POW ERFUL

There's the secrecy; the C.1LAL link: the erypt-like headouarters. called
“the Tomb™: the hizarre rituals; and the coster of alumni. who include three presidents,
two Supreme Conrt chief justices, and scores of Cabinet members, senators,
and congressmen. No wonder Skull and Bones, most famons of Yale's undergraduate
clubz. is a conspiracy theorist’s delicht. With two Bonesmen vying for the
pr mrlmu*t—]nhn Emlr'. was tapped in 1965, George W. Bush two vears later—
ALEXANDRA ROBBINS cuts thr ongh the Skull and Bones my ﬂthuv
to reveal its true hold on both candidates
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TUME RAIDERS

Commeterofaofirine froar atere:
nvemlers of (he Sholl a0 Bomes
clnls of 1873; an ilbnsteation

of sknlls and Bones in
Houplton's 1924 Bancs alkuns;
iniseribed fnby e Tombs

Tmart sicps, the dote the

Toneh veas ariginally bnikt amd,
bemeaih that, fee dute of ks
expansions & chase-up of the rost
donr. ppasiee, the Skooll amd
Bamies “3X27 imsi=nia.
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here are cerain s
siars of spring al Yale, Dogwood trees blos-
som actoss Mew Heaven, The dafbodils on
Old Campas blacm. Freshoen tarm their
speikers 1o fice the courtyard and blast
music while they kick Haclyr Sacks and
thresy Frishees on the grean, And & ceram
proup of upperclussmen pamicipate inoa
gquied bt freneied ope-might otued koown
simply &z Tap Mizhi,

Lach of Yuls's six major scored socictics
clecrs its members an the same night in
April of the prospective members' junior
vear, In Apsl of 1963 amd 1967, respeciively,
John I Kermy samd Georze W, Bush recefved
the same Faelul call 1o the some mystec-
s arganization: the undergradeae club
perhups noythologized more than any ather
tw the outside world, Skull and Bones,

s m seerel bl Sxull smd Bones, which
clzctz 13 Yhle juniors anoueally to meet ina
crypi-like headquarers called “the Toamk,"
15 no mere college club. The fact that the
2004 presdentiul election 5 a Bonesversus-
Bomes ballol rases syebrows oot just be-
cause it brings o light that, despile their
idenlomicnl diflerences, both candidates
come freim the same echelon of Amer-
cin sociely but also beenuse ic's a bit as-
tounding that a club with oaly about 200
living reervbers Tas szen 2o many of them
reech prominence. Corspiracy thoorisis ane
mving o feld day speculiting about the
group thit has besn called everyihing from
“an international mafiz” o “the Brother-
hoad of Death.”

They are nor completely wrong, Skull
and Boaes really is one of the most pos-
el and seccesiul alumm networks n
America. Alamni, aor "patriarchs,” rerarn
altan 1o the Toanb, where connestions are
mede and fvors granted. Some classcs
have “Pat Might,” an event where patri-
archa mingle with "knights™ fundergrzd-
uzte members) and circulate job offers.
Amaomg s moster, Bones counts thres LA,
presidents, two Sapreme Couwrt chief jus-
tices. and seares of Cabined members, sen-
s, sk conzressmen, Honesman prEs-
ident Wilkiom Howard Taft named two f2l-
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low Bostesrmen fo his nine-man Cabinet.

Mliore good news for the Bt (hene
a strong link beoween Bones and the CLLA,
In Bush and Kerry's day, the agency was
kneen s an “employer of last resom.” savs
a Bonesman from the 1960, since s many
Honesmen wenl on 1o join, ~I you couldn't
gt a job elsewhere, you could go there if
vou wanted oo Because of the high num-
bers of Booesmen in the C.LA. and in
the Time Ine empire { Time-mapazine co-
fownders Hanry Luce and Brilom Hadden
were members), these onpranizations wers
“explicitly willing to ske®™ Bonosmien ssak-
tig employmenl,

Many Banezmen who had becoms
C LA, cperatives and government allicials
relurned to the Tomb and dizcessed high-
Ly classified matiers, & Mattonal-Securiy
Adviser MoUieorge Hundy reportedly did.
“The things that fascinated me ar Par path-
crings were thee level of penetnition |, and
how open chey were about talking in the

“All Twill say
~about Bush’s
Hnation, says one
-~ member, 18

that he caught on

pretty cquickly.”

