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Feature

The Rosicrucian Order,

The Fellowship,
and the
Western Wisdom Teachings

he Rosicrucian Order was founded in the thirteenth century by Christian

Rosenkreuz (Christian Rose Cross), a messenger of the Great White Lodge
of Divine Hierarchs who guide humanity upon the path of evolution. The Order
is not a mundane organization, but has its Temple and Headquarters on the
etheric plane. Its mission was to blend esoteric Christianity, mystic Masonry,
and spiritual Alchemy into one great system of religious philosophy, adequate
to meet the advanced spiritual and intellectual needs of the Western World.
during the forthcoming Aquarian Age.

The Rosicrucian Fellowship was founded by Max Heindel, under the
guidance of the Elder Brothers of the Rosicrucian Order. It is the authorized
representative, for the present period of evolution, of that Order, and is
charged with carrying the Western Wisdom Teachings to the Western people.

The Western Wisdom Teachings posit that God is the Creator of our solar
system; that in all Nature a slow process of development constantly is carried
on with unwavering persistence through repeated embodiments in forms of

increasing efficiency; that the goal
of life is perfection, which ultimately
is attained by all. The Teachings
emphasize that as we sow, so shall
we reap, and that it is possible for
us to hasten or retard our evolu-
tionary development by the way in
which we live. They unfold the
whole plan of creation from begin-
ning to the end of this evolutionary
Day of Manifestation, and give
specific directions about how to
proceed in order to accomplish the
best results in the most effective
manner. They throw light on many
perplexing passages in the Bible
and bridge the gap between science
and religion by making religion
scientific and science religious.
They make no statements that are
not supported by logic and reason,
and they invite questions and
investigations.

The Teachings of the Rosicru-
cians are a clear call to rectitude
and strength of character, to self-
reliance, justice, courage, honesty,
compassion—in short, to all the
sterling qualities of mind and Spirit
which go to make a helper and
server of men. The Western
Wisdom Teachings clarify the
essential truths of Christianity: the
immaculate, as oppposed to the
miraculous, conception of Jesus;
the duality of Jesus the man and
Christ the divine Archangel Who
used his vehicles; the supreme Mis-
sion of Christ to teach humanity the
Gospel of Love while taking upon
Himself the sins of the world by
clothing the planet in His sublime
desire essence; the operation of the
Laws of Rebirth and Consequence,
under which humanity eventually
individually will achieve salvation.
Salvation, simply stated, is the
result of knowledge of one’s true
self and of adjusting life to personal
principles.

The Rosicrucian Fellowship of-
fers correspondence courses in
three areas of the Western Wisdom
Teachings: Philosophy, Astrology,
and Bible Interpretation. Inquiries
are welcomed. ]
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Editorial -
Seventy-Five Years

s we come together at Mt. Ecclesia, August 6 through 10, in the spirit of Universal Brotherhood to celebrate the

75th Anniversary of The Rosicrucian Fellowship, it is fitting to recall the early years when Max Heindel worked
against great odds to bring the Western Wisdom Teachings to the world. In the beginning, the work was of a pioneer-
ing nature performed under sometimes primitive conditions. Nevertheless Mr. Heindel and his co-workers, inspired
by the dream of bringing to the world the spiritual panacea, the Light of Truth, rejoiced in the endeavor.

Today the work continues, at Mt. Ecclesia and in Fellowship Centers and Study Groups in many parts of the world.
The real foundation of this endeavor lies in the Fellowship Members—Probationers and Students—cooperating, as
spiritual brothers and sisters, to “live the life” and give of themselves in selfless service to humanity. As we each in-
dividually, in our own environments and circumstances, endeavor to be living examples of the lofty Teachings
advanced by the Elder Brothers of the Rosicrucian Order, we can make a significant collective contribution to peace
and soul growth among and of all humanity.

In the Aquarian Age, the Sun by its precessional passage through the constellation Aquarius will bring out in humanity
all the intellectual and spiritual potencies which are symbolized by that sign. As heat from a fire warms all objects
within the sphere of its radiations, so also the Aquarian Ray will raise the Earth’s vibrations to a pitch we as yet are
unable to comprehend. It is as herald of that Age that The Rosicrucian Fellowship was brought into being.

The world is God’s training school. In the past, we have learned to build different vehicles for our use in evolution;
among them is the physical body. We evolved eyes that we might see, ears that we might hear, and other physical
organs and attributes. As a result of such work, we are “promoted” from “grade” to “grade” in this evolutionary school,
each with its particular scope of consciousness.

Not all Egos are promoted at every step, however. If one has not learned the lessons relevant to a particular phase
of development, one cannot matriculate with one’s “classmates.” When the mist in the air at the time of Atlantis
condensed, for instance, and filled the basins of the Earth with oceans of water, driving people to the highlands, many
perished by asphyxiation because they had not evolved lungs. They could not live in the new age with its dry
atmospheric conditions.

Another great world transformation is coming. We know not when, but Christ Jesus warned that the day would
come “as a thief in the night.” Paul informs us that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; he states
that we have a soul body (soma psuchicon —I Cor. 15:44), and that we shall meet the Lord in the air when He
comes. This soul body, an etheric vehicle, therefore is as necessary for entrance into the New Age of the Kingdom
of God as a physical body equipped with lungs was for the Atlanteans who desired to move on into the age in which
we now are living. Thus it is essential that we fashion this soul body, and this can be done only by loving, self-forgetting
service to others. Anyone aspiring to follow in the steps of Christ Jesus, to unfold spiritual potentials, continually must
be on the lookout for opportunities to serve humanity as Christ Jesus did. Each day must be filled as full as possible
with kind and considerate deeds, for they are the substance of which the soul body is built. Without these “works,”
no amount of prayer, fasting, or other religious exercises will avail.

The multitude of humanity slowly is moving in the right spiritual direction as led by the different churches. There
is an ever-growing class of people, however, which senses the existence of a greater Truth and a more certain Light
than those expressed or manifested in the orthodox churches. The Rosicrucian Fellowship was started for this class
of people, to help them understand the mysteries of life and to help them live purposefully and productively according
to the divine Laws of the universe. The methods advocated by The Rosicrucian Fellowship are definite, scientific,
and religious. They have been originated by the Western School of The Rosicrucian Order and therefore are especially
suited for Western people. It is the aim of The Rosicrucian Fellowship to hasten that glad day when sorrow, pain,
sin, and death shall have ceased, and we shall have been redeemed from the fascinating, enthralling “illusions” of
matter and awakened to the supreme truth of the reality of Spirit.

There is no separation with God. When we have developed the Christ consciousness within, we will have reached
the altruistic goal of the Aquarian Age. We cannot reiterate strongly enough that development of the Christ within
is the key to our journey onward and upward to God. Let us, as we celebrate our 75th Anniversary, dedicate our
efforts anew to achieving Universal Brotherhood. “Loving, self-forgetting service to others is the shortest, the safest,
and the most joyful road to God.” May the roses bloom upon your cross! a
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Mystic Light

A Tribute to Max Heindel

This article was written in 1919 shortly after Max Heindel’s passing.

t. Ecclesia has been my home for over five years, and I have had every
opportunity to verify my first impressions.

To the world at large Max Heindel was the student and teacher of mysticism.
Many all over the world have received their first impression of occultism from
him. To those in his correspondence courses, both Students and Probationers,
he was our leader—authorized by the Elder Brothers to lead us into the higher
mysteries of the Rosicrucian Philosophy; but to those of us who were privileged
to live at Headquarters, who saw the man as well as the Lay-brother, he was
a living example of his teachings.

Unassuming, he shunned the crowd who came with curious questions, yet
to those who sought assistance he was ever kind and a tower of strength.
A man of few words, he was ready with an answer which carried conviction
and satisfaction for those who needed help. He taught us to serve by his own
example. Seldom without pain, he never acknowledged it by word or sign.
He was one of us and loved his home, was most considerate of all, and
whenever needed he served.

This has been hard pioneer work: sagebrush and weeds covered the ground
when bought seven years ago. We never lacked for money for what was
necessary, but, alas, the workers who came often failed him. It was their test
and they were not ready. Was the pump in the valley out of order? He climbed
down, in spite of the lame foot and impaired circulation, a distance of 235
feet and repaired it, that Mt. Ecclesia might have water! Was anything out
of order in the automobile? He was on his back under the car to fix it. Lately
he found it necessary to be the mechanic of our press room, as competent
mechanics on the linotype were scarce on account of the war.

Five years ago | saw him come
into the old tent, which then
served as a dining room and seated
over fifty people, with pail and
mop to clean the room. Every male
Probationer thought it too menial
a work for them, and Max Heindel
would not let a woman do it as
long as there were men around. He
was the architect of our many
buildings, and often when work-
men failed, could be seen handing
up the tiles to those above. His
heart was grieved that so many he
thought he could trust had failed
him.

So the frail body gave way under
the strain, when he might have
been saved for this Work if all had
done their duty.

He loved these mountains and
hills, snow-capped Baldy and San
Jacinto, and the wide sweep of the
Pacific Ocean with its ever-
changing sunsets.

Always the gentleman, he never
hesitated to show his loving con-
sideration for his companion, for
they were one in soul and Spirit.
A strong tie binds all of us who
have had the privilege of knowing
the man as well as the leader. We
cannot forget his strong voice as he
led us in singing in the Pro-Ecclesia,
or the happy beaming smile with
which he greeted those in whom he
had confidence.

Can any of us who were here at
Christmastime forget the Christmas
dinner and the afternoon that
followed? How happy and cheery
and witty Mr. Heindel was—the
songs he sang in his rich bass voice,
the stories he told, and the jokes
that passed. Again at our New
Year’s party, he was one of the
merriest there, applauding heartily
the efforts of others and ever ready
to do his part in adding to the en-
joyment of all.

