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ORIGINAL DEDICATION. 

TO 

WILLIAM PERFECT, ESQ., 

PBOVDCUL GUlfD IUBTD J'OB TIIB OOtnn'Y OJ' ll:D'I'. 

R. W. Sm, AND BaoTBBB :-When I consider your 
very high and respectable attainments in the science 
of Masonry, as well as of all the other arts and sciences; 
and reflect that you should have beard the following 
small proofs of study with such a degree of partiality, 
as not only to encourage their publication, but also 

to permit their dedication to your name ; I cannot 
but ascribe thia condescension more to your love of 
the religious and moral parts of our Royal Order, than 
to any merit you can possibly see in those feeble pro
ductions, which are now delivered to your perusal. 

That this religious predilection may be continued 
to you with all its happy benefits, and may it cloae 
(however far distant I have every reason to wish that 
period may be), may it close your present existence 
in all its calm serenity and peace, and open your future 
etate in all the fulnesa of everlasting felicity, prays 
very aincerely, 

Your very aft"ectionate Brother, 
And ever obliged 

Humble Servant, 

b7roaY Houa, ST. PAUL's, I>BPrrom, 
April, 1799. 

J. INWOOD. 
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MASONIC DOCTRINES. 

PRELIMINARY REMARKS 

ON THE MASONIC TESTS OP THE EIGHTEENTH CBNT11JtY, 

BY THE EDITOR. 

" It is strange to aee with what greedinesse this ayrie chameleon,~ 
all lungs aod winde, will swallow a rooeite of newes, as if it were ph~
eall; yea, with what frontlesse insinuation he will serve himaelfe mto 
the acquaintance of some knowing inuUigenctrl, who, trying the cask 
b;y his hollow sound, do familiarly gull bim."-WBIXZID. 

" Guard thy secret from anotlier ; intrnat it not ; for he who intrast
eth aiiCret, Jiath )oat it."-.A.LUIWJ PBoVDB. 

IN the earliest times when the motions of the heavenlr 
bodies attracted the notice of mankind, curiosity prompted 
them to make observations, to institute enquiries, and to 
endeavour to find out the reason why these luminous 
orbs moved with such regularity and exactneu, and to 
~cover the laws by which t.heir singular revolutions 
were governed. By such means, in a few generationa, 
great discoveries were made, and abstruse speeulationa 
became familiar to the philosophic mind. But it is a 
question whether they were onginally actuated by any 
motive more powerful than curiosity; and whether they 
ever entertained an opinion that their researches would 
have an effect on civilization or the general happinesB.of 
mankind. The gratification which they derived from 
contemplating the beauty of the firmament, studded, on 
a dark. night, with thoWI&Ilda of burnished stars in variou 
interesting positions, some stationary, othera moving 
ma~eatioally on their accustomed course ; and all uniting 
to unpreu the beholder wiUl a magnificent idea of the 



2 PRELIMINARY REMARKS. 

Creator of such a wonderful display of worlds/iled on 
worlds, till the imagination became exhauste by the 
intensity of its own reflections-appears to have been the 
extent of their wishes. 

To compare small things with great, the same course 
is pursued by too many who have been initiated into the 
Order of Freemasonry. They first perceive its rank and 

' estimation in the eye of the world ; they observe that it 
sustains a brilliant reputation ; and curiosity induces 
them to enter a lodge, that they may ascertain the pro
cess by which this reputation bas been attained. The 
emblems of the craft attract the candidate's attention, as 
the stars of heaven invite the admiration of the beholder. 
He contemplates their form-he enquires their meaning, 
symbolical and moral-and, having ascertained this, he 
seeks no farther ; thus losing the true beauty of the 
application, and remaining ignorant of the manner in 
which the sublime lessons which they embody operate 
to promote the influence of Freemasonry, and the benefit 
of the fraternity at large. Like a boy blowing soap 
bubbles from a tobacco-pipe, and pleased with the beauty 
.,f the colours which they display as they rise gradually 
10to the air, but totally ignorant of the science they 
display, and of the recondite problem which he is uncon
sciously working out. 

Yet these symbols frequently embody the very essence, 
not only of Freemasonry, but also of the worship of the 
Deity. Bardwell, speaking of Masonry, says:-" Reli
gion, being the parent of architecture-and a 1tyk, a 
symbol, device, or emblem, appropriated at first to reli
gion, and to nothing else-its object is to produce a 
religious abstraction or recollection in the spectator ; the 
effect is heightened by ita antiquity, and a certain mys
tery veiling it. It follows, then, that all styles of archi
tecture are hieroglyphics upon a large scale, exhibiting, 
to the heedful eye, forms of worship widely differing from 
~h other, and proving that in almost every religion with 
which we are acquainted, the form of the temple is the 
hierogram of its God, or of the peculiar opinions of his 
votaries.'' 

Such superficial Masons reflect very: little credit on the 
institution, whatever their rank in life may be ; for it is 
the internal, and not the external condition of a man thai 
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Maaonry regards. Our late Grand Master the Duke of 
Sussex pursued a ditrerent course. He tells us himself
" when I first determined to link myself with this noble 
il181itution, it was a matter of very serious consideration 
with me ; and I can 888ure the brethren that it was at a 
period when, at least, I bad the power of well consider
Ing the matter ; for it was not in the boyish days of my 
youth, but at the more mature age of twenty-five or 
twenty-six years. I did not take it up as a bgbt and 
trivial matter, but as a grave and serious concern of my 
life. I worked my way diligently, passing through all 
the different offices of Junior and Senior Warden, Master 
of a Lodge, then Deputy Grand Master, until I finally 
closed it by the proud station which I have now the 
honour to bold. Therefore, having studied it, having re
flected upon it, I know the value of the institution; and 
I may venture to say, that in all my transaotions through 
life, the rules and principles laid down and prescribed by 
our Order have been, to the best of my faculties, strictly 
followed. And if I have been of any use to society at 
large, it must be attributed, in a great degree, to the im
petus derived from Masonry." 

And this is the course which every brother ahould 
pursue from the moment of his initiation, otherwise his 
Masonry will be useleBB to himself, and of no value to 
those whom his example ought to influence. It is but 
too true, however, that there are many who know little 
more about the real nature of the institution, than the 
cowans themselves; and this is not a complaint that 
applies exclusivey to the present period ; for it has cha
racterized all time. Nor doea the masonic society stand 
alone in having incurious and carelen members-the 
charge applies. equally to all other :public bodies of men; 
and even Christianity-blessed Chnstianity-all power
ful to the salvation of the human soul-is inundated with 
apathetic believers (if believers they be, notwithstand
ing their baptism) who make shipwreck of their faith, 
and live as though they had no responsibility, nor any 
souls to save. 

This lamentable careleBBDeas of some who have been 
initiated into Masonry, has, in all ages, made it necessary 
to guard the avenues of our lodges with TBBTS ; witli
out a knowledge of which none can approach the altar 



where the Book of Wisdom is openly diaplayed. Many 
candidates are satisfied with being eligible to attend the 
lodges on public and festive occasions ; to form a part of 
a prooeaaion where the honours of Masonry are exposed 
to view ; and to enjoy the credit of belonging to a society 
which has the merited reputation of doing so much good; 
of relieving the distresses of the widow ; of educating 
and clothing the destitute orphan, whether male or 
female; of providing for the necessities of those whom 
unforaeen misfortune may have cast down from a repu
table station in life ; of furnishing annuities for the aged, 
and an asylum to receive the worthy brother of humble 
rank, at a period of life when his energies are exhausted, 
and hiB strength decayed ; thus gladdening his eyes with 
a gleam of sunshine and happiness before they are closed 
for ever. 

When MMOns appear in procession, the public are 
reminded of these essential benefits; and they become 
universal topics of conversation and approval ; which iJ 
one reason why many good and worthy characters are 
induced to enter the fraternity after one of theBe maaonic 
formalities has been exhibited. The public appearance 
of the fraternity on particular oeeui.ona has been enjoin
ed by the Grand Lodge, from the very revival of Masonry, 
as being perfectly in keeping with the principles of the 
art ; and was observed as a great solemnity throughout 
the lut century ; the highest officers of the Order not 
diadaining to be present at these interesting exhibitions; 
and the places of each officer and brother were regulated 
by law.1 

The beauty and utility of our proceaaions are not at 
all afFected by the fact that they were the subject of 
ridicule or pasquinade ; for the most sacred of alliDatitu
tiona hu not eacaped the censure of bad men.• The 

1 Vide .A.Dderlon's Oonat. Ed. 1738, sub auno 17U, et pauim. 
1 Ba.t what evil impreaaion can such a burleeque u the followiDg 

create ill any -.ell-regUlated miDd f It is calculated ouly ror the ve-g 
lowert JIT8de of society-for thoee who never could be admitted to the 
aacred Boor of" Masons' lodire; and, therefore, let them laugh, the Order 
reaai.DS11118C&tbed. Tbe folfowiug puquiDade appeared in 17 d : " The 
aolemu 8lld ltately proceasion of the .Muons. l'wo tylen in yellow 
cockades and liveries, beiug the colour ordained for the Sword-:Beanr 
or state. Tbei, as the youngest Entered Prentices, a.re to guard tho 
lodgoe with & dr.wn nord from all oowane aud eaft~Hropj~en, i •· 
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anti-proceasionists of the present day, in order to throw 
discredit on the practice, compared them with the inde
cent orgies of the bacchanalia. Thus Fellows, an Ame
rican writer against Masonry, says: " The masonic pro
cessions are identically the aame thing as thoee of the 
bacchanals, but got up with more taste and refinement, 
owing to the influence of civilization. In these are 
carried a box or chest called the Lodge, about which 
much secrecy is pretended, and which is kept covered 
from the eyes of the profane or uninitiated. The utmoet 
decorum is observed, and homage paid to the sacred con
tents of the mysterious chest." But processions form 
the very e111ence of every ancient institution which had 
the most remote alliance with religion; and the excel
lence of Masonry, in all its degrees is derived, in a ~reat 
me&8Ure, from proceMional observances. Each pnvate 
ceremony is attended by some processional movement ; 
and public processions are used on the most solemn occa
sions. We visit the house of God in public to offer up 
our prayers and praises for mercies and blessings; we 
attend 1n a body to show the world our mutual attach
ment 88 a band of brothers ; we are arranged in a aet 
form, to exhibit the beauty of our system, constructed 
on the most harmonious proportions, and modelled into 
a series of impercel!tible grades of rank, which cement 
and unite us in that IDdissoluble chain of sincere aft'ection, 
which is so well understood by Master Masons, and blend 
the attributes of equality and subordination in~ balance 
so nice and equable, that the concord between rulers and 
brethren is never subject to violation, while we meet on 
the level and part on the square. 

Added to the credit of being a member of such an 
inatitution, some superficial MaSons attend the lodge for 

listA!mera, lest they llhould diaoover the fncompreh8118ible mysterfea or 
llaaonry. A ~d chorus or io&tnunenta; to wit-l0111' l&akbatl, or 
OOWI' hor111 ; I1X Hottentot hau.tboJB ; four tinkling cymbal~, or tea 
camatm with broken glasa in them j tour shovels and brllahes ; two dou
ble ba88 dripp~aus ; a tenor frying pan ; a salt box in delaaol ; aDd 
a pair or tubs. Entered Prentices, properly clothed, giviDg the 
token aDd the word. equiJ!age of the Grand MUter, beiDa' neatly nuty, 
clelieately squalid, and magnificently ridiculous, beyc>nd allliuman bounclS 
aDd concei~' . On the right the Grand Muter Poney, with the cat
,._. for bill appandAI:lt to a blue ribboD roUDd hfa Dllt!k, k • 
Ohe Jam•tla 
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the sake of ita refreshments, to which they are inordi
nately attached ; when in fact refreshment is only iD
tended as a subordinate item in the practice of Masonry. 
I am quite ready to admit that the nour of refreshment 
is very attractive, which is probably the reason why so 
many prefer it to the graver business of the lodge. It 
has been said that man is not by nature a working 
animal ; and the proposition is illustrated by the disin
clination of those who have fallen desperately in love 
with masonic refreshment, to participate freely in ita 
labours. For such Brethren as these, a certain portion 
of masonic knowledge, as a teat to secure their admission 
to the lodge in all ita degrees, becomes indispensable ; 
otherwise they would be Masons in nothing but the name. 
And although these testa may appear abstractedly, very 
trivial in their nature and tendency, yet they have fre. 
quently led to something better ; because their signifi
cation is usually recondite, and embodies matters of 
much greater import than their exterior appears to 
promise. · 

One cogent reason why our Brethren of the last cen
tury adopted a aeries of teats to distinguish the cowan 
from the true and faithful Brother, is found in the fact, 
that the entire system of speculative Masonry is con
tained in the Holy Scriptures. The Old Testament 
presents us with its history and legend, its types and 
eymbola; and the New Testament with ita morality, and 
the explanation of thoae allegorical references which were 
a sealed Book until the appearance of the Meaaiah upon 
earth, and the revelation of his gospel. Now aa the 
particular testa where all this information might be 
found, were freely circulated amongst the Brethren in 
manuscript if not in print,• a few stray copies might get 
into the bands of uninitiated persona, and a superficial 
knowledge of our references might be thus attained ; and 
without some certa.i.n teats, as a means of detecting im
posture, a bold man, even with such slight ?retensions, 
might have succeeded in introducing himselfmto a lodge, 

1 I have in my possession a MS. of thia kind, written about the year 
1 '1'64; it contaioa upwards of a hundred and fifty tens, with their reapeoo 
tiYe reterenoea : and a ~PY of another, written about the year 1780, 
ooataiDI neely a hundred teztB, many of them difllriDg from tbe 
former. 



PRBLIMINARY RBMARKS. 7 

where the officers were careless about the admission of 
visitors, and the Senior Entered Apprentice was remiBB 
in the discharge of his duties ; and once there, he would 
see enough to qualify him to repeat the experiment ; and 
thus would become enabled to reveal truths which were 
not bound upon his conscience by any obligations to 
secrecy. Besides this, the world was inundated with 
spurious and worthless publications,• which professed to 
reveal all the mysteries of Masonry. These books undoubt
edly contained some truth~ome wheat amongst the 
chaff-but they were so deeply imbedded in an undigested 
mass of error and absurdity, that no one who had not 
passed the north-east angle of a lodge, could possibly 
disentangle truth from falsehood ; and therefore these 
pamphlets were rather beneficial to the Order, because 
they contributed to lead the illegal enquirer into a fa.lse 
path, which was sure to terminate in a wilderness where 
Ignorance and confusion reigned, and where his ideaa 
would be lost in a maze of ever varying conjecture. 

Bishop Earle says there were in his days (and we are 
not without them) a class of meddlers, who "thrust 
themselves violently into all employments, unsent for, 
unfeed, and many times untbanked ; and his part in it 
is only au eager bustling that rather keeps ado than does 
anything. He will take you aside and question you 
of your affair, and listen with both ears (cowan like) and 
look earnestly, and then it is nothing so much yours aa 
his."11 If such an one, by any accident, should stumble 
upon some trifling masonic truth, his knowledge waa 
counterbalanced and rendered useless by the absence of 
correct instruction as to the manner of communicating 
it ; for the technicality of our mode of communication 
constitutes an unchangeable test which forma an insuper
able obstacle to the admission of any uninitiated person ; 
and it is that alone by which a true Brother can succeed 
in making himself known as a Mason. 

The author of the Freemason's Lexicon very truly 
observes, " some of the ceremonies of initiation, and ex
planations of many of the symbols made use of b_y the 
ancients in their mysteries, have been discovered and 
printed, and our chiefs and rulers must expect that "lihW 

' Bee Golden Remains, vol. i., p. 1 'l. 
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will also be the ease with respect to Freemasonry ; but 
those ceremonies and symbols cannot be the true secreta 
of Freemasonry ; they bear in themselve1 sufficient proofs 
of their insufficiency to bind mankind to the Order, espe
cially that class whom we find most devotedly attaelied 
to it; viz. the most liberal, the most enlightened, the 
most wise, and the most truly pious amongst the family 
of mankind. The Christian religion hath also its sym
bols. The bull is an emblem of strength, and the lamb 
of :patience ; but the man whose knowledge of the 
Cbmtian religion extends no further than to be able to 
state the names of the various emblems which are used, 
and what those emblems represent, has no great reuon 
to pride himself upon his knowledge of the Christian 
religion, and much less claim has he to the comforts and 
hopes held forth to the true disciples of the meek and 
lowly Jesus. Even so is it with a knowledge of the 
ceremonies of Freemasonry, and of the symbols used in 
those ceremonies--the SBCBBT is of a more exalted and 
refined nature." 

The unmerited hostility with which Freemasonry wu 
uaailed by all cl888es of people during almost the whole 
of the last century, and the idle objection• which were 
raised to impede its progress, constituted another sound 
reuon which induced the fraternity to guard their e:mlu
live privileges, and protect their recondite secrets with 
tests of such a peculiar nature as to set at defiance all the 
attempts of cowans and unworthy persona to penetrate 
the mystery which was so carefully guarded. Those who 
flattered themselves that they had acquired some sli~ht 
knowledge of the institution, were paralized by the exist
ence of a regulation which threw them immeasurabl.Y 
back upon their pristine ignorance, and defeated the1r 
exertions to recover their former _J)O&ition, which, in reality, 
was nothing more than a false bght that had no elistence 
but in their own heated imagination. The lodges were 
freely open to men of honour and integrity ; but there 
existed a feverish desire to acquire a knowfedge of muonio 
secreta without the _l)rooesa of initiation ; and it waa the 
di~appoiniment which attended all their efforts to ac
oomplish this illegal purpose, that eonveried neutrala into 
enemies, and augmentecf the ranks of our opponents with 
acg.,.e and ranooroua partiaaus. 



The~ i• no IMtanee on ~d in 1 tW' ~ lhe 
world, wbere any pablic body of mea hue been·ao mach 
Tituperated, and- tune ~~il.»t.M ~·lalne forbearan'ee. 
Broth~rly .love &Dd eb,rity font~ the ~ia of the 0Ner, 
and tbe brethren" of the last century practised' tbe8e eub-: 
~me virtues in their purity. . It was a saying of Socrates 
that the duty· ora man i8 "to do good to b~s friends, and 
to m~k.e lfiende of hia enemie.i."' This oo~duet WllS .~ur-
8'ued by the Freemaaona with the most· tnumpbaot 1ue> 
cese. · They engaged in ~ controversy ; and when t~y 
~nde!!Cended to reply to aoy ealumny, it was wi~ 
mildne1s and oou~ay-thus showing that the principlea 
whiell were inculcated ia the lodge, were reduced tq 
:p,racti~ in theit intercourse with the world ; and demo~ 
itrating, beyond all. contradiction, that the 'tJ:uths of 
llasonry w~r~ operative, and ~oduced a beneficial effec\ 
upon the mxnd &,Qd lll&rmers of th01e favoured few, wb~ 
bad been admitted within th'e sacred precineta of the 
l.od,l;e, to imeibe the.'b~medeent jil~tructio~ of. hunianitf 
aocfbenevolenee, fr:otn the fount&~ head of wiadom ana 
experience. - . _ · · . . 
. The ~MOnJe tests of di~reDt agea have varied 'T8rf 
cmurid~rably.; and ther~ are . (•w brethren of our "owu 
timee who ·would be able . to in~erprei tile. fo~owing, 

·which COD&tituteif the teats &t tbe beginnfDf o( the }alt 
~ut~ry. They were ~ot, l. be~ieTe, (rojollled· .bJ the 
Grarid Lodge, who, generally ~fug, ·left tbeu man:
apem. ent to the dile.retion Qf the brethren ; aod I know 
0 no teet which. obt.,ineQ the .public aaDCtiOD o( the 
(}rand Lodge, el~t that unfortullat~ .chqe or la.o4-
marke in 1740, which drew c)owu upo:q ~ tae. octioua 
~- o~. ~ lf.uona. .. . . · .. · ~· . . . .. · , 

.• .• . J T B Q. d T _H·:A_ ·T·B.· . . 
. ww~tt. ,~ ot: tlae iaior JCD-..&.~u .. r, .. 
• Wba~ .-e &laO~ Iisht,. ' . . . : 
• Bow oaglato the Muter to bie lllll'tecl t · · · 

W&at ia die l)UDilbmeot of a eo'fttr ! · • · · · · · ·· 
Wbat ill the bone boae box ! · . . ~ 
How ia it llid to be ~ oolJ ,ritll iYCII'J U,.? . 
B.Y what ill tile kq eaQeoded r · -. · ' ·-
WW il the olotlail~ ol a Maloa! · · 
What Ia the b1'8i1d 7 · · · 
How hirb WM thlioor of , .. llllcWie .a..m\lerr ww ... tllla ltoDI..U ., .. . .. ·. ..... ~ 

I 
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-!t..-.oha B ..A.P. 
aame of a·F' C. 
name or !l M. · . 
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· · Theae questions may he· considered trlvial, 'but fn 
reality they were of great importance, a~d included some 
of the profoundest myateriet. of the craft. Nothing ought 
to be pronounced trifling until ita meritS have 'been can
didly examined, and ita claims to notice fairly investigated. 
If, after such a process, they tQi'n out to be worthless, 
'et them be rejected, and their pretensions s.c~ttered t~ . 
the four winds of heaven. It is, however, true in physics 
as well as in morals, that the most insignificant thin~~· 
'eeording to outward appearance, often possess an tn
herent value which is unappreciable by common natures; 
rhe diamond,·, whEm taken from the mine, is a· small, 
rough, and unsightly stone; but it contains; under such 
an unpromising exterior, a gem of tbe highest value. A 
single drop of croton oif? _or prussic acid, under prope~ 
reatrictions, contains virtues of incalculable wortli; out 
if misapplled'by ignorant practitioners, is pregnant with 
the moat alarming and fatal effects. . , · 

In lik.e manner, a sing18 masonic question, hovt puerile 
aoever it may appear, ia frequently, in the hands of ~q 
expert master or the art, the depository of moat import
ant seoreta, the just application of wbtch will materially· 
contribute t9 promote the best interests or mankind; 
both tempo~l and spiritual; but when placed at the 
disposal of a cowao,·liowever he may have acquired poa-
18Hion of ita ordinarr mea.n\ng, ·will end in nothing leu 
than &n expo~ure -~f his ignorance! and will ~naequently 
overwhelm h1m Wltb ahame aod dtsgrace. .. · .. 

The teats uaed ~bout the middle of the century, vai'ied 
coaaiderably from the above; for, although eome of the 
queationa correspond with them, the anawers were very 
clil'erent. I have ftOt be~n fortunate enough to- meet with 
a correct li.t of theae teet., but ~e following formed a 
portion of them ; and I have reuon to believe that the 
iDitlal letten were omitted. · 

Bow oapt • Kuon to be clotW T 
'Wbeo were 7oa hera ! 
Where were yoa born ? 
Bow 4kt ~ ~ flbe.,..' w-.11 tMiodp ll1tl&a* r . . . ~. .. 

:• 



.. 
.. a _ ...... u:r ._....._ 

. ·WhMilftll_, .. . - ... . ' 
. . '\tith what hlwe JOlt wor.bd! 

What do you mean 'by acacia ? 
· How old are you ? 

The use of testa bas ever 'been eontidered u • matter 
af great importance· amongat the ft-afernity J and hence 
they have always been earefuJly taught to every initiated 
brother as he advanced in masonic knowledge, proceed
ing gradually through thedegreeiof aymbolicalllaaonry, 
A separate pOl'tion of the tests was comatitted to him a' 
each step ; but the explanation of those which were at
tached· to a superior cfegree was withheld until be wu 
fully qualifi~d to receive it; by being passed or raised. 
These teats were something like the conundrums of the 
present day-difficult of comprehension-admitting on\7 
of one ans~r, which appeared to have no direct correa
pondence with the question, and applicable only in con
*<lnance with ·the my•terious terms and symbols of the 
institution. 

The tests, or qMlifiootion-questions in use •t the latter 
end of the century, I can speak ·about with greater cer! 
tainty, because th~y were propounded at my own iJlit~ 
tiOn, and I studied them with great diligence. 

. wa-. are ~u aftllislr to-? 
. ..A.fe you a Jlaaoo f . 

· Bow do you bow ilat f 
. aow ril you pl"''Ve that tG me f 
.· WA$e WMJ01l made a Muon t 

WheD w• 1011 ~~~He· a.Malea T 
By whom wete you lll&de a Muo11 t 
From wbeoce~o11 come? 

•· What- ftllWD-tion do you briq f 
. J.zi1 other ltleODl-.sld.UOO' . 

Wliere tre the II8CI'et.l ol )Wooq ~ T 
To whom clo you deliver them? .. , 

:' How -do you deUTer them 1 
Ill what Jb8DDIIr do 7011 aerve yowr JlaiW? 
What WJ(II(lf D&IIIO ? 
What Is She ume or yaar aoa f. . . . . 

. lf • broiber were iOit, wJaere wo.td you look tor Ida r 
How abou1d y011 eq~eet to 8lad 111m clothed! 
Bo1r bloowJr a lrfMoD'I wiDd f. . . 

, W1l7.,_U*- bltwf . 
. What time is itT 
t t I o 

.. , 

. Tb• 4•..aeua appe11• la&va beea diridea lato three 
,.otioo• 01 . .-a pioe. .-ch, hat taot aeceNtar w the 
......... 'ia.y:Mi·-..ia·ihenMur.af·•-..... ---



'' 'being oon&ned to its own apPropriate clu.. · 'fbey·w&re 
10metimee engraven or pnnted" oil earda for more eott
venient reference ; and the copy which wat preaepted to 
}De at my ioitiati~P by my ~~nic spone.or (fo.r it will be 
tecollected that I was a minor,) was engraven. &Qd ie
··ued by one of the town lodges, which I .have reason to 
believe is now extinct. 
·. 'fhese testa are doubtless of great utility; but in· their · 
..,lection, a pure and .discriminating taste baa not been 
alway11 used._ AI!d aa there was no authoritative law for 
iheir regulation, much was necessarily. left to the dis,. 
cretion of the. Masten of lodges, and there are reason' 
tor believing that a strict uniformity has not been al way• 
observed. In some of 1;he American lodges a test occnra 
which is probably unsanctioned by authority •. Where 
aoes the Master hang his hat Y The French had-Com~ 
in~nt ~tes-vous entr6 dans le Temple de Salomon Y Thit 
\a a very amusing employment if the object is merel,r. 
lvikr• eutn luce; but there is too much levity aboui tt 
ever to become an admitted 1andmar~ of the Order. 
· In the qnalifieatio~ questions now in use. amot~sat the 
lodges, which it will be .unnecessary to introduce her8. 
'because they are in every Muon's bands, we discover a 
decided improvement over any of ta~ir predeoe1110n; and 
the gradual proceu to their preeeDt perfection may be 
inteUigib1y traced by a 1crutioy of the tbree former 1eries. 
Johnaon aaya, in his preface tG hia editioo of Shak-espeare, 
that " antiquity, like every other quality that attracts the 
notice of mankind, has undoubtedly votaries that rever
enee it, not from reason, but from prejudice. . Some ~Mm 
to admire indiacriminatttly whatevel' hu been long yre
terved, without considering that time bas &ome~mel 
eo-operated with chance. All, perhaps, ~~ore TQore w:illing 
to hono\lr put than preMni exoelleoce; and the mind 
contemplates genius through tbe shadee of ,.,, M the 
eye surveys the sun through artificial opa.citr' In our 
cue, however, the advantage is decidedly m favour of 
ihe modem• ; the arrangement ia ~perior, and the ael~
tion of queations more appropriate. The greatJ mpralin 
goea on to say-" aa among tbe works of natute no man 
..,... properly •11• ri11e1 d.iep• .,... &lOtlntai& Wgtt, with-
ewtt $Ae UQwleig. ·Of _..,IIIP.Dtlil!l .... m&ay rivll'lll 
.. Ma ......... of •••.. ., .. , ..... beo·-,lecl 
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e%eefient tin it hu bee'n compared \'rith other ~orks of 
the same kina. Demonstration immediately displaya ite 
power, and bas nottiing to hopf' or fear from tbe flux (){' 
years; but works, tentative and experimental, most bt( 
eatima.ted by their proportion to the general and collec
tive ability of man, as It is discovered in a long succession· 

.of endeavours." H~re, then, we arrive at the very point 
of enquiry which applies to tbe subject in hand. The' 
intelligent Masons of various periods appear to 'have' 
drawn up each their series' of tests; and" it is only bY: 
collating and comparing one with the other, that we can. 
determine accurately which is entitled to the preference. 

Our system of tests possesses an advantage which its' 
predeceasors wanted. It baa the p~blic ~S&Dction of ~he: 
Grand Lodge; and therefore a.dmtts of no tariation. 
thi'ougbout all the loda'ee tinder its jurisdiction. · · ,. 

The M:BBOns of the 1ast century had another kind or· 
test, or rather qualifi~atioti, which was applied to eandi- · 
dates for admi88ion. into the Order. It is tbus ~xpressed 
!-n the first printed Book of Constituti~ps;a.nd is re~ted 
m -'l otb·en ·; " The men made MasQns must He t'rae 
born. or no bondmen, of mature age and bf good report, 
hale and ilollnd, not deformed or diamembered it the 
titne of their making. Bat no woman, no eunuch. · The,' 
10n of honest parents, a perfect youth, witAout MaiM Of''· 

tltfect in lau body." . 
Thia test ap_pears to· eut an indirect refteetion (Jn ·the:; 

works of our Almighty Creator; and therefore the tfse· 
eons ef the preaent aay have expunged it from tM statute . 
book.; because a man's moralS are not determined by: 
pbyaicat defect of hie body. In f~t· it appearw to be 
opposed to the direct commands of. the gt!lpel; for· 
CD~t himself pronounced tbii ·loss of a member of the: 
body of Iess.conaequenee than tb.at o{ a lingle virtue t1t 
aff'ectiori of the mind. "If thy right e~ ofFend thee,' 
pfuek it out and cast· it from thee ; for it is profitable 
tor thee that one of thy membere should perish, and not· 
that thy whole body should be cast into h~ll. And if' 
thy right nand offend thee,· cut .it off aud east it ftom: 
tliee ; for it is profitable for thee that one elf thy metn
'ben ahould peneh, and not that tby whole body tbo'altl• 
be cut into &ell."' · · 

-·~ .... , ...... 



Tlte truth i$, tbi1 ncuJ.ation W.B.$ never iDtAmded to be. 
itltroduced into Specu.Uuive Masonry. ItslWpearance in 
the Conatitutions, however, shows bow f~~oJ.thfully they 
were transmitted from the most· ancient times; when? 
in the details of operative Masonry, the want of an arm 
or leg constituted a physical defect which prevented a 
man from practising the mechanic_a.) part of tbe trade Of . 
calling, anli would make him a mere drone in the hive. · 
.And therefore when our ancient brethren, how talented 
10ever they might be, were· obliged to serve the usual 
time as A{>prentices, and Fellowcrafta, or Journermen,. 
before theu genius was allowed to expand itself m the 
character of Masters or architects, it waa found impoe
lible to admit those to a partieipation in the work, who 
were di~bled by nature to mount a ladder, to handle a 
trowel, or to make a correct application of the square, 
level, or plumb-rule, for the purpose of trying aad cor
recting ~he irregular angh~s or a building-of laying linea. 
aod proving horizo.ntafs-aud of adjusting uprights Oil' 

iJ:leir basi$, to bripg Nde matter into due form. . 
It waa by this ltlborious process that the architect or 

Kuter Muon of the middle ages rose to distinction. No 
work of art, Myt Carl :Meuzel, can ever be produced . by 
•iill and understanding alone ; the inapiratioo o~ the 
arti1t ever baa beeu and ever must be the source of that . 
which confers ~et~thetic value on his production. "A 
pieoe. of ~chitecture, in which there are any manifeeta- · 
ijou of genius, is .worked out in the same manuer aa a 
poem. Invention, or the. ground idea of the aubject •. 
mutt 'come first f and it is to this conception or tbe 
f&Dcy, that technical skill ia afterwards to tie applied, so 
11 to work it upj and to render practical in construction' 
what i• origin&I y the mere ~pprehensiol\ of beauty •. 
This is the only true proceee. By adopting the oppo
•ite, we may indeed be able to obtain a atructure in· 
every respect well suited to its destination ; but it can 
never poaesa that mysterious charm which genius alone· 
can ba~tow ; nor will it ever warm the beholder to ad
miration, although be may not be able to deny that the . 
builder hu performed all that utility require., or mere 
leUOD ough~ t~ demand."' . · - . . ; 

'~··~p.l'r6. 



··Per -&e~e teaaon. tt wu a •namg regutati01I 6f'the; 
craft, that every Appred'tiee, "be tree bolD, and of limbe' 
whole as a tpn ought to be, and no bastard, and tha.$ 
DO Kaster or Tell ow take DO allowance to be made Muon r 
w;thottttbe 888eDt of hie fellow&, at t)Je least six or aeven.' 
That he that be made be able in all degrees ; i. e., tree 
'born, of a good kindred, true, and no bondsman, and that' 
he have bi8 right limbe as a man ought t. have." The: 
al»ove regalation is taken from a MS., copied in the reign' 
of Jamea, and now in the eustody ef the Lodg$ of Anti .. : 
quity. But it is a eustom of a much higher date, anci 
may be traced back to the tenth century. A MS. in the 
Britiah .Museum, of this date, riatea the regulation in 
these worfle- · · · 

The tbwrtbe artycul thy~ molte be, 
7\ai the maytter hJa ftl ---., 
!'hat he ao boadelDon prenva Jllllre, 
N y for DO OOYetyle do nym take; 
By olde tyme ~ )"'fynde, · · 
That i.1le pre111tee schulde be of .-enb'l kJDIIe 1 
. .A.Dd eo -~gretelonbe blod • . 
Take. t~,a gemetrJ that J1 fa! gooli. 
The 1)1tbe artycal 11 ~e gOoct.. 
81) tbat the preDtee be of lawful bloi ~ . 
The D:aylta' ·ICbal DOt, •r 110 ....... 
Jlake DO pnllltee .tllat Ja 0 .... ; 
Byt p to mene, u ye mo-.re bert, 
Tliat he have hys lima hole alley-lire; 
To the ctaft hyt were ll8t schame, 
7b,... altalt,IIIOIS tlllilcalrJN, · · 
J'or an u11par(Jt mon ot aehe Dlocl, 

· Scbulde clo the crat't but lytuJ" pod. 
'l'hu -,e mo-.re knowe everychon, · 

· 'l!Jt ct,r.ft welde have a myptJ 111011 ; 
· .! 8aJIIIIild IDOil he Uth no might, · 

Ye 1110-.re hyt lmo-.re loQp ser m:nrht. 

' 

Tilt. rep1atioa ia wone tUn wele• in S.UintYW 
Kuomy, acl hu been very jodioicnW.y I'MClDaa.t. Tb& 
ciDlr tea or q11alifioaii01ll which are now req-airM iD 11 
OIDdidate fer tbe hODOUI'II of Jf11e11ry aoe-that "he ma1t 
N a free lllaD, ud hi• own muter ; aDd at tb~ time of· 
iai.tiatie · De bown te be in reputable oireuma~ 
He 1hould be a lover Of the liberal art. a-qd acieneea a 
1Ulbiuled by the impreper IOWitation fll menda, anin
lueu.i by ~or other uwortlay.moij: Dlf ad , 



~ wiel] hi a f""JOU~'-l•· oti.Pla. .t ~ .. 
u, •nd - &sire of .knowledge.', . . . . . - .. 
Our traneatlantie b~thre~, howe:vef, ~eretaJl<l tO. 

diaq~ifi~tion literally, and dQfend it .by argUJD~Uta li~ 
th- T~at it i• " one .of th6 oldest regulatiOQI ~ . 091: 
~cient craft, and arise• from the o.riginally operative 
~¥tot~• of our institution.. Whatever o~tiona some . 
~tra-liberal bfetbre.n may ~ to the u1100a.Ptabl4.: 
JJ&tu.re of a law which excludeJ a virtuous m&Q. frorQ wr 
fellowsh\py 'Ncauae he hu been unfortunate enoup to
loa~ a l• Ql an arm, wa have no right w di~u~ th& 
ques~ioq. · The .r~ulation constitutes 0ne of the Jn~WlJ 
~\ll~tie.a thi.t diatinguish our aoeiety from all o~; 
1ts existence continues to connect the preae.ai 'f.»'oWir 
tive with the former operative character of the mstitu
~on ; it is an important peri of Qur hia~ ; and ia, in 
lhort, by universal oooeent, .ODe C)[ ihe-laodQlarks of tb,e 
Order. It can aever, therefOTe, be ehat~r,:~"' Hence, 
in their constitutions, the physical disablli-Qe. are thus 
described: ~ Of tuftieient. natural ead9woumts, and the 
.ensea of a mau ; with IOIDe n.ible way of acquiring au 
lwneat livelihood, ·and of wm-kin~. in hia eraft, as become• 
the members of ~his most aoctent and honourable fra
ternity, who o\llht not only~ earn what ia sufficient 
for the101elvee and 6uai1iee, but likewiee aomething to 
apare for wor\,s of charity, and sopport~g the true 
di~nity of the royq.l .craft •. Every person deeiring ad-
1Dl811ion, must also be upriga' ia body9 not deformed or 
dismembered at ~ time of makiD~; but of hale and 
tntire limbs as a man Olliht to be. 'If In France the 
teat limply is, ""u.l ne pourra etre pr~tenW aux ~preuve~. 
•• App • · • s'il n'eat d'un 6tat libre· et a'il ll'a ~u une 
6ciucation honn&t;e.•• · 

The eDatence of telta in any society or body of men, 
~· ·1M.i IUclt &ll ·MaoeilltiOil ia- ucl-"e Nth ill ita 
iteal Ui ira itll obeuYanoes J aDd: M- Is 'ibia l'itdNta Ut. 
~which bu iDdnce& the q'llelltion ·to -be---
.... ihl inlltUutioa be 10 v«y baeieial to IMiety. ...,... 
aoi '-1 i& op• to. the world, ..Ui all men ~-- •• 
litWI TM aDSw81111o ihia 811111uiry aN 10 obri-, ibid: 

. . .! 
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it will be unneceaae.ry to repeat them here, a.s they Will 
be found in many of the following diaoourees very ably 
handled. It will be sufficient to add briefly in this place, 
that if other distinguishing characteristics of the society 
are worth preserving, such as order, harmony, brotherly 
love, &c., with the other essential virtues of ?,laaonry, 
then the attribute of exclusivene88 must be preserved 
with them; for, if one be sacrificed, the remainder can
not be prevented from falling into deauetYde ; and Free
masonry would become an institution deprived of ita 
responsibility and bereft of its advantages ; aud, like all 
other auociations, which admitted of the encroachments 
of innovation, the sacrifice of it. principles would soon 
produce ita uiter extinction as a moral and BOCial inatitu .. 
tion. 

• 

, 



, 
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8BRMOH, I. 

UNION AMONGST MASONS. 

PILIUOBBD A.'l' GJLA.VliSBND, JVNB 24:, 1793, 011 ~ 
O&.LBBB.A.'l'ION OP S'l'. JOBM ~BB BAP'l'lft. 

" Sir~. ·11• arc bnthrm.'' 
Acn vii., pvt of the 2Gtb Ytne. 

TBB great desire of· that part of the world, who· are 
aot yet initiated in the Masonic Order, is, to be acquainted 
witli that grand aecrecy,1 by which ao many men of dUfer
elit nations, languages, dispositions, views, stations, and 
interests, are, above all ottier aocietiea in the univeree, 10 
'!lDited m one undiviaible chain of friendeh4> and brother
hood; an~ becaUie tbit secret still remains perfect and 
entire, within the limite of the Order, some ridicule M, 
aome slander ua, and some are splenetic enoqgh to aur
qlile muoh evil of ua, and iotally to condemn ue.1 . But, 

• 



believe me, all ye who are not Masons believe me, as one 
who dare not speak falsely before· the awful preeenee of 
Almighty God, the Grand Architect of the heavens and 
the earth; believe me, that the royal O.der of Masonry, 
however secret, from its most early institution to the 
present moment, has nothing belonging to it, but what 
18 80 far from giving birth or growtli to the commission 
of any thing inconsistent with the stricteet parts of our 
holy religion, whether it respects our duty to God or 
man ;3 yea, so far is it from any thing of this, that every 
part of it, if duly followed, has a direct teoden~y to en
force, and to en00ura.ge, ··the pertbrt!l8bce ·of every one 
of its most holy precept&: nor do I know a more promi
~t and distingl)ishin~. feature it p~, than ·that'· 
wh1eh our tMt aiords ua; fot deaenptitm and lmforoe-
ment, i. e. "Sir1, ye are bretkren."4 . 

As Christian•, as Englishmen, nay, as members of any 
society, you must know, unle88 you are ignorant of every 
thing that is J.OOd, and amj.able, and pleasant, you lmJilt 
know t~e U,tihty, t~e beauty, and the perfection of unioJ;l, 
or uility amongst men : a.nd though any species of unity. 
may posseaa very great mystery, you ~uat know, ·at the., 
same tUDe, that no mystery csn of itself be t~e cause of 

• • • I> • • • 



., ~~rial :l\4fEI!I)\ to tae 'llniq~ Ht. iD ·~!MJY ~cut 
paturally te"ftd& to a4d. OlUeh to:ittr perfeeiioti. and. esee~ 
~pey. By way.of deeoription·of this aaerllion, let me 
~k., can you dtecrihe eatistaetorily te. youraelves, the 
1rea,t mystery 9{ the unity of the TriJtity, w\rlch is 110 
418154Jntially the glory of tbe incemprebensible Deity?' 
You ~quat anaw:e:t:s Qo! And will yw. then. like · many 
ii\ahionab]e and dangerous faaatics and. philoa0ph81'1 or 
.the ·pre~nt day, eoDdetnn tbat·vmon IMcatJ&e,.you ·an 
pra,at of the eause, me~hod, Of' maeaer c;~f ite· unity, ur 
liow it prodl,lees dwi~ grood-e1feet upoo the bamlm mind. 
~bich it luuJ (()t ~ea .paat d&~ied'l · Su.rely., ro! here, 
then, is a proof that there may be great mytlieryin uaity1 
.and tbe unity so far from being condemnable on aceouat 01· 
lts· ~ny;.t.ery. that, sure, no one dare deny. but that it ia 
infinitely ~od eternally perfeet.' · . · , ~ : 
. A~ . ob~erve & very grB&t ex~lleney .of Q¥ion in a 
poli~.J. seJJ&e. . Pe:rbape · the history of ·mm nowberil 

. . 

,\ 



• . •.:..._.., ..... , 
.,rds u any in6maation, of any JteriOd," 1ike the pre
aeDt, of national onity. in our· national politics ; and I 
beaeech you uo~ what aouroe, Ake thi11 union, could we 
pouibly. expect. any tolerable degr.ee of sueceBB againal 
the daring attempts of foreign toes, who have opened 
'their mouths again&t us, to swallow us up like roa~ 
lions ; M from d&meBtiq ~iea, who, lib crocodile., 
bave. endeavoured to eDBil&re us, M, like IDak.eB, have 
.eadeavQured to destroy ua t' Sfuoely frotn uo source. 
Bext to the interf6reJMle of Divine Providence, like thit 
union of aentiment, could w., hope for sooeess. Has it 
not b~ ae a •word in tbe·boaom of ttre fol'mer, to wound. 
their growing flpirit of miachievous ·intentioPJ, and baa 
it not been a deadly poison in the heart of the latter, to 
-amotber, at leaet for··the present, the kindlin! ftame of 
their treasonable projects ~ain.et our deareat privilese.! 
.And ev.t¥1 this pefitical union js not '\lfitbout its mystery. 
li ia almost an undiscoverable myatery, that -a nation, 10 
averse to its present engagements of war and tumult, 
.both frem interest and humaaity of aentiment, ahould 
•lmo&t u·niversally unite to en~ourage, sup~r:t, and con:. 
'tinue the utmost exertions of tbat, wh1ch natu~ally 
.e.x.baua\• our wealtb, draws rivers of tean from many 
Df our fellow-creature~~' eyes, a~d glvee eVery dlsagre.,. 
able setlsation to all the feelings of our national and 
Christian humanity. And yet, me.thiok.a, all circlb
atanoes considered, all must confess, that this unity at 
ientiment, though accempanied With this mys_tery, il 
..,ery eommendabl~, and ~e, as in~\vid.uala of tiP• great 

. . . 
'At thil period the coUJI'tr1 wu torn in pf8C811 by r.ct.ioa. Unqufd 

Jplrit.a wwe ebroed ill fJ'ItJry corner ef tile Janel, ~ at.leCtioa 
111110qat Ute people, llld malting ~ to deed. o1 llriaclrler, whieb, if 
tbe;v llad not DeeD timely defeated, would II&Ye plaoed this fair eou~tr1 
at the Dleii'CY of a foreign' invader. And tbla wu 10 mG4!h spprebended, 
at one time, that a .,.,iJic Udreea w• made to the operative~ ftoom a 
high quarter, that t4eir e111 might be ctpened to the ~cee. Tbl 
writer jaatll arga.ea. that " there iw a o1 .. or worlnnen who mil)' perhapi 
~ tbat tbel8 evlk w011ld not aftld diem. I mean Joorn871UD Cl.l'o 
peutere, bricld&)'8!:1, 1118101111, ud an ofJier artifteen, who form a valaable 
~of tbuommanity. But tbiltis a moat lameatahle mistake. Let it 
only be uked, what is it taat. giva tbeDl emplo:yment? Tbe &IIIWel' il, 
the ra. of the 081Ulti'J'. ADd ww II tile 0&11118 of \b011 ricllel r Wh)j 
trade ud commerce. Aak, tileD, 1rhat w~ be the OOIII8qnenee or 
I'IIDIOVi.na that V1lde and tllat cammeree to !'ranee f -n.., mast ... ,.. 
1ft, •tloul baAII:raptcv", poftl'ty, IIIII rain. Wilo,· tJaa, will ._.tie, 
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VJIJO]( Alt=GIP · ~.6.80·1. • 
..-#oal aoqiety, · Aould,.' \tiUwMtt :it, ~ 1ft ·.immitlant 

~~ ie,: tlum,- gteat ~t ia union; ~od th~gb aU 
ar~ • .,. tte41.uainted witb, nor are able to comp?ebend the 
Iii'~ of that tSniou, it. mystery or 8eel'ooy ia by ne 
·~ a _suffioieBt reaaon, uer ought it to be allowed • 
,. reuon at al,l, ·why .thia seerecy s~d in any respect 
Mthorize ~ wbo are iiDOtaDt. ef .the eeereoy w llan-
4er, defame,. or oO'Ddetnn ~· unity .a. 

Havmg tbu mtr~ueed JDY oocaaitlbal acldreBS, by 
proving tQt ou.r Creit hy •~ means deaervM the d.eel~ 
l 

io Uaai CUt, flo bailli. ~ ~ ~· aitcl wstehOIIIIIll. an4 te 
uJarse our cities aad towua t 'ne .-,wer is--ao fJrlf. Wbfn, tbea, 
II the likelihood that the condi~on of oar mecbaaica would be bettel'ed 
~ liDJ .._. ia the goTerBment ~ the coetry T . The ..-.,.- is--" 
J; aot ealy ~bible. ~ tmpoeaibla: Ho...- wretchedly, then, ue ._,lllell IIJiatMen ·alld illilled, who BUppolle that tar 410n4idoo·woalll 
be ~tered, if the ehange sholJIII actually ta"e plltce." . 
· 'This WIMI wri«en in the time of war, when a Ftench invasion of thii 

•unfry Wall cvrent.Jy ex~~ ; and 'the opioio111 of an ~ea "Were 
... ftl'ell in Jaaguap, .-htcll the~~& who hue »ever eaperienCecl anytbbc 
bat. pab)iQ pele8 C1&1)1lft poabl)' eltimate. :8EO.fllWGod waB a maD ~ 
great mildllellll and bell8volence or intention, and yet 'We shall 8Dd OCOit 
lloll&l palllllgEII in tbeae aeimooe, where oPinioqs at"e ex})resaed ln • style 
taa.t ••OIU!& alroogly of political e.:cltemeo~. JD tact, the whol8 oolintry 
,.. iu a monl Jeyer; an• I am wd e.uoqb to remember ~ in the 
towd wbere I waui a\ 110hool., wben "" ab~We ~on ftl·preaohed, the 
~:ys met in t.he market-place. every n!gbt, and never ~ted aW tbeJ 
W l!llllf the nationallllthem, t.nd oonc1Qdecl with tbrae hearty cb~. .. 
: • At thJa 111118 ·~DryWall chupl with being a vehicle 111 mymcilllli, 
6eol®hf, ~t.iq whim, real eei~ f&Qatiillalll, aocl frte thlnkiUC 
I!Dtb -r.n. ~lijion a,1d politiQI. BobisoD ~~~p, l!ha.t. " aU tlle reOued or 
Jlrilolopld~ lodJres ia A.laa.oe and Lorraine naitOd, aad in a conYentioa '* :r..-01:11 bsatly pat tbealeel. .. uader tJie pafaoooap of tbe .A.mil ...-m. cia];; V O'it6, tai\A,YMecla aolltinaal oorftiPQDdellce, llld toDBidatecl 

YS II JI!OfeulDC qne IIIIIIIQ.Dic fai~ mlftcLnlt.IJ &tiqniababl41 
that of other I~ Wba' \8ia w11 we do no& TfiFY. dilt.iact.IJ 
, we can only i.Df8r it troa aoao hietoft.eal ~ Oae 

'Ot i~ lavOIUit.e ~agJaters, ~ Loclle Theedor von._ pteo Bath, •• 
Hnmch, beer.me 110 nmarkable for iliacoarlea daagerou to claucll aocl 
atate, that the Elector of Br.viY'i&.lfter repeated admouitio111, dulag • 
eoul"le of 4ft or ai:x j'ful. 'W8oll obllpi to llllppM81 it. ..I.Doihtr or He 
..rr.pa locJ&-, at Begeoebarc.b, beeame uoaedingly obDOIIdeal to the 
~&Me, ""' ~- ,.vera! C81111110tioDUnd iUlll'J'eC1:iODL .A.notllor, 
&t Parla, Jrlld1ially reAaed bato the J acobiu Club. ADd, in 1791, till! 
~ iD .A.laace Ud Lonaiue, with tboee-of Spire and Woraa, in'rited 
Cn&tine into Germany, .iwad delivered Keats iato hia bus" (Prool!, 
J. ~.) 'n• llaaden •• been reflded, over aoc1 ovet apba; aDd tile 
•tyltlld patrio- ol tbe.Baglilll •tiolt. at tWe ealaliillteaa plriod; 
fu•iirtlld it1 t1ae hlltery ot t.lal -~ . ~. · . . .. • . . • • , ·• • . . · . 



• . • · .. , dllilloK .. . .. ' t .• 

.....,__,. Ae-'fo~· .... -ot . I.Jsy~l, -~.e ·• 
bond of o•r VJJIO._ .te -a I~~yttery or a ·aecret, I 1halt tnril 
my .. --tWo· to ~e· wont. ".~ .my tat; and &ddree~ 
myself . im~ediaiely and partieumrly to you my belo•ed 
.Wetbren of our_,..,al an( acted .Order, embraeiag tldi 
.favourable opportunity of &timotailhiog-.yw, to @f.ve your 
bo.OtNm~puloua Mtentiod to'all the~ ob1ipijou. ~ 
-that Order, ~¥1_bll maY'st~ -no~ to the enem1 
1io blMp~; ~that y6U, may• O&llae'. DQfte' ·Wbo ~ 
11Qlt\siglt yo11.-.'io ~.what 'til'e jn~y·.tyle tae big~ 
-privijep of adrilileiott; "* rather, i4tat you· ·mar giv• 
the moat iaoobteatible tro.o~ to ,n. both within aDd. 
•~t, that·y•a a~ .. ·aot ~~- ia nJ'd and ptofeuion; 
· .,ut· in deed and in truth, what y.ha ·prpre~ to be, "lwet~ 
Yen."te . . . .. . , . . • 
' Firat, we .. will. oo.risi~ in .what:aen•·au ~n, au.d.W. 
in ~eular, u K&IOII8, ·are u b~;". and afterwa.rda 
\Ve "'111 en1e~tvour · pn&Otic~y to ~nforce the great d~ 
bf t~~ :Uil}On •. Now, though J. am ~n,Iy . profeeaedl1 
preaclllng to say brDtber 1duoal,-y011 wlll asCUJe. ·rue. 
if I eodeav~QF t~ .~e thje~onio meethtg; in a TeJ!.o 
iioua eence, .. useful .11.8 we ean to all. And in ~ing 
~hia we cannot very ~ily ~pe th~. observation~ tha& 
.dll~~~m tm brdll.ra.u . • . · . · . . · .. ,. 

Gin me leave to begin with ob&errlng, my frien~ 
•hat you who are not Mason a, lie under the same. gener-.1 
ebligation to act as bretbren to .tie. and- to·e.aeh other, u 
"'-e do to_ ~11 the worid, Add i~ pAI'tle~• . to each. other 
~ ou~ p1oua and · honourab~ . oommunity. For. b~ 

• 10 Tbe Da:JH or Brotber ill ~·an appellation pecaliat to i&e J1aso11i1t 
~- It Ia Creqa.ently oM in Soriptmr for ·a man of the l!&lnQ 
fOGDCI'Y, tor -uy relation, llllil for a tieigbboar, (!tom. ix. 3, 1 John; 
Deb. ii. 17.) There ia- a regu'- graatiou iD the application of ~ 
trord flrother ; IUid all uationa haTe a limilar eppDcat.iOD of the 1ll!l'm; 
ln Erlglaud., peop1e of -~ 111118 tr.dt! or pl'ljfet*ioo call a.cb <itW 
.lwother. ~ to 81:pnlll& III&Qy other .ldeia or similarity, we oftd 
attach JMIIDillgll, no le&uxtelllive, ta thia word, thon are denoted by it 
lfhen it' OOilUl'll in Ita IOOIM lleiiR in Holy Writ. ·. · · ' 
. u The lect8res or tllaa day taught tba\, "~y·I!Je exetclse or brother~! 
love we a£8. t&ug)t to regard the whole h-.man epeclea u oae family• 
the hlp, the lowt tM ricli, the poor; mated bJ. oae A.Jmiglaty Being, 
aDd seat into 'Cbe WO\'ld h---dae -aopport ud protA)ction of • other. 
On dUI ~eiple, ~1!11. ~Dit.ea mall of e..-y ectntrt end opitdbJl'i 
- OGIICIJIWiie trlle ~ ......,..t\0118 who·mfght otlerwile ba" 
.. 'Mfat•~fa&lall6tieoe.•·- - · ., . . ·.·· . •\ 
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creation, we are all the chi1dren of one common parent ; 
of one blood the Great Architect of the world made all 
the families of the earth. See the order of his work ; 
he laid the broad foundation of the universe ;12 he raised, 
without axe or hammer, the circular walls of this terra
queous globe; he roofed it with yonder beautiful canopy, 
and ornamented it with all those unnumbered and un
measurable glittering orbs of shinin~ light and lustre; 
perfected it in all its beauty, and furnished it with all 
1ts utility; and, like a workman who needed not to bet 
ashamed of his performance, pronounced the wondrous 
fabric good, perfect, complete. Next he built the 
human frame; furnished its interior part with immor• 
tality; pronounced his creature, man, very good; sent 
him forth as the inhabitant of his new made world; bid 
him multiply; and declared him the common father of 
the intended human race. From this stock all our raee 
was propagated-all we are brethren; Adam was our 
federal head, and Adam was the Son of God.15 

11 The same lectures thus explained the above reference : " At the 
building of the Temple, there WM not heard the aound or any u:o, ham
mer, or metal tool, throughout the whole building ; for, the 1tonee were 
hewn in the quarry, and thert~ carved, marked, and 11ambered; tbe tim
ber was felled in the forest of Lebanon, and there carved, marked. ancl 
numbered a1ao; from thence the materials were floated down to Joppa, 
and then conveyed to Jerusalem, wbere all the parts were put together 
in a wonderful manner. 'fhus wu the e.~:cellenCJ of the craft proved 
beyond a doubt ; for, although they were prepared at so great a clilt&Dce, 
yet, when put together on Mount Moriah, each part fitted with loeb 
perfect exactoe88, that many eminent visitors from foreip! countri• 
believed it to be the work of tbe Great Architect of the Un1veree, rather 
than an uertioo of hum&D skill. This practice was in coDBOnance with 
the divine ordinances. At the erection or the tabernacle in the wilder
lllliB, God commanded Moses : " thou ahalt build an altar unto the Lord 
thy God ; an altar of stones; thou shalt not lif't up any iron tool upoD 
them." (Deut. :uvii. 5.) And again, at the building of the temple, it 
ia said that " the house was built of atone, made ready before it wu 
brought thither; 10 that there W&B neither hammer, nor axe, nor anJ 
tool of iron, heard in the house while it w&B in building," (1 Kinp, 
vi. 7.) And the idea of the pollution or iron toola was eo prevalent 
amoDglt the Jewa, that David, aJ)e&king of the deeecratlon of t.be temple 
by the heathen, aaya : " they break down the carved work thereof at onae 
with uee and hammers. '!'hey have cut fire into thy sanct111r1 ; tbeJ 
have de6led by cuting down the dwelling place of tby II&ID8 to the 
ground." (Psalm lxxlv. 6, 7.) 

11 Hence thtl tbeosophic YuoDB of the continent entertaioed an opiniOil 
t.bat Adam might poaaibly have lived for ever, and that an elixir JDiabt 
be prepared by art by which any man could make himself iamor&IL 

3 
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Again, as the great ~rovider in the coune of nature, 
and the riches of ProVIdence, be daily manifests to all, 
that all are brethren. It is for all, that his benignant sun 

• shines, in resplendent lustre, and in unison with the 
tender dews of heaven, or the cloud laden with showers, 
moistens, softens, and vivifies the powers of nature; fruc
tifies the bowels of the earth ; clothes the meadows with 
flowers, and grass, and herbage ; shoots from the hardened 
branch and body of the tree, the tender bloBSom, and 
ripens the luscious fruits; dresses the gay parterre with 
all its gaudy colours, and its rich perfumes ; furnishes 
the ten thousa.nd hills with cattle ; fills the meadows 
with the lowing kine, and the bleating flocks; furnishes 
the ocean with her scaly tribe, and the air with her 
feathered fowl ; and in ten thousand thousand instances, 
proves from his general, his liberal, his benevolent pro
vision, that he the common father is of all, and all we 
are brethren.14 

And thus they argued: "Adam's food was holy, paradisaical, angelic, 
eternal, needing no evr.cuation ; eaten only in the mouth, not t&rtarous. 
Thaa Paracelsaa thought to attain a method, by feeding on that whereof 
the stars subsist, to extend his thread of life to whatever length he 
J)leued, Thi.a, therefore, il the true elixir, if daly and naturally col
lected, epitomislng the univene, tincturing the vital, uatural, and 
animal spirits, whereby the astral and elementary man ma;y be strongly 
fortified, the natural balsam radically restored, dregs obetructing the 
quick interiors of the powers separated, highly conducing to health. 
And the long lives before the flood, as well as many since, Be8D1I 
to be referreil to their happy knowledge of this almoet paradisaical 
aecret." 

11 Bishop Beveridge, when treating on the Name of God, baa some 
llimllar oblenatious. He says :-" When God apeab of himaelf aDd his 
own et.ernal a.ence, he saith :-I All THAT I All ;---«~ when he speab of 
himaelf with reference to his creatures, and especially to his people, he 
aaith :-I All. He doth not say : I am their Light, their Life, their 
Guide, their Strength, or Tower; but only, I Am. He aet.a as it were 
his band to a blank, that his people may write under it what they please 
that is good for them. .As if he should say--re they weak t I am 
Strcngtli. Are the;y ~r? I am Riches. Are they in trouble! I am 
Comfort. Are they s1ck! I am Health. Are they dying t I am Life. 
Have they nothing f I am ·.All Things. I am Wisdom and Power ; I am 
Jaatioe and .Meroy; I am Grace and Goodn8811; I am Glory, Beauty, 
Eminency, 8npereminenc1., Perfection, Allanfticiency, Eternity, Jehovah, 
I am. Whataoever is SUltable to their nature, or convenient for them in 
their aeveral conditions, that I am; whatsoever is amiable in itaelf, or 
desirable unto them, that I am; whatsoever is pure and holy, whatsoever 
illf8!'t or pleaaant, whatsoever is lrOOd or needful to make men bapp;y, 
that I A.m. So that, in short, Gocf here repreaenta himlelf to 111 u aza 
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Lastly, and not the least instance, does he prove our 
universal brotherhood, in the unfathomable, unlimited, 
and unbounded price he paid in the blood of Jesus, for 
the purchase of the world ; here none are exempted in 
this mighty ransom ; he who tasted death for every man, 
when expiring upon the cross, sealed with his blood the 
universaf bond, and in his wide-stretched arms of uni
versal love, embraced a dying world, bid all to live, and 
bid them live aa brethren.JJS 

My friends, aa men in the world, ye are all brethren ; 
see, then, 88 ye return through the world, to your heaven
ly Father, that ye fall not out by the way. 

To you, my brethren, who have attached yourselves to 
each other, 1n the grand and royal Order of Masonry, 
besides these various bonds of union with which all men 
are united 88 brethren, I address myself in reminding you 
of the solemn obligations and engagements with which 
we have entered into the union of brotherhood, before 
God and our brethren: engagements than which nothing 
can be more binding; nothing can be more sacred ; 
nothing can be more pious.18 Recollect and feel, sirs, 
with all its first intended force, that if it is possible, in 
bonds stricter than the bonds of all men "ye are bretl&
ren." Brethren by bonds never to be broken, but with 
the highest, deepest, broadest breach of all moral honesty, 
civil integrity, and religious sincerity; bonds in which 
ye were not bom ; bonds into which ye were neither 
entrapped, enticed, nor compelled to enter; bonds into 
whicli ye entered by your own free will and consent; 

UDi"V81'11al good, and lsl'el us to make the application ot it to OUI'I81n~~, 
accordi, to our several wants, capacitiE8, and deairE8, by •ying only in 

genell Bral,th.au:::_..,_ all k'-.. -'~-" m-=...:--- . , _ _.. y 11 _..-uwu, man wu are v ........... y ~ .......... ; 1o 1., piabau. 
in a capability of aalvation, by embracing the conditions preecri&ed iD 
the goapel; and it ia predicted by the Jewish propheta, that, at eome 
fnture period, when the dEaigna of the Almighty are about to be ftnallJ' 
oompleta, every inhabitant of the earth Bball be converted to thia tml
v81'1111ol reli«ion ; and then, human paaaiona will be at reat, wars will oeue, 
swords wifl be bsten into plouglilharea, the leopard will lie don with 
the kid, the wolf with the lir.mb ; and then, when the great aeotariaD dilo 
tinctiolll of Jew and Gentile, Greek and Barbarian, ahall be utingniahecl, 
the leadipg principle& of divine Masonry will prevail throaghout all ani
mated matter. 

M And hence the old lectnrea aaid : "we are all equal by our creation, 
but much more ao by the strength of onr obligation." 
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bonds from which ye might, even to the last moment 
before ye entered, have easily escaped.11 If, therefore, 
for I must be faithful, or I forfeit the name of brother; 
if therefore, as Masons, ye are not brethren, as men, ye 
are wone than the worst of men. 

We proceed now practtcally to enforce this great duty 
of brotherhood; ana in this, though I hope my brother 
Masons will feel themselves peculiarly interested, I think 
the rest of the congregation have no right to seclude 
themselves; and thue, our discourse, though delivered 
upon this particular occasion, may become generally 
111eful. 

Now, by way of plan for what is hereafter to be ad
vaneed, I believe it will be generally agreed to, that in 
the order of brotherhood, their interut, their reptaatioft, 
their felicity, should be one. 

First, their interest should be one; in the first publi
cation of the gospel, it was an order in the primitive 
church, that the possessions of all should be put into 
one common stocli, and all should have free access ; and 
according to their necessity, every one should partake.11 

But such iJ the change of times, manners, and circum
itanees, that a common etock of this sort would, it is to 
be feared, be only a common stock of general abuse ; 
when we aay, therefore, that the intereet of brotherly 

., EnrJ admiaion must be voluntary on the part of the candidate, for 
be Ia obliged to make a declaration when Jlropoai!d by a friend for ioiti&
t.foa, that " a.nblueed by the improper eolicatation of frienda, aDd unia.
lunoed by mercen1U7 or other unworthy motives, be t.reely ud volUD· 
tr.rlly oll'er'l bimlelf a candidate for the myateries of Muonry ; ud that 
be bll prompted thereto by a favourable opinion conceived of the lnstita
t\011, aDd a desire of knowledge." In lilte manner, candidates in the 
Grecian pmea were obliged to be introduced by some penon of eeta
bllabed ~utation, who ahould vouch for each being a tree agent ud u 
honourable mao. 

• Tbu St. Paul aa;rs to the Galatiana : " you. are all one by faith in 
Ohrllt J•aa. There 11 neither Jew nor Greek, bond nor tree; male nor 
tl!male." AD dlatlnctlona thu done aW!l,Y', ucept thoee which might 
arfle from piety aod virtue, the moat bleaaed e~ta were produced In the · 
h eociety or Obriati&lll. It waa, indeed. a highly diatiugulahed frater
mty-beuevolence ud charity abounded-the earth beclme the image 
or llaftD-the =ve tone or indigence waa never heard, for mutual 
Jove &Dd mutul til cemented them to~er in u iodlasoluble chaiD 
of llncere dectlon, which the papaa attrabnted to 10me I8C1'et apell ar 
Clarm which had the p()wer of iDaplring violl!llt ud irrellatible attacJa,. _.. 
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union ahonld be one, we mean not to advise the Hta
blishing a common stock for the free aceeea of all. No! 
this would, I fear, scarcely in the present da,., answer ita 
intended purpose in any union whatever; for the exa
mination neeeBB&ry to the entrance of a member into any 
union or society, ia eo relaxed, that there is aearee any 
order into which almost the worst characters may not, 
by one means or other, gain admittanee.18 View the 
Hou~~e of Lords, the House of Commons, the Court of 
judicature, the Church of Christ, the army, the navy, 
and amongst the rest, the Order of Masonry, and none of 
these communities, I fear, are without their J udaaea. 
Consequently, when we eay the interest of any commu
nity, or brotherhood, should be one, we only mean to 
eay, that after due trial of the worthineaa of the mem
bera of that community, or brotherhood, to which we are 
united, our attempts for the interest of the worthy 
memb8l'l, should there be very preferably, yea, even 
scrupulously, placed, or we forfeit the observance of one 
of the moat material credentials and bonds of union : we 
give that to a atranger which is due to a brQther; we 
make a cruel breach in the bonds of brotherly union ; 
we give our brother a pain; the world a eubject for 
reproach; and ourselvea a sting of conaeience. Our 
interest, therefore, with these aeaaonable limit&tiona, 
ahould be one. 

u There are aome a:cellent oba-vatiODB on thls point in Koore'• Jr(ao 
eonic Maguine, U. B. (vol. iv. p . .133), which are worth qaoting. Tbe 
writer aap, speaking or maaonic impcllltora, that " there are cii"'OIIDo 
IJtaDcea eZlating at the preeent day, or which we canoot here l1*k ~ 
ticularly, but by whicli the fraternity and the lodgs throug"bout the 
world are a:poeed to the impositions of the mQit unprincipled ; apilllt 
which all the fortiftcatiollB by which our brethren in Connecticut aeem to 
think themselves surrounded, are bat u spider webs. In 1827, the Gr&Dd 
I.<Klge or New York found it necessary to ordain, that no stranger, hall
ln¥. from any lodge _in that statAl, should .be examined by anotlier 100.. 
wtthout a Grnnd Lodge certiftcatAl; and that law baa never been ~ea. 
But, what was DeCea~&ry for the protection or the lodges of New York, 
at that time, baa become doubly so Iince, by circuDIItancea which have 
aince occurred, which C&D in no way be guarded agal118t, but b~ ~ulrlq 
Grand Lodge certiftcates. .And we are quitAl certain that if the trueil 
hearted Mason in the world were to present himself to any lodge in Con
DeCticut, without a Grand I.<Klge certiflcatAl, he would be rejected 11 a 
impostor ; ADd without such a document we would not advile an Amerlo 
C&D Kuon to go to any part of Europe, intezlding to vilit lodp, lbr Ill 
•ouW be rejectled without cerem011y. · 
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Secondly, the reputation in brotherly union, should 
be one. This ia, if anything, a more particular, a more 
extensive, and a more binding duty than the other: in 
the former instance a man may have many hindrances to 
the performance of his duty, in its strictest sense; he 
may have peculiar reMons for avoiding those kinds of 
connections which shall aid a brother's interest; he may 
belong to more peculiar societies than one, and his 
interest must in duty be divided ; it may be very ill-con
venient, and very much to his own or family's disadvan
tage, which, in many circumstances, may fauly stand in 
his justification, for not performing that apparent duty, 
of making the interest of brotherly union one, without 
some restriction. But such is the nature and obligation 
in the latter, i. e. that the reputation of a brother, in 
brotherly union, should be one, that a breach of it will 
scarce find an excuse.20 

To defame our brother, or suffer him to be defamed, 
without interesting ourselves for the preservation of his 
name and character, there is scarce the shadow of an 
excuse to be formed. Defamation is alwar.s wicked. 
Slander and evil speaking are the pests of civtl society fA 
are the disgrace of every degree of religious profession ; 
are the poisonous bane of all brotherly love. Defamation 
is never absolutely, or indeed at all necessary; for sup
pose your brother has faults, are you obliged, because 
you apeak of him, to discover them Y has he no good 
qualities Y sure all have some good ones ; make them, 
then, though ever so few, the subject of your conversa
tion, if ye must talk of him ; and if he has no good quali-

., In tact, when a penon becomes an acknowledged member of any 
IIOCiety, hia own reputation is 10 far identified with it, that it actuaJ11 
becomes a matter olself-preservation to defend the character of a fellow
member, abould it be attacked, beca.uae any thing which ia calculated to 
affect the credit of the society, will extend to every individual oonnect8d 
with it. 

• And hence Paley aaya : "speaking is acting, both in philoaophical 
atrictna, and aa to all moral purpoaea; for, if the miachief and motive 
of our conduct be the same, the means which we nae make no di1rerence. 
.A.nd this is in effect what our Saviour declares, (Matt. xii. 37). By thy 
words thou shalt be jnatified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned ; 
-by thy wol"da--ea well, that ia, aa by thy actions : the one shall be 
taken into the account aa well aa the other, for the7 both p011!8811 the 
-.me property of voluntarily producing good or evil.' 
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ties, apeak not at all of him.• IfF ca•not Amaotw Ai., 
do Mt add to kU dilgrace. Defamation will always make 
youlllelf unhappy, and often retort upon your own head. 
Sir1, ye are lrntkren-value, then, the reputation of your 
brother as you would your own ; his disgrace, especially 
in the relation of it, will always be a part of your own ; 
and if he deserves not your love and complacency, at 
least he bas a demand upon your pity and commiseration. 
Speak not evil, brethren, one of another ; he who speak
etb evil of his brother judgetb his brother, and judgment 
is not the prerogative of man.ss 

Again, lastly, in brotherly union their felicity should 
be one. A yroper attention to this duty of brotherly 
love, will cal forth all the activity of every brother in 
his own peculiar station, circumstances, and abilities, 
whether be is old or young, high or low, rich or poor. 
As all the members fitly joined, form one complete body 
in the animal world ; as all the members fitly joined in 
civil society form one body: in the political world ; as all 
the members fitly joined, form one body in the religious 

•This wise direction Is strictly oonformable with the lectures then in 
11111 ; where we find this pueage : " You are not to deCame a brother 
yOUI'IIIIlt, nor suB'er him to be del'amed by othel'll, if it be in your power 
to prevent it. You must always speak as well of him in his abaeiloe as 
in bis preaence ; and when that cannot be done with ,Pro~riety, if hill 
conduct be totally indefeusible, you are to adopt the distingu~ virtue 
of our acienoe, which is silence or secrecy. This is an art of the greatest 
value, and pecnliarly agreeable to the Deity, who aets us the llDIDple, 
by concealiDg trom mankind the mysteries of his providence. The wiaelt 
of men er.nnot penetrate into the arcana of heaveo., nor can they divine 
to-day what to-morrow will bring forth." 

• This acred principle, this earnest recommendr.tioa of forbearaaoe, 
lenity, and forgivenea~, mixes with all the writings of the apostolic._ 
There are more quotations in the Fathers, of texts which relate to thtiae 
points, than of any other. The-~ of Jesus Ohrist had atruck them. 
Polyca.rp, the disciple of St. John: eihorta his readers not to render evil 
for evil, railing for railing, striking for striking, or clll'Sing for OlU'IIing • 
.Again, apeakiilg of some whose behaviour had given great o&nce ; "·Be 
ye moderate," a.ys he, " on this occasion, and look not upon nch as ene
mies, but call tliem back aa lllft'ering and erring members, tbat ye a.ve 
your whole body." Ignatius, the champion of Polycarp, a.ya: "be -,a 
mild at their anger, humble at their boastings, to tlieir b~hemiea 
return your prayers, to their error your firmness in the faith ; wlien they 
ue cruel, be ye gentle; not endeavouring to imitate their wr.ya, let us be 
their brethren in all kindneu and moderation ; but let us be followers of 
the Lord; for who waa ever more UDjuatly used, more destitllte, or moN 
despiaecl ?" 
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world, Christ the head, and Christiana ihe memben; 10 
all the members of any society fitly joined, can only form 
that brotherly union quite complete.zt The rich add to 
the sustenance of the poor ; the poor add to the comfort• 
of the rich ; the cheerful banish the glooms from the 
melancholy; the gloomy are a seasonable check to the 
)evity of the wanton; the tears of misery sometimes melt 
the stony heart, and make it sensible of sublime and 
heavenly pity; and the smiling commiseration of the 
benevolent wipes away the tears of sorrow from the dia
treiJied.• And as often, I may say, as misery is lightened 
by receiving relief, so often is happiness in the good and 
charitable so increased, by giving relief, that with minda 
thus inclined and engaged, and with hands thus employ
ed, lift their poMeBBors to those third heavens, where 
Paul went and beard words unutteruble; where Paul 
went and felt sensations indescribable. 

My brethren, the profession of adding to the felicity of 
others, ia one of the grand and most prominent featurM 
of Masonry; suffer me here, then, particularly to advise, 
tba&t you fa&il not in the performance of that very peculiar 
part of your profession, over which the world around you 
keepe a nice, a scrutinizing eye.• Let diligence, tem· 

• It fa thought by eome of our brethren to be highly probable that 
Masonry might be introduced into Scotland about the aame time 11 
Chrlatianity, although there are no paaitivc prooli of the fact ; and the 
preaamption is rather unfavourable to the theory; for the early churchel 
were not of ato~, but mere temporary buildings of timber or wicker-' 
work. If there were any stone buildings at that period, t.hey were ez
tremely rude. aDd displayed very little knowledge of the craft. It fa 
therefore probable that IJCientiflc or Free Masonry cannot be dated muoh 
earlier than the year 1126 ; for there ia not a abadow of proof that the 
Quldeea, to whom eome attribute the introduction of Frelmluonry into 
Scotland, had any knowledge of the art. 

• In Kasonr1 the symbol of beneYolence is the colour blue, which fa 
th111 ezplained 1n oDe of our lectures. " This colour iB not only be&lltifal, 
bat alsO imperiahable ; and waa therefore adopted and worn by our 
ancient brethren of the symbolical degrees. It iB the peculiar charaetar
tatiu of an lnatitution which haa atoOO the teat of agea, aDd which iB 11 
ma~b cllatingulahed by the durability of ita materialS or principles, u bJ 
the beauty of ita aupentructure. It iB an emblem of uaivenal friendahlp 
aDd beunoleoce ; and inatructs us that in the mind of a Kaeon th011 
nrtut. ahould be as upanaive as the cerulean arch of heaven itaelf." 

•" A ~ and benevolent lite," aaya Dean Kirwau, "iB the sum and 
nbatance of religion, and the only rigbt }!reparation we can make for a 
happy 81ltt'allce into that bleaaed region where sin and eorrow, a triCe and 
cliacOld, abal1 never enter. Alld.much more uefW aDd gloriou woakl I 

1 
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perance, and sobriety be ihe /revailing habita of your 
aomeatie life ; that idleneu an extravagancy may never, 
in any instance, cause your families to lament your want 
of conjugal and parental affection. He that careth not 
for his own, and especially they of his own household, 
cannot be a :Mason ; he is worse than an infidel. 

Let strict morality, humble piety, and warm devotion, 
be the prevailing traits of your rehgiousjrofeuion ; that 
immorality, impiety, or carelessness an lukewarmneu 
in devotion, may not cause the Church to lament that 
Masonry, united to Christianity, baa lessened rather than 
increased the latter. 

Are you rich ? never let a Mason be accused of covet
oosnesa: are you poor ? never let it be said a Mason waa 
discontented : but be your eircumstancee what they may, 
always remember it 18 your duty, at least to endeavour, 
to increase the felicity of others. Masons, in particular, 
fU the elect of God, 1/wuld put on boweU oj compauion ; your 
addition of wisdom, both scientific and divine, which you 
receive in your lectures, should make you apt to teach. 
The humble condition, both of property and dreu, of 
penury and want, in which you were received into the 
Lodge," ahould make you, at all times, sensible of the 
diatreaaes of poverty, and all you can spare from the call 
of nature, and the due care of your families, should only 
remain in your possessions, as A ready sacrifice to the 
necessities of an unfortunate, a distressed brother. Let 
the diatreued cottage feel the warmth of your maaonio 
zeal; and, if po•ible, exceed even ibe unabating ardor 
of Chriatian charity.• At your approach, let the orphan 

deem it to utter eveu oue clllDIIIylll!ntence in aupport or that vital object, 
tban be the author or all the musty folioa the groaning lhelvea of polemio 
divinity ever bore. .J. ,.,., command I giw unto you, tllal plow OM 

llfiDtNW." 
17 This ia an admirable reoommendatioo ; ancl it refen to a ceremon:r 

of ncb eztreme delicacy aud beauty, that it call never be forgot.teu, 8YID 
bJ the moat uoblerYaDt ; ancl if attended to, u ita importuce dem&Ddll, 
will prodace the mOlt beneficial NUlt& 

• A.llrl the ebarity of the Brat Cbriltiane wu fenent ancl oJ~:~not.iV. 
beyollci..U. former eumple. .An adv~ givea the following cleecripo 
tion or it. "It ia incredible what ezpeditiop thef Ullll when aDJ of their 
lriencl.l are Jmown to be in trouble. ln a worcl, they' spare notbina upon 
auch an oocuion; for tbele millerable meD have no clou.bt they lfiaU be 
iliiiDDl'tal and U-.e for ever ; therefore they contemn death, aad aurrendll' 
tlaimlel'tll to ~· Moreover, th8ir 8nt lawgiver bu tM&bt ~ 
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cease to weep ; and in the sound of your voice, let the 
widow forget her sorrow. Let your amiable presence 
at home be the constant felicity of your family. Let 
the sincerity of your piety and devotion be a soBg of 
praise in the church. Let the integrity and affability 
of your conduct in the world, be the subjeet of con
versation to all those with whom you travel through 
life ; and charity and benevolence the armorial bearings 
of your masonic honors. 

Sir1, 'P.e are bretkern, and as such your interest, as near 
as possible, should be one; your reputation, without 
restriction, should be one; your felicity, without ceasing 
or restraint, should also be one. 

A word or two by way of address, and I conclude. Do 
you who are not Masons, ask the secret of MMonry ?211 

Do you ask an honest man then to break his word? this 
you cannot desire; however, this I assure you, without 
any unwarrantable discovery, that brotherly love, orna
mented with the immovable and also invaluable jewels 
of every other social and religious duty, which naturally 
spring from Faith, Hope, ana Charity, are the very im
portant and material branches of our Royal Craft f' and 

that they are all brethren, when once they have turned and renounced 
the gods of the Greeks, and worahip this Master of theirs who was cruci· 
fled, and engage to live according to his laws. They have also a aove
reign contempt for all the things of this world, and lOok upon them u 
common." (Lucian de morte pereg. tome i. J>· 565.) 

• " I do not complain of people for eeek1ng to learn even the most. 
trifling particulars of rtlJ domeat.ic economy; but.! wish to know what 
Ule}' mean to do with them when obtained. Of what l18e are the 1craps 
of 1id'ormation they collect with ao much trouble? Have they displayed 
in the p111'111lit anything more than the unreflecting ingenuity of the ape! 
Are they carble of turning their acquisitions to any wiler or more 118e
ful account But Ule parallel is closer still ; for, in nine cue out of ten, 
the proceedings of the two animals, bia'her and lower, teod to mischiet 
The same weakness of character which 1eadll people to waste their minds 
in 1uch paltry inquisitiveness, prevents them from keepin' to themaelvea 
what they may have gained. They are afllicted with an mcontinence of 
knowledge, and to such an extent, that ita acquisition would give little 
'(lleasure but for the prospect of retailing it. Hence, goadp, aoandal, 
Blander, 111'9 the uual attendants upon idle curioeity ; and an imbecility 
become& formidable, which would otherwise be only pitied or despiaed." 
(Ohamben' Journal, 1847, p. 33.) 

• And are symbolized in a lodge by the three-tG&ved ladder ; because 
Masonry is founded u~ faith in God, hope of immortality, aud charity 
to all mankind. But of theae charity is the greatest; for faith ends in 
light, hope terminate& in fruition, but charity utends beyond the grave. 
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all our secrets have in themselves no worse tendency. 
Built on and drawn from revelation as it is, it must be 
of divine original ; adorned by the beneficent actions, and 
amiable virtues of thousands of the first in rank, fortune, 
knowledge, and moral excellence ; of every language, of 
every clime, and of every age ; it must possess an inherent 
worth. As for its effects, we may truly say, it has often 
been effectual to save life and property;31 it has often 
relieved distress ; it constantly teaches the ignorant ; it 
daily wipes rivers of tears from the eye of distress; it has 
often reconciled the most jarring interests; it has often 
converted the bitterest foes into the dearest friends. 
With these recommendations, and believe me, these are 
natural tendencies, it is a secret worthy the knowledge 
and acquaintance of every one. · 

To you, my dear brethren, I advise, pursue the valu
able lecture with constancy, finnneBB, ana alacrity; each 
moving on in the Square of lovely truth, within the 
Compass point of integrfty,32 and by the rule of God's 
wora, the grand descriptive ~art of Masonry ; and, 
according to your various stat10ns, in all the rules of 
aymmetry, order, and proportion; that when your earthly 
lodge shall be dissolved, your Jewels may be safe, and 
you admitted into that more glorious lodge, where saints 
and angels shall be your brethren, and the Supreme 
Architect of the Universe your unspeakably great and 
indescribably Grand Master; which glorious end of our 

It is by the practice of theee virtues that the Muon apecta to ll.nd lb
.,_ to Him who Is the aubject of faith, the object of hope, and the etel'o 
ual fountaiu of charity. 

11 N umeroua instances may be found in the " Freemasoua' ~uarterl;y 
Review," and in the aecood volume of this series, L«tare ii., which illlll
tratAI the great muooic p~t-" Be ye kind and olwitable to all :mao
ldnd, but more parti.cularlf to a brother Muon." 

• This compu1 point 18 a profound mystery. If any one wishes to 
moralize upon that point, which Is the commencement of a line, he may 
do so either u a geometrician or a pbUCli!Opher. The Abbe Pluche says 
-" if he ~ of it 11 a J&Ometrioiau, or u a hubandmall who wlshea 
to ll.nd out the Da81Ue of hill land, he will conceive the point to be the 
~uuiug or end of meuarable ~ ; and what he says of it Is judicious, 
beCalllll! he now keeps within the limits of his vocation and knowledge. 
Bat if he attempts to give a philCli!Ophica.l defluitiou of the oompua 
point, he uo longer bows what he •11 of it ; be knows not what a point 
Ia in nature. .A.ll the deflnitioua of it lead him often to absurdities, aud 
alwaya to something iuoomprehensible. .A. point-a si~le point-11 
aaoagh to put all the echoole in the world in a oombaation.' 



laboun, and as an eternal refreshment to our immortal 
apirits, may we all enjoy, through the merits of Jeaua 
Christ our Lord; to whom with the Father, and the eter
nal Spirit of all grace and truth, be ascribed, as is moaf; 
due, eternal and everlasting praiaea. Amm and .A.~na. 

PR.A. YER. 

Eternal and Everlasting God, who, of one blood, but 
formed all the nations upon earth, who hast richly poured 
down upon all the benevolent riches of thy providential 
mercies; who, in the glorious person of thy beloved Son, 
hast paid a rich unfailing price for all the world ; to Thee, 
eternal God of love, we pray that thou wouldst give ua 
of that uniting Spirit, by which all thy perfections are 
magnified, and alf thy crea~ures are eternally benefited; 
that we in Thee, and thy eternal Son of love, our ever
lasting Redeemer, may become one united brothe,rhood 
of everlastiug truth and fidelity. Give us an united 
heart of brotherly affection towards the world in general, 
and each other in particular. May we be always unitedly 
engaged in the furtherance of each other's spiritual ana 
eternal interest, in the establishment of each other'a 
reputation, and in the increase of each other's preaent 
and future felicity. 

With all the wisdom which thou shalt give us, for it 
is thou alone who ~vest all we enjoy, give us the diligence 
of exertion to diftuse it amongst those minds that are 
still, than ourselves, more unlearned; and may we !Ill, 
from the wisest to the most ignorant, excel in that wis
dom which cometh from above, which is pure, simple, 
without partiality, full of good works. Yes ! Lord! give 
us that wisdom which is above all wisdom, t/r,e knO'IDlttlge 
rf T~ tk trw God, and JeBU~ Chrilt wkom thou luut lent. 

With all the riches which thou shalt give any of us to 
poeseea, give us, we also pray Thee, the true estimation 
of those riches ; give us to know that they come from 
Thee to us, to be dispensed abroad to others ; that those 
whom thou hast bleued with riches, thou hast also ap
pointed only as the stewards of thy treasures; to dispose 
of them to others of thy needy creatures. And may our 
ears, our hearts, our banda, be open to feed tbe hupgry, 
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to clothe the naked, to give medicine to the sick, amd 
comfort to the distreased. • 

lmpresa thy sacred Word upon every heart, that above 
and before all things, we may all possess that true riches, 
which in value is superior to the most i.llesttmable jewel, 
even the riches of thy eternal and everlasting favour ; 
which, when all the worldly riches shall take to them
selves wings and flee away, may give us an eternal in
heritance amongst them that are justified. And that 
when we have done with all the trifling concerns of this 
frail perishable state, when the transitory busineBB of this 
abort day of human existence shall have pused its fleet
ing course, and the Great Architect of the Universe shall 
command us to close the lodge of human labour, may we 
all be admitted into that great and general assembly of 
the true and faithful, where Faith shall be truly realized, 
Hope universally confirmed, and Love shall be the grand, 
the prevailing passion of every assembled bosom. 

To this great end, the salvation of our immortal souls, 
bless, we pray Thee, heavenly Father, all the dispensa
tions of thy providence, whether prosperous or aftlictive; 
blesa all the social meetings of all the socitiea in the 
world, and above aU, the present opportunity of this 
momentary adoration at the footstool ofthine all-gracious 
throne. May the feeble efforts of thine unworthy ser
vant be blessed to every heart, and thy name be everlast
ingly the glory of every masonic meeting, throuah Jetu 
Cbriat the mediator for all. Amea and Anaaa. 
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SERMON II. 

TH.E MA.SONIO OBUG.A.TIONB. 

PB.BA.CBBD A.T WEST IIA.LLING, :MAY 19, 1794, A.T TH8 

ANNIVBBSARY PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE POR TBB 

COUNTY OP KENT. 

"Low tJu Bratlwrlwod: Fer God: Honour tJu Kiftg." 
1 PIITIIB U., parl of the 17th TerM. 

MBTHINKs, when I look round upon this audience, 
though so respectable both in number and appearance, I 
cannot but fancy, that I see a variety of very clliferent 
kinds of hearers. There are, methinks, first the brother
hood; who, professing our Royal Order, which I shall 
not scruple to style a very amiable sister of religion, are 
come, I hope, more with a pious wish to hear the humane 
and moral principles of their profession enforced, than 
with any curiosity of hearing a novel preacher. They, 
however, will find, whatever they before expected, that, 
by the choice of my text, they are to be treated, more 
with very plain dealing, and salutary exhortation, than 
with novelty of sentiment, or refined compoaition.1 

Others there are, who, perhaps, because they are not 
acquainted with the secret of our Order, may be a little 

I On such occuiona as the above, the uninitiated part or the congre
gation attend under the expectation that they may be enlightened oa 
10me pointa where doubts h&ve previolllly existed in their minds. .A.ud 
it Ia eeldom that they retire w1th their wishes altogether ungratified. 
But llti11 they willloee the eanoe ot the d!BOOune. The delica.tA! a.llu
liona to Freemasonry oa.unot have been rightly understood or duly ap
preciated. These aermoos are chiefly remarkable tor the mr.nuity with 
which malOnic truths have been introduced, ao as to make 1t impoasible 
tor a.n uninitiated person to detect the passage~ where they are embodied. 
They contain a tiii8Ue ot moral aphorisms extracted from the lecturea of 
MuODl'};, aod lntA!rwoven with suCh art u to be invaluable to the curioua 
aDd 1Eldn0111 brother. 
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prepared for evil surmise, for ridicule, and for slander. 
Now I do not positively condemn any one upon this point; 
I only say, from that too general experience of finding 
many in the world ready to despise, merely because they 
do not understand, that, perhaps, in so numerous a con
gregation, there may be some such. H the~ are, then, 
any such here, I hope, at least for their own sakes, that 
they will feel themselves totally mistaken in their ideas 
of us, when I tell them, from this sacred place-where I 
should, without diffidence, think it is impoBBible for the 
most daring to dare to tell a falsehood-that, had I 
searched all the records of Holy Writ, together with. all 
the records of Masonry, from the beginning of the works 
of that Great Architect, who built the univene, to 
the present day, I could not have ·fixed upon three 
admonitions to enforce, more congenial, both to the 
spirit and practice of .Masonry, than those, of which our 
text is composed ; therefore, we deny the merit of evil 
surmise, of Blander, and of ridicule.• 

• A.Dd theae are tlle We&JIODII which are 118t18lly brought to bear apiDit 
ua by thoae who are willtng to condemn what ther do not nnderitand. 
Hear what the vai~lorioua Major Allyn says of the institution: "The 
origin of the iDstitntion is euily traced to tlie rnde ages of the world ; 
to a body of mechanics, or oorporation or operative worlrmen, who 
formed signs &Del replations, the more easily to carry on their work, 
and to protect their ~r. The very obligations aoleinnly tendered to 
fiVery member, carry the strongest internal evidence of the semi-barbarity 
that prevailed at tJie time of the iuatitntion of the Order. In the ooU1'1!8 
of time, 88 society increased, and knowled~e became more ~· it 
spread, and, embracing in ita graap other objectll than at first, 1t eorolled 
in ita ranb men of tile first respectability in wealth, talents, and worth. 
But that there is anything intrinsically valuable in the signs, symbols, or 
words of Masonry, no man of lle1llll will contend. That there fa a hidden 
IBCI'et which operates 88 a talismanic charm on ita poa!68110rB, every man 
of intelligene&-Maaon or no Maaon-muat candidly acknowledge. It is 
worae than,idlenel!ll for the defenders of the Order at the pmlt!llt day, to 
entrench themaelvea behind their outward show-the semblance before 
the worlcl-6nd to say they are in posae~~~~ion of superior knowledge. 
We," {the adversaries of Maaonry) the Major goes on to say;, "pretend 
not to act under a cover. We afuill tell tlie truth, the whole truth, and 
DothiDg but the truth. Masonry, it is true, h88long been ea.logized in 
BOJ1811 ; it has formed the burden of the poet's theme, and been the subject 
or the orator's performances. Fancy has been almost exhausted in 
bJinging out new Bowers to deck the fairy queen ; but, when we come 
behfud the ecenea, what is the picture we behold? Are we to rest satis
fied with the ip• dizit of others, or examine the truth for omselvea !" 
(Ritual, p. iJ:.) I answer, examine, by all me&ll8; and the reaalt of all 
eumination Will be that magna at Yeritallt prlltXJlebit. 



