; that the walls of the town
were demolifhed, the towers beaten down, the ditches

filled up ; that Rhodes in fine was no more, or at leaff.

was only a confuled mals of rubbifh and heap of aibes,
which the bafiia could make himlelf mafter of in an af-

fault

*
Dupuis p. 67,
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fault of two hours continuance only. When putting
on afoft and insinuating air, he begged ofhim to prevail
with the grand matter and the council to come to a

prudent composition, and prevent a general malTacre
of the knights and inhabitants, the diftionour of the

women and maidens, and all the horrors that are inle-

parable always from a place taken by florm,and fword
in hand.

Though the grand matter a did not appear at this

conference, he yet was not far off. He heard all the

Turk's artful diicourfe; and by his orders the caftellan

of Rhodes anfwered, that the bafha was very ill ferved

by his fbies, who had not given him a true account of

the condition and forces of the place; that if theTurks
dm ft make an affault, they would inftead of a wall,
fin new ditches, works and intrenchments within,
which would put them to the expence of a vaft deal of

blood before they could force them ; but though they
had not fuch obstacles to fiirmount, yet the city was

ilrong enough as long as it was defended by the knights,
who had all but one heart and one mind, and no view
in nature but the defence of the faith, and the honour

and glory of the order; and that men who were not a-

fraid of death, were a much ftronger fortification than

walls and baftions. Thus ended the conference ; the

Tarkifh envoy retired, and gave the bafha to under-

stand, that there was no depending on acompofition, and

that nothing but the force of arms could determine the

fate of Rhodes.

The bafha, vexed and afhnmed that he had made
fucn a ftep to no purpofe, fwore in the tranfports of his

paffion, that he would put all to the fword. They
likewise Sharpened a great number of flakes by his or-

der, for impaling the knights and inabitants ; he pro-
mi ted the plunder ofthe city to his foldiers, and com-

manded ladders and the necefTary machines for an af-

fault tobe carried to feveral places in order to oblige the

knights to divide their forces. But the true attack and main

effort of his forces was directed againft the Jews quar-
ter

8
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ter which was the moft ruined. There were not the

leall footlleps of a wall to he feen in that place, as we

have oblerved ; the ditch was filled up, and to hinder

the knights from making intrenchments, or even from

appearing on the breaches, leveral batteries were kept

firing a whole day and night without inter.nillion, and

carried off every thing that appeared upon them. In

fine, the day following, July 27. a little after fun-ril-

ing, the Turks advance in good order, and with great

filence, get without making any noife upon the ram-

parts,
and make themfelves mailers of them, without

finding the leall refinance. The Chrillians who were

upon their guard, had, to avoid the fury of the can-

non that played continually, polled themfelves at the

bottom of a flope which was made by the rubbifh of

the wall on their fide, and moll of them being worn

out with watching and fatigues were unluckily afleep.

The Turks proud of this beginning of fuccefs fix their

colours, and fortify themfelves in that poll. The bafha

agreeably furprifed with this happy beginning, orders

new troops to advance, fo that the rampart was loon

covered with them.

Rhodes would have been loll: without an immedi-

ate fuccour, but the grand mailer having notice of the

danger the place was in, ordered the great llandard of

the order to be immediately difplayed, and turning
himielf towards the knights that he had kept about

him, in order to march to the places which fhould be

moll prefled,
" Let us go, my brethren, fays he to

u to them with a noble fortitude, and fight for the
Ki faith and the defence of Rhodes, or bury ourlelves in
€i

its ruins. a" He advances immediately in great hallc

at the head of thole knights, and fees with furprize five

and twenty hundred Turks mailers of the breach, the

rampart and all the platform about it. As the houfes

and ilreets were much lower, there was no going to

them, or getting upon the rampart, but by two ftair

cafes, which had been made formerly, but which were

Vol. III. G then
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then covered with the rubbifh of the wall. The grand
mailer takes a ladder, claps ii himielf to that heap of

ftones, and without regarding thofe that the enemies

threw upon him, mounts firft with an half-pike in his

hand •, the*knights in imitation of his bravery, fome

with ladders, and others climbing up the rubbifh, ex-

ert themfelves to the utmoft in following him, and get

to be top of the rampart,
There was feen on this occafion, contrary to what

is generally pracYi.ed in lieges, the befieged themielves

mounting to the ailault, and the befiegers (landing on

the defenfive. The Infidels repulie the Chriftians with

their musket-ihoi and arrows, or elfe by rolling down

great (tones upon them. All the valour of thele cou-

racrious knights could not force its way through
fo vigorous an opposition. Several were cruihed to

death by the weight of the (tones rolled down upon
them. The grand mafter himfdf was twice thrown

down ;
but in ipite of impending death, and which

prefented
itfelf on all fides and without regarding two

wounds he had juft received, he gets up and bravely

mounts again through a continual fire of muskets, and

mowers of arrows and (tones ; and leconded by his

o-allant knights, leaps at la(t upon the rampart on which

the Turks had potted themielves. The combat was

then upon more equal terms ; the knights fall fword

in hand upon the Infidels ; they dole on both fides in

a moment, with a reciprocal fury ; all are engaged, and

feem refolved to vanquifli. One fide to maintain its

firll advantage, and the other to regain a pod on which

the lafety of the place depended. The grand mafter

diftinguiflied
himielf more by hi.s furprizing valour

than by his dignity : he killed feveral officers of the

Turks with his own hand, and threw others of them

down from the walls.

Victory began to declare itfelf in his favour. The

Turks give way; their battalions open ; the ba(ha, who

perceived it, ordered a body of janizaries to advance

immediately to their fupport ; he himielf advanced

alio by their fide, with his fabre in hand, either to

encou-
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encourage them, or to kill luch as mould retire back.

He (bon diicovered the grand mailer, not lb much by
his

gilt arms, as by the deadly blows he gave. As he

had not been able to deftroy him by poitbn, as has

been already leen, he engaged (everal janizaries, by
the hopes of a great reward, to attack him particularly;,

and by his death revenge the blood of their compani-
ons* Twelve of the molt relblute foldiers of that

body devoted them lei ves, as it were to death, in order

to dilpatch him. They rulh headlong into the midtt

of the engagement, charge the Chriftians with vigour,

pierce their ranks, open a way to the grand mailer,

and in fpite of the knights that furrounded his perfon,

attack him, and give him five great wounds at once,

The ardor with which he was enflamed in the heat of

the combat, hindered him at fir ft from feeling them :

he fought on lbme time longer with his uilial valour.

The knights (eeing the blood that flowed from his

wounds, begged of him to retire ; but that great man,
in Head of complying with their affectionate intreaties,

cried out,/' Let us die in this place, my dear brethren,,
i( rather than retire. Can we ever die more glori-
"

ouily than in the defence of our faith and religlr
" on?"
These heroick lentiments, the wounds he had re-

ceived, the blood that was dreaming fromthem, and the

delire of revenging him, animated the knights and

Chriftian foldiers in filch a manner, that mad with vex-

ation, and like men that were relblved not to furvive

their leaders, they throw them felves like furies into the

thickeft of the enemies, and make an horrible {laugh-
ter of them. The Turks daunted at their blows which

rage infpired with an uncommon force, take them for

other men, or for ibmething more than man. Terror

feizes their Ipiritsjthey lofe all Jente and judgment with
their courage; they all take to their heels, and in this

dilbrder and confulion kill one another to make them-

felveswav- Theknights make advantage of thisconfter-

nation, and not fatisiied with having regained the breach,

they iaily out and purfue the Turks. In vain does the.

G 2 balha.
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bafha labour to make them take heart j in fpite of
his promifes and threats the flight becomes general ;

they drag him along with them in the univerfal rout,
and he was glad to get into his camp for refuge ; he
afterwards made the beft of his way to his mips and

gallies, and went on board with as much fhame as

vexation.

The grand matter covered over with his own blood
and with that of his enemies, but more with glory, was
carried into his palace, where by the care of his knights
and the good wifhes of all his people, he recovered his

health in a liitle time. As fcon as he was able to

walk, he went to the church of St. John to return

thanks to the God of hofts for the victory he had won :

and in order to leave fbme lading monuments of his

acknowledgements and piety, he built three churches

in honour of the blefled virgin and the patron-
iaints of the order. He made feveral foundations in

thele churches, to pray to God for ever for the fouls of

the knights that were killed in this bloody liege. The
furviving knights that had fignaiized themielves mod:

were diftingui fried by his favours, in which even the

meaneft foldiers had their (hare ; and to give fome re-

lief to the peafants and inhabitants of the country,
whole lands had been ravaged by the infidels, he dis-

tributed corn among them for their fubfiftence till the

next harveft, and exempted them for fbme years from'

the taxes they ufed to pay before the fiege.

If the grand mailer made all the inhabitants of

Rhodes happy by his victory and liberality, Mahomet
on the contrary, upon the fir ft news he had of the raid-

ing of the liege, fell into a rage that made every body
tremble ; he was for ftrangling his general and the

principal officers of his army ; no body durft appear in

his pretence. Paleologus thought himfelf happy with

the lofs only of his dignity : Mahomet banifhed him to

Gallipoli. After the firft violence of his paflion was

over, ill order to confole himfelf in fome meafure, he

declared that his troops were never fuccefsful but when
under
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under his own conduct, and he refolved the next cam-

paign to put himielf at the head of his army.
The preparations which he made for tlv.it purpofc

were extraordinary : he muttered no left than -ooooo

men, and the general rendezvous was in Bhhynia, a

province adjoining to Lyeia, where they laid he was to

embark, in order to pa^s over to Khodes.
"
Others fui-

peeled that this great armament was dcfiglied againit
the ibldan of Egypt, and they founded their conjecture

upon prince Zizim, one of his ions, having already
fallen into Syria by his orders. Be this as it will, Ma-
homet had palfed the Hellespont, and was marching
with great diligence through Anatolia ; when a blow

from heaven put a ftopto his enterprizes. A violent

fit of the cholick carried him orfat a little town of Bi-

thynia called Teggiar Tzair. He died on the third of

May, A. D. 148 1. They carried his body to Con-

ftantinople, to inter it in a mofque of his own founda-

tion : and though that prince had conquered two em-

pires, twelve kingdoms, and above three hundred

towns, yet the epitaph put over him, which indeed

they pretend he drew up himielf, makes no mention

at all of thole great actions ; as if he reckoned them
for nothing in companion of his lafb projects. All they

put over his tomb was nine or ten Turkifh words only,
the purport of which is as follows ;

i designed to conquer rhodes,
And subdue proud Italy.

Mahomet by his death left the princes Bajazet and 25-

zim his Ions heirs to his vaft empire. They found it

however too narrow for their vaft ambition : neither

ofthem would hear a word of dividing it : both were
for reigning alone. Caourlin, a contemporary hiftori-

an, and vice-chancellor of the order of Si: John, pre-
tends that Bajazet was the elder. Jaligni, another hif-

torian of the fame time, gives the right of
elderfhip to

Zizim, a queftion of no great coniequence in a war-
like nation, where arms had almoft always decided

the poffeflion of the crown.

G 3 Bajazet
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Bajazet loved ftudy more than war, and he loved

wine yet better than ftudy. The Turks afcribe to him
a tranflation into their language of the works of Aver-

roes, the famous Arabian philolbpher, the ornament of

Cordova where he was born. Zizim, lefs voluptuous
than his brother, had always (hewn a great impatience
of following the example of his father, and acquiring

glory by war. They pretend, that thefe two brothers

had never feen one another but once. Mahomet, who
had an infatiable third after fovereign power, had al-

ways kept them afunder, for fear they mould unite a-

gainft him. At the time of that prince's death, Ba-

jazet refided at Amafia, a city (ituated upon the Black-

iea, in the fartheft part of Cappadocia, and Zizim's

refidence was at Magnefia, a city of Caria.

In this remote ablence of the two brothers, the:

bama's and great officers of the crown were divided a-

bout the choice of an emperor. Every one efpouled
the fide that bed fuited his interefl or inclination. Ma-

homet, then grand vizier or firft bafha, who had fuc-

ceeded Mifach Paleologus in that dignity, had mod
inclination to Zizim. But the bafha Cherlec-Ogli, foil

in law to Bajazet, feizing on the treafures of Mahomet,
made ufe of them to gain the janizaries of the porte.

Achmet Geduc, another bafha, and the greateft cap-
tain then among the Turks, being returned from Italy,

where he had taken the town of Otranto, got the army
he commanded to declare in favour of Bajazet.

They were lurpriied that this general, who was

born a foldier and train'd up in war, and who befides

in Mahomet's lifetime had had very warm quarrels

with Bajazet, mould prefer him to Zizim, a prince of

extraordinary valour. But he did this probably from

a political view, with regard to his own private intereft,

fancying, that he mould be more neccffaiy and confider-

able under an unwarlike prince, given up entirely toli-

bertiniiin, than under the dominion of a fultan who
would command his troops in peribn. Whatever was

his motive, Bajazet 's party, by the dexterity and good
eonduft of thole that had the management of it, got

the
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the better, and that prince was proclaimed grand feig-

nior at Conftantinople : and in order not to leave the

throne empty in his abfence, his partiians let up in it, in

quality of his lieutenant, one of his ions, named Corcu-

tus/,a young prince, who though Icarce eight years old

(hewed a great uuwillingnefsio quit it afterwards, when

upon the arrival of the fultan his father he was forced

to deliver it up to him.

Zizim, who was at a greater diftance from Con-

ftantinople, was later in receiving advice of Mahomet's
death. He fet out immediately on his way thither,

but being informed that hh brother had got the ftart of

him, and that that capital of the empire had declared

in his favour, he returned back, put himfelf at the head

of the army that he commanded in Syria, levied new

troops, leized on Burfa and all Bithynia, and relblved

to wait the coming up of his enemy in that place.

Baj azet, to hinder him from fortifying himfelf in

Ada, ordered his beft troops to march immediately a-

gai nft him. This army was compofed chiefly of jani-
zaries and fpahi's, i. e. the flower of ihe Turkifh in-

fantry and cavalry, which were reinforced with a good
body of European troops, fuperior in force and courage
to the Afiatick, who were molt of them effeminated

by the pleafures and mxury of the country. What
made this army ftill more formidable was, that the va-

liant Achmet, the darling of the ibldiery, was general
of it, and Bajazet, who was indebted to him for the

favour of the troops, by committing the general com-
mand of them to him, made him again the fovereign
dilpofer of his fortune and empire.
Achmet having palled the Bofphorus, entered Ada,

and advanced towards Burfa. Zizim did not think it

proper to (hut himfelfup in that place and (land a
(lege.

He therefore marched out, and advanced forward a-

gainft his brother's forces. They foon came to an en-

gagement : a great empire was to be the prize of the
victorious. Zizim, in order to obtain it, was incredi-

bly valiant : that prince with (abre in hand charged all

that ftood before him : the combat was bloody and ob-

ftinate



go Hljlory of the Knights-of'Malt a*

dinate on both fides: they took no prilbners, and gave
no quarter on either fide;- and it was fbmetime before

it could be didinguifhed on what fide the victory would

fall. But Achmet, after letting the enemy ibend all

their fire, putting himielf at the head of a body of re-

serve and frefh troops that had not yet fought, made

fo furious a charge on the Afiaiicks, that their troops,

confifting mod of new levies, could no longer fuftain

the mock of the Europeans. In vain did Zizim exert

himielfto renew and maintain the battle; rallying his

cavalry ieveral times, and returning to the charge.
'

The braved of them, who never quitted him in the

battle, fell almod all by his fide. Achmet met with

very little oppofition from the infantry : mod of them

were cut to pieces; fuch as efcaped the /word of the

victorious fled for their lives, and the fear of falling in-

to Bajazet's power, forced Zizim at lad to do the

fame.

The night coming on was favourable tohisefcape.

He threw himielf into the midd of a foreft. As the

night concealed the greatnefs of his lois from him, he

fed himielf with ihe hopes of rallying his troops the

next day, and trying again the fortune of war. But

not being able to get above forty horiemen together,

and all the red being either killed or diiperled, he had

no other courie to take, but to get away as fad as pof-

fiblefrom a place which had proved i'o unfortunate, and

might verv well be more fatal to him : he was how-

ever under a difficulty about relolving on a place totake

refuge in. Among thole that dill continued about

him, tome ofthem propofed Egypt to him, where Cait-

Bei reigned as foldan, whild others were for his apply-

ing either to the piince of Caramania, or the grand

mader of Rhodes, all of them either open enemies of

the Turks, or jealous of their power. Zizim deter-

mined in favour of the foldan, the dronged poten-

tate of the three. Faffing always through by-roads,

he <^ot fafe with his little troop into Syria, went on in-

to Paledine, came to Jerufalem, vifited the mofque,

which they called the temple of Salomon; where he
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paid his devotions, and eroding the defarts of Arabia,

arrived at Grand Cairo. He was received as a ibvereign

prince, with all the honours and ceremonies due to his

birth, but in reality with an indifference., fuch as

princes ulually dilcover for the unfortunate. Cait-Bei

did not think proper to affociate himielf with his ill

fortune ; and all his good offices ended in offering

Zizim his mediation with his brother. That prince ac-

cepted it, rather out of complaifance, and not to ex-

prels a contempt of it, than out of any hopes of good
fuccels from it. The iblclan immediately dilpatched
an emir to Conftantinople. During his voyage Zizim

out of devotion made that of Meccha, and at his return

brought his wife and children to Cairo. The fbldan

received them with great civility, and promiied them
his conftant protection.
The emir that Cait-Bei had fent to Conflantinople,

began his negotiation as foonas he arrived. Bajazet,

by the advice of Achmet his hYft mini fter, and in or-

der to amule Zizim, propofed to the foldan to give
his brother a province in Afia. Cait-Bei, to weaken
the Turkilh empire, could have wifhed there had been ,

a little more proportion in the (hare allowed him ; but

as after all Bajazet was mafter of the whole empire,
and pretended to prefcribe the terms of the treaty, the

fbldan being, as mod: mediators are, indiiferent with

relpecT: to the intereft of Zizim, was ofopinion that he

ought to accept his brother's propofal, and reprefented
to him, that a great province, in which he was to reign
as abfolute fovereign, was preferable to a war, the fuc-

ceis whereof was doubtful. Zizim, who afjpired to the

empire, and whole courage. and ambition made him
think himielf more worthy of it than his brother, re-

jected his offers with dildain. He moreover faw plain-

ly, that they only fought to involve him in a labyrinth
of artifice, and an endiefs negotiation ; fo that he an-

fwered the fbldan, that fuch great pretentions on both

fides, and a difpute of fiich importance, were only to

be determined by force ofarms and fword in hand.

But
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But not finding that prince difpofed to take up arms
in his favour, he only recommended his wife and chil-

dren to him, and then retired to the Caramanian prince
ofCUicia, in whom he fancied he mould find more

generofity and refolution, and who had indeed lent to

him in Egypt to offer him the affiftance of his arms,
and propoie the joining their forces againfl Bajazet.
Mahomet had taken from that prince all Cappadocia,
and that part of Cilicia which borders upon mount
Taurus. Zizim coming to his court, promifed him by
the mod folemn oaths to reftore him thole provinces,
in cafe he fhould ever, by the affiftance of his troops,
recover his throne. The two princes in an interview,
fwore an inviolable fidelity to one another ; the Cara-

manian immediately made preparations for war, and
lent to his allies and neighbours to demand fuccours.

The grand matter of Rhodes, who was one of that

number, lent him five gallies well equipped with lbl-

diers and artillery, to keep the fea, and defend the.

coafts of his country; and the Caramanian at the fame
time had feveral re-inforcements lent him from fome

petty Mahometan princes, who entered into the league

againft a power that leemed ready to fwallow up all the

reft.

These princes having joined .their troops before

Achmet had drawn his out of their winter quarters,
advanced as far as the plains of Laranda in the furthell

parts of Cappadocia. Bajazet was furpriled to hear
that his brother was returned out of Egypt to difpute
the empire with him again. His crown, and even his

life were at (lake, and depended upon oppofing their

meafures. Achmet indeed was at the head of a great

body of troops, able to fight the enemy ; but a diftruft,

natural enough to weak men, made him apprehenfive
that that general might pofiibly be bribed to go over
to his brother : belides, his minilters, who were jea-
lous of the glory which the vizier had in this war, re-

prelented to that prince, that in a quarrel which was

perfonal in refpecl to him, and of fuch mighty impor-
tance, his foldiers would have an ill opinion of his va-

lour,



Peter d'Au b u s s o N Grand MnJItr. $ 3

lour, was he not to (hew himfelf at the head of his ar-

my. Thele confidcrations determined him to pais the

Boiphorus: he entered into Afia : his army confiftcd

of an Hundred thouiand men : that of Achmet was near

as numerous. After his having joined the fultan, that

prince would needs make a review of all his troops;
Achmet appeared at their head, but Bajazet obierving,
inftead of wearing his (word or fcymitar by his fide,

that it was only tied to the pommel of his horfe's

faddlc, cried out,
(i My protector, you have a great"

memory, forget the faults of my youth, put your
il (word again by your fide, and employ it with your
<( accuftomed valour againft our enemies."

In order to the right underftanding of this paiTage,
it is neceflary to call to mind what has been already
obferved relating to Mahomet the fecond's war

againifc
Perfia. Bajazet, who was then young, followed him
in that expedition, and had likeways a particular com-
mand over a body of troops. The fultan his father

who had no great opinion either of his capacity or va-

lour, fome hours before the engagement began, or-

dered Achmet to vifit the line where Bajazet command-
ed, and iee if his troops were drawn up in order of
battle. But that officer, finding them all in confufion,
could not help reproaching him hi pretty harm terms
"

Is it in this manner, Sir, fays the old warrior to him
(i that a prince who has a mind to

vanquifli, mould
41 draw up his foldiers I" Bajazet, vexed at this re-

proach, told him, the time would. come when he
would make him repent his infblence. " And what
" will you do ? replied the haughty Achmet, I (wear
"

by my father's ibul, that if you ever come to the
"

empire, I will never gird (word to my fide for vour
41 fervice.

Such was the occafion of Achmet's appearing at the
review with his (word tied to the pommel of his hor-
fe's faddle. But Bajazet ftood in too much need of
his valour and experience, not to endeavour to make
him forget that little quarrel. Peace was ibon made
between that prince and his general : they had now

nothing
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nothing more to think of but to go in
quefr. of the ene-

my. They pretend that Bajazet's general defeated

Zizim in a fecond battle : other authors
fay, that the

allies being too weak to keep the field, retired into

the ftreights of mount Taurus upon the arrival of Ba-

jazet.

Baj azet, vexed that his brother had efcaped him,
fent to make him other propofals, with a view of fur-

prifing him ; and befides the offer he had before made
him of the entire fovereignty of a province, he made
him a new one of a penfion of sojooo crowns of

gold, a prodigious fum at that time. "
I want an

"
empire, replied Zizim in an haughty manner to his

" brother's envoy, and not money." Befides, this

prince was not fool enough to be dazzled with thefe

proportions, fince he law that at the fame time that

he exprefTed a defire ofadjufting things with him in an

amicable manner, Achmet was infenfibly feizing on all

the ftreights of the mountains, and endeavouring to fe-

cure all the paffes of them to prevent his efcape. The
Caramanian prince told him the danger to which they
were going to be expofed, if they ftayed any longer in

that place ; and both of them, not having forces fufE-

cient to oppofe thoie of Bajazet, they agreed to dif-

perfe them till fuch time as that prince mould return

to Conftantinople, their troops being of no other ufe

than to make them be purfued ; and both of them to

retire to places where they might be in fecurity, either-

through the obfcurity of them, or by the power of the

prince to whofe court they fhould retire.

Zizim's firft fchemewas to hide himlelfwith a few

perfons in the remoteft corner of the mountains. The
Caramanian was of a different opinion : he told him,
that he could never be fafe enough in a cavern againft

the fearch his brother was making after him ; that it

was his intereft to preierve his fecret parti (ans, that

they fhould believe him to be alive, and ftill in a dif-

pofition to return and difpute the empire : and that

further, his fentiments were, that he fhould apply him-

felf to the grand matter of Rhodes, in whofe domini-

ons
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ens lie might be more fecure, and live with greater

dignity ; and alio might, by means of the knights,

who roved over all the Afiatick leas, be informed ofe-

very thing that pafTcd at Conftantinople, and over all

the eaft.

2,1 zim followed this advice, and difpatched one of

the noblemen that adhered to his perfon and fortune

to the grand matter, to defire him to grant him protec-

tion in his territories. But this envoy was feized by
one of Bajazet's party, who faw by his brother's let-

ters the defign he had formed of retiring among the

Chriftians. Whereupon he immediately fent fome de-

tachments to force the prince his brother in the faft-

neiTes he was retired to, and at the fame time ordered

others to fecure all the paffes that led to any port of

Lycia ; and flattered himfelf that he fliould (hut him

up fo clofe, that it would be impoffible for him to e-

fcape. Zizim, not feeing his firft agent return, dis-

patched two others to Rhodes, with the fame com-

miflion to the grand matter, to defire of him a retreat

in his dominions, together with a fafe conduct, to a£
fure him of a full liberty of coming in and going out

of them at all times. The prince afterwards quitted
mount Taurus ; and the Caramanian ferving him for a

guide, he drew near the lea coat! to wait an anfwer

from Rhodes. The grand matter, in concert with

the council, and after mature deliberations, thought
it would be for the honour and even the intereft of the

order, not to refufe an afylum to fo great a prince.

Upon which a fquadron of mips was immediately or-

dered to go to receive him, and don Alvares de Zuni-

ga grand prior of Caftile, was intruded with this com-
miflion and the fafe conduct, which was drawn up in

the form that Z'zim's embafladors had defired it.

This commodore fet fail about the fame time that

Tiizim and the Caramanian prince,feeing them/elves pur-
fued by the fpahis, reiblved to part, after having firft:

embraced each other tenderly, and fworean inviolable

friendihip. The Caramanian threw him (elf again into

the mountains, from whence he made his way to fome
Vol. JII. H for-
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rortrefles that were dill left him. The Turkifh princ/*
waned by the fea fide in expectation of news from
Rhodes; but feeing a fquadron of fpahis coming up,
he got into a bark, which the Caramanian prince, for

fear of a furprile, had kept always in a readinefs, and

lay concealed behind a rock.

Scarce had Zizim put off from the fhore when he
faw the :roop of fpahis appear on the coaft, who came
but a few moments too late The prince feeing him-
felf out of clanger, lay by with his bark, and taking his

bow, let fly an arrow with a letter tied to it, directed to

his brother, and exprefTed almoft in thefe terms.

King Zizim,
to king bajazet his inhuman brother,

ft God and our great prophet are witneffes of the
te fhameful neceffity you reduce me to of taking re-
"

fuge among the Chriflians. After having deprived
" me of i he juft right I had to the empire, you purfue
" me ftili from one country to another, and have not
" refted till you have forced me, for the lafety of my
"

life, to leek an alylum with the knights of Rhodes,
" the irreconcileable enemies of our augufl houfe. If
il the fultan our father could have foreieen that you
<l would have thus profaned the honourable name of
" the Ot'omans, he would have ftrangled you with
u his own hands ; but I hope that fince he is gone,
u heaven will avenge your cruelty, and I only wifh to
<( live to be a witnefs to your punifhment.

The commander of this troop of fpahis took the

letter, and vexed that he had milled his prey, carried it

to Bajazet. 'Tis faid, that as he was reading it, he

could not help fhedding a few tears, which nature for-

ced from him againft
his inclinations. Zizim at the fame

time flood off to lea, and failed towards Rhodes, to fee

if he could have any news of the embafladors whom
he had lent to the grand mafter. ( he unfortunate

prince, uncertain of his fate, was wandering up and

down
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£own thofe Teas, as chance might direct, his courfc,

when he difcovered a fqUadron
that came full fail,

bending their courle towards the coaft of Lycia. The

fear he was in left vhey mould be ibme (hips that his

bro.her had lent to intercept his parage to Rhodes,

made him order the pilot
to get as faft as he could to

land and . ..t him on more again. But at a certain dis-

tance, diftinguimmg the flag of Rhodes, and making
the fignals he had conceited with his embafladors, they

came^up to him in'a fhallop with a knight, whom Don
Alvares de Zuniga fent in company with the embafta-

dors, to allure him in the grand matter's name, that he

mould be very welcome in the ifle of Rhodes. This

knight told him, that the commodore of the fquadron,

who was lieutenant-general to the grand mailer, was

fent on purpofe to convoy him fafe thither. Zuniga
advanced afterwards to felute the prince, went into his

bark and preiented him tne grand matter's letter and

fafe conduct. After the ufuai compliments and cere-

monies were over, he put him on board a great (hip

that was under his command, and la'led for Rhodes,
where he loon arrived The grand mailer had no

fboner notice of it, but he lent the oldeft commanders

of the order to receive him, and went hiirnelf out of

his palace to meet him almoft as far as the harbour :

they joined hands at meeting. The grand mafter, af-

ter having, by the affiftance of an interpreter, repeated
all theaflurances that he had already given him by his

fafe conduct, waited upon him to the French inn, which

was afligned for his lodging : in their way thither he

gave him the right hand, which Zizim perceiving, was

for giving it him, and told him, it did not become

captives to take place of their patrons ;

"
Sir, replied

i( the grand mafter to him very obligingly, captives of
w

your quality have the firft rank every where, and
u would to God you had as much power in Conftan-
,u

tinople as you have in Rhodes.*'

The grand mafter, after having conducted him to

h*s apartment, left him to the care of lb;ne command-
(§rs*md officers of his houfhold, who endeavoured, by

their
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their politenefs and noble entertainments, to divert him
from rnufing on his misfortunes, which ieemed to em-

ploy all his thoughts. Matthew Bolio, a canon ofVe-

rona, who law him lbme years afterwards, and obferv-

ed him with great attention, repreients him in one of
his letters, which has been transmitted to us, as a man
who had all the air of a barbarian, and of a lavage and
cruel prince. His (lature, fays he, is a little above the

middle fize ; his body thick and well let ; he has

broad moulders, a prominent belly, ftrong and ner-

vous arms, a large head, lquinting eyes, and a Roman
nole, fo hooked at the end that it almoft touches his

upper lip, which is covered with a large whisker. In

a word, fays this author, he is the exact picture of his

father Mahomet ; and fuch iadeed as he is repre&nt-
ed in feveral of his medals that have fallen into my
hands.

The knights omitted nothing that might contri-

bute to divert the prince. There were every clay parties
of hunting, tumaroents, feafts and concerts of mu lick ;

but this laft kind of diverfion did not much affect the

fultan; and though they entertained hum with excel-

lent voices, he did not ieem to take any pleafure in

that agreeable mufick. To pleafe his gout, they re-

folved to lend for a Turkifh flave, who with an harlh

and inharmonious voice, but accompanied at the fame
time with wry faces, and the mod grotefque poftures,
was the only perfon that had the knack ofpleafmg him.

In the meantime the refidence of a gueft of fuch

confequence gave no little uneafinefs to the grand maf-

ter. He did not queftion but that Bajazet, as loon as

he knew the place where he had fled for Ihelter, would
do his utmoft to oblige the order to deliver him into

his hands. This they could not refufe without bring-

ing all the forces of the Ottoman empire a lecond time

into the illand; and the grand matter's word, his fafc

conduct, and even his natural generality, made him

incapable of taking fuch a ftep, and delivering him up
to his cruel enemy.

Whilst
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Whilst cTAubuflbn was in no little inquietude by
reafon of thefe various confiderations, an envoy arrived

from the governor of Lycia, a province, as we have

obierved, ieparated from Rhodes only by a canal of a-

bout eighteen miles broad. This envoy, under pre-

tence of propofing a trading truce and liberty of com-

merce between the grand matter's fubjects and the

people of his government, was come to lee whether

Zizim was retired to Rhodes, and in what manner the

grand mailer treated him. The grand mailer received

him handlbmely, and did not leem at all averfe to

the propolals which they made hiin. But the envoy,
who had other views, under pretence that he expected
new orders from his matter, {pun out the negotiation ;

and they foon difcovered the main defign of his voy-

age. The grand matter, in order to rid himielf as

foon as poflTible of a priviledged fpy, fpeedily put an

end to his treaty, and fent him back to his matter.

But fcarce had he parted with him when another ar-

rived, who brought him a letter from the bafha Ach-
met. The grand ieignior, not caring te expole himfelf

to a refulal. had enjoined him ta let on foot a new neso-7 J o
tiation with the grand matter, as from himielf. That

minifter, who, by the important fervices that he had

lately done Bajazet, governed his empire at that time

with an abiblute authority, wrote to the grand matter,

exhorting him to make a folid and lafting treaty of

peace with the porte, for which he offered his credit

and good offices, in cafe he would fend embaffadors to

Conftantinople.
The grand matter law plainly through the artifice,

and that theie feveral negotiators had no defign but on-

ly to get into Rhodes, and find out ibme means to dii-

patch Zizim, either by fword or poifon. Though the

prince of Rhodes looked upon them as afTafTms, yet as

they were inverted
,
or rather masked with a publick

character, no notice was taken of their defigns. All

that the law of nations and prudence allowed to be

done on this occafion, was to difmifs thefe envoys as

icon as poflible j and all the anfwer that the grand
H 3 matter
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matter gave the bafha was, that provided they drop-
ped all talk of tribute, he might pofllbly ill ibme time
lend embafTadors to the porte to treat about a lafting

peace. Several councils after this were held at Rhodes,
to confider of the conduct the order ought to obierve

in lb nice an affair.

In all ihele preliminaries the lead mention was not

made of Zizim, notwithftanding which, the grand
mafter eafily perceived that the defign of the negotiati-
on related always to the perfon of that prince, and
that if his brother could not get him into his power by
way of treaty, he would either take care to get him

poilbned, or would attack him by open force, fo that

they might foon fee all the forces of the Ottomans o-

ver-running the ifle of Rhodes a fecond time. They
held feveral councils on this fubjccl, and in order not

to let a pledge of fuch value go out of their hands,

they reiblved, both for the prince's own fafety, and

till fuch time as they might lee how affairs would go
in'theeaft, to (end him into France, to reiide upon
fome commandry of the order.

The grand mafter, in order to reconcile him to this

•ftep, reprefented to him, that it was his interefl to fhel-

ter himielf for Ibme time from his brother's eager pur-
suits : that whatever precautions the order mould take,

his life could never be fecure at Rhodes, where lb ma-

ny renegado Greeks could eafily get in by means of

their language, and find means to diipatch him by
fword or poiibn, notwithftanding all the precautions

that the order nrght take : whereas, whilft he was at

a diftance, the order, which was entering into a nego-
tiation with the lultan, might find opportunities to take

care of his interefts, and that he himielf would under-

take to give him a full account of all that palled at the

porte in relation to him.

The Turkifh prince feeing no remedy, contented to

every thing they propofed to him. He likeways, be-

fore his letting out, left a full power with the grand
mafter to treat with Bajazet in his name, upon fuch

terms as fhould be molt for his advantage and lecurity.

This
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This was not the only inftrument he figned ; he exe-

cuted another, wherein, after reciting ail ihe obligati-

ons he had to the gi and matter and his order, he en-

gaged himlelf, in ca.e he ever recovered the empire,
or any confiderable part or' it, to maintain a conitant

peace with the knights, would give their fleets free

entrance into all his pons, would let three hundred

Chriltians of boih fexes at liberty every year without

ranibm, and pay a hundred and fifty
thouland crowns

of gold into the treaftuy of the order, to reimburse

them the expences they had been at on his account.

This inftrument, ligned with hi^ own hand, is (fill

kept in the archive of Malta, and is dated the fifth

day of the month of Regeb, in the 887.h year of the

Hegira, which aniwers, according to our way
of computation, to the 31ft of Auguft A. JD. I482.
1 48 2. The prince went afterwards on board,

under the convoy of the chevalier de Blanchefort, the

grand mailer's nephew, who employed all the care

and coinpiahance imaginable, to divert the melancho-

ly with which the prince was ieized at leaving his own

country, and pafiing into a foreign land.

Whilst he was (ailing towards France, the grand
mailer, ptirfuant to the promiie he had given Achmet,
lent the knights Gay de Mont-Arnaud and Duprat as

his embafladors to Conllantinople. Bajazet, who law
that his brother's fortune was entirely in the grand
mailer's power, was exceedingly pleated at their ar-

rival. They were received with great honours, and
he appointed comm'nTioners to treat of a peace, naming
for that purpoie ihe vizier Achmet and Miiach Paleo-

logus, who, after Mahomet's death, having declared

in favour of Bajazet, was on that account recalled to

the pone. The negotiation had like to have miicarricd

at the very opening of the conference. Achmet infill-

ed by way of preliminary, that the grand mailer fhouid

acknowledge himlelf tor a varTal of the grand feignior,
and as fuch Ihould pay him an annual tribute. This

propoiition was rejected with a noble diidain by the

two embailttdors. The vizier, the proudcil man liv-
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ing, told them, that his mailer would go in perfon at

the head of an hundred thouiand men to levy the tri-

bute himfelf : the embaffadors upon thele menaces

were for breaking off the conference and' retiring : but

the baflia Paleologus telling the vizier in the Turkifh

language, that he mould confider that the fultan would

have the treaty concudedat any rate, the negotiation

was refumed, and the two knights mewed the greater

conftancy and rei'olution, becauie Duprat, who under-

ftood thcTurkifh language, was thereby made acquaint-

ed with the grand leignior's intentions. Achmet did

not infiftany longeron that demand ; but as he thought
his mafter would dilhonour himfelf by fuch a treaty,

he left the management of it to Paleologus.

They were next to come to the principal point

which the fultan had moll; at heart. It related to the

perfon of his brother, and his minifters demanded that

he mould be delivered up into his hands. The embaf-

fadors knew that this would be delivering him up to

be executed, and therefore rejecled i'uch an odious pro-

posal with indignation. In line, they agreed,, that the

grand mafter fhould engage to keep that prince always

in his power under a good guard of knights, and mould

not deliver him to.any prince wha> ever^itherChriftian or

Infidel, that could make ule of his name and pretenfi-

ons to difturb die quiet of the empire ; that for the

maintenance and guard of the prince, the fultan mould

yearly remit thirty five thouiand Venetian ducats to the

order ; and befides this fum, he mould likewife pay
the grand mafter ten thouiand ducats more every year

by way of fatisfacYion for the ravages that Mahomet's

army had made in the iile of Rhodes. Peace being

fettled on thefe conditions, the treaty was figned by
the fultan, who fent one of his principal minifters,

called Capitain, to Rhodes, to receive the grand mas-

ter's ratification.

The vizier, who was naturally haughty, could not

hear the leaft mention of the penlions which the fultan

was obliged to pay every year, without the higheil in-

dignation. He complained publickly, that they had

pro-
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proftituted
the honour ofthe empire by this fcandalous

treaty ; and in his exclamations againft it, he could

not help dropping fome (harp invectives againft the per-

ibn of his matter himielf. The iultan was loon inform-

ed of it : There is never wanting in all courts a fet of

men who make it their bufmefs to ruin their enemies,

by giving the word conllruction to their words, and

mifrepreienting them in the mod artful manner. Ach-

met had a very dangerous one in the perlbn of a bafha,

Ifaac by name, whole daughter he had formerly married.

She was the very Turkifti lady that Mahomet's elded

fon fell fa defperately in love with, and to whom her huf-

band in the fury of his paiTion pretended he had offer-

ed violence- The reader may have obferved in the be-

ginning of this book. thatMahomef, who would allow

nobody to be a tyrant in his dominions but himielf, had,

under pretence ofdoing Ach met ju (lice, put that young

prince to death, fearing that his paflion might put him

upon fome attempt againft his own perlbn. Achmet, as

Caeiar had acted foi mei ly, without caring to examine into

his wife's conduct, had divorced her ; which his father-

in-law relented ib heinoufly,that he refolved to be reveng-
ed. This bafha did not let flip the occafion that Ach-

met's imprudence furnifhed him with : he informed

the fultan of the vizier's murmurings and invectives, and

aggravated them with all the ill-natured turns that cour-

tiers are lavifh enough in bellowing ; and under a

feigned zeal for his prince's fervice, he infinuatedto

him, that as the vizier was fo very powerful, and in a

manner adored by the foldiers, he could not have ut-

tered fuch taunts and reflections without defigning fome

infurreclion.

In a cafe of this nature, efpecially in a defpotick

government like that of the Turks, bare fufpicion is a

crime. Bajazet, ever jealous and diffident, as all weak

perfons are, refblv-ed to difpatch the vizier, in order to

prevent the defigns with which they charged him from

taking effect : bcfldes, the daily fight
of a man, the

greatnefs of whole fervices exceeded all the recompen-
ces he could make him, was offenfive to his eyes. Or-

ders were given to invite mofl of the grandees of the

poite
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porte to a magnificent entertainment that Bajazet was to

give them- They there drank very copioufly of wine,

notwithstanding the expreis prohibition of their law.
The iultan, who had his private dcfigns, and had a

mind to make the vizier ,taik, brought up a diicourfe

relating to the peace he had juft concluded with the

grand mailer ; and added, that mice he had no more
enemies to oppo.e, he thought to leffm the pay of the

fbld'ery, and break fome officers that were not well

affected to the government. Achmet, the father of the
fo diery, and natuially haughty and paflionate. imme-

diately took fire, and elevated with the fumes of wine,
told him plainly, that the affecTion of the foldiery was
the fureft: iupport of the throne, and that thofe who
mould adviie a iultan, efpecially one who had a bro-

ther (till living, to inceme his troops, would be evil

counfellors. They pretend, that as ibon as he had fpoke
theie words, a mute who was poftdd there on purpoie,

upon a (ign that the iultan made him, (tabbed him
with a dagger to the heart. Other authors give a dif-

ferent account ofwhat parTed at the death of this mini-

ster, which they tell us was delayed for ibme time.

According to theie writers, Baiazet, before he dilmif-

fed the baihas, that he might end the magnificence of

the feaft with an act of liberality, pretented every one
of them with a brocade veft, and a cup rilled with pieces
of gold ; hut that they put only a black robe before

the vizier, who looked upon it as an ill omen of the

fate that attended him ; and he was confirmed in his

Sentiments, when, as he was going out after the reft,

the ful'an ordered him to flay, pretending that he had

an affair of importance to communicate to him. Acl>

met no longer doubting but he was going to be ftrang-

led, cried out in a rage,
" Cruel tyraut. fince you re-

iC folved to put me to death, why did you fiift force
Ci me to offend God by drinking a forbidden liquor V*

By Bajazet's oider, they began to load him with

Stripes, after which the mutes prepared to (bangle him.

But the chief of the eunuchs, who was his particular

friend; ieeing his mailer drunk with wine and anger,
threw
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threw himfelf at his feet. "
Sir, fa'd he to him, be

" not lb hafty to put him to death : you know that he

f* is the darling of the janizaries : wait only till to mor-
"

row, to lee how they will receive the news of his
u

death, and then difpofe of him as you pleafe."

Fear, the ftrongeft principle of action in a weak
and timorous prince, had its ufual effect on Bajazet.
He put off Achmet's death, and ordered him to be
thrown half naked and loaden with irons into a dunge-
on. His lbn, who waited at the gate of the feraszlio,

not feeing him come out, enquired of the other bafhas

for him; but they were moft of them fo drunk, that

all that he could get out of them was, that the grand
ieignior feemed to be angry with him. The young lord

trembling for his life, runs to the guard -houfe of the

janizaries, and the vaft pile of building where they are

quartered when not upon duty, when burfting out in-

to tears, and directing his difcourfe to the oldeft of

them,
"
My dear companions, faid he to them, the

" fultan has jult now cauled my father to ieized : will
"

you, brave lbldiers, fuffer them to butcher your ge-"
neral, with whom you have eat bread and fait for fb

u
many yearsV
At this news the janizaries run to arms, gather into

a body, march ftraight to the feraglio, and with great
cries demandtfhe gates to be opened* : the noife of the
tumult loon paffes into Bajazet's apartment. The
prince, after confidering what meafures he fhould take,

fearing that the foldiers might dethrone him in their

fury, appeared at a window with a bow in his hand," What do you require, my companions," fays he
to them,

" and what is the occafion of this tumult ?"
<( You fhall know immediately, cried they, You
u drunken fot, where is Achmet? we'll either lee him,
(< or find out a means of revenging his death." The
fearful fultan feemgall the ioldiery enraged and incen£
fed againft him,

"
Achmet, fays he to them, is in my"

leraglio, and alive. I have only kept him with me
" to confer with him about Ibme affairs of conle-
"

quence." The fultan was fo terrified at the look*

and
•

Chalcondile vie de Bajazet II.
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and threats of the janizaries, that he ordered him td

be brought out to them immediately. He appeared at

the gate ofthe feragho bareheaded, his legs uncovered,

and without any cloaths on but a waiftcoat only, juft

like a man who was ordered for execution. The jani-

zaries, provoked to fee that great captain treated in Co

fhameful a manner, fhatched a turbant from one of the

principal officers of theporte, and put it upon Achmet's

head. They commanded at the lame time a veft to be

brought him, and when he was dreft they carried him

to his palace with great acclamations, and as if they

had gained fbme {ignal victory.

The vizier, either from a greatnefs of foul, or elfe

out of apprehenfions that this affection of the foldiers

would be imputed to him as a frefh crime, defired

them to ufe their advantages with more moderation.
"

Bajazet, fays he to them,
"

is our fovereign : and
<l who knows but I have merited his indignation by
ci fome fault I may have committed !" In fine, he at

length by his intreaties prevailed to quiet the iedition :

but his own experience taught him, that there is no

getting an advantage over one's own fovereign that does

not prove fatal to its author in the end. Bajazet difc

lembled his refentment for fbme time. The vizier feem-

ed to be reftored to his favour ; but in a journey which

the court made to Adrianople, at a time when all his

apprehenfions feemed to be over, the fultan caufed hirri

to be ftrangled. Such was the fate of one of the great-

eft captains of the Ottoman empire, who, by being

thought too necefTary, became fuipected to his matter,

and odious to the other bafhas.

Whilst this tragical fcene was acting at the porre,"

Z.izim arrived lafe on the coafts of Provence. The

grand mafte; had ient an embafTador before him to Lewis

XI who then fat on the throne of France, to defire leave

for the pince to come into his dominions, and refide

there *-br Co: t . e. The king, who did not concern

himself in the affairs of the eaft, readily consented to it.

2Sizim>, according to Jaligni a contemporary hiftorian,

was iirft carried into the province of la Marche, to the

caftle
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caftle of a lord of that province, called Boiflami, the

grand mailer's brother-in-law, whole fifter Souveraine

g Aubullon he had married. The prince, after mak-

ing lbme ftay in this place, retired to the commandry
of Bourgneuf ; and the knights, who under pretence of

keeping him company, were in reality his guards, lodg-
ed him in a tower, built on purpoie to fecure him a-

gainft. the enterpriies of Bajazet, though perhaps it was

deligned likewiie to prevent his getting out of their

hands, and making his efcape, as ibme time after they
had reaibn to fufpect.

In fhort, this unfortunate prince, inftead of the

good reception and fuccours which he had flattered

himlelfhe mould receive from the kinfj of France, was

uneaiy to find himlelf at a diftance from his country
and his friends, banifhed into a foreign land, and con-

fined in a lbrt of piilbn : and how careful foever the

knights who guarded him might be to divert him, yet
he could not help looking upon them as his goalers,and
the mortal enemies of his houle. Theie reflections

threw him into a deep melancholy, which was foon

followed by a dangerous illnefs, that made them fear

his life was in danger.
One of the knights, whole bufinefs it was to guard

him, being concerned for his misfortunes, and defirous

to expel, if potTibie, the deep melancholy that had

fpread it ielf over his ibul, advifed him to defire an in-

terview with the king of France, and encouraged
him to hope that he might in a conference engage that

prince to intereft himlelf in his misfortunes, and ob-
tain from him a lifficient number of forces that

might enable him to try the fortune of war once more.
The prince, like all unfortunate penbns, was over-

joyed at the fiift glimpieof hope which they gave him,
and fignified to the king of France, that he defired a
conference with him. The king, who was

entirely
taken up with what patted in his neighbours territories,

elpec'ally among the Englifti and at the duke of Bur-

gundy's court, troubled himlelf very little about the
affairs of the eaft. However, to maintain his charac-

. Vol. III. I ter
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ter of trie mod Chriflianking, he anfwered the prince?
that he would really have been very glad to fee him,
and to intereft himfelf in his affairs as became a fove-

reign, did not religion put an invincible obftaclein the

way ; but that if he would turn Chriftian, and abjure
the errors in which he had been unhappily educated,

he would engage to fend him back to his own dominions

at the head of a mighty army, which fliould not be

inferior either in excellent officers, or in number of

troops, to all the forces of the Ottoman empire ; and

in cafe he did not think proper of trying the fortune of

war once more, France offered to give him lands and

lordfhips within itfelf, fuflicient to maintain him with

a fplendor and dignity fuitable to his birth.

The Turkifh prince foon difcovered, that this pro-

pofal was no more than a polite pretence to excufe

himfelf from agreeing to the interview he had defired,

and granting the fuccours which he had flattered him-

felf he mould have. To omit the prejudices of edu-

cation, was he only to confider his intereft according
to the maxims of human policy, he could%ot quit the

feci of Mahomet, without being conlidered as a rene-

gado among the Mahometans, and feeing himfelf a-

bandoned by his beft friends and all his partizans ; Co

that the prince, without laying aflde all thoughts of

fuccour from France, turned all his hopes towards the

eaft, whence he expected news with the utmoft im-

patience. He was not long without receiving fbme

advices, but they were not very agreeable to him ; for

he heard with c^ual lurprife and uneafinefs, that the

knights of Rhodes, the eternal enemies of the Otto-

mans, had, after feveral negotiations that had been

treated at Conftantinople and Rhodes, agreed at laft

on a treaty, the very balls and purchafe of which, un-

happily for him, was the lofs of his liberty : that the

grand mailer, forgetting his fafeconducland thepromife

he had folemnly given him, had engaged to keep him

always at a d'ftance, and under a guard of knights that

mould be anfwerable for him lo long as the Turks

mould not violate the treaty j and that Bajazet on his

fide
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fide was obliged to pay five and forty thoufand ducats

yearly to the grand matter and the order. The treaty

was varnifhed over by thole who drew it
tip, with all

thofe fpecious pretences which princes are (eldom at a

lols to invent, but which after all did not skreen the

order from the reproach of having violated its i'afe con-

dud.

Bajazet payed this fum very exactly, and indeed

beforehand ; and in hopes of gaining the grand ma-

iler's friendfhip entirely, he fent him a little after the

right hand of St. John the Bapiifl, patron of the order,

which had been brought formerly fromAntioch toCon-

ftantinoplc ; upon the taking of which lalt city, Maho-
met had ordered It to be put into his trealbry, probably
for the richnefs of the fhrine, in order to fell the reUck

itfelf to fome Chriflian prince. ^Though the Turks
look upon our veneration for the dead bodies of faints

as idolatry, yet Bajazet lent it with great ceremony to

Rhodes : a manifefl inftance, that religion hath much
lefs the alcendant over mod fovereigns, than interefls

of flate.

However, as liberty is the firfl: and mod valuable

bleiling of mankind, it is no wonder that the unhappy
Zizim mould be (truck, with the moll, violent grief,
when he found that his had been put to fale, and that

they had meanly bartered it for gold. The treaty-

threw him into a rage that can hardly beexprefled : he

wiflied for death as the only period of Co terrible a mil-

fortune ; and they were every moment afraid' left he

mould make away with himielf in the fits of his
j.afTi-

on. In vain did the knights let over him for his guard,
labour to comfort him, by reprcienting, that whatever

had been traniacled at ConftantmopJe and Rhodes,
was meant purely for his fafety, and to prevent his

falling into the hands of an implacable enemy. Thev

reprelented to him, that his confinement would not be

near lb long as he inugined ; that he ought to hope
for great matters from time, and that (ome conjuncture
would infallibly pre lent itlelf, when the grand mailer

might be able to leftore him to his dominions with as

I 3 mack
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much glory as fafety. The unfortunate prince was
not in a temper to take up with fuch random and un-

certain motives of confolation : the terrible idea of a

perpetual imprifonment was ever prefentingitfelf to his

imagination, and all the arguments and civilites of his

guards could not banifh it a fingle moment from his

inind.

The noife that his grief made, foon paffed beyond
the bounds of his prifon. Some perlbns who were ill

alTec~ted to the order, took occafion from thence of

blaming the grand matter's conduct. They iaid it

was inhumane to fell the liberty of a prince from whom
at raoft they could have demanded but a ranfbrn. O-
thers went further, and faid it was aftonifhing, that/b

noble an order, and a fet of knights who were eternal

enemies to the Mahometans, mould for the lucre of a

funi of money, turn goalcrs under Bajazet, and let flip

fo favourable an opportunity of kindling a war among
thofe infidels, which all the enemies of the Ottomans

might have made their advantage of.

Caoursin, vice-chancellor of the order, a contem-

porary hiftorian, and who was at Rhodes at this time,

hath endeavoured to make an apology for the knights,

by reprefenting the advantages which (fays he) the

Chriftian princes derived from the confinement of this

Ottoman prince: and that author, who was in all like-

lihood no very fcrupulousperfbn, in order tojuftifythe

grand mailer's breach of faith, maintains that it was a

much lefs evil to acl in that manner, than, by obferving

(IricUy the fafe conduit, to bring the arms of Bajazet

upon the ifle of Rhodes, and the other ftates of Chri-

flendom. But if we follow Jaligni, another contem-

porary hiftorian, the grand matter never gave any fafe

conduct, nor o much as his bare word 3
. Zizim, as

we may fee in this hiftorian, was a lawful prilbner, in

coniequence of which, the grand mafter might difpofe

of his liberty as he judged proper for the good of his

order.
As

* Guillaume de Jaligni, p. 6z, 63, 65, Edit, de Louvre.
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As theie two contemporary hiftoiians, one of them

the grand mallei 's miniilcr and confident, the other le«

cretary to Peter de Bourbon, contradict one another in

the lame raft, we have not met with matter fuiEcientin

either of the two writers 10 clear up the point, i'o that

we might determine it on any hde with certain; y :

But whether Z'zim was a lawful prilbner of war,

or whether the knights, under pretence of not in-

ccnting (6 formidable a prince as the iiiltan, broke

their iafe conduct, it cannot be denied, but that pope
Sixtus IV. Ferdinand king of Caftilc,Arragon and Sicily,

another Ferdinand of the fame houle, king of Naples,

the Venetians, and above all the reft Matthias Corvin,

fon to Huniades, and at that time king of Hungary,
a great captain, and, like his father, the terror of the

Turks, uied very prefling inftances with the grand ma-

iler, to put Zizim at the head of their forces, in hopes
of making uie of his name to raile up the fecret parti-

fans he had in the Ottoman empire, indeed moll of

thefe princes were divided ; lome were actually

making war upon one ano.her; and we muft do this

juftice to the grand mafter, who was as great a politi-

cian as he was a captain, that he was afraid left if the

war againft the Turk mould net prove l'ucceisful, lbme

might be found perfidious, or at leaft weak enough to

purchaie their peace of Bajazet, by delivering up his

brother and enemy to him. The grand mafter made

a much more commendable ufe of the power he had

over the perfon ef Zizim : and merely by the fear in

which he kept the grand ieignior, left he fhould let

that piince at the head of all the forces of the order,

and produce him to the malecontents that were very
numerous in his dominions, he tied up the hands of

that mighty piince, kept his foices as it were in chains,

and by this means prevented him, during his brother's

life, from falling upon Italy, and turning his arms a-

gainft the Chriftian princes.
The pope impatient to iee the Chriftian princes u-

nite their arms againft the infidels, was penuaded, that

1 3 if
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if he once had Zizim's perfbn in his power, he might
eafily make all the powers of Europe join their forces

againft the Turks. This pontiff had juft fucceeded

SixtusIV. by the name ofInnocent VIII. He was a
1 484 Genoefe by birth, ofthe illuftrious hou(e ofCibo,

originally of the ifle of Rhodes, where his father

was born. As loon as ever he was placed in St. Peter's

chair, he notified it to the knights, whom heconfider-

ed as the fovereigns of his family, and lent a nuncio on

purpofe to Rhodes, to affure them of the efteem and

affection he had for an order fo illuftrious, and withal

fo ferviceable to the Chriftian world. But the nuncio

declared at the fame time to the grand mafter, that his

holinefs, for the good of Chriftendom, and to keep
the Turk in awe, would be glad to have prince Zi-

21m fent to Rome, or at leaft to fome ftrong hold in.

Italy.

The grand mafter reprefented to the nuncio, that

they had reafori to fear fuch a ftep might give great jea-

loufy to Baiazet ; and that that prince, in order to re-

venge himlelf, and prevent the pope's defigns, might
fall with all his forces upon Italy. Belides, that by

taking Zizim out of the hands of the knights, they

might give the world occafion to fufpect that they did

not behave themfelves well towards him, which would

be a great difnonour to his order. The nuncio tran-

smitted thele reafons to Rome ; but the pope was in-

flexible, and made new inftances, that they would (end

orders immediately to the chevalier de Blanchefort,

then grand prior ofAuvergne, to conduct the Turkifh,

prince himlelf to Rome. The 'grand mafter, to mew
his deference to the pope's orders, named two embas-

sadors to wait upon his holinefs, and chofe for that

purpofe Fhilip de Cluys, of the language of France,

bailiff of Morea, and William Caourfm vice-chancel-

lor of the order, the perfbn who has left us an hiftory

of all that pa!Ted at Rhodes in relation to prince Zi-

zim.

Were we to judge of their conduct in this negoti-

ation by the advantages which they drew from thence,
we
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we muft own that they were very able minifters ; for

in exchange for the perfon only of Zizim, which they

promiied to deliver into the pope's hands, thf^y obtain-

ed very important privileges. Innocent engaged fo-

lemnly by this treaty, never to confer any commandries
to the prejudice either of the feveral languages, or the

right of teniority, even though they mould fall vacant

in the court of Rome : and by an exprefs bull in the

year 1 4 S9, he declared, that the effecls and poficffions
of the order (hould not be comprehended in the lift of

benefices that the popes had either reierved to them-

felves, or might afterwards referve ;. and in cale Baja-
zet mould, out of refentment at this change, ftop the

payment of Zizim's pennon, he, by another bull, to

compensate the lofs the knights of Rhodes would there-

by fuftainjfupprefTed the orders of the holy fepulchre,
and St. Lazare, which he annexed to that of St. John,
to prevent (as the pontiff lays in his bull) a body of

knights fo neceffary to Chriftendom. from being over-

powered by the formidable power of the Turks. The

grand mailer's own interefts were not forgot in this

treaty ; and the pope engaged, as foon as prince Zizim
fhould be delivered up to him, to lend the grand mas-

ter a cardinal's hat, a dignity of great eminence in-

deed, but not very proper for a warrior, and one ei-

pecially that wT
as at the fame time a tovercign prince.

The treaty being concluded to the fatisfaction both

of the pope and the grand mafter. they, by concert,
fent embafTadors to king Charles VIII. the fon and fuc-

ccflbr of Lewis XI. to communicate it to him, and de-

fire his content. They met with no difficulty from
that quarter ; but whilft the'e embafTadors were ftill in

France, there came another minifter of the porte, dif-

patched by Bajazet to the king. I hat fultan, who
was continually watching the behaviour of the knights
with regard to his brother, was not long without hav-

ing an account of the defigns of the pope, and the ne-

gotiations of his minifters. He loft no time in dif-

patching one of his principal officers to traverfe their

nego-



f i- Hljlory ofthe Knight r ofMalt a . -

negotiation.
This embaifador landing in Provence,

notified his arrival immediately to the court, and let

out on his road thither. But the king following his

father's example, and fcrupling to give audience to an

infidel, that mmifter (topped at Riez, purfuant to an

order he received by an expre.s melTenger, and was o-

bliged to traiilac! the affair by writing, and lent the

propoials which he was authorized to make up to

court.

Bajazet in his letter delired the king, that fultan

Zizim might be delivered into the hands of the mmi-
fter he lent, or at lealt that he would not liiffer him
to go out of his dominions : and in order to engage
him to comply with his requeft, by lbmeihing more

valuable than gold or precious ftones, he offered him
all the relicks that the emperor Mahomet his father

had found at the taking of Conft.miinople, and in the

whole extent of his empire. He added further, that

he was actually in war with the ioldan of Egypt ; that

he hoped to drive him foon out of Syria. Paleftine, and

the kingdom of Jerulalem, and that if he lucceeded in

his attempt, he engaged to let the laft of thole crowns

upon his head, as being the mod: potent prince that fol-

lowed the law of the Meffias.

Though the king was young, very couragious,
and fond of glory, yet he did not liiffer bimfelf to be

allured by this lad propolal. Moft of the Chriftian

princes had been long before that difcouraged from

making thole tedious voyages and pious expeditions,
which had coft their anceftors immenie fums, and the

pureft blood of their nobilhy. They had Icarce abet-

ter opinion of the relicks that came from the eaft af-

ter the plundering of Conftantinople ; and the Greeks
had brought luch a valt number of fpurious ones among
the Latins,

a that the moft ftj e Itiiious had quite loft

all that eagernefs and relpecl which is due to the true

ones only j (6 that the minifter of the porte was lent

back,

*
Obfervations fur l'hift. de Charles VIIJ. p. j-86. edit, du

Louvre •
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back, as Philip de Comines relates, without (being the

king, or being able to obtain any thing from him :

But on the other fide, he uVivfied to the agents fent by
the pope and the order, that they migh. go when they

pleaied ; that he gave his confent to their tending prince

Zizim into Italy ; and mould be exceedingly pleaied if

the holy father could reap any confiderable advantages
from thence for the good ot telirion.

This prince however, who had a fecret defign or

carrying his arms one day into the eaft, and falling up-
on the Tuiks, did not give his confent, but upon con-

dition thatZzim (ho. .Id be alv/ays kept under a guard
of French knights, and that the pope mould oblige
himielf never to deliver him up to any other fovereign,
without his privity and confent, under the forfeiture of

ten thoufand ducats.

The unfortunate Zizim, after having come from

the eaft into Europe, and from Rhodes into the midft

of Auvergne, was now delivered up to the pope's a-

gents, who carried him into Italty, and arrived there

without any obftacle : and the better to difguiie this

change of flavery, they received him with as much

pomp and magnificence as they would have (hewn at

the entry of a Chriftian king. The Cardinal of An-

gers, and Francifquin Cibo, the pope's natural (on,

but got before he entered into holy orders, went to

meet him two miles from Rome, and* complimented
him in the pope's name. Doria, captain of the pope's

guards, waited for him at the gate of the town, where
the cavalcade began. Some Turks that were Zizim's

fervants, and never would quit him., were the fiift that

appeared. Next came the pope's guards, his light

horle, his gentlemen, with thole of the cardinals and

nobility of Rome. 1 he feignior de Faucon, embafla-

dor of France, heightened the fplendor of the march

by the pompouiheis of his equipage, and a. numerous
train of attendants in rich liveries : the vicomte de

Monteil, the grand maker's brother, who had acquir-
ed fo much glory at the (lege of Rhodes, marched im-

mediately after, abread with Francifquin Cibo ; next

advanced
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advanced the Turkifh prince, mounted on a prancing
horfe, and followed by the grand prior of Auvergne,
and the other knights appointed for his guard. The
march was clofed by the mafter of the pope's chamber,
and a crowd of Italian prelates of the pope's court.

The Turkifh prince v/as conducted into an apartment
of the Vatican prepared for him; and the next day the

embafTador of Fiance and the grand prior of Auvergne
conducted him to an audience of the pope.
That prince, at his coming into the apartment

where he was to have audience, faw the pope feated

on his throne, attended by the cardinals and all his

court, The prince faluted him after the Turkifh man-

ner; but all the entreaties the mafter of the ceremonies

employed, could not prevail upon him to bow his

knee, or embrace his feet, as Chriftian princes do. The

pope however did not receive him the lefs gracicufly

upon that account. Zizim befbught his protection with

as (lately an air, as if the pontiff had ftood in need of

his. Innocent anfwered him with great mildnels; and

he was afterwards treated with abundance of refpect,

though ftill guarded by the knights. But as he faw a

great deal of company, and could eafler receive news
out of Afia, he thought himfelf lefs unhappy at Rome,
than in the tower of Bourgneuf.
The king of France, for certain private reafons,in-

terefted himfelf for the prefervation of Zizim. That

prince, who was young, powerful and ambitious, afpii>

ed to the title of emperor. He had a mind to make
ufe one day of Zizim, to get Conftantinople, Romania,
and the Morea into his hands. Andrew l^aleologus,

nephew to the laft emperor Conftantine, had yielded

up to him all his rights to that empire : and Albania,

Greece, and Romania, which had been but lately con-?

quered by Mahomet, and ftill peopled by Chriftians,

begged and implored his aflLftance. The king, in or-

der to fall upon thofe great provinces, had need of

fome ports in Italy and in the kingdoms of the two
Sicilies. His council made him fenfible of the right

he had to the crown of Naples. This right was found-

ed
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cd on the will of Charles IV king of Sicily and Jeru-

lalem, nephew to king Rene, of the houfe of Anjou,
who had left his eoufin Lewis Xl.heir to all his domini-

ons and rights; and after him the dauphin his ion, who
was then upon the throne, and ftiled Charles VIII.

Here was a right clear enough indeed, which wanted

nothing but a fufficient force to render it valid. The

king and his council reiblved, before they made an ex-

pedition into Greece, to undertake firft this enterprize«

They were likeways encouraged to it by Lodowic

Sforza, regent of the dutchy of Milan, and a iecret e-

nemy of the houfe of Arragon, a branch of which had

reigned at Naples near fixty years.
The Italian war was reiblved on -before any thing

was to be undertaken on the fide of Greece. Howe-
ver, as the king of France forefaw, that Zizim's peribn
would be very necefTary to him in this laft expedition,
he fent embaiTadors to pope Innocent; and we find by
their inftrudions, that they were ordered to put the

pope in mind of the engagements he had entered into

with him in relation to the grand ieignior's brother,

that is, of his never difpofing of him without his privi-

ty and confent : but theie negotiations were interrup-
ed by the pope's death, and Zizim, who, during his

pontificate,
had found fome allevation of his ill for-

tune, was upon his death oppreiTed with a new ieries

of calamities.

Cardinal Roderigo de Borgia fucceeded Innocent,

by the name of Alexander VI. a pope, if we may call

him by that name, that bought the triple crown, and

the votes of feveral of his collegues with ready money;
and who, in order to re-imburie himfelf the fums he

had laid out after his having got pofTeflion of it, be-

ftowed no other reward upon thofe fimonifts than by
difpatching them by fword and poiibn, or fending
them into a tedious banifhment. During his pontifi-

cate, bifhopricks, benefices, ecclefiaftical dignities, dii-

penfations, the very adminiftration of the iacraments,
all was venal. He ibid by retail what he had bought

by the great, snd employed the produce of it in keep-

ing
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ing his miftreffes : he was not afhamed to put the pur-

ple, (b often dyed with the blood of martyrs, upon ie-

veral of his baftards, that were polluted with all lorts of

crimes, and whom he had promoted to the dignity of

cardinal.

The unfortunate Zizim being, by the prefent fixa-

tion of his circumftances, in his power, the tyrant, in

order to enable himlelf to difpofe of his liberty an-.i. life

as he pleaied, took him out ofthe hands of the knights,

whom he dilmifled, fhut him up in the caftle of St.

Angelo, and then fent advice of it to the grand ieigni-

or, who, through fear left he mould fet him at liberty,

engaged to pay him forty thou /and ducats annually :

others fay that Alexander got at leaft fiity thouiand a

year from him.

Mean time, the king of France, fond of his firft

defigns of conqueft, made extraordinary levies : his ar-

my confided of 3600 men of arms. 6000 archers, 6000

crofsbows, 8000 pikemen, and as many musketeers,

befides a prodigious train of artillery.
All Italy trem-

bled at the news of this formidable armament The

pope, whom the ca dinals in general defned to have
^

depofed, was in a fright at the bare noile of the march

of the French: but as he was an able man, and a great

politician, he turned his views towards Conftaniinople,

and flattered him elf, that if he was hard preffed by his

enemies, he mould be able, to long as he was matter

of Zizim's perlbn, to ge: ftrong fuccours from 13ajazet,

both in money and troops, to fullain the war againft

the French.

'Twas with this view that he fecretly difpatched a

nuncio, to acquaint him with the deiigns and armament

of Charles VIII. We fee in the inftru&ions

I494. given this nuncio, whole name was George
Bozzavde, that he was directed to tell the

grand fetgnior, that the king of France was advanc-

ing at the head of a formidable army to take ful-

tanGem orZ'uJm his brother out of his hands, in or-

der to make u'b of his help to dethrone him ; that

as for himlelf, he was refolved, m conjunction with

4he
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the king of Naples his ally, to oppofe his enterprifc,

and hinder him particularly from advancing near

Rome j but that he could not maintain war againft lb

potent a prince without a fpeedy ibccour, and that

therefore he would oblige him, if he would pay him

immediately the forty thoufand ducats that were due to

him for the maintenance of the prince his brother.

He adds, in this inftiucYion to his embaflador, that he
fhould acquaint the grand fcignior, that the foldan of

Egypt, with whom his highnefs was in war, had lent

an embaffador to offer him immenfe funis if he would
deliver prince Zizim into his hands ; but that he had

rejected this propcfal, and that nothing fhould be able

to detach him from his inieiefts.

The pope, by this fubtle turn, and acquainting him
with the foldan of Egypt's offers, infinuated to the

grand feignior, that his brother was expofed to fale,

that the higheft bidder would carry it, and that it de-

pended on himielf only to obtain the preference. Ba-

jazet underftood his meaning well enough, and as he
had no intereft Co preffingas that of getting rid of his

brother, we fee, by his letters to the pope, that he begs
him to difpatch him out of hand, and by his death put an
end to the uneafineis which would let upon his

fpirits
as long as he mould be l'wing.

"
Holy father, lays he

" to him, Zizim, as he is impriibned, cannot be faid
il to live; he does nothing but languifh ; he is already
t( more than half dead. 'Twould be doincr him a
u

good office to difparch him outright, and iend him
" to enjoy eternal reft in another world." Thus did

that tyrant explain himfelf in writing to another tyrant j

and to make him abiblutely relblve upon the murder
he propoied, he engages himielf by his letter, that. as
foon as he fhould have made away with his enemy, to

remit him three hundred thoufand ducats, which, fays
he, he may employ in purchafing confiderable manors
and lordfhips for his children. The pope, who never
valued the lite of a man in any affair wherein his inte-

reft was concerned, readily agreed to the conditions
Vol. III. K of
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of the treaty. But as he got a tribute of forty thou-

land ducats every year that Zizim lived, and alfo by
that means kept Bajazet in awe, he thought proper to

defer the execution of this treaty till he faw the fuc-

cefs of the enterprile ofCharles VIII. and whether that

prince would be powerful enough in Italy to take his

priibner from him.

But he was ftrangely furpriled to hear, that that

prince had already paifed the Alps, and entered Italy
without meeting with any obftacle or oppofition. And
indeed every thing fubmitted to him, ib that there was
no occafion for fieges or battles. Mod of the towns
fent at -a great diftance to meet him, to prefent him
their keys j and it was commonly laid, that he had

lei's need of captains than harbingers for this great

conqueft. to go, as was ufual in France, and mark out

with their chalk the lodging he was to lie at. Thus
that young prince, who was a conqueror before he Co

much as drew his fword, came on to Rome, and to

compleat his good fortune, as if the gates of Rome
were not large enough to afford him a fuitable admit-

tance into the city, the very night of his arrival there

tumbled down at leaft forty yards of the wall, which

being very old fell of themielves.

The pope, afraid of falling into the hands of that

prince, and of being proiecuted as the chief of the fa-

crcd college, Solicited he might be fhut up in the

caftle of St. Angelo. 'Twas here that his paft ini-

quities prefented themfelves to his imagination, with all

their black train of horrors. His infamous debauches,
his fimony, his

\ oiibnings, his murders and his aflafli- >

nations pierced him to the quick. The cardinals, who
were witneffes as well as enemies of his vices, the citi-

zens of Rome, and the French ibldiers, all cried out a-

loud, that it was their duty to purge both the earth

and the church of fuch a monfter Though he found

himlelf in this terrible (ituacion, and abandoned by e-

very body, yet he did not abandon himfelf; and as he

was immenfely rich, and had as much dexterity as mo-

ney,
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ney, he oppofed the dorm ; and whilft his enemies

looked upon him as an undone man, he, by force of

preients, and the promife of a cardinal's hat to Bricon-

diet the king's minifter, garna
him over to his intereft,

end by his credit, moll of the young prince's favourites

at the lame time: fo that this great affair was turned

into a negotiation, and of a criminal was made a civil

cau'e. No more mention was made of the crimes of A-

lexander ; all that was now aimed at was to get him

over from the party of the houle of Arragon. He pro-

mised every thing they could dcilre of him, reiblving

to keep his promises no longer than a (uperior power
fhculd force him to it. Thus the treaty was fboncon-

cluded : he engaged to adhere inviolably for the fu-

ture to the inierefts of France ; and for a pledge of

his word, gave his ion ihe cardinal of Borgia or of Va-

lence in hoftage ; the ferae who was afterwards called

the duke of Valentinois, the hero of Machiavel, and

who was the moll: profligate man then living, had his

father not been alive. By this treaty he was obliged
to follow the king to the war for four months, in qua-

lity of an hoftage. And in order not to luliy the ho-

nour of the purple, his father invefted him with the

dignity of legate of the holy lee : but what was It'll a

greater mortification to him than to fee his fon follow

the banner of France, was his being obliged to deliver

ZVim up to the king. We iee, by the treaty made on

this occafion, that that prince, after the expedition of

Naples, had bound him.elf to lend him back to Rome
to the pope ; and in the mean time the King was to

get h'm a difcharge from the grand mailer and council

of the order, in the lame manner as he had given them,
when he received Zizimfrorn them; he was likeways,
fo long as the Turkifh prince lived, to have the forty
thouland ducats to himieif, which the fultan paid for

his fubfiflence ; all ofthem conditions which he iVtpu-

lated with ib much care, with a view only of (creening
his wicked intentions, for this bloody wretch, in or-

der to keep his promife to the Turk, and elude that

K 3 Which
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which he had given to the king, caufed Zizim* to be

poifbned before he delivered him up : ib that the un-

fortunate prince ended his days the moment he came

up with the king at Terracina. The hafty flight of

the pope's ion by night, whom the darkneis of it fa-

voured to make his efcape, pointed out the perfidious

authors of this murder.

The fatal news foon came to Rhodes, and it {truck

the grand mailer with horror and aftonifhment. He

reproached himfelf, and that perhaps jullly too, for

having delivered up to Innocent VIII. a prince that

had put himfelf into the hands of the order in confi-

dence of their fafe conduct, and who, though he had

thrown him.'elf as a captive into Rhodes, could never

in that cafe have been treated otherways than as a pri-

ibner of war. That which encrealed the grand mas-

ter's griefwas, that he was obliged to dilTemble it, and

was not allowed to take the vengeance due to io hor-

rible a crime. In this great perplexity, the grand prior

of Auvergne his nephew brought him letters from the

king of France, defiring him to come to him, that they

might confult together about the defign he had form-

ed of invading Greece, and falling upon the dominions

of the grand ieignior.

This young prince, whom fortune feemed to con-

ducl by the hand, had jufl made himfelf matter of the

kingdom of Naples, which young Ferdinand had a-

bandoned to him. The eafinefs he found in gaining

conquefls which nobody difputed with him, made him

fancy he mould have the fame fuccefs againfl the

Turks. This was the occafion of his letter to the

grand mailer, which was wrote in terms equally civil

and urgent. The king told him in a very obliging

manner, that he had made choice of him, as one of the

greateft captains of the age, to be his guide in that ho-

]y

»
Perftringunt nonnulli Venetos Tuvcico corruptos auro operam

dedifle, ut veneno Zizimus necaretur j
alii antem Alexandrum

pontifkem carpunt, qui Zizimum lento taboinfedlum, Gallo rcgi

tradiderit. Rainaldi Annales Ecclefiaft. anno 1495-.
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fy enterprise. But the grand mafter was not to be daz-

zled by thele encomiums, much lefs by a project rhat

was more pompous than (olid. This venerable old

man, though he redded in his palace, kept neverthe-

lels iecret intelligences in all the courts of the Chriftlan

princes,
and even in the feraglio of the grand (eignior.

He was aiiured that this prince, now free from the un-

eafinefs that his brother had occalioned him as long as

he lived, was then making a powerful armament ; and

that it was by no means prudent for the grand matter to

leave Rhodes and the ifles of the order in fnch a junc-
ture. But what prevailed more than any thing elie to

prevent his going, was, that he had ce.tain advices

from feveral places, that the king, far from being in a

condition to pafs into the Levant, would be very hap-

py if he could get back into France ; that the army
which he had led into Italy was condderabiy le(P:ned,

by the garrifons he had been forced to put into diffe-

rent places, by licknefs, and eipecially by the excef-

fes which his lbldiers had fallen into. That there was

moreover a powerful league formed againft that prince,
the pope having been the principal inltrument in pro-

moting it ; thatBajazet had, at the pontiff's iblicitation,

lent an embaiTador toVenice, to threaten thole republi-
cans with a bloody war, if they did not declare them-

felves immediately againft the king ofFrance; that they
had entered the more freely into the league, becaufe they
did not care to have fo potent a prince for their neighbour:
that their bailo was the very perlon who had given the

grand feignior the fiift account of the death of the un-

fortunate Zizim-; and that in order to gratify the

Turks, they had cauied the archbifhop of Durazzo to

be feized, who, in order to facilitate the conquefts of

Charles the eighth, had held fecret intelligences with

the Greeks of Illyria, a people that had but lately been

brought under the iubjecYion of the porre ; and that

thole republican politicians had lent all the papers and

writings of that prelate to the fuitan.

These advices informed him farther, that the em-

peror Maximilian I. Ferdinand king of Spain, Ferdi-

K 3 nand
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rand the dethroned king of Naples, Lodowic the duke
or u/urper of Milan, the marquefs of Mantua, and leve-

ral oilier petty princes of Italy, were actually treating
at Venice, and they pretended that the league was

figned the laft day of March. The grand mailer lent

the chevalier de Blarxhefort back to the king, to

communicate thefe advices to him, which the event

fhewed to be but too well founded. All theie princes
took up arms, and their army confided of 20,000 foot

and 34,000 horfe.

The king law plainly, that he muft be forced on
this occafion to lay afide the enterprile of the Levant:

all his thoughts were bent on going to raife new for-

ces in France : he marched that way with the remains

of the army that he brought from thence. The ene-

my, who made near lixty thouland men oppofed his paf-

fage ; they came to an engagement. The allies, tho'

fuperior in number, yet differing in opinion, and not

being well united among themfelves, advanced indeed

bravely to the battle, but after the firft charge, mod
of them wheeled about and retired. One would have

thought, that they were come only to make a turna-

ment ; and the flradiots, a body of light horfe in the

Venetian fervice, falling upon the baggage, which was

purpolely left for them, as a bait to furniih them with

ibme employment, the king, at the head of his gentry
and men of arms, opened himieif a pailage Iword in

hand, and advanced forwa-d with the lofs only of thir-

iy or forty of his loldiers, after killing three thoufand

five hundred of the enemy ; in which number were

Rodolph uncle to the marquefs of Mantua, and three o-

iher princes of the name of Gonzaga, together with

eighteen Italian lords.
to

Charles VIII. returned into his own dominions

with more glory than advantage He loft the kingdom
of Naples by his retreat ; and as the grand mailer had

forefecn, there was no more talk in Fiance of the voy-

age beyond fea, or of the conqueft of Conflantinople.
The pope delivered from his fear of the king's forces,

and being no longer under apprehenfions of any profe-
cution
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cution from that prince, who was fcandalized nt his

wicked life and infamous actions, kept no mealures at

all after the French army had repaflecl the mountains,
but relapfed into his former di /orders.

Thk knights of Rhodes were not fafe from the on-

prclfion of his government. This pontiff, without a-

ny regard to the privileges of the order, and though
he could not but be leniible of the fervices that the

knights were continually doing to Chrillendom, he yet

pretended to be abfolute mafter of all the dignities and

comrnandries of the order ; and the priory of Catalo-

nia with the commandry of Nouvellcs falling vacant,
he bellowed them on Lewis Borgia his nephew, though
the grand mafter had diipoled of them before to bro-

ther Francis BofTolx, a Caalan by birth., and one of
the molt illufirious knights of the language of Arra-

gon.
Such a notorious invafion of their privileges occafi-

oned great complaints throughout the order. They
wrote about it by their em bafTadors to Ferdinand, at

that time king of Arragon and Caftile. This prince,
who in his wars againft the Moors of Granada had
found no fuccour lb iurely to be depended on as thole

of the Spaniih knights, entered into their juft relent-

ment. He afll red the grand niufter, that he would o-

penly fupport the nomination he had made of the che-

valier BofTolx, and that Lb long as he lived, he would
never fufier any commandry to be dilpoled of to his

prejudice, and contrary to the rights of the order. This

piince wrote at the lame time to the pope, and repre-
sented to him, that theie was no Mate in all Chriften-

dom but had the inftitution and bravery of that noble
order in lingular veneration ; that thofe illufirious

knights were the (landing proteclors of all the Chrifli-

an nations that lailed in the Mediterranean ; that ever

fince the foundation of the order, they had always ferv-

ed as a convoy to pilgrims tnat went out of devo-
tion to vifit the holy land and the lepulchve of the Sa-
viour ofmankind ; thar lince the increate of their pow-
er by the conqueft of the ifle of Rhodes

; they made no
ufc
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ufe of their forces, as his holinefs well knew, but only
to fuccour Chriftian princes againft the Infidels ; that

they fpent their revenues, their blood and their lives

in that iervice ; that the order was daily lufing ibme of
its braveft knights in thole holy wars and that very
few of them came offwithout wounds ; that it was in

confideration, and by way of acknowledgment for thefe

important fervices, that moft of the fovereigns of Chri-

ftendom had given i'o ufeful an order the eftates of
which the commandries were compoied, and that there

was not one of them but beheld with concern the at-

tempts that were making to alter this -difpolkion ; that

they themfelves would not fit tamely down, whilft the

podlflions which their predecefTors had acquired lb

juftly,andby Co many dangers and fatigues, were alien-

ating from them,- and were giving away to ftrangers ;

and that after all there was no depriving them of their

right, without damping their zeal, lefTening the for-

ces that they kept at lea, and abandoning all the Chri-

ftians that mould undertake any voyages by iea, as a

prey to barbarians and infidels.

The pope fubmitted to the arguments, or rather

authority of the king of Arragon and Caitile. That

pontiff was very fenfible, that amidft the complaints of

the Spanifh knights, fome invecYives had been dropped

againft his intimacy and his correfpondence with the

great Turk. He was obliged in honour to wipe off

the ftains that the poifbning of Zizim had thrown up-
on him. In order therefore to filence reports fo very

prejudicial to his reputation, he propoied by his nun-

cios to moft of the Chriftian princes the forming a

powerful league againft the infidels. He declared pub-

lickly that he himfelf would be the head of it ; and to

impole on fitch as might call in queftion the fincerity

of his intentions, he named the grand mafter of Rhodes

lor generalifTimo
of the Chriftian army- Such a choice

determined moft of the fovereigns of Europe to take

np arms. The emperor Maximilian, Lewis XII. king
of France, thofe of Caftile, Portugal and Hungary, the

Venetians and moft of the Italian princes entered into

the
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the league. The pope fent the news of it to Rhodes :

he required the order to maintain four gallies and four

other vefTels well equipped for its quota during the war,

promifingat the fame time tofurnifh fifteen for his part,

and took notice, in a particular letter which he

lent to the grand matter, that the bifhop ofTrivoli

his nuncio was actually fitting them out in the port of

Venice.

However pofitivethis promife might be, the grand

matter, who knew the pope's deceitful mind, was

very loth to depend upon it, and was Lb thoroughly

pcrliiaded of the certainty of his conjectures on this

head, that he would have refuted the port of general,
if the council of the order had not reprelented to him,
that there were certain conjunctures in which fbme-

thing mutt necelTarily be left to chance ; that they
had indeed but too much reaion to apprehend, that the

pope, notwithstanding this great orientation of zeal

which he affected to fhew, (till kept up fecret intelli-

gences with the porte ; but that in a cruiade and a ge-
neral war undertaken againtt the infidels, the order

was not at liberty to lie by in a ftate of indolence,

which would catt a ftain on the bravery of the knights j

and that they ought always to be the iirft to take up
arms, and the lalt to lay them down.
The grand matter was very fenfible, that on fiich

occafions there is no keeping exactly to the rules and

dictates of prudence : and a very obliging letter which

he received at the fame time from Lewis XII. king of

France determined him entirely. This prince, who
was an excellent judge of merit, after giving juft eulo-

giums to the valour and experience of the grand matter,
told him, that he was fending ieveral velTels well e-

quipped, and provided with land forces on board, into

the Mediterranean j that Philip de Cleves Raveltein

commanded this little fleet, and was exprefly enjoined

by his inftructions to obey him, and do nothing without

his orders. The grand matter and the council, in or-

der to anfwer in a fuitable manner to the great expec-
tations all Chriftendom had from the order, made ex-

tra-
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traordinary efforts, and put to Tea a confiderable fleet,

compoied of veiTels with high decks, gallies, galiots
and barks well provided. All thele vefTels lay "at an-

chor, and waited for the coming' of the pope's gallies
and French veflch under Raveftein's command. But
this officer, far from obierving the king his matter's

inflections, and in hopes of getting the whole honour
of the campaign to him/elf, went firft, without confut-

ing the grand mailer, and befieged the capital of the
ifle of Mitylene.

Ti-i e Venetians were at fea with thirty gallies They
were continually expecting thoie of the pope; and Ra-
veftein flattered himieli, that with that luccour he
fhould have the glory of this conquclL But it v/as not

long before he found that the enterprise exceeded his

•ftrength. The place was fortified with ftrong baftions,
and was defended by a numerous garrifbn confiding
chiefly of janizaries. Moreover, the French general
had not troops to invert it round, and the Turks were

every moment throwing new luccours into it. Rave-

ftein, after
loling abundance of men in ieveral attacks,

was obliged to raile the fiege; and pretending that the

feaionwas too far advanced, he returned directly for the

coafts of France. The Venetian general wrote the

grand matter word, that the French had attempted and
afterwards railed the fiege of Mitylene without his pri-

vity and confent ; adding, that there was no depending
on the fifteen gallies of the pope, th.it were fo many
caftles in the air ; that he knew oniy of two, which
the duke of Valentinois his fon wras employing at that

time againft the prince of Piombino, and that they had

no notion at all in Italy of the pontiff's taking up arms

againft the Turks. Nevertheless the league iubfifted

fome time longer, during which the Chriftians took the

iflands of St. Maure from the Infidels, which was the

only benefit they reaped from tlrs union oftheChriftian,

princes. The war that broke out between the French,

and Spaniards in the kingdom of Naples deftroyed it

entirely } and the pope, inftead of intervening to re-

concile thofe two powers, did all he could to foment

their
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their divifions. TheVenetians deferted by the principal

qftheir allies, made a ieparate peace with theTurk. La-
diflaus king of Hungary entered into a like treaty with

Bajazet, and none flood out but the knights of Rhodes,
who, without having the lead luccour from the pope
and the other princes of Europe, continued the war

agamft the Turks with the (ingle forces of the order.

Their gallies were then at lea, and met off the

coafts of Syria and Egypt a fleet of Turkifh and Sara-

2en fhips, bound from Alexandria, where they had been

richly laden with merchandize, to Conflantinople.
The chevalier deVillaragut,caflelian of Empofla, com-
manded this fjuadion: he attacked and beat the con-

voy of this rich fleet, which he feized on, and brought
into the port of Rhodes. The prize indeed was con-
fiderable. but not fufricient to remove the grand mailer's

concern for the indifference and negligence of his al-

lies. He employed every method, and uied the moil

prefling inftances, but to no purpofe, in order to give
new life to ihe league, and engage the pope to keep
his word the following campaign. That pontiff, who
had fuffieiently re-eflablifhed his reputation in having
formed a league, employed his thoughts only on the

making a great provifion for Caefar Borgia his favourite

fon. He was for making that baftard a lbvereign prince
and raifmg his fortune upon the ruins of the firfl houles
of

Italy.

The other princes of the alliance were in like man-
ner entirely taken up with their own private interefts.

The grand mafler feeing no room to expect any thing
for the advantage ofChriflendom under fuch a pontifi-

cate, waited for a change, and in the mean time turn'
ed all his care to regulate the conflitution of his flate,
and the manners of his knights and people.
By an edict of the council he banifhed the Jews out

of the ifle of Rhodes, and all the territories of the order
in which they had been fettled for feveral ages. The
hereditary averfion of that people for the adorable per-
fon of Jeius Chrift, made them odious to the grand ma-
iler. Befides/ they ruined the iubjecls of the order by

their
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their excefuve ufury, and were accu led likewiSe of a

certain kind of trafRck that was ftill more bate and in-

famous.

From the fame motive of piety, and rhe fame fpiri t

of religion, the grand mafter made Severe ordinances a-

gainft blaSphemers,and extended them afterwai ds againft
the luxury of lome knights that went too line and gaudy
in apparel. This worthy head of an order, holy in its

inftitution, being as regular a religous as he was a

great captain, ordered all his knights, agreeable to

what had been always pracVued in the order, to wear
no cioaths bit what were plain, uniform, of one co-

lour, and without any ofthole vain embellishments, the

refult of pride and ambition ; and if any one dared to

infringe that Statute, he was condemned to undergo the

discipline for two days, and fall for Seven, and his

cioaths were confiscated for the benefit of the poor.
All the old,commanders and the moft zealous among
the knights highly commended the grand mailer for

this wiSe regulation. From that moment there were no
more to be Seen any SlaSFs of different, colours, embroi-

deries, rich furs, or any fort of vain. equipage unfuitable

to a iet of religious perfons who had made the folemn

vow of poverty at the altar. Indeed what could one
think to leethele religious drefTed up like So many wo-

men, and perhaps with a view only of deducing them,
and to have nothing of their profcflion about them but a

bare croSs, which they would not have worn neither,

had it not ferved ibr a title to the claim they laid to

the revenues of the .order ? 'Twas a happy circumllance

indeed, that at the lame time that they refumed the

modeSl habit of their profeflion, they returned likewife

the Spirit
of it; and the order again found a Set of holy

religious in the perlbn of its brave knights.
Whilst the grand mafler was employing himfelf

(b worthily in maintaining a regular discipline in his

order, one would have thought that the pope had con-

(pired its ruin. That pontiSf, ever greedy of wealth,
and above 0!! hings fond of delpotick power, beftow-

ed the richeft dignities of the order upon his relations

and
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and (ecular perfons; and diipoled of them without the

privity oK the grand mafter, without the lead regard
for the nature of the poifciTions which belonged to an

independant and fovereign body, and in violation of all

the rights and priveleges of the order. This unjuft
and violent proceeding afHicled the grand m after in a

very fenlible manner. He wrote about it to the pope
in very ftrong terms, fuch as a true zeal is apt to in-

fpire; but all the anfwer he had was a continuation of
the fame injuftice j and he had an account, that even
after his remonftranees, Alexander had promited the

grand priory of Caftile to Don Henry de Toledo.
This news threw the Grand mafter into a melancholy
which ended at laft in a ficknefs that proved mortal to
him. The generous old man, a flncere lover of his

order, of whole merit and ulefulnefs he was thoroughly
perfuaded, could not get the better of his grief. His

indiipolition became infenfibly too ftrong for all the
remedies ofphyfick. He funk under it without lofing

anything of his ordinary refolution, and law death fteal

upon his bed with the lame intrepidity that he had
fo often ftared it in the face in war amidft the mod ter-

rible dangers. Thus died, at above eighty years of

age, Peter d'Aubuifon, grand mafter of the order of
St. John of Jeru!alem,one of the greateft captains ofhis

age : a man rever'd by ail the piinces that lived in bu
time, the darling and delight of his knights, the father
of the poor, the redeemer of Rhodes, the fword and
buckler of Chriftendom, and as eminently diitinguifh-
ed by his unfeigned piety as by his lingular valour.

His birth was illuftrious ; he was fprung of one of
the moft noble and moft antitnt houfes of France the

original of which is not to be traced in the
oblcurfry

of the fiift ages of that monarchy. ,-\bout the year 88 7
as Aimar de Chabanois relates, a nobleman of the name
of Aubuffon was made a viicount in the province of
Limoufin by king Eudes. 7 he lame hiftoriau, who
lived in 1029, in order to fet off the birth 0/ Turpin
bifliop of Limoges, fays, that he was uncle to Robert
viicount d'Aubuifon. But how illuftrious fbever the
Vol. III. L

grand
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grand matter's anceftors were, he gloried chiefly la

f'uch of them as had fignalized themfelves in the wars

of the holy land. 'Twas to copy after their example
that he devoted himfelf to the defence of Chriftians by

entering into the order, and fight'ng under the banner

of St. John ; we have now feen in the hiftory of his

life that he was as ferviceable to them, as he was terrible

to the Infidels. The order, after his death, inherited

his eftate ; but we may fay with juftice, that the moft

valuable treafure he left was the remembrance of his

glory and the example of his virtues.

THE
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BOOK VIII.

THOUGH
all grand matters are mortal, we may

fay that the order of St. John is immortal, and

that fuch a kind of republican government,
founded upon invariable laws, and always actuated by
a wile council, may lofe its head, or fome of its mem-

bers,.without lofing any thing of its folidity. Let what-

ever will happen, it is always the fame fpirit that

reigns ink : the hiftory of the grand matter

d'Aubuffon furnifhes us a great example of it. 1503.
The order was not fenfibleof his lofs, by reafon

of the wiidom and zeal of his fucceiibr. Emeri
This fucceflbr was brother Emeri d'Amboise.
d'aM BOISE, of an ancient and very
noble houfe, which was at that time particularly famous

L 2 'by
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by the famous George d'Amboife, brother to the grand
mafter, archbiihop of Rouen, cardinal and legate of
the holy fee, and firft minifter of France.
The new grand mafter was in that kingdom, when

the chevalier de Gaverfton, by order of the council,
brought him the inftrument of his election. This
knight was ordered to reprefent to him what need the
order had of the king of France's good offices with the

pope, who continued, contrary to their rights and pri-

vileges, to put his creatures into all the commandries
that fell vacant in the language of Italy. They com-
plained likevvhe, that by his grant of expe&ative fa-

vours, he
anticipated upon the vacant ones j and that

tor an incoi iidcrable furn- of money, he not only ex-

empted the knights from their rcfidence at Rhodes,
wlv'ch was fo neceiTary at that time in order to acquire
and

preferye
a right of leniority ; but alio difpenfed

with federal from taking on them the vows of the or-

der, a practice which was entirely unprecedented. E-

very thing was venal in the court of this avaricious

pope ; no body, even in his own territories, could be
jich with

fefety ; and when he wanted pretences to

f.ize on other people's eftaies, he kept a let of poiibners
in his pay, who by their abominable art, made the
richeft commandries and the firft dignities of the church
vacant whenever he pleafed.

It feemed ftrange that in fo holy a pod God mould
fo long fiiiFer a monfter that diihonoured it : but if his

}Ua:See was flow, it was not the lefs fevere upon that

account : and this pontiff perifhed by the ordinary in-

ftrument of his cruelties : for his laft crime proved fa*

tal tohimfelf

The pope and his fon had long hankered after, and

graiped already in their hopes, the inheritance of the

great eftate of cardinal Adrian Cornetto, who palled
for the richeft of all the cardinals in ready money : but
as the old man lived too long for their wi flies, they re-

folved to poifon him. The pope invited him to an
entertainment in a country houfe near Rome : the poi-
fon was prepared in a bottle of wine, which was to

be
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be filled out to no body but the cardinal. But the pope
and the duke of Valentinois coming to the gaulen he-

fore him, and finding thcmiclves thiifty, called for

drink, and the butler, who was let into the fecret of

the bottle, happening not to be there at that moment,
another fervant filled them wine out of the poifbded

bottle, which they drank off. Alexander being old,

could not refift the violence of the poiibn, what re-

medies foever they applied
a

. Thus died pope Alex-

ander VI. u whole publick debaucheries, lays P Da-

niel in his hiftory of France, treacheries, boundlefs

M ambition, inlatiable avarice, cruelty and irreligion,
*-' madejhim the odium of all Europe, in a poft to which
u none ought to be railed but by the practice of virtues,
*' the very oppofite of his abominable vicesb .

Tae duke of Valentinois being of a ftronger con-

ftitution, efcaped indeed by the help of various reme-

dies, from dying outright ; but ever after this terrible

accident, he lived but in a ftate of languiihment ; and

afterwards loft his life in attempting to reconnoitre a

imall place that he had befiesed.

Thus were the church in general, and the order of
St. John in particular, delivered from two tyrants, who
by their wicked example, and their unjuft government,
feemed to have confpired their ruin. The grand mai-
ler hearing of their death, and thinking himlelf no

longer neceiTary at the court of France, prepared to fet

out for Rhodes, whereupon he took leave of the

king. That prince gave him the utmoft demonstrati-

ons of kindneis, made him a prelent of a piece of the

true crofs, and gave him at the fame time, as a teftimony
of the efteem he had of his valour, the iword that

king St. Lewis were in his wars beyond fea, a prefent

very fuitable to the head of an order who was animat-

ed with the fame fpirit as that holy king. The grand
-L 3 mafter,

a
1 Edit. t. a. p. 17Z1.

b Hiftoria arcana
j
five de vita Alexandri VI. papse 5

feu excerpta
exdiari® Johannis Burchardi Argentinenfis capellse Alexandri VI.

papae clerici ceiemoniartm magiftri, Edita a Gcdefr, Guiliehn.
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mafter, before his letting out, went to the parliament.
The courts were then affembled in order to verify the
bulls relating to the legatine faculties of cardinal d'Am-
boife his brother. He told that auguft aiTembly, that
he would not let out for his own territories without

taking leave of that court, to which he allured in ge-
neral, as likewife to every particular member of it,

that he would do them all the good offices that lay in
his power.
The grand mafter had a profperous voyage, and

arrived without any obftacle at Rhodes, and came to

an anchor by the mole of St. Nicholas. He was re-

ceived with all the ufual ceremonies on fuch occafions;
and in order to get a true information of the condition
of the whole body of the order, he called a general

chapter. Several regulations were made in it, for the

fupporting of dilcipline, and for fettling a good order

in the adminiftration ofthe revenue : and it was high-

ly necefTary to take proper meafures to prevent the ill

defigns ofthe Turks and Sarazens. Bajazet and the

loklan of Egypt being exafperated againft the knights,
who were rnafters of the lea, in all parts of the Levant,
had iecretly made a league together to deftory a power
which ruined the commerce of their fubjects. The
grand feignior being now freed from the inquietude
that his brother's life had before given him, could not

forgive the knights for receiving a fon of that unfor-

tunate prince into their ifland. He was called Amurath,
who not fancying himfelf fafe in the fbldan's domini-

ons, had taken refuge at Rhodes. Bajazet, by way
of revenge, had given orders to all the corfairs that

failed under his banner, to make defcents in all the ifles

that owned the grand mafter as their lovereign. The
foldan too had agreed to raife a ftrong army to lay fiege

to Rhodes: but. as there was no wood in his dominions

to build mips, the grand feignior lent him four gallies

well equipped, and allowed that prince's embaffador to

purchafe feveral merchant (hips in the port of Conftan-

tinople : thefe the embaffador laded with timber, iron,

fails, and ail other necefTary rigging. Befides this

fuccour,
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fuccour, that minifter obtained leave of the grand fei-

gnior for the foldan his mailer to cut down timber in

the forefts about mount Negro, and along the gulph of

Ajazzo ; this gulph is well known toCilicia and Syria

together. Thele preparations were not intended on-

ly for the war of Rhodes. The foldan, whole name
was Campion Gauri, defigned part ofthem againft the

Portuguefe, who were grown formidable along the

coaftsofthe Red-fea, and over all the eaft. They
•were to carry this timber all ready framed to the port

of Alexandria, from whence they tranfported it upon
camels to Suez, a fmall town feated on the

-edge of the Red-fea,
a near the place where l>Oj\

the Ifiaelites had formerly crofTed as on dry

land, under the conduct of Moles.

Emanuel king of Portugal, one of the greateft

kings ofthat nation, was then making war upon Nau-
beadarin king of Calecut : the fpice trade had drawn

the Pottuguele into his territories, which lie along the

coaft ofMalabar, in the peninfula on this fide Ganges.
This was the place where the Portuguefe landed when

they difcovered the Eaft: Indies. They were at firft

received by the people with great humanity j but after-

wards abufing their good nature, and attempting to

make themielves mafters of the country, they were

driven out of it. The Portuguefe returned thither

with powerful fleets. The king of the country, not hav-

ing forces enough to make head againft thele foreign-

ers, applied to the foldan of Egypt for fuccour : and

in order to engage him in his defence, reprefented to

him by his embaffador, that the Portuguefe feemed to

have a delign to conquer the eaft, and deftroy the ho-

ly law of the prophet ;
and that thole Europeans were

likely to extend their conquefts as far as the places

which true Mufulmen have in the greateft veneration.

And the better to excite the zeal and indignation of

that prince, he engaged the king of Aden, who hav-

ing
*

Oxorius, 1.
3.

c. 4.
Matt. 1.

3, c. a. hift. gen. de Portugal, jar LccAuian,
torn. 2.



I 28 Hifiory ofthe Knights c/'Malta.

ing the honour to be of the race of Mahomet, bear.?,,

on that account, a diflinguifhed rank among the kings
of Arabia, to difpatch likeways an embafJador to him
to make the fame remonftrances.

C a m p s o n
, who, among other titles, afTumed that of

protector of Mecca, aiTured them of flrong fuccours ;

and was likeways follicited to it underhand by the Ve-

netians, who were jealous of the commerce carried on

by the Portuguefe in the eaft, and had lent an embaf-

fador to the foldan. This embafFador brought ieveral

workmen along with him, fome to call
artillery, others

to work in the building of veflels ; but who were par-

ticularly to be employed in building gallies, veflels ab-

fblutely necefTary in the port of Suez, which had not a

bottom iafe enough for great vcfTels to ride in.

This was the occafion of Campfon's defiring leave

of Bajazet to fupply himfelf with timber out of the fo«

refls of Ciiicia. Whilh: his artificers were employed
in thefe kinds of work, the grand ieignior put to fea a

fleet confiding of a great number of galiots, flutes, and
other forts of veffels, with a body of land forces on

board, under the command of a famous corfair called

Camali, to whom the reft of the corfairs had joined
themfelves in this expedition, and who had all ofthem

orders, as we have laid, to make delcents on the ifles

belonging to the knights, and deftroy all with fire and
fword. But they were prevented by the care and vi-

gilance of the grand mafter : feveral detachments of

cavalry, with the braveft knights at their head, were

polled along the coaft of the ifle of Rhodes to guard
it ; fb that the corfairs attempting to make a defcent,
the troops which they put on fhore were furrounded

by the Rhodians as foon as they advanced into the

country. The greateft part of them were cut to pieces,
and Camali gathering together as many as he could of

thofe that efcaped the fword of the knights, fet faila-

gain and fell upon the ifles of Simia, Tilo and NifTaro,

but with no better fuccefs than he had at Rhodes. He
was in hopes however of repairing thefe mifcarriages

by the conqueft of the ifle of Lango j in this view he

flood
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ftood away for that coafl:, and was not far from it

when he was informed that the grand mailer had put a

confiderable body of knights in it, under the command
of brother Raimond de Balagner, an old knight, dread-

ed over all thofe leas for his valour and experience
All this expedition ended in a delcent on the ifle of

Lcro, which does not ib much dcferve the name of an

ifland, as of a rock or fhelf j Camali landed 500
Turks, that began to batter the caltle with all the can-

non of their veflels.

The governor of this little place was an old knight,
of the language of

Italy, who being extreme-

ly ill at that time, left the care of defending it 1 506.
to a young knight of Piedmont, Icarce eigh-
teen years old, Paul Simeoni by name. This young
knight having no garrifon nor foldiers, but only fome

poor inhabitants that cultivated the leaft rocky places
of the ifle, put a good face upon the matter, and fired

briskly on the infidels that battered the place ; but as

their artillery had beat down a great pannel of the

wall of his caftle, he, to intimidate the enemy, and

prevent their making an aflault, drefTed the inhabitants

of the ifland, and alio their wives, in the habit of

knights, with the white croft : this new militia, by
his orders, lined the breach in great numbers. The
Turks taking them to be really knights, and imagin-

ing that they were a re-inforcement which had been

fent on the noile of their cannon, and landed in the

ifle by night, railed the fiege with precipitation, for

fear of being furpriled by the gallies of the order,
which owed the prelervation of this fort to the reiblu-

tion and adrefs of young Simeoni.

The foldan of Egypt, purfuant to the treaty which
he had made with Bajazet, had lent feven flutes into

thole leas ; which are a fort of long veflels with a low

deck, and provided with oars as well as fails. Thefe
flutes had land forces on board, and the commodore's

defign was to make at attempt on the ifle of Lango.
Two of thefe veflels, that were a fort of van to the

reft; advancing a good way before them in order to re-

con*
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connoitre, were difcovered by the centinels of the-

caftle. The governor immediately ordered two gal-
lies to fail out of the port, who, after having put out
to lea, turned back upon the flutes, and cut off their re-

treat. The Sarazens not thinking themfelves ftrong.

enough to fight them, and not able to get back to their

fquadron, made for the coaft of Lango, ran their (hips

aground, got on fhore, fled and hid themfelves in the

iiland. The knights knowing they could not efcapc

being taken, loft no time in purfuing them, but towed
off the two flutes, put Chriftian foldiers and feamen on-

board them, with two knights, that got into the fame
courfe which the infidels had held before. The other

five flutes that came quietly on, feeing the two others

that preceeded them, came up with rhem without mif-

trufting any thing ; but they were ftrangely furpriled
to fee themfelves attacked : they were (till more fo,

when they faw the two gallies of the order appear from-

behind a cape of the ifiand, and lay them aboard. The
Infidels, after a (mart attack, were forced to ftiike,and
were all made Haves in the gallies, as well as thofe that

had fled to the ifiand, where they were loon difcovered

and taken prifoners.
This little advantage was fucceeded by an enter-

prife much more confiderable, that was exe~

1507. cuted by one of the veflels of the order.

There went every year from Alexandria a

great carack laden with filks, fpices, and all forts of

merchandize, which thefoldan's fubjecls brought from
the Indies by the way of the Red-fea, and were carri-

ed in this vefTel from Egypt into Africa, and to Tunis,
and up as far as Conftantinople. This fhip was of fo

extraordinary a bulk, that they fay the top of the

highefl: mail: of the largeft gallies was not near the

height of the prow of this prodigious machine. Six

men were fcarce able to clafp the mail: about. This
vefTel had /even ftories, two of which were lower than

the furface of the water : it was able to carry, befides

its freight, and the merchants and feamen neceflary for

the working and failing of it, a thoufand foldiers for

its
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Its defence ; it was a fort of floating caftle, mounted
with above an hundred pieces of cannon : the Sarazens

called this carack the queen of the lea: the knights, dur-

ing the government of AubufTon, had attempted feve-

ral times to come up with it and attack it, but never

could carry their point. The order was more lucky
under his fucceflbr. Advice being brought that it was
at fea, the grand mafter ordered the chevalier de Gaf-

tineau, commander of Limoges, to go on board the

admiral galley of the order, and endeavour to meet the

carack and engage it, but to make ufe of artifice rather

than force in the taking of it, and to be particularly
careful neither to burn nor fink it. The commander,

purfuant to his orders, let fail, fteering his courie for

Candia, and cruifing a little beyond that ifland to wait

the coming up of the prize. The carack loon ap-

peared, and dilcovered the Chriftian caper ; but the

Sarazens prefuming on their own force, and the fupc-

liority of their fire and artillery, would not change
their courfe ; fo far from that, they looked on their e-

nemy with contempt, and thought it a rafhnefs in the

Chriftian to put himlelf in their way, as if he had a-

mind to be taken, and furrender himlelf up into his

hands.

The knight however ftill kept on his courie, and

feeing himfelf within cannon Ihot, fent one of his offi-

cers in his long-boat to fummon the captain of the ca-

rack to deliver up his (hip. The Sarazen replied, that

the (hip belonged to the foldan his mafter ; that he
had by his orders commanded her leveral years, with-
out having met with any enemy in thofe leas daring e-

nough to attack him, and required him to teil his com-

mander, that he had a number of brave Mufulmen on

board, who would lofe their lives rather than loie their

honour and their liberty. The knight, upon receiving
this anfwer, and as if he had a mind to make up this

affair by way of treaty, lent his officer back to the Sa-

razen, to reprefent to him that his fuperiors had given
him expreis orders to attack him whether ftrong or
weak ; that he could not help obeying them, and

there-
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therefore could only offer them, if they would fur*

render, to give them good quarter ; but that in cafe

they would not, he would either burn or link them.

By means of thele parlies, the time which was fpent in

diipatching the Chriftian officer backwards and for-

wards, the commander, who had no delign but to a-

mufe thein, was Mill advancing forwards, and was
come alraoft inlenfibly up clofe to the carack ;

lb that

the Sarazens having threatened the envoy to throw him
into the fea if he returned any more with fuch propo--

fals, he was no fooner got on board the galley of the

order, but the commander let fly
a broadfide of his

cannon loaden with cartridges, which killed the Sara-

zen captain, with mod: of the officers, as well as fol-

diers and leamen that were upon the deck. The mer-

chants, foldiers and leamen that were left in the ca-

rack, frighted at the terrible havock made by this vol-

ley, and ieeing them preparing to fire a fecond broad-

fide, (truck and offered to yield. The commander o-

bliged the principal of them to come on board his gal-

ley, and at the lame time lent a party of his own offi-

cers and leamen on board their vellel, to take the ma-

nagement of it. 'Twoulu be impoffible to relate the

immenfe wealth that was found in this prize, befides

vaft fums of money and precious (tones belonging to the

merchants.

The foldan lent feveral bales of pepper, ginger, cin-

namon, cloves, and a great quantity of rich tapeftry,

camlets, and various forts of commodities of great va-

lue for the ranfom of the merchants and his other fub-

jecls.
The vcnels of the order took likeways, a few

days after, near the coaft of Cyprus, three fhips of the

Sarazens, and lent the merchandife on jboard them to

be Ibid .in France, the produce of the fale being laid

out in cannon, arms, and ammunition, which the a-

gents of the order lent to Rhodes.

The foldan, incen'cd at thele lofTes, refolved to

augment his naval force, and to have always a certain

number of gallies in the Mediterranean and

Z510. Red-tea. That prince fent live and twenty
veflels of different bulk into the gulph ofA-

jazzo,
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jazzo, to tranfport the timber which he had caufed to

be cut and ready framed there, and defigned to make
ufe of tor the building of new veflels.

The grand mafter having certain advice of the ar-

rival of this Egyptian fleet in the gulph, and that this

new armament was defigned againfta Chriftian prince,

refolvedtooppcieit. He propofed the matter to the coun-

cil. Several of the grand crcfTes thought the enterprize

dangerous by realbn of the forces of the foldan : but as

the order was ftronger at lea than that prince, and be-

fides, the council was perfuaded of the wiidom and

prudence of the grand mafter, his opinion prevailed,
and they allowed him to draw out of the treafury the

money neceflary for this expedition. He gave orders

for equipping the great carack, and they fitted out at

the fame time four gallies of the order, and eighteen
veflels of feveral fizes. As the king of Portugal's in-

tereft was chiefly concerned in this war, the grand
mafter gave the command of the gallies to Andrew
d'Amaral a Portuguele, of the language of Caftile,

commander of Vera Crux, a brave knight, and well

skilled in naval affairs, but proud, conceited, and toa

much prepoflcfled in favour of his own valour and ca-

pacity.
The (hips were under the command of the cheva-

lier de Villiers de rifle-Adam : the grand mafter chole

him for this employment, on account of the efteem and

reputation he had in the. order, which he had merited

by his valour and wife conduct in commanding.
.The gallies failing out of the port of Rhodes, came

up to the ifle of Cyprus, and 'went coafting up* and
down the ifland. But the commander de l'Ifle-Adam, to

avoid being becalmed, kept out to ita ; and both, ac-

cording to appointment, came by different ways to

cape St. Andre, which is on the eaft of the kingdom
of Cyprus. When the whole fleet of the order was

joined, they held a council of war upon the manner
of their attacking the infidels. The two chieftains, I

mean d'Amaral and l'Ifle-Adam, were of different opi-
nions. The Frenchman propofed to wait, and furprife
Vol. III. M the
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the (hips when they mould be at Tea with the timber

on board ;
d'Amaral was for going to attack them in

the bottom of the gulph, without confidering that they

might be defended by batteries erected on the fhore :

and pretended to make his opinion pais for a law, at

the fame time that he rejected that ofrifle-Adam with

contempt. The debate grew very hot ; the two ge-
nerals were on the point of fighting; but the French-

man having more moderation, and
fearing that the

quarrel might caufe the enterprife to mifcary, facrificed

his refentment to the common good ofthe order, and lub-

mitted to d'Amaral's opinion. The whole fleet then dif-

co\ ered itfelf, and entered full tail into the gulph. The
commodore of the Sarazens was the foldan's nephew :

the young prince, who wanted no courage, feeing the

Rhodian fleet, put what land forces he had on board his

fliip, weighed anchor, advanced to meet the knights,
and offered them battle. There were in the Chriftian

fleet excellent pilots ufed to thofe feas, who, by work-

ing their mips, got the wind of the enemy ; the infi-

dels however were not daunted at it, but fought on
with the fame courage. The artillery was played equal-

ly well on both fides, and the generals fought themfelves,
and obliged their ibldiers to fight like men that would
not outlive their defeat. The continual fire of the can-

non and fmall arms, the crafh and havock of the (hip-

ping, the mooting down the mafts, and finking of fe-

veral veffels, all this loft abundance of men on both

fides; and after an obftinate engagement for three

hours together,
it was fcarce defcernible on what fide

the victory inclined: and in all probability, if they had

continued firing and cannonading only at a diftance,

the battle would not have been fo foon ended ; but the

knights, by order of their generals, endeavoured to

board them, and following their example, leaped moft

ofthem fword in hand into the enemies velTels. This

fbon changed the face of the combat ; and as, when

they come to grapple,
a knight had a great advantage

over a Sarazen foldier both in courage and addrefs, the

Egyptians loft feveral (hips. Moft of the infidels got
into
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into their long-boats, whilft others threw themselves

into the Tea to fwim to the more. Such as were lucky

enough to get thither, fled into the woods and moun-

tains ; only their general chofe rather to die honour-

ably fighting, than either abandon his fhip or furrcn-

dcv.

The knights in this engagement took eleven mips
and four galiies, and funk the reft. They afterwards

landed ibme troops that purlued the fugitives, and took

molt of them, and made them Haves ;
and after Jetting

fire to the timber, which the Egyptians had framed,

they returned to Rhodes, and came back into the port
with the mips and galiies they had taken from the ene-

my, and a great number of priibners that they had ta-

ken in this expedition.
These prizes made the treafury ample amends for

the expences it had been obliged to make for this ar-

mament j efpecially at a time when the knights, out

of a (pint of difappropriation, devoted not only their

prizes to the common good of the order, but alio all

the money they could lay by out of the revenues of

their feveral commandries. We have a remarkable

iuftance of this at that time in. brother Charles I'Ale-

man de la Roche-Chinard, of the language of Provence,

grand prior of St. Giles, who, relerving only to him-

iclf out of his income, a Imall fum for his maintenance,

employed as long as he lived the profits of his priory,
either in the beautifying of their altars, or in the de-

fence and fervice of the order : and they have parti-

cularly obferved, that during the mafterfhip of the

grand mailer d'Aubuffon, he lent to Rhodes the ftatues

of the twelve apoftles, which he had cauled to be
made of gilt plate, and which weighed two hundred
merks of iilver ; that he afterwards lent thither a gold

ring reprelenting the Saviour of mankind, the ftatues

of the holy virgin, and St. John Baptift, both likeways
of maifygold, and weighing fourfcore merks, a

chalice, and feveral rich ornaments for the al- 151 1,

tar : and this year he made the prioral church
a prefent of fifteen pictures which coft him a thoufand

M 2 crowns.
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crowns, having each of them a crofs of fine gold,fafhi-
oned after the iame manner as thole which were worn

by the knights, and weighing thirty merks. In fine,

this very knight built, at his own expence, a noble

palace to ferve as an inn to the knights of the language
of Provence, to whom he lent likeways four cannons

with their carriages, to ferve for the defence of the

place. He lefthimlelf, before he died, no more than

ten thoufand crowns, which he depofited in the bank
of St. George at Genoa, for the benefit of the body of

the order, with the view, that if Rhodes fhould chance,

to be belieged, the knights might find that fiipply rea-

dy for the purchafing arms and ammuniiion : ail of
r'nem difpofitions lb truly Ghriftian and religious, that

we thought ourfelves obliged to traniinit the remem-
brance of them to pofterity, and to propofe them for

an example to the commanders, who, under that ho-

nourable title, are really no more than the adminiftra-

tors of the revenues that belong to the body of the or-

der, and the common treafury. 'Twas from the fame

fpirit,
that the grand mafter cTAmboiie employed the

revenues annexed to his dignity, either in relieving the

poor, who looked upon him as their father, or in mak-

ing fortifications at Rhodes ; but death fur-

1512. priled him in the midft of fuch laudable em*

ployments, in the 78th year of his age, the

greateft part of which he had fpent in the practice of

Chriftian virtues. He was a wife prince, skilful in the

arts of government, fuccefsful in all his enterpriles, and

one who enriched his order with the fpoils of the in-

fidels, without encreafing his own wealth; for he died

poor, at the fame time that he left not one poor man
in his dominions.

We may juftly apply to the grand mafter d'Aubuflbn

what is faid of Raimond Dupuy of blefifed memory, the

firft military grand mafter of the order, viz. that moll

of his pupils proved his fuccefTors. Indeed, upon the

lofs that the order had juft fuftained by the death of

the grand mafter Amboiie, they thought they could

not
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not repair it better than by making choice of brother

Guy de Blanc he fort grand prior

ofAuvergiw, nephew to the grand ma£ Guy de

ter d'Aubuflbn, during whole mafter(hip Blanche-

he had a confiderable (hare in the go- fort.

vernmcnt of the order, and particularly

in the guard and care of prince Zizim.

Whilst meflengers were gone from Rhodes to

France, to carry the prior de Blanchefort news of his

election, the council of the order received a brief from

Julius II. who was then on the throne of St. Peter, in-

viting the principal knights to repair immediately to

the council of Lateran, which that pontiff had called,

in order to balance the authority of the aiTembly called

at Piia againft him, at the requeft of the emperor Max-

imilian the firit, of LewisXII. king of France, and five

cardinals. The pope in his brief told the council of

the order, that he defigned to entruft the knights of

St. John with the guard of the council. The defign

of this warlike pope was to get a confiderable body of

thole knights into his party, and engage them to ierve

in his troops. But the council being well informed,

that the bulinels of that council was not lb m.jch to

take care of the inteiefts of religion, as to fuppon the

ambitious projects of Julius, who had put all Chriften-

dom in aflame, did not think proper to intermeddle in

affairs that bore fo Utile conformity to their inftituti-

on. They excufed themfelves on account of the ab-

fence and diftance of the new grand mailer, from mak-

ing any confiderable detachment on that account. To
fhew tome deference however to the orders of the pope,
the fir It fpiritual fuperior of the order, they ordered the

chevalier Fabricio Caretto admiral of the order, who
was then redding at the court of Rome, in quality of

their procurator general, to raiie In Italy and in the

pope's territorries a number of knights, and to go at the

head of them to offer their (ervice to that pontiff.

The defire of husbanding the Chriftian princes was
not the only motive which made the council take fuch

a prudent reiblution. They had received at Rhodes an

M 3 account
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account of mighty preparations which the Turks were

making in ail their ports j and this made the lieute-

nant of the mafterfhip, and all the council, refolve not
to let any knight go out of the ifland. They diipatch-
ed at the fame time the chevalierJohn deFournon to the

grand mafter, to prefs him to come thither as fbon as

poflible. The commander Caretto, who had acquired
ib much glory at the fiege of Rhodes, had orders like-

ways lent him to repair thither with the pope's per-
miffion, and bring with him two fhips laden with corn,
recruits and fupplies of feveral forts for the gairiibns
effort St. Peter, and the ifies of the order ; and they
fent at the fame time detachments of knights thither to

provide for the defence and prefervation of thofe

places.

The news of the Turks armament fpreading itfelf

over all Europe, made the grand mailer hurry away ;

and though he found himielf dangeroufly ill, nothing
could flop him. He embarked at Villa Franca near

Nice ; but the fea made his illnefs much worfe. The
knights that attended him feeing themselves off of Tra-

pani, a town of Sicily, would fain have perfuaded him
to put in there, and be carried afhore : but the grand

mafler, who had more regard to the interefls of his or*

der than to his own iife, fearing that if he fhould die

in that place, the pope would hear of his death before

his fucceffor was elecled, and take upon him to dilpofe
of the grand mafteifhip, ordered that they fhould keep
on their courfe for Rhodes. After fbme days fail, as

they were cfFof the ifle of Zante. he felt the approach-
es of death. He faced it with the fame intrepidity as

lie had fb often fhewed in the many engagements he

had been in ; and after difcharging all the duties of a

Chriftian and a true religious, he devoted his laft mo-

ments to the preservation of the fovereignty and tem-

poral independence of the order. To prevent any at-

tempt from the court of Rome againfl the freedom of

eleclion, he ordered the knights that attended him, as

foon as the breath was out of his body, and before the

news of hisdeaih couldreach Italy, to difpalch a caravel,

.well
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well provided with excellent rowers, to carry the news

of his death to Rhodes with all poflible expedition. His

lad orders were punctually executed ; the

caraval arrived at Rhodes December 13th. 1 5 1 5.

The day following the chapter met, and Nov. 24.

chole admiralCARETTo for grand mailer, Fabric 10

a dignity that had heen foretold him by Caretto.
the grand matter d'Aubuflbn, as has been

already mentioned in the ieventh book of this hlftory,

and which he deierved not only from a feries of gallant

actions, but alio by the ieveral negotiations that he had

carried on at the courts of Chriftian princes with great
whom and dexterity.

As i'oon as he had taken poffeflion of this eminent

poft, he called a general chapter. As they expected

they were going to be belieged, mod of the regulations

made in it related either to warlike ftores, or the lub-

fiftence of the knights that were necelfary for the de-

fence of Rhodes. The grand mafter undertook to

provide for every thing, and engaged to maintain nVe

hundred and fifty knights that actually reiided in the

convent for the liim of forty thousand crowns which
was to be paid him annually out of the treafury. They
affigned him likewife a farther fum of twenty three

thculand crowns for the extraordinary charges of the

artillery, and the maintenancp of fultan Amurath, Zi-

zim's Ion, who had turned Chriftian, and had the

caftle of Feracle in the ifle of Rhodes given him by
the order for his refidence, where he led a very ex-

emplary life. The grand mailer, by means of a rich

merchant of Lions, Laurenfin by name, got a large
train of artillery from France, and lent thither at the

fame time to reiide in quality of embailador of the

order, brother Philip deVilliers de l'lile-Adam, whom
we have already mentioned, hofpitaller and grand pri-
or of France, in which kingdom he likewiie acted as

vifitor and lieutenant to the grand mafter.

The war which they were apprchenfive of at

Rhodes from the Turks, was impended by fome domef-

tick diffenfions that broke out at the porte in the Otto-

man
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man houfe. Bajazet was (till upon the throne, a gouty
and infirm prince, that delighted only in eating and

drinking, or in {earthing after fbme of the fecrets of

nature, a lazy and voluptuous philosopher but a very
weak prince.
This prince had three fons, Achomat, Corcut and

Selim : the firit, either from a political view, or from
his natural inclination, palled his life in luxury and a

fhameful indolence. Corcut, who has been already
mentioned, and whom the janizaries, after the death

of Mahomet II. his grandfather, had ieated on the

throne, in order to fecure the pohemon of it to his fa-

ther, affected a great air of devotion, and was never

feen without the Alcoran in his hand. Selim, the

youngeft of the three, loved war, and omitted nothing
that might gain him a reputation in it. Among three

princes of fuch different characters, Bajazet was for de-

claring Achomat his fuccefTor; the fimilitude and con-

formity of their talte for pleafures occafioned this diftin-

guifhiug affection in his favour. Selim being informed

of his intentions, employed every artifice in order to

traverie them. He found means to get the janizaries in-

to hisintereft ;
and thofe troops being gained by Se~

lim's money, waited only for an opportunity of de-

claring in his favour.

The grand feignior and the king of Perfia, being
both too powerful and too near neighbours to live In

good underftanding for any time together, declared war

agalnft each oiher. The janizaries, a body of troops

always terrible to fuch of their (bvereigns as do not

make themfelves dreaded by them, before they march-

ed into the field, demanded openly a prince to com-
mand them, and Selim mud be that prince in fpite of

Bajazet, who had named them his eldeft ion for their

general. They carried their infolence ftill higher :

they required of weak Bajazet, as a lecurity of their

pay, as they laid, to deliver up the keys of the treafury
to their new general. The unhappy old man under-

flood the meaning of this well enough : he came down
from the throne and quitted Conftantinople to retire to

De-
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Demotica, a country houfe which he had built by the

fide of the Euxine lea. But Selim, who was diffident

of his inclination for Achomat, got him poifbned by
his phyfician : he afterwards cauied his two brothers

with their wives and children to be ftrangled. Such
were the fteps by which he mounted to ibvereign pow-
er: in other reipects he was a great captain, always
on horilback, indefatigable, /bber, not given to any
pleaiure, nor affected with any thing but glory, which
he fought after all his life-time in the dangers of war.

This prince's ambition, his courage, «his power,
the forces of his enn ire, all contributed to alarm his

neighbours. Ifmael king of PerGa was the firft that

he fell upon. Selim invaded his dominions, pafTed
the Euphrates, gave him battle, routed him, and took

the famous city of Taurus. The perfian to make head

againft. lb formidable an enemy, endeavoured to form

alliances with the princes his neighbours. He fent an

embaffador to the grand mafter, who in the habit of a

merchant, and by the alTiftance of a Turk, who was
an inhabitant of Tarl'us in Cilicia, and had a penfion
from the order, got fafe through Selim's territories, and

came to Rhodes. He was received in that place with all

the regard due to the greatneis of his mailer, and the

importance of the affair he was come to negotiate.
This minifter treated with the council, and concluded

a leage againif. the common enemy. Campion Gauri

fbldan of Egypt, who was as much afraid of Selim as

the reft entered likewiie into the treaty. The grand

feignior having advice of thefe various negotiations,
fent embafladors to Cairo, to di (engage the foldan from

the league ; but not fucceeding in his defign, he turn-

ed his arms againft that prince, and in leis than four

years time reduced Syria, Paleftine, the maritime

places of the Red Sea, a great part of Arabia, and all

Egypt : and having entirely deftroyed the empire of

the Mamelukes, he left the government of Egypt to

Cair-beg, and that of Syria to Gazelles, two lords who
had been principal officers among the Mamelukes, but

who, in breach of the fidelity which they owed to

their
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their fovereigns, had deferted them, and gone over to

the Turks. Selim returned to Conftantinople cover-

ed with glory after thefe great exploits ; and immedi-

ately fet to work in fitting out two hundred gallies,

which he defigned for the concjue.fl of the ifle of

Rhodes.

The precaution fb neceiTary for a conqueror of be-

ing informed of the fortifications of a place which he

intends to befiege, made him fend a Jewifh phyficianto
Rhodes as a fpy. This traitor, in order to be the left

fufpecled, got himfelf baptized : his skill, and the

want they were in of fuch a man of his character, foon

introduced him into the principal houfesofthe city : and

when he had diicovered the weak places of the fortifi-

cations, he gave an exact account of them to the mini-

fters of the porte. Whilft they were continually at

work in the arfenals upon the preparations neceiTary
for this enterprife, Selim fell ill of the ttone, others

fay of a cancer in the reins, of which he died at the

age of forty years, after having deftroyed the empire
of the Mamelukes, fubdued byria and Paleftine, tri-

umphed over all the forces of Perfia, taken the mari-

time towns of the Red Sea, and great part of Arabia,,

and reduced all Egypt into one province only of his

empire : all which conquefts he finifhed in a reign of

lefs than eight years.
So lyman II. his only fon fuccceded him in the

government of this vaft empire, who took pofTeilion
of it almoft at the fame time that CharlesV. was elect-

ed emperor of Germany Solyman was fcarce twenty

years old. Gazelles governor of Syria had been faithful

to his father, whom he flood in fear of, and whofe power
kept him in awe : but thinking himfelf freed from his

engagements by the death of that prince, as foon as he

heard the news of it, he thought of raifingup the empire
of the Mamelukes again, and was not without hopes
ofgetting into the throne himfelf. He wanted neither

courage nor capacity for the carrying on fo mighty a

defign, but as he had not forces fuincient fingly to op-

pole the formidable power of the Turks, he fecretly
dif-
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difpatched one of his confidents toCair-beg governor of

Egypt, in order to endeavour to engage him in his in-

tended revolt. His agent reprefented to him in his behalf,

that under the reign of a young prince, whom he look-

ed upon as a child, nothing could be more ealy or more

glorious for both of them, than to unite their forces, and

employ them to deliver the nation from the tyranny of

the Turks.

But Cair-beg preferred a fortune already made

to his hands, which was as great as a private man
could enjoy, to the uncertain lliccefs of an enterprife

of fo delicate a nature, which, though it mould chance

to fucceed, Gazelles neverthelefs would probably reap
all the benefit of it. To clear himfelf therefore of all

manner of fuipicion of infidelity, he put the envoy of

Gazelles to death, dilpatching at the fame time an ex-

prefs to theporre, in order to acquaint the grand feigni-

or and his minifters with the dangerous projects of the

governor of Syria.
So lyman lent immediately a ftrong army againft

him, under the command of Ferhat bafiia, one of the

ableft generals of the emperor his father. Gazelles

not feeing his agent return, began to be apprehenfivc

that he was betrayed by the governor of Egypt. Ashe

was engaged too far to retreat, and the bare debating

whether one (hall continue faithful to one's ibvereign,

is a breach of faith that merits chaftilement, he (um-

moned about him all the furviving Mamelukes that

were difperied up and down in different places. All

Syria by his orders took up arms ; and he fent em*

bafTadors at the lame time to Rhodes to defire a train

of artillery of the grand mafter, which he wanted, in

order to make head againft their common enemy.
The grand mafter, overjoyed to fee war breaking

out again between the Infidels, immediately fent him

cannon, powder, and other ammunition, with feveral

excellent officers of artillery. Gazelles employed
them to his advantage ; and though he was every mo-

ment expecting the Turkifh army, which was on its

march, he yet befieged Tripoli, Baruth, and feveral

other
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other places of Phoenicia, which he took. His con-

quers were interrupted by the arrival of Ferhat balha.

Though the Egyptian had fewer troops, he law plain-

ly, that he had no refource but in a victory : he march-
ed ftraight againft the Turks : the two armies loon

came to an engagement ; and the victory was dilputed
a longtime. Gazelles at the head of his Mamelukes,
fuftained all the efforts of the Turkifh army for fix

hours together : he rallied his troops ieveral times,

charged always at their head, and killed Ieveral officers

of the janizaries with his own hand : in fine, after

lofing the befc part of his men, oppreiTed with

numbers, and furrounded on all fides, he chofe to die

lighting rather than take quarter. He fell covered o-

ver with wounds, upon an heap of Mamelukes that

had met with the fame fate ; and his death put an end

to the war, and utterly deftroyed that nation, or rather

that body of foldiers which had dilpoled of the throne

of Egypt at their pleafure;
for upwards of two hundred

years.
The grand feignior was not long before he was in-

formed of the leagues which the knights of Rhodes
had entered into againft lultan Selim his father. His

minifters reprefented to him, that thole knights by their

fleets and armaments were mafters of the lea ; that they
had feveral times intercepted the convoys that they
were fending to Syria and Egypt ; that they kept feveral

Turkifh officers in chains, whom they had taken pri-

foners ; that corlairs were continually putting to fea

from Rhodes and the other ifles of the order, to diflurb

the commerce of his fubjects ; and to raile his relent-

ment to the height, they put him in mind of the fuc-

cours which they fent to Gazelles to fupport him in his

rebellion. Solyman reiblved to invade that ifland,

and was particularly confirmed in that delign by fbme

memorials that fultan Selim had left, wherein was this

obfervation, that to iecure the frontiers of his empire,
it wasnecefTary to takerthe town of Belgrade inEurope,
and. the ifland of Rhodes in Afia.

But
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But Solyman, before he engaged in two fucli diffi-

cult entcrprtfes, feeing himfelf in polfcflion of fuch a

vaft empire, was defirous of eftablifhing his authority

upon certain principles and maxims of a very different

nature from thole which his predecefTors had followed.

Before Solyman's reign, force alone, with refpecl to

the neighbouring princes, determined both of peace
and war, and was the fovereign rule of the enterprises

of his predecefTors ; at the fame time that a barbarous

defnotick power was the only law that prevailed with-

in the kingdom. The bafhas plundered the people
with impunity ; and the prince in his turn fqueezed
thefe fponges, and frequently put the great eft of them
to death ; under fuch a government no rich man could

be innocent. Solyman's conduct, was entirely oppofire:
he never made war without declaring it, and he never

declared it without having a plaufible pretence for do-

ing fb, which, after all, politick princes are feldom

wanting in. His fubjects under his reign law perhaps
for the tirft time juftice and equity reign together.
This prince, the greateft monarch that ever fat upon
the Turkifh throne, ilTued out a proclamation through-
out all his dominions, the purport of which was, that

•all fuch as had been unjuftly deprived of their eftates

by his father and his anceftors, by applying themfelves

only to him, would have juftice done them. The un«

juft pofTefTors of thole eftates, which were appointed
for the keeping up of temples and mofques, were fe-

verely punifhed : he reftored the authority of the

courts of judicature which had been laughed at in

the precedent reigns. Several cadis or judges, that

had prevaricated in their pofts, were condemned to

death : and as to the grandees and bafhas, he never

put any of them to death for the lake of their riches,
but only punifhed fuch as grew' lb by extortions, and

abuftng their power ; in a word, he declared war a-

gainft vice, injuftice and violence, before he carried

his arms agamft the enemies of his law.

Such was Solyman when he refolved to make war

upon the Chriftians. This prince being told that A-
Voi. III. N murath,
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murath II. and Mahomet H. had mi/carried at the

lieges ofBelgrade and Rhodes, fancied that fuch an en-

terpnle would be an honour to his firft attempt in war.
He refolved to begin with the liege of Belgrade j but

to hinder the Hungarians from making timely prepar-
ations for their defence, his minifters, by his orders,

gave out that his defigns were directly levelled againft
the ifle of Rhodes.

Bu t the grand mafter, to prevent them, built new
walls in iuch places of the city asfeemed moft to want
them. They augmented the fortifications of the place
and filled the magazines with corn, ammunition and

provifions. The pope, at the requeft of this vigilant

grand mafter, fent three galleons well provided to the

luccour of the order; and Francis I. king of France,
furni filed at the fame time nine gallies, four brigan-

tines, and four barks well equipped- This little fleet ar-

rived iafe at Rhodes, under the command of the baron

de St. Blancard.

But Solyman had no fooner made his real defigns

public by the liege of Belgrade, but thole foreign ftiips

returned homewards. Hungary was at that time un-

der a young prince who was ftill a minor, whole name
was Lewis, and ion of Ladiflaus ; or rather, there were
as many princes as great men in the kingdom, who
tjre it to pieces by their domeftick dilTenlions, arifing'
from a reciprocal emulation, and were greater enemies

to one another than to the very Infidels. The grand

leignior, the better to conceal his defigns, had fent an

embalfador to the young king, to notify to him his

accefllon to the empire : but inftead of receiving that

minifter with the reipecT: due to his character, the lords

of the council had treated him as a ipy, and hindered

him from returning to his mafter.

This was the occafion ofthe war. Solyman relent-

ing this fhameful violation of the law of nations, after

having demanded iatisfacYion for it, but to no purpofe,
fent Pyrrhus bafha at the head of a great body of horfe

to inveft the town of Belgrade, antienily the capital
of the country called Rafcia, This place which was built

on
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on the edge of an hill at the confluence of the Save and

Danube, was, befides the fortification which nature

had bellowed upon it, fuvrounded with a double wall,

flanked at proper diftances with great towers well pro-
vided with artillery ; and on an eminence which com-

manded the town, there was a cattle called antientiy

Taurunum. It was ftrengthened with all the fortifica-

tions that art could invent, and was then looked upon
as impregnable.
Solym an followed the bafha clofe, and foon ap-

peared at the head of a formidable army. The trenches

were opened, batteries of canon were railed, and the

Turks carried on their works with the utmoft diligence,
All Europe fixed their eyes on the liege of a place
which they confidered as one of the bulwarks of jphri-

ftendom. The knights of Rhodes efpecially interefted

themfelves in it, and the rather, became. they judgedif
5

the Turk fhould carry Belgrade without any oppofition
from the Cliriftian princes, that fuccefs would probably
determine him to undertake the fiege of Rnodes next.

Whilst they were under this uneafmefs, the grand
matter fell ill, and was cerried off pretty fuddenly.
He was a liberal prince, was magnificent, charit'He,
a lover of his people, and dcfirous to be beloved by
them ; and what was very rare in that age, he was

learned in the dead languages, and fpoke moft of the

living ones with great facility. His death was 10

much the more conliderable lo!s to the order at this

jun&ure, in that the knights who were going to have

war with the porte, could the eafler have obtained

fuccours from mod: of the Chriftian princes., he being
highly in their efteem, and having often negotiated
with them during his embafly at Rome.
The order not being able to continue without an

head, as loon as the funeral was folemnized, they af-

fcmbled to chufe himafucceffor. Brother Andrew d'A-
maral chancellor of the order, and grand prior of Caf-

tile, whom we have already mentioned on occaflon of
his difpute with the chevalier de l'lfle-Adam, demand-
ed that eminent dignity with as much arrogance and

N 2 pre-
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prefumption, as if he thought he fhould thereby do 3
favour to the order by condelcending to accept it.

He had not indeed been thought unworthy of it,

had he not been the firft to do himfelf that juftice : His

prefumption, and the contempt he difcovered for his

rivals, occafioned all unanimoufly to declare againft
him, lb that all the votes were divided only between

Sir Thomas Docray, grand prior of Eng-
Philip de land, and brother Philip de Villiers
Villiers de l'Isle-Adam, hofpitaller and grand
DE l'Isle prior of France. The Engliihman was

Adam, diftinguifhed by fublimity of genius, and
his great skill in treating with princes, at

whoie courts he had been employed on important em-
baflies: and in a juncture when Rhodes was threaten-

ed with a liege, lome regard was alfo had to the great
riches which that knight pohefTed. L'ifle-Adam for

his part had acquired a great confideration and general
efleem in the order, by his wile conduct in all his em-

ployments, and by his open and candid behaviour,
full offranknefs and integrity, and which was too na-

tural for ambition and hypocriiy to counterfeit for a

long time together.
This lord was then abfent; he had no partifans in

the aflembly but the remembrance of his fervices, and
the knowledge of his virtues. 'Twas owing only to a

reputation fo well eftablifhed, that he had a plurality of

voices in his favour, fo that he was declared grand matter.

All the knights applauded the choice which

j

'

the electors had made, and there was an uni-
•*

' '

verial joy over all the ifland. D'Amaral alone

was mad with vexation ; and in the firft tranfports of

his paihon could not help faying to a Spanifh command-
er who was his, friend, that l'lfle Adam mould be the

lafl grand matter that reigned at Rhodes.

Time, inftead of mollifying the violence of his re-

fentment, ferved only to increaie it. 'Tis faid, that

his private animofity againfl:
the perfon of the grand

mafter grew up to a violent hatred againfl: the order in

general, and that being perpetually reftlefs and tor-

mented
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mented with rage, he took up a relblution to extirpate

the order itlelf,and deltrov the mother that nurfed him.

Full of thele deadly deiigns, it is thus that Doiio relates

he carried thein on ; he unbolbmed himielf to a Turk-
i(h flave, whom he Nhad taken in war, a man of parts,

aud one whom he had found very capable of carrying
on an intrigue. The Have, who law a prolpecljof re-

covering his liberty by this negotiation, readily enter-

ed into his meafures; and under pretence of going into

his own country to procure money for Ins ranfom,
went privately to Conftantinople. He was entrufted

with a letter from the chancellor d'Amaral to the

grand ieignior. In his letter he prefTed that prince to

befiege Rhodes; and in order to convince him of the

facility with which he might fucceedin that enterprile,
he had annexed an ample memorial to this letter, con-

taining an account of the preient ftate of the city, the

weakeil parts of the place, the number of knights
and troops provided for its defence, and what provifi-
ons and ammunition it had to futtain a

ilege. He ad-

ded, that the council had juft demolifhed part of the

baftion of Auvergne, in order to rebuild it on a more
iblid foundation, and that if his highneis would loie no
time in making his army advance, he would rind the

place all open on that fide, and in a'defencele s condi-

tion. Solyman was (till in Hungary : D' Atari's Have
in his abience delivered his packet to the mini Iters,

whom he had left at Conftantinople, which ihey ient

by an expreisto the grand ieignior. That prince was

delighted to find in the peribn of the chancellor a pri*
"

vileged fpy, who having by his dignity admittance in-

to all the councils, could lend certain and exact advi-
ces. They lent the flave back to him with promifes
of a vait recompence if he could contribute to the fuc-

cefs of his highneis's defigns. The chancellor as

-80(10 fays, ftill full of rage, and infatuated by hispaf-
fion, was pieafed to lee a way open to his vengeance*
and for fear they mould be alarmed at his Have's return
he gave out that he was only come back to bring him
his ranfom. Such an exceis however of confidence for a

N 3 flave
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flave whom he had fuffered to go upon his parole, his

return, and the great civilities that the chancellor

fhewed him, appeared a little extraordinary ; but that

lord's authority, and the fear they were under of

making a proud haughty man their enemy, who was
known to be implacable in his hatred, ftifled thefe

fufpicions, or at lead prevented their breaking out.

In the mean time the new grand mafter, having re-

ceived an account of his election, prepared to let out.

As he was well informed that Rhodes was threatened

with a fiege, he fignified it to all his order by a gene-
ral lummons, which he lent into all the ftates of Chriften-

flom. He collected all the refponfions which he could,
and laid them out on warlike ftores ; and after taking
leave of the king of Burgundy, came to Marieilles

where he embarked. He went on board the great

carrack, and the reft of his train and equipage, with

the (lores that he was carying to Rhodes, followed in

four felucca's. Unluckily, as he was off of Nice, a fire

broke out in the carrack, by the carelefTnefs of an of-

ficer of his table : the flame fpread itielf in a moment
into different parts of the (hip ; the fails and cordage
were burnt to afhes in an inftant, and flakes of
flame and fmoke made the terror ftill greater, and like-

wi.e hindered the feamen in the fervicc they were for

do'ng. In this diforder and confufion, ufual in fuch ac-

cidents, every body was for throwing themfelves into

the lea to lwim afhore, or fhelter themfelves in the

felucca's, which were not far off; but the grand ma-
fter forbad any body to ftir out of the fhip on pain of

death. A new fear, and their refpect for his orders,
fervedinftead of refblution ; the moft timorous return-

ed to their pofts, and all laboured in concert to extin-

guifh the fire, which they at laft effected : and the car-

rack was faved by the very perfons that would have a-

bandoned it.

Scarce had the grand mafter efcaped the danger of

the fire, when another element, no lefs formidable,
threw him into frefh dangers. There arofe a furious

tempeft : the fea was all in motion the winds blew

with
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with violence, and railed the billows to a dreadful

height ; the pilot could no longer manage the helm ;

and, as if heaven had been rcfolved, in -concert with ihe

fea, upon the deftruction of the carrack, the thunder,
after having roared for a long time together, fell 11-0.1

the (hip, broke into the ftern room, killed nine men,
and broke the grand matter's iword to pieces, without

hurting the fcabbard. The ieamen did not fail to make
dilmal prefagea from thele various accident's ; andl can-

not lay whether the knights that were with the grand
matter were altogether free from the like fancies, espe-

cially at a time when the Turks threatened the ifle of
Rhodes, and that men had a great deal of faith in o-

mens. But the grand mafter, without
regarding any

of thele vain prognofticks, put into the port of Syra-
cule, got his

iftips refitted, and was preparing to keep
on his voyage, when they brought him advice, that

Curtogli, a famous corfair, and a favourite of the grand
feignior, was waiting for him as he palled with a ftronf?

fquadron of galiies and (hips, much fuperior to his ei-

cort.m The corlair, befides the hopes of booty, had
formed this enterprizc with the defign of revenging the
death of two of his brothers, who had been killed in

engagements againft the knights ; and defigned alio,
if he could make a prize of fome felucca, or take any
knight prifbner, to make an exchange for his third

brother, who was at that time a (lave at Rhodes.
The principal citizens of Syracufe endeavoured to

perfuade the grand mafter to avoid meeting with the

corlair, who was formidable in thole leas both for his

forces and valour : but that great man, who never
knew what danger meant, went out of the harbour
crowded all the fail he could make, made Capo Malio
called alio St. Angelo, where the infidels waited for

him, paiTed it in the night, and arrived fafe at Rhodes
where he was received with the ufual ceremonies, and
with the joy and reipecl: due to his

dignity and merit.
His prelence heightened, as it were, the courage and
confidence of the knights : it looked as if he feemed to

have
Bozio, t. a. 1. iS. p. 6;;-,
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have brought an army in his fingle perfon : no man
dreaded any longer a (iege; feveral even wiflied it, in

order to have frequent opportunities of fignalizing their

valour ; and Solyman, who was ib much dreaded in

Hungary, fcarce railed the lead apprehenfions at

Rhodes.

That young prince had jufl made himfelf mafter of

Belgrade. The happy fuccels of that fiege made him

expect the like againil the city of Rhodes ; and befides

the defire of acquiring glory by iuch an important con-

queft, he was alio induced to it by the continual com-

plaints of his trading fubjefts, who were often taken by
the knights; and eipecially by the remonftrances of the

mufti, who was continually repreienting to him, that

thole Chriftian capers difturbedtbe pilgrimages to Mec-

ca, and that he was obliged in conscience to put a flop
to their cruiiings. Solyman was very zealous for his

religion, and well enough dilpofed to turn his arms that

way; but as he was a wife prince, and never engaged
in any enterprize without communicating it to his coun-

cil, he laid the matter before them in order to its be-

ing debated.

Some bafha's represented to him all the difficulties

of it, the fortifications of the place, the valour of the

knights as well as of the inhabitants, being mod of

them corfairs ; the mighty fuccours that the grand
mailer would infallibly draw from Chriilendom : that

this fpaik might raiie a great flame, and produce a

league and crufade of all the lovereigns of Europe ; and

that his ill urinous anceftors, and the lbldans of E-^

gypt, having in different ages attempted this conqueft,
had been always baffled, and loft abundance of men
without being able to carry their point.

Mustapha, on the contrary, who had married

Soiyman's lifter, and was a very brave general, gueffing
at the (ultan's fecret inclination, repreiented to him

like a true courtier, that all the valour of the knights
could never refill his victorious arms ; that he had fuch

a great
number of troops, who were all fuch good foldi-

ersj that he could cover the whole ifland with his nu-

merous
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merous armies ; wliereas the grand mafter had only aa
handful ofmen for his defence ; that they had nothing
to fear from the Chriilian princes who were actually in

war, and Co incenfed againft one another, that the em-

peror Charles V. chofe rather to i'uffer the taking of

Belgrade, though the taking of it opened a paffage into

the hereditary dominions of his family, than make peace
with the king of France, or draw any detachment from
th armies he had in the field againft that prince, to

I to the fuccour of the king of Hungary his ally ;

thai: after all it was a fort of difhonour to the Ottoman

lioufe, confidering the high pitch of grandeur to which
ic was arrived, to i'uffer any longer in the very heart of
their empire, a republick of corfairs that roved over
the feas at pleafure, difturbed the commerce of Syria,
Paleftine and Egypt, and were daily fixing a price on
the liberty of his lubjecls ; that Rhodes, and the other

ifles of the order ferved for an afylum to fugitive flaves,

malecontents and rebels ; and what was moft to be

confidered, that they could not be ignorant, that in

times of peace between the feveral princes of Chriften-

dom, the grand matters were always taking that op-

portunity of propofing the conqueft of the kingdom of

Jerufalem ; that in order to engage them in fuch an

enterprize, which was what they always had mod at

heart, they had offered all the forces of their order,
and that fo long as the knights fhould be polTeffed of
the port of Rhodes in the caft, a port capable of re-

ceiving the Chriftian fleets, there would be always rea-

fon to fear fome crufade from the princes of the weft.

So lyman preferred this laft opinion, as being mod
agreeable to that ambition which is infeparable from fo

vaft a power : Pyrrhus, and the other bafhas, though
of a different fentimenr, came over with great fubmif-

fion to that of their fovereign : a war againft the

knights, and thefiege of Rhodes were therefore refolv-

ed upon. The fultan named Muftapha bafha, his fa-

vourite and brother-in-law, to be general of the land

army, Curtogli to be great admiral, and Achmet bafha.,

an able engineer, to have the direction of the works

at
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at the (lege ; and appointed Pyrrhus bafha his old go-
yernor, a man in whom he entirely confided, to go a-

long with Muftapha, as a counfellor to that young ge-

neral, whole capacity and prudence might not perhaps
he equal to his courage and valour. The fultan, after

the diftribution of thefe feveral employments, in order

to find how the grand mafter (rood arfe&ed, wrote to

him by an embaffador, whom he fent on purpofe to

congratulate him, as it were, on his promotion to the

dignity of grand mafter. He propofed to him the

keeping of peace, and maintaining a good correfpon-
dence together ; but he concluded his letter by telling
him that he had taken Belgrade, as if he were minded

to intimidate him with the fear of meeting with the

fame fate as that unhappy city had undergone. As the

ftile of thefe kind of letters gives a better idea of the

character of princes, and the manners of the age they
live in, than meer extracts, we have thought the reader

would not be difpleafed to meet with that of Solyman,
and the grand mailer's anfwer, in this place. Soly*
man's letter was wrote in Greek, and drawn up al-

moft in thefe terms.*

u Sultan Solyman, by the grace of God, king of

U kings, fovereign of ibvereigns, moft high emperor
6i of Bizantium and Trebizond, mod mighty king of
6i

Perfia, Arabia, Syria and Egypt, fupreme lord of
11

Europe and Alia, prince of Mecca and Aleppo, pof-
" feflbr of Jerufalem, and lord of the univerfal lea.

To Philip Villiers de l'Isle-Adam, grand

Master of the Isle of Rhodes, greeting.

u
I congratulate thee on thy new dignity,

i( and thy arrival in thy dominions : I wifti that thou
w

mayft reign there happily, and with more glory than
Ki

thy predeceflbrs. It (hall be in thy power to have
" a (hare in our good will. Enjoy then our friend-
(<

(hip, and as our friend, be not the lad to congra-
(i tulate us on the concruefts we have juft

made in
" Hun-

* Bozio, t. 2. 1. 18. p. 627*.
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"

Hungary, where we have reduced the important" fortrefs of Belgrade, after having deftroycd all that
i( durft refift us with our dreadful fword. Adieu. From
4i our camp the and of the hegira the

This letter was read in full council ; and they were

furpri fed, that whillt Solyman was
offering, as it were,

peace with one hand, he mould make an orientation of
his formidable power with the other, and that his vef-

fels mould infiilt thofe of the order, or fuch as failed

under its banner. The grand matter did not neglect
to anlwer that prince, but in fuch terms, as the reader

will obferve, that might give him to underftand that

they were equally difpofed at Rhodes either to con-
clude a peace, or continue the war.

P.Philip Villiers de Lisle-Adam, grand
Master of Rhodes,

To Solyman, Sultan of the Turks.

c -

I understand very well the meaning of thyu
letter, which thy embailador has brought me : thyu
propofals of a peace between us, are as agreeable" to me as they will be difpleafing to Curtogli. That

"
corlair, at my paffage from France, did all he could

" to furprife me, but not fucceeding in his project, and
" not caring to go out of thefe leas without having" done us lbme damage, he entered the river Lycia," and attempted to carry off two merchant mips be-
"

longing to our ports. He had likewaye attacked a
" bark belonging to fbme Candiots, but the galliesu of the order, which I lent out ofthe port ofRhodes," forced him to let go his hold, and make off as faft
li as he could for fear of falling into our power. A-
" dieu from Rhodes the

As the Turks were not very fcrupulous with regard
to the law of nations, the grand mafter did not think

£t, without a pals, to fend his letter by a knight whom
they
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they might probably detain. They gave it to a Greek,
a private man of the city of Rhodes. Solyman and'

his minifters found, by reading this letter, that they
had to deal with a prince of a firm and intrepid cha-

racter, one who was not eafily terrified. Pyrrhus
-

bafha, an old man, as great a politcian as a foldier, I

propofed in the council, that they (hould write again to

the grand mafter in order to make a new overture of

peace
-

t that they mould tell him that they durft not

prefent his letter to the grand feignior by reafon of the

mean character of the bearer ; but that if he would
fend one of his principal knights to the porte, there

was room to hope that his negotiation might end in a

folid peace. The defign of this minifter was to draw
one of the firft of the order to Conftanrinople, then to

feize his perfon, and force him by torture to give them
an account of the (late of the place, and the forces of

the order ; which might make one doubt of the intel-

ligence which, it is pretended, d'Amaral held with the

grand (eignior, notwithstanding its being pofitively af-

ferted by contemporary hiftorians : not butSolyman had

likeways the fame advices from the Jewifn phyfician :

that perfidious wretch was continually urging him by
his letters, to haften his armament ; but as traitors, in

order to make themfelves better liftened to, always lef-

ien the difficulties of an enterprize which they them-

felves propoie, the grand feignior and his council, per-

haps from the fear of a double treachery, would have

been very glad, before they engaged in the liege, to

know from fbme knight, whether the advices that they
received from their fpies were true, and whether there

was no exaggeration in their relations.

The grand feignior entered into the views of his

minifter ; and in o?der to endeavour, under the fpeci-

ous pretence of a negotiation, to get fome knight lent

to Conftantinople, he ordered them to difpatch a new

exprefs to Rhodes in Pyrrhus's name. That bafha

wrote to the grand mafter to affure him, that the fultan

was very well difpoled to treat of peace in good earn-

ed; but that out of fear of affronting the majefty of (b

great
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great a prince, they did not dare to prcfent his letter to

him, becaule of the mean character of his agent ; but

that if he would fend any lord of his council with ano-

ther letter, and furniih him with full powers, he would

readily introduce him to the porte. He added, that

the grand feignior, being furprized that he had no an-

fwer to his firft letter, had given a lecond to the mef-

fenger, which he did not queftion but he would anfwer

in a manner luitable to the majefty and formidable

power of fo great an emperor. The exprefs indeed

had a letter from Solyman to the grand mafter, where-

in that prince, as we (hall find, in order to oblige him
to fue for peace, makes a great oftentation of his defign
and forces.

C"S

" We have been alTured, fays he to him, that the
<c letter which our highnefs wrote to thee, has been
u delivered into thy hands, and that it gave thee more
<l aftonifitment than pleafure. Be alTured, that I mall
4i not be fatisfied with the conqueft of Belgrade, but
(i

propofe to myfelf another of as great importance in
u a little time, of which thou (halt loon have notice;
" thou and thy knights being fcarce ever out of my
!' memory."

As this fecond letter had more the air of a challenge,

or a declaration of war, than of a preliminary of peace,
the grand mafter thought himielf obliged to anfwer it

in as lofty terms.

"
I am not forry, fays he to him in his anfwer, that

*l thou remembered me and the knights of my order :

" thou fpeakeft to me of the conqueft thou haft made
4( in Hungary, and the defign thou haft, a; thou in-
li formeft me, of undertaking another enterprife which
<
i thou hopefl will have the fame fuccels ; but confi-

*t der, that of all the projects that are formed by man,
*
( none are more uncertain than thofe that depend upon

* * the fortune of war. Adieu."

Vol. III. O The



158 Hffib'ty cf the.Knights ofMa it a.

The grand mailer having thought himfelf obliged
to anfvver the fultan's indirect menaces with lb much
refolution, wrote likeways to Pyrrhus, telling him
that if the fultan his mafter defired a peace with greater

fittcerity than appeared by his letters, he needeed only
fend him Come hoftages, or elfe a pafs fealed with the

great feal of the empire, and that as foon as it was
come to hand, he would fend one of the moft confi-

derable knights of the order to Conilantinople to hear
what propolals they would make -him. But a brigan-
tine of the order, commanded by a ferving brother,

being taken by the Turks near Rhodes, that act of ho-

stility was taken for a declaration of war.

The grand mafter prepared for it with all the cou-

rage and precaution of an old captain, who had pafTed
his whole life in war : he enlarged the ditch, and funk
it deeper ;

he repaired the fortifications, and added fe-

veral new ones to the place.

To deprive the Turks of forage, they, by his or-

ders, cut down the corn, though it was not yet ripe :

fbme country houfes, as well as churches, fituated with-

out the town, were demolimed, and the materials car-

ried into the town, for fear the enemy fliould make ufe

of their ruins to raife platforms,and plant their artillery
on them. From another precaution, and in order to

be well fupplied with pioneers, they obliged all the

peafants of the country to retire into the town, and re-

called at the lame time all the adventurers and priva-

teers that were entiling againft the infidels under the

banner ofthe order, whole protection they had, as well

as free admittance and full fecurity upon occafion in the

port of Rhodes.

But it was neceiTary to provide for the fubfiftence

of thefe people as well as for that of the knights, the

citizens, and the garrifon. This was the firft care of

the grand mafter : he appointed three commiflioners

for that purpofe ; and to give them the greater credit

in the execution of their office, he chofe them out of

the grand crolles. The firft was Gabriel de Pomme-

rois, great commander and lieutenant general to the

grand -
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grand matter; John Buck Turcopilier of the language

or' England was the fecond ; and chancellor d'Amftfal

was named for the third. Theib three noblemen vifi-

ted all the magazines carefully; and though they found

moft of them full, yet the grand mailer, from an opi-

nion that what on fuch occafions is called funicient,

does not always prove fo, propoled in the council to

fend immediately to Naples, Sicily and Catidia for a

greater quantity of wheat, wine, powder and arms ; and

to endeavour likeways to get five hundred archers and

bow-men from Candia, the Candiots in all ages excel-

ling even the moft warlike nations in the managing of

thole inftruments. The chancellor, who, as they pie-

tend, had fold his religion to the infidels, in order to

prevent the effects of the grand mailer's precautions,

repreiented, that by news juft arrived from theChrifti-

an ifles of the Archipelago, they were informed that

the Turkim armament was not fo much defigned a-

gainft the ifles of the order as againft
that of Cyprus,

and perhaps Italy itielf ; that for near forty years in

which he had been in the order, he had frequently oh-

ferved, that the Turks had occafioned it more expence

by the jealoufy that their armaments gave them, than

ifthey had actually attacked Rhodes ; that indeed the

care and precautions that the grand mailer took could

never be fufficiently applauded ; but they might defer

the execution ofthem for fome time longer, for fear of

draining the treafury of the order in making preparati-

ons to guard againft a ftorm that would probably fall

on ibme other place.
The grand mafter, who was ignorant of the mo-

tives of this perfidious advice, imputed it only to an in-

judicious fpirit of parfimony ; but he declared, that he
had letters from a faithful (py that he could depend on,
whom he kept at Constantinople, and who affured him
that the grand feignior's armament was defigned only
for the fiege of Rhodes ; that he had given orders to

let no fnip go out of his ports that was bound towards

Rhodes ; that they were labouring hard in preparing a

train of large artillery, which is never ufed but in fieg-
O 2 es ;
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es ; that the fuhan had caufed a great quantity of tools

to be made proper for pioneering, and that molt of

the troops were filing towards Lycia, where they were

to embark in order to be transported into the ifle of

Rhodes. The grand mailer added, that in an affair of

fuch importance, it was dangerous to give way to a

too timorous policy, and that it was much better to

hazard fbme expence than lee the ifland covered with

enemies before they had provided for its defence.

The grand matter's advice prevailed : they got
wheat from Naples and Sicily, lb that there was no
want of any thing during the whole courfe of the

liege, but powder, which happened, by the treachery
of the chancellor, who made a fal.e report ofihe quan-

tity in the magazines. They had alfo like to have

wanted wine through the lame periidioufnefs, the chan-

cellor having, under a pretence of thriftinefs, rejected
the prapofals of three merchants of Rhodes, that offer-

ed to lupply the city with it at a reafonable price. But

the grand matter, whole views extended on all fides,

lent a ferving brother into Candia, Anthony Bofio by
name, uncle to the author of the annals of the order,

with orders to provide great ftore of wine, and to procure
leave alfo from the governor of the ifland to levy five

hundred foot. Bofio arriving in Candia, had no diffi-

culty in getting the wine, which he (hipped off in fif-

teen brigantines ; he was even cunning enough to en-

gage a young Venetian gentleman, whofe name was

Bonaldi, and who had at that time in the port of

Rhodes a (hip freighted with wine, and bound for Con-

itantinople, to alter his courfe and carry it to Rhodes.

Bu t the ferving brother did not find it as eafy a

matter to levy foldiers. The governor not only deni-

ed him leave, but, as if he dreaded Solyman's refent-

ment, forbid, by found of trumpet, allperfons what lb -

ever, under pain of corporal puniihment, to lift them-

felves with the grand matter's agent, or quit the ifland.

Notwithstanding which, the dextrous Rhodian made

a ftiift to get his recruit, and above five hundred men,

dilguifed like merchants and feamen
; got on board the

brigan-
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brigantines, either unknown to the governor, or with-

out his being willing to take notice of it. This cun-

ning negotiator did another piece of iervice to the or-

der before he let fail. There was at that time in the

ifle of Candia an excellent engineer. Gabriel Mariinen-

go by name, a gentleman of Brefcia, a fubject of the

republic, and of an antient and illuftrious family : the

fenate had given him a penfion of twelve hundred

crowns to fuperintend over all the fortifications of that

iiland. Bofio, who forefaw how uicful a man of his

abilities would be in a place that was befieged, propo-
ied to him to go to Rhodes, and to (hare with the

knights in the glory which they hoped to acquire in

the defence of it. Martinengo, a man of true valour,

and who was both a brave lbldier and a great engi-

neer, offered chearfully to accept his invitation, pro-

vided he could procure a difcharge from the governor.
Bosio parted for Rhodes with his fbldiers and pro-

vilions of wine. He arrived fafe in that place; and,

having given the grand matter an account of his voy-

age, he difcouried with him about the negotiation he

had entered into with Martinengo. The grand maf-

ter immediately law the advantage that a man of his a-

bilities would be to them in the prefent juncture : he

fent Bolio immediately back to Candia, with a let-

ter to the governor, wherein he entreated him in the

moft prefiTmg terms, to give that officer leave to come
and defend a place which ferved for a bulwark to the

veryiflands of the republick. But the governor flatly

refuied to grant it him, and went fo far as to lend for

Martinengo, and give him exprefs orders not to ftir out

of the idand. But that officer, not troubling himfelf a-

bout the confequences, put on a difguife, and, in con-

cert with Bolio, came to the fea fide, and got on board

a felucca that waited for him in a bye-creek of the

ifle.

The governor having notice that the engineer had

dilappeared, caufed a ftrict learch to be made after him
in the principal homes. He lent to his own, where he

confiicatcd all his effects, and notqueftioning but he was
O 3 embark-
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embarked in fome pafTage fhip, he fent two gallies to

purfue him, with orders to bring him back dead or a-

live. Martinengo and Bofi© feeing themfelves puriu-

ed, took down the matt of the felucca, drew their

oars into their vefTel, brought it clofe under a rock- of
the ifland, covering it with fails made of whitifh linen,
almoil of the fame colour as the rock that the felucca

lay under. By this 'artifice, and perhaps by the fecret

orders of the governor, they efcaped the gallies, which

returning back into the port, they fet fail, paiTed in the

night time through fome Turkifh veflels, which by
means of Bofio's fpeaking the Greek language, took the

brigantine to belong to their own fquadron, and ar-

rived fafe at Rhodes. Martinengo was mighty well

received by the grand matter, who knew his birth and

iiis talents. The principal commanders following his

example, fhewed him the utmott refpect : every body
was driving to (hew him how feniible they were of
his merit. Martinengo alfb was delighted to feehim-

-fefteemed by that noble body of knights, the bed

judges of valour, and which was compofed of the molt

jlluftrious perfons in all the Hales of Chriftendom.

From thele fentiments, that favoured perhaps too much
of human nature, he patted to thofe of a particular ve-

neration, when he faw thefe knights and warriors pre-

paring themfelves like Chriftians and true religious for

the defence of religion. Under a foldier's habit, and

with a military equipage, he admired their contempt
of the world, their lively faith, and fincere difengage-
ment from the things of this life : he was particularly

edified to fee moil of them preparing themfelves for a

bloody liege, by a frequent receiving of the facra- .

ments.

These reflections gave rife to his vocation : he faw

himfelf e^pofed to the fame dangers, without the fame

holy preparation : God touched his heart ; he ran to

the grand matter's palace, threw himfelf at his feet,

and. inflamed with zeal to facriflce his life for the de-

fence of the faith, entreated that prince to honour

him with his crofs. The grand mailer took him up and

embraced
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embraced him tenderly, alluring him, that he would

go immediately and propoie his requeft to the council,

and acquaint them with his pious diipofitions. The
votes were unanimous in his favour : the whole order

was delighted to alfociate ib excellent a man in it ; (he

grand mailer gave him the habit, and adminiftred the

vows to him in a full afTembly ; and to acknowledge
the generofity wherewith he had abandoned his patri-

mony, and the great penfions he had from the republic
of Venice, the order aftigned him a penlion of twelve

hundied crowns, till fuch time as he might have fome

cominandry or priory of the like value given him. As
a farther favour to the new knight, the grand matter

made him the next day a grand crols, and gave him at

the fame time the general inflection over all the forti-

fications : and the grand marihal, who is Handing ge-
neral of all the troops of the order, divided as it were
his authority with him : he admitted him, out of the

high regard he had to his great capacity, into the com-
mand and authority which his poll gave hirn over all

the forces in the ifland.
!Twas by the advice and directions of Martinengo,

that they repaired the walls and towers; he caufed

them to raife the ramparts higher : they built ravelins

before the gates of the city ; made cafemates in the

flanks of the baftions, and in the counterfcarp of the

ditch mines filled with powder, to which they might
let fire by the help of a train laid underground : with-

in the place, he caufed them to build new forts, cuts,

ditches, intrenchments, barricades, and all kinds of

necefifary defences that a perfon of his capacity, and
who forefaw every thing that might happen, could op-

pofe againfl: the attacks ofthe befiegers.
Whilst the order was receiving fuch advantages

from his skill and his great talents,, particularly at a time

when they were going to be beueged, there happened
a kind of delertion among the knights of the language
of Italy. The principal of that nation complained to

the grand matter and the council, that pope Adrian

VI. who had juft fucceeded Leo X. dilpoled in an ab-

folute »
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folute manner, and contrary to their rights, of all lb?

commandries of Italy, and thereupon asked leave to

go to Rome to complain of it. The grand matter did

not think fit in the prefent juncture to grant them the

leave that they deftied : his refufal exalperated them ;

and d'Amaral, who loft no opportunity of weakening
the order, itlfinuated to them, that they them Selves

ought to take a permifRon which he denied them ; that

ITIfle-Adam, who was a Frenchman by birth, did not

love the language of Italy ; that in order to keep them

low, he was not perhaps concerned at the pope's tak-

ing from them the commandries annexed to their lan-

guage ; that the grand matter fpread and encouraged
the reports of an approaching liege, with the view on-

ly of having a pretence to difpoie the more freely of

the funds that were in the treafury of the order ; and

that after all, it would be a difhonour to them, if after

fheddins their blood ib often in the defence of the or-

der, they fhould, by an odious diftindtion, be the only

perfons deprived of the recompence fo juttly due to

their fervices.

The Italian knights, feduced by this perfidious ad-

vice, left Rhodes without leave, and retired into the

ifle of Candia. The grand mafter, juftly provoked at

ib fcandalous a difobedience, ordered them to be pro-
fecuted as rebels and deferters ; and the council de-

prived them of the habit by an exprels ientence to this

purpofe : however juft this ientence might be, the or-

der neverthelefs loft in them a conuderable number of

valiant knights. Some of their friends, better aflrecled

than the chancellor, went over to Candia with the

orand matter's private confent ; and after having dex-

troufiventered into their complaints and relentments,they

represented to them, that there was no longer any doubt

to be made of the fiege of Rhodes j that they would

lee the ifland immediately covered over with theTurks,

and that though the motive of their journey to Rome
was never foj uft, they yet. could not prevent their e-

nemies fpreading a report that they had made it at fuch

a juncture, with a view only of getting out of the way
•

of
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of thole dangers to which their brethren were going to

be expoied.
The certainty of the fiege of Rhodes, and the fear

they were under of being fulpecled to have withdrawn

themfelves from lb cowardly a motive, prevailed over

their refentment. They returned to Rhodes to throw

themfclves at the grand matter's feet ; and that they

might obtain pardon for their fault, they protefted

that they would wafli it out with their blood, and with

that of the Infidels. The grand mafter received them

like a tender father j and after having given theirr a

wile reproof for their difobedience, the generous old

man embraced them with great tendernefs, gave them

the habit again, and promifed them, that as foon as

they fliould be free from the war, with which they
were threatened, the whole order mould intereft itfelf

in their affair ; that he would make it his own, and

that as their complaints were juft
and reafonable, he

was in hopes, that the leveral princes of Chriftendom

would not refufe him their good omces with the pope.
Th 1 s ftorm being happily calmed, the grand mafter

immediately difpatched knights to all the courts of Eu-

rope, who were to folicit the pope and the other prin-

ces of Chriftendom to (end him Ipeedy fuccours : but

the event (hewed that the order could depend on no-

thing but its own ftrength. Mod of the princes, en-

gaged in war with one another, and minding only
their private interefts, neglected thole of religion ;

and the pope himielf, though a virtuous pontiff, yet as

he owed his dignity to the credit and recommendation

of the emperor Charles V. whole preceptor he had

been, he durft not dilpofe of the troops and money of

the holy fee without his privity and conlent.

Brother James de Bourbon, commander of Olle-

mont, and natural fon to Lewis de Bourbon, elected

bilhop of Liege, a prince of the houfe of France, tells

us in his relation of the fiege of Rhodes, that upon the

requefl made in the grand matter's name by the cheva-

lier cfAnfoyville to the king of France, this religious

prince who had a great affeclion for the order, gave him
a power
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a power to fit out all the veifels that he fiiould find fa

the ports of Provence, and carry them to Rhodes.

But the commanders in that province, fearing to he at-

tacked hy the emperor, delayed executing his orders :

fo that he was forced to go back to court to iblicit for

new ones that might be more particular : and thefe

voyages took up fo much time, that winter came on,
and the proper feafon for putting to fea was over.

' Twas probably from the fame misfortune, that a

ftrcng carrack, which the chevalier Hylerant of the

language of Auvergne had fitted out at Genoa, and

freighted with ammunition and provisions, 1 an aground
near Monega': though they ibibecled at that time, that

the winds and the lea, had not fo much contributed

to that accident, as the policy of the Genoefe, who
were afraid of incurring the refentment of the Turks.

Nor is it lefs difficult to discover the motive of the in-

activity of Fabricio Pignatelli piior of Barletta, of

Charles Quefvalle, ofLullyde St. Stephen, and John
Baptift Cararfa bailiff of Naples, who having by the

grand matter's directions, purchased with the order's

money, a great quantity of ammunition and provifions,
never fent any ofittothe fuccour of Rhodes.

The grand mafter being in no certainty of thefe re-

mote fuccours, placed all his confidence in the protec-
tion ofheaven, and in the valour of his knights. Like

a man ofwar and a great captain, he neglected no pre-

caution necefTary to prevent being furpriied by the Infi-

dels. One of the fiift of his many cares, fo worthy of

his zeal and courage, was a general review of all the

knights and regular troops ; which amounted in all

to about fix hundred knights, and four thoufand five

hundred foldiers ; and with this handful of men, he

undertook to defend the place againft the inundations

of thofe formidable armies that Solyman brought into

the field in all his enterprifes. The townimen indeed

of Rhodes took up arms, and fome companies were

formed out of them : they alfo recalled the Rliodian

privateers that were out at lea ; thefe were pofted in

the
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the town, and were charged with the defence of the

port. The country peafants were defigned to ferve as

pioneers ; but they could not afterwards make any ufe

at all of the common people of the town, who were
infenfible to any paflion but that of fear, and could

never be brought to look danger in the face. The
grand mafter gave brother Didier Tholon of St. Jaillc
bailiff of Mano^que the direction of the artillery, and
the chevaliers de Nueres and Britto were entruff.ed

with the carrying 011 of the works under the orders of

the bailiff de Martinengo. The flaves of Rhodes, and
fuch as belonged to the private perfons, were em-

ployed in hollowing the ditches, and in the fortifications

which they added to the baftion of Auvergne : they re-

paired the mills : they built new ovens : the port was
fhut up with a double chain, one before its mouth,
the other within it, from the tower of St. Nicholas to

the tower of the mills; and to prevent the Infidels from

feizing on the mole, as they had attempted in thefor-

mer fiege, and advancing by means of that bank as far

as the gate of St. Catharine, they funk at the entrance

of the bay, where the Tunny fifhery was, feveral (hips
loaden with ftones : the walls were at the fame time

lined with artillery : they carried arms, granadoes,

fire-pots, and large ftones upon the ramparts andbafti-

ons ; there never had been feen a greater diligence or

a more compleat order.

The knights and the Greek gentlemen, the towns-

men as well as officers, the fbldier and mariner, the

very priefts and monks, each of thefe employed him-
felf readily and without confufion upon whatever was

prefcribed him. The grand mafter was preient in all

places, he alone infpecled the carrying on of thefe fe-

veral works ; his prefence and capacity advanced them
{till more than the many hands employed about them ;

and few princes and governors ever gave fuch manifeft

proofs in a befieged place of fo perfecl an undeiftand-

ing of the art of war, joined to a calm valour, incap-
able of being difcompofed either by the greatnefs or

the
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the variety ofthe dangers with which he was afterwards

furrounded.

But for the better underflanding of the importance
and ufefulnefs of the precautions which he took,

though we have in the former book taken fome notice

of the fituation of this place, it
rn.iy neverthelefs per-

haps be proper to give a fuller account of it, and take

notice likewise ofthe additional fortifications that had

been made fince tbe laft (lege.

The city of Rhodes, as we have already obferved,
is fituated by the fca fide, on an hill which terminates

with a gentle defcent into a plain, thereby making the

circumvallation of it eafy. 'Tis divided into the high
and low town ; the grand matter's palace was in the-

high town, and ferved as a caftle and a citadel to it at

the fame time. All the knights were lodged near the

grand matter's palace in the lame quarter ; and all the

fecular and married perfons, as well townfmen as

artificers, dwelt in the lower town. The place on the

fide towards the country feems to be of a round figure,

but when feen from the fea, reprefents a perfect cref-

cent. There are two ports belonging to it ; the larg-

er is r
quare and fpacious, but not very fafe when

certain winds blow. At the entrance of this port on

the right
(lands the tower of St. Nicholas, a monument

of the liberality of Philip the good duke ofBurgundy.
This tower, well provided with artillery, was joined
to a baftion that lay behind it, and had a curtain

which ran up to the walls of the town, and made one

of the fides of the port. On the other fide, over

againft this tower, flood an old caftle, to which the

km.ehts gave the name of tbe caftle St. Ange'o. This

caftle and the tower, which were fomewhat more

than an hundred yards diftant from one another, were

built upon the two rocks, upon which it is pretended,
that the feet of the great brazen Coloffus flood in for-

mer times, and which was of fo prodigious a bulk,

that the greateft vcfT^ls, as we are told, might pais

with all their fails fpread between its legs. The
bailion adjoining to the tower of St. Nicholas, was by

the
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the lea fide, provided with nine great pieces of cannon,
which commanded the entry of the port fo entirely,
that no ihip could enter in on any fide. The little

port, or port of the ga lies, was covered towards the

iea with a narrow neck of rock, that ran out from the

firm land, and had a cattle upon it, called by the

knights the caftle of St. Elme or St. Erme. This

port is more iecure than large, and may hold feveral

gallies ; but the mouth of it is fo narrow, that there

cannot above one enter at a time. They fhut it up c-

very evening with a chain that was fattened to a little

tower at the farther end of a mole which runs about

twenty five or thirty paces out into the lea ; the other

end of the chain was fattened to a piece of rock that

jutted out from the land feven or eight paces from the

caftle. Near the port of the gallies flood the arienal

where they uled to be built, and over againft the batti-

on which is between the two ports, there is a large
tower with a ditch, and three great pieces of cannon,
which defended the entrance of this lad: port. Above
the prince's palace, and the inns of the languages,
were a great number of churches, among which that

of St. John, the patron of the order, was remarkable
for the greatneis of the edifice, and the height and fine

workmanfhip of its tteeple. All thefe noble
buildings,

together with the fortifications both antient and mo-
dern, made Rhodes one of the fined cities of the eatt.

It was furrounded by a double, others lay with a triple
enclofure of walls, fortified with thirteen large towers,
built after the antique fafliion, five of which lay within
a fort of ravelin and baftion, which the hiftorians of
the time call bulwarks : and thefe bulwarks were co-
vered by barbacans or fauffe-brayes, and other advanc-
ed works. The ditch was large and deep : the coun-

terfcarp well faced and palifado'd : all that
lay open

in the parts adjacent to the place, was expofed to an
infinite number of batteries, compofed ofcannon of dif-

ferent bores, according to the nearnefs or diftance of
the places in view. Rhodes feemed to defy an attack
on all fides ; and from the glacis to the body of the
Vol. III. P

place^
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place, there was nothing but fortifications heaped one

upon another, and batteries that ilifFered no approaches
to be made without danger and loft of men.
We have laid, upon the credit of the hiftorians of

that age, that there were five bulwarks or baftions.

The grand matter committed the defence of them
to five old knights that had given fignal proofs of their

capacity and courage on many occafions. The che-

valier du Mefhil had the care of defending the baftion

of Auvergne ; brother Francis de Carrieres was ported
in that of Spain ; Nicholas Hufley was to command in

that of England ; Berenger de Lioncel in that of Pro-

vence ; and Andelot Gentili undertook to defend the

baftion of Italy. The grand mafter distributed at the fame

time the beft part of his troops upon the ramparts, and

divided them according to their quarters. Brother Rai-

mond de Ricard, the oldeft commander of the lan-

guage of Provence, was at the head of a brigade to take

care of a poft that bore the fame name. Raimond

Roger of the language of Auvergne was pitched upon
for the quarter of his language j Joachim de St. Aubin

with the French knights was to defend the wall from

the Fvanque tower, as far as the gate of St. Ambrole,
and from that gate as far as that of St. George. The
Germans were polled under the conduct of the com-

mander Valdners: William Ouazon commanded in the

auarter of the tnglim ; George Emar in that of Italy ;

John de Barbara! and Ernard Sollier were to defend

the pofts of Caftile and Arragon, where the ditches

were neither broad nor deep enough. The quarter
called St. Mary de la Victoire was (till weaker : the

grand mafter undertook the defence of it himfelf, quit-

ted his palace, and lodged at the foot of the wall with

fome knights that he had referved to fight under his

own command, and near his perfon.
Besides this diftribution, the grand mafter chofe

likewile four lords, all of them grand croffes, to

whom they gave the title of Adjutant Captains
or Generals, who with the companies under their

command, were a fort of corps de reierve; and were
to
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to march to fuch places as were mod: prefTed . The
firfl: of thefe captains was d'Amaral, whole fidelity

they did not as yet fufpetf. His bufmefs was to fuftain

tho(e that defended the poits of Auvergne and Ger-

many ; brother John Buck, Turcopilier of the order, and

a knight of the language of Kngland, was appointed for

the quarter of Spain and England ; brother Peter de

Ciuys, grand prior ofFrance, was to fuftain thole of his

own nation, and the ports of Caftile and Portugal ; and

brother Gregory de Morgut, grand prior of Navarre,

was afligned to march to the fufceour of the pofts of

Provence and Italy. The grand mafter added to tlr.

four lords, brother Gabriel de Pommerois his lieute-

nant general, who without having any fettled
poll:

and

quarter, was to go to all places where there fhould be

need ; and the grand mafter at the head of his guards,.

commanded by the chevalier de Bonneval, of the lan-

guage of Auvergne, referved the lame funffron to him-

iclf.

We have already obferved, that before the firft (lege

they carried into the city a flatue of the holy virgin*

which was rever'd in a church dedicated to her, and

built upon Mont-Philerme. They took the fame pre-

caution before this lecond liege, and all the clergy and

people went in proceflion to the church to take it, and

brought it into the city, whereof (he was confidered

as the proteclrefs, and depofited it in the church of St.

Mark.
The tower of St. Nicholas being looked upon as

the moft important pod, and as the key of Rhodes,
the grand mafter entrufted the defence of it to brother

Guyot de Caftelane, of the language of Provence, an

old knight who had diftinguilhed himfelf by a great
number of brave acYions. Twenty knights and three

hundred foot entered into the fortress under his com-

mand; they gave fix hundred men to the knights Claude

de St. Prix and John Boniface, both Frenchmen, and
to Lopez d'Aiala and Hugh Capon Spaniards, to patrol
round the city night and day in their turn, and to

maintain good order in it, with power to judge and

P 2 con-



172 Hiftory of the Knights /Malta.
condemn malefactors to death, referving however a

liberty of appealing to the grand matter. This prince,

fearing that the four grand crofles, whom he had chofe
for adjutant captains, would not, during the courfe of
of the (lege, be fufficient to carry relief to all places
that fhould be attacked, added four others to them,
viz. Anaftafius de fainte Camelie, Guyot Dazas, French

knights, Marin Furfan and Raimond Marquet, Spani-

ards, and gave each of them a company of a hundred
and fifty

men. The grand marfhal, according to the

rights of his office, gave the great flandard of the or-

der to Anthony deGroiee of the province of Dauphine,
a knight ci dittinguifhed valour, and well worthy of

\'o honourable a trutt. The chevalier de Tinteville, a

relation of the grand matter's, was appointed to carry
the ttandard of the holy crucifix, and the chevalier

Henri de Maufelle, one of the officers of the grand
matter's houlhold, carried his particular ftandard.

Whilst the grand matter was employed in align-

ing the knights their feveral employments, and the

quarters which they were to defend, they faw that the

Turks were in the night making fignals of fire upon
that part of the coatt. of Lycia that lies oppolite to the

ifle of Rhodes.

The grand matter, that he might not neglecl any
thine, ordered a French knight % whole name was

Mennetou, to take his pink and go with a Rhodian

named jaxi, who fpoke the Turkifh language, to find

out the meaning of thofe fires. The French knight

purfuant to his orders put to lea, and coming pretty

near the coatt, he perceived feveral Turkifh ibldiers,

difguiled like merchants, (landing by the fide of a

fountain. Jaxi asked them the reafbn of their fignals,

and enquired at the fame time for a Turkifh merchant

of his acquaintance,
who had formerly traded at

Rhodes. They anfwered him, that that merchant was

not far off, that he was coming thither, and that he

might fee him if he would come afhore. The Rhodi-
an

a Relation du connmandeur de Bourbon p. 13.
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an excufed himfelf, unlefs they would fend an hottage
to his commander : the Turks agreed to it, the ex-

change was made ; but as loon as Jaxi was afhore,

thefe perfidious wretches, contrary to the law of- nati-

ons, bound him, hurried him away in all hatte to

Conttantinople, and delivered him to Pyrrhos bailia,

the author and director of this piece of treachery.

Mennetou thought to take his revenge on the Turkilh

hoftage, but when he came back to Rhodes, they

found that he was only a forry peafant, whom they
had drelfed in a (ilk veft, and from whom the grand
mailer and council could get no manner of informati-

on.

In the mean time Pyrrlrus having the Rhodian in

his power, endeavoured to get an account from htm
of the ttate of the city of Rhodes ; and not being able

to gain upon him by civilities and hopes of great re-

ward, he put him to fuch violent torture for leveral

days together, that the Greek, no longer able to beak-

it, anfwered to the interrogatories that were put to

him, and died foon after. Pyrrhus acquainted the

grand feignior with the Rhodian's depofition, and a£
fured his matter, that there were not above five or fix

thoufand men in arms at Rhodes. Solyman refolved

immediately to begin the fiege ; but as it was a rule

with him never to begin any war without a previous
declaration of it, he lent one by an exprefs who went
into Lycia, and according to cuftom made the ufiial

lignals with fires, as had been done by thole who car-

ried offJaxi.
The grand matter, who did not know of his death,

fancied immediately that the Turks had lent him back.

The knight Boniface d'Aluys went by his orders with
a galley to receive him. When he arrived near the

coaft, 4ie law lome Turks on horleback, who without

faying any thing of Jaxi, told him they were come
with letters from the grand feignior to the grand matter,
and that if they would wait a little while, they would

go fetch them, inviting at the fame time the Truche-
inan or interpreter of the galley to come afhore to re-

P 3 ceive
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ceive them. But the chevalier d'Aluys, fearing ano*
ther trick like that which was played the chevalier de

Mennetou, would not furfer him t« go. Being like-

way apprehenflve of another ambufcade, and of there

being ibme velTels in a readinefs to furprife and feize on
his galley, he told them, that he was going away that

very moment, and that if they had any letters to fend

to the grand matter, they might deliver them to him.

The Turks feeing him ready to fail off, tied the packet
of letters to a ftone, and threw it on fhip-boarc!. He
carried the packet to the grand mafter : it was opened
in full council : they found in it a letter of Solyman in

the form of a declaration of war, directed to the grand
mailer, to the knights in general, and to. the citizens

and inhabitants of Rhodes. This letter ofdefiance was
drawn up pretty near in thele terms.

il The continual robberies with which you infeffc

" our faithful fubjecls, and the intuit you offer to our
"

Imperial majefty, oblige us to require you to deliver
"

up to us immediately the ifland and fortrefs of
il Rhodes. If you do it readily, we iwear, by the
" God who made heaven and earth, by the fix and
li

twenty thouiand prophets, and the four muiaphi that
<l fell from heaven, and by our great prophet Maho-
"

met, that you (hall have free liberty to go out of the
"

ifland, and the inhabitants to (lay there, without
" the leaft injury being done to you : but if you do
" not fubmit immediately to our orders, you mail be
" all cut to pieces with our terrible fword, and the
"

towers, baftions and walls of Rhodes (hall be laid

ci level with the grais that grows at the foot of ail thole
" fortifications/'

This letter was no great furprife to the council; and

they refolved, that if the grand feignior fhould attack

the ifland, to aniwer him only with their cannon. But

before the enemy appeared, and that they were oblig-
ed to enter upon action, the grand mafter ordered

them to prepare themfelves for it by fading and prayer:
he
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he himfelf firftfet them the example of it, and the mo-
ments which he could fpare from the toils of govern-

ment, he fpent in devotion before the altar. Fonta-

nus, a contemporary hHtorian, and eye-witneis of what

palled at the fiege,
in the relation which he has left

us of it, obferves, that the knights and citizens of

"Rhodes had as much confidence in his prayers as in

his valour ; and it was a common faying among them,
that under fo pious a prince, heaven would interpoie
for the preservation

of his dominions.

As the ifle of Rhodes was inhabited by two different

nations, each of them had their own metropolitan,
both in the nomination of the grand matter. Leonard

Baleftcin then enjoyed that dignity with regard to the

Latins, and a caloyer or monk of St. Bafil, called Cle-

ment, was archbifhop of the Greeks. Thefe two

prelates lived in a perfect harmony, and made it their

whole bufinels to maintain peace between their diocef-

ans. The Latin archbifhop was a very fine fpeaker :

he was one of the moil eloquent preachers of his age.

However, as the Turks always treated their Greek iub-

jecls more favourably than the Latins, the grand maf-

ter was not without apprehenfions that the Greek in-

habitants of the ifles of the order might poflibly be fe-

duced by this diftinction in their favour, and therefore

engaged the two metropolitans in their fermons to ex-

hort their diocefans to fight courageoufly againft the e-

nemies of the faith.

Both the prelates acquitted themfelves in this point
with zeal, and fucceeded in it without difficulty. The fi-

delity of the Rhodians to the order was not to be fha-

jken : not only from the inviolable attachment which

they discovered for the true religion, but likeways
becaule the knights had always governed with great

juftice and moderation ; the iureft bond in nature be-

tween a fovereign and his Subjects.

In the mean time the Turkifh fleet let fail ; thirty

galltes advanced before it. The commander, as he

palled along the coafts of the ifle of Lango or Coos,
landed fome troops to ravage it : but thefe plunderers

were
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were fo vigoroufly charged upon their landing by Pre-

jan de Bidoux, great prior of St. Giles, governor of
the ifland, that they were forced to reimbark with fome
Jols. This commander being informed by the prilbn-'
ers that he took, that thole gal lies, and the main body
of the fleet which followed them, was fleering direclly
for Rhodes, fent, after they were gone by, to ask the

grand mailer leave to come to him, and ferve the order

in the fiege. The grand mailer, who knew his capa-

city and long experience in war, was equally affecled

with his zeal and courage. He readily lent him the

orders that he asked ; and the brave knight, upon the

receipt of them, went on board a brigan tine, and in

the night time got into the port of Rhodes, without

being dileovered by the Turks that lay off it at fea.

The grand mafter embraced him tenderly, commend-
ed him highly, and not to leave his talents, and parti-

cularly his vigilance unemployed, he gave him the

commiflion ofvifiting theleveral pods of the place, and

of commanding at all the batteries jointly with the bai-

liff of Monofque-
They likewile brought over at the fame time from

the other ifles of the order, and particularly from Niz-

zaro, the greateft part of its inhabitants, a brave let of

men, uled to cruize at lea, and combat againft the infi-

dels. The grand mafter took this refolution, becaufe

the only thing they had to do in this war was to fave

the capital ; and if the order could but maintain its

ground there, the other iflands would be either pre-

(erved, or at leafl be more eafily recovered.

When thefe inhabitants were landed, they put

them with provifions into the caftles of Lindo, Keracle,

and the other fortrefTes of the ifiand : fbme gallant

knights were likeways put into thofe places to com-

mand them : their orders were, that if they mould be

befieged, to hold out as long as polfible, to gain time

and put off the fiege of the capital ; and if the infidels

did not attack them, to go often out on parties, and try

to furprizc the {hagglers from the main army.
The
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. The Turkifh fleet, after making the coaft of Lycia,

appeared at laft within fight of Rhodes, and (lopp'd in

a (hallow water about eight miles or three leagues from

thence : but not finding a good bottom, and the place

being likeways at that lealbn expoled to the weflerly

winds, Curtogli weighed anchor, let (ail, and went to

J and on the other fide, in a lee-fhore, where there was

good anchoring, called I'arambolin, fix miles from the

city. There afterwards came thither from the ports

of Syria, Paleftine and Egypt, a great number of vef-

lels and gallics laden with troops and ammunition ; Co

that when the Turks had got all their forces together,

they computed no lels than four hundred fail in their

fleet ; and the land army confuted of a hundred and

forty thoufand men, without reckoning fixty thoufand

pioneers, which Solyman had drawn out of the fron-

tiers of Hungary, and the mountains of Servia, Bofnia

and Walachia, where moft of them had been bred to

digging under ground and working in mines.

The grand mailer, uponthe enemies approach, quit-
ed his palace, and polled himfelf near the church of St.

Marie de la Vicloire, to be the more within reach of

-luccouring the pcfts that fhould be attacked. During
the firft thirteen days, the infidels made no motion at

all : their galiies, flat-bottomed vefTels and barks were

continually tranfporting their troops from the ports of

Fifcho and Macry into the ifle of Rhodes, and they
worked at the fame time in landing the heavy artillery,

provifions and ammunition. When all was landed,

they held a council of war about the different operati-

ons of the army. Some officers were of opinion, that

they mould begin with the attacking the caftle of Lin-

do, and the other fortrefTes of the ifland, which the

knights had built to hinder the making of defcents ;

and they reprefented, that the troops which were in

thofe places might furprize and interrupt their convoys,
and cut thole troopers to pieces that might ftraggle a-

broad for forage; but Peri or Pyrrhus balha, the fon

of a renegado Kpirot, was againft this fentiment, and

reprelented, that they fliould lole time, which was too.

pre*
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precious to be thrown away, in reducing thele little

places ; that they ought to advance directly to the ca-

pital, the taking of which would make all thofe cafHes

fall of courfe ; and with regard to the parties which

might diflurb thein convoys and foragers, they might

eafily fecure themlelves from any apprehenfions of that

nature, by fending fuch ftrong efcorts that the Chrifli-

ans durft not attack them.

The general declared himfelf for this latter opini-
on : Rhodes was inverted j they began to open the

trenches out of the reach of cannon fhot, and when

they were nearer the town, the infidels railed a bat-

tery, which was immediately dismounted by the artil-

lery of the place. Nothing could appear in the plain,

but it was immediately battered, and felt the fury of

the cannon ; and the knights making frequent tallies,

killed a great number of the Turks, cleared the tren-

ches, and rilled up their fiiil works. The Turks be-

gan them again, and railed new batteries ; but not-

withstanding their being covered with fheds, gabions
and moulder works, neverthelefs the knights, with their

continual fire, ruined all their works, and deftroyed
fuch as managed the artillery of the infidels. The
fword made a great havock of what the cannon had

/pared : there was every day fome skirmifli or other,

and no failies were made, but all the Turks in the tren-

ches were cut to pieces.
The Turkifh (bldiers, who were ufed to make prog-

nofticks from the firft skirmifhes, prefaged no good to

themfelves with regard to the fuccefs of the fiege : the

janizaries, and even their very officers, found the va-

lour of the knights fo much fuperior to the great cha-

racter that had been given them of
it, that they com-

plained of being led to the {laughter. Befides, thro'

the grand mailer's wife precaution, the ifland was a

kind of defert, no inhabitants, no provifions nor for-

age ; neither could the foldiers draggle abroad in queft
of any, but they were prefently mapped up by parties
that {allied out of the caftles of the ifland ; and thefe

parties;
that were always lying in one ambuicade or

©ther,
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other, killed all that fell into their hands, without giv-

ing quarter. A war lb toil Come and bloody, the ex-

traordinary fortifications of Rhodes, the continual fire

of the artillery, the frequent fallies, the fcarcity of pro-

visions, which they were forced to be very careful ofj

becaufe they could get none but from beyond fea, the

little, or rather no hopes of booty, and yet Ids of re-

compence, in the ablence of their fovereign, their fmall

confidence in a young general that had been brought up
in the pleafures of the leraglio ; all this contributed to

the diftafte, and even the murmurings of the officer as

well as the fbldier. A (pint of mutiny, under a gene-
ral that had not credit enough with them, foon fuc-

ceeded to thefe murmurs ; and if an attack was to

be made, or a (ally to be repulfed, the troops could

not be brought to advance but with reluctance, and
like men that did not believe they could vanquifh or

help being vanquiftied.
In fine, the fear of danger

made obedience languifh, and all relpect for command
was loft.

Peri bafha, to whom Solyman had given particular
orders to fend him an exact account of every thing that

parTed at the liege, thought himfelf obliged to let him
know the difcouragement and deipondency of his ar-

my : and he obferved in his letter, that nothing but

his prelence could root out the feeds of rebellion, and
reanimate the courage of his foldiers. The baihas that

were left about the fultan, and compofed his council,
were againft his committing himfelf to the hazards of

the fea ; but the prince, jealous of his glory, and having
the example of his father Selim. and the fultans his an-

ceftors before his eyes ; and being likeways perfuad-

ed, that the (ingle prefence of a fovereign furmounts the

greateft difficulties, refolved to put himielf at the head
of his army, and accordingly fet out for Lycia with a

body of 15000 men.

Whilst this prince was on his march, a Turkifli

•Woman, who was (lave to a townfman of Rhodes, ei-

ther from a zeal for her falle religion, or in hopes of

recovering her liberty, formed alone an enterprife that

an
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an hundred thoufand Turks could not bring about. As
the knights and the infidels were fighting together e-

very day, (he, in order to make a diverfion that might
facilitate the attacks of the Turks, reiblved to fet fire to

the principal places of the city ; but as.it was impof-
fible for her to execute this proj eel alone, flie commu-
nicated it to ibme other Haves of her own country and

religion. Thefe (laves, influenced by the fame mo-

tives, and by her peril
1
. afion, entered into the plot.

The woman found a way to give the Turkifh generals
notice of her defign ; and, in concert with them, fhe

fixed the confpirators a day for this conflagration, and

the quarter wherein they were to light it. Thefe mea-

fures were Co well taken, that Rhodes muft have fallen

by the enterprife of this woman, had not one of the

flaves accidentally dropped a word that discovered the

fecret of the conlpiracy. They were immediately feiz-

ed, and all of them, when put to the rack, owned their

plot : the woman was the only perfon that did not Tub-

mit to the force of pain, but endured the mod violent

tortures, without making the lead confeffion. But her

accomplices being confronted with her, and maintain-

ing that (he was the only perfon that engaged them in

this conlpiracy, the judges ordered her to be hanged.

They quartered all the other confpirators, and their

limbs were fixed up in feveral places of the city, in or-

der to intimidate the reft of the flaves, and all that

might afterwards be tempted to form a like enterpriie.

The fultan in the mean time pafling through Caria

and Lycia, arrived at Portofifcho. His veiTels came

thither to take him on board with the troops that ferv-

ed for his efcorte ; and he came into the iile of Rhodes

to his camp, where he was received with the ialvo's

of artillery, and the found ofdrums, trumpets and other

warlike inftruments. His prefence put a flop to the

murmurs of the fbldiery, and made them dread a chaf-

tifement. He declared that the only defign of his

coming was to punifli a rebellious army, and decimate

or put to death every tenth foldier, calling them cow-

ards at the lame time : but Peri baflra, who had a

great
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great influence over him, reprefented to him that the

janizaries,
and even the braveft of that body of troops,

were the very men that had appeared molt mutinous ;

that he could not punifh them without difcouragingthe

reft, and that therefore, in a fiege of filch difficulty

and importance, it were better to overlook their fault,

elie make them ienfible of it by fuch reproaches as

jfhould reinfpire them with their wonted bravery.
J his prince, after having concerted with hismlni-

fter what behaviour he mould put on with regard to

his troops, ordered them to appear before him without

their arms, and caufed them to be furrounded by the

I £000 men that he had brought with him to the fiege.

They had erected an high and magnificent throne for

him. The prince, armed with majefty, attended it

with a fierce and {lately air, and lat there for fome
time without once opening his lips, cafting dreadful

looks on every fide, which the trembling fbldier con-

fidered as the forerunners of death. At laft, breaking
this diimal filence, "Was I, fays he, to have addrel-
" led mylelf to foldiers, I would have allowed you to
"

appear before me with your arms ; but fince I am
ff forced to direct my dif'courle to wretched flaves,
<( weaker and more faint-hearted than women, and
** who cannot {tand the bare.fliout of their enemies,
**

it is not fitting that fuch cowards Ihould difhonour
(i our arm,, and the characlerifticks of valour. I

would gladly know, if, whether upon landing in

this ifiand, you flattered yourielves that the knights
would prove greater cowards than yourielves, and in

a dread of you; arms Ihould bring you their own," and come in a -ervile manner to offer their hands
a and feet to the ii ons with wh : ch you Ihould be plea-
4i fed to load them. In order to undeceive and cure
*'•

you of fuch a ridiculous miftake, know, that in the
i(

pcrfon of thele knights, we are to fight with the
" flower of the Chriftian world, with brave men, train-
u ed up from their infancy in the profiffion of arms ;" we are to fight with cruel and fierce lions, greedy of
"

the blood of Mufulmeii; and who will not quit their

Vol. III. q,
« haunt

a
it



i S 2 Hiftory of the Knights of Ma l t a .

{l haunt but to a fliperior force. 'Tis their courage
r< which has excited our own. I imagined that in at-
"

tacking them I mould meet with an enterprize and
4<

dangers that were wprthy of my valour. And is it

tc from you, bafe and effeminate foldiers, that I am to
l(

expecl: a conqueft ; you thaL are flying from the e-
{i

nemy before you have looked him in the face, and
fi would have deferted, had you not been prevented
<(

by the Tea that encompafles you f but before fuch a
iC

diigrace (hall happen to me, I am reiblved to exer-
<: ciie fuch exemplary juftice on the cowards, that the
" feverity of their punifhment (hall keep fuch in their
<(

duty as might be tempted to imitate them.

Scarce had the (ultan ended thele words, when,

upon a fignal given to the armed foldiers thatfurround-

ed the others, they drew their (words as if they were

going to maffacre their comrades. Thofe wretches, at

the fight
ofthe drawn (words, whofe points were turn-

ed againft them, fell upon their knees, and cried aloud

to the fultan for mercy. Then Peri, and the other ge-
nerals, in concert with the prince, drew near his throne

with the mod profound reverence, and befought him,
in the mod fubm'flive expreflions, to pardon thole fol-

diers, who, as Peri (aid, had behaved manfully on o-

ther occafions, but who \ri this had been unhappily
milled by an evil genius and a panick terror. Theba-
fha added, that they were ready to wafh out their

faults with their blood, and his head mould anfwer to

his highneis for their hearty forrow and repentance.

Though Solyman's defign was only to reclaim his

troops, and bring them back to their duty, yet in or-

der to keep up before them to the character of an in-

cenfed prince, and engage the foldiers to blot out the

remembrance of their cowardice by fome daring acti-

on of extraordinary valour,
"

I fuipend, fays he to
"

Peri, at your requeft, the punifhment of the guilty:
Cl but let them go feek their pardon in the baftions and
<e

upon the bulwarks of our enemies." With thefe

words he difmiffed the afTembiy.
This
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This prince's difcourfe, fo feafonably mixed with

feverity and clemency, inspired the troops with their

wonted boldnefs and antient valour. The officers es-

pecially, to wipe off the ill opinion the fultan had en-

tertained of their courage, demanded eagerly to he

placed in the moil dangerous pods. Thofe very per-

ions, who, before Solyman's arrival, had blamed this

enterprize, found it then eafy and glorious ; one would
not have taken them for the fame men : they were all

on fire to fignalize
their courage, and, to fpeak proper-

ly, it is only from this day that we are to date the

commencement of the fiege.

The foldiers and pioneers earned on the trenches

without intermiflion. They worked at them in the day
time as well as in the night, and they were relieved

in their turns by various detachments of troops that fuc-

ceeded one another. The grand mailer ieeing them

fuftained by ftrong brigades, did not think fit to con-

tinue his fallies, in which the lols of one fingle knight
was of greater confequence to him than fifty

foldiers to

Solyman ; fo that the infidels having nothing to fear

but the fire of the place, laboured with fo much vi-

gour, that they carried on their works as far as the

counterfcarp : and in order to make their lines the

flronger, they faced them on the outfide with beams of

timber and planks tied together; They next augment-
ed their batteries ; from which they, for ieveral days

together, fired continually upon the city.
The Turks

flattered themfelves that they mould ruin the fortifica-

tions in a little time, but had notice fent them by the

Jew who ferved them as a ipy in Rhodes, that their

cannon had fcarce fo much as grafed upon the battle-

ments of the wall, whether their batteries were ill

placed or the cannon was not well pointed. He add-

ed, that the knights, from the top of St. John's fieeple,

faw every thing that palled in their camp, and the

parts adjacent ; and that if the Chriftians fhould hap-

pen to plant fome piece of artillery on the top of that

fieeplc, they might either kill the fultan as he was vi-

Q^2 filing
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fiting the works, or fuch as carried his orders. Thefe
advices determined the befiegers to change the fituation

of their batteries : they pointed one among the reft a-

gainft St. John's fteeple, which was demolifhed by the

firft cannon- (hot that they fired.

These barbarians finding Rhodes covered and bu-

ried, as it were, under its fortifications, refblved to

raife two cavaliers that mould be higher than thofe

works, and command the city and bulwarks. The fol-

diers and pioneers, by the general's orders, fetched

earth and ftones for feveral days together, which they

placed between the pofts of Spain and Auvergne, over

againft the baftion of Italy. As thele two places lay

open and expofed to the cannon of the place, it would
be impoffible to exprefs what a prodigious number of

Turkifh foldiers and pioneers perifhed in this work;
but Muftapha, in order to advance it, made no fcruple
of throwing away the lives of thole poor wretches : the

work at lair, appeared like two little hills, which were

ten or twelve foot higher than the wall, and com-

manded it abfolutely.

The general, and the other bafhas then made a dis-

tribution of the feveral attacks. Muftapha took upon
himfelf that of the bulwark of England ; Peri that of

the poft of Italy; Achmet bafha, a great engineer, un-

dertook the attack of the baftions of Spain and Au-

vergne ; but as they feemed to be defended by a nu-

merous artillery, and a great number of knights, the

fultan would have this laft bafha fuftained by the Aga
of the janizaries. The begler-bei of Anatolia com-

manded in the trenches oppofite to the poft of Pro-

vence, and the begler-bei of Romania was to attack

the tower of St. Nicholas ; all thefe generals caufed a

continual fire to be made.

The poft of Germany was the firft attacked: the

Turks planted feveral batteries againft the wall : they
did not think it could long refift the violence of the

cannon, becaufe it had no platform of earth : but the

grand mafter repaired thither immediately himfelf, and

caufed it to be fupported on the infide by earth; beams
of
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©f timber, and fafcines : and as the artillery, which

was placed on the gate of* his palace in a place of great

height, looked over and commanded the batteries of the

infidels, the Chriftian cannoneers demolifhed them
;
and

broke to pieces their gabions, fheds and parapets. The

only remedy was to make new ones, which, however,
did not laft longer than the firfb ; the cannon of the

town did lure execution, and beat down all it was le-

velled at, whereas that of the infidels, on the contrary,

being ill managed, and pointed againfl a place of* fuch

height, and always keeping the fame line and point of

elevation, pafied above the wall and mot at random :

we may fuppofe that their gunners were as yet wholly

ignorant of the method of lowering their cannon, and

making it bear downwards, and againft the foot of the

wall.

Th e bafha, difcouraged at the little fervlce his bat-

teries had performed,removed,and planted them againft

the tower of St. Nicholas. We have oblerved in the

former book, and during the mafterfhip of the grand
mafter d'Aubuffon, the ill fuccefs of the attacks of the

baflia Paleologus ; nor was that of the begler-bei of

Romania more fuccefsful. The bafha battered the

tower with twelve great brafs guns, but had the mor-

tification to fee his cannon demounted, and his bat-

terries ruined by thofe of the tower. To prevent this

effect, that was owing to the skill of the Chriftian

gunners, he refolved to fire only by night, and buried

his cannon and gabions in the land all the day time :

as foon as night came, they planted them again on the

platform ; and above five hundred cannon-fhot link-

ing on the part of the wall that looked towards the

weft, it was fhaken down into the di.ch.

The bafha wras in high delignt at the effect of his

nightly battery, and fed himlelf with vain hopes of

carrying that work at the firft affault : but he was

ftrangely furprifed to lee a new wall appear behind the

ruins of the fir ft, ftrengthened with a rampart and pa-

rapet, and lined with artillery to keep off all ap-

Q, 3 proaches
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proaches to it. He was now forced to take a refolutiorr

of beginning anew to batter this fecond wall.

So lyman being advertifed of it, fent to reconnoitre

it : they gave him an account, that this tower was the

ftrongeft part of the place, not only by its fituation on
a rock, which was proof againft the fap, and could

have no mine cut in it, but likeways by the different

works added to it fince the laft fiege ; and that under
.

the reign of Mahomet II. his grandfather, the bafha

Paleologus had been obliged to give over this attack.

Thefe confiderations determined the fultan to remove
his batteries to another place. Muftapha, by his orders,

directed his attack againft the principal baftions of the

place ; a prodigious train of artillery battered them

night and day for a month together. The chevalier

de Barbaran, who commanded at that of Spain, was
killed by a cannon ball. He was fucceeded in his com-

mand by the chevalier John d'Omedes, afterwards

grand mafter, of the language of Arragon, who, in

defending that poft, loft an eye a few days after by a

musket ball. The Turks battered all thefe baftions

at the fame time ; that of England was greatly da-

maged. A new wall, which they had made there, was

entirely ruined by the cannon of the infidels, but the

old one flood firm againft all the fury of the artillery :

the grand mafter ran thither ; and rinding the Turks

obft'mately bent upon that attack, he lodged him(elf at

the foot of the wall, and for fear of an affault, caufed

a reinforcement of fifty knights to enter into the baf-

tion.

That of Italy was in a ftillworfe condition : feven-

teen pieces of cannon firing on it day and night, had

almoft demoiifhed the whole wall. The grand mafter,

by Martinengo's advice, in order to get time to "make

cuts and intrenchments behind the breach, before the

infidels could mount to the affault, ordered two hun-

dred men to fally out under the command of a ferving

brother, called Bartholomew, and Benedict Scaramofe,

an engineer who had been brought up under Martin-

engo : they threw themfelves into the trenches fword

in
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in hand, furprifed the Turks, killed or put to flight all

that they met, and before they made their retreat,

filled up a great many yards of the trenches. The
Turks did not fail, as that expert engineer had forefeen,

to haften to drive them back: but as they were forced

to pafs by a place that lay open and expofed, the ar-

tillery of the place, which they had pointed on that

fide, killed a great number of them, and by the help
of a continual lire, the Chriftians who had made the

fally got back into the city without any confiderable

lols.

Whilst this skirmifnlafted, part ofthe knights were

bufy in digging ditches and making crofs-cuts and en-

trenchments to hinder the enemy from making a lodg-
ment upon the breach, whilft others of them, with

musket-fliot, killed all that durft advance near it. The
cannon of the place played upon, and reached fuch as

were at a greater diftance, and nothing appeared but

was ftruck down immediately. Mod ofthe batteries of

the infidels were ruined ; their gabions and (beds were

beat to pieces: and their moulder works could not favc

thofe that were employed about the artillery from being
taken off by that of the town.

A Renegado, Solyman's general of the ordnance,
a man well skilled in his profelEon, had both his legs
carried off by a cannon mot, which alio killed five

men with the lplinters of the planks that it broke to

pieces. The Turks, without being difheartencd, re-

paired their batteries, kept firing continually, and they
had fo great a number of cannon, and fuch a great

quantity of powder, that they often demolished in an

hour's time, what the Chriftiaiis could hardly repair
in feveraldays. Theknights began even to want powder
already- D'Amaral, one of the commifiioners appointed
before the fiege to vifit the magazines, had in order to

favour the Turks, and difable theknights from continu-

ing their defence, made afalfe report to the council, and
declared that he had found more powder in the place
than would ferve to fuftain the fiege, even though it

. ihou.d
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fhould iaft a whole year. But they were not long be-

fore they found to the contrary : the powder they had
was dhninifhed lb confiderably, that they would foon

have had none left, had it not been the grand matter's

having made provifion of ialt-petre, who fet all the horfes

of his (table to work, to beat it (mall by help of the

mills that were in the place : the bailiff de Manolque
and the chevalier Parifot were appointed to fuperintend
over this affair. However, as they had not lb much

falt-petre as they would have occalion for, the officers

of the artillery were obliged to fire lefs frequently, to

husband their powder, and referve it for the affaults

which they forelaw the Turks would make on the

place, whenever the breaches mould be made larger.
This misfortune, owing, as it is pretended, to the

treachery of the Portuguefe knight, was attended by
another, occafioned by fome young knights, whillt

the Turks were giving a falie alarm to the poft ofAu-

vergne. The Guards were bringing from work a com-

pany of flaves, about a hundred and twenty in number,,
who were ordinarily employed in digging the ground,
or in drawing (tones and beamstomakeintrenchmenrs.

Thefe young knights meeting them (truck fome ofthem

for diversion's fake, juft as a body of old knights were

pafling by, and who were marching in hafte to the poft

of Auvergne upon the fignals made on occalion of the

falle alarm that was given by the Turks. They feeing

it, immediately imagined that thofe flaves, from an

impatient defire of liberty, were riien, and that the

young knights attacked them in earneft. PolfefTed

with this notion^ they fell upon thofc poor wretches,
fword in hand, and cut them to pieces : by this un-

happy miftake killing a company of innocent men,
and depriving themfelves of the affiftance they receiv-

ed from thefe flaves, who would have ferved to (upply
the places of the Chriftian pioneers, who fell daily in

great numbers, either by the enemies cannon, or by
musket fnot fired out of fufees of a large bore, that

carried as far as the breaches, and into the very city.

The
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THETurkifh general difcovering that thefe peafants,
without minding how they expofed their lives, were

by Martinengo's directions making barricadoes, cuts

and intrenchments along the breaches, had chofen out

of his army a good number of fowlers that were ex-

cellent markimen. He had placed them upon emin-

ences that were neareft the place, and upon cavaliers

that commanded it, from whence they fetched down
with their harquebLfJes all that appeared upon the ram-

parts. Martinengo ieeing his workmen killed without

his being able to lecure them from the enemies fire, made

them, by way of a counter-battery, plant fame fmall field-

pieces on the roofs of the higheft houfes. Thefe on
their fide killed abundance of the fowlers, but the kil-

ling ordifabling ten of thofe workmen did not make
the order amends for the death of one Chriftian foldier

or pioneer : the town being reduced to a fmall number
of defendants, could not lofe one of them without

drawing nearer its ruin: and the grand mafter, in order

to protract it, had no refburce, but either in a fpeedy
fuccour, or by prolonging the liege, and holding out till

the coming of winter and bad weather, when he ima-

gined theTurkifh. fleet would not be able to keep the

lea.

The war had hitherto been carried on between the.

befiegers and the befieged, by firing at one another :

and though that of the Turks, by reafbn ofthe multi-

tude of their cannon, and the great quantity of their

powder, was vaftly luperior, yet they were not matters

of one inch of ground in the baftions and advanced
works of the place. The barricadoes and intrench-

ments ferved infteadofthe walls that were beaten down :

there was no carrying thefe new works but by an aC-

fault ; and in order to make it, it was necefTary to try
the defcent of the ditch, or fill it up. Solyman, who
had a prodigious number of pioneers in his army, made
various detachments of them, ibme to throw earth and
(tones into the ditch ; but the knights by help of their

cafemates, carried off by night what they had thrown
in by day : other pioneers were employed in digging

mines
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mines in five different places, in each of which they
were carried on towards the baftion over againft it*

Some of them were countermined by the vigilance of

Martinengo,to whom we are indebted for the invention

of diicovering the place where they were carrying on,

by drums and skins hard braced and ft retched.

The Turks had worked with fo much skill, that

the feveral branches ofthe(e mines had all a communi-
cation with one another ; and all of them, in order to

do the greater execution, centered at laft in one place.

Martinengo difcovered one in the middle of the ditch

of Provence, that began at St. John's church. De la

Fountaine, an engineer, had it broke open immediately,
drove the miners out of it with granadoes, and threw

in barrels of powder, which burnt and fmothered the

Turks that were in thofe fubterraneous paflages. But

whatever pains he took, he could not prevent the in-

fidels from fpringing two mines, one after another, under

the baftion of England, the force of which was fo vi-

olent, that they blew up twelve yards of the wall, and

the ruins of it filled up the ditch.

