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Not Ours To Own

Nothing in this world can we own
No body, thing or gold,

Nothing is ours to unfold

But God, the Christ within.,

For it is true that all we see is God*s
And not our own

And all we reap

Or all we keep

Is from His law and what we’ve sown.

So nothing in this world can we own
No body, thing or gold,

Nothing is ours to unfold

But God, the Christ within.

We may spend all our time
Clasping, grasping, Saying mine,
But when the time

On earth has flown,

And the other side is nigh,

The world and all its glitter dies

And we reap the spirit of what we’ve
sown.

For nothing in this world can we own
No body, thing or gold,

Nothing is ours to unfold,

But God, the Christ within.

Yet all is ours

and all is His

For we are part of Him that is,

for in the spirit we keep all

That in the spirit we nuave grown.
This is where our reaping is:

From seeds of spirit we have sown.

Nothing in this world can we own,

No body, thing or gold,

Nothing is ours to unfold

But God, the Christ within.
——Michael Miles

Noel

Star-dust and vaporous light, —
The mist of worlds unborn, —

A shuddering in the awful night
Of winds that bring the morn.

Now comes the dz vn: the circling Earth;
Creatures that fly and crawl;
And Man, that last, impexial birth;
And Christ, the flower of all.
—Richard Watson Gilder

Be At One With Him

Sift the beauty of the feathered snow!
Ease the clamour, quell the turbulence
Of nations unresolved, of peoples locked
In ideologies and iron creeds!

Absorb the blessing of the winter
stillness.

Look upon the wonder of a Babe
Asleep within the stall — the gentle One.
Center all your thoughts upon the Christ!
Be at peace, at one with Him tonight,
For He is the Answer —
He is the Love —
He is the Light.

—— Marguerite Arabel Wing



EDITORIAL

The Stranger Within

We walked down the steep mountain trail in the dim greenness of

closely pressing trees. ‘‘In the spring this is a mountain of flowers,
these are all flowering trees,”’ said our friend. Now we saw just ordinary
trees. Lovely, but similar to many other hillsides. There was nothing to
hint of the splendor that appears at the proper season.

At most seasons of our lives we too are quite ordinary. Sometimes
lovely with new growth, sometimes barren and lifeless appearing in our
winters of dormancy.

Our dormant periods are important too. It is then that our forces are
gathered and concentrated while we consolidate our gains before entering
into a new cycle of expansion.

How we love the times when new beauty bursts upon us and we feel
a surge of flowering and growth within us! Such a time is our first
realization that the Christ dwells within even us. This is our own true
Christmas. We hear the singing of angels, while becoming aware of the
lowly stable in which He is born. We alternate between adoration of Him
and consternation at our unworthiness.

From this day our lives are changed. The winters are never again
quite so bleak. With care and devotion we nurture this infant awareness,
that the young Child may wax and grow strong. At an early age we find
Him teaching in the temple, and listen in amazement at the things He
reveals to us.

“If we have heretofore despaired of our ability to work for Christ,
then let this despair pass, for has He not said, ‘Greater works than
these shall ye do’? Would He who was the Word of truth have said such
things if it were not possible to realize them? All things are possible
to them that love God. If we will really work in our own little sphere,
not looking for the greater things until we have done the work close at
hand, then we shall find that a wonderful soul growth may be attained,
so that the people who are round about us shall see in us something
which they may not be able to define but which will nevertheless be
patent to them —~ they shall see that Christmas light, the light of the
new-born Christ, shining within our sphere of action.”’ Mystical Inter-
pretation of Christmas.

As He grows in strength and maturity, we find that now He is caring
for us. He who seemed at first a Stranger within, is now recognized as
the beloved Son. And the government is upon His shoulders.
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The Legend

he legend is told of a King and His

sons. The eldest was called the
White Prince because he always wore a
pure white robe which shone like silver.
The King was so gentle and loving it
was impossible to tell how great His
love was. The sons also were good and
loved their Elder Brother, the White
Prince, very dearly. They always looked
to Him for wise counsel and help in the
work they did for their Father, the King.

The King’s palace shone with
wondrous brightness; there were no

shadows at all, because the King and
His sons shed a golden light where
ever they went, due to their great love
for everyone. In their glorious country
Light was caused by Love.

Although it may seem strange, the
King of Love had countless other
children. That they might live happily
and work for Him, He gave them good
homes, supplying all their needs., These
homes were called Stars,

The King’s bright palace was in

of Christmas

the center of all the star-homes, enabling
the King and His sons to watch over
and guide the younger families so dear
to them. Every day the Father-King
shed long rays of love-light on the star
homes which gave strength to the
children, helping them in their work.
The King always knew when the star-
children were good and tried to please
Him, for then the star-homes shone
brightly; but if they were disobedient
and selfish, the star-homes became dim.
On one of these stars, a certain family
was given some important work to do.
The King was most anxious that they
do it well and learn to love Him dearly;
He would then make princes of them and
take them to live with Him in His own
beautiful palace.

One day, as the King and His sons
were walking upon the palace roof
looking out upon the star-homes, a
troubled look passed over the faces of
all of them. The King said with great
calmness: ‘““Dear sons, I am afraid all
is not well; one of my star-homes is not
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shining so brightly today.” A sad
silence followed because it was the
star where the important work was being
done for the King. Each day they looked,
but every day the star grew dimmer.
Time passed and the star-home did not
brighten. The faces of the King and
His sons became very sad when they
looked at what they now called the
““Sorrowful Star.’”’