A third elMS of bearers, which we exlleet to find upon 
theae occasions, are the curious and the JDquisitive. They 
have heard of the eecrecy of Masonry ; and though the 
secret has, through all ages, remained undiscovered, yet 
atill, a hope remains, that something may, at this time, 
be advanced, leading to a discovery. My curious friends, 
you are disappointed; and, I assure you, you are still 
likely to be disappointed. For, my friends, if we ar~ 
Masons, ru we profess ourselves, our conduct is guided 
by holy and divine admonition; and we are neither 
slanderers, tale-bearers, nor, in any instance, and especi
ally in that which respects our own Order, can we pos
sibly be, revealers of secrets. You must, therefore, my 
friends, at least on my part, remain contented with that 
portion of knowledge you already !lossess, concerning 
ue and our Order, till you acquire It by those lawful 
meana which are established in the Royal Order, and 
sent down to us from Hiram, from Solomon,• and from 
all those Royal Ancients, and virtuous characters, at 
this time too numerous to mention, with which this 
aame communion has, in all ages, been ornamented. 

Thus far, however, as a man, a Mason, and a Christian 
min\ster, I am commiuioned to reveal, and always ready 
to aseert, that in all the depths of that secrecy by which 
we, in full, or in local union, distinguish ourselves from 
the rest of the world, there is so far from being any: 
thing inconsistent to the sentiments and practice of 
our text, that, aa a peculiar family or people, the ~ OJ 
tM brotherlwod, as candidates for eternity, the fear of 
God, and, as citizens of an earthly kingdom and nation, 
the houor of the king, are three of OUT brig/llal, jeuJtl6; 
three tf ovr ric/aut ornament~; thr~ of OUT fo6t and molt 
unWeraoUy prevailing princi:p/a. 

That they were not all Israelitee, who called them-

• "The old cotllltitutioDI aver," •ya .A.nde!'IIOII, "that aome short time 
betore the conaecration ot the Temple, KiDg Hiram came &om Tyre to 
take a new ot that might)' ediftoe, and to iaapect the di6rent part. 
thereof, in which be wu acoompanied by King s-olomon and the DeJlut)' 
Grauel. Muter Hiram .A.biit'; and after hia new thereof declared the 
Temple to be the utmoet stretch or human art. Solomon here again 
renewed the l~e with Hiram, and made him a present ot the Hol7 
:U.w translated mto the Spiac tongue, which, it ia ~d. ia still extant 
arnoug the Maronitel and other Eutern Ohristiana, nncJar the name of the 
old Byriac version." 
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eelvea of Iarael, was an apostolieal reproof to aomt 
wicked Jews; that they are not all Chriatiana who bear 
the name of Christ, is, I believe all will confe•, a daily 
cause for Christian lamentation. :r. it any wonder, then, 
my friends, or ia it any true stigma upon Masonry, that 
you may sometimes have known some Muons, who, 
like J ewa and Christians, abusing a good profeaaioo, 
neither love the brotherhood, fear God, nor honour the 
kingj Methinks there cannot be a mind in thia congre
gation, either ignorant or illiberal enough to give, at 
leaat immediately, and without aome reflection, an 
affirmative decision, upon this question.• And, if you 
do consider before you answer, I am sore you mo.at haTe 
the liberality to confesa, that the ill conduct of one, of 
teo, or of an hundred individuals, can be no true oauH 
of stigma, upon any profeaaion or community. For 
instance, shall the profession of phyaic be diacarded and 
deapiaed, beoaose an ignorant or oareleu practitio:raer 
poisons instead of cures hia patient. 't Sh&ll that 1:1• 
cellent code of laws of our constitution be condemned, 
wholly condemned aa unconstitutional, becauae there 
are rapacious barristers, and petty-fogging attorneys Y 
Again, shall the church be styled a brothel, and a nuraery 
of covetouaneu and idleneaa, because there are aome 
clergymen who are unholy, unclerieal, covetous, and 
'laacivious 't Shall the gospel, in all ita spirit of hoJineu, 
be styled a deception and prieatcraft, oecauae many of 
ita members are hypocrites, enthusi&ats and deceiven 't 
Surely, no! Surely you all have a better judpent. 
And Bhall, then, Masonry be condemned, deapiaed, a:rad 

•It il a groat pit;y that it ahoald be 10 ; aud If more clmurwpeotiOil 
wwe 1IIJed in tJie adm.ilmon ot caudld&tel the evil would be a'foldecJ. 
Dalcho baa an excellent. ;practical obeenat.ion on tbe au.bject, which oau
DOt be too freqMDtly 1111~ OD the Fraternity, lie -.,. : "the 
cbaracter of an applicant 11 to be held II&CI"8d by t&e Oratt, aDd tmB 
aboald he be deem8a nnflt tor admitW.Oce, the knowledge of hll nnetue. 
il to be hid from all bat Muo01. You. are to make a IOI'Qpu.loaa iD...U. 
ptlon into hia character, and to reject him without helitation If fou.IMI 
unworthy. Thla is a aoleDID du.ty we owe to the Oraft; bu.t it Ia allo a 
daty we owe to the appHcant, to let the lmowled~ ot it reat with 0111'-
1181ve~. Nothing 0&11 justify yoar injariug him m the:illlon of the 
world, or in holding hlm U)) to aociety M a mark tor ion to nft 
upoa. Then are many traits in a man'• oharacter w JD&y .a.. 
llia ult for oar aooiety, which do -* detract ttom W. OOIMIUo& u a 
good oitian. 

' 
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ridiculed, beeauae some, professing themeelves Masone, 
have practised a conduct unworthy their high calling and 
profeeaion Y6 Surely, no! Rather let the Order remain 
aa it ought to remain, unimpeached, and every defective 
member, either hi~h or low, either rich or poor, as of 
every other professiOn, order, and community, take much 
ahame to himself, as being, by his ill conduct, guilty of a 
threefold evil, i. e., that of disgracing himself, bringing 
dishonour upon the profession or community of which 
he is so unworthy a member, and of hindering its profit
able progreu in the world.' And you, brethren, with
out imagining that I suspect you to be other than, u 
brothen, I would·wish you, or as Masonry, properly 
atudied and practised, must undoubtedly make you, 
suffer the word of exhortation which is contained in our 
text, and which ia so congenial to the spirit and practice 
of our excellent Order.' 

I begin with the fint admonition: "«me tM 1notherlwod." 
And here truly I may say to you, as Moses said to the 

1 Tbe laws of Muonry are rather atringent on thia poiDt; and fl'O'ride 
that no penon aball be admitted without a regular propoeition 1n OpeD 
Lodge, at leut one month before hia initiation, that every brother m&J 
have an opportunity of enqairing into his character, to determine whetbeir 
he be a proper person to be Bdmitted into the aociety. .And if thla 
provillon were strictly adhered to, we lhould have I• occuion to com
plain of the miacooduct of aome of our members. 

• It Ia a diatlnct law of M11110nl')' that if the brethren holding a war
rant for a lodge render themselves unworthy of longer })Cliiii!!IJing it, the 
Grand Kuter may, after the Grand Lodge shall have decided on that 
tact, trallaJ'er auch warrant to other brethren, whom he may think delarv· 
llllf, with a new number, at the bottom of the lodges then on record. 
--, .. It Ia a remark," •11 the author of .. stra, Leave&," (p. 162\ 
"frequentlY' buarded about Muonry, aometimea 1a a friendl.7 and at 
otherlln a hoetile 1plrit, that the body, a a botly, efl'ecta notluog; tba* 
Ita iDflaenoe il unfelt.-u1118811 ; that in a social, civil, and eomiDercial 
111111, it il • nonentity. II the aocoaatloa true or r.lae f Of the DOJDIIo 
ricalltrengtll of the aociety of FreemUODS in thia conntry they onli can 
form ajustidea who have acceaa to ita reoorda. In tact, the traoqlilllity 
ot t.be Order, the regularity of all ita movement., the eue and «Juietlldi 
with which lt ia 1'8R'111ated, veil from the many ita hidden atrengtll. Bot 
may aot lnaotio11 "be carried too far f May not qui81108Dee p.. iato 
iDdilllrenoe f And the acoaaation of beinJ a ll.othful 118rV&Dt, • who 
buried hfa talellt in a napkiD,' apply collectively u well u aiqly ?
to Bodiea and A.aociatiODI, U well U to diltiact &Del l.aolated Uidift. 
duala f" I think ~ may. And it Ia owing to the pran.lenoe of thfa 
ophliOD that the " FreemiiODI' Quarterly Review" hU contributed 10 
mach to tbe proaj*'ity of the Order, and baa become tlle aolmowledpl 
..- ot tbe Graft iD 8Vfll"J qu.rWr of the globe. 
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discordant Israelites in Egypt, "SiT1, ye Are lwetll:ren," 
brethren in the most extensive sense of the word. All 
men, it is true, we may say, are brethren by creation; aa 
he who made the world, of one blood made he all the 
nations upon the earth. All men also are brethren by 
redemption; be who is the author of nature and the great 
restorer of fallen nature, toned death for eoery man, and will 
in his own times and seasons bring back all things to him
self; for as the poet says, all things were made for him, 
and nothing can be lost. So far all are brethren. But xe 
have still farther obligations. Obligations voluntanly 
entered into, when your minds were at full maturity to 
consider; when they bad full liberty to have refused : yea, 
ye may be said, with a full maturity of understanding, to 
have given yourselves wholly to the brethren, and that 
with the most serious asseverations of constancy and 
fraternal affection.• If, therefore, you are convicted of 
failing in the performance of so sacred and so deliberately 
engaged obligations, in what instance, I beseech you, 
shall we possibly hope to find you faithful in the perform
ance of any promise! 

Having thua briefly remarked under what additional 
obligations we, as Masons, are brethren, permit me faith• 
full,Y to enforce the obligated duty of brotherly love, and 
wh1ch, for brevity's sake, we will obsene, consists, first, 
in gentle reproof in error; secondly, kind instruction and 
advice in ignorance and difficu 1 ties; and, thirdly, in tender 
commiseration and relief in sorrow and diatreaa. Firat, 
brotherlllove consists in ~entle reproof in error; nor is 
St. Paul s benevolent defimtion of Love, "in tAa/, it kopttl& 
all tni11g1," any kind of check to this particular exerciae 
of brotherly love. For should love be exercised to all 
the extent of the sense which we might put upon this 
expression, we must be so totally blind to eacli other's 
errors that one great duty, both of Christiai!!I. and of 
Muonry, i. e. reproof, would never be exerc' • And 

• Oar trauatlaotic brethren giw tbil explanation of the term brother: 
" FreemuoDI are brethren, not only by common partici~on of the 
hamr.n uature, but aa profeaaing the ar.me fa.itb, aa being jo1atly enpgel 
in the same labours, t.Dd aa being united by a mutual coveoaot, or tie, 
whence the] are all ao emphatically called brethren of the myatic tie." 

• It ie rrequeotly objected by the opponent. or .M:aaoory that tbfl 
perfect brotherly love doea notalwa:Jimbllat r.mooget the fraternity, ud 
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10 far would it be from being right to exercise IUcA a~ 
()( love, that, ultimately, it would be attended with the 
greatest mischief. God, even God, whose name aDd 
nature ie Love, correcteth, reproveth, and chaatiseth thoae 
who are in error. The good parent, however indulgent, 
eorrecteth and reproveth the faulty child. And it it 
a atrong cement to friendship, to give and to receive 
reproo£ It is the manner and diaposition with whieb 
reproof is givt1t., which gives its essence, or takes away ita 
excellency. The propriety of thedutyia established by di
vine and apoatolical authoritY', the manner of ita perform
auce muat in some measure del?end upon circumatancea, 
and should at all times be gutded by the spirit of our 
rali~on, from which we may confidently ~ay, Maeonry 
denvea moat, if not all, its precepts. In thia, therefore, 
l briefly advise, let love be without partiality; be not 
always blind to the erron of your brother, lest he ain the 
.tn unto death. And let your zeal be without rancour 
cmd fury; let not the precious balm of ealutary rerroof 
break the head of him you would wish to reelaim.1 

Again, brotherlJ love eonsilts in the kind instruction 
()f thy brother, when he is in ignorance and difticultiea. 
All have not abilitiee alike; all have not equal privilege 
of education; nor will all ever exerciae an equal diligence. 
Let, therefore, the wise kindly instruct the ignorant. A 
di•,Penion of knowledge will, at all times, heighten the 
fehoity of knowing, nor ia there an inatance in which we 
oan more particularly experience the truth of that 1118r-

