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The Summer Solstice

We are now at the time of the Summer Solstice, the season during which
physical manifestation on Earth reaches its height.

Each year a spiritual wave of vitality enters the Earth at the winter solstice
to impregnate the dormant seeds in the frozen ground, to give new life to the
world whereon we live, and this work is done during the winter months while
the Sun is passing through the zodiacal signs Capricorn, Aquarius, and Pisces.

Cosmically, the Sun is born on the longest and darkest night of the year
when Virgo, the Celestial Virgin, stands upon the eastern horizon at midnight
to bring forth the immaculate Child. During the months next following, the
Sun passes through the violent sign Capricorn where, mythically, all the
powers of darkness are concentrated in a frantic endeavor to kill the Light-
bearer, a phase of the solar drama which is mystically presented in the story of
King Herod and the flight into Egypt to escape death.

When the Sun enters the sign Aquarius, the water-man, in February, we
bave the time of rain and storms; and as the Baptism mystically consecrates the
Saviour to His work of service, so also the floods of moisture that descend upon
the Earth soften and mellow it so that it may yield the fruits whereby the lives
of those who dwell here are preserved.

... . Then comes the Sun’s passage through the sign Pisces, the fishes. At this
time the stores of the preceding year bave been almost consumed and man’'s
Jood is scarce. Therefore we have the long fast of Lent which mystically
represents, for the aspirant, the same ideal as that cosmically shown by the
Sun. There is at this time the carne-vale, the farewell to the flesh, for everyone
who aspires to the bigher life must at some time bid farewell to the lower nature
with all its desires and prepare bimself for the Passover which is then near.

In April, when the Sun crosses the celestial equator and enters the sign
Aries, the Lamb, the cross stands as a mystic symbol of the fact that the
candidate to the bigher life must learn to lay down the mortal coil and begin the
ascent of Golgotha, the place in the skull; thence to cross the threshold into
the invisible world. Finally, in imitation of the Sun's ascent into the signs of
the northern beavens, to foster with its warming rays the growth of the seed in
the soil which bas been revitalized by the Christic wave during the winter
months, he must learn that bis place is with the Father and that ultimately be is
to ascend to that exalted place.

So it is that at the present time, during the season culminating June 21st,
the Great Christ Spirit bas reached the World of Divine Spirit, the throne of the
Father. During July and August, while the Sun is in Cancer and Leo, He is
rebuilding His Life Spirit vebicle which He is to bring to the world and with it
rejuvenate the Earth and the life kingdoms evolving in and upon it.
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Missing the Mark

We have all heard it said that we are sin-
ners and that we stand in need of salva-
tion. The Bible states in Romans Chapter 3,
““For we have all sinned and fallen short of
the glory of God.”’

The question to ask is ‘“Why are we
considered sinners?’’ The orthodox answer
to this question is clear. Our sin came
through Adam and our salvation is through
Christ. How do the Rosicrucian Teachings
answer this question? We as students of the
Western Wisdom Teachings study the hid-
den mysteries of life. We study Astrology,
Rebirth and Philosophy. Some may be sur-
prised to learn that even though we are stu-
dents of esoteric subjects our basic answer to
this question is the same. Sin came through
Adam and salvation comes through Christ.

From the orthodox viewpoint we are
asked to accept Christ and salvation through
Faith. There are many who have been able to
do so and their lives have been transformed.
They now enjoy a peace that surpasses all
understanding. But just as there have been
those that have been able to accept Christ
through Faith, there have also been those
that have not been able to do so. Their minds
rebelled against the idea of doing so. Their
minds were filled with too many unanswered
questions, such as ‘“Why are we considered
sinners?’’

The word which is translated s/ in both
the Old and New Testaments means to miss
the mark or not to hit. Understanding this
we now see that the term sin presents the
idea that we have failed to achieve a goal or

James Noel

complete a task. We now have a better un-
derstanding of the passage from Romans
Chapter 3 — “‘For we have all sinned and
fallen short of the glory of God.”’

What was the task or goal that we failed
to complete? To understand this let us go
back to a time when we had not yet sinned —
a time when there was peace, unity, har-
mony and love — a time when we were at
one with our Father in Heaven, our spiritual
home.

In time, and in accordance with God’s
Divine plan, we left our Spiritual home and
descended into this material world. God, our
Father, placed the angels over us to be our
guides during this time. Soon, however, we
turned from the guidance and strayed from
the Path. We chose not to follow the Light
that Our Father provided, but instead chose
to follow a false light. We soon strayed so far
from the Path that it became impossible for
us to find our way back on our own.

From the Teachings we read ‘‘If some-
one had stood for thousands of years upon a
distant planet and looked clairvoyantly at our
little Earth, he would have seen a gradual
change from bad to worse in its Desire World
and World of Thought. It was getting more
and more filled up with murky and bad vibra-
tions, because man, in the days of his ear-
liest childhood, was not able to control his
impulse. He was controlled mostly by the
Mind and the Desire Body, and therefore
after death he had to stay in purgatory almost
all of the time between Earth lives: there was
almost no progress. The Second Heaven life,



244

where he learns to do creative work was al-
most barren. The Desire World of the Earth
must be cleansed to give man a new start.
That was Christ’s mission.”” So our Father
sent his son the Christ to cleanse the world
and lead us back to the Divine Path.
Through Him we have our salvation. For He
is the Light of the World, the Truth and the
Way.

What was it that caused us to stray from
the Path? What was Christ’s role in bringing
us back to it? We will answer the first ques-
tion from the Rosicrucian point of view by
tracing the spiritual elements Fire, Earth,
Air and Water as they were introduced in
our spiritual evolution. We must understand
that when we talk about the elements Fire,
Earth, Air and Water we are not talking
about the chemical elements.

Fire

The first and ever present element in crea-
tion is Fire. It is an invisible Fire which is the
Father. We are all sparks of that invisible Fire
— that Divine Fire which is the Father. We
were all created in His likeness. This is the
Key to our spiritual unity, each with all.
Max Heindel tells us to ‘‘ponder well the re-
lationship of Fire and Flame: the former lies
sleeping, invisible in everything, and is kin-
dled into light in various ways: by the blow
of a hammer upon a stone, by friction of
wood against wood and by chemical action,
etc. This gives us a clue to the identity of the
Father, “Whom no man hath seen at any-
time, but who is revealed in the Light of the
World,’ the Son.”’

Thus in the beginning, before we
strayed from God, there was but one ele-
ment, that invisible fire, manifesting as heat.
This was at the dawn of creation esoterically
known as the Saturn Period. It is referred to
in the first verses of Genesis where it states
‘‘in the beginning . . . there was darkness.’’

Air

The second element is Air. The Air coalesed
with the true Fire and burst into flames
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giving us Light. This took place in the second
period known as the Sun Period. In Genesis
it is referred to where it is stated: ‘‘Let there
be Light.”’

Water

Water was the third element introduced into
our scheme of evolution. It is refered to in
Genesis where it states that ‘‘the waters
were divided from the waters.”’

The introduction of water as a new
element marked the turning point in our
scheme of evolution. What occured after this
element was introduced and the sequence of
events which followed are of vital importance
to us if we are to understand why we are con-
sidered sinners and why we have missed the
mark.

Our present day angels were the hu-
manity of the Moon Period when the ele-
ment was introduced. We see then, that in
each of the periods of our development a new
element is added. In the Saturn Period it was
Fire, the Sun it was Air, the Moon it was
Water. In order for all the beings in these
schemes of evolution to progress they need to
gain the spiritual experience represented by
each of these elements. They need to work
with and master the elements.

During the Moon period we find that
not all of the spirits were willing to work
with the new element Water. Some abhorred
Water and instead worked exclusively with
Fire. Thus they did not gain the needed
experience. They fell behind in their de-
velopment, they ‘‘missed the mark.’’ They
became stragglers of their life wave. These
rebel spirits were led by Lucifer. The other
spirits, who learned to work with the new
element Water and thus obtained their need-
ed experience were led by the Highest ini-
tiate of their life wave, Jehovah. These
spirits are our present day angels.

Let us review what we have gone over so
far. Thus far we have introduced three of
four elements: Fire, Air, and Water. We
note that Jehovah and his angels worked
with all three elements, and Lucifer and his
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angels worked only with Fire and Air, be-
cause they refused to work with water.

Earth

At the dawn of our present Earth Period a
fourth element was added and at that time
Jehovah and his angels were ordered to cre-
ate forms from the elements of Fire, Air,
Water and Earth for our use. ‘‘Against this
plan a minority of angels rebelled. They had
too great an affinity for Fire to bear contact
with water, and refused to create the forms
as ordered: but thereby they at the same
time deprived themselves of an opportunity
of evolution along the conventional lines,
and thus became an anomaly in nature.”’

Jehovah and His angels were obedient
to the Divine Plan. We as virgin spirits were
thus clothed in vehicles of Fire, Air, Water
and Earth. (Dense body, Vital body, Desire
body and Mind.) We were also placed under
the direct guidance of Jehovah and his
angels. This was part of the Divine Plan to
elevate us in stages from unconsciousness to
create consciousness. All would have pro-
ceeded according to plan if it had not been for
the interference of the Lucifer Spirits. The
Lucifer Spirits now realized that they had to
make up the experience that they had lost out
on because of their refusal to work with
Water.

We are told that ‘“This (Divine) Plan
was frustrated by the Lucifer Spirits . . . they
needed a physical field of action, but were
unable to create one for themselves hence for
selfish reasons they taught humanity how by
the cooperation of the sexes a new body could
be created at any time: and in order to give
an incentive they instilled into mankind the
animalistic passienate nature which we now
possess.”’

Jehovah and his angels had been guiding
us along the path of evolution. Lucifer and
his angels caused us to stray. Thus we missed
the mark — we sinned. Remember that the
Hebrew and Greek words that are translated
sin means to not hit or miss the mark. This is
the origin of sin. Sin is our rebellious nature.
We rebelled against GOD. We were tempted
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by the Lucifers and we gave in. This is the sin
of which we are all guilty.

Murder, covetousness, greed, lying,
dishonor, fornication, drunkeness, stealing,
etc., are but the products of our sinful
nature. They are the evidence which proves
us guilty.

The Lucifers then caused us to stray by
introducing a passionate animalistic element
into our nature. This caused our desire body
to coalese with our mind and thus joined to
act as our motivating force. As time passed
our Desire Body became stronger and
stronger. It became more and more difficult
for us to make any spiritual progress. If we
had continued in that state of being we would
have been completely lost.

““Therefore did Christ come, ‘to seek
and save that which was lost.” He took away
the sin of the world by His cleansed Blood. . .
he purified the conditions and we owe it to
him that we are able to gather for our desire
body purer desire stuff than formerly, and
He continues working to help us, by making
our external environment purer.’’