Something had to be done to show
these children they were not pleasing
their Father. The King and His sons
pondered how help could be sent, be-
cause the exceeding dimness of the star
showed that the children had for gotten
their Father-King and ceased to love
Him.

One day, as the King and the
Princes were sitting thinking about
what could be done, the King spoke:
““‘Beloved sons, a messenger is needed
to go to the Star of Sorrow to show these
children how ungrateful and forgetful
they are, and to teach them how to do
their work to please me. Which of you,
my sons, will do this for me?’’ He
asked sadly. Before anyone else could
reply, the White Prince stood up, a
lovely smile lighting up His face.
On His breast, right over His heart,
was a white rose. In its purity it shone
like a diamond in all directions, shedding
such a wondrous light that the other
Princes bowed their heads in love and
adoration.

Slowly He raised His arms, and as
He did so His body gleamed like a cross
of silver. Speaking in a sweet, calm
voice He said, ‘‘Father, if it is Thy
will, prepare me a body and 1 will go to
help those erring children of the Sorrow-
ful Star.”” A shade of sadness rested
for a moment on the King’s face, followed
immediately by a glorious smile of love-
light.

“‘Beloved son,”” He replied, “It is
My will that you shall go, but you will
stay there a long, long time. That star
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will be your prison house. Love alone
will set you free.”

Now a very strange thing happened:
while the King and the other Princes
were gazing in admiration on that
shining cross-like body, they saw a
change come over it. The arms became
two outstretched wings, and gradually
there appeared before them a dove-like
form of dazzling purity. Silently it
floated out into space, taking its flight
in the direction of the Star of Sorrow.
Soft strains of wondrous music filled
the air, falling upon the ears of the
silent watchers as they gazed upon the
beloved son and brother until He became
lost to sight on His pilgrimage of Love.

Let us now look to the Sorrowful
Star to see how the children there be-
came aware of the coming of the White
Prince.

“*And there were in the same country
shepherds abiding in the field, keeping
watch over their flocks by night.

‘*And, lo, the angel of the Lord came
upon - them, and the glory of the Lord
shone round about them; and they were
sore afraid.

““And the angel said unto them: ‘Fear
not: for, behold, 1 bring you good
tidings of great joy which shall be to
all people.

‘“ ‘For untc you is born this day in the
city of David a Saviour, which is Christ
the Lord,

* *And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye
shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling
clothes, lying in a manger.’

““And suddenly, there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God, and saying:

“ ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, good-will toward men.’
‘“And it came to pass, as the angels
were gone away from them into heaven,
the shepherds said one to another;
‘Let us now go even unto Bethlehem,
and see this thing which is come to
pass, which the Lord hath made known
unto us.’

**And they came with haste, and found
Mary, ond Joseph, and the babe lying
in a manger.

‘““And when they had seen it, they made
known abroad the saying which was
told them concerning the child,
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‘*And the shepherds returned, glorifying
and praising God for all the things that
they had heard and seen, as it was told
unto them.” John 1:14:

‘“And the Word was made flesh, and
dwelt among us, and we beheld His
glory, the glory as of the only begotten
Son of the Father, full of grace and
truth.”’

Then as the years passed, the mes-
sage given to the children of the Sorrow-
ful Star was: ‘““This is my commandment,
That ye love one another, as I have
loved you.” John 15:12

Also: “Greater love hath no man
than this, that a man lay down his life
for his friends.”” John 15:13

It is true that very few of us are
called upon to make the supreme sacri-
fice of laying down our lives for our
friends, yet we are asked to give portions
of our lives each day. This we may do as
our gift of Love to the Prince of Peace.

Love has so many means of expres-
sion. When passed through a spectrum
we find “Love suffereth long,” being
expressed as Patience: Love passive;
Love waiting to begin; not in a hurry;
calm; ready to do its work when the
summons comes, but in the meantime
wearing the omament of a meek and
quiet spirit. “Love suffers long; beareth
all things; believeth all things; hopeth
all things.” For love understands and
therefore waits. ‘“‘And is kind.”” Kindness
is love in action. Have you ever noticed
how much of Christ Jesus’ time was
spent in merely doing kind things? He
spent the greater portion of His time
in helping others. The greatest thing we
can do for the Prince of Peace is to be
kind to others. How instantaneously it
reacts, paying in superabundance. There
is no debtor so honorable as Love:
Love never faileth, Love is success,
Love is happiness, Love is Life.

The poet Browning writes: ‘‘Love
is the energy of life.”” Where Love is,
there God is. “We shall pass this way
but once. Any good thing therefore we
can do, or any kindness we can show to
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anyone, let us do it now. Let us not
delay nor neglect it, for we shall not
pass this way again’® — for a long time.

‘“Love envieth not.”” That is Gener-~
osity. This is where Love competes
with others. Whenever we attempt a good
work we find others doing the same kind
of work and probably doing it better.
Envy them not, for that is a feeling of
ill-will to those who are in the same line
as ourselves.

‘““Love vaunteth not itself, is not
puffed up.” This is Humility, which
teaches us to put a seal on our lips and
forget what we have done. After we have
been kind, after Love has stolen forth
into the world and done its beautiful
work, we must go back into the shade
again and say nothing about it. Love
hides from itself., Love even waives
self-satisfaction.

