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	Welcome to GreatSeal.com 

Here you can discover the true story of America's most eloquent symbol 
and the heritage and hope it reflects back to those who look into it.

The Great Seal of the United States 
A Message from America's Founders
The Great Seal was carefully designed to symbolize the United States – to the world and to the future. It is America's vision statement, created in 1782. 

Although the eagle side quickly became popular, the pyramid side remained obscure until 1935, when it appeared on the one-dollar bill. Consequently, the reverse side is usually associated with money. But it is not a monetary symbol – no more than is George Washington, the White House, or other images on our currency. 

The full significance of the Great Seal has been overlooked by educators and historians.* Most Americans know very little about their national emblem – and what they do know is often incorrect.

When given the attention it deserves, the Great Seal connects us with the people who gave us our freedom and communicates their vision of America. The Great Seal can help us realign with the spirit that originally gave birth to and sustains the United States. 
*Discover another overlooked gift from America's founders. 

"The founding principles are the road which alone 
leads to peace, liberty, and safety." – Thomas Jefferson 

Creating a symbol for the United States was a collaborative effort that began on July 4, 1776 – with America's most respected founders. Finalized six years later, the Great Seal is a unique combination of natural elements and universal symbols. It is an original creation that belongs to the American people.

Every illustration of the Great Seal is actually a graphic interpretation of the official 1782 written description that precisely defines the design.

Obverse 
On the breast of the American bald eagle is a shield with thirteen vertical white and red stripes beneath a blue chief. In the eagle's right talon is an olive branch, and in his left a bundle of thirteen arrows. In his beak is a scroll inscribed with the motto E Pluribus Unum. 

Over the head of the eagle, a golden glory is breaking through a cloud, and surrounds a constellation of thirteen stars on an azure field.

Reverse 
In the zenith of an unfinished pyramid is an eye in a triangle surrounded with a golden glory. Over the eye are the words Annuit Coeptis. On the base of the pyramid the numerical letters MDCCLXXVI, and underneath, the motto Novus Ordo Seclorum.




	Story of the Great Seal

When America's founders declared independence on July 4, 1776, they pledged: "our Lives, our Fortunes, and our sacred Honor" – and expressed their "firm Reliance on the Protection of divine Providence." 

That same day, they began the process of designing a national seal – a symbolic emblem that would convey to the world, and to the future, what was in their hearts and minds at this unprecedented moment in history. 

The same team that had just written the Declaration of Independence – Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, and Benjamin Franklin – were chosen for the first of three committees whose combined ideas would create this image of America, the "Great Seal of the United States." 
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America's Motto 
These men contributed a key element to the final Great Seal design – the motto E Pluribus Unum – the words written on a scroll carried by the American eagle. This Latin phrase means Out of Many, One. It captures the central theme expressed in the design recommended by the first committee. 

For the Seal's reverse side, Franklin suggested the motto: "Rebellion to Tyrants is Obedience to God." 

"Tyranny is so generally established in the rest of the world that the prospect of an asylum in America for those who love liberty gives general joy, and our cause is esteemed the cause of all mankind. . . We are fighting for the dignity and happiness of human nature. Glorious it is for the Americans to be called by Providence to this post of honour." – Ben Franklin (1777) 

Although not adopted as a motto, the spirit of Franklin's words evolved into "Deo Favente" (God Favors), the motto recommended by the third committee. Then, in the final design it became "Annuit Coeptis." This Latin phrase translates as: "God has favored our undertakings." 
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Two other key symbolic elements suggested by the first committee were later used in the final Great Seal: the Eye of Providence and the Glory. In the first committee's design, these golden rays of light extended over the Goddesses of Liberty and Justice. 

In the final design, the Eye of Providence (a universal symbol of the Creator) was placed "in the zenith" of the unfinished pyramid that dominates the Seal's reverse side. 
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Also in the final Seal, this golden light is "breaking through a cloud" over the eagle's head. The glory is the only symbolic element the founders incorporated into both sides of America's national emblem. It was included in each committee's preliminary designs.

"Old Glory," the American Flag, is the Great Seal's symbolic partner. Together, they embody the heart and mind of America. The "Stars & Stripes" was adopted in June 1777, a year after the first Seal committee. Its designer, Francis Hopkinson, later consulted on the second committee that suggested the red and white stripes on the shield and the "radiant constellation of thirteen stars."
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Charles Thomson was the man who created the final design of the Great Seal by incorporating symbolic elements from each of the three committees, and by adding elements of his own – another example of E pluribus unum. Approved by Congress on June 20, 1782, the Great Seal can be considered America's birth certificate. 

Thomson placed the American Bald Eagle in its prominent position on the Great Seal. The eagle's shield illustrates the union and interdependence of the states and the federal government. The olive branch and bundle of arrows clarify the relation between the "power of peace and war." 

Thomson chose the two Latin mottoes on the pyramid side: 
Annuit Coeptis and Novus Ordo Seclorum.

In his official Remarks and Explanation, Thomson wrote: "The pyramid signifies Strength and Duration: The Eye over it & the Motto allude to the many signal interpositions of providence in favour of the American cause." 

Today, the Great Seal of the United States continues to connect us with the energy and strength-of-spirit embodied by our ancestors – the people who gave us our freedom and fought for our liberty. They count on us to continue the effort. 

Most important, our descendants count on us to 
"secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity." 

"O beautiful for patriot dream 
  that sees beyond the years." 

We were in their dream. 





What is the Great Seal of the United States 
and How is It Used?

For the past 6,000 years, cultures old and new have used seals to denote ownership, for security, and to formalize contracts and agreements. Used in trade, impressions of seals were made on "tags" that sealed bundles of trade goods.

Like empires of old, the new United States needed an official emblem that could be used to authenticate signatures on her treaties and other official documents. This "great" seal would be the principal seal of the nation. Other branches of government – as well as corporations and families – also have seals.

What is the Great Seal? 
The Great Seal is the actual engraved metal die that impresses the design onto a document. It is also the impression made by the die (and the substance bearing the impression).

Which Great Seal is the Correct One? 
The one currently in use by the U.S. State Department is the official Great Seal, although it looks slightly different than the early dies.

The actual design of the Great Seal is defined by its original written description, approved by Congress in 1782. Dies cut from metal – and realizations (illustrations) – will therefore vary somewhat in appearance, because each is an interpretation of this language (in heraldic terms). But, the final authority is this written blazon.

What Kind of Documents Qualify for the Great Seal? 
The Secretary of State normally affixes the Great Seal to documents that serve a purpose in international affairs. After they have been signed by the President of the United States, the following types of documents qualify for the Great Seal: 

· Proclamations of treaties and other international agreements 

· Instruments of ratification or acceptance of, or adherence to, treaties and other international agreements 

· Appointment commissions of Ambassadors and Foreign Service officers 

· Assignment commissions for consular officers 

· Letters of credence and recall for Ambassadors, and letters of credence for special representatives on ceremonial diplomatic missions 

How is the Great Seal Affixed to a Document? 
When Congress adopted the Great Seal in 1782, pendant or hanging seals were used. These were in the form of a disk of wax that was attached to the document by ribbons or cords. This disk had two sides, thus the need for a reverse side of the Great Seal. Since no die for the reverse was ever cut, only the obverse side was used on the few occasions when pendant seals were employed. 

Today, a paper wafer is first glued to the document. Then the operator of the press inserts the document to be sealed between the Great Seal die and its counter-die, with the wafer centered on each. The press creates the image of the Great Seal in relief on the wafer. 

What is the Coat of Arms of the United States? 
A coat of arms is the official mark and emblem of a sovereign nation's authority. The coat of arms of the United States is the design or device found on the obverse side of the Great Seal. In other words, it is the eagle with its shield, arrows, olive branch, and scroll – as well as the stars, glory, and cloud that form the "crest" above the eagle's head. 

Reference: The Eagle and the Shield, by Patterson & Dougall, Dept. of State, 1976

Evolution of the Great Seal: 1776 — 1782

Obverse Side
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1776 
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1780 
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1782 


Reverse Side

	[image: image7.jpg]



1776 
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1780 
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1782 


Final Designs
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Final reverse 
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Final obverse 


	Each Committee's Contribution to the Final Design

	First Committee (1776): 

E Pluribus Unum (Out of Many, One) 

Eye in a triangle 

Glory breaking through a Cloud 
  (and surrounding the eye in a triangle) 

MDCCLXXVI (1776) 

Second Committee (1780): 

Thirteen red and white stripes on the Shield 

Constellation of 13 stars 

Arrows 

Olive branch 

Third Committee (1782): 

Unfinished pyramid 

Charles Thomson (1782): 

American Bald Eagle 

Annuit Coeptis (Providence Has Favored Our Undertakings) 

Novus Ordo Seclorum (A New Order of the Ages) 



Images from the National Archives, the Library of Congress, 
and the Library of the American Philosophical Society.

The Die is Cast – The Great Seal Makes an Impression

	The first die for the eagle side of the Great seal was cut in September 1782, (but with a crested eagle instead of the required bald eagle). It was replaced by the Throop die in 1841, (which incorrectly had only six arrows instead of the required thirteen).

[image: image12.jpg]



Impression from 1782 die
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Impression from 1841 Throop die
In 1825, a special die for treaties was cut and used concurrently with the first two dies. Larger and more elegant, the Masi treaty-seal was impressed on wax disks used for pendant seals.* 

A disk was kept in an ornamental metal box, called a skippet, whose silver or gold cover had a replica of the seal in relief. The Lewis skippet-cover mold was itself used once to seal a treaty, in 1871, so it must be considered the fourth Great Seal die.
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Lewis skippet-cover mold 

The Baumgarten die was cut in 1877, but this fifth official die still had the wrong number of arrows. 

A major effort went into creating the sixth die, the Tiffany die of 1885. It was the basis for the Zeitler die of 1902.
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Impression from 1877 Baumgarten die
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Impression from 1885 Tiffany die
The Great Seal die in use today – the eighth die of the obverse, eagle side – was engraved in 1986 from a master die which is a copy of the Zeitler and Tiffany dies. (It still does not show the rays of the light breaking through a cloud, as specified in the official description written by Charles Thomson in 1782.)

In 1935, President Franklin D. Roosevelt put both sides 
of the Great Seal on the one-dollar bill.

In 1885, Congress requested and purchased dies for both sides, but the pyramid side never manifested. To this day, the intentions of our most esteemed founders remain unfulfilled. 
* When Congress adopted the Great Seal in 1782, pendant or hanging seals were in use. A wax disk was attached to the document by ribbons or cords. The disk had two sides, thus the need for a reverse side of a seal. Since no die for the reverse was ever cut, only the obverse side was used on the few occasions when pendant seals were employed. 
Images from the National Archives


"The cause of America is in a great measure the cause of all mankind... 

... The sun never shined on a cause of greater worth. 'Tis not the affair of a city, a country, a province, or a kingdom... 'Tis not the concern of a day, a year, or an age; posterity are virtually involved in the contest, and will be more or less affected, even to the end of time, by the proceedings now." – Thomas Paine, Common Sense 

The Cause of America
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"Tyranny is so generally established in the rest of the world that the prospect of an asylum in America for those who love liberty gives general joy, and our cause is esteemed the cause of all mankind. 

"We are fighting for the dignity and happiness of human nature. Glorious it is for the Americans to be called by Providence to this post of honour. Cursed and detested will everyone be that deserts or betrays it." – Benjamin Franklin 

"Our Revolution is an important event for the advantage of mankind in general. – Benjamin Franklin 

"I sincerely pray that all the members of the human family may, in the time prescribed by the Father of us all, find themselves securely established in the enjoyment of life, liberty, and happiness." – Thomas Jefferson 

America's Vision Statement
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The scroll in the Eagle's mouth has the Latin words: 
E Pluribus Unum – Out of Many, One. 

Unity is not limited to a region, a continent, a hemisphere. Oneness can encompass Earth. 
"Columbia's seven crew members were a diverse cross-cultural group, which gives us an idea of what the world can be when it works together, guided by a sense of cooperation, not confrontation. A sense of togetherness." – Bahrain Tribune (Feb. 2, 2003) 
On the U.S. Seal, the American Eagle faces the olive branch – the "Power of peace," as the founders described this symbol. For further emphasis, the eagle holds the olive branch in his stronger right talon. 

Some people want to turn the Eagle's gaze toward the "power of war" – symbolized by the bundle of arrows – but this is not America's mandate. 

Unity is not limited. No Earthling is a foreigner. 
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More than the traditional melting pot theme, "Out of many, One" is an action. A movement toward the high ground – a perspective to achieve – as seen from the radiant eye above the pyramid. Get to the point. Experience unity in a world of diversity. See all life connected with one source. 

The Great Seal points us toward peaceful union through higher consciousness.

	Commentary: 
Unity Includes Our Relationship with Nature.

"Somewhere along the way we lost the experience of unity. We live our lives propping up the pathetic lie that we are different from everything else. This is a lie because the same awareness shines in the heart of all things. The lie is pathetic because it dooms us to a dry life of alienation. 

"Difference breeds indifference. If you think the forest is not you, you are more willing to exploit it or let others exploit it for you. 

"We are devastating forests and the foundations of vegetable life: soil, air, water and solar radiation. This is not only murderous, but also suicidal. 

"The connection with nature is exhilarating and beautiful, but it is not a luxury. Connection with nature is health; health is life. Without it we shrivel and die... With it we prosper. This is so because we are nature; we are made of dirt, rain, sunshine, minerals and gases. How we relate to the landscape within is how we relate to the landscape without. Eating-disorders and erosion of the topsoil are part of the same problem. Ecological crisis is a medical syndrome writ large." 

– Eliot Cowan 
Plant Spirit Medicine 

The physical reality of America is her environment. 
Anti-environment is anti-America, anti-life. 
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"To see it in our power to make a world happy, to teach mankind the art of being so, to exhibit on the theater of the universe a character hitherto unknown, and to have, as it were, a new creation entrusted to our hands are honors that command reflection and can neither be too highly estimated nor too gratefully received." – Thomas Paine, The American Crisis: XIII (1783) 

Article IV, Section 4 
of the U.S. Constitution 
gives "We the People" the power 
to accomplish America's vision statement. 



Creating the Great Seal of the United States 
1776 to 1782
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	You probably know how challenging it can be to come up with a logo for your team or your club, your business or your product. Imagine if you were given the task of designing the symbol that would represent your entire nation to the rest of the world, as well as to the future citizens of your own country. 

This is what the founders of America had to do in 1776. They began the process on July fourth, the same day independence was declared. It took six years to finalize the design, and the project involved some of the best minds of the time. Their fascinating early ideas can help us better understand the thinking that went into the Great Seal that represents the United States today.

First Committee (July 1776) 

Contributions: 
E Pluribus Unum | MDCCLXXVI | Eye in a triangle | Glory | Cloud 

First Great Seal Committee – July 1776 

"E Pluribus Unum"
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Late on the afternoon of July 4, 1776, the Continental Congress appointed Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, and John Adams to "to bring in a device for a seal for the United States of America." 

Just three days earlier, the colonial delegates in Philadelphia had learned that a hundred British ships were sighted off the coast of New York – the first of 400.

Although these distinguished committee members were among the ablest minds in the new nation, they had little knowledge of heraldry and were not really qualified to compose a suitable design. Therefore, to help translate their vision, they chose the artist Pierre Eugène Du Simitière to work with them.

A talented portrait artist, this remarkable man had many skills and interests; most importantly, he knew something of heraldry and had experience in designing seals. The four men consulted among themselves between July 4 and August 13, and each one brought before the committee a proposal for the Great Seal.

Franklin's proposal is preserved in a note of his own handwriting: 

"Moses standing on the Shore, and extending his Hand over the Sea, thereby causing the same to overwhelm Pharaoh who is sitting in an open Chariot, a Crown on his Head and a Sword in his Hand. Rays from a Pillar of Fire in the Clouds reaching to Moses, to express that he acts by Command of the Deity. 

"Motto, Rebellion to Tyrants is Obedience to God." 

Adams chose the allegorical picture known as the "Choice" or "Judgment of Hercules" as engraved by Simon Gribelin, an image that deeply impressed Adams. According to the editors of the Adams Family Correspondence:

The original fable is attributed to Xenophon in his Memoirs of Socrates, which narrates a debate, or rather a succession of appeals to the young Hercules, by female impersonations of Virtue and Vice (Pleasure). Vice speaks first and points out the flowery path of self-indulgence; Virtue follows and adjures Hercules to ascend the rugged, uphill way of duty to others and honor to himself.

Jefferson also suggested allegorical scenes. For the front of the seal: children of Israel in the wilderness, led by a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. For the reverse: Hengist and Horsa, the two brothers who were the legendary leaders of the first Anglo-Saxon settlers in Britain.
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Du Simitière's sketch of his proposal: 
Pierre Du Simitière was a curious character. As a talented artist skilled in heraldry, he designed the state seals of Delaware, Georgia, and Virginia. As an avid collector of all things American, he started the first American museum. This sketch is part of the Library of Congress U.S. Capitol Exhibit, "A More Perfect Union: Symbolizing the National Union of States." 
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The committee's report (August 20, 1776): 
A shield with emblems of the six European cultures that migrated to America: three for Britain (English rose, Scottish thistle, Irish harp) and three for continental Europe (French fleur-de-lis, German eagle, Belgic lion). Supporting the shield: the Goddess of Liberty, who holds a spear and wears the Phrygian cap, and the Goddess of Justice with her balance. 

"Crest  The Eye of Providence in a radiant Triangle whose Glory extends over the Shield and beyond the Figures." 