tbt dispute. and guarrels are u prevalent in the lodge u in other publio 
~~~~ of meo. This fact cannot be denilld. ·F~ doe~ not 
JJ!O._ to chAIII8 our uature. Separate iotereeta, and even a difftlreooe 
ot oploloa, wilf frequeatl7 produce aome degree of oonteDtioD. Ohrlatl
,.aitJ hu failed to prevent auch ocoarreocce. How, theD, oao !luoDl'J' 
be ~ted to aooomplish that which our hol7 religion ftnda impractio. 
able? And it Ia ror this reuon that Maaonry, u well u OhrlatiaoitJ, 
0111talaa a a,.tem of puniahrnellta u well u rewards. 

• The BoUd of Geilerel Purpoetll hu authority to hMr and determiDI 
all aubjecte of muooio complaint or irregularity, respecting lodgee or io
clivtdu&l Muonl, when regularly brought before it, &nd geoerally to tab 
~ of all matter~ relating tA> the oraft.. It may proeeild to lUI-eon, admoDition, or flne, aooordiug to the I& WI of the IOCiltJ ; aDd ita 

on lhall be fiaal, unit. an appeal be made to the GraDd Lodp. 
lhoold lllf - be of ao fla«railt a uatare u to require the eruue 

of a loclle or the expulaioa of a "brother, the Board shall make a special 
ltpCII't tMreon to the Grand Lodge, with whtoh b~l alone the power of 
....... .... u:pallioa NlldeL (Oonltitutiom of .II&IODI'1· m loc.) 
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tion, "that it is more bleased to give than to receive," 
than in this of teaching the ignorant, and improving the 
underatanding and abilities of our fellow-creatures. But 
let not your advice be as stripes, or your instructions as 
goads; let brotherly kindness clothe your words, and let 
not the administration of advice and instruction even 
taste of the poison of bitterness and severity. 

Again, brotherly love consists of tender commiseration 
and relief, in sorrow and distress. Here, the eye, the ear f 
the heart, the hand, are all employed. The eye sees the 
wound, and drops the piteous tear; that is the true 
luxury of a tear, when we weep with those who weep. 
The ear hears the melancholy sighs of grief, and tlie 
bosom heaves with the reciprocal sighs of love. The 
heart participates the silent groan, and melts into soft 
eompaasion. From the abundance of the heart, the hand 
is guided to act, as well as the mouth is taught to apeak; 
and while the soft word of commiserating pity soothea 
the despairing soul of the afflicted, the benevolent band 
of eomp888ionate relief is liberally atretched out, to 
relieve toe sorrows of penury and distress.u My friendl 
and brethren, prove yourselves men, by the exereiae of 
humanity; prove yourselves Christiana, in thia bright. 
imitation of your compassionate Master: Yea, pro'Ve 
yourselves Maaons, in the best sense of M880Dry, the 
sister of the religion of the Gospel, by the eonatant 
uercise of thia exalted ~rinc~ple of humanity; thit 
apiritual trait of Christianity; tliia highly finished jeuJIJl 
of .Masonry, brotAerly ltM. 

We pua, my frienda, hastily on, to our second admoni-

u "The great demand for mercy which there is in the world, w oo
euioned by the ecarcity of joatice. The laboora ot love would Uttle b. 
wanted, if the debta of joatice were everywhere paid. It is the diahon
eaty of the man7 that creates the great imp<irtance of the kmcme. that; 
ill tD:bibited by the few. Doring the darkn8BB of the night we are gild 
of tbat ailver sister to the daJ, whose light, when the eun is in the he&veD~o 
we do not want. Of what do the acta of charity, for the moat pan. 
CODiiat, bot counterworb to the ocn.tiona of injoatioe-bot attempt. to 
rep&lr those breaches in human ppin• whiCh that enem7 to ft hu 
mid&-to gpel the poiaon that scorpion bu inluaed! The oBlce~ ol 
brotherlyldndn8118 include little more t.h&n interpoaitiona to ahield mankincl 
from the blows ot man ; to protect opprelised innocence ; to deJend 
injlll'8d fame ; to wipe the te&ra which crUelt7 bu caoaed to !ow; to. 
Ndre8 tile variooa wrongs which the unrighteoaa have heaped upoo ta. 
beadr of manldod." (Fawcett's Sermons, Tol. t., p. 832.) 
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tion,fear God. Do any aak, as a preliminary to their 
intended entrance into our Royal Order, whether it 
contains anything inconsistent with religion, or the 
euence of religion-the fear of God? I answer without 
heaitatioo, upon the credit of this sacred place, where 
God dwelleth; no! Yet, that all who profess Masonry 
are not reli$ious, is as truly to be lamented, as that all 
are not Chnstiaos, who bear the name of Christ, and the 
profession of Christianity. But Maeoury itself, in all ita 
aentimeots; ceremonies, and profession, bears every 
characteristic of Him who buift the universe, lighted, 
warmed, and ornamented this world, with all those orba 
of light and heat, which beautify the canopy of heaven, 
and who, without labour, perfected the whole.12 By the 

u Throsghout the whole of theae eermooa it will be fomad tbt the 
ICience or Freemasonry is blended with Chriitianity. That Freemuoory, 
in the abstract, is not a system or religion, is an evident fact which no in
telligent Muon will attempt to deny. Bot Bro. Inwood had studied 
Freemasonry only tlaroagli ita lectUleS ; and, at fJie period when he 
flourished, the1 contained such unequivocal marks of an identity witll 
oar holy religion, that he took it for pnted that Freemasonry wu a 
Christian inatitation ; and I bolieve nmety-nine out of every hundred 
ll.810111, then living, were of the aame opinion. Indeed, how wu it poe
llble to entertain a difterent belief when auch puagea u thele were con
t.hwally riJising in the ears or the brethren from the chair or tlae lodge' 
At the very first entrance or a candidate, &c., " To wbat do * * * * 
refer! To a certain text in scripture, which says, Ask and ye shall 
have, Mk and ye shall find, knock and it shall be opened unto you." 
(.Matt. 'Vii. '7). Again," This is the tlaird and grand reuou why all 
Ohristian churches, cha'Ptlls, and regularly constituted lodges, are placed 
due 88lt and west."-'' lrow do you hope to attain the spangled canopy 
ot heaYen ! By the help of the three theological virtues, depicted in a 
lluo111' lodge by a ladder. What are thoae Yiriuee ! Faith, Hope, 
IIDCl Charity." (1 Cor. xiii.) Once more. "Faith is the evidence or 
thiDp uot aeen, the aubstance of things hoped for." (Heb. zi.l.) "To 
whom are our I~ dedicated ! To ~t. J' ohn the Baptist. Why to 
him! He being the forerunner of our Saviour, preached repentance, 
and drew the flrlit line of the gospel. Had St. J obn the Baptist any 
~ f Be had-St. John the t£vangelist. Whf is he egual to tlie 
Baptist! Becaaae, coming after the former, he finished by his learning 
what the other began by hie .. t." ' "Why do three role a lodge! ID 
alla~ioa to the Trilii9, there being three ~rsona in the Godhead. Why 
do five rule a lodge! In aD01ion to the birth, life, death, l'elllJTeCtion, 
and aacenaion or our Saviour Jesus Christ." And then followed a con
cile uplanation or each of these prominent events ill the career or the 
Redeemer, ending with these words :-" for he saith, in my Father'• 
hoaae are many mansions ; if it were not so I would haft told fOU. I 
go to prepare a place for you; and I will oome again and rece1ve yoa 
ut.o myallr, that where I am, there ye may be alaO." (John xiY. 2, 8). 
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ICienee of Ma10nry, we are guided to study the order, 
beauty, regularity, and usefulness of all the mi~hty 
worka in nature ; and, by ita precepta and admonitions, 
we are led from nature up to nature's God. Yea, my 
friends, Masonry leads us from the beautiful buildinl{ of 
the universe up to ita Almighty Architect ; and bmdl 
sn, in the most sacred obligations, to fear him, who can 
build, and who can destroy, who can raise, and who can 
f.Ull down. Yet, not to fear with that slavish fear, u 
1f he delighted to destroy; but to fear with that filial 
awe and reverence which becometh those who fear him 
who hath built on purpose to endure ; and who, though 
on account of. the destruction with which Satan bath 
injured his worka, must change them, yet will again 
make all things new, will again make all beings hap-
py.t• . 

Fear him, then, with a filial fear, better expreued by 
that better word love, who, though the building hath 
been injured by the defection of sin, will ~ore and 
ornament it with all its original order, regularity, beauty, 

Theee particulars, indell811dent of the numerous t)'ll8!l of Chriat witla 
which tDe lectures or :Masonry are impregnated, woiild be sufllcient to 
pernade every brother that Freemasonry and Obristianity were linked 
1ogetl1er in an indiaaoluble bond ; and so strongly marked that DO diftl'o 
litv or opinion on the subject might exist amoogst the frateroit)'. 

Ia With such illustratioos before os, how absurd the argument appeu"ll 
which we see renewed by the opponents of Masonry, altho~h iefutecl 
over and over again, that MasOnry is a system or deism. It bu been 
decried by the Romish Popes, by the deists Paine and Carlile ; it Ia 
still vituperated by the Roman Catholic Bishope, by the W e11eJm 
Methodists, and by a prelate and many hackney writers of our OW11 
Prota!taot church, botli evaoll8lical and tractarian. How can thil be? 
Let the ~tors reply. by some we are aceu.eed of introducing 
Christiaoi~ into the Order ; others condemn U&-&od take great P&l• 
to prove-that it contaios no Christianity. Herod and Pontius Pilate 
-Caiapbu and Judas .Iscariot-bitter enemies in every other respect. 
cordially unite in decrying an institution which ~ more evfdeo\ 
charsct.9ristica or every moral and social virtue than all of them pU 
together. Envy is the caaae of it all. We have more virtue, men 
mOrality, more beoevoleoee, and more of the practical fruits of relfrioa, 
u a body, than is displayed by any other exclusive IOCiety in exiateoce i 
and, hence we are hated, and penecated, and sub~ to all manner « 
vituperation. .A.od all this time our def'amera, like the mole, are grub
bing in the dark, amidst mire and filth, beiog perf'ectly and profoUDdiJ 
tpc)raot OD the subject or their lucabratiooa 8ee the ""Tablet," a 
&mao Catholic J ouinal. ; the " Republican," of Carlile ; the " <JhrUo 
tiao Bemembraooer," an Evaoplioal Prot.eltut llllpliDe ; ud U. 
.. Ji:Dglilb Oluu'cllmi.D," PwJit.. 



exoellenoy, aud uaefulnea ; who will again adom it with 
all ite former beauty ; who will cleanse all ita defiled 
veaaela ; who will make it a beautiful temple for his own 
everlasting residence; who will manifest himself in all 
his glory, to all ita inhabitants; and who will write 
upon ita doors and door-posts, upon ita windows and 
window-frames, upon ita porchea and pillara, Holineaa 
to the Lord, felicity to all ita innumerable inhabitants, 
ud no admiaaion, no, no admission to pain or aorrow, or 
misery, or death. My friends at large, and brethren in 
Kaaonry, fear God, that great architect, who builds, and 
no one can wholly destroy ; and who will hereafter 
beautify, and no one shall be able to spoil. 

With our third admonition, konou.r the king, we shall 
now buteo to conclude our subject. I am very sensible 
that it is the opinion of many, that a {lolitical subject is 
by no means a proper subject for pulpit disquisition, and 
eapeciall7 is this o'6servation made by those with whom 
our sentiments may happen to clash. The force of this 
obse"ation, I am ready at certain times, and in particu
lar circumstances, fully to admit; but, my friends, in the 
preaent day, when the consuming flames of a political 
furor have bad, in ao neighbouring a nation aa that of 
France, that deatructive tendency to pull down, or uni
versally pollute, the temples of God, and all their holy 
things ;1• to kill, banish or expose to the miserable 
ueceaity of living upon the charity of our nation, the 
prieate of the temple ; in the present day, when it is a 
proof of patriotism to blupheme God and his religion, 
and to substitute for adoration a licentious liberty, and 
the decreet of tyrants; when it is thought consiaten* 
with the rights of man to deny the existence of God, 
and the sovereignty of all his attributes ; and to substi
tute in the steail, a ridiculous equality, totally inconsist
ent with the present imperfect state of man ; when it 

M Dr. l'rukliD hu wittily 8XpOIIId all 111oh p11l11lltl, in hie fable of 
tM B~ Fl;r, which he mr.k• to reuon tllu :-"It wu the opfD. 
loD ol muy learDed philoeophera of the race of fli-. who lim 1o11d 
lourialsed loag before my time, that this '9Ut world which we occupy 
•nuot abalat more than eighteen boars. I have liYed aeven of theae 
lloan ; a great age, no I• than foar bandred and twont;r minata of 
time. How vvy few of aa continue 10 loog I I haft eeen ~aeratiODI 
boru, floariah, and ezpire. Ky preiiiDt frieudl ue tile cliildreD IDII 
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i1 the united effects of religion and patriotism to lay 
aside all the ideas of subordination upon which the bap-
pineBB of man, both in a civil and religious sense, so much 
aepended: and to substitute rapine, plunder, murder ; I 
say, when a political furor has produced such horrid 
eJfects as these, so near us, and even among us, the 
beginning of such things have made, daily make, and in 
a very recent instance have particularly made so alarm
ing an appearance; surely, then, politice become even a 
necessary part of our rehgion.16 And in such a general 
defection from every thing which ia consistent with true 
religion and patriotism, were we, whom God has ap
pointed the guides of your religious exercises, wholly to 
hold our peace, we m1ght expect that the atones would 
cry out against either our insensibility or our disaffec
tion.18 Ah ! my beloved brethren, let us recollect, that 
no where, in that wretched country, could a body of 
Masone meet in the manner we are met ; first to pay, 
without fear or distraction, oU:r humble and devout 

~children of the friends of my youth, who are now, a1aa I no more • 
iDd I must soon follow them ; for liy the course of nature, though still 
in health, I cannot expect to live above aeven or eight minute& longer. 
What. now availa all my toil and labour in IIIDUiiD' houey dew on this 
leaf, which I cannot liTe to eujoy 1 What. the polit1cal at.rngglee I have 
betm ~ in for the good of my compatriot inhabitanta of the bush ; 
or my pldfoaophical studies for the beoeflt oC our race in general, which, 
in a coarae of minute&, will come to its end, and be buried in nai.venal 
min f" 

11 Politic:a are not allowed to be introduced in a lodp under certain 
preacribed penaltiel; but those who are old enough to remember the ex· 

. cit.ement of the times when t.heae aermona were written, will not be IJII1'o 
priled at the a~ expl'l!lliou of political feeling whica occuionallf 
occur, and which, 1n the present more reft.ned age, would ecarcely be 
tolerated in a grave diacolll'll8. 

11 " It appears," B&.fl a contemporary writer, " ficm e"fidence uot to be 
doubted, that there was, and is, a gr&Dd COIIIpiracy formed, and mll 
canying_ on, for elfecting a revolution, if pcaible, more tremeDdoua tbau 
that of France ; leading to more uDiTeraal plunder ; to more indilcrimi· 
ut.e Dllliiii&Cl8, to a more open and profligate rejection of all reUgioD. 
Keu who know nothing at all about the nature of goverlliii8Dt, are eqilall7 
penuadecl that it il altogether a farce or an imposture ; that men ll'ri.ng 
togetller on the llll'face of the CKth, have nothfilg to do but to ahare the 
lazid equDll7 among tbemaelvea ; tbU equal comfort, equal corn, and 
wine, &lid oil, and meat, and clothing, anif raiment, will come, u it were 
of oonrae ; that lite will raD away in a fleuant idleoe. ; and there will. 
be nothing to dNid from want or pam, from violeuce or fraud, from 
IIOCicieat or diiMia." 
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addreuea to our Right, our everlasting Right Worship
ful Master above; and after that, in peaceful, social con
verse, to eat our bread with cheerfufness, and drink our 
wine with innocent mirth. And shall it, then, be thought 
an impertinent intrusion in this devout exercise, to add to 
brotherly love and the fear of God, the necessary admoni
tion we are now enforcing, "Honour the king?" Surely, 
no ! Of you I hope better thin$8 ! things wise for your-

- selves, wise for your families, w1se for your friends, wile 
for all your fellow-citizens.11 You, my beloved brethren, 
all, methinks, will gladly suffer the exhortation, honour 
him, who, with all his power, so fully preserves to ua 
the enjoyment of the present pleasant privilege, with 
ten thousand more, which time permits us not to mention. 
Honour him, whose eldest son 18, in the present day, the 
first great ornament of your community ; and who, with 
his other brothers, brethren of our royal Order, is a zeal
ous assistant in the {'reservation of all your happiest 
privileges. Honour h1m who, in union with the Lords 
and Commons of the nation, forms such a constitution, 
as, with all its excellencies, is not to be found in all the 
world besides.ll Honour him who, in his civil capacity, • 

17 The addresa of the DIIUIODiC fraternity to hia :Majesty George llL, 011 
his providential escape from the atrocio01 at~yt at 8811111Bination, wu, 
u the Earl of Moira stated in the Grand Lodge, the best aDBwer that 
conld be given to those who contended that Maaonry wu a league against 
CODBtituted authorities ; an imputation the more aecurely to be made, 

' because at that period there eXisted no organ of the craft in which a 
reply might be uui.de public. The noble Earl, however, publicly contended 
that it il the invaluable distinction or this ~ country that mch a jut 
ADd 11ll1'6ltrained intercounle of opinions eDt, u will not permit ADJ' 
number of men to frequeot aD! dangerous or dilgniaed society; ADd that 
it is impo!Bible that 1o117 profliga~ doctrines could be tolerated for a 
moment in a llldge meetiug under regular authority; because its found&
tion-stone fa-FJWt GoD, BoNOUB 'l'IDII Kixo. 

II The following addresa wu issued at the above period lty the Graud 
Lodge of Ireland. "The GraDd Lodge of Ireland, u tie OOilltituted ADthOfo 
ity aDd guardi8lll of the craft, deem it incumbeot on them to remind the 
ri!IJIIlCtive lodges of this kingdom, that it is utterly inCODIIiatent with the 
taDiiameDtal principles, the ~o~~eient chargee, ADd the uniform practice of 
Freemaaous, to permit any cli.acusioDB or publications on religious or 
political mbjects among them ; because these, of all others, are kDown tD 
arouae the worst pti&oDB of men, ADd uci~ am<mg the kindest brethreo 
the most ranooro01 and luting Allimocdtiea. TrUe Maaonry prefers no 
IIIIOt aDd acJmow!edgea DO party. .A :MUOD'I ~OD is the f'Aitbfal 
WonhiJ» of God ; hil politic~, a strict obedience to the law of the eounlzJ 
in whiCh he 1'Cllidlll ; IDd a 11101t conlial ADd umemittiDg .uaobmeat to 
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is. u far as human ability will permit and enable him, 
the great repre~~entative of the King of Heaven. Honour 
him who, as a husband, father, friend, is a shining pattern 
for the best to imitate. Honour him with your words, 
and speak well of his name. Honour him with your 
persons, which, should his government be subverted, 
would be in immediate danger. Honour him with your 
fortunes, if, in the present critical moment, he should, 
with the advice of bis parliament, ask a portion for his 
own and your defence.!' This advice, I aver, is good for 
all, whoever hear my voice ; but, with respect to Masons, 
I scruple not to say, and woe is me, if, as a minister of 
the high God and of that church of which the king is the 
temporal head, woe is me, if I am not faithful to my 
trust and to my commission; if you obey not this admom
tion in conjunction with the other two, with zeal, steadi
ness, and perseverance, you, if I am not totally mistaken, 
act repugnant to all the order of your community; you 
forfeit, if I at all understand them, your most sacred obli
gations ; you run, if I know anythmg of the matter, you 
run contrary to the spirit and tenor of all your lectures. 
In abort, if you obey not this admonition, you are not, if 
I may be permitted at all to judge, good men, nor good 

hill ~ F'reemaaous have auftlcient opportunities of ~raiog 
their religious aDd political opinioDI in other aocietiell aDd m other 
capacitiee; aDd lhoalil not, UDder any pretence whataom!r, sd!r 1111ch 
topice to invade the aacred retirement of a lodge, which ia peculiarly 
appropriated to improve moral dntim, correct bllDI&Il tnr.iltiell, Bnd incul
cate IIOCial happinea The Gr&Dd Lodge, therefore, in discharge of their 
duty, aDd actuated by the moat aoxio111 aolicitude fo_! ~ _pl'Oip8rity, 
boDour, and 111Wlimity of the whole muonic body of lnllaod, ealnestly 
exhort aDd require all the lodges of thia kingdom to retrain from religi01111 
&Dd political diacwmona, and all publicationa on 1111ch subject&" 

• The Earl of Tyrone, in the Iriah parliament, thus upraed hia 
.:~timenta at tbia es:cit.ing period :-" Tlie concern with whiCh the royal 
mind is impraed, in tllldeavouring to 1111ppra and put an eod to the 
TariOIIII attempt& which have been made to ucite a spirit of diacontent 
&lid diaturbaoCe, aDd to take the moat elfeetnal me&lll to auppra aDd 
prevent an7 attempts which m&J be Dllde to elli!ct b7 violence any 
alteration in oar coilltitution, mut, to every pxlllllbject, be an eadear
iug and valuable proof Of his paternal aft'ection for ma people, aDd hia 
:m&gD&Dimity in utending hia &DUty to the preaervation of peace to 
llm'I'Ounding nati01111, and of abariDB with his allis the happmt. which 
hill!llbjecta enjoy, and hia endeavODl'll to uphold the laws of natiODB, aDd 
protect from violatioa the II&Cred stipulations or treat.iea, mnst lldftiiCe 
llilllme aDd repa1atioa, 8'ftll farther thaD hia &rmL" 



SBJIJION n. 

M:&IIOns. Excuse my freedom of speech ; you have called 
me to speak amongst you, and I must be faithful to God, 
my conscience, and to my king. I therefore again advise, 
that 88 good Masons, 88 good men, as good citizens, you 
would love the brotherhood, fear God, and honour the 
king. And whether in our families, in our neighbourhood, 
in the church, in our lodge, or even in the cheerful, social, 
festive hour, let it be the wish of the heart, and the 
sound of every voice indited by the heart, that God 
would save the king, and by him preserve to us all onr 
civil, religious, and masonic privileges ; to which I trust, 
with one heart and one voice, we shall all readily say, 
Amen and Amen.• 

Finally-, my brethren, to sum up all, I would reiterate 
it again m your ears, so concerning the same sentiments, 
I might escape no opportunity of reaching yonr very 
hearts; I would reiterate it again in your ears, that to 
love the brotherhood, to fear God, and to honour the 
king, are each and all of them such essential character
istics of the honourable profession of Masonry, that where 
both the sentiment and practice of them do not univers
ally prevail, whatever any man may call himself, I make 
no more scruple to pronounce that he is not a good MQMYI&, 
than I should hesitate to aay, a thief, a murderer, a blas
phemer, a sabbath-breaker, or an adulterer, is not a good 
Christian. 21 

As bretl&ren, then, in one of the fint and most honour
able communities in the world, let it be said of you, with 
all truth, as it was once honourably said of the primitive 

• n Willi provided by the ancient lawa of :MuoD1'1, tbat kiDga and 
other male aovereigDs a&all be Grand Masters for lite, to preside over tlle 
fraUnit)', with power to appoint a di!P,uty, who sh&ll share with him the 
titlea and honOUl'll of the cratt.. But if the sovereign is a fema.le, or not 
a brother ; or a minor under a regent, not a brother ; or if the male 
IOYel'8ign, or the regent, though a brother, is negligent of the craft, tben 
the old Grand O.llieers may aaemble the Grand Lodge in due form to 
elect a Grand Kuter, but not during Hre, only he may be annuaDJ 
rechoaa while he and they think !it. 

• In fact he is not a Ohriatian at a.ll, although he ma;r have beea 
~tUed aDd received into the congregation ; nor is he to be esteemed a 
ll.BBOD, who violates his oblintion by practices which are at variaDce 
with the ralel and precepts o( the Order, a.lthough he may be acquainted 
with a.ll ite extlrn&l tokens. He bas received the ktrn', bu.t not the spirit 
of Trath ; and is no more a Jlason, in reality, than he who bas lllftr' 
pead the -.ored tme.hhold of & lodge. . 
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Christiana, • 'l&tN tltae Ma.!Oftl l<nJe. Let all malice, and 
envy, and evil speaking, and wrath, and contentions, 
be done away from amongst :you; and be ye kindly 
aft'ectioned one towards another, with brotherly love, in 
honour preferring one another. Let this one laudable 
ambition excite your diligence in all your masonic labours, 
and in aU your seientific researches, i. e. to excel in all 
those grand and prevailing traits of your professional 
g1ory-Charity1 _brot'Mrly love, benevolence, good-will.a 

As labourers and workmen under the Great and Grand 
Architect of the Universe, I would advise you to imitate 
the good Nehemiah aDd his laborious companions. They, 
it is said, worked day and night to rebuild the walls of 
the holy Qitr,; ao work ye, my brethren, not only with 
acientifie ak1ll, but with never-ceasing diligence, until the 
grand temple of your spiritual and eternal Masonry is 
fully raised to its topmost atone, with shouting of ever
luting adoration upon its completion, for it& walU rhall 
be ralva.tioa and it& gates yraile. :11 

As good subjects, my brethren, honour that king, 
whom, I Batter myself, I ahall not dishonour, if, making 
ue of our profesaional language, I call, the grand, the 
faithful, and the diligent tyler of every masonic lodge. 

• Becollect the words ot St. Paul. " Though I apeak with the ~ 
ot JDeD and or angela, and have the gift or prophecy, and 11llderlltana all 
myatery, and have all faith so that I could remove mountains, and beetow 
.n myl(()Oda to feed the poor, and give my very_ body to be burned, and 
:Jet witfi all these have not Charity, I am nothing more tban a pieee of 
IOUIIdiDg bi'ISII or a tinkling cymbal." That is, in plain word&, whoever 
II a atzanger to the ardent love of his neighbour and of mankind, Ia atiU 
i,rnorant or everything pllrely evangelical, and for what end it wu that 
Obriat lived and died. And when St. John, the peculiarly beloved apoatJe 
of Ohrilt, wu reproached by his disciples for oonatutJy p~ on thla 
nbject-what was hia memorable answer t It waa thiS : " Beciue it Ia 
the pre«Jept or our llastsr, and whoever keeps it, ahall be found perfect 
before GOd." 

• The abcml paoage reftii'B to a hf!DD chanted in ODe of the intsmediate 
de8!eea before t.be ROyal .Arch, danng the ceremoDiea, IDil ma7 be fOIIDd 
in ere.·. Chari. 

All hall to the IIIOrllba~~r tat bldl WI "lloloe 1 
The T11111ple'a oompleted, eult high &Mb voioe; 
The oape .. toue ia llnlahed, our la6our ill o'w, 
Tbe IOiUid ol the gavelllhall hall WI u.o men. 

Q!lmpu!OIIII -ble 011 thla joyful day, 
IThe -ion II gloriolll) the iej-atone to !a11 
l'ul&led il the promile b7 the Ancient of D&7!J 
or. briDg forth tM oapeo~tou.e wltllllhntmr lil4 ,..._ 

' 
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He goardeth by his sceptre of political j astice, righteoue
ness and love, all the privileges of our royal Order ; and 
by the sword of his national power, he defendeth as from 
our foreign and domestic foes : and, though not a brother, 
he gives us every proof that he is more valuable than 
many brethren; he u our protecting .friend. As Masons, 
therefore, in gratitude for these distinguished favours, 
render we back, with warmest zeal, our due tribute of 
honour to the king and all his illustrious family; for 
where, besides here, can our honour be 10 justly due? 

, PRAYER. 

Let us pray for the king'e most excellent majesty, for 
his illuatnous queen, and for every branch of that invalu
able family ; and as we are in duty bound, in a particular 
manner, pray we, for his Royal Highness, our Grand 
Master, the Prince of Wales, and every of his royal bro
thers, who have, or who intend to honour themselves and 
us by their union with our honourable society. May 
this kingdom, gracious God, never want a Protestant 
prince to wear its crown, or to sway its sceptre ; nor 
may our Order, by any species of disloyalty, 'forfeit itt 
present high respectability, of being a valuable and 
&onourable society, for royal union; but may they and 
we individually cherish all that reciprocal benefit of 
masonic union, which arises from the true reciprocity of 
high and humble worth. 

Pour down, we pray' Thee, 0 ! thou King of kings, thy 
universal blessing upon· all estates and orders or man
kind amongst ue-bless the great council of the nation
make our great men, good men-counsel thou our counsel
lors, and teach our senators wisdom. And that we may 
never want wise and. good men to bear rule, either in 
church or state, let thy blessing rest in a particular 
manner upon the two universities of this lana, as also 
upon all other schools of pious and useful education. 
Bless us as a nation, in all our national concerne--pro
tectand assist us in all our endeavours against thesubtilty 
of domestic foes, and the cruel and implacable machina
tions of all our foreign enemies. Succeed the tillage of 
our country, and give us to enjoy, in due season, from 
the moiatenings of the early and the latter rains, and from 
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the genial warmth of thy prolific sun, the timely fruita 
of the earth, in all tbe usual plentitude of thine accus
tomed beneficence. May the rich, as they increase in 
riches, increase in gratitude to Thee, and in their liberality 
to the poor ; may the poor receive from the rich every 
neceaary relief; and though still poor, may they be con
tented with their portion, knowing that Thou, in thine 
own wisdom, knowest what is beat for all. 

In a particular manner, at this time, would we sup
plicate thy divine favor and blessing upon this sm&ll 
portion of a large community, now worsnipping before 
thy glorious throne; sanction, with tby divine grace and 
heavenly benediction, all the pious endeavours and all 
the benevolent intentions of this our sacred unity with 
eaeh other ; make all, and each of us, useful and orna
mental members of this our very affectionate attachment; 
give to ua universally the true fear of thy holy name, 
that thy glory may ever rest upon ua ; give us that true 
brotherly affection for each otner, that shall lead ua to 
the exerciae of every Christian charity, every muonio 
benevolence ; inspire us with true Christian and British 
loyalty, that upon all oceaaions we may, if ever called 
upon, be fonod good and steadfast subjects to our king 
and conatitutio~nd, above all, make us devout and 
zealous memben of the church of Christ; that, having 
thus labored in the earthly lodge of masonic piety, 
charity, and integrity, we may be translated into that 
perfect lodge of eternal felicity whose builder and maker 
l8 the everlasting Jehovah; we beg all for the sake Colf 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. A-. ad ~. 



SERMON III. 

ON FRATERNAL AFFECTION. 

PBBAOHBD AT FAVBRSILUI1 MAY 18, 1796, AT Tllll .A.IOII
VBRS.A.RY PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGB FOB TIIJI C011NTT 
01' XBNT. 

ll oa. IT., part ot th 18th ftrM. 

THB deepest, and the moat to be lamented aource of 
human miaery, is, that in the fall of Adam we loat our 
likeneu to the Deity, in that firat and molt prevailing 
characteristic of hia divine nature and easence, looe; the 
loaa of this, which produc~d, or at leut made way_ for, 
envr., malice, revenge, and all thoae evil tempen and dia
poutions, which now so univenally prevail in the human 
heart, stamped, in early day, that black and deteltable 
character of murderer upon Cain, and sent him forth an 
aceuned and deteatable vagabond upon the earth. It il 
the 1011 of tbis characteristic of the divine nature, in it. 
prevaJling eftleaey, which in all ages of the world aath 
unsheathed the bloody sword of the ambitious or cruel 
warrior ; and raises nation against nation, in all the hor
ron of strife, of envy, of contention, and of bloodahed.1 

1 We have a reart'ul pictare of theee horrid pusioDB in one of the 
visions or Quevedo. "1 I&W Envy," I&YI be," dreaaed up in a widow'1 
veil, and the very picture of the gout~m~~~nt• or one of our noblemen'• 
holllel. She kept a continual fast as to the shambles, preying only us 
hl!l'llelt, and could not but be very thin upon so mean a diet. Notli 
came &IIIia to her teeth, good or bad, which made them yellow 
rotten ; and the reason was, that though abe bit and aet her mark upon 
the good and IOUDd, abe could never swallow it. Under her aat ller 
d&ujhter Diloord. She had formerly conversed with married people ; 
but lading no need or her Ulistanoe there, away abe W'lllt to ooJ.lisel 
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It is the losa of this, the divinest trait of divine perfection, 
which in all ages hath filled the ohorch with controver
sies and persecutions ; and stained it with all ita cruel 
crimes of martyrdom and banishment. It is the loes of 
this essence of the Divinity which breaketh the family 
compact, and findeth to the man enemies in his own 
house. It is the loss of this from the divine excellency 
that was breathed into the human heart, which in every 
situation causeth the friend, the neighbour, and the bro
ther, bitterly to lament in the language of Solomon : "By 
•igM O?& my bed I IOUgM him vihom my 1oullOfJttla ; I «Nglll 
/aim Ina I found him not : I opened my heo.re to "'Y beWwil, bllt 
ay beltJrJed Juul fDitkdrawn him~elf and wtU gone : my IO'Ul failed 
when "M qxilce : I •ougM him Ina I crndd not find kim : I calW 
Aim and "M gave me no amwer." 

In short, it is the lou of this characteristic of the 
divine nature, i. e. lOfJe, from the human heart, which 
embitters, where they are embittered, every connection 
of human life ; makes every bosom at times loathe ita 
own sensations; and totally unfits us for the enjoyment 
of the beatific vision of God ; and the more or leu we 
want and neglect the cultivation of this essence of the 
divine perfection, so the mGre or leas shall we ever be 
like Cuo of old, fruitleae wanderers after happineu over 
the earth, and in the sight of God detested vagabonds ia 
the world.1 

and corporations, where, it aeema, they bad more already tan they kDn 
what to do with. Then she took hereelf to courta and "Palaoel. aDd om. 
ciated there u the devil'• vicegerent. Next to her wu fngrat.iiude ; and 
abe, out of a oertain pute, made up of pride and malice, Wll mouldinr 
of new devila. I Wll very .much delighted at this diaoo~f. ol 
opinion, till now, that the ungrateful had bean the devila VII ; 
because I reed that the angela which fell, were made devila few their m. 
gratitude." 

1 An eminent divine, who wu contemporaey with Bro. Inwood, tb• 
beautifully improna the above aentiment : " When a city ia t.et b:r 
an imS.atible and an exu~rated enemy, and the wide-Wilting aword II 
every moment ezpected Wltbin itl walla, ia that a tUne for the inhabita.ota 
to trouble the few momentl of liberty or of life tl!at are lea tbaa, b7 
mutual animOiitiee, and intestine hoatilitieef Surely then, it enr, it ia 
a time for them to dwll togtllwr in amity_. The enemy without ia euoqh ; 
nothing but friendship should dwell within. Oome, theu, my tellow-mor
tala, aDd let Ul determine to dwell in fraternal union amour OUNelva 
Look TOund and aee how aickne., and pain, and death, llll'I'OUDCI111 oa 
fWW1 aide, and lal. close siege to our natllre. Let 111 forget all printe 
quarrell, and un1te againat the common foe. Let 111 ..,lye to repel 
. 6 
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Son of the morning, how art thou fallen ! Created in 
the image of God, ornamented according to thy decree, 
with all the amiableneu of that divine perfection, loJJe. 
by which alone that ~reat Supreme manifests to, and 
glorifies all his perfect10ns towards all his inferior crea
tion, but now, through the fall of man in paradise, de
prived of this lovely nature, and by this deprivation not 
only despoiled of goodnees, innocence, and felicity, bat 
expo~ed, unleas rest.ored by means of the divine exertion, 
to all the evil of sin, the malignity of Satan~ and the dark.-
11811 of misery and death. But oh! with angels let 
human hearts rejoice ; the God of love, unchanged though 
we have fa.llen, seeks his favoured, though fallen creature, 
and oh ! wondrous love ! for the cure of this defection 
in the human heart, it seems, ever since it took place, to 
have been the grand aim of the divine agency, in all his 
transactions with the human race.8 

And not only hath the Almighty, from the very begin
ning, set an example of this divine characteristic, in re
membering mercy in the midst of his threatened judg
ment, by sparing Adam, and giving him the :promise of a 
Saviour, and afterwards falfilling that promise in all ita 
fulleat extent, but in every age of the world hath he 
exerted the same divine benevolence for our recovery, 
and still in all his actions uses every different method 
which infinite I_)Ower and wisdom can exert, to bring man 
to a J»articipation of this his happy nature of love, and 
to re1netate him in all that lovely likeneu from which, 
when be fell, his misery first began ; and to which alone 
reviving, hie felicity can be insured. 

Obaerve the various methods be makes use of to etrect, 
ill hie unhappily fallen creature, this new creation. Some
time• he threatens, that he may alarm the careleu ; 

from each other u manr u we can of the D&taral evils that ..U aa all ; 
to keep ofl from oDe•notller, u long u we can, the lut enfllll1 nf aa all; 
aocl to pitf and comfort ODe aoother under the proepect of his certain 
apDro.Ch either 100ner or later." 

I Throaghoat all theee d~ oar worthr brother appear~ to han 
balD iateot upon inculcating, along with Freemuonry, the part!llt dcJo. 
trill• of Ohriltianitr. And this wu not co01idered inconuatAmt with 
1M character of the Order. The bleaainga of aniveral redemption are 
applicable to Jew l.lld Gentile, Greek ud Barbarian, bond aud free, aocl 
tli8refore forlll a legitimate 1abject of general discalliou with 1.111 Ol"du 
ft111111. who pl'IC\jle u UDi'f81'11i1111Cience. 



• 
eometimes he entices, that he may soften the hardened ; 
sometimes he calla aloud with the rolling thunders of 
Mount Sinai, and makes the soul, in nature's darkneu, 
tremble at his nod ; sometimes he tenderly woos with 
the breathinga of gentle love, wafted from Calvary'• 
hill, and melts to weeping penitence hie hardened mur
derer; sometimes he lays upon us the rod of hia aftlio
tion, and, with the just discipline of a righteous master, 
he endeavours to scourge the rebel from the error of hia 
way. 

Sometimes again, like a fond indulgent father, he 
naakea a feast, and as with the fatted calf, prepares, for 
the returning prodigal, though he sees him but at a dis
tance, the beat robe and ring. Sometimes he iuuea 
forth his mandates, as the avenging judge, and, with a 
seeming angry tone, calla the unjust steward to give an 
account of his stewardship; and, with all the aypearance 
of ineen~d wrnth, threatens imprisonment til the very 
last farthing of the accumulated debt is paid, i. e., till 
punishment effects what love could not elfect, and the 
rebel submits to the terms of ransom. Sometimea, 
again, and that very frequently, he gently rebukea the 
cruel, kindly reproves the covetous, and with authority 
and long suffenng ·he exhorts the uncharitable ; and, &I 
in the language of our text, tells what he himself ia, and 
consequently what we must be before we can be like 
him, or happy in ourselves. God u low: atul M r.Mo 
tlwelkth in love, i. e. in the lmJe of God and hi. f~ 
ore, dwlleth in God, and God in him.• 

Here, then, my friends, we have the very native breath 
of heaven, breathing through the lips of a disciple of 
love, and fostering over every heart, to produce that 
same lovely likeness which is the euence of the divine 
nature, and which consequently must constitute the 
essence of the human nature, before the latter can truly 
unite with the former, or enjoy its own intended native • 
felicity. 

From these words, then, mr. friends, it is eaay to ob
serve, that, vms·r, you are exc1ted to the exercise of your 
aatural duties aa men, and your 'projtuional dutiea botb. 

4 Thie ia the great and animathag principle both or CbrfltialdtJ
Kuonl'f i and h8nce the name or 8t. J oho, the a~~tJaor or t.be ~ .... 
lip, il llilhl1 maeratAid amoopt Muoa 



u Chriatiana and Muona, by a view of the nature of 
God, Gotl u lotJe: and 0 that we, in every capacity, u 
men, Chriatiana, and especially u Muons, may look at 
.thil our natural likeneu, till, dissolved into ita transform
ing euence, we truly awake up after the same lovely 
image. SzooNDLY, your duty is also here described; the 
exerciae of love, or the dwelling in love. And not only 
10, but, TmaDLY, for your encouragement, and as an 
excitement to a peculiar zeal in this Christian disposi
tion, the first of masonic principles, the high and glori
ous privilege of thoae who imitate this divine perfection 
ia .. t forth in the strongest, moat beautiful, and enchant
ing language: tJ&ey dwell in God and God ita tnem; to 
•Which, my friends, we also may add, then, that they WhO 
exerciae this amiable disposition dwell in heaven; they 
have the kingdom of heaven within them.• 

Our fint re8ection, according to this introduction, ia 
the nature of God, 811 the grand pattern of human imita-. 
tion: "God u low." To enlarge upon thia, it might be 
'Mid of him, that this is hia nature, in respect of all his 
oreaturea above, upon, or beneath the earth, who are 
capable of any kind or degree of senaation, of paiD, or 
·pleuure, of happineas, or misery. 
' Yea, my friends, lotJe ia bil euential nature, and from 
which, 811 it regarda all the creatures which he hath made, 
he can never change. But we shall confine the idea, 
bower pleasing in its enlarged aenae, and only view this 
perfection of the Deity, as it looks down upon the human 
race ; because from tbia particular view of it, we have 
at tbia time a peculiar application to make to your ~ro
feasional feelings, u I hope I shall plainly discover before 
l conclude. 

I be~, then, with obaerving, God u looe; he diaplaya 
it in h11 creation and providence ; his hand formed the 
human frame, and ita very_ external fuhion for felicity 
belpeab the character of its great Creator ; for we 

• The third point or muonic fellowship direota the brother, when he 
... up hia ~aculatiODB to Almight1 God, to remember the wel&.re or 
eJl membeJ'I o1' tbe fra.terDit1u wellu his OWD j becauae, U the YOi08 of 
babes 1o11d sucklings a.aoend to the throne of grace, ao wiU the breathinp 
'Ill' • fer.ent heart uceod to the manaiona of blila ; &lld it ia commanded 
ID bol1 aoripta:re, that prayer should be OODBt&lltlJ oAred u.p for die 
bret.hreo. 
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1188 or know of no other creature under the eanOP.Y of 
heaven, more complete even in this respect ; but 1f we 
pua from its external form, to its internal powen, we 
then, unl818 very depraved indeed, feel in ita fulleat 
&ell88 the truth of the Apostle's aleertion, that God u 
lorJe.• 

The internal powers of the human mind, working 
upon, infiuencing, and acting by the external faculties of 
the human body, produce, we see and feel it, a creature, 
in his native excellency, eo very little lower than the 
angela, that man is, in bim~lf, beyond his own dncrip-
tion. Bear the poet describe this wonderful unknown : • 

" From dilferent nature~~ marvellously mixt, 
Oonnection exquisite of distant worlds I 
Diatinguiah'd link in bein.lt'a end!• chaia I 
llidwt.y from nothing to the Deity I 
A beam ethereal, sullied and abeorp~ I 
Tho' sullied and dishonour'd, still divine! 
Dim miniature of greatness absolute I 
An heir of glory I a frail child of dlllt I 
Helpt. immortal! insect inftnite I 
A worm I a God I I tremble in myaelf, 
And in myself am loet I 

YonG. 

Such, indeed, is man, that there ia not a felicity, either 
in this world or in that which is to come, whic~ man ia 
incapable of. We are even loat in admiration and 
wonder, when we contemplate the exquisite felicity of 
seeing, hearing, feeling, tasting, smelling; senaea, which 
though common to the brute creation, we enjoy 10 emi
nently superior to them, that they seem aearcely the I&D18 
causes producing the same effects.' But how much 

• The followiDg ~ of IIOJ'ipture are read by oar traz.tlaatle 
brethren. during the admiuion of a candidate into one of the degrw of 
OnrJ't Muonry : " The atoue which the builderll refuaed, il becOme tbe 
head of the coruer. (Pal. cxviii. 22.) Did you never read in the 
Scriptures that the stone which the builaer. ~ted is become the head 
stone of the coruer !" (Mat. ul. 42. Mark. xil. 10. Luke u.l '1.) Thla 
!Roue, thus celebrated in Freemuonry, wu oar Lord and Sa'f'ioar J
Ohrilt, whose love to the brethreu wu manil'eated in a lite of pain, and 
a death of Infamy, voluntarily endured for their salvation. 

' D!aquiaitiona on the lllDie8 formed a part of the muonic lecturea 
which were uaed during the Jut, and at the commencement of ~ preBIIDt 
ceatury. It wu there stated that " the objects of human knowledge are 
innumerable; the chaunela by which thia kJiowledge is conveyed, are te~ • 
.Amoug tbeee, the peroept.iou of eternal thiDp by the --, aDd the lD-
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mom this admiration and wonder, when we contemplate 
the faculties of the mind. Deep and exten.eive thought, 
aud pleuant reflection, upon the present; recollection 
and remembrance of p88t circumstances; with a sweet, 
and u it were, a greedy participation of what is to come. 
We are, by our mental faculties, acquainted with, and 88 
it it were enjoy, the ple88ing wonders of agee fled before 
~ur own existence ; we have a large circle of grateful 
and profitable reflection, filling up the present exercise 
of tlie eoul, and we are looking forward, and participate 
11 it were, with an immortal flight, that unknown, that 

• unfathomable eternal security. 
Surely, my friends, these faculties in theJoBBeBBion 

of a created being, ought, and certainly will, · properly 
considered, testify their author a source of love, and 
accord with the grand truth of our text, that " God u 
lDr1e." How much more so, if we view him as the God 
of Providence? Exactly consistent with his creation of 
our being, 88 capable of every enjoyment, is that aml'le 
provision which he hath made for us in all the vaned 
beauties, and the abundant riches of his providence. 
That every thin~ around us is made purposely, or only 
for ua, or our enJoyment, is a vanity which does not by 
any means become us; but that every thing is so order
ed and 10 constructed, that we do, or may enjoy it, in a 
very superior manner, should be tow at once a proof of 
his gooaness, and i• w an excitement to gratitude and 
praise. 

The heavens with all those hosts of celestial lights ; 
the earth with all its fossils, fruits, herbs, and flowers, 
with its ftocka and herds upon a thousand hills; the un
fathomable and unbounded ocean, the rivers, lakes, and 
pools, with all their scaly tribes; the air and ita feathered 

formation we receive from haman teetimony, are bot the least cODIIider
able ; the a-.logy between them ia obvious. In the teetimony of nature 
JriYeu by the eenaes, 88 well 88 in human testimony given by information, 
thlnp are uotifted by signa. In one 88 well88 the other, the mind, either 
bJ original principles or by custom, JlllaMll from the aign to the concep
UOD aDd bebef of the thing sigoifted. The signs in the natural language, 
11 well 88 the eenaations prOducing our orif"nal pel'Ctlptions, oonvey 
llmilar ideas in all climatee and nations, an the skill of iuterpreting 
them, it would aeem, is not acquired, but inna~." And the ~tiou 
concladed with aome beautiful dellnitioDB, which were Upanpl b7 Dr. 
B•mt"' in hia !Vrision ot the letJtur$ 
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iDhabitanta; the changing seuons of winter and summer ; 
epring and autumn ; day and night ; cold and heat ; the 
moistening shower and the drying sun ; the calm and the 
tempest ; the northern blast and the southern breeze ; 
riches and poverty ; health and sickness ; pain and ease; 
labour and pleasure ; the unity of peace and the sword 
of war; the exalted state of some, and the low estate of 
othen ; in short, his whole creation of the wide extended 
world, and his government of the universe, is in every 
atom, and in every circumstance, a manifestation of the 
love of him, who made it, to those who are the appointed 
possesson of it ; and loudly declare, that God, in respect 
to man, is, in hia essential nature, the God of·love. Nay, 
my friends, may we not take one step farther in this 
pleasant meditation, and say that even the widest con
trast of his conduct towards us, declares hia nature lmJe. 
For instance, does he aftlict any of us or our frinda with 
lickness, pain, and poverty ; how do these increase the 
value of liealth, of ease, and of riches? Does he aftlict 
the nations with sedition, war, and tumult; how do 
those frequently teach the inhabitants of those nations 
the inestimable value of union, of peace, and of friend
ehip Y' Does he in dreary winter cut oft" the beautiea of 
nature, with the niJ!ping frost and the northern blut; 
how doubly sweet ts the returning sun, the southern 
breeze, and the western shower ? Yea, how doubly 
aweet are these, to renew the life of nature ; to restore 
her vernal beauties; to spread around her aweeter 
odours; and to load the earth with his renewed hountiea f 
Nay, does he put the finishing stroke to man's felicity 
upon earth, and close his eyea in the solemn darkne1s 

• A celebrated writer obaervea, that there Ia ac:arcelya 1iDgJe oDe ot all 
the varioas evill in human lire, which ask the redra of the benevoleDt, 
but what ia illfl.icted, not by natare, not by God, but bl man, upon man. 
Even health, that department of human happine. which ap~ to be, 
in a manner, the 10le province of nature, wliere eYery vicialltude _, 
re~erv~ for the immediate, aole, and anmilted administration of ~'rio 
dena.-e'fen thia 1phere ia invaded by the bold atep of human iaj'lilt.ice. 
Koch of aickue11 that calla for the attendance of friendahip, or the balm 
of charity, hu been oocuioned by the ale of med.icln81 which aftriee 
hu adulterated ; by the food it bu partially poiloned ; or the Improper 
medical treatment. of ulleducatecl pretenders to an art wbicb, rn lilm 
who lmowa that he doll not 'IUident.&Dd it .. be oacht, lt il .... t.o 
P'aotlce. 



BBKIIION III. 

~f death; bow P.eculiarly bright, from this very aWful 
circumstance, Will the morning of the resurrection ap
pear, when death, 88 the Apostle beautifully exprell8e8 1t, 

11 swallowed up of life; and the mortal body, like the 
immortal aou1, shall rue, triumphant over death, to life 
and immortality ?9 _ 

Surely, then, we may safely say, there is nothing in 
providence, nor is there anything in nature, but says 
with the Apostle in our text, that" God illove," unmixed 
love to the human race. And, my friends, if 80 in what 
he baa made us, and in what he has provided for us, how 
much more so in his great purebue of us, by the redemp
tion of his Son? 

This, it is true, brings the sorrowful reflection; of our 
abuse of his creation and providence ; which for a mo
ment must be a drawback upon the felicity of our ealcula.
tiona : yet still it adds force to our argument: for indeed, 
if pouible, it deepens the unfathomable depths of his 
unchangeable love; for when we consider how ungrate
fully we forfeited his favour, and .made ourselves un
worthy of the least of his mercies, and yet he changed 
not; when we reflect how we have made ourselves the 
IUbjeeta of wrath, of darkneN, and of sin, and yet hie 
mercy changed not; when we consider how we have 
made ourselves miserable, and yet he is the same God 
who deligbteth in mercy, and hath paid our ranaom: 
aurely our feeble minds are lost in the contemplation of 
this wonderful perfection of.,the Deity. We had destroyed 
ounelvea, but ne hath restored us. We had aold our
ulvea for nought, but he bath purchased u.s with his 
blood. We had yielded ourselves to the enemy, and 
purchased sin, misery and death ; but he, in the consum· 
mation of his eternal love, descended from his manaiona 
of life, bliss, and glory, to the humiliating state of pain, 
poverty, and death, that he might restore us to himself, 
and re-establiah ua in holineN, J:Iappineu, and life. Yea! 
when be saw ua in the very depths of misery, traversing 
the. road to ruin, and seeking death in the error of our 

'How uquiaitel1, beautiful is the above reference to the ~ 
of llaaoDry, u apl'!ied to the universal deatioation of man; 11 bJ 
divine grace-purified from the _POllutions of Bin--AIIctiBed by the bJ.ooa 
of the Lamb-aDd glori&ed m &D eternity of bappm. beyond the 

""'"' 
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waya, he had pity on us, his compassion wrought for ue, 
and his love contrived and executed the plan of our re
covery. It is performed; Satan has lost his eager prize; 
Death has been spoiled of his victory ; and the Lord of 
Life haa risen victorious over death, hell, and the grave ; 
man is purchased from the jaws of destruction; and 
heaven, by the redeeming love of God, is open for ow 
reception ; all are purchased ; all are redeemed. 

"And was the ransom paid? it was: and paid, 
Wbat can emit the bounty more, for yon. 
The ann beheld it-no, the shocking scene 
DrOYe back his chariot : midn~ht veil'd hie race. 
Sun I didst ~hou fiie thy Maker s pain f or start 
At that enormons load of human guilt 
Which bow'd his blessed head, o'erwhelm'd his C1'0III, 
Made groan the centre, burst earth's marble womb 
With pangs, strange pangs I deliver'd of her dead f 
Hell howl'd, and heaven that hour let fall a tear. 
Heaven wept, that man might smile I heaven bled, that man 
:Might never die!"-- YoUNo. 

Yes truly, God, as in his original nature, is again re
vealed unto us ; aa in creation and providence, so in the 
revelation of the Gospel of his Son, the God of lotJe; lotJe 
~tuled! lorJe u11111Uitd! lorJe uni.fJei1al! 10 We had made 
ourselves poor, but he hath administered to our poverty, 
and given us the true riches. We were i~norant, and out 
of the way; but he hath instructed us 10 true wisdom. 
We were naked and exposed to every evil; but he hath 
wrought robes of righteousness, wherewith to clothe and 
shield us from every evil. We were as wanderers going 
astray; but he hath brought us back unto his fold again. 
We were hungry and thirsty; but be hath purchasea for 

• This ia symbolized in sublime Masonry by a pelican. The medUeval 
Interpretation or this .aymbol is given as follows by Sir Dand Lindsay of 
the Mount, Lion King, in his MS. colleot&Dea, pl'e8B1'Yed in Ule Ad1'0o 
eatel' Library, Edinburgh. ''The ""'"ican is aoe fonle in EnPt. of tbe 

nbilkia &llld 111811 •:ria that the lftill birdia atrailr.ia thair lm in the ?ace with thair wingill, and cr&bia him qahill he alayia tbame. And 
qnheo. the moder IIBil thame alane, ICho greitia &Dd m&kis grit dule thre 
d&yia laog, QUbill acho streikia hiraell in the breist with hir neb, and 
prria the b"lade Blrafl Ypone hir birdia, IJ.uhairthrow thai reetoir and 
tumis to lyf apae. Bot aome folkia •YJB thai are olekkit ewoWD&Dd, 
l;rk as thai war bot Ute, &Dei that tbair 6ld8r h&illia tha.me apo.e with hia 
blade. And thia muer haly kirk beiria wituea, qnhair 0111' Lord •yil 
tllr.t he ia maid l7lre the pellican." 

~ 
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· ua the true bread of life, and the waten of aalvation. We 
were sick with iniquity, and in the prison of darkneu 
and despair; but he hath visited us, and set us free. We 
were dying; but behold ! through him we live for ever
more. Surely, 88 the Apostle says, "Godu lurJe." 

This I know is a subject of pleasant contemplation, 
and I have little doubt of gaining the opinion and appro
bation of much the major part, if not quite the whole, of 
my present audience, numerous 88 it 1s. This privilege 
of the Gospel, i. e. the contemplation of the love of God 
to his creatures, is a subject upon which its ministers 
may launch out into the most extensive boundaries, and 
no reproach shall attach itselfto them from any quarter. 
But, my friends, we have, upon all these occasions of 
addreBSmg ourselves to our fellow-sinners, a farther duty 
also to perform. We have, 88 a return to this high 
privilege of contemplating the love of the Creator to the 
creature, to enforce the return of the gratitude and duty 
of the creature to his kind and merciful Creator. 

Now, however ill a use many may have made of this 
grand, this glorious, this enchanting subject, the love of 
God, and turned it into a cloak for lieentiousneBS; of you, 
my beloved hearers in general, and of you, my brethren 
and Masons in particular, I hope better things; nor will 
I sut'er a doubt to remain in my mind; but that the duty, 
deducible from this contemplation, will be equally pleas
ing ; which U! the exercise, according to our degree, of 
the same lovely disposition, styled in the Apostolic 
language, "dwelling i11 lotJe." 

Now this amiable diapo8ition, in the heart both of the 
true Christian and of tlie operative Mason,u (you aee I 
am very anxious to take the whole of my audience, both 

u Brotherly love or charity ia the foundation of Muolll')'. It pervade~ 
f1ffll1 rite and ceremony--is infuaed eqaally into diaoiplbie and dootriae 
---Gforced in the lectares--&ocl at the time when Bro. Inwood B.onriabed, 
formed tbe concluding recommendation at the cloee of all maaonic bllli
oea " Y oa are to cnlti?ate brotherly love, the fOUildation aDd capHtoae, 
the glory &Dd cement of this onr ancient aud hoi!OUJ'&ble fraternity; 
avoiiliu~ all wrangling aud quarrelling, alaoderiug aud beckbitiug ; not 
permitting others to det'ame the charact.er of any honeat brother, 
Which you are to defend to the utmost of your power, u far u ia coa
aiatent with :your own honour &Dd afety. Hence all mayaee the benign 
illftu81l08 of Muouy, II all good MIIODI have done froin the begiDniilr 
ot the WOI'Id, and will do 10 to the end of time." 
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Maaone and others, with me to heaven) hath a double 
reference in ita exercise. First, it is centered in God ; 
and, secondly, as a fruitful tree, it spreads around itl 
luxurious branches; forming a shade for the a1Hicted, 
and scattering ita pleasant fruita for the relief and the 
repast of the poor, and the diatreBBed of every kind.11 

~irat, it is centered in God. LODe, is that purest foun
tain, from whence flows every stream of the purest 
devotion; indeed we may truly say, without love, there 
is no real piety towards God, nor without it, is any 
sacrifice we offer acceptable to him. My ron, gi?Je me tl&y 
Mart, with all ita affections, is always the demand of God 
to his creature, man. Custom may drag us to the house 
of God ; fear, and an alarmed conscience, may extract 
the humiliating language of confession ; fashion may 
tune our voices in any general assembly of Christian 
worshippers; curiosity, and a love of novelty, may hur
ry us from one place of worship to another, and keep us 
in a very steady round of all external duties; an osten
tatious love of praise, may make us charitable; and 
pharisaical pride, may even lead us to the holy com
munion of the supper of the Lord. But where, my 
friends, in all these external acts, is any real religion? 
Alas for true religion ! excuse, my beloved hearers of 
every class, this tender, this pathetic lamentation, which, 
believe me, only sighs, as it were, an affectionate doubt, 
for the safety of the immortal soula of my fellow-crea
tures; for, notwithstanding all the external appearances 
of religion amongst mankind, I cannot but deepfy lament, 
and heavily fear, for the reality of religion ! Yea, my 
friends, however I may offend, I must be faithful, and I 
still cry out and say, I do very much fear there is much 
of all these external performances in the world, and God 
is not in all, or indeed, I fear in any of the thoughts of 
ihousanda, who are found therein. 

•It may be~ here to remark, that a brother is not entitled to 
plrialre of the general charity, unle. his name is ~tered in the boob 
Of the Grand LOdge, nor UDle111 he shall have been at leut for two yean 
a contributing member of a lodge, and all the arrears paid up. It is a1ao 
neoelllai'Y to abow, that at the time of .his initiation, he wu in deoaot 
circumatancea. The limitation of two years d«* not, howeTer, ut.end 
to erlnme cuee, IIICh u lhipwreck, capture at eea, lea by Ire, or die
looat.iug • limb. 
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My friends, be not oft'ended, I do not aeeue or COJ}demn 
any of you, God forbid I should ; but this I sincerely acJ. 
vile, let all take heed, le1t con1cience 1hould give the 
great offence of thia ulutary detection ; I repeat it then 
again, from divine authority, that without the love of 
God, there is no real religion. Whatever are the duties 
you perform, if God hu not the heart, he will not accept 
the penon ; bodily exercil8 profiteth nothing, it is the 
1pirit only can justify or condemn ; the body in all ita 
moat pious attitudes, without the aft'ectiona of the soul, 
ia but a lifeless maaa. Contemplate the love of God to 
you, in all his various relations &I creator, preserver, and 
redeemer ; and behold what he hu made you ; 188 what 
he hu given you ; look how he bled for you ; and can 
you give him a 1888 sacrifice than the affections of that 
soul, through the po81888ion of which you are only like 
him, and through the dedication of which you are only 
capable of enjoying him? Ia it reasonable, then, to ima
gine, that since, without that •pirit with which he bu 
quickened the body, you would not be really what you 
are, that he will be utiafied with bodily exerci~e only? 
Surely, no ! Without the animations of the spirit, 
blindneu, lamenees, death, seizes on us ; and wilf you 
offer the blind, and the lame, and the dead, in aaerifice 
to him, or should be accept this at your handY Surely, 
no ! More than this is due to him who gave the body, and 
who gave the B:P,irit also ; and, believe me, without more 
than this, be wtll accept of nothing. 

As God is love ; so it ia only they who dwell in love, 
dwell in him, or are united to him. It ia only the heart, 
with ita affections devoted to God, which can give true 
devotion to prayer ; true humility to confession ; true 
praise to the voice of melody ; true efficacy to the Word 
preached. It ia only this which can, in the holy sacra
ment, constitute the bread, the body of Christ, and the 
wine, his blood. It is only this, which makes public 
worship, public religion; or private prayer, true devo
tion. W1thout love, we are diaunitea from God; we 
dwell in the world of darkneaa and sin, instead of dwell
ing in God ;11 and are strangers to his covenant, and his 

• Qaeftdo, in bis aecond 'filion, hu drawa & re.rtal pieture ol WI 
world ot clarJma and lin. He •11 : " I aw in my 'rilioD t.bree mcmar 

1 
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promise. Without this love, wiadom, in all ita human 
excellency, is but ignorance; profeaaion, in all ite flaming 
garbs, is but presumption ; and devotion, in all ita moet 
aacred forma, is but solemn mockery. But with, or in 
the exerciBe of, this love, the most feeble desire of the 
heart, is taking the kingdom by violence ; is uniting 
earth to heaven; and brings the Deity, with all his 
reigning powen, into the human soul, to govern its afFec
tions. With this love our wi.edom will be that true wie
dom which is said to have come down from above, and is, 
in its nature, like its origin, pure, simple, easy to be 
entreated, without partiality, and full of thoae works, 
which are not only fair in appearance, but good in their 
nature. With th11 love, our profession will never be in 
danger of acquiring the ap_J)ellation of hypocrisy, but 
will .bear the teet of acr~tiny ; and however severely 
tried, will be found a firm po88888ion. Yes! with this 
love, our devotion will be the true devotion of the soul, 
in all ita native simplicity and sincerity. This heavenly 
spark. within our bosoms will catch that heavenly flame 
of divine and seraphic love which alone can unite the 
Creator to the creature ; and thus alone can be formed 
and completed that true felicity of the human eoul-the 
union to ite Divine Original. 

And now, my friends, and you my masonic brethren In 
particular, by way of a practical application of this een
timent, auitable to the occasion of the day, I shall eon
elude my discourse with obaerving that this holy flame 
of divine and heavenly love, being the principle of the 

lp80trel, armed, and of humau shape, aDd 10 like each other that I ooald 
not ay which Wll8 which. On the o1her Bide, jut opposite, Wll8 a dread
fallllOIIIt.er in a fierce aod obetiD&te combat with them. Here De&tb 
made a atop, aod f'acing abollt, uked me if I Jmew t.heae people. AJu, 
DO I aid I ; heavea be praised I do DOt, aDd I eba1l put it in mr litaor 
that I Dever may. How igDoraot thoa art, cried Death; t.heae are th7 
old aoquaintaDces, aod thou hut hardl7 ever kept &DJ otber oompanr 
ainoe thoa. wert born. Thoee three are the WOrld, the Fleeb, aod tAe 
Devil, the capital enemiel or thraoul ; aod ~uch 1'8181Dble each 
other, ae well iD qualitrae appearaoce, that .,, whomlr baa one, 
baa all. The proUd aod ambitioua DiaD thinka he baa got the World, but 
it proves the De'ril. Tbe DiaD of pleaeure fancies he llaa got the Flelh, 
but that ia the De'ril too ; and, iD a word, thu it farel with all other lio-
1181'1. The moDBter that lights ~ut the other three ia tbe devil of 
K011117, who maintai• that he himaelf' alooe il equinlent to all the 
other t.laree ; aod for aught I -, be bae the better eDd ol the ldaL" 
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heart, the action• will uniformly ahow themaelvea aa the 
corretpondent fruit ; and u love to God ia the root and 
stamina of all true religion, and from whence alone 
ariaes that true goapel tree which spreadeth wide ita 
luxurioua branehea, and forma a wide-apreading shade to 
all human atBietion, with fruits of luscio111 taste, and 
medicine of healing power, for all her diatreased votariea, 
10 is it the characteristic of every masonic principle to 
increaae and dift'uae around, in a still higher degree of 
perfection anci plenitude, &11 the fruits of divine philan
thropy. and all the actions of Christian love.1• 

It 18 not, believe me, merely the excellency of that 
aecrecy, by which our unity is preserved, that is the only 
boast of Masons, or the only gfory of Masonry. No! my 
frienda, Masonry, where properly studied, and properly 
laboured in, baa a higher boast, a more exalted glory. 
She bouts her antiquity, coeval with the grand archi
tecture of the heavens and the earth. She boasts her 
lineage aa the daughter of the Grand Architect of all 
things ; and as the twin sister of religion. lArJe toa1 'Mr 
parent, 'Mr other name u charity. She is truly the sister 
of religion ; for she boasts her efficacy in all its native 
influence ; and is continually the assistant promoter of 
like principles, and of like actions. The central point11 

u The following obeervatioll8 in the" Masonic Magazine," for June, 
1793, respecting the proceedings of the Irish Maso118 at this period, are 
worth1 of preeervation. '' It is with pleaaore we have it in oar power 
to notice tile benevolent attention of the respectable body of Freemuou 
of Ireland to their indigent brethren. While 80 many ancient inatitu· 
tiona have Callen into decay, and wholly departed trom the original prin· 
ciples of their foundation, tbia illustrious brotherhood have ateadfUtly 
adhered to the ~nd rule of virtue by which the first founders squared 
the beautiful edifice of tbe masonic era!\. To meliorate and support the 
composite orders of society, nothing is requisite but to Inculcate the great 
precept, ® a1 you tDOUld be daM by; which sublime sentence happily 
expre.ee in a few word& the leading principles of every social duty. It 
teaches to the master, mildness and humanity ; to the aervant, obedience 
and respect ; to the husband, aft"ection and kindneaa ; to the wife, tender
ness and submission ; to parents, care ~nd attention to their children ; 
and to children, love, honour, and gratitude to their parents; above all, 
it inculcates that sacred and disinterested compassion which is the supe
rior characteristic of the fountain of Christianity ; and which 80 gene
rously pervades the masonic fraternity, warming each initiated heart in 
faYoar of his unfortunate brother." 

11 On this central"point all lodges of the third de«ree are opened, and 
none else. And for this reuon, that the lodges of tl.e two preceding de-
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or all her innumerable lines, squares, and circles, ia the 
Lor;, of God. And 11poa this central point she builds her 
faith ; .frum it abe derives her hope of glory here and here
after ; and by it she squares her eon duct in strict j uatice 
and universal charity.•• 

First, upon. this central point, the lorJe of God, Masonry 
builds her faith, and derives her hope. If, says the true 
Mason, as the true Christian, if God made me, preserves 
me, and hath redeemed me ; it is a sufficient proof of his 
love, and he will everlastingly save me. If for me, as in 
the present season, the sun renews his strength, the 
aoutliern breezes blow, and the western showers distil 
their moistening dews upon the earth ; what is this but 
the voice of my beloved saying to me, "Arise, my love, 
my fair one, and come away, for lo ! the winter is past, the 
r&lD is over and gone, the flowers appear on the earth, 
the time of the singing of birds is come, and the voice of 
the turtle of peace is heard in our land ; the fig tree put
teth forth her green figs, and the vines, with the tender 
grape, give a good smell : arise, my love, my fair one, 
and come away." And to this lan$uage faith makes her 
triumphant answer : " My beloved 11 mine, and I am hia. 
Away with every desponding thought, away with every 
distre88iog fear ; this 1s my beloved, and this is my friend, 
0 daushter of Jerusalem!" This is masonic as well as 
Christian faith ; this is masonic as well as Christian 
hope. 

greea are mil:ed-the first includi~ brethren of all the symbolical 
dejJreeB, some higher and aome lower 10 Muonry than others, and COD88-

CJ.UeDtly masonic equality is not found there. The Muter Muon is coo
mdered to be under a WODF. obligation to hia brother of an rqual 
d411Jre8, than to one of an inferior degree. Now in a lodge of M88tert, 
all stand upon the same level ; all are equally near and equally distant ; 
88 the central point of the circle is equalll near and equally distant from 
the circumference. Hence a Masters' loctge is opened on the centre. 

II Tbe Abb6 Pioche gi'fea a curious ill118tration of this doctrine. "In 
China aa well 88 in France," aaya this writer, "the gardener who ~ 
a metched line to turn roUDd a pin stuck in the ground, and the geome
ter who makes one of the legs of hia com~ turn roUDd the otller leg 
bed to a point, are both equall1 sell8ible that all the pointe of the circle 
drawn are at the same distance from the centre, becaUBe that distance iD 
a strait line is always eitber of the le~ of the I!ID1e line, or of the aame 
opening of the compaaaea. It is expenmentally and nniveraally true, thM 
tile distances iD a strait line that tally with a common measure, are equal 
to one another. God aloDe contains thia and all other wthl, Iince tbeJ 
ue u lmmatable and eternal 88 he himlelf." 
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Again,-by or frma this point, namely, the loee '![ Gol, 
Jla&Omy forms the square of all her conduct, in strict 
justice and universal charity. My beloved brethren, 
metbinka u this is the second time you have invited me 
to the pleasing employment of addressing you in the 
ucred temple of the common Father of all, u a minister 
of God, and u a brother in the royal Order of Masonry, 
I may aafely claim the privilege of speaking freely and 
faithfully; and as you must know I speak affectionately, 
you will, I trust, without offence, perPJ.it the following 
plain question. Do you, then, u men, u ChriBtians, and 
as Masons, build your faith upon, and derive r.our hope 
from, that central point of all true ChriBtiamty, and of 
all true Masonry, the lmJe of God 11 Then how will you 
excuse yourselves if you square not your whole conduct 
in strict justice and universal charity ?17 As men, yo11 
ought to know, that justice and charity are the only true 
effects of natural religion ; u ChriBtians, you must know, 
that they are the only true effects of that most excellent 
religion, the revealed religion of the goepel ; and u 
Masons, if ye have ever worked, with any good effect, in 
any of the separate or united lodges, to which you belong, 
you muat assuredly know, that in all the bonds by which 
we are united, in all the lectures we receive from our 
W. Muter, and in all the exercises by which we en
deavour either to amuse, instruct, or benefit each other, 
strict justice, and universal charity, form the oath,u the 

1' Th• the ancient chargee, in the directiolll for bebanour towards a 
ltrange brother, illltruct the ftaternit7" to examine him in such a method 
as pradenoe ahall direct, that you may not be impoaed upon b7 a false 
aucr an ignorant preteoder, whom rou are to reject with oontempt and 
derilion, and beware of giving him any hints of knowledge. But if f01l 
diacover him to be a true and genuine brother, you are to respect him 
aeoordiogly ; and if he is in want, rou must relieYe him if. you can, or 
elae direct him how he may be relieved. You must employ him 801118 
days, or else reoommeod him to be employed. Bat fOil are not chargee! 
to do beyond your ability ; only to prefer a~ brother that is a gOod 
man aocf true, before any other poor peo_ple lD the same circumatan081." 

18 An oath always contained an appeal to the Deity, and is now eolem
nized and attested on the Holy Scriptures. The mode of swearing 
amougat the Arabs that live in tents, u the patriarchs did of old, is to 
pat dieir right hand upon the Koran, which they support with their left. 
Some are of opinion that the same custom was in 1188 amongst the patri
archs, and that the oath waa made with the right hand upon, and tlie left 
hand UDder, the thigh of tile periOD tendering it; althoUgh it ia ~ 
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principle, the lientiment, and the labour of the Free and 
the Accepted Kaaon. 

My beloved brethren, suft'er the word of A~olic 
exhortation, "Let rwt your good be eril 1p0lcen tf.' The 
first trait of strict justice of a trve Mason is loyalty, 
fidelity, and ready zeal in the support of our king and 
constitution ; and an earnest looking forward that nothing 
may supplant the pleasing wish, which must glow in 
every true Mason's heart, m.z., that when it shall please 
the King of Kings to remove, to the summit of eternal 
glory, his present majesty, he may place and establish. 
upon the throne of these kingdoms, the Grand Muter of 
our royal Order, George, the Prince of Wales. The 
second trait of the strict justice of a trw Mason is, the' 
true snbmi88ion, of every mferior of our Order, to hia 
snperior; and brotherly kindness of every superior to his 
inferior.18 And the third and lut trait I &ball, for the 
aake of brevity, express in the language of scripture, viz. 
to do to all otken, a• u:e wUh aU otken to do to "'· This is· 
the law and the prophets of scripture, to men and Chria
tians; and these, believe me, are the rules and orders of 
all true Masonry. 

The universal charity of a Muon is like the charity 
of the Mason's God, and his God is the God of love. 
Consider the extent of the love of God, and that only, 
according to his degree, is the extent of masonic chari
ty. In the broad circle of his affections, he encloser· 
all mankind; he, like the God of love, looks throup 
at&tion, clime, and colour, and with one wish of univenal 

ble tbat Abraham'• Berftllt 11r0re with one hand UDder hll mut.er'a · 
tl~Wh, lllld the other lltretched out towards heaven. 
--~ The order& in this respect are, that no brother shall speak twice OJi 
tile 8IID8 queetiou, uDle in explauation ; and that. every one who apeakl 
a11aU rille and remain atanding, addi'Eaing himeelf to the Grand Muter; 
nor aball 1111y brother preeume to interrupt him, uDle he lhaJl be W'ID
deriug from the point, or the Grand Muter shall think fit to caD him to 
Older ; but, after he has been aet right, he may proceed, if he obeerve due· 
order aud deeorum. If any member Bhall have 1leeD twice oalled to order 
for ~ug these rulee, aDd ahall, DeTerthelees, be guilty of a tldrd 
c6Dce at the ar.id meeting, the Grand Kuter aball peremptorily com
mand him to quit the lodge for that meeting ; and wlloenr aball be 10 
1IDIDUODIC as to his at a brother, or what he has aid, shall be forthwith 
IICiemnl:r excluded the OommuDication, and declared incapable or being . 
a maaber ofuy Graad Lodge, till, at another timt', he publiel)' acboW· 
..... hJI fAJ.t, aud Ia pardoDed. 

6 
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good-will, he wishea well to all mankind. With the com
paaa of hill mind he meaa~res and draws the square of his 
conduct; and within that square,• having honestly })ro
vided for those of his own household, he forms his httle 
angles of benevolence and charity, to the distre88ed of all 
communities. Nor can he po88ibly see any brother cold, 
or naked, or hungry, or thirsty, or sick, or in prison, and 
not exert his utmost, to minister unto him the nece8118J'Y 
relief. He visit~! the fatherle88 and the widow; not out 
of idle curiosity, to know the extremity of distre88; but 
from the impulse of a loving heart, to cherish and to 
relieve. He searches out the secret and concealed cot
tages of distress ; pours the balm, and oil, and wine of 
consolation into the bosom of sorrow, afHiction, and mis
ery ; and through the influence of the love of God, and 
of his brother, he thus keeps himself unspotted from the 
evil of the world. This, as a minister of God. I aver is 
true religion; this I aver, as a Mason, is the principle of 
all true and undisguised Masonry, ar;ad the conduct of 
every true Mason; and this I advise 8f1 a brother, and as 
a friend, to all, go yea.'"' do liketoile.11 

111 Evei'J well governed lodae is fttrnished with the Holy Bible, the 
Square, and the Compasees. the Bible is dedicated to God ; the Square 
to the Master; and the Compaaaes to the Craft. 'fhe former, I>ec.uae it 
Ia the moet inestimable gill or God to man ; the Square is IISiligned to 
the Muter u the emblem or hia oftloe, and the Compa~~B to the Craft, 
becaaae by a due attention to their oae they are taught to circlliii8Cribe 
their desires, and keep their passions within due bounds. 

• An opponent to Masonry in the United Stata, during the ,Morgan 
persecution or the Order, thna speaks or the amazing inftuence which the 
excellent principlal or :Muonry bad secured amongst aU ranlra and cf&. 
ecriptions or men. .. During the lut cent.ary the {lOWer or Masolll'1 over 
the "human mind and its destinies h88 been prodi.glona. It bowed to no 
BQ~Or; it aabowledged no rival; it claimed every thing, and yielded 
nothing. It demandecJ a recognition or its pretensioDI, homage to ita 
consequence, and implicit belief in all the principlal it eat.ablished or pre
rogatives i* 88Billlled. So lo~ 88 it obviously tfansgreaaed no rnles of 
right; neither invaded law, liberty, nor eocial jnatice, there were no BD
picions or its moral or political tendency. Then, it made ita way, unio
terrnpted, to the good opinion of the public. Courtesy to certain ol ita 
moet respectable members secured it celebrity, favor, and respect. Ite 
errora were puaed over 88 venial ; even its abeurd aelf-recommendati0111 
ancl praiae, which, comi~ from anything elee, would have called down 
11pon it a torrent or mented ridicule and contempt, were permitted to 
escape ; and under the fostering care of a culpable cztdnlity it enlarget 
itself, grew strong, and spread ite roota and branch~ until it extracted 
the very nutriment from whatever W1ll within ita infllteoce, and hecla 
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Supreme and eternal ~eing! thou source of everlaa~ 
ing ~erfection ! essence of love ! look down with com
paaston upon the degenerate offsprine- of thy creative 
power; and let thy Holy Spirit in this happy moment 
of 'Vlaffected adoration worK all thy work of grace and 
mercy upon every heart. Thou knowest our impover
ished state; and blessed be. thy mercy, thou lamentett 
our degeneracy from thine own lovely nature; thou will· 
eat not the death of any sinner, but hadst rather that all 
should return, repent, and live for ever. 

Gracious God! it is only thou who didst create, that 
canst effectually redeem and save. It is only thou who 
hut made the heart, that canst alone renew it, to ita first 
lovely, loving nature. It is only thou who didat breathe 
within us the breath of immortal life, and gaveat 1ia to be 
possessol"'l' of immortal spirits, who canst restore those 
apirita to their original purity. View, 0 heavenly, holy 
Father! view with pity and compassion our fallen de
generacy; and with all that divine energy with which 
thou didst create us pure, restore us again to that origi
nal purity. Take away every hardened heart of stone, 
and give unto us the more pliant substitute, a heart of 
flesh. Curb within the reins of thy tender power and 
mercy, all the evil propensities of our degenerated na
ture. Convince us of the deep depravity of our fallen 
SJ?irits. Convince us, that in that fall, we fell from hap
pmess, because we departed from thee--the source of 
purity-the fountain of tme felicity. Above all, convince 
us, that at a distance from Thee, and in a change from 
thy likeness, our misery is unavoidably certain, inter
changeably sure. And may this influence our minds to 
be troly in earnest in the work of an immediate repent
ance, and an eager return to thee, our forsaken Friend 
and Father. Unite us to thyself in every bond of faith
fulness, affection, gratitude, and love. Purify our hearta 
from every strange and unholy affection. May the love 
of the world, and the love of every sin be rooted out 
from every bosom ; and our hearts made the abiding re
ceptacles of thine Holy Spirit, with all ita divine and 

ao ftrmly established that it mncied neither time, nor effort, nor power, 
nor combination eonld destro7 it." 
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holy atrectioDL And thua apin reetored to the actual 
!JJ.,rciae of Iovins thee, may we love each other with a 
pure and distingu11hed aifeetioa. As men, u Christiana, 
and u holy brethren, may the interest and happineu, 
'&Qth apiritual and tem~ral, of each other, influence Ul 
to the exercise of every friendly, Christian, and masonic 
aet of charity, benevolence, and love; that while travel
ling through this wildemeu world, we may contract all 
~0118 holr. tempen, all those pious habits, which alone 
.,.n conatitute ua suitable inhabitants of that holy state, 
where iniquity, and the IODI of iniquity, can have no ad
xni.Nion, where the labours of our 8arthly lodge shall be 
~ au~ed with an eternal rest, and where our soula 
iball be completely solaced with the sweet and pleasant 
~eahment of pure, unaullied love, of luting and un
•b~tiDg felicity. We beg it for ourselves and others, 
througll iibe all-prevailing merits of the Lord J esua Christ, 
our Advocate, Mediator, and Redeemer. ~ cwl A-. . ' 
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II.ABONS OUGHT TO BE VIRTUOUS. 

PBBA.CBBD A.T DA.JlTJI'OBD, JIA.T 16, 1796, A.T TD .unn
VBB.ll.UlT PROVINCIAL GB.A.ND LODQB JI'Oil TBII OOVJI'l'T 
011' J[BNT • 

• Ltl 1101 "* JIIU' Good "-..... qf." 
BoJUD m.I&. 

l'r il thou~ht a very wile conclusion lrith eome, that 
there il no aecret in :Masonry ;1 because, after ao many 
men of di1Ferent eharaetera, abilities, and diapoeitioJli, 
have entered into the union, we yet boast our aeetet 
undiacovered to all but :MaiOne. How fsr this wise con
eln~rion will hold good to prove that there really il no 
aeeret in the Royal Art, I shall leave to common lellle to 
decide, lrithout any attempt either to refute or ueert to 
the contraty. Others, still leu charitable than the for
mer are wise, are fully persuaded, and therefore positively 
uaert it, that the secret must be most deplorably wicked, 
or it would be even our dvty, according to our great pro
fellions of good-will to men, to diacover it to tlie woild ~ 

• '1'hil is about the ..n..t CODCI1111loD u which au llDIDitatecl ~ 
CID arriYe ; becaase it precl'ud• all ~ trouble iD ..roJaJDr 
lor that whieb it il imptaible to diaeover but bJ ~ brltiatfOD. 
In all age. claarlataua aDd impoeton have elldeaYOiarecf to )n'04t bJ a pr(>. 
t.ed exposure ofiiiUODic aecreta • and, from Pritchard down to OariBe 
in this OOIUlil'y, from Perau to B;.hle in Franoe and Germany, aDd tile 
...,.,.tiooa of llorp.D, A.llefll, and Benard in the UDited Stat., what 
do they amount to t Ablolutely to aeitber more nor ._ t.Mn an ~ 
JDOal aYowal of brobo oathe and a violated faith ; for the pabHc are DO 
'Wiler than they 1nl"6 Wore an;r of thele attempts were ~ • 
...w.oap each .ad 6Yf111 ODe of ill-. Willi iDflated" with tile ftbi hope ';J lettiif a 111!11 oo the downf'al of the instUutioo. 

• all ~~GNU .... wicbd tbM .... DOt. ctilolmred to tM wwld, wW 
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but this a111ertion, without my aaistanee, will easily re
fute itself; and, I hope, my brethren, all our masonic 
conduct adds refutation to it. For I would ask, what 
society, whose bands of union were bands of wickedness, 
would always choose the good and the virtuous only, to 
add to its numbers 'P Surely the wicked most generally 
chooee the wicked for their companions, and for this very 
reason, that they may avoid the pain of conscious blush, 
in the discovery of their"iniquity. But in Masonry it is 
quite the contrary ; and none, if known, but the mrtawu, 
the lume.t, and the J!O(Jd, can, according to the laws of 
.Masonry, be admitted amongst us.' • 

Methinks upon this assertion, we receive from the 
world, who are not yet Masons, a question for our con
aideration, and however severe it may be felt, I cannot 
but confe88 that the reason for this question is very fre
quently too just; the question is: are, then, all Masons 
good men fl 

From the supposition of this question-for it has been 
frequently put to me by those who are unenlightened in 
Masonryt-I shall work upon my text for the present dis
course, in the following manner : . 

I will first briefly answer this general question for the 
aatisfaction of the enquirers ; and then to you, my 
brethren, I will endeavour to consider itt import, first, 
by way of reproof, to any whose conduct may have given 

' will the ecolrer, or the objector to Freemuonry on aooount or itsaecrecy 
•1 to the mysteries of GOd's providence, of which the world is very pro
perly iporant? 

1 This reuon is exeellent, and reqnirell no oomment ; and hence it il 
that our lodges are 80 very pt.rticW&r &bout the admiasion of caodidata. 

4 The Grand Lodll8 is 80 careful to provide a.gWnst tho admission of 
UDWorthy persons, tliat it has decreed that any person who baa been ooo
C81'11ed in making a Mason clandestinely, or in a 1~ which is not a 
regqlar lodae. or for 8IDall and unworthy collliderations, or who b. 
aaiated in foriniDfl' any new Lodge without the Grand Kaster's authori· 
ty, cannot be admitted as a visitor into any lodge. 

• In cues like this, men are ever ready to snhsti.tute ezceptio118 for 
nl81, and to condemn an excellent institution, beoaue of tbe em eDID
ple of an erring individual. 

• Thia charge against the Order was much more frequently urged a* 
the time wbeli Bro. Inwood wrote than at preaent, when instaDcea of i' 
are more rare. It will be impoalible tral7 to aamt that we have no 
unwortl17 Masons aDlOIIp~ ua. but they are less DIUIIel'OUI than what are 
contaiDed in other societies, which have no pnacribed code of morals for 
their rnide. 
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ooouion to such a question, and, secondly, by way of 
general advice and future warning to the community at 
large. And, with this intention, may the Great Architect 
of the U oiverse look down upon the meanest of his 
workmen, and so direct him in the wisdom of his plan, 
and furnish him with good materials, that the whole 
building of masonic science, and masonic labour, may be 
so fitly framed together, as to manifest itself to every 
beholder, as having strength and duration unparalleled 
and unequalled ; and beauty and ornament unnvalled in 
the universe.7 

Firat, to the enquirers of this close and important 
enquiry. Are all Ma~~om good men? And before I pro
ceed with my discourse, I must be~ to premise, that all 
must expect to find me a very plam workman, one who 
has been always accustomed to raise very homely fabrics, 
upon plain basements and very broad foundations.• And 
though I may formerly have studied the ornamental 
orders of scientific architecture, I shall now leave them 
to the finishing stroke of workmen of superior talents, 
and begin my present labour in my usual style of plain 
workmanship. I answer the question proposed, then, with 
this plain and homely negative ; all Ma&Otll are not good 
Men.• The laws of politeness and civility, you Juiow, 

' This pious aspiration baa been realiBed in the increasing parin aud 
tmteusioo ofthe Order, which bas apre.d itBelf over the whOle hab1table 
globe, aud includes m&DY of the lrieEBt aud beat UDongst the h11Dl&D 

~: worthy brother is too modest here ; his work is excellent, aDd 
aal.colated to be of service to the craft throughout all time. N othiug 
can exceed the piety aod truthfulneea which 18 found in these able cfi&. 
coaliK'tl ; they breathe the parest doctrines of M.asonry, aDd convey a 
lively description of its morality aod brotherly love. 

• There is a curious instance of muonic imposture recorded in "Moore's 
American Maeonic ~ne," Tol. iv., p. 134., which will llhow the 
acuteneea of aome mocli: MasoDB : "The lodge at Lynch burgh, V a., 
r.llowed themselves to be duped of a large amount of cliarity b:y a man 
who crJied himself Jacobi, who, if they had examined the prOceeilinp of 
the Grand Lodge of Virginia for 1832, they would have found reported 
as a suspended .Mason. Take a1ao the following example of baielaced 
imposture, r.ddrealled to the Editor of the London " FreemaaoDI' Quar-
terly Review," Grand Hotel, Piur.a, Covent Garden, .April 29, 1839: 
Mr. Ediwr.-Permit an old tDOTlman to •Y a word or two in favour of 
hie brother labourers. I am a stranger in England, but have had the b&J). 
pineas to visit once or twice the Loclae of Good Report, No. 158. ll 
the promulgation of the delightful ana rational enjoyment of the visit 
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alwar• e~pt the preii8Ilt company, when ceuaure and 
reproof ia the obeervation ; and God forbid that I should 
be supposed as judging any man, or even be thought to 
'utpect any of my present audience aa worthy so severe 
a cepsure. No, my friends, I come not here to judge, 
but to advite ; not to censure, but to counsel ; not to 
condemn, but to warn ; if conscience agreea with my 
$nswer, which I have giv~n to the world's question, that 
ia another thing i and I would also advise, let conscience 
perform ita own work, whilst I perform mine, then will 
the aennon have ita due etrect.10 

Yo~ perceive, then, I am a plain workman, for I must 
repeat my answer, and experience, I fear, too fatally 
confirms the same, that all Maaom are 'lot good ... 
Where, then, it may perhaps be further asked, where 
does thia defect in the maaooic fabric originate Y I 
anawer, like all other defects, it may arise from many 
different causes; but I aver, at the same time, it cannot 
arise from Masonry itself. No! Masonry, ul">a the 
word of a Christian minister, speaking in thts most 
sacred place, and before that sacred Deity who ia the 
perfection of all truth and abominates all falsehood, 
Masonry is, in all ita principles, in all ita law1, and in 
all its ordinance1, pure aa the unclouded sky, bright u 
the unspotted aun. 

~ to lhall illduoe emulation in the IICI'ed e&llll of Jlucmry iD t.be 
Llldlre of Good Bepor~ then, Sir, I am amply repaid. I am, I:Jir, .to., 
vt. ~.B., Put Kuter, Frieodly Loda'e, Albany, N.Y., United Stat&" 
!low i~ Ia mdeu~ tha~ if t.be Lodge of Oood Report had required a Grand 
Lodp aertificate or Bro. W. B. B., Put llaat.er of FrieDdly Lodge a& 
.Albau, they would not have beeo impoeed on, Iince there ia not, and 
~ Lu beeD, each a 1ocJBe at Albany. We llhould not be llll'Jiriaed, 
however, if thia Bailie W. B. B. were the poor brother, WilliaDi Bird, 
,ho lately 'rieited Bosto11, aod impoeed upon ua by hia geutlemanly JD&Do 
_.. aod plauaible tat., 10 that ~ apnpathl overpowered our re10lutioa 
to be strict in requiring a Grauel Lodge certiftcat.e. 'l'hilllll&ll proeeeded 
tO New York, by our UliBtauoe, where he lo881llll8ll the Dame he had pre
mualy ued there-Cbarle& Roeeberry. We Jllllld oD11 add, that at Parle 
he wu known ae M. --; at Louisville, Ky., by the name of Bird; 
aod M he hu been a traveller over a large portion of Europe aDd N ortb 
.4.Jieriea, it ia quite probable he may bl.ve been known to ou weatena 
brethren under 10me other nomrM d• 6111"'·" 

· 11 Bow truiy IIIUODic iB thiB beauuful observation I it muat have IIUIIk 
Into the haarta or all the audieuoe, whether llaBODI or DOt ; aDd DODe 
could dQpvt from J,wiug llllCh a amon without being willer aDd bet&er 
IJMil. 
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But, my friends, aa the best apology I can make for 
Masonry having ita defective membera, I would refer 
you to that system which angels admire, and which 
transfers its real members immediately to glory; yea, I 
would refer you to the gospel of Jesus Christ, and ask. 
in my tum, are all Christians in reality, who bear that 
holy profe88ion 7 or, to word this questiOn similar to the 
other, are all who call themselves Christiana good men Y 
Axe there not, in that society to which the very world 
eagerly unites itself, baptized infidels Y Are there no~ 
free-thinkers and free-livers in the most de~raved aenae 
of all these apellatioll8 Y But, is Christiamty a system 
of drunkenne88, because there are drunken Christiana Y11 

Is Christianity a system of vice and debauchery, becau~e 
some of its members are whoremongers and adulterers Y 
Ia it a system of rapine, theft, and pillage, becauae some 
of ita members are dishonest, and plunder and defraud 
one another 7 Is it a system of revenge, of malice, and 
of cruelty, because some of its membera hate, and bite, 
and devour one another Y Is it a ayatem of uncharitable
ness, because some of its members are covetous, and 
miserly, and deny all relief to their moat needy brethren 7 
Ia it a system of falsehood and defamation, because 
amongst its members there are liars, evil speakers, busy 

" The apology usuall~ in behalf of meh cbancten is, that 
they injure no one but vs ; but t.be excuae ia incorrect, for they 
do a. P,&t iJVory to society by their example. The author of ".All 
Expositiou of Vulgar Errors," baa well 8J:1)I'elllled this lll!lltimeDt. " If a 
man grew to a rock like a limpet, thell mig"ht he haply be hie own eMmJ 
without my great harm to hie neighboura ; but be wllo liftth in IOCielf, 
aDd faileth to perform hia p&rt • ht in the etatiOD llligned to him, dotla 
an that in him lieth to deetro~ body politic. He who ill delivered 
over to vice aDd drunk~or aeh, beb:ig interpreted, ill tbe meauing 
of 11 Bf!Od ft!llotD who il onl1J. hil otm -~ a bed ~ to hil 
depeiidanta ; aquaDdereth Ilia fortune 011 unworthy objects, to tDe neglect 
of an that he might aDd ought to haTe doae towards tbe reliel aDd ~ 
Ymoe of the deaerving ; plungeth his !i':l: into cti8icultiM ; grievet.b, 
ehametb, aDd perhaps l!taneth than j • his health, 10 18 to make 
himaelf a burtben to thoae about him; aDd finally, after haYing beeD a 
b.d citizen, a bad master, a bad h111bud, a bad father, linbtA into tbe 
graTe with a 11001 10 irreconn.bly poilloned by habita of EIIIUlity .a 
gross earthlinella, that it would seem rather lit to rot with ita p~ 
oompenion, than to enter into my regiOD of apiritaaliled a:iateDca. ADit 
thla man, who hath fullil1ed no one duty, but on the contrary hath lpnld 
around him a dank ..tm.wnhere of aiD, ill called 11 good fiiiJqw, IDerely 
because be hath done~ with m air of 1'8Ckla gaiety which llloweil 
• uU.abeeace of my WiDg fortbe being8 be,..~-- hh,. 
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bodies, tatlers, tale bearers, false witnesses, and the like 7 
Surely no ! the conduct of professors can never justly 
condemn any syatem, nor can the practice of particular 
individual& caat any juat censure upon any entire com
munity ; for if this were the case, away goea Christianity 
itaelf-who could defend it? Judge of it. by ita professors, 
and what tongue or pen could be employed in its com
mendation ?11 

Muonry, if I may be allowed the comparison in this 
sacred place, dedicated only to the gospel-has a right 
to plead for the same tender caution before those who, 
not being of its community, are inclined to censure it, 
from the conduct of its individual members.11 View it 
in ita caution&, and it admits none, knowingly, but the 
virtuous and the ~ood. View it in its nature, and it has 
nothing in its institution but what both the law of Moses 
and of Christ will fully allow, and universally sanction ; 
and those who preside in the initiation of its candidates 
must either be deceived by others, or moat vilely betray 
their own most sacred trust, if any man who 1s a bad 
husband, a bad father, a bad neighbour, or a bad citizen, 
is ever admitted into the Order of Masonry. The recom-

u Bro. O'Ryan, who is a Roman Catholic Freem880n, re-echOEI8 thet!e 
aentiment& He says : " Thrice is he armed that hath his quarrel just; 
and for the Maaonic Order, righteoosness forms a panoply ~inst which 
the shafts of mlumny fall blunted. Christianity was M&blished despite 
of persecution ; the edict of the tyrant and the axe of the executioner 
were vaiDly exerted to check ita l>~ or procure ita annihilation ; and 
F'rwmaMmr!J, tDh.idl. il Chriltio.nrty tn iU pv.rut form, cannot be checked 
in ita onward pro~ by any ingenuity which malice may exert, or any 
aopbistry which mwepreeentation may employ ; italrofe!sors practically 
obeerviug the advice contained in the words of the postle Paw : ' Now 
I beeeecll you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you 
all speak Ule same thinlf, and that there be no divisions among you, but 
that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same 
judgment.' ln union there ill ever strength, and where can more perfect 
union be found than among us? Unanimity prevails in our 8B8emblies 
-religion lends her eolemn sanction to our m~,!!~hilanthropy ill 
inculcated by our precepts-universal charity to · is enjoined by 
our la--..Dd in the boot of divine revelation is inscribed the constitu
tion of the Order, which, resting on such a basis, defies either secret 
workiiJ88, or open assault." 

11 The ancient chargtlll direct the brethren to be cautious in their words 
and caniage, that the most penetrating stranger shall not be able to 
discover or find o11t what ill not proper to be intimated ; and aometimea 
they are to divert a discourse and ma.nage it prudently for the honor ol 
the fratA!rnity. 
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mendation of every candidate cometh deliberately from 
some brother; and woe be to the betraying Judas of any 
family ! The admission is afterwards {lUt to the secret 
vote of the whole of that society to which the candidate 
offers himself as a member; and woe be to every member 
who gives his consent, through interest, caprice. or per
sonal friendship, while his conscience gives his bosom 
the blush of treachery to his society, and unfaithfnlness 
to the masonic community.I4 

Farther, however, we have to observe, that a deception 
in admiBSion, may not be the only reason, why every 
Mason is not a good man. There may be in Masonry, 
as there has been in Christianity, a falling away, or a 
fading in the characteristic goodness of many of ita 
members. Many a one hath been admitted with the 
best proofs of a good, a faithful, and a well substantiated 
character.· Their name was beauty, and their actions 
praise.15 The poor man bleaaed him in the gate of the 
city; he was a Job in the excellency of charity. The 
nation boasted of him as a faithful citizen ; in his person,· 
in his heart, and in his property, he obeyed its laws, be 
fought ita battles, he gloried in ita constitution. Bia 
children drew good and pleasant nourishment from him, 
as the cluster of grapes araws sweetness from the vine ; 
and shone in garments as the branch in its foliage, or the 
rose in ita bloSBom. His wife was happy in the faithful 
tenderness of his union. His neighbours were pleasant 
in his cheerful and friendly society. And Masonry itself 

It No ~ can be made a Muon in, or admittAld a member o( a 
lodge, if on the ballot three black balls appear agaiDst him. Some 
lodges require a unanimous vote ; but the ll.wa of Muonry will not 
allow any peraon to be initiated if tbere are three black balls apinlt 
him. 

II On this point Bro. Town truly aya, " we know tbe ground ou whicli 
we ataod, the tanple in which we dwell, and the rock on which our a. 
10nic fathers 10 deeply imbedded ita pillan. Tbe main point to whieh 
our attention should be dilected ia, the practical exemplification of oar 
public profeasion, in aurh conatut acta of brot.berly love, beDevolence, 
IDd charity, aa ahall prevent the r1101t evil, BDd aecure to the world t.be 
greatest amount of gOod. Profea~ion only, reeemblea t.be talent hid in a 
napkin. Inspired wisdom justifies men in ·~the tree b ita fruit. 
Tlie excellency or the Cruit giv• viaible an~ positive proof of the good
Deal or the tree. More roll and clear demouatrationa of the moraliOUDd
- of muonio principles, in the abltract, cannot be giveo, than haa a 
tbouaDd times been dooe." 
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bouted the uprightneu, the constancy, and the integrity 
of hia brotherhood. 

Bat now, alu! perhaps, all have reuon to lament, in 
the language of tlie moumfol prophet, how is the fine 
gold become dim! how are the mighty in virtue fallen! 
The poor, perhaps, by his fall and defection from ben~ 
volenee to eovetouaneaa, beg, in vain, the needy monel.• 
Hia country feels him u a public vulture, or a crawling 
snake, tearing out the vitals of ita constitution, or 
poisoning with every evil principle its more ignorant and 
unwary members. In his own family he baa exchanged 
the characters of husband and father, for the unfaithful 
tyrant and unnatural deserter. In his neighbourhood, 
by hia fall from virtue, be is shunned as disgraceful, and 
avoided u danserous ; and in his lodge, he is become a 
peat to the aoc1ety, a disgrace to the fratemity.1' 

Such changes, you must all be aeDJible, are not unfre
quent in all the societies of this changing, transitory 
world ; and Masonry baa not been free from these mor
tifying wounds, these sore disgraces. But, my friends, 
whether such disasters should justly stigmatize the 
system itself, or whether such defective members should 
reaaonably disgrace the community at large, I leave to 
the decision of common sense, and the judgment of can
dour; for I doubt not there is much of both in this 

11 Happily such iostances are not common, although they do aometillltll 
occur ; aDd theJ are melancholy proofil of the weak and ullltable nature 
of mao. As the1 are occuiooally found in all claaaee of society, it il 
not to be expected that Masonry is altogether free from their operation; 
aod heoce our reverend brother, who brinlf& forward with a oold and 
tearl• haod every cue of masonic impropr1ety, that the world may be 
at no 10111 to form a correct judgment, does not he&itate to acknowledge 
tho cuual existence of such dereliction& from purity and goodnesa aa 
have been ao well deacribed in the text. 

11 A more fatal result even than this awaited such conduct in the 
Stmrio1111 F'reemlleonry, u ma7 be gathered from the caae of Diagoraa the 
1lelian. He irritated the pr1eeta by divulging, in his discolll'tle8 and his 
writings, the aecreta or the mysterie.-the people by breaki~ the statuee 
of the gods--and all Greece by publicly denying their ex1stence. A 
general clamour was raised againat him, and his very name became a 
ta-m of reproach. The magistrates of Athe1111 cited him before their 
tribunal, and p111'81led him f'rom city' to city. A talent waa promised to 
any one who ilhould bring his head, and two talents if he were brought 
alive ; and to ~te the memory of this decree, it wu engraven on 
a brum oolumn. Diagoraa find!IIJf !lO place of refuge in Greeee, em
barked OD board a. V81111el, and perislled by shipwreck. 
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•u.dience, even amongat thoae who are yet atranpre i8 
)laaonry. 

I shall now proceed to the second part of my discoUft8, 
~amely, to exhort more particularly you, my brethren, 
to be peculiarly careful, not only in this present moment, 
but in all your future tmdertakinga, not to let your good 
be evil spoken of. It was the punctual practice, I doubt 
not, in each and every of thoae societies into which you 
have been admitted, that due care waa taken, by all the 
presiding ofticen, that you were well and truly recom
mended, by some brother, who88 truth and faithfulne111 
was fully confided in, as posaeuing every characteristic 
of a good and virtuoua man, before you received your 
initiation into the Royal Craft.11 If, then, iD this recom
mendation, there was any deception, either your own 
conscience was engaged in the deception of your friend, 
who recommended you ; or he w.ho recommended you 
had his conscience engaged in deceiviDg the community 
at large. A state of mind this, my friends, no ways 
desirable, could you or your friend have gained the 
world by such a bargain.1" And though the community 
may truly lament ita unfortunate p011888ion and acquire
ment of such members; yet the system itself, pure aa 
the unclouded sky, still retaina all ita native purity f" 

18 The aooieot gothic charges were particalarly ~~ ~ 
the admiaaion of members ; lit.~ it clown 18 a ftmdamental principle 
that " all preferment amongst ns is grounded upon real worth and 
peraonal merit ooly, that tlie brethren be not put to Bhame, nor the royal 
ftft despised;" and therefore it was atrict.ry enjoiDed that DO offiCer, 
whether Master or Warden, ahall be choeen by 118Diority, but for bill 
merit alone. 

• Tbia state of things is part17 guarded ..raiJI8t by the system of GraDd 
Lodge certiftcafAlll ; and for this pu~ ibe constitntio118 direct tha~ 
" every brother who ia made a Mason shall be furnished with a GraDd 
Lodile certificate, immediatel u n his being ~ in the books of 
the Grand Lodge, and for w\i:' certi1lcate tbe 1?T VZ~e':1 six ahil
Jinp and sixpence. No certificate or recommendation UDder uy 
circumatancell, be given by a lodge, or by the officers or member:a of a 
lod«e, to enable any Mason to proceed from lodge to lodge 18 a pauper, 
or fn an itinerant III&DD8I' to apply for relief." 

• The l()(]gea are cautioned to be particularly careful in registering tbe 
D&1llt!8 of the brethren initiated therein, and &lao in matiDg the retnrna 
of its members, 18 DO penon ia entitled to partake of the geDenl ~~ 
unJeea hia name be duly registered. To prevent injuey to indirid 
b7 their beiDa' ucluded from any pri~ through the ~lect of their 
JOdBea e11J iro&ber, OD produciJII eafllaieot proof that h8 W piWlthe 
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and if through your means it is evil spoken of, the wound 
will rankle in your own bosom, but Masonry itself will 
remain unpolluted. 

To fulfil, however, the oue great intention of our annual 
meeting, I shall spend the rest of those few minutes, 
which remain to our present exercise, in stirring up your 
pure minds, by way of putting you in remembrance of 
those moral engagements which, as men, by the laws of 
Chrietianity,11 you are fully engaged to perform, and 
which, as. Masons, by the laws of Masonry, you are bound 
most solemnly to fulfil.21 

Firat, as citizens of the world, let not your good he 
evil spoken o£ Love, as it is the transcript of the Deity, 
and the fulfiJment of all the laws of God, so also is it the 
universal banner of our royal Order. This ~arment, 
which an inspired apostle, in the system of Chnstianity, 
says, covereth a mufti tude of sins, extends, in the system 
of Masonry, its flowing borders also, and hides from the 
eye of censure and disgust the more manifest defects of 
all mankind; and either with endearing complacency, or 
with tender pity, unites in the arms of fraternal affection, 
the blackened Ethiopian, or the whiter European ; the 
unconverted Jew, or the more ignorant and unenlighten
ed Mahometan; .and as of one blood, all are formed by 

full fees Ul his lodge, shall be capable of enjoying the privileges of the 
craft ; and the offending lodge sbaU be reported Ul the board of general 