‘““Love doth not behave itself
unseemly.” That is really Courtesy —
Love in relation to society, to etiquette.
Politeness has been defined as love in
trifles. Courtesy is said to be love in
little things. And the one secret of
politeness is to Love. Robert Bumns is
referred to as the truest gentleman
because he loved everything — the
mouse, the daisy, and all things great
and small — that God had made. There-
fore, with such a passport he could
mingle in any society. We know the
meaning of the word gentleman — it
means a gentle man, a man who does
things gently with love. The gentle
man cannot in the nature of things do
an ungentle thing.

“Love seeketh not her own.”” This
is Unselfishness. Man is devoted to
his rights, and rightly so, but there
comes a time when we may exercise the
higher right even by giving up our rights.
Love would not have us seek our rights
at all. It would have us ignore them and
eliminate the personal element altogether
from our calculations. It’s not hard to
give up our rights. The most difficult
thing is to give up ourselves. ‘‘Look
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not every man on his own things, but also
on the things of others.”” The only great-
ness is unselfish love. Even self-denial
in itself is nothing. A great purpose or a
mightier love is something. Nothing is
a hardship to love. The most obvious
lesson in Christ’s teaching is that there
is no happiness in having or getting
anything, but only in giving and in
serving others. He who would be happy,
let him remember that it is more blessed
to give than to receive.

“Love is not easily provoked.”
This might well be expressed in the
words Good Temper. We’re all inclined to
look upon bad temper as a harmless
weakness. The Bible again and again
condemns it as one of the most destruc-
tive elements in human nature. Yet it is
often the one blot on an otherwise noble
character, This compatibility of ill
temper with a high, moral character is
one of the strangest and saddest prob-
lems of ethics. Want of patience, want of
kindness, want of generosity, want of
courtesy, are all symbolized in one flash
of temper. So it is not enough to deal
with temper. We must go to the source

and change the inmost nature. Then
angry humors will die of themselves.

Souls are made sweet by putting in
something great — a great love, a new
Spirit, the Spirit of Christ. Therefore,
“Iet this mind be in you which was
also in Christ Jesus.”” It is better not to
live than not to love.

““Thinketh no evil.”” This we may
speak of as being single-hearted. The
possession of this trait is the great
secret of personal influence. It will be
found, upon reflection, that the people
who influence us the most are the ones
who believe in us. Love, thinking no evil,
sees the bright side and puts the best
construction upon every action.

““Love rejoiceth not in iniquity, but
in truth.”” Sincerity is a great virtue.
We will accept only that which is real,
striving to get at facts, searching for
truth with a humble and unbiased mind,
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cherishing whatever
sacrifice.

Our great opportunity lies in having
these things fit into our lives by learning
to love. Life is full of opportunities;
each day finds many of them. How may
we love better? Practice is the only way,
just as in becoming a good artist, a good
musician, or in developing any other
talent. Practice is the main requirement.
We’ve named some of the elements of
Love, but Love itself cannot be defined.
Love is an effect. The cause is: we
love, because He first loved us. We
love the Christ for showing us the way.
Loving Him we become like Him and
Love begets Love.

A man once walked into the room
of a dying boy and, placing his hand
upon the boy’s head, said: ‘‘My boy, God
loves you,”” and went away. The boy
started from his bed, calling out to the
people in the house: ‘“‘God loves me!
God loves me!”” The realization that
God loved him re-charged the boy and
made him a new child. So also the love
of God makes man a new creature -
patient, humble, gentle, and unselfish.
There is no other way to beget Love.
There is no mystery about it. We love
others, we love our enemies, we love
everybody, because God first loved us.

May we enter into the Spirit of
Christmas at this time by bringing more
love into our own lives, as well asinto

the lives of others, thereby hastening
the day when the White Prince may be

released from His prison-house in the
Sorrowful Star. Then we may take up
the work assigned to us by the King.
We wish for each and every one:
The Heart of Christmas -
which is Love
The Spirit of Christmas —
which is Peace
The Gladness of Christmas —
which is Joy.

is found at any

e
Y =< ¥
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Toward Bethlehem

- 1975

s the Christmas season approaches,
Athe eyes of Christendom turn toward
a small village in southern Judea. High
dignitaries of the churches gather there
to celebrate, with great pomp and cere-
mony, the birth of a Child. Yet, in the
world outside and among the masses
of humanity, strange paradoxes martk the
general attitude toward this event. The
rank materialist looks upon the story
of Christmas Eve as a fable. To the
merchant, it is an opportunity for busi-
ness profit. Scientists speculate upon
the astronomical configuration that
formed the Star. The conforming religion-
ist gives it all lip service and worships
his own graven images. Most ordinary
good people have a sentimental attach-
ment to the holiday; it is, for them, a
time for happy sociability and the renew-
ing of family ties.

It is perhaps the greatest tragedy
of the age that, as a whole, the Bethle-
hem experience is regarded as something
beautiful that happened once and long
ago. There appears to be little “‘room”’
in the consciousness of modern man for
the Christ Mass as a personal reality
or for the realization of the power of
the Christ principle to permeate the
being of man and there bring forth his
own indwelling Christhood. However,
the tide is turning. There is an ancient
litany that runs:

Whenever there is a withering of the

law, then I'manifest myself.

Then will a newer light shine

forth. . . .

Adrienne Ashley

Then will new life course through

the veins of men.

Then will their vision encompass

all the ways of what may be.

There are those who hold that this
is word for our time. There is a growing
vanguard among humanity, increasing
in number all the time, who look with
faith and growing certainty toward the
future in this difficult period of transition
between an old age that is passing and
a new one that is forming. This is
because they know that the relinquish-
ment of many cherished forms and the
acceptance of much that seems strange
and undesirable both proceed under the
auspices of the Lord of Love and accord-
ing to the plan He laid down when He
walked among men.