We miss the bodily presence, but
he is yet ‘our leader, and we still
hear his voice as he repeated that
favorite poem: There Is No
Death. 0

—Mary L. Lyon
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— Mystic Light

The Invisible
Temple

Il thoughts, whether good, bad, or indifferent, send

out “clouds” or forms of light or shadow, of vary-
ing hues and intensity, of varying speeds and shapes,
according to the quality and vigor of the force which
created them. :

Some thoughts and emotions alter the thinker’s aura
for a moment only; others are able to build and send
out a definite force in a definite shape to do a definite
work. In The Rosicrucian Fellowship Healing Service,
it is said that if the healing thoughts that are sent out
in love for others are sufficiently strong, a thought form
will be built and ensouled. If constantly fed by earnest
devotion and repetition of the service, it will become
stronger and more efficient as the power of the wor-
shipers increases.

The super-physical emanation, furthermore, is not
limited to the human aura and the thought forms sent
out. If, with spiritual vision, we could observe a service
in a house of worship, seeing around and above the
physical structure, we likely would be amazed at the
spiritual edifice built by the thoughts and prayers of the
worshipers. All their thoughts, prayers, and songs of
praise, by virtue of constant repetition in a context of
intense sincerity, would have built a spiritual “structure”
in the higher realms.

Every room, every home, every building has an

etheric atmosphere around itself that constantly is be-
ing built or scattered by the thoughts and emotions of
individuals who are connected with the physical
premises. The etheric structure of a place of worship,
because of the nature of services and private devotions
taking place there, is stronger and more powerful than
is that of a building devoted to more mundane uses.

Wherever there is sincere prayer and worship, no
matter what religion, creed, or denomination the
participants represent, an outpouring of Spirit always
is attracted from the realms of the Divine. It is sent in
response to the worshipers’ thoughts and aspirations,
and may be used by them according to their abilities
and needs. Thus, the “spiritual temple” surrounding any
house of worship consists of a harmony, form, and color
in keeping with the teachings and services conducted
there.

The invisible Temple of the Rosicrucian Order is the
spiritual structure permeating and surrounding the
physical building in which the Elder Brothers of the
Order live and do much of their work. It is, of course,
a far more superlative structure than anything built by
the prayers and thoughts of “ordinary” humanity. Max
Heindel visited this Temple both as a guest and as a
Lay Brother of the Order, but he never revealed its loca-
tion other than to say that it was in Germany, not far
from the baths of Carlsbad.

One would search in vain in the physical body to find
this Temple. Even the Lay Brothers and Sisters of the
Order, unless they have a certain mission to perform
as was the case with Mr. Heindel, are not permitted to
find the Temple when in the physical body. They may,
and do, attend the services connected with their
particular degrees of Initiation, at midnight, when in their
soul bodies. They may well retain the memory of the
Temple itself and its appearance, but when they wake
they do not remember the physical location.

The Temple of the Rosicrucian Order is so permeated
with spirituality that an ordinary individual would not
feel at all comfortable in such an atmosphere. It is possi-
ble to be as uncomfortable and out of place where the
spiritual vibrations are above one’s stage of development
as it is where there is a gross, material vibration lower
than that of one’s spiritual status.

A “spiritual wall” surrounds the Rosicrucian Temple
which is impenetrable to anyone ineligible to attend the
particular service being conducted. Should even a Lay
Brother of the Order, by mistake or through forget-
fulness, seek to enter the Temple at a time when the
exercises are above his or her spiritual status, that
person quite literally would bump up against a spiritual
wall and find the experience not at all pleasant. The
“building blocks” which constitute this wall are com-
posed of the spiritual atmosphere surrounding the
physical structrure, the Elder Brothers’ house. The high
vibrations of this atmosphere are all that is required to
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deter the unworthy. No person, in his higher vehicles,
can enter into an atmosphere that is too far above his
spiritual status; similarly, it is difficult for those of high
spiritual attainment to enter the environment of people
who have surrounded themselves with an aura too
abundant with worldliness and material-mindedness.
For such advanced individuals, the experience is similar
to navigating through fog on the physical plane: fog
dims our sight, confuses our hearing, and generally
seems more to dull our senses the longer it continues.

This helps explain why it sometimes is particularly
difficult for those who would help from the higher planes
to reach the very people who seem to need help most:
it is exceedingly hard for a spiritually aware individual
to draw close and into the murky, materially over-
whelming surroundings which such people often have
fashioned for themselves.

This type of consideration applies to a spiritual Tem-
ple also. This edifice should be such a place and exude
a condition in which those from the higher realms can
join in and cooperate with the work that people on the
physical plane are trying to do. This cannot be done
with any degree of efficiency unless the invisible
atmosphere is built to, and maintained at, a high spiritual
standard. This, in turn, can be accomplished only by
the constant repeated effort of all who enter the physical
structure in order to pray and worship.

An invisible Temple (which, in fact, is invisible only
to those who have not yet the requisite spiritual vision)
gives a true picture and record of the spiritual work that
has been accomplished in that place of devotion. The
beauty and serenity which we associate with a church
are only the outward and visible signs of the higher and
more spiritual structure that can be built around the
physical one.

The idea of the physical house of worship first is
created in the minds of those who envision it. The idea
then is clothed in desire stuff and ultimately given suffi-
cient incentive that it can be constructed physically on
the material plane. The spiritual, or “real,” place of wor-
ship then gradually is constructed from the spiritual
essence of the devotional thoughts and exercises
repeatedly offered by the human congregation. This
structure then literally lives in wonderful form and
radiance, resplendent in glorious colors and vibrating
with soul stirring harmony in and around, through and
above, the physical edifice.

Of course material contributions are essential to the
material well-being of a physical house of worship. The
spiritual contributions, brought and freely given by each
worshiper, however, collectively give to that particular
sanctuary its special significance in the work on both
this plane and the higher planes. This point cannot be
brought too emphatically to the attention of all spiritual

"~ Mystic Light

Unfolding the
Divinity Within
an possesses the power of Divinity within himself.
It is up to him to realize that power, to become
a creative Intelligence—to become, in short, a god.
Stop and think for a moment exactly what this means.
It means that at some far-future time, each one of us
will be as omnipotent as that great Being to Whom we
refer as God, that we will perform the deeds of the
Christ “and greater than these,” that we will live per-

manently unburdened by the weight of a physical body
or the encumbrance of matter, and that, having learned

aspirants. O the lessons of evolution and knowing both good and
—A.M.C. evil, we will have aligned ourselves with the Good and
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we will have become so pure that evil will be unable
to touch us. It means all these things, of course—but
they are so remote from us at present as to be almost
unfathomable.

It also means, however, that we can, if we will but
try, exercise a great deal of the divine potential within
us at the present time. It is not necessary to wait until
the dawning of some remote evolutionary age. Most
people would be greatly surprised at the degree of
“divinity” within them which already now is ready to
manifest.

What, then, are some of these divine attributes to be
unfolded? First are the three which come perhaps most
readily to mind: omniscience, omnipotence, and
omnipresence. These, of course, are far beyond our
present reach and for purposes of this article can be
disregarded. Far beyond us also is the creative Power
that results in manifestations of such splendor as the
heavenly bodies.

But we do have a degree of creative power within
us now, and this power must be exercised in order
ultimately to achieve its full potential. A positive,
enthusiastic approach to life, accompanied by the
active determination to solve our problems, make use
of our other talents, and do all we can to serve others,
is the context in which this creativity should expand.
Persistence, hard work, and thoughtful awareness of
what is ours to unfold represents the backbone of all
such fruitful endeavor.

There is another attribute of divinity, however, even
more important than creative ability, which we could
work on in this life with gratifying results. This is the
quality of impersonal love, with its attendant character-
istics of compassion and altruism. Not, again, that any
human being now can come close to achieving the
depth, beauty, all-pervasiveness, and strength of the
love of our heavenly Father or of that of the Christ. But
almost all of us can develop our loving, compassionate
natures far more than we are doing.

These characteristics cannot be perfected unless the
person develops a sanguine interest in people and a
desire to get to know them better, individually and
collectively. This does not necessarily mean “sociability”
as commonly perceived, or gregariousness. It means
the desire to observe people and, after practiced obser-
vation, the ability to penetrate their superficial
characteristics and discern their true natures. In other
words, it means the ability to seek and find “the divine
essence within.”

At the same time, we must want to be of service to
these people whom we are getting to know so well.
Many people’s problems can be alleviated with some
type of assistance from a fellow human being. Many
people, in spite of this, have problems so overwhelm-
ing as to seem to them insurmountable. It is not enough
to feel sorry for others when we learn of their misfor-

tunes and then re-immerse ourselves in our private con-
cerns. We must be ready and willing to do what we can
to help, even if it is “only” the lending of moral sup-
port. If we can do nothing more, our sympathetic,
serene presence often will be the sustaining force which
will help the afflicted person pull through the trying
period.

The quality of divine Love which we are trying to
emulate includes the ability to be compassionate and
loving to all, no matter how unpleasant or depraved
they may appear. Such tenderness is nothing more than
that which God and the Christ have exercised toward
the whole human race all along. Who of us, no matter
how far evolved, enlightened, and “good” he now may
think he is, can say positively that he never, in a
previous life, reached some depth of degradation
himself?

We are told that in past centuries and eons almost
the whole human race was guilty of selfishness and
depravity which would be disavowed by thinking peo-
ple today. Yet the divine love of God and the redeem-
ing Love of the Christ rescued us and still continue to
save us from the evolutionary deterioration toward
which we were headed. This is the type of love which
we, ourselves, in time must achieve.

