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INTRODUCTION,
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TeE original object of the secret rites of fremasonry has been a
subject of inquiry for upwards of six hundred years, and the eni
seems not to have been satisfactorily solved. e initiated, as well
as those without the pale of the order, are equally ignorant of their
derivation and import. What mofe it be # is a question as difficult
%f solu‘tjion now as when first propounded by king Henry VI, of

ngland.

lshe intention of this work is to endeavor to unravel the intricate
web in which the mystery is involved, by tracing the order back to
its source, and, by showing its intimate connection and similitude to
institutions more ancient, put it beyond a doubt, that it sprang from,
and is a continuation of therites and ceremonies observed in those
establishments.

Had a work, taken notice of by the Abbé Barruel, fallen into the
hands of the editor, he would probably have been saved much trou-
ble in the prozecution of this research.—‘‘ We recommend,” says he,
10 our reader to peruse the treatise of a most learned and zealous
mason, dedicated Demen die es Verstehen, or To those who can under-
stand. He leaves no stone unturned throughout antiquity to prove
the identity of the ancient mysteries of Eleusis, of the Jews, of the
Bruids, and of the Egyptians, with those of freemasonry.”

In pursuance of this course, it becomes necessary'Yo take a transient
view of the dogmas and customs of Egypt in the refiiptest periods of
its history ; for it appears evident, that this country was the salient
point from which the religious observances - of the ancient world com-
menced.

What are emphatically called the mysferies, is but another name
for religion ; ang an exposition of what they consisted, is of course
embraced in the subject as forming a parallel with the rites of ma-
sonry. Independent of the main design of the work, these topics in
themselves possess great interest as matters of curiosity; which is
enhanced by observing the close affinity which they bear to the prac-
tices of the masonic order at the present day.

¢ Among all the ancient nations which gnre been distinguished in
history, there is none more worthy of our notice than the kingdom of
Egypt. Ifnot the birth-place, it was the early protector of the scien-
ces; and cherished every species of knowledge, which was known or
cultivated in remote times. It was the principal source from which
the Grecians derived their information ; and, after all its windings and
enlargements, we may still trace the stream of our knowledge to the
banks of the Nile.” (New Edinb. Ency.)

Whatever may be thought of the doctrines of the mysteries, they en-
forced the principles of morality by the most terrific scenical repre-
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mhm'lunof the torments foi;:he wicked o:fthe ouﬁlmnd, andi| ofmt:re
most pleasing spectacles of the happiness of the righteous on the other,
in & future life. These scenes are g.mt!y copied in royal arch masounry,
and the same morals, in like manner, inculcated.

The writer is not a devotee to the mystic rites of the craft: heis
not prepared to vindicate the outrages committed by individuals of
the order, instigated by a fanatical zeal for the protection of frivolous
ceremonies ; nor will he apologize for the use that may have been
made of the fraternity to promote the views of political aspirants. 1f
:ﬁy improper influence in this respect has been employed, as is assert-

, he does not hesitate to pronounce it anti-masonic—aguinst the
rules of the order ;' for both religion, on which itself was originally
founded, as well as politics, are totally excluded from the lodge.

The most material and best founded objection that has been brought
against masonry, is the oaths which it imposes upon the brethren. 1
They are shocking to the taste of the present age : their continuance |
was an enormous blunder in the revivers of the order in 1717. They |
were then no longer necessary. Masonry contains nothing which at -
that time rendered its members amenable to the laws of England.

The false construction put upon these ocaths, has implicated the
order in the foulest deeds; and perhaps caused the masonic obliga~
tions to be considered paramount to legal oaths administered in courts
of law, and thus erted the course of justice. The only means,
therefore, of avoiding this evil, and of wiping away the stain at present
attached to the society, is a total abandonment of the oaths.®

® « At the very threshold of our mysteries, an cath of secrecy, extremely
minute in all its details, and tremendous in its sanctions, has from time im~
memorlal been exacted of every candidate. Itisnot to be supposed that sach
an oath had no foundation at first. It would argue a profligacy incredible,
to invent one so sacred and inviolable merely for the sake of swearing it. Nos
does such a solemnity comport with the design or practices of any association
of architects whatever, For what is there, or what could there ever have
been, in the art of building, or in the whole circle of science o that
could require or even warrant so appalling an obligation ? Neither i
agree with the present state of the institation ; for masonry harbors no treasond §
nor blasyhemies. Its designs at the present day are not only innocent, but § .
lsudable. Itrequires us to fear God and promote the happiness of man. The
inventors of this oath, then, musthave most unpardonably trifled with the
awful solemnity of such an engagement, if, atthe time of its institution, them
did not exista cause, proportionate, atleastin some degree, to the prnﬂm
used against its violation. (Vid.—The way to words by things, oran a
at the retrieval of the ancient Celtic, in a volume of tracts in the library t
Harvard College). What this cause was, we can determine only':zr;u
conjecture. But we may presume that it must have origina [
great personsl danger, if not death, apprehended to members of the instite
tion from the populace, if their secrets were laid open to the world, Evef
mséon, by reflecting on these hints, will satisfy his own mind, that as thy
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However desirable this may be to many of the brethren, it is resist-
ed by others on the absurd and superstitious notion, that no alteration
can take place in “the ancient land-marks” of the institution ; which,
like the laws of the Medes and Persians, must remain eternally
the same: when, notwithstanding, within about fifty years, the old
inclosures have been broken down, and the boundaries of the order
extended s0 as to include an immense territory beyond the ancient
limits.

After this unqualified reprobation of the oaths, I confidently as-
sert, that nothing is taught or practised in the lodges contrary to
the strictest morals. e exposition of the ritual by those even
who are inimical to the order, proves the fact. And, as has been
often urged, if there were no other testimony, the characters of
many of those who are known to be members, is a sufficient gua~
rantee that nothing improper would be tolerated.