p11rpoees, and rigorously proceeded against, for detaining monies which 
are the property of the Grand Lodge. (Constitutions. Of private 
lod.r:!.) 

Paley speab of " the revelation of Christianity aa distinct from 
Christianity iteelf; and says that the dilpm&ation may already,bef.llliwr. 
IIJl. That part of mankind which never heard of Christ's name, may 
nevertheless be redeemed, that is, placed in a better condition with 
respect Ul their future state, by his interposition ; may be objects of his 
benlJni~ and intercession as well as ot the propitiawry virtue of his 
paaaton.' This may also illnatrate the universality of .Masonry. 

• In an address before the Grand Lodge of Kentuc;ky, in 1844, by the 
Rev: .M. Heukle, the morality of Masonry is thus explatned. The orator 
said that it not only " requires us to deal justly with others ; not to 
defraud, cheat, or wrong them of their just dues &nd ripts ; but it goes 
farther; ~ding all as children of one great Father, 1t ~ mao u 
bound by ptety, masonic morality, and fraternal bonds, to mtniater to the 
wants or the cieatitute and atllicted ; and that we may be enabled to fulfil 
this high behest of humanity, it strictl;Y enjoins industry and frngality, 
that so our hands may ever be fl.lled wtth the means of exerciaing ~ 
cbarity £a which our hearts ahould ever diapoae us.'' 
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the hand divine ; eo in one aifection, all are bonncl by 
masonic love.• 

H this is not a prevailing principle of Masonry, I have 
hitherto erred greatly in the ideas I have formed con
cerning it ; nor do I ever fear a censure for this opinion, 
from the many thousands who are my superiors, both in 
wisdom and in age, in the Royal Craft. Let not this 
great and noble princi~le, then, of your masonic ~ood, be 
evil spoken of: chenah the divine principle In your 
hearts, and manifest it through all your lives, and in all 
your actions. It is the transcript of the divine nature, 
beautifully formed in the human soul; it will make your 
life comfortable, your death easy and pleasant ; and it 
will add abundantly to the glory and felicity of that 
future world, where men of all nations, languages, 
colour, and state, will form one ~eneral and undistin
guished society ; where human distinctions shall have 
no place; where the Tyler and the 'Master,a who have 
been faithful at the door, and in the chair, shall sit down 
together in unfeigned unity, and undissembled brotherly 
esteem; where the king and the subject, the prince and 
the peasant, will wear each the unenvied crown, and 
wave the undistinguished sceptre ; where the brightness 
of glory shall change even the Ethiop's skin; and where 
the glory of divine wisdom shall thoroughly instruct 
even the moat unenlightened mind. 

• For Masonry is a cosmopolitan iustitution, and is accMn'ble by all 
the inhabitants of the world, who acknowledge the existence of one only 
God, the creator and governor ar the universe. And hence the objectors 
to Masonry conclude that we are a society of deist& But this 8llleltion 
is perfectly gratuito1111, and not borne out by facta ; for we Jlrofe&~ our
aelvs to be Christians, while deists profeal a mere belief m God, but 
have no respect for JfBDS Christ, and consider the doctrine of the apos
tles and evangelists as 10 many dreams and fables. Their belief produef8 
no fruita ; for though in outward ap~ they may seem to conform 
to the aerviCfB of public worship, yet In priTate they make a mock of r&
l!fPon, and take lOme pains to infect ana corrupt others by their impious 
disoo111'8e11. The whole tenor of the Masonic Order is oppoeed to 81lch 
practices. Our lectures are fotmded almost entirely on the typical and 
prophetical eventa of the Holy Scriptures, all of which bear a direct r&
ference to the Christian dispensation, cmd to nothing elM. This is a 81lb
~ which would demand a volume instead of a note ; and I only dismiss 
1t thus briefly, because I am conscious that every brother who has given 
the alightfBt attention to it, is perfectly convinced of the utter falsity of 
thoee 118111lrtioos which would make Freemasonry a system of deism. 

" In ancient t.imee. no brother, however skilled in the craft, was called 
a Master Mason, until he had been elected into the chair of a lodge. 
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Apin, al10, would I stir up your remembrance u 
oitisena of thia rour own peculiar country. Once more, 
my friends, u I observea to you lut year, again we 
meet unauspected by the state, unwatched by that politi
cal acrutiny which, in the present day, auch a numer
ous meeting muat have undergone, in almoet every state 
in the world besidea our own. Why, I would uk, do 
we enjoy auch unauapected, auch undisturbed liberty of 
uaembling ounelvea together? I answer, becauae the 
atate suppose• it may safely join loyalty and Masonry, in 
one single idea. Yes, my brethren, the majesty of the 
country cannot &uppo!MI otherwise; for hia eldest sonia 
oar Grand Master ; and all hia aons, as they arrive to 
years of maturity, become brethren in our Order. The 
ministry of the country cannot suppose otherwise, for 
most of the greatest, and the best of them, are our brethren 
alao. Tile lawa of the country cannot suppose other
wise, for the laws and ordinances of Masonry are u con
genial with the laws of our country as they are with 
those of the Jewish or the Christian religion ; and the 
very same obligations which bind us in brotherly union, 
bind us also, in the most ardent love and loyalty to the 
king and his family ; submission to the magistracr of the 
kingdom, and to all the other appendages of political and 
aocial order.• 

Let not, then, this loyal good, of your Royal Order, by 
an1. means of disaft'ection, either in word or action, be 
enl spoken of. Cherish and increase your attachment 
to your king ; for he richly dese"es it in every character 
he sustains in the nation. Submit to cheerfully, and 

• " In aucient times," Ba.)'ll Dr. Mackey, "it was the cuatom to mwk 
the bouodariea of lands by mee.os of stone pillara, the NIDOval of which 
by llllloiicioll8 persons, would be the oocasion of much ooofusion, men baY
ing DO other guide than theBe es by which to distinguish the limits 
of their property. To remove , therefore, waa conaiilered a beinOUI 
crime. Hence, thoae peculiar mwka of distinction by which we are sepa
rated from the profane world, and by which we are enabled to designata 
oar inheritance, aa the 80118 of light, are called the landmwka of the Order. 
The UDiversal IBDg~U~ge and the UDiveraal laws of Maaoury are landmarks, 
but not 80 are the local ceremonies, laws, and usags, which vary in 
di4'erent countriea. To attempt to alter or remove these II8CI'ed land
marks, ~1 which we examine and prove a brother's claims to share in 
oar privilegeB, is one of the most heinoll8 offencea that a :Muon caD com
mit. It is not in the power Of allJDIAD 01' body of IDfJil to make inaofto 
tiona in :Maaoonry ." 



IU.80Jf8 OU&B"r TO BB VIll"r'UOVII. at 
obey readily, the laws and the magistracy of y~ur cbuU
tTy ; for these united are the defence both of your li'fei 
and your property ; yes, under the defence of theee, 
your Ianda are cultivated, and brio~ forth their plenty ; 
your vineyards are dreued, and weigh down witn ella
ten; your gardens and orchards are pruned, and brio« 
forth abundance; your neighbourhoods are in reeiprbcal 
amity and peace ; your firesides are the retirementa bf 
undisturbed love, innocent cheerfulneea, unmoleited lb
eiality ; your children remain uneaerificed ; your penb9 
ufe ; your property sacred ; your religion preserved J 
your friend unbetrayed. Oh ! En~liahmen, what ii it 
that ye, as Christians, do not enjoy 10 this favoured ialet 
Surely may I again remind you that ye still enjoy a rie'b 
abundance of those good things, for which almost everr 
nation in Europe lament the want of, in groans unuttat
t.ble, and weep their sorrows in tean of blood.• 

Once more, in a religious seDBe, let not your good be 
ml spoken of. To fear God and keep his command .. 
menta, js, aays au inspired writer, the whole duty b( 
man. The fear of Gocf, then, is the first principle of all 
religion.Jr Upon this topic we should, at all timea, be 

• What a glorio'll8 race of things woald aoon appear amour 111, It, IIi 
we han the belt religion Ill the world, we took care to ,OTern ~
bJ ita sacred roles, &Dd to act UDder the ioiaence of ita cUrine iJIItno. 
tiOIII aocl important motives. Virtue, IAIP\X'rted &Dd animated by the 
glorioua hopes of the gospel, would appear m ita genuine sacred clWma, 
m1 Ill ita lovely beaaty and ucellence. Love, tie true spirit or Ohrif. 
t.iaDitJ, woald prevail, llood produce a mutual forbearallce to llllet cliftllr. 
CllCeB, at the same time t.h&t there woald be a happy agreemi!Dt iD ._. 
ten of the highest importance ; there wOIIId be a BJ witllout bigotry ; a 
liberty without lioontioumea The natural COIIIIClq1leDC$ of all tliil wo1114 
• peue &Dd harmony iD larger aud -- eoeieliea. (LeliDtl. D6lla. 
vol. ii. p. '"-) 

• ~. iD the first ages of the world, was a 91tem of pure 
nlicion ; and when men dege~~erated into idola~, and in their unp 
1io111 earried with them the principles of the Older, it -~~. iil &'fer1 
nation, applied to the same purpoae, more or Ia perverted, in pl:1)por
tion U tile inhabitants adhered to, or IIWeneci frOm, the tiia of true 
1r0rllaip. In India, Egypt, and· other nationa, which 'tery earl1 beeaJil6 
addicted to Polytheism, it branched oat in~ pompo• ceremonial ob
~ lhrouded in myst«y and withheld frOm the pn1tane, but .Utt 
applied to the national religion, and the worship bf th1181! Rod~ whiCh 
W been erected into objects or adoration, and placed on tht! 6uia whieb 
.Tehevab himaelf had laid. Nor il there a single ill8tabce on n!COt'd, itt 
whlol the mysterioua inatituti0'118 of any ancient nation, in iDJ pi.rt of 
the world, bearing the 1eut raemblan6e to PreeiDUbm;r, mhlaac! ~ 

7 



very plain and expreuive ; for aa human nature, Iince the 
fall, ia ao ve~ frail, aa to err in almost every circum
atance, in whtch it ia poaaible to err ; ao, perhaps, we 
ahall not epeak le11, or more, than the real truth, when 
we aay, there is nothing in which he is so likely to err, 
.as in the principles of real religion. How frequently do 
you find men, zealous in ao partial a degree, to some par
ticular Fart of religion, aa to suffer the whole of that zeal 
to be o no real effect, of no real value. Many you will 
find making a furious profession of the love and the fear 
of God, hastening from one opportunity of religious wor
ahip to another, so that you might really imagine their 
whole lives one continued rouna of love, JJiety, zeal, and 
devotion ; but examine their temeers, dtspositions, and 
actiona, amongst men, and you w1ll soon perceive how 
diatant they are from that amiable proof which our 
Saviour himself set forth of the true love of God, namely: 
u By tAil •lwU all mm know that ye are my ducipla, if ye 
Aate love cme toward. another."• On the other hand, how 
many characters do ye find in the world, truly amiable 
in thia lut religious sense of moral obligation, and affec
tionate duty towards their fellow-creature; just, honest, 
charitable, kind, and benevolent to the full extent of all 
Christ's commands,---and, perhaps, at the same time, as 
it were, totally destitute of the firat prioci})le of all these 
truly amiable actions, i. e. the fear of God. But to be 
masonic is, ye all know, to be truly religious in both 
ita parta, first seeking and cherishing in our hearts the 
true fear of God, and then from this principle bringing 
forth all the amiable fruits of righteousneBB, which are 
the praise and glory of God. Yes, my friends, to be 
maaonic, in every aenae of the word in which I can un-

gion from a share in their aolemn pursuits. On the contrary, religioa 
was the main object of them all. See thia subject fully discasaed in the 
"Star in tbe East," chap. i. 

• In the Templara' Degree, 11 it ia practised io the United States, the 
followio~ beaot1ful pMSage ia read : "If a brother or sister be naked 
and destitute of daily food, and one of you say, deJ?art in ~ be ye 
warmed and filled, and yet give them not of those th10gs wh1cb are need
ful for the body, what doth it profit f To do good and to communicate 
forget not, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased. Beware lestany 
man 1poil you through philO&Opby and vain deceit, after the traditio• 
of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ ; for iD 
la1m dwelleth all the fulDI. of the Qodhead bodil7.'' 
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understand Jlaaonry, is, whether ye be Jew, or whether 
ye be Christian, to be truly religious both in motive and 
action.• 

As Jews, therefore, if there be any here, let mere
mind them, that the temple of Solomon was ever famed, 
in all ita ordinances, for virtue and holineu ; and be who 
in his religion, as a Mason, hoooura not his calling, be
longs not to Solomon, nor to Hiram.• Aa Christiana, 
the masonic pillara of your temple are faith, hope, and 
charity f" and to which I shall take the liberty of adding, 
with an inspired apostle, the greatest of these il obarity; 

• The excelleat anthor of "Stray Lea vee from a Freemuon'a Nota 
Book," thus sublimely conlllodes hia work : "And now, put.le reader, I 
have done. And thus do I take my leave of thee. Wherelore, believi111 
aoul, abound in love ! Love fervently ; love coastantly ; love eminently. 
Love Him wlloee esaence ia love, and in Him love his creaturea. J.oq 
your kindred; love your enemiee; love ainta; love a1J8818; lo.eltraopll; 
love alien& Be rooted and grounded in love. Let all enmity ceue. 
Let univeral charity prevail. Begin the life of heaven, which ia, ever-
lasting love I" · 

•" Bat let not any man think that beca111e the Shechinah ia in heaftlt, 
and not viaible in a church, u the Shechioah was in the temple of the 
Jews, that therefore ChristiaDB have lees assistance thao God'• anci•t 
people; for they have that which is much more excellent. The glory on 
the ark wu only a mixtare of shapeless lightl and shadows; and in the 
temple, the people seldom aw it, but being uaured of it, did 'riew it in 
their imaginat.ioo. And few of them had other apprehenaioaa of it than 
u of the presence of God, the deliverer and protector of that common
wealth. But Ohriatiaos, a people nuder a more spiritual dia_PeDB&tion 
than the Jewe, though they a,e not the Bhechinali with theiJ' eyes Oil 
earth, yet, from the words of Scripture, they can excite their miada to 
behold it, even in the eaoctuary of heaven. And they behold it ill the 
8gure of God incaroate ; an image, not confUBed, but of a dilt.inct person ; 
an image which brings to their mind the greatest and moet comfortable 
m,.tery of the maaDB of ulvatioo ; apteet to encou~ our prayers, and 
to inflame ou seal, and to raise our admiration." ('reo. IaoL p. 389.) 

• Our worthy brother haa made a very commoD mistake here. 'l'he au~ 
porting pillars are wisdom, strength, and beauty. Faith, hope, ancl 
charity are the three staves of the masonic ladder. Faith ia the loweat 
round, symbolically instructing 111 that the qoali1lcat.ioo of a candidate, 
u the ftrst step ill Masonry ia faith in God. The 11ec0nd round il the 
hope of immortality, springing out of faith ; and it ia a rea&OII&ble ex• 
pectat.ion ; for without it, virtue would loee ita stimulus, and vice ita 
rear; life would be devoid of joy, and the grave a place of delolation ancl 
despair. The highfllt round, openin~ into the heaven of heaV8111, il 
charity ; and the Muon who hu attained to that step, ma1 be aid to 
have uoended to the Grand Lodge above; where the Just exiK in ~ 
bU. to all eternity ; where be will be for eYer happy w1th God-the Grea& 
Architect of the Univerae, amidst the ~nperoal delighta or perfect peut, 
harmony, and brotherly love. · 
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1114 JDMOnic charity is charity in the heart-he thinb 
ao evil of his brother, he cherishes no designs agaio.at 
him. It is charity uron the tongue also ; he speaks DO 

eril ; bean no false w1tne~~ ; defames no character ; blasts 
PO reputation ; he knows that to take away a good name, 
il to commit an evil, the damage of which no wealth 
ean repay ; no! it is of more value than great riches ; 
rubies cannot re-purchase it, the gold of Ophir cannot 
gild it again to ita original beauty. It ia charity in the 
6aod &lao ; he anticipates his poorer brother's wants, 
Dew foroea him to ihe pain of petition ; he visits the cot
tage of poverty, and toe house of sickness ; and there he 
finda the very back which be ought to clothe ; the very 
mouth which he ought to feed ; the wound which he 
ou(ht to heal; the sickneu which he ought to cure; and 
perhaps alao the very mind which be ought to in1truet, 
before it can be fitted for an eternal world. Thuathe heart, 
the tongue, the band, of the really Free and Accepted 
Xaaon, are warml;r engaged and diligently exercised, in 
all thoee grand pnnciples of the Royal Order, which ren
-der it, in ita nature and eft"ecta, 10 much like the order 
of that amiable band, whose love to each other so forcibly 
convinced their very adversaries, aa to draw from them 
that honourable exclamation, "tee 1wuJ tltae Clariltiau 
ltn~e.'• Yea ! my friends, they who are :Masons in the 
true spirit of Masonry, must put away from them all 
malice, and hatred, and revenge, and evil speaking; and 
put on,. as the elect of God, bowels of eompaaaion, ten
derness, long auft"ering, mercy. They eat not their monel 
alone, while the widow mourne her widowhood, or 'he 
belple81 orphan cries for food; they blast not with the 
paiilential tongue of slander, their neighbours' 'ood 
name; and all their wish, and all their aim, is to imitate 
him of whom it was tbua moat honourably spoken: "a 

• 'I'M account given by Pliny or the proceeding~ of the early Ohrt. 
tiaol, here referred to, correepooda with the above repreeentation of the 
..._ of JI'NemUOory. Be aya, " that 110me ot thoee who bad reliao 
•iUed the IIOCiety, or who, to ave tbeaal'f88, preteoded that they had 
Nlinqllilhed, aiDnned that they were woot to meet together oo a stated 
ay Wore it Will light, aod auog among themselves alterDately .. hyma 
to Obrilt111 God; aod to bind tb6maelvea byao oath, not to commit aoy wlek.-., or to be r.Uty of theft, or robbery, or adultery ; aod that 
.-, woald nt'NI' e.llify their word, or den7 a pledp oolllllliv.ed to them. 
YhiiB caiJed UJIOil to retarD it." 
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~~at a6otlt tloi718 good." Not only, then, let not this your 
muonic good be evil spoken of, but 'be zealous that it 
may be abundantly and richly well spoken of. It is the 
leading principle, and the great end of Masonry, to propa
gate the exerciae of charity in these its threefold opera
tiona; and he who doea it not, is yet destitute of the 
true malOnic heart, which is the heart of charity, or 
benevolence. and of love.• 

HI were now to conclude, it may perhaps be objected 
to me by 10me, that I have not given a full ma10nio 
eormon, and that, because I have not spoken of the 
labours, or of the science of the lodge. To such I would, 
in the moat friendly manner, answer Blld say, this is a 
total mistake; for what think you are tbe real and the, 
constitutional labours of a lodge of Masons ?I' and wha~ 
think you is its beet science, but to cultivate in the minds 
of each other, those very principles and diapoeitiona, 
which I have been all the time soliciting your attention 
to! I myeelf know, in reality, no other but the.e, 

• The pabJlc IUIIOnic cbarity, DOW ea1Jed the Fand of ~oJdnce, 
wu ftrat propoeed in Grand Lodge on the 21st of November, l7:U, by 
the Dnke of .buccleugh, who moved, "t,bat in order to promote the chari
table diapoeition of ll'reemuoDS. and to render it more eztenaively beoe
icial to the eociety, each lodge may make a oertain oollection,acCordlng 
to ability, to be put into a jointatock, lodged in the br.od8 of a treuartr 
at every Quart&'ly Communication, for tbe relief of dmtn.ed bretJaao. 
that shall be recommended by the contributing lod,res.'' The moti011 
being readily agreed to, the DUke of Richmond, 0...00 Kaater,requeated 
all the brethren to take the matter into their 001111ideration, and to '"'"' 
their opinion of it at the next Grand Lodge. It was accordingly talleu 
iotn cooaideratioo on the 17th of Mareh following, when the Dub of 
Richmond apJ)Ointed the ftrat committee of chatity. . Tbe report wu 
nbmitted to ibe Grand Lodge, on the 27th of November, 17211, whea it· 
wu unaoimoaaly approved, and ordered to be recorded in the minute 
book. Thanks were voted to the committee, aod the charity wu put 
into immediate operation. 

• Were I called oo to BDSWer this qaestioo, I would quote the words o( 
aar Bev. Bro. Town, and ay tbat "Freemuoary ia not depeDdeat on the 
8actaat.ioal ol opinioo, whiCh would reDder it liable at any time to bs 
ovwraled, or lllOdi8ed, or cbansed, or even abandoned ; &clt on f!Y!!l1 
ndical truth, aod promiaeot duty, BIDCtioned ~ IRl8tained by ~ 
inwroaght ...., ol obligation, which the God of llature bad impraed 
oo the COIIICi.eoce or r!Jfer1 ratiooal man. It ia not adapted to oue COUDo 
try, nation, or ap, iD J?ft:lereoce to llllOther; and above all, not depeDdo 
iDg oo the perverted )adameo~or · ·ce or any moral or ~ 
.. in aar-.re. but ataaae iD til JOlely·on tM hip d 
•v..aign Will or Iaven, IIIOIU'ely by the immutab•lnt ~ ov 
CCIIIIIDOD natme." 



94 8BR:MON IV. 

beside~ what necessarily belongs to every society, i. e. 
kindoea and attention from the superiors to the ioferiora, 
and due submission and subordination from the latter to 
the former ; and which conduct is eo naturally incorpo
rated with the advice already particularized, that to 
repeat it in particular again, would be but a waste of 
time, and an additional fatigue both to the preacher and 
hie audience. 

To strangers, therefore, I conclude, with aaauring them 
that Maaoory has no principle but what might still more 
ornament the purest mind; nor any appendage but what 
might give additional lustre to the brightest character. 
By the exercise of the duties of Masonry the rich may 
add abundantly to the fund of their eternal inheritance. 
The wise may increase their knowledge of the nature of 
Qod, in all hie beet perfections, and thereby daily grow 
still more :wise unto eternal salvation. 'fhe pure in 
heart may be always advancing in the divine likeness; 
and they who wal~ in this path of the just, with zeal and 
activity, will find it as the shining light, which ehioeth 
more and more unto the perfect day.311 

To you, my brethren, I earnestly conclude with a 
repetition of my text, "Let not your Good be evil spo
ken of." Act up to the principles of your institution, and, 
aa it regards others, it will be the praise of the whole 
earth. Act up to the ,Principles of your institution, and 
as it regards yourselves, your transfer hereafter will most 
auuredly be, a transfer from the labours of this mortal 
life, to the rest of an eternal glory. Your faith and hope 
will abide to the praise of your memory, when the world 
sees your face no more. Your charity and love will be 

• Freemaaonry, 1111 it is I?ractiaed at the present day, commemorates par
ticularly five great events m the history of the world, larA t·!fPical of tlY 
JlwiiJh. Tlieee are, the vision of Jacob ; the oililriDf!: of I8aae ; tfle d&
Jiverance from E!m>tian bondage; the ollering of Davtd, and the bailding 
of the temple. Now these extraordinary events, which unequivocall7 
point to oar Saviour JI!8UII Christ, are the principal histori~ events con
tained ill our lectures. It follows, then, that Mas0111'1 was intended to 
perpetuate that most important fact, the salvatio11 of souls through the 
atonement or Christ. To accomplish thia design more perfectly, the most 
promineot types, as they arose, were incorporated by wile and pioUII 
brethren into the original system, until it cOntained a perfect chain of evi
dence, which could neither be 6ced nor miaunderatood, illDBtrative of 
this fact, ao eaartial to tG8 ta.aue weUin or DINIIrind. 
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your robes of purity and light, through an unmeasurable 
eternity.• Your seat in the lodge, whether local or pro
vincial, will be changed for a seat near the Grand Archi
tect of the Universe; where you will all be decked with. 
the ornaments and honours of that Order, which heaven 
alone can make more perfect, and which eternity itself. 
in all its unmeaaurabfe duration, can never diasolve." 
This happy and divine conclusion to all human institu
tions, may we all obtain, both strangers and brethren ; 
may God of hia infinite mercy grant it, through Jeeua 
Christ our Lord. 

PRAYER. 

Great and glorious Lord God Almighty, who knoweet 
onr neeessitiee before we ask them, who art acquainte'l 
with all our infirmities, and espieat out all our dangen, iQ 
whoee hands are the hearts and affections of all thy crea
tures, and who alone canst turn them from the error of 
their ways, and from the wickedneas of their doings ; 
vouchsafe to look down upon us who are oow prostrate 
before thee, with all thy usual tenderneas and mercy, col
lect our scattered thoughts, purify our corrupted affec
tions, and give us the true spirit of prayer and supp1iea
tioo. May we draw near unto thee at this time with a 
true and unfeigned repentance; give to ua that faith 
which overeometh the world. Regulate our conduct 
with such a portion of thy heavenly wisdom, that with 
active zeal, prudent piety, and unaff'eeted virtue, we may 

• Theee robes were symbolized both in the true aud spurious Freema-
1101111 by the lotoe or white lily. "This flower," aaya Sir BOOert Ker 
Porter, "wu fall of meau~ among the BDcieota, and occars all over the 
east. Elmlt. Ptll'llia, Palestine, and India, presented it e~ where oYer 
their arclii'tectare, in the hands and 011 the heads of their IICII!ptnred 
ftgares, whether in statue or io baa reliet we alao fiDd it in the aacrea vest
menta and architecture or the taberoacle and temple or the laraelita aud 
eee it mentioaed b.f our Saviour, 18 an iJDar. of peculiar belollt:~ &Dd 
«loey, when comparmg the work.a or aature w1tb the decora.tio111 Of art. 
It is alao rept'811E11ted in all pictuee of the salutation of Gabriel to tbe 
Virgin :Mary ; and io &act has been held io myaterioua veneration by peo
ple of all oatiOIII and timee. It is the symbol of Diviuity, of purity, &Dd 
abiUidance, and of a love moat complete in perfection, charity, and beDo
dictioo; u iD Holy Scripture that mirror of purity, SUIIIUID&h is de8ned 
BruG, which aigDiJlea the flower of the lily, a name given to the chief city 
of the Persialll for ita superior exeelleocj'. The three leaves at the lily ia 
tbe aru of FnDce. ..a pietf,jultioe, aDd obarifir." 
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110 ~ent·the purity of our profellion, both u Chlirr
~~ and Maeou, that the enemy may have •o 1'00Q1 
~ blupheme, nor our professed good intentions and 
!Ddeavoura be ever evil spoken of: Give ue a ~cipa
tiou f?f thy lovely loving nature, that in the &J'IIl8 of true 
~4ri•ti&u charity and muonic benevolence, we may 
embrace all maukind 81 brethren; give ue true {)&triotic 
~.that we may conform to those laws and pnvilegea. 
l)y which, 81 Englishmen, we are in the present moment 
-.· e~inentlr distinguished from all the world. Smction 
the intended holy services of this day, to the pre~ent. 
and eternal benefit of every soul in thy presence; and 
whether atrangen or brethren, may we one and all be 
daily growin$ up into thy lovely likeness; that when we 
Jtave cloa.e With all earthly conne:riona, we may join that 
aloriout eocie*f above, where God alone il the supreme; 
ind all the led are undiHinguiahed brethren. AM .J .... 



SERMON V. 

ON BUDDEN DEATH. 

~IDD .A.'l' WOOLWICH, Il!f :J'BBRUA.BY, 1797, OJI 
'1'Q DBA.'l'B O:J' BBO. WILLI.A.II 8.R.A.B.I' • 

.. ..4ltu! my ln-otMr., 

I Ku'H, :lliii. 30, .. eJM.. 

Pl.aAu.K'l' u the work. of the ministry hu been, uul 
uwaya ia, in all ita otlicea ; delightful aa the ueembliee 
ef our fraternal meetinga in the Maaonic Order have been 
and are upon almosi all oeeuiona, yet aurely the preaent 
tuk, and the present meeting, are a complete exception 
in both cuee, either to the pleasure or to the delight of 
them. But, my frienda, how lik.e ia this to the general 
oourae of human felicity! Like the uncertainty of the 
ak.y, the wavering of the wind, and the nature of climate, 
how varied are all ita acenea! One hour the air ia &erene, 
calm, and mild; the aky ia cleared from every blood; the 
IUD, unveiled, darts ita resplendent rays. and shoote ita 
refulgent beams over all creation'• boundaries. Theil 
D&tore emilea in all the BOftnees of retuming spring, or 
laughs in all the charms of aummer'• beauty; and the 
world forgets the storms and tempeailt of winter's dreary 
~n. In another abort hour, or, perhaps, before the 
p1"818Dt fleeting boor hu winged ita rapid flight, and all 
thia calm &erene is univenally changed ; the wind ebift
eth round from the mildeJ" aouthe.ro point, aDd froUl the 
blighting eeatem hemisphere, or perhaptt from the rough
er north, blowe up atormtt and tempeate : the sky il 
olouded over ; tJuough. all the .U is carried coleta. and 
bluta, and death, aDd aature putil on all her mo1ll~WW 
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garb. Just so is all human felicity! Yesterday, or, at 
most, but a few days put, we, perhaps, may have visited 
our friends, our neighbours, or, perha:ps, a friendly or fra-
ternal society. My brethren, in rart~eular, will remem
ber a late fraternal meeting in thts town. Yesterday, I 
say, perhaps we made this friendly meeting, and all was 
calm, aerene, .and pleasant; every heart was gay, every 
countenance was cheerful ; innocent mirth encircled the 
whole soeiety, and an unclouded summer of joy, plea
sure, and felicity, seemed promised for a long continu
ance; we gloried in our security. Alas! how baneful 
any, even the leut, dependance upon all the fairest 
promises of this world's prosperity ! For instance, SUP:" 

pOI8 one of these cheerful meetings to consist only of 
the narrow circle of a single family, and how few the 
number of times which they can, with any likelihood of 
success, promise to meet, without some blight, some 
blast upon their family felicity. Without considering 
the frequent failure of the leuer circumstances which 
constitute human felicity, such as prosperity in riches, 
sincerity in love, constanc1. in friendship, stability in 
virtue, and peace and affabtlity in neighbourhoods and 
family connections. Notwithstanding, I say, the frequent 
failure of these lesser circumstances of human felicity, 
and bow quickly, bow unexpectedly, how suddenly does 
death, that ~reat enemy of all human happiness,1 and 
which oec88lons the sorrowful meeting of thiS day-how 

1 To apply this ima.gery to man. We ma1look at him in all his flower 
and prime, and deecritie him in the words or Job, vii. 21 :-" Now aball 
he aJeep In d1111t. Now, almoat immediately, shall he aink into hia last 
alnmber ; hia epi1 have only a alaort moment to remain open ; and then, 
he lis down upon hia bed or daat, and aleepa too soundly to be ever waked 
again by all the noise that mortals can make over him, and ignorant or 
all that ia doue under the ann. In the morning thou shalt aeek him
thou, whoever thou art that aeeat him now, and art destined to aunive 
him-but be shall not be. To-morrow, thou that beholdeat him tcMiay, 
abalt look around thee for him in vain I T~morrow thw abalt come
thou that aeest him in all hia glory-ebalt come, and find all hia glory 
gouel" 

• Enry Kuter Muon wm 188 bow theBe obeervatioDB apply to the 
third degree, u it ia at preaent oooatituted; and ir tbey t.re carried oa.t in 
practice u they ought to be, they cannot fail to make him wiser and 
better, u the:r will teach him ao to number hia daya, tbt.t he may appl1 
hia heart to the only true wisdom or preparing for aoother and a bettw 
wadd. 
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10ddenly, I say, does Death make his hasty, hia unwe)
.come strides upon us ! blasting, at least for a season, all 
the joys of families, of neighbourhoods, and of societies. 

Yes, my friends, every moment methinks, and some
where in the world we hear, and from the same cause, 
the mournful lamentation of my text, " Ala.! my brother." 
Yes, like an inveterate and irrevocable enemy, we trace 
his wounding sword in every neighbourhood, in every 
family, and in every house. In the smiles of prosperity ; 
in the midst of health and strength ; in the bloom of 
youth ; in the charms of innocence and beauty ; in the 
joys of youthful love, fraternal aftection, parental care 
and solicitude; in the constancy of friendship ; in the 
exercise of virtue ; and, as our lamented brQ.ther is an ex
ample,8 in the very exertions of humanity; and there is 
no security, no, there is not a moment's security from 
Death's devouring weapon. Without another enemy, this 
one, metbinks, would fill the world with sorrow. Yes, 
without another enemy, and this one would put the 
world in mourning.c How often, even in the confined 
circle of my acquaintal)ce with the world, do I one day 
enter the dwellings of a family, to administer, perhaps, 
the sacrament of baptism, and there I see the fond 
mother, for~etting all the sorrows of her past labour and 
travail, for JOY that a man is born into the world ; the 
father, with an indescribable joy, hanging over the little 
infant of his heart, and giving the cor()ial smile of grati-

1 Bro. William Sharp, in a statAl of perfect health and strength, 'It'll in 
a moment snatched iotA> eternity by aulfoeation, 11 he was humanely 
eodeavooriog to atricate a fellow-creature from the same dreadful 
calamity. 

• .A. little consideration will show that though the~~e feelings may be 
common to the heart of man in a state of nature, yet th~ are eopable of 
being modified by the spirit of Christianity. How h1gbly soever we 
may estimate the things of this world-and I see oo reason why we 
eboold undenalne the gifta of our ever blesaed God-we mnst recollect 
that they are only for a season ; that they can bot continue a few years 
at the moet, and may terminate immediately. We mnst nae the bleeaiuga 
which are daily showered upon ns, without abnaing them, and consider 
the reluationa which are allowed to lighten onr passage through this 
ftle of tear8, not aa the principal buaiDellll of life, but al aobonliuate tA> 
the fear or God and the practice of religion. It is our duty, aa the crea
ture& of an Almighty Father ; it is our interest, aa beings who are 
destined for immortality, to look forward tA> a bettAlr country, that is, a 
h.venly-to aD inheritance, incorruptible, unde81ed, and that fadeth ~ .... ,. 
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tude to the partner of bia soul for tbia additional increue 
to hie family, with a circle of friends engaged in general 
salutation upon the joyful occaaion! 

Again, but a very few days indeed, perhaps, and not
withstanding all a mother's care and fondness, notwith
standing all a father's love and solicitude; yea, notwith
standing all the solicitude of many moummg, anxioua, 
and solicitous friends, and this innocence itself languishes 
from ita mother's nutritive breast, and falls a victim to 
the iron band of our insatiable enemy:' How often, in 
my parochial duties, do I see the tear of sorrow moisten
ing the cheek of venerable age, while banging over the 
corpse of a beloved son or a daughter, snatched frqm life, 
in the bloom of youth and beauty, and when, perhaps, 
the breast was full of milk, the bones were moistened 
with marrow, and the strength, to all human appearance, 
impregnable as a mountain. How often have I seen the 
strong features of manhood distorted or broken by un
aft"ected grief, while hanging over the grave of a beloved 
wife! How often-for 1 could not refrain-how often 
have I dropped a tear, when I have seen the disconsolate 
widow lead her orphans with trembling steps from the 
grave of their departed father, and before she could leave 
the hallowed ground, tum round to heave the farewell 
aigh, for her aorrowa were too great to weep.• 

• Humao uature ia ftaiJ. Wem118t feelaorrow,aod God illtAmcled that 
we should feel it, under euch alarming visitations. What a shock dlll!l 
IIUCh au eveot occuion I Not merely to his family aud frieDda, bat to 
tmsry one who baa a heart to }Wticipate ill tbe dUstre. of otben. There 
il not au individual amongst us but who feels for tbe bereavemeot of a 
weepiog family, aud aympathimt with the aflliction of those whom a de
pu1ied brother baa left tiehind. Yet this very calamity, which 8lla our 
Le.rta with mourn~, may, for aU«ht we lmow, be one of the brip.~ . 
aud moat benignant~tious ofJehoftb. If we look forward to the 
l'elllnection from ibe aead, we ahall hope once more to meet onr dep&rt.ed 
brethren in a glorified state, aud enjoy their aociety for ever ; aod then. 
what happm., what delight, what increaai.DfJ joy aha1l we re.p to
gether in the IIWIIious of tlie bt.ed I 

1 There ia a pretty custom at maaonio lunerala, which oonvaya a ftla. 
able moral, to atmr herbs aud flowers in the pan~ to aolemn IDIIIIio, at a 
aertain period of the service. lfight not this oaatom originate from a 
betief ill t.he doctrine of t.he l'ellllm!Otion,?J?5.r ~ from this pa-. of 
Iaiala f-" Thy d.d III8D ehall Uve ; Wlth my deld body aball 
~ ar!- i aWake aod Bing, 'J8 that d ill dust ; for thy dew ia • tie 
4Mi of IIIITOI, and ibe .nh ehall CMt oat t.he dead." Border thinb tW. 
II tb8 euat.om were practiled in t.he IDOit early times, ibe above J1111111111t 



101 

Alu! my friends, how deep and how univeraal are the 
wounds of this enemy of the human race, from the })ierciog 
of whole arrow a there is no escape! No, the thick walla 
of the palace of the king, with the clay built cottage of 
the lowly pauper, are equally pregnable to hia cfarta. 
Strength or weakness, health or sickness, beauty or de
formit1, riches or poverty, courage or cowardice, yielding 
or reatstance, caution or raahneu, fear or presumption, 
learning or ignorance, piety or impiety, vice and virtue 
-all, all, in one undistinguished fevel, fall beneath hia 
mighty arm! Yes, wherever he levels hia bow, the 
mark IS certain-the victim falls, the silken cord of life 
ia cut in twain, and the mourner& weep about the streets;' 
for the re-union of soul and body, when once thua separa
ted, exceeds all human power. Such hath been man in 
every age of the world ; auch is man in hi• pre~ent moat 
enlted momenta; and such, my brethren, are each of ua. 
To-day, perhaps, the sun of prosperity and joy ahinea 
upon our persona and our families; health and strength 
invigorate our own persons, and the persona of our De
loved friends, and we only feel the sorrows of another's 
woe; but to-morrow, nay, perhaps before this day closes 
ita light, and some friendly heart may aigh over our 

might have some ref'erence to the following cuatom, which is recorded by 
MaiUet l-" The women in Egypt," says be, "go at least two days in the 
week, to pray and weep at the aepulchree of the dead ; and the cuatom, 
then, is to throw upon the tombs a sort or herb, which the .Arabs call 
riJum, and which is our sweet basil. They cover themaelvee aleo with 
the leavee of the palm tree." Myrtle ie also made 1l8e of to adorn the 
tombs in the East. Ohandler found some graves in Leeser .Asia which 
had each a bough of myrtle stuck at the bead and the feet ; and Dall• 
way, on aucieot and modem Ooll8tantiuople, describiug the tombe of tbe 
Turks, says: " .As even the humblest graves are marked by cyprt!IIS 
Jllauted at the head and feet, the groves of theae treee are extell8i ve, and 
m e'!:!l state of vegetation." 

' This expl'811Bioo contaillS some indirect ref'erence to the Jewish cnstom 
ol weeping for the dead. They hired women to lament at funerals, who 
played on doleful instruments, and walked iD proceaaion. The Rabbill8 
11ay that an Israelite was enjoined to have two of these mueiciaaa at hie 
wife's obeequies, besides the women hired to weep. Persone who met the 
f1meral procellllion, in ciriliiy joined the comp~~~~y, aod miugled their 
groans.· Our Saviour aeems to allude to tbie, when he sa.,. l-" We ha'ft 
mourned with 7ou, and ye have not wept." (Luke vit. 32.) ADd St. 
Paull-" Rejoulll with them that do rejoice, and weep with them thai 
weep." (Rom. xii. 15.) 

• 
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breathleu corpae the lamentation of oar text : .Altu! ay 
brothu!1 

Yesterday we may have been busily engaged in build
ing our habitations, but God only knows who may in
habit them to-morrow. Yesterday we may have sown 
our field, but God only knows who may be spared to 
reap the harvest. Yesterday with a provident nand we 
may have planted, but God only knows who may live to 
aee the bud, the bloBBom, or the fruit. • 

Sorrowful reflection! and the picture of human life 
painted with only this its darker colour, and all oar 
sweets are bitters. Yes, if the only end of man is death, 
then his very existence is a blot in nature; for with only 
this one enemy in the scale of human happine88, and 
man, with all his sensibility, had better to have never 
been! Yes, if death is the final point, it would be better 
never .to live P0 But, my friends, we have lighter shades1 
and the picture of man's existence becomes, by these 
lighter shades, a most beautiful painting. For the short 
existence of human life is, as it were, but the staining of 
the canvas upon which the figure is to be exhibited. 
The stage of human life is infinitely leu in our exi.atence 
than the smallest drop from the ocean, or the least par-

• Every one of us may say to his destined survivor, with J o'b-" In the 
morning thou shalt seek me, but I shall not be." No words are too 
atroog to exprees the rapidit:r or the pace with which man paaaes to hill 
grave. Now we see him, and now we aeek him, but we cannot find him; 
the appearance is goo-the apparition has vanished. We aaw auela 
a form before u&-we took off our eye-we looked again, and it wus gooel 
The flgure which we this moment beheld has disappeared. We eeem f.C! 
01U'IIelvee to have dreamed or having seen such a one. As a dream, the 
image haa fled away, and cannot be found; he has been ebaaed away u 
a vision or the night. (Fawcett, vol. i. Ber. 7.) 

• The brother over whoee valuable remaioa theBe friendly lamentatio111 
were delivered, but a day or two before hia awful exit, was planting 
aome young apple trees in the garden of a friend and brother ; aDd when 
be bad ftniahed, was heard thus to say: •• There, my friend, I have planted, 
God only knows who may live to aee them bear fruit." . 

•o " The aolemo thought or death," says the lecture of the third degrea, 
" without revelation, is dark and gloomy; but the Christian is auddeDdl7 
revived by the 1M' grun and ever living aprig of faith in the meritl or 
ibe Lion or the tribe of Judah j which atrelijftheoa him with coofideooe 
and composure, to look forward to a bleaaeil immortality ; and doubtl 
DOt but iD the glorious morning or the resurrection his bodf will rise, and 
become u iocorroptible as his eoul." (CrOBL Chart. p. Q.) 
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ticle of sand from the dust of the earth; nay, such ia fJle 
smallneaa of the portion in its greatest length of human 
life, and such the evil of its nature in its best felicities in 
thia probationary state, that till mail dies he can 8C&J'cely 
be said to have begun to live. Here, then, we come to 
the important point which will fully produce, or totally 
destroy, the intended utility of our present solemn en
gagement. The departure of a fellow-creature from all 
his earthly connections, by whatever means or in what
ever manner he may tak.e his exit, somewhere or other 
makes a solemn pause in the course of nature, and 
the attention of surrounding spectators must, from the 
awful nature of the circumstance, be in some measure 
attracted.11 

If the taper of life is wasted by the slower degrees of 
declining age, and man drops into the grave, in the 
largest sense of the word, full of age; or, as the language 
of the :prophet beautifully describes it, lila a 1/wck of c01"1& 
folly npe, yet even this expected moment brings to all 
around a certain degree of surprise, and though they may 
have been long watching for this last expiring breath, 
yet still that awful moment seems generally to have been 
thought at a greater distance; and it is well for the de
parted if even at last it came not too soon.11 

But how few amongst the millions that have died, and 
the millions who are now dying, that live till they are 

u The masonic aervice at the pave coocludes with this aerioos admoJli. 
tioo: "Unto the grave we l'e&lgo the body of our deceased frieod aod 
brother, there to remain until the general resurrection, io favourable ex
pectation tbat his immortal eoul may theo partake of jo)'ll which have 
been ljreJ!Bred for the righteous from tbe begiooiog of the world. .And 
may mJ.ghty God, of his iofloite goodness, at the great tribDD&l or QDo 

b.iasaed jostice, extend his mercies towards him aod all of as, aod crown 
our hope with everlasting bliss, in the expanded realms of a bouodleaa 
eternity." 

•• The third degree contaios eome excellent letJBOos to prepare Cor this 
event, which bappeos alike to all. It is, indeed, the price of onr tenure 
on earth, aod we cannot avoid the payment. " Let the emblems or mor
tality induce you to contemplate your inevitable destiny, and direct yonr 
reftectioDII to tba' moet uaeful of all moral studies, the koowl~ of yonr
aelf. Endeavour to perform your allotted task while time rem&IOS, or you 
will be too late. And never forget, that even in a perishable frame like 
yours, a vital aod immortal principle resides, aod that, if you be faithful 
unto death, the God of life will enable you to trample the king of terrol'l 
beneath yonr feet, and direct JOU to that bright :Homing Star, whc.e 
riaiDc wu U.. blrald of peace Uad alfttiOD ~ dae raoe of 1111e11." 
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~ted to die! Surely this is the error of man! Surely 
th11 alao ia all the terror and danger of Death ! We set 
not ounelvea to expect him, though we know he·muat 
moat 881Uredly come ; hence though it may be one 
hundred yean that we have been living the subject of hia 
power, hia coming ia almost always sudden, almost al
way• unexpected !I' And though hourly are the instancea 
before our eyes, that this grand enemy of the human race. 
in his universal power to tread down all before him, re
garda neither youth nor age, riches nor poverty, power 
nor strength, beauty nor deformity, sickness nor health, 
vice nor virtue ; but takes the infant and the aged, the 
atrong and the weak, the good and the bad. Yes, I say, 
though we have hourly instances of these, the indiscri
minate l'J'V&gea of our enemy Death, how careless do we 
live! Yea, my friends, may we not justly lament and 
aay, how transitory upon the human mind are the moat 
alarming eft'ects of the moat awful instances of the uncer
tainty of life! And though, as in the present instance 
of the unseemly and unexpected ravages of death, which 
in this present moment we meet together to lament with 
all the keennesa of sorrow, and with all alarm which such 
inetances are calculated to occasion, give me leave seri
ously to ask, how little in comparison of what we ought, 

11 In tbe Templars' charge, aa UBed in some countries, we have the 
foUowing J.l8111188'e :-" You are now ~rforming a public penance, aa the 
tAl8t or yoor Christian fortitu.de ; wbtch is to foUow the example or your 
Lord and Saviour, who humbled himaelr to the condition of 111&11 ; sub
mitted to endure the pains and afllictioll8 incident to human nature ; and 
at leG«th au&red a cruel and ignominiou death upon the CI"'O8. It your 
faith 6e firm-if you poeaeaa that great talisman of a ChristiaD-you 1rill 
be couducted safely over the dark and gloomy river of death, and your 
happy apirit will arrive safely in the harbour of the blaed. Thia i8 a 
trath you ought never to forget. Every thought, word, and action hie 
been recorded in the book or God's remembrance; and you lmow not 
llow aoon you may called upon to give an account of your stewardship. 
It ia true you now stand erect in all the pride of health and atrengtb, 
but it ia pOBBible that in a very few moments yon may become a pale 
and lifele. corpee. Even while I am speaking, the fatal mandate may 
have paaaed-Set thine houe in order I and if so, you will aoon be struck 
from the roll or human exiatence, and the friends who now surround you, 
may be called upon to perform the last aad oftice or laying yon in the 
earth, where thia fair body will periah amidst worms and corruption. Be 
18 tlaerefore ready, and rest 8811ured that a firm belief in the trutha of the 
boly goapel of .Jeaaa will afl'ord you coDBOlation in that gloomy hour, and 
4Dilre yo•r e&ernal happine&J in the world Ul oome." 
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• '"''B7 o.e ~ons tlf )[III!Onry; oo brother t:an be bat.eiWil wftJa die 
hixaai.Itlei! of~ Order, unhit!8 it be at ~·own spedat ftlqnesl,.nor-11Jlla. 
'he tau been ad~·~ the c!egree of a )Juter 1!11011. · Whea tile WW. 
or~ decell8ed shall t.va. been commuuicated to the Jlaeter er the .. 
or which he medII roembet, the Mutermeyapply\IJ tile l'rov •. G.JIIIItA!r 
for a dispeneatioo·; on obtaiaing which, the Maat.er mq invite other locJ8a 
to attm~a iu ronn; &Dd ul\feie the Prov. G. MA8Iler be praent, be ill ao
·comtlable for the zepfarlty and cOftdoct at the whole prooeedingL 

se ·And yet llasenry · ill the lllost ancient 'IOCiety i.a tbe world ; .ita 
"'frinci~ell Rl! ~ 00, 18e purest 1110laiit;r-its -eUiiea ~ the ethicll ol 
Uristianity-tts d~ t.be doctril)$ ef patrloti&m ata<1 broliaWiy 10M' 
...-ud -its amt.imente thoee or the m!llt ex.iltA!d beoevolence. Upon thelia • 
points there caD be IIi> doubt.• All that i8 ~. aod kind, and charitable, 
lt encourage& j aJ1 tba\ ia vicioUB, 1lJ'ICl mtel, and O=~t ~-
lJee the Aidrel!e • tile imQI.Jlatlon of·Bro. V u t& t.be .., 
ol~I'MIII ~.New 'York, 1826. .(( · . ~.. · 
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•· •a a.~, betp"Mt·llava p- •.,,.W.Ja ·• ldt 
imperfect aWe of bGIUD life, aad aow in.tbe ~ 
.tate of •r.ual glory, next w· the f• of -~00. UltlYenal 
poct.wiJl io.all maokinch -....-,..in bj11 ~ wt oaly 
our frateruity •·loet a brother, Ht the wo~ld .tlarse 
"-** a ltft)ther aiM J th~ nejghboubood in which JHt 
•iwd, I bave ao deqltt. hu lest a good .eighhour ; the 
tdily:O\"er wbieh be pneided .bM t..Wned a 1011 whieh 
•• W01IIJ4ill my be&rl to mentioa.18 The widow hu I~ 
an al'eetieuaw husband. Thia te .a wo0116l· indeeci in the .._Belt ...mility of human. aB"eotion, aad if love caa 
WHd at ~1, it bleeda- iodeed witlla woood-.lik.e thi&. 
!fhe ebDdND bwe l•t a tt'lllder 4ther, u affeotiOilatl 
lrlnd, .a careful pi'OYider ; aad ·if the tniafortoaea of in--
6ney.ean ·in a.oy aate claim. ou -pity, thi8 iJ a loas ctver 
'Whic~.for,their tedder u.k.ee, it would &e inhamaa not 
.. weep. Not ouly have- U.e .cbildrea 1*. a father. bot 
)Mftl I hew. yon~ parent w~·.aod . ..,-,.the fat&er.• 
.-,, bu lost a chdd f aDd in tkta beD. eqaibility of 
~Nmentary imagiaatioo, metbinb I hear 1'8118Wed the 
lleulWlt panioge of ao • Jaeob, .po,, "lf I «a • 
..,_. tf wry~. I o.a Pet'~ l' or ~e atill more 
lmt.er ltmeniaiioa of a Da•id. " 0 I .d--.., ._, ~ 
-, 0! ~ ay _., tiKitltM to God I ltatl dwfor ,.._" . . 
· lf'The J ewa had aome cmiolis ideaa 011 this pOint. '!'hey· U!rmed the 
rr...e ol a departe.l frieud "tbe bouse o( the livi'llg.u to e.-. tWr 
ieliel ja tlle immortalitf of· the 80al and or the reat.oratioa of the ~ 
to ita primitive elemeat& .A.nd from this 'belief, w)leci they C&lT)' a corpee 
to ita laat l'ESting place, the1 addrEell themselves to the dead whO are theft • 
depoeited, u if they were ahve, lltliDg-" Bleeeed 'be Ute Lord who ~ 
fOOt W )'011. broQght JCIIII up, anC1 at Jut, Ul-hif jDaice, took JO. 911& ~ 
.Ute world. Be lmowa the nwnber of you aD, and will in ~ revive~ 
.,Bl-.1 be tbe Lord, wbo caa~eth death aad restoret.h !&" (Bu.kd. 
8JD&g. Jucl. c. uxv.) · 

• Aat any of thea& miaeTable creatures what it is t!lat lllpporta thea 
aDder their aftlictiona. Will taey tell you taat the sympat.h7 ol their 
trieada and neighbours is all they want f Will they say that the hope 
ot better circumst.anees bean them up f They will sa;y no aach thlDg; 
:bee&-. aeither Crieoda DGr neip~ aor 110ythiog tU world -caa 
Ut'ord, will give them comt'ort in their troubles. Wb&t is it, thea, ~ 
-tloa comfort them ! .It is relifion. It ia a reliaace oo their Saviour. 

• :Eor DOthiug elae bllt the proapect of futve happineea caD be a aullcient 
relief fort preeent misery. Beligion ia a ne'f8Niiliog 80Ql'C6 of eomforl. 
It teachee him Ulat God brings good out of evil, aDil comlllaaicatlll thl 

· ~t blealiuga. ~r ~ the lll/il8t tdv-, Uill calamiU. 
u. ... O'fll'WbeiJailll. 



- ·-·~-· a.A'I'IIo -. .() n..•t· bdw . .daap, M1r.....,... 'LMrlMteultddir 
are . thy wounds, wherever thou d9at braudish thy cruel ...,.,..l Wife, ohildrea, &t~Mr, nei8"our, and id tbia 
i.at-.w fn.Mebip. ud broiberly loYe, are, in nll1nberletr 
hear. ta W«lpiBg, ~tribg~ ..oanriag i an61 witlt' tile prvphei 
alao, there is tbe utmost uailoo in tlae 'Siaeere ~~ 
i;iou of •tAJ. !:M!f #wtldter." ·· · ·. · · . · : • 

My friend&; .to-weep With 11ilelll wbe w~ t. to e+1 
indeed-if it .may De,ealled as eojoymea....._ll the luxury 
ef a tear~ To weep wiik~ whe weep~ ·it Q, ibdulg. 
ou.qf the- beet 88118ibititiea of bem.aoity. · To weep widl 
th~ whe weep, • iackled fu exercise Cluietianity iteelf: 
Yea; it ia:q imitatioa of Cbriat aad bia apoetle8-Jaa 
.pt! We ahe; laid .his dilciplea,. go and weep wttti 
bim. .A:acl c.e·we.imitatfl tbem ao fartbert Surely,.. 
ma,; fur _ll&viug· !'ept 1Pith th01e '!'bo ~··we m&)'Y 
all Df v.s,.w eome tuataoce or other, 1n·the MocJer 6tBM 
of h.lliUoity., wife awiif.tbe teat•trom-tbe mourner•a eye. 
Firat, participatieo and 'fmp&tlay doe& tbis: kind oflice iii 
part. Next, t.be consolatory idea gitM ua ftom ehriatiatl 
authority, tbat oar brother is not dead, but aleepeth, i& 
aliYe .ga.ia, shall riae in tile· reaorreetion of the just, and 
we witb .him, ifwe, aa.we boJ!e.he ~ath done, die \n the 
Lord; ahall' tos-ether, in bands of unsqllied and indi .. 
soluble frieod8h1p, live together with the Lord: this wif\ 
dry ur every tear. . Next, and finally, let alt who weep~ 
let al wbo hear me-nay, .could 111Y voice reach .the eara 
and the ·hearts of all who have beard of the mournful 
event which OC-008 my present addreaa-{ COuld WWa 

io aek, with all. the earoeatue~e whieh tbe importanu of 
ath aDd eternity call authorise, I could wish to ask~ 
Are ye old''l then you ilwt tlie! prepare then, ye aged1 

to meet your God. Are ye :y'OWlg ~~oea health bloo• 
vpoo the ooaotenanoe ?-are your bones full of marrowt 
--are your nerves, &B it were, like braes ?--doea yout 
mount -of life seem to stand steady and impregnable !~ 
do yoo eoant., from all hum&Q appearance, many, mu.ttf 
yean befor~ you 't-aod are ye numberinf many dayt 
between you and ,the dreary grave? Alas. let me aak .. 
who of you, ' ye youngest, ):8 moat healthy, and ye 
ltroDgeafi--wbo .C you, I wou~d aek, can have a..-bettet 
p!Oapeet of this kind than our dep~*d brother bimaell; 
had,b.u~ a. fe\f d~y• ~q? Awl 119w, behold. yCH.t! wita 
tW ~·-- ........... bwW.W.ia ... 
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~ ....... ; -ad w•meam o"f'ei b.IM, 81l1ing, ".JJitU lJ., 
~,tt!l • . 

c &rioue.eall! iolemn wa~! .Letl, then, our teaN 
t1 sorrow, wbicll W'8 aow humanely .bed for OUT departed 
~ . beceme tean of ·peoneoee for our ~ ofi'encea. 
~i 1111 weep- no more for him, •* 1e111tt bey&ad the jlld 
meaeure of humaDe and Christian &Aetion, fol" he aeed& 
ii not ;- ltut let ua w~ for ou1118l'vee, and· for our btetbren 
ybo- t.te•liill alive, that whea we haft shed tbo.e tean 
w.b\Ch . .._ utrao.lad ftom th~ IIOitOWB of- human ·life, w. 
wiay all of ue be 'JII'81)U'8d ·'- eDter· that -glorloua place 
where tbe tears .ban- be wiped hiD every eye; ·where 
eouow aod ligbing .aball be done away for ever; whete 
~ weary am .fur ever at rMt; and whezoe tbe joy of the 
twd aball make glad the oity of our ete,..J. babitatiou. 
'l'hat this may be the alutary e&ect · of our preaeot 
prow, tbe mOUMOtary- gajde and coueeUor .of ouJ 
future con4kaet, and, hereafter, t"he bppy pertion of- u. · 
ell, God of his infinite ~tn"Cy grant, through Je1108 Chlillt 
.-urLord. bf.aJ,~ · 

PRAYEB. · · · 

'· Ahnighty and everlasting God! who art always more 
te&dy to bear than we .to pray. and who ar.t always ac
~uetomed to give more than either we desire .or deserve, 

: " The Plain i>ea.Ier, in " Quevedo," ·thus addressed ~ &tteotive ~ 
lb language iHustratlve of the a.bove subject: "Son," said the old maa. 
..Uing, "I Ahall neither hinder nor envy thy delip.ts, but in pure pity I 
1foald fain ~ thea. Dost theo Jmow the pnce of a day, a hoar, or 
a minute f Dida~ tho11 ever. examine Ule value of timer Ir t4oa t.tiM. 
lJaou wonldst eo:aploy it better, &nd oot spend so IIUUil. bllaled O{'portwli
tlee apon 1z'i8es, &nd so euily aod insensloly part With 80 inestimable a 
~ What ia beoolne of day pelt honn? B&Te they made thee a 

' ~ to come again •beD th<Ml-caneet Cor tiMlm t Or e&1lllt thou lllow we which way they went f No, DO i they &re rne without reooverJ, aDd 
1t1 their flight, methioks, Time seems to turn hm head, and laugh over his 
moulder in derision at thole who made no better uae of him when tbeJ 
W him. Dee& thou bow that all tlae miHtas of oar H~ &re bat 111 
~ylinks of a chain that has death at the extremity, abll 8YWfDIOIIII!Dl 
briDg8 thee ne&rer thy expected dissolution? Perchance, while the word 
II speaking, it ma.y be &t thy very door ; doobtleaa, at thy rate of liviDg, 
It •ill be upon thee before thou a.rt lltlllllole of it. How stupid ill htf who 
611 while he live~, Cor hr of dying I How wicked ie he w1to U.. • if 
¥ ahonld never die, aDd only Ceara deat.h whea he COIDf8 to ilal it. I Be 
k certainly none or the w8lrt. that spends all his days ill lewdnees aod 
~claerf. without eoDilderiDg tht, Of his whole til!; ur minute mfa'ht 
~ .. llillleet.!' .. ~ ... ~·· -~.: "'N -· .. ·at ....... L. It • ! I. i 11.1 
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~r down upon WI, at thia time, tile diviDe eoaaolationa 
of thy Holy Spirit; ud be it aleo to ua a spirit of wiedom 
and undemanding. In thy hands are the spirits of all 
lil'ing ; and in thee alone we live, and move, and have 
our being. ThQu giveet, and thou takest away. Thou 
doeet what thou plea&e~t in the heavens above, and 
amongat the inhabitants of the earth. Be this our 
wWdom, to lmow thJt thou art . always, in all thy 
conduct, guided. by infinite juatioe, wisdom, and mercy. 
Give us, therefore, in ~11 thy judgments, the hearins ew, 
&Dd the Understanding heart ; lnd may they teach Ul 
the true let1110ns of meek.neea, retrignatiou, and_ patience .. 
Support the aftlicted ~n every trial ; and may that awful 
circumstance which, in the present moment, must extract 
the tear of friendly commiseration from every tender 
heart, teach us all the import;aot value of being alway• 
ready to meet our God. ln the midst of life we are all 
in death ; ~ne momel)t in health and streugth, the nut 
'bowed down in weakne• apd deatb. Teaeli 'Ua, gracioue 
Father, the ·uncertainty of all human dependeoeies; anft 
may we apend the pt'ellent moment as if we were aure ft' 
\'\'ere to be our Jut. Prepare us, 0 Lord ! for all ~1 
graei6u1 intentions: if we live, may we live unto the 
Lord; if we die, may we full uleep · in Jeeoa ; that; 
whether ltring or dying) we may be thine for ever. 
Sanctify this· awful moment 'to tbe ooaventon of evett 
bean. :Maj'tbe serious and important servfcee in wbiclt 
we have at this time been engaged, leave a auitable 
impression upon every mind ; may the aged read the 
oertsinty of death, and may the young read the uncer ... 
wnty of' life ; and may we, oue and Rll, be truly preL 
pared to give that solemn account which we know not 
bow soon we may be ealled to give. May pastors and 
people e~erly match the present moment to work out 
our salvation with fear and trembling, seeing we kno~ 
not bow soon the night cometh, when no man can work f 
and prosper thou the work of our banda upon ua; 0 
prosper thou our handy work ! that when thou, who art 
tbe final rewarder of all -them wbo labour in th1. vine. 
yard, shall come to render unto every one acoorc:ring .. 
his labour and bia work, we may be found amongst th' 
happy number who shall receive that pleasing invitatioq 
of ueo-,,. c4ildr• t( ,.,. Ft!IIMr, MteT ye iuo de jug '!f. "*" Ltml!" We beg it for Jesus' l&ke~ :.-,:Alia. ·• · . .-.. 
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SERlfON VI. 

ON BB~HERLY LOVlt 
I 

.UACIIBD AT CIU THAM, 117Nll 6, 1797, AT. TBB ANNI
VBUdT PROVINOU.L GB..AND LOnGE POR THJI: C011!1"1'T 

())' UNT. 

•Lowtu ~rm" 
1 ......... Ill. 8. 

. . 

IT baa been almoat alwaya euatomary, and, indeed, I 
.-appo~Mt'moat generaJly expected, at theM general mee~ 
illp J the -uueoie brotherhood, that., by w~y of corr 
nrtin1 ibe world, aatiafying the eoriou., convincing the 
flou b~ful, andenc~uraginJ the brethren., something ahooid 
)M adv&l'eed by the preacher, both to explain our Royal 
Order,. and vindicate tbe utility and , the purity of our 
"cret and mysterious union. And, ind~, did I now. 
ltand up in a aituatioo where our Order waa but newly 
~;e'rived; or could I ~ceive, in the countenance of qJJ 
bearera, any or either of the traita of igno~oce or preju
dice, I ahould think 10m.etbing. of this explaQatioo ancl 
'riwoaiioo, at this time, my duty aloao.1 . But, when I 

1 FreemuoBr7 il an Onler which zequi~ no viJI()ioatioD! ADd ,
llow frequently are we called on by the uninitiated to give an account oC 
ihe hope that is in liB. If it be a praiaewortby i111titution, say theT., Ia 
Ill 18'eetation of triampb, u if the aryromeat waa ananawerable, tr 1t ba 
uh·..,l;y beaa&cial, wh7 DOt throw 1t opeo to U. p1blic f Wh;y ~ il 
thrown open to the public. It is open to the inapeetion aDd particiJIIr 
tion or evJr! worthy and honett mao. Ita secreta are hidden from none 
but the recklela and prol'ane. True, It is not a proselyting eyatem, but t' 
..,.. ref'laMe to dilpl&y ita atorea to \he aerioas enquirer alter ~ 
And where ia tho IOciet7 to he roaiMI tbat clofa 1a0re r What pod woaw 
Pllllft .to any illltitution by the iDdiacriminate amalpmation of tho eril 
~ the goocl f The latter may have all the information they want, If 
0.1 apply in a legitimate lballner; and we aYoitl all CODllection with tbl 
...._:..._.Jupin~!.,....-... • tbat "eri •-ioaW. 
-.Pilll ...... ~ . . : . ·. . . .· . .. . ·-
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~t ·tilat. to. ilae m+r )t8li of ear prelelli ~\led 
bfetlaren. I have had· the mgh pri\lilese of ihia annual 
addreu eeveral· times before, I .am well penuaded thai 
they are iB general 10 well acquainted with the exeel.o 
leucy,. t~ uti~ity,. the wiiJdopa, an~ t}le pvi~y of the 
m&IOmo establiah!neot, · u to atand 1n ~~eed neJther of a 
aordial to encourage, nor a atimul)Ja to provoke in theii 
t'Qilduct, that seal wbieh is neceaary to the honeur, the 
.eomfort, or the .well--beillg of allaooiety. . 

To the re~t oi ay Pl1''"'nt audience-1 mean th'*' of 
dle female eex, 1 aod thoee of the , other who are noi 
llaaona, I can only say, I am, and always shall De, ver1 
much 8rieved, if ever they .hav~ the ·opportunity of 
ebeerviog anythiag, either in the public or private eon
duet of~na. which caa poaibly give them any cuae,' 
n'en to think lightly, mucli leu to ihiDk .evil, or detpiae 
tbJ&t Order, which · we, aa HIIIIOD&,. always boast of. a8 
royal, Joyal, Chmtian, and humane. If,. however, 
through the ill-conduct of any defective memlter of 
our eoeiety, (and I believe there are no aocietiea of 
human beings, in ibis state of human frailty, without ita
defeetive memben)3-if, I say, through ·the ip-eonduct 

. • There ve tWCJ opioioal &IDOIIglt the flaternity wbet.iler it be ~ 
dieat to admi' fem.lel into tbe Order. On the CoatiDaDt, tM qaeatioa 
has been decided in the affirmative ; but in England they are uoluded bJ 
uivenal practice. How far this exclusion may, or may not, be cour
teous, baa oot been determiRed'. It does oot ap~ that the continental 
loitiatio• or dte aoftlr ae.x .Jaaa procJ.eed &llf lfll'loa& diaMI'falltages. The 
times of ignorance llave ~ ~~y, when Ule female votaries, ~ ~ 
c:elehration of the Dionyswa Mysteri.e&. ueed to spread themeelves like 
tort'I!Dta over cities and whole provinces, half naked, aiKI with ctiahe'felled 
loeb, atteriag the moet frightful bowlinga; and their fraatic tra01porta 
....to aUribated to tile elect of di'Vioe inap~tieo. No lllCh ,.rcmysms 
ue aow &o be apprehended, ..bel u to UMJ.elwp tlat th17 an uabie' 
w keep • aecret-we know it to be un&rae. · 

1 Mackey oblervee, v:r,ta.!2; ~ " imiiiQI'al coadact, eooh u woaJd 
Abjeot. a. «iaodidaM for · · to rejeetieD, sboald be tbe ODJr e6'eaoe 
viaited with a.beelate ~· ·h. &he puniabiDellt is ~· a&ctillf 
the lllaiioo of "- one Upelled with the whole C..tennty, it lhoold ao' 
be impoeed for ~ rio!Mioa of apy auoaie act DOt poere.l in ita oW• 
..-. Bat tile ooDIIDielion of a poallJ.iJDmonl aot is a violatioa of tile 
eoniraot eotered iuto btltweea eacb lluoo aod hie Order. lf aactioued 
)»y eileooe or iapaait~wenlcl briar clilc&edit on tbe iol&itaQcm, aDCl 
teoc1 tQ impMI ita ue .._ M&IOJI, tbel'efore, who is a bad .aDt il, 
.., the lrateraity, wbat a mortified. funb je to the bocly, aad eba.ld be 
il'eated witJa the -.a mode of C~U&-be ebould be .ent e¢ leM hil ..... 

.-...-.--...-~~···•tiadaa." 

• 



• 

ttl 

of any .dafective lllllllbera· of the muoDic Ordet, theN 
.-e· any here who have been induced. to dM_piae, or ft'ell 
to think lightly 9f Jla10nry itaelf; let me beg of them, 
for a few momentli oaly, the charitable UTeBt of ~n~eh aa. 
uncbaritablejudgmcmt; aod believe me, from tbis B&Ored rlaoe, where I d1n. not trUle witb. :truth, that the ~vio8 

am about to give to my brethren &om .that JHH"tion of 
Jloly Writ which I have now re$d to you, will, though 
it were illustrated with aUl the o.mt&Hm*a of language 
and of oratory; .were I the C01,Dpleteat lll88tier of them, 
give you the true traita of a rMl and··unahted maaonM 
charaeter. · 

To you, therefol'e, my. beloved brethren, 88 you shall 
hear aad 88 you &hall ol!tey :the admonition of the Great 
Kaster of aaaembliet~, whioh is. hil woro, though DOW 
deli,vered .by the weakest of his workmen; to you I u:y, 
I look for that 'Vindication. of our pure and Royal·Order, 
whiGb, likeChristianityitself, is better vindicated by the 
practice of its :t»rofessor&, than by all that can. be Jl&id or 
written of it, d1d all angel speak, or. did an angel write." 

The admonition of.tbe day, then, is, '~ l~ tu brelkrea.~ 
I begin with obaervillg, that as t.Be created of the Al
mighty God the Grand Architect of the Universe, the 
world of mankind is one family, ia one brotherhood. As 
the redeemed of the Almigb'ty God the Saviour of the 
world, an are brethren; and Christ the eternal Go<) is our 
elder brother. Y e.e, he is the comer-11tone, which the 
level -of his love has so plaoed, as will one-day unite and 
then fer ever support tlie whole building of the Father'• 
creating love in au undivisible. and eternal unity.5 But, 

· • Notldng-Cllll be mere J118t ~ this tecolllillelldation. · n is by \be 
']R'l..W oonduct of tb& brethren tbat Masomy wiD be jlldged ~ tile 
'World. If a member of the fraternity be a bed hubaod, father, at 
triebd, the .eaemies of :M1180111'1 ~y aeize on the tiDIDJ?Ie u forming 
a 'f1tollil dlarge agtillllt the morality of the Ordet. Bat it is no BDCII 
dling. An tnatitation which teaches.ita memben to conduct themselva 
properly in all the relati0111 or civil society, eanttot be n!llponeible far 
every eolitary iastaoee of a 11011-obeervaDce of ft8 inetnlctions. 

• This is the perfection of muonie ebarity. Faith and Hope, tlloo~ 
eiiiiDtial to every one durin~ hla mortal pilgrimagoe, will have no place tn 
tbe l't!loiDI of blia. There we llhall eee tile thiDg8 wbieb are 1IOW uaseeo ; 
and ~ueutJy we ahall: not waut the evldeDoe of ll'ai*h. The W 
atep of tb& maaonic ladder being tri11mphantly pMHed, will be fOI' enr 
dolie away. 'l1lere we shall pOIIe88 the tldD88 we now hope for, there
fore we aWl aot aeed ·* lllppott . cl11ope ; aud tile I8GOIId step will 
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.y lrieade. it· iJ to he lainetit.d, ht although u •he 
~~ •. aad u tbe redeemed 'If the eternal and just 
God, the u.niveual werid is a brotberbood,-and all ought 
*- have baen • 'brethren ; yet, how fUally aMI univer ... 
.,.uy do we find, 8oth in-· praetioe and aentimentt tbie 
'brotherhoQd disaeminated. Look into tile- world, and· 
J811 ~ aati.cm rile asaiDIIt nation, aad kingdom agai08t 
N!JJtdorp J- nay,. lfhat ia &till wone, and mo~· bitterly to 
be fa.JDeoted, we fiBd in the preeent evil day, kingdome 
divi.Qed against .tbemeel"ea ; neigbboare diatraof;ed with 
di8118D8ioos f aDd, auoh is the great declension of brotbre
Jy_love, ·:thai even in the little eircles of family compaot, 
1f(e often find. three against tw~ and two- again8t tbTee. 
Ho.w sorrowful, and. how .much to be lamented it! this 
reft6cti011 on ·the. def@'Ction df that love which ought to 
be the eemen~ ef every ·human .heart ; for ·nought 'bui 
$bia love teaewed can pD.-ibly give any true felicl~ ·to 
ihe huDl&IUioul. Now, this detection-of the· human heari 

for ne~ vauiih.. But whiP Fait4 aod Ho}l!:l aball h..-e bad tbeir perreet 
eoosninmation, Chanty will still remain. 'fhe third step of the ladder 
peaetratea tbe bighB~t heavens,·and can never be destroyed. And when 
tile~ of·~ is paeeed;' &ad Wle-are admitted into the Grand 
Ladle above, the ~o• tl .. ~ ligbt, the brilfb' be&• of ~ 
willOe !ully inCuaed mto our seuls, and we.aball make~ pmo. eom
pany Wlt'h the angels and archangels aud all the host of heaven. Ooe 
briod aod · ooe v6ice will animate tltis heavenly' society; and that mind 
..,d ibM '99ice wiD celebrete the praises of muooie cltarity; AH will 
unite in t.J.e most- periec' llarmony ro adore the Great ·.A.rehitect of tiM 
U oiverse. Mntual17 rejoicing in each. o~'a • happiDelltl ; es ~ will 
be no want. to relieve, or distresl!ll8 to commiSilratA!, all in that bleased 

ftlled with the pare 8IIII8Wie of spirit¥! Mesonry. 
u be freq111111tq <bB io·tbeaeaeDDOna, totlleall...,rblng 

top ;y, tile FreDOh IS'fohnioa, Ill which I.atarfe, ia his "11Wtor1 
pf"Freemiaoary," 1bas deaeribea the origin·:-"' .A.bout the midclle oftbe 
eighfAieDth oeotvy, the atetati .on the Ooatirleat "1118'8 divided into two 
great pertiea. The oae Ill&)' be OOIIIideled u u.Jeallita, or adlterenta tc. 
ibe Catholic mpena~tion, who were \)romoterl of political·&Dd religioul 
deeJIOtism, aDd incaleMed the doetrinea ol non-rilllltaooe and paaai\'8 
obeiiieoee. !I'he other party wu·oemJIC*Id .cl IDID wllo were frieada to 
iMre forJDed reli«ioo, eDellli• ofsaperttitioa ud e.u.Ucism, ud 10pport. 
.. of the abellld doctriae of the fnftzlit& perfectibility of tbe human 
mind. They were di-*'alecl with tbM e1Mer7 wblob wu impoeecl by 
the deapo• of t.be.OODtineatal rut.. aDd tile ~tien of the clluch 
,r Rome ; . and many or t.helll. eotertaiMd opioiolie aclYeNe to the Ohri&
tian relicion, aad to f11lflr1 existing form efgoYernmeot. Between tbele 
fiwo pardee then was. a ~al *"MJB. for power, wmch termiuatad 
~~-~lfi~. ' .. . . . . 

/ ' 
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&em the esercise. el bhttbetlr loft,. wlaieb ii'Gle '-vdy 
eeeence of ita batare &Ud felicity, ~Diellted to :aceordius 
to its reality, 8Qd lameoted OVer aecor.dill!'ilo itl miachieT.:. 
oua tendeuey • ita tQ.iaerabl~ CODIIeqoe~ opens U 
oW' ~w at once the exet\l~ney of every baiMI o1 uniod 
and ao.nety which ·~Ml, in .any :d88fee, renew its ~en&
rated B.&ture, or by IJilY Jn,88D8 l8811or•,. in the.li-.es of men, 
ite deadeaed faculties to ~ife, ~vigour, aod to exereia& 
Hence, in a general aeue, witbo•t entering iltto ita par
ticular Qlerita, I take upon me te aaert· the ezceUeney 
of the maaooio uniqn.7 Yes, my fri~ I feel·oo -hCMita
tioo in eay.iug, that this union . of man with ~ao. bas itll 
foundation in GOd, who built .the univerte,· and· is the 
God of love. From this aource·of I eve. is be\VIl ita ebiel 
corDel'-atone, wboee name ia Glory, ad whette oatare il 
love; anti. when He -who will 4lbe day: eoillpltMie the 
buildiDg of his · redee~ing mer~y, sllall eome to celleot 
bis j~wels, he .will place in his kingdom, aa the wnameatl 
of his triumphant grace and glory, every real M&JOn; 
and whatever his station .may have been in tb~ wor~ 5 
whether a master to dev1se, a warden to explllln tboae 
devices, a steward to superintend, a secret&Jj ~ traa
acribe, or a workman to -.raittethe buitdiag- by bie baDdy 
laboun-all shall be aooeiiM'ies aod auistants to tbft 
grand edifice "Of uniV'ersal fove, a.nd all shall be rewarded, 
not altogether according to the perfection of his perform• 
aocea, or the sublimity of his atatioo ud ofliee, but ia 
a great me&~~ure, according to tbe sincerity of his inteo
~ona, and th-e zeal of his ende&volll8.1 

, · 

. 'I'• tlaia uuiolt, if r.irlyworkell ftt, Ia the ~ of brOtlerlJ 
lo:te- Like tile vtnae dealribed 1»7 tlae ~-ita appHcatiob ia JlObii 
aod uteaaive, "it Rll!retb _Jon~ ~ is kind. '1• Tile t.rue .Maalm wiD be 
llow to~ ad eMl to forgl-.e. Be will lllay his fa.lliDt brother bf 
po*le uJDODitioa, aD4 wam him kituily of a'JII)I'080biilg ~· He 
will oot opeo his ear tlo tbe elucleren. aacl will Cloae lril tipa agaiust au 
reproach. Hia f'aalte aad hia follies 1t'il1 be loeked Ia Ids Meut, aDd the 
praJW for fiiiJitC1will uoeDd to .lehovab·for )ria brother's aioa. Nor wiJI 
ibelie 118Gt.imellta of beoeYOieaoe be oollfkled io tboM who are boood tt 
llim by ties of kiDdred or worldly lrleudabJp alone ; bat enendillg thelt 
~t tbe globe, be will love aud o8eriela all who sit IM!eeir.t.h tile 
........ CIIDOIJ1 ol oar .uiftrallodp-for it -Ia the bollllt a( ear iDiti. 
tion, t.W a 11--. .__ • .ad. worth7, ma1 8tad in ~ 
llro&bel-, lllld in eYerJ .lucl a home. (Macka;r'elaioon Ia v. 0 · . 

' " IC'fel')' ._ber of tbe r~," _,., Bro. Moore, (.MM. : 
vaL L. p. B6J " ia acooan~ for Wa Ooadact u a liaR toaa7...,.. 
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, ~viet· tit-. IPJ J,elovlcl .b~ briel.y poiotaed oa\ 
~ oe~ity·of your labaur, aDd. t)le certainty and exeel
lepcy Af your intended ~ward, jou will now, I truat, 
perm.it ~a, in the plaio_ laugu•p .of I:Ul humble br~ther 
labouter, w poiut out -:W -you a little more particularly 
the- nature of this your work, in ~e rebuilding, m . the 
hu~n heart, t~t teJJJple of lov~, which pride, ambition. 
aod oovetouaneu, ~ve teo_ lJnivertally destroyed. And 
~- I am JUre, I ebaU be,ve yo1Jr full permilli® to ·do. 
when ·I mention_ tbe two. graod motives of my prea~ 
•tt~mpt, ~ely, first, t9-stir up-Jour pure minds by w.ay 
9f remembraace; and, f~dly, to explain t9 othera, 
lritbput betl'aying any.aec•.et, the gr•d-eese.ntial of our 
UDiOD~BROTHBlll3 LOVJi.8 . .. 

First, I wou_ld obaerve, this ma:soni_, labeut, my bretb-> 
._ begins in the p~. This . is ·the. foUDtain, and 

iy constituted lo~~Be; b~t if · be be ·a member of a particular lodge, he fa 
more immediately reeponsfble to it. A Mason ~cquire8 some special 
!Jrivileges ~ aeeommg a QleJI!Iber of a l~<r&, and he bas to pet'form special 
..me. which he might uo& othenrill8 be aubjeeted to. .bilt he eaten 
~ oo uew oblirt.io• ~the fraternity gener.ally, and hi& aoooUDtabilif.J 
is uat iocrea.'!ed any furtner than ~rds the f'aitht'ul perfermanee of th01!8 
~al duties. Heooe, the di&re~~ce betWeen those brethren who are 
.aembera· of a l~d theM who are Dot,· is. that the members are 
~ to. obey the m Qf their ewn particalar lodges, ill 8dclitioa to 
the general duty to . e fra1.emicy. .A.gain, every .Mason is bound to ohef 
the I!WDIDOns of a lodge of Master Maso111, whether be be a member ar 
ethmri~~e. This obligstio« on the part of au individual clearly implies a 
~-in. thf.l~ to investigate aDd control his eouddct iD all thing~ 
wJtic,h OODeerD tOe ill~ of the ialtitutioD, This power C&DD0t be ODD
toed to those brethren who are members of lodgEs, for t.he obllptiou • 
poeral." . . . 
• · o ID the Unit«! etates Freemucmry is carried out ill ita ~ pel'
ildion; 8114 tbis is d¥t ~ of • Gl'lllld M.u&er to aia bNIIkea ' 
"EncoDrllfie, by every meaJIS m your power, a spirit of uiJion, Uaattriead
lllaip and brotherly love may pervade each boaom~and auimatuach heart. 
Theaevktues abHld be carefully baculcated. Theyooutiata1.e-theCl8IDI!Ilt 
)vhich noites the different parts of the edifice iuto oae comaon Jlll8ll J 
without it the building will CODBist of rough stones, rudely throwu to
gether, without barm9u1 or prot~:etioo. Cultivate, my bret.hreo, ltiellll
ihip aud brotherly love, aa a. boud of uniOD-tiB important to the ~ 
JWJnon)", aDd integrity of the lodae 1 support and eoco~ each other 
lo ~ laudable Wldertakiug, aua iD all C8llell adaolliah with ge~~tJ--, 
aDd reprove without ~rity. IC diifereneas arise amoug brethreu, ea
deavour to still the tamlllt of angry pallllion, inBtead of adding fuel to 
tho flame. If lLaiooa were thWJ inlueneecl, III&IIY u erri.Dg bretlal 
would be recalled 6-om his waoderinp, and harmony would lte reatol'e!l 
bol.ween brothers which had been intAimlp1.ed by ciremDSIJA:wee ofteD tri'* 
ud of DO material ~llltUe." 



\ 

-~lD ~ .al11he 11111* ~~Mm• takef•• riie. 'Nd", 
a bitter' ~u~tlin, you. know, IHiMa fott'h tiitterlltreame 
,...... aweet fountaia elmdeth for.tb ita 'ffholesb~ rivulet.; 
behee also, we al'e adv.iaed in· the Holy Sctiptorea, "'bt 

_ keep the heart wi.th·aU diligence;. for· out Ol'it aP'e' ~6 
· teeuee of life.." · If t.he fountain ii· Clear, · the 1ratm will 
be cle&r alsO. Fl'ODl ooe epriag ~th noii.•·t&e· bitter 
and the sweet. Le~ ·you'r heart ,Chink evil .r your bro:' 
ilier, and ten thousand to ol'lt!l but if·the~·~etht 
-or the band. ie stretcb~d··out,; he ~11-feel the 116vedtr· of 
slander, and· hie neeessatei, however· great or many, will 
l'.eiD&in nnrelleved. .How beautiful and how· exeelletfC; 
then~ is that . advice @;v.eu Uf by the hlepiration o( the 
&J;l~rit of love: •.•tqink.. not e'fil" o'lle. of'.~, ht ·be 
ktntUy ._:ftectieJ*.}," ' · . · · ·. · · 

Again, my brethren, if' .we woUld liYe in illtl eDNtle 
of brotherly lo'Y'e, we um&t oot ~nly endeavour .to k&Jap 
~he a'ffee~ions oft~e :heart nutq,inte~ with di\rk !SUSpicio~ 
and eyi[ !lllriPiaea J bu't, if.I .may 80 ~,. we ~114t..keep 
.aleo the 881' of. th~ ~rt. u.oorr.npted· with- evil report, 
and·not orily endeavo'!l.r not to tbin .. R'Urmise, :or·susp.em 
Jny evil ag~inst our btiltber, t>ut always eoo$.dar itJso 
that sueh is the grand ahar~r of evil f,~~u:t, t.b,.t .it.il 
•lwayt! attended .with 110: mueh e-.ggera'liion, · t.h&t DO& 
once in a tb.oasand times oaght we· t6 li!ten· to it, and if 
·'fle are ob1iged tQ listen to it, not .opce m a th9u~ 
time,& aught we te believe,. ai m~at, IJIO!'e than -4 .thou-t 
&andt_h part of it.1! This ia indeed a nlltnlirical caution·; 
but I am sure its numbers are ·not toQ lar~ely ealculaf.ed:i 
fo.r if the heart .ja o~.IIUifef;ed .to pe ~ted by an evil 
aur ... t Ol the es.r. -eoPrapt.ed.tw.it.t. aa evil npori, tM 
.· . . . . . . . '· . , . ... 

.; 

10 "There ·Me some untbrtnnat.e pcl'I!Gil!!," says·· Knight, (Qo 'fate, 
p. ~~.) "who, by frequently telling a fa!Be. · hood, Mc!ome, a.t lea«th, dupes 
to their- own impoeture, and slaves to their o~ weak:ness', by liabifu.illr 
making othel'll slaves to it ; for, 118 this kind of weakness both· &leda ~ 
iB ted by vanity, it at ftrst .. aft'tll'd!l them a apecions claim f.o e~ lellali 
and unreuooablt! lndn~ce ; and 'llltima!ely excuees, in ~ OW'Il 
estimation, not only fJ'ITfJ'rY omial!ion, but almOst every violation .r the 
t\l'~Wical dadea of their station in ~· Like the· flleeroiee of· the 

' PhU~'hical politiclari, 81' the calculatiObl! ol the abst.nt.et ma'tJleiD. 
tieian, the benevelence of pet'IIOil8 afllieted with thia oocentric sort ot 
llllllll.'bfll.ty is too refined fOr the ordinar1 oocurrenees of litl; \Vbicla N6 
tither too- islsillid to at1nct thCr o'ilaeM'atton, or too ooarae 'to merit 
.. attluitioa.,. . ·, . . . " 
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....... •Bl·~ e.lfii~y---d··~~;Mct;jbe._. 
will too ~lleDtlJ eit~ be bound from d~g good or 
etretobed ollt for misebief.;. yes,·~ fJ'8Ciue_1itly, in thia 
-.e, e.re ·,both. th~ '1;oqgqe Md ~ .• g.U.ded .b.J . ~ 
~ioot·of t~ hem, .and ~ and O&mdnet ~e. tJie 
$Jaucrlp5 of o~ion. u . . • . : . · ·. , · · . 
~. TberefOl'e, on~ .to the tbo~ghte...aful &6otiona of ihlt 
~s iD. the eu'l:eise of bretherly love,. we O&tllrallf 
proceed to. caution that little unruly member &f tbe 
·:body, .the WIJP· 'J;hi~ indeed,. m~ be called t&e 
tnmlpei of· the h~ .. for if the .h61U't. is ,pure,. it will
~· fonh~ur~ thlllp. It is ~e pen of the heart i for 
if. the ~ lS embittered.._ the .tongue is ~. lik~ly to be 
a bitter. scribe. X be el;ulP&C4u" of thy hfothR, remem
bJtr, is. &, sacred oepollit; l&.y jt; •o~ out, .then; in. cmel 
aland~ . ·The .chato.cter ofa man is his greatest treuure.; 
fOl'l'D.pt ~· .t~~u . this. thy br~t9er's .IIU)~ treasure, ~ 
ita purity .. a irreeoveraele • . It ia, 1ri tbia seuse, like th, 
lif9 of .thy .brotb~r ;. take -it a.way, ~nd thou canat · ~V6F 
restore. it •.. · W ~nd .biB bpdy, OJ". unpair his health,. the 
aurgeon and the. piylician,. by thy intereSt and &,dvice, 
:mq be~tl the one anti reat.ore t~e dther; injure bia pro
perty,,. an4 thou m..-yes; if thou \est it by thee, reaiOre 
him tenfol!l ; but if, with the breath of alands.r, thou b~t 
pl()w upon ·~ · cltaraeter-if, with the l&ngu'8e oLevil" 
~eakiqg, thou but·w.ounoest his goed. name, ten thou
sand words io vindi~ation will .seldom 'restore what ()ne 
l!ingle. ~yllable has! in many instan.oee; ill : ~ ~~ 

. })la.sjed.12 ~~p, thea? 'the door of thy lips, no~ ever W 
tho . frantio moment of r~venge wo~nd that' which, io 

It bdeed, we oaagbi aln11 tG De ~ with Ule gn.rda. Dy w~h 
Ul&.lawa or ~asoflry hM:e proteeW the Ot:der ·from evil. · Thus, it any 
lodge ahall 6flend against a specific law of tl!e crd; it lhal1, at U,. 
discretion of the Grand or Pro;vincial Grand Master, 1le subjec$ to admcto 
nition, fine, or suspelllli~. , . If fill& be the pnoiiluDept awarded, it abaJl 
be, . for the first O&uce, .. not less than one poand nor more than five 
pounds;· for a seeond oJenoe of a aimUar uatare within three Iet.n, i* 
iba.ll be not less than two, nor more tlaan ten ~da ; and if tJie lodp 
BhaJl J'8l'wre to t-Y tbe Gne, or lle g~iy of.,. third o&uce, the lodge abai 
1le erased, &lid 1ta oonst&tioo lorJti~. . AJl &fill which.. are levied upea 
~ are applied to tlae ceoeral. charity. · .. 

Tlli$ paseap cootains & beaatifnl n!hence to several ptllllllgf8 ill tht 
Jeetures, to whiCh it will be nnneoeaaary to call attention, as eft87 brother 
who hill paid tlle . slighU!st reprcl io tile general baam. of the lodp 
will.recai ~w hill~ ~w lait•-. .· ... 

• 



. '• 
....... ~,...,...,.~·,w$111• -....,la -.-.. 
9tm4 years to heat. ~biH. ~ ~ btrt ·never.·~ 
1jbe 'WOrst ; re'fenmee • and i~taie-ibe· geofl ·qval~ o! 
•tberi, bu.t :to:· all. theit def6et..,. wh~b81" real or imagi•. 
aaty,.~ ·a.M~~ m ~· ~d thus ptvve·'e ille:-w~ 
-wh~e ·eye ls. eunoua, Ill4eed, ov<tr ~tbat-'OM 
f)f the ·weeretl· ·of Ma.ilonry: i11" tla.e· eo~t ·of.· ._ 
ltrother'll falll~, !'~h, bi ·~~;-·ee~Li .naither )HI 
-.tended-119F oblit~.~~ · • · .. · • ·· · .. ·. , 
' From .ettt iocaatloo ~· -tOO.·~ of tbe 

bearl, aud·th~·lauguJg6·ofth.e·tOugue, w8.'Dext. betVally 
infer ~bat the ootion will ··b~ kind, ..a.nd ~·;Wnd w1ll be 
lij}eral. .. Ye~~ .aieOI'diug. 'o . the·· e.xplat~.-n w.bicib, '8.1 i 
ebaer\fed in -the· ~ibnio«, fO.Ilo•s out tes.t-, .. -.tJe 
love aa.ltrethren. in heart s.'Bd CJcKlV~lt; will. iJr. their 
aonduct ~o ea;cb otll«, ·~Mi·pitifut, ··wHtbe·~~ . · ~ 
· .. · Now, .this brGtherly;:Wve, in· it&·opn~~~·f»i 
dtus divided: the fonner,.·namely;· to :te. pitifpl,.·'Wi{l 
1eide o11r ac~ i'o. the exer*:oft'barlty llld-l,indneu; 
the latte~:, ·.na.'mely, to be· eoiirte<)liB, will ·foinl 14$1 mea., 

. :nen, both as men, a1f eiti.eens,- abd. a&·tl8:8on~~- · · . • 
· First, to be·pitiful. To be ·truly-' pitiNl, in ~ acnp.. 
iloral ~nse of the word, i$ fur the ri~ and. -oplllent, et 
~very degree, to look after, w -listeo 1lo, ·to reJ&rci, llld' to 
't'elieve, as far as· lie& in thetf p6W.et, the necessi~ a. 
miseries, ~nd tlre diBire~ of an *hose whv are bene.tk 
them, in il,ll the temporal eircnm~Jtan~ df human tile.; 
and tbu~, to i~itate ~ur -ef6er Brotltetf •.bq s~t hilA 
lif~ in dOing go9(1 ; JUid, ilt last, gave:..tlt(\~ li~ as a SBCJi .. · 
~ fer. the de.atruetioa of -aU evil llld· ,tnlSe,.y .If.,.-To imi-

... . 
:. ".rule~ thi8 ~ aiw~ ~~weft ~f ~~in hm·.-,-. 
m his ~ ·llnd eveD better, lJeca'Di!e, Wheft :prea/lat, he 'fa ab)ll ~ 
ieW hiiD88it; not to deftune him, or l!llfter hint to be ~ lf ·it ill 
So oar power to prevent it ; _.,nd . i( nnfortllnately, • · brother'll'eoiMtaat 
abcittld be 8o bid 'that we we ~ble truly ~ 8pealr well or ll,lm, It· ia that 
ear duty to adopt l~e distinguishing TU;ue of. Ollt' Be~ .,. 
llOtbiu~. . . . . . . . 
. It ADd this will aot only eleft1e our Own. ~o.racter in the estito.atiou 
IJf mankind, but will add new taurels 'to a cience whj is ra idty 
§li'\'Jading over the whole face 0f the gtobe, and excrcisfu i At 
fiiftuence to the poor and needy of every clbno.te, religion. an olonr. 
· ¥ One great· p•rpo!lil of Freemasonry is th pruetioo of the a 
el'tlle ; and by thi\J it. ill distiDgUished ilbove very other ~ iDst!
~ ia ·tM a_._....._a otUa 0\aritice. Oharity il it. · 
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tiLte in our human connections, as far u human abfiity 
will permit, this glorious character, who is the author 
of Christianity and the patron of Masonry ; medicine iw 
to be administered to heal the sick; the hungry are to be 
fed ; the naked are to be clothed ; the sorroWful and the 
drooping mind is to be comforted and consoled ; the 
wanderer is to be recalled into the paths of peace, by 
the solicitations of tenderness and compaaaion; and the· 
ignorant are to be taught, with mildness and affection, 
the leaaons of virtue and wisdom. These are the oftioet 
of the pitying bosom ; and this ia the character of the 
Christian and the Mason, i. e., to be regardless of our 
own pleasures, that we may aoothe the sorrows of our 
afllicted brother. 

Methinks some, who expected, from a masonic sermon, 
something more curious and novel, will be ready to u.y 
I am preaching nothing more than the old sentiments of 
the Gospel, which, from this place, is daily sounded in 
your ~ ; my friends, I yield to the truth of the obser
vation ;· nor will I receive that observation aa any 
rerroof: for I am sure I may assert, with the consent of 
al my brethren, that a portion of masonic secrecy il 
Christian virtue, and the precepts of the Gospel are uni
versally the principles of Masonry.• 

Hence, turning again to the brotherhood, and enforo-
ing my admonition, I say to you, " Love tu hre~Aren ;" 

both as & moral and & ~ous feeling. We imita.te the enmple in the 
text as t&r as hum&n inlimnty will permit, and l&ment th&t we &re obligecl' 
to (all short or it. 

If From this paseage alone we m&y gather the sentiments or oar pioaa 
brother respecting the real tendency or the Order. It is true, that at 
the period when the &bove sermon was preached, a ch&'rlre WIIB loudly 
re-echoed through the l&nd that Masonry was a system of deism. But 
wh&t were the feelings or onr best a.nd wisest brethren when this un
founded &CCUS&tion was first publicly urged ? .Et.ch worthy brother toot 
up his pen in defence or an Ordel' he revered, eager to repel a charp 
involving our reputa.tion as individuals, a.nd our dearest interests as a 
public body. ODe says, that " the society or Freemasons model their' 
ceremonies upon this foondation, that there is but one God, who m118t be 
worshipped in spirit and in truth." .Another 8l!8e11a, th&t " Freemasonry 
is an Order whose inBtitutiou arise on the most solemn and sacred~· 
eiples or religion." .A third ~ still more explicitly, " the lmo . 
of the God of nature forms the rst estate or our profession ; the w p 
or the Deity under the Jewis law is described in the ltel1nd atep or 
Masonry ; and the Christian dispensation is diatingnisbed in the lmi Uld 
bigbelt order." 

9 
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be pitiful ; eeek. the cottage of aftliction, where m~ 
reign• with her iron rod ; lay the arm of mMOnic affec
tion, which is the very arm of Christian love, beneath 
the neck of thine afBicted brother. Whilst he lives, eup
port his drooping head, and cheer his afBieted heart; 
cover him with the garments of kindneaa and of friend
ehip ; administer to him the cordial cur of brotherly 
affection ; and however great or smal may be thy 
ability, always remember that a cup of wine, or even a 
drop of water, either given in the name, and with the 
heart of a brother, shall in no wise be forgotten. If he 
dies in the afBiction, comfort him with kind admonitiont, 
and close his eyes with the last offices of fraternal love; 
but let not this love cease to act in thy brother's behalf, 
because hie epirit is departed, and hie person no more an 
object of neceuity. No! cease not the exercise of thia 
dhrine affection; for, perhaps, in thus dying, thy poor 
brother leaves to your care and kindness the mourning 
widow, or the helpless orphan.17 

And here, indeed, is still more ample room for the exer
cise of masonic and of Christian philanthropy, than thou 
couldest poBBibly exercise in the fife of thy brother. Yes, 
the widow baa lost her partner, her support; and what 
ie etill, if poBBible, a keener wound to the human bosom, 
perhaps, a family of helpleae orphans have lost a tender, 
an affectionate father.1' Their wants, both of food, of 

" Freemasoney' hu tunds and iDatitutions by which relief is aft'orded ia 
aD tbeae cues. It h88 a fuod or benevolence, for instance, which C&IIDOt 
be lntringed on for anl other purpose, but is strictly and solely devoted 
to charity. The distribution of this fund takea place once in fm!r1 
montl!, generalll on the last W edDesday, on which the board meet tor 
that purpc_l88. The preaident is strictly bound to enforce all the regu)a. 
tione of the craft reapecting the distribution of tl!is fund, aDd must be 
perfectly satisfied, before be allows any petition to be read, that all the 
!'8«1Uired formalitiea have been complied with. To preserve the strict.ell 
imjlartiality, three grand officers are to be specially snmmonlld for each 
~. by the Grand Master himaelf, who are to act as the Master aDd 
W ardeila of this lodge ; aDd if either should be abeent, the brother eeaior 
In rank, then preaent, is to mpply his place. There can be no can .... 
iDg of the members, and each caae ought to be determined, by tbe parit7 
or maaonic feeling, on its merits alone. 

• ThNe are loeses which are calculated to produce a grief which it 
would al'pear morally impoiBible to allay. But Masonry and religi011. 
are prov1ded with a remeily which will soothe their wolllided spiritll b7 
tbe fuftuence of peace, holineaa, aDd the judicious application of 111111path1 
aaclnllet 
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clothing, and of education, are unprovided for; and they 
are exposed, not only, perhaps, to the poverties of the 
world, but to its vile temptations. 

Still further, for perhaps, also, amongst them an helP: 
less female orphan Is left destitute of a father's arm, and 
of a father's neart. 0 ! brotherly love, here exert thy 
power ! here, I beseech Thee, thou God of mercy, let 
brotherly love shower down, hover over, with all it1 
~&ered influence, and infuse into the hearts of all, to exert 
every endeavour to enlarge the benevolent purposea of 
that charity, which is an asylum for the unprovided 
female orphans of the departed or the distressed brethren 
of the masonic union. 

To you, my brethren (for I cannot forfeit this opportu
nity of recommending it, when meeting so many leaden 
of masonic societies)-to you, my brethren, I would 
recommend this invaluable charity with peculiar zeal ; 
and though, perhaps, none of us may now stand in need, 
yet, surely, we know not how many of us may, some 
time or other, be glad of such an asylum for a belovtd 
child of our own.18 

If, then, a God of Providence bas, in any degree, put 
it into our power, let us exercise that power, at every 
opportunity, in the support of such a benevolent design; 
for, methinks, if, with tlie whole of this benevolent chari
ty (I mean of the Cumberland School), but one female 
orphan should be saved from the pit of vice and prostitu
tion, that one salvation is worth the whole chanty of all 

19 In reference to the above cases, it may not be uninteresting to give 
the following brief account of the masonic charity for clothing and edu
cating the SODS or poor and distressed Masoos, t!l!tablished in the year 
1798, and plnced under the sanction of his Grace the Duke or Athol, 1.. 
D. 1801. 'l'be United Mariners' Lodge, No. 23, observing with concern 
the distressed circumstances of several of their brethren, and the exposed 
situation or their children j and viewing with pleasure the daily progrea~ 
making in the Freemasons' Charity in St. George's Fields for Feinale 
Children, induced them, at a meetmg holden on the 3rd day or July, 
1798, to consider of means for establishing a masonic charity for clothing 
aDd educating the sons of indigent Freema10os ; and for that purpoae 
they immediately opened a subscription, which, at their second meeting, 
had incrensed so much beyond their most sanguine expectatio1111, tlui.t 
they were enabled to admit six children to the benefit of the charity. The 
fond subsequently increased to a very large amount ; and a great num
ber oC persons, who are now meritorioll8 members of society, reeeiftd 
tbeir education at thia achool. 
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the world. Love as brethren ; be pitiful 'f' pity the help
leMn888 of infancy, but especialfy the helpleasnea of 
female infancy; for, my friends, it ia an umversal expe
rience, in some degree, that, from these trained up in 
ldrtue, we cannot fully estimate what we enjoy. Female 
virtue is the very source of family honour, family wealth, 
family virtue: from the contrary, too often we endure 
'fthe contrary; namely, family disgrace, family poverty, 
family vice. Ten thousand are the arguments we could 
euily produce in support of the excellency of this chari
ty fl out, methinks, Solomon, that great experiencer 
f\nd that great discriminator of female worth, gives us 
one which will answer the whole-" The price of a vir
tqous woman," says he," is above that of rubies."21 May 
~1 of our sex, who experience and enjoy this valuable 
:gosaeaaion (I doubt not but my address here is univenal), 
~roperly estimate ita real value ; and from that estima
tion exert all our power for its increaae, ita protection, 
it.s security. 

We now come to the second observation of brotherly 

• Tbe spirit or benevolence wu nefti' more univeraally or more eftlca.. 
oipualy exerted than at present ; proviaion for tlle aged, the poor, and the 
infirm, being abundantly found amongst the Masons of every COIUitl'y in 
tbe world ; and Freemasonry bas now reason to boast of every exoelleDce 
that the J)l'~Wltiee of moral a.nd aocial virtue ca.n confer. 

ll To the benevolent ezertioDS of tbe Chevalier Bartholomew Bupiui, 
tbe fr&ternit;r are indebted for this establiahmeot. Under the~ 
ol her Royal Higlmeaa the Ducheaa of Onmberland, the school wu origm
ally formed, and by her fostering~ it flourished abunda.ntly, owing to 
her atrenuoua exertions in it. bebalf, not only amoogat tlle members of 
the royal famlly, but also the nobility and gentl'y of bOtll aexe&. On the 
lat of Ja.naary, 1789, fifteen children were admitted into a houe, pro
vided for that purpose at Somer's Town, St. Pa.ncraa. A magnificeDt 
wilding was anbaequently erected in St. George's Fields for the accom
modation of the chifdren ; a.nd it is now in fulf and beneficial operatigo, 
l,1ld nobly BO.pported by the donations of the wise and good. 

• There is a fervour, says a popular preacher of tlle day, in the soil of 
tile female heart, which never mllalll sending up what it reeeiTeB, be the 
culture ever so BC&Dty ; when abundant, the return is invariably glorioaa. 
We ))ave numberleu examples or women in the holy writings, and in 
~ ~od of Christianity, that 1111 ns with astoDisbinent at i.be aacrecl 
anblimtty ADd heroism of their characters ; a.nd the history of the pqan 
world, particularly the austere and virtuons days of the Grecian arid Bo
man commonwealths, aftbrd likewise the most illustrious proofs that the 
II!X, wbenjroperly directed, ca.n be more than the rival of man in flVf1r1 
w::tion, an f1m1 aacrillee that gas to dignify a.nd ealt tbe hamaD ..... 
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love, in ita active operation ; and, as I naturally suppoee, 
from the time that I have detained you, it will not be 
unpleasant to say, it is the last I shall deduce from our 
text, namely, the formation of our manners from that 
plain admonition-" be courteous." I must here premises 
(and I hope the premisal will not be offensive to any one, 
and especially when I auure you that I have no mten
tion of offending any one) ; I must here premise that I 
am a friend, not to equality in its present faMiionable, and, 
I may truly say, destructive construction, however hard 
I may have laboured to convince you, that the whole 
world are brethren : no, but I am a friend to due subor
dination; and, as a friend to due subordination, with my 
text, I must now also be an advocate for it: due subor
dination, then, I must observe, is the life, it is the soul, 
it is the whole felicity of all society, and without it all 
sooiety falla-peace it war, order is confusion.•. Let God 
Jay &llde his superintending power, and nature, that mo
ment, becomee again an undigested chaos; take the rein• 
of government from the wise, the tender, the judicious 
hands which now ~uide them, and my life for yours, if 
your nation, like Ita neighbouring kingdom, dou not 
Immediately become a scene of anarchy, of confusion, and 
of every evil work.11 

D 0ur tnmaatlantie brethren teach, that it is the duty o( the liMtei' 
of a lodge to /reserve amongst its members a strict attention to moral 
deportment, an to mark and instantly correct the slightest deviation 
from the rules of propriety and l!'ood conduct ; the ~u&.re is appropri
ately conferred upon him as the diStinctive jewel of hiS office. Maaoaa 
are Mid to part on the square, because when they have met togethel' 
their conduct should be BUch, that when they part, no unkind apl'el!lliou, 
or unfriendly aetion, shall have deranged the nice adjliStment of the feel
inp which alone 11Dite them in a band of brothers ; an ll(ijaatmeot 
whlch can only be preserved by r. constant application of the square of 
morality. See this more particularly uplained in Dr. Mackey's Lexicon 
of Freemasonry, llllder the word" Square." 

H " The moet proper way we can take to avert impending judgments," 
ar.id a pio118 writer of the period, " to preaerve and maintain our Valnable 
privileges, and promote the r.ublie welfare and happiness, is not to u
preas a clamorous zeal for liberty, at the 118Dle time that we abale it to 
an lUil'el!traiDed licentioUBUei!S, than which nothing can have a greater 
tendency, both through the righteous judgment of God, and in the nature 
of the thing, to deprive liS of our liberties ; but it is to endeavour to make 
r. just and wise improvement of our advantages, to maintain a strict re
gard to relil{ion, probity, and purity of manners, and to guard against 
'rice, libertiniam, profaneness, and debauchery. This, and this a!oue, 
will preeene ue a tHe, a llourishing, 8lld a happy people." (l.elaDd. Deiaaa. 
voL iL, p. ~) . 
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Daily experience, my friends, too fatally proves (if we 
have anr, of the eye of wisdom, or the ear of understand
ing,) dady experience proves, that in every state, in every 
community, in every society, where the courtesy of our 
text prevails not, those states, those communities, and 
t:1ose societies, change all order for disorder, all beautr 
f.>r deformity, all regularity for confusion, and all feliCI
ty for accumulated distress, and unavoidable misery.• 
Art thou in power then ? the courtesy of our text adviaea 
--exercise that power with steadiness and zeal, modera
tion and temperance, kindness and complacency. To be 
m&80nic in my language, and also political in my meaning, 
let the Master, the Wardens, and the Stewards so preside 
in the lodge, that on the one band rebellion may never 
be excited by the exercise of tyranny. nor licentiousnesa 
ever have birth, from the want of due authority, or 
through the exercise of J?Usillanimous lenity ; alway• re
membering, that authonty may be very mild, yet very 
steadfast. It should be very. lenient, yet never timid ; 
proper authority really is, and always should be, at once 
a sceptre of peace and security to the good and the obe
dient; and a rod of righteous correction to the wanton 
and rebellious.• 

To the brethren of low degree, the courtesy of our 
text advises also, both masonically and J?Olitically, sub
miesion to rule and order, perseverance 10 the paths of 
duty, contentment in our station, humility and compla
cency of behaviour to all in a superior situation; with the 

• The observation will apply equally to Freemaaonry ; aod practieal
ly accounts for that argument, der1ved from the miaooodact of some of ita 
members, which ita enemies adduce as a stigma on tbe Order. 

• To keep the lodge pure, aod to preserve ita harmony unimpaired. it 
baa been thought necesaary by our rulers to establish a code ol pnni8b. 
menta for illl!llbordination, which consist of admonition, fine, and, in ex
treme caAol, ~pulsion. In 1845 a question was mooted in the United 
States, whether a chapter is competent to tq ita presidiDg ofticer for 
erimes alleged against him ; and it was determined by the general Grud 
Chapter in the negative. It was then asked, whether a lod8e of Master 
Masons can arraign and ay any member at a called meeting, the whole 
matter being commenced and ended at the ll&llle meeting f It wu re
eolved, that the charges against a delinquent brother should always be 
preferred at a regular meeting of the lodge or chapter ; aod that they 
may be investigated, aod final action bad on them at a special or called 
meeting, if sufficient time be allowed for the accuaed to prepare bia * 
fenoe. And a aeries of regulationa were made by the Grand LocJ.e ot 

· Ma.aahliaettl, which have baeD publisbed for tb8 iDCormatioD of die 
1lredlaa 
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r.xerciee and encouragement of a laudable ambition, to 
rise to superiority by the regular steps of a diligent per
aeverance in duty; learning to govern, by submitting to 
obey. Finally, "Love as brethren," "be pitiful," "be 
courteous;" it is the morality of the man, it is the righte
ousness of the Christian, it ia the ornamental jewel of 
the Mason; and will hereafter, next to the merits of the 
Redeemer, be the eternal glory of the glorified ll&int. 

PRAYER. 

Gracious and merciful God, who art in Thyaelf the 
only source of all thy own eternal perfection and ever-
luting felicity, and from whom alone can possibly proceed 
any of the perfections or felicity of thy creatures ; mani
fest Thyself unto us that are now in thy preaence, and 
give to us a portion of thy perfect happy nature ; take 
away from us all that degeneracy of apuit, by which our 
aouls are eo basely contaminated. Let thy good apirit be 
our guide, our comforter, and our purifier, from all the 
drou and corruption of our first fall, and from all those 
evil habits and disposition• which we have collected by 
our intereourae with the world, and from the evil inatiga
tions of our great adversary the prince of the power of 
the air. Work thy work of grace and mercy effectually 
upon every heart, and renew in our every aft"ection all thy 
lovely liken888, through the perfection of which Thou 
only couldst pronounce thy creation very good. Give ua 
the true spint of piety and devotion in all thy holy aer
vicea; and while thus waiting at the footatool of thy di· 
vine mercy, may all thy good and infinitely pure nature, 
eo brood over all the powers and faculties of our immor
tal spirits, that we may arise up in all thy glorious image 
of goodneaa, and purity, and truth. Fill our hearts with. 
every humane and Christian aft'ec~on, that, in imitation 
of our great Muter-the Redeemer of our lost and per
ishing world-we may be ready, according to our abifity, 
to do good. May we love all mankind sincenaly ; may 
we love each other fervently ; may we be always ready 
to forgive and receive our enemies; may weal ways cher
ish and be faithful to our friends : may the wicked excite 
our pity, and have a share in the earnest petitions of our 
moat zealou devotiona ; may the good uCI the piou atir 
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~ iD 0111 mincll the laudable ambition of diligent imita.
#ou ; ud may our chief delight be most firmTy affixed to 
the mo1t e~llent of the earth ; may we be ready to 
ipltnlot the iP,orant, ud administer the cordial of com
fort to the 8lek and the afllieted ; may we have hearta 
alwaya ready to divide our garment with the naked, our 
JDonel with the poor, and our strength to the weak, the 
orphu, ud the Ciefeneeleu. Gracious Father, imprea 
upon our minds the terioua and im,Portant truths which 
tliy word, though very weakly dehvered, baa thia morn
ing deaeribed u our duty, both u Chriatiana and Ma
~DI: that, cemented together in the true bonda of 
ChriltiaD piety, ud muonic philanthropy, we may all 
indeed, u.d iD truth, 1Aoe "' brellara; we beg it for 
Jeaua Cluilt'• lake. ~ tWl A-. 



SERMON VII. 

ON THE DEDIOA..TION OF KA.SONIO EDIFIOBS.· 

PIUIACBBD AT GB.A.YB, E88BX, AUGUST 7, 1797, ON Tllll 
OOXSECB.A.TIOJI AND OONSTI'l'UTIO. o• TID PBBSTONIA.X 
LODGB OP :I'JlDIXD8BIP 

"B.lwltl I 1 6uild an Aoue to 1M NGJM of tM lArd f1fJ God, to a.li
«<U it to Aim." 

II Caaolf. n. 4. 

TBB Royal Art of Masonry, we have no doubt, derives 
ita antiquity from the buildmg of the heavens and the 
earth; and we have as little doubt that the Firat Grand 
Architect was the builder of the universe. To this fint 
pattern, therefore, all imitation muat, we are very certain, 
lor ever fall infinitely short in every excelltmey, either 
in beauty, ntility, or grandeur; hence, as all aueceeding 
Masons muat inevitably fail in their imitation of the 
works of the First, we may eaeily conclude, that the 
greatest excellency which the labours of any Mason, or 
body of Masons, can pouibly ~ueu, must be, that their 
buildings are duly and properly dedicated to Him, who 
il the first; and that no -vason, or Masons, howenr wise 
and ingenious, however skilful and diligent, can enjoy 
any real consolation or comfort in their reflection upon 
their laboura, any farther than those labonra are pioual1 
dedicated to Him who is this first and inimitable arehl
teet.l 
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To thia incontrovertible proposition, with which I 
have introduced my present diacourae to your attention, 
the numerous examples which might be brought to ren
der it •till more undeniable, would take up more of your 
time than the business of the day, or indeed the naturE' 
of our pre~ant exercise, will properly admit of; I ahall 
therefore content myself with bringing only one, that, 
however, being one of the greatest, may easily be ad
mitted to answer the purpose of numbers. 

It ia this: Solomon, King of Israel, was the astonish
ment of the world, both in the wisdom of his mind, to 
contrive, and in the riches of his fortune, to accomplish 
all that which he ever laid hie heart and his band to ese
cute.• Aa a Mason, both sentimental and operative, con
triving, planning, and building, we find, from many hia
torical anecdotes concerning him, were some of the 
principal and moat pleasing exercieea of those hours of 
hie life, which he bad to spare from hie high and arduoua 
office, of king over God's favourite people. In his own 
writings, we are told, that he built himself houses, plan
ned himself gardens, planted himself orchards, and made 
him fiah-ponda ; and all these, we have no reason but to 
suppose, contributed very much to his amusement, his 
comfort, his advantage, and, above all, to his high repu
tation amongst mankind.' But at length, my frienda, 
then read, as well as the entire minutes of the lodge, while acting under 
a dis~tion ; and being approved, they were formally declared regular 
and valid, and signed by the Provincial Grand Master. He then eD
quired, whether the officers named in the warrant were approved by the 
liretbren of the lodge, which being answered in the alllrmative, the ora
tion was pronounced. The lodge was then ooD86Crated according to the 
uaual oeremoniee, and oonstituted in ancient form by the Prorincial 
Urand Mu1er. 

1 The history of Solomon is replete with interest to the fraternity. He 
wu the BOD of David and Bathsheba, and was born in the year of the 
world 2871. or him it had been prophesied to his father, .. Behold a. 
BOD ahall be born to thee, who ahall be a man of rest ; and I will gift 