Toinby™ 2ay% & Bonesman who gruduated in
the 1980=. “They talked abouar foreizn op-
crationg at the time, the sielT that becams
Immn-eonira. The level of trust was stanling.
Il was liks oncs vou wers trusted enough
to get in, people juzt alked openly”
Other illusiriows alurant includs Pualii-
gt Prize—winmmg bographer David Mc-
Coullough; former MNew ¥ond Tines pencral
munager Amory Howe Bradford; actor
Jarmes Whitnese, Morgan Stanley ounder

Herald Eanlzy; 1. Richardson Dilwarth,
munager of the Fockeleller fortune; for-
mer Major Leogus Bassbull deputy com-
missicner Stephen Grecnberg; aind Walter
Camp, 1the Father of Amencin fooiball,
Dwring Wosld War 11, Bones” Henry Srimi-
son, the sceretary of war who ollen con-
sulted fellow Boncsmen railread heir
W, Awerell Haroman and poet Archibald
MacLeish, hired four other Bones mem-
Ters for his War Depanmieni—BRobern Lov-
=it a5 assistant sccretary of war for air,
Artemus Gates as assistant secretary of
the navy for i, George Haroson as a
special consuliant, and Harvey Bundy
as his special assistanc. In this respect,
those in the conspiracy crowd whe link
Skull and Bones o the buglding of the
alomic bomb nre not entirely off base:
Bonesoen were invalved with fs construe-
tion &nd deplovmeant,

T b sure, it is an eliez group. But while
somme members come sway only with close
frizidships and peculiar collape memonss,
athers take Bones so seriously that they
purposciully spread selfFaggrandizing ru-
mors about the society o Meal o cullure of
miyslery, Some go as [ir ws o threaten re-
potters. “The guys who take it really scri-
ously are Dypically the opes who ko Eved
the myh-the second- and thindzanemtion
Bonesmen who campaizgn fo get in, and
onca they gt in 1% almest & religaoes fare
vor,” the [H80s Bonesman says. Many
Bongsmen spoke for thiz armicle only on
condition of anornymity because, @5 one
puts it, =1 don't want t get in trouble with
those guwvs.” (Meither the White House nor
the Kerry cumpuipn reburned repeated calls

foar comment,}

n Apnl 28, 1967 the curran

president of the United Siases

felt a1 clup on his shoulder.

Conirary kK pumenus repos,

Bush was not tapped by his

father (although alumni oc-

casionally participate in “tap”). By the

time he got o Yale, Bush had several szl

atives in Bkull and Bopes, including his

father and grandfather, hot ic was David

Mden Bichards who was assigned to tap

lirs, likely hecause they both lived i

the residential collepe Davenport. Rich-

ards mer Bush in the Davenporl courl-

vird, wearing his Tiffany gold Skull and

Baoszs pin, “T wirs fobd that was my man,

[ =mzshed him on the sheulder, barked at

him, “Gro to your room,” and followed my

instrections,” sys Richands, “Mow il's 2

matter of some cmbarrassment beoanse
I'm such a Democrac”

(A knmight tells o prospective member

i gt his moom inoa nod o Yale's early
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hen Tap D ; ik 3 CRAVE MATTERS
in front of an audier e A view of the Tonh
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Skl

copTi®uED rood racz ss Croorpe H. W
Bush gawve his [ history in the Gl of 1927,
he Feouwsed on his military servics, married
life with Barbara, and hLis hope to “have
an impact in pablic seevice,” aisz af s clube
marcs says, Goorge W Bush, by comims),
spont most of his presentations in the Tomb
spoaking about bis'fatlur—repaciedly in “ule
it Gind-like perms.”

