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TO 

~bt m. }l)ro. loljn ~abetS, Esq., lB .. S.~.B. 
DEAB. SIR AND BB.OTHEil, 

When I first sought permission to dedicate this 
work to you, my request was received in the kindelt 
manner, and you even went so far as so suggest the 
proptiety of my seeking some more influential brother, 
under whose auspisces it might appear; but, considering 
that I was about to solicit the patronage of my brethren of 
the Craft for this work, I knew of no one in our Order 
more widely known, or justly esteemed, than yourself, and 
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having prevailed upon you to allow me to inscribe your 
name on my title-page, permit me, thus publicly, to offer 
you my warmest thanks. I was also guided by other 
considerations. I felt that the work, though small in size, 
should go forth to the world under the influence of the 
name of a patron who was known to be a scholar and a 
gentleman. Of the former I was well satisfied from many 
sources, and of the latter I was as fully sensible from your 
ancient and honourable lineage; added to which, I am 
under considerable obligation to you for facilities and 
asSistance rendered to me in several literary enquiries. For 
these reasons, I have much pleasure in dedicating the 
following sheets to you, and beg you will consider them 
as an humble testimony of respect and esteem, from 

78, George Street, 

Yours truly and fraternally, 

MATTHEW COOKE. 

Euston Road, London, N.W. 
July, x86x. 



PREFACE. 

Br perm1ss1on of the Trustees of the British Museum, 

the following little work has been allowed to be copied, 

and published, in its entire form. The original is to be 

found amongst the Additional Manuscripts in that National 

Collection, and is numbered 23,198. 
Judging from the character of the hand-writing and the 

form of contractions employed by the scribe, it was most 

- probably written in the latter portion of the fifteenth 

century, and may be considered a very clear specimen of 

the penmanship of that period. 

By whom, or for whom, it was originally pennt:d there 

is no means of ascertaining; but, from the styie, it may 

be conjectured to have belonged to some Master of the 

Craft, and to have been used in assemblies of Masons a~ 

a text book of the traditional history, and laws, of the 

fraternity. 
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In confirmation of this opinion a correspondent, in the 

"Notes and Queries" department of THE FREEMASONs' 

MAGAZINE, of December 8th, J86o, page 447, says:-

.. Whereupon the King (Athelstan) caused a roll or book to be 
made, which declared how this science was first invented, afterwards 
preserved and augmented, with the utility and true intent thereof, 
which roll or book he commanded to be read and plainly recited when 
a man was to be made a Freemason." 

This the wr1ter quotes from a MS. dated J6oo, but does 

not say where it is to be found. He states,-

" hi reference to the above, Dr. Rawlinson, upwards of 1 :&o years 

ago, adds, 'One of these rolls I have seen in the possession of 

Mr. Baker, a carpenter in Moorfields.'" 

The before mentioned COITespondent then makes the 

following query :-

" Is anything known of the early history of the MS. prepanng for 
the preaa by Bro. Matthew Cooke? It would appear to be the 
identical one alluded to by Dr. R., Mrs. Caroline Baker, from whom 
the British Museum purchased the MS., being doubtless a descendant 
of this Mr. Baker.'' ' 

Whether these conjectures are wide or near the mark 

must be left to every one to decide for himself; they are 
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ins~rted here because there is an air of probability about 

them, ·but in no way is it intended to offer them as more 

than plausible suggestions. 

The following description of the original MS. may be 

interesting to many readers :-

It is written on vellum, is in a good state of preservation, 

and is protected by its original binding of two oak covers, 

at a former period 11ec11red by a clasp, the ends of which 

only remain. Its height is 4t inches, by 3i inches in 
width. 

On the first folio, which is fastened down to the inside 

of the wood cover, are three portions of writing by modern 

hands. The first has been considerably obliterated, but 

the word "war" lS still visible. The second, quite legible, 

is " William K." The third, in the neat hand of Sir 

Frederick Madden, Knt., Keeper of the MSS. in th~ 

British Museum, shows how it came into the library of 
that institution by a memoranda stating it was "Purchd of 

Mrs. Caroline Baker, 14th Oct., 18.59·" 

On fol. 2 is written, in a large bold hand, "J no. Fenn, 

1786," and engrossed across the leaf, is "Printing in 

Germany, 1548. In England, 1471, Robert Crowe, 
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MDCCLXXXI." There i11 also the British Museum J>ress 

mark, "199 g," in pencil. 

The verso fol. z is stamped with an impression of the 

Museum book mark. 

On fol. 3 is the number of the MS., viz., 2.3,198, 

mscribed by the Museum officer whose duty it is to 

number the books. There is also, in the same bold hand 

as that of Jno. Fenn's name on fol. z, "The Seven 

Sciences. Geometry. A ·History of Masonry. Its 
Articles, Points, &c." 

The verso of fol. 3 is blank, and the MS. itself com­

mences on fol. 4· 

The book extends over 34 folios, i.e., 68 pages, and 

concludes on fol. 38, six lines down. 

Fol. 39 again bears the Museum stamp, after which a 
leaf of the vellum has been cut out, or the side of a smaller 

leaf Wt, so that the binding threads should retain a firm 

hold. It has also been written upon, but the words are 

obliterated by rubbing; yet there are still sufficient marks 

left to enable any one to distinguish the name " William 

K." in a diamond-shaped border. 

Fol. 39 b. bas some traces of writing, but they are 
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wholly illegible, and the same holds good with regard to 

fol. 40, which latter is fastened down to the wooden cover 

at the end. 

In a work like this, literal accuracy is of the greatest 

importance, and such has been the aim of the ·present 

publication. It is, as nearly as the difference between MS. 

and print would allow, a faithful reproduction of the 

original. To render it such, the contractions have had 

to be specially engraved for the purpose, and to this cause 

must be attributed the delay which has occurred in its 

appearance. To keep ~ near the MS. as possible, it has 

been set line for line, and folio for folio, with the original, 

and, although in prose, the lines have been numbered, as 

in poetry, for facility of reference. 

THE HisTORY AND ARTICLEs oF MAsoNRY are not 

put forward as entirely new to Freemasons. Various 

versions of them are to be found in our public libraries, 

and, during the last hundred and fifty years, in print. The 

Editor's friend, J. 0. Halliwell, Esq., printed a PoEM OK 

MAsONRY, which has the same common features, and sets 

forth much of the same history; but, until the present 

book appeared, there was no prose work of such undoubted 
b ' 
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antiquity, known to be in existence, on the subject. It is 

this special circumstance that called forti! the present 

publication, and that the same might go out to the world 

as near as possible to the original> has been one of the 

chief reasons for introducing it in its existing form. 

It was originally intended to have added a Glossary of 

obsolete words, but the modernised spelling and the few 

notes appended, will, it is believed> entirely supersede the 

use of it. 

It must be plainly understood that the Editor is in no 

way responsible for the view of Masonry here given. 

Much that occurs in the following pages has been long 

obsolete; still, the principles of the Craft in those early 

days are mainly our own at the present time; and if this 

little book induces any brother Mason to take up the search 

tor like valuable testimonies to the antiquity of our Order, 

the labours of such will be nowhere more warmly hailed 

than by 
THE EDITOR. 

78, George Street, 
Euston Road, N.W. 

June, x86r. 
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ueru bertu for manh!?nll. [IOJ 

fftlr bt mallt all tb!?n!lfu for 
to llt alltlltmt k to gtt to man 
ffor all tbl!n!lfu · tbat llm totntf 
~tlllt tlf J)oltomt naturt JJt 



. [f hanked be God, T our glorious 

father and found­

er and former of Heaven 

and of earth and of all 

things that in him is, 

that he would vouchsafe, of 

his glorious God-head, for to 

make so many things of di­

vers virtue for rna.nkind; 

for He made all things for 

to be obedient and subject to man, 

for all things that Ate comes-

tible of wholesome nature he 

3 

[10) 



[Fol.4 b.) 

J.ltbt~ntb JJtt rot man~~ (WSt!? 
naiiu. lnll ·all Co bt batb ~tf 
to man \uttt!?U anb tJ.l~iig 
J.lf b~~~ tJJ~n~u anb ttaft:: 
tl?U ll~ tbt \ubttbt \ut ma~ 
ttaua~lt tn tJJtu \uJ.ltllrt to (2oJ 

nett til J.lur ~~~ng tll maltt 
btuttu tJJtn~u to gobbtu pit 
tanu anb alto rot J.lut t!t anb 
ptll~t. ~bt \ubttbt tJJtngtu 
tf I !tblllbt ttbtt!t btm btt 
\uttt tJ.l IJ.lngt to ttllt anb to 
\uQ?tt. Rlbttt'J.lt ~ \uJ.lll Itut. 
but ,i !tball !tbt\ut ~ou Comt 



ordained it for mans suste­

nance. And also he hath given 

to man wits and cunning 

of divers things, and crafts, 

by the which we may 

travel in this world to [20) 

get with our living to make 

divers things to God's plea-

sure, and alao for our ease and 

. profit. The which things 

if I should rehearse them it 

were too long to tell, and to 

write. Wherefore I will leave (them), 

but I shall shew you some, 

5 



6 
(Fol. 5.] 

tbat tu to Ct!! btl anb tn \uJJat 
\u1!Ct tbt Cttm~ tlf ~mttr1! (aoJ 
fir!tt bt nanm anb \ubtl 1lf 
f't fJ.lunbtru tbtrtlf anb tlf 
J.ltf)ur trafti~ mtl u JJtt tu ntl 

till tn V ll1!lltll anb tn tltJ)ur 
Ctortt~. 
r.J11 eaa anb tn \uJJat ma 
~~ nn pat tJJtu \utlttb1! 

· etten~ tlf eemttf1! llt nan j 
\utllt ttll 1!J.lU u I ~a1!bt bt 
ftlrt. 1!t !tball bnlltr~tonbt (40J 

V _It) btn btf lfbtrall tdmu 
b1! tbt \ubttbt btj all !dtnu 



7 

that is to say how, and _in what 

wise, the science of Geometry (30] 

first began, and who were 

the founders thereof, and of 

other crafts more, as it is noted 

in the Bible and in other 

stories. 

fTil ow and in what man- . 

~~ ner that this worthy 

science of geometry began, I 

will tell you, as I said be-

fore. Ye shall understand [ 40] 

that there be 7 liberal sciences, 

by the which 7 all sciences 



8 
[Fol. 5 b.] 

anb uafttu tn tbt \uorlb \utrt 
f~rftt founbt. anb tn tfptttall 
for bt tG tauutr of all. P tG to 
Ct~ p tttmu of ~ tnu~ ~f all 
~tJ.Jer fJ bt. tbt \ubttbt bjt rtt 
mu bm talltb tbuu. au for p . · 
firftt V tG talltb funbammt 
of uttmu btu name tu. graift) [ooJ 
bt tttbttb a man ~~tbfull~ to 
Cptltt anb to \urttt trul1!. ~J.Jt 
!ttunbt tu rttbortlt. anb bt tt 
tbttb a man to Cptltt formabt 
11! anb £a1!ft. 1;JJe tbrtb tu 
btoltttt!=' anb V Cttmu tttbttb 



and crafts, in the world, were 

first found, and in especiall 

for he is causer of all, that is to 

say the science of geometry of all 

other that be, the which. 7 sci­

ences are called thus. As for the 

first, that is called [the] fundament 

of science, his name is grammar, [50] 

he teachetl;t a man rightfully to 

speak and to write truly. The 

second is rhetoric, and he teach· 

eth a man to speak formab-

ly and fair.. The third is 

djalecticus, and that science teacheth 
0 



10 
[Fol. 6.) 

a man ro l:lt~tmtt tbt tro\utbt 
frll p falu anb ttlmtnl!? tt t~ 
ttlltb art J.lt !tlpJJ',utf!?. ~t ftlurtb 
~~ talltb arCntttf!?lt V \uJJttbt [OOJ 

tttbftb a man tbt ttaftt llf 
oo\umbttu ftlr ttl rtlt~ anb 
to maltt a ttlunt9 of all tJJ~gt 
~t (iftt ®tmttf!? tbt \uJJttJJ 
tttJJttb a man all tJJt mtW 
anb tntturu anb pl.lnbtraton 
llf \u~gJJt~ llf all man• ttaft9 
~t. bt. tu tnU.Gtlt9 tJJat tttbftJJ 
a man tbt ttaftt llf ttlnJJ tn 
OOt!?U of bo~u · anl:l tlrgan &' [701 



a man~to discern the truth 

from the false, and commonly it is 

caJJ.ed art or sophistry. The fourth 

is called arithmetic, the which [60] 

teacheth a man the craft of 

numbers, for to reckon and 

to make account of all things. 

The fifth [is] geometry, the whick 

teacheth a man all the metcon, 

and measures, and ponderacion, 

of weights of all mana craft. 

The 6th is music, that teacheth 

a man the craft of song, in 

notes of voice and organ, and . [70] 

11 



12 
(FoL 6 b.] 

trllntpt anll.J.Jarp anlJ llf all . 
lltbur a!tt~n~n ttl J.Jtm. ~t 
btj tu a!trllnll~ tJ.Jat tttbftb . 
man V tllutu llf tbt tonnt 
anll llf .f' mount anb llf lltW 
f~U ~ plantt!?U llf J)mtn. 
rzmllftt mtmt tu·prind 
L:z1 pall~ ttl trttt llf ~rut 
funlJatron llf .fJ \ullrtbt !t}!!U 
llf 4ktnt.~ anll \ut \utrt [so] 

f1 founbtru ~ llf au I ut~llt 
f.l~ fort tbtr lltn bij ltbtraU 
!t~mu p tu ttl ft~ bij !tim~ llt 
~aft!!~ tJ.Jat btn frt tn btm · 



trumpet, and harp, and of all 

others pertaining to. them. · The 

7th is astronomy, that teacheth 

man the course of the sun, 

and of the moon, and of other 

atars and planets of heaven. 