It it be said, than:):s]panial feeling is created among the brethren
that operates injuriously to the public good, it may be answered,
that the same objection may be urged against all associations of
indiriduals, whatever may be their views and intentions,

This partiality, by the way, has been the cause of relieving many
in distress, and even saving the lives of valuable citizens. A case
of this kind happened in the American revolutionary war, which is
often alluded to by masonic writers. Col. McKenstry was taken
prisoner by the Indians, who were preparing to put him to a cruel
death. In this emergency, he gave the masonicsign of distress, which
gnud a brother mason, & British officer, to interfere and save his

‘While this transaction reflects honor upon the officer as a mason,
it at the same time leaves an indelible stain upon his character as
aman, which equally attaches to his king and government. What ! em-
ploy savages as auxiliaries in war, and then stand by and look coolly

while they amuse themselves in fomahawking and scalping their
ners, unless the laiter can give the talismanic signal, and pro-
nounce the Shibboleth of masonry ?—But as kings are considered
by their subjects not to be moral agents, but looked upon as minors
oridiots who can do no wrong, the prime minister at the time, Lord
North, and his principal adviser, Lonf Sackville, must bear the bulk of
the odium. )

‘This rule of masons to grant aid to each other under certain circum-
stances, was probably derived from the laws of Egypt, by which,
% He who bad neglected or refused to save a man's life when attacked,

first eonstitation of our fraternity, its great object was NOT solely the advance-
ment of the arts, still less of architectare alone.”—( Greenleaf"s Brief [nouiry
into the Origin and Principles of Freemasonry. )
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if it were in Lis power to assist him, was punished as rigorously a
the assassin : but if the unfortunate person could not be succoured
the offender was at least to be impeached, and penalties were decreec
for any neglect of this kind. Thus the subjects werea guard anc
protection to one another; and the whole body of the community
united against the designs of the bad.”—(Rollin’s Ane. Hist.)

Some apology for the awful oaths administered in masonic lodge:
is perhaps due on the score of precedent; which hasin all time:
greatly influenced the customs and government of the world, anc
sometimes sanctified principles the most absurd and pernicious.

The mysteries were protected by the most severe caths in Greece
and Rome, and, no doubt, were equally so in Egypt, the place of their
birth. And, moreover, in the two former countries, if not in the latier,
revealing the secrets of these mysteries was punished with death by
the laws.’

For this there was a substantial reason: the greater mysteries taught
the doctrine of one Supreme God, and that polytheism was an error :
admitting, at the same time, that the sun, moon, and stars, were
minor divinities under the superintendence of the one Supreme. The
belief, however, in Hero-gods was so engrafted on the minds of the
ignorant multitude, that it was feared the open promulgation of a doc-
trine in opposition to that faith, would lead to disturbances in the
state that might produce great evil. This mystery consequently was
confided only to a chosen few of the most intelligent, under the sanc-
tion of an oath and the penalties of the law.

When freemasonry was first established in England, soon after the
edict of Canute, in the beginning of the eleventh century, (as is pre-
sumed,) prohibiting in fofo the Druidical worship, the strongest oaths
were required to bind the initiated to secrecy: for had the real intent
ﬁfits founders been known, it would doubtless have cost them their
ves,

That Canute was superstitious, and of course vindictive, is evident
from his having made a pilgrimage toRome, through excessive religi-
ous zeal, in 1030; and therefore would, no doubt, have punished the
Druids for an infraction of his edict with merciless cruelty,

By the incorporation of the Danes with the nation, (says Lingard,
in his History of England,) the rites of jsm had again made
their appearance in the island. Canute forbade the worship of the
heathen gods, of the sun or moon, of fire or water, of stones or foun-
hinsﬁu and of forests or trees,

is ferocious and sanguinary warrior, in 1080, made a pilgrimage
to Rome. On the road he viggd the most celebrated chu gﬂltmr—
ing everywhere proofs of his devofion and liberality. In his return
he proceeded immediately to Denmark, but dis the Abbot of
Zavistock to England with a letter, describing the object and issue
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of his journey. In this letter he says, ¢ It is long since I bound my-
gelf by my vow to make this pilgrimage ; but [ had been hitherto
Pmenhd by affairs of state, and other impediments. Now, however,

return humble thanks to Almighty God, that he has allowed me to
visit the tombs of the blessed apostles, Peter and Paul, and ev
holy place within and without the city of Rome, and to honor :lg
venerate them in person, And this I have done, because I had
learned from my teachers, that the apostle St. Peter received from the
Lord the great power of binding and loosing with the keys of the
kingdom of heaven. On this account I thoughtit highly useful to
solicit kiz patronage with God.”

He concludes his letter as follows : “ Lastly, I entreat all my
bishops, and all the sheriffs, by the fidelity which they owe fo me and
to God, that the church dues, according to the ancient laws, may be
paid before my return, namely : the plow-alms, the tithes of cattle
of the present year, the Pefer-pence, the tithes of fruif in the middle
of August, and the kirk-shot at the feast of St. Martin, to the parish
church. Should this be omitted, at my return, I will punish
the offender by exacting the whole fine appointed by law. Fare ye
well.”

Farthermore it may be remarked, that the customs of the times.
in which I am endeavouring to show that masonry wes established
sanctioned the most horrible oaths.

“ The multiplicity of oaths in the judicial proceeding of the middle
ages,® (says Dr. Henry, in his History of Great Britain, v. iii, p. 425)
had the same effect that it will always have, of diminishing men’s
veueration for them, and giving occasion for frequent perjury. The
legislutors of those times employed several devices to re?re'em this,
by awakening the consciences, and keeping alive the religious fears
of mankind. With this view, their oaths were couched in fhe most
awful forms of words that could be invented; and these forms were
frequently changed, that they might not lose their effect by becoming
tooMfamiliar.” ’ r

any who have written with great asperity against masonry, under
false impressions of its general tendency, have doubtless been actuated
by the purest motives, whilst others, such as the Abbé Barruel and
fessor Robison, have been instigated by the most malignant
prejudices. I shall take some notice of these two writers in the

sequel.

“#The middle or dark are described as comprehending the tt }
Years from the taking of e by the Goths, in the middle of the fifth century,
to the taking of Constantlnople, by the Turks, in the middle of the fifteenth
cantury.—Edit.







AN EXPOSITION

OF THE

MYSTERIES, &ec.

CHAPTER 1.
DOGMAS AND CUSTOMS UF THE ANCIENT EGYPTIANS,

It will be attempted in this work to show that the mysteries and cere-
monies of the celebrated order of Freemasons are derived from the
religious dogmas and customs of ancient nations, particularly those of
Egypt, where the foundation of the whole machinery of religious mys-
teries, as far as is known, was first laid.

In order, therefore, to attain a comprehensive view of [this subject,
it becomes necessary to be well informed of the rites, customs, and
ceremonies of the ancient inhabitants of that famous country. And as
the Abbe Pluche, in his History of the Heavens, has treated more
minutely of these topics, and explained them more satisfactorily, than
any other author that has fallen under my observation, I shall com
mence this volume with extracts from his work.

Critical histories of the fabulous gods of pagenism, under the sem-
blance of truth, have been transmitted from age to age, and been ge-
nerally received as narratives of real facts. Pluche has unveiled many
of these poetical fictions, and pointed out the source from which they
were derived. l : P ’

My limits will not permit me to give the whole is expositions ;
but gn account of the great merit of the work, with which, it is pre-
sumed, but few American readers are acquainted, I have not confined
the selections merely to such parts as have a particular bearing upon
the subject in hand.