"Motto  "E PLURIBUS UNUM."
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This first committee's choice for the reverse was basically Jefferson's revision of Franklin's proposal: 

"Pharaoh sitting in an open Chariot, a Crown on his head and a Sword in his hand, passing through the divided Waters of the Red Sea in Pursuit of the Israelites: Rays from a Pillar of Fire in the Cloud, expressive of the divine Presence and Command, beaming on Moses who stands on the shore and extending his hand over the Sea causes it to overwhelm Pharaoh." 

"Motto: Rebellion to Tyrants is Obedience to God." 

Symbolic elements used in the final Great Seal design: 

The motto E pluribus unum on a scroll 

Eye in a triangle 

Surrounded with a Glory 

Cloud 

MDCCLXXVI 

(A "German Eagle" was introduced as a minor element.) 

The World of Franklin & Jefferson" – poster from the 1976 exhibit by Charles & Ray Eames for the American Revolution Bicentennial Administration. 

Second Committee (March 1780) 

Contributions: 
Arrows | Olive branch | 13 stars | Shield with 13 stripes

Second Great Seal Committee – March 1780 

"Everlasting by Reason of Virtue"
The second committee was formed on March 25, 1780, four years after the first committee made its report. The chairman was James Lovell, of Massachusetts. The other two members were John Morin Scott, of New York, and William Churchill Houston, of New Jersey.

On April 12, British naval forces began the attack on Charleston, South Carolina, which led to the heaviest American defeat of the Revolutionary War.

The committee sought the assistance of Francis Hopkinson, a prominent and gifted Philadelphian who had not only signed the Declaration of Independence but also designed the new American flag that Congress adopted on June 14, 1777. Records show that Hopkinson did most of the work of this committee.
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Hopkinson's Front and Reverse Sides of the Great Seal.
The second committee delivered its report on May 10. Their design showed a Shield of thirteen diagonal red and white Stripes supported on the right by a Warrior holding a sword and on the left by a figure representing Peace bearing an Olive Branch. The Crest is a radiant Constellation of thirteen Stars. The motto "Bello vel Paci" translates: "For war or for peace."

On the reverse, Liberty seated in a chair holding her Staff and Cap. The motto "Semper" (shown above) means "Always." It was replaced with "Virtute perennis," which means "Everlasting because of virtue."

Symbolic elements used in the final Great Seal design: 

Thirteen red and white stripes on the Shield 

Constellation of thirteen stars 

Arrows (from Hopkinson's earlier drawing of the obverse) 

Olive branch 

Third Committee (May 1782) 

Contributions: 
Unfinished pyramid 

Third Great Seal Committee – May 1782 

"In Defense of Liberty – Deo Favente"
The third and final committee was formed on May 4, 1782. The month before, in Paris on April 12, peace talks had begun between the United States and Britain. America was represented by Benjamin Franklin, who six years earlier had served on the first Great Seal committee.

The United States would soon need an official sign of sovereignty and coat of arms to complete the evidence of its independence. A Great Seal would be necessary at the signing of the peace treaty.

The committee consisted of chairman Arthur Middleton and John Rutledge, both of South Carolina, plus Elias Boudinot of New Jersey. Virginia's Arthur Lee seems to have replaced Rutledge early on. As with previous committees, they sought expert help.

Most likely, it was Charles Thomson who recommended William Barton to the committee. Only twenty-eight years old, Barton was well-versed in the science of heraldry, and in less than five days, he came up with two rather complex designs.
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Barton's first and second designs for the Great Seal. 

The first drawing, or "realization," was created in 1976 
by Paul J. Conner based on Barton's written description (blazon).
Barton's first design was far too complex for purposes of a seal, so he created a second one which the committee submitted to Congress on May 9, 1782 – just five days after the committee was formed. As you can see, it is a rich tapestry of symbols: from Liberty Caps and Laurel Leaves to a star-spangled Ribbon and a Phoenix in Flames. Its original blazon (reproduced below) is an excellent example of how heraldic language is used to precisely describe an image's shape, position, and color.

The Reverse Side of the Great Seal
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Barton's reverse side of the Seal and its probable source, Hopkinson's 1778 $50 bill.
Barton's Blazon for his Great Seal Design Submitted to Congress

Device for an Armorial Achievement & Reverse of a 
Great Seal for the United States of North America: 
Proposed by William Barton, Esq. 
Blazoned according to the Laws of Heraldry. 

Arms. 
Barry of thirteen pieces, Argent & Gules; on a pale, Or, a Pillar of the Doric Order, Vert, reaching from the Base of the Escutcheon to the Honor point; and, from the Summit thereof, a Phoenix in Flames with Wings expanded, proper: the whole within a Border, Azure, charged with As many Stars as pieces barways, of the first. 

Crest. 
On an Helmet of Burnished Gold, damasked, grated with six Bars, a Cap of Liberty, Vert; with an Eagle displayed, Argent, resting thereon; holding in his dexter Talon a Sword, Or, having a Wreath of Laurel suspended from the point; and, in the sinister, the Ensign of the United States, proper. 

Supporters. 
On the dexter side, the Genius of the American Confederated Republic: represented by a Maiden, with flowing Auburn Tresses; clad in a long, loose, white Garment, bordered with Green; having a Sky blue Scarf, charged with Stars as in the Arms, reaching across her Waist from her right Shoulder to her left Side; and, on her Head, a radiated Crown of Gold, encircled with an Azure Fillet spangled with Silver Stars: round her Waist a Purple Girdle, embroidered with the Word "Virtus," in Silver a Dove, proper, perched on her dexter Hand. 

On the sinister side, an American Warrior; clad in a uniform Coat, of blue faced with Buff, and in his Hat a Cockade of black and white Ribbons: in his left Hand, a Baton Azure, semé of Stars Argent. 

Motto, over the Crest – "In Vindiciam Libertatis." 
  [In Defense of Liberty] 
Motto, under the Arms – "Virtus sola invicta." 
  [Only virtue unconquered]

Reverse of the Seal. 
A Pyramid of thirteen Strata, (or Steps) Or, and, on the Summit of it a Palm Tree, proper. In the Zenith, an Eye, surrounded with a Glory, proper.

In a Scroll, above, or in the Margin – "Deo Favente." 
  [With God's Favor (lit., God Favoring)] 
The Exergue – "Perennis." 
  [Everlasting (lit., Through the years)]

Note: We almost had a Palm Tree instead of an Eye at the top of the pyramid! Barton commented: "The Palm Tree, when burnt down to the very Root, naturally rises fairer than ever."

Symbolic elements used in the final Great Seal design: 

Unfinished pyramid 

In a follow-up report on June 19: 
   Vertical position of the 13 red & white stripes on the shield. 
   Number of arrows as 13. 

(An eagle was included, but not as the centerpiece.) 

Images from the U.S. Army Institute of Heraldry, 
the National Archives, and the American Antiquarian Society.

Final Design (June 1782) 

Contributions: 
American Bald Eagle | Annuit Coeptis | Novus Ordo Seclorum 

The Great Seal is Finalized – June 20, 1782 

"A New Order of the Ages"
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"Arms of the United States" 
Columbian Magazine, Philadelphia, 1786
James Trenchard's engravings are the first realizations of the Great Seal. 
A realization is a drawing of a seal based on its blazon, the written heraldic description.

Charles Thomson Assembles the Symbols
On June 13, 1782, Charles Thomson was given the task of creating the final design for the Great Seal. With the reports and drawings of the three committees before him, he set to work. Two days earlier, British forces had evacuated Savannah, Georgia, and the final eastern seaboard engagement of the War would be on August 27.

Fifty-three at the time, Thomson had served the past eight years as Secretary of the Continental Congress where he acquired a reputation for fairness, truth, and integrity. Well-versed in the classics, he was once a Latin master at a school in Philadelphia. Although not a well-known founder, Charles Thomson was instrumental to the genesis of the United States. His story is a fascinating one.
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Thomson incorporated symbolic elements from all three committees into his final design. He gave the eagle its prominent position on the front of the Seal and specified that it be an "American eagle on the wing and rising" (with the wing tips down). His original drawing is reproduced here.

Thomson was the one who placed the shield upon the eagle's breast, but without the traditional figures on either side that normally support a shield. This, he said, was "to denote that the United States of America ought to rely on their own Virtue." He gave the eagle its arrows and olive branch – "the power of peace and war." And into the eagle's beak, he placed the first committee's scroll and motto E Pluribus Unum – "Out of Many, One."

For the crest above the eagle's head, Thomson created a unique design: A golden Glory breaking through a cloud and surrounding thirteen stars forming a silver Constellation on an azure field. Note: The official die of the Great Seal does not show the rays of light "breaking through a cloud" and is therefore technically incorrect.
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For the reverse side of the Great Seal, Thomson's design reflects both the first committee's eye in the triangle and the third committee's eye above the pyramid. He may have also been influenced by Francis Hopkinson's 1778 continental currency designs on the fifty-dollar bill (pyramid), and on the forty-dollar bill which depicted an eye surrounded by a glory that illuminated thirteen stars. 

Thomson (after consulting with Barton) essentially gave us the Great Seal we see today. Congress approved his design on the very same day he submitted it – June 20, 1782.

Symbolic elements contributed by Thomson to the final Great Seal design: 

American Bald Eagle 

Annuit Coeptis 

It (the Eye of Providence) has Favored Our Undertakings 

Novus Ordo Seclorum 

A New Order of the Ages 

Excerpt from Thomson's Official "Remarks and Explanation"

"The Constellation denotes a new State taking its place and rank among other sovereign powers. The Escutcheon [shield] is born on the breast of an American Eagle without any other supporters, to denote that the United States of America ought to rely on their own Virtue.

"Reverse. The pyramid signifies Strength and Duration: the Eye over it & the Motto allude to the many signal interpositions of Providence in favour of the American cause. The date underneath is that of the Declaration of Independence and the words under it signify the beginning of the new American Æra, which commences from that date." 

The first die for the Eagle side was cut in 1782. 
A die for the Pyramid side has never been created.

The Trenchard realization of the obverse appeared in the September 1786 issue of the Columbian Magazine (Philadelphia). His reverse (believed to be the first ever prepared) was the frontispiece of the October issue. The obverse is part of the Library of Congress U.S. Capitol Exhibit, A More Perfect Union: Symbolizing the National Union of States. (Library of the American Philosophical Society) 

Thomson's original drawing is in the National Archives.




	"A knowledge of history is, above all, a means of responsibility – of responsibility to the past and of responsibility to the future . . . of responsibility to those who came before us and struggled and sacrificed to pass on to us our precious inheritance of freedom . . . and of responsibility to those who will come after us and to whom we must pass on that inheritance with what new strength and substance it is within our power to add."   –   John F. Kennedy 

This section is based on the U.S. State Department's official historical records.


Symbols on the Great Seal
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A revolutionary American creation, the Great Seal is a unique combination 
of natural elements (eagle, olive branch, stars, cloud, light rays, eye) 
and universal symbols (pyramid, arrows, shield).

	Obverse 

· American Bald Eagle 

· Shield with 13 Stripes 

· Olive Branch 

· Bundle of 13 Arrows 
   The Crest 

· Constellation of 13 Stars 

· Glory breaking through a Cloud 

Reverse 

· Unfinished Pyramid 

· Eye in a triangle surrounded with a Glory 

· MDCCLXXVI (1776) 


Origin and Meaning of the Three Latin Mottoes
Official 1782 description of the Great Seal, 
including Charles Thomson's "Remarks and Explanation."

Information on each symbol is a starting point for further exploration. 
The symbols speak for themselves, and each of us interprets them in a unique light. 
Perhaps that's why very little was said about their meaning.

Great Seal Symbols 
MDCCLXXVI 
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1776

This date was suggested by the first committee in August 1776. Pierre Du Simitière placed it along the lower edge of the circle that surrounds the Great Seal. 

On the final design, Charles Thomson used the date in conjunction with the motto beneath the pyramid on the reverse side of the Seal: 

"On the base of the pyramid the numerical letters MDCCLXXVI 
& underneath the following motto. 'novus ordo seclorum' 

"The date underneath is that of the Declaration of Independence 
and the words under it signify the beginning of the new American Æra, 
which commences from that date." 

NOTE: Although the official description of the Great Seal does not specify the number of courses on the pyramid, it has always been depicted with thirteen. 

	
The Great Seal and the Number Thirteen

	Specified in the 1782 law defining the Great Seal: 

13 stars in the constellation over the eagle's head 

13 stripes in the shield upon the eagle's breast 

13 arrows held in the eagle's left talon 

(E pluribus unum on the scroll carried by the eagle has 13 letters) 


Not specified, but traditionally used: 

13 olives and 13 leaves in the olive branch held in the eagle's right talon 

13 levels of the unfinished pyramid 
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Occurrences of the Number Thirteen 
(Other than on the Great Seal)

The number 13 traditionally refers to transformation – death, rebirth, regeneration. Perhaps derived from nature (the moon makes approximately 13 orbits around Earth to Earth's single orbit of the sun), 13 seems to be America's number.

History
Franklin D. Roosevelt was elected President in 1932 and died in office 13 years later in 1945. At his first inaugural, it's said that his hand rested on a Bible opened to First Corinthians, Chapter 13, which has 13 verses. 

FDR put the Great Seal on the one-dollar bill in 1935. He was the 13th president to serve more than one term (and the only one to serve more than two). 
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Mottoes and Phrases with 13 letters: 

1. July the Fourth 

2. Don't Tread on Me 

3. An Appeal to God 

4. The Spirit of 76 

5. American Eagle 

6. American Dream 

Prohibition under the Eighteenth Amendment was in force for 13 years, from 1920 to 1933. 

During the 1962 Cuban missile crises, 13 days of intense negotiations averted a nuclear apocalypse. 

The scandal surrounding President Clinton lasted 13 months and involved 13 Republican House Managers. 

Nature
[image: image83.jpg]


A pyramid has 8 edges and 5 surfaces, for a total of 13 elements. 

A sphere is completely surrounded by 12 others for a total of 13 spheres. 

The moon orbits Earth about 13 times per year. 

An intriguing possibility about the use of the number 13 points to the only book in the Bible whose 13th chapter has exactly 13 verses – First Corinthians. Furthermore, its 13th verse is a timeless message: "So faith, hope, love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love."

Another possibility is the 13th verse of the 13th chapter of the first book of the New Testament, Matthew, which says: "This is why I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand." One could say the Great Seal is a pictorial parable – understood on different levels. 




A Map of Time 
"Since the date, 1776, is placed on the bottom course of the pyramid, and since the number 13 has been so important in the history of the United States and in the symbols of the seal, it is not unreasonable to suppose that the thirteen courses of the pyramid may represent thirteen time-periods of thirteen years each." – Paul Foster Case 

Case's thirteen time-periods of U.S. history. 

Thirteen Time-Periods of U.S. History 
Symbolized on the Great Seal's Pyramid

	[image: image29.jpg]





	



"Since the date, 1776, is placed on the bottom course of the pyramid, and since the number 13 has been so important in the history of the United States and in the symbols of the seal, it is not unreasonable to suppose that the thirteen courses of the pyramid may represent thirteen time-periods of thirteen years each." – Paul Foster Case

	Excerpt from "The Great Seal of the United States: 
Its History, Symbolism, and Message for the New Age" 
by Paul Foster Case (1935)

1. 1776 to 1789 
The first course would include the Revolution (1776 -1783); the establishment of the first daily newspaper, the "Advertiser," issued in Philadelphia in 1784; and the adoption of the Constitution in Convention (1787). 

2. 1789 to 1802 
The second course begins with 1789. This year marked the first Presidential election, and the establishment of the United States Supreme Court. During this cycle the first steamboat plied the Delaware River (1790), the United States Mint was established (1792), and Whitney invented the cotton-gin (1793). 

3. 1802 to 1815 
During the third cycle of thirteen years came the Louisiana Purchase (1803), and the second war with Great Britain (1812 -1814). 

4. 1815 to 1828 
The fourth course covers the period from 1815 to 1827 inclusive. The most important governmental action of this period was the declaration of the Monroe Doctrine in 1823. 

5. 1828 to 1841 
The fifth course begins with 1828. In that year the first passenger railroad began running trains on July 4. The reaping machine, destined to make possible the granaries of the West, was invented in 1834. In 1835 Morse invented the telegraph, and thus began the modern Age of Electricity. 

6. 1841 to 1854 
During the time-period represented by the sixth course (1841 to 1853, inclusive) Texas was annexed (1845). In 1846 came the war with Mexico, resulting in the acquisition of the Territories of New Mexico, Arizona and California, completing the extension of the land surface of the country from the Atlantic to the Pacific. Gold was discovered in California in 1848, and this helped to open the West. 

7. 1854 to 1867 
The seventh course begins with 1854, the year Commodore Perry opened Japan to commerce. During this thirteen years the Atlantic Cable was laid (1857 -1858), the Civil War was fought (1861 -1865), and slavery was abolished (1863). In this period came the rise of the Republican Party, and the Presidency of Abraham Lincoln. 

8. 1867 to 1880 
The eighth cycle begins in 1867. It included the tragedy of Reconstruction, and the development of big business. In 1869 the Pacific Railroad was completed, the air-brake was invented, and in September of that year came Wall Street's dreadful Black Friday. The first of the great expositions was held in Philadelphia in 1876. It definitely stressed the material, rather than the spiritual, progress of the nation. In this era the farm lands of the West were opened, and toward its close the farmers began to make themselves heard, and labor began to improve its conditions. 

9. 1880 to 1893 
During the ninth cycle, capital, by means of its control of the machine, and its alliance with corrupt politics, fastened its grip on the economic condition of the nation. Evil seed was sown during this period which still bears its poisonous fruit. 