17\lur intent is princi-

~ pally to treat of [the] ffrst 

foundation of the worthy science 

of geometry, and we were . [80] 

the founders thereof, as I said 

before. There are 7 liberal 

sciences, that is to say, 7 sciences, or 

crafts, that are free in them-

13 



14 
[Fol. 1·] 

utlft tbt \ubttbt \Jtj. l~um ­
tlnlt b~ 6tmtttr. anb 6t 
mttfl? tu au llt(ltbt ttl te~ 
u tbt nteturt tlf tbt trtb 
et ute btttt~ a gttl g q·n ~ ttr 
a lattnt & metroii quob i [9o·J 

· mentura. · f6ii 6twtrta. t. 
menuiir terre uti terra~. 
tbat tu ttl ra~ tn tngltutbt tbat 
6 twtrta tu I tt~b llf gttl p tu 
tn gru. trtbt, anb mttrtlfi f1 tu 
ttl !t~ mtturt. ~nb tbu.u tu j.t 
nam (If ~ tmttrta tilpo\Jn~b 
attb tu tt~b tbt metur of J1 trtbe. 



selves, the which 7 live 

only by geometry. And geo­

metry is as WICh to say 

.as the measure of the earth, 

" Et _sic dicitur a geo ge quin R ter 

a latin et metron quod .est 

men sura. Una Geometri& in 

mensura terra vel terrarum," 

that is to say in English, that 

gemetria is, I said, of geo that is 

in gru, earth, and metron, tha.t is 

to say measure, and thus is this 

name of Gem€!tria compounded 

15 

[90J 

and is said [to be J the measure of the earth. · 



1~ 

[P'ol. 1 b.) 

r;;;aerbtlt 1!t not tJJat 1 
l&lft1?lJ~atalltdmCI1!Ui [100J 

aU onl1! b1! tbt tetmu .;~f ~ tmt 
tf1!. ffur tbtrt tu nom artifid::: 
au nt buneraftt tJJat tu \uro~tJJ 
b1! mattl!U bllnlJ but bit tu 
\utllU~!Wt b.~ ~tntttQ!. anlJ a 
notabull eaute. fot tf a ntan 
\ullttbt 1il btu bonbtu .bt \uor 
tJJ~tJJ i6 tuiftt malf tolt anb 
p> tu nl.lnt tnttnunmt of ma::: 
teriall tJJtn~ tn tJJtu \uorlbt [110J 

llut bit eow of jt lt1!nbt of 
trtbt anb to ertJJe JJtt \uole 
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1
1\il nrvel ye not that I 

_M_I said that all sciences live, f100l 
all only, by the science of geome-

try, for t~ere is none [of them J atiifici­

al. No handicraft that is wrought 

by mans hand but it is 

wrought by geometry, and a 

notable cause, for if a man 

work with his hands he wor-

keth with some manner [of] tool, and 

there is none instrument, of ma-

terial things, in this world 1110 J 
but it come[ s J of the kind of 

earth, and to earth it will 
D 



15 
[Fol. 8.] 

tumt a l?m. anlJ tbtr iJ fiQ · 
tnttrummt f1 iJ to tt~ a ttllt 
to \ufrtbt 1b llut ·bit batb . 

~0 ~ 

Jtlmt Rtlt~tlrtftln llU'Itt or Iartt 
~nlJ prtlptlrtftln iJ mtturt 
tbt ttllt tr tbt tnttrummt 
tu trtbt. ~nlJ etmt~ .. 
tatb tbt mt!urt tlf ntlJ'l lllbt~ [12o1 

ftlrt I mal? ttl! p mm ll!Utn 
all lll? 6 tmt~. fttlr all 
mtn f)trt tn tbt. \uorlbt l~t 
lll? V Ialltlur tlf btr bonb~u. 
rr;;;&Onl? 1lU'I .Pllatftln~ I 
~ \utllt ttllt l?tl\u \ub~ p 



turn again, and there is none 

instrument, that is to say a tool 

to work with, but it li.ath 

some proportiP., more or less . 

.And proportion is measure, 

the tool, or the instrument, 

is earth. And geometry is 

19 

said [to be] the measure of [the] earth, Where- L 120] 

fore, I may say that, men live 

all by geometry, for all 

men here in this world live 

by the labour of their ~ds. 

lUI any ID:Ore probations I 

~ will.t~ll you, why that 



20 
[FoL S b.] 

etmttQ! tu tbt ttimu p all rt 
~nalllt min 11?Ut ll1?. llut I 
ltut JJtt at 1J t1?mt for .fJ IO!lt 
J)ttUt Gf \uQ?t1?n.u. rotb nG\u (1so] 

I \uoll .]Jttbt fottbtt Gn mt ma 
tn. 1!t ttball bnlltrtronllt fJ 
amon.ut all Jt traf~ Gf p 
\uGrlbt-.Gf manmu n·aftt 
matonQ? JJatJJ tJJt. mottt oo 
talltlttt anb mottt Jtt Gf p 
!titrus ~tmttQ! ~ JJtt tu 
nottb anb !t1?b tn trortall 
u tn tbt ll1?ll1!ll anb in tJ)e 
mat~ .!If trorttu. atlb t~ polt (140J 

I trontto 



geometry is the science that all rea­

sonable men live by, but I 

leave it, at this time, for the long 

:ZI 

process of writing. And now (130] 

I will proceed further on my matter. 

Y e shall 1mderstand that 

among all the crafts of the 

world, of man's craft, 

masonry hath the most notabil­

ity and most part of this 

science, geometry, as it is 

noted and said in history, 

as in ~the Bible, and in the 

master of history. And in [the) Policronicon, [140] 



[Fol. 9·] 

a trl.ln~tlt p~b anb tn tbt 
ttotit~ V ~ nanub lStba. 
bt lma,nint tmibt k ~~obof9 
ttbom.olt_uta~. jttletJJobtws 
epu~ k marttrP. lnb ot.W 
nttn}? m.o tt~b .fl maton!~ ~ 
prtntipall of citmttr}? au 
tnt tbtnlt}?tb JJtt ma}? \utll 
bt ta}?b for JJtt 1uau .f1 ~r!tt. 
tbat \uau U.unbl.ln au JJtt ~ [t5o] 

nottb tn tbt b~ull tn .11 fir~t · 
bl.lltt llf ew.utu tn tbt tttj 
eJJapf!>. !!nb auo au tbt bl.lt 
ttluru aforta~bt aeorllttb fj) ro 



a chronicle printed, and in the 

histories that is named Bede. 

"J)e Imagine Mundi;" et Iaodorul 

"B'lobollp1'1.1lta."' MtetlodiU8, 

EpiscopU8 et Martiria, and oth~, 

many more, said that masonry is 

principal of geometry, as 

me thinketh it may well 

be said, for it was the first 

23 

that was founded, as it is [1501 

noted in the Bible, in the first 

book of Genesis in the 4th 

chapter ; and also all the doc-

tors aforesaid accordeth thereto, 



[Fol. 9 b.] 

lnll tiime tlf J)em Ct1!tbt J)tt 
mtlrt tlpml1! anb pla!!nl!! 
Q!~t u J)tt tettJ)e tn tbt b!! 
bulle tnettu QQOOQQQQQOOOQOOQOO 

JJam tu ltne Itn!!allt 
tont llt!ttnb!!RJl btlUU' [160] 

tJJ J age tlf allam b!!(ore 
ootu flolle ~ \uau a maii V 
\uu tltp!!lllat_nttb tbt 
\uJJttJJt J)allll t tj \u1!ft'eu J1 
tln JJ1!1lbt alia ~ a ootJJtr 
Cella b!! tJJt (!!rtt \u~e }>at 
JJ!!!lbt alla~be uau tj .COtt!!u 
fJ tlnt JJ1!1lbt jobtl anll tbt tl ~ . 



and some of them saith it 

more openly, and plainly, 

right as it saith in the Bi-

. ble, Genesis. 

25 

lA dam's line lineal 

~ son, descending down (160 1 
the 7th age of Adam befor6 

Noah's flood, there was a man that 

was named La.m.ech the 

which had 2 wives, the 

one bight Adah, and another 

Zillah ; by the first wife, that 

bight Adah, he begat 2 sons · 

that one hight Jabal, and the other 
B 



26 
(Fol 10.] 

f.Jf.Qf.Jt juball. ;; J.Je tlbtt funt 
jolltll f.Jt \uM tfJt fitut maii L 17o J 
Jf tW' founb gtntt~ anb 
tnafun~. anb f.Jt ntabt J.Jo\u · 
!tu & nallll!b tn V lll!llull 
l9at9 babttanttii tn tmto::. 
rtu atq~ pauto~ ~JJat tu to 
Ctl! fabtt of mtn b\utlll!UJJ 
tn tmttu tt tu b\utlll!UJJ 
J.Jo\uttu. a. f.Jt \uu cta~tn tu 
mat~ maUln anb golf)nor. 
of all f.Jfu \utrlt~u \uf.Jan flBOJ 
f.Jt utabe .fl. 4t ttt of enotf.J 
tJJat \uass tbe fitttt ur itt . 



bight J ubal. The elder son, 

J sbal, he was the first man 

that ever found geometry and 

masonry, and he made houses, 

and [is J named in the Bible · 

" Pater habitancium in tento-

ris atque pastorum," that is to 

say, father of men dwelling 

in tents, that is, dwelling 

houses. And he was Cain's 

master mason, and governor 

27 

[170} 

of all his works, when [180] 

he made the city of Enock, 

that was the first citv : · · . 



28 
[Fol. rob.] 

tbat \uu tJJe firtt GI:tte f'at 
e:W) \uau mabe anb jt mabe 
l\a1?nte ~bant tu tone. ab 
1;?af ttl JJtu o\une tone ¢notJJ 
anb 1;?atl tJJe €1;?tt tJJe nit 
of JJtu Cone anb ltall1!b Dtt 
~otb. anb no\u JJtt tu 
tall1?b effra1!m anb jt) \uas [I90l 

Cttenu of ~tm~tf1! anb ma 
tonrt Q!rCt otmpieb anb 
totrm1!b for a Cttenu anb 
for a trafte anb Co \ue nta1? 
U1? p J)it \uu tabCe k fti 
batton of all traft1?U anb 



that was the first city that 

ever was made, and that made 

Cain, Adam's son, and 

gave to his own sen Enock, 

and gave the city the name 

of his son, and called it 

Enock. And now it is 

29 

called Ephraim, and there was l190] 

[the J science of Geometry, and ma-

sonry, first occupied, and 

contrenid, for a science and 

for a craft, and so we may 

say that it was [the J cause and foun­

dation of all crafts, and 



30 
[Fol. 11.) 

tttmu. !nb alto· I' ntaii 
iof.ltll \uau taUtlY ~a~ 
~auto~ 
r;rg~t mau~ J.lf ttorftu [~ooJ 
L:m1J ttttJJ anb f.ltba bt !!ma 
Jn!nt mftbt polftrJ.lnftJ.ln ~ 
J.lt}Jtr mo tt~n tbat JJt \uas 
Pt firut tJJat ntabt btp_ttton 
J.lf IJ.lnb .fl tu.V~ man n~!lbt 
ltno\ut JJtu o\unt gtJ.l\lnbt 
anb laf.lourP tbttY on au for 
JJtu il\unt. «nb aluo JJt bt 
_pdb flotlttU J.lf (tf.Jtpt .fJ 
tu~~ ntan m~!lbt ltno\u JJts L 21o] 



sciences, and also this man, 

J a ball, was called u pater 

pastorum. '' 

31 

rrr;- he master of stories · l200] 

~--~ saith, and Bede, De Im-

agine Mundi, [the 1 Policronicon, and 

other more say that he was 

the first that made depercession 

of land, that every man might 

know his own ground, 

and labour thereon, as for 

his own. · And also he de­

parted flocks of sheep, that 

every man might know his [2101 



32 
[Fol. 11 b.] 

ll\unt ftfJtpt anl:J ro \ut ma~ 
!t~ tJ.Jat bt \uau tbt firft 
founl:Jtt of V !tftnu. ~tl:J btu 
.brlltbtt juball. or tuball 
\uau founl:Jtt of ~!~Itt k 
Conn au ptctogllrau t~tb 
tn polttron~ton anl:J tbt 
tamt !t~tbt ~U.l:JourJ) tn btu 
ttbtmougtju tn tbt bj. boltt 
tbttt bt U!!tbt tbat bt \uu [22o1 

fJ fir!t founl:Jttt of ~!~Itt 
anl:J tongt anl:J llf lltgan k . 
ttllmpt anl:J bt founl:Jt Pat 
tttmu b~ tbt U.\unt ll! pon 

lbttatton 



own sheep, and so we may 

say that he was the· :first 

founder of that science. And his 

brother J ubaJ, or Tubal, 

· was [the J foCIIder of music and 

song, as Pythagoras saith 

in [the J Policronicon and the 

same saith Isodore in his 

Ethemologies, in the 6th book, 

there he saith t.hat he was 

the :first founder of music, 

and song, and of organ and 

trumpet, an~ he found that 

science by the sound of pon-

lderation 

33 

[220] 



84 
(Fol. u.] 

of JJtu llrotJJertu banter~ V 
\uau tullalta~m.QQQQQQOOQQQU 

• , etJ)el~ au p ll~llull 
~br • !t}!tb tn tbt tJJapttrt 
jt tu to {t}! tbt tttj (If e tntf . 
p~ JJe te~tb lamttb gate apon [2aoJ 
JJiu lltbtr \utfft p JJtwt tella · 
a font & a bobt1Y p na1neu of 
tbf \utrt tleptb tullalta~ln 
It \uau p font •. & JJiu bllllfJttr 
JJtwt neenta & au tbt. polt 
tron~ton te~tJJ fJ fomt 1ntn 
te~ J:f !tbt \uau noeu \u~fft 
\ut}t' JJt llt to o(lY no \ut atterntt 

I.JJttt nott 



of his brothet·'s hammers, that 

was 'fubal Cain. 

~~ oothly as the Bible 

~ saith in the chapter, 

that is to say, the 4th of Genesis, 

35 

that he saith Lamech begot upon [:2jO] 

his other wife, that hight Zillah, 

a son, and a daughter, the names of 

them were called Tubal Cain, 

that was the son, and his daughter [was] 

called Naamah, and as the Poli-

cronicon saith, that some men 

say that she was Noah's wife: 

whether it be so, or no, we affirm 

lit not. 



36 
[Fol. 11. b.] m(!t ftbull'l bnberftonb' 

fJ ptu Cone tubalta~nt l240 1 
\uau founber of Ctn~tbtu 
traftt anb of o f1> traft9 Dt 
tnetttl fJ tu to ft~ of e~ron 
of bratre of golbt & of CtluV 
au Conte bl.ltturu Ce~n & btu 
c~~ neema \uau f~nbtr of 
b.le~ Ctraft. for b~ fort f:f tfmt 
\uau no dotb \utu~n but 
tbe~ bib up~nnt ~tmt anb 
ltn~ttt bit & ntabt b'i Cutbt L25oJ 

tlotb~nn au tbe~ totttbt 
but a.u p \uoman nttma 
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fVI e shall understand 

~ that this son Tubal Cain [240] 

was [the J founder of smiths' 

craft, and of other crafts of 

metal, that is to say, of iron, 

of brass, of gold, and of silver, 

as some doctors say, and his 

sister N aamah was finder of 

weavers-craft, for before that time 

was no cloth woven, but 

they did spin yarn and 

knit it, and made them such [2501 

clothing as they could, 

but as the woman N aamah 



38 
[Fol 13.) 