As the author is little known in America, I will give an abstract of
a sketch of his life and writings, contained in La Biographie Univer-
selle, Paris, 1830.

Anthony Pluche, a celebrated writer, was born at Reims, in 16883
and obtained the appointment of Professor of Languages in the Uni-
versity of that city. Two years afterwards he passed to the chair of
Rhetoric, and was raised to holy orders. The Bishop of Laon, (Cher-
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mont,) becoming acquainted with his talents, gave him the presidency
of the College of his diocese. By his assiduity and science the insti-
tution was much improved ; when icular circumstances occurred
that troubled his tranquillity, and obliged him to relinquish his em=
ploy. The Intendant of Rouen confided to him the education of his
son, at the request of the celebrated Rollin. The Abbe Pluche having
fulfilled this trust with success, left Rouen for Paris, where he gave,
at first, lessons on Geography asd History. Through the notice of
distinguished authors, his name soon became celebrated, and he sus-
tained that celebrity by his works.

He gave successively to the public,—first, the Spectacle de la Na-
ture, (Nature Displayed), in 9 volumes, 12mo. is work, equally
instructive as agreeable, is written with much clearness and elegance.
Second, The Histoire du Ciel, (History of the Heavens,) in 2 vols,
12mo. In this work is to be found two parts, almost independent of
each other. The first contains learned researches upon the origin of
the poetical heavens. This is nearly a complete mythology, founded
upon new and ingenious ideas. The second is the history of the opi-
nions of philosophers on the formation of the world. The author
here shows the uncertainty of systems the most accredited. Besides
a diction noble and well turned, one here finds an erudition that does
not fatigue. As to the ground of the system exposed in the first part,
Voltaire calls it, probably with reason, the Fable of Heaven. ird,
La Mécanique des Langues, Paris, 1735, in 12mo. He here pro-

es 8 means more short for learning languages. Fourth, Concorde

e la Geographie des differens Ages ; Puris, 1764, in 12mo.

Plan of the Work.

I find myself under the necessity of oversetting, or unravelling,
fables, in order to establish truth. The men most celebrated who
have treated of the formation of the heavens and of the earth, or of
their mutual relations, were pagans, philosophers of different nations,
and sacred writers. Those systems which have been given by the

ptians, Phenicians, the Greeks, and Romans, are obscured by
ulous recitals, and by metamorphoses full of absurdity. Although
they were the most ingenious and polished of all people, they formed
ideas so strange on the government of the heavens, and on the powers
whichsustain the human species, that there is no need to combat them
- with argument ; th their own refutation with them. But, from
* the depth of this frightful darkness it is possible to elicit light. Through
these fictions I find a fact, the explication of which shows us what has
given birth to fables ; it is the development of them. The first fixed
point is the signification of the names and figures which have served,
from the highest antiquity, to characterize the sun, the moon, and the
stars, according to their different situations. The usages of the ancients,
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und the inspection of nature, will aid us in discovering the sense, the
knowledge of which will lead us immediately to perceive the enormous
abuse that has been made of the institutions of the first men, and
plece in sufficient light the origin of the idolatry of our fathers.

Another effect of this research is to teach as that the same mistake
which has peopled the heavens with chimerical divinities, has given
birth to a multitude of false pretensions on the influences of the hes-
venly bodies, and the errors which still tyrannise over most minds,
If our history of the heavens uce no other benefit than the disco-
very of the mistakes which have precipitated the human race into
errors that disgrace it—the consequences of which still disturb the
repose of society—this will undoubtedly be an advantage sufficiently
satisfactory.

My remarks may be useful to youth, by unveiling to them those
fabulous personages which they hear so often mentioned. I have still
greater hopes, perhaps with too much presumption, that this small
essay might be of some use to teachers themselves. I should think
myself happy to have assisted their work, by some views which they
might afterwards improve and proportion to the wants of their dis-
ciples. Teachers, however well qualified, generally want leisure to
undertake researches of any considerable length ; and the more judi-
cious they are, the more disagreeable is it to them to be for a long
series of years handling fables almost always absurd or scandalous,
without being recompensed for the tiresomeness of these ridiculous
stories, by the satisfaction of being able at least to find out the origin
of them. I here derive all the branches of idolatry from one and the
same root. I endeavour to show that the same mistake has given
birth to the gods, goddesses, metamorphoses, auguries, and oracles,
The fables, thus reduced to their true value, will amuse without dan-
ger ; and the masters possibly will like and adopt & principle whose
great simplicity puts it within the reach of children themselves.

The chief benefit I should be glad to reap from my labour would
be the facilitating the study of nature, and even that of religion, in
restraining the said study within the bounds of possibility and neces-
sity, both which are still of no small extent.

The engravings accompanying the work are all drawn from the
monuments of antiquity. They are marked as follows :—all those
found in Antiguity Ezplained, by Montfaucon, with an M ; those
collected by Cartari, with a C ; those which are on the vase of agate
of St Denys, with a V; and those which are taken from the table of
Isis, published by Piguorius, with a T.

Usages Common to All Nations.

We are sometimes amazed at the conformity found in many reaypecta
between the practices of the Hebrews and those of the neMons gHwen
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over to the grossest idolatry. Most of the learned, in order to
socount for such a similitude of \:ﬁ‘el, say that false 1eligions only
copied and mimicked the true; from the conformity of some
particulars of mythology with sacred history, they think themselves
suthorized to affirm that the heathens had the communication of the
holy seriptures, or must have frequented the company of and imitated
the Hebrews.

Other learned men, and among the rest Sir John Marsham, 1 his
Rule of Times, being sensible how much unknown to, and as it were,
separated from other nations, the Hebrews were,—how much disliked
by those that knew them,—and of course how little fit they were to
serve them as models, and finding, moreover, from a multitude of
evident proofs, that the sacrifices, the ceremonial, and the very objects
themselves, of idolatry, were prior to Moses and the holy scriptures,
they have maintained that the laws and the ceremonies of the Hebrews
were an imitation of the customs of Egmdand the neighbouring na-
tions, but adapted to the worship of one .

Symbolical Writing.

Trz Egyptians, even the most ancient of them, were uainted
with the signs of the Zodiac. Their monuments, which :::l known
o be of the earliest antiquity, are covered with figures, among which
those of the crab and the wild goat, of the balance and the scorpion,
of the ram and the bull, of the kid, the lion, the virgin, and the rest,
are frequently found.