The Christ impulse counteracted the in-
fluence of the Lucifer Spirits. In the truest
sense, our sins have been forgiven. All we
need to do now is to recognize our sinful
nature and accept the Christ’s supreme sac-
rifice for us.

The Rosicrucian Teachings concerning
our spiritual evolution run parallel to the
biblical information outlined in the opening
chapters of Genesis. In Genesis God created
Adam and placed him in the Garden of Eden.
Later, from one of Adam’s ribs, He created
Eve. As long as Adam and Eve followed
God’s instructions there was peace and har-
mony. Adam and Eve were told that they
could eat from any of the trees in the Garden
except from the tree of the Knowledge of
Good and Evil.

Everything seemed to be fine until a ser-
pent (Lucifer) caused Adam and Eve to go
against God’s instructions. As a result,
Adam and Eve were expelled from the Gar-
den (Spiritual Regions). Where there had
been no pain and suffering before, there was
now pain and suffering. This was the natural
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outcome resulting from the breaking of one
of God’s Laws.

As we can now see, the Biblical account
runs parallel to the Rosicrucian teaching. We
were at one with God, but due to the inter-
ference of the Lucifers (Serpent) we turned
from God. We lost our spiritual estate. We
were turned out of the Garden of Eden.

Adam and Eve had two sons, Cain and
Abel. Cain was a tiller of the ground and
Abel was the keeper of sheep. Both Cain and
Abel brought gifts to the Lord. Cain’s gift
was rejected. Abel’s gift was accepted. Cain
in anger slew Abel. Cain was cursed. Later
Eve gave birth to Seth.

The story of Cain and Abel represents
the warring factions within each of us. Cain
represents the Mind. Abel represents the
Heart. One lives by Reason, the other by
Faith. It was due to the interference of the
Lucifers that the Mind was able to gain con-
trol over the Heart. That is to say (Biblically)
Cain slew Abel. Remember, however, that
Christ came to save us: Seth represents the
ever present power of Faith. The Mind’s vic-
tory over the Heart is only temporary, for in
time the Heart will be set free.

If our mind will not allow us to believe,
how then can we be saved? Earlier it was
mentioned that there were those that wished
that they could believe, but their minds
would not allow them to. In these people
Cain has slain Abel.

THE ROSICRUCIAN FELLOWSHIP

It was because of the need to conquer the
rebellious mind that the Rosicrucian Order
was founded. Its mission was to reveal to
mankind the mystery of life in order to satisfy
the mind so that the heart might be freed to
believe. The mission is primarily directed
towards the sons of Cain.

There was a point in time when Max
Heindel commented on the difficulty of
achieving this goal. Following is an excerpt
from Letters to Students, March, 1912,
entitled Necessity for Devotion.

““The Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conception
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has met with such phenomenal success and
called forth so much gratitude and admira-
tion all over the world that I ought to be
flattered at the attention it is commanding
everywhere. But, on the contrary, I am be-
ginning to feel more and more afraid that the
book may miss the mark at which our Elder
Brothers have aimed. Its purpose, designated
on pages 17 and 18 is to satisfy the mind
by intellectually explaining the World mys-
tery, so that the devotional side of the
students nature may be allowed to develop
along lines which the intellect has approved.
The Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conception, 1 be-
lieve, has won its way because of this appeal
to the intellect and the satisfaction it has
given to the inquiring mind. Hundreds, yes
thousands, of letters have testified that stu-
dents who have searched in vain for years
have found here what they sought. But few
have seemed able, as yet, to transcend the
intellectual conception, and unless the book
gives the student an earnest desire to trans-
cend the path of knowledge and pursue the
path of devotion it is a failure, in my estima-
tion.”’

We should take a moment to ask our-
selves the question: ‘‘Am I still treading the
path of knowledge or have I transcended the
intellectual conception and pursued the path
of devotion?’’ We may be experts in Astro-
logy, Philosophy or the Bible. We may have
all knowledge and all understanding of the
mysteries, but unless we have Love, unless
we are on the Path of Devotion, we are but as
tinkling cymbals.

The Path of the intellect cannot save us,
nor can the path of pure faith; for faith with-
out works is dead! What we must do is
balance the two. Balance the Heart and the
Mipd. Fire and Water. We must develop the
Sane Mind, Sound Body and Soft Heart.

We have seen from the Rosicrucian
point of view how the Lucifer Spirits caused
us to go astray. They led us away from the
Divine Path by instilling in us our passionate
nature. Our selfish desires coalesced with our
minds and caused us to rebel against Divine
rule.

[Continued on page 2551
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hrist has advised: ‘‘He who would be

the greatest among you, let him be the
servant of all.”” One of the main reasons for
Christ’s earthly mission has been to help
bring us to a conscious realization of the
unity of all life. In this realization we see that
to be separative, selfish and self-seeking
results in self-undoing, while to be con-
cerned selflessly with the welfare of others
promotes the progress of the whole of hu-
manity as well as the progress of the selfless
servant.

Christ’s ministry and life on Earth con-
tain, in outline form, all we need to do in
order to further our evolution at this time.
Although we may acquire material pos-
sessions, prestigious positions, and great
knowledge, as Paul states in the 13th Chap-
ter of I Corinthians, it will profit us nothing
if we do not have altruistic love and if we
do not use what we have to uplift others.
Christ has come to bring us closer to God
through love and service to our fellow be-

Threshold of
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Greater Service

Sue Goske

ings. Since His life, as recorded in the Gos-
pels, is the ideal we are to follow, let us
examine two important events that directly
preceeded His great ministry and which,
therefore, constitute the threshold of greater
service, namely, The Baptism and The
Temptation.

Prior to the Baptism there is little recor-
ded of Jesus’ private life other than that he
“‘grew and waxed strong in spirit, filled with
wisdom: and the grace of God was upon
him.”> We may compare this period of His
life to the preparatory stage of the spiritual
aspirant in which he studies, purifies his
vehicles, and prays and meditates in order to
align his consciousness and will with that of
the Father’s. Of this stage we learn more in
the esotericism of the Tabernacle in the
Wilderness, where the first item encoun-
tered is the Brazen Altar, symbol of purifica-
tion which is the necessary prerequisite to
spiritual development.

When purification has been accom-
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plished, the aspirant next meets the Brazen
Laver, symbol of sanctification and consecra-
tion to the life of service. The priest serving
in the ancient Tabernacle was warned to
bathe in the waters of the Brazen Laver
before entering the Hall of Service, or death
would follow immediately. Just as the priest
performed this act of consecration, so did
Christ enter His mission of service through
the baptismal waters, and so also must the
modern aspirant who is following in His
footsteps.

““And Jesus, when he was baptized,
went up straightaway out of the water; and,
lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and
he saw the Spirit of God descending like a
dove and lighting upon him.”* (Mazz. 3.16)
In the waters of baptism a tremendous
change took place: Jesus, the man, became
Christ Jesus, the Christed man. Christ, the
Archangel and highest Initiate of the Sun
Period, entered the physical and vital bodies
of Jesus. According to Max Heindel, the
lowest vehicle that the Christ ordinarily uses
is the Life Spirit, in which he functions as
consciously in the World of Life Spirit as we
do in the Physical World. The World of Life
Spirit is the first universal world in which
differentiation ceases and unity begins to be
realized. By analogy, when the aspirant
comes to the point of consecrating his life to
Christ’s service, he undergoes the ‘‘waters’’
in which he becomes aware of the oneness of
all life.

The Mystic Rite of Baptism occurs

. at the moment when the candidate
feels with sufficient intensity the longing to
know the cause of sorrow and alleviate it.
Then the Spirit is conducted under the
waters of Atlantis, where it sees the primal
condition of brotherly love and kindness;
where it perceives God as the great Father of
His children, who are there surrounded by
His wonderful love. And by the conscious
return to this Ocean of Love, the candidate
becomes so thoroughly imbued with the feel-
ing of kinship that the spirit of egoism is
banished from him forever.”’ (Ancient and
Modern Initiation, Page 83) The important
point here is that the candidate consciously

3
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touches again the ‘‘Ocean of Love and
Unity,’’ for when he first was part of those
waters he was not conscious of himself and
others as separate individuals. Later, when
he had attained self-consciousness, he was no
longer aware of the unity of all life, and,
through the illusion of separateness, he
committed many acts of ignorance, called
sin, which hurt others and ultimately him-
self. When, through pain and suffering and a
growing awareness of the pain and suffering
of others, there is stirred in him a burning
desire to learn the reasons for these condi-
tions and to alleviate them, he is on the verge
of taking his conscious place as a servant
in the great chain of interdependent life
through the Mystic Rite of Baptism.

There is another significant event recor-
ded in the Gospel of Matthew that occurs
between the Baptism and the three years’
ministry : The Temptation. Here we will dis-
cover the reason for the warning to the priest
to bathe in the Laver before proceeding
further upon the path of service. As the capa-
city for usefulness increases, so does the po-
tential for great good or evil. The more we
receive, the more is expected of us. Perver-
sion of spiritual powers to serve personal
needs and desires, or to inflict injury, or to
gain selfish control over another is Black
Magic and results in dire consequences.
Without the feeling of the kinship of all life,
the banishing of egoism, and the complete
dedication of self to the service of Christ and
the Will of the Father, represented by the
Baptism and the Brazen Laver, there is a
grave danger of misusing our spiritual gifts.

‘... Dby the mystic processes of the true
Spiritual Baptism the aspirant becomes so
thoroughly saturated with the Universal
Spirit that as a matter of fact, feeling, and
experience he becomes one with all that
lives, moves, and has its being, one with the
pulsating Divine Life which surges in
rhythmic cadence through the least and the
greatest alike; and having caught the
keynote of the celestial song he is then
endued with a power of tremendous magni-
tude, which he may use either for good or
ill. . . . Therefore, whoever has successfully



Mystic Light

undergone the rite of Baptism and thereby
acquired spiritual power is forthwith tempted
that it may be definitely decided whether he
will range himself upon the side of good or
evil.”’ (Ancient and Modern Initiation, Pg.
91-92)

In Matthew Chapter 4 we read that
Christ Jesus was ‘‘led up of the spirit into the
wilderness to be tempted of the devil.”” Wil-
derness means literally ‘‘wild animal,”’
which may here be interpreted as the desire
world, and the devil may be interpreted as
the lower nature where self-interests hold
sway. After forty days of fasting, Christ is
first tempted to use his spiritual powers to
provide food for himself: ‘‘If thou be the Son
of God, command that these stones be made
bread.”’ It is the cardinal rule of selfless ser-
vice that spiritual powers must never be used
to selfish ends, even something as seemingly
innocent as providing food for oneself when
one is starving. Christ, the Way Shower,
puts first things first by answering: ‘‘Man
shall not live by bread alone, but by every
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of
God.”’ It is indeed primarily because of the
Word of God, the Creative Fiat, that we
exist, and by physical food secondarily.
Hence, Christ proclaimed the supremacy of
the spiritual over the material in this as well
as the two following temptations.