U.unbt .f:J traft of \utul?nn 
k ]ifurt J)tt \uau ltalltb \uo 
mtnl?U traft. anb Ptu tij 
llrotJJtfl?n afort!al?b J)ab ltno\u 
ll?tbt V gob \uolb taltt \ltn 
ganu fur (l?nnt o f1> ll1? Q?rt 
or \uattr anb tbtl? J)ab grtW 
tart J)o\u tbtl? ntl?~t bo to f260J 
taut V fttmu tJ)at Ptl? U.iibt 
anb Ptl? toltt J)tr ton!tll9 

to gtbl?r k lll? all J)tr \utW> 
fJtl? !tl?bt p \utrt. fj ma~ of 
!tonn of !utf)t ~tu p fJ ont 
\uolbt ntu9 llrtnnt & V !toit 



found the craft of weaving, 

and therefore it was called wo­

mens' craft,. and these 3 

brethren, aforesaid, had know­

ledge that God would take ven­

geance for sin, either by fire, 

39 

or water, and they had greater 

care how they might do to [2601 

save the sciences that they [had] found, 

ancl they took their counsel 

together and, by all their witts, 

they said that [there J were 2 manner of 

stone[ s J of such virtue that ·the one 

would never burn, and that stone 



40 
[Fol. 13 b.] 

tu tall~b tnarb~U. ~ fJ o jt) utoii 
fJ \uollnot C~nltt tn \uaW. ~ 
V utont tu nant~b Iamu. anb 
lo. Pt~ btu~C~b to \uQ!tt all [21o1 

fJ Ctttnu Jl Pt~ J.Jab tUlunbt tn 
tJJtu tj tton~u tf fJ gob \uolb9 

taltt \Jtnganu ll~ f~rt .fJ V 
ntarb~Il CtJJolbt not llrtnne 
~tb 1!f gob Ctnbt \Jtnganu 
ll~ \uaVJ V Pt J.lpY !tf.Jlllbt not 
brount. ~ uo Pt~ pra~tb W 
tlbtr llrotJ)tr jobtll jJ \uolb 
maltt tj. ptlltru of ptu. tj. 
ttontu J1 tu ttl Ct~ of ntarbH [2soJ 



is called marble, and that ot~er stone 

that will not sink in water and 

that stone is named latre~, and 
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so they devised to write all [270] 

the sciences that they had found in 

these 2 stones, [so that J· if that God would 

take vengeance, by fire, that the 

marble should not burn. 

And if God sent vengeance, 

by water, that the other should not 

drown, and so they prayed their · 

elder brother Jabal that [he] would 

make 2 pillars of these 2 

stones, that is to say of marble [280] 
G 



42 
(Fol. 14.] 

anb .of Iaeuu anb fJ JJe \uJ.llb 
\urtte in tbt tj. p~ltru aiF 
p !ttenu ~ trafr fJ all? f't~ 
ball founbe. anb to JJt bib 
anb Jj for \ue nta1! te~ .fJ 

· JJe \uu tttJ.l!t tofi~n!f tn 
!tienu for JJe f~rtt ll~nan 
~ ~fonneb tbt tnb ll~ for 
notu flobe.~ m !ffllll~ ltno\u~nn J.lf [2ooJ 

V bengannu p gob 
\uolbe !enbt \uJJetJJn JJtt 
!tJJolbt be llt f~re J.lt llt \ua~ 
tbt llrttbttnt JJabbt JJtt n.O 



and of latres, and that he would 

write in the 2 pillars all 

the science[ s ], and crafts, that all they 

had found, and so he did 

and, therefore, we may say that 

he was most cunning in 

science, for he first began 

and performed the end before 

Noah's :flood.·; 
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f--vl indly knowing of [290 l 
~ that vengeance, that 'God 

would send, whether it 

should be by fire, or by water, · 

the brethren had it not 



[Fol. 14 b.] 

ll!' a ntaWJ J.lf a .PPbtt!' . tbt!' _ 
\utrt It gob b.lJ.llb fmb ont flY 
J.lf. anb _It) for ~tt \urtttn 
Jit~ fttmu in V. tj. ptltru 
J.lf ftont. ~nb tiimt ntm tt!' . 
V Pt!' \urttm in J1 Ctontu rsooJ 

· all Pt. btj Cttmu. but au 
.Pt!' tn bttt tn!'nbt .If a btn 
gannu Ctbolbt tomt. · ~n'tl 
CJ.l btt \uau J1 nob Cmb btn . 
gannu to jJ J1) tontt tutbt 
a flobt Pat all" fJ \uorl ~au 
bro\untb. anb alF nttn \utY 
btbt pY tn taut. bttj. ~uontu 



by a manner of a. prophecy, they 

wist tha.t God would send one there­

of, and therefore~ they: wrote 

their sc~enceL s] in the 2 pillars 

of stone, and some men say 

that. ta~ ~te. in the stones [ 300] 

all the_7 science[ s], but as 

they [had] in their)nind[ s] that a ven­

geance should come. And 

so it was that God sent: ven-· 

geance so that there came such 

a flood that all the world was 

drowned, and all men were 

dead therein, save 8 persons, 



46 
[Fol 15.] 

~nb f.J \uau not anb btu 
\u!!tft. anb bfu ttj. UOR!!U &" [310] 

btrt \u1!lftu. of \ubttbt. ttj 
uontu aH fJ \uorlb tatn of. 
anb btrt nant!!U \utrt na 
m~b tn tJJtu man\). "mi ~. 
& ,iapJjet. anb JJ flobt \uau 
ltalltbttOtu flobt ttor bt & 
btu tbtlbrtn \utrt rau!!b If> 
tn. ~nb afW tJJtu flobt man!! 
~trtu au J1 trOtt!!tlt ttllttb 
tbtu. tj. ptlltru \utrt founbt [3201 

& au jt pol!!trontton Ct!!tb It 
a. grttt tlttite .fJ talltb puto::: 

tnorau 
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And that was Noah, and his 
' 

wife, and his three sons, and l310] 

their wives, of which 3 

sons·all)he·world came of, 

and their names were na-

med in this manner, Shem, Ham, 

and J aphet. And this flood was 

called Noah's flood, for he, and 

his children, were saved there­

in. 4nd ~er this flood many 

years, as the chronic~e telleth, 

these 2 pillars were found, [320] 

and as the Policronicon saith, that 

a great clerk that [was] called Pythag­

loras. 



48 
[Fol. 15 b.] 

U'lnbt f.J ont anb fJtrmtu V 
pJJtltul.lpfJrt fl.lnbt .fJ l.ltbtr. & 
tbtt tou!lJJt fl.lrtfJt p Ctftnu fJ 
tbtf funbt- (1) 1! \ut1!ttn. OCOCOO mbtl1! tron~dt anb !ttl 

rtall anb mtn1! otJJtr 
dtt1t1!U anb tbt ll1!llull tn p'ntf 
pall \utttmtu l.lf · tbt malt1!nn, [330l 

l.lf tbt tourt of llalltll.ln anb JJtt 
·tu \urtttn tn p lltllull Gene~' 
«ap0 If. \uo j1 C:am notu 
~nt gatt ntmllrl.ltbt anb fJt 
\ua~ a ·~!W~ man apl.ln f1 
trtbt anb fJt \ua~ a Utrl.ltt gY 



found that one, and Hermes, the 

philosopher, found that other, and 

they taught forth the sciences that 

they found therein written. 

fVl very chronicle, and his­

~ tory, and many other 

clerks, and the Bible in princi-

49 

pal, witnesses of the maldng (330] 

of the tower of Babel, and it 

is written in tJ:te Bible, Genesis 

Chapter x., how that Ham, Noah's 

son, begot Nimrod, and he 

waxed a mighty man upon the 

earth, and he waxed a strong 
H 



50 
[Fol. 16.] 

tnan ltltt a ci1!ant anb bt \ua 
a grttt lt~ng. anb tbt ll1!m?U 
~gY t"Jf J)tu lt1!UJlbt'IUt \uaG 
ttt\u lt~ngbil t1f llallthln anb L 340 J 
aratJJ. anb artbab. k talan k 
tbt lonb t1f ftnnart. ~nb tbtu 

C:•m 
uantt ~e~Mt·etJJ llt ganPfto\urt 
nf llallflon a~ J)t tawtJjt anb 
bt taugbt to btu \utrlttmm V 
trattt of mtfurl anb bt bab · 
in b~ monl! ntaton1!1 mo Pi 
,:I. fJ oufanb. anb bt hlu1!b k 
tbtrtttbtb tbtm \utll. anb bit 
tu \uf1!ttn tn polttrontton anb [350] 



man, like a giant, and he was 

a great king. And the begin-

ning of his kingdom was [that of the 1 
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true kingdom of Babylon, and [340] 

Arach, and Archad, and Oa.Ian, and 

the land of Sennare. And this 

same Nimrod began the tower 

of Babylon 

he taught to his workmen the 

craft of measures, and he had 

and 

with him many masons, more than 

40 thousand. ·And he loved and 

cherished them well. And it 

is written in [the 1 Policrooicoo, and [350] 



52 
[Fol. 16 b.) 

tn Jt lltU~ or ttorftu anb tn 
otbtt ttorftl mo. anb 15 a part 
\u1!tntu fl1!flull tn tbt tame 
,:. tbap~ \ubtt> bt Ct1!tb I' a 
Curt V \uu n~t lt1!Rnt to 
dm~i\t o\ut or. V lonbt of 
ftnart anb. bt h~lltb tbt ctttt 
J}un~bt anb.plattu anb ojt) 
ntO f>ws bt Ct1!tb. il e tt·a · tlla 
& be Cenn~re egrdtuu eut atux:JJ [3601 

& tbtfitautt ftun1_!\ltn & pla:: 
ttau.tiutta~ & tale & 3Jeuu qoq~ 
tnVJ ntttt1!btn & btt i «tiutta15 

ntagna. QQQOOQQQOO~(JQOCQQ 



in the master of stories, and in 

other stories more, and this in part 

witnesseth [the 1 Bible, in the same 
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x. chapter [of Genesis, 1 where he saith that A­

sur, that was 'nigh [of] kin to 

Nimrod, Land] went out of the ~d of 

Benare and he built the city [of] 

Nineveh, and Plateas, and other 

more, thus he sa.ith " de tra. ilia 

et de Bennare egressus est Asur, [360] 

et edificavit Nineven et Plateas 

civitatem et Cale et Jesu quoque, 

inter Nineven et hwc est Civitas 

magna.'' 



.... '-

[Fol. 17.) 

nweron \uolbt fJ \ut ftbolb 
~ ttllt opunl~ bo\u k tn 
\ubat manY tbat .It tbargeu 
of matontraft \uau Q?ttt foii 
b~b Sl bo ~af f~rtte J1 name 
to btt of matonrt. anb ~t ra7oJ 
ttb~llltna\u \utll Jf btt tolb 
anb \urtten tn polttrontton k 
tn ntttbobu.u tpiiu anb ntart!} 
fJ atur fJ \uau a \uortJJ~ lorb 
of tennart tmbt to nttnbrotb 
.ftlt~nge to tmbt b~ matonu 
anb \uorltemm of traft jJ ~.Qbt 
JJtlpt b~tn to make btu GI:tte 
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I I ea.son would that we should 

tell openly how, and in 

what manner, that the charges 

of mason-craft was first found-

ed and wh~ gave first the name 

to it of masonry. And ye [3701 

shall know well that it [is J told 

and written in [the J Policronicon and 

in Methodius episcopus 8Jld Martyrus 

that Asur, that was a worthy lord 

of Sennare, sent to Nimrod 

the king, to send him masons 

and workmen of craft that might 

help him to make his city 



56 
[Fol. 17 b.] 

If be \uau tn \u1!ll to malte. 
anb nemllrotJJ unbe b~ m [380] 

ct. llf ntUtlttU. ~b \uban f>e1! 
!tbolbe go &' tenbe bi furtJJ. be 
tall1!b bent b1! fur b~ anb te1!b 
to bem 1!e mtl(t go to nt1! to 
f1!n ature to bdpe b~ to btlbe 
a t1!te but lolte Jl1!e be \nell 
go WJtl1!b anb I !tball1!mt 
1!0b a tbarge jlfitable fur 
1!0U&'me.~ rm -en 1!e tome ttl .fJ lorb [390] 

LILli loke J11!e be tre\ue to 
b1!m. l!!lte au 1!t \utllb be to 



that he was in will to make. 

And Nimrod sent him 30 
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(880] 

hundred of masons. And when they 

should go and [he should] send them forth he 

called them before him and said 

to them-" Ye must go to my cou­

sin Asur, to help him to build 

a city ; but look l to it l that ye be well 

governed, and I shall give 

you a charge profitable for 

you and me. 

lml hen ye come to that lord 

L!.!.J look that ye be true to 

him like as ye would be to 
I 

[890] 



58 
[Fol 18.] 

me. anb tntl~ bl.l ~out labl.lut 
anb ttaft anb talt~t tefon:: 
abulll?l.'IUr nttbe jlYfot au ~e 
ma~ beteme anb alto ..fJ ~e 
loue to gebl?t au l?e \uete 
bte pe~n anb bolbe to gebl?t 
trul~. ~ be .fJ batb ml.'l•t eiln~g 
teebe bit to b~u fela\u anb [400J 

louite ~e .Jll.lldlne ~l.'lu a~entt 
~o\ut lotb anb a ml.'lnge 
~o\ur •eUt. fj I nta~ baue 
\uottb~pe anb tJ)l.'lnite for 
me tenb~ng anb tetb~ng 
l?OU tJJe ttafte. anb .f>e~ tef 

1ee~u1!b 



me, and truly do your labour 

and craft, and take reason­

able your meed therefore _as ye 

may deserve, and also that ye 

love together as ye were 

brethren, and hold together 

truly; and he that hath most cunning 

teach it to his fellow ; and [ 400] 

look ye govern you against 

your lord and among 

yourselves, that I may have 

worship and thanks for 

my sending, and teaching, 

you the craft." An:d they re-

lceived 



60 
(Fol. 18 b.J 

tbt tbargt of b~ P \ua.u btrt 
matttlJ anb btrt lorllt. mtll 
\utntt fortbt to aturt. ~ 
lltlllt tbt titt of nun~bt tn L 4Io J 

t J1 eountt of platta.u anll o_ft) 
GL:tttu mo jJ nttn tall tale 
anll Jtutn fJ tu a grtt <£itt 
bt t\utnt <ltalt anll nun~bt 
~ll tn tbtu ntan\J J1 traft 
of maton~ \uau f1!rtt .Pftr 
t1?ll ~ tbarJV!ll btt for a ttteu. 
~~lltru fJ \utxf.> llt for uu 
LaJJ of ntalonu ball tbt!t 
tbargeu \ut!?ttn to bttn au [ 42o J 



the charge of him that was their 

master and their lord, and 

went forth to Asur, and 
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built the city of Nineveh, in l410] 

the country of Plateas, and other 

cities more that men call Ca.le 

and J esen, that is a great city 

between Ca.le and Nineveh. 

And in this manner the craft 

of masonry was :first prefer-

red and charged it for a science. 

I"Ullders that were before us, _ 

~ of masons, had these 

charges written to them as [420] 



62 
[Fol. 19.] 