The iwelve symbolical names, which signify the twelve portions,
both of the year and the heavens, were a prodigious help towards re-
gulating the beginnings of sowing, mowing, harvest, and the other
works of mankind.

It was found very convenient, to expose in public a small figure, or
a single letter, to notify the exact time which certain general works
were to be begun in common, and when certain feasts were to be cele-
brated, The use of these figures ap so convenient, that they by
degrees extended it to more things than the order of the calender.
Several symbols, fit to inform the people of certain truths, by some
analogy or relation between the figure and the thing they have a mind
-to have understood, were devised.

This method of saying or showing one thing, to intimate others, is
what induced among the eastern nations the taste of allegories. They

, for & long time, the method of teaching everything under
symbols, calculated, by & mysterious outside, to excite curiosity, whieir

& Great use is made of the Bible, in the ceremonies of masonry: which
may be accounted for by the conformity in the customs of the Hebrews with
't‘l:nol‘nm ancient nations, from which the masonic order is derived.—
T,
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was afterwards recompenced by the satisfaction of having discovered
the truths which they concealed. Pythagoras, who had travelled
among the eastern nations, thence brought that custom to Italy.

Ham, and those of his descendants who came to inhabit the banks
of the Nile, and the whole Lower Egypt, first tried to cultivate the
earth according to the order of the year, and in the manner used in
other countries ; but no sooner were they ready to cut down their
harvest, in the driest season of the year, and without the least appear-
ance of rain,* but the river swelled, to their great amazement: it
flowed on a sudden over its banks, and took from them those pro-
visions which they thought themselves already sure of. The waters
continued to rise to the height of twelve, fourteen, or even sizteen
cubits,} covered all the plains, carried away their cattle, and even the
inhabitants themselves. The inundation lasted ten or eleven weeks,
and oftentimes more.

It is true, the overflowing left on the land a mud which improved
it; but, the difficulty of obtaining & harvest, since the summer the
only time proper for it, brought the storm and the inundation, caused
Ham to quit bath the lower and the middle Egypt, and retire to the
higher. He there founded the city of Thebes, originally called Am-
mun-no, Ammon’s sbode, But many, finding it inconvenient to re-
move from lower Egypt, which after the retiring of the waters, was
throughout the remaining part of the year like a beautiful garden, and
a delightful place to dwell in, endeavoured to fortify themselves
against the return of the waters.

They observed from one year 1o another, that the overflowing was
always preceded by an Etesian (annual) wind, which blowing from
north to south, about the time of the passage of the sun uuder the
stars of the crab, drove the vapours towards the south, and gathered
them in the middle of the country, (Ethiopia, now Nubia and Aby-
sinia) whence the Nile came; which there caused plentiful rains, that
swelled the waters of the river, and brought on the inundation of lower
Egypt.

SBE: they wanted the means of knowing exactly the time when it
should be necessary for them to be prepared for the inundation. The
flowing of the river beyond its banks happened some days sooner or
later, when the sun was under the stars of the lion. Near the stars
of Cancer, though pretty far from the band of the zodiac towards the

® Never does it raln in the Delta, (Lower Egypt,) in the summer, and but
rarely and in small quantities during the whole course of the year—
VOLNEY'S TRAVELS,—EDIT.

t In the time of Herodotus, sixteen cubits were necessary, or at least
fifteen, to overflow the Delta. The same number was sufficient in the time
of the Romans. Before the time of Petronius, says Strabo, plenty was nav
knowan in the Delts, unless the Nile rose to fourieen cubits —Ibid, \EDre.)
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south, anda few weeks after their rising, see in the morning one
the most brilliant, if not the largest star of the whole heavens, ascen
ing the horizon. In appeared a little before the rising of the su
which had rendered it almost invisible for 8 month or two befo
The ians then pitched upon the rising of this magnificent sl
as the infallible sign of the sun’s passing the stars of Leo, ai
the begining of the inundation. t star became the public mark,
which one was to keep a watchful eye, not to miss the instant
wetiring to the higher gmm Asit was seen but a very little tin
above the horizon, towards the dawning of the aurora, which becor
ing every instant clearer, soon made it disappear, it seemed to shc
itself to the ians, merely to wars them of the overflowin
which soon followed.

They then gave this star two names having & very natural relation
the helps they borrowed therefrom. It warned them of the dange
whereupon they called it Thaaut or Thayaut, the dog; they called
also the barker, the monitor, in Egyptian, Anubis; in Phenician, Ha:
mobech ; which, by-the-by, shows the analogy there was betwe
these two h@nieu, notwithstanding the diversity of many word
though chiefly in the pronounciation, which made them appear qui
different. connection of this star and the rising of the rive
caused the people to call it commonly the Nile-star, or barely tl
Nilee. In Egyptian and in Hebrew, Sihor; in Greek, Seirio
in Latin, Sirius. The Egyptians gave it besides, but in latter time
the name of Sothis or Thotes, which is the same with his other nam
Thot, the dog, with a different pronunciation.

The inhabitants, retiring into their towns on the warning of tt
northern wind and the dog-star, remained idle for two months ormor
till the waters were perfectly drained. Therefore the prudence of 1t
Egyptians, before the overflowing, chiefly consisted in observing tt
termination of the vernal winds, the return of the northerly which b
gan with the summer, and at last the rising of the dog-star, whic
circumstance was to them the most remarkable point of the heavens.

During their inaction, after the rising of the river beyond its bank:
their attention was directed to the observance of the return of the soutt
erly winds, more moderate than those of the spring, and which facilits
ted the flowing of the river towards the Mediterranean, by the cor
formity of their blowing with its direction, which is from south t
north ;* also to measuring the depth of the river, in order to regulat
their husbandry according to the quantity of mud, which was alway
proportioned to the degree of the increase.

.I will here remark, that the Anubis or Dog-Star, so useful to th
ancient Egyptians, is the Blazing-Star of masoury; and, altbough th

E;v See Plutarch de Isid. and, Quiris,; also M. De Mallet's description ¢
¥pt.
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cxaft ave ignorant of its origin as a masonic symbol, they are actually
taught the moral drawn from its original emblematical use,

“‘ The blazing-star represents that prudence which ought to appear con-
spicuous in the conduct of every mason; but Is more especially com-
memorative of the star which appeared in the east, to guide the wise men
of Bethlehem, to proclaim’the birth and the presenceof the Son of God.**
(Allyn, p. 47.)