10. 1893 to 1906 
The tenth cycle, beginning in 1893, was signalized by the opening of the World's Fair at Chicago; but this same year brought the worst panic the country had, until then, experienced. Labor trouble multiplied. The war with Spain began in 1898, during McKinley's Presidency. The election of McKinley was a victory for the East, for the predominance of the city over the country, and for the rule of industrialism. It was followed by a period of imperialism under McKinley and Theodore Roosevelt. 

11. 1906 to 1919 
The eleventh cycle was one of disaster. It opened with the San Francisco earthquake and fire. Then came the panic of 1907. A few years of deceptive peace followed. Then came the World War, which brought the eleventh cycle to a close. 

12. 1919 to 1932 
The twelfth cycle began in 1919. During it we reaped the fruit of the evil seed sown in the eight, ninth, and tenth cycles. Troubles multiplied as never before. Organized crime aped the methods of big business, and the triumph of the city over the country brought as one of its consequences the development of great rings of gangsters. A dream of imaginary prosperity ended suddenly with the panic of 1929, and the remaining years of the twelfth cycle saw a progressive depression which continues until now. 

13. 1932 to 1945 
In 1932 began the thirteenth cycle, corresponding to the uppermost course of the unfinished pyramid. Franklin D. Roosevelt was elected to the Presidency. The various experiments now going on under the designation of the New Deal were begun. What their outcome will be, it is impossible at this writing to say. But whatever is before us in this cycle, which comes to its end in 1944, all intelligent persons are agreed (whether they are for the New Deal of Roosevelt or against it) that the Old Order, as represented by the political and economic opinions and practices of the eight, ninth, and tenth cycles, must never be dominant in America again. 


NOTE: Although the official description of the Great Seal does not specify 13 layers on the pyramid, it has always been depicted as such. 
	Postscript to Paul Foster Case's Map

President Franklin Delano Roosevelt Completes the Construction of America's Foundation Symbolized by the Pyramid

The top, 13th time-period of the pyramid commenced in 1932 with the election of Franklin D. Roosevelt, who went on to an unprecedented four terms as President of the United States. (He was the 13th president to serve more than one term.)

It was FDR who put both sides of the Great Seal on the one-dollar bill in 1935. He died a few weeks before World War II ended in Europe, in 1945.

In a symbolic sense, FDR was the final "founding" father under whose leadership America's complete foundation was constructed, symbolized by the pyramid on the Great Seal.

As Winston Churchill observed, Roosevelt's actions "altered decisively and permanently, the social axis, the moral axis, of mankind by involving the New World inexorably and irrevocably in the fortunes with the Old. His life must therefore be regarded as one of the commanding events in human destiny." 


Great Seal illustration (detail) by James Trenchard, from an engraving published in the Columbian Magazine (Philadelphia), October 1786 – the first realization of the reverse side. 

"American history is not something dead and over. It is always alive, always growing, always unfinished – and every American today has his own contribution to make to the great fabric of tradition and hope which binds all Americans, dead and living and yet to be born, in a common faith and a common destiny."   –   John F. Kennedy 

Great Seal Symbols 
The Pyramid 
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Strength and Duration

The pyramid was originally suggested by William Barton, the consultant and artist on the third Great Seal committee in 1782: "A Pyramid of thirteen Strata, (or Steps)." 

On the final design of the Great Seal, it is described as "A Pyramid unfinished," and explained with only a brief remark: "The Pyramid signifies Strength and Duration."

Barton was undoubtedly influenced by the pyramid on the 1778 $50 bill, designed by Francis Hopkinson, the consultant for the second Great Seal committee two years earlier.

During the late eighteenth century, there was widespread interest in Egypt and things Egyptian. Available at that time in the Library Company of Philadelphia was a detailed work entitled "Pyramidographia."

Today, the grandeur and mystery of the world's great pyramid structures still inspire our respect and stimulate our curiosity. Most remarkable are the three Egyptian pyramids built on the Giza plateau.

Recent archeological findings reveal their construction to be a sophisticated combination of planning and execution that rivals or even surpasses today's most complex building projects. In less than a hundred years, Egyptians united to complete three of the greatest structures ever been built. As a national undertaking, this helped lay the foundation for Egyptian civilization as well as for modern nationalism and government.

	The pyramid side of the Great Seal expresses the founders' conviction that the building of America is a revolutionary undertaking, Novus Ordo Seclorum – A New Order of the Ages – requiring generations to construct. 

"The generation which commences a revolution 
rarely completes it." – Thomas Jefferson 

Knowing that we would be part of this endeavor, the architects of our nation provided us with an elegant (red, white, and) blueprint to remind us that we are working under the attention of the highest consciousness, represented by the radiant eye "in the zenith" of the unfinished pyramid – Annuit Coeptis: "God has favored our undertakings." 

One Nation Under Construction 
The Great Seal's designers did not comment on why the pyramid was unfinished, but one of America's most insightful poets, Walt Whitman, understood the symbolism. In his letter to Ralph Waldo Emerson (August 1856), he wrote:

"America, having duly conceived, bears out of herself offspring of her own to do the workmanship wanted. To freedom, to strength, to poems, to personal greatness, it is never permitted to rest, not a generation or part of a generation. To be ripe beyond further increase is to prepare to die. 

"The architects of These States laid their foundations, and passed to further, spheres. . . Now are needed other architects, whose duty is not less difficult, but perhaps more difficult. Each age forever needs architects. America is not finished, perhaps never will be; now America is a divine true sketch."


NOTE: Although the final Great Seal design does not describe the appearance of the pyramid, the third committee that suggested the pyramid said it had "thirteen Strata." The pyramid has been traditionally depicted with 13 levels. (Consider it a time map.)
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The Fire Within 
The Greek origin of the pyramid derives from "fire" – especially "funeral pyre" – the flame that purifies. The King's Chamber is located at the energetic center of the Great Pyramid, whose shape has unique energy properties that seem to retard the process of decay.

A pyramid-shaped tomb was considered the perfect structure – an enduring vehicle to ensure a successful transformation into the next life. (Perhaps influenced by observing the natural pyramid shapes that survive in the Sahara desert.) 

Napoleon Bonaparte was just one in a long line of visitors, famous and infamous, drawn to the Great Pyramid at Giza. On August 12, 1799, he asked to be left alone in the King's Chamber, as Alexander the Great had supposedly done so, millennia before. Peter Tompkins describes the incident in his book, Secrets of the Great Pyramid:
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"Coming out, the general is said to have been very pale and impressed. When an aide asked him in a jocular tone if he had witnessed anything mysterious, Bonaparte replied abruptly that he had no comment, adding in a gentler voice that he never wanted the incident mentioned again. 

"Many years later, when he was emperor, Napoleon continued to refuse to speak of this strange occurrence in the Pyramid, merely hinting that he had received some presage of his destiny. At St. Helena, just before the end, he seems to have been on the point of confiding... but instead shook his head, saying, 'No. What's the use. You'd never believe me.'" 

The Great Pyramid as a Scale Model of Our Planet 
The Great Pyramid is essentially a scale model of Earth's hemisphere. The ratio of its height to its perimeter equals the ratio of Earth's radius to its circumference. The Great Pyramid elegantly squares the circle – perhaps in part because surveying wheels were probably used to measure out its four sides. This very sophisticated structure incorporates numerous geometric constants and standards of measure. It can, for example, tell the exact length of one degree of latitude at the equator.

The Pyramid and I 
Time Travel for a Dollar
After searching through all my pockets for gas money, only a single dollar bill emerged. From the looks of it, this buck had seen a lot of miles – but I guess I wouldn't be seeing too many. After all, how far can you get on a dollar?

Then something behind George's distant gaze caught my eye. I'd seen it a thousand times before, but now I was quite curious and asked myself: "How did this pyramid ever get on our money in the first place?"

I was soon to find out, as a faraway voice began to awaken my long-dulled by cathode-ray tube consciousness . . .

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   

"All eyes beckon unto me, horizon to horizon, dawn 'til eventide. For ancient Egyptians I was their doorway between worlds, antechamber to an afterlife, threshold at the gates of transformation. [image: image86.jpg]


My allies are the butterfly and the phoenix. Chrysalis of metamorphosis and fire of renewal, I am the Sun's rays incarnate – a fertile mountain cradling seeds of divine possibility.

"Many have sought my secret. Greeks, generals, and geometricians have pursued me, but none know me. This is my gift, a reminder that mysteries do exist. Now and evermore.

"I was not unknown to colonial Americans. The one who first put me on your money was Francis Hopkinson, a literary man of letters, symbols, and song. He signed your Declaration and designed your flag, whose same stars and stripes he later gave your Great Seal. [image: image87.jpg]


He put me on your fifty-dollar bill – without a capstone but with a caption that meant 'Through the Years.' This was a wise way with words, for truly I have endured the forever endeavors of mankind (and the not-so-kind). 

"Soon thereafter I shared my first symbolic statement with the unblinking One, that omniscient eye hovering in the heavens above my summit. [image: image88.jpg]


A celestial announcement accompanied our auspicious association. 'God Favoring,' it said, and I am 'Everlasting.'

"Our next meeting was to be a momentous one. This time, his Eternal Vigilance occupied my long lost capstone, now floating lightly at my apex. New words again: 'He Has Favored Our Undertakings.' (Sounds more like a tombstone than a capstone.) I favor the bright side of transformation: 'A New Order of the Ages.'

"Emblazoned upon your Great Seal, the eye and I were officially united on June 20, 1782, the same day the American Eagle took flight. Your nation – conceived on the Fourth of July six years earlier – now had an image for the world to see. [image: image89.jpg]


I remember that day as the true Birthday of the United States. For the next 153 years, though, I was secreted away so you only saw one side of America's face. Then, from the depths of Depression, your final 'founding' father put me on your greenback where I joined the Eagle, whose glorious constellation is the shining sister of the aura surrounding my capstone.

"Since culminating our camaraderie, your nation has grown to captivate the world. The dollar bill has become America's calling card, attracting business-suitors and American-dreamers from every land.

"To all of you, I offer strength and wisdom to transform. My bright eye provides protection and provision. Together we complete your Constitution's inspiration and aspiration to form a more perfect Union.

"Rising from my terrestrial base, 
Consciousness shines forth through time and space. 
A reflection of your head and heart, 
Harmonious whole, never apart."

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   
They say that money talks, but this was like an old dream remembered. Coming back to the present, I pocketed my one-dollar time machine yet couldn't help but wonder: What other journeys lie hidden within its symbols?

Great Seal Symbols 
The Eye 
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"God sees with equal Eye, as Lord of all, 
A Hero perish, or a Sparrow fall. 
Atoms, or Systems, into Ruin hurled, 
And now a Bubble burst – and now a World!"

EYE ONE
The eye was originally suggested by Pierre Du Simitière, the consultant and artist on the first Great Seal committee in 1776: "The Eye of Providence in a radiant Triangle whose Glory extends over the Shield and beyond the Figures." 

William Barton, consultant on the third committee (1782), also included an "Eye of Providence" in his first design. And, on his second design's reverse side: "A Pyramid of thirteen Strata . . . In the Zenith, an Eye, surrounded with a Glory." The motto he chose was "Deo favente" (God favoring). 

Use of the eye in art forms as a natural symbol for an omniscient and ubiquitous deity was a well-established artistic convention in the eighteenth century (quite apart from the symbolism of any particular group). 

From the official 1782 description of the final Great Seal: 

"A Pyramid unfinished. In the Zenith an Eye in a triangle surrounded with a glory... Over the Eye these words Annuit Coeptis." 

The U.S. State Department translates this Latin motto into: 
"It [the eye of providence] has favored our undertakings." 

In his official Remarks and Explanation, Charles Thomson said the Eye and "the Motto allude to the many signal interpositions of providence in favour of the American cause." 
Zenith is a highest point or state; a culmination. 
Signal is unusual, notable, or outstanding. 
Interposition is an intervention. 
Providence, a word favored by America's founders, suggests provision and foresight – admirable qualities for humanity or divinity. 

What better symbol than an eye to represent a watchful and vigilant, protective and loving, omniscient Creator? The human eye is a marvelous creation.

	The Divine Human Eye 

Your eyes are remarkable. They are actually extensions of your brain, and portal of entry for approximately 90% of all the information you receive in a lifetime. In the retina of each of your eyes are more than 125 million photoreceptors that perform the equivalent of ten billion calculations per second.

As Shakespeare well knew, "The eyes are the windows of the soul." Under the right conditions, looking deep into the eyes of another can be one of the most intimate connections you can ever have with another human being, or animal.

It is no surprise therefore that the human eye has become a divine symbol. Whatever religious culture you find yourself in, this divine eye is probably mentioned. Some examples include (in order of appearance):
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"This is the knowledge above all other: purifier and king of secrets, only made plain to the eye of the mystic. . . . But you cannot see me thus with those human eyes of yours. Therefore, I give you divine sight. Behold, this is my yoga power." – Krishna

"How can he lose the way, who is beyond the way? His eye is open." – Buddha

"In every man there is an eye of the soul, more precious than ten thousand bodily eyes, for by it alone truth is seen." – Socrates 

"The light of the body is the eye. If, therefore, thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light." – Jesus
"Imitate Jesus and Socrates." – Benjamin Franklin 
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"The future is beyond knowing, but the present is beyond belief. We make so much noise with technology that we cannot discover that the stargate is in our foreheads. But the time has come, the revelation has already occurred, and the guardian seers have seen the lightning strike the darkness we call reality. And now we sleep in the brief interval between the lightning and the thunder." – William I. Thompson, "The Edge of History" (1971) 

Top quote from Ben Franklin's 1757 Poor Richardard's Almanack 

The Eagle Speaks 
Time Travel for a Dollar
After searching everywhere for movie-money, I could only find a one-dollar bill. From the looks of it, this buck had seen a lot of action – but I guess I wouldn't be seeing too much. After all, you can't even buy popcorn for a dollar.

Then something behind George's glazed gaze caught my eye. I'd seen it a thousand times before, but now I was quite curious and wondered: "How did that eagle ever get on our dollar in the first place?"

I was soon to find out, as a distant voice began to softly infiltrate my long-dulled by cathode-ray tube consciousness . . .

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   

"With Zeus I descended from Olympus into mortal fields of play – to raise Caesars from their funeral pyres and bring Soma, Indra's liquid fire. In Egyptian hieroglyphics I am A, the origin, the day. On starry nights you can see me leading Aquarius to the New Age, and from Christian pulpits I carry the Word upon the four winds. [image: image92.jpg]



"These old-world honors rightfully belong to my classical cousins, for I am the American eagle – Great Spirit's messenger. My headdress is the color of the Sun. My allies are the thunderbolt and the rainbow. My feathers, a blessing to medicine men and a boon to warriors. My flight, a prayer rising and grace descending.

"I soared above the valleys of your grandfathers' great grandfathers, adrift on warm thermals fragrant with summer rain. Lifted by the upward urge of the Creator, in ecstasy I flew. [image: image93.jpg]


I remember well the day that began my journey to become the emblem of your nation. It was many thousand moons ago – in the woodlands the English called 'Pennsylvania' – in the summer of the year you call 1737. For a day and a half, three men raced to grab land from the Delaware tribe. What had been promised to be a 'Walking' Purchase took twice the land it should have. The Indians lost their favored hunting grounds and, later, many people lost much more.

"Finally, a man of reason listened to the Delawares. He discovered and revealed the truth about the land swindle. He honored the words of their Chief and helped his voice reach the English Island King. Peace was restored between the colonizers and the tribes, for awhile. Although he was an outsider – born across the sea on an Emerald Isle – the Delawares recognized him as their brother, and in a solemn ceremony adopted him into their tribe. They named him Man-Who-Talks-the-Truth, and with him they shared secrets of centuries and the mystery of my kinship with the Indian nations. That happened in 1758.

"He had not yet seen 30 winters, but this young man carried my vision throughout his life. After many years, he found himself at the very center of the whirlwind that became a Revolution. This man was Charles Thomson, the Secretary of your entire Continental Congress. [image: image94.jpg]


There he honored his knowledge by choosing my image to bind the new Americans into one nation. He placed me on your Great Seal and gave me a bundle of brave arrows and a branch from the tree of peace.

"Although he was the one honored to go to Mt. Vernon and inform George Washington of his election as new Chief of all the States, Charles Thomson did not take part in your new government. Instead, for the next two decades he brought more words to light by translating the entire Bible from old world Greek into new world English.

"In his elder years, many wished him to write a history of the Revolution, because no one knew its hidden story better. But he refused and told them: 'No, for I should contradict all the histories of the great events of the Revolution, and show by my account of men, motives, and measures, that we are wholly indebted to the agency of Providence for its successful issue.' He even destroyed the secret journals he kept during the fighting of the Revolution and the arguing of the Constitution. Maybe that is why today you know little about Charles Thomson, even though this friend of the Indians chose me to symbolize America.

"I landed on that peculiar paper you call money during your Civil War, and on the back of your dollar during the World War. [image: image95.jpg]


Since 1935, I have shared the greenback with the pyramid and eye whose keen vision, like mine, bridges Heaven and Earth.

"For those who say I represent power and might, I tell you that is not me. I am more of harmony and height, soaring spirit and simple joys. Yes, I have strength, but it is so I can nourish my children nested high in the hallowed arms of Earth.

"Let me be for you a living reminder, a messenger of unity from the ancestors of this land, and for all who would transform the red dust into the sacred circle. This is the meaning of the Latin words on the scroll I carry. 'E Pluribus Unum' – 'Out of Many, One.'

You are one with your ancestors, one with your descendants, one with the creatures of land, sky, and water – even with the rooted ones. Remember this, and your heart will soar with the spirit of the Eagle."
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*   *   *   *   *   *   *   
They say that money talks, but this was like an old dream remembered. Coming back to the present, I pocketed my one-dollar time machine yet couldn't help but wonder: What other journeys lie hidden within its symbols?