\ut JJaut no\u tn t1\ur tbar 
~u tlf It (tlll1! tlt etltltbntu 
u \ut JJa\Jt !t1!n JJtnt \urtti 
tn lat!?n Sr tn ,#rmttbt botbt 
f.lut JJo v· entl~?b ttlmt to gt:: 
mttQ! rtton \utllbt \ut 
ttbtllbt ttllt 1!0\u u bit tu 
oottll tn tbt b1!llull & tn otJJtr 
Ctoritl. In ,:tjo GI:apttlO eent('l 
bt ttllttJJ JJo\u fJ abraJJa ttlm to [ 4301 

tbt lonb of ctanan anb o\urt 
lorb -aptq?b to JJ~ anlJ (fl!b I 
ttball gmt tJJtu lonb ttl (Jt 
Cttb. but p !1!11 a grttt JJun.QY 



we have now in our char-

ges of the story of Euclid, 

as we have seen them written 

in Latin and in French both; 
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but how that Euclid came to [the knowledge of] 

geometry reason would we 

should tell you as it is 

noted in the Bible and in other 

stories. In the twelfth chapter of Genesis 

he telleth how that Abraruun came to [ 480] 

the Land of Canaan, and our 

Lord appeared to him and said, I 

shall give this land to thy 

seed ; but there fell a great hunger 
• 



64 
(Fol. 19 b.] 

tn .fllonb. !! nb allrabam toltt 
tara btu· \utff tb btm anb 
!!tb tn to e.Q!!ptt tn P!!l!tft:: 
magt \ub!!It p bungtr bu 
rtb bt \uolbt ll~bt fj). ~nb « 
llrabi u V trOU!!tUll Ct~tb · (440J 

bt \uu a \u~tt man ~nb a 
grttt tltrltt. lnb tobtbt all 
11 btj fdtnu. anb taugbtt 
tbt t.u!!Pt~anu V Jdtnu of 
etntt~. ~nb tbtu \uottb!! 
tltrltt entltbntu \uu btu 
tltrltt anb Itrntb of b~m. 
lnb bt ~aut jJ fit·ttt name 



in that land, and Abraham took 

Sarah, his wife, with him and 

went into Egypt in pilgrim-

age, [and] while the hunger [en ]dur­

ed he would bide there. And A-
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braham, as the chronicle aa.ith, [ 44tO] 

he was a wise man and a 

great clerk, and couthe all 

the 7 science[ s] and taught 

the Egyptians th" science of 

geometry. And this worthy-

clerk, Euclid, was his 

clerk and leamed of him. 

And he gave the first name 
K 



66 
[Fol. J9.] 

of 8 ttntt11! allllt .J:f btt 
\uau otupttb btfor btt ball [ 45oJ 
~ natnt of netntt11!. · J;ut 
btt tu !~1?b of 1?!obour ~tbt 
molo!lfa:t. tn .11 b. boltt. etbt 
molo uta~ Geap0 p 'mo. !t1?tb 
jJ ~tl1?bt \uu on of f1 fir!t 
founbar~ of eenttt11! ~ 
bt ~am btt namt. tfor i 
JJt~ t1?tnt tbtr \uau a \ua 
ttr tn It lonb o! eg1?pt It 
tu tall~b ,Btlo anb btt flo\utb [ 46oJ 
to ferrt tn to p lonbt jJ nttn 
m1?!lfJt not b\utllt ]tJtnOC«.W 



of geometry, all be that it 

was occupied before it had 

no name of geometry. But 

it is said of Isodour, Etke-

mologiarum in the 9th book Etke­

mologiarum, capitolo primo, saith 

that Euclid was one of the first 

founders of geometry, and 

he gave it [that] name, for in 

his time that was a wa-

ter in that land of Egypt that 
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[450) 

is called [the] Nile, and it flowed [ 460] 

so far into the land that men 

might not dwell therein. 



68 
[Fol. ~o b.] 

r;r,JJ)tn tbbs \uottbt 
~ tltrltt ~tltbt taunfJt 
btnt to ntaltt nrett \uall~u 
anb bttbtu to JJolbt o\ut V 
\ua~r .anb bt ll~ ~tmttt 
meturtb .fJ lonbt anb bt~ 
~b JJtt tn b~W'u »~~. & 
tnabt t~ man to tloft btu [ 47o J 
a\unt »tt 1b \ualltu anb 
bttbtu anb ptn JJtt llt tit 
a plmtuou tilunttt of all 
maW> of fttutt anb of ~ongV 
ptplt of mtn anb \uomtn 
tbat fj) \uu to m~tbt ptpull 



hen this worthy 

T clerk, Euclid, taught 

them to make great walls 

and ditches to holde out the 

water; and he, by geometry, 

.measured the land, and depar-

ted it in divers parts, and 
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made every man to close his [470.1 

own part with walls and 

ditches, and then it became 

a plenteous country of all 

manner of fruit and of young 

people, of men and women, 

that there was so much people 



70 
[Folu.] 

of 1?0ngt frutt P tbtl? toutb~ 
not \utllll?Ut. ~b Jt lorb1?U 
uf tbt tountrt l:Jrt\u JJtm to 
gtl:J1?r anl:J mal:Jt a tounttll [ 4soJ 
JJo\u tbtl? m1?uJJt JJtlpt JJn 

· tbtll:Jtf1!n .fl JJal:J no 11?flol:Jt 
ta'potmtt Sr abull for to f1!nb 
JJtm ttlft anb JJtrt tbtlbron 
for Pt1! JJab to manl?. anb 
a monn JJtm all in tounttll 
\uu p \uortJJ1? tltrltt entlt 
bntu anb \uJJm JJt ra\b pat 
all tbtl? tou f' t not bf1?1l!lt 
a bout tbtu mattr. JJt ftl?l:J [ 49o J 



of young fruit that they could 

not well live. And the lords 

of the country drew them [selves J to-

gether and made a council 

how they might help their 

children that had no livelihood, 

competent and able, for to :find 

themselves and their children 

for they had so many. And 

among them all in council 

was this worthy clerk Euclid, 

and when he saw that 

all they could not bring 

about this matter he said 
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[480] 

[490] 



72 
[Fol. :u b.] 

ttl bem \ut1ll ~e take ~o U1n~ 
tn nouYnannu k I ttf)all tetb~ 
bem tutJJt a uden~ .f1 tJJe~ 
ttf)alll!?ue tJJer ll!? jmttl 
ntanl!! bnbtr tonl:ltthln .fJ 
!?e \u!?ll be nuore ro me ro 
~fllurme tJJe noWJnaiiu jt 
I ftJJall tette !?OU roo anl:l 
bem botJJe anl:l tJJe lt!?n!l 
of fllllnl:le anb all j1lllrl:I!?U [ 500J 

b!! one atltnt nraiit1;?l:l p roll. 
r&fl ~Ulln \ut1ll:le fJ eltJ!? ma 
IL&fiJ \ut1ulbt nraunt ttl JJ 
tb!?U!l fJ \uere _pfttablt ttl JJi 



to them-" Will ye take your sons 

in g~vernance, and I shall teach 

them such a. science that they 

shall live thereby gentle-

manly, under condition that 

ye will be sworn to me to 

perform the governance that 

I shall set you to and 

them both." And the king 
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of the land and all the lords, (500] 

by one assent, granted thereto. 

In eason would that every man 

~~ would grant to that 

thing that were profitable to him-
L 



74 
[Fol u.] 

ttlf. anb tbt1! toltt btrt U1 
U!!U tO ttttlfbt to golf>nt 
btnt at btu ohlnt W!!llt ~ 
bt tau!lfJt to btm tbt craft 
tnaUOUf1! aitb 1!af bit fJt 
namt of l§tmttQ? ll1! tabtt [5IOJ 

of JJ ~t!!n!J of V nroun~t fJ 
bt ball tau!lfJt to V ptple 
tn tbt timt of jt tnak1!ll!l 
of p \uall1!U anb bttbtu a 
for Ca!!b to tla\utt out V 
\uat1!r. ~ lfobor Ct1!tb tn btu 
etlltmoltgitu p ~tlibt 
tallttb tbt craft ~tmttQ?a 



self, and they took their sons 

to Euclid to govem 

them at his own will, and 

he taught to them the craft, 

masonry, and gave it the 
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name of geometry, because [510] 

of the parting of the ground that 

he had taught to the people, 

in the time of the ma.king 

of the walls and ditches a-

foresaid, to close out the 

water, and Isodore saith, in his 

Etkemolegiea, that Euclid 

calleth the craft geometry ; 



76 
[FoLu b.] 

~b ~ tJJbs \uottb1!t derlte 
1!af JJtt nante anb taunJJt (52o J 
JJttt tJJe Iorb~ Ulll1!U of f1 
Ionbe .fJ be bab tn btu tetJJin 
~tb be 1!af JJ'i a tJJarne .fJ · 
tJJe1! utJJolbt taUt bert etbe 
otJJer ffelo\ue k . no notJ)er 
\uiut ll1! tabte fJ tJJe1! \utrt 
all of one trafte k of ont . 
nenf1!llllertJ)e bore k JorlJ9 
U.n1!U. ~nb a~o bt Jl \uetJ> 
mout of tOn1!tt1l utJ)olb llt . (5so J 
nouVnour of jJ \uetitt anb 
utbolbe lle tall1!ll mabst!) & 



and there this worthy clerk 

gave it name, and taught 

it the lords' sons of the 

land that he had in his teaching. 

And he gave them a charge that 

they should call here each 

othflr fellow, and no other-

wise, because that they were 

all of one craft, and of one 

gentle birth bom, and lords' 

sons. And also he that were 

. most of cunning should be 

governor of the work, and 

should be called master, and 

77 

f520] 

[530j . 



78 
[Fol. 13.] 

lltbtt tJJargtu llUl p lltn 
\ut1!ttn tn .fJ llllltt llf tJJar 
m?U• ~b £o tlJt1! \utllUgJjt 
iU Ultb!'SS llf .fJ ,funb &' mabt 
tttteu anb toun1!SS taCteltu 
&' templtss anb hlrbtss plattss. 

~t t!Jmt f' 1' tbtl · 
bren llf tcrl b\uelltb [540 J 

~ t tbt~ ltm~b V 
traft llf muon~. ~b 
aftut1uarb Pt!' \utrt 
lJr~en llnt llf em?ptt p t1! 
tomt: tn to fJ hlnb of lltJJeut 
anlJ tu nll\u tall!'b terl~t 



other charges more that are 

-written in the book of char­

ges. And so they wrought 

with lords of the land, and made 

cities and towns, castles 

and temples, and lords' palaces.. 
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I WI bat time that the chi!· 

dren of Israel dwelt [540] 

in Egypt they learned the 

craft of masonry. And 

afterward, [when] they were 

driven out of Egypt, they 

came into the land of behest, 

and is now called Jerusalem, 
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anb JJtt \uau ompteb &' tf)ar 
!J1!U 1? JJolbe. ~nb _f} ntalt~g 
of !alomontu ttntpull .fJ 
lt1?nn ilautb be gan. lt~g [550J 

bautli loul!b \utll ma!onu 
anb JJe 1?lf J)em f1?~t U1?t 
au Pt1? bt no\ue. anb at fJ 
malt1!nn of J1 ttmplt tn 
Calomontu t1?mt u ·JJtt 
tu Ut1?b tn J1 btbull tn fJ 
ttj boltt of Rtgu tn . Wtto 
B.t_gii ~ap0 quinto. ~JJat 
•alomon JJab tttj. ueort 
tJJo\u!anb muonu at [560] 



and it was occupied and char-

ges there held. And the making 

of Solomon's temple that 

king David began. (King 

David loved well masons, 

and he gave them right nigh 

as they be now.) And at the 

ma.king of the temple in 

Solomon's time as it 

is s~d in the Bible, in the 

3rd book of Regum in tercio 

Regum capitolo quinto, that 

Solomon had 4 score 

thousand masons at 
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l550) 

l560] 
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J.Jtu \utrltt. ~tb ~ lt~n.ut• 
!tlnt t1f ~1!f1! tua5 inarw 
ma!tn. ~b t"Jtbtr tron~ 
tlJ.lu J.Jtt iu tt~b & tn tllbt 
btllt~u of ntaCtlnt1! tJJat 
8;alJ.lltUln tofirmeb ]1 tJ.Jar 
.U1!U jt bautb J.Jtu fabtr J)ab 
1!tut ro mafunu. ~nb talJ.l 
mt"Jn J.J!?m !tlf tau.uJ.Jt J.Je 
J.Jtrt maneru but lt~ll [570J 

bttteranu fro tbt maneru 
tJJat oo\u ben b!1!b. !!nb frtl 
tJJenu 15 \uottJJ1! ftfmu 
\uau llrou.uJ.Jt r to frauntt 



his work. And the king's 

son, of Tyre, was his master 

mason. And [in J other chroni­

cles it is said, and in old 

books of niasonry, that 

Solomon confirmed the char­

ges that David, his father, had 

given to masons. And Solo­

mon himself taught them 
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there manners [with J but little [570] 

difference from the manners 

that now are used. And from 

thence this worthy science 

was brought into France 
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~nll tn ttt man~ ttfj regffiu m . timtl!me tJJer \ua 
a \uttrtb~e It~nn tn 

ttraunu J1 \uau dep~ll eta 
rttluu !'tlliiu .JI1!U ttl !e~ 
<!Cbarl~u jJ !ernnlle. ~nll p [5so] 

Grbarl~u \uu el~te It1!nn 
ttf ttraunu b~ tJJe grate ttf 
gttll & b~ l~nage aluo. ~nll 
!uiiie nten Ce~ fJ bt \uu 
elitt b~ fortune I' \ubftbe 
tu falu au b1! tron~de be 
\uau ttf V lt~ngeu lllttlle 
1\.tt~al. ~nll 1J !ante k~nn 



and into many other regions. 

~~ ometim.e there was 

~ a worthy king in 

France that was called Ca­

rolus secundus, that is to say, 
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Charles the Second, and this [580] 

Charles was elected king 

of France, by the grace of 

God and by lineage also. And 

some men say that he was 

elected by fortune, the which 

is false, as by [the J chronicle he 

was of the king' s blood 

royal. And this same King, 
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Gtbarll!U \uu a tnaton 
bt for J:f bt \uu It!!nn. «nb (59o J 
aW> jt bt \uau It!!nn bt ltlul!lr 
maCon~ ·~ tbtrCtbflr tJJtnt 
anlr l!Rf btm tbar!tl!~ anlr 
man\)!!~ at bt~ lrtbtCt J1 \ubttbe 
Cii llm ~tt bCtlr tn frauntt 
anlr bt orlrtl!tt!?lr tJJat Ptl! 
Ctb!~llrt J)aut a Cttnll! !~ttl!~ · 
tn f1 ~nt anlr tomt anlr 
tptltt to gtbl!i anlr for to bt 
rtultlr bl! maCttr~ ~ ftlo\u~ [600 J 
of tJJl!nnt~ a ntl!fft. 

· · ~ .Blr t6nt af~ p tontt 
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Charles, was a. mason 

before that he was king, and [590] 

after that he was king he loved 

masons and cherished them, 

and gave them charges and 

manners at his device, [of] the which 

some are yet used in France; 

and he ordained that they 

should have [an] assembly once 

in the year, and come and 

speak together, and for to be 

ruled by masters and fellows [600] 

of all things amiss. 

And soon after that came 
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ft!!nt ab JJabtll tn tO ~nglonb 
anb JJt ej)W'~b !t~nt ~lbttn 
tO trtuttnbttmt. ~nb ft!!nt 
~lbttn Iob~b \ntll 1natonu 
anb JJt !!af JJtm Q?rlt JJnJJ 
tJJargtu & mantru Q?rlt 
tn ~glonb. ~nb JJt ttr 
bt~ntb toutn~tnt tO pal! ra1o J 
tor .f1 ttaua~lt. ~$ aftv 
V \nu a \nttrtJJ~ lt!!n.QY 
tn ~glonb .fJ \tlu tall~b 
atJ)tlutOnt anb JJtu !!ttn.n 
tut font Iob~b \ntll tJJt 
.ttftnu ttf etmt~. anb 



Saint .Adhabell into England, 

and converted Saint Alban 

to Christianity. And Saint 

.Alban loved well masons, 

and he gave them first their 

charges and manners first 

in England. And he or-
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dained convenient [times] to pay [610j 

for the travail. And after 

that was a worthy king 

in England that was called 

.Athelstan, and his young­

est son loved well the 

science of geometry, and 
N 



!lO 
[Fol. :l6.] 