The very people who seem to “deserve” our love
least need it most. If anything can rescue a person from
evolutionary regression it is the compassion, sympathy,
and expressed confidence offered by a concerned fellow
human being. The positive reaction on the part of
another person can make him discern the divine spark
hidden behind the shroud in which his lower nature has
concealed it. Once such an individual has become
aware that there is indeed “something good” about him,
and his confidence in himself thereby is somewhat
established, he is helped in unfolding the desire and the
strength to cause that spark to burn more brightly. But
without such understanding and help from the outside
source which first caused him to look inward with a
more discerning eye, it would have been much more
difficult for him to take that initial step on the road to
“right living.”

Finally, and perhaps most important, is the quality
of spirituality. This quality, too, must develop in the con-
text of service. Max Heindel has given us excellent
guidelines to follow in Teachings of an Initiate, Chapter
III:

“The idea most commonly held is that spirituality
manifests through prayer and mediation; but if we look
at our Saviour’s life, we shall find that it was not an idle
one. He was not a recluse, He did not go away and
hide Himself from the world. He went among people.
He ministered to their daily wants; He fed them when
that was necessary: He healed them whenever He had
the opportunity, and He also taught them. Thus He was
in the very truest sense of the word a servant of
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humanity.”

Again, Mr. Heindel says: “There are many people
who seek spiritual powers, wandering from one so-
called occult center to another; who enter monasteries
and like places of seclusion, hoping by running away
from the world’s clamor and glamour to cultivate their
spiritual nature. They bask in the sunshine of prayer and
meditation from morning till night while the world is
moaning in agony. Then they wonder why they do not
progress; why they do not get further upon the path
of aspiration. Truly prayer and meditation are
necessary, absolutely essential to soul growth. But we
are doomed to failure if we depend for soul growth
upon prayers which are only words. To obtain results,
we must live in such a manner that our whole life
becomes a prayer, an aspiration. As the philosopher
Emerson said:

Although your knees were never bent,
To heaven your hourly prayers are sent,
And be they formed for good or ill,

Are registered and answered still.

“It is not the words we speak in moments of prayer
that count, but it is the life that leads up to the prayer...

“There is only one way to show our faith, and that
is with our works; it does not matter in what depart-
ment of life we have been placed...The determining
factor which decides whether any class of work is
spiritual or material is our attitude in the matter. The
man who strings the electric lights may be far more
spiritual than the one who stands upon the platform. ..It
is much more noble work to clean out the clogged

sewer...than it is to live falsely in the dignity of a
teacher’s office, implying a spirituality that is not actually
there. Everyone who tries to cultivate this rare quality
of spirituality must always begin by doing everything to
the glory of the Lord; for when we do all things as unto
the Lord, it does not matter what kind of work we do...
(everything) is spiritual work when it is done in love to
God and man.”

Thus we see that the process of unfolding the divini-
ty within us depends upon our concept of people, our
relations with them, and most important, our service
to them. Our divinity never will be evolved in isolation,
although it certainly is true that the more spiritually
advanced we become, the more isolated from our fellow
human beings we in one sense will seem to be. We must
learn, however, to transcend this isolation within
ourselves. In one way we will be alone—how alone,
in our limited understanding at least, God must be!l—
yet our everextending compassion for others and
perpetual consideration for them will keep us too busy
to dwell over-long on the fact that we ourselves perhaps
are not as surrounded by “friends” as we once were.

In another much more meaningful sense, however,
we will be less alone than ever, for the more we evolve
our own divine attributes, the closer we will come to
God, the more active a part of Him we will become,
and the more we will grow aware of “the fundamental
unity of each with all.” As the Christ within is born and
grows, we will feel ever more keenly the heavenly
benediction strengthening and sustaining us on our up-
ward journey. O

—C.L.
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Mystic Light .

The Emblem of the Rose-Cross

Reprinted from Rays, May 1915

ymbolism is the medium by which Spirit tries to express itself to the mind

of man. It is our means of communication one with another. A word is
the symbol of an idea, and so all literature, music, art, drama, dance and
many other things are the symbolizing of an idea which one mind wishes to
convey to another. :

In past ages, the more highly evolved minds put into picture or other form
an idea of God for the less evolved. Often the younger soul worshiped the
symbol, not being able to grasp the spirit of the form.

Today the word “God” means a great deal to some of us, but we do not
worship the word, rather the ideal which the word calls to mind. Even medita-
tion upon the word “God” may give much food to the Spirit. How much more
can be obtained from a richer symbol such as the Rosicrucian Emblem! It is
given to us as a spiritual food. There is no transubstantiation so that the thing
in itself is holy, although it is known that an emblem used for years gradually
takes on some of the vibrations of the service in which it is used. It also gives
them out again, so that a sensitive can feel them. The ideal back of a symbol
may be of great spiritual value in the lives of those who use it understandingly.

We have in the language today a little word of one letter, which stands
for the whole man: body, mind, and Spirit. It is used by man to represent
any part of himself or the whole, according to his knowledge. That word
or symbol was used for the body of man when his consciousness first was
waking up to the fact that he had a physical body. That is the lower
arm of the cross. When man’s understanding of himself went farther, he
added one arm to the top and later added the other arm, making the
tau or T. This is the Egyptian Key of Life. This horizontal line symbolized
man’s vitality and his emotional nature. When he began to think, the
top of the cross was added making the true Roman cross. This completes

man’s fourfold vehicle: dense, or
chemical body, vital body, de-
sire body, and mind. Upon this
cross of matter the Spirit of man
is crucified from the foundation
of the world, and we remain upon
the cross until our day of lib-
eration, when we shall know the
“glorious liberty of the Sons of
God.”

Today, humanity stands in sym-
bol as a white cross with a black line
about it. We are recognizing the
rights of others, and the ideals of
brotherhood and self-sacrifice for
others are growing. The pure white
cross symbolizes the pure dedicated
life of a servant of humanity, an
Invisible Helper. The Rose Cross
has three half circles at the end of
each arm, making twelve in all.
This is the symbol of the cosmic
man, of which the human is the
microcosm. It represents the twelve
Hierarchies which today are
manifesting as Signs of the Zodiac
and teaching man to govern the
fourfold vehicle in which they work
with the Ego. It takes twelve balls
to cover a ball, and so the great
spiritual Teachers each had twelve
disciples, and the Ego has twelve
psychic faulties covering the
spiritual man.

Qut from the center of the cross
radiates the five pointed star with
the point up. This is the symbol of
the Wedding Garment which each
human being is weaving for himself
from the loving unselfish deeds per-
formed in the body. As the cross
grows whiter, the star becomes
more luminous until it attracts the
attention of one of the Great and
Loving Ones who will put the man
or woman in touch with the
Mystery School. There he or she
will make a much quicker growth
in spiritual power than when alone
on the path to God.

The star is gold, near to the col-
or of the Christ love, which must
be the motive of action. Yellow is
symbolic of the Second Aspect of
Diety, the Son or Christhood, but
man today cannot manifest the
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pure yellow of Christ’s love. He has
to turn it to the orange of gold. We
must develop our soul body, or
Wedding Garment as Christ called
it, before the Christ can be born in
us and before we can attend the
marriage feast.

Back of the star and the cross is
the infinite field of blue which is a
symbol of chaos out from which
came forth manifestation. This is
the First Aspect of Diety, the
Father. Christ said that He must
bring all things into subjection un-
to Himself, and then He could
hand the Kingdom over to the
Father. We know little of what that
kingdom is to be or of its powers,
and what little we do know comes
to us through the Teachings of the
Son. Hence the blue is tinged with
yellow and is not pure blue but
more like turquoise, very translu-
cent and full of life.

Hung upon the cross is the
wreath of seven red roses, pure
passionless seed pods, the symbol
of the divine creative power of sex,
cleansed and raised to a high sta-
tion. The red symbolizes the Third
Aspect of Diety, the Holy Spirit.
This is the only pure color shown
on the symbol, and man today is
capable of thinking abstractly,
which is the power of the Holy
Ghost. The life of man is in the
blood, and so we must cleanse and
raise the vibration of the blood by
a life of active service before we can
manifest the Star of Hope and at-
tract the Teacher to us. As the rose
is the highest product of the flower
world, so the human, who trans-
mutes the impure life forces of the
passion-filled blood into the clean
creative life force of the Life Spirit,
has attained the highest human
station.

Thus we see that the Emblem of
the Rose Cross is a symbol of man’s
past evolution, his present station,
and the ideals for which he must
work in the future. It is a wonder-
ful source of inspiration for
meditation. O

—Frances H. Lyon

Mystic Light

The following text was written for a friend of the author who was about to embark on
a difficult journey. Since then it has inspired and comforted many other people as well,
and we hope that our readers also share in its message of solace and reassurance.

On Your Journey

Travel “light” my dear friend. Take but three companions with you on
your journey...the Father, the Son, Jesus Christ; and the Holy Spirit...
They will fill your heart with joy when you are sad...

Empower you with courage when you think you have none...
Give you fellowship when you are lonely...

Answer the questions of your soul when you ask, “Why me?”...
Light the path for you when the way is dark...

Stand in defense of you when you are slandered...

Restore tranquility when all is chaos...

Guide you at the forks in the road...

Protect you when others would stone you...

Feed you when you are hungry...

Shelter you from the storms...

Quiet your fears when you are doubtful...

Promise eternal life when death is near...

Give you peace when men make war...

Heal you when you are sick...

Stand by you when others leave...

Bless you for your good deeds...

Stand watch over you while you sleep...

