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Feature

The Call to Compassion

I Have mercy on your beast. You cannot own a living creature. God
owns him; God made him.

IT The highest Divine Law tells you not to kill. “Thou shalt not kill.”
You should not take that which you cannot give. But if you insist on
killing animals for food, for profit, for pleasure, then slaughter merci-
fully and always use an instrument which instantaneously deprives your
victim of consciousness.

I You value your own liberty, your own freedom of movement. What
right have you to catch a wild creature, born to roam the hills and plains
in freedom, and imprison it in a cage for the amusement of the idle
and the thoughtless? The animals you call domestic need freedom too.
You chain them up, day and night; you put them in narrow stalls,
in dark and dirty stables. You kill their intelligence and soul-life by

making them stare all their life
at a wall, or a manger—and
then, filled with contempt, you
call them stupid! Give air, give
space, give freedom of move-
ment and thought to furred and
feathered fellow-creatures,
whom you have enslaved, and
whom you bend and break for
your usage.

IV Do not torture the wild
creatures of the wood and the
field by catching them in steel-
toothed traps, which maim their
limbs and crush their bodies. Let
shame overtake the greed and
the heartlessness which led you
to devise such inhumane
methods of deceit.

V Under the stars God speaks
to you, as He speaks to all the
creatures of His hand. You,
yourself, are but a link in the
chain. You are not final perfec-
tion of creation, nor exempt
from the judgement which will
overcome all who transgress
against the Law of Love.

You may count your intellect as
superior to that of the animals;
but in the light of the myriad In-
telligences, that move on a
thousand planets, it is feeble and
limited by your physical senses.

Remember, the animals you
despise have insight, senses and
knowledge which you lack. You
can never achieve salvation, or
liberation from sorrow, save
through that Love which
fathoms all Creation.

In service for all that suffers and
in labour for all that needs your
help alone you will find the
“Peace of God that passeth
understanding.” O

—Author Unknown
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Editorial
Living the Truth We Know

H ow many times do you find yourself doing things you know are not good for you and yet you can’t
seem to avoid the same problem time after time? It seems as though there is a built-in program that
drives you toward these same actions over and over again. It may be a fact that there is a “pattern” within
that draws us toward specific situations whether they be good or bad for us.

The overall result of these actions may work to our detriment if we cannot overcome them and eliminate

‘them from our lives. They may be so ingrained in our soul pattern that it could take years to recognize
and remove them from our sub-conscious memory. Learning to deal with personality weaknesses and ab-
normalities is an important part in the life of the spiritual aspirant and will always provide us with a better
knowledge of “who and what” we are.

What is the Truth we know? How can we live this “Truth” if we are constantly being driven by hidden
desires and emotions that seem to be far beyond our control and seek to knock us off the path to Purity
and Holiness? This subject of “Living the Truth We Know” can be approached from two different direc-
tions. The first is to learn to “cope” with our apparent personality disorders and the other is to “eliminate”
them completely from our lives. Both of these approaches will first require an acceptance that there is definitely
“something wrong” or in need of “correction” in our daily lives.

Coping with problems and abnormal personality traits is a temporary, quick-fix solution at best. It is only
“Living a half-truth,” not giving us the full benefit of what is actually taking place within us. Restraint is
often used in this method to allow the person to curb the desire to act a certain way. Either drugs or
psychological techniques of mind control are often used to accomplish the goal. The real cause of the un-
wanted behavior may never be known since only the outer effects are being treated.

We may have strong feelings coming from inside and instead of directing them in healing, positive direc-
tions, they may be stifled or repressed causing even more difficulties at a later time. Or, they may be ex-
pressed fully under the “false assumption” that this will allow them to get out into the open and be dissipated.
This last solution may or may not be the correct choice depending on what the unwanted action or thought is!

The spiritual aspirant should approach personal difficulties and/or character weaknesses from the view-
point that these “effects” are only the result of a deeper, more hidden cause. This cause could be karmic
from past lifetimes or something developed during a present incarnation. Meditation and Retrospection on
the subject may provide some clues and additional light as to the real cause or causes coming from within.
This is not an easy thing to discover, especially if it is a very strong pattern that comes forth only during
the interaction of certain stimuli.

However, once we can see the things that are causing our difficulties we can begin to “Live the Truth
We Know” even if it is only a partial one! If we find certain situations providing the catalyst to unwanted
behavior, we can avoid them or try to change them to a more positive, harmonious state. If it is certain
people or personalities, we can do the same, although it may be more difficult if they happen to be family
or co-workers who seem to be placed in our lives to show us certain “truths” we must learn.

The opportunities for “self-discovery” are many, but we must be of that state of mind that we are going
to be willing to make the necessary changes in our lives in order to grow. That may be a very difficult task
if we happen to be very strong or self-willed egos who are on the spiritual path for the purpose of learning
that “humility and kindness” toward others is the quickest way to the Kingdom of Heaven for it fulfills the
first comand of the Christ to “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Being able to do this on a day-to-day basis
is not often easy and for some, may be “almost impossible.” However, if we are so inclined, we can find
the solution if we ask to be shown the way and then have the understanding and willingness to follow this
guidance! O

—Editor
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Mystic Light

Do Animals Have Rights?

An interview with the International Society for
Animal Rights, Inc. (ISAR) April 1987.

RAYS: How would you approach the issue of Animals Rights in 1987?

ISAR: Animal Rights is an issue whose time has come. For those not
yet involved, it is time to become aware of the issue and the needs
of animals. For those already involved, it is the time to reach out ever
more widely to enlist the concern and help of people who deplore the
oppression of the weak and helpless.

RAYS: Do you believe civilization, especially the Western World, has
become more acutely aware of the harm that is being done to our
“younger brothers,” the animals?