The breach appeared lb large and foeafy to mount,
that feveral battalions of the infidels that waited the

fuccefs of the mine, ran immediately to the afTault with •

great fhouts, and labre in hand. They got in a moment
to the top of the baftion, and planted ieven enfigns up-
on it, and would have made themfelves mafters of it,,

had they not met a crofs cut or intrenchment behind it

that flopped them. The knights recovering from the

confufion that the terrible noife of the mine had thrown

them into, ran to the baftion and charged the Turks
with musket-fhot, grenadoes and ftones. The grand
mafter was at the very time that the mine fprung in a

church not far off, where he was before the altar im-

ploring from heaven the fuccour which the princes of
the earth refufed him. He judged by the dreadful cralh.

he heard, that the noife which the mine made would
be fbon followed with an afTault ; he rofe up immedi-

ately, and it happened to be at that very inftant when

thepriefts of the church were beginning divine fervice,

and
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and were chanting this preliminary prayer, Deus in ad-

jutorium meum intende, O God, make hafte to deliver

me. "
I accept the omen, cried the pious grand

li
mafter," and turning ahout to fome old knights that

were with him,
" Let us go, my brethren, fays he to

" them ; to change the facrifice of our praiies into
" that of our lives, and die, if it muft be fo, for the
u defence of our holy law."

He advances immediately with his half-pike in his

hand, mounts upon the baftion, comes up to theTurks,

breaks, overturns and kills all that dares oppofe him :

he pulls down the enemies enfigns s
and recovers the

baftion with an irrefiftible impetuoufity. General Mui-

tapha,who law from the trenches the confternation and

flight of his foldiers, fallies out of them fabre in hand,
kills the firft of the fugitives that he meets, and fliews

the reft, that they would find leCs fafety near their ge-
neral, than they would upon the breach. He advances

on boldly himfelf ; his reproaches, and the fhame of

deceiving them, make the run-a-ways rally about him;
the engagment begins afrefh ; the difpute grows bloody;
fire and iword are equally employed on both fides ;

they kill one another both at a diftance and near with

musket mot and the fword ; they grapple with one an-

other, and the ftrongeft or the moft dextrous difpatches
his enemy with a ftroke of his poinard. The Turks,

lying expofed to musket-fhot, ftones, grenadoes and

fire-pots, at length abandon the breach, and turn their

backs ; in vain does their general ftrive by threats and

promiles to bring them back to the charge ; they all

break and take to their heels ; but in their flight find a

death they were afraid of meeting in the action ; and

they made fuch a continual fire of the artillery from dif-

ferent parts of the town, upon the foot of the breach,
that they pretend the Turks loft on this occafion

three thousand men, and there fangiacks or governors
of places.

The order loft by this great advantage the great

jnafter of the artillery, the chevalier d'Argillemont

captain or general of the gallies, the chevalier de

Maufelkj
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Mau Telle, who carried the grand matter's flandard, and
feveral other knights that were killed in fighting vali-

antly.
Scarce a day patted but was fignalized by fome new

attack. Every general officer, to pleafe the grand feig-

nior, endeavoured at the ex^-enceof the loldiers lives, to

pufh on the works committed to his care. Peri baflia, an

old captain,notwithftandinghisadvancedagediftingdifh-
himlelf by continual enterprifes : he was ported againft
the baftion of Italy, and never gave the befieged a mo-
ment's repofe either day or night. The hopes he had

of carrying that work, made him plant a good body
of infantry fo as to be concealed behind a caval'er

which they had railed on the ditch fi«ie, and on the

thirteenth ofSeptember, at day break, when the befieg-

ed, quite fpent with fatigue and continual watching,\vere
overtaken wi.hfleep, he ordered his troops to make
the aflanlt '• they fiift difpatched the centine's, palled
the breach, and were ready to feize the intrenchments;

when the Italians, amazed to fee the enemy fo near

them, rufhed with fury upon the Infidels, who oppof-
ed them with as much courage and relblution.

The fight was maintained by the valour of both for

a long time. The bafha flood expofed by the ditch

fide, from whence he fent them continually new re-

inforcements : but whilft he was exhorting them to

merit the recompence which the grand leignior pro-
mi led to fuch as fhould diftinguifh themselves by
their bravery, the governor of the ifle of Negrepont, a

young lord of lingular valour, and Solyman's favourite,

was killed by his fide, with a ball fhot from a musket.

Peri, either fearing that the grand feignior would im-

pute his favourite's death to him, or elfe defiring to

revenge it, redoubled his efforts. The grand mafter,

whole valour and love for his order multiplied him, as

we may fay, on this occafion, ran to the fuccour with

a particular body of knights that adhered to his perfbn:
*' Let us go, fayshetothoe about him, and repulfe
<e the Turks: we fhould not be afraid of men whom
*4 we daily throw into a panic fear." At the fame

time,
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time, he charges the Infidels with his half- pike in his

hand. The knights of the language of Italy under his

eye, and in imitation of lb great an example, perform
the moft glorious adtions : they all cxpo'e themlelves

to the great eft dangers. A good number of them were
killed on this occaiion ; and we muft do them this

juftice,
that next to the grand mafter, the laving of

Rhodes was that day owing to their courage and intre-

pidity.
Peri judicioufly concluding, that it would be in

vain for him to pedift in an attack which the grand
mafter himfelf defended, contented himfelf with keep-

ing on the fight ; and drawing his body of foot from
behind the cavalier that ferved to cover them, he put
himlelf at their head, and went to attack a new baftion,
built in the grand mafter Caretto's time, imagining it

not to be fo well provided with defendants, and that

he mould be able to furprife it. His troops advanced
to the aflault with great refolution, but were repulfed
with equal vigour by the chevalier d'Andelot who
commanded at that work. The citizens and inhabi-

tants ran to his fuccour : the Turks were foon over-

whelmed with mowers of granadoes, ftones, bitumen
and boiling oil ; and the artillery, planted upon the

flanks of the adjoining baftions, fcouring the ditch,
made an horrible (laughter of them. Peri, after lofing
abundance of men in thefe two attacks, was forced a -

gainft his will to found a retreat.

The janizaries, di (heartened at fo many unfuccefs-

ful attacks, murmured aloud again ft an .enterprise,
wherein one or other of their braveft comrades daily
loft their lives. The vizier Muftapha fearing left thele

complaints fhould reach the ears ofSolyman, and that

that prince, like moft of his predeceiTors, mould make
him refponfible for the ill fuccefs, refolved to make a
new affault on the baftion of

England, and either cany
the place, tho

1

he loft never fo many foldiers, or die

himlelf at the foot of the intrerichments. He commu-
nicated his defign to Achmet bafha, who was encamp-
ed, and commanded in the quarter oppofite to '(be p<

Vol. III. R of
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of Spain and Auvergne. Thefe two generals agreed,
thatwhilft the vizier attacked theEngliih baftion, Ach-

rnet, in order to divide the forces of the bdieged,
mould fpring his mines, and mount over the ruins

they would make upon the breaches, and make a lodg-
ment there. This enterprife was put in execution on

the 17th of September. Muftapha Tallied out of the

trenches at the head of five battalions : the troops fu«|

ftained by his prefence, climbed up the rubbifh and*

ruins of the wall, mounted boldly to the aflault, got'

upon the breach, and in fpite of all the fire of the
be-|

lieged,
made their way as far as the intrenchments,!

and planted fome enfigns upon them. But they did
not}

keep this firft advantage long. A fwarm of Englifii

knights, led on by a commander of that nation, whole

name was John Buck, lailied out from behind the in-l

trenchments, and being fuftained by Prejan grand priori

of St. Giles, and the commander Chriftopher Valdner

of the language of Germany, made lb furious a charge,,

that the Infideis were forced to give back. They re-,

tired in good order however, and dill fighting. Muf-

tapha, a much braver ibldier than an able general, led
,;

on himielf a re-inforcement to their fuccour : the en-'

gagement begins again with equal fury : the Turkifh

general throws himlelf into the midfl: of the knights,

kills fome of them with his own hand, and had he

been as well followed by his fbldiers, Rhodes would

have been in great danger. But the artillery of the

place, the little pieces elpecially, that played upon the

breach, and a great number of musketeers that galled

them from behind the intrenchments, made fo terrible

a fire, that the Infidels, no longer regarding the menaces

of Muftapha, abandoned the breach, and dragged him

along with them in their flight. How glorious foever

this iuccefs might be to the order, neverthelefs the .

knights paid very dear^for it ; they lofl: on this occafi-

on the commanders Buck and Valdner, feveral Euglifli

and German knights, and the greateft part of their

principal
officers.

Achmet
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Achmet bafha was as unfortunate as general Mu£
tapha in his attack: he fprunghis mines as had been agreed
between them; but that which was under the pod of

Auvergne took vent and did no execution. The mine

which play'd under the poft of Spain, threw down a-

bout four yards of an advanced work, which ferved for

a fort of fore- wall. The Turks advanced immediately
to feize it, but met abody of Spanim knights upon the

ruins of it, that made head againft them, and kept
them from approaching ; they fought for fome time at

a diftance with musket-fliot, but as the Turks advanc-

ed in dole and good order to break through the le-

Ceged, the chevalier de Meih.il, captain of the bulwa k
or baftion of Auvergne,and the chevalier de Grimere-

aux, made the artillery of their pofts play Co a-propos
and continually upon the thickeft of the battalions ;f

the janizaries, that tho'e troops, though brave in their

peribns, and the very flower of the army, could (land

the fury of it no longer, but difperfed ofthemieb.es,
and made the beft of their way to the trenches.

So lyman loft that day three thoufand men, and
the order, befides the chieftains abovementioned, had
likewile ieveral knights killed on thefe two occaGons ;

and among the reft Philip de Arcillanj of Spanijfh ex-

traction, whole great valour juftly merited him the

honour of having his name recorded. PrejandeBidoux,
grand prior of St. Giles, who made all the pofts that

were attacked his own, was fhot through the neck
with a musket-ball, but was happily cured of his

wound.
About this time they

* difcovered the

treafbn of the Jewifh phyfician, who by or- Sept. 20.
der of Selim I. had formerly fettled at

Rhodes, where he ferved as a ipy to the Turks. They
caught him fhooting an arrow with a letter tied to it

into their camp; upon which he was immediately feiz-

ed, and being on fuch ftrong preemptions put to the

torture, he owned that he had given the Infidels

continual advice of the weak parts of th? place,
R 2 and

Bourbon p. 31.
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and of every thing that pafTed in it ; and that when he
was ieized, it was the fifth letter that he had conveyed
tothem in the fame way. His judges condemned him to

be quartered, and it is pretended, that he died a Chri-

flian. His confeflion of Chriftianity was very much

fufpecfed: hut if he made it only to fave his life it flood

him in no (lead, for he fuffered the punifhment he had
ib juftly deierved.

So lyman in the mean time, enraged at the little

progrefs of his arms, held a great council of war, to

which he fummonedhis principal officers. Various o-

pinions were propoied in it. Muftapha, who before

the fiege, out of pure complaifance had reprefented the

enterprile as eafy, now dreading his paffion and refent-

ment, propoied the giving a general afTault, and at-

tacking the town in four different places at the fame

time. " One would imagine, fays he, that we were
"

making war in concert with our enemies, and that
" from a romantick point of generofity we would not
*'

fight them but upon equal terms. We never attack
M but one poft at a time ; and as the knights draw all

i: their forces thither, we need not think it ftrange to

find a let of brave men, the very flower of Chriften-

dom, maintain their ground againlt our foldiers.

But if the whole army was to furround the place,
" and that detachments were to be drawn out to af-

i( fault all the places where there are breaches, and
'*' alio new fupplies fent continually to reinforce thofe
**

"that fliould make the attack, the Rhodians would
" be obliged to divide their forces, and could never be
" able to ftand before us.

The grand feignior approved of this advice: the

general affau It was fixed for the 24th of September;
and Solyman, to infpire new ardor into his foldiers,

gave out, that he would give them the plundering of

Rhodes, provided they could take it fword in hand.

The Turks, before they gave this afTault, made a con-

tinual fire with their cannon ; and in order to enlarge
the breaches, battered the baflions of England and Spain,
the poft of Provence, and the platform of Italy for two

days

a
a



Villiers de 1/ Isle-A dam Grand IMaJler. 1 9 7

days together. The evening before the afTaulf, the

grand matter fufpecled, by the motions he perceived in

the enemies camp, that they were going to attack him:

He gave out his orders, and the knights following hi;;

example redoubled their care ; but though they

jufl:
reafon to fear, that the enemy would take their ad-

vantage of opening to themfelves a paffage through the

ruins of thole ftrong holds that had been battered down
in the vaft circuit of the walls, they yet were forced

to regulate their meafures by the few troops they had

left, and to diftribute the old commanders and princi-

pal officers into luch potts as the violence of the at-

tacks, the widenefs of the breaches, and the defect in

the fortifications expofed to the greateft dangers.
The grand matter taking up his weapons^viiited all

the quarters to lee the difpofition of his troops, and ex-

hort them to a noble defence
;
and addreding himfelf

to the knights whom he found in their refpeclive potts ;

"
I fliould offer violence to your courage, faid he to

(i
them, mould {1 pretend to invigorate it by an ha-

il
rangue ; and it would be throwing away time, to

u
t ell you, what your valour has Co often infpired in-

" to you on the like occalions. Confider only, my" dear brethren, that we are going to fight for our
ii

order, and for the defence of our religion, and that
" a glorious victory muft be the reward of our valour,
<* or elie Rhodes, the ftrongeft rampart of Chriftendom,
<( mud ferve us for a grave." Whenever he met any
of the towmmen and inhabitants,

"
Think, faid he to

them, that befides the defence of the faith, you
have taken up arms for your country, for your

U wives, your maidens, and your children : fight gal-
¥ lamly, my friends, in order to relcue them from the
iC

infamy that the barbarians threaten them with :

their liberty and your own, your blood, your ho-

nour, and your fortunes are all in your hands, and

depend upon your bravery.

<:

ti

a

These few words, pronounced with an heroick ar-

dor, had fuch an eirecl: on all, that the townsmen as

R 3 well
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well as the knights, and the Greeks no le(s than the

Latins, made publick proteftations, that nothing but

death mould make them abandon their pods ; and em-

bracing one another in a moft tender and affectionate

manner, their eyes dreaming with tears, they bid as it

were a laft adieu to each other, vefolutely bent either

to conquer or die.

The Turks at day break made a furious fire from
all their batteries, efpecially againft the ports which

they defigned to attack, not only in order to widen the

breaches, but alfo to be lefs expofed to view, as they
marched through the fmoke of the artillery. They
mounted boldly to the alTault in four different places :

they had never difcovered fo much resolution ever fince

the beginning of the fiege, efpecially the janizaries,
who fought under the young fultan's eye.
That prince, in order to animate them by his pre-

fence, had placed himfelf on a riling ground near ad-

joining, where a fcaffold was erected for him, whence

he, as from an amphitheatre, was able to diftinguifh
and judge of the valour of thofe brave fellows, without

any danger to bimfelf. The cannon of the place be-

gins to play : this is fucceeded by mowers of arrows

and musket-mot. The knights in all quarters mew
their intrepidity, and the foldiers their obedience and

courage ; Ibme ofthem burn the affailants with boiling
oil and fire-works, whilft others roll (tones of a vafl: fize

upon them, or pierce them through with their pikes.

The En^lifti baftion was the place where there was

the greateft
bloodfhed : it was the weakeft part of the

place, the warmeft attacked, and withal the beft de-

fended. The grand matter runs thither himfelf : his

preience on the one fide infpires the knights with frelh

ardor ; hope of booty on the other encourages theTur-

kifti foldier. Never did the Infidels difcover fo much

eagernefs in battle ; they mount upon the ruins of the

wall through a ftorm of bullets, javelins andftones: no-

thing Hops them, and feveral of them leaped like fo many
de(pera4oes from the machines which they had brought
near the walls upon the ramparts, where they were

ibon
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foon cut to pieces. The knights throw the Turks from

the top of the breach headlong into the ditch :
they

overturn the ladders, and the cannon of the place makes

fo terrible a flaughter, that the Turks give way, retire

back, and are ready to give over the aifault. But the

general's lieutenant, who commanded at that attack,

an officer highly refpecled among the ibldiers for his

rare valour, rallies, and leads them on to the attack :

he himfelf mounts firft upon the breach and plants an

enfign on it. Happily for the bcfieged, a cannon ball,

fired from the pod of Spain, carries him off, and throws
him in the ditch. One would have thought, that his

death would naturally have cooled the ardor of his Ibl-

diers : but third of revenge infpired them that inftant

with a contrary (entiment, and filled their hearts with

a fort of rage and fury ; they rum on headlong into

danger, pleafed to die themfelves, provided they could

kill a Chriftian. But all their impetuofity could not

make the knights retire one fingle ftep. The priefts,

the religious, the old men, and the very children re-

iblve to have their fhare of the danger, and repulfe
the enemy with ftones, boiling oil, and combustible

matter.

Neither did the women yield in affiduity to the

pioneers, nor was their bravery inferior to that of the

Ibldiers : leveral loft their lives in defending their huf-

bands and children. Hiftorians make mention of a

Greek a woman of exquifite beauty, that was miftrefs

to an officer who had a command in that baftion, and
had been juft killed. Upon which, diftra&ed at the

death

a Mulier una grxcanici fanguinis, qu?e cum arcis praefecto con-

fuetudinem habebat, ut eum agnovit fortiter dimicando occifum,

amplexa duos venufto corpore & amabih indole pueros qucs de-

funclo genuerat, poftquam matern e pietatis ofcula extremo li-

baffet, & notam cruris Chrifti lacrymantium, periturornmque
fvontibus impreiTiiTet ferro atrox fcemina jugulavit, & tremen'::
adhuc exeunte fimul fanguine & fpiritu artus cum caeteris qu:e ca*a

habebit, in ardcntifiimum rogum conjecit, ne hoftis (dicebat) vi-

iiiTimus vivis ant mortuis gemina ncbilitate corporibus potiretur,
Et
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death of her lover, and refolving not to furvive him,
after kiffmg the two children fhe had by him, and mak-

ing the fign of the crofs on their foreheads,
" 'Tis

" better for you, my dear children, (ays the to them,
" with tears in her eyes, to die by my hands than
"

by thofe of our mercile/s enemies, or to be referved
Ci for infamous pleafures, more odious than death it-

"
lelf." Then, infpired with fury, fhe takes up a

knife, cuts their throats, throws their bodies into the

fire, puts on the officers cloaths that were ftill dyed
with his blood, lhatches up his fabre, runs to the

breach, kills the firlt Turk me meets, wounds feveral

others, and dies fighting with a bravery equal to the

moil couragious officer, or the mofr refolute fbldier.

The engagement was carried on with equal fury
and obftinacy at the other attacks. The greateft dan-

, ger was at the pod of Spain. The aga of the janiza-

ries, who commanded on that fide, led on his foldiers

to the afTault : the artillery of the place killed a great

number of them before they could get to the foot of

the breach. Such of the Turks as are able to cro's

the ditch, go to undermine the wall, and are frequent-

ly buried under its ruins, whiift others of them make
ufe of ladders to mount up : fome of them heap the

dead bodies of their comrades on one another, get to

the top of the wall in fpite of all the oppolition of the

befieged, and penetrate as far as the intrenchments,
on which, it is faid, they planted no lels than thirty

enfigns. Unhappily for the knights, fuch of them as

had the guard of the baftion of Spain had like to have

been furprifed by not Handing on their guard. The
Turks having (hewed no figns of any defign to attack

them, thofe knights reproaching themfelves for being
idle in their poft,

and feeing the baftion of Italy hard

prcfTed

Et cum dic"to induens can amatoris paludamentum,madidum multo

adhu: fanguine, accepta framea in hoftej tendit
j

ibi egregia bel-

Jatrix et omnium feculorum rnemoria digniffima virago, inter con-

fertas hoftium phalanges, more virorum fortiter beilando occubuit.

Jacobi
Fontani de bello Rhodio 1. 2. t. p. 159. Francofurti ad

Alcsnum.
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prefled by the Turks, ran to their fuccour, and left on-

ly a few centinels upon the baftion of Spain. Theie

foldiers likeways, contrary to all the rules of war,

quitted their pod to help the gunners in tranfporting
ibme pieces of cannon which they had a mind to point

againft the poft that the aga of the janizaries was at-

tacking. Some Turks that lay concealed behind a

heap of ruins, feeing the baftion abandoned, mount
without being diicovered, get to the top of the work,
make thcmiclves mailers of it, cut the gunners to

pieces, pull down the enfigns of the order, and plant
thole of Solyman in their ftcad ; and proclaiming vic-

tory, invite their comrades to join them : upon which

the aga lent immediately a detachment of his janizaries
to that place.
The grand mafter having notice of this furprife,

runs thither in an inflant, makes them point the artil-

lery of the baftion of Auvergne againft a breach which
the enemies cannon had made in that of Spain, keeps
the Turks from approaching it; and from another bat-

tery which faced the baftion, he makes them fire up-
on thofe that were in poflKfion of it, and who were
endeavouring to make a lodgment there. On another

fide, the commander of Bourbon, by his orders, at the

head of a troop of brave foldiers, enters by the cafe-

rnent. into the baftion, mounts up to the top upon the

platform fword in hand, in order to drive out the infi-

dels ; where he finds part of them killed by the can-

non ; he cuts the reft in pieces, again lets up the en-

ligns of the order, pulls down thole of the Turks, and
turns the artillery of the baftion upon flich as were

mounting up a breach that had been made in that part
of the wall which was called the poft of Spain. The

aga maintained his ground jn that place in ipite of the

gallant refiftance of the knights. The grand mafter

comes back thither at the head of his guards, and
throws himfelf into the midft of the infidels, with an
ardour which made his knights tremble as much as

his enemies, but from a different motive. The engage-
ment begins again with frefh fury, the foldiers, as yet

unhurt,
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unhurt, the wounded and the dying all blended toge-
ther, after a combat of fix hours, want rather (trength
than courage to continue it. The grand mafter, fear-

ing that his men,who were quite fpent with fuch along
refinance, fliould at laft be bore down by the multi-

(
tude of their enemies, drew a re-inforcement of two
hundred men, with ibme knights at their head, out of
the tower of St. Nicholas. Thefe troops, who were

frefh, and had fuffered no fatigue, foon changed the

face of the engagement : the janizaries began to give
back; and rinding themfelves prefled by thele brave lbl-

diers, abandon the breach and
fly

to recover their tren-

ches. Solyman, to cover the lhame of their flight, and

lave the honour of his troops, ordered a retreat to be

founded, after having left upon the breach, and at the

foot of the wall, upwards of fifteen thou (and men, and

feveral captains of great reputation, that loft their lives

in thefe different attacks.

The Rhodians fuftained as confiderable a lofs as

they did in proportion : and belides the foldiers and

inhabitants, they had a great number of knights killed

in thefe aflaults, among which were the chevalier du

Frefhoi, commander of Romagna, the commander of
St. Camelle of the language of Provence, Oliver de
TrefTac of the language of Auvergne, and brother Pe-

ter Philips the grand matter's receiver. The chevalier

John le Roux, firnamed Parnides, had his hand, with

which he had {lain feven Turks, carried off that day
by a cannon ball ; there, were few knights but what
were wounded, and there fcarce remained fufficient e-

nough unhurt to continue the fervice.

The fultan, furious at the ill fuccefs of this enter-

prise,
fell upon his general Muftapha, who out of

complaiiance had adviied him to it, and gave orders

for his being (hot to death with arrows ; a iad recom-

mence for all his fervices, but fuch an one as flaves and

fervile courtiers are frequently expofed to under the

government of the infidels. The army was drawn up
in battle array in order to be fpectators of the death of

their

a
Bourbon, p. i$.
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their general, and the unhappy man was already tied

to the fatal (lake, when Peri bafha, provoked at the

punifiiment they were going to inflicl: on his friend,

made them defer the execution, as he was perfuaded
that Solyman, when the heat of his paflion was over,
would not be concerned that they had prevented fuch

a ftain to his glory. As he had educated that young
prince from his infancy, and had {till a great attendant

over him, he went and threw himielfat his feet, and

begged him to pardon Muftapha. But he found by
his own experience that lions are not to be tamed :

Solyman, ftill in the firft tranfports of his wrath, jea-
lous of his authority, and enraged to fee there was a

man in his empire daring enough to fufpend the execu-

tion of his orders, condemned him at the fame time to

undergo the fame punifhment. The other bafhas were
in a terrible confternation, and threw themfelves all

at his feet in order to mollify him ; when the iultan

coming to himfelf, was moved at their tears : he par-
doned Muftapha and Peri, but would never lee Muf-

tapha more, and lent him afterwards at a diftance from
court under pretence of another employment.
This prince, defpairing to carry the place, leemed

refolved to raife the liege ; and it is faid, that whole

companies and the heavy baggage began to file off to-

wards the fea in order to re-imbark ; when an Albani-

an foldier, getting out of the town, came into the Tur-
kish camp, and allured them that moil of the knights
were either killed or wounded at the affault, and that

thoie who were left were not able to fuftain another.

They pretend, that this deferter's report was confirmed

by a letter from d'Amaral, who told the grand feig-
nior that the befieged were reduced to the laft extre-

mity.
These feveral advices determined him to continue

the fiege ; and in order to fhew his troops and the be-

fieged that he was refolved to
pal's

the winter before

the place, he ordered an houfe to be built on mont
Philerme for himfelf to lodge in ; giving, at the fame

lime, the command of the army to Achmet baflia, an

able
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able engineer, who changed the method ofcarrying on
the liege. He refolved to be as fparing as poffible of
his ioldiers blood ; and before he led them to an af-

fa lit, to prepare for it by new cannonadings, and par-

ticularly b) fapping and mining, and other fubterra-

neous works; in which he was particularly skilled.

This new general made his fiift efforts againft the

baftion of Spain, the ditch whereof was narrower, and

not Co deep as in other places : and in order to facili-

tate the descent of it, his artillery played for feveral

days together fo furioufly upon that work, that he ru-

ined all tlie defences of it ; there was nothing left but

the barbacane or faufle-braye, which lay fo low, that

the cannon could not hurt it. The Turkifh general,
refolved to run his trenches as far as this work, which

covered the foot of the wall ; but thele trenches being
feen from the baftion of Auvergne, the cannon of the

knights played upon them. The Turks, in order to

{belter themfelvesfrom it,raifed a thick wall before the

trenches; but they could not bring thefe feveral works

to perfection without the lofs of an infinite number of

Ioldiers and pioneers : no one could fhew himfelf but

he was immediately expofed to the fire of the artillery,

and a fhower of musket mot ; and the knights at the

fame time were continually throwing granades and fire-

pots into their works. The Turkifh general, to guard

againft them, raifed along the curtain a gallery with

planks, which he covered with raw hides, which the

fire would not take hold of. Under flicker of this new
work he undermined the wall, whilft other companies
of pioneers and miners were continually at work to

penetrate under the baftions of the place, and run mines

through that place.

These mines having thrown down a great many
yards of th~ wall of the poft of Spain, the barbarians-

advanced to the aflault ; but coming up to the breach,

they found themselves flopped by new intrenchmentsj
lined with artillery, the continual fire whereof, after

killing
a gieat many of their braveft officers, and a pro-

digious
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digious number of foldiers, forced the red to run back

to their trenches for flicker.

The bailiff Martinengo, who was always in acti-

on, had, in order to hinder the infidels from coming
to reconnoitre the works he was making within the

place, made them cut loop-holes for the cannon in the

wall of the counterfcarp on the fide of the town, from
whence the knights killed with musket ball all that

durft advance near it. The Turks, after his example,
did the like on their fide, and a continual fi.e was kept
on both fides. Unhappily a random mot from the

trenches (truck Martinengo in the eye, juft as he was

looking through one of thofe loop-holes to examine
the enemies works ; he fell upon receiving the mot,
and they thought him mortally wounded. The order
could not have had a greater lols at fuch a juncture ;

for he was in a manner the only perfon that directed all

operations, and determined the time and places where
the knights ftiould exert their valour.

The grand mafter, upon the news-of his wound,
ran immediately to the place, and cauied him to be
carried info his own palace : by his care he was af-

terwards cured of his wound, the knights and all the

people offering up their prayers for his recovery. The
grand mafter filled up his poft in his abfence, and un -

dcrtook himfelf to defend the baftion of Spain. The
chevalier de Cluys grand prior of France, the com-
mander of St. Jaille bailiff of Manofque. the bailiff of
the Morea, and the oldeft knights of the order ftaid

about the grand mafter s perfon, in order to mare with
him in the perils and glory of this defence. Actions of

extraordinary valour were performed on both fides •

there were new engagements every day. It would ap-

pear very furprifing that Co fmall a number of Chrlfti-

ans, who had .nothing to cover them but (bine barri-

cadoes and weak intrenchments, ftiould be able to hold
out fo long againft fuch a prodigious number of afTai-

iants, if this handful of men had not been cornpofed of
old knights, whole valour had been experienced on -

thoufand other occafions, and who on this were una-
Yol. III. S nimopfly
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ntmoufly refolded to facrifie'e their lives for the defence
of thp ' r Vfdir religion. Men are very ftrong and very for-

midable when they are not afraid of death.

Historians, (peaking of their Zealand courage,
life: but one fort of elogium for all thefe noble foldiers

of
Jeiiis Ghrift. Not but there were among" theie

warriors different talents, and more or lefs capacity in

the arts of war ; and we mould juftly deferve to be

cenfured, if we did not do juftice to the memory of
the grand matter, who, for four and thirty days that

the bailiff de Martinengo's wound and illnefs laded,
never (lirred from the intrenchment made on the Spa-
nifh baftion, nor ever took any reft either day or

night excepting only for fome moments on a mattre/s,

which they laid for him at the foot of the intrench-

ment ; officiating fometimes in the quality of a loldier,

and fometimes in that of pioneer, but always in that

of general, if we except that ardor which made him

light like a young knight, and rufh into perils with lefs

precaution than became a ibvereign.

The example of the grand matter, who was fo very
careless of his own life, made the knights, left in the

principal potts of the place, ex pole daily their own,
fometimes in defending the breaches and intrenchments,
and often in engagements under ground, when they
were to countermine and meet with the enemies miners;

there fcarce paffed a day without an engagement in

fbme place or other. Befides the baftion of Spain,which

was altnoft entirely ruined, the Turks directed their

principal attacks againft the potts of England, Pro-

vence and Italy. The prodigious number of troops,

of which their army confided, eafdy fupplied them

with men for all thele attacks : the walls were quite

demoli(bed in feveral places, and the breaches were fo

large, that the Tutks could mount in formed battalions

to the affaultof the baftion of England. The knights

that had undertaken the defence of it, lined the ram-

parts fword in hand, and with their bodies made a new

parapet for its defence. They were feconded by the

artillery of the city, which played from feveral places

upon
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upon the foot of the breach. The Turks, without

being daunted at the number of their (lain, rulh on
with fury to attack the knights, come up with-them,

grapple with them, and by their multitudes as rri

as by their courage, force them to give back. Too e

noble defendants law them lei ves on the point of being

overwhelmed by the croud of their enemies, when the

chevalier de Morgut, grand prior of Navarre, and o.ie

of the adjutant captains, as they were then called ran

with his company to their luc ur, rellored the battle,

forced the infidels, in their turn to retire, and with new
efforts obliged them at laft, af'er the lois of above fix

hundred men, to ibund a retreat, and give over thie at-

tack.

But if the order had fuch brave defendants in the

perfon of her knights, fhe likeways nou rtfhed in her bo-

ibm, and even among her principal chiefs, a traitor,

who omitted nothing to forward the lols of Rhodes,
and the ruin of the whole order. The reader may ea-

fily perceive that I mean the chancellor d'Amaral. fhe
commander de Bourbon, in his account of the ilege of

Rhodes, relates this tragical event as follows.

D'xAmaral, fays this author, ever tormented with

rage, and without being moved at feeing
the blood of his brethren fhed every day, Od>. 30=
flill kept on his criminal intelligence with
the Turks. One of his valets de chambre, Blaife Di-

ez by name, in whom he entirely confided, uled to

come with a bow In his hand at unfeafbnable hours to

the pofl: of Auvergne, whence, whenever he fancied

himielf not to be perceived, he fhot an arrow with a

letter fixed to it into the enemies camp. His frequent
refort to the fame place, efpecialiy in a befieged city,

immediately gave fome foipicion, but as they had not
feen him moot any of his letters, and befldes that he

belonged to a perfon of great authority, ilich as had ob-
ferved his ftolen vifits thither durft not mention it at

lirft, for fear of drawing upon themfelves the refent-

ment of a powerful and revengeful man. There was

only one knight, who, ftifling all coniideiations, "and

S 2 feeing
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feeing the fervant return often to the fame place, gave
private notice thereof to the grand matter, who imme-

diately gave orders for the ieizing of this fervant : he
was afterwards examined by the judges of the caftella-

ny, who not being fatisfied with his equivocal anfwers
to their

interrogatories, ordered him to be put to the

torture. He owned, upon the very fiitt twitches of it,

that he had, by his matter's command, thrown down
ieveral letters into the Turkifli camp, to point out to

them theweakeft places of the
city. He added, that

he had likeways acquainted them, that the order had
led the greateft part of its knights in the laft aflaults ;

and befides, that the city was in want of wine, powder,
ammunition and provifions; but that though the grand

- matter was reduced to extremity, the grand leignior

ought not yet to flatter himielf with the thought of be-

ing matter of the place any other way than by force of

arms.

This depofuion was laid before the council, who

gave orders for ieizing the chancellor, whom they car-

ried to the tower of St. Nicholas. Two commanders,

grand croiTes, repaired thither with the magiftrates of

the city to examine and try him : they read to him the

depoikioii of his fervant, who was afterwards confront-

ed with him, and maintained to his face, that it was

by his orders only that he frequently had gone to the

haiiion of Auvergne, and had thrown letters from

thence into the camp of the infidels. This depontion
was confirmed by that of a Greek prieft, chaplain to

the order, who declared before the judges, that palling

one day by the faufie-braye of the baftion ofAuvergne,
in order to obierve the enemies works, he found the

chancellor in a bye-corner with this very fervant, who
had a crofs bow, with a quarrel or fquare arrow in his

hand, to which he perceived there was a paper tied ;

that the chancellor, who was then looking through a

loop-hole for the cannon, returning back, teemed lur-

prifed to fee him fo near him, and demanded of him

roughly, and in an angry manner, what he wanted ; and

that
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that finding his prefence in that place was dilagreeable
to him, he had made off as fad as polfible.

Diez agreed to the Greek priell's depofition in all

its circumltances. This fervant, who might perhaps
flatter himfelf with the hopes of elcaping punifliment

by accufing his mailer, added farther, that the chan-

cellor was the perfon that had perfuaded the grand lei-

gnior to invade the ifland, by the advices he lent him
of the condition of the place, and difpatching the (lava

before mentioned to Constantinople, the whole nego*
tiation paffing through his hands. They put the chan-

cellor at the lame time in mind, that on the day of the

grand matter's election, he could not help laying, that

he would be the lafl grand mailer of Rhodes. D'A-

maral, no ways confuled, being confronted a lecond

time with his lervant and the Greek priell, affirmed,
that Diez was a villain and an impollor, whole depo-
fition, he laid, was nothing elle but the effect of the re-

fentment he had entertained on account ofpunifhments
that his ill conduct had occafioncd him. He flatly de-

nied all the facts advanced by the Greek prieft, with
an intrepidity that ought only to attend on innocence :

they were forced in fine to have recourfe to the rack ;

but before they put him to it, the judges, who were
his brother knights, in order to fave him from the tor-

ture of it, as alio to get from him an account of his ac-

complices, conjured him, in the mod
prefling terms,

to encourage them to fave his life by an ingenuous
confeflion of his faults ; but the chancellor rejecled
their offices with indignation, and demanded ofthem
haughtily, if they thought him bafe enough, after hav-

ing leryed
the order for above forty years, to difhonour

himfelf at the end of his life by the confeflion of a
crime that he was incapable of committing. He bore
the torture with the fame intrepidity ; and owned on-

ly, that at the time of the grand mailer's election, at a
time when the Turks were threatning Rhodes with a

fiege, having no great opinion, as he laid, of the cou-

rage and abilities ofl'lfle-Adam, he had dropped a word
or two, and faid, that he would perhaps be the laft

S 3 grand
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grand mafter of Rhodes; when turning towards his

judges, he asked them, if a word, that emulation and
a rivalfhip for the fame dignity had extorted from him,
deferved to have the great chancellor of the order put
into the hands -of executioners. But the judges being

perfuaded of his criminal correfpondence with the

Turks, were not dazled by his protcftarions : no body-
took his recriminations againft Diez for proofs of his

innocence: the mafter andfervant were both condemn-
ed to death. The chancellor was fentenced to be

beheaded, and Diez to be hanged ; their bodies were
afterwards quartered, and expofed to the view of the

Turks upon the principal baftions of the place. The
valet was executed firft : he was born a Jew, but had
been, converted, and declared at his execution that he
died a good Chriftian. Before d'Amaral was put to

death, an aflembly was held in the great church of St,

John, in which the bailiff de Manofque prefided. The
criminal was brought thither ; they read him his ien-

tence, which ordered him to be degraded, and (tripped
of the habit of the order; which was done with all

the ceremonies prescribed by the ftatutes. They deli-

vered him over afterwards to the fecular arm, who car-

ried him to prifon, and the next day he was carried in

a chair to the public place where he was to be execut-

ed. He looked upon all the preparatives to his execu-

tion, and the approaches of death, with a relblution

worthy of a better cauie; but his refufing in that ex-

tremity to recommend himfelf to the protection of the

bleffed virgin, whofe image the pried that aflifted him

prefent'ed to him, gave them no advantageous opini-

on of his piety. Fontanus, a contemporary hiftorian,

and aneye-witnefs of what pafFed, Speaking of the very

different deaths of two grand croffes, who were ap-

pointed in the beginning of the fiege, in joint commif-

iion with d'Amaral, to vhit and take care of the ammu-

nition and provifions, and who were both killed in af-

faults, adds, with regard to the chancellor whom he

ipeaks of but does not name. "
God, fays this au-

"
thor, had referved the lait of the three for a fhame-

" ful
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11 ful death, which he richly defervcd." However,
the fervices he had done the order for lb many years,
his intrepidity under the mofl exquifite torments of the

rack, the amient and valuable
fidelity of the Portu-

guese gentry to their fovereigns, of which there are

lb many illuftrious examples in hiftory, all this might
ferve to balance the depoiition of a fervant : and per-

haps die chancellor would not have been treated fb

very rigoroufly, if, when the public lafety is at (lake,
bare fuipicion were not, as we may [.ly,

a crime that

itate-policy feldom pardons.
Bu r he that as it will : to refume the relation of

this famous iiege, Solyman, tired out with its continu-

ance, and the little fucceis of his miners, ordered Ach-
met to begin his batteries again, and difpofc his foldi-

ers for a general aifault. The eyes of all the univerfe

were then fixed uponRhodes. TheTurks flattered them-
felves with hopes of carrying it by florm ; and the

knights, who were reduced to a finall number, and
were rather hid and buried than fortified in the little

ground that was left them, waited with impatience for

the fuccours which the Chriftian princes had lb long
fed them with the vain hopes offending them, in order
to raife the iiege. But the emperor Charles V. and
Francis I. king of France, were fo obfHnately animat-
ed againft one another, that they durft not lend away
their troops or divide them : and the other European
princes, moft of which were engaged on the fide ofone
ofthofe two princes, and were afraid left their own
territories fhould be invaded, kept their forces about
them for fear of a lurprife. The pope himfeif, Adrian
VI. by name, a pious and indeed learned pontiff, but
of no great capacity, and entirely devoted to the em-
peror, being prefTed by cardinal Julian de Medicis, an
old knight of the order, to fend his gallies to Rhodes
with a body of infantry which then lay about Rome
the new pontiff excufed himfeif from lb doin^, under

pretence, that as he was not skilled in the arts of go-
\ernment, he could not fend away his troops whiift all

Italy was up in arms ; though it is very probable that

he
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he durft not difpofe of them without the privity and

content of the emperor his benefaclor : and that out

of complaifance to that prince, inftead oflending them
to Rhodes, he ordered them to march into the Mila-

nefe and Lombardy, where they were employed againil
the French.

Thus were the grand mafter and his knights, after

putting their whole confidence in God, left without

any hopes of fuccour hut what they could draw from
the order itfelf: they were beiides fo unfortunate as

not to receive a ccnfiderable convoy which the French

knights fent in two (hips from the port of Marieilles. One
oftheie (hips, after a ftorm of feveral days, was caft away
and loft off Monaco, and the other lofing her marts in

the fame ftorm, was ftranded on the coaft of Sardinia,

and difabled from putting to fea. Nor were the Eng-
lifli lefs unfortunate. Sir Thomas de Newport em-

barking with feveral knights of that nation, and a

good quantity of provifions as well as money on board,
was catched in the fame ftorm, which drove him up-
on a defart country where he ftranded. The chevalier

Aulamo of the language of Arragon, and prior of St.

Martin,was in hopes of getting into the port of Rhodes.

But he was met in the Archipelago by fomeTurkifii gal-

lies, and after a loifg engagement got out oftheir hands

with great difficulty. The grand mafter, though aban-

doned as we may fay by all human fuccour, did not yet
abandon himfelf or defpond. This great man diicover-

ed in fo fad an extremity the fame courage which had

carried him fo often upon the breach, and into the midft

of his enemies. By his orders the knights that refid-

ed in the adjoining ifles that depended on Rhodes, and

in the caftle of St. Peter, quitted them in order to pre-

serve the capital of the order, and tranfported thither,

on board fome light barks and little brigantines, all the

foldiers,arms and provifions they were maftersof. The
errand mafter, in the extremity to which he was reduc-

ed, took this ftep, in hopes of one day recovering
thofe iflands, if he could but maintain his ground in

Rhodes. But as they had drawn the like iuccours

from
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from theSe feveral places before, this laft, the only

hope the knights had left, betrayed their weaknels

more than it augmented their forces. The grand ma-
fter diipatched at the lame time the chevalier Farfan of

the language of England into Candia, to endeavour to

get provifions from thence ; and lent another knight
called des Reaux to Naples, to haft.cn the fuccours,

which were retarded by the rigour of the Seafon ; but

all his endeavours were fruit leis ; and one would have

thought, that the winds and the lea had confpired the

lofs of the ifle of Rhodes, and of this armament, the

laft fupply that the belieged had any hopes of.

Th e Turks, to whom fome deferters had represent-
ed ihcfe fuccours as much Stronger and nearer at hand
than they were in reality, ufed their endeavours to pre-
vent them. Achmet, who under Solyman's orders had
the whole direction of the (lege, planted a battery of

Seventeen cannon again the baftion of Italy, and com-

pleated the ruin of all the fortifications. He afterwards

ran his trenches to the foot of the wall ; and to fecure

his men from being galled by the artillery of the place,
he covered theie new work with thick planks and great
beams of timber. His pioneers pierced afterwards

through the wall, and ran their mines as far as the

intrenchments, and then digging away the earth that

fupported them, they made them fink, fo that the

knights were forced to retire farther within the town :

and the grand mafter, who never ftirred from the at-

tacks, feeing the Infidels matters of the bed part of the

platform of the baftion, was forced to demolish the

church of St.Pantaleon, and the chapel of Notre Dame
de la VKftoire, to hinder the Turks from making lodg-
ments there, and he employed the materials ofthofe
two churches in making new barricadoes and intrench-

ments to hinder the enemy from penetrating farther in-

to the place.
The Turkish general had the fame fuccefs at the

baftion of England. After his artillery had played up-
on it for feveral days, and that he had demolished the

walls and ruined the fortifications, feveral knights pro-

posed
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pofed to abandon it
,
but that they fhould firft fill the mines

that were under it with powder, in order to blow up
the Infidels that fhould throw themfelves into it. But it

was remonftrated in the council of war, held on this

fubject, that in the extremity to which they were re»

duced, the faving of the place depended entirely on

prolonging the fiege, ib as to allow time for the fuc-

cours they expected to arrive; and that therefore there

was not a foot of ground, but what was to be difputed
with the enemy as long as poflible. This laft opinion

prevailed ; and though the baftion was entirely ruined

by mines, and the fire of the artillery, nevertheless the

chevalier Bin de Malicome, offered him(elfgeneroully to

defend it ; and in fpite of .he continual attacks of the

Turks, he maintained it with great glory to the very
end ofthe fiege.
The Turks did not allow any more reft to the

knights that defended the polls of Italy and Spain.

They attacked the firftonthe 2 2d of November. They,
as has been already obferved, had feized on the bcft

part of the platform of Italy ; the knights had fcarce a

third of it left, and both of them were buried as it were
in fubterraneous works, and divided only by planks
and beams from one another. The Turks ieeing
themfelves in pofTeflion of the greater! part of this plat-

form^ undertook to drive the knights entirely out of

it. A battalion of the Infidels on the fide next the fea

mounted to the alTault, whilft another body attacked

their intrenchments fword in hand. But they met
with the iame valour and refiftance in all places ; and

though the knights had loft abundance of men in thefe

bloody attacks, they yet repulfed the Infidels, and ob-

liged them to retire.

'Twas however only to return a few days afterwards

in much greater numbers. The attack was prececded

by a mine, which they fprung under the baftion of

Spain. It made a great pannel of the wall fall down ;

and in order to hinder the knights from making new
intrenchments behind this breach, a battery of their

largeft cannon played for a whole night and day with-

out
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out intermiflion upon this place. The Turks, upon
the thirtieth cf November, returned at day break to the

aflaulr, whilft Peri bafha at the fame time attacked

the Italian platform again. But the main eifort of the

Infidels was made againd the baftion of Spain j the

Turks in great numbers, and fuftained by the braved

troops oftheir army, advanced boldly up to the breach,

notwithstanding all the fire of the artillery, and (mail

fhot of the befieged ; their great numbers prevailed c-

ver all the courage of the Rhodians, and they pene-
trated as far as the intrenchments, which the bailiff

Maitinengo had made before he was wounded ; but

at the found of the bells, which proclaimed the danger
that the city was in, the grand mailer, the prior of St.

Giles, the bailiff Martinengo, who was not yet quite
cured of his wound, ran from different places, with the

greated part of the knighes and inhabitants ; none of

them obferving any order but what his courage and per-

haps his defpair dictated; and ail of them, regardlefs how
theyexpofedtheirlives,rufhed with a kind of fury upon
the Turks. The Infidels did not fiiew lefs courage ;

they grappled with one another with equal advantage,
and without being able to discover what the fuccefs of

this terrible engagement would be. Happily for

Rhodes there fell a prodigious rain ; floods of water

fell from the skies, and warned away the earth that

ferved as a fhoulder-work to the trenches of the Infi-

dels. This laying them open to the artillery of the

poll of Anvergne, it played furiouily and killed a great
number of them ; and the other batteries, which they
had placed upon the mills of Cofquin, and the muske-
teers of the knights firing continually upon the breach,
and in the midd of the enemy that was lodged there,
made lb horrible a (laughter of them, that fuch as could

efcape the fury of the cannon ran as fad as poffible to

their camp and trenches, notwithstanding all the me-
naces of their officers.

The Turks were not more fuccefs ful in their attack

of the platform of Italy : Peri bafha, who command-
ed at ir, after lofing his braved men, and hearing of

the
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the ill fuccefs of the attack on the Spanifli baftion, feeing
likewiie his droops almoft drowned with rain, ordered

the retreat to be founded. Such was the fuccefs of a

clay, which would have been the laft for the liberty of

Rhodes, had not the grand mailer and his knights pre-
ierved it by neglecting their own prefervation, and

bravely expofmg their lives without the leaft referve.

So lyman could not fee his troops coming back in

diforder, and in a downright flight, without falling in-

to a pafiion : he had been almoft fix months with

200,000 men before the place, without being able to

take it: the vexation he felt, and his apprehenfions
that the Chriftian princes might at laft unite their for-

ces in order to oblige him to raile the fiege, made
him fliut himfelf up fome days in his tent, without

fuffering any of his captains to come near him. No
one durft offer to come into his prefence : no body
but Peri bafha his old governor, who had a particular

privilege to enter, durft venture to fpeak to him.

Thatfubile minifter, in order to bring him to a better

temper, reprefented to him, that the troops were lodg-
ed upon the principal baflions

; that he was in polTef-

fion of part of the place ; that another alTault would

carry it: that they had indeed to deal with a fet of def-

perate men, who would fuffer themfelvcs to be all kil-

led to a man rather than furrender; but that the knights
were reduced to a (mall number; that the inhabitants,

who were moll of them Greeks, had not the fame

courage, nor indeed the fame interefl to be obftinate in

the defence of the place, and that he was perfuaded

they would not rejrcl a compofition which offered

them fecurity for their lives and fortunes ; the fultan

approved this advice, and ordered him to put it in ex-

ecution.

Peri ordered feveral letters in the grand feignior's

name to be thrown into the place, exhorting the inha-

bitants to fubmit to his empire, and threatning them

at the fame time with the mod cruel treatment, them-

felves, their wives and their children, if they mould

be taken by dorm. The bafha afterwards employed
a Genoefc
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a Genoeie that happened to be in Solyman's camp,
who advancing near the baftion of Auvergne, defired

leave to ipeak. ThisGenoefe, whofe name wasHieronymo
Monilio, aftecling a reigned companion, (aid, that as he -

was aChriftian, he could not bear to iee the approaching
lois and mafTacre of ib many Chriftians his brethren,

who would be overwhelmed with the formidable power

ofSolymanj that their fortifications were deftroyed,
their intrenchments ruined, and the enemy already

lodged within the place ; that they ought in prudence
to prevent the difmal conlequences of a town's being
carried by ftorm, and that it would not perhaps beim-

pofTible to obtain a fine and even an honourable com-

pofition fromSolyman. The commander of the baftion,

by the grand matter's order, anfwered him, that the

knights of St. John never treated with the Infidels but

fword in hand ; and for fear left his artful dilcourfe

fhouid make any impreifion upon the minds of the in-

habitants, he ordered him to retire. This cunning a-

gent of the bafha, far from being.difcouraged, return-

ed two days afterwards to the lame place, under pre-
tence of having letters to deliver to a Genoeie that was
in the place. But the commandant ordering him to re-

tire, he declared that he brought a packet from Soly-
man to the grand mafter : this was a new pretext for

entering into a negotiation; but the grand mafter elud-

ed it, by refufing to receive it, from the apprehenfions
he was under, that the bare appearances of a treaty
would enervate the courage of the loldiers and inhabi-

tants j and in order to oblige this negotiator to go off,

they fired ibme musket (hot at him. An Albanian de-
ferter from the city, who had entered afterwards into

Solyman's iervice, was the next to aclhis part, and after

the uiu.alfignals, defired admittance into the place, in or-

der to preient the grand mafter with a letter which he
was to deliver to him from the fultan ; but he was not
better received than the Genoeie. The grand mafter,
for fear of dilcou aging his troops, refined to give him
audience, and declared to him, that they would for the

future, without any regard to fignals of parley, or the
Voi. III. , T charac-
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character of envoys, fire upon all that fhould offer to
come near the place.
Nevertheless the frequent arrival of thefe a-

gents, and the grand feignior's letters, which the bafha
had taken care to throw into the city, did not fail to

produce the defired effect. The greateft part of the
inhabitants being of the Greek religion begin to hold

private meetings between themfelves ; the moll mutin-

ous, or rather the mofl timorous and cowardly, repre-
frnted, that mofl: of them had loft their relations and
friends in the many affaults that had been given ; that

they themielves were on the brink ofruin ; that the e-

nemy was intrenched within the place, and that at the

very firfl attack they mould fee themfelves overwhelm-
ed with the formidable multitude of the Infidels ; that

they had for a long time been refblved to facrifice their

own lives, but could not fee the di(honour and flavery of
their wives and children without the mod piercing
affliction ;

that they might prevent fuch a terrible ca-

lamity by furrendering. upon good terms; and after

all, that whatever the knights might alledge, the ex-

ample of fo many Chriftian ftates, that lived peaceably
Under the dominion of the Turks, was a plain proof,
that they might do the fame, and that they, by paying
a fmall tribute, might alfo fave both their religion and
their fortunes.

Such difcourfes as thefe, repeated at different meet-

ings, determined the mofl: confiderable of the inhabi-

tants to apply to their metropolitan : they begged him
to take pity on his people, and to reprefent to the

grand mafter, that ifhe did not immediately treat with

the grand feignior, they muft neceiTarily be the firfl

victims of the fury of the victorious ibldiers, and that

he himielf would lee the churches prophaned, the pre-
cious relicks of the faints trampled under foot, and the

women and virgins expofed to the brutality of the In-

fidels. The prelate entered into thefe juft confiderati-

ons, and laid the remonftrances and requeft of his

people before the grand mafter. The grand mafter at

firft rejected the proportions of the metropolitan with

a noble difdain, and declared to him
; that himfelf and

his
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his knights had, when they fhut up themfelves in

Rhodes, refolved to be buried upon the breach, and in

the laft intrenchments of the place, and that he hoped
the inhabitants would follow their example, and ihew

the fame courage.
But the metropolitan found them in a very diffcr-

en difpofition. Fear on the one fide, and a defire of

peace on the other, had got an afcendant over them :

new deputies were fent back the day following, and

applied directly to the grand mafter : they declared to

him, that unlefs he took fome care to preserve the in-

habitants, they themfelves could not help taking the

mod proper meafures to fecure the lives and honour of

their wives and children.

The grand mafter, juflly fearing that defpair might
occafion a fatal divifion that would haften the lo:s of

the place, referred them to the council. Whilft they
were deliberating about this important matter, three

merchants knocked at the door of the coimcil-hoLile :

they were let in, andprelented a petition iigned by the

principal inhabitants, in which they befought the order

to make fome provifion for the fafety of their wives

and children ; infmuating at the end of the petition,

that ir they mould have no regard thereto, they fliould

think themfelves obliged by all laws, both divine and*

human, not to abandon them to the fury and brutality
of the Infidels. The grand mafter, before any anfwer

was riven thsm, ordered the knights that commanded
at the feveral pofts to be called in, in order to learn

from them a true and exact account of the ft ate and

forces of the place. He addreiled himfelf particularly
to the grand prior of St. Giles, and the bailiff Marti-

nengo, who had a few days before taken arms again,
and refumed the defence of the place. Thefe two great

men, who had fo many times expoP^d their lives on the

mod dangerous occafions, declared one after the other,
that they thought themfelves obliged, both in confei-

ence and honour, to reprelent to the affembly, that

the place was not any longer tenable ; that the Turks
had advanced theirworks above forty paces forwards,and

above thirty crois-wifc into the city; that they were for-

T 2 lifted
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titled there in fuch a manner, that they could no long-
er feed themfelves with the hopes of driving them. out,
or that they themfelves could retire farther back, in or-

der to make new intrenchments ; that all the pioneers
and the be ft of the foldiers were killed; that they
themfelves could nor be ignorant how many knights the

order had loft ; that the town was equally in want of
ammunition and provifions, and that without a fpeedy
and powerful fuccour, they could fee no refource, and
had even reafon to fear, that at the firft attack the Chri-

frians would be bore down by the formidable power and
vaft numbers of the Infidels.

All the council, upon the report of two captains
fo brave in their peribns, and fo greatly skilled in the

arts of war, were of opinion, that they Ihould enter in-

to a treaty with Solyman. The grand mafter was the

only perlbn that differed from them in that refpeel, who,
without abating any thing of his uiiial conftancy and

magnanimity, represented to them, that in the whole
coutfe of fo many ages, as the order had been making
war upon the Infidels, the knights had in the moft pe-
rilous occalions alv/ays preferred an holy and glorious
death before a frail and precarious life ; that ne was

ready to fet them an example, and begged of them, be-

fore they took fo grievous a ftep, to reflect once more

upon it in the moft ferious manner.

The principal peribns of the council replied, that

if their own particular lives were concerned in the

cafe, they would all follow his example and freely
die by his fide ; that they were ready to facrifice their

lives ; that they had devoted them to God when they
took the habit ; but that the fafety of the inhabitants

was the bufinefs inqueftion : that if the Infidels (hould

carry the place by ftorm, and enter it fword in hand,

they would force the women and children, and all

weak perfons to renounce the faith ; that they would
make the moft of the inhabitants either flaves or rene-

gadoes ; and that the churches, and particularly the

relicks, which had fo long been the object of their ve-

neration at Rhodes, would be prophaned by the Infi-

dels,
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dels, and be made il-.e 'ubjecl of the'r contempt and

raillery. The grand m fter yielded at length to thefe

pious confederations, and they refolved at the fir ft over-

tures of peace that the fultan fhould make, to give an

anfwer, and enter upon a negotiation.
The grand feignior, uneaiy at the thoughts of fuc-

cours, a report of which the knights had taken cane

to fpread abroad, and unable either to take the place,
or on the other hand to laife the fiege confident with

his honour, endeavoured by new proportions to fhake

the refolution and conftancy of the knights : they

planted, by his orders, a flagon the top of the church

of St. Mary, and in a quarter called the Lymonitres.
The grand matter thereupon ordered another to be

fixed upon a mill that was at the gate of Coiquin. Up-
on this fignal two Turks, who by the'r dreis fcemed

to be confiderable officers, came out of the trenches,

and advanced towards the gate ; they were met there

by the prior of St. Giles and the bailiffMai tinengo, to

whom they delivered only a letter from Solyman '.o

the grand mafter, without (peaking a word. The let-

ter contained a fummons to lunender the place, wiih

advantageous offers, provided they mould deliver it up

immediately, and threats of putting all to the fword if

they delayed it any longer. The common council of

the order and the great council were for nearing the

conditions which the fultan offered : they agreed to

give hoftages on both ftdes. The order lent as deputies
to Solyman Sir Anthony Grolee called Pafiim, and Ro-

bert Perrucey judge of Rhodes, who both ipoke the

vulgar Greek with facility. The Turks on their fide

lent into Rhodes, a nephew of the general Achmet's,
and one of Solyman's interpreters in whom that prince

put an entire confidence. The chevalier de Grolee

and his brother deputy were admitted to an audience

of the grand feignior, who told them, that he was uif-

poied to let them go quietly out of the iiland and the

eaft, provided they would immediately iurrender up to

frm Rhodes, fort St. Peter, Lango and the other little

illands of the order ; but that if from a reioliuion of

T 3 making
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making a rafh defence, they mould be obftinate in at-

tempting to hold out any longer againft his formidable

power, he would deftroy all before himr with fire and

fword. The two deputies defired to return into the

place to communicate his intentions to the grand ma-
iler and the council; but the Turks lent backPerrucey

only, with orders to bring a decifive anfwer immedi-

ately ; and general Achmet kept the chevalier de

Groiee in his tent, whom he treated very honourably,
and owned to him at table in the heat of the entertain-

ment, that the fiiltan his mafter had loft at that fiege

44000 men that had fallen by the arms ofthe knights,
befides almoft as confiderable a number that had died

of ficknels and cold fince the beginning of the winter.

During thefe preliminaries of the negotiation, a

company o£ young fellows, who were fome of the mod
inconfiderable of the townfmen, and who had not been

confulted in the petition which the principal inhabi-

tants had prefented to the grand mafter, ran in a tumul-

tuous manner to the palace, to complain that they were

treating with the enemy without their content, and that

would be delivering them up to a perfidious nation,

that gloried in breaking their faith with Chriftians,

and that they all chofe to die with their weapons in

their hands, rather than be cut to pieces after the ca-

pitulation, as the inhabitants of Belgrade had been.

The grand mafter, who was ufed to the bravadoes and

vanity of the Greeks, anfwered them with great mo-

deration, that prudence did not allow him to publiih

the motives of the negotiation, for fear the grand feig-

nior mould be informed of the ill condition ofthe place,
and break it, and his troops make another afTault, which
he was afraid they wanted forces fufficicnt tofuftain ;

but that he was exceedingly pleafed to find them Co

well difpofed to defend their country; that they mould

fee him always at their head, and ready to (bed the laft

drop of his blood for the preiervation of the place : he

defired them only to remember to bring thither on the

firft occafion that might offer itlelf the fame courage,
and
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and all the refolution that they boafted of in their dif-

courie, and in the pretence of their fovereign.

As no great account was made of the idle talk of a

troopof braggadocios, the grand mailer and the council

being informed by one of their deputies of ihc iiiltan's

difpofition, thought fit to difpatch two other embaffa-

dors to him, and chofe for that employment don Rai-

mond Marquet, and don Lopes Cepas, both Spaniards,

who, in the audience they had of the grand ieignior,

demanded of him a truce for three days, in order to re-

gulate the capitulation, and adjud the feveral interefb

of the inhabitants, who were partly Latins and partly
Greeks.

But that prince, being always uneafy at the reports

Ipread in his army of an approaching fuccour, rejected
the proportion of a truce; and in order to determine

the grand mailer to treat immediately, he commanded
his officers to begin firing again, and prepare every

thing for a general aflault. He lent back at the fame
time one of the new envoys, but kept the oth^r, with a

defign no doubt of refuming the negotiation if he did

not iucceed immediately in the attack.

The batteries began to fire on both fides, but not

fo furioufly on that of the knights, who reierved the

little powder left them for the aiTaults they were una-

voidably to Hand. The grand mailer, feeing the attack

begin again, lent for the inhabitants who had {poke tohim
With to much oftentation of their courage; he told them
that now was the time of their giving him proofs of it :

and an order was ilTued out in his name, and publifh-
ed with lound of trumpet, to all the citizens to repair

immediately to the advanced pods, with a Uriel injuncti-
on not to quit them either day or night under pain of
death. The townfmen obeyed this order for fbme

days ; but a Certain young man, terrified at the dan-

ger to which he was expofed from the enemies
artillery,

dealing home in the night, the grand mailer lent to

take him, and the council of war condemned him to

be hanged, as an example to the red, and in order to

keep up dilcipline.

Ta ough
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Though all the fortifications of Rhodes were ruin-

ed, and that the city was in a manner no more than

an heapof rtones and rubbifh, yet the knights Hill kept
their ground in the barbacan or fauiTe-brayeof the baf-

tion of Spain, where the grand mailer him (elf lodged,
in order to take the better care of its defence ; the

Turks attacked it on the 17th of December.
The engagement was very bloody and obflinate ;

they fought almoft the whole day on both fides with

equal anirnofity ; the grand mailer, and the few knights
he had left, ran, as we may fay, to meet their wounds,
and rather than furvive the lois of the place, went in

quell of death, that leemed to fly from them. In fine,

they exerted themfelves fo nobly, that after making a

terrible {laughter of the enemy, they forced them to

retire. But the infidels, animated by the reproaches
ofthe fultan, returned the next day to, the affaulr, and

came on in fuch vail numbers, that the knights, bore

down by their multitude, were forced to abandon the

work, and threw themfelves into the city to defend it

to the utmoft extremity", and bury themfelves in its

ruins.

The townfmen, terrified at the approaching dan-

ger, abandoned their polls, and retired one after ano-

ther. The grand mailer and his knights were forced to

make alone the ordinary guard of the place, and if

thole noble foldiers of Jefus Chrilt had not kept upon
the breach, it would have been furpriied, and carried

by alfault. In fine, all the inhabitants came in a body
to beletch the grand mailer to refume the negotiation,
and entreated him to give them leave to fend along
with his embaffadors to the camp, two deputies of their

own, io take care of their interells in the capitulation :

the grand mailer confented to it : the body of the

townfmen named Peter Singlifico and Nicholas Ver-

gati,
when the chevalier de Grolee, who had renew-

ed the negotiation with general Achmet, conducted

them to the camp, and defired him to prelent them to

the grand feignior. But before they were admitted to

his audience, the grand mailer, in fome hopes,.though

they
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they were very uncertain, of a uiccour, and with defign
to ipin out the negotiation, had directed him to fhew
Achmet an old treaty which fultan Bajazet had made
with the grand mallei- d'AiibufTon ;

in which he lays
his curie upon any or' his i'uceelfors that mould break

the peace he had concluded with the knights of St.

John. Thegraud matter gave this inftrument 10 his em*

balfador, that he might feel if Solyman, who was a

zealous oblerver of his law, could be prevailed with,
in confideration of a conliderable fum of money, to

raife the fiege. But Achmet, as foon as he call his

eyes on the paper, tore it to pieces, trod it under his

feet, and drove the embaflador and deputies of the

people from his prefence : in fine, having no fuccour

to hope for, nor forces enough to defend the city, the

grand matter lent the embattador and deputies to the

camp, who, after making their compliments to the

grand ieignsor, let themfelves with Achmet to draw up
the capitulation, the principal articles whereofcontain-

ed, that the churches mould not be prophaned, nor the

inhabitants obliged to deliver up their children to be

made janizaries ;
that they fhould be allowed the free

exercife of the Chrittian religion ; that the people
mould be exempt from taxes for five years ; that all

who would go out of the ifland Ihould have leave to

do ib ; that if the grand matter and the knights Ihould

not have veifels enough to tranfport them 10 Candia,

they ihould be furnifhed with them by the Turks; that

they mould be allowed twelve days time, reckoning
from that of figning the treaty, to put their effects on
board ; that they might carry away the relicksof the

faints, the confecrated vefTels of the church of St. John,
the ornaments, their moveables, their records and writ-

ings, and all the cannon ihat they uled to employ on
board their gallies: that all the forts of the ifle of

Rhodes, and the other ifles belonging to the order,

and that of the cattle of St. Peter mould be delivered

up to the Turks ; that in order to facilitate the execu-

tion of this treaty, the Turkifh army fhould remove to

fome miles dittance j that whilft it lay at that diftance,

the
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the fultan fhould fend four thoufand janizaries, under

the command of their aga, to take pofleffion of the

place j and that the grand matter, as a fecurity of his

word, fhould give twenty-five knights in hoftage, a-

mong which were to be two grand erodes, with twen-

ty-five of the principal burgefles of the town. This

treaty being figned by the embaffador and deputies on
one fide, and by general Achmet in the fultan's name,
and ratified by the grand matter, and the lords of the

council, the hoftages agreed on repaired to the camp,
and the aga of the janizaries entered at the Came time

into the town with a company of his ibldiers, and took

pofTefllon of it.

Whilst they were employed on both fides in exe-

cuting the treaty, they faw a numerous fleet off at fea,

{landing in for the ifland full (ail, and with a favourable

wind. The Turks, who were always uneafy on ac-

count of the fuccours that the Chrittians had fo long

expected, made no quettion but they were fhips of the

princes of the weft coming to raiie the fiege. They
immediately run to arms. Solyman and his generals
were in great pain; but the fleet drawing near the coaft,

they ditcovered the crefcent in their Hags ; and after

the troops on board the fleet weTfc landed, they found

that they came from the frontiers of Perfia, and that

Solyman feeing his foldiers difheartened by fo many un-

fuccefsful attacks, had, in hopes that frefh troops might
behave themfelves with more ardor in the afiaults,

fent orders to Ferhat bafha to bring them with the

utmoft diligence he could. 'Tis to be prefumed, that

if thefe frefh. troops had landed fooner, the knights
would not have made fo honourable a compofition with

the fultan ; but as they had begun to execute the ca-

pitulation, Solyman would not make any advantage of
this fuccour, nor fail in the performance of his word.

Tw o days after the treaty was figned, general Ach-
met had a conference with the grand matter in the

ditch of the pott of Spain ; and after feveral difcourfes

had patted between them in relation to the attack and

defence of Rhodes, he told him, that the grand fcignU
or
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or was defirous to fee him, and infinuated to him, that

he ought not to think of going away without taking
leave of his conqueror, for fear he mould provoke his

anger. The grand mafler being apprehendve that he
would be incenled at the long refinance he had made
to all his power, as well as on account of the prodigi-
ous number of foldiers which that prince had loll at

the fiege, was not very willing to deliver himfelfup in-

to his hands ; but as, on the other fide, he was afraid

of furnifliing him, by a refufal, with a pretence, which

perhaps he wiflied to find, of not keeping his word ;

this great man, who had, during the fiege, expoled
himlelf to the greateft dangers, got over all confidera-

tions, and refolved to iacrifice himfelf once more for

the (afety of his brethren. He came early the next

morning into the quarters to the entrance of the ful-

tan's tent. The Turks, out of pride, and a barbarous

kind of grandeur, fufFered him to wait there almofl all

the whole day, without offering him to eat or drink,

expoied to a ievere cold, to lhow and hail which fell

in abundance. When the evening was drawing on, he
was called in, and cloathing him and the knights that

attended him with magnificent vefls, they introduced

him to an audience of the fultan. That prince was
(truck with the majefly that appeared in all the air, and
over the whole penbn of the grand mafler, and told

him by his interpreter, byway of confblation,
" That

" the conquefl or lofs of empires were the ordinaryu
fports of fortune." He added, in order to engage

fo great a captain in his fervice, that he had jufl leen

by a woful experience the little ftrefs that was to be

laid on the amity and alliance of the Chriflian princes,
who had lb fcandaloufly abandoned him; and that- if

he was willing to embrace his law, there was no poll
or dignity in the whole extent of his empire but he was

ready to gratify him with. The grand mafler, who
was as zealous a Chriflian as he was a great captain,
after thanking him for the good will he exprefled
towards him, replied, that he fhould be very unwor-

thy of his favours, if he were capable of accepting
them ;
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them ;
that (b great a prince as he would be dimo-

noured by the services of a traitor and a renegado,;
and that all he requefted of Solyman was, that he

would be pleafed to order his officers not to give him

any disturbance in his going off and imbarkalion. So-

lyman fignificd
to him, thar he might go on with it

quietly ; that his word was inviolable; and as a token

of rriendfhip, though perhaps out of oftentation of his

grandeur, he gave him his hand to kifs.

In breach however of the treaty,andthe pofitive pro-
mifes of the grand icignior, five days after the capitu-
lation was figned, feme janizaries, under pretence of

viliting their comrades, who with their aga had taken

poflllTion
of the place, duperled themielves over it,

plundered the firft houies they came to near the gate of

Colquitt,
broke into the churches which they prophan-

ed, and ranfacked the very tombs ofthe grand mailers,

whe.e their avarice made them fancy they fliould find

treafure : from thence they ran, like fb many furies, to

the infirmary, that celebrated monument of the charity
of the knights, drove out the fick. and carried off the

plate,
in which they were ferved, and would have

carried their violence ftill farther, if, upon the grand
matter's complaints, general Achmet, who knew the

grand ieignior s intention, had not lent word to the

aga, that his head mould anfwer for the plunder and

extravagance of his foldiers. Indeed the grand ieigni-

or, who was fond of glory, and jealous of his repu-

tation, was defirous that the knights, when they re-

tired into the various {rates of Ch; iftendom, mould,
with the news of the conqueft of Rhodes, carry iike-

wiie with them the reputation of his clemency and his

inviolable obfervance of his wo; d : and this perhaps

might be the motive that engaged him, when he vifit-

ed his new conqueft, to enter into the grand mailer's

palace.
This prince received him with all the marks of re-

fpecl due to fo potent a monarch. Solyman in this vifit,

fo very extraordinary in a grand feignior, acceded him
in an affable manner, exhorted him to bear courage-

oufly
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oufly this change of fortune, and fignified to him, by
Achmet who attended him, that he might take his own
time to embark his effects, and that if the time ftipulat-

ed was not fufficient, he would readily prolong it. He
retired upon this, after repeating his affurances to the

grand mailer of an inviolable fidelity in the execution

of the capitulation ;
and turning towards his general as

he went out of the palace,
"

I can't help being con-
u

cerned, fays he to him, that I force this Chriitian at

i( his age to go out of his houfe."

The grand matter was obliged to quit it even be-

fore the term agreed on was expired j for being in-

formed, that the iultan was preparing to fet out in two

days for Conftantinople; he did not think it proper to

flay in the ifland, expofed to the mercy of the officers

that were to command there, who might perhaps, in

the grand ieignior's abience, value themfelves on giv-

ing iiich explications to the treaty a*s fuited their hatred

and animofi'.y againft: the knights. So that not think-

ing it fafe to ftay any longer among barbarians that

were not over (crupulous with regard to the law of

nations, he ordered the knights, and iuch as would
follow the fortune of the order, to carry immediately
their moft valuable effects on board the veflels of the

order.

This difmal embarkation was made in the night,
with a precipitation and diforder that can hardly be

defcribed. Nothing could be more moving, than to fee

the poor citizens loaded with their goods, and follow-

ed by their families, abandoning their country. There

was heard on all fides a confuted noiie of children cry-

ing, of women bemoaning themfelves, of m.n curling
their ill fortune, and of teamen calling out after them

all. The grand matter alone wifely diflembled his

grief; the fentiments of his heart were not betrayed

by his looks ; and in this confufion he gave his orders

w'th the fame tranquillity,
as if he had been only to

fend away a.iquadron of the order to cruize.

The grand mafter, befides the knights, put on board

above four thoufand inhabitants of the if]and
; men,wo-

V01.III. U men
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men and children, who not caring to (lay under the

dominion of the infidels, refblved to follow the for-

tune of the order, and abandon their country.
Prince Amurath, fbn to the unfortunate Zizim,

would gladly have followed the grand mafter, and had

agreed with him to come on board with all his family ;

but Solyman refolving to get him into his power,
caufed him to be watched fo narrowly, that in fpite of

all the difguiies he put on, he could never get near the

fleet, but was forced to hide himfelf in the ruins of
fome houfes which the Turkifh cannon had demolifh-

ed. The grand matter, -not being able to fave him,
took leave of the grand feignior, and was the laft man
that went on board his vefTel. The firft day of Janu-

ary A. D. 1523, all the fleet, after his example, made

ready for failing ; and the few knights that furvived

this long and bloody liege, were reduced to the difmal

neceflity of quitting the ifle of Rhodes, and the places
and other iflands that depended on the order, and in

which the knights of St. John ofJerufalem had main-

tained themfelves with fo much glory for near two
hundred and twenty years.

THE
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BOOK IX.

WHILST
the happy Solyman was triumphing

in the calamity of the knights of Rhodes, and

that prince, who never valued the lofs of his fbldiers,

was rejoicing for a conqueft that contributed lb much
to the glory of his arms, the grand mafter, before he

failed out of the port of Rhodes, puriuant to the treaty
which he had juft made with the fultan, diipatched
fome brigantines, feluccas and tranfports to the com-
mander d Airafque, governor of the cattle of St. Peter,

and to Perm du Pont, bailiff of Lango, with orders to

abandon the feveral places where they commanded, and

make an immediate embarkation of all the knights
that were in their governments, and of all fuch of the

U 2 inha-
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inhabitants fubject to the order as fliould be willing, to

follow them, and to repair with all poflible expedition
to the iile of Candia, where he propoled to flop for

fame time to wait their coming up, and receive prince

Amurath, fon to Zizim, if he mould be able to make his

efcape, with fuch inhabitants of the ifle of Rhodes, as

could not, by reafon of his precipitate departure, em-
bark at the fame time with him. That prince, after

this-, let fail, attended by ali his knights, and follow-

ed by a great number of Rhodian families. His fleet

made up fifty fail, con lifting of gallies, galliots, biigan-

tines, and feluccas of different bulk : He himiclf went
on board the great carrack, taking with him the prin-

cipal commanders, and particularly thofe knights who
werefick and wounded ; and it may be faid, that this

great vefTel, by carrying them, carried the whole for-

tune of the order.

It would be difficult to draw in proper colours the

affliction of the inhabitants of the ifle of Rhodes, when

they law themielves forced to abandon their eflates,

their houfes, and their country. As long as this little

fleet kept within a fufEcient diftance, they had all of

them their eyes fixed upon the ifland ; but as foon as

they loft fight of it, their grief burfl out in cries and

tears ; which however was but the beginning of their

forrows.

After fome days failing, they v/ere furprifed by a

violent dorm, which difperfed this little fleet among
the iflands of the Archipelago.' The gallies efpeci-

ally were in great dillrefs for want of a fufficient

number of flaves and rowers* Solyman had, be-

fore the grand mailer's departure, taken from thence

all the (laves who were either his fubjecls or of his re-

ligion; and the Chriflians, who had voluntarily fuppli-

ed their places, being very unequal to that employ-

ment, were rather an incumbrance to the fervice than

of any advantage to it. Several fhips loft their mails

by the violence of the florm, and others that were o-

verladen foundered. The poor Rhodians, to guard a-

gainil fuch like accidents, threw their bales and eifecls

over
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over board ; at laft, after ftruggling againft the fury of

the dorm fo* three days and nights together, the wind

fell, the waves fubfided, hope began to revive in then-

hearts, and the fliips
that were lcactered, arrived one

after another in different ports or bays of the ifland of

Candia.

The grand mafter, who was onboard the great car-

rack, (lopped in light, and came to an anchor in the

road of the town of Setia ; others put at firil into the

ports ofSpina Longa. As there were not any two vefTels

of the fleet that kept together, they arrived one after

another. They owed indeed their preservation to this

diiperlion, and if they had not been ieparaied by the

violence of the winds, they would infallibly have fal-

len foul upon one another, and the bulging of a (hip

would have been as fatal as the linking againft a rock.

All the little vefTels, from the feveral places where

they had put in for (helter, came up at lad and joined
the grand mafter. There arrived too about the fame

time the commander d'Airaique, the bailiff of Lango,
all the knights under their command, and ihe greaull

part of the inhabitants of the illands and fortreiTes of

the order, who cho(e to follow the fortune of their

fovereigns, rather than (lay behind under the govern-
ment of the Turks. When all this multitude was

landed, the grand mafter made a general review, and

the total amount of all, including men, women and

children, came to near five thouiand. But having fo

lately undergone the fatigue of a terrible ftorm, they
were moil of them lick, faint and low ipirited ; ail of

them were unprovided either of pro vifions or means of

fubfiftence; and (bme, whole baggage had been thrown

over board, were left half naked, and utterly deftitute

of linen.

The grand mafter, who had (imported the lofs of

his dominions with fo much reiolution, could not re-

frain from tears at the light of fo forlorn a
; eople. He

was at the expence of procuring from the neighbour-

ing towns provifions, (tufts, and even linen, to new
clothe fuch as wanted them. And at the lame time

U 3 enfor-
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enforcing thefe real and fubftantial fupplies with dif-

courfes full of a
fpirit of charity, he afTured them, that

the order would always give them a (hare in their

pofTeffions and eftates, to which, he told them, the

poor had always the firft claim. The people, in the
fulnels of their heart, made no other reply to fuch ten-
der and moving fcntiments, than by offering up their

vows for the long continuance of fo beneficent a life :

Every one ran to kifs his hand ; they all called him
their father, and a name fo dear to generous fouls gave
this great man a more fenfible plealure, than the title of
lord and prince that was due to his dignity.
He was no fooner landed near Setia, but he fent ad-

vice of it to the governor and regency of the ifland.

The governor immediately difpatched the noble Pauli

Juftiniani, to offer him all manner of fuccours that he

might ftand in need of, and invite him to come with
all his people to the capital city, where they would find

great plenty of provifions. The grand mafter, though
no way }

leafed with thefe republicans, made no fcru-

ple to go thither. The governor, attended by the

noble Dominico Trevilano, general of the gallies of

the republic, the magiftrates and principal perfons of
the ifland, came to receive him at his landing ; they
faluted with great demonftrations of their concern at

the lofs of Rhodes ; but fo very unfeafonably, that the

grand mafter, in a piivate converlation which he had

afterwards with the general of the gallies, could not

forbear reflecting on the timorous policy of the fenate,

who, though they had above fixty gallies in the port of

Candia, had yet flood ftill as mere lookers on, whilft

Rhode*; was falling into the hands of the infidels,

without vouchsafing to throw the lean: fuccour into the

place.
The Venetian general could make no other reply

to complaints that were fo well founded, but by receiv-

ing them with a iilence full of confufion; but to wave

all explications on fo difagreeable a iubject, he invited

him to ftay in the ifland, till the winter and the feveri-

ty of the feafon fhould be over. But the grand mafter,
full
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full of the higbeft refentment at the infenfibility which

theVenetians had ihew'cl in ftanding as bare (peclators

whilft Rhodes was loft, told him, that as loon as he

could refit his (hips, which had fuffered in the ftorm,
he fhould continue his courie ; and that his defign was

to go immediately into Italy, to confult with the pope
about a place where it would be proper to fix the great

convent, and fettle the refidence of the order.

Whilst he was labouring with the utmofl: appli-
cation to repair his fhips, Leonard Baleftrin, the Latin

metropolitan of Rhodes, arrived in Candia with his

•clergy, and ieveral of the inhabitants. Solyman had

obliged them to leave the place, under pretence that

they were neither Rhodians nor Greeks, and that he
would not fufferany Latins within his dominions. The

grand mafter, who had the highcft efteem for the vir-

tue of that prelate, received him very courteoufly, af-

figned him a penfion upon the treafliry of the order;

and the archbifhop afterwards taking the habit of the

order, he named him prior of the church, which was
at that time the firft ecciefiaftical dignity of the order,
and indeed the very next pott after the grand mafter ;

and which, therefore, had a right of fitting in the coun-

cil annexed to it.

Among the various events that happened after the

grand matter's departure, the archbifhop told him, that

the grand feignior had given fuch Uriel orders to fearch

for the fbn of Zizim, that the unfortunate prince was
loon discovered and brought before Solyman, with his

four children, two boys, and as many girls ; that the

fultan, whole intereft urged him in the ftrongeft man-
ner to deilroy this family, and who yet carefully avoid-

ed the character of a cruel prince, in order to have a

plaufible pretence to get rid of him, asked him, as if he
had known nothing of the matter, what religion he
was of ? that the prince aniwered him with great in-

trepidity, that he and his children were Chriftiarts j

that Solyman, under pretence of punifhing him for a

pretended apoftacy, had ordered to be ftrangled with
his two fens, and had caufed them to be executed at

the



236 Hiftory of the Knight r ofMA l t a .

the head of his army, in order to prevent any future-

malecontent or impoftorfrom making ufe of their name,
and railing an infurrecYion ; and that after this cruel

execution, the fultan had fent the two young princef-

ks to Conftantinople, to be ihut up in the old fera-

glio.
The mips of the order being refitted, the grand ma-

fter fet fail about the beginning of March, and dif-

patched at the fame time a light brigantine to carry
the feveral ambaiTadors which he lent to the pope, and

to mod of the princes of Chriftendom, to acquaint
them with the lofs of Rhodes, and to complain of their

having fo univerfally abandoned him. Tnis complaint
was ftill more juftly levelled againft ihe pope than the

other Chriftian potentates: But that pontiff was entire-

ly taken up with the affairs and iniereft of the emperor,
and managed them with as much application as if he

had ftill been that prince's nvnifter. 'Twould be im-

poffible
to relate all the reflections with which the

world arraigned his conduct on this occalion : They
publickly

exclaimed againft the little zeal he had (hewn

for the relief of Rhodes : And the very day that the

city was furrendered to Solyman, part of the architrave

of that pope's chapel falling down the very moment
that he was going into it, and that piece of marble

dafhing out the brains of one of his guards that went

before him, the people, who are very ready to inter-

pret the intentions of heaven, did not fail upon this

accident to look upon it as a judgment for his remilT-

nefs, and a plain indication ofthe wrath of God.

The grand mailer was very fenfible of the great

weight and influence that this ponriff's recommendati-

on, and efpecially his example, would have had for

the faving of Rhodes ; but as he law plainly, that he

fhould have occafion for the pope's authority to-fupport

his own, he ordered his embaffador to explain himfelf

inmodeft terms upon the want offuch military iuccours,

in order to engage him the more readily to grant him

one of another nature, which was no lefs neceffary for

him in the prefent juncture. This prince, in lofing

Rhodes,
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Rhodes, had thereby loft, not only a powerful and

Sovereign dominion, but likewiie the fixed and inde-

pendent refidence of the order, the great convent of it,

the center and bond as it were which united lb confi-

derablc a number of knights of different nations in the

fame place, and in an immediate fubjeclion to his au-

thority. The fear of a general diiperfion gave him a

(beret an.xiety. He was not without apprehenfions left

upon his arrival in Italy, moft of the knights, finding
themfelves without any fisied an.d fettled convent,
mould retire into their own countries. He was in the

daik even as to a place where he might fettle with his

council, and the body of people that followed his for-

tune ; and what made his uneafinefs ftiil greater was
the want he flood in of a port for the excrcue of his

profeflion, and for the fending out his veflels to cruife.

He was afraid he mould fcarce find any Chriftian prince
who would give him a place or port within his territo-

ries in abfolute property and dominion : And fuppof-

ing there mould be found one generous enough to af-

ford him a place of refuge, he was ftillas uneafy for fear

he fhould afterwards pretend to difpofe of the forces of

the order for his private interefts ; or if the order want-

ed a retreat, and was left without that common band

of concord, that the knights fhould difperfe and retire

into their feveral countries, which would exceeding-

ly weaken the difcipline of the order, and end at laft

in its deftrucYion and ruin. Full of theie melancholy
confiderations, he wrote about it to the pope, and or-

dered his embaffador to get a bull from him, direcled to

alltheknights of the order, enjoining them, under pain
of excommunication, and being degraded of their

knighthood, to fubmit to the orders of the grand ma-
tter and the council, in what place fbever he mould

proper to fix his own refidence, and that of the coun-

cil.

The embaffador upon his arrival at Rome gave the

pope an account of all that had paffed in the defence of
Rhodes : And purfuant to his inftructions represented
to him the melancholy fituation of the order, and the

juft
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jufl apprehenfions which the grand mafter had ofa di£-

perfion, which would be ftill of more fatal confequence
than even the lo(s of Rhodes. The pope complied with
the grand matter's requeft; and in order to retain ail

the knights under his obedience, granted him a bull,

wherein, after extolling with juft elogiums the zeal

and valour which the knights had (hewn againft the in-

fidels, he commanded them, in virtue of [heir holy o-

bedience, to continue in a body under the grand mailer's

authority, and threatned fuch as fliould prove refractory
with all the ceniures of the church. The bull being
iffued out, the embalTador lent it to the prior of Mef-

fina, to deliver it to the grand mafter, who> purfuant
to his fcheme, was to arrive foon in the port of that

city.
He had indeed let fail from the port of Candia ; but

he had been only a few days at /ea, when contrary
winds obliged him to put in at Fraski, another port in

the fame ifland : from thence he went to that of CerU

go, formerly called Cytherea, and confecrated to Ve-

nus, which is not above five miles from the main land

of the Morea. The wind appearing favourable, the

two carracks and the large (hips (ailed before by his or-

ders, under the conduct of Aufton, commander of the

language of England, kept out to (ea, and arrived hap-

pily in the port of Medina. But the grand mafter, re-

folving not to quit the people of Rhodes, who were
mod of them (ick, fet out a long time afterwards, went
on board a galley, and with a galliot, the brigantines,

feluccas, and fmailer veftels, with all that crowd of

people on board, coaftcd it, as being leis dangerous,

along the (hore, with extreme difficulties, entered the

Adriatick gulf, and arrived at laft at the port of Galli-

poli, a town of the kingdom of Naples, in the gulph
of Otranto.

The great number of fick that were on board the

fleet obliged him to ftop for fome time at this place.
Whilft he was taken up with providing for their relief,

the knights, who were gone before him in the great

{hips of the order, arrived at MeiTina, where they
found



Villiers de l'Isle-Adam Grand Mafier. 239

found a great number of knights of different nations,

who had rendezvouzed there with the fuccours which

they were in hopes of carrying to Rhodes. All thele

knights were under great unealinels upon their receiv-

ing no manner of news of the grand mafter : Some
were afraid, that the gallies and fmall vefllls were loft

in the ftormy weather that had happened, and the bad

feafon, which they putto lea; others were apprehenfive,
that the corlairs of barbary, which roved over thole feas,

might have had advice of the grand mallei's departure,
and the riches which he carried with him,and might have

joined together to attack him ; and that that little fleet,

which was but ill provided, might have fallen into the

hands of thole barbarians. Their apprehenfions were
the better grounded, in that Solyman having obliged
the grand mafter before his departure to releale all the

Haves that were either born his fubjecls or profefled his

religion, there was not a galley that had half the crew

neceflary to row it. 'Twas indeed this want of men, as

much as the feverity of the fealbn, which had occalion-

ed the grand mafter's wandering Co long in thoie leas.

In fine, he came about the beginning of May with his

little fleet into the port of Medina. Inftead of the ufu-

al flag of the order, he hoifted on the top of the mart:

of the veflfel that he was on board of, a ftandard or

fort of banner, on which was reprefented the image of

the blefTed virgin, holding her dead fon in her arms,
with this motto, In the extremity ofmy affliction , he is

My only hope; Afflictis spes mea rebus. Pigna-
telli count of Monteleon, viceroy of Sicily, the arch"

bifhop of Medina, Fabritio Pignatelli brother to the

viceroy, and prior of Barletto, Charles Jefvatre, prior
of St. Stephens, the prior ofMedina, the commanders
and whole body of the knights, the nobility, gentry,

people, and all the city in a manner came out, and were

prefent at the grand matter's landing. The whole mul-

titude had their eyes fixed on the venerable old man,
whole conftancy and refolution made him as illuftrious

under his misfortunes, as his bravery in the defence of

Rhodes had made him glorious.
After
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After the viceroy had made him his compliment,
and offered him in the emperor's name the town of

MefTina to ierve him for a retreat, and for a place of

refrefhment to his fleet, the archb'fhop and ail the

grandees of the kingdom, the gentry and people, by a

folemn filence, very fuitable to his ill fortune, expref-
fed how much they fympathized with him in it. But

who could exprefs the real grief which all the knights
felt for the lols of Rhodes, the remembrance of which
was renewed by his arrival ? Such as were (landing

upon the port, as well as thofe that landed, unable to

(peak a word, c^uld only communicate their common
affliction by tender embraces : Some tears dole from thofe

that had the moft refolution, notwithstanding all their

endeavours not to fhed one. L'ifle-Adam alone, al-

ways fupcrior to his calamity, di .'covered plainly by his

refolution, that he was worthy of a better fortune. He
walked towards the prior's palace, preceeded by all the

knights, bare-headed, who kept a mournful filence,

and diicovered by thefe demonftrations of their refpecr,

that tho' he had loft his territories, he yet had not loft

anything of his authority over a body of nobility and

gentry,who in happier times would be able to conquer
a new ifland of Rhodes.

The grand mafter's firft care after his landing, was
to provide lodgings in his own palace, and the houfes

adjoining, for the knights that were fick and wound-
ed : He waited on them himfelf aflifted by the knights
that were left unhurt. 'Twas indeed a very moving
fight, to fee thefe men, who ufed to appear lb terrible

with their weapons in their hands, now animated only

by a fpirit
of charity, devote themfelves to the meaneft

fervices, carry broth to the fick, make their beds, and

fhew a difregard to every thing but what might con-

tribute to their relief and recovery.
From thefe charitable offices, fo agreeable to the

firft infti -ution of the order, the grand mafter, ftill in-

confolable for the lofs of Rhodes, pafled to a fevere

inquifition and enquiry againft thofe who were employ-
ed to carry luccours thither : He ordered them to be

cited



Villiers de l'Isle-Adam Grand Mafier. 241

cited before a full council, to give an account of their

delay, and protefted publickly, that he would without

refpeet of perfons, punifti according to law, as traitors

and defertcrs, all fuch as fiiould he convicted of remiff-

neis and negligence in the execution of thole orders

which had been prefcribed them.

All thofe that were cited, and particularly pointed
at by thefe menaces, prefented themlelves before that

tribunal with a confidence which truth and innocence

alone can infpire. The priors of Barletto and St. Ste-

phens were the firft that appeared, who reprefentcd,

that befides a prodigious quantity of ammunition and

provifions which they had prepared, purfuant to the

grand matter's orders, they had likewife
voluntarily,

and at their own expence, lifted two thoufand old fbl-

diers,and engaged a confide; able body of volunteers and

young noblemen to go to Rhodes; but that for the two
lad months the winds had held ib perpetually contrary,
and the weather had been fo tempeftuous, that no body-
had been imprudently bold enough to put to fea ; and
that it was well enough known, that the chevalier de

Nieupoit, of the language of England, an old lea cap-

tain, who buoyed himfelf up with the hopes of matter-

ing the waves by his skill, going on board at that time,
was driven back by the violence of the wind againd
the point of a defert promontory, where his

fhip with
all his crew were loft.

Antonio di San Martin o, prior of Catalonia,

reprefented
on his fide to the council, that at the frft

news of the fiege, he had fitted out a gallion at his own
expence, and went on board it at the head of the

knights of Arragon, Navarre, Valentia and Majorica,
to go to the relief of Rhodes ;

that they were attack'd

near the ifland of Corfica by a fquadron of the grand

feignior's gallies, which ply'd him with their cannon

(hot, and coming up cloie with him, threw mowers of

grenado's and firepots without ceafing into his
fliip ;

that they made feveral attempts to board him, and were
as often repulied ; hut that after an engagement of fix

hour , they prepared to burn him with a fire-mip; but
Vol. III. X afrem
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a frefh gale ofwind fpringing up in the night, he made
a fhift ro fave his veffel, which was

terribly torn with
t

:

cannon (hot, and got to the port of San Bonifacio

in the ifle of Sardinia, from whence with great difficul-

ty and danger he had made his way to Meflina.

The chevalier d'Albi,fon to the duke of that name,

fetting fail from Carthagena with the knights of Caftile

and Portugal, had much the fame fate. He was inveft-

ed by a'fquadron of z^lgerine coriairs, who poured in

their broad-fides upon him from every quarter. His

main-malt was fnot by the board, his fails and tackling
torn to pieces, he received feveral fhot between wind
and water, without being brought to ftrjke, and was
refolved to blow up the (hip, rather than let the flag

of the order fall into the hands of the infidels. By good
fortune he with his lafl: broadfide funk the admiral of

the corfaiis : And the Barbarians launching out all

their long-boats to fave their general and the foldiers

that were aboard him, the Spanifli captain, improving
the little interval which that advantage afforded him,
made off, and got to the ifle of Bufa or Ivica, one of

theBaleares, where he mended his fail and tackling, but

could not get from thence to the port of Meffina till the

beginning of December. The knights of Tufcany and

Lombardy reprefented in their turn, that they were to

have embarked in feme fhips which the commander de

Tournebon, prior of Pi (a, and of an illuftrious fami-

ly in Florence, had hired upon his own credit ; but

that knight, who was to fit them out athis ownexpence,

happening to die fuddenly, they were left unprovided of

the neceffarv funds to go on with that armament; that

indeed they had applied to the receivers of Pifa,Venice

and Lombardy, but they were ib long in raifing the

money neceffary to defray the charges ofthis equipment,
that they could not help being the laft who arrived in

the port of MefTina.

In fine, the chevalier d'Auflbnville, or de Villiers,

wlio had been fent embaffador to the kings of France

and England, declared, that upon his arrival at the

court of Francis I. he had reprefented to him in the

warmeft
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wa-meft manner the prefTing need that Rhodes had of

his fuccour ; to which tnat gallant prince replied, that

though he was attacked on all fides by the Tea and land

forces of ihe emperor and the king of England, he yet
would lend orders forthwith to Andrew Doria. then

general of his gallies, to fupply him tiree of th

that were the belt provided, and alfo that he mi mt
take up in his dominions what proviftjns and ammuni-
tion he had occaliun fo 1

*

: That continuing his road

afterwards towards London, to wait upon Henry VIII.

he had met that prince at Calais, who received •

. n

coldly, and that he could not .get from him the le

encouragement that might give him room to hope for

fuccours : That he returned thereupon toMarfeilles; and
Doria purfuantto the king's orders.delivered him three

gallies, viz. the Ferrara, la Trimouille and the Doria,

upon which above ^00 knights of the three languages
of France embarked, carrying with them eight hund-
red men, all gallant ibldiers and warriors : That he

had, with the money of the order, freighted three mer-
chant (hips which he found in the port of MarfeUles ;

and after loading them with ammunition and provift-
onsj (et fail for Meflina, the place of rendezvous ; but

a terrible ftorm, which had been at the fame time lb

fatal to other veffels of the order, had difperfed this

little fket : That in all likelihood the tranfport veffels

had foundered ; that the Ferrara galley was likewile

loit ; that the Doria had ibanded on the coaft of Sar-

dinia; and that none but the Trimouille had arrived"iafe

in the port of Mellina.

All thefe facts being clearly proved by the concur-
rent teftimony and oaths of the knights, as well as of
the crew of thole veffels,

" God be for ever praited,"
cried the grand mafter,

" who in our common mif-
<l fortune has given me the fatisfadlion of knowingu that no one can afcribe the caule of it to the negli-
'.* gence ofany of my brethren of the order." Then
calling about him the priors and grand erodes, who had

.! brought before the council of war, he embraced
them in a very affectionate manner j

" ?Twas necefTary,"
X 2 laid
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faid he to them,
" for the honour of the order, as well

" as for your own, that I fhould make this examina-
c "

tion, which will juftify to all princes living, as well
€: as to the lateft pofterity, that if Rhodes could have
u been faved by the (ingle forces of the order, that
" bulwark of Chriftendom had not now been in the
€< hands of the infidels."

Howe v e r juft thele reafons might be, they yet did

not allay the fecret refentment of the knights, on ac-

count of the informations and criminal proiecution car-

ried on againft them by the grand mailer. Mofl of

thern defigned to retire immediately to their priories
and commandries ; and feveral private knights, after

their example, who had nothing to live upon, refol'ved

to return into their refpecYive count) ies, and try to

mend their circumftances at the courts of their fove-

reigns.

Tke grand mafler getting notice of this kind ofcon-

spiracy, called a general aflembly of all the knights that

were at Medina, in which he caufed the pope's brief to

be read, which had been delivered to him by the prior of

Meflina, and contained a prohibition to a; 1 the knights,
under grievous penalties, to leave the .grand mailer

without his exprels leave firft obtained. He told them

afterwards, that fince the lofs of Rhodes, they alone

might be faid to form the reprefentative body of the or-

der ; and if they did not keep together in this melan-

choly juncture, the order would dwindle inleniibly,
and perhaps be at lad flighted by the lbvereign princes
of Chriftendom. He added, that after having expofed
their lives fb often on various occalions againft the in-

fidels, particularly in the defence of Rhodes, he might

iuftly expect from the obedience they had vowed at

the altar, that they would practice the patience necef-

fay to procure them, before their feparation a fettle-

ment that might repair their lofs; and which might be

declared the head convent of the order, and the resi-

dence of all the knights.
He inlinuated very moving exhortations in this dif-

courfe, which, with his reprefentation cf the pope'a

orders,
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orders, and the influence of his own authority, brou

them to temper, and appealed the difcontented. . >>ll

their thoughts were now taken up in finding out a
|

where the order, agreeable to its inititutiou, mi

continue the fuccours it had given for io many a^-s to

the Christians that (ailed in ihole leas.

The grand matter a defign was to go himfelf im-

mediately to Rome to confer about it with the pope ;

but this great man was not yet at the end of his troubles

and fatigues. A dreadful plague broke out at Mellinaj

when he, in order to avoid the contagion, caufed his

knights, the wounded as well as the found, and all the

Rhodians that had followed him, to re-imbark. This

newimbarkation was made with as much precipitation as

that from Rhodes : They were to avoid an enemy much
more terrible than the Turks ; but in ipight of this,

precaution, the plague got into the veiTels of the or-

der : Several knights
a died of it, and amongft others

Gregory de Morgut, grand prior of Navarre, who had

fignalized himfelf at the liege of Rhodes, and the che-

valiers deSt.MartinGrimault, andAvogadre. The grand

mailer, alike unfortunate by fea and land, and carrying
as it were, his enemy about him in his boibm, letblv-

ed, in order to the recovery of the lick, to go in quell
of a more healthy air ; and with leave from the vice-

roy of Naples, he landed his colony in the gulph of

Baiee. After tcking
b a view of the country, he mark-

ed out a camp near the ruins of theoldtownofCumae j

here they built cabins and barracks by his orders for

lodging the knights and Rhodians: And for fear of be-

ing i'urpriied by the coriairs ofBarbary, who roved ail

along thole coafls,he made bioad ditches and intrench-

ments about his little camp, fortifying them with pal-
liiadoes and artillery, which he took out of his ihips.

This change of air was followed with immediate fuc—

cefs ; molt of the lick recovered; and after a month's

{lay in that mild and temperate climate, the grand ma-
iler being impatient to confer with, the pope about a

X 3 proper

a
Bofio, t. 3.

1. 1, *
Id. p. 16,
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proper place for the fettlement of his order, after giv-

ing him advice of his letting out, reimbarked with his

colony, and arrived a few days afterwards at Civita-

Vecchia. He immediately diipatched the chevalier de

Cheviere forRome to compliment the pope in his name,
and at the fame time to defire an audience of him con-

cerning the difinal revolution which had juft happened
in his order. The holy father diipatched the bifhop
of Cuenca, a Spanifh prelate, of his own family, to

congratulate him upon his fafe arrival in his territories.

But inltead of gratifying his eagernefs, he let him know
by the bifhop, that he could not advife him by any
means to go upon his journey fofoon, efpecially in the

dog-days : That he mould have patience to continue

with his colony at Civita-Vecchia, and that after fome
time he would acquaint him with the day when he

could give him audience : a pretence which the pon-
tiff made ufe of to prevent the grand matter's being wit-

nefs of a declaration of war, which he was going to pu-
bJifh in great form againfl France.

To underfland rightly this point of hiflory we mud
obfcrve, that Adrian, as loon as he was feated in St.

Peter's chair, had, agreeably to the example of his pre-

deceffors, notified it to the grand mafler, and declared

exprefiy in the fame brief, that nothing made that now

dignity agreeable to him but the defire he had of em-

ploying all the credit it gave him with the Chriftian

princes, to unite them in an holy league againfl the in-

fidels : a proteftation which he afterwards renewed

in all his letters. But as if this declaration had been

but a mere apoflolical form of words, he, inflead of

forming a crufade againfl the Turks, had jufl conclud-

ed a league between himfelf, the emperor, the king of

England, and the duke of Milan, by which they were

to attack the dominions of his mofl Chriflian majefty,
whilfl the conftable de Bourbon, under pretence of a

private grievance, was to raife an infdrreclion within

the kingdom. The league being figned, the pope
went to the church of Santa Maria Maggiore the day
of the afTumDtion ; he there faid mafs pontifically, af-

filed
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filled by all the facred college, and afterwards publifli-

cd with great folemnity, a declaration of war againft

France. Mod of the cardinals were of opinion, that

the pope ought not to quit the character of the com-

mon father of the faithful ; and ieveral of them repre-

fented to him, that he ought to referve to himfelf the

adting the part of a mediator between the emperor and

the king of France ; but his paifion for the houle of

Auftria made him deaf to fuch reasonable advice ; and

the pope, though otherways a very good and difinter-

elted man, devoted himfelf blindly to £he ambition of

a prince who was minded to invade France. A paiTage
which plainly mews, that private virtues do not fufli-

ciently qualify a man for government; and that great

places mud be filled up with great qualities and great
talents. But whether God had a mind to puniih the

pontiff in this world for that (pint of party which pre-
vailed in him, or, which is more probable, that the

length of the ceremony had fatigued him too much,
he was not able to go to a great entertainment which
cardinal Pompeio Colonna gave, when church was o-

ver, to all the facred college, and the embafTadors of
the princes that had engaged in the league. An ague
feized him as he came back to his palaee , he was af-

flicted with it above a fortnight, ib that it -was only a-

bout the twenty-fifth of the fame month, during an in-

terval which his diftemper gave him, that he notified to

the grand mafter his being ready to receive him at

Rome, and give him audience.

The grand mailer let out immediately, attended by
all his knights. Anne de Montmorency mar-

fhal of France, his great nephew, was then at 1523.
Rome. The king his matter* had lent him thi-

ther, either becauiehe was not yet acquainted with the

ftep the pope had made, or elfe in order to engage him
to quit the league. This French nobleman came to

meet his uncle with a magnificent train, and went a con-

fiderable diftance from Rome to receive him
-,
and

when the grand mafter drew near that capital of the

Chriftian
*

Bofio, I. 2.
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Chriftian world, he was met by the auditor of th*

pope's chamber, the fteward of his houfhold, and the

firit prelates of his family, who came to compliment
him in his name. They were followed by the light
horfe and Swhs guards of the pontiff", and thefe by the

families and equipages of the cardinals ; the duke of

Seffa, the emperor's emhaflador, met him at the field

of Flora, and accompanied him to the palace. The

grand mailer, as he paHed-over .the bridge of St. An-

gelo, and in the piazza di San Pietro, was laluted (eve-

ral times by all the artillery of the city and caftle. The

nobility, gentry, and people in general, crowded to fee

this great man, who had filled not only Rome, but al-

fo the whole world with his reputation, and the valour

he had fhewn in the defence of Rhodes. With this

numerous and magnificent retinue, he entered the pope's

palace and apartment. The pontiff, tho' much weak-

ened by his illnefs, when he law him enter his cham-

ber, role from his chair, advanced leveral fteps to meet

him ; when the grand matter profli ating himielf to kifs

his feet, he embraced him with great tendernefs. He
made him afterwards fit down in the midft of the car-

dinals who were prefent at the audience : and after

having raid leveral obliging things about the greatnefs

of his couiage, and the valour of his knights, he affur-

ed him, that he would not omit any thing that could be

done to prelerve an order fo ufeful to all Chriftendom.

Kethen tookleave of him, calling him the hero3 of the

Chriftian religion, and the brave defender of the faith j

titles which he jultly deferved, but which put the pope
to much lels expence than the fuccours would have

done, for which they had fo often applied to him, tho*

always to no purpo'e.

The grand mafter never faw him after, the pope

relapfed ; and the fever was fo violent, that perceiving
himfelfnear his end, he lent for the holy viaticum :

And calling all the cardinals into his chamber, he ex-

horted

a Magnus Chrifti athleta, et fidei catholicce acerrinaus pro-

pugnatcr. Eoilo, 1, z.p. 20.
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horted them in the mod moving terms, and with great

humility, to chu/e one for his fucceflbr, who would re-

drefs the faults he might have committed in the

government ofthe church. He died on the 14th 1523.
of September, being fixty-fbur years of age.
As (bon as his funeral was over, the cardinals, who
were thirty -fix in number, mm themlelves up 111 the

conclave, and were (bon after cncreafed to thirty-nine.
The grand matter and his knights were entrufted with

the guard of the conclave. Among the Cev* ral afjpir-

ers to the papacy, Pompeio Colonna. and Julio de Me-
dicis ieemed to have the faired pretenfions. The illuf-

trious birth and riches of Colonna, his fplendid and ex-

penfive way of living, his great liberalities, and his

genius, lb proper for the managing an intrigue, had

procured him a great number of partifans among the

cardinals ; and he had been fubtle enough to perfuade

them, that they would all make their private fortunes

by contributing to his promotion. Moreover, his ftricl

attachment to the emperor, an attachment that was

hereditary in his family, iecured him the cardinals of

that prince's faction. It is laid, that when he entered

the conclave, he wanted only two votes to^ratify his

election j and he flattered himfelf, that he mouid gain
them by his intrigues among the contrary party. Me-
dicis however balanced thele advantages by the re-_

membrance of the laie pope Leo X. his coufin-ger-

man, whole memory was ftill recent, and very dear to

moft of the cardinals, and thoie efpecially of his crea-

tion.

Julio de Medicis had always palfed for the na-

tural lbn ofJulian de Medicis, till the pontificate ofLeo
X. That pope, who had nothing ib much at heart as

the grandeur of his family, declared him to be legiti-

mate, upon the depofition of his mother's brother, and

the information of ibme monks, who certified, that there

was a promife of marriage between lvs father and mo-

ther; a tefKmony that looks a little fufpicious in fo de-

licate an affair. He entered at firft into the order of

the knights of Rhodes, and by the pope's credit he foon

obtained
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obtained rich commandries, and roie to the nVft dig-
nities of it : But finding that nature had formed him

better for court intrigues than for war, he took holv

orders, and Leo X. created him cardinal in 15 13. He
afterwards made him legate of Bologna, and collated

him to the archbimo pricks of Florence* Ambrun, and

Narbonne, and the bifhoprick of Marfeiiles. That

pontiff, who was defirous of making him the fupport
of his family, loaded him with riches and preferments;
but noivvithilanding the ilipreme power he had in the

church, his amnition was [till umarUiied. During his

pontificate, Medicis, in quality of cardinal nephew,
had a great fhare in the government ; and whillt Leo

feemed entirely taken up with his pleafures, he feemed

to fupport the whole weight of affairs on his own
moulders. 'Tis however certain, that the pope had

much greater views than his nephew, a better know-

ledge of his true interefts, and amuch greater conftancy
and refolution. 'Twas he alone who formed in lecret

the fchemes of all his enterprifes ; but in order to give

the greater credit to the cardinal nephew, and proba-

bly out of lazinefs, he left the execution of them to

him.

The cardinal difpofed of the pofts and dignities of

the court ; no promotion was made, but by his advice,

and at his recommendation : He was a fort of a fecond

pope ; and after Adrian's death, he entered the con-

clave, followed by iixteen cardinals, all of them his

uncle's creatures, who, before they went to a fcru-

tiny, always received his orders how they lhould give
their votes. Their defign was to raife him to the pon-
tificate : but the faction ofColonna threw an invin-

cible obltacle in the way. The two competitors, in

order to know what they had to rely upon, and to

make trial of their ftrength, propoled each of them

feveral cardinals of their party. Colonna put up Jaco-

baccio, a cardinal of mallow parts, but one who was

clolely attached to him. The party of Medicis imme-

diately threw him out, and Colonna played the iame

game with regard to thole that were named by Medi-
cis.
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cis. This difpute lafted feveral days before either of
them would yield to the other. The two parties, ani-

mated by their principals, pretended equally to have
the glory of creating them popes, or at leaft to have
the fovereign pontiff taken only out of their faclion.

Notwithstanding the leeming calm, fecret negotiations
were carried on with vigour : Colonna and Medicis,
either by themielves or by their emiffaries, were con-

tinually bufy in getting over fome votes, and making
conquefts in the oppoiite party ; but the cardinals of
each faction were fo faithful to their principals, that

there were no defertevs on either fide.

Cardinal deMedicis, as if he was out of hopes
of being pope himfclf, and in order to over-reach Co-

lonna, brought cardinal Urfini upon the itage, a per-
fon fitly qualified for the papacy, by reafbn of his great

age, his learning, and efpecially his capacity in affairs

of government ; but he was of a family that bore an

hereditary hatred to that ofColonna, as him.elf was a

declared enemy to cardinal Colonna. All the cardinals

of the faction of Medicis by his direction gave him one

day their votes ; upon this, Colonna was as one who
had been thunder-ftruck ; he was fenfible, that Urfini,
befides the creatures of Medicis, had even fome parti-

cular friends in his own faction, who might perhaps

quit his party to raife Urfini 3 to the popedom. He was

frighted, and dreaded feeing the papal diadem on the

head of a man of his capacity, who would probably

employ all the authority of it to ruin his family. In

the fear therefore of falling under his fubjection, and
in order to fecure his being let afide, he, after having
tried feveral expedients to no purpofe, was at laft forc-

ed to declare in favour of the election of his rival ; he
offered to give him his own vote, and all the reft that

were at his difpofal. The two heads of the parties
b had

a conference together, and entered intofeveval negotia-

tions, in which Colonna did not neglect his own inte-

reft. Medicis gave him a promife in writing of the

'poft
a Hift. des Conclaves, t. I. p. 168.
1 Guicciardin 1. 15.
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poft of vice-chancellor of the church, and a grant of
his own palace, which was one of the nobleft buildings
in Rome. Colonna. after taking all-the lecuritv that

that could be given him, at the next fcrutiny gave him
his own vote, and procured him all the fufTrages of
his faction. By the union ofthele two parries, an end

was put to all difputes; and after the con-

1^23. clave had held two monrhs and four days,
"Nov. 19. cardinal de Medicis was unanimoufly elect-

ed, and took the name of Clement VII.

Such cardinals as were the creatures of Leo X. and

the people efpecially, who remembered with pleafure
the grandeur and magnificence with which that pope
had lived, made great rejoicings at the firft news of

his nephew's election They (aid, that Rome m uft

needs be happy under the pontificate of a prince, who
had himfelf been witne(s to his uncle's great qualities,
and alfo formed by him for government. But no body
was more pleafed with his promotion than the grand
mafter and his knights : he was the firft religious of the

order that had been railed to the papacy, and in the

unhappy condition the order wa^ in, wandering about

without a convent or fixed habitation, or without any

port for their fleet to put in at, they looked upon the

eleclion of one of their knights as a particular act of

providence, which, by fo diftinguifhrng a favour, was

pleafed to foften theanguim of their calamities. The
lofs of Rhodes began to (it lighter on the grand mafter,

who imagined, that under the pontificate of a knight
of his order, and by the affiftance of his protection, he

fhould foon find a proper place of retreat, and even a

new territory, where, agreeable to their inftitution,

and for the common advantage oftheChriftian princes,
the order might continue to fend out their fleets as u-

fual. againft the infidels.

Nor was he deceive \ of his juft expectation ; for

there never had been, fince the foundation of the order,

a pope that exprefTed fo high an efteem, or fhewed ib

tender an affection to the knights of St. John. The
grand mafter, after a cardinal had proclaimed the elec-

tion
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tion of Clement VII. opened the conclave, and was the

firit that made his compliments to that pontiff, who
made him publick acknowledgments for the good or-

der and exactnefs he had kept with regard to the con-

clave ; and the clergy of St. Peter de Lateran coming
in to carry the new pope to the church, whither he

went, attended by all the cardinals, Sir Julian Kidolfi

prior of Capua, and embafTador of the order, went im-

mediately before him, compleatly armed, and finely

mounted, carrying the great ftandard of the order ; a

function- which this very pontiff had formerly exer-

cifed in quality of knight of St. John, at the election

of Leo X. his coufin.

No fooner was the pope rid of that numberlefs mul-

titude of ceremonies, which are infeparable from an

acceffion to the papacy, but lie, at the grand matter's

requeft, gave him audience in a full confiftory. That

prince had defired'it, in order to lay before him an ac-

count of the fiege of Rhodes, and let furth in the firft

city of the Chriftian world all that had palTed in the de-

fence of that place. The vice-chancellor of the or-

der, who was the fpeaker on this occafion, related to

them how fix hundred knights that were fhut up in

Rhoaes, had defended it for fix months compleatly a-

gainft two hundred thoufand Turks that attacked it.'

He went on representing the thunder and continual fire

of the artillery, the ruin of the fortifications, the lodge-
ment of the enemy under the walls, the frequent aP

faults, the continual engagements which the knights
had day and night with the infidels ; notwithftanding
all which, they did not abandon the place till after

they had loft almoft all their brother companions, their

foldiers, the braved: of the inhabitants, and till fuch

time as the enemy had carried on their works to the

very heart of the place, and that they had no ground
left to intrench thcmielves and

fight upon.
This relation excited at once the admiration and

compafiion of all the facred college j feve-

ral cardinals, at the relation of the death 1524.
of Co many knights as had facrificed their,

lives in the defence of Rhodes, could not refrain

Vol. III. Y from
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from (ears; and the pope, in concert with all the

oor.fiftory, in order to preferve an order and body of
illuftrions warriors, who were all of fuch eminent
lervice to Chriftendom, and provide for them till fuch
time as they mould meet with an ifland or port for

continuing their military functions, afligned them Vi-
terbo for their refidence.; a town feated about forty
milts from Rome, in the patrimony of St. Peter ; and

permitted their (hips and gallies to ftay in the port of
Civita-Vecchia.

a

To this favour, the holy father added another, which
indeed was very honourable both for the order and its

head ; and by a particular act, Jan. 15th, 1524, or-

dered, that when he mould go to chappel, the grand
rhafter mould have the fiift place on the right hand of
the throne, and that in all cavalcades he mould march

alone, immediately before his holinefs :
b
. The pope

would have this regulation inferted in the regifters of
the matter of the ceremonies. The grand matter, /en-

fibly affected with thefe teftlmonies of his good will,

went, before he fet out for Viterbo, to the palace to,

return him thanks for them, and had afterwards fe-

veral audiences of him, wherein he acquainted him
with the various propofals made him in relation to a

fixed fettlement for his order, which might compen-
fate for the lofs of the ifle of Rhodes. He told him,
that during the vacancy of the holy fee, various places
on the continent had been mentioned to him, which he

might have treated about ; but that he had rejected
the propofal, becaufe the fituation did not fuit their

inftitution, whole profeflion was to {erve as convoys to

thole pilgrims who fhould embark out of devotion to

viGt the holy places, and for a guard at the fame time

to all fuch Chriftians as mould go by fea : That Andrea

Vendramino, an old religious of the order, and Arch-

bifnop of Corfu, had advifed him to cafl: his eyes upon
the port of Sudain Candia, or upon the ifle of Cerigo,
which belonged to the republic of Venice : but that

his holinefs could not but be fenfible how that com-
mon-

*
Bofio, 1. Zt

b Id. ib. p« 34.
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monwealth, like fome women who are nfed to bear

with every thing flowing from the violence and extra-

vagance of their lovers, fluently diflembled the in-,

fults of the Turk, and through a fear of incurring his

refentmcnt, did not dare receive into their dominions

a military order, which the grand feignior looked up-

on as his eternal enemy : That he had been likeways

fpoke to about the ifle of Elba, on the coaft of Tuf-

cany ; but the king of Spain and the prince of Piom-

bino being matters of the principal places of the ifland,

it did not fuit either the dignity of the order, or the

common good of Chriftendom, to have the grand maf-

ter and fupreme council of the order dependant on a-

ny particular prince. He added, that fome Spaniih

knights, who were 0/ the greateft quality of that nati-

on, probably in concert with the mmifters that the

emperor had in Italy, had propofed to him the illands

of 'Malta and Goza, with the town of Tripoli on the

coaft of Africa, which belonged to that prince, in qua-

lity of king of Sicily. That this lad propofal, on

account of the various ports that were in the ifle of

Malta, was not difagreeable to him ; but then the em-

peror had fuch fubtle and fecret views, that he was a-

fraid left this project, which feemed to be only owing
to a pious motive, might at !aft produce fome lort of

fubjeclion ; and though they were to fuppofe, that the

emperor would- make them an abfolute conveyance, and

grant them the ifies of Malta and Goza in fee firnple,

yet they could not, without great reluctance, take in-

to their hands the adminiftration of lb weak a place

as Tripoli j
which was furrounded on all fides with

barbarians and infidels, to that the putting knights
there in garrifbn, would be no other than fending them

to the daughter.
However, notwithstanding thefe confideratiens,

which were not altogether without fome foundation,

the pope, after having maturely weighed thefe different

propolals, relblved upon the laft. But as he knew

very well, that the emperor was no flave to his word,

he, without explaining hirrifelf further to the grand
Y 2 m after,
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mailer, advifed him to take his meafures in fiich a man-
ner as not to be caught by any fecret defigns of his mi-

niflers, who might perhaps have no other view but to

increafe his mailer's fubjecls in the perfons of the

knights. L'Ifle-Adam, upon his arrival at Viterbo,
fent an embafly to that prince. The embafTadors were
the prior of Caflile, the chevalier de Martinengo, that

excellent engineer, who had acquired lb much glory at

the liege of Rhodes, and the commander Bolio, chap-
lain of the order, one who had diftinguilhed himfelf

by his skill in negotiations. Thefe embalTadovs, up-
on their arrival at Madrid, where the emperor then

was, applied to him in the name of the whole order,
and deflred him to be pleafed to grant them the ifles of

Malta and Goza by an ablblute feofment, free from all

manner of fubjection and dependence ; and they made
this propofal without mentioning Tripoli, puriuant to

their inftrucYions. The embafTadors did not fail to re-

prefent to him, that he, by a grant lb fuitable to the ge-

nerality of a great prince, would be the reftorer, and
as it were the lecond founder of an order, which had
for many ages been dedicated to the defence of the

Chriilians ; and that the knights by their lettlement in

thole iflands, would put a (top to the ravages of the

corlairs of Barbary, and fecure the ifles of Sicily and

Sardinia, the kingdom of Naples, and all the coads of

Italy, from their incurlions.

This was juft what the emperor had in view ; and
his communicating this project to the grand mailer

did not perhaps flow lb much from a motive of gene-

rality^ as from lelf-intereft. Belides, the confiderable

expences he was forced to be at in maintaining garri-
ibns in thofe iflands, and in Tripoli, which he, by that

means, would be eafed of, he was of opinion, that the

knights, who were the terror of the infidels, would

keep them in awe by their valour j and that the fqua-
drons of the order would ferve for an invincible ram-

part againfl the enterprizes of the grand leignior, who,
after the conqueft of the ifle of Rhodes, might perhaps
be tempted to attack Sicily.

These
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These feveral motives were move than fufficient to

determine him to conclude the treaty : But this prince,

who was the greatefl politician of his age, and who

frequently reaped greater advantages by his negotiati-

ons than he did even by his arms, told the dmbauadors,
that he was no way averfe to the propofiticns which

they were come to make him ; but that he yet could

not refolve to alienate Malta and Goza, unleis Tripo-
li was alio comprehended in the fame treaty. That he

infilled iikeways, that the body of the order mould take

an oath of fidelity to him in quality of its ibvereign;

that a new creation mould be made of a lecond bailiff

of the language of Caftile ; that in the admiral's ab-

fence, none but a knight of the language of Italy mould

command the gallies
: and as he very much doubted

whether the order would ever fubmit to take an oath

of fealty to him, he added, that he had no intention of

engaging himfelf to fupply Malta with corn for the fu-

ture. By this refervation he fecured to him-

ielf an abiblute dominion over the knights, 1524.
who could never fubfifl without fuch a

limply.
The prior of Cart le and Martmengo flayed at the

emperor's court, and Bofio, by agreement with them,*
returned to Italv, and came to Viterbo to the grand

mailer, to whom he gave an account of the emperor's
intentions. Had they come from any other Ibvereign,

they would not have been Co much as heard ; but moft

of the commandries of the order lying within the vafl

extent of that prince's dominions, they refblved to

wait, and fee if time would afford them any relief, and

if the pope's good offices could produce any moderati-

on of fuch hard conditions ; and in the mean while,
to keep the negotiation (till on foot, they prevailed with

the emperor, before they gave him a decifive aniwer, to

allow the order to fend eight commifTaries to Malta,
Goza and Tripoli, viz. one of each language, to vifit

thole places, and afterwards make their report ofthem

to the council.

Y 3 The
a

Eofio, 1. 2. p. 26,
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The grand mafter was the lefs eager to conclude the

treaty, becaufe he had a new project at that time on

foot, which was much more glorious and advantage-
ous for the order ; and this was to recover Rhodes,
and drive out the Turks. The propofer of this enter-

prize was Achmet BalTa, the very fame that had con-
tributed mod to the taking of the place. The reader

may have obferved in the foregoing book, that Solv-

man being difpleafed with Muftapha, who command-
ed under him at the fiege of Rhodes, had turned him
out of his pod, and given it to Achmet : but at the re-

cjueft of his filler, whom Muftapha had married, that

prince had fent him into Egypt to command there in

quality of Begler-bey. He had no better fuccefs in

that government than he had at the iiege of Rhodes :

whether it was owing to his unskilfulnefs in the arts

of government, or to his avarice, or that he tyrannized
over that people, who had been lately brought into

fubjeclion to the Turkifh empire, a general iniurrecti-

on arofe in the provinces, and a prodigious army of

Arabians and Egyptians came to befiege him in Grand
Cairo itfehy whole inhabitants, from the fame motive,
held fecret coi refpondence with the rebels.

Mustapha's wife,alarmed at the dangers to which
both herielf and her husband were expofed, had re-

courfe to the grand feignior her brother. That prince,
wbofe intereft engaged him to ftiile this rebellion im-

mediately, fent Achmet into Egypt at the head of a

mighty army, to bring off his brother-in-law,' and

take the government of thole great provinces in his

ftead.

The new general, in a little time, beat the rebels

on feveral occafions.* But after he had eftablifhed the

reputation of his valour, and the terror of his arms, he

fet himfelf to gain the malecontents by a conduct that

was entirely the reverie of that of Muftapha. The taxes

were, by his order, confiderably diminished ; and as he

lecretlya'pired to make himlelf independent, and ab-

fblute mafter of the kingdom, he removed the Turkifh

officers,
* Hift. de Chalcondile, Tom. 1. 3. 14. p. 4S9.
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officers who were odious to the Egyptians, filling their

pofts at the fame time with noblemen of that nation ;

and in order to engage a body of troops in his intereft,

that mould be independent on any one but himielf, he

got together all the Mamelukes that were left in Egypt,
and who, ever fiuce the Turks i'ubdued the country, had

been dijpcrfcd up and down in the remoteft provinces.

He made them hisguards, increafed their ufualpay ; and

then, being impoied on by their expreflions of affec-

tion and attachment to him, which was not ib much
the relult of his merit as his fortune, and fancying him-

felf maiier of their hearts, becaufe he was ib of the

country by his dignity, he was daring enough to a£

fume openly the name and ornaments of a fbvereign.
As he did not queftion but Sclyman, who was infinite-

ly jealous of his authority, would (end an army againft

him, he endeavoured to get himielf a fupport, and an

alliance with the princes of Chriftendom. Accordingly
he lent one of his pariizans to the pope and the grand

mafter, to propole to them a joint league againft Soly-
man. This agent waited on them both, and presented
his mafter 's letters, wherein he ailured them, that if

the knights came before Rhodes with a body of troops,

they might depend, by the help of. the intelligence
which he had within the place, upon making them-

Jfelves mafters of it ; or at lead that one of his creatures,

who commanded in the two towers of the port, mould
receive thern there, upon the firft fight of any order

from him.

The grand mafter heard thefe propofals with more

joy than he was willing to dilcover. He aniwered the

envoy, that he could not engage in this enterprise

without firft communicating it to moft of the princes
of Chriftendom, but that the Begler-bey his mafter

fhould foon hear from him ; and then making him a

coniiderable prelent, he difmified him, and found a way
to (end him back fafe into Egypt. While the grand
mafter's thoughts were entirely taken up with this im-

portant projccl, the commander de la Roche Aimon
W2s juft landed, bringing at the iame time fome Rho-

dians
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dians along with him, who determined him entirely to

attempt that enterprise.

In order to form a juft idea of this point of hiftory,
we are to obierve, that the grand mafter, notwithftand-

ing all the misfortunes that had happened to his order,

frequently lent veiTels out a cruifing, to keep the arms

of the knights continually employed againft the cor-

fairs. One of thele veiTels commanded by la Roche-

Aimon, was met by fome Khodian merchants, who
were failing in the mediterranean. They knew the flag
of the order, and longing to pay their relpe&s once

again to one of their old mailers, they came up with

him, and went aboard the knight's veilel, who receiv-

ed them with reciprocal joy, and entertained them in

a fplendid manner. In the midft of the entertainment,
the Rhodians being in a place of freedom and fecurity,

made grievous complaints againft the tyranny of the

Turks, and regreted the lofs of the equirable govern-
ment of the .knights ; thefe expreiTions of their regret

foon grew up to earned: wifhes for the reftoration of

the order, and its recovering pofleflion of their iftand.

As thefe merchants were fome of the principal inhabi-

tants of Rhodes> he began to confult with them about

the various methods that might be made ufe of in or-

der to drive out the Turks, and found ib much facility

in it, that he engaged them to come with him into

Italy ; and landing at Civita-Vecchia, he brought them

to Viterbo, and prelented them privately to the grand

mafter, who received them with the utmoft candor and

civility.

These merchants, whom la Roche-Aimon had

taken care to di ignite, had a iecret conference with

the ^rand mafter, andreprefented to him, that the walls

and fortifications of Rhodes were not yet repaired ;

that there was but a weak garrifon in the place j and

that the Aga before-mentioned, who commanded in

the two towers of the port, had been a Chriftian, but

had turned renegado purely out of weaknefs, and for

fear of torments, who ftill retained a Iecret inclination

for the religion of his anceftors ; that he was
;

as far

as
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as his abilities would allow him, without prejudicing

himielf, a protector to all the Chriftians of the illand,

and that the people, as Toon as they fhould fee the

ftandards of the order, would, provided they brought
them arms, turn them with pleafure againft their ty-

rants, and thofe who were enemies to their religion.

The grand mafter, like an able politician,
was de-

lighted to think, that for the better fucceeding in His

defigns, he fhould have more than one intelligence

within the place. He exhorted the merchants to per-

fevere in their good intentions for the order; and after

bellowing the greateft civilties upon them, and load-

ing them with preients, he caufed them to be conduct-

ed back with the fame lecrecy that they came, to the

place where there (hip waited for them.

That prince, in concert with the pope, fent after-

wards the commander Bofio, who was very skilful in

negotiations, over to Rhodes. He got into the city

diiguiied like a merchant, and was an eye-witnefs to

the condition of the place, the ftrength of the garriibn,

and the difpofition, as well as the number of Greek in-

habitants that were left. He made a (till greater pro-

gress in his negotiation, and talked with the aga, by
the afllftance of the Greek metropolitan, who was that

officer's friend. Before he came to this interview, he

had taken the precaution to fill one of the blank figna-

tures, which the grand mafter had confided to him, with

a letter for the Aga, in which he offered him great re-

wards, provided he would make good what Achmet

hadpromifed in his name; and at the fame time fhewed

him the letter which the Begler-bey had written con-

cerning him, and the two towers of Rhodes. The Aga,
after having flood ibme time without returning Bofio

any anfwer, made a refolution at once, and told him,
that he had been long wifhing for an opportunity ofre-

turning into the bofom of the church, and gave his

word to the grand mafter's agent, that he would receive

the knights into the towers where he commanded, pro-
vided that befides the troops necefTary to defend them,
and form the fiege of the city, they would immediate-

*y
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ly fend a quantity of victuals, provifions and ammuni-

tion, with arms for the inhabitants of the ifland. E-

very thing feerned to bid fair for the good fuccefs of
this enterprife, when news came that the grand feigni-
or had defeated Achmet'sdefigns^and got him difpatch-
ed. That prince, upon advice of his rebellion, had
fent a mighty army againft him, under the conducT: of
his favourite Ibrahim, a native of Albania, and who
was both a skilful general and an artful courtier.

Achmet had flattered hhn'elr', that the enterprizeof
Rhodes would caufe a powerful divevfion in his favour;
but the unhappy revolution that happened in the affair

of the knights, prevented their making any attempts, Co

that Ibrahim's entering Egypt caufed a general con-

firmation among the parrilans of Achmet. Neverthe-
lefs he, like a man of courage, began to make prepa-
rations to carry on the war. He fent orders into all

parts for the troops to march out of the moftdiftant pro-
vinces to join hi in : But little deference was paid to his

orders : An ufurpers authority is never fixed with any
fclidity in the beginning of a change of government :

Several of hisr principal commanders, under different

pretences, kept off declaring openly againft their law-
ful fbvereign. Ibrahim hearing that things were in

this dilpofition, promifed them a full and general par-

don, and even rewards, provided they would dilpatch.
the rebel. Thele traitors ftifled him in the bath, open-
ed the gates ofGrand Cairo to Ibrahim, and made their

fubmiflion to him. That general fent Achmet's head

immediately to the grand feignior, who, by this quick

difpatch, was eafed of the trouble of maintaining a

war in a diftant country, and in a nation too that had

ever been at enmity with the Turks, and in which his

power was not as yet well fettled upon any folid foun-

dation.

This rebel's death frighted the Aga of Rhodes;
the fear of being difcovered, and of meeting with the

like fate, made him prefs the execution of the enter-

prise, in which he had engaged himfelf ; and the very
fame motive made the grand mafter, who had no hopes

left
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left of any fuccour or diversion from Egypt, refolve,

before he engaged further in it, to fee how the Chrifti-

an princes flood affected, and what forces he could ob-

tain from them.

Whilst thefe revolutions happened in Egypt, the

commiflaries which the grand matter and council had
lent to vilit Malta, Goza and Tripoli, being returned

back, made their report of the condition in which they
found thoie. iflands, and the town of Tripoli. They
laid, that the ifle of Malta was only one continued rock
of landy done, and might be about fix or leven leagues

long, three or four broad at mod, and about twenty in

circumference ; that upon the furface of this rock,
there was not at moft above three or four foot ofearth,
and that too all ftony, a foil altogether unfit to pro-
duce wheat and other corn ;

but that it abounded in

figs, melons, and other fruits, which were very plenty
there, and that the principal commerce of the ifland

confided in honey, cotton and cummin, which the in-

habitants bartered for corn : That if they excepted a few

fprings, which they met with in the farther part of the

ifland, there was no fuch thing as fpring water, nor in-

deed any well, fo that the inhabitants were forced to

fupply that defect by citterns : That there was the like

fcarcity ofwood; that they fold it by the pound ; and
that the inhabitants were forced to make ufe of cow-

dung dried in the fun, or elie of wild thirties, to drefs

their meat : That the capital city of the ifland, called

the * notable city, was feated upon a hill in the midfl

of the ifland, and was of difficult accels, by realbn of
the rocks which covered all the plain about it ; that

the place was only walled about without any other for-

tifications, except fome towers which were erected o-

ver the gates of the city : That upon the fouth-fide of
the ifland, there were neither ports, nor bays, nor roads,
and that all the ftiore in that part was lined with vaft

rocks, againft which fhips, when caught in a ftorm,
were often drove by the violence of the wind, and
dafli'd to pieces j but that they difcovered feveral points

or
* Or confiderable city-
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or capes on the oppofite fide, and places that formed a

fort of bays and roads very proper to anchor in. They
continued to relate that they had put in at the great port,
which was defended by a fort called the cattle of St.

Angelo ; and that below it there was a little town,

commonly called la Cita del Borgo : That this port
was divided from another called the Porto di Muletto,

only by a narrow flip or point ofrock : That btfides the

capital, the caftle, and the town, there were about for-

ty hamlets or villages, confiding of Jeveral dwellings ;

(battered up and down the country, and about 12000

inhabitants, including the men, women and children,

who were mod of them poor and miierable, by reafon

of the barrennefs of the foil.

The comrmfTaries prefented likeways to the grand
mafter and council a plan of the ifiand, in which they
had taken care to defcribe with great exaclnefs feveral

little bays and roads, which ferved as a flielier to fifh-

ermen, andwhere the corfairs fometimes put into. They
added, that the convenience of fo many ports, fo con-

venient for the armadoes of the order, made them be of

opinion,
that the emperor's propofals ought not to be

rejected, provided he did not by his grant pretend to

oblige them to turn their arms againft his particular e-

nemies.

As for the ifle of Goza, called by the inhabitants

Gaudifch, they iaid it was leparated from that of Malta

only by a narrow channel, which went by the name of

Freo, of a league and a half, or two leagues in breadth,

in the middle of which lay the little ifles or rocks cal-

led Comin and Corrinot : That Goza was about eight

leagues in circumference, three long, and one and a half

broad ; that they could not find any port in it ; that

it was all furrounded with craggy rocks and (helves, fo

that there was no landing but with great difficulty :

That however, the foil Teemed to be very fruitful; that

there were about five thoufand peribns in it, including

men, women and children, who were difper/ed up and

down in different villages ; who, for their fecurity a-

gaiuft
the corfairs, had built a caftle lituated on a hill 5

but
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but that in their opinion it was ill fortified, and of very
little confequence : that notwithstanding its being lb

weak, they did not think the council would act pru-

dently were they to accept the offer which was made
them of the ifle of Malta, Separately from that of Goza,
which lay too near it, and which might fbme time or

other ferve for a retreat to their enemies.

The commiffaries did not form the lame judgment
with refpecl to the town and cattle of Tripoli. They
reprefented to the council, that the place, which was
feated on the coaft of Barbary, near eighty leagues
from Malta, had no fortifications about it, and that it

was almottimpoffible to raile any there in a fandy foil,

and bottom full of water ; that the ditches were nei-

ther broad nor deep enough ; the port and cattle be-

ing commanded by a hill adjoining: and in a word,
that the place was furrounded by the territories of the

king of Tunis, who would not fuffer the Chriftians to

continue there long ; and that the great diftance of it

from Malta would not allow them, in cafe it was at-

tacked, to throw infeafonable fuccours j that corn was
ftill fcarcer at Tripoli than at Malta, by reafon of the
barrennefs of its (oil, which bore nothing but dates.

From all which they concluded, that if they undertook
the defence of the place, they fhould be expofed to

lofe all the knights they might afterwards put in garri-
fbn there.

The grand matter acquainted the pope with this re-

lation, and deflred him to uie his good offices with the

emperor, to engage him to excuie the order from the
defence of Tripoli, and remit the other heavy conditi-
ons he was for annexing to the feofment of

'

Malta: but, at that juncture, it would have 15-24.
been impoilible for him to have pitched on Augutt.
a mediator with CharlesV. a who was lefs a-

greeable to that monarch, or more fuipecled by him
than Clement VII. There was actually at that time a

league on foot between that pontiff; the king of En
Vol. III. Z Jand,

Eofic, 1. 2, p. 32,

a-.
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land, and the Venetians, in order to maintain the li-

berty of Italy, which was threatened with
15^25. an entire fubveifion, fince the lofs of the

Feb. 24. battle of Pavia, in which Francis I. king
of France had been taken prisoner by the

emperor's generals.
Th at prince,whofe penonal qualities merited abetter

fortune, had invaded thedutchy ofMilan, which he pre-
tended belonged to him and queen Claude his wife, in

right of ValentiaVifconti,wife to Lewis duke ofOrleans,
brother to Charles VI. The Sforzas had feized on it in

prejudice of the princes of thehoufe ofOrleans. Francis

Sforza was actually in poffciTion ofit. The emperor, un-
der pretence of fupporting him as his vafTaJ, had fent a

ilrong army into the Milanefe, and, after the battle of

Pavia, his generals "behaved more like conquerors than

protectors and commanders of auxiliary troops. They
put garrifons, in the emperor's name, into the principal
towns of the dutchy, under pretence that the new duke
had not yet received the inveftiture of it. The pope
and Italian "princes, who, in the beginning of the war,
.were equally afraid of the neighbourhood of two £uch

powerful princes, could have wiflied, that the French
had not disturbed Sforza in the pofleffion of the Mi-

ianefe.

Tkk king^s being taken prifoner, brought not only
the Italian princes, but alio the king of England over

±0 the party of France. Sforza himtelf, who had now
no reafon of being under any further apprehenfions
from a prince, who was both a prifoner and opprelTed

by the imperialifts,
who continued to plunder him of

his dominions, negotiated a league againft a potentate
who was for /wallowing up all Europe, and arphed to

an univerfal monarchy.
Suck was the iituation of affairs, and the occaflon

or pretence of. a war, which in
reality had no other

f'ource than the ambition of Charles V. After the death

of the emperor Maximilian, that prince and Francis I.

were rivals in the election for the empire. This rival-

Hiip of rights and pretenfions, which monarchs are

J :<:e ever at a lofs for, when they dp not want for-

ces.
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ces, and their perfbrial qualities,
which were excel-

lent indeed, but dire&ly oppofite in both ;
all tbe'c

circumftances, I fay, infpired thofe two great princes

with an emulation of glory, which, after the election

of Charles V. was fucceeded by an animofity, that was

not to be appealed by the blood of fo many thousands

oftheir fubjects. All mankind beheld with admiration

in the perfon of Francis I. a courage that was proof a-

gainft the greateft dangers of war, a noble frankncls

worthy of abetter age, an inviolable faith in his treaties,

and goodnefs and clemency towards his fubjects
: but

it would have been happy had this prince been lefs de-

voted to his pleafures, had been more iecret in his af-

fairs, had ufed a clofer attention and puriuitin the ex-

ecution of his dcligns, and had never employed his fa-

vourites as his minifters and generals. Ch.tries V. on

the contrary, had all the qualities of a great politician,

but few of thole virtues which have their leat in the

heart, and that mine with laftre in a private man. He
was puffed up with an insatiable ambition, intereft was
the fble motive of all his actions, was impenetrable in

his defigns, always attentive to the different diipotitions
of all the princes of Europe, had a fuperior capacity
to all his minifters, was happy in the choice of his ge-

nerals, had no relifh for the pomp and luxury ofen-

tertainments, and if he was not fo chafte as the pre-

cepts of Chriftianity might require, he yet, at leaft,

in order to avoid fcandal, was as careful to conceal his

gallantries from the penetrating eye of the courtier, as

other princes of his time were to publifli theirs. In a

word he was in reality without faith, probity, honour,
or even gratitude ; and he yet ufed his utmoft endea-

vours, by his behaviour, to perfuade the world that he

porf-lTed all thofe virtues.

It was fcarce poffiblc for two piinces, endowed
with fuch great qualities, both ofthem ambitious, brave,

powerful, and neighbours to one another, to remain

long in peace, or leave the reft of Europe Co. From
tie" pictures of thele two monarchs, of which we have

only given the reader a sketch, he will eafily judge,
Z 2 that
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that fortune mud be obliged to declare for the abler of
the two: and indeed Francis I. became the prey of his

enemy, fo that the bufinefs at that time was to negoti-
ate a peace, and the recovery of his liberty. Charles

V. rated them both at fo high a price, that the king,

greatly difgufted at the hardnefkof the conditions, pro-
tefted openly, that he would fooner refign the crown
to the dauphin his fon, than tear off one of its fined

flowers.

But the regent his mother, not minding a defign
which the unealmefs of his impvifonment had occafion-

ed,refo!ved to fend the dutchefs of Alenccn her daugh-
and the king's fifter, into Spain ; fne was a princefs

adorned with all the graces of nature, brought up in

the intrigues of a court, and of as complying a temper
as if (he had not been born with that pride and empire,
which are almoft infeparable from a multitude of charms,

efpecially when fupported* by fo illuftiious a birth.

The regent was in hopes, that (lie would prevail with

the emperor to fet the king her brother at liberty, up-
on lefs hateful conditions. To affifi: her in this impor-
tant negotiation, fhe named the archbifhop of Ambrun,
known afterwards by the title of the cardinal de Tour-

non, the bifhop ofTarbes, afterwards cardinal deGram-

mont, and de Selue firft prefident of the parliament of

Paris. The writer of the annals of the order of St.

John of Jerufalem relates, that the regent, thoroughly

perfuaded of the grand mailer's affection for the perfon

and fervice of the king her fon, fent him an exprefs to

defire him to convey the princefs her daughter to Spain,

on board the gallies of the order : that the marfhal dc

Montmorency his great nephew wrote lo him about it,

by the regent's order, in the molt preffing terms, and

that nobleman, in order to determine him by motives,

drawn from his own intereft, to undertake the voyage,

reprefented to him, that as his order flood in need of a.

fure and fixed fettlement, he, by his prefence, and

treating in perfon with the emperor, would be able to

get over that infinite number of difficulties/ which that

prince's
•

Eofio, t. 3. 1. a p. 3S,
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princes 's minifters in Italy ftarted, with regard to the

feofment or" the ifles of Malta and Goza, and the town
of Tripoli.
The grand mafter acquainted the pope with thefe

difpatches of the regent : Clement, who was actually

engaged in mcailires with that princefs, highly approv-
ed the voyage ; he was defirous of the king's liberty,

perhaps not lb much out of regard for him, as for fear

of the formidable power of his enemy ; he flattered

him/elr^ that if they could once get Francis 1 out of

priibn, that prince, to revenge the leverity of his treat-

ment, would not fail to open a new war, which,
mould it but once break out between two fuch im-

placable enemies, would be the fecurity of the other

Sovereigns, and maintain a peace in the reft

of Europe. The grand mafter, upon his 1525.
holineis's anfwer, embarked on board the June 2£»

gallies of the order at Civita-Vecchia, and
went to Marleilles, where he waited upon the regent,
and had feveral conferences with her, during the time

he waited for the dutchels of Alenc_on.
The emperor's minifters, alarmed and jealous of

this voyage, the motive of which they were utter

ftrangers to, feized immediately on all the revenues of
the order in Italy : the emperor did not fail to ap-

prove their conduct ; that prince was difpleafed with
the grand mafter and council on other accounts. We
have already obferved, that he had offered them the

ifles of Malta and Goza, and the town of Tripoli, for

their refldence j the order's retarding to give him a
-

pohtive anfwer, made him refolve to write in particu-
lar to the languages of Caftile and Arragon, the knights
whereof were born his fubjecls ; and he difpatched a-

way a Spanifh knight to the council, Peter Fernandez

Heredia, or Errera by name, who, upon his arrival at

Viterbo,repreiented, in the emperor's name, to the lords

of the council, that from a perfuafion that the order
would accept of lb conliderable a fettlement with great
fatisfaction, as well as acknowledgement, he had for

eighteen months paft delayed providing for the fortifi-

• Z 3 cation
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cation of thofe iflauds, and defired, that the council
would tell him their fentiments plainly upon thofe

points. The envoy added, in a very arrogant manner,
that if there was any language who fiiould oppofe
them, the emperor his mailer would take his meafures

accordingly.
That prince, dazzled by a conftant feries of prof-

-perity, and grown more haughty by the king's impri-

fonment, imagined himfelf able to give laws to all the

powers of Europe j and this domineering fpirit had
diffufed itfelf into the languages of thofe who were
born in his dominions. The Spanifh knights were for

governing in the council, and would have the empe-
ror*s offers accepted immediately, and the dependence
and fubjecYion he annexed to them fubmitted to : nay,
fbme of them went fo far as to inltnuate, that if the

French would not comply with their fentiments, they
would divide from them ; that they would fettle them-

felves at Malta, independent even on the grand mailer,
and that they were in hopes of prevailing with the em-

peror to unite the order of Monteza, a Spanifh founda-

tion, to their particular congregation, that they might

indemnify the order for what they might lofe in France,

by the withdrawing of the French knights and com-

manders.

But the council, as well as difcreeteft of the Spa-
nifh knights, who abhored a fchifm, anfwered the en-

voy, that the whole order was very fenfible of the ge-
nerous offers of his imperial majefiy ; but that, in an af-

fair of fuch importance, they could not take any deci-

five refblution without the grand matter's prefence, and

the pope's exprefs confent ; that they would write im-

mediately to them boih ; that they underilood the

grand mafter was gone to the emperor's court, in or-

der to learn from rrk own mouth what were his inten-

tions with refpeel to the ifleof Malta, and th3t they were

in hopes, that that great prince would, for the general

good and honour of the order, moderate fome of the

conditions which he was for annexing to that feoff-

ment.
The
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The council immediately dispatched away the com-

mander Bofio for France, to give the grand mafter ad-

vice of the.fequeftration which the emperor's minifters

had made of the eftates which belonged to the order

in Italy, and the propofals which the chevalier Errera

had made before all the council. The grand matter

deferred anfwering the council, till he had feen the

emperor ; he ordered Bofio to follow him, and let out

for Spain with the dutchefs of Alcncon, for whom the

king of England had got a iafe conduct.

As foon as this princefs was arrived at Madrid, and

that the emperor had-difcharged the ceremonial, and

paid the firft honours that were due to her quality,
he gave a private audience to the grand
m after, who firft gave him an account of 1 525,
ak that had paiTed at the liege

a and fur-

render of Rhodes. That great man afterwards rc-

prefented to him the loffes which the order had fuf-

lained in that place, and the deplorable condition the

whole body was in at that time ; and finding the em-

peror was moved and affected with fiich a number of

calamities, he complained in the lofted: terms of the

fcizure which his minifters had made of the eftates of

the Italian commanderies, under pretence, that in his

way to Spain, he had paffed through France, before he

came to his court. To prevent the defigns which the

emperor, in granting the ifle of Malta to the knights,

might have of making them his vafTals, he wittily infi-

nuated to him, that though they were all born llibjects

of different fovereigns, yet the order in general, by its

profeffion, was independent from any of them ; that a

knight, who was a Frenchman by nation, was no more
devoted to the king of France than he was to his im-

perial majefty ; that the only view of their inftitution

was to defend all Chriftians alike againft the incurfions

of the initdels ; that for fo many ages as the order had

exifted with fome kind of glory, it had never been yet
known to engage againft any Chriftian prince in favour

of another. He entered afterwards into the affair of

Malta
\

8
Guicciardin, 1, 16,
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Malta, and omitting the hard conditions which the em-

peror was for tying them down to, he told him in ge-

neral, that the order would have long before reaped
the advantages of his imperial majelty's beneficence, if

they had not been withheld by hopes of recovering
Rhodes ; that there was a party formed for the execu-

tion of that enterprise ; upon which he, with the em-

peror's leave, brought the commander Bofio into his

chamber, who gave him a very particular account of

all the mea lures he had taken on that account with the

principal inhabitants. He added, that the order want-

ed nothing but a fum ofmoney necefTary to raife three

or four thoufand men, and carry at the fame time arms

for the inhabitants, whom the Turks had difarmed with

the utmoft ilrictnefs.

The emperor entered into the grand matter's views; •

however, before he engaged further in the project,

he advifed him to confer with the duke of Alva, his

ableft general, about it. He added further, that in cafe

that nobleman mould find the execution of it practi-

cable, he himfelf would freely give 25000 crowns to

facilitate its fuccefs ; that he wilhed the other poten-
tates of Chriftendom would likeways contribute to it ;

but that if, after all, the project mould not happen to

fucceed, the order might neverthelefs depend upon

having the ifie of Malta for their fcttlement j and, as

an earnelt of his friendfhip, he immediately ordered a

full and entire reftitution to be made of all the revenues

which his minifters had fequeflrated in Italy. The

grand mafter, who was very lenfible that monarchs will

never own themfclves to be in the wrong, thanked him

for that act of his juftice, in as handfome and grateful

a manner, as if he had received a favour from him.

He begged leave, before he left him, to wait upon the

king of France ; which the emperor readily granted

him, in hopes that the grand mailer might contribute

to the negotiation of a peace.

An officer of his guards, by his order, conducted him

to the apartment of Francis I. That prince was not

guarded like a prifocer ofwar, but rather like a ftate-

criminal.
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criminal. Charles V. although the king's vaffal, in

order to extort animmenfe ranibm, and the exorbitant

conditions from his lord, did his utmoll to make his

imprifonment infuppoftable to him. Such harm, and

unworthy ufage threw Francis I. into a deep melan-

choly, which was fucceeded by a violent fever. The
arrival of the princefs his filler, who was very dear to

him, gave him the (lift emotions of joy ever fince his

misfortune. His health grew better, and the grand
mailer being introduced into his room at this juncture,
he embraced him very affectionately, extolled the brave

defence he had made at Rhodes, and ordered the mi-

niflers who accompanied the princefs his filter, not to

treat ofany article in their negotiations with the empe-
ror's minifters, without firfl communicating it to the

grand mafler. He was admitted into all their confe-

rences, where he acted as a mediator. His dignity
and great reputation, his prudence and excellent ca-

pacity, greatly enforced his remonftrances ; and he left

no expedient untried in order to reconcile the interefts

of thole two princes, and engage them, by a iblid peace,
to unite their arms againil the common enemy of the

Chrillians. .The dutcheis of Alencon, on her fide,

employed all the charms of her wit, in order to con-

quer the emperor's harfh nefs and obflinacy; but that

prince, who was regardlefs of every thing but his in-

terefl, and who fancied, that as the king was his pri-

foner, he might foon make himfelf mafler of a part of

France ; belldes the renounciations which the king of-

fered to make of his rights to the Milanefe and king-
dom of Naples, as well as to the homage of the coun-

ties of Flanders and Artois, and alfo an immenfe fum
of money, infifled likeways on the dutchy of Burgun-
dy, in order to enable himfelf, in cafe the war fhould

break out again, to fall with his troops into France,
and march up to the gates of Paris. The king, who
was highly fenflbie of the importance of this alienati-

on, rejected the proportion with great refolution ; and
to fliew the emperor that he would rather renounce his

liberty than fo confiderable a branch of his crown, he

refolved.
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refolved to part with the princefs his fitter, and deprive
himfelf of her company, though it was the only com-
fort he had left. He made her fet out on her return

for France, and me was likeways obliged to it upon
fome private advices which (he received, that the em-

peror fought nothing but a pretence to give orders for

her being arretted.

Charles V. the mod artful prince of his time, had

purpofely fpun out the negotiations, in order, that the

fafe conduct which he had granted her might be. expir-
ed. He was furpriied at the princefs's departure, and

he fent orders to the frontiers of Spain to flop her the

very day that the term of her fafe conduct mould be at

an end ; but the princeis being well informed of this

trick which he deligned to play her, travelled as many
miles in one day upon the fame road in her return, as

flie had done in four at her coming into Spain. This

expedition, and Clermont de Lcdeve's arrival on the

frontier, with a large convoy, on the lift day of the

fafe conduct, hindered the emperor's officers from mak-

ing any attempt to feize her perfon ; fo that the em-

peror could not' gain any advantage by his artifice.

The departure of the princefs did not any way cool

the grand matter's zeal and good offices in promoting
a peace. He frequently reprefented the ne-

1525. ceffity of it to the emperor and his minifters ;

declaring, that whiltt that prince's arms were

employed againft France, Solymanwaspufhinghiscon-

quefts in Hungary, and opening himfelf a way to pene-
trate into Auftria and the hereditary countries. On the

other fide, when he was got with the king, he made

him fenfible how neceflafy his prefence was in his

kingdom, but proved to him at the lame time, that the

nperor would never give him his liberty, unleft he

made a refignation of the dutchy of Burgundy. In fine,

he managed both thole princes fo firccefsfully,
that he

brought them to agree to a treaty of peace. Francis^
I. perfiiaded that he could not alienate the demefne of

his crown, and that conditions extorted during a fevere

captivity
a

Bofio, r. 3. p. 141.
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captivity were never valid, made a fecret protcft agaiud
the violence offered him by his vaifal, and figned eve-

ry thing they prefented to him. Twas agreed, that the

king fhould be conducted hack into his kingdom on the
tenth of February, and that for a iure guaranty of the

treaty, he fhould give the two princes his ions in hof-

tage ; and alio feveral other articles which are foreign
to this work. The grand mafter, who was ever vigi-
lant to promote the interefts of religion, got an article

inferred in it, w hich was, that the emperor, and king
of France, fhould join in

foliciting the pope to fet on
foot a crufade againft the infidels, and mould them-
felvcs contribute to it to theutmoft of their power.

.After the treaty was figned, the emperor and the

king had feveral interviews ; but their vifits

were like thofe of reconciled enemies, and 1526.
were made with more politenefs than fince-

rity. The firft time that the emperor went to lee the

king, he would needs take the grand mafter, whom
he called his father, along with him. We meet with
a remaikable circumftance, viz. that thofe two great
princes being out together, the emperor, as they were
to pafs through a door, offered the king the prece-
dence, which that prince refuted

; whereupon they
called the grand mafter to decide it.

"
I pray God,"

laid the venerable old man, that there may never be"
any difference of greater confluence between your"
Majefties :" and then

directing his difcourfe to the

king of France,
" No body,

a
fays he to him, Sir, dif-"

putes but that the emperor is the fiift prince in Chrif-u tendom ; but as you are in his dominions, and in his
tl

palace, you ought not, in my opinion, decline the" honours which he thinks himfelf obliged to fhew to" the greateft monarch in Europe." This anfwer,
which was as fubtle as it was judicious, fatisfied both

parties ; the emperor efpccially was
exceedingly plcaf.

edwith it : He honoured him afterwards with feveral
marks of diftin&ion, and whenever he was giving au-
diences from his throne, he would make the grand

mafter
•
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matter fit under the fame canopy with himfelf. In

fine, when the grand matter, after the king's depar-
ture, took leave of him to return into Italy to Viterbo,
he made him frefh prorrtifes of the ifland of Malta, and

likeways allured him, that he would leave that affair to

the pope, who fhould be arbitrator of the conditions

and terms of the feofment.

Bu t before the grand matter left Spain, he, by his

prudence, put an end to a difpute that was rifen in

Portugal, relating to the great priory of Crato. Since

thelofs of Rhodes, and retreat of the convent to Viter-

bo, (everal European princes, not well affected to the

order, and under pretence that it did not fend any more

fquadrons out, as its inftitution required, againft the

infidels, feized on the revenues of the commanderies ;

or elfe, in violation of the ttatutes of the order, and the

rights of feniority, difpofed of them in favour of fuch

knights as were moft agreeable to them. The priory of

Crato falling vacant by the death of John de Menefes,
the king ofPortugal, in prejudice of the chevalier Gonfal-

vo de Piementel,beftowed it upon prince Lewis his bro-

ther; and to makePiementel fbme amends, offered him a

yearly penfion of 9000 Hvres. The Portugueze knights,

unwilling to bear with fuch an infringement of their

rights, refufed to own Don Lew'fs ; the king, incenfed

at their oppofition, threatened to feizeall the eftates be-

longing to the order within his dominions ; and, pre-

tending that they ttaid at Viterbo in a ftate of inactivi-

ty, contrary to what their ttatutes obliged them to, he

declared that he would employ the revenues in a holy
war againft the moors of Barbary.
The grand matter judicioufly fnppofing, that fuch a

procedure, though very unjuft, might yet be a dange-
rous precedent with refpect to other princes, made up
the affair. He thought that it was beft, at fuch an un-

happy juncture, to diffemble an injuftice which he had

not the power to redrefs : He contented that Don
Lewis fhould keep the administration of the priory, by

way of commendam; but he, in exchange, obtained of

the
- »

Eofio, t. 3. 1. 3. p. 44,
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the king an authentic confirmation of all the rights and
privileges of his order. That prince engaged Iblemn-
ly that he would never trouble the knights again in
the enjoyment of the commanderies, which fliould fall
to every one according to his rank of

feniority. And
as the enterprize of Rhodes was the only end and view
in which all the grand mailer's defigns centered, it was
ftipulatcd in the fame

treaty, that, for
carrying on that

holy war, the king fliould furnifh the order with fif-

teen thouiand crufados, a ibrt of filver money, worth
at that time about four livres and an half.

Scarce was the grand mafter returned into France,
when news came that Henry VIII. king of England,'
on the very fame pretence that the king of Por-
tugal had made ufe of, and as if the order had been
entirely extirpated by the lofs of Rhodes, had prevent-
ed the commander Wefton from taking poffefllon of the
^grand priory of that kingdom ; and even pretended to
unite the revenues of all the commanderies to the
crown, or oblige all the Englifh knights to ferve as a
garrifbn to Calais. Thefe odious pretentions were a
ienfible affliction to the grand mafter ; he faw, with
grief, that the eftates of his order, notwithftanding his

indefatigable endeavours to the contrary, were going
infenfibly to be made a prey to princes and their cour-
tiers. The popes., under colour of being its

fovereigns,
had fome time before afTumed to themfelves the power
of nominating to the grand priory of Rome, and to
the commanderies that fell vacant within the patrimo-
ny of St. Peter, and their other territories : and, on
the other fide, the emperor's minifters in Italy feized
on the richeft benefices, without any manner of lcruple;
and fancied they did a favour to the order, by putting
on its crofs, as a mark that they enjoyed them only
by virtue of the title of knights. In this general pil-

lage and deflation, the grand mafter applied himfelf
to the king of France, the only prince of Chriftendom,
as we may lay, who, amidft all the misfortunes that
had happened to the order of St. John, treated it with
Vol. III. A a the
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the fame efteem and affection with which he had al-

ways diftinguifhed it.

The grand m after, when he fent the prior of St.

Giles, and the commander de Bourbon, obliged them
.
to take the French court in their way. Thefe depu-
ties, or, ifyou pleafe,embafFadors, befbught that prince,
in his name, to employ his intereft with Henry VIII.

in behalfof the order. Accordingly the king wrote to

him about it in the mod prefling terms, and obferved, in

his letter, that the reafon why the order had not, fince

the lofs of Rhodes, been able to continue making war

upon the infidels, was only for want ofports to fit out

their (hips ; that they were actually treating for the

ifle of Malta, and he intreated him, in the mod prefling

terms, to contribute to their fettlement in that place';
that as foon as the head convent and place of arms for

the order fhould be fixed there, the knights would im-

mediately be out at fea according to their profeflion ;

and that the Englifh merchants, his fubjects, might per-

haps be the nVft who would experience howufeful that

military body was to all Chriftendom in general, tho*

independent on any particular Chriftian prince.
But thefe considerations, which were fb very reason-

able in them leives, and all the offices of that great

prince, had little influence on the king of England :

he had no manner of regard to the memorials which
the two embafFadors prefented to him ; nay, he pro-
ceeded further, and forbad them to carry either mo-

ney or effects, arifing from the eftates of the order, out

of his dominions ; and difmifled the envoys pretty ab-

ruptly, without any great regard to their character.

Thele minifters, upon their return, giving the grand
mafter an account of the ill fucceis of their negotiati-

on, told him, they fancied they had difcovered the true

fburce of this fhameful injufti'ce, and that it arofe from
the refentment ofthat prince, the proudeft monarch of
his age, who was offended that the grand mafter had
vifited the emperor, and the king of France, without

paying him the fame complement j nor was this con-

jecture altogether groundless. Though the domini-

ons
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ons of Henry VIII. were not fo large as thofe of

Charles V. and Francis I. he was not leis formidable to

thofe two princes upon that account, whole power he

balanced by turns, always falling in with that party,

which his interelt led him to take in their difputes.

This fubtle conduct was the reafon of his being court-

ed by both thofe princes, who were very careful to

treat him with great refpeflr.
The important part he

a&ed in the affairs ofEurope, the abfolute authority he

had acquired in his own dominions, though the laws

are more refpetfed there than the lbvereign, and his

skill in always bringing the parliaments into his rtiea-

fures 5 all this, I fay, made him confide* himfelf, and

expeel to be confidered by others, as the arbiter of

Chriftendom. The grand mailer could hardly at firft

perfuade himfelf, that the omiflion of a formality, and

of a ceremony which he was not obliged to, could

poflibly raife that prince's refentment, and put him

upon treating the order in Co harm a manner. ,But, af-

ter-all, as the mod powerful princes, efpecially ilich

as reign with defpotic fway, are bred up in flattery,

and feldom breathe any air, but what is iwelled with

pride and vanity, the grand mafter thought he fhould

come off at an eafy rate enough, provided he could

but get, by fo flight a condefcenfion, the eftates of his

order rcftored. The venerable old man therefore,

without regarding either his age, or the feverity of the

feafbn, fet out for England, fending the commander

Bofio before, the ableft negotiator at that time in the

order, and perhaps in all Chriftendom. The com-

mander applied himfelf firft to Cardinal Woliey, the

king of England's firft minifter, to whom he deliver-

ed a letter from the grand mafter, intreating him to

prefent Bofio to the king, and ufe his credit with that

prince to promote the interefts of the order. The car-

dinal procured him an audience; Bofio prefented the

grand mafter's letter to Henry VIII. telling him, at

the fame time, that he was coming on purpofe from

Italy to pay his refpe&s to him, but thought it his du-

A a 2 ty
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ty not to enter his dominions, without firft knowing
whether it would be agreeable to him.

3524. Henry, pacified by this ttep, anfwered,-that

Jan. 1. he had the utmoft veneration for the grand
matter's perfon ; that he mould be delighted

to fee Co great a captain, but that he was fbrry he had

iet out in fa (harp a feafon ; that however, he mould
at all times be received in his dominions with all the

relbecT: that was due to his dignity and merit. The

king Tent Bofio back to the grand matter, whom he

found at the court of France, and delivered him two

letters, one from the king, the other from his minifter,

dated Feb. 25th. both of them in very obliging terms,
nnd inviting him to come as foon as poifible into Eng-
land. He immediately went thither, and after having
i efted himfelf for fome days in the commandery or pri-

ory of St. John, he fet out for the court, attended by
the great crofles, commanders, and knights of England
and Scotland, who were come from different places
to wait upon him.

This retinue was numerous and magnificent, and

to make its fplendor ftill greater, the king fent fome

of the mott confiderable lords of his court a great way
before to meet him on the way. With this noble

convoy he was introduced into the palace: Henry gave
him a very gracious reception, and the fpectators ob-

ierved that he beheld him with an earnettnefs and at-

tention, which the light of a prince, whofe valour and

conduct had made him equally famous in Europe and

Alia, may naturally infpire. The grand matter paid
him all the civilities which he thought due to fo pow-
erful a monarch, but did not think it proper to enter

into any detail of the affairs which had brought him in-

to England ; he went no further than to defire of that

prince in general terms his protection for the order.

All that the king laid, confided only in elogiums on
the defence of Rhodes, which, he faid, was more glo-
rious than the conqueft of an entire province ; and

when the grand matter way for withdrawing, the king
ordered his officers to lodge him in his palace, where

he
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lie was ferved with a magnificence fuitable to his rank,
and the efteem the king had for ib illuftrious a gucft.
They afterwards had levcral private conferences,

together, concerning the (lege of Rhodes, and a proper
place for fixing the convent. The grand matter de-

clared to him, that, notwithstanding the formidable

power of Solyman, the order would have been 11:11

miitrefs of Rhodes, had the Chriltian princes vouchiaf-
ed to fend the leaft fuccour thither. He continued to

relate how, being in want of provisions and ammuni-
tion, particularly of powder, and after having (een the
m-eateft part of his knights, and alio of the inhabitants,
fall in the defence of the place, and that the Turks had

pufhed their works to the very middle of the city,
he had found himfelf reduced to the laft extremity,
and was forced to abandon them the little ground that
was left him ; how he had embarked whh the poor
remains of his fortune, and had been attacked with
terrible ftorms in his voyage ; how, thinking to find a

place of refuge in the port of Meffina, he had been
driven thence by the plague ; how pope Clement had

allowed^
him to retire to Viterbo, till he might meet

with a fixed and lecure place for his refidence ; how
the plague had driven them thence a fecond time; how
part of the knights of the convent had been received in
the town of Nice, by the duke of Savoy's confent, and
the vefTels and gallies of the order put into the port of
yilla-Franca j how the reit of the knights were, by
his permiffion, difper/ed over the feveral provinces of
Chriltendom, where the order bad any commanderies;
how the plague being abated at Viteibo, they had af-
fembled there again, under the protection of the holy
fee ; and how, in this uncertain and deplorable fitu-

ation, the emperor made him a generous offer of the
iflands of Malta and Goza ; but that his mi miters were
clogging this donation with conditions that were in-

compatible with the independence lb
necefTary to be

prefcrved in his order; for the knights could not own
any one particular prince for their

lovereign, without

rendering thcmfclves fufpetfed to the reft. He more*
A a 3 over
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over added, that he had not loft all hopes ofrecovering
Rhodes; that a party was actually formed there for

driving out the Turks ; that the principal inhabitants

of the ifland, as well as fome officers of the garrifbn,
were engaged in the confpiracy ; that the order want-
ed nothing to make the attempt, but the neceflary funds
for levying troops, and fitting out the (hips of the or-

der ; that in cafe the project fhould not fucceed, he
would accept of Malta, and that he hoped the empe-
ror's generality would extend fo far, as not to infift

upon a fubjecYion from the order, which would give a
fatal flroke to their liberty, and that fpirit of neutra-

lity which the knights profeffed.

The king of England thought the defign of re-con-

quering Rhodes, was a projecl highly worthy of the

grand mailer's courage and valour; and he, in order to

have fome Ihare in lb noble an enterprize, promifed
him 20,000 crowns, the value of which he paid after-

wards in artillery and fire arms. They no longer talk-

ed of feizing or fequeftring the eftates of the order,

muchlefs ofdifpofing of the priories and commanderies;
all that the king deiired of the grand mafter was, to

confer the grand priory of Ireland upon the Turcopi-
lier brother, John Ran(bn by name,who had been very
ierviceable to that prince in the government of that

ifland, whofe gentle adminiftration had been very in-

strumental in poliihing and civilizing its inhabitants,

who were at that time not many degrees above fava-

ges.
The grand mafter, in order to fhew his complai-

fance to a king, with whom the order was fo much o»

bliged, for intereft fake, to keep due meafures, enga-

ged the chevalier Babington to refign the priory of Ire-

land to Ranfon, who, by way of exchange, made a re-

signation to him of the commandery of Dinemor, and

the dignity of Turcopiller. The grand mafter brought
them likeways to a further agreement, viz. that if Ba-

bington fhould come to be grand prioY of England, he

fhould be obliged to pay Ranfon a penfion of 1800 li-

vres. The king feemed extremely pleafed at the grand
mafter's
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mailer's readinefs and exaftnefs in executing what he

had required of him : he returned him thanks for it,

confirmed all the privileges of his order, and when

that prince took leave of him, to return into Italy, he

lent him, in his own and the queen's name, a bafonand

cup of marly gold, fet with precious (tones, which

the grand matter afterwards lodged in the treafury of

the order.

The grand mailer returned into Italy with the fa-

tisfacYion of having maintained the rights and privileges

of his order in France, Spain, Portugal, and England ;

and in hopes of getting from the refpective fovereigns

of thofe countries, particularly from the pope, a body
of troops Sufficient to carry his point in the enterpriie

of Rhodes. But whilft the illuftrious old man was

pafling through the principal courts ofEurope, various

revolutions happened at Rome, which would not allow

him to depend any longer on the fuccours which the

pope had promifed him. We have before obierved

that Clement, in order to balance the power of Charles

V. who was grown formidable fince his gaining the

battle of Pavia, had made a league with the kings of

France and England, the Venetians, Sforza duke of

Milan, and the Florentines, for the fecurity and liber-

ty of Italy. They called it the holy league, because the

pope was at the head of it. That pontiff, like moft of

his predeceflbrs, was afraid of nothing fo much as of

the re-eftabliihrnent of the imperial authority in Italy.

But the exploits of this league, through the different

interefts of the allies, were noways anlwerable to the

ardor with which it was formed.

The emperor, by the afliftance of the Colonna's, his

partifans, raifed a civil war in the pope's territories;

and that pontiff, who was afraid of the expence which
it would neceffarily put him to, fuffering himielf to be

amufed by a treaty which he made with the emperor's
miniflers and the Colonna's, disbanded the troops
which he had in Romagna. His enemies feeing him

difarmed, not having the lead regard to their faith, or

the treaty they had juft figned, entered ,Rome in an
hoflile
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hoftile manner. Cardinal Fompeio Collonna, the

moft invetetrate of all the pope's enemies, was at the

head of the rebels: fome have pretended that his defign
was againft the pontiff's life,.

a
flattering himfelf that,

by his death, and by force of arms, he mould get hirn-

felfplaced in the pontifical chair. The pope had only
juft time enough to fly

to the caftle of St.

1526. Angelo: but as there were not provifions within

the place fufficierit to hold out for any con-

fiderable time, he was forced to fubmit to his e-

nemies terms. They obliged him to fign a truce for

four months with the emperor, to pardon the Colon-

na's, and to give hoftages for the performance of his

promife. But he was no flave to it ; and, as foon as

he had received a fupply from the king of England,
he took up arms again : he broke the truce, under

pretence that they had made him fign it, with a dag-

ger as it were at his throat ; and that the Colonna's

in particular, who were vaflals of the holy fee, couM
not oblige their fovereign to capitulate. To revenge
the infult which they had offered him, he began to

fhew his refentment by a iblemn deprivation of Fom-

peio Colonna from the dignity of cardinal, and caufed

likewiie the troops, which he had
juft: levied for his

fecurity, to march againft the lords of that family. Vi-

telli his general ravaged their lands, plundered the

towns and caftles belonging to that houie, demoliflied

their walls, and left the moft dreadful marks of their

mafter's relentment wherever they came.

All Italy was a prey to the feveral armies of the

emperor and the confederates : 'twould be impoflible
to defcribe the plunderings, the violences, and the in-

humanities, which fuch a multitude of foldiers, of dif-

ferent nations, exercifed in thofe provinces, where each

party was the ftrongeft. The foldiers frequently had

nothing but licentiouihefs and impunity for their pay ;

and the generals did not fo much confult the orders

they received from their refpective ibvereigns, as they
did

* Guicciardin 1. 17.
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did the feveral methods ofprocuring fubfiftencefor their

troops.
The conftable ofBourbon, a prince

of the blood of

France, who, enraged at finding himfelf persecuted by

the mother of Francis I. had gone over to the emperor's

party, not being in a condition to pay the body of

troops which he commanded ; he, in order to put a

(top to the clamours of his foldicrs, promifed them the

plunder of one of the richeft cities in Italy,
without

making any further declaration of the enteprize he had

in view. We have heard but of few generals who, like

him, gain'd the entire confidence, and an abfolute au-

thority over their ibldiers, without having any money
to pay them with ; but a certain air ofgrandeur, which

flows from an illuitrious birth, and which never fails

to command refpecr ; his furprizing valour ; his skill in

the art of war; and his eafy and familiar behaviour,

which yet was never derogatory to his dignity,
had

gained him the affection of his Ibldiers, who loved him

even to adoration : fo that they all fwore, fays Bran-

tome, to follow him wherever he fhould lead the way,
tho

1

it ivere to the devil.

The march of this army, which advanced with great

diligence towards Tufcany, terrified the pope, and he

relapfed into his ufual uncertainties. The emperor's

minifters made their advantage of it, and endeavoured

to perfuade him that he would find no folid advantages,

nor indeed any kind of iecurity, but in a Uriel alliance

with their mafter.

Clement, though he had been already tricked by
thofe very minifters, as was juft now feen, was never-

thelefs very fond of believing them, and glad to dif-

burthen his mind of thofe irrefolutions which {hewed

him the danger he was in, without (hewing
March 15. him, at the fame time, how he fhould prevent

it ; he figned a new truce. Lannoy, Viceroy
of Naples, whom he treated with, afTured him that he

had no occafion to be under any further apprehenfions
from Bourbon and the reft of the emperor's generals.
He flattered himfelfwith thishope;

and looked upon this

treaty
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treaty as an invincible barrier, which the imperial

troops could never break through, in order to fall up-
on the lands of the church. But Bourbon, whether

in concert with Lannoy, or contrary to the fen-

1527. timents of that minifter, is uncertain, continu-

May 7. ed his march, and appeared foon at the gates
,

of Rome. He began by a fcalado, and as he
bimfelf was clapping a ladder to the wall, he was mot-

by a musket-ball, and died two hours after. His ibldi-

ers, enraged at the death of their general, forced the

defendants to quit the wall, threw themfelves into the

city fword in hand, and killed all that came in their

way. They then diiperied themielves into the feveral

quarters of it, broke into the houfes, and without re-

garding either dignity, age or fex, they committed
fuch cruelties and outrages as the moft barbarous nati-

ons could hardly have been thought to perpetrate.
What is {"till more deplorable, is, that this dreadful

fcene lafted not only. twenty four hours, as ufually

happens to places taken by ftorm, but the imperialifts

daily repeated the fame violences for upwards of two
months afterwards, and did not flick to commit facri-

lege, rapes, nor murders in cold blood, in order to

gratify their avarice and fenfuality.
The pope with thirteen cardinals took refuge in the

caftle of St. Angelo, but was fbon inverted ; he held

out however a month with the troops he

1527. had, but afterwards provifions failing
O&ob. 30. him, he was obliged to capitulate a fecond

time with his enemies.

The conditions of thisnew treaty would have been

fcandalous, had they not been neceiTary : the imperi-
alifts infilled that he mould engage to pay the fum 6*f

400,000 ducats, in order to pay the army ; requiring

moreover, that he mould continue a prifbner, till he
had paid the third part of the fum ; that he mould af-

terwards be carried to the caftle of Naples, to wait till

the emperor's pleafure was known, with relation to the

difpofing of his perfbn ; and that he mould deliver up
the caftles of St. Angelo, Oftia, Civita Vecchia,

Caftelana,
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Caftelana, and the towns of Parma, Placencia and Mo-
dena.

Charles V. was greatly delighted to fee one of
his greateft enemies fall a fecond time into his hands ;

but he, far from difcovering any thing that might be-

tray the real fentiments of his mind, did, from a regard
to religion, conceal them under the fpecious appearances
of afenfible affliction : fo that at the firft news he had
of the pope's imprifonment, he, as if he had been taken

captive by the Turks or Corlairs, put on mourning in
a public manner, and ordered iblemn proceffions to be
made over all Spain, to pray to God for his liberty :

an afTe&ation which he carried to too great lengths, and
which impofed on nobody, even among his own fub-

jecls, unlefs it were the common people.
Whilst this comedy was acring in Spain, in a man-

ner fo unbecoming the character of a great emperor,
he, for fear his priibner mould make his efcape, fent
orders to Rome, to have him put under the guard of
an old Spanilh officer, Alarcon by name, who had
been entrufted with that of Francis I. at Madrid, This
officer behaved himielf in as furly a manner towards the

pope, as he had done towards the king of France ; and
carried him/elf towards a prifoner of his conlequence,
not like a foldier or an officer, but rather like a goal-
er of criminals, or a commander of galiy-flaves. But
what gave the pontiff {till more concern than the

plundering of Rome, and his imprifonment, was the
news he heard, that the Florentines, upon the firft ac-
count of what pafTed at Rome, had juft before drove
all the houfe of Medicis, not only out of the city, but
alio out of the whole (late of Florence, under pretence
that it had too unlimited a power and authority in that

place.

Nay, to fuch lengths did the fpirit ofparty proceed,
as to tear down the arms of this family, in all places
where they had been fet up : all which was done at

the inftigation of theemperor's minifters. The pope
al(b was afraid left hisgoaler mould have had private or-

ders to difpatch him ; but we mull do him juftice to
fay,

that
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that lie was not capable of committing fo great a crime,
and that though lie kept the pope very clofely (hut up,
without allowing him the lead indulgence in his impri-
fbnment, yet that this was no more than the refult of
his own rough and diftruftful temper. An hiftorian has
indeed told us, that cardinal Colonna prefTed him feve-

ral times to make away with the
pontiff: that cardinal,

who was all on fire for revenge, had alfo another mo-
tive for it, by hoping to make that act of vengeance a

ftep towards his own promotion. But whether this of-

ficer might have been juftly (hock'd at the dreadful vil-

lany of the propofal,' or that he was afraid, that by the

pope's death he mould lofe his part of his ranfbfri ;

be that, I fay, as it will, Vis certain that he always re-

jected that bloody cardinal's infamous folicitations with
an invincible conftancy and refolution, and that all the

time the pope remained in his cuftody, he was as care-

ful ofprelerving his life, as he was to prevent his mak-

ing an efcape.
The grand mafter, who was the pope's particular

friend, and had both a great affeclion for his perfon,
and the warmeft for his intereft, was fenfibly concern-

ed at his misfortunes : Moreover the open enmity be-

tween him and the emperor, his imprifonment, the

breaking out of the war in all the provinces of Italy,

the fhare that mod of the fovereigns of Europe had in

it, the leagues and treaties which were negotiating at

the fame time on all fides, fcarce left the knights of St.

John any room to hope that the emperor would, in the

hurry of thefe affairs and the tumults of war, fuffer the

affair of Malta to come upon the carpet ; or particular-

ly, that a prince of his ambition, and inlatiably thirfting

after dominion, could be prevailed with to give up any

thing of that kind of vafTalfhip which he was for an-

nexing to the feofment of the ifland. The greateft

part of the knights, efpecially the French, for fear of

falling under the power of Charles V. (hewed as much
averfion for Malta as the Spaniards did eagernefs for

their fettling there. The grand mafter juftly confider-

ed that no body was able but the pope, by his good

offices, to obtain a pure and abfolute grant of it from the

emperor
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emperor ; but then, Co long as that pontiff fhould be

at variance with the emperor, he either would not in-

termeddle with it at all, or if he did, it would be to no
manner of purpofe. 'Twas refolded therefore in the

council of the order, to wait and fee what time might

produce in their favour, in what manner the affairs of

Europe would clear up, what fate would attend the pope,
•and what refolution would be proper for them finally
to take with refpecl to Rhodes or Malta.

Not to mention the great disparity there was be-

tween thefe two iflands with refpcct to largeness, the

extent of their dominion, and intrinsic riches, the grand
matter, uneafy at being a melancholy witnefs of the con-

tinual wars that raged between the Chri-ftian princes,
wifhed himlelf far removed into the fartheft parts of

Alia, and his heart was entirely Hxed upon the affair

of Rhodes ; nor was it long before he had news of it.

Eutimius the Greek metropolitan of the Iiland,

ftie primum mobile of the enterprize, was as uneafy as

any head of a party could poifibly be, at the dilatorinefs

of the affair j and fearing to be difcoveted, had lent

exprefs after expreis to the grand mafter, in order to

procure intelligence, and haften the execution of it.

The grand mafter wrote back to him, that the order

not being able of itfelf to defray theexpence of fo great
an armament as was ncceifary for fuch an attempt, he
himfelfhad been obliged to go into France, Spain anJ.

England to follicit frccours ; that they were acluaily

fitting out the two great carracks of the order; that

they had likewife three galiies upon the Mocks ; that

France had iupplied him with galiey-flaves, and hng-
land with cannon and artillery ; that he was obliged
to be prelent at a general chaptc; of his orderwhich he
had called at Vitetbo^ but that he hoped to be foon

able to appear befere Rhodes with a fleet and bedv of

troops ftrong enough to drive out the infidels. He
fent this letter by the commander Bofio emhairatiorand

negotiator general ofall the aifairs of the order, and or-

dered him to go a fecond time irrfo the eaft. to learn

the difyofition of the people, and alfo to take, in con-

Vol, III. B b cert
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cert with the principal inhabitants of the iftand, the
laft meafures for the execution of that important project.
The continual wars that -infeded all Europe prevented
the knights that lay at the greatefi: diftance from

Italy,
from coming to the chapter. The grand mafter opened
it with a diicourfe which was equally lolemn and pa-
theiick. He put the afTemb.y in mind of the lofs of

Rhodes, and took notice of the diipofition of mod of
the knights, the ftorms they had palled through, the

plague and ficknefs that had h availed the convent,the gree-
dinefs of the leculars, to gralp at, and felzeonthe eftate-s

of the order ; and the fear ofworie evils for the future, if

they did not prevent them by a fixed refidence in Come

fea-port, by the convenience of which, the knights

might again carry on war againft the infidels, and

thereby take away from all thole princes, who were
ill affected to their body, all manner of pretence to feize

on their revenues. He next took occafion to mention
his old age, the cruifings and voyages he had made, the

long and tedious fatiguesand labours that he had under-

gone, the calamities of the time, and the public miie-

ries :
u Muft I, cried this great man furvive the lo!s

" of Rhodes, for no other end than to be a witnefs,
" and that at the period of my life, of theicatteiingand
* c

perhaps the utter ruin of an order, whofe inftitution
a

is of fo facred a nature, and whole government is

*' confided to me ?" And at laft, directing his dif-

courfe to all the knights, he befought them in the moft

prefling terms, in the name of their predecelTbrs, the

founders of the order, and by the blood which they
themfelves and their brethren had fo lately fhed in the

defence of Rhodes, to put an end to their divifions,

which could not but be very fatal to the.order ; and to

be unanimous in their choice of a port for the future

Tefidence of the convent.

This moving difcourfe, his hair grown white in

war, his perfe<5t disintereftednefs, his unbounded zeal

and arTecYion for the prelervation of the order, melted

the hearts of the whole aiiembly : and as the affair of

Rhodes had been communicated only to two or three

of
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of the principal of the council, all the voices of the ie-

vcral nations united for applying to the emperor for a

grant ofthe ifle ofMalt a, free from all (uL-jecYion, and on.

condition only of having a fblemn mate faid every year in

memory of that benefaction on the day that the donati-

on fiiould be made, and of lending a faulcon to the

viceroy of Sicily, but without any deputation, and by

any meflenger they mould think proper.
Upon this, deputies were immediately di/patchedE

to the court of Madiid, with orders to treat with the

emperor's minifterson thefe conditions: but they found

them much colder and differ than they had been told

they would be. \\ hatever inclination the emperor
had at firft (hewed to eftablifh the order of St. John in

the ifle of Malta, to make uie of it as as bulwark to fe-

e-lire Sicily and the lea-coafl of the kingdom of Naples
from the incurfions of the infidels ; they had fince fill-

ed him with apprehenfions, that as in the prefent junc-

ture, he was at war with France, the grand mafher be-

ing a Frenchman born, would receive the fleets of

Francis I. and his confederates, into his ports, and fa-

vour their enterprizes. Befides, the emperor had as

flrong fufpicions of the attachment of the knights to

the intereft of the holy fee. On the other fide, the

principal deputy of the order, who was entrufted with

the fecret of the affair, and who knew that the grand
inafter was ft ill in hopes of recovering Rhodes, was
not very prefling in the negotiation ; Co that by the dif-

ferent views of thofe that managed it, it was fpun out

a great while longer, and every body few plainly, that

this great affair would net be adjufted till fuch time

as a general peace mould be concluded, or at lead

till the pope fiiould have recovered his liberty, and

made a pretended or real reconciliation with the em-

peror.
This however was thought as yet to be at a very

great diftarice ; but the French army commanded by
the marfhal de Lautrec, which was advancing towards

Rome, haftened the conclusion of it. This army con-

filled of 26000 foot;
and icco men of arms, without

13 b including
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including the light horfe. On the other fide, there

was at Rome no more than the dregs of the Sp3nifh
and German troops that had facked that great city :

the plunder and booty which thefoldiers had got there

made a great number ofthem deiert j nor had they loft

a lefs number by excdlive drinking, debauchery, and
the contagious difiempers, which infecYmg various

quarters of Italy at that time, compleated the ruin of

this army.
The emperor therefore, feeing that he could not

hinder the French from letting the pope at liberty, was
delirous of having the honour of doing it himfelf. But
as his intereft was far fuperior to any private views of

generofity, he ordered his minifters in their treating with

him about it, to get all the advantages from him that

they could. Hugo de Moncada, who was pitched up-
on for this negotiation, told him, that he had orders

from the emperor to let him at liberty ; and to give
him fome little earned of it, his confinement was lels.

ftricl. The £ift thing he infilled on, was, that he

mould difengage himfelf from the league, and a<5t, as

became him, the part of the common father of all

Chriltians. There was little difficulty on this article :

the pope, who was not very fcrupulous as to his word,

would, to extricate himfelf out of thole difficulties

under which he laboured, have figned new treaties e-

very day of his life. But they likewiie demanded Hyp-
polito and Aleffandro de Medicis as hoftages, by way
offurety for his execution of the treaty. The imperi-
al minifter went further, and declared, that it was im-

poffible for him to compleat his liberty, tho' his mafter

was Co very much defirous of it, till he had paid down
the 400,000 ducats llipulated in the former treaty ;

and that without this previous condition he was afraid

leaft the emperor's foldiers, who were mofl of them

Lutherans, and a fet of ungovernable fellows, mould
make an attempt on his holinefs's perfon.
That pontiff undcrftood his meaning very well ;

but he was move afraid ofMoncada himfelf, than of his

foldiers. He therefore, in order to get as foon as pol-

Gblc
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fible out of their hands, promifed to pay 95000 ducats

down, to give the like fum a fortnight after his leav-

ing Rome, and the reft in three months afterwards.

Guicciardin tells us, that he, in order to raile this fum,
was forced, before he went out of the Cattle of St.

Angelo, to alienate the goods of the church ; to fell,

as it were by audtion, three cardinals hats to perfons un-

worthy of fuch an honour ; and all this, lays the hii-

torian, in order to furnifli pay to hereticks a
,
at the ex-

pence and with the con lent of the vicar oi Jeius Chrift,

who was likewife oblig'd to give not only his nephews
as hoftages, but alfo ieveral cardinals who were the

moll devoted to him, as a pledge for the performance
of his promile.
December the ninth was the day fixed for letting

him at liberty ;
but as there was Hill, notwithstanding all

their treaties, a mutual diffidence on both fides, the

pope fearing left Moncada fliould not be fo good as

his word, took his opportunity, whiift he was more

negligently guarded, and got the night before out of the

caftle, difguis'd like a merchant ; and mounting on a

Spanilh horfe, made the beft of his way to the caftle of

Orvieto, where he chofe to retreat.

The pope, entirely perfuaded that his liberty was

altogether owing to the weaknels of the emperor's

troops, and the approach of the French army, wrote
a very obliging letter on that fubjecl to the marihal de

Lautrec b
: and as if he had fully anfwered his firft en-

gagements by that flight complement, obferved a kind

of neutrality ever afterwards ; which it were to have

been wiflied, for the edification of the church, he had
never departed from. The war however between the

emperor and confederates, lafted near two years more
with various fuccefs ; but with the fame fury and ani»

mofity.
During that interval, the commander Bofio, who

(as we have obferved) had been lent by the grand ma-
iler to Rhodes, returned thence with very ill news.
The grand mailer's project, had been communicated to

B b 3 too

* Guicciardin. 1. iS. b Id. ibid.
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too many perfons, and the execution of it delayed to»

long, to be dill kept a fecret. The Turks had fome

fufpicion of it ; the grand feignior immediately chang-
ed the garifon, and put leveral Chriftians of the Greek

religion to death, and alio fbme Mahometans ; and 'twas

with iniinite difficulties, and through a thoufand dang-
ers, that the commander Bcfio found means to efcape
the ftricl iearch which had been made by order of the

governor of Rhodes. As a confolation for this ill fuc-

cefs,that knight.whohad a very penetrating genius,ever
fruitful of new refources, propofed to the grand ma-
iler a project for letting on the town of Modon, and

making it the feat and rehdence of the order.

This city, which is fituated in the Morea, fell in-

to the hands of the Venetians A. D. 1 124 *. Bajazet
the fecond took It in 1498. A Rhodian named Lome-
lino Del-Campo, who after the lois of Rhodes had re-

tired to MeiTma, fhewed Bofio in his paflage to that

Hland, that it would be a matter of no great difficulty

for the order to take Modcn by the affi (lance of two

Turks, originally Chriftians, and Greeks by birth, with

whom he kept a conftant correfpondence relating to

commerce, and who had confided to him their remorfe

for having renounced the faith, and their fincere defire

of returning into the bofom of the church, asfoon as a

favourable occafion mould offer itfelf, that one of thefe

renegadoes, Calojan by name, had the command of

the port ; and that the other, whofe name was Scan-

dali, was, by his poft of fupreme director of the cuf-

toms, mafter of the gate of the mole j and that they

would both of them b# glad to favour an enterprize,

that (hould put Co important a place into the hands of

the Chriftians. Bofio, who was ever warm and enter-

nrifing in thofe things in which the interefts of his or-

der were concerned, was refolved to go and view the

place in perfbn ; and difcourfe, if poffible, with the

two Turks, With this defign he got letters from Lo-

melino for them both, and as he palled near the iiland

of Sapienza,
which lies off the fouthem coaft of Morea,

over

» Bcfio, t 3. 1 j.&6,
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over againft Modon, lie put into a bay, where he^

lay fnug,and fent a Rhodian that attended him, named
Stefi Marquet, in a fifherman's bark, to Modem, to de-

liver the letters to the two Turks. They both came
on board him in the night ; he found them thoroughly

penitent for their fault, and refolved to atone for it,

tho'at the expence of their lives. The commander con-

firmed them in this noble refolution, and after having
confulted together about the fevcral methods of putting
their project in execution, the refult of it was, that

they, by the help of this intelligence, mould conceal

a certain number of knights in fome merchant vefTels ;

that part of thofe knights mould in the night be let in-

to the tower which commanded the port, and that the

reft mould feize on the gate of the mole ; that thereup-
on a cannon-mot lhould be fired for a fignal, and that

the Chi iftian fleet, which was to lie concealed behind

the illand of Sapienza, mould advance, and land the

troops on board it ; which mould afterwards enter by
the gate ofthe mole, throw themielves into the place,
and carry it.

Bosio finding this enterprize might be very eafily

effected, highly commended the two renegadoes; ex-

horted them to perlevere with conftancy and refclution

in the defign with which heaven had infpired them for

their falvation ; moreover, promifing them great re-

wards, if they mould contribute to the conqueft of
Modon. He, after this, kept on his voyage, and at

3iis return into Italy gave the grand mailer an account

of this new negotiation ; represented to him that Mo-
don was fittiated in a fruitful and plentiful country,
where they might extend their conqueft, if the enter-

priie mould meet with fuccefs ; that there was no Fif-

ing ground near enough the place that might comm:.

it
;

that it was furrounded by the fea on two fides, ?snd

was divided from the main land by a ditch, which they

might make broader if they thought proper ; that the

port was ipacious and lecure, by means of a great mole,
and iereral rocks that defended the entrance of it ; and

that as the lfland of Sapienza lay off it, they might
'build
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build a citadel in that place, which might ibrvc as an

advanced fortification to the town of Modon.
The grand matter did not reject the propofal ; but

being a man of foiid judgment, and feeing that the af-

fair of Rhodes had abfoiutely miicarried, he preferred
a certain fettlement at Malta, before the uncertain

hopes ofthe conqueft of Modon. However, as he Jaw
no great difficulty in this lad project, he put offthe ex-

ecution of it, till after he had taken .polfeflion of the

jjQes of ?4alta and Goza j and he fent Bofio to the pope,
to folicit him, in his and the order's name, to uie his

mediation in the treaty propofed about Malta, and em-

ploy his credit to get the rigour of the conditions mo-
derated.

The pope being kept away from Rome, bare of

money, and dimeartened by the misfortunes of the war,
was then endeavouring to repair his lofTes by a new

treaty with the emperor ; and that prince, if he could

have depended on his word, would not have been a-

verfe to it : nay, he would have been glad of a public
reconciliation, to blot out from the minds of Chriflians

the (caudal which he had given, by the imprisonment
of that pontiff,

and the horrible racking of the
city of

Rome.
There was but one conHderation only, that could

affect Clement's heart, and that was the reftoring of
his family in Florence. Charles V. plied him on that

fide : he offered him Margaret of Auftria/- his natural

daughter, for Alexander de Medicis, that pontiff's great

nephew, or, as others fay, his fon. b The managers of

of the negotiation (aid further, that the emperor would

engage himlelf to make him fovereign of the city and
ftate of Florence, and that he mould, after the cere-

mony of his coronation, and before the year 1530 was

expired, fee a mighty army before Florence, under the

command of his 3 oleft generals, in order to oblige them
to take the oaths of allegiance to young Alexander, his

nephew.

* Cuicciardin. 1. 19.
b Paulo Jovlo, 1, 27.
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nephew. Thefe advantageous propofals, fuch, indeed,

as the pope could never have expected, tho'the league-

had been victorious, made him forget his own diiafters,

and the emperor's iniults; and in order to contribute

to a conqueit of luch importance to him, he thereupon

engaged to maintain 8000 men. for this enterprife,

at his own expence. He promiled, at the fame time,

to give the emperor the inveftiture of the kingdom of

Naples, without any other annual acknowledgment
but a white genet ; and agreed with the emperor's a-

gents to be at Bologna the next January at fartheft, in

order to perform the ceremony of that prince's coro-

nation. This treaty was (igncd June 29th 1 529. The
Ducheis Louha of Savoy, the king's mother, andMar-

gaiet of Auftria, the emperor's aunt, governed of the

low countries, figned likeways another at Cambray, in

the king's and emperor's names, to which they gave
the name of the Ladies treaty.

Such was the fituation of affairs in Europe, when
Bofio arrived at the pope's court : and though the affair

of Rhodes had not fucceeded, the pontiffwas yet fo well

iatisfied with the manner in which he gave him an

account of his negotiation, and of that which he had

begun at IVIodon, that, as he himfelf was very skilful at

negotiations ; or, to /peak more properly, had a talte

for them, though, at the fame time, without having

an)' talents or capacity requifite for that purpofe, he

would needs keep him near his perfbn, in quality of

his privy chamberlain ; and ordered him to write to the

grand matter, to tell him, that he was in hopes of pre-

vailing with the emperor, at their interview at Bolo-

gna, to make a grant of the ifle of Malta to the order,

with an entire exemption from all the burthen Com e

conditions which his miniderswere for clogging it with.

About the latter end of the year, the emperor wen'c

from Spain into Italy, and came to Bologna, where
the pope performed the ceremony of his coronation j

and in their interview, they adjufted matters for eila-

blifhing young Medicis as fovereign in Florence.

The
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The pope, feeing this happy profpect for the rciio-

ration of his family, recommended the interefts of the

order of St. John to the emperor in the mod prefling

terms; the pope having been bred up in it, and conG-

dering it, in a manner, as his fecond family. Though
the emperor was not eafily caught wkh ibllicitations,

in which his interefr was not concerned, yet, in this

juncture of his reconciliation with the pope, it was im-

pofiible for him to refuie him any thing and we may
affirm, that the houfc of Medicis, and the order of St.

John, owe their reeftabHfhment to thai pontiff. The

treaty concerning the knights was figned on March

24th, at Caftel- Franco, a little town in the territory
of Bologna ; by which, the empeior declares, that in

confio'eration of the particular affection which he had

always bore to the order, and the important fervices

which it had done for many ages to the Chrifiian

world, and to enable it to continue the fame agamft
the enemies ofthe faith, he had given and granted for

ever, as well in his own name, as for his heirs and

fuccefifors, to the moft reverend the grand mafter of the

faid order, and to the laid order of St. John, as a fief-

noble, free and franc, the caftles, places, and ifles of

Tripoli, Malta, and Goza, with all their territories

and jurifdictions, authority of judging in all pleas

whatever, and power of life and death, with all other

houfes, appurtenances, exemptions, privileges, rents, and

other rights and immunities ; provided, that, for the fu-

ture, the grand matter and the knights mould hold thole

places of him and his fuccelTcrs in the kingdom of Si-

cily, as noble, free, and franc-fiefs, without being o-

bliged to any fervice, or acknowledgment, but that of
a faulcon every year on All-faints day ; and that in the

vacancy of the bifhoprick of Malta, the grand mailer,
and the convent, mould be obliged to prefent to him
and his fucceflbrs, three learned and pious perfons, in

order for his making choice of one of them to fucceed

to that dignity ; and that the perfon fo promoted, (hall

be honoured with the grand crofs of the order; and in

that
quality, (hould have the privilege of fitting in the

counciL

V/hek
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When he had figned this deed, the emperor deli-

vered it to the commander Bofio, to carry it to the

grand matter. That zealous miniiter let out immedi-

ately : but as the coachman, to iatisfy his impatience,
and make the greater hafte, drove very hard, the coach

overturned, and the embafTador was confiderably hurt.

What aggravated the misfortune, was, that an unskil-

ful furgeon beitig feat for to bleed him, inftead of o-

pening a vein, ignorantly pricked him in an artery ;

when the blood extravaiating crofs the fle(h and mui-
cles of the arm, cauled a fweUing, which was foon

followed by a gangrene that put a period to this excel-

lent man's life. But before he expired, he gave the

emperor's packet to a Rhodian gentleman, Statigogu-
lo by name, his intimate friend aud companion, to de-

liver into the grand mailer's hands ; and charged him

likeways, from him, to urge him to keep up the cor-

refpondence of Modon, from which, he laid, he was

periuaded the order would, lbme time or other, reap

great advantages. The Rhodian diicharged his com-
iniiTion with great exact nefs. The grand msfter was

fenfibly afflicted atthe news of Bolio's death. However,
in order to purilie his Ichemes, he tent afterwards the

fame Rhodian to Modon, with rich presents to the two

renegadoes. He was ordered to inquire into their

character, the difpoiuion they were in, and whether

they had not changed their mind ; and in cale he found
them re olved and Qualified to go through with the en-

terprile for the iervice of the order, he was then to

draw a plan of the city, and the parts adjacent, that fo

they might be able to concert before hand the order of

the attacks.

This gentleman landed at Modon, difguifed like a

Greek merchant, and found the two Turks firm and
unfhaken in their refolution. They (hewed him the

facility of the enterprile, by means of the authority
which one of them had in the tower of the port, and
the other by the keys of the gate of the mole, which
were in their difpofal. They told him, that the en-

terprhe could not fail of fuccefs, provided the knights
would
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would but come with a body of troops, fufHcient to

beat the garriibn and the inhabitants. When, after fe-

veral conferences, they agreed to put off the execution
of the •

project till the latter end of the next dimmer ; in

order that, if if mould meet with favourable fuccefs, as

they had all the reaibn in the world to hope it would,
the news of it might not reach Condantinople till au-

tumn ; and the Turks, not being able 10 put to fea

in the winter, the knights might, by that means, have
time iufficient to fortify themfelves in their new con-

queft.
T-:E grand mailer and council, as fbon as they had

received and examined the deed containing the donati-

on of Malta, di (patched two of the principal command-
ers to thank the emperor, in the name of the whole or-

der. They aLb lent, at the lame time, an authentic

copy of that important inftrument to the prior Salvia-

ti, their embafTador at Rome, and nephew to the pope,
in order that he might obtain a confirmation of it from

the fovereign pontif, who was the firlfc fuperior of the

order. Clement, with the greatefl joy imaginable,

granted it in a full confiftory ; and to make this deed

(till more binding and folemn, he cau/ed a bull to be

drawn up to that purpo'e, and publifhed April 25th.

Not long after this, the grand matter fent, as from the

order, into Sicily, Hjgh de Copones, general of its

gallies,
and John Boniface, bailif of Manofque, of the

language of P. o\ ence in quality of embafTador, to take

an oath of fidelity,
in pretence of Hector Pignatelli,

duke <>f Monraleon, and viceroy of Sicily. The em-

bafTadors acquitted themselves of this duty in the church

of Palermo ; when, the ceremonies being performed
as ufual in hoe calcs, he received the deed of invefti-

ture, which ihe viceroy gave up into their hands, in the

name of the emperor. This nobleman named after-

wards fix c m'Tnflioners, who went on board the fame

gallies
of the order as had brought the embalTadors to

Sicily ; after which, they, in concert, went together to

Mal*a, Goza and Tripoli, of which they were put in

r-ofTciHon by thole commifTioners. Thefe, by virtue of

the
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Hie power which they hnd received from the grand
irufter and council, took an oath, in their name, to

maintain the inhabitants and people of thofe iflands in

their rights, cuftoms, and privileges; and left, by the

grand mafter 's order, the commander Aurelio Botigel-
la, as governor and captain of arms of Malta, and the
chevalier Auguftine Vintioville as his lieutenant.

A SpAxMish officer, Alvarez de Nava by name, who
commanded in the caftle of St. Angelo, having deliver-

ed up that fort to then), they delivered u up to the
commander Peter Piton, who accordingly took poflefl
fion of ir, at the head of a company offoot. Not long
after this, the grand mafter fent two gallies and a ga-
lion, with a confiderable number of knights on board,
to Tripoli, whereof he named governor, Gafpar of

SanguefP a, commander of Aliagne. The commifli-

oners, after having provided for the defence of the/e
feveral places, returned on board, and arrived at Sara-

go Ifa or Syracuse in Sicily, where the council, for the
better conveniency of their pafTage to Malta, had been

aheady aflembled for fome time.

The grand mafter, before his felting out, fent a great
number of woikmen and materials to Malta, to rebuild
the lodgmeBt of die caftle of St. Angelo, which was
entirely ruined, and fhipped off powder and ammunition
in the same vefTels. But when he was for /hipping off

corn, the viceroy of Sicily infilled upon the duties of
exportation ; and the mafter of the mint acquainted the
council, that the emperor would not fuffer any money
but what bore his impreis to be coined at Malta, and
that by his officers only. Thefe difficulties, thus ftart-

cd, retarded the departure of al! the knights. The
grand mafter and counci we e very fenfible, that Malta
could not poffibly fubfift without receiving com from
Sicily, and they looked upon _the.e duties of cxporta.
tion, from which the inhabitants of Malta, as denizens
of Sicily, had been always exempted, as an indirect

duty and
tribute, to which the order was going to be

Subjected

Vol. III. Cc Noa
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Nor did they lefs relent their pretending to deprive
an order that was fovereign and independent, of the

right
of coining money. Thele (everal circumftances

made them apprehenfive, left the emperor, a prince who
was ever to be guarded againft in his treaties, and
whole words, though in outward appearance clear and
free from ambiguity, nevertheleis concealed equivocal

tp anings, fhould one day make uie of thefe pretenti-
on as a i

;ghf, and employ them in keeping the order
in an abfblute dependence. Reflections of this nature
alarmed the greaieft part of the knights : There were

many o^ 'hem who maintained, that it would be im-

poflGI le ror the order to preferve its
liberty in the neigh-

bo^ . hood of lb powerful and ambitious a prince ; o-

th;-.s of a wh\ -er temper, and who were for (training
Ofever) thing, indited openly that they muft abfolute-

ly break the treatj ; hat Malta was a barren ifland, or

rather rock, where the inhabitant would die of hunger;
that the two elements oi man'f food, viz. bread and

water, were wanting in it ; and that the prefent which
Charles V. had made them, was not worth the parch-
ment they had, employed in writing the deed of gift.

But the grand matter and council, more prudent and

circumipect in their views as well as words, thought

prober to inform themielves of the emperor's real in-

clinations from him (elf only ; for which purpoie they

diipatched two embafTadors to him, with orders to re-

prefent,
.hat his imperial majefty was very fenfible, that

To far from drawing any advantage from the ides of
IVlah.a and Goza, and the city of Tripoli, he was at the

yearly ex
t
ence of 340,0c o livres for the maintaining

the garrifons in the (everal (Long holds and caftles ;

that it would have been impoiTible for the inhabitants

to fubfift in ihem, had they not ever been confidered

as denizens of Sicily and as fuch, had not enjoyed the

privilege of receiving corn from thence, free from any
duty of exportation , that the order had been lurprifed
he mould be for tendering their condition worie than

thai of the prefent inhabitants; nor were they lefs

furpriled that, by the deed of gift, though they were
to
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to be acknowledged as fovereign and indepi ndent,

yet nevertheleis, they fhould be debarred from coin-

ing money, and by that means be deprived of one
of the choiceft of its royal prerogatives, and which
the grand prior of Germany enjoyed in all its la-

titude, in the empire. I he embafTadors were order-

ed not to abate a title in the e articles ; and, at the

fame time, by a particular one, were exprefly com-

manded, in cafe the emperor mould absolutely inuflfc

upon the pretentions of his minifters, to give him back

immediately his deed of gift, to take their leave of him,
and to return back forthwith.

These two miniiters were no fooner arrived at his

court, and admitted to an audience, but they, h.ft :ad

of opening with the defign for which they had chiefly
been lent, told him, that their fuperiors had ferit then
to thank his imperial majefty for the great exacTtnefe, as

well as little trouble, which his commiflloners had giv-
en the order, in putting them in pouHfion of the iliands

and ftrong holds, of which he had been lb gracious as

to make a celTion in their favour ; and that ihe
grai d

mafter was juft upon the point of (ran (porting himielf

thither, and all the convent. They added, that he

ihould even have been fet out by this time for that pnr-

pofe, had not ibme difficulties arofe, which tlie vice-

roy of Sicily had darted, only from the great zeal he

had for his fervice ; bat that the whole order hoped,
that his majefty, out of his wonted goodnefs, would
come to a refolution, and determine that affair, After

having told him, in a few words, what the viceroy's

pretentions were, as if the emperor had known nothing
of the matter, they artfully intinuated to him, that al-

though the grand mafter and council were highly feii-

fible of the importance and value of the gift which he

had made them of Malta, that nevertheleis, it had not

yet been accepted by the unanimous conlent of all the

knights ; that the French in particular, who had been

brought up at Rhodes, and in an independence that

naturally reibits from an unlimited fovereignty, appear-
ed to be lead: iaaoiied with it ; that they had juft rea-

C c 2 fens
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ions to apprehend, they mould make the feveral pre-
tenfions of the viceroy lerve as a handle to oppofe the
tranflation of the council ; that his imperial majefty
knew very well, that the fuperiors of a free republic,

«ompofed of knights of various nations, and educated
in a certain pomp of courage, were not to exert their

authority, but with the utmoft: circumfpe&ion, and

particularly in an aifair, wherein each private man ima-

gined he had as great an intereft as his fuperiors ; for

which reafon, the grand rnafter and council conjured
him to finish this work of his own creation himfelf, and
to employ his ibvereign authority for the removing of
the obstacles which his minifters formed. They con-

cluded with alluring him, that the free and volun-

tary acknowledgments and gratitude of the knights,
and their zeal in defending his territories againft the

infidels, would greatly compenfate all the viceroy's

pretenfions.
Notwithstanding that the emperor's defign in

making over Malta to the order of St. John, was to

make it lerve as a bulwark to cover hte kingdoms of

Sicily and Naples ; neverthelefs this monarch never

gave up the moft inconfiderable of his interefts, butin

the view of gaining a more confiderable one by iuch a

cefiion. He infilled ftrongly on the viceroy's preten-

fions, imagining that the order, after having brought
matters thus far, would not break the treaty for the

iake of thofe two articles. In order therefore to in-

creafe the duties of exportation, he declared that he

could not conient to allow the order to fetch corn from

Sicily, unlefs they would agree to pay a certain fum

per tun, as fhould afterwards be agreed upon ; and to

procure to himfelf a kind of right of lovereignty over

the order, he added, that he ablblutely would not al-

low the order to coin money, or any other to be cur-

rent all the illand over, but what was coined in hU own
mints.

If thefe two minifters had acled directly as they
were ordered by their inftructions, all the treaty would

have been at an end j but they thought it important

enough
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enough to merit their (ending for new orders from the

council how to act. Accordingly they wrote wuh .he

utmoft expedition 10 the grand mafter, who immediate-

ly lent advice ot it to the pope, the protector of ihe

order. The pontiffdi (patched to the emperor the pri-
or Salviati his nephew who was at his hoiinefs's

court in quality ot refidens of the grand mafter and

the whole order ; and this minifter made (b good an

advantage of the credit which the pope had then with

the emperor, that he obtained from him a new treaty,

in which ihe two articles relating .o the exportation of

corn, and the coining of money, were inierted in ra-

vour of the order.

Nothing was now wanting- for the entire e(ta~

bliftiment of the knights at Malta, but the traniportati-

on of the grand mailer, of the council, and all the

knights into that ifland. They Hi it put on board five

galiies, two great carracks, and feveral transport

(kips, the inhabitants of Rhodes, who being reiol-ed

to (bare the fortune of the order, had continued with

the knights ever ii-nce they had quitted that ifland*

They aLb (hipped on board theie ve Pels the errecls and

records of the order, as likeways various moveables,

together with ammunition and proviiions* A great
number of knights and foldiers in. their pay, went o-

ver in this little fleet, which, before its arrival, met

with a dreadiul (form, in which one of their galiies

was dallied to pieces againft a rock ; one of the car-

racks had alto like to have been loft ; (be was already

got into the port at Malta, when immediately there

arole (itch mighty winds, that notwithstanding her be-

ing faitened with three anchors, (he broke all her

cables, and after twice running a-ground, at iait funk

in the fand. They thought her loft, when a contrary
wind fpringing up, railed her; after which they fet

her a-float, and found that her hull had received no
manner of damage. Such as are for di awing predic-
tions from every thing, d'd not fail to give out, that

heaven ieemed by that incident to point out the fate

of the order, which, after having iuiFercd. io great
C c 3 i
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a variety of dangers andftorms, fh ).ild at laft: fix itfelf

happily in Malta.

This ifland is fituated in the 46th degree of longi-
tude, and the 25th degree 10 minutes of northern lati-

tude ; it has the Mediterranean to the Eaft, looking
towards Candia ; to the north Sicily, which is but

fifteen leagues diftant from it, Tripoli in Barbary
to the fouth, and the iflands of Panralarea, Linofa,
and Lampaduia to the Welt, and that part of the

lea which leparates that ifland from Sicily, gene-

rally goes by the name of the channel of Mal-

ta. This country, according to a tradition of its in-

habitants, had been antiently governed by an Afri-

can prince called Battus. It was fince in the hands of

the Carthaginians ; and at the time that the knights of

St. John took poflefiion of it, they met with leveral

inscriptions in the Punic tongue, engraved on pieces of

ma. ble and broken pillars. The Romans, during the

wars of Sicily, drove the Carthaginians from thence ;

and the Arabians, about the 9.h century, and after the

ruin of the empire, made themfelves mailers of it A-

bout anno 1190, Roger, the Norman count of Sicily,

won this ifland from the Barbarians ; fiuce which time,
it has been always annexed to the kingdom of Sicily,
whole fortune it had ever followed.

The grand mailer, the council, and chief com-
manders got into the great port on the 26th

26. Gel. of October ; and, as loon as they were land-

1 5 30. ed, they went directly to the parochial church

of St. Lawrence, where, having paid their

firft homage to him whom the order acknowledge for

its only ibvereign, they went to the town, which is

fituated at the foot of the caftle of St. Angelo. The

grand mailer could hardly meet with a houle for him-

iclf to lodge in, they being no more than lb many fifh-

ermen's huts, in which the commanders and knights

difperied themielves. The grand matter took up his

quarters in the caftle ; and tome days after his entry, he

went and took poileflion of the capital, that lay further

up the country, and about the middle of the ifland.

'lis
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'Tis called by Ptolemy Meiita, after the name of the

whole ifland ; others give it the naine of die notable

city We are told-- that it was not then 1 ^00 paces ia

circumference : 'twas the uiual refideme of' the Uiihop.
The grand mafter, after his authority had been acknow-

ledged by a 1 the inhabitants, went through the whole

ifland to find out a place thai might be late, as well

as commodious, for the lettling of the council and the

whole body of knights.
We have already obferved, that the two greateft

ports were leparated from one another by a neck of

land or rock, called M/nint '^ceberras, which com-
manded them both This place appeared to him to be

very commodiouily fituated for the railing of a new ci-

ty. The grand mafter would have been very deiirous,

in caie the order could lubiift in the ifland, to fettle the

convent in that place ;
but as the circumftances of the

order at that time would not allow them to execute

fuch a delign, though judged to be Co very ufeful, the

grand mafter and council were obliged, in that infancy
of things, to fettle themielves in thecaftle of St.Angelo,
the only place of defence that was in the ifland, and

the knights tltfperfed themielves up and down the

town, which is fituated at the foot of the fort : this

was their lift refidence. This town had no fortifica-

tions, and was commanded on all fides. The grand
mafter built a wall round it, to prevent his being i'ur-

priied by the coriairs : they have iince added flanks to

it, with relTaults at certain diftances, agreeable to

the untvennefs and declivity of the ground. The grand
mafter did not intend to continue long in that place,
but was refolved, before he fettled himielf entirely

there, to make an attempt upon Modon, a rich and

populous city ; and a circumftance which gave him
the greateft fatisfadVion, was its little diftance from

Rhodes, which the order might be able to furprile, in

cafe a civil war fhould break out among the Turks, or

even attack openly in other conjunctures. He defigned,
in cafe the affair of Modon fhould mitcarry, and that the

order fhould be obliged to continue at Malta
;
to build

a-
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a new city upon that point of rock above mentioned;
which went by the name of Mount Sceberras. Bat
the immenfe i'ums the order had ipent for eight year*

together, for the fubuMlence of the knights and Kho-
dians in Italy ;. the different tranflations from Candia
to Meffina, from Meifina to CiviiaVecchia, frora

thence to Viterbo, from Viterbo to Nice, io Vdla

Franca, and other places in Italy ; and even Sicily,

where the knights, for their eaiier fubfiftence, were

dil'peried up and down, with the grand mailer's leave ;

£o many cruifings, voyages, journeys, traniinigraiions
of a whole body of people, of which that colony was

compofed, had quite drained the treafury of the or-

der, and would not allow the grand matter to execute

ib great a project He was- even ditlafted with every

thing he law in Malta ; the barrenneis of the ibil ;

their bread, which they were obliged to leek, as it

were, as far as Sicily ; the poverty of the inhabi-

tants ; their rull'C and lavage behaviour ; no place of

defence in cafe of an attack : fuch gloomy reflections

as thefe afflicted him very ienfibly, and awak'd, with

the utmofl: grief in his mind, the remembrance of

Rhodes, fo fruitful in corn, lb rich by its fleets and

armaments ; and moreover, the capital of five or fix

other iflands or ftrong holds, the moll inconliderable

of which was much better fortified than Malta. But

as rifle-Adam was informed with a
lpirit of braveiy,

and a greaineis of foul, iuperior even to the moll un-

happy accidents of life, he generoufly took his resolu-

tions at once; and without forgetting the enterprize of

Modon, devoted all his cares to the building lome
houles for the knights to dwell in, in order to make
their refidence in the ifland more lupportable. 'Twas
from this lad ellahlilhrnent that they borrowed the

name of Malta, inflead of that of the knights of

Rhodes, which they had made illuftrious by a conti-

nual feries of great aclions during upwards of 2Q.Q

years.