Many — more than outer evidence
would indicate - are responding to a
new inflow of spiritual Love and Light
and permitting it to work its miracle
in the life. Even a superficial study of
the trend in human affairs reveals that
humanity is pressing forward toward
new dimensions of spiritual awareness.
The Spirit of man again stands before
Bethlehem’s gate invoking new light
upon God’s continuing revelation of
Himself. The Sun-Spirit, Christ, in the
terminology of Max Heindel, having, for
two thousand years, effectively permeated
the vehicle of Earth with His redeeming
power, will not be denied the consum-
mation of His purpose. Pierre de Chardin
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speaks significantly of an ‘‘explosion
toward God."’
Correspondences

Always, as students, we look to the
past that, by use of the law of correspon-
dence, we may better understand the
present and anticipate the future. There
are many similarities between the time
in which we live and that which wit-
nessed the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem.
The centuries immediately preceding
the Incarnation were stamped by cynical
disenchantment with established re-
ligious forms. The teachings were no
longer credible. They did not meet the
expanding needs of man. They starved
his Spirit. He stood, as it were, in a
vacuum between old securities that no
longer served and a new that had not
yet emerged. Plutarch spoke for the
Greeks, describing a mysterious voice
breathing out over the waters, ‘‘The
oracles are no more. In all the sacred
groves, silence and sadness dwells.
Great Pan is dead.”

Yet, in every land there did exist
widespread expectancy of a coming One
who would lift the burden of despair
and inspire new hope. And, in pre-
Christian Mystery Schools, especially
chosen neophytes celebrating the Winter
Solstice were undergoing experiences

with the Christ, symbolized as the
Midnight Sun, that prepared them to
recognize and serve Him when He

appeared in physical form.

The correspondences are evident,
for similar conditions call forth similar
events. What the ancients mourned
was the passing of outmoded concepts
of God and the outmoded forms in which
man worshipped Him. So it is today,
and we ask, ‘“What is passing? Is it the
creedal authority of a Church Militant,
dedicated to preserving its power at all
costs? Is it narrow, limited and fanatical
sectarianism?’’ If these are passing,
then this world, as that other world,
is content to have it so. The human
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Spirit, yearning toward God, reaps the
good from all forms but is greater than
any of them. Being greater, it must
inevitably outgrow them. Nothing can
arrest its progress, and the present
foment in things spiritual is but indica-
tion of this forward drive in an eternal
quest for a deeper, truer relationship
with Deity.

There have been many such cycles
in the long evolution of man. There will
be more before his goal of unity with
the Source is attained. They are always
marked by the human reaction to break
away from exhausted forms in the endeav-
or to find the freedom to worship God
by means of truths that the individual
discovers for himself.

Patten

Each fresh approach of man to
God - and God to man ~ has character-
istics in common. A pattern emerges.
Always, the revelation is two-fold.
First, there is always a revelation of
some hitherto un-realized aspect of the
nature of Deity, and then it follows that
there always comes some new and clearer
understanding of the nature of man and
his purpose on Earth.

The first revelation of God with
which we can identify is probably veiled
in the statement that He breathed a
spark of Himself into man and started
him on his evolutionary journey.

Much later, God released the concept
of Himself as Law. He could be reached,
He could be understood, a workable
relationship with Him could be establish-
ed through obeying His Laws. The
Lord Jehovah taught man, through
Moses and inspired leaders of other
ancient lands, to worship God through
the Laws by which He ruled the universe.
This was sufficient for a long time. It
is sufficient for many today.

Still later, other divinely over-
shadowed Messengers taught humanity
to approach God through the channel of
the illumined mind. Man learned to
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love and worship God as the Light of
divine Wisdom.

Finally, at that most critical moment
in human evolution, came Christ Jesus.
Divine God and perfected Man walked
the Farth. In His Being, He summed up
all previous revelations of Deity and
then gave the world an entirely new
concept. He called God ‘‘Father’’ and
taught that He is the loving Father God
to the whole race of men. He taught that
God loves the world — that it is not a
jungle, nor is man a beast, rending his
fellow kind in an effort to survive.
Instead, He taught that man is a Spirit,
potentially loving and basically good.
“I am the Way,”” He said and gave, in
precept and example, the steps man can
take to become identified with God — in
Love.

Love

Christ Jesus came to teach the
nature of love and how to love and that
love is the one ingredient that can solve
all problems, reconcile all differences,
end all conflict. Love is the one re-
quisite, the one panacea. When John,
Apostle of Love, grew very old, the
people asked him to epitomize all
wisdom. His answer was simple, “‘Little
Children, love one another.”’

Let us try to realize the revolution
in consciousness these concepts call
forth, even today. They bestow a name
of God that every man can accept and
call upon. They clarify the purpose of
life because they answer man’s search
for the one essential truth: namely, that
the goal of Earth and man’s highest
destiny is to be fulfilled in love. Nothing
less than the implementation of this
high destiny called forth the Incarnation
on Earth of divine Love.

Again, our eyes turn to the past.
Other conditions preceding the Incarna-
tion are strikingly similar to those in
the world today. Then, too, nations
walked dangerously amidst the fires
they had kindled. Then, too, there was
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frantic effort to balance power and
establish national security by means
of intrigue and unholy alliances. And
then, too, in the chaotic close of that
age, God spoke to the nations.