Work miracles when all seems lost...

Show you the beauty in everything...

Provide you with armies to fight your battles...

Bathe you in the name of the Holy Spirit...

Promise a kingdom of Heavenly spendor...

Encourage you when you want to give up...

Be a sanctuary when one is needed...

Carry your cross when the burden gets heavy...

Die for you, that you may live...

Give you words when you are speechless...

Teach you dall there is to know, if you but ask...

Give you ecstasy beyond the realms and bounds of Earth...
Understand you without condemnation...

Forgive you with divine love...

And love you...Always love you. O

—Anastasia Newman
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“Nothing Rests;
Everything Moves;
Everything Vibrates”

The Third Hermetic Principle:
The Law of Vibration

hat seemed a marvelous scientific breakthrough

was made in the 19th Century. Now, in the 20th
Century, this “marvel” is accepted fact. Perhaps the real
marvel is that this fact was taught centuries ago by the
Hermetists but was little known outside of Hermetic
doctrine or early Greek philosophies. It is the Law of
Vibration: “Nothing rests; everything moves; everything
vibrates.” The rate of vibration gives everything the
appearance which is peculiar to itself and which
identifies it to us.

A wheel may spin so fast that it appears motionless.
Similarly a vibration may be so slow that the object also
appears motionless to us—as, for instance, the chairs
on which we sit. They feel and appear motionless, but
we know that, in fact, their molecules are moving in
a ceaseless dance.

The finer the grade of matter, the closer it comes to
the spiritual and so the higher is its rate of vibration.
If we are interested in spiritual growth and progress, we
will avoid all actions which could lower our vibratory
rates, and we thus could strive to raise ourselves toward
our goal.

What can we do to help ourselves? We can guard
our actions so that they will be in accord with the highest
we know: integrity and honesty in all things. Also, our
thoughts and words must be purified. “And God
said....” The creative power of sound and words
graphically is illustrated here. We would not be so bold
as to compare the creative power of our speech with
that of the Divine, but we must be aware that our words
and voice do create—an awesome responsibility.

We soon learn that it is easier to control our actions
than our thoughts and words. We must begin some-
where however, so we start eliminating from our lives
all actions which might lower our vibrations.

Quite soon we realize that the eating of flesh foods
must cease. Animals are on a lower rung of the evolu-
tionary ladder and therefore their bodies are vibrating
at a lower rate than does the human body. If we have
reached the point where spiritual growth is our domi-
nant desire, the change to a vegetarian diet is made
easily and with a sense of joy. Regret for the loss of
something which we used to consider “tasty” is non-
existent. Tobacco and alcohol likely have been
eliminated long before. These physical indulgences
which at one time assumed such importance in our lives
are not missed at all. If the heart is sincere, the body
is not difficult to control.

The higher vibrations of thought may cause more
problems. The mind seems particularly difficult to
govern. For this reason it seems wise to eliminate
physical bad habits as soon as possible, so that we can
give more energy to the conquering of the undesirable
thoughts which tend to lower our rate of vibration.

Sound and color illustrate the effects of vibration. Low
speeds of vibration produce low notes on the scale;
higher notes are obtained when the speed increases.
Eventually they become so high that they are not audi-
ble to the human ear.

Color, too, changes with speed of vibration. A dull,
dark red becomes brighter as the speed is increased;
then follow all other shades of the rainbow successively
until we see violet, which is the highest that the human
eye can register. We have learned through science that
other unseen colors and rays, such as X-rays, do in fact
exist and can affect us.

We begin to understand our responsibility to control
our thoughts, emotions, and mental conditions. All
mental states are accompanied by vibrations, some of
which are thrown off and tend to affect the minds of
others around us. This fact should spur us on to develop
positive thinking and thus be a blessing to others while
we help ourselves.

So we see that “Nothing rests; everything moves;
everything vibrates.” We, too, are part of the All. By
working with the body and mind we may raise our vibra-
tions closer to our Ideal. O

—Olivia Barnett
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—[Mystic Light

Science
and
Religion

This is the first in a series of articles discussing the roles of and in-
teraction between physical science and religion, as seen in the light
of the Western Wisdom Teachings. The author teaches college-level
phuysics.

I. The Roles of Science and Religion
in the Search for Truth

Man possesses sense organs with which he can
make observations of the Physical World. After
making many observations, he begins to see patterns
in what he observes. He sees that water runs downhill,
that heavenly bodies move in certain paths, that elec-
tricity passing through a wire can produce heat and
sometimes light, etc. Then he develops “laws,” which
are statements of observed patterns. He also develops
theories, which aim to explain why things happen as
they do. These theories often involve things which are
not perceivable, but which are accepted as true if the
associated explanations are reasonable. No one ever
has seen gravity (or “gravitational field,” as the scien-
tists would say), but we “explain” that the reason that
water runs downhill and that objects near the Earth fall
when they are unsupported is that gravity pulls on them.
No one has ever seen an electron, but the heating ef-
fects of an electric current can be explained by saying
that electric current is composed of moving electrons,
that the moving electrons have kinetic energy (another
invisible thing), and that when the electrons collide with
atoms in the wire their kinetic energy turns into heat
energy. Thus, because electrons help provide an ex-
planation for the heating effects of electric currents and
other phenomena, electrons become part of the theory
and are believed in.

This process of observing the material world and mak-
ing laws and theories is called “material science.”
Through such studies, man is developing his ability to

view things objectively, to use logic (to infer laws from
observations), and to be creative (it requires creativity
to devise theories). Through such studies, man has
gained sufficient insight into the workings of Nature to
enable him to interact with Nature in such a way as to
get it to fulfil some of his desires. Thus, he has learned
to construct automobiles and airplanes, refrigerators and
air-conditioners, radios and TVs, computers and robots,
and various other devices. Thus, development of
material science is contributing to man’s intellectual
development and to his comfort on Earth. Any power
can be misused. Man sometimes uses his knowledge
about Nature to produce destruction and suffering. But
even misuse, in time, will lead to learning and thence
to the evolution of mankind.

Material science has limitations. It is based on physcial
sense perceptions and inferences from these. But there
are some things which cannot be perceived or inferred
physically. Religion is needed to complete the picture.
Some individuals are clairvoyant, that is, they are able
to perceive superphysical worlds. They have observed
these worlds and their operations and have developed
and written down the Laws which pertain to the super-
physical worlds. Those who cannot yet make these
observations for themselves can know about the super-
physical worlds only if they are willing to accept on faith
the statements of clairvoyants. Material science can
make no statement about life after death. Clairvoyants
say that the Spirit lives on after the body dies, and they
describe what the Spirit does after death. Material
science is aware of physical cause-effect relations, but
cannot detect the guiding spiritual Influences which con-
trol what happens on Earth. Clairvoyants say that muta-
tions which occur in living organisms are directed by
divine Hierarchies, who have a purpose for each varia-
tion of form which they bring about. Clairvoyants say
that acts of Nature (volcanoes, earthquakes, lightning,
and weather systems) are all purposeful actions of the
divine Hierarchies. Clairvoyants say that even we
ourselves are guided, so that whatever we encounter
in life was designed to be something we must learn to
deal with in order to further our evolution. Material
science has noted that if body A pushes on body B, then
body B pushes back on body A with an equal and op-
posite force, but material science cannot make
statements about reactions which lie beyond directly
observable pushes. Clairvoyants say that when person
A influences person B at the emotional, mental, or
spiritual level, this influence returns to and will be felt
by A.

In time, each person will develop his own clairvoyant
powers. What now is known through religion then will
become part of science. Until that time, however,
religion and science will complement one another. Both
are needed for a complete picture of Truth. O

—FElsa M. Glover
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Tolerance
and
Harmony

T olerance of other people’s imperfections is the basis
of harmony in our relations with them. Tolerance
may be achieved through the aid of love, which
overlooks imperfections and which automatically
looks for the good in others instead of the evil; also by
logic through which we ascertain the underlying facts
of Nature, and which shows tolerance to be logical and
intolerance illogical. When we are convinced of this, it
becomes possible to put the former into practice.

In the following, we will make use of the method of
logic and endeavor to discover the fundamental reasons

which make tolerance under all conditions advisable.
A little analysis shows us that there are three prime reqg-
uisites for tolerance:

First, the elimination of contempt, and its companion
vibration, anger.

Second, the avoidance of force.

Third, the avoidance of criticism.

We will consider the three elements separately.

It is very evident that we are not tolerant when we
are vibrating to contempt, for contempt is the quin-
tessence of intolerance. Contempt is the chief cause of
anger and resentment. The two vibrations of contempt
and anger are very similar, yet they are not the same.
The lack of regard which we have for a person is the
basis of contempt, whereas resentment for his reactions
to us is the basis of anger. Contempt is usually felt for
inferiority, real or imaginary. A refusal to acknowledge
our opinions or methods is instantly regarded by the
lower self as a mark of implied inferiority, and therefore
becomes a subject of contempt. Anything which reflects
upon the importance or honor of the personal self is
thus very likely to stir up contempt and anger.

When we examine all this in the light of philosophy,
we find that the method of control of anger may be
reduced to a formula as follows:

First, “Your own will come to you.” This is a fun-
damental fact of occult philosophy. Only that which we
create can come to us, either good or evil. Therefore
it is impossible for others, of themselves, to hurt us. At
the very worst, they can do no more than act as un-
conscious agents in bringing us the destiny which we
have created for ourselves.

Second, others can hurt only themselves through
their refusal to accept conceptions and methods which
are fundamentally right. If their vision is defective so
that their conclusions and deductions are wrong, they
are the chief sufferers and not we. Hence, there is no
need to correct or punish them, for the great Law will
do this automatically and much more scientifically than
we could.