JJt \u~!t \utll jt JJanb traft 
Jjab tbt pratt1!ltt J.lf J1 ret 
tnu J.lf ~tmttr~ to \utll 
au ~nu \uJJtrtfJ.lrt JJt [620J 

brt\ut JJ~nt~toutll anb ltr 
tt1!b pratt1?ht llf _ft !tftnu 
n'f JJtu !pttulat1!f. $or J.lf Cptt 
tulat~t JJt \uau a ma!tl> 
anb JJt lJ.lb~b \utll uta 
!J.lnr~ anb tna!J.lnu. ~nb 
llt llttJ.lmt a tnuon JJ~m 

• !tift. ~nb JJt !!af JJtm tJJarnt 
anb nattttu au JJtt tu nJ.l\u 
bu~b ill tenglonb. anb tn [6ao] 
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he wist well that hand-craft 

had the practice of the sci-

ence of geometry so well 

as masons, wherefore he [620] 

drew him to council and learn-

ed [the] practice of that science 

to his speculative, for of specu-

lative he was a master, 

and he loved well mason-

ry and masons. And 

he became a mason him-

self, and he gave them charges 

and names as it is now 

used in England, and in [630] 
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otJJere ttluntrteu. ~ n'tl be 
orbt~nt'tl Jj Pe~ ftbulbt J)aut 
rt!tlnallull pa~. ~nb pur 
tbt!tb a fre patent tlf .1' lt~g 
tbat tbt~ !tbulbe ntaltt a 
!embl~ b.lJ)an tbtf !ab.lt rt~ 
U'lnalll~ t1!nte a tii ttl gt'tlfr ttl 
bttY ttlunutW tlf J1 b.lbftbt 
Gr:bargtu ntantlru k Ctmllle 
au tu \urtte anb taugbt r pe [640 J 
lltllte tlf tlur tbargeu hlber 
fur lime btt at tbfu ~me. m etlb ntm !or tbfu 

tau!t anb 1J ntantP · 

..,.: 



... 

other countries. And he 

ordained that they should have 

reasonable pay and purchas­

ed a free patent of the king 

that they should make [an] assem­

bly when they saw a reason-

able time and come together to 

their councillors of the which 

charges, manners, and assembly, 
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as it is written and taught in the [640] 

book of our charges, wherefore 

I leave it at this time. 

1n1!ood. men for this 

~ cause and this manner 
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[Fol ~7.] 

m~tottt1? tofte ftrCte llt!}?n== 
tl}?ng. JJtt ll~ll !iit!Jmt 

· p grete ~rb~ J)ab not to 
grete p~ltdthlnu p tbt1! . 
tlt!!®tt not a bauntt ·JJere 
fre lltgeton tJ)tlbtq?n for [650J 

.fJ tl! JJab u~ tnan!! ~ ~JJerfore · 
tbt1! tl.lltt tl.luntell J)l.l\ut Pt1! 
tlt!!~t JJere tfJtlbtfl!n abaiitt 
anb l.ltbtl!n JJem ~neCtl!! to 
ll!Ut. ~nb !mbt af~ \u1!tt 
ntat!ttru ~f Jl \ul.lrtJ)t !tt 
enu ~f 4Jetnttf1! P J5 tJJ~rl.lu 
JJere \u1!fl1~me !tJJl.llb ~rbe~ 

1 ne 



maj;Jonry took [its] first begin­

ning. It befel sometime[ s] 

that great lords had not so 

great possessions that they 

might not advance their 

free begotten children, for 

they had so many, therefore 

they took counsel how they 

might their children advance 

and ordain them honestly to 

live. And [they] sent after wise 

masters of the worthy sci-

ence of geometry that they, through 

their wisdom, should ordain 
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[650J 
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btnt tii bonttt I~u~ng. 
1tbtn on .of tbtnt V bab .J1 [66o J 
na1nt \ubttbt \uau tall~b 
engltt .f:J \uass motSt futtll 
& \uttt founbtr orbt~ntb _ 
anb art anb tall~b btt ma 
fun~. anb uo ill btu art bo 
ntutl~ bt tJJo~t V tbtlbtrtn 
of grtt Iorbbs bt J1 pra~ 
tr of .f1 fatbtru anb p frt 
\utll of btrt tbtlbrtn. p 
\uttbt \ubtn tbtf tau~t ill [670J 

bft <!Curt bt a £tttt~n ~tit 
pt~ \utt•t not all tl~ltt ab 

1 uu 
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them ~ome honest living. 

Then one of them, that had the [ 660] 

name which was called 

Englet, that was most subtle 

and wise founder, ordained 

an art and called it :Ma-

sonry, and so with his art, hon­

estly, he taught the children 

of great lords, by the pray-

er of the fathers and the free­

will of their children, the 

which when they [were J taught with [670] 

high care, by a certain time, 

they were not all alike able 
0 
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for ro take of p forCt~bt art 
Rlbtrfort f1 forta~bt matt~ 
~ngltt orbt~ntt tbtt \utrt 
patrtng of ton~nn !tbolb 
bt patttnn J)onourtb. ~nb 
btb to tall p tiln~ngY matt~ 
for to tnforntt p lattt of to 
n~nn tnatteru of .fJ \uitbt (6soJ 
\utrt tall~b ma!ttru of no 
btlttt of \utttt anb tiin~nn 
of fJ art. jlttd>ptldrt pet tli 
tnaunbtb fJ tJJtt jJ \utrt laltt 
of \utttt !tbolb not bt tall~b 
!truan~ ntr !ogttt but ftlau 



. for to take of the [a ]foresaid art 

wherefore the [a ]foresaid master, 

Englet, ordained (that] they (who] were 

passing of cunning should 

be passing honured, and 

ded to call the cunninger master 

for to inform the less of cun-

ning masters, of the which 

were called masters, of no­

bility of wit and cunning 

of that art. Nevertheless they com­

manded that they that were less 

of wit should not be called 

servant, nor subject, but fellow, 

(680) 
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[Fol . .~s b.] 

ffi.lr oolltlttt of JJtrt gtn~ll 
. lllollt. In tJJtu ntaiitr \uau J1 
forfa~llt art .lle.uunnt jn J1 
lonllllf e~tt llt J1 forfa~ll [690] 

ntatftv ettglat & uo JJtt \utnt 
fro lonll to lo nllt anll fro lt~g 
llontt to lt~ngbtlmt af~ V. ma:: 
n~ ~trt.u tn p ~mt llf ltl!tt!l 
aliJJtUttlnt \uttJJt \uau tum 
~mt lt~n.ut of ettnlonllt llt 
JJtu toiin!tl"W anb lltJJtr .urtt!> 
lorll~u of fJ lonll llt to~n 
alttnt for .urttt bdabt ~ 
ftnnbt amon_ID) matonu pet [7oo J 



for nobility of their gentle 

blood. In this manner was the 

[a ]foresaid art begun in the 
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land of Egypt, by the [a]foresaid [690] 

master Englet, and so it went 

from land to land, and from king-

dom to kingdom. After that, ma-

ny years, in the time of King-

Athelsta.n, which was some 

time king of England, by 

his councillors, and other greater 

lords of the land, by common 

assent, for great default 

found among masons, they [700J 
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[Fol ~9.) 

.orbt~ntb a ttt·ta~nt rtult 
a mon~u bont on t!Jmt .of 
J1 ~trt or tn ttj ~trt au ntbt 
\utrt t.o .f' lt~ngV anb Jlftt 
lorb~u of .fJ lonbt anb all V 
totntntt fr.o _pil~ntt t.o .PO~tt 
anb fro toiinttt to t.oiintrt 
togrtgattonu Ctbolbt bt ntabt 
b~ ntattttru .of all ntattwu 
matonu anb ftlauu tn tbt [7IOJ 

forta~b art. ~nb f.o at tutbt 
eonrtgatonu tbt~ fJ bt mall 
maCttru !tbolb bt t,:amtnt'tl 
of p artttulu aftv \urittn. & 



ordained a certain rule 

amongst them : one time of 

the year, or in 3 years as need 

were to the king and great 

lords of the land, and all the 

comonalty, from province to province, 

and from country to country, 
I 

congregations should be made, 

by masters, of all masters, 
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masons, and fellows in the [710] 

[a ]foresaid art, and so, at such 

congregations, they that be made 

masters should be examined, 

of the articles after written, and 
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be ranCalt~b \ubetJJer tJJet be 
abull anb ltunn~ng!) to J1 .P 
f~te llf Jt Iorb~u bem to •ente 
anb to P boMur llf V furfatb 
art anb nwre l.l~ tJJe~ Ctbulbe 
rete~ue bere tbarge Jl tJJe~ [720J 

Ctbulb \uell anb tte\ul~ btt 
penbe f' gtlob~u tlf bere Iorbtu 
anb au \udl p Io\uttt au p 
bteCt fur tJJe~ bm ber Iorb~u 
fur V ~me tlf \ubllm Pet take 
bere pa~ fur bere terb~te 
anb ftlr bere ttaua~Ie. ~e 
firttt artttlt 1!U tbtu f.J t~~ 



be ransacked whether they be 

able and cunning to the pro-

fit of the lords [having] them to serve 

and to the honour of the l a ]foresaid 

art. And, moreover, they should 

\05 

receive their charge _that they [720] 

should well and truly ~-

pend the goods of their lords, 

as well the lowest as the 

highest, for they be their lords, 

for the time, of whom they take 

their pay for their service 

and for their travail. The 

first Article is this,-That every 
p 



maiWJ of i'il att (tbulbe be 
hJ~ anlJ tnbJt to fJ lorlJ J1 JJe [730] 

~ bitp~g JJil gobtl 
truU u JJe \oolbt JJil a\um 
\Den bttpmb~b. anb not ~m 
more PBJ! to no maCon tJJan 
be \Dot JJe ma~ bi&rue afD 11 
bertJJe of llorm ~ b~~l in I' 
tintll no fauour m stonb~J 
for euY~ maii to be rebNtrb~b 
aft!> JJil traua~It. ~JJe udnb 
artitlt tl tJJil fJ e~ mafttJ [74.01 

of p art (tJJolbe be \Dameb 
b~ fore to tttm to JJtu toJtegai 
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master of this art should be · 

wise and true to the lord that he [730] 

serveth, dispending his goods 

truly as he would his own 

were dispensed, and not give 

more pay to no mason than 

he wot he may deserve, after the 

dearth of com and victual in the 

country, no favour withstanding, 

for every man to be rewarded 

after his travail. The second 

Article is this,-That every master [740] 

of this art should be warned, 

before, to come to his congregation, 
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V tbtt t.otn 'tlt\ul~ but ~ tbtt 
nta~ alttttf~'tl llt funtt maW) 
tanut. 13ut ne~ltltt tf f't~ 
llt f.ounbt rtllell at futbe til 
nregadon' .or faut1! tn m~ 
ntaW) barme of btre l.orb~' 
att'tl reprent .of tbfu art tbtf 
ftbulbt n.ot llt t,:tttC~b tn n.o [750J 

nta~t .out take t'tll .of 'tletbe 
anb tJJo\u tbe~ lle tn ~~ll .of 
betbe tbt~ ftball \uantt ..fJ 
ntat!~ jt t' p~ndpall .of P 
gebe~ng .of btu bettefe. p 
artttlt ~ tb~ .f1 n.o ntaC~ 



that they come duly, but if they 

may [be J excused by some manner [of] 

cause. But, nevertheless, if they 

be found rebel[lious J at such con­

gregations, or faulty in any 

manner [of] harm of their lords, 

· and reproof of this art, they 
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should not be excused in no [750] 

manner [with ]out taking peril of death, 

. and though they be in peril 

of death, they shall warn the 

master that is principal of the 

gathering of his decease. The 

[third] Article is this,-That no master 
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taltt ooprtnttu ftlr latte tertnt 
tban \ltf '-?tr at P lett. ll'-? 
taui \ubt tutbt au lltn itJ i 
lane tttlnt nta'-? not .Pfittl'-? (7oo J 
tome to btu art. oor allull 
to utrut ttul'-? JJt.u Iorbt to 
taltt au a muon Ctbulbt 
take. ~t tttj arttdt tu 1J 
f1 oo mat~ ftlr oo _pt~te taltt 
oo prtntl.u ftlr to llt leml?b 
tJJat t.u llort of llonbe lllobt 
fort llt eauu of btu Iorbt to 
\ubont bt tu-llonbt \noll talte 
b'-?nt au bt \utll ma'-? fro [77oJ 



take no [ ap ]prentice for [a J less term 

than 7 year[ s J at the least, be-

cause such as be within [a] 

111 

less term may not, profitably, [760] 

come to his art nor able 

to serve, truly, his lord [and] to 

take as a mason should 

take. The 4th Article is this,­

That no master, for no profit, take 

no [ ap ]prentice, for to be learned, 

that is born of bond blood, 

for, because of his lord, to 

whom he is bond, will take 

him as he well may, from [770] 
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btu art&' lebe b!!nt ib b~ out 
of btu lo nne or out of btu 
plate .fJ be wortD!!tb tn for 
btu felauu ~auentv \uolb belp 
b1?m anb bebate for b~. anb 
tberott tnantlauwter t~t. 
t"1?fe bit iu forbebe. ~nb aluo 
for a notber tauCe of btu art 
bit toke lle!J!!ttll1?nn of grete· 
lorbtss tbtlbren frel1? bene~ (7soJ 

au btt iss jUe!!b bt for. ~be 
b. attttle tu tb!!U J1 no tna£19 
!!ef more to btu prentiu tn 
t1?mt of btu prmtt!bobe for 



his art and lead him, with him, out 

of his lodge, or out of his 

place, that he worketh in, for 

his fellows, peradventure, would help 

him and debate for him, and 

thereof manslaughter might 

l a ]rise, it is forbid[ den.] .And also 

for another cause of his art, 

it took beginning of great 
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lords' children, freely begotten, [780] 

as it is said before. The 

5th Article is this,-That no master 

give more to his [ ap ]prentice in 

time of his [ ap ]prenticehood, for 
Q 
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no ,ppJJttt ttl llt take tJ)an J)e 
tUltt \nell JJt ma1? btlterut 
of }1 lorbe · f1 bt feruttJJ it not 
Co UUltbt 11 P lorbt tlf jJ platt 
V JJe tu taunbt jnm ma1? 
J)aue tum .Pf1?tt llt btu te:: [7oo] 

tb1?nn. ~be bf. artttle tu 
tf.Jfu .fJ tUl Uta!~ for Utl tOUt 
t1!!t ne~ .Pfite take tUl pit 
ttu ttl tetJJe .fJ tu bn~f1?tt p 
tu ttl !e1? J)ab~ng tn~ ma~ 
for p \ubttbt J)e uta~ tUlt 
ttt\uel~ \uortbt au JJ~m 
tlugbt for to btl. ~JJt btj. 



no profit to be take[ n], than he 

note[ s] well he may deserve 

of the lord that he serveth, nor not 

so much that the lord, of the place 

that he is taught in, may 
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have some profit by his teach- [790] 

ing. The 6th Article is 

this,-That no master for no coveteous­

ness, nor profit, take no [ ap ]pren-

tice to teach that is imperfect, that 

is to say, having any maim 

for the which he may not 

truly work as he 

ought for to do. The 7th 



116 
[Fol. 31 b.] 