He spoke through the lips of the
prophet Isaiah to warn that there was
no hope in treaties, to be signed one
day and broken the next. He warned that
there was no secutity in expediency,
practiced at the price of principle, for
only that which was rooted in universal
law would survive the crisis: ‘‘Woe unto
them that go down to Egypt (the most
powerful nation in the ancient world) for
help but look not to the Holy One of
Israel. . .for the heavens shall vanish
like smoke and the earth wax old like
a garment, but the word of my God shall
endure forever.”

But to the awakened few, in a
vision that spanned two ages, the
prophet spoke words of promise. He
spoke of the birth of the divine Son
whose teachings were to take root in one
age and come to flower in the next. He
spoke of a far-off time when an upsurge
of love would find expression as a way
of life. In this expression, the Kingdom
of God, nurtured as a seed during the
centuries, would come to full manifesta-
tion. Swords would be beaten into plow-
shares to give food and an abundance of
all good things to the world of men.
Justice would well up as waters and
righteousness flow as a mighty stream.
Men would not study war anymore but
would live together in rightful brother-
hood.

Even as the eyes of the neophytes
in the ancient Mysteries turned to the
Midnight Sun that proclaimed the coming
Christ, so the eyes of aspirants today
turn to the words of Isaiah. It is upon
this promise that we base our hope. It
is the pattern of this new upsurge that
we would trace in the shadowy future,
In the words of Max Heindel: *“We look
beyond past and present jealousies of
warring sects to the shining age of
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universal brotherhood which will mark
the next great step of man’s progress on
his long and wondrous journey . . . .
‘from protoplasm to conscious unity with
the Father, that ope far off event to
which the whole creation moves.’ *’

Awareness

As the Angels sang at the first
Nativity, ‘‘Unto you is born this day the
Savior,” so will the new word from
heaven sound, ‘‘Unto you is born this
day the living reality of the Savior as
the Day Spring from on High, for that
which has been night has become day.”
The new revelation will be exoteric in
that it will be a ‘‘day’’ experience.
Great masses of people, not a chosen
few, will experience it and, by what
ever name it is called, know it for what
it is. Spiritual recognition of the living
Christ as the basis for the whole of life
will be its keynote.

Such awareness must be individual,
and it cannot happen all at once. It
comes gradually, and its power unfolds
as, through practice, steadfast effort,
and meditation, certain basic principles
begin to take their rightful place as a
foundation for living.

It begins as a gradual realization
that the words of the Christ, ‘Lo, I am
with you always,” are not idle words.
“With you always’” means that He
cannot come again from some far off
sanctuary, because He has never left us,
He lives, ‘‘closer than breathing, nearer
than” hands and feet’’ to the humanity
He loves. He lives, the overshadowing
Presence, in the affairs of men in every
far-flung corner of the globe, and He
lives as the intimate Presence in the
heart of every struggling pilgrim.

Inevitably, the result of spiritual
recognition of the living Christ will
bring man to new recognition of his own
nature. The first birth at Bethlehem
lifted him out of the dust of earthy
nature and revealed him to himself as a
loving spirit. The new recognition will
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awaken him to the truth of his immortal-
ity. Because Christ lives and lives in
man can there be doubt that man, also,
is immortal? And, because it is so for
one, it must be for all, for are we not
brothers, indeed, in Christ who lives
in us?

Finally, the new birth of realization
will add something vitally new to man's
concept of his Creator. Man has known
God as Law and Light and Love. He
will now be recognized as the essence
of Life — the one Spirit that is Life —
pervading all things. In the Age of
Aquarius, the Christ comes as water
bearer of the concept of more and abun-
dant life for a thirsty world.

When Christ Jesus said, in essence,
as He wept over Jerusalem, ‘“You will
not know me again until you learn to
find me in life.”” His words were proph-
etic of the coming age in which the
Kingdom of Heaven will be found on
Earth, rooted in recognition of God as
Life, God transcendent, of such magni-
tude that the heavens everywhere pro-
claim Him; God so intimately personal
that the least of the little ones can
know Him.

These living principles: (1) the ac-
tuality of the Spirit that is God in all
things; (2) the actuality that there is a
plan and purpose for life; (3) the living-
ness of the Christ, eternal guardian of
the souls of men; (4) the assurance that
He is in us all, our hope of glory; (5) the
immortal quality of the human Spirit;
(6) the brotherhood of man in a common
Fatherhood ~ these principles, so far
removed from creed and controversy, form
the pattern for the new humanity. It is a
humanity far along the journey of which
Max Heindel wrote. It now, in this Christ-
mas Season, 1975, stands before Bethle-
hem’s gate, pressing toward this birth
into a world of universal brotherhood,
higher ideals, deeper understanding, and
more enduring love.
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One Life’s Influence

ome years ago, in a Los Angeles

downtown cafeteria, one could step
away from its bustling activity onto a
lower level into a relaxed atmosphere
with soft background music. Here one
could meditate upon a life-like portrayal
of the artist Hofman’s painting, “‘In the
Garden,” in all its colorful beauty.
Later, one gradually became aware that
the surroundings were harmoniously
attuned with the painting, and, through
a nearby arch-way, there came into view
a huge scroll reading somewhat like
this:

“In the history of mankind, Jesus
of Nazareth is truly the most important
figure and, yet, none had a more lowly
birth.