Third, we ourselves often are wrong, blinded by
egotism and the wrong ideas which spring from it. Also,
though our point of view may be correct from one
angle, still from another and equally important angle
it may be wrong. Therefore it is never wise to be too
positive.

By the aid of the above conceptions, tolerance
becomes possible, whereas otherwise it would be im-
possible. Then we cease to feel contempt because we
have removed from our minds the error upon which
it was based, and when we have removed contempt,
we automatically have removed the greater part of the
impulse to anger.

There is another method for the control of anger. It
is the method of arbitrarily refusing to feel it because
we know it is wrong, when still lacking the understand-
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ing of why it is wrong. This method is employed quite
largely by the church people. When this method has
been put into force, the Christ vibration from the World
of Life Spirit flows in and produces a state of harmony
which convinces the person that he is right in thus ar-
bitrarily refusing anger. This vibration takes the place
of logic. This method is the method of the school of
faith, and the preceding method indicated is the method
of the school of knowledge.

The avoidance of force is the second requisite for
tolerance and is also the result of tolerance. This refers
to force in compelling others to accept or follow our
methods. The reason for this is that force is fundamen-
tally opposed to love, and love is the vibration of unity
which the whole human race eventually must acquire.
The best quality of love is willingness to do the other’s
will. We should be content to let the great Law of Cause
and Effect apply the force, for we know that it will do
it in a perfectly impartial and just manner. We must learn
to give people what they want, not what we think they
ought to want. Theirs is the responsibility, not ours. By
taking this attitude, we avoid complicating our destiny
and making our path unnecessarily hard.

The third requisite for tolerance is the absence of
criticism. Some degree of hate is involved in all destruc-
tive criticism. Therefore, it must be avoided by the
philosopher. Also, through the fact of the “fundamen-
tal unity of each with all,” there is no separation in Spirit,
and what we do to another we in reality are doing to
ourselves. If we criticize another, we in reality are criticiz-

ing ourselves. lt is also a fact that we have feeling against
defects of others only when those same defects exist
in ourselves. When we arrive at the point where we can
contemplate others’ defects with an entire absence of
adverse feeling, being possessed with tolerance for them
and holding no sentiment towards them except perhaps
pity, it is proof that we have eliminated those defects
from ourselves. Criticism reacts upon the self on account
of unity, because criticism sets into operation an inhar-
monious vibration, and the effect of unity brings it back
to ourselves to spend its force. Therefore criticism not
only makes it harder for others, but also makes our own
conditions more difficult.

In the promotion of harmony the element of tolerance
is the first step, but there are other factors of equal im-
portance. Among the most important of these is the
ability to yield the personal will, when disharmony
would be promoted, by refusing to give in to it. The
object of evolution is to advance the whole, not the in-
dividual. Therefore the personal self in the cosmic
scheme is of no particular importance, and no pride of
self is justified. This conception makes it possible to yield
the personal will when necessary. By so yielding, we
sacrifice nothing of importance, because everything
which we actually create will come to us, and a tem-
porary yielding of the will does not interfere with this
Law. The attitude of mind which enables us to yield the
personal will has been labeled by the world as meekness
and has been stigmatized as being an evidence of weak-
ness. The exact opposite is the case. The instinctive idea
is that meekness means degradation in the eyes of
others, but as a matter of fact the opposite is true:
namely, that it commands admiration from others
because it demonstrates a superior stage in evolution.
It also commands the love of others because it demon-
strates that the one who puts it into operation is not
working for self and is therefore the friend of all. Self-
justification beyond a mere statement of the case is un-
necessary, because right and truth will win for
themselves in the end.

Active manifestation of good will towards others is
an important element in the promotion of harmony,
primarily because it creates happiness both for others
and for ourselves. Through the fact of unity, the act of
demonstration of good will towards another conveys to
that other the knowledge of spiritual harmony within
himself, and this knowledge produces a state of hap-
piness. The same happens when others demonstrate
good will to us. Therefore the demonstration of good
will on all possible occasions is something we cannot
afford to disregard.

If we would all put into practice the truths of tolerance
and harmony, our own evolution and that of the com-
munity in which we are situated would be greatly
advanced. a0

—W.d.D.
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Mystic Light

Impressions
o)
Mt. Ecclesia

Reprinted from Rays, February 1922

t is my privilege each morning to look out of my north window at the

Ecclesia. On the morning of December 24th, the sky was entirely overcast,
and [ was amazed to see a shining wall back of the buildings at Headquarters.
The children exclaimed at the breakfast about the Sun shining upon that spot
alone. The snow had just fallen upon the mountains north of the Temple.
My little girl said, “It looks like a halo back of the Elder Brother’s house.”

For an hour this beautiful sight remained to our unobstructed view, over
a mile of green blossoming pea fields, up to the slope where the white buildings
at Headquarters sit surrounded by green trees, with low brown and blue hills
to the west and east.

For ten years | have wished to come to live near Headquarters, and now
that most of my planets have progressed into the eleventh house of my
horoscope, my wish has been granted.

Many visitors have written about the beautiful natural flowers and etheric

splendor that pervade the place,
but [ was most impressed by the
workers who are the busiest, hap-
piest group of people 1 have ever
met. When [ heard the inspired
leader, Max Heindel, lecture twelve
years ago, | said (in the words from
the Psalms of David), “Thy people
shall be my people and thy God my
God. Where thou goest I will go
where thou diest 1 will die, and
there will [ be buried.” So [ felt [ had
found my people and my home
when [ entered the dining hall at
Headquarters last September and
there met my leader, Mrs. Heindel,
and her co-workers. At 6:30 P.M.
it was time for the Probationer’s
Meeting in the Temple so we
walked to the Temple set apart on
a hill. When I came within two hun-
dred feet of it, I was conscious of
a radiation of sweet peace. |
paused a moment before entering
the door to look back over the lit-
tle village of Oceanside, to the great
rolling Pacific gleaming in the
moonlight. Inside the Temple [ was
aware of a delicate beauty of pale
ivory woodwork and light green
ferns, but the high vibration af-
fected me immediately in a man-
ner that made the tears flow, so
that I lost all thought of gratitude to
the Invisible Helpers and the dear
souls around me who had healed
me. From them for so many years
I have obtained wise council and
loving, healing thoughts.

All sensitive people who have
had the privilege of being present
at the service held in the little Pro-
Ecclesia will agree with me that the
vibrations in it are also wonderful.
Several times when | came here [
have gone in there with aching
shattered nerves and have come
out feeling strong and normally
happy again. Surely Headquarters
is a place where one can draw
nearer to God and Christ, and
where one may hear the injunction
“Come, all ye who are weary and
heavy laden and I will give you
rest.” O

—Bessie Campbell
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The Way
Toward
Brotherhood

As students of the Western Wisdom Teachings, we
are on our way toward Universal Brotherhood. We
are on a journey, we have a destination, and we have
a wonderful guide in the Teachings given us by the Elder
Brothers of the Rose Cross through Max Heindel.

In the book Teachings of an Initiate, we learn that
at various times and in different ways humanity has been
given religions to spur them forward on the path of
evolution. In each, the central idea was just high enough
to arouse the aspirations of the people to whom it was
given, but not so high as to be beyond their apprecia-
tion, for then it would not have appealed to them at all.

Religions have changed as man has evolved; the ideal
slowly has been raised until it has reached the present
high stage embodied in the Christian Teaching. Thus
we see that the mass of humanity has been taken care
of by the religions publicly taught in the country of their
birth.

The flower of religion, however, always is given to
the flower of humanity. There are always pioneers
whose precocity demands a higher teaching. To them
a deeper doctrine is given through the agency of the
appropriate Mystery School. When only a few are ready
for such preparatory schooling, they are taught pri-
vately, but as they increase in number the teachings are
given more publicly.

This is the case in the Western World at the present
time. Therefore the Brothers of the Rose Cross,
members of our life-wave who are much more evolved

than humanity in general, gave to Max Heindel the
philosophy now published in his various books, and
sanctioned the launching of The Rosicrucian Fellowship
to promulgate this Teaching. The purpose of the
Fellowship is to bring aspiring egos into contact with the
Teachings so they may learn that by service here in the
Physical World they may show their sincerity and give
assurance that they will use their spiritual powers in all
areas of life for the upbuilding of humanity.

As an author plans a book in his mind before writing,
so a Mystery Order plans a spiritual philosophy to meet
the necessities of the people it is destined to serve. Max
Heindel stated: “Our revered Founder and the twelve
Elder Brothers whom he selected to aid him in the work
centuries ago probably have made a retrospective study
of the train of thought during our era, and it may be,
tfor milleniums before, and thus they were able to ob-
tain a fairly accurate conception of the direction likely
to be taken by the minds of future generations and
determine their spiritual requirements. Be their method
what it may have been, their conclusions were right
when they judged that pride of intellect, intolerance,
and impatience of restraint would be the besetting sins
of our day; and they formulated this philosophy so that
it satisfies the heart at the same time that it appeals to
the intellect and teaches man how to exercise restraint
by mastering self.”

Then the Brothers turned to Mr. Heindel, and after
he had passed a certain test, they entrusted the
Teachings to him. The Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conception
was published in November of 1909, a little more than
a year before the end of the first decade, which com-
menced a new cycle. Had it not been published before
the end of the decade, the opportunity would have been
lost until the next cycle rolled around.