‘What connection can possibly exist between a star and prudence, ex-
cept allegorically in reference to the caution that was indicated to the
Egyptians by the first appearance of this star, which warned them of
approaching danger ?

r. Converse, in his explanation of the intention of this emblem in
his Symbolical Chart observes, ‘* Approaching evil is frequently averted
by a friendly admonition.” Pluche, in a part of his work not quoted
above, says, ““The names given to this public sign were Anubis the Bbar.
ker, the giver of advices, or Thaut the dog.”’ The meaning then that
has been handed down to masons of their blazing-star, completely iden-
tifies it with the Anubis the dog-star.

The advice given to the anclent Egyptians by this star was undouht-
edly very important to them, but it cannof be of the least advantage to
the masons of Europe or America.

As to the allusion to the star that guided the wise men to Bethlehem,
every intelligent and candid mason, will acknowledge its absurdity ; be-
cause he must know, that the principles and dogmas of freemasonry, con-
tained in the ancient mysteries from which it is derived, existed long
before the birth of Jesus Christ.

Webb, in his “ Monitor,” says, * The Mosaic pavement is emble-
matic of human life, chequered with and evil; the beautiful border
which surrounds it, tholaqhhstingl and comforts which surround us, and
which we hope to obtain by a faithful reliance on divine providence, which
is heroglyphically represented by the blazing-star in the centre.”

This symbol is peculiarly, if not exclusively, applicable to the Egyptians
who Inbabited the Delta, who by placing a reliance upon the warning
providently given by this star, and in consequence retiring to the high
ground with the produce of their agriculture, might enjoy the comforts
that surrounded them.

The same necessity which rendered the Egyptians astronomers,
made them also painters and writers. The inspection of the heavens
had taught them at last how to regulate their tillage, so strangely crossed
by that disposition which was peculiar to Egypt. The custom of giv-
ing symbolical names to the objects that served them as rules, most
paturally led them to delineate in a rude manner the figures of these
symbols, in order to inform the nation of the works in common to be

one, and of the annual events with regard to which it was dangerous
to misreckon. This service was performed by a number of persons
appointed for that purpose and maintained at the public expence,
ﬁme duty it was to study thg revolutions and aspects of tne'neaveny
bodies, ;;5 to communicate the necessary information to the peagie. .
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Bach is the original of the sacerdofal order so ancient in Egypt; the
chief functions of which alwty; ;eeu the stgduihof !h&:aﬂma:rd:::
inspections of the motions of air. is igi

pu
were carefully delineated. Which symbols appeared in time very
mysterious, when the meaning of them was forgotten. That
tower, the structure of which has caused so much criticism, was at
that time, without any affectation of mystery, called the Labyrinth,
that is, the tower, the o

Now, if we would in a reasonable manner unriddle some of the
most usual of the Egyptian symbols, we ought to consult the wants
of the Egyptian colony. It is there we are naturally to look for the
meaning of the figures which were exposed to the eyes of the whole
nation assembled.

The hawk and the hoop were the names and the symbolical figures
given the two winds, the return whereof the Egyptians were most
concerned to observe. The hawk signified the Etesian northerly wind,
which, in the beginning of the summer, drives the vapours towards
the south, and which covering Ethiopia with thick clouds, there re-
solves them into rains, and makes the Nile swell all along its course.
The hoop, on the contrary, signified the southerly wind which pro-
moted the draining of the waters, and the return of which proclaimed
the measuring of the lands and the time of sowing, I must here
duce some analogy, and some uliar resemblance, between a hawk
and a northerly, and a hoop and a southerly wind.

Naturalists observe that the hawk delights in the north ; but that at

, the return of mild weather, and when she casts her feathers, she makes
southward with her wings spread, and looks towards the place whence
& warm air comes, which may assist the falling of her own feathers, and

" restore her the beauties of youth. In times of the remotest antiquity,
and even before Moses, I.LArabmns, who were the neighbours and

3 allies of the Egyptians, had an idea of the hawk in all respects like
that which naturalists give us. In the conversation which God had

- with Job, and in which he shows that it is not man but the Creator,

1“050? a special providence, has varied all the parts of nature, and
to good purpose has regulated the inclinations of aniinals: Does the
hawk, says he to him, by thy wisdom shake her old feathers, to get rid
of them, and stretch her wings towards the sonth? (Job, 39. 29.)
This bird, then, on account of the direction of its flight at the returm
of the heats, was the most natural emblem of the annual wind, which
blows from north to south about the summer solstice, and which on
ruht of the effects of this direction was of so great importance to

» Egyptians.
The hoop, on the coutrary, makes her way from south to north.
She lives upon the small worms, an infinite number of which ave

—
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1atched in the mud of the Nile. (Diod. Sic. Bibliofhec, lib. 1,) She
akes her flight from Ethiopia into Higher Egypt, and from thence
owards Memphis, where Nile divides. She always follows the
ourse_of the Nile, as it retires within its banks, quite down to the
ea. From this method of hers, she was perfectly fit to characterize
he direction of the south wind.*

The warning given by the dog-star being their most important cun-
em, the ﬁpﬁm from its rising anciently dated the beginning of
heir year, the whole series of their feasts. Wherefore, instead of
e]f.:r:nting it under the form of a star, which might not distinguish
t another, they delineated it under the figure relative to its func-
ion and name. They called it the star-dog, the door-keeper, the star
vhich %ﬂn or shuts, closing one year, as it were, and opening ano-
her. When they had a mind to express the renewal of the year, they

ted it under the form of a door-keeper, easy to be distin-
raished by the attribute of a key ; or else they gave it two heads back
o back ; the one of an old man, which marked the expiring year, and
he other of a young one, which denoted the new.

When the people were to be warned of the time of their retreat at
he approach of the inundation, instead of the two heads they then put
o the shoulders of a human body the head of a dog. The attributes
r subordinate symbols, added thereto, were the explication of the
rarning it gave. It was in order to give the Egyptians to understand
1ey were to take with them & store of provisions, and repair with all
peed to the high ground, or their raised terraces, and there to remain
juiet by the water side, that Anubis had on his arm a kettle or por-
idge pot, wings on his feet, in his right hand, or under his arm & large

* A passage in Shakspeare's Hamlet seems evidently to allude to the hawk
nd hoop, or hoopoe, of Egypt, Hamlet says, “ My uncle-father and aunt-
wther are deceived.” G. “In what, my lord?” Ham. “I am but mad
orth-north-west: when the wind is southerly I know a hawk from a hand-
ww.?’ Thomas Capell, editor of the Oxford edition of Shakspeare,changes
andsaw to hernshaw, which renders the passage intelligible. Hernsbhaw,

r hern, is but another name for heron, of which there are various specles;
1e tufted or crowned heron is also denominated hoopoe. This kind is “ri

we in Europe, but in Africa they associate in great numbers. They feed
pon worms, and in Egypt follow, as above stated, the retreat of the Nile. .
ee Rees's Cycl. ¢

Hamlet, though feigning madness, yet claims sufficient sanity to distin-
nish a hawk from a hernshaw, when the wind is southerly—that is, in the
me of the migration of the iatter to the north, and when the former is not
) be seen.