‘“‘For three years He wandered
(never more than a few hundred miles
from His birthplace), teaching and shap-
ing people’s hearts to the service of
truth and love. His own people turned
against this Man Who taught that evil
may be overcome by good.

“He was denied by a close friend,
deserted by most, and betrayed for 30
pieces of silver by one He had be-
friended. He gave Himsclf over to His
enemies, was tried and condemned in
mockery, spat upon and lashed, nailed
to a cross between two thieves. He died
asking forgiveness for His persecutors,
while His executioners gambled for His

“Nearly 2000 years have passed,
but no one has ruled, or worked, or
served, or dreamed who has so touched
and influenced human life, He is the
ideal — the example — Who inspired the
noblest and the humblest of lives — the
great, wholesome, growing influence

A Probationer

in a world of blood and tears.

‘““He Who was without friend would
be Friend to all. Homeless, He dwells
in countless homes. Books on His life
fill libraries. His Gospels cover the
Earth, Songs and music fill the heavens
in His praise. Pictures, church steeples,
and monuments proclaim His influence.
Scholars, illiterates, rich men, beggars,
rulers and slaves . . . are all measured
by His life.”

The  Rosicrucian  Fellowship
Teachings reveal that Mary, the Mother
of Jesus, was an exceedingly pure type,
while His Father, Joseph, was an
Initiate of high degree. In this life
Joseph had devoted himsell entirely
to the occult path. When the time came
for a great teacher to incarnate among
us, Mary and Joseph were chosen to be
His parents.

Early Life

As a boy, Jesus was placed in
the school of the Essenes, people of
the most devout character. They stayed
in their own community and lived the
holy life as they saw it. Jesus was so
beautifully adapted to their way of
living that He soon knew more than they
did. Later, He went to a great Center
of Learning in Persia, in the huge
library of which He absorbed tremendous
occult knowledge, thus regaining what
He had learned in previous lives. At
the end of thirty years, He had so
cleansed and purified His body that it
could be taken over by the Great Being —
the Christ. While Jesus can be traced
(in the Memory of Nature) through many
incarnations, only one can be found of
the Christ and that when He incarnated
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in the body of Jesus.

It is the law of the Universe that
no being, however great, can build a
vehicle and function in a world that is
higher or lower than the worlds in which
he has learned to function. Thus it was
necessary for Jesus — in order to secure
the help of Christ for mankind ~ to give
up His body so that this Higher Being
could enter it. That took place when
Jesus was baptized in the River Jordan
by John the Baptist; for it was then that
the Christ Spirit entered Jesus’ body,
and a voice {rom heaven was heard to
say: ‘‘This is my well-beloved Son in
Whom I am well pleased.’”” In that way
Christ Jesus came as a help to-humanity.
Life Spirit

The unifying principle of our Solar
System is the Life Spirit and, therefore,
the Son — Christ — Who is to be the
unifying principle in the world ~ must
have that Life Spirit evolved, because
only by the power of Life Spirit can the
national tendency be overcome and
universal brotherhood of man be realized.

The life of Jesus, the man, and his
experiences, constitute the true spiritual
path of every student. None can reach
that high goal without paying the price
through crucifixion, through great sorrow
and self-denial, through service and
unselfish living.

Beatitudes

Of all the object lessons given by
Christ Jesus in simple language that
everyone understood, nowhere do we
find a more complete outline of what
should be the aititude of those who seek
to live ihe life than is to be found in
the 5th chapter of Matthew — the Beat-
itudes.

In examining these great truths
closely, we find:

Being poor in spirit is to be humble,
willing to set aside prejudice, the
present way - of life if necessary, or
anything that stands in the way of our
finding God, which is the Kingdom of

Heaven. In so doing, we develop
discrimination,

It very often happens that many of
us will not seek God until driven to do
so by sorrow and suffering. Then it is
that sorrow becomes a good thing. When
we endeavor to follow the Teachings of
Christ Jesus we have the promised
comfort.

As to meekness, we learn .
the man Moses was very meek, above
all men upon the face of the earth.”
(Numbers 12:3) The history of Moses’
life gives evidence of his faith in God -
of his willingness to do the will of
God even though it seemed new and
revolutionary. We recall the marvellous
work Moses did for his people, getting
them out of Egyptian bondage in the face
of tremendous difficulties. In fact, by
his teachings and works, he influenced
the entire subsequent course of history.
The blessings Moses received are
shown in his overcoming the old age
belief through having the body of a
young man when, according to the
calendar, he was 120 years old and his
eyesight was good. He received the Ten
Commandments given by the Lord on
Mt. Sinai and also had the privilege
of appearing at the time of Christ Jesus’
transfiguration.

X3
.

Righteousness

In hungering and thirsting after
righteousness, we will leave no stone
unturned in our search for truth and
will constantly pray for wisdom and
guidance in putting off old habits of
hatred, jealousy, resentment, remotse,
etc., which have brought only sadness
and suffering. In James 2 we rtead:
“Abraham believed God and it was
counted to him for righteousness and
he was called the friend of God. The
daily use of retrospection and concentra-
tion help us to develop right thinking
and right action.

All mankind is one, and when our
brother does wrong, we must be merciful
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in our thoughts even as we expect mercy
when we are wrong. Kind and merciful
actions must go along with kind and mer-
ciful thoughts in our judgment of others.