him rest from rJl his enemies round about ; for his name ahrJl be Solomon, 
and I will give peace and quietlle88 unto Israel in hia day. He shall 
build a house for my name, he shall be my BOn, aod I will be his father ; 
and I will est&bliah the throne of his kingdom over Israel for ever." (1 
Ohron., xxii. 9, 10.) And when the temple Willi built, it wu declared to 
be the greatest work the world ever knew for riches and glory. 

1 After the temple was oompleted, Solomon employed the fraternity in 
canyiog on other work,s. He built two pa1aceB at Jerasalem for himselt 
and his queen ; a Bt&tel.y hall of judicature, with BD ivory throoe Uld 
&olden lioDa; a royal u.c:bal:lge, JDide by 1illiD£. up the peat plf betftlll 
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after many years tho.-laboriously contriving, plannin~, 
and building, when he draws near the conclusion of h• 
life, and begins seriously to reflect upon what was past, 
and, no doubt, also, upon what was to come, there was 
BCaree a comfort he hi.d poslle88ed, a pleasure he bad en
joyed, or a labour he had contrived or executed,• however 
useful, grand, or beautiful, which, when recounted and 
refteeted upon, he did not fully mark and distinguish with 
the epithet of tHU&ity.6 

Yes! my friends, in the summing up of the life of Solo
mon, with all his riches, his grandeur, and his great 
performances of wisdom, ingenuity, and perseverance, 
there wu bot one of his works, upon which he had 
spent his inexhaustible riches, upon which he had exer
cl8ed his unparalleled wisdom, and exerted all his power' 

mount :Moriah and moont Zion with strong arches, upon which maay 
beautiful piazzu were erected, with lofty coloonadiog on each Bide, and 
between the colUD1118 a spacioUB walk from Zion to the temple. · He 
erected the hoUBe or the forest of Lebanon, built upon four roWB of cedar 
pillars; a lllUIIJDer-hoUBe to retire from tbe heat of bDBiness, with a watch 
tower that looked to the road to DamuciiL 

• In addition to the above magnificent erectioDB he employed the craft 
in the coDBtrnction of many other works. He built severaf citiea on the 
rood from J eruaalem to Lebanon ; many storehollllfll west of the Jordan, 
and store citiea east or that river, well fortified; and particularly the city 
of Tadmor, which was afterwards called by the Greeks Palmyra, with a 
%~ palace in it, the magnificent ruins or which remain to the preeent 

l Before he died, however, Solomon eomJ)OIIed his penitential aong, the 
Eccleaiaates, and fixed the true motto on all earthly glory, via.: "Vanit,Y 
of n.nities, all is vanity withont the rear of God, and the keeping or bia 
COIIIII!IlDdmeota, which is the whole duty or mao." 

• The wisdom or Solomon tar exceeded that or any other man ; for it was 
derived from God. At the very beginning or his reign, having preeented 
a thousand burnt-ofterings to the Lord at Oibeon, God appeared to him 
in a dream, 8Dd aai.d : "Ask of me what you deaire." Solomon besought 
to have a wile and IUldentanding heart, and 8UCh other qualities aa were 
DeCelll!ai'Y for the govermnent or the people committed to his charge. 
This was a pleuin« request, and it was immediately granted. He eqjoYed 
a profound peace throughout his dominiooa. Judali and Isnel lived" in 
eecurity, and his ~hboun either paid him tribute, or were hia allies. 
He ruled over all the eou&triea and IWI«dome of the Euphrates to the Nile, 
aod his domini0111 extended beyond tl!oee riven. He exceeded all the 
JD8II or the East in wisdom and prudeoee ; he wu the wileBt or mankind, 
and his reputation spread tbrongh all natiODL He compoeed or collected 
three thonland proverbs, and ooe thOU8aDd and five canticles. He wu 
~with the nature or plants and trees, from the cedar of ubanon 
to the hyaaop oo the wall ; al8o or beuta, birds, reptiles, and flahes. There 
,... a~ ol ..... fruD all COUDtris to Mar JDa wildom; ud 
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-there waa but one of all his laboun, upon whicla he 
did not write vanity and vexation of spint. Curiosity, 
methinka, naturally enquires, which of all his labours it 
is that is thus honourably distinguished Y I answer, it 
waa the house which he had built to the name of the 
Lord his God, and dedicated unto him. Here he failed 
not in the dying reflections upon his masonic labours, to 
enjoy the fruita both of his Wisdom and akill, his riches 
and power. In all his other labours, whether for his 
people's good, or his own pleasure and comfort, there 
waa vanity and vexation of spirit ; but in this labour, in 
the building of the house, which he had built and dedi
cated to God, there was no remorse, no bitter reflection. 
Piety, not pride or laaeiviousness, contrived the plan; 
devotion, not vanity or self-conceit, laid the foundation
stone; religion, not ostentation, raised the top-stone, with 
the sincere exultations of conscious good intentions. Con
&e<{uently, when in his last, which are too often our 
wisest moments, he wrote vanity and vexation of spirit 
upon all the actions and exertions of his past life ; the 
building of the house of God is not enumerated amongat 
them.' Hence, then, my friends, from this introduc
tion, you will readily judge we 'ftlean to draw the applica
tion of our text suitable to the religious improvement 
of our present masonic meeting. 

In the history of Solo~on, we find from many cir
cumstances of his life, that as a mason he was perhape 
one of the moat scientific, and one of the most Iaborious 
that ever belonged to the royal craft. Now in both 
these characteristics, I should be very sorry not to set 
him forth with the greatest zeal, as in all points worthy 

"'*'-dora from the most remote princes. He made gold and silver u 
OOIIUDOI1 in J enualem u lto11e11 in tJie street ; and eedara u plentit'al u 
B,YCa~DON in tbe valley. Bee Taylor's Oa1met in loc. 

7 Nor oould it be, for he wu BJ)8Cially rai8ed up by tbe Great Architect 
of the Universe for tbe work. ""rbe word of God came to Nathan aayiug, 
• Go and iell David, my aervant, thus aaith tbe Lord, thou sbalt not b.nd 
me an hoase to dwell in. But it shall come to pa, when thy ckyB be ex
pired, tbat thou must go. to be with thy father&, that I will n.iae up thy 
eeed after thee, which Bha1l be of thy BOlli ; and I will atablilh hia lr:iJuidoui. 
& IIIBJll1tlild,.. Gta house, afltll WilllttlbliiA AU tAroiN for ~Wr. 1 will 
be hia father, aDd he shall be my sou; ud I will not take my mercy :Z 
from him, u I took it from him that wu before thee. But I will 
him In mille house, and in my kiupom for ever.' "-(1 Obroo. niL 3, j, u. 11, 11, 14.) 
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of )'OUr imitation also. For to ose every merms 'to in
cr.eaae our knowledge, and to exercise our diligence, ia 
highly praiseworthy in every individual, both as men, aa 
Christians, and Masons. But if in these things I would 
at all times gladly exhibit Solomon as your pattern, 
yet I would also with equal zeal exhibit him as a cau
tion.• And I 8111 sure, if his spirit miles with ours, aa 
a witneM of our present engagement, I shall not offend 
him by so doing; I would then, I sal, exhibit him u a 
caution. N811lely, that instead of havmg but one labour, 
to which, in '!four dying momenttt, you cannot ascribe· 
aught but vanity and vexation of spirit, there may not. 
be even 0t1e to which you can really affix that unpJ.ear. 
881lt epithet. But that, whatever you plan, whaiever 
you contrive, or whatever you build, you may do it with 
the intent of dedicating it U> God, and also may per
form it worthi of that same pious intention. 

But we wil return to the application of our subject, 
Solomon built an house to the name of the Lord his God, 
to dedicate it to him-here is a good intention. After
wards we find this house really dedicated unto his God
here, then, was a gOGd intention piously and faithfully 
put into practice. Now· to deacribe this building in the 
wisdom and strength of ita foundation,• and to exhibit 
ita elevation as a Mason, scientifically to your view, is a 
task from which I feel myself readily excused upon theee 
two following ideas :10 

1 And in this respect a caution is abeo~utel necallal'Y ; for our Grauel 
Master Solomon, 80 wise, aud 80 disti · ed by the ravour of God, 
eahibited tlle imperfection of our natme y entertainiDg BtraDge womea. 
who seduced biDi from his allegiance, and twued him to idolatl-y. But 
eveo here his love of architecture was displayed ; for he built aome curi01111 
temples to tb•lalae gods of his conoobinee Cbemosh, lrloloch,aDd .Ashtorcth. 

1 One great property of this temple, and which cauaed it to be admired 
by foreign architects, was the immeuse blocks of atone, of which it wu 
composed. The8e remained even in the temple of Herod ; and it wu 
whell ~were pointed out to the Saviour of mankind that he said, "the 
stooe which tb8 bnilders refased, the same is become the helwl of the 
corner. Whoeoever shall fall upon that atone Bhall be broken ; but ~ 
who1118011Ver it shall fall, it will grind him to powder." 

10 .Andel'BOn describes it as in com~ '7720 feet, and compoeed of tbe 
best materiala that the earth could produce, 80 that no structure was e'tel' 
lite it for exactly proportioned and beautiful dimensi01111, from the DI8J'
ni11oent ~co on the east, to the glorious B&Dctum B&Dctoram on tlie 
weet ; WJth DIUD8l'OUI apartments, pleasant and convenient chamber& and 
lodgings for the king aDd princea, tbe aanhedrim, the pn.ta, aDd I.erita; 
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Fint, from my own inability to [erform such a task. 
with any degree of credit to mysel, in an assembly of 
scientific and laborious Masons, like this, in which, even 
with one glance of my eye, I can see so many whose 
skill and understanding, in every branch of the royal art, 
is as much superior to my own, as that of Solomon's was 
to one of the youngest of his apprenticed Masons. And 
I doubt not, but at a fit opportunity, before this very 
pleasing assembly break& up, I doubt not but that this 
I&Dle superiority of skill, which I have just hinted at, 
will be fully proved; for, my friends, this is intended 
to be a day for the distribution of masonic wisdom, and 
such baa been the specimen already exhibited of the 
really pore scientific wisdom of our present Provincial 
Grand Master,11 that none who hunger and thirst after 
the true and the best part of masonic knowledge, need 
leave us at this time, without a full satisfaction of his 
most enlarged desires. 

A second idea upon which I feel myself excused from 
this task, is the nature of my office, namely, that of being 
only an humble assistant, peculiarly engaged, not in the 
building, but in the work of dedication unto God. In
stead, therefore, of labouring at what others are more 
able to perform, and what indeed is more peculiarly their 
duty, i.e. in the description of the building, I shall only 
take up a short portion of your time, in just mentioning 
a few circumstances, which I am sure must be attendant 
in the raising any building, intended to be dedicated unto 

having aD outer court for the W!e of the Gentiles ; it being a ho1111e of 
prayer for all nationa, and capable of receiving in all its courts and apart. 
menta three hundred thousaod eoula. It wu adorned with 1458 colUmns 
of Parian marble twisted, or sculptured, or ftuted, with twice u many 
pilaatel"B, both having exquisite capitals or chapitera of eeveral cMeren:t 
noble orders, and about 2246 windows, besides the curious pavement ; 
and it was lined with 1D888ive gold, and set with innumerable diamondl 
and other precious ston~, in man beautiful and harmonious patterns ; ao 
that its pl'OI!peet exceeded eve ing that we are now capable of imagin-
ing, and baa been ever the finest piece of ~ upon earth, 
and the chief of th& Be'ft'll wonders of art Iince the general migration from 
8hinar. 

11 In order to avoid irregularities, every new lodge should be aolemnly 
eonatitnted by the Provincial Grand Muter and W ardena, a~~~isted by a 
Muter of aome lodge within the province. If neither the Provincial 
Grand Master nor his Deputy be present, any other grand otloer, or 
Kuter of a I...odce. may be authorized to perform the ceremony. 
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God, and then proceed more fully in the consideration of 
ita pious and sacred dedication. 

Firat, then, I would observe, that the superior officen 
who bore rule in the management of this grand struc
ture, must have been men of liberal minds, of grea~ 
skill and science, and of steady persevering spirits, both 
in the exercise of their wisdom to plan and direct, and in 
the exercise of their authority, to maintain amongst the 
inferior orders at once a due subordination, and a cheer
ful readine88 in the performance of their labour.12 Hence 
from this observation we naturally gather, that a Master 
Mason, whether of a lodge, a province, or a nation, if the 
work is to prosper, should daily endeavour to increase his 
wisdom, lest his inferiors should seek opportunity to dea
piae his authority as a novice. He should cultivate the 
moat extensive liberality of mind and sentiment, Ill lest his 
inferiors should find occasion to despise his authority as a 
churl or a tyrant ; for in all our experience amongst man
kind, we eaail y find that it requires but little spirit or little 
inclination to despise a Nabal, or to fly from an Egyptian 
task-master. He should also be steady, strenuous, and 
persevering in the exercise of his au.tlwrity, for wavering, 
IDconaistency, and pusillanimity, soon let loose the reins 
of authority. And amongst tbe weakut, there is always 
a sufficient readineas of exertion to grasp at every degree 
of relaxed power, and take in their own fingers the reins 
of government from the hand that guides them unsteadily. 
That the right worshipful superior14 of this ,resent ma
sonic meeting, should be at afl inclined to thmk that this 
cautionary observation, which I have now made respecting 

11 These qualities were symbolized by their moveable jewels; for in· 
lltaoce, the plumb is an iDBtrnment made DBe of by operative Masoi'.IS to 
rai8e perpendiclllars ; the level to lay horizontals, and the •quare to 
square the work. But, as Free and .Accepted MasoDB, we are taught to 
couvert these iDBtrnments to a more noble and glorions puryoee. The 
plumb admonishes us to walk uprightly in our several stattoDB before 
God and man, squaring our actioDB by the square of virtue, aDd remember
ing that we are travelling, upon the level or time, to that undiacovered 
coaat~ from whoee bourne no traveller retarDS. 

u H11 symbol is the pillar or wisdom, and is represented by the Ionio 
column, wbich combines the strength without the massiveaeas of the 
Doric, with the grace without the e.mberaoce of ornament of the Oorin
t.hiaa ; and bee&ase it is the duty of the W orsbiprul Master to IOJI81'" 
intend, instruct, aDd enlighten the craft by hls aaperior wiadom. 

MG. Downing, Elq., P. G. M. for the county or Eaz. 
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muonic rnlen in an"l muonic labour bean any reference 
to him, is, I hope, httle to be feared ; indeed, I fear not 
to obaerve in tlie midst of all thia &~~~~embly, that such a 
apecimen of hia wiedom and aeience, of his liberality of 
mind and sentiment, of his steadiness and perseverance, 
baa been already exhibited in the important and labori.ou 
boaineaa of this day, that were my whole sermon to be a 
sermon of reproof, no one penon could poasibly imagine 
that one single glance of reproof could by any meaoa 
attach itself. to him. 

Once more, in the building of thia grand structure
Solomon's temple-! doubt not, that amongst the opera
tive of every deaeription, whether Master Muons, Fellow
crafts, Entered Apprentices, or other labourers of every 
kind, there was a strong emulative propensity, to excel 
each other in skill, in diligence, in order, and in regu
larity.16 The lodges, where the plans of the different 
works were exhibited, and where the different orders for 
the performance of theae different works were given, 
were, we have no reason to doubt, well and duly at
tended.11 Tbe boun for labour were diligently devoted 

II This dlsJ?oaitiOn Was carried to l)er(ection by tbe UniOn or the trae 
aod the spartou Freem1110nry, which WM cemented by the alliance or 
Solomon and Hiram King of Tyre. " This alliaoce WM of mutual .cl
vantage to both. Tyre posseseed but a narrow strip of maritime terri
tory, the prodace of whicli, if aedulously cultivated, woald have been very 
inadequate to the 811pply of its teeming population and numerous fleets. 
But, tiesidee this, the absorbing devotion or the Phmniciaoa to COIJ1Dlei'CII 
and the arts, rendered them avel'88 to the Blow pursuits or .gricultare, 
the products of which they could so much more eaailJ obtain by ex
cbange against the products of their foreign trsJiic and their skill. To 
them, therefore, it was a most invaluable circumstaoce, that behind them 
lay a country, in the hands of a people who had none of the advantages 
which were so much prized by themeelves, but who had abundance or 
corn, wine, oil, and cattle, to barter for them. An alliance, cemented 
by 81lch reciprocal benefits, and undisturbed by territorial designs or 
jealonsies, WM likely to be permanent ; and we know that it tended 
much to advance the Hebrews in the arts which belong to civilized life, 
and to promote the external splendour of the reigns of David and Solo
mon. Hiram supplied the ucltitects and mechanics with timber from 
the rol'elt or lebanon, and atone from the quarries of Tpe, w~~ which 
tb,l! temple was built; and Jernsalem rendered a comely metl-opolia." 
(Kitto's Palestine, p. 476.) 

11 The ancient charges of tbe Order describe a Lodge as a place wbere 
Freemasons assemble to work, and to instruct and ~ve themselves in 
the mysteries of their ancient science. In an ezte IJ8DIIe it applies 
to pel'IOil8 aa well as to place ; hence ever.r regular ...embly, or duly 
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f;o all their intended purpoeea, aDd upon thellfl houn or 
labour the timea of refreshment or regalia never, I pr .. 
sume, improperly encroached ; nor were those necessary 
houm of refreshment or regalia, when they arrived, dil· 
orderly, riotously, luxuriously, or wantonly abused or 
misspent. No ! a house like that which this Grand :Ma .. 
ter of Masons, King Solomon, under the strict rules of 
maaonic order, built with an intent to dedicate unto God, 
the Grand Archit-ect of the Universe, must, I am well 
pemuaded, have been raised under the inspection of ofli. 
cen, and with the contrivance and labour of men univer· 
sally skilful in invention, wise in planning, curious in 
working, and orderly and regulu- in the performance of 
all their respective laboursP And though f:!O expenae wu 
spared to raise that grand structure in the greatest 
strength, tbe aublimest wisdom, the most extensive 
utility, and the most perfect beauty; yet Solomon's riehea, 
rich u he was, afforded no profusion to indulge the idle, 
to pamper the luxurious, to pay the unskilful, or encour
age the disorderly.11 No! the :Masone of every order of 

organized meeting of Masons, is callea a Lodge. Every brother ought to 
belong to some Lodge, and be subject to ita by-laws, and the generaf regu· 
latioD8 of the craft. A Lodge may be either general or particular, u 
will be bait 1llldentood by atteodiog it, and there a lmowledge or tht 
e~tabliahed uaap~ and caatoms or the Cl8ft are alone to be ~·~ 
From ancient times, no Master or Fellow oould be absent from hia Lodge, 
especially when warned to appear at it, without incurring a severe ceno 
nre, unlef!B it appeared to the Muter and W ardene that pure neclellit7 
1UDdered him. 

"And accordingly oar traditioD8 -.y, that the chief director of the 
work, Hiram Abift', was by profef!Bion an architect, and a member of the 
Dion~i&n fraternity, which flourished abundantly in Tyre, the city of 
hie b1rth ; and that the union in his per!IOD of the Tyrian and IJraeUtiall 
raeee, together with the favour of the Deity, not only made him mOlt 
expert in every kind of elegant attainment, bat also furnished tbe meana 
of iDBtructing otbere in the fine arts, ao as to produce 10ch a perfectiOD 
111 no other building ever attained to. 

18 His fleet retaroed to Joppa every third year, laden with 't'Ul quu
titiea or gold and eilYer, elephants' teeth, and variOWI aorta of eoented 
wood and preciooe atonee ; besidee euriou animale, and other nnlqae 
prodaclll of the coontriea which theJ bad naited. Thill precioa11 wOocl 
Will aaed in makiag the balastradee of the temple, iDitrumentll or mG~ic, 
&:c., .tc. Boxes, tablet, chain, aoru, and other pieeee of furniture, were 
frequently made of ebony, inlaid, not only with gold and Bilt'er, b11t allo 
with ivorl, acacia, .tc., which were veneered with thin Jayere, and oraao 
mented wtth cart"ed det'icee in still rarer wood, which were let into them 
in the richest pattenll ; many apeci111e111 of which ltill aiat on the 
J:cpc;iaD IIIOD111DeDtL 

10 • 

J 
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that day mUBt have been wile, active, diligent, sober, and 
orderly; or in such a work, and for such an intention, he 
who dedicated would have lost the fame of a temple 80 

~loriously celebrated, even to this day; and He to whom 
Jt waa to be· dedicated, must,• from the purity of his 
nature, have refused to place there his Name or hia 
glory.11 . 

From this brief consideration of the workmen employ
ed in the building of this house, t~ be dedicated unto 
God, I next turn mraelf, aa is more peculiarly the duty 
of my office, more fu] ly to consider the nature of ita 
dedication to the Great Architect of the Universe, the 
fint author of Masonry, and the Grand Master of all true 
Maaons. 

Now the first very conspicuous trait which I would 
notice in the conduct of Solomon, in this dedication of 
his temple to God, is the fulfilment of hi8 father David'a 
pioua intention towards his God and religion. David's 
life, though marked with many of the most beautiful 
traits of humanity, religion, and morality,.-bad yet been 
aueh a life of warfare, and consequently such a life of 
bloodshed, that though he had been taken from the shee.It 
fold, under the immediate direction of heaven, to a1t 
upon the throne of Israel ; yet such are the mysteries of 
Providence, he was neither permitted to reach the throne, 
nC>r yet to enjoy it, without the continual exertion of 
that cruel evil, and that to such a degree, as even to ren
der him unfit, however anxious he was for it, for the pious 
work of building and dedicating a temple to his God.• 

10 Solomon bad labourers of hit own, but was obliged to apply to the 
King of Tyre for the Ghiblim aod Beoai, who lent him his best artis1l, 
under the command of Hiram Abiff, with whom Solomon was so pleued 
that he coostituted him, in his absence, the Dt>puty Grand Master, aud io 
his preaence the Senior Grand Warden, or principal 811mlyor aod muter 
or the work. 

• His conquests in the neighbouring countries brought him aucb im
meoae spoil, as, together with the prOduce of the permaoeot tributa 
impoeed on the cooquered oatioos, enabled him not only to support all 
his expeoees, bot to lay by vut wealth towards the erection of the temple, 
which was to be bllilt by his IRlCCleiiBOr. For this great work, which for 
many years he bad ao much at heart, aod which appean to haveeuppi 
a lar~ portioo or his thoughts, his preparatiooa or every kiod were 10 
exteoaive, that he appean! to oa fully entitled to the chief share of what
ever glory the founder of that celebrated fabric may fairly claim. For 
120t ooJ.y did he provide a rreat proportion of all kiDda of iDateriaJ1. wida 
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And though human reason cannot fathom the depth of 
this mystery, or give all the reasons why the Almighty 
should thus decree David to the throne, and yet decree 
his acoession through those means which should deprive 
him of this holy work, upon which he so piously set hia 
heart ; yet so, we have no reason to doubt, it was wisely 
determined ; and that not David but Solomon, his suc
cessor, should have the honour of this ~lorious dedication; 
and the piety of this his father's IDtention, Solomon 
very zealously, very punctually, and very religiously per
formed.a 

The application to this observation is so very plain, 
that he who runs may read it, it is this ; it is commend
able in all diligently to follow, and faithfully to fulfil, all 
the pions intentions of their forefathen ; yes, my friends, 
and happy would it be for us individually, and honoura· 
ble would it be for Masonry in general, to nourish all 
those pious intentions, and to imitate all those pious ex
amples of our predecessors in Masonry, rather than to 
eft"ect the too supercilious novelty of a new age, which 
aeems very much inclined, in too many instances, both 
religious, ~litical, and masonic, to supenede ancient 
realities With novel superficies. 

The Builder of the Universe, who is our first and best 
example, raised that wide expanded structure for the 
felicity of his creatures ; this is the true and original 
eharacteristic of the most ancient Masonry, and to go no 
farther into the intention of men who have been Masons, 
Solomon, the great human pattern of operative Masonry, 
bnilt his temple,• first, to dedicate it to the glory of 

vut quantitiea of gold and silver, but he purchued and prepved the 
site, and furnished Solomon with the plan of the building. S"ee Kitto 
tAt IUprtl, P· 498. 

11 At that period of his lit'e he performed every other dut, with the 
eame ~iety, punotualitJ and see.I, which is one great reasou why lllch 
exqui&lte order WliiJ kept amongst the workmen at the building of the 
temple. His own aftairS were couducted with auch regularitf aod method, 
that they constituted an example and admonition to tlie rulers of the craft 
immediately under him ; and the beueftcial iufluence thus quietly uerclled, 
ateDded through every grade, doWil to the Iah Sabbal, or the hewers of 
wood and drawers or water. 

• He was called a wise muter builder. The title of &Yp/IM, or wiae, 
wu given to auch as were skilful in manual arts, and therefore wu 
applied to Hiram Abiw, the deputy, as well as to Solomon. Homer 
aeooantaaucb u excelled in carioua ar.ta to have been taught by )IlDen&, 
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God; aecondly, to fulfil the pious intentions of his f'atber 
David; and, thirdly, aa we iball abow in the sequel of 
our discourae, to ensure the kind favour of his God, for 
the felicity of all his people. Herfl, then, we find in the 
dedication of this houae, built by Solomon to the name 
of God, and dedicated to him, the pious intentions of 
his ancestors atrictly revered, piously regarded, and reli
~iously fulfilled; the real happiness and felicity of his 
fellow-creature& endeavoured to be obtained and aecureci ' 
and in conaequence of these, the glory of God ultimately 
the spur of labour, and the stimulus of succeu. 

}~rom this definition of the raising and dedication of 
Solomon's temple, by your permi11ion, for I am a very 
plain workman, I would ask one question, and that par
ticularly to the rulers of the busineu of the preaent da1. 
My queation is thia-What is1our aim and intention 1n 
the conatitution of the Preatoman Lodge Y is it, first of 
all, the glory of God, in the uniting a society in the atriot 
banda of virtue, religion, and piety Y Ia it, that you may 
the more strenuously follow, and fulfil the pious inten· 
tions of the first establishers of Masonry amongst men Y 
and is it, in consequence of these two pioua intentions, 
your sole pursuit and intention to propagate and ensure 
the real gOod and happiness, not only of your brethren, 
but as much as lieth in you, of ALL MANJtlND Y If ao, iD 
the name of God, as a Chriatian minister, and in the name 
of Solomon his servant, aa an advocate for Masonry, I 
sincerely bid you God speed, in the constitution of your 
lodge, and will endeavour in the remr.inder of what I 
have to offer upon the subject before us, to point out to 
you, how, in the constitution and dedicatton of your 
lodge, you may profitably imitate this pious dedication 
of Solomon's temple. 

Firat, I would observe, that the station of the lodge, 
i. •· that of standing due eaat and west, should not be 
the only imitation of Solomon's temple; but its inten· 
tion also ahould be aa strictly imitated.• It should not 

tbe f[Oddelll or wisdom (Iliad, :n. 411); aDd lOme think that the r.poetle 
r.lluJea to it when be compares himself to a wise master builder. 

• '!'he lectu~ at the time when Bro. Inwood wrote these 91!1'1110111, 
gave thrue reasons for the above costom. 1. Because the eun, the glo1'1 
of the creation, rises in the eaat, and eeta in the west. 2. Becau8 tbl 
ta'berDaOle of Kolel aa4 the temple of SolomoD occupiad the ... pGIIi-
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only be a station of order and ~~eience, but it should also 
be a station of seriousness and of devotion. A ~uona• 
lodge-! mean a company of Masons-should see the 
riaing and the setting of the sun with piety, with grati
tude, and with devotion.* It should be an assembly where
the ignorant are taught that wisdom which cometh from 
above; where the wanton are taught that sobriety which 
becometh godliness; and where the unruly are influenced 
to perform all the important duties of religious obedience. 
As the sun riseth in the east to enlighten the day, so the 
Kaster in the lod~ should stand in the east to enlight
en, with true wiaclom, his masonic companions, and goide 
all his fellow-craftsmen to work out their salvation with 
fear and trembling. As the sun setteth in the weat to 
close the day,• so the Wardens of the lodge should stand 
in the weat to close the labours of the lod~, and see 
that none go away not only not dissatisfied, but also to 
aee that none go away unimproved in moral virtue, in 
religious knowledge, and in pious resolutions." 

t.ion. 3. In COUIDl811lOration or the eataltliabment aud propaptioa or 
the holf Gospel, which was flrat promlllgated in the east, &ncl alterwudl 
spread Iteelf over the western parlll or tbe world. 

11 The Hebrews expreae east, west, north, and eoath, by before, behlncl1 
)8ft, aDd right ; according to the aitaatioD of a IUD whaee tac. il Wl'lllll 
to the riling IUD. 

• Thil very beautiful illustration is earnestly recommeodecl to the 
notice of the brethren, aa containing a great principle of ?tlaaoury, coach
ed ln very gncet'al and impressive lanfr.age. 

• "In the early ages of the world,' says Jlackey, (Lexicon, p. 336,) 
"the wildom of men was concentrated in the easteromOit parta or the 
earth ; lllld the nations which had diaaemminated theiU88lvea along the 
eborel of the Mediterraoeao, to the weat or the plain of Shioar, were 
obli.red to return towards the east in search of the knowledge ot their 
forelatbera. The west was·tben a place 'of darkneaa, and he who 10ugh' 
light was oblipl to leave it and travel to the east. In utrooomy, 
there la the •me peeuliaritJ in relation to the course of light. The 
earth revolves upon ita axis from weat to east ; but the sun rilee In the 
latter point, aocl while the eastern hemiaphere il enjoying the light or 
day, the western parts of the globe are enveloped in darkness; until, b7 
the diurnal revolutioo or the earth, they are tirooght towards the east, 
aDd placed within the influence of the enlightening rays of the IOiar orb. 
Muoos do not forget theae fact. In history and acieoce ; aocl tbey know 
that he who, beiog in the darkness of the weat, wollld aeek true light, 
must travel t.o the east." 

• Thil is the true ell!ct which the teaching of a MIIODI' lodge il i• 
tended to produce. Let the opponent of Maaonry 'hear the inatractio01 
which proceed from the east, and if it do not iodnce him to withdraw 
hie opposition, I should pronounce him i111e111ible to coll\'ictiom, aD4 ali'ft 
c.l7 to tM IIIGitllllllefOieDt Willp ol oar D&taue. 
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Be your lodge, my beloved brethren, thus wiaely 
governed, thas aafely tyled, and thus piously guarded, 
and according to the degree of its extension, it shall be 
a Solomon's temple, built indeed with the sublimest; 
fame, consecrated with the purest virtue, and dedicated 
with the brightest glory-the glory of God. Again, in 
the constitution of your lodge, not only imitate the sta
tion of Solomon's temple, but its two very peculiar in
tentions also, i. e. the glory of God, and, as far u in you 
lies, the good of all your fellow-creatures.11 

First, the glory of God. When I consider myself not 
only addreBBing my discourse to a body of Ma&ons, but 
also to an assembly of profeBBed Christiana, I feel my in
tention in this part or my subject so far anticipated in 
the fruitfulness of your understanding, and the piety of 
your profeuion, that, as Peter said to some of his di&
ciples, so may I aay to you, that I am aure I need only 
stir up your pure minds, by way of remembrance, and aay, 
that you must, from your very infancy, have been taught. 
in this your happy country, that nothing can finallrauo
ceed which bas not the glory of God as ita primary mten
tion. The fame of human wisdom, without the glory of 
God, ia but u a blast of wind which p8.88eth away, nor 
leaves a trace behind. The labour of human exertion 
may indeed fix one stone upon another, but without the 
glory of God, the Shekinah of his presence,• the loftiest 
temples shall faU-ahall moulder mto duat, nor leave a 

. • Tbe JO'V81'111DeDt of a loci8e Ia like that of & state Oil a amaller IICIIe. 
It il, howe•er, eaaentially democratic. What, asks the .A.bb6 Barthele
mi, are the aolid foo.odationa of the tr&n(\uillity and bappiuesa of states! 
Not tbe laws which regulate their coDStitution, or which increue their 
power, but the l.natitutiona which form the citimna and give activity to 
their mioda ; not the lawa which ~ rewards and puoiabmenta, but 
the public •oice when it makes an exact distribution of contempt and 
esteem. Such Ia the unanimous decision or the legislators and philOIO
pbera or all the Greeks, and, perbape, of all nations. 

• By OODIIiderin«, with St. Cbrjaoatom, the temple or Solomon u a 
t1JI8! not only or a.tl eenaible, but aJao or the inVISible world ; and bJ 
cODiideriDg fUrther the Shekinah and the .Ark or God, more eapecially io 
the Holy of Holiee than in the Sanctuary and more exterior coorts and 
IJ*'II8. we may illustrate that very uaeful and mOlt probable notion or the 
~ ?f g:loey, and or the eeverai mansio:Jr for several states 
in t.ba kingdom or glory ; where, notwitha . every part will be 80 
tar, thoogli uneqaally, filled with lustre, that all may be laid with o~ 
Aee to bebold tbe glory or God, IIDd not thoae only next the oeJemal art 
Cll' thrca in tbe DIOit iol7 place. (Teo. Idol, p. 881.) 
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wreck behind. Kingdoms and nations, citadela anci 
towns, palaces and towers, may, by human riches, lift 
their lofty heads ; but leave uncultivated a sense of the 
~lory of God, and all theee buildin~a in a moment moulder 
mto dust-there is no inhabitant 1n the city, and the field 
is a desolate and a barren waste. So also constitute your 
lodge, but if you constitute it without an eye to the glory 
of God, and your three great lights,• or if you had three 
thouaand, they would be 88 ineffectual 88 Diogenea' lamp 
-they would never show you a good or an honest man. 

Lastly, see, in your imitation of Solomon's dedication, 
his universal prayer for the good of the people. To go 
through all the particulars of this his pious prayer, after 
having detained you so long, I fear would be tedious fA 
we will only, therefore, just attend to ita general pur
port, which ia, that eo great and gracious might be the 
effulgence of the presence of the Great Builder of the 
Universe in this house dedicated unto him, that the peo
ple, in all their errors, and in all their wanderings, from 
which human nature is never, in this imperfect state, 
perfectly free, whenever they returned and looked to
warda this temple, His wisdom might correct the former, 
His goodness might forgive the latter fG and that, in all 
their diatre8861 and calamities, when they returned and 

• These three fights form the solid basis of a Maaoa's faith and practice; 
aDd, being placed on the pedestal in the east, pour forth the refulgent raya 
of divine truth to every quarter of the lodge. They stream from tbe 
place of Wisdom, aDd illaminate the pillan! or Btl'eDiff.b and Beant~aud 
from tllenoe · are reflected to all the brethren. .A.ncl tbelle • hts. 
without the least particle of fire, are the llrst objects to whi~ • 
tion of. a candidate is directed at his initiation. 

11 'l'hoae who are deeiroaa of increuing their knowledge on this inf.e. 
~ eubject, will do well to procure admiaaion into the degree or Melli 
Exoelient :Huter. 

• It waa a common practice, when any person bad built a h01118 in 
UICient times, and entered on the habitation of it, to invite his trienda to 
a grand festival, at which 801116 reli«ioua ceremoDifB were perf'ormed to 
aecure the protection or heaven. Thus, when the aeconcf temple wu 
finished, the dedication waa celebrated with great rejoicings and numero111 
laClri1lcee. (&ra vi. 16.) In like maiiDel' Judas M:accabeeu held a 
10Jemn fea8t of dedication, in meJDOf1 or the purifteation of the ~pl8 
after it bad been defiled bf. .A.ntiocbus Epipbanes; and this wu celebrated 
aaaually till the time of ate destnaction by Titus, with solemn IICriflcea 
aud feasts, and everything that could gi?e the people pleuare. Tbe 
&mana also dedicated tbeir temples, theatres, pai8Ces, aDd boalel, witla 
lil&ival.e and laCl'i8ca 
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looked upon thia temple, His goodnMS might support, 
relieve, and deliver them ; that is, in one word, that be 
would be to them from this holy temple a God of mercy, 
to forgive their ains, and the inexhaustible source of 
ble~~ings, to relieve all their wanta, both for time and 
eternity. 

Now these should be the peculiar characteristics of 
every Maaona' Lodge. If thy orother err or wander from 
the paths of virtue and rectitude, let all the brethren be 
anxiously ready to restore such an one, with the spiri~ 
of meekne88, and with the heart of compaaaionate mercy. 
If thy brother be in diatreBB, let thy sou[ fee) his sorrows, 
let thine heart commiserate his miafortunea and his di5-
treaaes ; and if he look to thee, let him not look in vain. 
Yes, my brethren, though ye bear not the voice of mur
muring, or the sound of complaining 110rrow, yet let the 
~entles~ sigh of modest complaint-for the truest sorrow 
1s often the most silent in complaint-let, I uy, the 
gentleat sigh of modest complaint not reverberate in the 
ear in vain, but instil compaBBion in the heart ; and, like 
tbat God to whom Solomon's temple waa dedicated, 
often-let me ad viae-often send the .charitable donatiooa 
of your holy Lodge where modesty, perhapa, atiftea com
plaint, and where, though the heart severely knows ita 
own bitterne88, bashful sorrow, like a silent statue, i8 
unable to utter a request.• 

But who am I thus addressing? A company of Ka
IIOna! Excuse, my beloved brethren, thia unneeeesary 
etruaion of a brother's heart to you, who I know eo 
abundantly in all things supersede by your conduct such 
an admonition, and receive it rather as praise than advice. 
Yea, my brethren, your intentions of charity and good
ness, I am aMured from good authority, so much antiei· 
pate my instructions upon this part of my subject, that 
what I have alreadraaid I feel Inclined to change from 
8dmcmition to eulog~um ; and therefore humbly beg, u 

• The Bev. Salem Town, in his prire -1 on MuoDJ'1, aaya, to the 
aheve diet, tbat " the primitive Bpirit of aoCJeat FreemMODJ'1 ougll& to 
lae mived at the present day in all that intensity of brotherlylo'V&-ia 
.n that tellder aolieitude to guard the moral elWaeter of each ID8IDber 
from coatamilll.ting ~pomres to evil, and especially a ~mpme. of jam 
~ in every ~ word aDd charitable wOrk. wbioli 10 •in-UJ 
~oar Ullillat ..... ol WI frUenai9." 
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it ean be no instigation for what iB already determined, 
it may be kindly accepted aa an encouragement to pro
ceed; and I ahall conclude with observing, that sure I 
am that no instances of doing good to your fellow-crea
tures can more signalize your wisdom in the affixing of 
your peculiar and constant donations, than those two to 
which you have detennined to pay particular regard
namely, the Royal Cumberland School, established for 
the maintenance and education of the female orphans of 
our distressed brethren,M and that very admirable institu
tion, the Humane Society-humane, indeed, to perfection 
may both these institutions be styled. Can any body of 
men, I may justly ask, have a brighter record in the 
annals of humanity than to have been only usistants in a 
labour of Jove so truly divine, as either to protect female 
innocence,• or to save the life of the perish in~ '1 And if 
ever once to have been succeaful 888istanta 1n either of 
these labours of love, where ia the heart, however dis
tant or unconnected in relationship. that will not say, a 
lodge constituted with such prinmplea of humanity and 
benevolent intentions, is indeed a constitution of brother
ly love, a aociety of divine philanthropists Y31 

• The beM&ta of this achool bave arrived at sacb perfection, that there 
111e now DBal'lyaenoty children boarded, clothed, IIDd educated ill the 
establishment. By the published accoante, the receipts during the lut 
~ amonoted to upwards of two thousand pounds. At the public festi
Tala, the children are iotroda.ced by the stewards of the day, and, followed 
b7 t.be matron aDd her uaiataDta, mo•e ill proca&on round the hall ; ad 
it bu beeo obeaned oo all theae ooeuiool, that the appearaace of the 
children is not only neat and reapectable, but the judicioua traiDiDg to 
which they are anbjected has infb8ed into their minds a high degree of 
ID~oe, which Bhilltlll forth Tividly in their couoteoaooea. 

• ""'Womeo," aya ledyard, the tra-nller, "ill all coaDtriel, are ciTil, 
obligjog, tender, aDd h1lDI&D8; they 111e ever ioclioed to be P1 and 
cbeel1ui, timoroaa ad .J?radeot, aud t.bey do uot hesitate, like men, to 
)lel'lorm a getii!I"CMM8 IICtioD ; more liable, perhaps, to err tb8D 1111!11, but 
l:a ~ mon diaiDterelt.ed, more 'rirtaoua, aaa performiDg more good 
actiOIIB thaD meo. lD m1 eztelllift waDderingli ill ilreigll climel, if 
huogry, t.binlty, ,., oolcl, or sick, womaa bu nw beeo frimdly to m&

aost imit'ormfJ-." 
• Bro. Tamiebill, tbe Graod 1IMtao of TeoDaa!e, in hia ....-l ~ 

(1~,) bears ~ to tile abml excellent illltitatioa. Be .,...._ 
" The establ.iahaellt ill IOIIle CIIIWal aituatioo of an uyhua lor the pro
t.ectioD aDd eduea&iea ol cllildnD ol KaeOIIB ill the United States, wciald 
be carryiag oat Cllle ol tbe great piocipt. of our Order, IIDd be a 
JnOD1lllll!llt, more duable tb8D brua or lllarble, which woald relleet ill 
...... iD t I Ill-* prirlfb • -· ,...., to ...... .., Gldllna'a 
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May you then proceed cheerfully, and without inter
ruption, in the truly praiseworthy labour of the day ; 
may every assistance be given you from above to fix and 
carry into effect all your intended good resolutions ; and 
may you, like wise masters builders, lay your foundation 
upon the Rook of Ages ; and may the top stone be raised 
with holy shouting, and with pious exultation, crying 
~raise, Hallelujah, Hallelujah ! Amen and Am.m.117 

PRAYER. 

Eternal and everlasting Jehovah! who reignest over 
all creation-Lord of all lords, and Kings of all kings !
regard at this time the humble adoration of thy feeble 
creatures ; accept the sacrifice of our persons and of our 
hearts, and open for thyself and thine own glory, a tem
ple in every bosom. Descend with all thy usual majesty, 
and impreu every heart before thee with an awfal sense 
of thy divine presence. May our feeble eft'orta to serve 
and glorify thee meet with thy kind approbation, and 
may we know in deed and in truth that thou thyself art 
in the midst of us. We have unitedly endeavoured to 
build an house to thy majesty, and dedicate the same to 
thine honour and glory ; let thine approbation sanction 
these our imperfect endeavours, and may thy glory, and 
the benefit of our fellow-creatures, be Ita foundation
its pillars-its chief corner stone. As the natural sun 
rises in the east to illuminate the day, so let the sun of 
righteousneu arise upon the temple of this day's conse
cration, that it may be always illuminated with thy divine 

children might point with rride, and ray : This is the work of our lathers. 
On this subject I oont'ess have some solicitude; with me it baa beeu a 
favourite object for many ye&l8. Insulated schools for the education of 
orphana have been already est&bliabed in different parte of the United 
Btatea, and one of the brightat jei.IJfll tJJkicla adoml tiM~ of Englill& 
~ry;, il her arlwolfor Orp_7uml." 

17 This sermon concludes WJth a puaage from the degree of Moat Ex
cellent Master, into which none but those who have heeD inducted into 
the oriental chair of Solomon cao be admitted. It is said to have origin
ated at the building of the temple ; which being completed, and the cape
atone celebrated with joy, Kmg Solomon instituted this degree, and 
admitted to it those Ollly who had proved themselves worthy by their 
virtue, akill, and inflexible fidelity to t.he cratL The duties incumbent on 
a Moat &oellent Muter are aach u cannot be attained without a perfect 
knowledge of an the ~ degrees. Bee Orca's Ohlrt,· p. 90. 
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wisdom, and all its membe!'l be truly taught of God. May 
the :Master be enabled to teach, and the younger brethren 
enabled to receive instructions; that thy name in all 
things may be eternally glorified, and our souls univer
aally benefited. Open to us all the treasures of thy
Holy Word: and may we all be truly made acquainted 
with that best of secrets-that divinest of all wisdom
that best pearl of all true riches-the fear of God, and the 
kJoe of each other. Preserve us from every snare and every 
evil, and lead us to the posseSBion of every good. Let 
thy majesty rest UJ>OD us, and be thou our shadow from 
tbe storm, our shield from war, our rock of defence, and 
our eternal portion. Gracious God! let a double portion 
of thy spirit and power rest upon our present engage
ment, and whilst we are uniting ourselves to .each other 
in the strictest ·bonds of holy brotherhood, may we be 
still more earnest to unite our souls to thee, the everlast
ing source of unsullied wisdom, unabating brotherly love, 
divine and pure affection. Dismiss us in the present 
moment with thy best ble88ing ; where we go, go thou 
and be our guide ; where we rest, rest thou, and be our 
munition of rocks. We beg all through Jesus Christ our 
Lord and King, for ever and ever. A.mea and Amen. 



SERMON VIII. 

PREPARATION FOR DEATIL 

PUA.OBBD AT NOBTHPLBBT1 DBCBMBBR 29, 1797, OK 
THB DBA.TH 011' BBOTHBR W A.RD. 

Jrl Y brethren, it is mostly expected in thia Joyful eeuon 
of Christmas, that we should visit our fnenda with a 
cheerful countenance, and not in the gloom of sorrow; 
that the festive evenings of thia week, should paM in all 
the gaiety of innocent and Christian mirth ;1 and thai the 
cheerful tale, or the lively song, should fall from the lips, 
even of the most grave, and the most serious. Yea, me
thinks this is a season, when even the aged are inclined 
to put on the pleasantneBB of youth f when youth is 

1 "To the vbiloeophic enquirer," aaya the author or the Book of 
Ohriatmu, " few t.hiDp are more important, in the annals or nati0111, 
than their feativals, ~ aanivel'llarie&, and their public oelebratione or 
all kinds. In nothing ia their J?llCUliar character more atrilringly exhibit
ed. They ahow a people in 1ta undnlsa, acting upon ita impula, ancl 
separated from the conventions and formalities of ita every-day existence. 
We may Tentnre to aay, that could we, in the absence of every other re
cord, be furnished witll a complete aecoont of the festivals, traditioDS, 
and anniversaries of any given nation now extinct, not only might a oor
recteatinlate be therefrom made of their progreaa in morals and ci~ 
tion, hut a conjectural history of their dotngs be huarded, which ahotlld 
'-r a d011er reaemblaace to the facta thaD many an existing bistor)', 
cooatructed from more varied materials." 

• We love those festivals which have been Jlllde, u W uhington Irving 
•VII, " the aeuon for gatheri~ together of family connectioDS, and 
dri.wing doeer those bonds of kindred hearts, which the cares, aad the 
pleuures, and the sorrows or the world are continually operating to c:aB 
Iooee ; of calling back the children of a family, who have launched forth 
illt.o lite, aad ........... widal7 .... , QDOII JDQl'8 to 'IU'PJ>Ie ..... &Ill 
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permitted to appear in all its livelinesa, without offence 
to the gravity of age; and when even the highest solemni
tiea of religion are ornamented with the garlanda of 
eheerfulne1111 and mirth." Awful aaerifice! then, is the 
present meeting to this annual week of religion'• most 
cheerful celebration ; and truly I can 888Ure you, that 
upon the present mournful occ&~ion, had not both duty 
and friendship unitedly pressed me to the meaaage, 
gladly woald I have aupplieated with ihe prophet upon 
another oec&~ion, Lord! aend by whom thou wilt send, 
but aend not me. Send not me to apoil the festive hour ! 
aend not me u the meuengel' of the gloomy tale, to 
change the amiling countenance of the Christian'• inno
cent enjoyment• into the bitter lamentation& of bopeleu 
deapair.• 

But bark ! hark ! hark ! Methinks I hear the sound of 
my Divine Muter'• feet behind me, and in the voice of 
another of his inspired measengen, arrest& thia e1iataken 
notion which I have juat delivered concerning the pre
aent message. Yes, there is a word in the divine writ
ings which declares, "It u better to 15o to the Jwuse of 
IIIOW"7ling, tlw.• to go to the hotue of fea~t,•g·" Nor am I, 
my frienda, in tbia moment at all inclined, with a cele· 
brated author, to deny this auertion. No ! for methinka 
I learn from the aeene before me, a lesson which, though 
it may for a moment arrest our mirth, in an examination 

paternal hearth, that rallying-place of the affections, there to grow 
yoang and loving again, among the endearing mementos of childhood.' 

1 Tbis is a.lao the aeaaon of masonic festival, according to the old regu
at.iona of the Order, promolgated by tbe Grand Lodge, June 24, 1721. 
"The brethren sha.ll meet annna.lly in BOme convenient place on the day 
of St. John the Baptist, or St. John the Evangelist, a.a the Grand Lodge 
aball think fit by a. new regnla.tion; havm, of late years met on St. John 
the Baptist's day.'' 

• .Among thoee celebratioas which have survived the decay of the re
ligions with which they were connected, by being ma.de anbeervient to 
the new faith, or purified forma which replaced them, that which takes 
place at the period of the new year, or winter 10latice, stands conspillll-
0118. Bequeathed by the pegau to the Christian world, it ha.a been thrown 
into cloee 8.8BOCia.tion with their OWD festival observances in honour of 
the flrat great event in the history of their revelation ; a.nd while the old 
obaervaDCell, and the feelings in which they originated, ha.ve been th1111 
pnaerved to swell the tide of Christian triumph, their pedigree baa been 
overlooked, amid the far ~her interest of the observances by whole 
Bide ~ stand, and their anctent titlea ~ in tha.t of the high flolllily 
illto w&iab &bey Jaaye bela adopted.'' (BGcik or Ohriltmaa, p. 2i.) 
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of its nature and reality, will never destroy one smile of 
true Christian cheerfulness.' It may indeed change itl 
nature, and it may indeed improve it, but it cannot de
stroy it. And well I am persuaded, that the present 
fashionable mirth of Christmas festivity, wants too gene-

. rally that change which aloae can constitute it what it 
really was intended for.• I am a plain man, I moat deal 
in plain troths ; I am an amb888ador of Christ, a meBBen
ger of God, and while I '\'iew that coffin, that sacred 
deposit, where, if he who lies within it, whether he wu 
great or little, rich or poor, old or young, learned or 
unlearned, religious or irreligious, now well knows the 
fallacy of all human things ! well knows the nature and 
importance of my present situation, well knows the 
account I have to give, upon every occasion of my minia
terial function, of my faithfulneBB, or my unfaithfulneu! 
Yes, and he well knows• the nature and what ought to 
be the tendency, even of this my present message. 
When, therefore, I view that sacred deposit, that laat 
degrading end of all human excellency, you will excuse 
me if I lay aside all compliments upon human greatness, 
human riches, human honours, or boman felicities; and 
though I have no wish to spoil or destroy one moment 
of real Christmas mirth, as it is exercised and enjoyed by 
Christiana in general, yet I would wish, I freely confess, 
I would wish in many instances to change its nature.' 

• 'Tia good to be merry and wise, says the old song; and the wisdom 
which CODSiders mirth or ll'ood humour to be a stain on a pen!OII'B con
duct, is a wisdom which, I nope, for the honour of the craft, will be for
ever excluded from the practice of Muonry ; tor it will DOt, lllOit 

· 1188Uredly, produce happi~~e~~~~, either in the lodge or out of it. 
'I am a friend to old customs, and would have Christmas kept u it 

used to be in the most social &imes of merrie England, because I do DOt 
think that this country bas gained anything by that prudish and aaacti
fied demeanour which would exclude all rational amusements from the 
practice ol the people. 

7 True Ohristm111 mirth is of a very social nature. It rivets love, and 
cements the sweets of acqnaintancellbip. For iustanoe, the Obristmu 
dinner ia a gathering together of generationa--an &aleiDbling of ap, 
manhood, youth, and infancy. Contrast this with the dreary pieture 01 
• Cbristm8s Day dinner UDder the stern prescription or the Puritana, • 
given ln bia diary by Pepys, the chatty Secretary to the Admiralty, who 
thna writes, under the date of" Christmas Da:y, 1688-To dinner alone 
with my wife ; who, poor wretch I sat undressed all day till ten M night, 
altering and lacing a noble petticoat, while I, by her, making the boy 
read to me the life of Juliu Cear and Dell Carte'• book ot mule." 
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For instance, my friends, is it not too frequently the 
case, that the birth of Christ is celebrated by all manner 
of exceee, by rudeneee and gambling, by drunkenness, by 
revellinge, by intemperance of every kind and degree 'l' 
Are not many of those lips which should praise God for 
the gift of his Son, too often employed in profaning, 
both the name of God and of hie ChristY Are ·not many 
of those voices, which should joift the angelic anthem 
in singing, "Glory to God· in the highest," too often 
employed in singing the lascivious ballad, the wanton 
son~, and the lewd jest, offensive to every degree of true 
Chl18tian mirth, or indeed of all virtuous modesty Y Are 
not many of those hands, which should be employed in 
distributing bread to the hungry, wine to the thirsty, 
and relief to the distressed and the afllicted, too often 
employed in dealing the gambling card, and throwing 
the plundering diceY And are not many of those feet 
which should carry us to the cottage of the _P.OOr, and 
lead us to the habitations of the distressed wtdow, and 
the weeping orphan, too often employed in dancing the 
lewd dance, or capering to the harp or the viol 'i' 

Methinks I feel myself in danger of incurring from 
some of my hearers, the oensure of austerity, preei.seneu, 

1 " Happiness dOM not consist in the .Pleasures of &e088, in whatever 
profusion or variety they may be eDjoyed. By the pleasures of &e088; I 
mean, as well the aoimal gratifications or eatiog aod drillkiog, as the 
more refined pleasures or music, painting, architecture, .tc., aod of active 
sports, such as hunting, shooting, and fishing. These pleasures continoe 
bat a little while at a time. This is true of them all, especially of tbe 
gNl88el' sort of them. Laying aside tbe preparation and the upecta:. 
tion, aod computing strictly the actoal 1181111at.ion, we eball be aurprilllld 
to lind how inconsiderable a portion of our time they occupy-ho" few 
hours in the four-and-twenty they are able to ftil up." ( Paley's Phil. b 
i., c. 6.) . 

' ThiS picture ia too higlaly coloured. Tbe rejoicioga of Chriatiflllr 
are of a more chaatened character, one should hope. The feeliQBII whi~ 
are excited by tbe dreary aspect of frost aod snow, treeutript oC theil 
leaves, aod other signa of desolation, induce us to take refoge in om 
moral resourcee. The spirit of cheerfalnees, 'which the above ligna ma: 
be calcalated to damp~.Beeka its innocent grMifications by the bJuiDi 
hearth. And here, in tile bosom of the family, wheo the labours of &Ill 
day are IIUipended, it may be truly ar.id :-

With hie ice, 1111d now, 1111d rime, 
Let bleak wiuter lltenlly oome1 

There Ia uot a enuuler clliue 
ThaD tM Joy.n& wUUer bciD& 
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and eeverity, if not also of aupentition and enthUBiasm; 
but you mistake me. It ia neither my wish nor my 
intention to censure or condemn any of the innocent 
amueemente of human life. No; but sure there are 
many things in the conduct of profeued Chriatiana, 
while celebrating the birth of our Saviour, which truly 
deserve condemnation. To eat luxuriously, and forget 
the hungry; to drink intemperately, and forget the 
thinty; to dance, to gamatol, to frolic, to play, and to 
forget the sorrowful, the distreued, the aftlicted, the 
mourning widow, and the weeping orphan, is, I will ever 
~&y, while I have a tongue to apeak, blaspheming the name 
of Christ, and treading upon hie holy example-is proe
tituting the joy of his nativity, and turning 1t into a day 
of condemnation.'0 Yes! as thou hut ability and oppor
tunity, I would advise, feed the hungry, clothe the 
naked, visit the prisoner, cheer the sorrowful, relieve the 
distreaaed, heal the afflicted, bind up the broken-hearted, 
and cover the wounds of the wounded with the balm of 
consolation ;11 and then eat thy bread with cheerfulness, 
yet with temperance, and drink thy wine -with a pious 
yet with a merry heart, for then, and not till then, doat 
thou properly blesa God for the birth of Christ, who 
gave thee this holy example ; then, and not till then, 
will God, or can God, accept thy work ; then, and not 
till then, can ye keep the holy feast, and glorify God for 
the unspeakable gift.12 

10 There can be no doubt but such conduct would profane that holy 
day ; but Christianity teaches a di11ereot le&BOn. " Tlie services ~ the 
church about this lleai!OD," aaya Waahington Irving," are extzemely teD
der aDd inspiring. They dwell on the beautiful story er the origin or our 
faitb, aDd the pastoral scenes that accompanied its announcement. 'l'her 
gradually increue in fervor and pathos during the aeuon or Advent, 
until they break forth in full jubilee, on tbe morning that br01Ulht peace 
asl good will to men." This is calculated a prepare the aoalfor better 
amd more holy feelings than those mentioned in the text. The joya of an 
old Christm88 tlnHride had little of evil in them. . 

11 Tlae are all mMODic virtues, and are folly carried out in our ez
tallive charities. 

1• "In .Jesus, whether we regard his le&BOD8 or his example, we tee not 
ODly beoevoleoee, but benevolence the moat enlarged and oompreheaaiYe. 
In the parable of the good Samaritan, the very point or the 11tor1 ia, that 
flu~ rllUwxl by hzm was tht national and rlligiow -y of hil "
/aetflr. Our Lord declared the equity of the divine administration, whell. 
lle told the Jews that many shOuld come from the eut and west, and 
lboald lit down with Abraham, Iau.c, ud .Jaoob, in the kiJIIdom ol 
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HAuaoe, my frienda, the meaa.ge of our text, however 
irksome in ita first attack upon human passion-the 
meauge of our text, in the midtt of worldly festivity, 
beoomea a salutary antidote to tum that worldly fes
tivity into all the reality of pure Christian joy.lll And 
for this end, I firat beg leave to bring my me~e to 
you, my aged friends. You will excuse the famiharity 
of the term friends, for in tbi.t sacred place, where, by 
ihe obliging k.indneaa of your paetor, I am this momen$ 
permitted to share in his labour, I feel all that attach· 
ment of sacred friendship for your eternal intereat, aa I 
ahould for thoae of my own hearers, were I this moment 
in my own pulpit; nor have I an1 doubi but be will 
I&Dction the little familiaritl of styhng you my frienda, 
in ihe importance of a aubJect in which both he and I 

heaven ; but that the children of the kingdom should be cut into outer 
darlma. His reproof or the hasty zeal or his disciples, who would oeedl 
call down he from heaven to avenge an all'ront put upon their Muter, 
ahowa the lenity or his character &Del of hia religion, aDd his opinion ot 
t.be manner in which the most unreasonable opponents ought to be treat
ed, or at least of the manner in which thef ougnt not to be treated. The 
terms in which his rebuke was conveyed deserve to be noticed-' Ye 
bow not wllat manner of spirit ye a.re of.' " (Paley'• Evidelui., pari U. 
c. 2.) This is the pure spirit of mailooic benevolence. 

13 Hear the acconnt of the manner in which a good clergyman treats 
Christmas, as it is given in the Monthly Magazine :-" Our pastor wu 
told one da:y, in argument, that the interests or Chr&ianity were op
poeed to DDIVeraal enlightenment. I llhall not euily foa(et his IUIIWel". 
'The interests or Christianity,' said he, 'are the sa.me 88 'the interests or 
aociety. It has no other meaning. Christianity is that very enlighten
ment you speak or. Let any mao find out that thing, whatever it be. 
which is to perform the very greatest good to society, even to ita own 
ap~t detriment, and I say that is Christianity, or I know not the 
spll"it of ita founder. What I shall we take Christianity for an arith
metical puzzle, or a contradiction in terms, or the bitterness of a bad argu
ment, or the interests, real or supposed, or any particular set or men? 
God forbid I I wish to ~ w1th reverence of whatever has tak• 
place in the order of providence. I wish to think the beet or the very 
evils that have happened-that a good has been got out or them j per
'llaps that they were even oeceesary to the good. But when once we liave 
obtained better means, and the others are dreaded by the benevolent, and 
scorned by the wise, then is the time come for throwing open the doort 
to all kindliness, and to all knowledge, and the end of Christianity ia at
tained in the reign of beneficence.' ln this spirit our pastor preaches to 
us always, but most particularly on Christmas Day, when he takes occa
liioo to enlarge on the character and views of the Divine Person who is 
sup~ then to llave been born, and sends us home more than usua11J 
reJOicing." 

11 
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must, from our undivided interests in our profellli.on, be 
the frieods of all mankind. 

To you, then, my aged friends, I first bring my mea
sage, and you must give me leave to bring it very point
edly,-" Thu yeo.r thou •Mlt die." What! are you 
alarmed 7 Do you disbelieve the solemn warning 7 Are 
you whiapering 'to yourself the flattering tale, there are 
but three days before the present year shall close ita 
final period, and sure the /reacher may be deceived; I 
shall not die this year! answer, surely it is pouible 
you may not die tbie year; nor, my friends, have I a 
single wish that thie awful prophecy may be fulfilled ; 
but, my aged friends, look on that coffin,•• east your eye 
for one moment upon that sacred deposit, and reflect 
had you and I met our departed brother on the morning 
before hie fall from yonder dreadful precipice, and I bad 
said to him, "This year, my brother-this year thou 
shalt die," had he not a greater reason to have mocked 
the preacher for hie superstitious fean, and bad he not a 
greater cause to have laughed at his gloomy tale .than 
thou hast, whose tottering limbs /erhaps are now 
shaking on the brink of the grave, an whose grey hairs 
are strong indications of the proximity of a shroud Y 
What! shall the age of forty rush into the grave, and 
seventy, the appointed age of man, bid defiance to ita 
rav&fSe& Y Surely no! He had, according to all human 
fol'e81ght--lle had the probability of an eiiC&pe for many 

1• Death is the irreversi'ble decree which was pronounced on man when 
he bad tra.nsgressed the divine command; and after death comes judg
ment. For this termination of our yroba.tio~ state, it is equally oar 
duty and interest, BS MBSOns BS wel BS Christlall8, to prepare, by the 
habitual practice of every moral and social virtue. Our faith in the 
atoning blood of a crucified Redeemer must be firm, and our llractice or 
the duties which he hBS enJoined must be constant and ell'ective. How 
can we better employ our tune in this world than by preparing for futu
rity 1 How can we more properly use the fleeting period of mortality, 
than by indulging an uniform and anxious hope, ammated by the faith 
and promil!el! of the Gospel ; a humble anticipation of approval in that 
day when every man shalf be judged according to his workS; and- endea
voring so to paes through time, BS to procure an interest in Him, through 
whoee merits alone we can expect to be happy in eternity? If we do 
this, we may look forward with composure to that awful period when 
Death Bball draw his sable curtain roiUld our pillow ; when we sball 
exchange a corruptible for an incorruptible body, and receive that bleaio 
ed Mmtence which shall aeal our felicity for ever. 
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yean to come ; thy fartheet boundary-thy utmos* 
stretch of life's longest expectation is-" Thil year thotl 
,luilt, die." No! however near the final period of the 
preaent year, thou hast not an item to lose of the solemn 
warning. No ! when I hear the solemn and inspired 
warning, aa in the awful instance before us, "In the miil.e 
tf lifo we af'e ia Uatl&," had we arrived to the last hour of 
the preaent year, to none before me, much leu to the 
tottering of a declining worn-out age, should I be at all 
untimely in my admonition-" Thv y•r tlwu •holt die." 
Take, take, ye venerable, the holy admonition. That it 
may prove untrue, I moat heartily wish; but that it can 
be unaeaaonable or unneceaaary, I totally deny. You are 
arrived at the laet atage, and allowing you have done all 
that you could do, still, when you come to die, there 
is always enough to do.11 

Reflect, firat, ou the value of time; secondly, on the 
importance of eternity; and, thirdly, seriously reflect, 
what is the work. of time, as it looks to the rewards of 
eternity. Oh what a theme is this! what have I not to 
aay, when I am warning old age to prepare for the awful 
aeene of their moat certainly approacliing exit ! Let me 
aak, have you redeemed' the time as you ought, seeing all 
our days are evil? Have you repented of your sina, 
which are numerous aa the moments of your Jives? Have 
you turned unto that God, from whom, both by nature 
and practice, you have so univel"8&lly revolted, witb that 
true compunction of spirit, and with that holy contrition 
of heart, which, through the merits of your Redeemer, 
can obtain a true, a real, and a substantial reconciliation! 
Have you loved and served God aa ye ought, seeing he 

16 Freemaaomy not only inculcates the certainty of-death, but alao the 
reslU'l'eCtion, and a future state of existence in happinees or misery, ac
cording to the deeds done in this life. It teaches that at the latest hour, 
when all the glow and spirit of existence ia gon&-wben the l!lllllDMlr is 
ended-wbeo the IIIUl Bhiries faintly upon the acene-wben the leav~ Call 
off from the bowers of delight, and all the bloom and splendour of liftl are 
over for ever ; in this cold and naked winter of his days, the upight 
Mason ia warmed by genial thougbta that cheer and cherish his neUt, 
aDd supply the abeence of animal ardour. Though dead to the ple&B11nll 
of 8llDIIe, UDable to taste any more what be eata or what be drinks, or to 
hear the voice of s~ug men or singing women, the remembrance of a 
life devoted to duty, 18 " meat to eat," with which be may yet regale him-· 
self. The voice of liD approving CODIICience is music to which the worthy 
brother may listen with delight, even at his latest bow. (Fawcett, Sar. 4.) 

• 
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:bath given you life and breath, and, through the sacrifice 
of hit Son, all thi11gs neceatary to faith and bolineaa ? 
Have you loved your friends, your enemy, your brother, 
at ye ought, aeeing ye were aent into the world with 
these commands ? Have ye, at the expense of time, 
which is its only true commerce--have ye, at the expenae 
of time, purchased the sure reversion of eternal felictty? 11 

If ye have done all these thinga, the hour is not far off 
when, as a ahock of com, fuJly ripe, ye shall be gathered 
into the garner of our God, and receive that pleasant in
vitation of-" C011te, ye bluled of •Y Father, inherit 1M 
kingdom preparedjiw yo•." If ye have not done all, or 
any of theae necessary works of piety, religion, and god
line•, receive, I beseech you, t.he stncerity of this en
tieavour with all ita intended force ; for ere the new year 
begins its circle into the vortex of eternity, this very ad
monition may tingle in your ears with a aound whtch il 
very far from the wish of him who now brings it from 
the aource of mercy.17 

Yea, my aged friend a, near as the last momenta of the 
preaent declining year may draw to their final period
Dear as the first approaching morn of the next revolving 
portion may be to 1ts waating sands, ere the former eon
eludes, or tbe latter takes its beginning, that awful view 
of a vast eternity may open to the eye of your enlight
ened mind errors of the put, which shall thunder terror 

·"' Quevedo well observes, at the commencement of hia fifth vision
" Bow peatly are we deceived in the qaality and value of the thingB we 
covet, BJnce it is quite impoesible for anything in this world to fix our ap
petites and demes, which are still wavering and chaD. ging like pilgrims, 
ilelighted with, aud cherished by, vanity. What we pursue with the 
greatest delight and passion imaginahle, yields us nothing but satiety and 
repentance in the possession ; yet such is the power of these appetites of 
0111'8, that when they call and command, we follow and obey, though we 
find in the end, that what we took for a beauty in the pursuit, proves but 
a ca.rcue ia the quarry, and we are sick of it 11.11110011 11.11 we have it. 
Now the world, that knows our palate and inclination, never fails to 
feed the humour, and to flatter and entertain us with every kind of change 
&Dei IIOVelty, 11.11 the most certain meana of gaining upon our aJI'ect.ions." 

u .As our lectnrea admonish, let us imitate the Chrilltian iu hia virtuous 
&Dei amiable conduct ; in his unfeigned piety to God ; in his inflexible 
fidelity to hla trust ; that we may welcome the grim tyrant, Death, and 
:reoeive him as a kind ~ aent from our Supreme Grand Master, 
·to translate us from this imperfect, to that all-perfect, glorious, and celes
tial lodge above, where the Supreme Architect of the Universe preaidel. 
(ere.. .Muppic Chart, p. 41.) . 
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through your soul, and miseries of the future, which now, 
perhaps, ye will not believe, though an angel from heaven 
Cleelaied them unto you. Beware of the value of the 
present moment--"Now il tM acctpt«l time, ftOID il tile day 
qf ~tJlfJGIMm." Hear the husbandman of the vineyard im
portuning you respecting your long-lost time of idleness; 
hear him advise, "Go ye into tile vineyard ; " hear him en
courage you, "WkatBfJf:T' il rigl&t, tlllil sholl you ~." 
Bee also the period and eoncluaion of mercy; though 
they went in at the eleventh boor, they each of them 
received every man a penny,-& full portion of everlut
ing felicitf. llay God Almighty give the aged of thia 
congregation the wisdom to return, though it ia bot at 
the eleventh hour, 

To the young and to the middle-aged I now tum my
eel(, 1 m01t confeaa, to deliver the aacred admonition of 
my text with sensations of greater diflieulty, though that 
awful instance before me very impre11ively says, be not 
leu faithfuL Yea, my friends, to tell the man of health 
and vigour, whose mountain of strength, to all human 
appearance, seems invulnerable; to telf the rising youth, 
who ia just stepping on the uncertain stage of life; to 
tell the blooming virgin, wh01e roseate countenance, u 
it were, declares in every smile an nnabaken lease of un
interrupted years to come ; to tell aU these, and such u 
1heae, the awful meBSage of my text--" Tlail year t1wv 
Mw.lt die," ia a taak. which almost misgives by beat inten
tions, and almost shakes my best resolves. But oh ! how 
often within the circle of only my last year's parochial 
exercises, have I, with a pityin~ heart, seen the widow 
and the widower, with a tottenng, an uneven, a reluc
tant step, tum from that spot of earth which confined 
the dear remains of those whom, perhaps but a few days 
before, they fondly hoped to have enjoyed, in connubial 
felicity, for many years to come. Yes, ask the mourning 
widow of our departed brother, if, in the morning of this 
day se'nnigbt, Bhe exfeeted to witness the mournful 
trophies of this night a awful solemnity.18 Nay, little 
did I think, when, in the month of J one, in my JOOl'll8J 

11 Bro. Ward, haviDg spent his eveniDg with aome CrieDd8, w. retana
iag home in the dark, llld misBiDg his road, he Cell from the top of a high 
ua lteep pNOipille, whioh oocyjoned his deUh ia • .., boarL 
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to Chatham to meet you, my brethren, hia vivacious 
hand helped me from the chaise, little did I think that the 
next December of nature'• vivacity, would prove the D&
cember of our brother's life. 

But, again, not only have I witnessed in many iustancea, 
the weeping widow, and the mourning widower, for the 
ravages of death upon the mountain of ripened age, but 
I have also seen the· eye of youth weep over a sister's 
ashes, and the countenance of virgin beauty veiled in 
deepest sorrow for a departed brother. Nay, I have, in 
the course of lMt year, prepared the indentures of bridal 
ceremony, and death, before the joyful moment, bas d&
atroyed the necessity of the saered parchments. Nay, 
still farther, I myself, as a father, have lately seen the 
tender infant drop like a tender bud, nipped b7.: the 
pinchin~ frost from ita mother's brea~t, and fall a lifele11 
victim toto the icy anna of Death. Oh ! ye firm in 
health ! oh ye blooming youth of either sex: ! oh ye 
children! if ye have a maturity of bearing for· these 
sacred things, hear, I beseech you, the admonition of a 
father, of a brother, of a friend; nay, hear the aaered 
admonition of divine inspiration : "Tku year thou JuJll 
die r• That this may be a true prophecy, God forbid! 
but, nevertheleaa, that we may aU take the solemn warn
ing, I moat earnestly advia&--I moat earnestly pray.111 

li'or what I beseech you, my youngest or my moat 
stout-hearted friends, is your security against the ex:eeu-

11 Nothing aurely can be a more urgent consideration of the neceesitf 
of a speedy repentance than this. Hear the language of one who delayed 
hia repentance, and, like Dives, Willi cast Into bell :-:u Wretch tbat I ami 
The greatest penitent that ever lived never snttered the mortiflc.tion which 
I have endured I I have watehed-1 have fasted-I have scarcely bad all'/ 
clothes upon my back-my whole life has been a restless course of tor
ment, both of body and mind ; and all thia to get money for my children, 
that I might see-them well married, purchaae them posts at court, or pro
cure them some other preferment iD the world.; starving myself iD the 
conclusion, rather than lessen the property I had made for my posterity. 
And yet, notwithstanding thia, my fatherly c.re, I was no sooner dead 
tbao forgotten, and my next heir buired me without tears or mourning, 
and, indeed, without so much as paying m'f legacies, or pra~ for my 
soul, as if they had received certain iutelhgence of my damnation. To 
increase mr misery, the prodipls are DOW squandering and CODIIUIIling 
the estdlm gambling and other debaucheries, which I had ll:&iDed by 
110 much ind1111try, vexation, and oppressiou ; and for which 1 Bllfl'er, •* 
thia i1111tant,auch iaaapportahle torment&" (Quevedo, Vision 6.) 
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tion of this divine sentence, to which I have now endea
voured to call your moat serious attention? Examine 
the wor1d at large, look. into your own neighbourhood, 
pry with the moat curious attention into the little circlea 
of your families and friendships. Ask the families of the 
rich and honourable, with what sums, or with what titles 
they are able to bribe thia universal ravager of our life's 
beat felicities, whose untimely shaft we are now lament
ing. Ask. the young, the gay, the beautiful, the healthy, 
and the strong, by what means they are provided 118ainat 
his sudden, his prepared, his untimely arrows. Doee he 
aak the ~arenta' leave to cut off the child Y Doea he aak 
the anxious husband, or the loving wife, when, or by 
what kind or gentle means, be should deprive them of 
their beat felicity, the partner of their soul Y Does he 
ever proclaim through the circles of gaiety, or the man
sions of pleaaure, that on such a day be will take from 
them such a number of their votaries, and that, therefore, 
they should consult amongst themselves, whom they 
could best, or more conveniently part withY Surely, he 
aaketh no such questions; riches and honours have no 
bribes for his insatiable desires ; youth or gaiety, or 
health, or beauty, have no power to disarm his severity; 
parents can find no reprieve for their most beloved chil
dren ; the most unsulfied and undivided affection cannot 
blunt the arrows of his malignaat wrath, nor can the 
mansions or pleasure point out to him the objects beat 
suited for his avaricious wishes. No! without one single 
exception of another's making, he levels his unresisted 
arrow, and all must fall before him-the rich and the 
poor, the old and the young, the gay or the sorrowful. 
With this enemy there is no parley ; with this foQ there 
is· no putting off, even till to-morrow. Thu year, or tku 
moment, if he wy1 it, thou 1/udt die. 

To you, my brethren of our Royal Order, hear, I b&
seech you, also, the salutary admonition ! I am frequent
ly lookin~ forward with a fraternal expectation, to that 
opportun1ty of annual address, when, through your kind 
partiality, 1 am enabled to declare to you mY' sentiments 
respecting masonic reli~on ; but, when I reflect that in 
my small sphere of actton, this is the third time within 
a few montns, that I have been call~d upon to perform 
the last kind office of fraternal affection to one or other 
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of our departed brethnm, I beg you to know that I leD• 
eibly feel, and I beg you to feel it also, how very uncer
tain is the finneat tenure of human life ; yes, last June, 
our departed brother, whom we now lament, performed 
hia utmost, when I called upon him, to relieve the 
fatigues of a fellow-traveller, through the journey of life; 
you now see how small a compass in which he, and all 
hia worldly concerns is, as it were, in a moment unex
pectedly confined; without activity to relieve, he knowa 
our wants; without the affection of pity, be views our 
tears.10 God Almighty, then, my beloved brethren, God 
Almighty, then, only knows, whether I may preach the 
next annive:nary: sermon or no ; or if, by his permiaaion, 
my unworthy life should be lengthened out to preach, it 
it only he who knows, who of you may be allowed to 
}tear; this year, says the prophet, to you, to me, to all, 
u 'l'kil yto.r thou. iha/J, d~." 

May this, I moat earnestly pray, again, respecting you 
all, may this to us all prove a false prophecy; but leat 
it should be the last you may hear from me, I have ea
deavoured, I IUI8Ure you, to preach it with u much sin
cerity -and faithfolneaa, as if it were, indeed, to be my 
last, and I must, therefore, most earnestly entreat of you 
all, that you would hear it, under the same serious and 
divine impressions. Do thia, my friends, and then, 
ahould it be tbe last, it will give you life in death ; and 
IJhould it not, it will sweeten, not embitter ; it will in-

• The following addrea& is naaally made over the grave of a deJ)IIl'ted 
brother:-" From time immemorial it has been a custom among tLe fra. 
ternity of Free and Accepted Masons, at the request of a brother on his 
death-bed, to accompany his co~ to the place or interment, and there 
to deposit it with certain formalities. In pW'IIQ&Dce ol this uaase. and at 
tile special request of our departed , brother, whoee memory we revere, and 
whoee l.JB~ we deeJ?lY ileplore, we have assembled, in the character of 
Masons, to resign h11 body to the earth, whence it came, and to olh- to 
hia memory before the world the last tribute of oor a6ction, thereb7 
-demollBtr&ting the sincerity of our past esteem, aod our inviolable 
attachment to the principles of the Order. With proper respect to the 
established costom of the country in which we live; with doe deference 
to our 'soperiora in church and state, and witlJ unlimited good-will to all 
•mankind, we here a:ppear clothed as Masons, and publicly crave leave to 
UpNB oar sobmiae1on to peace and good government, and our wish to 
-~tribute to the interests of mankind. Invested with the b~ of inno
cence, we humbly bow to the U niveraal Parent, and implore hiS bleesing 
'on every zealoos endeav;t.!lpt:mote peace aod good-will, aad pra7 for 
'bar peEMeni!Wie Ul tile of piety U&l 'rirtiu.u 
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creaae, not leuen; it will enaure, not shake; it will eatab
liah, not weaken any of the joya of life. 

It is only, my beloved brethren, it is only familiarity 
with death that can take away the sting, or in any caee 
sweeten ita deadlr. bitters. To put from our remem
brance, to banish 1t from our thoughts, and to keep our
selves unaccustomed to its moat habitual meditations, ia 
giving sharpness to ita sword, poison to ita sting, and 
tenfold energy to all its most agonizing tortures. Would 
ye, my brethren, participate in any of the real sweets of 
that sprig of cassia, which emblematically we contem
plate, as springing from the mangled ·corpse of our cele
brated ancestor in the masonic fraternity.11 Cultivate 
his constancy and intrepidity against all the thl'eata of 
the masonic foe ; and prove that faithfulneaa and perse
verance in virtue and religion, is the girdle oi your 
maaonic .ecrecy. And that, whatever or whoever are 
the ruffians that attack the fortress of masonic virtue, 
such is your habitual familiarity with this grand enemy 
of all human science, of all human fellowship, of all 
human connectione, that he, i. e. Death, come when he 
will, comes only to perfect masonic science, comes only 
to strengthen and confirm the bands of masonic fellow
ship, comes only to complete the glory, and facilitate 
the eternal completion of all masonic connections. 

May God Almighty bless you all, both brethren and 
strangers, may he give you that knowledge which is life 
itself; and when we quit this earthly tabernacle, may 
we all be initiated into the eternal lodge of the everlaat-

a Symbolica1 or the immortality or the soul ; which is &lao lnotttcated 
in Masonry by the second step or the theological ladder, and by the ear 
of oorn. St. Panl says : " That which thou sowest is not quickened, ex
cept it die." This beautiful analogy baa been meered at by some phi
loeo~ta IS unb-ue in fact, since the grain does fiOt die. This is true ; 
but 1t requires little ingenuity to perceive that the comparison is popu
lar, and that tbe Greek word apotllane ia ~erefore not to be unclerstood 
• ezpreaaiDI{ utter death, but oDly that ...,pearanoe of destruction which 
takes place m the ~ seed. The sense is well expreBBed b7 
Hewlett-" That is, the germ or principle of vegetable life does not 
apring up in the form of a plant tilT the eXternal biilk, consisting of the 
lobes or Tarlnace~niB part of the seed, wasteB away, and IS it~ b&
GOIIUII the appropriate food of the new plant that is apringmg iuto life, 
till it ia in a atate to derive nutriment from the earth." Such is the 
-.rrection of the body, .. it is inculcated in the third degree or ... 
·IOlar)'. 
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ingly faithful, there to join in the song of Jloaea and the 
Lamb, for ever and ever. 

PRAYER. 

Almighty, supreme, and everlasting God! thou whose 
tender mercies are over all thy works, who willest not 
the death of any sinner, but hadst rather that all should 
repent and live! Look. down, we beseech thee, with 
tender pity upon us, who are now the humble suppliants 
of thr moat comp888ionate regards! Thou k.nowest the 
frailties of all human strength, and if thou withdrawest 
from us thy life-eupporting power, we fall into the grave! 
we moulder into dust ! we b1d farewell to all below ! none 
can resist that determined period to all human greatness! 
Father of mercies ; what is man ? We spring up in the 
rooming of life, we know not whether we may reach the 
.third hour ! Should we step on the meridian of human 
life, we exceed the period of millions ! And if we reach 
the eleventh hour, snort, short, indeed, is the longest day 
of all human existence ! Impress, gracious Father! im
press upon every heart this solemn cheek to all human 
stability, "In t.M midst of lifo we are in deaJA." This year 
thou shalt die ! Prepare us all for that awful change ! 
May we, one and all, this moment, leave the considera
tion of all temporary importanciea, for the consideration 
of those greater things of eternity ; make every soul be
fore thee, .mo.. tu death! 1okmn tu t.M graDe! May we 
view with the eye of ,wisdom the trifling greatness of all 
human power! And' may the reality of eternal things 
fill · up all the exercise of our immortaleouls ! Teach us, 
by thy effectual wisdom, to fix a proper estimate upon all 
below, and from that estimate to fix all our affections on 
things above! May we be guided through all the diffi
culties and dangers of this frail state. May we escape 
all the pollutions of a rebellious age of immorality and 
irreligion, and remain in thy purest sight unspotted from 
the world ! Gracious God ! show us the vanity of all 
human dependencies ; and may this serious moment be 
indeed the birth-day of the Saviour of mankind in every 
heart. May he at this moment be unto us the great 
glory of the Father's mercy. May be be unto us thiJ 
moment the tme love of an aft'ectionate brother, and all 
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the peaee of a reconciling friend ! May he be formed 
in us the firm hope of eternal glory, and may his spirit 
of faithfulneu and purity brood over every heart, and 
give unto us the true spirit of all Christian and divine 
affections ! Wean us from the world and all worldly 
concerns ; and as we know not that awful moment which 
may separate us from earth, or earth's best treasures, 
give us the true riches of immortality and eternal life! 
Sanctify, gracious God! sanctify to us all the dispensa
tions of thy divine providence, and may that important 
leuon of the uncertainty of all human depenc1encies, be 
seriously impressed upon every mind, which the solemn 
occasion of tb.e present assembling ourselves together, so 
loudly indicates to every heart! May the aged consider 
that they m'/Ut du! May the young, the gay, and the 
giddy, in the solemn instance before them, duly and 
effectually reflect, that this/ear, this day, nay, that this 
moment, and the silken cor of life may suddenly be cut 
in twain, the soul takes its unretuming ftight, and earth 
to earth put a final period to all t.he best expectancies of 
human greatness. Gracious Father! fill us with a divine 
and awful sense of thy divine presence. And as we are 
all of us now drawing near the conclusion of one of the 
longest portions of time, and near as we are, that not one 
of us is certain of seeing its last portion, may we learn 
to live a moment at a time, and spend the present as if 
we were sure that it would be the last. Take from us 
all hardness of heart, and unbelief of thy holy word, and 
may our minds be fraught with the affections of Christian 
charity, or philanthropic benevolence. Dismiss us at 
this time from thy holy house, with every divine impres
sion which thy word and ordinances are calculated to 
inspire. May· we keep this holy season of a Saviour's 
birth, with all those purer joys which Christian purity, 
and a Saviour's incarnation, should inspire in every 
bosom. May the rich be instructed in true wisdom, and 
the/oor be satisfied with the truest riches ; may the 
age rejoice in the solemnities of true Christmas merri
ment, and the y:oung be old in a Jesus' birth. We .beg 
all for the ments, and through the satisfaction of that 
sacrifice, which ht>aved the mountain from a guilty world, 
which bid the dead revive, and reconciled fallen nature 
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to nature's purer God. We beg all through the merits, 
and for the sake of that J esu.e, who, u at this seuoa, 
left his Father'• boUle, became incarnate, and died m 
accuned death tbr us men, and for our salvation. To 
whom, as is most due, be praiae everluting. .Amea • .... 



SERMON IX. 

THE TRUE CHARACTER OF A IUSON. 

PBJIA.CBBD .t..'f GB.A.VKIBND, IIA.Y 28, 1798, A.T TBB 4Nl'U• 
VKBS.A.BY PBOVINOI.AL GIUND LODGB PO:& TBB OOUNTY 
0. UNT. 

" I allo tl?illiiUN mine opinion." 
Joa zuit, 10. 

EVB:a since I have had the honour of meeting this aa-
118Dlbly, and leading, under the direction of our worthy 
superior, the devotion of this our annual and masonic 
meetii~g, I have felt two peculiar points of the ministerial 
function press themselves very forcibly upon my mind, 
u very particularly the incumbent duties of the day. 

Firat, that of endeavouring, according to the beat of 
my poor abilities, to remove from the mind of all those 
atrangers who honour us with their presence upon these 
oocuiooa, aome part, at least, of those various prejudices 
against our royal Order, which naturally attach them
selves to the uninformed, concerning any system, order, 
or society whatsoever.1 

1 AD IIIUlkiDd are inclined to be captious, and to object to the genial 
operation of anything which. they do not perfectly nnderatand. How 
elae are we to aoconnt for the existeoce of r.ll the absurd opiniona whicll 
are atloat respecting the meana or salvation ; and particolarl~, for illftdelity 
and atbeiam f The infidel will object as strongly against Uhriatianity aa 
the caviller does agaiDat Masonry. Yet they botli continue their quiet 
walk of bellevolence and charity, undisturbed by the puaing ala.Dder, 
wllicb makes no more impression on either of them than the waft of BD 
insect's wing on the gigantic oak. Persecation b&ll always &trengtbened 
the c&U8e it would destroy, and new attacks are but the barb~ of 
renewed prosperity. Freemasonry, the handmaid of reli~on, is, m our 
own times, menaced by religious profealors ; and this 18 an e&ctual. 
antidote to lukewarmDI!IIII on the one band, and neglect on the otber; ana 
the Orda- ia sure to derive .aatial benetlta from the attack. 
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And, secondly, that of endeavouring to warn, admonish, 
and advise my brethren, that they would, by their good 
conversation in the world, aid and assist me in that fint 
duty, by so letting their masonic light shine before men, 
that others, seeing their good works, and bearing their 
good conversation, which are the only true eft"ecta of 
masonic li~ht, might honour that society, which in aid 
of the Chnstian religion, I scruple not to say, before 
God or man, is highly c=alculated to make every member 
of ita social, sacred compact, much wiser, much better, 
and consequently much nappier, than he ia ever likely 
to be, separated from it.1 "An increase of wisdom and 
goodne1111, must be an increase of bappine•." Further, 
to the performance of both these duties, I must observe, 
tbat I never felt a sb,onger impression than I have during 
the time I have been looking forward for the happy mo
ment of this our present meeting.' And for whtch im
pre88ion I answer by the 888ignment of the two or three 
following reasons; and which reasons, I hope, will not 
only operate as an exeuse for my own zeal, in showing 
you, particularly at this time, mine opinion ; but, I also 
hope, they will unitedly operate as a stimulus to my 
brethren, to prove to the world about them, the truth 
and reality of that mine opinion, which, I am IIUI'e, must 
be their own. 8 

My first reason, which I give for this impression, is, 
that such is the complexion of the timea, that God only 
knows, whether our national affairs will ever again admit 
ao fiUflleTOfU an 888embly to meet, unsuspected and unin-

• .A. very excellent observation, meriting the atteotion or all who are 
M11110na, aod all who are not. Why are lessons of piety delivered trom 
the Cbriatian pulpit T Is it not to ameliorate the heart and eulighten the 
llllderstanding, that man may perform his d11ty to God, his neighbour, 
and himaelt', and aecure the s&lvat.ion of his soul ? Why are preoepta of 
"rirtlle enforced by the moralist f Is it not to make men wiser and better! 
If, theD, lessons of piety and precepta of virtne are calculated to produoe 
a beneficial chaog8 in the nature of mao, why are not the 11&1118 resulta 
admitted to flow from the benevoleot moral lectures or an Order, who. 
foundation is charity, whoee shaft is faith, and whcee capital is hope ; 
which enforce~~ the four cardinal virtues, and teach~ ita auious votariel 
the lellsons or virtue, honour, and mercy-brotherly love, relief, and tnth r 

1 That the most essential benefits willl'EIIlllt from the pure practice ol 
:M.11110nry, mnst be the opinion or every candid and right-minded pen1011o 
ADd tha~e who think pro.Jlll:l' to oppoee it, are exprellliDg IBiltimwta which 
do not really exilt in UleJr heart& 
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terrupted, as we do in the present moment. We there
fore ought, as a society, thoroughly to examine ourselves, 
and each other, and see that there is nothing amiaa 
amongst us, which may help, either to provoke the Al
migho/, to give up our nation to such punishment& and 
calamttiea, as for auch a aociety as oun not to meet with
out interruption, or to give government any reaaon to 
suspect us as unworthy the high privilege we now enjoy, 
of usembling ounelvea together, none daring to make 
US afraid.' 

My second reuon for the afore-mentioned impreuion 
ia, that, since I met you last upon this our provincial 
business, a book baa been publiahed in this country' 
(and it baa been read with some degree of avidity by the 
enemies, or rather by those who have aome suspicion• 
concerning our royal Order), in which book the author 
hu been zealous to prove (and I must say he baa won
derfully, and, I think, incontrovertibly succeeded in the 
attempt) in which, I say, be baa been zea.loua to prcwe, 
that upon the Continent a set of tDickecl, tmgodly, dengll
ing, and blcupkemlnu in.jideU, have concealed themselves 
aod their wicked designs under the cloak of Maaonry f 

• This sermon was preached in the very year when Barruel had de
uounced Freemasonry 88 a sect "which sends forth ita legioDB rather to 
shiver the sceptre than to fight the power; which hBB not promised to ita 
adepta the crowns of princes, kings, and emperors, but ha8 required and 
bound those adepta by an oath to destroy them all. The lists of proscrip
tion, &tal to the erince and to 80 many of his subjects, the deserted ~ 
all, in a word, will long be the vouchers of those fatal lamp-poets, of that 
insatiable guillotine, of those legislative executioners supported by bands 
or 81l811811ins." (Hist. Jac. vol. i. p. 10, 12.) Well, therefore, m~ht our 
pious aDd good Bro. Inwood call upon the fraternit.y to be particularly 
circumspect, both in their words and actions, at a penod which produced 
such horrible ravages, and such a reckless waste of human life, although 
not by the agency of Freemasonry. 

• Robison's "Proof's of a Oonspiracy." 
• Robison describes them 88 the lilumintJti, an order which " was aaid 

to abjure Ohristianity, and to refuse admission into the higher degrees to 
all who adhered to any of the three confessions. Sensual pleunres were 
restored to the rank tliey held in the Epicurean philosophy. Selt:murder 
was justified on stoical principles. In the 1~, death W88 declared an 
eternal Bleep ; patriotism and lo_yalty were called narrow-minded preju
dices, and incompatible with nmversal benevolence; continual declama
tions were made on liberty and equality 88 the unalienable righta of man," 

06.) Any one who is at all acquainted with tbe nature of 
, will aee at once that the above principles are alien to the 

, whi is fatal to the whole course or tbia author's argumeuta. 
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and thereby havBt without interruption, eft'ected that 
abominable revolutio~ whieh hu had ita beginning in 
France, and which ia now taking its unmolested progreu 
from one end of the Continent to the other.7 

Now, my friends, by the sueee11 of thia author, in 10 
well proving what he hu endeavoured to provBt respect
ing the revolution• of the powers upon the Continent, 
taking their rise, and their perfection aoo, amongst the 
Jr!aaona upon the Continent, there bath riaen in thia coun
try-! say, there hath risen in this country, amongat 
those who know us not, a suspicion, however unworth;r 
I will not tak.e upon me at this time to say such a suspi
cion may be, there hath risen a suspicion of the same 
kind reepeeting the Maaons of this country .• Doth it 
not, then, behove every Maaon, upon every occaaion, and 
eepeeially upon every puUic ocCIUior&, to endeavour, both 
in word and action, to remove that suspicion Y Surely it 
does! I therefore eonacientiously atand forth at thia 
time and declare, both to thoae who have read him, and 
to those who have not read him, that the author of that 
book positively and unequivocally clears us, Masone, in 
this country of any such intentions. And he likewise u 
clearly proves that the Masonry wbieh we profess and 
propagate contains neither principle, plan, nor intention, 
of any such diabolical purpose. And m the sequel of my 
discourse I shall endtmvour to join him in thia opinion, 
and prove that the science of Masonry in this country 
cannot lawfully admit, much less can it ever encourage 

' In his postscript, however, Robison acquits the English Kaaona or 
all disloyalty. He saya-" In Britain, the brethren have never supected 
that ita principles were seditious or atheistical. While the Freemuoory 
of the Continent was tricked up with all the frip~ry of stars and rib
bons, or w.as perverted to the most profligate and 1mpious purposes, aod 
the lod~ became seminaries or foppery, sedition, and impiety, it has ~ 
tained m Britain its original form. simple and unadorned, and the l. 
have remained the scenes of innocent merriment, or meetings of cbaritf 
and benevolence." (Proofs, p. 538.) 

• Time, however, has proved that this suspicion had no fonndation iD 
fact. Masonry has risen from the ordeal pure as the driven snow
she always will do---because her practices do not embrace a single evU 
principle. Perfection in an human institution is unattainable ; but Free
masoory approaches it as nearly as any establishment of fallible mortall 
ean do. .And this was virtually acknowledged by our legislature, when 
an act was pused exemptinl{ the fraternity from the peDa.lties impoel 
on every other secret institaUon. 
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either •ny member or any opinion that is irreligiQus, im· 
pious, or at all disaffected to our church, to our king, or 
to our constitution.• · 

A third and last reason which I assign for this im
pression is, that I kafJe heard, and I kat1e seen, some who 
pretended to be Masons, in some unwary mon1ents talk 
unadvisedly with their lips, and act unfaithfully in and 
about their religion, their morals, and their politica.1' It 
is, therefore, my first and last wish, to be always found 
in the duty of detecting all such defective characters to 
every stranger, and thereby also to a88ure them that 
these are not Masons, at least that they are neither good, 
nor wise, nor prudent Masons. No, my friends, give me 
leave to assure you that an ungodly man cannot be a 
Maaon ; an immoral man cannot be a Mason ; a bad, an 
unfaithful, and a disaffected citizen cannot be a Muon, 
any more than there can be a lying, a swearing, a drunk· 
en, a sabbath-breaking, a defrauding, or an uncharitable 
Christian. He is not a Jew who is one outwardly in 

It was one or the most ancient ehargM or M:uOU'J
Now, y pray yow 1 take go<l!l hedE>1 
For thJa ye moet &eane Dede, 
»ut muclie more ye mo.te wytlll, 
Theone ye fynden her y-wrytea, 
Yef the fayle therto wytte 
Pray to God to aende the h}ttE> 1 
For t'riat h.vmaelf, he techel 0118 
That holy cburche ya Goddea hOM, 
That ya y-mad for nothynge ellu, 
But ror to pray yn, M the llok telln1; 
Ther the pepulachallredur ynue, 
To pray aDd wepe forllere ayn•e. . 
Loli:e thou come not to ehnrilhe late, 
For to apelte harlotey by the rate ; 
TbllllDe to ohnrche when thou doet fare, 
Have yn thy mynde ever mare, 
To W'Ol'BChepe thy Lord God bothe day IIIMl n7Pw 
With aile tliy wyttea, and eke thy mypt. 

10 Bro. Husenbeth says very trnly-" In Freemasonry no evil cu poe
sibly be ind~ed against the existing religion of the state, be it what it 
may, and mucli leas to the state by which Masons are protAlcted; for duty 
to God, according to our own private reli~ions education, and strict obe
dience to our superiors, being the foundation ot our society, we mu.st for
ever be considered a separate society from many modern secret aocietie1, 
who hold their conventicles under the masonic name of lcdgu, and with 
whom our fraternity have no connection, and who, not being unctioned 
by the state, incur a heavy penalty for meeting in secret. Of these the 
most dangerous are the Illuminati, and the Polish and Italia.ll Carbonari, 
who are merely political bodies, and are dispersed, without a houe or 
home, over every quarter of the globe." 

12 
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name, nor ia that cireumciaioo which ia outward in tbe 
fl.esh; but he is a Jew who is one inwardly, and circum
cision is that of the heart. 

For the clearing away prejudice, therefore, from the 
atranger's mind, and for the best intended admonition of 
all thoae of my brethren who need it, I will now very 
briefly ahow you mine opinion what Ma~onry u, and wlwt 
flfJery Ma~on ought to be;11 or, I scruple not to assert, either 
in the court or in the cottage, in the city or in the vil
lage, in the church or in the bouse, before the king or the 
people, the prince or the peasant-! scruple not to assert, 
he deserves the name of .Mason no more than Judas, who 
betrayed his Master, deserved to be called a Christian; 
nay, he deserves the name of 1\Iason no more than Pilate, 
who delivered the just and holy Jeaus to be crucified, 
deaerved to be called a Christian ; nay, he deserves the 
name of Mason no more than the soldiel'B who buft'etted, 
spit upon, crucified the Saviour of the world, deserved 
the name of Christians in all the acts of their varied 
cruelty. 

From this beginning, I presume all who are strangers 
to my preachlng will prepare themselves for a language 
that is plain, homely, and searching; while those who 
have heard me befom, I trust, bad no other reason but to 

11 "The bond of masonic all'ection," saya the Editor of the "Freema
IODI' Quarterly Review" (1836), "is not an iron cestus coercing within 
it1 cincture, but the genial and simple wreath of manly dignity, on which 
ia iDICribed the woril uoxoua, a wreath attainable by all, save by him 
who lacks the inner light to see its beauty, and who wants the aenae to 
peroeive and garner up ita sweetness. The participation in these pecu
liar moral advantages i8 what no other society can offur; it is the nftctnal 
ground, which has been so clearly and beautifully illustrated by one of 
oar diatinguiahed brethren. Where else can the spot be marked-where 
ebe can the op~,>onent in discussloos which so frequently threaten a vol
canic eruption 1n nations, and which so often entirely dissolve friendships 
in common life, feel the force of forbearance-where else can the enthu
aiast in the religion he honestly believes to be the best mode of addns
ing the throne of grace, but who, in the very warmth of that enthasiaam, 
denies the diBSentient from his mode an equal hope, and thereby impairs 
the only moral beaaty his own prayer possesses-where else can be feel 
the chastening inspiration-where i8 the neutral ground in which men, in 
other respects the most estimable, can meet together ; and thus meeting 
together soften, by the kindlier impulses of their happier moments, the 
asperities which in other meetings have only tended still farther to divide 
them? Oh I Freemasonry, why i8 not thy influence as universal as ue 
all thy principles ?" 
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oome ready prepared for the aame. No, my aim in this 
sacred place, i. e., the temple of the living God, shall 
alwaya be more to profit than to please; to improve, 
more than to delight. For, my beloved hearers, I not 
only covet your friendship to-day, but I covet your affec
tions to eternity. And as a minister of God, whether 
here or elsewhere, I hope I shall always have my viewt 
beyond the short and transitory scenes of human life. 

First, then, I assert it fU mine opinion, that Masonry it 
the exceUency of Christianity ; and that every Mason it, 
if he ia in reality a Mason, a true Christian ;12 or, at leut, 
he is in reality truly religious, according to his profe .. 
aion, whether be be Jew or Christian.18 In this part of 
my subject I shall be very plain, because I mean to join 
two characteristical traits in one, viz., that the good Ma
son exercises the excellencies of religion, both towardt 
God and towards man ; or, in other words, I mean to 
say, without any other division, that he fears and obeya 
God ; he loves and serves hit~ fellow-creatures. First, I 
would observe, then, that Masonry natural1y teaches the 
fear of God; and therefore every Mason, who ia taught 
as a Mason, fears and obeys God.14 

I own, my friends, with this plain and close !!Ubject 
before me, I almost tremble for the popularity of the 
day. But what can I say? Shall I not rightly judge 
that conscience is still more valuable than all the dying 
trophies of human praise ? Surely it is. I therefore set 
out with observing, that if the Mason fears God he muat 

.. Onr worthy brother intends to intimate that masonic morality coin
cides with that or the gospel more than with the morality of any other 
religion. And it is an observation well adapted to the lectures whicla 
were uaed at that period . 

.. The pure morality of Masonry is open to the profession and practice 
of every religion which acknowledges the one true God. Pope aaya :-

.. For modee of faith let graceleea sealota ftlcht, 
Hill can't be wrong whoee life;. in the right." 

&4.A.t a meeting of the 1~, No.4, Ireland, 1836, tilt! Rev. Bro. Bir
mingham expressed his apprObation of the above sentiment ; and he pro
nounced his surprise that the Christian principles of ~be Order were not 
inculcated by every government; acting, as the~ would, as a holy balm 
10 heal the wounds and calm the feverish excitation of a distracted peo
ple ; for what did be then see around him, but men of every political and 
religious creed, enjoying the feast of reason and the flow of soul, io a 
league of fraternal onion, cemented in what might be emphatically termed 
a temple of peace and concord. · 



SBilMOl'f IX. 

believe God. I thus argue if; we fear God we eome to 
him, and Scripture aaitb, k wAo cometh to God tnlllt ~ 
tNN k il. Here, my friends, English Masonry and the 
English Muon take their first step of dill88ntion and dif
ference from all those whom the author, which I at fine 
noticed, accuaed aa the instigato~ of the whole of that 
miaery which the world endures in the present revolu
tionary inaania ; and perhaps it may not De impertinent 
to say that from this beginning was the cause of all this 
misery.16 Yea, human pride conquered human wisdom; 
and then proud mo.n began to aay, " there shall be no 
God;" hence I believe is derived, and is what was really 
meant by the fashionable word BQUALITY, there llaaJJ 6e 
t10 God. But, differing from this, the fi.-st initiation of 
an English Mason is always in the name of God, ud of 
one of bia holy Evangelista ;11 and the idea of thia aame 

16 An excelleot iDBtauce or this il given by Bro. O'Ryua ill hill pam
phlet on " Freemuo~poeed to intolerance," dedicated to tbat ceJe. 
brated aod worthy n, Michael Furnell, Esq., P. G. M. for North 