ISAR: Yes, there is growing awareness of the harm that is done to
our “younger brothers,” the animals but much remains to be done to
widen the awareness.

RAYS: Where do you feel the greatest abuses to animals are occur-
ring now?

ISAR: In laboratories; in the raising, transporting and killing of animals
for human food; in the overpopulation and attendant misery of dogs
and cats; in the raising of and trapping and killing of animals for fur;
in sport and entertainment (hunting, rodeos, performing animals, dog
racing, horse racing, etc.)

RAYS: What prompted the founding of the ISAR and how many
worldwide members and branches do you have at this time?

ISAR: The exploitation and suffering of animals prompted the found-
ing of ISAR. ISAR has 28,000 members and contributors. The Society
does not have branches.

RAYS: Does the ISAR believe that “political” methods are of any
value in reducing the degree of abuses to animals?

ISAR:[SAR is actively engaged in legislative work on the federal and
state levels and often polls candidates for elective office on specific issues.

It does not, however, endorse
candidates. Nor does it take
positions on political party lines.

RAYS: What are some of the
avenues that are open to our
readers who want to help in the
Animal Rights Movement?

ISAR: Become informed of
issues, first of all. Help to ad-
vance vegetarianism among
others because the decision not
to eat animals is a major step
toward greater sensitivity to the
plight of all exploited animals. It
is a personal commitment that
has good influence on others.

RAYS: Does ISAR advocate a
vegetarian diet in an effort to
stop the killing of animals for
food?

ISAR: Yes.

RAYS: There is much talk
about laboratories in the United
States committing “Atrocities” to
animals in the name of science
and research.” Does ISAR be-
lieve that these activities are
justified in the light of our cur-
rent levels of technology.

ISAR: ISAR believes that the
use of animals in scientific
laboratories has never been
morally justified and never will
be. Good ends cannot truly be
served by means that are unjust
and impose fear and suffering
on the defenseless.

RAYS: Without mentioning
any specific names or organiza-
tions, how widespread is animal
abuse among United States
manufacturing companies that
use animals for testing their
products.
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ATD DEATH!

ISAR members at demonstration about cosmetic tests in front of corporate headquarters of a major company in New York City.

ISAR: Very widespread.
Animals are considered mere
“tools,” not sentient beings, by
industry.

RAYS: Are there any “Pro-
Animal Rights Groups” that
have formulated alternatives to
using “live animals” for the
testing of various cosmetic
products?

ISAR: Yes, ISAR has a list of
a number of companies that sell
cosmetics and other products,
such as household cleaning
products, that have not been
tested on animals and which in

many cases do not include
animal ingredients. The list of
the companies from which cata-
logs can be obtained is available
without charge from ISAR.

RAYS: Do you feel that ade-
quate progress is being made in
this area? Have you had any
contact with cosmetic manufac-
turers or laboratories in regard
to this subject?

ISAR: Adequate progress has
not yet been made in substi-
tuting nonanimal methods for
the testing of cosmetics and
other products although con-
sumer awareness is very

widespread and is very en-
couraging to ISAR and the
animal rights movement. The
companies need to hear increas-
ingly from the public so that
such uses of animals can be
ended. Our main contact with
the companies is through
enlisting consumer protests to
them and by demonstrations in
which we call for the end of the
use of animals.

RAYS: The Rosicrucian
Fellowship advocates a
vegetarian diet for both health
and spiritual reasons. Do you
feel that this information, if
available to the public on a large
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scale, would be of help to those
people who are still seeking
answers and advice on the “kill-
ing for food” question?

ISAR: Yes, The Rosicrucian
Fellowship advocacy of informa-
tion on a vegetarian diet would
be of help to the public on a
large scale. There is increasing
interest in sound nutrition and
also on the rights of animals not
to be killed for food. The public
therefore will increasingly be
receptive to such information.

RAYS: What are the long-
range goals and plans of the
ISAR? How can interested peo-
ple assist you in the work you
are doing in the United States
and around the world?

ISAR: To continue and in-
crease advancing public
awareness of the exploitation
and suffering of animals and to
appeal to all people to help end
that exploitation and suffering.
Interested people can obtain
literature on the issues and
make their personal decisions to
help make our world more just
in its tfreatment of animals. For
example, in addition to
vegetarianism, one can prevent
suffering by having one’s dogs
or cats spayed or neutered to
prevent overbreeding; by urging
industry to substitute non-animal
testing and production methods;
by avoiding “entertainment” that
involves “performances” or
competition by animals; by not
wearing or buying fur, and by

encouraging others by example
and otherwise to recognize that
animals are sentient beings
dependent on our fair and
respectful treatment or
guardianship.

EDITOR’S NOTE: This “by
mail” interview was conducted
with the kind assistance of ISAR
President, Helen dJones.
Readers may contact the Inter-
national Society for Animal
Rights, Inc., by writing to their
headquarters at 421 South State
Street, Clarks Summit, PA
18411, U.S.A. Free pamphlets,
“Understanding the Animals”
and “The Wisdom of a
Vegetarian Diet” are also
available from the The Rosicru-
cian Fellowship, P.O. Box 713,
Oceanside, CA 92054. O

Rabbits restrained in stocks for cosmetic and other product testing.
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Mystic Light
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Close-up of the Temple of Poseidon in Atlantis (H.