and Bones

Li.ﬁ‘.‘ higtaries, as well as mbahion nles,
the rumored “Connubial Bliss™ ritual,
und the twice-weckly meetings, all oecur in
the Tomb. The Tomb has been the Shall and
Bones hiount since 1836, when Danizl Coit
Citlman, the bunding president of Johns
Nopkin: University, incorporated Bones
as the Russell Trust Asseciation, now 1a-
meorporibed s BTA, A thres-story Greco-
Epypiian monslith of brown sandsceae, “the
T,” ns Bonesmen refor 1o 0t sis on High
Strest in the middle of the Yale campus.
Mo pon-members—"barbarans.” in Bonues
lingo—are alkpwed 10 enler, Insiis the Tomb,
the halls have been decorated by menowned
architect John Walter Cross (i Bonssmun)
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with pieces by distinguished painters such
as 1, Alden Weir (p barbarian). Dozens of
skeletsns and skulls grip the walls, sur-
rounding such il=ms a5 8 mu MMy, frave-
slomes —ineluding one Iabeled “Tablet from
the grave of Elilne Yale [the schaols name-
sike] taken from Wreshom churchyard™—
amd war memosabdliz,

The dining room, which mentherss call
“he boadlz,” is he most impressive clsamber
in the Tomb, decommted with conpraved silver
amd bronze skulls and 3-fat-lhgh windows
that eerdaak a lush courtyurd. The mom s
Tlunketed by portraits of the most illustrious
Bones aluinni, incheding Wilham  Hoeari
Taft; Supreme Courd chizl justics Mommizon
Wiaste: Kerry's clissmale Dick Pershing, who
was Killed notlez 1968 Tel ollinsive; ard, s ol
1995, former presiders. Geenpe H, W Bush.
Thee shoulks el erossbones gamp overything
from skulkshaped crodoery o oxlt signs print-
o with Btters compossd ol tiny skalls, Light
shines throwgh the pping eve sockeis of
skulls homlermyg othesadze elegant fidares.
Thene are yrand fireplaces on zither side of
the om which double 23 goals for the vie
lent soceerhockey Inbird Booes sport knoam
s “haadleball”

Ome of the most avid boodlehall players

ol b year wits JInhn Kerry, Koy, along
with Dick Pershing, Thevid Thome {3 pub-
lishirgg cxeewtive i Massschussis), amed Fred
Emith {the fuivder of FadEx) plaed boadle-
hall as ofien as posable, The game, which
mwvedves 3 half<izfned ball and freguently
Jeaves Bonesimen bleeding, is suppised o he
plaved in the dining room only afier il is
chmired ol cowches and oiher imitume. “The
fovur aff us wers the core of the haodlehall
group,” says Thorme, “Freddiz Smith was a
e, wnd Dick broke his tog once. There
were & lot of very lard obstacles motha way
anel we didn’t botber moving them.”

Berry came to treaswere his boodlehall
peaminaics imore than tle nen on his college
reams. By all aocounts Kerry, wlee may have
flt Jike an outsider as a Cathelic at 5o
Pauls, bis extremely Waspy Episcopalian
prep schaal, thrived ai Yale, He was peess
dent of the Politicel Union, o debater, and
an athicte who played soceer, ice hockeoy,
and Eemsse. He was fiewdly with ahowt bzl
a domenn members of his 1966 Bonas cliss
bifore they entened Bones, and was tppeid
by leis 2. Pawls friend Jobn Shatuck, whi
vould g2 on fo be an pssistant secretary of
state wnder Clinton.