““Then the devil . . . setteth him on a
pinnacle of the temple, And saith unto him,
If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down;
for it is written, He shall give his angels
charge concerning thee; and in their hands
they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou
dash thy foot against a stone.”’

Imagine being set upon a high pinnacle,
a position in which others look up to us,
and then using sacred spiritual abilities to
do death-defying or marvelous stunts to
‘“‘prove’” ourselves. This temptation appeals
to our vanity which comes in all shapes and
sizes and levels of subtlety. When spiritual
abilities are perverted to make a showy
display in order to win the respect or awe of
others, it is the lower nature that has taken
center stage. Christ would never have
committed such a gross misuse of abilities in
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order to win converts, for display of super-
natural phenomena is not the sole property of
those who serve the Light. Followers of the
Black Brotherhood are also capable of
effecting such displays, so how could hu-
manity learn spiritual discernment with only
an external display for a criterion? No,
people must come together in Christ not
because of sensationalism or anything exter-
nal, but because of the internal recognition
of the underlying unity of each with all.
When thus tempted, let us say with Christ:
““Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.”’
¢ Again, the devil taketh him up into an
exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him
all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory
of them; And saith unto him, All these will
I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship
me.”’ Anytime we choose the things of this
world over the things of the Spirit we are
then serving the ‘ “prince of this world’’ in-
stead of the Prince of Love and Light, the
Christ, whose kingdom is not of this world.
This temptation is not one of physical hun-
ger like the first; it appeals to the hunger
for power and authority at the expense of
spiritual principles. We should not think that
because we’ve never been offered ‘‘all the
kingdoms of the world’’ that we’ve never
thus been tempted. We all have power and
authority no matter to what small extent; we
are judged, not by how much we have, but
by how we use it. If we wield our power as a
cold, cruel, self-seeking tyrant, we are
serving the Dark Forces. If we offer it to the
service of God saying, ‘“Thy will be done,”’
we serve the Light and all the forces that
work toward the upliftment and unification
of humanity. We cannot serve both the
Darkness and the Light, both mammon and
God. Christ rebukes His temptor ultimately,
saying: ‘‘Get thee hence, Satan; for it is
written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy
God, and him only shalt thou serve.”’
There are thresholds, temptations and
opportunities for service existing at all levels
of development. They come in various sizes
and degrees of magnitude; they are some-
times very obvious, other times they are
[Continued on page 271]
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‘We all are anxious to learn to live in the
spiritual Worlds but are not always so
inclined toward the material one. This article
concerns living in a material world and will
point out some of the reasons why we are
here in the physical body.

Let us begin with a passage from the
Christianity Lectures of Max Heindel. In
Lecture 11 he states: ‘“We must do our full
duty in the material world before we may
serve in the spiritual realms. Whoever is
faithless in his earthly duty cannot be expec-
ted to be faithful in Spiritual Work.”’

Thus we see that this material world is
actually a testing ground for us to achieve a
better understanding of ourselves that we
may be more valuable in higher spiritual
work and trusted with greater spiritual gifts.
This truth is also supported by the teachings
of Christ Jesus in Matthew 25, where He
states, in the parable of the Talents: ‘‘Well
done good and faithful servant; Thou hast
been Faithful over a few things, I will make
thee ruler over many things.”” We can see
that we are expected to do those little things
which are put before us each day, and to do
them well and with a positive attitude.

We have so much to learn about Life,
and it would be virtually impossible to assi-
milate everything merely from reading books
about it. To learn we must experience things
directly, and life in a material world is one of
the best teachers.

It should be the goal of every man to be-
come the master of himself — to be self-
reliant in every way. How can we become
self-reliant unless we are put to the test? As
Max Heindel has pointed out, it is always
easy to see Truth from a high spiritual van-
tage point, but not so when we are immersed
in denser matter. This sojourn on Earth is
our opportunity to learn about the way the
Spirit functions in the physical body — it
allows us, through our own efforts, to per-
fect our vehicle, making it a more suitable
instrument through which the Divine Spirit
can work.

Returning once more to the Words of
the Master, we refer to Matthew 16: “Veri-
ly I say unto you, whatsoever ye shall bind

LIVING
MATERIAL

Doug Willoughby

on earth shall be bound in Heaven and what-
soever he shall loose on earth shall be loosed
in Heaven.’’ This He said to Peter who was
to be the foundation of His earthly church.
As a disciple and apostle of our Lord, Peter
was thus given the power to act as a co-crea-
tor, using the Word and the Law of Prayer in
carrying out his mission. So too, we who
have studied and strived toward a higher life
have come closer to being in harmony with
Christ, and thus our acts also become living
prayers. We also have been blessed with the
‘“Keys to the Kingdom of Heaven.”’ Does
this then mean that we are to enter therein
and exclude everyone else from the glories
we now experience? Of course not! We have
been led into the Kingdom that we may also
lead others. We have through our service and
efforts been able to unlock doors upon which
many others are still knocking. We have
been blessed with some degree of spiritual
sight and are able to discriminate between



that which is man’s illusion and that which
is God’s Truth.

How, then, do we live in the material
world? When we see life in a material world
as a glorious opportunity to live the Truth
we know, to ‘‘see’’ truth work in our every-
day lives, we’ve begun to deal properly with
the demands of a material existence.

Marcus Aurelius, one of the great
rulers of Rome, said, in speaking about the
duties of aman: ‘‘In the morning when thou
risest unwillingly, let this thought be pre-
sent: I am rising to the work of a human
being. Why then, am I dissatisfied if I am
going to do the things for which I exist, and
for which I was brought into the world? Or,
have I been made for this, to lie in the ‘‘bed-
clothes’’ and keep myself warm? But this is
more pleasant: ‘‘Dost thou exist then to take
thy pleasure not for action or exertion?
Dost thou not see the little plants, the little
birds, the ants, the spiders, the bees working
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together to put in order their several parts of
the universe? And art thou unwilling to do
the work of a human being, and dost thou
not make haste to do that which is according
to thy nature?’’

The Laws of the Universe are both prac-
tical and useful. They allow us to improve
our lives immensely if we live in harmony
with them. We are here not only as *‘ves-
sels’” for spiritual teaching, but also to
spread the light and become as the disciples
of Christ, examples for all to see. ‘‘Ye are
the Light of the World; a city that is set on
an hill cannot be hid.”’ As cities on the hill,
we always are being observed though we may
not be aware of it and others are always
listening to and watching what we are doing.

The words we speak carry the reality of
Universal Law, the awareness of a great crea-
tive power working through us. As seekers of
Truth, this Truth becomes manifest within
our own beings and inside our atmospheres.
Whether we are aware of it or not, each of us
are like a miniature broadcast station sending
out ‘‘waves’’ which are attuned to the
Higher Mind. These waves touch all who are
nearby and like a radio transmitter set up a
similar vibration in their receptive con-
sciousness. What does this mean in regard to
the material world? Essentially, it means we
have the power to affect other people’s
thoughts by that which we carry within our
own thinking world. If we have an aura of
peace and tranquility, this will be sent forth
from our transmitter. If we are manifesting
anger or resentment, these energies will be
transmitted. These things may be readily
observed in our everyday lives, and by
witnessing it we come to know that it is true.

For those who have not yet attained an
awareness of the true nature of spiritual vi-
brations, this will only be something they
Jeel and they will think that what they feel is
their own mind guiding them. They are not
able consciously to work with mind power,
but still are influenced by it. Gradually, as
they are exposed to the higher Teachings,
these vibrations will become more noticeable
and they will begin to unfold that Christ
Consciousness within.
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Why then, if we have the power of
thought control, do we still find ourselves in
difficulty from time to time? We said this
Earth life is a place for experience which will
later be transmuted into soul power. If every-
day moved smoothly with no difficulties,
there would be nothing to help us build soul
power or soul experience. We would be going
through the acts of living and breathing as
human robots.

Obviously, we are not here to function
as robots. In order to strengthen a particular
muscle or organ in the body, it is necessary
to use it — to put it to the test for which it
was intended. So often we allow ourselves to
be lulled into a false state of security thinking
that if we just study all the Teachings on a
regular basis, everything will be just fine.
Not so. Suddenly we get a rude awakening
and we are faced with something that we
didn’t expect. This is our opportunity to try
out those ‘‘spiritual muscles’’ and see if they
really are in good shape as a result of our
exercises. We should not try to escape from a
new experience, but should face it squarely
and seek to understand its meaning. Is it a
new test or is it something given to remind
us that the Law of Cause and Effect is always
at hand?

Being spiritually aware does not exempt
us from difficulties in the material world, but
it prepares us to overcome them. It gives us a
chance to use our consciousness to bring
about positive changes within our being — to
gain Wisdom. It helps us improve our lives
and speed up our evolution towards becom-
ing Divine Beings.

Let us turn our attention to some of the
tools we have been given through the Rosi-
crucian Teachings that will help us to
improve our life while living on this material
plane. Concentration, Meditation, and Ret-
rospection are three of the most powerful
methods available for purifying and strength-
ening our spiritual faculties.

Man has at his command the power to
change his life. Once we accept that thought,
we must also be ready to accept one more:
Man then is responsible for what happens to
his life.

Rays from the Rose Cross

The thought that we alone have the
power to regulate our lives perhaps frightens
some. Much of what we see in the world
around us merely is a result of people re-
fusing to take responsibility for what their
lives have become. It is always easier to
blame someone else than to say: ‘‘Well, it
looks as though I must change my own
ways.”’

By practicing concentration, we are able
to focus our thoughts intently on any prob-
lem or situation that arises in our life. By
concentrating on it we are able to get closer
to the real cause behind it. Concentration is
also closely related to power, for when our
thoughts are concentrated they do possess
greater power to act on the things and per-
sons around us.

Through Meditation we are able to
draw information from the great Cosmic
Mind regarding whatever we seek to know. It
allows us to remove our thoughts from the
material plane and be refreshed with
thoughts from the Higher Worlds.