Ifit be said that Shakspeare was not probably acquainted with the customs
fthess migrating birds of Egypt, I answer, that several of the works of Plu-
weh, who gives a particular account of that country, were translated into

by Thomas North, in about the middle of the sixteenth cemiary,
no were known 10 Shakspeare, whose Hamlet was Bt pukisued.
n 1596, —EpiT,
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feather, and behind him a tortoise or duck, both amphibious ap
which live on the earth and by the water side.

The Egyptians expressed the several increases of tneir sy
river, by a column marked, with one, two, or three lines in forn
cross, and surmounted with & circle, the symbol of God, to @
terize providence, which governs this important operation.
commonly, instead of a column, they made use of a pole term
like a T, or crossed with one or more transverse pieces., To a
these remarks, they were often contented with one small cross, 1
put upon a vessel or elsewhere, might signify the increase of the

It s certain that the Mikias, or column marked as above :
to signify the progress of the water, became in Egypt the ordina
of the deliverance from evil, They hung it on theaeckgoaick P
and put it into the hand of all beneficial deities. Mr Gordon,
tary of the society for the encouragement of learning, has givex
the seventh plate of his cellection, the amulets and preservatives
he has observed in the Egyptian monuments ; many of which a
fectly like the measure of the Nile.

They painted the devastation made by the overflowing water
the figure of a dragon, of a crocodile, a hippopotamus, or a wate
ster, which they called Ob,* that is, swelling, an overflowing
which they afterwards called Python, the enemy.{

Another method of communicating to the people information r¢
ing the inundation, seems to have been by publicly exposing
vessels or measures, being pitchers of unequal capacities, well
to the people without any proclamation or messengers, which
to show them the increase and diminution of the Nile. Two
persuade me that this is the meaning of these vessels or bulgin
sures, so commonly found in the Egyptian monuments. On¢
name given them: the other is the attributes annexed. The
canob or canopus given to these vessels, is grounded on the us
of them. Cunob signifies the fathom of the dragon, the mea
the overflowing. From came, a perch, a fathom, a rod, or ¢
measure ; and from ob, the dragon.

The canopi are very commonly terminated by one or two ¢

ob. Levit. 20, v. 27.
Moant Cassius, to the foot of which the inundation of the Nile ea
a little above the ancient city of Pelusium, or the modern Damietts,
its name from a word which signifies the bound, or term, of thisinun
and the sandy coast near it was called Cassiobe, for the same reason
it was becaunse the lake Sirbon, or Sirbonis, which is near it, was stil
the remains of the inundation when Egypt was quite drr, that it +
nl'?ﬁon had gone to dle in this lake, Tt was moreover so full of bitur
f olly or combustible matters, that it was Imagined that Jupiter b
!r]o;etll.'hlmvithnthnndubolt.'hichﬂlledaﬂ the greast momm

phur.
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The top of the vase is also oftentimes surmounted with several birds’
heads, to signify and characterise the several winds which they know,
and which either assisted or retarded the increase or the lowering of
the waters ; sometimes they put upon the canopus the head of a dog,
to signify the state of the river, or the time of the rising of the dog-
star. At another time they put thereon the head of a maid, to mark .
out the state of the Nile under the sign of the Virgin, and at the ap- :
proach of the draining or retiring of the water, [

It appears that the ancient ptians, after they had ascertained the
great benfit of the inandation when they were properly prepared for it, |
changed the name of their Evil Genius, the Water Monster, from 0b,*
to Python ; which had reference to the deadly effects of the miasmata
arising from the stagnant waters left upon the low lands after the retiring
of the inundation. *‘ Ovid makes the serpent Python spring from the steams
of the mud which the deluge had left upon the earth; and in this he is
plainly making making an allusion to Typhon, whose name is the same
by a simple transposition, In making Python spring from from the slime
of the deluge, does not the poet point out thereby the noxious steams
which rise in Egypt after the waters of the Nile have subsided. 1In
fine, when he says that Apollo slew him with his arrows, does he not con-
ceal, under this emblem, the victory of Orus over Typhon, or at least the
triumph of the sunbeamsover the vapors of the Nile ?” (Mayo’s Mith.
vol. ii. p. 47.) Python, says Bailey, is derived from pytho, Gr. to putrify.
The serpent Python’s being slain by Apollo is thusinterpreted : by Python
is understood the raing of waters; but Apollo (that is, the sun) dispersing
the vapors by his arrows (that Is, his beams), slew this serpent.

Typhus, a species of continued fever, has the same origin. It may
be occasioned (says Hooper, in his Medical Dict.) by the efluvia arising
from either animal or vegetable substances in a decayed or putrid stule;
and hence it is, that in low and marshy countries it is apt to be prevalent,
when intense and sultry beat quickly succeeds any great inundation.”

The convenience of that language, which rendered itself intelligible
to the eyes, and in some sense made animals and even stones them-
selves to speak, by degrees became more common. It was extended
to every Lﬁlg:g. The symbolical writing soon served as the rule of

The descendants of Africa, in the West Indies, still retain the name of
ob; or obi, by whose ald they pretend to maxical powers.—Ebir.

The custom of conveying moral instruction by symbolical figures has
descended to the masons, that is, a show of it 1 kept up by them, but without
beling serlously regarded. 'The practice is now a mere dead letter; showing, |
however, the force of habit in continuing a custom no longer needed Too
much light i3 now abroad in the world to require the square and compasses
to direct men in their duties. The continuance of these old practices, not-
withstanding, is of use in pointing out the origin of the inaituXion tnsk do- -
serves them.—EDIT.
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morals, as well as the regulation of husbandry. It was made use of
to perpetrate among the people, the knowledge of the most important
truths, and to inculcate their principal duties.t

The character of the Egyptian writing designed to signify God, was
not a simple flame or blaze, as was the general usage of the east, but
a circle, or rather a sun. They added to the circle, or solar glo
several marks or attributes, which served to characterize so many di
ferent perfections. For instance, in order to indicate that the Supreme
Being is the author and preserver of life, they annexed to the circle
sometimes two points of flame, but more commonly one or two ser-
pents. This animal was always, among the Egyptians, as in other
countries, the symbol of life and health. Not because the serpent
makes itself look young again, by every year casting its old skin, but
because among most of the Eastern nations, as the Phenicians, He-
brews, Arabians, and others, with the language of whom that of Egpi
had an affinity, the word keve or heva equally signifies the life, and =
serpent. The name of Aim who is, the great name of God, Jov, or
Je thence draws its etymology. Heve, or the name of the com~-
mon mother of mankind, comes likewise from the same word.