In the Tomb, Kermy bonded classly with
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Skall and Bones

the other knights and aflen steenead comverae
tiens toward Vieinam and politics. Eerry
hielpod Smith resurnect als Awialian, once 50
mflueatial naval-air-reserve unit Sonded by
Boresmen during Weeld War [ “Bones was
ane of the mast meaningdul pans of his Bi
heciuge of the foews and nensity that came
from Lhit experience: e repularly sched-
ubesd mectings, the amount of time you for-
mally and informally spend with a groop of
peopde that crested a bond, ond a foges you
dom’l gel oul of other zctivities Tke athlee-
i teamis, He remaims very closs to the guys.
Plist of us woald go owt of the way to help
sach olhen, ne questions ksl 3ays Thorie,
Eerrys clossst riend and lrmmer canipalzin
manpger, whn became Kerry's brother-in-
lzww when Eemry mirned Tharnes Twin &is-
ter, Julim, (Bemmy's seoond walky Teresy, hoad
biecome the danghrerin-low of 1 Bonssman
when she marmed her st hushand, Senator
Izhn Heinz.)

Cher Bonzemen sy Kemy was “dehghl-
ed™ b Skull and Bones hecanse il il amd
cemented sirong iendships, Felhny Bones-
man Chip Stmberry [IY66) was kerry's
pariner for thres yeirs on Wides deble e,
bt hez says the friendship diin’t prow close
umlil they went thiough Bones ogezher. *We
think of peliticians as sarelons aed back-
slupping. Johm wis prvate and eserved. He
was shy o jump e a crwaded ciscle of four
miys hawang o beer. People therefone mis-
1oak him s alooly” Sianberry says, In the
protective emvironment ol the Tomb, howes
or Rerry “rebaxed, lv2 wes moee nateral. Hie
ke our of whabever thar shy, reserved pard
ol his peran was, Joha ook it serisashy, and
it meznd ok o hem. OF course, Tabn ook
evervihing seriously”

Aﬁ arz all matiers relating to Bones, the
origin of the sociely 1= shrouded in
awyatzry. The moss plansible story has Yals
shwdent William Russell, Later a Civil War
genend and Coecticul st reprosenia-
tive, sludying abroad i Gereary in 1832,
He returmed e Yiele dismayed o faed thar
Phi Beta Kappa, until then a secrzl sociely,
had becn stripped of its secrecy In the anbi-
Mizsonic frvar of the time. Inocnsed, Bus-
sell prabbed stane big men om canpus, in-
c-ludi:ng [uture secr=lary of waer .-‘l.|;:'.'u|n»::-
Teft, and formed an American chapler of a
Cienman society. The oroup was funded
om the legend that when Greek orstor De-
masthenes died, in 322 1.0, Eulogi, the
goddess of cloquence, anoss 1o ihe heavens.
Cingimadly called the Evwlogian Clab, the so-
viely holods that the goddess penarned 1o take
up ressdencs with them in 1832,

Henee the impamanes of the namber 322
1o Bienes members—Keny has nsed 322 as g
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cade, and Thome wses 322 os his phone o
temsiom; W Aserzll Hamiman used it &5 the
carnbinatian of the lack on & brietcass camy-
mg dispaiches beracen London and MMos-
cowe -2 the chsession witl the poddess Eo-
bogin. Members opon a slrine e leroar
Thurschey- amd Sundenight mestings, and
rezularly sing “sacred anthems™ aboul her,

B{'-'_h 322 amel Bulbegin are cemimal symbols
in the society™s initiation, When an initis
fle gpproaches the Tomb for the cenemuonmy,
the frant door creaks apen and knights im-
melzlely cover his head with 2 haod. Afer
a brick sty in “the Firefly Foom,™ o pilchs
Black living room in which his hood is re-
maoved 1o revenl the [ cigarelies the patn-
archs wave to resemible fAreflics. ke &5 whirled
tereaaghonat the building and the groands.