Finally, by a daily Retrospection of our
lives, we are able to more closely examine
the motives and results behind our acts.
Thus we become our own teachers and begin
to progress rapidly on a course of self-mas-

tery.
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In Abraham Lincoln’s First Annual
Message to Congress in 1861 he made this
simple statement: ‘It is difficult to make a
man miserable while he feels he is worthy of
himself and claims kindred to the Great God
who made him.’” We cannot be happy and
feel complete if we are separated from God
and thus from the essence of our own being.
We cannot allow the things of the material
world to remove us from contact with the
great Divine Spirit which flows within each
one of us. The material world has been crea-
ted by God for man’s use, so let us not be
deceived that we are at its mercy.
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*“The symbol of the Cherubim with the open flower placed upon the
door of Solomon’s Temple delivers the message to the aspirant that
purity is the key by which alone be can hope to unlock the gate to God,
or as Christ expressed it, ‘Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see
God.” "’

urity is a concept that signifies much in

occultism. We encounter it often, for
there can be no spiritual progress that is not
founded on it. A striving for purity is one of
the absolute essentials to higher develop-
ment. There can be no real spiritual illumi-
nation without it, no matter what other
qualifications may be possessed. °‘Surely
everyone who entertains this hope (to be like
Christ) must purify himself, must try to be as
pure as Christ.”’ (1 Jobn 3:3)

The essential difference between the
spiritual aspirant and the man of the world is
that the latter lives largely in his physical
senses. At a low point in evolution he lives
altogether in the physical senses. He is com-
pletely dominated by the lunar and martial
rays which express themselves as physical
desires, passions and emotions. It is the
triumph of matter. As evolution goes for-
ward, as experience is multiplied by succes-
sive incarnations, the mentality asserts itself
and finally becomes the center around which
he lives, with mental pleasures gradually
outweighing the physical. ‘‘The mirror of
mind also contributes increasingly to spi-
ritual growth as the thoughts which it trans-
mits to and from the Spirit polish it to greater
brightness, sharpening and intensifying its
focus more and more to a single point, per-
fectly flexible and under the control of the
Spirit.”” (Cosmo, p. 95) Ultimately spiritu-
al joys will rise triumphant over both, but for

a long period the individual is slowly rising
from one stage to the other, with the new
and higher dawning in him while the old and
lower still hold firmly. When he discovers
that he can work intelligently with Nature in
hastening his own evolution and turns his
attention to a definite method of doing so, he
enters into a contest with his lower nature,
the duration of which is dependent upon his
earnestness no less than upon his will-power.

At the point where the aspirant for
higher things awakens to the fact that the
old life of sensation is undesirable slavery,
realizes dimly that something better lies
above and beyond it, and resolves to attain
this, he is likely to be surprised at the
strength of the old fetters which hold him
back. There are certain appetites that he
would gladly be rid of, but they assert them-
selves at intervals with astonishing vigor.
There are passions he thought dead which he
finds were only sleeping. There are impulses
he believed were under control, but they
flash out without the slightest warning and
throw him off balance. There are certain
classes of undesirable thoughts that he hoped
to be done with forever, but they leap into
his mind in spite of himself.

Why is it that even when we have the
perfectly pure motive of rising above the
lower nature — the sincere desire for a loftier
life — and make an earnest effort to achieve
it, we do not promptly comprehend that the
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change is necessary to our happiness and
most devoutly desire its consummation?
Why is a prolonged struggle necessary to
accomplish this change? Because the diffi-
culty is not in our strivings at all but in the
bodies we live in. The Higher Self has re-
solved upon the higher life. It has succeeded
in impressing the waking consciousness — in
arousing a longing to escape from the thrall-
dom of the lower nature. But the bodies are
the seat of what commonly is called ‘sin’’
— the fortress of the lower nature, and that
fortress cannot be carried by assault. It can be
taken only by siege.

The progress of purification is a process
of changing the matter that composes the
physical body and its invisible counterparts,
as actually and literally as one would recon-
struct a house, making it into a totally dif-
ferent habitation. The very desire to attain
the higher life begins the reconstruction. But
just as one could not instantly raze his house
and as instantly rebuild it, although he could
effect any desired change by taking the
necessary time, so also any change that we
are capable of imagining can be made in our-
selves within a reasonable period. We cannot
unbuild in a few days what we have been so
long in building. Our battle is against the
automatism that we have created. The
matter of which the desire body is composed,
long has been accustomed to act in a certain
way under certain circumstances, and it con-
tinues to do so, for a time, in spite of all our
genuine desires to the contrary. If a man long
has given way to great anger on slight provo-
cation and resolves to do so no more, his
good resolution will help a little toward his
eventual self mastery; but when the good
resolution is followed by sudden and unex-
pected provocation the desire body responds
before he is aware of what is happening. So,
too, with the mental body: however much
he may desire to be pure in mind, an impure
thought that often has been harbored in the
past will flash in when a connecting thought
or old association opens the way. Of course
the vital, desire, and mental bodies work to-
gether — desire and thought being inex-
tricably mingled and interwoven (Lucifer’s

Rays from the Rose Cross

gift to humanity) — and the purification of
both goes forward together.

Although the purification of the lower
nature is not an instantaneous process and is
likely to be attended with some temporary
failures in the efforts to live up to ideals, the
final triumph is certain if there is reasonable
persistence and earnestness, together with
some knowledge of how to proceed. There
should be no feeling of an effort to escape
from something undesirable and degrading.
The mind should not be turned in that direc-
tion at all. It should be kept busy in the oppo-
site direction; it should be occupied with
pure and lofty thinking. There should be no
mental effort to crush the old order of things.
Let it be crowded out by thoughts of the
opposite nature. To set the mind deter-
minedly against a certain objectionable thing
is only to give that thing new vitality and
invite it to battle. Non-resistance has its
value here as elsewhere. ‘‘Let sleeping dogs
lie.”’

Another helpful thing to remember is
that association and environment are impor-
tant factors. Suppose a man is trying to over-
come a certain thing — the desire for liquor
or tobacco or meat ; what is true of these will
apply to all other desires of the lower nature.
He may escape them for a time and almost
believe that the desire for them is dead when
some old association will arouse them again.
Environment is a thing to be taken into
account. Until one has grown strong enough
to touch elbows with old temptations and
remain absolutely unmoved, it is wise to
keep as far from them as possible. A man
who is fighting an alcoholism habit need not
increase his difficulties by living next door to
a bar. One who is trying to purify the mind
can keep away from certain classes of much
advertised films in which the public desire for
the salacious is gratified under the mask of
dramatic art of a high order. It is remarkable
what vitality the desires of the lower nature
have, how tenaciously they cling, and how
subtly they masquerade in attractive dis-
guises. Art is invoked to refine them and wit
is used to adorn them and keep them alive in
clever songs and apt story.
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Every person has his varying moods,
and the emergence and decline of certain
feelings may be predicted by the astrologer as
the transiting Moon passes through the 12
signs (and through each individual’s 12
houses fertilizing the inherent possibilities of
each planet contained in the horoscope).
There are times when we feel spiritually very
strong and easily dominate the lower nature.
But there are other times when materiality
rises against us in its might and we are in
danger of losing our balance and being swept
from our footing in the tide of reaction. In
such moments of peril a definite course of
action is useful. The Christian prays, which
draws his mind away from lower things to
the higher. The occultist can concentrate
steadily on the Christ, the Christ within, or
some object that is linked to purity (a lily, a
rose, the Rose Cross), all of which he regards
as embodying what is pure and exalted. He
can remind himself of the too-often forgotten
fact that his efforts are known and observed
and that he does not strive after purity un-
aided.

If we hope to succeed in dominating the
lower nature, we must clearly understand
the danger of permitting the mind to turn
even for a moment to impure thoughts. Any
sort of dallying is fatal and safety lies only in
turning the mind instantly in the other direc-
tion when the old thoughts and impulses
crowd in upon him. This is repeatedly
emphasized in such invaluable, inspiring
words as The Voice of the Silence:

“‘Strive with thy thoughts unclean
before they overpower thee. Beware disciple
suffer not even though it be their shadow to
approach. . . .”’ and, ‘‘One single thought
about the past that thou hast left behind will
drag thee down, and thou wilt have to start
the climb anew.”’

To be pure is to be strong. Purity and
spiritual strength are inseparable. There can
be no real strength without purity — not
even mental strength. In proportion as the
lower nature dominates a man’s life he is
physically and mentally weak, as well as
morally weak. The physical, mental, and
moral are so inextricably interwoven that

255

each necessarily reacts upon the others.
None of them can stand alone because they
are really a blended whole, gaining or losing
together. There must be purity and strength
for all or for none. Purity, then, is literally
the way to strength, to power, to illumina-
tion, and to immortality.

MISSING THE MARK
[Continued from page 246)

We have seen how the Rosicrucian ex-
planation of sin is in harmony with the bibli-
cal explanation, and how Adam and Eve
were tempted by the Serpent and were thus
expelled from the Garden of Eden.

From the Rosicrucian viewpoint Christ
came to cleanse the Earth’s desire body, thus
giving us the opportunity to once again make
spiritual progress — progress that would
have been impossible had He not come. He is
in the truest sense, our salvation.

We can see how this is in harmony with
the biblical teachings best summed up in
John ““.. . for God so loved the world that he
gave His only Son, that whoever believes in
Him should have eternal life.”’

We must understand that Christ died
and was resurrected for all of us, and that
without Him none of us could have been
saved. Nothing, however, can be forced
upon us. We have free will. ‘‘A man con-
vinced against his will is of the same opinion
still.”” Therefore, although Christ has al-
ready made the sacrifice for our sin, we must
accept Him of our own free will. Qutside of
Christ there is nothing that can save us.
There are not special works that we can per-
form to atone for our sins. All the money in
the world could not buy our salvation.

The Christ impulse counteracted the in-
fluence of the Lucifer Spirits. In the truest
sense of the word, our sins have been for-
given. All we need to do now is to acknow-
ledge our sinful nature and accept Christ’s
supreme sacrifice for us.

If you haven’t done so already, please
open your Hearts and accept Christ into your
life.
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he Law of Analogy holds good every-

where. It is the master key to all
mysteries, and you will find that what applies
to the microcosmic man also applies to the
Macrocosmic God or the Divine Power. The
animals are guided now by spirits from
without. At a later priod they will become
indwelling spirits, and learn to guide their
vehicles  without assistance from other
sources. Similarly it was with the Earth as
stated in the Cosmo and various other parts
of our literature.

Up to 2000 years ago Jehovah had
charge and guided the Earth from without as
the animals are guided by the group spirits.
Thus the Earth was held in its orbit by His
power, and He was up to that time the
Supreme God, but at the change made on
Golgotha the Christ Spirit drew into our
Earth in order that He might aid us to evolve
faculties which Jehovah could not give us.

Jehovah gave us laws which hold us in
check, but the Christ gives us Love. One is
the restraining force, applied from without ;
the other is an impelling energy applied from
within. Thus the Christ is now guiding the
Earth in its orbit from within, and will
continue until we have learned to vibrate to
that great attribute, Love, whereby we shall
be able to apply the power to our own planet
and thus guide it in its orbit from within.