End of the third Volume.
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BOOK X.

TH E grand mailer had no fboner given the neceP

fary orders for the defence of

theifland of Malta, but he crofled to Villiers de
thatofGoza* he went all over it, l*Isle-Adam.
vifited thofe places where the corfairs 1 5 SO.

might make dcfcents, gave orders for

the building ofretrenchments, brought feverarpieces of

cannon, and ammunition and provifions into the caftle.

Icft a company of foot in it ; and, after having exhorted
the inhabitants to be inviolably true to the order, he
returned back to Malta, and immediately turned allliis

thoughts upon Tripoli : that
city of Africa;* which.

Vol. IV. A as
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as lias been already ieen, the order was fo unwilling t3

meddle with, by realbn of its wcaknels and diftance.

We before oblerved,^ that the chevalier Sangueflc
had been appointed governor of it by the commifli-

oners, who took poileflion of It in the name of the or-

der. The gi and malter, at the fame time that he fent

him a new reinforcement, confirmed him in that poft,

which could hardly have been filled up by a more wor-

thy perlonage : he was an antient knight, who had

fignalized himfclf in the laft fiege of Rhodes, by a great

number of heroic alliens, and who, by fighting under

the orders of the grand mafter, during fo long and

bloody a fiege, had acquired the art ofpreferving fuch

places as he (hould be intrufted with. This command-

er, Iceing him/elf greatly ftraitncd in Tripoli, by o-

ther neighbouring cities and towns, all of them inha-

bited by infidels, and people that had been formerly

fubjed to the king of Tunis, often fent different parties

againft theie Africans, who made incurfions into their

territories,, and ravaged the country.

Among thele feveral cities, inhabited by Mahome-

tans, Gienzor and Tachiro, or Tachora, had with-

drawn themfelves for fome years from the dominion of

the kings of Tunis : the garrifon of Tripoli ufed fre-

quently to take leveral prifoners, and make a confider-

able booty, even to the very gates of thofe cities. The

inhabitants of Gienzor, wearied out with the continual

attempts of theie troubleibme neighbours, made a trea-

ty with them; and Sangueffe, with the grand maftcr's

content, and in confideration of a certain fum, agreed

upon between them, granted them a peaee, and open-
ed a free trade on that fide.

The lord of Tachora, being more powerful than

thole of Gienzor, and mafter of a good port, would not

fo much as hear a word mentioned of a tribute. The

territoi7 of this check, or lord, of Tachora, on that fide

which lay towards Tripoli, confifted in a large plain,
* which extended itfelf within four leagues of that city

towards the eaft. This Ipacious plain was full of vil-

lages,
•

Bofio, t. 3. 1. y.
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iages, which furnifhed their lord with a pretty confi-

derable number of very brave horlemen and niusket-

teers, whole chief bufinels was robbing : thefe often

engaged with the Mahefe, and each party laid am-

bufcades for his neighbours. Things palTed 'n this man-

ner at firlt, with Iktle iofs on either fide, if we except

the death of the chevalier de Harlai, of the language of

France, occafioned by an excefs of courage, and too

little caution ; he being cut to pieces, with all the iol-

diers under his command, by the Tachorizins, who had

Iain in ambufli for him.

We fhould not have been fo particular in o-ir ac-

count ofthefe inroads, fo common between people that

liorder upon one another, and who are of a different

religion, had not rhefe petty wars afterwards given rue

to others, of much greater con-equence, and in which

the reader will obferve, that the arms of the knights of

St. John were no lefs ferviceable to the princes of

Chriftendom in Africa, than they had been before in

Afia, and during the time that the order redded in Pa-

leftine, and afterwards at Rhodes.

TwAS now fome time lince the civil wars being
kindled in the territories of Algiers and Tunis, the Ot-

toman Turks, or rather the corlairs, under their nam-,
in order to make their advantage of thefe divifions, had

feized upon fcveral places (ituated upon the coafts of

Barbary; leveral knights, and thofe even who had

difcovered the greateft difinclination for taking upon
themfclves the defence of Malta, propofed, at that

time, to the grand master, to turn all the efforts of the

arms of the order on that fide ; and thev reprelented
to him, that it would be impoffible for the order to

preferve fo weak a place as Tripoli was, au,d particu-

larly as it had no ground belonging to it, unlels they
covered it with new conquefts, and an extent ofground
that might furnilh fubfillence for the garrilbn. This

projedl was not without fome foundation ; but not to

mention, that the grand mafter, before engaging him-

lelf in this v/ar, was very defirous of letting theie in-

fidels weaken and deftroy one another 3 he, bciides,

A 2 bad
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had devoted all his thoughts to a deGgn which had
been formed for many years, and from the fuccefs of

which, he promifed himielf, that the order would draw

advantages that were much more confiderahlc.

Mo DON, at this time, engroifed all his thoughts j it

was the (ble object of his defircs, and every thing that

might bring him nearer to Rhodes, appeared like ano-

ther Rhodes in his eyes, or, at leaft, as a means that

might one day make it a more eafy conqueft : fb that

he rcfolved, before he would abiolutely fix his reli-

dence in Malta, or engage his order to lay out thofc

immenfe fums that muft necelTirily be employed, be-

fore that ifkmd, which was open on all fides, could

be put in a Hate of defence, to endeavour to furprife

I\lodon, by the help of the intelligence he had in that

place.
In this view,* he took into the order's pa)^ a good

number of (bidiers, who had lately ferved at the Gegc
of Florence. This fiegc the pope and emperor had un-

dertaken in concert ; and theie princes, aficr having
made themlelves mafters of that great city, had reflor-

ed the Medicis to their authority in it. The chevalier

Salviati, who was related to that pope, and prior of

Rome, by the grand maftcr's command, brought thcle

forces to Malta, on board fix gallies, well armed, three

of which belonged to the order; the viceroy of Sicily

had lent the fourth ; and James Grimaldi, a Gcnocle

lord, and an excellent feaman, had hired two others,

which belonged to him, at the rate of i ooo crowns

per month, and they agreed that he (hould command
them in perfon, as long as this expedition fhould laft.

The grand matter, not being able to leave Malta,
as its chief (Irength lay in his preience. named the prior

of Rome general of the enterprile; and the chevalier

de Boniface, bailifof Manoiquc, was to command the

fleet, during the time that the general (hould be afhorc,

and employed in befiegingModon. Thele gallies were

to be accompanied with brigantines of a different bulk,

with men and ammunition on board j and two trading

velTcls,

»
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veflels, loaded with planks, which they intended to

employ for the execution of the enterpri.e, were en-

trufted to JohnScandali, aGreekChriftian, of theiflaiid

of Zante, and (on to one of the two renegadocs; and

to Janni Necolo, who was alio a GreeK. Chiiftian;

both of whom were well known at Modon, by the

daily traffic v/hich they carried on to that place.
Besides a great number of knights, who went on

board for this expedition, the vilcount Cigale, a fa-

mous privateer, and brother to the cardinal of that

name, otiered his lervice to the grand mailer; and ac-

cordingly joined the fleet of the order with iwo garl-

lies well armed, that were his own, and which he

commanded in peribn.
BiZFOKE this armament fet fail from the ports, (eve-

ral councils were held upon the execution of this en-

terpriie ; when, after a variety of projects, the grand
mailer concluded upon this, that the galiies, biigan-
tines, and other linall vtflels, fhoiild lie hid along the

coaiLS of the little illand of Sapienza, which jay ov'er

againft iModon ; that towards the cloie ol the ev-ening,

they (hould bring up two trading vtfTcis, freighted, in

outward appearance, with timber and plauics, under
Tvhich a conliderable number ofknighis, and brave fol-

diers fliould lie concealed ; that young Scandali, un-
der pretence of dellring to come with his (hip to an

anchor, and trading there, and in concert with his fa-

ther, fhould advance to the foot of the tower of the

mole, which was about 500 paces from the place, and
that he fhould xeize upon it : that younq Scandali's af-

fbciate Ihould go to another fide, at the entrance ofthe
harbour, when, after having been vifited, for form's

fake, by Qiiir Calojan, the other renegado, the dire(5tor

of the cuftoms, he fhould retire in the dark to his houle ;

that the next day at the opening of the gate, the fbl-

diers, which lay concealed in the two brigantines,
fnould unite in a body, in order ta make themielves
mafters of that gate; that a cannon fhoald immediate-
ly be fired, to give notice of it to the general, who
faould leave the iiland of Sapieiua that very moment,A 3 fliould
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(hould put his forces on board, and throw himfelf into

the place through that gate which (hould be leized.

The prior of Rome, who was at the head of this ex-

pedition, let fail from the port ofMalta on the

1 55 1 . 1 7th ofAuguft ; and after having failed pro-

17. Aug. pitioully for feveral days together, would
not put in at the ifle of Sapienza, but in the

night time. He hid his little fleet in the lafeft road

of the whole ifland, and which was lead expoled ;

when, having taken down the flags and mafts of his

gallies, he lent Statigoguloand Marquet, the two Rho-
dians above mentioned, to Modon, to lee whether or

no the two renegadoes had not changed their inclina-

tions, and whether they were ftill mailers of their pofts,
and capable of keeping their word. The two Rhodi-

ans went into Modon dilguiied like merchants, law the

two renegadoes ; when, having found them fixed and

relblved, immoveable, and even impatient to fignalize
themfelves in the execution of that enterprise, they en-

gaged them to go over with them into the illand of Sa-

pienza, to confer with the prior ofRome upon thatfub-

jedt. This general gave them a very civil reception^
and after having confiimed to them, in the grand maf-

ter's name, the promiles of a fplendid reward, which
the two Rhodians had made to them, he darted ieveral

difficulties, to all which they returned very fatisfaflory

anfwers. They added; that all lay in the difpatch that

. fliould be made in the execution; and in order to make
Salviatirefolve upon it at once, they reprefented to him,
that tlic fole realbn of the order's failing in its attempt

• npon Rhodes, was owing to its dilatorinels and exce(s

of caution : but this general, fearing a double intelli-

gence, and left thole Greeks, after having renounced

the faiih, (hould not fcruple to betray and deliver him

\]p to the Turks, he required them, before he engaged
himfelf further in that affair, to carry to Modon the

commander Sciatele, a Roman ; the chevalier de Broc,
a Frenchman, of the language of Provence ; and figni-
or James Grimaldi ; in order, that as they would be upon
the

ijpotp they would all three be able to judge whether

the
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the enterprize might be undertaken with
fafety, and

afterwards agree among themielves upon the final mea-
fares for the landing of the troops and the

attacking
the place.
These two renegadoes, in companywith the knights,

difguifed like merchants, arrived in the port of Modon
in the evening, as if they were returned from the ifland
of Sapienza, upon fome affairs

relating to their traffic.

Scandali, the father, who commanded in the tower of
the mole, under pretence of giving the/e pretended mer-
chants a fupper there, flicwed them how

ealily they
might make themfelves mafters of it ; and, with the
fame

view,^ they went and lay at the other renegadoes
houfe, which was near the city-gate, and of which he
had entrance free, in quality ofdiredtor of thecuftoms.
The knights appeared fatisfied with the diipolition of
the two Greeks ; and then the fon of Scandali, a Chrif-

tian, and who, as was already observed, would not a-

poftatiic as his father had done, brought them back the
next day to the ifland of Sapienza.
The knights, at their return, declared \o the gene-

ral, that their opinion was, the two renegadoes were
fmcere in the affair ; but thai after all, a man could not
be too cautious and ciicumi]'e<^, when he had to deal
with traitors ; that they even met with great difficultiesm the execution of that enterpriic; thai notwithftand-

ing Scandali commanded in the tower of the mole, yet
the janizaries, who were upon guard there, would not
fail, upon the leaft ftir that Ihould be made, to take

up arms againft rhem ; that upon the noile, which is

unavoidable in occafions of that nature, and on the no-
tice which the governor of Modon would receive of it

he would immediately order all the city gates to be
fhut J and that the garrifon and the inhabitants would
.foon be able to repulie all fuch as fiiould attack them.
Thefc difficulties, and even thoie which in fuch like
occafions can fcarce ever be forefeen, fuipended for
Ibme time the defire the general had of attempting this

enterprife. Young Scandali, who faw through part oi
the general's fufpicions; told him that the only reafbii

of
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of his father's fending for him from Z.mtc, and making
him privy to that cjefign, was to put him into his hands

by way of hoftage^tiii fuch time as he (hould have per-
formed his promile, and that he dcfired no othei- than
to continue on board his gallies ; that as for the Jani-
zaiies in the tower of the mole, who were very few in

number, his father would find a method to fend them
at a didance, under various pretences, and that he re-

Iblved to ma;.c them drunk, andby that means preveqt
their being able to oppofe the entrance of the knights
into the tower ; moreover, that his fa:hcr and his af-

fociate never intended to carry the place by open force;
that it would be impoflible for them to liicceed any o-

-ther way than by iurpriie ; that his only feai- wa.s, that

the fufpicion of the general had been owing to the

great eaie wiih which it might be executed. In fine,

this young man, whole brcall glowed with zeal and

bravery, fliewed them how eaiy, as well as advanta-

geous it woi Id be to niake their conqucfl lure, i'o that

the whole council reiblved to continue no longer infuf-

penle ; and accordingly fent young Scandali to his fa-

ther, to afTure him that they would make their attempt
that very evening.
With this view, the general embarked feveral

knights, and aconfiderable number of iblditrs on board

two feluccas, who were hid under the planks, with

which thofe vefTels feemed to be fieighted, and which
were defigned to aflift tlie troops that were on board

the gallies
in their landing. Stefi Marquet the Rhodi-

an, who had been fo ierviceable to Bofio in drawing up
the plan of that conipiracy, was on board the fii ft bri-

gantine, which, in thole da)- s was called a gripi^ and

advanced to the entrance of the port in the evening.

Calojan, who had the guard of it, in quality of direc-

tor of the cudoms, pretending not to know him, went

on board his fhip ; when, after having vifited it for

form's fake, and to prevent all I'ufpicion, he made his

report thereof to the governor, telling him that it was

a Imall vclfel loaded with planks, wlxich he laid a mer-

chant
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chant was coming to fell to Ibme workmen in the city;

upon which the governor gave iiini leave to acmit her

in.

The men who were hid in th's felucca, in the di(^

guile of (ailors, befriended by the darkneis, and under

the pretence of their being obliged to let out very early

the next morning, put afhore thele planks, and other

pieces of wood, with which they formed a kind of

bridge oppoftte to that gate of the city v/hich they in-

tended to furprile, in order to aflift the landing of the

forces that were on board the gallies ; after which they
retired into the houfe of the renegade, where they Ipent
the reft of the night.
Young Scandali, who was in the other felucca,

came much about the fame time, and caft anchor at tiie

point of the tower ; and as his father commanded in

it, and he himfelf came frequently thither from the ifle

of Zante, where he inhabited; the Janizaries of the

tower, with whom he was very familiar, made no

fcrupleto admit him, and accordingly he entered into

this tower in company with eight other Greeks in a

Turkifh drefs, who fpoke that language fluently, and

who pretended to be foldiers belonging to the garrifons
of Lepanto and Patras. His father, as had been con-

certed, difperled fome of his guards upon different cora-

milfions, and invited the reft to fupper. In the inidft

of their gaiety and good cheer, they gave them an ex-

cellent Greek wine to drink, which, he laid, his fon

had brought him in his felucca. The real Turks,who
thirfted after that liquor with greater eagerncfs, as they
were prohibited to drink it by their law, poured it

down in great quantities, and were foon drunk. The
Greek Chriftians, difguiled like Janizaries, taking their

advantage of that lethargic drowlinefs that ufually at-

tends upon drunkcnnels, let into the tower all thofe

knights and foldiers that lay concealed in the brigan-

tine; when they cut the throats of Ibme of the Turks,
bound others, made themfelves mafters of the tower,
all which was done during the filence of the night,
without the Icaft noite, iaibmuch that the governor,

whole
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whole houfe was about five hundred paces from the

tower, had not the leaft notice of it.

On the other fide, the renegado Calojan; at day-

break, and at the opening of the gate, prelented him-

felf at it with fome knights, difguiled like Tailors, and

who had (pent the night in his houle j they made a

halt at the gate, in order to give time to the other fbl-

diers, who were hid in the two brigantines, to advance

forwards; when immediately the two companies joii;ied

in a body, making in all about qoo men. Upon their

approach, the pretended Jailors, who ftood at the entry
of the port, drew their Iwords, fell upon the guards,
cut fome of them to pieces; when the main body ad-

vancing up, (eized on the gate, and imagined the city
was their own. Immediately a cannon was fired by
way of fignal to the general, that he fhould advance

immediately with his gallies ; during which, the Chri-

flian forces, inftead of marching diredly up to the

caftle, where the governor had withdrawn himfelf,

leaving only a guard at the city gate, they threw them-

felves into thole houfes that {lood nearefttoir, in order

to plunder them ; they here committed all the outrages
ufual on fuch like occalions, and in places taken by

furprife, or carried by ftorm and fword in hand. The

inhabitants, in order to fiiunthe firft fury ofthe foldiers,

fled for flielter into the caftle, when the governor put

weapons into their hands ; and having advice that

there was but a very fmall number of the Chriftians, and

that the greateft part of them were roving up and down
in fearch of plunder, he made a fallyat the head of his

garrifon, and of the inhabitants, charged briskly thele

plunderers, who were difperfed, and killed feveral at

the firft onfet : when their common danger uniting
them again in one body, they rallied, made head, and

endeavoured to maintain themfelves in their leveral

pofts, till fuch time as the gallies Ihould come up.
Both parties fought with equal fury ; the knights, who
faw every moment the braveft of their troops drop, gave
themfelves over for loft, when no reinforcement came :

but they did not know that a very high and contrary-

wind
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wind had hindered the general from hearmg the fignal;
in/bmuch that it was noun before he had notice, by a

bark, which young Scandali difpatched to him, that

the knights were got into the
city, and engaged with

the garrifon of the caftlc. Immediately he hafted to

the place, and with as much fpeed as the crew of his

gallies could poffibly make, landed without the lead
obftacle ; and after having, according to the rules of

war, left a body of men under the command of the
chevalier d'Humieres to guard the gallies, and in the
tower of the mole, he advanced at the head of the bo-

dy under his command, joined thole who were fight-

ing with the governor and the garrifon ; when imme-

diately his bravery and the fuperior number of his for-

ces, (bon obliged him to take refuge in the caftle. As
^ it would be impofTible to force him there without ar-

tillery, he lent for feveral pieces of cannon from on
board his gallies ; but whilft they were employing
themlelves in fetching it from thence, the governor was
fuccoured : for no fooner had he fecn thefirft body of

knights in the place, but he difpatched couriers to the

neighbouring cities, and to the governor of the pro-
vince, to give him notice of the defcent and attack of
the Chriftians. Happily for the governor ofthe caftle

the fangiac of the province was at the head ofa conli-
derablc body of troops, which, by Solyman's order, he
was immediately to march to the frontiers ofHungary
where the grand feignior was then making war. The
fangiac, who was encamped not far from Modon, at
the firft news he heard of the enterpriie of the knights,
^rew out (bme troops of horfe for that place, where
they arrived with the utraoft diligence, and were let

into the caftle by a gate that lay towards the country,
at the fame time that the Turkifti general advanced
himfelf at the head of 6000 foot. The governor of
the place having ordered his cavalry to difiuount, in
order to bring them fooner to an engagement, fallied
out at their head, and charged the knights with his
whole garrifon. Though the prior of Rome faw that
the infidels were reinforced, he neverthelefs ftood their

attack with the greateft courage j when cutting to

pieces
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pieces the braved of his horfemen, and takiHa feveral

of them piifoners, he forced the reft to flicker them-
felves behind the fortifications of ihe caftle. Never-

thele(s, being informed by the prifoners he had taken,
that the fangiac would infallibly be at Modon before
fun fet, and not having forces enough to make head

againft him, ^nd befiege the place in form, and as he
had not expelled I'uccefs in his enterpri Ic but from the

advantage of a furprile, he (aw him elf, fo contrary to
his delires, reduced to the necefllty of returning on
board his fhips, which gave him the greateft uneafi-

nefs.

But before he commanded a retreat to be founded,
he, after having blocked up the ports of the caftie by
a good retrenchment, abandoned the whole city to be

plundered by the foldiers. The richeft houfes in it

were now become their prey ; nay, the kn'ghts them-

fclves, and the principal officers, had a hand in this not

over honourable, though profitable employment. There
is no expreffing the riches they carried off out of this

city i but that which gave the inhabitants ftill greater

pain, was their tranlporting on board their gallies or

fhips, upwards of 800 married women and maidens,
whom they made prilbnersand flaves. Among thele la-

dies of Modon, chance having thrown a young Turkifli

woman of cxquifne beauty into the hands of the vif-

count of Cicala, he carried her to Mefllna, had her bap-
tized, made her his wife, and had a fon by her, Scipio
Cicala by name, whom a variety of adventures brought
afterwards to Conftantinople, when turning Mahome-
tan, and fignalizing hlmlelf by his bravery, he attained

to the dignity of general, when he revenged the Turks
for the Tack of Modon. The knights abandoned the

city a lit'.le before {im-(et, and embarked with all the

forces, without meeting with the leaft oppofition, or

fuftaining the leaft lofs, if we do nor look upon the ex-

pencc of that armament as a very confiderable one ;

which was not any v^'ay compenfated by the plunder of

ihe city of Modon, that fell only into private hands.

The
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The grand mafter, upon the return of his gallies,
was informed of the ill fuccefs of the enterpnic,"\vhich
^ave him great uneafmefs ; but as his courage had been
always fuperiorto the moft unhappy revolutions of for-

tune, he from that time judged, that providence had de-
creed that his order fiiould letile at Malta, and there-

upon turned all his thoughts to the
fortifying of ihat

jfland, and to put it in a condition to brave the infults
and incurfions of the corlairs.

Whi LST he was
entirely taken up with thefe cares

fo worthy a fovereign prince, there happened another
accidcat, which put his patience and refblution to a
freih trial. Baltazar Waltkirk, bifliop of Malta, be-
ing dead, the emperor was to name the perfon who
was to fill that dignity ; and the oider, purl'uant to the
treaty made with that prince, was to propofe three cc-
clefiafticks to him, one of which at leaft was to be
•choien from among his

fubjefls. The grand mafter
and. council preiented to the viceroy of

Sicily, brother
PontusLaurencin,of the language ofAuvergne; brother
Thomas Bolip, an Italian, and vice chancellor of the
order; and brother Dominic Cubclle of the lanpuase
of Arragon, and and the emperor's vafTal. The grand
mafter, to recompence in the perlbn of Thomas Bofio
the great merit and important ibrvices which the com-
mander his brother had done to the order, would have
been very well plealbd that the emperor's choice had
fallen upon him ; and

accordingly acquainted the
pope with his views. This pontiff, to whom the com-
mander m his lifetime had been one of his privy cham-
berlains, and of whole fervices he had always retained
a grateful remembrance, wrote to this prince upon that
fubjea ; and not.only told his embaffador, that h,e ftiould
think himielf very much obhged to the emperor if he
would declare in Eofio's favour, but alib gave orders
to fignior Salviati, who was his relation, and the priorof Rome's father, to write in his name to cardinal Cam
pejus, who was at that time in the emperor's court in
quality of legate.; latere, to be veryearneft in tbliciting
tor that nommation. The emperor gave a very agrce-
VoL. IV. B \4
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able reception to theic good offices of his holine/s, and
ordered his embafTador, who redded at Rome, to afTurc

him, that he would give him in a little time all the la-

tisfaftion he could wifh for, withrefpcfl to the birtiop-
rick of Malta: but this prince, who never beftowed
his favours but with the utmoll circumipedlon, whe-
ther it were that he intended to obtain feveral others
from the pope, or that he had not time to attend to

this affair, he deferred the nomination of Bolio. But
at laft, after he had engaged the pope and the order in

a league againfl: the Turks, he then, and not before,
declared publickly the nomination of Bolio to the bi-

flioprick of Malta j when he gave the inftrument of it

to the embafTador of the order, who refided at that

time at his cou t.

This minifter being very fenfible that this nomina-
tion would give the grand mafter no iinall latisfa<5lion,

difpatched a courier with the inftrument of it. The
grand mafler received it with great demonftrations of

joy, which he divided with th? bifhop elcd, to whom
he gave the iirft account he had received of his nomi-
nation to that dignity. All the knights that were at

that time in the ifland, congratulated one another; and
as the prieftliood and the empire had equally confpired
in this ele<5lion, they looked upon that affair as happi-

ly ended. The grand mafter, in order to have it feal-

cd as it were, and compkrely concluded, would have

Bofio take out his bulls himfelf,and get himfelf conle-

crated at Rome. He likeways had him accompanied

by an embafTador extraordinary, whom he di (patched
to the pope, to thank him for the continuation of his

favour and kindnels to the order ; and the embafTador

was moreover ordered at the fame time to preieni the

bifhop ele<ft to his holinefs.

Both ofthefe being arrived at Rome defircd to be

admitted to an audience of the pope, which they ob-

tained. The embafTador, when he pre(entcd Bofio to

him, told him, that he was ordered by the grand ma(^

ter and council to thank him for all his good offices

with the emperor, and for his having engaged that

prince
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prince to prefer Bofio to one of his fubjctfls: But how
greatly was this miniftcr, and he who accompanied
him, furprifed, when he heard the pope utter the fol-

lowing words : That the church of Malta was already
provided with a paftor; that he had already named
cardinal Ghinucci to that bifhoprick; that he could not

poflibly have given a more illuftrious teftimony of his

condant and unalterable afFe<a:ion to the order, than by
filling that dignity with one of the molt worthy men in
the church, and a cardinal of ib great merit ; that his

eminency was going to fend a grand vicar to Malta, to
take pofreffion of that dignity in his name, and that he
hoped he would not meet with the lead obdacle or op°
poiition in it.

Though the embafTador was thunder-ftruck, as ir

were, with a difcourfe which he fo little expected, he
neverthclefs anfwered him, that the grand mafter and
council would ever pay the higheft deference and fub-
miffion to his orders; but, continued he, the only dif-

ficulty in this affair is with refpefl to the emperor, whom
alone it concerns, and ihe manner in which he may
take fo furprifing a change. Upon which the pope,
raifing his voice, replied,

<* The right of providing"
for that church, ever Once the property of that ifland

''
devolved to other owners, has been lodged in us," and not in Charles." And thereupon diliniiTed the

embaflador and Bofio, who accordingly withdrew in
the deepeft vexation of mind, and covered with (hame
and confulion.

The grand mafler himfelf was not lefs furprlfed and
afflided. His conftancy wanted, as it were, no more
than this laft trial; but he bore it with his ulual Itea-
dinefs and relblution. In order to get clear of Co
ticklifh an affair, and to hold the fcales even betweea
two powers, with both whom his intercft obliged hiin
to keep equal meafures, he thcuglit proper, before he
himlelftook notice of the affair, to fee how the empe-
ror v/ould aa in it. He indeed could not pofTibly have
taken a morejudicious (lep; for Charles V. who found
that his honour and dignity were Ilruck at by the pope's

JB 2 con-
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condua, made Bofio's affair hjs ^^„ This prince,
though fo guarded in all his exprcfTions, was not mal^
ter enough of himfclf to. prevent his refentments from
breaking out.

Sangro, one of his hiftorians, pretends,
that in the hrft emotions of his rage and indignation,he was heard to fay, that he had never repolcd any
confidence m that pope, and that becaufe he had ob-
ferved there was always fome latent craft in all his ac-
tmns ; and that the emperor added, he then owned to

hJsfliame; that he had been over-reached in that affair,
which was owing to his not having fufEciently mil"-
nufted the eager and importunate manner, in oatward
appearance, in which he himlelf folicitcd for the no-
mination of Bofio. 'Tis probable, that the uneafinefs
Charles V. felt to find himielf bubbled by the pope, in
?-n art

vyherein
he imagined he was fo greatly his iupc-

nor, might have drawn thoie bitter complaints from
liim. But whatever he might fay, which perhaps
inight be to Ibothe his resentments, it appears by the
tcftimonics of ail hillorians, that the pope in his oifir
ces aded at firft with great fmcerity. His change of
mind v/as not the relult ofany premeditated defign ; but
'tis pretended, that the only reafon of the pope's fup-
planting the emperor, was to revenge himfelf for his,

deferring lb long to nominate Bofio: and that in ths
uncafinels it gave him, he could not forbear crying
out, with relation to that affair, at a time when he wal
fomplaining about it to fome cardinals,

" That when" a fovereign pontiff (looped fo low as to fue and
*^

intreat, bis intreaties and ofHccs ought to be recciv-
*' ed as commands." Others maintain, that without

feeking in this change for fuch a refinement of venge-
ance, of which his genius was not over capable, this

pope had refleded, or that his minifters had made hira
take notice, that in confideration of the great efteem
and credit which moft of the knights had in all the
courts of Europe, and above all, of that great height
of power to which that military order had raifed itfelf,
it no ways fuited the interefts of the holy fee, that the

emperor, and the kings of Sicily, his fuccelTors, fhould

leferve
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relcrve to themfelves the right of nominating to the bi-

ftiopric of Malta, which gave the pei Ions ih nominated a

privilege ofentering into the council, and even the Hrft

leat in it after that of the grand mailer ; that a CLinn"ng
and intriguing bifiiop, taking his advantage of the

troubles which frequenty diiUirbed Italy, might en-

gage the knights in parlies oppolite to thoie of the pope.
In a word, that they ought never to fuffer a religious

order, that was continually in arms, that lay lb near

Italy, and which had forces and a fleet at its command,
fliould he dependent on any other power than that of
the holy fee.

Whatever might have been his motive, which
was not without fome foundation ; and whatever in-

ftances the emperor might make to oblige the pope to

defift from the nomination of cardinal Ghinucci ; this

pontiffwas fixed and immoveable upon that article, at

the fame time that he appeared to be in the moft per-
fed intelligence with regaid to Charles V. and that

which might induce us/io believe, that his fteadineis

was not the rcfult of refentment, is, that lying at the

point of death, and in thole precious moments which
decide our fate to all eternity, and in which all the

paffions vanifh and difappear, he lent for cardinal Ca-

raffa, whom he knew to be a zealous adherer to the
intereftsof the holy fee, and charged him to reprefent
to his fliccelfor, that he was obliged in confcience to

maintain ftrenuoufly the nomination he had made of
Ghinucci. But as the lafl dehres and intentions of
even the moft abfblute monarchs are generally buried
with them in their graves, Paul III. who fucceeded

Clement, having received letters from the emperor,
written in the moft urgent terms ; and being moreover

defirous, for the fake of his own private infereft with

r'efped to his family, to keep in favour with fo power-
ful a prince, herelblved to give him fatisfadiou. Ac-

cordingly I hey began to treat of the affair, when an ex-

pedient was found out to reconcile the interefts of the
two competitors. Bofio, after having proiecuted his
affair for three years together, and ipent immenfe Cums
m the court of Rome, and in fuing for the emperor's

B 3 favour.
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favour, at laft obtained his bulls ; but upon condition
of paying the cardinal an annual penfion of 9000 li-

yrcs
: and the emperor, who imagined he was obliged

in honour to make Bofio enjoy the biHioprick of Mal-
ta in all its latitude, fmce he had procured it for him,
in order to indemnify him for the penfion, gave him
an abbey in Sicily of the like value. Notwithftand-
mg that this affair was not ended till the pontificate of

Paul III. I imagined myfelf obliged to anti-

1536. cipatc the conclufion of it, for the lake of
the reader, to prevent our being obliged to

return to the fame incident by digreffions, which of-
ten confound and interrupt the thread of the narra-
tion.

In the mean time, the ftcadinefs and refolution
which Clement had difcovered in maintaining the no-
mination of cardinal Ghinucci, had not any way cool-
ed the zeal he had difcovered againft the infidels. Ac-
cordingly he joined a good number of his gallics to
thofe of the emperor ; and writing a brief, couched
in the mod urgent terms, to the grand mafter, this

prince immediately put to fea the great carrack, with
the gallies and fhips of the order for his quota. We
may juftly affirm, that the order did not want thefe
exhortations from the pontiif to induce it to put to fea
thefe armaments: for the knights, agreeable to the fpi-
rit of their inftitution, and out of gratitude for the fa-

vours they had received from Charles V. were always
ready to furnilh him with the moft powerful fuccours,
whenever war was to be made againll the infidels.

There were few engagements, as will be feen in the

fcquel, either in Afia or Africa, wherein the flandards
of St. John were not feen waving in the emperor's ar-

my.
August the 8th, this fquadron join'd the emperor'^

fleet commanded by the famous Andrew Doria, prince
of Melphi. That of the Turks, confiding of 70 fail,
was at that time in the gulph of Larta, or de la Pre-
Vefa. Doria, in his courfe, met with 60 Venetian

gallies near Zantff j when he propofed to Vincent Ca-

pello.
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pcllo, a noble Venetian, who was general of them, the

joining of their fleets, after which they fhould force

Gallipoli, and carry their arms as far as
Conftantinople,

which they would find draiu'd of its ordinary garri/bn j

Solyman, he (aid, having drawn it from thence to rein-

force the army which he commanded in perfon upon
the frontiers of Hungary. But the Venetians, who
were Co very caieful not to give any umbrage to the

Turks, that they often fuffered themielves to be inful-

ted, without daring ih much as to refent
it, excufed

themfelves from fharing in this enterpriie, by faying,
that ihey had promiled the grand ieignior to be neuter
in this war. The Chriitian fleet being at that time be-
tween the ifland of Sapienza and Modon, they propol^
cd the befieging of the latter. The prior of Rome and
the knights declared themfelves for that opinion, who
would have been very glad to attempt by open force,
the conqucft of a place which they had failed tofurprizc
the year before. But the Ibldiers, who had little elfe

for their pay but what they might get by plunder, dif^

covered the utmoft rclu<5tancefor that
enterpri/e ; and

did not icruple to iay, and that pubiickiy enough, that

they would not expofe their ives in
attacking fo ftron?

a place which the knights had glean'dlb thoroughly the

year befoi e that they had let-t nothing to indemnify
the vidorious for all their loil. Ihe council of war
thought themielves obliged to wink at dilcour/es which
they would have puniftied, had the foldiers been duly
paid ; and thereupon reiolved upon the liege of Coron,
a place, whole fortifications were much weaker than
iho'e of Modon, and which was not above twelve
miles diftant from it by land.

Co R o N, or Corona, the antient Chceronea^ the coun-

try of Plutarch, that great philolbpher, and celebrated

hiftorian, is lituated to ihe left of cape Gallo, and is

in the fliape of a fcalcne triangle, or that whole fides

are unequal: one of the angles looks towards a craggy
rock; the other two are feen from the gulph ofCoron,
which ferves almoft as a port to the tov/er j but thele

angles are not wafhcd by the waves, and one may eafi«
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ly, by coafting along them, go round this fortrefs j
which was liin-ounded with a wall built after the an-
tique fafliion, oF no great ftrcugih, but flanked with
lix tov/ers of auticnt (tradure.

DoRiA having taken a view of its fituation, landed
his troops, after which he brought up his gullies, and
placed them behind his high built ihips, and particu-
larly the great canack of the order, which, firing over
the gallles, beat down moft of the fortifications of the
place. All the

artillery of tholb fhips, and two bat-
teries which they had railed on ihore, having made a
wide breach, the count of Sarno, and Mendoza colo-
nel ofa Spanifh regimen:, were command^id to attempta florm, which they accordingly did with the utmoft
bravery; nor did they meet with lefb courage in the
Turks> who killed three hundred of iheir foldiers
with leveral officers, and wounded a much greater
number. The priors of Rome and of

x-^uvergnc, who
advanced to their fuccour, took their places; they were
botli come from on board the great carrack, at the
head of two hundred knights, and five hundred foldi-
ers in the order's pay, Tliis Ibcoiid affaalt was full
as bloody as the firft. Unhappily for the

beliegers,
their ladders were too fnort for the height of the walls'
fo that the knights were forced, in order to gain the
top of the breach, to catch hold of the wall, and to
climb it by main ftrength of their hands and feet.

In this difadvantageous fituation, they found them-
felves expoled to the fire of the Imall arms, and annoy-
ed by the crofs-bows; nor were ftones, fire-works, and
fcalding oil fpared on this occafion. Great numbers
of them loft their lives by thelc different weapons ; but
as they had all taken a relblution of being cut to pieces
at the foot of the walls, rather than give over the
florm, they, after having called upon the name of St.

John, which was their watch-word, pufhcd forward
with fo much fury, and crouded fo fall one upon ano-
ther, that they at lafl lifted up the foremoft to the top
«>fthe breach, when they made themfelves mailers of
iXy and planted the great flandard of the otder upon it»

The
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The armies, both of fea and land, fhouted for joy at

the fight of this fignal of vidory. Thele acclamations
made the befieged believe that the Chriftians were maf-
ters of the place ; upon which, liich ofthe inhabitants

as were ftill intrenched in different parts of the city,
and the garrilbn of the caflle, let up a white flag,
which was ibon followed by a capitulation. The native

Turks and their houics were Ipared^ but thoie of the

Jews were abandoned to the loldiers. Doria, after

this, went and befieged Patras, which he took ; at the
feme time that the gallies of the order made themfelves
maflers of the caftle of Ardinel, aud other forts fituat-

ed along the coaft, which made but very little refift-

ance. Aher this expedliion, as the winter was draw-

ing near, the different Iquadrons, of v/hich the Chrif-

tian fleet was compofed, /eparated, and retired into

their re(pe(5tive ports.
The year following, the Turks, who did not care

to be lolers, made a powerful armament to recover Co-
ron ; and as foon as the fealbn permitted them to keep
the lea, a famous corfair, named the Moor, by Soly-
nian's order, blocked up that place with four great gal-
lies, at the fame time that another Turkifli general be-

fieged it by land.

Doria was no fooner informed of their defigns,
but he immediately put to iea, and was reinforced by
the pope's gallies, and thofc of the order, commanded
by the prior of Rome. The Chriftian fleet advanced
in good order

againfl: the infidels ; the foldiers called
out aloud for battle, but Doria, who had as much bra-

very as experience, whether it were from prudential
motives, or in order to perpetuate himfelf in the com-
mand, ever avoided coming to a decifive battle ; and
ufed to fay frequently, that he never loved" to be in
thofe engagements wherein fortune had a greater fiiare

than the condudt of the general. All de dcfigned was
to throw fuccours into the place, and afterwards retire :

in this view, he placed the great carrack of Malta at
the head of his fleet, from whence, as fj om a fort and
a citadel; he mauled the Turks prodigioufly. He then

gave
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gave orders to the captains under his immediate com-
mand, to take their advantage, during the fire and
fmokeofthe cannon, to run leveral barks full of fbl-
diers and ammunition into the place. This defign
was fo ill executed, that thefe Imall vefTcls were lud-

denly furrounded with the Turkifli gallies. Upon this
the Chriftians are feized with a panic ; fome throw
themielves into the main body of the army ; others,
who were got afhore, imagined they fliould more eafi-

ly avoid the fury of the nifidels. by throwing them-
felves into their boats ; but they crouded in llich great,
numbers, and with fuch great precipitation, that they
funk to the bottom, and thus hadencd their death by
endeavouring to fly from if.

The Turks being thus maflers of part of the con-

voy, fell afterwards upon the great fhips. The combat
was now become general; gallies attacked gallies, and

fliips engage v/ith
fhips. Doria on one fide, and the

prior ofRome on the other, come to the affiftaiice of
fuch as were moft briskly attacked ; their prefence in-

fpires the foldiers with frefh courage, and reftores or-
der in the fleet. Fortune foon fhifts fides ; the Chrif-
tians recover their fmall \t^^h, take feveral from the

Turks; and moreover, thole infidels having thrown
themielves fword in hand into a

fliip belonging to the

order, and being already maders of the upper deck,
another Maltefe Ihip comes up, which difengages that

belonging to the order, and makes the aflailants pri-
foners, whotri they load with the very chains which
they had deligned for thofe knights.

In fine, this great croud of mafls begins to thin by
degrees ; the great noife is lels dunning, by the death
of ibme, and the

flight of others. The viftorious Do'
ria throws provifions into Coron, fets fail again, pur-
fues the infidels, and feeks for frefli opportunities ta
immortalize his name.
The (quadron of the order being recalled by the

grand mailer, feparates from the body of the Chriftian

fleet, and returns into the ports ; Malta, Tripoli, the
coafts of Naples and Sicily being equally threatned by

JBarba-



ViLLiERS T>t l^Isle-AdAM Cra»cf Ma/fer, 23

BarbarofFa, captain of the corfairs of Barbary, who,
with 82 gallies. /coured thoie leas, and carried terror

and dread into all thole places, without any one's being
able to know where the ftorm would fall. As the old

city of Malta was but poorly fortified ; and the town,
where the convent refided, was commanded fiom feve-

ral placcsi and as the caftle of St. Angelo was the

only place it could retire to ; the council was of opini-

on, that they fhould leave only three hundred knights
to defend it ; that the grand mafter fhould retire into

Sicily, and tranfport thither the convent, the relicks,the
church ornaments, and the records and treafures of the

order. But this generous old man bravely rejected this

advice, with faying,
"

I have never yet fled from the
'* enemies of the crofs, and the world fliall never fee
^* me let fo bad an example to all my religious, only
*' for the fake of preierving the remains of a languifh-
^*

inglife." Upon which heimmediately lent an hun-
dred knights, with fome companies of foot, into that

tower, which went by the name of the Notable city,;
and raifed, as quick as poflible, and as well as the time
would allow, feveral advanced works to the tower of
the town. All the inhabitants of the ifland, by the

grand mafter's orders, took up arms ; and that the re-

licks and records of the order might be out of danger,
he lent them over into Sicily, where that precious

charge was preferved with the greateft care. After

having thus taken all thefe prudent meafures, he wait-

ed the arrival of the Barbarians with the utmoft refb-

lution; but their general took another courfe; he re-

turned to Africa, where he made fome attempts, of
which mention will be made in the fequel.
The grand mafter, who attended as much to the

prelervation of ftri(5l difcipline, as to the defence of the

ilate, took the advantage offummoning a general chap-
ter, during this interval, which the infidels allowed
him. Since the lofs of Rhodes, and duringthe (pace of

eight years, that the order, without having any lettled

habitation, had wandered up and down in different

places, leveral abufes had crept into the order, which
he
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he thought fit to remedy. The knights, at their firft ar-
rival atMaha, had made fhift with taking up their abodes
in ieparate houfes, in different quarters ofthe town, and
other places in the ifland, in oppofition to the cuftom
of the order, and what had been obierved at Rhodes,
where there was one quarter of the city called Colla-

chio, which was inhabited by the knights only, none
of the laity being allowed to dwell there. The grand
mafter, in concert with the chapter, reftorcd fo pru-
dent a regulation in Malta ; fo that all the knights
were obliged to have their dwellings near his, and un-
der the eye as it were of fo exad and vigilant a iuperl-
or.

^

'Twas from the fame
/jjirit of religion, that they

forbid the wearing of too pompous habits, lb oppofite
to that modefty and

fimplicity which Ihines with fo
much 1 lift re in a religious ; and lb far did they carry
the feverity of this regulation againft every thing that
had the leafl: air of a vain and oftentatious diftindion,
as to forbid all (lich commanders as were grand crofTcs

to wear it out of Malta
; and they were not allowed

to adorn themlelves with it, but on that day only when
they fet out from their refpeaive countries and com-
manderies, to return to the capital ofthe order.
From thefe particular regulations they proceeded

to the moft important affairs of government. The
chapter in a body had the treaty made with the em-
peror, relating to the eftablifhment of the order in the
ifland of Malta, reprefented to them, and confirmed it

by a folemn ad. They admit the appeals from the
common council to a full council, that is to fay, into
which rhey admitted, befides the great croffes, two of
the moft antient knights of each language ; but it was
agreed, that the appeal from this laft council fhould have
no fufpenfive cffed, and that the fentences, which
(hould be pronounced from this tribunal, fhould be
executed but by patent only, notwithftanding the ap-
peal

to the general chapter.
As the order was engaged in very great expences ;

as it maintained fiv or levcn gallies, without leckon-

ing the high built fhips and brigantinesi as it kept for-

ces
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CCi in the Iflands of Malta, of Goza and Tripoli in its

pay; as they were obliged io lupport the people who
were come with them from Rhodes, and to build a ci-

ty and an infirmary ; the chapter thought proper to

augment the relponiions upon the commanderies ofthe
order : and tiiey befought the grand maQer, v/hom they
knew to be entirely difintcrefled, to continue the care

he took of the adminiihation of the revenue.

The chapter ended with this lad regulation, the af-

jfembiy ofwhich would hare been very advantageous
to the order, had not a dilbrder broke out tov/ards the

conclufion of it, or a little after, in which fome of the

languages, engaging themfelves, came to blows, and
railed a tumult and a fcandal, which gave the highed:
uneafinefs to the grand mafter, and to the whole body
of the order.

The
fubjecft of this quarrel arofc from a private dif-

pute which happened between a Florentine gentleman,
a layjnan, one of the prior o^ Rome's domeftics, and
a young French knight, nephew to the commander
Servier, of the language of Provence. They fought^
and the French knight was flain. The uncle of the de-

ceafed, who prerended that the Florentine had uied
foul play in the duel, put himfelf at the head of his

friends, and went in fcarch of him ; when having met
him, attended in like manner with feme other gentle-
men of the prior's dependents, they fel: upon them,
wounded feveral, and obliged them to fly for their

lives, and take fandluary in the palace of their patron.
This nobleman, who was immenlely rich, a kinf-

man, and, as others lay, nephew to the pope, and ge-
neral of his gallies, and thofe of the order, had no lefs

than threefcoie per/bns, who were either lay-gentle-
men or Italian knights, in his fervice. Thele Immedi-
ately armed themielves, and rufhed out to revenae their

countryman; and without making any d'ftindllon be-
tween the languages of France, fell with tlie utmod:

fury upon all fuch Frenchmen as they met : they kill-
ed ibme, wounded feveral others, and railed a priva e

quarrel to an open and declared war between the two
Vol, IV. C nations.
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iiAlions. The knights of the languages of Auver^Tn?,
and of France, furpriled and enraged at fuch an inl'ult,

joined, thcmielves to thole of Frovcnce. The whole
nation met, and united thcmielves at the hou/c of the

chevalier de Bleville, in order to take vengeance for

that outrage. But the afTembly, before they carried

their reicntments to a greater height, lent deputies to

the grand mafter to lue for jufttce from his hands. Ac-

cordingly the grand mailer informed the prior ofRome
of their complaints, and ordered him at the fame time
to punifli the guilty.

Sa L VI ATI, proud of his being related to the reign-

ing pontiff, and who looked upon himfelf as another

grand mafter, contented himltlf with putting the moft
criminal of his gentlemen under an arrtfl on board his

admiral galley, and lent v/ord to the injured languages
to acquaint them that he would do them jufticc, after

he had enquired into the affair, thijiking this llifficient

fatisfa6lion. This haughty manner of proceeding, ib

oppofite to the genius of fo noble a republic, the leve-

ral members of which, thought theinlelves upon the

fame level, railed again the rclentments of the French

kaights. The prior's anlwer appeared to them to be
no more than a mere fliam, and purpolely calculated

to elude their juft complaints j and they did not fo

much confider the feizing of the criminals as a confine-

jTieni, as a means which that prior made ufe of tofcreeu

them from the authority of the laws, the jurildi<5lioii

of the council, and the judges of the order. Info-

much, that without confulting either themfelves, the

order, or the duties of true religious, they rurti out

well armed, throw themlelves into the prior*s galley,
make themlelves mafters of it, and, in their fury and

refentment, ftab four of fuch of the prior's gentlemen
who were under an arreft, who had either killed or

wounded their companions ; and proud of the fliame-

ful honour of a revenge, fo unworthy of their profef-

lion, they, after this bloody execution, come from on
board the admiral galley, as it were in triumph, and re-

hire to tlieir relpcdlve inns.

The
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The prior, exafperated at themafTacre of his gentle-

snen, calls all the knights of the language of Italy a-

bout him, and by his emiflaries, gains over to hisin-

terell the two languages of Spain, viz. Arragon and

Cafllle, who declare in his favour, and come armed to

his afliftance. The French, who were ftill in a body,

hearing of this confederacy, iiTue out afrefh from their

inns, and advance up to the prior's houfe in fearch of

their enemies ; thefe ply them with their musket-fhot,

and were anfwered by as brisk a fire. A diforder like

this had never happened in the order ever fincc its foun-

dation ; there was a dreadrul tumult in that quarter of

the city; in vain the grand mafter ordered them to re-

tire ; no command was obeyed ; no obedience v/as

fhewn ; difcord reigned in each quarter of the city j

each party obeyed no ordere, but fuch as fury, or the

tranfports of a mad paflion, infpired. f hey contin..cd

to fire on all fides; and the prior having lent for h.wQ

pieces of artillery from on board his galiles, the Frent h
on their fide brought a cannon, wiiich they levell:d a-

gainfi: his palace gate, in order to beat it to pieces:
and night, which was coming on» heightned the dif-

order and confuiion. The grand mafter, vexed to the

foul to fee his knights fighting againd one another,
was for going out, and trying wiiether his prelence

might not have the power to check the mutineers. But

the council, fearing led this venerable old man, in the

darknefs of the night, and in the midfl: of fo dreadful

a tumult, fhould happen to be wounded, conjured him
to keep in his palace, and fent in his (lead, and at the

head of the ganilbn of the caftle, the bailiff of Ma-

nofque, an anticnt knight, who was revered by both

parties, and that more for his wifdom than his dignity.
This nobleman, artfully intermixing jurt: reproaches
with the fofteft and mod engaging ex preffions, brought
both parties to hear him; after which, he obliged
them both to lay down their -arms. They all now di(-

perfed feverally ; the night calmed their fury and ani-

mofity; and fhame and repentance role with the dawn:
But the grand mafter did not tlunk proper to fuffer the

C z authors
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authors of a tumult, that gave Co ill a precedent, to go
unpun'flied ; accordingly he deprived twelve of the

habit ; and, if Bofio is to be credited, they threw into

the Tea ToiTie of the moft headftrong and fiubborn, who
refufed to own their crime, and were capable at the

fime time of perpetrating frefii ones, and renewing the

fedition.

How jufi: fbever this chaflifement might he, the

grand mafter was as much concerned at the punilh-
ment he had been obliged to infli<^, as at the crime.

This threw him iiito a tit of ficknefs, when he bewail-

ed himfelf, as of the greateft misfortune that had ever

befel him, for having fuwived the lols of Rhodes, on-

ly to be a melancholy witnefs of the violence and re-

bcll'on of his religious. The fear of worfe ftill to-

come, the pride and hacghtincls of his knights, dif-

guifed under the name of courage; and the luxury and

effeminacy of others, the unhappy fruits of the mofl

criminal pafTions, which, in Ipite of his example, and

the (e verity of his difcipline, had ah-eady crept into the

order: all theie (evcralcircumftances united, threw this

preat man into a dc;ep melancholy ; he now only lan-

'"suiflied away the poor remains of life : and theraelan-

choly news he continually received from England, the

coniequences oC which he forefaw would be fatal to the

order, brought him infenfibly to his grave.

Henry VIII. as was already ob/erved in the 9th

book, was then reigning in thatifland. This

1534. prince had married Catherine of Arragon,
the widow of his brother Arthur prince of

Wales, having obtained a difpcnfation from pope Ju-
lius II, to that purpofe, and had now lived eighteen

years with the queen his wife, in the fweeteft union

and moft perfcdl harmony ; when an inordinate pafli-

on for a young Engliili lady, raifed fome Icruples in his

mind with relpe<5l to the validity of his marriage; and

as if, in the midft of the tranfports of his pa(Iion, his

conicience had been touched, he at laft made ufe of it

as a handle to juftify his divorce with the queen.
This
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. This princefs, who had very ii'W charms, and ttie

too dangerous ones of Anna Bulien, eafiiy perlliaded

him ihat his diipeniktion was not valid j ne was a king,

and, as fuch, did not want either ferviie courtiers, or

mercenary learned men, who flattered him in his er-

tor.

The aiTair was carried to Rome, and at the pope's

tribunal; the ftcady refusal of Clement VII. to approve
the pretences for his divorce, made this iinperious and

paifionate prince rebel againfl the authority of the ho-

ly lee. As lie found he (hould i\ft\ftY obtain the fa-

vour he 16 earneftly ilied for, he relblved to Ao with-

out it, and he imagined that he (Iiould iboneft effed it

by abolilhing the authority of the pontiffs in his do-

minions. He went farther ; for, in concert with the

parliament, which he had cunningly made a party in

this affair, he invefted himfelf with that fpiritual power,
and was not afliamed to make himfelf be declared the

fupreme head oF the church ofEngland by acl of parlia-

ment, to free himfelf from the obligation of lubmitting
to the judgment of the vifible head of the univerial

church, which refuled to difunite what God had joined

together.

Henry, once fb wife and underftanding a prince,
but now hurried away by the tranlports of his paflion,

perfecuted with the utmoil cruelty all fuch of his fub-

jeds as lefuled to adore the vain phantom of his fupre-

macy. Prelates, ecclefiaftics, religious, laymen, all

loft their lives for refuling to fubfcribe to the double

divorce he had juft made with the catholic church, and

Catherine of Arragon his lawful wife. The crime of

high treafon, which, under evil princes, is often the

crime of the innocent, fupplied all thole pretences
which were wanting to bring them to dellruflion.

Tiie parliament, which Henry had artfully prevailed

upon to be the minifter of his padions, profcribed the

illiiftrious Pool, a man more diftinguifhed by his piety
and his profound erudition, than by his royal extrac-

tion, which he drew from the duke of Clarence, bro-

ther to Edward IV.

C 3 The
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The king of England had
eagerly fought his ap-

probation, and would fa-n have obliged him to write
in favour of his errors ; but he was not to be moved
either by the promifes or menaces of this prince : he
reprefented to him v;ith the greateft (tead^nels and in-

trepidny, the
injuftice of his new pretcnfions. This

pnnce, who would iain have had the reputation of be-

ingaloyer
of truth, and the fatisfa^ion ofnever hearinrv

3t, could not pardon him this liberty. Pool, that he
might not be expofcd to his refentments, withdrew to
.Rome, when the pope took him under his protecftion,and honoured the facred

college, by raifmg him to the
0!gmty of a cardinal.

Henry imputed this emment lltle to him as a crime;
he fet a price upon his head; and it is pretended that

^ he would
infallibly have been airafllnated by certain

banditti, whom the king of England had hired for that

purpolc, had not the pope, who revered the fliinin?

(jualities of theEnghfh cardinal, given him guards to
prevent any fuch attempt. Pool's difgrace was fatal

to^his
whole houfe : Margaret Plantagenet, countcfs

of
Salisbury, his mother; Kenry Pool, lord Monta-

cute his brother; Henry Courtney, marqui/s of Exeter,
his couhn, bfing accnfed of holding a correfpondencc
with tlie new cardinal, loft their lives upon a Icafrold.
The king, ever extreme in his

revenge, made youjicr
Courtney, who was fbn to Henry, feel the elfe^s of itt
He indeed, was afliamed to put a young child to death •

but then he threw him into the tower, wheie he bu-
ried him in prifon, for fear he ftiould one day attempt
to r^VQ\-\r!Q his father's death.

In the midi'i of all thefe executions, the
proteftants,

though they difowned the authority ofthe fee of Rome,
did not meet with a better treatinent. Henry, who
was an enemy to every kind of

novelty that was not of
1-iisxjwn creation, from an unparalleled and whim-
fical kind of

cruelty, burnt all ILich heretics, and
hanged all fuch catholics, as dared to adhere public-
ly to the holy fee. The major part of the courtiers,

"being dpubtful of the prince's religi^on, had none them-

lelves
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felves but his will. Both catholics, as well as pro-

teltants, concealed their religion as a crime ; lo that

nothing but a rebellion againfl: the fee of Rome could

be openly difcovered with impunity. This was the

idol of the court, and the only means of maintaining

one' s felf in it. The king, to revenge himfelf upon

the religious, who perlevered in the obedience that was

due to the holy fee, gave up their poffellions
as a prey

to his courtiers : but theie very poireirions,
which had

been fo very unjuftly acquired, plunged them inlenfi-

biy from Schifm into herefy. Many, in the reigii of

Edward his fon, in order to obviate the making of fo

necefTary a reftitution, embraced the opinions of Lu-

ther and Calvin; and at laft the mod ufeful opinion ap-

peared to them the truefl and moft genuine.

The commanders and knights of Malta, devoted in

a particular manner to the fee of Rome, and who ac-

knowledged the pope to be their firft fuperior, were

not exempt from this perfecutiou. But as this order,

being partly compofed of the prime nobility, was

powerful in the kingdom, and that the prior of St.

John of London had even a Icat in parliament, in qua-

lity of fiift baron of England, he llifpended the pro-

fcribing of them, and the entire funpreflion of the or-

der, till fuch time as he had got it authoriied, which

he afterwards did by at5t of pai tiament. In the mean

time, there was fcarce one indired perfecution but he

made them fuffer, the greateft part of them being ar-

refted upon various pretences, or at leaft they feized

upon the revenues of their commanderies. Such as

could efcape the malice and cruelty of his miniders,

and who fore(aw the fatal conlequences of the fchifm,

abandoned all their poileflions, and withdrew to Mal-

ta, where they came without any certain fund for their

fubfiftence. The grand mafter, like a good father,

fupplied all their wants with the moll extendve chari-

ty,
and endeavoured to adminiftcr confblation to them,

of which he himfelf ftood in as great need. A Chrii-

tian king's
thus perfeculing

an order, which had de-

feryed 16 well of all Chriftendoni; compleated the

meafure
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meafure of that feries of misfortunes he had laboured
under d'jrhig his grand inafterfliip. Being no longer
able to bear up under them, he fell fick, when a vio-
lent fever foon conllinied the little remains of life he
had left ; and accordingly he expired in the arms of

his kniahts, who were fo dear to him, on
Aug. 21. the 2 1 ft of Augulh Thus died a prince

1534. lb highly dedrving for liis uncommon bra-

very, for his heroic
conflancy, and for the

wifdomand mildnefs of his government /virtues which
he pofTefijd in a moil eminent degree, and which they
afterwards endeavoured to reprefent by thele few
words, which were engraven on his monument :

HERE LIES VIRTUE
VICTORIOUS OVER FORTUxNE.

Brother Peter du Pont, of an ilIu{i:rious

houle of the county of Aft^ defcendcd
Peter du of the antient lords ofLombriac, and
Pont. of Ca(al-Gros in Piedmont, and bailiff

1534. of Santa Euphemia in Calabria, fuc-
ceedcd Villiers de 1 Ifle-Adam. He

was at that time in his bailiwick ; and his merit and
virtues were his only recommendation. He was an
ancient knight,^ of very grave and levere morals, a
ftri(ft obferver of regular difcipiine ; and his ele(fiion

is a manifeft proof, that if, through the calamity of the
times, the ftatutes might have been executed with lefs

cxadinefs tjian formerly, yet neverthclels in aflRiirs of
moment, and particularly in thecle»5iion of grand maf-

ters, all the knights at that time confulted only their

confcience, and that merit only carried all their
voices.

Thomas Bosio, the bifhop of Malta ^\Qet, wds
fent by the council to the grand mafter, to carry him
the inftruinent of his eledlion. No fooner was the news
brought to him, bit he burft into tears, and would
willingly have bc^en excufed from

accepting fo frreat a
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dignity; but an unhappy piece of news, which he re-

ceived by a frefh exprels, determined him at once, and
haftned his departure. They had fmce diipatched the

chevalier GeiValle, to give him advice oFthe revoluti-

ons that had juft happened in Africa, and in the king-
dom ofTunis, which BarbarofTa had juft feized upon,
and that this formidable corlair threatned Tripoli with
a fiege. The new grand mnfter went immediately on

board, and came to Malta the icth of November. His
firll cares were to fend a powerful fuccour to Tripoli j

but although they fhould have tranlported thither all

the forces of the order, how brave and intrepid foevep

the knights might be, they would not have been ca-

pable, with four or five gallies only, to make head a-

gainft BarbarofTa, who was mafter of two fuch power*
ful dates as Algiers and Tunis, and who moreover, in

quality of Bafha of the fea, and grand admiral ofSoly-
man, had an hundred gallies, and upwards of twa
hundred vcfFels of different bulk under his command.
He was brother to Horruc, or Horace Ba-ibaroiTa, both
of them famous for their bravery and fortune.

These two corrairs,=» though both born among the

dregs of the people in the city of Mitylcne, were not

neverthelefs of an obfcure birth. From their youth,
and as loon as they were able to bear arms, they gave
fome marks of their courage and ambition, in Icour-

ing together the feas, with only a {ingle brigantine,
which was all their fortune.

An intrepid bravery, a happy fuccefs in their at-

tempts, and a number of confiderable prizes, increafed

their reputation and ftrength. They either bought,
or got fhips and gallies built, made up a little fleet,

and gained over other pirates to their ftandards, who
acknowledged .

them for their leaders and generals.
Neither ambition nor riches could difunite the two
brothers : Horruc, who was the elder, had indeed the

principal command, but Airadin had as much authori-

ty in his abfence; they v/ere equally brave, equally

cruel, refolute corfairs, and called themfclvcs friends

of
•

Pofio, 1. 6.
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of the lea, and enemies to all thofe who failed on tha(r

clement; they fell upon Mululmen and Chridians,
without diftindlion ; and by carrying on the trade of
thieves and corfaij-s, learned

inlenlil)ly that of con-

querors.
There was now nothing wanting to complete their

fortune, but their being mafters of a port, to carry their

prizes into; when the war that broke out between Se-
iim Eutemi, prince of Algiers, and his biother, gave
them an opportunity of gratifying themfelves in what
they wanted, by declaring for one of thoie princes,
and afterwards

crufliing both. For Horrue being re*
ceived in Algiers, in quality i>f an

ally, made him.'elf
maderof it; when getting Eutemi Ihangled, who had
called him ro his alFiftance, his tioous

^
roclaimcd him

king of Algiers; and, in ordei to cftaolifh his conqueft
by a powerful prceftion, he paid ho nage for it to So-

lyman, emperor of tl:e Turks, and made himfe'f tri-

butary to him. He afterwards took the cities of Cir-
cella and Bugia, won the kingdom of Tremezen. of
which Algiers had formerly been a part ; and gained
feveral advantages over the Spaniards, who had under-
taken the defence of the king of Tremezen their vaf-
fal. But as the fate of arms is dojb:fal and uncertain,
he was befieged in the capital of his kingdom ; when,
after a ftubborn defence, the artillery of the Spaniards

haying reduced the fortifications of that place to afiies,

being unable to hold out any longer, or relblve with
himfelf to capitulate, he endeavoured to efcape with
his treafures by a fuijterraneous paflage, that ran as far
as the plains. The marquis of Gomara, governor of
Oran, who commanded at the fiege, having notice of
his

flight, purfued him very clofe,

Barbarossa, in order to retard the purfuit of the

Spaniards, and to gain time to reach the defarts, Icat-

tcred at certain diftances as he fled, gold, filver, and
rich fluffs. But nothing was able to liiipend the pur-
fuit of the Chridians, who fell upon him at the brink
of the river Huexda, fo that he was now obliged to

%ht ; Barbarofla flood his grouud ; the dcfpair he

was.
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was In of efcaping out of the hands of his enemies,
heightned his courage, and the fight of inevitable

danger banifhed all fear from his bread. He ruflies

with fury into the midfl: of the Chrifdans, and kills fe-

veral officers with his own hand ; but after all, as the
odds were very great, the greater numbei- prevailed ;

and BarbarofTa being furrounded on all (Ides, fell with
1500 men, who had accompanied him in his retreat,
who were all cut to pieces. His brother Airadin, with
the name of BarbaroiTa, took upon himfelf the title of

king of Algiers, and afterwards aiTociated with two
famous pirates, who were his lieutenants. The one
of them named Airadin, a native of Caramania, and

who, for his fury and cruelty, was called Dev'u-driver i

the other corfair, a renegado Jew of Smyrna, was
known by the name of Sinan. Thefe three corfairs

-were the terror of all theChrillian coafts, and fubjedt-
ed as it were the Mediterranean under their empire.
Devil-driver, not contented with the prizes he daily
made at lea, was defirous, after the example of Bar-

barolfa, and perhaps to withdraw himlelf from his au-

thority, to fettle himfelf in an independent flate. Ac-

cordingly he furpri/ed Tagiora, of which mention has
been made in the beginning of this book, made him-
felf mafter of it, advanced with his Iquadron into the

port, and had the vanity to get himfelf to be pro-
claimed king.
But in order to appear to the world ftill alTociatcd

with BarbarofTa," at the fame time that he

ga\e him notice of his new concjueft, he paid 1 53 2.

homage to him for it, and protefted that he
would ever adhere inviolably to his interefts. Barba-

rofTa, though offended with the ambition of his lieu-

tenant, neverthelels thought it the v/iieft part^to diA
femble an injury which he could not revenge without

weakening himfelf. He therefore received Airadin's

homage, congratulated him upon his conquelt, and

finding every thing was (ecure with refpe^t to Algiers,
Airadin made inroads into the territory of Tripoli,

A
•

Bofio, 1. 6.
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A war now broke out between the knights and thiS

new prince. He took from them two brigantines be-

longing to the order ; he obliged thofc ofGienzor, his

neighbours, to break the alliance and the treaty which

they had made witii Tripol' ; and to keep the knights
invefted as it were in that place, he, in fpite of all their

oppofition. raiicd, at the diftance of a cannon fliot, a
tower or caftle, fiace called the tower of Alcaide,
where nothing could come in or go out of the port of

Tripoli but it was immediately difcovercd.

MuLEY Hascen, a Mooriih prince, king of Tu-
nis, who dreaded the ambition and neighbourhood of
the Turk, made a particular alliance with the gover-
nor of Tripoli againft him, and refolved to drive this

corfair from his new conqueft before he could have
time to ftrengthen himfclf in it.* In this view, he raif-

cd a confiderable body of forces, moft of whom were
Arabian peafants ; and the knights furni(hing him
with a train of artillery, he befieged Tagiora. But
whether it was owing to the valour and bravery of

Airadin, or the unskilfulnefs of Hafcen's generals,
that prince was obliged to rai^e the liege, and to em-

ploy afterwards in his own defence thofe very forces

which he had raifcd only to attack his enemies.

Hascen,'' of whom mention is now made, was fon

to Muley Mahomet, who had thirty four

153 1. children by feveral wives. Although Mu-
ley was the laft, as is pretended, or at lead

ane of the youngcft, his mother, who was probably
the favourite fultanefs, had fo great an afcendant over

Mahomet, as to obtain a declaration from him in fa-

vour of her Ion, by which he appointed him his iuc-

ceffur. This airibitious woman, to prevent him chang-
ing his rcfolution, got him immediately poifbned.
This crime was the fii ft ftcp by which Halccn amend-
ed to the throne ; and in order to maintain himfelf in

it, he cither murdered or put out the pyes of the great-
eft part of his brothers or nephews. Arafchid, who
was one of the cldcft of his brothers, efcaped him : this

prince*
EofiO;, 1. 6. V

Boiio, 1. s.
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prince fled to Algiers for refuge, and Unplored thepro-
te<5lion of BarbarolFa the corfair ; who hoping to make
an advantage of their divifions, gave him a favourable

reception : He even promiled him a powerful fuccour
but at the fame time gave him to undcftand, that as he
was the grand feignior's officer as well as vaffal, he
could not engage in that enterpriie without h^s leave ;

but that ifhe would agree to go with him to Conftan-

tinopIe,he did not doubt but that that great prince and
the whole Divan would approve of a war fo juft In it

felf,and the leveral advantages of which, as well as the
eafe with which it might be carried on, he promifed to

reprefent to his highnefs.
The Moorifh.prince; who was now at his lad

fiiifts,

gave himlelf entirely up to his counlels. BarbarolTa,who had his private views, carried him to Conlbn-
tmople ; where being arrived, the perfidious corfair,
3n a fecret audience which he obtain d of the grand
feignior, rcprefented to him, that it would be an eafy
maitcr for him, by the help of the party, and the in-

telligence which Arafchid held in Tunis, to feize up-
on that city and the whole kingdom, and to annex it

afterwards to his empire, Solyman, greedy ofglory
and to extend the bounds of his empire, was pleafed
with his reafons. Accordingly he jflued out orders for
the fitting out an extraordinary armament in all his

ports ; fo that it was not long before they put to fea

ninety gallies, and upwards of two hundred veiTels
laden with ammunition and land forces. The grand
feignior (hewed Arafchid the utmoft kindnefs, who, at
the fight of (b formidable an army, flattered himVelf
that he fliould re-enter Tunis, as it were in triumph.
But when they were juft going to embark, Solyman
had him arrefted in the feraglio ; and the whole was
executed with fo much fecrecy, that when they fct fail

the whole fleet imagined, that this unfortunate prince
was on board the admiral, and in the general's gal-

This corfair had no fooner fet fail from Confianti-
nople, but the better to conceal his defign from th#.
Vot. IV. D kinc.
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king of Tunis, he flood for the coafl: of Italy, ravag-
ed the coads ofApulia and Calabria, fpread the terror

of his arms in Naples and Gayeta ; and after having
ranfack'd the towns and villages, made flaves of a

numberlefs multitude of the inhabitants, and left the

mofi: dreadful marks of his fury in all places, he went

through the Pharo of Meflina, made the fame cruel ha-

vock along the coafts of Sicily, drew near to cape Paf-

faro, as if he had intended to make a deicent there,
and afterwards turn d fliort towards Africa ; when he
landed near Goletta, and gave out that he brought back

Arafchid. Then, in order to procure the favour ofthe

garrifon of the fort, he faluted it with a dilcharge of

his artillery, but without ball; and having fent an ofE-

ccr into the place, to demand of the governor for

whom he held it ;
'* We are (reply'd the aga) the fer-

^^ vants of events ; and we (hall keep the place for
^' that party in whofe favour fortune Ihall declare her-
<'

felf, and for that prince, of the ieveral competitors,
<' whom (he (hall make king of Tunis."

Barb AR OSS A, who was not ignorant of the impor-
tance of this place, it being the key of the kingdom,

difpatched a melTenger to reprelent to him, that the

grand feignior had fent him to place the lawful heir up-
on the throne of Tunis ; that he had orders to attack

and cut to pieces all fuch as (hould oppo/e him in it :

that he might fatisfy
himfelf with his own eyes how

formidable that prince was, and whether he was able

to make head againft it. The perfon who was entruft-

ed with this negotiation, managed it fo artfully, and

knewfo well how to intermix promifes with his threats,

that the governor, perhaps bribed alio by confiderable

fums of money, delivered up the place to the corlair,

who, leaving a ftrong garrifon in it, advanced up into

the ports of Tunis. This city,
the capital of a king-

dom of the fame name, is fituated on the coafl: of Bar-

bary to the North of Africa, between Tripoli and

Algiers, at the point of the gulph of Goletta, and two

miles from the Mediterranean, fiom whence one might
difcover the ruins of the famous Carthage.

The
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The city of Tunis was faid to have confided at that
time of upwards of twenty thoufand houfcs, and was

peopled in proportion ; but then it was barely wailed;^
without any fortifications : and as it was commanded
from feveral places on the weft fide, its whole ftrength
lay only in the caftle, and the number of its inhabi-
tants.

Upon the approach of Barbaroffa's army, and the

reports they fpread of prince Arafchid's being at the
head of the Turks, rhe people, who are ever greedy,
and often ruined by the change of mafters, role and
took up arms. Hafcen, who was afraid they v/oald
abandon him, came out of the caftle, endeavoured to

quell the fedition, and reminded the mutineers of the

fidelity which they had fworn to him ; and in order to
draw them over to him, ftooped fo low as to make
even the moft grovelling intreaties. But whether it

were from an abhoirence of his government, or out of
corapaflion for Arafchld, becaufe he was unhappy, the

people reje<fled with loud cries, and even comempt,
all the rernonftrances and intreaties the king could
make ; 10 that this prince, fearing they (liouiJ attempt

•to murder him, or deliver him up to his enemy, im-

mediately left the
city, without fo much as once going

back into the caftle, or carrying ofi his treafures with
him.

Marmo-l*, in his defcriotion of Africa, relates^,
that that prince had owned to him, that in the great
confufion, the approach of his enemies, and the revolt
of his fubjeds, had thrown him into, he, when he
went down from the caftle into the city, had forgot
a red velvet purfe, wfierein were two hundred diamonds
of an extraordinary (ize, and of an ineftimable value.
He had no fooner left Tunis, but the inhabitants

opened the gates to his cnem/ies; when immediately
Barbarofta entered into it at the head of nine thouland

Turks, and made himfelf mafter of the caftle and the

principal pofts of the
city. The inhabitants receiv-

ed him at firft with the higheft teftimonies gf joy j

D 2 but
'

Hiftory of the kingdom of Tunis,



40 Hijlory ofthe Knights ofMalta,

but when they faw Arafchid did not appear, they began
to miflruft the

corfaii-jnotwithrtanding his telling then^i

that he was confined on board his galley by ficknefs :

and the fraud being at lafl: difcovered, the inhabitants,
inftead oftaking an oath of

fidelity to Solyman, as he

required they fhould do, openly detefting the corlkir's

treachery, took up arms, and fell U| on his troops hi
order to force him to quit the city. But they had to
deal with a captain, who, being a perfcd mafter of ike
arts of war, had foreicen this revolution. Barbafolfa,
to keep in the people, commanded the

artillery of the

cafllc, of which he was mafter, to be (et a roaring ;

and his fbldiers made ih furious a difcharge of their

niuskets upon the inhabitants, that they, in ord.r to

put a ftop to the maflacre, were foiced to acknowledge
tlie grand feignior for their foveieign, and BarbaroSa
for his viceroy.
This corfair, as skilful as he was valiant, after hav-

ing employed hi-s arms with fo much fuccefs to keep
the people in fubje<5lion, endeavoured to gain over the

principal inhabitants bygentleneis,and themoft engag-
ing affability. He, by their means^ made an alliance

with the y'irabian pealants, feized upon mofi: of the

cities that were higher up in the country, put garriibns
into them ; and, being about to widen a canal to

make Tunis a port, and to put it in a condition to re-

ceive fliips
of the greateft burthen, he employed the

Chriftian flaves, of whom he had more than twenty
thoufand in the city, for that purpole, who opened
the canal of Goletta, which runs from the (ea into

the lake on which the city of Tunis is lituated.

Such was the ftate and coiidition of the coafts of

Africa^and the provinces bordering upon Tripoli, when
the grand mafter arrived at Malta. This prince juftly

confidcred, that it would be impofllble for the knights
to maintain themfelves in Tripoli, without the alfift-

ance of forces, and a power fuperior to that of the or-

der. Charles V. was the only Ibvereign in Europe,
whom this enterpriie would any way concern; nor was

any other able to oppole it. He had
juft:

reafon to fear,

left
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left this formidable corfair, after fo many conquers,
(hould endeavour to feize upon the kingdoms of cNapies
and Sicily, which would afterwards have given hlin

the polTcfljon of Malta. So that the grand mafter,
with the advice of the council, fent the co.nmiiider
Ponce of Leon, a grand crofs, to the emperor, in qua-
lity of his embafTidor, to fbllicit him to fend fuch an

army into Africa, as might be capable of maintaining
the knights in Tripoli, and of putting a Hop to the ilir"^

prizing progrefs of BarbarofTa.

The emperor received at the fame time, and upon
the fame fubjed, another embalfy from Muley Hafcen,
at the head of which was a renegade Genoeie, named
Ximaa, who was the captain of his guards. This re-

negado, feeing his mafter dethroned, and without any
hopes left of being able to recover his crown, advifed
him to have reconrie to Charles V. a prince to whom,
he laid, Barbaroffa was odious, and who would think
it very honourable for him to reftore a monarch to his

kingdom, who had been fo unjurtly deprived of it.

Hascen entrufted the execution of the projtdl to
him who was the author of it. Accordingly the Gcnofe
went to Madrid, and obtained an audience of the em-
peror, who fearing left fome attempt fhould be made
upon his kingdoms of Naples and Sicily, gave a l^tvoar-
able hearing to both embaffadors. The affair was pro-
pofed in council, and after its being examined
before the emperor, by his minifters and his 153J.
moft able generals, it was refolved» ihac the em-

peror fhould carry his arms into Africa, as well as to
fecure the kingdoms of Naples and

S'-cily againft any
invafion that the king of Algiers migiit make, as the

palfage of the S^^aniih feas into Italy where not ib
much as a trading or paffage-vefTel, thro' fear of the
conairs, durft appear, without running the risk of bet-

ing taken.

Charles V. Teemed to be well fatisfied wiih this
refolution

; but before he employed force, this prince,who was the greatcft pohtician of his age, and who
« . ,

I) 3 often
• Bcf. 1. 7.
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often diew greater advantages from hisfecret negotiati-
ons than his arms, endeavoured to bribe Barbarofla,
and to draw him off from Solyman. Accordingly he

entrufted another Genoeie, Lewis Prefandes by name,
with the whole management of this intrigue, whom the

emperor furnidiing privately with a trading-velTel, he
went with it to Tunis, under pretence of traffick,

carrying at the fame time credentials, which inverted

him withthechara6lcrofan embaffador. After having got
liim(elf introduced to RarbarolTa upon another pretence,
he (hewed him his credentials, andpurfuanttohisinftruc-

tions, propoied to him the concluding of a private alli-

and with Charles V. and at the fame time offered him,
in the name of that prince, to affift him, in order to

make him ablblute monarch of all Africa, provided he
Would engage himielf to hold afterwards To glorious a

monarchy, and render it tributaiy to the crown of

Spain. By a fccond inftrudtion, diredly oppofite to

the firft, this agent had orders to confer as fecretly as

pofllble with certain inhabitants of Tunis, whole
names had been given him, and whom Halcen's em-
balTador^ had faid to be inclined to favour his mafter's

intereft, to found them, to affure them of the ipeedy
return of that prince at the head of an army, and to

exhort them to take up arms in his favour as foon as

he fhould appear at the gates of their city.

But as this minifter was for carrying on two negoti-
ations of fo different a nature at the fame time, he was
foon fjipeded. The whole intrigue was difcovered;

and Baibarofia, without regarding the right of nations,

caufed the embaffador tobeitrangled. The emperor iee-

5ng it would be impoflible for him to fucceed by the

way of negotiation, refolved to fee what open force

could do. Accordingly he fent back Hafcen's embaf^

fador to his m after, to affure him, that he himfelf

would go at the head of a powerful army, in order to

reftore him to his throne ; and at the fame time he writ

to the grand mafter by an exprels, to give him notice

cf his defign, and to invite the knights to affociate with

him
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him in an enterprize, vMzh might be of great advan-
tage to them, with refpedt to Tripoli.
The grand mafterno fooner recelv'd his letter but

he communicated it to the council; when it was re-
folved, that the order (hould furnifh as many fiiips for
that expedition as it could

pofTibly allow.
Accoi-dingly

the knights put to Tea four of the largeft and beft equin-
ed gallies, with i 8 brigantines, all well arn-.ed i not
to mention the great carrack, which alone was more
formidable, and did more fervice in this expedition
than a whole fquadron. A coniiderable number of
knights went on board thefe different

fliips, and each
knight carried two brave foldiers along with him in-
ftead of fcrvants. The commander Aurelio

Botigcl-
la, an antient fea-oificer, was nained for general of
this leparate fleet, and Anthony de Grolee, titular
bailiff of Lango, v/as to command the carrack and the
land-forces.

Barbarossa, whom the defigns of the Chriftian
princes could not

pcilibly elcape, provided himfelf
with arms, ammunition, and provifions, fummoned all
the coriai rs of the Levant about him, drew from Al-
giers as many forces as were there, and diipatched fe-

yeral
embalFadors to all the petty kings of Africa, to

implore their ailiftance, and to reprelenr to them, that
the loi's of Tunis would

infallibly draw after it that of
all Barbary. His money did more fervice than the elo-

quence of his negotiators ; and fending fome confider-
able fumsto be diftributed among the chiefs of the
Arabians, he by that means obtained from them 15000
men, all honemen, who not valuing who they fought
for, expoled their lives for a meer trifle, and made a
mercenary trade of war. As for Charles V. he had
got together a powerful fleet, confiding of near 300
fail, with 25:000 infantry, and 2000 horfe on boai'd
not to mention a confiderable number of volunteers of
different nations, and of the firfl: houfes of Europe, whowere dtiirous of

fignalizing themleives in the prefenceof fo great an emperor,

Th£
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The general rendezvous was in the port of Cagliari,
a city oFSardinia, not above fixty leagues diftant from
the coafts of Africa. The emperor having received

the reinforcement of the pope, and the order of

Malta, let out from thence on the iqth ofJune, 1536.
and arrived happily at Porto-Farina, anticntly
tailed Utica, a city famous in the Roman hil^ory for

the death of the younger Cato. 'Tis pretended, that

BarbarolTa, hearing that the emperor commanded his

army in perfon, faid to the officers who were about

him ;

'* If this prince, who has hitherto leldom made
*<• war but by hislieutenants,fhould acquire in this cam-
<*

paign the only honour that is now wanting to com-
'*

pleat his glory, we muft refblve with ourfelves to
*' lole that which we have acquired with tlie price of
** our blood."

This pirate, who naturally imagined that the Chri-

flians would begin their enterprile by attacking the fort

of Goletta, had, for that realbn, thrown into it 6000
of the braveft Turks in his whole army. Thele were

commanded by Airadin and Si nan the Jew, the two fa-

mous corfairs above mentioned, and in whom BarbarolTa

had repoied the utmoft confidence. He at the fame

time fent the eunuch Azanga, another of his generals,

•with 30,000 Moors or Arabians, but all of them bow-

men or arquebufiers, and the molt {art on horfe-back,

in order to harai's the Chrlftlans continually ; and as

he fcrupled the fidelity of the Tuniiians, he fhut him-

felf up in that place with the flower of his troops.

The emperor landed his army without oppofition,

within cannon-(hot of the fort of Goletta : it was no

more than a large fquare tov/er, but well-flanked, and

fituated about twelve miles from Tunis, at the mouth

of the canal, by which ihc fea enters into the balbn,

on the fide of which Tunis is built. This canal is a-

bout the length of a crofs bow fhot, but fo narrow,
that a galley can't pafs thro' it but by fl:rength of oars.

BarbaroflTa iiad built a bridge over this canal; and on a

neck of land that lies between the fca and the tower of

Goletta; he raifed a rampart that difcovered all the
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coafl:, and defended thofe gallies which he had ported
out of the canal.

The emperor*s generals pitched upon a fpot of

ground which they thought the mod convenient for

their encampment, and furrounded it with good lines,

th?t were wide and deep, and ftrengthned at certain

diftances with redoubts. The garriibn of Goletta, in

order to interrupt thefe works, made frequent fallies,

in which 300 Spaniards and 400 Italians were cut to

pieces ; at the fame time that the Moorifh and Arabian

horfe were continually harafling theChriftian army, and

carae to skirmifli to the very head of their camp. The
fortifications of the camp being finiihed, they now

began to raile batteries, botli againft the fort, and on

that fide towards the open country ; the fire whereof

was ^o dreadful, and at the fame time without tlie leall

intermifTion, that the Turks of the garriibn, as well as

the Moors and Arabians who kept the field, did not

dare to come near the emperor's camp again.
This prince, who juftly fuppofed, that after the tak-

ing of this fortrefs, that of Tunis would fall of courfe,

relblved,as ibon as the breaches fhould be wide enough,
to attempt a ftorm. They battered the place at the lame

time both by lea and land.

Dor I A, who commanded the fleet, brought up
his gallies by turns, and after one range had fired, an-

other advanced in its place, and made its dilcharge.
The great carrack of the order was pofted as at the liege

of Coron, behind all the gallies ; but it was ^o high-

built, that it eafily fired over them all, and it made fo

dreadful and uninterrupted a fire, that it difrnounred all

the cannon of the tower. The commander JBotigella,

prior of Pi(a, oblerving, that the chief officer over the

{laves in the gallies of the order for fear of ranning

a-ground, had given orders to raile the oars out of the

water, went to him fword in hand, and commanding
him to make the crew ply their oars ;

" Wretch (fays" he to hiin) muft we be prevented from performing a
*' brave exploit, for the iake only of preferving the
*' hulls of two or three gallies ?" The chevalier de

Converla^
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Converfa^an ableenglnecr,dlftingui(hed himfelfby an adli«»

on that was ftill moredanng^; for he armed along bark

with j^reat guns, fiU'd it with musketeers, and afterwards

drove it up to the foot of the tower, from whence he
fired upon all fuch Turks as prefented therafelves upon
the breach ; and, whilft he was charging again on one

fide, he dextroufly turned his bark about, and prelent-
ed the other, which immediately fir'd. By thus work-

ing of the (hip, he killed a great number of the infi-

dels, who fired upon him from the artillery of the

tower that was juft by, but without making any exe-

cution. In fine, after having fired continually on all

fides from midnight to noon, the emperor, before the

Turks had time to repair the breaches, and make in-

trenchments, commanded a general ftorm to be at-

tempted. The knights agreeable to their prerogative,
and the pofiTeflion they enjoyed of being always at the

head of the attacks, were commanded to march at the

head ofthat which was to be given on the (ide towards
•the fea. The commander de Grolee, otherwife named
the bailiff PafFim, who commanded the land-forces,

put them on board barks and flat velTels ; but as they
drew near the (hore, thele boats run upon a iand.

The chevalier Copier, of the houle of d'Hiers in

Dauphine, who carried the ftandard ofthe order, was
the firft who leaped into the water with his enfign.
He was followed by all the knights, who, plunging in

above the waift, advanced boldly fword in hand, got
to the fhorc, and, in fpite of a (bower of musket-fliof,
advanced to the ftorm. The Spaniards, fuftained by
the Italians and Germans, attacked another place ; and
in thefe different attacks, the Chriftians, in Ipite of the

courageous defence of the Turks, forced the breaches,

got to the bulwarks, and the top of the tower, and
made themfelves mafters of it. But this vidory coft

the order many of its braveft knights, and fcarce one
of them returned back without wounds. As this tower
had no outworks, they were immediately in the body
#f the place ; and as the artillery had ruined all itl

fortifica-
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fortifications, theChriftians, after having fought an hour,
got poflefiion of it.

AiRADiN and Sinan the Jew, feeing it would be in
vain for them to refift, threw themlelves into the bafou,
with the garrilbn. They marched along the flats by a

way which had been marked out with flakes, and arrived
at Tunis, while others flopped at Arradez, a little city
in the road from Goletta to Tunis. The Chriftians

purfued, and killed great numbers of them ; and the

emperor entered into Goletta, followed by
king Hafcen ; when turning to that prince ; July«' Here (fays he to him) is the gate opened 1 5 35.
** for you, thro' which you will return into
*'

you dominions." 'Tis pretended that they met in
the port of this place with eighty {^vtrv gallies, galiots,
and other rowing veffels, all of them armed ; befides

upwards of three hundred pieces of cannon, mofl of
them brafs, a numberlefs multitude of muskets, crofs-

bows, pikes, and fwords. BarbarofTa had made this

fort his arfenal, whither he ufed to carry all his prizes
and his booty, and till now, had always thought it im-

pregnable.
The emperor, after having allowed his troops fome

time to repofe themfelves after their toil, gave orders
for their marching towards Tunis.

Notwith/landing
that BarbarofTa was very fenfible ofthe weaknefs ofthe

place, and moreover very doubtful of the
fidelity of the

Tunifians, and more To of the bravery of the Arabians,
neverthelefs, as he was a man of prodigious courage,
he refolved to attempt the fate of arms, to advance
•forwards to meet the Chriflians, and rather give them
battle, than fhut himfelf up in a place that was but weak.
But before he took the field, he held a great council
of war; when having fummoned the chiefs of hfs army,
as well Turks, Moors, as Arabians, he reprelented to
them the fmall number of forces the emperor had in

comparifon of his; that the bravefl of the Chriftians
had loft their lives at the flege of Goletta ; that the
exceffive heats of the country, to which the European
foldiers were »ot accuftomed; had thrown great num-

bers
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ers of them into a fick and languifiiing condition ;

that they were in want of water, infomuch thit the

^reateft part of them died with thJrft. He added, that

tlie emperor's camp abounded with immenfe riches ;

that theilims they would get for the ranlom of thepri-

foners they fhould make,would be full as confiderable ;

'* In fine (laid he to them) I promile you vidlovy, if

*'
you are defirous of conquering ; and the defeat of

*'
your enemies will fecure you an abundant fortune,

<*
your own fafety, and that of your wives and child-

'' ren."

The anfwer they made him confifted only in protef-

tations of an inviolable fidelity ; notwithftanding^

which, he yer difcovered in mod: of their countenances,

a certain air of inquietude and an impvefTion of fear,

which gave him no fmall uneafinefs : and as moreover,

he was well acquainted with the fickle and wavering

temper of the Africans, he held during the night-time

a fecret council, compofed only of fuch Turks as ad-

hered to his fate and fortune. He declared to them,

that he was unhappily engaged in a place where he had

three kinds of enemies, whom he had equally reafon to

diftruQ: ; that the Moors fufFered impatiently the Turk-

i(h government, and would be glad to fee them all cut

to pieces ; that Arabians who were fitter to make in-

roads, than boldly to fland their ground in an engage-

ment, would, at the fight of the leafl danger, im-

mediately give way : and that there were a6lually

twenty two thoufand Chriftians flavcs imnrifoned in

Tunis, who would not fail to facilitate the entry of

emperor's forces, if they fhould meet with an oppor-

tunity for that purpofe : that nothwithftanding their

being fhut up every night in the cafllc, yet it would be

in the power of one traitor or renegado only, to open
the gates of it, and render them mafters of the city,

during the time they fhould be engaged with the Chri-

ftians ;
but that he, in order to rid himfelf of that un-

eafinefs, was refolved before he left that place, to cut

all thofc flavcs to pieces, without fparing fo much as

one
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one. Devil'drivsr gave aloud bis approbation
of lb inhuman a rerolution, and maintained, 1535'.
that if they fpaied the Ilav.es ^, they would
make them one day repent of their faile pity ; and that
iti kich a CQnjundure,the prelerving of an enemy^ who
might afterwards deftroy them, would be acting in

contradi<5tion to all the maxims of policy. But Sinan
the Jew, to whom part of thefe Haves belonged, and
v/ho made up the bulk of his polfeinons, oppofed this
relblution. He repre/ented to BarbarolTa, that fo bar-
barous an a(5lion would draw upon them the odiun] of all

nations ; that he, by that means, would alienate the af-

fedions of the Tunifians, who had either bought or
taken the greateft part of thofe Chriftiaiis j that he
liimfelf would lofe the ranfom of the moil confiderable,who were his property; that^fter all they mi^ht'
whenever they plealed, find an

opportunity of making
life of fo cruel a precaution ; that they fhould referve
that execution, till fuch time as they (hould be brouaht
to their laft fhifts ; whereas, if they fliould happen*^to
beat thecmperor's forces, the lofsthey fhould

fuftain, by
the over-hafty dcaih of their ilavcs, would poifon the joy
that attends upon vid:ory.
Tho' BarbarolTa had not iifed to prefer moderation

to violence, yet avarice, on this occafion, got the better
ofhis natural cruelty, and

accordingly he confented to

fufpend the putting of the fiaves to death ; but in order
not to be diiapf oinicd iri

(atiating his vengeance upon
them, in cafe he fhould be overcome, he loaded them
with frt(h irons, gave orders bat they fliould not be
fuffered to ft;r out of the djngeon or prifon where thcv
were Ihut up, and lodged ieveral barrels of powdc'runder it, to blow it up uito the air upon his oiders.
After this, he marched out at the head of his

tVoops to
meet the emperor, and encamped in a plaJnat a league**;
didance from Tunis, when boih armies ibon cami: up
with one another. The Spanifh hidorians, to hciditea
the glory of Charlcsy. pretend, that Ba.baroffa's armr
V^^-^V- E corm.d

•
Bofio, t. S' h &.
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confiftcd of no Icfs than 90,000 men. The reader may
judge whether this be fadl, by the iiTue of the battle, if

we may give this name to a rout, in which, by the

confeflion of thole very writers, the Chriltiano loll: but

eighteen Ibldiers, and the infidels about 3C0. Be that

as it will, the Arabians advanced at fnit to fight witli

intrepidity enough, and came on to the charge with

great fliouts. But no Iboner had they heard the roar-

ing of the artillery, andftood the full: fire from the muf-

kets, but thele troops, which had been ufed to fight

only in wheeling about, immediately gave way, took to

their heels, and difappcared in an inftant ; and that

which threV/ Barbarcffa into the utmoft confternation

was, that they drew the Moors and Tuiiifians along
with them in their flight, who Hocked into the city,

with greater eagernels than they had gone out of it.

The Arabian chiefs, as a handle that might be offer-

vice to them in making their court to Hafcen, after-

wards boafted their having kept them in, and prevent-

ed their fighting. BarbarofTa commanded a retreat to

be founded ; and, after having rallied them, did not once

reproach them, and only told them, that they fliould

engage the Chriftians on the morrow.

Bu T he was very far from havinganyfuch defign. As

lie was furrounded on all fides with open or lecret ene-

mies ; the only reafon of his keeping up lb many troops

was in order to fccure his retreat. He even concealed

this reiblution with the utmoft care from the Turks,
who appeared to be his moft faithful friends ; but the

eagerncfshis people difcovcred to draw his trealurcs out

of the caftle. gave occafion to Ibme iufpicion; and the

order he afterwards gave, to fet fire to the powder that

was lodged under the prilbn of the flaves, made them

no longer doubt of his refolves : but the ordinaiy mi-

nifters of his cruelty had it not in their power to exe-

cute fo horrid a fcene of cruelty. There was at that

time among the flaves ^y a knight of the order, com-

mander of Turin, bi other Paul Simeoni by name,

whom BavbaioiTa could never be prevailed upon to re-

Icafe,

*
Bofio, 1. 8, t. 3. F« ^S-t
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lea(e, whatever ranfom the order could olfer. He
has been ah-eady mentioned, when we (pake of the

ifland of £ro, which this knight, being but eighteen

years old, defended with (b much bravery againft all

the enterprifcs and attacks of the inHdels. Simeoni, in

this la[lconjun<5tjre, bribed two rcnegado's, who were
the jQaves goalers, who being farnlihed, by their alTill:-

nnce, with hammers and files, hs knocked off his chains,
and helped to break thofe of his companions''. They
af;erv/ards broke into the armory of the caltlc, arm^d
themselves widi every thing that fi'It cam? to h.ind, cut

to pieces all flich of the Turkifli /bldier.s ashad remain-

ed in the caftle, made them elves maders of it, and,
after having banicaded the gates of it, and ict a ftrong

guard in the principal places, the knight, who was at

the head of the enterpriie, went up to the .op of the

canie, and di (played a whi.e flag, ;o give the Ch.ift'a;i

army notice to come to their aifillance. iJarbaroOTi, oe-

ing told that a great noile had been heard in the cafii:',

ran thither, crying out, that they fhould open the ^aics
tohim; bjtwasanfvvcred only by the fire of tlieir m if-

ket-fhot, and a fhower of (lones, which the flaves threw
at him. Upon which he cried oat, in the utmolt tran-

fportsof fury :
" All is lod, lince thofe dogs are ma-

*•
ftcrs of the caftle and of my treafures." He then

immediately ran out of the city with Devil-driver^
and as many Turks as he could get together ; and be-
fore the emperor could have notice efthis revolution,
he fled, and got to tlie city of Bon, built near the an-
tient ?Iippo'% a city famous for being the epifcopalieat
of St. Aun:in,one of the four firft fathers ofthe church,
and its oracle next to St. Paul, in all thole things that
relate to celeftial grace.

Si M E o N I , having notice of the flight of the corfairs,
fent advice of it to the emperor, who immediately ad-
vanced forward : The firfl objed that prefented'itfelf
before him, at his entrance into that place, w.is this

E 2 knight,
*

Franclfco de Medallino, and Vincent de Cattara Giaffraga.
^ Hormifd. Epift. ad Poff.
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knight,at the head of 6000 of his companions in flavcrj^
Charles V. embracing him, cried out,

'* Brother
'*

knight, blcHt^d be for ever your courageous refoluti-
^*

on, which has made you break your chains, has fa-
"

cilitated my conqueft, and heightned the glory of
"

your order.' Simeoni, loaded with honour, went
on board thegaliies of Malta, where he laluted the gc-
licral and his brethren. But the emperor's forces and
the flaves difperfed themfclvcs up and down the city,
where they committed the mod unheard-ofcxccfTcs of

a)i kinds, that one would liave thought the Chriftians

had had a muid to gQ beyond the mofl barbarous nati-

ons in cruelty and ialcivioufnefs. The unhappy inha-

bitants of both kKes fufFered, in their perfons, and in

thofe who were deareft to them, racks, and various

kinds of torture, to force them to difcover their hidden

treafures to their cruel conquerors ; and when they had

extorted all they could from them, they afterwards

malTacred them in cold blood. The young maidens

were expoled to an infamy, ftill more odious and in fup-

poitable than the moll cruel punifhments ; and when
the Ibldier was weary with butchering, or glutting his

tratifti luu, without any rcfped to age, fex, or birth,

lie loadt-^d with chains all fuch as fell into his hands.

Young women of the greatcft beauty were torn from

the arms of their mothers ; and the officers kept them

as their own booty, to make them admiuifler to their

TDoft infamous pleafures.

Among thefe unfortunate flaves ^, was a young lady
of exquiiite beauty, of one of the nobleft houfes in the

city, whofe name was Ay fa. She fell to the lot of a

Spanifli officer, who carried her into the camp, and

put lier in his tent. Muley Hafcen meeting her tied,

in a manner altogether unworthy her noble birth, be-

incr moved to compaffion, and perhaps with a fenfation

of a ftronger nature, (lopped her, and offered to pur-

chafe her of her mafter. But the Moorifli lady, who
was naturally proud, overcome with rage and grief,

Ipit in his face ; and cried out at the fame time,
*' Be

*'
gone,

•
Bofio, t. 3. J. 8,
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gon^; tho.i wicked and perfidious Hafcen, who t^
" recover a kingdom thou hadft no right to, haft fcan'
**

daloufly betrayed thy country and thy nation.'* Bu*^

this piince, on whom all this ulage could make no im-

preflion, going on to offer the officer very coniiderable

fumsfor her ranfom, Ayik, tranfported with fury, con-
tinued to cry out,

^' Be gone, I tell thee, I will not
*' have a tyrant for my deliverer."

We are told, that abore an hundred thoufand per-
fons were either killed or made ftaves ; many fell a

facrifice to the fury of the foldiers; others, who thought
to fly

to the lands and the neighbouring delarts, were luf-

focated by the exceffive heat of thole burning climates,
and died of thirft ; and the number of prifoners, of both

fexes, was computed to be upwards of forty thoufand.

The emperor being mafter of Tunis, reftored Muley
Hafcen to his throne, but upon condition that he fhould
hold it of the crown of Spain; and as a pledge of his

fidelity, he kept the fort of Goletta in his own hands,
\vlio(e fortifications he repaired. By this treaty he ob-

liged the Moorifli prince to pay the garrifon of it, and
to fend thither prince Mahomet, one of his children,
with feme other lords of his court, in quality of hof-

tages. After this the emperor began to prepare to fet

out for Europe; but before he embarked, the 25th
of July, being the day that the church celebrates the
feaft of St. James patron of Spain, this prince fo-

lemnized the commemoration of it in his camp. After
he had heard mafs there, which was lung to mufic, he
dined on board the great gaUion of Malta, called Ca-

racca, where he was entertained by the knights with
the greateft magnificence. The emperor's defign, after

lie had let fail, was to pa(s by Mehcdia, a city of

Africa, in order to make himfelf mafter of it ;. but
there aroie a violent

tenipeft, which fcattercd his fiiips
and gallies. At laft this viflorious fleet,, after having
paflTed through a great variety of dangers, came toTre-

pano in Sicily.

^

The grand mafter fent a fplendid embafTy to this

city, to congratulate him upon the happy fuccefs of his

E 3 arms.
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arms. This prince anfwered, in the moft obliging

manner, that he owed the beft part of it to the valour

and courage of the knights ; and, that the order might
be always engaged to adhere to his interefts, he be-

ftowcd very ricli prefents on the principal knights who
had attended him in this expedition ; and, by a frefli

relcript, or grant, ordained, that the grand mafter and

the council fliould draw from Sicily, cnftom free, all

the ammunition and provifions they (hould want. By
another edidl, and a peculiar privilege, he declared, that

BO knight, under any pretence whatever, (hould en-

joy, in the whole extent of his dominions, any pofTef-

lions belonging to the order, without the exprels per-

miffion of the grand jnafter and council, and unlefsthe

the originals of thofe grants had been feen by his ma-

jefty or his miniftcrs, and regiftred in his council of

itate.

The (quadron of the order returned happily into

the ports of Malta ; but the joy of the knights was a

little time after allayed by the death of the grand maf-

ter, who had hardly enjoyed that great dignity a year.

The order loft in him a worthy head, and a true reli-

gious. He, during his adminiftratlon, had forbid the

knights, under very levere penalties, indulging them-

felves in the cuftom, or rather the abufe which they
had brought from Italy, of masking themfelves during
the carnival; and he fubftituted, inftead of thefe bac-

chanals, tilts and tournaments, and leveral other mili-

tary excrcifes, which he made them confidcr as recre-

ations much more fuitable to warriors.

'TwAS from the fame ftridnefs of difcipline; and

cxa(5l obfervance of the ftatutes, that he refufed, in

fpite of all the inftances the pope could make, to no-

minate to a vacant commandery a young knight, in

prejudice of his feniors. He told this pontiff by letter,

that, upon his acceflion to the grand mafterfliip,hehad

taken the moft Iblemn oaths, as well as all his predecef-

fors, to obferve the ftatutes of the order, and that he

befought his holincfs to difpcnfe with his violaLlng fo

facred
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facred an obligation, which he had contraded at the

foot of the altars, and on the holy golpels.

DiDiER DE St. Jaille, prior of ThoLiIoufe, one
of the moft generous defenders of

Rhodes, of whom mention has been Didier de
made in the relation of thatfiege, fuc- St. Jail le.
ceeded Peter du Pont. He, in like 1536.
manner as his predeceffor, was ele<5t- 12th No\'.
ed in his abfence. The chevalier de

Bourbon fucceeded at the fame time, by the death of
brother Peter de Cluis, to the grand priory of France.
The firft ufe the new prior made of the riches annex-
ed to his priory, was to give orders for the making of
a fumptuous piece oftapeftry ; in which, on a ground
of filk heightned with gold, was Ceen the pidures of
all the grand matters," drawn to the life, and after ex-
cellent originals, which had been brought from Rhodes:
and as foon as fo rich and curious a piece of furniture
was finilhedj he fent it to Malta, and confecrated

it, to
adorn the principal church in that ifland.

These marks of the liberality and difintereftedne.^s

of the knights were not at that time uncommon in the
order. The greateft part of the commanders, particu-
larly fuch as were invefted with the principal dignities
of the order, u(ed gcneroufly to coniecrate all the reve-
nues ofthem in

fitting out armaments againft the infi-

dels. The greateft part of them fought rather for the

glory than the profit which might accrue to them
from their prizes ; and we may affirm, that there were
in all times more knights out at fea than on fhore, and

refiding on their commanderies. They were often
feen returning into the port of Malta, dragging after
them the veflTels and gallies of the infidels, out of which
they immediately delivered the Chriftian flaves of diffe-

rent nations ; and thefe Chriftians, after the recovery
of their liberty, carried back into their refpcclive coun-
tries, the teftimony and remembrance of the zeal and
Talour of the knights.

Among
•

Bofio, 1 8.
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Among thefe illuftrious perfonagos, each of whom
would merit a particular hiilory^ was reckoned Boti-

gella, prior of Pila, and general of the gallics; George
Schilling, grand bailiff of Germany ; Grolee, baiiitf of

Lango ; Jiiires Pelloquin, the grand raalicr's lieute-

nant ; Leo Strozzi, prior of Capua; Chateau-Renaud,
marllial of the order ; the commander Parifot de la

Valettc ; and a great many others, whole names are

mentioned in the memoirs of the order.

But no one at that time had. rendered himfelf more
formidable to the corfairs than the prior of Pifa, who
was continually out at fea. Not a fingle coriair durfl

come near the coafts of Sicily and Malta, hut he was

immediately fnapt up ; and fo great was the number
cf prizes he made that year, that the coriairs gave out,
he had a familiar demon, in the fhape of a dog, on board

his galley, who gave him notice of the day of their

departure from the coalls of Africa, and the places
where he might meet with them. Time had icarcc

ever produced a general, in whom was united fo per-
fe<5l a knowledge in fea affairs, with (o intrepid a bra-

very: he fell upon all he met, whether vi^eak or ftrong;

and, withont having any regard to any reprifals that

might be made, hanged all fuch renegadoes as fell in-

to his hands ; and being fevere in command, he re-

quired the fame bravery in his knights, of which he

gave them an example: nor was he lels ftrid in the

obiervance of military difcipline ; and after an expe-
dition, in which he had made very condderable pri-

zes, certain knights having made bold with fome of

the plunder, he had them put under an arrcft, and con-

fined them, for a long time, as ufurpers of the property
of the order. He was but juft returned into the port
of Tripoli, when they difcovered about dusk, and from
the top of the tower, three large galliots (leering to-

wards the illand of Gcrbes ; upon which the captains
of the galliots immediately defircd leave to go cut of
the port, and give them battle :

" Don't you perceive,
*•'

replied that able feaman, that if they fliould happen
*^

to fee you, the night, which is coming on, will fii-

*' vour
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'' vour their efcape before you can have time to come
*'

up with them ? Let them continue their courle at
'^

this time, but they fliall not be got to fuch a dii-
**

tance, but I will be up with them by day-break."
And indeed, no fooner was night come, but he failed

out of the port with three
galli<es,

and ftood forGer-

bcs, as well as the darknefs would allow. It was
fcarce day break when he difcovered thofe gallies,who
were failing in company ; upon which he immediate-

ly began to give them chace. The coriairs feeing
themfclves purfucd, leparated ; and one of the galliots
endeavoured to gain the coafts ofBarbary; but a gal-

ley, called the Cornuey or the Horned Galley, intercept-

ing it in its courle, was fooii up with it, and the

knights, with fabre in hand, attempted to board her.

Immediately the Turks, who were in great numbers
in that (hip, threw themfelves on that fide which the

knights were for attacking: their too eager hafte, and
the great number of men, who were all got to one fide,

occafioncd their deftru^ion ; for the galliot being o-

"veriet, funk to the bottom, in the fight, and to the great

regret of the knights, who were more afflided for the
death of the Chriflian flaves that were drowned on that

occafion, than the lofs of a prize, which could not pof-

fibly have efcaped them. The fecond galliot met with
almoil the fame fate, which the knights endeavoured
to board ; and as it was manned v«rith a great number
of Turks, they did not avoid fighting, but turned the

pi;ow againft the galley of the order. On both fides

a numberlefs multitude of furious difcharges were
made, which difibled a number both of Chriftians and
Turks. The pilot of the infidels, being more dextrous
than that of the order, prefented a broadfide, and af-

ter having difcharged a frefli volley of arrows, ftood
off to fea : but general Botigella, who had reserved
timlelf to fuccour that galley which fliould be the moft

vigoroufly attacked, oppofed the going off of the gal-
liot, and came up with it prow againfl prow. The
combat was now renewed with recruited fury ; the

Courfier^ or great ctuh, and the muskets, made a fu-

rious
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rlous difchavge on both fides ; the battle was maintain-

ed for a long time with equil advantage ; victory fliifc-

ed fides alternately more than once. The corfairs,

who were Teamen that had been brought up in the

midft of fire, and the fury of arms, fought with intre-

pid fury. They more than once flattered themfelves

with the hopes of forcing the wale of the galley, and

obliging the knights, who defended it, to give way :

but they were oppo fed with a fet of intrepid men, who
had ever been fearlels of danger. This courageous

body of fb'diers threw themselves, Iword in hand, in-

to the galliot, at ths lame time that the foldiers of the

Cornucy or horned galley, forced another part, and

joined the foldiers of the admiral galley. Twas now
not fo much a combat, as a general maiTacre : 'he Chri-

ftian foldiers gave no ijuarter, but, hurried on by a

thirft after booty, fo great a number of them flung
themfelves into the fhip, that, whether it were the pro-

digious weight of thole who entered it, and who were
all on one fide, or that it had Iprung a leak during the

engagement, it funk to the bottom ; when the vi(flo-

rious, confounded with the vanqiiifl-ied,
met with a

like fiite, and perifned even in the midll of vi6lory.
The largeft of the galliots, commanded by Scan-

der, a famous corfair, and by another rais, or captain,
did his utmoft to reach Zoara, thirteen miles diftant

caftward from the ifland of Zerbe, or Gelfey. But the

chevalier Parifot de la Valette, captain of one of the

gallics, and the worthy companion of Botigella, pur-
fued him fo clofe, that the Turks could not avoid

fighting. This new engagement was as bloody as the-

former : Scander fought like a man who had ever

been fearlefs of death, and who did not value being
cut to pieces, provided he came off but with vitflory.
The commander de la Valette, at the head of the

knights of his galley, and expofed to the arrows of the

enemy, received two wounds with an arrow during
the heat of the engagement, which prevented his per-

ceiving it; but fome time after a musket ball (battered

his leg to pieces, and threw him upon the deck. Not*

with-
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withdandlng his
dirtrei;-, and his being half dead, he

yet did not abate anjr thing of his iifuai courage, and
his ardent thirft of

viftory. The knights and ibldiers,
animated by his cries, puHied the infidels with fo much
intrepidity, that they forced their way into their

fliips.Here they were forced to come to a ibcond engagement-the Turks had rallied themielves about the marts, and
they began to fall on a frefti. Theie Barbarians, beingmad through defpair, and animated by the example of
their officers, fought with incredible fury ; and, thoughreduced to a fmali number, they yet forced the Chri-'ti-
ans to abandon their

(hip, and, after having difbigafred
themfelves from the cramp irons, with which they had
been faftened to the gallies, they, in fpite of all the
cfiorts of the knights, Hood off to fea, and (leered to-
wards Zoara. They were got pretty near it, when
the knights, who failed after their prey, came up with

them.^
The fight was of new renewed, which was now

the third time ofengaging ; but they were no more on
an equal footing ; for the Turks having loft the greatv-ft
part of their foldiers and failors, there fcarce remained
lufhcient to manage the (hip; and the few that furviv-
ed, ieeing the fiiore at hand, threw themielves into
the lea, in order to reach it. Eut as a great number
ot them were wounded, ihe major part of them were
drowned, among whom were two rais, or captains.
Immediately the knights made themielves mafters of the
galliot, whence they delivered 200 Chriftians : the
1 urks were chained down, and the renegadoes hang-
ed After which

Botigcila returned with triumph in-
to the port of Tripoli with his prize.
This fuccefs, and the continual war which the

knights niaintained
againft the African Turks, both

by lea and land, determined thele Barbarians to drive
them. If

poffible, out of Tripoli. The pirate Airadin,
lordofTagiora, being chiefly interefted in this war
too.c upon himielf the execution of this cnterprize; and
accordingly got together as many forces as he could
trom

Tagiora, Gienzor, and d'Almaya, the rendezvous
fcemg, at the tower of the Alcayd. He fcnt out in the

night-
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night-time, and at day-break attempted a fcalado at

thole parts of the wall of Tripoli which he thought
leaft defended. He hoped to furpriJc the knights : hjt

George Schilling, grand bailiff of Germany, who con>

manded in Tripoli, having advice lent him by his fpies,

which he kept in Tagiora, was under arms with the

whole ganilbn ; and no fooner did the Turks appear,
but they were briskly plied with fire works, boiling

rjil, and ftones ; at the fame that the artillery, and the

musketeers of the place, fired inccffantly on thole who
weie furtheft off, and who fuftained thole who were at

the head of the attack. Ahhough Airadin faw plainly
that he was difcovered, he yet fought on with the fame

bravery and relbl.ition. His troops, after his example,
made the moft furprifing efforts to get to the top of the

wall ; but it was lined with a good number of intre-

pid knights, who were fearlels of death and wounds.

Many died by the arrows and musket (hot of the infi-

dels. The Barbarians loft a greater number of men ;

but their places were immediately filled up by the great
number of forces they had brought along with them

for this expedition ; whereas the knighrs, on the con-

trary, who at that time were no more than forty in

number, with a weak garrifon, drew no fuccour but

from their courage, which even (eemed to increafe, in

proportion as their forces diminifhed. Tlie grand bai-

liff in particular ran up and down tothofe places where
the attack was warm. ft, and was fccn at all of them
almoft at the fame time. Airadin, for his part, did not

omit one of the duties of a worthy cotnmander, and,
more by his example than his words, drew on his Ibl-

diers, and did his utmoft to get to the top of the wall;

but this general having bt:en knocked off his ladder by
a ball, his foldieis found it a very difficult matter to

get hin, out of the ditch into which he was fallen. The
Turks thinking him dead, loft all then* courage ; they
all made off, and left at the foot of the walls a great
number of Ibldlers who had been killed there.

The g'-and bailiff, after their retreat, difpatcbed a

briganiine to Malta_, to give the grand maftcr's lieute-

nant
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nant and the council advice of the enterprlze of //ira-

din J by his letter he reprelented to them, that as Tri-

poli was Vvithout baftions and bulwarks, it would have
been impoffible for it to have held out again (1 an army
that dioLild have befieged it in form 3 that they were
even daily cxpofed to be furpnted in the lame manner,
and that in order to prevent it, and to drive, the infidels

from its neighbourhood, it would be neceifary for
them to raze the tower of the Alcayd, which held the

place inverted and blocked up on liiat fide, and hin-
dered the Chriftians from trading with the Moors and
Arabians, the inhabitants of the country, who were
as great enemies to the Turks and corfairs a 5 the

knights.
The council approved this enterprlie, and appoint-

ed the commander Botigella, prior of Pifa, and gene-
ral of the gallies, to head it. Accordingly he imme-
•diately put to fea with 500 knights, and about 700
Ibldiers, which the order kept in conftant pay at Mal-
ta ; and the bailiff Schilling, governor of Tripoli,
treated at the fame with fome Cheques^ or Arabian lords,
who, in coniidcration of a certain fum agreed upon
between them, furnifhed him a body of horie. Boti-'

gella having landed his forces at Tripoli, took thither
what artillery he tliought he Ihould ftand in need of,
and had it drawn by his flaves and the crew of his gal-
lies, almoft up to the tower he intended to bcfiege ;

when, without (laying to open the trenches, he firit

raifed his batteries, and contented himiclf with cover-

ing them with gabions. Airadin, at the noifeof this

attack, ran thiiher from Tagiora with what forces he
had about him : but when he was got to the town of
Adabus, which was not above three miles diftant from
the tower, he found himlelf (lopped by thekniglus,who were at the head of the Arabian hor.e. AJradin^
not finding himfejfftrong enough to attack a body that
was lined with 150 knights, contented him.'elfwKh
making a few light skirmifhes, which gave opportu-
nity to about 60 Turks to throw themiclves in:o the
-place. Notwithdanding this

iiiccour, general Bo-
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llgella battered it continually ; but perceiving that bis

ai tillcry did not make fo quick execution as he could

have v/ifhed, he fent for tiie wales or bends from liis

gallies, which he employed as 7na?itIc{Sy or a movable

pent-houfe; and being covered by thisftnce,he brought
up the miners to the foot of tlie wall, which he blew

up. Immediately the knights advanced up to the

breach, whidi they fotmd undefended ; for the great-
crt part of the corfairs had been buried under the ruins

of the mine. Such as had elcaped, flill dunned with

the noife, feeing the knights mafters ofthe breach, and

with their fvvords drawn, threw down their arms. Bo-

tigella immediately razed the tower ; and whilft the

crew of the galley, and other flaves, were employed at

this work, he advanced at the head of his little army
towards Adabus, where Airadin was intrenched. He
drove him from thence, abandoned the plunder of this

town the Arabians; and, after having left in Tripoli a

fuflicient bod)( of troops to reinforce the garriibn, he

reimbarked to return to Malta. In his cour fc he met

a great galeon that was coming from Egypt, freighted
with rich merchandize, commanded by a famous Tur-
kifh captain called Ardor. Botigella made dircdly to-

wards him with his gallies, came up with him, and, in

fpice
of all the fire of his cannon, the knights immedi-

ately boarded him, leaped into the Turkifh veffel with

their drawn fabres, and made themfelves maftcrs of it.

Two hundred Turks were made prifoners and flaves

on this occafion, and the prize was valued at i6o,oco
crowns ;

after which, the fortunate Botigella, who

juftly
defcrved to be always ib, returned into the port

of Malta. The commander James de Pelloquin, the

grand mafter's lieutenant, the greatell part of the lords

of the council, and as many knights as were on the

ifland, were at the port to receive him at his landing.
As they had been informed of the happy fuccefs of his

expedition, he was publicly prailed, and congratu-
lated upon that account ; and all this illuftiious body
of foldicrs led him, as it were, in triumph to the church

of
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of St. Laurence, where he went to return thanks to

God for the happy fuccefs of his arms.

They were ilili full of thole iii ft emotions of joy,
which the happy return of general Botigella gave the

convent, when various accidents threw them into a ge-
neial confternation. A young novice, who afpired to

the chaplainfliip of the order, robbed the image of our

lady of Philermos, which had been brought from

Rhodes, of the pearls and precious ftones with which
it had been adorned. Some days after, an Englifh

knight, being dj(lia(5^edly in love with a Mahe'e wo-

man, in the tran (ports of rage and jealouTy, ftabhcd

her with his own hand, upon very flight faipicions.

The grand mafter's lieutenant had fhe thief and the

murderer feized ; and after their being condemned by
the lecular judges of the ifland, they were carried at a
mile diftance from the port, when, being put into facks,

they were thrown alive into the fca.

To thete misfortunes llicceeded another, that was a

fubje<5l of no lei's afrliifiion to the whole body ofthe or-

der. The chevalier de Varennes Nagu, commander
of Trebous, arriving at Malta on the lOih of O^^ober,

brought thither the fad news of the death of the grand
mafter de St. Jaille, who having fct out from his prio-

ry of Toulou.'e, in order to go to the con-

vent, fell fick at Montpelier, where he 26. Sept.
died on the 26th of September. The next l 536.

day they met to chuie him afucceflor. E-

very one imagined, that the commander Boti/^ella, or
the lord de Grolee, otherways called the commander
Paflim, bailiff of Lango, would be ele^cd 10 that dig-

nity ; both of them being anticnt knights, who, by
their fervices, their brave adlions, and a lingular piety,.
had deferved To well of the order, and of aih Chiiil-

cndom.
But a cabal, which was earned on by the cheva-

Ecr Garcia Cortez, who happened to be at that time

the eki^ing knight, turned the majority of voices in.

F 2 favour:



64 HiJIory ofthe^ Knights c/Malta.
~

favour of the commander John d'Omedes, of the

language of Arragon, and baililf of

^JoHN Capla.
^

This bailhT had promifed him
1>'0,M£DES. along time before to procure him his

bailiwick, provided he fhould come to

the grand mafterfhip by his means. The cunning Spa-
niard, being a man of intrigue, and who faw that the

promo'ion of his friend would pave the way to his

own, made a merit, to the fixtcen elecflors, of a wound
and the lo/s of an eye, which d'Omedes had fuftained

daring the fiege of Rhodes : probably alfo the fubtle

Spaniard, without
infilling too much upon a wound,

which is often an ambig.ious mark of bravery, mi;:iht
have been artful enough to take advantage of the Tli-

pcriority which the knights of his nation, by the help
of [he emperor's power, had at that time in the afTciVi-

blies of the order. Be that as it will, no fboner was
the eledio.n of d'Omedes publifhi-d, but the grcatcft

part of the 360 knights, v/ho compofed the aftembly,

appeared in the higheft conilernaiion. The ill omens

ihey prefaged upon the government of the eledl, were
aficrward.s verified by an adminiifration ihat was fclf-

ijiterefted, partial, and cvsn cxtrcaiely harlh and ri-

gorous.
Ti^E iliuflrlous Botigella, ^o worthy of that higli

employment, was thrown aflde, and did not keep even
that of commander, or general of the gallies, with

which Leo Strozzi, prior of Capua, was afterwards in-

verted. He was a young lord of one of the firft houfes

of Florence, a near relation to Catherine of Medicis,

queen of Friincc, and on whom pope Clement Vll.

his uncle, at the fame time that he gave him the habit

of the order, had beitowed that dignity, of which he
was adually in pofTefrion at the time of his being raifcd

to the fovereign poniilicate.

The young prior, who had been made a captain
before he had been a Ibldier, had firfl fought under the

famous Andrew Doria, the emperor's general: the firlfc

eifay he made in his coinmand, was at his being, with

four gaiiies of the order, at the taking of twelve others

com-
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commanded by a Turk, whole name was Aii Zelif, a

gjeac iearnan, and commander of that Iquadron. Do-
ria had 34 gallics, belldes thole of the order; and

meeting the inllJels in the channel of Coifi!, he attack-

ed ihem with that confidence which he hud juiHy en-

tertained from the fuperior number of his galiies : but

he experienced on that occafion, that nothing is fupe-
rior to a re!b!ute courage. All had a great number of

Janizaries on board liis gallics, with orders to tranfport
them into Diimatia, where Solyman was getting to-

gether a body of forces. Theie foldiersgave the moft

fiiining marks of bravery, and fought like men who
were refblved not to iurvive their defeat. Tiiey level-

led the fury of their arms chiefly upon the knights,
their antient and eternal enemies ; and two Turkifh

galiies, one of which was the admiral, mveiled the ad-

niiral galley of Tvlalta. The firfl: kept clo.e to the

prow, and the other prelented her iide, and a cruel

and bloodv combat enfued. The Turks attacking the

knights very bfiskly, leveral of that order, and aniong
the re{t Conilans Opert, one of the principal oiiicers

on board the admiral galley, loil their lives in the brave

oppolition they made againft the Turks, who endea-
voured to throw themfelves into this galley. Fortune
feemed to favour them on that fide ; and they would

perhaps have carried off the admiral galley, had not
the prior of Capua, in this danger, commanded a cuj-

verine to be levelled againft that galley, which lay

long fide by it. This laved the admiral : for the Tr.r-

kifli galley being ftruck in her keel wiih that fingle
(hot, was immediately filled with water, and funk to

the bottom. The knights having thus got rid of an

enemy on that fide, turned all their force againft the
Turkifh admiral galley. The combat being upo^ a more

equal foot, became at the fame time more bloody. The
knights and Turks, with the defign of making them-
lelves mailers of the oppofite admiral galley, threw
ihemlelves reciprocally upon each other's weapons.
hs. length the knights feemed to have gained Ibme ad-

vantage over the infidels ; they forced the Janizaries,
•

1*' 3 and
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and threw ihemfclves in crowds, with their drawn
labres, into their gallcv. The Turks, beinp recover-
ed from the prodigious furprife which fo violent an
attack had tlirow n them into, renewed the combat
witli recruited fury. 1 he Ibldiers, tranfporlcd with

rage, would neither give nor take quarter. No fooner
one dropped, but his place was immediately filled up
by another. Though the knights had cut nioft of the

Turks to pieces, they were not yet mailers of the gal-

ley, and the few infidels that furvived, fought lels to

fave their own lives, than to take away thole of fome

kniglits. They all fuffered themfelves to be cut to

pieces to the lalt man ; and, what had been fcldoni

feen in thefc kind of engagements, the prior took his

gallc)'', without making (b much as a fmgle prilbner.
The infidels, who were in the other gallics, difco*

vcrcd no leis courage and intrepidity: notwithftanding
the great odds in the number of thefliips, and though
they were furrounded with 38 Chriltian gallies, they

yet fought with as much refolution as tliole of the ad-

miral galley. At lud the Chriftians forced vidory to

declare herfelf in their favour ; but they bought it at a

very dear price ; and not to mention a great number
of ibluiers, they loft in it Anthony Doria, one of the

general officers, the chevalier Copez, and a great
number of others of the fame order, who were either

woimded, or loft their lives in this engagement.
The emperor's general having notice ihat ten French

galiies were let fail from the port of Marililles, to car-

ry an etrbailador of Francis I. to Conftantinople, lay
under cape ralTaro, in order to furpiile them. The

general of the order, that he might observe an exadl

neurrajlty beiween thefe princes, drew off from the

body of the fleet. Reemployed this interval in fcouring
the coails of Calahria,and gave chacc to two great galiots,

arid a corfair foift, of which he m.ule htmfcif mafter,

and delivered 400 Chriftians out of flavcry, whom he

carried into the port of iMaha. with the jriibneis he

had made. The whole body of people ran to con-

gratulate him upon the happy fuccefs of his liift arms,
and
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and drew the moft: happy prefages from thence j which
he afterwards verified by the great anions he performed^
both in the ocean and in the mediterranean. Scarce
had this young general difarmed his fhips, when he

heard, that Philip Strozzi his father had been taken

prifbner in an engagement by young Cofmo of Medicis,
duke of Florence

; that this prince had cauied him to
be carried into that city, loaded with irons, and that

ihey were actually at that time profecuting him as a
criminal of ftate, and a rebel. The prior of Capua,
in the deepeft aiiiidion at this dilmal news, begged
the council to difmils him- ; which.having obtained, he
hired a brigantine at his own expence, and immediate-

ly fet fail for
Italy.

For the better underftanding of this hiftorical inci-

dent, which will have a very great influence on all we
have uccafion to mention hcreauer concerning the pri-
or, who was one of the greateft captains of his age,
the reader muft recoiled the feveralpalfages in the fore-

going book relating to the war which the emperor
Charles V. had made againll pope Clement VII. of the
iKJule of Aledicis During this war, and the imprifon-
ment of this pontiff, the citizens of Florence had divid-
them/clves into two parties ; the one who adhered to
the houle of Medicis, was for raifing it to the throne,
and abfolute monarchy : the other maintained the an-
tient form of government, and was for

maintaining
their liberty, and a republican adminiftration. As
long as pope Clement and the emperor continued
at variance, this laft: prince fided publicly with the

republicans ; they relied entirely upon his
protec^iion,

and the Medicis had been drove from Florence, as

tyrants, and enemies of the public liberty.
But the emperor, whole re/blutions varied witli his

jntereil, being reconciled with the pope, the confidence
of the Florentines abated, and their

liberty was very
much endangered. By the treaty made between the

pope and Charles V. the Medicis were to be reftored in

Florence, to all the dignities and polRfTions they had
enjoyed before their banifliment ; and by a fecret ar-

ticle.
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tide, -the emperor had engaged himfc-Jf to effablini

Alexander de Medlcis, ba(Lird (on of Laurence duke
oF Urblno ; or, according to others, Ibn to Clement

himlclt, prince, and perpeti?al governor oF that republic.
This was tlie cauleof the

fi^^ge, which the troops ofthe

pope and emperor, in concert, carried on before that

place ; and after having mads tliemielves nvaflers of it^

that they might not terrify the republican party, the

exnperor would have the nev/ prince take upon him
no more than barely the title of governor of the repa-
blic of Florence. But Alexander, who was too young
to prescribe bounds to his aaibiiion, and ieeing himfelf

afterwards the emperor's (bn-in-law, by his marriage
with Margaret of Auftria, natural dauahter of that

prince, affeded mightily the majefty of kings, and

governed this ftate with an haughtinefs and independ-

ence, which rendered him odious, not only to his fel-

low-citizens, but even to his very relations. Upon
which a dangerous conlpiracy was formed againft the

life of this pritice,
at the h-sad of which was Philip

SLro27.i, husband of Ciariffa of Medicis, and filler to

pope Leo X. and he had the art to engage in the fame

plot Laurence of Medicis, coufin to the governor his

next heir, and even his favourite. Perhaps, befides the

motive and pretext of defending the public liberty, he

might have had an eye to that great liicceflion, and was

more an enemy to the prince than to the principality.

Be that as it will, this perfidious wretch, who admini-

Itred to all the pleafures of duke z^lexander, pretending
he had appointed him a rendezvous with a Florentine

lady at his houfe, got him thither, and dabbed him.

But inllead of feizing upon the palace, and exciting
the people by the hopes, ai::d the fjjecious bait of liberty,

to take up arms in his favour, trouble, aftonifiiment, and

fear, fuccceded to fo cruel an adion. He fled, and the

partizans of the houfe of Medicis, recovering from their

lurprife, and being unable to fupport thcmlelves with-

out a head, filled up the dignity of duke Alexander

with Cofmo de Medicis, tho' of a diftant branch, a

youth fcarce fifteen, yet of a juJgmjnt vaftly fuperior
to
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to his years, and who, hi fo delicate a junftjre, dil-

covered as much courage as arabhion. He was ion to

John of Medicis, one of the inoft famous captains of

Italy, and of Mary Salviati, a woman as much cele-

brated for her noble exiradion, as for her wiidom and
condud. This lady, ever Unce the death of John of

Medicis, had lived in widow-hood with great aulterity,

and, fiiutting herlelf up in her houie, had employed all

her thoughts In the education of young Cofmo. Upon
the firft news (lie had of their delign to advance her
fon to the dignity which duke Alexander had enjoyed,
whether it were maternal tcnderneis inlpircd her with

fear, when flie thought of his filling up fo dangerous a

poll J or that, as fome hidorians have advanced, that

generous woman nreferred the liberty of her country
to the aggrandizing of her fon, Ihe employed her tears

and intrcaties to difTiade him from accepting it. But

Colino, eithvr more refolute, or more ambitious, with-
out liilening to her remonftrances, abandoned hiiiifeif

to tlie partizans of his houfe By their credit, h:; was

acknowledged for governor of the common-wealih in

a public aflembly; and the emperor, having notice ofthe
fatal death of his fon-ni-lav/, confirmed this diipofiiion.
Colino took the reins of government into his hands;

and, tho' fo young, conducted himieif with fo much
prudence, that it would not be eaiy to determine,
whether he was mod indebted to his skill, or his good
fortune, for the principafuy of Florence.

Strozzi, and the Partizans for arepublican govern-
ment, feeing the Medicis party prevail in the city,
withdrew out of it, and gave out lecret commilFions for

the levying of forces, to enable themlelves to return

ipto it iword in hand. They flattered thc»r.lelves, that

young Colino, bulled with the cares of his infant go-
vernment, would not fo ibon be able to purfue thezn.

But this prince, who had faithful Ipies in all their ca-

bals, foon had notice of their armament ; and, in order
that they might not have time to increafe it, he went
out of Florence at the head of his friends, and the

ftandiug forces of the government ; and llrcncrthned
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by the authority of the laws, of which he himfelf was-

the depofitory, he marched dire(5lly againlt the Strozzi,

who were publicly profcribsd by the magillracy.
Both parties met near Marono, a village not far from

Florence, and foon engaged ; but 'twas rather a rout

than a battle. The greateft part of the conlpirators,

fearing to fall into the hands of their enemies, took to

their heels. Strozzi, and a few faithful -friends, who
were refolved not to abandon him, Hood their ground,
and fought like delperadoes, who were refolved to be

cut to pieces ; but they were diilippoinrcd. Cofmo,
whom it fb nearly concerned to have the moft exadl

account of the forces, and the lecret correipondence of
that party, had given orders that (heir lives fliould be

fpared, in wluch he was obeyed, for they contented

themfclves with furrounding them ; when being dif-

armed, they were immediately put in irons, and were
carried into the prifons in Florence ; after which they

began to profecutc them.

'TwAS on fuch diilnal news, that the prior of Capua
fet out from Malta for Italy, to labour at the procuring
of his father's liberty. But being arrived at Naples,
be was informed, that he had killed himlelf in prifon

during his confinement j whether it were to avoid the

ignominy of his execution, or, as fome hiftorians have

given out, thro' fear leafl the violence of the rack, and
other kinds of torture, fhouM extort from him the name
of the lecret partizans which he had in the city. This

man,whom tjie heathens of antiquity would have ador-

ed, but whom the Chriftians condemn, killed himlelf

with a fwoid, which had been left in his chamber.

The following verfe of Virgil was found upon the

manile-trec, which he had engraved with the point of

liis fword.

Exorlare aliquis noflr'is ex ojfibus ultor !

O may there rife fome "vengcr of our blood!

VirgiL

His
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His children, faitliful to their father's memory, devot-
ed themfelves to revenge his death, but in a glorious
manner, which the laws authorifed. As they confider-
ed the emperor as no othei- than the fubverter of the

liberty of their country, and the indjred author of their

-father's death, they went over to the French, and [erv-

-ed in their armies. Peter Strozzi the eldcfl: role by his

valour to the dignity of marlhal / and the prior of Ca-

pua diftinguifhed himfelf in the fea-iervice, in which
he commanded as general of the galiies : nor was lie

lels ferviceable to his own order, as we (liali find in the

fequel of this hiftory; and would afterwards have been
choien grand mafter, had not they been apprchenfive
that he, in order to gratify his particular relentment,
would have broken through the neutrality which the

grand mafters, and the body of the order, had always
profefled to obferve with regard to Chriftian princes.
Du RING his abfenceand his ftay in Italy, the chevalier

Paul Simeoni, prior of Lombardy, who had contribut-
ed fo much to the taking of Tunis, was made general
-of the galiies, and ordered foon after to go along with
4he marquefs of Terra Nova, to the port of Sufa in

Africa, which having revolted fromMuley Ha^cen, king
of Tunis, that prince intended ro befiege.
\ SusA flood upon a rock near the fea, at eight or
nine leagues diftance from Tunis, beyond Cape-bon. Its

haven. is (ecure, and, like the place, defended by an
old caftle, which is fortified and furrounded by ditches,
with an efplanade quite round. The Turks, fmce the

emperor's return from the conqueft of Tunis, had feiz-

€d on mofl of the places which lay along the coaft, and
liadihut upMuley Haicen in his capital ; who, in order
to recover the entire poiTdfion of his dominions, and to
clear themof fuch ufurpers, had applied to the brder of
St. John. In purfuance of which, he font an embalTa-

-dor, Camugi by name, to Malta, to implore fuccours
from the knights. That minifter, in order to engage
them in this entcrprilc, reprefcnted to them, that the
corfairs had fortified Tachiora ; that they had put a

ilrong garrifon in
it, under the command of Mo;at Aga,

one
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one of the principal captains of BavbarofTa ; that tliey

expedled that general of the corfHirs with a large fleet ;

and that the order would never be able to keep Tripoli,

if they did not traverfe his defigns. The grand mafter

thiO'jght proper to fend this advice to the emperor, who

finding; that the defence of Muley his vafTal concerned

himiclf more nearly than it did the order, prefled the

grand mafter to ioin his forces to thofeof Sicily, in order

to clear the coaft of Barbary of the Corliiirs ; and at the

fame time ordered his viceroy to furnifh Muley all the

fuccour he (liould have occafiou for, to form the ficge

of Sufa.

The grand mafter, and the viceroy, fitted out four-

teen gallies, on board of which were a good number

of knighis and troops, in the fervice of the order j to

which the viceroy joined 5000 foot as his quota, under

the command of the maiquefs of Terra Nova, a Sicilian

nobleman, who was to be general of the land forces,

whilft the general of the galliesof the order kept out,

and commanded at lea.

This ftjuadron, pafTing through the channel of

Malta, came olt the place where Muley had pitched
his camp. The marquefs of Terra Nova, and the

knights, landed their troops and a train of artillery,

which the king of Tunis wanted ; they then opened
the trenches, and planted batteries, which began to

play upon the weakeft part of the town, which they

would infallilly have taken, had not the marquefs been

impofed upon by a renegado, who had adviied him to

change the place of his battery. Tliis renegado,

feigning to have made hisefcape, and pretending to be

greatly grieved for his having quitted his religion and

his country, threw himfelf at the marqueis's feet,

Shedding a flood of tears at the lame time, and begged
him to pardon his delertion and apoftacy. The mar-

quefs,deceived by thele ipeciousmarks of his repentance,

prom'fed him the utmoft lecurity in his army; and aho,

that after the taking of Sula, he would carry him back

to Europe. He then began to enquire of the renegado

abojt the condiiion of the place, to whom the trahor

gave
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gave an account, agreeable to what he had concerted
before with the governor: heparticularly told him, with
an air of the

utmoftfincerity, that the quarter which his

cannon played upon was the rtrongeft part of the place ;

that the wall there was ftrengthened with a rampart,
and that tho' they might pofTibly ruin and beat it down,
they yet would find deep intrenchments behind it, for-

tified with flanks and redans, and lined with a good
number of musketeers to keep off the aifailants

; and
added moreover, that the governor, finding him engag-
ed in attacking that place, had made his boafts, that all

the Chi iftians (hould perifh in it. The marquefs, to
whom this account gave no finall uneafinefs, asked
him which was the weakeft poft of the place : which
being juft what the renegado wanted, he (hewed him
the ftrongeft part ; when the marquefs, deceived by the
advice of this infidious wretch, changed his batteries
and made all his efforts againft fome towers which
Hanked the caftle. Thefe towers, the renegado affur-
cd him, would be demolifiied by his cannon in a mo-
ment ; but they fpent all the powder they had brought
from Maka and Sicily, on making only a very nar-
row breach. However, as their ammunition

failed,
the marquefs, who was not yet undeceived, refolved to

attempt an affault. In purfuance ofwhich, an hundred
and thirty knights, and four hundred foldiers in the fer-
vice of the order, mounted it firft ; who, though they
could march only in files, one after another, they yet
got to the top of the breach, where they intended to
have made a lodgement ; but they met with fuch largeand deep intrenchments before them, and were expoi'ed
to iuch vollies of (hot from the muskets, and crofs-bows
in the flanks, as obliged them to retire. They then
propofed to turn the attack and the batteiies on another
fide but were prevented by the want ofpowder. 'Twas
with the utmoft anguifh, that the marquefs faw himiejf
under a

neceffity of raifmg the fiege, who, before he
reimbarked,relblved to vent his anger on the renegado;but that villain, pleafed with the happy fuccels his artil
fice had met whh, was fled back into thetown, toreceiv^-
VoL. IV. G

. the
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the reward of his treachery and hypocrify ; and the

knights, after having left a great number of their com-
rades and foldiers at the foot of the walls, and on the

breach, returned delponding to Maha, where they com-

plained that the emperor had lacrific ed the forces of the

order, under a general (o very unfit to command over
them.

The commander Botigella feconded thefe
jufl: com-

plaints with his advice. He was juft returned from
his government of Tripoli, which being expired, Fer-
dinand de Bracamont, commander of Ecolca, was no-

' minated his fuccefTor ; and Alonfo Cordan, a knight of

great reputation, was to command the cavalry of the

place. Botigella. on his return, took occafion, from
the ill fuccefs of the fiege of Sula, to rcpre/ent to the

grand mafter and council, that experience ought to

have made them icnflble, h< w iinpradlicable it was for

the Chriftians ever to make any fixed and durable con-

qucfts on the coaft of Africa, and among the Moors ;

and ;hat, either from the averfion which a difference

of religion is apt to infpire, or from the natural incon-

ftancy of thofe people, who were altogether as unfaith-

ful toibvereigns of iheir own nation, as they were to

foreigners j that moft of the cities along the coaft of

Africa, fince the return of Charles V. had revolted

more than cnce ; that the wars which they maintain-

ed, and the fquadrons which they fitted out to aifift

the emperor, drained the order of its beft fubjedls, and

coft them immenfe iiims j that the cefTion, which that

prince had made, or, to fpeak more properly, the

burthenfome condition which he had laid upon them,
of undertaking the defence of fuch a place, which he

had annexed to the conveyance of the iile of Malta,

ought to be confidered as a fatal prefent to the order ;

and that the only remedy left was to deliver it back

immediately to that prince j or, in cafe of his
infifting

on the knights continuing ftill there, to inlift that he
himielf iliould put it in a ftate of defence, and be at

the expence of raifing the fortifications, and other

works ncccifary to enable it to fuflain a ilege.

What



John d'Omedes Grand Majler, 75

What deference fbever the conndl might have for

the opinion of Botigsila, they yet thojght proper, in (b

important an aiFalr, to confult fuch knights as were belt

skilled in fortification, and particularly thole who had
commanded in the place. Thele all unanimoiiiiy conclud-
ed that it was not tenable; and, upon their report, the

council dilpatched the bailiff de Grolee to the emperor.
He, after his arrival at his court, repreieated to him,
that it would be impoffible to keep Tripoli, unlels they
fortified it with walls of a neceffiry height and thick-

nefs ; that ditches of a proper breadth, and bulwarks
for its better defence, were wanting ; that unlefs thcfe

precautions ihould be taken, they wo.ild only expo.e
ail the knights there to be cut to pieces ; ihat if rhe

town fliould be taken, it v/ould be impofUbh '^w \\:-t

caftle, which was built after the antique faih .^n. 10

hold out above a few days; and, ladiy, that it was per-
haps more the emperor's intereft to abandon fuch a weak
place, to blow up the caOile, and fill up the mouth of
the harbour. But the emperor, who was neither wil-

ling to be at the expencc of
fortifying ic, nor to deprive

himfelf of aport which ierved as a key to Africa, and
coil him nothing for its defence, ordered the bailiff to
tell the grand mafterfrom him, that he would ncgled
nothing to put Tripoli in a condition of defence ; that
he dedred the order to keep always a ftrong garrilon
in it, and that in cafe the infidels fhould

befiege it.
He would immediately (end pofiiive orders to the vice-

roy of Sicily, to throw in all the neccffary fuccours.
he continued to fay, that he hoped to be able,. in a little

time, to drive all the Turkifh corfairs out of the coaft^
of Africa, and that till fuch lime as he could turn his arms
on that fidp, the order would oblige him in joining
their gallies to the fleet hq had lent into the Mediter-
ranean.

The bailiff, at his return, having given the council
an account of the fuccels of his embaffy, they immedi-
ately fitted out four

gallies, having on board 200
knights, under the command of Simeoni bailiff of

Lombardy, who joined the Chrillian army at Meffma;,
G 2 which
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which Andrew Doria, prince of Melphi, and great ad-

miral to the emperor, commanded. This general was
a Genoefe, and born of a noble family, which he ren-

dered dill more illuftrious by his prodigious bravery.

King Francis I. and pope Clement VII. had borh of
them given him the command of their fleets. After

having quitted the king's iervice, he went to the

f mperor's. This prince, whofe intrigues were more
formidable than his fword, and who was fo artful in

corrupting his enemy's generals, got this Gcnoeleover
to his lide, by the ofTers he made him of an annual

penfion of 60,000 ducats, and alio of maintaining

confhmtly twelve gallies under his command ; alTuring

him, at the lame time, that Genoa fhould enjoy its li-

berty, under the emperor's prot^dion, and that Savona
ilioiild be reduced under their dominion. Doria,
after having agreed to theie articles, gave out, in order

to judify his changing fides, that the king of France

did not pay him the fubfidies ftipulated for maintaining
Lis gallies; that he had baulked him of the ranfora he

was to have for the prince of Orange, his prilbner of

wari and that, notwithftanding all the inftances he had-

ulcd with the minifters of Francis I. in favour of theGe-

noe/e his countrymen, he yet could never prevail fo far

as to have them treated with It^-^ opprclTion and feve-

j-jty.
'Tis pretended, that this lad motive of complaint

had a greater influence on his fliifcing fides than all

the reft ; and that this general, who was fond of

alory,
flattered himfelf, that he fliould immortalize his

name, by delivering his country from the dominion of

the French. Probably too, that under colour of the

emperor's prote^ion, and the fiiadow ofthis liberty, he

might at the fame time have had an eye to the cfta-

bhftiin" his own authority there, for the rule of the

government.
Whatever might be the fource of thefe different

motives, 'tis certain, that France could hardly have fuf-

fercd a more confiderable lofs, or the emperor have made

a more ufeful acquifition ; for he employed him equal-

ly againft Solyman and Francis I. and in the prefent oc«

cafion^
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cafion, he not only commanded the vefTels of Charles
V. but hadlikewile the fupreme authority over all the

reil, in quality of generalilfimoover all the tleetof the

Chriftian league.
The pope was alfo engaged in this league, which

the emperor and the order of Malta had made j and
their bufinefs now was to draw the Venetians into it ;

but they carefully avoided all occafions of coming to a

rupture with Solyman, a formidable prince, whole ter-

ritories were adjoining to thole of that republic. Doria,
in order to render them fufpeded to Solyman, and make
as if thofe republicans were to a<ft in concert with him,
wrote to Girolamo Pezaro, their general; by which he
told him, that it would be necefTary to attack the

Turks, before their feveral fquadrons fhould be joined.He fent this letter by a finall bark, which, as he de-

figned it, fell into the infidels hands, which they fent

immediately to Solyman, who thereupon made bitter

complaints of it to the baiio or embaiTador of the com-
monwealth. In vain did that minifter proteft that the

republic of Venice had no intelligence with Charles V.
all his oaths and proteftations made no great imprelfion
on Solyman.

" There is, (ays that prince to him, but
'' one way left to judify your raafters, which is, that
*^

they immediately fign a league with me againft the
'^

emperor, and join their fnips to my fleet, in order
i^** to attack his dominions." The fenate, whole fun
damental maxim was the obferving of a

neutrality, re-

jeded the propoial ; and an accident happened, at the
lame time, which furnilhed an occalion or pretence for
a rupture.
The Sultan's imperial galley being leparated by a

ftorm, fell by night into the fleet of the Venetians,when Alexander Coniarini, proveditor-generalW the'

army, taking it in the dark for a veflel
belonging to

the corfairs, attacked it, killed the rais or commander,
cut^ ^00 janizaries to pieces, and made himlelf mafter
of it. Solyman made great complaints on this fubjea,
and demanded that Contarini Ihould be delivered into
his hands, to be punifhed ; but not being able to attain

G 3 tl^is
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this fatlsfatStion, he declared war againll the Venetians.

Whatever fliare the knights might have in this war,
'twould be foreign to my prefent piirpolc to enter into

the detail of it ; all I (hail obfervc is, that the Chrifti-

an and Turkilli fleets met near a bay of the Adriatic ;

that they cannonaded each other furioufly ; but that the

Turks, who were under BarbarofTa's command, find-

ing themfelves to be weaker, retired into the bay of

Arta, to avoid coming to a general engagement ; that

feveral battles had been fought, but not one of them
decifive j and finally, that Doria, notwithllanding his

having been carneftly follicitcd by the patriarch of

Alexandria, who commanded the pope's Iquadron, and

by the knights of St. John, had yet obftinately rcfuf-

cd, under pretence that there was not wind enough for

his (hips to advance againft the enemy, and had look-

ed quietly on, whilft Barbaroflli made his efcape, for

fear of deftroying the only general the enemy had,
who was formidable to his mailer ; fince, that as long
as Barbarofla ihould be living, he would be necelTary
to tlie emperor : a piece of policy, which both Barba-

rofifa and Doria reciprocally obferved, who, without any-
concerted intelligence between them, never pufhed their

advantage contrary to their refpedtive interefts, lb far

as to get rid of an enemy, who, tho' he were a rival,

was yet of ule to enhance their feveral talents and capa-
cities.

The Chriftians were lefs fuccefsful at land than they
had been at lea. The conqueft of Hungary had always
made part of the va(l projed, or, to Ipeak more pro-

perly, part of the chimera of an univerfal monarchy
afcribed to Charles V. In confequence of which, Fer-

dinand, king of the Romans, who was brother to the

emperor, in concert with him, or rather by his orders,
had adlually inverted the town of Buda j and Rocan-

dorf, one of his generals, was carrying on the fiege
with great vigour. Solyman, who was jealous of any
acceffion of power to the houfe of Auftria, and under

pretence that Sepufius, the laft king of Hungary, had,

by his will, appointed him to be tutor to his infant

fon.
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fon, fent Mahomet, one of his baflias, to throw fuc-

cours into the place. The Turkiih general attacked

and forced the Tines of the Auftrians^cut above 20,000
men to pieces, either put to flight, or took priibners
the poor remains of the army ; and Solynian, arriving
foon after in Hungary, entered into Buda, into which
he put a ftrong garrilbn, under pretence of preventing
the defigns of Ferdinand ; and, in order to cloak his

ufurpation, declared publicly, that as foon as the

young king (liould be of age, he would delirer him up
the place.
^> Notwithstanding a folemn promife made,
which ambitious princes never want pretences to excuie
themfelves from performing, this enterpriie ofthe grand
fignior alarmed the Hungarians no leis than the Ger-
mans. No body queftioned but that the emperor
would bring a mighty force into the field, in order to

rid himfelf of fo formidable a neighbour : 'twould have
been a fight altogether worthy the attention of all other

monarchs, to fee thofe two great princes, both ofthem
fo powerful and fo ambitious, fighting againft each

other, and difputing the entire poflcnion of Hungary in

the field. But whether it were that Charles V. did not
care to truft his glory to fortune, or that he flattered

himielf with fucceedingin another enterpriie, the event
of which was lefs doubtful ; that prince, whole defigns
were always impenetrable, left the defence of Hun-

gary to the king his brother, in order to attack Africa,
and fall upon the dominions of Barbarofla. The ab-
fence of that corfair king, who was gone to Conltanti-

iiople, made him flatter himielf that he (hould meet
with a weak oppofitionin the taking of Algiers; and
he hoped to have the fame lucce(s in the fiege of this

place, as he had had in that of I unis. For whithend,
he ifiTued out orders in Spain, in Naples, and in

Sicily,
for making preparations fuitabieto the greatnefs of the

cnterprife. Ferdinand Cortez, the Spaniard who ac-

quired fo much glory by the dilcovery and conquefi: of

Mexico, was appointed to command the ar/nament that
was to be made in Spain. Ferdinand de Gonzag'a, and

Don
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Don Pedro de Toledo, viceroys of Sicily and Naples,
carried on their preparations with as great application
in thofe two kingdoms- They drew a good body oF

cavalry from Germany, and the county of Burgundy;
and Camillo Colonna, Auguftin Spinoia, and Antonio.

Doria, having the commifilon of colonels, made levies

of foot all over Italy.

The gcand master of Malta received a letter at the

fame time from the emperor, written in the molt oblig-

ing terms, by which the knights were invited to join
then- forces to his, for the undertaking of an holy war,

which, he aifured them, was dellgned only for the de-

ftrudion of the corlairs, and the enemies of the order.

So great was the number of knights who offered them-

felves for this expedition, that Malta and the convent

would have been left delart, had not the grand mafter

prudently limited this fuccour to four hundred knights*
Thefc went on board four gallies of the order, each

knight being attended with two fervants well armed ;

aipd George Schilling, great bailiif of Germany, and at

that time general of the gallics of the order, was ap-

pointed to command the Iquadron ; who, in the port
of Bonifacio, joined part of the emperor's fleet, com-
manded by him in peiTon, from v/hence they went to

Majorca, where the fhips and gallies had orders to

rendezvous before the end of September.
There was no one that could flatter himlelf with

the hopes of fucceeding in an enterprife, which was
undertaken when the feafon was fo flir advanced : but

as the emperor purfued it with great vigour, the cour-

tiers, whofe whole employment is flattery, were not

willing to fugged to him a truth fo contrary to his in-

clination. So that there was no one but Andrew Do-

ria, the great admiral, and the marquels del Guafto,

jreneral
of the land forces, that durft preliime to repre-

ient to him the perils to which he was going to expofe
himfelf : and Doria, who was the grcateft leaman of

his age, told him, that no pilot, in liich a feafon, durll

venture out to fea for any time, without the utmoft ne-

ceffity J that the fca of Barbury was at that time very

fubjed
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fubje<5l to ftorms, and that he was afraid lert a guft of
whid (hould fcatter his fleet, and hinder the fuccefs of
his arms : and the venerable old man added, in his mi-

litary ftile,
" Suffer yourlelf, fays he to him, to be di-

" verted from this cnterprife, for if v;^e (hould go, we
*^

fliali be all loft by God/* To which the emperor
replied, laughing,

" Two and twenty years of empire
'* for me, and three-fcore and twelve of life for you,
'^

ought to latisfy us, fo as to make us both die con-
*^ tented.'* And lb, without altering his refolution,

he went on board, iet fail towards Algieis ; when, af-

ter having met Vv'ith a pretty violent ftorm, he at laft

got into the road of Algiers, where he ar.'ived on the

24th, or, as others have it, on the 26th of Odober.
Though the wind was down, yet the Tea ftill ran

fb high, that they were forced to defer the landing for

two days, in order to prevent the foldiers being forc-

ed to wade through the water up to the middle. It

was afterwards made, without any great oppofition
from the infidels, when fixty gallies put their troops
afhore, and the great fliips landed theirs in boats : Af-
ter their dilembarkation, the army on land was found
to confift of 20,000 foot, and 6000 hor/e. Tiie empe-
ror, in order to prevent jealoufies, which too often

arife between different nations, divided his troops into

three bodies ; the firft was compofed of Italians, to

whom he joined the knights and foldiers of Malta, un-
der the command of the grand bailiff, who received
no orders from any body but the emperor. The Spa-
niards, all of them old foldiers, were put in the lecond

body ; and the Germans, Burgundians, and a great
number of volunteers, compofed the third. The Spa-
niards had the van, the Italians the main body, where
the emperor was in perfon, and the Germans wtre put
in the rear. Every one of thefe bodies had three field-

pieces at the head of their line, to play upon the

Arabs, who, without keeping any order, made their

attack, did what execution they could, then wheeled

off, and were inceffantly returning to the charge.
rat
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The emperor ordered the battalion of Malta to ex-

tend itfelf to the left of the main battle, to repulle thofe

light horle ; the knights were on foot, armed with
cuiralTes and head-pieces, and a long or half pike in

their hands. The author of a relation lent to the

pope, obierves, that their fubrevefts v/ere all of da-'

mask or crimfon velvet, on which tlielr white croUcs

being placed, made a glittering fhew ; and that they
difcovered fuch an air of grandeur and intrepidityj as

gave terror to all fuch Baibarians as durfl: approach
them. The emperor's head quarters were marked out

between two brooks ; and he planted heavy artillery
all around a little hill, which at the lame time played
both upon the town and the country.
The city of Algiers, built in form of an amphithe-

atre, (lands on the declivity of a hill over againft the

port ; the foundation of which is afcribed lo the foa

ofJuba king of Mauritania. BarbarofTa, at his letting
out for Conltantinople, committed the government of
it to an old eunuch, named Hafcen, who was an aga,
and a renegado of the ifland of Sardinia, a great iea-

man, and one in whom he entirely confided. The

emperor, before he attacked the place, difpatched a

gentleman to him, to perfuade him to furrendcr it.

The envoy, in order to determine him to it, gave him
an account of the emperor's pawer, his forces, his land

and lea armies, at the fame time offering him confider-

ablefums ; and concluding his dilcourle with a repre-

lentation, that he ought to make ufcjof this occafion to

return into his own country, and of being re-admitted

into the bofom of the church, from which he had been

unhappily divorced by his unfortunate circumftances.

The eunuch heard him out with patience, but all the

anfwer he returned him, was,
** That it was a great"

piece of folly for any one to take upon himlelf to
'* advi(e an enemy ; but that it was a much greater
*^ to hearken to the advice that an enemy gave." Up-
on which, he immediately difmilfed the gentleman.
The governor had with him 800 Turks, who

were old and experienced fokliers; and about 6000
inhabit
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inhabitants, partly Moors, and partly refugees of Gra-
nada, all bearing arms, and all to a man re/blved to be
killed upon the (pot, rather than fall again under the
dominion of the Spaniards. The aga had likeways
fent money and pretents to feveral captains of the A-
rabs, in order to engage them to fcour the country, and
harrafs the camp of the Chriflians ; to which ihey had
but too natural a

propenfity, from the genius of their

nation, which fubfifts only by incurfions and plunder.
All the plain was foon covered over with them ; moft
of them had long javelins, which they hurled with fo
much dexterity, that the Chriflians found it a very dif-
ficult matter to parry the ftroke.

Whilst thefe light hone were
continuing their

skirmiflies, there aj^oie, as night was coming on, a ter-
rible ftorm, attended with an exceffive cold rain, and
which powered down in fuch floods, that it filled the
Ciiriftian camp with water. The rain foaked the
ground to fuch a degree, that they could march only in
dirt and mire ; befides, as they had not had time fuf-
ficient for the landing of their tents and

equipages, the
whole army had nothing but the sky to cover them ;
fo that the ibldiers matches were quite put out, and the
powder in their pouches all wet. The governor, in
order to make his advantage of this dilafter, lallied out
;at day-break, with part of the garriibn, who firft fell

upon three companies that were pofted upon a ftone-

bridge, which led to one of the gates of the town :

and the infidels, finding thefe foldiers benumbed with
cold, cut them to pieces. This little fucceis encou-
raged them to fall upon the emperor's quarter ; but the
colonels Colonna and Spinola ran thither, at the head
of their regiments, fuftained by the knights of Malta,
who, though on foot, fell in [b furiouily among the
Turkifii and Moorifli cavalry, that they killed a greatnumber of them, and di.'hiounted feveral. The author,
to whom I am obliged for part of this relation, fays,^
that a French knight, brother Nicholas de Villegag-

non
» Relation du fieged'Alger addrefiee au pape Paul III. paric

fecretaue de fon legat,
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non by name, throwing himfelf, with an impetuofity,
natural to his country, into the midft of the infidels,

was wounded in the left arm by a Moorifh horleman,
who ftruck him with his lance ; but that the knight,

having miflf-d the thrufi: he made at him with pike, as

the Moor was turning his horfe to give him a fecond

blow, the knight, who was very tall, and of a ftiength

proportionable
to his ftatuve, leaped upon the crupper

of his eMmy's horfe, gave him a (tab, and threw him
to the ground. Nor were his companions infeiior to

>jm in bravery ; for they all rallied about the (landard

of the order, when Ferdinand de Gonzaga, one of the

emperor's lieutenant generals, addreffing himlelf to the

grand bailiff of the order, cried out,
'*

Courage my
*< brave commander ; 'tis not enough for us to beat
" thefe dogs,wemuft purfue them, and enter with them
<^ into Algiers ;

'tis diftined for your knights alone
<* to finifh a war before it be begun, and take a place
<^ of fuch ftrength without arms or artillery." The

knights, who, by this time, had little ftrength left

but what their courage fupplied them with, did not yet

need to be encouraged with fuch difcourfes ; but, in-

flamed with the higheft ardor, purfued the enemy to

the very gates of the city, and were juft ready to throw

themfelves into the place, when the governor, who
was refolved to facrifice all his foldieis who were out

of the city,
to the fury of the Chriftians, ordered the

gates to be fhut The above mentioned writer relates,

that thq chevalier Ponce de Savi^^nac, a Frenchman,

who carried the ftandard ofthe order, fixed his dagger

in the gate,
as a proof that he had advanced as far as it

was poflible
for him to go. As the rain ceafed in the

morning, the old governor feeing from the walls that

his foldiers, in this (ally, had had none but the knights,

and fome Italian companies to fight with, he ordered

the artillery,
which was upon the town rampart on

that fide, to be levelled againft them ; and, at the

fame time, in order to prevent their retieat, he made a

fecond fally
with the bcft troops of his garri/bn, armed

with iron^rois-bows, which were of great ufc to them
in
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in rahiy weather. They were now come a fecond
time to a clofe engagement, when moll of the Italians,
who were raw fbldlers, that had never ieen a battle,
and being alfo benumbed with cold, either ran away,
or fuffered themfclves to be cut to pieces, without of-

fering to make the lead defence. The emperor, hav-

ing notice of the danger to which the knights were ex-

poled, fent fbme companies Oi Germans to their fuccour:
the bailiff Schilling, of the fame nation, put himfelfat
their head, made a frelh charge upon the infidels, pufli-
ed them a fecond time to the gates of Algiers, and
brought back his troops covered with glory and wounds%
The infidels faot poiibned arrows, ib that all who
were wounded with them died afterwards, and among
the reft, brother Ponce de Savignac, ftandard-bearer
of the order, the very knight who had ftuck his dag-
ger in the gate of /\lgiers. This brave man, notwith-

ilanding his having received a large wound from a
crofs-bow, and though he felt the poifon creeping for-

ward, and approaching his heart, he yet had the cou-

rage and lirength to carry his ftandard', fupported only
by a foldier, always aloft, and would not quit it till

the moment he expired. 'Tis faid, that the order, be-
fides this knight, and the chevalier de Villars, of the

language of yluvergne, v;ho was difabled by his wound,
loft above 75 knights on this occafion ; among which
are reckoned brother Diego de Coutreas a Spaniard,
brother Lopez Alvarez a Navarette, brother John di
Pennas a Caftilian, brother Peter de RciTdy, John Ba-
bot, Charles de Gueval, and John Pinaid, all tVcnch-
men, brother Jofeph de la Cofa, and brother JMaria

Catracanti, Italians, three chapkins of the order, and
about 400 foldiers in the Service of the order.
But this lois was inconliderable, if comoared to

that which the emperor fuftained that day, by the lols
of the greatcft part of his fleet. Black clouds be-an to
hide the light of the fun, afier which followed ?uch a
violent. ftorm, that it looked as if the winds, the ila
the earth, lightning, thunder, rain, and all' the ele-
ments confounded, had confpired togc'.li- to dcilwv
Vol. IV. H

j,

^
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the army of the Chriftians. The (hips, driven from
their anchors by the violence oFtheftorm, Teemed one
while to be carried aloft in the cloudj by mountains
of water, and the next moment lunk down in the gap-
ing ocean, and Teemed to be plunged to the very bot-

tom of it. Some of them, tolled by the violence ofthe

winds, tlie pilots and mariners being no longer able to

manage them,fl:ruck, and were daflied to pieces againft
one another; others, driven along the coafl: by the
force of the temped:, fplit upon the rocks, and were
beat to pieces ; fo that in lels than half an hour, fif-

teen gallies and eighty fix veiTels ^i^ere loft. That
which made this lofs ftill greater was, that theie fhips
were laden with provilions ; by which misfortune, the

land army loft likeways all hopes of fubliftence j and

elpecially in a country that was defert, and in the poP
felfion of Barbarians, who triumphed in the calamities

of the Chriftians.

In this extremity, fome officers of gallies, feeing their

lo(s inevitable, and hurried on with defpair, endea-

voured to run a-ground upon the coaft, in hopes that

the ftorm would throw them upon ibme place nearer

land, whence fome of them might be fortunate enough
to fave themfelves, either by fwimming, or getting up-
on (battered pieces of their veflels. Several took this

fad relblution, and either perifhed miferably, or elfe

were killed by the Arabs, who lined the fhore, and
who murdered thefe poor creatures

unmercifully, or

without caring to make them flavcs, as the hiftorian

Ulloa, whole father was in this fatal expedition, in-

forms us. This author relates further, that the ve/Fel

of Don Antonio Carriero, a flag officer, having been

fplit to pieces, a young Spanifh maiden of exquifite

beauty, who was his miftrcfs, and was on board his

(hip, being thrown by the waves upon the fhore, an

Arab, at the fight of her rich cloaths, and the jewels
fhe had on, ran immediately to leize upon her as his

prey ; and without being the leaft moved with either

the prayers, tears, or even the charms of that young la-

dy, murdered her inhumanely hi cold blood.

The

1
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The fea was now covered over with broken veflels,

pieces of timber, and bodies of men and hories, which
were floating up and down. The galley of Janetin
Doria, the great admiral's nephew, whom he loved To

entirely, running defignedly a-ground, ftuck fad in the
land on the fea-fhore. He too would have been kil-

led by the Arabs, had not the emperor, who was
a melancholy fpedtator of the wreck. Tent down Don
Antonio d'Arragon, with fome Italian companies, who
faved him from thofe Barbarians. Hiftorians fay. that
the admiral, hearing of the danger he had run, cried

out, with tears in his eyes,
*^
My nephew was to be

"
expoled to that misfortune, to teach me before I die

" to weep at fea." Twelve gallies belonging to the

admiral, four commanded by Virginio Urfmi, ieve-

ral gallies of Naples and Sicily, and three hundred
colonels, captains of

fliips, and other officers by fea

and land, and upwards of 3000 men, foldiers and
mariners, were loft on this occafion.

The mariners of a galley of Malta, called the Ba-
ftard^ having endeavoured to run her a-ground on a
flat fliore, where they might have faved their lives, bro-
ther Francifco d'Azevedo, who commanded her, per-
ceiving their defign, oppoied it with the utmoft intre-

pidity. And when the feamen, grown bolder by the
common danger, reprcfented to him that the order
would be nogVeat fuflerers by the lofs of the hulk of a

galley, which had already ierved for upwards of twen-
ly years, and had been repaired and refitted feveral
times ; the commander, laying hand on his* fword,
cried out as follows,

<^ The order have intruded me" with this galley, and I will kill the firft man who"
fliall offer to Ihik her ; fo that we mull eitlier pe-"
rifli here, or fave her." This heroic rcfolution, the

courage and
intrepidity of the knight, infpired his crew

with the fame bravery ; and himlelf fetiing them a

pattern, and
fcattering his money plentifully amongft:

them, they all fet their hands to the pump ; fo that,

notwithflanding the vaft quantity ofwater that was got
into the hold, he yet faved his galley. Another be-

H 2 longinii
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longing to the order, called la Catarinettay command-
ed by John Banientos, had alfo like to have been
loft by another unhappy accident : for his helm being
broke by a violent Oiockof the waves, the vcjTel having
no rudder, and being driven by the ftorm, was going
to fplit upon the rocks ; but two bold feamen, tying

ropes about them, had themfelves let down ftark nak-
ed into tlie lea, who faftened on another rudder, which

they had in rciervej and, without any manner of tools

but their bare hands, put the needle through the eye of
the helm, and by that means laved the galley.
NcR was the land army in Icfa danger, the foldicr*

having neiiher tents, equipage, ammunition, nor even

a day's provlfion, and dcftitute of the necefTary reme-

dies to cure the wounded. The author of the relation,

from whom I have taken the above mentioned particu-

lars, Ipeaks to pope Paul III. to whom he fent it, as

follows :
"

I can alTure your holinefs that I faw five

**
knights of Malta, and above thirty gentlemen volun-

*'
teers, faint, and lofe all their blood in the dirt, with-

out any body's being able to give them the leaft af-

fiftance : by the emperor's orders they killed all the

hories of the army, and diftiibuted them among the
*^ foldiers by companies."

That prince aferwards railed the fiege, and

kept the fame order and method in his return, as he

had obferved at his landing. The knights of Malta,

though mod of them were wounded, had yet the poft
of honour, and were put in the rear, together with the

(bldiers of the order, and fuch of the army as were
beft armed. The author of the relation adds, that

they were obliged to oppole the attacks of the go-
vernor of Algiers, who made continual charges upon
them, at the head of his cavalry, in order to incom-

mode the march of the army- At laft the ChriftI*

ans came in the evening to the fide of a brook called

Alcaras, which the great rains had rendered unfoord-

able, which obliged them to encamp, and Ipend the

night there
,• all which the workmen of the army em-

ployed in building a bridge, which they made of the

(battered

it
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fhattered remains of the velTcls that were found upon
the fliore ; this being done, the army palled over it

the next day. After three days march, they arrived

near cape Matafiis, where the poor remains of the fleet

had put in. Here the army re-imbarked, with great

joy at quitting the fhore ; but they had fcarce been

three hours^ «nder fail, when a new dorm arofe ; the

fleet v/as again difper(ed ; feveral (liips were loft ; and

among the reft, one with feven hundred Spaniards on

board, which was caft away in the em.peror's light,
without there being the leaft poflibility ofgiving it any
fuccour. In fine, the Chriftians, after havins^ paflTed

through fo many dangers, and been in a continual fear

of being fwallowed up in the fea, arrived at the port
of Bugia, which had been in the Spaniards hands ever

fince its being taken by Don Pedro de Navarre, gene-
ral to their catholic majefties. Muley Haicen, king of

Tunis, came thither with provifions and refi-eihments

for the emperor and his army, who received him very

handlbmely, and alTured him of his prote<5lion ; when
the weather growing fair, he fet fail on the i6th of
November for Cartagena, where he arrived the 25th
of the lame month. But before he re-imbarked, he
lent away the baiiiiF of Germany, and all the knights,
with the higheft teftimonies of his fatisfadion, who be-

ing in three gal lies that were half fliattered, made fhifr,

though with great difficulty^ to re-gain the harbour of

Malta.
At the fame time that the veiTels and gallies of the or

der were detained in Africa at the fiege of x^lgiers, the

channel of Malta was often filled with corGiirs, who
kept the harbour in a manner blocked up, inlblted the

coafts of the ifland, and that of Goza, and carried off

all fuch inhabitants as had the ill fortune to fall into

their hands. The grand bailiff, at his return, had no
Iboner refitted his gallies, but he put out to fsa again,

gave|them chace, cleared the channel of thofe pirates,

purfiicd them as far as the coaft of Africa, took ieveral

rais or captains, and fpread the terror of his name, and
the dread of his arms, over all thole leas.

H 3 Bai>
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Bad weather obliging him to put into the port of

Tripoli, he was informed by an envoy from Mulcy-
Hafcen king of Tunis, who fent him to the governor
of the place, that Barbarofla, incenled that the knights
(hould appear at the head of all the enterprifes that the

Chridians engaged in againft the African Turks, wa*

Iblliciting at the porte for an order to lay {lege to Tri-

poli ;
that Morat Aga, his lieutenant, was making pre-

parations for it at Tachora ; for which purpole he had
railed a redoubt in the village of Adabus, in the neigh-
bourhood of Tripoli, and put an advanced body on it,

which kept Tripoli in a manner blocked upon tliat fide :

He added further, that Halcen's correfpondence, and

union with the emperor and the knights, had rendered

him odious to the Turks, and other princes ofhis reli-

gion : that feveralofthe principal cities ofhis kingdom,
as Sufa, Monafter, Mahcdia or Africa, Esfacos, and.

Calibia had revolted, fome of which had received the

Turks into them, whilft others pretended to maintain

ihemfelves in an ablblute independence by their fingle

llrength ; that a great number of Tunifian malecon-

tents had, fince the emperor's defeat, retired to Algiers^
under the proteiiion of BarbaroiTa j that there was no
doubt but they would foon fee that formidable corfair,

at the head of an army, befieging Tripoli and Tunis;
and that Hafcen was going to fet out immediately to.

wait upon the emperor, who was in Italy, to ask for

thoie fuccours, which he hoped to obtain from him, as

he owned him for hisfovereign.
We have already obferved, that the knights had fol-

iicited the emperor, either to put Tripoli in a ftate of

defence
,
or elfe to give them leave to fill up the port,

blow U])
the caftle, and abandon a city that was fo

chargeable to the order. The grand bailiff, after hav-

ing reviewed the place again, held a council of war, at

which the governor and principal knights of the garri-

fbn were prefent ; and, purfuant to their unanimous re-

folution, they, with the confent of the grand mafter

and the council, fend new embafTadors toCharlesV. who
were to renew their inftances; and to reprefent to him,

that
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that it would be impoflible to keep a]pkce that was open
on all fides, without fecuriDg it with good walls,and for-

tifying them with out-works ; that the
country afford-

ed neither (lone nor lime for ihofc different works •

that they could not get any from Malta, without a ^reat

cxpence ; not to mention, tliat the knights found it

difficult enough to fortify themfelves there : and that
in cafe his imperial majefty (hould think it proper for
them to continue longer in fo defencelefs a place, it

ihen was neceffary for him, to order his
viceroy of Si-

cily to fend money, workmen, and materials thither
forthwith ; that in order to prevent the

fiege they were
threatned with, and whillt they were at work upon
the fortifications, fbme companies of the Sicilian troops
fhould be put into the place ; and that the gallies of
that kingdom, with thofe of the order, fhould guard
the fea, in order to hinder the infidels from making de-
fcents, and oppofmg the works they were forced to
make for the fecurity of the

city.
This embaffy had no better fuccefs than the former.

For the emperor, who was afraid left the Turks fhould

attempt the conqueft of Sicily, but who at the fame
time forefaw, that they would never employ their for-
ces on that fide, fo long as the knights fhould be ma-
tters of Tripoli, was well pleafed to have thofe warri-

ors, at the price of their blood and treafure, employ
his enemies forces in Africa : fo that he

lignified to the
embaffadors of the order, by his miniflers, that he was
defirous that the knights, purfuant to the

treaty of the
feofment of Maha, fhould maintain themfelves in Tri-

poli ; to which he added fpecious promifesofa mighty
fuccour, in cafe the place /hould be befieged : but he
excufed himfelf from granting the troops and money-
demanded of him, becaufe of the preffing occafion he
himfelf had for it, in order to be able to oppofe the
forces of the French and Turks, who both attacked
his own dominions, or thofe of the king of che Romans
his brother, at the fame time, in Flanders^ in Italy, and
in Hungary.

T;rE
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The grand baiiiff was (cnlibly concerned to /ee

the embaiTadors return without the lead iliccour, and

with having been fed with nothing but empty promiles:

however, as he was a man oF great courage, iliough

every thing was v^anting to him, he yet was not want'

ing in what he owed Ijo himlelF, and his order ; lb

that he, before he left Tripoli, relblved to put it in a

condition, in cafe it (hould be befieged, cf holding
out till iiich time as fuccours could be brought cither

from Malta or Sicily. To effecft which he employed
his crew of galley-ilaves in (inking and widening the

ditches in feveral places. They railed the walls higher,
and added leveral works of earth to the caftle, in order

to keen eft all approaches to it ; at the fame time he

himfelf,andall the knights of his fquadron andgarrilbn,
attended upon the workmen, and generoufly employed
themfclves in thofe military labours. But as, after all,

fortifications which had been raifed in lb much hafte,

could at mofl lerve only to protra6t the iols of the city

for feme days, the grand bailiff, knowing that the

emperor was infinitely jealous of his glory, and would

therefore make extraordinary efforts to fupport Muley
Hafcen in a kingdom which he conlidered as his own

conqueft, wrote to that Moorifh king, by which he

prelfed him to haften his departure, and go immediate-

ly to the emperor's court, flattering himfelf, that the

fuccours, which he flionld obtain from that prince,

would ferve both for the prefervation of Tripoli, and

that the Turks, when they (hould fee an army of

Charles V. on the coaft of Africa, would never run the

hazard to form the (iege of Tripoh, lb long as it ihould

continue there.

Mu LEY,purfuant to this advice, and his own interefl:,

prepared to let out for Italy, leaving the government of

his liingdcm;, and his capital, during his abfence, to

a Moor called Mahomet Temtes, or. the Stammerer ;

a rcnerado of the ifle of Corfica, CaidFerraih by name,
was to command in the calUe : and as the king of

~ Tunis was under continual apprehenfions, becaule of

the reftlefs) temper of prince Muley Hamida, his eldeft

ion, he, in order to employ him out of the way, (ent

him
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him towards Cap-bon, with fome companies of Arabs,

to reduce lome cheques, or little lords, who refuled to

pay the tributes which had been laid upon them.

Mu LEY, after having fettled this order in his domi-

nions, (et out from thence, paiTed by Goletta, to vifit

prince Mahomet his fon, who was there in hoftage
with feveral Moors ; and, after conferring with Don
Francifco de Touar about the occafion of his voyage,
Ic^i his jewels and mod valuable effeds in his hands ;

putting at the fame lime great prefents for the emperor
and his minillers on board his (hip: after which he em-

barked ;and, whether it were from an odentation mCc'

parable from royalty, or for his own fecurity and de-

fence, in cafe he (hould be attacked by corfairs in his

way, he took with him an efcorte of five hundred men,
who were all either officers of war or courtiers, who
ferved him as a guard. Muley met with a good paf-

fage, and arrived without anyobftacle in Sicih', from

whence he went to Naples, where the viceroy receiv-

ed h:m with great magnificence : From whence he diA

patched exprcfres,to delire an interview with the empe-
ror : but that prince, whofe pre/cnce was immediate-

ly neceffary in Germany, on account of fome difturb-

ances which the Lutherans had railed, fent orders to

the viceroy to confer with the Moorifli prince on the

fubjedl of his voyage, and, after that, fend him aa ac-

count of it.

T H £
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WHILST
the king of Tunis, and the mi-

nifter of Charles V. were conferring to-

gether about the beft methods that could

ToHN
^^ employed for the oppofing BarbarofFa,

D'Ome-
^"^ the other corfairs, fortune railed an e-

^^^

'

nemy to Muley, whom he had not fuf-

ficiently guarded againfl ; an enemy who
afterwards ftripped him of his crown. Prince Hamida,
Muley's eldeft Ion, had a favourite called Mahomet,
who by flattery, and a fervile complaifance, the ufual
arts of courtiers, had gained his entire confidence.
This favourite had concealed, in the mofl: fccret recef-

ks of bib heart; a mortal hatred, and a violent defire-

of
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of vengeance, agalnft the king, who had put his fa-

ther to death. He now imagined, that that prince's
abfence prefented him with a favourable opportunity of

gratifying his relentment. Upon this he railed fulpi-
cions in Hamida's mind, with regard to the king his

father's voyage into a Chriflian country, telling him, at

the fame time, that he had rea(bn to fear left Muley
fliould,at his death, leave his crown to prince xMahomet
his (econd fbn; that this was perhaps the motive of the
conferences, whicli he had with the governor of Go-
letta ; that every body knew he had put all his treafures
into his hands, and, that jn all

probability, the fole mo-
tive of his vifiting the emperor was in order to gain
his approbation of this difpofition, and obtain from
him, as from the fovcreign lord, an inveftiturc in fa-

vour of his brother. Hamida being a young ambiti-
ous prince, and burning with the defire of

reigning,
took fire at the dilcourie, and, in concert with his favour-
ite, got it to he whifpered about in Tunis, that the

king his father, being fallen grievoufly ill at Naples, had
before his death defired to be baptized, and had accord-

ingly turned Chriftian.

In confidence of thefe reports, of which he himfelf
was the fecret author, and as if he had been certain of
his father's death, he came to Tunis, and went to the
palace, in order to take polTcllion of it. But the vice-

roy, who was a reiolute and auftcre old man, reproach-
ed him with his too great facility in giving credit to
fuch ill news; and after having told him, that he would
give Muley an account of his great eagernefs to fuc-
ceed him, he obliged him to retire from the

capital.
Hamida, in confufion at the ill fuccels of his

artificej
and unealy at the conlequences with which it might be
attended, retired to a country houfe, Ibme miles di-
ftance from Tunis, No fooner was he gone out of the
place, but the viceroy, getting on board a bark, went
to the caftle of Goletta, in order to know from the
governor of it what news he had received from Sicilyand Naples ; when being informed that the king his

mafter
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mafter was in perfefl health, he returned back with joy
to his government.
But Hamida's favourite made his advantage of this

voyage, and fpread new reports among the people ; as,

that Muley's death was but too certain : that the

journey which the viceroy had juft made with fo much
hafte and precipitation to Goletta, w.is purely upon
that account : that it was well known that his brother

Adulzes, and young Ferrath, fbn to the governor
of the caftle of Tunis, were brought up with Mahomet,
and were with him in hoftage in the fort of Goletta :

that the viceroy had gone thither for no other end, but

in order to adjull with them and the Chrillian governor,
the fureft meafures for the placing of Mahomet on the

throne of Tunis ;
and that they would infallibly fee an

army of Spaniards, in a \ ery little time, bring back that

young prince to Tunis, and proclaim him Ibvereign of

the kingdom.
The people, who are always fond of noveltj', readi-

ly fwallovved thele reports ; to which, every man ad-

ding fomething of his own,they were thereby improved
with a great many fabulous circumftances. The par-
tisans of Hamida were particularly careful to publifh,
that young Mahomet his bro her, having been brought

up among the Chriftians, had fecretly embraced the

Chrillian religion, as being the fureft pledge he could

give the emperor of his fidelity.

The fear of having a Chriftijn for their fovereign
alarmed the whole city. They meet, cabal toge-

ther, and in fine, fend deputies to Hamida, to invite

him to come to the fuccour of a people, who were de-

firous of ietiingthe crown on his head. They found

him walking in his gardens, buried in a profound me-

lancholy, detefting the falle ftep which his fwourite had

made him take; and in a thorough perdiafion that the

king his father, at his return, would never pardon him

the fatal eagernefs which he had difcovered to afcend

the throne. But the news of the commotion of the

people removed the(e melancholy apprehenfions, and

made them give way (o joy ; upon which he aflembl-

ed
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<cd his partifans, marched at th-eir head, and favoured

by the people, enters Tunis, furpriles the viceroy and
the governor of the caflle, gets them murdered, maf-
facres the moft zealous fubjeiSts of Muley, feizes on the

palace ; when the young tyrant begins his
authority,

by the moft abominable inceft, by forcing the deareft

of his father's wives to his embraces.

As foon as the king ofTunis heard this difi-nal news,
being afraid left his fon, in order to fupport himfelf on
the throne, {hould ftrengthen himfelf with the protec-
tion and fuccour of BarbarofTa, he refolved to return

immediately into Africa ; when, by the viceroy's . on-

fentjhe levied 2000 men, wliich he got together amonf^
the banditti and exiles, putting an old officer of the

country called TOfredo at their head ; after which, he
embarked, and arrived atGoletta, where he had the con-
firmation of the news, together with thevariouscircum-
•ftances of Hamida's revolt. The governor advifed him
not to ftir out of the place, till fuch time as he fliould

bavc an exact account of the forces of his enemy, and
the dilpofitions of his fubjeds : but Muley, poilefFed
with a notion that his fon would never dare to ftand
his prefence, and encouraged by I'Ofredo, who was in

hopes of enriching himfelfby the fackiug of Tunis, ad-
vanced forward. That which

finally determined hini
to take fo dangerous a ftep, elpeciaily with fo few for-

i:es, was, that fome traitors, by the fecret orders of
Hamida, came to meet him on the road, as io many
faithful fubjeds, w'ho were come to fight under the
banner oftheir lawful fovereign ; telling him alfb at
the lame time, that they had left his fon in a terrible
confternation at the news of his return, and in m-cat
irrefolution what meafures to take ; and that he defigned
to retire to the fartheft part of the country, and take

refuge with fome Arabs, who were his friends.

Muley, impoied upon by the accounts of thefc

traitors, haftencd his march. At his drawing' near
Tunis, he faw Ibme fquadrons fally out, v.'ho by their

countenances, which dilcovered an air of fear, fccmed
to advance only with a view lo reconnoitre his troor^-
Vol. IV. I

TLey^^*
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Thej^ made however fome light skirmifiies ; but whilH:

this party of rebels was amuling Muley, a greater num-
ber advanced, who began a general engagement.
The troops having doled together, and begun a bloody
battle, Muley, hurried on by his courage,'and ftill more

by his reientment, bravely attacked thofc troops which

oppoied him ; but as he was fighting at the head of a

iquadron, he received a wound, which his foldiers be-

lieving to mortal, it immediately cooled their eagernefs
and fire. At the lame time, a great body of foot, com-

pofed of Arabs, whom Hamida had taken into his pay,
lallied out of the foreft of olives, near Tunis. The
Chriflians now law themfelves quickly furrounded ; fo

that notwithftanding their courage and refolution, the

infidels, who were fuperior in number, cut them to

pieces.
Some of thele endeavouring to fly over the

lake to Goletta, were drowned ; and the unfortunate

Muley, being abandoned both by the Chriftians and

Moors, was taken prifoner. They carried him imme-

diately to his Ton ; but that traitor, who had yet fome

fenfc of (hame for his crime left, would not fee him,
but ordered him to be put in irons, and thrown into a

dungeon ; and the next day he lent executioners to him,
to offer him his choice either of death or blindness j

when he chufing the latter, they immediately thruft a

burning lancet into both his eyes.

This furprifing
revolution in a kingdom that lay (b

near Tripoli, and which was in alliance with the or-

der of St. John, threw tlie knights into a great con-

fternation ; Ibch efpecially of them, as law themfelves

in Tripoli, at a diftance from Malta, quite furrounded

with infidels, and in a city that had no fortifications,

and which was commanded fi-om ieveral places, expec-
ted every moment to be befieged. Ferdinand de Bra-

camont, who was governor there, defpairing to be able

to defend it, for any time, and under pretence that

there was no honour to be got in the defence of £o

weak a place, ufed great inftances with the grand ma-

ftcr to be recalled aild at laft got leave to quit his go-

vernment, and had for Jiis fuccc/Tor, Chriftopher de

Solertarfan,
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Solertarfan, the great chancellor, with whofe con-

dua they had afterwards as much reafon to be difTitis-

fied.

However, as in a poft of fuch hnportance,
there

was need of a governor cf great experience, and equal-

ly wife and intrepid, the grand mafter and council

thought proper to recal him, and put in his room ihe

commander de la Valette, a knight of the language of

Provence, who from tlie time of his profeflion at Malta,

had never ftirred from thence, unlefs it were to go a

cruifing againft
the infidels. He had, in thefe expedi-

tions, met (bmetimes with good, fometiraes with ill

fortune ; but had ever difcovered tlie fame courage and

refolution in both, being fometimes vidtorlous, and

Ibmetimes beaten ; healfohad been taken by the infidels,

but the moment he got out of prifbn, had always gone
a cruifing again. His very name carried terror along

with it, in the feas of Africa and Sicily ; and among
the great number of knights who w^ent out a cruifing,

the infidels had not an enemy whom they dreaded more

than they did him. He was no fooner arrived at Tri-

poli, than he made a review of the officers and foldi-

ers, as well of the Chriftians as of the Moors in alli-

ance with the order. All thefe he furniftied with good

weapons, broke ail fuch as appeared to him unfit to bear

them, or were convi6led of having played them away
for want of money ; and punilhed blafphemers fevere-

ly. He afterwards lent away all ulelels perfons out of

the town and caftle, eredled a magazine of provifions,

added new fortifications to the place, as far as its ill fi-

tuation, and the little money he had, would allow him;

when caufing an exa<5l plan to be made of it, and of all

the coaft of Africa, he dilpatched a knight with it to

the emperor, to fhew him of what importance iuwas for

his Italian, and even for his Spanifli territories, to keep

Tripoli from falling into the hands of the infidels ; and

particularly into thole of Dragut, who M^as at that time

chief of all the corfairs of Baibary, and who had fuc-

ceeded BarbarofTa in that poft, and in his dcfign of

driving the knights fiom the coafts of Africa.

I 2 Dragut
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Dracut, of whom mention is now made, was
bom in a little village of Natolia, lying over againft
the ifle of Rhodes. His father and mother were Maho-

metans, both of them poor, who ilibfifted by tilling of

the ground, and the labour of their hands ; but this

obfcure and painful way of life, not fuiting the warin

and refllel's temper of young Dragut, he lifted himfelf

when but twelve years of age, under an officer of the

artillery, who (erved on board the grand fcignior's gal-
lies. He was at firft a cabin-boy, then a common

ihilor, next a pilot, and afterwards, by his patron's

inftruftlons, an excellent gunner, in which quality he

ierved for feveral years, onboard of different vcllels;

when having gained fome money, he came to be a

partner in a brigantine of corfairs. After this, he foon

got a galiot to himfelf, and made confiderablc prizes
with it ; upon which he encreaied his armament, and

made him!eJf to be dreaded over all the Levant. There
was not one pilot among the inGdels who had fo per-
fe6l a knowledge of the iflands, the ports and roads

of the mediterranean, as Dragut : but as all who failed

in the feas of Turky, at that time, depended in fome

meafure on BarbarolTa, the grand feignor's admiral,

Dragut {ought his prote(5l!on, and went to Algiers to

offer him his fervice.

The reputation of this corfair had reached there be-

fore him ; and BarbarolTa had been well informed of

his valour, and particularly of his capacity In the (leer-

ing of vcfTels, for which reafon he was glad to en-

gage a man of lb much merit in his iervice. He em-

ployed him for feveral years on various expeditions, in

which he acquitted himfelf to his general's fatisfadlion,

and with extraordinary fuccefs. BarbarolTa, after hav-

ing made him pafs through all the degrees of fervice,

made him his lieutenant, and gave him the command
of a iquadron of twelve gallies.

After that time, there never pafled a fummer but

this terrible corfair ravaged the coafts of Naples and

Sicily. No Chriftian fliip
durft venture to go over from

Italy to Spain, but it was immediately fnapped up j and
when
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when the fea did not furnifh him with prizes, he made
himfclf ample amends by delcents upon the coafts, when
he plundered towns and villages, and carried off the

inhabitants into flavery.

The emperor, tired with the complaints which he

received from all quarters concerning Dragut, ordered

Andrew Doria his admiral to go in queft of him, find

him out, and, coft what it would, to ftop his pro-

grels, and clear the fea of him. Doria, upon the re-

ceipt of the emperer's orders, immediately fitted out

all the vdfels and gallies he cauld meet with, that

were in a condition to bear the lea j and, as that old

general was fatiated with glory, he, in order to put
his nephew Jannetin Doria in a fair way of acquiring
his {hare of it, left the expedition to him. Hereupon
young Doria fet fail immediately; fought for Dragut,
and was at laft lucky enough to meet with him along
the Goaft of the ifle of Corfica, in the port or road of

Giralatta, a caftle fcated between Calvi and Layazzo.
The corfair, who knew nothing of the emperor's fleet

being at fea, thought himfelf fafe in that creek ; but

he foon found himfelf fliut up in it, and the cannon
both of the caftle, and of the artillery of the veflels, con-

tinually annoying him : He at firft defended himfelf

with his ufual courage; hut the fuperior fire of the

Chriftians overpowered his; and he faw likewiie at the

lame time all the coafts of the ifland lined with the in-

habitants in arms, a fierce people, who ran to contri-

bute to his defeat, in order to be revenged on the cor-

fair, who had fo often ravaged their villages.
In this extremiy, Dragut had no other refourcc

than to put up the white flag, when he defired to en-

er into a negotiation, and demanded terms, in quality
of a prifoner of war. But all the compofition he could

get was to redeem his life at the price of his liberty ;

(b that he was obliged to furrender himlelf to the Chri-

ftian general, together with all the gallies he had under
his command: upon which they brought him, together
with his officers, on board the admiral galley to young
Doria, who as yet not having a beard, the old corliiir,

1 3 trani-



102 Hijlory ofthe Kiilghts (p/'MA LT A .

traiifported with rage, cried out,
" Muft I, at my age,

*^ lee mylelfbecome a flaveto a little fmock-faccd boy V
The hiftorians ofthat age relate, that he made ufc ofa
term that was much more ofFenlive, and which model^

ty forbids me to repeat ; and that Jannetin, provoked
with lb outrageous an affront, ftiuck him more than
once on the face, and ordered him to be chained.
Dragut remained a flave for four years together ;

and though they offered any terms for his ranfom, they
yet could never prevail to have his liberty reftored.

But the Genoefe being afterwards alarmed to' fee the fa-

mous Barbaroffa with an hundred gallies in the river

of Genoa, demanded Dragut from Doria; when to pre-
vent their

territory from being ravaged, they lent him
back, with prefents to the fultan*s admiral.

Barbarossa reftored him immediately to his form-
er poft, and gave him, as ufual, a detachment of his

gallies. The iJl treatment he had received whilft he
was a ilave, had encreafed his natural hatred to the
Chriftians ; whereupon he over-ran all the coafts of
the kingdom of Naples, took and facked Caftel-Lamara,
and moft of the villages of the coaft ; made a great
inimbcr of Haves, and a few days afterwards took a

galley of the order, that had been feparated from the

fquadron in a ftorm, on board of which lie found

leventy thoufand crowns, that were defigned for the

fortifications of Tripoli ; an irreparable lols with re-

Ipeft to that place, as well as to thofe to whom it be-

longed. Barbaroffa was now returned to Conftanti-

nople ; where, notv/ithftanding his being upwards of

eighty years of age, he neverthclels paffed his days and

nights wdth the faireft of his flaves ; but happening to

carry his debauch too far, he was found dead in his

bed.

So LYMAN was fenlibly concerned at this lofs ; and,

to have his place filled up, ordered all the corlairs of

his dominions to fubmit to Dragut, in quality of their

jzeneral ; but at the lame time vi'ithout honouring him

with the dignity of admiral, notwithllanding which,
he
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lie entrufted him with all the authority he had In the

Southren parts, and on the coaft of Africa.

The ambition of Dragut grew up with his power.
To that he reiblved, in imitation of Barbaroffa, to ieize

on fome ftrong place and good port, into which, he,

by virtue of Solyman's conlent and protedion, might

bring in his prizes, and make it a kind of petty {late

and principality for himfelf. Big with thefe important

views, and even before the orders of the port had de-

termined in what manner the campaign (hould be car-

ried on, he got together, during winter, all the corlairs

that wereinthofe feas, and, putting himfelf at their

head, drove the Spaniards immediately out of the

towns of Sufa, Monefter, and Fagues, all of them

places that had formerly belonged to the kingdom of
Tunis ; but which being open, and without any for-

tifications, received indifferently into their ports the

ftrongeft fide, whichfoever it might be, that happened
to be mailer of the (ea : fo that they had pafTed fevc-

ral times fucceffively from the dominion of the Moors,
and natural priKces of the country, to that oftheTurk-
ifli corfairs, and afterwards fell under the dominion of
the Spaniards.
Dragut made himfelf mafter of them with the fame

facility ; but as he forefaw that it would be impoffiblc
for him to maintain himlelf in them againft all the

united forces ofthe emperor, and that as foon asipring
(hould be come, he fhould infallibly be befieged by the

gallies of Naples and Sicily, he cad his eyes on the

town of Africa, otherways called Mehedia, and known
in the time of the Romans by the name of Adrumetum.
This city, which lies between Tunis and Tripoli, was
built upon a narrow flip of land jutting out into thefea;

they called it little Africa, as being one of the mod
conliderable places in that third part of our continent :

It was regularly fortified j its walls were very high; and
it was (Irengthened moreover with ramparts on the in-

fide, ofan extraordinary thickne/s, provided with tow-
ers and bulwarks; and there was a large train of artillery
in

it, all in good order. There was alio above the

town.
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town^ and on am eminence that commanded if, a forf^
or kind of caftle, which ferved for a citadel. The
harbour was large, fafe, and fhehered from all winds:

There was alfo another that was fmaller, and particu-
lar for the gallies, which they fliut up with iron rails.

The waves ofthe fea wadied the walls of the place, and

cncompaflTed it on all fides, except only in one part
where it joined to the main land.

The inhabitants, who were all Moors and Maho-

metans, had, after their revolting from the dominion

of the kings of Tunis, their natural princes, formed a

commonwealth among themfelves ; and for fear of be-

ing furprifed, or of any attempt that (hould be made

irpon their liberty, would not admit either Turks or

Chriftians into their city ; and whenever, from a necef-

iity of trading, they allowed of any foreign vellels

coming into their harbour, they never fufFeied but a

few to come in at a time, and that too with fuch prer-

cautions as fecured them from being i'urpriled.

This place, fuch as wc have rcprelented it, became

the obje^ of Dragut's ambitious wifhes : But as he had

not forces fufiicient to attack it by open force, and

that he was not certain, whether the grand feignior

might approve of his employing his arms in that enter-

prile,
he refolved to fupply v/ith artifice what he want-

ed in ftrength, and endeavour to take it by fome intel-

ligence which he might gain within the place j being

perfuaded
that princes very feldom dilavow even the

moft unjufi: enterprifes, when the fucceeding in them

turns to their advantage : For which end, and in order

the better to reconnoitre the place, he fometimes put

into the port, with a light brigantine, or galliot only,

and obliged his foldiers to obferve a certain complai-
fanceand decorum that is rarely found among corfairs ;

after which, be infenfibly contracted an acquaintance
•with one of the principal magiftrates, Ibrahim-Barat

by name, who commanded one of the principal towers

that flanked tlie walls of the town. Dragut cultivated

this new friendlhip with prefents, confiiVmg of the moll

curious and valuable things he could meet with in his

prizes i
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prizes ; which indeed is the only method to gain the-

confidence of fuch Barbarians, and even too frequent-

ly that of Chriftians. He next began to infinuate to

him, that he would freely admit him as a partner in all

thofe prizes which he daily made, making him fenfi-

ble of the immenfe profit that would accrue to him
from fuch a partnerfliip : But at the fame time he ob-

icrvcd to him, that in order to make this union (trong-

er, and their partnerfliip more durable, it were to be

wiflied, that he could be admitted into the city in qua-

lity of a citizen. The Moor, tempted by the hopes of

gain, undertook to make the propofal to the council ;

but as it was a corfair who made the propofal, it was

rejected by all the magiftrates, and Ibrahim was feverc-

ly reprimanded for having been the firft who had ever

offered fuch a propofal. The Moor, full of trouble

and vexation to fee himfelf refuled, went to greater

lengths than perhaps he at firft thought to go : Dragut,

thinking him capable of attempting any thing to be re-

venged, and in order to make his advantage of the

heat of his refentment, made a propofal to him that he

Ihould receive him into the tower of the city which he

commanded ; and, offering him confiiderable funis, he

brought him to accept of it. The covetous Moor, un-

able to refill the temptation, entered entirely into Dra-

gut's meafures ; after which, their bargain was foon

concluded, when they agreed that the corfair fiiould go

away immediately ; that, in order to wipe of the re-

membrance of his defigns, and dilperfe the jealouly
which the magirtrates might entertain on that account,
he fhould difappear for fome time ; that he fliould after-

Wards take all the troops which he had in Sufa andMonef^

ter, and make them draw offas openly as poffible towards

Africa; and that he himfelf fhould come in the night to

the foot ofthe tower, at an hour afligned him by the pri-

or, who by the poft he commanded wouldfacilitate his

entry into the city. This traitorous plot was put in ex-

ecution before the inhabitants had the leaft notion of
it ; for Dragut was let into the tower in the dark,
from whence he entered into, and fcized the prin-

cipal
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cipal ports of the city, when the day fhewed the citi-

zens their misfortune. They all however ran to arms,
and encountered the enemy ; but as every thing was
full of trouble and confufion, they fought with more

impetuofiiy than condufl. The corfairs cut part of
them to pieces, and obliged the reft to throw down
their arms, and fubmit to acknowledge a man for their

mafter and fbvereign, whom they had refuled to admit
in quality of a citizen. He afteiwards brought frcfli

troops into the place, which infpired a dread of his

authority, and was of u(e in fupporting it ; when

having eltabli{hed his new dominion on fuch Iblid foun-

dations, he put the government of the city into the

hands of a young coriair his nephew, rais or captaia
EfTe by name.
He afterwards, purfuant to the orders of the porte,

fet fail from Africa, in order to continue his cruiiings

againft the Gbriflians j but, befoie he embarked, left

orders with his nephew, to make away with the Moor,
who had let him into the place, during his abfence ;

for fear left a repentance for having betrayed his coun-

try. Or the hope of a larger recompence, might engage
him in a new treachery. The governor did not fail to

execute his orders immediately after his departure, and

Ibrahim" received the reward which his treachery fb

juftly merited.

The news of the taking of Africa alarmed all the

coafts of Sicily, and gave the emperor great uneafinefs.

This prince law plainly that the corfair was going to

make it the (eat of his arms ; that its port would ferve

him for the future as a retreat for his velTcls, and that

from thence he might ealily infeft all thofe feas, and

make a terrible havock over all the coafts of Naples and

Sicily J to prevent which, he refolved to befiege that

city, before his dominion fliould be better fettled in it.

But before he engaged in ^o difficult an enterprife, his

council was of opinion, that it would, be proper to re-

cover Sufa, Monefter,andthe other places in the neigh-

bourhood, from whence the corivurs might draw fuc-

cours.
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DoRiA, purfuant to his orders, put to fea, with the
:fleet under his command, being reinforced with the

pope's gallies ; and the grand mafter, at the emperor's
requeft, ient thofe of Malta upon this expedition, un-
der the command of the bailiff de la Sangle. There
were in this fquadron an hundred and forty knights,
and a battalion of four hundred men of the troops in
the iervice of the order. \^^hen all the/e forces were
joined, the Chriftian fleet fet fail, flood away for the
coaft of Africa, and, upon advice, which Doria receiv-

ed, that Dragut was in the port of Monefter, he went
thither to meet him ; but the corfair was too cunning,
as well as too diiEdent, to fhut himfelf up in fb weak
a place,Jand therefore iailed out, and put to fca ; when
having certain notice that Doria had not troops enough
on board his fleet to form the fiege ofAfrica, he, either
in Older to avoid coming up with him, or q\^c to make
a diverfion, till luch time as he might be /atisfied of
his deligns, over-ran the coall of Spain, where he con-
tinued his ufual ravages.

Doria, on his fide, purfuant to the emperor's or-

ders, landed his imall body of troops at Cap-bon, and
feized on the fort of Calibia, the old Clupea of the Ro-
mans, from whence he advanced up to the gates of Mo-
nefter ; At the approach of the Chriftian troops, which
did not appear to be very numerous, the Turks, to-

gether with the inhabitants that had taken arms in
their favour, made a

faily, not lb much with any de-

fign of
fighting, as to reconnoitre the forces of the ene-

my. But the knights, who had the van, and were
fuftained by a Spanifli regiment, fpaiing them the
troi.ble of coming up to them, advanced at a great pace,
came up with them, forced the Moors againft their
wills to come to an engagement, killed a great num-
ber of them, put thereit to flight, and purfued them
fo clofe, that they got to the city along with them,
and by that means made themlelves maiters of it ;

part of the inhabitants, who had not been con-
cerned in the fally, together with fuch Turks as
liad efcaped the fiift fury of the vidlorious, took re-

fuge with the governor in the caille. Doria fum-

moned
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moned the commander to furrciider, and upon his re-

fufal, planted his batteries, and the artillery played upon
the fort. The Chrillian admiral fancied himfelf diftio-

noured by attacking llich an inconfiderable place ac-

cording to the ordinary rules made ufe of on fuch oc-

cafions ; and therefore, asfoon as a breach was made,

he, without examiningwhether it was large enough, or-

dered them to prepare for the alTault. The inhabitants

would willingly have capitulated; but the governor, an

old corfair, who had a good number of his brother

pirates with him, ftoutly rejeded the propofal. His

boldnefs, and Doria's precipitation, caufed both the

attack and the defence to be equally warm and bloody;

the order loft a great part of its knights in it, and

the battle had lalled for above an hour and an half be-

fore a judgment could be made of its fuccefs ; but the

governor having been killed upon the breach with a

musket-ball, that blow, as if all the foldiers of -the

garri!bn had been knocked down with it, quite damp-
ed their courage, and they offered to capitulate. The

corfairs, to fave their lives, confented to lofe their li-

berty ; and the inhabitants, who, out of zeal for their

religion, had taken arms in their favour, did not meet

with better treatment.

The emperor taking this firft advantage for a good

omen, ordered Doria to difpofe every thing for the

fiege of Africa, and fignified
to him that the viceroys

of Naples and Sicily had orders to furnilh him all the

fuccours of troops and ammunition he might have oc-

cafion for. Upon this, the admiral v/rote immediately

to Don Pedro de Toledo, viceroy of Naples, and to

Don Juan de Vega, who commanded in Sicily, to

fend him, with all imaginable expedition, what gallies

and (hips they had, with a quantity of ammunition and

proviftons,
and a body of land forces on board. Dur-

ing his waiting for their coming up, to prevent any

troops from entering into Africa, he pofted himfelf at

the iflands called Cumilieres or Coniglieres, which lie

nearer that place than Monefter, though the latter was

but at three miles diftance. The viceroy of Naples fent

him word that he was getting ready a ftrong reinforce-

ment,
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mcnt, which fliould be commanded by Don Garcia his

fon ; the viceroy of Sicily gave him the like afTaran-

ccs ; and added, that as the people of his government,
by their fituation nearer Africa, were more ftrongly
bound in point of intcrefl, to drive the corlairs out of
that place, he therefore defigned to head his troops in

perfon j but as the fucconrs he was preparing were not

yet got ready, and that Dragut was Icouring the feas

with (everal fquadrons, in order to furprile the Chriftl-
an veflels, and ruin the enterprife, the viceroy, for his

fecurity, infifted that the admiral fliould fix the general
rendezvous of all the Chriftian fleet at Trepano in Sici-

ly : to which he added, that he was relolved to go
thither himfelf, with all his

fliips and
gallies, and,

when their iquadron fliould be joined, and all the

emperor's fea forces united in one body, they then
might go in concert, without the lead

interruption, to
form the fiege of Africa.

The admiral, who, from the
Cumilieresiflands, kept

the port of that place in a manner blocked up, fore-
faw very well, that if he fliould quit his poft, Dragut
would not fail to make ufe of the

opportunity, and
throw in fuccours ; but as he had received private or-

ders, to do nothing in the carrying on the liege with-
out the advice ofDon Juan de Vega, who was an old
officer, and an excellent general, Doria was forced to

go to him to Palermo, fiom whence they went toge-
ther to lYepano,at which place the gallies and troops
of Naples and jMalta were already arrived.

The Neapohtan fuccours confiflied of twenty-four
gallies,

and ieveral vefl^els with land forc-es on board.
Don Garcia de Toledo, as has been already obferved
commanded this Itrong iquadron ; and as Doria feldoni

quitted the fea, that young lord flattered him.'elt" with
the hopes of carrying on the fiege himfelf, and of hav-
ing all the honour that would accrue from thence ; but
hearing that the viceroy of Sicily had declared bis rc-
Iblution of going thuher in peribn, he wasfo vexed to
fee himfelf balked of the glory he had hoped to gain
Vol. IV. K £
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by that means, that he re-imbarked as if he intend-

ed to go away, and feparate from the reft of the ar-

my ; but in order to cover his difcontent with fomc

fpecious pretence, he told Doria, that as the viceroy
his father had received orders from the emperor to put
all his gaiiies to fea, in order to go in fearch of Dra-

gut, and fight him, he could not dilpenfe with his in-

ftrudtions.

Doria faw with grief, that this divifion between
the chiefs, arifing from a jealouly for the command,
would make the enterprile mifcarry ; and that Don
Garcia, though a young officer, yet being independent
on the viceroy of Sicily, was for making his advan-

tage of the great occafion they had for the body under

his command. He did all that lay in his power to

keep him with them, and prevent his going off; and

they made a kind of negotiation of that affair; the bai-

liff de la Sangle, commander of the gallies of Malta,
had the management of it byDoria's order: that ju-
dicious knight carried melfages between both parties ;

but Don Garcia, what propofals (bever they might make

him, would not abate a title of his pretenfions : he

maintained, that as he commanded a fleet and body of

troops in chief, nothing could oblige him to ferve as a

fubaltern, without exprefs orders from the emperor to

that purpole ; that indeed he was fenfible of the re-

fpedl that would be due to theemperor's flag, and to his

great admiral, fb long as he fhould be out at fea ; but

that when they fhould be a-fhore, and efpecially in a

foreign country, he would never fubmit to receive or-

ders from a general, who had no right to claim any
authority over the Neapolitan troops. This diipute
was very warm, and laftcd feveral days ; when at laft

the bailiff de la Sangle, who was of a reconciling tem-

per, brought them to agree to the following relblutions,

viz. that they fhould both have an equal authority a-

(hore ; that each fhould command the troops which
he had brought with him to the fiege ; that the coun-

cil of war fhould regulate and determine the attacks,

by the plurality of voices j and that orders fhould be

given
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given in the emperor's name, in the fame manner as if

he commanded in perfon at the fiege. Thele difputes

being happily over, the whole fleet fet fail,

flood away for Africa, when they landed the 1550*

troops on the eafl: fide of the place, on the

twenty-fixth of June.
Dr AGUT, during Doria's voyage into Sicily and

Trepano, 'had not failed, as that experienced admiral

had foreleen, to throw a ftrong reinforcement into the

place; he had pnt fome of his beft officers into it, with

fupplies of provilions and ammunition ; and at the

fame time put out to fea, in order to intercept the con

voys that fhould be lent to the Christian army. The

governor ofGoletta, who was an officer of great re-

putation and dlftinguifhed valour, came, by the empe-

peror's exprefs orders, to the fiege ; and the grand ma-

iler of Malta, knowing the lols which the order had

iliftained at the affault of the caftle of Monafter, fent

a new recruit of knights to fupply the place of fuch as

had been killed.

After the generals had landed their troops, their

ammunition and artillery, they opened the trenches,

they railed batteries, and the artillery b^gan to fire up-
on the place. When the magiftrates, and principal

inhabitants, who were all rich merchants, faw a for-

midable army before their walls, they detefted the pi-

racies of Dragut, which had drav/n that war upon
them, and they began to talk openly of treating with

the Chriftians ; but Rais Elf?, who was Dragut's ne-

phew, and governor of the place, being a relblute fol-

dier, threatned, tliat if they mentioned lb much as a

fingle word about capitulating, he would llabthem all

one after another, and afterwards let fire to the city ;

and, upbraiding them with their cowardice," he asked

them in a Ibfter tone, whethei', in cafe of their furren-

dering thernlelves to the ClirilVians, they could be fo

filly as to believe that their mortal enemies, when once

become their mailers, would leave them in the exer-

clfc of their religion, and the enjoyment of their ellates;

adding, that they ought to confider, that in this war

K 2 every
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every thing that was dear to man lay at (lake ; th<?y
having their lives, their liberties, their religion, their

wives, and their children to defend. At the fame time
lie, in order to encourage them,reprelented to them the

il:rength of the place, the numerous artillery, the arms
and ammunition that were in it ; telling them further,
that he had i 70c foot and 6oo horle under his com-
mand,all which his uncle had chofcn from amongft his
befl troops, who, like himlelf had taken a rcfolution
to bury them.'elves in the ruins of the place, rather
than furrcnder it to the Chiiftians. The magiftratcs,
intimidated rather by his menaces, than encouraged by
his promiies, prepared, though againft their wills, to
fuftain a Iitge, which it was not in their power to pre-
vent ; But the populace, who were furious with zeal,
and fo much the more jealous of their religion, as they
knew but very little of it, made no other anfwer to the

governor's di/coune than by venting imprecations againft
the Chriftians. They all (trove to out-vie each other
in their e?ihortations to die for the fake oftheir religi-
on ; and prejudice and obftinacy fupplicd the place of
reiblution and courape.

The governor, in order to confirm them in thefc

fentiinents, and to give them a proof that he was not
afraid of tlie Chriftians, ordered his cavalry to

fally out
with three hundred arquebufiers, who advanced to a

rifing ground near adjoining, whence they fired upon
the emperor's camp, with their muskets and (bme field

pieces. Don Garcia, whofe quarter lay near to it,

marched immediately with part of his troops, in order
to dijQodge them from that pofl:

: the skirmifh was
warm and obftiiaate, as indeed generally happens in the
firft combats, by the fuccefs of which, men often

judge before-hand of the fate of the whole enterprile.
The governor, in order to fuftain his men, fent out fix

hundred Moor?, armed with muskets, to their fuccour,
who made a furious difcharge, which made a terrible

havock among the Neapolitans. Although the viceroy
of Sicily might not perhaps be forry to lee Don Gar-
cia beaten and repulled, yet the emperor's fervice, and

the
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the intereft of the common caule, made him urge the

knights to advance to the Ibccour of the Neapolitans ;

upon which the bAJliffde laSangle, who commanded
the battalion of Malta, marched out immediately, came

up with the Moors, charged them fword in hand ;

when thofe infidels, who were very unfit to ftand their

ground in battle, broke away in a moment. The in-

fantry got back to the gates o'l the town, which were

fhut after the/.) j and the cavalry, dilperling ihemfclves

in the plain, as faft as their hones could gallop, threw

themfelves into a foreft of olives, where they immedi-

ately dilappeared.
The cannon had begun with banering the faufle-

braye, and the pannel of the wall which ran crofs

the flip of land before mentioned ; when the breach

appearing to be pra<5ticable, they lent officers to re-

connoitre it. Thele, at their return, declared, that

behind the breach they had difcovered deep intrench-

ments, which were well flanked, the bottom of which
was ftuck full of iron fpike'^ ; for which reafon they
would infallibly lofe all the troops they fliould fend

upon the attack : But the viceroy of Sicily, ful'peding
that fear might have a condderable fliarein this report,
or at lead that it was greatly exaggerated, prevailed

upon them to come to a relblution of making an af-

fault on the Friday following ; during which interval

they redoubled the battery, in order to widen the

breach. On Friday, two hours before day-break,
the viceroy, who was for having all the honour of the

enterprile to himfelf, notwithftanding the undifputed

right which the knights had of being at the head of
all attacks, advanced with his own troops to the foot

of the wall.

The Sicilians found the breach of {he fauflcbraye
lined with enemies, who made a terrible fire, and kill-

ed a great number of the Chiidians. But theailail-

ants, without the lead fear, and perhaps without

knowing all the danger, got to the top of the breach,
when the braved ofthem threw themfelves defperatcly
into the ditch, which was between the fauflcbraye and

K 3

'

the
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the fort : but they were all killed upon the fpot, ex-

cept one man only, whom the infidels Ipared, and took

prifoner, purpoiely to get fome light into the defigns
of the Chriftians. Other troops advanced to I'uftain

this firft body, but without meeting any better liiccels:

for they met every where with deep cuts and intrench-

ments lying one above another, from whence they
were galled continually with cannon and musket-ball,
that flew as thick as hail. The fire of the bcfieged
demolifhed every thing that dared fo much as to ap-

pear. This afFault cofl: the generals the bravefl: of their

Ibldiers, who, in order to prevent their lofing any
more, ordered a retreat to be founded. The officers,

as well as fbldiers, dlflieartened at fb dangerous an at-

tack, threw themlelves with precipitation into their

trenches. This ill fuccels flruck a great damp on the

ardor of the befiegers. If the diicontented and dejed-
ed fbldiery did not dare to fpeak of railing the flege,

they neverthclels law plain enough, that it would fpiii

out to a great length. What made the calamity flill

greater was, their provifions began to fail j and con-

tagious diilempers, contracted from fatigue and un-

wholefome food, attacked both officers and common
foldiers.

The bailifFde la Sangle, who reckoned hofjiitality
to be his chiefduty, ereded a kind of hoipital and in-

firmary in his tents, where he took great care to have

the fick (bldiers well looked after. The knights, in

obedience to his orders, and in imitation of his ex-

ample, attended on them in their turns ; fo that now
all the army admired their charity as much as they had
done their courage. Dragut, who was ever attentive

to the defence of a place that was of fuch importance
to him, endeavoured to throw fuccours into it ; where-

upon he landed eight hundred of his men ; and getting

together three thoufand Moors, all of tlicm good ar-

quebufiers, whom he had levied wifh his money, he

lay fnug with them in the foreft of olives near Africa,
to which place the Chriftians ufed to come for their

fafcines. His defign was to have attacked the lines

on



John d'Om e d e s Grand Mafter, 1 1 5

on Si, James's day, who being the patron of Spain, he,
for that reafon, hoped to find the foldiers either drunk
or in diforder, and abfent from their colours j and, in
order to facilitate the

getting in of the fuccours, he had
given the governor notice to make a Tally atthefame time
with all his garrifon : but chance was the occafion of
his ambufcade's being difcovered, and brought on an en-
gagement fboner than he intended ; for the viceroy of
Sicily, going into the forelt with the bailiff de la

Sangle, the governor of Goletta, and a great efcort of
knights, to order the cutting of faicines, Dragut, who
lay concealed there, fufFering them to come near him.,
rofc up fuddenly with his men, gave them a terrible
fire, and fell in immediately upon the knights with their
drawn fabres. The bailiff, notwithftanding his being
furpnfed by the enemy, foon put his men in order, they
bemg all old warriors, who knew very well how to fall
into it of themfelves, fo that the battalion formed itfelf
Without any manner of

difficulty ; after which, there
followed no ilnall skirmifh, but rather an obfBnate en-
gagement; and they fought for a long time together
with various fuccefs. The Turks and Moors, by their
frequent firing,killed a great number ofChnftians,amons
which the lols of Lewis Peres de Vargas governor of
Goletta, and /everal of the braveft knights, were par-
ticularly regreted. The viceroy met with fome diffi-

culty m drawing his troops out of the forefl, and re-

covering the plain : Dragut purfued him for fome time
and made feveral charges ; but

finding ftiU the fame
men, and a body of warriors, which, tho' fmall in
number, did yet difcover the moft

intrepid air, mak-
ing head againft him, he drew off his

troops ; and tlie

Moors, knowing the country, threw themfelves into
the forefl again, diiperfed as ufual, and did not rally
till fuch time as they came near Fagues, which was their
rendezvous.