Great Seal Symbols 
A Shield of Thirteen Stripes 
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The Unique Symbolism of the Eagle's Shield

Although each of the three Great Seal committees included a shield in its design, the striped shield was first suggested by Francis Hopkinson, the consultant on the second committee, in 1780. He is the same person who three years earlier had designed the American Flag. 

Hopkinson suggested: "The Shield charged on the Field Azure with 13 diagonal Stripes alternate rouge and argent." [red and white] 

The third committee's consultant, a heraldry expert named William Barton, suggested 13 horizontal stripes. He later revised Charles Thomson's design, so that the shield's 13 red and white stripes were vertical, beneath a blue Chief (the upper part of the shield) – which is how we see it today.

The shield design elegantly illustrates the motto E Pluribus Unum – Out of Many, One. 
The stripes are the states joined together "in one solid compact." They support a Chief (Congress) which depends upon their union and strength. Conversely, the Chief keeps the states closely united. Congress preserves the union of the United States of America.

	Shields are At the Heart of Heraldry
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A warrior's primary piece of defensive equipment is his shield. They were first made of leather skins. Later, of wickerwork covered with metal. Finally, of tough wood covered with leather or metal, or entirely of metal – even including gold and silver. 

A shield was the logical place to display decorations representative of its owner. Originally the leather was stained or the metal beaten into shapes. Shields were also inlaid, and studded with nails or precious metal. Later, the insignia of a warrior or knight was painted on his shield – making him easier to identify in a battle or contest. 

By the thirteenth century, in England, the various decorative "devices" on shields – and on the other aspects of a knight's armament – became systemized. Heraldry is a science of symbols that formalizes the appearance of an image, as well as its purpose and location in the overall scheme of a seal or coat of arms. 
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Self-Support 
Traditionally, shields are held up on both sides by a figure. These supporters may have originated from the custom at medieval tournaments, when knights' shields were carried by attendants costumed as lions, bears, griffins, or other animals. 

Each of the three preliminary designs for the U.S. Seal included a shield with two supporters: 

• 1776: The Goddess of Liberty and the Goddess of Justice 
 (Here supporting the shield on New York's Seal) 
• 1780: A Warrior and a Figure representing Peace 
• 1782: The Genius of America (represented by a Maiden) and an American Warrior

What is really unique about Charles Thomson's final Great Seal design is the absence of supporters. He explained: "The Shield is born on the breast of an American Eagle without any other supporters, to denote that the United States of America ought to rely on their own Virtue." 

Virtue is a theme running through all three design committees.

	Remarks and Explanation from the Law of 1782 (paraphrased): 

The shield is composed of the blue Chief (top horizontal bar) and the red and white Pales (thirteen vertical bars) which represent the several states all joined in one solid compact entire, supporting a Chief which unites the whole and represents Congress. 

The motto E pluribus unum alludes to this union. 

The Pales in the arms are kept closely united by the Chief, and the Chief depends upon the union and the strength resulting from it for its support to denote the Confederacy of the United States of America and the preservation of their union through Congress. 

The colors of the shield are those used in the flag of the United States of America. White signifies purity and innocence. Red, hardiness and valor. Blue signifies vigilance, perseverance, and justice. 

NOTE: The shield has seven white and six red stripes, 
but the flag has seven red and six white. 


Detail of Civil War Drum, 9th Regiment, Vermont Volunteers 

Latin Mottoes on the Great Seal
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E Pluribus Unum 
"Out of Many, One" 
On the scroll carried in the Eagle's mouth... 
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Annuit Coeptis 
"Providence has Favored Our Undertakings" 
Above the Eye surrounded by a golden Glory... 

Novus Ordo Seclorum 
"A New Order of the Ages" 
Beneath the unfinished Pyramid... 



Great Seal Mottoes 
Novus Ordo Seclorum
A New Order of the Ages

Beneath the pyramid on the reverse side of the Great Seal is the Latin phrase "Novus ordo seclorum." Charles Thomson chose this motto, probably borrowing it from Virgil, the famed Roman poet who lived in the first century B.C.

Virgil wrote the phrase, Magnus ab integro seclorum nascitur ordo, in the fifth line of his classic Eclogue IV. It has been translated in different ways, including: 

A mighty order of ages is born anew. 
The great series of ages begins anew. 
The ages' mighty march begins anew. 
The majestic roll of circling centuries begins anew.

The phrase is part of a prophecy about the fate of the Roman empire: 
"Now the last age by Cumae's Sibyl song has come and gone, 
and the majestic roll of circling centuries begins anew . . . 
the Iron age shall cease, the Golden race arise . . . 
and shall free the earth from never-ceasing fear."

Thomson coined the motto: Novus ordo seclorum. 
The correct translation, according to the U.S. State Department, is: 
"A new order of the ages." 

Thomson explained: 
"The date underneath [the pyramid] is that of the Declaration of Independence and the words under it signify the beginning of the new American Æra, which commences from that date." 
NOTE: Novus ordo seclorum does not mean "new world order."

President Franklin D. Roosevelt: 
* compares his New Deal to a "New order of the ages." 
* explains the historical context of "Novus ordo seclorum."

Novus ordo seclorum 
cannot be translated into 
"new world order."

Seclorum means "of the ages" or "of the generations." Sometimes at the end of prayers in Latin Bibles is the phrase: secula seculorum – "forever and ever" (literally, "ages of ages"). 

Seclorum is a genitive plural form of seculorum, saeculorum, saeclorum that could not properly be translated as "of the worlds."

In Classical Latin, "world" – in the sense that it is used in the phrase "new world order" – would be orbis terrarum/terrae (or sometimes terra alone), or mundus, or maybe tellus. In English-Latin dictionaries, all forms of saeclum are absent from the listing of Latin words for "world."

	Commentary: 

"Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty," said Thomas Jefferson, one of the designers of the Great Seal. 

Today we should appreciate people who promote awareness of the negative reality of a "new world order." But they should chose a new symbol for their campaign. Stop demonizing the pyramid and eye. 

The Great Seal was created by America's founders, 
the people who gave us our freedom. 
It is not a symbol of those trying to take it away.

In Charles Thomson's Remarks and Explanation (1782), he says: 
"The Eye over it [the pyramid] & the Motto allude to the many signal interpositions of providence in favour of the American cause." 

With the Great Seal, America's founders tried to communicate their experience – to us. They chose the radiant eye to symbolize and personify Providence. 

Patriotic Americans honor their nation's seal, 
as they do its flag.


FDR Explains the Meaning of "Novus Ordo Seclorum" 
The Latin Phrase Beneath the Pyramid on the U.S. Great Seal
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President Franklin D. Roosevelt's Armistice Day Address 
Before the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 
November 11, 1940
	On this day which commemorates the end of fighting between human beings in a world war, it is permissible for me to search back in the history of civilization, in order to visualize important trends. 

On the Great Seal of the United States, which, for a century and a half, has reposed in the loving care of a long line of Secretaries of the State, appears these words: "Novus Ordo Seclorum" which means: "A New Order of the Ages." 

But in the scheme of civilization from which ours descends, I suppose we can properly recognize that in 2500 years there have been only a few "New Orders" in the development of human living under a thing called government. 

Without question, the philosophy of orderly government, in which the governed had some voice in civilized society, goes back to the days of ancient Greece. 

We must remember, however, that while the philosophy of democracy was first expressed in words and on paper, the practice of it was by no means consistent, and was confined to a relatively small number of human beings, and to a relatively small geographical area. 

We come to the Age of Rome – an age of a strange admixture of elections and laws and military conquest and personal dictatorship. 

It was an age which extended the civilization of the period to the greater part of the then known world. It was an age which forced its own conception of laws and way of life on millions of less civilized people, who previously had lived under tribal custom of centralized direction. 

With Rome's collapse and the overrunning of Europe by vast population movements from farther east, orderly progress deteriorated, and the sword drove learning into hiding. 

That dark period could hardly be called an Age, because it was an interim between Ages. 

Then, with the reawakening of a thousand years ago, with the crusades, the feudal system, the guilds, the kings and the renaissance, that Age which immediately preceded our own was born and grew and flourished. 

That was an era of enormous distinction – arts and literature and education and exploration – marching armies, barons, and empires. 

Human security was still non-existent. Democracy was not permitted. 

Toward its close, however, the appearance of tiny movements in tiny places, led by tiny people, forecast the next vast step forward – the era of 1776 – the Age in which, thank God, we still live. Those beginnings originated, it is true, in the old world – among the philosophers, among the seekers of many kinds of freedom forbidden by those who governed. 

There, by processes of trial and error, democracy as it has since been accepted in so many lands, had its birth and its training. We must accept that as fact because, fundamentally, nothing like it had ever existed before. 

There came into being the first far-flung government in all the world whose cardinal principle was democracy – the United States of America. 

With the gaining of our political freedom came the conflict between the point of view of Alexander Hamilton, sincerely believing in the superiority of government by a small group of public-spirited and usually wealthy citizens, and the point of view of Thomas Jefferson, an advocate of government by representatives of the people, an advocate of the universal right of free thought, free personal living, free religion, free expression of opinion and, above all, the right of free universal suffrage. 

The New Order spread into almost every part of the civilized world. It spread in many forms – and over the next century almost all peoples had acquired some form of popular expression of opinion, some form of elections, of franchises, of the right to be heard. 

The Americas and the British Isles led the world in spreading the gospel of democracy among peoples great and small, and the world as a whole felt, with much right, that it had discarded feudalism, conquest, and dictatorship. 

People felt that way until 1914, when a definite effort was made in a part of the world to destroy this existing "New Order of the Ages" – to destroy it after its relatively short trial, and to substitute for it the doctrine that might makes right. 

A hundred years from now, historians will say rightly that the world war preserved the "New Order of the Ages" for at least a whole generation. 

I, for one, do not believe that the era of democracy in human affairs can or will be snuffed out in our lifetime. I, for one, do not believe that the world will revert to a modern form of ancient slavery, or to controls vested in modern feudalism, or modern emperors, or modern dictators, or modern oligarchs in these days. The very people under iron heels will themselves rebel. 

We, alive today, live and think in terms of our grandparents, and our own parents, and ourselves, and our children – yes, and our grandchildren. 

We, alive today – not in the existent democracies alone, but also among the populations of the smaller nations already overrun – are thinking in the larger terms of the maintenance of the "New Order" to which we have been accustomed, and in which we intend to continue. 

We recognize certain facts of 1940 which did not exist in 1918 – a need for the elimination of aggressive armaments – a need for the breaking down of barriers in a more closely knitted world – a need for restoring honor in the written and spoken word. 

We recognize that the processes of democracy must be greatly improved, in order that we may attain those purposes. 


Excerpt from FDR's speech to a Joint Session of Congress 
January 6, 1941 

"Since the beginning of our American history we have been engaged in change – in a perpetual peaceful revolution – a revolution which goes on steadily, quietly adjusting itself to changing conditions, without the concentration camp or the quicklime in the ditch. 

"The 'World Order' which we seek is the co-operation of free countries, working together in a friendly, civilized society. 

"Freedom means the supremacy of human rights everywhere. 

"Our support goes to those who struggle to gain those rights, or to keep them." 

Source: The Story of the Great Seal as a Symbol of "The New Order of the Ages." 
Federal Works Agency, Work Projects Administration, Southern California 
Published in 1941 

Note: Armistice Day is now known as Veterans Day.

FDR put both sides of the Great Seal on the one-dollar bill. 

Origin of the Latin motto Novus Ordo Seclorum 

Excerpts from FDR's Four Inaugural Addresses 
The Power of the U.S. Constitution to Protect America

Great Seal Mottoes 
E Pluribus Unum
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"Out of Many, One" 
The Message Carried by the American Eagle
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"E pluribus unum" was chosen by the first Great Seal committee in 1776. The correct English translation is: Out of many, one. 

Consultant and artist Pierre Du Simitière recommended the Latin motto, and his design expresses this theme. This motto was well known to literate Americans of the 18th century. It appeared in the Gentleman's Magazine, published monthly in London from 1731 to 1922. The legend "E pluribus unum" was used on the title pages of the annual volumes that contained a collection of the year's twelve editions of the magazine. 

The motto also had been associated with the image of a hand holding a bouquet of flowers.

"Out of many, one" is a clear reference to the thirteen colonies united into one nation – symbolized by the shield on the eagle's breast. As explained in the official description of the Great Seal, the thirteen vertical stripes "represent the several states all joined in one solid compact entire, supporting a Chief, which unites the whole & represents Congress. The Motto alludes to this union." 

Other symbolic elements on the Great Seal suggest "E pluribus unum": 
• Constellation of thirteen stars 
• Bundle of thirteen arrows 

In heraldry, mottoes on seals were originally a word or phrase that formed a war-cry. In later times, they became religious or patriotic in nature. Coming from the mouth of the Eagle, America's motto is a cry for peace. 

	The Eagle's Message of Unity

The American Eagle faces the olive branch – the "Power of peace," as the Seal's designers described this symbol. For further emphasis, the eagle holds the olive branch in his stronger right talon. 

"The next great step for the human family will be to recognize, in our daily lives, the unity that already exists. And a necessary step is the recognition of the common symbols of this unity." – Joseph Campbell 
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Symbols of unity were abundant during the 1770s and 1780s, especially on continental currency. One bill depicted a golden candlestick with thirteen candles giving "one and the same light." An eight-dollar note had a harp with thirteen strings and a Latin motto meaning, "The larger are in harmony with the smaller."

The legendary Fugio coins and currency designed by Benjamin Franklin (in 1776) depict a circle of thirteen interlocking rings surrounding the motto, "WE ARE ONE." On the other side was a sundial and the word FUGIO ("I fly") – plus the phrase "Mind your business." 
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Totus In Uno 
Mrs. Margaret B. Peeke, 1882

	God gave to every land a charm 
  To hold her sons from straying; 
A subtle power, to keep their hearts 
  The home land from betraying. 

The Swiss he gave their mountains bold; 
  The South her perfumed flowers 
And music like the songs of birds, 
  To gladden all her hours; 
To France he gave the luscious vine; 
  Set German thoughts a swinging 
Like ponderous bell of minster chime, 
  Through after ages ringing; 
But to the land we call our own, 
  He gave his richest treasure; 
Her freedom, boundless as the sea, 
  Her wealth that knows no treasure. 
	
And all the charms of other lands, 
  Their hills, and songs, and flowers, 
Make lonely hearts at home again, 
  Within this land of ours. 

And God bless America, 
  When other lands are falling, 
Because to Him, in every tongue 
  Her children will be calling. 
From East and West, from North and South, 
  All nations here are joining 
Their varied gifts, and out of this 
  A higher life is coining. 

All hail, America, the blessed! 
  All lands in one combining, 
Whose star so bright, through future years, 
  Shall evermore be shining. 
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"American Independence Declared July 4, 1776" 
"The cause of America is in a great measure the cause of all mankind." – Tom Paine

	Unity is not limited to a region, a continent, a hemisphere. 

"Columbia's seven crew members were a diverse cross-cultural group, which gives us an idea of what the world can be when it works together, guided by a sense of cooperation, not confrontation. A sense of togetherness." – Bahrain Tribune 
Unity includes our relationship with nature. 

"Difference breeds indifference. If you think the forest is not you, you are more willing to exploit it or let others exploit it for you." – Eliot Cowan 


Colonial Currency from the Robert H. Gore, Jr. Numismatic Endowment 
University of Notre Dame, Department of Special Collections – Louis Jordan

Great Seal Mottoes 
Annuit Coeptis
Providence Has Favored Our Undertakings

In the zenith of an unfinished pyramid on the reverse side of the Great Seal is "an Eye in a triangle, surrounded with a glory... Over the Eye these words 'Annuit Coeptis'."

The Latin phrase annuit coeptis has been traced to Virgil, the renowned Roman poet who lived in the first century B.C. His epic masterpiece, the Aeneid, contains the phrase: Jupiter omnipotens, audacibus annue coeptis. (All-powerful Jupiter, favor [my] daring undertakings.) 

Also, in Virgil's Georgics are the words: Da facilem cursum, atque audacibus annue coeptis. (Give [me] an easy course, and favor [my] daring undertakings.)

Charles Thomson changed the first person imperative annue to the third person annuit. In the motto Annuit Coeptis, the subject of the verb must be supplied, and the translator must also choose the tense. Thomson explained:

"The pyramid signifies Strength and Duration: the Eye over it & the Motto allude to the many signal interpositions of providence in favour of the American cause." 

The Eye is therefore the missing subject. 
According to the U.S. State Department, the translation is: 

"It [the eye of providence] has favored our undertakings"
Variations include: 
Providence is favorable to our undertakings. 
God has favored our undertakings. 
He favors our undertakings.

NOTE: Annuit does not mean "to announce" (annuntio).

	America's founders clearly had a profound experience during their fight for independence, and tried to communicate this to us in the Great Seal's imagery. Note their choice of words: 

"many signal interpositions of providence in favour of the American cause." 

Signal means "unusual; notable; outstanding." 
Interposition means "intervention." In this case, a divine intervention. 
But what is the American cause? 


What's Providence got to do with it?

"No People can be bound to acknowledge and adore the invisible hand, which conducts the Affairs of men more than the People of the United States. Every step, by which they have advanced to the character of an independent nation, seems to have been distinguished by some token of providential agency." 

– George Washington 
First Inaugural Address (1789) 
Great Seal Symbols 
Thirteen stars forming a Constellation 
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A New Constellation

"A radiant Constellation of 13 stars" was first suggested by the second committee's consultant, Francis Hopkinson, who had designed the American flag three years earlier in 1777. The sketches of his two versions show the stars in no particular formation.

William Barton (third committee) also included several groups of stars in both of his elaborate designs. 