Christ is the highest initiate of the Sun
Period and as such has His dwelling place in
the Sun. He is the sustainer and preserver of

The Planetary

Spirit of the Earth

Max Heindel =

the whole solar system, and in one sense it is
right to speak of that which dwells within our
Earth as a ray, yet it does not convey the
exact idea of what is the case. Perhaps we can
get at the matter by an illustration. Let us
liken the great Spirit in the Sun to a refiner of
metal. He has upon His furnace a number of
crucibles and is watching them all. Heat is
melting these metals and throwing the dross
to the top. The refiner is gradually skimming
the crucibles, until at last the metal is ab-
solutely beautiful and clear and he can see his
face in each.

Similarly-we may see that Christ turns
His attention from one planet to another,
and as He turns Himself to our Earth for
instance, His image is reflected in the Earth,
but it is not a dead image, i is a living,
Jeeling, semtient being, so full of life and
feeling that we ourselves in our present dead
state, dwelling in these bodies of earth, can
have no idea of that faculty of feeling
possessed by the indwelling Spirit of the
Earth.

Thus for a time His energy is imparted
to this picture as a focus, and while really
being in the Sun, the Cosmic Christ feels
everything that is going on in the Earth as if
He were actually here present, for that
picture within, which is not a picture in the
ordinary sense of the word, that must be
thoroughly understood, that picture is a
counterpart, a part, of the Solar Christ, and
through it He knows and feels and senses
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everything upon Earth as if He were actually
present.

I have repeated this, but it might be
repeated time and time again without
detriment, for this is something that should
be very thoroughly understood. That is
really what is meant by Omnipresence, so
that while the Christ is the indwelling Spirit
of the Sun, He is also the indwelling Spirit of
the Earth, and must continue to hold this
office of helpfulness for us, feeling every-
thing, enduring everything that goes or
would go with an actual presence, for our
sakes.

Let us now consider for a moment what
that which we call the Earth really is, that is
to say, its origin. The solidification com-
menced in the Sun Period, when we were
unable to vibrate at the high rate demanded
to remain there. Thus we gradually worked
ourselves out of the Sun and were projected
into space.

The rate of vibration was gradually
lowered until the middle of the Atlantean
Epoch, and thus the Earth crystallized into a
mass of stone, we might say. Thus we
ourselves have made the Earth what it was,
and if no help had been given we should have
been unable to extricate ourselves from the
meshes of matter.

Jehovah from without endeavored to
help us by laws. To know the law and to
follow it would in time aid us, provided we
had the requisite strength, but no man is
justified by the law, and by the law all spirits
must become further enmeshed. Therefore a
new impulse had to be given, which should
inscribe the law into men's hearts, for there
is a great difference between what we do
because we must for fear of an outside master
who metes out a just retribution for every
offense, and the inner urge which impels us
to do right because it is right so to do. We
recognize what is right, when the law is
inscribed in our hearts, and then we obey its
dictates unquestioningly, even though it
may cause our whole being to vibrate in pain.

Thus we, collectively, are the spirits of
the Earth. We must some day guide the
vehicle we have created. Jehovah guided it
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for us from without by means of laws, but as
this was not sufficient to bring us to the point
of individualization where we shall be able to
take care of ourselves, Christ came in as a
Saviour, and is helping us until the time
comes that we shall have evolved a Love
nature within ourselves which is sufficient to
float the Earth. So there have been no other
spirits in the Earth. The Christ is only here
temporarily to help us, and in time it will be
our privilege to take up the task for
ourselves, and guide our planet as we want
and as we should. The increased vibratory
force has already made the Earth much less
dense, much lighter, and in time it will
become ethereal again as it once was. It will
cease to be dead in sin. It will become alive in
love.

....The good forces, which are symbolized
as servants of the Holy Grail, live and grow
by unselfish service which enhances the
luster of the glowing Grail cup.

....Unless the Brothers of the Black Grail
are provided with works of wickedness they
will die from starvation. Therefore they are
ever active in the world stirring up strife and
inciting others to evil. Their pernicious
activity is conteracted in a great measure by
the Elder Brothers at their midnight services
at which they make themselves magnets for
all the evil thoughts in the Western World
and then by the alchemy of sublime love
transmute them to good.

....The Transfiguration is an alchemical
process by which the physical body formed by
the chemistry of physiological processes is
turned into a living stone, such as mentioned
in the Bible.

— Max Heindel
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Vital and Physical Bodies in Rebirth

Q. What is the relation of the vital body to
the physical?

A. In the Ego’s descent to rebirth the vital
body, having been molded by the Lords of
Destiny, will give form to the dense body,
organ for organ. This matrix or mold is then
placed in the womb of the future mother.
Q. Where is the seed atom for the dense
body?

A. The seed atom for the dense body is in
the triangular head of one of the spermatozoa
in the semen of the father.

Q. How does this affect procreation?

A. This alone makes fertilization possible
and here is the explanation of the fact that so
many times sex-unions are unfruitful. The
chemical constituents of the seminal fluid
and the ova are the same at all times and
were these the only requirements, the expla-
nation of the phenomenon of fertility, if
sought in the material, visible world alone,
would not be found.

Q. It depends, then, upon the seed atom?
A. It becomes plain, when we understand
that as the molecules of water freeze only
along the lines of force in the water and man-
ifest as ice crystals instead of freezing into
a homogenous mass, as would be the case
if there were no lines of force previous to
coagulation, so there can be no dense body
built until there is a vital body in which to
build the material. Also there must be a seed
atom for the dense body, to act as a guage of

the quality and quantity of the matter which
is to be built into that dense body.

Q. To what extent is heredity a factor?

A. While heredity is true only as regards the
material of the dense body and not the soul
qualities, which are entirely individual, the
incoming Ego also does a certain amount of
work on its dense body, incorporating in it
the quintessence of its past physical qualities.
Q. Is not the new body a combination of the
qualities of the parents?

A. Nobody is an exact mixture of the quali-
ties of its parent, although the Ego is restric-
ted to the use of the materials taken from the
bodies of the father and mother. Hence a
musician incarnates where he can get the
material to build the slender hand and the
delicate ear with its sensitive fibres of Corti
and its accurate adjustment of the three
semicircular canals. The arrangement of
these materials, however, is, to the extent
named, under the control of the Ego.

Q. When does the Ego enter its new body?
A. When the impregnation of the ovum has
taken place, the desire body of the mother
works upon it for a period of from eighteen to
twenty-one days, the Ego remaining outside
in its desire body and mind sheath, yet
always in close touch with the mother. Upon
the expiration of that time the Ego enters the
mother’s body.

Ref: Cosmo, 137-39
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WESTERN WISDOM BIBLE STUDY

Corinne Heline

Saul and the Church at Antioch

fter the martyrdom of Stephen and the

persecutions which followed, the
Christian evangelists were scattered abroad,
traveling as far as Phenice and Cypress and
Antioch. In this latter most flourishing cen-
ter of the new faith, Saul performed his first
outstanding work. The names of Peter, Bar-
nabas, Mark and Silas are still associated
with the activities of this church. ‘‘There is
to be found there to this day that gracious
spring of water which was brought forth by
the prayers of St. Paul for the baptism of the
Antiochians.”’

Peter appointed a head of the church in
Antioch in A.D. 53, who was succeeded by
Ignatius, one of the foremost disciples of
John.

The Christian centers of Greater and
Lesser Asia, and of all the countries of the
East, were under the jurisdiction of Antioch.
These numbered at one time considerably
more than a hundred and fifty-three. Anti-
och Christians followed the custom estab-
lished in Jerusalem. Centers were founded in
the homes of the faithful known as ‘‘church
houses.”” History records that as late as the
second century divine services were perfor-
med in private homes. This continued until
the time of the saintly Theophilus, seventh
Bishop of Antioch, who, when the number
of followers had grown too large to be accom-
modated in members’ houses, set aside his
own residence exclusively as a church.

In the magnificence of her public build-
ings, the city of Antioch rivaled even the
Eternal City. The principal street, broad and

decorative, stretched for a distance of about
two and a half miles. Herod, known as the
great builder, had this thoroughfare paved
with polished marble and had imposing colo-
nades erected both sides of its entire length.
The city’s population at this time was about
half a million.

According to Cicero, Antioch had an
enviable reputation for learning and culture.
The Antiochians were also known for their
extreme licentiousness. Historian Gibbons
describes the great temple, five miles from
the city proper, as situated in ‘‘that sweet
grove of Daphne.”” Admid gardens and
terraces, bowered in laurel and cypress,
adorned with bright pools and sparkling
fountains, was this shrine dedicated to Daph-
ne and Apollo wherein ceremonials had de-
generated into bestial exploitation of femi-
nine beauty and charm — so much so that
‘‘the morals of Daphne’’ became a familiar
byword and Roman soldiers were forbidden
to visit the temple or its environs. The tem-
ple itself, however, ranked with those of Al-
exandria and Jerusalem in beauty and gran-
deur.

In Seleucia, seaport of Antioch located
fifteen miles distant upon the coast, are the
remains of a massive Roman pier, with huge
boulders extending into the Mediterranean,
which is known as ‘‘the pier of St. Paul.”’

This was the Antioch which offered
refuge to followers of the new way when they
fled the wrath of the Sanhedrin in Jerusalem
after the martyrdom of Stephen. Their work
flourished and grew so rapidly that the
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Mother Church in Jerusalem sent Barnabas
to direct their activities. He, soon needing
assistance, went to Tarsus to ask for Saul’s
aid.

Thus Antioch became the center of this
exalted Apostle’s work. It was always con-
sidered his home church. For two years he
labored there with Barnabas, then from that
point began the three journeys destined to
spread the light of the Christ teachings
around the world. At the conclusion of each
of these memorable pilgrimages he returned
to his home church for rest and refreshment.

It was in Antioch that the followers of
Christ first came to be called ‘“Christians.”’
The Greek word chrestoe, meaning good or
useful, was pronounced much like Christos.
Many ancient inscriptions have been dis-
covered in which Christian is spelled Chres-
tian. It has been suggested that the good and
useful work of the Christians gave rise to
their distinctive appelation.

Saul was, perhaps, forty-five when he
came to help Barnabas. He is described as
small and bald, with contracted brow and
large nose. Lucian states that he wore a long
flowing beard, dark brown in color. St. Chry-
sostom gives the added information that *‘his
eyes were bright and sparkling.’’

At this time Jerusalem knew the golden
age of Pharisaism under the reign of Agrippa
1. In order to please this orthodox sect, the
Emperor continued to persecute the Chris-
tians. James, brother of John, was executed.
Peter was imprisoned. This renewed attack
upon the Mother Church caused an increas-
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ing number of its members to seek refuge in
Antioch. Hence, the work of the Christians
and Paul’s fame increased rapidly.