The hear of the ceremony is in Room
322—ihe Inner Temple, or “IT" There, a
groug of knights (bed by a distingoished pa-
trareh kv B the avening as Uncle Toby,
dressed inoa distinetive robes) awnits the m-
Liste, wearng inasks and varioos cosiumes,
inclucding the Devil, Do Quixete, Elilo
ale, @nd & Fope with eae foor sheathed in
a moiezranuned white slipper that rests on
a stane skoll, Other knighis are dressed 25
akelewons, and patriacchs lie the halls, whese
thear salemn duty s w0 yell so loadly they
scare the new memier.

One by one, cach neophyte i3 led intoe
the LT, where be's shoved around to vari-
ows feamaces of the room, including & pic-
tere of Ealogia, and forced 1o do things
such as read a secrocy oath repearcdly, kiss
the Fope's Tt and drink “klood" from
“the Yorick.” 2 shull contziner usually kokl-
img red Kool-Ail, Finally, the initizte is
shaved 1o his knees in front of Dhon Quixets
ag the shricking crowd fhlls sllent. Quivos
Lages him on the bt showlder with a sword
and sis, By order of our arder, T dub
thee Knight of Eulogin.”

Sooiy a@fter initiation, cach knight is as-
sipned o Bones name, which the society
will call him from then on. There are three
WS [0 acguine a nicknome: receive ome lom
a patrinreh who wishes to poss his down,
as Bankers Trost head Lewis Laphom
{Father of the Harperk editor of the same
nime] pissed “Sancho P o polit-
cal adviser Tex MoCrary; pocepl a imiis
tionally assipned name, such as “Muogog,”
whicls is given o the kaight with the most
sexupl expernence (Robert Alplonsoe Taft
amed Wallinm Howared Tl each enrmed this
distinction); or chooss vour own (Molieorgs
amd Williame Bundy chase “Odin” Suprems
Coorl justice Poller 3{ewarl—wha swore
in George H. W Bush as director of the
C.IA and viee president—chose “Cruppa,”
W, Averell Harriman and Dizan Wiler Ir.
were “Ther” and Henry Luce opled For
“Baal™}. John Kerry likely cams close o

earming the meme < Lang Devil,” the tradi-
tionzl tag for the tallest man 1o the club,
wul parrewly massed-- Alan Cross, now a
doctor in Merth Caroling, s Laller, Kerry
ghose his own nome, bl Bonesmmen are
keoping it gquiet, Ceorge W Bush, uneble
10 comez up with his own name, wins dubbed
“Temparary' and never menaged (o de-
cids on i Teplacemenl.

At the end of the school yenr, the new
wrap ol 15 1% whiskied away o Diocr Island
in the Saint Lawrenc: Biver, 340 milss from
BNew ¥ack Cipy: the 50-ncre priviabs island
was given to the sockdy by o Bomesman i
the tuen of ihe 2ch cenmary, Bath Kormy and
Bush returnsd 10 the dand as seniors. B
ry's gimap prepansd 1o 20 to Viemam. {Keoy
spent his tme there rewnting s class orz-
tiom i g rustic sibin by candklight) Bush's
chulr spent their time dreesting the o that
Babby Benn=dy hid been shol

1 hen the knighis retum from summer
brestk, they  almest  immedistely
Inunch irto the activity thit # knight from
Prescott Bush's closs once callsd " woncler
ful zenssiion.” Perhaps the most prevalen
rmar about Bones is thit molizes muost e
naked in a ooffin and mastorbate wiile e
counting their sexunl historss, Maked coflin
cxploits aren't officinlly on the Bones pro-
gram, hugl part of the remor is pot oo far
trom ihe imeihs ab sucoesnoe Senday e
imgs, ench knight has an evening devated 1o
him for the wctivily known as “Comibial
Tliss,” Im w cory mesm B ondy by a crackling
fire, in fromt af 14 clubmastes lownging an
plush couckes, he stands belors 2 painting
ol o woman named Connubial Bliss while
the knights sing a sacred anthem azout ro-
minee, snding with Y40 let's sweal a fow
hours rom the night, my fose”’ Then he 13
cxpecied o recount his enline sexeal history.
Apparcathy this feal has remnimed un-
changed gince the aseepiance of women into
the club in 191 A groaup of Horssmen el
by Williarm F Buckley Jr. {Bopss oame:
{heeyh el 2 oown order Blocking ingi-
atson ol Lhe sociew’s firal fomale members,
cliimmang that sscdmitzing waimen wowld lead o
“thane mepe” m the “mediom funene'" Appoos-
irnztely B2 women have since been acdmiiied,
despie  foverish lobbying by Wis uncle
Jomathan Hugh, whom a fellow  member
cilled 3 “Ematical Boresinan ! Meither Bushs
rior Karry™s dieghtens ane mesniers, honaevar,
Kemv's daughier Vanessa wasn'l lapped in
1995, and last year Bushs dunphier Barbama
clecicled b join Spede and Chalies, an under-
ground (less formmnal, temb-kess) sociely