New Light

on the
Atlantis Question

he legendary founder of astrology was Atlas, envisioned in Greek

myth as a titan supporting on his shoulders the sphere of the
heavens. His name in fact means “the Upholder,” from atl, the San-
skrit root for “support.” His father, in the non-Platonic version of his
lineage, was Uranos, personification of the sky. Plato said in his famous
Dialogue, the “Critias,” that Atlas was the son of Poseidon, the sea-
god who fathered him on a mortal woman dwelling on an island
“beyond the Pillars of Heracles,” today’s Straits of Gibraltar. Here
Poseidon founded a great city, Atlantis, literally, “Daughter of Atlas,”
laid out in an unusual circular design of alternating, concentric rings
of land and water divided into even sections by interconnecting ship
canals, and embodying throughout its configuration the Sacred Numbers
of 5 and 6, later defined by Pythagoras as the “Numerals of Life.”

Although Atlantis flourished and rose to command an oceanic
empire stretching from the Mediterranean World to the Atlantic shores
of Mexico, the island on which she perched too precariously suf-
fered a sudden, massive geologic upheaval common among islands
located along the unstable Mid-Atlantic Ridge. “In a single day and
night,” the “Critias” reports, “the island of Atlantis disappeared be-
neath the sea.”

“Volcanic cataclysms destroyed the greater part of the Lemurian
continent and in its stead rose the Atlantean continent, where the
Atlantic Ocean now is. Material scientists, impelled by the story of
Plato to undertake researches regarding Atlantis, have demonstrated
that there is ample foundation for the story that such a continent

did exist. Occult scientists know
that it existed and they also
know that the conditions there
were such as shall now be
described.

“Ancient Atlantis differed
from our present world in many
ways, but the greatest difference
was in the constitution of the at-
mosphere and the water of that
Epoch. From the southern part
of the planet came the hot, fiery
breath of the volcanoes which
were still abundantly active.
From the north swept down the
icy blasts of the Polar region.
The continent of Atlantis was
the meeting-place of those two
currents, consequently its at-
mosphere was always filled with
a thick and murky fog. The
water was not so dense as now,
but contained a greater propor-
tion of air. Much water was also
held in suspension in the heavy,
foggy Atlantean atmosphere.

“Through this atmosphere the
Sun never clearly shone. It ap-
peared to be surrounded by an
aura of light-mist, as do street-
lamps when seen through a
dense fog. It was then possible
to see only a few feet in any
direction and the outlines of all
objects not close at hand ap-
peared dim, hazy and uncertain.
Man was guided more by inter-
nal perception than by external
vision.” (Rosicrucian Cosmo-
Conception, Max Heindel,
pages 291-294 describes the en-
tire Atlantean Epoch)

From Plato’s day to our own,
debate has raged over the
credibility of his account. But
with the Soviet Union’s latest
discoveries in the North Atlan-
tic, Atlantis may no longer be
regarded as entirely mythical. A
Tass News Agency release for
August 28th, 1986 read,
“Soviet scientists, upon studying
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the sand and silt from the floor
‘of the northern Atlantic, have

obtained arguments in favor of

the hypothesis about the sunken

continent or gigantic island,

Atlantis.. The analysis of the
sediments surfaced by deep-
water dredgers up to expedi-
tionary vessels has shown that
they had desposited only five
millennia ago. Oceanologists
and geologists are inclined to
consider them the-eroded re-
mains of the legendary land
- which had been overwhelmed
by the ocean shortly before
that.” '

Astrology and Atlantis

While the ' academic com-
munity continues to puzzle over
the Atlantis Question, many
adepts in the spiritual disciplines
have long believed that the lost
civilization was something far
more than a dubious curiosity in
the historical record. Madame
Blavatsky wrote at length of
previous incarnations in Atlan-
tis. Later, Edgar Cayce’s “life
readings” often described his
clients as former Atlanteans,
while many of today’s leading
psychics claim to have envis-
ioned scenes from the last days
of the doomed city. Astrologers
have believed for centuries that
their arts originated in the high
temples of Atlantis. When the
capital perished, survivors car-
ried the Zodiac from their mid-
ocean homeland to both East
and West, an explanation that
makes clearer the so-called “in-
dependent rise” of astrology in

Pre-Columbian Mesoamerica
and Pre-Classical Western
Civilization. SR

There are, afterall, some lead-
ing features of Mesoamerican
astrology which do more than

Wast Brisdge

Entrancs to Suliterronean Docks

An overview reconstruction of the Temple of Poseidon

reflect a European connection.
The Aztec Zodiac at the Museo
Nacional de Mexico uses “atl” as
its water symbol. A, t and | are
the first three letters of “Atlan-
tis,” a water-bourne civilization.
The Aztec Nahui-atl means
“Four-Water,” representing an
age which saw the arrival in Mid-
dle America of Quetzalcoatl, the
“Feathered Serpent,” the
yellow-bearded, light-eyed, fair-
skinned culture-bearer, who ap-
peared after the drowning death
of his homeland, known to the
Aztecs as Aztlan!, “across the
sunrise sea” (i.e., the east.)
Quetzalcoatl’s Old World
counterpart would appear to
have been the Egyptian Thoth,
the founding-father of civilization
and inventor of astrology sym-
bolized by a human male figure
with the feathered head of the
sacred ibis.

Ma-atl was the second day-
sign for “deer,” signifying the
Mixtecs’ deer-god and goddess,
who “raised a great mountain”
called a “Place-where-the-
Heavens-stood” from the midst
of the eastern ocean. Their off-
spring were pairs of twin sons,
builders of glittering palaces and
shrines, until they were de-
stroyed by a devastating flood

that drowned Place-where-the-
Heavens-stood. Comparison
with Plato’s story of Atlantis is
remarkable. He described the
city’s princes as five sets of royal
twins, who built neighboring
kingdoms of the Atlantean em-
pire, while Atlas, the central
figure of the Atlantis story, was
associated with the island’s chief
mountain which “up-held the
heavens.” Even the Mixtec
“deer” symbolism finds its Old
World correspondence in Atlan-
tis. Jakob Ben Chaim, a 16th
Century rabbi of Fez, Morocco,
quoted a fragment from the an-
cient Sibyl of Erythraea on a
descendant people who “had
their original dwelling in Atlan-
tis, and are half-deer....”