It is from this word that the Latins made their @vum, the life and the
ave, which is a wish of good health.

St. Clement of Alexandria, observes, that the word heva, which is
known to signify the life, likewise signifies a serpent. Aud it is barely
on a double meaning of the word hevi or heva, that the metamorphosis
of Cadmas and Hermione into serpents is grounded, (Ovid, Metam.)
They were of the country of the Hevians.

Macrobius hes informed us that the serpent was an emblem of health,
salutis draco, speaking of Esculapius. When Moses lifted up a
brazen serpent in the wilderness, the afflicted Hebrews understood,
that it was a sign of preservation.*

To express the wonderful fecundity of providence, they added to the
symbolical circle the figures of the most fruitful plants, and most com-
monly two or three large leaves of the banana-tree,

The solar year.— Osiris.

The year relates to three principal objects. To the course of the
sun, the order of the feasts to each season, and to the works in common
to be done. Let us begin with the symbols of the sun.

That luminary, as it was the grandest object in nature, had also its

*Inoneof the modern degrees of masonry, entitled ¢ The Brazen Serpent,”
thejewel is a serpent entwined upon a cross , in form of a T, about
which are the Hebrew characters—which » one who shall live. The
covered word is John Ralph, the founder of this degree. The sacred word
is Moses, This degree has reference to the deliverance of the

from captivity. (Benard, }—EDIT.
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character or mark in the symbolical writing. It was called
iris. This word, according to the most judicious and most learned
the ancients,® signified the inspector, the coachman, or the
the king, the guide, the moderator of the stars, fhe soul of the
the governor of nature. From the energy of the terms of which
composed, it signified in general the governor of the earth,
ich amounts to the same sense. And it is because they gave that
mame and funetion to the sun, that it was expressed in their writing
sometimes by the figure of a man bearing & sceptre, sometimes by that
of & coachman carrying a whip, or plainly by an eye.t

They were often contented with setting down the marks of his dignity,
such as a sceptre surmounted with an eye, or a sceptre with a serpent

ined round it, the symbol of life which the sun maintains, or barely
the whip and the sceptre united ; sometimes the royal cap of Osiris on
lthn:t:m,withorwi out]:mpl.re. P -

Egyptians every where saw, and especially in the place of their
religious assemblies, a circle or the figure of the sun. ﬁm the sun,
over the head of the symbolical figures, were seen sometimes one or
two serpents, the symbol of life, sometimes certain foliages the symbols
of the bounties of nature ; sometimes scarabeus’s wings the emblem of
the variations of the air. All these things being connected with the
object of their adorations, they entertained a sort of veneration for the
serpent, which they besides saw honourably placed in the small chest
that was the memorial of the state of the first men, and the other cere=
monies whose meaning began to be lost.

Having already contracted & habit of confounding the Most Hiﬁ
with the sun, they by little and little mistook the symbol itself of
sun, the Osiris, the moderator of the year, for a man. Osiris, from
the letter or symbolical personage he was before, becoming in the minds
of the people a real person, 8 man who had formerly lived amon
them, they made his history to relate to the attributes which attend
the So soon as Fg{pl was Emessed with the ridiculous notion,,
that the statues of Osiris, Isis, and Horus, which served to regulate
society, by their respective significations, were monuments of their
founders ; that Osiris had lived in Egypt, and had been interred there,
they framed stories agreeable to this belief. For want of a tomb con-
faining in reality the body of Hammond or Osiris, they were contented
with a cenotaph, an empty tomb. A vast concourse of people gathered

it

i

1

i

® Platarch de Isid, and Isirid, and Macrob, Dux and princeps, moderator
luminum, reliquornm, mens mundi, and emperatio.
1 “Eye and son are expressed by the same word in most of the ancient
of Asia.,” (Ruins p. 159.)
is one of the emblems of masonry called the all seeing eye, and said
to represent the true God; whereas it is nothing more than a symbol of the
m-d:;:ﬁd by the anclent Fgyptians, and from them descended w om
masons. t.
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near these pretended tombs, and with pomp celebrated an annunl feast
there. Plutarch oﬂa& mentions the feasts rep(:-fmch Onmed g tou:ngnnd in-
forms us, that when the tians were wi acing in
heaven g:)ds whose tombslt.ih%pshowed, their reply was, that the bodies
of these gods had been embalmed and interred in Egypt; but that
their souls resided among the stars.
These tombs, though merely representative, were become & necessary
E:lt of the ceremonial. The Cretians, being of Egyptian extraction,
their own feast of Osiris or Jehov, the feast of their god, and of
.course the empty tomb was inseparable from that solemnity.®

Dcath and Resurrection of Osiris,

The author here gives a complex figure, copied from the collection of
Mountfaucon, and which, he says, is painted on &8 mummy at the Austin-
#riar’s of La Place des Victoires, representing the death and resurrec
of Osiris, and the beginning, progress, and end of the inundation of fthe
Nile.

The sign of the lion is transformed into a couch, upon which Oshfs is
laid out as dead; under which are four canopi of various capacities, indl-
cating the state of the Nile at different periods. The first is terminated
by the head of the dog-star, which gives warning of tbe approach of the
overflow of the river; the second by the head of the hawk, the symbol ot
the Etesian wind, which tends to swell the waters ; the third by the heed
of a Heron, the sign of the south wind, which contributes to prope] the
water into the Mediterranean sea; and the fourth by that of the Virgin,
which indicates that when the sun had passed that sign, the inundation
would bave nearly subsided.

To the above is superadded a large Anubis, who with an emphatic
torning towards Isis who has an empty throne on ber head, intimatas that
the sun, by the aid of the lion, had cleared the difficult pass of the
of Cancer, and was now in the sign of the latter, and, altho’ in a state of
-exhaustion, would soon be in a condition to proceed on his way to the
South ; at the same time, gives to the husbandman the important
-of retiring to avoid the inundation. The empty throne is indicative of its
belng vacated by the supposed death of Osiris,

The raising of grand master Hiram, in the third degree of Masonry, by
the “grip or paw of the Lion,” (the terms psed in that operation) who,
as the story goes, had been murdered by three fellows of the craft, is
evidently copied from this fable of tbe death and resurrection of Osiris.
The position of the master Mason, when in the act of raising Hiram, is
a fac simile of that of Aoubis over the body of Osiris.