arttde tu tJ)tu p no tnatctl) lle 
1! founbe b.litt!?n!ll!? tlr J)dp [800J 

or _pcure to be nta}?nten& & 
tutte1!tt9' an!? tOlll1!tt tt!'~t\ual 
Iter to robbe bt tJ)e \ufjitbe 
tnantY of tt!'~t\uallt!?ng!) 
tJ)et nta!' not fulf!'ll pY ba~ 
\uerltt anb traue}?ll tJ)oro\u 
tJ tijbttton J)tt:V felauu nt}?~t 
be:mabe \uro\utJ)e. ~be bttj. 
arttde tu tJ)tu .fJ !'f JJtt befall 
fJ an!' ntaCon jt be ~f}?te anb [8IOJ 

tiltt!'ll!l ttlntt for to tetf)e 
\uerlte anlJ f!?nbe an!' bnpfit 
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Article is this,-That no master be 

found wittingly, or help [800] 

or procure, to be [a J maintainer and 

sustainer [of] any common night-wal-

ker to rob, by the which 

manner of night-walking 

they may not fulfil their day's 

work and travail, [and] through 

the condition their fellows might 

be made wroth. The 8th 

Article is this,-That if it befal 

that any mason that be perfect, and [810) 

cunning, come for to seek 

work and find an imperfect, 
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anl:J bnltunn!!UJJ \utlttb1!ttJJ 
jt maC~ tlf V plate CtJJall re 
te1!Ue Jfl)fite anl:J l:J.o a \ue!! .f' 
bn!)fite ttl J1 _pfite tlf btu ltlrl:J 
~be t~. artttle tu tJ.Jtu Pat 
tUl utattW teball uupplant 
a n.otJ.Jer for btt tu Ce1!l:J tn I' 
art tlf mat.ottr!! jt 1Ul man cs2o] 
ttJJ.olbe ntalte mlle ttl \uell 
tlf \uedte btg.onne bt a ntl 
tJ.Jer ttl .f' llfite tlf btu furl:Je 
u be btgan bit for t.o ml:J 
JJtt llt btu ntateru .or ttl \uboe 
J)e Ctbe\uetb JJtu materu. 



and uncunning working, 

the master of the place shall re­

ceive the perfect, and do away the 

imperfect, to the profit of his lord. 

The 9th Article is this,-That 

no master shall supplant 

another for it is said, in the 
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art of masonry, that no man [820] 

should make end so well 

of wo-rk begun by ano-

ther, to the profit of his lord, 

as he [that] began it, for to end 

it by his matters, or to whom 

he sheweth his matters. 
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[Fol. 33 b.] 

~btu tottntell1!U tnabe bt b1? 
utru Iorbtu k mattteru of 
b1!\leru }l\11?nteu anb bf~u 
toure!ladonu of maCont! [sao] 
anb btt tu to \u1!te V \ubu V 
to\lef1?tf.J for to tome to tbe 
ttate of fJ forte1?b att bft be 
bo\lttb bem f1!rut p~nt1?pall1? 
to !lOb anb bol1! tb1!ttbe k 
all balo\utu anb btu mau~ 
anb btu ftlo\ufu au btu a\ie . 
llrutJ.Jer1!n. ~be Cttunbe po1!Jlt 
be ntOCt fulf1!lle btu ba1!tU 
\utrlte ttttl1? V be talt1!tb for [840] 



This council is made by di· 

vers lords and masters of 

divers provinces and divers 
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congregations of masonry (830] 

and it is, to wit, that who that 

coveteth for to come to the 

state of the [a ]foresaid art it be. 

hoveth them first, principally, 

to God and holy church, and 

all-halows, and his master 

and his fellows as his own 

brethren. The second Point,­

He must ful1il his day's 

work truly that be taketh for [840] 
R 
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(Fol. 34-] 

JJtu pal!. ~J)e. ttj • .f1 JJe tan 
J)ele tbe tountell of btu felo\U 
tn logge anb tn tbaml.lere 
anb tn eul1? plate ]I u matilu 
lletJ.J. 1tbe tttj. PO!!nt I' b~ lle 
no l1Ute!!ber of V forte!!b art 
m bo no ~tullfte ne futte!!ne 
nom artttleu aJ?enft f1 art 
ne a J?entt none of Jf art 
llut J)e ttJ)all fufte!!ne btt (s5o] 

in all bonobre tn au moebe 
au be mal!. 1tJJe. b. PO!!nt 
bJJ)an be utJ)all take btu · 
paJ? fJ be talte JJtt · meltell! 



his pay. The 3rd L Point ],-That he can 

hele the counsel of his fellows 

in lodge, and in chamber, 

and in every place there as Masons 

be. The 4th Point,-That he be 

no deceiver of the [a ]foresaid art, 

nor do no prejudice, nor sustain 

no articles, against tl).e art, 

nor against none of the art, 
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but he shallsusUI.in it (850] 

in all honour, inasmuch 

as he may. The 5th Point,­

When he shall take his 

pay, that he take it meekly, 



[Fol. 34 b.] 

u tbt f!!mt l!U orbtl!Rl!ll llt 
tbt matr:W to llt llont anll .fl 
bt fulf1!llt tbt atttpd.onu 
of traua1!lt anll of btu rtft 
l! .orlltl!Rtll anll !tttt llt .f' 
anatut1J. ~JJt. \lj. P.Ol!nt 1!f [soo] 

tnl! lltrtorbt ftballllt llttb:tt 
nt bl!nt ~ JJtu ftlo\u• JJt 
ftball a llt!! JJ1!m mtlull! &' 
llt Uf!?llt at J1 ll1!ll't11!RJl .Of 
btu maC~ .or .of jJ \uarllt1!nt 

· of btu ntaC:t» tn btu ntaw>u 
abutnu to .f' JJol1! llal! fo::: 
lo\ul!nJl anll .fl JJt att.orlle 



as the time is ordained by 

the master to be done, and that 

he ful1ll the acceptations 

of,travail, and of rest, 

ordained and set by the 
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master. The 6th Point,-If [860] 

any discord shall be be-

tween him and his fellows he 

shall obey him meekly, and 

be still at the bidding of 

his master, or of the warden 

of his master, in his master's 

absence, to the holy-day follow­

ing, and that he accord 
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[Fol 35·1 

tJ)en at Jt btfpotfun of b~ 
felauJ anb not bplln f1 \uet [870J 

keba~ fot lett1?n.u llf bne 
\unite anb _pf1_?te llf btu lotb 
~be. btj. P01!nt j1 be tobet 
nllt I' \u1!ft ne V bougJJtn 
llf b~ ma!tnu no _It) llf btu 
ula\uJ but 1!f JJtt be tn nta:: 
t1!a.ue nor bolbe tombtneJ 
for b~ttorb fJ nt~t fall a 
mongeu tJJtnt. ~be. bttj. 
P01!nt 1!f JJtt btfalle JJ1!m [880J 

ffor to be \uarbe1!ne bnb1!r 
JJ~ ma!tv f1 JJe be tre\ue mate 
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then at the disposition of his 

fellows, and not upon the work- [870] 

day for letting of their 

work and profit of his lord. 

The 7th Point,-That he covet 

not the wife, nor the daughter, 

of his masters, neither of his 

fellows, but if it be in mar-

riage, nor hold concubines, 

for discord that might fall a-

mongst them. The 8th 

Point,-If it befal him [880] 

for to be warden under 

his master, that he be true mean 
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(Fol. 35 b.] 

btt\umt btu maWJ & btu 
ftla\uu anb J1 bt bt btt~ tn 
tbt abttntt of btu maW to 
I' J)onor of btu ntat~ anb .P::: 
fit to .fJ lorbt fJ JJt ttnutb 
~bt. t~. po~t ~ bt bt b.l!!ftr 
anb tottlltrt f'an btu ftla\ut 
\uortb~n.u ifl b!!m tn btu [s9oJ 
lo .U.Ut or tn tn!! otJ)tr platt 
anb bt ~ft!!Ut JJtt .f:J bt ttbolb 
ltft tbt utont p bt \uortb!!t a::: 
pon for bda\utt of tiin!!n.U 
anb tan tttbt b~m anb a 
mmbt .fJ tto nt bt ttball tn 

1 formt . 



between his master and his 

fellows, and that he be busy in 

the absence of his master to 

the honour of his master and pro­

fit of the lord that he serveth. 

The 9th Point,-If he be wiser, 

and subtler than his fellow 

working with him in his 

lodge, or any other place, 

and he perceive it that he should 

leave the stone that he worketh up­

on, for default of cunning, 

and can teach him and a.-

mend the stone, he shall in-

lform 
8 
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[890] 
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[FoL 36.] 

JJ1;?nt anll JJtlpe JJt V tbe more 
loue nta1;? tntttCt amontt JJi 
anll It 11 \utdtt of jJ lorllt llt not (900J 

lott. Rlban tbt m~ anll f' ft 
Ia\utu llt for \uamtll ben 1! 
tontt to Cutbt tottrtttatonu 
tf ntllt llt .fl eebtrtftt of v 
tountrt or tbt nta1!tr of Jt 
Gl:1;?tt or allltrman of Jt to\unc. 
tn \u1;?tbt tbt tottrtttatou ~ . 
JJollli !tJJallllt ftla\u anll ~o 
datto Jf ma!f> of ~e tii.{ttt 
nation tn JJtlpt of JJ~ a1!m~t re (9IoJ 

lltllt~ anll bpbtf1!ntt I' 11!zt 



him: and help Jilin,· that the more 

11>ve may increase among them, 
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and that the work of the lord be not [900] 

l~st. When the master and the fel-

iows be forewarned [and] are 

. come to such congregations, 

ii need be,· the SherUf of the 

Country, or the Major of the 

City, or· Alderman1 of the' Town, 

in which the congregations is 

holden, shall be fellow, and [as ]soci­

ate, to the master of the congre-

gation~ in· help' of him,· against re- [910] 

bels a.ri.d [for the] up-bea.riilg the right 



182 
[Fol. 36 b.] · 

tlf tbe rente. ~t JJ ~rut be~ 
n1?Jlg ne\u mtn p neW' \ut~ 
tbarJJ}!b bt fore bttJJ tbargeb 
tn ptu manere tbat ftbtllb · 
neuer be tbtU1!U nor ptU1!' 
mtl!nteneru anb J1 teJ)ulb 
tf1!Ull! ful~ll btx:P bal!tsS 
\utrltt anb traual!h for bn' 

· par tJJat Ptl! !tbull taltt tlf '[92oJ 

bert ltlrb anb tre\ut a ttlunt9· 
rrne ttl bert ftlauu tn tb~ 
J1!U J1 be ttl be a eount1?b tlf 
btm anb to JJere anb btm 
ltlue u bent felft anb tbtl! 



of the realm. At the first begin­

ning new men, that never were 

charged before, be charged. 

in this manner,-That l they] should 

never be thieves, nor thieves' . 
maintainer&, and that [they] should 

truly fulfll their day's 

work, and travail, for their 

pay that they shall take of 

their lord, and [a] true account 

give to their fellows, in things 

that be to be accounted of. 

them, and to bear, and them 

love as themselves. And they 
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[920] 



134 
[Fol 37·] 

lcballlle tre\ut to tbt lt~B' 
af m_uldn'll anb te tbt reatt 
anb tbat tbt!' kept Ht all Ji 
m~t anb all tbt arttcleu 
a U.r !al!b. ~~ tbat JJtt teball roo0J 
lfe enquftlb tf 1.1~ mattv at 
fela\u' tbat tu 1! \uam~b baue 
~ lltou· t1·n1!· arttele bt forf~b 
~, \ufJttbt tf: tb•!?· JJam bene 
fltt utJ)alllle be Utllt!!mb jt 
1r:JJ,rtfort JJtt t. to \U~tt tf 
. tn!?· tnaW ~r ula\ue tbat Is 
w·arn1!b llt!ort tJ.l tome tJ.l: 
CmJJe· togr~_uatinu anb be -



shaH be tme to the King 

of England, and to the realm, 

and that they keep, with all their 

might, and all the Articles 
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aforesaid. After that it shall (930] 

be enquired if_any master, or 

fellow, that is warned, have 

broke[ n] any Article beforesa.id, 

the which, if they have done, 

it shall be determined there. 

Therefore, it is to wit, if 

any master, or fellow, that is 

warned before to come to 

such congregations and be 
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[Fol. 37 b.] 

rtbtll an'tl \uoll ntlt eontt tlt [940] 

tlu JJaut ttttpaltt'tl a l?tnft 
an1! artttlt btforta~'tl tf JJtt 
mal? bt p·u~'tl JJt fef)all for::: 
t\utrt JJtu mafonrt an'tl ftf)al 
1U) uttltt bft btu ttaft. ~t 
\ubttJJt tf f)t p•fume for to 'tlo 
p A;tWdt t1f p tountrt f I' \ubttb 
bt ma~ bt foun'tlt \uottfJl?nJV 
be ftball p•ftln JJi 8l tau au 
btu Jltl'tl~u ito J1 Jt~nneu btln'tl (950J 

t!?ll JJtu nit be Jllit!?ll bi Sl1! ttbt 
\ut'tl for p tauft pitdpall~ \ul\9 
j>eu ronrenatonu ben 1! t1t'tlt~t'tl 
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rebell[ious ], and will not come, or [940] 

else have trespassed against 

any Article beforesaid, if it 

may be proved, he shall for-
~ 

swear his Masonry and shall 

no more use his craft; ·the 

which, if he presume for to do, 

the Sheriff of the Country, in the which 

he may be found working, 

he shall [im ]prison him and take all 

his goods into the king's hand [950] 

till his grace be granted him and shew-

ed. For this cause, principally, where 

these congregations ordained 
T 



138 
[Fol 38.] 

tJ)at u \utll tJJe Io\utut u 
u tbe JJtett ltbullJ lle \utll 
anb tre\uel~ ~ ttru~b tn . 
btu art lltforeta~b tJJoro\u 
o\ut all tbt lt~nitbOm of 
etl!tlonb. ~men to mote 
JJtt llt ' (960) 



that as well the lowest, as 
the highest, should be well 
and truly served in 
his art, beforesaid, through­
out all the kingdom of 
England. AliEN : So 
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liOTE IT BE. (960] 





NOTES. 

THE FIGURES REFER TO THE LINES OF THB TBXT. 

A. 
[140.] fie ma&ter of Hi1tory. 

Herodotus was frequently termed by old writers "the 
Father of History," and the reference here made is to him. 
Cicero says, "Quanquam apud Herodotum, patrem historiae 
* * * * sunt innumerabiles fabulae."-De Le!J!J x. I. 

B. 
[140.] , fie Polycronycon. 

This was a book bearing the following title : The 
Polycronycon ; conteynyng the Berynge• and Dede1 of 
many Tyme~, in eyght Boolc1, &'c. Imprinted by William 
Caxton. Fol. Lond. 1482. This cdebrated chronicle, or 
history, was compiled in Latin by Ranulph Higden, a 
Benedictine of St. '\Verburg's Monastery, now Chester 
Cathedral, who died about 1360, and was the text book 
of a number of subsequent similar productions. It is styled 
Polycronycon, as tl1e author himself informs us, from its 
comprehending the transactions of many ages, and . is 
divided into eight books, &c. 

u 
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It was translated into English by one Trevisa, Vicar of 
the p·arish of Berkely, and Caxton partly re-wrote it. For 
futher notices consult Ames' and Herbert's T!JPographical 
.&ntiquitiu, by Dr. Dibdin, vol. i., pp. 133-152. 

c. 
[143.] De Imagine Mundi; et I1?tlonu, 4'c. 