Mr. Heindel goes on to say: “I was up at six and toiled
on till one, two, three in the morning for weeks amid
endless confusion with tradesmen and the roar of
Chicago about my ears, sometimes almost reaching the
limit of nervous endurance...Had it not been for the
support of the Brothers | must have gone under. It was
their work, however, and they saw me through...I ad-
mire and marvel at its (The Cosmo-Conception)
wonderful teaching more than anyone else...It does not
even seem as if | have written it, [ feel so absolutely im-
personal in the matter.” The book was the work of the
Elder Brothers; it belongs to humanity.

Before the Cosmo-Conception was published, Mr.
Heindel lectured five or six evenings a week in Colum-
bus, Ohio, and Seattle, Washington. In all his meetings
he invited open discussion in a question and answer
period. Among the questions most frequently asked
were: Who are the Elder Brothers? What is their origin?
Do they function on this plane in a material body?

Mr. Heindel replied that the Elder Brothers belong
to our life-wave, but throughout many lives they un-
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folded their spiritual powers to a very high degree. They
are all Initiates—Adepts, in fact. Being free from the
Race Spirits, they can form their bodies in whatever na-
tion or country they may have to work. Whenever
necessary, seven of the twelve take on a physical body
to perform work in various parts of the world. They
sometimes hold office in the community in which they
live, but this is only for the purpose of giving a reason
for their presence. Five of the Brothers do all their work
on the invisible planes.

The Head of the Order, Christian Rose Cross, works
with world powers and governments. Most people do
not realize what an important place the Brothers of the
Rose Cross occupy in Western civilization.

In writing to his students, Max Heindel said: “There
has come to me a realization that the work of The
Rosicrucian Fellowship is not our private work. It is the
work of the Elder Brothers and every member of the
Fellowship.” Thus we realize that a great responsiblity
rests upon us—first, to acquit ourselves well in order
to do credit to the Teachings; and second, to stimulate
others to wish to understand and embrace the
Teachings. By all working together we can make Chris-
tianity a living factor in the land and hasten the establish-
ment of Universal Brotherhood.

Most of us are ready to acknowledge that we are
especially fortunate to receive these Teachings. It is not
blind chance that brings kindred souls together in the
same environment, for in many an age and many a
clime we have worked together. OQur opportunities and
limitations suit our individual requirements, as deter-
mined by our self-made destiny in previous lives. We

may rest assured that in whatever station of life we are
placed it contains the lessons and experiences necessary
for our development.

We well know that the keyword of spiritual develop-
ment is service, and here is our main guidepost on the
way to Brotherhood. We all must learn our lessons in
service to humanity, service to our younger brothers,
the animals—service everywhere. We must emulate the
admonition of Christ Jesus: “He who would be the
greatest among you, let him be the servant of all.”

In one of his Letters to Students, Max Heindel asked:
“Has it ever occurred to you to inquire, dear Friend,
what binds you to this Fellowship? You know there are
no outward bonds, that you have taken no ocath of
allegiance, and that you have not been entrusted with
any secrets. It cannot be the Teachings, for they are
open to the whole world: neither is it the enrollment
as a student which creates the inner bond...Rather it
is the service which we perform and the earnestness
wherewith we practice the Teachings, and become liv-
ing examples to the world of that brotherly love which
Christ spoke of as the fulfillment of all commandments.”

But most important of all is the deep occult reason
for service. Service, and especially selfless service, builds
the soul body, the golden Wedding Garment, without
which no human being can live in the coming age.
Moreover, as the soul body grows in luminosity, the in-
ner vision is hastened and the feeling of unity increases.
Brotherhood becomes more of a fact, for the unifying
power of the Christ within the aspirant becomes increas-
ingly great. We have been given other guideposts to
help us toward the attainment of Brotherhood. The two
exercises, morning Concentration and evening
Retrospection, are powerful aids when performed con-
scientiously and persistently. In Retrospection the
aspirant seeks to reproduce before his mind’s eye the
experiences of the day in reverse order, starting with
the events of the evening, then continuing with those
of the afternoon and the morning. He judges his ac-
tions, blaming himself for wrongdoing and approving
the good he has done. Retrospection is a powerful fac-
tor in shortening one’s stay in Purgatory immediately
after death. Max Heindel says that it is one of the most
important teachings given in the Western Wisdom.

Evidence of the progress being made toward Brother-
hood includes the increasing amount of spiritual heal-
ing being done by religious groups. The healing work
of the Fellowship is primarily and basically spiritual, car-
ried on by Probationers who can function in their soul
bodies, and directed by the Elder Brothers. They work
at night while the dense bodies are asleep. The healing
force comes from God, the Great Physician of the
Universe. It is latent everywhere, and by proper con-
centration may be liberated and directed toward the suf-
ferer. It goes forth daily from our Healing Department,
our Chapel, and our Healing Temple. Applications for
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healing are constantly being received, followed by many
testimonials of restoration to health.

As we progress toward Brotherhood we also are
journeying into a New Age—the Aquarian Age—in
which humanity will have embraced higher ideals of liv-
ing. At the present time, we are living in the pre-
Aquarian Age, and we are subject to both the incom-
ing new vibrations of Aquarius and the outgoing old
vibrations of Pisces. The combination of the two is
resulting in much mental unrest and turmoil among the
peoples of the world. Such a condition has always ex-
isted during the transition of one age into the succeeding
one, so we should not feel discouraged, no matter what
takes place. There is a reason for all that occurs, and
the Higher Powers who guide our destiny see to it that
progress comes out of it all.

The nucleus for the people of the New Age is being
drawn from all nations where there are individuals who
have learned to manifest the Christ Light within. Christ
came to prepare the way for the emancipation of
humanity from the guidance of the differentiating Family
and Race Spirits, and to unite the whole human family
into one Universal Brotherhood. All over the world the
old system of paternal government is changing. Nations
as such have had their day and are unwittingly work-
ing their way toward Brotherhood in accordance with
the design of our Invisible Leaders. who are no less po-
tent in shaping events because they are not officially
seated in the councils of the nations. The ideal of
Universal Brotherhood identifies itself with neither coun-
try nor race, for it is the Christ Principle that lifts all above
differences in race, color, and creed.

Having been populated by a mixture of different races
from many countries, the United States has become the
melting pot from which will descend the last of all the
races in the Sixth Epoch of New Galilee. In that future
New Dispensation the Christ Love will be the hallmark,
the land will be a land of peace, and Universal Brother-
hood and Love will bind all peoples of the world
together.

The Rosicrucian Fellowship, as a group and as many
different individuals, has a priceless heritage in the op-
portunity to spread the Western Wisdom Teachings in
these crucial times. Max Heindel repeatedly told his
students that they must be “up and doing,” rendering
selfless service, no matter where they might be. To em-
phasize this he quoted the following well-known poem:

Let us not waste our time in longing
For bright and impossible things;
Let us not sit supinely waiting
For the sprouting of Angel wings;
Let us not scorn to be a rush light;
Every one can’t be a star,
But let us brighten the darkness
By shining just where we are.
—E.B.

-Max Heindel’'s Message

Tannhauser

The following article is taken from Max Heindel’s illuminating work,
“Muysteries of the Great Operas,” sold by The Rosicrucian Fellowship.
A complete price list of our publications will be mailed on request.

The Pendulum of Joy and Sorrow

n this drama we deal again with one of the ancient

legends. It was given to humanity by the divine
Hierarchies who guided us along the path of progress
by pictorial terms so that mankind might subconscious-
ly absorb the ideals for which, in later lives, they were
to strive.
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In ancient times love was brutal; the bride was bought
or stolen or taken as a prize of war. Possession of the
body was all that was desired, therefore woman was
a chattel, prized by man for the pleasure she afforded
him, and for that only. The higher, finer faculties in her
nature were not given a chance of expression. This con-
dition had to be altered or human progress would have
stopped. The apple always falls close to the tree.
Anyone born from a union under such brutal conditions
must be brutal; and, if mankind were to be elevated,
the standard of love had to be raised. Tannhauser is
an attempt in that direction.

This legend also is called “The Tournament of the
Troubadours,” for the minstrels of Europe were the
educators of the Middle Ages. They were wandering
knights, gifted with the power of speech and song, who
journeyed from land to land, welcomed and honored
in court and castle. They had a powerful influence in
forming ideas and ideals of the day, and in the Tour-
nament of Song held in Wartburg Castle, one of the
problems of that day—whether woman had a right to
her own body or not, a right to protection against licen-
tious abuse by her husband, whether she was to be con-
sidered a companion to be loved as soul to soul or as
a slave bound to submit to the dictates of her master—
was the question to be decided.

Naturally, at each change there are always those who
stand for the old things against the new, and champions
of both sides took part in that battle of song in Wart-
burg Castle.

The question is still rife. It is still unsettled with the
majority of mankind, but the principle enunciated is
true, and only as we conform to this principle by
elevating the standards of love, can a better race be
born. This is particularly essential to one who is aiming
to lead a higher life. Though the principle seems so self-
evident, it is not even yet agreed to by all who make
high professions. In time everyone will learn that only
as we regard woman as the equal of man can mankind
truly be elevated for under the Law of Rebirth the Spirit
is reborn alternately in both sexes, and the oppressors
of one age become the oppressed of the next.

The fallacy of a double standard of conduct which
favors one sex at the cost of the other should at once
be apparent to anyone who believes in the succession
of lives whereby the soul progresses from impotence
to omnipotence. It has been amply proved that, far from
inferior to man, woman is at least his equal and very
often his superior in many of the mental occupations;
though that does not appear plainly from the drama.

The legend tells us that Tannhauser, who represents
the soul at a certain stage of development, has been
disappointed in love, because its object, Elizabeth, was
too pure and too young even to be approached with
arequest that she yield to him. Yearning with passionate
desire, he attracts something of an identical nature.