Fm all the mystery aid conspiracy theo-
ries surrownching Skall and Bones, the
club® deepest secret may be s most ob-
vicius: the bonds between Bonesmmen oflen
supersede cihers. “For some people, Skull
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and Bores becomes The wmosl unposian
thing that ever happoned o dhem, and they
tend to sty mavalved,” a patriarch told me.
Indeed, the vear spent a5 an undergraduan:
in the elab is realhy only the beginnimg of &
hfetime membership that can, dependomg

i
Theyre Creepy
L - ) W
on by iL is used, reap enormmicus benelits, =i : { e LW alld I ]:]B ]-Elf

As his Fither aivd grandfather had done o L =T |'T
hefore Kim. Goomge W, Bush called a Bones- T a:KD {}ky._aﬂ W T

min when he was kaling for his first pob ot = m Tk .
of collzge, Although Roben Gow wasnt hir- o g T P fl]l
ing sl e wine, be sl wok on Bush == o ; 1 b DD DWBT

mimiggenenl traings ai his Homedomebased
agmicultural company Stratford of Tecs. In

e 1 ]
wreubural conpeny Striord 3 Whos who in
1577, when Bush femeed his first company, £ e e E AN
hie murmed b his uncle Jonathan Bush, who 4 "'.':n' ':".'Ifl],r-ll'?':..':l-'.".tl" 3 S!{] 111 dal ld B{}HEE'

bmed up 5365000 from 28 investors, Ome in-
vesior brosphd i approsamatcky 3 I000000;
California veniurs cepitahss William H- Dirap-
or 1. a Boassman. Even Bush's Banpzrs
baseball deal imvalved & Bonesman—Edward
Lampert (Bones 1534} was an iniial imvesior,
Bomesmen wsed 1o prant by 1§ a Slow
memnper begm a corversaton with ihe oz
plerzse “Do you knmw Cieneral FusscT” By
Lite tigmee he was rumning e poesident, Buzh
didi't have to ask, In Qclober of 2000, |
Stephen Adams (Bones 1939, who owns
Adarns Owideor Advertzing, spent 51 mil-
licn on Bilfpanrd b m key sates for Bush,
Wiheein asked o few yeurs apo why be had
mads sech o lasge conribution to someine
loz bt s, Acliors neplied that the sharsd
Bones experience was @ fewr, Even o 19705 R a e Livia
Bonesman who el W guit ohe socieny aui- L s : 4 i
nitted he wonkl newlihy I?-:I; a fllow Bones- JTOHN F KERKEY GEORGE W, BUSH
fan “just becmese of Booes. Bocause we did Paliticul-science major, Residenrlal eollege: Histucy irajor. Resldentinl college:
Junuthan Edwards, Polideal Unina, Denenpaort, Delta Kappo Epslon,
presidend. Vursily soocer, 1V, hockey, LY. president. Froshman bascball. Pughy
lagrasse, Skall and Rones year: 1960, Club, Skull und Bones year: 1968,