At the
viceroy's return, the generals held a council

of war, when by their orders and diredions all the
batteries continued

firing with the /kme fury ; bcfides
which, they aUb railed lome new ones : but the walls

were



1 1 6 HiJIory of the Kn ights ofHAir A.

were fo thick, and Co well (Irengthened with rampait<f,

that the cannon did no more than graze upon them as

it were ; and the breaches feemed 16 fmall, and were

covered with inti-enchments that were lb well fortified,

that they durft not hazard a fecond aiTiulr. They
even began to Fear that they (hoidd be obliged to raile

the {lege ;
but Don Garcia, who was Full of fire, al-

ways in acTion, Vv'holc thoughts were entirely bent on

the Fucce's of the enterprise, formed a defign which

gained him the principal honour oF it. He had learn-

ed from Fome delerters^ that a part of the wall, which

the Fea waflied, was weaker than the reft, and even

ne^leded by the bcfieged, who did not think that great

vcflels could come near it, by reaFon oF the banks of

Fand which the waves had drove on that fide. Don
Garcia, aFter having communicated his projed to the

admiral, and to the council, took the hulks oFtwo old

gallies
that drew but little water, bound them hi\

one to another, and raiFed a battery upon them with

parapets and port-holes. This machine was in a dark

night towed by Fome skiffs atid great boats, and brought
over againft

the place where he intended to make a

breach ; and he made the two gallies fdi^ with Four

anchors, two oF which were towards the land and

the wall, and the other two towards the main iea.

They began at day-break to batter the pannel oFthe

wall, that lay oppolite to this platForm ; and the can-

non fired with Fo much Fury, that a great part of the

wall was beat down in a little time : a reafonable

breach, in the opinion of the engineers, was loon

made ; Fo that the generals reFolved to try an alTault.

The knights oF Malta, purFuant to cuftom, and the

privilege oFthat illuftrious body, had the poll oF ho-

nour alfigned them, advanced firfl: to the ftoim. The
bailiff de la Sangle regulated their march, and the or-

der oF the attack : he ordered that the commander dc

Giou, Fupported by two files oF the oldeft knights,
fhould carry the ftandard of the order at tlx;ir head.

The chevalier de Guimeran, and, in cafe he ihould be

killed, the chevalier Copier was to Fuftainthis tiift body
with
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with all the young knights, and (everal volunteers of
different nations, who had defired to fight under the

banner of St. John. They put in their rear four com-

panies of the Maltefe foldiers, each of them command-
ed by officers of the order j and the bailiff, with ibmc
old knights which he kept about him, was to dole
the march, in order to go afterwards to fuch places as

fhould have the mod need of his preience and affifl-

ance.

The viceroy of Sicily with his own troops, and
Don Garcia with thofe of Naples, in order to make a

diverGon, undertook rerpe<5lively to make other at-

tacks ; and thefe two generals, from an emulation of

glory, and to have each of them the honour of Brfl

planting iiis flandard on the top of the breach, promil-
cd their ibldiers extraordinary rewards. The knights,
who had no need of fuch ielf-interelled motives, the

moment a cannon- (hot had given the fignai for an at-

tack, got into skiffs, and light fhallops, which drew
but little water ; notwithflanding which, mod ofthefe
brave knights, feeing themlelves flopped every moment
by banks of land, leaped into the lea with their fword;i

drawn, and, marching up to the middle, and ofte4i up
to the Ihoulders, in water, they at lafl got to the foot

of the wall. The infidels appeared upon the highefl
part of the breach, and, in order to keep the Ghriilians

from approaching it, plied them at the fame time with
their great and linall fhot, witli arrows, (tones, fire-

pots, and boiling oil, making a weapon of every thing
that lay next to their hands. However the knights,
not daunted at the number of their dead, furmounted all

thele oblhcles, and forced their way to the top of the

breach, by the fide of a tower that joined to the corner
of the wall. The commander de Giou immediately fet

up the flandard of the order ; but he was the fame
moment flruck backwards by a musket-ball : the
flandard was taken up by the commander Copier, who
held it aloft during the whole battle, in the midft of all

the fire, and the Ihowers of crofs-bow-fhot. In the
mean time the cannon which played upon them from

the
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the adjoining tower, and the fire of the musketeer?

from the intrenchinent, made dreadful havock among
the knights, who were unable either to advance for-

ward themiclves, or force the infidels to retire back.

A great number of knights, and noble volunteers, who

fought under their banner, and moft ofthe Maltefe fol-

diers, loft their lives on this occafion. The command-
er de Guimeran, who was at the head of the attack,

was infinitely concerned to fee his brother knights kill-

ed by his fide, yet could not refolve with himlelf to

abandon his poft. When, happily for him, as he was

turning his eyes on all fides, he difcovered on the left

hand, thro' the ruins, a little path that led to the body
of the place ; others pretend that was the ruins of a

gallery of communication : be that as it will, the com-

mander, at the head of his companions, makes an effort,

repulfes every thing that he meets with in his way,

opens himfelf a pafTage, rufhes into the gallery, which

was all gone to ruin, except the beams and fomejoyfls,

and, marching over them with as much -refblution as

he would have done over a ftone bridge, he makes his

way into the city.

At this noife the inhabitants ran up and down, and,

alarmed by the cries of their wives and children, bar-

ricade themlelves in the flreets, get into the houfes,

from whence they make a terrible fire. Here the

knights found themfelves ftopped again, and obliged ia

a manner to make as many fieges as there were in-

trcnchments in every quarter. But whilft they were thus

fighting, the Turks and Moors, who were oppofing
the Ncapohtans and Sicilians, hearing that theMaltele

were got within the place, abandoned the defence of

it, to run to the fuccour of their houfes and families.

Upon which the Chriftians immediately fpread them-

felves over the city, and made them fenfiblc, that every
man's maintaining himfelf in his refpcdive poft would'

have been the only way for them to have prefervcd their

particular fortunes. The poor inhabitants, after having
made a pretty weak refiftance in fbme quarters, feeing.

the enemy mafter of the place; fly
for their lives. Some

make
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anake the bed of their way to the plain and the foreflj
others get into boats. Some out of defpair threw
themfeh'es headlong into thefea,and Dragut's foldicrs;
who were more afraid of his reproaches than of dL="a^h

itfelf, wenttolreekit onthepointof theChriftians fvvords,
not one of them would call for quarter, fo that they all
Hiade themfelves be killed to a man. They met with
a confiderable booty in this place ; for befides 7000
flaves, of every age and fex, the foldiers found the city
filled with magazines of very rich merchandize, and
plenty of gold, filver, and precious (lones in the houfes
ofthe principal inhabitants.

But the richeft booty was the place itfelf, which, at
that time, was the

flrongeft on the coaft of Africa.
The viceroy of Sicily, who had no longer occafion for
the fuccours of the Neapolitans, openly claimed all the
honour of taking it ; put his fon in it as governor, leav-

ing, at the fame time, a garrifon confiding of fix com-
panies of foot. After which the breaches were care-

fully repaired, the ditches cleaned ; and having puri-
fied and confecrated the principal mofque, they interred
in it all the knights and principal officers who had
been killed in the

fiege. The emperor having been
afterwards obliged to abandon this place, their afhes
were tranfported to Sicily in two dirtinft chefts,which
were depofited in the cathedral church of Montreal ;

and, by the viceroy's order, they ereded'a
(lately monu-

ment to their memory, on which the following epitaph
"Was engraved.
*

'

Death has been able to put an end to the lives of thofe
^hofe afhes rejl under this tnarble ; but the remem-
brance oftheir great valourfoall never die. Thefaith
ofthefe heroes has given them a place in heaven, and
their courage has filled the earth ivith their glory ; fo
that the blood nvhich fionvedfrom their njoounds has,

'

in-
Jiead ofa tranfitory life^ procured them t<wo lives that
are immortaL
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Dragut, enraged at the lofs of thetown of Africa,

of his treafures and his ilives which were lodged there,

afcribcd it chiefly to the knights of Malta; and accord-

ingly made his complaints of it to (he grand feignior :

his agent at the porte rcprelented both to that prince,

and to the divan, that the emperor, by this con<queft,

had one of the principal keys of Africa in his power ;

that he was mafter of the fortre/s of Goletta, and of

moft of the places that depended on the kingdom of

Tunis ; that the knights of Malta, who were devoted

to that prince, had fortified themfclves in Tripoli ;

that there was realbn to apprehend lell the Arabs, be-

ing great enemies to the Turks, fhould facilitate their

paflage over the deferts into Egypt ; and that ihe knights.

Wider pretence of delivering Jerufalem and Paleftine

from the dominion of the Oitomans, might penetrate

into thofe countries, revive the antient fpirit of the cru-

fades, and bring into their party the forces of the

Chriftian princes, who were formidable when united

togeiher.
Some noble pre(ents,the furefl: interpreter to obtain

a hearing at the porte, which DragL.t got to be diftri-

buied among the principal baflias, engaged them to

reprefent to the grand ieignior, that his highnels was

more concerned in the lois of Africa than Dragut ; that

the enterprife was a breach of the treaty made with the

Chr'ft'ans, which cominued ftill in force ; that he

could not avoid dilcovering his rcfcntment upon that

account; and that it was particularly neceffary they

Ihould drive the knights, thofe declared and eternal

enemies of the alcoran, out of all Africa, as he had

done already out of Alia.

So LYMAN, in that height of power to which his

birth and conqucfts had raifed him, was capable, with

no great difficulty, of being blown up to indignation

and refentment; neverthelefs, as this monarch, contrary

to the cuftom of moft of his prcdecefTors, valued hini-

felf mightily upon his religious obfcrvance of his treaties j

he, before he began the war, lent, out ofafort of formali-

ty, ach^QUXto the emperor, to demand in his name the

rcftitu-



reftitutlon of Sufa, Monefter and Africa. Charles V.
aniwered the envoy, that thofe places were depend-
ences of the kingdom of Tunis, which held of the
crown of Caftile ; and that, independent from his rights
of high fovercignty, his generals had done only in
that point what all Ibvereigns of all religions ought to

do, with regard to a corfair, who was odious both to
God and man ; and that, as for himfelf, he was rcfoh -

ed, without thinking it any breach of the truce which
he had made with his highnels, to purfue that pirate in-
to all places into which he (liould retire.

SoLYMAN, who was too powerful to be
equitable?,

and who weighed his reafons only by the ftrength of
his forces, was provoked at ib refolute an anfwer ; and
therefore refolved to have fatisfadlion for it by fome il-

luftriousenterprife. Draguthad orders lent him, toget to-

gether, in a body, all fuch corfairs as carried theTurkifh

flag, and to keep them in a readinefs to join the Otto-
man fleet, which the fultan was for employing in this
war : and in order to take away from Charles V. all

pretence x)f treating Dragut as a corfair, he fent to him,
as to one of his

officers, a commiflion, conftituting
him Sangiac of the ifle of Santa Maura. The grand
feignior's defign was to begin the campaign with the

ficge of the places which Doiia, and the emperor's
other generals, had lately taken ; but Dragut took care
to havje reprefented to him. that the knights of Maha
would infa.hbly traverfe him in a!l thoie

enterprifes,
and that their veflels would

frequently intercept fuch

convoys as fhould pals along thecoaft: of Tripoli, or ia
the neighbourhood of Malta; and that therefore it

would be ablblutely neceflary for them to fall with fire

and fword upon that illaiid, and on Tripoli, and to em-
ploy all his forces for the

extii-pating of thofe knights,
who, notwithftand'ng their being few in number, had
never yet failed to multiply as it were whenever a war
was carrying on againft the Mufulmen.
The grand fe5gnior,who had never heard the knights

mentioned at his court but as lb many corfairs, who
ruined the commerce of his dom'nions; entered into

Vol. IV. L
Dragut's



122 Hijlory of the Ktiights ^Malt'a.

Dragut's mcafurcs : and, as a powerful fleet was necef-

far)
ror the execution of it, ordti-s were given out ac-

cordingly, and they began to v/ork without intermifli-

on in all the ports of his empire, in order to build and

fit out gallies
and vefTcls of all lizes. The noiie of fo

great an armament Ibon came to the ears of Charles V.
he made noqutftion but that#Dragut was the caufe of

the war, and that he, for his own private intereft, would
be glad to draw dov.'n his mafter's aims, and extend

his power in Afiica: in order therefore to lay the

ftcim, it was neccfTaiy that Dragut (hould be deftroy-

ed, or that they fhould get his peribn once more into

their hands. Chailes V. from an opinion that if the

fultan fliould find himtelf deprived of fb experienced a

general, who had been ufed to thole feas for fo many
years, he would then tuin the effort of his arms to fome

other quarter, commanded Doria to go in fearch of

him, to fight him at any rate, and omit nothing in or-

der to rid him of lb dangerous an enemy.
DoRi A,purfuant to the emperors oiders, puttolea

in the fpring wiih two and twenty gallies, betides ga-
liots and brigantines, and in the month of March ar-

rived upon the coaft of Africa. The Chriftian admiral,

healing that D;agut, whom he was leeking, had put
into the haven or channel of theifle ofGelvesor Gerba,
made for that place ; and, in order to prevent his get-

ting out, came to an anchor at the mouth of the chan-

nel, in a place called Bocca de Cantara. The cor/air,

furprifed by the arrival of the Chriflian fleet, worked

all night in railing a rampart of earth at the mouth of

the channel, from whence he played with his
artillery

npon Doria's gallies,
and obliged him to retire further

off out of the reach of his cannon. But the Chriftian

admiral, fully perlbaded that his prey could not elcape

him, immediately difpatched away ibme brigantines to

Sicily, to Naples, and Genoa, in order to have a re-

inforcement of troops lent him from thofe places.

His defign in fending for thelc troops was, that

whilft lie, with his fleet, (hould keep the corfair in fight

as it were, and alfo block up the mouth of the channel,

they
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tliey by that means might have an opportunity of land-

ing in the ifland, of burnmg Dragut's gallies, and of

taking h'm prilbner. Dragut, who foreiaw his deiign,
and that he was going to be inv^erted both by lea and

land, formed, in order to extricate hiinielf out of ^o

great a danger, a projcft as bold asir was extraordinary,
and fuch a one as is (carce to be paralleled in hiftory.

For Dragut, in order to keep up theChriftiaii adinl-

ral's conSdence, and make him believe that he was re-

iblved to defend the entrance of the channel to the lad

extremity, cauied fcveral intrenchments to he made

along ihe fiiore on both tides of it, well provided with

artillery and misketeers, which made a coniinual fire

when anv Chrlftkm veiFcl dared to come near them ;

but at the lame time the cunnhig corfair, b/ the help
of his foldiers and gallcy-flaves, and the alfiftance of

the Moors who inhabited the ifland, levelbd with,

great lecrecy, a road, which began at the place where

his gal'.les lay at anchor, on which he ralied a frame

compoied of feveral pieces of timber, covering it over

with planks that had been rubbed with greafe, in order

for the betterflidingof any thing upon it. After which,

they hoifted the galiies by the ftrength of capftanes,

upon this frame or floor of timber, and, with great
wooden rollers, forced them forward to a pait of the

ifland where the ground lay much lower, and where
he had caufed a new canal to be dug, on that fide of

the ifle which lay oppofite to the channel of Cantara,
and by which hetranfported his galiies from one fea to

the other. Doria knew norhing of all this, till his be-

ing made lenfible of it by the lofs of the admiral gal-

ley of
Sicil}'^,

which Dragut, out of a kind of bravado,
took almolt in his fight. The corlair, after this a^fli-

on, failed for Conftaniinople, in order to hallen by his

prefence the departure of the fleet, which was defigncd

againfl: Tripoli, and the other places belonging to the

order of St. John. The Chridlan admiral, amazed, and

in greater confufion than if he had loft a confiderable

battle, came back into the harbour of Genoa ; and, in

order to evade purfuing the corfair, made u(e ofths

L 2 honourable
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honourable pretence of his being obliged to command
in peribn thole gallics that were to carry Don Philip
of Auftria, the emperor's only Ion, from Italy into

Spain ; lb that he condu<5lcd the young prince to Bar-

celona, from whence he afterwards brought hack Max-
imilian king of Bohemia, coufin gcrman to Philip,
and fon to Ferdinand king of the Romans, whom
his father had ordered to return home into Ger-

many.
Dor I A fpcnt all the fummer in making thefe voy-

ages, whiiil: the viceroys of Naples and Sicily, being

deprived of his fuccours, had joined their maritime

forces ; notwithftanding which conjundlion, they yet
did not find themfels'es ftrong enough to keep the-

lea, and therefore had lent to Malta to dcflre the affifl:-

a nee of the gallies of the order. The grand mailer,
for the ihme reafon, and from the apprehenfions they
were under of being befieged, ought not to have fuf-

fered his gallies to (lir out of his port*; ; but the order

at that time, and under the government of a Spanifh

grand mafter, was entirely devoted to the Auftrian in-

tere'l , and a requeft, or even a bare motion, coming
cither from the emperor or his generals, was conlider-

cd by the grand mafter as an ablblute order. However,
there were Ibme commanders in the council, who com-

plained openly enough of the lending away the forces

of the order, and the depriving them by that means of (b

iiecelFary a fuccour, at the very moment they were going
to be attacked by the infidels. But d Omedes, in order

to keep the reft of the council from giving ear to fuch

juft reafons, declared his having certain advice that

the fleet of the infidels was to be put to no other ule

that year, than " to allift the king ofFrance againft the

emperor : upon which, on his bare word, and ftill

more by his intereft and authority, the gallies had or-

ders to join immediately thoie of the emperor ; and
the grand mafter, to pacify thofe who murmured at

their being employed in this manner, gave orders to

the

_

• De bello Melitenfi ad CaroluDi Csefarem Nicolai Villcsagno-
Jiis coramcntarius.
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the chevalier Pied-de-Fer, general of the gal-

lies, when he took leave of him, that in cafe 1653,
he fhould find the fleet of the infidels were

fleering their courfe for Malta or Tripoli, he then

Ihould return Vv^ith all pofTible diligence into the ports
of the order. But for the executing of fuch orders, it

would have heen necefTary for him to have had a i^io.-

condu(ft from the lea and winds, as well as from the

enemy's fleet.

The port of Meflina was fixed upon as the general
rendezvous. Scarce had the feveral fquadrons, which

compofcd the Chriftian fleet, put in there, when they
received repeated advices from the Levant, that the

grand feignior was at fea, and that that formidable ar-

rnado (leered towards the coafts of Naples and Sicily,
but that there was no judging where the florm would
fall. This fleet confided of 112 royal gallies, two

great galeaflTes, thirty flutes, and feveral brigantines
and tranfport vefl^els, all uixler the command of Shiaii

baflia, with Dragut, and another famous corfair called

Sala-rais for his lieutenants, together with 12000 men,
mod of them janizaries, onboard, and a great num-
ber of pioneers, working tools, and machines proper
for a fiege. At the fame time, the chevalier George
de St. Jean, who was returned from Icouring all the

coafls of the Morea, into the harbour of Malta, re-

ported, that the talk all over the Levant was about
the fiege of Tripoli, or that of Malta itfelf ; and that

which made the council dill more uneafy, was, that

the commander de Villegagnon, who arrived about
that time from France into Sicily, wrote from Meflina

to the grand mailer and his particular friends, bywhich
he informed them, that tlie grand leignior's armament
was defigncd purely agaiud the dominions of the order,
and that he was {^t out from his own country purpofe-

ly to bring them certain advice of it, and to diicharge
that duty which by his profefTion he owed to the or-

der. As thi& knight made at that time a very confider-

able figure both inFrance, as well as in his order, it may
L 3 not



1 2^ H'ljl ory ofthe Knights ofMklt h,

not perhaps be improper to give a more partlcula ac-
count ofhim.

Brother Nichohis Durande de Villegagnon was
a Frenchman, born of an antient family in the pro-
vince of Brie. He was one of the handlbmeft men
of his age, had a mind adorned with every kind of cu-
rious and ufeful knowledp-e ; nor was he \e{}i diftin-

guiflied by his valour, which commanded relpedl from
the bravell captains his contemporaries. We have al-

ready taken notice of the advantageous manner in which
he fignalized himfelf at the fiege of Algiers, and of
the glory he there acquired in the fight of fo many dif-

ferent nations as compofed the army of Charles V.
iSJor had he lefs diftinguifhed himfelf at /ea, in the

fervice of his prince, and in the poft of vice-admiral of
the coaft of Bretagne. This gallant knight, at the firft

report of the^rand feignior's preparations, and of Mal-
ta's being threatened with a (lege, did not wait for a

general citation ; but with king Henry the Second's

]eave,leaving the court, and by that means all his hopes,
arrived in Sicily, and acquainted the viceroy with the

news he was carrying to the grand malter. Nor did he
fail to reprefent to him, in very zealous terms, the few

troops, and the fmall (lock of ammunition there was
at that time at Malta, Goza, and Tripoli ; prefiing
him moreover to fend fuccours tothofe iflands, as being
feudatories of the crown of Sicily, and ferving as a bul-

wark to that kingdom.
The viceroy, imagining that the coafts of Naples

and Sicily were more in danger of being attacked by
the infidels than the places of the order, fatisfied him-
felf with faying, that he would omit nothing that

might contribute to the defence of Malta, fo far as was
conCflent with the intereft of the ifland, of which he
was governor. An anfwer given in fuch random and

general terms, giving no fatisfadion to Villegagnon,
he went on board a brigantin^', and arrived a few days
after at Malta. At his landing, a crowd of knights
came about him, and condudted him to the grand ma-
tter ; when; after having paid his firll compliments to

him.
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him, that prince aflembled the councii, had him call-

ed in, and asked him what ihey thought in Fiance of

the grand feignior's
armament ? The French comman-

der replied, that it was the common opinion, that all

the forces of the Oitoman empire were going to fall

upon the territories of the order ; that when he, at

his coming away, was taking leave of the couftable de

Montmorency, firfi: minifter of the kingdom, that lord

had commifiioned him to acquaint them, in his name,
that they would be immediately attacked ; that the grand

feignior, vexed to find a great number of knights in all

the armies, both of the emperor and the Venetians ; and

incenied particularly at the (hare they had had in the

taking of Africa, intended to drive them out of Tri-

poli," and the illes which they pojdeifed ; that he ex-

horted them not to luffer themfelves to be furprifed ;

that this advice was the reftilt of the lentlments of that

efteem and affedion which he bore to an illuftrious or-

der, and which the grand mafter de I'lfle Adam, his

uncle, had governed in the moft perilous times, with

the univerfal approbation of all the fovereigns of Chri-

ftendom.

This news alarmed the council ; fo that they ufed

the moft prefling inftances, in order to oblige the grand
mafter to put the places belonging to the order in a

ftate of defence j and all of them were unanimoufly of

opinion, that he fnould immediately lend fuccours to

Tripoli, which was but poorly fortified, and whofe

garrifon was compofed of none but old and infirm

knights, who had retired thither for the benefit of the

air ; that the liitle ifle of Goza was not tenable, and
that it was necelTary to demolifh the caftle, for fear

the Turks (hould eftablifii themfelves in a place that

lay ib near Malta ; that they (hould tranfport the inha-

bitants of that ifland to Sicily, dede the viceroy to

give them a retreat there, and to ask, by way of ex-

change, for Ibme companies of foot to be Tent to Tri-

poli.
The

• Id. Villegsgnon, ibid.
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The grand malter heard thefe difF.rcnt advices with

a coldneis next to infcnfibUity ; when, after having ex-

prefled to Villegagnon how much he was obliged to

the conftable i'or the great concern he difcovered for

tlie order, he difmiiTed him ; and making the great

erodes and pilliers of the convent (lay behind him, he

laid to them, with a Iheer,
" Either this Frenchman is

" the condable's bubble, or he has a mind to make us

*• his." J'ut af[erwards_, aifcdling a more lerious air,

and which was more fuhab'.e to an afEiir of fuch im-

portance,
he told them, that they fhould never per-

iiaade him to believe, that Solyman had been at the

cxpence of fuch an armament, with a view only of feiz-

ing upon Malta ; that io inconfiderable an objeft, and

the conqueft of a barren rock, would never anfwer, or

make amends for the prodigious expence he had been

at in fitting out fo mighty a fleet ; but that in reality

the grand feignior^ who was one of the greatell politi-

cians of his age, aimed at much higher defigns ; that

he was going, in concert with the king of France, to

attack the kingdom of Naples ; that his fleet, which

alarmed them fo much, was cxpeded in the port of

Toulon ; that it was immediately to join that of France ;

and that he likeways had certain advice of the king's

lending thither five mules loaded with money, for the

pay of the infidels. That after all, it would be pro-

per, before they fliould put th'^mfelves to expences,

which would perhaps be thrown av;ay, to wait for

more pofitive
accounts.

An anfwer, in terms fo full of coldnefs and indiffe-

rence, raifed the indignation of feveral members of the

council : what Villegagnon had advanced with rela-

tion to the neceffity they w^cre under of fortifying Tri-

poli could never be thought an ufeiefs expence : but

it was but too flagrantly known at Malta, that this

prince, whofe thoughts were entirely bent upon ag-

grandizing his family, reckoned all fuch money as lofl,

that did not turn to the profit of his nephews; and

that the weakefl pretence, provided it was but ufeful

in putting off any cxpence, Jiow necclTary foever it

might
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jnight be, appeared even in his eyes as a folicl reafon,
and a certain advantage. Infomuch, that fome com-
manders anfweicd him in pretty warm terms, that it

would not be prudent in the council, upon the doubt-
ful teftimony of fbme fpies only, to continue in a ftate

of indolence, at a time when the Ottoman fleet was

drawing near, and the fight of fo great a danger ; that

it was neceflary to ilTue out a general citation forth-

with, to fummon together all the knights, who were

difperfed up and down in diiFerent parts of Chriften-

dom, to fortify all thofe weak places in the ifle of Mal-

ta, which might any way facilitate the defcent of the

infidels, to demolifh the caftle of Goza, tranfport the

inhabitants of that ifland into Sicily, endeavour to get
fuccours from the viceroy ; and, above all things, re-

cal the old knights from Tripoli, and fill up their

places witli a body of luch as were younger, and more
able to undergo the fatigues of a fiege.
The grand maOier, who was ever fond of money,

told them, that he was not averie to the iifuing out a ci-

tation, provided that they, till fuch time as a general
chapter could meet, in or^er' to provide for the ex-

pence that tlic arrival offuch a great number of knights
w^ould occafion, would, in a full council, augment the

re.'ponfions and taxes, which every commandery was

obliged to pay. He added, that he could not give his

conient to the abandoning of the caitle of Goza, which
was feated on the point of a rock, and which might
ferve for a retreat to the wives and children of the in-

habitants of the ifland ; and that the people would
fight with greater courage and bravery, whilft they had
fuch dear pledges before their eyes ; and moreover,
that he laid the ufmoft ftrefs on the valour and experi-
ence of the chevalier d'Eff:', who commanded there, in

quality of governor. As to the exchange which they
propoled to make of the garrifon of Tripoli, he oppol-
ed it, under pretence that it was not prudent to weak-
en Malta, in order to fortify a place that lay fo remote,
and that the drawing ibme companies of forjt thither
from

Sicily would be liiccours fufficient; and laftly,

that
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that he would write immediately to the viceroy upoit
that account.

However weak his reafbns might be, yet all they
could

liiy
had not ftrcngth enough to get the better of

his obftinacy, or remove his prepolTcfrions ; and what
was wovf^ was, th.it his opinion, through the com-

plaiiance of the Spanidi and ItaHan commandeis, pre-
vailed in council. They likeways laid adde ihe de-

figa of a general citation, froai a'notion they enter-

tained, that in cale the Turks fiiould have orders to at-

tack the territories of the order, ihey would arrive be-

fore Malta, before the citation coiilJ have palfcd the

fea ; when, after making a fev/ llight foniiications in

all fuch places as they might make dcfcents, the grand
mafter continued in as flrange and lurpriling an inac-

tivity, as if he had taken his orders from the Turkifli

general, or had been in concert with him. However,
the viceroy of Sicily, who knew of what conf^quence
the prefervation of Miilta was to- Sicily, did, at his re-

quell, fend a recruit of two hundred Calabrians, which
he had received from the kingdom of Naples, all of
them either flieplierds or mechanics, who had never

bore arms ; but they flattered themielves, that after

their arrival at Tripoli, they, by being under the or-

ders, and in imitation of the knights, would infenfi-

bJy be formed to military difcipline.

Accordingly they began to make preparations
for the fliippingof them off; but when they were up-
on the point of embarking, the fear of being pent up
in a remote place, that was threatned wivh a fiege,
made their hearts fink in them ; To that the greateft

part of them abfconded : they
*

complained that the

grand mafter was fending them to be knocked on tha

head, with no other view, than to fpare the knights
and his own Ibldiers j fo that they could not prevail

upon rhem to fail for Africa, till ihey had put twenty-
five knights at their head, who were all young men,

V that had been put under an arreft, for an inllirreftioa

which
*

Id. Villegagnon.
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which they had made, and whom the grand mafter
was not much concerned to part with.
This was all the fiiccour they could obtain from

the grand maftcr for the city of Tripoli. The peopleof Goza were ftill more negledled ; and, as if he had
thought that battalions of armed men would fprincr ont
of the earth in their defence, they could not pr'^vail
upon him to fend them either troops or g'jnners ; and
when the poor inhabitants of that little ifland lent their
wives and children to Malta, in two barks for their

greater fecurity, the grand mafter, in order to excufe
himfeU from providing for their fuhfillence, would not
luffer them to land ; nay, he went lb far as to threaten
to fink them, if they offered to come near the port. In
fhort, all thele women, with their little children, were
forced to return to Goza, and d'Omedes apologized for
fo hard-hearted a procedure, by a refinement of policy,and the pretence above mentioned, viz. that the inhabi-
tants, by having thole dear pledges before their eyes,would fight with greater courage and relblution. A
few days after, news came that the grand lbignior*s
fleet had appeared off the coaft of

Sicily ; that the
Turks had made defcents and great ravages in feveral
places; that after attempting the fiege ofCa-
tana in vain, they had iat down before Au- i;;i.
guftaj that the town and caftle had held July '12.
out but a few days; that the infidels had
committed all maaner of violence there ; and that it
was commonly reported, that they were preparing to
fail diredtly for Malta.

r r s

This dilagreeable news made the council very un-
eafy, and alarmed all the inhabitants : but the grand
mafter, in order to encourage them, cried out,

** We
*' are not the peribns whom the Turks

defign to fall*'
upon, and the realbn of their taking the Ibathern"
paffige, which Ibems to have brought them near

"^
Malta, is only becaufe it is the fhorieft way to go to

*'
Provence." And, in order to fupport his notion

by the opinion of the moft skilful pilots, he fent for
lome of the oldelt before the council ; and; thev, ei-

ther
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tlier out of complaifance, or becauie it was really Co in

fadl, agreed, that if tlie I'urks had really orders to Pail

to the coafl: of Provence, the fouthern pafTagc was a

Ihorter cut by 200 miles.

Bu T at lail this fatal blindiiefs was removed ; for ihc

grand mafter, three days after (aw, from the windows

of his palace, the Ottoman fleet arrive, which,

July 16. failing on with a favourable whid, appeared
in good order before the ifle of Malta. So-

lyman'5 orders to his general were, that he fnould, as

he pafFed,
and according to the difpofuion in which he

found Malta and Goza, endeavour to make himfelf

mafter of thofe iflands ; but that if he found too much

difficulty in the execution of that enterprife, he fliould

keep only to that of Tripoli, the reducing of which,

in the defign he had of recovering Africa, feemed to

him of the greateft importance The grand feignior

added, the knowledge he had of Dragut's experience,

made him wifli, that Shian would undertake nothing

of importance
without firft confulting him. The Tur-

kiih general,
in obedience to his orders, prefented

himleif at firft before one of the ports of the ifland, call-

ed Marfa Muledt, which is divided from the great

port only by a flip of land, or, properly fpeaking, a

very bigh rock.

At the approach of this formidable army a general

terror (eized the inhabitants of the ifland; every one

ftrove to get out of the way, in order to avoid the fu-

ry of the Turks, and ran up and down in (earch of a

place of refuge, either in the hole.^ of the rocks, or in

the fortified places. There were only two in all the

ifland ; one of which was fituated below the caftle of

St. Angelo, commonly called the bourg, or town, and

the ordinary refidence of the conveiit at that time ; and

the other a good way up in the country, in the middle

of the ifland, about fix miles from the town, and the

great port, and was called the notable city, or the city

of Malta, after the name ofthe ifland, it being the ca-

pital, and; properly ipeaking, the only city in it at that

timeJ
Most
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Most of the inhabitants of the country, both men,
^omen and children, carried off the moft portable part
of their houfliold furniture, and, leading foaie cows
and goats for tlie fubfiftence of their children, took re-

fuge in thefe two places. But as there were not houfes

enough to lodge ail this multitude, they were moft of
them obliged toftay inthe market places and the ftreets;

and, what added to their misfoitunc, was their being
cxpofed all the dog-days to the heat of the fun, which

rages with intolerable violence in that burning cli-

mate. The infe(5tion, and fiink that exhaled from the

excrements of theie poor creatures, thus crowded to-

gether, would fbon produce contagious diftempers ;

and that which ftill added to their afflidion and de-

fpair was the want of a well or fountain in either of
thofe places, and there was but little water in the cif-

terns; lb that if the Turks fhould unhappily refolve to

Jay clofe fiege to thefe two places, they would be fbon
forced cither to turn out allufelels perlbns, and deliver

them up to the cruelty ofthe Barbarians, or elle to ca-

pitulate ; two extremes which the order, by its cha-

rity and valour, was equally incapable of iubmitting
to.

The knights, through the grand mafter's obftinacy,
were in want of every thing but courage ; notwith-

Handing which, they were not wanting in the duty
they owed to themfelves, and to the order ; never had

they on any former occadon dilcovered greater refoluti-

on than they did at this time. The fame valour, which
had Hione with fuch diftinguifhcd luftre in thole antient

knights, to whom the order owed its military inftitutl-

on and fiift conquefts, appeared in them; fo that one
would have thought that they were ftiU the fame men
under other names. The chevalier Upton, an £nn-lifli

commander, and one of the braveft knights of the or-

der, put himfelf acthe head of
thirty o:hers, and four

hundred inhabitants of the illand, who were all on
horfeback. They marched down boldly to the fea

<hore, on the fide of the town, in order to oppoie
the Turks in their landing. The commander de Gui-
VoL. IV. M meran.
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meran, a Spaniard, fallied out at the fame time on

another fide with a hundred knights on foot, and three

hundred arquebuCers, and paiTed over in skiffs from

the town to mount Sceberras, the rock which parted

the two great ports; he there lay fnug, extended on

the ground, in order to obferve the defigns and coun-

tenance of the infidels ; He had not been long here,

when he faw the Turkifh general appear in his admi-

ral galley, with fome others after him, (landing in to

the great port, in order to reconnoitre the moft proper

place for his landing ; and as the fide of the town was

the moft expofed to the artillery of the caftle of St.

Ancrelo, he, in order to keep oflTrom it, drew up on

theYide of mount Sceberras; but as he drew near that

rock, the commander de Guimeran, leeing him within

arquebufs fhot, made fucli a furious di/charge, which

was levelled particularly
at his own galley, that all the

crew was put in diforder, and let their oars drop. The.

furprife which had leized the Tuikifli general foon

pave way to hisrefentment; and his pride being wound-

ed in its moft tender part, to fee him-elf attacked firft

by men whom he thought to furprile, and who were

fo inferior to him in ftrength, he, in revenge, vowed

their deftrudion ; upon which he made immediately to

the ftiore, put into a place where he thought he might

eafily make a delcent, landed a body of his men, and

advanced in order to meet with the knights, and fight

them ;
but the commander de Guimeran, being latisfi-

•ed with his advantage, and finding himlelf far inferior

in troops, had, after making his di.'charge, imbarked

his foldiers, and brought them back lafe into the town,

without lofing \^o much as one man.

Sin AN, having fought for them to no purpofe, went,

together with his principal officers, to the higheft part

of mount Sceberras ; from whence taking a view of

the caftle of St. Angelo, its (ituation on the point of

a rock, and the bulwarks with which it was fortified,

«
.Is that the caftle, fays he in a pafTion to Dragut,

"^ which thou told'ft the grand feignior might fo eafi-

^'
ly be taken j certainly, continued the bafha, the
^

<<
eagle

\j>^
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**
eagle could never have chofe the point of a deeper

*< rock for her airy." When an old corfair, brother

to Airadin above mentioned, who had formerly been

lord of Tachora, either from an averfion to Dragut, or

through complaifance for his general, cried out to Si-

nan,
'* Do you fee, fays he to him, that bulwark which

** runs out towards the fea, upon which the knights
*^ have planted the great (tandard of the order ? You
" muft know Sir, that when I was a Have at Malta, I

** carried the great Hones witli which \i was built up-
** on my (houlders, and before you can demolifli that
*' work, winter will come on ; or, what is more to
^ be feared, fome ftrong fuccour will come to the be-
"

fiegcd."
Dragut was all fire on this occafion ; and, as he

himfelf had never known what danger meant, he was

prodigiously vexed to find lb much coldnei's and diffi-

dence in his general ; and, in order to induce him to

lay liege to the town immediately, he reprefented to

him, that all the ftrength of die place lay in the caftle

of St. Angelo, and that if he could but once beat that

caftle down with his artillery, he would catch, as it

were, the grand matter, and all the chiefs ofthe order,

in a net at once, who, he faid, had imprudently (hut

themfelves up in fo weak a place.
But Sinan was of a different opinion ; for he knew

very well, that, in order to take a place which was
defended by the knights, it was not enough to demo-
lifh the fortifications, but that he mufl kill all thole

warriors to the laft man, before he could be able to

force his way into it ; fo that to prevent his engag-

ing unadviledly in fuch an enterprife, he called a coun-

cil of war. Of all Solyman's generals, there was not

any one, who was fo timorous in appearance, when
any affair was to be deliberated, as he was, though
ever intrepid in adlion ; but he never engaged in any,
till fuch time as he had confidered which were the llir-

cll: methods to beat the enemy ; and that he had ta-

ken all pofFible precautions not to be vanquifhed him-
fclf. So, after having laid before the council the or-

^\ 2 ders
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tiers he had from the grand feignior, he rcprefcnted at

the lame time, that if he fhould engage in the fiege of

the town and the caftle of Sr. Angelo, he was afraid,

that that enterprife would take up a great deal of

lime, and prevent his pafTing into Africa, where he

was principally dire(fted by his inftriKftions to go ; and

moreover he believed that they, in order to conform

to the grand feignior's intentions, and to revenge
themfelves on thole Chriftian corfairs, had nothing,
more to do than only to ravage the ifland, and carry

off as many of its inhabitants as they could into fla-

very.
The complaifance v/hich fubaltern ofHcers getie-

-rally
have for the fentiments of their general made

fhoie of Sinan be appiovcd. Hut Dragut, a fworn.

enemy of the knights, and impatient to attack them,

notwithftanding the reiult of the council of war, in-

lifted flrongly, that in cafe they did not think fit to at-

tack the callle of St. Angelo, and the town, they fho'jld

at lead lay ficge to the capital, where moft of the in-

habitants of the ifland had, as he laid, (hut theiiilelves

lip with their riches ; and which, lays he, we fliall

iind Vi'ithout any manner of fortification, and without

any otlier garrilbn but a company of milerable pea-

jaiits, fellows that always tremble, even behind the

ibongeft baftions. As the bafha, at his taking leave,

of the grand feignior, had received orders not to un-

dertake any thing confiderable without Dragut's ad-

vice, he thought himfelf obliged, on this occafion, to

give in to his opinion : and therefore, in order not to.

draw upon himlelf any complaints, or ill offices from,

him at the porte,he ordered his troops and artillery to

tc put a-fliore. The whole army was now advancing

up into the country, and arrived, v/ithout any oftaclc,

before the notable <it)\ The only difficulty they met

with was from the cannon, which they were at infi-

nite pains to bring thither, by reafon of the great

number of rocks with which the whole ifland abound-

ed: all their carriages were broke over and over, info-

much that they were at lall forced to havejhem drawii

b/
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by flaves, who employed leveral days about it, before

they could be able to raiie their batteries before the

place, which is called MaUa, from the general naaiC

oftheifland. 'Tis pretended, that it was founded by
the Canhaginians, when the Romans, after having dc-

Ilroycd Carthage, that haughty rival of Rome, drove

ihe Africans afterwards out of this iOe ; and that the

Mahometan Arabs feized on it in their turn, and gave
it the name of Medina, in memory of the city of the

fame name, fituated in Arabia Pcirsea, which Maho-
met had called MediriO-Labif i. e. the prophct'j city.

The bailiff George Adorne, of an illuftrious family in

Genoa, was at that time governor of the city of Maha^
in which above i 3,000 perfons of both iexes had ta-

ken refuge ; fo that there was abundance of people in

it, though but few foldiers, at the fame time;. The
Turks, upon their entering the ifland, iprcad them-
felvcs up and down in all its villages and hamlets, and

dcftroyed all before them with fire and Iword. They
fet the houles on fire, lb that nothing was to be leen,

wherever one turned one's eyes, for the country was all

over of a fniokc, occafioned by the burning of the

houles and the corn, whicli they had not had time to

get in. The army was IJjon got before the place, when

they opened the trendies, and began to raile batteries :

but all this did not pafs without oppofition from the

governor, who made leveral failles, not fb much from

any hopes he had of ruining the enemy's works, as to

fliew them, by his intrepidity and reloluiion, that he
was determined to make a courageous defence.

But he was in want of regular troops, and efpeci-

ally of a fuflicient number of knights to command
and lead on the peafants and inhabitants of the coun-

try, who had taken refuge in the place ; and the grcat»
eft part of theie pealants, at the enemies approach,
looking on themfelvcs as the prey of the infidels, re*

pcnted their having fhut themfelves up in the town j

and a great many of them, fancying they fhould be
fafer in any other place than where they were, got
Jheinfdvcs letdown with ropes into the ditch, and, flat-

M 3 tev d



1 38 Hi/lory ofthe Kmghti ofyik lt *.

tercd with the hopes of efcaping the enemy, met either

preient death or flavery in their way. The governor,

enraged to (ee himlelf delerted in this manner, exhorts,

entreats, threatens I'uch as were left behind, and, by his

own example and refolution, prevails ^o far as to have

fome of them formed into companies, heading them
with fbme knights, his friends, who had generoufly
Ihut themfelves up along with him ; but as he law

plainly that he fhould want a greater number, and ef-

pecially one who had been in (ieges, and who was
skilled in the art of attacking and defending places^
he found i:jieans to fend a ibldier out of town in

the
niglit, to give the grand raafter an account of the

ftate of the fiege, and to defire him to fend him a re-

cruit of knights, and particularly Villegagnon, whofc

valour and experience quaHfied him to IKare with him
in the command and defence of the place.

The grand mafter, as well for his own fafety as for

that of the town, did not care to pait with any of tho(e

who defended him, and thereby IcfTen their number ;

ib that all the anlwer he gave the mefienger was, that

among fuch a great number of townlrnen and peafants
as had retired into the town, it was impoflible but

that fome ofthem muft be capable of commanding o-

ver the reft ; that the intereft of their country, and the

defence of their lives and liberties, were motives ftrong

enough to make them all fight it out to the laft, and

that on luth oceafions, experience and capacity in the

common ofEcers and foldiers was leis wanting than

vigour and courage. The meflenger, vexed to fee

himlelf fent back to his mafter without any fuccours,

and that all he would be able to carry him back would

be fuch an harfh anCwer, asked him, purfuant to his

orders, to /end him at leaft the chevalier de Villegag-

non. The grand mafter, who had, ever fmcc his ar-

rival at Malr*i, found him more fmcere than he could

have wifiied, was glad to get rid of him on fo honour-

able a pretence ; upon which he fent for him imme-

diately; and, being come, he told him, with a graci-

ous and oblifiinc air, that he had ever entertained the

higheft
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higheft notions of his valour and capacity in the arts

of war ; that the order in this jan<fture was requiring
new proofs of it from him ; that he was defired to

go and throw hinifclf tnto the place M'hich was befieg-
cd ; that the great number oF townlmen and peafant&y
which were in it, was indeed a lufficient lecurity againft
all the attacks of the Turks ; but that tho/e men, who
would eafily be made good foldiers, wanted a leader
to fupply the governor's ftead in thofe places, where
he himlelf could not be prefent. Villegagnon, with
a modefty that is infeparable from true valour, made
him this plain and hearty anfwer, That at his receiv-

ing the habit and the cro(s of the order, he had at the
fame time dedicated his life to its /ervice ; that it wa»
no longer at his own, but at the difpofal of his fupc-
riors, and that he was ready to go whenever he
fhoiild order him. He added, that he delired him not
to take it ill, if he reprelcnted to him, that there was
DO great ftrefs to be laid upon the crowd of peafants
which were (hut up in the

city, they being always
averfe to danger, and not to be wrought upon by any
fenie of fiiame for flirinking from it ; that in the pre-
fent jundure the governor wanted a let of intrepid
men, who would fight from motives of

religion, and
principles of honour ; and that, to tell them his (en-
timents plainly, if he were delirous of

faving the

place, he muft throw at leaft an hundred knights into
it.

The grand mafter replied, that it had been refolv-
cd in council to relerve all the knights for the i'ole de-
fence of the town and caftleof St. Angelo j that how-
ever to prevent his going away alone, he would pre-
vail with the council to let him take fix other knights
along with him ; which, in a woid, was all the fuc-
cour they could fpare him. Villegagnon begged him
to confiderwhat fuccour could, in an aJfault, be expec-
ted from only fix knights, who, upon the approach of
the enemy, and the thunder of the ariilery, would
foon be abandoned by the peafants; that,to tell him the

plain truth, thele fix knights would be only lent to be

knocked
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knocked on the head ,
and they would be overwhelm-

ed in a moment by a muiiitude of enemies, without

having it in their power, even by the loi of their lives ^

to acquire any honour, which is only to be gained in

anobtlinate defence. The grand mafter,^
tired with,

the folidity of his remonftrauces, told him roughly,

that he expeded courage and obedience, and no: argu-

ments in a knight ; and that if he was afraid of ven-

turing, he would find a great many, who would-

think themfelves highly hoiioured by fuch a cominidi-

on. Villegagnon,
touched in his mod tender part at

an aiifwer which leemed to refled upon his honour,

cried out
"

Sir, I'll give a proof that fear never made

^' mc decline danger :" upon which he fet out the

fame inftant with fix French knights, his friends ; and,

in order to make the greater expedition, and to get

there before day, they not having laddies, got upon

mares that were feeding in the caftie-ditch, came near:

to the town that was befieg-ng, crept in the dark up

to the very wall ; and, making the figaals which had

been agreed on, they, by tb.e help of ropes got all

fcven, together
with their guicie into the place, with-

out being perceived by the enemy.

At the report, which in the morning was fpread all

over the city, of the arrival ofihisliitle fuccour, all

the people, pofleflfed
wi:h an extraordinary opinion of

the condua and bi-avery of the chevalier de Villegag-

non, dilbovered the utmoft demonftiations ofjoy. The

old men, women, and children, never ceaied to extol,

as indeed it really deferved, the noble refolution he

and his companions had taken of throwing themfelves

into the place.
The inhabitants lolemnized his entry

with volleys of their fmall arms, infomuch that one

would have thought that fuigle perfon had tupplied

them with troops, arms, and provifions : The com-

mander, to keep up their chearfjlnefs, told them, that

hefhould be followed byaconfideiable body of knights,

and that he was come before, only to confult with the

governor on the mod proper means for the bringing

that fuccour into the place j but when he was in pri-

tatc
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vatc with the bailiff, he told him the whole truth of the

affair, and w^hat diljpofition the grand mafter was in ; he

frankly owned to him, that he was not to depend upon
any other fuccour but what his own valour would bring
him ; that he was come to die with him, but that

they muft, by a brave refinance at leaft, make their

lols renowned in the order, as well as fatal to the ene-

my.
The bailiff, confidering that the walls of the town

could not long refiit againfl: the batteries of the Turks,
made, by Villegagnon's advice, large and deep in-

trenchments wiihin, which he fonilied with plankg
and epaulcmcnts, or fhouldering pieces well provided
with artillery and musketeers. Viilegagnon had the

infpedtion of the work ; the knights, who came with

him, laid their hand to it; and all the people in gene-
ral, as well women as men, animated by their ex-

ample, and their dilcourfes, laboured at it with great
eagcrnels : and all thought themfelves out of danger,
fince they had Viilegagnon among them.
The bafha, at the noile of the voliies, and the

(houts which the inhabitants fet up at his arrival, be-

gan to fulpedthat (bme fuccour had got into the place.
The mares likewile, which the commander had left

when he got into the town, and which the Turks
found the next morning, gave him no longer room to
doubt of it J but fuch weak fuccours could never haye

put a flop to his continuing the liege, had not a letter

that the Turks had intercepted in a Sicilian bark,
which they took as it was attempting to get into one
of the ports of Malta, given Sinan the utmofl uneafi-

nefs.

This letter was written by the receiver of the or-

der, who refided at Meifina, and was direfled to the

grand mafter, by which he told him, that he had fent
that bark purpofely to give him advice, that Andrew
Doria the emperor's admiral, and the terror of the in-

fidels, was returned from Spain, and actually arrived
in the harbour of Meffina ; that he had dhpatcbed ex-

prefFes and
brigantiues with the utmoft expedition to
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all the ports of that ifland, as well as to Naples and"

Genoa, with orders for all the gallies and fhips that

were in a condition to put to fea, together with the

troops necefTary to man them, to repair immediately to

him ; and that he would (et out immediately, in or-

der to fight the enemy, and oblige them to raile the

fiege.
This advice was merely feigned, and a ftratagem

of the receiver, who employed this artifice with no
other view but to make the hafha uneafy ; and his

defign fucceeded to his wifh. Sinan was alarmed at

the news j and notwithftanding that all advice which,

comes from an enemy might juftly be fufpedted, he

yet thought at the Came time that it was not to be ne-

gleded : upon which lie called a council of war ; and,
after having cau(ed the receiver's letter to be read he-

fore them, he reprefented to them, that in ca'e Doria
fliould come to attack his fleet at that jun(5lure, that he

would not be able to continue the fifge, without leav-

ing it unprovided of the troops which he had landed,
nor could he yet fend them back to defend the {hips,with-
out weakening the land army confiuevably, and expol-

ing himfelf to be defeated by the garriibn of the city,

which, in concert with the body of knights who
were in the town, might probably attack his lines at

the iame time ; that in cai'e he, by the fudden arrival;

of the Chriftian fleet, fliould be obliged to re-imbark

in a hurry, he, by a precipitate retreat, and efpecially
in a country full of rocks, would run the hazard of be-

ing forced to leave his cannon behind him. He add-

ed further, that he indeed had had leave to attempt the

liege of Malta, and that of the town and caftle of St.

Angelo in his way ; but that, preferably t( all this, hi«.

cxprefs orders were to beliege Tripoli ; that he was
afraid left themonth of September fliould become before

he fliould have finiflied his enteiprize of the city of"

Malta ; that they were very fenfible there was no kceping-
the (ea along the coaft of Africa at that ieafon of the

year j and finally, that he would not perhaps be in a

con-
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condition to lay (lege to Tripoli, after having had the

mortification of mifcarn'inain that of Malta.

The council, after having examined his reafons,

and carefully ^veighed the different refolutions that

might be taken, agreed that the general, without loP-

ing more time in the fiege of Malta, ought to bend all

his endeavours to that of Tripoli only ; that he would

infallibly carry a place which was ^o poorly fortified ;

or tliat at leaft, by acting purfuant to his orders, he, by
that means, would prevent any reproaches from the

grand feignior,
a prince whole anger was ever formid-

able. The Turks, in confequence of this refult, raif*

cd the liege, and re-imbarked ; but as a thirft ofplun-
der is the prevailing pafilon of thofe Barbarians, the

balha, before his failing forTripoli, could notrefufe the

giving of his leave to ravage the ifle of Goza which

belonged to the order.

This little iiland, called by the inhabitants Gau-

dilch, is fituated four miles from Mali a to the weft, or

rather weft-norih-weft, being about twenty four nnles

in circumference, and about three broad, and is almoft

furrounded with rocks and flielves ; there were at that

time about 7000 inhabitants in it, and a caftle with-

out fortifications, feated upon an hill, which command-
ed a town that lay at the foot of it.

Though iome commanders had been of opinion,
that it would be proper to demolifh this little caftle,
and tranfport all the inhabitants of the ifland to

Sicily,
nevenhelels the grand mafter, as has been already
obferved, differed from them in it, and had brought
over the council to his opinion by his intereft and au-

thority, rather than by his arguments ; but they were
now lenlible of their invalidity by woful experience;
for the Turkifti general having in vain fummoiKrd the

governor to furrcnder, he battered it with his
artillery.

The inhabitants, thro' the fear they were under of be-

ing made Haves by the infidels, offered the governor
to defend the breach j but that knight, whole name
was Galatian de SefTa, and whofe courage the grand
mafter boafted fo much of; inftead of improving this

brave
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brave difpofition,
and of putting himfelf at their head>

hid him(elFin his apartment, defpairing to hold out the

place. This cowardly condua, the like of which had

never been known in the order, threw the inhabitants

into a general condernation ; there was only a brave

Englifli cannoneer
in the place, who, levelling his can-

non, killed feveral Turks, and hindered the reft from

advancing up to the wall.

But the gallant Englilhman being killed by a can-

non-ball from the TurkiOi batteries, not a man would

take his poft. The governor, in order to get a capi-

tulation for his own ecurity, cominu-'d in his ufual in-

dolence ; but being as great a bragadocio as he was a cow-

ard, he fent to the baftia to demand honourable condi-

tions, which are never granted but to thofe only who

make a brave defence. A monkwent inhis name to offer

Sinan to furrender the place, provided that general

would bind him (elf by treaty to preferve
his life, his li-

berty and effcdls, and thofe of all the inhabitants. But

the Turkish general rejeded the propofal with difdaiii,

and told the envoy, that if the governor did not quit

the place that very moment, he would hang him up at

the gate. The monk returning to the cattle with this

diiinal news, the governor fent him back again,
to de-

mand his liberty at leaft, as well as that of two hun-

dred of the principal inhabitants, whom he himfelf

fhouldname; but thebafha ftinted the number to forty,

and at the lame time threat ned the negotiator
to hang

him up, if he ever prefumed to return to him again ;

upon which, the governor feized with a panic fear,

commanded the gates to be opened to the enemy,

which was the only order he had given ever fince the

Turks had entered the ifland. The infidels threw

themselves immediately into the place,
in order to plun-

der it. The governor's lodgings were the firft place that

fellafacrificeto their greedinefs ; and after having car-

ried all his goods and furniture out of it, they, to fhew

how much they def^-ilcd a cowardly commander,obliged

him to carry part
of them upon his fhoulders to their

{hips ; after which they ftrippcd his Cloaihs off, and

chained hivn down like a galley-ikve.
In vain did he

plead
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plead the general's promiie, and idly complain of their

having broke the capitulation by treating him To ill. Si-

nan, to elude the ienle of the treaty, and ridicule him at

the (ame time, gave forty poor infirm old men, the moft

,aged in all the ifiand, their liberty ; pretending, that as

he had been engaged to give forty of the principal of

the ifiand their liberty, the oldeft ought to be looked

upon as the principal. By virtue of this forced inter-

pretation, he kept the governor in flavery, befides 6300
peri'ons of all ages and ^ty.t^y whom he put on board

his fleet.

x^MONG thefc poor inhabitants * there happened to

be a Sicilian, who had been fettled for many years at

Goiia, who, preferring death to flavery, delivered him-

felf, and all his family, by the inftigations of a bloody

compaflTion, from the hardftiips and Aiame that attend

upon flavery, after a very tragical manner. This Si-

cilian, tranlported with rage and jeaioufy, flabbed his

wife and two young daughters, whom he had had by
her; and, relblving not to ilirvive them, he takes up a

fuieeand a crols-bow, with which he killed twoTurks;
and at'terwaids throwing himielf fword in hand into

the midfl of a ciowd of enemies, he, after having
wounded leveral of them, was cut to pieces, and met
with the death he io eagerly fought after.

The inhabitants of iMalta were greatly afTecfled with
the news which came of the unhappy fare ofthe people
of Goza ; they all unanimoufly exprefled their ab-

horrence of the governor s cowardice ; and /everal

knighis, the Fiench in particular, from a national an-

tipathy, demanded openly, that they fhould proceed

againll him but, as ihe grand mafter was his protec-
tor, he eluded the piocolal, under pretence, that as

that knight was in the hands of the infidels, they couid

not judge him without fii ft hearing him
•, and, \x\ order

to conceal from allChriltendom the fcandal that n)ight
be thrown upon the whole order for the governor's
cowaidice. he engaged mofl of the knights, who were
Vol. IV. N either

" See the firft book of the relation de N, Nicolai, c, ij. edit.
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either his own countrymen, or in h's confidence, t«

write to their reJpe(flive countries, by which they
flioiild declare, that he had fijrnalizcd hiaiielf by a

noble dettnce ; that [h long as he was living, the people

of Goza, in obedience to his oiders. and in imiiaiion

of his e.xarni^-le, had always repul.ed the attacks of the

infidels with great valour ; but that this brave gover-

nor having been killed with a cannon- ball, ihe people,

by lofing their leader, had loll their courage at the

fame time, and that the principal inhabitants, in order

to fave the lives and honour of their wives and chil-

dren, had thought themfelves obliged to capitukite,

though Si nan. out of a pe fidioufiiels too often found

in thole Barbarians, had afterwards openly violated the

capitulation.
This fi6tion paffed for a long time as an undoubted

matter of ta61 all over Europe; arid the truth of it was

not known, till many years after that unhappy accident

had happened. That knight having by dint of money-

found mtans to get out of flavcry, had not only the

impudence to appear agai at Malta, but managed his

intrigues To artfi'lly,thai
he got himlelf acquitted, by the

counc-1, of the acctfation which had been brought

againft him for cowaidice; and that either becaufe the

loids, who compo'ed it, thought he had been iufficient-

iy punifhed by the haidfliips which he had endured

during his flavery; or elle bccauie tiine had in a great

inea ure woin oft' the incjignation which they had con-

ceived a. h'S cowardly behaviour.

The bafha. after having ravaged the ifland, demo-

liftied tl e caftlc, and left terrible marks of his fury in

every place, retuined again on board ; bm inftead of

fa'ling towaids Piovence, as the grand mafter was al-

ways for making e fry body believe he would do, that

gene al ftrertd dirtdly for I ripoli. The grand ma-

fter was in no ^mal) confufion when he heard the news

of it ; and in order to ic^ air the fauL which his ob-

ftinacv, peihaps his avarice, had made him commit, he

a. M lied h'mlelf to Gab icl d'Aramon, embaifador of

JHenry 11. of France at the porte, and who was well

known



known to Sinan bafha That mlniftcr had come afhore

atMaha. hi his way from Con (laniinople about the lat-

ter end of ihr^ foregoing year, when he returned foiTi

thence into France; and the king his mailer fending
him back to the Levant, he paflcrd by Malta, when, in

fomeinterconrfe which he had there he aif ired the grand
mafter, and the convenr, of that prince's good will to-

wards them Sinan had left the ifle ofGoza Ibme days
betore; and the French m'ni{l:er,in a con vcrlatiou which
he had with the grand nialier, expre/T^^d his concern for

his not having arrived (boner at Mdta. as his office'; wirli

tlic bafha might not perhaps liavebeen unfcrviceable to

the order =*.
" You are not come too late now, re-

**
plied the grand mafter, and, provided the affairs you

** are commillioned witli will btit allow yoa to go to
**

Tripoli, we fliall be greatly happy if, by the de-
" ference which the minifters of the porte pay to the
*'

king your mafter s recommendation, you can but
"

prevail (b far as to divert Sinan froM laying liege 10
*' that place ; and therefore, added d'Omedes, I be-
'' leech you, in the name of Chrift Jefus, and in the
*' name of the kmg your mafter, who glories in the
''

title of the moft Chrift'an king, tfvule all your en-
" deavours to eifedl: it *>."

What hafte foever d'Aramon was in to continue his

voyage, he yet thought there were ibme occalions ia

which a minifter is allowed to guefs at his mafter's in-

tentions ^ and, knowing the great afFcdion his king
bore to the order, and in order not to loie a moment's
time, he went on board a light brigantine, which, the

grand mafter furnilhed him, iailed away for Tripoli,
and ordeied the gallies that had brought him to Mal-
ta to come and join him before the port of that

place.
The baflia had put in at Tachora, whiclf is but

four leagues f om Tripoli, in order to get intelligence,
where he had been received by theAgaMorat, who had
made himlelf lord of that diftrid : he was a Ttirkifh

N 2 officer,
" Memoites du chevalier deVillegagnon, nddreflez a rempereut

Charles V.
* N. Nicolai, 1. i.e. 15.
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officer, and had fucceeded Airadin, of whom mention

has been already made,' in that little goveinincnt. The-
arriva' of the Ottoman fleet, as well as of Dragut, for

which he hadiblJicited at the porte,gave him a lenfible

plealure, which he difcovered to Solyman's general by
the magnificent reception he gave him ; and particu-

larly by a body of cavalry well accoutered, with which
he preJented him, in order for their ierving at the

fiege of Tripoli. Sinan. after having repoled himfelf

for fbme days, di parched a Moor to that city on horfe-

back, who carried a whi e flag like an herald. The
Moor advancing to the fide of the ditch of the place,

planted a cane there, wiih a paper faftcncd at the end

of it, without any direilion who it was for, and

cried, that he would return the next day for an an-

fwer.

Gaspard de Valier, of the language of Au-

vergne, and marflial of the order, commanded at that

time in the place. He was an old knight, who had

pafltd through the prime dignities and polls of the or-

der, a man univerially eftccmed for his valour, and

one who was even looked upon as a peribn highly de-

lerving of the grand mafterOiip, when that dignity
fhould become vacant ; but, for that very reafon, not

over agreeable to the grand mafter; he being like moft

other princes, who do not always behold their iliccel^

fors with a favourable eye. This might, perhaps,
have been the motive which had engaged him to lend

him out of the way, under the honourable pretence of

lending him to command inTripoli : not to mention that

the maiflial was become odious to him, for the liberty

which he had taken of diifering from him »n opinion in

council,and ofoppofinghis Jentimeuts without any great

fcrup'e. The governor lent to feich the paper which

the Moor had let up, and, upon opening it, found that

It was a cartel, oi defiance, containing thele words :

*' Surrender yourfehes to the mercy of- the grand (ei-

*^
gnior, who has ordered me to reduce this

j
lace un-

" der his obedience : I will allow you the liberty of
*'

retiring whcrelbever you fliall think fit with your ef-
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^'
fcdls, but in caie of your refii al, I will put you to

*^ iheiword.

Signed SI NIAN- BASHA.

The marfhal, with the concurrence of the coiincil,

had anothe:- i)aper fi^ed in the ihne place, in which,

by way of auiwer, he writ ihe following words with
his own hand j

'* The government of Tri-'oli ha^been
** entiuiled 10 me by my order : I cannot fuTend-
*' er it up to any one but to hitn whom the grand
*'

maner,and thr council of the order, (hall no.niaa.e;
** and I will defend it againll all others to the lii\ diop
*^^of my blood."

Signed, The Marshal GASPARD DE VALIER.

The Moor returning the next day, took ihis paper
and carried it.to the balha ; who, by fuch a re;6lure

anfwer, law plainly, that there was no reducing of

Tripoli but by force of arms : whereupon he ad-
vanced immediately in good order whh his fleet, land-

ed his troops and
artillery, reconnoitred the place, and

prepared to lay (icge to it. All the garriibn at that

time in Tripoli confided only in the recruit of two
hundred men, which were come from Calabria, a com-

pany of raw fellows that had never leen fire, and about
two hundred Moors, the allies of the oider, who,
though of the Mahometan religion, did yei, out of
averlion to the Turks, do good leivice to the ChrilH-
ans. Tripoli, as has been aheady oblervcd, was
icarce tenable, and eipecially agaiiiit a ftrong army,
provided with a large train of artillery ; and the grand
mailers had feveral times intreated the emperor to take
it back into his own hands, orelle caule it to be for-

tified, and put in a condition of defence: but Charles
V. in order to fave thatexpence, had

alv/'ays uni'wcred
that he had given the order the fcofment of Tripoli
Malta, and Goza, by one and the lame deed ; and that
the knights were equally obliged 10 defnd ilioie ihive

places, or rcftore them all to nim ; and iha. lie would'
^ot take Tripoli back; unlcls they would give him up

N 3 the
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the illands of Malta andGoza at the fame time. That

prince, who was as (clt'-interefted as politic, had on-

ly given them this aniwer, becaule he was very lenfi-

ble that the knights, having no place to retire to but

Malta, would, in order to maintain them(elves there,

be obliged to ftay at Tripoli ; and this indeed had

been the fole motive of their keeping To weak a place
as Tripoli, which the narrow circumftances ofthe or-

der had not allowed them to fortify. And indeed the

baflia go'ng to reconnoiire the place himfelf, bragged'
to fome officers who attended him, as he was returning
from thence, that it would coft him but one bold

ftroke, and he would carry it by a fcalado ; but he

judgred otherwife of the caftle, which appeared to be

well fortified with bulwarks, and he refolved to attack

the place on that fide.

They had not yet opened thetrenches, when d'A-

ramon,theFrench embafTador above-mentioned, arrived

on board the brigantiue of the order, who, as he drew

near the fleet, faiuted the grand feignior's flag ; and

bccaufl' he put out French colours, he was an'wered

by all the anillery of the fhips. He landed after-

wards ; when knowing that it is almoft impofTible to

fucceed in any negotiations with the minifters of the

porte without prelents, he lent very magnificent ones to

the bafha, in order to obtain a favourable audience

from him. No fooner was it granted, but he went to

his quarters, and into his tent ; when he reprefcnted
to him, that the king his mafter had a partic.ilar re-

gard ai}d afiedion for the oider of Malta, and that as

that ibc':ety was compofed of the moft illuftrious nobi-

lity of Chi iftendom, part of which were born his fub-

jeds, he would take it as a fignal favour if he turned the

grand feignior^saims another way; and that his mafter,

who was the mod generous prince living, would not

fail to acknowledge his obligations to him upon that

accoont,by preients fuitable to the dignity and power of

fo great a k'ng. The baflia. who had contraded a kind

of tV'endlhip v\ ith the embalTador duringhis refidence at

the portC; opened his mind to him. He Hiewed him
his
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his orders, Ggned with the grand feiguior's own hand,

by which that prince had exprelsly enjoined him to

drive the Chriftians out of Tripoli : then the bafha,

dircdlng his difcourle to the embafTador, (aid further,

that he ihould loie his head if he did not oblerve his

orders.

D'Aramon, feeing that what he asked was not in

his power to giant, was for taking leave of him, in the

intention ofmaking allpoflible halie toCondantlnople,
in order to lee whether he might be able to prevail fo

far with the grand f'eignior,
as to make him /end new

orders to his general : but Sinan, who faw through his

defign, fore/eeing that he, hy iuch a change of orders,
'

would be deprived of the glory which he flattered him-

felf he fhould gain by this comqueft, gave him to un-

derfland, that he could not let him go away before

the fiege was ended ; (b without having any regard to

the law of nations, which he broke in lb notorious a

manner, he ordered all the rigging of the brigantinc
which had brought him, as well as the two gallies
which were come to join him, to be taken out ; but

if we except this injufticc, he treated him with all the

refpc6t which was due to his chara(fter.

In the mean time, the trenches were opened, the

cannon was planted upon batteries; and, in order to
"

Ipinder the knights from repairing what it beat down,
the bafha had difliibuted all his artillery into three fe-

veral batteries, each of twelve pieces of different fizes,

which fired one after another continually ; fb that

whiift they were again charging the battery which had

jufl tired, they at the ;ame time fired another, by which
means this kind of thusider roared on without intermif-

fion. Hapjily for the bcfieged, theie baiterits were

pointed againft the bulwark of St. James, the pkce
that was befl fortified in all the caitie, and terrafled

with'n, (b that the ball only made a hole, and lunk
down in the ttrrals. The Turks had now employed
feveral days to no purpoie in this attack, when a de-

fcrter, born at Cavaillon in Provence, gave the baiha

notice that it would be proper for him to change his

batteries.
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batteries. This villain had been lettkd a lonf^ time in

Tripoli ; his reiigion was, in ibme mcaiiire, a pledge
of his fidelity ; but, having been leduced by a criminal

commerce with Ibme MoonHi women, he had fecretiy
renounced the faith, embraced Mahometauilin, and,-

being as falie to the order as he had been to God, he

flayed at Tripoli for no other reafon than to lerve as a

fpy for the aga Morat, the lord ofTachora above men-
tioned. 'Tvi'as by his means that he got accels to the

bafiia, and that he fhewed him, that if he was defiious

of fucceeding in his enterpri:e. he mufl: turn his bat-

teries againll the bulwark of Sr. Barbe, the ilones of
which/ were, as he la'd, loolened by the mouldering
away of the mortar, which time had consumed.

The renegado's advice being followed, the wall

began to tumble a few days after ; in vain did the

ma: ftial endeavour to fupply the want of that defence

by inirenchmcnis, wlilch he marked out behind the

breach, and within the town, for the continual fire

of the artillery, which pla)ed day and night v/ithout

ceafmg upon that very place, killed all the Haves whom
they employed in that work. Sjch as were left ob-

ftinately refuled to fupply their places, and, tho' they
beat ihem feverely, they nevertheleis would lie down,
and iuffer themlelves to be baftinado'd unmercifully,
rather than rile and go to a plate where they expeded
immediate death.

This fright, which began by the (la\^cs, infedled

afterwards the Calabrian ibldiers, who were full as

great cowards. 1 he greateft part of ihoie pealants

had been put in a little fort fituated at the entrance of

the port, called ihe Chatelet, which was command-
ed by a military ieiving bi other, des Roches by name.

This officer, who was very attentive to every thing
that pafTed

in his foit, obferving the air and di;'courle

of thole Ibldiers, found it attended with a furly and

brutal pride, which made him i'urpe(ft that fome dange-
rous defii!;n was hatching. Upon his examining dili-

gently into the matter, he found that thele Calabiians,

who had not been uied to the noife of cannon, and

were
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were afraid of being buried under the ru'ns of the fort,

had agreed to feize upon a brigautine which lay in ihsr

port, and to make their elcape into Sicily. Thefe,

in order to hinder the goernor from either (lopping or

purlbing them, had relblved. before they fhould go on

board, to leave a match of a proper length near the

magazine ot powder, in order to let fire to it after their

departure, and therelj^ blow up the little caft e. The
officer confideiing ihat it would be as dangerous to let

them know ihat he was informed of their plot, as it

would be to neged it, relblved to give private notice

©fit to the maifhali in conCecjuence of which, he took

care to draw ihem all out of the fort one after another^

upon various pretences ; and, to prevent all future ca-

balling, they were diiperied up and down in different

places, and among other companies who were thought
to be more faithful. But this change of place did not

produce any aheraiion in the ill defigns of thele cow-

ards, and lerved only as it were to enlarge the fcene of
the con(piracy ; everyone oftheie wretches infedted

the other foldiers with the poilbn of their rebellion ;

nor did ihe inhabitants, who were upon guard with

them, efcape the taint. 'Tis pretended that this fedi-

tion was privately fomented by ibme S^)ani{li knights,
who were enemies to the governor. 'Twas now a

kind of general confpiracy ; the Calabrians abandon-

"cd their pofts through fear, and, joining togethei in a

body, encompassed their commanding officer with their

fwords drawn, and threatned to kill him, in cale he
did not oblige the marffial to iecure them their lives

Wid liberties, by a fpeedy capitulation.

The governor, who was ienllble of the dangers to

which men are expofed in a ficge, prepared himlelf

againfl: their coming like a good Chriftian, and a true

religious, by receiving the lacraments ; and was but

juft come from partaking of the holy euchaiift, when
the Calabiian captain advanced towards him, with

trouble and confufion in his looks : being come,
he cried out,

"
Sir, all your enemies are not in the

<< Turkif]\
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*' Turkifh camp, you have fbme within the town," who are (I'll more dangerous ; and it is with inlinitfc

*' concern that I am come to tcli you, that my Ibldi-

*'
ers, in contempt of tTieir oaths, have abandoned

** their poO:, and rcfule *to do any more dary. He
** told him further, that they cried aloud for a capitu-
"

lat!on> ufmg threats at the fame time and that he
" was afraid they (hould be forced to fubmit to that
*'

article, in order to prevent a greater misfortune."

The matfhal, difTjmbling his indignation, went

very prudently that moment out of the church, and

v/as immediately farrounded by the mutineers. He
demanded of them, wiih a ftern air, why ihey were

not all at their ieveral pofts : but he eafily difcovered

their rebellious diiponiion, by the little refpe^t they
/hewed him ; for they all, as it •^'ere by concert, inter-

rupted him with iniolent cries ; fo that, in order not

to expole himielf to luch a rabble of furies, all that he

then thought fit to lay was, that he was going to call

a council of war. He had no iboner given notice of

it, but all the knights and officers came about hiiiv,

when, without dilTembling his trouble andrefenlment,
he cried out, that he had lived a day too long, and

that he was very unfortunate, fincc the enemy's can-

non had fpared him, only to make him a Ibrrowful

witnels of the rebellion, and the periidioufnefs of his

foldiers ; and thereupon he asked the knights their

Icveral opinions about the condition of the place. The
chevalier de Foifli, or de Poiffieu, of the language of

France, declared, that he had examined the breach

with the greateft exadnefsj* that it was not (b large

but that it might be iupplied by good intrcnchments,

and that provided the ioldiers would but return to

their duty, and take heart, they were fUUftrong enough
to repulfe the enemy.
But a Spanifli knight, named Herrera, who'' a<^ed

as trealbrcr, direding his difcourfe to him, cried out,
** I am not in the lead furprifed that you fliould de*

" clare
• N. Nicolai, c. 19.
* Mcmoires de Villcsa2nona
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*' clare for a longer refinance in fo weak a place, as
*'

yoj are a Frenchman and that your king has an" embalTador at this time in the enemv's camp : you«' are very (enfible, that though we (bould happen to" be taken by dorm, you neveriheleis would have no
*' realbn to be in pain about yoar lives and liberties ;
*< but our fate will be very ditFerent, fince, being lub-
*^

jcds to the emperor, the irreconcilable enemy of
** the infidels, we can expect no quarter from thofc
" Barbarians if we do not prevent an aflault, and^

conJequently our ruin, by an immediate capitulati-" on ; and this, added he, is what 1 think nectlTary" to be done for the lafety of my countrymen and my
'^companions." Cher officers propoied before they
fhould come to fuch a final re.olution, the fending one
of the oldcft and mod experienced knights to vilit the
breach, and afterwards make his report of it to the coun-
cil : whereupon the marfhal difpatched the commander
C pier to the mutineers at the fame time, to acquaint
them wiih this relbiuiion, and to exhort them io re-
turn to the'fr reipccTue ports, till llich time as the coun-
cil fhould have decided the affair.

Copier, in order to engage them to it, offered
them . in the mai dial's name, to double their pay ; he
aflured thein, that they were going to vifit the bre'ach
and upon the report which fliould thereupon be made
to the council, they would take proper meafures to

.provide for their fafety ; but he repreiented to them at
the fame time, that they, by deferting their pods, ex-
poled themlclves, before they diould have time to
treat, to the danger of being iijrpriled and forced by
the Turks ; and that the only way 10 obiain an ad-

vantageous capitulation would be to appear all of
them in their leveral pods, with an air of

intrepidity
and reiolution, and as if they were fully determi^aed to

give the infidels a warm reception.
Tke commander s rea:bns, which were

feafonably
.intermixed with tender intreaties, and generous re-

proaches, made /bme imprcfljon upon the m.;tineers-
but Herrera mfinuaiing to them, that all ihele promi'

ies
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fes were defigned only to amufe theiri, and that the

maiflval, who was a pofitive man, woald rather be

killed on the breach than enter into a negotiation, they

renewed their clamour, and rejeded all the comnnand-

er's propolals.
The marfhal's refoluie courage, and

their own cowardice, by an odd kind of fataliiy, did

both oFthem contribute to confirm them in their re-

bellion : for it is probable that they would have been

wrought upon more eafily,
had they thought their go-

vernor lefs capable of taking a defperate refoluiion.

They all protefled that they would keep Together in a

l)ody till fuch time as the breach had been vj{i;cd, and

that they would noi truft to any body's report there-

upon but a Spaniard's only ; (o that in order to farisfy

them, they were forced to fend thither an old ibidier

of their cabal, Guenara by name. This Ibidier, after

having vifited the breach, reported that it was ea(y to

be forced, and hard to be defended ; that in cafe the

Turks, as no doubt they would, fliould continue their

battery, all vhat was left ftanding of the wall on that

fide, would be beat down before night ; that there

was no poflibility
of making the intrenchments which

the chevalier de Pc^fli had propoled, and that they

would be of no other ufe than to throw away the lives

of a great number of go<->d
men. Upop his report,

which was calculated for the prejudices of the muti-

neers, they fell into a new rage, and threat ned aloud,

that if they did not immediately put up the white flag,

they themfelves would make a capitulation, and let the

infidels into the place.

The maifhal finding he had neither foldiers nor au-

thority, referred th" decifion of this affair to the coun-

cil. Though almoft all 'he officers deteftrd the infa-

nious defertion of their fold'cis, they yet, after having

made the mod erious refltftions on the weakne.'s of

the
1
lace, the open revolt of the garrilbn, and the

failure of fuccours from Malta, agreed that there was

no remedy left but to fubmit to ncceffity ; upon which

a military ferying brother was ordered to put up the fa-

tal Cgnal of caphulaiion. Sinan, at the fight
of the

«• flag.
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flag, ordered the battery to ceafe, when two Turkifli

officers came out of- the trenches, advanced up to the

wail, and lignified
that the governor might fend depu-

ties to treat. The rebels, who were inore mafters in

the place than the govt;rnor himl'elf, declared that they
would not iufFer any French knight to be entruUed*

with the negotiation, but took upon themfelves to no-

minate for that purpole the commander Fufter of Ma-

jorca, and Guevara, the two fecret fomenters of the re-

bellion.

These deputies being arrived at the Turkifh camp,
.were admitted to an audienc£ of the baflia ; when they
told him, that they were ready to furrendcr up the

city and the caltle of Tripoli to him, on condition that

he w^ould give the governor, the knights, the garrifon,
and all the inhabitants, alHirance of their lives and li-

berties ; that he would allow them to carry off their

cffeds, and furnifh them fhips to traniport them to

Malta or Sicily. Sinan at fiift did not ieem averfe to

the propo:al ; but after he had reproached them with

their rafhnefs, as he called it, in pretending to hold

out fuch a weak place againft a royal army, he declar-

ed that he would not hearken to any treaty, unlefs, bjr

way of pre iminary, the knights who were in Tripoli

'W:ould engage to reimburfe the grand felgnior for all

the charges he had been at in that expedition. The
deputies reprelenting to him that it was not in their

power to make any I'uch reimburlement, he diJniflcd

them roughly, threatning at the lame time, that lie

would put them all to the fword J3ut as ihey weic

going out of his tent, they happened to meet Dragu,
who, when he was told the relult of the ncgoiiaiion,
was llirp

riled that the bafha had broke it off. The
corlair, pretending to be concerned at the

baflia'sbeing
fo rigorous towards the befieged. dtlired them to defer

their departure till fuch a time as he had had a mo-
ment s talk with the general : upon which he went

immediately into his tent, and reprefenicd.to him, that

I

he, by prolonging the fiege, would run the hay,ard of

milcarrying in his cnterprife ; that fuccours m:?ht pol^
Vol. IV.

- O
libly



158 Hijlory rjfths Knights c/*M A L T A .

fihly come to the befieged ; that the vci:y defpair of

obtainhig a reafonable capitulation, would lerve the

knights initead of a new fuccour, and make them more

intrepid ; and moreover, that whatever ftrcfs he might

lay on his artillery, all he would gain by ruining what

was (lill left of the walls and fortifications, would be

to leave 'i.o rfiany gates open by the breaches he fhould

thereby make for the troops of the order to enter at,

before he could have leifure to repair them, ef])ecially

ill a ieafon when there was no keeping the lea ; add-

ing withal, that he, as a politician, ought not to boggle
at figning the caj)itulation, becaule that when he

iliould be mailer of the place, he would have it in his

power to give fuch explications to the treaty as bell

i'uited his intereft.

The baflia readily approved the perfidious advice of

thie corlair j upon which he lent for the deputies back,

and told them, that he, atDragut's requcfl, had granted
what he had refuted on any oiher confideration. The

-treaty was then agreed to, and the baflia Iwore by the

prand Icignior's head, an oath that is looked upon as

inviolable among the Turks, to obferve it. When the

deputies were going to take leave of him, in order to

carry the capitulation to the governor, he told them,
that it would be proper for him to corrie and confer

with him, in order to adjufl: the number of tranfport

vefTcls that he fhoLld want, and the iecurity he was to

give for Tending ihcm back ; for which purpolc he

Would lend one of the principal officers of his army
into the city, in c]Laliiy of an hoftage.

Scarce were the deputies got back into the city,

when the officer came to. the gate, who was immedi-

ately let in; the marflial had called a council of war in

order to confidcr ofthe meifage and to hear the capi-

tulation read. It was there debated whether it might,
be confiftcnt with the dirty of a governoi- to go out of

his fortreis alone, and without being at the head of his

garrilbn ;
but the mutiny of the ganiibn made all deli-

beration i.felefs ; and thofe vAiO Iccrctly fomented the

rebellion, and were afraid of the governor's recovering
his
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Ills authority, maintained, that as the treaty was fign-

ed, the marfhal had no occafion to make any difficul-

ty about conferring with the baflia; {Jo far from that,

that it would even be imprudent to let him fee, that

they entertained the leail doubt of his not keeping his

"word; and the rather, becaufe, as it would be impof-
iible for the garrifon and inhabitants to return to Mal-

ta, or go over into Sicily, without his furnilhing them
with vcffels, they were therefore forced Jo rely entire-

ly upon his honour;. and they unanimoufly agreed, thjt

in order io fhew h'm how much they conSded in his

Word, .the marfiial fhould carrv his hoflatre back with

him and indeed the rebels were not forry to make an

experiment, by the treatment which the mavfhal fhould

meet with from the baflia, what they themi'elves might
cxpe(5t from him.

A garrison's dilpofing in this manner ofthe per-
fbn of its governor was not to be juitified by any of

the laws of war ; but the reader may have oblerved,
that ever (ince the time that*the foldiers had openly
rebelled, and which the Spanifh knights had fecretly

fomented, ^11 regard to the marflial's authority, and all

rotion ofthe duty of obedience, was at that moment

extinguifiicd ; and the mutineers had no fooner heard
that the bafna demanded a conference with the gover-
nor, but they foiced him with inibient cries to go out

of the town, for fear lead the capitulation (hould be
broke off: he went therefore to the camp, attended,

only by the chevalier de Mohtfort liis friend, who was
reiblvcd never to leave him, and the Turkifh oiiicer

who had been fentasanhollage. When they drew near

the general's quarters, tlie officer, under pretence of

giving Sinan notice of the governor's arrival, went
before, and tolJ him in. a few words that he had
found the (bldicrs and inhabitants in a terrible eonfler-

nation, that he fancied he had dileovered fomething
like a divifion among them, and moreover, that he
dTured him he might prefcribe fuch terms as he fliould

think proper to the governor.
O 2 The
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The baiha made his advantage of this advice; f^H
that at the maiChal's coining in, he airumed an air of

haughtinels and pride, an air which fuch Barbarians

j^enerally put on when fortune has declared herfelf on
their fide ; and immediately asked him, if he had

brought the money he demanded for reimburfmg the

charges of the war. The marfhal, without dilcover-

3ng the leaft emotion, anfwered him coldly, that he

i3epended upon the capitulation, on his word, and the

iblemn oaths he had taken to maintain it inviolably.
*' 'Tis not with fach dogs as you, replied the bafha
"'*

in a rage, that a man is to keep his word ; you and

f' your pcrSuious comrades, who owed your lives at
*• the fiege of Rhodes purely to the grand feignior's

clemency, who would never have indulged you in

them as he did, contrary to the advice of his coun-
**

cil, had it not been in coufideration of your grand
** mafter's engagement, viz, that the order Uiould ne-
*^ ver for the future attack his Hibjefts, or exercife pi-
^^

racy in his leas, but refpei*!!
his flag in all places ;

*'

noLwithilanding v/hich, in breach of that treaty,
'' and of ail tlie obligations ofgratitude, you were no
^' fooner fettled at Malta, but you fell again to your
"^ old trad^ of pirating." The marflial, who could

not bear &y unjalla reproach, replied, that the original

of the capitulation, (igned by Soiyman's own hand,
was (liii prelerved at Malta ; that there is no fuch ar-

ticle in it, and that he wms ready to (end for it from

Malta in order to juftify what he advanced. He told

him moreover, that if he repented of the treaty which

he had made with the deputies of Tripoli, he might
tear it if he pleafed ; after which, fays be, let the fate

of war decide to whom the place fliall belong. The

bafha, provoked at this refolute anfvver, ordered him

to be di;armed, to be put in irons, and lent on board

his vc-jOTjI. The marfhal, ftill refolute and undaunted,

turning himfelf to the chevalier deMontfort, cried out,
" If you, brother, are allowed to go back into the ci-

'^
ty, tell my lieutenant, and the coinmander Copier,

*^ from me, that they confider me no longer but as a

" dead
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** dead man ; and as for any thing elfe, that they be-
" have themlelves as their duty and honour may re-
*'

quire of them on this occafion." After the maifhal

was gone out of the balha's tent, he dirmifTed Mont-

fort, and allowed him to return back to Tripoli, upon
condition he (liould tell the knights who v/ere left

there, that if they did not immediately fend him tlie

money he demanded he would have it out of their

perlbns, and thole of the gariifon and inhabitants, who
(hould be all fold for fiaves. Montfort had no iboner

told this dilmal news in the place, but it railed a ge-
neral indignation among the knights, who ail fwore

they would fight to the laft drop of bloody to revenge
the injury which had been done to their commander.
All talk of capitulation was nov/ at an end, they em-
brace one another, and agree to defend themielves to

the laft extremity, to die all by each other's fides, and

bury themfelves in the ruins of the place. After this,

they endeavoured to inipire the fame fentiments into

the garrilbn ; but they had not to do with ibldiers,

much lels with men ; thofe wretches, infenlible to eve-

ry thing they could reprefent to them in order to ex-

cite their rcicntment, aniwered only like lb many wo-

men, by their tears, or by a gloomy filence. In a word,
neither remonftrance?, intreaties, reproaches, blows, nor

anything they could do, could prevail upon them to

take arms again.The council, coiilideringthat in fo uni-

verlal a delcrtion, it would not be worth while to per-
fift any lonj^er in a fruitless defence for prcferyinp'
the liberty of fuch rebels, refolved to abandon them to

their wretched fate, and leave them as a prey to the

bafha, to compound for the liberty of the relk j upon
which, they lent Montfort back to the general, to tell

him, that it was impoHible for the knights to furniOi

the fum that he demanded, there being no money in

the city ; but that they would furrender, provided
he would only give leave to thiee hundred peribns,
whom the council (liould nominate, to march out in

full liberty. The council, before Monifort went to

make this new proposal, upon advice that the bafha
O 3 would
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would give no quarter to the Moors, who, tho' Ma-
hometans, had yet ferved the order with great courage
and

fidelity, liad given them fuch rewards as their cir-

cumftances would at that time all(5w, and advifed

them to retiie to Tunis or Goletta ; and, in order to

ll-cure their retreat, and prevent their falling into the

hands of the Turks, they gave them all the horfes

that Vv'ere in the town, and they -fallied out at St,

George's gate.
Among thefe Moors were feveral who, having been

a long time in the fervice of the knights, could not be

prevailed upon to leave them in this extremity ; but

protefted they would follow their fortune : the reft

agreed to the propofal which was made them ; but

fome of them had the misfortune to be i'urpriled, and
to be taken in their retreat, before Montfort was come
back to the camp. They were brought to the bafha,
when they informed him that the knights were relolv-

cd to defend thcmlelves to the laft extremity, and that

when they fnould not be able to hold out any longer,

th^y would blow up all the fortifications, and involve

their mercileis eftemies in the lame deftrudtion with
themfelves.

Tke baiha, ftartled at a refolution which would

di/appoint him of the booty he hoped to gain by this

conqucft, and leave him only an iieap of afhes, was

glad to fee Montfort return back ; he received him in

an amicable manner, and, after hearing what he had
to fay, gave him room to hope that he would at leaft

indulge two hundred of the befieged in their
liberty.

He then lent for the marfhal, in order to conclude the

affair with him ; but before he was brought into his

tent, they had obliged Montfort to go out ; when the

governoi" being brought into his preience, he cried out

to him,
" Has the night inlpired you with better relb-

lutions, and are you now diipofed to pay me the
" fum which 1 fo juftly demand of you ? The authority"

I had in Tiipoli, replied the marOial, ended with
*' the liberty you bereaved me of; you mufl now ap-
**

ply yourielf to others ; and fuppofiing that my bre-
"

*< thren

a
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^* thren might ftill have Ibme deference left for my
*'

fentiments, I fhall never be for tieating on any other
** conditions than tho^e v/hich you yourlelf agreed to;
'^ for the reft, here's my head, difpoie of it as you
*' have ah-eady done of my liberty."

After this, the bafha took Dragut and the aga Moiat
afide ; and whiljjering together for fome time, they in

all probabihty fearing they fliould find the fame intre-

pidity in the knights as they had done in the marflial,
he drew near to hirn, when giving him his hand in to-

ken of peace ;
*' Let us talk no more, /aid he to him,

*• of new conditions, I ratify the firft, and agree that
" all the Chriftians, who fhalLbe found in Tripoli,
**

fliali have their liberty ; you yourfelfare allowed to
**

go and alfure your companions of it, and bring them
** out with the garrilbn of the place."
But the marlhal, miftruftingthis change of behavi-

our, and fearing left fome new treachery might be

lurking under this facility which they had fliewn in

ratifying the fiift conditions, excufed himlelf from

carrying his promile of it, on pretence that his having
been made a prilbner had put an end to his employ-
ment and authority j and upon his refufal, the bafha
fent the Turkifti officer, who had been before in the

place in quaHty of an hoftage : The mutineers receiv-

ed him with as great eagerneis as uneafineis ; when im-

mediately crowding themielves about him, they, with-
out carrying him to the council, prefled him to declare
the fubjcd of his commilhon. The officer told iheni
that his general had lent him to acquaint them, that he,

purfuant to the treaty, would grant an entire liberty to
.all fuch as ftiould leave the place immediately ; that
he would furnilh them with (hips to traniport them to

Malta, and that all he required of the foldiers was to leave
their colours and arms in the town j the delerters fet

up great ffioutsthe moment they heard this declaration ;

and, as thoie cowardly wretches had ibme days before
thrown away their arms as an ufelefs burden, they did
not ftay for the orders of the council, or the return of
the chevalier de Montfort, but fearing the kaft

delay
would
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would make the haftia change his relbhition, and find-

ing che gates oFthe town (hut, they crowded oatai [he

breaches; and the women and children following'. heir

example, hurried out atthe iame gaps. The knights, find-

ing themlelvesuniverfally abandoned, were at lad Forced

to take the iame courle; they all rallied under the walls,

and, as they were going towards the camp, Moral aga
furrounded them with a body of his Moorifh cavalry,

and.ftripVing them without dillin(5tion of lank or con-

dition, put them in irons, and treated iheai like

flaves.

Of all the Maltefc. des Roches the ferving brother,
who commanded in the little caftle, was the only man
that would have the carving of his own fate, and
who owed his liberty to his courage and reiolution.

The baflia wanted only to polTcIs himlelf of that little

fort, which being as it were the key of the port, com-
manded it at the (ame time : the geneial's agent tempt-
ed des Roches with glaVing promlies, and endeavoured

atthe iame time to intimidaie him with threats ofdeath

or perpetual flavery. But the Icrving brother,, though
he had no more than thirty nien wiih him, was equal-

ly proof againfl:
them ail; ;o that the Turk was oblig-

ed to raile a battei y againft the tower, which was (boil

beat down. Des Rothes, unable to hold it out any

longer, taking the advantage of a dxirk Jiight, got with

his little company into a bark, and put out to lea ;

others fay, that he retired tecretly on board the French

cmbalTador's gallies, which ferved him for an a/ylum.
That minifter could not behold the lofs of Tripo-

li, and the unworthy treatment the knights met with

from the Barbarians, without the utmoft concern. At

the fiift news he had of it, he ran to the place where

they had been feized, when he found them lying on
the ground in chains, half naked, and expoled to the

infults of the iniblent Ibldicry. He accolled them in

terms fuitable to their courage and virtue, and alfured

them that he would go and employ all his endeavours

for the recovery of their liberty : upon this he went

immediately to the balha's tent, and reprcfented to him
ij»
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in the ftrongeft terms, that he, by fuch a fhameful

piece of injuftice, was going to difhonour himfclf in

the face of the whole univerfe, and that the king his

mafter, and the other fovereigns of Chriftendom, hav-

ing fome (hare in the Ihameful treatment which he
fhewed thole knights, who were molt of them born
their fubje<5is, would not fail therefore either to have
rcdrefs from Solyman, or, in cale he (hould refufe it,

would ule repriials upon all liich Turkifh officers as

fliould fall into their hands. The bafha gave him an

haughty anfwer, and laid, that he was accounrable to

no one but his mafter ; and that he was well ailin-ed,

that that prince would not refent his having broke his

word with a company of corlairs,who, fromalcandalous
third of gain, had ib ungiatefuUy violated the promife

they had given at the taking of Rhodes, never to di-

fturb any more the commerce of his fubje6ts by their

piracies' ; that the governor of Tripoli had in vain en-

deavoured to clear them from lb well-grounded a re-

proach, under pretence that there was no mention
made of any fuch promiie in the capitulation ;

** As
**

if, fays he to d'Aramon, an hundred thouland men
*'

VI ho were prelent at that fiege, were not witnelTes
*^

fufficicnt, and that the grand leignior's condefcend-
**'

ing to (loop Co low as to cotnplain of their breach of
**

promiie on leveral occalions, was not infinitely be*
'**

yond all proofs in writing."
The politic embaflador would not difpute It with

him, bi'.t having recourle to infiniiation ; he, by
enti'eaties and prefents, prevailed inlenfibly /b far,

as to have the maifhal, and the moft anticnt French

knights, fet at liberty ; and the bafha, to (hew
that he pretended to oblerve pun(5lually the fccond

treaty, or rather the promife which he had made to

Montfortjconfentcdthat two hundred of thofewho had
been arrefted fhould likewiie enjoy their hberty. But
here he came in with a new fetch, and chole them, as

he had done at Goza, out of the oldeft and pooreft of
the inhabitants. All the reft he kept Itill in flavcry,

together with fome young Freach knights^ and all

thofe
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thofe of Spain and Italy, who were the emperor's fiib-

je<fts.

This exception made the embafTador very uneafy r

'Tvvas with grief he Caw that thoie amiable youths his

countrymen were going to be expofed to perils of vari-

ous natures, which were fo much the more dangerous,
as they were fea(oned with luxury and pleafures. But

he, in order to rclcue thenr from thence, ranfomed

them with his own money ; and as for thofe knights
'

who were the emperor's fubjc^s, notwithftanding that

that prince was at that time at war with his mailer, he

yet engaged to give the baflia tliirty Turks, all born of

good families, who were adlnally flavcs at Malta, in ex-

change, and to carry them himitlf to Conflantinople.

Having done lb far, he fet f<tii for Malta, not lufpeft-
*

ing in the leaft but that the grand mafter would re-

ceive him there as the deliverer of his biethren, and

arrived in that iiiand on the twenty-third of Augufl in

the evening. This minifter, when he went on board

his galiies, had lent a bark before, with a letter direct-

ed to the grand maflier, in which he gave him an ac-

count of all the circumftances relating to the taking of

Tripoli. D'Omedes was greatly ibrpriied at this news;
and that which gave him dill more uneadnefs than

grief, was the apprehenfions he was under, left they
fhould impute to him the lofs of fo important a place :

he was fenfible, that a complaint had been made in the

convent a long time before of his having employed
the money, which ought to have been laid out in for-

tifying that city, in enriching his nephews : that the

lols of Tripoli might probably revive thefe complaints,
which would occafion a ftridl examination intoliis con-

du6t, and perhaps end in his being depoled ; in order

therefore to extricate himfelf out of lb uneafy a cir-

cumllance, he refolved to lay things in fuch a manner
as to make the French embalfador's condudl be fufpeft-

ed, and throw the lofs of Tripoli upon that minifter

and the marfnal ; in purfuance of which, he lent for

fome knights his creatures, and, taking them into his

clolet, Ihcwed them the letter he had juft
received

' from
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from d'Aramon. He at firfi: broke^ out onlj/ in expreP-
lions of grief for the lols of fo confiderable a place ;

when, as if he were unwilling to throw the blame 011

any body but himfelf, he owned to them with an af-

fected confufion, that he could never forgive himlelf
the imprudent ftep he had taken^ in having engaged
d'Aramon to go into Africa, and for having confided
in a foreign minifter, who/e mafter he could not but
be fenfible was. in a ftritfl alliance with the grand ieig-
nior ; that this eaibaffador, a cunning and infidipus

perfon, and who was moreover the marfhal's country-
man, had infinuared himlelf into his confidence, by pre-

tending to intereil hhrifeif in the prefervation of Tri-

poli ; that he probably might afterwards have exag-
gerated the weaknefs of the town, and the forces of the

baflia, and have led him infenfibly by his artifices into
a labyrinth of negotiations, which had at lalt ended in
a fcandalous capitulation.
The grand mailer's creatures, like fo many fervile

courtiers, without examining whether there might not
be fomefalfities in a relation which depended merely up-
on conjedlures, declared openly their deteftation of the
embaflador's pretended treachery. Each of them, in
his way, made a merit of

llipporting theie conjectures
by new prejudices every whit as groundlels. Some
faid, that that minifter would never have deferred the
execution of his mailer's orders, nor have been prer
vailed upon to interrupt his voyage to the porte lb

eafily
as he did, had he not thought he could have been more
uleful to him at Tripoli than at Conltantinople ; others
added, that the great want the king of France had of
the fleet and forces of the baflia, to oppose them againft
thole of Charles V. made his embalLdor haflen the

capitulation of the place to the prejudice of the.order
4he Iboner to hafl:en their voyage to Provence ; that
the marflial was inexcufable for having concluded it

without having firft imparted it to the grand mafter
and the council,in conlequence of which,it was agree-
ed, that he ought to be proiecuted for it

immediately ;
but they, in order to get rid of lb Uoublelbme a wit-

neis
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iiefs as the emba^^ador would prove, refolved to delay
the procefjitill after his departure. In the mean time,
to render himililpedled, and to make as ifthey miflruft*

ed him, the grand mafter, at his coming off the har-

bour under pretence of its being an unfealbnable hour,
would notliiffer the chain to be taken away ; but or-

dered thecaftle-guard to be doubled, and took the fame

precautions as in time of war, and as if the enemy was
returned to the illand, and lay before the gates of the

place.
The next day the grand mafl:er*s confidents, in con-

cert with him, had it whi/pered abroad, though with-

out naming any body, that 1 ripoli would not have

fallen fo foon into the power of the Turks, had it not

been tor the embaflador's lecret intellisence wich the

baflia, and the marfhal's weaknels, having fuffered

himielf to be guided by d'AramonL*s perfidious advice.

This news was told up and down with all the air of a

great lecret. that was not to be coiifided but to intimate

friends, which, by being ftill communicated with the

ftrideft charge of lecrecy, became at lad the public
talk, rhele reports, improving by the various conjec-
tures which every body added as fancy might fugged,
foon reached, as the grand mafter had intended they

ftiould, a 1 the knights houles, and palTed from thence

to the people ; by this artifice, d'Aramon, unknown
to himielf, became in a moment the object ofthe public
execration.

Bu r the grand mafter did not ftop here ; for he, in

order to make him no lefs odious over all Chrillendom"

than he was at Malta, engaged thole of his cabal towiite

word undeihandto the knights who refided in Kurope
upon thtir feveral commanderies, fignifying that the

French embalTador had betrayed the order, and deli-,

vered np Tripoli to the infidels, and that had it not

been for the wile precautions which the grand mafler

had taken,. he \yould have attempted to feize on the

caftl ; of St. Angelo, and put it into the hands of the

Turks. Thele reports were loon Ipread over all Chri-

ftcndom^ and nftide a great impreifion on people's mindff.

iiud

>



And at laft thoie which they had publifned at Malta,
with i'o much virulence, came to d'.-^ramon's ears.

It would be impoflible to expreis the fui'priie he was in

when he heard them ; he demanded an audience im-

•mediatelv, which was nffifjned him in full council :

when feating himielt by the grand maiier, and think-

ing it would be derogatory to his charadier to (loop i'o

low as to refute ail theie fal/e reports^ he only defir-

ed him to call to mind, that he had jiot gone into A-

frica, but for the repeated inftances which he had em-

ployed in order to engage him to it ; and wherein he,
to make him fully relblve upon it, had mentioned the

advantage that would thereby accrue to the Chriflian

religion, and the great regard and affedion the king his

rnafter had for ihe order. He added, that after his ar-

rival in the Turkifh camp, he had done all that lay In

his power, both to engage the bafha to raile the ilr ge,
and to deliver the knights out offlavery ; that God
had bleffed his endeavours, fo that he had brought
them back lafe in his gallieS; and that as he had engag-
ed himfelf to carry back as many Turks, who were
flavcs to tne order, in exchange, he hoped the grand
mafter w^ould caule them to be delivered to him, that

he might perform his promiie with honour.

The grand maftei anfwered hiirrin few words, and
with a very cold air, that they were very much obliged
to him for his care .; but as to the Turkifli flavcs he de-

manded, he faid he could not do any thing in it ; that

it was the bufmel's of the knights who had taken them
to difpole of them as they fliould judge proper or, in

caie of their refulal to part with them, it was the mar-
fliai's hufincfs to make the bafha amchd/j. D'Ara.non

anight very juflly have replied, that tlicre was a yet
ihorter, and indeed a jufier way lefr, v.'hich yjds to

^deliver him back the Span'fli knighrs, in order for hh
furrenderinj^ them bac k to Sinan : but he thought it

would be beneath his charadter lo expo(e ihe grand
marter's injuilicc : lb, without cond-^^ccndinsj to conir

plain of it, he went out of the port in a few davs, and

kept on his way to Conflantinopl:^,
Vol. iV.

'

P His
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His departure left the grand mafter at liberty to go
on with the execution of his project ; for which pur-

po(e he held feveral fccret councils with his creatures

about that affair ; the refult of which was a refoluti-

on to ruin the marfhal. They agreed, that in order

to an(^.ver the grand mailer's ends, it was now time to

bring him upon the. ftage in d'Aramon's (lead ; but as

they could not fall upon him iingly, for a refolution

which had been taken in a full council of war, the grand

mafter, and thole who joined with him in carrying on

this black defign, thought it proper to comprehend the

knights who had the greatcft hand in the capitulation,

and involve them in the fame acculation. His emif-

faries, difperfing themfelvcs up and down among the

knif^hts, took care to fuggeft to thetn, that the luffer-

ing fuch a fcene of cowardice and prevarication to pa/s

uncenfured would be a great fcandal to the order :

and he himfelf reprefented to tlie council, though with

all the outward fhew of grief, that the honour of the

order obliged them abibiUtcly to call the marflial and

the other knights to account for the motives which

had determined'them to capitulate :
'* In order, (faid

d'Omedes, with a pretended moderation)
*' that they

*'
may be acquitted if they fhould be found innocent,

** orelie be punifiied, if we fhould have the mortifi-

'* cation to find them guilty.'*

The council finding this propofal very reafi^nable,

voted for an immediate examination of the affair, and

the bringing of the acculed to a trial ; and re>blved

that three knights, of three different languages, fliould

be aopointed to take informations about it. The

grand mafter had no diffic.dry to make the choice lall

upon his own creatures ; but as iheie commilTaries

were religious, and could not in that quality take cog-

nifance of a capital crime, where the lives ofthe accus-

ed lay at ftake, it v.'as reiblved to give them an affift-

ant,and to put a iecular perlbn at the head ofthe com-

miffion, who, after the examination, and the report

of the commiffioners, was to pronounce fentence, with

rclped to the nature of the punifhment which the fault

of
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of the criminals might deferve. The artful grand ina^

fter, without Teeming to be any further concerned in

it, than as juftice re4uired he fiiould be, pitched upon
a fecular officer of the illand, Augullin de Combe by

name, whole fortune he had made, for that employ-

ment ; he was a corrupt judge, a man capable of doing

any thing for money. He likewiie got anoiier fecular,

a Spaniard by birth, to be chofen ibllicitor of the

commifTion, who had no merit but that of being blind-

ly devoted to his intcreft : d'Umedes, by the choice

of all thefe judges, had it in his power to make the af-

fair take what turn he fhould think proper.

Up o N a petition preiented by the follicitor ex- officio,

the fijft ftep they took was to anell: the marfhal, and

the knights Fufter, de Soura,and Errera, who had had

the greateft hand in the capitulation, though after a

very different manner. As the lois of the place con-

cerned the emperor, by virtue of his being lord para-

mount, and that Tripoli ferved likewiie in fbme mea-

fure to cover his dom'nionsin Italy, the knights who
were born his fubjeds, in order to make their court,

were not afhamed to ieize their general themlelves, be-

cauie he was a Frenchman ; and to throw him into an

horrible dungeon, where he had not the leaft light to

comfort him. The grand mafter, fancying his deftruc-

tionjtobe inevitable, and that he was no longer obliged

to keep any meafures, thought proper, in order to de-

prive him of ail fuccour, to forbid, under fevere pe-

nalties, any knight's offering to follicit in his favour ;

and that becaufe of the enormity of the crime, and

that the intereft of the ftate was concerned in it. By
another order he enjoined the comm'lTaries to rejedl all

the reafons he might give for excepting againll:
the wit-

ne/Tcs ; and that they, without having any regard either

to the condition or the reputation of the deponents,

fliould admit, without diftin^lion, the teftimony of all

fuch peribns as fhould offer themlelves, and that they

fliould not oblige them to be confronted with the ac-

culed : fb that on the whole, they could Icarce poffi-

P 2 bly
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bly have taken furer meafiires forthefpeedy difpatcli of
an innocent peribn.
This new lyftem of law was the occafion that,

among the witneiles which the (blliciior admitted,
there appeared foine who were villains convidl as well
as fellows who had been guilty of ihe blackcft crimes;
luch was one Dominic Ca.)illan, a Spaniard, whofe

teftimony was allowed of, notvviihftanding his having
been judicially convicled and condemned of forgery ;

fuch was Vanegas, another Spaniaid, who, after hav-

ing renounced our Saviour, and embraced the Maho-
metan religion, had, to go on ftill in iniquity, Ibid"

his own children to the infidels ; this villain they had
fetched back from Africa, purpolely that he might make
his depoliiion againft the maiflial ; fuch, in a word,
was one of 4he gunners in Tripoli, who had been
taken in the very inftant he was going over to the infi-

dels, and would infallibly have been executed but for

jhe marfliar* clemency. All good men were infinitely
concerned to lee that they weie relblved to dtlboythat
nobleman at any rate j but the cabal was lb ftrong,
and they had made his caufe fo verj odious, that no
one duvfl open his mouth in his favour.

The chevalier deVillegagnon was the only perfoir

who, in ipite of the grand mailer's orders to the con-

trary, was generous enough to undertake his defence,
wherein he acquitted himlelf with an invincible cou-

rage. He declared publicly, that it was very extraor-

dinary, fmce Tripoli had been loft only by the negli-

gence, and perhaps the avarice of thofe whofe bufinefi

it was to fortify it, and throw fuccours into the place,
that they fhould neverthelefs pretend to make the mar-

fhal refponfiblc for another man's fault. Upon thefe

complaints, which were thought very reafonahle, that

nobleman's friends, and moft of the French knights,

began to open their eyes, and to reproach themfelves

for having been made tl;e tools of the palTion and hat-

red of d'Omedes. The grand mafter, to prevent any
effedt of their teftimony, and the accounts they might
fend into the fcveral nations of Chriftcndom, had rc-

courle.
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courfc a fecord time to the venal pen of his confidents',

ail whom he obliged to write unto their
re/'pe<ftivc'

countries as follows, viz. that the grand mafter being
delirous of having the marfhal tried for felling Tripoli
to the iiifidels, the greatefl part of theFrench knights,
out of apprehenfion that his being convided of that

crime would fix a mark of infamy upon tlie language,
had taken up arms, and were adually bedegiiig the

grand mailer in the callie of St. Angclo.
THib news, tho' utterly falfe, did neverthelefs

raife a terrible indignation againO: the French knishts

in foreign countiies, where they weie never mjuiion-

ed bur as fo many rebels ; fb that one would have

thought that the (ingle quality of being a Fienchman
was a crime which thty could not expiate but by
death

D'Omedes having got the ftart of them by thefe

letters, and prejudiced the woild againft the French,
,did his utmoft to bring this great aifair to a Ipeedy con-

clulion ; and, before fuch time as the truth could be

cleared up, the follititor ex officio, in concert with

him, brought up a let ofnew witnefTes : Viilegagnon,

diicovering immediately that they were fuborned, com-

plained of it to the comm'ilioners, brought them con-

vincing proofs of the fubornation, and repreiented lo

them, that, fuppofmg the grand malter had forbid the

marflial, under pretence that it was a ftate crime, to

except againfl: them in any manner, that it yet was
their bufmels to admit at leaft of the tcftimony ofnone
but fuch as they knew to be men of probity : but thole

knights, being wholly devoted to the grand malltr,
aniwercd him coldly, that that enquiry related only
to tlie foUicitor of the cauie ; th^t, as for themielves,
their budnels was only to take their depoiicions in the

very terms they made them, and that they were "equal-

ly dilpoied to hear fuch as he fhould produce, either

for or agaii:(l the charge ; adding, that they would al-

low him a week's time for that purpoie ; though they
had granted the foUicitor in ordinary two months to

bring his witncflt^c together. Above thrcclcore pcr-
P 3 loiis^
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fons, all men of known integrity, appeared in that Imall

ipace of lime, and depolcd in the marftial's favour, and

by their teftimony entirely invalidated the depolitions
which the falie vyitneJfTes had made At lad the com-

mlfTioners made tlieir report, and the fecular judge

pronounced fentence in full council, v/hich was to this

cffeft ; 7 hat, in the lols of Tripoli, it did not appear
that the marfhal and the other knights had heen guilty
of £ny treachery or intelligence with the enemy ; "that

the misfortune was entiiely owing to the cowardice of

the Calabrians ; that there were indeed no imperial
conftitutions or laws which infli(5^cd any punifliment
in fuch a cafe upon a governor and his oihcers ; but

that, by the ftatutes of the order, degradation was the

penalty incurred by every governor who fhould aban-

don a place with which he had been intrufted, with-

out esprefs leave from the grand mafter and the coun-

cil ; in confequence Vyhereof,he concluded,by one and

the fame (entence, that the habit of ihe oider and the

crols Ihould be taken away from the marlhal, and from

the knights Soufa, Errera^ and Fuller, as accomplices
in the lols of Tripoli.
The grand mailer difcoveredjby anairof difcontent,

that he was not any way pleafed with this fentence ;

the only realbnof his ha\ing comprehended the Spanifh

knights in the acculation was in order to prevent any

A}lpition of his having proceeded againlb the marlhal

merely from a national hatred ; and was moreover in

hopes, that afier he had got him condemned,he fhould

he able to find out occafions and pretences to get his

countr)men acquitted. This fentence which the judge
had pronounced dilconceited all i.is meafures ; but in

order to remedy it if pofTible, he reprelented to the

council, v^ith a pretended inoderaiion, and an affe<fted

incdcliy, that he thought the judge, in order to put an

end to fo important an affair, had been a little too

hafty ill pronouncing lentence againft thefe different

perions : and that he v/as of opinion, that a great dif-

ference ought to he made between the fault of each cri-

jninal; as well as in the different penalties to be inflid-

'cd
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ed on them ; and that for the prcibnt, the judgment
which had been pronounced againft che maiHial ought
to ftaiid good ; hut that that ot the ofHcers ought to be

fuperleded, in order to judge each of them lepar^teiy,

according to the different nature of the crimes whereof

they flood convicted.

The judge perceiving that he had difplearcd the

grand mafter by this general lentence which he had

pronounced againft all the impeached, changed his

mind, v/ithout any fenle of modelly or (liame, notwith-

ftanding his having given judgment but that moment
before ; and, in order to pacify the grand msfter, made
a new decifion, by which the Spanifti officers were ex-
cluded from the general fentence in which they had
been included ; and declared, by way of explanation,
that although he had condemned them all to the fame

penalty, their fauks were notwithftanding of a very
different natuie. When the bailifi Schilling, of the

language of Germany, direding his dilcoune to the

judge,
*' Are not you, (fays he to him with indignati-

on)
'* the mod: profligate fellow living, to change your** fentiments in a moment, at the leaft fign of the grand*' mailer's dilcontent ? You juft now gave a dcfini-"

tive lentence, that as the impeached had been e4ual-
ly guilty of the fame fault, they ought all to under-

go the fame punifhment ; and a moment afrei wards"
you pretend to feparate the faults, and defer the

** fentence againft ihem." " He has fpoke like a
** wretch as he is," faid the chevalier Nuguez, of the

language of Caftile ; and, turning himielf to the grand
mafter,

*'
I will never fuffer, (,ays he to him) theien-

** tence which has been pronounced againft the mar-" ftal to be executed, unlefs the iame penalty be at" the fame time inflided upon the reft."

All the aflembly declaring themlelves to be of the
fame opinion, the grand mafter pretended to come in-
to it ; but as he was vexed ihat his prey had in ibme
meafure elcaped him, and that he could not

deftroy
the marflial only, as he had propofed to do, he defiied
to be heard a moment ; he then reprcicnted to them,

that

ti
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that although they had ordered that all the ciimhiats

fiiouki be punilh'jd
at the liimc time, it yet would be

but juft'.ce
to make (bijie difFerencc between their .

crimes, and the puniihincnt which they dcierved ; that

the nrarfiial and the chevalier Fuller leetricd to hira-

more guilty
than the rcd^ the one for having negotl- .

ated the capitulation, and the other for having a-

bandvKTed the place of which he was governor; and

wherea? two fuch great crimes might perhaps de-

ferve to be punifli.d with death, .h-^ was of opini-

on, that it would be proper for the council to give

themfelves no further trouble about it, bjt refer the

detinitive fentencc to the lecular judge, who had

aiieady taken cogniliince of ilie affair. This corrupt

iuclcre having varied in lo fcundalous a manner but a

moment before, made them reje^^l,
him with clamour;

notwithftanding which, the grand mafler infilled pofi-

tivcly on h^s being nominated j but the judge, finding

that the warmer part of the council loaded him wiih

inve<5lives, would not proceed any further, under pre-

tence, that as he had pronounced fentence already, he

could not give judgment twice in the lame affair. Tho

grand mailer, eniaged at his not being able to carry

his point, putolfihe affair to another time, ordered

the (ecretary of the council to reglfter ail that had paf-

k^t and broke up the alfembly.

In the mean time, fuch as were enemies to the

French king and his kingdom, had no Iboner heard of

the letters which the grand mailer had cauled to be

lent into their teiritorie , but they gave out that the

French embalTador had delivered up fripoli to the in-

fidels, and had returned back to Malta, in order to let

them into that iiland ; and that if it had not been for

the grand mailer's vigilance, all the knights would-

have been cut to pieces, andChrillendom thereby have
,

loll a place which fcrvcd as a bulwark to Sicily and all

Italy.
The king highly relenting thefe reports, fo de- .

rocratory to his glory, and the honour of the nation,

difoatched a gentleman in ordinary of his houlhold to

the '^rand mailer. 1 his gentleman's naine was du Bel-

loy,
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loj^,
who delivered him a letter from his majefty, dat-

ed the lalt day of December, wherein that prince, af-

ter complaining grievoufly of the infamous reports

which had been fpread up and down againft his em-

baifador, defircd him to ler him know plainly and tru-

ly,,
whether d'Aramon was really guilty of the crimes

which were laid to his charge,
'* in order that if he

** fliould be convidled of it. he might punifh him as the
**

grcamcfs of his crimcdelervedj or, if he was inno-
*'

cent, he might be
ji'ftified, by his tcftimony, among

**
foreign nations, where he had been io baibaroufly

^^ defamed/'

This gentleman's arrival, and the letter he brought
with him, gave the grand mafter the utmoft uneafineist

the fpreading of whiipers up and down undeihand,
the fending of anoilymous letters, or fubicribing them

with the names of inconfiderable perfons, was a game
that was not to be phiyed with lb great a monarch as

Henry II. in an affair which concerned his honour ;

he was now forced to fpeak out plainly, and advance

nothing but what he was able to maintain before the

face of all Chriftendom

D'Omedes, in order not to expofc himfelf to any

difpute, and to extricate himfelf out of the difficulty

he was under, laid the king's letter before the council,

where it was read ; after which he asked the lords then

prefent what were their fentirncnts' about the anfwcr

that (hould be made to it. All the aifembly were un-

animous in their refblution of writing back to the king,
wherein they fhould decLire, that the order, far from

having any reafon to complain of his embaflfador's con-

du(5t, had nothing hut thanks to return his majefiy for

all the good offices they had received from him, and

which engaged the whole order more than ever-, to an

eternity of acknowledgments. The council ordered

their fecretary, at the fame time, to draw up this letter,

/Or rather to get it ligned by the grand mafter, and de-

liver it to the king's envoy, or clfe to the chevalier de

Villegagnon, who was to return back with him.
' D'Omedss,
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D'Omedes, who ftill perfifted in his fecret deflgn

ofdefboying both the embafTidor and the marfhal,.

foon repented of his having referred to the council the

anfweringof a letter which had been dire(5ted to him-

felf only ; in order therefore to elude the proofs whicb

might be drawn from it in favour of the peiibns accul-

ed, he fent for the fccretary, and, without letting him

know what ule he defigned to make of the
letter,^

he

only told him, that as it was direa^-d to a great king,

and related to an affair, of (o delicate a nature, the

terms of it could not be too well weighed ; for which

reafon, he faid, he had a mind to confer with him about

it at leifure ; and that in cale the French geiultman,

or de Vi legagon (houkl ask for it, he (hould find out

ibme excule to diipeme his giving it to them; and thea

recommending fecrecy to him, he di m:ired him.

Vn.'.EGAGNON having let (bme days pafs over,

and finding that the iecretary, during that time, had

not taken care to execute the orders of the council, he

asked him the reafon of it. The fecrerary, purfuanC

to the grand mafter's orders, excufed himfelfonthe

fpecioLis
reafon of a multitude of bufinefs ; and, in or-

der to amule him, promiled to bring him the letter as

foon as poflible
: but whole weeks pafTed away with-'

out their being able to get it out of his hands. Theie

pretended delays made Villegagnon fufjjed that the/

had fomeill defign again upon the anvil ; and, in or-

der to trace it to the bottom, he exerted himfelf to the

utmoft, and moreover let all thofe knights to work,

who. like himielf, had intereded themfelvesin themar-

fhal's defence. At lad he dilcovcred, as he himfelf re-

lates, that the grand mafter had had iome fecret con-

ferences with the judge who had tried the impeached;

that he had reproached him with his weaknels in hav-

ing defifted from his commifiion, upon the complaints

which had been raifed againft him in the council; that?

the grand mafter had laid further, that he was ftili

ftrong enough, in fpite of the oppofitc cabal, to get »

revifion of that very piofecution referred to him ; but

that he would never forgive him, if he (hould vary a

fccond
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lecond time in his fenteace ; and that he, to oblige
him to keep his word, would needs force him to Cga
a bond to pay him five hundred ducats of gold, in cafe

he did not a^ in the whole prolecution exadiy as he
Hiould prefcribe him.

The perfons fiom whom Villegagnon had this ad-
vice told him further, that the judge, through the
fear he was under of lofing his pod, as well as the

grand mafter's favour, had promifed and figned every
thing he had required of him ; that the grand mafter,
after having got this fecurity from him, delivered him
a memorial containing certain fad:s and articles, which
he was to interrogate the marlhal upon ; ordering him,
at the fame time, that in cale he either denied them,
or Ihould refuie to anfwer, to put him to the torture,
in order to force him, by the violence of the torments,
to own that he had delivered up Tripoli to the Turks,
purely upon d'Araraon's follititation. They likeways
informed him, that the grand mafter had owned to the

judge, that the hopes of extorting this confeffion from
him, in order to lend it to the king, had been the on-

ly reafon of his having ^o long deferred giving an an-
fwer to that prince's envoy, and ihat it was the only

way he had left to extricate him 'elf with honour out
of an affair in which both his dignity and glory were

endangered, and which could not be fecured but by
the df ftri'ftion of the persons impeached.
ViLiEGAGNON does not name the perfbn to whom

he owed the dilcovery of the plot ; either becaule he
had been e ngaged to 'ecrecy, or elfe perhaps becaufe it

came f om the jud^e himfclF, who might well be a-

fra'H to take upon himfelf, without leave of the coun-
cil fiift obtained, to put one of the great officers of the
order to the rack ; and was therefore not forry that the

rumour of 'his plot might prevent i^s execution, and
at the Tame time lave him the confiderable fum he had
fo imprudently obliged himftlf to pay to the grand
mafter. Be that as it will, Villegagnon having a full

account of this horrible defign, went to the council,
^nd demanded, in the name of the king's envoy, that

they
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they would deliver him the letter which he was to car-

ry to that prince ; reprefenting, that if they fhould de-

fer his departure but never fb little, the fealbn would
be io far advanced, that there would be no venturing
OiJt to Tea. *'

However, added V'llegagnon, in cafe
" the council ihould have changed their icntiments, it

**
may perhaps be fufficient, in order to convince the

*'
king of his embaflador's innocence, to fend him the

^' rcfult of the commiflioners examinations, together
'* with a copy of the fentence pronounced by the fecu-
'^ lar judge: by which inftruments alone, that mo-
" narch will feepla'nly that the capitulation of Tripo-
**

li was not in the leaft owing to any treachery or in-
*' tel igencc of d'Aramon's and the marfhal's with the
*'

infidels, but that the lo's of it was wholly owing to
** the cowardice and rebellion of the Calabrian fol-
<« diei-s."

A KNIGHT of the priory of Aquitain^ who was a

great partifan of d Omedes, replied, that all the king
defired was, to be in^brmed of his embaiTador's con-

dud in Afrca, and that therefore they were only to

aniwer to that point. The gi-and mafter was overjoy-
ed to meet with a man who oppofed the propoial of

Villegagnon, whom he judged to be too able a man
to require a copy of the proceedings againft the im-

peached, but with the view of carrying the king the

moft irrefragablar proofs of d'Aramon's innocence. And,

finding that that French knight was always thwarting
him, he fternly asked him, where he had learned that

the Older was obliged togive fecular princes an account

of their criminal proceedhigs againft their knights.
^^

I never intended, replied Viilegagnon, to advance
'^ fuch a propofition ; all that I deligned was, that in
'^ lieu of the letter which the council ordered, and
*^ which has not been yet drawn up, the king might
'^ think it iliificient, for his minifter's juftification, to
*^ have the teftimony of the very judge of the impeach-
'* ed .who declares, in the fentence, that his minifter

'^ had no: been guilty of any unlawful practice, or
^ criminal intelligence with reiped: to the capitulaii-

' on.
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" on. However, fince you order me, continued the
'^

knight, addrefling himielf to the grand mafter, to
'^

give you an account of my particular reafons for de-
"

firing that copies of rhofe proceedhigs might be lent
^* to Fiance, I will give it you, with all the ojiennels" and fincerity which I profefs, and, at the fame time,
*^ with all the deferenec and

relpe<5l I owe to you, and
*' to the auguft afiembly before which I fpeak."
Then raifing his voice, and putting on a noble and

refolute air,
" 'J'here hach been, for forne days pad, Sir,

**
(continued he, ftill addrefling himielf to the grand

*'
maftcr) a report fpread abroad^ which refledts high-

**
ly on your honour, which is, that in a private con-

^' ferencc that paiTed between you and la Combe, you
**

agreed to carry on a new profecution againft tke
*' marflial ; that that unjufl judge has engaj^ed lo put
'* him to the rack, and to force him, by the violence of
*' the torture, to confels crimes he was never guilty
*/ of; upon which he is to condemn him to death, and
*' that after his execution, his confcflionis to be given
** inftead of the letter which the council has ordered to
* be written to the king. This, we are told, is the
*'

only realbn of that pretended delay which the fe-
*'

creiary makes in giving the letter to that prince'-s"
envoy."
The grand mafler fell into a palTion at this dif-

courle ; and darting fire from his eyes, and all in-

flamed with rage, he commanded him to declare pu-
blicly from whom he had had fuch fcandalous reports.
** The name of the author is not at pre/cnt the bufi-

nefs, (replied Villegagnon with great modefly ; )
the only queftion at this time is, to know from

yourfelf whether the facfl be true or falie." ^' Ut-
<'

terly falle," cried the grand mafler. "
Declare,

*^
Sir, before the whole afTcmbly, replied Villegag-

**
non, that you acquit your judge of the fum of five

** hundred ducats of gold, which he Hands bound
*' to pay you, in cafe he does not pals fentence of
** death upon the mailhal.'' At thefe terrible words
the grand mailer immediately changed colour, and ap-

peared in the utmofl confuAon j his head was quite
Vol. IV. Q. turned.

«
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tu.red, fo thai he was not mafter of him elf ; when,
being inraged to lee himfelf attacked fo warmly by one
ot lii!> inteiiors, he fell upon him widi a torrent of a-

bulive language. But Villegagnon, thinking he had
done fufficient in having acquainted the council with
his ill defigns, withdrew from the alTemhly ; the mem-
bers whereof, being juftly incenled at all theie villain-

ous confpiracies, appoinied another judge, and order-

ed the (ecretary, nnder very fevere penalties, to lay afide

all affairs, and deliver that very day to the king's en-

voy, or to Villegagnon, the letter which had been
written to that prince, in the form, and in the very
words in which he had been direded to diaw it up.
However pofitive theie orders might be, the le-

cretary, who was one of the grand mafter s creatures,

durftnot execute them without firft: coniiiltingwith him
about it ; he therefore went privately to his palace,
wrote the letter before him, gave a new turn to it ; and,

inftead of taking notice in it, as the council had order-

ed him to do, that d' \ramon, far from having contri-

buted to the lofs of Tripoli, had, on the contrary, done
all that lay in his power to keep the bafha from laying

liege to it ; he, I lay, inflead of theie terms, fo very

cxprels in favour of d'Aramon's innocence, inferted a

claufe which related only to the time of the writing of

that letter ; and moreover made the grand mafter
fay,

that the council had not as yet difcovered any thing
wherewith they could charge d'Aramon. D'Omcdes,
by this claufe, and under pretence that new inipeach-
ments might arile, referved to himfelf a power of re-

viving, on fome other occaflon, the impeachment that

had been brought againfl d'Aramon.

The letter drawn up in this manner, and dated the

17th of November, was delivered to Villegagnon, who
foon faw through the artifice : upon which he carried

it immediately to the council to complain about it ;

and the lords of which it was compoled, afhamed of
fuch a leries of frauds, took upon themiclves to draw'
it up, which the grand mafter, after what had palled^
duiil not refufe to fet his hand to.

That
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That lord, after thanking the king for all ths

marks of kuidneis with which he had been pleafed
to

honour him, added thefe very words, as M. de Thou,
a famous hillorian, who was alive at that time, relates:

" As to what your majefly defires of me, I, in order

'' to fatisfy your will and command, declare, that d'A-

" ramon arriving here on the firft day of Augufl:,
*' with two gallics and a brigantinc,

and having been
*' received according to his quality,

lliewed us the or-

*' der you had given him at his letting out for Con-
'^

(laniinople, to vifit us in his pallage, and to affure

*^ us of your diipoiition to ierve us ; whereupon we
*'

defired Jiim to go over into Africa, and endeavour
*' to dJlTuade the bafha from laying fiege to Tripoli,.
" if he had not already invelled it ; or tliat in c-ife he
*^ (hould find it ad^ually befieged, to make ufe of your
"

majefty's glorious name, and his own credit, to en-
"

gage him toraife theHege; that d'Aramon chearfuUy
" embraced this occalion of doing fervice to the orders
'^ but that the Turkifli general having been deaf to all

'^ his intreaties, he returned hither, without being
*' able to prevail in any one article ; that he declared
''

pubhcly before the council of our order, how hig^h*
*'

ly he was concerned for the iols of Tripoli ; aiTir-

**
ing us withal, that he had omitted noching in his

*'
power that might contribute to the giving us the

'* iatisfadion we defired of him, as having yojr ma-
'*

jefty's exprefs commands to thatpurpoie. Moreo-
" ver we, in order that the whole world may be ac-
**

quainted wi h the true fource of this misfortune,
^^ have cauled informations to be taken on all fides ;

**
and, after the ilri<5tL{l enquiry that could poflibly be

*^ made in this affair, we have not difcovered any thing
" that could any way induce us to believe that d*A-
*' ramon ever contributed in the lead, or ufed any fo-

*' licitations wha.foever for the fuvrender ofthe place;
'* lb far from. that, our knights, who had been made
**

prilbners at that time, informed us on their return,
**

that he was not only clear of all manner of blame,
** hut had moreover obliged our oider by an infinite

Qjl
** oumber
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^' number ofgood offices : the report therefore, which
^'

lias been rumouied up and down to the contrary, is
^'

very unjufl:, and againft all manner of reafon, &c.'*
" This letter, a copy whereof is in my cuftody,

*'

('ays M. de Thou, at the end of his fevenih book,)" was afterwards icnt by the king to all his emhjfla-
'^

dors, in order for its being publilhed in the courts
^* of the feveral princes where they rcfided." By this

means they put a (lop to the ill reports which the im»

periaiifts had fprcad abroad, fo very pi-ejudicial to the
Jionour and reputation of the French. The whole na-
tion owed this fignal piece of fcrvice to V'liegagnon's
zeal andaddrcis ; and as this knight was no lels maf-
ter of his pen than he was of his Iword, he publilhed
an excellent memorial at Malta, which he diiperfed
over allEurope, and which is ftill preferved j by which
it is manifcft, that ihe grand maitgr, from a principle
of avarice, and an invincible obftinacy, had diverted
the fuccours, which might polfibly have faved Triooli,
another way.

As for my own part, however, without pretending
to fpeak in a decifive manner in fo nice an affair, I

cannot think but that the treachery of the renegado of

Provence, who diicovered the weakefl: places in Tri-

poli to tlie Turks ; the rebellion of the ibldiers ; the

great fear the two Spanifli knights were in, and their

intelligence with the mutineers ; and^ in a word, the

governor's too eafy credulity, and the grand mafter's

podtiveneLs againft putting any fuccours into the place,
were the caule of their hafty capitulation, as well as

the reaibn why the bcfieged, before their taking fuch a

ftep, did nor, like their predeccflTors, holdout till fuch

tim,' as they fhould be reduced to a greater extremity.
Then:ai(hai paid fufficiently afterwards for his impru-
dence in go'ng out of his fortrefs, by the long impri-
fonmtnt he luffered : but the grand mafter, wlio, as we
have already ob.'erved, caulcd the other impeached
knights to be arrcfted, for no other reaibn but becaufe

he could not ieparate their cauie from his, got thena

paidoned as loon as poffible : and, as in all kinds of

govern-
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government whafever, that man who has the dlipo al

of* the preferments and dignities is generally maltct

at the iame time oF the votes, d'Omedcs had inteicft

enough to engage moii of the great crofT-a who com-

poied the council, to conlent to iheir being .ct a. li-

berty.
At the very time when the order was in the greatefl

confufion from thc^e comeliic broils, Leo Siiozzi Piior

cfCapua, havingt|uiiud.hc| i/ftof geneialof the gailies-
ol: France, fiom a relenimeiji he ei-te. taint d agaii.li che

fiift m'n'fter of that tiown, pielenitd himiCil- bctoic

-the haibour of Maha. and ient to a^k the g.and mai-

ter leave to eniei; into ir. But tha! ^ruice, who was

jealous ot' eveiy ihhig that tame fiom trance, was
haiih enough 10 refu.e ii him ; and, either from aie

api.reheiiiioiiS he was under of the prior's inciinaiioii

to favour the marfhai's
j^arty, or el e out of zeal For

the emj~eior s ii.tcrelli, and his own relentment for

Sirozzi's having but a little wh'le before carried two

ga.lies and leveial meichaiat (hips out of the road of
Jbaiceloija, he lent him woid that he would give or-
ders for his being fired at in cale he did not retire im-
media

v^ly.
An aniwer in juch violent and menacing

terms and fo vtry unuiual in a republic, deprived the

prior of any place of refuge in all Chiiftcndoirj, and
of any other aiyl im but the lea and two gallics j 10 that
in cae he ftiould be purfued by any body of coi ai s

who were fti onger than himiclf, or (hoald be caaght
in a dorm, he could not pur imo any of the emperor's
ports, without being in danger of being arielledj nor
could promi.e him. elf any greater lecuriiy in rho e of
the duke ot Florence, who was a mortal enemy to all

the S^iozzi. He would not ha^e met with a better rc-

ce, lion in the harbour of Genoa, wheie Doria, t'.je

emperor's admiral, commanded, a genet al over^whoin
the prio.- had gamed ieveral advantages during the time
he commanded t!ie gallics of France; a kindoFaf.
fiou:, which a iDan would be very 'glad, if polhble, to
conceal fVo 11 hiin.elf, but which he Icarce ever for-

gets, or is c;vev brought to forgive. There was no

0.3 otUcv
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other afyliim left for the prior, but the ports of France,
a kingdom which he had ierved with fidehty as well as

fuccels Yet here he would have been lels iafe than in

any o i.crpart of Europe. Envy, that infeparable at-

tendant upon glory, had drawn upon him the enmity
of the whole family of Montmorency: the conitable,

who was both prime minider and favourite to Henry
II. had found means to render him lufpeded to that

monarch ; and, at his return to iMarleillesfrom the ex-

pedition of Barcelona, he had lecret notice given him
of a defign they had to arrelt him, and moreover, that

it was expected Francis de Montmorency, the confta-

ble s eldefi: fon, would fuceeed him in the command
of the gallies

The prior therefore, in order to prevent this ill

treatment, v/ent on board his own galley ; and being
followed by that of his brother, goc by dint ofrowing
over the chain of the harbour, and made his way to

the open iea j when finding himfeif lafe, he lent back

his ftandaid of general to the king, together with a let-

ter which M. de Thou has tranlinitted to us, the pur-

port of which is as follows : That as he was not born

his fubjed, he had not engaged in his iervice from any
other moiive but the defiic of acquiring glory; but

tliat now he had no other way left, either to preserve
his honour or his life, which was threat ned, but to

abandon France, and to withdraw out of the reach of

the ill defigns of his enemies, who, not finding any
moreeffedual way to hinder his fhowing his innocence,
and at the fame tiine to prevent his

j- iV.fication, had

refolved to have him . iralfinatcd.
'* Itheiefore beieech

** vour majcfty, faid he, from your wonted goodnefs,
" to pardon me for having Icfiyour dominions without
'*

your leave; and I dare flatter myfelf ib far as to hope,
'* that you may probably one day regret me, when the
** events of war (hall give you occafion tocompare my
** ferviccs with the CAploits of thofe who are going to
"

lupply my place."
He wro;e af.erwards to the fame efiPed*, to the two

feigniors
de Strozzi, his brothers ; by which he told

them,
* Memolres dc Brantome, t. a.
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them, that he was ready to give rhe king fatisfadion

as to his condddl; and, in Oider not to prejudice iheir

fortune, he promlled never to engage in any meai'ures

againft Fr«incc,
'•

jMy reiblution, lays he, being to
" make war upon the infidels, fbi the fervice of my
*' ordei." This was the occafioii which had brought
him to Maha ; when being obliged to

tjuit
that coad

by the grand mafter's unjuit orders, and though he had
no ammunition or provilions, but about twenty quin-
tals of biiket, which a knight, a great crois, and his

particular friend, had furniflied him with privately^
without the knowledge of d'Omedes, he ftood out to

fea, and lailed for the Levant in company with the
commander de Martines, a Navarreie knight, who was
re!bived never to abandon him. The prior landed
afterwards in one of ihe ports of Sicily ; and as that

commander was the emperor's fubje(5>, and was per-

Ibnally known to that prince he lent him to his court,
to reprefent to him, that he had quitted the iervice of

France, and was actually going to make war upon the
Turks and infidels, his majclly's enemies, and there-

fore hoped he would give him leave to put into his

ports, ant! there bring whatever prizes he might take.

Upon this he continued his coarle, without
(leering

diiedly for any place; when his provifions afterwards

falling fliort, he leizedonail I'uch as he could meet with,
without diftindion, from all Chriftian vefTels that came
in his way, not excepting even thoie of hio own order,
always proteft'ng thai nothing but

neceffiry coidd have
fo!ced him to do ii. He kept an cad account of every
thing he had taken, promilingto indemnify the own-
ers for it one day or oihcr, and (tiling himlelf Tbs
friend ofCod alons. He ci uilcd up and down the medi-
terranean during a wliole lummer together^ during
which time he took fuch confidcr^ible prizes from the

infideis, that he, at his return, found him el
'

mailer of
an hundred thouiand crowns. As he wa.^

failing along
the-coaft of Calabria, he met the commanJerdc Mar-
tines, who had piocurcd him a very am^ 1^ late-condudt
from the emperor ; and that prince, who was an ex-

cellent
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.cellent judge of mcjrit, and had an adinirable talent at

bringingos'cr the generals of his encinies to h^s fervice,

had cin^ owered ihe coirjiTja .der to offer his friend an

annual penliou of i 2 0C'0 crowns, wiih the com.iiand

of rwelve gallies, and a pron>ite of ibe pod of admiral

after the death of Doiia. The prior, who Hood in

the utinolt neceflicy of ihat prince s protection, either

fiorna view of (heltering himlelf in liis ports, or in

order to return back into Malui, did not abibljtely de-

cline the offer; but as he had alieady prom'ied his bro-

thers, who were fl'll demoted to ihe interef^:> of tVaiicc,

never to bear anns againft that nation, he ipun out the

negotiation of Marlines; Mean 'iine the viceroy ofwSlci-

ly, on advice that his mailer was defjrous of engaging
the prior in his iervice, gave orders that he fhould be

admitted, togetlier with his gallies, into all the ports
oi' that iflaad, and did not, for his ovi^n part, omit

either
j. relents, or any of tho.c blandiih.n.-nts which

courtiers know lb well how to em, ioy, whenever they
are to bring about any of their malter'bdcligns. Ihe

prior was equally polite, but told him,
•• Tnai he co.ild

** not enter into any engagement, till fuch time as he
*^ had conferred with the grand mailer iind council ofthe
*' order about it.

' He therefore, under pretence of Ound-

ing how they ftood alFcdcd, tent one of his officers

thither, with diredlions to acquaint his bell friends wi.h

his happy return : he leni alio at the .a.ne time, and

by the iauie officer, a fine ornament detigned for ihe

altar of St. Mary de Philermo, which he had got made
a. McfHna ; and as an indired reproach on the giand
niaflcr for his hard ulage, he had cauled the.e words

of St John to be cmbro'dered on it : lie came unto

his onvuy and his ow^ received him not.

Ai- 1 f R he had ihus given proofs of his devotion, he

gave others cf his probity ;
and as nothing but the mofl

urgent necelliiy could ever have forced him to ieize

on ihc piovilions of Chrifl'-an vclTcls, he cauied pro-
clamation to be made by found of trumpet in all the

fea port towns of the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily,
"

v/hereby he declared thai he had depolited a conlider-^

able
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able fum at MelTiiia, for the Payment of all fuch per-

fons as he had been forced to plunder of then- provifi-

ons and ammunition, whilft he was cruifing up and

down. He would needs pay them both ihe inierell

and principal ; which was executed with to much ex-

adnel's, that he gained no lefs reputation for his equity
and difintertftedneis, than he had before done for his

skill in the arts of war : two qualifications, which though

they mart be united in order to the forming a great

man, are yet very rarely found to center in one and

the fame perfon.
TiiE giand mafter hearing of the prior's return, an<J

being informed of the emperor's views, he, in order to

bring them about, and force the prior to engage in his

fervice, declared openly, that he continued ft'il In the

fame lentiments, and therefore was rcfolved not to

receive him into Malta. But St rozzi's fiends, who
were feme oF the mofl: confiderable men in the order,
fent him word, that d'Omedes fhouldnot have it in his

power to refufe him entrance into the port a iecond

time. Upon their letters, he immediately goes afhore,
arrives at Malta, gets into a skiff, and lands without

giving the grand mailer any previous notice of ]:iis re-

turn : when a great number of knights, who admired
his valour, came in a body to meet him. Thus at-

tended, he goes up to the palace, (alutes the grand ma-
iler with that noble alfurance which virtue inlpiies,
tho' dill with the refpedl that was due to. his dignity ;

when he tells him, that having advice that the Turks
threatned the ifland wiih a new invafion, he was come
to oiTer him his lervice, and tojohi as he was oblig-
ed by his prof.-flion, with his brother knighis, in the

common defence of the oider. The grand anfter dif-

fembled his lurprile, and the lecret uneallneis lie felt at

his arrival D'Omedes was ai that time at variance

with the council, who complained that he, from a

Icandalous principle oF avarice, had on one presence
or other, got allihecftates of the oide< into his hands.

He thought that the prelcnce of b ilh.ftrious a knight
as the prior of Capua^ might flrengthcn the paity of

the
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the malccontents : but as his difpofition and con-
dud: was wholly regulated by that of the imperial
court, and being fenfible that the emperor was defirous

of getting the prior into his fervice. he received him in

an amicable manner, and treated him with great de-

monftrations of kindnels. He moreover deli) ed him,
after he had repoled himfelf a while, to viiit all the

ifiand, and gave him the charge to examine ail

fuch places as flood in need of being fortified ; Bom-
boll: grand bailitf" of Germany, the commander Lewis
de LalVic the marfhars lieutenant, and Peter Parado a

Spanifh engineer, being joined with him in this com-
miHion.

These three commifTioners, after having travelled.

over the whole ifiand, and carefully obferved all its

various lituations, made their report to the council,

whereby they repreiented, notwithflanding that the

town, which was the relidence of tlie convent, was
fortified by the Caflle of St. Angelo, it yet was over-

looked and commanded by mount St. Julian, a flip of

land that jutted out into the fea ; that it would be ne-

cefTaryto fortify the town on ihat fide v/irh newworks,,
and to build a fort upon that mount, in order to hin-

der the approach of the enemy : that the port,orMarza
Muzet, lay open, and was defencelefs, and that the

only way to keep the enemies fleets from entring it

would be to build a new town upon mount Sceberras,

as being the mofl difficult place of accefs in all the

illand ; that they would do well to transfer the con-

vent thither one time or other, and that in the meaa
time they could not be too expeditious for the Iecu->

rityofport Muzet, in building a fort upon the point
of that rock, in order to defend the enrance of the

harbour : And he concluded with piefling the grand

mailer, and the council, to fortify all tho.'e necks of

land, which were much longer than they were bioad,

and which, by their intervals, formed a like number
©f jorts, ihey being cxadly fhaped like the Bngers of

a man's hand..



John d'Omedes Grand Majler. 191

The council, after a mature examination of the re-

port of the commiflioners, and the Icheme which they

nropofed of the works, refolved to fet about them im-

mediately. But as the order wanted a iufficient fund

to carry on (b many different works at the lame time,

and that the very building of a new town would have

drained their treafurv ;
all they could do, was only

to fortify the town with new baftionson that fide where

it was overlooked ; to add flanks and calemates to it ;

to fink and widen the ditch fo as let in the lea-water ;

and, till I'uch time as they might be able to build a

new town upon mount Sceberras, they agreed, confl-

dering the importance of that pofl, to begin with

building a caftle there, with four little baftions or bul-

warks, and to place them in liich a manner that they

might ferve at the (ame time for the defence of the

city, which they defigned one day to build in that very

place.
After the councilhad thus refolved onthele feveral

works, the three commilTioners divided the diredion

thereof among them. The grand bailiff took upon
himlelf the dire^ion of the fortifications which they

propoled to add to the town ; the prior of Capua
undertook that of the caftle which was to be built

on the point of the rock or mount Sceberras ; and the

commander de Laftic was pitclied upon to have the di-

rection of the other fort, which they propoled to raife

upon mount St. Julian.
These three commilRoners, who were infpired

with an equal emulation, after having fent for mafons

and workmen from Sicily, carried on their leveral

undertakings without the leaft intermiffion. The

(pealants of the ifland were employed in digging the

.ground and carrying the materials. The knights in

, general, to pufh on the work briskly, were continual-

ly in thework-houles, relieving one anotlier by turns:

and all the different orders of the ftate, as well knights
as townfmen and peafants, applied themielves to it

with fo much ardour, that in lels than fix months time,
4he town was ia a condition not to ftand in fear of a

fiege.
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fiege, and the caflle of mount Sceberras was fin'flied

and well provided with artillery. They called it the

Fort ofSt. Elnie, in memory of a tower of that name,
which lerved to defend tlie entrance of the port of
Rhodes ; and the other fort which was built upon
JMount St. Julian, was called Fort St Michael.

So great was the diligence ufed in the carrying on
of theie works, that we are indifpenfibiy obliged to

do juftice in ihis place to the generous difintereftednefs

of all the knights of that time, boih of fuch as were
actua ly in theconvent atMalia as of tho'e of the com-
manders who were at a diftance from it. All of thefe,

agreeable to their vows, and from a noble contempt
of felf-intcreft, brought their money and plate to the

treasury ; and the private kiiights, who had nothing

they could call their own but their gold chain, a kind

ofornament which they wore at thai time, gave them
with pleafure to contributeto thepayment of the work-
men: an example which has been imitated in our days,
when, upon the report of a mighty armament, which,
as was given out, the Turks intended to employ againft

Malta, leveral knights, without waiting for a fum-

mons, immediately tranfported their perlbns and fortunes

thither ; and ibme who were old and infirm lent all

their effects beforehand, with their plate, which they
had converted into (pecie.

It woirld be impofTible to exprels the joy and fa-

tisfadlion which the whole body of the knights, as

well as the inhabitants of Malta, bi^oke out at the fight

of thefe forts ; which, by the diligence of the dirc<5lors,

(eemed as it were by a kind of miracle to have fprung
GUI of the earth, and to lecure the whole ifland from

the incurfions of the infidels. The grand maft^rr and.,

council were highly extolled on this account; but the

finceier and better part of ihe elogiums redounded to

the honour of the three commiflioners, and particular-

ly to the prior of Capua, who by his skill iu forrifica-

tion,andby his zeal and continual application, had built

a fort which defended the port Muzet, and which dc-

jfcrved to be coiifidered as the principal key of Malta.

In
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In -the warmth of thofe fentiments of efteem and grati-

tude, which all the convent exprefTed for this illuftri-

ous prior, feveral of the chief knights of the order de-

clared that there was now nothing wanting for their

fecurity but only to fee him their grand mafter : and

as d'Omedes was very old, all their wifhes declared al-

ready in his favour.

The grand mafter could not hear thefe reports

witliout a fecret vexation; and as if the veiy (ight of

his fiacceffor would have contributed to the lliortning

of his days, he, under pretence of interefting him-

Iclf in making the prior's fortune, endeavoured, by
all manner of artifices, to remove him from his pre-

fcnce, and (end him from Malta. In puvfuance ofwhich
he prcfll'd him, in the warmed manner, to enter into

the emperor's fervice ; but the prior, who, next to the

houle of Medicis, hated no body fb much as he did

Charles V. their protestor, told the grand mafter, in

plain terms, that he could never fo much as think of

fighting againft France, and againft a king to whom
he had formerly plighted his faith ; and that no hopes
of advancing his fortune fhould ever make him engage
in what he conceived was contrary to his honour, what-

ever refentments he might juftly entertain againft the

minifters of France.

D'Omedes finding he was refolvcd not to leave

l^flalta, and not being able to endure him there, he^
in order to fend him from thence, and get rid of him
on another pretence, propofed to hira the undertaking
of an expedition upon the coaft ofBarbary, and the put-

ting of him at the head of an enterprife which he had
foimed upon Zoara. This city, known formerly by
the name of Polfidono, and feated in the province of

Tripoli, lies thirteen miles eaft of the ifle of Zerbi or

Gelves Its good harbour had drawn thither, at that

time, a great concourfe of merchants of different nati-

ons ; and this great commerce had greatly enriched its

inhabitants. Some Moors who were (laves at Malta,
had told the grand mafter, in hopes of recovering their

liberty, that
'

the place was not fortified on the land-

VOL. IV. R fide; ,
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£iAf, that under cover of a kind of foreft: ofpalm-trees,
which ran ahiiofl to the very edge of the ditch, they

might ad^'ance up to it without being difcovered ; and

that as the inhabitants kept no guard on that fide,

they might eafily be furprifed, and the city taken be-

fore they could have time to recover themfelves.

The grand mafter offered the prior a fufficient num-
ber of knight and foldiers for the enterprife, and theie

flaves for his guides. Strozzi, who was not out of

hopes of railing himfelftothe grand mafterfhip, readi-

ly accepted of an employment which gave him an op-

portunity of fignalizing himfelf in the fight of his

brethren of the order. Upon this he immediately
fitted out his gallies,

and fome brigantines that were
his own, putting 1200 men on board of them, among
which were upwards of ^oo of the braveft knights of

the convent, who were all eager to fight under the

eye of a general who was fo excellent a judge of va-

lour.

This little fleet fet fail from the port of Malta on

the fixth of Auguft, and arrived offthe coaft of Barbary
on the fourteenth in the evening. By a miftake of the

pilots, they landed much farther offthan they propofed
to do, at a place which was at leaft twelve miles di-

ftance from Zoara, and they were forced to march all

night long over the lands, and through fome groves of

palm-trees, with which that part of the country was

covered. The general, before he began his march, di-

vided his troops into three battalions. The command-

er de Guimeran,an old knight whom we have already

mentioned, led the fiift, being preceded by the che-

valier de Strozzi the prior's nephew, whom his uncle

had put at the head of fome young knights, who made

a kind of forlorn-hope in this expedition. The main

body of knights followed at fome diftance, and was

commanded by the chevalier Parifot de laValette, lieu-

tenant-general. The march was clo(ed by fome com-

panies of infantry, which the chevaliers de Rangif>

de Bisbale, and de la Benante had levied in Italy for

fchefervice of the order. The prior had refervedto him-

felf
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iclf the principal command of theie troops, as being the

mod numerous body, out of which he, for that reafon,

might draw detachments,and fend them to thefuccourof

the twofirfl: battalions, as there might be occafion. The

army marched forward in this order; a ad fome Maltele

in a Moorish drefs, who (poke the language of the

country, went a mile or two before the reft, and ad-

vanced up into the country, in order to fee how things

ftood, and whether the enterpriie was not diicovered

Every thing appeared very quiet ; but as they drew

near Zoara, they perceived upon the left, fome fires in

a kind ofcamp filled with tents and pavilions, ihe fol-

diers of which Teemed to be faft afleep, and without

any fentinels ; upon which they immediately defir-

ed the general to give them leave to go and view them,
and afterwards attack them. But as 'twas thouglit, as

indeed it was very likely, that they were a troop of

thofe Arabs, who live generally in camp, and mofl: of

them naked and fbrrily armed, fo that there was very
little to begot by them; and as theylikewile conGder-

ed, that it would beimpoiTible to attack them fo near

Zoara, without giving an alarm^and awaking all its in-

habitants ; it was therefore unanimoufly relolved, that

they ihould defer the attacking of thofe troops till fuch

time as they had taken Zoaia ; and for their better

fucceis in thac point, the general ordeied his principal
officers and captains to march, as loon as they faoiild

be got within the town, dlredtly forward to the gi'eat

fquare, where all ihe itreeis met ; where they fhou'd

fortify themlcK'es, and not (utferthe ibldiers to run up
and down to plunder, till ihey fhojld be matters of all

thele pods, where the inhabitants might be able to in-

trench iheinfclves ; and .0 compeniate in fome meafjre-

for luch a di. agreeable, but necelTary reftraint, he pro-
mifcd .hem two crowns for every iVloor*i» he^d they
fliould bring him.

AFFAiRb being fettled in this manner, the army,

notwithdanding the darknets of the night, M'hich was
not yet Ipent, advanced in _good order, v/ith great fi-

lence, and found the town buried in a much greaier,

i< 2 it
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it not having fo much as a fingle fentinel, much lefs a

guard-houie, and its gates (landing wide open. The
Chiiilians entered it without oppofition ; and, leaving
fome companies without to iecure the entrance, and
facilitate the going out, they marched to the great

fquare, drew up in hattle-array, and awaked the inha-
bitants with the found of their drums and trumpets.
The Ibldiers were no longer to be kept in order. They
dilperle themielvcs up and down the ftreets, break

open the houics, kill all thofe who offer to make re-

fidancc, take priibners all fuch as are unarmed, and
with l\vord in hand force the trembling townfmen to

deliver their money. Thefe mercilcfs Ibldiers, in order
to make a profit of fuch as had none, bind them, in or-

der to fell them for flaves ; and, without any diftindi-

on of age, lex or condition, force the old men, the

women and children, with blows, to march down to

the fea-fide, to put them on board the gallics of the

order: a wretched way of making reprifals, but wliich

at the fame time is very necelfary to reprels the cruelty
of the infidels, and teach them to treat the ChrilVians

better on the like occaGons.

They had by this time got together in the great

fquare about 1500 of thefe perfons, who were be-

wailing their misfortune with tears, when luckily for

them there arrived iliccours, which broke their chains,
before they had felt all the weight of them. The com-
mander de laValette had been commiilioned to put
them on board j when a Moor of the town, called Aly
Benjiora, hearing his name mentioned, ran to hira

with eagernefs, and, after having made him call to

mind that he had ferved under him in Iripoli,
*' Do

"
you know, Sir, fays he, whifpering to him, that

*'
you are going to be attacked and cut in pieces V*

When, to convince him of the danger he was in, he

told him, that what the Chriftian general, in his way
to Zoara, had taken for a flying camp of Arabs, was
a body of 4000 Turkilh cavalry, all oldfoldiers, and

excellent arquebvifiers, commanded by Morat Aga go-
Tcrnor of Tripoli, who, going by orders from the

porte,
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porte,
to the iiland of Gelves, and having been over-

taken by the night, had encamped in the place wheie

they had diicovered him ; that (bme of ihe iahabiiants,

who had made their cfc ape from the Chriftians, were

^Giie to implore his fiiccour, and that he had promiled
them to be at the gates of Zoara by break of day ; and

therefore, continued he. 'tis your general's biifineis

to take proper meafures in oider to prevent his being

llirpiiled.

The commander rewarded the Moor for his intel-

ligence, and ran to give the prior an account of it :

upon which, the general, in oider to call his foldiers

about him, ordered immedia cly a retreat to be founds

ed ; but the noiie and tumult which always attends

the lacking of a town, the cries of the women and

maidens whom they tore away all tiembiing from the

avms of their husbands, or the boibiias of their mothers;

all this, I fay, pre' enred their hearing the fignal of

retreat : though after all 'tis- probable enough, ihat

the foldiers, in their thiift of plunder, might only pre-
tend they had not heard it, as not caring to dcfift from

fo agreeable an employment.
In the mean time, Morat fancying he ftiould find

the Chi illians difperled up and down in the feveral

quarters of the place, arrives at the gates, which the

Maltcle had quitted, in order to have their fhare ia

the plunder. U on this, he enters with the lame fa-

ciiiiy that the Ghriftians had done, falls uporvllicn as

he tinds in his way, kills everal of them, and fpreads
a general cotiftci nation among the Chr'ft'ans , fo that

the general of ihe order could icarce tind a luffic'ent

number to make head againd the infidels. At length

day-light aj pears, and by that means affords the

knighis a d'ltincft view of the enemy and of their owu
danger. Then indeed they give over plundering.

They all endeavour to rally themlelves under the ftand-

ard of the o der ; they all cioud together as weli as

they can which however they do but in platoons,
and as the place they were in would a low theiTj.

Each knight; without waiting for hisgenerai's ordcr^s,

R 3 makes



193 Hifiory ofthe Knights (j/' ]M A 1T A .

makes ufe of thofe only which hjs courage infpires ;

the cngagment becomes general, and both armies arc

mixed together in combat. The Moors join ihemlclves

to the Turks their deliverers. Moft of the prilbners,

tiuringthis difoider and confulion, make their eicape;
fo that la Valettc, who had the charge of them, could

put no more than about 200 on board. The knights,

though divided fiom one another, and prciTed by the

iitperior number of the enemy, (till make head where -

ever they meet them. Some, fortified by tht {iiuaJon

of the pods they were in, pretend to maintain them-
ielves in their conqueft: ; others think of nothing but

getting to the fca, and retiring on board their gailies :

Amongwhom, the chev aliers Storza, and young St rozzi,

together with ieveral knights of great merit, fought to

the lait drop of their blood, raiher ihan they would

yield J and the infidels would not have had the plealure
to iee any of the knights made their j)iifbncrs, had not

they, after the battle was ended, found the chevaliers

de Chabiillan, Mai filly
and Biacamont lying in the

iicld of battle among the flain, thojgh indeed they
had only fainted away, who were afterwards ranlom-

ed.

In the mean time, whild the engagement was flill

carrying on, the prior, who was advanciijg with an-

other body towards the fca-fide, having noiice of the

danger his nephew was in, tuins back, and advances

to his relief: but he found, at his arrival, that fate

had put it out of his pov/er. 7 he natural defire of re-

venging his death, and the hopes v/hich the Turks on
'

the other fide had of defeating this fecond body, and >

thereby gaining a coinplete vidory, brings on another

engagement. Both fides return to the combat with re-

craitsd fury, and behave with inexprefTibie bravery.
The Chrift'ans and the Turks, infpired with the moft

'

obftinaie hatred agaiijft
each other, neither give nor

take quarter : they all fight and dole together ; every
one grapples with the enemy he meets, and of a gene-
ral engagement make as many particular duels as ^

there are Ibldiers in each party. J3ut at length the

Turks
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Turks finding themfelves too warmly attacked by ihe

knights, clap ipurs to their hoiies, and reiire at a dif-

tance from that tbnnidable battalion. Here they chaige
their muskets again, return in good order to lire in the

very faces of their enemy ; and the prior, who was
at the head of his troop, is diiablcd by a musket ball

that lodged in his thigh. Immediately the Turks
advance 1-brward to dilpatch him, but the

ilirviving

knights and ioldiers make a rainpait for him wiih their

bodies. The commander Copier, Tolon de St. Jaille,
and Soto-major, are killed in repulfing the intidels.

'Tis very pn)babie that they would have found it a

very difficult matter, in the condition they were in, to

reliLue the prior from the fury of the Barbarians, had it

not been for a knight of Majorca, Toreilias by name,
who being of an extraordinary ftature, andofaiur-

priling ititngih of body, took his general in his arms,
carried him fiift from the front of the battalion into ihe

cenicr, and fiom thence made his way, with Cvjual fa-

tigue and danger, through a fhov/er of musket (hot,
which was conunually levelled at him, to the lea-

fide.

Here this generous knight, loaded with a burden
that was moie honourable ihan ii was troublelome, met
vviih new dangeis The; -ea was low in this place, aud
fome banks of liand, which are very fiequenily met
with along rhii) coafl: hindered the fmallcft fhallops
from coming to the Ihore. Torciilas however goes
into the ea up to his waift, and wiih infinite difficul-

ty goes f om lock to rock, and from (helf to flicif, till

at laft he comes to deeper waier, where the long boat
of the admiral galley came to his affiflance, and took
him in together with the prior.

'Tib probable, that in any other body but that of
Malta, the retreat of a wounded general woufd have

daiOj ed the courage of the Ioldiers : but the knights,
who being all of them, if 1 may be aliov/ed the expref-
fion, born generals, and animated wiih the iame cou-

rage, weie I'ulceptible of no other paffion but that of

'joy. W hen ihe;^ touiid their general was iafe, inditfe-

rent
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rent as to their own fate, all the concern they haJ now
left was for the ftandard of the ordc-r, which the che-

valier Callieve carried, to prevent its falling into the

hands of the infidels.

The prior being fafc, they now confidered what
nieafures they (hotdd take; and ihey agreed to keep
always in a body, and make a kind of a running fijdit,

till inch time as they fliould get to the lea ildc j for

which purpofc, they begin their retreat, being pLiriii*

cd all the way by the Turks who, knowing that the

fliallops could not come near the lliore, cxpedted to

kill ail fuch as fhould lag behind, as well as thofe

who, being got to the fea, were dill within the reac'a

of their arms.

During this march, which was frequently inter-

rupted, the Chriftians, as they drew near the fea, met
wiih a rock on the poiiit of a narrow pais, which they

immediately leized upon, in oiderthat they might have

time to lake breath. They, from this place, had a full

view of the gailies and the Ihallops tiiat attended ihem:

but the bufineis was how to get to them. La Calherc,

who would have lacrificed a ihouland lives, rather than

hazard the Itandard of the order, repreicnied to the

oldeft kn'ghts, that in caie the army kept together in a

body by the lea fide, the infidels who followed clofe

at their heels, would fall upon them with moic fury
than ever ; that whillt ibme fhould be endeavouring
to (ave thcmlelves in the water, others would be en-

gaged with the enemy; and that in fuch a dilbrder and

conFufion, they would be in danger of lolingthe iland-

ard of St John; ib that in order to prevent a di. grace
of that nature, it would be proper for the knights a-

lone to flay behind to gua-d it, and make head in the

pais to Hop the impetuofity of the Turks ; during
which the wounded, and the reft of the f old iers, fhould

file ofFinicnfiuly, and get, one after another, on boaid

the gallics and vifTels of the order; and that when

they once fho.ild have got rid of that troubleibme mul-

titude, it wou d not be impoffiblc for a I'mall number

of knights, who jnoft ot ihcn^ could Iwina, to diiperfe

them-
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tliemfelves, aid by that means cfcape, one after ano-

ther, the obftinate purfuit of the infidels.

The propolal was very much approved of, efpecial-

ly by the foldiers, who were the iiril to reap the bene-
fit of it ; and la Cafllere, pointing to the longboats and

fhallops that lay at no great diftance, cried out,
" Save

"
yourielves, my friends, and provide for your own fe-

'^
curity, whilft my comrades and I continue here to

*'
flop the puriiait Of^ our enemies ; we may, perhaps,

^^ be fo fortunate as to follow at your heels ; but in
'^ cale we fliould be cut to pieces, the order will not
*^

fail to reward your fcrvices, and the liibftantial
"

proofs you have now given of your bravery." Up-
on this the foldiers marched off, and

filing, one after

another, got to the fea fide, waded into the water,
and went on board the vefFeJs that waited for them.
The rage of the Turks increafed with redoubled

fury, when they faw that part of their prey had elcaped
them

;, upon which they make a frefh charge, and en-
deavour to force the entrance of the pals.
But the knights, who weie ever intrepid, made a

formidable refiflance with their (words and pikes. The
aga attacked them in vain with his cavalry ; but not be-

ing able to make them give way, he orders his troopers
to diihiount, and advances, fabre in hand, into the pals
to force it. The Turks, with their broad fcimiters,
cut the wood of the pikes in two, break the Iwords of
the knights, and flatter themfelves with the hopes of
foon diipatchiug that fmall remnant of them, whom
they imagine to be animated only by delpair. But
thofe intrepid warriors, though mofl of them had at

iaft no weapons left but their daggers, grapple with

the-Turks, flay or wound iuch as they can lay hold

on, and make themfdvcs dreaded, and even admired

by thole Barbarians.

The aga, perfuaded that he fhould not carry his

point but by the fire of his musketeers, oiders his ca-

valry to remount on horleback. U hilft this was do-

ing, Verdalle turniPig rowaids la Calfiere, cries out to

him,
*' What arc you doing here \ Are we to wait til

" the
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*^ the infidels kill us one after another, and that th(^

*^ ftandard of the order, to our eternal reproach, fall

'^ into the hands of thofe dogs? Believe me, brother, .

*' we are hard by the lea fide, let us follow the fteps-
*^ which our illuftrioUvS general has marked out for us
*' with his blood, and endeavour, after his example,
*' to get to our gallies. The water, you know, is low,
" and we may all get thith.;rif we make ibmc fti'uggle,
*' and afterwards throw ourfelves into it ; and if there
'^ (hould happen to be, as they tell us there is, any''
'' channels amonpf the fiiclves of fand, that are deeper
** than ordinary, v/e knights that lur^'ive, will carry
**

you by turns, with the ftandard of our holy order ;

** and if any one of us can but lave it, let death come
'' afterwards whenever it (hall pleafe God."

The commander de la Caffiere, findingthat to be

the only expedient they had left, relblved to make ufe

of it ; accordingly he fet out with his little troop,

which marched a great pace, bat keeping dole toge-
ther as ufual. When they were come near the fea, the

knights (epa:rated theinielves, dlfperied in a moment,
and threw themfelves into the water in different places-

La CalTiere. fupported by Verdalle, and fome other

knights, waded into it, and with an invincible cou-

rage, holding his banner always aloft in themidftof a

ftorm of musket- (hot, made his way to the (hallops, and

was taken on board with great fhouts and acclamations :

but feveral knights, who faced about, and ftood their

ground on the iea-fide, in order to gain him time to

make his retreat, dropped, and were killed by the con-

tinual fire of the enemy.
The order lol^. moft of the knights and military

ferving brothers that were in this unfortunate expedi-

tion ; and, among the moft diftinguilhcd of that num*

ber, hiftojy has preferved us the names of D«jpuy Mon*

brun Saint Marcel, d'Avanion, de linan9on. de Bonne,

la Kochette. la Koche Montmor, de la Motie^all of them

dclcended of the principal families of the province of

Dauphinc ; St Sulpice, Puipatron, Gilbert, Brichan-

tcau,Bauvais Nungis; Hurancourt, le Plelus Richelieu,

de
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de Gordcs, knights of the language of France, were
alfo killed : that of Italy lofl: the two Valpargcs. Sfor-

za, young Strozzi, Grimaldi, and Juftiniani ; as Spain
did Berenger, Soto-major, Perez Pachieco, Montroy,
Touar, and Barientos, who met with the fame fate.

We are not to omit, that the chevalier Poglieze, of the

language of Italy, was killed by the fea fide with a
musket ball, as he was fupporting with one hand the
.ftandard of the order which la CafHere carried ; he was
a knight of fingular piety, who, by his example, and
the whole tenor of his life, made it manifeft, that a
conftant and faithful pradlice of the moft fevere virtues

is not any way inconliftent with the moli diftinguiflied
valour.

THE
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BOOK XII.

THE prior of Capua, getting his (hips together,
fet fail, and returned with the fiiattered re-

mains of his troo' s into the port of Malta*. His

wounds had weakened him (b much,
John that he was forced to be carried upon

D'Omedes. a plank to his own houfe : he was fol-

1552. lowed by the greateft part of his offi-

cers, who were hardly in a better con-;

dition than their general. But though he had loft a

confiderable number of knights, by the unavoidable

hazards of war, in this unfortunate expedition; he yet
did

•
Jacques Pozani Vicentin. v. de L. Strcazi*



John p'Omi^Des Grand Majier, 20 jT

did not lofe the glory which he had acquired on other

cccadons, nor the reputation of being a vvifj and vali-

ant ca^jtain ; both the officers and foldiers doing him

thisjuftice, that at the time he delpaired of being able

to vanquifh the vail mukitude of enemies that had fur-

prifed and furrounded him, they had never feen him

give his orders with greater temper and prefence of

mind, and, at the lame time, £ght with more intrepi-

dity and courage. Upon teftimonies fo very honour-
able, and (ealed, as it were, with his blood, he was rc-

cho/en general of the gallies. As the (ea was his ele-

ment, he had not patience to wait till his wounds
were quite clofed, but fet fail again, and /pent all the

fummer in fcouring the Mediterranean up to the very
mouth of the Nile.

He was the terror of thofe feas ; every fhip fled his

prefence, and the braved corfairs took all the care they
could to avoid him. This, however, was very often

ineffedtual, many of them being taken and made
flavcs ; whole fleets of merchants, notwithftanding
their convoys, falling into his hands. He carried his

prizes into the ports of the order, bringing thither at

the lame time, plenty, luxury, and pleafures.
Whilst they were taken up at Malta in celebrat-

ing his return with rejoicings, which always attend on

good fuccefs, there arrived news of a different nature,
ef great importance to the order, and to the Englifli

knights in particular. A
fliip of that nation, captain

Ho iiiadan commander, came into the harbour. That
efiicer had the-charadler of eavoy of the queen of Eng-
land, and in that quality was admitted to an audience
of the grand mafter, to whom he prefented a letter

from her majefty, in which flie told him, that God
fcaving placed her on the ihrone of her anceftors, flic

had relblved, for the dilcharge of her confcience,>o re-
ftore all the commandries and eftaies, which king
Henry VIII. her father, and Edward VI. her brother,
liad unjuflly taken from the order ; and flie conclud-
ed her letter with defiring him and the council to lend

immediately fome of the knights to London, with
V©L. IV. S ample



£06 Hiftory cfthe Knight t 'p/'Malt A.

ample powers, to take pofleffion of all the comman.**

dries and places that had belonged to their order.

This furprizing news occafioned great rejoicings at

Malta, efpecially among the Englilh knights, who con-
fldered that happy revolution as an earneft of the re-

cftablifhment of the true religion in their country. But
in a nation fo je lous of its liberty, fuch a reftitutioii

of church lands was not brought about without great
difficulties. For the better underftanding of To impor-
tant an affair, we muft rccolle<^ what was laid in the

tenth book, about the unreafonable motives that had

engaged Henry VIII. to ufurp the lands of the mona-
Ilejics and commandries within his dominions. And

perhaps it may not be improper, in order to the fetting
of this point of hiftory in its full light, to give here a

fhort account of the lafl: actions of that prince, and alio

of the feveral tranfadions that happened in England after

his death, during the fliort
i-cign of young Edward his

fbn, and the beginning of that ofqueen Mary, his eld-

eft daughter. Henry, finding his end drawing near,
fettled the order of fucceffion to his crown, which, by
reafon of his various marriages, had been changed (e-

veral times; he, fince his feparation from Catharine of

Arragon his firft wife, having married five other wo-

men, moft of whom he had either put to death, or rid

himfelfof them by an arbitrary divorce.

As this fucceffive polygamy might caufe difturbances

in the kingdom after his death, and occafion civil wars

between his children, the parliament, the living and

fupreme law of that nation, gave him power to fettle

the fucceflion of the crown as he fliould fee fitting.,

Henry, by virtue of this adt, had, fbme time before his

death, declared his Ton prince Edward, who was hard-'-

ly nine years and a half old, and whom he had haci

by Jane Seymour his third wife, for his fucceffor. Het

likeways, in order to fhew the world that he ftil!

maintained the invalidity of his marriage with Cathe-

rine ofArragon, declared the princefs Mary, hiseldefl?

daughter,
a baftard ; though, before his divorce, he had

acknowledged her as jprincefs of Wales, and, in that

quality,
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quality, pre/umptive heir of the crown, Princefs Eli-

zabeth, daughter to Ann Boleyn, his Iccond wife, ftic-

ceeded to this great title after her fifler, which Ihe al-

fo loft in her turn, upon her mother's execution. The

king,j their father, to gratify his third wife, had got
an adlof parliainent to pafs, by which they were both

deprived of the fucceiTion to the crown : but a few

days before his death, he reilored them to their juft

rights, and declared them his heirs, in cale prince Ed-

waid fiioiild happen to die without ilFue.

These two princelTes were as oppoGte to each

other in their charaders, as they were in the different

interefts of their birth. The eideft, broiiG;bt ud by a

Spanifli motiier, and defcendcd on her (ide ivo^xs. the

kings ofArragon and Caftiie, was naturally proud and

haughty: her education had made her a zealous Roman
catholic; fne was naturally devout, and moreover de-

voted to the holy fee, as her iniereft required, which
had interpoied its authority to legitim-ate the marriage
of the queen her mother.

As Elizabeth's pretendons were null, by the validity
of this difpenfation, fome concealed proteltants, her

mother's creatures, had brought her up in a great e-

flrangement,and kind of contempt for the power of the

fovereign pontiff. This was the moft effential part of
her religion ; in other relbech, fhe was indifferent enough
iis to tenets, of a complying ea(y temper, which could

alfdme any form fhe pleated. She was haughty or oblig-

ing, juft a 5 fuited her intercft, and, tho' fcarce thirteen

years old, fhe already dilcovered a glimpfe of that ca-

pacity, which became afterwards the admiration of dl

iiurope. The king her father unhappily ended his

days in the Ichiiin which he had occafioned, and was
no lels an enemy to the holy fee than to the proteflants;
and this prince, wlio rafhly employed himfelf in re-

forming religion, died in a milerable uncertainty of the

true one.

His death occafioned new troublcsin England. The
real catholics longed to lee an end of the fchilrnj but

they were the weaker party. A multitude of prote-

ftants^ who had hitherto been rcftrained from declar-

S 2 ing
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ing thcmfelves for fear of perfecution, threw off the

mask, and overlpread the court, the metropolis, and the

counties of the kingdom. Several bifhops alfo declar-

ed openly in favour of this new opinion; and, in order

to edablilh it on a lading foundation, they brought up
the young king in the principles of the protelbnts.
The protector, the officers of his houfhold, and his pre-

ceptors, in their diicourles with him, treated the holieil

of our myftcries as downright idolatry.
The prince breathed, as it were, nothing but an in-

fected air : they prepolft Ifed and milled his rcafon, at

an age whenhe could not judge clearly for hiinlelf : lb

that he embraced the proteflant docirine which they
were continually reprefenting tohim as more agreeable
to the goipcl; and he was (o unhappy as to perfid ia

it, with a confidence that ought tobein/pired by truth

only.
The parliament made new laws to authorife this

change : themals was abolifhed, the images removed
out of the churches, and the holy fcriptures unfaithful-

ly tranflated, and (o as to favour the prevailing opini-
ons. Divine (ervice was laid in the vulgar tongue ; the

clergy were allowed to marry ; and, what the gieedy
courtier had moft at heart, fuch church-lands as were

left, became a prey to a let of men, all whole religioa
conGfted in ruining religion itfelf.

Thus England from fchifin was plunged Into here-

ly. Such catholic bifhops as were left in the kingdom
exerted themfelves in vain, in order to infpire the people
of their dioceles with a juft horror for thefe innova-

tions. The clergy was delpiled ; the fchilin had broke

that fo necciTary union with the holy lee, the center of

religion : not but that feveral Englifli bifhops at that

time were men of learning, and unblamcable in their

lives and converfations ; but though they were againft
thefe innovations, they yet, either from the hopes they
had of being made bifbops,or to get other preferments,
had been weak enough to own the pretended fupre-

macy of Henry Vlll. : befides, Ibmc of them, in

Ipite of their convidion of miiid, had been fo weak
as
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as to write in favour of thai prince's iepararion from
the ice of Rome. In vain did they endeavour, after

his death, to ftop the progrels of the reformation :

their zcaJ was imputed to them as a crime, and cx-

pofed theai to all tJie penalties of the ads of parlia-
ment. This lerved them ahb for a pretence to itrip
them of their rich benefices : (oxa^ were deprived,
others imprilbned, and all of them expiated by a l^ng
perltxution for the fault they had committed, in having

leparated, out of complailance to^ the court, from the

unity of the church.

The young king^s death, which happened the 6th
of July, occalionednew revolutions in England. This
realm was governed at that time by the duke of Nor-

thumberland, who was regent or prime miniilcr. He
was a nobleman of valt ambition, who, in order to

place his fon upon the throne in hrs mailer's (lead, had
married him to lady Jane Grey, a daughter of the duke
of Suffolk, and defcended from Mary of England, li-

fter to Henry Vill. This nobleman, in order to bring
this young lady nearer the throne, had, a few days
before king Edward's death, pui him upon making a
will to difinherit the two princefles again, under pre-
tence that they were born of dilputed marriages. This

wi.l, in prejudice of their rights, apponited the lady
Jane Grey his /uccelfor to the crown ; and the great
leal being put to it, that young lady, by virtue of this

"Will, was proclaimed queen of t.ngland. But though
Mary was known to be a very zealous roman catholic,

yet the city of London, as well as the country, detelt-

ing afterwards this ufurpation, declared themfeivcs
with fo much warmth and zeal in her favour, that (he

became in a few days, without any batile or blood-

ihed, miftrc/sof the kingdom, and had the perfon-s x>f

her enemies in her power.
Providence having thus led her, as it were, by

the hand to the throne, (lie thought that (he could not
better (hew her gratitude than by employing her firft

cares to the
fettling of religion, and the veconciling

her doiniaions to the church of Rome. For the put-
S 3 ting
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ting of this great defign in execution, it was necefHiry
to repeal all the a(5ls of former parliaments, which had
cither confirmed the divorce of Henry VIII. the rejed-

ing the pope's lupremacy, or had, after his death, em-

ployed their authority for the eftabhlhing of the re-

formed religion.
This enterprife was attended with great difficulties;

jnofl: of the bifhops, (if intruders delerve the title) the

lords and great men of the kingdom, made an open

profefhon of the proteftant dodtrines; and fuch as were
-not infefled with thole principles adhered neverthelefs

to the leparation from the fee ofRome, and would not

hear the leaft mention of the reftoring the papal autho-

rity.
Under thefe difficulties, the queen's miniders

convinced her, that it would be impoffible for her to

fucceed in fuch a great defign, without her being fup-

ported by an husband that was a zealous roman catho-

lic, and who had power and credit to go through with

herprojefls.
There were no want of pretenders on this occafi-

on ; feveral princes and noblemen, as well Englifh as

foreigners, were of the number. IMiilip of Auilria, a

joung prince, and only fon to the emperor Charles V.

was one of the candidates; and his father's money had

gained him the intercfl: of the queen's chief minifters.

Mod of the Englifh roman catholics wiflied the queen's
choice would fall upon cardinal Pool, who was only
a deacon, or eh'c upon young Courtney her coufin.

Pool was defcended, by the mother's fide, from the

duke of Clarence, brother to Edward IV. and Court-

ney's grandmother was daughter of the fame ILdward,
and filler to the mother of Henry VIII.

The EngliHi cardinal was in great repute for his wif- •

dom, learning, capacity, and prudence, as well as for

the regularity of his life. Courtney diflinguifhed him-

felr" by the charms of his perfbn. The queen had a le-

cret inclination for that young nobleman, whoinlpired
it. without any art or defign, into thole whole hearts

were the leall fufceptible of paffion. There was Ibme*

thing ib noble in his air, and i^o wonderfully graceful
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in his carriage, that this princefs, fevere as (lie was,
could not help looking on him with a lecret plealure.
His preience alone efiaced in a moment all the politi-
cal realbnings of her minifters, who had declared in

favourof the emperor's (on; and it iscertain, thatjn the

firfl: emotions of a riling inclination, fhe woald have

preferred Courtney before either Pool with all hiswiA

dorp.f or Philip of Auftria with all his power, if that

young nobleman had not, by his own extravagance,
and the irregularity of his condudl, deftroyed rheie

favourable diipofitions. He faw the queen's weaknefs
for him, and was bold enough to fhewher that he faw

it, without making a return ; and indead of being af-

liduous in making his court to her, he palled his time
whh common (trumpets, in an eafy and fcandalous

courle of debauchery.
This dilTolute way of life was fucceeded by a pafH-

on for the princels Elilabeth ; he fell defperately in love
with her, and loved her v/ith all the tiame and iinceri-

ty of a young man in his firfl palfion. Several were
of opinion, that {he loved him j but whatever ienti-

ments that politic princels might difcover, the event
has fhewn, that they did not arife lb much from love
as from ambition, which flie artfully managed in or-

der to gain lierfelf followers and creatures. Nor is it

altogether improbable, but that a motive of vanity,
which is common enough in peribns of her age, and
the lecret pleafure of carrying off a lover from her

filler, even from the throne, might have had fome
fhare in engaging her to fhew a greater complaifauce
to the palhon of a young nobleman, whom all the
ladies of the court drove to pleale. Be that as it will,

Courtney's affc(5tionto the princefs loon became public,
and he iacriSced the queen with as much imprudence as

love. She was v/eak enough to refent this preference
with a jealouly unfuitable to her age and dignity ; and

though (he had no charms to pleale, and was above
nineteen years older than her filler, yet fhe looKed

uponCourtney's preference as an iniuflice done to hcr-
fclf.

Anthony
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Anthony de Noailles rcTided at that time et

tKe queen's court,in quality of embairador of Henry II.

and had luccet-dcd his coufin Claude de Laval de Bois-

DauphJn, of the family of Montmorency, in that em-

ployment. This minifter faw the approaches ofCourt-

ney's dilgrace, even before he himlelf had the leall no-

tion of it. He ufed all his endeavours to make him
lenlihle of his true intereft ; but he had to do vviih a

young man who wasin(enfible to every thing but what

flattered his love. The tlame and violence of his pal-

(ion hid from him the luftre of a crown j and in the

midft of-' the tranlports of his amorous phrenzy, he

would have preferred the enjoyment of the princefs

Elizabeth before all the thrones of Chriftendom.

'TwAS a matter altogether indiiferent to France,
whether the queen married either him or cardinal

Pool : Henry II. had no manner of intereft in that af-

fair, and all his concern was to oppofe her marriage
with the emperor's Ton. His embafTador v/as continual-

ly inculcating to the Englini nobility, that in cafe this

match ihould take place, their kingdom would be in

, danger of being made a province of Spain ; that the

inqujfition would be foon eftablifhed, and that their

parliaments would be quite laid aiide, or at leall meet

lels frequently, and fiiik at laft into mecr formality and

ceremony. The Englifti, and particularly the pro-

teftants, were very fenfible of all the dangers to which

they would be expoled by this alliance. They pre-
Icnted feveral addreflls and petitions to the queen on
this account ; and the oppoHtion was carried to fuch a

length, that an infurreiflion broke out in fome counties;

but the emperor's money, and the dexterity of the

queen's minifters, got the better of all thefe obftacles.

In fine, that princels was married to Philip of Auftria,

thougJi an important point was ftill wanting to com-

plete the emperor's fatisfadion. He was not faiisfied

that his Ton had married the queen, but he wanted to

have him declared king of England, and crowned as

fuch. The ceremony of it, fo elTential to the fove-

reign authority, could jiot be performed without the

conlcnt
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confent of parliament : but it was no eafy matter to

gain over fuch a body of men, who oftentimes fhcwed
more regard to the liberty and intered of the nation,
than they did deference to the authority of the fove-

reign. Thoie who had (hewn the greateft averfion to

the queen's marriage, as well asllichwho had come in-

to it out of complailance, united togetheron this occa-

iior, when they thought the liberty of their country-
was in danger. The Fienc"h erabafiador, without ftir-

ring from his own houfe, put all the various lj3rings of
this united party in mot;on,aiid at atimev/hen the court

was entirely devoted to the Spanifli interell, he found
the iecret to bring the parliament over to that of the

French: and it was owing to his a(5livity and manage-
ment, that Philip mifcarried in his defign, of getting
the regal authority into his bands, and was
forced to take up with being confort to a July 25,

queen, who was much older than himlelf, 1554.
and had nothing agreeable in her perfon.
That princefs, however, gained confiderable advan*

tages by this alliance : the emperor, a prince of for-

midable power, concerning himfelf in the queen's af«

fairs, enabled her to put all her deligns in execution ;

fo that by confent of parliament, proteftantifm was

abolifhcd, and the roman catholic worUiip reftored.

Pool afterwards reconciled the kingdom to the fee of

Rome, being authoriled for that purpofc in quality of

legate to pope Julius III. but not daring to inlift either

on the doing penance for the feparation, or the making
reftitution of the church and abbey lands, he was at

firft forced to wave all rtftiidions, and grant entire

abiblution of faults, which it would have been dan-

gerous to attempt to punifh. Haughty as the man-
ner of this (atisfadion was, they thought fit to take up
with it ; and the Englilh received the favours'of the

holy Ice, with an indifference that plainly fliewed the

^ generality of the nation did not defire them.
The project of getting the church-lands out of the

hands of the proteftants that enjoyed them, was put off

to a more favourable jundure. The queen, by Pool's

advice.
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advice, in order to let her fubje6ts an example offliclj

a rcftitution, declared, that her conlciencc would not al-

low her to keep any of them any longer in her hands; in .

Gonfequence of which, (he immediately parted with all

the church lands that the king her father had annexed

to the crown, and gave them back to the former pro-

prietors. This was the occalion of captain Hefmadan's

voyage to Malta. We may ealily conceive, that this

Y\Q\vs was very agreeable to ihe oider in general, and

to the Engllih knights in panicular. The grand ma-

iler and the council wrote about it to the queen, to

thank her for the juftice (he had done their order ;

and the commander de Moarferrat was lent into Eng-
land, to carry on this great affair in concert with the

minlftry. The order, upon his arrival, were put in

po(rc(rion of tlieireftates Vi'ithout any trouble, and the

commander, by virtue of the authority he had receiv-

ed from the grand mafter and council, and as a telU-

mony of their gratitude to the queen, conferred the

priory of St. John, and the dignity of great crois, up-
on Sir Richard Scelcy,, an Englifh gentleman, who was
one of her gieatefl: favourites, and had a condderable

(hare in this negotiation. Upon his account Ukewife,
his brother Sir James Sceley got another commandry :.

that of Munigton was given to Sir Oliver Starkey,
that they might in his perlbn do honour to polite learn-

ing, and the Iciences of which he was mafter ; and, at

the emperor's recommendation, who, ever (ince his

fon's marriage, had had a great Iway in the councils

of England, the tide of baiiiif de 1' iigle was given to

the commander Fuilei-, a native of Majorca, and

knight of the language of Arragoii, whom we had

occaCon to mention in the foregoing book, in the ac-

count we gave of the loi'y of Tripoli, and the prolecu-
tion of the commander Vallier grand-marlhal of the

order.

The grand mafler d'Omedes did not live to

c r iee this important affair entirely perfeif^-

^^}\
'

ed. He died the year before, in the begin-
^^'^^*

ing of September. He had diflinguifned

himlelf
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himfelf by his valour at the fiege of Rhodes, was religi-

ous, and affcded a great air ef regularity and devotion,

but was withal of an imperious and revengeful nature.

He was covetous, and fo bent to inrich his family, that

he almoft ruined the order by the grants he made in his

lifetime to his relations, in contempt of the laws and

ftatutes ofthe fociety. What he left behind him was

i'o very inconflderable, that leveral knights, out of in-

dignation to lee that he had alienated his principal efl

fedls, and dilpofed of them to his nephews, propofed
to have the care of his funeral left to them j but the

lords of the council rejeded this propofal as unbecom-

ing the generolity and grandeur of the order. He was

buried, as ufual, at the expence of the order, and with a

magnificence that was rather fuited to his digility thaa

liis perfbnal merit.

A few days after his deceafe the chapter met to

chufe him a fuccelTor ; and the prior of Capua feemed

to ftand faircfl: to be elefled It had for a long time

been the object of his wifiies; and, in order to carry his

point, he had gained leveral of the electors, who,
when they met in the chapter, did not fail to fet forth

his courage, his valour, his great skill in military af-

fairs and experience in command, with great clogi urns.

But Vagion, or Gagnon, the great conlervator, and
one of the principal ele<5lors, rifing up, fpoke as fol-

lows to the reft of the committee :
*'

If, fays he, in
** the choice we are obliged to make, we were only
** to chufe a great general, I don't think we could ia
"

juftice refule giving our votes forthe prior of Capua:
*^ but our prelent bufinefs is not barely to pitch upon
^' an head full of valour, but on one who may be a com-
** mon father to our whole body, one who may be
** void of allfpirit of party, who (hall be equally in-
** duftrious to procure us the favour of all the princes

"*'
ofChriftendom, and, above all thing6,to take care not

"*' to engage the order in their difputes : and this is

*' what I dare not hope from the prior of Capua. You
"** know, fays he, his padion for the liberty of his

^* country, a paifion to which Philip Strozzi his father

fell
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<t fell the fiift vi<5lim ; if we ftiould put him at our
**

head, when he ^^z^ himfelf maft'^r of our fhips and
*'

gallies, ought we not to apprehend that he will find
<* out fome pretence or other, to turn all the forces of
*' the order againft the houfe of Medicis ; and that,
'^ with a view of revenging his father s death, he will
*' fall upon their fleets, and deftroy all the coaft of
*^

Tufcany with fire and Iword \ In confequente of
*^ which, the emperor, who confiders the fortune and
^*

grandeur of Medicis as the work of his own
''

hands, will not fail to make us anfwerable for all
*^ the enrerpri/es of the grand mafter, Cofmo, too,
'* the head of that family, a prince of excellent capa-
'^

city, will eafily find out a way to revenge himlelj^
*'

and, in order to make a diverfion, will raile us up
*' enemies among the potentates of Italy his allies :

*' norisit improbable but that this new fovereign, who
*'

is looked upon to be the greateft politician of his
'*

age, and has corre/ponden:s and agents even inCon-
"

ftantinople, may bring all the forces of the grand
*'

feignior upon Malta : and if we (hould once make
'^ ourlelves

fulJ3e<51:ed
and odious to the emperor, who

*'
Is in pofFeflion of the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily,

*' from whence could we, in cale we (hould be be-
*^

fieged, expe(5 any fuccours againfl: the infidels V
This Ipcech ofthe eledlor, which love only, and a

linccre attachment to the good of the order, had infpir-

ed, made a great impredion on the reft of the commit-
tee. The commanders Pafcarore and Bernardin Par-

pai lie /poke with great force in favour of thele rcfle<5li-

ons ; and even fuch as had fecretly engaged theinlelves

to the prior of Capua and had firft declared in his fav-

our, came over to Vagion's opinion : they all exhort-

ed each other mutually, and agreed to have no regard
to any thing 'n the eleiftion they were going to make,

but the good of the order. Tiiey per-
Claupede (ifted vigoroufly in this laudable refb-

laSangle lutionj in confequence of which, brother

Claude de la Sangle, a knight of

chc language of France, and grand hofpitaller, was

unanimouHy
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urianimoufly elected their grand rmifter. They chufe
Irlm darhig his ab'eiice, and at a time when he was

adually refiding at Rome as embaftador of the order
to the pope ; which is a maniiv.^ft proof that there was
no cabal, nor any party-intereft in his eledlion, and that

the committee which made it had adted only from a

principle of juftice, and according to the -didates of
their confcienee. As ibon as the nev/s of his elecftion

came to Rome, the pope gave particular orders to the

governor of the caftle of St. Angelo, to proclaim it by
the fire of ail his artillery. A kind of public fcdival
was kept in Rome on this occafion : moft of the car-

dinals, the embaifadors, the principal prelates of the

court, and the barons of Rom.e made their vifits, and

complimented the grand mafter in form. The pope
lent his chamberlain to congratulate him on his new
dignity : and when he came to the palace to take th<?

ufual oath of obedience, his holinefs made him dine
with him in public, and paid him all the honours that
were due to his merit and dignity.
The grand mafter,as ibon as he hadpaHed throu^K

the ceremonial, and had made the vifits he was oblig-
ed to pay, prepared to let out for Malta. The gallics
of the ouier, commanded by the prior ofCapua, came
to take him on board at Terracina, when they carried
him to

Sicily, and he entered the Faro di Meffina on
the I 2th of December. Don John de Vega, viceroy
of the ilJand was waiting for hm in that

city with
great impatience. They were both of them at the
fiege and taking of Mehedia, as was obferved in the
eleventh book ; ever fince which time they had
•formed an

intitriacy, or rather a kind of correlpond-
ence between them, which was more polite than fin-
cere. The Spaniard, who made pompous demonftra-
tions as a proof ofthe fatisfa<^1ion which his promotion
gave him, dcfigned to give him public tcflimonies of
it, both at his entry into MeiTina, and daring his (lay
there. However, that he might not be fo profule of
the honours he intended to pay him, as tcr derogate in
the leaft fiom his own dignity, he anpomted ibmo of
Vol. iV. t . the
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the ableft lawyers to examine into the rights and pri-

vileges of the grand makers, and the rank that was
due to them. Oiiveti, the king's advocate at MelTina,

quoted to him, on this occafion, a pafTage from Chaf-

fane-, a famous lawyer, who in his trcatileofrZv^/^ry

cf the<vjorldf fpeaking of ecclefiaftical dignities, gives
that of grand m after the preference, befoie even

the dignity of cardinal. The viceroy, ftrengthned

by this authority, had, before the grand mafter's arriv-

al, lent an expreis to the emperor, to defire his orders

in relation to the condu6l he fhould oblerve towards

him. That prince let him know, by a nobleman of

his court, whole name was d'Acunha, that he need

not be afraid of exceeding in the honours he was to

pay to the head ofan order, which ferved as a bulwark

to his dominions in Italy. JBut as the emperor never

took one fingle ftep without (bme fecret views ofin-

tereft, he had dire<51ed his envoy to make Ibme pro-

pofals
in his name to the grand maftcr, which we

{hall have occalion to mention in the lequel of this

work.
The viceroy being thus informed of the emperor's

intentions, went up, at the head of the council, and

the body of the gentry and magidrates of the
city, to

the admiral-galley of the order, to wait on the grand
mafter on board his own fiiip; and, in order to do him

more honour at their going out of it, he would needs
' walk alone immediately before the grand mafter, as

lie would have done before his own fovercign. This

prince made his entry afterwards into Meilhia under

the fire of the artillery, and with the garrifon and

townfmen under arms : he was lodged in the fineft pa-
lace

• Crederem quod ifte magnus magif^er Rhodi pofl: papam pra;-

cedere deberet omnes patriarchas, cardinales, & aJios pontifices

ecclefiafticos ;
& cum videalur tantae efle dignitatis cujus eft pa* .

triarcha, quod poft imperatorem, 8c alios principles, habentes jura

imperii,
ut funt reges Francias & Hil'panis, quod praeccderet

omnes principes rcccgnofccntes fuperiorem, & non habentes jura

imperii, puta reges fubditos imperio, &quofcunque duces
j
habet

enim fub ie xnagnos prijicipes, & eft noaxiire hcnoratus.
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kce of the city, and was received and ferved in that

place, both at chapel and at his table, with^
the lame

honours as had been formerly paid to the antient kings

of Sicily.

The emperor's envoy, who wasentrulled with his

orders, congratulated him, in his mafter's
name,^on

his

new dignity; and in a private audience, which he had

of him a few days after, he acquainted him with his

inftruaions, and the propofals he had been ordered to

make to him. The emperor's generals,
as has been

already obierved, had, with the axfiftance of the

knights of Malta, befieged and taken the town ofMe-

hedia or Africa from Dragut the Corfair. Bat as this

conqueil lay at a great diftance from the other dosni-

nions of the emperor, and that he was obliged to be

at a vaft cxpence in maintaining a large g^rriibn
;n that

place, his deQgn was to engage the grand mafter to

tranfport the whole convent thither, and to make it

their lettled habitation. He was more in hopes that

the whole order, upon this new fettlement, would in-

tereft itfelf in the defence of the fort of Goletta. and

be a formidable fupport to his authority in thekingdom
of Tunis, which was at that time a fief of the crown of

Caftile.

The envoy, in order to bring this proje(a to bear,

had, in the audience which tlie grand mafter had grant-

ed him, afTured him, that the emperor was fenfibly

affedcd with the lofs that the order had fudained by
the taking of Tripoli by the infidels ; and that, in or-

der to repair it, he was ready to give them the ablo-

lute property of that of Mehedia ; a place, as he faid,

regularly fortified, and from whence the knights

might extend their dominion by new conquelts upon
the continent of Africa ; that as the taking

of
this^

place was owing to their valour, and that he himfelt

had had fo confiderable a fhare in it, in cafe the order

fiiould remove its refidence thi:her, he would juftiy be

looked upon as the founder of this lecond Rhodes;
and that by way of contribution to the expences necef-

iary for the defence of the place, the emperor, who
T 2 always
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always confidcred the intertfts of the order as lias

own, would afllgn
them an annual penfion of 72,000

iivres, upon the revenues of Sicily, for ever.

The grand mafter anRvered him, with great polite-

nefs, that he found on this occafion a frefhinftance of

the favours and the benevolence which his imperial

niajeily had conftantly beftowed upon the order ; but,

that he might not engage himlelf unadvifedly in the

afiair, he told him, that he had no power to accept a

propcfal of fuch conftquence, without the confent of

the council : however, that if he would go along with.

him to Malta, the affair fhould be debated there in his

prefence, when he fnouldfc-e ihe fmcere deGre he had

of obliging the emperor in all his demands.

T^iE grand mafter, attended with this embafTadcr,

and a (liong guard of Italian knights, went on board

the gallics
of the order, and, doubling eapc PafTaro,

arrived lafe in the channel of Malta, and landed in the

road of 'i>i, Paul. As he drew near the Notable city,

which was at that time the capital of that illand, they

propofed to him to enter into it : but as his election to

the grand mailerrhip gave him authority over the knights

only, it v/as necefiary for him to have a particular

grant from the complete council, before he could exr

erciie any over the inhabitants and fubjedJs of the or-

der; for which reafbn,, he put off his entry into that

city till another lime. The council foon paifed the

fi(5l3 which were neceffary for the eftablifliing of his au-

thority over- the whole iHand ; and he was in a fev/

days proclaimed prince of Malta and Goza with great

folemnity.
His fiil\ care, after he had taken poirelTion of his

dignity,
was to give audience to the emperor's embaf-

fador. This ceremony was performed in full council.

The grand maftt^r,. in order to honour the emperor in

the peribn of his minifter, advanced fome fteps to ineet

him, made him fit down by his chair, and defired

him to acquaint the houfe with the fubjeft of his com-

miffion. D'Acunha prefented his credentials, and,

after the reading thereof, he reprefented
to the council

the
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great aiFe(5tion which the emperor boi"? the order ; that

after the taking of Rhodes, when he law them aban-

doned by moll of the Chridian princes, and wandering

up and down the various provinces of Italy, he could

not help being touched with their deplorable ciicum-

(lances ; upon w-hich he generoufiy parted with the

ifles of Malta and Goza, to pratifv the kniphts : a noble

prefent, fiys he, and worthy the piety of that great

prince : that their lo(s of Ti ipoli had given him new
concern ; he therefore, out of a defire he had of re-

pairing the damage they had fuftained, had fent him on

purpole to make them an offer of the town of Africa>
or Mehedia, a place (ituated on the coaft of Barbary,

ftrongly fortiiied, and which lay very convenient for

the enlarging their conquefts on the. continent. He
went on to obferve, that as the foil of Malta was bar-

ren, and incapable of bearing corn, the order was for-

ced to be lending continually beyond fea to diftant

countries, to fetch it from thole places for their fub-

fiflence ; whereas, in the territory about Africa, they
would meet with very fruitful tracts of land, which
abounded with all kinds of corn. He concluded his dif-

courfe,\vith intreating the knights to confider, that the
ifland of Malta was in want of fortified places, and that

in cafe the grand ieignior fiiould fend a fleet and an

army to make a defcent, and lay fiege to the principal

fortrefs, as the order had reafbn to fear ; they would

certainly, in fpite of all their valour, be forced to fubmit
to the fame unhappy fate which had attended them at

Khodes.

The grnnd mafter, after thanking the emperor for

the continuation of his favours, asked the alfembly
what was their opinion of the propofal : theie, before

they came to a final determination in the afiair, re-

fbived unanimoully to fend eight old commanders to

Africa, to take a view of the lituation of the place, the

ftrength and the extent of the territory abciit it. Thefe
commiifioncrs let out immediately: and upontheirrcturn,,
reported to the council, that the place was built u])on
a neck of land that jutted out into the fea; which fur-

T 3 rounded.
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rounded k on three fides ; that it was of a large extent,
and was very confidcrable on account of the great num-
ber of hou(es init,and the ftrength of its fortifications ;

that the town andcaftle werefurrounded with very high

walls, of an extraordinary thickneis, and flanked with

towers well provided with artillery; that there was an

arlenal in it Itored with a great number of cannon ; that

nothing was wantingbut agood harbour for the fecurity
of great fliips; that the outworks o£ the place, and the

adjacent riling grounds,were beautified with an agreeable

variety ofcountry feats, orchards and vineyards, and that

all the arable ground in the territory terminated in a

mountain which crolTes it from eaft to weft, and that

behind it they had a profpei^ of vaft plains and pafturc

grounds belonging to the Arabs of the country, which

was generally covered with their flocks and herds of

cattle that were grazing there.

The commiOioners declared further, that a place of

fuch vaft extent could never be maintained without

. keeping a large garrifon conftantly in it, to defend it

a^ainft the princes and people of Africa, who would
never fulTer the order to iettle quietly fo near their do-

minions ; fo that they muft expect to be daily fighting
with the Arabs, who made incurfions up to the very

gates of the city : that in cafe of a (lege they could

have no room to hope for any fpcedy iuccour, confl-

dering its great diftance from Europe : that it was
neither agreeable to the defign of their inftitution, nor

confiilent with the good of Chriftendom, to abandon,
as it were, the lea, and the defence of all Chriftian

Ihips, to make war within land, and encroach upon
the frontiers of their neighbours ; whereas their pre-

decefTors, though much more powerful thanUiey were,
had never attempted to enlarge their territories by con-

quefts, which generally clalh with juftice ; and that

lince that of Rhodes, which they had taken from the

corfairs, the order had never employed its forces, but

for the afTiihnce of Chriftian princes, or for the fecu-

rity and defence of fuch private perlbns as frequented
the Mediterranean. This report; made by old experi-

enced
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enced officers, and knights full of the warmed zeal for
the diicipline of then* order, determhied the council to
continue at Malta. The confiderations which chiefly
prevailed upon them to take this refolution were, the
diftance of the place from Europe, the

difliculty ofthe

paffage thither, and the rekaance which the princes
and nobility of Chridendom would probably have, to
fee their children, upon their being admitted into the

order, confined, as it were, in the delerts of Africa.

Upon which, the order dilpatched two deputies to the

emperor, and prevailed with him to approve of their
condua J notwithftanding which, the viceroy of Sici-

ly ftill refented it, and, by way of revenge, prohibited
the exportation of the corn with which the convent
was ufually fupplied from that ifland. But in order to

pacify him, the grand mafter and council having advice
that its coafts were infefted by a gieat number of
corfairs, who had appeared before Palermo, fcnt five

gallies^
thither well provided, under the command of

the prior of Capua. Strozzt prepared to let fail immedi-
ately, confidering himfelf at iba as in his own clement j
but he was moreover pufhed on by another circum-
itance, which was, that he found he was looked up-on with a lels favourable eye at Malta, ever fince the
death of the conicrvator Gagnon, and the commanders
Pafcatore and Bernardin ; Parpaille, one of his princi-
pal domeftics, and who had the greatefl: fliare of his

confidence, being fufpeded of having poifoned them
ail three, out of revenge for their having thrown out
his mafter at the laft eledion. This made him depart in
a good deal of hurry.
He was fcarce arrived at Palermo when he received

private letters from Peter Strozzi his eldeft brother,
giving him advice of his being entruded with the
command of the French army in Italy, and of his being
defired by the king of France to folicit him to refume,
at the fame time, his former employment of the gene-
ral of his

gallies. He urged further, that they could
never meet with a more favourable opportunity for re-

venging their father't; death j that they might aa in

concert
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oncert by (ea and land ; for which reafon, he begged
him tofacriHce his private relcntmcnts againd the mi-

ifters of France, to the love and liberty of their coun-

try. NoiwithltAnding the dilguit which the prior had
entertained againftthe court of France, it yet was over-

ruled by the prefling inftances which his brother

made, and gave way to the violent hatred he retained

in his heart ae'ainll Collno de Medicis. ' He made no
other anfwer to his brother, than that he v/ould be

with him loon. The difficidry was to get out of the

port of Palermo without giving the viceroy any jea*

ioufy, or affording him any rea(bn to gueis at his de-

fign.
Whether it were, that the king of Spain had

been informed by his Spies, that the command of the

gaJlies of France was defigned for the prior j or that

he only furmifed, upon ieeing his brother going to

comm.and in Italy, that he would not fail to uie all his

endeavours to engage the prior on the lame fide, this

prince had /ent private orders to the viceroy of Sicily,

to keep a ftriit watch over the prior, in cafe he came

into any port of the ifland, and to ieize him upon the

leaft token he fhould difcover of any intelligence that

was between the two brothers. He was but juft ar-

rived at Palermo, when he difcovercd, (through tha

thick difguile of civilities which the viceroy affeded to

fhew him,) an air of uneafinefs, that convinced him he

was oblerved and fu(pe<51ed by him ; in (jrder therefore

to get out of hishai->ds,he fentoutone of his officers, in

whom he mofl confided, very early in the morning, in

a light brigantjne, under pretence of going to look out

along the coafls of the illand, widi ordei s to return

after he had been fome hours at lea ; and without

bringing his biigantine into the harbour, to come di-

rcflly to the viceroy's, and tell him, in his prefence,

however he might find him, that he had defcried three

Moorifh galliots
in a fafe road not far off. The prior,

after he had difmifTed the officer, w'aited upon the vi-

ceroy in his palace, where he was to dine; and before

they lat down to table, all tlie fubjed of his difcourle,

ran
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ran upon the ill offices he had received from the con-

ftiible de Montmorency, as well as of the dangerous

defigns which that French nobleman had, as he faid,

formed againll: his life, and the paflTionate delire he
. had to be revenged of him, if ever he found an oppor-

tunity : and in order to juftify his relentments, fiiewed

'.
hira fcveral letters which hehadveceived out of France,
wherein fbme of his friends, who were not let into the

. fccret of the king's intentions, gave liim advice not to

put into any port of i hat kingdom, if he were not de-

firous of being arrelled.

This ieeming confidence impofeduponthe viceroy,
V. ho gave into the fuare, and, with a view of getting
hira into the emperor his mailer's lervice, exaggerated
the ingratitude of the French ; and aiTured him, that

whenever he Ihould quit the command of thegaliies of
the order, he would find, at the court of Spain, em"

ployments worthy his birth and valour. 1 hey were
now let down at table, wheu, in the middle of the en-

tertainment, the oiTiccr whom the prior had lent to

lea, came into the room, and told him in a great

hurry, that he had difcovered fome galliots of corlairs

in a creek, and that provided he made halle, tliey

might eafily be furprilcd. Tlie prior roie up fudden-

ly with a ipecious air of fatisfadlion, and turning to the

viceroy,
^^

I'll give you a good account of them, fays" he to him, and hope to bring them into you before
*'

you rife from table."

The gallies under his com.mand being all ready, he
failed out of the harbour and put to lea, keeping off

from the coafl ; and asfoon as he v/as out of light, he

tacked about and flood for Malta, where he landed

without any obflacle. Upon his return, he refigned
the generalfliip of the gallies, which perhaps ^might
have been owing to his having been, ever fince the

death of the conlervator and the two commanders, be-

come fufpecied and odious to their relations and friends;

and the commander Parrilbt de la Vaktte was appoint-
ed to fucceed him. The prior having laid down that

employment; gave out that he would go try his fortune
in



226 H'ljl ory ofthe Knights oCyih-LT K»

in cruHing with his own two gallies, and a third which

belongQd to his brother ; and that he was refolved to

make war on his own account, upon all the corfairs he
fhould meet with. Several young knights of all nati-

ons offered themlelves to follow him, engaged to it by
his reputation ; which was 'lo great, that all young
people in general were for learning the arts of naviga-
tion under ^o excellent a captain. He received iuch as

offered them'elves on board his gallies, and immediate-

ly failed out of the port, j but when he came off of

Goza, he acquainted them with his defign, telling

them, that he was going to command the French army;
but that if any of them, from any jufl: realon, might
not think it proper to accompany him in ihnt expediti-

on, he then was ready to give them boats to cavry them
back to Malta. Some Soanifh and Italian kni^zhts left

him, as being lubjeds of the king of Spain ; the reft,

who were bound by no fuch conGdciations. relblvcd

to follow his fortune, and he never failed to find foldi-

ers, wherever there were men, whofe minds were

fufceptible of that glory which is to be acquired by
arms.

He afterwards flood away for the coafl of Tufcany,
jind landed at Portercole. The French were in pof^

feffionofir, and the duke de Somme, who commanded
for them in GrofTuto, came to join him with a body of

infantry. The gallies of Provence were ordered to the

fame place, to a6l under his command. Whilft the

prior was waiting for thcircoming up, he, in order not

to let his men lie idle, formed a defign to feize on a
fmall place in the neighbourhood called Scarlino, ly-

ing within the territory of Piombino, and would needs,
as was his uflial cuftom, go and reconnoitre it himfelf ;

but he approached fo near, that a peafant, who lay fnug.

among Ibme rufhes, knowing him by the tallnefs of his

ftature, and by the boldnefs of his coming on, fired at

him, and wounded him with a musket-ball in the fide:

he was immediately carried on board his gallies, and

the next day to Callillon de Pifcaya, where he died a

few days afterwards. He was a nobleman whom we

may
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niay juftly rank among the greatcfl: captains of his order j

and his very enemies gave out, that, had he been only
lefs haughty, he would juftly have deierved to have

been railed to that rank, which he well merited by his

uncommon valour. His great fpirit indeed would not

fuffer him to fubmit to the authoiity of men, whom he

looked upon as the mere creatures of fortune and fa-

vour. He was buried in the great church of Portercole;

and the duke of Florence recovering that place the

year following, the general of his troops had inhu-

manity enough to dig up his body and throw it into the

fea : a Icandalous kind of vengeance, that redounded
as much to the prior's glory, as to the reproach of fa

mean-Ipirited an enemy.
La Valette, the nev/ general of the gallies of

Malta, put to fea as loon as he was in poiTefTion of his

poft, and in a little time grew terrible to the corfair?

of Barbary, whom he drove away from the coafts of

Sicily and Naples, having taken feveral of them, and re-

turned into the ports of the ifland with a good num-
ber of prizes. The richeft commanders, encouraged
by this lliccefs, fitted out privateers for cruifinp, and
the private knights engaged themfclves in thefe private

armaments, according as their intereft or inclinations

led them. The continual war which the order made

upon the infidels, the frequent ravages upon their coafts,
the taking of fuch numbers of corfairs and merchant

fhips, and the fecurity which their fuccours gave to the

commerce of the chriftians, drew upon them the re-

fentment of the grand feignior; and a report was fpread
abroad, that Solyman intended to attack them in Mal-

ta, and had boafted that he would drive them out of
that ifiand, as he had done about forty years before

from that of Rhodes. But fome expeditions which he
made into Afia, and the civil wars that role up in his

lifetime between his children, diverted his arms for

fome time another way. The grand mafler, however,
in order to prevent a furprife, ordered the new general
of the gallies to put to ica again, and get up all the

corn and warlike Ilores he could meet with in the

ports
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ports of Sicily, and along the coafts of Italy : witlt

thele he filled the public magazines ; and we are alfo

told, that the general fcoured the lea up to the very
mouth of the Nile, and carried off from thence three

(hips laden with corn for Conftantiiiople and Egypt.
Whi LST the general, and other privateers,werc thus

bringing prizes and provifions into the ifland of Malta,
the grand mafter was employed in adding new fortifi-

cations to the fort of St. Elino, to the iile of St. Micha-

el, and the town, the ordinary refidence of the con-

vent. He funk and widened the ditches, and ordered

a fpur or counterfort to be raifed to (trengthen the fort

of St. Elmo ; but the greateft ex pence he was at, and

which indeed appeared the moft necefTny. was that

which was laid out upon the ifle of St. Michael. This

narrow piece of land, which rim out into the lea, was

open on all fides, and had only a little caftle for its de-

fence. The grand mafter builc thick walls about that

part of the caftle which lies over againft the rock of

Corradin, fortifying them with bulwarks, and baftions,

with proper flanks in ieveral places, and brought the

fea water into the ditch and raifed all thelc fortifica-

tions with his own money, he being a man who had

never given into any ev pence, but what contributed to

the fccurity and defence of the place. By way, there-

fore, of acknowledgement for his great difinterefted-

nefs, and for the benefits which thereby accrued lothe

order, the knights gave his name to that peninfula,

which was before called the ifle of St. Michael, but

wh'ch went ever afier by the name of the ifle dc la

Sangle.
bY his generous cares, and the valour of the knight?,

Malia grew every day more flourifhing r when, upon
the 2^d of September, this general profperity was fud-

denly inle'rupted by an unexped^ed accident. There

arole in the harbour, about feven o'clock in the even-

ing, a terrible hurricane, fuch as the Teamen call ^guft

of ixiind, or nvhirhvind^ and the modern Greeks Sy'

phon. This Ilorm, which was occafioned by the vio-

knce
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lence and fliock of feveral contrary winds that met to-

gether, /welled the waves, funk ibveral yjt'i^iAs, drove
others afliore, fliattered the brigantines and galliots to
pieces ; and, what was ftill more deplorable, turned
four galJies upfide-down, with their keels in the air, fo
that nioft of the officers, the foldiers, and the crew
were either drowned, or cruflied to pieces by the weightof the vefTels. The houies next the port were, in %
moment, Iwallowed up, together with their inhabi-
tants; the caftle of St. Angelo itlelf trembled and
fhook ; the great piece of wood, to which the ftandard
of the order was fixed, was torn up, and carried half a
mile off. The violence of the wind, the torrents of
rain that fell from the sky, and the waves of the fea
which appeared either Iwelled into mountains, or loft
in devouring gulphs, Teemed to threaten Malta with
utter deftrudion ; when, in lefsthan half an hour, this
dreadful ftorm ceafed as fuddenly as it had rilen, and
calm and fair weather appeared at once; ib that had
it not been for the difmal havock of the houfes which
v/ere blown down, and of the (hips that had loft their
mafts, and were daftied to pieces, one could

fcarcelyhave believed, that the port, which was then fo
quiet,had been, but a moment before, the theatre of fuch a

dreadful revolution.

The grand mafter no fooner heard of it but he im-
mediately repaired thither, with moft of the knights of
the convent ; and though the ftorm ftill contiuned, he
did ail that lay in his power to afllft fuch as could* not
fwim, and to take up the floating bodies of thofe who
were drowned ; but as the night was coming on, theywere obliged to wait till the next day, in order to raife

up the gallies, and fet them afloat. The return of day
light ftiewed them this difmal fpedacle in all its hol^.
ror : above fix hundred perfons, knights, oflice>s, fol-

diers, and flaves, were either drowned or cruflied to
pieces by the overturning of the gallies; and they found
in the-Ioldicr.s pockets the money which they had re-
ceived for their pay the day before. The grand ma-
fter hearing a noile that came from a galley that was
VoL.iV. U orer-
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overturned, ordered a hole to be made in it, and fomfi

planks to be taken away ; the fiift thing that appeared

was a monkey, who immediately leaped out ; then they

drew out the 'chevalier de I'Efcut, who was afterwards

io famous under the name of Romegas, and feveral

other knights^
who had been all night up to the chin

in water, tlinking to the bottom of the keel with their

hands, where they had fcarce air enough to breathe.