It is totally out of the question to pretend to give the 
ip•ilaima verba of these quotations. The writer appears 
to hav~ taken them second-hand, or from memory ; and it 
has therefore been deemed more useful to the student to 
give some account of the authors quoted. The Poly­
cronycon quotes largely from SS. Isidore and Methodius, 
as well as Josephus; extracts from all of' which will be seen 
in a subsequent note. 

St. Isidore of Seville was born about the year A.D. 570, 
at Carthagena, and educated by his brother, Leander, 
Bishop of Seville, whom he succeeded in 6o1. He was 
the oracle of Spain during thirty-five years and died in 
636, leaving the following works :-Twenty books of 
Origine1 or Etymologies ; a Chronicle, ending at the year 
626, useful for the history of the Goths, Vandals, and 
Suevi ; Commentaries on the Hiltorical Books of the Old 
Testament ; a Preatise on Eccleaiaatical Writers ; a Rule 
for the Monastery of Honori; a Treatise on Eccleaiaatical 
Offices. He was also the author of the Mozarabic, or 
ancient Spanish Liturgy. His works have been printed in 
folio, at Paris, in 16cH, Cologne, 1617, and Madrid, in 
1778. They were also issued in seven vols. 4to. at Rome, 
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1797-J8o3. For further particulars see Alban Butler's 
Livea of the &00., ~ vols. 8vo. Dublin, 1833-8; and 
the Acta &mctorum of the Bollandists, 57 vols. fol. Ant­
werp and Brussels, 1643-1853· 

Methodius, Bishop and Martyr, flourished towards the 
·close of the third, and in the early part of the fourth cen­
twy. He was, according to St. Jerome, Bishop of Olympus, 
in Lycia, and afterwards of Tyre. S<X.ntes also says that 
he was Bishop of Olympus. Suidas calls him Bishop of 
Olympus, in Lycia, or of Patara, and afterwards of Tyre. 
Eusebius has made no mention of Methodius in his Eccle­
ciaatical Hiatoty ; which silence has been ascribed, not 
without probability, to his resentment against Methodius 
for having written with severity against Origen, of whom 
Eusebius was a great admirer. Some say that he suffered 
under Decius or Valerian, but this opinion is inconsistent 
with his having written against Porphyry, who did not pub­
lish his books against the Christians till about the year 
A.D. 270. The other opinion, with which St. Jerome 
concurred, was that Methodius had the honour of Martyr­
dom at the end of the last, or Diocletian's, persecution, 
A.D. 3 II or 3 12. Epiphanius calls Methodius " a blessed 
man," and he also gives him the character of "a learned 
or eloquent man, and a . zealoU$ defender of the truth." 
St. Jerome likewise gives him the title of "the most 
eloquent Martyr Methodius." He wrote a work against 
Porphyry; of this there is nothing now remaining but a 
few fragments. The Banquet of 1M Virgina, or of 
Oluutity; there are large extracts from this work in Photius, 
and it may be found entire in Combefis's ..J.ctuarium. The 
Boolc of llurwt-ection ; this was wrttten against Origen. 
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Extracts from it are given by Photius, and Epiphanius has 
transcribed a considerable portion of it into his work about 
Heresies. Concerning the Python&•; of this, which was 
likewise written against Origen, nothing now remains. 
Oommentaria on Gene1i. antl the Oanticle1 are lost. In 
Photius there are large extracts from his treatise On Frett 
Will, 01' The Origin of Evil ; and also extracts &om 
another work of Methodius written against Origen, and 
entitled, Of the Creature~, which is not mentioned by 
St. Jerome. Theodoret has quoted a passage of Metho~ 
dius out of a piece Pntitled, .A. Di.cour1e of MMtyB, of 
which there is nothing else remaining; neither have we 
any part of a dialogue called Xeno, which is noticed by 
Socrates. There are also some other pieces extant ascribed 
to him, such as .A. H(}mily concerning Simeon and .A.nM, 
another upon Our Saviour'• Entrance inw JC'I'rualem, a 
work entitled Revelation~, and a Chronicle. A Latin 
version of the Re'VelationB, above mentioned, is inserted in 
the 3rd vol. of Biblotheca Patmtica, and in 1644 Father 
Combefis published, in folio, at Paris, all the works and 
fragments of Methodius which could then be met with in 
Greek or Latin. This publication was enriched by many 
notes. 

D. 
[159·] .A.ilam'1 line lineal, ~c. 

The narrative here, and for some pages following in the 
MSS., is a paraphrase of the history given in the Poly­
cronycoo, and the following extract' will bear out the 
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difficulty alluded to, in a former note, of citing the exact 
parallel passages. The quotation is from liber •ecundu., 
cap. "·• in which it states,:--

"Caym Adams fyrste sone begate Enoch, he gate lrad, 
he gate Manayell, he gate Matusale, he gate Lameth. 
this Lameth toke iwey wyves. Ada & Sella gate tweyoe 
sones on Ada. Jabell yt. was fader of them yt. wooed in 
tentes & in pauylons. And tuball yt. was fader of organ-· 
ystre & of harpers. And Lameth gate on Sella Tubal­
cayn yt. was a smith worchyng with hamer, and his sister 
Noema, she found fyrst weuyoge crafte. ~. Josephus. 
Caym gadred rychesse vyoleotly. by strength, & made men 
to be lechours & theues & touroed symple lyuyoge of men 
to fyodyog of mesures and weyghtes, he ordeyoed markes 
and bouodes of feldes and of loodes and buylde a Cyte & 
walled it, for he fullsoore drade them that he had· grened. 
~. Ysydorus, lib. xv. cap. secuodo. Men werefyrst naked 
and voanned, not syker a~ynst bestes, nouther agaynst 
men to defende and kepe them fro CQ}de and fro hete, that 
by besyoesse of kyode wytte, they bethought them of 
buyldynge, therefore they buylde them small cootes and 
cabans and keuered them with smale twygges and with 
rede, that theyr lyfe myght be the more saue. ~· Petrus 
capitulo xxvii. Lameth the seuenth from Adam and most 
shrewe, was the fyrste yt brought in bygame, and soo 
spouse breche agaynst the lawe of God and of kynde, and 
agayost Goddes owoe dome. ~. Josephus. J abell or­
deyned fyrste flockes of beestes and marks to know one 
from another. And d~arted kyddes from lambes, and 
yonge from the olde. ,1. Petrus. Tubalcayn founde fynt 
smythes crafte. Tuball hadde grete lykynge to here the 
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hamers sowne. And be fonde proporcions and acorde of 
melodye by weyght of the hamers. And soo he vsed them 
moche in the acorde of melodye, but he was not fynder of 
the Instrumentes of musyke. For they were founde Ionge 
afterwarde. ~. R. Here wyse men tellen that thoughe 
Tuball vsed fyrst musyke for his pleasure, whyle he was an 
herde and kept beestes, for all that was not he that founde 
fyrste the resonne of accorde in musyke by wyghtes, but 
Pyctagoras founde yt. therof Joke within ye thyrde boke of 
Pyctagoras." 

E. 
[ 2.46.] N aamaA wu finder of f1J61J1}erl-craft, 4'c. 

See previous note D. 

F. 
[ZS3·] Had knowledge that God tDOUld take vengeance, 4'c. 

The Pol!Jcrrmycon thus notices this tradition :-
" ~. Josephus. That tyme men wyste as Adam had 

sayde, that they sholde be destroyed by fyre or elles by 
water. Therfore bookes that they badde made by grete 
trauaylle and studye, he closed them in two grete pylers 
made of marble and of brent tyle. In a pyler of marble 
for water, aud in a pyler of tyle for fyre. For it should be 
saued by that maner to helpe of mankynde. Men sayth 
that the pyler of stone escaped the floode, and yet is in 
Syrya."-'-Liber secundUB, fol. lxij. 

This may be seen in any modern edition of Josephus's 
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work Ol) PM ..J..ntiquitie• of (he 3"ew, Book I. Chap. II. 
Section iii. 

In The FreemMom Quarterly BetJiew for 1834• page 
33.), there is a description of the Vatican Library. The 
writer tells us that there are eight columns, and Seth is 
represented upon the second column, with his children ; 
underneath are these words :-" Filu Seth columnis daubua 
rerum celestium disciplinam inscripsernnt." The Sons of 
Seth wrote the knowledge of things celestial upon two 
columns. 

In the same library there are several fragments of a 
work entitled The Te.tament of .&dam, or, as it is some­
times called, The ..&pocalyp1e of .&dam, written in Syriac 
about the IX. century. One portion of it shows that the 
tradition is an oriental one and may be added here, thus :­
,.And I, Seth, I have written this testament; and after 
the death of my father Adam we shall bury him, I and 
my brother, on the East of Paradise, in face of the city of 
Enoch, the first which Willi built upon earth. And the 
angels and the virtues of heaven shall attend his funeral, 
because he was created in the image of God. And the 
sun and the moon shall be darkened, and there shall be 
darkness for seven days. And we sealed his testament, 
and placed it in the Cavern of Trea8Urel, where it has 
remained until this day, with the treasurt'8 which Adam 
took with hi"D from Paradise-gold, myrrh, and frankin~ 
cense.'' 

G. 
[341.] btJCh and .Ar.cluuland Oalan, 9'c. 

In Nott and Gliddon's Type~ of Mankind, 4to. London, 
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J85of.• is a chapter on the "Hebrew Nomenclature, in the 
X. Chapter of Genesis." Accompanying this is a " Genea­
logical Tableau" of the same chapter, and there we find 
the four cities of Babylon, Erech, Akkad, and Chaine, in 
the land of Shinar, out of which Nimrod is said to have 
gone forth to Ashur (Assyria) and built Nineveh, Reho­
both, Calah, and Resen. The Ethnological doctrine being 
that the majority of the names found in that chapter are 
those of plocu and not periO'I/.8. The curious reader will 
do well to consult, in addition, Ainsworth's .A.nnotatio1UI 
on The Pentateuch, 8vo., Glasgow, I8of.3; and Kitto's 
Pictorial Bible, 4to., Lond. 1847· 

. H. 

[4~5-451.] How that Euclid came to geometr!J, ~c. 
The Editor begs he may not be held responsible for 

the chronology which makes Euclid and Abraham con­
temporaries. 

I. 

[603.] Saint .A.dhabell into England, cJ'c. 
There is no trace to be found of any such ~o as 

Saint Adhabell. The story of St. Alban's conversion is 
told in this manner. He was a pagan when the edicts of 
the Roman Emperors w~e vigorously put into execution 
against the Christians in Britain. A certain clergyman, 
called by some writers Amphibalus sought, by flight, to 
escape the fury of his persecutors and St. Alban offered 
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him a shelter, was converted to Christianity by him, 
suftered death for the faith, and has ever since been con­
sidered the proto-martyr of Britain. Whether the Saint 
Adhabell of the text and AmphiballlB were one and the 
same person must be decided by every one for himself. 
To those desiring more· knowledge on this point, it is 
recommended to refer to the Britannia Sanda, 4to, Lond. 
1745; and Alban Butler's Lives of tks &inti, vol. 1.~ · 
under the date of June the zznd. 

'· [534, et pa~lim.] Written in tks BooTe of Olwrgu. 
In the present book there are several references to ·the 

old charges, see Index, ,UU, "Charges." Of these there are 
many versiona. In the Rev. Bro. Dr. James Andenon's 
History and Oomtitutiotul, znd edit., 4to., London, 1738, 
page 65, he thllB writes of them :-"Athelstan, the eldest 
son, succeeded tho' only the son of a concubine, and at 
first left the Craft to the care of his brother Edwin, called 
in some copies his 80n; for in all the old copies it is 
written to this purpose, viz. :-

" • That tho' the antient records of the brotherhood in England were 
most of them datroy'd or lost in the wan with the Danes, who burnt 
the monasteries where the records were kept; yet King Athelstan (the 
Grandson of King Alfred), the first anointed King of England, who 
translated the Holy Bible into the Saxon language, when he had 
brought the land into rest and peace, built many great works, and 
encouraged many Muons from France and elsewhere, whom he ap­
pointed overseen thereof: they brought with them the Charges and 
Regulations of the foreign lodges, and prevail'd with the King to 
increase the wages. 

X 
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"'That Prince Edwin, the King's brother, being taught geometry 
and Masonry, for the love he had to the said cnft, and to the honour­
able principles whereon it is grounded, purehased a Free-Charter of King 
Athelstan, his brother, for the Free Masons having among themselves 
a correction, or a power and freedom to regulate themselves, to amend 
what might happen amiss, and to hold a yearly communication in a 
~era! assembly. · 

"'That accordingly Prince Edwin summon'd all the Free and 
Accepted Masons in the realm, to meet him in a congregation at York, 
who carne and formed the Grand Lodge under him as their Grand 
Master, A.D. 9:16. 

11 That they brought with them many old writings and records of the 
craft, some in Greek, some in Latin, some in French, and other lan­
guages; and from the contents thereof, they fram'd the Constitutions 
of the English lodges, and made a law for themselves, to preserve and 
observe the same in all time coming, &c., &c." 

In the same edition, page 71, Bro. Anderson states as 
follows :- . ' 

11 • The constitutions were now meliorated ; for an old Record im­
ports, that in the glorious Reign of King Edward iii. when Lodges 
were many and frequent, the Grand Master with his Wardens, at the 
head of the Grand Lodge, with consent of the Lords of the Realm, then 
generally Free Masons, ordain'd, 

11 • That for the future, at the Making or Admission of a Brother, 
the constitutions shall be read, and the charges hereunto annexed. 

11 • That Master Masons, or Masters of Work, shall be examined 
whether they be able of cunning to serve their respective Lords, as 
well the Highest as the Lowest, to the Honour and Worship of the 
foresaid Art, and to the profit of their Lords; for they be their Lords 
that employ and pay them for their Travel. 

11 • That when the Master and Wardens preside in a lodge, the SherifF, 
if need be, or the Mayor, or the Alderman (if a Brother) where the 
Chapter is held, shall be sociate to the Master, in help of him against 
Rebels, and for upholding the Rights of the Realm. 

" 'That Enter'd Prentices at their making shall be charged not to 
be Thieves, nor Th~ves Maintainers. That !he Fellow Crafts shall 
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travel honestly for their Pay, and love their Fellows as themselves; 
and, That all shall be tme to the King, to the Realm, and to the 
Lodge. 

" 'That if any of the Fraternity should be fractious, mutinous, or 
disobedient to the Grsnd Master's orders, and after proper Admonitions 
should persist in his Rebellion, he shall forfeit all hts claim to the 
Rights, Benefits, and Privileges of a true and faithful Brother, &c. 
Concluding with, Amen, So mote it be.'' 