Judea was ravaged by a severe famine in
45-46 A.D. Saul’s heart was with ‘‘the poor
saints in Jerusalem’’ during this trying or-
deal, doubtless because many of them had
been widowed and orphaned by his own per-
secutions. Accompanied by Barnabas and
Titus, he visited the Mother Church in the
summer of 46. He was received with open
hearts and arms by the converts, who scon
fell under the ‘‘gracious spell’’ of his spirit-
ual power and eloquence.

Weeks and months passed. Saul would
have liked nothing better than to remain in
Jerusalem; but one day, while he was in soli-
tary prayer in the temple, the glorified One
appeared to him and bade him leave. ‘“They
will not receive thy testimony concerning
me,’’ were the words of the Blessed Lord.
““Depart : for I will send thee hence unto the
Gentiles.”” (Acts 22:18, 21)

Companioned by the noble and gracious
Barnabas, Saul obeyed the heavenly vision
and returned at once to his home church in
Antioch to make ready for his journey fur-
ther afield. They were eagerly welcomed by
friends of the church, who experienced the
high exaltation of reunion with their leaders.
During a season of fasting and prayer, many
received illumination of the Holy Ghost.
They could read in the cosmic scrolls some-
thing of the great work awaiting their be-
loved Master Paul who, now embarking
upon his spiritual adventure, his divine



Western Wisdom Bible Study

Apostolate, no longer bore the name of Saul.
Henceforth he was to be known as Paul, the
greatest of all evangelists.

SAUL BECOMES PAUL

Each picture in the life of Paul evidences
a specific phase of occult development. Such
a progression marks the life of every aspirant
who attains to Paul’s exalted status. Saul,
the persecutor of Stephen, bears little resem-
blance to Paul, author of a divinely inspired
Song of Love. It was because of the transfor-
mation in character and consciousness that
the name of this eager, ardent spirit was
changed from Sau/ to Paul. Esoterically,
names are but numerical expressions of
spiritual ideas. Saul of Tarsus is far removed
in consciousness from the Paul who penned
in his final Epistle to Timothy, ‘‘I have
fought a good fight, I have finished my
course, I have kept the faith.”’

Saulos, a famous Jewish name, and
Paulos, a Latin name of Greek origin and
form, symbolize the two natures of the man:
the lower (degeneration) and the higher (re-
generation). Saul of Tarsus, the intolerant
and revengeful persecutor, came out of his
experiences as Paul, the New Man. The
Adam in him died and the Christ was born
within. His ambition became humility. His
bigoted sectarianism was transformed into an
all-embracing fellowship and compassion.
His intense zeal of race expanded into love
for all humanity. His brilliant future was sac-
rificed for a career of persecution and renun-
ciation; honors and adulation were gladly
exchanged for scourgings and imprisonment.
He willingly renounced all this world of-
fered that he might become even as the least
among the Apostles of Christ, ‘‘If by any
means I may . . . save some of them.”’

After this transcendental experience
which came to Saul on the journey towards
Damascus his name was changed from Saul
to Paul. It will be noted that in this change

261

of names it is only the first letter of each
name that is changed. In other words, ‘‘P”’
is substituted for *‘S.”” It is always the begin-
ning letter of a name that carries the princi-
ple intonation which makes harmony or in-
harmony. It is for this reason that many per-
sons sensing this inharmony change their
names. ‘S’’ in the Hebrew alphabet is the
letter “‘Samech,’’ and this letter means to be
tried and purified by fire. The Tarot de-
scribes this letter in the following words:
‘““When thou hast been purified by fire,
then the beauty of thy gold will shine forth
that all men may observe the Divine Light
which is within you.”” The letter ‘‘P”’
in the Hebrew alphabet is ‘‘Phe.”’ This is
symbolized by the eight pointed star. Eight is
the numeral representing tremendous spirit-
ual power and the Tarot description for the
letter ‘‘Phe’’ is found in the words: ‘‘Man
liveth not by bread alone but by all that pro-
cedeth from the letter ‘Phe’.”’ Thus it may
be observed how accurately the spiritual
development is described as the name of Saul
has been changed into Paul. Saul had literally
been tried and purified by fire, and as Paul,
the heights of his spiritual consciousness had
become so increased that words of living
power poured forth from him and his letters
and Epistles bear the inspiration of this living
bread of life that will endure as long as civili-
zation shall endure upon the Earth; for Paul
belongs not to any one age or time, but he
belongs to all ages and to all times.

Paul placed mystic keys in each of his
Epistles as an aid to all disciples who enter
upon the way. Fourteen of the twenty-seven
Books comprising the New Testament testify
to the work of this great evangelizer. ‘‘Every
letter of Paul is a picture of Paul,’’ says
Adolf Deissman.

As before stated, Paul’s experiences in
super-physical realms for three days and
nights left their impress in various ways on
each page of his Epistles, every letter of
which spells immortality and every page
glows with the splendor of Life Eternal. Fach
one contains both an inner and an outer
message. Each has ‘‘milk for the babes and
meat for the strong men.’’
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Anmal

Experience

Elman Bacher

his discourse is presented for the consid-

eration of students who in their studies
often make inquiries regarding the horo-
scopes of animals. These inquiries are, of
course, perfectly legitimate and germane to
a familiar factor of life-experience — one
which is of great interest and concern to
many people.

Because astrology is essentially a study
of consciousness, as a vibratory science it is
applicable to any form or plane of life and the
consciousness which ensouls and informs
that life. If our knowledge of astrology, per
se, were greatly extended beyond its present
scope we could — all other factors being
equal — do the horoscope of individual ani-
mals as we do those of individual humans.
We could do the horoscopes of planets, solar
systems, and galaxies as well as those of mi-
nute forms of life which inhabit this planet.
When astrology is apprehended as being the
study of those principles or laws by which all
consciousness evolves, then its useful appli-
cation to life throughout the cosmos may be
perceived by correspondence with the life we
know as humans.

However, and here is the rub, in order
to comprehend the astrology of other life-
forms and life-waves, we have to know the
consciousness pertaining to those forms and
waves. We can observe and study the evi-
dences of other types of consciousness than
our own but we, being particularly and pecu-

liarly ‘‘Earthian’’ humans, cannot compre-
hend the planes of consciousness to which
other forms, sub-human and super-human,
are aligned. In fact, many humans have but a
dim and distorted comprehension of the con-
sciousness of fellow-humans! Animal-life is
informed from a different center than are we.
Given that we humans are much more auto-
nomous and the animals are much more
completely under specialized guidance.

It has been told us that of the sub-
human evolutionary lines, those that are
now mammalian will make their higher evo-
lution through the human pattern. Thus, it
is not only of interest but of great importance
that we learn to spiritualize our awareness
of, and relationship with, the members of the
animal kingdom. They are fraternal to us as
inhabitants of this planet and we, as the
higher evolutionary expression have a deci-
ded responsibility to them, as older brothers
and sisters have to younger ones in a family
— the correspondence in relationship is al-
most exact.

Therefore, though we cannot do the
charts of animals, we can study our own
charts in reference to our experiences with,
and feelings about, sub-human life and
thereby expand our consciousness of evolu-
tion on this planet. Using the astrological
factors that we do use, a chart calculated for
the birthtime of, for example, a pet kitten or
pup would picture the significance of the ani-
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mal to our experience. The same would apply
to the timing of our decision to bring a new
pet into the home, or any animal into our
personal experience. In the latter case, moti-
vation and purpose would represent the key-
notes of the astrological reading; that chart
being correlated with our natal chart would
picture the interrelated factors of the exper-
ience we might have with the animal. A
chart calculated for the time when we select
the animal could indicate basic points con-
cerning the suitability of the animal to our
purpose. Many people find that their rela-
tionship with an animal opens up a re-
markably significant experience, and these
experience possibilities are what we will
study.

Individual human relationship con-
sciousness is no respecter of persons or
things. A man may love his wife and children
with tender, solicitous devotion, but if his
relationship consciousness contains an area
of hatred, fear, or prejudice toward another
man — or other persons — who happens to
be of another race or nationality, his rela-
tionship consciousness is not clear or pure. A
woman may fulfill the requirements of her
professional work with unwavering conscien-
tiousness, but if her attitude toward her
colleagues — or a colleague — is tainted with
envy or false superiority, then her relation-
ship consciousness toward her profession is
correspondingly tainted.

Many such hypothetical illustrations
may be considered. The point to keep in
mind is this: our relationship with another
person is primarily qualified by our feeling
about him or her and that area of feeling is
ignited by vibratory contact with the person.
In other words, other people symbolize
qualities of consciousness to us because by
the action of vibratory sympathy, any person
can serve to stimulate any point of feeling in
our relationship consciousness. We, until we
gain true understanding, tend to identify the
person with the quality stimulated in our
relationship consciousness. When we have
gained relationship wisdom, we know that
our reactions of an unpleasant nature are to
be transmuted into the spiritual potency of
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good-will (Love). Therefore, all points in
relationship consciousness which we identify
as hatred, envy, jealousy, fear, false superi-
ority, tyranny, etc., may be apprehended as
being materials to use for transmutative
exercise. The fact that many, many people
have proven the law of good-will through
their transmutative efforts may be ascer-
tained by a few moments of considered
thought.

Any magnetic focus of relationship at-
traction can be utilized to intensify existing
negatives in consciousness or to nurture the
already evolved regenerative qualities. And
“‘relationship’’ is your viewpoint of yourself
in vibratory alignment with any other per-
son, any creature, thing, activity, event,
endeavor, or environment. Your natal horo-
scope performs its greatest service to you in
picturing to you your basic tendencies of
viewpoint in relationship consciousness.
Truthfully to apprehend these tendencies
and the ways of right fully using them is to
obtain the master key to all other phases of
studying your chart. The evolution of the
Consciousness of Humanity is furthered in
direct proportion as each human learns
rightfully to align himself in relationship to
fellow humans and fellow creatures.

Note carefully the last fifteen words of
the previous sentence. That which is now
was determined by that which was; that
which is to be will be determined by that
which is now. Each human of the present
period of Earth manifestation was at one time
in the ‘‘animal status.”’ Each creature now
is potentially a human. In no absolute sense
is a human superior to an animal. The
difference is simply one of evolutionary
timing. The truth of this statement will be
instantly perceived from considering the fact
that all Initiates, Masters, and Adepts — the
spiritual vanguard of present Humanity —
serve by inspiring and encouraging our spi-
ritual unfoldment and progress. If they,
using an absurd hypothesis, were related to
us by ‘“absolute superiority,”” why would we
be encouraged in any way at all to ‘‘walk the
path they have trod?’’ If we were related
to creatures by an ‘‘absolute superiority,’’
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there would be no impulse in the human
heart to improve the conditions of creatures,
there would be no inspirational impetus to
love them. Yet, many humans love creatures
with unselfish and sympathetic devotion. Is
that not in itself proof that we inwardly know
that creatures will walk the path we are now
treading? The realization, by a human, of
his con-fraternity with creatures is a high
peak in the course of his evolutionary so-
journ. It is a tremendous expansion of his
consciousness of Love, and such a point in
experience is inevitably attended by an in-
creased apperception of the nature of Divine
Love.