Mr. Pluche seems not to have had an adequate conception of the fabled
-death of Osiris, and consequently to have mistaken the purport of the

¢ The coffin of Hiram has a place among the emblematical fgures of
«masonry.—Edit.
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figures now under consideration, I therefore offer the foregoing lans-
tion as the resalt of my lnw-ﬂg’u{on of the subject. -

Mr. Pluche candidly acknowledges that he had doubts of his anderstand-
ing the Intention of the picture which he endeavours to expound; for he
says, immediately after giving his explanation, ¢ Bat it would be a rash~
ness in me to presame to write any longer in Egyptian, when I am not as
yet over sure of my skill in reading it. Let us first of all confirm ourselves
therein, and again try the application of our principles to some other
monuments.” He adds, in a note, * We shall in another place explain
why this figure is used about a dead body, when we show how the sense of
these symbols came to be perverted.”’

This he afterwards attempts to do as follows ;—

¢ Thus being gradually come to ascribing divinity, and offering their
vnnhig to the ruler, representing the functions of the sunm, they to com-
plete the absurdity, took him for the first of their kings. Thence this odd
mixture of three inconsistent notions, I mean of God, of the Sun, and of
a dead man, which the Egyptians perpetually confounded togetber.’’

The cause of their thus confounding them is easily accounted for, when
the supposed death of Osiris, the sun, and God of the Egyptians, is taken
into consideration.

It must be understood that the sun was supposed to be in insurmountable
difficulties at both the solstices, which d as great lamentations as his
victories and reappearances afterwards, did rejoicings. 'What led 10 these
apprehensions when he was in the summer solstice, is well explained in
Rees’s Cyclopedia, as follows ;—

 Orus ‘ot Horus,® a famous Deity of Egypt, which, as well as Osirls.
wes ai émblem of the sun. Macrobius, who informs us why the Greeks

ve Horus the name of Apollo, says, in the mysteries (Saturn, lib. 1,
g?j us a secret which ought to be inviolable, that the sun arrive
@ the upper bemisphere, is called Apollo. Hence we may infer, that
this emblematical Deity was no other than the star of day, passing through
the signs of summer. As Apollo among the Greeks was called the Horus
of the Egyptians, as to his skill both in Medicive and divination, he was
regarded as the same person, and called by the ancients Horus-Apollo.$
The Allegory of Horus has been thus explained. The wind Rhamsin
makes great ravages in Egypt in the spring, by raising whirlwinds of
burning sands, which suffocate travellers, darken the air, and cover the
face of the San, so as to leave the earth in perfect obscurity. This circum-
stance represents the death of Osirls, and the reign of Typhon When
the sun approaches the sign of the lion, he changes the state of the at-
mosphere, disperses these tempests, and restores the portherly winds,
which drive before them the malignant vapors, and preserve in Egypt
¢oolness and salubrity under a burning sun.  This Is the triumph of Horus
over Typhon, and his glorious reign. As some natural philosophers have
acknowledged the influence of the moon over the state of the atmosphere,

® Authors write this name differently: in the Greek, from which it seems
o be copied, the first letter, omega, is aspirated. —Edit.
4 ** Oras was more particularly Osiris in his second state, and therefore
by the Egyptians as a child.”—(Holwell’'s Myth.}—Rdw.
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united her with this to drive away the usurper from the throne.
?’g priests mnddulng_oﬁ as the &ther::};' time, might bestow the pame
of his son on Horus, who reigned three months in the year.

Jablonski, who has interpreted the epithet of Arueri, which the Egyp.
tians gave to Horus, pretends that it signifies efficacious virtue, Thess
expressions perfectly characterize the phenomena which happened during
the reign of this god. It is in summer, in fact, that the sun manifests all
bis powers in Egypt. Tt is then that he swells the waters of the river
with rains, exhaled by him in the air and driven against the summit of the
Abyssinian Mountains ; it is then that the husbandman reckons on the
treasures of agriculture. It was natural for them to honour bim with the
name of Arueri, or efficacious virtue, to mark these auspicious effects.”—
(Bavery’s Letters in Egypt), etc.

The reasons which the inhabitants of northern climates have for lament-
Ing the absence of the sun when in the southern hemisphere, is thus

beantifully portrayed by Dupuis :—

% We have, in our explanation of the labours of Her:fual]els, fmidm
the sun principally as the potent star, the depository the energies
of naturs,n who creates and measures time by his march through the
heavens, and who, taking his departure from the summer solstice or
the most elevated point of his route, runs over the course of the twelve
signs in which the celestial bodies move, and with them the different

iods or revolutions of the stars, under the name of Osirig or of
us, we shall see this beneficent star, who, by his heat, in spring,
calls forth all the powers of generation; who governs the growth of
plants and of trees; who ripens the fruits, and who dispenses to all
seeds that active sap which is the soul of vegetation, and is the true
character of the Eﬁﬂm Osiris and the Greek Bacchus. It is above
all in spring-time his humid generator developes itself, and circu-
lates in all the rising productions ; and it is this sun, by its heat that
impels its movements and gives it fertility.
“ We may distinguish two points in the heavens which limit the
duration of the creative action of the sun, and these two points are
those where the nightand the day are of equal length. All the grand
work of vegetation, in & great ; art of northem climates, appears to be
comprised between fhese two limits, and its progressive march is
“found to be in proportion to that of light and heat. Scarcely has the
sun, in his annual route, attained one of these points, than an active
and prolific force :lpl)earl to emanate from his rays, and to communi-
cate movement and life to all sublunary bodies, which he brings to
light by a new organization. It is then that the resurrection of
the great God takes place, and, with his, that of all nature, Havi
arrived at the opposite point, that power seems to abandon him,
nature becomes sensible of his weakness. Itis Atys, whose mutila-
tion Cybele deplored ! it is Adonis, wounded in the virile tg:m, of
which Venus regretted the loss; it is Osiris, precipitated in the tomb
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rl:;y"Im'l‘?'l:.lmn, and whose organs of generation the disconsolate Isis never

¢ What picture more effectual to render man sorrowful than that of
the earth when, by the absence of the sun, she finds herself deprived
reqed ouly e wreck of laniacried v ox taned 5 putrcherion, o
e o ts dried up or to ction, of
md trunks, of arid lands without cultml')e, or covered with snow ;’ of
rivers overflowed in the fields, or chained in their bed by the ice, or of
b‘violent winds that overltlug e thin;:;yedWh:;eh“ e 3&' thut
temperature which the en in ing and duri
thepl:uymmer! that harmony of the eleni'enls, which m‘ accord w";f
that of the heavens ? that richness, that beauty of our fields loaded with
grain and fruits, or enameted with flowers whose odour perfumed the
air, and wh