We develop purity of heart and life
through adaily use of retrospection and
concentration, thereby gaining spirital
power for unselfish service. We need
to be peaceful and serene within to
render loving, self-forgetting service.
In the Christignity Lectures we read:
““The pure shall see God, said Christ,
and the Teacher will quickly open our
eyes when we are fit to enter into the
‘Hall of Learning’ — the Desire World —
where we get our first experiences of
conscious life without the Dense Body.”’

Peace

Peace comes through eamest prayer.
Christ Jesus said: ‘‘Let not your heart
be troubled, neither let it be afraid.
Peace I leave with you, my peace I
give unto you.” (John 14:27) So long
as we have thoughts of fear, resentment,
or any trouble in the heart, it is impos-
sible to bring about the peace we so
earnestly desire in the lives of others
as well as ourselves. At least some
degree of peace is necessaty to attain
true concentration.

We know it is God’s will that we
have harmony, peace, and joy, which are
gained by righteousness or right-thinking.
That is very difficult when we are
tempted to hold wrong thoughts about
some person oOf situation, Or give way
to fear, anger, or depression. Then it
is that we are persecuted for righteous-
ness’ sake. This, then, is a blessed
condition for, at such times, we make
real progress or soul growth in over-
coming the lower self. Christ Jesus
Himself, Who was tempted just as we
are, had to meet these persecutions
many times. Max Heindel states: “‘It is
necessary to soul growth that these
temptations come in order to bring out
our weak points. If we fail, we suffer,
but pain develops conscience and gives

Tue Mystic LicHT

hatred of sin, making us strong against
temptation, thus overcoming the lower
selt.”

Self-Mastery

The statement about persecution is
very startling, and yet we find it correct
when we realize that the source of this
persecution is none other than our own
lower natures. Max Heindel tells us that
desire or temper is a valuable asset,
too valuable to be killed; the man without
desire is like steel without temper — of
no account. It takes energy to sin, and
when that energy is turned in the right
direction, it becomes as great a power
for good as it had been for evil. There-
fore, our goal is self-mastery.

There is but one Mediator between
God and Man, Christ Jesus, the
Righteous.

The Teachings of Christ Jesus are
justified by the works He was able to do,
even to overcoming death through resur-
rection. Further, He promises: ‘‘The
works I do, ye shall do, and greater
works.”” (John 14:12) Therefore, the
great work before us should send every

one of us in prayer and meditation toa
careful study of the lite of Christ Jesus.

It should cause us to search every
available written line given us from the
pen of Max Heindel, that no link may be
lost in preparing for this great work of
the ages.

In closing, we quote again from the
Christianity Lectures:

““We know that little poem about
letting our light shine just where we are.
Every one cannot be a star, every one
cannot shine, every one cannot be a
leader, but every one can do a little,
just light his own candle, letting that
chase away some of the darkness around
him.”” That is all we have to do and, in
so doing, we shall tind that candle will
become a blazing star to guide us to the
Christ at His coming.

‘We shall be sure to know Him, for
we shall find the answer from within.

(Continued on page 562)
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The Privilege of Service

CHRISTINE

Moming and evening Chapel services
at Mt. Ecclesia include this little

prayer: ‘‘Father, we thank Thee for the
privilege of serving Thee; we thank Thee
tor Thy divine Love.”

The Father’s divine Love is at no
time more clearly manifest than during
the Christmas season, when the Christ
of the New Year, sent by the Father,
once more reaches the center of our
Earth. With this most wondrous of all
gifts, the Father, in His infinite and
merciful Love, insures that we are once
again empowered to renew our efforts at
right living and at making spiritual, as
well as physical, progress.

Our thanks to the Father for this
evidence of His undying Love should
certainly be more intense now than at
any other time of year. The more con-
sciously we try to bathe ourselves in
and utilize to best advantage the inestim-
ably valuable high spiritual forces now
infusing our planet, the better able we
will be to comprehend the wonder and
magnitude of His divine Love.

Much harder for humanity to under-
stand is the concept of service as a
privilege. Many among us have learned
to serve well, at least intermittently,
because duty or conscience demands,
because pity tor others calls forth from
us an active response, or because we
happen to respect or love certain ones
of our fellow men sufficiently that we
want to ‘‘do everything we can’ for
those particular people. Many of us, too,
enjoy certain aspects of our service, and
that is all to the good.

That service is also a matter of
privilege, however, is by no means

LINDEMAN

widely recognized. Even many Egos who
consciously aspire along the spiritual
Path serve because service is a require-
ment for personal evolution and a means
to more rapid evolution of the life-wave
as a whole. Only the most highly evolved
among us consider service, not only as
a responsibility to be taken seriously,
but also as a privilege to be assumed
thankfully.

Mankind, however, is aided by
great Beings who devote themselves to
service precisely because they regard it
as a privilege to do so. Without their
continuing, loving, and voluntary help,
human progress would be much more
difficult to achieve. The Elder Brothers
of the Rosicrucian Order are numbered
among these noble Ones.

We can be sure that the greatest
Servant of all, the Christ, regards His
annual self-sacrifice as a high privilege,
one for which He prepared during long
eons of time, and one which He will not
relinquish until its purpose has been
fully accomplished.

The nature of service as a privilege
is explained in the Temple Service of
The Rosicrucian Fellowship. We are told
that ‘“‘Loving, self-forgetting service to
others is the shortest, the safest, and
the most joyful road to God.” Are we
not indeed privileged to have been given
this avenue of access to God? Is it not
comforting to know that, if we are truly
intent on climbing the straight, narrow,
and steep upward Path and accelerating
our rate of spiritual progress, we can
achieve through the instrument of ser-
vice?