The Mesoamerican
Zodiac

As though to confirm a cross
cultural connection between the
Old and New Worlds through
Atlantean astrology, the
Mesoamerican Zodiac func-
tioned essentially the same as
the European version. For man
writes (pages 102-103), “the
Stars (in the Mesoamerican
Zodiac) were divided up into
constellations, and those which
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we know about appear to have
been roughly the same as the
constellations adopted in the
European astrological tradition.
Aquarius was a sign associated
with the water god, Tlaloc, and
Scorpio was also the sign of the
scorpion to the Mexicans. A few

years ago, the author worked -

with two friends on an imaginary
horoscope, one using the stan-
dard European procedure, the
other an Indian method, both of
which were then compared with
the Aztec version. Each worked
separately with the same theor-
etical date, and, for no obvious
reason at all, the answers were
remarkably similar.”

“The astrological year (of the
Aztecs) was divided into months
of thirteen days. It is a curious
fact that the number of lunar
months of thirteen days, with
the intercalculation, should cor-
respond precisely to the number
of years in the Great Sothic
Period of the Egyptians, viz,
1491, a period in which the
seasons and festivals come
round to the same place in the
year again.”’ None of this is to
suggest that Dynastic Egyptians
brought the Zodiac to
Mesoamerica, but rather Aztec
and Nile Civilizations both
received their gift of astrology in-
dependently from the same,
mid-Atlantic source. Flavius
Josephus, the 1st Century
Jewish historian, reported that
the Zodiac reached Europe via
the Atlantic shores of North
Africa, ‘“thence to Egypt,
through to Babylon,” the same
western origins described by the
2nd Century Greek rhetorician,
Lucian.

The Aztec priests preserved
their astrological information in
the Tonalpouhalli, or “Book of
Fate,” which was consulted by

the Emperor himself and appar-
ently dealt with the most serious
state matters. Astrology domi-
nated the behavior and thinking
of the Aztecs to a degree matched
only by the Etruscans. If the
comparison begins to suggest a
common denominator in Atlan-
tis, we should return again to
Plato, who wrote that the At-
lantean Empire stretched to in-
clude Etruria. That Zodiacs
developed in both Mesoamer-
ican and Pre-Classical European
societies is remarkable enough
of a cultural correspondence.
But that both Zodiacs should be
so alike as to feature the same
astrological signs and to com-
pute very similar results logical-
ly invalidates the possibility of a
mere cultural coincidence.

One of the most revealing
(and Atlantean) comparisons
demonstrating an Old World
presence in Middle America oc-
curs in the Aztec god of the
winds, Ehecatl. In the Vienna
Codex, he is depicted bearing
the heavens on his shoulders.
The Egyptian Shu and the
Sumerian Enlil, both associated
with the Great Flood, were
likewise portrayed supporting
the sky, and they too, were
wind-gods. Forman writes of
Ehecatl, “he was an astrological
deity,” so his identification with
Atlas would appear to be
correct.

Atlas, The Father of
Astrology

But what of Atlantis itself?
What was responsible for its
unusual design? The answer
may lie with Atlas himself. The
Greeks (Hesiod, etc.) said he
was the father of astrology, as
illustrated in his support of the
heavens. The oldest known

zodiacs, circa 3000 B.C., were
not found in the Near East.
They were discovered instead at
Cueva de Arce, Laguna de la
Janada, in Cadiz, and in Alvao,
Portugal. Cadiz, Plato said, was
Gades, named after the second
king of Atlantis, Gadeiros. Both
sites are within the immediate,
near-ocean sphere of Atlantean
influence. The Portuguese zodiac
is particularly interesting because

The zodiac is a “wheel
of Life” (Five was the
“Number of Life” in
Atlantis) composed of
twelve “Houses” di-
vided by six, the Sacred
Numeral of perfection.

it is arranged in a cromlech, a
circle of megalithic stones sur-
rounding a dolmen, or cere-
monial mound, the basic con-
figuration of both Stonehenge
(which, incidentally, dates its
First Phase from this same .
period) and Atlantis. The loca-
tions, lay-out and great antiquity
of these Iberian sites define their
Atlantean origins, and they
prompt us to wonder: Was
Atlantis itself a colossal zodiac?
Or, at any rate, was it laid out
according to astrological prin-
ciples, like the Portugese
cromlech? The zodiac is a
“wheel of Life” (Five was the
“Number of Life” in Atlantis)
composed of twelve “Houses”
divided by six, the Sacred
Numeral of perfection.

A cogent parallel may be
found in western Italy, where
“the twelve autonomous cities of
the Old Etruscan Confedera-
tion, symbolically centered
around the sacred Ilake
Bolsena™ may have been ar-
ranged into zodiacal form. The
Etruscans’ link with Atlantis was
pointed out by Plato, and their
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E| Caracol, the “Observatory” of the Mayas, Chichen ltza.

reputation as the leading
astrologers of Classical times
is undeniable. The astrological
configuration of Etruria im-
pressed Professor von Vacano,
who “pointed out that the
number twelve of the cities of
their confederation was a holy
symbolic sum, determined by
religious, not practical con-
siderations. ‘Like constellations
around the Pole Star, these
hallowed places grouped them-
selves around the grove of the
god Voltumna.” ” So too, the
twelve gates of Jerusalem,
sometimes known as the
“Celestial City,” suggest its
astrological basis in city-
planning. Could Atlantis herself
have encompassed a similar
zodiacal significance in her very

design? As the home of astrol-
ogy, the suggestion seems ap-
propriate. Cuzco, the Inca
capital, implies the same astral
orientation. The Etruscan
Voltumna celebrated his feast
days at the seasonal equinoxes,
periods computed by Stone-
henge. Hoyle writes, “I would
suppose the forerunners of the
builders of Stonehenge, follow-
ing the motion of the nodes
along the Zodiac, observed how
their position was related to the
sun and to the monthly swing of
the moon.”