They were taken out of this difmal place, when they

found them pale and benumbed with cold, and rather

dead than alive, moft of them fainting away as foon as

they were expofed to the open air. All pofTible care

was^ufed for their relief; and as foon as they came to

themfelves, they went immediately to the next church

to return thanks to God for their prefervation.
The

jvrand m?.fter fet to work immediately about raifing up

and refitting the gallies ; they found that the largelt

of them was entirely ruined, and that it would be im-

poflible ever to make it fit for fervice again ; the reft

were repaired,
but at avaft expence. The treafury fur-

nifhedall the galley flaves they had; and, to make up

their complement, leveral pealants of the ifland offered

themfelves voluntarily to ferve as rowers on board :

feme Chriftlan princes,
and all the commanders who

had money and credit, exerted themfelves in a fuitable

manner to repair fo conliderable a lofs . The grand

m'after, in order to fet them an exam})lc, built a galley

at his own expence in the port of Meffina ; and the

pope, who was greatly
concerned at this teiTible dif-

after,'genc:rouf]y fupplied
it with a crew of flaves taken

out of his priibns,
and criminals who had been con-

demned by the fecular arm.

Philip II. king of Spain, confidering Malta as the

bulwark of Sicily and his Italian dominions, made the

order a prefent
of two gallies well provided. Philip

du Broc, an old knight of the language of Provence,

and prior of St. Gilles, gave the order a great galhon,
'

which the commander Pafchal du Broc, his nephew,

carried to Malta, laden with ammunition and provih-

ons with a good number of foldicrs on board, and

com-
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complctely fitted out for the fea fervice. Francis de

Lorrahi, grand prior ofFrance, arrived about the fame
time in the harbour with two gallies, who, out of zeal

for Iiis order, was come to oftcr his fervice to the grand
mafter. This young prince heightned afterwards, on
feveral occafions, the reputation of valour, which Teems

to be hereditary in his illuftrious family. The order,

by reafon of the prodigious lofs it had fuftalned, flood

in great want ofthele feveral fuccours ; and the rather,
becaufe the cor fairs of Barbary, in hopes of making
their advantage of this djfiifter, infcftcd the coalls of
the illand, and often kept the port in a manner block-

ed up. Above all, Dragut, that formidable enemy of
the order, thinking he fhoukl find their forces in dif-

order, appeared off Malta with ihwan gallics well Tup-

plied with land forces , and, putting them on fliore,

ravaged the open country, taking a great number of

prifbners ; but before he had time to reimbark, the

commander Lewis de Laftic, of the language of Au-

vergne, and grand marflial of the order, fell upon
him with a body of 300 knights, cut part of the cor-

fairs to pieces, recovered the prifoners and the booty,
and forced Dragut to make the bed of his way to his-

Clips. To revenge the infult, the prince of Lorrain

immediately put out to lea with his own gallies, and
two others belonging to the order, fcoured all the coaft

of Barbary in his turn, came up with a brigantine of

AlTanbaly's, afamous corfair, between Mika and Tri-

poli, which he took; gave chafe to Uluchialyj took
from him- a galley andgaliot ; and, before he returned

back to the harbour of Malta, made prizes of two other

vefTeis, laden with fait and various kinds of merchan-
dize.

By the valour of this prince, and the refolution of
their privateers, the order had recovered the fame

luperiority in thofe feas, which it had enjoyed before

the fury of the hurricane had been felt at Malta, when
there happened a new accident, which caufed a great

dilturbance, and gave rife to very unhappy difT^ntions

in the foclety. In order to give the reader a right
U 2 notion
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notion of this difpute, in which the pope and the great-
eft princes of Europe interefted themfelves, 'twill be

neceiFary to obferve, that upon the prior of Capua's

death, feignior Strozzi his brother had taken pofTcflioii

of his gallies as his own property, of which one in-

deed had always belonged to him ; but as he was at

the head of a land army, he could not coniinand his

gallies in perfon, and had therefore joined them to

Icme French gallies that were in the port of Civita-

Vecchia, under the command of the chevalier Sforza,

prior of Lombavdy^ and brother to the cardinal of that

name, high chamberlain to the pope. The king and
Srrozzi imagined that their gallies were verylafein that

place ; but ihe prior of Lombardy having quitted the

French iervice at that time, to enter into that of Spain,
in order to make himfelf more condderable in the new

party in which he had engaged himfelf, he took his

meaiijres io well, in concert with the higli chamberlain,
whofe dignity gave him a great authority in all the ter-

ritories of the church, that he carried off two of the

king's gallies, and brought them into the port of

Naples; and, by his follicitations, and alike adl of

treachery, one Moret de Niifard, a native of Piedmont,-
feized on one of Strozzi's gallies, and retired with it

into the harhoi'r of Villa-Franca, where the duke of

Savoy gave him his prote(ftion, and allowed him to let

up his flag.

Such a notorious robbery, in breach of his oath,

was a great bleruifli to the prior of Lombardy's ho-

nour, and raiied the anger and refentment of the pope.
Paul IV. was at that time in the papal chair, and had

the government of the church in his hands, but was

himfelf governed by one of his nephews, a knight of

Malta, whom, upon his acceflion to the popedom, he

had dign'fied with the Roman purple by the name of

cardinal CarafFa. The uncle and nephew were adlual-

ly at that very time negotiating a league with France

againft Spain; fo that beGdes the violation of ih-' fo-

vereignty of the church by this outrage, it was heir

intercft toperfuade the king that they hid no hand in

it.
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it. In order to this, they arrefted cardinal Sfor-

za, whom ihey threw iiito a loathfbme pri.on, and

threained to put him to death, in caie the French king's

gailies were not immediately ient back to ihe port,

from whence they had been carried ofFin ib ciandcft:ne

a manner. ; he prior, who knew the cardinal ne-

phew's violent temper, lent them back ima:»ediately ;

and was foiccd, in order to procure his brother's liber-

ty, to give 200;OOo crowns iccurity, that he fliould

not Itir ojt ot Rome whhout the privity of the pope.
and his nephew. Bat they fo.ind it a more difficult

maiter to get back Snozzi's galley, which Moret had

carried into the port of Villa-Franca ; for, in order

to elude the complaints and inftances of the pope, the

duke of Savoy lent it into the Levant, with his own
flag, and acomrnifTion under his great ieal. CaidinalCa-

ratfa and Sirozzi, thiiiting to take revenge for lb trea-

cherous an action, no iboner heard ofMoret's being at

fea but they lent another galley after him, under ihe

command of a French captain, called Fouroux, an ex-

cellent lea officer, devoted to the family of Strozzi , re-

commending to him at the i'ame time, to employ cun-

ning as well as valour, in order to recover the giiley
out of his hands. FourouK, the better to conceal the

defign of his voyage, went firft to Malta, where he ob-

tained the grand maker's leave to go a cruiling in con-

ceit with his gailies, and under the flag of the order ;

upon which he failed out of the harbour, in company
with the admiral galley, and had not been long at lea,
before he met the galley he was in cjueft of Moret,
who commanded her, taking the galley where Fou-
roux was on board for the admiral oF the order, la-

luted her, got into his long boat, and went on board her,
in order to talk with the general : but how great was his

furprite, when he found himielf in the power of one of
Strozzi's officers ! He v/as immediately arrefted and

put in irons ; and Fouroux afterwards com-

ing up wiih his galley, as if he had brought
^^ '*

back the captain, the officers and Ibldiers, not mirtruft-

ing any thing, fulFcred him to approach •,
^o that he

U 3 entered
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entered the galley, and mide himfelfmafter of it, before

they were 'io much as lenfible that they had received
their eaemy on board.

The general of the gallies of Malta, highly incenf-

cd to fee the flag of the order made ufe of to furprilethc

galleyof a Chriitian prince, threatned to fight Fouroux,
in cafe he did not releafe her immediately, and (et Mo-
j-et at liberty : but Fouroux (hewing him pofitive or-

ders for that purpofe t>om the king, and an exprefs
commifHon from the pope, the firft luperior of the or-

der, he did not think fit to take upon him to determinc^

fb critical an affair ; but having made Fouroux agree
to follow him with his prize toMaha, they came afew

days after before the port. The French captain im-

mediately fent his commiflions to the grand prior of

France, and drew up a memorial, in which he gave
him a particular account of the trick that Moret had

played feignior Strozzi. The prince of Lorrain, having
laid them before the grand mailer, obtained leave for

Fouroux to enter the harbour with his own galley and
his prize. Thefe two gallies being entered into the

port, captain Moret applied himielf to the knights of

Savoy and Piedmont, making bitter complaints that

the flag of the order had been made ufe of to furprife

a galley which belonged to their fovereign, and tliat

only out of refentment at his alliance with Spain. The/e

knights immediately prefented a petition to the council

in his name, and the viceroy of Sicily ufed all his cre-

dit to fupport it. They likeways procured fome mer-

chants of Ragufa, and ofthe ifle of Scio, to demand the

cargo found on board Moret's galley, as being their

property ; and the officers of the treafury put in their

claim for the galley, as being part of the prior of Ca-

pua's pcrfonal eflate, to which the order had a right to

lucceed. Thefe different interefts and pretenfions
caufed grievous diviHons in the convent, every one

fiding with his own language and liation. The coun-

cil, whofe views and adlions ever tended to the com-
mon good of the order, could not help blaming the

grand mafler for having fuffered the two gallies in dif-

putc
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pute to enter the harbour without their
privity ; a,

Itep that had involved them in a troublelbme affah-, the

decifion of which they could have wifhed had been

wholly left to the princes whom it concerned. How-
ever, as there was no recalling what had palFed, and
that the two captains had each of them a ftrong party
^n JMalta, the council appointed comrniilioners to exa-

mine into tiie claims and preteniions of both. Moret

complained of his having been impofed upon, by the

confidence which he had repofed in the galHes of the

order ; and that that which belonged to the prince his

mailer had been taken from him by treachery and fur-

prize : he therefore demanded that it Ihould be reftor-

cd to him, employing at the fame time the mofi: pref-

fing inftances. Fouroux, not owning the authority of
the council, gave himfelf no trouble about his defence;
fo that he only produced his comraiilions, and faid,

that what he had done was in obedience to the pope's
orders, in execution of which, he had retaken a gal-

ley that belonged to his holinefs, and which had been

fcandaloufly carried off by Moret in the fight of all

Italy ; and that in cafe the order did not think fit to

punifh that robber, the pope knew how to do him-
lelf juftice, even upon thoie, who, out of politic

confiderations, andinoppofition to the obedince which
they owed him, fliould refufe to take notice of lb fla-

grant a robbery.
It appearing upon proof, that the galley in dilpute

had been carried off out of the pope's harbours, the
council ordered Moret, who had managed that afl^air

to be arreted, but left Fouroux only in the cuflody of
the grand prior ; who, upon his giving his parole, an-
fwered ix;adily for keeping him. The grand mafter

immediately dii'patclied an embaffador to the pope, to
receive his orders in relation to this diipute ; and
wrote at the fame time to the king of Spain, and his
minifters in Italy, to acquaint them aUb with it. The
pope and the king of France demanded by concert, that
Fouroux fhould be fentto them with his prize, and the
robber be delivered iato their hands, to be punifhed by

martial
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martial law. There was no dilputing the pope's ik^"

thoriiy; they were forced to obey, and icnd back the

galley to the port of Civha-Vecchia, and the cargo was
reilored to the owners. As for Moret, they kept hiin

for ibme time in priibn j but at laft, out of regard to

the king of Spain, they let hiin make his etcape, which
the council was glad to connive at ; and the duke of
Medina Celi, ihea viceroy of Sicily, lent a brigantine

upon the coall to take him on board. The council

cxa^nincd wimdlcs about his elcape, and lent an ac-

count of it to the pope, who, after the reilitution

of his galley, leem^d to be well enough iatiilied.

Notwithstanding that this affair had been ma-

naged and terminated with great prudence, neverthe-

leis the divilion it occalioned in the conven:, and the

reproaches which dropj^ed froin the council wiih re-

gard to the grand mailer's cond.d in it, gave him ib

ienfible a concern, [hat it ihrew hi.n into a fit of lick-

neis, followed by a lanauHhing date of

AuguftiS. health and joon after by a death truly

15 5 7. Chriilian. He would not diipole of any of
his efTciJls, though he had obtained leave

to do fo from a geneial chapter ; and, notwithftand-

ing the great fums he had laid ojt in fonifying the

ifle of Malta, he neveithelels left upwards of lixty
thoufand crowns behind him The council could not

but admiie a ipirit i'o nobly dillnrerelled ; and, tolliew

their ieiiie of it,lent twelve ihoulimdiivresinto France,
to augiiient the portion of madamoiielle de Mon^-Cha-
nar his niece. They founded, puriuant to the intention

of the dccea'ed, a mals forever in the chapel of the

caftle of ot. Angelo , and laid out part of the money
in ornainems for the church of the convent, ofcrimibn
velvet embroidered with gold, on which they put the

grand maif-r de la Sangle's arms, as a monument
both of his piety, and of the gratitude of the order.

There was no great difficulty in the choice of a

fucctlTor 3 the bailitf of Lions, nephew to the marHial

Vallier, had indeed feme votes at
fiift; notwilhdand-
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ing that he v/as abfent j but no fooner had
one of the eleftors propofed the command- John
cr DE LA Valette, but all the votes de la
united in his favour. This nobleman had Valette.
never left Malta fince the time of his re- Augufl: 21,

ception into the order, and had gradually 1557.
filled up all the oiBces of it ; he had been a

foldier, a captain, a general, an able politician, firm

in his refblutions, and as much efteemed among the

knights as formidable to the infidels. The order, un-
der his aclminiflration, recovered its antient authority,
which had been much impaired in fome provinces of

Germany, and in the territories of the republic of
Venice.

Ever fincc the time that the HulTites had ruined
moft of the commanderies of Bohemia, the common
treafury of the order could never draw any thing from
that kingdom, and the adjoining provinces. They
had been engaged in continual wars either in Hungary,
or in the hereditary dominions of the houfeof Auftria j

which following ciofe upon the infiirreflions railed by
the Huffites, had interrupted the payment of the re*

fponfions, which the knights of that country were ob-

liged to (end either to Rhodes or Malta ; and the priors
of thofe large provinces had afTumed to themfelves a

right of nomination to the commandries that fell va-
cant within their relpc(5live priories. The grand ma-
imer, unable to fufFer abufes which he faw vveie grow-
ing up into culloms, and, which would in time plead
a right of prefcription, wrote about it in the lirongeft
terms to thole provinces ; and, in order to put an end
to them the more effedually, he applied himlelf to the

emperor, and to Ferdinand king of the Romans his

brother. Theie princes, who knew what an excellent
ule the order made of its revenues, lignified to -the feve-
ral priors and commanders whole commandries lay
within their terriioiies, that ic was iheir intention, ihey
fhouldgive entire (atisfaaion to the grand mafter. The
German knights met in a chapter, and immediately
di/patcbed away Wenceflas de Hcirc-Afferaburg, prior

of
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of Bohemia i Sigifinund Romer, commander of Miel-

perg J and Henry de Rietchenau, commander of

Eliugna, as their deputies to Malta j who, in the name
of all the knights of their language, took the oath of
obedience to the grand mafter ; promi/cd to pay their

refponfions, and the taxes which fhould be laid upon
their provinces by general chapters; and, by an inftru-

mcnt in form, in the name of all the priors of Ger--

niany, made a folemn rcnimciation of all manner of

right to dilpofe of the commandries within their re-

fpeclive piiorics, one only excepted, which, accord-

ing to the general cuftomof the whole order, they had.

aprivilege of conferring once in five years.
The Venetian commanders, by virtue of the pro-

tection which the fenate gave them, were for follow-

ing the example of the Germans, in getting themfelves
cxcufed from paying their relponHons, under pretence
that they ferved their country againft the Turks. But
as thefe kinds of contributions were employed only in

armaments agaiuft the infidels, the grand mafter repre-
fented the duty they owed, and their primary obliga-
tions, in 'lq clear a light, and demanded their obedience
with fo much refolution and authority, that they all

fubmitted to his orders, and a little after fent their re-

fponfions to Malta, as did likewife the Germans ;

both of v/hich were ever afterwards regulaily paid.
x^FTER this regulation, which related to the pro- .

vinces, and as it were the out parts of the convent, the

grand mafter undertook an affair, which once had made

agreatnoi/e at Malta, and indeed over all Europe; but*

which,like the greateftevents,now grown fo out of date
that it was talked of no more. The marfhal de Valli-

er, governor of Tripoli, whom the grand mafter d'O-
medes had proiecuted with fo much vigour, was ftill

living ; and this old commander, whom before that

unhappy affair, moft of the knights intended to have
cholen for their grand mafter, was then pining away
in obfcurity, but which fuited his misfortunes. 'Tis

indeed true, the grand mafter de la Sangle had fet him
at

liberty ; but various confiderations, and the tender-

Befs.
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iiefs and ivgard which he thought himfelf obliged to

fhevv to the memory and friends of d'Oraedes, had
hindered him from reftoring him to his honours.

But the grand mafter de la Valette, being naturally
more intrepid, and thoroughly perfuaded of the mar-

fhal's merit and good conduct, thought it his duty to

do him juftice ; and, after having taken an exaft review

of the proceedings agalnft him, and made an impartial

enquiry into the merits of the cafe, he cleared him of

the unjuft accufations which his enemies had brought
to blacken him, conferring upon him at the fame time,

the title of grand bailiff of Lango, as an atteftation,

and the leal of his innocence. He did not flop here ;

but that he might revenge him, and the whole order,

for the infults and ill treatment they had met with

from the infidels at the taking of Tripoli, he entered

nito a projedl, which John de laCreda,duke of Medina-

Celi, viceroy of Sicily, had propofed to him for the

recovery of that place.
Dragut was at that time In polTefRon of it. This

famous corfair, not fucceeding in his views of obtaining
from the Sultan the title of baiha, and the poft of
lord high admiral of his empire, a dignity which had
been conferred on Barbarofifa, had refigned the fangiac-

fhip of Santa Maura ; and, under pretence of zeal for

mafi:er*s (ervice, and of defending the coafts of Africa

againft the incurfions of the knights of Malta, had con-

tented himfelf with the title of governor of Tripoli :

but as the place lay at a vaft diftance from the portc, it

was in reality a kind of little principality, which he

governed with an authority that was in a manner ab-

iblutc, altho' he, in order to continue himfelf the be-

nefit of the grand feignior's protedion, affeded to

fhew himfelf entirely fubfervient to all his orders.

This corfair, ever Cnce his fettlement in Tripoli,
had wholly employed himfelf in repairing its walls and
'in fortifying them with ramparts, defigning to make it

hjs place of arms, and the feat of his dominion. He had

iaken care to ftrengthen the fortifications with feveral

ballions, and with all the works which the ground
would
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would admit of, or that art had invented at that time.

Nor was the caftle lefs ftrongly fortified ; and notwith-

ftanding that its fituation was not very advantageous,

he, by his continual pains, and a prodigious expence,
had made it one of the ftrongcfl: fortrefles of Africa.

The entrance of the port was fecured by great towers,
and well provided with artillery, fo that it ferved for a

fecure retreat to the vefTels ofDragut, and other coriairs

who cruized under the grand leignior's flag ; and 'twas

from hence that all thole infidel rovers failed, who in-

fefted the coafts of Sicily and Naples, and infulted even

thofe of Spain.
The new viceroy of Sicily, in order to fignalize

hisaceeflion to that dignity, formed a fcheme for befieg-

ing Tripoli ; and, the better to carry his point, he en-

deavoured to engage the grand mailer in it: nor did he

find it a difficult matter, to bring him into a defign
which was calculated to deftroy that ncft of pirates.

They, by concert, wrote to Philip II. king of Spain,

upon this fub'iedl ; who, tho' he was not a very war-

like prince, yet, as the fecurity of his coafts, and the

tranquility of his fubjedls were concerned in ir, and that

moreover he wasapprehenfiveleftDragut fhould attempt
to reduce .Goletta, approved a proje<5l which came re-

commended by the grand mafter's approbation ; of

whofe valour and capacity he was highly (enfible, and

whole knights were to (hare in the expence and the

dangers of the enterprile.

Philip fent orders to the duke ofScfTa, governor
of the Milancle; to the duke of Alcala.who command-

ed in the kingdom of Naples j and to John

1559. Andrew Doria, general of his gallies, to join
their forces, and tranlport them to Sicily. The

general command of the army was given to the duke

of Medina-Celi, with exprels inftruiflions to follow the

grand mafter's advice in the whole condu<Jl of this en-

tepiize.
But as the three noblemen above mentioned,

by their diftance from court, had taken upon themlelves

to obey no farther than they thought proper, and be-

irig jealous
withal of the authority which the king their

maftcr
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niafter had vefled in the viceroy of
Sicily, they found

out various pretences to retard the execution of his or-
ders J fo that Philip was at laft forced to fend the com-
mander de Guimerans, an old knight who chanced to
be at his court, into Italy, in order to haften the march
of thele Icvcial bodies of troops, and to lead them to

Sicily.
The grand mafler, feeing it very late in the year,

was for putting off the enterprize to the ne^it
fj.ring,

and wrote to the viceroy to that purpo/e ; but as that
robleman was afraid left the king fhould change his

mind, or that fome court-cabal fiiould fupplant him in
a commiiTion, which he fancied would afford him an
opportunity of ac4uiring no little fliare of glory, he
made all the haftc he could to fet out ; when appoint-
ing the general rendezvous of the fleet in the ifland of
Mall a, he, notwithftanding the rigour of the feaion,
came thither about the middle of December, where he
was received with all the honours due to his

dignity,and the potent monarch he repreien ed. The tmopshe had brought with him were put into good quarter?;
and the grand mafter reviewed in his prefence thole he*

defigned for the expedition :

they confifted of four
hundred knights of the order, and fifteen hundred men
in their fervice, bcfides volunteers. The chevalier de
Urre de Teffieres, a great captaiii, and at that time ge-
neral of the gallies was made their commander in chief;
^nd the grand mafter and council repoled fb muchcon-
iidcnceii. his valour and experience, that they left hini
the choice of his lieutenant, and the officer he fliould
fubftiture in his place, either to command the land-for-
ces, in cafe he Ihould think fit to keep always at fea •

or to ^^^ on board the gallics, in ca;e he fhould take
npon h m elf the command of the troops v/hich were
to form the liege. ^

The viceroy thanked the grand mafter for this

Itrong leiniorcement, and was
particularly overjoyed

atthehght of ihai bodyof bravemen,beingnoJel^ than
four hundred, wi.o were to go on board all of them
antient knights, ihac had grown old in the fe-vjce
Vol. IV, X Kor
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Nor was he lefs edified with the charitable care,

which the other knights afterwards took of his officers

and foldiers that fell ill ; for during the two months

that thele foreign troops continued in the ifland, their

fick were looked after, and attended with pious zeal,

from which the order has never once deviated ever fmce

its foundation.

In fine, the Milanefe and Neapolitan troops arriving

at Malta in the beginning of February, feveral councils

of war were held, in order to confider upon the opera-

tions of the campaign. The fiege of Tripoli was, as

we have faid, the principal defign of this armament ;

but as the viceroy had been informed of the new forti-

fications which had been made to the place, and parti-

cularly that Dragut, a formidable commander, had

thrown himlelf into it with all his bed troops, and a

prodigious quantity
of ammunition and provifions, the

dangers of the enterprizc, and the uncertainty of the

fupcefs, enervated his courage ; and as he was a much

better courtier than a general, he propofed the conqueft

of theifle of Gelves, where he was in hopes of acquir-

ing glory unattended with danger.

The grand mafter readily agreed, that they indeed

would meet with no great difficulties in reducing a

fmall ifland, which was open on all fides, and which had

no fortrefs in it,
but one fingle caftle that was but

poorly fortified ; but he alfo reprefented at the fame

time, that what rendered it fo exceeding weak, and made

the conqueft
of it fo very eafy, would likewife make it

impradicable for them to keep it, and thereby put the

infidels, as foon as the fleet ffiould be retired, upon

making an attempt to recover it j that the open coun-

try was peopled
with Moors or Arabs, who would not

fail to lay ambufcades in the forefts of palm-trees, and

hinder them in that dry country, from fetching water

out of fome wells which had been dug in the ifland ;

that moreover there was fomereafon to fear left the grand

feipnior*s fleet, with which they were thrcatned, ffiould

come upon them, whilft they were in the midft of the

cnterprize, and fink their gallics
: whercis, if they
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could but reduce Tripoli j they jfhould belecure in that

port, and the banks of fand and fiats, which lay along

the coaft thereabouts, would be of uie to them againft

the great vefTels ofthe Turkifh navy.
The -viceroy, who thought his honour obligedhlm

"

to adhere to his opinion, would not hearken to the(s

realbns which were brought againft it, but (till main-

tained that he would reduce the iiland before fuchtiiTie

as the grand feignior could be able tofitout a flecJt, and

fend it to lea ; and that, in order to lecure their con-

qutft, they had nothing to do but to fortify the caiHis-'^

with four baftions, which would put both it and the

whole iilcUid in a iufticient fiate of defence. The
members of the council of war were divided between

thefe two opponte opinions ; but as the grea'ced part of

the officers had their dependence on the viceroy, very
few durft declare themfelves of afentiment contrary to

his. T\\Q. grand mafter urged to him, that he, by

changing the projeiSt and plan of the campaign, was

going to a6t direclly contrary to the intentions of the

king his mafter, and the inftructions which had been

given him
;

but all in vain ; la Cerda was obdlnatc,
and adhered firmly to his opinion. La Valctte, who
forefaw the ill conlequences which they might juflly

expefl from this enterprize, to'd him plainly, that he

might, if he pleated, employ his mailer's tvoops as he

thought proper j but that in cale he laid afide the fiiii'

projed, which had been approved of by the king of

Spain, and communicated to the council of the order,
he would not luffer a knight to llir out of the ifjand.

The viceroy was vexed to find the grand mafter fo re-

folute J but not being able to purfue his defigns with-

out his reinforcement, he feemed to come over to his

lentiments, and pretended to apply himielf entirely to

the firft projedV. Ail the- talk wa^i now of the^fiege of

Tiipoli ; but as the grand mafter dilcovered, that he
had ftill'lbme doubt of ihelincerity ofhis inteniions,the

viceroy, in order to remove his Ililpicions, fwore in a

folemn manner, by the life of the king his Ibvereign,
aiid by.the- head,of,GaftiondelaCerdahis ibji, a young

'

X 2 ^Mouie-
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nobleman, whom he had brought along with him, that

he would fail diredly for Tripoli, which he promiled
to invert. This however wasthefarthedofFhis thoughts;,
but he refolved to conceal his realdefign, till Tuch time

as he fhouid be out at lea, where he would have the

fole dirtr(5\lon of the army, and, in conlequence of that,
fteer which way he fiiould judge proper.
The imbarkation was made upon the ti-nth of Fe-

bruary ; the grand mafter put, over and above the

troops of the order, two hundred Maltele pioneers on

board, to icrve at the fiege of Tripoli. The chevaliers

Plotte and de la Koche had the charge of the artillery
that was to be put on fliore ; and the hofpital for the

lick and wounded officers and (bldiers, was committed
to the care of thecommander Garcia dcContreras, with
Ibme other knights for his afhftints. The Chrillian

fleet (leered away for the coaft of Africa, and arrived

at Seches de Qjerquene. The ifle of Gelves had been

always (ubjedl to its own princes ; but Diagut, ever

(ince his being fettled in Tripoli under the grand feig-

Jiior's authority, had made thofe petty fovereigns tri-

butary to the poj-te. The corlair, as foon as he had

advice cf the viceroy's being off the ifland with his

fleet, failed thither with two gallics, and put into the

channel ofCantara, of which mention has been already
made in the eleventh book. The Chriftian genera), Ipy-

ing thefe twogallies, detached a greater number to take

them; but the commodoreof the Chrifliangallies, (being

two merchant-fhips comingfrom Alexandria, bore down

upon them and took them, a thii ft after booty making
him neglect the purfuit of Dragut's two gallies. VVhilft

he was bu'y in plundering thele veflcls, Dragut with

his gallies, got out of the channel, and difpatched one

of them, commanded by the corfair Uluchiali, to give

advice to the porte, that a ftrong fleet, compofed of

the fquadrons
of the king of Spain, and the knights of

Malta, was ravaging the coaftof Barbary, andthreatned

to lay fiege to Tripoli. By the fame expreis he deflr-

ed that fuccours might be immediately fent him ; dur-

ing vyhich^ he, after having left orders for the defence
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of the ifle of Gelves, returned with as much diligence

us he had come, and fiiut up himfelf in 1 ripoli. Soly-

man, as loon as he received the news, fent (bidt or-

ders to all the ports of the Archipelago, to fit out im-

inediately all luch Ihips and gallics,
as were in a con-

dition to be put to lea : Cara Muftapha, his high ad-

miral, who was to command the fleet, took the fame

care in the port of Conftantinople.
In the mean time, the viceroy was forced to land

fevcral times to take in frcfli water, and never made a

delcent but he found the people of Gelves ready to op-

pofe him. Theie, indeed, hated the Turks in their

hearts, and were very iineafy under their yoke ; but

this hatred gave way totherefentment which they con-

ceived at the feizureof the merchant (hips which be-

longed to them. Full of rage on that occafion, they
fell upon the viceroy's detachments, and, in the skir-

miflies between them, Alvarez de Sande, one of the

principal officers of the army, was wounded, and the

Chriltians were forced to reimbark with the lofs of two

hundred men, and five captains of foot. The fleet

put to fea again, and made towards Tripoli, but flop-

ped at the tlati ofPalo, ib called by reafon of ieveral

currents, which ibmetimes leave that part of the lea

dry. The viceroy came to an anchor near thele cur-

rents, in expedation of the coming up of part of his

troops, which could not let out from Malta with the

body of the army : he landed Ibme men on the neigh-

bouring coaft, to dig wells in Ieveral places. The
water they met with here being clear and agreeeble to

tafte, they carried a great quantity of it on board the

fleet; both officers and Ibldiers drinking of it with

greedinefs : but experience loon fhcwed them its ill

effects ;
mod of thofe who drank of it falling ill,

and a great number of them died; among whom were

Ieveral of the mod conflderable knights of the order.

Their fleet was at the fame time attacked with a furi-

ous ftorm, and the admiral galley of Sicily, Itriking

againft the gallion of Malta, was (battered to pieces,

and funk to the bottom. Thefe accidents; which arc

X 3 com-
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common enough at fea, were only as fo many preludes
to a more deplorable misfortune.

The viceroy, when the weather grew calm, pro*

pofed, in a council of war, the quitting of that itation.

The commander de Telfiercs, purl'uant to his inltrudi^

ons, propoled to him the going firft to Linguir, an

healthy place, where there was good anchorage, and
which lay very convenient for their pafllige

to Tripoli ;

he reprefented furriier, that they, by taicingthat place,
and particularly by being matters of the port, would

thereby fecure the fleet not oiily againft ftorms,
but alfo againft the armada, which they (aid was com-

ing from Conftantinople ; not to mention that the

^doors and inhabitants of the country would declare

themfelves againft the Turks with more confidence,
when they fhould fee the Chriltians mafters of that

place; and that after the reducing of Iripoli, that of
Geives would coft them but a vilit.

But the viceroy, v/ho was in no ways fond of dif-

ficult enterprites, rejedled the motion, under pretence
that the winds were contrary. The officers who com-

poied the council, being his dependants, durft not ap-

pear to be of a different opinion. Hereupon they rc-

tJrned to Geives on the ieventh of March ; from
whence the general of the Maltele gallies difpatched a

frigate to the grand mafter, to give him an account of
all that had pafled ; informing him at the (ame time,

that the viceroy had not courage enough to advance to

Tripoli.
The Chriftians landed in theifland without the Icaft

oppofitlon, not a (ingle Tvloor offering to difpute their

defcent ; upon wh*ich,they advanced up into the coun-

try, to a place where there were ibme wells of frerti

water, but they were filled up ; when opening them,

though vviih a great deal of difficulty, they found the

water had a very bitter tafte, occaiioned by the great

quantity of aloes-leave* which the peopleof Geives had

thrown into them. The Chriftian army encamped in

this place i during which, (bme deputies, or rather fpies,

from the cheick; or ioidof the iiland, arrived ; who
demand-
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dtfinanded an interview wiih the viceroy, unjer pre-
tence oF complaining of war having been made upon
them without any occafion given on their part, or any
declaration of it on his. They propoied in his name,
that the army fhould quit the ifland, and that a con-
ference fliould be held at la Rochette ;. where, they
faid, the Chriftians would find plenty of good water.
The viceroy, without either diredly accepting, or en-

tirely rejedting this proposal, told thcm^ that he was

ready enough tp enter into a conference with their ma-
tter, but that it miifl be at the foot of the caftie,
whither he was going to fet out immediately. Thelc

deputies, havingby this means an opportunity of ob-

lerving his forces, made their report ofrhem according-
ly to the cheick ; who, finding it impoffible for him to
hold out jb weak a place againft a body of troops, con-
fiderable for their number as well as their experi-
ence, was diipoled to capitulate. But his principal of-

ficers, and the young men, called out aloud for an

engagement ; and whether it were that he had a mind
to try the fate of a battle before he came to a

treaty ;

or that, perhaps, not haling the inhabitants
entirely at

hi« command, he was not ibrry that ibme lofs and dif-

appointment fiioald make them more tra(^able for the
future : be that as it will, he gave them a permiflion to
dowhatit wasnot in his pov/er to hinder. TheBarbaii-
ans now fally out in a rage; and, thinking to lurprilethe
Chriftians, advancewiih more impetuofity than order to-
wards the camp. They failed however in their attempt,
the viceroy having had notice fiom two Chriftian

flaves,who had made their eicape,that he fhould be attack-
ed the next day. He did not think properto wait for
the coming up oth's enemies j but, immediately march-

ing his troops, he advanced in good order to meet them.
The kn'ghts of Malta, with two companies "^of Ger-
mans, were in the van ; the main battle was compof-
ed of 000 ItalianF and Sicilians, and ihe rear of ^000
Spaiiiai ds. 1 his was the oider the little army obierv-
cd in its match ; when the people of Gelves, to the

number
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number of about 2000, (allied out from behind an hill

that covered them ; and, rufliing on with their ufual

Ihouts, attacked the vanguard ivvord in hand. But as

they had neither horie, nor arquetvufiers, the knights,
with one iingle fire of their muskets, killed a great
number of them, and foon put all this multitude of

peafants to flight. Upon this the Cheick, in order to

prevent his own ruin, and the ravage of the ifland, en-

tered into a treaty with the viceroy ; delivered up to

him the kevs of the caitle, acknowledged the kin" of

Spain for his Ibvereign, and engaged to pay him tri-

bute. La Cerda, all in raptures at his fuccels, fell in-

to extraordinary tranlports of joy. He boafted of his

being the firft general of his nation, w ho had made any

conquell to enlarge the king his mafter's dominions,
fince his accelTion to the crown of Spain ; and, in order

to preierve fuch a monument of his valour, he relblved

to build a fort there, in order to curbthe fickle and mu-
tinous temper of the Moors. This fortrels, according
to the plan he drew of it, was to be compoled of four

baftions i Andrew Gonzaga undertook the building of

that which looked towards the eaft, as the knights of

Malta did that which was of the oppodte fide, and

which lay towards the weft ; the viceroy employed
the Sicilian troops on that which lay ibuthward ; and

John Andrew Doria, general of the gallies, let his crew

to work on the laft, which lay between that of the

knights of Malta, and that of the viceroy. The fide

which ran fromtheweft northward, was defended by
the lea j and a thick wall, with good ramparts, was

to enclofe that fide which ran from the north eaft-

ward.
The knights, who had brought 200 pioneers, made

a confiderable progrefs in their work; but it went on

heavily in other places, through the grcedinefs of the

foldicrs, who, meeting with great plenty of wool and

oil in the ifland, ftole oft' froin their work to run it pri-

vately on fliipboard, being much more plealcd with

this employment than the laborious one of carrying
earth and materials for the fort. Befldes, both the

army
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army and the fleet began to be again infcfted with dip

tempers, occalioned by the excefTive heats of the cli"

mate, by the noxious qualities of the air, by the bit-

ternels of the water, and particularly by their feeding
on a kind of long-tailed mutton, which proved very
unwhollbme. This threw John Andrew Doria into a

fit of ficknefs, and proved the death ofQiiirico Spino-

la, and leveral knights ; and fo great a number of

the men were affli<5ted with fuch a variety of diftera*

pers, that the commander de TcfTieres, general of the

gallies of the order, was obliged to give the grand
mafter advice of their condition, and to defire his or-

ders how to ad. The grand mafter was greatly troubl-

ed at the ill news; and, as a long experience had made
him well acquainted with the country, and the fcas

about it, he Jaw with infinite concern, that in cale the

viceroy fhould make onger ftay in the iiland, he would

probably be llirpri.ed by the Tinkifh fleet. He wrote

Teflieres word, that he was entirely againft the build-

ing a fort in fuch a barren place, which lay out of the

way of all fuccours, and which, moreover, was with-

out water, or any harbour for veflTcls to put into. At
the fame time he difpatched a knight to the king of

Spain, to acquaint him of the danger to which the

viceroy expoled his army by his too long ftay in the

ifland. He gave ihe like notice to la Cerda, by an

cxprelis which he fent to Africa, fending orders at the

fame time to the commander de Teflieres, that in cafe

the viceroy ftiould be relblved to carry on his work,
alid ftay in fuch a dangerous poft, he then had no more

to do but to take his leave, and return immediately
to Malta, where his troops would be more ferviceable,

in cafe the Turks fliould think fit to make a diverfion,

and attack the ifles of the order. A few days after-

wards he difpatched a iecond exprefs with advice, that

he had juft received an account of the grand (eignior's

having lent away forty gallies to relieve Tripoli, which

he imagined was befieged ; that this iquadron was to

be reinforced by twenty fliips of the corlairs, and, at its

coming off the coaft of Barbary, was alio to be joined

by
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by twenty-two others, under the command of Dragut ;

and that there was a body of frefh troops on board the

fleetj which, upon the jun6tion of thele feveral
fcjua-

drons, would be much Ibperior to that of the Chrifti-

ans, whole foldiers, being mod on them in a fickly

condition, would, for that reafon, fall an eafy prey to

their enemies.
• Th£ commander dc Teffieres, and John Andrew

Doria, laboured ftrenuoufly to engage the viceroy to

quit his deiign for ibme time of bLvilding a fort, ad-

viGiig him to embark all his troops, and advance to

meet the fquadron of ConlUntinople in the Archipela-

go, and give the Turks battle before they fhould be

joined by the galiies of the corfairs ; at the fame time^

rspreieiiting to him, that they, after having defeated

the grand leignior's fleet, might return into Barbary,
and lay fiege to Tripoli, the reducing of which place

would fecure that of the ifle of Gelves. But the vice-

roy was fo prepolTeiled by the pafTion he had to finifh

his work, and to leave a fortreis of his own name in

Africa, that he was degf to all remonftrances on this

fubjed, and imagined tliat their advice proceeded only-

from a fecret jeaioufy of his glory ; lb that it was im*-

po.Tiblefor them to get the better of his obftinacy. The
commander de Tellieres feeing his ruin unavoidable,

andmoft of the knights, foldiers and leamen, in a dying

condition, took leave of him, and fet iail with his.

troops, in order to return home. He lofl: in his paf*

fage nine knights more, who died of (icknels ; and he.

himfelf expired a few days after his arrival; The great-

eft part of his foldiers, mariners and flaves, were fwept.

away by the mortality ; inibmuch, that thofe galiies.

were not, for a long time after, in a condition to. put

to fea»

The grand mafter, having always the fafcty of the

Chriftian fleet at heart, fent three other gallics
to Afri- \

ca^ to fupply their places, with- a reinforcement of

frefli troops on board, and manned with a new crew

of flaves. The chevalier de Maldonat was to com^

raaudat fea; and the commander dcGnimeran was ge^
nerai
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ncral of the land forces. This fmall reinforcement ar-

rived at Gelves on the 27th of April, at the very time

that two brigantines arrived from the viceroy of Na-

ples's lieutenant ; who, fearing left the Turks fhouid

make a defcent in that kingdom, had lent them into

Africa, to bring back the old Spanifh foldiers, whom
he thought necefTary for the defence of the country^

Upon the loth of May, there arrived another brigan-
tine from Malta, having the chevalier Hugh de Copo-
nes on board, whom the grand mafter had fent to Do-

ria, with advice that the Turkiih fleet, con-

fifting of eighty-five gallies, bad appeared 1560.
off the coaft of Goza the 7th of that month.

Doria, who was lick, lent his letters to the viceroy,

acquainting him at the fame time, that in cafe he did

not immediately put his troops on board in the night
time, and before day-break, it would be impoffiblefor
him to efcape the formidable power of the Turks. But

nothing could remove the viceroy's infatuation; who,
though he had no longer room to doubt of the arrival

of the Ottoman fleet, ftili flattered himlelf that the ad-

miral would go firft to Tripoli to confer with Dragut,
and that he, during that interval, would have time

enough to embark his troops and artillery.
Fatal was

the event of this unfeafonable obftinacy, the enemy's
fleet appearing at day-break, under the command of
Cara Muftapha ; Piali bafha, the grand leignior"'s fa-

vourite, being general of the land forces. When Do-
ria faw this fleet bearing down upon him in good or-

der, he cried out;
*' Well! the obftinacy ofone man

'* has ruined us all : but neverthelefs, we ftiall have
*^ this iatisfadion, that we fliall not be vanquiflied
'^ without having forcfeen our defeat."

The fight of the Turkifli armada threw theChrifti-

an fleet into a terrible confternation and dil'order. The
mortality had Iwept away fuch a number of the leamen

and fbldiers, that the gallies were not half manned ;

and in this confufion no body confulted any thing but

his fears : they did not oflTer at an engagement, and

«v^ry captain made the beft of his way to get out of
the
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the readi of the artiUery of the enemy. The Turks
took twenty gallies, and fourteen great (hips, with their

crew, and all they had on board ; fome other Chrifti-

an ^allies were detained for want of water, among the

banks of fand, which they called /?/ SecheSy or th^

Flatts : thefe the infidels (manning their boats with

foldierj>) feized on without refiilance. The command-
er de Maldonat feeing all the fleet routed and difperfed,
and his own three gallies purfued by the enemies, be-

haved himielf like a man of bravery and judgment ;

and being as excellent a pilot, as he was a brave offi-

cer, he worked hisvelTcls with fo inuch art, and with

fo many feints, that, making as if he would run a-

ground, he at laft doubled the cape of Sphax, when

tacking about to the right, he ftood out to fea, and

got fafe to Malta.

Th E Turks, feeing no enemy left to difpute the vic-

tory with them, celebrated it with a dilcharge of all

their artillery, and other public demonflrations of joy;

refoivinfr to land their troO[)S the next day, to feize up-
on the ifland, and make flaves of all fuch Chriftians as

fhould be left upon it. Whilft all the men on board

their fleer were celebrating their coni^uefts with fhouts

and acclamarions, the viceroy, overwhelmed with

trouble for his defeat, and afhamed and confounded at

his not having followed Doria s advice, refolved to ap-

ply to him in this e.itremity ; and coming to his bed

fide, where he lay fick,
"

Doria, fays he, you who
** are the only perfon that has judged wifely on this
*'

occafion, what would you advife me to do \ Sir,
"

replies Doria, as you are general of the land for-
"

ces, *t's your buGnels to take llich meafures, as yon
**

fhall think mofl cond cive for their fafety. As for
" our unhappy fleet, I have taken a refolution to be
"

put on board a I'ght brigantine this very night, when
"

I will endeavour to get in the dark through the ene-
*' mies fleet ; and if I fuccecd in my attempt, will ral-
''

ly together as many ofour icattered vefTelsas I (hall
** nx^et
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" meet with, when I will fail for Mcflina, and there
^' wait for orders from court."

The viceroy told him that he Would go along with

him, and abandon himlelf entirely to his condu(n:
; and

though there remained (lill near 5000 men in the fort,
and other parts of the ifland, he yet chole to delert

them, and
fly, to furvive his

dilgrace, rather than bury
bimfelf bravely in the ruins of the fortrefs. He left

Alvarez de Sande, an excellent officer, who had gain-
ed great reputation in the wars of Piedmont, to com-
mand them, after which he went on board, together
with ibme general officers. By Doria's skill and

dexterity, he got clear of the Turkiffi vcMs, and,
touching at Malta, went from thence into Sicily, there
to conceal his defeat and misfortunes : but thofeef the

Chriftians, who were left behind in the ifland did not
end with the rout of the fleet ; for the Turks landing
their troops and

artillery, laid
fiege to the fort, which

they battered with 18 pieces of cannon. Had thcfe
been the only enemies whom de Sande had to oppofe,
his cafe would not have been fo defperate ; but he,
during three months that he fuftained the fiege with
invincible courage, had not only men to fight with
but alio famine, thirft, and, as it were, all the elements!
All the water in their ciflierns was fpent, and there
was no wood left in the fortreis to drels their vicluals.
The greated part of the foldiers, chufing rather to de-
fert than die with thirft, delivered themfelves up to the
enemy. De Sande feeing his own cannon difmounted,
and the fortifications of the place beaten down by that
of the Turks ; and, moreover, finding himfelfdcftitute
both of wood and water, and the ibldiers he had left

fick, emaciated and in a
languifliing condition, rcfolv-

ed to make a gallant fally, and either open himfelf a

pafTage, or die honourably fword in hand. Then re-

prefenting to his men that their fafety depended on
their courage, he put himfelf at their head, and (allied
out at a time when he thought to furpriie the infidels ;

but the Turks having been informed of his defign byibme
deferters, were ready to receive him, fo that he

Vol. IV. Y was
'
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"Was fcarce out of the fort, when he was furrouncled

on al] fides, and overpowered by different bodies of

troops, who fell upon him. He had not even the Ca.'

tisfadion oF dying in the field, but was taken by the in-

fidels, and lent to the gallies with the reft of his officers

and Ibldiers. The baflia hereupon took poifcflion of

the place, but ordered all the fortifications to be demo-

lifhed, for fear left the Chriftians ftiould recover it af-

ter his departure ; after which, he let out on his return

to Conftantinopie, covered with glory, and leading an

infinite number of prifbners, together with theChrifti-

an gallies, in triumph. Near fourteen thoufand men

periihed in this unhappy expedition ; who were either

deftroyed by the fword, or by ficknefs, or elfe carried

away intoflavery. The Spaniards alone loft 28 gallies

and 14 fhips of burden, bcfidcs thofe of the pope, and

two which belonged to Coimo duke of Florence. Pe-

ter Machiavel, who commanded them, laved two o-

ther gallies at firft ; but meeting afterwards with thir-

teen Algerine gallies, near the Ifle of Giglio, they
weie forced to run upon the rocks that lye off of the

ifland of Corfica. The officers and Ibldiers however

(aved thcmfelves affiore; but the infidels ieizedthc hulls

of the gallics, and fet the crew of flaves, who were all

Mahometans, at liberty.

*Tw AS about this time that Cofmo duke of Florence,
in order to iecure himlelf for the future againft their

incurfions, formed a body of ieamen ; and the better to

engage the officers of it in his intereft, inftituted an or-

der of knighthood, which ierved afterwards as a nur-

fery foi* the knights of Malta. This new order was

dedicated to pope St. Stephen, whofc feaft is kept on

the iecond of Auguft, a day that was propitious to this

prince, and on which his generals had a little before

defeated the exiles of Florence, at the battle ofMarci-

ano. Cofmo fettled the great convent of the order at

Pifa, which he endowed with great revenues, and drew

up the laws and ftatutes of it himfelf : and, as it might
be of a dangerous confequence, in a new government,
to leave a body of gentry under any other authority

than
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than hjs own, he made himfelf the head and grand
raafter of it ; and the princes his fons, who were three

in number, were the firit knights of the order. Fran-

cis, whom he defigned for his fuccefTor, and whom he

afterwards ient to tlie court of Spain ; John, who was

hardly fjxteen years of age, when he was made a cai'-

dinal ; and Garfia, the youilgeft: of the three, who was
a prince of a lavage temper. The two laft had, from
a

fpirit of
jealoLify and emulation, whicli began from

their cradle, entertained a violent hatred againO: one

another, that they could never be prevailed upon to

Jay afide, and which broke out at this time in a very
> fatal manner. Whilft CoIitjo, attended with all his

family, in order to fettle his new body of knights,
was vifiting the ports and maritime places of his do-

minions, thele two young princes, quarrelling at a par-

ty of hunting, which they had made in the forefts near

GrofTetto, ftole off, by concert, from their attendants,
and retired into the middle of a wood, where they

fought, when Garfia killed the cardinal with a dag-
ger. This being done, he comes up to the reft of the

company, and with a very unconcerned air, and as if

he had only loll his way, asks what was become of
his brother. As that young prince did not appear,
and the night was drawing on, his officers difpened
themfelves different ways to look for him ; and he
who was particulary entrufted with the care of him,
after having traverfed all the foreft, found him at laft

lying dead upon the ground, and weltring in his gore;
upon which he ran with all imagii:able fpeed to ac-

quaintCofmo with the difmal news. Colmoimmediately
fulpedted the per/on that had given the deadly blow ;

yet, notwithftanding his being in the higheft tranf-

ports of grief, he ftill had command enough over himr
lelf to diifemble it, ordering the ofScer to "keep it a

iccret, and when it was dark, to wrap his lbn'.s body
in a carpet, and to bring it iqto his clolet unleen to

any one.

No fooner were his orders executed, but he fent for

Garfia, and ftiutting his clolet door, asked him what
Y 2 waa
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was become of his brother. The young prhice, whh
an afTurance very uncommon at his age, anfwered him

Tery gravely, that he had lofl: fight of himin the chacc,
in his eager piirfuit of the ftag. Coimo then ordered

him to lit't up tlie carpet which covered the cardinal's

body, from vvhofe wounds the blood was dill gufliing
out in great abundance. At this fad Ipedaclc, the duke,
ho longer able to ftifle his grief and refentment, cried

out in a rage,
" Thou wretch, fee there the blood

'^ of thy brother, that cries to heaven for vengeance
*'

againfl thee! Have I given life to a parricide, who,
"

by the murder of his brother, has opened to himfelf
*' a way to alfaflinate his father alfb ?" Garfia, in a

fright, threvv himlelf at his fleet, confeifed his guilt ;

and; to leffen the horror of his crime, alledgcd, that

his brother had attacked him lirft, and that he had

been forced to kill him in his own defence. But Cof-

mo rejedting this poor excufe, and giving him a furious

look,
''

I mud, fays he, myfelf revenge the death of
*' the innocent by the deftrudion of the guilty, and
*'

you muft give back your life to him who gave it

"
you." As he was fpeaking theie words, he Ihatch-

cd from him the dagger, with which he had killed

his brother, and dabbed him to the heart. They
were both buried afterwards in a very private man-
ner ; and, in order to conceal fo dilmal a cataftrophe
from the world, it was given out, that they died at a

country-houie of a contagious didemper, which at that

time raged in Tufcany. Their obfequies were after-

wards celebrated with great pomp in the cathedral

church at Florence ; and in the funeral oration, which

was made on that occafion, the orator, by Cofmo's

order, affedted to expatiate chiefly on the prailes of

Garfia, purpolely to take away all fufpicion ofthe mur-

der. 'Tis in this manner that Monfieur de Thou has

related this tragical event in the 33 d book of his hido-

ry ; though it is pretended that this fadl is not menti-

oned in his fird edition, but that it has been fince in-

ferted by the publi fliers of the later editions. Eleono-

ra of Toledo; mother to the young princes, from whom
they
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they could not conceal the ciicumftances of their death,
died of grief; but Colmo, withobrt (inking under the

weight of his misfortunes, endeavoured to divert the

thought ofthem by a dole application to the affairs of

government. His great bufinels at this time was to put
his new order on a iiourifhing footing ; and in order

to make this badge of diitinclion a means of uniiing
the principal families of Florence in the intereft of his

houle, this able prince, one of the greateft politicians
of his age, obtained leave from poj)e Pius IV. to di4'-

penfe his new knights from the obligati^on of celibacy,
which was oblerved in the order of Malta ; and even

fuch as had been twice married had the favour of be-

ing admitted into it. He gave them likeways the pri-

vilege, in default of legitimate ilTue, of bequeathing
their eftates to their baltards, upon condition, howe-

ver, that they fhould leave the fourth part thereof to

the order. His intereft did not allow him to conform
in all thele points, to the rigour and feveriiy of the fta-

tutes obierved by the knights of Malta ; and he only
exhorted thole of Sr. Stephen, to imitate them at leaft

in the valour and zeal which they had (hewed for fo

many ages againd the Turks and infidels.

'TwAS with this view, and for the perfecfting them
in military discipline, that he ordered the commodores
of his gallies, whenever they (liouldmeetthofe of Malta,
to join and keep company with them, and fall by con
cert upon all iuch coriiiirs as they Ihould meet with.
Purluant to theie orders, Baccio Martelli knight of St.

Stephen, be
iijg at feawith four Florentine gallies under

his cominand, and meeting olf of Cape Lupo with Vin-
cent de Gonzaga, prior of Barietto, general of the gal-
lies of the order, who had (even under him, (aluied him
fiift, and went on board, defuing leave to follow him :

he readily obtained his re^jueft ; and, during^ all the
time they were out a cruifmg, was exadt in oblerving
the orders which he gave afterwards to his iiibaltern

officers. The general, with this reinforcement of
four gallies, finding himfelf at the head of a fquadron
cf eleven gallies, all well provided, fcoured the Le-

Y 3 vant
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ant over, refcued a great number of velT^ls that were
chaced by the iufiJcls, took, fevcral corfah-s; and, when
the campaign was over, he parted with the Florentines

off of Corfu, and returned into the port of Maha ;

vhere, agreeable to the fpirit of the order, he wa<? wel-

comed Willi greater congratulations for the Chriftian

elTcls ht had defended and refcued, than for thole

which he had taken from the infidels.

This was the reafon why the gallies of the order

were alraoft continually at lea. The grand mafter

built likeways two new ones at his own expence, and
his example was daily followed by the richeft com-
manders ; they always employing themfelves generouf-

ly, according to their feveral abilities, in fitting out

diiferent fquadrons ; fo that the order had never been
fo powerful at fea as at that time. But nothing ftruck

the infidels with greater terror, than that thele iqua-
drons were commanded by knights of great experi-

ence, who were grown old in the (ervice, and who
were moft of them qualified to command confiderable

fieets : fuch were the commander Gozon de Melac,

general of the gallies of the order ; the commander dc

Guimeran, whom the king of Spain had defired of the
'

grand mafter to command thofe of Sicily ; the com-
manders deGiou and d'Elbeines, and the chevaliers dc

Thiange and la Motte, all excellent feamen, and of

great reputation for their valour and experience. But

among thefe (everal ofHcers, there was not any one

who took lb many prizes, and lb confiderable at the

iame time, as the commander de Romegas, a knight
who had followed cruifing from his youth. No body
was fo well acquainted as he himlelf, with all the

coafls, the ports, and even the fmalleft creeks and bays
in the Mediteranean ; he was brave and intrepid,
was fearlefs of danger, and would never fufFer any of-

ficers or foldiers to be aboard him, that had not as

much courage and relblution as himfelf. The life

%vhich he had chiefly f^^ent at /ea, had given hiin a (a-

vage look, and he v/as accufed of treating his pri.bncrs

vvith cruelty i but he pretended that he had a(ftcd ib on-

ly
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ly by way of reprilal, and in order to force the cor-

fairs to treat the Chriftian Haves with more humanity.
This apology, however, did not entirely remove the

fufp'icion the world had entertained, viz. that he, in

ufing thefe repril'als
in that manner, had not comaiic-

ted any great violence upon his naiure ; and that his

temper, which was naiurally cruel and violent, had

perhaps contributed as mach to it as his politics.

Be that as it will, he, at this time, metoifofthe
coaft of Sicily, with a large galiot, under the com-

mand of a famous corfair, Yl'uf Conciny by name, a

Calabrian renegado ; a man, who was the tyrant, or

rather the executioner of the Chriftian flaves. Of thefe

he had 2CO in his Ihip, together with 250 foldiers

on board. They were pretty near equal in ftrength,
and the corfair did not decline the combat; the two gal-

lies bore down upon one another, and, after firing rheir

broad-fides, came to a dole engagement. The fight

was maintained a long time with equal advantage, lb

that there was no diftinguifliing which fide would be

victorious : when at lati, Romegas, enraged at luch

a long refiftance, put hipifelfat the head of his braved

officers, leaped into the galiot fword in hand, and for-

ced the bend or wale of it. The cor(air received him
with the lame couiage, and killed two knights with
his own hand : happening to fall, by a blow which he

received, upon one of the rowers benches, the flaves,

to revenge the ill treatment they had received from

him, no Iboner (aw Romegas mafter of the velTcl, but

they handed the corlair from one to another without

his oppofingit. Every one of them gave him a blow;
fome were lb furious with revenge, that they tore him
with their teeth ; there was not one but would have a

piece of him, fo that before he was got to the lafh

bench, there was fcarce the leaft bit of him left. A
renegado of Melazzo in Sicily did 1 ot meet with a

better treatment ; under him, leveral corfairs had fur-

prized and plundered that little place, carried off fe.

veral inhabitants of both (exes ; and, to add la/civiouil

nefs to robbery, an infamous wretch, one Marabout
had
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had ravi{hed fome young Chiiftian virgins ; of which,
the gallies of Malta, in conjundl'on with thoie of Si-

cily, having advice, they purfued after the pirates, but

eould iiot come up with them. After this attempt,
the fquadrons feparated ; and the Malteie gallies being

lighter than the Sicilian, and their crews frefhcr, came

up wiih the principal galley of the corfairs, which had

the booty and Haves on board. As a fingle galley,
which flioLild pretend to refill a whole lljuad; on, would

probably only expole it/elf to be lunk, the infidels

Ifruck immediately. The prior of Barlctto, who com-
manded on this occafton, let the ChrilVian Haves at li-

berty, put fourfcore Turks to the oar in their (lead,

and brought back toMelazzo the men and women who
had been carried oif^from tlience. The people, after

having made him iheir acknowledgments in their way
by great (houts and rejoicings, dedred him to de-

liver up into their hands the renegado their country-

man, who had guided the coriairs, and that iniblent

fellow Marabout, who had abufed their daughters.
The prior accordingly gave up the two villians, and

the mob in a rage did juftice upon them with their

own hands, and tore them to pieces in a moment. Ko-

megas, who was then at fea, gave more favourable

treatment to a gallion which he met near the ifland of

Scarpento, an ifland lying between thofe ofCandia and

Rhodes. This gallion came from Satalia, and was
commanded by Kais Seid Mahomet Ugly, an officer of

courage,and who had a great number of brave old foldi-

ers on board. Romegashad at that time but two gallies,

"which belonged to the grand mailer ; and the cheva-

lier de la Motte commanded the Itifer. This knight,
"whofe vefTel was the lighter of the two, began the en-

gagement ; Romegas coming up, and drawing near

the gallion, furveyed it carefully, and feeing it well

provided with artillery, and the deck covered with

musketeers, he plainly perceived, that in cafe he did

not change the manner of the attack, it would be im-

poffible for ten fuch gallies as thole which he com-

manded, to take that (lately veflcl; which was fo high,
that
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that it looked like a floating caftle in comparifon of

the galiies. But as the knights never regarded the

number and forces of their enemies; and as Romegas's

temper was fuch, that he had rather die than that any

bodyfliould be able to reproach him juftly with having

quitted an enterprjze he had once engaged in, he reiolved

to cannonade this great carrack at a diltance. Happily
a calm fucceeded, which hindered it from making any

way ; and the two galiies, advancing near the gallion

by the help of their oars, poured a broad-fide into it,

and made off; andtlien charging again, returned with

tlie fame agility to fire another. Romegas taking his

advantage of the calm, continued this way of fighting

fo long, that the gallion after having loft abundance of

men by his guns and musquetry, was forced to ftrike.

The kniahts boarding it, found it was laden with rich

merchandize : but they had Icarce taken polieUion or

it when it funk, having received fome fhot in its upper
works ; and all that they could do was to fave the men,

among whom was a vcnerble old man, (eventy-eight

years of age, who was fangiac of Grand Cairo; and-

near 6co perlbns, Turks, Moors, and Negroes, who^
like him, were all bound for Conftantinople.
Whilst the knights of Malta were continually ex-

pofing their lives againft the infidels, the reman catho-

lic church aflembled in a general council at Trent,

where its prelates exerted all their zeal and learning to

oppole the innovations of the proteftants. The grand
mafter was alfo invited tnither, as well as the other

fovereigns of Chriftendom. This prince, and the coun-

cil of Malta, deputed the chevaliers do Viliegagnon,
and Royas de Portalrouge, to go thither in quality of

embaffadors of the order. The former could not

attend, by reafbn of his great age, and a levere fit

of ficknefs that leized him ; lo that Royas went
thither alone, who, before he could be admitted, had

great difficulties to furmount, from the oppofition of

the body of bifliops, who reprelented, that it was not

jufl, that a private religious, who was but deputy to a

Ibciety of lay brothers, fhould have his ieat among the

cmbaf-
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embafTidors, and as fuch, take place of the bifhops.
The affair however was made up, and it was agreed,
that the embaffador of Maha fhould be placed among
the other embalfadors of the Chriftiari princes, without

prejudice however to the protefts of the epifcopal or-

der : in confequence of wliich regulation, Royas was
admitted in the congregation that was held on the 7th
of September A. D. 1563. He began his fpeech by an

apology for the grand mader and council, for their not

having (ent embafTadors fooner to the holy f/nod ; the

reafon of which, he faid, was, that the illand and
channel of xVI alt a were continually infcftedby corfairs,

who (eemed to be in expedation of the grand ieignior's

fleet, in order to attempt an entiie conqued of the ifl-

and. He next took notice of the original of the order,

which, as he faid, had been founded forty years before

the firft crulade. He next let forth the heroick exploits
of their anceftors, faying, that if they did not equal
them at that time, it was owing to the proteftants hav-

ing fcized on Ibme of their commandries ; as well as

to the roman catholic prelates and princes, who, con-

trary to the ufage and privileges of the order, often got
the pope to bellow the richeft priories and commands •

ries upon thera. He entreated the fathers, in the name
of the whole order, to confider its antiquity, its nobili-

ry, and the (ervicesit had done toChriftendom, during
a leries of fo many ages, to order the commandries

which had been ufurped to bereftored, and to provide

by a decree, that they (hould not for the future be ever

enjoyed by any body but the knights, according to

their leniority ; defiling thera at the fame time, to

pals a folemn confirmation of all the privileges that

had been granted to the order ever fince its foundati-

on.

The proflor anfwered in general terms, and, in the

name of the council, told him., that the fathers allow-

ed his excufe for the order, for its having been 'io long
in lending its embaffadors j and that they would

»ot be wanting in the prelervaiion of the commandries

and
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and the privileges of the order, that was fo ufeful to

the church.

The embairador prefented fbme memorials to the

legates of the council, relating to the confirmation of

the immunities of the order ; and particularly to get a

decree, to difqualify all perfons, of what dignity foe-

ver, from enjoying any priories and commandries, till

after their having made the three vows of their inftitu-

tion, in the order of St. John of Jerufalem. The le-

gates durft not propofe fucii a decree in the congregati-

on, till (uch time as they had firft conlulted the pope
about it, and were acquainted with his intentions. Ac-

cordingly, they wrote to him upon that fubje<5l ; but

Pius IV. who then fat in the papal chair, and who was

very vigilant to let nothing pafs in the council that

might limit his authority, was not ignorant that (evei-al

of his predeceffors had claimed a right of collating to

the priories and commandries which fell vacant at the

court of Rome, or within their territories ; though in-

deed feveral other popes had made contrary declarati-

ons in favour of the order. He therefore wrote back
to his legates, that the decree for which the grand ma-
iler was folliciting, did not concern the council, and
that it was no body's buiinefs, but his, to make fuch a

regulation, when he fhould judge proper ; and after

the breaking up of the council,which had always given
him a great deal of uneafinefs, he entirely forgot the

knights of Malta, and the continual fervices they were

doing the Chriftian world, particularly to the people
who inhabited the coafts of Sicily, Naples, Italy, and

Spain, the laft efpecially, who, fince the conclufion

of the council, had been put in a ftate of lecurity, by
the fhare the order had in the taking of Gomera deVe-

lez, a place fituated on the coaft of Barbary, and not

above forty leagues diftant from Spain.
This harbour indeed was not capable of holding

great (hips, but it conftantly (ent out a number of fufts

and galiots ; and whenever they fitted out more confi-

derable fquadrons, the king of Fez, their neighbour,
farniihed them with foldiers, drawn chiefly out of the

moun-
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mountainous country adjoining ; all of them bold fel-

lows, and fearlefs of danger, when booty was the prize.
About a mile from this town lay Pignon de Velez, in

a little ifle, or rather a rock, to which there is no going
up, but by a way hewn in the rock itlelf ; which is

divided from the continent by nothing but a very nar-

row channel, that ferves for a kind of port to it, and
which can hold no more than ten or twelve little ve{^

fels at mod. This fort was a great fecurity to the cor-

lairs, who, whenever they were purfued, ufed to re-

tire thither, as the cannon of the place kept their

enemies at a diftance. The king of Spain had made an

unfuccclsful attempt upon it the year before ; but re-

fuming the fame defign this year, he alTcmbled all his

naval forces t after which he wrote in very prefling
terms to the grand mafter, and to feveral princes of

Italy his allies, defiring them to join their gallies with

his. With thefe feveral iquadrons he made up a ftrong

fleet, the command of which he gave to Don Garfia

de Toledo, viceroy ofCatalonia, who had the dire<5li-

on of the enterprife. This general let fail from the

port of Malaga on the lOth of Auguft, with a favour-

able wind, and, arriving in two days on the coaft of

Barbary, landed his troops and artillery without any

oppofition. The van-guard was compofed of Spanifh

troops and the knights of Malta ; the Portugueze and

Italians made the main body ; and the Germans were

put in the rear. The Chriftian army marching in good
order, advanced up to the town of Gomera, which

was not above fix: miles from the place of their land-

ing. The Chriftian general, in order to cut off all

communication between this town and the garrifbn of

Pignon, and to prevent their receiving any fuccours

from thence, rcfolved to begin his enterprife with the

liege of that place. Gomera, like moft of the inland

towns of Barbary, was without any fortifications, and

lay between two hills. The inhabitants had abandon-

ed it upon the approach of the Chrlftians, and were

fled with what they could carry off into the faftnelles

of the mountains. Garlia taking advantage of their

con-
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confternation, feized upon the town ; and fortifying
his camp with lines and good redoubts, he railed a

battery of fixgreai cannon upon an adjacent hill, which

played upon the fort for a whole day together ; at the

lame time that the gallies of Malta, and a great galli-
on battered it fb furioufly from the (ea,that a large pan-
nel of the wall, and part of the tower, or plat-form,
were demoiifhed. The governor in a fright, feeing
no fuccours appear, refolved to abandon the place, and

fly away with his family, and his moft conliderable cf-

fedls. He had a little skiff or boat to carry thrm,
which was hid at the foot of the rock ; but fearing \e\k

the garrifon fhould either ftop liim, or offer to follow

him, he told them that he was going to raiie the moun-
taineers, that he would put himfelf at their head, and
would either lofe his life in the attempt, or force the

Chriilians to raife the fiege, meantime the garrifon,
which confided only of thirty men, feeing no effeft of
liis promi/es, and not troubling themfelves about de-

fending a place, which had been deferted by its go-
vernor, confulted only their own fafcty. Such foldi-

ers as could Iwim got to (hore at as great a diftance as

poflible from the Chi iflian camp ; and fuch as could
not opened the gates, and furrendered up the fort.

Thus a place, which was looked upon as impregnable,
and which the year before had held out again ft all the

forces of Spain, was taken in a few days ; this vidory
was as much owing to the cowardice of the govern-
or, as to the valour and capacity of the Chridlan gene-
ral.

The noife of this conquefl: gave a terrible alarm to

all the corlairs oflhrbary, who carried the news to

CoiiQantinopIe, where they romplained about it to

Solyman; to whom they reprefented, that as the Spa-
niards were mafteis of Goletia. Pignon dcLVclez, and
Tunis, they kept all the coaft of Barbary, as it were,
in chains. Solyman fignificd to them, that he would
break ihcm in a little time ; and, as they infomed him
that the Maltefe gallics had greatly contributed to the

reducingof the place^he refolved, in order to leciire the

Vol. IV. Z
liberty
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liberty of Barbary, to begin by the conquefl of the i{Ic

-of Malta ;
and from that time,wlthout communicating liis

defign to any body but his minilters, he made prepar-
ations with all poflible fecrecy, for the fitting out of a

ftrong naval force ; the efl'eds of which were felt

hi the following year. Another fine prize, which
the knights took a little after, railed the grand feignior^s

refentnient to the highcft pitch, and made him more

eager in fitting out his armada. After the taking of

Pignon dc Vcicz, the five gallies of the order, com-

manded by general de Giou, and the grand maftcr*s

two gallies, under the particular command of Romegas,

joining together, and cruifing in company, met between

the iflands of Zante and Cephalonia, with a ftrong gal-

lion, laden with thericheft commodities of the eaft, and

mounted with twenty la'rge brals cannon, and a great

number of a lefler fize, having a body of good officers of

artilleiVjand above 200 janizaries on board, all ofthem

excellent arquebufiers. This veHcl was commanded by
rais or captain Bairan-Ogli, and belonged to the kiflir-

aga, chief of the black eunuchs of the feraglio. This

eunuch was the minifter of his mailer's plealures, and

the guardian of thofe j^oung ladies and beauties who
•were referved for his ufe, ieveral of whom had a fliare

in the gallion. General Giou, feeing himfelf at the

head of a {quadron of feven gallics, firfl fired a cannon

without ball, to make the captain of the veflel bring
to ; but the Turks anfwered him with a ball, and im-

mediately hoided up their flag, and all their colours, by

way of defiance, and as a declaration of their being re-

Iblved to fight.

General Giou, and the commander Romegas,

finding there was no likelihood of their taking the vef-

fel but by force of arms, agreed to attack it fiifl: them-

felves ; that aRer they had poured in iheir broad-fides

as cloie as poflible, the two commodores (hould be re-

lieved by two other gallies, and thele again by ilic

three laft, fb as to make a continual fire without any
intermiflion. But this order of battle was ill obferved,

from the jealouly and emulation of the two generals,
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who, forgetting their firfl agreement ofatfling together
in concert, each ftrove to engrofs the whole honour of

the vidlory to himielf. De Giou's galley coming up
under the ftern of this great velTel, was covered in a

moment with fire-works ; the knights and foldiers

were plied warmly with volleys of (tones and musket-
fliot : and the cannon, loaded with cartridges, made
fuch havock amongfl: them, that the general was for-

ced to remove to fome diftance. Romegas, on his ^Acj
attacked the gallion with his ufual intrepidity ; but a

ball, which was (hot from it, demoliilied the wale of
his galley, and killed tVv'o and twenty of his men ; and

by another, twenty more ofthem were forced to leap in-

to the lea. Romegas, fearing he fhouki be funk by a

great cannon which he (aw was levelled to takelfim be-

twixt wind and water, thought proper, though lore

againtl his will, to retire further off j after which, the

two next gallies advanced in their turn, and in concert

fell upon the gallion, each on its fide, and poured in

fuch a terrible fire, that they killed and dilabled feve-

ral of the janizaries : but thole brave fellows, who
were part of a body of troops, in which the chief force

of the Turki(h empire conlilts, fought on with the fame

intrepidity. The three lad: gallies were then forced to

advance to the fiiccour of the reft ; and the two com-
modores, getting their gallies in rcadineis, returned to

the engagment with new fury. The battle lafted five

v/hole hours before any judgment could be formed of
the iifue of it ; and, notwithllanding the great bravery
of the knights_, they would perhaps liave been forced to

retire with lofs, had the Turks been able to make uie

of all their artillery. But untbrtunatcly for them, their

beft pieces, by the avarice of the merchants, were en-
cumbered among the bales of goods^ (b that they were
of no .uie to them ; and the gallies making aYuperior
fire, the knights at laft boarded the veflcl, and made
themfelves mailer of it. The vidory was bloody ; for

above fixicorcChriftians, either knights or (bldiers, loft

their lives in it : among the former, thofe chiefly re-

greted vvcj-c la Fonde, a Provencal j Berzet an Italian,

Z 2 and
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and Pac'cco a Spaniard ; Anthony Feinandes, PoflTclia

and Diego d'lneftrofa were mortally wounded, and
died a few days afterwards at SaragofTa : Fernando

a

this

fides their wounded, loll: fourfcore janizaries, and le-

veral officers ; particularly an engineer, who, by his

courage and skill in pointing the cannon, had con-
tributed more to their making this gallant defence, than
even the captain of the gallion himlelf.

This capture made a greater nolle atConftantinoplc,

elpecially in the ieragllo, than the lols of an impor-
tant place wonla have done. The kiiHr-aga, and* the

odalichi, or favourites of the grand fcignior, who had

iluresinit, threw themlelves at the fulran's feet, and
entreated him to revenge them on the knights. Soly-
inan, lookiii'T upon this capture as an inllilt offered to

his own hojiliold, Iwore by his head, that he would

extirpate the order ; and in order to comfort the

iadieS;, and the kiflir-aga, for their iofs, he indemnified

them by making them rich prelents out of his ovvn cof-

fers. The greate'l part of his officers, and the Ma-
hometan prieils, entered into his relent ment ; and the

mufti, their chief, reprelented to him in a private au-

dience, that as all mullilmen were obliged to go once
in their lives to vifit their prophet's tomb, it would be

impollible for his European ilibjeds to difcharge that

duty any longer, without expofmg themlelves to be
taken by the Chriftian corfairs

;
that Malta was croud-

ed wiih Turkifii flaves ; and that a prince, who had iib

high a ien:e of religion, and whom providence had
railed to fo eminent a degree of power, ought to fcruple
the leaving fo great a number of the faithful in flavery,
and cxpoledto the danger of changing their religion.
The kiilir-aga, who was more incenfedthan any body
cl'e, and who carried on all this intrigue, in order to

determine the grand leignior to lay adde all other cn-

terprifes, and to fall upon the ifland of Malta, engag-
ed the iman^or preacher of the principal mofv^ue, cuu-

ningly
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Lmgly to infinuate adifco irle upon that flibjed into his

fermon. Solyman, who was a rehgious prince, going
thither the Friday following, which is the Turki/h fab-

bath, this orator, under the pretence of treating of the

charity which oughtto befhewnto the poor and wretch-

ed, introduced himielf by deploring tlie diigrace and
wretched itate of thole mufulmen who were in fiavery

among the Chrilfians. He did this at fiift in general
terms ; then, dire(5\ing his dllcourie to the grand ieig-

nior, he, at'icr extolling his valour, his con^uefls, and
the mild nels of his government, \\\ fuch a manner as

they juftly delerved, added, th.it there was notliing

wanting to complete his glory but only the deliver-

ing of fuch a great number of unhappy niulliimen. as

had been deprived of their fortunes and liberty by the

JMaltefe. He afterwards entered into the particulars of
all their captures, of which, 'tis probable, they had
furnifhed him with an exadt account ; and (hewed, that

their rovers had, within the laft five years, taken up-
wards of fifty veffels laden with the richeft commodi-
ties of the eaft ; not to mention the feluccas, brigan-
tines, gallies, and galiots employed in the cruifing ier-

vice :
" theie vefTels, fays he to him, together with

'• their cargoes and the men on board, have been all
*' feized by thofe mercilefs corlairs ; and nothing, Sir,
'' but your invincible fword can refcue fo many poor" creatures out of ilavery : the fon calls upon you to
'' reftore him his father, and the wife her husband or
'^ her children : all, all *xpe£t fiom your juftice and
*^

power, the vengeance which is due to their cruel
•* enemies.

Such a bold and pathetic difcourfe, raifed a con-
fafed murmuring in the congregation, which at lad
broke out into loud complaints, contrary to what is

generally pradiied in their mofques, where a^ profound
filence is always obferved. Solyman ieemed furprifed
and troubled at this unulbal incident ; but being told

the reafon of it, he, in order to quiet the people, fignt-
fied to them by his grand vizier, that they fljould have
their revenge and fatisfaaion in a little time

,•
and ac-

^ 3 coidingly
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cordingly went out of the mof^ue full}'- refolveci, in cafe

he was not prevented by the Hungarian war, to fall

with all his forces upon Malta.

So LYMAN had for a long time been warmly folli-

cited to undertake this enterprife by HalTan baflia, the

viceroy of Algiers, fon and fucceflbrto the famous Bar-

"barofia ; and by Dragut, governor of Tripoli.
* Both

of thefe had frequently remondrated to him, parti-

cularly fince the taking of Pignon de Velez, that the

Chriftians, unle/s fome remedy (liould be fallen up-

on, would infallibly make themfelvcs maRers of all the

coafl: of Barbary; that folong as Malta fhould continue

in the hands of the knights, it would be impoflible to

fend out any reinforcements to them, or for them to

receive any from their re{pe<5live governments, with-

out running a great hazard of their being intercepted ;

and that this illand, which was no more than a rock,
was the only barrier that braved his power, and which,

hy the privateers and fquadrons that it fent out, was

continually interrupting the communication of Barbary
with Afia and the ijQes of the Archipelago.
So LYMAN was fenfible of the importance of this

conqueft ; but as it might be attended with difficulties,

he, like a prudent and wife prince, would not engage
in it till fuch time as he had confulted his principal ge-
nerals. For this purpole, he, according to the Turkilh

cuftom, held a great council of war on liorfeback in

ihe open field. The firft thing debated in it was the

iieceflity they were under of driving the knights out

of an ifland, where they diflurbcd the commerce of the

errand feignior's fubje<51:s,
and inteiTupted the pilgri-

mages to Mecca and Medina. They agreed, that their

religion, as well as the ftate, were equally interefted

in their extirpation. After this, the next point exa-

nuned was the means of putting this projedt in exe-

cution.

The grcatedpart of the bafhas, who guelTed at the

fjltan*s inclinations, like true courtiers, told him that

ihe coH'^juell
of the iHe of Rhodes, might alTure him of

i'uccels

* De Thou, Hift. 1. 37,
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fuccefs in the enterprife of Malta j that the knights,
whom they called a pack of rafcally corfairs, would never
be able to hold out againft themoft

inconiiderablcpart
of the forces of his empire ; and that he had no more
to do than to fend the gallies of Algiers and Tripoli,
tvhh a body of troops, to feize on ibme forts, which
thofe rovers had built for the

Security of the ports and
coafts of the iiland.

Aly, one of Dragut's lieutenants, whom he had
fent on purpofe to Conftantinople, was prelent at this

council, and reprefented in the name of his general,
that in cafe they (hould make their firft attempt by be-

lieging Malta, there was no doubt but the knicrhts

would receive confiderable fuccours from Goletta, Pig-
non de Velez, and from the Moors of Tunis, who
were valTals to the crown of Caftile, and enemies to
the Turkifh government; that Dragut was of opinion,
they (hould open the campaign with the

fieges of Go-
letta, and Pignon de Velez ; and that when they fliould

have cleared the coaft of Barbary of the Chriftians, and
reduced the inhabitants of the country, they then

might employ the grand feignior's troops the year fol-

lowing in belieging Malta. Mahomet, the moft anti-
ent of all the ballias, an old experienced general, who
was afterwards advanced to the dignity of grand vizier
was entirely againft the enterprife of Malta ; and, be-
fides the reafons which Dragut's agent had alledged
he urged, that there was a great difference between tlie

jfle of Rhodes and that of Malta ; that the former was
fituated in the midft of his territories, at a great diitance
from Europe, and out of the way of all fuccour from
the Chriftians ; and as its foil afforded plenty of corn
and pafture,it eafily furnifhed lijbfiftence for his army;
whcreas; on the contrary, as Maha lay near Sicily, it

could receive fuccours from thence every mom'ent and
that the king of Spain, who confidered it as the bul-
wark of his Itahan dominions, would not fail to em-
}>loy all his forces to relieve it j that moft of the Chri-

ilianprinces would enter into the war, out of a prin-
ciple of religion j that they would meet with nothin

in
g
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in Malta, but a deep barren rock, without cither corn

or pafture ground, and a body of brave kniglits to de-

fend it, who were all refolved to die in the
i]>ot.y

rather

than lurrender ; and that, even fuppofiag they fho.ild

take it, they yet ought to be fure of getting fubfiftence

for the army, whilft they fiiould be repairing the old

fortliications, and making new ones ; that they had

reafon to be apprehenfive of a new crufade, and a

league between the princes of Chriilcndom, who, in

that ca(e, would be able to fend a numerous tket in the

Ipring with frefh troops on board, to block up the

Turkilh velTels in the ifle of Malta ; and that it would

redound much more to the grand leignior's glory, and

be more advantageous to his empire, to employ his

troops in Hungary, or to attempt the conquell of Italy;

nor indeed could he do better than to begin with Sici-

ly ; which being reduced, Malta v/ould tall of courie

into his hands ; and that after all, without his engag-

m^ in fuch a difficult enterprize as that propoled a-

gainftthe knights of St. John, they might eaiily pro-

vide for the lecurity of the merchants of the fultan's

empire, and the pilgrims, who went out of devotion

to Mahomet's tomb, by fending out convo}s along

with them.

M o T w I T H s T A N D I N G the folidity of thcfe reafons,

Solyman, who was eafily wrought upon by motives

of confcience, and who, moreover, was touched with

ihe complaints and tears of his favourites, declared

himlelf for the enterprife of Malta : the hopes too of

raifing his glory might probably have determined him

to undertake it ; and that after driving the knights out

of Rhodes, and the other ifles of the Archipelago,

which depended on it, and the caftles and lands they

pofr.'lTcd upon the continent of Afia Minor, he might
have flattered himfelf, that the conqucll of Mali a would

make his name famous, and his power formidable in

Europe and Africa. Whatever might be his motives,

he fent exprefs orders over all his empire for equipping

all the fliips
and gallies that could be found in his

ports fit for the lea icrvice. Uluchialy, a Calabrian

renegado.
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renegado, brought him feveral from Alexandria ; the

governor ot' Rhodes furniflied what gallies he had ;

and HaiTan and Dragut, baflias or viceroys of Algiers
and Tripoli, v/ere ordered to join the Ottoman fleet,

with all thecorfairs of Barbary, as Toon as they fliould

hear of its arrival before Malta. Whilil thefe prepa-
rations were carrying on, he Tent fome able engineers
thither in the habit of filhermen, who, under pretence
of throwing their lines into the ditches, and felling
their fifh in the town, viewed the fortifications, and
the height of the walls, and took an exadt plan of
the place, which the grand Jeignior laid before his ge-
nerals.

Out of thefe he made clioice of two to head this

expedition ; viz. Pialy and Muftapha. Although Pi-

ali's extradlion was unknown, he yet had a great ihare

in this prince's favour, who had married him to one
of his grand-children. Solyman, returning from his

firft campaign in Hungary, and after the taking ofBel-

grade, had found him in Iwadling clothes, lying upon
a plough-fhare, where probably his mother had left

him in her fright at the march of the army. The grand
feignior, who diverted him'elf with hunting on the

road, gave oideis that he fhould be brought to him,
and, finding in his features, which were not yet formed,

fomething that pleafed him, he took care to give hirti

a good education ; and, after he had pafTed gradually
through all the ports of his army, he gave him one of
his grand-daughters. He made him likeways bafha of
the fea, and as liich he had the general command ofthe
fleet on this occafion.

MusTAPHA, who had acquired Solyman's efteeni

and confidence by feveral confiderable vfftories which
he had gained, was appointed general of the land-
forces. He was an old officer, aged threefcore and
five J was harfh and fevere in command, cruel and

bloody to all fuch enemies as fell into his hands ; and,

particularly, was not afliamed to glory in breaking his
word and oath with the Chriflians. Solyman, who
had an equal confidence in both thefe generals, recom-

nivfndcd
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mended to them to live in good underftanding with one

another, to adt alwaj's in concert, and above all, not

to attempt any thing without lirlt conlulilng Dragut,
whom he confidered not only as a (worn enemy to the

knights, but as the greateft leaman he had then in his

empire.
The

fitting out fuch numbers of (hips and gallies,
the marching of troops from all quarters to the ports of

the Morea, and the various motions which were made
all over the Ottoman empire, gave great uneafinc.'s to

thofe Chriftian princes, whole territories lay near thole

of the grand fcignior j though they were ignorant at

the fame time where the (torm would fall. Some pre-
tended that this armada was deligned againft the fort

of Goletta, which was the key of the kingdom, and

particularly of the city of Tunis ; or elfe againll Pig-
eon de Velez, which likeways opened an entrance in-

to the kingdom of Algiers ; others ill ipcfted, that this

cnterpril'e was intended againft Malta only ; and this

opinion was confirmed by various letters that came from
the Levant. In this uncertainty, the king of Spain, be-

ing particularly interefted iji the prelervation and de-

fence of Malta, as it ierved for a bulwark to Sicily, or-

dered the viceroy Don Garfia de Toledo to pais by
Malta in his way to Goletto, and confer about it vVith

the grand mafter. They communicated to each other

all the different advices they had received, and agreed,
incale of an attack, to afPift one another with all their

forces ; and as the grand m after reprclented to him
the want he ftiould be in both of corn and foldiers, in

cale he ftiould be forced to fuftain a fiege, the viceroy

promiled, upon his return into Sicily, to fend him a

conflderable quantity, with two companies of Spanifli

foldiers ; and, in the mean time, left one of his fons

with him, as it were in hoftage, for the performance
of his v/ord, who afterwards took the habit of the or-

der.

He was but juft gone from Malta, Mdien frefh ad-

vices arrived from fome trufty fpies, whom the grand
ciafter kept at Coiiftaiuinople : by their letters they

affurcd



John de la Valette Grand Majfer, 275

afllired him, that the Turks would Infallibly open the

campaign with the fiege of Malta, and, that after re-

ducing the whole ifland, which Solyman took for

granted, he had given orders to his generals to go in-

to Africa, and employ all his forces to drive out the

Spaniards from thence.

The grand mafter was not in the leafl: daunted at

the news 5 however, he communicated it to the coun-
cil of the order, and, by their confent, fent a general
fummons to ail the knights who were dif]Derled up and
down the different provinces of Chriftendom, to repair
forthwith to Malta. The agents whom the order em-

ployed In Italy levied a body of 2000 foot, and the

viceroy of Sicily lent the two Spanifii companies he
had promifed him. The (hips and gallies of the or-

der were, till the beginning of the liege, continually

employed in tranfportlng arms, powder, ammunition
and provifions to Malta ; and the knights were daily

arriving there In confiderable numbers, eager to dii-

charge the obligations of their profeflion, to fignalize
their zeal and courage againft the infidels.

La Valette made mod of thefe knights captains
and officers, who, by his order, difcipllned the inha-

bitants of the towns and country, and formed them
Into new companies of ibJdlers fit for lervice ; the

greatefl: part ofthem being good arquebufiers, and there

being very few. among them but what had been out a

cruifing. and ferved on board the gallies of the or-

der. Thei'e companies made up a body of /|ooo foot ;

the grand mafter diftributed them Into different pofts,
where there was occafion for them ; and that he might
not omit anything which might poflibly contribute to
his defence, he (cnt copies of the letters he had receiv-

ed from Conflantlnople ro the pope, and to moft of
the Chr'ftlan princes, to reprefent to them the danp-er
with which the order was threatned, and to delire

them to fend fuccours to the knights, who wanted
them only, to make head againft the formidable ene-

my of all ChMftendom. Pius IV. who then fat upon
the papal throne; paid in a fum of 10,000 crowns to

Cambian,
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Cambian, the Malteie embaflador at Rome. Notbin*
was to be got From France, which was at this time

werkned with inteftine wars and divifions ; but the

kinjToF Spain, out of fear left the Turks fliould ad-

vance fo near Sicily, refolved to employ all his forces

to keep them at a diftance. He wrote to his minifterJ

in Italy, and to ieveral princes of that nation, his allies,

to form immediately a body of 20,coo foot, which
flior.ld be ready to embark upon the firft accounts of

the defigns of ihe infidels ; and, by the Ihrne exprels,
he ordered the viceroy ot Sicily to take as much care

for :he defence of Malta, as he would ule for the pre-
fervdtion of Sicily itlclf.

The viceroy, perluaded that in the anxiety the

grand mafter mull needs be in, the giving him affarance

thai he would (end him fuccours, would be in a manner
the lame as if he adually lent them him, imparted to

him the orders he had received from the court of Ma-
drid. The grand mafter could not help being plealed
with fuch fine promiles j however, he did not depend

upon them fo far, as to ncgledt preparing himfclf to

fuftain all the efforts of the formidable power of the

Turks, with the forces of the order only. The perils

which he forefaw were inevitable, ferved only to in-

i|Mre him with greater bravery : he was informed with

a refolution that wasfuperlor to all events; his natural

courage had infpircd him with a noble indifference for

life ; he had pafTcd fuccefllvely through all the em-

ployments of the order, and this gradual rife to new

dignities had always been the teftimony and recom-

pence of the many memorable adions, which at laft

j*ai(ed him to the dignity of grand mafter.

Such was brother John de la Valette, whofe cha-

ra<5ter will be better known by the relation of the fiege
of Malta, than by all that could be faid before hand,
of that magnanimity and courage, which diftinguifhcd
him in the midft of the grcateft dangers. Purluant to

the general fummons, and in obedience to his orders,

upwards of fix hundred knights were already arrived

s^ Malta, nioft of them attended with domcftics, who
were
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were brave in their perfons, and wno afterwards prov-
ed good ibldiers. Such commandcM-s as could not leave
their provinces, by reaibn of their age or infirmities,
not being able to go thither in pcribn, generoufly lent

the beft part of their efrefts to Malta ; and iome'old

priors were ordered by the grand mafter to ftay in Ita-

ly, in the kingdom of Naples, and about the perlbn of
the viceroy of Sicily, in order to haften the lliccours he
had promifed, and to forward the embarkation of iome
French. S.-anifh, and German knights, who were not

yet iet out from their reipedtive provinces. The grand
mafter received them all with that pleafure which a

good father feels upon (being his children again, and
had taken care to p/ovide lodgings and liibfiftence for

them beforehand. In all the vaft variety, as well as im-

portance, of the ieveral affairs he had to manage, no-

thing was able to dilconcert him; he would himlelf be

acquainted with every fingle circumftance, and enter-
ed into the miniiteft particularities; he diicharged, at

the lame time, the offices of Ibldier, captain, officer of
the artillery, ovedeer of thefick, and engineer ; with
the lame hand that he traced out a new fortificaLion, he
a<Jled the pioneer in throwing up the ground ; he was
ever in motion, and in feveral places, as it were, at the
fame time; now he was among the workmen, the next
moment he was vifiting the magazines, and then im-

mediately at the infirmary, buiying himlelf in
relieving

the fick. Upon fbme frefh letters he received from
diffi-^rcnt places confirming the former accounts that
Irad been lent him, relating to the defign the Turks
had upon Malta, he alTemhled the knights who were
then in the convent, in order to acquaint them with
their contents ; nor did he, on tliis occafion, either
lelTen the greatnels of the danger to which they were
expo ed, or the uncertainty of the fuccour wiHi which
they had been flattered.

'* A formidable army, (/aj^s*' he to them, with an heroic
boldneis,) and an infi-

** nitc multitude of Barbarians, are coming to thunder
'^ down upon us ; they are, my brethren, enemies to
''

jdusChrift ; it is our buCnels to Hand up manfully
Vol. IV. A a « in
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*' in defence of the faith ; and if the gofpel mufl: fuh-
'' mit to the alcoran, God, on this occafion, demands
'^ back of us a life which we have ah-eady devoted to
*^ him by our profeflion ; thrice happy they who fiiall

*'
firft tall a lacrificetofo good a caule. But in order

^^ to make ourlelves worthy of that honour, let us go,
*^ my brethren, to the altar, there to renew our vows,
'^ and partake of the bleiTed facraments, and let the
*' blood ofthe faviour of mankind infpire us with fuch
^' a noble contempt of death, as can alone make us
*^ invincible.'*

He fct forwards at the fame time towards the church,
attended by all his knights, where the holy facrament

was at that time expoied. Not a knight among them

all but was zealous to follow the grand mailer's ex-

ample ; they employed that and the following days in

going to confeflion, and in partaking of the bkifed eu-

charift ; and they all role from the lord's table like

new men. By their partaking of that ftrengthening

food, all their weaknelles were repaired, all diviiions,

all private refentments, were now laid afide ; and,

what was ftill more difficult, they broke off all their

tender engagements, fb dear to the heart of man. From
that day they left off all correfpondence with peribns

of a different lex, how innocent foever it might be;

they were dead to aJl views of intereft or ambition ;

the certain danger to which they were expoied, and

the confideration of death, which was in a manner un-

avoidable, had revived in them a contempt of life, and

all the other virtues of their predece/Tors ; they all em-

braced each other with that tendernefs, which charity

inlpires,
and protefted that they would lole the lafl

drop of their blood in the defenceof their religion and

altars.

The grand mailer was overjoyed to find them in

this excellent dilpofition ; and, in order not to be pre-

vented, and furprifed by the enemy, he refblved to af^

fign every language the polls which they were to de-

fend. For the better undcrflanding of this diftribution

of the feveral employments, and of the anions which

happen-
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happened in feveral parts of the ifland, it may not per-

haps be improper, notwithftanding our having already

given fome account of ihe fituation of Maha, in the

foregoing book, to give a more particular one in this

place.
Malta is an ifland fituated between Sicily and A-

fiica, in the ^9th degree of longitude, and the q5th of

latitude. It is the moR (buthern ifle in Europe, lying

about fixty miles from cape PaHaro, and two hundred

and feventy from Tripoli in Africa. Its circumference

is fixty miles, its length twenty, and its breadth about

twelve. It is waflied on the eaft by the Tea, v/hich

lies towards the ifland of Candia ; it has 'the little iiles

or rocks of Pantalorea, Linofa, and Laiiipaduia on

the weft ; Sicily on the north , and the kingdom of

Tunis on the fouth. On the fouth coaft towards Tri-

poli, nothing is to be feen but great rocks, without

either roads or ports j but we meet caftward v/iih the

road of Marza-Scala ; and turning back on the right

towards the fouth-weft, we find another road or creek

called Marza-Sirocco, capable of holding feveral vef-

fels. In going fl:ill forward, towards the ibuth-wefl:,

we meet with two large bays, the one called Antife-

ga, and the other Mufiarro ; and' at the extremity of

the ifland, on that fide weftward, there is a creek very

proper for fliips to ride in, called Mcleca, which is di-

vided from the ifle of Goza by a channel about four

miles over. In the midft of this channel lie the little

jfles of Com! no and Cominote. If we coaft along the

ifland, when we come to that part of it which lies

over againft Sicily, we meet with the road of St. Paul,

fb called, becaufe the ftiip
in which that apoftlc was

carried pri toner to Rome, was driven thither by a

ftorm; and the road ofSt.George,which looks towards

the North, is not far from that of St. Paul." Laftly,

as we go on towards that part of the ifland, which lies

diredtly oppofite to cape PalTaro, we meet with two

large ports, qne of which lying on the left is called

Marza Mu(et, or port Mufet ; in the middle whereof

lies a fmall ifland, near which all ihips coming from

A a 2 tlic
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the Levant, or fufpedled places, are obliged to perforin

quarantine ; the other is called barely Marza, or the

great port, and lies towards the eaft.

These two ports are leparated by a narrow flip of

land, upon which the prior oF Capua, as was before

obfcrved, built the fort of St. Elmo, to defend the

entrance of them both. In the great port there are

two narrow flips of land, parallel to each other, which
run out into the Tea in the form of two lingers, and arc

of a much greater length than brcadih. The callle of
St. Angelo was built on the extremity of that which
lies nearcft: the mouth ofthe haibour, and was the on-

ly fort that was on the ifland at the tims when the

icnightj took poffjirion of it. The grand mafter de

rifle-Adam had fortified it with new ramparts, baftions,
and ditches ; it had likeways been fupplied wiih clf-

terns, anarfenal, and magazines. This caflile had, ever

fince that time, been the refldence of the grand mailers;
but in this jundlure, la Valette took up his lodging in

the town, the better to have an opportunity offending
fuccours to all places where there might be occalion.

What they call II Borga, was a little town lying be-

hind the cafllc of St. Angelo, wherein the whole bo-

dy of the convent had iettled itlelf

We hav^e already obierved, that upon the point of
the other narrow flip of land or rock, which runs out

into the great port, and which lies upon the left hand,

they had built a fort with a town ; and that it was cal-

led the ifle of La Sangle, after the name of the grand
maflier who fortified it ; though it was in reality no

more than a peninfula. Between this town and the

caftle of St. Angelo, lay the port for the gallies, which
was fliut up every night with a great iron chain, that

reached from the platform, at the foot of the caflle of

St. Angelo, to the point of the ifle de la Sangle, where

it was fafl:ened with a large anchor, and was fupporttd

and carried crofs the water by empty casks and beams

of timber laid crofs-ways at certain diftances. In fine,

behind this port de la Sangle, there was another, for

fuch foreign fliips
as reforted to the ifland, either for

the
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the fake of commerce, or that were forced to put in

for fear of the coi lairs. I (hall wave laying any thin"-

in this place about i\\Q Notable city^ the capital of ilie

iiland, which I have already mentioned in the forep-o-

ing book ; and fhali only oblerve, tjiatit lies about fix

or leven miles from the two great ports above menti-

oned, which, in ail probability, was the leaion of its

not being firft attacked, as the other placts and forts of
theifland were. »

SUGH was its fituation, whkh we have deicribed,

only in order to enable the reader to foim the better

judgment of what paffcd duiing the courie ofthe liege-
The grand maitcr, before the enemy ap^jeared, was
deiirous ofknowing e.-adtly whar

troOj^-i^
he had 10 op-

pole the infidels, in order to diltiibute them afterwards
into the places and forts that fliould be attacked. /Ac-

cordingly he made a gcDCial review, and found that

they confided of about 700 knights, beiidcs lerving
brothers, and 8 ,00 men, who were euher loldieis of
the gallies, and foreign troops in the ie.vice ofille or-

der, or elie townJincn and pea.ants, who had been
formed into companies All the languages undercook
to defend the leveral pods thai Ihouid be alligncd them,
and theibldiers and militia vvere divided among them.
The three languages of France had the guard of the

town, the mofl impoitanc place of the ifiand ; and as
it was of a large extent, they were joined by part of the

language of Calli^e.

The admiral de Monte, with all the knights of the

language of
Italy, undertook to defend the iile de la

Sangle. The language of Arragon, which compre-
hended the knights of that kingdom, and thole of the

provinces of Catalonia and Navarre, took up all the

4]uarter of the gate of iiormola, with rhe plaiform of
eanh adjoining to it. The language of England,

-

art
ot that of Caltile, with rhe Portugueie and Geru.aii

knights, were polftd upon the mole towardf^the town,
and extended themlelves as far as the ditch cf ihe c<i\i\Q,

of St. Angclo. The commander Gaizeranros, a Ca-

ii-Ioniac, was put with
fifty knights, and five hundrtd
A a 3 excel-



282 Hiftory ofthe Knights of^lk'Llh*

excellent foldiers in the caftle; and the chevalier Mef-

guiia, a Portugueie, in the Notable city, which, being
a poft of great confequence, they gave him, over and
above the ordinary garrifon, five companies of the

country militia, under the command of the command-
er Vagnon. The commander Romegas, fo famous for

his captures, and fo terrible in the Mediterranean, un-

dertook, with the Ibldiers of his gallies,
to defend the

entrance of the great port ; and the commander Gui-

ral, a Caftilian, and excellently well skilled in the ma-

nagement of the artillery, railed a battery of nine can-

non, to play upon the enemy, in cale they (hould at-

tempt to, break the chain that barred up the port where
the gallies lay. The fort of St. Elmo had generally
no more than fixty foldiers garrifoned in it, under the

command of the chevalier Broglio, an old Piedmonte/e

officer ; but before the enemy appeared, the command-
er Deguarras, bailifr of Negrepont, was thrown into it

with fixty knights ; and the grand mafter, knowing the

importance of that poft, put likeways into it a com-

pany of Spanifh foot, commanded by the chevalier

John de la Cerda. The cruelties and havock the Turks
had made in the ifle of Goza, before their going upon
the expedition of Tripoli, made leveral knights of the

council propofe the demolifliing of the caftle, in order

to prevent its falling a lecond time into the hands of

the infidels. But la Valette oppofed it, and was of

opinion, that they ought rather to augment the garri-

Jbn ; maintaining, that it were to be wifhed the ene-

my would firft fall upon thofe leparate forts, before

they attacked the town and caftle of St. Angelo, where

the convent and the ftrength of the order refided ; and

that they would have juft fo much time as they (hould

employ in it, to wait for the coming of the iliccourS

which they were promiied ; and that in cafe there-

mote pofts could but hold out till the end of September,
the Turk$ would hardly be able to keep the lea dur-

ing that tempeftuous fcafon. He added, the better to

enforce his opinion, that as the caftle of Goza, the^Vi?-

table city, and the caftle of St. Angelo, were all leaf-

ed
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ed upon hills, which were pretty near of the fame

height, and which lay not far from one another, it

v/OLild not be difficult, in cale the Turkiih fleet fhould

keep the mouth of the two ports blocked up, as un-

doubtedly they would, to make fignals from thele

caftles, and to advertile the order of all that palled at

lea, efpecially when the fuccours fhould becoming up.
He concluded by declaring, that they ihould imme-

diately icnd a governor to Goza ; that they fliould

make choice of a man of rciclate courage for that pur-

pofe, who (hould be capable of
refilling the enemy

as long as poflible, and who, rather than lubmit to a

capitulation, fliould facrifice his life for the preiervati-

on of his order. All the council readily ailented to the

grand mafter's opinion ; and, however dangerous that

poft might be, there was fuch a noble emulation among
the knights, that there was not an old officer but made

great interell to procure it forhimfelf, or at Icaft to ferve

under the perfon who fliould be nominated to it. The

grand mafter and council at lalt pitched upon the che-

valier Torreglias, a Majorcan, whole valour and intre-

pidity, which had been tried on many occafions, had

juftly quahfied him for that employment.
Besides thefe various difpolitions, the commander

Copier, of the language of Auvergne, and grand mar-
flial of the order, an old officer, was appointed to ob-

ferve the fleet of the enemy, and to oppofe their de-

fccnts as far as lay in his power ; to regulate his moti-

ons by theirs; and, when they fliould land, to fall up-
on fuch as fliould ftraggle from the main body of their

army. He, in order to put thefe defigns in execution,
took with him a good jiumber of knights, together
with two hundred iflanders on horfeback, and a body
of fix hundred foot ; with thele he coafted along the

feafliore, in all thofe places where a delce^it feemed
mod pradicable.
Such wiie precautions were very neceflary againfl:

fo formidable a power as that of the Turks ; but the

main lecurity of the ifland lay in the grand mafter's pre-

Iciice; who always appearing with an air of tranquiili-
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ty, and the (Umc intrepid look, infjiired an heroic

confidence into the knights and (bldiers. He was con-

tinually vifitingthe leveral polls, fortifying thofe places

which he thought weakcfl, telling each commander

the motions he was to make in caie of an attack, and

the places
to which he (houid fuccelfively retire, in

caie of his being forced out of his poll ; and vvhere-

cver he came, he left an imprelfion of his courage,

that rendered his knights and ibldiers invincible.

At /length the TurKiih fleet appeared oif of Malta

on the iSt'hof May. It coniilled of 159 velfwh wiih

oars, as well galiies
as galliots, having 30,000 land-

forces on board, compoled of jaiii/.aiies, fpah)'?,,
and

the braved foldiers of the Oiioman empire. The fleet

was foUoVv'ed by a confiderable number of Ihipsof bur-

den, laden with the heavy ariiilery, the horxs of the

fpahi's,
and the ammunition and provifions for the for-

ces. The chief pilot iailed naif a mile bjfoie ihe reft

of the fleet, in order to view the coall, and to lind a

fafe place for to put in ar, and made an attempt to

brine it into a creek or road called iVlirza Sirocco,

which lies on the caftern Iide of the illand. Bat a

Greek and Levant wind blowing at that time, he did

not think proper to put in there ; but firing two can-

non-lhot to give noticethat they were not to itop there,

he keot on his way, paficd with all the fleet between

the illand of Malta and the rock of Korfola, and about

ilmlet the Turks came to an anchor at the entrance of

the creek or bay of Mugiarro. The marfhal Copier, at

the head of 200 knights, and a thoufandarquebufiers,

advanced with as much diligence as pofTible, to oppole

their delcent j but the Turkifh admiral, detaching five

and thirty galiies of his rear guard with ;ooo men on

board, in the night time, they landed without any op-

pofition in the road of St. Thomasy called by orhers

the Pert de i'Echellc : on which occalion it may not

be improper to obferve, that though mod hidorians

dignify the creeks and bays which are in this ifland

wiih the title of ports, yet they are generally,
if we

except the great port, and port MufTet; no more but fo

many
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many roads, which are at mod fheltercd only from the

land-winds.

Whilst the Turks were in the bay of Mugiarro,
the chevalier de la Riviere planted himlelf with twelve

knights in ambufh behind fbme old rubbifii, in hopes
of Ibrprizing fbme enemy who might be tempted to

come afliore. A Portuguefe knigh'., who had been
fent on the fame fide to get intelligence, diibovering
la Riviere, and advancing towards him, received a

musket-ball from a party of Turks who lay concealed

in the neighbouring rocks, and died upon the fpot. La
Riviere, imagining he was only wounded, ran imme-

diately to affill him; but the Turks firing another vol-

ley, d'lperled this little convoy, and, having killed his

horfe, came up, and took him prilbner. They carried

him immediately to the general, who examined him a-

bout the difpolition of the grand mafter and of the

knights, and the number and condition of their forces.

La Riviere anfwered, that the knights were all to a
man refolved to lofe the lafi drop of their blood in the
defence of an ifiand, which they confidered as their

country ; that all the forts were manned with ilrong

garriibns, and well provided with ammunition and

provifions ; and that they expected fom all the Chri-

(tian princes of Europe a ftrong fleet, either to give
him battle, or force him to retreat. The Turkifli ge-
neral, looking upon this difcourfe as a kind of bravado
in his prifoner, commanded him to be put to the rack,
in order to extort from hiin a more particular account
of the (late of the ifiand. The knight bore the tor-

ture for a long time with an heroic conftancy ; but, at

laft, as if he had been overcome by the rigour of the

torments he fuffered, he, affedting an ingenious air,
owned toMuftapha, that if Malta was to be taken, it

could only be at the pofl of Caftile, which he^ laid was
the worft fortified in the whole town, and indeed in the

whole ifiand-

The bnfha relying on the fincerity of a confefTion

drawn from him, as he imagijied, by the violence of
the torture, refolved to begin the liege of the town iu

that
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that quarter ; but as he had a mind to reconnoitre the

place himlelf before his engaging in the attempt, he
lent the chevalier de la Riviere loaded with irons on

, board a galley defigned for the priibners. The wind

changing, all the fleet weighed anchor the night fol-

lowing, and with the lanthorns lighted ftood for the

bay of Marza Sirocco, where the army landed early in

the morning in good order. The firft thing the general
did was to order the building of two redoubts on each
fide at the entrance of this large bay ; after which, he

put a good number of foldiers in them, and provided
them with artillery for the fecurity of hisfiiips, as well

as to keep the Chrillian fleet at a diilance. The Turkifh

army advanced afterwards higher up into the country,
and encamped near a village called St. Catharine.

Muftapha, in order to take a view of the fituation of

the town, the caftlc of St. Angelo, and other forts,

took fome engineers with him, and went up an hill

called Mont Caicara^ from v/hence he had a profpe<5l
of almoft the whole ifland. He obliged the chevalier

de la Riviere his prifoner to follow him, whom he
commanded to point out to him the forts of St. Elmo
and la Sanglc, the caftle of St. Angelo and the town,
and to give him likewife an exadt account ofthe fortifi-

cations in every place, and the nun>ber of troops that

were polled in them. The chevalier did not fail to

make them twice as many as they were ; but the baflia

at length asking him which was the pod of Caftile,

which he had repre(ented as the weakeft in the whole

ifland, he had no (boner ftiewn it him, but Muftapha

feeing it fortified with a large bulwark, a ravelin and

cafemates at the bottom and in the ditch, was prelent-

ly convinced that la Riviere had impofed upon him, and
had only pointed out that pla^e to him in order to

make him mifcarry in his enterprize ; this put him in-

to fuch a rage, that he gave him a blow with his cane,

after which the Ibldiers of his guard knocked him ou
the head.

Whilst this cruel fcene was acfling upon Mont

Calcara^ the Turkifli army ipreading it felf over the

country,
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country, fet fire to the villages, murdered the peafants,
and carried off the cattle which they had negleded to

fecure in time within the fortified places. The mar-
(lial Copier was all this while ohferving the enemy nar-

rowly, and whenever any of them happened to draggle
from the main body for the fake of plunder, he fell

upon them, and either cut them to pieces or took them

priibners ; ^o that he, on two or three occafions, and
indifferent skirmifhes, killed above 1500 of their men,
without lofing above fourfcore of his own, among
whom the chevalier d'Elbene, of an illuftrious family
in Florence, who was killed with a musket-ball, after

having fignalized himielf in thefe private rencounters,
was particularly rcgreted.
The grand mafter permitted at firft his fbldiers to

engage in thefe skirmifhes with the Turks, in order to

enter them as it were, and to a'ccuftom them to their

looks and fiiouts; but as the refult of thefe rencounters

decided nothing, and that the leaft lois on his fide

would have been more prejudicial to him afterwards,
than the killing of a much greater number of Turks
could be of advantage, he recalled all his troops, and
fent them back to their refpeiftlve pofts, judicioufly re-

ierving them for the defence of fuch forts as ihould be
attacked.

The next day theTurks held a great council ofwar,
in order to confider of the place where they (hould be-

gin their attack. Admiral Piali, purfuant to the grand
leignior*s orders, was for attempting nothing till the
arrival of Dragut, who was daily expedled ; but the

baflia, who was unealy at what the chevalier de la Ri-
viere had told him concerning the fuccours that were

preparing, maintained, that they, before they thought
of conquering, ought,wlthout lofing a moment oftime,
to take their meaiures io well, as to prevent their being
llirprKed or vanquifhed themfelves ; that in cale the

Chriftian army fhould come fuddenly upon them, the

grand fclgnlor's fleet would be blocked up in the creek
in which it lay, and that fuppofing they fhould have

nothing of that nature to fear, it yet was not lecured

from
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from eafterly winds ; and therefore his opinion was,
thiit they, without any further delay, fhould iin.n::di-

ately lay (lege to the fort of St. Elino ; which, accord-

ing to his calculation, could noc hold oat above five or

fix days ; urging further, that they, by the taking of

it, would become mailers of the port of Marza-Mu^iet,
which was large enough to hold all ilieir fleet j when
this being once fecured, they fliould go on with more
confidence to attack the other forts and places of the

ifland. This advice was carried by a plurality of votes;

and accordingly the fiege of fort St Elmo was reiolved

upon.
This fort, as we have already obferved, was /bat-

ed on the point of a rock, at the extremity of a narrow

piece of land, which divides the two ports. It had

been built by the prior of Capua; but he had made it

too fmall ;
and whether it were, that the order was

not at that time able to defray the expences necefTary
for making it larger and more regular, or that the

prion at his placing it on the point of a rock, hadcon-

fidered it only with refpedl to the lea, and the uie that

might be made of its batteries for defending ihe en-

trance of the harbour, the event fhewed, that he had

not enough reflected upon providing for its iecurity on

the land-fide, behaving built it in a place where the

ground was fb very ftrait and narrow, that there was

no making any out works, or adding the necefTary
fortifications to it. Hovi'ever, as the ifland is one

continual rock, and only covered over in Ibme places

with a ftony foil, two or three foot in depth, the

Turkifh engineers forefaw, that the opening and

ca Tying on of their trenches, would be a tedious and

difHcuIt work, and the rather, becaufe the fort was

wrll fupplied with artillery, and likewile that it would

be impoffible for them to hinder the grand mafter from

fending luccours to it in light barks, by the way of

port Muzet, and his relieving and changing the garri-

fbn from time to time. What made their anxiety ilUl

greater was, that the viceroy of Sicily gav© out, ttio*

with much more ollentation than real eifedl, that he

would
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Would appear very foon before Malta, with the fleet of

the king his m after, in order to fight that of the fultan,

and give battle to his forces.

But the Turkifli general, wlio was an excellent of-

ficer, not any way diicouraged by thefe difficulties, re-

folved to piirfue his defign. For this purpofe, he firft

went to take a view of the place himfelf, after which,
he brought on his troops, inverted it on the land-fide,

and marked out the fpot for his camp, and the feveral

places where he would have his batteries erected.

Hereupon his troops fet to work about opening the

trenches, and making their approaches : the baflia was
lavifh of the lives of his pioneers ; and, notwithftanding
the continual fire of the place, and the hardnefs of the
rock upon which the fort was built, they at lalt

covered tTiemlclves in fbme places, and in others, where

they could not cut the rock, he made them raile para-

pets, which ferved inftead of trenches, they being
made with thick planks and beams, ftuffed behind with

earth, which they fetched at a great diftance, and
afterwards moiftened ; and, to cement it together, they
mixed it with rufh and draw, and by that means form-
ed a kind of wall which covered the (bldiers.

The Turks likewife, by help of the oxen they had
taken in the ifland, carried their cannon as far as Mont
St. Elmo ; and, after raifing their platforms, gabions
and fheds, the bafha, on the 24th of May, began to fire

from a battery often cannon, which carried a ball of
fourfcore pound weight. Befides thefe cannon, he
had two culverins that were fixty pounders, and a

bafilic, or great cannon, of a prodigious fize, which
'tis pretended fired ftone-bullets of 160 pound weight.
This artillery made a dreadful fire; and though it was
an(wered by that of the place, neverthelefs, as the fort

was fmall and narrow, there was fcarce a fliot but beat
down fome part of its works and defences. The infi-

dels ftill increafed their batteries ; fo that the bailiff of

Negrepont, who commanded in it, (aw plain enough,
that it would foon be ruined by (bch a continual fire ;

and that as the fortifications would be beat down, it

Voi.. IV. B b would
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would be impoflible for him to preferve the fort, but

by the number and courage of the garrifon.
With this notion, he fent the chevalier la Cerda

to dcfire a reinforcement from the grand mafter j and,
in Older to obtain it, that knight, vvhofe fear made
him eloquent, greatly exaggerated the danger the place
was hi. The grand mafter feemed iiirpriled at it ; and
what heightened his indignation againft him was, his

being fo imprudent as to tell him in the prefencc of
a great number of knights, that he muft not exped that

a place, which was {q weak, could pofTibly be tenable

above a week longer.
*^

Pray what lols have you fuf-
'^

tained, (replies the grand mafter) that you cry out
'^ in this manner for fuccours f Sir, aniwered la Cerda,
^^ the caftle is to be confidered as a lick perfon redu-
^^ ced exceeding low, who cannot podibly be fupport-
*'

ed, but by continual remedies and cordials. I my-
^' lelf (fays the grand mafter, with a (ecret indignation)
** will be the phyfician, and will take others with me,
*^

who, if they cannot prevail kt far as to cure you
*' of your fear, their bravery at leaft ftiall prevent
^' the infidels from making themfelves mafters of the
« caftle.*'

La Valette indeed did not flatter himfelf fo far,

as to imagine it would be poflible to hold out fb

weak a place, for any confiderable time, againft the

continual attacks of the Turks ; he was in reality con-

cerned, from the bottom of his heart, at the dangers to

which the Icnights in that poft were cxpofed : but as

the fafety of the whole ifland depended on the length
of the (lege, and that a brave defence was neceffaiy,
in order to allow the viceroy of Sicily time to advance

to his fuccour, he refolved to throw himlelf into the

fort, and there bury himlelf, rather than fee it loft by
a weak defence, and an over-hafty capitulation, which
would enable the infidels to attack the town and the

caftle of St. Angelo, the laft refource the knights and

the order would have left. LaValette was preparing to

lead this fuccour into the fort ; but the council, and

all the convent in general, oppofed it j when immedi-

ately
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ately fo^great
a number of knights ofTered themrelves,

and preded to be lent on this commiiTion, that the on-

ly trouble was, whom to make choice of for :hat pur-

pofe. The officers, whom the grand mailer pitched

upon to lead this reinforcement, were the chevaliers

Gon9ales de Medran, and la MotiC, who enteied the

fort at the head of the companies of foot undci their

command. Several knights got leave to go along with

them; and hiilorians have tranliiiitted to us the name
of one John de Sola, a Navarrele, a ferving brother,
and a brave fbldier, who carried feverai others along
with hinijwhom heJnfpired with the fame intrepidity and

refolution as himlelf ; they all, like him, bravely iofing
their lives in one attack or other. Then* places were
afterwards fupplied by feverai knights of diiTerent na-

tions ; viz. Enghfh, French, Flemings, and Ger-

mans, who, by reafon ofthe diflance of their refpedive

provinces, did not arrive in Sicily, till after the Turks
were landed at Malta, and that the caftle of St. Elmo
was befieged. The greateft part of them were fo im-

patient to (hare with their brethren in the perils of

the (lege, that they would not (lay for a convoy, but

got into light barks, and filed olT", one after another, as

opportunities offered. Upon their landing at the town,

they defired the grand mafter to give them leave to
'

throw themfelvesintQ the fort that was attacked j when

being gratified in their requeft, they immediately got
intoboats, that had neither marts nor fails; and, for fear

of being difcovered, eroded port Muzet, arid got into the

fort belieged. The grand mafter, to favour their paf^

fage, was continually cannonading the camp of the e-

r-emy from the caftle of St. Angelo, which flood upon
an eminence. A cannon-bail fired from thence, falling
into the trenches, ilruck upon a large flone, and fhat-

tered it to pieces ; one of the fhivers chanced to hit ad-

miral Piali, as he was vifiting the works, and wound-
ed him dangeroufly. His foldiers thought he was kill-

ed; and the grand mafter, obferving tlie army and fleet

were prodigioufly alarmed at this accident, he, in or-.

der to draw fome advantage fiom the confufion they
JB b 2 were
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were in, thou<;ht it a proper opportunity for the fend-

ing out a velfel to prefs the coming up of the Siciliaii

lliccours, and prevent the lofs ofthe fort : accordingly
he difpatched the chevalier de la Valette Cornuflbn,

his nephew, and the commander Salvage, a Genoeie,
to the viceroy in the night, to beg him to lofe no time

in advancing with the reinforcements which the king
his mailer had promifed j and to fend him at the fame

time two gallies of the order, which were returned

from cruiGng, and were at MelBna, and likewife all

the knights that had rendevouzed there, who, by the

help of the Spanifli fleet, might find an opportunity of

getting into the harbour. Tlie comiiiandcr dc la Va-

leite delivered him at the fame time, a particular me-

morial, with refpc(5l
to the courfe which it would be

proper for the Chriflian fleet to hold, with a copy of

the licinals to be made on both fides, either at Goza,

or in the adjoining roads that were proper for landing.

The viceroy immediately fent an exprels, to afTure him

of a fpeedy reinforcement, and that he would fliip
it off

by the 15 th of June at farthefl, defiring him in the

mean time to be always fupplying the fort of St. Elmo

with frefh troops, in order to prevent the Turks from

getting pofTefTion
of it. The grand mafter, to encoa-

ra'^e the garrilbn, acquainted
them with the news he had

received from the viceroy. The chevalier de Medran,

who led the laft reinforcement that had been fent thi-

ther, made a fally
to retard the approaches oftheTurks;

fell into their trenches, furprifed them, and by the

help of the artillery of the caftle, which was continual-

ly firing upon them, he at firft cut to pieces all that

flood in his way. But the Turks, recovering from their

furprile,
rallied in great numbers, charged again, and,

after an obftiuate engagement, recovered their trenches,

and forced the Chriflians to retire into the fort. Un-

happily for the Chriflians, the wind blew very ftrong,

and drove back the fmoke of the artillery, which ga-

thered like a thick cloud over the counterfcarp. The

Turks, alTifted by this obfcurity, feized upon it unper-

ceived!where they made a lodgment with trees,beams,
wool-
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wool-facks, and gabions, which they had in readlnefs/

and at the fame time railed a battery upon it.

As foon as the finoke was blown off, the foldiers

in the fort were ftrangely furprized to fee Turkifh co-

lours planted upon the counterfcarp ; and the infidels,

beginning to play from thence upon the ravelin, which,
not being of a due height, was expofed to the fire of

their fmall arms, fo that not a man of the befieged
could (hew his head, but he was immediately killed

by the janizaries, who were excellent marks-men : for

which reafon, captain de la Cerda propofed the under-

miningand blowingof it up, for fear, as he faid, left the

infidels fhould make a lodgment in that advanced work.

But they rejected this advice, which did not much
redound to his honour, as they fulpeded it was given

by a man, who was unealy at the fight of danger, and

who did not value what became of the fiege, provided
he could but fee it at an end.

Whilst the Chriftians and infidels were thus con-

tinually engaged, Uluchialy a renegado, a famous cor-

fair, joined the Turkifh fleet with fix gallies, which
he had brought from Alexandria, having 900 land-forces

on board ; and a few days after, Diagut viceroy of

Tripoli came up with 1600 more, on board thirteen

gallies and two galliots. We have already oblerved,
that the grand feignior had fo high an efleem for his

valour and capacity, that he had given exprefs orders

to his generals, both by fea and land, not to undertake

any thing without his advice. His peribnal merit, and

particularly the credit he had at the porte, was tiie oc-

cafion of their receiving him with a ialvo of all the

artillery, and the higheft marks of deference and di-

ftindlion ; and, as loon as he was landed, he went ta
vifit the camp, and the principal places of the ifland.

Whatever meafures he might keep wit"h the ge-
nerals with relped to civility, he yet could not help
diicovering that he di'approved their having begun the

cnterprize whh the fiege effort St.Elmo. He pretend-
ed, that they ought firfl to have attacked the caftle of

Goza, and afterwards the Notable citj^ which liipplied*
B b 3 the

'
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the town and the caftle of St. Angelo with providons ;

alledglng, that they, by the taking of thole places,
would not only have cutofFthebrcafts that fed the reft

oftheifland, bat, which was of much greater confe-

quence, would have flopped up all the avenues by
which the Chriftians pretended to throw fuccours into

the iiland.

The bafha, though inverted with the poft of gene-
ral, was nevertheleis afraid of the corfair^s credit ; and

therefore repreibnted to him, that they, in order to

lecure the grand feignior's fleet from the violence of the

winds, and from being furpriied by the Chriftian for-

ces, had been obliged to begin with attacking the fort,

as the taking of it would open them a paflfage into

port Muzet ; that however the fiege was not fo far ad-

vanced but they might raile it,and tranfportthe army to

Goza, or inveft he city, if he thought proper.
" That

** would not be an improper ftep,repliedDragut,if things
'* had not been carried to too great lengths ; but after
'*

opening of the trencheSjand attacking the fort for fe-

** veral days, there will be no railing the fiege without
^'

expoilng his highnefs's glory, and perhaps dilheartn-
**

ing tlie foldiers," His opinion therefore was, that

ihey ihoiiid employ all theforces of the army in order

to go through the enterprize with honour ; and as a

proof that the liberty he bad taken of fpeaking his fenti-

mentsdidnot arile from any mean envy and a fpirit of

malignity, the common vice of courtiers, he, from the

moment it was re Tolved that they fliould continue the

(lege, employed hi.nftlf in it with as much courage
and alUduity as if he had been anfwerable for its fuc-

ceis. No general officer Icarce ever fhewed greater in-

trepidity : he Ipent whole days together in the trenches

and on the batteries. He was mafter of a great many
talents, but was pa.ticularly skilled in the management
and diredion of the artillery, in which no one excell-

ed him ; this had been his lirfl: profeflion, as has been

already dt>;cn/ed in the foregoing book: by his orders,

they, on rhe fiift of June, railed a fecond battery paral-

lel to the firit, but which was nearer the fort j and,
ia
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in order to keep up a continual fire, they played fuc-

cefilvely one after another upon a cavalier that covered
the fort. He likewife planted four cannon towards

port Muzet, to batter it on that fide, and two others
on the counterfcarp, which fliot downwards into the

ditch, and played upon the calemate ; and moreover,
fent four culverins from his gallies to the point at the
entrance of port Muzet, which ever iince that time has
been called Cape Dragiit, or Diagut's point, where
he planted them in order to batter the flank of the ra-

velin and the cavalier, and all the weftern-fide of the
fort.

The Tui^i{h musketeers firing continually upon the

javelin, their engineers faliied out of the trenches un-
der the cover of the fire, and advanced openly with

great rcfolution to the foot of the ravelin, in order to

view the effed of their batteries, without meeting with
the lead oppofition. Whether it were that the cen-

^

tinel was killed or afleep on his poft, or whether it

was the fault of the ofEceis in not going the rounds

themielves, but leaving it to ;he common Ibldiers, no
one appeared, or offered to difturb them, fo that thefe

engineers viewed the ravelin at their leifure, and ob-
fervedthat there was no going from the cavalier to that

outwork, but by akindof bridge made of a few planks.
They likewile diicovered a port- hole for cannon made
fo very low, that one of the engineers getting upon
another's (boulders, looked through it, and law the
Chriftian Ibldiers lying care'ef^ly extended on the

ground and fall afleep. Thefe made their report; and a

body of the Turks foon advanced, who, clapping their

Jadders to the ravelin, got into it by the port-hole, and
cut moft of the Chriftians to pieces : thole who awoke
firft, leeing luch a number of enemies about them, took
to their heels ; and ieveral, to avoid falling by the
Turkifh iabres, th ew themielves headlong from the

bridge into the ditch. The Turks purfued their ad-

vantage, and leaped upon the bridge, in order to get
into the cavalier, but were ftopped by the lerjeant- ma-

jor Guerara^ who^ upon hearing the nolle, had run

thither
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thilhcr with Ibme fbldiers. He was fbon fultciined by
the chevaliers de Vercoyran and de Median, who came

up with their companies, as did the bailiff oFNegre-
pont at the head of leveral knights. They now fought
on a more equal foot, and the Turks were prefent-

ly repulled; and as the ravelin had no defence on the

fide next the cavalier and the fort, the Chridians level-

led two cannon to play upon.it, which, as it made Ibme
havock among the iniidels, gave the Ciiriftians room
to hope that they fhonld recover it. But Multapha or-

dered feveral detachments of foot to advance, who,
not valuing the fire, threw themfelves into the ravelin,

and the pioneers coming up with wool-lacks, gabi-

ons, falcines, and planks, they made a lodgment, and

all the efforts of the Chriftians cojld not drive them
out.

The Turks did not flop here; but feeing the bailiff

and the knights retire into the cavalier, by a way that

led up to it from the bottom of the ditch, they with a

boldnefs which the hopes of victory infpired them

with, threw themielves into it fword in hand, and pur-
fued them with an eagernefs which nothing could flop
but the artillery of the fort, and a fhower of fire-works,

ftones, musket and cannon (hot, which made fuch

llaughter among them, that they were forced to give
over the purfuit, and retire out of the ditch. 'Tis

faid, however, that they, after rallying again, and re-

ceiving a frefh reinforcement, returned into it a fecond

time, by a breach which was made in the counterfcarp;

and, clapping their ladders to the fort, they mounted in

Ihoals, and with fuch intrepidity and refolution, that

it would have been hard to judge of thefuccefs of this

laft attack, had not their ladders by good luck proved
too fhort. In fine, they were at laft forced to aban-

don them, but not without loflng abundance of men j

this engagment, which lafted from day-break till noon,
coft them, as we are told, near ^000 of the braveft

troops in their army. The order likewile, befides the

lofs of the ravelin, had twenty of its knights and near

an hundred Ibldiers killed. The bailiff of Negrepont,
the
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the ferjeant-major Guerara, the chevalier Adoine, and

la Roche Perura, a young Caftilian knight, were

wounded. Hiftorians relate, that the chevalier Abel

de Bridiers of la Gardampe being (hot in the body,
with a muskct-bail, and ibme of his brother knights

offering to help him, and carry him to a place where

he might have his wound dreiTed, he, after having^
thanked them for their offer, faid,

" Don't trouble
*'

yourfelves about me, I am a dead man ; your care
*' will be better employed in the defence of our farviv-

*'
ing brelhren." After which, he crawled to the

chapel of the fort, and, commending his foul to God,

expired before the altar, where he was found dead.

The wounded were by the grand mailer's leave carried

in the night-time to the town, in order to their being
looked after ; and an hundred men were lent the fame

way to fupply their places, under the command of the

chevalier Vagnon. The artillery of the fort, and the

batteries of tlie caftle of St. Angelo and the ifle de la

Sangle, were very ferviceable in fecuring their palTage ;

and though the Turks had planted two cannon on the

top of the grotto of Alicata, which played upon that

part where there was entrance into the fort, and that

the janizaries, who were excellent arquebuliers, and

who ufed muskets of a large bore, that carried at a

great diftance, were continually firing upon the fhorc

that lay neareft to the fort ; they, neverthelefs, had not

yet been able to cut off this communication, nor hinder

the paifage ofthe little reinforcements, which the grand
mafter lent thither.

'TwAS with great concern that he, upon the return

of the wounded, received the particulars of the lofs of

the ravelin, and the ieveral circumftances in this laft

engagement ; nor was his indignation lefs, to fee that

la Cerda, under pretence of a flight wound, 4:he marks

ofwhich were fcarcely vifible, had put himfelf in the

number of the wounded. This cowardice, the like of

which had never been known before in the order, was

a fenlible affliction to la Vallette ; and though he

pitied his weakncis; he neverthelefs had him arrcfted

and
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and fent to prlfon ; a puniflimcnt ftill too mild for 3

man, who, during the whole time of the fiege, had
ufed all the cunning and addrefs he was mafter of, on-

ly to get out of the way of danger.
The bailiff of Negrepont, ^nd the commander Bro-

glio, had leave lent them by the grand mafter to return

to the convent ; but they, though wounded, and very

antient, refufed it with great reiblution, and anfwer-

C(\j that they only defired leave to lole their lives in

their pofts, and die in the bed of honour. Thefe ve-

nerable knights, whofe faces were burnt and di^ngured
bv the heat of the (im, were always under arms, and
never ftirred from thole places where there was molt

clanger ; and though they were almoft worn out with

old age, they neverthelefs laboured in carrying earth

to thofe places that ftood in need of being fortified,

and were continually lending a helping hand to the

other knights j Ibme of whom, by realbn of the nar-

rownefs of the place, were continually wounded. No-

thing was there feen but cripples, arms hanging ia

flings, and mangled limbs that had been fhot off, and

which lay fcattered up and down for want of their

having had time to bury them ; and neverthelefs, thefe

men, the greateft part of whom had but half of them-

felves left, flill preierved their courage entire, did ier-

vice about the artillery, crawled to the breaches, and

appeared with intrepidity in all places.
The grand mafter fent them from time to time all

the reinforcements the place could contain; but as

there was Icarce a day in which the continual fire of

the enemy did not deftroy a confiderable number of

the knights and foldiers, he fent offa bark in the night-
time for Sicily, with letters to the viceroy, by which
he acquainted him with the extremity to which the

fort was reduced, and exprefled his furpriie at his not

having yet attempted to lend back the two gallies of

the order to Malta, with the knights who waited on-

ly for that opportunity, in order to repair to their re(-

pedlive pofts, as their duty required ; he likeways de-

fired him to fend an immediate reinforcement of a:

thouiand
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tlioufand foldlers, in order to fupply the lofs of tliofe

Avho perifhed daily in the fort- The viceroy's con-

dudl, and the little eagernefs he diicovered to get the

king of Spain's fquadrons together, made hiin appre-

henfivf, that he would never refolve with himfelfto

try the fate of a Tea engagement, and therefore told

him, at the conclufion of his letter, that provided he
would land only eight thoufand men in the ifland, he
did not queftion but he fhould be able, with that re-

inforcement, and the troops he had left, to force the

enemy to raife the (lege, and reimbark on board their

fhips. The viceroy had no fooner received it, but he

immediately fent back Salvago, who, by the grand
mailer's orders, had continued near his perfon to ha-

ften the fuccours, and another knight along with him,
called Miranda, one of the mod diflinguiihed, as well

as the moft zealous of the whole order ; charging them
to afTure the grand mafter, that he would not lofe a

moment's time in getting together fuch a fleet as fhould

be fuflicient to bring him the fuccours he expe<5led ;

but that he had not as yet fhips and gallies enough to

hazard a battle with the Turkifh fleet ; that he want-
ed thofe of the order, which he delired him to (end

furthwith, the better to forward the embarkation of
the troops.
The two knights went on board a light brigantine,

and took the two Maltele gallies, which the viceroy
had detained in the port of SaragofTa, by way of con-

voy, till they had doubled cape PalTaro, when they lent

them back, becaufe they could not advance nearer the

port without being difcovered j after which they made
a (hift to get in the dark to port Muzet, and landed as

near as they could to fort St. Elmo. They (layed there

all the next day ; and, after having vifited the feveral

pofts of the place, and leen the ill condition it was in,

they went on board again the night following, and
landed at the town, to wait upon the grand mafter.

He was prodig'oufly furprifed to fee them arrive with-

out any reinforcement, and efpecially without the two

gallies of the order, and to find that the viceroy, not

fatisfied
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by the help oFfafcines, gabions, and wool-lacks, raifed

the ravelin higher than the pas apei oi the place, To that

they could lee every thing that palFed within. rhe
next thing they did, was to plant two cannon upon
it ; the continiial fiie of which, with that of their fmall

arms, hindered the ibldiers from coming near the pa-

rapet, fo that they were forced to run trenches up to

it, and mai ch through a fubterraneous paflage in order

to get thither. The baflia, to ruin this de^ncc, eir^

ployed fome mafts, fail-yards, and large planks, to

frame a bridge broad enough for fix men to go a-breaft;
and for fear the Chriftians fhould throw fire -works

upon it, in order to burn it down, they covered it with
earth to a certain height. The Turks, by the help of
this bridge, and the continual fire from the ravelin,

pierced as far as the parapet, and fell to fapping as well

as undermining the wall. La jMiranda, who ran to

evci y place where there was mofl: danger, perceiving
their dcfign, was not very unealy about the mine,
which the infidels were endeavouring to run under a

place where, he was very ienfible, they would meet
with a rock that would be too hard for their tools to

cntei^.

But as their fap would infenfibly ruin the parapet,
he made them raile another behind it, which he forti-

fied with a good ditch, and lined it with artillery; and
the night following he made a fally at the head of the

braveft Ibldiers of the garriibn. Whilft one part of
them amufed the enemy with a falfe attack, by pre-

tending to fall upon their trenches ;
the reft crept un-

der the bridge, fet fire to it, and never ftirred till they
faw it all over in a flame. The Turks, however, with

indefatigable labour, repaired it the next day, and in

the evening got down into the ditch, and clapped their

ladders to the foot of the wall, as ifthey intended to

make an aflault, when the knights immediately pre-
sented themlelves upon the breach with their ufual in-

trepidity. The iofidels thereupon retired on a fudden,

having made that motion only to oblige them to fliew

themlelves ; and^ at the fame time, their artillery, which
was
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was charged with cartridge-fliot, made fjch a terrible

fire, that there were more knights of the cider loil

on this occafion, than had been before in the warm-

eft attacks.

Those who were left, feeing the ravclia taken,

which laid all the fort open, an%:ommanded'it; moft

ofthe\r cannon difmounted, and their defences ruined ;

large breaches made, and few fbldiers to defend them;

fent a deputation to the grand mafter, by which iihey

reprefent to him the deplorable condition of the place,

and defn-c him to fend boats to carry them over to the

town, and by that means prevent their being taken by
ftorm. The bcfieged pitched upon the chevalier Me-

dran for this difagreeabie commilTion, as being a per-

ibii whom the grand mafter greatly efteemed for his

valour : lb that his report could not be fuipedcd of

weaknefs or cowardice. He told la Valette plainly,

that the fort was no longer tenable, and that if they

fhould obftinateiy refolve to continue there but even a

few days more, llich a defence would be of no ufe, and

only ferve to deftroy the reft of the garrifon ; and that

nothing could pofTibly be of greater advantage to the

Turks, than the order's fending from time to time new

reinforcements into a place which was fo dilrnantled j

that it would infenfibly confume the troops neceftary

for the defence of the other fortrefles of the illand: he

concluded with declarhig, that he was, neverthelefs,

commiffioned to alTure him of the blind and implicit

obedience of the knights and garrifon, whatever refo-

lution he might think fit to take.

The grand mafter acquainted the council with the

occafion of the chevalier de Medran's coming, and the

condition of the fort and garrilbn. Moft ot'the great

crofTes, who compoied the council, were for abandon-

ing a place that fwallowed up, as it were, its defend-

ers, and whicli, by inlenfible degrees, ^under a pre-

tence of being reinforced, would drain the other for-

treffes of their garrifons. Thefe motives were juft
and

reafonahle ; notwithftanding which, the grand mafter

was of a contrary opinion : he agreed indeed that the

C c 2 fort
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fort was not tenable, and even owned that he could not

help bewailing the fate of the knights, who, in fo dan-

gerous a pod, were expofed to be daily knocked on

the head ; but he infifted that there are Ibme circuai-

ftances, in which it is necelFary to hazard fbme of the

limbs, in order to fave the whole body ; that he had

received good information of the viceroy's having de-

clared, that in cafe the fort fhould be either taken or

abandoned, he would not hazard the fleet and forces

of his mafter, to fave the reft of the ifland ; fo that

the whole fafety of Malta depended entirely on the

Jength of the ficge,and thatit was ablblutely neceifary,

let it coft. the order what it would, to fpin it out aj

lono- as poiTible, The council came over to his opini-

on ; when he, in concurrence with them, ordered Mc-

dran to reprefent, in his name, to the knights within

the fort, that the prcfcrvation, or utter lofs of the

ifland, and perhaps of the order itfclf, depended on

the time they Ihould hold out the place ; that they
fhould call to mind the vows they had made at their

profcfTion ; and that they were obliged to facrifice

their lives for the defence of the order; that he would

not fail to fend them reinforcements, which ihould be

as ftrong as the fmallnefs of the fort would admit of ;

and that he was refolved, whenever it fhould be ne-

ceffary, to throw himfelf into the place, and there die

with them.

When Mcdran reported this anfwer, feveral

knights, efpecially the mcft antient among them, pro-

tefted they would bury themfelves under the ruins of

the fort, rather than abandon it ; but the greateft part

of them, as well as fome officers of the garrifon,

thought the anfwer harfti and cruel, and complained

that the council, and a fet of men who had no fiiare in

the danger, were for expofing them to the flaughter,

and to certain death, without the leaft profpeft of ad-

vantage. Thefe murmurs rofe higher, on occaflon of

a mine, which the Turks were endeavouring to run

under the firft parapet ; upon which they drew up a

letter to the grand maft&r, by which they defired leave

to
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to retire into the town ; it was figned by fiuy-threc

knights : they further declared, that in cafe they did

not lend boa[s for them the next night, in order to

carry them off from a place, where they were all go-

ing to be deiboyed, they were abiolutely bent to take

a delperate rcfolution, to fally out and be killed /word
in hand, rather than continue in the fort, to no
other purpo'e than to be imothered under its ruins; or,
in caie of its being taken by ftorm, to have their

throats cut like fo many bealts, and be expo(ed to all

the tormenls, which the ingenious cruelty of the Bar-

barians are ever lure of inventing.
The commander du Cornet was the bearer of this

letter ; the grand mailer read it with great trouble and

indignation ; but as he was inipired with a courage
that was fuperior even to the worft events, he wrote
them word back, that it was not enough for them to

loie their lives fword in hand, in order to die with ho-

nour, which they ieemed lb fond of, but that they
muft likeways loIe them in the pra<^ice of the obedi-
ence which they owed him. and in the occafions
which he fhouid prelcribe them ; that in cafe they
fhouid defert the fort, and he fiiould fend boats to fetch

them
oflr', they muft never expe6l to be relieved by the

viceroy ; that the Turks would not fail to inveft and

beflege the town the next moment, where they would

inevitably meet with the death they fo vainly hoped to

efcane, by Icandaloufly deiertinga poft, the defence of
which had been committed to them by the order ; and

that, arter all, they had no realbn to be under any ap-

prehenlions from mines, as they were in a fort that

was built on one continued rock. In fine, la Valette,
in hopes of reviving their drooping courage, or rather

in order to gain lime, fent three commifhoners thither,*
with orders to bring him a jufl account of the conditi-

on of the place, and how many days it might hold out

longer.
C c 3 These

* Tlic commander <3e Medina, a Spaniard ;
the chevalier de

k Roche, a Frenchman
j

the chevalier Callriotj an Itahan.
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These commiflioners, upon their arrival, fpoke in

terms of the higheft civility and mildnels to all the

knights who were afTembled to receive them ; they

highly extolled the courage and relolution which they
had hitherto fhewn, and exhorted them not to tarnifli

the luftre of their glory and reputation by an over-ha-

fty retreat. Such of the knights as had figned the let-

ter to the grand maftcr, before they would make any
anfwer, dellred them to vifit all the ports ofthe place.

They fhewed them that it was entirely commanded by
the exhaufTement, or high work, which the Turks,
lince their taking of the ravelin, had railed dole to it^

and that they might judge from the fmallnefs and nar-

rownels of the fort, that it was impolTible but they
muft lofe abundance of men every day, though indeed

they could not be fo thoroughly fenfible of it, as if

they had felt all the fury, and lecn the havock of their

great and fmall (hot ; and that after all, the more men

they (hould fend thither, the greater would be the lofs,

as it was a place where they had not room and earth

fufficlent to intrench themfelves.

Two of the commiflioners, both men ofjudgment
and experience, were for trying what complaifance
could do ; and, in order therefore to bring over the

malecontents, they owned that they could not poffibly

imagine how they had been able to hold out (o long
in a little fort, which was fo difmantled, that it ap-

peared to be no more than a heap of rubbifh j after

which they added, that they ftiil flaitered themfelves,

that they, who were iiich brave kn'ghts, would rouze

their innate valour, which alone would enable them to

hold it out fomc days longer, and, by that means, give
the viceroy time to come to their relief, and raile the

fi-ge. The third commifTioner was named Conflantine

Ca(lriot,aGrcek prince, and defcended, as we are told,

from the houfe of the famous Scanderbeg, the hero of

Albania, and of allChriftendom. Caftriot, who was

iiatuially hot and furious in his zeal, without any re-

gard to the temper ar,d complaifance of his colleagues,

warmly maintained, that the place was not yet redu-

ced
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ced to fiich extremity, but that it might hold out fome

time longer ; that there were leveral ways of iecuring
the fort from the artillery of the ravelin ; that there

was room on the infide of the breach to make cuts and

intrenchments, which might be well lecured with

paliladoes j and that every body knew it was im-

pofTible to undermine a place which was built upon a

rock.

The knights, to whom he diredled his difcourfc,

took it for an affront, as if he had intended to reproach
them with either not underftanding the arts of war, or

their not having courage enough to put in practice the

dangerous expedients and remedies it prefcribes. This

alone was fi ificient to raife the moft unhappy difputes;

every one maintained his fcntiments with vehemence ;

the dilpute grew hot, when fome of the moft paffionatc

knights cried out, that they muft ablblutely keep fuch

an able man in the place, and oblige him to put his

own klTons in pradlice ; and accordingly they ran to

the gate of the fort in order to feize it, and keep him
in. A dangerous tumult^ of which the Turks might
have taken advantage, was going to break out, when
the bailiff of Negrepont, and la Miranda, found a way
to appeafe it, by caufing an alarm to be founded,
which obliged all the knights to run to their refpec-
tive polls.

The commiiTioners, at their return to the town,

gave the grand mailer an account of the ill condition

the place was in, and told him frankly, that they did

rot believe the garrilbn could be able to Hand an ap
fault. Caltriot, on the contrary, either through fond-

nefs for his lirft opinion, or perhaps through refent-

ment at what had paffed between him and the knights,

pietended that the pUce was Hill tenable; and, at the

fame time, offered the grand maftcr, provided he

would give him leave, to levy Ibme troops in theifiand,

to throw himfelf into the fort, and hold it out againft

all the efforts of the infidels, till the fuccours fliould

arrive.

Pro*
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Probably there might be more courage and refb*

lution ill thele aiTeriions, than knowledge of the real

condition of the place; and the grand mafter knew

very well what he had to trait to; bat as he was under

an ablblute necelfity ofprolonging the fiege at any rate,

he accepted Callriot's offer, hoping to make ufe of it

for levcral purpoles. Accordingly, he gave him great
encomiums in public, and the bifhop of Malta, actuat-

ed by a zeal fo becoming his dignity, in concert with

him, advanced the fums iiecefTary for making the new
levies that were to relieve the knights; and according-

ly, they immediately beat up for them in the town and

fortrelles. A confiderable number of the inhabitants

of the country, and Ibme of the chief citizens hfted

themielves; and there was an emulation w4io (hould

enter into the fervice firft. The knights who were ia

the fort, heard this news with a lurpriie that was mix-

ed whh vexation ;
and what encrealed it ftill more,

was the grand mailer's writing to them afterwards in

harfh and dry terms, and with an air of ftate, that he

was ready to give them their dilcharge ; that for one

knight, who leemed to defpair of holding out the fiege

any longer, ten brave ibldiers offered themielves, who
were infpired with a true fpirit of zeal and courage,
and eagerly fought to obtain leave to throw themielves

into the fort ; that he would immediately fend a new

garriibn to relieve them ; that thsy had no more to do

but to deliver up their polls to the officers who were to

head it, and that they might come back to the town ia

the veffels on which the others were to be tranlported.
** Return my brethren, laid he, to the convent ; you
" will be more in fafety there ; and as for me, I Ihall

** then be leJs in pain about the prefervation of fort St.

** Elmo, tho' it be of fuch importance, that the preier-
'* vation of the ifland, and all our order, depends en-
'*

tirely upon it."

These few lines were written with an air of ib

much indifference, and even contempt, that the difcon-

tented knights were piqued to the lail degree. They
c-ould pot lb much as think of delivering up the place

to
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to the new foldiers and recruits, without being fenfiblc

of the (hame and confuGon they were going to bring

upon themielves in the fight of the whole order.
*' How (laid they one to another) (hall we be able to

*^ bear the fight of the grand mafter, and tlie reproach
" of our fellow knights ? And if this new garrifon
*' fiiould have the good fortune to hold out the place
'*

till fuch time as the fuccours arrive, what corner of
*^ the earth (hall we be able to find, remote enough
^^ from all human foclcty to retire to, and there to bury
*' our fliame and confufion ?" Ftill of thefe fad re-

fle61ions, they refolved to \Qk. their lives to a man, ra-

ther than give up their poft to the new foldiers, or aban-

don the place to the Turks ; and accordingly intreat-

ed the bailiff of Negrepont,and the commander Broglio
to acquaint the grand mailer with their repentance, and

the relblution they had made to lofe the lafi: drop of

their blood in the defence of the place. As it was ftill

day-light, and that they were defirous of preventing
the arrival of the boats, the governor diipatched an ex-

cellent fwimmer with a letter to him, in which he took

notice of the happy change ; and, in the name of the

malecontents, begged him to pardon their fault, and

give tliem leave to wipe it out by an intrepidity and

refblution that v/ould be proof againft the greatell
•

dangers.
This repentance was juft what the grand mafter

wanted to bring the malecontents to j and, tho' he had

foreleen it, and even paved the way to it, by the

jealoufy and emulation which he infpired, he neverthe-

lels thought proper not to comply with the governor's

requeft at firft ; and therefore told him in his letter,

that he would always prefer a body of new troops
that obeyed the laws of military difcipline to a number
of old warriors, who pretended to be above controul.

The knights, in a confternation at his fteadinefs and

relblution, begged pardon in the moft Ilibmilfive terms.

LaValette, confidering that it would be dangerous to

drive them to defpair, fuffcred himfelf to be wrought

upon, and was plealed to be pacified ; accordingly, the

ncv;



3i(5' Hljlory of the Knight t of y\.A-LT h,

new levies were difmiffed, and the inhabitants were
ient back to their reipedive polls which had been ai-

figned them before Caftriot's propofal.
During thefe tranfa^lions, the commander Salvago

was' returned back into Sicily, and, landing at Syragola,
he found the viceroy dill ftarting one excufe or other,

to defer the departure of the fuccours ; for which

reafon, he, in the grand mailer's name, ordered the

the commander de CornuiTon, that prince's nephew,and
the commander dc St. Aubin, captains of the two gal-
lies of the orderwhich were in that port, to embark im-

mediately for Malta, and to carry thither all the knights
snd volunteers who were arrived in that place, toge-
ther with a company of foot which had been levied at

the order's expence, and was commanded by the che-

valier Auguftin Ricca. Thefe two galiies, with this

little re-inforcement on board, got, after various work-

ings, into the ifle of Goza. Their defign was to land

in the fafeft creek or road of Malta. But they were

prevented by Dragut, who had notice of their depar-
ture from the fpies he kept in Sicily, and had therefore

fent feveral fquadrons along the coafts, to hinder the

Chriftian velTels from coming near them.

The knights who commanded the two galiies, not

thinking proper to liazard the reinforcement they were

carrying to Malta, againft the fuperior forces of Dra-

gut, refolved to return toSyragofa. Their departure was
a very lenfible afflidlion to the grand mafter, he having

depended on that little reinforcement in order to repair
the continual lolfes he fuffered in the defence of the

fort. Accordingly, he reprimanded his nephew in the

fevereft terms upon that account, and told him in his

letters, with a kind of contempt, that glory was very
leldom the fiiare of a captain who acted with fo much
caution ; and added, that it was the duty of a knight
of Malta, to dare more than any other warrior.

He wrote by the fame expreis, to the commander

Salvago, who continued near the viceroy's perlbn, in

order to haften the fuccours, and prels the departure of

the licet J ordering him to acquaint that nobleman with

the
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tlie extremity to which fort St. Elmo was reduced,

and to befeech him, in cafe all his forces were not yet

joined, to (end him at leaft the two gallies of the or-

der ; to reinforce them with two others ofthe fquadron
of Sicily, and to put on board them all fuch knights and

volunteers as were at his court, and in the ports of that

jiland, together with a regiment of foot to fill up the

places of fuch foldiers of the order, as were either dead,

or difabled by their wounds.

The viceroy, who ever made pompous promifes,

and who, in hopes to frighten the Turks, was eternal-

ly talking of the great preparations he was making for

the reliefof Malta, would in Ibme meafure have given
himielf the lye, had he declined fending fo fmall a re-

forcement. In order therefore to keep the world ftill

in a belief of the advantageous reports he had fpread

with relation to his forces, he appointed two gallies to

fet out immediately, with the two belonging to Malta,

without waiting for the great reinforcement ; and at

the lame time ordered Melchior Robles, colonel of the

Sicilian brigade, to go on board the gallies with his

regiment. But this embarkation, was, by the affefled

dilatorinefs of both land and fea-ofHcers, deferred from

day to day, under various pretences : and the viceroy,

who was not for dividing his forces, at the very time

that he boafted even of the fervice he fhould do the or-

der by this Imall reinforcement, gave fecret orders to

prevent its letting out.

Though every thing feemed to confpire againft

the fort*s receiving any reinforcement, the grand ma-

tter did not, upon that account, abate any thing of his

ufual vigilance and adivity : by his orders they were

continually lending recruits to the befieged by night,

together with provifions, ammunition, and fire works.

He had himfelf invented one of a particular fort, proper

to be ufed at an alTault : they made hoops of very light

wood, which were lirft dipped in brandy, or elle rub-

bed over with boiling oil, then covered them with

wool or cotton, which they fteeped in other combu-

ftibie liquors, mixed with lalt-petre and gun-powder ;

after
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after this preparation was grown cold, they repeated it,

as above, three feveral times, and, when an aflault was

made, they fet thele hoops on fire, took them up with

tongs, and threw them into the thickeftof the enemy's
battalions ; when two or three foldiers, being hooked

together in thefe burning hoops, they had no way to

efcape being burnt alive, but by plunging immediately
into the water, and flaying there till the fire was ex-

tinguifhed. The knights who defended the fort had
the utmoft need of all thcfe different fuccours, to op-

pofe fuch f jrmidable enemies as they had to deal with.

From the 17th of June to the 14th of July, not a

finglc day paflTed without ibme engagement; as the fort

was but indifferently flanked, the infidels daily attempt-
ed to carry it by fcalado ; but were as often repulled
with the lofs of their braved: foldiers. The baflia, a-

fhamed at having thrown away fo much time before a

place, whofe fortifications were fo weak, refolved to

come before it on the 1 6th, with all his forces, and

give a general alTault. To facilitate the attack, he

employed the 15th in battering the breach, when the

artillery playing all day long without intermiffion, the

wall was entirely demoliflied, to the very rock 011

which it had been built.

On the i6th of June, the day appointed for the af-

fault, the Turkifh gallies drew up by day-break over

againft the caflle towards the fea, and battered it with

all the artillery of their fliips ; at the fame time that a

land battery, of thirty fix large cannon, beat to pieces
all the fortifications that were left flanding. TheTurks,
at the beat of drum, and found of their hautboys, and

other barbarous inftruments, entered the ditch which

they had almofl filled up; and no iboner was a cannon

fired, which was the fignal for the afTault, but they all

ran on with great refolution. Four thoufand archers,

or arquebuliers, being }>lanted in the trenches, were of

great fcrvice to them by the continual fire they made

upon thofe who apfieared on the breach. It was lined

with feveral ranks ofChr'ftian foldiers, in which they,

between every three foldiers, had placed a knight, in

order
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crder to fuflaln and encourage them. This was the

only ftrengih and defence of the caftlc. Thc(e brave

warriors, with their half-pikes in their hand, formed a
kind of new wail, that was proof againft all the efforts

of the enemy, who ibon began the attack, which was
the warmcft that had been made ever fince the begin-

ning of the fiege : for it often happened, that the Chri-
ftians and Turks, after having Ipent their fire, and
broke their fwords and pikes, grappled together, when
the dagger determined the fate of the combatants, ac*

cording to their vigour or adivity. The great and
fmall fliot played on both fides without intermiffion,
«nd each party annoyed his adverfary with fire-works :

'twas on this occ.\fion that the burning hoops above-
mentioned were ofgieat fervice to the Chriftians ; they
threw them into the midft of their enemies, when moft
of thole who were caught in them were burnt alive.

The cries of thele wre.ches, tho.'e of the combatants,
the groans of the wounded and expiring, the noiieand
thunder of the cannon and muskets ; all this /pread a
khid of terror on both fides which neverthele/V could
not n-vake the Turks retire, nor would the knights a-
bandon an inch of ground.
The diftance between fort St. Elmo and the cafi:Ic

of St ^ngelo and the town, was no more than the
breadth of the harbour, lb that one could plainly fee
from thence all that paflcd in this terrible and bloody
enpagrmcn:. Tlic knights, and the people who wcic
ipe61ators of it, were very uneafy, and in pain about
the luccefj- of it, and appeared as

pallionafely concein-
cd, as if they themielvcs had ftood ihe afi^aulr j [o ihat-

one might fee
alternately, by their cries and in their

change of counrenance,a livelyimage of ihe advantages
or loffes of either party The grand mafter, whofe
courage and capacUy would not fuffer hiirrin particu-
lar to be an i('le lpe<^aior of the combat, fired con-

tinually i:p(Mi the hefipgeisfiom the batteries of the
caftle of St. Angelo, the town, and the ifie de la

Sangle.
Vol. IV. TidL Whilst
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Whijst the ifland was in a manner all over in a
flame, thiity Turkifli rals, or galley-officers, obferv-

ing that all the forces of the bcfieged were drawn to
the

c^isarter where the afTault was made, endeavoured
to make them.'eKes mafters of a bulwark that was not
fb well guarded ; accordingly they clapped ladders
to the wall, and got tp lo ihe point ot ihe baitioii

wJihout any oppolition ; which the grand mafter per-
cei'. hig. immediaicly levelled two cannon on that fide,

and killed >wenry of them wiih the fiift ducharge ;

which fiif^htening the ten remaining, ihey fled away as

fall as pofTibie to their trenches.

Tb e Turks had no better lliccels at the great cava-

lier, which covered the front of the fort. They had
battel cd it for a long time together,with all their ariil-

le)y without being able even lo mu;ch as to move that

unwieldy moi nta^n of earth, which Ibpported itielf by
its own weight They afterwa. ds attempted to icale

it, and wiih great I ravery mounted up their ladders

fword in hand; but the chevalier John Anihon) Giug-
gho, an Italian, who commanded in that poll, being
Well ieconded by feveral other knights, and particular-

ly by a (erving brother of the town of Marieilles, call-

ed Chanaut. they threw the flaming hoops abovemen-
tiontd with lo much dexterity, that the Tuiks, ter-

rified at thee machiires, abandoned the attack. Not
even the mcft intrepid janizary who advanced boldly
fabie in hand to attack the bravcft knight, but aban-

doned his pell at the fight of the e burning hoops, and

fled away with pieci^itation; nor could all the pray-

ers, the threats or blows of his officers prevail upon
him to flop his flight. At length, the knights, after

having full/'ned an afTault for fix hours together, not-

"wiihflanding their being covered over with wounds,
burnt with the fcorching rays of the fun, and quite

fpent with the length of the engagement, had the fa-

tibtadl'on of feeing Turks retire fit ft, and give over the

attack ; for the bafha, after having loft upwards of

20CO men, was at length forced to command a retreat

to be louiided. The Chriftians of the fort on this oc-

cafioii
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cafion fet up a g encral (hojt, which was ecchoed
back from the town, and an.wcred by the people with
loud acclamations. This good luccefs, grearer than

any 'one had even dared to hope for, conlidering the

"vVeaknefs of the place, was entirely owing to the gene-
rous defpair of the greateft part of the knights,who had
devoted themielvcs, as it were, to death ; and who,

during the whole engagement, were leG Ibllictioas to

gain the vidory, than to lacrifice their enemies, iho'

at the expence of their own lives.

The order loft, in this aflault, feventeen knights,
who were aJl killed upon the breach : among whom were

particularly regretted the chevalier de Medran, who
had jlO: wrefted a (landai-d out of the hands of a furk-
ifh officer that fell by his hand, when he hiniielf was
killed by a musket-fhot. Ihe grand mafter, to do ho-
nour to his memory, ordered him 10 be buried among
the great croffes, a dignity that was juftly due to his

great valour, and which he would certainly have ob-

tained, had henotfallen on this occafion. They likewife

loft the chevaliers de Vagnon and la Motte, the latter

dying of his wounds two days after the attack ; and
the commander de Morgut, who, as he was going fronj

the fort to the town, in order to ha/e his wounds
tlrelTed, had his head (hot off by a cannon-ball. JBe-

fides the knights, they reckoned upwards of "oo foldi-

ers, who were either kilied or dilahlcd. The grand
mafter drew off 150 others to fill up their places, the

fmallnefs of the fort not allowing him to fend a greater
number; this detachment was compoied only of llich

officers and (bldiers as offered themielves tor the fer-

vice, he not caring to interpoie his authority to order

any body in particular to lueh a dangerous and bloody
pcft.

The baffia, judging that thefe recruits, which were

filing off contin ally from the town to the fort, rn^ght
make the fiege continue as long as there fliou d be any
knights in the other parts ol the ifiand, veiblved to

endeavour to cut ofi^'the communication between them,
For this end he held a kind of council of war in the

D d 2 tieucbxis.
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trenches, wiih Diagut, afaiigiac, and his principal en-

gineer.

Dragut, either from his natural intrepidity,
or

becaule he, as happens to old ibldiers, defpi.ed dan-

gers by being inured to them, going openly out of the

trenches, to view the firuation of the ground, was

ftruck in the head, near the right ear, with the fhiver

from a (lone, which a cannon-ball from the caftle of

.St. Angelo had fiiattered to pieces, and which killed

the fangiac upon the fpot. Dragut was not much bet-

ter ; he lofl: his Ipeech, and fell down in a (\voon, tlie

blood fcreaming forth at his mouth, his nofe, and his

cars. The b.ifha, in order not to difcourage the foldi-

€rs, commanded them to throw fomething over him.

and carry him into his tent ; when advancing v/iih

great ledatenels and intrepidity to the place, where he

made his obfervations, he confulted with the engineer,
how they might bed: prevent [he fending of any luc-

cours to the fort. The refult of their confuha.ion

was, to eredl a battery upon Mount Calcara, and, if

polTible,
to carry on their lines from the caftle to the

iea.

This poft, as we have already obferved, had been

re'erved for the viceroy of Algiers and his troops ;
but

as he was not yet arrived, Muilapha ordered a battali-

on ofjanizaries to poft ihemfclves there, who extend-

ed them(elves,particularly along the (hore from the gal-

lows point, and ^o on to the Kenella, to the point of

San Salvador. Calcara hill was taken within theie lines,

and they railed another battery upon it, the fire of which,

together with fliot of the janizaries, who were continu-

ally firing
from their long pieces, killed all fuch as at-

tempted \o pais.
But they did not continue long iu

their poft; for before they could make their lodgment,

and filil/h their intrenchmcnts, the grand mafter, who

was aware of the confequences of it, ordered the mar-

fiial Copier to make a (ally at the head of a good
number of knights and the braveft foldiers, who charg-

ed the iiilidcis ib vigoiouflv;
that they cut part of them

to
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to pieces, and forced the reft to fly
for their liveS; and

retire behind the intrenchinents of their camp.
The baftia, however, did not deipond at this ill

luccefs) ; but rcfoK'ing, coil what it would, to preveirt

the garrifon of the fort fromrcceivingany iuctoursfom

the town, he, by his engineer's advice, ordered ak^nd

of covered way to be made behind the trenches, which

were below the counterfcarp, and which were after-

wards carried on to the fea fide over againft Renelia.

They lined them with a great number of arquebu Tiers;

and as the Turks worked night and day in carrying

them on, the fort was at lad invelled on all fides, fo that

no boat could come near it, without being immediately
either intercepted or funk.

The grand mader faw plainly, that it would now be

impoffible for the fort to hold out any confiderable

time, without fuch a (Irong reinforcement, as might be

able to raife the fiege. Upon which he lent immedi-

ate advice of it to the commander Salvago, his refident

at the viceroy of Sicily's court, with orders to renew

hisinftances for difpatching away the fuccours. That

knight did not fail to reprefent the extremity to which

the fort was reduced, and to put him in muid of his re-

peated promifes to the grand mafter ; and in order not

to omit any thing that might afF-;(^ hi.n, he inllfted 011

the facred and exprels promife of his catholic majefty :

notwithitanding all which, Gaifia, fuch was his per-

plexity and ure.blution, would willingly have deferred it

longer. But being continually iblliciced in the warm-

ell: terms by Gatinara prior of Meihiv.i, and above four-

fcore of knighis that were come thither from difierent

countries, who belbught him to g'«^e them, in cale the

whole fleet was not yet ready to fci'il, a \cvi velfels on-

ly to carry them to Malta ; the viceroy, having no o- .

therway to get rid of the importunity of thefe knights,
who befiegcd him as it were in his own palace, was

forced, through fliame rather than their intreaties, to

conlent at laft to their going on board the two gallies

which the chevalier deCornuffon, th,- grand mafter's

ncphcW; had brought back from Saragolfa. He rein-

D d 3 furccd
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forced them with two more, and put a rc[^*m?nt oP

Spanifh Foot on board ihem. giving the co.nnandof
this little fquadron to Don John dc^ Ctrdona his crea-

ture, with private oiders, in cafe he heard of fort St.

Ehno's being taken, to return imnjdiate'y wi.hojt

landing hl^ troops. Cardona fet fail, and advanced

into the channel or iMalta ; when he, either under pre-
tence of contrary winds, or elie to avoid meeting the

Turkifh {quadron which lay along the coalls. inftead

of putting into fome road, fpent lo much time ind'ifer-

ent morions, which weregeneraliy needlefs, that one

would have thought he was come from Sicily, ra-

ther to (hew the reinforcement at a diftance, than to

land it.

If wc were to have conGdered the viceroy's conduct,

barely in it felf, we (hould naturally have concluded,
that he either aded with very little fincerity when he

made his promiics, or elle wanted courage to execute

them : and indeed his afTciled dilatorinels to fuccour

Malta, occafioned his being generally fulpecled, and

made him odious to the knights. But then they did

not refled, that his principal concern was the preler-

vation and defence of Sicily, for which his head was

to aniwcr ; and that in cale Malta (hould be taken, he

liad juft reafon to fear that the Turks would come and

attack him in his ^ove^nment ; and that he had orders

from the king of Spain, to ail in fuch a manner in his

endeavours to fuccour the grand mafter, 'io as not rafh-

ly to hazard his fleet and army, fince it was the only

fccurlty and guard of the kingdoms of Naples and Sici-

ly, and even of the coafts ot Spain.

The Turks taking advantage of this excefs of cauti-

on, made another dorm on the 2 ift. Their whole ar«

my was either drawn up in their trenches, or engaged
under the walls. The bafha iu hopes of carrying the

place, was not Iparing of the lives of his men, who
met with the fame courage and refiftance in all their

attacks. The infidels came on thrice to this dreadful

affliult, and were as often forced to retire. Abundance

of the knights perifhed in thefi;: coniinual engagments ;

and
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and 'f the night, which was commg on, had not put an
end to them, it wo dd have been impolTible tor themio
have held out againftihe prodigiono nimber of enemies
wi.h which they were aciacked. The night, by afford-

ing them a Tutle intermilTion, fhcwed them at the lame
time the greaineis of iheir lo.s. They (pent it in the

midll of the g.oaiis of m -n who were
jufl: expiring,

and in drcifrng each other's wounds. The baiiitF

of^.Negropon:, la Miranda, the chevalier de Mas, and
other principal officers, ditVnguifhed themlelvesby their

chaiitable alfiUance towaids the poor ibldiers, worthily
acquitting i hem.elves, like rrue knights hospitallers, of
the duties of their proFcirion ; and in order not to omit

any thing that might contribute to their prefervation,
or at leart iO iijlJDend their deftrudtion, they difpatched
an excellent iwimmer crofs the port, to accjuaint the

grand mafter with the deplorable condition of the place,
which he laid wo'dd inevitably be loft, loge.her with
all the Chridians that were left in it, in caie they
did not find a way to lend them a ftrong reinforce-

ment.

The grand mader was not fo much furprifed with
this diiiiial news, which he naturally expe<Sed, as he
was concerned for the lois the oider was like to ludain
in the perlbns of luch gallant men ; for which realbn,
he left no method untried, that might enable him to

fend thtm iuccours : accordingly he ordered five large
boats to be imniediattly fitted out, which were fboii

croi.ded with a great n.imber of zealous and courageous
knights. But notwiihilanding ail their efforts, they
could not pofTihly get to the fort. Muftapha had lined
the fhore with his artillery, and a body of musketeers;
and the Turkifh admiral, in concert with him, advanc-
ed with fouilcore gaUies to the moiith of port Mazet :

and to make all lure, he poft-d fifteen boais, light

frigates and brigantines, in the front of his fleet, hav-

ing a good number of excellent arquebufiers on board,
who made luch a coniinual fire, that they fojced the

knights to. retire.

The
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The bcTiegcd in the fort being now out of all hopes
offuccour, thought of nothing but ending their lives

like good Chriftiansand true religious : for which pur-

pofe, they were all night long preparing the:nlelves

for it, by receiving the facrainents of the church :

when this was over, and that nothing remained but

the giving up their fouls to God, they embraced one
another with tendcrnefs, and retired to tlicir federal

jiofts, in order to die with their weapons in their hands,
and expire in the bed of honour. S.ich as were not

able to walk by realbn of their wounds, had theinfelves

carried in chairs to the fide of the breach, where, arm-
ed with fwords, which they held with both their

hands, they waited with an heroic refoluiion, till fiich

time as their enemies, towards whom they were not

able to advance, fliould come and attack them in their

pofts.
The next day, being the 2^d of June, the Turks

at day-break came on to the alLult with great fhouts,

as if they were going to a vi(5tory which it would be

impoffible to difpute with them : but the Chriftian fbl-

diers defended themfclves with invincible bravery. One
would have thought, that the certainty of an apj)roach-

ing death, which they were to fhare in common with

the knights, had put them on the *^?iX\Q level with re-

fpeft to courage and valour: ibme thiew ftones and

fire-works, others advanced to meet the enemy with as

much intrepidity, as if they had beat them j and fuch

as could not walk, 'axt(\ on the enemy with their

pieces ; and when, by reafon of their continual dif.

charges, they had fpent all their powder, they fupplied
themlelves from the pouches of their comrades who
had dropped by their (ide. In fine, the knights after

Laving iLftained an affault for four hours tog^ither, had
but fixty perfons left to defend the breach ; but thele

weie lomething more than men, who by a noble con-

tempt of death, ftill made their enemies tremble. The
commander la M'randa., of the language of Caftile, an

excellent officer, who had fignalized himfelf in the

ficge, feeing the place on the point of being forced by the

Turks,
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Turks, recalled fome Chrlftlan foldiers, who till then

had iraintained ihemielves upon the cavalier which lay

before the fort. The balha feeing the breath fortified

with this fmall reinforcement, diitontinued the affaalt

in an indant, asifhe had been again diflieartened by fuch

an obitiiiate refllance,and pretended to retire ; but it was

only in order to make his janizaries feize not only on

the cavaher, which was abandoned, but likewiie on

all the pofts that were higher than the breach, and

which overlooked the inlide of the fort. The befieg-

ed employed this little fulpeniion from fighting in dref-

ling their wounds, notfo much for the fake of preierv-

ing the poor remains of life, as to enable themlelves to

fight for iome moments longer with greater vigour. At

eleven in the morning, the Turks returned to the alTault

with new vigour, and the janizaries, who, from the

top of the cavalier a' d the other pofts, commanded the

place with their muskets,pointed out all fuch perfons ae

they had a mind to kill. The greateft part of theiit

perifhed by the enemies fire ; the bailiff of Negropont
the chevalier Paul Avogadre, la Miranda, together
with moft of the knights and ibldiers that were left,

being over whelmed with numbers, died upon the

breach; and this terrible aflault was difcontinued only
for want of combatants, it not ending but with the

death of the laft knight. The Turkifti fleet then en-

tered the port of Marza Muzet in a kind of triumph,
their cannon firing, their trumpets and other military

inftruments founding, and all the infidels (houting for

joy. Some of Dragut's officers running to his tent

to acquaint him with the taking ofthe fort, found him

juft giving up the ghoft ;
but altho' he had loft his

ipeech, he ftill exprefled his facisfadiion by figns ;

when lifting up his eyes, as it were to give thanks to

heaven, he expired a moment afterwards. He was acap-
tain ofexquifite valour, and more humane than corlairs

generally are.

The baflia entering the fort, and judging from its

fmallnefs, what difficulty he ftiould meet with from

the town, cried out,
*' What will not the father coft

*'
us.
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*'
us, when the Ton, who is fb fmall, has coft us tli6

*' braved of our foldiers." .And indeed 'tis generally a-

grecdjthat theTurks loft at leaft Sccomen inthefiege
of this fort, which weakened their army condderably.

Muftapha, of a cruel and bloody nature, by way of re-

venge, and at the jame time to terrify the knights that

Were in the lown, and the other fortreiles of ihe ifland,

ordered iiich as were found lying among the dead, and

had fli.U any marks of life left, to be ripped open, and

their hearts to be plucked out. To this unexampled

piece of barbarity, the bafha, in order to iniult the

inftrument of our falvation, which the knights wore as

the badge of the order, had gaflies made over their

body in form of a crofs, when putting their fubrevefts

upon them, they tyed them to planks, and threw

them into the iea, hoping, as indeed fell out, that the

tide would carry them to the foot of the town, and

the caftie of St. An^elo.
This diliiial and (hocking fpeclacle drew tears from

the grand mafter. H'sfirft lenfations were thole of grief;
but his next were thofe of anger and indignation ; ill

con.c.|uence of which, and by way of reprilals, he, in

order to teach the bafha to make war with lels barba-

rity, ordered all iheTurkifh prilbners to be immediate-

ly executed ; and ramming their heads into his can-

non, had them fhor, all covered with blood as they

were, inftead of ball, into the camp of the infidds.

End of the fourth Volume.
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BOOK XIU.

THOUGH
the taking of Fort St. Elmo liad coft

the infidels one of their gene-
rals, and the choiceft of their troops, John de la

yet, neverlhelefs, great as their lols Valette.

was, that of the order, in the vigo-
rous defence it made, was not lefs conflderable in pro-

portion. *Tis computed that one hundred and thirty

knights, and above one thoufand three hundred men
loft their lives in this particular fiege ; and the cruel-

ties which the Turks had exercifed at the conclufion

of it, had thrown the reft into a kind of conftcrnation.

The grand mafter was fenfibly afflided at Co great z

Vol, V. A lofs.
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lofs, but very prudently diflembled his concern ; and,

in order to encourage Ibme knights, whom he obferv-

cd to be feized with a kind of terror, he flimmoned a

general and extraordinary afiembly oF all fuch knights

as could be fpared from their pofts, and who could at-

tend without prejudice to the fecurity of the place.

When appearing among them with his ufual conftan-

cy, and a magnanimity that was fuperlor to all events,

he becran his difcourie with a panegyric upon thole

knlehts who had been killed on this occafion, alTert-

ing, that as they had generoufl'y facrificed their lives

in defence of the faith, they had lived enough for their

rlory and their (alvation. He went on in recommending
their zeal and courage to the aflembly, as a fit pattern

for them to imitate j and in order to inlpire them with

recruited ardour, and animate them with greater confi-

dence, he reprefented to them, that the knights whom

they had loft, had not been ^o much overcome by the

valour, as overwhelmed by the multitudes of infidels;

but that now the number of their mercilefs enemies

was confiderably diminifhed ; that their army was

wafting away ccntinually with the bloody flux, ^and
other contagious diftempers with which it was infedl-

ed ; that they began to be in want of ammunition and

provifions,
and that though they had lent to the coafts

of Africa, to Greece, and into the archipelago for frefh

fupplies, yet they had no news of the return of their

fiiips ; neither did the fort which they had taken give

them any manner of advantage over the town and

other fortrelTes which were fituated at a diftance from

it ; that all the forces of the order were fhut up in

thele places ; that fuccours might be thrown into them

v/ithout any difficulty ; and, in fine, that he hoped ei-

ther to give
the Turks battle, or to make them all

lofe their lives before the baftions and other fortifica-

tioils.
, . 1 ,

This difcourfe, which he pronounced with an he-

roic alTurance, the fire which fparkied in his eyes, and

the lenie they had of his valour and capacity, all thefe

circumftances raifed the fpirits,
and coiifirmed the con-

fidence
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fidcnce of the afTcmbly, and not a knight ofthem but

protcfted folcmnly, that he would fight to the kft drop
of his blood for the defence of the ifland, and the pre-

fervation of the order.

'Tw AS with a fenfihle plcaflire that the grand mafter

perceived all his knights infpired with the fame fenti-

ments as himlelf; and, in order to animate the com-

mon ibldiers with the fame bravery, he vifttcd every

poft, when, addrelFing liimlelfto them with a familiari-

ty that was very engaging ;

** We are, fays he, (my
** brave comrades) the foldiers of the Lord Jesus as
*' well as you, and if you (liould have the misfortune
*' to lofe us and all your officers, I am thoroughly

periiiaded, that you will (lill fight on with the lame

intrepidity and refolution, and that your own cou-

rage will in that cafe fupply the defed of orders.'*

Therefore, to reinforce and raile the confidence of his

troops, he drew four companies out ofthe Notable city,

which was in lefs danger from the Turks, and brought
them into the Town. He chofe, at the fame time, four

of the principal commanders, whom he made captains

of referve, to be ready to run on all occaiions to fuch

places as fhould be mod in danger. Each of thefe

commanders had ten knights, fubje^t to his particular

orders, who were to ferve in cjuality
of aids de camp ;

ind he afterwards nominated three others to a<5l as

lerjeant-majors of the place. Although he had got'a

prodigious quantity of piovilions, yet he took care of

their being diftribated wiih oeconomy, and ordered all

the^corn and wine that was in private hands to be

brought into the public magazines, paying the price
thereof to the proprietors.
After thele regulations, fo truly worthy of a great

general, his next itep was to forbid the making of any

priibnevs for the future, giving exprefs orders, that, at-

ter having got out of them all the informations poffible

relating to the balha's defigns, they would put them

all to the fword, and not give them the leaft quarter.

The motive of this rigour was, not only to fhew the

'Turks that they durll revenge the cruelties which

A 3 they
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they had exercifed upon the knights of the fort, but

likevvays to put his own Ibldiers and the inhabitants,
whatever extremes they might be reduced to, out of all

hopes of capitulating, and to make them fenfible, that
their own prefervation and that of the place were infe-

parable.
The bafha, who knew nothing of this defperate

refolution, and vainly flattered himfeif that the grand
mafter and the knights, Ilartled at their late lofs, might
hearken to a capitulation with pleafure, Tent an officer
with a white flag to the gate of the town. He had
with him a Chriftian flave, in quality of an interpreter,
and had orders to try if the grand mafter was difpoied
to enter into a negotiation ; but he was refufed admit-
tance into the town. The flave however, who had
ierved thirty years on board the grand feignior's gal-
lies, was admitted in, and brought to la Valette,
v.'hom he met in the great Iquare; but, at the firfl: word
he mentioned about capitulating, the grand mafler,
without heainig a lyllable more, ordered him to be:

immediately hanged. However, he privately told the

knight, who was appointed to iee his execution per-
formed, that lie Ihould only frighten him with it, and
that when he had got from hiin all poffible informati-

ons relating to the ftate of the Turkifh army, and
the defign of the baflia, he fliould afterwards let him

go.
They found that this flave was a poor fellow, fe-

venty years old, whom they had releafed from the

gallics for the (akc only of lending hiin upon fo dan-

gerous a commiilion, and that he w^as entirely ignorant
of the projec^^s of the Turkifti general. They offered

to keep him with them in the town; but as he was per-
fuaded that the infidels would foon be mafters of it,

when he was afraid he fliould be treated as a delerter,
he chofe rather to return back to his flavery, than to

have only atafte,as bethought, of a precarious liberty,

which, if he fliould lofe a lecond time, would be at-

tended with the mod dreadful torments; for which rea-

fons he dellrcd leave to be gone. The knight, who
had



John de ia Valette Grand "Majler, j

had orders to let him out of town, led him through fc*

veral lines oF Ibkliers, who had been commanded to

appear there under arms ; and when he had conduv.^-

cd him to the counterfcarp, he fnewed him the bul-

warks and baftionsof the place, when pointing parti*

cularly to the ditch, which was very deep,
'* See there,

*'
lays he to him, the only fpot we can aiford the ba-

^^
fha, and we re/crve it in order to bury him in it,

'^ with all his janizaries."

The bafha faw plainly, by the bold anfvver which

be had given the llave, that there would be no redu-

cing the iiland but by force of arms. He therefore or-

dered his troops to invert:, on the land fide, the caille of

St. Angelo, the' town, and the peninf-da dc la Sangle,
which formerly went by the name of the town and

callle of St. Michael, all fltuated upon two necks of

land that run out into the great port, and which arc

divided from one another only by a cliannel, that ferv-

ed for a port appropriated to the gailies of the order.

The army of the inSdels extended itielf from the hill

or rock of Coradin, and from Bormole, a kind of fort

contiguous to the town of St. Michael, as far as mount

St. Margaret, and the Belvedera, where the bafha had

fi.xed his own quarters. They then began to open the

trenches, and in iuch places as they could not dig, by
reafon of the hardnels of the rock, the bafha made
them build walls of dry rtone. He relolved to batter at

one and the fame time the town and the peninfuia on
which the cartle of St. Michael, then called the Ifle de

la Sangle, rtiood ;
for which purpole the chriftian flaves

were employed in drawing (eventy pieces of heavy can-

non to the feveral places where he propoled to ere(5t

his batteries, of which at laft he had no lefs than

nine.

Whi lst the Turks were thus bufied in carrying on

their works, Don John de Cardonna before mentioned,
who commanded the four galiies which were ient with

fuccours, appeared again near Malta, in order to endea-

vour to learn, purfuant to his inflruiftions, if Fort St,

Elmo ftill held out. He had before made fome at-

A 3 tempts
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tempts to land his men ; but the bad weather, or per-

haps the fear with which he was feized, had rendered

them ineffeiflual ; but now he put colonel Robles, and

the chevalier de Quiney aftiore, with a fmall party
for their guard. The colonel, out of complaisance to

the fentiments of his general, had conftantly maintain-

ed, in ail the councils of war, that it would be impof-
fible for them to take too much precaution about a

landing, and was on that account highly in his conii-

dence. They were no fooner come afhore, but they
were informed by fome poor inhabitants, who had hid

ihemfeives in the holes of the neighbouring rocks, that

the fort was loft. This was enough to make him re-

imbark without more ado, but the chevalier de Qui-

ney earneftly diflliading from it, and his own courage

infpiring him with a refblution of contributing to the

relief of Malta, he refolved to conceal the truth from

Don John, and to engage liim to land immediately the

troops that were on board his gallies. With this view,

and for fear left his foldiers fhould, at their return, ac-

(jnaint Don John with the lolsof the fort, he fent them

to the Notable city, which was of eafy access, under

pretence of bringing guides and horles from thence, in

order to condudt the fuccours to the town ; by the

fame exprels he informed the governor, that he was go-

ing to land the troops in the road of Pietra Nigra, that

he Ihould detain the foldiers who (hould deliver him

his letter, and fend him other guides to lead the fuc-

cours to the town, with conveniencies to carry the bag*

gage. After this he went on board again with Qui-

ney, and both of them joined in telling the general an

ufeful untruth, alTuring him that the fort ftill held out,

but that they had been informed there was no hopes of

faving it without immediate fuccours ; for which rea-

fon they had fent the Ibldiers to the city, in order to

bring them carriages from thence. Cardonna, ftiil un-

refolved what to do, would fain have put off the land-

ing a i'.ttle longer, but the knights, and about forty

gentlemen that were on board his galley, exclaimed lb

much agaiiift it, and the very fbidisj's difcovered fo

much
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jnuch eagernels and zeal to be fighting with the infi-

dels, that Don John out of fear of their refentment,

and of his being expoled to the reproach of the world,

by the complaints which they threatncdtomakeagainft

him, was forced to put them aftiorc. Accordingly

they landed in the creek of Pictra Nigra, and Car-

donna had no fooner difcharged this part of his com-

miflion, but he failed with his four galiies for Sicily.

The difficulty was how to get this fmall fuccour in-

to the town, the infidels having invcftcd and blocked

it up on the land lide. The grand malter having ad-

vice of their landing from Melquita, had fent them

guides to condu(ft them through by-roads to the port
or road Delia Scala, with affjrances that they w^ould

meet with boats ready to tranfport them (?,iQ over to

the town. They iet out immediately, and, taking the

advantage of a great fog, they got fafc to the port

Delia Scala, without being difcovered ; when getting
on board, they eroded the great port, and arrived at

the town, where they were welcomed by the knights
andfoldiers, with all the exprelHons of joy that were
due to their zeal, and anfwerable to the want they flood

hi of fucb a reinforcement. •

The iile de la Sangle, with the caftle and town,
which was the weakeft part of it, and that againfl
which the Turks employed their greateft efforts, was
the pod which colonel Robles and the generality ofthe

knights and fecular gentlemen, earneftly foUicited the

grand mafter to give them ; who accordingly at their

rcquefts were lent thither. They had planted leveral

batteries at the hermitage, and on mount Sceberras,
which played continually on the place, and another
was raifcd upon mount Coradin, which lay (o high,
that it commanded it like a cavalier, fb that they from

thence, could eafily fee every thing that pafled within.

The bafha, in order to ftraiten it (till more, made an
jntrenchment before the Coradin rock, of a height
fuificient to cover thofe who were polled there. The
befieged were now fhut up on all fides, except towards

the port and the lea : the bafha therefore, in order to

cut
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cut off this communication, which might be of fervicc

to them in introducing iiiccovirs, and to invcittheChri-

flians on all fides, propoled, in a council of war, the

attacking of the great Spur, on the point of the Penin-

fula. For the execution of this projed:, they were un-

der an abfolute neceflity of bringing a conliderablc

number of boats, well armed and provided with foldi-

crs, into the great port ; but they reprefented to him,

that, befides the chain which went crofs the mouth of

the port, it would be impoflible for thole boats to make
their way without their being expofed to the danger of

being fhattcred to pieces and funk, by the artillery of

the caftle of St. Angelo, which commanded and play-
ed upon all that part of the port : fo that they would
have given over the defign,hadnot thcTurkilh admiral

found out a way to bring the boats into the great port,
without their palfing under the caflle of St. Angelo.
As he was mafter of port MufTet, which was divided

from the great port only by the neck of land of mount

Sceberras^on which the fort of St. Elmo ftood, he under-

took to make the Chriftian Haves, and the crew of his

gallies, draw a fufEcient number of boats crofs this neclp

of land, by the ilrength of their arms, and to launch

them in the great port ; after which, they might put a

body of Ibldiers and arquebuficrs on board them, in

order to attack the Spur on the fide towards the mills,

at the fame time that the land army fhould attempt a

ftorm on that fide where the caftle lay.

The council highly applauded this expedient, the

which, as the knights had been no ways apprehenfive
of it, might probably have occafioned the lofs of thole

works, had it not been for a Turkifh officer, a Chri-

ftian, and a Greek by birth, who having been preient
at the council, and being touched with a (udden re-

morfe of conicience, was refolved to get over to the

jfland, and to run the hazard of his life in giving the

governor notice of it. This officer was called Laf-

caris, of the illuftrlous houfe of that name, which had

given fcveral emperors to tlie eaft. The Turks, at the

taking of Patras, a town of the Morea, had made him
a {lave,



JoH!^ PE LA Valette Grand Majler. y

a flave, at a time when he v/as fo very young, that he

was hardly lenfibleof the mileryof hli> condition. They

brought him up in the Turkifli religion, and out of (bme

regard to his high extradion, great care was taken of

his education. He ferved in his early youth among
the Spahi, and by his valour, had railed himielf to the

fiill pofts in that body of cavalry. His thoughts had

perhaps hitherto been employed only in the making of

his fortune, but the fight of Malta, ready to (ink un-

der the power of the infidels, revived in his memory the

indelible charader of a Chri{i:ian, which he had receiv-

ed at his baptifm. The heroic valour, of which the

knights daily gave fuch diftinguifhed proofs, railed hie

companion j and he could not forbear reproaching him-

ielf tor fighting on the fide of barbarians, who had put
mofl: of the princes of his family to death, and had

forced the reft, fmce the taking of Conftantinople, to

fly for refuge into foreign countries. Fullof thefe dif-

f<irent refledions, he goes down to the lea fide, to a place
that lay diredly oppofite to the Spur of St. Michael,

where waving his turbant, he made figns for them to

fend a boat to carry him over to the ifland. A knight
named Savoguerre, who cotnmanded at the point of

the fort, feeing by the rich cloaths he had on, that he

was a confiderable officer, gave immediate advice of it

to the grand mailer, and dclired leave to lend a skiff

for him, which was readily granted. But before the

foldier, whom he had difpatched to the town, could

return, fome Turks oblerving Lalcaris making his lig-

nals, and judging froin thence that he intended to de-

(ert, and go over to the Chrillians, they ran to fcizc

him. Though he Icarce knew how to fwim, he yet,
to prevent his being taken, threw himfelf into the lea ;

and of two inevitable dangers, he preferred that in

"which he might poflibly be fuccoured. Savoguerre,
who had never taken his eyes off him, oblerving from

the other fide the difficulty he had.to crofs over, imme-

diately lent off three Maltefe, who were excellent Iwim-

mers, who came up to him when his ftrength v/as al-

jnoft cxhaufted, and by ihcu- affiftancc he got iafe to

Ihore.
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Hiore. After they had made him throw up the water

he had fwallowed, they condudtsd him to the grand
niader, whom he acqiiauited with the bafha*s and ad-

miral's proje^s, and (hewed, at the fame tin>e, the Se-

veral places where they propofed to eredt their batteries.

The grand mafter, who was thoroughly ienfible of the

great importance of thefc advices, extolled the gene-
rous rcfolution he had taken to hazard his life for the fafe-

ty of the Chrifti.ins, and therefore fettled a large penfi-
on on him; and La fcaris, during the time the fitge laft*

ed, made it manifcft, by his bravery and counfels, that

lie had no way degenerated from the virtue of his an-

ccftors.

The grand mafler was at firfl ftruck witli the admi-

ral's bold and difficult defign ; but afterwards recover*

mg from his flirprife, he (et himfelf about defeating
the iucce(s of it. For this end, he fortified all thofe

places towards the port, where the Turks, by the help
of their boats, might polTibly make a defcent. He
likewiie ordered the walls of the town of St. Michael

to be faifed higher, and lined the {hore with feveral

pieces of cannon, in order to clear the port of every

enemy that fhould appear. As their chief bu(ine(s was
to hinder the Turks from advancing up to the walls of

St. Tvlichael, the grand maimer propoled that atTalr to

the council ; but as their opinions were different^ and

that he was perfuaded that even men, though of the

greateft capacity, do not yet fee into every thing, he

did not difdain to confult two Maltele pilots, whom
he had ever found to be, not only men of great capa-

city and experience in naval affairs, but who liad like-

wiie difcovered the greateft zeal and fidelity for the or-

der. He told them the defign of Turkiih admiral,
and asked them what they thought was to be done, in

order to defeat it, and hinder the embarkation of the

troops, which they had drawn down to the fiiore of

mount Sceberras in the ifle de la Sangle. Both the

pilots agreed in opinion, and told him, that it would be

proper to make aftaccado with piles drove into the fea,

from the Coradiu rock to the Spar, which was at the

point
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point of the ifle, ami to fix iron rings to the top of thefc

piles, and draw a long chain acrois to flop up the ipa-

ccs between them : and whereas it would not bepoflible
to drive in the piles in ibme places, by reafon of the

depth ofthe.water, or the hardncfs of the rocky bottom,
it would be ncceflTary for them, in that caie, to (lop up
the paflage with their longeft iail-yards and mads nail-

ed together, wh5ch,with the chain, would make it alto-

gether impramicable.

The grand mafter laying their propofal before the

council, it was unanimoufly approved of, and accord-

ingly they (et to work about it the night following.
La Valette, who plainly perceived the great uie »f

fuch a flaccado, gave orders for the making of others, to

hinder any landing on the fide of the polls of England,

Germany, and the great infirmary. He likewiie lecur-

ed the poft for the gallies with an iron chain, which
was defended by leveral batteries on both fides. As
the Turkifh artillery did not allow them to carry on
theie works in the day time, they could only work at

them by night: but the grand mafter, knowing ofwhat

importance they would be, employed fo many hands

about them, that in nine nights time all thefe ftaccado's

and defences were finifiied.

The bafha was ftrangely furprifed to fee fo many
works rife up as it were on a fudden out of the iea, to

oppofe the paflage of his boats and the defcent of his

troops J but as he was a man of true courage and great

abilities, he would not give over his firft projedl, and

fancied he could find a way to carry off Ibine of the

piles of the ftaccado, and by that means open a paflage
for his little fleet through the feveral gaps. For this

end, fome Turks, with axes at their girdles, fwam, by
his orders, to the pallifado, got upon the fail-yards,

and worked hard to cut them alunder. This could

not be done without a noife, which loon difcovered

their defign ; upon which they were immediately plied
with cannon and musket-ball, but as the firing was made
from an higher ground, and direded downwards, it

did no execution. The admiral de Monte, who com-
manded
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manded in the ifland, feeing this had no effe(f!, rc-

folved to attack them in their own way, and for that

puri)ofe fent fonie Malleie foldicrs, W'ho were excel-

lent fwimmers, to them ; thefe ibipping themfelves,

and holding their fwords in their teeth, came up with the

Turks, beat them ofFthe flaccado, killed and wound-
ed a good number of them, and purfued the reft, who
made off as faft as poflible, and got with great difficul-

ty to the other fide of the port. They returned how-
ever the next day, and before they were perceived had

tied forae cables to the mafts and fail-yards, which had

been laid for the fecurity of the palliiado, and endea-

voured to move and carry off the piles by the force of

the capftanes of their fhips, which were placed on the

fhore. But all the Maltefe were excellent fwimmers,
Co that they no fooner difcovered this new kind of at-

tack, but feveral Maltefc, threw themfelves into the

water, and with their fabres cut all the cables, and baffl-

ed this fecond attempt of the bafha.

After thefe little attacks, which were of no very

great confequeace-dn either fide, Muftapha, on the fifth

of July began to fire from all his batteries together.

That which was placed upon mount St. Margaret bat-

tered the quarter called la Bormole, and the baftion of

Provence : but the officers of the artillery feeing it did

little mifchief,turned it againft the fort of or caftle St. Mi-

chael. The Turks had another upon the Coradin rock,
•which fired continually upon the baftion that lay over

againft them, and the cannon which they planted upon
fort St. Elmo and mount Sceberras played upon the

caftle of St. Angelo. There were other batteries raii^

cd upon mount Salvator, that of Calcara, and on other

eminences adjacent, which battered the great town,
and the pofts of Caftilc, Germany and England. That
ofArragon was in a manner demolifhed already. All

thefe batteries, and thofe of the Chriftians which an-

fwered them, made fuch a dreadful and continual fire,

that the ifland feemed to be a volcano, and looked like

another mount Etna. The Turks, under cover of their

artillery,
ran their trenches up to the ditch fide, but

being
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beiiiCT ftoppedby a fmall redoubt that covered it, they

battered that work with fo much fury, that the knights

finding themfelves unable to defend it any longer, blew

it lip,
and retired within the illand.

The point of land on which the caftlc and town of

St. Michael ftood,had no manner of communication with

the great town and the caille of St. Angeio, and could

get no fuccours from thence, but by means of a ferry-

boat, which being heavy, audits motion very flow,

expofed all fuch as crofled over to the fire of the infi-

dels. The grand mafter, by the advice of John An-

thony Bofio, a young knight, and brother to the an-

Fialift of the order, caufed abridge of his invention to

be made of pipes and hogfheads well pitched, which
he afterwards covered over with planks. They placed
it out of the reach of the fire of the enemies muskets,
and as they run very nimbly upon it, they were not

hurt by the fire of the artillery. This bridge proved
afterwards very ferviceable for the palTage of thoie fuc-

cours which they were obliged to fend to fort St. Mi-
chael.

The Turks knowing it to be the weakefl: part in

the whole ifland, plied it hard with cannon-fliot. Nor
did their batteries make left execution upoH the great
town : confiderable breaches were (bon made in fbme

places, but the bafha did not think fit to attempt a

ftorm till after he had entirely ruined all the out-works ;

befides, he was defirous of waiting for the arrival of

HalTan, viceroy of Algiers, who had fent him word,
that he would immediately advance with a good re-

inforcement, compofcd of the flower of all his for-

ces.

The grand mafter, flirprifed at his having no news
of the viceroy of Sicily's armada, wrote in the ftrong-
eft terms on that iubjedl to the commander Salvage,
who refided at his court, in order to haften the fuc-

cours. He was an able minifl;er, and could not be re-

proached with either want of zeal and alUduity, or of
remiflliels in executing the feveral orders he received

from the grand mafter. But he had to deal with a
VoJL. V. B '

proud
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proud and haughty Spaniard, with whom he thought
hi mfelf obliged to obferve certain meafures for fear left

he fhould ruin the affair by being too earned in his Ibl-

iicitaticns, and by that means afford him the pretext he

wanted, in order to excufe himfelf from fending the

fuccours lie had promifed. The grand mafter's letter,

the lofs of fort St. Elmo, and the danger to which the

ille de la Sangle was expofed, put him out of all pati-

ence ; fo that he went without farther ceiemony to the

viceroy, and complained, in the grand matter's name,
of his flownefs in difpatching the fuccours j telling him

moreover, that the bafha was laying clofe fiege to the

great town and the cattle of St.Michael at thefame time,

and that his troops were already advanced up to the

walls. He added, in the utmoft traniports of zeal and

grief, thatMalta was on the point of being loft, but that

all the nations of the Chriftian world would eternal-

ly reproach his memory, for having fufFered the flower

ofail the gentry in Chriftendom, to be cut to pieces by
his afte(5led delays ; and finding that the viceroy anfwer-

ed him only in general and ambiguous terms, he flung

out of the palace, and coming up to the people who were

afl"embled in the great fquare, he cried out, thatGarfia

was playing a double game, and that he, by his conti-

nual fliifts and evafions, was going to deliver up the

grand matter and his knights into the hands of the in-

fidels.

The complaints of the agent of Malta were indeed

but too well founded ; but after all, the viceroy was
not in reality 'lo much the author as the minifter of thefe

delays, behaving received private orders not to be too

forward ; and indeed under a prince who was as impe-
rious and iccret in all his adlions as Philip II. and who
facrificed every thing to appearances, he would have

been equally ruined, had he either been too hafty in

fending away the fuccours, Or had let the world fee

that it was not in his power to fend them whenever

he pleafed. However, finding that Salvago's com-

plaints made a great imprefTion upon the minds of the

people, lie faid, to iavc his own reputation, that he

could
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Could not rafhly expofe his mafter's fleet, that he would
ask the advice of fuch of his minifters and prin-

cipal officers as were in Italy ; that he would after-

wards call a great council of war, when all the necef-

fary mealiares for fending immediately a ftrong body of

troops to the relief of Malta (hould be adjufted. But

this was far from being his real intention, much lefs

"that of the kino; his mafter, whofe flow and uncertain

policy put him always upon waiting for the benefit of

time, which he often lofl:. Philip and his minifl:er con|

tenting themlelves with a vain ofl:entation ofhis forces,

imagined that the bravery of the knights alone would
be fufficient to baffle the enterpriie of the Turks, and
that at mofl: they had no more to do, than to have the

fuccours in a readinels to be fent oft, in cafe they found
that they were too clofely attacked^ and that there

fliould be a real neceflity for them.

Such were the private views of the council of

Spain. John Andrew Doria, who was not let into

the fecret, and was at this time with his galiles in the

port of Mcffma, oflered the viceroy to tranfport two
thoufand men to Malta, till fuch time as all the forces

cf theking of Spain could be got together. He fliew-

ed him the way he would take to carry them, and faid,
that before the Turks could have weighed up their an-

chors, or have cut their cables, he, by the ftrength of

oars, fiiould be got into the great port as far as the
caftle of St. Angelo, and that, provided he could but
land his troops and his crew, which would ferve for

(bldiers and pioneers, he did not value if he afterwards

loft the hulks of his gailies.
The viceroy at firll applauded the generoflty of the

propofal, and came fo far into the projeft, that he made
Doria iwear to put it immediately in execution ; but

whether it were from a fecret jealoufy, for fear left all

the honour of the enterprife fiiould accrue to him, or
elfe that he was not willing to engage in it, till fuch
time as he had received frefn orders from P/Iadrid, he
fent Doria with his gailies to Genoa and the coaft of

Tufcany, on pretence of fetching from thence Ibme ne-

ceflaries for this particular expedition; and by this fetch

B 2 he
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eluded the opportunity of dividing his forces. How-
ever, as Salvago and a great number of knights, who
were daily arriving from all parts of ChriftendomatMeG-

fina, in their paiTage to Malta, were continually foUi-

citing for the fuccours, he ordered two gallies
to be

fitted out, the command of which he gave to Pompeio
Colonna, with a good number of knights on board.

But whether it were that the commodore had private
orders to run no hazard, or that he had not the fame

zeal to fuccour the grand mafter as Doria liad, he ad-

vanced only at a certain diftance from the great port,
when finding the entrance of it fhut up and guarded by
the Turkifh fleet, he tacked about and came into the

ports of Sicily,and at his return,reported to the viceroy,
that he muft ablblutely have all his forces united in one

body, otherwife it would be impoflible for them ever

to open a paflage, or force the inHdels to raife the

fiege.

Hassan, viceroy of Algiers, arrived at the camp
about this time with two thouland five hundred men,
all of them old and refblute foldiers, and commonly
called the bravo's ofAlgiers. ^^ hen he faw fort St.

Elmo, and conlidered its fraallnefs, he could not for-

bear crying our, that had his foldiers been at the fiege.

It would not have held out fo long. This young Turk
was fon to BarbarolTa, and fon -in-law to Dragut :

proud of thofe celebrated names, and in hopes of mak-

ing his own as illuftrious, he deiired the bafha to en-

trufl: him with the attack of fort St. Michael, boafling
that he would carry it fword in hand. Muftapha, who
was an old general, and who would not have been

forry that this bold youth (hould learn, at his own ex-

pence, how dangerous it was to come within reach of

the fword of the knights, anfwered him in a very ob-

liging manner, That as he did not doubt of his fuccefs,

he freely confented that the fultan fliould beftow upon
him all the honour that fo brave an aflion merited ,•

and, in order to enable him to carry his point, and at-

tack the ifie both by fea and land, he gave him fix

thoufaud men, aflliring him at the fame time, that he

would
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would fuftain him on the land Ude at the head of all his

troops.

Hassan, with his x^lgerines, refolvcd to attack the

peninfulil both by lea and land; towards the continent,

in that part where it joined to the main laad, and to-

wards the port on the other fide. He left this lafl at-

tack to Candehffi his lieutenant ; he was a Greek re-

negado, and an old corfair, of a cruel and bloody dif-

polhion, but an excellent feaman, having Ipent his

whole life under BarbarolTa, and commanded at this

time the Algerines, who followed HalTan to the fiege,
he having divided them between himfelf and his lieu-

tenant on this occafion. To prepare for this double

attack, the Turks for feveral days together kept a con-

tinual fire with their artillery from leveral batteries.

They had railed one of three cannons upon mount St.

Elmo, which played upon the Spur or point of the

ifland. There was another of thirteen cannons and a
double culverin planted upon the Corradin rock, which
fired continually on the courtin of the caftle of St. Mi-
chael. The front of the caftle was battered by three

cannons from a place called the Hermitage. They had
railed on mount St. Margaret another battery of fix

cannons, which played upon the fortifications of the

caftle of St. Michael, and made great havoek among
the houfes within. One would have thought hitherto

that the Turks were minded only to make war at a
diftance, and to carry it on with their artillery ; but

on the fifteenth of July, at day-break, the icene chang-
ed, and they came to a long and bloody engagement,
in which the braveft of both parties loft their lives.

Whilst the Turks, through the ruins which their

artillery had made, were endeavouring to force their

way into the ifland, their (laves had drawn, by ftrength
of arras, a prodigious number of boats from portMulfet,
crofs mount Sceberras, and had launched them in the

great port, and CandelilTa bad put part of the Algerine
Ibldiers on board them, together with upwards of 2000
men, whom the bafha had given him for this enterprife.
This little fleet, if we conlider the fize of their velFels,

B 3 being
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being well armed, and numerous enough to cover the

great port in a manner, fct out from the coaft of mount

Sceberras, with drums beating, haut-boys, and other

barbarous inftruraents playing, as they moved along. It

was preceeded by a bark full ofmahometan priefts and

den'ifes, Ibme of v/hom were imploring the afliftance

of heaven with hymns and prayers, whilft others were

reading out of books which they held in their hands,

imprecations agahift the Chriftians. This ceremony
loon gave way to arms of a more formidable nature,

when the Turks advanced boldly to the ftaccado.

CandelilTa imagined he fhould be able to make his way
through fome part of it and break it ; or, in cafe of

diiappointment, his defign was to make his foldiers

climb over the ftaccado, and, by the help of a great
number of planks, one end of which was to be laid

upon the top of the piles, and the other upon the (hore,
he thought to make a kindof a bridge to land his men;
But he was miftaken in his conjedures, thelhore being
farther off than he imagined, and the planks proving
too Ihort ; and v/hen he attempted to break the chain,
or cut the fail-yards, which faftened the piles that

formed the ftaccado, the Turks were in a moment over-

whelmed by the fire from the muskets : and the artil-

lery of the caftleof St. Angelo, with all the batteries

of the ille which looked towards the port, firing upon
them at the fame time, funk a good number of their

boats,;, and forced the reft to make off.

Their general however rallied them together, and

obferving that the ftaccado did not fo entirely cover

the point of the ille, but that it left a place where he

might attempt to make a defcent, he accordingly made
tcv/ardsit. 'Tvvas a kind of cape or promontory, on
which they had made a ftrong entrenchment, that was

lined by a good number of arquebufieres, and wafhed

to the bottom by the water ofthe port. This point of

land was defended by a battery of fix cannons, (play-

ing level with the water of the port) which the grand
mafter had planted juft below two wind-mills that

ftood upon the eminence. The commander de Gui-

meran,
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mcran, an old kalght, of whom mention has been of-

ten made, and ever with honour, commanded at this

pod : he fufFered the boats of the enemy to advance

near the fliore, but as loon as he faw them within

reach, he gave them fuch a fire, with his great and

iinall fliot, that feveral of their boats were lunk, and

we are told that near 400 Turks were killed by this

volley.

Candelissa, who had been brought up, as it

were, in the midft of fire, and inured to all the dan-

gers of war, made to the fiiore, whilft the Chriftian

cannoneers were charging their artillery again, and

landed at the head of his Algerines. But he here met

with new perils ; for Guimeran, when he fired his

cannons, had referved two loaden with cartridge Ihot,

which he now poured in upon the Turks. Great

numbers of them dropped, but their intrepid general,

feeing part of his Ibldiers give way, and feveral of them

making back to their boats, did all that lay in his

power, by making ufe ofin treaties and menaces : but,
above all, endeavouring, by his own example and re-

folution, to oblige them to (land their ground on the

fhore ; and in order to cut off all hopes of
retreating,

commanded tlie boats to make off. This was telling
his foldiers that they muft either vanquifh or die ; and
indeed it was manifefted on this occafion, that defpair
often pufhes us on to adions that are fuperior to cou-

rage, or the ordinary (bength of nature. The Alge-
rines, who were in the front of the attack, with a fabre

in one hand, and a ladder in the other, endeavoured
to get upon the entrenchment. They all drove who
Ihould firft leize upon fo dangerous a poll, and unani-

moufly prelled forward with a generous contempt of
death. There was a dreadful llaughter made in the

engagement, which was a very long one : the blood
ran down in ftreams to the foot of the intrenchment :

but the Barbarians attacked it with fo much fury and

refolution, that they, at laft, after an engagement of
about five hours, gained the top of the intrenchment,
and planted feven enfigns upon lU

At
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Ar the fight of thefe ftandards, the knights, though
reduced to a fmall number_, being aihamed of their re-

treat, faced' about upon the enemy with a noble indig-
nation. Admiral Monti put himicif at their head ; and,
after a frefh volley of Irnali (hot on both fides, they

clofed, and engaged one another v/hh their half pikes,
fwords and daggers : fortune however leemed in fuf-

penceon the fide of the knights, of whom lb great a

number had been (lain, and thofe who furvived were

fo wearied and fpent, that they had
jufi: reafon to fear

the worft ; when the grand mafter, whofe vigilance
extended to every fcene of adtion. having notice of the

extremity to which thofe who defended the Spur of St.

Michael were reduced, fent the commander de Giou,

general of the galiies, and the chevaliers de Quiney,
and Ruiz de Medina, with a party to their afFillance,

This fuccour was 'preceded by another of a very An-

gular kind ; a company of boys, near 2©o in number,
armed with flings,

which they uied with great dexte-

rity, crying out fuccour and vicflory, poured in fhowers

of ftones upon the enemy. The commander de Giou,

advancing immediately at the head of his men, with

his pike in his hand, charged the infidels, tore down
their ftandards, drove them before him, and forced

them to quit the rampart where they were going to

make a lodgment. The knights purlued them clofe

with their drawn fwords, and forced the greatefl: part

of them to throw themlelves headlong down : Cande-

Kfl^a, their commander, was one of the firft that fled ;

and though he had ever hitherto difcovered the utmoft

mtrepidity and courage, it yet was damped before the

engagement was ended. He had no fooner loft all

hopes of vanquilhing: but his intrepidity fled away at

the fame moment ; and the fear of falling into the

hands of the knights, who gave no quarter, obliged
him to call back his boais, and he himielF was the firft

that leaped in. His own foldicrs, afliamed of his pre-

cipitate flight, which diflionoured their body, called

him afterwards by no other name tlian that ofthe Greek

traitor. They gave out that he was a renegado in a

double
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double fenfe ; and that he, after having renounced the

Chriftian religion, and embraced that of Mahomet, had

not been willing to complete the advantage he had

gained through the hopes of his meeting with a more
favourable reception among the Chriftians upon his re-

turn to them, wliich had been the reafon of his deli-

vering them up to the fury of the knights.

However, the algerine bravo's, notvvithftanding
their being deferted by their leader, ftJll fought on as

they retreated with great courage ; but ferjeant major
Sada, the chevaliers Adorne, a Genoefe, Paul Fenier,
of the language of France, and a Florentine gentleman
named Corbinelli, incenlcd at their obflinate reliilance,

fallied out at a cafeinate with a party of foldlers ; fur-

prifed and charged the infidels fo warmly, that after

having killed great numbers of them, they forced the

reft to
fly for their lives to the boats and (hallops

which were returned to take them in.

The fea was not much more favourable to them
than the land, they being obliged to make their way
through the fire of all the batteries that had annoyed
them fo much at their approach, and upon their land-

ing, and which now funk feveral of them in their re-

treat. Even thofe who had thrown themfelves on

board, crowding in too great numbers, funk down to

the bottom ; fuch as could not get boats embraced the

knees of the vidlorlous foldiers, and begged for quar-
ter ; but they received no other anfwer, than that they
Ihould have St.Elme's pay; and accordingly were, by
way of reprifal, all cut to pieces. There were others

who, in order to avoid this kind of death, flung them-

felves into the fea, though they could not fwim, and
were either drowned, or killed with the fire from the

muskets. The water of the port was in a little time

covered with dead bodies, with heads, arms and mangl-
ed limbs. Scarce had there ever been feen a more
hideous and dreadful ipc<5lacle ; and of four thou (and

men whom the general had put on board for this en-

terpriie, there hardly efcaped five hundred, and moll of
thefe were grievoully wounded.

The
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The order, not to reckon the private foldiers, lof?

rear an hundred peribns of di(lin<5lion, who were ei-

ther knights orfecLilar gentlemen, and whom a zeal for

the Chriilian religion had brought to Malta. Among
thefe they particularly regreted the lofs of brother Fre-
deric de Toledo, Ton to the viceroy of Sicily, a young
knight, whom the grand mafter, out of regard to his

father, who was vsftly fond of him, had always kept
near his perfbn ; but the young gentleman, hearing the

diftrels that the knights who defended the Spur of St.

Michael were in, ftole away from him, and ran to that

part which was moil in danger, where be was killed

by a cannon-ball. His death proved fatal to the che-

valier de Savoguerre, who, being clofe by him, was
killed by a fplinter of his cuirafs. At the fame time

another ball killed the chevalier Sin7on deSoufa, a Por-

tugiiefe, and fnot off the arm of the chevalier Gaipard
de Pontevez, of ihe language of Provence. The che-

valiers Simiane de Gordes lerjeant- major, Mello a Por-

tuguefe Roderic de Cardinez, and Brunefay de Qui-

ney, who had brought the Hril fuccours into the ifland,

though wounded, would not yet quit their poft. The
grand mafter could not pre^'ail upon them to retire in-

to the infirmary ; but they, getting themfelves drelTed

on the fpot, ftayed on the place where they had recciv*

ed their wounds.
Nor was lefs blood fhed on both fides at the vice-

roy ofAlgier*s attack. This commander, after having
ordered the fignal for the alTault to be given by a can-

non-ball, advanced boldly at the head of his troops to

the feveral breaches which the artillery had made on
the fide of the Bormole, and the caftle of St. Michael.

The Algerine troops, which he had kept with him,
were in the front of the attack, and came forward

with fo much heat and refolution, that they ibon plant-
ed their enfigns along the parapets. Colonel Robles^
a perfon of celebrated valour, and yet more fo for his

experience in war, commanded at that poft : he, in

order to ftop the firft impetuofity of the infidels, falut-

ed them with the fiic of all his artillery, which they
had
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had purpofely charged with cartridges ; and the (hot

flying through the thickeft of their battalions, made at

firft an horrible malTacre, and whilfl they were put-

ting frefh charges into the cannon, and the mortar

pieces, a good number ofCafliiian and Portugueie
knights, who were poftcd along the flank of the Bor-

mole, difcharged fuch a terrible fire from their iinall

arms, that the Algerines, in fpite of all tlieir bravery
and relolution, were not able to withftand the fury of

it, fo that their commander drc^ them off, and march-

ing along the fide of the parapet, led them to ano'dier

breach, where, as fome delerters had informed him,
he fhould meet with le(s refiftance.

The chevaliers Caiio-Rufo, and la Ricca, both cap-
tains of gallieS; commanded at that

pofl: ; who, in or-

der to fecure their ibldiers from fome batteries which
the Turks had raifed upon the adjoining hills, had
hollowed and funk the earth on the inlide of the wall.

But the courtin, by tliis digging away the ground,
was made (o high, that they were obliged, in order to

defend the breach and ftand an aflault, to throw up
immediately a kind of bridge or gallery ; and by reafon

of the little timethat was allowed for that purj-ofe, the

work was fo ill performed, and withal i'o narrow, that

fsveral knights, and a great number of foldier^, were
there deftroyed by the fire-works which the Turks
were continually throwing at them. The chevaliers

Rufo and la Ricca expofing themlelves in all places,
were dangeroufly wounded, and quite dii'abled. They
were fucceeded by admiral Monti, who commanded in

chief. This officer immediately lent for a reinforce-

ment of a party of thole knights who had fignahzed
themlelves inihe defence of the fpur, and had juft be-

fore repulled the infidels with i'o much vigour. A con-
iiderable number of thele, and among the reft Quiney,
and the ferjeant-major Simione de Gordes, notwith-

ftanding their being wounded, would needs fharc in

thefe new dangers ; they ran to the breach at the head
of a company of brave inhabitants ; and, as if the firft

advantage which they had gained had been a certain

earneft
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carnefl cf vidloiy, their preience (bon changed the face

of the combat. The few knights and foldiers who
were left at this poft, at the fight of this reinforcement,
were infpired with frefli courage, and they all fought
with fo much intrepidity and refolution, that the vice-

roy, unable to withftand them any longer, was forced

to order a retreat to be founded, having (een moft of
his Algerine bravo's drop by his fide.