Every position and aspect in your natal
chart can be studied as representing a phase
of, or tendency in, your relationship-con-
sciousness. Therefore your attitudes toward,
and feelings about, sub-human life are also
pictured by these horoscope factors. Since
relationship with sub-human life is inextrica-
bly interwoven into the fabric of human evo-
lutionary experience, we will consider this
subject as it is abstractly portrayed by the
Great Astrological Mandala. For cross-ref-
erence, create a copy: The twelve-housed
circle centered by the traditional symbol for
the Sun; Aries as Ascendant sign with thirty
degrees of each sign to each house; the
planetary rulers of the signs appropriately
placed in the houses they rule. This is the
abstract horoscope of humanity, of which
your natal horoscope is an individualized
variation.

To enter into a deeper sensing of the
con-fraternity of humans and creatures, we
will first consider the diameter Sagittarius-
Gemini, the signs on the ninth and third
houses of the Great Mandala, which are
ruled respectively by Jupiter and Mercury.
Jupiter, in the cosmic sense, is the Principle
of Organic Function and the Principle of
Hierarchy. It is that power of Divine Mind
by which every factor of an archetype is con-
ceived in perfect relationship with every
other factor, for function, expression and
use. (It is the considered opinion of the
author that Venus, as ruler of Libra, is exal-
ted in Sagittarius; its exaltation in Pisces
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derives from its rulership of Taurus.) As the
Principle of Organic Function, Jupiter repre-
sents the growth of parts of a thing in terms
of their purpose and in terms of interrelation-
ship with the other parts of the same thing.
As the Principle of Hierarchy, Jupiter repre-
sents the interrelated function of things in
terms of relative intelligence or relative sus-
ceptibility to the forces of intelligence.

In these terms is seen the placement of
parts of a thing in relation to other parts
corresponding to affinity with directive in-
telligence. Sagittarius is polarized by Gemi-
ni, the third sign of the Great Mandala in
counter-clockwise sequence from Aries, the
zodiacal significator of the root of fraternal
consciousness. Fraternal consciousness is
that apperception of parallelity or correspon-
dent similarity in relationship. All the cells
of your body are fraternal to each other,
being cell-parts of the same body, but the
cells of both your eyes are fraternal by spe-
cialization. All inhabitants of this planet are
fraternal to each other, quadrupeds are
specially fraternal to each other, birds are
specially fraternal, etc. Each specialization
has further specialization but all specializa-
tions are grouped in the unity of Earthian
Inhabitant. The planets of our system are fra-
ternal to each other and our system is
specially fraternal to the six other systems
which comprise our immediate galaxy. On
whatever plane of dimension you care to con-
sider, organic function in terms of hierarchy
and fraternity is illustrated. That means that
the human’s consciousness of fraternity is
not complete until he has perceived the value
of this interrelated togetherness on this
planet with all other creatures, sub-human
and super-human. A question naturally
arises from this point: what can we humans
do, and what must we do, concerning our
feelings about the inhabitants of other plan-
ets? This question can be solved by each hu-
man for himself, in due time.

Service is also a two-way thing. He who
desires to be well served must in his turn
serve well. Animal life has been utilized for
service by humans for countless ages of time
and in the abuse of service-principles, man
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has engendered much uncomfortable karma.
The sixth house and the sign Virgo symbol-
ize the human’s consciousness of the princi-
ple of service. It is externalized by his exper-
iences as a server and by his relationships
with those who serve him, animal as well as
human. Animal life has been and is sacrificed
to serve as food for the human kingdom, but
what of the human who abuses the (uncon-
scious) service of animal-life by senseless,
wanton destructiveness? The sixth house is
polarized by the twelfth house and the sign
Pisces. Can you see the possibility that many
humans, through an act of uncontrolled
passion in this life, spend many years con-
fined in prison as a karmic result of malicious
destruction of, or hurt to, sub-human life in
a previous incarnation? Malice and destruc-
tiveness are in consciousness and whether
they are directed in action toward humans or
toward sub-humans does not invalidate the
karmic potency.

Life, through some means or other, pro-
vides restraint for those who have, by action,
proven themselves unqualified to enjoy free-
dom. Therefore, if you contemplate the
purchase, or other means of admission into
your experience, of animal-life for service,
make it part of your project to give good ser-
vice to those who are to serve you. If you are
dependent on them for the fulfillment of
work programs, they are correspondingly de-
pendent on you for care and protection. If
your attitude toward your sub-human server
is one of respect — which is Love — you
will not fail your responsibility and it will
be enabled to perform its maximum of ser-
vice for you. Also, by mutual experience
in Love, you will further the creature’s evo-
lution in training and it will further your
mundane requirements without your engen-
dering retributive karma.

Many people give devoted care to crea-
ture companions who, at the same time,
reveal very limited and constricted attitudes
toward fellow humans. It would appear that
karma to the animal world is being expiated
by this type of life program. These persons
are being focalized in the present life on a
specialization of the consciousness of life and
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love. It is possible that only through express-
ing love to, and giving service to, their crea-
ture companions can these persons spiritual-
ly polarize their relationship-consciousness
so as subsequently to unfold richer and
higher apperceptions of respect and good-will
toward humans. This facet of human exper-
ience would be illustrated by the diameter
Leo-Aquarius being cross-polarized by the
diameter Scorpio-Taurus. The regeneration
of negative emotional residues, represen-
ted by Scorpio, being externalized by the
stewardship of the creature life, represented
by Taurus, is the way by which the tem-
porarily restrained Leo-Aquarius conscious-
ness of Love is inwardly re-polarized for sub-
sequent better releasement.

In conclusion, we will consider the sig-
nificance of the air trine to the relationships
of humans to creatures. Libra, cardinal-air,
ruled by Venus, is the apperception of rela-
tivity, the basic, essential core of relation-
ship-consciousness. It is the apperception
which makes it possible for any human to
realize relationship with sub-human, hu-
man, and superhuman life. Aquarius, the
fixed air-sign, ruled by Uranus, is the re-
source of impersonal, transcendental con-
sciousness of love by which a human realizes
an impulsion and a capacity to love life itself,
through any of its external forms. Aquarius
illustrates the love felt by Luther Burbank for
plant life, the love-bond which unites a blind
human to his or her seeing-eye dog. It is the
regenerated consciousness of love which u-
nites humans in groups to serve the further-
ing of sub-human welfare. Gemini, the mu-
table air-sign, ruled by Mercury, and ninth
sign from Libra, is the apperception of re-
lationship as fraternity — that en-wisdomed
consciousness of similarity by which humans
perceive their togetherness with other hu-
mans and any or all other forms of life. St.
Francis, the inspired and life-loving mystic
called all creatures by the terms brother or
sister. He knew that he was older brother to
those who crawl and fly and in loving them
as he did he apprehended God’s love for him.
May Light and Love permeate our conscious-
ness of all of our fellow in life.
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THE CHILDREN OF GEMINI, 1981

Birthdays: May 21 to June 20

he children of Gemini are wonderfully

mentally alert and bright, and have the
ability to express themselves clearly and to
the point. Conversation never lags when
they are present, in fact they are sometimes
given to monopolizing it entirely, but then
they are often so interesting that other peo-
ple are happy to listen. They learn quickly
and are very well informed on most subjects.
A good memory is usual also, provided the
horoscope is otherwise well-aspected.
Where there are serious afflictions the na-
tive may exhibit opposite characteristics
and may be, for example, inveterate chatter-
boxes, shunned by everybody who can
possibly get out of their way. The great
peint to remember with these children is
that they have the ability to express so their
parents are wise to do as much as possible
for them during childhood to mold the char-
acter in such a way that it expresses itself in
a manner congenial to others and to the
general benefit of the child and its surround-
ings.

The children of Gemini are, generally
speaking, of a very kind and friendly dispo-
sition and easy to get along with. They are
adaptable to other people and circumstances
to such an extent that they become all things
to all people, and because of this trait they

usually easily make friends and have few
enemies. These children love to travel and
move about from one place to another. They
are attracted to scientific or clerical activi-
ties as well as those professions connected
with the field of journalism and media, or
any other Mercurial fields.

From the moral point of view it is not so
good to have a flexible nature. The children
of Gemini are only too easily made victims of
flattery and therefore are apt to be led un-
consciously into paths of wrongdoing. The
parents of these children should hold before
them, consistently, the ideal of the straight
and narrow path and point out to them how
this path should be adhered to under any
circumstance.

The children of Gemini are very high-
strung and nervous and therefore are easily
worried and irritated, which is often reflec-
ted in their bodily health. To this extent
parents should take care not to demonstrate
temper or harsh reproof in order to help
them while they are young to learn to avoid
the tendency to be quick-spoken under
wrath, and to strengthen their moral consti-
tution in this respect.

Moderate outdoor exercise should be
made a part of the daily routine of these
children so that plenty of oxygen can be
taken into their bloodstream. This will help

[Continued on page 2751
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Readings for Subscriber's Children

Janelle J. M.
Born February 14, 1978, 8:35 P.M.
Latitude 21N19; Longitude 157W52.

With planets scattered throughout most
of the houses, this chart indicates a life of
many experiences in many different fields.
Cardinal signs on all the angles is a further
indication of a very active life.

The Sun is in the fixed-air sign Aquar-
ius, in the fifth house, conjunct Venus in
Pisces, trine the Cancer MC, trine retro-
grade Jupiter in Gemini in the 9th house,
but square the Moon in the first degree of
Gemini in the 8th, and opposition a retro-
grade Saturn in Leo in the 11th. This little
girl is basically of a rather shy, retiring
nature, but affectionate and constant in her
affections. With Libra on the ASC, she may
be interested in music and all the arts, and
with proper training could perform well in
those fields of endeavor. The conjunction of
Sun with Venus in Pisces adds to her artistic
and musical inclinations, as well as to her
general health and popularity with her asso-
ciates.

The position of Venus in Pisces denotes
a strong emotional nature, in this case a
helpful balance to the intellectual Aquarian
Sun. This native is capable of feeling or
yearning to help others who are in need.
Many people with this configuration are to
be found in charitable or prison work helping
to assuage the sorrow and suffering of others.
However, Janelle would do well to keep her
behavior circumspect or she may have
trouble through slander. The square to the
Moon also suggests the possibility of diges-
tive troubles and poor circulation. Hence
carefulness in diet and exercise are recom-
mended.