Our thoughts are like tuning forks. They awaken
echoes in others who are capable of responding to
them, and the passionate thought of Tannhauser brings
him, therefore, to that which is called “the Mountain
of Venus.”

Like A Midsummer Night’s Dream of Shakespeare,
this story of how he finds the Mountain of Venus, of
how he is taken in by this lovely goddess, and is kept
in passion’s chains by her charms, is not founded en-
tirely upon fancy. There are Spirits in the air, in the
water, and in the fire; under certain conditions they are
contacted by man. Not so much perhaps in the electric
atmosphere of America, but over all of Europe, par-
ticularly in the north, there broods a mystic atmosphere
which has somewhat attuned the people to the seeing
of the elementals. The goddess of beauty, or Venus,
here spoken of, is really one of the etheric entities who
feed upon the fumes of low desire, in the gratification
of which the creative force is liberated in copious quan-
tities. Many of the Spirit controls which take possession
of mediums and incite them to laxity of morals and
abuses, who act as their soul lovers and seriously
weaken their victims, belong to the same class which
is exceedingly dangerous, to say the least. Paracelsus
mentions them as “incubi” and “succubi.”

The opening scene of Tannhauser introduces us to
a debauch in the cave of Venus. Tannhauser is kneel-
ing before the goddess who is stretched on a couch.
He wakens as if from a dream, and his dream has in-
culcated a longing to visit the Earth above again. This
he tells the goddess Venus, who answers:

What foolish plaint! Art weary of my love?

By sorrow once thy heart was crushed above.

Up minstrel, seize thy harp and sing of bliss divine,
For love’s chief treasure, love’s goddess is thine.

Inflamed with new ardor Tannhauser seizes harp and
sings her praise:

All hail to thee! Undying fame attend thee.

Paeans of praise to thee be ever sung.

Each soft delight thy bounty sweet did lend me,

Shall wake my harp while time and love are young;

For love’s sweet joy, and satisfaction’s pleasure,

My sense did thirst, my heart did crave;

And thou, whose love a God alone can measure,

Gave me thyself, and in this bliss I lave.

But mortal am I, and a love divine,

Too changeless is to mate with mine.

A god can love without cessation,

But under laws of alternation,

Our share of pain as well as pleasure,

We mortals need in changing measure.

Too full of joy, again I long for pain,

So, Queen, I cannot here remain. O
(To be continued)
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—Studies in the Cosmo-Conception—

The Purpose of Initiation

(Continued)

Question: Does reviewing the past complete the can-
didate’s first degree initiation?

Answer: No, there is a further step taken in each
degree; the pupil sees in addition to the work done in
each Revolution also the work accomplished in the cor-
responding Epoch during our present stay upon globe
D, the Earth.

Question: How would these be classified?

Answer: During the first degree he follows the work
of the Saturn Revolution and its latest consummation
in the Polarian Epoch. In the second degree he follows
the work of the Sun Revolution, and its replica, the
Hyperborean Epoch. During the third degree he
watches the work as performed in the Moon Revolu-
tion and sees how that was the basis of life in the
Lemurian Epoch.

Question: What does he see in relation to our Earth?

Answer: During the fourth degree he sees the evolu-
tion of the last half Revolution with its corresponding
period of time in our present stay on Earth; the first half
of the Atlantean Epoch which ended when the dense
foggy atmosphere subsided, and the Sun first shone
upon land and sea. Then the night of unconsciousness
was over, the eyes of the indwelling Ego were fully
opened, and he was able to turn the Light of Reason
upon the problem of conquering the world.

Question: What stage in evolution had man then
reached?

Answer: That was the time when man as we now
know him was first born.

Question: Were not candidates entranced for three
and one-hadlf days in olden times?

Answer: When in the olden systems of initiation we
hear that the candidate was entranced for a period of
three and one-half days, reference is had to the part
of initiation just described. The three and one-half days
refer to the stages gone through; they are not by any
means days of twenty-four hours.

Question: How long a time is required for such
initiation?

Answer: The actual fime varies with each candidate
but in all cases he is taken through the unconscious
development of mankind during the past Revolutions.

Question: Is it not said that he is awakened on the
fourth day?

Answer: When it is said that he is awakened at
the time of sunrise on the fourth day, that is the
mystical way of expressing that his initiation into
the work of the involutionary career of man ceases
at the time when the Sun rose above the clear atmos-
phere of Atlantis. Then the candidate is also hailed as
a “first-born.”

Question: What does the fifth degree reveal?

Answer: Having become familiar with the road we
have traveled in the past, the fifth degree takes a can-
didate to the very end of the Earth Period, when a
glorious humanity is gathering the fruits of this Period
and taking it away from the seven globes upon which
we evolve during each day of manifestation into the first
of the five dark globes which are our habitation during
the Cosmic Nights.

Question: What does this teach the candidate?

Answer: After being shown the end in the fifth
degree, the candidate is made acquainted with the
means whereby that end is to be attained during the
remaining three and one-half Revolutions of the Earth
Period, the four remaining degrees being devoted to
his enlightenment in that respect.

Question: What advantages does this give the
candidate?

Answer: By the insight he has thus acquired he is able
to co-operate intelligently with the Powers that work for
Good, and thus he will help to hasten the day of our
emancipation.

—Reference: Cosmo-Conception, pp. 526-528
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- Western Wisdom Bible Study -

Profession

Without Faith

Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom
of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.
Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in
thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many
wonderful works?
And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye
that work iniquity.
—Matthew 7:21-23

In these statements Christ Jesus was setting a definitely higher standard of
conduct than had existed during the preceding separative regime of
Jehovah. Form was all-important under Jehovah, for man had not yet reached
the stage in spiritual consciousness when he could do the will of the Father.
“The law of the race religions was given to emancipate intellect from desire.
The ‘fear of God’ was pitted against ‘the desires of the flesh.” ”

But the day of much speaking without the corroboration of the heart was
destined to end. The day was dawning when actions would speak louder than
words, and even though we have achieved that ideal to some extent today,
in the approaching Aquarian Age it will be achieved to a much greater degree.
As taught in the Rosicrucian Philosophy:

“Aquarius is an airy sign, having special rule over the ether. The Flood partly

dried the air by depositing most of
the moisture it held in the sea. But
when the Sun enters Aquarius by
precession, the rest of the moisture
will be eliminated and visual vibra-
tions, which are most easily trans-
mitted by a dry etheric atmosphere,
will become more intense; thus
conditions will be particularly con-
ducive to production of the slight
extension of our present sight
necessary to open our eyes to the
etheric region.

“The etheric sight is similar to the
X-ray in that it enables its possessor
to see right through all objects, but
it is much more powerful and ren-
ders everything as transparent as
glass. Therefore in the Aquarian
Age many things will be different
from now; for instance, it will be ex-
tremely easy to study anatomy and
to detect a morbid growth, a dislo-
cation, or a pathological condition
of the body. At present, medical
men of the highest standing admit
regretfully that their diagnoses are
only too frequently erroneous, as
shown by postmortem observation;
but when we have evolved the
etheric sight, they will be able to
study both anatomical structures
and physiological processes with-
out hindrance.

“The etheric vision will not
enable us to see one another’s
thoughts, for they are formed in still
finer stuff, but it will make it largely
impossible for us to live double lives
and to act differently in our homes
than we do in public. If we were
aware that invisible entities now
throng our houses, we should often
feel ashamed of the things we do;
but in the Aguarian Age there will
be no privacy which may not be
broken into by anyone who desires
to see us. It will avail nothing that
we sent the office boy or maid out
to tell an unwelcome visitor that we
are ‘not in.” This means that in the
new age honesty and straightfor-
wardness will be the only policies
worthwhile, for we cannot do
wrong and hope to escape
detection.” d
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Astrology

The Rosicrucian Fellowship:
Seventy-Five Years Young!

An Astrological Perspective—Part One
The Birth Chart

ur beloved Rosicrucian Fellowship, founded by

Max Heindel in Seattle, Washington on August 8,
1909 at 3:00 P.M. Pacific Standard Time, celebrates
its seventy-fifth birthday this year. Mr. Heindel, an
authorized messenger of the Brothers of The Rosicru-
cian Order, surely did not pick an arbitrary time and
location for the inauguration of an undertaking that was
to dominate the rest of his all too few remaining years,
thus laying the foundation for the renaissance of the
Rosicrucian movement in the modern Western World.
He regarded astrology as ‘“the backbone of the
Teachings,” and a study of the birth chart of The
Rosicrucian Fellowship surely will assist the serious stu-
dent of the Western Wisdom Teachings in his or her
efforts to gain a deeper insight into the true purpose of
this organization. It is no exaggeration to state that the
same exalted wisdom and love infused into every line
of The Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conception by the Elder
Brother who served as Mr. Heindel’s Teacher may be
found in the birth chart of The Rosicrucian Fellowship
by those who have developed their intuitive abilities to
interpret the sacred message of the stars through diligent
study, and, above all, by trying sincerely to lead, each
day, a life of loving, self-forgetting service to others in
whatever material circumstances they may find
themselves.

The purpose of this article is to provide the student
with a rudimentary interpretive outline, thereby pro-
viding a rough framework for further and deeper study.
Above all, as Mr. Heindel would say, it is best for us
to “read a little and think a lot,” and if these pages pro-
vide a stimulus to the reader’s own astrological skills,
inspiring his or her own unique insights into the

astrological chart under consideration, the writer’s in-
tended purpose will have been well served.