The bafha, defpairing to vanquifh the knights any
other way than by exhaufting and wearing them out,
refolved not to give them a moment's reft ; and there-

fore, after having engaged them for five hours toge-
ther fuccefTively, he renewed the alTault, and, inftead

of the Algerines, fent on the Janizaries, whom the

grand feignior had given him for this expedition.
Thefe foldiers, the main ftrength of the Ottoman em-

pire, advanced up to it with a bravery that is proof to

every kind of danger. 'Twas againft this formidable

body that the Chiiftians, parched with heat and thirft,

and quite fpent with fatigue, were forced to take up
arms. However, they, as if they had been infenfible

,
to the cravings both of hunger and thirft, and to the

raging heat of the dog-days, and had been invulne-

rable, gave the enemy a frefh volley with iheir fmall

arms, came up with them, and attacked them fword

in hand. They now dole together, each man ieizing

his oppofite adverfary, fo that in the midft of a gene-
ral engagement, there were frequently as many private

duels as there were combatants. The Janizaries dif^

covered as much intrepidity as the knights, nor were

lefs backward in braving dangers. The peril and fury
of the troops were equal on both fides; when a Turk,

perceiving the flaughter the chevalier de Qiiiney made
of his comrades, and not valuing what became of him-

felf, provided he could but kil' him, advanced up to

him, and firing his piece, fiiot him through the head,
but he himfelf fell the fame moment by the (word of
another knight. However, the death of this Janizary
was but a poor fatisfadion for the lofs the order fuf-

taincd by that of fo brave a knight. The chevalier dc

Simiaiie
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Simiane furvived him but a (cv/ moments ; he had put
himTelf at the head of a party of the inhabitants, com-

poled of men, women, and children ; and whilfl: the

latter were throwing ftones, fire-works, and boiling
oil upon the enemy, he charged them with fo much

fury, that the Turks, unable to ftand it, quitted the

breach, and took to their heels, in fpight of all the

cries and menaces of the baflia. Simiane, in order to

prevent their officers from bringing them on to a frefii

engagement, immediately fet pioneers to work, who,
in his prelence, and by his directions, laid wool-facks

and gabions upon the breach, and dug cuts behind the

firft barricado, which they fortified with good intrench-

nients. But as he, regardlels of his ownfafety, was em-

ploying himielf in fo urgent a work, and which was fb

neceffary for the fecurity of the place, his head was
ftruck off by a cannon-ball. Thus died a knight, wlio

was one of the moft diftinguiflied of his language, on
account of his birth, and ftill more fo by his bravery
and skill in the art of wai*. Upwards of forty more,
and about two hundred foldiers, loft theii* lives in this

laft attack. As they fought with very little intermif-

(ion, and that numbers of them were daily killed and

wounded, they were obliged to fill up their places
with new officers ; fo that the commander Anthony
du Fay, of the family of St. Romain, was made fer-

jeant-major, and the poft of Carlo-rufo and la Ricca,
who were both mortally wounded, was given to the

chevaliers John Antonio Grugno, and Julio Malvici-

Bo, who had both Ibme skill in fortifications, and in

the art of attacking and defending of fortrefTes.

The baflia, whom neither the greatnefs of dangers,
nor the difficulties he met with could difliearten, or-

dered a bridge to be framed after the model of that

which he had made at the fiege of St. Elmo, compof-
cd of the fail-yards and mafts of fliips. The grand
jiiafter, who forefaw the conlequcnces of it, and the

advantage it would be of to the Turks in ftorming the

place, attempted twice to fet it on fire in the night :

but his foldiers were repuUed both times^ and the ea-

VoL. V, C
tcrprifc
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terpiife appeared ^o difficult, that they wereconvincec!

it would beimpoflible for them to fucceed in it but in

the day-time. The danger was evident from the great
number of Janizaries, all of them excellent musketeers,
v/lio were polled on the counter/carp. The grand
mafter, as a proof that his neareft relations were not

dearer to him than the other knights, ordered Henry
de la Valette, his brother's fon, to make the attempt.
The young knight, who was full of fire and fpirit, in

company v/ilh the chevalier de Polaftron, his parti-
cular friend, fallied out at the head of a good number
of foldiers, in broad day-light. As the bridge was not

yet well fixed, he thought to break it down by tying

flrong ropes and cables to the pods and principal beams
that iiipported it, and afterwards to draw them by main
force out of their place, and \o make the whole work
fall to pieces. The Toldiers at firft let about it with

reiolution enough; but as they worked in aplace which
was expoied to the enemies fire, they were demoliflied

in a moment by a florm of fmall Ihot, which killed

abundance of them, and forced the reft to retire for

flicker under the fortifications of the caftle. Young
Valette, and the chevalier de Polaftron, were too brave

to follow the example of their foldiers ; and, not mind-

ing whether they followed them or not, endeavoured

to iiipply what v/as dcfedive on their part, and to fa-

ften the ropes them (elves to the props o^ the bridge.
But they met with the fame fate as their ibldiers ; for

they were Icarce got down to the foot of the bridge,
v/hen they were Ihot by two musket balls, that killed

them on thefpot. As the baOia had offered a reward
for every knight's head that fliouid be brought him,
fome Janizaries advanced immediately to ctit off thole

of la Valette and Polaftron. But the Chriftian foldiers

were in llich concein at having deferted their officers,

that they chole rather to loie their lives as they had

<3one, than to return back into the town without at

leaft bringing off their bodies along with them. This

brought on an engagement between the two parties ;

and the diipute who fhould gel polfeffion of the dead

bodies,
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bodies, was the occafion that many loft their lives on
both Gdes. But the Chrlftlans, being either ftronger,
or more obfthiite in the engagement, gained their

point at laft, and retired hack into the place witli this

forrowFul advantage.
The grand mafter bore the death of his nephew with

great conllancy of mind, and added this virtue to the

fhining qualities which he difcovered during the v/hole

courfe of the fiege ; and when fome old knights were

going to condole with him on his lofs,
" All the

*'
knights, fays he to them, are alike dear to me ; I

'* confider them all as my children, and I am as ienfi-

"
bly concerned at Polaltron's death, as th>it of laVa-

*' Jctte : after all, they have only got the dart of us
*^ for fome days : and in cafe the Sicilian fuccoars do
" not arrive, and that there is no poflibiiity of laving
**

Malta, we maft all die to a man, and be hurried un-
*' der its ruins." Whereupon an old commander tel-

ling him, that he had been informed by a deferter, that

the baflia had fwore, in cafe he fliould take Malta, to

put all the knights to the fword, and relerve only the

grand mafter, in order to prefent him to the grand

feignior :
'* 1 (liall take care to prevent him, replied"

la Valette ; and if the fiege, fo contrary to my hopes,"
ftiould end in fo fatal a manner, I declare, fays he,

" before you all, addrefling himfelf to the knights who
*' were about him, that I am refolved, in that extre-
"

mity, rather than they ftiall ever fee, whlift I am
*^

alive, a grand mafter carried in chains to Conftan-
''

tinople, to drefs my felf like a private Ibldier, and
'^

rufli into the mldft of the enemies battalions, there
** to be killed, and there die with my children and
*' brethren."

Su CH were the fentiments of this great man, fo tru-

ly worthy of his dignity ; and we may juftly affirm,
and indeed all the knights of that time agreed, that

the main ftrength of the ifland lay in the virtue, the-

courage, the refolution, and forefight of la Valette,
and that the fafety of Malta dei:>ended entirely upon his

jpreiervation. However, he valued his own life Icfs

C 2 than
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than he did that of others ; and after having been m
perfon to reconnoitre the bridge, where his nephew had
been killed, he ordered an hole to be made in the wall

overagainft it, and on the fame level, where he plarvted

apiece of artillery, which fired with fuch fuccefs, that it

ibon fliattered the bridge, and the night following they
fet fire to it, and burnt it to aflies.

The bafha, enraged at fuch a refiflance, and fear-

ing that the ill fuccefs of the fiege might draw upon
him the ililtan's difplearure, called an extraordinary
council of war. He there iirfl gave them an account

of all he had hitherto tran(a6k;d for the taking of the

ibveral fortrelFes of the ifland, and then veprefented to

them, that the only reafbn of his attacking fort St. Mi-

chael, was, becaufe it feemed the weakeft in the whole

ifland, which, if he could once take, it would open
him a way for the reducing of the great town and

caflleofSt. Angelo ; that however, he had not ne-

gle(5ted to batter incefTantly this laft place, with his ar-

tillery from mount Salvator, and other adjacent polls ;.

and that the fubjedl of their prefent meeting was to

confider whether they fhould give over the attack of

the ifle de la Sangle, in order to unite all their forces

againfl the caflle of St. Angelo ; or whether it were

not better, in order to divide and weaken the forces of

the befieged, to carry on the attack in different places
at the fame time.

The council, after a mature confideratioii of the

reafons on both fides, agreed to the lafl propofal ; and

it was accordingly refolved, that the bafha, with the

viceroy of Algiers, fhould continue the attack of the

ifle, whilft admiral Piali, with his marines, fliould lay

fiege to the great town and the caflle of St. Angelo :

and that, in order to prevent the viceroy of Sicily's

throwing any fuccours into thefe places, CandilefTa,

HafTan's lieutenant, fhould guard the I'ea with fourfcore

gallies well armed.

The bafha, purfuant to this fcheme, renewed his

batteries againfl the ifle de la Sangle; fo that not only
the walls and baflions of the fort were demoliflied, but

the
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the very houfes of the town, and the infide ofthe caftle

were likeways very much damaged, and there was
fcarce a place in it but what bore feme marks of the

fury of the cannon. Admiral Piali, on his fide, that

he might not be out-done by Muftapha, in his eagcr-
nefs for pufhing forward his work, raifed a new bat-

tery upon mount Siilvator of twenty cannons, among
which were three bafililes, or great cannons, and two

mortars, fome of which threw Ilone-bullets of three

hundred pound weight, and others iron balls of fixty,
and fome of fourfcore pounds. All thefe different bat-

teries played incelTantly upon the poll of Caftile, the

flank of the poft of Auvergne, and all other parts of

the fortifications, as far as the infirmary.
His engineers dire<5led their principal attack

againfl:

the poft of Caftile, fo that the trenches and other works
were very far advanced-on that fide. They laboured

at them night and day w^ith indefatigable induftry, not

io much as refting in the hotteft part of the day; info-

much that in a little time they ran them np to the walls

of the place, and intrenched themfelves fo well with
the earth which they dug up, and the ftones which were
ftiot againft the town^ that the workmen were all ua-

der covert.

The fiege grew more and more bloody every day,
and worle to be dreaded for its conletjuences ; the in-

fidels did not allow the belieged a moment's reft j one
while

tliey attacked a fingle place, and anon they af>

faulted feveral together at the lame time. The Chri-

ftians indeed repulied them with vigour, and killed

them abundance of men ; but yet, conlldering the dii-

proponion of their forces, they might be faid to lofe

more than the Turks, and their garrilbns were daily
weakened. The bafna, after having haraifed them for

four days together with continual skirmifiies, and of-

fers of attempting a fcalado in leveral places, made, /-^u-

guft the iecond, a frefh aifault on fort St. Michael.

The infidels, in hopes of plunder, advanced up to rhe

treach with great refolution. The befieged iuftaincd

the attack couragioufly, and repulied the enemy ; their

C 3 officers
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officers, during the fix hours that the attack lafted,

brought them on five feveral times to the afTault ; but

they were always received with the lame intrepidity.
As their troops, and particularly the Janizaries, expol-
ed themfelves boldly, the knights made an horrible

flaughter of them, and the bafha, fearing lell all the

reft fliould be cut to pieces, ordered a retreat to be

founded.

Five days afterwards, which was the (eventh of the

fame month, Muftapha made another alTault ; and, in

order to oblige the befieged to divide their forces, fent

three thoufand men to attack the baftion of Caftile,

whilft he himfelf marched at the head of eight thou*

fand to ftorm the fort of St. Michael. The only wea-

pons that were chiefly fought with at the poft of Ca-

ftile, were arrows and fmall arms : their defign was to

draw the principal forces of the order on that fide ; for

which purpofe the Turkifli musketeers and archers ad-

vanced but flowly to the ftorm. But their greateft ef-

forts, and the real attack was againft fort St. Michael.

The Janizaries, who were in the front, advanced bold-

ly with great fhouts, according to their ufual cuftom j

they were anfwered by a terrible fire from the place,

which killed them abundance ofmen before they could

come near the walls : but they, without being daunt-

ed at feeing nothing but death all around them, march-

ed with intrepidity over the bodies of their comrades,

and forced their way to the top of the breach, where

both parties,
as if they had been in the field, fought

with equal fury for four hours together ; the Turks

were for keeping the pofts they had feized upon, and

the Chriftians exerted themfelves to the utmoft, in or-

der to prevent their making a lodgement there. A-

mong the latter, all, even to the very women, fignaliz-

ed themielves againll the infidels : and whilft the pea-
fant and the citizen were defending their country, their

wives and children fought with an intrepidity which

equalled, in fome meafure, the refolute bravery of the

knights : and if paternal or conjugal love infpired

thoie men with a courage and force, to which they had

been
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l>een hitherto in fenfible, there were not wanting heroic

women, who ran to the afTiftance of their fathers,

their brothers, and their husbands, and who generoufly

expofed themlelves to the greatert dangers.

Some of tliele brought (tones, arrows, vi(fluals and

refrefhments to the combatants, whilft others of a more

dauntlels fpirit
mixed in the fray, and threw fire-works,

fcalding water, and melted pitch upon the Turks : the

fear they had of lofmg their honour and their liberty,

in cafe they fliouid fall into the hands of the infidels, in-

fpired thele brave women with a contempt of all the

horrors of impending death. The Turks, ftill furious

and eager for fighting, and enraged to lee their coa-

rse oppofed by fuch feeble enemies, fell upon them

without mercy, fo that feveral of them died by their

weapons, and the fire-works which they threw at them.

The breach and the caftle feemed all on fire, and the

tumult of the combatants, the claihing of their arms,

the cries of the foldiers, the groans of the wounded,
and of the perfons of both fexes who were

jufl: expir-

ing, and lay confounded together upon the ground,
formed a fpedacle that was as moving as it was dread-

ful.

The bafha, who had pofted himfelf at the foot of

the breach, ran with his fabre in hand, on all fides,

exhorting, intreating and threatning his foldiers, and

crying out, that if they would but exert themfelves a

little more, they would certainly carry the place. He,
with his own hand, killed two janizaries who had

thrown themlelves down from the breach, in order to

prevent their falling by the fw:ord of the knights. The
reft of his foldiers, terrified by this adion, and feeing
that the fwords of their officers were as fatal as thofe of

their enemies, laid afide all thoughts oT* putting an end

to the engagement any oiherwife than by cutting all the

befieged to pieces. Each fingle janizary fought with

as much eagerncfs, as if the vidlory had depended on
iiimlelf only. In fine, after the affault had lafted up-
wards of four hours, and at a time when the grand
mafter was in fome pain about the fuccefs of it ; the

bafha.
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bafha, to the great aftonifliment of the Chriflians, a*

well as of the Turks, ordered a retreat to be founded.

They were afterwards informed, that the commander

Mefqucta, governor of the Notable-city, had been the

occafion of it.

MusQUETA, who was an old officer, and a man
whofe vigilance extended it ielf to all places, feeing,

from the highefl: part of the city, that the caftle of St.

Michael looked as if all in a blaze, made no queftion,

but that the Turks were attempting a ftorm, and that

the befieged were attacked with the utmoft vigour ; up-

on which he ordered a body of cavalry to march out

of the place, each trooper carrying a foot-lbldier

behind him, in order to make a diverfion. The
chevaliers de Lugny and Vertura commanded this de-

tachment, who were ordered to go and difcover how

things flood at the fountain of la Marza, and moreover,

to attempt to furprife andcarryoff thefickand wounded

Ibldiers, whom the bafha had lodged in that place, for

the fake ofwaterjand the coolnels of the place ; but he

had not given them a ftrong enough guard. The che-

valier de Lugny, leaving his infantry in ambulh in a

neighbouring village or hamlet, called Azabugi, in or-

der to fecure his retreat, advanced to the fountain, and,

jSnding that the guards of the hofpital were difperfedup

and down the neighbouring hills, the better to view the

two aflliults, he ordered his troopers to alight, who,

falling upon the lick and wounded, made a dreadful

havock amon them. The furprife and confulion that

generally attend on fuch unexpected attacks, the cries

and groans of the dying, the flight of fuch of the

wounded as could efcape the fury of the Chriftians, all

thefe circumftances united, fpread a general terror over

the Turkifn camp ; the fugitives gave out it was the

van of the Sicilian army, and of the Chriflian fuccours,

which being landed near that place, were marching
forward to raife the liege. This report foon came to

thebafha's carsj and as in a general confternation, rea-

son often (erves to no other purpofe than to augment
the terror and belief of the danger, Muftapha, though

an
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an excellent officer, was impofed upon by the current

iniftake. This had been the occafion of his commajid-

ing a retreat to be founded ; when rallying his troops,
he put himlclf at their head, and advanced towards the

place where he expedled to meet the enemy : but he

found a general folitude in all places. For the cheva-

lier de Lugny, after executing his general's orders,

had judicioufly withdrawn himfclf. The baflia, arriv-

ing at the fountain of laMar2a,and being informed that

this bold enterprile had been atchieved by a party of

the garrilbn of the city only, he fell into a violent paf-

fion ; and that which particularly made his rage and
fliamc dill greater was, that he had fuftered himfelfto

be impofed upon fo vaftly, and had difcontinued an a(^

fault at a time when he had reafon to hope he fhould

fuccced in it. Whereupon he was firmly refolved to

return to the breach, renew the attack, and either die

upon it, or carry the place. But his principal officers

reprefented to him,^that night was coming on ; that his

troops were exceffively fatigued with the heat and ob-

Itinacy of the battle, and that it was abfolutcly necef-

lary to allow them time to refrefh themfeives. Thefe
realbns prevailed upon him to return back to the camp,
when they waited upon him to his tent, where he fpent
the night in forming newproje(5ls,in order to make him-
felf mailer of the bulwark of Caftile, and the fort of St.

Michael.

The baffia had not omitted one of thofe various

kinds of attacks, which the fatal fcience of war had in-

vented for the taking of fortrelles ; trenches, places of

arms, redoubts, cavaliers, faps, mines, fcalado.es, bat-

teries upon batteries, planted in various places^ and
affaults renewed almoft every day ; in a word, every

thing had been hitherto attempted, and generally ball-

led by the valour of the knights. Their prelence up-
on the breach, and their intrepidity, had fupplied the

places of the ftrongeft baflions. The Turkiih general,
in order to conceal his defign, and prevent their taking
meafures to oppo/e it, had again recourfe to mines : his

pioneers and foldicrs worked at them continually. The

knights
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knjghtsat the fame time exerting themfelves to the ut-

moft, in order to difcover and countermine them, when
they often met with the infidels, and came to an engage-
ment with them in thole fubterraneous paflages. The
great dilpute in thefe combats was, who fhould keep
pofleflion of the chamber of the mine,and it frequently-

happened that both parties were deft:royed,either by the
mine's taking fire, or by the falling and weight of the

earth that was blown up into the air, and which fell

back again upon the combatants. But the grand ma-
iler and his officers could not difcover all the.'e mines ;

ievcral efcaped the obfervations and fearchof the ableli:

engineers : The Turks had run Tome by different

channels under fort St. Michael, and the bulwark of

Caftile, both which places were entirely undermined.
The grand mailer and his knights, being always in a

manner between two fires, were not even fate on the

ground they ftood upon ; and they had as much rea-

ibn to dread the effe<5is of the cannon as that of the

mine, which fpiinging up at once, and without any
previous notice, was equally formidable.

In this dreadful (late of things, la Valette wrote ta
the viceroy of Sicily, to reprefent.to him the great need
he had of fpeedy fuccours, acquainting him that the
fortifications ofthe ifland were

intirely ruined; that he
bad loft on difierent occafions the jflower of his knights
who had rufhed fearlefs into danger ; that fuch intre-

pid warriors were not long lived ; that moft of thole

who furvived were (hut up in the infirmary ; that the

enemy was ftrongly intrenched before the walls ; and
that he conjured him, in confideration of the great di-

flrefs he was in, without either fortifications, troops,
or fuccours, to difpatch away, at lead, the two gal-
lies of the order, which lay in the port of Medina,
with the knights who were come thither from the re-

moteft countries ; it not being juft, as he obferved at

the conclufion of his letter, to be tender of a part, and
of a particular limb, when the whole body is expofed
to an almofl inevitable dellrudion.

Garsia
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Garsia, though ever waverhig and irrcfolute, yet

leeuig it highly concerned both his mafar's honour as

well as his own, to come to a final relblution, propof-
ed the affair in council. John Andrew Doria, whofe

courage juflly merited him the illuftrious name of his

great uncle, made him a propoial oF fitting out all the

naval forces of his catholic niajefty,and of fighting the

infidels at fea. But the viceroy immediately declared,

that he had no authority to venture a battle ; nor were

the reafbns ftrong enough to engage him to hazard the

royal navy : that in cale the Turks fhould happen to

be vidlorious, the coafiis of all his catholic majefty's

dominions would by that means remain unguarded,
and lie expoled to the invafions of the Turks ; ^o that

all that they had to confider was, whether it was the

the king's interefl to fend a part of his iroops to Malta :

and that,ruppofing they fhould come to that reiblution,

whether it would be pracfticable to carry over the fuc-

cours, and land them with, ut danger, and without the

knowledge or even in ipiie of all the oppofition the

infidels m'ght make. There was no great difHculty as

to the laft article. The (ea officers, whofe opinion was

firfl asked, unanimoufly agreed and demonftrated, that

a body of troops might be eafily landed in the ifland.

But the land officers were divided in opinion, with re-

gard to the (econd qutiVion, Alvarez dc Sande, a fa-

mous captain, ofwhom mention has beenalieady made,
wiih relpe<5l to the fiege which he fuftained in the ifle

ofGarbes, was intirely againfl the enterpriie, and

maintained ftifHy, that the king of Spain was neither

bound in juftice, nor engaged by his own interefl:, to

hazard his troops ; that it was la Valette's bufinefs to

confider his own circumfianccs, and the condition of

his forces, before he carried matters to too great an ex-

tremity, and that he, in imitation of the grand mafter

Viiliers de Lifle Adam, one of his lateft predecefTors,

might enter into a treaty with the enemy, and quit the

JUand upon tolerable conditions.

Such as were acquainted with Sande's valour, and

heard him deliver his opinion with fo much weaknefs,
could
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could not poflibly dive into the motives of it. Some
alcribed it to the fear he was under of falling again in-

to the hands of the Turks, who had treated him cruel-

ly during his captivity ; others fufpedled, that he did it

only in order to make his court to the viceroy, and per-

haps to Philip himfclf, who, as we have already ob-

ferved, minded nothing but fliew, and who, after hav-

ing got together a numerous fleet, levied troops in all

Hs territories, and filled all Europe with the noifc and

cxpedation of the fuccour he prete/ided to fend, would
not perhaps have been difplealed tliat a council of war,

compofed of the ableft generals of the age, (hould have

thought it improper for him to hazard a part of his

army.
But Afcanio della Corna, who had gained a great

reputation in the wars of Piedmont and Italy, main-

tained warmly, on the contrary, that they could not

decline fending fuccours to the knights of Malta, with-

out expofing themlelves to an eternity of reproaches.
He reprefented that they, ever flncc their eflablifhment

at Malta, had always exerted themfelves with the ut-

moft bravery in the defence of the kingdoms of Naples
and Sicily ; that whenever the infidels were to be en-

gaged at fea, or that a war was to be carried on in

Africa,they had always joined the fleets and armies of

his catholic majefly, and had been ever forward to ex-

pofe themlelves to the greatefl dangers for his fervice ;

that the bufinefs then in queflion was the prefervation
of an illuftrious order, an orderwhich, without any am-
bitious views, and without ever attempting to make
one fingle conqueft for its own private advantage, was

continually in arms, and daily facriiicing its lives for the

defence of the territories and fubjeds of all Chriftian

princes with the utmofl impartiality. He then deftend-

ed to particulars, and remonftrated, that as the fea of-

ficers had agreed that they might convey and afterwards

land the fuccours in the ifland without any danger, fb

thofe who were to command on fhore might, by poft-

ing themlelves advantageoufly, and by the favour of

the rocks, the hills, and pafiTes, with which the ifland

abound-
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abounded, cafily advance within fight of the places

befieged ; in which cafe the Turks, as they had not at

that time above i^ or 16,000 men left, and all of them

extremely harrafTed, would be obliged either to raife

the iiegc, or be themlelve* invefted j that the infidels

would be obliged to oppofe the attacks of the Chrillian

armv, and the fallics of the knights, and that at one

and the fame time, and in the midft of ilich engage-
ments, it would be an ealy matter for them to throw

fuccours into the forts, and to change, or at lead rein-

force the garrifbns.

This advice, being more generous, was carried by
a plurality of voices ; the viceroy himielf came into it,

and, in order to apologize for his affetSled delays, he

wrote immediately to the grand mafter, by which he

informed him, that he had
juft:

received orders fromMa-
drid whicli left him at liberty to follow the dictates of

his zeal and inclination for the order ; that he would

be at Malta cowards the latter end of the month with

12000 land forces; that Doria and Vitelli were to

bring 4^.00 more from Italy, and that he would im»

mediately lend away the two gailies of the order, un-

der the command of the chevaliers de Cornufton, and

St. Aubin, with upwards of 200 knights, befides a

great many gentlemen of different nations, who were

come to MelHna in order to fignalize themlelves in the

defence of Malta ; that indeed, the king of Spain his

matter, had ordered him, as (bon a? he fhould have land-

ed the troops, to return back with the (hips and gailies

to Sicily ; that notwithflanding the earned defire he

hadtodillinguifhhimlelf at the head of his army,he was

jndlfpeniably obliged to obey ; but that he, purfuant
to his prince's intentions, would, before his letting

out, leave exprefs orders with his general officers, to

fubmit to him as to their commander in chief.
'

How agreeable foeverthefe pofitive afTurances might
be, the grand mafter, who depended only on his own
forces, wa~ ftill as cartful and vigilant as ever: he was

continually vifiting the advanced pofts, was ever ex-

horting and encouraging the foldiers, and as he expof-
VoL. V, D cd
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ed himielf in places of the greateft danger, he was

frequently the firfi: man who engaged the enemy.
The knights, under the condudt of i^o heroic a ge-

neral, were ail of thera continually fighting, or bufied

in fome labour ; and if the iiiftorians of that time did

not aifure us of the fa(5t, we could hardly think it pro-

bable, that fuch an handful of warriors could have been

able to hold out io long as they did, againft fuch a

number of attacks as they fuftained, or bear up during
fuch a feriesof watching, wounds, and fatigues. Nor
did theTurks difcover leli bravery; and, above all, their

generals
could not To much as refled upon the obllinacy

of their defence, without fhame and vexation. Mu-
- ftapha and Piali, from a mutual emulation, attempted

every thing that open force could do, and employed all

the ftratagems that the icience of war could fuggell:;

and expoied their own peribns to the greatcft dangers,
as freely as they did thole of thcirfbldiers,in the hopes

they had, that he who (hould firft make himfelf ma-
tter of the pofl:

he attacked, would be honoured by
the Sultan with the merits of the whole enterprife.
This emulation inlpired the two generals with a

refolution of either dying in the breach, or carrying
the forts which they attacked. In purluahce of which,

they agreed to attempt a new florm ; to continue it, if

necelTary, for feveral days, aad even nights together,
and by that means weary out the knights, and van-

quilh them at lead byexhaufting their ftrength, in cafe

they could not triumph over their valour.

Pursuant to this refolution, they, on the iSthof

the month, at noon, in the greateiT: heat of the day,
advanced at the head of their ieveral bodies, imagining

they (hould find the knights afleep, and retired under

the fhade and (belter of their intrenchments. Thebafha
commanded his Ibldiers to ftoim the breach of St. Mi-

chael,andtheTurki(h admiral that of the baQion. of Ca-

ftile. Both the attacks were made with great refoluti-

on, but with various fuccefs at firft.

Some hours before the attack began at fort St. '^.li-

<:hael; the iufidcls had made fuch a terrible fire upon it,

that
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tliat they did not leave fo much as the lead piece of a

wall, foriiticatlon,or even intrcnchmcnt, ftandiug. The
baflia then ordeied his men to attempt a dorm ; and, as

they were the very flower of his troops, vi^ere brave, and

fought under the eye of their general, they performed
wonders. The knights received them with an intrepid

courage ; and, though worn out with fatigue, and the

greateil part wounded, they never had before di (cover-

ed 'io utter a contempt of danger. No Iboner dii<s one

drop, but another iiepped up in his place ; and, after an

obftlnate engagement, which laded for upwards of fix

hours together, they repulfed the enemy, more indeed

by the greatnefs of their courage, than by the vigour of

their ftrength.
The Turkifii cdmirars attack on the badion of

Cadile was equally dangerous and bloody. He had

deferred attempting the dorm for ibme time, in hopes
that the grand mader, when he ftiouid Tee that he

made no motion, would detach fbme oi the troops that

were to oppoie him, in order to (uccour the fort of St.

Michael, by which means be might make an advantage
of their abience ; hut not finding that any body dir-

red, he fprung a mine in a place where it was lead

fiffpe£ted, which threw down a pannel of the wall. As
foon as it had done execution, the bedegers, who were

ready for the dorm, fct up a great diout, mounted the

breach in a trice ; and the place had been certainly

lod, if the knights upon guard there, who were not

prepared for their reception, had been fulceptible of
fear. A chaplain of the order, brother William by
name, feeing thcTurkifh dandards fet up at the foot of
the parapet, ran in a terrible fright to the grand mader,
and made him dgns at a didance to retire immediately
into the cadle of St. Angelo. But the intrepid old man,
clapping on a light head-piece, without ftaying to put
on his cuirafs, advanced refolutely with his hai^^pike in

his hand to meet the infidels, when he, and the knights
who were with him, gave them fuch a furious onfet,
that they could not dand it, and leeing the inhabitants

, running in crowds to the grand mader's aflldance, they
D 2 began
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began to retire, but ftillmak'inga terrible fire from their

Ihiall arms ail the time. MendolFa, who commanded
at that pod, (being the grand mafter (landing by him,
and fearing lead: fome ball fhould take him off, begged
him on his knees to retire, rcpreienting to him that the

fafety of the illand, the lives, the liberty and honour
of the women and maidens, depended on his prefervati-

on, and that if they fhould lole him all would be loft.

But the grand mafter pointing to the Turkifh ftandards,

v/hich were ftill hoifted and waving in the wind, told

him, that he muft (iift iee thole trophies of the infidels

demohHiL'd ; upon which all the knights who were
about him ruflied forwards immediately, when a new
conibat cnfucd, in which the braveft men fell on both

fides : at laft the ftandards were tore down, and the

inSdcls forced to retire in difordij-r, covered with blood

and wounds. The gi'and mafter made no quefti-
on but that their leaders would foon bring them on to

the fame attack, and therefore ordered quarters to be

got ready for him there : the knights did not fail tore-

preient to him, that he had made choice of a place
which lay expofcd to the enemy's artillery ; but as he

was fenlible of the importance of that poft, and how
neceifuy his prefence was to defend it, nothing could

prevail upon him to remove from it. So after thank-

ing the knights for the teftimonies they gave him of

their affedion,
^^ Will it be poilible for me, fays he to

them, at the age of leventy one, to end my life

more glorioufly, than in fighting with my brethren
*' and my friends for the fervice of God, and the dc-
" fence of our holy religion f"

The Turks, as the grand mafter had forefeen, re-

turned that very night to ftorm both places : the at-

tack was chiefly carried on with linall (hot, and the

beiieged on their fide plied their enemies on all fides

with granadoes, flaming hoops, and fire-works, fo that

they fought almoft by no other light, than that which
was made by the fire of the artillery and fmall arms.

The Turkifh foldiers at the foot of the breach, not

knowing how to dire«^ their own fliot, or lecure them-*

felves
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(elves from that of the Chriftians, gave over the attack

feveral times ; but their officers ftriking and cutting

them with their canes and lcimiters,forcedthem bacl^ as

ofieii. The foldiers who were as much incented at this

trearmcnt,as dilhearicned by the rcliftanccofihe knights,

and being unable either to advance upon the works or rc-

tirejrefolved to impoieupon their generals ; when, as if

they had been (lillattackingthe knights, they onlv ftiuck

their iwords upon iheir bucklers, and iet up their fliouts

as ufual in battle. But the baftia perceiving at laft, not-

withftanding the darkneis, that all the cries and noiie

they made was a m.eer (ham, thought proper to defer

the attack till day fhould appear, and immediately or--

dereda retreat to be founded.

I CANNOT tell whether I may not have juft rea{bn

to fear, that the reader will be tired with the repetitions

of ib many alTaults, fo little different from one another;

but as both parties diftinguiflied themielves in thofe

fceues by performing the moft brave, and the moil-

heroic adtions, and as the knights particularly, though
reduced to a fmall number, fbftained for fome months,
both day and night, the continuibl attacks of anumber-

lefs multitude of enemie?, who relieved one another by
turns, but never allowed them a moment's relt, I ima-

gined that this detail might be of u!e, as it gives a more

juft idea of the intrepidity of the combatants ; and

that I was moreover obliged to it, in order that tny nar-

ration might not be wanting in exadtncfs.

Be that as it will, the balha the dav Following, be-

ing Auguft 19, gave the fignalfor an aflault at both at-

tacks, by a general diicharge of his batteries. 1 he

Turks came on with frefh relolu ion to that of St. Mi-

chael, hoping to make themielves mafters ac lead of

the ravelin. What gave looni to thele hopes was a

machine, being a kind of carcafTe, hot much larger,

made in the (hape oF a long barrel, covered over

with iron hoops, and Hiled with gun-powder, chains,

nails, bullets, and all kind of iron iuftrumeivts. The

engineer, after having faftenfd a inaich of a proper

length to
it,

found means to throw it upon the ravelin,

D 3 where
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where it fell among tlie kniglits who defended it. But

they, no way daunted at this finoking machine, catch-
cd It up before it took fire, and threw it back upon the

enemy, who were crowding to mount the breach ; it

burft a moment after, and, tearingevery thing to pieces
that came in its way, fent heads, legs, and arms, up in-

to the air. The Turks, in a fright, immediately dif-

perfed themfelves ; (bme fied as far as their trenches,
when the Chriftian foldicrs, animated with this diimal

fpedtacle, and in order to make their advantage of the

,terror their enemies were in, fell in among them fword
in hand, made a terrible havock, and forced the reft to

retire.

Pi A Li's attack at the baftion of Caftile was more

dangerous, and lafted a conliderable while longer.
The infidels came on with an air of refolution, and in

fpite of the continual fire of the Chriftians, which
killed them abundance of men, they forced their way
to the top of the parapet, and fixed their ftandards up-
on it. At the Ihouts the Turks gave, who fancied

they were mailers of the place, la Valette, who was
not far off, ran thither with pike in hand, and charged
the enemy with the utmod fury. The infidels refilled

them with the fame intrepidity, when they fought to-

gether with their pieces at their adverfaries breall. The
commander of Bonnefeigne loft his eye by a musket-

ball, as hewas fightingby the grand mafter'sfide; others

fcii by the fword and fire-works. The g-^and mafter,

advancing too far in the danger not to have his (hare

of it, was wounded dangeroufly in the leg by the

fplinter of a grenado. He generoufly difrcgaided it as

Jong as the combat kited, continuing ftill, by his

fpeeches ss well as example, to animate his men, and

thereby pievailed upon the common foldiers to fight, and
behave themfelves like Co many officers, and as men
-who were infpired with a true ihnk of glory. A zeal

for religion had the like cffedl upon the minds of the

pcafants and townfmen, by making them flight all the

horrors of firroundlng death, and put all the comba-
tants as it were upon a level. A confiderable number

of



John de la Valette Grand Majler. 4^

of knights, braving the impending danger, met here

with an honourable period to their lives. Cencio Caf-

coni, an old knight, who commanded at the Spur of

St. Michael, informed of the danger to which the

grand ma(ler \\as expofed, ran to his fuccour with a

body of ibldiers and inhabitants, and was the firll who
mounted on the parapet, together v/ith the chevaliers

Bergia, MendofTa, Don John, and de la Roche Pe-

reyra. Pikes and iwords were then the only weapons
ufed; theTurks andChrillians often grappled together,
and fought with a rage and fury as if every private
man had been revenging an old quarrel, and gratifying
a perlbnal hatred. Both parties were continually lend-

ing new reinforcements to the combatants, which made
the battle lad till night. In fine, the knights who
fought in the grand mafter's p-.efence, made fuch pow-
erful efforts, that they recovered the parapet, and drove

out the infidels.

MusTAPHA, who neither allowed his enemies nor
his own troops any interval of reft, attempted another

ftorm the day following, which was the twentieth ;

not that, after fo many repeated trials, he expetfled to

carry places, io well defended, at once ; but as he
knew the grand mafter's ftrength lay principally in

his knights, who were reduced to a (mall number,
his defign in carrying on thefe continual attacks was
to take ibme of them offevery day, and by that means
at laft reduce thefc tv/o places, as he had already done
fort St. Elmo, for their want of men fuificient to de-

fend them.

PIo WEVER, as he faw his foldiers began to be dif-

phited by thele perpetual attacks, in which he loft

abundance of men, he let himiclf to contrive a way to

fecnre them from the llnall (hot of the knights, which
made a dreadful havock" among them. For this purpoie
he invented a kind of head-piece, made of thin wood,
but proof againft musket-fhot, which reached down to

their ftioulders. He caufed eight thoufand of his foot,
to put on this new kind of armour, and advanced at

their head to attack fort St. Michael : but when they
were
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were to engage, his foldiers were fo encumbered, fo

unea y, and (b much weighed down wiih the(e wooden

helmets, that they could neither attack the ChriiVians

nor defend themfelves ; fo that they were tbrced to take

OiFib troublelbme a load, and then, naked as it were,
advanced boldly to attack the Fort, They were led on

by Cheder, iangiac or governor of Boiiine, an old of-

ficer of good reputation in the army, who had promiP
ed the bafha either to carry the work, or die in the at-

tempt. This old foldier, who was uled on fighting-

days to wear fine cloaths, the better to diftinguifh hini-

felf, was then drelTed in a rich vt-ft, and advancing

boldly up to the parapet, com.nanded the officer who
carried his enfign,to hold it aloft ^ but the officer was
foon killed, and the enfign thrown down. Upon this

thefangiac immediarely ordered it to be taken up again ;

and though the poft he was in was very much expof-

cd, and ieveral Turks were killed fuccefhvely one

after another in the attempt, he ftill had it railed and

hoifted aloft in the fight of the combatants during all

the time the ftorm iafted. In fine, the lad wlio carried

it, having met with the fame fate as his comrades, he
himfeif took it ; and holding it in one hand, and his

icimiter in the other, he fought, and obliged his (bldi-

ers to fight with wonderful relblution. But his fine

cloaths drawing all eyes upon him, and his valour, and
the deadly blows which he dealt about^diflinguifhing him
flUl more, the chevalier P. fToa, the grand mafter*s page,
killed him with a musket-bail, when a Turkifli officer

immediately took his place, and encouraged the fol-

diers to revenge the death of their general.
They indeed maintained atfiril their poll with refo-

lution enough ; and ib many fingle combats were, as it

were fought,between (everal officers of both parties about
who fhould get polTefTion of the fangiac's body. The
Turks at lafl: carried it off; but they were ^xO warmly
purfued, that they were forced to take to their, heels.

In this rout, a knight threw himfelf on Gheder's enfign ;

but he who carried it, though mortally wounded, held

it fo fall, that he was forced to break the ftafF of it in

his
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his hajirls, and could only carry off the (::olours, v/hich

were torn to rags. Several knights of dillindlion were

killed in this engagement. The commander John de

la Cerda, afliamed of the weaknefs he had d-ilcoveied

at the defence effort St. Elmo, had, in order to repair

his honour, been for Ibme time palt ieeking death, as it

were, in every poft of danger. He at kngih met

with it on this occafion, and died bravely on the

breach.

THETurkifh foldiers, beginning to defpond after ^o

many bloody dorms attempted in vain, the bafha

found it necelTary to allow them an interval of tvv'o or

three days red:. But on the 20th, a letter was thrown

into the great town, which they took up and carried,

icaled as it was, to the grand mailer, who found no-

thing in it but this one word, 'Thurfday. He was not

at a lofs to underftand the meaning of it, and that it

was to exped: a frefh aifault upon that day. He ac-

cordingly prepared for it, with his ufal courage and

relblution ; and in order to prevent any furprile, and

to Ibund the dii'pofiiion of his men, he cauled a fal£*

alarm to be given on Tuefday the one and twentieth.

Everybody ran readily to his poll:; and by this trial the

grand m.iiler had abundant reafon to be pleafed with

the vigilance of the officers, as well as with the alacrity

of the Ibldiers. He only obferved, that by the daily
lofs they had fuftained of a good number of knights,
fome of them were wanted in certain pofts, in order to

head and animate the Ibldiers.

This report reached the infirmary; all the wound-
ed knights, who were able to ftand upon their legs,

bravely fallied out, and, like tholeof fort St.Elmo, chofc

rather to face death, and meet it on the breach, than

wait for its coming in their beds. The grand mafter,

admiring their generous fpirit, diftiibuted them into

the leveral places where they were moll: wanted : and,

finding himfelf fuftained by warriors who leemed to

have fomething in them more than h.uman, he waited

with impatience for the return of the enemy.
But
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But he had not long to wait ; for, purfuant to tlie?

notice which had been given him, they prelented them-

ielves on the twenty-third at both attacks : the bafha

led on his troops in perfon to ftorm fort St. Michael.

This place, during the ficknefs of admiral Monti, was
defended by the marfhal Copier, the commander Gioa

general of the gallics, and by a conliderable number of

the principal commanders of the order. The Turks,
animated by Muftapha's prelence and example, fought
with great courage ; none of them boggled at danger,
nor did they meet with a le!s vigorous refiftance from

the befleged. If the Turks, by making a bold ftrugglc,
ever got an inch of ground, they were /bon repulled
from it by theChriilians. Each party had its alterna-

tive of good and ill fuccefs, without any one's being
able to judge on what lide the victory inclined : the

bafha dil covered, on this occafion, all that the bravery
and condud or a great general could perform, in order

to (urmount the diiadvaniages of his Gtuation j but the

knights, having an advantage in their polt, made fuch a

terrible fiie with their Ihiali arms, from the top of tlie

breach, and were fo well feconded by all their artille-

ry, that the Turks, after having lolt abundance of their

men, loft likeways their courage. Such as were far-

theft off the breach began to fteal away from the dan*

ger J (uchas were nearer and more cxpoied took to their

heels ; nay, even their very oiiicers gave back, and,
in Ipight of all the baftia could either fay or do, he could

never bring them on to the ftorm again, 'io that he was
forced to command a retreat to be iounded, in order to

fave the honour ofhis troops.

But the attack of the bulwark of Caftile lafted Ions-

cr, and was carried on with more vigour, and attended

with greater danger: it was ufliered in with a furious

fire from the Turkifh batteries, which played upoa
the breach in order to drive theChriftians from thence,
at the fame time that a body of Janizaries, afllftcd by
a crowd of pioneers, were railing a kind of platform
clofe by the wall, and higher than the parapet : they
here pofted a party of musketecrS; who made fuch a;

conti-
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continual fire upon the be(ieged, that no body could

appear either on the breach, or along the parapet, but

was immediately killed. The grand mafter, who was
ever in the hpttefi part of the fire, and of the danger,
ran to the place ; his prefence ijifpired the befieged
with frefli courage ; nor was that of the befiegers any
way damped j and tliough the whole time was fpent
in firing at one another, the combat was ncvertheleis

bloody. It laited till night, and in fpight of all the

fire the grand mafter could pofUbly make from all his

batteries, he yet was not able to filence that of the ene-

my, who ilattered themlelves, as their cavalier com-
manded the breach, that they fhould make themfelves

mafters of it the next day.
Things being in this deplorable condition, the

council of the order met to confider what meafures

were proper to be taken : the town was undermined
on all iides, the fortifications ruined, the enemy in

pofTeflion of the out-works, and the breach in a man-
ner blocked up by the cavalier, which was 'io clofe to

the wall that the infidels could leap from it into the

place. Moft of the great crolTes advifed the grand
mafter to abandon it; to blow up wha: fortifications

were left, and to retire in time with their ammunition
and provifions into the caftie of St. Angelo, which had
as yet received no damage. They reprelented to him
the daijger they were in of the fortrels's being carried

the next time a ftorm fhould be attempted, in cixC they
fhould ohftinately reiolve to make a loiager, and at

the fame time, uielefs refiftance ; that in the hurry and
confufion of a forced retreat, they would not probably
have time to get to that fortrefs, the lift that was \t.it.

them ; that the old men, and the women, would be in

danger of falling a prey to the fury and bruiaiity of the
barbarians ; whereas, on the contrary, if adrongguard
was but put upon the breach, they would have leifure

enough, whiift the foldiers and inhabitants fliould be

retiring, to carry their ammunition and provilions in-

to the caftie, and to take fuch precautions as fhould be

necelTary for its ieciu-ity and defence,

TilE
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The grhnd mafter rejeded this advice with as much
horror and indignation, as if they had propolcd the

delivering up of the whole ifiand to the infidels ;

upon which he (hewed the council, that the great

town, and the ifle de la Sangle, which {till held out, <

la\' ^o near together, and that there was inch a reci-

procal and necefTary communication between them,

that there was no defending or abandoning the one

without the other, fo that the giving up the bulwark

of Caftile to the enemy would be to give up fort St.

Michael at the fame time ; belides, that the caftle of

St. Angelo could never hold the foldiers, the inhabi-

tan':s, and the great number of people who were to be

taken out of thofe two places ; that the ciftern of the

caftle could not fupply water enough for their drink,

and that the bare want of a thing lo abfolutely necef-

fary for the fupport of life would reduce them in a few

days to the fiital neceffity of either dying of thirft, or

furrendering the place to the Turks. The lords of

the council replied, that if there v/as a neceflity of their

holding out the town and the caftle of St. Michael to

the laft exti-emity, they yet begged him to withdraw

into the caftle of St. Angelo, and carry thither the re-

lics and ornaments of the churches, with the moft im-

portant writings and papers of the treafury j and that

they ftiould be in no pain for tbemfelves, provided his

perfon were but in fafety, after which they fhould face

all the perils
of a new ftorm with pleafure. The grand

mafter, who was not to be fliaken in what he once

had refolved upon, and who foreiaw Ihat the carrying
of the effects of the order into the caftle of St. Angelo
would give the foldiers room to imagine, that they
were not thought fafe enough in the town, reje^ed
this fecond advice alio, and, addrefling himlelf to the

whole aftembly,
'* 'Tis here, my dear brethren, faid

** he to them, that we muft either die together, or
** drive out our mercilels enemies." And to fhew the

commanders who weie about him, how far he was

from retirir.g into the caftle of St. Angelo, or making

any provifton for his own lafety, he only left juft a
few
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few foldiers in it fufficient to manage the artillery, and

drew out all the reft, employing them with the garri-

fon during the whole night long, in making cuts and

intrcnchments within the place. He himfelf-Tuperin-
tendcd over thefe leveral works, with (b much art and

capacity, that though the Turks Ihould the next day
have carried the firft intrenchment, they would ftili

have found another behind it, and that too rai/ed fo

high as to command them entirely ; lo that by difput-

ing every inch of ground with them in this manner, he
faw himfelf in a condition to hold out till fuch time as

the viceroy of Sicily might have an opportunity ofcom-

ing to his afliftance.

However, as the platform which the Turks had
railed againft the wall gave him a lecret uneafinefs, he
communicavcd his thoughts to the commander de Cla-

ramont, of the language of Arragon, whofe capacity he
well knew, and, by his advice, caufed a liole to be

opened in the wall the night following, with as little

noile as pofTible. The commander, attended by Fran-

cis Guevaradu Pereira, and {bn;>other Spanilh knights,
fallied out at the gap, ftole ibfrly along the foot of the

wall, till they got upon the platform, and then letting

up a great ftiout, they attacked the guards that Piali

had left there, who fancying the whole garrifon was

falling upon them, fled away with precipitation. Cla-

ramont, inftcad of deftroying this work, thought it ad-

visable to fortify it : the grand mailer immediately
fent him a party of foldiers and pioneers, who foon
railed a parapet upon it to cover their musketeers.

They likeways planted fome pieces of cannon upon it,

and the Turks were greatly lurpriled and confounded
to fee the knights employ a work againft them, which

they had railed in order to haften the deftrudion ofthe
Chriftians.

The ill fuccefsthey had met with at the attack of the

poft of Caftile did not damp the ardor and eagernelsof
the baflia; perhaps it m"ght have given him an ill-natur-

ed pleaiiire, or, at leaft, as he flattered himfelf with
the hopes of taking fort St. Michael^ he was not lorry
Vol. V. E to
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to find tliat the admiral haj not firft opened the way to

vidoiy, in order to ingrofs all the honour of it to

himfelf. In the beginning of September, he ordered a

new ftorm to be attempted ; the Janizaries, to whom
he had promifed the plunder of the place, ran like fo

many furies to the foot of the breach, nor could the

fhot of the artillery, the ftones, the Ibalding water, or

the fire-works which the befieged poured dov/n upon

them, prevent their getting to tlie top of it.
^
They

were already in poffelTion of almoft: all the balVions of

the fort ; there was nothing left between them and the

befieged but a wooden partition, and they weiefo clofe

together, that their muskets croffed one another. The

fight
lafted for a long time with equal fury ; but at laft

theinibperable bravery of the knights triumphed over

the obftinacy of the Turks. They made them give

ground before them, and threw them headlong down

iiom the breach, in fpite of all the baflia could do,

who novv began to defpair of reducing the place any

other way than by famme, which he ftili hoped might

oblige a body of m^» to fubmit to a capitulation,

whom he could not vanquifn by open force or (Irata-

geni .

But it was not long before he was informed, that

he had more reafon to dread a want of provifions than

the knights : the commiiTaries of his (lores acquainted

him, that a fliip,
which had been fent to the ifie of

Gerbes for corn, was taken by the Sicilian gallies ;

that they had not meal to ferve them for above twenty

five days ; and the officers of his artillery told him that

their powder was almoft fpent. Under fuch unlucky

difappointments,
and particularly through the fear he

was under, leaft the fultan fliould make his head pay

•for the ill fuccefs of the expedition, he refolved to

make a laft ftruggle on the Notable city : and though

the taking of this place, which was fituated in the

middle of tlw.country, was of no great confequence

for the conqueftof the illand,hc yet fancied, ifhe could

hut take it, and carry away all its inhabitants with him

hno fiavery, as the fureft teftimonies of his vidory, the

noife
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no'ifc of fach an advantage, though not a very matenal

one, would pacify the grand fignior ; who might like-

ways be well enough pleafed, for the lake of his own

reputation, and for the glory of his arms, to have the

people dazzled with fuch an appearance.
With this view, on the lad day of Anguft, he Cct

out from his camp with four thou land men of his bed

troops, compoled of Janiz-aries andSpahi. The place

had been reprefented to him as poorly fjrcified, Co thit

h-2 was in hopes of tvikin^j it by fe-alado. But the

ftrength of places does not conlifl: lo much in the

bulwarks and baftions with which they are fnrround-

ed, as in the valour of the troops, and the capacity of

the governor who defends them. Mefquita, the brave

Portuguefe knight, of whom mention hi3 bsen already

made, though he had but a weak garrifon, put on an

air of boidnels and reiblution upon the fr.il approaches
©f the enemy. Reordered the courtinc to be lined

with cannons, muskets, pikes, ftandards, and colours ;

and, in order to make the Turks believe that his garrl-

fon was very numerous, he m.ade the people of the ci-

ty, and the inhabitants ofthe country, who had retired

thither for refuge, to mount upon the walls with his

fbldiers : even the women themfelves, dreffed in mens

cloaths, mixed among the reft, and appeared in arm*

upon the bulwarks and baftions.

The artillery now began to thunder on all fides,

and make a continual Hre. The engineers, whom the

bartia had fent to reconnoitre the town, and the places

where they might fix their ladders, were terrified at

the fight of thefe warhke preparations. Their fright

made them perhaps fancy them to be greater and more

formidable than they were in reality: accordingly they

reported to the general, that there was no attempting
to carry a fort by fcalado, that was defended by inch

a numerous garrifon, without expofing the beft troops

he had left to be knocked on the head before his eyes ;

and that fuch places were not to be taken but by a re-

gular liege, and by attacking them in form. The ba-

flia^ who had neither forces nor time enough for fuch

E 2 an
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an cntevprife, and being, moreover, afraid of being fur-

prifed by the fuccours which were daily expeded from

Sicily, returned to his camp in the iitmoft uneafinefs,
nithoat knowing what nieafures to take, or on what
fide to turn his arms. His projedts and ftratagems were
now quite ex haulted : in this uncertainty he aflembled

sW the engineers of his army, and prefled them to in-

*cnt feme machine that might be of iervice in a new
siTault, and bring this tedious and difficult enterprizc
to an end. The engineers replied, that they had al-

ready exhauftcd all the Iccrets of their art, and that the

reft depended on the courage and bravery of his troops.
However they, in order to liuisfy him, framed a wood-
t;n tower, which was puihed along upon rollers up to

the breach of fort St. Michael. This tower, like the

old machines made ufe of in (leges before the inventioQ

of cannons, had feveral (loreys. The higheft, which
over-looked the place, was filled wirh musketeers,
who poured in their fliot upon all that durft fhew their

heads ; and lo fecure this laft ftorey from being annoy-
ed by the batteries of the caftle, the infidels had no
fboner fired a volley ; but they, by means of certain

T^heels wirhin the machine, and probably by the weight
of the counterpoife, and the help of pullies, let dowa
the top of the tower, which was then fheltered by the

wall of the place, and refted againft it. The Turks,

by the help of this machine, killed abundance of men
at fiift ; but a Maltele carpenter, Andrew CafTar by
name, a man who was very skilful in his bufinels, af-

ter having examined the ftruflure of the tower, caufed

a loop-hole to be made in the wall, diredly oppoiite
to this wooden caftle, where he placed a culveriii

loaded with chain-fliot j and the moment the Turks

were hoifting up their machine, he fired his cannon up-
on it, which took it in the middle, and (battered it to

pieces ; fo that the fbldiers, who were in the highefl

ftorey, either broke their necks with the fall, or were

bruiled to death under its ruins.

The baflia, vexed to the foul to fee all his entcr-

prifes niifcarry, and uneafy at that which was forming

againft
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againft him at Meffina, refolvcd to fall to mining again.

Accordinglv he let his pioneers toworkagain, and had

rccourlc to this lall reiburce ; not (o much in hopes of

fuccels, as 10 keep his tmons from imagining ihat he

himlelf deipondcd; from his lufFering them to coniiuue

m inadtivity, iJut the knights, by opcnIiTg pits and

countermines in all fulijedcd places, defeated the mea-

ftires of the inlidels. They likeways, on their fide,

ran other mines under the pofis which the Turks

had ieized, and blew up a great number of them.

The Chriftians now itood no longer on the defendve,
but made feveral lallies, in which all iht advantage
was on their fide; [o that they began to fmcy they
could force the Turks to raile the liege, without the

afij (lance of the viceroy. The afieded delays of that

Spanifh nobleman, had, for fome time, made the grand
maiter delpair of receiving any fuccoursfrom him; and

though his fleet was in a readinefs, and both the"* offi-

cers and ibldiers, intended for the lervice, exprelT d an

extraordinary eagernels to fi2;nalize themfelves aga'nfl:

the infidels, nevenhelels, the viceroy could not prevail
with himlelf to let fail ; and his irrelblution made it he

very much doubted whether he would really embark,
or wait for the news of fome diiafter which he might
make ule of as a handle to excufe himxelf from fettin^

out at all.

The noife however of thefe preparadons had

brought above two hundred knights, commanders and

great croifes of different languages, to Mcifina, whofe

only view of coming thither was in hopes of meeting
with fhips to tranlport them to Malta. The viceroy's
dilatorinefs put them out of all patience ; the grcatefl

part of them never left his palace, lb that they befieged
him as it were. There were even fome of them, who,
being bolder than the reft, and finding intreaties could
not avail, had recourfe to reproaches. The viceroy,
who was naturally proud and haughty, complained a-

bout it, and was moreover offended, that the knights^
when they fpoke to him, did not give him the ftile of

Excellency. Lewis de Laftic, grand prior ofA uvergne,
E 3 faid
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fald to hira bluntly on this occafion,
"

Provided, Sir,'
^ we do but arrive time enough at Malta to fuccoar
'^ the order, I will give you, v/ith all my Ibui, the
'•

title of excellency, of highnefs, or> if you, pleaie, of
^^

majefty." The viceroy only fmiled at what he faid j

and hearing that that old knight was deicended of a

noble £irnily, and had acquired great honour in France

in the wars againll the Proteftants, he drew hlni afide,

and told him in private, that he, in confideration of his

quality and merit, would explain himfelf to him, and

difcover the moft fecret recelles of his heart. Ke told

him, that whatever pomp and outfide might be annex-

ed to his dignity, yet his authority was not-anfwerabic

to it ; that it was not always in his power to follow

the impulfe of his courage ; and that he was the de-

pendant of a prince, who, in order not to expofe his

own reputation, or bring himlelf into any difficulties,

often left his niiniilers to guefs at his intentions ; that

ever lince he had fancied, from fomc hints, that he

would not be difpleafed that Malta fliould be fuccour-

cd, his nrfl defign was to go with all his mafter's na-

val force to fight the Turkifli admiral ; but not having
ii fuilicicnt number of veiTels for that purpofe, he had

refclved, in concert with the grand mafler, to throw a

body often thoufand men at lead into the ifland ; that

he would lead this fuccour in perion ; that the cheva-

lier Vincent Anaftagi, an excellent engineer, had fur-

niilied him with an exacft plan of the ifland, and all the

places proper for landing his troops ; that the grand
mafter had llkevvays fent him all the Sgnals and coun-

icr-iignals which they were to make from the fortrefles

of the ifland, 'and the caftle of Goza ; and that he hop-
«d to fet out from IVIeirina on the tvvcnty-firft of Augufl
at farthefl:. He kept his word, and arrived on the

twenty-fecond at Syracufe, which was the general ren-

dezvous of the whole army; when making a general

review, it was found to confift of near eight thoufand

men, mofl: ofthem old foldiers, and veteran bodies, that

had ferved in all the wars of Italy.

Alvarez -
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Alvarez de Saiide commanded the regiment of

Naples ; Sancho de Londono that of Milan ; Vincent

Vitelli was at the head of a great body of volunteers of

Italy and other nations ; and Aicanio della Corna was

appointed major-general during their voyage. The

viceroy kept the fupreme command in his own liands^

till iiich time as the troops fliould be landed : but after

his departure the council of war, till they fliould have

joined the grand maftcr. was to determine of ail enter-

prizes by a plurality of voices, and the orders were to

be given in the name of his catholic majefty.
On the firll of September all ihe fleet hoiiled /ail^and

(et out under the dilcharge of all the artillery, and with

the fiiouts of the whole army. The rendezvous was
at the little ifleof Linofa; they met with bad weather,
which difper(ed their fliips, and drove them out of their

courie, but when the ftorm was over, the viceroy, in

order to give them time to come up with him, as well

as to refrelh the Ibldiers, after the fatigue of the fea,

put into Favignana, a little illand near Trapini in Sici-

ly. On the fourth, the fleet put to fea again, and ar-

rived at the little iiland of Linoia, where the viceroy
met with letters from the grand mafler, by which he

acquainted him, that he might fafely make a defcent

about Mugiaro, and the road of Melecca, W'here there

was good anchoring. But the viceroy's motions gave
them frcfii reaibn to fuiped that he did not intend to

make any uleofthis advice ; for he, inftead ofentring
the channel of Goza, failed along the fouth coafl of the

iile of Malta, and iiifFered himlelfto be difcovered by
theTurkifli frigates that came out of Marza Siroc. One
would have thought, that he did not fo much want to

land, as to find (bme oppofition that might oblige him
to tack about, and return into the ports of Sicily. The
Uilial accidents that happen at fea furnillied him with
one to his mind ; for there role in the night a flrong

gale of wind mixed with rain, which blew wi^h ib

much violence, that the van-guard, commanded by Car-

dona, was ieparatcd from the reft of the fleet. The
weather proving calm in the morning, the viceroy dif-

patchrd
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patched fome light frigates to learn whither the wind
had driven him ;

but they,not meeting with any account
of him, he tacked about a lecond time, and flood a-

way for Sicily, doubled cape PalTaro, and put in at

PafTal, where Cardona, who had been in queilofhim
to no purpofe at Goza, came up and joined him ; but

he had firft landed his troops. Every body then began
to doubt of the fuccour, and they faid publicly, that if

it were pofli'jle to fave Malta, nothing but the invinci-

ble valour of the knights could cfFedit. Such ofthem
as were on board the fleet openly exprcflcd their de-

teftation of the viceroy's timorous prudence, and the

excefTive precaution he ufed ; and to m.ike the misfor-

tune iliil greater, above one thoufand five hundred ibl-

diers delei ted, lb that the army was in a few days re-

duced to lefs than fix thoufand men. The viceroy,
ftartled at (o confiderable a deieriion, relapied into his

ufual irrefolution : upon which he called a council of

war, where he again projofed to them wheilier or no
it might be proper to attempt the relief of Malta.

Whilft they were debating this queftion, a great noile

of confufed voices and cries was heard at the council-

door, demanding that they ftiould let fall immediately.
The general officers, who, out of complaiiance to the

viceroy, had given their opinion in a doubtful and am-

biguous manner, were well enough pleafed to lee the

foldiers, who had no mcaiures to keep, come and ex-

plain their real lentiments in a bolder manner. The
viceroy, by the airof their coumenace, f?nd the filence

they kept in the midft of a tumult, which their own
foldiers had raifed, ealily penetrated into their real in-

tentions. He ftood out no longer. So that he might no

longer refill the real fentiments and vvifhes of the coun-
cil and the whole army, they reimbarked on the fixth,
and arrived the (ame day in the afternoon within fight
of Malta. All the fleet fliouted for joy when they en-

t-cred the ftreight or channel of Goza : but the viceroy,
Kot willing to run the hazard of landing in the night,

they, by his orders, came to an anchor, and ranged
thcmfclves near the little iflesof CominoandCominote,

The
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The next day in the morning, being the fevcnth, the

fleet put into the road of Melecca, and landed all the

troops, arms, ammunition and provifions dcllgned for

the reinforcement. The viceroy went afhore to re-

view them : and, as foon as he had ieen them on their

march towards tlie Notable city, hertimbarked accord-

ing to his matter's orders, and returned to Sicily. But

he, before his departure, at his taking leave of the ge-
neral officers, promi fed to bring them, by the thirteenth

or fourteenth of the month, a reinforcement of four

tlioufand men more which he expected from Italy, and

which, as he told them, were by that time Lmded at

MefFma. Tliere arrived likewiie, at the lame time, fe-

veral young French noblemen and gentlemen, who
ilocked thither, out of an eager deiire to lignalize their

courage againil the infidels. Among thefe, fays M. de

Thou, they reckoned Philip, fon to Peter Strozzi, a

marfhal oi France ; Timoleon of Cofte Bri0ac, fon to

another m-arflial of France : Roger de Saint Larry of

Bellegarde ; Peter de Bourdeilles of Brantome ; Har-

douin de V'iliiers, Lord la Riviere ; and a few days be-

fore them, Rene le Voyer, viicount Paulmi, and

bailiff of Touraine. had landed in that ifland,. in order

to go to the iuccour of an order, which, for three hun-
red years pad, had reckoned ieveral of bis anceftors

in the number of its moft illuftrious knif/hts. All thele

young noblemen were eager to embark with the

new reinforcement which was expected from Italy.

MusTAPHA and Piali, on the report of their fpies,

had always imagined, that the viceroy's view in afl'em-

bling together all the fhips and gallies that'v/ere in the

ports of Sicily, was only to try the fate ofa fea engage-
ment, in order to open himfelfaway for the landing of
his fuccours in the great port at the foot of the caftle of
St. Angelo. But the baiha, to defeat his dellgn, had a

few days before,barredupthe entrance of it with achain
of fail-yards, piles and boats : and ever fi nee theChrilU-

an fleet had firfl appeared off Linofa, the Turkifh admi-

ral, with all his naval force, had lain continually at an-

chor
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chor before the great port, in order to hinder tlieChri-

Itianstrom entering it.

The landing of the fuccours in a quite contrary part

of the iiland threw both the generals into a terrible

confternation : they were every n-joment afraid of being

attacked by the principal forces of Chrlftendom; fo that

without informing tlicinfelves, according to the rules

of war, of the number of men that were in the rein-

forcement, they raifed the ficge in a hurry, drew their

garrifon out of fort St. Elmo, left their heavy cannon

behind, and embarked with a precipitation which dif-

fered very little from a downright flight. The baiha,

was no fooner abroad, but he grew afhamed of having

fuffered himlelf to be furpriled by fo fudden a terror.

A flave,who had made his efcape out of the greattown,
added greatly to his contuiion, by telling him, that

the reinforcement which had made (iKteen thoufand

men take to their heels, did not confid: of above fix

thoufand, and thole too harrafied by the voyage, hav-

ing no general at their head, and commanded only by
ojfficers who were independent from one another, and

not well united among themfelves ; and that it was be-

lieved, that were they to fee the Turks in their firft

pofts, they would not dare to quit the rocks and pafles

311 which they bad intrenched themfelves. But the

advice came too late, and the infidels, unlefs they had

been minded to begin the fiege a-new, could not de-

pend upon their lines and intrenchments.

The grand mafter no foonerfaw them gone off, and

bufy in reimbarking, but he ordered their trenches to

be filled up; and their works to be ruined. All the in-

habitants, men, women and children, and even the

knights, worked at it day and night with that joy and

alacrity, which prifoners feel when they are allowed

to knock off their fetters. The grand mafter at the

fame time (ent a garrifon into fort St. Elmo, and the

Turks faw from on board their fleet the flandard of

St. John again let up, to their infinite grief and confu-

fion.

The



John de^ la Vaif.tte Grand Majlcr, s^

The badia, who was afraid his head would anfwer

for this ill fucccls, and that the fultan would reproach
him with not having dared to look his enemies in the

face, Summoned a council of war, and a long debate

enfued about the mcafures proper to be taken. The

viceroy of Algiers was of opinion, that they fliould

land the troops again, and advance- to attack the ene-

my. He reprefented to the bajfha, that in cafe they
were no more than (ix thoufand men, he might fight

them with doul^le that number ; that if he fhould get

the better, which he might juftly expe(n:, his vidory
would prevent theiecond reinforcement that the viceroy

of Sicily was to bring, from entring the ifland ; and

that the knights, who were quite (pent, as well as re-

duced to a Imall number, and in great want of ibldi-

ers, would be forced to capitulate. Piali, who was

jealous of Muftapha's credit- and was not forry that he

had mifcarrled in his enterprile, was of a difterent opi-

nion, andfaid, that after they had loft the ilower of

the Ottoman army, it would be dangerous to expofe
what was left of their troops, and they difpirited and

haraffed by a long fiege, to an engagement of a frefli

body of men, who were impatient of fighting. But

the opinion of the viceroy of Algiers, in favour of

which the bafha had declared, carried it by two votes ;

fo that the landing was refolved on ; and the bafha,

enraged at himfelf for having railed the fiege in fuch a

hurry, and terribly afraid of [he reception he fhould

meet with at the pone, in cafe he returned unfucceisful,

refolved either to conquer, or die at the head of his

troops, rather than to be put to death by the infamous

hands of an executioner ; upon which he immediately
went afhore himielf ; but he could hardly prevail with

his ibldiers to leave the (liips. They all made heavy

complaints at their being forced, after fo tedious and

bloody a fiege, to return back again to the {laughter.

They were obliged to be torn in a manner from on

board, and their officers could not get them to go afhore

without ufing violence. The bafha marched v/ith the

befl part of them towards the Notable city,
where he

flattered
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flattered himfelf he ftiould meet the Chriftians. And,
in order to fecure his retreat on board his (hips in cafe of

iil fuccsis, he left the viceroy of Algiers, at the head of

fifteen hundred men by the fea-flde. Piali,who,ever fince

the knights had taken pofTenion of for St. Elmo, could

not continue any longer in port Muzet, in concert with

thele two generals, put in with his fleet into the road of

St. Paul.

The bafiia, after having thus fettled matters, ad-

vanced in fearch of the reinforcement. Afcanio della

Corna, who aifled as major-general, had intrenched it

on an hill, which was very difficult of accefs, by
reaibn of the defiles or narrow paiTages that furrounded

it.

The grand mafter, ever attentive in obferving alL

the motions ofthe infidels, fent advice to the Chriftian

generals, that the Turks were advancing forward in

order to fall upon them with all their forces ; upoa
"which they immediately called a council of war. Af-

canio was of opinion, that they fhould wait the com-

ing up of the enemy in their camp, reprefenting, that

it would be impoffible for the Turks to attack a place
in front which was fo ftrong by its (ituation, without

expofing themfelves to all the fire of their artillery ;

that thev were covered by the city on that fide, and on
the other, by a monaftery that was fortified by nature,
in which they had thrown a body of troops, and that

the infidels muft pafs under all their fire before they
could fall upon his camp; that as the enemy had

brought no provifions nor equipages along with them,

they could not poffibly (lay long in the plain, as they
would be fo much expofed to the excefiive heat of the

fun, and that after a few light skirmifhcs, they,without

running any hazard, would force them to retire and em-
bark on board their fhips again.
Bu T Alvarez de Sande,the mod confiderable officer

in all the army, was of a contrary opinion, and, in all

probability, had a mind, by giving a bold advice, and
fuitable to his courage, to wipe out the remembrance
of that which he had given out of complaiiance for the

viceroy,
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viceroy in the council held at Mcllina, where he had

oppofed the lending oFany luccour to Malta; and there-

fore now declared, that his opinion was, they fhould

draw the whole army out of the camp, and march
down the hill to meet the enemy,

*' We are not ad*
" vanced io forward, (replied he to Afcanio) to run
*^ no hazard, and remain idle liDcc^ators of a new florm,
*' which the infidels, if they ice they cannot force our
''

intrenchments, will probably attempt upon the great
*' town or the caftlc of St.Michiiel. We cannot tell how
**

manfully the I'urks may behave when urged by dc-
*'

fpair : and what a fliame will it be for us to ftand
''

looking on, whiiil they are carrying thofe places,
*' which after all have no walls, nor any fortifications

^'
left, but the bodies only of the knights who defend

*' them ?

Of thefe two opinions propofed in the council ofthe

Chriftians, the one was iafe, and the other more dar-

ing, but at tlie lame time more glorious for him who

gave it. JVloft of the officers were for the latter ; and

the knights, who came in the Sicilian fleet, were par-

ticularly eager for their comi ng to an engagement. There
were at lead two hundred kn'ghts and commanders ;

and there was hardly one of the latter but what had.

l)rought with him fcveral volunteers who were cither

his friends or relations and a pretty good number of

foldiersi thele, united, formed one of the ftrongeft
battalions of the armyj and diey declared, that in calc

the troops did not quit their intrenchmeurs, they were

rcfolved, though they were all to perifli to the lalf man,
to break through the enemy's aimy, and throw them-
lelvcs into the places bcfien;ed.

But they were not obliged to come to fucli a fad

extremity ; for de Sande carried it by a plurality of
voices : upon which, he marched down into the plain,
at the head of the battalioa ot'the order, followed by
all the troops, and by Afcanio him.'elf ; who, after hav-

ing protelledagainft: the ill confequences that might hap-

pen from an enterprife which he termed rafli, was ne-

-verthelcfs refblved to Ihare in the danger : with a pike
VoL.V. F in
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in his hand he mixed among the knights, fought in the

fill}, ranks, and manifefled by his bravery, that thole

who are fometimes accufedof too much circumfpedli-
on in council, are not upon that account lels valiant in

adion. The Chriftians fought with great courage and

relblution. De Sande, at the head of the knights, made
a furious charge upon the infidels, whilft Vitelli attack-

ed them in the flank. The Turkifii foldiers, who had

been dragged againft their wills to the engagement,
either out of refentment againft their general, orbecaufe

they were quite ipent with the heat, were fo far from

making any gallant efforts to obtain the vi^ory, that

they hardly i'o much as fought. The greateft part of

them fired only one volley, and, finding themfelves

briskly attacked by the Chriftians, they broke, and

ihamefuUy took to their heels. The baflia, feeing
himfelf delerted by his men, was reduced, in fpite of

his courage, to the fad neceflity of following the cow-

ards, for fear of falling into the hands of the Chrifti-

ans. It is faid, that he was fo confufed and perplexed
at the defeat of his troops, that as he was making off,

he fell twice from his horfe, and would have certainly
been taken, had not fome officers ventured their lives

or liberties to fave him, by halting to give him time to

remount on horleback.

The Chriftians purfued the infidels briskly ; their

eagerneis to purfue the enemy, made them infenfible to

the burning heat of the liin. The greateft part of the

knights, who were heavy armed,threw off their cuirafles,

in order to purfue the Turks the cloier ; and though
moft of the infidels they came up v/ith were unable

to make the leaft refiftance, but lay extended on the

ground, half dead with thirft and wearinefs, they
neverthelefs put them all to the fword. It was with

infinite difficulty, and a confiderable lofs, that theTurks
made a fhlft to get to the fea-fide. Hitherto the Chri-

ilians had found it more difhcult to come up with their

enemies than to fight them ; but as the lighteft and

nimbleft of them, flufhed with their vidlory, and eager
to purlue the run-aways, had broke their ranks, and

run
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run up and down without any order, the viceroy of

Algiers, who Iviy
concealed behind tlie point of a rock,

fallled out ofhisambufii wiih his troops ; and, feeing

they were but few in number, fell upon them, killed

(evcral of them, and took the chevaliers Marc de Tole-

do, Peter de Yala, llibatajada, and an Englilh knight,
whofe name is not mentioned, priibners. But happily
/\lvarez de Sande came up before the combat was end-

ed, with fome battalions, who charged the Algerines

defperately ; and the reft of the Chriliian troops com-

ing up one after another, they carried all before them,
cut to pieces all fuch as offered to refill, refcued the

priibners, and the Turks, whom fear had already van-

quifhed, left off fighting, and fled to their fnips, which

gave occafion to a new kind ohfighring.
Admiral Piali, in order to favour the retreat ofthe

Turks, did not only make u(e of the artiilcry of his

gallics, but had lined the (hore with iliallops manned
with his bed musketeers, who made a continual fire

upon the Chriftians. But the knights and Ibldiers, in

their eagernefs to purfue their enemies, and vexaiion to

lee any of them elcape, followed ihem into the lea, in

contempt of the fire and other dangers with which they
were threatned ; and ibme of thetn running up alm^'ft

breaft high into the water, killed vhe Turks with the

fhot from their fmall arms, 'y^{k.
as they were getting

into their
gallics. Hiltorians tell us, that the Turks

loft in thele leveral combats, and during the courfe of

the fiege, at leaft thirty thoufand men. The admiral,
after having taken on board the poor remains of this

once formrdable army, fet fail, and ftood away for Si-

cily. The viceroy, feeing from the caftle of *
Syra-

gofTa the Turkifli fleet pals by, was informed wirhout

an exprels of the happy fuccefs of his reinforcement,
and the

railing of the fiege.
The grand feignior was prodigioufly troubled when

he received the news : he threw the letter he received

F 2 from

* It is the old Syracufe,no\v called in tjie languaf^e of tlie coun,

*ry, Saragollk.
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from Muftapha on that

rabje<5l upon the ground, anc?,

ftamping upon it, cried out, that his enterprifes never
fucceeded but when he hiiufelf went in perlbn, and'

that he would abibiutely go the next fpring to Malta,
when he would put all rhe knights and inhabitants to
the fword. However, that he might not lefTen the

reputation of his arms,andin order to amufethe people,
wlio are ever fond of being deceived, he, inftead of

following the barbarous policy of his predeceffors,
who uied to punilli the ill fuccels of their generals as a

crime, ordered it to be given out at Conilantinople,
that tlie baHia had reduced the ifland, and brought
away the greateil: part of th.e knights and people as cap-
tives ; but that as he had not thought proper to h-a^e

any of his troops in garrixbn upon a. rock, and in a
little defart ifland at fuch a diftance, he had blown up
all the forts, anddcftroyed thehoulesj and that in caie

any Chriftian corjair Ihould be rafli enough to. return
thither again, they would always be a prey to his fleets,
and he expo'cd to the mercy ot every potentate who
fhould have iieeis out at fea.

HowEVF.a exaggerated thefe reports might be, 'tis

certain, that, after the fiege was railed, the city, or
what they called the great town of Malta, had lels the
air of a place which had been well defended, than of
a

city taken by ftorm ; and which had been demolifli-

ed,. plundered, deftroyed, and abandoned by the ene-

my. More than two hundred and fixty knights had
been killed in the ieveral aflaults : and 'tis computed,
that eight thoufand men, either foldiers or inhabitants,

penlh.d in the fiege : and when the Turks went off,

there was (carce in the great tov'n and the caftle of St,

Michael, iucLiduig the knights, fix hundred men able

to bear arms, muft of whom were covered with
wounds.

This great loTs was a cribed not only to the valour

of the Turks, but alio to the affeded delaj's of the vice-

roy : his very name was had in deteftation by all the

knightSjof the ieveral nations of Ghriftendom : the grand
tnader likewife complained of him afterwards to the

pope.
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pope. His holinefs wrote to the like cfTcd to the king
of Spain ; and thougli the viceroy in all this coiidudt,

had only followed the private orders he had received

from him, neverthelels, Philip, in order to prevent any
loom for lulpicion, condemned the(e delays publicly,

and fometime afterwards, removed the viceroy fioiu

Sicily : and, notwiihilandlng his having received great

lervices from him, he neverthebfs let him linger
out the remainder of his d.iys at Naples in oblcuriiy,

without giving him the kail lliarc in the govern-
ment.

Whilst the auxiliary foldiers, who had relieved

the place, were retired near the Notable- city, in order

torefrefh themlelves after the flight of the Turks, the

principal officers and ail the knights, who came with

the reinforcement, went to the great town to pay their

compliments to the grand mafter. They were wel-

comed by him, by the knights of the place, and by all,

the inhabitants, as their deliverers. The knights em-
braced one another with great affctftioc and tendernefs;

but when they came to call to mind the lofs they had

lately fullained, by the death of the moft illuftvious and

braveft: knights of the order, and confidered the de-

plorable condition of the places v/hich had been be-

iieged, the walls and fortilications in ruins ; the artil-

lery for the moft part dilinounted ; the houfes either

demoliflied or ready to fall ; the magazines without

pov/der, ammunition or provifions ; the inhabitants

pale and ghaftly ; the knights and the grand mailer

himfelf, with their beards and hair rough and negleded,
and their cloaths dirty and in a flovenly condition, like

rrjen that had (carce been in bed for four months toge-

ther, and feveral of tliofe brave knights ftill wearing the

honourable bandages which covered their wounds ;
this

moving fpedlacle drew tears from their eyes, fo much
were they affeded, either with the remembrance ofpait

dtfafters, or with joy that Malta had been faved at lull:;

and, in order to perpetuate the memory cf the great
events thai bad happened there ; as the great town had

been the principal Icene of them, they gave it the name-

F 3 of
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of the Vldorious City, which it ftill retains to this

day.
'Tw AS there the grand matter entertained the gene*

rals of the auxiliary troops,lodging them in thole places
which hadb^en leafl: damaged by theTurkifli artillery:

they were treated in an honourable manner, and with

as much plenty as could be expelled in a place that had
but juft fuftained a liege for four months together.
The grand mafter*s obliging behaviour, and the ex-

ample of his frugality, made amends for what was

wanting in the delicacy of their cheer; and when

they came to take leave of him, he made them very
handfome prefents, and diftributed confiderable fums

of money among their foldiers. The treafury of the

order was now quite drained, and la Valette referved

nothing as it were, but the hopes of filling it again
afterwards with the plunder of the infidels ; it was in-

deed a pretty fure fund, and had never failed them for

feveral ages together.
The news of the defeat of theTurks wasfoon fpread

over all Chriflendom ; it occafioned an univerfal joy,
and was celebrated with illuminanons, bonefires, and

public thankfgivings. The name of la Valette was re-

nowned in all nations, efpecially in Italy and Spain,
whofe inhabitants were obliged to the knights for the

guard and protedion of their maritime provinces. Pope
Pius IV. and Philip king of Spain, who were the molt

interefted in the prefcrvation of a place which was of fuch

fervice to them, gave to its intrepid defender the moft

honourable teftimonies of their eflieem and gratitude.
The governor of Rome, by his holinefs's order,

notified the railing of the liege of Malta to the Romans

by the diichargc of all his artillery, by bonefires and illu-

minations, which were made all over the city. Theday
was kept as a public feftival ; the magiftrates did no
bufineijr \ the tradeimen (hut up their (hops ; in fliort,

there was no place open but the churches ; into which
the people flocked in crowds, in order to return God
thanks for the happy lijccels. All the inhabitants of

Spain and Italy, whofe fortunes lay on the (ea-coalt,

thought
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thought themfelves, after raifing of the fiege, fccure

from the delccnts and incurfions of the corfairs.

But Pius iV. that his acknowledgments might not

confift meeily in empty praiie, lent the grand mafter

word of his being refoh'ed to make him immediately
a cardinal. But at the return of the exprels, they were

furpriled to hear that he had exculed himfclf from ac-

cepting a dignity, which had ever been confldered as

the teftimony and reward of merit, fometimes indeed

the price of favour, but always the objedl of the am-
bition of the greateft prelates, and fought for as an ho-

nour by the Ions of kings. The realon which la Va-

lette gave for his declining It was, that he was afraid

of confounding the dignity of grand mailer and cardi-

nal together ; two great offices, which, he faid, re-

quired different funftions, and which, inftead of fup-

porting, would, on the contrary, be ever interfering
with one another. There were fome, who, calling to

mind that the grand mailer d'AubujflTon had made no
fuch fcruple, took occalion, from la Valette's refuling

it, to commend him very much upon that account, and
to afcribe it to his great modefty : others fufpedled that

there was as much policy as modefty in his refulal, and
that the grand mafter, juftly looking upon himfelf as a

fovereign prince, fancied he fhould leflcii his dignity,
was he to accept of one that was fubordinate. But
whatever were his motives, he delired his holinefs to

bellow that honour upon one of his brothers, who was

bifhop of Vabres ; but the pope's death happening foon

after, hindred the French prelate from reaping any be-

nefit from the grand mailer's recommendation.

In the firft tranfpoits of joy, which the brave de-

fence made by la Valette, and the raifing of the
fiege;^

occaConed over all Europe, and efpecially in Italy, no-

thing could hardly have been refjied to a man whom
they looked upon as the hero of Chriftendom. He re-

ceived compliments from all quarters upon his fucceis.

The king of Spain, who, as Malta iecured his king-
doms of Sicily and Naples, was particulaily concerned,

in its prefervation, lent him the commander Maidonat,
to
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to prefeiit him in full council with a fword and dag"*

ger, the hilt of which was of mafTy gold, let with dia^-

monds : and in a kind of harangue which he made on
this occafion, he faid, that the king his raafter, confi--

dering him as one of the greateil captains of the age,
defired him to employ thole aims for the defence of
Chrifteodom.

NoTV/iTHSTANTDiNG the grand mafter received at

the fame time compliments of the like nature from moft
of the princes of Europe, yet theie honourable depu-
tations could not fecure the tears he juftly entertained

ofwhat might afterwards happen. The fi ?ge indeed

was raifed, and the enemy was retired,^ but then they
were making nev/ preparations in the port of Con-

ftantinople. All the news that came from the eaft

brought repeated afTjrances that the grand fignlor, be-

ing enraged at the ill fuccels of his arms under Mufta-

pha's conduct, had declared that he himlelf would go
in perfon the next Spring, at the head of a formidable

army, ;n order to fail upon Malta. And in what a con-

dition had his troops, though they had not taken the

places they had beiieged, left the whole ifland ? The

country was deftitute of inhabitants, the villages and
hainlets were mod of them burnt ; the great town,
where the convent refided, and the forts of St. Elmo
and St. Michael were left without walls

; their fortifi-

cations ruined; the artillery either difmounted or burd:;

the houfes demoliflied, the cifterns without water, the

magazines empty, no proviiions for their fupport, nor

money to buy any ; few foldieis, andftill fewer knights
left in the forts. Malta, in this deplorable condition,

appeared to him as much in danger as it had been dur-

ing the fiege.

These difmal reiie^flions would not fuffer him to

take an}' reft ; when communicating his Sentiments to

ibme old commanders, who fympathiled with him in

his unealinefs, they thought it adviieable for them to

abandon an iiland which they could never be able to

defend, and tranfport the convent to Sicily. But la Va-

lerte; excited by the-gku-y he had acquired in Malta^
rcfolv-
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fefolved to bury himfelf under its ruins rather than leave

it ; when, at laft, the extremity to which he was re-

duced put him upon expedients which nothing but

defpair could juftify, and which a great many generals
would have icrupled to make ufe oF.

The grand lignior could not come to Malta, with-

out a ftrong fleet ioitable to his dignity, and iufficient

to tranfport the troops he intended to employ in that

expedition. They were continually at work for that

purpofe in the arfenai of Conftar.tinople, and a good
number of gallies and galliots were already on the

flocks. The grand mafler, knowing this rfrmamcnt was

defigned againfl him, found means to get the arlcnal

fct on fire ; the force of the powder blew up the ma-

gazines; moft of the gallies, which were not yet fi-

niflied, were confumed ; and a great number of work-
men periflied in the flames. The author of this enter-

prize was not known for a long time ; however, it an-

fvvercd his eiid, and the war of Malta was put off to

another time. Solyman, not finding h'mlelr in a con-

dition to St out a fleet fuiiarblc to the enterpriie, and (u-

pi^rior to. that of the Chriftians, turned his arms againil

Hungary, and ended his days at the (iege of S'geth.
Seliinus the iecond, his fon, afterwards declared war

againft the Venetians ; and a certain hidorian lays, it

was only by way of reprilals for the burning of the ar-

lcnal of Conftantinopb, that he got the arlcnal of
Venice fct on fire a little before his invafion of Cy-
prus.

The grand mafter, feeing that he had nothing to

fear from Solyman, at Icafl: for the enfuing campaign,
refolved to employ the time allowed him, in repairing
the (everal fortifications the Turks had ruined ; and, for

the better fecurity of both the ports, propoled the

building a new fortrefs in the Peninfula v/hich (epa-
rates them from one anothej'. We have

jufl:
now cb-

fervcd, that of all the leveral places M'hich had been
fortified before the fiege, there was none of them bet-

ter fituated than fort St. Elmo, elpecially if it had been

*imilt more regulaily. It was in a manner the key of

both
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both ports. The grand mafter, without negk^Elmg to

take care of the other ports, formed a deflgn of enlarg-

ing this, and of adding new works to it, and refolved

Jikeways to build a town upon tlie fame neck of land,

to ftrengthen it with all the fortifications that art could

pofilbly invent, and to make it the refidcnce of the

knights. His opinion was, that they would be much
fafer there than in the great town, which was com-

manded on all fides by the rocks and hills with which
it was furrounded.

For the execation of this project, great fupplles

were nece/Tary, which could only be expeded from

the principal fovereigns of Chriftendom. The grand
mafter fent embafTadors to the pope, to the kings of

France, Spain, and Portugal, and to feveral Italian po-

tentates, to reprefent to them, that the late laving of

Malta, by the gallant defence that was made, would
be of little ufe, if care v/as not taken for its future fe-

curity by immediately repairing the fortltications of thoie

places which had been ruined by the artillery of the

Turks. Theie minifters had likeways orders to ac-

quaint them with la Valette's delign of building a new

city ; to (hew them the plan he had drawn of it; and

to defirefrom them, at the fame time, the fupnlies ne-

cdfary for letting about fuch a coniiderabie work. All

theie princes gave frefli applaufe to the grand mailer's

zeal ; and in order to aflift him in the undertaking, the

pope promi/cd him 15,000 crowns j the kiiig of

France 140,000 livres, which were to be railed out of

the tithes of his kingdom ; Philip II. 90,000 livres
-,

and the king of Portugal 30,000 cruladoes : befides

which, moft of the commanders of the order made

very generous contributions out of their own private

for'^unes, and fold even their rlcheft furniture and ef-

fe<^s ; the money arifing from which they remitted to

Ma ha.

The grand mafter, encouraged by thefe fupplies,

fent for engineers and workm^ from feveral parts of

Italy, When the lines for the new city and fortifica-

tions were marked out, la Valette went in his robes,.

attended
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attended by the council, and all the knights, in great

ceremony, to mount Sceberrasi, where he laid the iiili:

Itone of the new city, upon which the order ofcoun-

cil was engraved in Latin, almoft in the(e words :

^' The moll illuftrious and moil: reverend lord, bro-
"

tlier John de la Valette, grand mailer of the order
** of St. John ofJerufalem, both hoijiitaller and mili-
**

tary, confidering all the perils to which his knights
'^ and people of Malta were expofed at the lad fiege
'*

by the infidels ; and having, with the approbation
^* of the council of the order, and for the better oppo-
*^

fing any new enterpriles from thofe barbarians, re-

^^ folved to build a town upon mount Sceberras ; the
*< laid grand mafter has this day, being Thurfday the
*'

twenty-eighth of the month ofMarch, of the prelent
"

year i 566, (after having called upon the holy name
** of God, and befought the interceiTion of the holy
*'

virgin his mother, and of St. John Baptiil, titulary
**

patron of the order, to obtain the blelFing of heaven
**

upon this important work) laid the firfl (lone of it,

** with his arms, which are a lion d or in a field gules
**

engraved upon it ; and the new town, by his order,
** has been named the city of la Valette."

To perpetuate to the mod diftant pofterity the me-

mory of {q remarkable an event, they threw on the

foundation a great quantity of gold and filvcr medals,

on which the new city was reprefented, with this in-

fcription, MELITA RENASCENS, Malta

Springing up again, and in the exerge, they put the day
and year of its foundation.

As foon as the ceremony was over, the work began

again, and was carried on with the utmoft application;

every one in his way, and without any diftindion of

the richeft citizen from the poorcft inhabitant, employ-
ed himfelf with that pleafure and eagernefs, with which

a work is followed when the common fafety depends

wholly upon it. The commander de la Fontaine, a

perfon much efleemed for his skill in fortification, had

the principal direction, and a kind of lupermtendency
over all the works. Every knight contributed to it

accord-
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according as he was qualified. Some went with the gal-,

lies oFthe order, to fetch materials from different ports
of Sicily^ and Italy ; others went no farther than Mefli-

na and Syracufe, whilft others again palTed as far as

Lyons to have the artillery new caft. Several worked
at the head of a great number of pioneers in

filling up
the trenches, or clearing the breaches of the rubbiih of
the wall which the cannon had beat down; and others

took care to get ftones carried for repairing the old for-

tifications, or building new ones.

IxN this military republic, every one was in adlion,

every one at work ; the grand mafter in particular, for

near two years together, never left the workmen he

employed in the nev/ city: he fpent whole days among
them, and eat his meals in the midft of the carpenters
and maCons, as if he had been one of their number ;

and fo intent was he upon forwarding the work, that

that he frequently gave his audiences and orders there.

In this multitude and variety of bufiuefs, which he
had upon his hands, noihing gave him greater uneafi-

nefs than the want of money for paying the workmen ;

the receivers of the order, in the provinces beyond /ea,

not being always fo regular as they fiiould be in remit-

ting it. The grand mafter, to fupply this defeat, coin-

ed fome brafs money, which he made of different va-

lue, according to the fize of the pieces. On one fide

there weie two hands joined together, and on the other

the arms of la Valette, quartered with thole of the or-

der, and for the legend thefe latin words, N O N
.ft:S, S E D F I D E S ;

'^ Do not regard fo much
*' the metal, as the inviolable promife given you to
'^ take it again." And in fa(5t, as ibon as ever they
had money, they did not fail to call in thefe pieces ;

and by this exadlnefs, their credit was lb well eliabh/h-

ed among the people, that the work was not once dif-

continued, or even flackned.

In the midft of thefe cares, fo worthy of a prince and

an illuftrious warrior, there arofe fome troubles which
difturbed the tranquillity of the government : for fome

young Spanilh knights, fancying any liberties might be

allowed
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allowed in the midfl: of the rejoicuigs, which the de-

feat of the Turks occafioned, confumed their time in

feafting and drinking, which they often intermixed

with fatyrical fongs ; and wherein, under a pretence of

being witty, and of throwing out their jefts, they at-

tacked the reputation of the bravefl: knights, and the

honour of the principal ladies of Malta. Theie fongs
were foon made public, and complaint was made about

them to the grand maftcr, who, as he was a ftrid ob-

fervcr of exad diicipline, conceived a very juft indigna-
tion at the hearing of thefe irregularities, and accord-

ingly diredled the council, and principal officers of the

order, to examine into them. The authors of thefc de-

famatory libels were difcovered, and a profecution was
carried on againlf them. Whilft they were going on
with it in full council, thefe young libertines, forget-

ting the refped they owed to the grand mafter, who

preiided there in perfon, broke into the chamber,
fnatched the pen out of the vice-chancellor's hand, with

which he was writing the feutence pronounced againft
the criminals, and threw his inkhorn outofihe win-

dow. This being done, the mutineers flung out of
the room, and, by the help of theii- iecret accomplices
and friends, got to the fea fide, where they went on
board fome light feluccas, and made tlieir efcape to

Sicily. The grand mafter, mcenfed at Tiicli an un-

preceden.ed infurreclion, d«"j;rAded them from the or-

der, and condemned ti'em in cafe of their being ta-

ken, to perpetual imniiibnment. He difpatched, at

the fame time, the chevalier Caprona to the viceroy of

Sicily to demand them as rebels and deferters. But
"whatever real or prerended orders the viceroy might
have iiTued out, they either could not or would not

find them. Thele knighis however did not ftay any
time in Sicily ; for, as they knew the grand mafter's

firm aijd inflexible temper, they thought it heft to re-

tire into their refpeclive countries. They flattered

tliemfelves, that as la Valette was very old, he might
bave a fucceflTor who fliould be lels ievere, and perhaps
have lefs credit ; that time would at leaft be of advan-

^91^^ V. G tagc
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tage to them, as it would wear off the firft imprefli-

ons, and thereby leiTen the greatnefs of their offence.

An affair of fb vexatious a nature, and which, at the

fame time, was fo dangerous a precedent, was fcarce

over, when another happened that gave the grand
mafler frefh uneafinefs. One Bonaccurfi, a Floren-

tine, who was fettled at Malta, had there married a

young lady ofexquifite beauty, and the grand matter's

god-daughter. She was originally of the ifle of

Rhodes, defcended of thofe noble Rhodians who came

away with 1' Ifle-Adam, and followed the fortune of the

order.

The Florentine, tranfported wirh rage and jealou-

fy, ftabbed his wife ; and notwithftanding all the en-

deavours the grand mafter ufed to have him feized, his

countrymen, whether knights or others, found means,
in order to fave him from the punifhment of the law,
to (hip him off to Italy ; a country, where murders,
occafioned by jealoufy, are oftner connived at than pu-
niflied. The grand mafter, in the midft of all the

glory with which he was iiiiTounded, was full of the

higheft relentments at the inililts with which private

men dared to wound his lbvereign authority. As he

was inviolaby attached to the obfervance of the laws,
was a true judge of merit, and a levcre avenger of

guilt, he neither fufFered virtue to pafs without a recom-

pence, nor faults without chatlifement. Thefe great

qualities made him equally dreaded and refpeded; and

it was never known, during his adminiftration, that ei-

ther credit or favour had any weight with him ; or

that he was ever liberal or munificent but to thole who

juftly merited it.

This laudable fteadinefs however embroiled him
with the pope, and occafioned a new fubjedl of difcon-

tent, which did not a little contribute to the Ihortning
of {o illuftrious a life. Some cardinals, thirfting after

the great eftates which the order poffelled in the feve-

ral ftates of Chriftendom, and particularly in Rome
and Italy, had infinuated lo ieveral popes, that the dlf^

pofal of the firfl dignities of this military order belong-
ed «
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.cd to them, as the firft fuperiors of the whole body.

Upon this pretence, the popes had frequently confer-

red the grand priory of Rome upon carduials their ne-

phews, and exerted the plenitude of the power of the

keys, in granting difpenfations to qualify them to pof-

{q^ that military dignity. Upon this principle',
the

priory of Rome had pafTed fuccefTively through the

bands of feveral perfons of the facred college.

La Valette could not bear to fee this milapplica-

tlon of the edates of the order, without uling his ut-

moft endeavours to redrefs it. He had no views, no

paflion, but what terminated in the glory and intcrefl

of his order, which indeed may be faid to be thofe of

Chriftendom ; To that he could not forbear writing

about it to his holinefs in very prefUng terms. The

pope, lince the raifing of the (lege of Malta, had fent

him feveral briefs, which were full of pompous decla-

rations of his eftecm, and the deep (enfs he had of his

fervices. The grand mailer anfwered liim, that all the

recompence he defired was, that he would leave to his

order the dilJ3ofal of the grand priory 6f Rome. Pius

V. finding his requeft as diiinterelkd with refpeift to

himielf, as it was juft with regard to his knights, al-

fured him, by a particular brief, that he, whenever ifi

lliould fall vacant, would not diilurb the order in the

enjoyment of its rights. Neverthelefs, cardinal Ber-

nardini Salviati, who was then grand prior of Rome,

dying, Pius V. made no fcruple to confer that rich dig-

nityupon cardinal Alexandrino his nephew, without lo

much as fubjcding him, as the other cardinal grand

priors had been obliged, to pay the ufual refponiions
and quit-rents into the common treafury of the order.

The grand mafter was fenfibly concerned at this

breach of promife, efpecially in a pope who was ftili

holier, by the purity of his morals, and his eminent pi-

ety, than by his dignity, though it be the firft of the

Chriftian world. He immediately wrote to him on

that liibjedl in very warm terms j and the chevalier de

Cambian, his embalTidor, delivered his letter, in which

he reprelented to him^ that if the cardinals of every na-

G 2 tioi^
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tion (hould leize on the mod confiderable eftates of the

order, they would be left without any fund to enable

them, purfuant to the intentions of rheh* founders, to

defend the Chriftian (hips and coafts, and to carry on
the war againft the infidels. The holy father was
touched with the force of thefe realons, and leemed

difpoied to rellore the priory to the order : but as the

terms of the gi*and mafter's letter were not guarded
enough, and that the embajffador had, of his own head,
been i^Q imprudent as to dilperfe copies of it, the pope,
oftended at this breach of relpedt, ordered Cambian not

to come into his prelence. This gave the grand ma-
iler fre ih uneailnefs, which, added to the vexation the

young knights had given liim; threw him into a deep
melancholy.
La Valette, in order to divert it, got on horfe-

back a few days afterwards, and, being attended with
his hunting equipage, went to a plain near the lee-

fliore of St. Paul, to amufe himfelfwith hawking. But
that day, which was July the 19th, proving ex cefFivc

hot, he was flruck w^ith a coup de foleil, which forced

him to leave his fport, and occadoned a violent fever.

A few days after, his illnefs not allowing him to ap-

ply himieif (o much as was nccefTary to the affairs of

government, he empowered his lords of council to take

them into their hands. His diftemper lafted near three

weeks longer, and grew daily more and more dange-
rous ; when, at length, finding his ftrength decay, and
his end drawing near, he prepared himfeif for it like a

good Chrillian, and a true religious. He received all

the facraments with great fervor and piety j and as he
had renounced all property, by the vow he made ofpo-

verty at hisadmiffion into the order, that he might die in

the lame fentiments, he would not offer to make over any
of his efFecls without the permifllon of the council, and
therefore defired their leave to difpole of (jfty flaves that

belonged to him, and likeways the fum of 12,000 li-

vres. Part of this money he employed in endowing a

chappel which he had built in the new city,
where he
defired
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clefired to be buried, and the reft he gave away in le-

gacies to his (ervants.

He afterwards fent for the lords of the council, and

the principal commanders and knights, who were then

at Malta, and exhorted them, in the moft moving lan-

guage, to maintain peace and unity among themfelves,

and to be exad in diicharging their vow of obedience

to the grand mafter, who fliould be chofen to luccecd

him. We are told that he recommended to their

choice brother Anthony de Toledo, grand prior^
of

Caftile, as a man who was moft capable of fnpporting

the dignity of the order. He declared that he forgave

the knights who had offended him, and defired the

lords of the council to re-admit the young knights,

whom he had degraded of the habit, in cafe they

thought it could be done without prejudice to their

rules and inftitutions. Then addrefhng himfelf particu-

larly to his nephews, he told them, that the practice
of

all the virtues of their condition would be the only

path that would lead them to thole dignities and

that refpetH: which ambitious men endeavour fa ea-

gerly to gain by cabals and the intereft of the great.

He then took leave of them all, and would not hear of

any thing but what related to his falvation. A liitls

after he felt the approaches of death. This warrior,

who, during his whole life-time, and in the midft of

the greateft dangers, had faced death with fo much in-

trep'rdity,}was
at that inftant ieized with a religion- ter-

ror : they heard him call ieveral times on his good an-

gel for his affiftance; but thele cloudij were Ibonblowa

over, and he furmounted the horrors of this laft com-

bat with an entire confidence of God's mercy: his

mind was calmed, and the lerenity of it appeared in hi«

countenance, when, at lad, calling devoutly on the

holy name of Jesus and Mary, he ended an illuftrious

life by a peaceable and Chriftian death, upon the 21ft

of Auguft 1568. His body was laid in the church of

St. Laurence, in the chapel of St. Mary de Philermo^
till fuch time as it could be removed into that of St.

G 3 Mary
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Mary of VI<5tory, which he had ordered to be built in

the new city of la Vaiette, where he had delired to be

buried J and it was accordingly carried thither after the

ele<5lion of his fuccefTor.

-The convent met the next day to proceed to the

cleiToon. Had the intentions of the laft grand mafter

been followed, don Antonio de Toledo, of the fame

family with the famous duke of x'\lva, would have been

chofen his fuccefTor. He was a knight of lingular va-

lour, an excellent general ; was generous, liberal, and,

what was ftill more conftderabie, had a foul informed

with the higheft fentiments of piety and religion, and

was particularly ftrid in the obfervance ofthe rules and

{tatutes of the order; but, with all thefe Ihining quali-

ties, a little too fond of his high birth. This turn of

mind, which it is even dangerous to difcover in a re-

public compofed of nobility and gentry ; a certain air

of haughtinefs which he afFe*5led ; the very recommen-

dation of la Vaiette, v/hich, becaufc of the ftri61nefs of

his adminiftration, was difagreeable to feveral knights ;

all thefe circuniftances gave them reaibn to apprehend
that Toledo would relemble him as much in his Ilea-

dinefs as he did in his valour, which, for that reafon,

turned ail the votes of the alTembly another way.
There were leveral candidates, all of them great crof-

ies, of the firll and molt ancient knights of the or-

der.

St. Clement afpired to this dignity : he was a

Spanifh knight, pilier of the language of Arragon ;

his age, his long relidence in the convent, his mode-

fty, and his having pad through mod of the dignitiesof
the order, m^ght have naturally led him to the iirft ;

but his exceffive avarice, and his fordid niggardlinefs in

houfe-keeping, which the knights of his inn had been

lenfibleof to their coft, made him fo odious and infup-

poriable, that they would not fo much as hear of his

pretenfions.
There were at that time in Malta two great crofles,

the one a Frenchman, called la Motte, the other a

Spaniard, whofe name was Maldonat, both of them
intimate
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intimate friends : they had often been out a cruifing to-

gether ; were both men of courage, and from a fimili-

tude oftempers and inclinations, had made as it were a

kind of partnerfhip of the glory and profit which ac-

crued to them from their captures. Thefe two com-

inanders, even in la Valette's life time, feeing him ad-

vanced in years, and worn out with the fitigues of war,
formed a projed for making the grand mailerfnip fall,

after his death, to fome great crofs, whofliould be chiefly

obliged to them for it. With this view they, from

that time, made it their bulinefs to gain friends and

creatures, and to make themfelves the heads of a party
whofliould have a great fway in theeledion. LaMotte,
who was polite, infmuating, and good-natured, found

no difficulty in gaining over a great many friends. Mai-

donat was not pofTeiTed of thefe qualities,
and vi-as na-

turally proud and haughty : but then he fupplied thefe

defers by the franknels \i~i. his temper, the fums he ge-

neroufly Ipent, his liberality, and the good offices

which he did thofe knights who had ferved under him,
and in the gallies which he commanded. The day of

theeledion being fixed, they went theevening before to

the commander de Rivalle's : this gentleman was of the

illuftrious houfe of- Urfini, was at that time great ad-

miral of the order, at the head of the language of

Italy, and had moreover a great number of creatures

and partifans. Rivalle, imagining he fhould infallibly

be elected, received them in his bed, and, upon their

offering him their own votes, and thole of their friends,

he anfwered them only with a pretended moderation,
and with an air that was cold enough. Upon which

the two commanders went out of his apartment, dif^

gufled at the myfterious air he affeded, and affronted

at his having received them in bed. Maldonat, who
was naturally hot and proud, could not forbear faying,
that he fliould be very much furprifed, if a man who
had kept his bed fb late on the eve of the eledion^
fiiould be chole grand mafter the next day.
The two commanders gave their friends an account

of the haughty reception they had met with from the

adiniral3
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admiral j upon which they agreed to give their votes

for fome other perfon. Maldonat endeavoured at this

meeting to gain over the votes oFthe company for him-

felf ; but the knights, knou'ing his imperious temper,
did not think liiin a fit man to preflde over perfons of

"quality, who had been brought up in a fpirit of liber-

ty. They gave him however fome hopes, but that

only in general terms, and he (bon perceived that his

mofl intimate friends would fail him on this occafion :

Ja Motte likewile adviled him to deGft from an attempt
that could not poflibly fucceed, whereupon they agreed

together to declare in favour of the chevalier de Monte,

grand prior ofCapua, who' was one of the candidates

for the election, and had a confiderable party in hisiia-

tcreft. They, in their refentment againft Rivalle, had -

pitched upon Monte, in hopes, that, as they were all

of the language of Italy, they might for that reafon

draw off a good number of the votes of that language
from Rivalie. Accordingly the two friends went to his

houfe. This gentleman had palTed through all the

employments and dignities of the order; had been ge-
neral of the galiies, admiral, governor of the caftle of .

St. Angelo, and of the peninfuia de la Sangle, where
he had acquired no finall (hare of glory in the laH: fiege.

La Motte and Maldonat met with him in his hall, fur-

rounded with a great number of knights. They, in

like manner, as they had done to Rivaile, oSfered hira

their own votes, and thofe of their friends. Monte,

knowing the credit and intereft tliey would have in the

cle<fiion, was more politic on this occafion than Rivalie

had been : he gave them a moR obliging recepti-

on, and affured them of his higheft acknowledge-
iTicnts.

The -whole convent met the next day in the church

of the priory of St. John, when all the languages went

jnto their refpedlive chapels, in order to proceed to the

choice of two electors for each language. La Motte

was one of the number, and was chofen knight of the

election. He had the dexterity to get the greatefl part

of the CQ-ek<5lors to be chofen from among fuch of hFs

friends
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friends as he could mod rely on. The prcfident gave
each of them a ballot, or voting-ball : but as there were
(ixteen cle<5lors, la Motte, as knight of the ele<5tion,

had two ballots, to prevent an cquahty of votes. After

-the oaths and ceremonies ulually performed in thefe

ca/es, the eled^ors, by a plurality of p
voices, chole brother Peter de ,.M' r in. T7- Monte.ONTE for grand matter. His name ,

was Guidalotti ; but as he was great (^ c 8
uephew by the mother's fide to pope
Julius III, of the family of Monte, he, for that realbii

had afTumed that liaine, which his valour, and the

brave defence he had made at the fiegeof Maha againft
the continual affaults, which the Turks had made both

by (ea and land upon the peninfula de la Sangle, had

llifHciently illuftrated. The firil care of the new grand
mafterwasto pay the funeral honours to his predeceffor:
his body had been depofitec], as was before obferved,
in the church of our lady of Philermo by the grand
mafter's order; it was put on board the admiral galley,
wich was without any equipage or mail, and was tow-
ed by two other galiles, both ofthem armed, hung with

black cloth, and carrying feveral enfigns and banners,
which he had taken from theTurks and other infidels,all

ofthem trailing in the water. Thefe were followed by
two oiher gallies, which had belonged to the late grand
mafter, covered with black cloth, and other funeral

ornaments, having the grand mafter ele<51, the lords of
the council, the commanders, and principal knights on
board. This funeral proceilion went out of the great

port in this folemn and mournful manner, and entered

into that ofMufet. The houfehold of the deceafed,
his officers and iervants, all ia deep mourning, went
firft on fhore, mod of whom had torches in their hands,
and others carried the ftandards which had been taken
from the Turks. The clergy marched after the prince's

houfehold, carrying his corps, and chanting the fcr-

vice of the church. After thele came the grand ma-

fter, and all the lords of the council, and were fol-

lowed
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lowed by the body of the knights. The corps of the

deccaied was carried into the chapel ofour lady of vic-

tory, which la Valette had buik at his own expence,
in the new city, which he had chofe for the place of

his burial, where they depofited his remains, and divine

lervice was afterwards performed with all the ceremonies

of the church, and all the honours due to the nienrvoAiy

of (b great a man.

The ?nd sfthi Tkktsinth Bq'A,

BOOK



BOOK the Fourteenth.

ADVERTISEMENT.

AMONG
the feveral authors who have writ the

general hiftory of the order of St. John of Je-

rulalem, whether in Italian, Latin, French

or Spanish, not one of them has carried his ac-

count of it lower than the laftfiege of Malta : 1565.
all thele writers leave off, as it were by con-

cert, at that famous epocha, fancying, probably, that

they could not better end their works, than with the

conclufion of that bloody war; perhaps too, as the for-

ces of both parties, being equally exhau(ted,might have

afterwards produced fewer of thofe great events that

merit a place in hiftory.

Whatever might have been their different mo-

tives, I have followed the fame method in the plan and

diftribution of my work. The thirteenth book ends

at the railing of the liege of Malta, and the defeat of

Muftapha, general to Solyman II. I have only added

what paffed in the laft yearsof laValette's government
till the death of that great man, the glory and orna-

ment of his age, as well as of his order. If the hiftory
of a king ends generally with his life, it is not the

fame in that of a republic, which ought to be continu-

ed as long as the fame form of government exifts. So
that the authors who, after me, ftiall tranfmit to pofte-^

rity the feries of events that have happened in this or-

^der, may begin where I leave off. However, till fuch

time
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tune as fome new writer fhall think fit to continue it,

or I myfelf may have health enough to colleft memoirs,
and carry on my hiftory to our own times, I thought

mylelf obliged, for the latisfadion of the public, to add,

after the thirteen former books, a fourteenth in the

form of annals, and by way of fupplement, contain-

ing a fummary account of the principal events that have

happened in the order, from the election of the prior
dc Monte, the immediate fucceffor of la Valette, to that

of don Manuel de Vilhena, the prefeat auipicious go-
vernox of this illuftrious order.

ANNALS
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O F T H E

ORDER
O F

St. JOHN of J E R U S A L E ?yl,

Drawn up in a fuccln(fl manner.

THE 23d ofAuguft, A, D. 1568, brother Peter
PE Monte, or du Mont, grand

prior of Capua, was eledied grand mafter. Peter de
.His name was Guidalotti; but being great Monte.
nephew by the mother's fide to pope Julius
ill. of the houfe of Monte, he, for that rcafon, took tht

name and arms of that family.
Dame Hiercnymad'Olibo, grand priorefs I569.

of the royal houfe of Sixene, of the order of

St. John ofJerufalem, fituated, as has been already ob-

ferved, in the kingdom of Arragon, returned to her

obedience, with the confent of her whole community,
and put herfelf under the government aad particular

authority of the grand mafter, from which that houfc

had witlidrawn itfelf for near an hundred years, o!i

pretence that it depended only on the holy fee.

Selimus it. emperor of the Turks, under-
takes the conquefl: of the ifle of Cyprus, and on
that account declares war againft the Venetians. Tlic

progrefs of this war ; and the taking of Nicofia and Fa-

magufta by the infidels, gives occafion to a league
Vol. V. H betweea
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between the pope, the king of Spain, and the Vene-
tians.

The chevaliers de St. Aubin, Roquclaure, and
Ferrand de Coiro, famous cruizers, take con-

•"15 70. fiderable prizes in the Egyptian lea, and in

the very mouth of the Nile. But thefe ad-

vantages, which accrued only to the. profjt of fome

private men, do not compenfate the order for the great
Ids it fuftains, by the defeat of St. Clement. Lucthi-

ali, a famous coriair, at the head of a ftrong ftjuadron,

furpriies that of Malta, under the command of this

knight, takes three gallies from him, and forces the

admiral to run a-ground off of the tower of Monthi-

aro, in the ifle of Sicily. This impropitious event is

followed with the fatal death of St. Clement.

The battle of Lepanto between the Chriftians and
infidels. The Turks loft 30,000 men in it ^

I571. their general was killed, two of his fons were
taken priibners, tog> ther with 5000 officers

or f<)ldiers : 20,000 Chriftian flaves recover their li-

berty : they took 140 gallies from the intidels, not to

mention fuch as were either burnt or llmk. The
Chriftians on their fide loft 7600 men, and fourteen

captains of the gallies. Though the order had fent no

more than three gallies, nevertheleis the knights brave-

ly fignalized themlelves in this engagement.
In the fame year the grand mafter having, with

great expence, finifhed the building of the new city,

called the c'uy of la Valette, the foundation of which
had been laid by the grand mafter of that name, he

tran(ports the refidence of the convent thither.

The diftribution of the principal dignities of the

order. Brother Francis Burges is made bailiffof Ma-

jorca : brother Francis d'Arquembourg Tour.ville quits

the dignity of hofpitailer for the grand pi iory ofCham-

pagne : brother Peter PcUoquin luccecds him in the

poft of iiofpitaller, after ha»/ing quitted the dignity of

bailiffof the Morea, which, upon his abdication,is given

tobrotherWilliamdeMalin-le-Lux: this laft reCgns the

poft of great treafurer, which is given to broiher Chri-

ilopher dc iviontgaudri. After all thefc feveral removals,
the
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the grand maimer and the council, upon the voluntary

refignation of the commander de dWrjuembourgTour-
ville, at the requeft of Charles the ninih, bellows the

grand priory of Chaii^pagnc upon the chevalier de Scvre.

l'i]*E death of the grand mailer de Monte, aged

7'). Brother John L'evesc^ue de la

Cassiere, of the language of Auvevgnc, John l*

and marflial of the order, is eleded grand Kvesque
mafter ; and the next day after his eledti- de la

on^. he is in full council, acknowledged Cassiere

fbvercign prince of the iHaiids of Malta

and Go7.a.

Un der hisadnjinidration a new promoti- 1 572 .

on is made in the dignities of the order. 27. Jan.
The commander bi'other Mark de la Goutte,
of the language of Auvergne, is made grand marfhal

of the order, which poft was vacant by the ehcfion of

la Cafliere to the grand maflerfhip. The commander
brother Hubert Solar is made lieutenant to the great

admiral, and afterwards prior of Lombardy. Brother

Juftinian, general of the gallies, haviug completed
his two years offervice, is mcceeded by brother Philip

Flach, grand bailiff of Germany. Brother Francis

Pouget Is made captain of the admiral galley ; and bro-

ther Pompey Soard, commander of the galley of St.

Peter. Brother Francis Mego of the ille of Rhodes,
after having executed the office of auditor, under the

grand mafters d'Omedes, la Valette, Monte, and la

CaiTiere, is made vice-chancellor of the order, upon
the promotion of Rojas Chapelain to the bifiiopric of

Malta. The commander Francis de MorettonChabril-

lan, and Dr. MelchlorCagliares, are appointed fyndics,
to examine the conduct of the judges in civil and cri-

minal calcs.

Brother Jeromde Guette, great conferva- lj^5^.

tor, is fent cmbaffador to Rome, to take the

oath of obedience to Gregory XI II. (uccciror to Pius V.
Great preparations are made at Malta, to

oppofe the grand feignior Seiimus U. who ^^''+*

iiacl threatened to fall upon the illaiid with ail his forces:

li 2 but
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but he employs them another way, and takes the fort

of Goletta, and the city of Tunis.

This year the inquilition is faid to have beea fet up
in theifle of Maha.

^
The death of Sellmus II. who fucceeded Is

^^'^'
by Amurath III. his eldeft fon.

A great difputc between the order and the republic
of Venice about a (hip richly laden with merchandize

belonging to Tome Jews, which the knights feize upoa
as their prize.
Another difpute between feveral commanders of

the laxigiiage of Provence, about the grand priory of
Touloufe. Roiiiegas is made general of the gallies.

On occafion of the reports of an invadon which the

Turks intended fpeedily againd Malta, the grand
1576. mafter and council are reproached for making

no provllion againft it (under pretence that the

king of Spain v/as as much concerned as themlelvcs, in

the prefcrvation of the iiland) and of being guilty of a

negledl which might prove very prejudicial to the or-

der.

Brother John George de Schonborn is by the

council appointed to redreis tlie abufes v/hich had crept
into the commandries of Germany by the mai-admini-

Aration of the particular receivers.

The chevalier de Mendofa, as yet only a probati-

oner, arrives at Malta with a brief from the pope, who
orders, that as foon as he fhali have made his vows, he

Ihall take the great crofs, with the title of turcopilier,
annexed to the language of England This caufes a ge-
neral difcontent in the contrent, who lend embaffadors

to the pope to engage him to revoke the brief, granted
to a young man who had no experience, and who yet
was going to be one of the eight piliers, or chiefs of the

whole order.

The affair of the Jews of Venice comes again upou
the carpet. The fenate, by way of reprifals, fequefter
ail the eftates which the order had within the territories

of the republic. The grand mafter, on this occafion,

(ends an embalTador to K,onie^to reprefent to the pope,
that



John dz hhChSS.ii.'k'E Grand Majhr. ^j

tiiat as thofe Jews were not fubjc^ls of the republic, it

was a conllaiit pradice, and which was moreover al-

lowed by all laws whatever, to feize upon an enemy's

robe, as counterband goods, though it be foand on

board a friend's fnip. This affair was concluded to the

fatisfadlion of the fenate ; the knights were obliged

to rcftore the booty which they had taken from th'S

Levantine Jews, and the fenate took off the iequeftrail-

on.

The chevalier Corrca-, a Portugueie, is alTainnated

by fix other knights, his countrymen, who,

putting on falie beards, got by that means in- 1577.
to his apartment. They are arreted, and

profecuted, and the fecular judge condemns them to

be I'jwed up in a (ack, and thrown into the fea.

The corfairs of Algiers take the galley of St. Paul^

which belonged to the ordcT.

There was inthe houfe of Auftria, of the German

branch, a young prince, ArchdukeWenceflaus by name,
who took the crofs and habit as knight of Malta. The

pope, at the king of Spain's rcqueft, gave him a brief,

in the form o^ gratia expeclatlvcey a kind of bull, dat-

ed March the i oth, 1577, to qualify him to enjoy the

dignity of grand crofs, the priories of Caftile and Leon,
and the bailliage of Lora, after the death of the incum-

bents ; which the grand mafter and council, in conli-

deration of the protedion the order received from the

king of Spain, were obliged to pals, after the German

prince had made his vows.

France, at the fame time, made another intafion,

in prejudice of the rights of leniority,and the privileges
of the order. The council of Henry III. having ilTued

out an order, authorizing the king to name fome of his

fubjeds to the grand priory of Auvergne, that prince
wrote to the grand mafter to procure the three grand

priories
of France, St. Giles and Champagne, for Fran-

cis de Lorraine the queen's brother.

The order had another ftorm breaking out upon it

from Germany, where it was debated in a diet, whether
it would be proper to oblige the knights of Malta, of

H 3 the



^O Hijlory of the Knights <?/"M A L t A .

the German language, to incorporate themfclves witli.

the Teutonic knights, and unite their commandries to

that order, to render it thereby more powerful, and

better able to make war upon the infidels in Hungary.
But this went no farther, the propofal being baffled by
the skill and dexterity of the commander Scaglia, a

Piedmcniefe, and at that time embaflador from the or-

der to the diet.

The grand duke of Tufcany fends the chevalier

Bongianni Giantigliazzi, with the grand ma-

1577, fter's leave, as his embafTador to Conftan-

tinople. The Turkifn fultan, in a private

converfation which he had with him, fliewing him a

plan of the city of la Valette, asked the embafTador if

it was drawn exadly, and whether the place was as

well fortified as it appeared to be ?
*'

Sir, (replied the
**

knight) he who drew this plan forgot its chief for-

'^
tification, which confifts in the courage and valour

" of above a thoufand knights, who are ever ready to
*'

fight to the laft drop of their blood in defence ofthe
*'

place."
Troubles in the order, railed by eight Caflilian

knights, who complained againft the grand
1578. mafter and the council, as having greatly

wronged them and their whole language, in

confenting to the diiboGtion which the pope and the

king of Spain had made of the priories of Caflile and

Leon, and the bailliage of Lora, in favour of the arch-

duke Wenceflaus. The malecontents were inftigated

underhand by fivcral great croffes, v/ho fomented the

ledition. The grand mafter has recourfe to the pope,
who cites the mutineers to appear before him ; they
own their fault, and the grand mafter, under pretence
that as they had not any commandries, nor any pa-

trimony or money of their own, it would be impolfible
for them to undertake Inch a journey, prevails with the

pope to excufe them from coming to Rome ; they were

however obliged to appear before him in full council,

with each of them a wax taper in his hand, in order

to make him and the council fatisfat5lion^ and to ask

his
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Ills pardon : which was granted them, after their ha-

, ving been fiiH feverely reprimanded by the grand ma-

iler.

The death of the grand prior of Bohemia. The

emperors had taken upon them to nominate to it, and

the order for a long time had neither enjoyed the pcr-
Ibnal eftate of thole who died, nor the mortuary, nor

the profits arifmg from the vacancy of the priory. The

grand mafter and council appoint the baiUffde Schom-
born their embaiTador at the imperial court. This knight
has a conference at Prague with brother Chriilopher de

Verdemberg, who had very great interefl with the em-

peror : and, to engage him to fupport the rights of the

order, the Ijailiff delivers hiin an inftrument and a bull

from the grand mafter, by which he conftituted hiin

grand prior of Bohemia : which affair fucceeds agree-
able to the intentions and the delires of the grand ma-
fter.

Henry, king of Portugal, acquaints the grand ma-

fter with the death of his nephew king Sebairian, v/ho

v/as killed the 2 zd of September 1578, at the battle of

Alca^er, where ieveral commanders of the order of St.

John likewife loft their lives, and notifies at the fame

time his ov/n accefiion to the throne.

Brothers Gargallo biiliop of Malta, and 1579.
Crelfm prior ofthe church, both of them men
of reftlels and turbulent fpirits, began to raife a ftorm,

which broke out about this time, againft the grand ma-

fter their lienefador.

The death of the archduke Wence;(laus, grand pri-

or of Caftile and Leon, which is followed by that of

Don John of Auftria, natural Ion to Chailes V.

Brother Juftiniani, grand prior of Meflina, is

named embaiTador to the courts of Caftile andPortugal,
to make the compliments of condolance upon the

death of thofe Ieveral princes, and particularly to make
fure of iuccQurs from thence, that the order might be

the better enabled to oppofe the Turks, who again
threatened to invade Malta.

Bis HO?
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Bishop Gargalla, renewing his incroacbmcnts^

on the authority of the grand mailer and

1579. council, pretends to make a judicial viiitatioii

of the hofpital oFtheNolable-city,in which he

Ts oppofed by the admini{u-ators, as being fubjedl to no'

authority but that of the grand mafler and council.

The bifliop excommunicates them : the clergy fide with

him, and levy contributions to fupport the expences
of this difpute. The order appoints brother Damienta-

liata, a Maltefe divine, of the order of St. Dominic, to-

defend their privileges. The magiftrates of the cities

prefent a petition to the grand mafter, complaining
that the friends and creatures of the bifhop fallied out

of his palace in arms, and abu/ed the citizens who per-

lifted in the obedience which they owed their ibvereign.
The grand mafter, to put a ftop to this diforder, fettles

a guard of fitiy men in the town, now called the Vido-
rious City.
The grand mafter fends brother Hugh de Loubens

de VerdalLe as his embalTador to tlie pope, to accjuaint
him with theie difturbances, and gives him inftrudi-

ons to apply to his holinefs for a confirmation of the

privileges which his predeceflbrs had granted to the or-

der ; and likewife to grant leave for the prior of the

church to confer, in cale of the bi(hop*s refuial, the

Icfler orders, not excepting thoi'e of deacons, upon
young candidates for the ecclefiaftical profedion. The

pope appoints the archbiftiop of Palermo to take cog-
nizance of thele difputcs ; but that prelate, upon his

arrival at Malta, finds the animofities carried to fuch a

height, that he remits the cognizance of the affair to

the holy fee, and the bilhop goes to Rome to defend

his condudl.

A GKEAT confpiracy againft the life of the grand
mafter, whom three officers of the inquifition

1580* had refolved to poifon : they are arrcfted,
and accufe (everal knights, (om^ of whom

were great crofTes, and particularly one Petrucci, in-

quifitor of Malta, of being their accomplices. Some

knights of the languages of Italy, Arragon, andCa-

ilile,
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ftile, force their way tumultuoufly into the council, in-

llilt the grand mafter, and, without any relpcd to his

dignity, challenge him to declare what proof he had
of their having con/pired againft his life. And altho*

the vice-chancellor told them, that they had not been

fo much as once mentioned in the council, they yet
were not fatisfied, but infifted that the order fliould

fend three embafifadors to the pope, who were brother

Anthony de Villars, grand prior ofAuvergne, brother

Francis Guiral, bailiff of Negrepont, and brother An-

thony de Bologna, baihff of St. Stephens. But Bolog-
na and Guiral, not caring to intermeddle in fo trouble-

fome an affair, excufed themfelves from the journey, on

pretence of their ill ttate of health ; which a little

damped the heat and animofity of the mod violent.

The bailiff of Brandenburg, and feveral knights of
the builliage of Sonneberg, are cited before the council

of the order, for having, in oppofition to their profel-"

lion, embraced the Lutheran religion.
The emperor pretends he has a right to nominate

to the grand priory, and the comniandries of the king-
dom of Bohemia.

The council, fupported by the greatefl: part of the

convent, rebel againft la Caffiere. This ledi-

tion was railed on three leveral accounts. The 1581;
fiifl: was becaufe of the grand mafter's having
forbid the knights of different languages to favour par-

ticularly the nations and princes whole rubje(5ts they
were born : his reafon for it was, becaufe the Spani-
ards, who, fince the time of Charles V. had been bred

up under the formidable power of the houfe of Auftria,
were for bringing the whole order to crouch to it.

The fecond caufe was, the grand mailer's having ifRi-

cd out a public proclamation to clear the town and ci-

ty of la Valette of all loofe and difordcrly women, and
his having forced them either to quit the iiland, or re-

tire into the villages and hamlets which lay remote
from the refidence of the convent. The third occafion
was owing to the ambition o^ ktm^ great croflTes who
alpired to the grand raallerfhip ; and who, feeing the

grand
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grand mafter, though he was very old, neverthelefs

enjoyed his health very well, were afraid they (hould

not OLitlivc him, and therefore reiblved either to depoic
him, or force him to abdicate, and by that means make
a vacancy in his dignity.
The languages of Caftile and Portugal, feme add

thofe of x'\rragon and Germany, feveral knights of the

three languages of France, with Mathurin del tfciir,

called Rornegas, at their head, meet in a tumultuous

manner, and complain, that the grand maftc^r, by the

feveral orders he iflucd out, plainly manifeiled that his

underftanding was in a manner gone : that he was
more intent upon the condudt of the Mahele women,
than upon the enterprifes of the Turks and the Cor*

fairs of Barbary ; that he took no care of filling the-ma-

gazines of JVialta ; that he was alv/ays afleep at coun-

cil, and did nothing when he was awake but plague
his knights : and thereupon they lend deputies to him
to propofe to him his naming of a lieutenant, (incc he

.himfelf was incapable of the adminiftration. Upon his

refufal, a full council meets at brother Creffin's, who
was prior- of the church, and the main Ipring of this

(edition^ v;hcn they appoint Romegas, prior of Tou-
louie and Ireland, to be lieutenant of the mafterlhip ;

the Spanilh knights having preferred him before others

of their own nation, in hopes of engaging the langua-

ges of France on their iide. Such was the refult of

this ieditioLis alTembly, whole aim was to fuipend from

his lawful authority, a grand mafter, who was valuable

for his wifdom, his piety and valour, only to put in his

{lead a knight, given up a prey to ambition, brave in-

deed and fuccefsful in cruifing, but of a lavage nature,

cruel to his enemies ; and whole only merit was his

being a formidable corlair.

Besides Romegas, who was in reality, though fe-

cretly, at the head of the confpiracy, and who, in out-

v/ard appearance, leemed only to be drawn in to ac-

quielce to the lentiments of the greatell part of the

knights, there were four others who a6led openly a-

gaiaft the grand mailer. The firft was Creflin, whoiit

the
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tlie grand maftev had made prior of the church. This

wretch Icemed lo be the moft bitter enemy his bene-

fa(5lorhad The lecond was the bailiff Rivallc, who,

having mifled of the gi and mailerfhip, when Monte car-

ried it from him, fancied he (hould get it, in caie laCal-

fiere could be depolcd. 1 he third was Ducro, a great

crofs; and the fourth, who was Romegas's creatuie and

'Confident, was a Frenchman, the commander de Maillo-

Sacquenville by name.

These four ringleaders of the ledition do not flop
here ; but, to carry their rebellion and outrage ftill fur-

ther, they, at the head of their accomplices, rufh into

the grand mafter's palace ; arrcft him by virtue of an

order of council ; put him in an open chair, and carry
him under a guard of (bldiers, like a criminal to the

caftle of St. Angeio, where they kept him priforier.

All the way as he went fiom the city of la Valette to

the caftle, he was expofed to the fhouts and iniolence

of feveral young knights, and of thole Icandalous pro-

ftitutes, who ini'ulted and abuled him with abominable

language, by way of reproach ; but this condu6l on
the contrary, before equitable judges, was real en-

comiums that redounded to his glory.
The rebels, in order to get their proceedings ap-

proved of by the pope, the fupreme head of the order,
lent him three embaffadors, the chief of whom was

Sacqucnville, the confident of Komegas, who got him
named. The grand mafter, notwithftanding his clofe

confinement, found means to lend four other embal-

fadors to Rome; ihele were the chevaliers de Blot VJ-

viers, Peter Roux de Beauvais, brother Don Francis de

Guzman, and brother Angeio Pellegrini.
Two days after, Chabrillan, general of the gallies,

returns back in.o the harbour of Malta, with the

knights who had been out at (ea with him. He was
no Iboner afhore but he dclired to lee the grand ma-

iler, which the rebels durft not refute him : whereup-
on he goes to the caftle of St. Angeio, and offers the

grand mafter to reftore him to his authority, and carry
him back to his palace at the head of 2000 men,

made
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inade up cither of the forces he had on board his gal-

lies, or of the knights and the worthiell: people of the

ifland, who detefted this hifurrection. But the gene-
rous old man anlwered him, with great wifdom, that

he expe<5led to be reftored by the authority of the pope,
the firftfuperiorof the order; and that he had rather end
his days in prilbn, than give occafion to his knights,
whom he always confidered as his children, to fight
with one another upon his account.

The embalTadors ofthe two parties arrive at Rome:
thofc of the mutineers, in order to bring his hoiinefsto

confeiit to the depofing of the grand malter, reprefent
him as an old man that had loll his fenfes, and who
"Was incapable of governing the order. The pope, to

prevent his being impoied upon by this aflertion, fends

Gafpar Vifcenti, auditor of the Rota, as his nuncio, to

Malta, to take cognizance of the affair on the place.
This prelate, upon his arrival there, calls a general aC'

fembly of all the convent, and lays before them two
briefs which he had brought with him ; one for the

grand mafter, and the other for Romegas ; by which
both of them were enjoined to come to Rome.
The king of France, upon receiving advice of the

ftiameful treatment which the j^rand mafter met with
from his religious, fends him a knight to alFure him
that he will employ all his power to reduce the muti-

neers to their duty.
La Cassiere arrives at Rome, attended with Soo

knights. He makes his entry into that capital of the
Chriftian world as it were in triumph. The pope's

court, the houfes of the cardinals, feveral princes and

embafTadors, go a confiderable way to meet him. His

holineis receives him with great marks of eftecm, con-

doles and comforts him. Romegas follicits an audi-

ence ; but the pope fends him word, that he will not

fo much as fee him, till he has fiifl abdicated his poft
of lieutenant of the maflerfhip. Romegas is fo prodi-

gioufly afflidled upon his receiving of this order, that

he falls in a fwoon, and is feized with a violent fever,

Which carries him off in a few days. His partiiins arc

ordered
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erdercd to go and make their fubmifTions to the grand
maftcr. The commander de Sacquenville, coming up
to the grand mafter, and going no further than asking
to kils his hand, the cardinal deMontalto cried to him,
" Down upon your knees, rebellious knight ; had it

*^ not been for the goodnefs and clemency of your
"

wortliy grand mafter, your head had been chopped
** ofFfome days ago in the piazza Navona." Every-

body at Malta make their fubmilFions. The pope v/as

for having the grand mafter return to Malta, there to

enjoy the authoiity to which he was reftored ; but

providence diipoled otherways of him, and he died at

Rome after three months ftay in that city. His corps
was carried back to Malta ,

and his heart depolited at

Rome, in the church of St. Lewis. His holinefs or-

dered this infcription to be put over it, which was made

by the famous M. Anthony Muret.
" Fratri Joanni epifcopo, magno militiie Hierofoly-

-'' mitance magiftro, viro fortiiTimo, religiofifllmo, fplen-
"

didifhmo, cujus, ut igne aurum, lie calumniis fpecta-
*' ta ac probata integritas, etiam enituit, facra fodalitas
** militum Hierofolymitanorum patriae principi optimo
*' mssrens pofuit. Vixit annos 7S, obiit Romcs 12
** Kalend. Januarii 15S2."
The grand mafter happening to die at Rome,

made all the order afraid left the pope,
as firft fuperior, ihould take upon him to 1582.
name his fucceftbr. This was the occa-

lion of an embafty, and a famous deputation, fent

by the convent of Malta to Gregory XIII. to intreat

him not to infringe the order's right ofeledion. The

pope ordered a learch to be made into the regifters of

his predecejnTors, particularly thoie of Boniface IX. In-

nocent VII. and Gregory XII. and, after coming to a

rdolution, difmilfed the embaftadors, with an affurance

that he would, in a little time, fend them a brief to

proceed to an eledion, without any further explanati-
on of his intentions, of which he told them fignior Vif-

conti his nuncio was fully inftrucled.

In fadt. upon the 12th of January 15S2, the chap-
ter being met, and the fixteen eledors cbofc, his holi-

VoL. V. I ncfs's
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nefs's nuncio prelented them a hrief, wherein he al-

lowed them indeed to proceed to a kind of choice, but

confined them tochufe one of the three perfons whonl
the pope had propofed, viz. Verdalle, a knight of the

language of Provence, and great commander ; Paniile,

grand prior of St. Giles ; and Cha-

HuGH DE Lou- briilan,baihfFof Manofque. Ver-
BENX DE Ver- dalle,who had been a longtime

DALLE. embaflador at Rome, and was very

acceptable to the pope and all his

court, found the fame favourable difpofitions towards

him in the chapter ; accordingly he was chofen, and

proclaimed grand mafter; and the pope ratified his

cIe6lion, and lent a brief to incorporate and unite the

dignity of turcopilier to the grand mafterlhip, a digni-

ty which had been anciently annexed to the language
ofEngland.

P
A GENERAL chapter is held, which lays a

•5 ^'
general tax upon all the eftates of the order.

The Venetians feize two gallies of the order, by
way of reprifals, for fome merchandize that had been

taken in Turkifh veilels, and which was claimed by
Venetian merchants.

New fortifications ordered in the ifle of Goza.

The language of Italy carries the point of prece-
dence before that of Arragon.

The profecution and trial of the chevali-

1584. er Avogadre, general of the gaUies : he h
Jan. 9th. deprived of his poft, condemned to a year's

imprifonment, and the revenues of his bailli-

age are confifcated for three years, and paid in to the

treafury of the order.

The grand duke*s gallies cruize in company with

thofe of the order.

Brother Claude of Lorrain, called the olievalier

nd'Aumale, arrives at Malta in a galley of his own.

John Andrew Doria, gencraliflimo to the king of

Spain, arrives at Malta^ and has a conference with the

grand mailer.

The
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The pope's brief, excluding the knights, and inca-'

pacitating them for being made either bifhops of Malta,
or priors of the church.

Death of pope Gregory XIII. Theele»^ion of Six-

tus Quintus.
A Venetian fhip arrefted by the gallies of the or-

der, byway ofrepvifals.
This year is fpent in debating the grand ma- I5?5»

fter's right of nominating the general of the

gallics, and the knight who was to have the particular
command of the admiral galley.
An order forbidding any man's carrying 15S6.

pocket piftols and (lillettos about him ; wea-

pons fit only for banditti and alTafBns.

Saconnai, grand marfhal of ihe order, is 1 58 7.

punidied for taking a knight's fervant, who
had becni accufed of theft, out of the prllbn of the Ca-

ftellany.
Charles d'Orleans is put in poireffion ofthe grand

priory of France, without any relervation, and in the

very lame manner that Henry de Angoulcme had en-

joyed it.

Brother Michael de Sevre, grand prior of

Champagne, takes a very inconiiderate ftep, and ap-

peals from the decrees of the lad general chapter, to

the fecular tribunal.

The fpirit
of /edition IHII continues in the convent.

The grand mafler goes to Rome. The pope, to fi-

lence the malecontents, creates him a cardinal, and
/ends him back to Malta.

Several prizes taken by the knights who 1583.
were out a cruiiing.
The grand mafler makes choice of James 1539.

Bofio to write the hiftorv ofthe order, which
had been begun by the commander John Anthony Fof-

ian.

Death of pope Sixtus Quintus, who is fuc- "^59^*
ceeded by Gregory XIV.
The Jews and their effecfls are, by a parti- I59I«

cular brief of the pope^ declared to be lawful

prize.

I 2 The
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The plague makes dreadful havock in the illand of

Malta. The Jefuits are brought in by bifhop
'"'**

Gargallo, and fettle there.

^ ^
The commander John Otho Eofio is made

^9o- vice-chancellor.

The pope grants the priory of Barletto, vacant by
the death of cardinal Scipio of Gonzaga, to prince Fer-

dinand of Gonzaga, afterwards cardinal; and, at laft.

Juke of Mantua.

The
^rand priory of Venice, after having

^^'*' been pollclfwd by cardinal Farnefe, devolves to

cardinal Colonna.

Henry IV. after the death of Henry III. and dur-

ing the time of the civil vi'ars, difpofes ofthe grand pri-

ory of Aquitain in favour ofthe commander de Chattes;
anti of that of Auvergne in favour of the baron de Bel-

legarde, though he was a layman.
The dignity of cardhial, which the pope had con-

ferred on the grand mafter, is not fufficient

1595'. to put a flop to the refllels and feditious hu-

mour ofthe maiecontents : fo that this prince,
•tired out with their continual murmurs and com-

plaints, makes another voyage to Rome, and dies of

grief.
Brother don Martin GARZEZ,'of

1596. the language of Arragon, is chofen grand
Martin mafter. He had no favourites, no partia-

Garzez. lity, and his government was agreeable
both to the knights and the people.

Pope Clement VIH. confers the priory of Pifa upon
don Antonio de Medicis.

The Turks ravage Hungary ; and the council of
the order, to encourage the fuccouring of that

1597. nation, declares, by a folemn edi(fl:, that any
knights who (hould lerve in that country a-

gainft the infidels, the order will reckon that fervice

an equivalent to their refidence, and that they (hall be

intitled to the fame privileges as if they had refided in

the convent, or had ferved on board the vefFels of the

order.

The
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, The emperorof Kodolph II. iffues out a
irng,

tliploiiia, which terminates the alfah' of Bo- ^

hernia to the fatisfacStion of the order.

Ntw troubles at Maha, occafioned by the 1 599*

proceedings of the inquiliiors, whole fuccef-

ibrs carry them to a itill greater height.

The grand malter and ihe council make a decree in

favour of the Swiis, allowing their children to be re-

ceived into the priory of Germany, piovided theie chil-

dren are born in lawful wedlock of father and mother,

grandfather and grandiyiothcr, great grandfather and

great grandmoiher, all Roman catholics, and ftatUiUb-

ly qualified, who had never been mechanics, but de-

scended from oiFicers. captains, and commanders, whofe

profefiion of arms was to be conhdered on the footing

of nobility.
The century end'i with the fortifications which the

grand mailer and the council make in the caltle and

iile of Goza.

The bailliage of Armenia fuppreflcd. Great l6oo.

di/putes between the Jangnages of Italy and

Germany, both of them claiming the priory of Hun-

gary.
The inquifitors, to make their court to the pope,

are continually making incroachments on the authority

of the grand mailer and council, and make themlclves

odious and infupportable to the knights.
Death of the grand mailer don Martin de Garzez.

Brother Alof deVignacour, grand

hoipitaller of France, is choten to fucceed l6or.

him. Ihis knight, who was of the Ian- Alof de

guage of France, and of a very antient fa- Vign A-

mily of the province of Picardy, was great coUR.
crois and hofpitaller of the order, when his

merit railed him to the dignity of graild mailer : and

theie has hardly ever been a mallerlhip more famous

than his ; whether we confider its duration, which was

upwards of twenty years, or the various events that

happened in the order during hi^ adminiftrauon.

1 2 The
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The grand mafter difpatched feveral embalTadors t»

notify his eledlioii to the principal fovereigns of Chri-"

ftendora. The commander Rodrigo Britto was fent

to the pope ; brother Nicholas Deliamara to the em-

peror ; brother William de Meaux Bois Boudran was

employed in the fame quality at the court of the king
of France ; and don Bernard de Zuniga at that of his

catholic majefty.
The inquifitor Veralll is for taking cognizance of

the affairs of the government ; in which he is openly
countenanced by pope Clement VIII.

The gallies of the orderTeize upon the town ofMa*
, hometa, on the coaft of Barbary j an enter-

prize formed with great prudence, and exc*

Iputed with as much valour.

Emery de Chattes made embaffador of the order to

king Henry IV.

Enter PRIZE of the knights upon the towns of Lc-

panto and Pat ras.

1 603. Ageneral chapter held .

The gallies of the order ravage the ifle of Lango,
, formerly fo dear to the knights, during their

^* relidence at Rhodes; but now their fuccel-

Ibrs carry off 165 ilaves, out of hatred to the Turks.

1605. Death ofpops Clement VIII.

Paul V. his fucceifor, gives three commandries of
the language of Italy to one of his nephews,

J 60©. though they did not happen to fall vacant in

the court of Rome : and a little while after-

w-ards, he likeways conferred the commandry of Be-

nevento upon cardinal Buffalo.

Project of a knight, a Dalmatian by birth, bu£

of the language of Germany, propo(ed to the

1607. order, for getting the Poles to reftore the great

commandry of Poiha, which was fallen into

Ocular hands, upon condition of eltablifhing a body of

kn'ghts in that kingdom, to lerve on horieback againft

the Turks; which did not fucceed, by reafon of the

obflacles
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obftacles put in the way by a prince of the houfc of

Radzivil, vvhofe ancedors or relations had
probably

got pofTefTion oFit.

Troubles at Malta in the inn and language of

Germany, on account of an attempt which
had been made to get Charles count of Brie, l6cS»
natural Ion to Henry duke of Lorrain, admit-

ted into that language ; the affair is carried to fuch an

height, that the Germans tear down the arms ot the

grand mafter and the order from off the gate of their

inn, and leave only tho(c of tlie emperor.
Francis de Lorrain, called the chevalier ,

de Gurie, makes his firft campaign on board
*" V"

the gallies of Malta.

The chevaliers Frefenet, Maprot, and Gaucort,
furprife the fortrefsof Lajazzo in the gulf of that name,
make their way into it by means of a petard, which
blew up the gate ; take a great booty, and, after blow-

ing up the fortifications of the place, carry off above

300 flaves.

A year fatal to France and the order of ,

Malta, by the afTaffination of Henry the
^^^^*

great.
Corinth taken and facked by the gallies ,

«f the order. ^^^.I«

The prince of Vendofine made general of .

the gallies
of the order.

" loi2.

The grand mafter upon receiving advice that the
corfairs of Barbary defigned to make an at-

tempt upon the ifle of Goza, fends troops, 1613*
ammunition, and provifions thither.

A New alarm in the language of
Italy, by the

pope's granting the duke of Modena's (on the

gratiiX expedativcdy a kind of bull, upon the 16 14,

<:ommandry of Reggio : a favour of a danger-
ous nature from the ill confequences that might en-

4ue.

Sixty Turkiih gallies appear off of the ifle 1615,
of Malta; and land 5000 men, but are able to

make
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jTjake no flaves from the care the mhabitants take t»

retire into the ftrong holds.

The grand mailer makes an aquedud^ to carry a fine

l^rge rpring From the city oF Malta commonly
1616. called the Notable city,

to the city of Va-

Ictte, and the piazza before the grand ma-

fter's palace : a work wo.ihy of the Roman grandeur.
The duke of Nevers is for founding a new order,

or, properly fpeaking, for ieparating the old one of

St. Sepulchre from the o:der of St. John of Jerufalem*
Brother don Lewis Mtndez de Vaiconcellos, baiiitF of

Acre, a very able negotiator, is diipatched to the court

of France, to traverle the duke's deftgns. He arrives

in France with the quality of embaifador extraordinary,
and went to his firfl: audience attended by the com-
mander de Silery embaiTador in ordinary, brother de

St. Leger, receiver of the prioiy of Fiance, the com-
mander de Formigeres captain of the

life.-guards, the

commander de Girlande, and all the knights who
were then at Paria, and about the court. He prelent-

ed his letter to the kin:ir, who gave as favourable an an-

fwer to it as could be wilhed, and the duke of Nevers's

project came to nothing.

Facardin, prince of the Drufi, comes to Malta, to

implore the protedion andfjccour of the order againft
the grand leignior's perlecutions.

Bosio, who was only an honorary knight, pre-

tending to diipute precedence with a knight
j6l 7. who was his Icnior, was made fenfible that his

feniority could not be reckoned but from the

ay of his rehabilitation, and that an honorary knight
could never be advanced to the dignities of the or-

der.

,
P

The treafury of the order caufe a gallion
to be built in the port of Amfterdam, which

cofts 60,000 crowns of gold.
New fortifications railed in the roads of St. Paul,

of Mar;a-Sirocco, and JVlarfa Scab, and in the little

5fle ofComino, fituated between Malta and Goza.

Cagliahes^
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Cagliares, bifliop of Malta, makes ieveral in-

croachments on the authority of the grand ma-
iler and coLincJl : he goes to Rome to fupport 1619,
them, and leaves behind him a vicar-general
as pragmatical as himlelf. The young knights of all

the languages, unable to endure the audacioulheis of
that turbulent fellow, run to look for him in his houfe,
in order to throw him into ihe iea. The prand mader

obliges him to iurrendcr himfelf, and fends him to

Rome to anfwcr the profecution agalnft him. Tiic

pope is incenfed at this affair, orders his intiuilltor to

examine into it, and threatens to excommunicate the

grand maftcr and council, whole lubmilTion at laft puts
an end to the affair.

The army of the catholic league make an unfuc-

cefsful attempt in order to feize upon the town of Sufa

on the coaft of Barbary. A conliderable number of

knights had a (bare in this expedition, among whom
are reckoned brother Anthony Barras, brother Francis

Juxs, brother de la Meulana, broiher Merauit de Fe-

lons, brother Melchior de Gozon-Melac, brother An-

thony an honorary knight, captain of foot in [he fer-

vice of the king of Spain : and among the wounded
were brother AlphonlbCaflel St. Pierre, captain of the

admiral- galley of the order, brother Anthony Maftrrl-

lo, captain of the patronefs, brother John de Saligy,
a native of Auvergne, brother Cefar de St. Peryer, of

the language of France, who died at Malta of his

wounds, brother Azeredoa Caftilian, and brother

Luys Mendez VafconccUos, a Portuguefe.
Francis Ottoman, a dominican friar, who pre-

tended to be ^on to the grand leigniorAchmet,
comes to Malta, and is received there up- i620»
on the recommendation of cardinal Verally,

prelident of the congregation of the Catechumens,
Enterprise of thegalliesof the order upon Cafiel-

Tornez. Ihe commander brother Alphonlb Caftel

St. Pierre is named by the general of the gallies to head
tha' enteprife. They clap three petards to the gate,
and break into the palace ; which was a kind of ma-

gazin,ie
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gazine to all theMorea. The general of the gallies- has
notice given him by a Greek, that in cafe he does not

/etire immediately, his retreat will be intercepted by
4000 Turks who were hard by. He orders a retreat to

be founded, and St. Pierre, who received the fame ad-

vice, forms a fquadron, and makes his way to the lea

with the booty and the prifoners he had taken,

r Death of Paul V, who is fucceeded by
Gregory XV. This pope ilTues out bulls to con-

firm all the privileges which his prcdectfTors had grant-
ed to the order.

New complaints of the language of Italy, on account

of being deprived of their right of iucceeding
1622. to the vacant commandries, by the popes no»

mination to them oftentimes before they be-

came fo.

The commander -de Chatte GefTan is fent to Malta

by king Lewis XIII. to defire the order to join their

gallies to his, in order to fight againft the Hugonots.
The chevalier deCafTclani deMontemedan is by the

council ordered to go with the gallies to Marleilles, and
to carry thither the great gallion which had been built

at Amflerdam.
Th e grand mafter deVignacour beinga hunting, and

purfuing a hare in all the heat of the month of x^ugufl,
was feized with a fit of an apoplexy, juft as had hap-
pened fifty years before to-the grand mafter de la Va-
lette. They carried him to the new city, where he

appointed brother Nicholas la Mara, great admiral of
the order^ to be his lieutenant. He afterwards receiv-

ed the facraments of the church with great devotion,

difpofed of his effedls as ufual, and died on the 14th of

September, being 75 years old.

The chapter met to chufe him a fuccelTor, There
were two pretenders, viz. Luys Mendcz de Vafconcel-

los a portuguefe, bailiff of Acre, who had been embaf-

fadorfrom the order to the courts of Rome and France,
and Anthony de Paule, of the language

?ylp^_
of Provence, grand prior of St. Giles.

Brother don Luys Mendez had the

preference, and was accordingly proclaimed grand
maftec

'f
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mailer on the 17th of September j but he hard-

ly enjoyed his dignity fix months ; and the little

time that he outUved Vignacour, was employed in con-

firming the wife regulations he had made. The grand
mafter being near fourlcore years of age.,

died on the

iixth of jMarch 1623.
Thk lOth of the fame month, they proceeded to the

cledlion of a new grand mafter, and the choice of the

convent fell upon brother Anthony de

Paule,prior of St. Giles, being feventy Anthony
one years old. The commander de de Paule.

Tormegeres, embaffador of the order

in France, dying about this time, the commander Du-
rand de Villegagnon, was put a iecond time into that

poft, to notify the eledion of the«new grand mafter to

Lewis XIII.

Death of pope Gregory XV. who is fucceeded by
Urban VIII, This pope gets Anthony Barberini, his

great nephew, to be received into the order as a che-

valier de Juftice, with a diipenfation for keeping his

jefidence, and ferving in the gallies of the order.

John de t'onieca, a Portugueie novice, or probati-

oner, has his head cut off in the great piazza of the

palace, after having been found guilty of robbery and
murder.

Brother Faulcon, prior of Capua, being convi<5l-

ed of embezzelling 15000 ducats of the re-

venue received from Naples, 2000 crowns of 1624-
that of Rome, and 15000 ducats more of
what the grand mafter Lewis Mendez left behind him,
is condemned to perpetual imprifonment, and dies in

prifon.

The grand mafter does not want enemies among
a (et ofmen, who are impudent enough to fancy they
can out-face truth, and make the blackeft faifehoods

pals for matters offad. They prefent a memorial to

the pope, wherein they take notice that the grand ma-
iler is a man of loole life and converfation ; that he is

guilty of fimony, and had bought his dignity with

jnoney, De Paule fent the commander brother Denis

Polaftron
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Polaftron de la Hilliere to Rome; who, being a man
of thegreateft probity and virtue, juftified hiai in the

mod honourable manner from all thele caLirnnies.

The grand raafter had hardly got rid of this affair,

when he had another upon his hands, which was full

as trouble/bme, becaule pope Urban Vlil. was both

judge and party in it. His holinefs took upon him to

tlifpofe of the commandries of the language of Italy.
He had before given the two commandnes of Milan and

Bufalora, to don Antonio Barberini hi^ nephew, and
he afrerwards gave that of Afcoli to the chevalier Ma-
chi^velli ; that of Volterra to the chevalier brother

Donat Ruftici ; the right of feniority to the command-
er brother Hubert Ricafoli, and the commandry of

JVIonoDoli to the chevalier brother Alexander Zambec-
cari. Thefe new conceflions, added to thofe of the

popes Paul V. and Gregory XV. which were com-

puted to amount to no lefs than i 7 commandries, put
all the language of Italy in a flame. The knights re-

fufed to make their campaigns, or to ferve on board the

fhips orgallies of the oider; and moft of them retired

to their own houfes and relations. The grand mafter,
to remedy this diforder, called a council, when it was,

agreed, that they fhould fend an embafTador to the

pope, to lay before him the juft complaints of the or-

der. They likewile fent three others on the fame ac-

count, to the principal fovereigns of Chriftendom.

Brother James du Liege-Charaulr, grand hofpitaller,

was ordered to Rome ; brother John Conrard de Rof-

bach, bailiff of Brandenburgh, was fent to the emper-
or ; la Marra, prior of Meffina, and general of the

gallies, to the king of France ; and brother don John
Ximenes, prior of Navarre, to the king of Spain.
Thde embaffadors were likewife directed to lay before

thofe princes, an account of the abjfe of certain dif-

penfations which were granted to the knights at Rome,
by which they were allowed to dilpofe of their effciS^s,

whereby the common treafury was defrauded of its

right, and which could end no otherwile than in

the
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the ruin of the order. We fiiall take notice of the

ifTue of this embafTy 10 Rome under the year 1626.

The order makes an attempt upon the ifland of
Santa Maura, in pofTeflion of the Turks,
which mifcarries : twelve knights were kill- 1625.
cd in it, belides a great number who were
wounded.
A GREAT fea-engagement, in which the order lofes

two gallies, the St. John and the St. Francis : ieveral

knights were killed in it, others wounded, and ibmc
made flaves.

To theie misfortunes mufl; be added another ; for

the pope, notwithftanding the remonftrances

of the grand mafter, and the council, continues 1626.
to beftow the Italian commandries on his re-

lations.

The order had hitherto never kept up above 1627*
five gallies, but the grand mailer now caules a

fixth to be built.

Urban, who was no friend to the order, not fa-

tisfied with plundering it of its principal com-
mandries in Italy, which he beftowed upon his 162S.
relations, now publifhes an ordinance, ?nofu

proprioy changing the method that had been always
hitherto oblerved in the eledion of the grand ma-
flers.

Brother Achilles d'Eftampes Valenfai 1629.
5s made a great crofs de grace (or by favour)

upon the recommendation of Lewis XIII. king of
France.

Antonio Bos 10, who was natural fbn to the
barlitF brother John Otho, and adopted by his uncle

James Bofio, made a great progrels in polite literature,
and efpecially in the knowledge of ecclcfiailical hi-

ftory ; fo that his profound capacity, threw as it were
a fliade over the meannefs of hi'> extra<5tion, as may be
feen by his feveral works ; particularly that of Rorna

Jubternviea. Ke lucceeds his adoptive father in the

poft of agent to the order at Rome j and being the lall

VoL.V. K perfon
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perfon left of his name, he fucceeds this year to all the

eftate and effects of the fiimily.

The pope, dill intent upon reducing the govern-
•ment of the order, agreeable to his lecret

views, is for changing the old ulage that 1630.
had beenobferved in general chapters.

Some Chriftian flaves, who compofed the crew or

a Til rki ill galley, commanded by Manni-Bei of

Famagufta in the ifle of Cyprus, rebel againft 163 1,

him, take up arms, and either kill the captain
and the (oldiers of the galley, or force them to leap

over-board, make thcmielves mafters of the galley,and
arrive fafe at Malta.

A_ G E N E R A L chapter appointed on the i i th ofMay-
The pope confents that they (hould retain the old ufage
in it of (ixteen commifTaries, two for every language :

but he infills, that the inquifitor Ihall prefide over them,
and have a power of delegating, in cafe of ablence, any

body whom he fhall think fit in his place ; that he

fhall likewife have a power of fufpending the chapter,
as well as ofproroguing. The grand mailer alTuresthe

pope, that he is difpofed to obey him, but that the

body of the order could not bear with patience his ho-

iinefs's introducing a pcrfon into the government who
did not belong to the order, with the title and autho-

rity of prelident. The pope having no rreanner of re-

gard to thele remonflrances, the council thought fit to

fubmit. But, in order to avoid the fire and violence

of the young knights, they (end them to iea a cruifing
whilfl the general chapter is held.

On funday the nth of May 1631, this general

chapter is opened, in which prefided the mod ferene

lord Francis Anthony de Paule, grand mailer.

The mod reverend ImbroU, prior of the church.

Conventual bailiffs.

^ f Claude DurreVentarob, r* commander.

2 j
Francis Cremeaux, ^Xmarfiial.

H
<{
Tuflin de Ternez Boillrigaiilt,

S
-^hofpitaller.

g j Philip de Gaetan, W)/ admiral.

^
I^
Lewis de Moncada; V. confervator.

grand
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Grand priors,

f^ Jude du Fay Gerlande,
«X George de Caftellane d'Aluis, t^

S y Antonio Maria de Ciaia,

Nicolas Cavaretta,

Nicolas de la Marra,

Philip Bardaxi,

o

Auver[pc.
.ToLiloulc.

lLombardy<

I

Venice.

'Mefiina.

Empofta.

ti

w

H
O
ei

Capitulary bailtS^s.

Signorin Gattenava,bailiiF or prior
of the balliiagc

of St. Eaphemia.
Francis Sans, bailiffof Negrepont.
Cefar Feretti, bailiff or prior of St. Stephens.

Alexander Benfi, bailiff or prior
of St. Trinity of

Venufia.

Antonio Bracaccio, bailiff or prior
of St. John

near the fea of Naples.

Humphrey de THofpital,
Francis Puget ChefTuel,

Jufte de Brun Laliege,
De Rosbach,

John de Bernoi Villeneuve,
Laurence de Figueroa,
Lucius Grimaldi,
Lewis of Britto Mafcama}'',

. James Chriftopher Abandiau,
L Alexander Orii,

<i

o
hi

'Majorca.

Manolcjue.
Leon.

Brandenburg,.

^ . L'Aigle.
5 i St. Sepulchre-

Pavia.

Acre.

&c.

Lieutenants of the conventual bailiffs.

2 f Matthias James Phirt, lieutenant of the bailiff of
^

j Germany.
o

I
Thomas Hozis, lieutenant of the great chancel-

^
L ^ov.W

Proxies
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Proxies of the priors.

f P/iAglo Brandoa, proxy of the mofl: fereiie Ferdi-

nand cardinal Infant, adminiflrator ofthe priory
of Portugal.

Francis Buonaroti, proxy of the moft illuftrious

don John Charles de Medicis, prioi' of L^ifa.

Anthony Scalamonte, proxy ofthe illuftrious bro-

ther Aldobrandino Aldobrandini, prior of

Rome.
Triftan de Villeneuve^ proxy of brother James de

Mauleon la Buftide, prior of St. Gilles.

Robert de Viole Soulere, proxy of brother WiU
liam de Meaux Baudran, prior of France.

Charles de Va'jure, proxy of brother Feter de

Beaujeu, prior of Champagne.
H \ Jnlio Amali, proxy of brother Peter Vintimiglia,^

prior of Capua.
Martin de Redin, prior of Navarre, by appear-

ing in peribn, fuli)ended the powers of brother

Gineiio Ruiz his proxy.

Policarpe de Cafteloi, proxy of brother Peter

George Pridorfila, prior of Catalonia.

Lewis Melzi, proxy of brother Frederic Huntd,

prior of Ireland.

Anthony Pontremoli, chaplain of the language
of Provence, proxy of brother Arteman, prior
of Hungary.

Eberard, baron d'Eftain, proxy of brother The-
odore Rolman, prior of Denmark.

Don John de Zuniga, proxy of don Bernardia^

^ de Zuniga, prior of Caftile and Leon.

C4

H
O

Proxies of the capitular bailiffs.

rt f John Baptifte Calderari, proxy of the eminent

^ \ cardinal Cornaro; great commander of Cy-
is.665

1^ pru -^
Balda/Tar
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'Baldaflar dc Marzilla, proxy of brother Lapcrt de

Arbiza bailiff of Cafpe.
Francis de Godoi, proxy of brother don Diego

de Guzman bailiff of Lora.

Joachim de Challemailbn, proxy of brother

James deChenu de BeUai, baihffof x\rmenia.

Gabriel Dorin de Ligny, lientenant and proxy of

I brother James du Liege-Charault, treailirer-ge-

neral.

Don Lewis dc Cardenas, proxy of the Illullrious

bailiff brother Caraffa.

Gafpard de Maifonfeule, proxy of the bailiff

brother Achilles d'Edampes Valengay,

<4H

c

Proxies of the languages.

Provence,

Auvergne,
France,

Italy,

i

Arragon^Ca-"^
' talonia and C-

Navarre, 3
Germany,

1 Caftile and ")

L Portugal, )

W

f Francis Bagarrls.
Charles de Fay Gerlande.

Alexander de Grimonval.

Otflavio Ceoli.

- ' Gerome Bardaxi.o

I
John James de Welthaufe.

I Gabriel d'Angulo.

The order being fuppreffed in England, no proxies
Were named for that language.

Proxies of the commanders of the priories.

c \

'the priory of St,

Giles,

Touloufe,

Auvergne^

^France,

'Henry de Latis-Entragues,

^
'

Francis de Crottes de la

H \ Menardie.

^ Peter Lewis Chantellot la

«
t

C^efe.

K 3

l^ Peter 4e Carvel de MeraL

Champagne^
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f Champagne,
Rdme,

Lombardy^

Venice,

Pifa,

, Barletto,

\ Meflina,

Capua,
the cafiellany ) ^
of Einpofta, j*

Catalonia,

Navarre,

Germany,
i^Caftile & Leon,

w

c

f Joachim de Sennevol.

CurtiHs Bombino.

Alphonfo Caftel de St. Pi-

erre.

Fiorin Borfo.

Ugolin Griibni,
Gerolamo Zato.

Philip Moleti.

Alphonib Dura.

Peter Marzella.

Melchior Dureta
Francis Torreblanca.

John de Repach.

^Alphonfo de Angulo.

Companions of the grand mafter.

C the language of Provence, Brother Girolamo de
Merle Bcauchamps, cavaicadour of the grand
mafter, and brother Peter de Bernana Horno-
lach.

'^BaldalTar d'Alben, and bro-

ther Foucaud de St. Hi-
lare.

Adrian deContremoulins, and
brother Francis de la

Grange.

John Minutolo, and brother

Mario Alliata.

•

Auvcrgnc^

France,

O ^
Italy,

I

Arragon,Ca-
talonia,and

Navarre,

England,

Germany,

Caftile and \

^ Portugal; *>

^N. N.

John Baptift Macedonio, and
brother Stephen del Por-
tico.

Wiliam Henry de Wafperg^
Gondifalvo de Albernoz,and

brother don JBernardin de

Norogua.

The
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The inquifitor
then preiented a brief from the pope,

by which he was named to prelide at the eledtion of

the (ixteeii commiflaries appointed to regulate the af-

fairs of the order, but not to have any vote there, to

meddle in propofing any matter, or to fpeak his fenti-

ments in any debate. The grand mafter, either out of

prudence or policy, fuftered the chapter to accept this

brief, and then they proceeded to the choice of the com-
miflaries. There were two for each language.

(2

r

Provence^

Auvergne,

France,

Italy,

Aragon, Catalonia,
and Navarre,

England,

Germany,

• Caftile and Portu-
:

gal.

Villanova bailiff of Aquila,
and brother Francis Crot-

te la Menardie.

Gerlande, prior ofAu vcrgne,
and la Liegue, prior of

Lions.

Boiirigault, grand hofpital-

ler, and brother Gabriel

Dorin de Legal.
La Marra, prior of AlefTina,

and Gattinara, prior of

St. Euphemla.
Sans, bailiff of Negrepont,

and L'hopital, bailiff of

Majorca.

SerifTori, the inquifitor, nam-

ed, by the pope's orders,
brother PeterLewisChan-
telot la Chefe, of the lan-

guage of Auvcrgne, and
brother don Juan de Vil-

laroel, of the priory of

Caftile.

The bailiff brother James

ChriftopherAbandlau,and
brother Evrard baron de

Eftaln.

BrotherThomasHozes, lieu-

tenant of the great chan-

cellor, and brother Bia-

gio Brandao.

The
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The- chapter having confignecl overall its authorIt3r

to thefe fixteen commiiTaries, they, together with tl^e

inquifitor, retired into the conclave, which was held

in the hall of the palace of the tower. Tiie inquifitor,

as has been already oblerved, prefided in it according
to the pope's intentions, but had no vote or authority
to make any motion. Boifrigault, the grand hofpital-

ler, as being the oldefl: of the fixteen, propoled the af-

fairs on which they were to deliberate. ImbroU, prior

of the church, in quality of the grand mailer's proxy,
Abela the vice-chancellor, and broiher Peter Tuiami-

iii, fecretary to the treafury, interveened in this alFem-

bly, in which very prudent regulations were made for

determining the general and particular affairs that came

before them. There has been no chapter held fince

this time, and therefore the judgments given, and the

regulations made in this, ferve at this day for a law,
and are the rule for deciding of any difputes that may
arife in the order.

The order lofes the galley of St. John, which is

wrecked by a ftorm on the coaft of Calabria.

1632, The crew fave themfelves on fhore, and

they afterwards get out the artillery and the

principal effe^s.

This year tlie inhabitants of the ifles of Malta and

Goza were numbered, who amounted to 51750, in»

eluding men, women and children, and exclufive of the

knights of the order, the clergy, and thofe who were
called at Malta, the Familiares of the inquifition.

Brother Imbroll, prior of the church, offers the

order to write an hiftory, when leave is given him to

learch into the regifters of the chancery. The year

following cardinal Barberini recommended another to

the order for the fame purpofe, viz. the chevalier bro-

ther Cefar Mugalotti, who was admirably well qualifi-

ed for it, and a perfon of great learning. Both of them

began their work, but left it imperfedl.
The galiies ofthe order fail out, towards the end of

April, a privateering, under the command of general

Valdi, and take, near the ille of Zante, four ftiips or

vciTeU
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vcflels, with 6 JO moors or negroes on board, which

they were fending from Barbaiy to Conftantinopk.
The fame general has another engagement with the

coriairs of Tripoli, makes :^^S of them Haves, and de-

livers 60 Chiiftiahs. The Venetians make heavy com-

plaints that the gallies of the order take prizes in the

Teas, and upon the demefnes of the republic. The
Maltefe embaffador, by the grand mafter's order, an-

fwers them, that the order would be willing enough
to deliver back the grand feignior's fubjefls who had

been taken in the gulph, but that as for the corfairs,

they fhould be Ibid as villains and enemies to all reli-

gions and all nations. Another fcjuabble with the repu-
blic of Lucca, which is followed with a decree againft

receiving any of that ftaie as chevaliers de juftice : the

pope makes up the difpute.

Adventu RES of prince Guchia, who pretended to

be fon to Maliomet, III. and whom his mother, who
was of the houfe of Comneni, and aChriftian by birth,

had fent (o be educated among the Chriftians. The
order efpoufes this real or pretended prince.

The fchiimatical Greek Chrillians of theeafl: bribe

the Turks, and turn the European Francifcans out of

the keeping of the holy lepulchre. Calvary, Bethlehem,
and other iacred places of Paleftine. The pope defires

the grand mafter and council, as better acquainted with

the difpofltion of the Ottoman court, to take meafures

for reftoring the Latin friars to the guardianfhip of the

holy places. The grand mafter and his council are of

opinion, that they fhould try what force could do, and

not Ipare the fchifinatical Greeks whenever they fell

into the hands of any catholic princes.
The pope's too great uneafinefs in granting the

great crofs to fuchas were no more than private knights,
makes the order refolve te oppole the brief which he

had granted to the chevalier de Souvre, though his fa-

ther had been governor to king Lewis XIIL
Death of the grand mafter de Paule, in the i'Sth

year of his age, after a ficknefs of near t/c /;

three months; his epitaph contains his j
^

'^
J . . ,

^ X June lotlu
encomium and his character.

**

'' Fratd
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<c Fratri Antonio de Paula, magno mUitiae hierofoly-'
*' mitanas magiftro, principi gratilTimo, fplendidiflimo,
^

qui, ob egregias animi dotes, vivens in omnibus iui

*'
amorem, extinclus tl>i(iderium excitavit ; pacem mi-

** nfice coluit & affluentiam ; ordlnis vires, opes ad-
*'

didit, auxit : ampiiori munire vallo urbem aggref-
*^ fus cum annum ageret magifterii decimum quartum,"

astatis fupra o6toge{imum (quintum) diuturno cum-
^' moibo conftanter conflldus, lemper fe ipfo major
"

piiffime ac religiofinime quievit in Domino, feptimo
'* id. Junii, anno Sal. 1636."
The 13th of June 16^6, brother Paul LafcarisCa-

ftelard,bailJfFofMauorque,dercend-
Paul Lascaris ed from the courts of Vintimiglia,

Caste LARD. and the antient emperors of Con-

ftantinopie, was chofe fuccefTor to

*
Anthony de Paul. The next day the council) accord-

ing to the ufual cuftom, declared the new grand mafter

fovereign of the iiles of Malta and Goza, with all the

rights his predecefTors had enjoyed.
JNlALTA fuffers much from the dearnefs of corn. The

grand mafler applies to the prefident of Sicily, who is

'hard-hearted enough to refufethe fuffering ofany to be

exported out of the ifland. Nari, general of the gal-

lies, addrefles himfelf to the vice-rcy of Naples, who
allows him to take up 6000 loads, and carry them a-

way, free of all manner of cuftom, and duty ofexpor-
tation.

Lascaris has a quantity of nev/ Ipecies coined, in

order to pay tlie workmen who were continually em-

ployed in raifing new fortifications, under the dire(fti-

on of Florian an engineer, colonel of a regiment of

foot, whom the jirand mafter honoured with the crols

and habit of (he order.

Brother don Peter de Vintimiglia, of the fame

family with the grand mafter, makes a foundation for

ever of the timber of a galley, bearing the name of St.

Peter, and, for the fecurity of it, fettles two houfes, of

a thoufand crowns a year, which he had upon the

moh ofMeffina. Cavaretta, prior of Venice, makes-

the
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the like foundation for another galley, which was to be

called the St. Nicholas ; and the commander Conrard

Scheifurt de Merodc fuinds the commandry of Brc-

flawin the language of Germany.
The grand mafter divides all the inhabitants of Mal-

ta into companies, to whom they give arms : fome

knights are let over them to indrud: them how to make

u(e of them to oppo(e the inroads and dcfcents of the

Turks and cortairs.

The dukeof Montalta, viceroy of Sicily, the prefl-

dent, and the rell: of the king of Spain's offi-

cers, are ftill exafperated againft the order, 1637.
and not only prohibit the exportation of corn,

but give orders for arrefting all the Maltefe ihips tha£

fhould put into the ports of the ifland. The occalion

of their uneafinefs was, that as the two crowns of

France and Spain were at war, fome French knights,

who were on board either (hips or gallies of France,

had taken condderable prizes at the entrance of the

harbour of Malta. Upon thefe orders of the regency,
two gallies of the order putting into the port of Syra-

cufe, they were going to feize them : but the commo-

dore being aware of their defign, put oif immediately,
and went out of the harbour. The governor, or the

commanding officer, fired all the cannon of the caftlc

upon him, to oblige him to come back ; but he, in

fpite of his artillery, got out to fea, and returned to

Malta. This behaviour of the Spaniards, who had

continual proofs of the fervices which the knights did

their prince for the defence of his dominions, offended

all Europe ; and it was faid, particularly in the courts

of Italy, that the gallies of Malta had never been can-

nonaded before, but by the corfairs and infidels. The
duke of Montalto, fearing left thefe reports (hould reach

his maimer's ear, or that the grand mafter (hould com-

plain to him, as he had juft reafon to do, thought fit

to difown the condudl of the governor of Syracule, and

to condemn his proceedings, and, to give a more fub-

ftantial latisfadion for what liad been done, promifed
io allow the exportation of corn to Malta,

The
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The commander de Talembach, of the language of

Germany, offers the order to fit out a galley at his own

cxpence : the propofal was very agreeable to the coun-

cil, but the war fpreading more and more in Germa-

ny, Talembach's propofal came to nothing.
The commandry of Sarraline is founded in Sicily,

and the founder complimented with the privilege of

wearing the habit of the order, and enjoying the pro*
fits of his commandry during his life.

Some French knights lie, with a naval force,

in the channel of Malta, and take feveral

1638. prizes from the Spaniards, during the war
between the two crowns. Captain Paul,

a (erving brother, and a Frenchman horn, takes an

Algerine vefTel in the fame place, carries it into

Malta, and is well received there. But the grand
mafter forbids him and all the knights to fight a-

gainft any Chriftian prince, and writes about it to the

king of France in very ftrong terms, reprelenting to

him, that fome knights on board his gallies had juft

taken fome Sicilian (hips, which had interrupted the

iiecelTary commerce between the ifles of Sicily and Mal-

ta, and had exafperated the king of Spain's minifters,

who gave out that all this was done in concert v/ith the

council of the order.

The commander de Charolt, general of the gallies,

goes a cruifing, takes feveral little vefiels at firft, and

lights upon three large (hips of i

ripoli, that ferved for

a convoy to a great number of other vefTels. The
Maltefe general, without amufing himfelf with can-

jionading them, prepares to lay them on board, and

divides his gallies. The admiral galley, and the St.

Peter, under the command of the chevalier John Je-
rome de Gallean Chateauneuf, fell upon the commo-
dore galley of the infidels. The St. Nicholas and the

Vi<51ona, commanded by brother John Baptifte Carac-

ciolo. and brother John Brandao, attack the admiral.

The St. Ubaldefque and St. Anthony, commanded by
brother Bartholomew Gahley, and. brother Francis

Talhtilt, fet upon the vice-admiral. The engagement
was bloody, and the infidels made a brave defence,

Fqui*
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Four hunclrcd and fifty
Turkifli Ibldiers were on board

this little fleet, which was commanded by Ibrahim

Rals, called la Becafle, a renegado of Marleilles, who,
for a long time, had ferved in quality of a pilot on board
the gailies of the order, and whole wife and children

were ftill at Malta.

But he having been taken by the corfairs of Tri-

poli had turned Mahometan, had ferved on board the

inHdcl fleets, and, by his valour and capacity, railed him-
ielf to the poft of admiral. Chareauncuf, who com-
manded the St. Peter, laid him aboaid, and Marcel de

Chateauneuf, the captain's brother, is the firft who en-

ters his
fliip,

at the head of a good number of knights;
he cuts the Turkifli foldiers to pieces, leizes la BecafTe^

drags and carries him to Galcan de Chateauneuf his

brother, under whom he had formerly ferved as a pi-
lot. The other commanders had as good fuccefs ; fb

that all the little fleet was taken, and not fo much as a,

fingle vefltl efcaped. They made 312 flaves, and the

general of the gailies returns vidorious into the har-

bour of Malta with twenty fliips and vefllls laden with
a rich booty. The order loft feveral very brave knights
in this engagement, and, among others, brother Denis
of Vionteflancourt, brother Bernard Perrot of Malmai-

fon, brother David Sanbolin, a novice, and brother

Nicholas of Biencourt, a ferving brother, all of the

language of France ; brother Francis Ifnard, brother

Piolomini, and brother Philibert Gattinara, of the lan-

guage of Italy ; brother Alonfo Garzez of Marcilli, an

Afragonian novice ; and brother Gafpard of Sou fa, a

Portuguele. A much greater number of knights were

wounded, they never failing to expofe themielves with-
out the leaft reserve on fuch occafions.

Balagu, bifliop of Malta, to make his
clergy-

more numerous, gave the tonfure, and the four lefl[er or-

ders, to all fuch young fellows in Malta as pre£^nted
themielves for that purpolc. Thefe new eccleflailics

thought their tonfure was fuflicient to dilpenfe them
from appearing in the companies in which they were

enlifted, from mounting the guard in their turns, and
VoL.V. L frcni
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fj'om performing the other military fundions to which
the grand mafter had obliged the inhabitants. The
king of Spain and pope Urban VIII. blame the bifhop's

condu£l, and condemn the pretended ecclefiadics to

the toniiire, and to wear the habit of their order, and
to lerve in the church agieeable to that function as

there might be occafion for them, and ordered that all

fuch of them as fhould be taken without their clerical

habits, fhould be obliged to mount guard in the lame
manner as the other lay-inhabitants.
Pope Urban VIII. who had no affedion for the or-

der, but, on the contrary, refolved to fubvert the go-
vernment of it, grants leave, without the privity of the

grand mailer, to the old commanders to make their

wills, a^nd dilpole of their eifedts. A ftep calculated

for the utter ruin of the trealury of the order, which,

by this permiffion, is «leprived of their perfonal eftates.

SiXTEEi^ Algerine gallies join together to make a

defccnt in the Marca d'Ancona, and plunder the rich

treafnre of our lady of Loretto.

Ci^PELLO, admiral of the Venetian fleet, 'meets and

purfues them; they fly into the port of la Valone, be-

longiiig to the grand (eignior, v/here the Venetian ad-

miral burns them without refped to their afylum *.

This raifes the grand feignior's relentment, who threa-

tens to fall upon them; but he is at lafl: pacified with a

a fum of money.
SoiME knights, who were

jufl:
come to be their own

mailers, mask themlclves in carnival time, in

1639. the habit of
Jeiliits.

The fathers complain of
it to the grand made)-, who orders ibme of

the 3'oung men to be arrefted, but their comrades break

open the prifon-doors, and let them at liberty. Upon
this they all go in a body to the college, throw the

furniture through the windows, and force the grand
mailer to conient to their being lent out of the ifland.

Eleven Jefuits were put on board, four only ftaid be-

hind, who had hid themfelves in the city of la Valette.

The council and the great croflfes did not diicover any
great

* AmuratlV.
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great concern at the baniflimcnt ofthefe fathers, who,
in oppofition to their interell, had taken upon them-

ielves to govern the grand mafters.

The foundation oftwo commandries; that ofNar-

do by Lewis Anthony de MafTa, for the language of

Italy ; and that of Nice, by the grand mailer, for the

language of Provence.

The prince of HelTe d'Armftat, general of

the gallies,
takes fix vefTcls of the corfairs in 1640.

the port of Goletta.

A YEAR fatal to the order by continuation of the

wars between the Chriftian princes. The treaiury had

not received fo much as a iingle crown from Germany
for twenty years together. Moft of the French and

Italian commandries were ruined ; the exchange ran

very high amongO: them ; fo that a crown, which was

worth' 13 or 14 tarins, would hardly produce eleven

upon exchange, which obliged the grand mader and

council to take up 100,000 ducats of the bank of Ge-

noa at intereft, in order to carry on the fortifications of

theifland.

New difputes with the Venetians, who, 1641.
as ufual, fequeftrate the eftates of the order.

Uladislaus IV. king of Poland, writes to the

grand mafler, and pretends that the commandries of

Bohemia ought to be common to the Polilh knights as

well as to thoi'e of Bohemia, fuice both priories were

of the fame lan^uace.

War of the Barberini againll the duke of 1642.

Parma, in which they, under pretence of his

debts, wanted to leize upon the dukedom of Caftro.

Urban VIII. finding that leveral Italian

princes had entered into a league to prevent 1645.
ills feizing on the dominions of the duke of

Parma, rcquiics the grand mafter to fend him the gal-
lies of the order. His commands are immediately

obeyed; but the allies feize, in revenge, upon all the

eftalesof the order within their territoiies, and cannot

be prevailed upon to take off the fequeftration till the

order ihews them, that notwithftanding they had been

L 2 forced
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forced to comply with the orders of the pope, then'

firft fuperior, nevertheleis the commanders of the gal-
lies had private orders to be only on the defenfive, a-

iTveeable to their inftitution, which obliged them to of-

fer no infult to any Chriilian prince, and which they
had always oblerved.

A MEMORABLE adliion of general Boisbaudran, who
cxpofes himfelf to be Currounded by eight cor-

1644. fair galiies, rather than abandon one belong-

ing to the order, which, by reafon of the weak-
nefs of its crew, was not in a condition to keep up with

him.

The feafon being (lill favourable for keeping out at

iea, the grand maftcr fent the gallies again a cruifing.
On the 28th of September, the knights difcovered, a-

bout 70 miles from Rhodes, a (liipto the leev^ard, not

above four miles from them. The commodore being
iiearcft immediately gave her chace : the St. John and

St. Jofeph fbon came up with her, and, feeing her pre-

pare for a vigorous defence, and that (he made a furi-

ous fire with her great and linall fliot, the knights

grapple with her, board her fword in hand, and force

fhe infidels to throw down their arms, and cry for

quarter.
Three o'her gallics, viz. the St. Laurence, com-

manded by Raphael Cotoner, the St. Mary, by the che-

valier de Piancour, and the victory by the chevalier

Noel de Villegagnon Chanforeft, meet with a great

gallon, which, in order to draw on the knights, con-
. ceals her ftrength, and makes no parade with her ar-

tillery.

The St. Mary, whole crew was in the beft conditi-

on, was up with her before the two others ; when,
without confidering the great dilproportion there is be-

tween a fingle galley and a vefTel of fo vafl. a bulk, the

chevalier de Piancour, who commanded her, went to

lay her aboard, upon which the other gallies advance

to fuccour him. The infidels, feeing their captain and

principal officers killed, ftruck, after an engagement
which had ialted feven hours, and iu which the order

loft
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loft nine knights, viz. Boisbaudran the genertil, Pian-

cour, captain of the St. Mary, the chevalier Camillo

Schotti, brother Sebaltian Bertonmonbai, Charles Mo-
rans of St, Mark, brother Robert and Nicholas of Bou-

flers, and brother Stephen of Algre, all knights pro-

bationers, and brother Severin Richard of Allemand, a

lerving brother ; but a much greater number of rhem

were wounded. The Turks loft 600 men, befidcs a

confidcrablc number who were taken piiibncis, and a-

mong the reft a lady of the (eraglio, who was going
out of devotion to Mecca, with a young child, the re-

puted Ton of the grand ieignior Ibrahim, who after-

wards entered into the order of St. Dominic, where

lie went by the name of father Ottoman. The booty
was fo great, that It reimburled the trcafury for all the

expence the order had been at in
fitting out its Iqua-

dK)ns.

Ibr AHiM,]iearing of the taking of this great gallon^

togetiicr with all the riches that were on board, .

lends a herald to declare war againft the grand
^

mafter and the order.

Great preparations made by the order to put itfclf

in a condition to oppole the formidable power of the

grand feignior. Succours, ammunition, and proviftons
arefent for from all quarters. A glorious and ever me-

ir.orable adion of Lewis vicornte of Arpajon. a noble-

man of the Srft quality in France, who obliges all his

vallals to take up arms ; raifes a body of 20CO men at

,
his own expence ; loads ievcral vcfTcls with ammuni-
tion and proviftons, and fets fail with them, together
with a good number of gentlemen, who were either

his friends or relations ; an ives at Malta, and prefents
the grand mafter with a fuccour, which was Co very

conliderablc, that the like could hardly have been ex-

pelled from a Ibvereign prince. The grand mafter

thought he could not better acknowledge a fervice of

this importance, than by making him general of the

troops, with the po'.ver of naming three lieutenant-

generals to command under him in thofe places
where

he eould not be prelcnt himlelf.

L 3 The



126 N'iflory of the Knights ofMalta.

The f^vent {hewed that the grand feignlor's threat-

nhig of Maha was no more than a falfe alarm : but he
invaded the ifie ofCandia, befieged and took Canea.
All his naval and land forces, his mighty fleets and
confiderable armies, fell upon that ifland. Malta, now
freed from any danger of an attack, lends a fquadron
to fuccour the belieged. The vifcount of Arpajon
takes leave of the grand man:er, who, in order to ac-

knowledge the fuccour he had lb generoufly brought
them, figns a bull in form, with the confent of the

council, granting him and his eldeft ion the privilege
of wearing the gold crofs of the order, and declaring
that any one of his younger fons, or his defcendants,
fhould be received, during their minority, into the or-

der without paying any ^q^'^.^ and be honoured with the

great crois as fbon as ever they fhould have made their

profefTion j and that the chief and eldeft branch of the

family might quarter the crofs in their coat of arms.

The pope, at the king of Spain's requeft, defires

the grand mafter to give the great crofs to

1646. don Philip, fon to the king of Tunis, who
was turned Chriftian. The council oppole

it vlgoroufly, from tFie averdon they had of ieeing a

moor, whole converfion was much to be fufpedied, fill

up one of the liril dignities of the order.

Brother Jey, marfnalof the order, is named ge-
neral of the gallies,

hut refufesthat poft, from

1647. the confideration that his dignity ofmarfhal

gave him a right of commanding by fea as

v/ell as by land. But embarking afterwards, in order

to join the Venetian fleet, he meets an Algerine cor/air

in the channel of Malta, near cape Paffaro; an engage-
ment enfues, in which the marlhal is Ihot with a muf-

ket ball, of which he dies.

Mass A NE LLC railes a very dangerous fedition in

Naples.
The adventures of Jacaya, a real or pretended

prince of the Ottoman houfe j his letters to the grand
niafter. Cardinal ?*Iaurice of Savoy endeavours to en-

gage theorder to declare in his favour^notwithftanding
the
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the uncertainty of his pretenfions. The grand mafter

exculcs himfelf, because, as he laid, it would be im-

pofiible to bring his defigns to bear, or to (bpport his

pretended right to the throne oF
Confhintinoplc,

without the concurrence of the greateii princes of

f^urope.
Pope Innocent X, in prejudice of the privileges of

the order, confers thecominandry ofParma upon young
Maldachino, nephew to Donna Oiimpia, his holineis's

liil:er-in-lawt The order fends embalTadors to all the

princes of Chriftendom to complain of this injufticc,

and to reprefent to them, that the order would be dif-

abled from fitting out any fquadrons angainft the infi-

dels, if it fnould be dripped in this manner of its belt

commandfies.

Death of the chevalier de Guile, who was killed

in trying a cannon.

The treaties of iMunfter and O/haburg deprive the

order of a good number ofcommandriesto beiiowthem
on the proteftant princes of Germany.
A FAMINE in the iiland of Malta. Cinqmars, com-

mander of the St. Francis galley,meets a Flemilh , ^
fliipladen with 2000.1oad;of corn, juft purchafed

^ *

in Puglia : the mafler refufes to fell it to the grand raa-

(ler; but a fudden ftorm forces him to put into the har-

bour of Malta, where he fells his corn to the great fa-

tisfa(5lion of the people.
The gallies of the order, after fcouring the Levant

(eas, comeback, and put into the port of Mellina. The
magiftrates of the city, from the apprehenfions they
were under left thele gallies Ihould, in their return to

Malta, feize upon ibme merchant
fiiips which were

coming that way loaden with corn, lay an embargo
on the St. Joleph galley, commanded by don John di

Bichi of the language of Italy, by way of hoftage ;

but lufFers the other three gallies, commanded by cap-
tains of the language of France, to go out of their port.
Thele officers deliver the grand mafter a letter from
the magiftrates of Meffina,by which they tell him, thgt

the only reafon of their laying an embargo on the St.

Joleph
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Jofeph galley, was in order to employ it in quelling an

inluiredion of the people, who fuficred exceedingly
from the dearth of corn. The grand mafter 'anlwers,

that he is willing to believe they have no direct

iiitenfion to offend the order, by an embargo which
was fo highly injurious to it ; but that they do a great

injury to Chriftendom in preventing the gallies from

returning to Candia to the iiiccour of the Venetians,

However, the grand mafter fends to the pert or Augu(ta
for corn, which the magiftrates of that town were ready
to furnifh the order witii.

The famine increales at Malta : there is no wheateu
bread to be had, not even lb much as for the infir-

mary ; fo that the knights are forced to live on barley
bread. They fend every where for corn ; but the cap-
tains of the velTels of the order are forbid to touch at

the ports of Mellina and Palermo.

The grand leignior Ibrahim is ftrangled in an inllir-

redlon of the janizaries, and they place Mahomet IV.

his eldeft fbn, on the throne

Cass EI N, the Turkilh general, purfues the war in

Candia with great vigour, notwithftanding the revolu-

tions which had happened in the empire.
A GREAT difpute carried on in the court of Rome,

between the grand mafter andimbroll prior ofthe church.

•This prior, who was a feditious man, pretended to

have a right, by virtue of his own authority, and with-

out the grand mafter's conient, to convene an Aftem-

bly of the brother chaplains, as if thole lerving brothers

as wells as himfelf, were not dependant on the grand
mafter. The fecond point in difpute was this prior's

pretending that he only had a right, independently
from the grand mafter, of visiting the nuns of the or-

der, and appointing them confcftbrs. The grand affair

in queftion was, to get the pope to confirm the two
volumes of the ftatutes of the order, which that prior
had compiled, and which he was fuipedted to have mo-
delled according to his own private views, to tlie pre-

judice of the fupreme and lawful authority of the fupc-
rlors of the order.

The
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The battle of Foggia, at the mouth of the

Dardanelles, in which theVenetians defeat the 1649,
Turks, and take and burn a good number of

their fhips.

Continuation of the fiege of Candia, which Is

defended by Mocenigo captain general, Morofini pro-

vedltor, the governor of the place, and the command-
er Balbiano general of the gallies of Malta, who be-

irjg a man of very great experience, was for that reafoii

called to all the councils of war. There was a debate

at this time, about an halFmoon at the baftion of Bet-

lem, which the Turks had taken, and thereby put
the reft of the place in danger. This affair was can-

valTed in the council, when the commander Balbiano

oiTered to recover the works; and» in order to effeflit,

he put himfelf at the head of thirty knights, and an

hundred of the braveft feldiers of his galley, command-
ed by the chevalier de Sales, nephew to the famous Sir

Francis de Sales bifliop of Geneva. The attack is made
in the night : the knights in the dark get upon the

half-moon and kill ail before them. The Turks
wake in a furprife, but ftand their ground and nght at

firft with vigour : but being too few to oppoie the

knights, they are forced at lafi: to fly, to leap over the

parapet, and abandon the half-moon.

The Turkilh general makes them the moft heavy

reproaches for their cowardice ; they are afaamed of

having quitted their poft, and, in order to recover their

honour, return the next morning in greater numbers.

CalTein, to facilitate their fuccefs, fprings a mine,
which blows up leveral knights, and, among others,
the chevalier de Sales. This knight falls back into

the mine, where he is buried to the middle ; but be-

ing dug out he perfeds his lodgement, and gives the

Turks fuch a v/arm reception that they are not fond of

.renewing the attack.

Notwithstanding the treafury was at fo low
an ebb, and that a grievous famine infefted the ille of

Malta, the grand mafter builds fort St. Agatha on the

coall of Meleca, and fupplies it with arms, provifions
and
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and a good body of knights, in order tooppofe any dc-

fcent of the corfairs on that fide.

The governors of Sicily, not fatisfied with having
refuied the order liberty to export corn from

1650. thence to fupply the ifle of Malta, refufe like-

wiie toallow them tohave any bisket made for

their gallies, under pretence that it would be a pre-

judice to the fubjeds of his catholic majeRy. The
j^rand mafter (ends an embafTador to don John of Au-

ftria, who interpofes with his authority, and removes
thcfe obftacles.

Foundation cf a library at Malta, and a flatute

made providing that all the books which (hall be found
in the perfonaieftates ofany of the knights, fiiall not

be fold like their other efFcds, but Ihall be tranfported
to Malta.

The difcontent of tlie king of Spain's minifters in

Sicily againfi: the order is renewed, on occafion of the

continual feizures v/hich the French made of the Sicili-

an and Spanifh fnips ; moft ofthe French veffels being
commanded by knights of ihat nation ; which hinders

the gallies of the order from being fupplied with pro-
vifions from Sicily.

Seteral prizes made by the gallies of the order

near cape Bon. Among others an Englifh

1651. vcflel is taken, with a cargo on board belong-

ing to the infidels. They here make thirty-
two prifbners, amongwhom is Mahomet BenThefs, fon

to the king of Fez and Morrocco, a youth of twenty-
one years of age. Upon their return from this cruifing,
the gallies of the order, and thofe of the pope, join the

Venetian fleet.

The Spanifh miniders and governors in Sicily, in-

cenled more and more at the continual prizes

165 1, made by French vefTels, mod of v/hich

were commanded by knights of (hat coun-

try, order all the eftates of the order in that kingdom
to be fequeftrated, and ilTue out a prohibition againft

il'pplying Malta with any provifions, or fuflering

any
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any Maltefe vefTels, to put into the ports of the iflr

and.

The grand mafter and council, furprifed at thefc ri-

gorous orders, endeavour tt> pacify the king of Spain,
and accordingly ifTue out a general prohibition, by
which all the knights are forbid going on board any
fliips that were to ad againft Chriftian princes : and
the agents of the order at the court of France make
frefii in(lances,that the French fhips may not come and
attack thofe of Spain in the channel of Malta, and off

of the coaft of Sicily. They likewii'e (ent exprefs or-

ders to all the governors in the ports of Malta to keep
off the rovers, and not fuffer them to put into the ports
of the order, as happened afterwards to the chevalier

de la Carte, who, after a fmart engagement off ofGoza,
offering to put into the road of Marza Sirocco, was
fired upon by the batteries planted there, and forced

to tack about ; which coming to the knowledge of
don John of Aulhia, the king of Spain's generaliifimo,
he took off the fequeftration and opened a free commerce
between Malta and Sicily.

The crew of the Maltefe gallies, being very much
weakened by the many voyages they were obliged to

make into Candia, the pope being informed of the

difficulty the order had to fit out a fquadron for want
ofHaves, madeihe grand mafter a prcient of 250.

They build a feventh galley at Malta. 1652.

The order makes a purchafe of the iile of St. Chri-

ftopher in America ; for which they were obliged to

the chevalier de Poincy. He commanded in that
ifland ; but the property of it was veiled in a com-
pany of French merchants, under the prole£iion ofthe
crown of France. He had built a caflle there, which
he fortified like a citadel, and had feveral velTels for
the defence of the ifland againft the attempts of pirates.
His enemies dreading his power, confpired to ruin him,
or at leaft turn him out of his government. Our
knight, having notice of their evil defigns, writes to
the grand mafter on that fubjca, and tells him that his

cffe<5ts
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efFedls were very conuderable, but that If hefliould die

in the ifland, they would be feized on, either by the

company of merchants or by his own enemies; and

therefore he defired they would fend him a knight or

two tofupply his place in cafe of his death, that the order

might not be defrauded of what he left behind him. The
orand mafter referred the care of this affair to brother

Charles Huault de Montmagni receiver of the priory of

France, giving him at the fame time an exprefs com-

mifllon, as procurator general of the order, to go over

totheiflesof Amerrica that held of the crown of France,
and a power of chufing fome other knight to be his

companion in the voyage, and fupply his (lead in calc

he died.

The grand mafter did not ftop here ; but being

fully fatisfied of the good intentions of the chevalier

de Poincy, who aded in all this affair only for the

good of the order, he wrote to the bailiff de Souvre,
his emhaflador at the court of France, and directed him
to uie his endeavours with the king to gain two points

that leemed to liim to be of great importance ; the firft

was to interpoie his royal authority to put a ftop to

the enterprifes of Patrocles de rho'ily, the chiefof the

oppoftte party, and a mortal enemy to the commander
de Poincy ; the other article was to purchafe the rights

of the proprietors of the ifland, and to get if he could

Gaudaloupe, Martinico, and other neighbouring ifles,

comprehended in the purchafe.
This negotiation was carried on by the bailiff de

Souvre with all imaginable dexterity, and the ifland

of St. Chriftophers was fold to the order by a contrail

made at Paris, and ratified at Malta . This conveyance
was made on two conditions ; the firft was, that the

order fliould engage to pay all the debts which the

company of merchants, who were the proprietors,
owed to the inhabitants of the ifland ; the fecond was,
that they fliould pay the fellers the fum of 1 20,000
livres tournois. In this bargain was comprehended
not only the property and lordfliip of St. Chriftophers,
and the little neighbouring ifles, as St. Bartholomew,
St, Martin; St. Croix, and fome others j but likewife

all
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all the dwellings, lands, negroes, merchandize am-
munition and provifions, which was afterwards con-

finned by the letters patent of king Lewis XIV. grant-
ed at Paris in the month of March 165^. After this

purchafe, the grand mafter appointed the chevalier dc

Sales to affift with his council the chevalier de Poincy,
who was very old, and who died foon afterwards.

The knight, far from having any perlbnal eftate to en-

rich the order, left only behind him leveral debts,

which he had contracted tofupport himfelfinhis govern-
ment.

The gallies of the order join the Venetian fleet,

and fail for Candia. Contagious diftempers

dellroy abundance of the ibldiers and crew of 1653.
the Maltefe fijuadron

: the general brings it

back in a weak condition. In the midft of the chan-

nel of Malta, he meets three veffels of Tripoli : they
cannonade one another. The Maltefe general, not

finding himlelf well enough manned to attempt to

board them, fends to Malta for fuccours. The con-

vent murmured exceedingly on this occafion, and faid,

that the general wanted courage more than force, and.

that it was the firfl; time the gallies of the order had

pafTed a whole day in cannonading the enemy's fhips
without laying them aboard ; however, the grand
mafter fent out feveral gallies, each manned with tea

knights, a good number of foldiers and flaves. But;

there had rilen a gale of wind in the night that was fa-

vourable to the infidels, who had made ufe of it to fail

off; 'iQ that the next morning when they were prepar-

ing to attack them, they found them gone off clear,

without their being able to guels which way theyfteer-
ed their courfe. The fcjuadron was obliged to return

back into the harbour of Malta, to the great mortifica-

tion of the grand mafter, who exped:ed to lee his great

nephew that commanded the fquadron return back

crov/ned with glory and vi6lory.

A GREAT difpute happens at the entry of the em-

peror's embafTador ac Madrid, about precedency, be-

tween Abbe Icontri the grand duke of Tufcany's em-
VoL. V. M baflador,
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baiTidor, and the bailiff brother don Juan de Tordedl-

las, tmbaiTador of the order. The grand duke's eiia-

baffidor pretends to precede that of Malta, who op-

poles it with vigour, and prelents a niemorial to his Ca-

tholic majelly, wherein he (hewed, that the miniders

of the order of Malta, had, time out of niiud, preceded
all fuch as were not deputed by kings, and who were

not allowed to enter when the kings of Spain went to

mafs. This difpute is decided in favour of the embaf-

faJor of Malta.

The court of France Is difpleafed at the grand iria-

flei's conducSt in having iffued out orders by

1654. which the king's fhips were denied the ule of

his ports. A French fleet being in the channel

of Malta was attacked by a terrible ftorm, and. offer-

ed to put into a port of the ifiand for ftielter. The grand

mailer, who was afraid of incenling the Spaniards, re-

fules to let the king's fliips
come in, and fires upon

them. The whole court exclaimed againft the a£tion,

and called it high trealbn : and they talk of no Icfs

than leizing all the eftates of the order witliin the king-

dom, and uniting them to the demefnes. The grand
mailer excufes him/elf on account of the engagements
which his predeceffors, with the confent of our kings,

had entered into with Charles V. and fends the

deed of conveyance of the iile of Malta to court ; at

Jafl this affair is made up by the dexterity of the bailiff

de Souvre, and the credit of M de Lomenie fecretary
of ftate, one of whofe ions had been admitted into the

order a little before, though he was a minor, and the

grand mafler afterwards by way of acknowledgement

gave him the commandry of Rochelle.

The Venetians prevent the Turks from coming out

of the Dardanelles. This occalions an eugage-

1655". ment, in which the infidels lofe 14 veffels,

fcven of which were burnt, two flranded, and

five taken.

Five gallics of the order, coming into the port of

Genoa, and fainting only the town and the king of

Spain's admiral, the Genoefe order them to be attack-*

ed,
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cd, the Genocie admiral pretending a right to be fa-

lutcd as well as the reft. The knights refufed it ;

whereupon the magiftrates (ignify to the commodore,
that they will fiie upon his gailies, and llak them if

he does not comply. The general of the gallies,

to fave his fcjuadron, is forced to give them fatisfac-

tion.

As he goes out of the harbour, he meets a Genoefe

veflcl, and fends to ipeak with her. Finding it was

no more than a merchant Hiip, he only tears to pieces

the flag, which had the arms of the republic on it. tiJi

fuch time as he might meet with and revenn;ethe inlult

that had been offered him, upon ib;ne gallics
or men

of war.

A DECREE of the fiipreme council, declaring, that

no Geiioefe fhail be admitted into the o: der, tUi fuch

time as fatisfadlion fiiall have been given for the vio-

lence which had been committed upon the f^uadron of

the order.

The Maltefe fquadron goes to join the Venetian

fleet, which they meet at the mouth of theDardanelles,

conlifting of 24 gallies, ^&\tn galeafTes, and 28 large

ihips, under the command of Laurence Marcello. The

grand feignlor's armada, commanded by Slnan Baffa,

advances to ocen the palFaae. A battle enfhes between

the two fleets ; the Turks are defeated by the Chrilti-

ans, who gain a complete vi(f^ory,and reduce the ille of

Tenedos. But this advantage was bought dear by the

death of the Venetian general; who was killed in the

engagement by a cannon (hot.

The duke of OfTuna, viceroy of Sicily, dying
about this time, the king of Spain appoints brother

Martin deRedin,of the language of Arragoii,to fucceed

him ; he goes from Malta to Sicily to take poffeiTion of

his new dignity.
; They baptiie at Malta the young Turk, fuppofed to

be Ibrahim's fon beforemeiitioned, andMehemet Bin-

thefi, who palTes for the fon of the king of Fez andMo-
rocco.

M 2 The
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The war .of Candia may well enough be fliled tlie

war of Malta, the order never failing to put

1657. every year a fcjuadron to lea for the defence of
that iiland. This year the gallies of the or-

der joined the Venetian fie.et, commanded by Lazaro

Mocenigo a noble Venetian, in the channel of Jeio.
The chief defign of the Turks was to recover tlie ifle

of Tencdos. With this view, Mehemet the grand
vifier kept a great body of troops near the Dardanelles

ready to embark, in order to make a defcent upon it.

The Clirirtlan iieet coming near the place, and landing,
fome troops to take in fre(h water, the Turks attack-

ed them, and fell with fuch fury on a German battali-

on, that not being able to fuilain the charge, they
fled, and, falling foul on the other battalions, threw all

into diforder and confufion. The Turks puriued
them to the fea-lide, and cut a good number of them
to pieces, among which was the chevalier de Teflan*

cour.

The Turkifli fleet appears, condlling of 50 gallies,
nine galeafles, and 18 ihips, belides faicks and other

ihiall veilels. The commander of it had orders to lail

out of the D.irdanelles, and do all that lay in his pow-
er to recover the ifle of Tenedos. The pope's gallies

join theChriflian fleet under the command of the prior
de Bichi, to whom the Venetian general gives the pre-
cedence, on account of his reprelenting the pope.
Another fea-engagement at the Dardanelles be-

tween the two fleets. The Turks are defeated. The
Venetian general afcribes the vidory to the naval flciil

and valour of the Malteic fquadron, and lends a bri-

gantine on purpole to congratulate him on this occaG-

on. But the general, defirous ci" burning fome Turkifli

gallies, which had retired under the cannon of the for-

treflles, and advancing too flir, a ball from one of the

cadles fet fire to the St. Barbe, which was boarded by
the Venetian admiral, and blew it up. The general
loft his life ; and of 700 men that were on board, there

were but 250 faved by the Chriftian iaicks that haften-i

ed to their fuccour. The confederate fleet feparates,

thji
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the Malte/e ami the pope's gallics return towards the

weft, and the Venetians not being now ftrong enough
to fight the Turkirti fleet, the infidels beliege and re-

take Tenedos.

DEA.Tii oFthe grand niafter Lafcaris, in the 97th

year ol' his age. 'I he bailllFLaicaris his

great nephew creeled a fine monument for 1657.
him in the chapel oF the language oF Pro- Aug. 14.

vence, in the church oFthe priory oF St.

John, on which the Following epitaph is engraved.

D. O. M.
" Hie jacet Frater Joannes Paulus de Lafcaris Caftelard
^^ M. magifter Zi S\t\\\'X. princeps, qui naicendo ab im-
^'

peratoribus &:comitibus Vintiniihsj accepit nobilita-
"

tern, vivendo in conliliis & Lgationibus Fecit amplify
'*

fimam, & moriendo mter omnium lacrymas reddidit
*' immortalem. Regnavit annos XXI. inter principes
*'

Fortunatus, erga I'ubditos pater patrigp, erga religio-
*' nem bene-merentiflimus. (eptima trirerni quani annuls
*^ redditibus (labilivit, nova commenda quam inltituit,
*^

aliis atque aliis cedificiis quge conilruxit, tot terra
**

marique vidoriis omnibus Celebris, (bli Deo fempcr
**

affixus, obiit die decimaquartaAugufti, anno Domini
**

1657, setatis luae 97."

After paying the.lafl: duties to the grand mafter,
the convent was to proceed to the choice oF a FucceF-

Ibr. There were two potent and Formidable Factions

at Malta. Martin de Redin, prior oF Navarre and

viceroy oFSicily, was at the head oF the firft; and in

his ablence the commander don Antonio Correa Souia

his intimate Friend had the management oF his party.
But there was another party Formed called the flying

Fquadron, confiding oF old commanders and great croi-

iti, who had been piincipaliy concerned in the govern--
ment under the preceeding reign ; the inqulfitor of

Malta, Redin's enemy, was at the head oF this cabal.

He, in order to ruin the oppoFite party, preientcd a

brieFFrom the pope dated the 9th oF December J 656,
M 3 in
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in which his hollnefs ordered him, in cafe ofthe death'

of the grand mafter Lafcaiis, to declare all fuch

knights deprived of either active or paflive voice, as

ihould be convicted of having caballed or employed

money, promifes or threats for the election or exciufion

of any perlon whatlbever ; every fuch perfbn the pope
interdicted from a right of voting, as being a wickjed

and fimoniaciil per Ton.

The inquilitor propofed by this declaration to make
Redin's eiei^ion miicarry ; but it had a quite contrary
effect. The knights of his party imagined thcmieWes

aftei- this obliged in honour to perfift in their (irft dif-

polition. Notvviihftanding all the declarations of the

inquifitor, who iignificd by his iecretary, that Martin

de Redin prior of Navarre was excluded from the elec-

tion, as being an ambitious perfon, who had employ-
ed unworthy expedients to advance himlelf to the
^

grand mafterfliip, this ' nobleman had a

Martin majority of votes, and accordingly was
PE Keuin. proclaimed grand mafter. Odi, in a rage

entered protefts againil it. Redin, to

^lude the effects of it, fent the pope an authentic ac-

count oFhis cle(^ion, declaring to him at the fame time,
that if his holinels had any exceptions to his perfon, he

was ready to renounce it. The pope, who did not

care to be ilibfervient to the paffion of his officer, and

was vexed that he had employed his authority in oppof-

ing a knight that was a minifter of the king of Spain,
and the option of the greateft part of the knights who
cfteemed him, readily approved the grand mafter's

cleiStion. He drew up a brief for that purpofe, and

fent it to the inquifitor v/ith orders to carry it himfelf,
•and declare to the council, that his holinels acknow-

ledged Redin for the lawful prince of Malta. Thus
the very perfon who had oppofcd his eledion with the

greateft fury and paflion, had the mortification to be as

it were the herald to proclaim it. The prior de Bichi,

nephew to the pope, and general of his gallies, came to

Malta, where he waited upon the grand mafter, who
conferred upon him the rich commandry of Polizzi in

Sicily.
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SicUv. And this nobleman, who was the favouriie

nephew of his holinefs, having joined his gallics to

thofe of the order, the grand mafter, before he went

out of the harbour, made him a prelent of a crofs fct

with diamonds, valued at T200 crowns.

The grand mafter's firft care was to provide for the

icc'.yity
of the illand, and to prevent the infidels from

making defcents, efpecially in the night-time. For

this end, he built towers all along the coafl at proper
diftances for the pea.'ants ofeach quarter of the country
who mounted the guard to retire to, and made a fund

out of his o\vn piirie for the llibjGdence of fuch as fhould

be employed in this fervice, and keep watch in the

night-time.
The pope recalls the inquifitor Odi, and Cafanatta

is put in his (lead. The grand mafter orders, that

whenever a knight who hath only the little crofs, is

invefied with the charafler of an embaifador, if there

fliould happen to be any knights who are great crofTes

5n the fame court, they fhall be obliged, for the honour

of the order, to attend and wait upon him in all his

fun6tions.

The riched commandries become fuccefTively the

prey of the pope's nephews. Alexander VII. gives the

commandry of Bologna to SigiunundChigi, and divides

that of Frano into three commandries, giving the beft of

them to Charles Chlgi.
The commander de Mandolx is appointed a (econd

time general of the gallies : he puts to fea with

his fquadron to join that of the pope : he meets 1 65^,
near Augufta with two brigantines of Barbary,
which he takes, and the infidels that were on board

them ferve to recruit his crew of galley-flaves which
w^as very much weakened. The two iquadrons join,
and receive, in an iiland of the Archipelago, a letter

from the Venetian general, with advice that the grand

(eignior's fleet was retired into the harbour of Rhodes,
hut was immediately to fet fail from thence to go to

Conftantinople, and that if they would come up and

join the main fleet, they would have an opportunity of

fiahting
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fighting the infidels, and fharing with hun in the glory-
oftheir defeat. The two fquadrons lailing on, chace

three Turkifli galliots in their way. One of the three

efcapes by rowing vigoroufly ; ^he two others run a-

ground, and one of them is taken. The pope's general,
leizes upon it, and will needs carry it to Civita-Vecchia,
to (hew his mailer that he had been in fioht of the ene-

my. He declares to the general of the order, that he
isrefolved to return weilward. This relbljtion of retir-

ing furpriied Mandul:-: exceedingly, who could not

comprehend the reason of it, and who theieupon
broke out into the mod: heavy complaints upon that ac-

count, and indeed in very harlh terms. But nothing
could prevail upon the prior of Bichi, who was ob-

(linately reiblved to go : the Malteie general does not

think pioper to leparate from him, for fear of expofing
~ the pope's iquadron to be attacked by the infidels , fo

both fvjuadrons fleer back to the weft, and retire into

their relpedive ports.
The year following was famous for the peace be-

tween the two crowns of France and Spain, to

1660. the inexpredibie latisfadion of the grand ma-
fter and the whole order, v;ho now law

themfelves enabled to obferve that neutrality between
Chriftian princes, which the order had always profefled
ever fince its foundation.

The grand mafler, after having fuffcred the mod
racking pains from a ftonc of four ounces weight, died

on the 6th February. His epitaph mentions his lervices,

and contains an account of the feveral dignities he had

filled up.

D. O. M-
*' w^terncE memorise facrumM. magiftri D. deRedIn

'*
magni Xaverii ob genus propinqui, cujus ante aeta-

*' tern praematura virtus Siculse, deinde Neapolitanae
*'

claffium praefeduram meruit. Adultus ad iummum
'^ Pontificcm & Hilpaniarum regem legatus profeftus,
*^ exercitus regies apud Catalaunos & Calicos, cseterof-

*'
queHiipanias populoS;fuG:imo cum impcrio, rexit, in-

" de
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" de vi(5loriis, mentis
at«.jue annis audtns, ex prioreNa-

*' varrge atque Siciliae prorege princepsMelitie elcdus,
'* inCulam propugnaculis ac turritis /peculis, urbes ag-
'^

geribus, borreis aiinona ac vario belli commcatu iii-

*'
iHiLitis munivit. Ducis BuUoni cxempluni fecutus,

*^
expcditionis Hierolblymitanse principibus EuropiE Ic

'' ultio vcldu'.etn vel comitem obtulit. Obiit die lexta.
*' Februani 1660, astatis 70, imperii tertio.

After tbe grand mafta-'s funeral, the convent mef,
as u'bal, to proceed to tbe cboice of bis fucccdor. The
one and twenty ele(5tors, having duly weighed the me-
rit and capacity of the candidates, agreed

unanimoufiy in the eledion of brother Annet
Annet dc Clermont de Cbattes GclFon, deCler-
baiii<t of Lyons ; and the elefling knight mont.

proclaimed him grand mailer of the order

of St. John of Jerufalem. Two days after, the coun-

cil acknowledged him as fovereign prince of the iiies

of Malta and Goza.
This title of fovereign, v/hich refledls an honour

upon the families of the knights who are advanced to

the grand mafterfhip, was nothing extraordinary in the

illuftrious boufe of Clermont. Their anceftors, before

the treaty made A. D. 1340, between Humbert Dau-

phin and Ainard de Clermont, enjoyed all the rights
of fovereignty in the dominions they pofTeircd between

Dauphiny and Savoy. We find in hiftory, that the vif-

counts of Clermont levied troops, made war, allian-

ces and treaties, aud laid what taxes they pleafed on
their fubjeds before the treaty of 1340. Thefe vif-

Gounts always kept ftrong ganifons in the towns and

caftles of Cha\acert and Sauilin j places which, at that

time, were looked upon as impregnable, and lay both
of them upon the river Gue, which divides Savoy
from the territories that belonged to the lords of Cler-*

mont.

Annet de Clermont rofe to the grand mafterfiiip

purely by his virtues. His courage, his piety, a dif-

tinguilhing zeal for religion; his good nature and hu»

jnanity
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manity in all his adlions, and a mod engaging and o-

bliging manner of receiving people, made all the

knights wifh for tlie long continuance of his reign :

but providence difpoled otherways of him. This great

mzn, who feemed to be boin to make his order hap-

py, fell fick three months after his eledion. Some

wounds, which he had received at the (lege and tak-

ing of Mahometa in Barbary, bleeding afrefh, put an

end to his life in the 73d year of his age : he died in

the arms of his knights, to their great affli<ftion. Hij

epitaph contains his charader, and the principal ani-

ons of his life,

D. O. H.

*' Hic jacet emin. Frater Aniietus do Chattcs-

GeiTan, qui a comitibus Clarimontis ortum accepit,
a pontiiicibus (acras claves & tiaram utramque per

*'
majores in Calillo 2. fedis apoftolicae acerrimos de-

*^
fenibres. Hoc uno verc majorum omnium maximus

*'
quod tiargg fupremam coronam adjunxit, creatus ne-

" mine dilcrepante ex bajulivo Lugduni mag. magilter
** & Melitge princeps. Eum apicem merita jampridem
**

exegerant, vota nunquam prsefumpferant ; fed vir-
** tutes tulerunt fuffragium, pietas in divinis, pruden-
*'

tia in humanis, fuavitas in congreiTu, majeftas in in-
*'

ccfTj, marelcalli integritas^ ttrvst inarifque imperi-
** urn ; de fuo nihil ipfe contulit, nifi quod amicis o-
** bedivit. Regnavit ad perennem memoriam vix
**

quatuor menfibus : brevis vitae nulla pars periit :

**
primam reJigioni, fecundam populo, tertiam fibi,

** omnem Deo confecravit. Obiit inter lacrymas ct
" vota omnium, die iecunda Junii 1660, oetatis fu2S ftp-
"

tuagefimo terlio."

Two days after they had paid the laH: oiHce to the

grand mafter dc Chattes-GefTan, the chevalier d'Arfevil-

liere, of the language of Auvergne, grand marfiial of

the order, and whom the late grand mafter, a few

days before his death, had nominated to the poft of

lieutenant-general to the mafterfhip, called a general

aiTembly
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aflembly for the eledlon of a new grand maftcr. Af-

tei* the preliminary ceremonies ufed on fiich occafions^

the languages retired into their refpedive chapels, to

chufe the three perfons who were to vote in the eledi-

on of a grand mafter, and to pitch upon a fourth voice

which was to reprefent the knights of the language of

England.
1. There were in the language of Caftlle and Por-

tugal, thirty-two perlbns that had voices, who eleded

the chevalier de Ximenes, the great chancellor, Ho-

2es, bailiff of Lora, Barriga, the vice-chancellor; and

for the language of England, they named the com-
mander Xelder.