The Magic Number
Twelve

The Etruscans’ example was
echoed in the Trojan sphere

(from which their 13th Century
B.C. ancestors came), and may
after all have originated in
western Asia Minor’s “League of
Twelve Cities.” A dozen prin-
ciples assembled at their yearly
Fanum Voltumnae, just as
twelve high priests convened
annually at Mayapan and
Chichen Itza. Known as Ah Kin,
they were, in fact, astrologers
(“kinyah,” from which Ah Kin
derives, means “to divine”),
who ceremoniously dyed their
bodies blue, recalling the royal
blue of Plato’s Atlantean kings.
The Mayas claimed God parted
“twelve paths through the sea”
for the arrival in America of their
ancestors. A dozen Guanche
high priests, guayres, met at an
assembly-place, the Tagoror,
and divided Tenerife into twelve
provinces. Scheria, Homer’s
thinly veiled description of
Atlantis in the Odyssey, was
likewise partitioned into twelve
districts, and there too, a dozen
princes met under the reign of
King Alcinous, who sacrificed
twelve oxen to Poseidon.
Cooper describes the circle as
“the basis of the astrological
scheme.” The circle is “celestial
unity, solar cycles, all cyclic
movement; time enclosing
space, signifying past, present
and future.” These definitions
suggest the astrological char-
acter implicit in the circular lay-
out of Atlantis as described by
Plato, and they point to the
recurring theme of the Sacred
Numerals in Atlantean archi-
tecture and religion: “In Bud-
dhism, the Sacred Mountain
surrounded by his four islands;
the quinconx being the meeting-
point of heaven and earth and
the four cardinal points plus the
center.” The circle’s identity
number is Five; with its point in
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The author on the steps of the Acropolis, in Athens, where Plato composed his account of Atlantis.

the center (i.e., the Temple of
Poseidon, the Navel of the
World), the circle stands for
“cyclic perfection; the resolution
of all possibilities in the
center.”

Mayan Temples

Cooper’s is no mere specula-
tion. The so-called El Castillo
pyramid of Kukulcan, in
Chichen ltza, contains a circular
temple to the Feathered Ser-
pent. The pyramid was known
to the Mayas as Ichapa, “Divide
the Circles,” a name referring to
the Atlantean configuration of a
concentric enclosure surround-
ing a circular temple oriented to
the four cardinal directions,
thereby establishing the pyramid
as a center for worship of the
Atlantean “Navel of the World”
religion. The Caracol, a Mayan
observatory-temple, contains
numerous repetitions of the
Atlantean numerals throughout

its concentric construction. In-
terestingly, this interpretation of
the circle’s symbolism appears in
the Egyptian hieroglyph for
time; the word is “rek” (from
which our “reckon” derives?).
The association becomes still
more apparent when we realize
that Stonehenge, essentially a
circle ringing a central point was
a megalithic timepiece.

If Chichen ltza, as probably
the most important and overtly
Atlantean city in Mesoamerica,
was configured according to
astronomical-astrological prin-
ciples, then it seems to follow
that Cuzco, the most important
and discernably Atlantean city in
Precolumbian South America,
should have been similarly
oriented. And indeed it was.
The Inca capital was conceived
in a scheme of forty one im-
aginary lines (ceques) radiating
outward from its center, the
Coricancha (“Navel”), or Tem-

‘ple of the Sun, delineated by

three hundred twenty eight
sacred places (huacas).

Atlas, the inventor of
astrology, was king, Plato wrote,
of an island-empire in the Atlan-
tic Ocean. In the Critias, he fre-
quently describes Atlantis as
divided into “zones.” The divi-
sions of the Zodiac are known
as ‘‘zonaios kosmos,” or
“zones.” Does Plato then sug-
gest in his repeated choice of this
particular term that the city itself
was conceived ‘and configured
as a gargantuan Zodiac? As the
homeland and first capital of
astrology, the suggestion does
not seem inappropriate. O

. —Francis Joséph
The Conquest of Mexico, William

Prescott, p. 106
2
The Mythic Image, Joseph Campbell, p.

254, 307-308

3 : :
On Stonehenge, Fred Hoyle, p. 120

4Pm Illustrated Encyclopaedia of Traditional
Symbols. J. C. Cooper, p. 36, 116
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Mystic Light

“Muystics on Main Street”

O ne’s first reaction on seeing this headline in a leading national news
journal might be joy the Ageless Wisdom is finally making a ma-
jor impact on' our times. But the subheading, “While skeptics cast
doubts, psychics count dollars,” alerts one that the rejoicing could be
premature. And as one reads on and learns that some of these “psychics
are collecting up to $250 an hour,” one knows beyond doubt that this
report is not dealing with the genuine, for “No genuinely developed
seer will ever exercise this faculty for money or its equivalent; nor will
he use it to gratify curiosity; but only to help humanity.’””

Too, it is regrettable that in this article the words “muystics” and
“psychics” are used interchangeably, for they are not one and the same.
Some of the most renown mystics of all time were not psychics—for
instance, Francis of Assisi and Brother Lawrence, author of the devo-
tional classic, The Practice of the Presence of God. Since there are
numerous definitions of “muystic,” it is apparently easy to classify just
about all “pyschics” under this category, but that is not correct. A basic
requirement of the true mystic should be that his life reflect total dedica-
tion to the service of God and man—a far cry indeed from the self-
service of “collecting up to $250 an hour.”