K. 
(621..:....4.] A.nJ learned the p,.actice oftlwt science to hu 

speculative, for of speculative he tDa8 a maater, 4"c. 
This is to th~ free and accepted, or speculative, Mason 

the most important testimony. It asserts that the youngest 
son of King Athelstan learned practical Masonry in addition 
to speculative Masonry, for of that he was a master. No 
book or writing so early as the present has yet been 
discovered in which speculative Masonry is mentioned, and 
certainly none has gone so far as to acknowledge a Master 
of such Craft. If it is only for these lines the value of this 
little book to Freemasons is incalculable. 

After writing the above, a friend, not a brother, but one 
of the most learned men on the subject of Masonry, put 
the following question :-"Are you so sure that speculative 
Mac;onry is Freemasonry? May it not be the art of de­
signing, speculative being tantamount_ to contemplative, 
amongst the older authors, in fact what we should now 
call an architect ? " 

Every Freemason can resolve this for himself. 
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L. 
[66o-l.] Tlten one of tkem, tlult Aad tlte Mme wlaici 

toM called Englet, ~c. 
Englet as a name is nowhere to be found. Who he was 

is a mystery, unless we may presume that it is a clerkly 
error for Euclid. In the text we find Euclid' a name trans­
formed into Enclid and Enclidnis, and it was not an 
uncommon thing for scribes to change the spelling, and · 
even the appearance, of proper names at the time when 
the onginal was written. This explanation must be taken 
for what it is worth, as no better conjecture can be given. 



INDEX. 

'l'Rli :riGUJUI8 D1'D TO TlD Lil08 OJ' TRll DXT UCliPT WliJiB.Ji 
OTJDI:BWISB IlmiOJ.Tm>. 

A. 
Abraham, his 4lgbt into Emt 
- taqbt the Egyptiau p~metry 
- the promiee to 
Abraham's wiadom 
Adah, Lamecb'a wife ••• 
Adam's 10n Lamecb 
Adhabel (St.) (&.Note I.] 
Alban (St.) firat gaye charges in Eugland (&.Note L] ... 
Aldermen to uaiat at oongreptiona ••• 
Apprentices ol bond blood not to be taken 
------~. -wh7 not to be taken 
--- not to be paid more than thq ~· ••• 
------•. taken for leas than. IMmDJeu'll 
--- who are maimed nOt to be taken' 
Arach [BH Note G.] ••• 
Archad [BH Note G.] ... 
Arithmetic, itl teachinr ... 

6845 
M8 ., 
661. 
160 
160 
eoo 
«11 
1108 
786 
768 
781 
767 
m 
861 
Ml 
60 



154 INDEX. 

Article, I .... 
--11. 
--m. 
-IV. 
-v. 
--VI. 
-VIL 
-vm. 
-IX. 
Article&, Masters to be examined in 
- the, examination as to their being kept 
A.eeembly, manner of, referred to 
Astronomy, ita teaching ..• 
.A.snr, a lrinsman of Nimrod's ... 
--built Nineveh, &c. 
-sent to Nimrod for Masons 
Athelstan (King) ••• 

· ordained congregationa 
Athe~'s son gave charges ... 
----- a speculative Mason [868 Note K.] 
----· . purcbaaed a patent of the Icing 

B •. 
Babel,. Tower of,.began by Nimrod ••• 
----- where spoken of. 
Babylon, Nimrod's kingdom •.• 
Bede (Venerable)," De Imagine Mundi" 

------------------quoted 
Beginning of Geometry ,.. 
Behest, the land of 
Bible, the, and Geometry ... ----Masonry . 
Book of oharps referred to 

'128 
740 
766 
7M 
78ll 
7911 
'199 
809 
817 
718 
931 
68ii 
78 

3M 
808 
374o 

.... 614o 
701 
628 
6241 
633 

IWd 
327 
MO 
14.9 
201 

. 80, 88 
646 
138 
150 
6M 



INDEX. 

Cain, bnildel' of Enook 
Cain's Kaster .Mason. 
C&lan [Bu Note E.] 

c. 

Canaan, Abraham's arrival in the land of 
-the famine in ...... 
Charge given to the Egyptians dy Euclid 
------- Muona by Nimrod 
----- new men 
Charges, Book of, referred to ... 
__;_ corillrmed by Solomon 
____:.;_ fint'given in England by St. Alban 
_...:...:...given at Jernsalem .. : 
-----by King Athelstan's son 
----- to Millon& 'by Charlea II. of France ... 
-----------· King David 
- in Latin arid French, referred to ... 
-of Muon-craft, how first given 
-what kind should be given to Masten 
-written tocild lfasona [&s Note J.1 
Charles II. (of Frariee) a Mason 
----giive M88ona chargea 
Concubines ti.<it to be held by MuOns ... 
Congregations, every Master to be warned of them ... 
-----for what ordained 
-----of Mason& ordained 
-----penalty for not attending them 
-----when Masten may be excused attending them 
-----who sh&lla&~ist at 
Crafts, all founded on Geometry 
--given by God to man 
-or, the liberal sciencea 

155 

189 
1'18 
MJ 
430 
.sa 
623 
384. 
913 

6M,M~ 
666 
w:h 
M'T 
628 
693 
652 
424 
867 
'120 
418 
689 
693 
87'[ 
'149 
961 
'101 
943 
'163 
004 
196 
18 
83 



156 INDEX. 

D. 

David (Kmg) gave charges to Masons ... 
Dedication to the W. Bro. John Havera, }:sq. 
Dialectis, ita ~bing •.. 
Disputes, how to be settled 
Duty of a Warden 

\ E. 

669 
iii 

116 
860 
880 

Egypt, Abraham and Sarah's flight into W 
- divided by Euclid 468 
- made plentiful by Euclid ma 
Egyptians, the, take advice of Euclid ... 499 
Englet begun the art in Egypt... 689 
-ordained an art and called it Masonry [866 Note L.] 663 
Enock, from whence named 187 
-now Ephraim 190 
-the flrat city ... lSi 
-- the science of Geometry find used there 191 
Ephriam, fonnerly Enoch 190 
Euclid, Abraham's clerk (8~~ Nota H.] 44.6 
- called MBBonry Geometry 610 
- divided the lend of Egypt by Geomety 468 
- made Egypt plentiful ..• 4.73 
-· -- named a science Geometry 4.6'1 
- taught the Egyptians to keep out the Nile ... W 
--teaches the Egyptians geometry 610 
----------Masonry 608 
Euclid's advice to the Egyptians 4.91 
-charge to the Egyptians 693 
Every Mason to fulfil his day's work .. . 839 
Examination of Maaten and fellows R8 to keeping the articles 931 

F. 
Fac-Simile ofthe original MS •... Facing Title 



INDEX. 

Fellows, where so first called 
·---why so called ..• 
Flocb partitiuned by Jabal 
Flood, the ... 
Founders of Geometry ... 
French, and Latin, Clwgea referred to [BM Note J.] 

0. 
Genesis, iv. chap. alluded to 
----- quoted 
-x. chap. quoted .•. 
- :ri. chap. quoted ... 
Geometry and MBBOnry founded by Jabal 
----the Bible ... 
-by whom.ao first called 
-called 10 by Euclicl 
-defined ... 
- derivation of ... 
- how it first began 
-ita founders ... 
---- teaching ... 
- Maaonry ita principal part 
---men live by ... 
-the beginning of allacience .. . 
----parent of all handicraft .. . 
God, thanked for his gifta • 
God' a vengeance for ain ... 
------- known to Lamech's sons 
Grammar, ita teaching 

H. 
HILID 
Ham'a aon, Nimrod, hia greatneu 

y 

157 

626 
688 
5108 
806 

84.,80 
4o24o 

169 
Bll8 
864o 
4.29 
170 
188 
4M 
610 
86 
86 
30 

84.,80 
64o 
1~ 

191 
46 

103 
1 

267 
1190 
60 



INDEX. 

Latin, and French, charge~ referred to [BH Note J.] 
Latrea ..... ... ... ... 
Ll'beral sciences, their number .. . 

M. 
Maimed apprentices not to be taken ... 
Marble 
Mason-Craft, .bow tbe chargee. were first given 
·Masonry and Geometry founded by Jabal 
---- tbe Bible ... 
_.;_ begun in Egypt by Englet 
- brought into France ... 
-called Geometry by Euclid 
-first preferred ... 
----- used. u a science at Enock 
--- founded by Englet ... 
- ite beginning ... 
- learned by tbe Israelites 
--- tangbt to tbe Egyptians by Euclid 
--- tbe moat notable craft 
----. principal part ·of Geometry 
-to be sustained in honour 
-who gave it first tbe name ... 
Masone built Nineveh, &c. 
- charged to call each other Fellow 
---duty to God and the church ..• 
--. his muter and fllllows 
- not to covet their muters' wivee 
-----:.hold concubines 
- number of Nimrods ... 
- Old, had the chargee written ... 
- taught by Nimrod 
- tangbt by Solomon 

159 

... 4.24 

... 268 
4.1,89 

793 
1167 
867 
170 
150 
689 
676 
610 
4.16 
191 
663 
64.0 
64.0 
608 

136 
14.6 
850 
869 
4.10 
620 
834. 
836 
873 
877 
847 
4.18 
84.6 
668 



160 INDU, 

:Muou to be impriaoned if ther neglected tlhe oongreptiou 

---- loyal ... , ---eecret 
---help and teach each other ... 
---keep all the articles ... 
---sustain the art' in all honour 
---- wiYes and daughters not to be ooYerted 
:Masters, who ahonld be called ao 
-and Fellows e:umined u to keeping the Articles 
-------to rule at uaemblies ... 
-apprentices to be taken for seven yean 
-every one to be warned ·of a congregation ... 

948 
926 
8401 
896 
9'J8 
860 
873 
632 
931 
600 
767 

-in aicknea, to excuee themselves to the principal Muter 
74/J 
763 
800 ·---not to maintain robbers 

--pay apprentices more than they deserve 

-----Bllpplant each other ... 
-----take maimed apprentices 
-only excneed by aickne~~ from attending oongregatiou ... 

789 
817 
•793 
760 
720 -to be charged .. • 

----- examined in the articles 
---- diapend their lord's goods truly ... 
---- take no apprentice of bond blood 
-whyaocalled ... 
Mayors of citiea to U8iat at oongregations 
Methodious quoted lBH Note C.] 
Music founded by Jubal 
--how discovered 
--ita teaching 

N. 
NaaD\fth, Lamech's daughter, by ZiUah 
-said to be Noah's wife 
-. ---the first weaver [811 Notes D. and E.] 

713 
720 
760 
678 
906 

144, 373 
214. 
223 
68 



INDEX. 

N- made Maaont not to be theivee ... 
---..---- to give true accounts 
Nimrod applied to by Aaur for Muont 
- began the Tower of Babel 
- Ham'a eon, hie greatn-
- 11811t 3000 Maaona to Aaur 
- what he taught Maaont 
Nimrod's charge to the Maaont 
-kingdom 
Nineveh, &o., built by Asnr 
------- M&IODI ... 
Nile, the overftow of the 
Noah and his family aaved from the ftood 
Noah'a reputed wife Naamah 
-IODI 

Notee; A.. to·L. ... 
Number of Maaont employed by Solomon 

"Pater putorum," Jabal's name 
Pay, how to be taken ... 

P. 

Penalty for not attending a congregation 
Perfect Muou to be employed 
Pillars, the, found after the flood 
-the one found by Hermee 
------- Pythagoras ... 
--two, made by Jabal [Bee Note F.] 
---- the Sciencee written in them 
Point ll .... 
--In. 
--.IV. 
-v .... 
--VL 

161 

918 
921 
814. 
844. 
11M 
880 
M6 
liSA 
888 
868 
4.10 
4o60 
809 
287 
814. 

14.1 to 169 
669 

198 
868 
114.8 
810 
890 
898 
320 
278 
989 
839 
84.1 
M6 
868 
860 



162 INDEX. 

Point vn. 8'13 
-VIIL 880 
----UL ~ 
"Polycronycon," The [BH Notee B., D., & F.] UO, 201, 916, 286, 300, 3'1J 
Preface v. 
Proportion,deftned 117 
Pythagoras fonnd one pillar after. the tlood 82i 
---- quoted 215 
---- t&nght the Sciences he fonnd on one pillar 82' 
Rhetoric, ita teaching ... 53 
Robbtml not be maintained by Masters .... 800 

Sarah, Abraham's wife ... 
Science, Jabal most cunning in 
Sciences, the liberal 
-------or crafts ... 
-------their number 
-not artificial ... 
- written on two pillars 
Secresy incumbent on Masons ... 
Seunare ... 
Shem 

B. 

Sheriffs of counties to assist at congregations 
Smith's work founded by Tubal Cain ... 
Solomon (King) confirmed King David's charges 
----- number of his Masons · 
--------taught Masons 
Solomon's Master Mason 
Sophistry. ita teaching ... 
Speculstive Masonry known to Athelst&n's son [Be.~ Note K.] 
St. Adhabel [Bu Note I.] 
St. Alban first gave charge& in England 

436 
286 
41 
83 

41, 89 
... '109 

282, 290 
84ll 
842 
814 
904t 
940 
566 
669 
6q8 
669 
66 

624 
608 
fJ(1T 



INDEX. 

St. Iaidore'a "Etymologies" [&.Note C.]· ... 
Stone that would never bum ------sink 
Subscribers, Liat of 

T. 

168 

1..,, 118, 462 
... S66 
••• ll68 

m. to xis: 

Tents first built by J &hal 178 
"l'he Muter of History" [BH Note A.] UO 
Tools, whence they oome 108 
Tower of Babel, wherv spoken of 821 
Tubal Cain, Lamech's son, by Zillah 233 
---- the founder of smith's work 240 
Tubal Cain's hammers and muaic 226 
---'-- Jabal, and Jubal's counsel 262 

w. 
Wages to be paid at the rate of oorn ... 785 
------without favour 736 
Warden, the, his duty •.• 880 
Weaving called women's craft... 268 
---------introduced by Naamah 246 
Wit and cunning given to man... 18 
Women's craft, or weaving, so called .•• 268 
Why concubines ars not to be held by Maao01 8'17 
- MaaoDB should teach each other ... 898 
- lluters ars not to mpplant each other ... 819 
- llayon and Aldermen should IIHiat at oongregationa... 910 

Y. 
Yearly 11118emblies ordained 696 

z. 
Zillah, Lamecb's wife ... 168 



ar.o tbe 

~letmz, ~itmti, lfjnblisgns, ~'· 

Jmanuscdpts Ot ~tinteb ~orfts il.egillll! 
~ranscrtbeb; 1Tartous 31.\eabings ctrollattb; 
flutbmtits .founb; !earcb.s Jfnstituttb on 
anl! .$ubject: l\tftrrnces 1:'1 erifttb; Jfnbexns 
mabt; Jaustc !toreb anb @l:opieb-; 11..t~ 

braries QI:atalogueb; .:ffac~stmtles exeruttb; 
m:orfts 19tepareb for tbe 1Bress; Extracts 
tafttn from tbe JJritisb fill useum anb otbtr 
Qtolletttons, &c. 

~bbreu (free) l!-attbtbJ ~oofte, (for~ . 

ntttll! one of tbe QI:btlbrtn of lltr JllajrstJ!'S 
<!:bapels 1\oJ!al,) No. 18, &eorge .itreet, 
Euston Jaoab, J..onbon, N.S. 