In the final design, over the head of the Eagle is a golden Glory breaking through a cloud and "surrounding thirteen stars forming a Constellation" – silver on an azure field. 

"The Constellation denotes a new State 
taking its place and rank among other sovereign powers."

The precise written description that defines the Great Seal's appearance does not specify the shape of the constellation, and Charles Thomson's original drawing showed the stars in a random arrangement. All dies of the Seal, however, have depicted the thirteen stars in the shape of a hexagram.*

According to the laws or heraldry, however, the constellation of stars on the Great Seal should be natural – not shaped into a pattern – whether a hexagram, a dollar sign, or any other image. 

Also, the 1782 description does not specify whether the individual stars are to have five or six points. In each of committee's sketches, the stars were drawn like asterisks (with three intersecting lines).

In 1782, the first official Great Seal die had six-pointed stars. Since 1841, however, all subsequent dies have had five-pointed stars – including the one in use today (as seen on the one-dollar bill).

	The above artwork is a detail from the first painting of the Great Seal (1785) – an early example of the constellation of stars in a natural arrangement. 

It was in George Washington's Pew in St. Paul's Chapel in Lower Manhattan, New York City when America's first President prayed there after his 1789 inaugural. 

And it is still there today. 
At the Citywide Prayer Service at Yankee Stadium on September 23, 2001, New York Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani said, "I would like to share one miracle of September 11th with you. 


*The Hexagram is composed of two intersecting triangles that point in opposite directions. Its symbolism suggests a union of celestial and terrestrial forces. (More about the hexagram.) 

Note: The written description of the Great Seal also does specify the number of olives and leaves in the olive branch – nor the presence or number of steps in the pyramid (although it is traditionally drawn with thirteen steps).

What Goes Up 
Must Come Down
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Symbolism of the Hexagram

	Because of its elegant geometry, the hexagram has been a popular symbol in many cultures from earliest times. It has a long and complex history, including use by Old Testament patriarchs. (It's often referred to as the "Star of David" or "Solomon's Seal.")
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According to the Hindu system, the human body has seven energy centers, known as "chakras." The symbol for the middle chakra is composed of a hexagram. Located in the center of the chest, this heart chakra is equidistant between the top and the bottom energy centers, between heaven and earth. Symbolically, it balances the primary emotional energy of the universe, love. 


Perhaps, arranging the stars into a hexagram on the Great Seal symbolizes our attempt to tame the wilderness; to impose our will over the environment; to offer a religious reordering of reality. 

Great Seal Symbols 
Bundle of Thirteen Arrows 
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The Power of War

Arrows were first suggested by Francis Hopkinson, the consultant who did most of the work on the second Great Seal committee. 

In his first design, one of the two figures supporting the shield was a "naked savage" holding a bow and arrow in his right hand, and carrying a quiver of arrows on his back. The other figure was a lady "representing Peace bearing an Olive Branch." 

Motto: "Bello vel Pace Paratus" – Prepared in War or in Peace. 

Charles Thomson placed a "bundle of Arrows" in the eagle's left talon, and William Barton specified their number be thirteen. The final Great Seal design specifies: 

The American bald Eagle holding in his right talon an Olive branch, 
and in his left a bundle of thirteen arrows. 

"The Olive branch and arrows denote the power of peace & war 
which is exclusively vested in Congress."

Arrows, of course, were important throughout the world. During the Middle Ages, English archers were among the most feared warriors on any battlefield. Launched from powerful longbows, their clouds of deadly arrows decimated enemy soldiers and were the deciding factor in many battles.
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The bundle of arrows is reminiscent of the "fasces," a tied bundle of rods with a protruding ax blade that was borne before Roman magistrates as an emblem of official power. In fact, the bundle of arrows in Charles Thomson's original drawing of the Great Seal depicts them in alignment very similar to a fasces.

The Power of Unity 
Infinitely stronger than a single rod, the unbreakable nature of aligned rods means that the bundle of arrows also symbolizes the power of unity – the attitude needed to successfully protect and defend one's nation, and if necessary, wage war to do so. 

"In Unity is Strength" 
The moral to The Bundle of Sticks 
an Aesop's Fable 

	"We Are Unbreakable" 

Rabbi Marc Gellman 

A Prayer for America 
Yankee Stadium, September 23, 2001

The Talmud and the African tribe, the Masai tribe, both teach a wisdom for our wounded world. They both taught: 

Sticks alone can be broken by a child, but sticks in a bundle are unbreakable. 

The fears and sorrows of this moment are so heavy, they can break us if we try to bear them alone. But if we are bundled together – if we stick together – we are unbreakable. 

And we shall do far more than merely survive. We shall overcome. We shall overcome the forces of hatred, without allowing hatred to unbundle us. We shall overcome the forces of terror, without using fear to unbundle us. 

So in all our comings and our goings, from this time forth, let us remember: 

That the person next to you, in front of you, behind you, is not merely an obstacle to your free and unfettered life. They are a part of this bundle, that keeps you and each of us from breaking. 

Let us never again view our fellow New Yorkers, our fellow Americans, our fellow citizens of the world, as limitations on our life or freedom. But rather as the moral twine that binds us, and saves us, and delivers us from evil. 

For some of us, the source of that strength – the twine that binds us and bundles us – is not just community, but community under God. . . We are all bundled up in God's love. 


Sagittarius Rising 
The Latin word for arrow is "sagitta," which is also the name of a minor constellation in the summer skies that has mythological connections to the arrows of Hercules and Eros. 

At the heart of our galaxy is the constellation Sagittarius. Its symbol is an archer who is half man, half horse. Some have calculated that this constellation was rising in the East at the time the Declaration of Independence was being signed.

Sagitta

The Arrow
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The Story
The Arrow in the Sky
Sagitta is a small constellation, but the bow and arrow was a common weapon in classical times. Therefore it should not be surprising that there are different stories to account for the presence of an arrow in the sky. 

Apollo's Arrow
According to one tale, the Arrow belows to Apollo. Apollo was associated with the sun, also with wisdom and truth. He was known for his good looks as well. The son of Apollo was the God of Healing, known as Asclepius. The Arrow in this version is an instrument of revenge. 

Getting Rid of the Doctor
Aclepius had the power to heal even the dead, returning them to life again. The God of the Underworld complained to Zeus. He was no longer gaining subjects for the Realm of the Dead. Zeus listened to the Ruler of the Dead and struck Asclepius dead with a thunderbolt. [image: image104.jpg]“We are spirits
That biodies should b lent s,
while they csn afford us pleasurs,
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Apollo's Revenge
Zeus's weapons, his armory of thunderbolts and lightning flashes had been forged by the three monstrous one-eyed Cyclopes. It is said that in revenge for the loss of his son, Apollo slew the Cyclopes with an Arrow, which is the Arrow that we see in the sky in the form of Sagitta. 

Hercules' Arrow
In another story the Arrow is identified with the great hero Heracles (Hercules). This is the Arrow with which Heracles slew the eagle pecking at the liver of Prometheus. Prometheus had been punished by Zeus for giving human kind the gift of fire. He was chained to a rock in the Caucausus Mountains to be tormented by an eagle pecking eternally at his liver. Prometheus was released when the immortal Centaur Chiron agreed to accept death in order to save Prometheus. But first Heracles had to slay the eagle. It is to commemorate Heracles' feat that the Arrow is placed in the sky. 

Eros' Arrow
A third story identifies the Arrow with Eros, the God of Love. It was this Arrow that ignited the passion of Zeus for the young boy Ganymede, whom Zeus had abducted to Mount Olympus to serve as the Cup Bearer to the Gods. The constellation of Aquarius is also identified with Ganymede. And in the constellation of Aquila, we see the Eagle of Zeus bearing Ganymede in his claws. 

Not Looking for War 
In heraldry, the left side (sinister) is subordinate to the right (dexter). Also, note the wording of the official 1782 explanation of the Great Seal: "the power of peace and war." Compare this to the phrase common today: "war and peace." Furthermore, to leave no doubt about America's intentions, Charles Thomson depicted the Eagle facing the olive branch – further reinforcing this side of its power.
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Continental Congress – June 20, 1782 

The Blazon of the Great Seal of the United States 
and 
Charles Thomson's Remarks and Explanation
Congress adopted the design for the Great Seal on June 20, 1782 – the very same day that its secretary, Charles Thomson submitted his recommendations. His report consists of a blazon and his "Remarks and Explanation."

NOTE: A blazon is the written description in heraldic terms that precisely describes the appearance of a seal. It is the starting point for creating an accurate die or illustration of the Great Seal.

	The Secretary of the United States in Congress assembled to whom were referred the several reports of committees on the device for a great seal, to take order, reports

That the Device for an Armorial Achievement & Reverse of the great seal of the United States in Congress assembled is as follows.–

Arms 
Paleways of thirteen pieces Argent and Gules: a Chief, Azure. The Escutcheon on the breast of the American bald Eagle displayed, proper, holding in his dexter talon an Olive branch, and in his sinister a bundle of thirteen arrows, all proper, & in his beak a scroll, inscribed with this Motto. "E pluribus unum".–

For the Crest 
Over the head of the Eagle which appears above the Escutcheon, A Glory, Or, breaking through a cloud, proper, & surrounding thirteen stars forming a Constellation, Argent, on an Azure field.–

Reverse 
A Pyramid unfinished. In the Zenith an Eye in a triangle surrounded with a glory proper. Over the Eye these words "Annuit Coeptis". On the base of the pyramid the numerical letters MDCCLXXVI & underneath the following motto. "novus ordo seclorum"

Thomson's Remarks and Explanation 
The Escutcheon [shield] is composed of the chief & pale, the two most honorable ordinaries. The Pieces, paly, represent the several states all joined in one solid compact entire, supporting a Chief, which unites the whole & represents Congress. The Motto alludes to this union. The pales in the arms are kept closely united by the chief and the Chief depends upon that union & the strength resulting from it for its support, to denote the Confederacy of the United States of America & the preservation of their union through Congress.

The colours of the pales are those used in the flag of the United States of America; White signifies purity and innocence, Red, hardiness & valor, and Blue, the colour of the Chief signifies vigilance, perseverance & justice. The Olive branch and arrows denote the power of peace & war which is exclusively vested in Congress. The Constellation denotes a new State taking its place and rank among other sovereign powers. The Escutcheon is born on the breast of an American Eagle without any other supporters to denote that the United States of America ought to rely on their own Virtue.–

Reverse. The pyramid signifies Strength and Duration: The Eye over it & the Motto allude to the many signal interpositions of providence in favour of the American cause. The date underneath is that of the Declaration of Independence and the words under it signify the beginning of the new American Æra, which commences from that date.– 


Glossary of Heraldic Terms used in the Blazon 
· argent = silver 

· azure = blue 

· chief = top part of the shield 

· dexter = right 

· gules = red 

· or = gold or yellow 

· paly, paleways, pales = vertical stripes on the shield 

· proper = the element's natural color 

· sinister = left 
NOTE: On the Seal of the President of the United States, the eagle used to face toward the arrows on its left side, ever since 1877 when President Hayes started using a Presidential Seal. But on October 25, 1945, President Harry Truman signed Executive Order No. 9646, which specified the eagle must face the olive branch.

"Don't Tread on Me" 
This de-emphasis on the power to inflict harm has an interesting parallel to an animal that Benjamin Franklin thought would make an ideal symbol for America, the rattlesnake. He observed that "she never wounds till she has generously given notice, even to her enemy, and cautioned him against the danger of treading on her."

	The Eagle and the Arrow – An Aesop's Fable 
An Eagle was soaring through the air. Suddenly it heard the whizz of an Arrow, and felt the dart pierce its breast. Slowly it fluttered down to earth. Its lifeblood pouring out. Looking at the Arrow with which it had been shot, the Eagle realized that the deadly shaft had been feathered with one of its own plumes." 

Moral: "We often give our enemies the means for our own destruction." 


Great Seal Symbols 
The American Eagle 
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Power and Spirit

The eagle was originally introduced as a minor symbolic element. The first design committee suggested a shield composed of the six emblems representing the primary nations that migrated to America – including the German eagle. 

The third committee's first design specified an "Eagle displayed, on the Summit of a Doric Column: "emblematical of the Sovereignty of the Government of the United States." 

At the top (crest) of its second design is a white Eagle. In its right talon is a sword, "having a Wreath of Laurel suspended from the point." In its left talon, the U.S. flag. 
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Charles Thomson was the one who chose the bald eagle – which is only found in North America – as the centerpiece of the Great Seal. He first specified that it be "on the wing and rising" – with the wing tips down. (Thomson's 1782 sketch is shown here.) But in the final design, the eagle's appearance was changed to the "displayed" position we see today: "the American bald Eagle displayed, proper, holding in his dexter talon an Olive branch, and in his sinister a bundle of thirteen arrows." 

Charles Thomson was very aware of Native American customs. His vision of the eagle suggests the spiritual strength of a bird sacred to America's indigenous peoples. 

Here's Looking at Peace 
In its talons, the eagle carries symbols representing "the power of peace and war." To emphasize the priority of peace, Thomson placed the olive branch in the eagle's stronger right talon.
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Although not specified in the written description, Thomson's sketch and all dies of the Great Seal have shown the eagle facing the olive branch – further emphasizing peace. 

This is not the case, however, for the Seal of the President of the United States. From 1877 to 1945, this eagle faced toward its left talon holding the bundle of arrows that symbolize the "power of war."

On October 25, 1945, however, President Truman issued an Executive Order that specified the eagle on the Seal of the President must face the olive branch. 

	Joseph Campbell observed: "Now look at the right side of the dollar bill. Here's the eagle, the bird of Zeus. The eagle is the downcoming of the god into the field of time. The bird is the incarnation principle of the deity. This is the bald eagle, the American eagle. This is the American counterpart of the eagle of the highest god, Zeus. 

"He comes down, descending into the world of the pairs of opposites, the field of action. One mode of action is war and the other is peace. So in one of his feet, the eagle holds thirteen arrows. That's the principle of war. In the other he holds a laurel [olive] leaf with thirteen leaves. That is the principle of peaceful conversation. The eagle is looking in the direction of the laurel. 

"That is the way these idealists who founded our country would wish us to be looking – diplomatic relationships and so forth. But thank God he's got the arrows in the other foot, in case this doesn't work. 

"Now, what does the eagle represent? He represents what is indicated in this radiant sign above his head." 


People of the Great Seal 
Benjamin Franklin
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The Rattlesnake as a Symbol of America

Six months before he was appointed to the first Great Seal committee, Benjamin Franklin wrote the following letter. It was published in the Pennsylvania Journal on December 27, 1775 and signed by "An American Guesser" – recently identified as Benjamin Franklin. Written after fighting had begun between the Colonists and the British, but before the Declaration of Independence was signed, it offers a unique glimpse into Franklin's keen, observant mind.

	I observed on one of the drums belonging to the marines now raising, there was painted a Rattle-Snake, with this modest motto under it, "Don't tread on me." As I know it is the custom to have some device on the arms of every country, I supposed this may have been intended for the arms of America; and as I have nothing to do with public affairs, and as my time is perfectly my own, in order to divert an idle hour, I sat down to guess what could have been intended by this uncommon device – I took care, however, to consult on this occasion a person who is acquainted with heraldry, from whom I learned, that it is a rule among the learned of that science "That the worthy properties of the animal, in the crest-born, shall be considered," and, "That the base ones cannot have been intended;" he likewise informed me that the ancients considered the serpent as an emblem of wisdom, and in a certain attitude of endless duration – both which circumstances I suppose may have been had in view. Having gained this intelligence, and recollecting that countries are sometimes represented by animals peculiar to them, it occurred to me that the Rattle-Snake is found in no other quarter of the world besides America, and may therefore have been chosen, on that account, to represent her.

But then "the worldly properties" of a Snake I judged would be hard to point out. This rather raised than suppressed my curiosity, and having frequently seen the Rattle-Snake, I ran over in my mind every property by which she was distinguished, not only from other animals, but from those of the same genus or class of animals, endeavoring to fix some meaning to each, not wholly inconsistent with common sense.

I recollected that her eye excelled in brightness, that of any other animal, and that she has no eye-lids. She may therefore be esteemed an emblem of vigilance. She never begins an attack, nor, when once engaged, ever surrenders: She is therefore an emblem of magnanimity and true courage. As if anxious to prevent all pretensions of quarreling with her, the weapons with which nature has furnished her, she conceals in the roof of her mouth, so that, to those who are unacquainted with her, she appears to be a most defenseless animal; and even when those weapons are shown and extended for her defense, they appear weak and contemptible; but their wounds however small, are decisive and fatal. Conscious of this, she never wounds 'till she has generously given notice, even to her enemy, and cautioned him against the danger of treading on her.

Was I wrong, Sir, in thinking this a strong picture of the temper and conduct of America? The poison of her teeth is the necessary means of digesting her food, and at the same time is certain destruction to her enemies. This may be understood to intimate that those things which are destructive to our enemies, may be to us not only harmless, but absolutely necessary to our existence. I confess I was wholly at a loss what to make of the rattles, 'till I went back and counted them and found them just thirteen, exactly the number of the Colonies united in America; and I recollected too that this was the only part of the Snake which increased in numbers. Perhaps it might be only fancy, but, I conceited the painter had shown a half formed additional rattle, which, I suppose, may have been intended to represent the province of Canada.

'Tis curious and amazing to observe how distinct and independent of each other the rattles of this animal are, and yet how firmly they are united together, so as never to be separated but by breaking them to pieces. One of those rattles singly, is incapable of producing sound, but the ringing of thirteen together, is sufficient to alarm the boldest man living.