Mercury, planet of the mind, is also in
Aquarius, suggesting that the qualities of

originality and independence are a part of the
mental makeup. The sextile of Mercury to
Neptune in Sagittarius in the third house
points to a mind peculiarly adapted to the
occult art. Janelle should have no difficulty
in following the teachings of the Western
Wisdom School, and will find her life much
enriched if she does so when she reaches
maturity. Since Mercury squares Uranus,
she should guard against being erratic and
destructive at times. Her strong inner com-
passionate nature should be a great help in
controlling the wayward mind.

The Moon in the first degree of the airy
sign Gemini partakes to some degree of the
stability of the preceding sign, Taurus,
which is a helpful balance to the rather
flighty Gemini influence. Nevertheless,
there is a strong attraction to the intellectual
side of life, including both literature in
general and science in particular. The square
of Moon to Venus, Sun, and Saturn, points
toward lessons to be learned in connection
with marriage, children, and legacies. Janelle
should be taught to complete whatever pro-
ject she begins, but to consider carefully the
wisdom of any ventures she should wish to
participate in. The sextile of Moon to Mars
in Cancer in the 10th house adds to the vi-
tality and the ability to overcome hardships.
Courage, ambition, and resourcefulness are
also indicated.

Jupiter in Gemini in the 9th house, un-
afflicted and sextiling Saturn, trining Sun
and Venus, points toward an optimistic,
broad, and tolerant mind, with an interest in
religion. There is a love for travel and pleas-
ure and gain from it. Jupiter is retrograde in
this chart, though, so its full influence will
be manifested only if encouraged by the atti-
tude and actions of this native.

This child is bright and impressionable,
and with proper parental training should live
a very gainful life on the spiritual path.
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Daniel S. O.
Born November 16, 1971, 6:06 A.M.
Latitude 41 N, Longitude 74 W.

This chart shows a strong grouping of
planets in the 11th, 12th, 1st, and 2nd
houses, indicating that destiny will have
strong play in the life.

The Sun and Moon are both in the
fixed-water sign Scorpio, which rises, and
fixed signs are also on all the other angles.
This is a very fixed individual, and it will not
be easy for him to cultivate the adaptability
which is essential to spiritual progress. How-
ever, if he is brought up with a proper re-
spect for right action, and a determination to
progress, he will certainly forge ahead.

The solar orb in Scorpio suggests great
energy, courage, and independence. The
mind is active, and success in a martial occu-
pation, such as surgery or soldier is indica-
ted. Since there is no aspect to the Sun in this
chart, except the square to the MC, there is
not as much of the drive as would come from
favorable aspects. But the qualities of the
Scorpio influence are increased by the pres-
ence of the Moon in this sign, and also by the
fact that Scorpio is on the ASC. Altogether,
there is plenty of the Scorpio influence, and
this native will do well to cultivate the gen-
tler qualities to balance the strong martial
influence. The trine of Moon in the 12th to
Mars in Pisces in the 4th adds courage and
independence, but since Mars squares Sat-
urn and Neptune, there is apt to be a dis-
agreeable side to the nature unless curbed
in early years. Care to avoid conditions favor-
ing fevers and inflammatory diseases should
be a primary endeavor in the daily life, as
well as conditions which might lead to acci-
dent or fire in the home.

Venus in Sagittarius in the 2nd con-
juncts Mercury (in the 2nd) and Jupiter (in
the 1st). This configuration denotes benevo-
lence of character, a strong urge toward
good-will among men, and this is an excel-
lent configuration pointing toward opti-
mism, sympathy, and generosity. The ima-
gination and intuition are favored, and all
this is a strong counter-foil for the martial
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side of the nature. Venus sextiles Uranus in
Libra in the 11th, too, indicating mental
alertness, quick intuitive perception, and a
love for art, music, and poetry. The 11th
house position of Uranus suggests many
friends of an advanced nature who will be of
benefit and assistance.

Mercury, being in close conjunction
with Venus, and therefore also in Sagittarius
and sextile to Uranus, points toward a noble
mind of a religious and philosophical turn.
This is especially fortunate for this child, for
it indicates a mentality that, while indepen-
dent and unconventional, will not lead into
paths contrary to the accepted paths of moral
usage and conduct. There are apt to be bat-
tles between the emotions and the intellect at
times, but Daniel is well equipped mentally
to hold to the higher path. He will enjoy
travel, seeing the sights of nature, and inves-
tigating the ways of and customs of strange
people, as well as of animals.

Daniel’s earning capacity is good, as in-
dicated by Venus and Mercury in the second
house, but he needs to learn that there is re-
sponsibility attached to material possessions,
to using material means with wisdom and
care.

Saturn, the great teacher, is posited in
Gemini in the 7th house, is retrograde and
squares Mars, trines Pluto, opposes Nep-
tune. Here is to be found very probably the
area of life — partnership — which will offer
the most opportunities for soul growth. He
should make special effort all through life to
live up to his highest promptings in all part-
nership relations. By doing this he will have
accomplished a great hurdle in this life and
be ready for another incarnation where better
partnership conditions will exist.

... It should always be kept in mind that
the stars impel but do not compel. . . . Good
or evil configurations are not the result of
chance or luck, but are the product of our
own past acts. . . .

— Max Heindel



An Astrologer

Talks with
Three Archangels

Jonah Michaels

hen making astrological interpreta-

tions there is much confusion about
the nature of planets, particularly Saturn,
Mars, and Mercury. Saturn may be consid-
ered a cruel obstructor, Mars an instigator of
discord, and Mercury a reflector of worry
and nervous tension. Using a little imagina-
tion let us speak with Cassiel, Samael, and
Raphael the ambassadors from Saturn, Mars
and Mercury respectively. These are Arch-
angels who work with Christ to help man-
kind evolve.

Astrologer: Cassiel, in representing
Saturn on Earth, what is the purpose of the
crystallizing and obstructing effects which
Saturn has on humanity?

Cussiel: Saturn’s purpose is not really
to be crystallizing and obstructing. He brings
to the human consciousness the inner reali-
zation of the Law of Cause and Effect. Unfor-
tunately, at the present time people perceive
Saturn negatively because they are really ig-
norant of the Law of Cause and Effect. Just
the other day I observed a man have a heart
attack. He worked as a business executive for
thirty years. He was quite dedicated and re-
sponsible. His difficulty came from his denial
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of the spiritual aspects of life. His work con-
sisted of manufacturing material goods, and
he believed that the world consists of nothing
but matter. When people sought his emo-
tional support he would send them away with
money. He could not tolerate the mistakes of
his employees. Their mistakes, he felt, were
a reflection upon himself, and were therefore
embarrassing to him. Since he could not tol-
erate his own errors he could not deal with
errors his workers might make. As a result
he was gradually cut off from the etheric flow
of energy from the Sun. He closed himself off
from the flow because of his attitude. He
most feared having his business fail.
Circumstances within his business forced
him to work closely with the Vice Presi-
dent of the company. The Vice President
had developed within his character love and
patience which the President lacked. The
Vice President ran the spiritual side of the
business. As long as the two worked together
the business was successful. However, the
President was inwardly jealous of the Vice
President’s capacity to respond to personnel
problems and his ability to inspire workers.
Out of this jealousy developed a long-term
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feud which ended when the Vice President
moved to another company.

This was the last straw for our business-
man. With the loss of his right-hand man his
fear of failure became so intense that his
inner crystallization accelerated. For eight
months he was given time to change his atti-
tude. Finally at a time when his vitality was
at a low ebb and his receptivity to higher
ethers also reached a critical low point the
heart attack occured.

Saturn teaches humanity that for good
or evil, men reap the effects of their own be-
havior. When humanity truly understands
that they are responsible for their own limi-
tations, they will be able to free themselves
from the bondage of the material world.

Astrologer: Samael, why does Mars
produce so much hostility and discord?

Samael: Open hostility and fighting is
only the outer manifestation of a serious
inner discord which humanity has yet to
overcome. When mankind was given the
force of desire to energize their actions it was
not anticipated that so many people would
keep it bottled up inside themselves. In their
daily lives people put such little effort into
their work. When work is performed in a
dedicated, generous fashion, the colorful
energy that flows through the body is infused
into the surrounding environment as a uni-
tying force. Think of the energy which the
concert pianist transmits from his body to in-
strument to sound to audience. Think of the
energy which the craftsman transmits to his
product to make it beautiful, functional and
long lasting. It takes a great amount of ener-
gy to overcome the open hostility of another
person. The peace maker must radiate a
force of love equal to or greater than the
force of anger or hostility which he encoun-
ters. The energy he puts into his words
during a negotiation will require sufficient
force to reach the heart of his adversary.
Though the adversary may not then and
there respond to that love, in one way or
another the force of love will be felt.

When desire energy is not spent con-
structively it remains bottled up inside. It be-
comes a reservoir of emotion like an expand-
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ing balloon. When the balloon expands to the
point of bursting, an emotional explosion
occurs. The force is then radiated in a de-
structive manner.

When a person lives his life as a powder
keg of unspent emotional energy he is more
vulnerable to accidents, mishaps, fights,
and fits of passion. Murder and war are the
devastating effects of this misued force.
When man realizes the importance of direc-
ting personal energy into constructive chan-
nels that are beneficial to all mankind, he
will discover unimagined joy and inner
peace.

Astrologer: Raphael, how can Mer-
cury help mankind work constructively with
Saturn and Mars?

Raphael: Mercury brings to each per-
son a capacity for reasoning appropriate to
his stage of development. There are several
ways in which the beneficial use of the mind
is neglected. Let us take, for example, a
person experiencing a physical limitation
such as a heart attack. The mind in this case
may be often used as an instrument subser-
vient to the personality. The pain and fatigue
of the heart attack brings to the patient’s
mind fear, depression, and worry. His mind
dwells upon the ‘‘unfairness’’ of his situa-
tion, speculates upon the worst things that
will happen, and creates a shell of gloom,
fear, and withdrawal.

When used constructively the mind
enables men and women to discover the Law
of Cause and Effect as it applies to them-
selves. They may learn from the experience
of others. They may study their own lives
and analyze where they have been wrong,
and look for the good in themselves and
others to give themselves hope and under-
standing.

‘When the mind is passive it is used as an
instrument to collect sensory impressions.
When in one life a person has expressed his
desire energy in a destructive manner to the
detriment of his family and friends, he may
be born into this life with a nervous system
which is hypersensitive. He receives in an
uncomfortable manner the negative expres-
sions which he once expressed. In this way
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his mind is sensitized to the need for con-
trolling the emotions.

At this time humanity’s mental devel-
opment is being stimulated by the prolifera-
tion of knowledge. Some people devote them-
selves to knowledge at the expense of emo-
tion. A gifted child will be given tremendous
educational advantages. He or she may
become specialized in a field of science, lit-
erature or art. Yet this gifted person remains
emotionally immature and eventually feels
unsatisfied and unhappy because the mind
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