2. The language of Arragon, in which Catalonia

and Navarre are comprehended, had thirty-five perlbns
that had votes, who eledted Bueno, prior of the church,

Galdian, prior of Armenia, Raphjei Cotoner, admini-

ftrator of the bailiwick of Majorca ; and for England
ihey chofe Nicholas Cotoner, brother to Raphael.

^. Germany had not above twelve perfons that

had votes in the convent, and their choice fell upon
the grand bailiff of Breflaw, OllerhaafTen, grand prior
of Denmark, and the commander Ofotiicki ; and for

England, they pitched upon the commander de la

Tour.

4. There were feventy-eight perfons that had
votes in the language of Italy, who named Sfondrati,
bailiff of St.Euphemia, Bondinelli, prior of Aquila,
with the prior of Rochelle ; and for England, Tan-
cred bailiff of Venufia.

5. France had fifty-fix perfons that had votes, who
-cledted Valen9ai, grand prior of Champagne, Anthony
de Conflans, lieutenant to the grand hofpitalier, and
the commander Gilbert d'Eibene ; and for England
they named Joachim de CallemaiTon.

6. There were eighty-nine knights that had votes

in the language of Provence, who choie Monmejan a

great commander, Polaftron la Hilliere, prior of Tou-

loufe, faint Marc, bailiff of Manoicjue -,
and for Eng-

land the bailiff de Mandolx.

7. Au-
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7. AuvERGNE (laid in the nave of the cliurcli^

near the perfon of the marfhal d'Arferilliere, on ac-

count ofhis poll of lieutenant of the mafterfhip. There

were thirty-five votes in this language, who named the

marfhal de TArfevillierej Gerlande, bailiff of Lyons,
with the commander de i'Arfevil'iere, brother to the

lieutenant ; and for England, the commander de la

Roche.
Intrigue and cabal prevailed very much in this

eleftion ; and the commander de Valenfay, who fe-

cretly afpired to this d'gnity, even during the lifetime

of the lafl grand mafter, thought himfelffure of nine

votes. But when the eledlion came on, there were fe-

veral other old com.nmders who put upas candidates,

particularly the marfhal de Arfevilliere, Raphael Co-

toner, Monmejan, St. Mark, and Hozez above menti-

oned, who, though they had their feveral parties, yet
all agreed to exclude Valen^ay, whofe party feemed the

moft numerous and formidable.

VALEN9AY, to weaken this cabal, pretended to

give up his hopes and pretendons, and accordingly
told the principal leaders of the oppofite party ieveral-

ly, that he and his nine friends would readily join in

their eledion ; which put them upon their guard againfl

one another : but Bueno, prior of the church, found

out the artifice, and affjred them that Valen9ay de-

signed only to difunite them with his infidious pro-

miles ; and that therefore, in order to fhew him they
were not to be impofed on, and to exclude him en-

tirely, they Ihould all of them by concert compromife
their votes, and leave it entirely to Ibme one of their

party to difpofe of them, taking an oath to concur

bona fide in the eledion of fuch peribn among their

number as he fhould judge moft deferving of the poft

of grand mafter. Twelve old commanders or great

crofles came Into the propofal, and agreed in naming
the great commander Monmejan, a knight highly e-

fteemed for his probity, to be the peribn to whom they
would refer the difpofal of their votes. He was far

from imitating the grand mafter de Gozon on the like

occafton
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occafion and naming liimfelf, but declared in the af-

fcmbly, that he thought they could not make a better

choice than of the peribn of Raphael de Cotoner, bai-

lift^ of Majorca.
These twelve eledors, concurring with the nine

of Valen^ay's party, choie three others out of thofe

that had been named for the language of England, who
were the bailiff de Mondolx, Taiicred bailiff of Ve-

iiuGa, and Nicholas Cotoner bailiff of Negrepont.
Thefe twenty-four eledlors chole brother John Dioda-

ti, prior of Venice, to be prefldent of the election, the

comtnander brother Denis Ceba^ of the language of I-

talv, to be electing knight, the commander brother

Francis Deidie for chaplain of the ele(5lion, and the

commander brother Michael Porruel, of the language
of Arragon, for lerving brother of the eledion This
eledion put an end to that of the twenty-four, and thefe

lafl: having all the power lodged in themfelves, chofc

thirteen new electors, which, with them three, made

up the number of fixteen, who were to have the final

nomination of the grand mafler.

I. Barriga, of the language ofCaftile and Portu-

gal, vice-chancellor of the order, was the firfl peribn
elected.

2 The commander brother Anthony de Glandeve

Caftelet, of the language of Provence, chole for the

language of England.

3. The commander brother Adrian de Contremo-

lins, of the language of France,

4. The commander brother Lewis de Fay Gerlande,
of the language of Auvergne.

5. The commander brother Adolfe Frederick de

Reede, of tlie language of Germany.
6. The commander brother Henry de Villeneuvc

Torenque, of the language of Provence.

7. The commander brother John de Forfat, of the

language of Auvergne.
8. The commander brother Henry de la Salle, of

the language of France.

Vol. V. N . o. The
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9. The commander brother Francis RicafoH; of the

language ofltaly.
10. The commander brother Ifidore d'Argal, ofthe

language of Arragon.
11. The commander brother don Antonio Correa

de Soura, of the language of Callile and Portugal, for

England.
12. THEcommandcr brother Francis Wratifiau, of

ihe language of Germany.
1 9 . Th f. commander don Lewis Kelder, of the lan-

guage of Caftile and Portugal.
The fifteen ele<5lors, after taking the ufual oaths,

and fliutting themfelves up in the concla-ve, dired^ed

the eledlng knight to go up into the gallery which

looks into the church, and ^^roclaiin that

Raphael they had chofe brother don Rapha-
CoTONER. EL CoTONER, bailiff of Majorca,

[1660. to be their grand mafter. Immediately

June ro. Te Deum was fung by way of thanks-

giving; and all the knights came after-

wards to kifs his hand, and take the oath of obedi-

ence, and the next day tbe council gave him the

title of fovereign prince of the illes of Malta and

Goza.
We obferved, under the year 1645, that the Turks,

after having threatened the iile of Malta with a Hidden

jnvafion, fell with all their force upon that of Candia,

which belonged to the (late of Venice. St. Theodo-
ra was the firtt place they attacked. They carried it

without any great refinance, and put all the garjifon
to the fword. They next inverted Canea, both by fea

and land, and took it after a bloody liege, which laft-

cd forty days. The got^ernor furrendered upon ho-

nourable terms j and the infidels were very pundlual in

keeping the articles of the capitulation.
The y£ar following, the Venetian, the Maltefe, and

the pope's gallies. landed a confiderable body of troops,
under the command of the duke de la Valette. This

general, intended to retake Canea, and inverted it j

but tlie Turks came with a confideiable body of troops
and
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and forced him to raife the fiege. 7"hey afterwards

took Rhetimo, Mufcava, Melo-potiniio and Calamo.
Their principal dcfign was to befiege the capital of the

ifland
; but -as they were fenfibl'e the place was forti-

fied both by art and nature, and that there was a garri-
(xiw in it numerous enough for an army,they only built

a fort to hinder their incurdnns, and to block up the

place. This fort they called New Candia, and fur-

iiifhed it with agarriibn of 6000 men.

The two parties carried on the war for feveral

years with various fuccels. The Venetians, Imding
themielves* prelTcd by the formidable power of the

Turks, applied to mod of the European princes for

fuccour ; pope Alexander Vil. and Raphael Cotoner,

grand mailer of Malta, lent them iheir gallics, Lewis
XIV. king of Fruucc, fent them alio 3600 nrrn, under

the command of a prince of the houle of Ed. But ihis

prince being ready to embark, the commander de GrC"

monville, ofan illuftrious family in Normandy, whom
the king named for the prince of Ed's lieutenant, and
tlie chevalier Paul, a fervmg brother, and one of the

abled fea-oficers in Europe, were appointed to carry
over the troops.
The duke of Savoy fent two regiments cf foot of.

500 men each. The Genoele offered a confiderable

fuccour of men and money, provided the Venetians

would treat them as their equals. But as thofe two

republics had, time out of mind, fought againd one

another to determine that nice difpute, the Venetians

were fo jealous of their fuperiority, that they refuted

to accept the Genoefe reinforcement upon that condi-

tion.

The defign of the Chriftian generals was to reco-

ver the town of Canea; but not having troops enough
to bcdege it in form, and to hinder the infidels from

throwing fuccours into it, they refolved to take feme
forts that were in the hands of the Turks, and to lay

^
in the neighbourhood of Suda. Their ^\'^ attempt
was upon the pod of San^ta Veneranda, which the in-

fantry took by dorm. The Turks, at the noiie of this

N 2 attack^
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attack, advanced that way, and came to an engage-
ment with the battalion of Malta, which repulfed, and

'put them to flight. They next took Calogero, which
ihs Turks abandoned ; and Calami, which took them

up no more time than was necefTary to
adjnfl:

the capi-
tulation. Apricorno made a better defence : it was a

place of difficult accefs, by reaibn of a narrow way
which they muft necelTu-ily pafs through, and which
the Turks had, in a manner, (topped up, with a prodi-

gious number of trees they had felled for that purpofe.
Some fquadrons of their troops {allied out of the place
toTeconnoiire the forces of the Chriilians.

. Garenne,
-a French officer, at the head of iwo iquadrons, charg-
ed them briskly, and put them to flight. But fome
Turks obferving, that he, in his eagernefs to purfue

them, had advanced aconfiderablc way before his main

body, they turned fhortupon him,andftruckoif his head
at once with a fabre. 1 he campaign ended with dif-

ferent fuccefs on both (ides. The ChriilJan^, who beat

and were beaten on leveral occaflons, reiired to Cica-

laria, a place covered on one fide with inacceffibie

mountains, and on the other by a wood ; and the

Turks encamp at Maleta.

The 24th of January, of the following year, the

general of the gallies of the order met a vcfTei

166 1, of Tunis off of cape PafTaro in Sicily, which
he took. He made, on this occafion, 130

flaves, among whom was the cadi dey of Tunis's fon,
'

and a choaoux of the grand ieignior's, who had been

carrying his orders to Algiers, Tunis and Tripoli, and

other places on the coaft of Barbary. Gravie, a ferv-

jug brother, as he was cruifing near Tripoli, took fooii

afterwards another fliip
of the infidels, with 150 Jani-

zaries on board, defigned to reinforce the garrilbn of

Gigibarta, a fortrefs of Barbary.
Towards the middleof April, brother Paul, a ferv-

ing brother, entered the port of Malta, with three of

the king of France's gallies, and the gvand mailer fent

him a compliment by his fcnefchal. As foon as he

landed, he went up to the palace to pay his duty to

him^
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liim, as to his fuperior ; and the grand mailer receiv-

ed him with great demonftrationsoFkindae!s\, omitting

no tcdimony of tlwt regard which he thought due to

the merit and valour oFa jerfon, who had railed him-

ielf from a private lea-officer, to the poll of iitutenaut

to the lord high admiral of France.

Though the grand mafter was at a very great ex-
'

pence in fending conliderable fuccours to Candia, ne-

verthelefi, by his good management, there was no want

of funds for other purpoles ; of which he did not fail

to make a worthy ufe, fuitable to his natural generofi-

ty, and the magnificence of a great prince. He employ-
ed part of them this year in enlarging the infirmary ;

and, at the fame time, beautified the church of the pri-

ory of St. John with excellent paintings and pictures of

devotion, which ftill remain in that church as a perpetu-
al monument of his piety. In the mean time, the gal-
lics of the order, putting to fea, joined the pope's ft]ua-

dron^ which was commanded by the prior de Bichy,
near Augufta ; (ailing afterwards into the Archipelago,

they met the Venetian fleet near the ille of Andros, and

went together in queft of that of the Turks. They
fcoured all the ieas thereabouts ; but having no man-

ner of news of it, the allies ieparated in order to re-

turn home. The Maltese gallics, keeping on their

courle, met, ofFthe coaft of Calabria, twoBarbary gal-
liots of fourteen benches each, which the knights took

after a flight refiltance. This is reckoned to be the

year when the ienate of Venice, in confideration of

the continual lervices which the republic received from

the order, made a decree, by which the knights- of

Malta were allowed to wear their arms at Venice, and

f.ll other places within their terriicries : a privilege
that was not indulged the natural Iiibjedls of the llate.

In the beginning of the year 166:^, the doge uled

great inftances with the grand mailer to lend

out the gailies of the order. Cotoner thought 1663.
at firft that he, out of rei'pedl to the holy fee,

ought to wait for the pope's Iquadron ; but having ad-

vice that his bolinefs kept them at Civita-Vecchia^
N 3 through
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through the apprehenfions he was under of his moft

Chriftian majefty's juft refentment- for the infuh which
had been offered the embaiTador of France and his la-

dy by the pope's guard of Cord, the gallies of the or-

der put to lea on the 15th of May, under the command
of the commander de Breflaw, and failed for the Le-

vant. After fome prizes of fmall con(equence, which
the general of the gallies fent to Malta, he joined the

Venetian fleet upon the 2 2d of the fame month, near

the ifle of Andro. George Morofini, a noble Venetian,
was the admiral of it, who told him that the Turks
had fitted out no fleet this year, and that therefore he

Ihould employ the forces of the allies in cruiling at fea,

and fcouring the coalb ofthe infidels.

The grand mader Cotoner dies of a maDgnant and

contagious fever, \vhich ran over the whole ifland, and
•was particularly rife in the city of la Valette. He was
a prince truly worthy of his dignity, prudent in his

«onduft, pious in his fentiments, magnificent in his

way of living, and without any view but the defence

of the Ch)-i{lians, the fervice and happinefs of his

Icnights, and the honour of his order. The knights
of his language erected a fine monument for him in the

chapel of Anagon, and put over him the following e*

pitaph.

Arragonum quicunque tcris Melirenle facellum,

Sacraque figni vides, fiflc viator iter.

Hie ille ell primus Cotonera e ftirpe magifter,
Hie illeefl Raphael, conditus ante diem.

Talis erat cen^ix Melitenfi digna corona :

Tale fuit bello confiliilque caput.

Cura, fides, pietas, genius, prudemia, robur.
Tot dederant vitas pignora cara fuse,

Ut dum coeleftes citius raneretur ad arces,

Ordinis h'£c fuerit mors properata dolor.

Qui ne mutatas regni fentiret habenas,
Germano rerum frasna regenda dedit.

Castera ne qusras, primus de (lirpe fecunduni

Promeruit : iatis hoC; pcrge viator iter.



Hijlory of the Knlghtsof^lhhik. 151

On the 23d of Odober, Bandinelli, prior of Aquila^
whom the grand marter, a few days before his death,
had named lieutenant of the mafterfhip, called a gene-
ral aflemblv of the convent for the election of a new

grand mafter : there were in it at this time 293 perfons
who had votes. After the preliminaiy ceremonies, a cir-

cumftance happened in this which never happened be-

fore in any former cleftion, which was, that the grand
mafter's brother was cholen his {iicccflTor. For though
there were not wanting in the order, and even at Mal-

ta, feveral perfons that might juftly pretend to this dig*

nit)'',
and who were admirably well qualified for it,

yet the merit of the two brothers was fb generally

known, that as foon as ever the eldeft expired, there

was an unanimous concurrence of all the voices, of

people as well as knights, even before

the election came on, in favour ofbro- Nicholas
ther Nicholas Cotoner, bailiff of Cotoner.
Majorca ; fo that all the eledlors, the

twenty-one as well as the (ixteen, went into the con-

clave for form's lake onlj', to keep to the letter of the

ftatutes, and immediately afterwards brother don Em-
manuel Arrias, vice-chancellor ofthe order, who was
choie the

ele(5ting knight, proclaimed him grand ma-
tter : and the next day lie was declared in full council

(bvereign of the illes ofMalta andGoza.
The corfairs of Barbary, having carried their

Piracies as far as the coaft of l-*rovence, Lewis
the XIV. to reprefs their iniblence, was ad- 1664.
vifed to (ettlea colony on the coafl: of Barbary.
and to build afortrels, with a port well fortified, for the

fecurity of his (hips, and lituated foas to be able to give
advice from time to time when any fquadrons of the

infidels fhould put to fea. The village of Gigeri was

propoied to him for this purpole, wlfich lies near the

lea between the towns of Algiers and Bugia, fifteen

miles from both of them. Near this village there was
an old caftle built on the top of a mountain and almoft

inacceflible. The king appointed the duke of Beau-

fort great admiral of France, to put this proje(^ in ex-

ecution,
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eeution, and defired the grand mafter to fend the gal-

lies of the order to his adiilance. He did ib; and ac-

cordinr^ly the Maltefe fquadron joined the king's fleet

in Port-Mahon. The Chriftians landed their troops
without oppofition, and immediately let to work in lay-

iaig the foundations of the fort which they had orders

to build. The Moors, alarmed at an enterprife which
tended to reduce them under fubje^ion, ran to arms,
and with their artillery demolifhed the works that had

been begun. The duke of Beaufort detached part of

his cavalry to repulie the enemy ; but as this body had

no infantiy to fuftain them, and the Moors had notice

by their Ipies that the French were but few in number,

they broke into the village fabre in hand, and forced the

French to retire to the fea-fide. The duke of Beaufort

finding he was not able to (land his ground in that

country, refolved to embark, but could not do it ie-

cretl) enough to hinder the Moors from getting notice

of it: (o that the rear, confiding of 400 men, were

mod of them either killed or taken prifoi^iers. To
make the misfortune (iiil greater, one of the king's

(hips, called the Moon, which was old, and had ten

troops of horle on board, was caft away feven leagues
from Toulon : fo that this expedition did not prove
more fuccefsful than that of the emperor Charles V. at

the iicge of Algiers.
Tke continuation of the affair of the commander de

Poincy in relation to the ifle of St. Chrifto-

1^65. phers, which the order ielis to a company of

French merchants, who make a lettlement

tlicre under the king's prote^ion.
This year the fquadron of the order fcoured all the

feas of the Archipelago, but took no prizes except a

few felucca's laden with corn and merchandize belong-

ing to fome Turkifh traders. Two velTels command-
ed by the chevaliers de Crainville and de Temericotirs

were more fucceftful. De Crainville was on board a

fhip of 40 guns, called the Garden of Holland, which
he had taken the year before from an Algerine corlair,

though he had only a frigate of 22 guns, on board of

which now wajTemericours, a young knight of great

courage,
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eouragc, who had already fignalized himfclf on feveral

occalions. Thefe two knights, who were intimate

friends, roved in concert over allthe leas of the Levant ;

and in the chaimel of the ifle of Samos they met a ca-

ravan going from Alexandria toConft:antinople,compof-
ed often fliips and twelve iiiicks. The numher and

ftrength of the enemy lerved only to inflame the cou-

rage of the two knights ; they ru(hed into the middle

of this little fleet, funk feme veflcls, took four of the

richeft, with two fmali ones, and put the reft ta

flight.

The fame year was famous for an adlion which will

immortalize thememory of the chevaferd'Hoquincourt,
This gallant commander was in the port of the iflc

Dauphine, when he was fud(,ienly invefted by 3 3 of the

grand feignior's gallies that were carrying tioops td

the ifle of Candia. The admiral that commanded the

fleet landed all his bed arquebuflers, who made a con-

tinual fire upon the Maltele vcfl^el, at the fame time

that the Turkifli gallies cannonaded it with all their

artillery. The infidels, after mauling the tackling of

the vellel, advanced to board it ; fbme attack it at the

poop, as others do at the prow. The knight makes

head on all fides, as if he had been invulnerable, though
his veflx;l was hurt in feveral places, and he had loll

abundance of Ibldiers, he yet cleared it of all theTurks

thatoflered to board him,and threw them headlong into

the lea. T he Turkifli general, in a rage at this ob-

ftinate refift:ance, and afhamed of the little fuccefs of
his gallies in clo^e fight, ordered them to open their

ranks, and leave himapaflTage to come up with the vef-

fel himielf. At the lame time his crew plied their

oars, and vigoroafly puflied forward the admiral galleyj
but the eflbrt he made threw the Maltele veflTel dear
out of the port, and, a favourable gale ipringing up,

d'Ho-^juincourt got to the fiift Chrifliian port. after fink-

ing ieveral galliesof the Turks, and killing them above

600 ibldiers.

, An adionof fuch diflinauiflied valour and refolutioii

deferveda better fate than this gallant knight met witli

a little
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a little after. For he, this very campaign, beinf? on-

board the fame vefTel, a fudden guft of wind dalhed

him againll: a rock near the ille of Scarpanra. The
veir^l was fli altered to pieces, and the knight was
drowned ; and the chevalier de Grilles, his particular

friend, and 170 foldiers or mariners^ periflted in this^

fliipwreck.
The duke of Beaufort great admiral of France, as

he is in chace of fome corfairs of Barbary, arrives in

the harbour of Maha ; he is faluted by all the cannoa
of the ports, but would not fee the grand mafter, who
refufed to give him the title of highneii. A little after

IM. de la Haye the French embafFador to the porte,

paifed likewife, and put in at Malta.

Death of Pb"lip of xA.ulljia, the fourth of the

name, king of S;;ain, who is fueceeded by
1666. don Carlos his »bn. Th's change of ibvcreigii-

occafions a new inveftiture, which the com-
mander Gaidian, general of the gallics, receives in the

name of the order from the duke of Sermonetta viceroy
of Sicily, and takes the oath of fidelity ufual in fucb

ceremonies.

The commander d'Elbene, general ofthegallies,
corhes with his fquadron to Barcelona to convoy the em-

prcfs who was going to the emperor, to whom (lie

v/as married by pro.xy. 'i~his
{ rincefs, after her land-

ing at Final, wrote a very obliging letter to the grand
mafter, to thank him for the good offices fhe had re-

ceived from the general of the gallies.

The pope makes thi'ee great crolTes, the firft of
whom was one of his nephews, and the other two
were confiderable officers in his

j
alace.

The grand vlfier Achmel comes with a confider-

able body of troops into Candia, to put an end to the

war and fiege of the capital of the ifland. The Vene-
tians applv as ufual to the ]>ope and the grand mailer ;

whole lijuadrons join near Augufla, and fail froin

thence to the coafts of Candia, and the ifle of Standia.

Francis Morofini, a noble Venetian, was generalifTimo
of all the Chriitian army, Antonio Barbaro, another

noble
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noble Venetian, was governor of the town, and the

marquefs deVillc,a Piedmontcfe, was commander of the

troops in garrifon, all generals of extraordinary valour ;

and though emulation made them enemies^ and jealous
of one another's glory, they yet made a gallant de-

fence.

Death ofAlexander VII. who is fuccecded by Cle-

ment IX.

Clement, purfuant to the poneflion with which
his predecefTors had invefted themlelves, names tlie

chevalier brother Vincent Rofpiglioii his nephev/ to

the bailiwick of St. Kuphemia, vacant by the death of
brother Philip Sfondrati. This renews the uneafinefs

and complaints of the language of Italy, which was

continually plundered and dripped of its rights by thefe

papal nominations.

Articles of agreement between the landgrave of
Heile cardinal and grand prior of Germany,
^nd John de Witte chancellor and penfioner i668,
of the province of Holland, with refpedl to

. fpme eftates of the order depending on the commandry
ofHarlem in that province, which the magiftrates had
feized an. Bv this treaty, in which the protection of

his mod Chriftian majefty, and the negotiation of the

Comte d'Edrades, were of great fervice, the Dutch en-

gage to pay I 50.000 florins to the order, to indemnify
them for the edates which they had feized on in the

provinces of Holland and Wed-Frizeland ; and the

order, in confideration of this fum, renounced all their

right to thole edates, faving dill to themielves their

right to all the edates to which they had a title in the

other provinces, with full liberty to fue for their redi-

tution, or get at lead an equivalent for them.

Thk marquiis de Ville, general of the land forces

in the ifle of Candia, quits the Venetian fervice, out of

diigud of the ill treatment he met with from general
Morolini. The Venetian embadador, with the king's

leave, propofes to the marquifs St. Andre Montbrun
to go over to Candia to command in the fame quality.
The hoHour of defending a place, for whofe preferva-

tion
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tion all the princes of Chriflendomlntereftedthemfelves,
determines the marquifs of St. AiidrJ to accept the

commmd. He fets out poft and goes to Venice, where
he embarks, and lands at the port of Tratnate in the

iiland ofCandia on the 21ft of June.
General Morofini gains a vidory over the Turks

at fea.

A STRONG fuccour of French troops arrives in Can -

dia, condfting of 7000 men, under the command of the

duke de Navailles. The duke of Beaufort great admi-

ral of France comnanded the fleet.

The count of Si. Paul brother to the duke of

Longueville was at the head of the volunteers,

1669. among whom were the duke of Chateau- Thi-

erry, brother to the duke of Bouillon, the

duke of Roannez, and the comte de la Feuillade.

The order, ever zealous for the defence of the

Chriftians, fends a battalion of 400 men into Candia,

under the command of brother Hedor de Fay la Four

Mauburg.
The count of St. Paul, at his return from Candia,

touches at Malta, where he is received with great hon-

ours, after having perfomed quarantine in an houfe fitu-

ated at the Bormole.

The duke of Navailles, when the time fixed by
ills inftru^ions is expired, returns back into France.

The Maltefe battalion, after lofing abundance of

men, think of retiring from a place which in a few

days confumed all the fuccours that arrived from

abroad.

A FLEET of 40 (hips arrives in Candia with g. new
'reinforcement of 45:00 men, moft of therh Germans,

among whom were 40^ vaffals of ihe duke of Brunf-

wick. Befides this reinforcement, count Waldeck ar-

rives there at the head of ."^oo men ; and the grand ma-

tter of [he Teutonic order fends a cholen band of i ;0

men well provided, befides feveral noblemen of differ-

ent countries who came as volunteers, and fought un-

der the banner of the oi'der.

Thi



Nicholas CoTONER 6*/-^/;^ MrT/F^r. j^j

The ficur tie Tcmericoiirt, eldcfl: brother to the

chevalier of that name, cruiGng at lea under the flag

ofMaha, took a Turkifh fliipoF40 guns near the iflc

Scarpantc, commanded by tlie corfair Buba AlFan. He
manned it anew, and in company with another vefTei

commanded by the chevalier de la Barre, failed into

the feas of Alexandria, where defcrying two fuitanas

laden with merchandize, he advanced to
gi-t

between

them and the harbour. As his velfel was a better

failcr than his confort, he fell upon the fultana which
was the fartheft advanced, and, after pouring in a broad-

fidc, prepared to board her, when he received a mut-

ket-fliot on the head that knocked him down upon
the deck, which however did not hinder him from ex-

horting his officers and foldiers to continue the engag-
ment. The infidels, feeing it would be impofTible for

them to efcape from the Chriftians who had grappled
the two (hips together, defperately fet fire to the veflel

in order to make their enemies perifli with them. The
chevalier de la Barre, who was on the point of taking
the (econd fultana, feeing the danger his fiiend was in,

quits the fultana, runs to his fuccour, and clears him
of the veffel that was on fire. But Temericourt did

not live to enjoy his vi<5tory, he dying the next day of

his wound ; and the fultana, which la Barre was juft

upon the point of taking, made ofFwhilfl: he was em-

ployed in affifting
his friend, and got into the port of

Alexandria.

The grand maftcr and the council (end the com-
mander brother Antonio Correa dc Soufa, the

grand mafterVgentleman of thehorfe, as their 1670.
embaflador into Portugal, to compliment
don Pedro brother to don /Mphonfo king of Portugal,

upon his marriage with the queen his brother's wife,
and his taking upon him the regency of the kingdom.
He was ordered at the fame time to demand back the

grand priory ot Crato, vacant by the death ofcardinal
don Ferdinand infante of Spain. But as the miniftry
of Portugal had got that rich benefice into their hands,

they periuadcd the regent, that the nomination and

patronage of it was lodged in the crown, and there-

Vol. V. O fore
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fore all the anfwer he gave was, that tlie dealing up
of that affair demaudcd fome time. However at lafl:

he gave up the priory to brother don John de Soufa,
who had a true right and title to it by a particular grant
from the convent.

The reducing of the ifle of Candia, and the peace
which the Venetians had concluded with the Turks,
make the grand mafter apprehenfive that they would
now turn their arms agalnft Malta. To put the iHand

in a condition of baffling all their efforts, he, in con-

jundtlcn with the council, applies to the duke of Sa-

voy, defiring ofhim an excellent engineer, Valpergo
by name, who comes by his orders to Malta, and

gives diredlons for the railing of new fortifications.

The firfl was named the Cotonera. The next thing
was to add new works to the Floriana, with a fauffe-

braye and two bulwarks, one on the fide of port Mec-

zet, and the other towards the great port : and in or-

der that the entrance of the great port might be com-

pletely defended, they built a royal port, called,Rica-

{bli, from the name of a commander who gave the or-

der 30,coo crowns for that work.

Death of pope Clement IX. who is fucceeded by
Clement X. This pontiff v^^rites a brief to

1 67 1. the grand mafler to congratulate him upon
the pains he took oF fortif"ying an ifland which

f/.n'ved for a bulwark to all the dominions of the Chri-

ftian princes.
The chevalier de Vendofine, in fpite of all the op-

poliiion'of the old knights, prevails with the pope to

grant him an expe<5tative grace upon the gra«d priory
of France. This brief was at lafl regrllered in the

chancery of the order, but upon condition that the new

grand prior fhould make good the mortuary and profits

arifing from the vacancy to the order.

Pr I N c E Charles of Loirain,fon to the duke d'Elbasuf^

and Maurice de la Tour d'Auvergne duke of Chateau

Thierry, foil to the dukeof Bouillon, are received into

the order.

The
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The grand m after and council finding the number

of ierving brothers too great, make a regulation, for-

bidding the reception of any more for the future, till

fuch time as new orders ihould be ifTued out for that

purpo'e.
Rome laboiu's nnder a great dearth of corn : the

pope lends over all Italy to get a fupply ; and

cardinal Akieri his nephew wihes to the 1672.

grand mafter in his holinefs's name, and de-

fires him to lend \ht fquadron of the order to convoy
his Iliips.

Orders were accordingly difpatched with-

out lofsof lime for that purpole to the bailiir de Har-

coiut, of the houie of Lorrain, general of the gaiiies,

and to the chevalier deFovclleEtraiuville, who coin-

maiided the admlnil galley.

The chevalier de Temericobrt, a famous corlhir,

is attacked by five great vcfTels of Tripoli : he defends

himfelf with fo much courage and intrepidity, that

after fhooting the mafls of two of them by the board,

and killing abundance of their men, the infidels, de-

rpairing to take him, tacked about, and left him at li-

berty to keep on his way : but he was fbon after

caught in a dreadful ftorm, which drove him upon the

coafe of Barbary, where his velTel was call away, and

he'himrelfwas^ taken by the Moors, who carried him

to Tripoli, and from thence to Adrianople. Mahomet
IV. wlio was there at that- time, asked him if he was

the perfort that with a fingle veiTel had fought five of

the iargefl of thofe of T)-Jnoli.
" 'Twas myfelf, re-

'*
plied the knighr. What countryman are you,

'' faid the fu'lian ? A Frenchman, repli;;'d Temcri-
*^ coQTt." You are a delert'er then, faid Mahomet,
*' foV I afn in ftrict peace with the king of France. If
*' am' ""a Frenchman, fays Temericburt to him ; butj.
** befide's thai quality, I amlikewiie a knight of Malta ;

'^ a profefTion Vv'hich obliges me to expofe my life a- .

*'
orainfl: all the enemies of the Chriliian faith.'* The

grand Pjignior, defiring to get him into his fcrvice, lent

him at firft to a prilbn, where he was treated with great

humanity, and made him all thofe advantageous offers

O 2 that
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that might pofiibly tempt a young warrior who was but

22 years old
j and, to encourage him to change his re-

ligion, he promifed to many him to a princels of his

blood, and to make him a baflia, or his great admiral.

But thefe pompous offers had no efFedl upon the young
knight ; he refifted them with as much courage and

refoluticn as he had done their arms. The grand feig-

nior, incenfed at his fteadinefs, refolved to try if harfli

ufage could not (hake his conftancy, and accordingly
ordered him to be thrown into a dungeon for a fort-

night. They there gave him the ballinado, put him
to the torture, and mangled his limbs, during which
this riobis confefTor of Christ Jesu s did nothing
but call upon his holy name, and implore his grace
that he might die for the confefllon of it. In fine, the

grand (eignior ordered his head to be cut off ; his

body was at firft left at the place of execution; but Ma-

homet, to prevent any veneration being paid ta it by
the Chriftians, ordered it to be thrown into the river

which runs by Adrianople.
A DISPUTE between the French commodores and

the officers of the order about the falute when

1673. ^^^y ^'^^^ ^t ^^ • Lewis XIV. pronounces

againft himfelf. This negotiation, which was
of a very delicate nature, fucceeds by the addrefs ofthe

commander de Hautcfeuille embalTador from the order

to his mod Chriftianmajefty.
The mainotes, of tlie Greek religion, and inhabi-

tants of the mountains of the Morea, implore the grand
mafter's adiftance to enable them to throw off the

Turkifh yoke. The fquadron of the order comes up-
on their coaft ; but finding them not united among
themfelves, fome of them being for recovering their

liberty, and others for continuing ftill faithful to the

Turks, the gallies of the order gave over the enter-

prize.
In the year i6i3, the duke of Ollrog a Polifh noble-

man, had, with the confent of the republic, made the

order of Malta heir to all his eftate. This great fami-

ly being now extin<S by the death of duke Alexander

d'Oftrog,



Nicholas Co TONER Grand Mojltr, 1 6 1

d'Oftiog, the chevalier prince de Lubomirski gave im-

meLliate advice thereoF to the grand maftcr. But duke

Demetrius the petty-general of the crown, hiying claim

to the inheritance, under pretence that he had married

the filler of duke Alexander, the grand mafter lent

prince Lubomirski a letter of attorney to maintain the

rights of ihe order.

The admiral brother Paul Raphael Spinola 1674.
takes three merchant fliips richly laden, in the

gulph of Magra.
The viceroy of Sicily applies to the order for fuc-

cours. The grand mafter immediately lends him the

fquadron of the gallies.
Several great crofies go on

board them, as a teftimony of their zeal for the king
of Spain's iervice, whole fubjeds they were born. In

the mean time, the chevalier de Valbelle throws a fup-

ply of French troops into Medina.

The srand mafierNicolasGotoner makes an endow-

ment to maintain the fortreis of Ricafoli in the illand of

Malta.

The king of England declares war a- 1675.

gainft the rovers of Tripoli, and his
iliips

are

well received in the ports of Malta.

Frederick de Mogelin the king of Poland's envoy
arrives at Malta, and preients the grand mafter with

a letter from that prince, in which he tells him, that,

as his territories were continually infefted by the

Turkifli forces, he ihould be exceedingly obliged to

him if he would make a diverfion by Ibme confiderable

enterprile. The grand mafter anCwers him, that by

complying with the Ibiii citations of his Polifn majeily,

he would do no more than dilcharge the obiigaiions of

his own profefHon ; that the order had always employ-
ed their forces againil the infidels, but that they would

now encreale their armaments, in order to anfwer the

wants and indances of hismajefty.
The viceroy of Sicily endeavours to engage the or-

<ler, as being a feudatory of that crown, to make war

againft the people of Medina. The grand mailer an-

fwers him, that they are forbid by the very inftituti-

O 3
^ ©n
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f5n of tlie order ever to concern themlelves in any war
between Chriilians, and that there was nothing of
that nature to be found in the deed of infeofment of
Malta.

The poft-houfe is fettled at Malta in the fort of

IVIarza-muzet, which the grand mafter Manoel has

an our time fecured with very neceffary fortifications.

Charles II. king of England writes in a very ob-

liging manner to the grand mafter, to thank him for

the great civilities he fliewed to his admiral and his

ihips, which he received into the harbour of Malta.

Tke Genoele embark fome troops from the Milanefe,
and tranfport them into the port of Melazzo,

1676. where the gallies of the order were at that

time under the command of the bailiff de Spi-

nola, who, out of complaifance for the viceroy of Si-

cily, and forgetting the infultthe Iquadron of the order

had received in the port of Genoa, confents that the

Patron of that commonwealth Ihould have the port of

the Patron of Malta : the great afte(51ion he had for

liis country was undoubtedly the motive of his ading
in that manner, and perhaps too it might be to

make a compliment to AuguflineDui-azzo, commodore
of the Genoele, who had married Spinola's niece.

A DREADFUL pljgue at Malta, which deftroys a

great number of knights, and abundance of people.
Malta being almoll depopulated, is no longer able

to fupply the fame number of knights for the

1677. gallies; ^o that in the naval expeditions, where,
before the plague broke out, they ufed to have

one and twenty knights on board every galley, the

number Vv^as this year reduced to eleven for the admiral,
and nine for the other f^aUies.

The dignity ofmarfnal being now vacant, the com-
mader brother Lewis de Fay Garlande, and brother

Rene deMairon;'eule,bothof the language of Auvergne,
of the fame {landing in the order, and v/ho had paflcd

through the fame employments, afpired to it in oppo-
fition to eacli other. Afcer a long difpute, the grand

mafter, and feme common friends of the two claimants,

finding
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finding no way to decide the competitorfliip, perfuadcd
them to agree, that they (hall enjoy this dignity ahcr-

nately, and each have his month.

Maisonseule dies two years after this coihpro-
niife. Gerlande being left alone in the port,

puts to lea with five gailles, and meets two 1678.

Algcrinc corlairs off of cape PaiKn-o : but in-

llead of laying them aboard, as was the conJtant prac-
tice of the knights, he only cannonaded the two cor-

liiirs : this made Mailbnieule be rcgreted, and occ:ifi-

oned great complaints at Malta againft Gerlande, who
excuied himielf by faying that the wind was againll:

him.

Captain PeterFleeches,a native of Majorca, meets

an Algcrine coriair in the fame place, and finks him,
but laves an hundred Turkiih foldiers, whom he after-

wards fold to the order for an hundred pieces of eirrht

per flave.

The pope is defirous of putting an end to the dif-

.putes between the order and the republic of Genoa.
He fpeaks to the Maltefe eiTibafTador upon that fubjedl,

who, by order of his fuperiors, told the pope, that the

order was all obedience, and that, notwithftandinn- the

infult which had been offered by the Genoefe, it was

yet ready to pay a blind and implicit fubmidion to

whatever determination his holinefs fliould think fit to

make in the cafe. The pope, not caring to take upon
him the decifion ofthat affair, it was Ipun out ibme time

longer.
Don John of Auflria, grand prior of Caftile, being

dead, the grand mafter and council defign to retrench

Sqoo ducats from the revenue of that rich benefice, in

favour of feveral perfons : but the king of Spain, v^^ho

laid claim to the right of patronage of that grand priory

oppofes the curtailing of its revenue.

Peace concluded between France and Spain by the

marriage of Charles II. with the princefsMaria

Loui{a,eldeft daughter to the duke of Orleans, 1679,,
his nioA: Chriftian majefty's brother. Broihcr

^on Juande Villa Viciofa goes to compliment his ca-

tholic
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tholic majefty in the grand mafter's name, and obtain

his leave to export a ^uanrity oFcorn, which arrives at

Malta at a time when a famine was beginning to ravage'
the whole ifland.

The grand mafter, who fome years before had

been leized with a kind of paby, is now at-

16S0. tacked with very ievere firs of the gout and

ftone. A flow fever fteals away from him his

flrength by inlenlible degrees, without any way lef-

fening his courage or his vigilance, but a dylentery
forces him at laft to keep his bed. He appoints bro-

ther don Arland Seralte, prior of Catalonia, to be lieu-

tenant of the mafterfliip, and dies with great fenti-

ments of piety on the 29th of April, in the 73d year
of his age. This prince, who by his artful manage-
ment had procured his brother the dignity of grand ma-

fter, owed his own advancement to his merit only. He

kept up his dignity by a luperiority of genius, that

made him refpedted by all who approaclied him : he

had an excellent talent at negotiations ; was bold in

his enterpriles, and prudent in the choice of proper
means to execute them : he had all his fellow knights
for his friends, communicated his defigns but to very
few among them, and never had a confident. He was
buried in the chapel of the language of Arragon, and

the following epitaph was put on his tomb.

D. O. M.
'^ Fratri D. Nicolas Cottoncr, magno Hierofolymi-

** tani ordinis magiftro, animi magnitudine, confilio,
'*

munificentia, majeftate principi, eredo ad Mahometis
**

dedecusexnavigii roftris, ac fultanae prjeda trophaso;
'^ Melita magnificis extructionibus, Templorum nitore
*'

explicato,munitoque uibis poaioeriojfplendide au^a ;

** cive e peflilentiae faucibus pene rapto ; Hieroibiy-
** mitano ordine, cui primus pod fratrem prsefuit,
**

legibus, au<5toritate, fpoliis amplificato ; repubiica
*< difficillimis feculi belli temporibus lervata : vere
*^

magno quod tanti nominis menluram geftis impleverit,
*<

pyramideni banc excelfiteilem animi; D. D. C. fama

fupetftes.
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^•'
fupcrfles. Vixit in magifterio annos XVI. menfcs

" VI. obiit 29 Aprilis i63o, letatis 75. Port: ejus
"

obitiim, executores teftamentariitumultum hunc fieri

^ inandavcre."

Three days after Cotoner's funeral, they met to

chuic him a luccelTor. Panics had been forming dur-

ing his illncis, and were (lill carried on. The treafur-

cr de Vitznacour was fure of ten votes, and did all

he could to engage the Spanifh language on his fide,

but in vain.

The electors name the prior of Ro-

chclle, D. Gregory CarafFa^ a Neapoli- Gregory
tan. This choice was agreeable to Caraffa.
all, but efpecially to the Italians, who,
for 1 28 years before, had not had a grand mafler ele<5l-

ed from among their countrymen.
The new grand mafter applies himfelf diligently

to regulate the affairs of the order, and finifli the

fortifications that had been begun by his predeceiTor.
General Correa returns to Malta with

fix Algerine fhips, which he had taken, 1681.
after having run a great riique of being taken

himfeUV

The bailiff Colbert fucceeds Correa in the poft of

general of the gallies of the order.

The bailiff d'a rrias, who for 24 years had enjoyed
the pod of vice-chancellor, and diftinguifhed
himfelf in the difcharge of it, made a volun- 16S2.

tary refignation of his office to the grand ma-
fter, who, upon the chancellor's preientaiion, appoint-
ed the commander Carriero a Portuguefe, fecretary of
the treaCury, to fucceed him. Carriero's poft is given
to the commander Bovio, who was afterward grand
prior of England.
Brother Jerom Molina, bifhop of Malta, istranf-

lated to the bifhoprick ofLerida. The king of Spain,

upon the grand mafter's prefentation, names brother

David Coceo Palm.icri; a man of admirable probity, to the

fee of Malta.

The
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The king of France writes to the grand mafter, t»

notify tohim the birth of the dukeof Burgandy. Great

rejoicings at Malta : the French knights of the three

languages dillingnifh themlelves by the noble feafts they
make on this occafion.

The dukes of Ganfron and Berwick come to Malta,
This laft receives the crols from the hands of the

grand mafter, with the title of grand prior of Eng-
land.

The Turks belicge the city of Vienna with a for-

midable army. John Sobieski king of Pol-

16S3. and, the duke of Lorrain generalilTimo of the'

emperor's forces, and the duke of Bavarui

join to ueiicve it; The inGdels ar-g beaten in lev era!

engagements, and are at laft rq>ulied with lb much
lois, that they are fcarce able to repafs the Danube.

This fuccefs iiuUiqes pope Innocent XI. to con«

elude a lea {Tue with the eniperor, the king of Poland,
aad trlie ilaie of Venice, agtVinft tlie infidels. The

grand raader is defirous to iharc in fuch a laudable en-

gagement, writes about it to the pope, and prepares
all is forces to join the confederates. The fquadron
of the order puts to tea, under the comiViand of the

baTitf of St. Stephens, alarms all the coaft of Barbary,
-ahd drives theen^i=ny out of the two iflands of Preveia

and Santa Maura.

A NEW armament t)f the order commanded by bro-

ther Hef^or de la Tour Maubotirg. The
16S5. Venetian fleet, and the pope's gailies join the-

Makeie fquadron at Meflina. IMorofini; ge-
neralifiimo of the republic^ attacks Coron, and takes'

it aftera (lout refulance from the befiegcd. The knights

diftinguifii themfelves in the fiege, by incredible efforts -

of valour, particularly by driving the iniidels out of a

fort which they had recovered from the Venetians.

General la Tour is killed in this attack,

rq.
Fort St. Elmo is rebuilt, and the caftle of

St. Angelo fortified by the grand mafter's care. '

The knights put to lea again in the ipring, under

the command "of Erbeftiu; grand prior of Hung^ry,^
meet
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meet the pope's gallies at Mcilina; and fail togctlierfor

the Levant. The Venetian fleet joins them at the iflc

of Santa Maura. They befiegc old Navarino, take it,

and go from thence to attack new Navarino, a place
of great importance, by. its lituation, and the conveni-

ence of its harbour, but defended by a flrong garrilbn.

Morofini, after feme days fiege, takes it, and advances

with his fleet to Modon, a town of greater ftrength,
but forced in like manner to furrender : feveral knights
loft their lives at theie fieges.

.

The confederates, encouraged by their good fuc-

cefs, advance towards Napoli di Romania, the capital

of the kingdom of the Moca. They land there on the

30th of July, and lay fiege to the place ; they rout

the ierafcjuier three times, as he attempted to relieve it,

and take it after a month's fiege, and a gallant defence

made by the beficged. General Erbeftein lets fail for

Malta. Nineteen knights were killed at this
fiege,

with a confiderable number of their foldiers.

The commander don Fortunato Caraffa, the grand
mafter's brother, prince John Francis de Medicis, pri-

or of Pi fa, brother to the grand duke, and brother

Leopold Kolloniftch, bifliop of Neuftat, are made car-

dinals.

tv New preparations are made at Rome for the Le-

vant. The grand mafter fits out eight gailles,
. «

under the command of brother Claude de Me- ' *

chetein. A defccnt in Dalmalia. The three fleets join
before Caftelnuovo, which furrenderSjand thereby leaves

the Venetians entire mafters of all the Adriatic gulph.

Pope Innocent XL writes to the grand mafter to com-

pliment him upon the valour which his knights had

Ifhewed

in this expedition.
The duke ofUzeda is made viceroy of Sicily in the

ftead of count de St. Stephen, who, efcorted by a con-

voy of Maltefe gallies, goes to take poflTefllon of the

viceroyalty of Naples.
Brother don Emmanuel Pinto de Fonfecais made

bailiff of Acre. Brother don Felix Ini^o
''

de*Aierva quits the poft of grand conferva- i63S.

tor for the bailiwick of Cafpa. Brother

Ximenes
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Ximenes de la Fontaza, bailiff of Negrepont, is made

grand confervator, and is fucceedcd in his bailiwick

by the great chancellor Correa. Brother don Phi-

lip Efcoveda is made great chancellor. Brother Fa-

bio Gori gets the bailiwick of Venufia. Brother Fe-

retti, receiver of Venice, is made bailitfof St. Euphe-
mia. The admiral Cavaretta takes the bailiwick of

St. Stephens. Averardo de Medicis fucceeds him in

the admiralty, and Spinelli, baihff of Armenia, is nam-

ed general ofthe gallies.

The fquadron puts to fea again in the fpring, being
headed by the commander Mechatein. The

X6S9. generalifrimo MoroHniis made doge this year,
and fends out the Venetian fleet. The two

armies joining, attack the fort of Negrepont. The

fiege proves long and difficult, and they are obliged to

raile it at lafl:, after having loft abundance of men, and

2^ of the braveft knights.
The grand mafter is lenfibly afHided at this lofs.

His grief, with a retention of urine, which

1690, came upon him at the fame time, throws him
into a fever : he^ gives away his elfeds, ap-

points his fenefchal, brother don Charles Caraffa, to be

lieutenant of the mafterlhip, and thinks ofnothing but

another world. He dies on the 21ft of July, in the

76th year of his age, after having enjoyed the grand

mafterftiip nine years and ten months. Never was the

humility of a religious united in greater perfsdion to

the virtues of a foldier. He diftinguiflied himielf in a

particular manner by his love for the poor. His body
was carried to the chapel of the language of Italy,

where he had caufed a monument to be ere«5led for

himfelf. The epitaph which he himfelf compofed two

years before his death, is ftill to be read upon it.

D. O. M.
'^ Fr. D. Gregorius Caraffa Aragonius e principibus

*'
Roccellge, magnusHieroiblymitani ordinis magiftcr,

^* cui vivere, vita peradla, in votis erat. Quia mortem
*'

primam qui prsevenit; fecundam evitat ; hoc fibi

** adhuc
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'^ adhuc vivens non maufoleum, fed tumulum pofuit re-

" furrefturo latis. An. Dom. 1688."

The following infcvlption was engraved on the

marble under his {latiie.

'* Emeritos vencrare cineres, viator. Hie jacet Fr.
** D. Gregorius Caraffa ab Aragonia, M. 1A. clarus ge-
'*

nere, genlo prasclarior. Heroas, quos in nomine
**

gefilt,
in virtute exprelTit. Effusa comitate, diffufis

**
triumphis, populos habuit amatores, orbem fecit

*' admiratorem. Bis ad Hellefpontum, toties ad
fc'.pi-

" rum, Peloponnefum, lUyrium, impertito dudtu, pr?e-
'* valida ope clafTes delevit, regias expugnavit. Mu-
**

nificentia, pietate princep-s laudatiiTimus. Urbem,
*'

Arces, Portus, Xenodochia, Templa ampliavit, re-

'*
ftituit, ornavit. Publico Temper Religionis bono

*' curas impendit & ftudia. ^rarium ditiiRmo fpolio
'^ cumulavit. Obiit die 2 I Juiii, anno ast. 76. mag.
<« 10. fal. 1690-'*

New cabals for the eledion. They agree at lafl: in

favour of brother Adrian de Vignacourt,

great treafurcr of the order, nephew to Adrian
Alefde Vignacourt, who was eleded to deVigna-
the fame dignity in 1601. He takes pof- court.
leflion of the two iflands, and fends the

commander Riggio to Palermo to notify his elcdion to

the duke of Uzeda, viceroy of Sicily.

The fquadron returns from the Levant, whither it

had been (ent to join the Venetian fleet, and brings the

firtl account to Malta of the taking of Valonne, which
occafions great rejoicings.
The grand mafter, from his great liberality, relieves

the prefling neceflities of the widows and children of

all fuch of his fubjedts as had been killed in the lafl:

-wars. Several knights follow his example.
The order maintains a galliot well man-

ned to give chace to the corfairs of Barba- 169 i.

<ry,
who were continually roving up and

VoL.V. P dowa
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down tlie SlcUian Tea, even to the very channel of the

tv/o iflands.

Cardinal Pignatelli, a Neapolitan, is chole pope
on theSth of Auguft, and takes the name of Innocent

the XII.

The grand mafter ere£ls feveral magazines, and adds

confiderable fortifications to all flich places as were
not in a good condition of defence. In the midil: of
thefe employments, which were only intended for the

iecurity of his order, he receives letters from the em-

peror Leopold 1. acquainting
him that the Imperial ar-

my, comm.anded by prince Lewis of Baden, had jiid

gained fo complete a vidory over the Turks^ that

30,000 of them had been killed on the fpot.

A LARGE and fine arfenal ereded at Alalta for build-

ing of gallies. The minifters of the court of Rome
are for comprehending the eftates of the order in an

extraordinary tax, which the pope was raifing upon all

ecclcfialHcal pofll'lTions. The new pope, of his own
accord, exempts them from it, without flaying for any
remonftrances from the order ; and, by a brief of the

7th of December, renews the permiflion which his

prcdecelTors had formerly granted of carrying the holy
Jacrament on board the gallies.

The grand prior of Melfuia, general of the gallies,

puts to fea, and advances towards the coaft

1692. of Barbary, without finding any opportuni-

ty to fignalize his courage. He fails for the

Levant, joins the pope's gallies at Meflina,and the Ve-
netian army at Napoli di Romania : all the fleet goes
Ko attack Canea, a place of im.portance on account of

its port, and one of the mofl: agreeable cities of the ifie

ofCandia. A>fter a fiege of twenty-four days, they
are forced to retire, the feafon being too far advanced.

Thelquadron of the order returns back to Malta, at the

time they were making public rejoicings there for the

taking of the fortrefs of great Waradin by the imperi-
al army.
The marquefs d'Orville, nephew to Vignacourt,

anives at Malta, where he is received with all the ho-

nours
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nours ufually paid to the nephews of the reigning

grand mafter.

The ille of Malta is greatly terrified on occafion of

a dreadful carthcjuake which began on the

I ith of January, at ten o'clock in the even- 1 693.

ing, and lafted three days, overturning feve-

ral buildings in that Ipace of time. The fame earth-

quake deftroys entirely the town of x'\gon:a
in Sicily.

Four gallies arrive from that ifland, and bring the

grand mailer an account of this misfortune. He im-

mediately dilpatched away the general of the fquadrori

with five gallies to go to the ainftance of the inhabi-

tants ; orders public prayers all over the iiland, and a

faft of three days to appeafe the wrath of heaven, and

forbids the ufual diverfions of the carnival this year.

He afier this fets about repairing the damage which the

earthquake had done in Malta.

Several veiTels were in want of mads, rigging,
and other things- necelTary for their putting to fea.

The grand mafter lends for every thing that was want-

ing to the fleet, and has it brought from Amfterdam.

He likeways gives orders for repairing the magazines
and the ovens which the order had at Agofta. The
commaoder Ferrao, who was entrulled with this com-

mifiion, rebuilds thefe ftrudlures with much greater

magniScence than before, and puts the arms of Vig-
nacourt over them.

The grand prior, after coafting all the ifles of the

Archipelago with his fquadron, returns to the bay of

Terra-nova, gives chace to a fhip of Tunis, and boards

It notwithdanding its being defended by 130 fbldiers,

takes it after Tome refiftance, and brings it to Malta.

There he finds the grand mafter very mucli difpiealed
with him. He was accui'ed of having avoided an en-

gagement with three corfairs and a tartan, which he
met going to the Levant. The general clears him-

ielf by proving that he had purfued the enemy briskly
till night came on, and refblved to attack them the next

day, but that the corfairs got off in the dark, and he

could never get fight of them afterwards, /^fter a full

P 2 exami-
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examination into the affair, and the taking of depofiti-

ons in form, the general is declared innocent.

A NEW armament under the command of brother

/ Francis Slgilmund, count of Thun, who waf
^'^' named general in the place of the grand pri-

or of Mellina.

Takin g ofthe town of Scio afrar a week's fieg*»

The king of France and tlie duke of Savoy are for

railing fubfidles upon the cftates of the order lying
within their territories, under pretence of the excef-

five expence of tlie war. The grand mailer reprefents
to them the privileges of the order, and both the prin-
ces deflfl: from their delign.
The pope takes upon him the arbitration of the

difference between the order and the republic of Ge-

noa, and reconciles thofe two powers. Several Geno-

ese are admitted into the order.
'

General Sigifmund puts to lea again, and chafes a

fiiip
of Tripoli. He takes it after an engage-

1695 . ment of two hours, and lends it to Malta, him-

felf Hill keeping on his courfe towards the Le-

vant. His voyage was entirely ulelefs, becaufe the

Venetians, whom he joined, would not engage in any

enterprife, under preteace that the feafon was too far
'

advanced.

The grand matter's ficknefs, which occalions great

canvafTings for the future eledion, but they

\6<j(i. are (lopped by his recovery.
' The pope makes

the order a prelent of a great number of gal-

Icy-flaves whom he lends to Malta.

The grand mafter is feized with a violent fever, and

prepares for death. He names the bailiff of

l6()T. Leza don Gafper Carncro, of the priory of

Portugal, to be lieutenant of the rnaflcrfhip,

parts with all his effeds, and dies on the 4th of Febru-

ary, after having been grand mafter near leven years,
and lived 79. His piety and innocence of life and con-

verfation, had ever made up a charader of this prince.

His integrity and his beneficent temper procured him 3

general efteem ; and he was never liable to any re-

proach,
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proach, but that of having iufFered himfclf to be go-

verned by Ibme favourites who were much more in-

tent upon their own inicreib, that they were on those

of the order, or the honour of the perfon who gave
them all his confidence. They buried him in the

chapel of the language of France, where this epitaph

is to be iit^w,

D. O. M.

Emincntidlmi principis

Fr. Adriani de Vignacourt raortales exuvise

Sub hoc marmore quiefcunt.
Si generis fplendorem quaeras

Habes in folo nomine,
Habes in affinitatibus pene regiis.

Si reiigiolss vitse merita rpe<ftes,

Charitatem erga pauperes & infirmos indefeflam,

Erga peAe laborantcs generofam
Mirari poteris.

Et ita intemeratam morum innocentiam,

Ut mori potius, quam faedari voluerit.

Magni Aloffii ex patre nepos,

Integritatis, fortitudinis, & juftitige
laude

SimiUimus ;

Tanti principis famam eft afTecutuS.

Vixit fandiffime, landilFime obiir,

anno lalutis 1697.

The aflembly for the ele<5lion of a new grand ma-

tter is held on the 7th of February ; the elcdors are

divided into leveral fadions, bar unite

at laft in favour of brother Raimond Raimcnd
Perellos de Roccaful, of the language Perellos.

ofAnagon, baililf of Negrepont. and

(ixty yeais of age. 1 wo days after he takes pofT-fu-

on of the ibvereignty of the tv/o illands ; and the rsih

he aifembles the council in order to reform the abufes

that had crept into the order. The popes had fre-

que ntly yielded to the importunity of fome ambitious

P 3 knights,
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kniirhts, and granted thciB briefs to be received greaf
croiTts of grace : which made the old knights, when

they faw themfelves fupplantcd by thefe young men of
the recompence due to thtir fervices, retire frequently
into their own countries ; when, thinking they had

ju(t reafons to bedirgnfte.d with the order, they becans^

more indifferent to its interefts, and left their eftates to

their families; an affair, the care of which was of the

rtip.oft importance to the order. Accordingly they re-

Iblved to write to his holineis on that fubjeifl, and to

dedre him not to grant for the future any fuch briefs,

which ftruck at the very foundation of their dilcipline.

They likeways made a regulation, by which all fuch

as were prcfefTed in the order were forbid to wear any

gold or iiiver on their cJoaths, and abfolutely prohi-
bited all games of chance. The duke of Veraguas,

viceroy of Sicily, who had long Iblicited to obtain a

brief in favour of the commander Riggio, receiver of

Palermo, for the making of him a grand crols, conti-

nues his inffcances warmly, and llicceeds in obtaining

it,, becaiife they found the brief had been difpatched by
VTsnacourt.
Peace concluded at Refw'ick between France and

Spain. Public rejoicings at Malta upon that

1C(>S. occalion. Boris Petrowits Seremetef, a near

relation of the Czar's, comes to vifit the grand

mafler, with letters of recommendation from the pope
and the emperor. He is received with all the honour

due to his quality and merit.

Pope Innocent XII. puts an end to the dilputcsthat
had continued a long time between the bifhop

1699. of Malta and the prior of the church, with re-

fpe<ft
to their jurifdidion. Both parties fub-

mit with joy to the decifion of the holy father ; and

the grand mailer, by way of acknowledgement, caufes

his holinefs's ftatue in brafs to be erected over the

great door of the church ofVi(51o3y, with this infcrip-

tion :

*' Inmocentio Xir. Optimo & fanvfliffimo Pontiil-

*^
ci^ d'ilidiis comi'-oiiiis inter ecclelialUcum & magi-

*' (Irak
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*' ftrale forum exortis, utriquc juribus pie fcrvatls,
*'

pliuibus commendis liberalitcr rellltutis ; Em. &
*< Rev. Dotn.Fr. D. Raimondus de Perellos Roccaful,
*'

grato 5c mianimi omnium vote, tot tantaque beneficia

« 2;ternitati dicavit MDCIC."

THEgnllies of the order attack two vefTebofTtinls.

The wind fliifting on a (udden parts ihem^ and gives

the corfa-rs iin opportunity to make their efcape. The

grand mafler and council^ having been mifinformed of

this accident, and fearing the officers had been wanting
in their duty, appoint commiffioners to examineinto the

affair, which they perform with tlie utmoft care, and

clear the officers of all manner of blame.

The bailiff S.jinoia general of the iquadron, embark-

ing on the 15th of Februiiry, Ipies a man of war be-

lonofing to the enemy off of Sicily, and comes up with

her by hard rowing. The admiral-galley which fol-

lowed him cloie, having loft its main-laU by a guff of

wind. Spinola relblved to board her. The engage-
ment was bloody on both fides. The commander Spi-

nola, the general's brother, receives a mortal wound by
the grand prior of Mcffiha's fide, who fought leaning
wnon his valet de chambre, being fo very old that he

could not ftand unfupported. The valet de chambre

is killed, and the prior holds with one hand upon the

frame ofwood that liiftains the compals, and continues

fighting. Victory was going to declare for the knights
when the enemy's fliip

bears with all its force upon the

admiral-galley, and Iplits it. A fouth wind riles and
blows a terrible ftorm, which difperles the fquadron.
The commander Javon, captain of the St. Paul p^oes to

the fuccour of tliole who were caft away in the admiral,

and faves fifty of them, among whom were general

Spinola, the commander Brofia, and the chevalier de

St. Germain, and reiblves to ftay in the fame place to

get off the reft, notwithftanding the remonftrances of
the pilot, who aflures them they were in great danger:
** I fliall be happy enough, fays the captain, if I lofe

,'* my life in laving but a fingle man of them.*' The
wind however drove him away in Ipite of all his en-

deavours.
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dcavours. Two and twenty knights, and above 5^00

men, both officers as well as fbldiers, perifhed either

in the engagement or the wreck The other gallies are

driven by the temped towards the Levant ; ihey join

again at Angufta and return to Malta. The grand
inafter provides for the Jlibiiftencc of the families of

fuch of his fubjcds as had periflied in this engage-
ment.

Perellos had long feen with pain, that ever fince

the order had laid afide their men of war, and hid on-

ly kept up a fquadron of gallies, the Barbary coriairs

were continually taking the Chriftian merchant (hips,

making delcents upon the coafts of Italy and Spain,

plundering the villages, and carrying off from time to

time a great number of families intoflavery.
The Chriftians had caft their eyes for upwards of

fourfcore years pafl: upon the knights of Maha their

old proteftors for redrefs, but in vain : there had
hitherto been always too many difficulties darted be-

fore a fquadron of men of war could be provided at

Malta : but Perellos being in the mafterfhip, and affift-

ed with the advice of thebailifl Zondodariwhofucceed-

ed him, fancied that all thele obllacles might be fur-

mounted, and brought the council into his meafures

more eafily than he could have imagined. So that as

foon as he had railed the funds necelfary for building
of men of war, he fearched through the whole order

for a knight who had the mod skill to infped their

build' ngs, and was the bed qualified to command them.

The choice fell upon the chevalier de St Pierre of

Normandy, a captain in the king of France's fleet, who
afterwards obtained the commandry of Pieton in the

grai d mader's gift for his fervices. 'Tis to this com-
mander we are indebted for the project to extirpate
the cor/airs of Barbary, which has been printed abroad

among*he works of iheAbbe de St. Pierre his brother,
and had been highly approved of by the grand mader.

The St. Paul galley is driven, by a gud of wind, up-
on the rocks of the lit le ifle of Odrica near Palermo ;

and notwiihdanding all that general Javon could ^o^
he
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lie was loft with three knights and 70 men of his crew,
the reft were laved by the other gallies.

The lijuadron returns towards the coaftof Barbary,
and meets the fuhana Binghen, a large fhip

0F80 guns, with three hundred fighting men lyoi.
on board. The engagement was long, and

the lois confiderable on both fides; but at laft the

knights had the advantage, and carried the fhip with

them to Malta. The grand mafter ordered the ftand-

ard of it to be put in the church of St. John at Aix, the

biith place of the chevalier Ricavd, ay a monument of
the valour of that knight who had chiefly contributed to

the vidory.
Death of Charles II. king of Spain. Philip V,

fuccecds him, and confirms all the privileges of the or-

der.

Cardinal Albani is chofe pope in the room of In-

nocent XII. and takes the name of Clement XI.

The iquadron of the order, advances as far as Go-

letta^ and attacks the infidels in the very port ; they

carry a large (hip and a brigantine of the enemy back

with them to Malta, having only loft one knight and

four foldiers in this expediiion.
The grand prior of England goes to Rome in quali-

ty of cmbaiTador extraordinary, in order to

prevail with the pope to make a regulation 1703,
with regard to the inquifitor of Malta's pre-
tcnfions concerning his jurildidion. This affair met
with feveral delays, but was at laft terminated to the

grand mafter's latisfaclion.

The (quadron of fhips commanded by the chevalier

de St Pierre fails towards the Levant, meets .

three (hips of Tunis, and gives them chace. '

The St. James man of war loles its maft before the en-

gagement, and goes off. The St. John attacks the ene-

my's admiral, which carried 50 guns, and had 370
failors on board, and takes it whilft the reft of the ene-

my's fleet crowd all the (ail they canto get off. This

fhip was added to the (quadron of the order, and called

the St. Croix; or Holy Crols.

The
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The commander de Langon^ carries a convoy of
ammunition to Oran, and with a fingle fiiip

t 707« of 50 guns pafTes throjgh the midft of the Al-

gerine fleet, which fired upon him continual-

ly, and throws a fupply into the place, liOtwithftind-

ing all the efforts of the infidels, who fought in thepre-
/ence of their king. This adion occafioned his being
railed foon after to the dignity of lieutenant-general of

thefquadron of the order, and commander ofthemeri
taf war.

The king of Spam writes to the grand mafter, by
which hg defires him to fend the fmudron of

!7o8. the order a feeond time to thcrciier of Oran.

Preparations are made for itjbutnotfent away,
becaufe of a report which wasibread that the infidels

had taken the piac<^, and that the grand feignior was

making a powejful avmamrnt.

PfiKELtos, in the midll of his concern at this news,
is attacked with the gout and a violent fever.

1709. He receives the facrament with great fenti-

ments of piety, and prepares for death, after

having named the grand prior of Melfma, Tancred de

Sienna, to be lieutenant of the maftern:iip. Finding
himlelf a little eailer the next day, he gave brother A-
lexandsr .Albani the pone's nephew, who was after-

wards bailiiF of Armenia, the commandry of Viterbo,
that was fallen vacant by the death of Rondineili. He

infenfibly grows better, and recovers his health entire-

ly.

A STRONG report that they are ntiing out at Con^

ftantinople a fleet of 20 fuh ana's, 40 gallies, and a

great number of little vefTels, and that all thefe pre-

parations are deiigned againft Malta. The council, not

to be taken unprovided, delire i'uccours of the pope,
who immediately difpatches a tartan laden with pow*
der, and other provilions neceifary to fuftain a liege,
with T5oroldiers, and a promife to fend a more con-

fldcrable reinforcement as icon as pofllble. The com-
mander d'Alegre is fent to the king of France ; the

commander de Sannazar to Leghorn ; and the cqwx*

mander
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manclcr de Monteclau' to Genoa. They all came
back wkh conliderable forceS; and landed at Malta

with a grea number of knights who crowded from all

parts to contribute to the defence of the order. They
name tlic general oHicers ; they divide theibldiers into

leveral bodies, and muder near 1 0,000 men, all of thern

relblvcd to make a gallant defence.

After all, the mighty armament of Conllantinople,
which had made fo much noile, proves to be no more
than five fultana's, which go to join three other fhips
that came out of the ports of Tunis and Tripoli. They
are apprehenfive of a defccnton the iHe of Goza ; they

tranlport every thing thither that is necefTary to defend

5t ; and Tancred grand prior of Meffina, notwith-

ftanding his great age and infirmities, obtains the grand
mafter's leave to go over thilher. He conlults with
the commander de Langon lieutenant-general, and the

commander de Montfort governor of the iiland, about

repairing the fortifications, and puts it in a good po-
fture of defence. But the enemy, defpairing perhaps of

fucceedingin cafe they fhould aitempt to attack it, only
burnt a few little vclTels which they found upon the

coaft, and failed back to the Levant.

The grand mafter makes coniiderable additions to

the magazines which his predecclTor had built, and by
that means improves commerce, and brings plenty in-

to his dominions.

Upon the news tliat four fultana*s were put to fea

with a brigantine in order to make a deicent in Cala-

bria, the grand mafter lends out the commander de

"Flcrigny wiih a fquadron. After fome days fail they
ipy a large Ihip, wdiich they know to be the admit al

of Tripoli, commanded by the famous corfair BafTa-

Ali-Autulia-Ogli-Stamboli. He had 600 men on

board, with 56 guns and 40 p:itierero's,and was attend-

ed by a tartan of 12 guns, 50 patterero's, and 200 men,
commanded by Mahmut Ogli Caldagli, who was re-

iblved, notwithftanding the orders of his general to the

contrary, to ftand the attack of the fquadron. The
commander de Langon who was captain of the St.

James
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James, began t"he engagement wirh his cannon; the

enemy's fails took fire, and both fhips were in aflame.

The Turks, defpairing to quench it, plunge into the

(ea ; the knights fend out their long boat to their fuc-

cour, and laved 400 of them, among whom was the

rais of the admiral of Tripoli, and^o Chriftian (laves

whom they fet at liberty. The chevalier Pagani
de -Nocera and five men on board the St. John were
loft.

The grand mailer fends for corn to the Levant, and

by that means provides againft a. dearth in

1 710. Malta, whither the viceroy of Sicily hadrefuf-

ed for above a year to allow any corn to be ex-

ported as ufual.

The commander deLangon fails with the fqiiadron
of fhips towards the coaft of Barbary. He meets the

admiral of Algiers with 500 men 0:1 board, and takes

it after a long engagement, in which all the enemy's
officers were killed. This vidlory was fatal to the or-

der by the death of the commander, whofe valour and
admirable qualities occafioned his being greatly regret-
ted. His body was carried to Carthagena, and buried

under the great altar of the cathedral. The grand ma-

tter, to immortalize his memory, ordered a tomb-ftone

to be ereded in the nave of the church of St. John, on
which the following epitaph was engraved.

D. O. M.
'*' Fratri Jofepho deLangon Alvcrno, cujus vir-

*^
tutem,in ipfo tyrocinii flore maturam,Gallica2 naves

*'
fecere, Thraces ienlere, Melitenfes habuere vidlri-

'^ cem. Oranum dira obfidione cin<flum, cum unica
*'

religionis riavi, cui praecrat, onerariam ducens, pe-
^' netrata Algerii clafTe, ejufque rege tefte vel invito,
*' militem & commeatum Invexit. Generalis claflium
'*

pr-efe<5lus ad tripolitanorum prastoriam incendendam
'*

plurimo momento fuit. Laudes tamen confilio &
*' fol'titudine flbi ubique coemptas in alias continue
*' tranftulit. Suprema tandem Algerii nave fubada,
^'

acceptoque inde vulnere acerbo, vi(ftor fato ceflit,

" die
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^^ die 18 Aprllas 1 710, set. 41. E. M. M. F. D. R.
" de Pcrellos-Roccaful ad benemerentiac argnmentum,
'*

mortuo, hoc moerens pofitum voluit Ceiiotaphium, ad
** memorias pereimitatem."

Attempt of the inquifitor of Malta upon the in-

firmary of the order. The tribunal of tlie in-

qui fition had been introduced into the iCand lyir.

by pope Gregory XIll. but with ^o much ten-

dernels and caution, that they were fcarce fenfiWe of

it. The biHiop of Maha was the fiift perlbn invelled

with this commiffion Some time after, they put in an

officer of the court of Rome, but enjoined him not to

<3o any thing without the concurrence of the grand
inafter, the bifiiop, the prior of the church, and the

vice-chancellor ; and he was exprefsly retrained from

taking cognizance of any crime but that of hcre/y.

They did not at that time think of oppofing an autho-

rit)',
the exereile of which was lodged in the iirft per-

sons of the order, nor forefee that the inquifitors might
in time ** " make themielves not only independent but
**

infupportable to a body of knights defcended of the
*^ moft noble blood of Chriftendom, and whofe or-
*' der is invefted with a fovereign power over its fub"
«

jeds."

Delci, who exercifed the office of inquifitor in

171 1, after having carried his pre;enfions fo high, as

to infift that the grand mailer's coach fiiould flop when
jt met his, thought he ought not to fuffer the infirmary
of the order to continue any longer exempt from his

jurildidion. Twas the moft privileged place of the

order '', enirufted to the guard of fome French knights
who were infin'tely zealot s for their liberty, and fub-

jed to no atsthoiity but that of the grand hofpitaller.
No one elle, of what quality ibever, can enter it v/ith-

Vol. V. <^ out

* Nf°morial prefented to Lewis XIV.

_

* The very marfhal of the order cannot go into the Infirmcry,
without leaving his ftafFof comn::ind at thi. door.
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out firft leaving the marks of his dignity
Dec. 7. at the door. The officers of the inqtiifi-

tion got in by furprife, and began to

make a vifitation in form. The commander d'Avernes

de Became, overfeer of the infirmary, upon notice of

this attempt, came in great hade to oppoie it, turned

them out immediately, and entered a proteft of nullity

sgainft all they might have done in his abfence.

The grand maficr fends the grand prior Zondodaii
to Rome as embaflador of the order, to give

1712. the pope an account of the unjuft pretenfions
of the inquifitor. The overleer of the infirm-

ary goes himielf to Fi ance to reprelent the cafe to his

molt Chriftian majefty, who writes in very warm
terms to his holinefs upon that fubjcd, and engages
Iiim to difown and Hop the attempts of his deputy.
Bk other James de Noailles, cmbaflador of the or-

der in France, dies at Paris in the 59th year

Apr. 22. of his age. The bailiff de la Vieuville

fucceeds him in that quality, who makes his

entry on the 4th of December with all the ceremonies

ufed at the entry of the embaffadors of ibvereign

princes.
The commander Zondodari, embaffador extraor-

dinary at Rome, makes frefli complaints againft the in-

quifitor, for taking upon him the granting of patents
to a great number of Maltefe to exempt them from the

obedience which they o\\ed to their Ibvereign. ..

i3K.OTHER Adrian de Langon, captain of the St.

Catliarine, attacks ieven Algerine veflels, puts

1713. them to flight,andtakes one called theHalf Moon
of 40 guns, and manned with 400 men. Thirty-

fix Chriftian {laves are delivered on this occafion,
and the order lofes only feven men in the engage-
inent.

The pope writes to tbe grand mafter to engage him
to fend the galiies of the order to cruize off of the coafl

of the eccleliaflical ftate, where the corfairs of Barbary
1?/efe continually taking pri;&cs.

Thb
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• The commander de Langon chaics an Alcrerine cor-

fiirof 56 guns and ^oo men, comes up with

him offof the iflts d'HiercS; flioots all his maits i 7 1 4.

by the board in an engagement of fix hours,
and finks him when he could not prevail upon him to

ftrike. They could lave no more than two Chrifl:*a;is

»nd fix Turks of all the crew.

.• Another (hip of Barbary taken, in which they
made 95 flaves. Death of the bailiff de la Vieuvill^

cmbalTador of the order in France. The bailiff de
Mefmcs fucceeds him in his poll.
The great preparations made at Conftantinople give

t+sem an alarm at Malta. The grand maiU-r writes to

all the knights to be in a readinds to (^t out upon th-i

fit'il orders jfor that purpoi'e repairs all the fortification^,

and pro(/ides all things neceffary for the defence of the

illand.

The kt-jights difperfed over the feveral parts of Eu-

rope begin to rendezvous in order to fet our. Some,
whole advanced age would not fuffer them to under-

^take fuch a journey, remit the revenues of their coni-

mandries to the grand mafter, in order to their being

employed in the defence of Malta; and others, though
diiabled from afting by their great age and infirmi-

ties, are refolved to go and afllllat leaft with their ad-

vice.

The French knights, not excepting the novices,
. ilgnalize their zeal in taking up confi Jerable

fums on their own credit, which they lay out 1715.
in buying a great quantity of arms and all

kinds of ammunition. They lend this fupply to Malta,
and agree to follow foon after. The grand malter in

the mean time takes 150,000 crowns.out of the trcafury,
and borrows a larger fum in his own name, employing
it all in fetching from different places every thing that

was necelTary to make a vigorous defence : he gets.
a reinforcement of troops and gallies from the pope,
and obtains leave to raife men in the ccclefiaiVicai

ftate.

0,2 Whilst
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Whi LST all thefe preparations were making at Mal-

ta to oppole the enemy, an unknown pertbh ofa hand-

ibme afpe^l came to offer his iervice to the grand raa-

fter in quality of an engineer. His offers were the

more readily accepted as he feemed to be well skilled

in fortifications. Some knights were appointed to

fhew him all the works, particularly thofe of laValette,

r.pon which he gave them leveral good hints, and a

great idea of his capacity. Two days after he was

liawn, and whatever learch was made after him, they
could never find him. They m.ade no queflion but he
"was a fpy fent by the Turks to obi'erve the condition

of the ifland. This adventure made the grand mafter

think of (ending fome perlbn on whom he could de-

pend to Coni1:antinople, in order to get a more perfedl
account of the grand feignior's deligns. Andrew Veran,
of the town of Aries, who had lived a long time at

Malta, offered himfelf for this commifTion, and accord-

ingly fet out with a vefTel laden with merchandize un-

der pretence of trading in the Levant. He firfl landed

at Napoli di Romania the capital of the Morea, where

he met wiih the captain-general of the republic of Ve*

nice. He learned from him, that theTurkifh armament

was increafing every day, but that it feemed to be de-

figned only againft the Venetians. Sailing from thence

to the Dardanelles^ he was informed that the infidels,

had declared war againfl the flate of Venice. He ar-

rived at Conflaniinople where he faw the count des Al-

leurs the French embaflador, who took him under his

protedtion, and gave him an exa(5l account of all the

defigns of the porte.

In the meantime the knights were arriving at Malta

from all quarters, none of them failing to bring fome

fuccour along with them. They fitted out a naval

force, and the lljuadron of the order joined that of

the pope, that they might be enabled to meet the Otto-

man fleet. Veran returned back to Malta ; aiTd,by the

account he gave of the motions of the Turkilh army,

they found that either the grand leignior had no deiiga

upon that iiknd, or, which was more probable^ that he

had
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hr.d altere.l his mcafures upon the advice he had receiv-

ed of the good condhionit was put i a by the p/and ma-

iler's care, and the vaft refort of knights thither froai

all parts.

The republic of Venice dcfircs fuccours from the

grand mader agalnft the Turks. The order

lends them five men of war and fome gallies, 1716.

which give chace to three corlairs of Barbaiy,
and take one of 54 guns with jco men on board : they

bring it to Malta with four faicks iaden with all ibrts

ofprovifions.
Disputes between the commanding officers of the

auxiliary fquadrons. The pope puts an end to them by

giving the commodore of the Malteiei(]uadron the title

of his lieutenant-general.
The fquadron of the- order takes feveral Turkifli

fliips
laden with merchandize, and carries them to Cor-

fu, where the chevalier de Langon. who commanded
the pope's iijuadron, gains feveral advantages over the

infidels.

The fnips of the order, with a reinforcement of

two frigates and (bme light vefTels, put to

fea again to join the allies. A Maltefe privateer 1 7 1 7*

finks a large TurkiHi fhip and laves part of the

crew.

x\ SEA engagement between the auxiliary troops and

the Turks near the ifle of Stags. The inndjls, whofe

(hips fuffered a great deal, fly away after having can-

nonaded one another for two hours together. The

auxiliary troops came off without lofs. T!ie bailiff dc

Bellefontaine, who commanded the fleet, fignaiized him-

felf in an extraordinary manner all this campaign, and

was received at his return by the grand mailer with the

higheft marks of diftinctlon.

The ftjuad.on puts to lea again, reinforced with the

St. John man or war of 70 guns, and goes

tc^join the Venetian fleet. 1 he Turkn grow I7i8»
iefs eager to carry on the war, and the Chrifli-

an armada finds few opportunities of fignalizing it [al?

this campaign.

Ct3 The
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The pope gives the crofs of Malta to the king of
Poland's natural fon. The fquadron of the

ryiP' order make a conliderable prize in the Archi-

pelago, where they take two gallies richly la-

den from Conflantinople, on one ofwhich the bafhaof
Romeiia with all his family was going to Napoli di

Romania.
The chevalier Fraguier, firfl enfign of the grand

inafler's company of guards, brings his mofl Chriflian

majell'y a prefent of birds of prey, a prefent which
the grand mafters are ufed to make to the king of
France.

The chevalier d'Orleans takes the oaths before the

king for the grand priory of France, which

1720. was vacant upon the voluntary refignation of

the grand prior de Vendome.
The grand niafler Raimond Perellos de Rocaful,

being worn out with his great age, and a fit of ficknefs,

which had been upon him upwards of a year, dies

after a reign of 22 years. He diitinguifhed himfelf by
liis

liberality to fuch families as had been ruined by
the inlidels ; made confiderable improvements in the

fortifications ofthe illand,and omitted nothing he thought
might any way contribute to iupport the luftre and glory
of his order.

The eledors being aflembled with the ufual cere-

monies, chule the bailiff Marc An-
IVIarc An- tonic Zondodari for their grand
ToNioZOxM- mafter. He was a native of Sienna, and

PODARI. highly worthy of the mafterfiiip on ac-

count of his perfonal merit and his illu-

ftiious birth. Tjic rejoicings made on this occafion

are heightened by the taking of two large corfairs of

Barbary, which were brought at the fame time into the

harbour. This fuccels is fbon after followed by the

taking of the admiral of Algiers, a
ftiip of3o guns, and

5C0 men on board.

The bailiff RufFo is made general of the gallies of

the order. The grand mafter obtains a brief from the

pope, to oblige all fuch knights as had upwards of

300 1.
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500 1. annual income, to maintain every one a foldier

at his own expence for the fecurity of the iiland ; bat

it does not appear that this brief was ever put in exe-

cution. *

The fquadron which the grand mafter had granted
the Icing of Spain to guard his coalls, puts to

lea under the command of the bailiff de Lan- 172 1,

gron, and chafes a galliot of liarbary that was

cruifmg off of the coall of Sardinia. They cannot

eome up with her, but take a pink which flie had

made a prize of a little before. The St. John man of

war, of which the commodore was on board, meets,
ibme days afterwards, with an Algerine vellel of 40

guns, comes up with her, and takes her after an hour's

engagement. Twenty Chriftian Haves were delivered,
and 260 infidels made flaves. A few days after, they
meet the fquadron of Tunis, confiding ofthe admiral,

the Patrone, and the Porcupine. The two firft get off

in the night, after a long and finart engagement ; but

the Porcupine was forced to ftrike, after having Hood
it out againll all the five till ten at night. They deli-

ver thirty- two Chriftians, v/ho were (laves in this fhip.
This fuccefs, which was owing to the valour of captain

Algonis de la Grois, cafts fuch a terror over all the

coail of Barbary, that no corfair dares ftir out to

cruife.

Don Carlo Conti, prince of Poli, nephew to the

pope, receives the crofs of the order from the

hands of cardinal Pamphileo, grand prior of
722»

Rome.
The grand m after, who had been attacked for up-

wards of fix months with a kind of gangrene in his

bowels, dies on the 16th of June, at the age of 63
years 7 months and i 5 days. This prince, who was

highly cftimable for his fingular piety, took great
care to fortify the iiland, was exceeding charitable,
maintained a regularity of dilcipline in his order, as

much by his exampleus his authority, and wanted no-

thing but a longer reign to anfwer in every reljpedl the

great hopes conceived of hira.

Bro-
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Brother don Raimond d'Efpong, bailiff of Ne-

gropont, lieutenant of the maftcrfhip, calls the coun-

cil together; and, after the ufual ceremonies, the elec-

tors agreed unanimoufly in the

d'Anthony Em a- choice of d'Anthony Emanuel
NUEL DE ViLHE- de Viihcna, a Portugueie, of

NA. the language of Caftile, to be

their grand mafter. His birth,

his perfbnal virtues, and his perfect knowledge of the

rules and maxims of the order, made him truly wor-

thy of this promotion. He had paffed through all the

dignities of the order, and didinguifhed himfeifiii

them all. He had hardly finifned his caravans when
he was made captain of the admiral galley, and was
wounded in an engagement with two Tripoli fiiips,

which general Antonio Correa de Soufa took in 1680.

Four years after he was made captain of one of the men
of war, which the order fent to afnil: the Venetians ia

the conaueft of the Morea. Thev made him fuccef-

lively major, and then colonel of the country militia.

In 1692 he had the command of the §th galley, and

the year following that of the St. Anthotw. He was

made great crofs of grace in 1696, commiifary of the

navy two years afterwards, and commiflary of war in

i 70 1 . The dignity of great chancellor of the order

was conferred upon him in i 71 3. He quitted it thres

years after to take that of bailiff d'Acre ; was chofe

one of the 2 i electors for the eleftion of the grand
mafter Zondodari, and the fame year was made pro-

curator of the treafury. Thele leveral pofts, in all of

which he behaved himfelf to the infinite fatisfadion of

the order in general, were fo many fteps to raifc him

to the mafterfhip.
The new grand mafler's firft care was to put the

ifland in a ftate of defence againft the invafion with

which the Turks ftill threatened it. He built fort Em-
manuel on the little ifle of Maria-moulTet, which the

infidels might have eafily feized on, and would there-

by have greatly facilitated their fuccefs. He likeways
ordered
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ordered all fuch knights as were 19 years of age 10 re-

pair to him.

The grand icignior's great preparations againft the

order were made at the inllance of a flave, called Hali,
whom Mahomet Eiicndi, his embafTador in France,
had redeemed as he pafTed by Malta. This flave, who
was beloved by the knights, and in favour with the

grand mailer, had. lerved in the navy, and had been

for ten years iman or chief of the Turkifii (laves that

were at Malta. U-pon his return to Conftantinople, he

gave the mlnillers of the porta an account of the forces

of the order, and perlliaded them tliat it would be an

eaiy matter to lurprife the ifland, by the help of tho'e

flaves, who were ever prepared for a revolt, and were

more in number than the inhabitants : that in order to

fucceed in their attempt, they needed only fit out a

fquadron of ten fnips, and appear v/ith it before Mal-

ta, where the flaves would infallibly take arms, and

their infurrection crown them with fuccefs.

The projed pleafed the grand vizier. Accordingly
commodore Abdi Capitan put to fea with ten fhips :

Hali embarked likeways with a captain's commiflion,
when they came and prelented themfeives before Mal-
ta. But the wife precautions the grand mafter had ta»

ken rendered the executing of their defign impratfli-

cable. They retired after a few broadlides, and Abdi

Capitan fent the grand mailer the following letter :

'* The firft man of the ifle of Malta, the heads of
^' his council, and chiefs of the languages of France,
** of Venice, and other nations that adore the Meflias,
*^ are advertiied by this letter, that we have been ex-
*'

preftly lent by the grand ieignior, tlie mafter of the
"

univerie, and refuge of the world, to order them to
*'^ deliver up to us all fuch flaves as are under their
'^ miierable government, that they may be prefented
*^ before his ilipreme and augull throne. This is his
*'

pleafure, and his defign in tending us with this fqua-
*' dron. If you fail to obey, dreadful punifliments
'^ will make you repent your fault. Send your anfwer
'' to Tunis."

This
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This ftile, fo
agreeable

to the pride of the grand

fcignior's officers, aid not however hinder the grand
mader from anfvvering the letter, in hopes that it

might be of ufe in procuring the deliverance of fomc-

Chriftian flaves. The tenor ai his letter, which was
wrote with politenels and dignity, was as follows :

**^ That the defign of his order was not to fcour the
*' feas in the view only of making flaves, but to cruifc
** with their

(liips forfecuring the liberty of the feas to
*'

all ChrilVian veiTrls ; that they attacked fuch only as
*' difturbed commerce, and who deferved to be made
'^

flaves for endeavouring to make the Chriilians fo:
** that they had nothing (q mwch at heart as the deli-
**

very of iuch of thtirs as were in flavery, and that iF
** his highnefs wasS in the fame difpofition, they were
'*

ready to enter into a treaty for rcftojingthe flaves
" on both fides to their liberty, either by way of ex-
**

change or ranfom,as was generally pradifed among
**

princes ; and that if his highnefs would let theni
" know his intentions, they fhould not be wanting
** on their part to fecond them."

This anfwer was diredled to the marquifs of Bonac,
the French embafTador at Conitantinoplc, with

1723. a defire that he would deliver it to any mini-

flier of theporte whom he fhould judge proper.
The French embafTador, jtidging, by the contents of
the letter, and the delicacy with which it was wrote,
that the grand mafler's dcfign was not fo much to aii»

Iwer the commodore of a fqiiadron, as to communicate
his intentions to the grand feignior himfelf by his flrlt

minifter, fent it to the grand vilier. Some days after

he fpoke to him about it, and was agreeably furprifed
to find him difpofed not only to make an exchange of

Haves, but to enter into a treaty of peace with the order

of Malta. The marquiis of Bonac, perfuaded that fuch

a peace would be of great advantage to all Chriflen-

dom in general, as well as to the order in particular,

laboured at it with great application, and prevailed fb

£ir with the grand vizier, whom he had wrought up»
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on by his probity and finccrity, more than by the fu-

periority of his genius, that all the articles which he

propoic'd were agreed to. This being done, he (cnt

them to the grand mafter, and wrote to the court of

France, upon the fame fubjeft, which, after a mature

examination, fent him orders to continue his endea-

vours to bring the affair to a happy concluiion.

The grand matter had the propofals of the porte ex-

amined, and fent his obfcrvations on them to M. de

Bonac. They chole rather to make a limited truce

than a peace ; they took all the necellary precautions
to keep the order from all manner of ftain or reproach,
and the grand vizier agreed to evei y thing. The ar-

ticles ftipulated between them were,

1. That the flaves rtiouId be exchanged on both

fides, and that if there fhould be more on one (idc

than on the other, the fupernum.erary ones fliould be

delivered at the rate of lOO pieces of eight per head.

2. That this exchange fhould extend no further

than to fuch flaves only as had been taken by the fhips
of the Makefe and the grand feignior.

3. That the truce fiiould continue for 20 years,
tit the expiration of which time, they might treat for

another.

4. That the republics of Africa fhould not be com-

prehended in the treaty, and that the porte fliould not

give them any fuccour, either diredly or indiredly, a-

gainft Malta.

5. That the Maltefe fhould have the fame privi-

leges as the French in all the grand feignior 's domini-

ons.

6. That the treaty fhould be null, whenever any
Chriftian prince fhould be at war with tlie porte.
The news of this treaty was received at Conftanti-

nople with great applaufe. But the captain bafha, re-

lenting that an affair v/hich related to the fea fliould

be treated without firfl confulting him, engaged all the

lea officers to oppofe it. They carried their point fo

far as to make the grand vizier change his note, who,
feeing
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feeing their univerfal difcontent, did not care to carry
the negotiation further. However, he told the mar-

quifs ofBonac, that he had not changed his views,
and that it would be an eafy matter to bring that affair

on foot again, by only taking certain meafures to gain
thcconfent of the Tea officers, whofe own intereft would

infallibly oblige them to give into the fcheme.

During this negotiation, the account of which I

though, if would not be proper to interrupt, the grand
mafter, upon advice that a Tunis man of war wascruif-

ing in company with a tartan, between the ides of

Miritimo and Panteleria, and had taken two barks,

viz. one ofS'cily, and the other of Genoa, lent the St.

John man of war, and a frigate, to look out for them.

They meet the coriairs, who purfue them for fome

time to reconnoitre them, but afterwards think fit to

ftand off, and endeavour to get from them. The Mal-

tefe frigate comes up with the fliip; and, afrer exchang-

ing broadfides for four hours together, forces it to

ftrike. This (hip was an e.Kcellent failer, and had been

given by the grand (eignior to the bay of Tripoli, who
had made her his patronne. She was mounted with

48 guns, and 14 brafs pattereroes, with 400 men on

board, of which no more than 267 Turks furvived..

Three and thirty Chriflian flaves recover iheir liberty

on this occafion. This important vidory was owing
to the valour of the chevalier de Chambray who com-

manded the frigate. The St. John man of war purfu-
ed the tartan and took it, and both the prizes were

brought to Malta.

Pope benedift XIII. is defirous of giving the grand
mafter and the order of Malta a diflinguifhing

' ^' mark ofhisaffedion. He difpatches a gentle-
man of his bed-chamber to Malta, to prelent that prince
with a long rapier,* and a helmet which he had confe-

crated

* The rapier Is a filver fword gilt, about five foot long. The
helmet is a kind of cap of pi r It velvet, embroidered with gold,
and embellifoed with an holy ghoft of pearls.
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crated atChriftmas with great folemnity. The prefcnt
is received with all pofTible acknowledgements by the

grand mafter, who conliders it as a new motive to fig-

<iiaHze himlelf more and more in the pra6tice of all the

virtues which have ib juftly gained him the refpeffl of
his brother knights, the friendfliip of the princes of

.Europe, and the paternal tendernefs of his holiaeis.

V^OL. V-



A

DISSERTATION
UPON THE

Ancient and Modern Government

O F T H E

Pvcligious and Military Oc^der

O F

St. J O H N of J E R U S A L E M.

THOUGH
an liiftory of this order ought natu-

rally to give an account of the firft conllitutions,

ftatules, and orighial form of its government, yet a fe-

ries of time, and a variety of coujunclures, have inlenfi-

bly occafioned changes therein, which are unavoidable

in the condition ofhuman nature; and it would betray

a grofs ignorance of the inconftlncy and weaknels of

mankind, to offer to judge of the preient conftitutioii

of a ftate by its ancient cuftoms, and the pra(5lice ofthe

Hift ages after its eftablifliment.

This confideration determined mc, for the entire

fatisfadion af the reader, to annex, at the end of this

work, a particular difcourfe upon the prefent ftate of

the order of Malta. 1 fliall firft treat of the ieveral

clajTes into which the order is divided. My next en-

quiry fhall.be into the proofs of noble de.'cnt that arc

required in order to be admitted into the firft clafs. Af-

lerwaids ftiall follow a particular account of the nature

of
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of the comniandries, and the qnalities rcqulfitc to be

intitled to them. From thence I fluill pais to the dig-
nities which-give a right of fitting; either in the gene-
ral chapter, or in the council, and ihall add, at the end

of this article, a lift of the principal otiices of ihe or-

der, aud of the perfons that have the right of nomina-

tion to tliem : and this treatiie will conclude with the

form oblerved in the eledion of the grand mafter, a

dignity of a lingular nature, which, whofbever is In-

vefted with enjoys an entire Ibvercignity, and all the

royalties of a prince over the tecular inhabuants at the

fame time that, with regarti to the knight, he is con-

fidctcd only as {he head u«d iup<^}ioro* a religious
and

military rcpuhiic.
Thk churcii has in its bofomvarioas orders of religi*

ous, who, withoatexei'ciiir.g the fame fuiidjons, 4iave all

of them their particular merit in the fight ofGod > and

who, by their variety, conn ibuie, each in his rclpei^ive

way, to the ornament and beauty of the church. Some

lequeftring theniieives voluniaiily from the converiati-

on of mankind, buried as it were in folJtade, and

wrapped up in their own \ irtue, ipend their days in the

contemplation of eternal truchs. Others more conver-

(iiut in the world apply themrelves chiefly to the in-

llrudion of their neighbour, and contribute to the

eafmg the care of paftors, when called into their al-

fjftance in the ecclehaitical miniitry. There are fomc

fo enflamed with zeal for the converlion of infidels,

that they go to the fartheft parts of the earth to preach
the gofpeL The fame zeal, but a<fted by a charity of

another kind, made a body of gentry, fbme ages ago,
take up arms to preferve theChriftians from being made
ilaves by the Mahometans and infidels ; and it is of

the form of government of this lail kind of religious,
whoie hiftory I have juft concluded, that I am going
to give an account of in this place.

%^ ^.R-
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ARTICLE!.
Of the fsveral claffes of religious in the order of St,

John,

TH E hofpitallers, confidered merely as religious,
are divided into three clafTes, all of them diffe-

rent from one another, with rerpe<5lto birth, and rank,
and fLin<5tions. The firft clafs confifts of thofe whom
they call knights of juftice, i. e. as the formulary of'

their profeflion exprelTes it, fuch, the ancient nobility
of whofe defcent merits their being admitted to that

degree of honour ; and none but thefe are qualified to-

be advanced to the dignities of baUiffs and priors, whom
they call grand croifes, or to that of grand mifter.

Time, which is too frequently the author of abufes and'

irregularities, has introduced a pradlice of admitting
other perfons into the rank of knights of juftice, who
are not qualified like them, and who are called knights-

ofgi'ace; they being fuch as being defcended of fa-

thers ofnoble extradion, but of mothers of ignoble or

plebeian birth, have endeavoured to throw a veil over

this notorious defedt by a papal difpenfation.
The fecond clafs comprehends the religious who'

are chaplains, and belonging in that capacity to the

metropolitan church of St.John, where they perform
divine lervice. Out of this body they generally take

their chaplains, both for the great ho(pital of Malta,
and for the fhips and gallies of the order ; and they
exercife the fame function in the grand mafter's cha-

pel. Notwithftanding that, in all the dates of Chri-

flendom, the clergy have the firft rank, on account of

the dignity of their miniftry, ncverthelels the knights,
th )ugh but mere laymen, take place of the priefts, and

have all the authority in their hands j

*'

quia omnis
*^

poteftas refidet in primatibus.'* We do not find any
'

inftance of the like government, but among the bro-

thers of the charity, another order of hofpitallers,

where the religious, who are priefts and minifters at

the



Government cfMalta. 207

the altar, are Co far fro?n having any fliare in the go-

vernment, that they ai'c entirely dependent on luperi-

ors who are meer laymen.
What they call the third clafs comprehends the

fcrvlng brothers oF arms, a body of religious, who,
without being either priefts or knights, are neverthe-

lefs obliged^ whether they are in the field, or in the

infirmary, to feive under the orders of the knights, and,
like them, make four caravans of fix months each on

board the fhips of the order. This body of half

knights, if we may give them that name, was fDrmer-

ly very numerous and confiderable, and did great ler-

vices to the order. There were I'keways of old a

certain number of commandries defigned for them,
which the chaplains and the ierving brothers of arms

ftill enjoy in common at this day, they tailing either

to the one or the other according to their feniority.

But for Ibme years paft, the ntmiber of Ierving brorliers

of arms is very much Icflened, and a decree has been

made to fulpend the admitting of any more till further

orders.

I PASS over the priefts of obedience, who, without

being obliged ever to go to Malta, receive the religi-

ous habit, make their vows in form, and are afterwards

fixed in the particular fervice of fome church of the

order, under the authority of a grand prior, or a com-

mander. There are ftill at Malta Ibme Ierving bro-

thers de ftage, a kind of vaftals employed in the mean-

eft offices of the convent and hoipitals •,
details of Co

little conlequence that I do not think it proper to

trouble the reader with them. But this account would
be imperfect if I did not fpeak of the religious dames

of this order, of which there are leveral nunneries in

France, Italy, and Spain. Theie nuns, before they can be

received, are obliged to give the i'ame proofs of their

noble delcent as the knights of juftice : there are even

fome fainous nunneries, as that of Sixene in z'^rragon,

and Dalgoveira in Catalonia, in which the proofs of

R 3 gentili-
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gentility/ which would be allowed of for the recep*
tion of a knight, would not yet be fuflicient for a nun
of the choir; and in thofe two houfes they infill on
fuch a purity and antiquity of gentility in a lady who
offers herlelf, that it exceeds the degrees which the'

ftatutes require for the receptloa of the knights of

juftice.

ARTICLE IT.

Ofthe reception ofthe brother hilghts^

IF
we take the word chevalerie or chivalry, in the

general notion that firft prcfents itfelf, it is aprofef-

lion of fcrving on horfeback in war, which, among
mod nations, has been always a mark of gentility, to

diftinguifh perfons of a noble extraction from thofe of

a plebeian birth. The quality of chevalier or knight
was in the middle age confined to fuch noble peribns,

as either before or after an engagement, had deferved

to receive the order of chivalry ot Jcnighthood from

their general, as a teftiraony and recompence of their

valour : and it was generally conferred in the field, by
the general's giving them a kifs, and girding a fword

about them. But this honourable diftinftion was never

granted but to martial men, deicended from antient

knights, and of a military extradion, *'ad militarem
*' honorem," fays the emperor Frederic II.

" nuUus ac-

*' cedat, qui non fit de gcnerc miiitum." Here arc

two kinds of knighthood, the one entirely of deicent,
'*

genus militare ;" the other meerlyperfbnal, '^militaris

** honos." TheodoreHsepinglpeaks of this latter knight-

hood, which is to be acquired only by a man's ov/ii

valour, when be fays, that no body is born a kn'ght :

*' nemo eques nafcitur, led per habentem potedatem
<*'

folit a flib formula." So Peter dc la Vigne, in his

life of the emperor Frederic, above mentioned, fays
cx-

* N. E. The word gentility, which is rrsade u'e of in feveral

places in the tranilation^ h, in the oiiginal, nolkfTe or nobility.
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exprefsly,
" licet generis iiobilitas in pofteros deri-

**
vetur, non tamen equeftris dignitas." To prevent

confounding thefc two kinds of knighthood, tiie one

which a man derives meerly from his anceflors, and

the other, which he acquires only by his own warlike

exploits, fome hirtorians of the middle age have em-

ployed the term (u)ilites) to fignify kniglits who were

anceftors of the perfon they (peak of, and iife that of

(eques) only to diflinguifh the perfon who ac^tually has

received the order of knighthood.
The knights of St. John of Jerufalem, in their mi-

litary inftitution, keptllridly to this ufage. All the

remains we have in France, and in the regifters of the

priories of the three languages of this nation, of the

names of the old knights of that order, (hew plainly
that they were all delcended from warlike anceftors and

gentlemen both by name and the arms they bore. But

as in proceis of time different curtoms arofe, and that

every nation fancied they had a right to determine, and
even extend the nature of gentility, as well as Iik the

proofs of it, the chief magiilracies,and ieveral civil of-

ficers, have obtained in France and Italy the fame ad-

vantages as a gentility wholly military, io that in thofc

two nations they actually receive peribns for knights
who would be refufed in Germany. This obliges me ,

to enter into a detail of the different proofs which are re-

quired in moft of the languages .to ihew the
nobility of

all fuch prelentees as offer themielves to be admitted

into the order in quality of knights of juftice : and as

the kingdom of France alone comprehends three lan-

guages*, and confequently furnifhes more knights
than any other country, I fhall give a fhort account of
the different rules which they have obferved at differ-

times in the reception of the knights.
If we may give credit toperfonswhoare well skilled

in heraldry, the ufc of coats of arms is derived from
the crufades. So many crolfes of different

figures, as

we fee in the efcutchfons of the ancient gentry are a

fufficient proof of this facl: and the colours; the ena-

jnels,

^ Provence, Auvtrgne, France,
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mels, the vaire, and the contrevaire that we meet there,
owe their original to the furs which thofe warriors ui-

ed for an ornament to their coats of arms. The gene-

rality of them went to the holy land on purpofe to re-

ceive the order of knighthood; and they thought them-
felvcs more than recompenfedfor the perils and fatigues
of lb long a voyage, if in any battle fought againit the

infidels, they had but received the kifs from a prince
or general and been dubbed a knight. The miruary
order, whole hiftorv I have been writincr, was found-

cd upon the fame princ'^ile, and formed upon the fame
model. They admitted none for knights but fuch as

before their entrance into the order, had either thcm-
felves been graced with that title, or who were at leaft

defcendcd of ancient knights : fo that we may look up-
on this part of the order of St. John, as a crufade com-

pofed entirely ofgentry. Anciently Jerufalem and the

holy land were the t)nly places where jhey received all'?

fuch knights as dedicated themfelves to this holy order'!

of knighthood. We find, that gentlemen lent their
:

fons thither very young to be brought up in the head
convent of the order, in hopes that they would be there

formed alike for piety, and the art of war; but they
never received thefe young gentlemen, unlefs they

brought with them an authentic teitimony of their noble'

extradion, attefted by the priors of the country where-

they were bom : and before their letting out, thefe'

priors were likev/iie to give them letters of recommend*

ation, and a promife that they (ho aid receive the ha-

bits of the order, and be admitted to make their vows,
as loon as ever they came to the ftatutable age for

being made knights, which among the feculars was
fettled at the twentieth year.

" NjIIus" fays a (la-

tute of the order made in II 44,
** ex hofpitali miles'

"
fieri requirat, nili, antequam habitum religionis af-

'<
fumeret, extiterit eipromifTum: et tunc quando in

*' ilia erit conftitutus astate, in qua fascularis officii
'* miles pofTit fieri : nihiiominus tamen filii nobilium in

[^
dome hofpitali Dutriti, eum ad jetatem militarein i

**
per-
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''
pervenerint de. voluntate magiftri & prasceptoris,

'* & de confilio fVatrum poteriint militia infignin."

We have already oblervcd, that the young knights

were at firft received in no other place but at the head

convent oFthe order ; but the recruits they wanted to

fupply the place of fuch as were continually lofing their

lives in fighting againll the infidels, obliged the chap-

ters and Ilipreme councils of the order to confent, that

^they might, after the proofs of their gentility had been

cxamine«l, give the habit to novicesinthe grand priories

on this fide the fea ; and as the ill pra6tice of contract-

ing unequal marriages with women of mean birth and

'condition, had not yet crept into noble families^ all the

« atteftations of the gentility of the prefentee went no

farther than the mentioning his father and mother's

name, who were juftly fuppofed to be dcfcended of

gentlemen by name as well as arms. A proof of this

maybe Icen in the lift that will be given at the end of

this difcourffc-jwhenit wilfappear, that in i 3 5 5, the date

where the oldeft regiflers of the grand priory of France

begin, they never received any body but gentlemen
whole names and families were known, and even di-

ftinguiflied in their feveral provinces.
But this very gentry, which till that time had pre-

lerved itlelfunlliliied, being reduced to narrow circum-

{lances by expences that are unavoidable in war, was

ibon forced for their iupport, to proftttute as it were

their noble blood by contracting marriages below them:

and lords and gentlemen by name as well as arms, be-

gan to debafe themfelves in marrying rich plebeians.
The fear, left thefe unequal matches fhould bring the

' order in contempt by the reception of knights defcend-

of them, engaged the whole body to make a regulati-

on, requiring that an authentic inftrument (liould be

drawn up in writing with legal proofs, to (hew the le-

gitimacy and delccnt of the per(bn pre(ented ; and the

like proofs were to be produced with rcCpc^t to his fa-

ther, mother, grandfather, grandmother, great grand-
-father and great grand mother, for upwards of an

hundred years, with a bla2;on of thcfe eight quai ters

annexed
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annexed to4:lie inftrument ; and the perfon prefenteJ,
was likewife to prove iliac his great grandfathers had

been generally reputed gentlemen of name as well as

srms. This lail article of the Itatute is {ill! in force

at this day, or is at kaft kept up in the form of the in-

ftrument. But the proofof this laft qualification recjuir-

ed widi refpe<5l to the great grandfathers does not I^em

to be very eafy to be given in France, by knfghts who
have no other ftem from whence they can derive their

geniiliiy, but a petty fecretary of the king's *, a gentle-
man of the town-hail, a mayor or alderman of fomeoF

. thofe towns whit h cntirle their rnapjiicrates to the rank

of gentlemen : and J cannot pollibiy comprehend how
a man, who has no other iburce of his gentility bur one

of theie offices, which after all conv^ey it no lower than

agrandicn, can be employed in a genealogy in the proofs
of a great grandfather as if he -was a gentleman by name
as well as arms ; liow he can pafs for a gentleman of

ancient race who flopped by dint of money only the

plebeian blood that was creeping in his veins, and
who was never leen to draw his (word in the fervice

of his country. Nor is it lefs difficult to account for,

how the quality required in a grand father of being a

gentleman by rJame as well as arms, can fomctimes be

applied to a tradefman who is ennobled by an office in

the law, without giviiig ^n unnatural and forced inter-

pretoiion to that title, and it is very extraordinary to

pretend, that a magUlrate's robe ought to be put up-
on the lame level with a wan ior's coat of arms, and

to annex, the privileges of true nobility to that robe.

However, notwithftanding this difficulty, which

after all ariles only from an unwillingnels to alter any

thing in the old ilile of the tiatutes, we muft needs own
that they are very exad and ftricl with reiped to the

proofs which they require of gentility for the eight

quarters of the prefentce. Theie proofs mufl; be tclli-

monial, literal, local and lecret, which it will i>e

proper for us to explain in a more particular man-
ner.

The.
* \J:\ noble de la clcolie.
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The firfl proof is called teftiinonial, becaufc it arilts

from the teiliinony of four penbns of noble extradtlon,
who ouglit to be gentlemen of name as well as arms.

The commifTioners, who arc generally old command-

ers, make them take a (blemn oath to fpeak the truth,

and likewiie interrogate them leparately. If there he

any thing that can makethis kind of proof fafpcclcd iris,

that in France, the pertbn preiented, or his relations,

generally provide thele witneiTes.

The lecond proof is called literal, becaufe it is

taken from writings, deeds, contradls, acknowledge-
ments of tenures, and furveys which the perfon preient-
ed produces : upon which it may be proper to obierve,
that though marriage, writings, and wills are neceffary
to a full proof of the delcent and ilatutablenels of the

peribu preiented, yet thefh kind of writings are not fuf-

cient to prove his gentility, by reaibn of the opportu-

nity notaries have of furni filing the parties contradtlng
with any titles and qualities which they pleaie to be-

ftow on themlelves, without ever examining whether

they are really due to rhem or not. But in defcdt of

thefe writings, wliicli amount to no more than a bare

declaration, without any legal proof, they have re-

courfe to the parRtion of lands of a noble tenure, to

deeds of guardianfliip, to grants of the wardiliip of
lands held in capite, to adls of fealty and homage, to

acknowledgements of vafTalage and furveys, to com-

miffions, warrants, and grants of pofts and dignities
that either imply gentility, or entitle a irian to it, to

fummons for attending the king in the field, and
laltly,

to monuments, epitaphs, coats of arms, glais-Vv'indows,
and ancient ele-utcheons in churches.

The third proof is called local, becau(e the com-
inifnoners are obliged to go to the very place of the

perfon's nativity, and when they are defirous of being
cxa6t, they ought to go likewise into the country from
whence this family came originally, and to the vtry

jplace whence thefe his anceftors came who he pretends
were gentlemen by name as well as arms ; or, if this

'place is very remote; and lies in another priory, to
' fend
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fend to tlic prior of that diilridl to make the enquines,
and take the examhiations neceffary in this cafe.

The fourth kind of proof is derived from a fecret

enquiry, which the commiflioners make unknown to

the perfon prefented. They do not inlift, that the wit-

nefTes (hould be gentlemen like the four firil ; in this

choice, regard is only had to their probity. When thefe

four kinds of proofs appear to be fubHantial, and con-

fident with one another, the commiflioners draw up
an inftrument in form containing an account of them,
which is carried to the chapter of the priory ; from

thence it
pajffes

into the hands of two new commifli-

oners, who examine whether all the rules prefcribed

by the (latutes have been exadly obferved in thefe in-

formations ; and when it appears that nothing has

been omitted, this inftrument with its proofs, and the

blazon of the eight quarters, is fent to Malta, from

whence there comes a warrant to give the habit of the

order to the prefentee.
We have already obferved,

that with regard to the three languages ofthe kingdom
of France, viz. Provence, Auvergne, and France, the

Hatutes and the prcfent praflice require that the pre-

fentee prove his great grandfathers by the father and

mother'slfide were gentlemen by naitffe as well as arms ;

which forms, as was before obferved, the eight quar-
ters of gentility.

In the language of Italy they are obliged to produce
no more than four quarters : but every one of thefe, .

viz. that of the father and mother, and that of the

grand mother by the father and mother's fide, muft

have a known gentility of 200 years, and it muft be

proved that every one of thefe four families have had

the quality of gentlemen for 200 years pad. In like

manner they require only the blazon and the arms of

thefe four families, without going, as they do in France,

{b far upwards as the great grandmother. W^e muft

likewife obferve with regard to the language of Italy,

that in the commonwealths of Genoa and Lucca, and

the grand duke's territories, traffic, and the trade of

bank'ng, are not any way derogatory to a perfon as in the

other
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-ether pviorles of the fam language, and in all the o-

ther languages of the ortLr. We are told that they
are not a jot more Icrupulous upon this article at Rome
and all over the pope's dominions, than they are at Ge-
noa and Florence ; upon which the following refledi-

on may very well be made, viz. that this is making
knights of a very bafe allay.

With regard to the languages of Arragon and CaC-

tile, the candidate is fiift to prefent the names of his

four quarters, i. e. of his father and mother, and his

grandmothers both by the fjither and mother's lidc,

and to exprefs in his petition the places from whence
iheie four families originally came : whereupon the

chapter of the priory to which he applies himfelf dif-

patch fome commiflioners fecretly to go upon the Ipot,

and inform themfelves whether thele families are reput-
ed noble, and whether they do not defcend orginally
from Jewifti or Mahometan anceftors. If the report of

thele Iccret commifEoners is favourable to theprelentee,

they appoint others to take authentic informations from
the lords ,and perlbns of the greateft quality in each

quarter : and thefe commifFioners ufually take all care

polTible to furprile fuch as they have a mind to interro-

gate, that they may not be prepared before-hand. The

depofitions of thefe lords and gentlemen are judged to

be lufficient, and they do not infilt on writings or

lettlements as in France. So that all the proof of gen-

tility in the provinces of Spain, confifts in informations

.and interrogatories with re{pe<5l to tlie four quarters.

They however do not fail to vilit the churches where
•there are any monuments, epitaphs, or other marks of
•honour of the anceftors of the prelentee, and to exa-
mine whether their coats of arms are the fame with
his. For befides the authentic proof which they infift

jon of the religion and gentility of the prefcntee fromi

ihe fourth generation, he is obliged to prelent ona flieet

of paper an eicutcheon bearing quarterly the arms of
the four families which he produces of the proof of his

gentility.

:
Vol. V. S With
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With regard to Portugal, which makes part of the

language of Caftlle, they have no occalion to take the

fccret and preliminary informations concerning the

quality of the families of the four quarters ; hecaule,

by virtue of an old cuftom eilablifhcd by the kings of

that nation, the names of all the noble families of the

kingdom are carefully preferved in public regifters; and
if the four quarters from which the candidate pretends
to be defcended are not inlerted in them, they never

proceed to the public information.

Thep.e is not in the whole order of Malta any lan-

guage or nation where the proofs are more rigorous, or

made with greater exadlnels than in Germany. In tliis

the natural fons and baftards o^ fovereign princes are

not admitted to be knights ofjuflice, as ispradlifed in

the other languages. The legitimate children -alfo of

chief magiftrates, though their families have been al-

ways reputed noble, are in like manner excluded, be-

becaufe their gentility is deemed to be a civil gentility,
and for that reafon unqualified to enter into a body
where they admit only a military gentility by name
as well as arms : and the cuftom of the language of

Germany is to infift on proofs of (ixteen quarters be-

fore any knight can be received, and the very fame

proofs which they require in the noble collegiate bo-

dies of that nation. The gentlemen that depole as

witnefles aflert upon oath, that thefe fixteen quarters
are very noble ; that the genealogy which the candi-

date has given in is a fiithful one, and proved by au-

thentic writings, and that all the quarters pi'oduced
are of families already received in the affemblies of the

circles, and qualified to be admitted into all the noble,

collegiate bodies. The blood from which a man muftbe

defcended, ought to run in a very pure ftream,and all

the alliances of it muftbe very noble, othervvays there is

no making proof of thele fixteen quarters. And, atthe"

fame time, they are fo very rigid in this language, that

they would not let a fingle quarter pafs that had been*

refufcd in any collegiate body : which has given occai*

ilon to a faying, viz. that ifafon of the grand ieignior's

was
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'ie|was to be converted, and defire to be received as a

knight in the language of Germany, he could not be

adinirtcd in it, as well for want of legitimacy, as for

the difliculty he would have to prove lixtecn quarters
on the woman's fide.

When a knight Ivath made all his proofs, he may
he received at three different ages. He is received as

of age at fixtecn, though he is not obliged to go to

Maha till he is twenty, and he pays about 260 crowns

of gold, worth about an hundred pence each, for hi»

padage-fecs. Secondly, they may enter themfelves as

pages to the grand mailer, and are received as fuch at

twelve years of age, and quit it at fifteen : the pafliige-

fecs for a young page arc almoft the fame as thole

which are paid when a perfon is received of age. In

fine, within thefe hundred years they have made knights
of minority, children in their very cradles ; a very
modern pjadlice, which the pafHon of parents for the

advancement of their children has rendered very com-
mon : the occafion of it fliall be related in few words.

When the order was in poilelTion of the ifie of

Rhodes, there was, in the city of that name, a place
called the Collachium, or the Cloider, a quarter let

apart for the lodgings of the religious only, and divid-

ed from the dwellings of the fecular inhabitants. In

the general chapter held at Malta in i(53 i
, it was re-

folved, that they fhould build a clolfler of the fame na-

ture ; a projc61 which could not be put in execution

without a fund of 100,000 crowns. As the treafury
was very low, they refolved, for the fupplying of what
was wanting, to grant an hundred difpenfations for re-

ceiving a hundred young children into the order, upon
condition that they gave a thouland crowns a piece for

their pafTage-fees, befides fome other fmall fees. Thefe
hundred diipenfations were prclently filled ; but the

Gollachium was not built : the money arifing from this

fcheme was employed upon other occafions, and this

contrivance has been found to be fo convenient, that,

in default of a general chapter, they have recourle to

; the authority of the popes, the firft fuperiors of the ,

S 2 order.
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order, who, by particular briefs which they ifTue our,
authorife this reception of minors, on condition of

paying 355 plftoles and a third, at the current rate of

Spanifh piftoles for their paiTage-fees. This entrance-

money is called palTage-fees, and owes its original to

a Turn of money which a young gentleman, who was
deSrous of going to take the habit at Jerufalem, or at

Khodes, forn:ierly paid to the mafter that carried him
thither.

This is pretty near the form obferved in the recep-
tion of the knights of juftice, and in the proofs which
are required of their gentility. As for the chaplains
or conventual brothers, and the ierving brothers of

arms, who are not tied up to fuch kind of proofs, the/
are however obliged to fliew that they are born of ho-

ned: parents, who never were fervants, or pradVifed any-
vile or mechanic art ; that their fathers, mothers, and

grandfathers, by both father and mother's fide, as well

as they themfelves, were all born in lawful wedlock.

Thefe ferving brothers, whether of the church or of

arms, though born ofparents who had no title to gen-

tility, do neverthelefs, in quality of religious, make up
part of the body of the order in conjundlion with the

knights ofjuftice, and are called to the grand mafter's

eleftion ui v/hich they have their votes. The chap-
lains have this further advantage, viz. that the bilhop
of Malta, and the prior of the church of St. John, are

taken out of their body, and have the firft place in

council after the grand raafter, or, in his abfence, after

his lieutenant. But they are the only perfons of thele

two laft: claftes who have any fliare in the government,
all the authority being lodged in the hands of the

knights of juftice. However, to make them fome a-

mends, they have affigned them fome commandries, to

which they fucceed by turns, according to their rank

and feniority from the time of their reception : they
arc likeways entertained, and have their table like the

knights in the inns of their
re[J3e6tive languages.

There are at Malta feven palaces, which they call

inns, where all the religious, both knights and ferving

brothers,
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brothers, and the novices of the levcn languages, as

weM as fuch as are adually profclied, have theh-ta5Jes.

The commanders, who are fuppofl'd to be rich'
crioiigli

to fubdrt on the revenues of the ircommandries, are very
feldom there : every head or pillier of an inn has a

confideiable apartment in it. The treafury ofthe order

fmniflies him u ihm either in money, corn or oil for

the diet of the religious of his inn. His own particular
table IS lerved with a plenty that fpreads itfejf over the

tables about it : but with all this the religious v/ould

often make but forry cheer, if the pillier of the inn did

not, out of his own purle, fupply what was wanting
in the allowance from the treafury. But as thofe who
have the keeping of the inn, have a right to the firft

dignity that becomes vacant hi their language, they all

ftrive, either by thriftinels, or by borrowing of their

friends, to procure wherewithal to keep houle with

credit. Whenever the inn becomes vacant, either by
the pillier's death, or by his promotion to an higher

dignity, the oldcd: knight of the language llicceeds

him. They have no regard whether he is a command-
er or a private knight ; all they condder is only whe-
ther he be the ienior knight of his language ;, that he
owe nothing to the treafury ; and in cale he enjoys

any of the orders eflates, that he has made improve-
ments on them, and given in his terrier, or account of
their rents ; that he has kept a ten year's refidence in

the convent ; in fine, that he, by virtue of his ieniori-

ty, has demanded the vacant dignity, which, though it

be burdenfome, is neverthelefs always courted, becaufe

it is ever a path that leads to another, which has reve-

nues fuiScient to make them an ample fatisfadion for

all ihc expence they have been at.

'Tis for the fame reafon that fome young knights,
as foon as they have made their caravans, defire leave

to fit out galiies, in hopes of getting a commandry the

/boner. For though the order is alv/ays at part of the

cxpence of fuch armaments, it neverthelefs cofts thefe

young knights very confiderable fums out of their own
pockets, in the hopes they entertain of being indemni-

S 3 fied
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fied by a comtnandry of courtefy, which they ge-
nerally receive from the bounty of the grand ma-
ilers.

For the defraying of Co many different expences, as
the order is obliged to be at, either for the maintenance
of the knights, the fupport of the hofpital, or the keep-
ing up of forces by fea and land, they have funds arif-

ing from the prizes which they take from the infidels,
from the palTage-fees, mortuaries, and revenues of va-
cant dignities. A mortuary is the perfonal eitate of a

deceafed knight, and if he be a commander, it takes
in the revenue of the reft of the year from the time of
his death to the firft of May following. The profits of
vacancies go likeways to the oider, and continue a

year longer. In fine, the mod fubftantial revenue the

order has, coniifts in the refponfions which they levy
upon the priories, bailiwicks, and commandries : em-

ployments and dignities, each of which will now be
treated of in particular.

ARTICLE III.

Qfthe dignities, priories, bailinvicksy and coinmandries^

appropriated to the knights ofjujtice,

IN
the hiftory preceeding this diflcrtation, we have

feen that the order is divided into eight languages,
VIZ. Provence, Auvergne, France, Italy, Arragon, Eng-
land, Germany and Caftile, to each of which a parti-
cular dignity is annexed. Provence enjoys that of great
commander. The marfhal is always taken from that

of Auvergne. The language of France has that of great
hofpitaller. The admiral is taken from that of Italy.
Tiie drapier, who is now ftiled the great confervator,
is of the language of Arragon. Tlie turcopolier, or

general of the horfe, was formerly of the language of

England; but fmce the change of religion in that king-
dom, the grand mailer's fenefchal is invefted with this

title. The poft of grand bailiff belongs to the language
of
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of Germany, and that of great chancellor to the lan-

guage of Caftile.

In the language of Provence there are two priories,

viz. St. Giles and Touloufe, with the bailiwick of jMa-

nofque. There are 54 commandries in the priory of

St. Giles, and 35 in the grand priory of Touloufe.

The language of Auvergne has but one grand pri-

ory, which bears the fame name, and the bailiwick of

Lyons, which was antiently called the bailiwick of

Lurveul : there are 40 commandries of knights, and

eight of ferving brothers within this priory.
Tpie language of France has three grand priories.

The grand priory of France contains 45 commandries,
that of Aquitain 6^, and the grand priory of Cham-

pagne 24.
' There is likeways in the fame language, the baili-

wick of the Morea^the title of which is annexed to St,

John de Lateran at Paris, and the poft of great trea-

lurer united to the commandry of St. John de Cor-

beil.

In Italy, the grand prior of Rome has 19 comman-
dries under him, the prior of Lombardy 45, the prior
of Venice 27, the priors of Barletto and Capua have

2 J together, the prior of Meflina 12, the prior of Pi/a

26, and the bailiffs of St. Euphemia, St. Stephen's of

Monopoli, the Trinity of Venufia, and of St. John de

Naples, arc comprehended in the language of
Italy.

Arragon, Catalonia, aud Navarre, compofe the

language of Arragon.
The grand prior of Arragon, commonly called m

liiftory the Caftcllan of Empoita, has 29 commandries
within his diftri<5t, the prior of Catalonia 2§, and the

prior of Navarre 17: the bailiwick of Majorca is of
this language, and the bailiffof Caps in Africa depends

likeways upon it. But this bailiwick has been loO to

the order ever lince the lofs of Tripoli and its adjoin-

ing territory.
The language of England and Scotland, compre-

hended formerly the priory ofEngland, or of St. John
of London, iind that of Ireland : there were in this

priory
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priory 32 commandries; beficks the bailiwick of TAigle,
or of the Eagle.
The grand prior ofGermany is prince of the holy

Empire, and refides at Heiterfhcxm. He has in High
as well as Low Germany, 67 commandries in his de-

pendence, befides the priors of J3ohemia and Hungary,
and the bailiwick of Sonneberg, which is now in the

hands of the Lutherans.

Castile, the kingdoms of Leon and Portugal,

compofe what is called the language of Caftile. Under
the priors of Cadlle and Leon are 27 commandries,
and that of Portugal, called the priory of Crato, has

gi, befides the bailiwick of laBouede. The title (in

partibus) ofthe bailiffof Negrepont, is common to the

languages of Caftile and Arragon : fo that there are

actually near 500 commandries in the order, befides the

priories and bailiwicks. The commandries, and all;,the

eftatesofthe order, in what country foever they live,

are the property of the body of the order. Formerly
thev were let out to receivers and lecular farmers, who
paid the rent of their leafes to the common trealliry :

but as the city of Jerulalem, ^nd afterv/ards the ifle of

Rhodes, lay at a great diftance, thefe fecular firmers

took advantage of it, and proved very unfaithful, for

which reafon the management of thefe eftates were af-

terwards entruftcd to the grand priors in their feveral

diltridls. This was at firft no more than a truft and a

bare adminiftration ; but they loon began to confider

it as their property, and under one pretence or other,

and fomeiimes without any at all, they confumed all

revenues of the order. This male-adminiftration oblig-
ed the general chapters, and, in their default, the coun-

cil to have recourfe to a new expedient : they appoint-
ed a knight of known probity and difintereftednefs to

fuperintend over each particular mannour or portion of

eliate which the order had in the fame canton or dif-

rridl. But they held this adminiftration from the coun-

cil only (durante beneplacito.) The order likeways
ibmetimes required him to take care of the education of ^

Tome young knights probationers, and there was al-

ways
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Wa3's a brother chaplain to lay mafs in this little com-

munity. They were forbidden going beyond the li-

mits of their houlc, without leave fiift obtained from
the knight who was the luperior of it ; and ilich as

were found to trarifgrefs were arrePced and putinpri-
fon. This luperior, in antient writings, was called

Preceptor, and afterwards commander ; a name which

imported no more than that the education of thefe

young knights, and the management of the pofTcfli-

ons of the order were recommended to his care. He
was impowered to take out of thefe revenues a portiota
iuflicient for the (ubfifting of his community, and affix-

ing the poor of his diftri(5l ; and he was obliged to

lend to the conimon treafury a certain fum
yearl)'-,

which was always proportioned to the revenue of the

commandry. This quit-rent was called a Relponfion,
the ufe of which is ^continued to this day : general

chapters have a tight of augmenting thefe refponfions
in times of war, and according to the wants and oc-

cafions of the order. I cannot lay whether thele little

communities above mentioned were fupprelTed in order

for the drawing ofFinove confiderahle refponllons from
the commandries, or whether aipirit of divihon arifing

among them,^ they dwindled away of themlelves. That
which appears more certain is, that they left the ad-

rainiftration of a commandry to a fingle knight,whom
they fometimes required to pay certain penlions, which
(erved in lieu of the fultenance he was obliged to fur-

nifh to thofe knights who dwelt with him. At lail,

to obviate all caballing, and purfuit of employments,
which might have very fatal conlequences in a military

body, they reiolved to confide the adminiftration of
thefe commandries to the knights, according to their

feniority J but in order to keep them ftill in that jufl

dependence which they owed their fuperiors, they en-

trufted them with the commandries, on the foot only
of a bare adminiflration, for a certain time limited by
'the council, (ad decern annos, et amplius, ad benepla-
citum noflrum

;) as the commiffions iffued out of the

chancery of Maha for this purpoie exprefsly declare
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by which it is evident that thefe admlniftranoiis might
be taken away.
Expressions in fuch pofitive and explicit terms,

prove undeniably that commandries are no abfolute

pofleflions or benefices, but meer concedions for which
the adminiftrator was accountable to the public treafii-

ry of the order, and liable to be turned out in cafe ei-

ther of male-adminiftratton, or of irregularity in his life

and converfation. The ftatutes (de prohibitionibus &
paenis) fay exprefs'y, that if a knight be juftly fufped-
ed of entertaining a loofe commerce with a woman,
and continues it after having been admonilhed of it, he

ftiali be immediately ejected from his commandry, and
all other pofTefiions of the order, and that without the

Icafl: formality oftrial or profecution. The lame penalty
is denounced in this ftatute againft duellers, ufurers,all

thofe who forfwear themielvcs, and againit all fuch

receivers of the order as were guilty of any prevarica-
tion in their accounts. "

Statim, non expedtata alii
"

fententia, commendis, membris, & penfionibus pri-
*' vaii cenfeantur, & fint."

But withal, from the fame fprnt of regularity and

juftice, if a commander has given no fcandal to any
one in his commandry ; if he, like a good father of a

family, has taken care of the eftate entrufted to his ad-

miniftration ; ifhe has been exadl in paying the refpon-
fions that are to be remitted into the common treafury;
if he has taken all due care of, and rebuilt the churches

.and buildings that depended on his commandry ; if

he has made an exa<5l terrar, i. e. given a juft court-roll

of all the lands that hold under his fiefs, in the terms

prefcribed by the ftatutes : in fine, if, agreeable to the

ipirit of his order and his own obligations, he has ta-

ken care of the poer ; the order, like a good mother,
takes care to reward his exactitude ; and after five

years continuance in fuch an adminiftration, if any
more confiderable commandry falls vacant, allows him
to (emeutir or) have his option of it in his turn, ac-

cording to his fenicrity.

Bux
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" But lie is firfl: of all, after having been five years
;in pofTeirion of his firfl commaiidry, to get his lan-

,guage to apjx)int commidioiiers to take an account of
the good order in which they have found the buildings
and the lands, and to draw it up in an iuftrument in

form : this is cabled making his Improvements ; and if

this verbal proccfs be received and approved at Malta,
the commander may be advanced to a riclier command-

ry. *Tis to this wile precaution that the order is in-

debted for the prefervation of iis eltates and buildings :

every commander, in hopes of acc^uiring a greater e-

ftate, taking the utmoft care of that which is entrufted

to his adminiftration.

The knights, befides the commandries, may arrive

at the great dignities of the order, according to their

ieniority and merit. I have already fpoke of the grand

priors, who arc the fuperiors of all the religious that

refide within their priories. They are directed to have

a watchful eye over their conduct, and to lee that the

poiTelTions of the order be juftly managed ; they pre-
side in provincial chapters, and in their abfence are to

name a lieutenant, who, in that capacity, takes place
!of all the knights of the petty crofs.

There arc three kinds of bailiffs in the order, viz.

the conventual, the capitulary, and the bailiffs by

courtefy and " ad honores." The conventual baihffs

are fo called, becaufe they are bound to refide in the

convent. They are chofen by the languages, and are

likeways their chiefs, and pilliers of the inns. They
are the fiiii: knights after the grand mailer : and though
this dignity generally

"
s'emeutilTe," or palTes by op-

tion according to feniority, they yet are not fo abfo-

lutely tied up to this rule, but the languages and the

council may take a liberty ofchufing any perfon whom
they think mofl deferving.

As the language of Provence is the firfl of the or-

^er,» it enjoys the firfl dignity in it, which is that of

great commander. This conventual baihff is, by his

pofl, prefident of the public treafury, and the court of

exchequer.
• Grent comn-ander.
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exchequer. He has likeways the fupremc direction of
the magazines, the arlenal, and the artillery; he names
their officers, with the good liking of the grand ma-
fter and council, and he takes them out of what lan-

guage he pleafes. His authority extends even to the

church of St. John, feveral officers of which he names:
he has the fame right in the infirmary, and chufes the

petty commander, whofe office is to affift in
vifiting

the medicines of the hofpital. \

The dignity of marftial* is the (ccond of the order,"
and is annexed to the language of Auvergne, of which
he is the chief and the pillier. In military affairs he
commajids all the religious, except the grand crofles,

their lieutenants, and the chaplains. In time of war he

gives the great ftandard of the order to any knight
whom he thinks mod worthy of it : he has a right of

naming the firft equerry ; and when he is at fea, he
commands the general of the gallies, and even the high
admiral.

The care of the poor and fick being the great de-

fign of the inftitution of the order, and the bads as it

were of their profeffion, the treafury maintains an hof-

pital at Malta, the charge of which amounts to 50,000
crowns per annum. This holpital is under the jurif-

di(5lioH of the great hofpitaller,'' who is the third con-

ventual bailiff, and the chief and pillier of the language
of France. He nominates the overfeer of the infirma-

ry, who is always to be a knight of juftice, the prior
of the infirmary, and two fcribes, all officers of but

two years continuance, and prefents them to the

council for their approbation : but for all other em-

ployments about the hofpital, he difpofes of them by
his fole authority.
The admiral is chief of the language of Italy :

^ in

the marfhal's ablence, and at fea he commands the fbl-

diers as well as the feamen : he names the infj^edlor

and the fcribe of the arfenal j and whenever he de-

mands

» Great marilial. * Great hofpitaller,

e High admiral.
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jnands tlie generalfliip of the gallics, the grand mafter

is obliged to propolb it to the council, who either ad-

mit or refufe him as they fee proper.

Before England, Scotland and Ireland had /epa-

rated from the church of Rome, and embraced the pro-
teftant dodtrines, the turcopolier* was the chief of that

language. He, in that quality, had the command of

.the cavalry and the marine guards. Turcopole was a

word uled antiently in the Levant, and fignified a light ,

horie, or kind of dragoon. As this dignity v/as abo-

lifhed upon the (eizure of the eftates of the order in

thole ifles, part ofthe fun6tions of the turcopolier have

been given to the grand matter's fenefchal.

The grand bailiff is chief of the language of Ger-

many.'' His jurisdidion extends itfelf over the fortifi-

cations of the old city, the antient capital of the ifland.

He hath the fame authority over the caftle of Goza 5

the grand bailiffs having, during the time that the or-

der had the ibvereignty of Rhodes, enjoyed the like

pod with regard to the caftie of St. Peter in Caria, as

may be feen in thehiftory.
The dignity of chancellor «= is annexed to the pillier

of Caftile, Leon and Portugal. The chancellor pre-
fcnts the vice-chancellor to the council. He is obliged
to be prclent when any bulls are fealed with the ordi-

nary ieal, and (ign the originals himfelf. 'Tis exprefs-

ly required by the 35 chapter de bajulis, that he be able

to write and read.

. Besides theie conventual bailiffs, who are the chiefs

and pilliers
of the order, they have admitted the bi-

,ihop of Malta, and the prior of the church of St. John,
in the fame quality ;

^ thele dignities are common to all

the languages, and the prekies who enjoy them get
over the default with refped to birth,

** a defedlu na-
«

tailum," though they are chofc out of the body of

chaplains, who, by their rank, are excluded from all

•the dignities
of the order.

,
VoL.V. T The

* The turcopolier.
^ The grand bailifF,

* The high chancellcr.
*

Bi/hop of Malta, and prior of the church, ^
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The emperor Charles V. In his deed ofconveyance
of the ifles ofMalta and Goza to the or-

March 24th dcif reierved to himfeif, and his fuccei-

1530. ibrs in the kingdom of Sicijy, the ad-

vowfon of the bifhoprick ; and it was a-

greed, that in cale of a vacancy of the fee, the order

fhould be obliged to prefent to him and his fuccelTors

kings of Sicily, three religious in priefts orders, oae of
which was to be born in Sicily, and that thefe princes
fhould have the liberty ofchuling anyone of the

three whom ihey fhould beft approve.
The prior of the church of St. John is deemed the

prelate and ordinary of all the religious : he likeways
officiates pontificall) in his own church, and in all thole

of Malta, which are ferved by the chaplains of the or-

der, and preceeds the bifhop there. When this dig-

nity becomes vacant, the council allow the chaplains
to meet and confer about the choice of his fucceffor.

They even go fo far as to vote for one : this being

done, they carry the fcrutiny to the council, who,
without any regard to fuch as had the greatefl number
of voices in the meeting of the chaplains, determine,

by their own votes, who fhail fucceed to this dignity,
which gives the

prio^.*,
in the fame manner as the bi-

fhop, the firfl place in the chapters and councils, in qua-

lity of conventual bailiffs.

Of thefe feven conventual bailiffs, four atleaft ought

always to be refidents in the convent ; nor can any
one ofthem be abient without leave from a full coun-

cil. To obtain which, they muft have at leaft two
thirds of votes ; and, in their abience, the languages,
who cannot be without their heads, name immediate-

ly lieutenants to fupply their places. When one of
thefe pilliers is general of the gallies, and goes to fea,

his language, notwithflanding his being ablent for the

icrvice of the order, names in like manner his lieute-

nant, whole authority ceales asfbon as ever the gene-
ral returns into the haiboiir.

Alt H o.u GH the capitulary bailiffs are not, like the

conventual ones, obliged to an adual refidence in the

convent, yet there is no holding a general chapter with-

out
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•lit tliefe jrrcat crofTes, or their lieutenants. They
are likeways obliged to alTiIl at all provincial chapters,

or at lead to fend a knight thither to rcpvelent them.

This fecond kind or bailiffs are not capable oF being
made conventual bailiffs, hecauie the one are to rclide

in the convent, and the others in the priory, where

there bailiwick lies. Of all thele capitulary bailitfs,

there was not any one, the bailiff of Brandenburgh

excepted, who, like the jrrand priors, had any com-

manders under his juri'didtion. This bailiwick had

formerly i 3 that depended on it : but fince its falling

into the hands oFthe proteftants, fix oFthefe comman-

cJrics have been FupprefTed by the Lutherans. There

are however ftill leven left, whofe titles and revenue-*

are preferved ; hut they are in the hands oFtlie prote-

ftants. Thefe Lutheran commanders however wear

the crofs, and alfume the name oF knights ; they like-

ways chufe their own bailiff, who names to the com*

mandrics. Several of thefe pretended commanders have
•

befbught the grand maflers to fuffer them 10 be receiv-

ed at Malta, and make their caravans on board the

galiies oFthe order : but the difference in worfhip wag

an invuicible obflacle to their adm'liion into a catho-

lic ibciety. Some, when they could not obtain leave

to fight under the banner of the order, have, from a

principle of conCcience, gone to make their caravans

in Hungary againft the Turks, at the time when the

country was the feat of war. 'Tis likeways laid, that

out of the fame motive, they have fbmctimes lent confi-

derable fums to Malta by way of refponfions; but no

regard was ever had to thei'e feeming a6t oF lubmillion,

and attachment to the body oFthe order ; and the tiile

oF bailiff of Brandenburg is emeuti, or goes by spti-

on and feniority in the language of Germany, in the

iame manner as a great many other capitulary baili-

wicks in the other languages of the order, notwiih-

ftanding the eflates and revenues are a(5tually poffcffed

by the inFidels or proteftants. All thele dignities were

fbrmerly common to all the languages in general, with-

out any diflin<^ion, and laded but from one general
T 2 chapter
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chapter to the next
t,

the chapter difpofing of them io
perlbns of the greated merit. But fince the end ofthe
fourteenth century, they have been conferred on the

languages only to which they were annexed. The
J^nights, who were invefred with them, wear upon
their hreaft a great oi^angukr crofs of white linneii

cloth, and take place of the knights of the little crofs,

though the latter iliould chance to be their ieniors.

The general chapters fometim&s granted this ho-
nourable diftinflion to fuch private knights as had di-

ftinguifned themfelves by their valour againft the infi-

dels, and done any confiderable fervices to the order :

they were filled bailiffs by courtcfy. When there was
no general chapter fitting,

the grand mafler and the
•co'jncil named ihefc bailiiTs,

<•
^d. honores," and excr-

cifed this power for a long while : but as they were
ioutinualiy teazed with recommendations from chrifli-

an monarchs iii favour of knights who indeed were
born their

fubje<Els, but were not thought the mod de-

ferving in the order, the grand maibr and council, ta
•

get rid of the/e importunities, thought it bed to give
up their right. They fancied that they, by this wife

precaution, fliould put a (lop to the ambition of the

knights, but that warm and reftlefs pafTion put them
upon other expedients ; they employed the fame kind
of recommendation to the popes, who, juftly confider-

ing themfelves as the firftfuperiorsofallthe religious or-

ders, fupplied the default and abfence ofa general chap-
ter by their own authority. *Tis true indeed, that the

privateknights or commanders, who thus get themfelves
made bailiffs by courteiy by the pope's briefs, do not

acquire any particular privilege with regard to other

promotions ; for when any vacant commandries or

dignities are to be difpofed of, they have no right of

preceding private knights who are their feniors : fb

that all they get by the recommendation of the princes
who interpofe in their behalf, is no more than the pri-

vilege of wearing the great crofs, the right of fitting in

the chapter and the council when they are at Malta,
and the taking place of koights who are their feniors^

in



Government ^IvIalta. ^-^t

m fome afTcmblies, and clays of ceremony : mod of

them empty honours, and that have nothing Ilihftantial

hi them.

ARTICLE IV.

0/ thf general chapter^
and different councils of the

order.

ripHE order of Maha, as it is now (Wed, is a noble

JL republic, partly relembling that of Venice in

its government, vyhich has more of an ariftocracy than

of any other form. The grand mafter, like another

doge, prefideth at the head ; but the fupreme authority

is vefted in the general chapter, a tribunal eiiablifhed

ever fince the foundation of the order for the determin-

ing of their v/arlike preparations, and the redreffing

public and private grievances : they treat therein of all

affairs, whether ecclefiaftical, civil, or military ; they

repeal and reform old (tatutes, when the obfervance of

them is found inconvenient, and they make new ones,

which fubfid: without appeal till the next chapter.

In ancient times theie famous alTemblies were held

regularly every five years : fometimes, if the exigence
of affairs demanded it, they called them every three

years ; but in procefs of time they came to meet only

every ten years, and now there has not one been held

for near an hundred years, to the great prejudice of

their regular and military difcipline. But as it may
happen, which indeed were highly to be wiftied, that

the zeal of the knights, and the wiiciom and prudence"
of the grand mafters, may revive the uliige of them,
we think it not improper to fpccify in this place what

perfons thcfe great affemblies were compofed of, and

the form that was obferved in them ; and that particu-

larly, becaufe the very fame dignities, in default of a

general chapter, give them a right of fitting in the

councils.

When all the chaplains were arrived from the feve-

ral provinces of Chrillendom in the head convent of the

T' 3 order,
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order, whether at Jerufalem, Rhodes, or Malta, the

grand mafter, on the day fixed for opening the chap-
ter, afcer hearing a mals of the Holy Ghoft, entered

the hall appointed for the aflembly ; when he took his

place under a canopy, upon a throne railed three fteps
from the ground, and the members of the chapter,
who were dignitaries, to the number of S'^, placed
thcmfelves on the two fides in the following order,

a. The bifliop. 2. The prior of the

church.

3. Thegreat commander. 4. The marfhal.

5 . The hoipitaller. 6. The admiral.

7. The great confervator. 8. The grand bailiff.

9. The great chancel- 10. The grand prior of St.
'

lor. Giles.

Ji. The grand prior of 12. The grand prior of

Auvergne. France.

13. The grand prior of A- 14. The grand prior of

quitaine Champagne.
15. The grand prior of 16. I he grand prior of

Touloufe. Rome.

17. The grand prior of 18. The grand prior of

Lombardy. Venice.

19. The grand prior of 20. The grand prior of
Pifa. Barletto.

21. The grand prior of 22. The grand prior of
Meflina. Capua.

23. The caftellan of Em- 24. The grand prior of

pofta, or the grand pri- Chrato or Portugal,
or of Arragon.

25. The grand prior of 26. The grand prior of

England. Navarre.

27. The grand prior of 28. The grand prior of

Germany. Ireland.

29. The grand prior of 30. The grand prior of
Bohemia. Hungary.

31. The bailiff of St. Eu- 32. The grand prior of

phenya. Catalonia.

33' The
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35. The bailiff of Negre- 34. The bailiff of the Mo-
pont. rea.

35. The bailiff of Venu- 36. The bailiff of St. Stc-

(la. phens.

37. The bailiff of Major- 38. The bailiffofSt. John
ca. of Naples.

39. The bailiff of Lyons. 40. The bailiff of Ma-

noique.

41. The bailiff of Bran- 42. The bailiff of Capfa,
den burg.

43. The bailiffof Lora, 44. The bailiff of Aquila.

45. The bailiff of Lango 46. The bailiffof St. Se-

and Leza. pukhre.

47. The bailiffof Cremo- 48. The great treafurer,

na.

49. The bailiff of Neuvil- 50. The bailiff of Acre.
las.

5 1 . The bailiff of la Roc- 52. The bailiff of Arme-
cella. nia.

53. The bailiff of Carlo- 54. The bailiff of St.Sc-

ftad. balrian.

The fecond day of the affcmbly of the chapter, the

members chuie, by plurality of voices, three command-
ers of three different languages or nations, to examine
the proxies of iuch as reprelent the languages and pri-

ories, or are deputed by the priors and bailiffs that are

abfent. When their powers have been examined and
found good, they are admitted to give their votes ;

but if they are not drawn in due form, they are ex-

cluded the alfembly. When the number of the mem-
bers are fettled, every one of them in his turn, accord*

ingto his own rank, and that of his language, pre-
fents a purie with five pieces of money, as a mark of
his pevft<5l renunciation of all property. The marfhal

of I he order, from the fame principle, lays down the

great ftandard, as do likeways the great officers the

marks of their refped^ive dignities, which they do not

refume till after a new grant from the chapter is firfl

obtained. This cuflom has been pra(5tifed
from time

immc-
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immemorial in the order, and cannot be too highly r-

fteemed, provided it be not degenerated into mere ce--

remony.
They appoint at the fame time three comminion*

ers of-three different nations to receive petitions, which

are ufualiy prelented during the three firfl: days, and

afterwards are either di (patched or rejected by the ge-
neral chapter : but as the members that compoie it are

very numerous, and by that means it would take up
too much time to examine every particular affair, they
therefore refer the confideration and deciiion of them .

to a committee of lixteen of their members who are all

commanders.
The feven languages chufe each of them two by a

plurality of voices, and the chapter chufe two more to

rcprelent the language of England. Thefe lixteen

commifTioners being thus elected take an oath before

the grand mafter, who, with the reft of the members of

the chapter, make a reciprocal promiie upon oath to

accept and ratify all that fhall be relblved on and deter-

mined by the fixteen.

The committee withdraws to confider of the mat-

ters reprefented in thefe petitions to the chapter. But

for fear left thele fixteen commanders fnould not be

acquainted with the true interefts of the order, and
j:>er-

haps left they Ihouid come to refolutions contrary to

thoie of the grand mafter, his procurator, the vice-

chancellor, and the fecretary of the treafury are admit-

ted into this particular afTcmbly, but without any right
of voting. The fixteen alone regulate, ordain, and

judge abfolutely, and without appeal, all matters which

the chapter refers to their determination : and as thefe

great aifembliesareto continue fitting above a fortnight,
if there happen to be any affairs left, which they had

not time to terminate, they refer them to a new com-

mittee, which is called the council of refervations*

Besides this proviflonal and tranfient council, there

are always, in default of a general chapter, four ftand-

ing councils at Malta, viz. the ordinary, the complete,
the fecret, and the criminal councils.

The
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The ordinary council Iscompoled of the grand ma-»-

fter, the conventual bailiff, all the great croffcs that >

are at Malta, the procurators of the languages and the

mofi: antient knight for that of England. In this coun-

cil they decide all difputes that arife about receptions,

penfions, coinmandiies, dignities, and other matters

relating to bulls granted by the order.

Thk complete council differs from the ordinary-

council, only by the addition of two ancient knights
for each language, who before they can have a (eat in

it muft have refided at leafl: five years in the con-

vent. Appeals lie to this complete council from the

fentences of the ordinary, as well as of the criminal

council. 'Tls not long itncfe- they introduced a cullom

of appealing to Rome, whither, in default of a general

chapter all affairs are inlenfibly carried. From the

court of Rome come all dilpenfations, knights of mi-

nority, knights by courte(y, bailiffs and great crolfes

by courtefy : and there is juft realbn to apprehend,
that their lavijfh bellowing eourtefies on particular

perfons will at length ruin the whole body of the

order.

In the fecret council, affairs of ftate, and all fuddea

and extraordinary caies that require an immediate con-

Cderation, are treated. When any weighty complaint
is made againft a knight or any other religious, 'tis

laid before, and debated in the criminal council. The

grand mailer or his lieutenant prefides in all thefe coun-

cils, and he only has a right of propoling any matter

for them to debate on. When they come to vote in

any cafe, he has two ballots, and when the voices arc

equal, 'tis his that weighs down the fcale.

There is ftill another council, which is common-

ly called the chamber of the treafury, of which the

great commander, chief of tlie language of Provence

by virtue of his office, is prefident. To defray the

iramenfe expences which the order is obliged to be at,

they raiie funds out of the re(ponfion$ due from the

priories, bailywicks and commandries, and from the

paffage-fees, inortuaries, and vacancies. A mortuary
is the revenue of a commandry for the remaining part
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of the year, from the day of the commander's deceafe

to the fiifl: ofMay next eiifuing, and they call the va-

cancy the revenue of the whole year, which begins at

the laid firft of May, and ends on the fame day of the

year following. The prizes which they take from the~

infidels, are alio reckoned among the cafual revenues

of the order. AW thefe feveral funds are under the di-

rc(5\ion of the chamber of the treaiury, which cannot

meet without the great commander or his lieutenant r

and ifthe great commander or his lieutenant are not fa-

tisfied with the debates in this court, they need only
withdraw out of the chamber, and the leflion is imme-

diately diffolved.

The great commander has two procurators of the

treafury for his collegues, who were always chofe out

of the great croflTes. The grand m.afler and council

change them every two years, but not both at once,
that there may be always one left who is acquainted
with the affairs and interefts of the order. The grand
mafter, in confideration of the intereft he has in the

juft and exa<5l adminiftration of the revenues of the or-

der, has a procurator in this chamber, who has aright
of voting in it ;. and whenever he names him, he notifies

it to the council.

This procurator, on account of the dignity of the

perfon he represents, has his pkce in this council be-

fore the conventual confervator and the auditor of ac-

compts. The chamber has a power of giving aflign-

ments to the value of 500 crowns, but when a warrant

IS to be iifued for a more confiderable ilim, it muft be

laid before the council, who order it to be pafTed in the

chancery.
The high treafurer, or his lieutenant, hath a right

of aflifting at the accompts which are given to the com-
mon treaiury. Antienrly the treafurer was reckoned

among the eom'cntual bailiffs, and had the cheft of the

order in his keeping. But this fundion having been

iince afligned to the conventual conlervator, and the

bailiwick annexed to the language of Germany, the

j)oil of high treafurer is at prefent no more than a.

capitulary
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capitulary bailiwick, appropriated to the language of

France.

Each language names every two years a knight to

be auditor of the accompts ; but they muft be con-

firmed by the ordinary council, where they take the

oath for their office. They take their places according
to the rank of the languages they reprefent : their

bufinefs is to go to the chamber as often as they arc

fummoned to be prefent, when accompts are given in

by the receivers, and all fuch perinns as are con-

cerned in the adminiftration of thepofreffions of the or-

der.

In treating of the conventual bailiffs we had occafi-

on to fpeak of the great coniervator. Antiently his of-

fice continued from one general chapter to another ;

but fince the time that thole afTemblies appeared to be

fupprefled, the complete council changes him every
three years. He is taken out of all the languages by
turns : his functions ceafe at the alTembly of a general

chapter, and are fufpended during the vacancy of the

mafterftiip
- The pod of fecretary of the treafury is an office in

which a vaft deal of bufinefs is tranfaded. 'Tis he who
makes up and balances the accompts In the prefence of

the two auditors. He gives out and pays all bills of ex-

change ; and as all the affairs ofthe treafury pafs through
his hands, they Icarce ever change him but for very

urgent reafons.

Before the conventual and capitulary dignities

were divided amongft the languages, the general chap-
ters difpofed of them in favour of perfons of the great-
eft merit in the order, without regarding what nation

they were of. But ever fince the year 1466, they have

been appropriated to particular languages : and the pil-

liers or conventual bailiffs abovementioned, when they
are not filled up, have a right of demanding the firft

dignities that become vacant: : thus in the language of

Provence, the great commander may demand either

the grand priory of St. Giles, or the grand priory of

Touloufe; or the bailiwick of Manofque, In the lan-

guage
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guage of AuvergnCjtbe great marfhal has a right to the

grand priory of that name, or to the bailiwick of

Lyons : but when he is once pofTefTed of one of thefe

dignities, he has no option with regard to any other,

Notwithftanding that in the language of France, the

comniandries in its dependence are annexed to parti*

cular priories, neverthelels the high dignities appro-

priated to that language are common to all the knights
of the three priories of the fame language ; fo that,

independent from the priories, *tis feniority alone that

decides between the knights of the language of France,
with refpedt to the grand priories of France, Aquitain
and Champaign ; of the bailiwick of the Morea, the

refidence of v/hich is fixed at Paris at St.John ofLateran;
and of the pofi:

of treafurer, which is united to the

priory of Corbeil.

In the language of Italy, the dignities and comman-
dries are in common. In the language of x'\rragon,which

js compofed of the knights of the kingdom of Catalonia

and of Navarre, if the great confervator is an Arragoni-
an or Valentian, he has a right to the Caftellany of

Empofta, otherwile called the grand priory of Arar-

gon.
The bailiwick of Majorca is common between the

knights of Majorca and Catalonia : and the bailiwick

ofCapia is common to thole of Arragon and Valencia ;

they remove from this bailiwick to the Caftellany of

Empofta.
The bailiwick of Negrepont, which at prefent is

^^ in partlbus," and In the hands of the Turks, is an-

nexed alternately to the languages of Arragon and Ca-

flile : any one may rcfign it to take the inn, and they

may likewi.e quit the inn by making their option ofthe

fame bailiwick.

The dignity of grand bailiff is common between the

knights of Germany, and tholeof the kingdom of Bo-

hemia. It gives a right to the grand priory of Germany,'
a poft of greater anticjuity in the order, than that of

grand bailiff.

The
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The clianccllor may be made grand prior of Caftile,

who, when he is invcfted with that dignity, becomes a

grandee of Spain. The grand priory ofCrato is in Por-

tugal; but the great chancellor cannot make it his option
for fear ofengaging in a difpute with the king of Por-

tugal, who pretends that the advowibn of that dignity-

belongs to his crown.

The grand priory ofHungary might anciently have

been challenged by the great commander, pillier of tlie

language of Provence, and the lame right was after-

wards conveyed to the admiral, who is pillier of the

language of Italy. But at prefent that dignity, by the

abdication which the Italians made in 1603, is fallen to

the-language of Germany, and is common to the knights
of that nation and thofe of Bohemia, Notwithftand-

iqg that the laft emperors of Germany have recovered

the beft part of Hungary from the infidels, neverthelefs

the order has not been able to recover the pofllfiion of
their priories and commandries in that kingdom, al-

though cardinal Colonitz, an old knight of Malta
took the utmofl: pains in that affair. The conmiandries
of Dacia, depending on the grand priory of Hungary,
^re entirely loft.

A L T H o u G H the provinces of Tranfylvania,Walachia,
and Moldavia, compofed formerly the ancient Dacia,
neverthelefs, in the order of St. John, this name of

Dacia, in the language of the middle age, was given
to the kingdoms of Denmark, Sweden and Norway,We have leen in the preceeding hiftory, that the grand
mafter Dieu-donne de Gozon wrote, during his ad-

min'ftration, into thefe provinces, to oblige them to

remit their refponfions, and that in 1464, they fent

(vifitors thither to take care that the regular and milir

tary difcipline fhould be obferved.in tho(e places.

Vol. V. U ARTICLE
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A R T I C L E V.

Ofthe offices and employments in the order.

H E grand mafter has a right to chufe himfelf a

lieutenant, who, when he has named htm, noti-

fies it to the council, but without having any need of

their confent and approbation. He likewife names the

ienefchal of his houfhoid; and when the perfon who is

inverted with it has a brief from the pope^ he enjoys
his office for life.

The vice-chancellor prefented by the \

great chancellor, J^
i u i

The (ecretary of the treafury namedv /- n
1 ,1 J n ^ ^ rull coun-
by the grand malter.

f^ ..^ ..^

The mafter Equerry named by the

ereat marflial. 6
The grand mafter names the following officers.

Le cavalerizze, or mafter of the horlc.

The receiver of the grand matter's revenues.

The mafter of the howfhold.

The grand mafter's procurator in the
ti-eafury.

The great chamberlain.

The deputy mafter of the houftiold.

Le fous cavalerizze, or firft gentleman of the horfe.

The falconer.

The captain of the guards.
Three auditors.

The almoner and four chaplains.

Four chamberlains.

Four fecretaries for the Latin, French, Italian, and

Spanifti languages.
The fecretary or intendant of the revenues of the prin-

cipality.

The credencier or clerk of the kitchen.

The garde-manger, or keeper of the pantry.
The keeper of the wardrobe.

Coun-
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Counfellors of the complete council.

Fourteen counfellors taken out
of^

mimed by the lan-

thc feven languages. C. g^i^g-s, and ap-

Seven aud'uois of the accoinpts of^* proved by the

the trea(ury, O council

Two procurators
of the trcafury, great crofTes, named

by the grand mafter and approved by the coun-

cil.

The conventual confervator who has been already

nicntioaed when we treated of the conventual bai-

Comptroller of the confervator, in the nomination of

the grand mafter and cooncU.

Cailellan of the cafteiiany. This o^ce is entered upon
the firft day ofNiay, and continues for two years.

Two procurators of the prilbiiers, of the poor, of

widows and orphans ; the one a k»?ight, and the

other a prieft,
who is chaplain, or brother ofobedi-

ence.

The proteaor of the monaftery cf St»
^ ^^^ ^^^

Urfula,
^

2 prud*hommesor comptrollers ofthe ta great crofe

church, 4 andakmght.

3 comralffioners ofthe poor beggars, great croffes.

2 ditto ot the alms, ^ i knight.

2 ditto ofthe fick poor women, knights.

2 prote<5lors of the ca-echumens, and J l great crols,

the new converts, i. i knight.

3 commilTioners of the redemption, \ i great crofs,

in the choice of tlie grand mailer, I 2 knights.

^a knight of the language
The overfcer of the in- ) of France, in the prclcn-

firmary, j tation of the great hoi-

C pitaller.

The prior and fub-prior of
the^preiented by the great

infirmary, { hofpitaiier,
and ap-

The Icribe', Q proved by the grand
The Armonier or prefs-keeper, j mailer and council.

U 2 2 prud'-
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2 prud'hommes or comp-? ^^'^^"''g'^^f "^"^^Z
^y ^^^^'

trollers of the infirmary, C ^T^ niafter,and approv-
^ 3 ed by the council.

4 commhTaries of war ^ 4 gj'eat
croiTes^jf the four na-

and fortifications, C TT' '7*
^^^"^^' ^P^^"'

y Italy and Germany.
4 ditto of the congregation of the

J 4 knights of the

gallies. \ ^ nations.

2 ditto for regulating the carav'ans, 2 great crofTes.

4 ditto of the naval armaments, \
^

^'J^'^ , ^I'^f""
^ and I knight.

A prefidentand fourconimifTioners C
f.

of the congregation of the Ihips ) ^
^'T^ ^.*

ofthefournafion?, \
and 4 knights.

2 commiffioners ofthecheftof the f 1 great crofs,

flags, ^ I knight.
3 ditto of the novices of different K i great crols,

nations.
2.

2 knights.
2 ditto of the prizes, 2- knights.
2 ditto of the prifon of the Haves, 2 knights.
The governor of the C aferving brother in the nomina-

prifon of the Haves, I tion of the grand mafter.

2 CommifTioners of the mint, 2 great croiTcs.

4 ditto of the gentry, 4 4 knights of the four
^ J'

l^ nations.

3 ditto of agreements, 3 knights.
Ci knight in the pre-

Th 2 governor of the magazines, 4 fentation ofthe great
C commander.

2 prud'hommes, or comptrollers C , . ,

of the ftores, ^2 knights.

2 commilfioners of the two Si-,
houfes, I

^ ^'^'g^^^h

2 knights; but when
there is any fufpicioii

ditto of health, ^ of infeaion,theyjoin

4 great crofFcs witk

them.

The-
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no-

cat

2 com in:

7 I knight, in tli e t

The commander of the artillery, S mination of thegr
3 commander.

2 comptrollers of the artillery, 2 knights.

.rp . £• 1 /• 1 1- 72 knights, named by
millanes or the loldiers, > .1

'^
1 n.

^

J ^"^^ grand matter.

(
He is generally a bro-

5. ther of obedience.

|afervingbrothcr,nam-
ed by the grand ma-

fter,who notifies his

nomination to the

The fifcal, or attorney ;

The deputy-mafter-equerry,

council.

a ftrving brother in

the grand mailer's

nomination,

a knight in the nomi-

nation of the great^

commander.

"j
a knight in the pre-
ientation of the ad-

miral,

brother chaplains in

the nomination of
the great command-
er.

I
He chuiesthe captain
ofthe admiral-galley,
and prcibnts him to

the council.

As many captains and maftcrs as there are galiies.
The reveditor or infpedor of the galiies.

The commodore of the ftiips.

As many captains as there arc
fliips, and feveral fubal*

tern officeis.

The proveditcH: or overfeer of the (hips.

The porter of la Valette,

The governor of the arfenal,

The comptroller of the arienal,

The veftry-keeper,
The candle-keeper ofthe church*

of St. John,
-The belfrey-keeper.

The general of the galiies,

U3 The
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The Governors.

\

the nomi nation of
the grand mafter.

OfGoza,
St. Angelo,
St. Ehno,
Ricalbli,

The Town,
The ifle de la Sangle

The captain oFla Valette,
The leven captains of the hamlets /in the grand ma-

or villages of the country, L fter's nomlnati-
The captain of the grove, a ferv-\ on.

ing brother, 3
The three judges of appeals, "^ Lawyers and dodlors of

ofcriminal cafes,C laws named by the
of civil cau^s, 3 council.

OUT OF THE CONVENT.
Three embalTadors in ordinary of the order^

M. the bailiff baron

ofSchaden em-
baffador to the .

pope i>

M. the bailiff of
Dieftrinden em -

balfador to the

emperor
The bailiff deMef-0

mes embaflador V At Paris,

to the king ofT
France *J

The bailiff d'Avila

embaffador to > At Madrid.

At Komi

At Vienna.

Theembafladors
of France and

Spain arc always

great crolTes.

The embaffador

ofRome is often

j>
a little crofs ;

their employ-
ment lafts for

three years, but

it is frequently
continued to

them longer,
the king of Spain

In all the priories of the order there are receivers,

whom the treafury prefents to the council ; their of-,

fice is granted them for three years, but they fbme-

tiraes continue theip, and they may be great c relies.

There
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There are likewife in all the priories Teveral procu-
rators in thepreientation of the trealury, whole employ-
ments alio lalt for three years.

The money is coined with the imprefs and arms of
the reigning grand mafter.

The grand mafter don Raimond Perellos de Roca-

ful was the (irft that ever had guards ; the company
confifts of 150 men, and they mount the guard at

the palace, and the two gates of the city of la Va-
lette.

The grand mafter is to be deemed the firft patron ge-
neral of all thofe offices abovementioned, for which

we have not affigned any particular patron : but he is

obliged to propofe his nomination to the council, who
have a power either to allow or rejcdl it.

Such are the dignities and offices of this order, the

firft of which is that of the grand mafter, the higheft
honour to which a knight of juftice can arrive ; and

for the better underftanding thereof, we fhall now ex-

plain the form oblerved in his eledion, his titles, his

rights, his prerogatives, and from whence his forces

and revenues arife.

A

A R T I C L E VI.

Of the elc^ion ofthegrand majier.

S foon as the grand mafter is dead, the council

breaks his feal : and, that the order may not be

left without an head, they chufe a lieutenant of the

mafterfhip, who, in concert with the council, prefides
in the adminiftration, but never makes any grant, or

offer to touch the revenue of the grand mafterfhip.
The lecond day they lay the corps of the deceafed

in ftate in the great hall of the palace on a catafalco,

or fcaffi^ld, with a complete fuit of armour on his right

hand, lying upon a table covered with a carpet of black

cloth. They bury him in the evening with the proper
folemnities ; the fundion of the conventual conferva-

tor is fufpended during the vacancy of the mafterfliip.
The



ti\(i Dissertation upon the

The fame day they appoint three knights of different

Kations, to receive what is due to the tiealury from

the religious that pretend to give their votes iixthe elec-

tion. They then draw up a lift of all who have a

right to vote in it^ and fix it up publicly at the door of

the church of St. John: they likewile fix up the names

of allfivch as lofe their right of voting for that time, by
their being in debt to the treafury.

In the elediion of the doge ofVenice, all the nobles

above 30 years of age meet in the palace of St. Mark,
and put as many balls into an urn as there are gentle-
men prelent, thirty of which are gilt. The gentlemen
to whole lot they fall put, in prefence of all the ftate,

nine of the gilded ones amongft 24 white ones, and

the nine gentlemen who happen to draw them eletft

forty others, all of different families, but who are al-

lowed to name themfelves in the number. Thefe 40
are again by lot reduced to 12 ; thole 12 ele(fl 25 ; the

firft naming three, and the two others two each. Thele

25 drawing lots again like the former, are reduced to

nine, who name 45, which is five each : the 45 caft.

lots again, and are reduced to i r, who at laft ele<5l 41,
who are the final electors of the doge, when they are

confirmed by the great council ; for if they are not,

they mull begin anew till they come again to another

A MAN, to entitle him to have a vote in the eledion

of grand mafter, muft have been I'eceived ofjuftice in-

to the order j muft be at leaft iS years of age ; muft

have refided three years in the convent, have made
three caravans, and not owe at moft above ten crowns

to the public treafury. Notwithftanding that the bro-

ther chaplains, provided they are priefts, and the ferv-

ing brothers of arms arc allowed to give their votes in

the feveral languages Inro which theyhave been admit-|

ted, they yet have no ininner of (liare in the
govern-|

ment afterwards. Such of the Maltefe as have been
rc-^'

ceived into any of the languages, by virtue of a particu->

lar difpenfation of the popes, are not allowed to give
their
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their votes in the elcflion, much lefs to be competitors
for it ; the reafoa of which general exclufion is in all

probability to prevent any temptation which a Maltefe

grand niafter might pofTihiy be under of perpetuating
the ibvercignty of Malta among his own country-
men.
The third day after the grand mafter's deceafe is al-

ways fixed for the proceeding to the election of his fuc-

ceifor, and they never defer a choice of fuch impor-
tance to a longer time, not only to flop all canvailings
and cabals, but alio to prevent certain pretenfions of

the court of Rome, v/here it is a maxirn, that, ib long
as the vacancy is not filled up, the pope has a right of

prevention to nominate the grand mafter ; fo that the

third day all the convent afTemble together after having
heard a raa(s of the Holy Ghoft in the church of St,

John. The feven languages which compofe the order

retire every one into their refpedive chapels, except that

which the lieutenant of the mafterfliip is of, which
takes its place in the nave of the church. Thefe feven

languages are each of them to chufe out of their re-

Ipedive knights, three eledors, to whom they give up
all the right of eledioii : thefe make in all one and

tv/enty elcdors.

The religious being fiiut up in their chapel write

in their turns, and according to their feniority, the

name of the knight of their language whom they chute

to be the firft of the three ele<ftors they are to name.

And, in order to afcertain their eledlion, they are ob-

liged to put their own name at the bottom of their

ticket, and then feal it with the feal of the language.
When all the voters of a language have given their

votes in this manner, the procurators of the language
take all the billets, and, counting them over in the pre-

i|^ce of all the language, they examine whether their

rfumber agrees exactly with that of the votes ; for ifitwere

to differ they would burn them immediately, and vote

afrefli till the number of tickets tallied exa(511y with
the number of religious who have a right to give their

votes.

But
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But if every thing appears in due order, the pr(5^»

curators, with the mofi ancient of the language, open
the tickets on the fide on which the name of the knight
is written, whom they chufe for their firft eleflor;

after which they count the votes given infavour of the

other knights wlio v/ere competitors in the lame ele<^i-

on, and if none of them have a clear quarter part of

the ballots of his language, they mufl begin to vote

again afrefh.till fuch time as one knight has a clear quar-
ter part of the votes ; and then he takes the oath re-

quired by the ftatutes before the lieutenant of the ma-

(ierfhip, and goes into the conclave : after this all the

voters begin to ballot again for chufing the two other

electors, who,iikethc fiift,carry it by plurality of voices ;

but the three eieflors are generally named at the very
fifll balloting.

By a clear quarter part of the votes in a language
is meant a number which cannot be found four times

among thofe who compole the language : fo the clear

quarter part of nine is three, of thirteen four, of feven-

tcen five, &c. if it happens that there is an equality
of -votes as well as a clear quarter ] i;t, the (enior

carries it, and the three perfons eledted go up to the

Conclave where they themfelves a(5t as eledtors.

Every language chufes aftei"wards another knight
to rcpretent England by plurality of voices, and out of

thefc feven knights three are chofe, by plurality of votes,

to enter the Conclave, and reprefent the language of

England. Thele three new eledors mull: be chole out

of three diiFercnt nations. It muft be obferved, that

if the lieutenant ofthe mafterfhip (hould be named for

one of the three eledlors whom his language is to

chufe, the council of ftate would immediately put ano-

ther in his place, in order that the government
might not be left a moment without a chief and a fu-

perior.
When the three eledlors of each language are alTem-

bled in the Conclave to the numberof twenty one, and

are joined by the three eledlors for the language of

England, making in all four and twenty knights oF

JLiiiice
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^ultice
or great croflcs, though indeed tlie bifliop of

Malta, and the prior of the church, may be of the num-

ber, their dignities being a diipenfation for their de-

fault of birth. Thefe four and twenty, talcing an oath

before the lieutenant of the inaftcrfiiip, afterwards

chuie the prefident of the clcdion, whofc nomination

abolifhcs the office of lieutenant of the mafterfhip.
After this they proceed to the choice of the tirumvirate,
5. e. of a knight, a chaplain, who is a prieit and a (er-

ving brother, to whom the firft 24 electors deliver up
the power of electing, when they retire out of the

Conclave.

This triumvirate havins taken their oaths retire into

the chamber of theConclave,and proceed among them-

felves to the choice of a fourth eledor : when this

fourth is joined with them, thefe four new eledlors

chufe a fifth, and fo on till they have chofe to the

jiumber of thirteen, which with the three firft, who were

named by the 24, make up the number of I 6ele6lors,

two for every language, including that of England.
In the nomination of the firft eight, including the

triumvirate in the number, they have no regard to the

pre-eminence of the languages ; but in the nominati-

on of the other half, they always obferve the rank

which the languages have in refpedl of one another ;

fothe fixth ofthisiecond half, which isthe 14th in the

order of the 1 6, is that taken out of any language they

plea/e to reprefent England.
If the triumvirate do not in an hour's time agree m

the eleflion of the fourth eIe<5tor abovementioned, they
are each of them obliged to name one, and the 24
iirft eleflors ballot for them in the veftry, where they
make their fcrutiny on this occalion ; and he of the

three named by the triumvirate, who has the moft
votes among the 24, carries it; but if they all chance to

have an equal number of voices, the fenior of the

three would be preferred. The 13, according as they
are called, take each the ufual oath, before the prefi-
dent of the eledion, before they join the triumvirate ;

and when they are all together, they ballot among
them-
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themfelves for one or more perlbns ; he who has a

majority of votes is made grand mafter. In cafe of an

equal divifion among the i 6 ele<2ors, the vote of the

knight of the election carries it, and turns the fcale.

As odd as this form of eleflion may fecm, the knights
had reafon enough to eftablifh it in that manner ; for

thefe different changes of eledor break all the meafures

private men might take ; and when all depends upon
the choice of perfons who owe their power to the fa-

vour of fortune, ail artifices and intrigues prove ineffec-

tual : befides, this is a means in this noble republic to

pleafe almofl: every particular perfon in it, by the fhare

which they flatter themfelves they have had in the elec-

tion of the grand raafter.

The balloting being over, the triumvirate leave the

thirteen who had been concerned with them in the

cledion, and, going up to the rails of the gallery which

5s over the great gate, the knight of the ele<5lion, hav-

ing the chaplain on his right, and the ferving brother

on his left, demands three times of the religious alTem-

bled in the church, if they are difpofed to ratify the

eledlion they have jufl;
made of a grand mafler ; and

when all the afTembly has anfwered that they approve
their choice, the knight of the election proclaims him

aloud, and the new grand mafler, if he is prefent, goes
and feats himfelf under the canopy. He firft takes the

oath which is adminiilred to him by the prior of the

church, and after Te Deum has been fung by way of

thankfgiving, he receives the homage of all the religi-

ous, and is carried from thence in triumph to the pa-
lace. The day of the eledion, the treafury, in order I

to fave the houfe of the mafterfhip from being plunder-

ed, diflribute three crowns to each religious, both no-

vices as well as thofe who are profelled. And a day
or two after the election, the full or complete council

puts the new grand mafter in poffeffion of the fbvereign-

ty of the ifles of Malta and Goza ; fo that by his new-

dignity, he reunites in his perfon a military and regular

fuperiorky over all the religious of his order, and at

the fame time a fovereignty and all manner of royal
rinhts
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tiglits over the laity who are his fubjeifls. Bat how
lawful (bever this (bvcveign authority may be, it has_,

neverthelels, ever fin ce the fettling of the inquifition in

Malta, been incroached upon by the pretcnfions of the

inqiiifitors. Formerly the fupreme council ofthe order

had the fole cognizance of every thing relating to faith

and religion. But during the mafterfliip of the grand
mafter de la Cafllere, the bifliops Cubellet and Royas,

having fucceflively got orders from Rome, that the cog-
nizance thereof (hould be referred to them, the order

being incenled at thefe proceedings, by way of revenge
applied to pope Gregory XIII. and prevailed with him
to lend an inquifitor to Malta to take away that juril-
dii^ion from the bifliop. 'Tis true indeed that the coun-
cil of the order, for the prefervation of their authority,
infifted with his holineis, that the officer ofthe court of
Rome (hould not proceed in any cale, but in concert

"with the grand mafter, the bifhop, the prior of the

church, and the vice-chancellor of the order ; io that

the authority of this tribunal was divided between
the inquifitor and the principal officers of the order.

But this wile and prudent temperament did not
fubfift long ; for the

in.juificors, from a kind of emu-
lation fo common among them, took in other afTcftbrs,
in o:der to make themfelves abfolute mafters in their

tribunal, though ftill under pretence of ma'ntaining
the authority of the holy fee ; and not content with
this

ftep, they took another which is fcarce to be pa-
rallelled : they created ;o piodigious a number of what
they call the Familiars of the holy office, that they have
formed with th's let of people a new government as it

were, and a body of fubjeas, who, by virtue of certain

patents of the inquifition, |.retend to exempt themfelves
from the fo^ereign authdiity ofthe order. Thefe fub-

jcdls of the order, who may very well be treated as re-

bels, make up tw^o thirds of the inhabitants of the
jfland ; Io that all who have either money or credit

with the inquifitor, 4)retend that they, by virtue of liis

protedlion and pat( nts, are not obliged to take arms

upon the grand mafter's orders, to repulie the infidels;
Vol. V X when



252 Dissertation «/'5« //•(?

Vv hen they make defcents upon the ifland. The leci'c

\iews of the inquiHtors are in all probability theie ;

they fuppole, that after they have robbed the grand
niadcr of his natura' fubjcdts, they may afterwards re-

duce him by infenlibie degrees to the miferable condi-

ticn of being their inferior. And in a memorial pre-
ftnted by the language of France, to king Lewis the

X.Vth, of gloriouS memory, we fee that the inquifi-
tors of that time, forgetting the refpe6t due to the cha-

ra&er of a fovereign,had the boldnels to pretend to ob-

lige the grand maftertoftop his coach when they (hould

meeL him in the (Ireet wiih theirs. After this, nothing
was wanting to complete the ambitious projects ofthe

JncjLiifitor, but to leize on the revenues annexed to

the dignity of grand mafter, both thofe which arofe

from the principality of the ifiands, as well as tho!e

that belonged to him by virtue of the grand mafter-

fhip.

The revenues of the principality confid in the rights
of the admiralty, at the rate of ten per cent, u^jon all

prizes, and comprehend iikewi:e the cufioms, siT-i^'

ments^ imports, lands of the Demefne, farms, houies,

gas dens, duties on alienation and purchafing of lands,
fines and confiications.

The revenues of the maderlhip confifi: firft of fix

thoufand crowns, wh'ch the trcalliry pa)s him every

year for his table, two hundred crowns for keeping
his palace and country-hou e in repair ; a very fcanty
fum indeed with regard to his dignity, but which iliews

the frugality and temperance of the age when this re-

gulation was made. Secondly, the grand mailer has

a
year's, revenue of all the cpmmandries of coiirtefy,

which he difpoiesof every live years in each priory :

and he has r'kewiie in every piiory the perpetual en-

joyrr.ent of one commandry, which is called ihe Ma-

giftral Chamber, becaufe it is annexed to the mafter-

fhip. Ht may, in cafe he thinks proper, have them

managed in his own name, or otherwi;ehe may give
them to any knights who have deferved well c)f ihe or-

der by their fervices j and when the grand matter be-

ftows
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lows oneofthefe magKtral command! ies upon a knight,

le may, beddes two annates, or the revenues of two

vears which he receives out of it,re[ervelikewiie a pen-
ion to himlclf; but the knight who is gratified wi:h

ihis commandry,lnconridci-ationottheIe clogs upon it,

is diipen'cd from paying any mortuary or vacancy to

the order.

The grand makers have frequently (hips out a cruif-

ing, and have them!elves all the profits
that arife from

the prizes they take : they likewile/m conjun(5lion with

the council, give leave to iuch knights as are able, to

fit outveffels againO: theTurks, and cruile with the ma-

iler's ilag ; but as for traffic and ni:Tchandize, that kind

of venal profit
is forbid by the (latutes; and beiides, all

conu-ncrce Is odious to mofl of the languages, who
would think that a gain of that nature would debaic

the nobility of their extradlon.

End ofthe d'ljfcrtaiioii upon the government.

X a
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Tnvo cots77iporary and cnginal h'lftorians, m)ho relate

thefame fad, but ivith circujuftances fo very dif-

firefit^jhat they entirely alter the nattirs of it.

SUCH
as undertake to travel through the immcnfe

fpace of
hiilory, often meet with rocks in their

road % which they can hardly keep from fplitting on,
witho'Jt carrying the plummet always in iheir hand,
and calling in the afllilance of crlticiun, which a pru-
dent writer fliould confult every moment, as a com-

pafs abfolutely necefTary to fteer by in this kind of na-

vigation. No body need be told that this art, like o-

iher fciences, is guided by principles and rules that are

peculiar to it : The firft that is propofed to us is, to ad-

vance no fa6t, as far as is poflible, but upon the tefti-

mony ofcotemporary and original hiftorians : 'tis this

teftimony that engages the reader's confidence and e-

ftablidies his a/Turance of fad:s. But if fuch antient

authors, of equal authon'ty, relate the fame fad in a

different manner, by what rule can a later writer be

determined ? What motive can fi'f his choice, and to

which of the two hiftorians (hall he give the prefer-
ence ?

This is the very difHculry I m.et with in that part
of my feventh book, wliere I give ad account of tlic

manner -in which prince Gem orZizim, fon to Maho-
met II. was received in the ifle of Rhodes by the grand
niafter and the knights of St. John. To guide me ill

my relation of ihat fad, I confjlted the cotemporary
and original hiftorians : I found two of them, who de-

jferve that title indifputably^, who yet contradict one

another direflly in the narration of the fame fad. The
fita

» Se« the 7ih bsok of this hiilory, p. 85. V»l. HI,
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ti firft is William Caourfin vice-chanctllor oF the order,

i\

and the other is William de Jaligni fecretary to Peter

de Bouibon, lecond of the name, feignior of Beaujeu,
who to the prejudice of the duke of Oi leans, prefump-
tive lieir of the crown, (eized on the government, and

tinder whofe adminiftration moR of the affairs, of which

his lecretary gives an account, were tranla^ltd. The
whole affair between thofe two writers is to know,
whether after the death of Mahomet II. prince Zizim

his fon, then in queft of an afylum againfl the power
of his brother Bajazet who was for putting him to

death ; whether, I fay, this unfortunate prince ap-

plied to the grand inafler of Rhodes, in order to ob-

tain from him a retreat in his dominions, and a pafs to-

come in and go out of them as he plealed ; and whether

this pafs was (ent him by a fquadron of
fliips to lerve

him for an efcort, as Caourdn relates ; or whether he

did not throw himfelf into the port of Rhodes and ex-

pofe himfelf to be made a prilbner of war by the

knights, purely to avoid being taken by the gallies of

the fuitan his brother, which were purfuing him on
'

all fides, as Jaligni informs us, who pretends, that the

grand mafter and the knights leized on his per-

Ibn,
"

Hoping, fays he, to make their advantage of
<^ him."

If we follow Caourfin, Zizim was Bajazet*s young-
er brother ; but he fays, the prince pretended to the

crown, as being born in royalty, after the emperor
Mahomet his father was in pofTeffion of the empire :

whereas Bajazet, though the elder, was born in the

reign of Amurath II. when Mahomet was but a private

man. *'
Fateor, he makes Z'zim fay, fratrem prius

** in lucem prodiifTe ; fed patve ell genitus non rege.*

Jaligni on the contrary fays exprefsly, that Zizim was
the eldeff The vice-chancellor adds, that Zizim bein^

defeated in two battles againft his brother, and hav-

ing in vain foHicitcd the ibldan of Egypc for lliccours,

and finding himfelf without troops, skulking up and

down in the midfl of his own territories and the rocks

ofarount laurus, was foiced to feek an alylum in the

X 3 iile
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of Rhodes ; that he lent embafTadors to the grand ma-
fter to dcfire a pals from him,

*' Fidem publicam Jm- -

*^
plorat, faid thefe embafTadors to d'AubufTjii, qua

'* tutus in veftram ditionem pateat aditus." The hif- .

torian continuing his narraiion, fays, that tlie gi-and

mafter Tent him this pafs, with full liberty.ofcoming in

and going out ofhis dominions, in the very form that

the embaiEidors dcih-ed.

We have feen in the leventh book, that the grand
mailer fent thefe mlnifters back with a flrong fquadron
to convoy the prince to the ille of Rhodes,

" Firmatus
*•

animo, fays Caourfin, navim confcendit & Hiero-
"

folymorum equitum fidei fe committit." He trufts

himfelf, fays the hiftorian, to the faith of the knights
of St. John of Jerufalem. Zuniga grand prior of Ca-

ftile giving him his hand to help him aboard his fhip,

and addrefling himfelf to him, fpoke as follows ; We
receive you, fir, fays he to him, as our gueft, and not

•as an enemy ;

'* Te cxcipimus ut hofpitem, non ut

** hoftem." This was afterwards confirmed to him

by the grand mafter, who faid to him, when he accoft-

ed him, fince you are come into our territories as our

friend and guefl, it is fit we fliould render you all the

oifices of hofpitalicy :
" Tu ut hofpes Sc amicus ac-

*'
cedis, jura ijuidem hofpitii ut prcebeamus decens

»^ eft."

But the treaty which the grand mafter afterwards

made with fultan Biijazet ibon contradicted a conduct

that appeared at firft fo generous ; for the knights a-

greed with the fultan, in confideration of a penUon of

forty five thoufand ducats of gold, to keep Zizim in

their power, and hinder him from dlfturbing the ful-

tan his brother in the enjoyment and government of

the empire, fo long as on his fide he did not invade

their territories or thole of the chriftian princes *. Ca-

o'.nfin, and after him Pere Bouhours, to excul'e the in-

iaftice and fcandalouinefs of fuch a treaty, niat was in-

confjftent with the pafs which the grand m^.fter and the

o.der had fent to prince Zizim, pretend that he engag>

• Kilt, de Pierre d'Aubuflbn,
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cd;. when be defired the pafs, to guide hinifelf entvrely

by the grand mafter's advice ; that the pals was grant-

ed on this exprels condition ; and that befidcs, Zizim

bad given a very ample letter of attorney to the grand
maiter to treat with the Turks as he fliould fee fitting ;

and it was, iays Pere Bouhours, by virtue of this letter

ofattorney, that the grand mafter brought Ziziin into

the treaty of peace.
As for what relates, add thefe two hiftorians, to the

forty or forty live thouland ducats, which ill defigning

people make uie of as an handle to afperfe the order,
'tis certain that the money which they received from

Bajaxet was employed in Zizim's maintenance ; and

the grand mafter, far from making any advantage of it

to himlelf, made an addition to it out of his own reve-

nue ; as maybe eafily imagined, ifweconlider the

ro-i/ul magnificence with which the Ottoman prince
was always treated, to fay nothing of the infinite expen-
ces neceilary to be made on his account, both in lend-

ing and receiving embaifadors.

Bu T it may be urged, in anfwer to thefe two hifto-

rians, that fuppofmg, as they pretend, the Turkifii

prince had, in order to obtain the pafs, fubmitted to

be guided entirely by the grand mafter's advice and

orders, yet this pretended fubmilfion and engagement
could never have been ftipulated to the prejudice of

the prince's liberty, the ible end and principal motive

of the pafs ; otherways the asking it on fuch a condi-

tion was to deftroy it entirely. As to what is alledg-
ed relating to a letter of attorney that Zizim gave to

the grand mafter, that reafon feems to be altogether
as frivolous.

This prince, if they are to be credited, gave a let-

ter of attorney to the grand mafter, to treat in his

iiame with the grand feignior his brother ; and the

proxy makes ufe ofthis letter ofattorney as a pretence,
in concert with his enemy, to keep him in clofe im-

priibnment. As to the 45000 ducats ofgold that Ba-

jazet furniflied for his brother's penfion, I leave the

reader to judge, whether afum fo confidcrable as that^

cljpeci-
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efpecially hi 148^, was not enough for the mainte-

nance of a prifoner and his guards. If any body would
take the pains to make an eftimate of this fum, with

regard to what it would produce in our days, they will

calily iee whether there was any occahon for the grand

mailer, as his two hiltorians lay, to make up out of

his own revenue, what was wanting for the expences
ef the Turkifii prince ;

or whether a penfion fo confi-

derable, as that which the grand mafter remitted eveiy

year with great exaftnefs to Venice, was not one of

the motives that engaged the order not to part with fo

ufeful a prifoner. After having confulted Caourfin,
let us lee how Jaligni relates the fame event.

Of all the fads related by thefe two hiftorians, In

which they contradict one another, I find but one of

any great importance, or which, in my opinion, con-

cerns the honour of the grand mafter and his order,
and that is the pais which Caourfin pretends Zizim oh*-

tained before he entered into the port of Rhodes. For
if he only offered hi mfelf there as a prifoner of war>
which Jaligni allerts, there is no doubt but the order

might difpofe of their prifoner, tranfport him to France,
treat with his brother about his penfion, deliver him

up, and confign him over a priibner to the pope.
There is nothing in all this that clafhes with the ordi-

nary rules of juflice and equity. But if we only con-

fider the fa(fls as Caourtin Hates them, and that the

Turkifh prince, before he delivered himfelf up to the

knights, did indeed take the precaution of a pafs for

his lecurity ; how is it poflible to vindicate the grand
mafter and his order from a breach of promife, and a

violation of the public faith which they engaged to

that prince ? Here lies the difficulty ; which of the

two hiftorians (hall we prefer ? every thing (eems to

favour Caourfin. This hiftorian was not only cotem-

porary, but likeways adtually at Rhodes when Zizim

arrived there ; he was a minifter, and one of the prin-

cipal officers of the order, and in all probability, as he

was vice-chancellor, he was the very peribn that drew

up and figned the pa^fs : and what leeais to determine

dill
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ftill more in his favour is, that this writer, who /eems

palfionate for the interelis of his order, and in all his

works loles no occafion of celebrating their illuftrious

a<Slions, docs on this occafion ingenuoufly relate a fa(5l

that is not much for its honour. The vancjuiflied par-

ty's owning a defeat, is an inconteltible proof for the

glory of the vanquifher.
But that which might make us fufped Caourfin's

account is, that this writer amplifies and exaggerates

every thing he fays ; and that on the foundation of a

certain and undoubted fadi, he almoft builds a ro-

mance, or at leaft drcfiies up his relation of it in cir-

cumllances that very often have little or no probabili-

ty in them. If he fpeaks of Mahomet, father to Zi-

zim, he makes him a Ibrcerer and a magician, though
it is well enough known that that prince was a perfect

atheift, and owned no divinity but fortune. When he

/peaks of the death of that fultan, he indeed damns

bim, a-nd that with rea.'bn j but then, as if that were
not enough, he precipitates him foul and body into

Jiell, wheie he cauled, fays this fine hiitorian, ib abo-

minable a ft-nk, that the inlupportable ftench was a

great addition to the torments of the damned. *' Ar-
*' bitramur enim, fays he, tarn fceleftam, tam fastidum,
*' tam faevum cadaver terram intra fua viicera minime
'^

continuifle, et in damnatoruinperpetuum chaos deje-
*'

ciffe ; cujus faetor ipfum etiam infernam inficit, et
*^

daiTinatorum fupplicia graviora reddit.

This author's iliie is full as extraordinary as the

romantic air which he givesHo his narrations. He has

no notion but of one kind ; his favourite figure is the

direifl ftile ; and, what is a little furprifing, all the

compliments that he beftows on Zizim are ib many ha-

rangues ; we meet with '*
prince Zizim's fpeech to

*' the foldan of Egypt, to the prince ofCaramania, to
*' the grand mafter" in every page of his book, with

|he anfwers of all thefe princes in the fame plain di-

re(51 ftile. Yet the/e are the places of his work where

perhaps he has taken the moft pains ; thefe pieces arc

ftuiJed with learned citatiens and common places, but
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unluckily they are feldom proper for the fubjetfl, mucti

lei's iuit the charasfler or the perfons in.o whole mouth

he puts them. In fine, before this prince s arrival at

Rhodes, he carries him as far as Jerufalem and Mecca,
whicli jouniies indeed he atftaally made ; but as if he

had flood bc4iind him all the time, he recites verbatim

the feveral prayers which the Turkidi prince offered

up either to God or to Mahomet, the falfe prophet of

his law. I own thefe are no more than the faults of

a bad orator, wh^ch may poffibly be confiftcnt with his

veracity in the fads that he relates ; biH after all, the

perfon that could allow himfelf to compofe fuch frothy

compliments, and fuch a number of harangues, might

likeways take the liberty of compoSng Zizim's pais

and magnificent entry into Rhodes, which he fancied

would be a fine embeiiifliment to his hiflory.

Jaligni, on the contrary, appears more fimple in

his narration ; his work contains only annals of the

mofl: important matters that palled under the reign of

Charles VJII. He was fecretary to a prince, who then

governed France during the minority of the king his

brother-in-law, and who even, after his majority, kept
a great fhare in the government for Ibme time : and

if Zizim had come to Rhodes, and afterwards into

France, only upon the afTurance of a pafs, how could

they pofTibly be ignorant of it in that kingdom ? Would
not that prince himfelf have demanded the benefit of

the public faith ? Whereas, being no better than a

prifoner of war, thofe who took him might very well

detain him, difpofe of him, or take a ranfom for him,
without adting contrary to ec|uity and the law of na-

tions.

Besides Matthias Corvinus klngr ofHungarv, the

terror of the Turks, the republic of Venice, and even

the foldan of Egypt, all of them at that time enemies

to Bajazet, having made great inftances to the grand
mafter to deliver up Zizim to them, in hopes that his

bare appearing on the frontiers would give new life to

his party, and might bring about fome revolution in

the empire j if this unfortunate prince had not been a

priibner
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prlfoner of the order, what pretence could the knights
have had to keep him in priibn contiaiy to thealFir-

ance of the pals, ot" iheir own inttrefts. and oF thofe

of all Chiidendom i Would not all theie (overeigns

have complained of I'uch an infamous piece of injullice ?

Would there not have been (bme traces or other left

of thele complaints In the hiftorians of the time ? In

fine, another proof that the knights thought th-^y had

a right to dilpofe of the peribn and liberty of ihe 1 ur-

kifii prince, and that they confidered his random as pait

of their own eiftdts, is, tliat pope Innocent Viil. hav-

ing demanded him of the order with a defign of put-

ting him at the head of a league that was formed againrt:

the grand feignior, the grand mafter and fupreme cour-

dl of the order lent vice-chancellor Caouifin to Kome,
with o her embafTadors, to treat with the pontiff about

it
; and the knights, after various negotiations, would

not content to deliver up the Turkifh prince to him,
but upon condition, that by way of equivaknit, he

fhould unite to their order thole of St. Sepulchre and

St. Lazarus, with all the eftates and revenues belong-

ing to them. Neither was the private interelt of the

grand mafter forgot in this treaty ; and in which it

was exprelsly ftipulated, that as foon as Zizim ihould

be arrived at Rome, the pope fhould fei-id d'Aubi fTon a

cardinal s hat. If Zizim had not been the priibner of

thofe knights, would it not have been a difhonour to

them to exaft fuch vaft recompences for violating the

faith they had plighted to that prince ?

Bu r this is to alledge the very thing contefted as a

proof, and is a begging of the queftion: all depends

upon knowing which is moft to be credited, Caourfm

or Jal'gni. The firft aHows that there was a pafV, and

even gives one to undeiftand, and that plainly enough,
that it ^lad been violated. According to the other hif-

torian, Zizim was only a priibner of war, who conse-

quently had no pafs lent him ; which of the two hifto-

rians are we to believe ? In order to get rid of shis

uncertainty, and reconcile thele authors in fome mea-

furc; I fancied it would be beft to divide my confidLMice,

and
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end give part of it to Caourfin, particularly with re-

gard to the fa6ls that pafTed at Rhodes, to which he

was an eye witnefs, and referve the other for Jaligni,
and follow him in his account of that prince after his

arrival in France. This expedient leemed to me at

firft reafonable enough, but when I came to apply it,

I found my fcruples ipringing up, and the fame diificul-

ties occurring over again.
For if the Turkifh prince, as Caourfin afTerts, and

which indeed is likely enough, did not enter Rhodes
till he had a pafs, and might enjoy entire liberty in that

place ; if it be true, as he advances, that this prince
went into France of his own accord, the better to avoid

the (hares that his brother might lay for him fo long
as he fhould continue in the eaft, and in hopes of ob-

taining powerful fuccours from Louis XI. to fet him

upon the throne of his fathers : Jaligni ought to have

told us for what reafon, and at what time and place
he was arrefted in France, whereas he does not menti-

on the leaft lyllable of it. If we believe Caourfin, Zi-

zim enjoyed a full liberty at Rhodes : we find him like-

ways free at his leaving Rhodes, and at the time of

his embarkation : and ifwe follow Jal'gni, the prince
was a prifoner all the time he was in that kingdom.
The French hiftorian, (peaking of his abode in France,
calls him not fo often by his own name, as by that of
the prifoner. This tranfition from a ftate of liberty,
to his being confined in a tower, ought it not to be ta-

ken notice of by this wriier ? Why has he not told

us whether the poor prince was arrefted in the vefTel

of the order that carried him from Rhodes into France?

or whether he waited till he was landed in ibme part
of that kingdom ? in fine, whether they did not put
him in priibn ii>l after the tovi^er built for that purpoie
wa« fin filed ! Is if allowable in an event of ^o rare

and fingular a nature, to be either in the dark as to the

principal circi.mfiances of it, or to fupprefs them ? The
Bh'dian, in my opinion, is more particular in this re-

fjpcdl ; and it is eaiy o be I'een from his narration, that

they made no open attempt upon Zizini's liberty, till

orders
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orders came from Rhodes to that purpoie, purfuajit to

the treaty made between the grand ieinnior and the

grand mafter. As the order, by that treaty, engaged
itlclf, in confideration of a penfion of forty-five thou-

fand ducats of gold, to keep the Turkiih prince in

their power, they certainly thought it neceifary to keep
him in confinement, in order to prevent his efcape.
'Twas in this treaty that they trafficked for the liberty
of this unfortunate prince, and his imprifonment was
the fcal of the new alliance between the Turks and

the Chriftians : but for fear of putting any biafs upon
the reader's judgment, we have thought proper to an-

nex to this diflertation an extracfl of the two hiftorians,

by which he will be enabled to make a judgment whe-
ther there ever was a pafs granted, and whether fucli

fafe condud was violated by the grand mafter and the

knights of Rhodes.

TEXTE DE JALIGNI.

LE roy, dit Jaligni, etant encore a Paris ledit mois

de Janvier, mil quatre cens qnatre-vin^ft et huit,

51 arriva per devers lui un ambaifadeur de I'eilipereui'

des Turcs, qui conduifoit un ambalfideur du Roy dc

Napies. Par cet ambaifadeur, le Turc ecrivoit au

Roy des Ictlres de crJance: la caufe pourquoi leTurc

ecrivoit, et envoyoit fbn ambaffadeur, etoii: pource-

qu'en France etoit fon frere ain'3, a qui appartenoit
toute la feigneurie, et y avoi: ete amene il y avolt deja

quatre ou cinq ans : car en I'an mil quitre cens quatre-

virigt et un, I'empereur des Turcs mourut, lecuel de-

laiiTa a deux de fes enfans la plus giande fe'gneurie du

mondc, pourcequ'il polledoit deax emj^ires, et orizc

royaumes, et tenoit ibus fon obcifTance la Turquie, la

Grece, et la pluparf de 1 .-\(Ie. Aprcs fa inort, pour-

ceque fon fils aine ctoit fort eloign
'

de Conftantinoplc,
Ou le Turc a coutume de faire fa relidence, et qu'il c-

toit Gccupe en une guerre, fon frere puine ciurant cettc

abfcnce, s'afTura des gciis d'armesqui etoient au tour de

VoL.V. y ion
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fon peve, et de pljs s'empara de toutes ies finances, et

Uiijpa le titre de la le'gneurie. L'ainc, d'autre part,

f^acbanc Ies nouvellcs du deces de Ion pere, (e mit en

chemin par mer pour venir prendre poircfTion de cet em-

p'ne, coinme ieigneur naiurel \ mais en venant. il ap-

prk c^ue
Ibnd't ^Veie s'-toit faifi de tout ; et lui, etant

eaicore far mer. il rencontra des gall es en courfe, que
Ton frere a. oh envoyecs pour le guetter et le prendre
au pafTage ;

et rLit tellemem pi clTi d'icelles gallees,

<]u'U fat contraint de fe mettre eu fuite, et fe lauver,

pouicequ'il etoii bien aiTne de fa mort s il etoit pris.

11 hit done tellement pourfuivi qu'il lui convint iejet-

ter a refuge dedans le port de Rhodes ; laqv-elle chofe

etant vejiue a Ja connolfTance du grand mai.re et des

chevaliers, incontinent ils -e iaiCrent de Ik perlbnne,
etant fort joyeux de ravantuie qui ieur etoit advenue ;

et eiperant d'en bieii faireleur profit, ils donnerent bon

et lur ordre pour la garde dcr fa penonne. AufTi-tot

que le frere qui ufurpolt la Seigneurie, 15 ..t comme Ibn-

dit frere etoit a'nfi ethappe . ilen iut tre5-deplairant ;

toutefois incontinent apres, il envoya une grande et

folemnelle ambafldde deveisle grand maitre de Rhodes,
'

pour praiiquer, s'il leroit polRble, de ravoir ion frere,

on a tout le mo"ns d'etre affuri qu'il ne lui put nuire

a I'avenir. Enfin il fut conclu entre eux que ledit

frere jouifTant, donueroit par chacun an une bonne et

grande penfion au grand inaitre de Rhodes. Et en

outre, qu'il fourniioi- autre grande Ibmme d'argent

pour la depenfe de Ion fere ipolie, et pour la garde :

outre quoi alliance fut faite, et toute furete baillee a,

ceux de Rhodes de leurs terres et leigneuries. Or
combieu que le grand maitre de Rhodes eut lors uii

avaniageux. par/i avec le Turc, loutefois il fut en doute

qu'a la longue la feigneurie de Rhodes n'en fut broui-

lee, et en danger, s'il detenoit continuellemcnt ion

prifonnier a Rhodes, croyant bien que le frere jouif-
fant feroit inctframment a I'aguet pour I'avoir, ou par
ainour, ou par trahilbn, ou de force. D'autre part, il

redouioit Ies enterpri/es des voifins, comme du Soul-

4anj des Venitiens, du roy de Naples^ et autres, et

penlbit
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penfoit que chacnn d'eux employuroit Irsc'nq fens pour
troiiver moyen de Tavoir, et en faire chaci.n Ton pro-
fit; aufli ctoit-il fort requis par le pape dele luibailler,

pour le profit et I'avantage du (aint ficge apolloii^^ue.
Enfin pour cviter tons ces inconveniens, il delibera de
le mettrc en lieu lur ; et pourcequ'il etoit naiifde

France, de la comte de la JVJaK he, et de la mailbn

d'AubniTon, il relblut de I'envoyer en ce roya^me,
confiderant que le roy etoit fort eloigne des leigncu-
ries du Turc, et qu'il n'auroit gueres d'inteiet lur le

fait de cet empire Ottoman, a qui jl demeurat des deux
freres. Toutesfois avant que de j'envoyer en France, il

envoya f^avoir du roy Louis onzicme de ce nom, fi

fon plaifir ieroit de le vouloir bien Ibuffiir en Ton roy-
aume ; laquelle chole le roy accorda volontiers. A-

prcs done que ledit maitre de Rhodes eut ainli eu le

conge et la permiifion du Roy, il prepara le voyage de

fon prifonnier, et I'envoya defcendre au pays de Lan-

guedoc ; de la il le fit mener en ladite comie de la

Marche, en la maiibn du feigneur du Bocalami, qui e-

toit parent d'itelui grand maitre; et la fut detenu ce

priibnnier, qui avoit pour ia garde aucuns chevaliers de

Rhodes, lelquels etoient pour la plupart parens dudit

grand maitre. II ctoit fort bien entretenu de fa per-
fonne en toutes fes neceflit/z et beibins ; auffi Ion frere

empereur payoit bien la depenle. Ce pritbnuier avoit

oui parler du roy Louis, et de la grandeur de Ibn roy-
aume, et de fa feigneurie, et aulTi de les faits ; par quoi
il deiiroit fort de le voir et de parler a lui. Les cheva-
liers qui I'avoient en garde le firent f^avoir au Roy, le-

quel fit reponle, que pour la grande renommce que foil

pere avoit eue, qui en Ibn terns etoit julqu'alors le

plus grand prince de la Loi de Mahomet, et lequel a-

voit le plus fait de belles conquetes qu'aucun autre, il

le verroit voloniiers, et communiqueroit de tres boii

coeur avec lui ; mais que bonnement il ne le pouvoit
faire, attendu qu'il n^etoit pas de a Loi ; et ordonna
de plus qu'on lui dit, que s'il vouloit embraifer ia le-

ligion Ciiretienne, il lui promettoit d'employer toute fa

puilfaiice afin de lui aider a recouvrer les Icigueui les de

Y 2 fon
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fba empire ; ct de plus, il lui donneroit de quoi cntre-

tenir foji etat : et fi d'avanture il voiiloit cepcndant

demeurer en Ton royaume, qu'il lui donneroit des heri-

tages et feigneuries,
avec la jouifTaHce delquelles

il

pourroit vivre corame un prince. Les clievaliers firent

f9avolr tout cela a leur prifonnier ; mais pourquoi que
ce fat il ne voulut delaiiTer ia Loi, et d^meura encore

en iadite comte de la Marche, en la mailbn da lufdit

Bocalami, jufcju'audit
mois de Janvier mil quatre cens

quatre-vingt et huit, qu'apr3s plufieurs pourfuites et

inftances que le pape, et la faint fiege apoftolique a-

voient faltes envers le roy, afin d'avoir ce prifonnier,

pour le grand profit et intereft du faint fiege ; et qu'a

cette caufe il y avoit en ambaflade envoy ee expres de-

vers ie roy, laquclle y etoit encore. Le roy ie mon-

trant vrai fiis de I'Eglifc, et voulant en fuivre Tamour

que ks predecefiears avoient eu envers le faint (lege,

dont a cette cauie ils ont acquis le titre de tres-chre-

;iens rois de France ; il livra et remit ce prilbnnier

aux anibaffadeurs du faint pere pour le mener a Rome:
ce qui arriva un peu auparavant que rambafradem* da

Turc arrival a Paris, lequel ambaffadeur offroit de la

part de fon maitre au roy, de grands partis et avanta-

geufes conditions, comme ds bailler toutes les reliques

de Dieu no;reSauveur, des apoires, et des faints et

faintes, que fon pere avoit trouvees a Conflantinople

lorfqu'il
fit la conquete de cette ville, et dans toutes les

^civzs villes qu'il avoit conquifes fur la chretiente j de

plus, ii ofFroit de faire tout fon effort pour conquerir
ia terre fainte, et puis de la remettre es mains du roy ;

aaffi OiFioit-il une groffe penfion pour Tentretenement

de Ion frere, pourvCi que le roy le retint dans Ibn roy-
aume. Lorlque ces grandes o(fres fe firent, le prifon-

rfier etoit encore dedans le royaume, et I'edt bien pu
le roy recouvrir et s'en rendre le maitre ; et meme au-

cuns difoient que vu ces grandes ofFres, le roy les de-

voit accepter : mais il le voulut bien montrer vrai fils

de TEglile, et ne voulut pas prcferer I'avarice et I'inte-

let a la iiberalite; et a la loyaute, en difant que puif-

qu'ii
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qu'il
Tavoit fait livrer aux g^ns du pape, et qu'il lui

en avoit accorde la deiivrance, il vouloit tenir fa pa-

role, et qu'il leroit bien joyeux que le IVini fiege en fit

foil profit, et en put tirer quelque avantage. 11 fut

done mene a Avignon ; et de la il fut mis fur mer, et

conduit a Rome. D'ailleurs, le grand maitre de

Rhodes pourfuivoit auffi de la part qu'il fut mis es mains

du faint ficge ; et par ce moyen il fut fait cardinal, et

obtint de grands privileges ct biens pour tout I'ordre dc

faint Jean de Jerufalem. Le roy fit au rede tres-bicii

entretenir et traiter rambaffadeur du Turc, et celui du

roy de Naples, qui le conduifoit, et les fit defrayer, et

leur fit de beaux dons,

*

TEXTE DE CAOURSIN.

"Zyzymy Rex legatos mittit Rhodam»

MIttit
»
Itaque rex Zyzymy Rbodum legatos : ad

quos prius literas dederat. fed nuncium teiTeftre

iter agentem : regis Bagyazlt milites intercipiunt. Le-

gal! Cilicie littoribus rhodiam biremem cafu repertam
confcendunt : rbodumque navigant. Interea navigi-

um apud ea littora ftationem habens Zyzymy condu-

cit. ut fi cafus exegerit : repente eo conicenfo faluti

quoquo mode confulat. Legati ubl rbodum appuie-

runt : julTu equitum magiftri Petri d AubufTon fenatu co«

ado in banc loquuntur lententiam.

ratio legatoruni in fenatu Rhodioriim,

Precellentissime princeps et magifter : prc-

ftantiffimlque equites. NobiliiTimus adolefcens ac fu-

blimi loco natus Zyzymy rex : othumannides maximi

regis nepos. fplendidiflimi imperatoris filius : ac po-

tentifTimi tyranni germanus. adverfis rebus ad tempus
cedens : cupit ad te fapientiflimum priccipem et vi6to-

if 3 liofTimum

' Cette relation a ete imprlma'e a Ulme en 1496 ;
on a fuivi

ici I'oitographe et la ponituation de Torisinal.
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riofilHmum magiftrum. vofI]ue fortifHrnos athletas : con-

fugere. quorum prudenria confilio atque ope : rebus

affl"<ft)s inedcri
pofiit. Quatn propere mittendain claf-

fem cfTe petit : que iplum excipiens Rhoduin deuehaf,

fidemque publicain implorat : Qi'a tutus in veftram di-

tionem pateat aditus. hoc loco referre non libet: que
veftros quidein pieftantifHinos animos perfuadeant : ut

regium adole(cen*em : non reiciatis Nobiles viri ef*

tis : et muka prediti prudentia. fatis fuperque inrelli-

gitis : quanti ponderis exillant poft-ilata et quoc vel

quales fruclusinde excerpi poterint. ScimLis enim vos

preclanflimos viros- armis afuetos : res magis quam ver-

ba impel'ere : quare prolixiori fermone ruauiflimus au-

res non obtundemus. Potentiflimum regis natum : ad

vos accedentem (licet profugum) nefloccipendatis. In-

decorum enim elFet afillum regi claudere. quod vel ho-

monciis : et pufilis (emper patuit. Celebre quidem eft

veftrum (apud exteras nationes) nomen: quod et cau-

caibs montes tranfcendit et indos penetravit. Quiii
armis vim repellere non ignorat : et profugos fouere

afilo tutiflimo non faftidit generofusvefter animus. Lit-

tere in lenatu recitate : diem poftulant.

Senatiis cofifiiltum.

Legatis curia exclufis : magifter, patres quoque
dc re confultant et multa mente agitant. que modo fua-

dent : ut regem Zyzymy excipiant. modo : ut reiciant

impellunt. Tandem ex rationum controuerfiis (feu
ex calculorum coUifione ignea Icintilla) una reAiltat

fentenria : decernuntque regem excipiendum alendum

atque fouendum: quia ejufce eventus occafio chriftiane

religioni proFutura fit. IntromilTis legatis : /enatus

confultum editur. adtis gratiis: petunt. ut res quantoti-
us parentur : ne mora dilcrimen alFerat.

CUtJfis paraiur : ei Cillciajn nauigat ad Zyzpny deue»

hendum,

Oneraria igitur nauis triremes: nauigiaque pa-

rantur. prefc(5tus inHgnis eques defignatur : qui clafle

con-
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•onfcenlii clara m)ruuni hierofol'morum coiiihatus ca-

terua iiiCUiciain iiauigat.
vbi ilUc appulii; : rex Zy-

zyiny niirgiumdc o^\o (upra .neirioneTJ fecinus : ci-

taio'eqiioiuiii
cuf(u vrgeiiiibus germaiii iniiiilbas iam

coiiiceiiderat fama eft cum a littore pajlulum eloiiga-

retur : perbreucm quidem epiftolam Zyzymy con-

fcriplifle & ad Kralrem dediffe :

cpjaiii iagirte inuoluit

nexuitque : & fitico arcu in terrain conroiiit. excep-
tam cfle ferunt epiftolani a fratris militibus qui regi-
um iiiLiencm per(equnti

lunt : ^ fratri reddiiam ; quam
ubi germanus pel legit

: parumper Jacrimatus eft. ani-

moque confternatus diu fikiit : & atlitu prohibito papi-
lione ie contiriuit. egre certo tulit. quod frater mahume-
tee legis cultor (quod permaximum crimen mahumetei

ducunt) ad cbriftianos confugerit. ad eos prefertim qui
othumannidum familie inFenliflimi fuere: & genitorem

grauiori affeccrunt ignoaVmia quodque fratrem chrifti-

anoadheientem nomini.legi mahumcteegrauiflimum af-

ferre pofTet dedecus. quorum fe confcium prodtetur :

qui taiua atrocitate fit eum perfequutus. Series epif-

tole : fult.

Re-^i Zyzymy Rhodiortnn clajjem confcendit,

Ubi nunciatum eft : rhodios fui caufa advantaiTe.

jfirmatus animo : naaim confcendit. & hierorolimorum

equitum fidei : fele credit. Na:iis prefe(5tus : Regu-
lumothumannidem humanitatehonore oblequioque pro-

fcquitur. littora patrii ibli linquens : & paternum auit-

tumque regnum deierens rex. turbato animo aliquot filuit

horas : mente poftinodum recepta. navis pref-edum :

his alloquitur verbis :

"Zyzymy claffis perfecium alloquitur,

NedUm ago tibi vir illuftris gratias : verum habeo

ingentes. cumulateque redderem 11 ibrs a fubliini loco

me non deieciftet. Qjod ms deilitutum profugum
animo extorremque tanto zelo afficias. Sed ab inge-
nuis vilceribus magnanimoque : non nifi illuftria pro-
ficirci poteruat. generoft quidem funt : qui re ad me

ex-
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exciplendum miferunt. tuquoque ex coetu eorum nobi-

lises et vir dignus. qui mandata exequi accurate protua
innafa prudentia & icls & dudes. Non poirum tamen

non parum admirari : quod tantl afFectus iudicium in

me exaibeatur. qui ejus natus fum : qui feuicia crude-

litate acimmanitate (dum fplritus alebat artus) rhodios

perfequutus
eft. in quo : & tuani & tui principis ac le-

iiatus rhodiorum nobilitatetn predico. prudentiam ad-

niiror fimul & magnanimitatem (que iniurarum obliuif-

citur) extoUo Si res profpere luccedent : lanti quidem
in meofEcij memorem & giatum intelligent ihodii. Cui

ait : clafTis capitaneus.

Refponjlo capitaneh

Clarissime princeps : hoc a natura illuftrioribus

animis datum eft. vt foleant precellentes viros : honore

afficere digno. tu qui fummo loco natus es : quamvis

profugus & extorris contemtui tamen non eiTe debes.

Id quippe vilium hominum cenfetu r: qui nonnifibenc

fortunatos colere fciunt. At magnanimi viri quos vir-

tus aut fanguinis profapia illuftrat : vel hoftes armis po-
fitis reuerentur colunt atque ob.^ervant. Te excipi-

jnus ut hofpitem : non hoftem. hoipitis quidem iura :

non hoftis fequimur. Nee enim mirari licet : quo te

afFedtato corde profequimur. cuius genitor: feuo rhodio

perlequutus eft odio. Pater tuus iegis mahumetee fees

tator : quod fibi cordi eft molitus. Nos vt hofti-

pro virili parte conftantcr arma obiecimus. licet cadu-

ca quedam terrena & viiia proftrarit : que quantotius
creda funt glorie tamen famam quam nulla oblit-

terabit etas : rhodiorum nomini attulit. Pofteritas

namque omnis rhodiorum vidoriam e celo demif-

1am nuUo tempore reticebit. Leonis profefto bru-

torum principis animalium mos eft: proftratis blandiri

ieuaque animalia grauiori imbuere ira. Milites quo-
que chrifti: leonis mores imitati. qui ad eos amice con-

fugiunt : humanitate excipiunt. qui feuicia vtuntur ;

ftridos gladios fortitcr objiciunt.

Pompa
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Pompa qua exceptus eft a Rhod'ih rex Zyzymy.