s Throagh somzthing really weinl weether”
Bush apparerily feels the same way, e
of the first sociz] gotherings he held in the
White Flomse weas a ceanion of his Skall aml
Banes %68 clubmales, and within the post
v years e held another reivion, this time
al Camp David. Ome ol Bush’s carly ap-
prinlments as president was Robert MeCal
harn Jr. {Bonss 19680, now assockzie ailomsy
eneral. (T 2002, MeCallum, whose Justice
Drepartment eivil division inclodes allomey
and 1954 Bowcsman Devid Wiseman, fled
Pleadings i LLE. District Courl ssseing an
capcutive privalees that wanld maks mformi
i on presidentml pardonsg mone secs
than in the pasty Among Bushs other
Bomes appoietces are Bill Donoldsen {1953,
chaimean of the Securiics and Exchange - ety
Commission (znd onetime dircctor of the MelZenrge Bundy Puller SIEWATT
Deer Istand Corportion); Edwand hMeMally {19400 (1937)
meel of the Qiffice of z

Diavid MeCuallough Williuen H. Willinm F. Buckle
{1053) Donaldaen {1053 Tr. (1950)

PAPER TRAIL
srownd for the pholos

Edward C. Porper. The daming 2 105, i & Preseoit Bush  Archihald MacLeish W, Aserell Harriman  Henry L, Stimson
el et i by Kimb (1917 {1915) {1913 (1555)
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Skull and Bones

Hometzid Sceurity and @ senor associars
coursel w0 the president; Rex Cowdry
(196K}, associare director of the Mationzl
Economic Cowcil, Roy Austin (1965), am-
hassador to Trinilsd and Tabago; Evan G,
Gulbraitly (19500, the secretury of dafense’s
representative in Furope aibd e defense od-
viser t the LLE, musaon o HaT; James
Boacherg (1985), associae judge of the su-
periar court of the District of Columbis; -
et Enowxville mavor Victor Ashe [1967),
tlsz first mavor oppointed w the beard of di-
rectons of the housing-finance comgany Fan-
nie Mae; Jack Moliregor (1934]. o nomimee
for tlez Saint Langence Senvay Dovelopment
Corporation advisory bounl, the sine water-
way thar iz homie 10 Deer Island; aixd Bush's
cowsin George Herbert Walker ITT (1933],
pmibaisader 0 Huppary, Frederick Smich
(1966} was reporiedly Bush's top choice for
seerctary of defense until he witldrew from
the mmening becauss of heallh reasons.

Bonesmen sav the president videes the
soctely because i became an extension of
his family: the Bush-Walker web in Bones
includes &t least 10 members, ncloding
those wha, ke Feuben Holden (Bones
pames MoeQuilp), married in. Donald Elng
a member of Busk's 18688 Bones club and a
chtose fricnd who regularly visils the presk
dent, savs Bomes is imporient w Bush be-
cause “loyalty and imadition 5 Dopotant o
the family” But Bush wiews Hoaes, he
adds, a3 a private matler which he docs
ot discuss. The presidens belisves there's
still & reafm whese privicy counts.”

Bm‘u:s Lovalty runs deep in John Kerry
e, I 19535, Kerry, whay lthe Bush, has
participated in severnl revnions with his
clubmittes, organized a meeting and o visit
o Arlington Mational Cemetery on the
2%1h anniversary of Dick Pershing’s death.
When Pershing died, Berry wrote 1o s
own porents thit Pershing “was 50 much o
part of my Tifz ot the reeplaccable, incom-
parable moments of love, concern, anger

and compasson exchanged in Bones 1hal
can never be replaced,” Afler the trip to the
grivesile, W members convened ab a Wishs
ingten hotel o talk about Pesshing, Bones,
and one another, “IL was very, VEOy mos-
ing and poignant,” savs Chip Szrborry. “I
was neat that John went bo the trouble 1o
migke it happen, and 30 years lober we weri
able to pick up with each ather, immediate-
v ilentifying, feeling n commestion.” Kerery
his ik Been back 1o the Bones Tomb a few
times and once deliversd o speech there.
“Wien he's por a Titkle time, he s1ops in.
Wit of us de” Theme siys.