It logically follows that if cer-
tain arcane information should
not be dispensed for selfish gain,
neither should it be sought for
the same. As a case in point,
there is the Biblical account of
Simon of Samaria,’> which
clearly proves that money-
motivated Main Street is missing
the mark.

Then why delve into
mysticism—to be specific, the
Western Wisdom Teachings?
For a reason that cannot be suf-
ficiently stressed: The discerning
student of the Christian religion
realizes sooner or later that the
literal interpretation of the Bible
as offered by Fundamentalists is
untenable; on the other hand,
when the Modernists get
through with it, not much is left;
it may be little more than some
soporific bedtime stories plus ad-
vice on how to be a goody-
goody! The Rosicrucian
Teachings fill the wvoid by
demonstrating that the sublime
message of the Biblical Canon,
interpreted spiritually as it should
be,” is in full harmony with
both science and reason.

We can indeed know that
there is a God of love; that life
has purpose and meaning. Thus
all doubt disappears. One is free
to love and serve God with ut-
ter abandon; one’s heart is
flooded by Divine Love; one ex-
periences God; one has found
the Pearl of Great Price! This is
mysticism at its best, true
mysticism —not that which is be-
ing merchandized on Main
Street! O

—A Probationer
IU‘S. News & World Report, February 9,
1987, pp. 67-69.
2The Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conception, Max
Heindel, p. 68.
®Acts 8: 9-24.
41 Corinthians 2:14.
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‘Max Heindel’s Message

The Coming Age

hen We speak of the Coming Age, of the “New Heaven and the

New Earth” mentioned in the Bible, and also of the Aquarian
Age, the differences may not be quite clear in the minds of our students.
Confusion of terms is one of the most fertile seed grounds of fallacy,
and the Rosicrucian Teachings aim to avoid it by a particularly definite
nomenclature. Sometimes an extra effort seems necessary to disperse
the haze engendered by current cloudy conceptions of others as sincere
as the present writer, but not so fortunate in having access to the in-
comparable Western Wisdom Teachings.

It has been taught in our literature that four great epochs of unfold-
ment preceded the present order of things; that the density of the Earth,
its atmospheric conditions, and the laws of nature prevailing in one
epoch were as different from those of the other epochs as was the cor-
responding physiological constitution of mankind of one epoch different
from those in the others.

The bodies of ADM (the name means red earth), the humanity of
fiery Lemuria, were formed of the “dust of the ground,” the red, hot,
volcanic mud, and were just suited to their environment. Flesh and
blood would have shriveled up in the terrible heat of that day, and
though suited to present conditions, Paul tells us that they cannot in-
herit the Kingdom of God. It is therefore manifest that before a new
order of things can be inaugurated, the physiological constitution of
mankind must be radically changed, to say nothing of the spiritual at-
titude. Aeons will be required to regenerate the whole human race and
fit them to live in ethereal bodies.

On the other hand, neither does a new environment come into ex-
istence in a moment, but land and people are evolved together from
the smallest and most primitive beginnings. When the mists of Atlantis
commenced to settle, some of our forbears had grown embryonic lungs
and were forced to the highlands ages before their compeers. They
wandered in “the wilderness” while “the promised land” was emerg-
ing from the lighter fogs, and at the same time their growing lungs were
fitting them to live under present atmospheric conditions.

Two more races were born in the basins of the Earth before a suc-
cession of floods drove them to the highlands; the last flood took place
at the time when the Sun entered the watery sign Cancer, about ten
thousand years ago as told Plato by the Egyptian priests. Thus we see
there is no sudden change of constitution or environment for the whole
human race when a new epoch is ushered in, but an overlapping of
conditions which makes it possible for most of the race by gradual ad-
justment to enter the new condition, though the change may seem

to the individual when the
preparatory change has been
accomplished unconsciously.
The metamorphosis of a tadpole
from a denizen of the watery
element to one of the airy gives
an analogy of the past, and the
transformation of the caterpillar
to a butterfly soaring in the air
is an apt simile of the coming
age. When the heavenly time
marker came into Aries by
precession, a new cycle com-
menced, and the “glad tidings”
were preached by Christ. He
said by implication that the new
heaven and earth were not
ready then when He told His
disciples: Whither I go you can-
not now follow, but you shall
follow afterwards. 1 go to
prepare a place for you and will
come again and receive you.
Later John saw in a vision the
new Jerusalem descending from
heaven, and Paul taught the
Thessalonians “by the word of
the Lord” that those who are
Christ’s at His coming shall be
caught up in the air to meet Him
and be with Him for the age.
But during this change there
are pioneers who enter the
kingdom of God before their
brethren. Christ, in Matt. 11:12,
said that “the kingdom of
heaven suffereth violence, and
the violent take it by force.” This
is not a correct translation. It
ought to be: The kingdom of the
heavens has been invaded
(biaxetai), and invaders seize on
her. Men and women have al-
ready learned through holy,
helpful lives to lay aside the
body of flesh and blood, either
intermittently or permanent-
ly, and to walk the skies with
winged feet, intent upon the
business of their Lord, clad in
the ethereal “wedding garment”
of the new dispensation. This
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change may be accomplished
through a life of simple
helpfulness and prayer as prac-
ticed by devoted Christians, no
matter with what church they af-
filiate, as well as by the specific
exercises given in The Rosicru-
cian Fellowship. The latter will
prove barren of results, unless
accompanied by constant acts of
love for love which will be the
keynote of the coming age as
Law is of the present order. The
intense expression of the former
quality increases the phosphores-
cent luminosity and density of
the ethers in our vital bodies, the
fiery streams sever the tie to the
mortal coil, and the man, once
born of water upon his emer-
gence from Atlantis, is now born
of the spirit into the kingdom of
God. The dynamic force of his
love has opened a way to the
land of love, and indescribable
is the rejoicing among those
already there when new in-
vaders arrive, for each new ar-
rival hastens the coming of the
Lord and the definite establish-
ment of the Kingdom.