llnuter. He asks," Is there a man who will not admit that there are 
individuals whom he esteem~ and respects, whoee opiniona do not aceord 
with his own on subjects of government or speculative pointa of doo
trine? If there be, so far from deprecating, I would court his hostility; 
but to any really Hberal and enlightened man who desires to see his fel
low-men utually practice that cbarit}' which all Christiana theoretically 
profea~, I would point to the social circle of Freemasonry, aa oDe widlin 
whoee circumference bigotcy baa no home, and strife linda no reaang
place-wbere Protestant, Catholic, whit, tory, radical, and repealer 
become amalgamated under the name of BaOTRBB. For instance. .At 
a noant meeting or the~ No. 208, Nenagh, two visiting brethren 
of rank sat at the social bor.N, and met, not with that frigid and hollow 
courtesy which the conventional forms of society can exact l'rom gentle
men, eTen tho!!Jh they be oppo11enta, but with that warm and frateroal 
regard with which Freemuonry iDBpires ita votaries. Theae were Nicho
li18 Maher, the Repeal Member of l'arliament for Tipperary, and Pon
aonby Barker, the Collllll'Vative High Sheriff; both meo deservedly 
respected in private life; and the Muter of the lodae was a man wh<a 
name I remember from my earliest years 1111 one identified with every 
struggle of the popular party for eJ:tenaion of their privileges-O'Brien 
Dillon. This is but one out of many examples which could be adduoed 
et the salutary influence of Freemuonry in diasipating the prejudices of 
partiallahip ; yet this is the system which our opponents say ia repng
aaot to faith and subversive or morals." 

• The Editor baa recently published a work on the introduction or the 
~ into Freemasonry; and that he may not compromise ita 
el'act by any remarks here, he will merely quote a passage from Dr. 
Kackey'a Lexioon. The author says that, " ancientJy masonic locJsel 
were dedicated to King Solomon, but at pl'e8ellt Christian lodges are 
dedicated to St. John the Baptist and St. John the Evangelist ; and in 
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God and all his perfections, eontinues·to pervade everf 
step of English Masonry. And as we rise in science in 
the Order of true Masonry, we aa neeeuarily rise in all 
true religion ; for we have no increase of any know
ledge without at the same time receiving an increase of 
the knowledge of God. Nor is this the only step of 
advance in the knowledge of God in every advancing 
step of English Masonry. No, in all its institutions, iQ 
all its rules, and in all ita orders, ita candidate• are not 
only every moment instructed and advanced in the know
ledge of the being and existence of a God, but we are 
also taught, not onlr, that be is, but that be is a rewarder 
of all them who diligently seek him ; therefore we are 
not only taught to know him, but to Jove him. Yea, the 
secreta of Masonry, properly attended to, are the aecreta 
of the Lord; and as we travel from the west to the east, 
and in that our pious journey survey from the norib to 
the south, the English lodge has no point, has no corner, 
has neither foundation nor summit, where God is not 
recognized and had recourse to, in all his holy perfec
tions.1' 
~lieve me, my friends, the Master who is without reli

gion must talk a language foreign to his heart; the 
pedestal in a Masons' lodge is always unfurnished with
aut that Book of books, of which God is its only author; 
and the jewels, both moveable and immoveable, have no 
significant reference, but as they refer you to Him, who 
is the author of all things, who is the giver of every good 
and perfect gift, whose hands are open to supp~ur 
every want, and who alone is the source of every n'a 
hope.18 Do we look. in an English lodge from tbe surface 

every well-~ted lodge there ia exhibited a certain point within a 
circle, emborilered by two perpendicular lines, which represent these two 
-.iota. In thoee EngliBh Iodgea which have adop~ the Unioa :i 
of work, tbe lines parallel re reaent Moeee lolld Solomon. Thill 
waa adopted by the Grand t:Jge of England in 1815, to obviate 
chazoge of aectarianiam. I cannot, however, think that we reDder our
Helves amenable to thiB charge by a dedication to the above laintB ; 
BiDoe it illlllllde to them not u ChriBtiaDB, but u eminent JrluoDB ; not 
u saint., but u pioua and good men ; no~ u teachers of religion, but u 
bright exemplars of aU thole virtuea which MaaoDB are taught to reYe
rence and practise." 

17 CaD tbere be a clearer or more ati6ctory &IIBWer to tJaa who 
conteDd that :Maaomv iB a system of in8delity! 

J.a The Jewela include "a beautiful sy&tem of IDGI'IIlity, veiled in alJe. 
..., aDd illutNted by gymbol&" . 
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to the centre? Hi~h aa the heavens we behold Hi~ who 
manageth all creation in the exercise of his wisdom and 
power. Deeper than bell, we see Him carrying on 
redemption, beyond the narrow limits of all human phi· 
lanthropy, saving not only a part but the whole. Saying 
unto Death, I will be thy plague-removing the stin~ of 
death. Saying unto Hell, I will be thy destructiOn; 
breaking all its ma88ive doors, and setting its despairing 
prisoners free. Look we from the north to the south, or 
f1ice ver~a, we see the seasons roll their usual round of 
uninterrupted variety. Forth comes amiling spring, in 
all her tender softness-the fosterin~ sun, the moistening 
shower, and all the pleasing promtses of plenty. Next 
shoots the summer's sun with full perfection, to bless the 
ripening year; which autumn, witn her full fed fatneu, 
showers upon the earth for man's enjoyment; and even 
when surly winter blows, we lose its e88ence of intention, 
if, even in that inclement moment, we ever lose sight of 
a God of love.18 · 

Thus stands and thus is furnished a Masons' lodge ; the 
God of creation, the God of providence, and the God of 
grace, rises in the east to shine upon her with glory ;m 
retiree into (not from) the west, and ble88e8 her with his 
preaence. He stretches his arms of love from north to 
south, and calls her his own beloved ; and in all his dis
pensations, in the exercise of all his perfections, and in 
the manifestation of all his graces, gives to every enquir· 
ing individual an experimental knowledge of himself. 

The knowledge of Masonry, then, is, in this instance, 
certainly the knowledge of the eternal God, as the God 
of creation and providence; it i1 also the knowledge of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, u the God of redemption f-1 and 

•e This ia a beautiful illustration of that p-.ge in the lectures which 
delcribee the form of a I~ as an oblong square, in length between the 
eut and the west ; in breadth between the north and the 110uth ; in depth 
from the &lll'faee to the centre, and in height from the earlh to the heaveaa. 

a .Aa the Day Star of Redemption rose in the same quarter. 
1' Bo a;ya Bro. Percy, the P. G. Oba~n for DoraetA!hire, in hia u:

eellent aermon before the P. G. Lodge, m 1842. These are hia words. 
" Tbe Speculative, ar Free and Accepted Muon, will trace with a faith
fill baDd; and rely with a believing heart, on the sure foundation, which 
ia JE11111 Ohriat. Be will eee in the Yolume of the Sacred .l.&w the pas
sages of scripture traced by the divine apirit in the plain but heauUtul. 
aymbola of ~...e lluoory. Be will treasure them up in hia heart, 
IDd, ... tlieir foil force aacl beauty, willa~ biJIIIIII of fJ'IW1 oppar-
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fAr from ucribing creatien to a concuitoua adhesion or 
matter, we believe in a God creating all things; far from 
ascribing the wonderful mysteries of providence to the 
blindneu of fate and chance, we believe in a God order
ing all things both in heaven and in earth. Far from 
crying out with the fashionable infidel of the continental 
revolutionary system, crush the wretch ; i. e., destroy the 
name of Jesus, with all his system of religions in the 
world, we, in all the steps of English masonic advance· 
ment, cry, "Hosannab to the Son of God, bleeaed is be 
who cometh in the name of the Lord; hosannab in the 
big~est."• 

Masonry-English Masonry-is, then, the excellency 
of the fear of God ; the Masons' lodge is the school of 
Christ, to all who wish to learn his diseipline ; and every 
Mason must, according to his sincerity in the mystic art, 
fear and obey that God, and only that God, who made 
him, who redeemed him, and who every moment pro
videth for hi~.• Farther, in declaring to you mine opin· 

tunity or showing his brethren how hilfhly he values them, and or restiD« 
his hOpes ot happiness hereafter on CliriSt the only sare roondatioo. lie 
knows that, as the Holy Bible is ever open in the lodge for the ~-
instruction of the brethren, to neglect the study of it would be "ve 
to its .Almighty .Author, and therefore he reads it with reverence; rellea 
I8CID"ely on its promise&-making Christ Jesus his hope, his joy, and hie 
strong salvation." . 

• I copr, a passage from an excellent work, called the " Patriotic 
Pamphlet, ' Jnlblished at the time, which bears a reference to the abova 
sentiments. The writer, speaking of {'opular dem~es, says : "They 
pretend to amuse you with: the discussion or abstract r~ghts, or with eal
culatioDB about pensions and public funds. This is merely to dupe and 
delude you. They want to get you to abed yoar blood for the purpoee of 
raising them to power, and they well know that no calculation of inter
est can make you do this ; that no~ can make you do it but violent 
and habitual passion ; and therefore tbeir one sole alld CODBtant aim ia to 
corrupt your minds and inflame fOUr passions. The BOarce or all good il 
religion. The rear or the Lord 18 the beginning or wisdom. It· yon -
God you will honour the king. Upon the plan or these wretches, there
fore, religion must first be rooted out of yoar mind ; your ears mlllt be 
accustomed to blasphemy ; yon most be taught to laugh at the Ho!J 
ScriJltuml. and to tfnd nothing but what ia ridiculoUII in i>rms ot divine 
serv1ce. At last-I shudder while I write it-you are to be inmucbild 
to call God himBelf a tyrant I And this in societies profeswlly iDBtituted 
to improve yoar state and condition in a Christian conntry." . 

• This ia an excellent definition or the intent of Masonry. A. betie( ill 
God is entoroed during the initiations ; and no such belief can be emca. 
ci0111, except it be coupled with an aclmowledpellt of the t.UmemeDt ot 
Obrill . 
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ion, I mean alto to a~~~ert, that the true English Mason 
ia not only instructed in all those principles and senti
menta which lead him io fear and obey hu God, but he 
also manifests ill all biB conduct the most coDBtant and 
aubatantial proof of the reality of this his love to God, by 
the love he exercisea towards his fellow-creatures. His 
conduct towards his fellow-creatures, if he goes on in his 
masonic improvement, tallies in a direct parallel with his 
duty to hia God.iA His heart ia well affected with awful 
reverence towards the former, with sincerity and affec
tion towards the latter. His tongue utten nought 
respecting either, but what may justly be expected to 
8ow from those same sentiments. Hence be takes not 
ihe name of tbe One in vain, nor does he defame the 
character of the other. He speaks not bl~hemously of 
bia God, nor does. he wantonly slander h1a neighbour. 
With him praise continually waiteth for God in Zion, 
and with him the character of his fellow-creatures ia 
always sacred, always un1ullied. In the dedication of 
his time be has regard to all God's commandments and 
the advice of all God's servants. He spends a portion of 
each day, and the seventh of each week to the nonour of 
his Maker's name ; and thus fervent in spirit, be maketh 
his election sure, working out his salvation with fear and 
trembling. The rest of his time be wisely portioDB out 
for his own and his family's welfare ; reserving a due por
tion of the fruits of his laborious hours, to give, or to 
purchase from others, instruction for the ignorant, clothes 
for the naked, bread for the hungry, drink for the thirsty, 
phytic for the sick, consolation for the affticted, and com
fort for the distressed.• The voice of distreBBed infancy in 

" The F..iaeueB recommeuded the II&IDe practice. " The tJlftle f\mda.. 
JMRtalmuims of their morality are, the love of God, or virtue, BDd their 
Jl8icllboor. They demoDBtzate their love of God in a constant chastit7 
throaghont their lives, in a peat aversion w sweari~ lying, and in 
tij;tri~ everyt.hj:o,r that 18 good to God, never · 1Um tlie ao~ 
~f evil. 'fhey show ibeir love to virtue by disintAnatedneaB, by a dislike 
of glol')' and ambition, by renouncing pleasore, by contlneuce, patieoce, 
toQd simplicity ; by being eui.ly contented, and by mortiftcatioo, modalty, 
~ ~r the laws, COIIIItaney, Uld other virtue& .Lutly, tlleir io-n to 
thell' neighbour appears in tJJeir liberality, in the equity of their CODdu~ 
wwllonM .n, aDd in their community of fortunes." (Taylor's Oa1met, ia v. 

~Huon is carefall~ iaatructed reapeoting tile doe apportiOIIII*K 
ot his time, in the lodge lectures. He is there taught that the t.-y. 
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unconfined melody resounds his name ; and the widow's 
tears of joy inBCribe his praises. Indeed be knows of no 
eorrow in the cup of another, but his compaBBion soon 
mak.es him a partaker; for with a Christian sympathy he 
weeps with all who weep ; he knows of no joy in the 
heart of another but his &ft'ection makes him also a par
taker; he envies no one his _prosperity, but heartily 
rejoices with those who do rejotce. Thus in the church, 
and in all the duties of religion he is a pillar indeed. He 
is exemplary in his piety, perseveringly constant in hi1 
devotions; nor does the sword of persecution, the cares 
or pleasures of the world, the laughter of fools, or the 
ridicule of infidelity, move him from his God, or deter 
him from his public or his :private duty. In his neigh
bourhood his example is cop1ed, and his name and char
acter are proverbial. Those who are younger venerate 
him ; his companions love him ; bil anperiora extol him. 
In his family he is high without severity, and condescend
ing without meanneBB; his commands are gentle indeed 
-his wishes are his commands ; for all are equally ready 
to answer hi& desires. To his wife he is the tender bus
band, not the uaurping lord ; to his children he is the 
kind, the providential father, not the domineering tyrant; 
to his servants he is equally the friend as the superior. 
Thus ruling, he is obeyed with cheerfulness; and thus 
his home, whether a cottage or a palace, is, while he is 
present, the habitation of peace; when there, he leaves it 
with reluctance, and when absent, his return is expected 
with a pleasing avidity.• 

four incll guage is emblematical of the twenv-four hours of the day, 
which, being divided into three eqaal parts, indicate that. he ought to 
give eight hours to labour, eight hours to the eervioe of God and his breth
ren, and eight to refreshment and rest. William of Halmesbury tella 
us that this wu the method adopted by Kiug Alfred for the proper em
pl~ment of his time. 

This picture of a good Mason is not oYercbarged ; and i1B promul
gation wu peculiarly adapted to the llllhappy times in which this I!Bl'lllon 
wu. delivered, when every wild speculation in religion a.nd politics wu 
received with avidity, and every ~n on the character of F~ 
sonry wu hailed with loud congratlilatiou ;-when Paine openly taught 
the horrid doctrine& of infidelity to God and insubordination to tbe pow
ere that be; which made his name so popular with a certain claal of 
Engl.ishmeo as to draw from a learned and pious prelate ihie emn 
thoilgh just castigation. " You close your obaervatione in tbe following 
manner :-' Slwulil the Bibk Gild T~ lwlflrfter falJ., it il110t I tlwit 



1'78 8BRMOK IX. 

This short sketch is my opinion of what all the prin· 
ciples of Masonry, that I have ever heard of, are caleu· 
lated to produce in every member of the society who 
makes the proper use of them, u a Christian, as a nei~h
bopr, as the head of a family. His religion is the religion 
of Jesus, truly spiritual in its nature, and in its effects, 
unlike the hypocrite, its productions are, if there is any 
difference, much better tban its outside profession ; its 
fruits ex~eed, both in quantity and quality, its leaves or 
its blossoms." He looks not to human opmion or human 
judgment for his praises or his rewards. He looks not 
to the present moment for the good or bad decision of 
those actions which be performs, not with an eye to 
human commendation, but with a more future and· a 
more extensive view-namely, a view to the decision of 
him who judges not as man judges, according to out
ward appearance, but who judges from, or according to, 
the intentions of the heart. Hence, though he may often 
fail in his just expectation of human approbation, he never 
fails finally of what he is infinitely more anxious to obtain, 
i. e. the approbation of his heavenly FatheP, into whose 
hands, however imperfect his endeavours may be, accord
ing to the standard of divine perfection, he never fears 

haw b.n th4 01:casion.' You look, I think, upon your production with r. 
parent's partial eye, when you speak of it in such a style of self-compla
cency. The Bible, sir, has withstood the learning of Porphyry, and the 
power of JuHan, to say nothing of the Manichea.n Faustus ;-it has 
-resisted the genius of Bolingbroke, and the wit of Voltaire, to say nothiDg 
ol r. numerous herd of inferior aasa.ilaots-&nd it will not fall by your 
force. Yon have barbed anew the blunted arrows of former adversaries; 
you have feathered them with blasphemy and ridicule ; dipped them in 
your der.dlieat poison ; aimed them with your utmOIIt skill ; shot them 
against the shield of faith with your utmost vigour ; but, like the feeble 
javelin of aged Priam, they will BC&l"Cely reach the mark, and will fall to 
the ground without r. stroke.'' (Watson's Apology. Letter 9.) 

WI " It should ever be borne in miod," says the Grand Master of TeD
neeaee, " that Freemasonry is r. moral institution, founded upon the great 
truths contained in the Sacred V ol11100-th&t volume which we all pro
fa. to recognize aa the rule of our practice, and the guide of our faith ; 
tba.t its vr.l11e consists, not in its riteB and ceremonies, but in the moral 
duties it J?resori.bes, and in that universal language which is understood 
in every mviliaed nation. Every degree prescribes some duty to be per
formed, some error to be avoided, 110me nee to be shunned, and when the 
rules of the Order are faithfully oheerved, they are a. sure foundation or 
tranquillity amidst the v&rioWI and multiplied diappointmenta to whicJa 
we are all exposed in a journey through life." 
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to deposit his character and his expeetations ; for he i& 
very certain that be who knows his imperfections, is in 
no CBIIe untouched with the feelings of his infirmities, 
and will consequently judge more from his sincerity than 
his perfection, and reward more from the standard of his 
pious intentions, than the consequences of his actions. 
Hence, his mind is stayed in perfect feace, for though 
all should condemn hirn, his God wil never condemn 
him ; though all shtMlld forsake him, his God will never 
fonake him. Thus, with a confidence unshaken by all 
human. insincerity, he trueteth in his God, fulfils his 
heavenly Father's will, and looks to eternity for his 
reward.• 

We h&Ve now one more question to Bilk, and we shall 
then readily leave the defence of Masonry to the candour 
of the public. If the principles of Masonry, as I have 
already averred they do, solefy tend to produce the char
acter which I have already described-namely, the ~ood 
Christian, the good neighbour, and the good head of the 
family, pray what kind of a citizen do you expect such 
a science, such a study, such a principle will produce; 
or, in other words, what think you wm be the political 
principles of such a man ?18 Will he who loves and fears 

• Such would be the face of things amongst us now, as far as could be 
expected in this state ofimperfec~ion, if the religion of Jesus were firmly 
believed and duly considered, and men would be more generally persuaded 
to .Ove up themselves to its divine conduct. This would render person11 
in liigh stations signally useful to the public, and ornaments as well as 
mpporll to their country. And at the same time, sobriety, industry, 
temperance, and good order, would spread among the body of the peo
ple. Nor would trne bravery . and fortitude be wanting; tor though 
euJ16r8tition tendeth to produce mean and unmanly fears, true religion, 
and a steady belief of a wise and righteous Providence, hath a tendency 
to fortify and establish the mind, and to produce a real courage and 
greatDea.! of soul, which will enable a man to meet death with a calm in
uepidity, in a noble and jnat canse, and ~ the shock of the greatest 
terrors. (Lelalld's Deism, Tol. ii. p. 464.) 

• The general principles of Masonry eschews politics ; but in thOBe 
times everything savoured of them. An universal BUBpicion existed 
amongst all ranks and descri,Ptions of men, f'rom the peer to the ~nt ; 
and it was not unbecoming 1n F1'6faa80nr)' to disavow all participation 
in the wild and unholf ailhemes of thoee eventful times, when treason 
was veiled under llpectons forma, and French spies walked abroad in 
open day; when a member of parliament could say, in his place in the 
House, " that the people were much discontented, but that it was the 
pen of Mr. Paine, and the sword ot General Dumourier, that were the 
real instigators of those discontents. I am sure that no gentleman on 
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hia God, believes he receivea all hia comforts &om bia 
providence, and looks to hia mercy and hia grace for all 
he hopes, both here and hereafter, to enjoy ; will auch a 
man, I uk. you, be likely to join issue with those who 
deny the existence of this same God, and who scotr at all 
future hopes, both of religion and eternity Y Will the 
man who so loves his fellow-creature u to weep in all 
his sorrow, and rejoice in all his comforts, join i11ue with 
the plunderers of the world, and help to bring those into 
our country who would delight to blut our every enjoy
ment Y Would he who loves his wife and children, hia 
friends and his relations, join iuue to bring murderen 
into his country, into his neighbourhood, into his hoUBe Y 
I auppose not. My friends, hear me these last few words, 
they may probab)y be the lut I may ever have the op
portunity of speaking in your presence. Firat, strangera, 
believe me, Muonry, in the proper etrecta of all her prin
ciples, produces a good Christian, a good man, a good 
citizen; he feal'l God, he loves his brother, and in the 
present moment, he is ready to come forward with his 
life and property, to save his country from ihat band of 
infidels, that borde of robbers and murderers, who banish 
religion and reason for infidelity and nonsense ':' who 
bind on chains and fetters by way of giving liberty ; who 
cut throats by way of fraternization, and who murder and 
plunder all who are richer than themselves, by way of 
establishing an equality in the world.31 Yes, my beloved 

this Bide of the Ho118e approves of the writings of Mr. Paine, or the 
politica of the French ; aDd for my own part, I coasider Mr. Paine now 
what I have always considered him to be-the hired ~of Fraooe, 
employed for the purpoee of eodeavouriDg to make confusion in tbese 
countries." 

• " The lowest claa!es of the people," said a popular writer of the day, 
" are generally averse to engagements with the continental powers ; nor 
is that wonderful, being uninformed, aa they necessarily are, of their 
bearing opoo the saf'ety aod greatuesa or their own country. Elae, Bid. 
is the patriotism pervading all raoks of the people of England, that tlaey 
would gladly unite with whatever nation to repel the lggl'EII8i0111 of u 
enem7, aDd specially of France." 

aa In one ot the Laureate's odel for the new yf!IW, we 8nd the followiDtJ 
~ allusive to the above repreaentation :-

" Oh I &om ov llhoree be ull'4 fllr 
Ambition'• wild ud reetl--, 

Who through the bleeding patha of war 
False GIOI)''B demon form piU'IIue, 

Whose bunnng th~ etill unsubdued 
By debtp~ olguiltlell blood, 
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friends, whatever may have been the conduct of many· 
who have falsely styled themtelvea Masons,• it is the 
1trict bond of all our Maaonic union-it ia the invariable 
doctrine of all our masonic lectures--it is yet the unim
peachable aecresy and solemnity of all our most pious 
obligation&-that we love the brotherhood, not wtth a 
Frenchified fraternization, but with all true Christian 
aft'ection ; that we fear God, and keep all his command
menta ; that we honour the king, and are ready to de
fend hia councils, abide by the laws of our constitution, 
and, if required, fight for his life, his family, and hia 
throne. 

Brethren, hear me, if ye are Muons in deed and in 
truth, ye will, in wvery word &nd by every action, evince 
to the world the truth of this mine oyinion, both of your
selves and of your profession: ye wil neither es~ouse the 
cause of, nor give sanction to, the leut trace of that infi
delity, which, either in practice or sentiment, robs God, 
or Christ, or our holr. refigion, of the least glory, honour, 
or virtue; and ye Will also show the same disgust to thia 
same infidelity, whether it is merchandised from France, 
or whether it has its growth in this country; for to our 
shame as well as for our caution be it spoken, we have 
nurseries of that destructive poison even in this coun
try,= which many, it is to be feared, have not been well 

Olares on the regiolll! ronnq with tlend-like eye~~, 
While eearce a vanqulah'd W'Orld its wish anpplie11; 

Yet ne'er may Slotb'a iDglorioaa chann 
UDDerve the manly Briton's arm, 
Nor aophiatry'a insidious art 
E'er lnll the manly Briton's heart. 
Hay Peaee, with p}jlnty b~ her aide, 
Long, longb o'er Albion's tlelda preel.de: 
And on eac firm iDgenuoua breut. 
Be this eternal truth impr-·d-

Peaee onlY' sheds perennial joys on thoee 
Wbo guard with dauntle118 arm the ble118inga peaee beetowl." 

• .A.llllliinlr to the inoontions of continental Masonry, which were 
wrested by W eisbaopt to subse"e the purpose of his grand l!cheme of 
prostrating the altar and the throne. 

• 'l'he following extract from a report of the Committee of Secresy, 
preeented to tbe HoW18 of Commons, will 11how that the preacher had 
soud reasooa for his 1188rtioo :-" Attempts have been made, in vvious 
parts of the country, u well aa in the Metropolis, to take adT&Dtage of 
the diatzees iD which the labouriDff and manufacturing claaaes of the 
coun~ are at present involved, to induce them to looli for immediate 
relief m a total overthrow of all eDiting establishments ; and when the 
diloontentll in the Metropolis are IRiffioiently ripe, the design waa, by a 
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aware of, till they themeelvee have unfortunately, and I 
hope very unintentionally, become its cultivatora. Let 
my young friends, especially, beware what new eoeieties 
they venture to connect themselves with ; the deadly 
poison, let me warn them, ia generally wrapped up in a 
gilded pill.M Nay, soc.ieties there are in thts country, 
which were once the glory of our ancestors, and the 
praise and honour of the nation, but which now, though 
they continue the same name, are little more or leu than 
trains of preparation to infuse destruction through the 
kingdom, and bury their members in the ruins f" their 
very terms of union, in many of these societies, falsely 
called patriotic, are become odious to the ear of modesty, 
fidelity, and truth, from the baseness of the intentione 
they are used to cover.• In these places, and in theee 

sudden rising in the dead or the night, to aurpriee and OTerpOwer the 
soldiers in their diffilrent barracks, which were to be aet on lire ; to ..,_. 
sess themselves of the artillery, destro;r the bridges, and take pcaealioa 
or the Tower and the Bank. .A. machine was projected for clearing the 
etreeta of canlry." 

" Thia defection or Olll' own countrymen from a respect for tJae Jawa, 
was satirized in a cotemP.?rary publication by the following h1UDOI'OUI 
sketch :-" The Grumbler•lia cankerworm baa long been known in thiB 
country, but bas of late become almost alarmingly multiplied. It ia 10 
varied an animal, that no general description can reach it. There wu a 
ffigbt or them in the ysr 1797' which lighted upon Olll' men-of-Will' at 
the N ore, which might have proved fatal to the main timber, but for the 
great skill and science or one Doctor HOt«, who radically ell'ected the 
cure with a very small preparation or wrought hemp. They are not 
known to propagate in our camps or barracb, although IIOJD8 wiebd 
pe1'110011 have more than once earned thither the eggs or the ineectll. It 
11 a vermin which infests the rich u well as the poor, but breed& pc
ticularly in the habits of spendChril'ts, profligates aDd bad-livel'L 8olJer.. 
Del!ll and religious panetn&lity are sovereign antidotes agaiDBt the 0011-
t&lrion." • 

II The Report already alluded to further stated, that " it aeems a part 
Of the Bystem to prepare for the destruction of society, b1 underminillg 
not ouly habits of subordination, but all the principles o morality BDCl 
reli«ion. The leading apeakel'l opeuly avow the moet Beditiou opiniona, 
and excite their hearer& to iusurrection. Preparat.io111 are in progna 
in eeveral places for providing arme ; the demand upon ganamithl for 
fii."Hd''D8 hu been beyond all former example. The facility of eonvert
iDg implements of husbandry into ol'ensive weapo011 baa been auggeated; 
and penons have been aent to observe the &tate or particular plaoee 
where dep6ts of arms for the public aervice have beeu formed." ThiB 
aoooant 111 not euggerated, how barah soever it may eoUDd iD our eara 
at the present day, for the Editor ia old enough to remember that tbe 
state of the country at the above period wu e:ractly u here delloribed. 

• Respecting the general tlelinp or the people ot thie coanw,. at diU 
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societies, the word liberty means bondage ; equality pro
ceeds from plunder; to fraternize, takes ita derivation 
from cutting of throats; and to have the religion of reaaon, 
which was once only to 'be found in the gospel of Jesus, 
is now to be poisoned with the deadly draughts of infi
delity; to deny God, to despise Christ, and to be all 
philosophera.37 

:My brethren, know ye not that what I now aay is 
strictly true Y If, then, ye are :Masons, ye know also 
that in :Masonry there is no such thing ! Robertson, 
however, tells, and I believe be tells yon the truth,. that 
under the cloak of Masonry, wicked and designing men 
have poisoned the morals, destroyed the religions, and 
overturned the constitutions of all the States in Europe !• 
Yes, out of all the States of Europe, every king but one. 
and that the king of England, sipped in the poison and 
agreed tO destroy religion, but little thought that their 
own thrones were fastened to ita footstool; they drank 
and they were blinded, they have fared as they deserved, 

time, the intercep~ report of one of Talleyrand's spies aays: "..A..greably 
to your instructions, I took my departure for Eogfand, and was fortunate 
enough to reach Deal without encountering any accident. In that 
quarter I began m7 researches, but cannot conceal from you that I was 
very much disappomted and cbagrined at tbe "'err commencement of my 
labours. The people there were far f'rom bei.og ID that temper of miod 
which is at all aatisractory. There did not appear the slightest appre
hension of the result or our invasion. On the contrary, I found the 
proud and i.osolent islanders speaking in terms of the utmost contempt 
of our illnstrions chief, and tbe threats or the Great Nation. Every one 
eeemed to vie with his neighbour in e%pressions of loyalty; and it is 
with deep regret I feel myllclf compelled to inform you that I did not 
meet with one man who h8d the least notion of the blessings of French 
liberty. Everywhere there was to be found nothi~ but the groeaeat 
prejudioa~, and the blindest attachment to their P._er!ldious govel'IUDent." 

• In those unhappy days, infidelity was digndled with the name of 
J>hilosophy; and it was as prevalent and as popular as Wesleyan M&
thodism, or any other religions eect of our own tilllE8. 

• It wu Nicolai, the unprincipled lliumi.oatus, who eodeaTODred to 
throw the odium on MIIIOIIJ"y, for the purpoae of withdrawina" pablie 
attention from his own hateful order. At Berli.o he ~ubliaheJ several 
volumea ; and although he mentions many straDge BChismatics, both tn 
re~on and in M1111011ry, he never once mentions an lliamiDatus; although 
he ileimded the DeW ~:~ atroogly reprob&~ the pl"'0C91ldiJ1811 or 
the Elector of Bavarla, · it & vife persecution; ancllllbeequently, 
whea the discovery of papers m the bonae of Batl had ~ the inati
umoo, Nicolai boldly ..ert.ed that he bew uo more or It than the two 
1m degrees. . 
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they are crumbling with the deatruction.• George of 
England piously refased the plot in its beginning, and he 
remains a monument of the wildom of such a pious re
fuaal.• 

English Maaonry is also yet uncorrupted, and it remains 
&lao a monument of the wisdom of such incorruption ; 
Masons then be grateful ! Masons be faithful ! Be advised 
to make full proof of the sincerity of your profeuion, and 
of the purity of your Order~ Be the purity of your con
duct, and the language of your lips, the shield of your 
royal art, and the sword for its enemies. Be adviaed to 
fear God, for without him, you have neither peace here, 
nor felicity hereafter; love the brotherhood aDd all man
kind, for love ia the fullfilling of all law, masonic and 
divine; honour the king, and give praise unto the king'• 
son, the one rulea you as men, the other as Maaooa ; nor 
can you slight the one without a breach of the cOmmand
menta of your God, or despise the other, without a breach 
of the laws of your Order. 

This is my opinion now; this opinion, I trust, will 
abide with me till death ; and this opinion, I doubt not, 
will rise with me, when, with our Provincial Grand 
and all our brethren in the world, I meet at the right 
band of the Eternal Grand, and join that immoveable 
Lodge, where truth and love shall form the eternal union. 
In which Lodge of the true, the faithful, and the perfect, 
may we all have a happy meeting. 

PR.A.Y~R. 

Almighty God and everlasting Father, view _with ten
der comp888ion thy uaembled ~ple before thee, and 
let our united petitions, as holy mcenae, arise and auail 
the ears of thy comp888ionate favours; we are the oft'-

• Thia il a I:DIIIucholy repNellt&tion, but it ia true. If tbeae mon
lll'oba bad imbibed tho trae apirit of :Maaom'y, the above Ollulitl.ee would 
bave beeo avoided . 

., ADd how Wll8 George IlL or EoglaDd treated for tbiB glori0111 
display or wiadom IDd piety 7 W eiahaupt himaelf llb.ll tell ;you. " In 
the lfii.diamt free Eagl&Dd, the silly monarch aya, • We 111'8 graciOllllly 
pJeued '---Gill the :le people respond, • .A.meu.' Thele men, ooiiiDIODlY 
with Tflr,Y weak 111'8 Ooly the farther corrupted bf. this aenife 
Wtery. Bat let u at ODCl8 giYe u IIBIIIple or oar apint by oe be
havioar t.o princea," &c. 
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apringa of thy creatine- powers ; we are the objeete of 
thy providential bleastnga ; we are the subjects of thy 
redeeming mercy; make us then, gracious God, the sul).. 
jecta also of thy sanctifying grace ; that we may truly 
glorify and experimentally glory in thee, as the one 
eternal, everlasting, undivided God, the Father, Son, and 
Spirit. Impress u-pon every heart the sense of thy 
favours already rece1ved; and may we gratefully acknow· 
ledge thee, the God of all our comforts, and dedicate 
that life universally to thee, which was first thy gift; 
which ia every moment supported in existence by thy 
almighty providence, and has been the wonderful pur·· 
chase of tliy all-suffering, all-redeeming love! We lile11 
thee, gracious Father, for all thy mercies bestowed upon 
ua individually, and upon our families. Accept also, in 
the present moment, our acknowledgment for national 
favours. We bless thee, gracious God, that we are etill 
a nation, highly favoured by thine almighty protection ; 
we bless thee for a Protestant, a pio•1s ruler; we thank 
thee for a king, that w" can truly call our gracious king. 
Establiah his throne 10 all that nghteouaneu, Wlth which 
we believe him 11incerely clothed, not onl1 in proteu1on 
as the King of England, but in posae88lon aa a man, 
saved by thy influencing power. Bleaa him, for ever 
blesa him with all the riclies of thy grace and mercy; 
and, for his individual comfort we pray, establish peace 
in his days, that his life, even in this world, may be happy 
as we believe it is intentionally pious. Bless also, we 
pray thee, his gracious consort, and grant that aa they 
endeavour to travel through life in all the ornaments of 
matrimonial pious fidelity, they may both experience 
and enjoy the eternal union of souls everlastingly saved 
by grace divine. Bless all their numerous progeny both 
male and female; and in an especial manner, aa we are 
in grateful duty bound at this moment especially to pray, 
we do pray that thou wouldst shower down thy divine 
favours, with all their sacred influence, upon the bead 
and in the heart of our Royal Grand Master, George 
Prince of Wales. As a man and aa a k.ing may be succeed 
and add lustre to his royal father, in all that dignity of 
which he is the rightful heir. As a Mason, may he in
crease in science and in pious labour, till, like Solomon 
and Hiram he be truly worthy, as he is in profeuion the 

13 
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illuatrious representative of those illustrious Muter Ma 
aons. Blesa all our great men, and make them good 
men. ·Counsel thou our counaellon, and teach thou our 
senators true wiadom. Preserve our church from schisms, 
heresies, and impiety. Preserve our learning and philo
IOphy from prostitution and infidelity. Preserve our 
la&our from idleneaa and inactivity; give our armies true 
courage, and our fleets every succe88. And as we this 
moment truly atand a monument of thy preaerving mercy 
amidst the wreck. of nations, continue, gracious Father, 
thil undeserved preservation ; may we as a nation still 
retain thy favoun, and u a people may we glorify thee 
in the enjoyment of those favoun. 

Dismi88 us at this time with a divine aenae of thy 
goodneu. And 81 men, as Muons, and 81 Christiana, 
may we k.now our privileges, praise thee for them ; and 
still, by earneat and aincere prayer, hold thee fast, for 
the continual preservation of them. We beg all for 
Jesus Christ's s&ke, to whom with thee, 0 holy Father, 
and thee, 0 bleaaed SJiirit, we beg permi88ion to aacribe, 
with all huuulity, eternal and everlasting prailel. ...&. 
GIUlA--. . 



SERMON X. 

THE OBBISTIA.N DUTIES BEOOM.MENDED .uD 
ENFORCED BY FREEMASONRY. 

PUACJDD AT WOOL WIOR, ON THB CBI&BB.A.TlOK 0. 
ST. l'ORN T.HJ: BAPTIST, 1798. 

" I..am to do fMIJ." 
Iuu.a L 17. 

IN all profe11ions there is the defective and the real, 
there is tbe sentimentalist and the operative-the pro-
fel8or and the possessor; or, to speak more plainly, there 
are, in all profesaions, those who are contented with 
putting on the outside garb of profession, without seek
log that inward something which should attach itself to 
the heart and affeet~ons, and by which alone is constituted 
the reality of the profession aimed at.1 Hence that just 
and severe scriptural reproof-" He is not a Jew who is 
one outwardly, nor is that circumcision which ia out
wardly in the ftesh only; but he is a Jew who ia one 
inwardly, and the true circumcision is that of the heart.'' 
To prove this 888ertion, look. we into the Christian world ; 
nay, look we but into this professed Christian country in 

1 Here our brother alludes to the distinction between profeaaion and 
practice ; a rule which the tzue Mason will never loee sight ot. Profs. 
Ilion is ~ b11.t practice is better. St. James draws the attention ot 
Ilia disc1ples to thl8 }>Clint by a very striking illustration, which may be 
Jlrofitably applied to Freemasonry :-" What doth it profit, my brethreg, 
though a man 16Y he hath faith, and have not workS f Can faith save 
him r If a brotlier or sister be naked, and destitute or daily food, and 
one or you say unto them, Depart in peace, be you warmed and filled : 
notwithstanding, ye give them not thoee thiD,ra which are needfal to the 
body-wbat doth it profit ? Even ao faith, if it bath not worD, Ia dead. 
baiDc alolle... ' 
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which we live, and you may find drunken Chriatians, 
whore-mongering Christians, swearing Christians, lying 
Christians, sabbath-breaking Christians.2 Nay, if you 
would but excuse my plainness of speech, I shall observe 
you may, according to profession, find Christians who 
habitually defraud, deceive, and speak evil one of another; 
who, as the apostle says, bite and devour one another ; 
nay, you may find Christiana who are habitually more 
inclined to do evil one towards another than they are to 
do well one towards another. Yes, Christiane there are 
who never seek the cottafe of the distreaed; who never 
hear, or at least never haten to, one single groan from 
the heart of afBiction, or one single sigh from the bosom 
of distress ; who never attempt to wipe away the tear of 
eorrow from the eye of the widow or the fatherleu.• 
All euch, I presume, if we must, out of politeneu and 
good manners, call them Christiana, can only be called 
professed Christians ; they can never be said to po88eu 
Cbriet or his spirit in their hearts. Surely, then, accord
ing to my first obse"ation, all such characters 88 I have 
just described, may, without any great breach of Chril
tian charity, be said to want thatinward something which 
should attach itself to the heart and affections,' and by 
which alone ie conetituted the reality of the Chrietian 
profe11ion. 

Once more, let us aim at another detection. There 
are a set of peoP.le in the world who are very proud of 
being called philo&opher•.6 Well, be it eo. Now, the 
word philosopher, like the word Christian, is intended to 
be descriptive of itself, and to describe the character, the 
nature, and the disposition of its p088e880r : for instance, 
88 . the word Christian signifies a person who profeaae~ 

1 U Christianity be not reaponaible for the miacouduct of its profeasora, 
Deither can Masonry. 

• More ia the pity. But are there an..zllaaons who are thua callous to 
all the beat feeliDf18 of h11111&Dity ? They are taught a very di&rent 
le.oo at their initiation. They are then inlltructed never to cloae their 
8U'I against the cries of the distressed, but listening with attention to tbe 
detail of their suft'erings, pity will flow from their hearts, atteoded witla 
that relief which their necessities require. 

• He might justly have said, "that inward feeliug of Muonry," whetha' 
he be a Muon or not ; for many a good man p<aaea this fieeliDg, who 
baa ~~ner been illitiated into the Orcfer • 

• Ill thole time& infidelity a.umed the ll&llle. 



ON TBB CBB!S'l'U.N DUTIBS. lit 

himee1f a lover, a· follower, and an imitator of Chriat, the 
eternal Son of Goo, the Saviour of the world; eo the word 
philosopher aignifiea a person who is a lover of wiedom,• 
and, conaequently, a lover, a follower, and an imitator, 
as far as the frailty of human nature will admit, of all the 
operations of wisdom. Now as true wisdom is the fint 
grand aource of all moral perfection and goodnea, 10 81 
far, therefore, as any JN'rson is a true philosopher, he muat 
be a follower, an imitator, of all moral perfection, and of 
all moral goodness.' 

Now for the detection of thia profession. Infidela of 
almost every degree-the atheist, the deiat, the Soeinian 
-are very proud to profess themselvee philoaophera J 
but can any man in his senses believe that a disbelievel' 
of the existence of God, or of any of his perfeetiona, or 
that a disbeliever, or a denyer of the divinity of Chmt, 
the Saviour of the world, deserves the appellation of 
philosopher? Surely, my Christian bretliren, to be a 
lover of wisdom, must be to be a lover of God, who w 
the only true source of all true wisdom ; aod he muat be 
a lover of all those perfections which are the only true 
effects of true wisdom ; and he must also be a lover of 
Jesus Christ, who ia the active excelleney of all wiadom, 
for his goodne88 redeemed the world.' An infidel, thee, 

1 And hence tbe unbelievers of the day alfected to compare the iDdif
ference of the infidel with that or the philosophers of Greece and Rome; 
who exhibitro a snpine inattention to the evidences of Ohristianity, which 
were presented by the hand of Omnipotence, not to their l'fl880D, but to 
their senses. Tlius Gibbon said, "The laws of nature were perpetually 
suspended for the benefit of the church ; but the sagES of Oreece and 
Rome turned aside from the awful spectacle, aDd p111'8Uing the ordinary 
occupatioos of life and study, appeared unconscious of any alterati001 In 
the IDoral or plcysical $:0verrunent of the world." 

' So thought the philosophers of ancient times ; but modem philoeophy 
is of a ditrerent opinion. . 

• There is a beautiful description of our Saviour's personal a11~nce 
and demeanour in the spurious epistle from the pro-consul Pubhos J..en.. 
tulus to the Roman senate :-" There appeared m these our days a DI&D 
of great virtue, named Jesus Christ, wlio is yet living amongst us, &Dd 
of the <hatiles is accepted for a prophet of truth, but his own dieciplee 
call him the Son of God. He riUseth the dead, and cureth all JDIUlller 
of disease& A man of stature somewhat tall and comely, with a ~ 
reverent countenance, such as the beholders may both love and fear; hfa 
hair, the colour of a filbert full ripe, to his ears, whence downward it Ia 
more orient of colour, somewhat curling or waving about his shoulders; 
in the midst of his head is a seam, or partition of his hair, after the 
111&11Iler of the Nazarites; his forehead pfain aud delicate; his lace with-
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whether atheist, deist, or Socinian, is not a pbiloaopher~ 
But again, as a philosopher is a lover of wisdom, he 
muat, according to the degree of this love of wisdom, be 
aleo an imitator of all the excellencies and perfections 
of that wisdom which he professes himself the lover of. 
But is there any degree of wisdom, or beauty, or excel
lency, .or perfection, in overturning states and em_pirea-
in plotting the destruction of the laws and constitutions 
of the kingdoms in which we dwell, or of the nations 
which surround us? Surely no; euch eft'ectll can never 
be the natural result of true wisdom.' Ia there, again 
I would ask., is there any wisdom, or beauty, or excel
lency, or perfection, in contriving the murder of kings, 
and queens, and princes ? Surely wisdom, or the effect& 

· of w1sdom, can never be murder or destruction! Nay, 
is there any wisdom, or beauty, or excellency, in pulling 
down the tabernacles of the God of wisdom, the churches 
of Christ, aud overturning all the altars of religion and 
of reli~ous worship ?10 Ia murdering, imprisoning, or 
banishmg, all the ministers of God's word and saer~r 
menta, and thereby endea.vouring to destroy all commu
nication between God and the world-between Christ 
and his redeemed-any proof of wisdom or perfection? 
Or is there any degree of wisdom, beauty, excellency, or 

out spot or wrinkle, beautified with a comelf red ; his noee 8Dd mouth 
e:u.ctly formed; his beard thick, the colour o his hair, not of any great 
length, but forked ; his look innocent; his eyes grey, cleu, and quick; 
in reprovi~, awful; in admonishing, courteous; in speaking, very modest. 
and wise; m proportion of body, ve~ well shaped. None have ever 
seen him laugh, but many have aeen him weep. A man, for his beauty, 
8llrp888ing the children of men." Quoted in C!arke's Travels, tome iv., 
p. 177. 

· t Tbe definition ot wisdom given by our Grand Master Solomon ia, 
that "it t.eGcheth from one end to another mightily, and sweetly ordereth 
all things. I loved her," he continues, "and sought her out from my 
youth, I desired to make her my spouse, and I was a lover of her beauty. 
In that she is conversant with God, she magnifieth her nobility; yea, die 
Lord ot all things himselC loved her, for she is privy to the mysteries of 
the knowledge of GOO, and a lover or his works. H riches be a poaeession 
to be dEsirOO in this life, what is richer than wisdom, that worketh all 
things? And if Prudence work, who of all that are, is a more cmmiDg 
workman than she?" (Wisdom viii 1-6.) 

1° For the honour of humanity, the present age has redeemed the reli
gious character of the people ; for never was there a time when greater 
exertions were made tOr the building and establishment of placs oC 
OhristiaD worahi.p. 
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perfection, in unsheathing the sword of war in every na
tion,11.-.in stirring u~ or abetting the rebellious and dis· 
contented of any nation, to the danser of the peace and 
quiet of that nation ; perhaps irntating the child to 
murder his parent, or the ~arent the child-the servant 
his master, or the master hiS servant Y Are these, I say, 
or any of these, the effects of true philosophy 711 Are 
these, or any of these, the actions of the lovers of wi .. 
dom, which is beaaty and goodne11 in perfection! 
Surely no. Surely true philosophy, the true Tove of wi .. 
dom, knows no such vile and ungodly sentimente-
attempts no such wretched and inhuman endeavoun-
performs no such base and unchristian actions. And 
yet, my friends, such is the abuse of rrofe81iQn, without 
po81e81ion, that all the rebellions-a} the war&-all the 
disturbances-all the murders-all thatdistreuof nation• 
which in the present moment rages and destroys Europe, 
and, as it were, shakes the very world k) ita centre--all 
this indescribable misery is originally the cursed, the 
infernal effects of the plot and contrivance of a very 
amaH number of men who call themselves philosophers! 
Such is the abuse of profession, where the reality of that 
profeaeion is not po11essed.11 

Hence I feel tbe necessity of the advice of my text 
to this very small part of that well-known body of people 
in the world, known by the appellation of Freemaaona ; 
for wiih them, as with all other bodies, there is alao, I 
fear, the deceptive sentimentalist, as well as the sincere 
eperative.14 Yes, as under the cloak of Christianity and 

u Maaonry is a humane s;vstem. which has evl'l' flourished in timee of 
Jle&Ce, and been always inJured by war, bloodshed, and confusion ; 10 
that kings and princes in every age have been much disposed to m
oourage the craftsmen, on account of their peaceablenees and loyalty, 
whereby they practically answer the cavils of their adversaries, arid 
promote the honor of the fraternity. Craftsmen are bound by peculiar 
ties to promote peace, cultivate harmony, and live in concord 1M bro
therly love. (Ancient Charges, ii.) 

H Ir so, it is the philosophy of demoDB, and not of men. 
11 It is unfortunately the abWII! of prol1!88ion that bas produced all the 

opposition which Masonry bas ever been subject to. Judging from the 
misconduct or some rew brethren who have dil!l'eR"IU"ded their obli~tion, 
ita opponents proceed, without further enquiry, to aenounce the institution 
as tlie moving cause of every vicioDB propeosity. 

u In every society the members may be so clasaed. Good and bad 
appear everywhere; and he who expects to 6Dd IUIJliixecl Yirtu Ia alll"e to 
be disappointed. . 
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under the ~me of philoeophy, the vilest charaeten have 
e1fected their buest designs, so I have little doubt but 
that, under the much· admired name of our Order also, 
many call themselves what they really are not;15 many 
call themselves Masons who are strangers to all the vir
toea of Muonry, and who are no more Muons in reality 
than Judas, and all his imitators, who betrayed Chriat, 
were true Christians, or than the impious Voltaire, and 
all his deluded disciples, who deaied God, were true 
pbiloeophers. 

You, my brethren, and the strangen al11o of this coo
gre$&tion, will, I am well penuaded, fully agree with 
me ID this opinion, that it is but of little consequence to 
what society we attach ourselves, or by what peculiar 
mark. or name we are distinguished from the rest of our 
fellow-creatures, unlesa, under that name by which . we 
are called, and in that society to which we are attached, 
we take the advice of our text, and " learn to do •U.",. 
and thereby do honour to that name or mark by which 
we are distinguished, by an increase of all those virtues 
which belong to us aa men, and as professed Christiana. 

Hence, my brethren, in the present opportunity of 
publicly addreuing mrself to you, I hope to be sueeeaa
ful in two instances o the intention of thie address. I 
hope, tint, to be enabled, in some measure, to remove 
any evil and unjust surmising& from the minds of 
etrangers concemmg ue and our Order,1' by giving you, 
in their hearin~, that advice which they must judge, if 
they are Christians, truly applicable to themeelvea &lao. 

II "Men," aays Maximu Tyriua (Dille. 29), "are always incliued tn 
clilreprd what is plain aod eaaily acquired, and to admire that which il 
.aret aDd m)'l1teriou. The poetB, discovering this, invented the fable for 
& remedy, wlten treating of holy matmrs; which, being more obacare 
thaD coovenatioo, aod more clear than the riddle, formed a mean betwem 
bow~ aDd ipoi'Ulce, and was pa.rtly believed for being agreeable, 
ud 1 for being wooderful. Th1111, as poets by DIUile, and Pbiloeophen 
fD they drew mankind gradually to a search after truth, wileD tbe 
Dame of phi10110phy would have been lt&n!h and <!isJtleasing." 

" The Free and Accepted Mason is iiiStructed m tlle art of leamiDg 
te do well, at his ftrat &dmisaioD into .a lodge, by being directed to 
"rule 8Dd goTerD his pua0111, keep a tougue or good report, and practioe 

~ wu judiciou; becauae atraDgenl, or, in other words, tbe uo
tllitiated, liteud tJiele JIIMOJlio diacourails, either in the ho of gaining 
110me inliglat iDio the I8Cll'eia of the Order, or witll a view ~ ~ 
DelriiiJ'ID*Ifa ...... it. 
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And, aecondly, I shall hope to convince every Muon 
before me that unlesa, by being of our Order, he learnetb, 
according to the intention and meaning of the prophet. 
to do well, to improve in his morals, and be active in 
every good word and work; though be bas its name, be 

· has not its nature ; though be wear our badges, be is a 
stranger to our real ornaments; though he poueu all 
the gold, the silver, the precious atones of Solomon's 
temple,18 or of Solomon's house-nay, though with theae 
he pouess all the most valuable treasures of the world 
bestde, he poueues none of the really valuable jewels 
of Masonry. ' 

I begin with observing, that it is satisfactory to too 
many who have been convinced .of their J>ast misdoings, 
and are stirred up to see the neceBBity of some change 
in their life and conver~~&tion-it is satisfactory, I aay, 
to too many of these, that they wash them, and make 
them clean from their put enormities ; that they put 
away the evil of their doings, and that they cease to do 
evil. Now this is, we must all confess, a very material 
part of true conversion ; but, my friends, the beat that 
can be said of it is only this: " that it is a good begin
ning," and if this is all that had been thought requisite 
to save the soul, the prophet would have stopped also. 
But behold he stoppeth not ; there is, he goes on to 
observe, something farther to be required than that neg&
tive goodneBB of ceasing to do evil. Yes, an active piety 
is also requisite; for as well as to "cea~e to do ernl," we 
are also commanded to "lea.nt. to do well." 

Now this text, my brethren, is very applicable to you 
as a junior lod~e. tt • Yes, as younser bretnren in the royal 
art, methinks It comes to you ID • good time; for, as 
many of you are but newly initiated, few of you, if any, 
can have forgotten the conditions upon which alone you 

18 The riches of the temple in the time of our Sr.Tioar, are tla111 dtwcribed 
by J oeeJih111 ~" Its ap~ce had ever,thing tllat could strike tbe 
DiiDd aDd ast.oniah the ught ; for it waa on ev~ Bide covered witla IIOiid 
pia tAla of ~old, 110 that wbeo the IUD roee upon it, 1t reflected such a etroug 
and ~ elfu1geuce, tllat the 878 of the beholder waa obliged to tarn 
away from 1t, being no more able to llll8tain its r.diauce UlaD the splen
dour of the aan." 

It This lodge had beeD COilllt.itated by the Pro-.. GnDd KMt.er litt.le 
more tllau a yeaz aud a bill wbee tllil 8'IDCla ftl P"f*bed. 
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obtained your initiation,• Now, if you remember 
rigbtll, you must recollect that you were obliged, in 
your 10itiation, to give strong testimony tbat you bad at 
least that negative goodnees which/recedes our text; 
for, indeed, unless you had given goo testimony that you 
had ceaaed to do evil,11 you know the doors of our Order 
were unalterably shut against you. It is, therefore, in 
good seaeon, I trust, that I have now an opportunity of 
following those serious impressions, which you must, if 
you had any proper sense of your engagement, have re
ceived in your initiation into our royal Order, with the 
positive part of that goodne88 and righteousne88, to which 
Maeonry, the beautiful handmaid of Christianity, is so uni
versally calculated to win your hearts, and all your beat 
affections. "Learn to do well," is an adviee, my brethren, 
peculiarly adapted to the very name you bear ; for to be 
a Freemaeon, 10 the real and plain meaning of the term, 
is to be in a state of all others the best calculated, both 
to learn well, and also to learn to do well. 

The theory of Maeonry contains something of the whole 
of science; the operative part of Masonry, is the practice 
of all the virtues of all tbe sciences.u Therefore to be 
initiated only into the theory of Masonry, is at least to be 
in the way of learning well ; and if we follow on to 
exercise the practice of Masonry, it will as assuredly lead 
us into the way of doing well ; and both to learn and to 
do well, is the whole of our religion, whether as men, as 
Christians, or as Masons.• For, first, to learn to do well 

10 1'be8e conditions were, that "nnbiassed by the improper solicitation 
of friends, and uninfluenced by mercenary or other uuwortliy motive~, the 
candidate freely and voluntarily olrers himself a candidate for the mysieriel 
of Maaonr1. ; and that he is prompted by a favourable opinion conceived 
of the institution, and a desire or lmowledRe.'' 

ll Our ancient and venerable institution aepends not for its BDpport and 
permanency on any principle of a compulsive or coercive nature, but is 
best cemented by the perfect union and harmony or its constituent parts. 

• Onr worthy brother is somewhat mistaken in his definition here. 
Masonry is operative and speculative; the former, in the lauguage or 
lecture~, incluaes all natural, mathematical and mechanical knowledge, BO 
tar as the same is subjected to the external senses ; and the latter, the 
knowledge of the hidden order or the uni'ferae, and the secret ~ both 
of heaven and earth, more particularly those or a spiritual and mtelleo
tual nature. 

11 Here the definition is right, because onr pursuits now embrace 
apeeulative Kasoary only, which, u Preiton correctly says. "is so r.r 
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implies, that we fear God ; and, secondly, that we keep 
his commandments. Firat, to Jearn to do well implies, 
that we fear God; tnis is, indeed, in part implied in that 
negative part of righteousness, which ia described in the 
verses preceding our text. For without the fear of God, 
in some degree, we shall never, I fear, be inclined to cease 
to do evil. But, as I have already observed concerning 
all professions, there is such a thing 88 fearing God, and 
not being active in that fear. And, my friends, by such 
a fear, we can bring no honour to his name, nor can we 
po118e88 any comfort in our own souls. No, my beloved 
hearers, it is not enough that we do not positively and 
publicly deny the being, the existence, 11.nd tbe perfections 
of a God; but if, according to the prohet's advice, we 
learn to do well, we shall enter into the lists of his advo
cates as his real admirers ; we shall give public testimony, 
both in word and action, that we believe and adore his 
sovereignty and power t" that we believe and admire his 
mercy and goodne11, and that we believe and obey the 
dictates of his word and providence. And, active 88 his 
adversaries are in taking away hie name and his glory 
from amongst men, eo we, who are his profeaaed advo
cates, should be more than equally active in publiahing 
forth his name; and hie perfections ; in showing forth hie 
praises and hie goodneu ; and establishing in the earth 
his glory and his majesty. As his enemies are bold in 
denying his name, so hie friends should be more than 
equally so, in spreading his fame abroad. As his enemies 
are persevering in every effort to put him away, because 
they fear him ; so surely his friends ought to be still 
more persevering to establish his glory, becaoae they love 
him.• 

In this point of religion, my friends, the present is a 
day of evil report indeed. The daring attempts of infi-

I.Dtenroftll with religion, u to Jay us under the strongest obliptioDB to 
pay that rational homage to the Deity, which at once coDBtitutel our 
IJaty and our happillel!l8. It' leada the contemplative to view with reve
rence and admirir.tion the glorioua worka or the crer.tiOII', and inspires 
them with the lllOit eulted ideu or the perfeetiODB of the divine Creator." 

.. AI Muons, we must not only abjure falaehood, we are boaDd aleo to 
defeDd the truth. 

.. Tile CIIDdidate, at hia I.Ditiatioa, mast declare his unleigned belief' aod 
1l"'llt in God, UDder a 8rm .JI!III'ftllion that where bis name is pioaal7 
iJmiiDed, DO cluse' taD polllbly eniQ8. 
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delity, in the preaent awful era of the world, are trulf 
alarming to every truly pious mind ; and be who would 
bold up his band for God, ean aeareelr stretch o.ut an 
arm but he is in danger of feeling the po110n of infidelity. 
Indeed, in the present day, to deny God is too fre9.uently 
eateemed the polite effect of seDBibility and free-thinking; 
to laugh at religion is too often thought a part of manly 
education, and to be rude. immoral, immodeat, lascivious, 
and impudent, is too frequently judged to be spirited and 
gentlemanlike. Yes, in the present fashion of impiety, 
to speak of religion, is t.o call upon you an odium ; to 
fear God, is thought mean and pusillanimous, and to 
dare to check the mad career of nee aud immorality, is 
to be rude, impolite, and spiritlea In a word, accord
ing to the too llrevailing sentiments of the present day, 
to be pious is msanity; to be moral is meanness; to be 
religious is fanaticism.• 

With you, my brethren, I beseech you, let not tha.e 
ideas have any existence. As I know it is the nature of 
your Order, and the excellency of your profession, to af
ford you an opportunity to learn and know better things, 
concerning the fear of God, in the knowledge of his 
name, in the admiration of his glory, and in the reliance 
upon his mercy; so I advise, learn ye to do well. Yes, 
my brethren, you must know, and you ought to be care
ful to acknowledge it both in word and action, you most 
know, if you are possessed with common honeatr and 
gratitude, that, if you have paid any attention, it 11 the 
leading feature of all your maeonic rele&l'chea and iD
structions to propagate and establish this leading, muter 

• A writer, already qaotM, obllervea :-"A sober aud iDdostrioal 
populace iB the lltreogth, the riches, the glory of a Dation ; but wbea 
i.hoee that ahoald be the laboarina' haod8 becOme vicioas aud W.Okde, 
~ are prepared for every kind ol wickedDeas aud diaorder. Aa, from 
thell' raDk aud education, they have, for the most part, little regard to 
t.be appearancE~~ of honour aud d8011lcy, if at the same time they haft 
cut Olf the tiel of religion aud the fear or God, aud a regard to the 
powers of the world to come, aud are abandoned to their appetite& 111111 
puliona, what are they not capable on When once a neglect of religioD 
and a corruption of maunera become geoeral, they have a natural ~ 
to disaolve and enerva~ a nation, and to extinguish true public apim 
aud a maDly fortitude. Nor have u.y people long maintained illeir 
liberties, lll'lm hariug loat their probity aDd viltue." (Lell.ud'a Deilll, 
vol. ii. p.m.) _ _ 
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sentiment of all tr\le religion and virtue, " that God is, 
and that be is a rewarder of all them who diligently seek. 
him.". Thus far, then, in the first part of learning to do 
well, v to fear God; and thus, then, the religion of Ma
sonry and the religion of the prophet go hand in hand.117 

We will now, therefore, hasten briefly to the second 
part of learning to do well, i. e. that of keeping his com
mandments. And this brings us immediately to the pe
culiar reference of our test. Yea, my friends, it le&da 
us to consider that the religion of the Mason, like the 
religion of the prophet, baa a reference in its etrects, far 
beyond the narrow boundaries of our little self.• The 
religion of the Mason, in ita second part, is according to 
our Saviour's para~hrase. of the second table of the law ; 
like unto the first m ita duty, in ita excellency, and in ita 
importance; and ita dutiea can no more be dispen1ed 
with ; for if we learn to do well, in fearing God, we must 
also leam to do well, in seeking judgment, relieving the 
oppressed, judging the fatherleBB, pleadin~ for the widow ; 
for on these two commandments, the behef and the love 
of God, the kindneBB of affection, one towards another, 
and not on either alone, but on these two command menta, 
depend all the law and the pr.opheta; and without them 
both, we can never be said to understand either Moses 
or the prophets. Many, indeed, have been, and many 
still are the individual attempts to separate them, but it 
impossible. " If ye love me," says Christ, "ye will keep 
:my commandments ; and this is my commandment, that 
ye love one another." "If," says one of the disciples of 

., Masonry is free, and ~uires a perfect freedom of inclination in 
every candidate for its mysteries. It is foUDded on the purest principlfa 
of piety and virtue. It postJellleS gnlllot and in valuable privileges to 
worthy men. Vows of fidelitY. are required, but they cont&in nothing 
which is incompatible with civil, moral, or ~ons duties. 

• Thns tlle candidate is exhorted, that he 18 never to invest himaelt 
with tlle badge or a Mason should there be any brother in the lodge with 
whom he is at variance, or agai118t whom he entertains any animosity. 
In such cue, it is u~ that he will invite tlle brother to withdraw, 
in order that the difterences between them may be amicably ~~ettled ; 
which, if haJ.I,PiiY effected, they are then at liberty to clothe themselvea, 
and work WJth that love and harmony which ought always to characteriJI8 
the Free and Accepted Mason. But ~ unfortunately, the dift'erencea be 
of such a nature as cannot be so speedily adjusted, it were better that 
one or both should retire, thaD, by their presence, they should disturb the 
llarmony of the lodp. 
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Jeeua. " if thou knoweet that thy brother have need, and 
ehutteet up the bowels of com:p&e~ion ~inet him, bow 
then dwelleth the love of God 1n thee Y ' The love of 
God and the love of man are inseparable, ae the san and 
light, the fire and heat, the shadow and the substance.• 
" For he," saith the same Apostle, "who eaith he loveth 
God, and hateth hie brother, is a liar, and the truth is 
not in him." 

Learn, then, my brethren, to do well in this aecond 
.part of the religion of your Order. Seek judgment, that 
11, enquire what is nght, that ye may do it; and be 
solicitous to be found in the way of your duty,• and walk 
not with adventurers. Seekjutlgment, i.e. learn the pe
culiar duties of your station, and be strict in the per
forma'IU:e of those duties. For instance, art thou in 
power, exercise that aame authority with mercy and cle
mency; and while others have to call thee master, or 
lord, know thou, and consider, that thou but a Muter 
in heaven. Art thou rich, be charitable to the poor; 
and consider, that though thou hast much in thy pos
eession, thou thyself art but a steward, and hut a Lord 
over thee, who will surely hereafter call upon thee to 
give an account of thy stewardship.11 Art thou poor, 

• U it be said that this disposition is unattainable, I &IIBWer, so is all 
perfection. Ought, therefore, a moralist to recommend imperfectiODB! 
One excellency, however, of our Saviour's rules is, that they are either 
never mistaken, or never so mistaken as to do harm. I could feign a 
hundred eases in which the literal application of the rule or doing to 
others as we would have others do to us, might mislead us ; but I never 
yet met with the man who was actually misled by it. Notwithstanding 
that our Lord bade his followers not to resist evil, and to forgive the 
enemy who should trespass against him, not till seven times, but till 
seventy times seven, the Christian world bas hitherto su1rered little bf 
too much placability or forbeare,noe. (Paley's Evidences, part ii., c. 2.) 

• It is easy to know what is right, and no one can attend to the teach
ing of Masonry without learning it ; but to do it is not always so easy. 
Conflicting interests will often .Prevent the exercise of our better feelings, 
and will furnish excuses for Olllltting what we are conscious it is our duty 
to~orm. 

The rich do not always coDBider this in its most exteDBiYe signification, 
although it is an indisputable fact. Thus, Fielding says :-" The general 
principl5 by which men are actuated who bequeath fortunes to public 
charitJfll, are fear and vanity, more than benevolence or the love or doing 
good, as will appear from the following considerations :-1st. If a maa 
were J)OSIIe8l!ed of real beneYolenoe, and bad a delight in doing good, be 
would" no more defer the enjoyment of this eatisCaction to his death-bed, 
than the ambitious, the luxurious, or the vain, would wait till that period 
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and in low occupation, perform the dutiea of that ltation 
with diligence and fidehty ; be contented with thy sta
tion, nor envy thou the rich and the powerful. Seek 
judgment, render unto all their due, tribute to whom 
tribute ia due, honour to whom honour,' fear to whom 
fear ;a covet not the throne of the king, nor env1 the seat 
of the noblea. But be sure, if thou art learnmg to do 
well, that thou art in the station which l&e, who knows 
better for thee than thou canst know fo'r thyself, has for 
thine own good placed thee there ; yes, it shall be r.roved 
hereafter, that thou art in the very station which, if thou 
fulfillest ita duties, shall eventually prove for thee the 
best station. Seek then judgment, aod while thou fear
est God, give honour to the king, so shalt thou have the 
rewards of righteousneu, and the blessings of peace. 

Again, learn to do well one step farther, and I leave 
you sure of the realms of bliss, nay, already partaken of 
the felicity of the truly blessed, i. e., relieve the oppress
ed, judge the fatherless, plead fur the widow; or as the 
prophet would most undoubtedly meao, be kindly aff'ec
tioned one to another in brotherly love. The former 
step of seeking judgment was/olitical righteousness, and 
makes only a part of the goo man ; this latter is a col
lection of all the Christian graces, centered in one 
general course of doing good, and forms the complete 
character of him, who bas both ceased to do evil, and 
learnt to do weu.:ss 

Now that the advice I am now giving may be in some 
measure applicable to all, I fint observe, that this last 
step of learning to do well, can alone complete the char
acter of the true Christian ; therefore none here are 

for the gratification of their several pasaioos. 2ndly. If the legacy be to 
the injury of his family, or the disappointment of hiS friends in w11o11t, this 
ia a certain proof that his motive is not benevolence ; for he who lovea 
not his owo lrieoda aod relatio1111, most certainly loves no other peraoos. 
Lestly, if a mao hath lived aoy time in the world, he most have ollserved 
such horrid and notorious abuaes of all public charities, as must convince 
him that he will do no manner of good l>y contributing to them." 

• By these means you will live happily, respected by your friends, and 
honoured by your neighbours ; aod at the II&Dle time it will contribute to 
the enjoyment or equal happiness in another and a better world. 

• And this is the lesson which is moet frequently inculcated in a :H.. 
10111' lodge ; for it constitutes the great J.lrinciple of practical beoevolenoe, * ia carried oot iD the muonic charities. 
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complete without it. And that the advice I am ~w 
giving may be peculiarly applicable to mY' muonic 
brethren, I observe to you, that without this last char
acteristic trait of Christian perfection, the masonic 
character is altogether incomplete." We ma1 talk of 
religion, ita doctrines, ita precepts, and it• pnvilegea
we may talk of philosophy, with all its train of human 
perfecttons and human a.cquirementa-we may become 
Masons, boast of its aecrecy, ita science, and ita moral&
put on all ita gaudy trappmga, and ornament ounelvea 
with ita richest external jewels f6 but, my brethren, if 
our religion is destitute of love to God, and of charity 
towards our fellow-creatures ; if our ~hiJosophy is des
titue philanthropy, or if our Masonry ts destitute of the 
activity of doing good, away with religious profeeaion, it 
il but an empty name ; away with philoaopbical senti
ment, it is but a sounding brass; away with masonic 
pretensions, they are but as tinkling cymbals. But when 
religion-namely the true fear of God and the love of onr 
fellow-creatures, accompanied by those two fair hand· 
maidens, philanthropic philosophy, and active practical 
Masonry-begins her travels on the earth, all the groan
ing& of misery and distress, and all the sighings of afBic
tive sorrow, are quickly softened into the more pleasant 
cadence of thankful praises and of grateful acknowledg
ments; the mangled limbs of the oppressed cartive are 
soon relieved from the galling chains of oppresston; the 
wrongs of the fatherless are quickly relieved, and the 
tears are wiped away from the helpless widow's cheek. • 

.. How much is this overlooked by the objectors to M1110nry. They 
spurn its excellenoee, and rake up its imperfections. They strain at a 
gnat and swallow a camel. Though its benevolent traits are as glarin( 
as the nooudar, they are unobserved ; and visionary objections are urged 
against it, Which have DO Coundation but in the heated imagination of 
those who are wilfully blind to its manifold beauties. 

• The external jewele are nothing more than symbols of the internal 
ornaments of the mind. 

• Bro. Gurlay, au .A.meriean Mason, has some similar sentiments iD 
his exoenent .A.ddreaa to the Grand Lodge or Massachusetts:-" 'The wile 
man," he says," whoae name ia consecrated in Masonry, declares that a 
friend ia the beat medicine of life. And he takes care to tell us what 
sort of friend it is. The friend born for adwnity. Indeed there is so 
much hypocrisy, deceit, and guile in tLe present state or the world, that 
or those who denominate theD!Belvea friends, few are to be accredited. 
For the moat part they are mere birds or prey, which fly any equally 



ON TBB CH&ISTLUl' DUTDS. 901 

Here, eays religion to this or the other philoaopher, 
soothe this troubled bosom, and give resignation to this 
perturbed heart. Here, eays religion to the active 
Mason, bring thy medicine to heal this Irick father, and 
restore him to his weeping mate ; revive this dying 
parent to his mourning olfspring ; bring a portion of thy 
bread, thy wine, and milk to this famiaheainfant; bring 
thy garment and cover the naked limbe of this forlorn 
destitute, and take, in the arms of love, this friendleu 
female orphan, and place her in that asylum, which ye 
have unitedly provided for such objects of distre11 ; go 
wipe away yon weeping widow's tears, nor let that 
mourning eye let fall a curse against thee.• Yes, daily 
my brethren, daily let the seoreoy of the m8110nic be
nevolence publish to. him who aeeth in aecret, te&rl 
unnumbered wiped away, groana unnumbered smothered 
in praises, sighs unnumbered drowned in thanksf'vinga; 
then in that awful day; when the secreta of al hearta 
ahall be disclosed, then shall the gazing multitude, who 
have curiously enquired our secret, be astonished to 
know, that the greomt deqJ of flllUonic m:rtey uw tJ&e •· 
p-ubluhed aa of doing good. 

In actions like these, let religion, philoaophy, and 
Masonry unite their standard, and all the world are 
brethren. 

PRAYER. 

MBRCIPUL F ATHBR, God of all grace and truth! blea 
the present assembling of ourselves together with the 

with beauty, riches, and tame. If '[OU teed them, they tarry with you ; 
but when your baud is exhalllted, tbey' clap their wings aod" are aeen ao 
more. They serve for pastime, provided you guard them aecurely ; but 
even then, they alford only a miserable entertainment, without either 
profit or pleasure. Unlike to these is the true and sincere friend, tried, 
approved, accepted, and faithCUI to the ra1ee which Maeonry prescribes. 
Like the dove which went out from the ark, when every ~ il 
deluged, he leavea us only to return again, the harbinger of hope, con
eolation and relief." 

" Masonic love ia the heavenly bond that unites mankind, and forma 
them all into one ble&led family and fold UDder Christ the ,00 shep
herd, the Father ~ his people, and the aomoce or all Chriltlall graces 
and perfections. It removes all difficulties out or the path or Christian 
duty ; it sweetens all the disappointments of a changing world ; it takes 
away all bitterness, disconU!nt, and BOrrow, at the afliictive triaia af the 
chaMiening rod ; &Dd tllu prepuea a ftr aootber &Dd a better worW. 

14 
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choiceat of thy apiritual favoun, and may the immediate 
eft'eeta of thy holy word be in ut all, the fruita of right
eoutneaa to the glory of thy everlasting name. Lord God 
Almighty, descend with a new creation upon every soul, 
and from that miJerable chaos which tin oas efFected in 
every heart, by corrupting every affection of the soul, 
form and efFect that new nature, w}:lich ia produced not by 
'blood or the will of man, but by the efFectual working of 
thy holy apirit ; create ua anew in Christ J eaua, and may 
we in deed and in truth put on that new man, which by 
Christ J eaua our Lord, ia created in righteouaneaa and 
true holineaa. Soften gracious Father, soften by thy 
divine influence every heart, and make ua readily suscep
tible of all thy divine impressions. Instil into our min«la 
a hatred to every tin, and a love and inclination to every 
degree of holineaa, of piety, and of virtue. Aa men, in 
everr character we sustain, may we truly consider that 
" it 11 appointed for all once to die, and after that the 
judgment;" and may thia serious consideration induce us 
to think seriously, to speak cautioualy, and to act always 
conscientiously ; may every pious engagement, whether 
Christian or masonic, have all their intended effects to 
influence our hearts to tendemeu, to benevolence, to 
charity, to purity. May we in the sermons we hear, and 
in all the lectures we join in, learn daily more perfectly, 
the happy and purer language of the once persecuted, but 
now everlastingly exalted Galilean. May we so ac~uit 
ourselves in the church, in the world, and in our famihes, 
that all who see us, may be enabled to take laudable 
notice of us, that we have been with Jesus; and that to 
us every school of wisdom, whether the church, the 
meeting, or the lodge, every school is to us the school of 
Christ. BleBB we pray thee, merciful God, the king upon 
the throne, hjs gracious queen, and every branch of that 
illustrious family ; and establish their throne in righteoua
neas, make their sceptre the sceptre of peace ; and may 
the crown of these realms ftounsh upon the head of one 
or another of that same family, so long as the sun and 
moon endureth. 

Bien, we pray thee, the great council of the nation; 
may their consultations be held in righteousness, and thy 
divine wisdom the standard of all their best endeavours. 
)l:stablieh, we pray thee, in all the world the bleuinga of 
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~ ; may the destructive sword of war be sheathed, 
and all the enemies of peace put to flight and eonfuaion. 
Blea thiJ our yet happy nation ; and may we be u 
eminently grateful ancl pious, as we have long been 
eminently blessed by th:r gracious favour ll.nd protection. 
Bleaa the imperfect services of this day ; and as a society 
who profeaa a peculiar attachment to the religion of thy 
holy child Jesus; in all ita piety towards God, and in all 
ita charit7 and benevolence towards man ; may we 10 let 
that glonous light of effective righteouane88 shine before 
men, that others seeing those goods works, which are in 
deed and in truth the natural, u well as the boaated 
effects of our union, may truly glorify thy name ; and 
may such daily be added to the church, and united to 
each other in every bond of brotherly love, u ahall be 
everlastingly saved. These, with every other bleaai.ng 
which thy purer wiadom aeeth we stand in need of, we 
eameatly beg for ourselves and othen, throu~h the merita 
alone, and for the sake alone of J eaua Christ our Lord 
~md Saviour. ArnM•· .&... 



SERMON XI. 

THE JU.BON'8 LODGB, A BOHOOL OF VIRTUE AND 

SOIENO.E. 

I'I.B.t.OIDID AT UJI8GA'l'B1 SBP'l'JIIIBBB 31 1798, A'l' 'I'D 
COKaaOJLATIOK AND OON8'l'l'l'l1'1'ION OP THB 1AOOB18 

LODGa. 

Paonau, b. L 

A Ql10TA'l'ION from the writings of that good and great, 
and Grand Master of all Masons, can, I should suppose, 
at no time be unpleasant, or unseasonable to a maaonio 
congregation ; and upon the present occasion, the consti
tution of a lodge, to take him as my patron and judge; 
by way of examining the foundation of this newly-con
secrated house, and see whether it is really the building 
of wildom, will, I hope, be candidly considered as reason
able a choice, as it must be esteemed a seasonable one. 
Folly and madneaa, my friends, immorality and profane
neaa, vice and wickedness, are, we too experimentally 
know, rearing their gaudy fabrics in every comer of the 
world ;1 and men too eagerly seeking them as the asy-

• Here Ia a reference to the II&JD6 and constitution of the French and 
German societies of the da~, !mown by the names of Oorrespollding, 
Afllliated, Provincial, Be&cnpt, Convention, Reading, Oit.imn of the 
World, Liberty, Equality, IDiprescriptible Rights of Man, &e. &e.; of 
which Robison observes, that "our public arbiters of literary merit have 
great11 changed their manner of tteatment of theological and political 
writioga of late years. Till Paine's .Aa'e of Reuon appeared, the moat 
aoeptical writinga of EuglaDd kept witmn the bounds o? deceDc,y and ol 
argument; and we have not, in the course of two centuries, one piOOe that 
should be compared with m&n}' of the indecent productiODB of the German 
prellleL Yet even those perrormancea generall1 met with alwp reproof, 
aa well liB judicioaa retutatiOD. How, thea, il British lllllltimeot or ll'ritilh 
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lums or felicity, are daily entangled in the labyrintha, or 
buried in the1r ruina. On the other band, eorry, truly 
sorry am I, to be obliged to remark, that rare indeed are 
the houaee which wildom buildeth; and still fewer, I. 
fear, are the lincere votaries of this beautiful goddess. 
It il the task of this moment, and peculiarly the duties 
of my office in the present exerciae, to follow up the 
~eientific labours of our Provincial Grand, in the consti
tution and consecration of the new lodge of Muons in 
this neighbourhood; tDitl& a C4uhon to iu tnember1, and a 
declarariora to the pvhlic, that in the busine11 of this day, 
we fully hope, we confidently expect, t»Udom bath builded 
her. house, that she hath hewn out her seven pillars; ob
serve, the foundation of the buildin~ must be good and 
substantial.• "It hatk ~er~en pillar•," 1ts furniture is good 
also and plentiful, by which those who tum in unto this 
ho01e ol wisdom, may be rendered truly happy here, 
and prepared for a bliuful eternity hereafter; for abe 
hath &illed her beaats, abe hath mingled her wine, sym
bols of that richness of wisdom, and science, and religion, 
which she, i. e. Wisdom, hath plentifully prepared, to 
enlighten the undentanding; to inform the heart; to 
influence the affections; and to feed those souls to im
mortality and eternal life. who seek her habitation, who 
enter into her temple, and who submit to her instruc
tions and her diacipline.l' 

Whoever reada this chapter, will euily perceive that 
ita language is metaphorical; and if you take it scientific
ally, it is a contest between wisdom and folly, science 
and ignorance. which of them shall win the eoul of the 

delicacy ~. when Paine's book is treated by 0111' reviewera with ao • 
affilcted hDeniliV and candour, and is laid before the public as quite new 
matter, and a lair field for discassionf" (ProofS, p. 479.) 

• A JDai!ODic lodge is the true school of wisdom, of that wisdom which 
matea men more oonscienti0118 and more virtaoos. One would think that 
Solomon had this in view when he lllloid, " Happy is the man that flndeth 
wisdom, and the man that getteth tmdenrtandmg ; for the merchandise of 
it ia better than the merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than llne 
gold. She is more precious than rabies ; and all the tlliu88 thoa C8.ll8t 
iJeme are not W be COIJiila.red UDW her. Leugth of days is in her right 
'-rid, and in her left hand riches and honour. Her ways are ways of 
pleasantness, and all her paths are peace." . 

• An adherence to the latter is the expre~~ condition on which the 
former can be enjoyed. They who would reap benefits from :Maaoor7 
... ~ to her instnctiODB, aud BU.bmn to her diecipliDe. 



88BJION Xlo 

paaaing traveller.• If you take it morally and religioualy, 
1t ia then a contest between vice and virtue, faith and 
infidelity. Christ, the king of righteousneu, and Satan, 
the prince of the power of the air, who of these shall 
win the soul, at;~d captivate its faculties and affections! 
Read it m&BOnically ; for Solomon w&B one of the great
eat, the best, and the most zealous MBBter Masons that 
ever lived upon the earth-we therefore feel a right to 
read it mBBonically, and the contest embraces both the 
former senses. Yea, read it masonically, it is the invit&
tion of science in all ita varieties, and of religion in all 
ita moral and spiritual excellencies ; exhibiting all their 
lovely charms to allure the wanderer, and win the un
wary traveller from the dangerous paths of ignorance, 
irreli~on, vice, and sin. 8 

Tha, then, my beloved hearers, is the single idea 
which I shall draw at thia opportunity from my text, 
and with which I shall endeavour both to caution my 
brethren and inform the public, i.e. that a MlUOA'• ~ 
being duly constituted, and religiously consecrated, it 
is the fault of its members, whoever they may be, if 
they prove not to.the public around them, that wiM1mA 
hath iftdeed builded her lwtue; and that, therefore, there ia 
now an additional place of security, improvement, and 
hapJ?ineu for MBBons; and into which otliers, whosoever 
are mclined to virtue, may enter, may eat of wisdom's 
bread, and may drink. of the wine which she hath min
gled; may forsake the foolish, and may live and walk 
in ~ way of understanding.7 

4 The incitements ofl.'ered by folly are camal and fleeting, thoae ol 
wiadom are intellectual and permauent. The choice is free, but the reaal* 
is most important. · 

• One says, " Come with us, we shall find all precious substance, we 
sball fill our hol18e8 with spoil. Cut in thy lot among us ; let us all have 
one purse." The other, more severe, pleads, "My eon, walk no* thoo in 
the way with them ; refra.in thy foot from their path, for their feet ran 
to evil, and make haste to shed blood." (Prov. i., 11-16.) 

6 Throughout the Whole of theee eennoDB, ~ is eUibitecJ in all 
its beautiful forms, and a~tly applied to the subJeCts ol which tba 
preacher treats. In a pooullar l!eDIIe, Maaolll1 and Wisdom are syDODy
moua ; and for this reason Solomon's chair m the lodge is the Beat rl 
wisdom. 

t It is • building or peace, harmony, and brotherly love; because, in 
the figurative langUage of Maaoury, " the stones were hewn in the quarT)', 
there carved, marked; aod numbered. The timber waa Celled aDd prepuecl 
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Now to enlarge upon this idea, as practically and as 
familiarly as I can, and to endeavour that all, both 
Muons and others, may be as religiously benefited as 
possible, I shall first observe, that as we take upon us 
to &alert that in the constitution of a Masons' lodge, 
wisdom hath builded her house; so we likewise &BBert, 
that a Masons' lodge is, or at least ought to be, a school , 
of true, useful, universal science; and, secondly, a school 
of true piety and religion. Firat, then, I shall observe, 
that a 1tfasona' lodge is a school of true, useful, and uni
versal science; it is the house of wisdom, and where 
wisdom presides, there· must surely be the school of 
sctence.• To be votaries in the house of wisdom, and 
we cannot but be at least in the way of improvement, 
and the degree of our improvement, in the midat of 
opportunities and privileges like these, must eventually 
depend upon ourselves. In this school, i. e. a Muons' 
lodge, geography, astronomy, philosophy, with all the 
liberal arts, are, or ought to be, the subjects of our lec
tures, and are in those lectures, when properly delivered, 
so plainly and so familiarly expatiated upon and explained, 
that while the most refined understanding may be ele
gantly improved and luxuriously regaled, the meanest 
capacity, unleBB totally closed against all ita own good, 
cannot depart wholly empty away.' All the faculties 

in the forest or Lebanon, and conveyed by ftoata from T;yre to Joppa. 
The metals were fused and cast on the plains of Zeredathah. .After 
which, the whole of tbe materials were conveyed to Jerosalem, and there 
Bet np by means or mauls and other implements prepared for that pnr
poee ; eo that the sonnd of axe, hammer, or any otlier tool or bl'888 or 
ll'On wu not heard on the holy mountain, to distnrb the peaceful sanc1ity 
of the prooeedings. And the materials were prepared at 80 great a dis
tance for the porpoee of showing the superior excellence of the craft ; 
for when they were set up at Jerusalem, the work WBS 80 complete, that 
it appeared to be the production of the Great Architect of the Universe, 
rather than an exertion of human skill." 

• Hence it WBS anciently provided that no brother, however skilled in 
the craft, WBS called a Master Mason, until be had been chosen to fill the 
ciwUru~e~ . 

• Maaonry incfudes almost every branch of polite learniiig under the 
veil of its mysteries, which comprehend a regular system of virtue and 
acience. Many of its illustrations may appear unimportant to the confined 
~us ; but the man of more enlarged faculties will consider them in the 
mghmt degree useful and interes~. To please the accomplished scholar 
and ingenious 8l'tist, the inltitotion JB well suited ; and in the inYestigation 
of its latent doctrines, the philosopher and the mathematician may upe
rieQae equala&tisfaction and delight. (Oliver'a Preston, p. 37.) 
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of the soul (in them.aelvea naturally tending to improve
ment) may feed upon their own natural sustenance, 
and in one acience or the other, continually receive, with 
increasing appetite, more or leas of tho.se mental, and 
therefore the only true, pleasures of the soul ; whoee 
perfection, either of excellency or felicity, can only be 
fully known and experienced in that future and more 
perfect state, where the incumbrances of human frailty, 
and the preaaurea of mortality, have no effect on the 
immortal powers. 

Yea, my brethren, here, in this school, a Maaona' Lodge, 
wita acientific ardour, we are led to trace the structure, 
and explore the deep foundations of that wondrous fabric, 
built by nature's God ; and here, different from many of 
the achools of human wisdom, we want no human argu
ments to prove the glory or the reality of hia existence ; 
for it ia the ~eouliar province of maaon1o science, to direc~ 
her improvmg sons to study nature, to study her in her 
most unaffected garb; and, in all her works, to view, 
with the eye offaith and pious adoration, her incomparable 
Master Builder.10 Yea, maeonic astronomy, uncorrupted 
with scepticism, views in the first grand luminary of the 
world the im~e of its great Creator, and feels a willing
neas to be enlightened with hia light, who is the light 
of love. Nor does the most distant shining luminary, 
however diminutive in its appearance, at all diminish the 
idea of the masonic astronomer respecting his greatneu, 
who with the same omnipotence formed the lesser with 
the greater light; for though perhaps with a Newton he 
has not capacity or learning to measure the bulk, the 
rapidity, or the distance of every orb with which the 

10 Masonic astronomy is a IICience which has for ita object tO explain 
the motioDB of the heavenly bodies, their various aspects, and the l'acta 
which have been asoertained in the planetary system, and throughout the 
~on of the fixed stars. This is a subject of coDBiderable interest aod 
utility. It Is intimately connected not only with the other six liberal 
ecienees, but also with geograph):, navigation, ~culture, commerce, 
cbronol~, &c., and has lent ita a1d to promote their improvement. The 
study of 1t is likewise attended with many J>leasurea and advantages in a 
moral, intellectual, and religious point of VIew. It e;g~&Uds the nmge of 
human intellect, and unfolds to our view the most striking displall of the 
perfectioiiB of the Deity, particularly the grandeur of his omm~tence. 
It seta before us object& of overpowering magnitude and sublinlltJ, and 
demoDBtrat.es the imlimited extent and magnificence of the uniftnal 
Empire of tbe Almighty. 
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firmament is adorned, yet in the unstudied simplicity, 
and yet hi~hly-finiahed language of a Moses, he readily 
acquteacea ln this opinion, "'M made 1M 61ar1 alro."u 

Ma110nic geograpny al"o, unalfeoted by human pride, 
forms his ideas of the earth's construction, according to 
his ideas of the divine wisdom, and power, and goodness ; 
and though he cannot in human lan~uage with the moat 
learned, altogether minutely descnbe all the curious 
nature of the adhesion of matter, or fully delineate all 
the curious pro~rtiea of specific gravity ; yet, in the 
pioua language of David, he readily acquieacea, "a. for 
tM 'tDM'ld, and the fol11a1 tlweof. God lw.tl& f01"1Md tlaem."11 

Masonicfhilosophy, unadulterated with the fashionable 
infidelity o the day, which, while it pretends to enlighten 
men's understanding, and illumine the world, banishes 
every sentiment of religion, morality, and virtue; and 
totally deatroys all the generous and the social affec
tions of the human heart; m8110nic rhiloao:phy, uncor
rupted with this cursed infidelity o Voltaire and his 
wretched companions ;11 masonic philoaophy, I aay, be
comes with us the handmaid of religion, and aids and 
usists in all those practical efforts which have a direct 
tendency to reform the soul, govern the passions, eradi-

11 The Muon looks upon the stars and planets as indicatiom of a divine 
hand ; for nothing can more indisputably prove the universal power of the 
Oreator than the regularity of their movements, and the beauty of the 
~ of which they form a part. 

11 In many of our Lodges we not only ftnd a pair of globes, but also a 
lllllall philoeophical apru:atus ; and in such CBSeS the brethren frequently 
employ tJaemsel:vt'IB in instructing one another in the myaeries of science 
and art ; and lectures are delivered upon moral, philOsophical, and hi&
torical subjects. 

11 Robison has some j118t eentiments ou this point. Speaking of the 
m&teriaJ.ism of Dr. Prit'IBtly, w~ch he oomiders aa a stepping-etone to the 
atlleism of Diderot and OODdorcet, he lldda-" 8eeiDg that there are BUell. 
llfC)UDds of appreheoaion, I think we have cause to be on our guard; and 
ibat ev8rT man who baa enjoyed the sweets of British liberty ahould be 
"8!7 &llXI0118 to preaerve it. We ehonld discourage all aecret U~e~Dblies 
which aflbrd OJ!portunities to the disaft'ect.ed, and all oon'Yei'Mtiolll which 
foster any noti0118 of political perfection, and create ~ after 
UD&ttainable happiDea 'l.'hEal oDly increase the disoonteo.fll of the unfol'
tanate, the idle, and the worthlt'l8s. Above all, we Bhoald be careful to 
discourage and oheck immorality and UceotiOIIIIDili!B in shape. For 
this will of itaelf subvert every govermnent, and will :tJect 111 to the 
vile tyranny of a proftigate mob." (Proo&, p. 4.86.) If he had alwa,
written ~us ratioDally, ewry sobef.mioded pBl'llOD would have agreed 
with him. 
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cate the corruptions of the heart, and gives the Deity hie 
own })roper throne aod temple, viz., the masonic bosom. 

And to the practical effects of these three grand and 
leading sciences are added, in the muonic school, the 
tuition of all the lesser ornaments of the human mind ; 
for though the masonic utronomer dwelleth on high, 
and hath thoughts sublimely exalted to the firmament 
above, his heart is unelated with pride, and the lowest 
of his fellow-travellers on the earth claim his polite at
tention, and his kind urbanity; though with the line of 
geographic knowledge he spans the circumference of the 
earth, and of the se88, the meanest of his brethren, the 
lowest of the sons of men, can never be out of the reach 
of his brotherly atfection.1' Yes, my friends, muonic 
geograrhy embraces within its line of philanthropic atfec
tion al the eons of men, wherever scattered, wherever 
dispersed : the European, the Asiatic, the American, and 
the mil darker sons of Afric's burning sands, are in ma
aonic sentiment members of that same family, of which 
the Creator of the universe is the common father ; of 
which Jesus, the Saviour of the world, is the distinguish
ed elder brother; and of which, when redemption takes 
its intended universal meuurement, that one fold shall be 
everlastingly established, over which there will be but 
one shepherd, Jesus, the father and brother of all.11 Yea, 
his philosophy, unlike that infamous principle which, fre
tending to fraternize, lifts the weapons of destruction, 

14 "The Ianguge of Masonry," says Bro. Blanchard Powen, "is 18 

uu.iversal 18 ita benevolent and benign principles. No matter what 
countey, {"lOPle, or language, a Mason sojourns among, whether in }Jl'o. 
perity or m adversity, he is always understood, and ~ 18 a 14l8oD. 
The door of every lodge opens at his approach, and he reoei'VfS each 
brother's hand in love and friendship. Such being the principles that 
unite and cement the ~t masonic filmily in the bOnd of uu.ion and bro
therly it.ll'ection, apringmg from our Saviour's golden rule, to do to ather~ 
48 t1111 fiiOUld fJJi&h tAein to do to m; who, that· is a friend of reliaion, and 
decency, and order-who, that coDBideJ"B himself under a moral ooligation 
to practice benevolence and charity to his fellow-meo--au1 do otherwise 
thaD approve lllld venerate such holy principles f Where is the Christian 
-where is the moral man, that does not aeoretly pray in his heart, that 
auch heaveD-born principlea may become general and uu.iversal f" 

11 After all that has tieen aid on the subject, no Ohriatian Mason can 
deny the reference of MasGary, in ita lectures, to Christianity. Freema-
1101111' is coamopolite, so ia Ohristianity. All mankiDd will Ultimately be 
en1braced iD one folc\ 1llJder one shepherd, and that shepherd is Ohriat." 
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and the sword of war and bloodshed, against the dearest 
,ties of nature; the Mason's philosophy is the true fra
ternizing philosophy of the enlightened soul, the humane, 
the benevolent, the charitable ; and his brethren are of 
every tongue, and of every nation, and of every clime.11 

For, my brethren, as well as a school of human science 
to improve the undentanding, the truly and masonically 
constituted lodge is, secondly, the source of that wisdom 
which cometh from above. It is the school of divine as 
well as human learning. And wherever its lectures are 
properly delivered and enforced, and properly attended 
to ; wherever its rules are properly adhered to and 
abided by, it may be strictly called the temple of true 
piety. 

That the intention · of this house of wisdom may be, 
and often is, abused ; that it may be, and often is, pro
faned, is, I am very sorry to confess, too true, because, 
like all other human societies, it will at all times be liable to 
posse• ita defective memben. But you who are advo
cates for Christianity, cannot condemn Masonry on this 
account; for you will easily remember that a Judas may 
creep in,11 even &niongst the smallest numben; and in 
general experience, we know that few indeed are even 
the little cucles of family compact, where all its mem
bers are wiBe, where all are prudent, where all are truly 
pious. But that it is the natural tuition of this school 
which corrupteth its pupils, I scruple not, in this most 
sacred place, most positively to deny. Nor will I ever 
flinch from the most scrupulous examination, if fairly 
called upon, to defend, before the king or the people, in 
public or private, this assertion that I have just now 

11 In a.n imaginary invasion sketch, which appeared in the public papers 
about the time when this sermon Willi written, we llnd the following striliing 
pusage, which made a great impl'llllllion upon the public :-" London 
pillaged-the doors of private houses forced-fathers butchered in the 
piSmce of their chil~hurches broke open and church plate plun
dered-pews and altars converted into stabling-four bishops murdered, 
who had taken refuge in Westminster Abbey-the screams or women 
a.nd children mix with the cries of the French soldiers, shouting viw 14 
rrpubliqu8 !-St. Martin's church converted into a d~p&t for the property 
acquireii by pillage !" 

1' The defamers of our noble Order, howeorer, are not deterred by triftes, 
but repeat objectioiiB which have beea refuted again and again ; fmJr1 
DSW opponent appropriating to himself tJle credit of the argwneDt. 
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made respecting the purity of the natural tuition of this 
IChool, i. e. a M:uona lodge.11 

Haa the citizen, in hia national, In hia neighboutly, or 
in hia domestic concerns, any religious obligation of 
thought, word, or action, to fulfil, surely thia obligation, 
ia enforced, ia bound upon him, in hit masonic en~ 
menta, with tenfold energy, and with tenfold bonds. 
Nor can Scripture language itself more clearly explain, 
ot more powerfully enforce, hia varioua duties as a mem
ber of univera&l aociety, than that of the masonic lecture. 
It ia, indeed, a compilation of aoriptural instructive duty 
to God, aa the leading principle of all human actions, 
and by which will naturally be biaaeed all our conduct 
towards our fellow-creatures. Our duty to God is, in every 
M:aaons' Lodge which ia at all properly conducted, the 
leading and prevailing trait of every part of masonic tui
tion ; and where that ia the cue, surely you have every 
reason to expect, in every degree, from the youngest 
novitiate to tlle oldest member, these truly useful and 
truly ornamental character&-the faithful citizen, the good 
neighbour the virtuous husband, the tender father, and 
constant friend.11 

Firat, the Mason, if properly impreaaed with the in
structions of the masonic school, must be a faithful 
citizen. I know, with aome, thia characteristic, which 
we glory in, ia in the present moment aomewhat doubted; 
and becaute we profeea to have a secret in our Order, 

18 I would ay with Bishop W aU!on, in hia &moua Apol081 >-" It il 
an easy matter to am1118 0111'11elves and others with the pret.eDded iJDmo. 
ralities of Maeoos, and with the ridiculous doctrines which they themael.ves 
invtmt and father upon the Order; but a displa~ of ~uity or erudition 
upon auch subjects is much misplaced, since 1t exc1tes alinost in every 
~n an unavoidable 8U8picion of the purity of the IIOUJ"Ce from which 
IUch polluted atreau. have been derived." It will be obBened, tllat in 
tbe above ~ I ha?e substituted the word "118110118," for "prelata" 

w "The three great moral dut.ial, to God, yaar~hbour, and~" 
ays the old cllarge to an E. A. P., " you are atzictly to obaerve. To 
GOd, by holding his 1181118 in awe and veneration, ~ him aa the elrlet 
good, imploring his aid in landable purauitB, and supplicatiDg bill proteo
tioo oo 1rell-meU1t eadeav0111'8. To your neighbour, by alwaya ~ 
upoa tbe ~and CODiidering bini equally eotitled with 1oume1t to 
lliare tbe blelllings of Proviclelice, ~ are to render unto him th0118 
fir.VOUl'll and frieridly oftlcea which, m a similar situation, yo11. would 
expect to reoeive from him. ADd to~ by not abusing the boun1ies 
of Proviclslce, impairiag yoor lacul1ies by~. or iJebuing 70Uf 
prora.ioo b7 intAEpEnDDe." 
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which none, uninitated, can be acquainted with ; and 
becau• 111111y who profeiled themtelvea :Muons, have in 
many placel upon the Continent, put on Maaonry aa a 
cloak to oonce&l their political crimea, 10 I am not igno
rant that we of this oountiy, in this ~rt of our character, 
&nd in the })resent moment labour under a very unfavour
able ~i01on; but if we examine this fairly, how unfair 
il this cl&rk anapicion ; for, fint, anrely every man of com
mon tenl8 muri confeu that secrecy can be no true or 
determinate criterion of guilt; for Jesus, the author of the 
'beat, and, indeed, of the only true religion of the world, 
admonished his followers to perform almost all their 
dutiea in aecrecy, and some of hil own moat wonderful 
works of mercy and of power were performed apart from 
the public eye.• Yea, fie aought the wildemeea, the dis
iant valley, and the private garden, to perform many of 
hia most gracious works, botn of piety and of charity, of 
reproof ud of encouragement, of weeping and of rejoi~ing. 
8e0recy, then, can be DO true criterion Of guilt, however 
generally we e:~perienee that wickedneas and treachery 
may, for the peculiar reasons of auceesaor.impunity, seek 
the darker corners of the earth for the performance of 
tbeir evil deeda.21 

.A second oause of thia unfair suspicion, I cannot also 
but judge equally futile with the former-that Judaa 

• The fO!Irill poiDt of CellowBhip direct8 that it is the duty of a Mason 
to keep all1180Nta delivered to him as meh by a brother, a8 r.itbfally u 
he woiald keep his own ; because, by betraymg the trust, be might be 
lloing him the greaten !DJnry he could poesibly BU.Bt&in in this mort&lli!e. 
It woald be like the villatn;r of an 11881188in, who lurks in darlmeeB to stab 
Jail am~ when ll1W'JIIed, and least prepared to meet a foe. 

11 The obJection which hu been urgea against Freemasonry on the 
lllOQilC} of itll aecret character, is scareelywortb~v ooJJf any serious refutation. 
I~ baa beoome th!elldbare, aDd is naw aaed by envious and illiberal 
IDiDds. Ita fon:e is completely destroyed by collllideration tbat our 
J1t18teries need not be covered with the 'YBil or concealment to any worthy 
man,~ oar lodgal are open to all the~. But the traditiODil 
aDd e~~~tmie doctrines of our Order are too valualiie and too sacred to 
be ~tted to become the topic of conversation for every idler who mAy 
deaire to occupy his momenta or leisure in speeulations ~n subjectll 
w:hieh require much previous atndy aod preparation to quauty the critic 
for an ecpitable judgment. Renee they are preserved, like a rich jewel 
iD ita eaaket, in the leCl'8t recEl8l!eB of our lodge, to be brougoht forth only 
when tbe ctll'eiDODiea with which their exhibition is accompanied, haYe 
hllpired tbat eolemnity of feeling by which alone they Bhoold be apo 
proaehed. (llackeTs Luicon, p. 2'19.) 



covered hia covetouaneaa with the cloak. of charity, and 
afterwards betrayed bia master' with a kiss, could, I am 
sure common charity must allow, be no censure upon the 
love of John, the zeal of Peter, or the penevering faith
fulneu of all the rest of Christ's .disciples. 