Cnoal least ene apcasion. Kerry took an
a mase mvalved Hanes mole. Tie 19845, Jocob
Weisherg, now the editor of S, was tak-
ing time off from Yale to intern &t Te New
Repabiic, in Washington, DU, when be re-
cefved o eall from Beesy™s secretary, “Senq-
tor Eerry wanls 1o see you in hizs offics,”
the secretary samd, “He wor't w2l me what
1l i ahaut™

Weisherg showed up ar the seootor™s ol
fice at eight An, Inilizlly, Berry mads small
1alk while Weistere wondered why he was
there, Then Berry epped bun for Bones,
Veitherg, who hadn't known Berry was i
remizer, wis stunnzd,

"Senador Kerry,” Weshesg said, “you're
a liberal—why do vou support this cogani-
Zaliom thal dessia't admin wommen?™

Eerry listed his 2fTors w assist womesn
thrsughond his career. “I've marched with
battered women, 've supported womsn's
righis, Mo one can question iy dedication
1o women,” Weishene sad he wasn't interest-
ed. Keery replizd, “Promiss me you'll think
ghaout it beliore saving no.”

When Weisberp called Ferry back, his
cill went straight throwgh to the senator
Hez rejected the offer, and Eerry, Weisherg
reealls, said he was disappoinced.

Kerry's fellow Bomesmen say the senator
crmsiders Skull and Boanes a valuahle part of
Lz collepe life and 2 souree of lasting fiend-
ships—but no mors theamn that, “T o dink
it plos @ significant rolz I his thinking or m
his crcle of advisers” says Alan Cross In-
deel, o glance through notsble figures n

Kerry's life roveals only the Boncsmicn
whom he knew hefore they wers fapped.
And Berry, 25 an onb-war Vielnam veieran,
puhlicly railed apainst fllow Bonesman Me-
Cieorge Bundy in westimony belore the Sea-
ae Foreign Belations Committes m 15971

“|Kerry's] family carried the name
Forbes, but John was never comforiabls as
i part of the Establishment,” s Thorne,
wio adds that the 1966 groap wasn't the
“olite Establishment type” “He achisved
what he achiesesd on his owin. Hiz is o lifs
marked by intelleciual and other kinds aof
arhievernant, nol by who you know, That's
Jjust bowr ke was”

homne bins fremds in hath the Kerey aind

Bush femilies, smd his discossed the
Bonesversus-Bones election with Kerry and
with fire covsin Brinkley Thome, one of
Bushts feflow 1968 Bonssmen, who has e
mained ckese 1ot president, When [ asked
Doawid Thorre why Kerry dismisses inguiniss
ahout the socieny, he said the Boies foc-off
1z simply a sowsos of amusement, “I%s kind
of am e caitcidence, and s miech el
s can he drawn fom it, The accasation of
all Lhe oysicrics anrfouted 10 Mores 1 this

‘the bz ome? Thome lughs, =1 think kb

fisrls 7%t relevant to the election, like rmar
age or divoree, 105 a privese matter, Bones &
no less meaningful o Ceonpe than i was to
Jisha, and oo sure they both know of their
e exprerience and they avkrewlece tha”

Certatinly peither mon i spanking about
Ehomes i pablic. “T's g seoret,” Ferry dead-
pitnned when Tim Buasserm pskad him aboul
Bonss on Meer the Presz, “Is o secoel we
can't 1alk ahour it Bush responded when
Russert usked him a similar question o
Feliruary 2004

Dh=pite  political  dilferences,  saost
members view the upeoming glecion with
a mixture of pride in the secicty and em-
tarrassment ot the mereased scnainy. As
they see i, Bones will have o White House
connection ether was, “I's & win-win silu-
arbon” savs o 19605 Honesman. “IF thers
i5 a goddess, it looks bike she is smiliog on
theim both™ O
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