Let’s begin our analysis of the chart with the Ascend-
ant, and progress in a step-by-step fashion through the
twelve houses, considering the signs on the cusps, the
planets’ sign and house locations and their aspects:

ASCENDANT

As the Ascendant in an individual’s birth chart in-
dicates the shape and appearance of the physical body
and the “personality” insofar as it may relate to the “first
impression” he or she makes upon strangers, the first
decanate of the fiery, freedom-loving Sagittarius rising
suggests that The Rosicrucian Fellowship presents to the
world the image of an organization concerned with
idealism and moral responsibility, but dedicated equal-
ly and parodoxically to personal freedom and a rejec-
tion of traditional approaches to higher thought and the
status quo generally. The Sagittarian impulse to study
everything about the world in order to relate each part
to every other part is expressed throughout Mr.
Heindel’s writings, especially in his description of the
ancient and modern Mystery School Teachings as the
synthesis of religion, art, and science. The last four signs
of the zodiac, of which Sagittarius is the first, symbolize
the individual’s integration into society, and for the
Fellowship, Sagittarius represents the internalization and
subsequent projection of ourselves as members of an
organization that is the “preparatory school” of the
Rosicrucian Order, which, we are taught, is one of
seven Schools of the Lesser Mysteries existing on this
planet. Although the Western Wisdom Teachings are
presented frankly as the most advanced and com-
prehensive approach to the world mystery, they are por-
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trayed simultaneously as the intellectual manifestation
of but one of many possible paths of spiritual aspira-
tion leading to a greater arena of service to humanity.
As the last of the three fiery signs, Sagittarius projects
the most advanced expression of the human will in a
form that transcends purely personal self-expression.
This concept is best described by the parting admoni-
tion of the Fellowship Healing Service which embodies
our collective aspiration to become “self-conscious chan-
nels for the beneficial workings of our Elder Brothers
in the service of humanity.”
SECOND HOUSE

The ambitious, status-conscious Capricorn is found
on the cusp of the house most frequently associated with
money, movable property, and our values regarding
wealth and property in general. The house location of
Capricorn in any chart indicates the function of living
that tends to be unusually subject to the influence of
authority figures, i.e., those who claim knowledge that
is universally applicable; Capricorn is the horoscope’s
symbolism of the father-complex. Consequently, its ef-
fect may be to cause the individual members of The
Rosicrucian Fellowship to place little emphasis upon
their own subjective viewpoints regarding the finances
of the organization. However, this may serve to awaken
us to the need to be more deeply concerned with the
practical implementation of the Western Wisdom
Teachings, paying close attention to details rather than

BIRTH CHART OF
THE ROSICRUCIAN FELLOWSHIP

Seattle, Washington, USA August 8, 1909
Lat.: 48° N Long.: 122° W 03:00 PM P.S.T.

limiting ourselves to the contemplation of generalities.
Moreover, as polar opposition Cancer is the sign of the
infant’s nurturing support system, the ambitious
Capricorn is the birth chart’s symbolism for the energy
that thrusts the evolving, epigenetic energies of The
Rosicrucian Fellowship out of the “home” and into the
world.

The second house contains the altruistic, pioneering
Uranus, and one of the distinguishing features of this
chart is the fact that this planet is “isolated” from the
other planets and is the sole occupant of the natal
eastern hemisphere (the tenth through the third house).
This hemisphere may be thought of in terms of the Sun’s
daily “journey” from the dark, subconscious lunar
dream-state of midnight (Cancer/fourth house) to the
bright, mid-day lights of the center stage of life
{Capricorn/tenth house). In light of the fact that the Ura-
nian desire to be free of physical plane attachments of
all kinds which threaten to limit freedom of movement
is in basic conflict with the methodical, practical
Capricornian virtues, we are given much food for
thought regarding our organization’s collective attitudes
towards the management of its physical plane assets.
What do you think Uranus’ house and sign placement,
tells us about these matters?

X(8) T H(P)

This aspect tends to create difficulty in making deci-
sions, especially when old attitudes must yield to the
evolutionary process of change. Here a fear in un-
familiar situations combined with a difficulty in break-
ing with the past may be sustained by second house
“father-complex” energies (Capricorn/Saturn). This
manifests often as the paternal finger pointing at new
energies (Uranus) saying, “You lack experience and are
not mature enough even to be suggesting these new
ideas!” However, this aspect serves to test the mettle
of the spiritual aspirants within our organization and suc-
cess will be rendered that much more precious due to
the failures encountered along the way. “If we persist
though oft we fail, in time our efforts shall prevail.”

H(VE) & 2(T1P)

Jupiterian optimism may find itself a bit impatient with
pessimists who fail before they even try to succeed, and
the enormous creative abilities suggested by this aspect
also may be mobilized in an organized, practical man-
ner to achieve whatever material goals are desired. Here
we may find that the Western Wisdom Teachings, if
spread with enthusiasm and attention to details, display
the dual abilities to make the difficult problems of life
seem less burdensome to many and to gain the interest
and stimulate the excitement of children, perhaps in an
educational environment.

H(\S) & D(O)

The Roscicrucian Fellowship may benefit greatly from
this aspect as it tends to inspire individuals to serve the
group as a whole rather than their own interests and
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promotes an inquisitiveness and eagerness to learn
coupled with an outlook that is future oriented. Further-
more, suggested here is the ability to encourage the
study of occult Christianity among large numbers of
people, with the consequence of large financial rewards,
to be utilized for even larger efforts to spread the

Teachings.
K(VS) & Q(P)

This stellar configuration characterizes the
Fellowship’s ability, throughout its seventy-five years of
existence, to express unobtrusively its love for many
people without fanfare or general public recognition. A
sense of values leads this organization to enrich the lives
of others by sharing its most cherished treasure, the
Western Wisdom Teachings, with the public. Also
reflected is the realization that, under the Law of Con-
sequence, what is given to our spiritually seeking
brothers and sisters without measure is always more
than abundantly returned, to the benefit of all concerned

parties.
HOS) @ W(8D)

This aspect tends to cause the membership of the
Fellowship sometimes to take for granted the freedom
and democracy that permeate our organizational struc-
ture, and they may fail to affirm their right to it when
some external political or social upheaval threatens it.
Additionally, there is a tendency for individual members
to allow someone else to take the necessary steps to
prevent the erosion of their rights and privileges as
members. We would benefit by remembering that The
Rosicrucian Fellowship was born at a time when political
unrest, strong economic structures and powerful military
machines were being developed, while the apathy of
the masses permitted world leaders to undermine basic
human rights and hurl humanity into a major world con-
flict. Here the Teacher (Neptune) asks each aspirant,
“Are you now prepared to free yourself of your most
cherished illusions regarding your relationship with The
Rosicrucian Fellowship that you may become a pillar
of rather than an obstacle to the Great Work?”

THIRD HOUSE

This house generally is associated with the “lower
mind” i.e., that part of the intellect dealing with every-
day, routine existence. It is our “automatic pilot,” gov-
erning normal interactions with the world not requiring
any special attention, the level of unacknowledged con-
sciousness and routine intellectual activities. The third
house symbolizes any aspect of life that does not re-
quire the mind to expand its awareness by encounter-
ing the unfamiliar. )

What does the placement of the sign Aquarius on the
third house cusp tell us about the day-to-day qualities
of the Fellowship? Aquarius is the sign of the individual
as a cooperative unit of the group, and no activity has
meaning to an Aquarian unless it has a social dimen-
sion. In fact, it may be said that the true Aquarian

derives his or her awareness of self from the group and
derives a sense of ego from an identification with an
external group entity. Here we may find an innate desire
to change society combined with a “humanitarian”
nature that loves humanity as a whole but has difficulty
dealing with individuals.

As there are no planets in the third house, its ruler-
ship is derived from the rulers of Aquarius, Saturn and
Uranus, which were discussed in the section devoted
to the second house. As they are square to each other,
what do you think their effect would be upon the daily,
routine functioning of the Fellowship?

FOURTH HOUSE

This house is associated with the past and its rela-
tionship to the present in the form of tradition. It also
governs real estate (Mt. Ecclesia) and the end of life.
It is the house of inward and personal life as opposed
to outward and social concerns. Here we find the
primary house of emotional support, i.e., the idea of
belonging. Insofar as this house also pertains to
psychological patterns, attitudes and memories inherited
from our immediate “ancestors,” it characterizes our
own relationship with past members of the Fellowship
and our attitudes towards their legacy as it manifests
in the present status of the organization. The fourth
house is the house of the “unconscious mind”; not
Freud’s notion of a personal unconscious, but Jung’s
concept of a collective unconscious, i.e., not the func-
tion of individual experience but of experiences com-
mon to all, manifesting at one level as a shared
awareness through dreams, fantasies, myths, and
rituals. We may then infer that the Fellowship’s daily
and holiday services and rituals fall into this category
of experience.

On the nadir, or the cusp of the fourth house, we
find the last degree of the sign Pisces, and we may
regard this cusp to an extent as a blending of both Pisces
and Aries, conveying the archetypal essence of “ascend-
ant,” or of the vernal equinox itself. Pisces symbolizes
the most difficult stage of human evolution: transcend-
ance of self. Although this sign is more often known
for its all-embracing compassion and “oneness with the
universe,” it frequently is associated with a form of
covert egotism in which individuals (or a group) seek
to bolster their own shaky sense of self-esteem by tak-
ing care of the “less fortunate” and making sure that
those they are “serving” never progress beyond their
“underprivileged” status, thus enabling the “servant”
to sustain a feeling of superiority. What challenges do
the strengths and weaknesses of this sign bring to the
“family” of The Rosicrucian Fellowship and its “home”
at Mt. Ecclesia?

Let’s examine the planets located in the fourth house
and see if we can synthesize their meaning in our con-
sciousness. Although Pisces is on the fourth house cusp,
the two planets