The Rattle-Snake is solitary, and associates with her kind only when it is necessary for their preservation. In winter, the warmth of a number together will preserve their lives, while singly, they would probably perish. The power of fascination attributed to her, by a generous construction, may be understood to mean, that those who consider the liberty and blessings which America affords, and once come over to her, never afterwards leave her, but spend their lives with her. She strongly resembles America in this, that she is beautiful in youth and her beauty increaseth with her age, "her tongue also is blue and forked as the lightning, and her abode is among impenetrable rocks."

An American Guesser 


People of the Great Seal 
Benjamin Franklin
Ben Franklin – the Eagle and the Turkey
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The Society of the Cincinnati was formed after the American Revolution. Its name originates from Cincinnatus, the legendary Roman farmer-soldier who rescued Rome and then returned to his plow. George Washington exemplified the modern Cincinnatus. 

Benjamin Franklin was critical of this Brotherhood of Revolutionary War Officers because membership was to be hereditary in the line of eldest sons, like titles of nobility. He believed that an organization whose members would be selected according to birth rather than merit was unwise. 

In a letter to his daughter, written from France on January 26, 1784, Franklin casts doubt on the propriety of using the eagle to symbolize the "brave and honest Cincinnati of America." In fact, the image of the eagle used for the Society's insignia was poorly drawn and looked more like a turkey. Franklin, somewhat tongue in cheek, extends his argument to the superiority of the turkey as a symbol for the United States. 
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Benjamin Franklin's Letter Comparing the Eagle and the Turkey

	"For my own part I wish the Bald Eagle had not been chosen the Representative of our Country. He is a Bird of bad moral Character. He does not get his Living honestly. You may have seen him perched on some dead Tree near the River, where, too lazy to fish for himself, he watches the Labour of the Fishing Hawk; and when that diligent Bird has at length taken a Fish, and is bearing it to his Nest for the Support of his Mate and young Ones, the Bald Eagle pursues him and takes it from him. 

"With all this Injustice, he is never in good Case but like those among Men who live by Sharping & Robbing he is generally poor and often very lousy. Besides he is a rank Coward: The little King Bird not bigger than a Sparrow attacks him boldly and drives him out of the District. He is therefore by no means a proper Emblem for the brave and honest Cincinnati of America who have driven all the King birds from our Country . . . 

"I am on this account not displeased that the Figure is not known as a Bald Eagle, but looks more like a Turkey. For the Truth the Turkey is in Comparison a much more respectable Bird, and withal a true original Native of America . . . He is besides, though a little vain & silly, a Bird of Courage, and would not hesitate to attack a Grenadier of the British Guards who should presume to invade his Farm Yard with a red Coat on." 


NOTE: "Because of their size, bald eagles are not concerned about threats from other birds. However, eagles are often chased by smaller birds, who are trying to protect their young. . . It was Benjamin Franklin's observations of a bald eagle either ignoring or retreating from such mobbing that probably led to his claim of the bald eagle's lack of courage." 
(American Bald Eagle Information) 

Great Seal Symbols 
The Olive Branch 

The Power of Peace
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The olive branch was first suggested by the second Great Seal committee. 

On the front of their design: 
"a Figure representing Peace bearing an Olive Branch" 
Motto: "Bello vel Paci" – For war or for peace 

On the reverse side: 
"the Figure of Liberty seated in a Chair holding her Staff and Cap" 
(Their sketch shows her holding an olive branch.) 
Motto: "Virtute perennis" – Everlasting because of virtue 

Charles Thomson placed the olive branch in the eagle's right talon. The official Great Seal design specifies: 

The American bald Eagle holding in his right talon an Olive branch, and in his left a bundle of thirteen arrows." 

"The Olive branch and arrows denote the power of peace & war which is exclusively vested in Congress."

And to further emphasize the superiority of peace, the the olive branch is in the eagle's stronger right talon, and the eagle faces toward the olive branch.

The Olive – an Ancient Natural Symbol
· [image: image109.jpg]


The olive leaf carried by the dove back to Noah's Ark must have evoked some very intense emotions, beyond simply "peace." Imagine – after nearly a year in the Ark – finally getting a sign that the ordeal was almost over, and that reconciliation with God was possible. 

· According to Greek legend, the first olive tree on the Acropolis was planted by the goddess Athene, the namesake of Athens who is still admired today. 

· Hercules was protected by wearing a wreath of olive leaves upon his head. 

· For bravery in battle, Roman soldiers were rewarded with crowns of olive. 

· Since olives provide oil for lamps, they are associated with light. 

· The cleansing power of olive oil suggests purification. 

· The hardiness of the olive tree hints at fertility and vital energy. 

	"After much occasion to consider the folly and mischiefs of a state of warfare, and the little or no advantage obtained even by those nations who have conducted it with the most success, I have been apt to think that there has never been, or ever will be, any such thing as a good war, or a bad peace." 

– Benjamin Franklin 
Letter to Jonathan Shipley 
June 10, 1782 


Top illustration copyright www.arttoday.com. 
Minerva as America "America Triumphant and Britannica in Distress," Boston: 1782 Engraving Prints and Photographs Division Library of Congress

Great Seal Symbols 
A Glory breaking through a cloud 
and a Glory surrounding an Eye 

[image: image48.jpg]



Let There Be Light

	The glory is the only symbol found on both sides of the Great Seal. A glory emanates from the constellation of stars over the eagle's head, and a glory surrounds an eye in a triangle in the zenith of an unfinished pyramid. 

"Glory" is a heraldic term for a circle of rays, an emanation of light – gold or yellow in color – similar to the halo used by artists to depict angelic beings. It is symbolic of Providence. [image: image110.jpg]



Its closest natural equivalent is "crepuscular rays," the twilight rays of sunlight that shine through breaks in high clouds and illuminate dust particles in the air. 

According to the official description of the Great Seal, the glory is "breaking through a cloud" over the head of an eagle. Many early illustrations were faithful to this design detail. 
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On today's official Great Seal die, 
the light rays are blocked by the cloud.


	Use of a Glory in All the Great Seal Designs

From the beginning, the founders emphasized the importance of this divine light by including it on both sides of their first design. They also incorporated a glory (or similar element) into both sides of the subsequent designs submitted by the second and third committees. 

First Committee (1776): 

Obverse: "the Eye of Providence in a radiant Triangle whose Glory extends over the Shield and beyond the Figures." 

Reverse: "Rays from a Pillar of Fire in the Cloud." 

Second Committee (1780): 

Obverse: "a radiant Constellation of thirteen Stars." 

Reverse: "Liberty seated in a chair holding her Staff and Cap." 
(Their illustration shows rays of light emanating from her cap.) 

Third Committee (1782): 

Obverse: "a Maiden... on her Head, a radiated Crown of Gold." 

Reverse: "In the Zenith [of a Pyramid], an Eye, surrounded with a Glory." 

Final Design (1782): 

Obverse: "A Glory... breaking through a cloud... and surrounding thirteen stars." 

Reverse: "In the Zenith [of a Pyramid unfinished], an Eye in a triangle surrounded with a glory." 


The Great Seal's glories suggest familiar phrases: 
America! America! God shed His grace on thee. 
Mine eyes have seen the glory. 
One nation, under God. 
God bless America. 
So, help me, God. 
The beautiful illustration of the Great Seal at the top of the page 
is part of a painting by Blumrich which appeared on the back cover of 
Powers of Mind, by Adam Smith (1975).
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Providence Happens
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In their written Declaration of Independence, the Founders expressed a "firm Reliance on the Protection of divine Providence." 

In their graphic Great Seal, they symbolized the many notable interventions of "providence in favour of the American cause." 

Providence was a word favored by America's founders.

providence, noun: 

1. the foreseeing care and guidance of God or nature over the creatures of the Earth. 

2. (cap.) God, esp. when conceived as omnisciently directing the universe and the affairs of humankind with wise benevolence. 

3. a manifestation of divine care or direction. 

4. provident or prudent management of resources; prudence. 

5. foresight; provision; provident care. 

Benjamin Franklin 

"If I live to see you, I will let you know what an escape we had in the beginning of the affair, and how much we were obliged to what the profane would call luck and the pious, Providence." – Letter to Charles Thomson (Sept. 27, 1766) after the Stamp Act was repealed. 

"My dear friend, do not imagine that I am vain enough to ascribe our success [Revolution] to any superiority . . . If it had not been for the justice of our cause, and the consequent interposition of Providence, in which we had faith, we must have been ruined. . . . If I had ever before been an atheist, I should now have been convinced of the being and government of a Deity!" – Letter to William Strahan (Aug. 19, 1784) 

During the Constitutional Convention: 
"I must own I have so much faith in the general government of the world by Providence that I can hardly conceive a transaction of such momentous importance to the welfare of millions now existing, and to exist in the posterity of a great nation, should be suffered to pass without being in some degree influenced, guided, and governed by that omnipotent, omnipresent, and beneficent Ruler." 

"All of us who were engaged in the struggle [Revolution] must have observed the frequent instances of a superintending Providence in our favour." 

"The longer I live, the more convincing proofs I see of this truth, that God governs in the affairs of men. And if a sparrow cannot fall to the ground without his notice, is it probable that an empire can rise without his aid?" 
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Rays of golden light are symbolic of Providence. In heraldry, they're called a Glory. 

This is the only symbolic element the Founders incorporated into both sides of the Great Seal.
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Charles Thomson 
After his retirement from public office in 1789, Thomson refused to write a history of the American Revolution – although he was the most qualified person to do so. He even destroyed his secret journals from the Revolution, because if the truth were known, he said, many careers would be tarnished and the national leadership weakened. 

"No, for I should contradict all the histories of the great events of the Revolution, and show by my account of men, motives and measures, that we are wholly indebted to the agency of providence for its successful issue. Let the world admire the supposed wisdom and valor of our great men. Perhaps they may adopt the qualities that have been ascribed to them, and thus good may be done. I shall not undeceive future generations." 
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George Washington 
"It would be peculiarly improper to omit in this first official act my fervent supplications to that Almighty Being who rules over the universe, who presides in the councils of nations, and whose providential aids can supply every human defect, that His benediction may consecrate to the liberties and happiness of the people of the United States a Government instituted by themselves for these essential purposes." – First Inaugural Address (April 30, 1789) 

"Our sincere and humble thanks for His kind care and protection of the people of this country previous to their becoming a nation; for the signal and manifold mercies and the favorable interpositions of His providence in the course and conclusion of the late war." – Thanksgiving Proclamation (Oct. 3, 1789) 
George Washington and the Great Seal 
at the U.S. Capitol 
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In the Latin motto above the Eye of Providence, annuit literally means "to nod." If the Eye is giving us a nod, might it also on occasion give us a wink? Perhaps the ancient Egyptians thought so when they wrote: 

"The eye opened and closed, 
blinking once perhaps as it does every million years."

In their writings and with their imagery, 
the Founding Fathers conveyed their experience 
that Providence favors the American cause. 
But what is the American cause?
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"The Ancient of Days" by William Blake 
from Europe: A Prophecy (1774) 
Whitworth Art Gallery, University of Manchester 


Great Seal Symbols 
A Cloud 
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A Cloud Over the American Eagle

The cloud first appeared in the design for the reverse side of the Great Seal suggested by the first committee (1776) – part of Benjamin Franklin's idea: 

"Pharaoh sitting in an open Chariot, a Crown on his head and a Sword in his hand, passing through the divided Waters of the Red Sea in Pursuit of the Israelites: Rays from a Pillar of Fire in the Cloud, expressive of the divine Presence and Command, beaming on Moses who stands on the shore and extending his hand over the Sea causes it to overwhelm Pharaoh." 

"Motto: Rebellion to Tyrants is Obedience to God." 

In the final Great Seal design, a cloud is part of the crest above the eagle. 
According to the official description: 

a golden glory is "breaking through a cloud" 
and surrounding thirteen stars 
forming a silver Constellation on a blue field.

On America's official Great Seal, the rays of light are blocked by the cloud.
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1786         2003 

Today the symbolic light of Providence 
does not shine upon the American Eagle. 

Many of America's founders were known for their foresight. (Perhaps their circumstances forced them to think ahead: a simple exchange of letters could take weeks or months.) 

Having searched history for models of government, wise and otherwise, they were very aware of the past . But their fluency with time extended in both directions. America's founders were also conscious of the future. 

Today we live in the era of instant communication, in a world crammed with complexity. It's understandable why we tend to be shortsighted, with a diminished sense of history. Unfortunately, poor hindsight becomes dim foresight.

Our shortsightedness is reflected in the Great Seal, 
symbolized by the cloud blocking the light.

	NOTE: Although the cloud is usually depicted as several cloud puffs, this symbolic element is referred to in the singular. And the number of cloud puffs is not specified. It is for the artist or engraver to decide.


Illustration of the first committee's suggestion for the reverse side of Great Seal 
was made by Benson J. Lossing for Harper's New Monthly Magazine in July 1856. 

Commentary on our lack of foresight today – 
symbolized by the light of providence not "breaking through a cloud," 
as specified in the original 1782 design of the Great Seal. 
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"Pay attention, or I'll have to repeat myself." – History 

Case in point: Our failure to seriously consider ahead of time an almost certain casualty of war in the Middle East – the environment and the human, animal, and plant life it supports.

	Clouds of War

Only a decade ago, the Kuwaiti oil well fires horrified the world. 
Images of burning wells were the media's poster child. 

  "Saddam makes the planet his latest victim." 
         A War Against the Earth (Time, Feb. 4, 1991) 

  "Ecological devastation worse than anyone imagined." 
         A Man-Made Hell on Earth (Time, Mar. 18, 1991) 

  "The most hellish man-made inferno the earth has ever seen." 
         Getting Blacker Every Day (Time, May 27, 1991) 
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"The oil fires burned for a year and a half. During that time, they polluted the air, land and water, smearing the countryside and everything in it with an acrid oily residue. In addition, some 60 million barrels of oil gushed out of the broken wellheads onto the land. They created 246 lakes that would eventually cover nearly 50 square kilometers of desert. 

"According to Green Cross, today nearly 95 percent of the oil has been recovered and much of it sold. But the remaining 5 percent, though seemingly a negligible amount, is wreaking havoc upon Kuwait's arid ecosystems. As it percolates downward, the oil contaminates the nation's freshwater aquifers. Already some 40 percent of Kuwait's freshwater supply are no longer drinkable. Experts estimate Kuwait's strategic reserves at two days. Worst of all, there is at present no technological fix for this problem. 

"Scorched earth scenarios like Kuwait have taught us that warfare hurts not only our enemies, but the environment too. And because nature knows no borders, that injury rebounds to hurt us. 

"Politicians can end hostilities with a telegram, a fax, a telephone call. But they cannot stop the ecological processes set in motion by the resort to arms. Once unleashed upon the environment, the destructive power of modern weapons is not easily undone. It reaches across the years to threaten and harm those who may not even have been born when the war was already over." 
– Jean-Michel Cousteau (Nov. 26, 2000) 
So why the national amnesia in 2002? 

Iraq has twice as many oil wells. And no sea water nearby, which was necessary to extinguish the Kuwaiti fires. And this time, the burning wells are likely to be contaminated with chemical, biological, and/or nuclear poison – making the fires even more difficult to extinguish. 


The media wakes up. 

• Firefighters may get slow start in Iraq – USA Today, Feb. 19, 2003 
"The handful of companies that specialize in fighting such fires were contacted six weeks ago by the Defense Department.... Estimated costs for a worst-case scenario in Iraq have been as high as $50 billion... No one knows who will pay for it.... 

"Saddam might rig wells to flow into the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, which supply fresh water to much of the Middle East... Other concerns are minefields, unexploded ordnance and oil wells booby-trapped with chemical and biological weapons." 

• Teams ill prepared to battle Iraqi oil well fires – Reuters, Jan. 30, 2003 
"In Kuwait there was a willing and wealthy government to finance the work and provide contracts, and planning began four months before the wells were ignited. This isn't the case in Iraq. The U.S. or the U.N. may have to pay, and there has been almost no planning... 

"Such an attack threatens to be worse than a repetition of the oil blazes in Kuwait, which spilled 50 million barrels of oil onto the desert, 10 million barrels into the ocean, and reduced 500 million barrels into thick black clouds... It made the Exxon Valdez look like a drop in the bucket... 

"With response time of the essence, well control firms said they expect one hurdle to be finding water supplies for some of the major Iraqi fields... The prospect of reversing oil pipelines from the Mideast Gulf to supply water to damaged fields, as was done in the dry areas of Kuwait, has been made less attractive due to the threat of sabotage in a postwar Iraq." 

"One power... who has no foresight... is now wanting 
to plunge the world into a holocaust." – Nelson Mandela (Jan. 2003) 

	Official Conclusion of World War II 
Battleship Missouri 
Tokyo Bay

"A new era is upon us. Even the lesson of victory itself brings with it profound concern, both for our future security and the survival of civilization. 

"We have had our last chance. If we do not now devise some greater and more equitable system, Armageddon will be at our door... It must be of the spirit if we are to save the flesh." 
– General Douglas MacArthur 
September 2, 1945 


"After much occasion to consider the folly and mischiefs of a state of warfare, and the little or no advantage obtained even by those nations who have conducted it with the most success, I have been apt to think that there has never been, or ever will be, any such thing as a good war, or a bad peace." – Benjamin Franklin (1782) 

"So we pray to Him now for the vision to see our way clearly – to see the way that leads to a better life for ourselves and for all our fellow men – to the achievement of His will to peace on Earth." – Franklin D. Roosevelt, 1945 Inaugural Address 
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"Where there is no vision, the people perish."

If the physical reality of America is her natural environment, 
then isn't a disregard for the environment essentially anti-America? 