Further, and still more to the detection of fallacy. 
Can, I would ask you, can the complicated villainy of a 
foreign prince be any censure upon the complicated JfO()d.. 
ness of our national George? or, though &!most aO: the 
crowned heads of Europe have sacrificed their religion at 
the shrine of infidelity, is that a substantial, is it a fair 
reason, that our king, amidst all his exalted piety, should · 
be styled an infidel or an hypocrite? Surely no! Surely, 
aa rational beings, we pass no such unreasonable judg
ments ; and wherefore, then, though all the Masone upon 
the Continent, with all their leaders, their princes, their 
noblea, and their illuminati, were firat infidels, and then 
traitors,• shall that stain, indelible aa it may yet remain 
-shall that stain sully the character of the ~:,!: 
Mason, whether noble or common? or brand with · y 
that illustrious character who waves, with triumphant 
glory, his royal hand over the Masonry of this country? 
Surely, for Christian charity's sake, we hope not; nay, we 
firmly believe far to the contrary. And as an advocate, 
both zealous and determined--as an advocate for this 
Order, from the strongest conviction of ita excellency, 
both in politica and in patriotism, I scruple not to chal
lenge our bitterest reviler to fix upon one Bingle Muon 
who dare affirm, that in any of our tranaaetiona, whether 
public or private, there is a sin~le trait, either sentimental 
or practical, in all our maaowc Order, which bears not 

• Tbe flrat la!aon taught to- a candidate in the lodaea of Illuminiam 
was this -;-" Men originally led a patriarchal life, in wlrlch eveey fatl&o 
of a family was the sole lord of hill house and hill property, while he 
himself pOaseaied general freedom and equality. SubaeqUentJ.y they 
became corrupted, and were oppreased, and sulfefed unspealiable misery. 
To recover themselves, and to procure full liberty and ~ty, DiaD must 
dispense with all political BU.pports, and particWa.rly With rUlers. Thil 
CBD be done in no other way but by aecret 88110Ciati01111, which will, b7 
degrees and in silence, p088e111 themselves of the government of tbe state&, ana make use of those means for this purpose which the wicked use for 
attaining their base ends. By the wicked, princes and prieata ere parti
cularly meant, whose hands we must tie up by means of tiaeae &alOOiaticlll, 
that we may ultimately root them out altogether." I I I 



THE II.ASON 8 LODGB. ilG 

even the very enthusiasm of loyalty 't- and whilst, from 
long experience of every national, domestic, and re
ligious b1eBBing we enjoy, we cannot but adore our king 
as our tender father, so, also, doubting not the excellency 
of his hereditary aucceasor, as men we cannot but love 
him as our prince, as :Masons, we cannot but adore him 
as our Grana Muter.11 Nor further, my friends do I fear 
to challenge any accuser of the brethren to this additional 
enquiry, i.e. that of counting over your national volun
teer corps; and amongst them :Masons innumerable you 
shall fuid, in scarlet and in blue, with the sword and 
with the bayonet, with the heart and with the fortune, 
ready-yea, almost enthusiastically ready, to lay down 
their lives for their king and for their prince, for their 
country and for her laws.• A Masons' lodge is a houae 
indeed of loyal ~atriotiam ; and firmly fixed upon the 
seven pillara, it wtll, I doubt not, firmly stand the teat of 
every trial. whether of contest or of solicitation.• 

• The doctrine of Freemasonry," says Bro. Jieaus, of Southampton, in 
an ldclrela to the brethren, August 3, 1792, " embraoaa all the natural, 
moral, and political obligations of society. It direet.B us to fnlftl our dutr 
to our God, our king, our neighbours, and ourselves. It inculcates reve
rence, resignation and gratitude to Him who made and preserves u.
obedience and loyalty to him who in justice and clemency rul.es over u.
courtesy and amity to our neigbbour:--«Juity and omnpusion to all 
mankind. It teaches us to 11ity aod forg1ve our enemies, to lOYe aad 
reward our friends, to relieve the distret!lled, and cherish the neglected." 

" The MasoDB, at this eventfol period, used every meaus at their disposal 
to repudiate the chargee made against the Order, that it was a ..-ehicle for 
revofutionary pnrpoees. In an addre!a from our GraDel I..odRe to the 
Duke of Sudermania, signed by the Prince of Wales, as Graocl Master, 
in 1799, the following remarkable p~ occurs :-"Let us proscribe 
all those innovations which can enable either dangerons enthtllliasts or 
profligate conspirators to work in darknees, under the hallowed veil of 
our institution j and let our labours, like those or our predecessors, be 
characterized by our adoration of the Almighty, by our submisBioo to the 
government of our country, and by our love to our neighbour. These princi
ples will justify the protection which you receive from your august sover-
eign, and which we similarly enjoy uDder our inestimable father and kinlf." 

• The candidate is taught, at his first admission into the Order, to De 
exemplaey in the discharge or his civil duties, by never proposing, or at 
all countenancing, any act that may have a tendency to subvert the peace 
and good order or society; by paying due obedience to the laws of an;r 
state which ma7 for a time become the place or his residence, or aft"ord 
him its protection ; and above all, by never losing Bight of the allegiaDce 
due to the sovereign of his native land; ever rememberinlr that nature 
has implanted in every man's breast a sacred and indissoluble attachment 
to that country from which he has derived his birth and infant nurture. 

• It is an uDdoubted fact that this country was indebted for its safi5ty, 
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Again, to the excellencies af a :l_)atriotiam, exceeded 
by no 10eiety, there is taught also, In this house of wi~ 
dom, every neighbourly and domestic qualification that 
can give to human actiona their proper and characteristic 
excellency, or that can at once render her pupils useful 
and ornamental memben of aociety.11 Christian love, 
and ~bilanthropic benevolence, are amongst the most 
prominent features of our Order ; and whoever of our 
memben act not, u far u understanding and ability will 
allow, according to theae aentimenta, his profeuion is an 
empty name; be may, indeed, go in and out amon!!'t us, 
but be cannot be of us, for if be had been really and sen
timentally of us, he never could han departed from UJ in 
action. Indeed, the Christian description of moralit.r 
and domeaticism, is the only true description of maaoDic 
morality and of muonic domesticism ; for just u that 
deacribee what every man ought to be, so the masonic 
lecture forms and models her eve~ docile pupil. And 
whoever enters into that bouse, wb1cb this day Wisdom 
may be said to have newly built in this neighbourhood, 
though he entel'8 rough as the unpolished ublar, newly 
hewn out of the quarry; yet, if he is docile and zealous, 
soon, by the curious art of the Master Masons and their 
Fellowcrafta, will all this native roughness begin to 
vanish, and the polish of the most kind urbanity, and of 
the most refined humanity, will quickly appear in its stead, 
and show forth itself with all the graces of a meek. and 

in a grat measure, to the volunteer system, although :Mr. Wyndham 
violently opposed it in the House, asaerting that he considered it 6-om the 
ftrst " as a great, thoagh remote, BOUrce of danger to the country; he was 
afraid of it as an armed democracy. He maintained that the volunteer 
corps were not only undisciplined, but were characterized by a total 
incapacity for discipline ; they never could be capable of that discipline 
D.eCe8l!8ly to make them useful ; it waa aa impossible 88 to make a silk 
pU!'IIe o( a sow's ear I He entered his protest against the s~ con
vinced that it neither W88, nor could come to, good." (M:orrung Herald, 
Dec. 13, 1803.) 

, n ia somewhat strange that the heathen \)hllosophers should have 
entertained correspondina- ideaa of the perfection of wisdom. " The 
gods," they said, "grantOO us a guide to conduct us through these uncer
tain path& This guide is wisdom, which is the greatest good, 88 igno
rance is the greatest evil. Wisdom is enlightened reaaon, which, divesting 
the objects of oar hopes and rears or their false colours, shows them to U8 

such 88 they are in themselves, fi.J:es oar nnsetf.!.ed iu~ts, and deter
mines oar Will, by the sole force of evidence." ( .AlJac:llarmB, voL iii. p. 4.39, 
with authorities.) 
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quiet .,irit.• Hence, if the initiate truly and efFectual· 
ly reee1vea the instruction& of our aecret royal art, you 
will find him readily and conatantly practiaiug all those 
duties which are ever esteemed the beat ornaments of 
human society, the strongest proofa of Chriatianity; and 
b)' which alone we can either perform any part of the 
d1vine will, or be uaeful in society one to the other.• 
Yes, in this Order, my frienda, is found-wherever ita 
members are truly what they profeu to be--in thia 
Order is found, in all their beat excellencies, thoae grand 
cb&raeteristica of human glory-the husband, the father, 
the brother, and the friend. 

Firat the husband ; in this 888ertion I ahall at firat aeem 
a little paradoxical to the female part of my bearers, for 
I am very unpleasantly acquainted, that they are aom&
what restrained in in their approbation of our Order f' 
because they mistak.ingly imagine, that that aecreay 
which we pretend to, may have a tendency to bold back 
that univeraal communication, which is 10 much. the bond 
and felicity of the matrimonial state f 1 but let my tair 
auditors believe me, that the laws of Masonry command 
us to withhold nothing from them which can possibly add 
anything in the least degree to their felicity ; and that, 
thataecrecywbich we pretend to, and with which they are, 
I believe, sometimes not a little angry, is more a bond of 
union amongat ourselves, than it is any key of depriva-

• Withoo.t a qaiet spirii llMonry will be uaelees. It is ~ such 
• spirit that MaSoary has beeo eetabliabed, aod this is Qou]y tbe apirit ol 
a Christian. 

• .A.moogst other duties, he is taught to practi11e universal beDefloeoce; 
to be eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame ; that whenever, in his pro
gret!B throo.gh life, he should meet with a worthy man, and particularly 
a brother, io a state of distress, he should feel himself bound to stretch 
forth the right hand of fellowship, to comfort, succour and protect him. 

• They ought not to be so ; for ther. are our earliest and best iostruo
tors. Eveo Robison could say: " While mothers in the M!pectable sta
tioos of life continue to inculcate on the tender miods of their sons a vene
ration for the precepts or religion, their pliant children, receiving their 
instructions along w1th aft'ectionate ca.resees, get impressions which are 
BUl'e to protect them from the impull!e8 of youthful paarions, till ripening 
ye&n~ have fitted their minds for listening to serious iostructioo. from 
their public teachers." 

11 "-who make the best teachers?" aab an .American writer. And he 
answers : " virtuous and stro~mioded mother9, addicted to domesticit;r, 
and the manufacture of dumpliogs." There is more truth than poetry m 
this, if philoeophy could find it out. 

16 
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tion to them, of all, or indeed of any, of thoee tJaougbta 
aud affection• of our aouls, by which the heart of evety 
Mason ia united to that of his better self, his beloveil 
wife.81 And this I am bold to declare, that if ever lla
aonry was made the channel of any hueband giving one 
unquiet moment to his wife, that man is, by thia his un
natural conduct, the very disgrace of llaaonry, the most 
vile accuser of the brethren. and an horrid blasphemer of 
all good and of all holy things. Yes, my female hearers, 
for whose felicity I will be always most anxious, the 
good Mason must be the good husband; and what, per
haps, will be still more pleasing to the tender hearts of 
my present female friends, he must be also a good 
pa,rent.111 Yes, so far from Masonry posaessing anything 
which may tend to estrange us from these our best affec
tions, the wife of our bosom, or the offspring of our per
sona, that in every maaonic engagement, nay, even in our 
moat pious laboun, we are strictly charged to yield and 
aurrenaer our whole souls to that charity and love, that 
affection and duty, which nature gives. Yes, which 
nature gives to the wife, and also to the child. Theae 
dearest and undivided objects of our affection, firmly 
bound up by every string of the heart,34 and u well pro
vided for as our best exertions, both of body and mind, 
will admit of; then, with whatever remains, whether of 
the affections of the soul, or of the remnants of proper
ty and fortune, we hope we have no selfish passion, no 
grovelling or covetous de!rlres. No, Maaonry, in all her 
lessons, ibrbids the smallest indulgence of any of these 

311 So far from Masonry being productive of an unkiDdly feeliDg 
between husband and wife, it encourages domestic quietnetl!, and recom
mends its members to be good husbandS, fathers, and friends. 

• The exclusion of females is not peculiar to Freemaaoury, or to the in
stitutions of any age or country. .Amongst the heathens, females were 
not admitted to some of their sacred rites and ceremonies. .AB to the 
Jews, the males only were eoneemed in many things both of a civil and 
sacred nature. No female might be admitted to an inheritance with 
a male ; they hnd no share in the civil government, or in the priesthood ; 
males were to appear three times a year before the Lord ; but, accordiDg 
to their oral law, women and servants were exempted. The male Jews 
valued theDI861ves very much becall81l they were Israelites and not GaD
tiles ; men and not women ; free men and not servants. (Burder's Orien
tal Customs, vol. ii., p. 371.) 

at Here nature displays itllelf in such strikiog colours that all mankind 
mu~ admit its truth. 
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aordid aft'ectiona ; and the heart of every good Muon is, 
bY. the same spirit of benevolence and love, by which it 
ddfuaes happiness at home, equally expanded, though in 
lesaer, because in more numerous atreama, to diffuae bap
pinees abroad. Firat to our brethren, and then to all the 
world. For the child in distrees, the Mason's boaom baa 
always an open corner; where, like his dignified Master, 
the Saviour of the world, he frequently carries the 
lambs of the flock. For virtuous sorrow, the Mason'• 
eye hu always at least the pitying tear; and he thus 
truly enjoys the lnxury of a tear, in weeping with those 
who weep."111 

To instruct the ignorant and defend the female orphan, 
we have not only our own peculiar aaylum, but we have 
also our mite, wherever these pious institutions may at 
any time seek our additional or extraordinary aid. To 
wipe away the widow's tear, and heal the rankled bosom 
of iiistreu, muonic pit.y and masonic benevolence bold 
out in the hand of clianty, the richest cordial of comfort, 
sincere endeavour, the softest balot of commiseration, 
zealous exertion.• The fleece of his flock is always ready 
to make garments for the naked and the uncovered, the 
wheat of his floor· is always ready to be threshed for the 
hungry, his cruis_e of oil and h1s barrel of ~eal never 
cease to be divided, till they fail in their produce ; and 
wherever any distress may be found to be beyond the 
limits of his ability and fortune, though grieved he baa 
no more to give, he gives his hearty wish, he breatbea 

• See " Grandliche N achricht von Orden der Freimaurer ; Frankfort, 
1768." "L'Etoile Flamboyante, ou Ia 8oci6t6 des FranCI!189ons, con
sider6e 8CJU8 tous lea ~; Frankfort, 1766." Bee also, "De Plichten, 
W etten, of .Aigemeine, Begelen der V rye Metzelaren ; Haag, 1 778." It 
sometimes llllf'Ortunately hap~ that the brethren do not always act 
agreeably to the above priuctples. See Preston's " State of Facts, 1 778," 
~ially from p. 82 to the end; and at the present da;y, a pamphlet 
With the eiguiiicant motto from Shakespeare, " What time 18 it r Time to 
be honest." 

• " Pure religion and UBdeftled before God and the Father is this : to 
visit the &therleBB and widows iu their afBiction, and to keep himeelf 
UDBpOtted from the world." (James i., 27.) "Now the end of the com
mandment is charity out of a pure heart, and a ~ coii8Cience, and .faith 
~." (1 Tim. i., 5.) "~or the grace of God that briugeth salva
tion, hath appeared. unto all men; teaching us that denying ungodl.iua 
and worldly lasts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in this 
preeent world." (Titus ii., 11.) 
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bia anxioua aigh, he prays his fe"ent prayer ; tbeee, my 
beloved hearers, these are the lessons which are taught 
in the house which, when Masonry employs the archi
tect, wisdom buildet.h ; the fear of God, the honour of 
the king, the love of the brotherhood, and good will to 
all mankind.17 

Now to the membera of this newly constituted lodge 
in this neighbourhood, I addreaa myself with the moet 
aerioua concern, and with all the anxiety of the most 
affectionate brotherly love. I charge you before God, 
and under the authority of our highly worthy Pro1Qncial 
Grand Master, I most seriously charge you before God, 
that you make manifest proof to all around you, that 
wisdom and goodness, not folly and vice, hath here in
deed built her bouse, in the consecration of the Jacob'• 
Lodge ; and indeed may all those same blesaings of the 
Grand Architect 6f universal nature rest upon you, which 
rested upon that holy patriarch, after wliose name, as a 
body, ye are called; yes, with a numerou11 progeny of 
holy brethren, may he bleaa you ; and with corn, and 
wine, and oil, may he continually sustain them, and their 
families, and their households. Let the piety of that 
holy patriarch, after whom you have so religiously 
chosen tQ be named, be always the standard of all your 
actions; let his confidence in his God, in all his tribu
lations, be the standard and pattern of all lour religious 
exercises ; and may the same God descen by the three 
grand rounds of the holy patriarch Jacob's ladder, faith, 
hope, and charity,• and give you all that lively trust 
and confidence in your holy patron's God, which guicied 
all the future conduct of the truly pious Jacob.• 

To the rest of you my brethren, as also to the whole 
of this congre~ation, I give my best thanks for your very 
amiable and p1ous attention to these my zealous, though 

rr Masoory embraces all IIIIUikind in a bond of universal brotherllood. 
If a Mason be in distress, we 8B8ist him, withoot enq · · into hie reli
giou &ith, his education, or his country. It is eno~r 1111 to Jmow 
tlla.t he is a brother aDd in want. 

• For a foll explanation of the8e masonic virtues, the reader ill ftlerred 
to a &mall volume of Pulpit Addreseee by the Editor, called "Jaoob'l 
I..dder," lately published by Bro. Spencer. 

111 His celebrated dream and conference with the .Almighty, 11'8 depicbld 
in a Maaons' lodge by a aeriea of permanent symbols. 
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very bumble endeavours, of cautioning the brethren uni
veJially, not in any inetaoce to let their good be evil 
epoken of; or from any cause, to suffer strangera to con
cfemn, untried, this our institution, which I auure you 
is ancient u the universe, pure as the Maker of thai 
univeJ'IIe, and beloved, 1 may truly B&y, by all, both high 
and low, rich and poor, who have made· trial of ita ex
cellencies. 

PRAYER. 

Almighty Father of Mercies ! God of all grace and 
truth ! source of all true wisdom ! Bless, we pray- thee, 
with the light of thy truth, and the sanction of thtne all
glorious presence, this usembly of thy people, now proe
tra.te before thee; lift upon us the light .of thy counte
nance, and B&ve us with an everluting salvation. May 
the present asaembling ourselves together meet with 
such a portion of thine approbation, that we may all be 
truly tienefited, and thy name everlastingly glorified. 
As members of our particular society, may we be all 
united in the true bonds ·of brotherly love, lind may the 
true fear of God so influence every bond of our sacred 
union, that our masonic principles may bear the true in
signia of all Christian perfection. Let thy holy bJessing, 
most gracious Jehovah, rest upon the peculiar engage
ments of this day ; and as we have both publicly and 
privately most earnestly invoked the sanction of thy 
power, thy wisdom, and thy holiness, upon the house 
this day consecrated to thy glory, so we now conclude 
with earnestly beseeching thee; to give to us that bleu
ing which no one can revoke, and that sanction which 
no one can disannul. 

May the members of this lodge, upon which we at this 
time peculiarly implore thy bleBSing, each of them enjoy 
and participate those rich blessings, which the richne88 
of thy invariable promise bestowed upon that holy patri
arch, after whom they are most religiously named. May 
their teachers be enabled to cultivate in the minds of the 
present members, and in the hearts of all future novitiates, 
th08e three grand principles of the Christian religion, 
which are in the masonic symbols always acknowledged 
as the three grand rounds of that conveyance of the 

·, 

• i 
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descent of the Spirit of God upon that holy patriarch. 
Yes, graciou1 Father, may all theee people liave that 
faith, which is the substance of thing• hoped for ; the 
evidence of tbinga not eeen. May they poueBB that sure 
hope and confidence, in all the future realities of eternity, 
that shall at all times caat a plea~ant insignificanc)" upon 
all temporal felicities, trials, and distresses. And may 
they all posseu that true Christian maaonic charity, that 
shall give them in their hearts and in their bosoms, all 
the true and unabating felicity of the love of God ; and 
produce in their actions, all the true and substantial 
etfects of an unadulterated love of their fellow-creatures. 
And above all, may it be truly found, that aa in every 
masonic bosom, there alwaya remaineth faith, hope, and 
charity, that in the life of every brother, the greatest of 
these, according to the apostolical picture, the greatest 
of these is charity. To tlie true effect of this great, this 
truly Christian _purpose, rest thou, Almighty Jacob's 
Father, upon th1s maaonic aasembly now before thee ; 
and with all the energetic powers of thy divine and hea
venly influence, generate in every soul, those holy prin
ciples of divine and heavenly charity, that shall influence 
the hand, the heart, and the conduct, superior to every 
human prejudice; and we, one and all, Christians and 
masonic Christians, be brethren. Make us useful mem
bers of society ; preserve us from the religious and the 
political defections of the age in which we live ; fearing 
God truly, may we honour the king loyally; and may 
this masonic petition be fully answered, " that God would 
bless the king, and give righteousness to the king's son." 
May the enemies of our country, whether within or with
out, be overturned in all thetr most violent attempts; 
subverted in all their most private schemes; and at last 
converted to their own true interests, namely, the love 
of all those things, which give honour to God, safety to 
his anointed, and peace to the world at large. 

Gracious Father ! we pray for all mankind ; that thou 
wouldest send thy gospel of peace into every comer of 
the world, and its holy influence into every comer of 
every human heart. Bring together the Jew, the Turk, 
the Infidel ; and let all join, not only the professed, but 
the really converted Christian ; that we may now see 
the beginning of that happy day, when thy true and 
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•ving knowledge shall fill the earth, as the waten do the 
channels of the sea. Yes, holy Father ! give us a small 
tute of that prospect, when all intelligent nature shall 
begin to participate that universal restitution, which 
shall bend the revolting univene to nature's God; and 
thou, who really art so, begin to be acknowledged; 
truly the all in all. Great God ! dismiss us now with 
thy holy, thy benevolent ble&~ing; in the name and 
through the merits of that same Jesus, to whom with 
thee, and the Holy Spirit, we ascribe as unto one God, 
eternal and everlasting praises. ~ aU. Amen. 

HYMNS, 

&&roa& TH& P&.UU roa TK& IU ... 

r. 
0 tboa, whole dread AlmlghtJ haDd, 

lAid the fOUDdati0111 of the world ; 
Whoee power no creature can wi1hltaud, 

Whole ~ce on th7 foe~ il had'c1. 

n. 
Tboa, who with maJeat1 dhiue, 

BaA clothed the he&veae with radia&n lfsla; 
Ordlm'd tbe IIWl .,. day to IinDe, 

.ADd form'd the JllOOD to rule the mpt. 
m. 

To thee our I!ODgll of praiae we briug, 
To thee addnB! our Anmt prayer; 

With leogtb of da711 crown GeorKe oar Kiug, 
ADd mAke oar laDd th7 special cue. 

IV. 

8o lhall the waud'riDg natiODI own, \ 
All 'rictory from thee il rf'Ml j 

.ADd view thee .. the OOrDel' ltoae, 
Whereon we brethrfm baild oar ._,.._ 
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881'0Q QUOII. 

I. 

Willa David's BOll with wolldrou lkiD, 
A temple did prepare; 

Iarael with r.al his aoarta did 6U 
Aod God WliB honoar'd there. 

n. 
Oeleetial rays of ldoriou lilfht 1 

Tbe 8ICI'ed wa!Ta contain~ 
The pure re~ce day and night., 

'WWI awfnlloroe remain'd. 

m. 
0 may th1 preBl08, gracio111 Lord, 

I.u our assembly be ; 
Enli«hteD 111 to .lmow th1 word, 

Tliat we may honour thee. 

JV. 

ADd when the bal tramp llhiD IIOllDil, 
To~ the world or aiD; 

WithfD tli~ oourtB may we be bmll, 
EtAnally abut. in: 

~•••uo•. 

I. 

I.a Jacob's eom their voices raiae, 
To Zion's glorious King; 

ADd in eDited lltzaiDe of Jniaa, 
Loud HalleluJahs sing. 

• 1 .l{.lllp .uL ~ 1.1, I ObrGa. 'II. .... 
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THE .MASONIC JEWELS. 

PBBACRBD AT lii.AIDSTONB1 JUNB Z7 1 1799, A.T TfB AlfliiJ 

VBRS.A.B.Y PBOVINCLAL GBA.ND LODGB POB TIIJI CO'l1NTY 
OP B.BNT, 

u ..4.nd tJwy_ shall be mine, IGith. tJw .J.md of HOIU, in that day tDhm I mo.W 
up my JttJJeu, and 1111ill 'PflTI tlwm 111 a man 6paretll hi• OtDJ& Son that 
alrwlh lim." · 

K.u.oa 1 Ill. 17. 

Tm:u is perfect beauty in all the works of God. 
When he had finished creation, his own eye, which is 
alwa7s infinitely perfect in discernment, and ever unsul
lied 1n judgment, pronounced that all wru fNmJ good. In 
his providence, such is the excellency of his guidance, 
and the universality of his care-his knowledge, and his 
protection,-that a sparrow falleth not to the ground 
without his permission ; and the very hairs on our heads 
are aU numoered. In the work. of redemption, that 
superior-if any one work of God can have any peculiar 
mperiority over another-that superior e1fort of his inhe
rentJoodness, shines with a lustre which is worthily 
ado:~~ by angels, which is inexpressible in all the most 
powerful etrorts of human language, and which eternity, 
past, }>resent, and to come, is alone long enough fully to 
explafu. In his preeent and in hia future judgment, and 
iD all ihe eft'ecta of that judgment, whether present or 
future, which, with respect to our rresent or our eter
nity of existence, may be termed hl8 final work-there 
ia an equal beauty as in all his former. He always does 
and he always will, with infinite wisdom, with the 
.trictest justice, and with the most unspotted righteoue
neaa, disCern between the righteous ADcl tbe Wicked; 
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between him who serveth him, and him who serveth 
him not; between him who entereth into, with a desire 
to perform, the sentiments of divine determination, and 
him who runneth counter to the counsels &nd wisdom 
of divine and irreproachable judgment. Yes, the former, 
i.e. the righteous, when he maketh up his jewels,' will 
immediately enjoy that glorious selection of being his. 
The latter, i.e. the wicked, will require and therefore 
must endure all tho severity of the refiner's fire. The 
former, i.e. those who enter into with a desire to per
form the sentiments of divine determination, will, not
withstanding all the exertions of their enemies to the 
contrary, be immediatly spared, even with all that aft"eo
tionate pity with which a father spareth his own son 
that serveth him, from all severity of suffering and endu
rance, both of present and of future pupishment.2 The 
latter, i. e. those who run counter to the counsels and 
wisdom of divine and irreproachable judgment, will 
require and consequently must endure that strict and 
righteous chastisement and correction which is necessary 
for the restoration and renewal of that perfect order and 
that perfect beauty of that system of universal glory, 
purity, and felicity, for which universal nature wu 
mtended in its first creation-for which it is, in provi
dence, hourly supported-for which the God of nature, 
in the person and character of Jesus Christ, endured the 
cradle, the croBB, and the grave1-and for which all the 

1 In Masonry the jewels are implements of architecture, aud are of two 
kinds, the one moveable, and the other immoveable ; and they are termed 
Jewels because they have a moral tendency which renders them jewels of 
mestimable value. 

1 For the accomplishment of this .bapl_)y 00118UJDJD&tion the German 
Masons W!ed formerly to address a newly mitiated candidate thus: "0 
thou, whom we have initiated in the doctrines of wisdom, son of virtue 
and Criendship, listen to us, and open thine heart to the serious precepts 
of truth. we will show thee the path to bappine!B or life,--the way in 
which thou mayest please thy Creator ; how thou mayst employ ll'ith 
benign success, for the benefit or mankind, all the means whiCh Provi
dence has entrusted thee with, and thus procure thyself' the 88Cl'ed ,Plea
IRU'ell or benevolence I" .And then the Master f~rooeeded to explain all 
the relative and social dutiee which it behoved him to practise. 

'The .masonic lectures which were in 1186 when oar Bro. Inwood 
preached the above sermollll, referred the number five, in the Fellowc:rafta' 
degree, to the birth, life, death, n!8Ul'reCtion, and ascension of our blessed 
Saviour, which were explained Mriotim. 
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work both of preeent and future judgment, consistent 
with the euential glory of the divine mind, is so emi
nently calculated to produce. 

To a serious consiaeration of this selection of distribu
tive justice, in some degree in all the present, and fully 
and finally in all the future determinations of divine judg
ment,• our text eminently refers, upon every occaSion
whether public, aa in the present instance, or private, u 
in our general sphere of action-the Christian preacher 
and the Christian hearer ; and that also in every cha
racter be sustains, whether aa the offapring of his Creator 
or the eompanion of hill aasociates in the world. And how 
far the words which I have now delivered, as the motto of 
my present addreu, may be made applicable to our present 
meeting,5 I feel no hesitation in Teaving to the eandour 
of that part of my audience for whom I am in the present 
moment particularly engaged, and whose affectionate 
partiality 1 have, upon so many prior occaaions, so very 
universally and, however unworthily, so particularly en· 
joyed. And that it can by any means be irrelevant to 
the experience and sentiments of the other part of my 
present hearers, my fears are wholly banished by their 
very respectable appearance, and by their very Chris
tian-like b.ehaviour. 

The judgment of God then, I proceed to observe, both 
in its present and future determinations, produces this 
selection of distributive justice; i. e. that it distinguishes 
between the righteous and the wicked; between him 
who serveth God and him who serveth him not. The 
former, i. e. the righteous and him who serveth God, aa 
our text particularly expresseth, it spareth in the present 
from all severity of judgment, and it rewardeth in the 
future with that high, that inexpressible, and that distin-

fuishing badge of glory and honour and felicity, which, 
suppose, cannot fail of being fully understood in that 

elegant and expressive term of being his, when he mak.eth 
up the jewels of his k.ingdom.8 

4 It was long suppoeed, both by Jews and Christi&~~~~, that this judg
ment would take place in the Valley of Jehoshaphat, near Jerusalem; 
and it was, therefore, introduced into the lectures of Masonry. 

• This was, I am inclined to think, the last masonic sermon our worthy 
brother ever preached. 

• The doctrine of rewards and punishments is pecnlial' to Cbriltiallity: 



8BlUION XII. 

Our su~~eet, then, divideth itself into two parts. Firat, 
by way ot instruction, the description of a character. 
Secondly, by way of encouragement to the obtainment 
of that character, ita present preservation and ita future 
rewards; which we will endeavour pratic&lly to improve 
11 we proceed by a faithful application to both the distin
guishing parts of the preaent congregation, namely, thoae 
who are Masons and thoee who are not Maaons.1 

First, the character. This character, which by way 
o( instruction I would endeavour at this time to exhibit 
to your attention, is depicted both in the veree preced
ing our text and in that which follows it, and is deacn"bed 
with those peculiar appelhltions, which are always, or 
at least very generally, used u expre88ing a character 
of the highest worth-of the most universal excellency. 
If you only say, as in the verse preceding our text, "A.! 
.fearelA God and thinketh'UJK»' hu NarM," you must acknow
ledge, for I am sure conscience will acknowledge, that to do 
this habitually, he must be universally a good man; and 
that for this simple reason, the habitual fear of God will 
ever be an habitual antidote to all evil and to &11 Ilia. 
But agai&, if you say, as in the veree following our text: 
"'M u riglateotu and lerf1eth God," it is the very laDle both 
in nature and in degree; be is a ~od man and a good 
Christian, and if he be a Mason he ts also a good Muon.• 

and the re&llJTeCtion of the body ill symbolized in the third degree of 
Muonry. 

' This division ia eaaentially 'lllll!tul in a masonic llel'lllOII, becua ii 
aft'orda the preacher an opportunity of applying his subject to both. 

• The morality of MasOnry is the morality of Christianity. And hcnr 
wu it introduced into the world f Whl by divine inspiration. Ita 
author, in enema~ al!pearuce, waa a Jewish peiiSIIIt, the aoo of a 011'
peater, living with hi8 father and mother in a remote province in PU. 
tine, until the time that he produced himself in his public character. He 
lwl no JDIIIIter to instruct or prompt him ; he had read no boob but the 
works of Moaes and the l':!~ts ; he had visited no J?Oliabed cities; he 
ilad received no laoos Socr&tes or PJato...-notb.iDg to fbrm in him 
a taste or juda'ment difRlrent from that or the rest of his COIUltrymen, aDd 
of~ of the aame rank of life with himself. Suppoeing it to be true, 
which it is not, that all his points of morality might be picked out of 
Greek and BoiD&Il writ.iJJ8a, they were writings wliich he liad never aeeo. 
Su~ them to he no more tllan what 80ID6 or other had taqht ia 
vanOQII times and placeB, he could not collect them together. WhO were 
hla OOidjaton ia the Ulldertakii¥t-the perBOilll into wlloae baDda the reli
gion came after hie death? A lew fishermen upon the Jake of Tiberiu, 
,..... jalt • 1UIIIdaoMed, aod, b t.ba purpca of framilw !'lib ol 
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Tbe first, the moat prevalent trait in hia character ia, 
then, this-he feareth and he serveth God. Now thit 
part of my subject I would tbua introduce: hia aervice of 
hie God is eminently descriptive of the nature of hia fear 
of God; for, my friends, I am well penuaded that there 
ia a fear of God, which may be inatilled into the minds of 
men, and which indeed many, I am sorry to observe, 
without any reflection upon any of my present audience, 
of my profeNion endeavour to tnatil; and againat which 
I ahall ever think it one of my firat duties in the Cbrit
t.ian ministry to enter a positive caveat. There is a fear 
of God which will never, I am well perauaded, produce 
any service truly acceptable to him. For instance, to 
fear him as an austere sovereign, difficult to please and 
captious in hia choice of service ; to fear him as a cruel 
tyrant, little noticing and seldom deigning to accept even 
the moet humiliating services of his creatures; to fear 
him as a hard and churlish Master, ever anxious to reap 
where be has not aowed, ever covetous to gather where 
he baa not strewed-is a fear more. becoming the sojoum· 
ing Israelites in the land of Egypt before their unrighte
ous taskmasters--is a fear more becoming the trembling 
alaves of a Nero's arbitrary sceptre-or, indeed, is a fear 
more becoming the more modern mockery of the "liberty 
and equality" of the trembling slaves of a French Direc
tory.8 But to fear God, as he ought to be feared, and 
which alone can produce that service with which be can 
pouibly be pleased, is, if we may compare the high 

morality, 1111 unpromising as himself. Suppoee the miasion robe r«JJ, all 
this ia accounted for; but without reality, it is very difticult ro ezp]ain 
how such a system should proceed from such perBODS. (See P&ley'a 
Evidences of Christianity, part ii., c. 2.) 

• Tile following linea were written on a blank leal of a copy of the :m. 
~ of the French Revolution, during the late sbuggle for freedom iD 
8Wltlerland, by a friend and brother :.-

I hate mock f'reedom'• ftalltio noiM, 
Her canting, pbil&Dthropic voice, 

Thoee crocOdile effu sione, 
Praotia'd upon the righta ol1111111 
B:r_every villain charlatan, 

With iuagioal delueioDL 
While helri.e shall beat, and teen lball low, 
I'OI'J>ublio wrong and private woe, 

We weep tboee II&VIIfte crimea. 
Ambition, lzeachery, fraud, aud apoil, 
K!7. VeupaDOe ~p them ill hili tuil, 
~ to mOdern timee. 
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things of the spirit with the things natunl to OU!' preaent 
experience, ana in any degree equivalent to our present 
knowledge, is to fear him as an affectionate child regardt 
the paternal authority, however firm, of his tender and 
indulgent father-is to fear him as the faithful servant 
regards the ·kind, however penevering, authority of hia 
kind and benevolent master-is to fear him as the sub
ject of a free and well-regulated government regards the 
authority· of him who is indeed his supreme yet fatherly 
governor.10 Now, from a fear like this, may justly be 
expected a service honourable and beneficial to the 
served, and pleasing and easy to the performer of the 
service. As a child, he liatens with tlie most anxious 
attention, and obeys with the moat willing alacrity; 
every command bean to him the voice of love, and all obe
dience ia the act of affection. And, further, he who thua 
fean God will anticipate all, the very extremity of com
mand, rather than procrastinate ev~o the lenityofr~uest; 
indeed, his request will be that of Samuel in the vision of 
the night-" rpeak Lord, for thy 1em1.11t keo.red&;" or with 
the astonished Paul in his journey to Damaacn&-"Lord, 
wkat wilt thou luwe me to tlbP" He who thus feareth God 
will nev~r wait, like the slothful servant, to know what 
part of the command he may avoid with impunity; but 
1s rather anxious for the incre!l.8e of the command, that 
he may prove the reality of his affection, by the zeal and 
activity of his obedience. These, aud only these, are 
the valuable sacrificell of tile law, and of that obedience 
to the command, with which God is well pleased. It is 
from love alone we can ever fully complete the tables 
of the covenant, or ever justly fulfil the standard of 
divine obedience. In vain ia every oblation of the new 
moon, or even of the holy sabbath itself, upon any other 

w In a German masonic addrees, the following p8llll8ge occurs : " Prar 
to God for the preservation of kings, and exert all thy powers in favour 
of thy country. Bhonld'st thou ever neglect this aa.cred duty--eoald 
thy heart not beat with joy at the dear names of thy country and prince 
~very Mason would turn thee away as a distmber of public traDqUillity 
and onler, and an outcast that does not deserve to partake of the prero
gative of a society that has particula.r claims upon the esteem and couft
dence of the sovereign P.C?wer ; becaUBe, animated with patriotism aDd 
.real to form the beet Cltizens, she makes it an invariable law for her 
pupils to fulftl all civil duties in the most distinguished mauner, and from 
t.be purest motives." 
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principle. No! love alone, says Jesus, is the fulfilling 
of the law.11 

Listen, my friends, but a single moment, to the pleas
ing voice of natural affection; attend, my beloved bearers, 
in any single instance to the commands of disinterested 
friendship; and these alone, according to their degree, 
are the true standards for any measurement of that divine 
and religious obedience, which proceeds from the true 
fear of God. With this love the ~ajesty of heaven sits 
high enthroned in all his creatures' bosoms. With this 
love, the sceptre of the Almighty easily bears its sovereign 
sway over every affection of his creatures' hearts; and 
with this love, the human soul soars above all human 
distinctions, and all human impedimenta, and flies npon 
the wings of obedience, to rest for ever upon the security 
of divine approbation.12 

But aga10, the truly righteous not only fulfils, in a very 
superior degree, the first part of his character in the fear 
ana service of his God, but he is righteous in his character, 
in the moral sense of the word, and serveth his fellow
creature, from that same godlike principle of all godlike 
actions; namely, love.11f Now this ia tlie grand criterion 
of all human judgment, respecting the character of our 
fellow-creature. For, my friends, the intercourse of the 
human soul with ita Creator, in the exercise of love, or 
fear, or any of the consequent fruits of these, i.e. prayer, 
praise, adoration, and the like; this intercourse, no one 
but the spirit of the man .himself can possibly so clearly 
discriminate 88 in anr sense properly to pass either praise 
or censure. No! my friendS, it is secret all, betwixt me 

11 And in this divine sl'irit of love, St. John adds :-" It any man see 
his brother sin & sin whtch is not unto death, h& shall ask, and he shall 
give bim life for them that sin not unto death." (1 John, v. 16.) 

11 The best description of the opers.tion of charity or brotherly love 
tbs.t ever wu written, or that ever will be written, is contained in 1 Cor. 
xiii., which I would recommend every brother to read with attention, 
and to meditate upon it with seriousness. 

11 It is the excellence of the tii&SODic BJBtem, that it ennobles, renlatee, 
and directs brotherly love to proper objecta, and moders.tes it within due 
bonnds. Finding this princtple in tke hum&n mind, it does not banish, 
but encourage it; does not depress, but exalt it; does not al>&te, but 
promote itl It is conducted, by piety, to proper objects, is animated with 
the noblest expectations, and is trained up for perpetual exercise in a 
world where it shall be perfectly pnrilied, perfeCtly extended, and per
fectly rewarded. The aame thing baa been B&id or Christianity. 
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and my God; you know it not. It il secret allt betwixt 
you and your God ; I know it. not. This intercourse is 
apirit with apirit; and the bodily eye, or the bodily ear, 
are strangers, total strangers to all the operations of the 
spirit of a man with his Creator, or the spirit of the ·Lord 
with his creature mao.1' However, notwithstanding thil 
reciprocal secrecy of intercourse between God and man, 
there ia a clue by \'thich, with fair judgment, the criticism 
of just reason, and the aids of inspiration, there is a clue 
by which we are authorized, in some measure, to judge 
both of the nature, of the degree, and of the sincerity, 
reality, and utility of this intercourse. The argument of 
scripture, which we may alway• very justly style the 
trueat criticism of all just reason, stands thus: ''he that 
/met/a God, will love hil brother ouo;" and again, " he tAtu 
lOrJeth him tlu.r.t begat, Wveih him olio wlw il begotten of him." 
And this same principle of love, which produceth in 
the coaduet of the true Christian towards God our 
religious reverence and our spiritual service,15 must 
naturally produce in the conduct of the good man, 
the benevolent regard, the fraternal affection, and the 
tender and faithful ..ervices of man to man. When our 
Saviour, therefore, for his glory, saith; "ij ye lorJe me, 
keep my commandment~;" man says to man, and divine 
reaaoning every where authorizes this· similarity of re
quest; if you love me, evidence that love in your practice. 
It is practice only that can ever fully or substantially 
prove the truth or the reality of any sentiment, therefore 
we thus go on to argue and advise. Is man, under divine 
authority, your ruler and governor? render obedience to 
him, according to the measure of his authority ; thus 
l&ith 8Cripture: · "Aotwur to tMo. Aorwtw, fear to tMoll 
j«Jr."· 

1• And therefore, • we ftod the doctrine laid down in Taylor's Calmet, 
distinguishing or diacerning of spirits was a gift of God, which coDBiated 
in &ndiog out whether a mao were really iospired by the spirit of God, 
or wu a false prophet, &D impostor who only followed the impulee of biB 
owo spirit, or of Satan; and, therefore, St. John exhorts the Chriatiaoa 
to try the spirits whether they were of God, becawle maoy false propbeta 
bad gone out into the world. 

11 DiviDe love, which ia tbe charity ao mach celebratA!d in Fl'86IIIMODI1, 
produoea eTery blooming virtue ; and as it eoaurea the approbatioo of 
mao, ia certain also to be pleuing to God. 

•• There ia do virtue that is of IIIIlCh greater importance to the welt.re 
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Again, is man, by the aame distribution of divine jud(t
ment, your friend, your companion, your equal Y avotd 
any lWUmption of this equality in your conduct, for fear 
of the baneful poison of jealousy; aa scripture also aaith: 
" and Ia etJd atuftl fll.herl better thoa lri..Jf; 64 kindly 
n:ffection.ed ou toward. s;NJtMr 1l1ith lnotlaerly love, in hon
OMT priferring OM anotlaer; be not l&igh-minikd, ht /tar, for 
God tlXllttt.h t.4t l&'&llfJJle, and giMh gTQIJe to the IIIUk a114l 
lolllly." 

Again, al10, is man, who is your fellow-ereature ; wboae 
body is a eompolition from the aame mus of earth, and 
whose soul is breathed from the one and the aame source, 
from whence all life proceed•, and to which at leut all 
intelligent nature must return ; is thi1 man, I say, by the 
I&Ille ordination in the plan of Divine Providence, ap
p«»inted little, and low, and illiterate, and poor, and 
i.ftlicted, and oppreeaed, perhaps also diaeued and de
apiaed, oast out from the eoncoune of human obee"ation, 
is eateemed by many of his fellow-travellen in the world 
the filth of the earth, and the oftieouring of all things f 
brother Maaon! brother Cbriatian ! brethren all ! I pro
claim unto you, in the moat public manner, and I call 
upon you to lay this up in your minds, u a cireumatance 
that will be fully examined in that ~ming judgment, 
in which the sinner will be punished, and the saint aaved 
with an everlaating salvation ; yea, I proclaim to you 
that this very character, indigent as he is, whether iu 
body or in mind, this very character is your brother ;17 he 
baa a demand upon your affection, he baa an inherent 

of man than justice ; and whenever the character of a virtuous man is 
described in ~cripture, it is nsoally done by that one word, jnst, or 
rigbteomi. 1'bis 18 the expression which occurs with the greatest f're.. 
quency in the sacred pages, and is most familiar to the eye that is COJloo 

versant with them. 
" This is bot an exemplification or that beautiful pa88age in St. James, 

where be says: "My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesua 
Christ, with respect of persollll. For if there come unto your aasembly 
a man with a gold ring, in goodly apparel, and there come in also a poor 
man in vile raiment, and ye have respect to him tbM weareth the gay 
clothing, and ay auto him, sit thou here in a good place, and ay to 
the poor, stand thou there, or sit here under my foot.tool---ve ye not 
then partial in yoU1"116lft.ll, and are become judgell ol evil thoughts f ..... 
Hearli:en, m1 beloved brethren, bath not GOd chosen . the poor of this 
world, rich m faith, and heirs of the kingdom which be bath promised to 
~that love him." (James ii. 1-5.) 

16 
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right to certain aharea of your property ; and if yon oply 
regard your 1uperion to bow down to them ; if you only 
regard your equal• to be sociable with them, and neg
lect your inferiors, and relieve them not, you exercise 
not the wildom of religion ; nor can you ever enjoy the 
ronaeientious rewards which she ever bestowe upon her 
diaeit-les of love. No! it is only this, i.e. the exercill8 
of th1s love, that can complete the Cbriatian, the masonic, 
or, indeed, to any degree of excellency, the human cha.
raoter.11 Self-interest, with a thousand other motivea, 
may challenge our attention to the rich and the honour
able; our own comforts, u linked with theirs, may call 
forth our attention to our equals; pride, and conaeienoe, 
and eelf-approbation, ma:y, with a variety of other inftu
encea, draw our purse-atnngs to public charity; but for 
the private exercise of true masonic benevolence, or of 
Christian oharity,11 by which obscure distress is brought 
to light., and secretly relieved; by which hidden modesty 
ia noticed and rewarded ; by which the secret tear of aor
row it privately wiped from the cheek of undeserved 
misery; and by whtch infantine atlliction, or indigence, 
is with the unseen hand of benevolence brought forth to 
public enjoyment, and public utility; theae, and circum
atancea hk.e these, can only ariae from that true, that 
unsullied, that all perfect source of divine love, shed 
abroad in the heart, which is the only source of all good, 
and the only true influence of all good actiona.m It is 

18 .A.od yet there are those who still say, that Masonry is an uaela 
illltitution. Thus, an American writer, blindly oppoaed"to the Order, baa 
been inveterate enough to say, "Masonry is to tLe modern wol'ld what 
the whore of Babylon was to the ancient. It is the beast with seven 
heads and teo horoa, ready to tear out our bowels, and acatter them to 
the four winds of heaven." (Allyn's Ritual, Introd. x.) In aoawer to 
this tirade, let the reader look al Cacta. Let him cooaider the real inftu
ence which Masonry posaeaaes let him contemplate the various and 
extended acta or benevolence which she baa performed to the destitute 
brethren, and he will be brought to light. 

11 Ma.aonic charity is beautifully described in the following appoaite 
linea:-

'Tia thine\ fair Charity, with lenient power, 
To 100th aiebwl. antf cheer the gloomy hour; 
To reoonoile the dire embitter'd foe, 
A.na bid the he.rt of gall with friendahiJ! glow ; 
To amooth the rugged_ path• of thorn;r liCe, 
And still the voioe of dialonance and ~trite. 

• n is this divine love which produoes all our real happUJe. iD 
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thil, and thil-alone, complete• the man ; it is this tbat 
finishes the Christian character; it is this that is the trne 
riae of every masonic degree; and it is only this which ia 
the most illustrious jewel of the Master Maaon.11 

Finally, therefore, whether yon are men, or Christians, 
or Masone, this philanthropy ia the only true, aubatan· 
tial, or ornamental finish oitbe picture of that character, 
which the Lord of Hosts saith, shall be his in the day 
when he maketh up hi• jewela, and which in the present 
instance he will spare, aa a man spareth his own eon 
that aerveth him. 

Hence ariaeth our second proposed application of our 
text, by way of encouragement, to obtain the already 
described character, namely, their present preservation 
and their future rewards. Firat, their ?resent preser
vation, which I understand aa promised 1n these ·words, 
" I will rpare them tU a man 6J14retla Jail owra .an tAm· 1em!lll 
him." This character thus promised to be preserved il 
expr888ed aa to ita extent in numbers, in the most on• 
limited and unconfined manner. Firat, individually, 
every man, all over the world, may claim support frorp. 
this glorious promise of the Father of his spirits. In 
every nation, says the Apostle, " ke who ftareth God, and 
fDQ'Tket}, riglueovmeu," the very character I have been 
deacribing, ";, accepted of him." Never, aaith David, 
the divine poet of Israel, " never did I 1ee tM righteow, 
or kil seed, unnccalffolly begging eMir brtad." No! where
ever this character is to be found, there, we may depend 
upon it, the arm of the Lord is stretched out to sup
port, to spare, to protect, and to save. View the pages 
of every history, whether sacred or civil, and you find 
your Abrahams, your Isaacs, your Jacobs, and your 
Josephs; your Moses, your Joshuas, and your Samuels; 
yes, theae righteous individuals, wherever dispersed, or 

this world, and the ll&IDe principle will secure onr felicity in the world 
to come. 

Sl The jewel of the Master is a square, becan~e as the sqtUU'e is em
ployed by operative .Masons to fit and adjust the stones or a building, 10 
that all the parts shall properly agree, 110 the Master of the lodge ia 
admonished by the symbolic meaning of the square upon his breast, to 
preserve that moral deportment among the members, which should ever 
Characterize Joo.<l Masons, so that no ill feeling or an~ discuaions ma;r 
arise to imp&U' the harmony of the meeting. (Mackey's Lexicon, p. 196.) 
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wherever diatre&~ed, you will find the ann of the Lord 
ever near to diapene iheir enemies, to reward their 
friends, and to spare and protect them from all exce~~ 
of autferi~. 

Again, 1n a national eenae, it ia only righteouaneae 
caD aave a nation ; for sin, aaya Solomon, ia the destruc
tion of uy people. It is this st&nda.rd of the British 
nation, i. e. the standard of righte9U8P888, that to the 
preaent moment lifte her heed above all her enemies, ud 
exalt& her ao highly in the annals of all European fame, 
that, like Zion of old, her foundations we immoveable. 
ud her pillara are uDBhaken.21 And though, like all 
haman eatablishmente, she has her sins, her corruptions, 
and h& imperfections. And though, like all human 
bodiee, abe has many disaffected and unrigbfleons mem
bers, yet, within her boundaries, every degree of irreli
«ioD is still, bltJati. be God, a popular opprobrium. .And 
though, to ou.r shame we must confeae, there is muck 
debauchery, much infidelity, and much of all kinds of 
wickedness, committed within our nation,• yet com
pare her with those nations that surround her on the 
Continent, and compare her to one in particu.lar-, i. e. 
France, and sure. abe may be called, even a righteeua 
nation." She murders not her kinsa, her queeoe, her 

• Zion wu the 11ame ot one or the mountaial on whicll the city f4 
J~ ,.. built, aDd on which the citadel of tee Jebaaites stood 
when David took posaeeBion of it, and tnwsterred his court thither from 
Hebron, whence it is frequently caiJed the city or David, and the holy 
hill. Wben Dr. RichardsOn visited this spot, ODe p&rt or it:67 & 
~ of barley, and anoth« 1n11 tmdergoing the I&~ f4 the oup, Ia 
wh1Ch circumstance we have • remarkable iD&tance of tbe f4 
propllecy.-" Therefore ahall lion for your sakes be ploughed aa a fleMI 
800 Jerusalem shall become hspa." (Mie. iii. 12.) • 

• .A.no\her eloquent divine of 01IJ' chvch is st.iH more plam oa thill 
Abject, of whidl M:aaollry ia altogether UDde6JecL He B&JB _ .. How 
many amongst os who cordiall7 detest the political principlea of Paine, 
nntorttmately agree with him m his 'Age or Reason r That there 1ft 
fOOD who, ragiDg to pull down our veoerable COIIItitation. and ~ ca 
1ts rnins the bloody standard of French liberty, have recurred to iDfidelitJ 
u one of the eogiDee, is clear; ainoe it ia well known with w~ iDdefa. 
t;igable indlllltry, the very worst apeciea of it has been d.il'ased am.o111 dat 
JM!Ople in the circulation of that work, which W1l8 sold aDd disp4ne4 
through the provinces iD extremely che&p editioDS." 

11 .A.ccordiDg to Monsieur :OO.Uet, there were about th!rlJ thaa.Dd 
pen!Olli murdind in the DU~a~~oCre of St. Bartholomew. There baa belll 
JllOie than that DlUilber munlered iD the single oi9 of l.fQII8 81111 ia 
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prinoea, or her noblea ; abe defilea not the aanctuariea of 
the living God ; abe neither murdera nor baniahea the 
prielta of the templea of the Lord of Hoata ; lhe tram~ 
plea not npon the lawa of the state, nor upon the ordi~ 
nanoeaof the God of heaven; abe eeta not up the idol of 
reaaon to undeify the eternal Jehovah ; nor does lhe 
blaaphemoualy, and, as it were, with the utmoat stretch 
of infidelity, oall death an eternal aleep.215 No! on the 
contrary, bleaaed be God, all these ~na and cireum
Btanoea are with her, and in her oounBOls, aaered thingeJ 
and abe neither murders the one, nor despises or demo
·l~ee the other ; and therefore I believe it ia, tba$ 
amon15 tlle present awful, and almost univenal wreck 
of nstiona ; and when the arm of the Lord God omni
potent aeema in the pnwent moment atretohed out, to 
deatroy JQ&D.Y nationa upon the e&ltb., and particularly 
in Europe, for their daring wickedneea, their unrepenied 
of corruption, and their blasphemous and inorea8lng in
fidelities t' he views the righteousnesa, at least the pre
vailing righteo~,taneas, of the Britieh nation ; he heant 
~ Jupplicationa of her prayi~ people ; and be view. 
her preserved and aupported mmiste~ eall aafe under 
the liorna of the altar; and therefore be sparetb her, u 
a man apareth hie child that swveth him. 

Lastly, I would observe, how, in aootber eenae, thif 
promise of God' a preaervation, ia fulfilled over the righte-
0\11; to which obilervfotion I aut particularly bound, ia 

.mgbboarhd 1 at NaDt.B tweoty-eeveo. tllo118a1Ml; at Paris ftfteeD thoa

.-d; iD U. V eDdet three halllhed tlaouaDd. ID lhOI't, it ap~ tW 
there ha'fe beeo two milli0111 of pei'IIOD6 JDIUdered ill Fraoce amee it hila 
called it8elf a Republic, among whom are reckoned two handred 8lld 
fifty tb0018Dd women. two hundred and fifty tboa.Dd childreo, 8lld 
tweob-Coar th~ ChristiaD priest& 

• 9:ow incredible soever the above .-ertioo ma)' appear, .Europe 
aboGDded with ID008tera at that period who derUed Ule emteoce of a 
future atate. 

• Lord Grenntle, from his place in the Hoaae of Lcmll, when COD
truting the situation or thia country with that of France, expreaaed a 
thanb to God, tbat the e:a:ample or loyalty which bad lll&lli'-ted itaelt 
throllghoat the whole kingdom, the unanimity which reigueci in the hs1ll 
of all ranb or Rbjecta to sapport the honour 8lld dignity or the crowu, 
gave ncb a contradiction to- the French principles, 111 malt teach thai 
uatiOD, when their new tree gofti'IIIDeDt Will ~t the people to read 
the tratb, tbr.t tl1e inhabitauie or this COUDVY abhor their coiaduct, -
will hold DO commonicatioa with their pre&eQt .,atem. 
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the pre&ent moment, and in the present engagement; and 
by which observation, I doubt not, I shall stir up, parti· 
cularly in every masonic heart, the most lively sensations 
of gratitude and prai&e, to that great Grand Master of 
the universal lodge of nature. When I look round me, 
upon the present numerous 888emblage of our royal 
Order, and recollect the alarm which we must all of us 
lately have very severely experienced, had we not been 
much supported by our own conscious innocence and 
integrity; I think I see, and I hope all my brethren will 
see it also, I think I see in the present moment a full fulfil
ment of the promise of our text, I toill'J'l're tlaem, i. e. the" 
truly righteous, tu a man rparetlr, lail or.cm lOA tAat len'1d 
Aim. 

Here is, my brethren, another annual 888emblage of 
Masons met together ; we meet also in our lodges, we 
walk together in the streets of our kingdom,~ we appear 
in a body in the temple of God, we depart in peace, and 
we remain in honour. And we see this pleasins- appear
ance at an awful moment, when an act of[arhament il 
passing, or has passed, properly, wisely, an judiciously, 
to put a atop to the assembling together of almost all the 
uruted soeietiea of the kingdom.• Why, my friends, 
why this uncommon favour from a government, indi. 
{»ensably and necesearily the moat watchful, the most 
Jealous, and the moat careful, that ever exercised the 
functions of senatorial wisdom and power upon the face 
of the earthY I'll tell you why! Respecting the Mason
ic Order ; notwithstanding all ita secrecy of brotherly 
union, the members of that government are well con
vinced, yea, they are firmly auured from the beat autho--

" Ploclelllious in Maaolll')' are eotireli under the charge or the Gnod 
or Provincial Gl'811d Lodge. No subordinate !.odge can appeal'. in public 
on any occasion except by permiaaion of the Grand or PrOvincial Graud 
Kaster; and it ia oldaiDea in the Book of CoDStitoti01111, that if aDJ 
brother abaU attend u a Muon, clothed in any of the jewels or badge. 
ot the craft, at any tunera1 or public pi'OCel!lli011, witlwat the aboft 
authority, he ahall be rendered incapable of ever being an oalcer of a 
Lodge, lind alao be excluded the beoeftt of the ~ charit]. _And if 
any L>dge so oftlmd, it shall ataDd saapeoded until the Grand Lodge ablll 
determine thereon. 

• The 'Lo<bree of Freemaaooa were exeaapted tram the operation tl 
tbJB act, on tlie condition that they be daly npterec1 at the Qaart.ar 
ae.ioal for tbeir reepectfte district& 
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rity, of ita moral purity, of itB religioUt! sincerity, of ita 
political integrity.• They are well informed of our sen
timents, they are equally aequ~nted with our practice. 
And they know, and are well888ured, that we love and 
fear our God ; and that to serve him is the fint prominent 
and leading feature of all our most secret and firmet!t 
bonds of fraternal union.• They know, and are well as
sured, that we love our king and conetitution. Dictators 
and directories we want none of. But we are ever ready, 
yes, if called upon, at a moment'e warning, we are ever 
ready to rally round the throne, and support with our 
persons, with our lives, and with our property, that noble, 
that royal, that illustrious personage, and all his family, 
that now sways the British seeptre.111 And when the God 
of Heaven shall see fit to remoye from him the earthly 
crown, which in thie life ~s his royal forehead, aud 
which is truly graced .by his wearin~, and places upon his 
head that heavenly diadem he 10 nchly deserves~ as f81' 
as human merit can deserve, we will, yes, I fear not to 
a~ for Masone ill general, we will, with equal zeal, 
exalt our voice, to hail our Grand and Royal Master, the 
Prince of W alet!, in his stead. 

Further, also, they know, and are well 888Ured, that 
we aspire not at any equality with our superiors, but. 

• "The French revolution," says Prest.on, in his Muooic Illutnti0111, 
"ha'fiD« auforttmately given rial at this time to ID8DJ unhappy diaeeasi0111, 
which spread their contagion amoog aome of the inhabitants of this islaDd, 
it became necessary to counta-act thE' JDe88ll1"e8 of th01!8 mistaken iDdivi
daala, who were erideavouring to aow the aeeda of IIDal'Chy, and ·poison the 
miDde of the people agaiDst the government, and the excellent coDStitotioo 
ander which Uaey enjoyed the invaluable blfllliDgB of liberty and property. 
Hence, addreaaea to the throne were daily preaented, with &8llll'&llee8 of a 
determination to mpport the meaBill'\1l of administration ; aod, among the 
reet, it wu deemed proper that the aociety of Muons, by eddiDg their 
mite to the number, Should show that attachment to the monarch Ud the 
coDStitntion which the laws of the Order enjoined." (Oliver's editiOD, 
p. 230.) 

• Tliey lmow all this, becaaae oar DObilit,y and J.egialaton ue the 
~ members or the Cratemit,y. 

" '!'lie ancient chargea deecribe a M1111011 u " a ~le IUbject to tbe 
civil powers wherever he reaiciiB or worb, and 18 never to be OOilCS'DIId 
in plota and co~~~pirt.ciea against the peace and welfare ot the ll&tion, uor 
to behave himself undutifully to inferior magistratea. He ia cheerfully to 
conform to every lawtul authority; to uphold, on eVfr.Y OCCIIIion, tbe 
intA!reat of the oommmdty; and .ealoualy to promote the proaperit,y ot 
Ilia own coaatly." 
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aa we can fairly acquire it by our industry, our willclom, 
and our integrity.• No! the property of the rich we 
have no desire to ~lunder. By imitation and penuuion 
we will always, .if we can, cause the pro:rerty of the 
wealthy to be diepened for the relief of the mdigent, and 
to supply the necessities of the poor, and the distrcssel 
of the aftlicted. But further than this, we are fully con
tented with what the wiadom and good.nesa of God hath 
appointed. It is indeed true. and it is indeed aa reaaon
able as it is true, that we do, and we ever will, rejoice 
tn~t, in the greatest riches of the most charitable. 

Farther, and finally, our favours from government are, 
I am well persuaded, granted because they are well as
sured, from their personal knowledge--for a major r&d 
of them are also a part of us-because they are wel as
lUred that we love and honour, and are ready to obey, 
all the laws and the whole magistracy of the kingdom, 
as the ap~intments of heaven-as the servants and 
representatives of the Great Governor of the Univene f" 
we therefore despise no authority, but whenever senaton 
have made us lawa-we judge with a very wiae and 
sacred character in this kingdomiL.we have nothing more 
to do but to obey them. Farther, also, they are assured 
of us that we love all mankind, and one another moat 
affectionately; consequently, as a body of philanthropists, 
from the very nature of our union, we want no foreign 
contention, farther than what i• necessary for the honour, 
and prosperity, and preservation of our own country; we 
want no civil or domestic wars ; we want no degrada.-

• It il tne that we meet on tbe level ; but it ia allo true that we pm 
on ~aquare. . 

"' In u addreel to the tbroDe l'rom the 111810Dic body, in 1 '198 the pria
ciplea at llaaonry are thaa e.xpreeaed :-"It Ia written in the instituta 
of our Order, that we sball ncK, at oar meetings, go into rlligiqw or po
lit~ diacaMion ; beea1lle, oompoeed, aa oar fraternity is, or men of 
various natioDS, proleesiog difliereot rules or Caith, and attached to oppo
llit.e 11J1f.e1M of go-.ernment, IRlch diacudone, aharpeDiog the mind -of 
111&11 agailllt his "brother, might otlend and disunite, A crisis, howmlt', 
10 mdOoked for aa the preeent, Juatiflee, to our ju~t, a reluatioo of 
U.t Nle; .ad our lrl\ duty aa Britooaau~ all other CODiidera
tiooa, ft lldd. witboot further JlMII8, oar voice to t.bat of our teno• 
•bjeotB, ill declari.gg one oommon ud fervent attacbment to a goterD
.mt by kiDg, Ionia, aild eommona, aa eatabliahed by the glorious revolutiOil 
of 1&88." 

16 Dr. Hol"'ley, Bilhop of Bocbelt.er. 
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tions of the great and good ; we want no undue equality 
wiih any of our superiors.111 No; all we want is, an 
honourable ~e, true and lasting amity, and universal 
love, because all we are brethren. Professing, holding, 
and practising these principles, the everlasting Jehovah, 
the Grand Architect of the Universe, and the infinitely 
Grand Master of all Masons, hath, by his own interposi
tion, under the auspices and interceBSion of an illustrious 
brother, spared, amidst the present just wreck of socie
ties in general, our Royal Order f" saved us from the un
just suspicions which many who know us not have un
charitably entertained concerning us, and delivered us 
from the unmerited restrictions of our enemiea.17 - My 
brethren, we now stand almost unrivalled-a society, not 
only saved by our God, bui protected and smiled upon 
by our invaluable government. Masons, be grateful ! 
God and the king, and his best servant., are your saviours -r..:: protectors--your friends. . 

tly, for I fe&l' I shall weary your patience, the 
righteous character, whether an individual unseparated 
in the world by any peculiar name or denomination
whether a citizen of any peculiarly righteous nation, or 
a member of any peculiar society-whether a man, a 
Christian, or a Mason-thia righteous character shall be 

• The coun~ was in such a state when these sermons were 'Written, 
from the pernioJouaellecta of tbe Freooh revolotion, that Bishop Watson 
dkl oot cODIIider it to be a derontion to his dignit_y to illue a public re
monstrance against the crude ana cJan&e!'oUB reuonmga of the demagogue 
Paine ; and lie ooncludea by saying-" I pray God that the riling gener
ation of this land may be preserved from that evil heart of unbelief 
which hu bro~t min on a neighbouring Dtotion; that neither a 
negleoW odocat1on, nor domestic irreligion, nor evil coamauioatio11., aor 
the fashion of a licentious world, may ever induce tlaem to forget, that 
relUtion alone ought to be their rule Of life.'' 

liThe following claue of exemption from the peualtiea of the aeditiou 
act, Willi highly honourable to tbe Order :-" And whereu oertaln IIOCD
tiea have been mg accaatomed to be holden in this kingdom, llDIIer tbe 
denomination or lOdges of Freemasons, the meetings whereof have been, 
in a great meuure, clirected to charitable purpoee~, be it therefore enacted 
that nothiug in W. act ahall e:r.tald to the meetinp of 1o111 ..ch 100ietr 
or lodge, wiich ahall, before the ~ or t1lil ~ hmi been ~ 
holden under the aid deaolllinatiou, loDd in oonforlllitr to t.be'rul•,... 
nilingamong the -.ill 1ocieti• or F,...,...,._,, 

17 In this OOUDUf Muoar1 roee triuapbut Oftl' all iJie aal1IIDDfel 
which were preferred llaiJIIt it, becea. the p11blio Ja.w we ftl'l p11N 
from every stain of di8&!8ction. 
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his, l&ith the Lord of Hosts, in that day when he maketh 
up his jewels.• Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, for this his unspeakable promise! The 
words which, from our text, I have now repeated to you, 
may be truly said indeed to beggar all human description. 
Jewels, you know, even in the hand of the master-pol
isher, are always nicely preserved from the ruthless hand 
of every unskilful artist; and when they come into the 
po88e881on of the peraon they are to ornament, they are 
viewed u more than equal-they are ornaments of self. 
The Muon baa his jewel near his heart ; indeed, every 
man, be his jewel what it may-the wife of his warmest 
affection, the child of his heart, or the friend of bia bo
som-guards his jewel as be guards his life. But there 
is an expression in Scripture which surpa.sseth, u all 
Scripture must, which surp&88eth every expression which 
I can po88ibly advance upon this subject, and with a very 
short observation upon that Scripture, I will now con
clude what I would say upon this grand and encouraging 
part of our subject, and that is this :-God saith, concerning 
this character-this jewel which I have been describing, 
and encouraging you to obtain-" He tAat totu:W yOM, 
toucW tJ&e aPJI!e of mine eye." Delicate, infinitely deli
cate, de,Posit of a jewel ! Creation may moulder . into 
dust; sinners may receive their due punishment; and 
universal nature may di88olve; but be who touchetb the 
jewels of the Lord of Hoata toucbeth the apple of his eye. 
Brother Masons, and fellow-Christiana all ! aeatined from 
eternity for this grand character, I earnestly call upon 
you, forfeit not for a ain~le moment one mite of the ex
cellency of such an inestimable worth.• Sullr not for a 
moment, by any religioua, moral, or political diaaft'ection, 
the purity or the brightnea of this inestimable charac
ter; for becoming jewels, &. e. being righteous, ye are the 
glory of the Lora of Hollta ; ye are the honour of his 
creation ; ye are the eternal brightness of his everlasting 

•It iiiD ldJDitt.ed principle or the Order, that wellth and cliltiDctioD, 
however 'Yilaed in the world, cu han no inflaeace in pniCIU'iag admillioa 
fate» a lodp, or in r.d'fiDCiug a brotller to ita higheat omo.. 

• Becaue Muoar:J ia a IClieDoe calOIW.ted to impron tbe aadentr.Dd
ID«, to meod the bel.rt, and to bind Dl more cloaely to ooe another by 
wDlob W'8 Daf MtaiD the IIDIIIDit or the DIIIOaio ladder-" a houe DOt 
made with br.Ddl, eterDal ill tbe heaveDL" 
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orown, and the destined beautiea of that kingdom where 
the redeemed of the Lord will ever be honoured as the 
purchase of his blood. Which character may fWery 
one in this very numerous &ll!lembly become this mo
ment anxious t~ obtain, and every future moment solicit
ous to preserve. We beg it for the aake of Jesus our 
elder brother, to whom, with the Father' and the Holy 
Spirit, as unto one everlasting Jehovah, be by us, and all 
his, now and ever II!ICribed eternal and everlasting praises. 
A.mtmd A-. 



SERMON XIII. 
SORIPTUBAL .A.ROHITECTURE. 

PB.BACBBD IN THB PA.B.I8R CHURCH OF ST. JIARTDf1 

BIBJIDIGRAII1 SBP'J'BMBBB 12, 1806. 

"Go t1J1 to tA. IJIOUfltaita tmd brirlg uood, IJftd build tA. Aou.; and I tllill 
tot. pkuun M. it, tllld I Will 61 gknifiM/., acaitA 1M IAnL" 

HAHAI L8 

lions, who wu a man of the most excellent eharao
ter, whether we consider him in a religious, political, or 
aoeial point of view, made it one of the strictest pointa 
of hie duty to/reserve amongst that people over whom 
Providence ha miraculously preserved him u a leader 
and guide, every lineament ol the divine worship ; aod 
when the1. were separated from amongst that idolatrous 
nation With whom they had formerly sojourned, be 
erected a tabernacle, a place of public worahip,1 where 

1 1t may not be unintereatiDs here to remark the symboliam whict. 
divinea h&Ye applied tO this allegorical place or pobliC worship. Tbe 
tabernacle where Jehovah condescended to reside, il oonaidered to J.te 
been a type of the body or the .Meariah, in which, u in a teDt, he taber
nacled wliile Oil earth. The silver IOOketa which formed the foundation, 
remind as of thoee important doctrines on which all evugelical religioll 
ill founded ; and by being lllllde of the half ahekela whicli were eui:tecl 
from eve11 male in Iarael, they were caleulated to show the per80111l 
interest which each ought to take in religion and ita worship. Tbe 
outer ooveriag or goat's hair pointed out the unattractift appearance ol 
religion to men or the world ; the beautiful anderoovering iDdicated ill 
glory, u seen by the eainta ; the coverina' or r&lll8' lkina, dyed red, ,. 
minded them or the eftleacy of Meaelah'• blood, u an hiding-plaoe rro. 
the wind, and a oovert trom the tempest ; while the covering ot becker'• 
akin, which wu blue, pointed to the heavena, that true tabernacle wlaicla 
God bad pitched, and not man ; the lltoDea, cmrlaid with gold, and • 
eerted in golden rings to bear the ark, ~ the ministers or OhriR, 
4mriched with the gifts and gr&Cf8 or -~irit, and po•aed or the 
trutha of the Golpel, more J)ri!cio111 than d and silYer, who bear the 
name ol Obrilt, aDil e&rf1 11M GGipel into amnl pgta of the .nh. 
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the pra!IH of God, who had overthrown their enemies in 
tbe Red Sea, might be unitedly celebrated ; where the 
ulli-.tanoe of that God, on whom alone they could depend 
for protection through the wildemeaa, could be unitedly 
IOUght for; · and where they mi~ht, exclusively from 
worldly concerns, receive instructions in their duty to 
that God who was fulfilling his ancient promise of bring
ing them safe into Canaan'• happy land. 

David, whose character must ever stand high in the 
aonala of wisdom and truth, though from hia youth moat 
active in all his worldly ooneerns, though in his manhood 
one of the moat adventurous and courageous warrion, 
and though in his kingly office most politically wise, 
zealous, and peneveringly diligent in tbe establishment 
and increue of all that could add to the greatne88 and 
glory of his temporal kin~dom ; yet we find him in his 
religiout character exerci8lnf that zeal of piety, which 
indeed wee then, ,and what, am sorry to say, would in 
the pl'ellellt day be styled madneaa and enthusiasm ; and 
he thought it no disgrace to leave the palace and the 
thrune, and walk. aa a worship'(}er in the p1ous proceSBion 
of tbe ark of God. And amiCiat all the difficulties of a 
very turbulent and warfaring reign ; amidst all the rebel
liooa of his bouaehold, the conspiracies of his subjects, 
and tbe warlike attacks of the aurrounding nations; 
amidat all tbe temptations of court ambition and the 
kingly glory of an IDcreaaing kingdom; and amidst all 
the ensnanng luxuriea of a most flourishing court and 
palaoe, we iod this great and good character panting for, 
and earneetly desiring, communion with God; preferring 
even dle low oftloe of a door-keeper in the houee of the 
Lord, to that of dwellio~ in the tents of wickedness ; 
and though, as we may JUstly imagine, all his powen, 
both of body and mind, were scarce sufficient to manage 
and regulate the temporal concerns of his so numerous 
worldly atfain, we fina his heart, as it were, fully engaged 
in planning, preparing, and providing for the building a 
bouse of worship to the Lord his God.• 

Solomon, the great patron of the Masonic Order, cele
Drated above all men for hia wisdom, power, greatneu, 

I Tbil auiety Oil the part or O'lll' Grud llaater David, bu beau oare. 
'-~~1 nJOOrc1ed, and il periodielllly celebrated in tbe l18tAim or 1lii01U7· 



and riohea; who stepped, u it were, in hia infancy, upon 
an already erected and established throne ; who wu sur
rounded by every allurement and temptation to worldl7 
luxury and worldly eaee; and who, if the human mind 11 
ever more than other in danger of being overcome by 
earthly honoura, riches, and pleasures, wu in the most 
imminent danger of being totally sunk in the whirlpool of 
irreligion and of sensual delights, to the total destruction 
of the fear of God and the honour of his great name. And 
yet this king, amidst all the pleuures and enjoyments of 
a tempting and luxurious court-amidst all the anarea that 
could ensnare the human heart, and all the flatteries that 
could corrupt the human mind, and in the enjoyment of 
everr. uninterrupted earthly felicity that this world can 
pou1bly produce-this young, healthy, experienced king 
tells us, tn the full fruition of every carnal delight, if he 
chose to enjoy it, and in the full poueBSion of every tem
poral felicity, that to fear God and keep his command
menta, wu the wlwk duty of maa. Strong language-the 
whole duty of man! And amidst his great love of acien
tific, agricultural, and architectural improvements, with 
which be so eminently improved the arts and sciences; 
with which he 80 sueceufully cultivated every plant, 
tree, and shrub; and with which he built, for himself, his 
family, and his friends, the most magnificent palaces and 
boWie& fJ we hear of nothing 80 celebrated, nothing 80 

grand and magnificent, nothing upon which he exercised 
80 much wisdom in planning, so much diligence in pre
parins for, and se much ·expense in raising, finishing, and 
adorn10g, as the house which he built tor hie GOd to 
place his name in, the temple which he erected for the 
worship of the everluting Jehovah. • 

1 It is diftleult, from the brief intimations which IICI"iJitule history ollln, 
to form a clear or connected idea or these buildings. The deacription of 
Joeep~ua, although more precise, d~ not supply this deftcieocy; but bf 
Its asmatauoe we may make out that the two palaceJJ, for himaelf &Dil 
the princes of Egn~t, were not separate buildings ; but, u the existing 
arrangements in onental palacea wollld augge.t, a dlatinct part, or wing 
or the aame building. 

4 The plan and style or this boose of God, which li'U oelebrated O"tel' 
all the world for its riches and glory, resembled, in many of its part1, 
the sacred structures of Elmlt. Hiram Abitf, the chief architect, u a 
member or the Dionysian SOCiety, had taken his modela from that ~ 
try, where it is probable he had been educated, for in DO ada part tl .. 
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We lee, then, that none of the lower and more com 
moo diatresaee of the most fatiguing journey through the 
wilderneu; none of tbe more harassing and pe~lexing 
difficulties of warfare, and of establiabiog the a.ftairs of a 
rising nation against the machinations of domestic foes, 
or of the ambitious desi~s of jealous neighbouring king
doms; uor all the luxunea and temptations of a prosper
out and flourishing throne and court could prevent or 
impede either of these wise and pious men from dedi
cating a very large and particular portion of their time 
and ability, both of mind and fortune, in establishing in 
the minds of their people the excellency of fearing God, 
and the necessity of fixing tabernacles, or erecting tem
ples for his worship and service, and thereby preserving, 
as the most excellent portion they could leave, the prin~ 
eiples and exercise of the religion of their forefathers, for 
the enjoyment and felicity of their future generations. 

I ask you then, my friends, confidently supposing I am 
addre11ing an audience of profe~~ing Christians, which is 
the moat amiable and whicb is the most profitable exam
ple for us to imitate Y Shall we imitate those who, 
amidat all their troubles, difficulties, temptations, and 
enjoymenta, whether of riches or poverty, whether of 

. war or peace, whether travelling tnrough the desert or 
sitting upon an established throne, thought upon their 
God, ana taught the excellency of his fear ; raised altars 
to his name, and built temples for his worahip Y Or shall 
we imitate those who, having denied the name and 
despised the omnipotence of the Lord Jehovah, and pre
tending to be guided by a new~faahioned philosophy, in 

the globe bad the eeience been carried out at that early period ao efl'ectu.. 
~ u in the land or the p~ida. Tyre wu, indeed, a colouy of 
.E«YPt; and from thence Dav1d bad procured the plaos alld BpeCifieatioDS 
ofilie temple darilll{ his lifetime. The architect, u Bardwell juatly ob
lei'YEIB, hanog had plellty of time to perfect his plane, naturally made hia 
design 1root the beet 4Wating uamplea, the temples of his fatherland. 
The TyriaDS, ~ at that time the great common carriera of the world, 
kept up an uteosive OOmmertl8 with Egypt ; I therefore infer that the 
Maaona were maoy of them EnJ,tiaos ; and the atone-polished granite, 
all prepared, fitted, and llnislled before it waa brougnt to Jeraaalem, 
Iince, moreover, there ia nothiug mentioned about the expeneiveDeiB of 
any article but the atone-" coetly stones, even great atones, atones of 
teo cubiti!, alld Btoolll of eight cubita." This aubject is uteneiTely dJI. 
ClallCl. and illiJitrat.ed by e Tinga, in the Historical Iandmarb or 
Kuoary, Tol. i., p. 457, to ~the carioua nlllder is relerred. 
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which there ia neither reuon nor religion, neither mo
rality nor eocial order, have thrown down the templea of 
the Lord, defiled his altan, baniahed and murdered the 
pri88is of the eaDOtuary, and have almoet, and woul4 
quite, if God himself had not prevented it, obliterated 
from the earth every trace of that religion' which is the 
life of the soul, the glory of man, the crown of kinga, and 
the liberty of the people Y Need I repeat this question, 
and aak, which is the moat amiable, which is the mOlt 
profitable example for us and our nation to imitate r 
Surely I need not ! Surely the horrid example and ibe 
lamentable experience of a neighbouring nation hu been 
more than sufficient to teach every put of this yet 
favoull)d nation the inestimable value of the privil9881 
they yet enjoy ; and, I Hatter myself, there wanta not 
the feeble zeal of a stranger to repeat in the ean of the 
inhabitants of this town• the excellency of the privilese 
of being born a Briton, where, I hope, we are too wile 
to try the foolish experiment of learning the value of a 
blessing by ita 1088. Yea, my friends, I hoP.e we have 
better views of immortality and eternal life, than to 
believe death ao eternal sleep ; I hope we are too wise 
to wish, even for a moment, ·to barter the worship of the 

1 The preacher probably alludee here to the Dlumiuati, who UBiliDIIl 
the name of Muons, that their achemes might be more e:rt.enaively circa
lated, and received with greater faith. ADd, iudeed, W eishatlpt, tbe 
author or tile &.)'litem, became a FreeJDUOD hro years after Ilia DeW order 
wu broached ; aDd, by ~~MSDS or em~ he attempted to cirealate hil 
iDlldel opinioDB amongst the French aDd Germau lodges. lD U.. 
attempts he was sometimes succeaaful. But, aa l&urie obaenea, wheu 
speaking on this subject, it should be recollected by those who, oD thil 
account, calumniate Freemuoory, tbat the lUIIe objection may be urged 
agaiut Ohristianity, ~ impoatora have eometimes gaiued pi'QI&o 
lytei, Mid perverted the waYeriug mioda or the multitude. 'I'bellli cJoo. 
triBes, however, were. Dot merely circulated by W eiabaapt ill a few of 
t1ae Jodsee, &DCl tauabt at the Ull!lllbliea or the lllumiuiti-they were 
p11blished to the world ill t.hamoet tuoillatiD« bm bJ the Frencii :r.ac,. 
Clopediata, aDd iDea.leated witA all the eloqaeoce which tile moa 
celebrated /hiloaopbera oD tlae OootiDellt coald &dora them. It Clll 
only be Bai of W elabaapt, tberefore, that he was Dot quite 111Clll a cletAI-
mioed iD!del as Voltaire aDd hill IIIBOCia.tes. 

• Tbia IIIII'IIIOD wu preached before the Deputf Pronnailll GI'IDII 
Kuter, &Dd other provincial oftloen and breilmiD or the COUDty of 
Wanriolt; after which a collection wu JDMJe iD aid of baildiDg a Dew 
t'Ne elmreb at BinDillgbm ; aad it was pablilbed at the l'lq1l8lt d tile 
brethreD. 
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God or heaven for the blasphemous idol of corrupted and 
pe"erted reason; and that we would much rather labour 
wp to tJae f1W11ntain and bring wood, viz., I hope we shall be 
much readier to give a portion of our labour, of our for
tune, whether ~reat or small, to build a house unto the 
Lord our God, IU which his name and his rraises may be 
awfully and delightfully celebrated; and trust that in 
no neighbourhood in this highly privileged kingdom can 
the riches of the most covetous, the wealth of the most 
opulent, the sueeeu of the most ingenious and active, or 
tlie pleasurea of the gayest, sit easy in their po118e8sion 
an~ enjoyment, if t~ere wants a house for the accommo
dation of the ..vorshippen of the Lord God of Israel. 

For the interest and encouragement, then, of this im
portant ooncem before ns, we turn to make use of and 
apply the words of the prophet, as in our text, "Go up to 
tAe MOtmtaiA and lning wood, and bvild the hou~, aftd I will 
take pleonre in it, aiul I will be gl""fod, .aith tM Lord." 
From these words, so very apropos to our present en
gagement, I shall first endeavour briefly to consider what 
I humbly conceive we may undentand by this 8118rtion 
of the Almighty taking pleuure in the hoUI81 which are 
built for hil wonhip ;' or, more plainly speaking, ofFer 
aome reuons wherefore we may humbly suppoee he 
taketh pleuure therein, and why be so condescends 81 to . 
•y be will be glorified in them, and conclude with a 
abort addreu to.the dift'erent parts of my audience. 

And first, I humbly presume, God fu16lleth ihi1 pro
pheiio promile, and talieth pleuure in the hoU868 taat 
are buut for hil wonhip, because they are in general the 
birth-plaoe1 of his piQue, his dutiful, and hil faithful 
ebildren. 

' In all are& and natioDS, and amoDg&t all peo~le, it baa been OODiidered 
ai • aacriftce ~leasing to God, to erect aria dedicate more splendid 
alllclfll to hie oe thaD were ued tor the eervice of man. Hence the 
~ty we m111Where &II of Wmplel over pUce~. Daft~ blttarlf 
~ that "be lhould dwell iD a houa of cedar'l, while the ark ~ 
tlle coveDBDt or the Lord remained under cartaius." From thil correcl$ 
teeliDg arose the magni.ftcent and vast atractares or Egypt and lDdia ; 
tbe ....... Ill 9naCe and Rome, whole Vf1l'1 l'llhls are nbllme, IID4 
abow tM lrium_ph ot oar gloriou ICience ; ., Ohoir Gaar, or oireallr 
~lea of Celtic natioDS ; imd last, tho11gh aot least, the cat.bedrala IDd 
churchs of Ohrlstianity, for 0118 of which our wort.h7 brother wu ........ 
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:My friends, it is true that, in the general term children, 
all are the oftipring of the eternal Jehovah, and that he 
ia, in deed and in truth, the father of all the families of 
the earth. Yes, in him we all live, and move, and have 
our being ; and when we apeak of him u the great Cre
ator of the univel'88, all of ua are the .workmanahip of 
hit band. It was only he who formed us of the dust of 
the earth; and it wu only he who breathed into. our 
nostrils the breath of life. As the God of Providence, 
also, all are his family, and he is the bountiful provider of 
all that we all of us enjoy. It ia he who sendS the moist
ening shower, and it is his sun that shines too upon the 
fruita of the earth; his are the cattle upon a thousand 
hills ; and in his temporal providence there is no true or 
known diaeriminating difference but as the provider of 
all : all are his children, and all are richly provided for. 
In the intentions, also, of his redeeming love, whatever 
others may be inclined to believe and say, I feel no heli
tation in 888erting, that all are the children of his ai'eo
tionate compassion, his tender pity, his paternal regard 
and lqve. "He tailed tUatl& for ewry mat~, l&e ~~a 
~ jf¥1' all, to be tatijitd ita dw tiN;" and I doubt not, 
but in the revolving le&IODI of redeemins love, this grand 
and majestic effort of re~toring mercy will be fully ielti
fied, and his name, 88 an universal Redeemer, will be UDi· 
venally and everlastingly glorified. But, m:r friends, in 
the preeent infant state, for it is yet but an infant state
in the present infant state of the church of Christ, we 
have too much reason bitterly to lament, that when we 
apeak of the children of God in a apiri.tual, religiou, or 
gospel 1181118, all are not hil children ; no, there wanta the 
new birth, there wants the great change of regeneration, 
there want the marka in thouB&Dds of what I suggested 
in the beginning of this idea, namely, there. want the 
marks of the dutiful, the pious, the faithful children of 
God; and where these marka are wanting, there watl 
what the scripturee emphatically style the new birth
the baptism of regeneration-the true and discriminating 
title of the children of God. Marvel not then, mr, 
brethren, when it is said unto you, "ye filM be bona ag.rM. ' 
Now the precise place of this birth, this apiritual regene
ration, it is true, is by no means particularly describe 
able; beuu1e many, like St. Paul, lia.ve beea apiritually 



hom, not only out of due time, but aleo in very dift"erent 
placei and stations hu the providence of God, the word 
of God, the grace of God, wrought the happy the im
portant change ; but if there ie any one place in which 
we can eay, God hu been accuatomed more than in any 
other to strike the heart with penitence, to alarm the 
unconverted, and bring the wandering soul to God, it hu 
been in hie ll.ouee of prayer-it hu been amidst the de
votinns of his aincere and pious worehippera-it hu been 
when hie faithful ministen have faitlifully declared his 
faithful word; and it is there particularly that one and 
another have been, in all ages, atfectionately constrained 
to BUbacribe to the name of Iuael, and to eay, I wu born 
there. Build this house, then, with zeal and alacrity ; 
for God will, moat &881lredly, take yleasure in it, for it is 
the moat frequent birth-place of hie moat pious and most 
faithful childlen. 

Again, eecondly, the Lord Jehovah takes pleuure in 
the bonae which is built for his wonhip; not only becauee 
it is the birth-place of his children, but also becauee it ia 
the rioheat nunery of their growth, and the place where 
their fruita are ripened, ·and their gn.ces penected. The 
beautiful and expreesive language of the Song of Solomon, 
u ee~ forth the pleuure which Christ takes in the 
acellenmee of hia church, would bear, if time would per
mit, to be here whollytranaoribed, and, in expatiating upon 
it, an eternity would not exhaust its a:piritual beauty and 
ita divine ueellency. There is not a etmile which human 
language can invent to paint the excellency of moral 
beaUty, or the charms of piety and virtue, in the graces 
of the church of Chriat, and render them estimable to the 
human heart and aifections, which is not here made uae 
of. She ie repreeented in the moat endearing cbaracten 
of relative aft"eetion, " a aiater and ~use ;" she is set 
forth to our view under the title of the moat valuable 
oultivated&roperty, "a garden encloeed is my eiater and 
ip01118." f a11 the ftowery tribe she is the moat beautiful, 
elegant, and innocent-" the roee of Sharon, the lily of 
the valley.'" She produeee the moo valuable plaota 111d 

• This fa aD old de6DitioD of Jfaaoar.y, aDd we ftDd it ocean in a t. 
lll1lla which W88 1l8ed at the ~od wheD tbe above eermon wu preacbea, 
.a W88 donbtla IYniliar to Bro. Inwood. 
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the richest ~pioea, even all the powden ol the merchat. 
To the thinty after righteolliJleu " she ia a well of liW., 
waten, and streams from Lebanon." In her ornament. 
ahe ia the transcript of him who ia her head, " holy in all 
maoner of conversation and godline11. In her qualitis 
she i8 the most uniable pattem of him to whom ahe ia 
81p0uted, in all the gracee of charity, benevolence, aod 
love. In her growth and perfection, she ia the imitator 
of the Son aa he ia of the Father-'' the bri~htne11 of 
hie glory, and the expreM im• of hie penon; he CU. 
ple&IUle in her plan~, in her growing, and in. her rip
ening fruits ; her bruited reed he will not break, DOl' 

quoch her smoking 11u. For the nutriment of her 
weake.t babes he hu provided the rich milk of the Qoe. 
pel; for her strongmen he baa provided atrong meat J and 
for all her 1001 and daughten Will there be a portion in 
their Father's house. Build ye, then, tbia houee, and 
plant ye this vineyard; for aurely thia houte of Jacob ia 
to him a ple&I&Dt boue, and thia vineyard will be hia 
everlMting deli~bt; from hence will he ch001e hiB rich
eat jewell for his oity Jeru•lem, and from Mnce will he 
take hia choicest pl&nta to onuuneDt hia Hount Zion 
above. 

For again-in thia bonae 'M will he glorifi«l. Y •• irulyl 
praise w&iteth for him in "this hia Zion, ud here trulyu• 
him ahall the vow be performed; in the houee of God
in the church of Qhriat-in the U181Dbliee of hia pioul, 
faithful worahippere--dle Almighty God, the ev.lut.iJis 
Jehovah, ia pl8aled to conde~Cend to •Y he will be gJO. 
rified. What an utoniahing theme of meroy, grace, * 
oondeaoenaion ia this l He, whom tile heaven Of heave~~~ 
cannot contain, ia pleued to condescend to dwell wiila 
men on earth; and in the place where hia name ia record
ed, he baa positively, 8Dd in a variety of pJacea in the 
Holy Scriptures, deClared he will be one in the midst of 
them ; and in this pl&ce, in which hie «lory ia peoaliarlT 
manifeated, he has_ promiaed he will bfe. U\em. a ..... 
0\11 oondeaceotion ! 0 Lord God Jehovah l ADd an *boa 
thia moment in thia &~~embly of thy adoring, W'OIIbil)piltc 
creatures Y Yes, au rely, thia is none other than the houae 
of God, and this is the plaee where his honour dwelleth! 
Here, then, 0 Lord, establitb thy ~t, th7 ine:s:~bJe 
a lory' and let thy n:ame be &lao 810rio118! J(y tirethre, 



tile subject i1 beyond my poor abilities. What a theme 
ia here !-e preeent God receiving the adoration of bit 
creatorea, ana in that wonhip waiting to be glorified! 
Ketbinb, tbeo, we should be aerious as death ; solemn 
u the grave; and I advise, let every heart be open to 
reeeive the heavenly visitor. If the everlasting Jehovah 
thus designs to visit in his church, what manner of per
IODS ought we to beY Ia there, then, one in this &BBem
bly who dare blaspheme the hallowed name of God Y 
GOd forbid! for by the worship of such an one be surely 
eannot be glorified. Is there one in this assembly who 
dareth wilfully to break. his holy Sabbath Y God forbid! 
for by such an one be. cannot be glorified. Are there 
liar1, adulterers, covetous, malicioua, envioua, lovers of 
pleuu.re more than lovers of God Y Are there deepiaen 
or religion, persecutors of hia ~le, hypocritical pro
feeaors, having the form of godhneu without the power? 
Are there any who neglect to read their Bible, or are im
penetrable to ita corrections and strangers to its promis
ee? Are there any who fear not God, honour not the 
king, and bate one aoother Y My friends, it is a serious 
moment ; God is in the midst of us, looks into every 
heart, is acquainted with every thought, and waite not 
human language to discover to him what is in the human 
boeom. Ia he, then, glorified in this uaembly, or is be 
not Y My friends, I cannot be accueed of personal reftec
aon, for I know not that there ia one person here to 
whom I am not a stranger, and totally ignorant both of 
your profesaion and practice. If, therefore, conviction 
ltriket the heart, that is a strong proof, indeed, that God 
ie here waiting to be glorified. H, therefore, you are a 
•trans- to him and to the covenant of his praise, may be 
'be glorified \n your immediate repentanee. H you have 
entered into' his covenant, be will, he muet be glorified 
by your pretent experience of his grace and mercy, be it 
110&11 or De it great; and, to the glory of his name, he 
doee not deapiae the day of small things ; be will cherish 
the weakest believer that han~ upon him ; be will bind 
11p the broken-hearted ; he will strengthen the bruiaed 
r8ed ; and ~lory-yes, he will glory in the branches of 
the ftourithing cedar. Nothiq diahono111'8 him but sin; 
while b.J the very dawninga of graoe and holine11 il he 
&]oriied in hia houte of prayer. Build ye, thea. d* 
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houee wherever the J;ll&ee for his name is wanted ; it is 
the birth·place of h1s children, it is the nursery of hie 
Mints, it is the place where his glory delighteth to dwell, 
it is the habitation of his honour upon earth, and the 
place where be will be glorified. 

I shall now draw my subject to a conclusion by a 
few words of friendly and seasonable advice to what I 
may reasonably judge the different parts of my audience. 
First, I must beg leave to addreaa you in general. My 
friends, the collection of this day is intended as a mite in 
aid of the expenses of building a house for the worship 
of God. To the liberally·informed mind, and to the 
really pious of every sect and party, I trust I need not 
feel any fear of lessening our collection by explaining, 
that the place erecting is fully under the Protestant 
establishment of the kingdom. No ; I trust, to the truly 
liberal and pious, it will be sufficient to say, it is a place 
set apart for the worship of God; and though it is naturally 
to be expected that the Protestant churchman will, upon 
this occasion, be the most liberal, yet I think. we have a 
strong demand upon the pious liberality of the Protestant 
dieeenter; for, if be is a real Christian, he will not only re
joice at the increase of the church of God, under every 
name, and, therefore, give his mite freely to encourage ita 
erection; but he will also, if he has any trueaen~e ofChril
tian gratitude, duly consider under whose wings he is nur
tured and protected ; and that, though perhap• some of ita 
forme and ceremonies may not eo suit the opinion of hie 
mind u to make him altogether comfortable within her 
pale, I would request of him, while he glories in hia own 
liberty of worshipping God according to his own eon
science, I would request of him to consider how long he 
suppoeee he would enjoy that liberty, was the establish
ment of the nation to d~rease in ita sanctioned authority, 
or overturned from being the bulwark. of the national 
religion. It is impo88ible, my friends, in the course of a 
~ermon to enlarge upon or increue the number of the 
reuona that would establish this demand which I am 
now making upon our dissenting brethren, if there are 
any here; but this I feel for them, if they have any grati
tude, they will recollect that though we endeavour, and 
that from conscience, zealously to aupport the establish
ment of the nation, it is an eatabli.8hment of the mo1i 



IOB.IPTtTBAL AllCIIITBC'l'l1U. 2lS6 

liberal toleration ; abe entertains no spirit of per
secution ; abe lays no restraint upon another man's 
coDBCience ; she binda no one within her pale, nor 
shuts her doors against any .• And though she particu
larly unites her strength to the power and authority of 
the civil state, it ia for the protection of all, and none can 
she aasist to correct or restrain merely for religious scru
ples. If, indeed, any are inclined to turn their liberty 
mto licentiousneu, as is sometimes the case in every state, 
it behoves, truly, that thoae few should be restrained 
for the safety of the whole ; but it is not real _{)iety-no, 
my friends, it is something under the cloak of :p1ety-that 
can _{)OSBibly want, in this happy nation, any mcrease of 
religtous liberty. Let us, my friends, then, be truly sen
sible of our high and glorious privileses ; let us rejoice 
that in this nation the Church of Chnst, in all its beau
tiful variety of excellencies, bas a king who reigns in 
righteousness, and who is gloriously its nursing father, 
and a queen who is equallf so its nursing mother ;11 that 
the lords and commons o our realm are not inclined to 
lord it over the faith of any part of God's heritage ; that 
our happy constitution is so framed for the su{lport of the 
whole, that none but the most licentious mmd can feel 
any of its heavier bearings; and that, whether in the ee
tablishment or oat of the establishment, we can scarcely 
say otherwise, bot that we are of the national church. 
No, all are so equally protected, that amidst all her va
rious children there is scarcely a vestige of partiality. 
Men of Israel, then, help in the pious work of building a 
new house upon the ofd foundation-namely, the rock. 
of Chri.lt-to the name of our common Lord-to the 
glory of our common Saviour; and fear to be slack in the 

• A practical application of the 'llllivenal priDciplea of M:uoney. 
111 The preacher might have said tile u.me of Maeoney. The princes 

of the bfdod were ita patrons, and the moat dignified chlnCt.erl in the 
kingdom have fllled the chair of the Graud ~ since ita ftrat eatabliab
ment in thia kingdom. Hla Bo,al HiglmeM the Prince of Wala wu 
at that period ita GraDd Muter, Sir Peter Parker hla Deputy, aDd the 
E.rl of-xoira Wl8 the acting Grand Kuter ; names whlofi were alwa;p 
dear to every Engliabma.n, who thua blended the dignity of their raDk 
with the attainmenta of science, aod the practice of univereal plu"lan
thropy. Under auoh pa.tro~ .Muo11J1 Wl8 IMmll' ll1llpeCtlld by oar 
raleia of aoy revolationaey delllgDII, however the charge might be reiter
ated, or from what quarter II08V8l' it might praceed. 
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pious labor. Survey, M a people, your happy 1ot, aDCI. 
the ~idance of the Divine Providence, and under the 
esertton of your happy constitution, and let there not be 
wanting a place where all may be accommodated to hear 
the word of life, and enjoy those happier privileges of 
re1igioua worship. View with gratitude the glorious &nd 
happy privileges which you, aa a nation, 10 eminently 
enJoy-more than almost any of the surrounding nations; 
peace yet smiles within your borders ; a plentiful barveat 
u again filling the bam and the storehouae ; the eaat and 
the weat are daily pouring their rich treasures inte our 
h•ppy isle ; your enemy is rather drawing from you than 
coming near you, and God baa, I trust, finally restrained 
him from executing his eager and malignant threateninga 
of invasion and destruction. And what is above all 
human estimation, there is no barrenness of his holy 
word in our land ; our churches and our altars are pre
aerved; our ministers have full liberty and the greatest 
encouragement faithfully to feed their ftoeks ; and each 
one of us, aa individuals, can, without fear, drink the 
living waters out of his own cistern, and eat the fruit of 
his own vine. Happy people! he hath not dealt so with 
every nation ; prai~ le the Lord, and zealously build thia 
bouse to the glory o hia name. 

With a word of congratulation and advice to my breth
ren of the Maaonic Order, through whose kind parti~ 
I b&ve been solicited to the honour of this address, I l 
conclude my discourse.u 

I congratulate you, my brethren-yes, I congratulate 
you upon the pious resolution you have in this iostaooe 
taken, of proving to all around you, that though the 
bond of our union baa remained a secret from the earliest 
ages, and will, I doubt not, to the latest ages still sore
main, it is not a secret of disaffection to our king, our 
constitution, or our national church ; nor is it any secret 

11 Bro. Inwood aid of this diJcolUII&-" Ita truth, it. faithlalneaJ, aDd 
U. in•tioo, joined to the friendly and brotherly paniality of it. hearer~, 
il the only foUDdatlon of my hOpe of ita favourable reception. To do 
11117 aervioe to the religious pu-t of our Order, ia the utmoat reward I 
wish for in all my beat endeavours." Bro. Inwood wu a lllOdat IDMI ; 
Wa aermooa are all good, and diapla7 the kiodoe. and pbilaothropy of 
hia diepaai&ioo, u well as the muomc urbanity, by wbici his in~ 
wit.ll the fraternity wu lUiitormly cliatinguilb8cl. 



of disregard to the greateat or the ltm&lleet comforia of 
any of our fellow-citizena.11 No, my brethren, whatevtl' 
ihe ignorant alanderer or the moat evilBUrmi181' may •Y 
or think of the Masonic Union, we oao most coDaOie&
tiously boast an union of the highest principlee of tlle 
truest patriotialll-6ll union of the purest morality, and 
of the most refined humanity ; aad though, aa in all large 
communities, every member may not do the atriciee* 
honour to hi& rrofeaaioo, yet DO well-informed or chari
table mind wil ever raahly condemn anr communii): for 
the dereliction or mistaken. conduct of ita indiVIdual 
members; for we all too lamentably know, tbat all are 
not true Israelites who are :profe&&edly of the hou~e of 
Israel, nor are all irue Christtana who name the name of 
Chriat. But I fear not, in the most public manner, to 
declare, that the l_)rinciple. of Masonry, aa they are taught 
and eetablithed m thl8 country, have the most direct 
tendency, not only to the information ofthe human mind 
in real scientific knowledge, but to the improvement of 
the human heart, and in that heart the inereaae of the 
beet and the most benevolent aft'ectiona.11 To " love the 
brotherhood, fear God, and honour the king," are three 
ornaments eo indiapen&&bly necessary in the profell8ion 
of Englilh Muonry, that, without them, I no more be
lieve any man a Muon, whatever may be hia profeuion, 
than I believe a drunken, swearing, &&bbath-breaking, 
pilfering profeaaor of Christianity, a Chriatian.t• My 

11 Bro. FOibrolre. tile antiquary, aya:" The ~of Freemuonry 
ue thoee of illlpiratioD-loTe • brethnm. Bat it IB llicl our .&ctioil 
II pertiaL n ia DOt 10, aor ia our inlltitatioD • ., .. t.o tbe am prizd
- of natale ud zeMOD." ADd tbe ~ fa Jl8dlotl1 correct. 
\Ve follow tbe advice of St. Paul-" AI we bave tllerelon opportunity, 
W • do ~ ut.o all men, especiallJ 1111to thOle who ue ~ tbe houe
hold ol faith." See " An Apol081 fop tbe Fl'ee1118110111," b7 die Editor, 
P• 10. 

11 This ..niOD Me beeD triiUilJibuatly Teriled iD 0111' OWD timll, by 
the ~ of our Jm..-ou~ charitable illltitutioM, whicllt.r aceed t1aole 
ol aDJ cKber uiatiDc IOOiety of the IUD8 liDtited ebanloter. Our .... 
lor Dlale aod tea.le orpbaol, oar clooattoaa to the widow IIICluforilmate 
brother, oar aaaaltt. lor the ..-1 KIIOil, 111111 oar 18Jiaalor the ~ 
-- del&iiute, haft proclafmed the pnilea of ~ ... .... 
wide; and ehow, u our ~enod brother well up it, t11M 11M 1 
improlta the heart &Dd u:paada all the beaevoleDt a8'ectioDI. 

M AI all wen DOt of dbril& who caiW ~ ~ iD the 
time of the ...,._, 10 all ue DOt 11810111 who bave beeD iDi&iated int.o 
tile Order. .1. bowledp olligoe, wonil, ud tolrall, ~ • UW, 
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brethren, you will excuae thia plainness of language from 
one who knowa not to Batter in these matters of the 
greateet importance. I have now been in the society 
of MaaoDB near twenty years, and the greatest part of 
that time Chaplain to a body of that fraternity in the 
oounty of Kent, where that aooiety is as numerous and 
retpectable u in almost any county in the kingdom ; my 
friends amongst them are numerous and valuable ; my 
communications amongst them are daily, and to me, in a 
100ial IJ8D&e, very valuable ; and my labours amongst 
them, aa their Chaplain, have been always the most ac
ceptable aa they have been the more faithful. That I 