Among the religiously in-
clined there is a definite unceas-
ing cry: How long, O Lord; how
long? And despite the emphatic
statement of Christ that the day
and hour are unknown, even to
Himself, prophets continue to
gain credence when they predict
His coming on a certain day,
though each is discomfited
when the day passes without
development. The question has
also been debated among our
students, and the present article
is an attempt to show the fallacy
of looking for the Second Ad-
vent in a year or fifty or five hun-
dred. The Elder Brothers

At the time of Christ the Sun
was in about seven degrees of
Aries. Five hundred years were
required to bring the precession
to the thirtieth degree of Pisces.
During that time the new church
lived through a stage of offen-
sive and defensive violence well
justifying the words of Christ: “I
came not to bring peace but a
sword.” Fourteen hundred
years more have elapsed under
the negative influence of Pisces,
which has fostered the power of
the church and bound the peo-
ple by creed and dogma.

In the middle of the last cen-
tury the Sun came within orb of
influence of the scientific sign
Aquarius, and although it will
take about seven hundred years
before the Aquarian Age com-
mences, it is highly instructive to
note what changes the mere
touch has wrought in the world.
Our limited space precludes
enumeration of the wonderful
advances made since then; but
it is not too much to say that
science, invention, and result-
ant industry have completely
changed the world, its social life,
and economic conditions. The
great strides made in means of
communication have done
much to break down barriers of
race prejudice and prepare us
for conditions of Universal
Brotherhood. Weapons of
destruction have been made so
fearfully efficient that the militant
nations will be forced ere long
to “beat their swords into
plowshares and their spears in-
to pruning hooks.” The sword
has had its reign during the Pis-
cean Age, but science will rule
in the Aquarian Age.

Age: A blending of religion and
science, forming a religious
science and a scientific religion,
which will promote the health,
happiness and the enjoyment of
life in abundant measure.

Sugar for Alcohol

In the chapter elucidating the
Law of Assimilation in the Rosi-
crucian Cosmo-Conception, we
stated that minerals cannot be
assimilated because they lack a
vital body, which lack makes it
impossible for man to raise their
vibratory rate to his own pitch.
Plants have a vital body and no
self-consciousness, hence are
most easily assimilated and re-
main with man longer than cells
of animal flesh, which is
permeated by a desire body.
The vibratory rate of the latter
is high, and much energy is re-
quired in assimilation; its cells
also quickly escape and make it
necessary for the flesh eater to
forage often.

We are aware that alcohol is
a “foreign spirit” and a “spirit of
decay,” because it is generated
by fermentation OUTSIDE the
consumer’s system. Being
“spirit,” it vibrates with such in-
tense rapidity that the human
spirit is incapable of tuning it
down and controlling it as food
must be, hence metabolism is
out of the question. Nay, more,
as we cannot reduce its vibratory
rate to that of our bodies, this
foreign spirit may accelerate
their vibratory pitch and control
us as happens in the state of in-
toxication. Thus alcohol is a
great danger to mankind and
one from which we must be
emancipated ere we can realize

decline to commit themselves In the land of the setting Sun our divine nature. ]

further than to point out what we may expect to first see the —Gleanings of a Mystic,

must first be accomplished. ideal conditions of the Aquarian Max Heindel
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—Studies in the Cosmo-Conception —

The Central Region
of the Desire World

Question: Where is Purgatory located in the Desire
World?

Answer: Purgatory occupies the three lower
Regions of the Desire World.

Question: What do we find in the fourth Region?

Answer: The central, or fourth Region is a sort of
borderland —neither heaven nor hell.

Question: What kind of people are here?

Answer: In this Region we find people who are
honest and upright; who wronged no one but were
deeply immersed in business and thought nothing
of the higher life.

Question: What do they do there?

Answer: For them the Desire World is a state of
the most indescribable monotony. There is no
“business” in that world, nor is there, for a man
of that kind, anything that will take its place. He
has a very hard time until he learns to think of
higher things then ledgers and drafts.

Question: What other types are in that Region?

Answer: The people who thought of the problem
of life and came to the conclusion that “death ends
it all”’; who denied the existence of things outside
the material sense world—these people also feel
this dreadful monotony.

Question: What had they expected?

Answer: They had expected annihilation of con-
sciousness, but instead of that they find themselves
with an augmented perception of persons and
things about them.

Question: What is often their reaction to this state?

Answer: They had been accustomed to denying
these things so vehemently that they often fancy

the Desire World an hallucination, and may fre-
quently be heard exclaiming in the deepest despair,
“When will it end? When will it end?”

Question: Is such a state really bad?

Answer: Such people are really in a pitiable state.
They are generally beyond the reach of any help
whatever and suffer much longer than almost
anyone else.

Question: Do they suffer other losses?

Answer: Yes. In addition they have scarcely any
life in the Heaven World, where the building of
bodies for future use is taught, and so they put all
their crystallizing thoughts into whatsoever body
they build for a future life; thus a body is built that
has the hardening tendencies we see, for instance,
in consumption.

Question Does this result in good?

Answer: Sometimes the suffering incident to such
decrepit bodies will turn the thoughts of the en-
tities ensouling them to God and their evolution
can proceed.

Question: In which type lies the greatest danger?