	U.S. Lack of Foresight Goes Galactic

Nuclear contamination in the form of plutonium (named after Pluto, god of the underworld) is the pinnacle of pollution. A single pound can give lung cancer to every person on Earth. Plutonium is the product of nuclear reactors. (Their byproduct is heat to boil water.) Once created, plutonium remains poisonous for more than 500,000 years.

America is now spreading radioactive contamination to the solar system. Launched in October 1997 – amidst public as well as scientific protest – the Cassini mission was the first of 12 plutonium-laden missiles destined to map the outer planets and their moons. It carried 72 pounds of plutonium to the region of Saturn. There it sent a probe down to land on Titan, Saturn's most promising moon for sustaining life.

The size of a small planet, Titan has an atmosphere primarily composed of nitrogen and rich in hydrocarbons – similar to Earth's early atmosphere. This probe will only transmit data for a few hours, but will deliver almost a pound of plutonium dioxide to the surface of Titan. (That should certainly jump-start evolution there.) 
Related story: Depleted uranium is radioactive for billions of years. 


To believe we are capable of safely storing radioactive waste, 
even for hundreds of years, is the epitome of shortsightedness. 

	The Eagle and the Arrow 
An Aesop's Fable 

An Eagle was soaring through the air. Suddenly it heard the whizz of an Arrow, and felt the dart pierce its breast. Slowly it fluttered down to earth. Its lifeblood pouring out. Looking at the Arrow with which it had been shot, the Eagle realized that the deadly shaft had been feathered with one of its own plumes." 
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Symbolic Partners – the Flag and the Seal

Flags inspire courage in battle. They promote patriotic love of country. Flags stir the heart. Seen from a distance – bright colors hoisted high to catch the eye – flags help identify a battalion, a ship, a border. They mark territory and represent a nation's physical presence. 

A seal's design is more deliberate and thoughtful – a synergy of images that impact the brain on many levels. Seals inspire the mind. 

Seals are intended to be seen up close, where their details can be considered, their intent divined. Composed of symbols and words, seals graphically capture ideals and express purpose. They are a rich source of inspiration for patriots who think. 

The colors of the Seal are the same used in the American Flag. "White signifies purity and innocence. Red, hardiness and valor. Blue signifies vigilance, perseverance, and justice." 

Patriots honor their nation's Seal, just as they do their Flag. 


You need a flag to wage war, but a seal to forge peace.

patriot derives from Greek patriotes – 
fellow-countrymen, lineage, member, clan 
(derivative of pater FATHER).
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Excerpts from FDR's Four Inaugural Addresses 
1933 | 1937 | 1941 | 1945
Excerpts from Roosevelt's First Inaugural Address (1933) 
This is preeminently the time to speak the truth, the whole truth, frankly and boldly. Nor need we shrink from honestly facing conditions in our country today. This great Nation will endure as it has endured, will revive and will prosper. So, first of all, let me assert my firm belief that the only thing we have to fear is fear itself – nameless, unreasoning, unjustified terror which paralyzes needed efforts to convert retreat into advance. . . . 

Happiness lies not in the mere possession of money; it lies in the joy of achievement, in the thrill of creative effort. The joy and moral stimulation of work no longer must be forgotten in the mad chase of evanescent profits. 

Recognition of the falsity of material wealth as the standard of success goes hand in hand with the abandonment of the false belief that public office and high political position are to be valued only by the standards of pride of place and personal profit; and there must be an end to a conduct in banking and in business which too often has given to a sacred trust the likeness of callous and selfish wrongdoing. Small wonder that confidence languishes, for it thrives only on honesty, on honor, on the sacredness of obligations, on faithful protection, on unselfish performance; without them it cannot live. . . . 

Our Constitution is so simple and practical that it is possible always to meet extraordinary needs by changes in emphasis and arrangement without loss of essential form. That is why our constitutional system has proved itself the most superbly enduring political mechanism the modern world has produced. It has met every stress of vast expansion of territory, of foreign wars, of bitter internal strife, of world relations. . . . 

I shall ask the Congress for the one remaining instrument to meet the crisis – broad Executive power to wage a war against the emergency, as great as the power that would be given to me if we were in fact invaded by a foreign foe. . . .



Excerpts from Roosevelt's Second Inaugural Address (1937) 
Instinctively we recognized a deeper need – the need to find through government the instrument of our united purpose to solve for the individual the ever-rising problems of a complex civilization. Repeated attempts at their solution without the aid of government had left us baffled and bewildered. For, without that aid, we had been unable to create those moral controls over the services of science which are necessary to make science a useful servant instead of a ruthless master of mankind. To do this we knew that we must find practical controls over blind economic forces and blindly selfish men. 

We of the Republic sensed the truth that democratic government has innate capacity to protect its people against disasters once considered inevitable, to solve problems once considered unsolvable. We would not admit that we could not find a way to master economic epidemics just as, after centuries of fatalistic suffering, we had found a way to master epidemics of disease. We refused to leave the problems of our common welfare to be solved by the winds of chance and the hurricanes of disaster. . . . 

This year marks the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the Constitutional Convention which made us a nation. At that Convention our forefathers found the way out of the chaos which followed the Revolutionary War; they created a strong government with powers of united action sufficient then and now to solve problems utterly beyond individual or local solution. A century and a half ago they established the Federal Government in order to promote the general welfare and secure the blessings of liberty to the American people. 

Today we invoke those same powers of government to achieve the same objectives. 

Four years of new experience have not belied our historic instinct. They hold out the clear hope that government within communities, government within the separate States, and government of the United States can do the things the times require, without yielding its democracy. . . . 

Nearly all of us recognize that as intricacies of human relationships increase, so power to govern them also must increase – power to stop evil; power to do good. The essential democracy of our Nation and the safety of our people depend not upon the absence of power, but upon lodging it with those whom the people can change or continue at stated intervals through an honest and free system of elections. . . . 

In that purpose we have been helped by achievements of mind and spirit. Old truths have been relearned; untruths have been unlearned. We have always known that heedless self-interest was bad morals; we know now that it is bad economics. . . . 

We are beginning to abandon our tolerance of the abuse of power by those who betray for profit the elementary decencies of life. . . . 

In this process, evil things formerly accepted will not be so easily condoned. Hardheadedness will not so easily excuse hardheartedness. . . . 

I see a great nation, upon a great continent, blessed with a great wealth of natural resources. Its hundred and thirty million people are at peace among themselves; they are making their country a good neighbor among the nations. I see a United States which can demonstrate that, under democratic methods of government, national wealth can be translated into a spreading volume of human comforts hitherto unknown, and the lowest standard of living can be raised far above the level of mere subsistence. . . . 

Government is competent when all who compose it work as trustees for the whole people. It can make constant progress when it keeps abreast of all the facts. It can obtain justified support and legitimate criticism when the people receive true information of all that government does. . . .



Excerpts from Roosevelt's Third Inaugural Address (1941) 
On each national day of inauguration since 1789, the people have renewed their sense of dedication to the United States. In Washington's day the task of the people was to create and weld together a nation. 

In Lincoln's day the task of the people was to preserve that Nation from disruption from within. 

In this day the task of the people is to save that Nation and its institutions from disruption from without. . . . 

Lives of nations are determined not by the count of years, but by the lifetime of the human spirit. The life of a man is three-score years and ten: a little more, a little less. The life of a nation is the fullness of the measure of its will to live. . . . 

A nation, like a person, has a body – a body that must be fed and clothed and housed, invigorated and rested, in a manner that measures up to the objectives of our time. 

A nation, like a person, has a mind – a mind that must be kept informed and alert, that must know itself, that understands the hopes and the needs of its neighbors – all the other nations that live within the narrowing circle of the world. 

And a nation, like a person, has something deeper, something more permanent, something larger than the sum of all its parts. It is that something which matters most to its future – which calls forth the most sacred guarding of its present. 

It is a thing for which we find it difficult – even impossible – to hit upon a single, simple word. 

And yet we all understand what it is – the spirit – the faith of America. It is the product of centuries. It was born in the multitudes of those who came from many lands – some of high degree, but mostly plain people, who sought here, early and late, to find freedom more freely. 

The democratic aspiration is no mere recent phase in human history. It is human history. It permeated the ancient life of early peoples. It blazed anew in the middle ages. It was written in Magna Carta. 

In the Americas its impact has been irresistible. America has been the New World in all tongues, to all peoples, not because this continent was a new-found land, but because all those who came here believed they could create upon this continent a new life – a life that should be new in freedom. 

Its vitality was written into our own Mayflower Compact, into the Declaration of Independence, into the Constitution of the United States, into the Gettysburg Address. 

Those who first came here to carry out the longings of their spirit, and the millions who followed, and the stock that sprang from them – all have moved forward constantly and consistently toward an ideal which in itself has gained stature and clarity with each generation. . . . 

It is not enough to clothe and feed the body of this Nation, and instruct and inform its mind. For there is also the spirit. And of the three, the greatest is the spirit. 

Without the body and the mind, as all men know, the Nation could not live. 

But if the spirit of America were killed, even though the Nation's body and mind, constricted in an alien world, lived on, the America we know would have perished. 

That spirit – that faith – speaks to us in our daily lives in ways often unnoticed, because they seem so obvious. It speaks to us here in the Capital of the Nation. It speaks to us through the processes of governing in the sovereignties of 48 States. It speaks to us in our counties, in our cities, in our towns, and in our villages. It speaks to us from the other nations of the hemisphere, and from those across the seas – the enslaved, as well as the free. Sometimes we fail to hear or heed these voices of freedom because to us the privilege of our freedom is such an old, old story. 

The destiny of America was proclaimed in words of prophecy spoken by our first President in his first inaugural in 1789 – words almost directed, it would seem, to this year of 1941: "The preservation of the sacred fire of liberty and the destiny of the republican model of government are justly considered deeply, finally, staked on the experiment entrusted to the hands of the American people." 

If we lose that sacred fire – if we let it be smothered with doubt and fear – then we shall reject the destiny which Washington strove so valiantly and so triumphantly to establish. The preservation of the spirit and faith of the Nation does, and will, furnish the highest justification for every sacrifice that we may make in the cause of national defense. 

In the face of great perils never before encountered, our strong purpose is to protect and to perpetuate the integrity of democracy. 

For this we muster the spirit of America, and the faith of America. 

We do not retreat. We are not content to stand still. As Americans, we go forward, in the service of our country, by the will of God. 



Excerpts from Roosevelt's Fourth Inaugural Address (1945) 
We Americans of today, together with our allies, are passing through a period of supreme test. It is a test of our courage, our resolve, our wisdom, and our essential democracy. 

If we meet that test – successfully and honorably – we shall perform a service of historic importance which men and women and children will honor throughout all time. . . . 

We shall strive for perfection. We shall not achieve it immediately – but we still shall strive. We may make mistakes – but they must never be mistakes which result from faintness of heart or abandonment of moral principle. . . . 

The great fact to remember is that the trend of civilization itself is forever upward; that a line drawn through the middle of the peaks and the valleys of the centuries always has an upward trend. 

Our Constitution of 1787 was not a perfect instrument; it is not perfect yet. But it provided a firm base upon which all manner of men, of all races and colors and creeds, could build our solid structure of democracy. 

And so today, in this year of war, 1945, we have learned lessons – at a fearful cost – and we shall profit by them. 

We have learned that we cannot live alone, at peace; that our own well-being is dependent on the well-being of other nations far away. We have learned that we must live as men, not as ostriches, nor as dogs in the manger. 

We have learned to be citizens of the world, members of the human community. 

We have learned the simple truth, as Emerson said, that "The only way to have a friend is to be one." We can gain no lasting peace if we approach it with suspicion and mistrust or with fear. We can gain it only if we proceed with the understanding, the confidence, and the courage which flow from conviction. 

The Almighty God has blessed our land in many ways. He has given our people stout hearts and strong arms with which to strike mighty blows for freedom and truth. He has given to our country a faith which has become the hope of all peoples in an anguished world. 

So we pray to Him now for the vision to see our way clearly – to see the way that leads to a better life for ourselves and for all our fellow men – to the achievement of His will to peace on earth.

People of the Great Seal 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt
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FDR Puts the Great Seal on the One-Dollar Bill in 1935

The story of how President Franklin Delano Roosevelt decided to put both sides of the Great Seal on the back of the one-dollar bill is recorded in a letter from then Secretary of Agriculture (and later Vice President) Henry A. Wallace. On February 6, 1951, Wallace wrote:

	"In 1934 when I was Sec. of Agriculture I was waiting in the outer office of Secretary [of State Cordell] Hull and as I waited I amused myself by picking up a State Department publication which was on a stand there entitled, 'The History of the Seal of the United States.' Turning to page 53 I noted the colored reproduction of the reverse side of the Seal. The Latin phrase Novus Ordo Seclorum impressed me as meaning the New Deal of the Ages. Therefore I took the publication to President Roosevelt and suggested a coin be put out with the obverse and reverse sides of the Seal. Roosevelt as he looked at the colored reproduction of the Seal was first struck with the representation of the 'All Seeing Eye,' a Masonic representation of The Great Architect of the Universe. Next he was impressed with the idea that the foundation for the new order of the ages had been laid in 1776 but that it would be completed only under the eye of the Great Architect. Roosevelt like myself was a 32nd degree Mason. He suggested that the Seal be put on the dollar bill rather than a coin and took the matter up with the Secretary of the Treasury. When the first draft came back from the Treasury the obverse side was on the left of the bill as is heraldic practice. Roosevelt insisted that the order be reversed so that the phrase 'of the United States' would be under the obverse side of the Seal. I believe he was also responsible for introducing the word 'Great' in the phrase 'The Great Seal' as it is found under the reverse side of the Seal on the left of our dollar bills. Roosevelt was a great stickler for details and loved playing with them, no matter whether it involved the architecture of a house, a post office, or a dollar bill."


[image: image64.jpg]



Back of the earlier, 1934 one-dollar bill

Wallace later added further details to the story, in his 1955 letter to Secretary of the Treasury George M. Humphrey: 

	"I was struck by the fact that the reverse side of the Great Seal had never been used. I called it to Roosevelt's attention. He brought it up in Cabinet meeting and asked James Farley [Postmaster General and a Roman Catholic] if he thought the Catholics would have any objection to the 'All Seeing Eye' which he as a Mason looked on as a Masonic symbol of Deity. Farley said 'no, there would be no objection.'"


Wallace's assumptions were incorrect: 
• It had always been called the "Great" Seal (since 1782). 
• Novus Ordo Seclorum does not mean the New "Deal" of the ages.

Roosevelt's speech at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier (1940) explains 
the logical, practical meaning of "a new order of the ages."

The Great Seal is a uniquely American symbol. Its revolutionary arrangement of natural elements (eagle, olive branch, stars, cloud, light, eye) and universal symbols (pyramid, arrows, shield) does not belong to any one group – past or present, covert or overt. Patriotic Americans honor and protect their Great Seal as they do their flag.
The radiant eye is a universal symbol of higher consciousness.

According to the official history of the Great Seal: "It seems likely that the designers of the Great Seal and the Masons took their symbols from parallel sources, and unlikely that the seal designers consciously copied Masonic symbols with the intention of incorporating Masonic symbolism into the national coat of arms." 

Whose Seal Is It? 
Wall Street's, the Masons', or Yours?
The Great Seal is the official sign of sovereignty of the United States of America. It is not a decoration on money nor a symbol that belongs to any special group – past or present, covert or overt.

Its story began in 1776, more than a century and a half before it first appeared on the one-dollar bill. Designing the Great Seal involved three committees, six years, and several of America's most gifted founders, representing diverse experiences and points-of-views.

The Great Seal is truly a revolutionary American creation, unique in the world of heraldry and symbolism. – an original arrangement of natural elements (eagle, olive branch, stars, cloud, light rays, eye) and universal symbols (pyramid, arrows, shield).

Americans should know that the Great Seal is their national emblem. 
Patriots honor and protect it, just as they do the Flag.

	Freemasonry and Members of the Great Seal Design Committees 

1. Definitely a Mason: Benjamin Franklin. 

2. Definitely not Masons: John Adams and Charles Thomson. 

3. No firm evidence of a Masonic connection, although allegations of such a connection have been noted: Thomas Jefferson, James Lovell, Francis Hopkinson, Arthur Middleton, and John Rutledge. 

4. No records at all, so presumably not Masons: Pierre Du Simitière, John Morin Scott, William Church Houston, Arthur Lee, Elias Boudinot, and William Barton (although he has at times been confused with another William Barton who was a Mason). 

– U.S. State Department*


	"Use of the eye in art forms, including medallic art, as a symbol for an omniscient and ubiquitous Deity was a well established artistic convention quite apart from Masonic symbolism, and Du Simitière, an artist, would have been aware of this. 

"As to the pyramid, there was widespread interest in Egypt and things Egyptian in the eighteenth century, and in the Library Company of Philadelphia there was a detailed work entitled 'Pyramidographia' which would have been available to both Hopkinson and Barton.

"It seems likely that the designers of the Great Seal and the Masons took their symbols from parallel sources, and unlikely that the seal designers consciously copied Masonic symbols with the intention of incorporating Masonic symbolism into the national coat of arms."
– U.S. State Department*


"The Great Seal of the United States is not a Masonic emblem, nor does it contain hidden Masonic symbols. The details are there for anyone to check, who's willing to rely on historical fact, rather than hysterical fiction. 

"The interpretation of the eye on the seal is subtly different from the interpretation used by Masons. The eye in the pyramid is not nor has it ever been a Masonic symbol."

– Masonic Service Association of the United States

* Richard S. Patterson and Richardson Dougall, The Eagle and the Shield: A History of the Great Seal of the United States, 1976. Published by the Office of the Historian, Bureau of Public Affairs, Department of State, under the auspices of the American Revolution Bicentennial Administration. 681 pages.

Reference: The Eagle and the Shield, by Richard S. Patterson & Richardson Dougall, 
published in 1976 by the Office of the Historian, Department of State. 