have praised them, their Order, and their principles, both 
in the church and by the press, I am not ashamed to 
acknowledge in any auembly; and if you follow the 
aame principles, you will deserve the same commenda
tiou ; for a good Mason mu1t be a good man.11 The 

to apply them according to their pro_Per d&~ign, ca.n no more constitute 
a MUon, thaD the pot!ll8Uion of working tools c&D make a man a ~ 
ter, uui. he bows how to ue them. There are maDJ erroneoaa opinlOIIf 
abroad OD this point. .A pereon proolll'el initiation, and faDoiel thil il 
all he want& There never waa a more fatal mistake. Initiation ia but 
the hom-book of MuoDJ1, and ia only of the same ue towards a know· 
ledge of lt.l _P.rlnclplell, u the alphabet ia to thoee who are deliroiUI of 
em•mng in li~ attainmellt.l. Utma colllidera&ton weredul7 enforoad 
on fm1r! candidate for Muonry, the Order would IIIIUille a di11nnt 
UD8Ct. and ita genuine lustre woUld he more univereally displayed. 

lt Tbe preacher hu not aaid 10 much in his OWD behalf u be might 
jiUitlf have doue. He wu 10 uni'9'81'11&lly ~ in his province, that 
the 61'8thren regarded him u a father. The beuevoleDoe of his princi
pl&~ illirlkingl,y dilpla,eci in a letter, which he wrote oo the anbjeot of the 
projeoted union of the ancl81lt and modern 18Ctl0111 of the craft, cWed 
Feb. ~. 1806, and which wu floally elllated ill 1818. Bro. Inwood 
•11 : "I lDOiti oordially oougrstulate the Oral\ on the happJ' union 
which ia now likeiJ' to he e&tAblished between the ancient aDd modern 
¥ucml, b7 means of the Bight Bon. the Earl of Moira. 'l'bele are oir
c1lJIIIItaooell which must he highl7 gratifying to a virtlloiUI mind, and 
whlob alone can make Muonry moet eminently aaeful, and IDOit eminentl7 
beautilbl, vii., an union of the brethren. ADd nrel7,li qmy be jutly 
im~ upon the mind of .-rery brother, that, wl~ 10 ezoellent an 
ezample befOre him, he il uuwortJi7 the aame of a Muon, If be eitller 
~JK1111811 or OOIIDtellaDOIII any other principle but the principle of union. 
lly opinion, thea, il, if any member, wh8dler of m7 oWD aoc!et7 or tile 
other, c1oel anything, in word or deed, to inoreaae the ditliftDoe, or 
enlarge the breach, he il, whether intA!Il&tonally or not, abaoluWy an 
hindranoe t.o the growth of brotberlJ love, and OOD18q1Uiltly BUbverta 
all the beat efl'eotli not onlJ' of the principles of lluOI:IrJ', bat alao of 
Obrinlanity.'' 



system of :Muonry is a system well ealculated for the 
improvement of seience, for the refinement of manners, 
for the increue of morality, and for the extension of 
charity, benevolence, and brotherly love. If a profened 
Muon, therefore, is ignorant or rude, or immoral, or un
charitable, you must lay it to the incorri~bility of hill 
own nature, and not to any defect or evil 1n the system 
he has adopted. No, the true Mason is the true patriot; 
he will be always ready ~rsonally to stand forward in 
the rank. of danger, or, w1th the most liberal portion he 
can spare from the necessities of his family, zealoualy to 
aup{H>rt his king and constitution, and to save his country. 
He 18 a true Christian. Masonry is an enemy to all im
morality, and the friend of :{'iety and virtue; she form• 
societies for the relief of her mdigent brethren, that none 
lhould perish without the tender care of brotherly love; 
she bmlds and endows schools for the female orphan, 
that female virtue and modesty should not be destroyed 
under the trying evils of youthful ignorance, distress, or 
poverty. And, in the instance before us, I trust the 
friends of Masonry will not be found backward in imi
tating their ancient patron, King Solomon, and in show
ing their zeal and liberality in aiding to build a temple 
to the Lord of Hoeta, the Supreme Grand Architect of 
universal nature, and, in their profession, their only 
worth1 and worshipful Lord and Master. Her private 
charities are beyond my powers to enumerate or describe ; 
to many I have, with the highest sensation of pleaaure, 
been an eye-witneu and conveyor ; and seldom, indeed, 
have I been witneu to a refusal (where the most rational 
prudence dictated it not) where the mite of masonic 
benevolence was solicited to wipe the widow's tear, to 
relieve the oryhan's distresaea, or to soothe the sorrows 
of virtuoue ml88ry and afBiction : in short, true Masonry 
can never disgrace any one, but it may illumine the 
brightest ornaments of humanity. My beloved brethren, 
ye all know that thia masonic panegyric is perfectly true 
of all her principles and of all her profession. Be it, then, 
your task, in the beautiful uniformity of all your conduct, 
to cheek the evil surniise, and sto~ the voice of elander, 
by which this beautiful Order of our profession ia so 
much and so unjustly stigmatized by those who know 
not her beauty, or her charms, or her utility; 10 will 
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you do beet honour to the Craft...-4o will you beet dignify 
her oraamenta aod her jewel1-10 will you reap to your-
~elve~ her beei benefit., spread her true fame around 
you, aod thereby do ao euential benefit to mankind. 

I have, I fear, tre.pueecl upon the usual time allowed 
to theae exercises, tiut my excu~e, my friends, is this, 
that however your patience, through my inability, may 
be exhauated, I am confident none of the topics before 
ua are at all exbauated ; and tbough my belt endeavoun, 
I k.oow, C&llllOt jultly de~erve your approbation, yet I 
am perfectly sure ita object richly deserves your beet 
attention, for it ia the glory of God, the furtherance of 
religion, and oon~equently the best benefit of human 
nature.• 

• Tbe Editor preeeota ldl frat.mlal complimeatll to tlle brethreu, who 
ban aooompauied him thr011gh t.beee fo"lll' TOilllllfJI of " The Golda 
BemaiDI of om Earl7 Jluouic Writell." &lid begl to obeen'e here, thM 
OD oompariDg the prospe<mJI with the preeeut volume, t.be7 will IIDd 
three ciet.ched aermooa omitted, and an additioual aermou b7 Bro. 
Inwood introdoced, for which the Editor baa two !Albatautial re110111, 
tint, it Wll ~ht that the Tolame woald be mON JIS'ht if die lifo 
mODI were .U b7 ODe .. thor; and 11800Ddly, it wu aapeat.ed by die 
~r, that If the origiual dMigu were carried out, tb8 Tolame woald 

more balb tbaD Ita compul0111, IIIICl aot oal7 deltroy the aaJ. 
formity of the let, La* it woald allo ba"N 'beea .-ry to men.. tile 
prioe, which the publiaher t.boa{ht it delirable to aToid. It Ia ~ 
tberefore, that tlleae reuooa will be 00111idered bz the bmbreD iilf6. 
aiet.IJ oopnt to u:oaae u lllt.eratiOD of tile orlgiDIJ a.tp. 
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SERMON L 

TBB CBlBJ' OOJUIID BTOBB. 

8i. Kark .m. 10, 11. .... .. 

a And ha'Ye ye not read this Scripture r The Stone which the 
bailden reject.ed is become the held of the OOJ'IIIll' : 

a 'Ibis waa the Lord's doiDg, and it ia manelloaa in oar 8J&" • 26'1 

SERMON ll. 

TBB OKLY FOUimATIOB. 

1 aor. w. n. 
"J!'or otbar toaadatioa eu no -.n la7 tbu tbat ia laid, which II 
~- Christ." • 2M 

SERMON m. 
'l'BB BPDUTUAL TBJIPLB. 

BpheduleiL It-a 

" Now tberetore ye are no more 11f.raDsen aDd foreiperl, bat 
fellow-cltiama with the ainta, and of the hoaaehold of God ; 

" And are built upon the foundation of the apoet.lea aDd propheCI, 
Jsas Ohriat Himlelf being the chief ooruer atoDe ; 

a In whom aD the building fltl7 framed topther, groweth 1IDto 
an hol7 temple in tbe Lord ; 

"In whom ye also are ballded together for an babitatioo ol God 
tlaroap the Spirit." • 2ft 

18 





S E R M 0 N S. 

SERMON I. 

TBB OmBP OORNBB STONB. 

".dta4 1aaw Y' not rtJGd thil Scripture 1 To 8TOn wk.icA tM ~ 
rljtCUJ. U becorM Tim BUD OF TD OOIUID : 

"TMIWUI tM Lord's doing, and it il marwUow in our e'!l"·" 
8.UKT H.t..u: d 10, u. 

TBBsB words, my dear Brethren, uttered by Christ 
Himself, when apeaking to the Jewa in the Parable of 
the Vineyard, I 6ave aelected for my text, beeauae they 
will be admitted by Jew and Gentile, bein~ aet forth in 
the Old Teetament, u well u in the New 1n almoet the 
aame word&-proclaiming at once, by a reference to 
their own Scripturea, the rejection of God'a oft'er of 
Mercy by Hia ancient people, Hia beneficent care of the 
human race, and their aalvation to the ends of the earth, 
expreaaed in the plain but emphatic language of operative 
Kuonry-a language adapted to the comprehension of 
mankina; evidencing the propriety of inculcating prin
oiplea by the type• and figurea of Maaonry. 

Jeaus, who po88e8aed Divine knowledge, who came 
from the boaom of Hia Father to redeem the world, who 
had all wiadom, and all the powers of language at Hia 
command, thought proper in this plain and beautiful 
language of Maaonry thu• to introauce Himaelf to the 
Jewa of that time, and to the world by the written Word 
in all after agee. 

The parable of the Vineyard, from which the text il 
taken, referred to the J ewiah nation at large, and more 
~ially to their rulers and teaehera, becaUJe they neg
lected their duty, and were unfaithful to their trust. 
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But God sent Prophets to call them to Repentance, and 
to remind them of the promiaes of a MeBBiah who was to 
come. Therefore the fruita were demanded in their eea
aon. But instead of " Repenting and doing works meet 
for Repentance," they apprehended the servants of 
God, and treated them as enemies. Notwithstanding 
this, the Lor<!. Ghor...ght prop~; to send His _,r.ly and well
beloved Son, supposing that they would " reverence 
Him." But when they saw the Son, the Saviour of the 
world, " they said among themselves, This is the heir; 
come, let us kill Him, and the inheritance shall be oun." 
When Jesus had l!lpoken this parable, He enquired, 
When the Lord, therefore, of the vineyard cometh, what 
will He do unto thoee husbandmen Y They say unto 
Him, He will miserably destroy those wicked men, and 
will let out His vineyard unto other huabandmen, which 
shall render him the fruita in their seasons." 

To bring this admission home to their consciences, and 
to leave them without excuse, He called their attention 
to a passage of Scripture contained in the hundred and 
eighteenth Psalm, tbe twenty-second and twenty-third 
venes, recorded more than· a thouaand years previously 
-" TRB STONB which the lnUitkr1 r~ u ~ TD 
HBAIHJTONB 01' TRB CORNBB. Thil U tM LoRD'S t/.oiag; 
it u .arwllou in fiUT ¥'·" 

In addressing myself to you, my brethren pf the Royal 
Craft, who are assembled on this anniversary in the Tem
ple of the Lord, I feel called upon aa an ambueador of 
God for Christ's sake to embrace this first opportunity to 
declare to you, and to this congregation, all the counsel 
of God ; for woe is unto me, if I preach not the Gospel! 
And although there probably are Bre~hren p:reaeot, 
cleloended from God's ancient people, or belonging to 
other nations; for the universality of our Order, ita ea
iending from JlOle to po~fromEut to West, embraein« 
within its ~hty aeope all the oations of the earth, 
without any diStinction of country, of clime, or of eol
our; itl ddl'u1ive bene"tolenoe ; its widely-extended phi
lanthropy ;-and these being the bright and charitable 
principle~ upon which the lnltitution is founded, they 
oenoot, if they have l'ifJhtly learned our Science, but 
hiplr approve of our meeting thia day in God'• Holy 
Temple. For we auemble ~~motioned by the Law of tM 
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Land, we have for our Ruler a Prince of the Empire, t1u 
Volume of 1M Sacred l..tw1 u our Guide, and Faith, Hope, 
and Charity are the principles inculcated. 

It is my duty, Brethren, and my happinese to preach 
to you on this anniversary, I wish it nad fallen on one 
more skilled in the science of Freemasonry, more power
ful and eloquent. I, however gladly avail myself of this 
opportunity in all sincerity and plainness of s~ch to 
exhort you not merely to perform your Masomc Duties 
with freedom, fervency, and zeal; but aleo I exhort you 
as a Christian Minister by the mercies of God to perform 
your Christian Duties; to look for Salvation to Jesus 
Christ--" TM Head-1tone of tlte C01"11e7' ;" to secure for 
yo11rselves by Hia merits, and through a lively faith in his 
blood, immortality in Mansions not made with banda, 
eternal in the Heavens. 

I propose with the Divine ble88ing to consider the text 
under three heada. 

First-To shew the Scriptures quo~ by Christ; and 
that " THB STONE which the builder, rejiued," referred to 
therein, is the Lord Jesua Christ Himself. 

Secondly-That Ha " u become TBB Ha.a.D O"' TBB 

Couaa." 
Thirdly-That " Thu ~Ga~ u.e LoRD's doi.•g, aflll ~ u 

fDIJ'Tflellou in our eyu. '' 
And in eoncluaion to make such practical remarks 

thereon, and on your Maeonie Dutiea, u the aubject and 
the ocouion shall seem to require. 

Fint, then-the Scripture quoted by Chn.t was, doubt
leu, that recorded in toe hundred and eighteenth PIIIWm, 
the twenty-eecond and twenty-third veJ'Iel : Tm~ STONB 
IA\ich tM lnlilderl ~ U becotM TBB HBAD-ftTONB OP 
To Co&Naa. Thu u tl&e l..o&D's cioiJw; ~ ;, ~ ia 
ovr eyu." , 

Many are the pauages of Scripture in which God hu 
been pleued to ~in the Symbolical and significant 
language of o~ative :Muonry. Three timet iD the Old 
Testament, and lb. times in the New Teliament, ia my 
~«a referred to. Even the Jewish Rabbiea, and the 
learned of all ages, acknowledge that i4 expreealy refen 
to Christ. In the twenty-eighth chapter of the Prophet 
I,aiah, the .Uteentb ana aeventeenth venea, are theae 
worda : " Therefore thua l&ith the Lord God, Behold, I 
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lay in Zion for a foundation, A sroNB, A 'l'lliBD B'I'ONB, .A. 

PBBCJous co&NBa-sroNB, a sure foundaiion: be that 
believeth shall not make haste. Judgment also will I 
lay to the line, and righteousness to the plummet." In 
the forty-ninth chapter of Genesis, and the twenty-fourth 
verse, where Jacob blesses his sons, amongst the bless
ings to Joseph he said,-" the arms of his banda were 
made strong by the banda of the mighty God of •Jaeob; 
from tltence u THE SBBPHBRD, THB SToNB OF lsBABx.." 
In the twenty-firat chapter of the Gospel according to 
Saint Matthew, and the forty-second verse, it is thu 
written: "JeaUB aaith unto them, Did ye never read in 
the Scriptures, The Stone which the buildera rejected, the 
ltJflle u becon&e the 1U!tUl of the c~er: this is the Lord' a 
doing, and it is marvellous in our eyea Y" In the twen
tieth chapter of Saint Luke's Goa~l, the aeventeenth and 
eighteenth venea: And Jeane l&ld, "What is thia, then, 
that is written, The Stmre which the builden rejected, 
the ~mM u become tke 1U!tUl of the CorMr 1" In the fourth 
chapter of the Acta of the Apostlea, the tenth, eleventh, 
and twelfth veraea: " Be it llnown unto you all, and to 
all the people of Israel, that 1iy the ft4IIUl of Jmu Chrilt I( 
Nazareth, whom re crucified, whom God raised from the 
dead, even by Hw doth this man stand here before you 
whole. Thu u the Stone which waa set at nought of you 
builden, which is beeome the 1U!tUl f(tlle Conaer. Neither 
ia there Salvation in any other ; for there is ~ ot1ur 
ftlUIIe under ~eaven given among men whereby we must 
be aaved." In Saint Paul's Epistle to the Romana, the 
niath chapter, the thirty-aeeond and thirty-third venee, 
are words of similar import. In the aeeond chapter of 
the Epistle of Paul the Apostle t.o the Ephesians, and 
the twentieth verse, are these words : "And are built 
upon the foundation of the Apostles and Prophets, JBsus 
CHRIST HIMBBLF BBING TRB OHIBF COaNBil-8TONB." In 
the fint Epistle general of Saint Peter, the aeeond chap
ter, the sixth and seventh veraee, we read," Wherefore 
also it is contained in the Scripture, Behold, I lay in Zion 
a chi4 cortf.er-lton.e, elect, precioUB : and he that believeth 
on Hw shall not be confounded. Unto you, therefore, 
which believe lU is preeioUB : but unto them which be 
disobedient, the 1tmre which the builden diaallowed, 1M 
..., u rrao.Je tAe wd of the eon.er. '' 



Tim CBIBP COllNBR STONB. 271 

Thus, then, have I point-ed ou~ the Scripture referred. to 
by Chrilt Hinuelf, nor need I multiply texts on the sub
ject ; for if, after such abundant proofs from the Prophets, 
the Evangelists, and Apostles, any human being, who has 
heard, or read, and digested them, hesitates to make a 
full belief in the Lord Jenu Christ-" the Stone which the 
builders rejected," then, I say to him, "neither would he 
be persuaded though one rose from the dead: And good 
were it for that man if he had never been born." Let 
me earnestly entreat that person, if there caa be such an 
one present, by the mercies of God, to tum with all his 
heart to the Lord Jesus Chriat, who will have mercy upon 
him. 

Secondly-That the Lord Jesua Christ "u become the 
head of the Corner." 

Having just shewn you that the Redeemer of the 
World is typified by that "Stone which the builder~rejeaed," 
and would have thrown aside &8 worthless among the 
rubbish ; but which, by the mighty power of God, and 
to the astonishment of the a~ostles and disciples, became 
the chief CO'I"'Mt'-ltmla, supporting the whole spiritual tem
ple, and uniting the several parts of it into one building
" an habitation of God through the Spirit," I will now 
lhew its accomplishment, and that CuJUsT "u become 
TBB BEAD or TBB CoBNBL" 

No sooner had Adam fallen from his first estate, than 
the Lord God declared to him, that, notwithstanding the 
ruin and degradation he had brought upon himself and 
bit posterity by his disobedience, He would provide a 
Saviour in the person of His Son the Me88iah who 
should come. Accordingly, in the third chapter of 
Genesis and fifteenth verse, the promise is thus recorded: 
" And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, 
and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy 
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel." And in the twelfth 
chapter of Genesis and third vene, God declared unto 
Abraham : " In thee shall all families of the earth be 
blessed." In the twenty-second chapter of Genesis it is 
written, That the angel of the Lora called unto Abra
ham out of heaven the second time, and declared in the 
eighteenth verse: " In thy seed lhall all the nationa of the 
earth be blessed." 

A llimilar promile wu made in the viaion of Jaoob's 
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ladder, u recorded in the twenty-eighth chapter of 
Genesia, and the fourteenth vene. Ana there are other 
auoh like prophecies. 

TM ~i.e of the Metsiah's coming i.e also set forth in 
the forty-ninth chapter of Genesis, and the tenth verse, 
"The aeeptre shalf not depart from Judah, nor a law
~ver from between hie feet, until Shiloh come." And 
lD the second chapter of Haggai, the aixth and seventh 
ve1'8el!, it i.e recorded,-" For thu1 saith the Lord of 
host. ; yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the 
heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land ; 
And I will shake all nations, arul tM duire of all ,uztimu 
•hall come: and I will fill this house with glory, saith the 
Lord of boats." In the ninth chapter of Daniel, and in 
the third chapter of Malachi also, tlte time of Hu cowr.itag 
ill aet forth. 

In the ninth chapter of Isaiah, the sixth and seventh 
"Verses, we find Hie prophetic birth, His title, and spi
ritual offices deacribed, "For unto us a child is born, 
unto ua a son is given : and the government shall be 
upon Hi1 shoulder ; and Hie name sball be called Won
derful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everluting 
Father, The Prince of Peaee. Of the increue of His 
government and peace there shall be no end, .•.... The zeal 
of the Lord of .hosts will perform this." And in the 
lleCOnd Psalm and aeventh vene it i.e written, " I will 
declare the decree : the Lord hath said unto me, Thou 
art my Son ; this day have I begotten thee!' 

In the fifth chapter of the prophet Micah, the 1e00nd 
and third venea., 1M Bi~ of Chrilt wu foretold,
" But thou, Beth-lehem E'phratah, though thou be little 
among the thoui&Dda of Judah, yet out of thee shall He 
come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel ; whose 
soinga forth have been from of old, from everluting. 
Therefore will He give them up, until the time that abe 
which travaileth hath brougl:tt forth :" And in the 
Mventh chapter of Ilaiah and fourteenth vene it il 
written, " Tlierefore the Lord Himaelf shall give you a 
~ ; Behold, a virgin shall conceiTe, and bear a Son, 
and shall call His name .Im.aawl.'' 

Herein, then, is 1et forth the prophetic pJ'OIIli181 of the 
Meui.ah; for, u soon u Adam fell, God promiled the 
Saviour, whioh promile He oitea repeated by the pro-
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pheta, and He aet forth 1M tV.te of His coming, 1M tnira
c:.zo., fJit.IMer t( Hu ~' and tM ~ of His birth; 
all tMicA took. plaee wit& an a.ccuracy that nothing but 
Omnipotence could accomplish. 

It was foretold, as we have before seen, that the Hee
siah ahould come before the sceptre departed from J odah, 
that ill, before the Jewish government wu destroyed ; 
and a.ccordingly the Lord Jesus appeared, shortly before 
it was overthrown by the Romans. It was also foretold, 
that He should come before the destruction of the aecond 
Temple; accordingly, Christ appeared some time before 
the deetruction of the city and Temple of Jeruaalem, by 
the Romans, aa proJ!hesied by Haggai. It was foretold 
by the Prophet Dan1el, that Christ should come at the 
end of four hundred and ninety years after the rebuilding 
of J eruealem, which bad been laid waate during the 
Babylonieh captivity ; that He should be cut oti; and 
after that, the city and Temple should be destroyed, and 
made deaolate,--all wlt.ich happened accordin~ly. It was 
foretold, that He should be bom of a virgin, 10 the town 
of Bethlehem, that He should be of the tribe of Judah, 
of the seed of David, that " the spirit of the Lord ahou)d 
reet u~n Him, the spirit of wiaaom and understanding, 
the splrit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge 
and of the fear of the Lord ;"1--eo that at twelve yeara 
old they found Him in the Temple in the midst of the 
docton, both hearing and asking them questions. And 
all that heard Him were astonished at His undentanding 
and anewers. And after entering on His ministry, Hia 
miraolee were many, great, and beneficial,-He opened 
the eyee of the blind, the ean of the deaf, and caused 
the tongue of the dumb to Bing ; the lame walked, the 
lepen were cleansed, the dead railed, in the preaenoe of 
many witn88188. 

Ii wu also foretold, that He should die a violent death, 
that He should be wounded for our transgreeeions, and 
bruiaed for our iniquitiee, that the chutisement of our 
~ should be upon Him, that with His stripee we 
should be healed, that God would lay on Him the ini
quity of us all.1 All uHttch tDt.U literally accorwpli.Witl i. 
1M "'.ff~ rf ClatVI, " who died for our Bins, the jun 
for the UDJUit, that He might briug us to God.'" 

'Ia ld. t. • Iaa. liii I 1 PM., w. 18. 
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HB is, therefore, by Hie miraculous birth, by Hie 
ministry, by His death, by His glorious Resurrection aod 
.A.eceoaion, become THB HBAD oF THB CoBNBB, that il, 
the Grand Ornament, Stability, and Cement of the whole 
Spiritual Temple-the Wisdom, Strenf!tb, and Beauty 
of the whole Edifice, which God is bu1lding up by the 
incorporation of Gentile Converts with the believing 
Jews, who bring forth the fruita of righteoueneaa to Hie 
praiae and glory. 
· Thirdly-" Thil wtU the LoaD's doing, tJIId il u .am

lou in ovr eya." 
By the paasages of Scripture, which I have already 

quoted under the two former divisions of the text, it is 
too evident to need further proof, that it " waa the 
Lord's doing;" for, He is not only the Creator and Gov
ernor of the Univerae, but by Him all things exist in 
heaven and earth, and for Hie pleasure they are aod 
were created. 

That the Almighty should, after the disobedience and 
fall of man, condescend still to look upon him, and pro
vide, in the person of His only Son, a Saviour, not only 
to redeem him from eternal death, but to raise him, b7 
faith in Hie blood, to the mansions of Immortality, 11 
Mercy beyond human comprehension; "which things 
the angels desire to look into."4 For herein was God's 
holiness and justice satisfied, and His goodness and mercy 
displayed, "For God so loved the world, that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlaatiog life."' Oh! the 
heighth, and the breadth, aod the depth of the LoVB oJ' 
Goo, for that whilst we were enemies, He hath granted 
us His Salvation. 

Remember, my Brethren, that "thU utk Ltml• doiag. 
aad it il marvellcnu in our eya." Yes, it is marvellous, 
marvellous aa wu the interpretation of the dream of 
N ebucbadnezzar by the prophet Daniel, aa recorded in 
his second chapter. The God of heaven had determined 
to set up another kingdo.. which should never be destroyed, 
or fall under the power of other conqueron, aeeing it 
would " break in p1eces, and consume all these- kingdo1118, 
and stand for ever." This was represented by "a Sroo 

•1 Pet. Ll2. • 8L Joba UL lf. 
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cut out without banda," which "emote the image," and 
utterly destroyed it, and "became a great mountain, and 
filled the " whole earth." 

The truths contained in the revelation of Daniel are 
established. The Chaldean monarchy, over which Ne
bnebadnezzar reigned, bas long since p888ed away. The 
Kingdom of the Medea and Persians succeeded, and fell 
in ita tum. The Macedonian, or Grecian, monarchy of 
Alexander, is gone. And the Roman' Empire also fell at 
the appointed time. And we look forward to the gradual 
growth of Christ's Kingdom, represented by " the SToNB 
cut out of the mountain without banda," by the Omni
potent, which shall by degrees grow to a great mountain, 
and fill the whole ·earth. 

You here observe what wonderful works God baa done, 
and He will eet up Hu Kin~, which shall never bed&
atrored ; every obstacle muat flee before it. And all the 
Nations of the Earth be " called out of darknesa into Hie 
marvellous light." 
M~ also was the visit of the Angel Gabriel to 

the bleaeed Virgin Mary to announce her Qmceptim&. As 
was also the Birth of Jeans at Bethlehem, when the angel 
of the Lord came upon the shepherds, and the Glory of 
the Lord shone round about them : accompanied by a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying 
" Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men." The ducent of the Holy Ghost like a 
dove, and lighting upon Him at His Baptim: And a 
fiOice from heaven, saying, " This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased." His Tra1t~atim& on the 
Mount as recorded by Saint Matthew, Mark, and Luke
when " His face did shine as the Sun, and His raiment 
wu white as the light." And, behold, there appeared 
unto them Moeea and Elias talking with Him. Thua the 
Law represented by Moeea, and the Prophets by Elias, 
ga• tatimon.y to Jutu. " While be yet apake, behold, a 
bright cloud overshadowed them : and beliold a voice out 
of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased; BBAR H111." 

AT His CauciPIXIoN, the Sun darkened, the veil of the 
Temple rent in the midst, the rending of the rocU. the 
opewng of the graves, and the appearance of many of the 
sainta, risen from their gravee, to mauy in the holy city 
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-the centurion, and they ·that were with him, watching 
Jeeua, beholding thoee tbmge that were done, said," Truly 
thia waa the Son of God." 

At Hts RasuaBBCTJON, " behold, there wu a great 
earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from 
heaven, and came and rolled back the atone from the door 
(of the sepulchre), and eat upon it. His countenance 
was like lightning, and hie raiment white u anow ; 
And for fear of him the keepers did ehake, and became 
aa dead men. And the angel answered and aaid unto 
the women, "Fear not ye; for I know that ye aeek Jeaoa, 
which wu crucified. He ia not here ; for He is risen, 
aa He aaid: come aee the place where the Lord lay.'" 

And at H1a AIICBNBION into Heaven, in the presence 
of a multitude of witneaaea, " He led His diaciples out 
aa far aa to Bethany, and He lifted up His banda, and 
bleaaed them. And it came to pua, while He bleeaed 
them, He wu parted from them, and carried up into 
heaven.'" ALL THBBB are more than ~' they 
eould only have been accomplished by the omnipotence, 
the omniscience, and the omnipresence of the Lord God 
Almighty. 

Having considered the eeveral diviaions of the text, I 
will now more immediately addr8118 myaelf to my 
Brethren. To thoae of you, who know the Science of 
Freemaaonry, who knowa ita operatiN or practical, and ita 
~-or theoretical character, these significant pu
~ea of Scripture appear in all their beauty. That the 
Sctence of Freemaaonry waa established by Divine au
thority, and hu been preeerved under tbe moet trying 
peneeutione by the Almighty Architect of the Univene, 
cannot be questioned. That ita doctrines are contained 
i. lite V ol~~tU of tAe Sacre4 Law, all ita rites, ceremoniee, 
and eeereta prove : nor can any Lodge in tbeee KinJ(doma 
be held unleu t1wJ, hku«l Book be open before all the 
Brethren, forming their reliance, their joy, their hope, and 
their crown of rejoicing. 

That the Institution wu planned for the benefit of 
mankind, cannot be denied. See men of every natiou, 
ioague, and people, of every profellion, joining in ad~ 
ration and praiee of the Almighty Architect of the 

· • St. Matt. nnti. 2-& ' St. Lake DiY. 50, 61. 
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Universe. Then look to the kindness rendered by man 
to his brother ; the din of war has been made to cease
the slaughter of the battle field has been stopped-by 
one emblem of Masonry. Those who were m deadly 
conflict have thrown down their weapons and embraced 
as brothen. 

How often has the shipwrecked mariner, east on a 
foreign shore, found himself and his unfortunate compa
nions, when on the verge of misery and death, rescued 
and relieved by the kind hand of a brother? How often 
has distress been alleviated ; the affiicterl comforted ; 
the widow, the orphan, and the distressed supported; 
the prisoner freed ; and works of Charity and Mercy 
quietly and unostentatiously performed Y 

Surely an Institution framed for such noble purposes 
must ever ~nefit mankind. Unlike many Institutions 
of modem days, and some of the modern Systems of 
Education, Freemasonry never instructs in Science 
without connecting with it Morality; as every type, 
figure, character, and emblem in the Lodge has a moral 
tendency, which inculcates the practice of virtue. 

If we look to the Institution as imparting Scientifio 
knowledge to the opera~ Mason,-here is a vast field 
for contemplation. The promulgation of the Science of 
Masonry, and of Architecture in particular, has greatly 
benefited the world ; for in all ages the most learned, 
the moat acientific men, and most skilful Architects, 
have been !lembers of the Order. They have by their 
advice, exertions, and skill, contributed greatly to the 
extension of Science, and to the comforts of society, by 
the erection of Temples, towns, oities, and pafaces. 
From the days of the Tabernacle, and the erection of 
the fint Temple to the Living God, the Science and 
zeal of the Craft have ever been foremost in erecting 
Temples to His honour and glory. And whatever may 
be now thought of the splendid monuments of Antiquity, 
the works of the Masons of Ancient days, erected b;r 
them after their dispersion from Shinar, in the plains of 
Babylon, in Egypt, at Memphis, Hermopolis, Thebes, 
Penepolia, Pompeii, Balbec, and Palmyra; of EleJ>h&nt~ 
~. Canarah, Chillambrum, and Seringham lD India 
-monuments of ancient days, exalting their summita in 
awful aod decayed grandear, the aatoniahment of. all 
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beholders, from the Yutneaa of their dimensions, and the 
aimilarity of construction, though 80 distant from each 
other, proving the dispenion from Shinar.• The Science, 
skill and perseverance displayed in their construction, 
lead us to hope that they were originally erected in 
honour of the .Almighty Architect of the Universe, or at 
all events to serve as Archives to perpetuate the know
ledge of the Arts and Sciences to their ~terity ; and 
that they have been the faithful, though m many eases 
the inexplicable depositaries to this remote period, can
not be denied. 

After the dispenion from Shinar, the people who 
composed the most ancient races of the Eastern nations 
coula not have soon fallen from the faith of Noah; they, 
doubtless, fervently adored the Almighty in His works ; 
they expressed it in the sculptured symbols with which 
they covered their sacred buildings ; but, in 80 doing, 
they offended the Majesty of Heaven by attempting to 
personify that which admitted of no corporeal simili
tude ; and though virtuous intentions may have dictated 
such a course, and virtuous impressions may have BUo
eeeded for a time, yet, in the lapse of revolving ages, 
they withdrew their thoughts from the Almighty Archi
tect Himself, and paid to the symbol that homage which 
was due only to tlie Divine Original. The preeent race 
of Eastern nations have mostly not only falfen from the 
true worship of God, handed down by Noah, but they 
have also fanen back in the paths of Science, being per
fectly incompetent to construct such mighty workl as 
their forefathers under a pure faith constructed. 

All Masons, I have before said, are not ~ M .. 
sons: there is a great and influential Body numbering 
thousands, who are~p fC'IIlalif,e or Free and Accepted Ma
IOfU, and to thoae who are this day aseemblea I must 
address a few words. My Brethren, Freemasonry :re
quires you by the Ancient Charges to obey 1M Mot'dl 
LatD, aa contained in tl&e Holy_ Bible, that of all men, 
Masons should beat undentand, that God eeeth not u 
man aeeth ; for man looketh to the outward appearance, 
but God looketh to the heart. A Muon is, therefore, 
bound never to act against the dictates of hia conacienoe. 
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Muons unite with the virtuous of every persuasion, in 
the firm and pleasing bond of fraternal love : they are 
taught to view the errors of mankind with compasaion, 
and to strive by the purity of their own conduct to 
demonstrate the superior excellence of the Creed they 
may profess. Thus, Masonry is the centre of union 
between good men and true, and the happy means of 
conciliating friendship amongst those who rnust other
wise have remained at a perpetual distance. 

Freemasonry requires you to study the liberal Arts 
and Sciences, b)" which you may benefit yourself, your 
family, your fnends, your fellow-creatures, and be an 
honour to your country. It requires you also to study 
and practise the cardinal virtues of Temperance, Forti
tude, Prudence, and Justice; to carry out the principlea 
of Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth; and above alf, to 
follow Faith, Hope and Charity.' It requires you also 
to be good and loyal subjects, true to your Queen, just to 
your Country; peaceable, honest, industrious, temperate 
m all things, good members of society, kind to your 
wives and families, courteous to your friends and neigh
bours, anxious to do good to all men, to love tM Brotker
lwod, to fear God, to ltorwtt.r tM Queer&; and whilst you 
practise the weightier matters required by the Law, or 
Juatice, Judgment, and Equity, to forget not Life Eternal 
by Jeaus Christ, 1M only •ure foundation, of all your hopes 
here, and of your eternal happiness hereafter. 

Of your mysteries I cannot here speak; you have 
Rulers su~reme and subordinate, and in this Province are 
bleaed wtth a Provincial Grand Master, who is skilled 
in the Science, courteou1 and communicative. You have 
also able Maaters to preside over your Lodgea : they will 
instruct you in the mysteries of the Craft on all fitting 
oooasions : and the secrets thus imparted to you, you are 
bound to preserve inviolate. . 

As a Mason, your first admisaion in a atate of helpleaa
neu was an emblematic representation of the entrance 
of all men into this their state of mortal existence ; it in
culcated the cherishing leuona of natural equality, of 
mutual de~ndanoe. It instructed you ill the active 
principles of universal benevolence and charity, to make 

• Yidl PM&ton'e mUBtratioas of MaaoDr)'· 
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them the 10lace of your own distre81e8, and to extend 
relief and eonsqlation to your fellow-creatures in the 
hour of their aftlietion. It required you to free the aoul 
from the dominion of pride and prejudice, to look beyond 
the limits of particular Institutions, and to view in every 
10n of Adam a brother of the dust. Above all, it taught 
you to bend with reverence and resignation to the will of 
the Grand Architect of the Universe, and to dedicate your 
heart thus purified from every malignant paasion, and 
prepared for the reeeption of truth and justice, to Hisser
vice, and to the welfare of your fellow-creatures. Paaaing 
on warda, and still guiding your progrees by the principlee 
of moral truth, you were taught next to contemplate the 
intellectual faculty, and to trace it from its development 
through the pleasant paths of science. To your mind, 
thus modelled by virtue and science, The Bibl.B preeenta 
aome great and usefu 1 leaaons more ; teaching you bow 
to p&ll! safely through the intricate windings of this mortal 
atate; and having conducted you to the closing hour of 
your existence, it finally teaches you how to die. You were 
10vited, you were besought, to contemplate often upon 
this great, this awful lesaon, not to be puffed up with the 
knowledge a11d science acquired, but always to remember 
that you are liable to die, to be levelled with the earth, 
aoon to yield up this transitory life, we trust, in sure and 
certain hope of a gloriouaimmortality, in mansion• not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens; for this cor
ruptible must put on incorruytion, and this mortal muat 
put on immortality ere the br1~htnees of the sacred Name. 
or the Redeemer's presence 1s seen; for "behold He 
cometh with clouds, and every eye shall see Him." 

Here, then, you see, that Maaonry contains dift'ereot 
ol&8881 or dewees, suited to the moral induatry and men
tal energy ofits members, who may limit or extend their 
inquirie~ according to their ability or inclination. 

To please the aooomplished scholar, and the ingenious 
artist also, the Institution was planned. Many of ita 
illustratio111 may ap~r unimportant to the confined 
genius, but the man of more enlarged faoultiee will con
aider them in the highest degree useful and intereetia«: 
~~ad in the inveatiaation of ita latent dootrinee tbe pbi
loiO~ber and the mathematician will experience equal 
eatiifaotioQ and delight. To e:s:bauat the vuioua mbjectl 
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on which Maaonry treats transcends the powers of the 
'briabteat geniua, for it is an Institution founded on reason 
and' truth, its deel! basis is t.he civilization of mankind, 
ita greateat glory 11 that it is supported by the mighty 
pillara of science and morality. 

Such, then, my Brethren, is a brief sketch of Freema
sonry, and of the duties you owe so noble an Institution. 
Let me beg you by your lives and actions to adorn it. 
Let me exhort you ever to act as true and faithful Breth
ren. And if there are any present who would ecoff at, 
revile, or slander our Institution, let me beg them to 
pause ere they find fault with what they do not compre
hend-for we shall not revile again, but look to the God 
of Israel as our helper and defender. · 

No just and honourable man can complain that he is 
deprived by its leCTet:!J of the benefits of this Institution ; 
for, deprived of ill ~eCTecy, Freemasonry may long since 
have been lost to the world.1' Like the glorious Gospel, 
it is a mystery couched in allegories, 88 the other was by 
our Divine Master in parables, that the people who heard 
Him might not understand the truths which he ex
pounded privately to His disci~;»les. 

Nor is leCf'tcy a novel doctnne in the world, it is e&
teemed a most praiseworthy virtue, in all rank& of life 
the duty remains the same. The Apprentice must kee, 
his Master's secrete ; the Master must take care of h11 
own; a Juror muat keep the counsel of his fellows; a 
Statesman the aecrets of his Cabinet, or public business 
could not be carried on, and ruinous woufd be the effects 
to the nation. What would be the consequences were 
the sentinel to communicate to the enemy t'M teeret-pau
tDOTd by which his post is guarded ? The principle of 
secrecy pervades in a greater or less degree the policy of 
every Institution : therefore, it cannot with fatmess be 
a charge against thil ancient ItutitutUm, whose foundation 
ia upon this very principle. Every honourable man, 
duly qualified, if be make proper application, may be
come a Member. Enough ia shewn to the World, by the 
diligence, the science, and the usefulness of ita Memben : 
in the broad philanthropy upon which the Institution is 
founded ; in tbe Faith, Hope, and Charity inculcated • 

.., Yidc Dr. Oliver's Theo. Phil. of Freemalolll'1, lAc. .L 
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And I am sure the fair, and more beautiful portion or 
mr. hearers need not complain, since Masons take all the 
toll, responsibility, and labour on themselves. 

If any one of your acquaintance should desire to become 
a Member of the Order, be sure and not recommend him. 
unleBB you know that he is of a kind disposition, chari
table, and desirous of conforming to our ADcient Charges, 
Laws, and Regulations. 

I must now, m:y dearly beloved Brethren, proceed to a 
practical application of my text, and I again ask you,
" Have ye not read thil Scripture P THE STONB which tM 
OuiJ.derl rejected U become THE HBAD OF THB CORNER : Thu 
wcu the Loan's doing, and it il marvellour in our eyu." 

The STONE here spoken of, as I have before proved, 18 

CaarsT. Those who rejected Him the children of Israel, 
the Jews. The Prophet Isaiah, in the fifty-third chapter, 
and third verse, foretold this,-" He is despised and re-

. jected of men, a mao of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief, and we hid as it were our faces from Him, He was 
despised and we esteemed Him not." 
. He was rejected, and the Gentiles were brought in, as 

is recorded in the thirteenth chapter of the Acts of the 
Apostles, the forty-sixth and seventh verses,-" Then 
Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It wu neeea
sary that the Word of God should first have been spoken 
to you; but seeing ye put it from you, and judge your
selves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we tum to the 
Gentiles. For so hath the Lord commanded ua, saying, 
I have set thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that thou 
shouldest be for aalvation unto the ends of the earth." 
Here, then, were we brought into the Salvation of Christ 
Jesus, and we must build our hofes em thilfirmfotmdaiW., 
thil chuf cO'TMI' ltone, or we shal perish. " For there is 
none other Name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we muat be saved," but only the N&me of our 
Lord J eaus Christ. 

You and I, if we do not heartily believe thil, shall 
perish everlutin~ly. Build, then, ye Masons, and all 
ye people, on this chuf corner 1toM, this firm foundation 

.laid in Zion; for Christ is the Rock of your Salvation, 
and your sure refuge. Trust not to your own righteout
neu, but ask of God through Jesus Christ; rely entirely 
on Hie redeeming love, and God will grant you pardon 
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for your sins, and receive you into mansions of eternal 
felicity. 

Are there amongst this Congregation any who despise 
the promises of God, who neglect the means of Grace Y 
If so, let me call upon you to consider that you crucify 
the Lord of Life and Glory afresh, and will receive greater 
condemnation. " Whosoever shall fall on thu STONE 
shall be broken; but on whomsoever it shall fall, IT will 
grind him to powde1.•·u J.et me call upon you to turn 
to God, to repent, to &&k for mercy at the footstool of 
His grace through Christ Jesus. Delay it not for a ma. 
ment, for you may be summoned suddenly before your 
Maker, and your Judge; and if you die in your sins, you 
must perish for ever. Oh ! turn to the Lord in Faith and 
Prayer, and He will grant you His Salvation. 

Listen to the advice, to the warnings, to the exhorta
tions of your nppointed Minister from this place, and he 
will shew you the path of life,-" for in God's presence 
is fulness of joy, and at His right hand is pleasure for 
evermore." 

I cannot conclude this discourse better than in the 
words of Saint Peter, in his first Epistle, second chapter, 
second and following verses,-" As new-born babes, de
sire the sincere milk of the Word, that ye may grow 
thereby : If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gra.- . 
eious. To whom coming, as unto a living 1tone, disallowed 
indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious, Ye also, 
u lively atona, are built uf a api1itual house, an holy priest
hood, to offer up spiritua sacrifices, acceptable to God 
by Jesus Christ. Wherefore also it is contained in the 
Scripture, Behold, I lay in Zion A CHIEF coRNER STONE, 
elect, precious : and he that believeth on Him shall no~ 
be confounded. Unto you therefore which believe He is 
precious : but unto them which be disobedient, THE 
ITONE which the builders disallowed, the aame is made the 
l&ead of the corner, And A STONE of stumbling, and a rock 
of offence, even to them which stumble at the Word, 
being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed. 
But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an 
holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth 
the praises of Him who bath called you out of darkneu 
into -nil marvellous light." 

11 St. Matt. ui. " • 
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TBB ONLY FOUNDATION. 

1 CoiUifTBU.•I iii. 11. 

MY dearly beloved Brethren; the Apoatle Paul in thia 
text of Scripture pointe out to us THB oNLY POUNDATIOJi 
on which we can build our hopes of salvation, and in BO 

doing be followed the Prophets. 
For Isaiah, in the twenty-eighth chapter, and the six

teenth verse, bad declared more than seven hundred yean 
'before, in language the most powerful and magnificent
"Therefore thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I lay in 
Zion for a founiUuion a stone, a tried stone, a preeioua 
eorner stone, a sure fov,ubuion: he that believeth shall 
not make haste." All Commentatoi"B, Hebrew as well as 
Christian, agree that this prophecy referred to the Meuiah, 
whose foundation was to be laid in Zion, where the Lord 
dwelt upon His mercy-seat amon~t His choeen people. 
Here, then, the Penon and Salvation of Jesus Christ are 
represented under the type or figure of a " foundation :" 
"a sure foundation" laid by the Grand Architect of the 
Universe Himself according to Hie eternal counsels and 
His predictions from the beginning, u~n UJI&ich He would 
in due time build, according to the plan of His mercy, 
the magnificent Spiritual Tempk of the mediation andre
demption of man""kind, for the purpose of glorifying Hia 
great and holy Name in the salvation of sinners ; aa well 
as for every human hqpe of mercy and future happines&. 

And I Wish you all to understand what the Apostle~ 
claree in my text in the moat claM and emphatic lan
gu~e : " For Otlher FOUNDATION caa flO .a• lay 1/uM t1tlu U 
laid, tMicA u Jaw c~." 
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In my Sermon, at your last annivenary at Shafteabury, 
I called your attention to the following Scripture, " The 
Stmte which the builden rejected is become the head of 
the corner ; This W88 the Lord's doing, and it is marvel
lous in our eyea.m I pointed out to you the rejection of 
God's offer of mercy by His ancient people the Jewe
His beneficent care of the human race, and their salvation 
to the ends of the earth. I shewed you that the Parable 
of the Vineyard, from which that Scripture was taken, 
refeJTed to the Jewish nation, who rejected our Saviour, 
and that. by their rejection the Gentiles were brought in 
---u is set forth in the thirteenth chapter of the Acts of 
the Apostles, the forty..aixth and forty-seventh venea. 
· I further pointed out to you the interpretation of the 

marvellous dream of Nebuchadnezzar, 88 recorded in the 
11e00nd chapter of the Prophet Daniel ; where the God 
of Heaven nad determined to set up Hit Kingr!mrt, which 
ahould stand for ever--d&V W88 represented by a Stone cut 
out of the mountain by the Ommpotent without banda, 
which amote the image and utterly destroyed it, and ie 
beeame a great mountain that filled the whole earth. 
That the prophecy of Daniel was fulfilled by the destruc
tion of the IdOlatrous Nations of the Chaldean Monarchy, 
of the Kingdom of the Medes, of the Maeedonian, and 
the Boman Empires. That we looked forward to the 
wadual growth of Clrrilt'• Kin~dom, represented by tM 
'Stone eat out of the mountain Without banda, tDiaicla smote 
the idolatrous image of the nationa of the earth, and 
tMicA ahould by degrees grow to a great Kingdom, and 
fill the whole earth-" for the earth shall be full of 
the knowledge of the Lord, 88 the waters cover the 
aea.'" 

I alao pointed out to you the gracious eondeseenlion of 
the Almtghty to man in revealing His Divine will to him 
in the plain, the emphatic, and the beautiful language of 
operative Masonry, thereby rendering clear even to the 
operative Mason the mighty truths of His Mercy and R&-
4iemption u revealed in the ~· 

I now propose to follow the au · eet, having shewn you 
ill mr lut discourse Christ tAe "ead CO'ff&er &me :-I 
aball m this dieooune, relying on the Holy Spirit, shew iD 

• st. Kart :m. to, n. 



286 8BBIION JL 

the language of my text-" For other FOUNDATION can 
no man lay than that is laid, which ia Jnus CsBJsr." 

None, my dear Brethren, ought to be more fully aware 
than you of the important Truths of this Scripture, 
whether as Operative, or as Free and Aceepted, lrasons. 
The importance of a aurefotnadation most be well known 
to you, for at your first admiBBion into the Order, and u 
soon as lou had satisfied your Brethren of your faithful
neas, an were brought to the light of the Law, the 
Prophets, and the blessed Gospel, then was the import
ance of the precise place and position of the fowulalW. 
pointed out to you ; and every one of you have in your 
own proper persona been reminded of the Chief Coraer Stou 
resting upon the sure foundation of tile Roc/c of Age.. 

There, in powerful and empha~c language, you were 
told to raise up on the foundatioA a superstructure uniform 
in ita parts and honorable to the builder; that to all ex
ternal appearance you stood as an upright man and mason, 
and you were solemnly exhorted ever to continue to merit 
and maintain that character. And that tk .vref~ 
may never be effaced from your recollection, you were 
taught at once to look up to tl~.e Glorio~a Cape Sttn&e o/" the 
Spiritual Building, to behold there, inacribea with the a.1r 
probation of heaven and earth "Charity," which, like Ita 
sister Mercy, bleeseth him that giveth, as well as him 
that reeeiveth ; and you were solemnly called upon to 
practise this virtue, which you professed to admire, and 
promiaed to imitate. 

Whatever other persons may say, you, who are Free 
and Accepted Masons, cannot, either scientifically or 
spiritually, plead ignorance of the neceaaity of a sure 
foundation. You must know as Operative Masons that 
all the skill and experience of the Master Mason or 
Builder ia needful to render the foundatw" of an edifice 
secure ; for any error made in the jouniJD.tion cannot be 
remedied, but will occasion the ruin and destruction of 
the whole fabric. The Operative Masoo, when he hu 
the choice of spot, selects with judgment according to 
this .world's wisdom the fotmdation on a rock, or one 
naturally good; if he is called upon to build on a more 
precariousfou.datioA, he adopt. the artificial means of 
concrete, piling, and other helps to make the/~ 
u ll&fe u possible-well knoWing that any error in thia 
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reapeet will be the destruction of the edifice, and the 
ruin of his reputation. 

Here the knowledge of his busineaa, the desire to build 
securely to maintain his charaeter, and to serve his 
K~ter faithfully, secures his best judgment, his utmoe$ 
skill. 

You moat also, if you have learaed Freemasonry 
aright, have heard how our Grand Master, the wise and 
learned Solomon, fonikd the Temple of the Lord at 
Jerusalem, which, when finished, furnished, dedicated, 
and consecrated, the Almighty aanctified by Hie Divine 
presence between the mercy seat. 

And in our day we look forward with hope to the 
restoration of the descendants of our ancient brethren, 
and the establishment of the religion of Jesus Christ in 
the holy city itself, ·w~~ere the Lord said my Name shall 
be tllere. 

A Bishop of our Apostolic Church, one converted from 
Judaism, having been sent forth, and established there, 
under the hope of bringing back to the fold of Jesua the 
remnant of the House of lsrael.......u is moat beautifully 
described in the eleventh chapter of the Prophet Isaiah : 
" And in that day there shall be a root of J e886, which 
aball stand for an ensign of the reople ; to it shall the 
Gentiles seek : and his rest shal be glorious. And ~ 
•lt.all come to· paa in that day, that the Lord shall &et 
Hie hand again a second time to recover the remnant of 
His people, which shall be left, from Aaayria, and from 
Egypt, and from Pathroa, and from Cosh, and from Elam, 
arid from Shinar, and from Hamath, aod from 1M illa1tdl 
of 1M .,_ And He shall set up an ensign for the nations, 
and shall asaemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather 
together the dispened. of J udab from the four cornell 
of the earth." 

Thu chapw, containing a general prophecy of the ad
vancement of Christ's kingdom in the World, I recommend 
to the perusal of all, who feel interested in the spiritual 
happiness of God's cboaen people, the Jewa; to whom 
we as MUons are indebted ror tbe preservation of much 
Masonic knowledge. The chapter refers to the advance
ment which Christ' a kingdom aball make at ditferent &gel 
and periods of time, and we hope that an imporiant era 
ia now approaching, when the glorious timee of the 
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Church which shall be ushered in by the restoration of 
the Jewish nation, when they shall embrace the Gospel 
and shall be restor~ to their own country, is about to 
dawn upon the world. The eleventh verse of the same 
chapter refers expreasly to the recovery of God's people 
also from the ulandl l!f the lea." 

Ob my dear brethren !-If Britoia shall, by the Divine 
bleBBing, have a share in this great, this glorious work, 
how happy, how blesaed will Ike be! If lhe ia referred 
to also In the forty-ninth chapter of Isaiah, and the first 
vel'lle,-" Listen, 0 Ilia, unto me ; and hearken, ye peo
ple, from far;" and again in the twenty-second and twen
ty-third veraea,-"" Thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I 
will lift up mine hand to the Getltilel, and set up my 
standard to the people, and they shall bring thy sona in 
their anna, and thy daughters shall be carried upon Uta,. 
ahouldera. And King• shall be thy nuraing fathers, and 
their Queeu thy nursing mothers." 

'l'hus the Prophet prophesied of the Church of Christ, 
which should be estabhshed in Jerusalem. And if ortT 

Laad shall be the humble in1truflteflt of God's mercy in 
forwarding this glorious work, then shall we be blessed 
indeed; for God hath said-" Ble88ed is he that bl818eth 
thee."1 

But to retum to my tezt-The worda, " For other 
founiJatioJI, can no man lay than that ia laid, which ia Jesus 
Chriat," were spoken by St. Paul to the Christiana at 
Corinth in consequence of divisions among them, and the 
Apoatle's object wu to shew them, that all their minie
ten were but like workmen employed in the aame build
ing, and there ought to be no jealouaiee amongst them. 
In the fifth verse of the same chapter he aays, " who 
then is Paul, and who ia Apolloa, but miniaten by whom 
ye believed, even u the Lord gave to every man?" And 
1n the ninth and tenth veraee-" For we are labouren 
fioge*her with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God'• 
building. According to the grace of God which is given 
unto me, as a wise master-builder, I have laid thefoi#IIJ4. 
'to. and another buildeth thereon. But let every man 
take heed how be buildetb. thereupon. For otAer f~ 
"- ca. t10 '*'"lay IMn tltal u laid, tOlaich u Juw ClrrWI." 

• Numbera ul•. 9. 
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The great Truth c.ontained in theae words of the te:d 
is often mentioned in the Scri.Pturea. When St. Peter 
waa brought before the JeWlBh rulen for preaching 
Clarilt, he told them boldly that He was the Stoae they 
had set at nought, and he added, " Neither ia there salva
vation in any otlter: for there is tzone otller name under 
heaven given among :men, whereby we must be saved."4 

My text,-" For other .FOUNDATION can no ma11 lay tlliJfl 
that it laid, whic/a it JBeus CHBJ&T," I shall divide into 
three parts. 

First,-TM Fotlndation laid by God. 
Secondly,-" OtAer Foundati.on can no man lay." 
Thirdly,-Which F&rmdation ia Jmu Ckrirc. 
In the fint place I observe, that tku is the foundatiutz 

of God's own appointment, laid before the beginning of 
the world, and it is the OJ&ly jOfrlldotion upon which the 
human soul can build for heaven and happineBB. Tku is 
the only true, the only tried fov~, which God hath 
" laid in Zion." 

It ia not with thisfotmdatitnl, laid by the Grand Archi
tect of the Univei'Be Himself, as with an earthly fooniJ&. 
tion,-for tkU is an entirely perfect fo~, laid and 
maintained by the Almighty Himself: Earthly founda
tions may, as I have before stated, beeeeured by artificial 
means, but here no addition ia required, none can be 
made, for God hath laid it; it is perfect, and no mortal 
being can presume to say otherwise. We may safely 
venture our eternal all upon thisjoruadation, for it will 
stand for ever. Let thousands and millioni of pardoned 
ainnera build upon thia fouttd4tW., and they shall never be 
moved. 

The apparently firm/~ laid by our anceatora, 
the Masone of old, at Babylon, at Nineveh, at Egypt, 
at Peraepolia, and other structures of antiquity, though 
formed of ~nite, of Parian ION'ble, or lint)' rockt, 
promiling 10finite durability, are shattered mto ten 
thou~&nd fragments, lying in heape of ruins, and abould 
convince you of the traoaitory nature of all earthly 
things. 

But tiN[~ iD the text ia aj~ for immor
taliOuls, It il aa immortal u theiDII8l'Y81 ; it • a .ro-a-

• Acta il'. 11, 12. 
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rio~& u firmly established now, as when Adam, Abel, 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the Prophets, Apostles, and 
&iota of ancient days built upon tt, and it will remain 
the l&llle to all eternity. Every human soul that does 
not rest oa thil ,.,-e foundation will fail in the day of 
trial. 

My Brethren, let every man try tMfottndation on which 
he is building, and prove his own work ; for every other 
[OUfUlatim& is sliding sand ; is yielding air ; is a bursting 
bubble, and will be swept away in the terrible day of 
judgment. Our bleued Lord and Saviour in His ser
mon on the Mount, the most powerful and the most im
portant one ever preached, concluded it, as recorded in 
the seventh chapter of St. Matthew, in these words:
"Therefore, whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, 
and doetb them, I will liken him unto a wise man, 
which built his house upoa a rock: And the rain descend
ed, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat 
upon that house ; and it fell not : for it was fmmded 
".PO" a rock. And every one that heareth the&e sayings 
of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a 
foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: And 
the rain descended, and the ftoodJ came, and the winds 
blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell, and great 
was the fall of 1t. And it came to pasa when Jesus 
had ended the~e sayings, the people were astonished 
at His doctrine : For He taught them as one having au
thority, and not as the Scribes.''6 

You, my Brethren, I hope are fully aware of all tbia, I 
truat that God of Hia infinite goodneu and mercy has 
enlightened your understanding, hu revealed to you Hill 
grace, and convinced you that you can rest on no other 
jUDdatior&. For, if you are ·not built up u " lively 
atonea" oa thu lUre Jouflllatioft, you will not be partaken 
of the kingdom of heaven. 

If there are any, who have not begun to build ma tlail 
fo~, let me by the mercies of God in Chrilt J 88118 
beg them to begin the work thia very day. 

Secondly, "Other fovniloJ,ion cma no man lay.'' 
Evc:ry man must have some fo•datW. on which to 

build hia hopes of happine~~ hereafter, or being a reapon-

I 8i, lfatt. yU, 24-29. 
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Bible creature, liable to die, to be levelled with the earth, 
to be called to account by his Creator and his J odge, be . 
will be miserable indeed. It is quite impossible for man
kind to divest themselves entirely of the conviction of 
their own responsibility, and of some sense of their duty 
to God. But it is painful to observe on what falsefoua
dtaimu some men build their hopes of God's favour, and 
of happineBB in a future state. . 

We are obliged to notice, with alarm and sorrow, 
some persona truating to every thing except the true, 
THB ONLY FOUNDATION. Many persona trust io their 
not bein_g addicted to grOBB vices, though they do not 
love Goa, nor obey His commandments. Many trust to 
their own moral goodueBB, forgetting that they sin daily, 
and need supplies of grace, and the interceaaion of the 
Redeemer. Others trust to the regular performance of 
the Q.Xtemal duties of religion, exercising the forma with
out the power thereof. Many, otherwise well disposed 
persons, build their hopes of acceptance with GOd on 
their usefulneas in society, their acceptable conduct by 
the world, which they think will be equally acceptable 
to God, without considering that it is only ti&roup;h 1M 
meriu of Chrilt JMU toe can find acceptance. Othen 
deceive themselves br building their bepes on the mercL 
of God without obedience to the precepts of the Goape • 
The more careleBB, and ungodly even, have some ho~ 
of favour with God, though they live without Him, with
out Christ, and without Scriptural hope in the world. 
They rush on, building on a foundlltion of sand, till the 
trial by fire, spoken of by the Apoatle in the 8&ID.e chap
ter as my text, when their work will p&BB through tile 
Refiner's hand, and the wood, bay, and stubble of their 
building will be utterly consumed : or till the rain de
scends, and the floods come, and the winds blow, and 
beat upon their house, and it falla, and great will be the 
fall thereof. 

All these, my dear Brethren, are building on the 
wrong jot~Nlatim., they are not building on THB oNLY 
FoUNDATION-that Rock of Ages, Jesus Christ, laid by 
the Grand Architect of the Universe Himself before the 
beginning of the world.; they do not rest etttirtly on the 
promises of the Gospel, on His grace, and on the merits 
of the Redeemer, u they ahoulcf do ; but they rest upon 
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them.elvee, and their own worka, and they will fail in 
the day of trial and of tempeet. 

Oh remember, my Brethren! what the Apoetle saifll 
in my tezt:-"Ot/w f~ caft rw ..an lag." Build 
not then your hopes of ialvatioo on any other f~; 
on any f~ of your own; but build on tlwJ, which 
God bas appointed, "1Dhicla u Jmu CkrUt." 

And this leads me in the third place to the consideration 
of JBsvs CHRIST, as TRB oNLY FOVNDA.TION. 

God, in Hia own eternal wisdom, settled the plan of 
the aalvation of mankind by J eaus Christ, acoordiog to 
Hia own purpose, for the honour of His great and glorious 
Name, and for the welfare of mankind. It is a mystery 
into which Angels have desired to look without being 
gratified. Hil Omnilciena, or infinite knowledge, could 
only have conceived the mighty plan. Hil Oruipot~J~tCe, 
or almighty power, have carried It into eft'eet. Hu Omai
prvettce, or .presence every where, continue its operation 
to all etennty. The Almighty foresaw the fall of man 
by his own disobedie~, and provided a Mediator and 
Redeemer, that all should not perish, but that aome 
should be saved, and receive everlasting life. He could 
bear no Mediator but a Divine Peraon. He could accept 
no Redeemer but ef His own appointment, and therefore 
He sent His only begotten Son into the world, even 
whilst we were disobedient, to take our nature upon 
Him, and to work out our Salvation. 

At such stupendous oondeaeension, mercy, might, m~ 
jesty, glory, and power, well may we with the Apostle 
Paul, in the eleventh chapter to the Romans and thirty
third vene, ezclaim-" 0 the depth of the riches both of 
the wildom and knowledge of God ! bow unsearchable 
are His judgments, and his ways past finding out!" 

The tezt declares, that "oilier F011NDA.TION cma .o lltM 

lay t/aan that u laid, WBIOR 18 JBsvs Clml.sT." Therefore, 
my Brethren, and all this congregation, let us not only 
know that we rely on tAt rig/at f~, but let ua take 
special heed /tow we build upon it. Our only safeguard ia 
constantly to have ap eye to the f~ on which we 
atand; we mult determine not to know any other fowtiltJ.. 
liofa -,irimally eave J88U8 Christ and Him crucified. 
TAU • tiN ~ laid before the beginning af the 
W«ld. TAU is real Spiritual knowledge; for in Chrilt 
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Jeaua are hidden all the treasures of Divine wildom; to 
know Him truly, and the power of Hia death and Renr
rection, is the sum and substance of the Christian man. 
For he who knows the Son, knows the Father alao, and 
the Holy Spirit, by whom he iB enabled to ccmfe. thu 
Jesus is the Christ. 

The man who knowa what Chriat has done for hit 
soul, knows how corrupt his nature ia, what the strength 
of sin is, and how unable he is to stand before God 
without the ioterC881ion of J eaus, and without the con
tinual presence of Divine grace in his heart, both to 
give him the first motives towards holiness, and to keep 
him iD the path of life. Ever looking to Christ, he bolas 
in vital union all those holy truths of the Divine Being, 
and hia own condition in the world, which the Hofy 
Spirit baa written for hia instruction and edification in 
tlie Holy Bible. He looks to Christ as tlaeonlyf~ 
the only fountain. of Salvation. He keeps himself BOber, 
watching onto prayer, that be may obtain the continual 
" supply of the Spirit of Grace." 

Oh that we would indeed, my Brethren, make 1M 
~elw Clan.t-our life, and our glory! That 
we would bow our imaginationa before it, and hush up 
all perverse disputations, in humble reverence at the aw
ful mystery of the Divine love revealed to mao in i$! 

Do you, my Brethren, think sufficiently of Christ, as 
the Lord who has redeemed us by Hia erou, and by Hia 
precious bloodt On thia annivenary of our ancient In
atitution I call upon you, my Maeonic Brethren, and 
upon all here aaaembled, by the mercies of God, to re
member that "ot/wr J'OVNDATIOl'f etm taO aaalo.y t/tata t.\al 
ulaid, whicla .. Juus CBBIST." I call upon you to stand 
firm in tbe Faith. Let nothing separate you from d&u 
~- It ia through Chriat by pra,yer we have 
aeceu to God-draw nigh to Him with Futh, believing 
on Him in the heart, and confeseing him with the mouth 
unto Salvation. 

Built upon thU elerfttU fowuJ.tMfq,., you will then stand 
fut in that day when every man's work shall be tried, 
and proved, and made manifest; and will receive &om 
Christ Jeeua that happy benediction, ''Well done, good 
and faithful aervaoi ; enter thou into the joy of thy 
IAftl." 
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I moat now, my Brethren, before I conclude, addrea 
myself more especially to you on this your anniveraary. 
We all ble• the Great and Glorious Name of the Most 
High for our creation, preservation, and all the bleaeinsa 
of thia life, and for permitting us to meet this day In 
Hie Holy Temple. Belonging, as you do, to an Institu
tion the m08t ancient probably in the world; an Institu
tion extending from the East to the West, from the 
North to the South-embracing people of all nations 
of the earth, upon whom the sun never seta; an In
stitution whose broad philanthropy is only equalled 
by ita unlimited bounds; whose laws and priociplee 
admit of universal application--embracing a chosen 
band of Brethren, &880eiated for benevolent and acien
tific purposea ;-you know practically, and religiously, 
the nece88ity of resting upon w IU1"e fotuulatioa of the 
Rock of Ages. 

The operative or practical character of your Institu
tion, and your first dawn of Masonic knowledge, waa 
ushered in by calling your attention to thef~ as 
I have before observed. 

The Speculative, or Free and Accepted Mason will 
trace with a faithful hand, and rely with a believing 
heart on 1M 1ure JoufU!.atio. mentioned· in my text. He 
will aee in the Volume of the Sacred Law, the paaagea 
of Scripture, traced by the Divine Spirit in the plain 6ut 
beautiful symbols of operative Masonry. He will trea
sure them up in his heart, and seeing their full force and 
beauty, will avail himself of every opportunity of show
ing hie Brethren bow highly he vafues them, and of 
resting his hopes of happin6811 hereafter Oil ClwVt, the only 
wre foundatUnt.. He knows that as the Holy Bible is 
ever open in the Lodge for the Spiritual instruction of 
the Brethren, to neglect the study of it would be offen
sive to its Almighty Author, and be therefore reads it 
with reverence, relies securely on its promises--making 
Christ Jesus his hope, his joy, and hie strong Salvation. 

lie views the Institution as calculated to confer great 
benefits on mankind, even in the present civilized state 
of society. But, when he looks back to the earlier agee 
of the world, before the bl68118d Gospel dawned upon the 
earth, he sees that it must have been a blessing to man 
kind indeed: as giving-" Glory to God in the higheet: 
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on earth Peace : Good will toward men."' He sees it is 
an Institution calculated to smooth the rugged path of 
life. Here u tM net~tral grouwd, wlaere, regardle88 of na
tional prejudices and antipathies, the virtuous, the initi
ated of every nation, and language, in Europe, Asia, 
Africa, and America, can meet to rractise the rites of the 
Order under the all-seeing eye o the Grand Architect 
of the Universe: carrying forward its benevolent princi
ples of BrotMrly Love, Relief, and Truth,-and the greater 
Christian Virtues ofF AITH, HoPE, and CHARITY. 

Learning themselves, and instructing others in these 
great moral virtues, whilst imparting also the practical 
and scientific knowledge of the Order. Accompanying 
the one with the other; so that, being regulated 
and chastened by the knowledge from on high, who..t 
il acquired may be alike useful to society, and beneficial 
to the individual, . if he rely on 1M foundalWn-Je~~U 
Chrilt. 

Glancing for an instant at the mighty works of the 
Masons of ancient days, in the various kingdom• of the 
earth, since the great migration from Shinar, built of 
materials thought to be indeatructible; and at the state 
in which they are now found ; at the Temple of Solo
mon, constructed, as you know, with such exactneaa, 
strength, and skill, by our wise Grand Master-yet no 
trace of ita fovnda.tWn.. remain. Thue, therefore, point 
out to us the instability of worldly things : that earthly 
foundatWn.., however laid by man, perish and decay : and 
that we must, therefore, if we wish for happin888 here
after, lift our hearts and thoughts above earthly Joa.fla.. 
tioru, and build upon the THB ONLY FOUNDATIOM--J'B8178 
CBBisT-a& set forth in the Gospel. 

Allow me briefly- to pre88 on your notice the necessity 
of a strict attention to your personal Masonic Duties. 
Be true to your Queen, and just to your Country ; love 
the Brotherhood ; let the object of your exertion• be to 
live in charity with all mankind, and to do all the good 
you can in your station in life. 

Listen to the advice of your appointed miniater in 
this sacred place, who, for many years, with ~t skill 
and ability, and with advantage to the Craft, filled the 

I St. Luke li. 14. 
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important otliee which I now hold, that of Chaplain to 
tlaia Province. 

Be punctual in your attendance at your Lodge; with
hold not your contributions to its fundi, lest rc;:=x 
its benevolence in relieving the wauta of the d' , 
who may claim ita uaistanee ; and above all injure the 
Maaonic Schoola, and the great public Charities of the 
Inatitution, which are its Cape Stone, ita diadem, ita 
~~! . 

Remember that the fatherle11, the widow, and the 
orphana of departed Brethren, demand your care and at
tention, as well as your diatresaed Brethren. It i.e by the 
union of " good men and true" in this great cause, and 
the number of Contributors to these Charitiea, that the 
great amount of good is done at trifling individual cost. 
There ia not a true Muon in the world,, who would pub
licly withhold his approval, or deny his support in some 
way or other, from tnese great Masonic Charities; and 
yet there are, I fear, many, who do not subscribe to 
them and not being ewea member• of their neighbouring 
Lodges, thw withhold all support to them. If any such 
are present, Oh! let me not appeal to them in vain. 

The Royal Freemasons' School for ftmale children wu 
eetabliehed in 1788 for maintaining, cfothing, and educat
ing, the jemoit children, and orphans of reduced Brethren ; 
for protecting and preserving them from the dangers and 
misfortunes to which distre~Sed young females are pecu
liarly exposed ; for training them up in the knowledge 
and love of virtue, and in habita of industry, and imprea
ing on their minds true humility, and the practice of all 
social, moral, and religious duties. Alrea(Jy have nearly 
600 female children been admitted to this School since 
ita eetablishment; and have been apprenticed, or returned 
to their friends, manr of whom have become omamenta 

. of their sex and station, and all of them good and useful 
memben of society. Her most excellent Majesty the 
Queen Dowager is the Patroness of this School, the very 
mention of whose worthy name will more atrongly re
commend it to the fair and lovely portion of my hearen 
than any thing I can add on the present occasion. The 
School House in London will well repay for the time 
occupied in visiting it. 

I muat also mention to you the Royal Masonic Iutitu-
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tion for clothing, educating, and apprenticing the Sons 
of indigent aod deceased Freemasons, established in 1798. 
The Boys are educated at Schools near the residences of 
their parents, or friends, are furnished with books, taught 
reading, writing, and arithmetic, furnished with proper 
clothing, and, on leaving the Institution, a suitable ap
prentice fee is granted to them. His Royal HighneBB, 
the Duke of Sussex, our Most Worshipful Grand Master, 
ia the President of this Institution. 

In addition to these, I briefly mention, "The Annuities 
and general Relief to aged and distressed Freemasons, 
given by the Grand Lodge of England." And " The 
Annuities granted by the Governors of the Asylum for 
worthy, aged, and decayed Freemasons." 

7'laeae, my Brethren, together with the relief from the 
private funds of your Lodges, given to the distressed, 
who may call upon you,--claim with irresistible force 
your support. In giving tlwt, however, I am bound to 
say, that you are not to give it to the injury of your fami
lies, or yourselves. 

Still, you have something to give to the child of dit
treBB, however smali,-Remember how acceptable wu 
the widow's mite ; and if you cannot give even such u 
that, you have yet «>malnng to gi-oe, which, if given with 
a pure and contrite heart, is a pearl of great price,-you 
ean pray daily to the Father of Mercies for tlie poor and 
diatre.ed Masons, and for all who suffer want throughout 
the universe, peradventure the Lord may hear their cries, 
and relieve their distresses. 

If any, who know not the nature, the object, and the 
intention of our Institution, should revile 1t; return it 
not, heed it not ; butloint to thele clw.ritia, and, in the 
language of our blesse Saviour, say to them-" Go and 
do thou likewise.'" Leave them to their own reflections, 
and to God, who ean turn their hearts. 

Time will not permit me to say more regarding your 
Masonic Duties, and this is not needful, for you have a 
Provincial Grand Master, and presiding Officers, who will, 
with all kindneSB and brotberfy love, instruct you fully in 
those Duties, and in the mysteries of the Order, on all 
fitting occasions. 

' St. Luke x. 1t1. 
10 
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In your walk through life, be kind, obliging, eourteoua, 
faithful to your trust, be loyal subjects, good huabanda, 
kind parents, bringing up your children "in the nurture 
and a(imonition of the Lord."' 

Finally, I call your attention, my Brethren, and the 
attention of all thia Congregation, once more to the 
worda of my text :-"For other FOUNDATION can JIO tiiGA 

lay_ tMA tMt U laid, w/aicJ& U J BSUS Clo.IsT!' 

Is tku tlaefov.ndaticm on which you are building? If it 
ia not ; if you are building on any other fov.ndalion; on any 
fov.nd<Uitm of your own ; let me beaeech you, by the 
mercies of God, to consider that your eternal happineu 
dependa upon a right choice. Oh consider before it is 
too late! retrace your steps; trust IN THB ONLY FOVNDA.
TION-Jenu C/arVt-and in God' a own good time you will 
receive the benediction, "Well done, good and faithful 
aervant, enter thou into the joy of the Lord,"1--into 
manaiona " not made with banda, eternal in the hea
vena."10 

1.'hat tAU may be the ha~py lot of all of ua here u
aembled, may God of hia Infinite mercy grant, through 
Jeaua Christ, our Lord, to whom, with the Father and 
the Holy Ghost, Three Persona but one Eternal God, be 
all honor, glory, might, majesty, dominion, and praile, 
now and for evermore. Amen. 

• BL J(a&L D't'. 11. •I O..Y. L 
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TBB 8Pm.ITUAL TBMPLB. 

IN the beautiful chapter, from which this text is taken, 
the Apostle shews the Christians at Ephesus their former 
ruined state and condition ; for in the first verse he says: 
" you bath He quickened, who were dead in tresp888e1 
and sins." 

Now, it is probable that he referred also to their 
former idolatry ; for Ephesus was a city of Ionia, the 
capital of the proconsular Asia, po88essing the Temple 
of Diana, which was esteemed at that time one of the 
seven wonders of the world : and be was addressing 
himself to the Ephesian converts, who bad been addicted 
to idolatrous mysteries; for in the second verse be says: 
" Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course 
of this world, according to the prince of the P.ower of 
the air, the spirit that now worketh in the chlldren of 
disobedience.' 

And be cautions them of these things, and reminds 
them, that " God, who is rich in mercy, had raised th~:~m 
up to sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: 
That in the ages to come He might shew/' asl trust I shall 
to you, my dearlf beloved Brethren, this day, "the 
exceeding riches o His grace in His kindness toward us, 
through Christ Jesus. For by grace are ye saved, 
through faith; and that not of yourselves, it i1 the gift 
of God," which He bestowed upon the G~:~ntiles "being 
aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and 1trangen 
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from the eovenanta of promiae, having no hope, and 
without God in the world: But now in Chrilt Jesus, ye, 
who sometimes were far off, are made nigh by the blood 
of Christ. For He is our peace, who hath made both," 
the Jews and the Gentiles, "one, and hath broken down 
the middle wall of partition between us." 

Here the Apostle evidently refers by " the middle wall 
of partition" to that wall in the temple of Jerusalem, 
whtch, under the Mosaic dispensation durin~ the cere
monial law, separated the court of the unctrcumcised 
Gentiles, who came to worship the God of Israel, from 
that of the Jews and circumctsed proselytes. On this 
wall of the temple was written in Hebrew and other 
tongues, " That no alien might go into it :" which the 
Gentiles felt to be a great denial; therefore Christ, " by 
breaking down this partition wall," and making the 
whole one Christian Church, waa the peace-maker be
tween the Jews and Gentiles, and'' reconciled both unto 
God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity 
thereby: And came and preached peace to you which 
were afar otf, and to them that were nigh." 

So that under the Chriltian dispensation the Jewish 
and Gentile converts all worship together in Hia temple 
aa one body, and have access to God throuJh the person, 
sacrifice, and mediation of Christ, the pnnce ol peace, 
under the immediate teaching of the Holy Spirit, aa one 
with the Father and the Son in the great work of re
demption : as the Apostle declares in the eighteenth 
verse : " For through Him we both have aeceaa by one 
Spirit unto the Father." 

And thia brief notice of the chapter leads me to my 
text : "N uw therefore ye are no 11101'e 1tran.gen atUlforeigrterl, 
but fellow-citizen• with til£ ~aintl, arul of the howe/wid of God ; 
A.n.d are built upon the favndatima of the apo«lu arul propl.al, 
Jmu Chrilt HJ1Meif being the chief corner-~Un&e ; In whom all 
the building fitly framed together groweth Ufl.to an. HOLY TBM• 
PLB in the Lord: In whom ye al10 are builded togetkr for a11 

habitation of God tlaraMgh the Spirit." 
Having, my dearly beloved Brethren, on two former 

anniversaries, last year at Weymouth, and the previous 
year at Shaftesbury, called your attention TO TBB FoUN
DATioN, and To THE CHIEF CoBNBB SToNB, I J,>Urpoaenow, 
with the Divine aid, to follow out the autiJect ; to call 
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• n roo, as akilful Masons, 88 Brethren of the same fel
lowship, to rear upon thU ck~ corr.er-IWM-tkillirm Fotm
tlatitm-&n Edifice "fitly framed together," worthy of 
your ancient Institotion,-"A HOLY TEMPLB TO TBB 
LoRD "-into which "ye also may be builded together 
for an habitation of God through the Sf.irit." 

Indeed, I shall eall upon you 88 a Christian Minister, 
by the mercies of God in Christ Jesus, to follow Saint 
Paul and the Christian Converts at Ephesus, to remember 
that " ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow
citizens with the Saints, and of the household of God ;" 
And must, if you expect Salvation, " be built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, J eaua Christ 
Himself being the chief corner atone ; In whom all the 
building fitly framed together groweth unto AN HOLY 

TBMPLB in the Lord; In whom," if you will be happy 
for eyer in Heaven, " ye also must be builded together 
for an habitation of God through the Spirit." 

Having then shewn, on the two former anniversaries, 
"Christ the Chief Comer Stone, The Head of the Cor
ner:"-and "Jesus Christ the only- secure Foundation:" 
-I now propose, with the Divme ble88ing, to shew 
you:-

Fint,-"T/roJ ye are 110 mort ltrfmgm ~ndforftgn,erl, lltll 
fellow-citiuu with tM ~ai11t., and of i1e lunuekold oj God ;" 

Secondly,-" That in Jmu Chrilt aU tA8 ~ fitly 
.fro:nw/, togttMr grOUJeth tmto AN HOLY TBMPLB ttl tM 
Lord:" 

Thirdly,-" In whom ye abo are buildtJ together fM at1 

ltabilatitm if' God tlrrowgh tA8 Spirit." 
First then,-" Ye are 110 more 1trangerr and jortigner1 

bra fellow-citiunl with ~ ~aillt8, a1Ul tf tM lunuelwld of 
God." 

All the Natio01 of the Eal'th, except the Jews, were 
called " atrangen " to the God of Israel ; but the J ewa 
were said to be near unto Him. And the Apostle re
minda the Ephesian Converts, in the twelfth verse of tbia 
chapter, that they bad been "aliena from the common
wealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of 
promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:" 
but, that" God, who 11 rich in mercy, for Hia great love 
wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in ains, 
hath quickened ua together with Chriat, and hath raiaed 



302 SERMON Dl. 

us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus: that in the ages to come He might 
ahew the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness 
towards us through Christ Jesus." Here the Apostle 
expre88ly declares that "in the ages to come" God " would 
shew the exceeding riches of His grace." 

Think only for an instant of the condescension of the 
Almighty, and of His stupendous, His unutterable mer
cy to the Ge11tilu, who were "aliens from the common
wealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of 
promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:" 
Strangers and Foreigners ! who set the visible Ckurck of 
God at that time in the world at defiance,-tbat Ckv.rch 
in which His oracles were deposited,-His prophecies of 
the Meuiah recorded,-and that covenant made with 
Israel at Sinai amid the lightnings, and thunders, which 
shook the holy mountain to its base,-were only to be 
found. 

And yet, my Brethren, these Strangers, these Foreign
ers, and indeed I may add these Rebels against this great 
Jehovah, the Holy One of Israel, bath He saved with an 
everlasting salvation. " For God 80 loved the world, 
that He ~ave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth m Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life."1 • 

Christ, therefore, is the only means of reconciliation 
with God, and of the union of the Gentile Converts of all 
nations, tongues, and people, with the Jewish believer& 
in one ckvrcl&; for He has effected a cordial peace between 
them, and hath " reconciled botk unto God in one body by 
the Cr088." By fulfilling in His own person the typical 
inatitutions of the Ceremonial Law,-and breaking down 
that " partition wall," which divided them from each 
other ; 80 that now, " ye are no more strangers and for
eigner&, but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the 
household of God." 

Yea! No longer "strangers and aliens,,. but fellow
citizen• of the Heavenly Jerusalem with the most emi
nent eaints of Israel, and belonging to the household of 
God, not merely as servants of His wilJ, but as children 
ef Hia mercy. Oh the height, and the breadth, and the 

I St. John Iii. lf. 
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cleJtth of the Love of God, for that whilat we were ene
mtea, He baa ~ven ua Hia aalvation ! Christ " hath broken 
down the mtddle wall of partition," and opened the 
kingdom of Heaven to all equally, who truly believe in 
Him, without the least previous distinction of ~ 
blood, projemm., or religion ;-oil tleat being MID aboli.Juil, 
to make way for a more enlarged and glorious kingdom 
10kly by a litJely Faith in Hun, which is now made tJ.e tmly 
dUtinctior& amon~ men. For " the handwriting of ordi
nances was agatnst and contrary to the Gentiles,"' who 
were kept off thereby from becoming the people of God ; 
which constituted the emnity between Jews and Gen
tiles; which Christ abolished to make way for their union 
into· one body under Him as their Head. 

If then there is, this day, among my Masonic Brethren, 
a descendant of the House of Judah, or of Israel, let me 
eall upon him to remember tJ&at 'M v a Member of an Iruh
tvtioft both ancient and lwnovrahle; ancient as havins sub
sisted from time immemorial,-Nnaoarable as tendmg to 
make all those so, who will be conformable to its precepts. 
That in that Institution there is no" middle wall of par
tition," but Jews and Gentiles of every Nation, King
dom, Tongue, and People, ean meet on neutral ground, 
not "as strangers and foreigners," but as Brethren, and 
fellow-citizens, having for their unerring guide tJ.e Vol._ 
ojtlte Sacred Law ever open before them, to instruct them 
m the Duties of Faith, of Hope, and of Charity. 

Examine it then, ponder over it, with a faithful and 
true heart ; for that Sacred Volume recorda the merciei 
God vouchsafed to His chosen people ; recorda their 
mighty acta whilst fulfilling obediently His Divine com· 
manda ; recorda the judgments of God for their disobe
dience ; recorda the prophecies of their dispersion in all 
Ianda, and their aufferings ; records the prophecies of the 
Messiah, which have been literally fulfilled, and also 
records the prophecies of their restoration with the 
redeemed to the Heavenly Jeruaalem in His own good 
time. 

Secondly,-That in Jesus Christ "all t1te ~filly 
jrattt«J, toget/tn groweiA dto ~ HOLY TBIIPLB ua fAe 
IAn/,.'' 

• OoL U.l4r. 
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In this paaaage the Apostle Paul, anxious to shew the 
importance of the subject, likens the Spiritual Edifice of 
Christ's Church to the Holy Temple at Jerusalem, built by 
our Grand Master, King Solomon. 

No earthly object waa so dear to his countrymen aa 
the Temple; no/lace so holy,-no trophy, honor, or 
glory was deeme so great and excellent as the Temple 
of the Lord God of Israel,-for it was built of most 
costly materials accordinf. to the matchless plan given 
by Divine inspiration : t was "fitly framed together," 
and grew nlently, without the noise of axe, hammer, or 
ani other metal tool to pollute it, under the consummate 
skill of the Masonic Builders, into a mo.gnijice111. Temple; 
and was finished, furnished, and dedicated with all the 
splendour and grandeur that the wisest and richest of 
Eastern Monarchs could conceive, in the presence of the 
"assembled elders of Israel, the heads of all the tribes, 
the chief of the fathers of the children of Israel,'" and the 
whole congregation. 

Above all it was sanctified by tk Divine Praence; for 
the eighth chapter of the first book of the Kings declares 
-that no sooner had the priests deposited the ark of the 
covenant, containing the two tables of stone, which 
Moses put there at Horeb, and were come out of the 
holy place, than the clould filled the house of the Lord, 
so that the priests could not stand to minister because of 
the cloud: "for tk glory of tk Lord Juul filled tk Aoue rf 
tk Lord." 
· It was tAil, which rendered the Temple so holy, so 

exalted, so superior to every other edifice of ancient or 
modem days : It waa thil, which induced the Prophets 
and the Aeostles, who wrote the B&Cred Scriptures, when 
they woulii exalt to the highest the Divine Majesty, and 
raise the Believer in Jesus to the greatest honour, to refer 
to the Temple of the Lord, the beauty of Zion. 

Solomon wishing still to exalt God before his people, 
and to shew His Omnipotence, His Om~iacience, His 
Omnipresence, exclaimed at the dedication of this beau
teous fabric:-" But will God, indeed, dwell on the earthY 
behold, the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain 
Thee ; how much leas this house that I have builded !"4 

a 1 Killp viii. 1, 2. • 1 KiDp viii. 27. 
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Thia profeeaion before all the people was doubt1818 in
tended by Solomon aa a leuon of humility for the work
men, and himself, and as such was acceptable to God-for 
although the materials were costly, the ornaments rich, 
the workmanship superb and excellent, it shrunk into 
insignificance before the prue'lla of the mighty God of 
Jacob. 

And here I remark the coincidence, which exists be
tween this declaration of Solomon, and the principles 
of your own Institution: "The Universe is the Temple 
of the Lord whom we serve: Wisdom, Strength, and 
Beauty are around His throne aa pillars of His work: 
for Hi.s Wisdom is infinite, His Strength is in Omnipo
tence, and His Beauty shines forth in all His creation 
in symmetry, and order. The heavens He hath extended 
aa a canopy, the earth hath He planted as His footstool, 
He crowneth His Tempk with the stan aa with a dia
dem, and in His band He extendeth the power and the 
glory, the sun and the moon are but meuengers of His 
will, and all His law is concord." 

And it ia declared in the seventh chapter of the Acta 
of the Apostles-" Howbeit the Most Htgh dwelleth not 
in temples made with hands ; aa aaith the prophet, 
Heaven is my throne, and earth is my footstool : what 
house will ye build me Y aaith the Lord : or what is the 
place of my rest Y Hath not my hanq made all these 
thingsY" 

But, my Brethren, you are aware that the Temple of 
Solomon, ao beautiful, and so magnificent, escaped not 
the unsparing ravages of barbarian force. Neither baa 
the second Temple built by Zerubbabel, after his retum 
from the Babylonisb captivity, shared a better fate. Thil 
should remind you of the instability of all earthly things, 
and that for the sins of the Jewish nation, and the rejec
tion of our Saviour, these things were permitted to eome 
to pus. 

TBB HoLY TBMPLB "fitly framed together," referred 
to in the text, is not a terrestrial, but a celeatial Temyle, 
-it is the Temple of the Lord Jesus Christ,-it 18 A 
SPIBI'l'UAL TBliiPLB that is " incorruptible and undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away,"5-" Not made wWl banda, 
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eternal in the heaven• :"1 " On ita walla are writtea 
Salvation; on ita gatee Praiee.'" 

An entrance ean only be obtained to it by ferveat 
prayer : ita atepa of aecent are Faith, Hope, and Charity. 
Over ita ever luting portal ie written "Holineea to the 
Lord." 

It ie all glorious within ; for the Eternal Godhead "is ita 
light, ita beauty, ita glory. Around His throne Angela 
and Archangel• with the trump of God herald Hie 
praise: and " Cherubim, and Seraphim : continually do 
cry, Holy, Holy, Holy: Lord God- of Sabaoth; Heaven 
and Earth are full of the Majesty of thy glory." And 
the Patriarchs, Prophets, Apoetles, Martyn, and milliona 
of the Redeemed will for ever sing: honor, and glory, 
and power, and might, and majesty, and dominion, and 
praise, to God and to the Lamb for ever and ever. 

The Temple of Jerusalem, though beautifulu it un
doubtedly wu, Iinke into insignificance in comparieon of 
t1W 11UJJC/Ja•, eternal, celatial Terwpk, into which you may 
be "fitly framed together," if you truly believe in the 
Lord J eeua Chriet. 

Tats SPIRITUAL TBMPLB then "is built upon the 
foundation of the Apoatlee and Prophete, Jesus Chriet 
Himself being the chief Corner Stone." It ie a Temple 
of immortal souls in holy love "fitly framed together:" 
every one ID.yateriously and separately prepared whilst 
sojourning here below. 

Rememoer, my dear Brethren, that all the workman
ahip, all the preparation, must be done here before yon 
die: neglect this, and you are loet : you will be undone : 
yon will perieh for ever; for, beyond thie life, no meana 
of Grace will be extended to yon; no sermons will be 
preached to warn you ; no trials to soften your hearta, 
and make you meet for the heavenly Jeruealem. The 
meek, the patient, the lovely Saviour will not then 
longer entreat you. Nor will the Holy Spirit strive to 
convince yon of lin. 

If you now neglect all tltae, you will be cast aside u 
bad materials, bad workmanship, unprepared, not meet 
to form any portion of thU Spiritwal, ilaU ~y T-fo. 
but will be thrust into outer darkneu, where ie weepms, 

e 2 CJor. Y.l. 'I&IL 18. 
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and wailing, and gDUhing of teeth, for your work 
bearing neither proving nor trial will be burned ever
lastingly. 

If there are any here present, who neglect this indis
pensable work, I call upon you to "consider your ways 
and be wise ;" I call upon rou " to repent of your 
former sins, stedfastly purpoamg to lead a new life, to 
have a lively faith in God's mercy through Christ 
Jesus,"-" to work whilst it is called to-day, for the 
night cometh when no man can work." 

Christ has said, " He that cometh to me I will in no 
wise cast out: Come then every one that thirateth, 
Come and drink of the water of life freely, without 
money, and without price." Commence this day the 
preparation for Eternity, throw yourself upon the Saviour 
of mankind by a lively faith in His redeeming love, and 
He will grant you His Salvatioo,-ao that you may be 
"fitly framed" into His SPIRITUAL TBMPLB. 

Thirdly,-"In wlwm ye allo are bu.i1ded together for aa 
Aabitatilm of God throug_lt the Spirit.'' 

My Brethren, examme yourselves, and see if ye are 
preparing to be builded into thil Spiritwd Temple. Do 
you, by earnest prayer, and the appointed means of Grace, 
eeek to render yourselves " an habitation of God through 
the Spirit Y" Do you look to the Saviour, and live by 
Faith in Him 'I Are- you heartily desirous of being 
builded into Hil Temple P upon Christ, the only .ecure 
forwloJ,ion P the chief Cumer Stone P Do you labour to 
convince mankind, and especially His chosen people, of 
the great Truths of the Gospel, and abound in offices of 
love to them 'I Do you live in humble dependance upon 
God the Father, as the Giver of all goodY upon God the 
Son, as the Redeemer of the world Y upon God the Holy 
Ghost, as the Comforter, the Sanctifier Y 

If you do, then moat &BBuredly God will visit you 
through His Holy Spirit, He will sanctify you, an~ lead 
you beside the waten of comfort to the founta10 of 
Eternal Salvation. 

For the Blood of Christ will ranaom you ; the Grace 
of Christ will work upon you, to tranaformlou from the 
m&88 of ruins to which the fall of man, an your tran• 
greeaioDB have reduced you, and bring you out of thia 
1D&88 of ruina, &CC9fding to " HiJ Wiadom, Strength, and 
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Beauty," in due shape, and meet to be builded into Hu 
8PIB.ITVA.L TBIIPLB. 

For the Apostle Panl saith : " Know ye not that ye 
are ~ Terwple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwell
eth in you Y If any man defile tM Terwple of God, him 
shall God destroy; for tM Teeple of Goo is holy, which 
Terllfl[e ye are."' , 

Therefore, my beloved Brethren, aeeept from me in 
all Christian charity thie caution, and become worthy of 
the high vocation to which ye are called. For " ye are 
no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with 
the Sainte, and of the household of God ; And are buiU; 
upon tM jO'IJ,7I,f]mW. of the apostles and prophets, Jesu1 
Christ Himself being tM chief Conter ~; ln whom all 
the building fitly framed together groweth unto a 1uJ.y 
knapk in the Lord : In whom ye also are builded together 
for an habitation of God through the Spirit." 

Before I conclude, I must call your attention to the 
uncertainty of human life ; for since our last annivenary, 
it hath pleased the Almighty Architect of the Univel"'8 
to take to Himself many eminent Brethren, and amon~ 
them our beloved and late Royal Grand Maater, the DUke 
of Su~~ex. He, you know, was a Prince of the illuatriou1 
House of Brunswick, and was fully imbued with a know
ledge of those principles upon which his ancestors were 
called to the Throne of these Kingdolll& 

He loved his Country, was stron~ly attached to the 
British Constitution, and to those pnnciplea of Civil and 
Religious Liberty which, under Divine Providence, are 
the boast of this favoured Land. 

He wu a faithiul member of the Church of England. 
'l.'wo hours daily he was occupied in the atudy of the 
Volume of the Sacred Lew: his love of the Bible oann~ 
be better proved than by the great anxiety and indu1try 
he displayed in collecting copies of the Holy ScriJ!turee 
in every language and frOm every country. It is l&ld the 
Prince poaesl8d aa many as five thouaand copies; and 
as he was a most excellent Hebrew Scholar, an aceom
plilhed Linguist, and devoted much of hia time to their 
study, he, doubtless, profited greatly from it. 

In hia lut illne11 he deaired the Prayell of the Church ; 

. • 1 Cor. ru. 16, 11. 
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and, at the closing scene, he e~reaeed a wiah that all hia 
household ahould be assembled around the death-bed of 
their Royal and beloved muter, that they may see how 
ealmly a Christian Prince could depart in peace in the 
hope of a glorious immortality. 

As a Muon he waa deepl:y akilled in the science ; and 
the l011 which the Institution has suata.ined cannot be 
readily supplied. We must fervently pray, and firmlr 
rely on the mercies of the Grand Architect of the Uni
vene, that He will raise up a succesaor in Hia own good 
time endued with wisdom from on high. 

As a Patroo of the Arts and Sciences, and of every use
ful and charitable Institution, he waa a sincere and de
voted friend ; and not merely by the eloquence of his 
tongue, but by the storea of hi.a pone added to their 
prosperity. 

Although anxious to shew forth, and maintain hia own 
Faith ; yet according to the principles of our Order he 
held out the right band of fellowship to others. To God's 
ancient People, the Jews, he waa a faithful friend and 
protector, and so great waa their love for him, th&t the 
prayers anciently pronounced over their own Prince• were 
rehearsed on the day of hia interment. 

As he lived beloved, ao he died regretted by hia Coon
try, and by none more than by the Free and Accepted 
Muona of England, over whom he for thirty years pre
aided with auch zeal and ability, and also by the Order 
througbout the world, who have a well grounded hope, 
tJlat through the merits of his Redeemer, having been 
prepared in thia earthly tabernacle, and" built u~n the 
foundation of the apostles and pro~heta, Jean a Chnat Him
aelf being the chief Comer Stone, ' he ia " fitly framed " 
into Christ's Spiritruzl Tetrrple in the Heavenly Jeruaalem. 

Let us then, my dear flrethren, improve ourselves by 
our reflections on this subject. You aee, no rank, no 
elevation of character ean atop the approach of death; 
no atiainmenta can neutralize ita power; no wildom can 
lift 111 above ita reach. The heart whioh hu been choaen 
and ooueerated, and long dwelt in aa t1ae T-.pk c!f God 
-the heart in communion with Jehovah, and well aigh 
meet for His Kingdom ; the heart warm with the love 
of Heaven, and expanding with a foretute of ita joys, 1 
~uat aleep the aleep of death. 
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The Christian often feels himself so burtbened with 
1in, that, like an unhapp7 captive ca!"?'ing about a loath
lOme and intolerable wetght, he exclatms in the anguish 
of his soul with the Apoetle: "0 wretched man that I 
am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?"' 
Are you, my Brethren, anxious for a deliverance "from 
the body of thil death ?" If so, then prepare now by all 
the means of Gra.ce to be " fitly framed" into Christ's 
Spiritval Tempk, and you will rise triumphant over death 
and the grave to be " fellow-citizens with the Saints, and 
of the household of God ; and be built upon " the foun
dation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself 
being the chief Comer Stone." 

For there is no Deliverer, but the &viour; no city 
of refuge, but the Heavenly Jerusalem; no rest for your 
souls, but in the free Grace of a pardoning God. Rely 
!ere, and you are more than conquerors through Christ 
who loved you, and gave Himself for you. He is the 
Rock of your Salvation, and your sure refuge. 

You will then view the fall of .Man, and the introduc
tion of death into the world thereby, 88 the !1Uta leading 
to immortality. 

By the Salvation of Jeaus all ill terron are di1pelled, 
and the Christian can with confidence es:claim with the 
Apostle: " 0 death ! where il thy sting? 0 grave! 
where is thy victory ?"Jo 

The mighty plan of Redemption opens to true Chria
tiaue a view of the certainty of being "fellow-citizens 
with the &iota, and of the household of God"-" Son1 
of God, andjoint-hein with Chri1t." 

Instead of inhabiting this earthly tabernacle you will 
be BULTBD by God to inhabit His celestial Tempk, pr&
pared for the redeemed from the foundation of the world. 
You will no longer be troubled with earthly things, but 
you will join the company of Angela, the Prophetll, 
Apoetlea, .Martyrs, and the Redeemed in the bliMful 
fii4Wu of eternal felicity : tAert to enjoy such heavenly 
pleaauree 88 "eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
bath it entered into the heart of man to conceive :"11 

"Wine there il no need of the 1un, neither of the moon, 

• Rom. vii. 24r. 10 1 Oor. :u. 65. 
II 1 Qor, fi, f, 
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to shine in it ; for the glory of God lightens it, and the 
Lamb is the light thereof."12 

I exhort you, that, like your late Royal Grand Master, 
you study every day tbe Holy Scripture•; for in them ye 
have eternal life. Attend in this aacred _place regularly 
to the exhortations of your appointed MimsterB; for they 
will shew you tbe way of life, rightly dividing the word 
of Truth, so that you may attain everlasting felicity. 

Attend also to your Masonic Duties; be punctual at 
your Lodge, and you will will find your Provincial Grand 
Master, or his presiding Officers, anxious to afford you 
information and 888istance. 

Withhold not your contributions to your Lodges, lest 
the Masonic Charities, intended to relieve the widow, the 
fatherless, the aged, the poor, the aiBicted, and the di .. 
tressed, should suffer want. 

The School for the maintenance and education of fe
male Children, patronized by the Queen Dowager, and 
the Royal Masonic Institution for clothing, educating, 
and apprenticing the Sons of indigent and deceased 
Brethren, cla.im yuur npport; as also the Royal Masonic 
Benevolent Annuity Fund for granting annuities to poor, 
aged, and infirm Brethren, and the Asylum for aged and 
decayed Freemasons. I am bound, however, to caution 
you in these respects not to exceed the limite of pru
dence. 

h is the practice of Benevolence and CltD.rity that 
endears the l01titution to the true Maaon. With Saint . 
Paul he exclaims ; " Charity never faileth ; but whether 
there be propheciea, they •hall fail ; whether there be 
tongues, they shall ceue; whether there be knowl~, 
it shall vanish away :"~1-but CltD.rity, bleued CMriJy, 
will ahine resplendent for ever, and ever, in He&Ten. 

For 1M CluJrity of the Grand Architect of the Uni
verse, is like the light of Heaven: it expanda through 
all apace : to all the Creation in univenaf Benevolence ; 
it ia pure, undefiled, and fadeth not away, eternal in the 
Heavens : II is aeen in eve~ act of the Almighty : but 
in ROM known to "'' does it shine with such amain~ bril
liancy, aplendour, and love"' ita tM s~ rf SiiaMr~: 
"for God 10 loved the world, that & gaN AV Offly ~ 

•1 Oor.mli.& 
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&., that whoeoever believeth in Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life."14 Think then, my dear 
Brethren, of thil; for tAil is Charity from on high, tAil is 
Benevolence, tkv is Love indeed, unutterable, and full 
of glory. 

Practise then the great principles of Faith, Hope, and 
Charity-the Foundation, the edifice, and the glorious 
Cape Stone of your ancient Institution. 

It 1 my duty on this occasion to repeat, what it is 
your happiness to know, and to fulfil,-that as Masons 
you are required to be, as your ancient Brethren have 
always been, tTW! to your Qu«n, andju to your Country,._ 
to teach all within the sphere of your acquaintance to be 
lugal ,--to auist readily in putting down all disloyalty 
or rebellion. To follow Temperance, Fortitude, Pru
dence, and J ustiee, in your walk through this life. To 
be good Husbands, kind Parents, " training up your 
Children in the nurture and admonition of the Lo.rd."11 

Let not your zeal for Masonry, exceed the bounds of 
di~eretion, or lead you into argument with persona, who 
may ridicule our system; but extend your pity toward 
those, who may be apt through ignorance to contemn 
what they never had an opportunity to comprehend. 
Direct them to the Ma~Otlic CkariJiu, as tk Wible..fruiu of 
the Institution to the world; and desire them to "go 
and do likewise." 

In all the relations of life, be faithful, and sincere
performing every Civil, Moral, and Religioua Duty, tDitA 
Fre«lom, 1'~, atul Zeal. 

Finally, my Brethren, and all this Congregation, I call 
upon you to prepare by earnest Prayer, and all the ap
pointed means of Grace, to be " fitly framed into ike 
Holy Tempk of the Lord," 10 that, in His own good time, 
" ye may be builded together for an habitation of God 
through the Spirit." 

To look to the Lord Jesus Christ u the Author and 
Finisher of your Faith, and to rely entirely on His Salva-
tion. "For I have not shunned to declare unto you all 
the counael of God."11 

"And now, Brethren, I commend you to God, and to 
the word of Hia Grace, whioh is able to build you up, 

w St. Jolm, iii. U. II A..efl, U:. 27. 
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and to give you an inheritance among all them whic .. 
are sanctified."17 

"Now unto Him that is able to keep you from fallins, 
and to present you faultless before tlie presence of H16 
glory with exceeding joy, To the only wise God our 
Saviour, be glory and majesty, do~ion and power, 
both now and ever. Amen."18 

17 .Acts, ::u. 32. 18 Jude, 24, 26. 
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