Answer: In the materialistic mind lies the greatest
danger of losing touch with the Spirit and becom-
ing an outcast. Therefore, the Elder Brothers have
been very seriously concerned for the last century
regarding the fate of the Western World, and were
it not for their special beneficent action in its behalf
we would have had a social cataclysm compared
with which the French Revolution would have been
child’s play. (]

—Reference: Cosmo-Conception, pp. 112-113
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-Western Wisdom Bible Study-

The Hidden Wisdor:

But we speak the Wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden
wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory:

Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known
it, they would not have crucified the Lord of Glory.

But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared
for them that love him.

But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit search-
eth all things, yea, the deep things of God.

—1 Cor. 2:7-10

hat the “Wisdom of God” became hidden and a “mystery” to man

was due to the fact that during his long septenary journey from
all-consciousness to self-consciousness he deviated from the original
divine plan for him and became so crystallized that he lost conscious
touch with the invisible worlds and the invisible (to us now) beings in-
habiting them, as well as with the spiritual truths concerning his origin
and pilgrimage into matter.

Prior to a certain time in the Lemurian Epoch man’s consciousness
was focused in the spiritual realms: he was unconscious of the physical
processess of propagation, birth, and death. When his “eyes were
opened,” his consciousness was directed outward toward the facts of
the Physical World and conditions were altered. Thenceforth he grew
less and less conscious of the spiritual worlds and beings about him,

However, the nadir of materiality was finally passed, and the Christ,
the mightiest of the Archangels, came, was crucified and became the
indwelling Spirit of our planet. From the center of the Earth He sends
forth his powerful love-radiation, making it possible for man to
etherealize his bodies, unfold his spiritual faculties, and thus regain his

lost heritage. Thus the “hidden
wisdom” will become revealed
and man will know from within,
intuitively, of “the things which
God hath prepared for them
that love him.”

The Rosicrucian Philosophy
describes the intuitive process
thus: “As the blood passes
through the heart, cycle after cy-
cle, hour after hour all through
life it engraves the pictures it car-
ries upon the seed atoms while
they are still fresh, thus making
a faithful record of the life which
is always in closest touch with
the Life Spirit, the Spirit of Love
and Unity, therefore the heart is
the home of altruistic love.

“As these pictures pass in-
ward to the World of Life Spirit,
in which is the true Memory of
Nature, they do not come
through the slow physical
senses, but directly through the
fourth ether contained in the air
we breathe. In the World of Life
Spirit, the Life Spirit sees much
more clearly than it can in the
denser Worlds. In its high home
it is in touch with the Cosmic
Wisdom and in any situation it
knows at once what to do and
flashes the message of guidance
and proper action back to the
heart, which as instantaneous-
ly flashes it on to the brain
through the medium of the
pneumogastric nerve, resulting
in “first impressions” —the intui-
tional impulse, which is always
good, because it is drawn direct-
ly from the fountain of Cosmic
Wisdom and Love.

“This is all done so quickly
that the heart has control before
the slower reason has had time
to ‘take in the situation,” as it
were. It is the thought that a
man ‘thinketh in his heart,” and
it is true that ‘so is he.”” 0O

RAYS 87

273




Astrology

Johndro Locality

Chart
London
November 24, 1931

T128

From London With Love

ome fifty five years ago, during the dark and dismal depths of the

Depression, on November 24, 1931, London was the scene of one
of modern man’s most magnificent moments—the Birth of the British
Commonwealth of Nations. A review of the events, plus a view of the
celestial script for the occasion, will demonstrate why this was truly a
shining hour for an illustrious island.’

The British had for long perceived that this was the 20th century;
19th century colonial procedures were long passé. So—aeons ahead
of other imperial powers—they decided to replace a colonial edifice
built on servile submission with an entity based instead on voluntary
allegiance. Under this new setup, the old mother country would vir-
tually be no more than a sot of primus inter pares.” Not crude force,
but cordial fealty to the Crown would be the new tie that binds. Ad-
mittedly, things have not always gone smoothly, as was most recently
attested by the mid-summer '86 Summit of its 49 members, but the
desirable has vastly outweighed the deplorable. For instance, there’s
little doubt that had it not been for the support of the Commonwealth,
Britain could not have held against Hitler’s hordes a decade later until
the U.S. was drawn into the conflict by Pearl Harbor.

By stark contrast, after World War 1, nations like France, Holland,
Portugal etc. vainly sought to keep their empires by force. It was a strain
and a drain without a gain. But enlightened England, by voluntarily

dismantling her ancien régime
herself, had gained in power,
poise, peace, prestige. If, as has
been said, a good statesman is
one who can foresee the trends
of the next century, then the
architects of the Commonwealth
surely built better than they
knew!

As we peruse the Com-
monwealth’s celestial certificate
of birth, the very first item to
grab our attention is the total
absence of planets in air signs!
That imbalance is generally
taken to mean a lack or absence
of reason, logic. Can that really
be said of this great 49-member
family? Yes, and in a most
marvelous way!

The birth of the Com-
monwealth can indeed be
described as devoid of
reason—human reason, that is.
It simply isn’t logical for a nation
voluntarily to give away on such
unprecedented scale. This act
involved territories comprising
something like one-fourth of the
world’s population! For cen-
turies, stalwarts like Raleigh (the
Americas), Raffles (Southeast
Asia), and Rhodes (Africa) had
laboriously and lovingly built the
empire—and now this? At the
stroke of a pen, their labors were
renounced! Surely from a
human standpoint this con-
travenes reason! But then,
whenever (idealistic) light has
shone, the darkness (human
reason) comprehended it not!

And truly this is a most
idealistic chart! We find three
planets in the ninth house o<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>