Interea Regis adiicntii minciato : parantur que

pompe deccant. ftriiitur ad mare ligneus pons : qui
deicendentcm excipiat regcm: pontis cnim longitudo
in mare protenfa decern fere palTuum fult. latitudo

quatuor : quibus cquo gradu plures incedere poilent.

attrebatum pannls a-.jro argenteo ferico lanaque con-

textis : pro gallonim belgarum more (qui huiufce ar-

tis inuentores & peritiores putantur) pons ornatur. via

cnim qua pedum veftigia incedentes premerent : thur-

corum pidis tapetis Iternitur. vici qua parte eundum
fuit : mirto floribus fuauem quidem odorem fpirantibus

refperfi ac varictate funt diiTindi. Primores ac plebeia

gens que ad ipcdaculum conuenerat : vias ob'ident,

JMatroiie ac nupte innupteque puelle : ad fcneftras fe-

dent. Reliquum vulgus tedla conicendit : vt venien-

tcm conipiciant regem. Nauim ante portus hoftium

anchoiisllibnixam Rhodia triremispropinquans : regem

cxcipicns ad pontem vcbit. PremiHi funt pieRantcs
Icnatoiii ordinis equites : qui Zyzymy delcendentem

conialutent. Hos fequitur longus famulorum ordo : in-

fignis magiftri redimitorum gallicos cantusvibrancium.

deinde iuuenes prime lanuginismilites bieroiblimitani :

lucentibus equis infidentes. Torque vefte iericea &
fplendido ornatu : diftindi incedunt. Magiftrum pod
hos infignis vcbit ionipes : ijsumancia frena mandens.

Aureis fibulis phalerifque ornatus : qui hynnitum fepius

edens. fuperbe graditur : vt ne quidem magiftro quem-

piam adherere laciniori incefTu pernVutat. Senatus qui-
dem grauis : equis vedus lublequitur. Edem landi

Sebaftiani foro fitam de induftria magifter non tranllt :

illucque obuiam venit rex Zyzymy. fuperbo inGdens e-

quo : fidis comitatus profugis. Poftquam magiftrum
rex conipexit : ter digito iabellum compclcuit. qui mos
eft barbarorum principum: cum mutua reuerencia fele

afficiunt. Magifter autem pro more principem reue-

retur. Reddita ialutationc dextras iungunt. 5c per in-

terpretem confabulantes : ad edesequitant paraias. Ubi

ad palacia fraiicorum equitum (magniSce ad hec orna-

ta)
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ta) ventum eft eo dinrfTo magifter fuas edes petif.
Rex vero ex equo in pedes feie aglllter excipit : ac dao-
rum medius thurcorum honoris caufa vinas fuftentanti-

um Icalas conTcendens penetralia ingreditur. barbarico-

que fago abiedo : leclifternlo pro thurcorum more
flexis poplitibus fedit. Ea die artubusfale tabentibus :

quies data eft.

"Zyzymy ad Magijlnmi verba.

Post Ri DIE eius diei : magiftrum coram alloquitur
rex his verbis. Preftantiflime magifter inclitiflimequc

princeps : germani leuicia me periequente. cumque Tors

CO me redegiftet : vtaduerfis cedere quam in fortunam
conari falubrius vifum elTet. multa menti occurrunt :

hue atqueilluc animum conuertensadquos confugercm
lion latis proipicio. Demum tu preclarifllme athleta oc-

currifti : (ubijtque mentem tui quidem nominis fama

percelebris. que nedum chriftianos : verum exterorurn

lines & vlque ad indos penetrauit. Accedit ad hoc fi-

dei integritas: animi generolitas mentifque magnani-
mitas. qua tu : tuique commilitones prediti lunt. Pre-

terea precellentis triumphi gloria : quam (obfidione

qua genitor mens Rhodios oppugnauit) adepti eftis il-

luftre quidem facinus : othumannorum familiam (^fupra

otftingentos annos tropheis trumphis atque ouationibus

celebratam) virtute veftra propullalTe. ingenti itaquetue
virtutis admiratione alledus : te tuorumque mUitum
cetu m. nedum dilexi verum amaui colui & magnifeci.
Veftre quippe : virtutis tante funt vires vt nedum Tue

gentis : verum exterarum nationum animos alhciant.

Isec parum attulit mihi fiducie : quod tu chnftianorinn

principum fauorem gratiamque baud immeriio com-

plederis. Et per te : tui quidem nominis iplendor in

orientem late diffunditur. NuUi certe miium videri

debet : liperfonam tue fidei crederemus. qui magnani-
mus & rapientifTimus genitorispreteritas iniurias parui-

penderes : & fiiium tiranni ad te confiigientem. non
contemneres : verum c(>nfiiio auxilio atque prefidio
foueres. Sed tacitus forlitan cogitas : quo iure cunt

germano
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gcrmano de regno hie contendit qui minor eft natu.

Fateor fratrem prius \a lucem prodifTj : hac quo-^ue
ratione imperio excliifum iri contendo. Patrc enim

genitus eft non rege : qui (nondum principatum adep-
tus) ipfum genuit. Poflideat igitur; quorum pata*

(dum eum
liifcepi;) potitur. Ego vero a patre rege im-

perialibus infulis ornato : genitus natus cducatufque
fum. Nee patrem vidi cognoui atque colui : nili re-

gem imperatorem ac principem rerum potitum. Quo
fit : vt Optimo iure quod pater (cum me genuit) polF^-
dit : mihi debeant nato. At mitiamus hec. Potuit ne
me regno paterno auitoque prorlus expellere : & regio
iuutni dignam portionem denegare ? Regiam gazam :

precelientemque fupelledilem inuadere fibi afcribere ac

diripere ? Commilitones (vt mihi intend eften:) donis

corrumpere allicere atque mouere : & me ad interitum

vfque vrgere ? O fratris feua crudelitas ? O germani
contumaK tyrannis ? O fanguinis ceca cupiditas ? Pa-
det hec : de fratre queri. Sed quod non erubuit : me
paterna herediiate Ipoliare- equum eft me (iniuria

(iDoliatum) coram his ad quos conFugio hajd verecunde

conqueri. ^li enhn medici operant petit : dolorem is
vulnus detegat nscefje ejL Ad te confugi Rhodioruni
feliciffime princeps : vofque ampleaor fortiffimi milites.

facelTant igitur paterne contumclie : ad cala-nitarem

.(qua premo! ) mentem conuertere velis inclitiflime a-
thleta. qui hoftlum armis ajdes reliftere : & princi-

pum calamitati fcis lubueniie. Percuciam quippe cum
chriftianis perpetuum foedus : nee eos armis laccfTere

conabor : paternique imperij portione non indigna con-
tentus : armis

pofitis quiefcam Nee immemor bene-
ficiorum (a te fufceptorum) ero. Imploro tuum prefi-
dium. inuocopriiicipum chriftiane religionis auxilium :

vt ,& mihi & ipfis confulant germani feuiciam vindi-

cantes. pro inimico amicum : pro hofte hoipitem : pro
infido fidum : R. P. chriftlanorum vendicabuut. Kegc
iilente : magiftcr ita loquutus eft.

Refp07ifw Magiftri.

Verb A tua illuftriflime Rex : prudencia funt plena.
Q<»od me 6c rhodios equites taiuopere laudaris : tue

quidem
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quidem modeftie afciibimus. SI quid enim glorie fanifi

aut dignitatis in noftro relucet cetu : deo gratiarum in-

fufbri attribuimus. Ex cuius prouidentie fonte : cunda
manant fluunt ac deriuantur. Nee te moueat : quod
chriftiani & cruce fignati fumus. Rhodiorum quippe
ciLHtas cundarum gentium afiluin refugium &portus fi-

difUmuseft'ad quam (patrum noftrorummemoria &tuc

gentis & aliarum non contemiiendi principes) qui

confugere : gratiam cum bumanitate reportarunt. Nee
enim decet generofos animos : cum de foedere agitur
hoftilium armorum reminifci. Sigenitor fuit acerrimus

Rhodiorum oppugnator : putauit fue legis decori id

conducere. Egit vt hoftis : nos autem vt bofti gladlos
obiecimus. Deus tandem clementiflimus iultiori fauit

parti : & vidtorie angelum ihodijs mitteredignatus eft.

Tu ut hofpes ainicufcjue accedes : iura quidem hofpicij

benivolencie ac diledionis prebeamr.s deccns eft. bono

ac erefto fis animo: pro virili parte rerum euentui

confulere. quodque tibi & nomini chriftiano conducat :

exequi non paruipcndemus quantum & ingenioli : &
fortunarum facvltas fuppeditarit. Romanus quidem

pontifex : rcges potentatufque catholici. Qui religi-

onis chriftiane tenent gubernacula : potentia fapientia

ac propenliore in R. P. chriftianorum voluntate per-
diti funt. qui tiii aduentus occafione frui fcicnt : te non

deferemus, fed nos huic cauie : propicios comperies.

Placuitque plurimnm tui iuris fummam intelligere : vt

iufte caufe inniii videamur. Grateque funt oblationes :

que non nifiab animo grato &generola mente (que om-
nem refpuit ingratitudinis labem) proficiicuntur. His

didis regeque ialutato edes reuifit.

Confultatlones Rhodiorum,

ToTisdiebus frequens fenatus cogitur : vbi fapicn-

tifTimaconfultatione res agitantur, Placuit tandem prin-

cipi ac rhodiorum fenatui : in earn quoque iententiam

cunctorum animi inclinantur ad Romanum pontificem
DTiperatorem reges & principes catholicos : literas dari

nunc>;rque mitti> qui regis Zyzymy ad rhodios confugi-
uni
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Dm nuncient : oportunitatcmque a Deo oblatam figni*
ficenr. quo. K. P. chiiftiaiioruiTj : conlLili polFu. Opti-
mumque viium eft : vl proFugus pnnceps i'ub tutela

magKtri & rhodiorum eqnltum ad occiduas migrct pro-
iiinc'as. Fa(5lu S. C. lircre nLincij»ju?e\pediLhtur. Ac
nauis oneiaria paratur queregulum dcuehar. cujus con-

dudlojes dcpu'antur prePantes rhodiorum milites: qui
kalendas feptembris M cccc Ixxxij. Navim conlcen-

dentes portu fel'citer foluunt. £a quoque pompa &
ornatu: quo Zyzytny vrbem introiuit. Poftquam
dies duo & quadiagima mOiam tra;^ifrct: Rhodo dif-

cclTit.

Ciiillelmi Caourjtn Fhodiorum vtcecancellartj de ad'*

mi ''-one regis yzymy in Gallias <ij diligenti cujlodid

cjj'eruatiojie : exhortation

NuLLUS efl: orthodoxe fidei tarn imbeclllis cultor :

qui pro virili parte aggredi non debeat quod chiiftiam

Dominis honori ialutique conducat. Etli corporis vires

lion Tuppetunt : voluntas tamen merito adfit. in qua
vera folidaque virtus locata eft. Haud igitur abfonuni

erit; fi ab ignauo pufilloque ingenio viro Q^iedam di-

cuntiir. que fortaiTis: fapientum illuftria ingenia & po-
tentum manus excitent. Hincchnfti zelus diuini nominis
amor : in ecclefiam catholicam afFedlus haud tcmere
mouit. Hinc deflenda orientalis plage labes : irnma-

culatarum animarumlapl'us. fcelerum atrodias: promere
impellit que ingenioli debilitas j balbuciens lingua

tremulaque manus edere poflit. Arduum eft enim quod
aggredimur : egetque prccellenti intelledlu viro. qui

cloquentia fuafione atque exhOrtatione preftet : & au-

ditores facile moueat. Durum quippe eft etate noftra

(mundialibus curls implicitis) catholicis perfuadere : vt

que noftri maiores pa'relque ex incuria perdidere chri-

(tiane religioni reintegrentur. Jampridem pleriqueviri
dodtrina & dignltale pollentes : operam pariter & in-

duftriam his in perlliadendis perdidere. Loquutiores
^uoque habiti funt : quo laborcs & impendia fubire

fuadent. nee propterea defiftere cepto decreui : fi vel
VoL.V* Z mihi
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mUii temeritas aut influija afcribatur. perfpicaci quidem

fapientiflimorutn iudicio dodloiumque (euero examini

editioncm fubmittens : diccndi initium aggrediar. in-

geniorum profunditas : quod ex proditis equum redo-

let libat fallidiatque quod mconcinumablurdum atque
infuifum conceperit. Si animo deftinauerim iadluras

clades ftrages & ignomlnias defcribere : quas chrilHano

nomlni mahumetes thurcorum princeps (qui nuper e

vita exceflit) crudellter attulit. Nee vires nee tempus :

r.ec dicendi facukas certe (lifFecerit. Js quippe

tyrannus Nerone crudelior. Rege AlTiiero : porenti-
or. Ac Holopherne eft proteruior. Jmperia enim

duo : Regna iion pauca. validiirimafque didones : ma-

humetee iegi fubegir. Potentidimalque ae preelarifli*

mas vrbes : tributum fubire compulit. Jn qua quidem
atrociori perfequutione icelerum tain immenia colluuies

iiata eft. Ut ea Nee mens excogitare Nee lingua pro-
raeie Nee Calamus exarare poterit. Qiie terlb graui-

que ftUo plerique dodlillimi : toti orbi nota reddidere.

vt luperfluum fuerit : nunc dicendi latillimum campum
ingredi. Prefertim : quod in animo eft deuotas men-

tes. attrocitate non afficere : nee obdudum vulnus re-

fricare. verum pro ingenioli facultate : ab omnipotent!
dco oblatam oportunitatem. Jmperialis Conftantino-

politane vrbis ledem : vniueri'amque greciam (que eu-

rope ponio eft) (libigendi & in chriftianam poteftatem

redigendi demonftrare intendimus. modo adfit : qui vo-

luntate fapientia&poteftate fruatur.fine quorum foedere:

nullum perfedum proderit opus. Libet enim paulil^

per mente eonitftari : que caufa fuerit tantarum cladi-

um enormitas. Quique :am feuus immanis fceleftus ac

prepotens vir : tarn infignes vidtorias fit afTequutus,

Iscc id : qui tunc rerum gubernacula tenuerunt : ig-

nauie afcripferim: qnam permulti accufare nituntur.

Potiflimum fuilfe iudico : mahumetis illius mirandam

inauditamquc obedientiam. Cui nee pufillo nee magno
in ditione fua degenti : refragari fas fuit. At treme-

bundi attonitique dido parentes : vel interitus pericula
non formidarunt ut omni ftudio principi parerent: Nee
fuit qui de throno imperij cum eo contenderet. His

quippe
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quippe turpiter occifis : ajt veneno cnedlis, qui thro-

niini confcendcre conarcntur: ditioiiis impcrijquemon-
archa colitur. nee au4et aliquis ccruicem crigere : fed

pauidi ad tyranni pedes procumbunt. Kinc oritur ia-

fblentia : hiiic potentla : hinc obedientia naf'citur ;

hinc fines ampliandi cupido inceflit. & diim longlnqui

priuatarum rerum ftudiofi) thurco vicini fidei tuicioneni

credunt : honida Hmies nos inficit. Eft profeclo othu-

mannorum domus inter mahumeteos illuftviirima : ty-

rannis Temper referta cliriiiianis niolella& formidolola.

Atque poftquam yfthmum afie minoiis (fub heraclio

principe : pipino rege apud gallias regnante) intrauit :

grandes iacluras attulit & mahiimeteum cultum auxit.

Potuitenim parua manu extingui : curn in principalus
exordio locata eft. Sed paruipendcrunt : qui enles ei

obicere potuiiTent. Sicque torpentibiis animis: pede-
tentim traiedto helefponto Euronam adijt. in qua baud

incelebi es ditiones : llio adlecit imperio. ad poftremum
quoque etate noftra : imperialem patriarchalemque fe-

dem fue fecit ditionis. Poft cuius-expugnationem .* vi-

cinis ac infulis prefertim rhodiiscruce fignatis molcftif-

fima habita eft. quos etiam deiiincere extinguere atque

proterere : conata eft. At diuina pietas tbriiii veros

athletas : a tyrannidis iugo protegit. Cujus repuire

ignominia afFe^us : draco ille rceieftifTiinus mortem
obiit atque damnatam euomit animrm. O immenfa :

dei dementia. U imcrutabilis : lapientia. O inuida:

potentia. que mira veteris Icgis renouans : inauditum

edidit miraculum. potentifTimum quidem ditiiTimum a-

trocifTimumque chrifticolarum perlequutorem : pulillo

principatui & cruce fignatorum cetui fubicit. Qyem
quoque validiffime vrbes triumphatorem confpexere.
clara rbodus ; vidum preftum & tandem ignominia rc-

pulle affedum ridet. dignata quidem eft diuina poteftas
etate noftra oftendere : quam vile quam imbecille quam
eneruatumvlit thurcorum fetidum iiomen. vt chriftiani

norum animos : priftinis iadturis attonitos erigeiet con-

iblaretur ac folidaret : deuotaique mentes augeret. ad-

exercitus comparandos. Qiii Biiantium & Europam-
haud indignam lkus& orbis portionem (mahumetea po:

Z 2
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lutione) Ilberent. Debu'it certe Rhodiorum infigms
viiftoria

(diuiiiis miraculis redimita) (ideles animos mo-
ucre: ut vniverfo foedeie iuiidli innephandam draconem
vires initaurarent. At reiedlo diuino fuafu tabefclt hu-
mana poteftis: nee audit mouentem mundi creatorem.

Qm pulfans iterate : baud paulopoft: terremotibus in

A(ia & Rhodo editis. crudclem tyrannum Rhodijs
minitantem : Jam iamque imminentem. vt exolam libi

vrbcm pefTiindet. Repcntina etenim morte occidi per-
niittit. Hiiic oritur in afia europaquoque thurcorum
tumultus : potenmm fimultates germanorum nepotwm-
quc tyranni diflidia : imperij tbronum appetentium.

Germanique Bagyazit & Z.yzymy : mutuis cladibus

fefe conficiiint. Que res maxime chiiftianam poteiitiarti
excitare potuit. vt vindidam de tyrannica domo iume-
ret : & ab Europa tyranni iugum excuteret. Dorinit
etiam latina potentia : nee puKanti deo creatori adittis

patuit. Conimuneque bonum : priuato affedui al-

gore regcns occidua fortitude : poftponit. O quani
dura eft prelensctas ; O quam tarda. O quamlenta :

minori certo de eaufa noftri maiores illuftria aggrelH
lUnl: iacinora. & infignem iriumphum : quandoque de
barbaris iidei boftibus reportarunt. Erat quippe in eis

cbrifti fanguis feruentior : qui precordia commouit iin-

pulit atque roborauit. Non enim miiericors deus cor-

dis ferrea duricia eommotus : illuftriori occaiione chri-

iVicolarum mentes bortari ftatuit. Qua permittitur
fraternum dilTidium diuturnius preftare : ne aut vi aut

dolo aut toxico interiret. Noui quidem tburci : qui
nunc bilancijs imperat. frater Rex Zyzymy : (omai
prelidio deftitutus) ad Rhodios confugit ; ab bis quo-

que qui patri infendffiini fuere. & qui potentiam eius re*

trufcrunt : tutamcn prelertim imploraus. Preftat enim

profugo clarilFimus Rbodiorum Magifter vitain : quern
a furore gladij fraterni eripit fouet nutritque fuis opibus.
Ut fuperftes frater terror! anxietati atque tremori fratri

fit imperitanti. Agendis quoqiie prudenter confulens

principem namque Zyzymy in occidentem mifit : nc

fratri propinquus imperitanti vim dolos & infidias ejus

fubiret, felix quippe profugium : quod apertam opor-
tunitatem
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tunitatctn (Res aggredlendi preclaras) affert. Non e(t

cnim
q.ii

ifinoret: quantas cladcs & ruinas. cluiunii di>

cordia. affinium difTidiumfrateniumqueodiunr imjcriis

ac regnls Reipublice attulerit. Sacie quidcin gcniill-

iimque litcre ; huius labis referte (lint exem^ilis. Nee
cnim noftra etas : horum baud expeis cenfetur. Noll

certe aliter Romanoi Lim R. P. (olim potentiffima)
in-

terijr. Nee lecus Aihenarum ciuitas aratrum paiTaelt.

& GrecoiLim imperiiim chriftum colens : non miiltos

exadlos annoslioc affectum malo prorllis occidit. Ait

enim : lapiens quid am. Concordia parue res crefciint,

Difcsrdia : inaxirne dilabuntur, Saluator quoque
nofter fumma Veritas : id explicans ait. Omne regnum
in fe diuilum : defolabitur. Hinc orta eft (ftrenuiirimi
thnrcorum ducis .-\chmat Bafie ydionti expugnatoiis)
iiex repentina : cuius tanta fuit infolentia procaciiasSc
audacia. Ut non nifi affiduo cogitatu : ytaliam attin-

gere cupiuerit. Eoquidem fupeiftite : numquam erant

vicini quieturi. ingentefque clades : miiiabatur fefe

illaturum. Erat profedo animo audaciflimus manu

promptus valido corpore armorumque peritus : qui

numquam quieicere aiTueuerat. Hunc quideni terrore

fraterni profugij : Nouus tburcus impulfus dolo ne-

cari julTit. Hinc quoque commiiitonum fatellitumque
noui thurcilateri adherentium: conrpiratio tumultulquc
nafcitur. Qiii lUi principis {bmnalentiam fiiftldientes :

Regis Zyzymy defiderio ducuntur. Hinc opum pro-
fufio editur ; vt (ibi aniraos nouus tburcus alliciat.

Hinc alfidua : in Europe portione (que fibi paret) at-

que afia trepidatio. tantaque iuquietudine ac terrore

tburcus afficitur : vt iamiam germanum imminere ad-

efle & aggredi fefe putet. Nee vigilijs nee fomno :

aliud cogitat aliud voluit aliudque videt quam ZvZ) my
Regem. Hinc illud infigne inauditumque monftrunn

natum eft : ut thurcum non puduerit. quadraginta mi-

iia nummum auri Rbodiorum magiftro trlumpbatori
Tetro DaubufTon mittere. padlo inito : vt germanus at-

tentius (nefibi moleftie terrorique fit) afTeruetur. Pnn-

ceps quidem potentifTimus terrore fraterno impuUlis :

Rhodiorum magiftro tributi conditione iefe reddit ob-

Z 3 lioxiuni.
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noxium. O dei infcrutabills : providentia. O inc-

narrabllis : iuftitia. O inefFabUis : bonkas. crudelidl-

mi quidem tyranni opnlentinimus potentifTimiis fuper-
biflimus natus : Rhodiorum principi cruceGgnato aure-

orum pa(5lorum vedligal foluit apud quern germansvitain
fouet : quern tanto amore nephandus genitor profe-

qautus eft. formidolollis quippe Bagyazit terrore per-
cullus ftatim frdus cum vicinls percutere noii diftulit.

Rhodiolque illuftrlori fcsdere infignlt
: equis quideni

conditionibus pa6lis. Nee audet trepidus Bagyazit ;

exercitus in chriftianos parare clafTcrni inftruere eniem-

que obicere. lie gerinanus adfit : latinorum manu fuc-

cindlus. O quam preciofum profugium : O quam il-

luftre exilium. O quam infigne regis Zyzymy con-

fugium quod tantam attulit latinis commoditatem quie-
tem & honorem. Ex quibus certo facile quis viderit

(mentis tamen caligine prius abducla) quanta lit (ab

omnipotenti creatore) oblata oportunitas Conftantino-

polim & Greciam recuperandi : latinorumque ditioni

redintegrandi. Si modo pronior voluntas, potentiam
& Hipientiam fibi copularit. vtinam adelTent illi : qui
olim tanto animi ardore barbai-os pefTundarecogitarunt.

quique nulla porreda oportunitate graui vero difficul-

tate : magna flint aggrefli : afTequerentur certe nunc

quod optarunt. Sic Ludouicus fandlus Francorum
rex : fie perilluftres alij principes qui fepius graui in-

comoditate: ab illuftrioribus bellis funt retradi. Au-
lim afHrmare. Si parua claffe Zyzymy vedlus adfit.

& non numerofus terreftris exercitus (qui danubio

traic»5]:ii)
feruiam intrct : thurcorum potentia europa

difcedet. Si eiiim minoris afie fines: profugus rex

Zyzymy tetigerit. Repente Bagyazit qui nunc imperat

(helefponto tranfmifro) europam terreftribus chriftia-

iiornm copijs patentem deferet: vt germano fe obiciat.

Ita baud dlfficulter: europa mahumetea feda liberatur.

Sunt enim hec baud obfcura : qui orientem ; & thurci

lines accolunt ejufque mores nofcunt, Sed qui longo
litus tradla a nobis diftant ; nugas fabulafque commen-
fari nos putant. Qaicquid quoque dicimus : queftus

gratia Uidum arbitrantur. Sunt quippe auro fulciti :

fub
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Tub deauratis testis latentes delicatifque cibis nutrhi: qu
thurcorum honida non gnorunt anna. Reairn enim
afHuentia : non finir hec profpiccre Non dciiint quo-

que inuldi quidam : mordaci dcntc hec deprai. antes &
quod mirabilius deteriufque exiftit : pa6la pecunia cum
thurco Initoqne confiiio. Rcgem Zyzyirjy : ftadiola

attentione toxico enecare conantur. vt luhlaia a deo o-

portunitateque data : nouus thurcus in regni folio fir-

nietur. Cogiietvjue ftabilis & intrepidus : perniagnas
vires in chiiitianos exercere. Quasgennano fuperftite

manuque Rhodiorum afTcruato : Ibpitas efTe neceiTe

eft. O (cclus : inauditum. O atrox : iniquitas. O
deteftanda : inuidia. horurn qui hjniani hoftis inuitati-

one fugeftioneque dyaboli : chriftianorum rempubli-
cam turbare ilibuertere ac eneruare iKident cupiunt-

que ac expetunt. Nee aduertunt lefe primum interi-

turos : & exterminium perpcfTuios. Si Rabidus ca-

iiis (fratre fublato) inlblelcat : auimum refocillet vi-

res refumat mentemque recipiat. Obcecata quidem
mens turrita fuperbia ; alterius gloriam videre nequit*
veniat in mentem : exterminium ftrages ia<5turaque,

Qiiam prifcis illis temporibus : Bothi Uvandali Huni,

ilrenuiflimi quidem barbari. latino nomini attulerunt.

Quod profc<rtt) principum tenebrofe iiiius etatis : igna-
uia inuidia diflidioque contigit. Reuoluant hortor hyf-
toriarum celebres iibros : claraque monimenta & qua
rerum qualitate verfamur : compertum habebunt atque

confpicient : quantam deus fit elargitus gi atiam quam
'

pertinaci animo non nofcunt & audire faftidiunt & que-

que (in banc fententiam) deuota mente prolata : in re-

probum interpretantur fenfum. Has igitur infidias :

prudentiflimus Rhodiorum magifter fubtili ingenio ab
emulis excogitatas (entiens. Arbitratus quoque princi-

pem Zyzymy tutius apud gallias defendi cuftodiri atque

protegi. Quibus certe preelt Rex chriftianiilimus :

qui catholicam fidem gratia & prefidio (maiorum ex-

emplo) prolequitur. vbi 8c fumma finceraque viget reli-

gio : fidefquoque relucet orthodoxa : vbi monftra now

giguuntur ; ubi carcnt infidijs ac vbi toxici tabes igno-

ratar*
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ratur. H's caufis iuafus in franciam Zyzymy Regem
mittit. vt rob jitilTim-s (cruce fignatis) conhibus fuc-

cindlus : opido hierolblimoium in amplifliiTJO franco-

rum Regno (jto afTeruetur. Scd non defuit commen-
tun?; quod principem Zyzymy regno interdiceret. nee

ci pateret aditus : conftitutione regia (vti accepimas)

refragante. Que Mahumeteos Judeos alienolque (ab
fide catbolica) viros regno excludii. Heu graueni
Soitem : Res vero quldem equa J 'fta me.nora.apae

digna. Devoto catbolicoque regis cbriftianiirnni pec-
tori : vt indigna vt abliirda 8c vt iniqua proponitur nee

clariflimi facinoris circunftantie qualitates atque modi :

fincere iunt explicati. Quis enim velit (prefertim
hierolblimorum ordo : qui precipuum eredtorem pro-
teflorem audtorem francorum regem colit veneratur

obferuat) immaculatum integerrimumque regnum ob-

Icenis moribus inficere ? Qi.iis cupit : regie conftituti-

oni aduerfari ? Quis defiderat : rem atrocem commit-

tere ? NuUus profedto fane mentis : id excogitarir.
Kon erit quippe in gallijs : Zyzymy fempiterna mora.

Sed ad tempus: quo rebus cbriftianorum confuli
polTit.^

non erit cum gallis viris integerrimis & omni imniun-

dicie labe puris : Zyzymy commercium. Non erit

quidem cum incolis affiduitas : non erit cum habitato-

ribus familiaritas quaiidoquidem in fecelFu conclude
tur: caitelli muris cobibebitur paucis comitatus fatel-

fitibus. Aderuntquippe eius cuftodie milites rbodij :

qui conftantes eorum prauitarem contemnunt & ri-

dent. Non debet quidem Gallia bunc rennuere ex-

pcllere atque contemnere: cuius afleruatione tantum
decus tantum comodum & tantum vtile emanare po-
teft. Nee dubitamus pijflimum regem ac (apientiffi-

mos do<StifIimofque ejus regni viros : baud aliter fen-

tire. Si modo buius principis ftatum intcllexerint.

Maior quippe comoditas cbriftianis affertur Zyzymy
fouendo protegendo & afferuando: quam inclitiffimo

regno arcendo propellendo nee non 3c excludendo.

Kec enim regis conftitutio : nee conditoris intentio in-

fringitur. vbi tarn clarum facinus tarn grande cmoli-

meiitum tamque infigne monimentuni : ex admiflione-

m
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in veTnum oritur. Si autem aditns in franciam Xyzy
my denegatur : exultabunt infidiatores toxicorum por-

titores
fiCLirlj ncphandique fatellites. qui dinTimulato ha-

bitu iuffu thuici : nephandorumque virorum llie ta<5ti-

onis palliin va^ipalantur.
vt Zyzymy : vel gladio ne-

ccnt. iiel rapiant vel veneno interimant. Excipe ex-

cipe nobilKFima pallia & rex pijfiime virum illuftrem :

nobiliflima mahumctcorum familia natum. Qui tanta

comoda : chrilViane religioni e(l allaturus. Qji ger-

manum magnum thurcum : chrillicolarum finibus ar

cet. Qui Fratrcm bilanciorum imperatorem : tuoquidcni

regnicole (plendidiflimo Rhodiorum magiftro fubniiflum
reddit. Qui paflionis domini noftri iheiu chrifti mvoni-

menta : refiquia.que inConftintinopolitana fubverfione

raptas. & a thurco expugnatore ex induftria cuftodi-

tas heredique nato dimilTas : daturum elargiturumque
fe magiftro poUicetur. Qui tantorum Icaiidalorum :

extindtio cenletur. Qui quieiem chriftiano noriiini

prebet vide ne eum repellas : qui repuUlis fcandaio &
iaflure futurus fit. Si aditum prohibeas : adfunt fa-

melici ac lupi rapaces qui regium iuuenem deuorent

lacerent atque opprimant. quo fublato Bagyazit thur-

corum rex cornua erigit : Rhodios perfequetur.
Italic

immincbit : hungarolque inoadet. Et qui modo timi-

dus ftupidus ac tremebundus pauet iacct atque latet ?

repente crumpet infaniaque iniblelcet. ctiam certe anl-

mum augebit : fublatufquippe tremor terror ac formi-

do erit. Ex quibus lor grauia tot horrida tot enormia

fublequentur : que narrare nemo quidem poterit. Ta-

ceo vrbium iubuerfiones : & iuuenum fidei abnegatio-

nem. phanorum ^olutiones : virginumque proftitutio-

ncs. Qi-!orum preterite clades : telVimonium perhi-

bent baud incertum. Caue toto orbe digniirima gal-

lia: triumphis ac tropheis prilcorum gloria clariflima.

Ne tua laudata conftitutio : tantorum malorum caufa

lit. Non fuit profedo legiflatoris
intentio bonum lau-

dabile ac preclarum edidlo excludere : quinimo pefli-

mis viris ac fceleribus regnum purgare. At ubi tantum

cminet bonum : in thurci (cilicet ad tempus excepti-

one lex quidem merito atque regia conftitutio cederc

debet.
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debet. Que feruata : grande quidem fcandalum clin-

iliano nomini fit allatura. damnant certe iura diuiria

pariter & bumana iura luxuriam inconccfTofque concu-
bitiis : proftibula tamen permittuntur. ne maius lequa-
tur malum : omnia equidem turbentur libidinibus.

Moyfefquoque libellum repudij permiiit : vt bomicidi-

um vitetur. duelbum quoque conceditur : (i ex eo pu-
blicum fequatur comodum. Tollerantur plerumque
r.onnulla quamuis non equa : ne grauius ingruat ma-
lum. Qui profedo rei pubiice preficitur : licitum eft

minora permittere mala ne maiora contingant. At di-

ces facicnda non funt mala : vt eueniant bona, fateor

quidem : li de bonis & malis fpiritalibus intelligas fup-

politum. At fi de temporalibus fiat comparatio : mi-
nova fequi certe mala ratio fuadet. Rarus quippe & foe-

nici confercndus qui'minimum fpiritale bonum eligit :

vt maximo temporal! incomodo afficiatur. Nee pra-
uum fimpliciter dixerlm : Zyzymy excipere regnoque
admittere. qui tanra diligentia aJfTeruabitur : neiniquum
afferat exemplar. Exceptio namque hec & legis in-

fradlio : non quidem malum moris ac fpiritale
cenfetur.

nam nee iuri diuino nee iuri communi reFragatur. Sed

regie conftitutioni : edidoque prouinciali repugnat.
Quaie prouinciale malum potius dici poterit. Mec e-

nim omnes chrifticole a iliis ditionibus : Judeos & ab

fide alienos excludunt, Refpondere profecfto
conor de-

bilius quam nece/Tum fit : bis qui exception! regiam
conflitutionem obiciunt. Sed non aduertunt : que (ip-
fam obicruando) contingant Icandala. Ordini preier-
tim Hierolblimorum : qui Rbodijs imperat. & F'ranco-

rum regij dyadematis prefidio : ad banc noftram eta-

tem defenli proredique funt. Graviffimum quidem
fcelus tft Icandalum : ex quo fepenumero nephanda:
iequuntur fi non cauetur modeftia. Doctor quidem-

gentium Paulus apoflolus Thymoteum circumcidit: ne

conueilis iudeis icandalo fit. Qiiedam quoque Icgis
molaice iam lopite cherimonialia fequutus traditur ad

tempus : vt fcandalum vitaret. Scandali namque ta-

bes: enormitatum fomes eft. Sed forfitan quis
dicet:

fides publica Zyzymy data arde eius cuftodie repugnat*
niinime -
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minime quidem : fides namque data Zyzymy regem
rhodiorum magiiho audicntcm futurum policetur.

Confilioque eius potiturum : iicc priuatos appetitus fe-

quuturum. Exceptus enim non eft rex Zy^^ymy : vt

chriftiane religioni aut rhodiorum ftatui ohfit officlat

damnumqne atferat. IpCum certe profugum a naufra-

glo a mortis diicrimine a germani fanguinolentiique
nianibus : precclIentiiTimus magifter eripit feruat atque
deteiidit. diironum quippe & a ratione prorfus alienum
(i qiios fautores & vite tutores ientit cladem afFerat.

Terendum quidem tempus & rebus maturius confulen-

dum : donee etas quieiior tranquillior ac feracntior

reddatur : Et qui difTident virtute : fruantur optata.
Nul!a fiquidem ex eius cuftodia oritur pecuniaria vti-

litas : quamuis ampla (it penfio. prodigum eft ac pro-
fufum id hominurn genus : multoque cibo

iiitignique

fupelledili vtitur. multalque impenlas eius cuftodia af-

fert : in educandis qui fue afleruationi incuuibunt. fui

etiam caufa legationes ad thurcum & eius ad nos fepius
mittuntur : que amplos fumptus faciunt. Honor qui-
dem comodum vtilitus etiam fidei ac reipublice chrifti-

anorum : adieruandum iuuenem nos compellit. donee

qui cun£i:a prouidet ex eius alta fpecula chriftianorum

tepidas mentes inflammet : vt expeditio in fidei hoftem
inftauretur. Si chrifticole oblatam fpernent occafto-

nem : ingratitudinem certe nephandam non feret Deus,

luentque penas quandoque : qui conatus qui (andum

propolitum : quique res propicias iniquo difturbant

ingenio. Si interierit : aut manus bolpitalariorum
rex Zyzymy (quod Deus auertat) efFugerit : tunc li-

quido patebit : quanto nunc fruimur bono. Quod
pauci quidem gnofcunt : plurimi ignorant, perplures
certe : vt iniquum facinus opprimunt damnant & fal-

tidiunt. Do(Ste ac fidelis ledoi : tuo qui perfpicaci in

genio de paucis plura coniedtare poteris. & pro intellec-

tus acumine diiudicabis : ft equum lit regie conftitutioni

jnherere ac Zyzymy repelkie. vel conftitutionem rec-

tius interpretando fie<5lere : & Zyzymy adraittere & in

regnum introd u cere. Propofitis quidem duobus : que
mail fpecicm iiiduere videntur lecundem fapientis fen-

ten-
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teniiam. minus malum reicc^o ma'ori cfl: tlrgendum Si

quid acrius quamdecuii dixepin aut inc<^ncinum cjnid-

piatfi cdidi vel abliirdum counexu', ,;aicc precor qui
Icftkas imbecilli ingciiio; quod pondus tanti negocij
iufferre & expl'care non point. Cc;do rhi e^celL^nti

ingc-nio doCtoil : cu* poiiora aculiora & pradent'ora

escogiralMs. que deu'v.as mentes: non aaiblL'o in no-

ft.am all'ciani Jcnientiam. valcat felix : quicuin |uc

pcrlegert Datim Rhodi. xiij. kal. odobris anno iu-

carnaiioiiis chriili. M.cccc.lxxxiij.

JEnd ofthe fifth and laffVolumc*

INDEX.
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AAronRafchtd, (the caliph) permits the French, out

^^ of regard to Charlemagne, to vifit the holy fe-

piilchre,
vol. i. page i r.

AhafideSi (the caliphs) their origin, i. 109. eftabli{h

themfelves at Bagdad, ibid, are acknowledged for

the lawful fuccefTors of Mahomet by all the Maho-
metans of Afia, and chiefly by the Selgeucidian Tur-

comans, ibid, their fchiim with the Fathimite ca-

liphs, 1 10. are likeways acknowledged in Egypt,
on the cxtinftion of the Fathimites, ibid. Saladin in-

veiled with this authority, ibid.

y^<^^/, commander of the Ottoman (quadron, prefents
himfelf before Malta, v. 199 writes a very haughty
letter to the grand mafter, ibid.

Abubeker preferred to Aly in the fucceflion to Maho-
met, i. 9.

Abidahbas^ founder of the dynafty of Abafides, which
fettled at Bagdat, i. 109.

Achmet^ Solymans general, is fent to the afliftance of

Muftapha, iii. 258. revolts, and propoles a league a-

gainft bolyman, 259. et feq, is difcovered and be-

trayed, 262.

Achmet Gediic demands a repararion of Mahomet IT.

for the injury offered his wife by his fon Muftapha,
iii. 34. upon the death of Mahomet II. prevails upon
the army to declare in favour of Bajazet, iii. 78.
defeats the army of Zizim, 80. is (ent out againft
him a fecond time, and is victorious again, 84. is

appointed a commiflioner to treat of a peace between
the grand feignior and the knights of Rhodes, 89.

exprefles his reientmeut at the terms agreed on, 93.
put to deaih by Bajazet, 94.

Ach'ymat, the eldeft fon of Bajazet il. his chara(f1:er,

iii. 140. the affedlion of his father for him occaii-

ons the deftru<5lion of them both, ibid.

Vol. V. A a Acre



INDEX.
^cre hcfxeged by the infidels, vol i. page 158. reco-

vered by the Chriftians, ibid, again bcfleged by the

infidels and taken, 165.

yfcre. (the bifhop oF) difputes with the knights of St.

John upon the right of tithes^ i. 27^. addrefTes him-

lelf to the pope upon the occafion, 274. is obliged
to defift from his pretehfions, ibid

Adhaci, the laft of the Fa.himite caliphs, ftrangled by
S.iladin, i. 125.

Ad:niral^ a dignity of the order, fixed to the language
of Ita'y, iii. 14

Adrian IV. (pope) approves the treaty concluded be-

tween Ra'mond Bercngrr and the templars, concern-

ing ihe execution of the teftament of Alphonfus I.

5 69. jerules to recall ihe privileges of the hoipital-

lers, 9 1 .

AdrianYl (pope) receives advice of the lofs ofRhodes,
iii. 2 6 his attaclimcnt to the interefl: ofCharles V.

<lraws reproaches upon him, ibid, grants a bull to

the grand mafter, 238. declares againft France in

favour of the emperor, 246. fahs ill of an ague as

loon as the ceremony was over, 247- receive:, the

grsnd mafter of Rhodes with great tenderneis and

aiTcdion, 248. his death, 249.

Africa, a cviy of Africa, its fituation, iv. 103. Dragut
feizes it, 106. is beUeged and taken by the army of

Charles V and the knights of Malta, iii. et feq, and

offered by that prince to the order, 22 r.

Agatha^ (the fort of St.) built by order of the grand
mafter Lafcaris, v. 129.

Agnci ,
a roman lady, prefides over the hofpital at Je-

rufalem, appointed for the reception of women, i.

33-

Agojia quite overturned by an earthquake, v. I7r. and

repaired by the grand mafter Adrian de Vignacourt,
ibid.

Aiazzo, a city of Cilicia, in the harbour of which the

Egyptian fleet is routed, iii. i^s, et feq.

Airadiuy loid of Tagiora, undertakes to drive the

knights of Malta from Tripoli, iv.
^i^,

fufFers lofs ia

the
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the expedition, and returns, vol. iv. page 70. is dri-

ven from Adabus, vi^here he lay intrenched. 62.

Aladin, general to the caliph of Egypt, fortifies Jerufa-
lem again If the Chriftians, i. 33. defeated by God-

frey of Bouillon, jt;.

Alarcon^ aSpanilh officer, entrufted with the keeping
of Francis I. at Madrid, and that of Clement VII. at

Naples, iii. 287. refifts the foiicitaiions of cardinal

Colonna, 288.

^AW^, (the cardinal of) made head of the army of the

Cruiade, as the pope's legate, i. 244. occaiions the

lo(s of theChriiliaii army, 247.

Aibauy^ its lltuaiion, ii. 257. the revolution that hap-

pens there, ibid, etfeq.

Aibi, (the chevalier of) fets fail for Rhodes with the

knights of Cafliile and Portugal, iii. 242. his arrival

prevented by the Algerine pirates, who fall upon him
at lea, ibid.

Albigetifesy their original, i. 225.

Alcantara^ (the order of) the grand maflerdiip of it is

annexed to the kings of Spain, i. 97.
Alcoran y variety of ichifms arifing from the dilFerent

explications of it, i. Iio. ii. 267, et feq.

AlengoTiy (the dutchefs of) is conduced into Spain by
the grand mafter, iii. 271. returns into France, 274.

Alexander III. (pope) calls the third general council of

Lateran, i. 1C3. makes up the difference between

the hofpitallers and the templars, 141.
Alexander V . (pope) eledicd at Pifa, ii. 219. applies

himfelf to form a league againft the Turks, 220.

and to put an end to the divifion in the order of St.

John, ibid, his death, 223. John XXIII. his fuccel^ •

lor is fufpevfted on that account, 224.
Alexa?ider VI. buys the popedom, iii. 107. fhuts up

Zizim in the caftle of St. Angelo, 108. puts his life

to audion, ibid, prepares him/elf againft the arrival

of Charles VIII. and fhuts himfelf up in the caflleof

St. Angelo, no. comes to an agreement, and pro-
mifes to deliver up Zizim, m, but firll caufes him

A a 2 to
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to be poifbned, vol. iii. page 112. invades the pri-

vileges of the knights of Rhodes, 115. forms a pow-
erful league againft the Turk, 116, applies himfelf

to raife the fortune of cardinal Borgia his Ton, 119.
his death, 125.

Alexandria taken and plundered by the grand mafter

Berenger and the king of Cyprus, ii. 149. who are

afterwards obliged to abandon their conqueft, 150.

Aie:<isy the greek emperor, deals deceitfully with the

princes of the crufade, i. 28. enters into a fecret trea-

ty with the Sultan Solyman, 29.
AUxh Co77imnus, fon to the emperor Ifaac Angelus, (b-

licits fhe princes of the crufade to make war upon
the ufurper Alexis, who had dethroned his father, i.

2 ! I. by their afliftance overcomes his oppofers, and

3s made partner with his father in the empire, 213.
is dethroned, and murdered in prifon. 215.

Algiers invaded by the Barbaroffas, with fubjeiflion to

the grand ftignior, iv. 34. an unfortunate expediti-
on of Charles V- aga-nll that city, 80.

Alice, the youngeft daughter to Baldwin II. king of

Jerulalem, married to Bohcmund prince of Antioch,
j. 51. after his death lets up for herielf, 59. is ex-

pelled the city by her father, and obliged to retire

to Laodicea, ibid, a conlpiracy formed in her fa-

vour, 61.

Alice^ lecond daughter of Ifabella, and the count of

Campa'gne her third husband, marries Hugh of Lu-

lignan king of Cyprus, i 219. claims the crown of-

Jeruialem, 270. her defcendents purfue her pretend-
ed right, 319.

Alleviand de Lhateau-noir, brother Albert, grand com-

mander of Cyprus, favoured by the grand mailer

Kulk de Villaret. ii. 104.

Aiphoi^fus of Portugal chofen grand mafter of the order

of St. John, i. J 97. endeavours a reformation of
~

the order, 199. abdicates his dignity and retires to

Portugal, 200.

Alphonfiis I. king of Navarre and Arragon, makes the

holpitallers and templars his heirs, i. 66. dies in the

combat
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comV>at againft the infidels. Trojblcs on or cafi >ii

oFihc" execution of his lertament, vol. i.
pag.; 6 >,

et fcq.

j9hnrez de Sande di'liades the viceroy of Sicily from

lendin;^ fuccours to Malta, v. 3 5. commands the re-

giment of Naples in the reinforcement lent to M.iha,

55. preiFes for an engagement with the Turks, 60.

makes a furious charge upon the infidels. 62.

j^ly nominated by Mahomet to be his fucctfTor, i. 9.

jijuaiirw (prince) cholen to fucceed his brotherBaldwin

IIL ii> the throne of Jerufalem, i. 106. his charac-

ter, 107. enters into a treaty with Sannar fultaii of

Egypt, 113. fo: ms a dtfign to conquer Egypt, i r 5.

draws over the Greek emperor Manuel Comnenus to

join in the projed, ibid, enters upon the expedition,
and takes Pclufium, 1 20. conienrs to a treaty of

peace, 121. is obliged to retire wiih di grace, 122,

applies for relief to Manuel the cmpeior ot Condan-

tinople, and attends upon him in perlbn, 127. dies,

133-

j^iuaiiry^ a clergyman in the diocefe of Chartres, the

founder of a new lect, i. 224.

AmboifL^ {^Ejiieri d') is chofen grand mafter, iii. I2'^«

the marks of Charles VIIl's efteem for that pr'nce,

125. holds a general chapter, 126. caufes the order

gain (everal advantages, and likeways a naval vidory
over the i'ultan oF Egypt, i ''4. his death, 1:6.

y^j/eeV. count of Savoy, talfly reported to have pre-
(erved Rhodes from falling under the Ottoman pow-
er, iK 60.

Amnrath I. bi'other and fuccefTor of S ;lyman, his great

conquerts, ii. 155. he is ftabbed by a Have, 17:?.

Amnrath II. eldeft fan to Mahomet I. fucceeds him in

the throne, and reftores the Ottoman' empire to its

former fplendor, ii. 235. turns his arms againft the

princes in the Morea, and the iiles of the Archepe-

Jago, 256. declines to enter into any negociation
with the knights of Rhodes, 245. ccnfents to a re*

newal of the ancient treaties of peace, 257. his quar«-

rels with the king of Albania, ibid, marches at the

A a 3 head
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head of a powerful army agalnft Scanderbeg, vol. il.

pag? 259. lays {lege to Croia, the capital of Albauia,
bnt without luccels, 260. h's death, ibid.

Amuratby Ton to Zizim, turns Chriftian, and is fupport-
ed by ths knights of Rhodes, iii. 1:^9. attempts to

efcape with the grand mailer upon the lofs of Rhodes,
but is prevented by the vigilance of Soli man's fpies,

230. difcovered, owns himfelf a Chriftian, and is

publickly executed with his tons, 2 J 5.

Andrsnxjy king of Hungary, undertakes the crufade, i.

234. commits the regency of his kingdom to the

palacineBacbannus, 235. is admitted as a brother in-

to the order of St. John of Jerufalem, 240, gains a

vidlory over the infidels, and returns into his own

country, 241, etfeq.
Andre^oj d' -Imaral^ commands the gallies of the

knights of Rhodes againft the fuhan of Egypt, iii.

133. demands the dignity of grand mafter, and is

rcfufed it, 147. takes up a refolution to deftroy the

order, 140. prelfes the grand feignior to befiega

Rhodes, and offers him his lervice as a fpy, I49.

oppoles the preparations made by the grand mafter

for the defence of Rhodes, 159. ftirs up the Italian

knights to a difobedience to the grand mafter, 164.

charged with having made a falie report to the

council, concerning the quantity of powder contain-

ed in the town, i 88. gi- es notice to Solyman ofthe

•weaknefs of the befi^ged, 207. his treachery dif-

covered, 20B. hanged and quartered, 2x0.

Andreiv Dona, prince of Melphi, commands the em-

peror's fleet againft the Turics, iv. 18. lays (lege to

Coron, 20. and takes it, 21. bedeges Patras, and car-

ries it, ibid, the Turks attempt to recover Coron, and

are defeated by Doria, 22. what motives determin-

ed huTJ to defert the kmg of France and go over to

the emperor, 76. is made ^eneraliili.no over all the

ileet of the Chriftian leaq;ue, 77, draws over the Ve-

netians to the imperial fide by a fti atagem, ibid en-

deavours to divert the emperor from hii African ex-

pedition, So. is fent againft Dragutp xoi. lays fiege
to
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to Monefter and takes it, vol. iv. [age io8. is or-

dered by the empeior to purl'ue the conquelt of Afri-

ca, ibid, forms the fiege, ill. and takes the town,

purfues Dragut by orders from the emperor, 122.

delirc&tlip aiTiitance of the gallies of the order, 124,

Andrenio Doriay nephew to the late prince of Melphi,
offers to tianfport 2000 men to Maka, till the for-

ces of the king of Spain could be got together, v.

15. is deluded by the viceroy of Sicily, ibid, pro-

pofes to fit out al! the naval forces of the king of

iSpain, and give battle to the Turks at lea, but is o-

ver-ruled, 35.

Androniciu^ the greek emperor, refu(es to afTifl: the ho(^

pitallers in the conqueu: of Rhodes, ii. 49. lends a

body of troops againft them, 52.

Andronicus murders his prince, and fets up for empe-
ror, i. 211.

AnJGUy (Charles count of) brother of St. Levvis,embarks

wiih him for the cruliade, i. 297. his pretentions to

the kingdom of Jerufalem, ^19. (ends a lieutenant

int© the holy land, ibid, caulcs ieize the goods of

the hofpitallers who had not joined him in that

quarrel, 320. the Sicilian Vefpersput an end to his

purluits, c;23.

Anne de iVhntmorencyy marfhal of France, marches out

of Rome to a confiderable diftance, to receive the

grand malter, iii 247.

Anthony Flavian, or de la Riviere, made grand mafter

of the knighis of Rhodes, ii. 233. puts out a fleet

to lea, in order 10 oppole the defigns of the grand
feignior, 236. mediates a peace between Sultan Da-
ker and the king of Cyprus, but without lucceis,

227. fupplies the Cypriots with fuccours, and pre-
vails upon the impriibned king to purchaic his liber-

ty at any rate, 239. oppo'es the fultan s defigns a-

gainit the order, and redores a regularity in diicip-

line, 240. his death, 244.
Antioch. a city of Syria, taken by the crufade, i. 32.

retaken and iack'd by Beiidocdar Sultan of Egypt^

Antiochj
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^//V/^, (the patriarch of) excommunicates co'jnt Bohe-
mund 111. i-'or adultery, and lays the kingdom under
an inteididl, vol. i. page 142.

Antonio di San Martino, defends himfelf before the

grand mafter from the charge of having negleded
to fend ibccours to the relief of Rhodes, iii. 241.

Antonio de Toledo, a candidate For the dignity of grat^
mafter of Malta, is let aiide for his virtues, v. 73.

Aquedu6l made at Malia, v, 104.

Arachf a (trong place in the frontiers ofArabia Petraea,

befieged by the Turcomans, i. 130. .

Ara7no7t^ {Ciabriel d') ambalTador of Henry II. to the

Porte, is defired by thr grand mafter d'Omedes ta

repair to the Turkifh Heet before Tripoli, to hinder

the iiege of it, iv. 147. is unl'uccelsful, and detained

by Sinan the bafha, 151. procures the liberty of the

governor and Ibme odier prilbners, 165. returns to

Malta, where the grand mafter d'Omedes throws-

difadvantageous fufpicions upon his coruiu<51 with the

Bafnas, 169. pafies to Conftantinople, ibid, the king
demands juftice

of him, and obtains it by the indui-

try of Villegagnon, iiiyetfeq.

Arafchid, one of the eldeft ions to Muley Mahomed,
implores the protection of Barbarofta againft his

younger bi-other Muley Haflan, iv. 37. is carried to

Coiiftantinople, and arretted in the feriiglio by order

of Solyman, ibid.

Ardinely (the caftleof) taken by thegallies of the or-

der, iv. 21.

Armenians^ Chriftians by religion, but fchifmatics,

their errors, i. 128. acknowledge in appearance the

authority of the pope, 222. are afllfted by the hof"

pitallers againft^ Solyman the fultan ofIconium, ibid.

Arnaud de Com^^s, eledled grand mafter of the order of

St. John, i. 108.

Arpajon, (Lewis vifcount of) a fine aflion of his^'V;

IZf.

Arfenal h\jS\t at Malta, v. 170.

Artois, (Robert count of), embarks with the king St.

Lewis his brother, for the crufadc; i. 297. declares

him-
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hjmfelf for the Cege ofGrand Cairo, his ophiion pre-

vails, vol. i. page ^oo. forces the intrenchments of
the Saracens, 301. refufes to hearken to the remon-
ftrances of the two grand mafters, and the count of

Salisbury, 304. is furrounded by the enemies, and

killed, 305:, et Jeq.

j^fcaloTif the key of Paleftine to the Saracens ofEgypt,
i. 64. their Ichool of war, ibid, befiegcd by the

Chriftians, 81. and taken, 84.

Afcanio del laCorna^ adviles the fending of fuccours to

the knights of Malta, v. 36. his advice prevails, 37,
is appointed major-general, and lands in Malta with
the Sicilian fuccours, 58. advifes the waiting for the

coming up of the enemy in their camp, but notwith-

flanding marches out with the reft, and fights in the

firft ranks, 61.

J^fia^ the ftale of it at the inftitution of the order of the

hofpirallers, i. 2. et feq,

j^Jfciiity {Gilbert of) fourth grand mafter of the hofpi-

tallers, his chara<5ter, i. 116 gets the council to ap-

prove the enterprife of Amaury agahift Egypt, 117,
borrows great funis from rhe banks of Florence and

Genoa, to defray the charges of the war, 118. ab-

dicates his dignity for Ihame of his bad fuccefs, 125.
embarks at Jaffa, and palFcs into France, ibid, pe-
rifhes in his palfage to England, 124.

j4jfajjins, a fort of bandiiii leated in the mountains of

Phoenicia, i. I^o. the original of the word, 131. are

fubjeded to pay tribute to the templars, i ,i. offer

to become Chriftians upon their ielea(ement from

the tribute, and are ill treated by the templars, 133,

Aubujjcn, (the commander ot )
obiains alhftance of mo-

ney from (.hailes VII. is made overiecr of the forti-

fications of the ifle of Rhodes, iii. 24. is lent into

the ifle of Ncgropont to the affiftancc of the Veneti-

ans. 26. becomes grand prior of Auvergne, and at

laft grand mafter, 36. his chief cares, 7 he pru-

dentl) decides :bmc dilputes with the Venetians, 39.

ranloms fome prifonevs, 40. calls a general chapter,

and ordeis all the kiiightii to repair to Rhodes, 42.

agrees
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agrees on a cclTation ofarms with Mahomet II. vol. iit*

page 44. makes an advantageous treaty with thefultan

ofEgypt, and the king ofTunis, 46. is vefted with the

fovereign authority, 48. provides for the defence of

Rhodes, 49. his delcent, so. at the requelt of the

council confers the chief command ofthe armies on

Anthony d'AubufTon his elder brother, ibid, iignali-
2es himlelf for courage and prudence in the liege of

Rhodes, which he forces the bafha Palaeologus at lad

to raile, ^6, et feq. enters into a league againft Ba-

jazet II. 82. grants Zizim an alTylum in Rhodes,
8f. from whence he perfuades him to pafs into

France, his motives therein, 90. enters into a nego-
tiation with the Sultan, 99. what ule he made of the

power he had over the perfon of Zizim, 101. agrees
with Innocent VIII. to caufe condu(5l him to Rome;
the articles of the treaty, 105. his confternation at

the news of the death of Zizim, 112. is defired by
Charles VIII to condu<5t him in his enterprile againft
the Turks, ibid, caufes complaint to be made to the

pope by Ferdinand king of x'\rragon, 115:. Lewis
XII. by an obliging letter, perfuades him to enter

into the league againft the Turk, 117. baniflies the

Jews from the ifle of Rhodes, i »9. writes fharply
to the pope, whole injuftice towards the order was
now beginning again, 121. dies for grief that he had
not been able to prevent it ; his charader, ibid, re-

flexions on his fuccelTors, 1 22.

Aiigsr de Balberiy cholen grand mafter of the hofpital-

lers, i. 102. compofes the difference between king

Amaury and the lords of Jeruialem, loS. dies,
ibid.

Avogadrey general of the gallies, deprived of his corn-

million, and condemned to a year's imprifonment, v.

y^;{^;?tv7/^, (the chevalier dt") fues for fuccours to relieve

Rhodes at the court of France, and obtains them, iii.

242 his fleet difperled by a ftorm at lea, 24?.

Auvcrgne, (ihe grand pr'ory of) the prejudice done to

the order in regard of that benefice; iii. 14.
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B.

"DAchaimusy palatine ofHungary, made regent during
the abfence of king Andrew in the holy land, vol.

i. page 155. {tabs the queen for having aflifted in

the ravifliment of his wife, 258. is pardoned by the

king, 242.

Bagdad taken by Togrulbeg, a Turcoman prince, i.

15. the ordinary refidence of the califAbaffides, no.

Bajazety fifth lultan of the Ottoman race, threatens

Hungary with an invafion, ii. 173. his advance-

ment to the throne, and con^^uefts,
i 74. gains a vic-

tory over the French, 183. turns his arms againfl:

the Greeks, and lays fiege to Conftantinople, 184.
is oppofed by Tamerlane, great cham of Tartary,

187. railes the fiege to march againft him, 190.

comes to a battle, is defeated and taken prifoner,

193. infulted by Tamerlane, and kills himi'elf, ibid,

his fons difpute the fuccelTion, 202.

Bajazet II. Ton to Mahomet II. lays claim to thecrown,
iii. 78. is declared grand ieignior at Conftantinople,
but oppofed by Zizim his brother, 79. orders his

troops to march immediately againft him, ibid, of-

fers to come to a compofition wiih him, 8 1 . marches

againft him in peribn, and returns vidorious, 83.
makes him other propoials, defigning to furprife him,

84. foices him to leek protedtion of the knights of

Rhodes, 85. enters into a negotiation ofpeace with

the grand mafter, 91. and concludes it, 92. caufes

Achmet the grand vizir to be put to death, 96. pre-
fents the grand mafter wiih the right hand of St.

John Baptift, the patron of the order, 99. iends an

cmbaffador to Charles Vlll. king of Fiance, to foli-

cit the giving up of his brothei Zizim, 103. makes

a yearly allowance to pope Alexander VI. for the

imprifbnment of Zizim, 108. foUicits him to put
him to death, 1C9. makes a fecret league with the

fultan of Egypt againft the knights of Rhodes, i 26.

fits out a fleet, which makes a defcent on the ifte of

Lero, 129. and is forced to retire with precipitation

by
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by the artifice of Paul Simeoni, a young command-
er in the ifland, vol. iii. page 129 caufes great pre-

parations to be made in all his ports, 138. is obliged
to fufpend the execution of his projedt, by reafon of
(bme domeftic diflentions in his own fam-ly, '140.
is poilbned by his phylician at the inftigation ofSe-

llm his Ion, 141.

Balac, a Turcoman emir, takes the count of Edefla and
the king of Jerufalem priibners, i. 50. killed by Jof-
celine de Courtenay, 5^.

BalagUy bp. of vIalta,oppofes the grand maftcr, v. 121.

Balben, {^Auger dc) lecond grand m after of the hofpi-

tallers, i. 102. alUfts at the council of Nazareth, and
contributes a great deal to get Alexander III. ac-

knowledged as lawful pope, 106. and Amaury as

king, 107. dies very old, io8.

Baibiano^ one of the principal defenders of the city of

Candia when befieged by the Turks, v. 129. drives

them f.om an important baftion, ibid.

Baldnvin fucceeds his brother Godfrey of Bouillon, in

the kingdom of JeruGilcm, i. 4.. afrer a fuccefsful

reign of eighteen years, dies of a diientery, ibid.

Baldivin du Boy.rg, count of EdelTa, fucceeds to the

crown of Jeruiialem, under the title of Baldwin II.

i. 41. gains a vidlory over the Turcomans, and en-

ters Antioch in triumph, 50. is taken prifbner by the

enemy, ibid, is difmifFed u^ on the payment of a

ranfbm, 54. gains a confiderable victory, ibid, makes
new conquefts. ibid, dies, C9.

Baldwin II. the third Ton to Peter de Courtenav, made

emperor of Conftantinople, i. 280. travels into Italy
to implore luccour, 281.

Baldixin III. fiicceeds his father Fnlk in the throne

of Jerufalem, i. 70. advances againft Noradin, 79,

lays (lege to Afcalon, 81. fuccours Paneas, 98. fur-

prii'ed by Noradin, but efcapes with the lofs of his

forces, ibid, gains a complete vidory over him, 100.

poifon'd by a phyfician, 106.

Bald'winlW. fucceeds to the throne of JeruTalem, i.

J j4. of an infirm conftitution, ibid, furprifes Sala-

dine,
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dine, and gains a vldory over his army, vol. i. pag^
155. attempts to fortify a caftle in Jacob's-ford, and
i? defeated by the infidels, ibid, nominates the young
Baldwin his nephew to fucceed him, 147. commits
the care of the government to the count of Tripoli,
ibid, his death, 148.

Baldnuin V. dies within feven months after his ad-

vancement to the throne, and not wiihout fulpicion
of poifon, i. 154.

Baldtvin, count of Flanders, chofen emperor of Con-

ftantinople, i. 216. his death, z8o.

BamieretSy magiftrates of Rome in the abfence of the

popes, ii. 166. go about to re -eftabhfh the republi-
can government, 175. after the death of Gregory
XI. take violent meafures for the eleflion of an Ita-

lian pope, and the inthronization of Urban VI. 1 74,
Barbaca?i, chief of the Chorafmins, invades

Palelline,
i. 285.

BarbaroJJay (Airadin) captain of the barbarian corfairs,

puts to fea with a confiderable fleet, iv. 23. feizes

upon the kingdom of Tunis, and threatens Tripoli
with a uege, 33. his birth and character, ibid, takes

upon him the title of king of Algiers, and aiTociates

himfelf with two famous pirates, whom he made his

lieutenants, 35. makes war upon the knights ofMal-
ta, 36. takes Arafchid, fon to Muley Mahomet, in-

to his protedion, 37. carries him to
Conftantinople,

and propofes to Solyman the conqueft ofTunis, ibid,

returns with an ai-my, and enters Tunis at the head
of9000 Turks, 39. is acknowledged Solyman's vice-

roy, 40. draws over the petty kings of Afric to his

afllftance, ibid, prepares to oppole the emperor
Charles V. who was marching into Africa, 43. takes
the field, 49. is defeated and retires to Tunis, and
from thence to the city of Bon, 50, ^r. reflores

Dragut to his poft, lOO. found dead in his bed,
102.

Barbarofa, (Horruc) caufes the king of Algiers to he

^ ilrangled, and fets himfelf up in his ftead, iv. 34. is
'

Vol. V. B b believed
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befteged in the capital

of his kingdom, vol. iv. page

34. exapes with his treaiures by a fubterraneous

paffage, is purfued and forced to fight, ibid, is cut to

pieces with 1500 of his men. 55.
Barletto and St. Stephen (the priors of) defend them-

lelves from the imputation of negligence in procur-

ing fuccours for the relief of Rhodes, iii. 241.
Barres (William des) lord of Tiberius, enters into a

league with the duke of Venice, and takes the city
of Tyre, i. 52.

Beaulicu, or Belver, a religious houfe of ladies hoA

pitallers, fubjed to the vifitation of the grand prior
of St. Giles, ii. 19. its or-gin, ibid, the command-
refs of it takes the title of grand prlorels, 20.

Beerjljeba, rebuilt and fortified by Mclefinda queen of

Jerufalem, i. 64.
Beta king of Hungary, reflored to his throne by the af-

(illance of the knights holpitallers, i. 289.
<5d'/i^(?/j, anciently Pelufium, taken from Sannar fultan

of Egypt, by Siracon the general of Noradin, i. 115.
the Ibvereignty of it promiled to the holpitallers by
Amaury, 117. is belieged, 119. taken and facked,

120. the king reftores it to the hofpitallers, ibid,

they are recalled from it, 122.

Belgrade belieged by Amurath 1. and afterwards by
his ion Mahomet II. who are obliged to raile the

fiege of it, iii. i^^etfeq. again befleged by Solyman
II. 146. itsfituation and fortifications, 147. is ta-

ken, 152.
Belle-fontable, (the bailifFof) commander of the naval

army, fignalizes himlelf, V. 195.

Belle-garde^ (the baron of) although a fecular, obtains

the grand priory of Auvergne, v. i co.

Bendocdar, defeats Robert count of Artois, I. 306. ad-

vanced to the throne by the Mamalukes, 312. makes
a bloody war upon the Chriftians, ibid, takes Jaffa,
the caftle of Beaufort, Antioch, and the fortrcis oi

Crac, 315. dies of the wounds he received in battle,

320.
Bene' ..
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Benedin XI. chofeii pope, and dies within eight days,

vol, ii. page 28.

Benedia XII. (pope) writes a letter of comphint to

the grand mailer of St. John, reproaching the negli-

gence of the order, ii. 122. forms the plan of a na-

val armament, to keep the fea againll the infidels,

123. furniflies his cjuota, and fends them out to lea,

124.

Bcrnardy a French monk, writes an account of his voy-

age to Jerufalem, i. 12.

Bernard^ (St.) preaches up the crafade, i. 75.

Bertra?id de CcmpSy chofen grand mafter of the order

of St. John, i. 287. defeats the Turcoman army,
and dies of his wounds, 290.

Bertrand de Goty iirchbifliop of Bourdeaux, chofen

pope by the fecret pradice of the king of France

and cardinal Dupre, ii. 33. favours the French fac-

tion, and the Italians repent of their choice, 34. fum-

mons the two grand mafters of the templars and the

hofpitallers to appear before him, 35. his dilBmula-

tion v/ith regard to the affairs of the templars, 40.

publifhes a general crufade, and annexes plenary in-

dulgences to it, 47. profecutes the templars in con-

junction with the king of France, 71 .

ilippreffcs
the

order, 80. is faid to have had a fhare in their eftates,

91.
Bertrand de Texls, chofen grand mafter of the order of

St, John, i. 268. re-eftablilhes the emperor's autho-

rity in Paledine, 271. dies, 2 3i.

Bertrand made count of Tripoli, 1. 41.

Biandra^ (John of) prior of Lombardy, is made gene-
ral of the Chriftian fleet, which takes Smyrna, ii.

12 f. lofes that dignity by the arrival of the Dauphin
of V'iennois, 128. and recovers it by the credit of the

grand mafter deGozon, i 52. gains a complete vidory
over the Turks near Embro, ibid.

Blanchfort (Guy of) is ordered to condud the prince
Zizim into France^ iii. 91. becomes grand prior of

B b 2 Au-
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Auvergne, vol. iii. page lox. and afterward* grand
mafter, i^j. Js recalled to Rhodes, and dies by the

•way, 138.

I^^ckernia, (the grand priory of ) reftored to the order,
V. 91. the emperor renews his pretenfions to it,

93. the affair is concluded to the fatisfadion of the

order^ 101.

Bohemundy a Norman lord, cuts his coat of arms into

croffes, and taking the firfthimfelf, diftributes the reft

among his principal officers, i. 24. reCgns his rights
of primogeniture to his younger brother, and enga-

ges in the crufade, 27. takes Antioch, 32. is made

prince of the city, and takes up his relidence there,

Bi>hemund II. fucceeds his father in the government of

Antioch, i. 48. marries Alice, the fecond daughter
to Baldwin II. king of Jerufalem, 55. dies, 58.

Boh&jutmdWl. fucceeds in the principality of Antioch,
i. 129. is excommunicated for adultery, 142. taken

prilbner by the prince of Armenia, 200. is iet at li-

berty upon conditions, which he afterwards refuied

to obferve, ibid.

B-oniface VIII. advanced to the popedom, ii. 13. takes

the hofpitallers and templars into his protedion,

14. annexes the abbey of the holy trinity ofVenu-
Ca to the manfe of the grand mafter, 21. threatens

to excommunicate the king of France, unlefs he will

bead the army of the cruiade, 25", dies of grief, 28.

Borgia y (the cardinal of
)

a natural fon of Alexander
VI. iii. III. is given as a hoflapje to CharlesVIII. and
follows that prince into the kingdom of Naples, ib.

is fLifpe^ted of having poiibned Zizim, 112. rai/es his

fortune above that of the greateft families in Italy,
1 19.

Mojioy commander and chaplain of the order of St,

John, is lent to Madrid, iii. 256. returns to Viter-

bo togive the grand mafter an account of his nego-
tiation, 2f7. is Cent to Rhodes, 261. is difpatched by
the tounc'il to the grand mafter, then in France, 27 1 .

paffcs with him into Spain, ibid, gives Charles V.
an
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an account ofthe meafures that had been taken to re-

gain Rhodes, vol. iii. page 271. is lent into England,

270.isagain lent to Rhodes to (bund the difpolitions

of thepeoplej 2S9.thedircovery of his proje^l expoles
him to great daniirer, 293. propo(es to the grand
mailer the conquelt of the city of Modon, which he

himdlf goes to view, 294. is Cent into Italy to for-

ward the execution of the plan concerning Malta^

296. is entrufted with the inftrument of donation,

to carry it to the grand mafter, 299. dies by the

way, ibid.

JBoJ/o, (brother)
is (ent into Candia to levy foldiei-s,

and get provifions for the order, iii. 160. engages
an able engineer named Gabriel Martinengo, and ar-

rives at Rhodes with his foldiers and provitions, 161.

5s named to the blfnopric of Malta by the emperor,
iv. 14. but could not pofTefs it till after the death of

pope Clement VII ij,ef/i.'ij.

Boti^^ellaf piior of Pila, is viflorious againft Airadin, iv.

62. deprived of the employment of general of the

gallies, 64^ returns from his government of Trijio-

li, and advifes the order to give back the place in-

to the emperor's hands, 74.

BotoniateSy {^.Mcephorus) dethrones the emperor Mi-

chael Ducas, and is himielf dethroned by .-ilexis

Comnenus, i. t8.

Boucicault^ (the marflial of) contributes to the bad fuc-

cefs of the league againfi Bajazet, ii. 177. made go-
vernor or viceroy of Genoa, 207. lands at Rhodes

in his way to Cyprus, ibid, makes fome con-

quers on the coafts of Syria, 209^ confents to

the treaty concluded between the grand mafter

de Kaillac and the king of Cyprus, ibid, again
cruiies along the coafts of Syria and Paleftine with

the grand mafter, 211. is oppofed by the Veneti-

ans, 213.

Bourbon^ (the conftatle of) over-runs Italy with his

army, and lays fiege to Rome, iii. 2^$- is (lain by
a musket fiiot,-2^^6.

B b 3 Brandcii'



I N D E X.

Brandenhurgh, (ihe bailiiFof
)
embraces LutheranUin,

and is cited b:;fore the council of the order, vol. v.

page 93.

Brienney (John of) his chara(fter, i, 219. Philip Au-

guflus being djlired by the Chrillians of Paleftine to

give them a king, caules him to eipoufe Mary queen
of Jsrufalem, ibid, arrives at Acre with 300 knights,
2j6. wades the frontiers of the country, and is obli-

ged to retire, asks afTiQance of pope Innocent III.

ibid, prevents the befieging of Acre, with the kings
of Hungary and Cyprus, 242. re-efl:abli{hes the

caftie of Cefaria, ibid, fupported by the crufades,

goes to fit down before Damiata, 243. ieparates
himlelf from the beliegeis out of a pique againfl the

legate, 246. adifts at the alTembly of Terentino,

252. gives his only daughter in marriage to Frede-

ric II. and refigns in his favour, the authors of that

negotiacion, ibid, traverfes Europe to promote the

crufade, 253. commands the army of pope Honorius

III. againft his Ton -in-law, 263. is called to Con-

Itantinople to take upon him the regency during the

minoriiy of Baldwin ofCourtenay ; his gallant a<5ll-

ons notwithllanding his great age, 281, et feq.

JBurfa, the capital of the empire of Bajazet, ii. 175,
taken fiom the Moguls by his fon Jolhua, 233,

C.

Alr-heg, governor of Egypt, refufes to join with

Gazelles, governor of Syria, in his infurredion a-

gainft Solyman, iii. 143.

Calatrava, defended by the abbot of Fitero and his val-

fals, i. 96.

Caliph y the title of Mahomet's fuccefTors, i. 9. the fuc-

cels of their arms, 10.

Caliph of Egypt, enters into a league with the princes
of the crulade, i. 30. deferts his engagements, 32.
enters Jadea with an army, and invefts Jaffa, 51.
his -army routed, and his fleet deftroyed, ibid.

Calix"
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Calixtus III. (pope) engages the princes of Europe to

enter into a league againll Mahomet H. for the de-

fence of HiingJ.ry, iii. 2.

€af?iel (Melic-el) fultan of Egypt, calls his brother the

fultan of Damafcus to his afliflfince, i. 244. propoles

advantageous terms to the Chriftians, 249. lays their

army almoft under water by openiiig the banks oil

the Nile, 247. makes a truce for eight years with

them, ibid, his generofity towards Frederic il. with

whom he makes a truce for ten years, 265,

Campfon Gauri^ fultan of Egypt, enters into a league
with Bajazet againft the knights of Rhodes, iii. 126.

affifts the king of Calecut againft the Portuguefe,

127. lends certain velTels to lea to make an attempt

upon the ifle of Lango, which are taken by the or-

der, 128. refolves to augment his naval force, 132.
enters into a league with the' king of Perfia againft
the Turks, 141. is defeated by Selim, and the em-

pire of the Mamalukes entirely deftroyed, ibid.

Canale, commander of the Venetian fleet, fliamefully
abandons the Chriftians, iii. 27.

CandeliJJa, lieutenant to Haffan, viceroy ofAlgiers, his

education and character, v. 17. aflifts in the attack

of the peninfula of Malta, ibid, et feq, his behaviour

in the ftege, 19. is put to flight, 20.

Candiay (the ifland of) the retreat of the knights of
St. John after the taking of Rhodes, iii. 232.

Candia^ the capital city of the ifland of that name, be-

fieged by the Turks, v. 129. the commander Bal-

biana makes himlelf mafter of an important Baftion

there, ibid, divers reinforcements arrive thither, 156,
157. is at laft taken, 158.

Canea, taken by the Turks, v. 126. unfuccefsfully be-

fieged by the Allies, 170.

Cara Mujiaphay appears with the Turkifti fleet before

the ifland of Gelves, iv. 251. makes great havock

among the Chriftian fliips, 252. lands his troops and

lays fiege to the fort, 253. takes poifeflion of the

place, demoliflies the fortifications, and returns to

Conftaminople, 254. is made general of the land

forcea
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forces in Solyman's expedition againfl: Malta, vol.

- iv. page 211. appears before the ifland, and refolves

to begin the (lege of the town at the poll of Caftile,

284, et pq. takes a view of the place from mount

Calcara, 286. holds a council of war, 287. relblves

upon the fiege of fort St. Elmo, 288. opens his

trenches, 289. determines to come before it with all

his forces, and give a general alTiult, 312. is forced

to ret'tre, 514. re'olves to eredl a battery upon
mount Calcara, 516. makes another ftorm, 318. and

takes the fort, 32 r . fends an officer with a white flag

to the gate of the town to propole a negociation with

the grand mafter, v. 4. is di appointed, and orders

his troops to invert the caftle of St. Angelo,^. forms

a project to cut off the communication of the befieg-
cd with the fea, and (hut them up on all (ides, 8.

fails in his defign, 12. (ires upon them from all his

batteries together, 13. receives fuccours from Al-

giers, and comes to a long and bloody engagement,

16, et feq. renews the afifault, and inlliead of Alge-

rines,(ends on the Janizaries againft the befieged, 24.
not difheartned with difficulties, 25. calls an extra-

ordinary council of war, and refolves upon a general

attack, 28. is repuKed, and renews the alTault, 30.
orders a retreat to be founded upon a miftaken fup-

pofition of the arrival of the Sicilian fuccours, 52.
omits nothing that may promote the carrying on of

the fiege, 33. gives the (ignai for an afTault by the

general difcharge of his batteries. 41. attempts ano-

ther florm, which was his twentieth, but without

fuecefs, 43. leads on his troops in perfon againfl

fort St. Michael, 46. refolves as a laft ^ftruggle to

attack the notable city, 50. difappointed in all his

pr«je<5ls, 52. raifes the (lege and embarks with pre-

cipitation, 58. lands again with his forces, 59. is

iJefeated and flies to his (hips, 62.

CapfttyZ. commandery founded by the grand mafter He-

redia, ii. 171. whofe body is interred in the church

there^ ibid.

Caracy
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Caracy a fortrefs (ituated in the entrance ofArabia, vol.

i. page 145. why the fiiltans of Egypt refufc to give
it up to the Chriftians, 24 j.

Carracciolo, {Richard) grand prior of Capua, is fubfti-

tuted in place of Hcredia, by Urban VI. ii. 178.
founds the monaftery of St. John at Florence, 170.

Caraffa, {Gregory) is chofcn grand mafter, his fiifl

concern, V. ib^fetfeq. would have entered into a

league againft the lurks, 166. his death and cha-

radter, 168.

Caramanian, prince of Cilicia, experiences the fury of
the arras of Amurathll. ii. 235.

Caramandrej {^Boniface de) chofen lieutenant general
of the order by pope Boniface IX. ii. 171.

Cardinals, zve advifed by pope Gregory XI. when at

the point of death, to diftrufl the pretended revela-

tions with which they had been amufed, ii. 173.
eleft Urban VI. through the violence of the banne-

rets, after taking authentic inftruments, 175. eleiit

Clement VII. at Fundi, 177. oblige ev^ry new pope
to promi/e to renounce the popedom, 218. aflemble

a general council at Pifa, ibid, eledt Alexander V,

219. eled Martin V. at Conftance, after the three

competitors had refigned, or been (et afide, 228.

Cardinalsy make large promifes concerning the crufade,
but do not keep them, i. 175.

Cardinal^ hat, why refufed by the grand mafter de la

Valette, v. 67. is accepted by the grand mafter de

Verdalle, 99.
Caretto, [Fj'oricius) comm2x\der of the language of Ita-

ly, diftinguifnes himlelf at the fiegc of Rhodes, iii.

^o. is made admiral and procurator general ,of the

order at Rome, 137. and at laft grand mafter, 1 3 9.
holds a general chapter, ibid, makes a league with

Ifhmael kingofPerfia, 141. aflifts Gazelles in his

revolt againft Solyman II. 145. fortifies Rhodes,
T46. his death and character, 147.

Cajfiere, [John de la) of the language of Auvergnff,

grand mafter, v. 87. a new promoiion made in the

dignities of the order under his government, ibid.

lUeuces
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jfllehces the murmurs of Tome knights, vol. v. page
90. reftores the priory of Bohemia to the order, 9 1 .

oppofes the defigns of the bifhop of Malta, 92. de-

mands juftice of the pope, who takes cognizance of
the affair, ibid, et feq. a confpiracy formed againft
his life, of which fome knights are accufed, 95. the

council too riles againft him ; upon what pretences,

ijpid.
is fufpended from his fundion, 94. isarrefted,

95:. refules to be re-eftabllfhed by force, 96. the

king of France promifes him his protection, ibid, ar-

rives at Rome, ibid, re-eftabliflied in his dignity, and
dies at Rome, 97. his epitaph compofed by Mure-

tus, ibid.

Cafiriot, (John) king of Albany, treats with Amurath
ir. to whom he gives his children as hoftages, ii.

257. what became of them, ibid, et feq.
Celejiine III. (pope) publilhes a new crufade, i. 19^.
Celefiim V. (pope) the manner of his ele6tion, ii. 1 1.

religns the papacy. 13. isdifpatched by ill ufage, 14.

Chaptersf general ones of the order of St. John, viz.

At Montpelier, held by the grand mafter de Villan-

euve, ii . 1 1 1 .

At Rhodes by the grand mafter de Pins, 147.
At Rhodes by the lieutenant of the grand mafter

d'Heredia, 178.
At Valence, <bc. by the grand mafter d'Heredia, 169.
At Aix by three different priors, 221.
At Rhodes by the grand mafter de Naillac, 232.
At Rhodes by the grand mafter Fluvian, 240.
At Rhodes by the grand mafter de Laftic, 252.
At Rome by the grand mafter Zacofta,iii. 22.
At Rhodes by the grand mafter des Urfins, 35-.
At Rhodes by the grand mafter d'AubulFon, 41.
At Rhodes by the grand mafter Caretto, 159.
At Viterbo by the grand mafter de I'lfle-Adam, '289.

Charles, duke of Anjou, lays claim to the kingdom of

Jerulalem, i. 319.
Charles I'' Aleman de la Roche Chhiardy grand prior of

St. Giles, employs the profits of his priory in the

defence and lervice of the order of Rhodes, iii. 135.
CharUs



INDEX-
Charles V. (emperor) Iblicited to grant Malta and Go-

za for a place of refidence to the knights, vol. iii.

page 256. his character 267. orders the revenues of

the knights in Italy to he lei/xd, 269. reverfe:: his

order, and proiniles them the iflc of Malta for a /et-

tlement, 270. attempts to feize upon the perlbn of

the dutchefs of Alen9on, who narrowly efcapes him,

274. raiies a civil war in the pope's territories, 283.

keeps the pope a prifbner in the cartle of St Ange-
lo, and orders public prayers to be made for his li-

berty, 287. grows jealous of the knights of Rhodes,

291, (ets the pope at liberty, 293. propoies a mar-

riage between Margaret of Audria, his natural

daughter, and Alexander de Medicis, 296. grants
the ifles and caftles of Tripoli, Malta and Goza, with

all their territories and juriididions, as a fief noble,

free and frank, to the order of St. John, 298. by a

new treaty allows them to export corn from Sicily

without duty, and to coin their own money, 305.
nominates Thomas Bofto to the biihoprick of Malta,
iv, 14. is oppoled by the pope, who names cardinal

Ghinucci for that employment, 15. takes Muley
HalTen, the deprived king of Tunis, into his protec-

tion, 41. endeavours to bribe BarbarofTa, and draw
him off from Solyman, 42 refolves to march into

Africk at the head of an army, and invites the

knights of Malta to afllfl: him, 43. lands his army
within cannon (hot of the fort of Goletta, 44. and

takes it, 46. gives orders to maich towards Tunis,
ibid comes to a battle wiili BarbarofTa, and gets the

vidlory, 50. reftores Muley HafTen to his throne,

and embarks for Europe, 53. fends afTiflance to

him againfl his rebel fubjeds, 71. lays fiege to Bii-

da, 73. carries his arms again into Africk, and fails

upon the dominions of BarbarofTa, So. lays liege to

Algiers, 81. fuftains a confiderable lofs at (ea by a

ftorm, 8 J. raiies the fiege, and reimbarks with his

forces, 88. is iblicited by the knights of Malta, ei-

ther to put Tripoli into a ftaie of defence, or give
them leave to abandon it, 91. orders Doria to clear

the
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, the fea of Dragut, vol. iv. page lOi. (ends Tiim in-

to Afiick to recover the places which Dragut had

taken, io6. orders him to go in fearch of Dragut,
and fight him at any rate, 122. orders the viceroy of

Sic'ly to pay extraordinary honours to the grand
mafter of Malta, 218. propofes to him to remove

the convent to Mehedia, and make it their fettled

habitation, 219.
Charles VII. king of France, afllfts the king of Hun-

gary againft the Tjrks, iii. 3.

Charles VIII. king of France, refufes to give up Zizim
to his brother Bajazet, iii. 104. interefts himfelf in

Zizim's prefervation, with a view to his own advan-

tage, 106. raifes a confiderable army, which frights
the pope and the Italians, io8. pafTes the Alps, and
enters Italy without any oppoCtion, lio. accomo-
dates matters with the pope, 1 1 1 . invites the grand
mafter of Rhodes to coniult with him upon his de-

defign of invading Greece, 112. lays alide the pro*

je<fl, and returns into his own dominions, 1 14.
Charlotte de Lujignan, lavs claim to the kingdom of

Cyprus, iii. 8. is obliged to quit her dominions, and
retire to Rhodes, 1 1. has dill an iutereft in the ifle

of Cyprus, 38. lier adherents driven out of the

country, ibid.

Chatean-neuf, {John de) commander of U(ez, gives up
to the order certain iiles, of which he was bailiff^

ni. 7.

Chatillon, [Renaud de) a foldier of fortune, privately
marries the princefs of Antioch, i. 145. a (evere ene-

my to the Mahometans, 146. taken prilbncr by the

infidels, 163. his behaviour at his death, 164.

Chrijlians, entirely expelled out of Paleftine, i. 326.
Church of St. Maiy ad Latinos built at Jeruialem, and

(upplied by Bcnedi<ftine monks, i. 13.

Clvita-Vecchia, the grand mafter de I'lfle-Adam is o-

bliged to retire thither with the remains of his or-

der, iii. 246. Clement VII. confents that the vef-

fcl&ofthe order remainm tlie harboui^ 254.
Clauds
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Claude de la Sa^/gle^ commands the galHes of the 5r-

der agaiiift Dragut, vol. iv. page 107. reconciles the

differences oF the Chrirtian generals, 110. ercds an

hofpital in his tent for the cure of the (ick (bldiers,

114. ele(fled grand matter of Malta, 216. arrives in

Sicily, and is honourably received by the viceroy,

217. lands in Malta, and is eftablifhed in his autho-

rity, 220. gives audience to the emperor's embalTa*

•dor in full council, ibid, et jeq. adds new fortifica-

tions to the fort otSt. Elmo, the ifleof St. Michael,
. and the town of Mai: a, 228. repairs the gallies that

had been diiabled by the ftorm, 230, dies, 2^4,
Clement III. (pope) nominates William archbilhop of

Tyre to be legate of the holy fee, i. 176.
ClejnentY, chofen pope by intrigue, ii. 23. et feq,

his character, 30. his agreements with Philip the

fair, 31. his c*^ronation at Lyons, 33. faults thrown

up to him, 34. forms the projedl of a crulade, and

orders the two grand mafters to attend him, 55.
communicates tv/o important memorials to the g.and
mailer of the templars, 39. publifties a crufade for

the conqueft of the ifle of Rhodes, 46, etfeq. grailts
ieveral favours to the grand mailer of the hofpital"

lers, 48. complains to Philip the fair of the impvi*
Ibnment of the templars, and procures them to be re-

ftored to their offices, 68. what melliires he takes

with that prince for their judgment, and examines
fome of them himlelf, 71. engages the other prin-
ces of Chriftendom to caufe arreil them, 72. calls

the council of Vienna, in which he declares the or-

order exiind:, 78 cauies adjudge their effedts to the

knights of Rhodes, whom be promifes to reform,
81. refers the judging of the grand mafter and the

chief officers to two cardinals, 83. dies forty days
after the execution of the templars, 86.

Clement VI. (pope) publifhes a new crufade.ii. 12^.
Clement VII. nephew of Leo X. and fuccelt>r of A-

drian Vl- his birth, his dignities, his int'igues to ar-

rive at the popedom, iii. 249, et fsq. his affedion for

the order of St. John^of which he had been a knight.
Vol. V. C c vol.
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Vol. iii. page 252. affigns to the knights the city of

Vitcrbo for their refidence, and gives the grand ma-
iler great marks of dillindtion, 254. the latter pro-

poies to him different projcds for the eftablifhment

of his order, ibid, et feq. the pope pitches on the

ifle of Malta, 255. approves the grand mafter de

rifle Adam's voyage into Spain, 269. becomes chief

of the holy league ; its fatal confequences to Italy,
and himlelf in particular, 284. is made prifoner by
the emperor, 286. the arrival of marfhal de Lau-
trec with a confiderable army, determines the empe-
ror to let him at liberty, 2<)ii et feq. conditions of

the treaty, after which he efcapes by night in the

habit of a merchant, 293. makes a treaty with the

emperor; the conditions of it, 298. obtains from
the emperor a donation of the ifles of Malta and Go-
za, and the city of Tripoli, in favour of the order of

St. John, ibid, to whom he procures the peaceable

poUeflion of them, 300, etfeq. nominates the cardi-

nal Chinucci to the bifliopric of Malta, and fuftains

his nomination, iv. 15. his gallies contribute to the

taking of Coron, 18. and to the defence of it the

year following, 21.

Cognit or Iconium, (the fult.in of) defends the city of

Nice againfl the crufades, i. 29. treats with Alexis

Comnenus, who fends him back his wife and chil-

dren who had been made prifoners at the taking of

that place, ibid, cuts in pieces the army of the chri-

ftians, and implores the afliftance of the neighbour-

ing fultans, 30. ravages the county of Edeffa, and

takes young Courtenay prilbner, 79. is routed by
the hofpitallers, 223. is flain in battle by the hand

of Theodore Lafcaris, 278.

Cohfibra, (the duke of) marries the heirefs of Cyprus,
and is poifbned by his mother-in-law's nurfe, iii. 8.

the con(equences of his death, 9.

Colonna, {P&mpey) fupplanted in the conclave by Juli-

-us de Medicis, his rival, iii. 249. deprived of his

cardinal's hat by the perfbn become pope, 284. fo-

liates Alarjon to put him to death in prifon, 288.
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Commanders fall into great remifTnefs, vol. ii. page n t .

the remedy which the chapter applies to it, 112.

mofl; of them elude the orders of the grand mafter,

13S. are ordered to maintain knights newly receiv-

ed, 242. fbme of them, complain of the augmenta-
tion of the relponfions, 253. which they are at laft

obliged to pay, 256.

Coj/tmendataria, aiid commandery, their original mean-

ing, i. 3 r r.

Cojuncmuy {Emmanuel, or Manuel
)
brother-ln-laW of

the emperor Conrad, betrays his army to the infi-

dels, i. 75. makes a treaty with Amaury king of Je-
rufalem for the conqueft of Egypt, 115, furniflies

money for that purpofe, 118. his fleet lod:, 122. his

affedion for the Latins caufes great troubles, 143.

Co?nnsnuSy i^Andronicui) brother of Manuel, caules

flrangle his nephew Alexis II. and feizes on the em-

pire, i. 211. Ilaac Angelus puts him to a cruel death,
ibid.

Comnenus, {Theodore") feizes on Epirus and Albania,
i. 273. arrefts Peter de Courtenay, and puts him to

death, 271. takes feveral places from Robert his fou,

ibid.

Comps, (Bertrand de) grand mafter of the hofpitallers,
dies of hk wounds which he receives in a battle a-

gainft-the Turcomans, i. 29.

CompSj {^'Arnauld de) a gentleman of Dauphine, is cho-

fen third grand mafter of tlie hofpitallers, i. 109.
Conrad

J emperor of Germany, undertakes an expediti-
on to the holy land, i. 75 . returns without fuccefs,

77.

Co?jrad. {on to the marquifs of Montferrat, defends Tyre
againft Saladine, i. 171. refufes to acknowledge
Guy de Lufignan, and affifts him againft the infidels,

3. 182. marries Ifabel the youngeft daughter to the

late king of Jerufalem, and lays claim to the

crown, 1 84. ftabbed by two affairins, and flayed a-

live. 192.

Conrady fon of the emperor Frederic II. and Yolant,

only daughter of John de Brienne, is fupported iiv

C c a the
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llie /licccfTion td'the kingdom of Jerufalem, in fpiteof

thepretenfioi^s ofAlice, vol.i. page 269. etfe^. whofe

Ion Henry I. of Lufignan receives from pope Hono*

rius ]1I. the title of king, to his prejudice, 297.

Confervator y (g""^"^)
^ dignity of the order annexed t<j

the language of Arragou^ iii. 14.

Ccnj'iancej daughter to Bohemund II. fucceeds her fa-

ther in the principality of Antioch, i. 59. married

to Raymond count of Poitiers, 6::;.

Cofijian!, king of Armenia, gains a viflory over the'Sa-

racens, by the affiftance of the knights of Rhodes,
^1 \ ^ n

Coiiftantznople^ a fedition in that city againft the Latins,

i. 143. the crufaders make tbemi'elves mafters of it,

and re-eftablifli IfaacLange^who had been dethron-

ed by his brother Alexis, 213. they again ieize on-

the traitor Murzulphle, and the fameAlexis, 215. and

make Baldwin count of Flanders emperor of it,

216.

Corafaihn, invade Palaftine, and commit great ravages,

i. 283. make themlelves matters of Jerulalem, 285.

and gain a complete vidory over the Chriftians, ibid.

dilTenfions arile among ihem, and they dcftroy one

another, 288.

Corcutf fecond Ton o^ Bajazet II. is fet on the throne,

iii. 79. his charader, 140. is flrangled by order of

the Pjltan S.^im his brother, 141.

Corinth taken and pillaged by the gallies of the order,

V. 103.

Coma, {Afcanio de la) is of opinion that afliltance

fhould be fcnt to the knights of Malta, v. 36. is

made major-general of the army that was to have

been fent thither, 55. is ofopinion that they (hould

wait the approach of the enemy, who had landed,

60. what fhare he has in the viflory, 62, etfeq.

Cornaray [Catharine)
marries the Baftard de Lulignan,

iii. 37.

Cornillany {Peter de) grand mafter, his characfter, ii.

J ^9. reforms feveral abufcs, ibid, replies to pope In-

nocent
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nocent VI. about abandoning the ifle of Rbodcs^
vol. ii. page 143. dies, 144.

Coron bclieged and taken by the confederate army, v.

r66.

Correa, a Portuguc/e knight of Malta murdered by the

other knights, v. 89.

CofniOy duke of Florence, inftitutes the order of St. Ste-

phen, iv. i!;4. kills his younger fen Garfia vviih his

own hand, for having murdered his elder ion John,

256. endeavours to divert the thoughts of his mil-

fortune by a dole application to bufinefs, 257. or-

ders his knights to join the galiies of the knights of

Malta, wherever they fhoukl meet with them, ibid.

CcSi or Lango, (the ifland of) its extent and (Ifuation,

ii. 55. is fortified, 56. the commander of i hat ifland

is obliged to maintain 25 knights, lyy.
Coteicdifi^ made lliltan of Moful, i, 71.

Coioner^ {Raphael^ diltinguifhes himfelf ina fea fight,
V, 124. is chofen grand maftcr, 146. fei ds the gal-
lies of the order to the afTiftance of tie Ven-iians

in the ifle of Candia, 147. marks of his efleem for

brother Paul, a ferving brother, 149. and of his pi-
ous liberality, ibid, dies, his ehai-a<S}er and epitaph,

150.
Cotoner

^ [Nicholas) brother of Raphael, is chofen grand
mafter, v, 151. Lewis XIV. demands of him the af-

liftance ofthegallies of the order, 152. procures the

grand priory of Crato in Portugal to be reftored to

the order, 158. fortifies the ifie of Malta, after the

tak'ng of Candia, ibid, takes meafures for getting up
a confiderable fucceffinn in Poland, 161. fend.s aflir-

tance to the \iceroy of Sicily, ibid, fettles a fund for

the maintenance of the fortrefs of Riccafbli, ibid,

enters into the defigns of the king of Poland, ibid,

refufes to take part in the wars of the Chijftians,

162, his death, hischaradter and epitaj-sh, 164.

Ccucy^ (the fire de) one of the principal lords in the

French army. ii. 176. gains fome advantages over

the Turks, 180, et faq. is made prifoner at the caftle

ofNicopoli, 183.
C c ^ Council
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Council of Nazareth, where Alexander III. is acknow-

ledged, and the antipope Vidlor is excommunicated^
vol. i. page 103.

Council third of the Lateran, called by Alexander III.

for the defence of the holy land, i. 137. the prelates
ofPaleftine affift there, and renew their complaints

againft the privileges of the hofpltallers and temp-
lars, ibid, a regulation made on that fubjed, 13S.
and a decree in favours of leprous perfons, 139.

Council fourth of the Lareran, called by Innocent III.

in which it is unanimouily agreed on to form a cru-

ladc, i. 233.
Council of Lyons, called by Innocent IV. for the deli-

verance of the holy land, i. 290. Gregory X. calls

another for the fame purpofe, 318.
Council of Vienne in Dauphiny, where the order ofthe

templars is declared extinil, ii. 18.

Council of Pifa, ii. 2 1 3.

6W«(r/7 of Conftance, called by John XXII. ii, 227.
what pafTed there, ibid, et feq.

Courtenay, {Jocelin I. de) Cucceeds his kinlman Bald-

win II. in the county ofEdefTa^ i. 4 1 . is taken prifon-
er by Balac a Turcoman prince, 50. elcapes out of

prifbn, and gains a complete vidory over Balac,
whom he kills with his own hand, 53, et feq^ an e-

logium of his valour, 71.

Courtt-nay, (Jocelin II. de) Ton of Jocelin I. lofcs a part
of his dominions by his effeminacy, i. 71. is taken

prifoner by the fultan ofleonium, and dies in prifon,

79-

Courtenay, {Peter de) a prince of the blood royal of

France, fucceeds to the empire of Con^antinople,
i. 270. is treacheroully arretted by Theodore

Comnenus, who pjts him to death, 271. is fuc-

ceeded by Robert his lecond fon, in prejudice of

the eldeft, ibid.

Ccurtenay, {Robert de) fucceeds his father, in preju-
dice of Philip his elder brother, i. 271. the ene-

mies which he has to engage, ibid, his paffion for

a young lady occafions his deaih; 280.
Cour/e-
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Courienayy {^Ualdivin de) fucceeds his fatlier Robert at

the age often years, under the regency of John dc

Brienne,vol. i. page 280. traverfes the different king-
doms ofchiiftendoni to implore alLftance, 281.

Crato, (the grand priory of) in Portugal, a difference

that arofe concerning it, is wiiely terminated by the

grand mafter de I'lfle Adam, iii. 276.

Crocodile^ or (crpent, a huge one (lain by Dieudonne dic

Gozon, ii. 116. a defcription of its head, 118, a
monfter like it flain by the Roman legions in Afri-

ca, 119. the proof of thele fads, ibid.

Crops ^
a red one on the right fhoulder, ordered by the

council of Clermont, to diftinguilh the crufades, i.

21.

Crofsy a red one over the heart, added by Eugenius HI.
to the habit of the templars, i. 57.

Cf-ofs of white linen cloth with eight points, fixed above
the regular habit of the hofpitallers, over the heart,

1.38.

Crofsy the true one, carried to battle, i. 1(53. taken at

the battle of Tiberius, ibid, detained by Melic-el-ca-
mcl fultau of Egypt, contrary to treaty, 247.

Cru/ade, (the firft) projeded by Peter the Hermit, i.

I 7. and refolved on in the councils of Placentia and

Clermont, 2 r . the different motives by which the
crufaders were animated, 22. the names of the prin-

cipal perfbns concerned in it, 23. what hindered
feveral princes from joining them, 24. their general

meeting, ibid, the review of all the troops in the

plains of Conftantinoplc, 27. they befiege and take

Isice, 29. are betrayed by Alexis Comnenus, 30.
make a league with the calif of Egypt, 51. fubdue-

Natolia and Cilicia, ibid, take Antioch by means of

jnielligence obtained by Bohemund, 32. arrive in

a pretty (mall number at Jerulalem, and form the

fiege of it, 33. gain the place, and make a great

flaughter, 35. immediately (how the moft chririian

fentJir.ents, ibid, give the Ibvereignty of that place
to Godfrey, v^ho refufes the title of king, ::;6. the

gveateft part ofthem return into Europe, 38,
Cru"
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Crufadej (the fecond) folicited by Baldwin III. vol. Iv

page 72. Lewis VII demands the publication of it

from pope Eigenius, iii. 73. St. Bernard preaches if

up by order of the pope ; the iuccefs of his exhorta-

tions, 765 et feq. two hundred thoufand men and up-
wards perirti in it, 77.

Crufadcy (the third) Jolicited by Amaury, 1. 127. and
afterwards by Baldwin IV. 148. the unaccountable
and pafiionate behaviour of the patriarch Heraclius,
who was ordered to negotiate it, hinders its fuccefs,
ibid, etfeq.

Crufade, (the fourth) raifed againft Saladin after the

battle of Tiberius, i. 17 J. Philip II. king of France,
and Henry II. king "bf England, take up the crols,

likeways the emperor Frederic I. 176. what hin-

ders Spain from imitating thefe princes, 179. pri-
vate crufades go before and befiege Acre, 1S2. fa-

mine and peftilence afflict the army of the befiegers,

183. Frederic arrives glorioufly in Cilicia, where he

dies, iSS' his fon leads his army, then conliderably

weakened, to Acre, ibid, the king of France arrives

there alfo, and waits for Richard the fon of Henry
king of England, in order to begin the aflault, 188.
the latter repairs thither after the conqueft oftheifle

of Cyprus, 189. jealoufy ariles between the French
and Enghrti, 191. the place, after allege of three

years, capitulates, 192. Richard takes Jaffa and A£-

calon, makes a truce with the infidels, and returns

into Europe, where the king of France was arrived

long before. i<)7, et feq.

Crufadey (the fifth) publifhed by Celcftine III. not-

withftanding the truce concluded by Richard king

ofEngland, i. 195. is compofed almoft wholly of

Germains, ibid, its confequences, ibid.

Crufade, (the fixth) formed by the difcourfe of Fulk

curate of Neuiily,. i. 208. the crufaders agree with

the Venetians to be by them tranfported into Syria,
ibid, take Zara in Dalmatia, according to their a-

greement v/ith the Venetians; 210. re-eftab1ifh Ifaac

Angelu^^,
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Angclns, by taking Conftantinople, vol. u page 212,

feizea (econd time on the traitorMurzulphle, 21 5". and

chuie Baldwin count oF Flanders for ern^^eror, 21' ,

CniJac^L', (the ieventh) folicired by John de Brienne at

his coming to the crown, i. 227. and refolvcd on at

the Fourth council ofthcLateran under Innocent III.

233. the names of the principal cruladcrs, 2^4, who,
in concert with the king of Jerufalem, beliege Da-

niiara, 242. a new reinforcement arrives from Italy,

having at its head cardinal Albano the pope*s le-

gale, 244. the infidels make advantageous propofals,
which the legate periuadts the Chriftians to

reje<n:,

245, <^t
fi(l'

ti^e king of Jvrulalem parts from the

cruladers, 246. the taking of Damiata, 247. the ar-

my advances into the middle of Egypt, is almoftlaid

under water by the opening of the iluices of the Nile,

and makes a diladvantageous truce, ibid, is difperf-

ed, ibid.

Crufade, (the eighth) refolved on at the firft council of

Lyons, called by Innocent IV. i. 290. Lewis IX. is

the chief of it, ibid.

Crufadcy (the ninth) refolved on at the fecond council

of Lyons, i. 318. the names of the principal crufa-

ders, 319.

Crufade againfl: the Albigenfes, publiflied by pope In-

nocent III. is prejudicial to that of the holy land,
i- 22J.

Crufade, one publifiied by Clement V. for the conquefl:

of the ifle of Rhodes, ii. 46. the general meeting at

Brindifi, 47 the crufaders arrive in the harbour of

LimifTo, 48. land in Rhodes, %\, are difperfed, 52.

Cyprus, (iheifle of) its ficuation, and the fuccelTion of

its kings, ii. 2.

D.

<T\ 4her, flillan of Egypt, advanced to the throne by"^
the Mamalukes, ii. 237. declares war againft Ja-

nus de Lufignan, king of Cyprus, ibid, gains a vic-

tory over him, arid takes him prifoiier, 238. accepts
©f
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ofarAiifbm, and fets him at liberty, vol. ii. page
239. renews the treaty which his predecelTor had
made with the knights of Rhodes,, but whh a frau-

dulent view, ibid, lufpends the execution of his de-

fign againll Rhodes, 248. put to fea a confiderable

fleet, and lays claim to the ifland, as formerly de-

pendent on the empire of Egypt, ibid, makes an

attempt upon Rhodes, but without fuccefs, 246. de-

iigns to furpriie the ifle of Lango, and is prevented,

247. lands a coniiderabJe fleet in the ifland, and lays

fiege to the city, 251. his troops always repulfed,
and retire to their fhips with lofs, ibid.

Dafnafcui befieged without fuccefs, i. 76.
Da??iiata befieged by the Chriftians, i. 243, carried by

afTauIt, 247.

Dando!) [Henry) doge ofVenice, his chara<fler, i. 2o5>.

procures the tranfportatio-n of the crufaders, 209. re-

takes Zara in Dalmatia, 210. his talents difplayed at

the taking of Conftantinople, 215. the re-eftablifh-

mentofllaac Angelusj ibid, and the eledion ofBald-
win count of Flanders for emperor, 216.

DapSy [Ermengard) grand mafter, is in a very difl-nal

Situation, i. 165. his death, 193.

DaquiKy (Thomas) one of the emperor's lieutenants,

gives him advice of the pope's proceedings againft
him, i. 263.

'Dardanelles^ (the battle of the) v. 135. a fecond battle,

there, 136.

Dartalj (Don Pedro) gives the city of Borgia, with
its dependencies, to the hospitallers and templars, i.

93-
Debtsy private ones which the hofpitallers leave at their

death, how paid, ii. 10.

Decretals, fal/e ones, their author, i. 205. Innocent III.-

prejudiced in their favours, ibid.

He la Roche- Aimmd^ (the commander) determines the

grand mafter to attempt the recovery of Rhodes, iii.

259. introduces certain Rhodiiin inerchants to the

grand
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grand mafter in dllguife to confult upon the under-

taking, vol. iii. page 260.

Denysj king of Portugal, inftitutes the order of Chrifl-,

ii. 94.

Deft7ioulinSy {Roger) eledled grand mafter ofthe hospi-

tallers, i. 40. (lain in battle, i 59.
Didier de St. Jaille, prior of Touloufe, chofen grand

mafter of Malta, iv. 5T« dies, 63.
Dieu-doyme de Cozon^ delivers the ille of Rhodes from

a terrible ferpent, which deftroyed its inhabitants, ii.

117. is deprived of the habit of the order of St,

John, for having difbbeyed the orders of the grand
mafter, ibid, is reftored and advanced to honours,
118. ftands candidate for the office of grand mafter,'
and recommends himfclf in a fpeech to the eledlots,

131. is cholen to the fatisfadion of the whole ifland

of Rhodes, 132. behaves with courage and condu<5l

in the execution of his office, ibid, refules to engage
in the civil wars which raged in the empire of Con-

ftantinople, 137. offers to abdicate, but is not per-
mitted by the pope, 138. fortifies the city of Rhodes,
and dies, ibid.

Dignities of the order annexed to certain languages,
iii. 14. the principal ones, ibid, etjeq.

Dignities of the oider annexed to a certain number of

years a<5tual relidence in the principal houie of the

order, ii. 1 1 1 .

Dijfertation on the government of the order of Malta,
V. 204, etfeq. onZizim, r. 2J4, et feq.

Doldekuvin^ a Turcoman prince, makes incurfions in-

to the territories of Anjioch, i. 54.

Doria, {Andrc'vS) commander of the emperor's fleel*,

takes Coron, iv. 18, etfeq, and defends it the follow-

ing year againft the Turks, 22. commands the em-

peror's (quadron in the expedition of Africa, 45. in

concert with (he grand prior Strozzi defeats the Ot-
toman army, 65. is made generaliffimo of thechrif-

tian fleet fent againft Solyman, 76. what motives in-

duced him to leave the fervice of France, and apply
to Charles V. ibid, occafions the bad fuccefs of the

league.
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league, vol. iv. page 78. difTuades the emperor from
a fecond expedition into Africa, 80. receives orders

topurfue Dragut, loi.

Voriay {Janneihi) nephew of Andrew, takes Dragut
prifoner, andrelt-afes hifn four years after, at the 10-

licitation of theGenoeie, iv. 101, 102. has a great
Ihare in the taking of Africa, 107. gives chace to

Dragut, but to nopurpole, \ii.

Doria, {John Andrenjo) offers to afTift Maha, v. i 5. a*

gain propofes the fame thing, but without fuccefs,

35. confers with the grand mafter at Mali a, 98.
Dciian Dioiiar, envoy from the J'ultan of Egypt, con-

cludes a peace with the knights of Rhodes, iii. 46.

Dragut J
chief of the corlairs in Barbary, his birth and

education, iv. 100. taken pri.oner by young Doria,
I0[. demanded of him by theGenoefe.and lent back
with prefents to Barbaroflui, 102. over-runs all the

coafts of the kingdom of Naples, ibid. d;ives the

Spaniards out of feveral towns 'n Africa, and forms
a defign of leizing upon Mehedia, 10;. geis pofTel-
fion of it by treachery, jo6. prepares againft the e-

nemies attacks. 11 1. defigns to fall upon their lines

and is dilcovered, 115. is defeated, 117. fbllicits So-

lyman to drive the knights of Mai. a out of Africa,
120. is purfued by Doria, and eicanes him, 122.
fails to Conftaniinople to haften the fitting out of the

fleet defigncd againft Tripoli, i2^. returns with the

Turkiih flf.et to IMalta, i 7,2 adviies the fiege of the

caftle of Si. Angelo, 135. prevails upon Sinan to

lay fiege to the city of Malta, 136. perHiades him
' to agree to the conditions proposed by the go/ernor

of Tripoli, 157. lands in Malta, and ravages the

country, but is forced to retire haftily to his (hips,

23!. is made go\ernor of Tripoli, and fortifies the

town, 239. makes the petty (overeigns in the i/le of
Gelves fubjed to the port, 242. joins the Turkifh
fleet before Malta with confidcrable fuccours, 29^.
his character and abilities, ibid propofes the ered-

ing of a new battery, but is oppo ed by Mui1:apha,

394. prevents the landing of the Sicilian fuccours^
vol.
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vol. IV. page 299. Is forcly wounded by tli« Fall of

a ftone upon his head, 316. dies, 321.

Ducas, {^Michael') emperor of Conftantinople, dethron-

ed by Nicephorus Botoniates, i. 18.

Dttcro, grand crois of the order, one of the ring-leaders
of the fedition againft the grand mafter de la Calfi-

ere, v. 95.

Dttijjony {Godfrey oC) grand mafler, i. I93. folicits

the crufaders to march ftraight to Jerufalem, after the

taking of Acre, ibid, negotiates the marriage of Ila-

bclla queen of Jerufalem, with Amaury of Lufignaii

king of Cyprus, 195:. his death, 196. why there is

fo little known concerning his government, ibid.

Du Mefnil, a templar, ftabs the envoy from the prince

ofthe affaflins, in dire6l oppoficion to public faith, i.

13;. is prote(5ted by Odo de St. Amand grand ma-

fter of the order, ibid, is forcibly carried oft by the

king of Jerufalem, and thrown into prifon at Tyre,
ibid.

Dupuy, [Raimond) a gentleman of Dauphine, grand
mafter of the holpitallers,

i. 42. draws up particular

ftatutes for his order, and at the fame time renders

it military, 4?. divides it into three clalTes, 44. and

(even languages, 45, offers his fervice to the king of

Jerufalem, 47. and gives fignal procfs of his courage,

50. is fent into Spain to procure the execirtion of

the will ofAlihonius the great, 68. accompanies
Baldwin III. to the (lege of Acalon, and diftingaifh-

cs himfelf there, 8f. dies at a great age, his charac-

ter, 1 01. is revered as a faint, ibid.

Z<Z)(?^ ravaged by thefultan oflconium, vol.I.p^ge 79.
•^

£^au^r^ II. king of England, cables the eftcds of

the templars to be given to the hofpitallers,
ii.

95.^

Ed'ward VI. fbn of Henry VIII. and Jane i^eimour his

third wife, fucceeds his father, iv. 206. embiaccs

the doiftrine of the proteftants, ibid, his death, Ma-

VOL. V. Dd ry,
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ly, cidcfl: daughter of Henry VIII. and Catlianne of

A'.ragon, fucceeds h?m, vol. iv. page 206.

Egyptian flifet attempt to relieve Afcalon by fea, i. 82,

Egypt ibiely afiii<5tcd wiih a tamlne, \. 2Q2.

Egypt, V the calif or") (LitFers the Chriftians to fettle in

Jerufalem, and afllgns them a cjuarter there, i. 11,

joins
ihe cruladers againft the 1 uicomans> 30. i«

chief of the 'ed of Aly, or the Fathimites, ibid, re-

takes Jerufalem from the Tnicomans, and prepares
himlelf to i^.ftain the fiegecfit againft: the trii.'aders,

32. brfieges J^ffa, 51. the luxury of his fuccefTors,

lie. one of i hem refufes to give his bare hand to a

chrifl-cn enba/Tadov, 113. Saladiiie extinguifhes the

whole {e<ft of them, 125.

Egj/tf (the luliaii of) makes a treaty with the order,
ii. 2 J 6. Daher declares war agd' nit James king of

Cy^'rus, 237. and defeats h'm, 23B. caufes attack

Rhodes with a iicet, uiiich 's obliged to retire, 246.

again mifcarries in the iame attcaipt, 251. makes

peace with the oidtr, 2^3.

Egypt, (the fultati of) grants the Bailjrd de Lufignaii
the invelliture of die kingdom ofCyprus, iii. 11. re-

news the treaties of peace with the order, 46. Camp-
fbn Garni makes a league with Bajazet agaiull the

order, 126. protc(5ls the Arabian princes when at-

tacked by Emanuel king of Portugal, i 28. the or-

der takes conlidcrable prizes from his fubjedls, i jO.
and defeats his fleet in the port ofAiazza, 135. makes
a league with ifhmael king of Perfia, and the grand
mafter Caretio, againft Seiim, 141. who defeats him,
and ftrips him of his dominions, ibid, the govern-
ment of ligypt given to Cairbeg, ibid.

Eleanor, queen of France, appears at a review with an

army of ladies, whom fhe carries to the holy war, i.

74. fails in love with Saladine, a converted Turk,
76.

Elc6lors of the grand mafter, how they ought to be

chofen, ii. 153. how they prepare themfelves for the

eledlion, 244.

Emanuel^
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Emajiuel, king of Portugal, makes war upon Kaubra-

derin king ofCalecut, vol, iii. page 127.

Einbre, a little illand, where the'rurks are defeated^ ii.

i.;2.

Eitiery d' dmhrAfe elefted grand mafter of the order of

Rhodes, iii. 123. takes leave of the king of France,
and repairs to Rhodes, 124. calls a general chapter,
and makes feveral regulations for the Supporting of

difcipline, and fettling a good order in the adminiftra-

ation of the revenue, 1 2&. refolves to oppofe the new
rmament of the full an of Egypt, which was feen in

the gulph of Aiazzo, 133. fiisojt a fket under the

command of the chevalier Villiers de I'lfie Adam,
ibid, employs the revenues annexed to his dignity,
either in relieving the poor, or in making foriiticaii,

ons at Rhodes, i;6. his death, ibid.

Emirs y or SoldanSj their authority, and the abufe that

they make of it, i. 10, no. Togrulbeg declares

himfelf the chief or fultan of them, i 5.

Enipirey{\.\-\Q Roman) declines uj^on the death ofTheo-
dofius theGreat,!. 2.theGreeks, their mifcrable (tate

at the time of the commencemenr of the holy war,
18.

E7?2p:flci, (the cadellany of) a confiderable dignity of
the order of St. John, and the fiid in Europe next
to that of the grand mader, ii. 180.

England, the alteration in religions there upon the death.
of king Henry VIII. iv. 206. and Edward VI. ibid.

Erizzo, the Venetian proveditor in the ifle of Negro-
pont, defends it courageoufly againfl: Mahomet, iii.

27. furrenders to the fultan on exprefs of parole of
the latter, who caufes him to be fawn afunder, 2'-^.

Erizzo, [j^nnf) daughter of the proveditor, a lady of

diftinguiHied beauty, relifts the folicitations of Ma-
homet, who ftrangles her in cold blood, iii. 28.

Erniengard Daps, choien grand m after of the order of
St. John, i. 165. his death, 193.

Eugenius III. caufes the fecond crufade to be preached
by St, Bernard, i. 73.

£> d ^ Europey
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EuropCy Its flate at the beginning of the holy war, vo!-»

i- page 23, 24.

Eiijiac.e Ganihr, conftable of Paleftlne, defeats the ar-

my of the calif of Egypt; i, 5 i .

F-^Abrkio Caretto ele(5led grand mafler of the knights
of Rhodes, iii. 159- calls a general chapter, and

makes fit regulations for the defence of the order, ib.

enters into a league with the king of Peifia againft
the Turk?, 141. afTiib Gazelles, the governor of

Syria, agiuul Solyman, 143. dies, 147.

Tacardiiiy prince of the Drufl; implores the afiiflance of

the order, v. 104.

faJ/iagii/idy a city of the 'He of Cyprus, taken, by the

Geaoeie, \\. zo6.

Fathinihssy a dynaily of MahDmerans, their original,
i. 109.

Ferdinand d' Heredia, caflellan of Empofla, chofeii

grand maHcr of the knights of Rhodes, ii. 158. his

family and cduca-tion, ib. 159. lent cmbafTador to

the pope by the grand mailer and council of Rhodes,
161. made prior of Catalonia, 162. appointed medi-

ator by his hoiineis between the kings of France and

England, 163. declared governor of Avigr^on and

ihc Conrie Venai/Iin, 165. conveys popeGiegoryXL
from Avignon to Rome, 1 70. lays (lege to Patras,

171. makes an attempt againft Corinth, 171. and is

taken prifoner, 172. ran'omed and declares in fa-

vours of pope Clement VII 180. comes to Rhodes

and takes pofrefhon of his dignity and government,
ibid, his piety and care of the order, 170. his death,

and charafter, 171.

Ferdinand, king of Naples, abandons his kingdom to

Charles VIII. iii. iia. enters into a league againft
that prince, 114.

FerentinOy a city ofthe compagne di Roma, where there

is a famous afTembiy held for the deliverauce of the

Holy Land, i. 2J2,
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Tieity: en ^cercy, a houfeof the nuns hofpitallers, after-

wards reunited to that ofBeau-licu, vol ii. page i<;.

Fitero in Navarre (the abbot of) accompanied by one

of hi^ monks, caules the Moors raiie the (lege of

Calatrava, i. 96.
Floren'hissy make war on pope Gregory XI. who cjf-

communicates them, ii. 197. the bull is revoked at

the requeft of St. Catharine of Siena, 1^8,

Florentines^ enter into the holy league, iii. 283. drive

the family of Medicis out of their territories, 287,
Fluvlan {^Anthony) grand mailer, his different digni-

ties, ii. 253. adifts the king of Cyprus, 238. and

prepares to faftain the attacks of the fultans of

Egypt, 239. holds a general chapter, 240. forbids

the knights to go to Rome without expreis permiili-

on, 243. builds a magnificent infirmary at Rhodes,

244. his death, ibid.

Forcalquier {Guy count of) brings great riches into

the order of the hofpitallers, i. 93.
Foucher, patriarch of Jerufalem, oppofed the exempti-

ons granted by pope Anaftafius IV. to the order of

St. John, i. 88. takes a journey to Rome to procure
the repeal of them from pope Adrian IV. 91.

France, a great many lords and gentlemen of that

kingdom repair to Meflina, to pafs from thence to

Malta, during the fiege, v. 57. likeways to the iflc

ofCandia, to the afliftance of the Venetians, 15^.

Franc'ifcans (the European) are driven from the holy

places by the Greek fchiimatics, v. 127. a method

propoied by the order, to fettle them there again>
ibid.

Francis \, king of France, his chara(fler and pretenfi-

ons, iii. 266. taken prifoner by the emperor, ibid,

guarded as a date criminal, 272. obtains his liber-

ty, i7^
Frederick I. emperor of Germany, enters into the cru-

fade, i. 179. dies, 185".

Frederick II. emperor of Germany, I5 perfuaded by
pope Honorious III. to undertake the expedition in-

to the Holy Land; r. 252. marries the princefs of
D d 3 Jerufalem,



INDEX.
Jerufalem,ancl obliges her father to abdicate the go-
vernment, vol. i. page 25 2. puts off his voyage for two

years, 255. is excommunicated by pope Gregory IX.

256. defends his condudl in a letter to all the fovereigii

princes of Chriftendom, 257. the Roman barons

take up arms in his favour, 2^9. he commits great

ravages upon the patrimony of St. Peter, 260. ar-

rives in the Holy Land, 26 1 . prevails upon the hof-

pitallers and templars to join his army, march-
es to Jaffa, and reilores the fortifications, 262. makes
a truce with the lultan of Egypt, and returns into I-

taly, 265. drives the pope's generals out of mofi: of
the places they had feized during his abfence, z66,

fubmits to the pope and is abfolved, 267. perfecutes
the two orders of the hofpitallers and templars, ib.

fends a body of German troops into Paleftine againft
the princefs Alice, who laid claim to the crown in

his abfence, 270. laments the mileries of Paleftine

in a ktter to Richard earl of Cornwall. 287.

7/;/^, count of Anjou, dillinguiftied by his behaviour

againft the infidels, i. 5'4- his family and marriage,

S^. returns into. France, ib. comes back to Jeruia-

lem, and marries Melefinda, the eldeft daughter ta

king Baldwin, 59. fucceeds Baldwin in the throne

of Jerufalem, ib. undertakes an expedition to Ariti-

och, 6 1 . and fecures the government to Conftance,
the daughter of Bohemund II. 62. killed by a fall

from his horfe, 70.

Fu/k, incumbtnt of Neuilli, his advice to Richard I.

king of England, i. 178. procures a new crulade,
20S.

Fu/k de Villaret, cho/en grand mafter of the order of

St. John, ii. 38. follicits the pope and the king of
France to aflift the hofpitallers in the conqueft of

Rhodes, 41. returns to Cyprus, and enters upon the

expedition, 48. makes a defcent upon the ifland, 5:1.

lays fiege to the town, 52. and takes it, J3. reduces

the neighbouring ilies to his obedience, J5. puts
the town of Rhodes in a good ftate of defence, 56.

becomes idle and luxurious; ^<j* is fujnmoned by the

Older
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order to appear in council, and give an account of
his admin"? ftration, vol. it. page JOO. a conrpiracy
formed againfthim, lOi. is depofed, an i appeals to

the holy fee,ii. 102. the caufe heard at Avignon ro4,
is rc-eftabl'fhed in all ihe lun<5tions of his

dignity^
lo5. abdicates his oilicj, and dies, ibid.

f^Ahrlel Marihieng9,ix\, excellent engineer^ un^?er-

takes the defence of Rhodes in conjiuK^lion with
the knights of the order, vol. iii. page 161. takes

upon him the crols, 163. his vigilance and care in

defence of the town, ibid, and loles an eye in the

(ervice, 205.
Cahrkl ifAranion^ undertakes to divert Sinan from lay-

ing fiege to Tripoli, iv 147 arrives at the Turkifh

fleet, has an audience of Sinan, and 6nds his defign

impradicable, i 50 i^ not permitted to return *tiU

the fiege was ended, i f i . obtains the liberty of the

knights that were made prifoners in Tripoli by Si-

nan, 165. fails to MaLa and acquaints the grand
mafter with what had happened, 166. isfalfly charg-
ed with having betrayed the order, and given up
Tripoli to the iiindels, 16S. demands an audience,
and defend? himlelfin full council, 169- proceeds
on his voyage to Conftantinople, ibid, his honour
vindicated in a letter from the council of Malta to

the king of France, 177.

Caleran, bifhop of Berytus, lays before the council of

Lyons an account of the invafion of Paleftine by the

Corafmins, i. i 59.

CalHegy almoft wholly conqtiered by Godfrey^ i. 40.
Tancred is made governor of it, ibid.

Callies y the order fit« out a fixth, v. lOf. and after-

wards a feventh, 131.

Cal'eon, a magnificent one built at Amfterdam for be-

hoof of the order, v. 104. is brought to Marfeilles,
1 06.

Cargallof bifliop of Malta, one of the ring-leaders of

the
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the dlfordersralfed againft the grand mafter de laCadl-

ere, vol. v. page 91. pretends to make a judicial vifi-

tationofthe hofpital ofthe notable city,9 2. the affair

is referred to the pope, before whom he goes to de-

fend his condud; ibid, draws the J^ifuits to Maha,
100.

Carniery {^Eujlace) lord of Sidon and Cefaria, and con-

ftable of Paleftine, obliges the Saracens to raife the

liege of Jaffa, i. s i. attacks the garrilbn of Aicaloii

whendifperfed for pKinder, ibid.

Carnier, grand prior of England, cholen grand mafter

of the order of St. John, i. i J9,
Carzes [Martin) of the language of Arragon, is chofen

grand mafter, v. 100. an idea of his government,
ibid, makes a decree in favours of the Swifs, 101.

eaufes fortify Goza, ibid, his death, ibid.

Gajjy a Turcoman prince, engages with his neighbours
to attack the Chrillians^ and invade the territories

of Antioch, i. 48.

Gafpard deValisry marfhal of the order of Malta, com-
mands in Tripoli, and refules to furrender the town
to the Turks, ivl 149. prepares himfelf for the fiege

by receiving the facrament, 15^. calls a council of

war, 154. dilpaichesthe commander Copier to quell
the mutiny which had arol'e among his own foldiers,

155. is obliged by tlie council to fubmit to necedity,
and offer a capitulation, 156. upon his iigning the

treaty makes a vifit to Si nan, and is injurioufly made
a prifoner and put in irons, i J9. his behaviour in

captivity, 160 is fet at liberty and brought to Mal«'

ta, is wrongfully accufed and profeeuted by the

grand mafter, and his deftrudion refblved upon,
165. et feq. his fentence, 177. his reputation vin-

dicated, I 80. reftored to^ his liberty and honours,

239.

Cajiineauy commander of Limeges, takes a confiderable

prize from flie (ultan of Egypt, iii. 15-1.

CaJiuSf chofen grand mafter of the order of St. John,
i. 123.

Cattilujiop prince of Leftos, is attacked byMahomet II.

and
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and affifted by the order, vol. iii. page 19. is betray-
ed by the governor of Mitylene, and capitulates, 20,
is beheaded notvvithftanding his apolbicy, 2 1 .

Cazay rebuilt and fortified, i. 78.

Cazariy cham of the Mogul Tartars, enters into a

league with the Chriftians againfl; the Saracens, ii.

21. his vi(5lories, 22. is obliged to return into Per-

lia, 25. (ends an embafly to Rome to defire thepope's
afTiflance. 24.

Gazelles
y governor of Syria, raifes an infurre^lion upon

the death of Selim, iii. 142. is defeated by the forces

ofSoIyman, the fuccelFor to Selim, 144.
Celves f an enterprize againfl: that ifland, fuccefsful at

firrt, but at laft very fatal, by the mifcondud of Li-

cerda, iv. 242. et feq.

Genoefe^ (bjne knights of Rhodes, take part with them
in their war wiih the Venetians^ ii. 155.

Cenoejey alarmed at the approach of BarbarolTa, but

get rid of him by delivering up Dragut, iv. 102.

Ce->y:iefe, infult the fquadi on of the order j the confc-

quences of the/e difputes, v. 134. the council prohi-
bits the receiving any of them into the order, 135.
the pope reconciles tliem to the order, 172.

Geoffroy le Rat, cho(en grand mafter of the order of

St. John, i. 200. his letter to the prior of England,

complaining of the famine then raging in Palelliiie,

202. his death, 220.

George Trapa?iy a German engineer, encourages Ma-
homent II. to undertake the fiege ofRhodes, iii. 52.

pretends to defert from the TurkHli army, and is

admitted into Rhodes, 57. and diligently v/atched hy
order of the grand maflier, 59. confelFes his treache-

ry, and is executed, 70.

George Schilling, commands the gallies of the order of

St. John in the emperor's fervice againfl; Algiers
iv. So. his behaviour in the fiege, 8 J.

George Adorncy governor ofthe city of Malta, prepares
to defend it againfl the Turks, iv. 137.

Gerard, the adminiftrator of the hofpital of St. John of

Jeruiklem, (hut up in prifon, i. 54- prevails upon the

broih^i'S
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brotViCrs and fillers of the hofpital to renounce the

world, and take a regular habit, vol. i. page 38.
ereds a magnificent temple in honour of St.John the

baptift, ^9. dies, 41.
Gerard de Pins, named by the pope to be lieutenant

general of the order of St. John, ii. 103. attacks the

Turkifh fleet, and gains a confiderable vidtory, loS,

Ceriand, of Poland, knight of St. John, illuftrious for

his valour and piety, i. 277.

Cer7na7iy^ (the grand baiiif of) his eftabliihments and

fun6tions, ii. 241.
Giles (the hoiiie of St.) in Provence, one of the firfl

hofpitals or commanderies of the order of St. John,
i. 40.

Gkinucci, ( cardinal) appointed bifliop of Malta by the

pope, in oppofition to the emperor, iv. 15.

Gilbert d*Afalit, cholen grand mafter of the order of

St. John, i. 116. approves of king Amaury's defign
to invade Egypt, 117. levies troops to aflift him,
1 17. refigns his dignity in a full chapter, 1 j 8. and

retiring into England is caft away at lea, ibid.

Godfrey of Bouillon, engages in the holy war, i. 2S.

firft enters the city of Jerufalem, 34. made governor
of it, after having refuled the title of king, 36. de-

feats the army of the caliph of Egypt, ibid, forms

new laws, extends his conquefts, and dies, 40.

Godfrey de Duijfon, chofen grand mafter of the order

of St. John, i. 19^. procures a marriage between A-

maury de Lufignan king of Cyprus, and Ifabella

queen of Jerulalem, 196. his deaih, J 96.

Colcita, afort fitiiated 12 miles from Tunis, befieged
and taken b_^ Charles, V. iv. 4 j. who keeps poifef-

. fion of it, 46.

Golettay a fort on the coafts of Africa, taken by Selim,.
v. 88.

Cozay defcribed, lii. 265. vifited by the grand mafter

of Malta, iv 1. ravaged by the Turks, 144.

Goza, fortified anew, v. loi. the grand mafter de Vig-
nacourt provides for its fafety, 103, is threatened-

witk
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Avitli an Invafion by the Turks, and put In a pofture
of defence, vol. v. page 17.

CozoTiy (Dieu Donne de) engages a crocodile, ii. 115.
and kiilsir, 1 16. is ftript of hisknightly habit, but re-

cftablilhcd with honour, 117, is made lieutenant-

geneial of the ifland, 120. nominates himielf grand
matter, i :?i. caufes the command of the fquadron of
the league to be given tojohn de Biandra, 152. pre-
vails on his order to adill: the prince of Armenia,
133. complains of the commanders of the North,
154. makes profeflion of neutrality in the wars be-
tween the Chriftian princes, 1^5. asks leave of the

pope to abdicate his dignity, 138. fortifies Rhodes,
ibid dies much lamented, ibid.

^rand Mafter, a name given to the fuperiors of the

hofpitallers by pOjC Clement IV. i. 314. uled as

early as the twelfth century, ibid, the grand mailer
is for life, and eledive, i. 38.

Grand iMafter of the knights of Rhodes, a propofal to

grant the nomination of him to the pope, ii. iS.

can be depoled.'with perm'flion of the pope, ibid,

has but one voice more ihan a pilier in the council,
of which he is natural prefident, 112. has the no-
mination to ieveral comma nderics in each priory,
ibid, how he ought to be choien, 153. regulations

concerning him, 179. is looked on as the moft pow-
erful Chriftian prince in ihe eaft.

Grand Majitr of the order of St. John, has the firfl

place on the right hand of the throne, when the

pope holds a council, iii. 254. other marks of di-

llin<5Hon granted him, ibid.

Grand Majter of the order of St. John, Lis dignity
and rank, iv. 21S. is invited to the council of

Trent, 261. to which he fends an ambalTidor, ibid.

Grand Mcfier of the order, his dignity is above that

of cardinal, v. 67 a difcuUion of his rights on oc-

cafionofthe nomination of the general of the gnllies,

99. the grand mafterVerdolie accepts of a card'nal's

Jiat, ibid. Urban VIIL changes the form if his elec-

tion moiu probriQy 109. the in(^uifitor demands that

the
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the grand mafter^s coach fhould flop on meeting h'ls^

vol. v.pa^e 191. ii wont to make the king of France

a prefent of fome birds of prey. 196.
Grefk fchi/iriatics take from the Francifcans of Europe

• the keys of the holy places, v. 117. the order would

have them treated as enemies, ibid.

Gregory VIII. appoints public prayers and fafts for the

lolsof JeruiXlem,i. 175.

Gregory IX. pope, eKcommunicates the emperor Frede-

rick II. ii, 256. notifies in his letters to the bifhops of

Apulia, ibid, forbids the emperor to crofs the fea, as

a member of the crufade, 261. afTifts John de Bri-

enne and his rebel fubjeAsfrom their oath of allegi-

ance, 266. accepts the emperor's fubmiilion, and

gives him abfolution, 267. quiets the difturbances

in Paleftine, in favour of the emperor, 271. writes

an angry letter to the knights of St. John, com-

plaining of irregularities and abuies in the order,

27J.

Gregory X. advanced to the popedom, i. 317. calls a

general council at Lyons for the procuring a new

cruiade, qi8.

Gregory YA. excommunicates the Florentines, ii. 167.
revokes his bull at the (blicitation of S Catharine de

Siena, 168. removes from Avignon to Rome, 169.
is opposed by the mag-.ftrates, 17;. his death, 174.

Gregory XII. is declared a fchifmatic, and depoled af

the council of Fifa, ii. 219. refigns at the council of

Conftance, 22S,

Gregory XlII. (pope) pre^nts to the order three can-

didates for the grand mafteiihip, v. 98 to which he
reunites the dignity of turcopilier, ibid, excludes the

knights from that of bilhop of Malta and prior of
the church, 99.

Gregory XV. (pope) confirms all the privileges of the

order, v. 106.

Cuerin (friar) minifter of Philip Auguflu?, and Louis

VIII. his charadler, i. 224. [lops hcprogre/s ofthe

fe6lofAmaury,225. Is chofen b^fliop ci Sehlis 230,
has great fliare in the vidory of Uouvines, ibid.

CuerWy
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Cuerhiy an hofpitaller, takes pains to ftop ttie progrefs

of a new fedt of fanaticks, vol. i. page 224. gains!

vi(5lory for the king of France over thcemperorOtho
IV. 229. et f^q. obtains confiderable legacies of the

French king for the defence of the Hqly Land^ and

is named his executor, 251.
Cuerin de Montaigu, chofen grand mafter of the

order of St. John, i. 221. oppoles the inroads of

^Solyman de Roveniden into Armenia, 223. refuies to

join the army of the emperor Frederic II. unlefs he

Ihould decline the command, 262. his death, 268.

Cuerin, choien grand raafter of the order of St. John,
i. 281.

Ciichiay the (lory ofthat prince, v. 117. the order em-

braces his party, ibid.

Cuelphs and Gibbelins, fadions in Italy, their original,
i. 264.

Cuhfiard, prince of Salerno, befieged by the Saracens,

and delivered by the lords of Normandy, i. 25.

Cuimera7i (the commander) diftinguilhes
himfelf at

the (lege of Malta, v. 19.

Guifcard {^Robert) a Roman prince,
duke of Calabria,

ravages the Greek empire, and why, i. i8. whence

that firname was given him, 27.

Guttiere d'Erinegildey prior of the hofpitallers ofCa-

ftille, afllfts king Alphonfus VIII. againft the Moors,
i. 223.

Cuyy count of Forcalquier, bequeaths his pofTeflions to

the order of St. John, i. 95.

Guy de Blanchefort, grand prior of Auvergne, eleded

grand mafter of the order of Rhodes, I "; 8. upon
the report of mighty preparations made by the

Turk, embarks with all expedition for Rhodes,

though dangeroufly ill, 138. his death, ibid,^

H.

TJAcenf feignior of the aflafllns, his abfolute power,
^ vol. i. page 132.
Vol. V. E c Havilda^
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Hamida, fon to M .leyHa.cen, fcizes upon the kingdom

of Tunis in his father's ahfence, vol iv. page 9 ;.

gahii a vidoiy over him, takes him prifoner, and

puts out both hi.^ eyes. 9^.

Hargan., ciilpolFcfles
Sannar of his dignity of fuhan of

Egypt, i. in. defeated by Noradin, and (lain in

battle, 112.

Bafcen, an aga, defends Algiers againft the emperor
Charles V.'iv. 82.

HaJJan, viceroy of Algiers, arrives at theTurkifli camp
belore Malta, with a confiderable body of fuccours,

V. 16. attacks the peninfula both by fea and land,

1 7 . is defeated, 2 i •

heg'ira^ the aera of the Mahometan chronology, Its

origirfal,
\. ^^

Fleiipn ae Villeneiive^ chofen grand mafter of the order

of St John, ii. 109 calls a general chapter at Mont-

pelier, to retbrm the abuies which had crept into

the order, t 1 1. anives at Rhodes, and repairs the

fortifications of the iflaud, 113. deprives Dieu-don-

iie de Gazon for having dirobe)ed his orders in

fighting whh the ;eipcnt of Rhodes, 117. but after-

wards reflores him to the habit and honours, 1 18,

fits out fix gallies in ihe port of Rhodes to keep the

fea aga-hO: the infidels, by order of pope Benedi(2:

XII. 122. makes leveral regulations in the order>

124. dies, I ~o.

Henry W. king of England, engages to undertake an

expedition into the Holy Land, i. 149. receives the

embaffadors from Pah (line with relpedl, but de-

clines to go thither in perfon, 151. takes the crofs,

176.

Henry i count of-Champagne, marries Ifabella the wi-

dow of Conrad, and obtains a right to the kingdom
of Jerufalem, i. 194. is killed by a fall from a win-

dow, 195.

Henry Dandalo, doge of Venice, furnifhes the army of

the ciuiade with Ihips^ to tranlport them to St. John
d'Acre,

J
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cTA Jre, vol. i. page 20S. redores the emperor Tfaac

Angeliis to the throne of Conllantinople, 1 1 2. refufcs

to be made emperor hiinfelf, 216.

Hcnry^ brother to Baldwui 1. made emperor of

Conftantinople, and poiibned by the Greeks, i.

270.

Henry II. kuig ofCyprus, caufes hlmfeif to be acknow-

ledged and crowned king of Jerulalem, \. 327. ar-

rives with fuccoursin the port of Acre, ibid, private-

ly retires to Cyprus, 328. diibbliges by his manage-
ment, ii. 15. is declared incapable of the govern-
ment, and imprifoned, but recovers both his liberty
and his crown, 1 7r et Jcq.

}ien?yy marcjuifs of Hochberg, gives the hoQv.tallers his

lordlhip of Heiterlfheim, ii. 21.

Henry VIII king of England, talks of uniting the re-

venues of the order of St. Jolm to the crown, and

di/mifTes the einbafTadors of the grand marter vnth

dili-eipe<5V, iii. 277. gives the grand mafter a graci-
ous reception, 2S0. appr(f\'e& the defign of recover-

ing Rhodes, and lays alide the projccfl of fequelhing
the ellates of the order, 282. divorces queen Catha-

rine of Arragon, and marries Anna Bullen, iv. 28.

proicribes cardinal Pool, 19. perfecutes the order of

Malta, 31. fettles the fucceflion, 206.

Henry II. king of France, lends JMr. de Belloy to

Malta, with a letter to the grand mafter, complain-

ing of infamous reports concerning his embalfador,
and to make enquiry into tlie alFair, iv. 176. op-

pofes the match of the queen of England widi Phi-

lip of Spain, 212^ .

Henry III, king of France, is authorifed by a decree

of the council to nominate a Frenchman to the

grand priory of Auvergne, and names Francis of

Lorrain, the queen's brother, to thofe of France, St,

Giles, and Champagne, v. 89. aflfures the grand ma-
de la Calliere of his protection, 96.

iffr^<;//«/; patriarch of Jerufilem; fent into Europe to

£ e 2 pro*
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procure a crufade, vol. i. page 148. vifits the pope aiKl

'the emperor at Verona^ ijo. palles into Kngland,
2Dd treats kingHeiiry. II. with haughtinefs and con-

tempt, 151. returns without fucceft, 153.Uerrera, a. Spaci(h knight, promotes a mutiny in the

town of Tripoli, iv. 154. et feq.
Hcredia {John ferdinand d'

)
a knight of Rhodes, a>

favourite of Innocent VI. and employed by him in

divers negotiations, ii. 141 . makesufe of his authori-

ty to aggrandize himfelf, 146, is cholen grand mafter,

158. conveys Gregory XL to Oftia, 169. aflifts the

Venetians in taking Patras from the Turks, 171. is

made prifoner, and refuied to be ranfomed at the

cxpence of the order. 172. st feq. is got out of pri-

fbn at the charges of his relations, and declares for

Clement VII. in oppofition to Urban VI. i 79. be-

(lows on the order a part of his eflate, 180.

Holy Land
J

the relpecl paid to it by the ancient Chri*

ftians, i. II.

Hofpitalhrs (nuns) their origin, ir 15. take tlie regu-
lar habit, and the three religious vows, ;:^8. retire

into Europe after the taking of Jerafalem by Sala-

din, 169, wl:iere they form different hou.'es, i 79. 2 17.

Hofpilallers, tlie foundation of th^ir houfe at Jerufa-

lem, i. 14. become a regular order, 38.
Honorias III. (pope) writes to Andrew king of Hun-

gary, and the grand mafter of the hofpitallers, con-

cerning ihe crufade, i. 235. makes the cardinal of

Albans commander of the army fent into Paleftine,

244. the bad confequences of that choice, 247. in-

formed of the condud of the hofpitallers, whom he

vindicates publicly, 248. aiUfts at the afTembly of

Ferentino, 252. determines John de Brienne to re-

lign in favours of Frederic II. his fon-in-law^ ibid,

for what reafbns, 253. excommunicates the count

of Tripoli, aiKl fuffers the grand mafter of the hof-

pitallers
to do himfelfjuftice, 2 5'4.

HughyhxoihQt to Philip I. king of France^ engages in

the holy war, i. 22.

Hugh



INDEX.
tlugh dePayenSf founder of the order of templar?, vol.

i. page ^'i^et fcq.

Hugh df Forcalquier^ aflifts Don James of x^rragon in

the conqucft of Valentia, i. 272. 288.

Hugh, (St.) a knight of St. John, his devotion and

manner of life, i. 276.

Hugh de Revel, tholen grand mafter of ihe order of St,

John, i. 311. puts the order under new regulations,
ibid, et feq. takes a journey to Rome to follicit the

pope for new fuccours, 3 1 7. dies, 320.

Hugh III. king of Cyprus, aflTerts his title to the throne -

ofJerufalem, i. 319.

Huguenots, Lewis XIII. demands the alTiftance of the

order tofubdue them, v. 106.

Hiunbert II. dauphin of Viennois, made general of the

crufade by pope Clement VI. ii. 127. puts to fea

with the fleet of the crulade, and contributes to the

railing the liege of Jaffa, 128. quits the enterprii:e .

and turns monk, 130.

Hungary, Amurath II. and Mahomet his fon carry their

arms into it, but prove uufuccefsful in their attempt

upon Belgrade, iii. 146. Solyman carries war into

it, and takes Belgrade, ibid, et Jeq*

Huniadsi, fuccours the befieged in Belgrade, iii. 3.
Tallies out of the town, gains a conflderable victory
over the Turks^ and returns triumphant, 5.

J-

JAcaya,
the adventures of that Ottoman prince, whe-

ther true or falfe. v;ol. v. page 126.

James, (^Don) king of Arragon, drives the Moors oli

of Majorca and Minorca, and undertakes the con

queft of Valentia, i. 271. unites it to the crown o-

Arragon, 272.

JaJnes de Lujignan, regent ofCyprus, quarrels withth^
ftate of Genoa, and is taken priibner, ii. 206. upon
the death of his nephew, gains his liberty and ihe

crown, ibid.

E e 3 'janm



INDEX.
James Coeury a French merchant, concludes a peace be-

tween the fultan of Egypt and the knights ofRhodes,
vol. ii. page 252.

James de Milly^ chofen grand mafter of the knights of

Rhodes, iii. i . re-peoples the iflands that had been

ravaged by the Turks, 7. fupports the claim of the

houfe of Savoy to the kingdom of Cyprus, againft
the preteniions of the baftard of Lufignan, 8, etfiq,

complies with the demands of the Venetians, and
frees the town of Rhodes from a liege, 14. his death,

15.

Janizaries diftinguifli themfelves in different aflaults at

the fiege of Malta, v. 26. the baflia Muftapha kills

two of them with his own hand for having retired

from the breach, 31, caules Ibrahim to be ftrangled,
128.

Jajuietin Doria takes the corfair Dragut prifoner, iv.

lOI.

Jarcquins, two Turcoman princes, make an attempt to

recover Jerufalem, and are defeated, i. 80.

Jaxiy a Rhodian, treacheroully leized on by the Tur-
kifh general, iii. i 72.

Ibrahiju, the favourite of Solyman, difpatched with an

army into Egypt againft Achmet, iii. 262. lends his

head to the grand leignior, ibid.

Jerufalem taken by the infidels, i. 1 1. the fultans of E-

gypt aflign the Chriftians a quarter there, ibid, the

calif Aaron grants a houle to the French pilgrims,
ibid. Ibme merchants of Amalphi in Italy lay the

firft foundations of the order of the holpltallers there,

12. the Turcomans make themlelves mafters of it,

and pradti/e great cruellies, 16. but are driven out

of it by the calif of Egypt, 1J2. the Chriftians cany
the place after a fiege of fix weeks, and make great

flajghter, 1^1^. Godfrey is cho'en king of it, but re-

fules the tirle, ^6. the place runs a great rilque un-

der Baldwin III. 79. is iijrrendered by capitulation,

367, is agam put into the hands of the Chriftians,

all except the temple, 265:. all the Mahometans leave

the place, 282. laid wafte by the Coiafmins, 285.

Jefuits
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Jcfuiis drawn to Malta by the bifnopGargalla, vol. v.

page lOO. obliged to quit it, 122.

Jc-jjsj they and then- effedls are declared to be lawful;

prize, V. 99.

Ivibroll^ prior of theehurch, undertakes to write a hif-

tory of the order, but does not finifh it, v. i 16. has

a great dilpute with the grand mafler at Rome,
123.

Innocent IV. (pope) calls a general council at Lyons,
to engage the weftcrn princes to a new crufade, i.,

290. recommends the prefervation of the holy pla-

ces in a particular manner to the hofpitallers, and

confers new donations upon them, 309.

Innocent VI. (pope) orders the knights of Rhodes to

quit,
the ifland, and tranfport their convent into the

continent, ii. 142. appoints a chapter to meet at Nif-

mes or Montpeiier to debate the bulinefs, 144. tranf-

fers it to Avignon, ibid, confers the bell: command-
ries of the order upon his favourite knight John Fer-

dinand d'Heredia, without the conient of the grand

mader, 145:.

Innccent Vill. (pope) folicits the grand mafter to fend
,

Zizim to Rome, iii. 102. grants the order great pri-

vileges in exchange for his peribn, 103 receives him

gracioully, and orders him to be nobly attended,

106. dies, 107.

Innocentyi. cotScv% the commandry ofParmaonhis

fifter-in-k.w's nephew, the order complains of it to

all the chriftian princes, v. 127,

Inquifition eftabilfiied at Malta, v. 88.

Inquifitors render themleives odious at Malta, v. lor.

are fupported by the popes, ibid, and appointed pre-

fidents of the commiflion wherein the affairs of the

order are acjjufted, no. their pretenfions ai e regu-
lated by pope Clement XIV. 177. render themfelves

independent and infupportable to the order, 191,

require that the grand raafter's coach (hould flop at

meeting theirs, ibid, attempt to extend their jurifdic-

tion over the infirmary i the confequences ofthele

diiputes, 192.
Jnier'
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Interd'iBj Its effedls, vol. i. page 83.

Joach'miy {^Abbe) a fuppofed prophet, fortels the con-

queft of Jerulalem, i. 184. his charader, 185.

JoannitZj king of the Bulgarians, takes prilbner Bald-

win the firll Latin emperor of Conftantinople; and

puts him to death, i. 270.

Johny (St. of Jerufalem) the inftitution of the order, u

38. their pofTefTions, 39. the reformation of the or-

der by Raimond Dapuy, 42. made military, 43.
their ftatutes, habit, form of- government, &c. 45.

they offer their fervice to Baldwin II. king of Jeru-

falem, 47. fignalize their zeal in the defence of An-

tioch, 49. recommended to Fulk the fucceffor of

Baldwin by pope Innocent II. 60. renowned for

their valour and exploits, 6S' their manner of life,

94. adhere to pope Alexander III. in oppofition to

cardinal Odavian, 106. with diificulty confent to

attend the king of Jerufalem in his expedition a-

gainft Egypt, 1 17. difagree with the templars, 140.
have a lettlement at Conftantinople, 143. fuch as

were found there inhumanly murdered by theGrceks,

144. their behaviour at the fiege of Acre, i36. take

up their refidence at Acre, upon the recovery of the

town, 193. their power, 203. quarrel with the temp-

lars, 204. their ditference made up by pope Inno-

cent, 205. have foundations in all the dominions of

Afia and Europe, 217. are allowed fortreifes in the

kingdom of Armenia, 223. unjuftly calumniated, as

converting to their private ufe the fums fent out of

Europe, 248. have large revenues conferred upon
them by the king of Arragon, 273. offer to redeem

their captive brethren from the hands of the Sara^

cens, 294. but without fuccefs, ibid, compared to

the Maccabees by pope Clement iV. 314. obliged
to quit the holy land, 331. retire to LimifTo in Cy-

prus, ii. 2. fortify the town, 8. grow formidable at

^
lea, ibid, once more recover Jerufalem, 23. but are

again obliged to quit it, 24. reiblve to abandon Cy-

prus, and repair to Rhodes, 37. apply to the king of

France for aililtance;46. make a defceat upon the ifland,

and
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ind by fiege to Rhodes, vol, ii. page 51. tske tlietoWTij,

and are called the knights of Rhodes, 53. areinvefl:-

ed with the eflates of the templars, 8f , et feq. fink

into luxury, 99. a ichifm formed amongft them upon
the depofiiion of Fulk de Villaret their grand mailer,
10 1, the pope fends a commilTioner to Rhodes to en-

quire into the quarrel, 103. their negligence com-

plained of to the pope, 121. their enemies endea-
vour to get the revenues of the templars out of their

hands, 140. a chapter held at Avignon, 144. vari-

ous regulations made relating to difcipiine, 145. e-

nemies arife from among their own members, 157.

they defeat the naval forces of the iultan of Egypt,
247. ravage the coafts of the Turkifli dominions, and
fecure their own, iii. 5. divided amongft themfelves,

14. alhlt the Venetians againfl: Mahomet, 26, 29.
behave with refolution and courage in the (lege of

Rhodes, 61. opprefled by pope Alexander VI. 11 5'.

are vidlorious over the (hips of the fultan of Egypt,

130. devote their prizes to the common good of the

order, 135. invited to the council of Lateran by pope

Julius \\. who offers to put the council under their

protedion, 137, decline making any conuderable

detachment, but order their procurator-general in I-

taly to attend upon his bufinefs, ibid, intereft them-

felves in the defence of Belgrade, 147. obliged to

quit Rhodes, 230. are alfigned Viterbo for their re-

(idence by pope Clement V^II. 254. their revenues in

Italy feized on by the order of the emperor, 272. ob-
tain the grant of Tripoli, Malta and Goza, from the

emperor, at the requeft of pope Clement VIII.

297. they are put in pofreffion of them by fix com-

mifRoners, 301. are tranfported into the ifland of

Malta, 305. take the name of the knights of Malta,

303. make an attempt againft Modon, iv. 4. return

with a confiderable booty, 12. join the emperor's

fleets, and lay fiege toCoron, r 9. a quarrel arifes a-

mong them, which makes them take arms againfl one

another, 25. the authors of the tumult punifhed, 28.

they attend the emperor in his expedition againft Bar-

baroiTj;!
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barofTa, vol.iv. page43.are complimented by his Tm^
peria! rTiaje{l:y.54. their exploits at lea, 56. they defend

Tripoli againflAiradiii, 59. raze the tower of the Al-

cayd, 6 i . are unruccelsful beforeSiila, 72.behave with

courage in the ficge of Algiers, 84. are inftrumental
in theconqueft of Afric, 117. the afhes of fuch as

were flain in the fiege tranfported into Sicily, 119.
are attacked in Malta by the Turkifli fleet, 132, et

feq. are mutinous in Tripoli, 155. bat upon Sinan's
breach of faith refolve to defend the place to the Jail

extremity, i6^ b.'ing dcferted by their foldiers, are

taken, dripped, and laid in irons, 164. the knights
at Malra improve the fortifications of the ifland, 190.
are pLU in pofII:inon of their eflares in England by or-
der of queen Mary, 213. are offered Mehedia for a

place of refidence by the emperor, 219. determine
to continue at Malta, 223. fuffer much lofs in their

harbour by a ftorm, 229. their bravery at fea, 258.
relblve to loi'e their lives rather than Malta, v. 5. are

fuccefsful agau.n: the Algerine fuccours, 2 1 . but with
the lols of a condderable number of m^w^ 2 2.

John, cou'nt de Brienne, propofed by the emperor as a

match for the queen ofJeruialem, i. 219. lands at

the port of Acre with only three hundred men, and
marries the queen, 226. lays fiege to Damiata, 243.
and carries

it, 246. makes peace with the Saracens,

247. is objiped to abdicate the kingdom of Terufa-

em m favour of the emperor Frederic II. 252. is

placed at the head of the pope's army agalnft:
the

emperor, 263. quits the command, 266. is made re-

gent and protedlor of the empire of Conftantinople,

q8o._^

John de VilUers, cho/en grand mafter of the order of St.'

John, i. 324. defends St. John d'Acre againfl the

Saracens, '29. is obliged to quit the place, and e-

fcapes to Cyprus, 331. lends a general fummons to

the holpitallers in Europe to repair to LimifTo, H.

2- calls a general chapter, 6. makes new regulations
in the ordcr^ i o. dies, 1 7,

John
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jlohn XXn. (pope) the manner of his cledion, vol. li.

page I lo.

^oh?i le Meingrey maiHial of Boucicault, fits out a fleet

againft the king of Cyprus, and lands at Rhodes, ii,

207. is diverted from his cnterprize by the grand
malter. ibid, turns his arms agaaift the Turks, and

lays fiege to Scandaroon, 2c8. enters into a league
with the lord of the country, reimbarks his troops,
and lets iail for Cyprus, 210. comes to an agreement
with the king, by the mediation of the grand mafter

of Rhodes, 211. ravages the coafts of the Saracens,
in conjundion with the grand mafter, 214. returns

to Italy, 215.

John XXIII. (pope) his character and advancement

to the popedom, ii. 224. calls the council at Con-

ftanct, 22^. his ir.isbehaviour towards the knights
of Rhodes, ibid, depoled by the council, 227.

yohn ds LaJiiCy ele(5led grand mafterof the knights of

Rhodes, ii. 244. has advice of the lliltan of Egypt's

defigns againft Rhodes, with the concurrence of A-
murath II. emperor of the Turks, 345. courts the

alliance of Amurath, 246. defends the ifle of Rhodes
with vigilance againft the invafions of the Saracens,

249. obtains recruits from Europe for the defence of
the ifland againft the liiltan of Fgypt, 252. calls a

general chapter at Rhodes, ibid, makes a peace with
the fultan, ibid, is charged with miimanagement by
pope Nicholas V. and vindicates h*.m;elf wiih reiblu-

tion and fpirit, 253. is inverted with fovereign au-

thority, and the entire diipoial of the revenue of the

order, 255. his death, 266.

John Bapiifta Urjini, prior of Rome, ele<5led grand
mafter ofthe knights of Rhodes, iii. 24 provides a»

gair.ft
the invafions of Mahomet II. ibid, refufes to

comply with the treaty propofed to the orde. by the

Venetians, 26. but notwithftanding fends a
itjLiadron

of gallies to their afTiftance in the invafion of- Negre-
pont, ibid, favours the embafly of Uftum Caftan

j^ing of Perfia; 31. makes new fortifications for the

defeucp
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defence of Rhodes againft the Turks, vol. ili. page
35. his death, 36.

John d'OjTiedety cholen grand mafter of Maha, iv. 64.
fits out a fleet for the (icge of Sufa, 72. fends an em-
baffador to the emperor to deGre the demolition of

Tripoli, unle/s refortified by his highnefs, 75. aflifts

the emperor in his defign upon Africa, 83. again (o^*

licits to abandon Tripoli, but without fucce(s, 90.
joins the emperor's fleet with the galiies of the or-

der, againft the inclination of feveral commanders in

the council, 125. is negligent in making the necef-

fary preparations againft rhe armament of the grand
feignior, 129. engages d'Aramon, the French em-

baflTador, to endeavour to hinder the (lege of Tripo-
li, 147. exprefles his grief for the lofs of Tripoli,
and privately charges the French embaflfador with

having betrayed the order, 167, et feq- plots the de-

llrudlion of the marflial de Valier, 170. caufes letters

to be wrote into 'everal parts of Europe to the preju-
dice ofthe marfhal de Valier and the French knights,

17^, is difplealed with the fentence againft de Vali-

er, 174. receives a letter from the king of France

concerning his embaffador, which he lays before the

council, 177. endeavours to remove the grand prior
of Capua from Malta, 1S9. engages him in an en-

terprize againft Zoara, 193. wrices a letter of ac-

knowledgment to the queen of England for the kind-

nefs flie had Ihewn to the order, 214. his death,
ibid.

'John de la ^^alette, chofen grand mafter of Malta, iv.

23 J. demands the refponfions and taxes due from the

Bohemian knights, who promife to pay them, ibid,

requires the fame relponfions from the Venetians,
and obtains them. 238. reftores the marfhal de Va-

lie.' to his honours, and farther confcs upon him the

title ofbailif of Lango, as a teftimony of his inno-

cence, 239. enters into a defign of recovering Tri-

poli, ibid, joins the forces of the order with the fleet

of the king of Spain, and fends them upon the expe-

ditipn, 141. will not fufFer the knights to attempt the

coH"
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conqucfl of the ifle of Gelves, vol. Iv. pags 242. re"
ceives advice that the viceroy of Sicily had taken

the ifland, and was building a fort, whilft the fleet

was infedled with a dangerous (icknefs, 249. recalls

the knights whom he had lent with him, and foon

after (ends a reinforcement of frefli troops, 250.
fcuilds new galiies at his own expence, 258. is invit-

ed to the council of Trent, and lends his embalTador

thither in his ftead, 261. foUicits the council to con-

firm the immunities of the order, hut without effect,

through the interpofition of pope Pius IV. 262. has

advice from Conftantinople of Solyman's preparati-
ons to attack Malta, 274, etfeq. makes ready forhis

defence, 275. his charadler, 276. prepares for the

engagement by a<^s of piety and devotion, 278. the

(late of the ifland, and the dilpolition of his forces,

281. the chief fecurity of the ifland lay in his pre-

lence, 284. offers to throw himfelf into the fort St.

Elmo, which was firft belieged by the Turks, but is

oppofed by the council, 290. folicits the' viceroy of

Sicily to make hafte with his fuccours, 292. a(Iifl:s

the knights blocked up in fort St. Elmo to hold out

the place as long as poflible, 298. writes to them
with an air of indifference, as provoked them to con^

tinue their defence at all hazards, 3o8<, fires upon the

Turks from the caftle St. Angelo, as they were en-

gaged in the attack of fort St. Elmo, 313. again fol?

licits the fuccours from Sicily, but with no better fuc-

cels than before, 3 17. diflfembles his concern for the

lofs of fort St. Elmo, and exhorts his knights to fol-

low the example of their brethren, who had died in

the fervice, V. 2. makes new regulations for the de-

fence of Malta, 3. orders all the Turks that ftiould

be taken to be put to the fwcid, 3. refufes to enter

into a negotiation with the baflia, 4. receives a fmall

body of fuccours from Sicily, 5, defeats the bafiia's

projed of cutting off their communication with the

fea, II . forms a new kind of bridg -, by the advice of
Bofio a young knight, for the con\ eyance of fuccours

from the town to the foit Si. Michael, i 3, again fo-

licits the fupplicb from Sicily, ibid, is deluded by the

Vol. V. Ff kina
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Jcing of Spain,vol. v.page 15. his behaviour upon tlic

death of his nephew, 2 7 . iets fire to the new bridge of

the bafha, and burns it to afhes, 28. writes again to

the viceroy ofSicily forfuccours, 34. does not depend

upon his promifes, but continues his vigilance and

encouragement of the foldiers to hold out to the laft

extremity, 37. advancing too far againft the enemy,
is dangeroufly wounded, 42. draws the wounded

knights out of the infirmary to place them in pofts,

which required their prefence, 45. is advifed by the

council to blow up the remains of fort St. Michael,
and rejed:s the propofition with indignation and hor-

ror, 48. receives the Sicilian fuccours, 56. ruins the

works, and fills up the trenches of the Turks, upon
their quitting the ifland, s^' entertains the generals
of the auxiliary troops, 66. refufes to be made a car-

dinal, 67. refortifies the ifland, 6y. quarrels with

the pope, 75. dies, 76. his funeral, 78.

Joubert) an hofpitaller, attends kingFulk in his expedi-
tion to Antioch, i. 61. difpatched to Raimond count

of Poitiers, with the offer of a marriage with Con-

ftance, and the principality of Antioch, 65. made

grand mafter of the hofpital of St. John, 127. and

appointed regent during the abfence of the king of

Jerufalem, 129. hardly efcapes being taken by the

enemy, 136. his death, 140.

Ifaac Angelas^ emperor of Conftantinople, deprived of

his crown by his brother, i, 21 1. reftored to his

throne, 2X2. dies of grief, 214.

^7;<7.'/, king of Perfia, invaded by Selim, enters into

a league with Campion Gauri fultau of Egypt, and

the grand mafter of Rhodes, iii. 14E.

Juliac, {Robert dc) choien grand mafter, ii. 1^3. o-

beys the orders of the pope concerning the defence

of Smyrna, 155. demands afliftance of the pope a-

gainft
Amurath I. 156. his complaints to the pope

againft fome priors, 157. his death and character,

15S.

Julio de Medicisy (cardinal) and knight of Rhodes, a

a candidate for the popedom, iii. 249. his birth, e-

ducation
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dncation and power, under the pontificate of Leo X-

vol.iii.pafTe250.is cholen pope, and takes the name of

Clement VII. 252. affignsViterbofor the refidcnce of

the knights of Rhodes, 254. enters into a league
with the king of England and the Venetians to main-

tain the liberty of Italy, 265. is befiegcd in Rome,
and takes refuge in the caftle of St. Angelo, 286. re-

commends the interefts of the order of St. John to

the emperor, 298. nominates cardinal Ghinucci for

the bilhoprick of Malta, iv. 15, dies, 17.

Julius II. (pope) calls a council at Rome, to which
he invites the knights of Rhodes, who beg to be ex-

culed; but offers him their fervices, iii. 137.

A Cerda, viceroy of Sicily, forms a projedl for the

recovery of Tripoli, iv. 240. lets out in the expe-

dition, and is joined by the knights of Malta, 241.-

propofes the conquefl of the ifle of Gelves, but can*

not obtain the grand mafter's conlent, 242. lands to

take in frefh water, but is ahvays oppofed by the in-

habitants of Gelves, 245:. rejedls the motion of re-

ducing Tripoli, lands in the ifle of G-elves, and finds

no oppofition, 246, receives the keys of the caftle

from the governor, and engages him to pay tribute

to the king of Spain, 24S. refolves to build a fort in

the ifland, ibid, is deaf to all entreaties to the con-

trary, and goes on with his work, 250. is attacked

by the Turkifh fleet, and in a terrible confternatioii

adviles with Doria what ftep he fhould take, 251.
deferts the ifiand, and lands in Sicily, 2 5" 3.

Lafcarisy a Greek officer, revolts from the Turks to

the Chriftians, v. 8. his birth and education, 9. ac-

quaints the grand mafter whh the bafha's
proje(51:

to

cut off all communication with the Tea from the Mal-

tefe, 10.

LaJfiCf {John de) grand mafter, ii. 244. prepares to

wage war with the fultan of Egypt, 245. rai/es new
fortifications ia the city of Rhodes^ 248. fummons

F f 2 ail
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alitliekniglUs thither by a general citation, vol.li.-p.

249. ibllicitsihe afliftance of the chriftian princes of

Europe, but without iuccefs, ibid, iliffers the chevalier

Qiiirini to treat with the Tultan of Egypt, 2 50. gives
the pope an account of the advantagres gained by his

order, 252. holds a general chapter, ibid, juftifies

his order to pope Nicholas V. 254. is entruded with

the Ibverelgn power, and entire difpofal of the finan-

ces, 2.55. renews the treaties with Mahomet II. then

come to the empire, 281. replies with courage to

ihe fummons made him by the latter, to acknowledge
him for his fover-eign, 265. has recourfc to the chril-

tiiin princes, efpecially to Charles VII. king of France,
266- dies, ibid.

Laferan, (the third general, council of) cenfures the

behaviour of the hoipitallers and templars, i. 137.
inakes a conftitiuion in favour of Lepers, 138. the

fourth general council, 233.
Leo Strozzi prior of Capua, made general of the gallies

of the knights of Malta, iv. 64. his atchievraents in

arms, 6s- 'ets out from Fvlalta for Italy to procure the

liberty of his father, 6 7. leaves the fervice ofFrance,
and asks leave to enter the port of Malta, 185. the

bad treatment he receives from the grand mafter d'O-

medes, ibid, et faq. returns to Malta, 189. adviies

. the further fortification of the ifland, and alTifts in the

doing it, 19 r. engages in an enterprize againft Zoa-

ra, 193. his army enter the town by furprize, and

fall to plunder, 196. arefurrounded by the forces of

the aga Morat, and in great meafure cut to pieces,

197. is difabled by a musket fhot in his thigh, 199,
is carried fafe to his (hips by a knight of Majorca,
named Torcillas, ib. returns with the fliatter'd re-

mains of his troops to Malta, 204. fets fail again and

fpends the fummer in fcouring the Mediteranean up
'

to the mouth of the Nile, 205. carries his prizes in-

to the ports of the order, ibid, is a candidate for the

dignity of grand mafter, 21s. lets fail to attack the

corfairs, which had appeared before Palermo, 223.
determines to enter again into the fervice of France,

and
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and command the French army hi Italy, vol. iv,

page 224. finds himfelf IbfpeiSlcd by the viceroy of

Sicily, ibid, e/capes from him by ftratagem, 225.
forms a defign to ieize Scarlino, and is killed by a

musket ball, 226. his charadler, 227.
Leonard Baltjirhu, the Latin metropolitan of Rhodes,

retires to Candia with his clergy, upon the con'^uelt
of theifland by Solyman, iii. 235.

Li'jron, leizes upoif the kingdom of Armenia, and takes

the prince of Antioch prilbner, i. 200. Ibllicits pope
Innocent III. in favour of Rupin*s claim to the pria*

cipality of Antioch, 222.

Lorgue^ {^Nicholas) grand mafter, i. 320. endeavours
to extinguifh the differences between his order and
that of the templars, ibid, goes into the weft to im-

plore fuccours, 323. dies in a fhort time after his

return from his voyage, in which he had been un-

fuccelsful, 324.. regulations made under his govern-
ment, ibid.

Lothairy (cardinal) advanced to the. popedom under
the title of Innocent III. i. 204. reconciles the dif-

ferences between the knights hofpirallers and temp-
lars, 206. reprefents in his letters to the bifhops of
France the milerable ftate of the diriilians in the

eaft, 221. preaches up^ a new crufade, and annexes

indulgencies to it, 22^5*. calls the fourth council of

Lateran, and recommends to them the recovery of
the holy land, 233.

Louis VII. king of France, refblves upon an expedition
to the holy land, i. 72. lout returns without fuc-

ce(s, 77,

Louis IX. king of France, takes up the crofs, i. 293*
enters upon the expedition, 296. palfes the winter in

the ifle ofCyprus, 297. compofes the differences be-

tween Hayton, king ofArmenia, and Bohemund V,

prince of Antioch, 298. refufes to come to an ac-

commodation with the fultan of Egypt, ibid, arrives

before Damiata, 299. marches againft the infidels,

30T. is taken prifoner, 306. recovers his libertyg
ibid, fets out from Kgypt to St. John d'Acre, ibid.

Ff3 the
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the (eignior of the afTaflins demands prefents ofhim,
vol. i. page 307. but afterwards implores his pro-

te<5llon, 308.

hufignan^ {Guy de) marries the king of Jerufalem's

iifter, and is declared regent of the kingdom, i. 144.

obliged to redgn his regency, 147. retires to Afca-

lon, 148. is content with the title of count of Jaffa,

ibid, is proclaimed king of Jerufalem, 155. is depo-
led and divorced from his queen, ibid, is married a-

gain and crowned, 156. is taken prifoner b.y Sala-

dine, 163. renounces the title of king of Jerufalem,
and is fet at liberty, 171. makes head againft the in-

fidels, i8i. marries the princefs of Cyprus, and is

fettled in the government of the ifland by Richard I.

king of England, 194. dies, 19^.

'Liijignariy [j^j/iaury de) king of Cyprus, marries Ifabel-

la queen of Jerufalem, i. 19 J. prevail'd on by pope
Innocent to continue his refidence in the holy land,

207. repreffes the leditions in Cyprus, 208. dies,

219.

Lujignaf!^ {Hugh de) fucceeds his father Amaury In the

kingdom of Cyprus, i. 219.

Lufignan. {Godfrey de) arrives in the eaft with a frefh

body of troopS; i. 182.

M

\AAhaziny fbn to fultan Sannar, defends Pelufium
•^

againfl the king of Jerufalem, vol. i. page 1 19.

Mahomet, his birth and rife, i. 4. his methods offound-

ing a new religion, ibid, his fuccefs and death, 9.

Mahomet II. his character and advancement to the

throne, ii. 261. lays fiege to Conftantinople and

takes it, 262. falls in love with Irene, a Greek lady,

263. cuts off her head with his own hand, 265. de-

clares war againft the knights of Rhodes, ibid, vows
their deftruilion, iii. 2. lays fiege to Belgrade, 3. is

beaten and wounded, 4. puts to fea a llrong fleet,

with dire<5tions to deftroy all the ifles of the order of

Rhodes with fire and fword, J, his admiral lays fiege
to
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to a fortified caftle in theifle ofLango, andisunruc-

cefsful, vol. iii. page 6. lands in Rhodes and feveral

other iflands of the order, commits great ravages
and reimbarks with his troops, 7. aflifts the ufurper
of Cyprus in oppofition to queen Charlotte, 11,

threatens Rhodes with a (lege,
1 2. refuses a fafe con"

du(5l to the commander de Saconny, embaflador from
the knights of Rliodes, 15. admits of an embafTy,
and figns a truce for two years, 16. lays fiege to Tre-

bilbnd, 17. takes it by capitulation, and puts the

Greek prince who defended it to death, i 2. propofes
the conqueft of Lesbos, is made mafter of Mity-
lene by capitulation, and breaks his faith, 21. fends

otit a Heet with orders to make a deicent upon the

jfle of Rhodes, but without fuccefs, 25. fits out a fleet

and invefts the town and ifle of Negrepont, ibid,

makes himfelf mafter of the place, and treats the

vanquiflied with all pofTible inhumanity and
crueltj^,

2S. menaces the order of Rhodes, 29. marches in

perfon againft UfTum-CafTan, king of Perfia, 32.

gains a vldlory over him, 35. propoies to make a

treaty of peace with the grand mafter ofRhodes, 42.

grants a fufpenfion of arms, 46. declares his defign
of attacking the ifle of Rhodes,- j i . is confirmed in

this deflgn by the grand vizier and three famous re-

negadoes, ibid, fends the baflia to take a view of the

place, 52. who attacks the fortrels of Fano, but is

obliged to retire, 53. his fleet are feen off from

Rhodes, 55. they land in the ifland, and require the

town to furrender, ibid, upon refufal they lay fiege

to it, 56. the fiege raifed, 74. prepares to attack it

in perfon, but is carried oflPby a fit of the cholic, be-

fore he could enter upon the expedition, 77.

JVIalta, its defcription, iii. 263. 306. 307. fortified by
the grand mailer, iv. 13. 279.

Mavialukesy the original of their inftitution, i. 294.
Manuel Comnenusy the Greek emperor, joins with A-

mauiy king ofJeru/alem in his defign againft Egypt,
i. 115:. makes confiderablc remittances to the grand
mailer of the hofpitallers, 118. his fleet difperfed by

a
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a ftormj vol. i. page 122. favours the Latin chrlfti-

ans, 143.
Mart elf (thehoufe of) called the holphal of the true

crofs, founded, ii. 20.

MariinV. unanimoufly ele<5led by the council ofCon-

ftance, ii. 23a. puts an end to the fchifm, which had
{b long prevailed in the Roman church, ibid.

Mary, eldeft daughter to queen Ifabel and Conrad, mar-

quefs of Montferrat, is acknowledged heirefs of the

crown of Jerufalem, i. 219. the count de Brienne is

nominated for her husband, ibid.

Mary, queen of England, fends an envoy to the grand
niafter, with advice that (he had refolved to reftore

all the commandries to the order, which her father

and brother had taken away, iv. 205. her advance-

ment to the throne of England, 209. fought in mar-

riage by feveral pretenders, 210. married to Philip
of Auftria, the emperor's fon, 213.

J\lauric3 de Pugnac, forms a confpiracy againfl: Fulk
de Villaret, grand mafter of the order of St. John, ii.

100. caules him to be depofed, and himfelf to be e-

ledled in his (lead, 102. the pope interpoies in the

affair, and the cau(e is heard at Avignon, 105. dies

before the caufe was decided, 166.

Mehediay formerly named Adrunietum, defcribed, iv-

103.

Melech-Sais, flicceeds Bendocdar in the throne, ii. 320.
takes Margat, 322. is murdered by one of his emirs,
who takes pofTelfion of the crown by the name of

Melec-MciTor, jbid.

Mele/inda, eldeft daughter to Baldwin II. king of Jeru-
falem, marries Fulk count of Anjou,i. 59. lays claim

to the kingdom after his death in her own right, 70.

Melier, an apoftate templar, made king of Armenia,
and joins his forces with Saladine's, i. 129. retires

to the mountains, i 30. is dilpatched by the grandees
of the country, 143.

Mercati, {Gerard) a knight of the order of St. John^
his manner of life^i. 277.

M£l»^
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Merchants) {Jtaliafi) obtain leave of the caliph Monfta-

fer-billah for the Latin chriiVians to vifit the holy fe-

ptilchre, vol. i. page I2.

Michael Paleologus , offers to join his forces to thofe of
the crufade, and to put on the crofs himfelf, i. 319.

Micheliy [Hen*-y) duke of Venice, alFifts the Chriftians

ofJudasa againfl: the Saracens,!. 52. befieges the city
of Tyre, and takes it upon condition, 53.

Military ^Y\2.vSy their feveral orders, i. 97.
Modoji, its fituation, iii. 294. propoled as a fettlemcnt

for the knights of St. John, 295. the grand mailer

attempts to idize upon it, iv. 4. et feq.
Moez, (the caliph) his family, i. 1 10.

Moleyy i^Jainesde) grand mafler of the templars, obeys
the pope's order, and repairs to him to Poitiers, ii.

39. prefents two memorials to him in behalf of the

order, ibid, offers to vindicate his order from the

imputations laid to their charge, 74. declares him-
lelf and his order innocent upon the fcaffold, 84. is

burnt alive, and repeats his declaration in the midft
of the flames, 85.

/l/c??r/, their conquefts, i. 95".

Montferraty (marquis de) heads a new army of the
crufade intoPaleftine,i.2o8. attempts to refcuethe em-
peror Alexis from the hands of the ufurper Murzul-

phle, 214. is inverted in the kingdom of ThefFaloni-

ca, 216..

Moravia, (the count of) raviflies the regent of Hun^

gary's wife, by the affiftance of the queen his filler,

i. 237.

Morbajjariy a Turk, attempts to recover Smyrna from
the Chriftians, ii. 125. makes a cruel flaughter a-

mongft them, i 26.

MorofiTiiy {Thomas) cholen patriarch of Conftantino-

pie, i. 216.

Muley Hajferiy king of Tunis, makes a particular alli-

ance with the governor of Tripoli againft the Turks,
iv. 36. is attacked by Barbaroffa, 38. obliged to

quit his capital, 39. implores the affiftance ofCharles

V. 41. is rs-eliabiilhed^ and on what conditions, 5:2^

asks
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asks the afTiftance of the order to retake Sufa, vof,

iv. page 75". fets out for Naples to implore fuccours-

of the emperor, and is received with great magnifi-
cence by the viceroy of Naples, who is ordered ta

confer with him, 9:?. returns into Afric tooppofethe
rebellion of his fon Hamida, is taken prifoner and de-

prived of both his eyes, 98.

Murzulphle, uilirps the throne of Condantinople, i.

214. the princes of the crufade make war upon him,
215". flics to iecnre his life, ibid.

Mufqueta, an old officer, makes a diverfion, which
draws off the Turkifii army from entering at the

breach they had made in the fort St. Michael, v.

32. defends the notable city againd Muftapha and

the Turkifh army, 51.

MuJJapha, fon to Mahomet II. is vi6lorions againft the

Perfians, iii. 33 . is ftrangled by his father's order, 3 f.

Muftapha^ commander under Solyman at the fiege of

Rhodes, is thrown out of his employment, iii. 202.

fent into Egypt to command there in quality of Beg-

ler-bey, 258. is befieged in grand Cairo by an army
of rebellious Arabians and Egyptians, ibid.

Muful??i€72f their averfion to the Chrillians, i. 12.

N

TsJ'Icce,
furrendered to the Latin chriflians; vol. i . page

33-
Nicholas Lorguej fee Lorgue.
Nicholas IV. (pope) refules to afUfl: the hofpitallers

with money for the recovery of the holy places, i.

323. exprefTes his concern for the lofs of the holy

land, and endeavours to draw the princes of Europe
into a new crufade, ii. 3.

Nicholas Durande de Villegagnon^ a knight of Malta^
his birth and character, iv. 126. informs the grand
mafter that the grand feignior's ai'mament was folely

defigned agalnft the order, ibid. prefTes the viceroy
of Sicily to fend fuccours to Malta, 128. gives no-

tice to the knights to prepare agaiuft the danger that

threatea-
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threatened them, vol. iv. page 128. defends the mar-
flial de Valiere againfl the profecution of the grand
mailer, 172.

Noradin, made fultan of Aleppo, i. 71. commits great

ravages in the principality of Antioch, 78. takes the

dty ofPaneas, and gains a vidoryover the king of

Jerufalem, 98. reftores Sannar to his dignity of ilil-

tan of Egypt, 1 1 1 .

Norfnan lords, fettle themfelvesin the lower Italy,1.2 5".

J\lufis hofpitalien, a monaftery founded for them at Six-

enne in the kingdom of Arragon, i. 181. their man-
ner of lifeyibid. had confiderable houfes at Florence,
Pifa, and Verona; 2 17.

O

f^Ctavean, (cardinal) lays claim to the popedom un-
^^ der the title ofVidor III. vol. i, page 103.
Cdo de St. Amandy grand mafter of the templars, pro-

tcdls du Mefnil, i. 133. is taken prifoner by the infi-

dels, 136, refufes to be ranfomed, ibid,

Odo de Pins, choien grand mailer of the order of St,

John, ii. 17.
Omadeddifi Zenghi, fultan of Moful and Aleppo, feizes

upon the territories of EdefTa, i. 7 1 , is afTaffinated in

his tent by his oWn fervants, ibid.

Omar and Otman, the apoftles and fuccefTors of Maho-
met, i. 9.

Crchanes, Ion and fucceflbr to Ottoman, attempts the

recovery of lUiodes, i. 107. is beaten at fea,^ 109.
his future conquefts, 1 40.

Ortogule, fon to Bajazet, defends Sebafte againft Ta-

merlane, ii. 189. is taken priibner and beheaded,

190.

Ofman, or Ottoman, the founder of the Turkifh em-

pire, refolves to drive the knights hofpitallers out of
the ifle of Rhodes, ii. 56. the original of his family,
ibid, takes whole towns and provinces from the

Greeks, 59.
Otho IV. emperor ofGermany, in conjundlion w'^i the

other



other princes of Europe, makes war upon France^
vol. i. page 227. is defeated by Philip II. 232. ab-

dicates the empire, 233.

fy^whrSf (the bifhop of) his in/blent behaviour atthe

French court, vol. i. page 26.

PafieaSf a city of Phoenicia, fack'd and burnt by fultan

Koradin, i. 98.

Parifot de la Valette, made general of the gallies of

Malta, iv. 225. grows terrible to the corfairs of

Barbary, 227.

Pafchalll. (pope) confirms the inftitution of the order

of St. John of Jerufalem, i. 38.

Paul Simeoni, a knight of Malta, and pvifbner in Tu-
nis, feizes upon the caftle, and holds it out againft

BarbarofTa, iv. 51. gives notice to the emperor, who
advances forward, and is met by Simeoni at the head

of fix thoufand flaves, ibid, et feq. made general of

the gallies of the order, and ordered to march to the

liege of Sufa, 71,
Peter

^
the hermit, forms the proje61: of refcuing the

5ioly land out of the hands of the infidels, i. 17, ad-

vifes with Simeon the Greek patriarch about the ex-

ecution of his fcheme, ib. applies to pope Urban II.

19. preaches the crufade through all Europe, and
"with wonderful fuccefs, 2,0.

Petrus BlefenfiSy oppofes the raifing a tax upon the

clergy foi- the defence ofthe holy land, i. 178.
Peter de Courtenay, made emperor of Conftantinople,

and treacheroufly murdered, i. 270.
Peter de Villebridey chofen grand mafter of the order

of St. John, i. 290.
P^ter de Beaujeu, grand mafter of the templars, elecft-

ed general of the Chriftians in the fiege of Acre, i.

327.
Peter de Cornillan^ or Cormelian, elected grand mafter

of the knights of Rhodes, ii. 1 39. makes new regu-
lations in the order, ibid, his death; 144.

Peter
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i^vr/rr Roget, cardinal de Beaufort, chofen piope, and

takes tile title of Gregory XI. vol. ii. page 150. re-

fules to accept the abdication of Raimond BcrcDgcrj

grand mafter of the knights of Rhodes, 151. Ibm-

mons an afiembly of the principal commanders at A-

vignon, 152.
Peter de Lujignan, a<^s the tyrant in Cyprus, and is

(lain by his fubjedts, ii. 204. et fcq\

peter Rainiond Zacojia, elected grand mafler of the

knightsof Rhodes, iii. 15. raifes a newfort in Rhodes,
for the defence of the fort and city, 18. afTifts the

prince of Lesbos againft:
the Turks, 19. iummons a

chapter of the order to meet at Rhodes, 22. is ac-

cufed to pope Nicholas V. and repairs to Rome to

enter upon his vindication, ib. his death, 23.

Peter d' AubuJfo7iy fee Aubujfon.

Peter du Ponty chofen grand fTi after of Malta, iv. 52,
arrives in the ifland, 40. Ibllicits the emperor to fend

an army into Afric to put a flop to the progrefs of

BarbarolTa, 41. the emperor refolving to march thi*

ther in perfon, the grand mafter fits out a fleet for

his afliftance, 43. congratulates the emperor upon
the fuccels of his arms, and dies, J4.

Peter de Monte^ chofen grand mailer of Malta, v. 81.

his firll: care is to pay due honours to the funeral of

his predeceffor, ibid.

Ph'ilehert de Nail/acy chofen grand mafter ofthe knightjj

of Rhodes, ii. 172. enters into a league againft the

Turks, 176. buys the Morea of Thomas Pakeologus
for the order of St. John, 185. refufes to court the

favour of Tamerlane, great chr.m of Tariary, 1950
takes a cartle built upon the ruins of HalicarnafTus,

and fortifies it, 203. defends all the chriltian ftates

hi the eaft, anf' particularly the iiie of Cyprus, 204,
'

makes peace between the kii^g ofCyprus and the Ge^

noefe, 209. ravages the coafts of the Saracens, 215*
makes peace with the lultan 216. aflifts at the coun-

cil of Pi(a, 2i8. and afterwards at that of Con-

ftance, 228. labours to extinguifh the remains of the

fchifm in his order, 229. fucceeds In his attempt^

Vol. ¥• Gg vol.
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voL li. page 232. opens a general chapter, fend*

the recorcis of it to the pope, and procures his holi-

' nefs's confirmation, 233. his death, ibid.

Philip II. king of France, inclined to engage in the ho-

ly war, i. 151. takes up the crols, 176. arrives at

the (lege of Acre, 18S. leaves Paleftine, 193. is vic-

torious againfl: the emperor Otho IV. 229, et feq»
his death, and legacies for the defence of the holy

land, 251.

Philip, count of Namur, refigns the dignity ofemperor
of Conftantinople to Robert his youngell brother, i-

271.
Ph. Up III. king of France, puts on tlie crofs, i. 319,

Philip thefairy king of France, refufes to put on the

crofs, ii. 5. procures the eledion of Bertrand de Got,

archbiftiop of Bourdeaux, to the popedom, 30, tt

feq, refolves to fupprels the order of templars, 62.»

gives private orders to leize upon the grand mailer

and all the templars within his dominions, 64.

Philip 11. king of Spain, marries Mary queen of Eng-
land, iv. 213. orders the viceroy of Sicily to keep
a v/atchful eye upon Leo Strozzi the prior of Capua,

224. makes the order of Malta a preient oftwo gal-

lies well provided, 230. fits out a fleet for the reco-

very of Tripoli, 240. fends out a fleet under the

command of Don Garfia de Toledo againfl: Gomera,
who takes the town in a few days, which the year
before had held out againfl:

all the forces of Spain,

564, et feq. orders Don Garfia to confer with the

grand mafl:er of Malta about the armament that was

preparing in the Turkifh ports, 274.

Pilgrims freely entertained in the houfe of St. Johri at

Jerufalem,
i. 37.

Pifoy a fynod, called there to determine the difference

between the two contending popes Benedid XIII.

and Gregory XH. ii. 218. they eled the cardinal

of Milan, who takes the name of Alexander V. 219.

Povipeio Colonncty (cardinal) a candidate for the pope-

dom, ii. 249. refigns his pretenfious to Julio de Me-

dicis; 250.

Pcmfeio
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Psmpslo Colonna, (commodore) advances with a finall

fuccoLir before Malta, and returns to Sicily without

landing his men, vol. v. page i6.

Portugucfe and Caftilians, a new language ere(n:ed in

their favours, iii. i j. to v/hich the dignity of grand
chancellor is annexed, ibid.

Prior oFthe church, a privilege demanded by the grand,
mafter in his favour, v. 92. cannot be cho'en from

amonglt the knights, 99. holds the lecond rank iu

the general chapter, and affifts at the conclave, 1 10.

his differences witii the bifiiop fettled by pope inno-

cent Xll. 174.

K

K Ahnond cfSt. Giles, count of Thouloufc, the firfk

lord who took the crofs, vol. i. page 22. is victo-

rious in the (lege of Jerufalem, 34.
Kaimond Dupuy^ fucceeds Gerard in the government

of the hofpital of St. John of Jerufalem, i. 42. draws

up a body of ft.itutes for the order, ib. engages the

fraternity to take up arms, but upon condition to

employ them only againft the infidels, 43. lent into

Spain, to demand the execution of king Alphonfus's

will, 68. the effedt of his negotiation, has the tkb
of grand mafter, 6(^. dies, 70.

Raimcnd Berenger, count of Barcelona, enters into the

order of the templars, i. 6f.
Raanond BereJiger, foil to the templar, marries the

heir of the country, and is created prince ofArra-

gon, i. 67.

Raimond, count of Antioch> defeated by fultan Nora-

din, i. 79.
Rmviond \\\. count of Tripoli, is made regent of Je-

rufalem, i. 134. afpires to the fucceffion of the king-
dom of Jerufalem, 145. is again coniVituted regent,

148. deprived of his office, 156. enters into a league
with Saladin, and privately turns Mahometan, 157.

- is feemingly reconciled to the king of Jerufalem,
ibid, betrays him, 160. dies diftia«5tt d; 174.

G g 2 Rai'
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K'aimondf count of Tholoiife, and marquiis of Pi-o-

vence, excommunicated and deprived of his domini-

ons, Upon fulpjcion of frivouring the Albigenfes, vol.

i. page 249. takes the habit and crofs of the holpital-^

lers, ib. his death, 2J0.
Haimond^ count of Tripoli, lavs claim to the domini-

or.s of Antioch, i. 221 . fei^es upon leveral caftlea

belonging to the military orders, 254. excommuni-
cated by the pope, ibid, reitores all he had ufurped,
ibid.

Ra'tmond Beren?er^ chofen frand mafter of the knights
of Rhodes, ii. 148, in concert with the king of Cy-

prus, barns the (hips of the Egyptian Corfairs in the-

ports of Alexandria, enters the town, and carries oflf

a confiderable booty, 149. defires to abdicate liis

<lignity. 151. caufes iiew regulations to be made and
authoriied by the pope*s authority, \S2. his death,.

Rhodes, its feveral revolutions, ii. 50. et feq, its de--

fcription and lltuation, 51. iii. 54. infeftcd by a fer-.

pent, "vvhich was ilain by Dieu-donnc de Gozon, ii.

1 14, et feq. formerly called Ophiufa, fi om the num-
ber of ferpents'that inhabited it, 118. vaft mifchiefs

/-wrought by a ferpent in the time of Atilius Regulus,

119. the city befieged by the f.'.ltan of Egypt, 25 i ,

the ilege railed, ib. the port blocked up, and the

;
fovvn threatened with a fiege by the Venetians, iii.

13. bedeged by the Turkifli bafiia, 5^, et feq. facti-

ons railed in the town, butreprefied by thecondu(ft

pf the grand mailer, 70. a conference propo/ed by
the bafiia to the grand mafter, and accepted, 72.
the Turks enter the town, 73. and are repuKed by
the Chriftians, 74. the fiege raifed, 76. furnifhed

with provifions by the grand mailer, in expedatioa
of a fiege by Solyman, 160, et feq, its defcriptioa
at the time Solyman laid {\Qgt to it, i63. the Turk-
ifli fleet advance before it, 177. and

l^'j fiege to it,

ibid, a Turkilh woman and fiave forms a defign io

fct fire to the town, 179, et feq, is difcovered and

ejiecutcd^ 1 80. a breach made in the walls, i ^S' ^^'^5

Turks
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j

Turks enter the town, and are. repu\fttX,vol. iii.pag^ .

.T^i. Chrirtian women aflifl in hs defence, i99»"^»
mutiny railed in the town,&c. 2i'7.furrendcrcd, 227^^

Richdfdl. king of England, undertakes an
expediiioi:^

to the Holy Land, i. 178. arrives in Sicily, and is

promifed fiicccfs by the xA.bbe Joachim, a
pretende^^

'

prophet, 184. conquers Cyprus, 190* arrives at the.

Chriillan camp before Acrc,-ib, makes a^ruce with

the infidels, 193.

i?/V/;(?rr/, earl of Cornwall, arrives at Paleftlne in the

head of a crulade, and procures an advantageous
truce from the infidels, i. 282 gives a thojfand

pounds towards the defence of the Holy Land, 294.

Rindldoy duke of Spoleto, impowered by the emperor
Frederic II. to make up the differences between him

and Pope Gregory IX. i. 261. is refufed an audience,

and makes v^^ar upon the pope's fubjefls, 261.

Robert) duke of Normandy, engages in the holy war,

Fobert, count of Flanders, takes the crofs, 1. 23.
^

Roberty younger fon to the late emperor Peter ofCon-

ftantinople, invefted in the imperial dignity, i. 271.

is defpiied by his iubjeas, 280. takes (hipping for

Italy, and dies of grief, ibid.

Robert de JuliaCj vide Juliac.

Robert ofGeneva, cardinal, elefled pope in oppofitlon

to Urban VI. under the name of Clement VII. ii.

177.

Rodolphy emperor of Germany, takes up the crofs, i.

3^9'

Roger, a prince of the fame family, appointed guardian

to Bohemund II. in the principality
ofAntioch, i. 48.

is defeated and flain by the infidels, 49.

Roger, king of Sicily, attempts to make himfelf mafter

of Antioch, i. 61.

Roger du Pi?is, elefled grand mafter by the knights of

Rhodes, ii. 144. is forced to connive
at^

the pope's

abufes, 147. but drives to prevent the like innova-

lions for the future; ib. dies, 148,
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Roland, cardinal, advanced to the fee ofRome, under the
title of Alexander III. vol. i. page lo^. his ele<ftioa

contefted, ibid, owned by the king ofJerufalem, ro;:,
Kome governed by a magiftrate, who took the title of

^nator, ii. i66.

Romegas, a knight of Malta, his exploits at fea, iv. 25"^,

etfeq,

Enpin, made prince of the lelTer Armenia, in the roont
of Melier, i. 145.

Jiupi?2y the younger, declared preflimptive heir to Bo-
hemund III. prince of Antioch, i. 222. obtains the

afliftance of the holpitallers by the mediation of the

pope, 223.

CJfad'mff brother to Saladine, cuts off his nephews^
and obtains the empire of the infidels, i. 194. pro-

poles to prolong the truce between the infidels and
the Chriftians, 221. his death, 245. the fucceffion of

hisfons, 244.
'Saladlney a Mahometan prince, bravely defends the

city of Alexandria, i. 113. knighted by Humfrey
de Thoron, conflable of Jerufalem, 114. fucceeds

iiis uncle Siracon in the command of Noradin's

troops, 124. marries the widow of Noradin, and
makes war upon his Ion, 126. lays liege to the caftle

ofDaconin Idumea, makes an incurlion into Pale-

ftine, and is obliged to retire with di/grace, 135",
draws the Chriftians into an ambufli, and cuts off

the greateft part of thqir army, ib. over-runs the

country, but is at laft prevailed on to agree to a

truce, 136. contrives a means of breaking the agree-
ment, 14^. comes to an open rupture, and commits

great ravages in Paleftine, 146. grants a new truce,

148. receives Jerufalem upon furrender, 167. be-

iieges Tyre, but without fuccefs, 170. turns hia

arms againfl the principality of Antioch, 174. his

d«ath; 194.

«i
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•Salcchy fen of Camel, fultaii of Egypt^ refufts to ac*

cept a ranlani for the captive holpUallers and tem-

plars, vol. i'. page 29 J.

Salguez, his family held in fingular veneration by the

Turcomanni, i. i 5.

Sachauy queen of Arrngon, founds a monaftery for

nuns holpitallers at Sixienne, i. 180. retires thither

herfelf, iSi.

Sa/jgueJJ'ef (the chevalier) appointed governor of Tripo-

li, iii. 301. confirmed in his employment by the

grand matter of Malta, iv. 2. grants a peace to the

neighbouring infidels, and opens a free trade, ibid,

Sannar, caliph of Egypt, ravages the country of Judjea,

i. 109. difpcfTefTed
of his dignity, I ii. reinftated by

Noradin, 1 1 2, et feq. enters into a league with the

king of Jerufalem, 113. calls in Noradin to his afliit-

ance againft the Chriftians who invaded Egypt, 121,

is aflTalTinated by order of Siracon the general ofNo-
radin's army, 124.

Scanderbegy fon to John Caftriot king of Albania, 2^3.

his education, ii. 258. puts a ftop to the conquefts of

Amurath II. 259. makes himfelf mafter of Albania,

260. is vi<5torious againft Amurath, ibid.

Seliniy youngeft Ion to Bajazet 11. caufes his father to

be poifoned, afcends the throne, iii. 141. procures his

two brothers, with their wives and children, to be

ftrangled, ib. declares war againft Ifmael king of

Perfia, defeats him, and takes the city of Tauris,

ib. advances againft
the fultan Gauri, and deftroys

the empire of the Mamelukes, ib. makes great pre*

parations againft Rhodes, 142. his death, ibid.

Sigefmundf king of Hungary, applies to the pope for

fuccours againft Bajazet, ii. 173. a league formed in

his favours, 1 16. undertakes the fiege of ISicopolus,
•

1 7 8. is defeated by the Turks, 1 8 j .

Simeon, the Greek patriarch, lays open the mifcry

and weaknefs of the Grecian empire, i. 1 7.

Simians, (the chevalier de) his behaviour at the fiegc

of Malta; death and chara(^er; v. 25.
Si"
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Shian^ Sqlyman's general, lands the TurkVfh fleet Jn

Malta, vol. iv. page 134. declines the (lege of the

caftle of St. Angelo^but is prevailed on by Dragut to

march againft:
the town of Malta, 136. lays afide his

defign of beGeging it, 145. bends all his endeavours

againft Tripoli, ibid, takes and pkinders the ifle of

Goza, 144. fets fail from ihence for Tripoli, 146.
lands at Tachora, 147. fummons the garrifon of

Tripoli to furrender, 1 48. detains d'Aranion the

French ambafTador, who had been fent by the grand
mafter of Malta, to folicit him to raifc the fiege,

151. enters into a treaty or capitulation with the

governour, 1J7. breaks the treaty agreed on, and

ufes the governor roughly, 160. becomes mafter oF

the town, 153. lays the knights in irons, who arc

ranfomed by d'Aramon the French embaflador,

.1^4, etfeq.

Siraconj chief captain to Noradin, reftores Sannar to

-the fuitanfhip of Egypt, i. II2. marches againft

Amaury king of Jerufaiem, i 22. caufes Sannar to

be affallinated in his camp, 124. dies, ibid.

Btityrna, befieged by Tamerlane, and defended by the

knights of Rhodes, ii. 1^4. an account of the Hege
by Cherefeddin Ali, a contemporay hiftorian^ 197.
taken, 201.

Sclhuan de Roveniddcn^ faltan of Iconium, lays wafte-

Armenia, i. 222.

Solyman \, t\d^t'^ fon of Archanes, his conquefts, ii.

S&lyma7i II. fbn to Selim, {licceeds him in the throne,'
jii. 142. (ends a llrong army againft Gazelles, gover-
nor of Syria, who had revolted upon the deatlfof

Selim) 143. is vidorious over him, 144. determines

.
to make war upon the knights of Rhodes, his charac-

j, ter, ibid, lays Hege to Belgrade, and takes it, 145.
• different opinions concerning the war with Rhodes,
146. which however is at laft refolved upon, 147,
his letters to Villiers de I'lfle Adam, grand mafter

of Rhodes, 154. fends a declaration of war to the

graud mafter^ 174. comes in perfon to the fiege oF
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., Rliocles, and putsaftop to the hiufmurlngs of tlie jani-

zaries, vol. ill. p. I 80. carrieson the (lege with vigour,
182, ef/i-q. holds a council of war, and agrees to a

. general aflaulr, 196, et feq. not meeting with fuccefs,
orders his general to be flain, but at length yields to

the interceffion of his friends, and pardons him, 202.
feems refolved to raife the fiege, but by a letter from
d'Aniaral is encouraged to continue it, 203. fhuts

himlelf up for ibirse days in his tent, without flif-

fcjing any of his officers to come near him, through
vcsaiion at his lofles, 216. fummons the place to fur-

render, with offers of advantageous conditions, 221 ,

re].ed"ts the propofition of a truce, and fires again

upon the town, 223. makes himieif mafter of it by
capitulation, 224,. treats the grand mafter with re-

fpcct; 228. obliges the Latin bifhop to leave the

jfiand, 2^5. feizes upon Tunis, and is acknowledg-
ed as tlicir ibvereign, iv. 40. declares war againfl:

the Venetians, 78. Ibccours Buda, 79. orders all the

Corlairs of his dominions to fubmir to Dragut, af-

ter the death of Barbaroifa, 102. at his Iblicitation,

makes powerful armaments againrt the order, lionet

feq. lift of his fleet, 125, which ravages the coaft of

Sicily, 13 1, appears off Malta, where they make
fome attempts, which the valour of the chevalier d%z

Villegagnon, and advices received, render abortive,

132, et feq. takes Goza, 144. and Tripoli, 164.
vows revenge upon the knights of Malta for the de-

feat of his armies, and threatens to march againft
them in perfon,, v. 64. turns his arms againft Hun-

gary, and ends his days at the fiege of Sigeth, 69.

Sourdahif nephew to Kaimond, count of Tholouie^
takes Tripoli in Syria, i. 41.

Stephen, count of Blois, takes the crofs, i. 23.

Suabia, {Philip duke of) leads the German troops to th«

fiege of Acre, upon the death of his father the em-

peror Frederick, i. 185. marries Irene, fifter to A-

jexis Comnenus, 210.

Suetay (the caftle of) bclieged by fultan Noraoin, i, 99.

Sufaf bclieged by the marquis of Terra Nova, iv. 72.
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CT'Jmer/aneygreat cham ofTartary, fblicited by the; cm* -,

peror Manuel to oppole the incjrfions of Bajazet,'
vol. ii. p. 1 85. advances againft him. as he wasbelieg-

ing Conflantinople, 187. his origuial, 188. attacks

Scb.afte; and carries it by ftorm, 189, et feq. comes
to an engagement with Bajazet, defeats his army, and-
takes him prifoncr, 191. the manner of his treat-

ment, 192. makes war upon the knights of Rhodes,
and lays fiege to Smyrna, 195. and takes it, 201 . his

retirement into his own country, and death_, 202.
Tunered de Hautsville, a Nonr.an lord, fettles in Italy,

i. 24.

Temphrsy the infliitution of their order, i. 5'6. are ve-

rey ferviceable in their defence of pilgrims, ib. their

behaviour at the fiege of /\fcalon, 84. their manner
of life, 97. fuffer in their reputation by countenanc-

ing an a<ft of Barbarity, 133. come to a mifunder-

Ibnding with the hofpitallers, 140. their courage at

djath, 163. their power, 204. difagree with the hof-

pitallers, 20). their differences conjpofed by pope
Innocent, 2o5. oppole the prolongation of a truce

with the infidels, 220. are in a ftate of war with the

hofpitallers, 281 . call in the fultans ofDamafcus and
Edeffa to their afliftance againfl the Corafmins, and
are defeated, 28^. attempt to redeem their captive
brethren from the hands of the Saracens, but with-

out fucce(s,^ 294. their conftancy under the perfecu-
tion of Bendocdar, 299. forced to leave the ho!y
land, ^31. obtain the town of LimilTo from the king
of Cyrus for a place of retreat, ii. 2. charged with^

various crimes, 62. the utter exlindtion of the or-

der, 84. their ejfifeds given to the order of the hol^

plialiers, 88.

fheodorey king of the lelTer Armenia, enters into an

alliance with the Latin princes, 1. 128.

Theodoricky prior of the holpitallers of Clerkenwell in

London, lets out with an army for the holy land, L

271.
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;

ThibaudY* king of Navarre, undertakes an expedition
into the Holy Land at the head of a crufiide, and
makes a truce with the infidels, vol. i. pa^e 282.

'^

IThierriy grand preceptor of the templars, writes a cir-

cular letter to the brothers of his order, after the

battle of Tiberias, i. 165. gives an account of the

conqueft ofJerulalem by Saladine to Henry king of

England, 169.

T/)07uas, the lawful fuccefTor in the kingdom of the Ar-

menians, is expelled the country, i. 12S.

*rho77ias PaUologuSy defpote of Morea, fells his domiiil-

"ons to the order of St. John, li. 185. gives back part
of the price, and returns to Sparta, 1S6.

Thomas Bojio, nominated bifhop of Malta by the empe-
ror, and is oppofed by pope Clement VIII. iv. 15.
obtains a bull for his promotion of pope Paul III.

18.

ThoroUy [Hmnph. de) conftable of Jerufalem, confers

the order of knighthood upon Saladine, i. 114. raif-

es the fiege of Arach, 130.

Tiherlusy befieged and carried by Saladine, i. 160.

Togrulbegy general of the Turcomanni, his charader
and conquefts, i. 15.

Tripoli, deicribed, ni. 26 f. befieged by the Turks,
150.

Turco77ianni, conquer Paleftine, and commit great rava-

ges, i. 15,

Turcopolier, the title, whence derived, i. 1 60.

TyreJ erededinto an archbiftioprick; i. 53.

T/'^tacitis, conflituted emperor of the Greeks, vol. i,

page 278. his power and abilities, 279.
Ubaldina, an holpital nun, her piety and virtues, i. 218.

VelafqiLcZj (Diego) defends Calatrava againlt the Moors,
1. 96.

yitriy {Ja?7ies de) bifhop of Acre, to be regarded as an

original hiftorian, i. 37.
Villiers ds I'IJle-Adam^ commands the veflels ofthe or-

der



INDEX*
^er of Rhodes againfl: the fleet of thcTuItan of Egypf>
vol. in. page 133. gains a vidory over them, 135. e=

lc<5led grand mailer, 148. lets out for Rhodes, and,
after the danger of being deftreyed by fire and tem-

ped, lands iaie at Syracufe, 150. arrives at Rhodes,

IJT, et feq. anlwers the grand feignior's letters, ijy.

157. caules repair and augment the fortilications of

the city, and charges the commifTaries to make the

preparations necelfary for a Hege, \^%^et feq. caules

raiie 500 men in Candia, 160. fortifies the city by
the directions of Gabriel Martinengo, to whom he

gives the crols, and a penfion, idly et feq. loUicits

the afTiftance of the chiiftian princes, but without fuc-

cefs, 165. reviews his men, which are not upwards
of 6000, 1 66. gives the charge of the principal parts
of the town to his chief officers, 170. orders the

knights to prepare for the liege by fading and prayer^

175. his vigilance in the defence, 177, et feq. lup-

plies the foldiers with powder in an extraordinary

manner, 188. drives the Turks from the breach, as

they were entering the town, 191. dilcovers the trca°

fon of the Jewifh phyfician, who had fettled at

Rhodes as a fpy for the Turks, 195, vifits all the

quarters of the town, and exhorts them to a vigorous

defence, 197. drives the Turks from the baftioii

they had feized, 2or. never ftirs from the intrench*

ment on the Spanifh baftion for four and thirty days,
nor fleeps, except on a matrefs, 206. is di/appointed
of the fuccours he expelled from the princes of Eu-

rope, 212. drives back the Turks from the town in

diforder, 2 1 S'. agrees to a negociation with the ene-

my, 220. furrenders the town upon capitulation,

2/^,/\, et feq. is vlfited by the grand feignior, 228,

quits Rhodes, 229. arrives at Candia with the diA

trelTed remains of the order, 233. repairs his (hips
and defigns for Italy, 236. notifies his purpoie to the

pope by an embafiador, ibid, obtains a bull to o-

blige ail the knights of the order to continue in a

body under Ir.;, authority, 238. arrives at Gallipoli,
in the territories of iSapies^ ibid, ajid at lail in the

port



INDEX.
portof MefTiiia, where he meets the poor remains of

the order, vol. iii. page 239. is compiimcntetl Uy the

viceroy of Sicily, and offered the town of Melfina for

a retreat, 240. his firil care is to provide for the lick

and wounded, whom he attends upon in perfon, ib.

makes a (evere enquiry into the negligence of the

knights who were employed to procure aid from

Europe, ibid, calls a general afTembly of the order,

lays before them the pope's bull, andadvifes them to

continue together, 244. a plague breaking out at

Mefilna, he reimbarks with his knights, and lands

his colony in the gulph of Baice, 245. dilpatches the

chevalier de Chevriere to Rome to defire an audience

of the pope, 246. comes to Rome, and is kindly re-

ceived by the pope, 248. upon (he death ofpope A-

drian,entru{led with the guard ofthe conclave, 249.

exprelTes his fatisfadion in the elcdion of pope Cle-

ment VII. 252. relates the ftory of the fiege of

Rhodes before the pope and cardinals in a full con-

fiftory, and draws tears from the afTembly, 25;. has

the firll place after the pope in public prccefTions,

254. fends an embafTy to the emperor, 256. relblves

to recover Rhodes, 258. dilpatches certain Rhodiaii

merchants upon the undertaking, 260. fends the

commander hoCio to Rhodes to facilitate the enter-

prife, 261. relblves to vifit the emperor in perfon,
with a view to obtain of him the ifles of Malta and

Goza, and the town of Tripoli, with the more eafe

for the order, 269. lays before his imperial majefty
an account of the fiege and furrender of Rhodes, and

obtains a promife of the ifle of Malta for the fettle-

ment of the knights, 272. makes a vifit to Francis I.

king of France, then prifoner at Madrid, 273. ads as

a mediator between the emperor and the king of

France, ibid, and procures a peace, 275. takes his

lea\re of the emperor, with frefh alTurances of the

ifland of Malta, 276. puts an end to the dilpute re-

lating to the priory of Crato, ibid, fets out for Eng-
land, and is gracioufly received by Henry VIII. 27S.
returns into Italy, 283. is fenubly afHi<5led at the

Vol. V. Hh po^x^'s



pope's imprifonment, vol. iii. page 284. li^w.^'^U

heart fixed upon the recovery of Rhodes, and writes

to the Greek inetropoliian Euthymius about the me-

thod of executing his delign, 289. calls a. general

chapter, and exhorts them to be unanimous in the

choice of a port for the future reiidence of the order,

290. foUicits the pope to uih his credit with the em-

peror for fettling the order in Malta upon eafier con-

ditions than his highnels demanded, 2.96. the
eippe-

ror yields to the pope's entreaties, and grants the

jiles of Malta and Goza, and the town of Tripoli, as

a fief- noble to the order, 298. the grand mafler car-

ries on the correlpondence of Modon, 299. procures
a confii niation of the emperor's grant from the pope,

goo. meets with new difficulties in relation to the

exportation of corn out of Sicily, and the coining of

money, 301. gets over thefe two articles by the pops's

mediation, 505. arrives with his knights in the great

port of Malta, and makes his firft fettlement in the
'

callle of St. Angelo, 306. builds houfes for the

knights, 308. vilits Goza and Tripoli, iv. i. endea-

vours to furprife Modon, 4. the defign mifcarries,

12. turns all his thoughts upon the fortification of

Malta, I ? . orders the inhabitants to take up arms,

to repel the expected invafion of BarbarofTa, captaia
of the Barbarian corfairs, 23^ holds a general chap-

^ ler, in whieh he makes divers regulations, 24, etfeq*
Is extremely afflicted on account of a private quantl
arifen among the knights, 2SiSt feq, other caufes of

his forrow, v/hich occafioned his death, 28. hischa-

rafler, 32.
, , .

Urban V. (pope) approves of the enterprife oil
'

AleSc-

^'andria, ii. 140. that pope's remarkable confefEoQ

of his faith at his death, 150.
^ K ^^"^^ ""^

Urbaji VI. chofen pope by the violence of the Banne-

^'rets, ii. 175. mainrains himfeif in the chair by the

ianie means, 176. a fchifm between him and Cle-

ment VI 1. eledted at Fundi by the cardinals, when
iet af liberty, 177. fatal con fequcnces of that divifi*

2ii.A mt daw w^ivrj^fi ah b:^iutri •^-^sjiisr



»

UJfum-Cci/fdti, king, of Pcrfia, enters into a tcaf^tie «fit1a

;^->ithe princes of Europe againii Mahomet li. vol. ii.pa^

"'M^Oi ct feq, is ibliicited btj^Mahometi fio^vabaadoa^iis

ii^oe;%allie6y^3I.^;-^ ,

.i^:^jl-;b'
'u-jyx; :j

-aHj al (iuoffjincfiu ad oi "w'? ^ f'-ir.

^isbio arfj'^o !)3n3b[i37 51

jgWi?&z7/^ bifnop of Acre^_ ient^'lhto Europe to follidt a
new cru facie, i. 127.

Ifillia77iy archbifhop of Tyre, difpatched into tbe weft

to procure aid againd the infidels, i. 175, prevails by'\.^y , . °; •.•.r;i ^hl ^0u Li^m i!
'* ^ *

his rhetoric, lyo.^ r _ , , -.

Williafn I. count of Holland, arrives in the Holy Land

J'^with a confiderable fleet of Germans, Frieilandera

and Dutch,!. 242*
William de Chateaiuieufy elefted grand matter of tlic

,j,'jorder of St. John, 1,308. his care in the dilchargc of
..Ills office, ^09. his death, 511.

^f^Uiuin dj Villarcty choien grand mafter of the order

_ jof St. John, ii. i3. gives the habit and crofs of the

'^'/qrdcr
to leyeral young ladies of quality, 20. dies, ^8.

,j<;!)iTI£3lini h'^'^'i' )f{j .f ^ y

^o noilfcjBij noqci . .

yMiiionf^tV\^\Qy^^y^\^^ into Europe te

^.. foUicit a Tecond crufade, vpl. i. page 2,2<., ,

aray mvelted and taken, 1. 210.

Xaei. kins of Valentia, furreaders the country to the

kmgor Arragon, 1. 272.
•

"•

Zizi??iy Ton to Mahomet II. upon his father's death lays
claim to the crown, iii. 77. leizes upon part of his

dominions, and waits the coming up of his brother's

j^
forces to oppofe him, 79. is defeated by Achmet^
the general of Bajazet's army, 80. flies into Egypt,
8.1. retires from thence, and throws himleif into

ihe protection of the Caramanian prince of Cili-

cia, o2. is defeated in a fecond battle, 84. hardly e-

^ Icapes, ibid, takes refuge in Rhodes, 87. is kindly
^ J*eceived by the grand mauer and knights, ibid, de-

parts thence for, France, at the initance of "the

grand inaftcr, 91 . arrives fafe on the coafts of Pro-

YeucC; 97. is rcfufcd an interview with the king
•

at'
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t^f France, vol. iii. page 98. receives the news of ttie

grand mailer's treaty with Bajazet with the higheft

cxpreOion of grief and palfion, 99. is lent to Rome,

103. and favourably received by pope Innocent VIII.

J 06. the king of France interclls himlelf in his af-

fairs, ibid, oppreflcd with a new feries of calamities

upon Innocent's death, and imprifoned in the ca(Uc

of St. Angelo, loS. poifoned by order of pope A*

texander VI. 112.

FINIS.
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