FDR's annotated dollar proof courtesy of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing.

Excerpts from FDR's Four Inaugural Addresses 

The story of how the Eagle and the Pyramid got on the Great Seal: 
The Eagle Speaks | The Pyramid and I
13 Time Periods on the Great Seal's Pyramid
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1945 – America Ascending

The United States' decisive victory in World War II was accomplished by a united effort of herculean proportions. It was made possible by men and women who dedicated their hearts and minds and lives to fight for their country and protect human freedom everywhere. All of us today owe this generation a debt of gratitude beyond our capacity to ever repay.

With the conclusion of World War II, 1945 becomes one of the most significant years in the entire history of the United States. On the Great Seal's pyramid time line, 1945 represents the top of the unfinished pyramid where the gap begins beneath the eye in the triangle.

This 13-course pyramid-base symbolizes the real foundation of the United States – encompassing 169 years of American history – from the sudden appearance of this new and revolutionary nation in 1776, to its worldwide predominance in 1945.

Now, all nations were looking toward America. Who were these guys? They defeated enemies across two oceans and several continents; helped save millions from servitude to fascist masters; and opened the Nuclear Age. The pyramid-base is much like a stage. Now it was built, but what would the world see next on this American stage?

"America stands at this moment at the summit of the world." 
– Winston Churchill
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The following message was broadcast via radio to the American people by General Douglas MacArthur from the battleship Missouri in Tokyo Bay on September 2, 1945 – after the surrender ceremonies that officially concluded World War II. These first words of peace capture that extraordinary moment of transformation, eloquently acknowledging the sacrifice given and recognizing the challenges ahead.

	"My fellow countrymen, today the guns are silent. A great tragedy has ended. A great victory has been won. The skies no longer rain death – the seas bear only commerce – men everywhere walk upright in the sunlight. The entire world is quietly at peace. The holy mission has been completed, and in reporting this to you, the people, I speak for the thousands of silent lips, forever stilled among the jungles and the beaches and in the deep waters of the Pacific which marked the way. I speak for the unnamed brave millions homeward bound to take up the challenge of that future which they did so much to salvage from the brink of disaster. 

"As I look back on the long tortuous trail from those grim days of Bataan and Corregidor, when an entire world lived in fear, when democracy was on the defensive everywhere, when modern civilization trembled in the balance, I thank a merciful God that He has given us the faith, the courage, and the power from which to mold victory. We have known the bitterness of defeat and the exultation of triumph, and from both we have learned there can be no turning back. We must go forward to preserve in peace what we won in war. 

"A new era is upon us. Even the lesson of victory itself brings with it profound concern, both for our future security and the survival of civilization. The destructiveness of the war potential, through progressive advances in scientific discovery, has in fact now reached a point which revises the traditional concept of war. 

"Men since the beginning of time have sought peace. Various methods through the ages have attempted to devise an international process to prevent or settle disputes between nations. From the very start workable methods were found insofar as individual citizens were concerned, but the mechanics of an instrumentality of larger international scope have never been successful. Military alliance, balances of power, leagues of nations, all in turn failed, leaving the only path to be by way of the crucible of war. We have had our last chance. If we do not now devise some greater and more equitable system Armageddon will be at our door. The problem basically is theological and involves a spiritual recrudescence and improvement of human character that will synchronize with our almost matchless advance in science, art, literature, and all material and cultural developments of the past two thousand years. It must be of the spirit if we are to save the flesh. 

"We stand in Tokyo today reminiscent of our countryman, Commodore Perry, ninety-two years ago. His purpose was to bring to Japan an era of enlightenment and progress, by lifting the veil of isolation to the friendship, trade, and commerce of the world. But alas the knowledge thereby gained of Western science was forged into an instrument of oppression and human enslavement. Freedom of expression, freedom of action, even freedom of thought were denied through appeal to superstition, and through the application of force. We are committed by the Potsdam Declaration of principles to see that the Japanese people are liberated from this condition of slavery. It is my purpose to implement this commitment just as rapidly as the armed forces are demobilized and other essential steps taken to neutralize the war potential. 

"The energy of the Japanese race, if properly directed, will enable expansion vertically rather than horizontally. If the talents of the race are turned into constructive channels, the country can lift itself from its present deplorable state into a position of dignity. 

"To the Pacific basin has come the vista of a new emancipated world. Today, freedom is on the offensive, democracy is on the march. Today, in Asia as well as in Europe, unshackled peoples are tasting the full sweetness of liberty, the relief from fear. 

"In the Philippines, America has evolved a model for this new free world of Asia. In the Philippines, America has demonstrated that peoples of the East and peoples of the West may walk side by side in mutual respect and with mutual benefit. The history of our sovereignty there has now the full confidence of the East. 

"And so, my fellow countrymen, today I report to you that your sons and daughters have served you well and faithfully with the calm, deliberate, determined fighting spirit of the American soldier and sailor, based upon a tradition of historical truth as against the fanaticism of any enemy supported only by mythological fiction. Their spiritual strength and power has brought us through to victory. They are homeward bound – take care of them." 


The following observations are from Mr. Toshikazu Kase, the member of the Japanese surrender party who reported his impressions of the surrender ceremony to the Emperor.

	"When the Supreme Commander finished, I wrote in my report the impression his words had made on me. He is a man of peace. Never has the truth of the line 'peace has her victories no less renowned than war' been more eloquently demonstrated. He is a man of light. Radiantly, the gathering rays of his magnanimous soul embrace the earth, his footsteps paving the world with light. Is it not a piece of rare good fortune, I asked myself, that a man of such caliber and character should have been designated as the Supreme Commander who will shape the destiny of Japan? In the dark hour of our despair and distress, a bright light is ushered in, in the very person of General MacArthur. 

"While the destroyer sped home, I wrote down hurriedly the impressions of the surrender ceremony which Shigemitsu took to the Throne immediately after our return to the Capitol, as the Emperor was anxiously waiting for his report. At the end of this report, in which I dwelt at length upon the superb address of the Supreme Commander, I raised a question whether it would have been possible for us, had we been victorious, to embrace the vanquished with a similar magnanimity. Clearly it would have been different. Returning from the audience, Shigemitsu told me that the Emperor nodded with a sigh in agreement. 

"Indeed, a distance inexpressible by numbers separates us – America from Japan. After all, we were not beaten on the battlefield by dint of superior arms. We were defeated in the spiritual contest by virtue of a nobler idea. The real issue was moral – beyond all the powers of algebra to compute. 

"The day will come when recorded time, age on age, will seem but a point in retrospect. However, happen what may in the future, this Big Day on the Missouri will stand out as one of the brightest dates in history, with General MacArthur as a shining obelisk in the desert of human endeavor that marks a timeless march onward toward an enduring peace." 
from Douglas MacArthur's 1964 autobiography, Reminiscences 


Nations and religions were founded to elevate the human spirit, 
so if any war is "holy," it will be one fought to protect human freedom, 
not to promote national or religious power.
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According to Article IV, Section 4 of the U.S. Constitution: 

The United States shall protect its people 
against Invasion and against domestic Violence.

This provision obligates and empowers "We the People" to protect ourselves. 
And it includes environmental pollution that threatens our safety, 
whether chemical, biological, genetic, nuclear or other origin. 

1787 

Violence vs. Insurrection

By "domestic violence," the framers of the Constitution meant harm we would do to ourselves, self-inflicted damage beyond the powers of the states to contend with. 

On August 30, 1787, a motion was made to strike out "domestic violence" and insert in its place the term "insurrections." That motion was defeated. Violence was clearly intended to mean more than just rebellions or physical challenge to government. 

Alexander Hamilton considered domestic dangers "more alarming than the arms and arts of foreign nations," and that the entire resources of the nation are to be made available to deal with a condition of domestic violence. 

The framers said that spending – for whatever danger was at hand – "ought to know no other bounds than the exigencies of the nation and the resources of the community." 
Further background to Art. IV Sec. 4 
2003 

Heart of the Constitution

The United States is like a fleet of 50 ships. If a ship caught fire, the fleet would come to its rescue – no matter if the fire had started in the engine room or from a missile strike. The fleet would provide whatever was necessary to protect the passengers and crew. 

Broadly interpreting violence, the framers of the Constitution included Article IV, Section 4 so that people in each state could rely on the full strength of their United States to protect them from harm that threatens their safety. 

Today this includes modern forms of violence, because the framers provided for future possibilities when they crafted the Constitution. 

This is not about a current Administration's policy. Nor about a federal government that is often itself the problem. It is about We the People – our right and responsibility to protect each other. 

Article IV, Section 4 of the U.S. Constitution

"The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a Republican Form of Government, and shall protect each of them against Invasion; and on Application of the Legislature, or of the Executive (when the Legislature cannot be convened) against domestic Violence."
Don't be put off by the words "to every state" and "each of them." For both phrases, just substitute "its people." The U. S. Supreme Court clearly held that the word state in Section 4 refers to the people. Not to the states as governmental entities. [Texas v. White, 74 U.S. (7 Wall.) 700 (1868)] 

Sometimes called the "domestic violence clause," Article IV, Section 4 authorizes the people's representatives in a state or states to call upon the nation's united strength for protection. 

Content 
Our Constitutional Mandate to Protect Each Other 
The Cause of Educational Decline 
Why Government is Mistrusted 
Pollution and the Brain 
Tyrants of Today 

Introduction

The Great Protection Guaranteed 
by the U.S. Constitution

The most important reason why people form a government is for safety and protection. Even the word government originates from an ancient word meaning "to steer or pilot," as with a ship or an airplane. First and foremost, our American ship of state must be guided safely toward its destination.

What is America's Goal? 
According to the Declaration of Independence, it is "Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness." Furthermore, it is the "Right of the People" to organize their government so its powers are "most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness."

According to the Constitution,. "We, the People of the United States" are to: 

· Form a more perfect union 

· Establish justice 

· Insure domestic tranquility 

· Provide for the common defense 

· Promote the general welfare 

· Secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity 

All of these goals require one important thing: a government with the power to protect its citizens. The people who created the government of the United States understood this, and they spelled it out clearly in Article IV, Section 4, which essentially says: The United States shall protect us against violence. 

What is Violence? 
Violence is whatever violates a person. It is not limited to war or terrorism. It comes in many forms: a rifle butt or bullet to the head; neurotoxins or heavy metals that kill brain cells.

Violence is any harm done to someone or to a group of people. Today, it can be caused by biological weapons, nuclear contamination, or chemical pollution. Contaminated food, water, or air are all forms of violence that can threaten safety and life – some more slowly and subtly than others.

Foresight and Provision 
The framers wrote the Constitution knowing that America would be a very different place in the future. They used language that would make sense in centuries to come. Because they understood human nature and knew we are our own worst enemy, they made sure that the Constitution provided a legal way for us to protect ourselves, even from self-inflicted harms.

They realized that danger could originate from inside our borders as well as from outside. Therefore, no matter the source of violence threatening the safety of Americans, they gave the federal government the power to protect – and the obligation to do so.

Heart of the Constitution 
Article IV, Section 4 was not an afterthought. It is not an Amendment to the Constitution. It is the essential rationale for our federal government's very existence. The intention and responsibility expressed in this clause is at the core the U.S. Constitution.

From his study of the Constitutional Convention, former environmental attorney Michael Diamond sees in the domestic violence clause even more than the lifeline that ensures our basic need for safety. It also embodies the fundamental responsibility we have toward one another:

The United States (We) shall protect us 
In a sense, Article IV, Section 4 is a "Bill of Responsibilities" – a counterpoint to the Bill of Rights that followed. Today, we demand our rights as Americans, but overlook our responsibilities.

This is not about a government that is so often counterproductive, incompetent, or corrupt. It is not about anonymous bureaucrats making irresponsible or selfish decisions.

It is about a national team effort to protect each other. We the people have been given the mandate to determine the action needed to ensure our own safety.

Diamond cautions that "representational government (as we have it) without citizen involvement insures failure. Every person and every organization must devote some portion of every day to assuring survival in this environmental crisis. There can be no passengers – only crew – on a sinking ship." 

He believes this clause can "become the glue that allows people to come together as one to change the face of this country and world. . . It is the means by which we can change this greed-driven world to one of love and concern as we put into effect the obligation of us all, using Article IV, Section 4, to care for and protect each other."

History Believes in You 
Never before has humanity faced the new forms of violence that assault us today, but there's no doubt that the founders would point to the lifeline they left us and say, "Here is the power to protect yourselves. Use it!"

Thomas Jefferson said that the founding principles are "the road which alone leads to peace, liberty, and safety." 

Many today feel a strong connection with America's Founding Fathers. The word patriot derives from pater, Greek for "father." But if the people who gave us our freedom were to suddenly manifest – and ask what we have done with our liberty – what would we say to them? 

Many thanks to Michael Diamond 
for his eye-opening, hope-filled book: 

If You Can Keep It: 
A Constitutional Roadmap to Environmental Security 

Read Chapter One 

Read Book Reviews: 
Townsend Letter for Doctors and Patients 
Spirit of Change | Food & Water 

The Constitution's 'Green' Secret 
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At the Constitutional Convention held in Philadelphia during the summer of 1787, few delegates disagreed with Alexander Hamilton's assessment that' "men were ambitious, vindictive and rapacious." Del egates considered domestic dangers to be "more alarming than the arms and arts of foreign nations." In the intervening centu ries, environmental shortsightedness and misplaced self-interest have joined to cre ate unprecedented threats of harm to the human species. 

The framers of the Constitution not only foresaw the root cause of our problem, but also provided an effective means for its cure: Article IV, Section 4 of the Constitu tion, which states: "The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a Repub lican form of government, and shall protect each of them against invasion; and on application of the Legislature, or of the Executive (when the Legislature cannot be convened), against do mestic violence." 

The harm that we have done and are doing to ourselves by carelessness and in difference to the environment has brought about a condition of "domestic violence." 

Environmental contamination has poi soned air, water, soil and food supplies in ways that are analogous to acts of sabotage or war. These incidents have resulted in loss of long-term resources (e.g., aquifers and forest ecosystems) and damage to private property. People have died as a result of exposure to toxic and carcinogenic com pounds in their environments. Individual health, well-being, human potential and even intellectual capacity have been put at risk by those exposures. (The US Supreme Court has deemed the phrase "each of them" in Section 4 to include citizens of the various states.) 

The framers clearly intended the term "domestic violence" to refer generally to the infliction of harm or injury to persons or property on a broad-enough scale to threaten survival. On August 30, 1787, a motion was made to strike out "domestic violence" and insert in its place the term "insurrections." That motion was defeated. "Violence" was clearly intended to mean more than just rebellions or forms of physical challenge to government. 

"...To Assure Survival..."

Our danger is both extreme and immediate. Assuring survival has always been the first duty of government. It was for that purpose that we formed governments and gave up great measures of personal sovereignty. 

Can the federal government afford to spend $10 trillion to begin dealing with the widespread health effects of pollution, accomplish the clean-ups and eliminate the discharge of toxins? The question has little to do with economics and everything to do with the definition of national security. We spent more than that sum on a perceived military threat. Can we spend less on an actual, physical one? 

At the Constitutional Convention, James Madison observed that "A standing military force with an overgrown executive will not long be safe companions to liberty. The means of defense against foreign danger, have been always the instruments of tyranny at home." 

The domestic violence clause is the necessary constitutional counterweight that can accomplish a rapid changeover from supporting a standing army to spending for survival. 

Because the threat to human survival is no less real from environmental domestic violence, the same federal mobilization that was occasioned by World War II ought to take place under the "domestic violence" clause of the Constitution. 

When survival is at stake, the federal government must push lesser endeavors aside, curtail competing interests both public and private, gather the money and the talent necessary to solve the problem, and keep at the task long enough to assure survival. Isn't that why we have governments? 

Large-scale social changes occur rapidly when they are simultaneously embraced by a number of differing constituencies. The domestic violence solution can appeal equally to businesses, environmentalists, public health professionals, insurance companies, banks and religious organizations. This solution could be in place and working in a matter of just a few years. There would finally be enough meaningful jobs for everyone -- doing stewardship work and getting paid for it. 

Because invoking the "domestic violence" clause places so much power in the hands of the federal government, only full, public discussions leading to consensus can put that step on a firm footing. 

Only a constitutional mandate, understood by the people, can bring all of that about. That mandate exists at present in Article IV, Section 4. The clause is nothing less than a road map in a time capsule left for us by the founding fathers who, in their wisdom, knew that we would, in the end, be the authors of our own demise. 

If the "guarantee" portion of Section 4 is -- as Sen. Charles Sumner put it in 1867 -- the "sleeping giant in the Constitution," the domestic violence clause of Section 4 is even more momentous. In short, the framers harnessed a colossus for our use. 







An Emergency Green Government?

Here is a partial list of what an "Emergency Green Government" could accomplish. 

· Require toxic screenings for all children, immediately. 

· Remove lead from all homes and schools. 

· Ban the use of lead, mercury, cadmium and other heavy metals. 

· Require the closure of polluting industries and the seizure of corporate assets to finance clean-up and restoration work. 

· Use seized corporate assets to fund retraining of workers for sustainable jobs. 

· Void clauses in loan documents requiring farmers to use synthetic chemicals. 

· Require changeover from synthetic to organic farming. 

· Resurrect abandoned mass-transit systems. 

· Institute a "Manhattan Project" to stabilize the ozone layer. 

· Elevate the EPA to a cabinet position. 

· Turn the Pentagon into a national archive housing cultural treasures. (At the time of its construction, it was promised that the Pentagon would be turned over to civilian use upon the conclusion of WWII.) 

Please send further suggestions to "Green Government" c/o Earth Island Journal. 
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