(Continued on page 547)
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The Babe of Bethlehem

1\ (3

L.G.

rom time to time great painters have
Fportrayed the birth of the child
Jesus in Bethlehem, and truly beautiful
have been many of the conceptions.
Such is the picture by Burne-Jones,
whose mother died at his birth. He
never knew a mother’s love, yet he has
put a wonderful touch of tenderness in
the face of the Babe who clings tightly
to the mother’s dress as he sits on her
knee and turns timidly to view the three
Magi who present their gifts.

““Do you really think the story of the
Magi is true?”” asked a friend while
watching Burne-Jones painting ‘‘The
Star of Bethlehem.”

““It is too beautiful not to be true,”’
was the artist’s reply.

Today, unfortunately, some people
are questioning the authenticity of many
Bible stories, but the esoteric meaning
can never be anything but true.

Every day children are born among
us. Spirits young and old return to Earth
life to gain more experience, to clear off
old debts, and to help their brothers.
Each year of their lives gives them
opportunities for growth, physical and
spiritual, and sometimes in their chain
of lives a new, a deeper, a mysterious
birth will be accomplished; the birth of
the Christ within. But this can occur
only when purity reigns in the heart as
it did in Mary’s, when all desires are
for helping others, not of gain for self.
At that time we will wish to offer to the
newborn Saviour gold, myrrh, and frank-
incense, which esoterically stand for
Spirit, soul, and body, all of which are
given to the new King, the Christ.

Spirit is symbolized as gold. It is

thus spoken of in the Neibelungen Ring,
a ring which was made from the stolen
gold by Alberich. Spirit was thus de-
based and became the dense body. The
alchemists are spoken of as transmuting
base metal into gold, and we must by
spiritual alchemy purify the dense body
that it may again become gold (Spirit)
and thus present it to the newborn
Christ.

Myrrh is the extract from an aromatic
plant growing in Arabia. It is rare, and
stands for the soul, an essence, extrac-
ted by experiences in the physical body.

Incense was the gift of the third
Magi. It is a physical substance often
used in spiritual services. We find it
used in the Tabernacle in the Wilderness
as a vehicle for producing certain
conditions and affording an avenue for
spiritual forces. But incense must be
handled only by a ‘‘Wise Man.”’ (See
Rev. 8:3) It was allowed to be used only
by the high priest and was burned to
help transmute the sins of the people.

The first gift to the newborn King,
the Christ Within, is the control of the
physical body. We ask that He will rule
over all the kingdoms of our Earth and
aid us in putting all the heathen, or
erring parts, completely under His rule.

The second gift is soul, extracted
from the deeds dome in our physical
bodies. The soul is the spiritual essence
of our work on Earth, be it good or evil,
but the evil will pass away and only the
good be preserved to carry over from
life to life.

The third gift is the sweet savor,
the incense made by out pleading for

(Continued on page 557)
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Renunciation

—_0r—

The Birth of a Savior

Sweet are the fruits of Rest and
Liberation for the sake of self; but
sweeter still the fruits of long and bitier
duty. — The Voice of the Silence.

he Man stood before the gate called

Forgettulness of Earth, at the first
of the seven portals of Heaven which is
named Love and Charity. Stopping at the
threshold with hand uplifted to raise the
latch, the Man paused and leaned against
the gate, for he had come a long journey.

The door opened to reveal a sight
that almost blinded the Man with its
beauty. Certain it was that his eye had
never seen, nor his ear heard, nor his
mind comprehended such perfection.
Even outside the gate where he rested
there grew flowers — a pale pink rose
and a waxen lavender oleander — such
as the Man had never seen betore.

From out of the Everywhere a
Voice spoke: “‘It is the law of the
Heaven World that thou mayest have the
desires of thy heart, even that of For-
getfulness of Earth. Dost thou desire
hencetorth torever to be oblivious to the
world of men?”’

The Man answered: ‘‘I have used
all of the world’s pleasure and all of its
pain. What more can the world offer me?
Long have I striven for that harvest of
effects which would merit the bliss that
is beyond the Door."’

Again the Voice spoke: ‘‘Heaven
has but one condition — that thou shalt
desire its pleasures alone. Doth thy
heart hunger only for its pleasures? Hast
thou left any shadow of thyself on the
Path thou hast trod?”’

The Man did not answer at once.

MH.

Then he spoke slowly as though his
mind was traversing two paths. ‘‘Once,
long ago, a wise man told me that I
would never be without desire, and
only now I know that he spoke the truth.
Before, I have desired to be a Master,

.of what 1 can hardly say, but now that I

no longer desire to be a Master, I still
have a desire. 1 would be a servant, for [
remember that I passed many travelers on
the Path who could not find their way.
I think I had better go back to the cross-
roads and show them the true path.”

Another Voice so soft and low that
it might have been a summer zephyt
said, “‘Only the Servant is the Master.”

““‘When thou goest back to the world,
my son,”’ continued the Voice, ‘‘tell the
people only one truth: that knowledge
carries its own responsibility of greater
usetulness, for as the first truth is of
sorrow, in sorrow’s beginning is sorrow’s
end.”’

“l will give them your instruc-
tions,”’ agreed the Man, ‘‘but I must do
more. Some are fainting by the wayside,
and I must lift them up.”’

“Verily thou art my son in whom I
am well pleased,”” declared a Voice from
the boundless deep. ‘‘Compassion is the
law of laws, for in its universal essence
is found eternal love. Now, open wider
the door of Heaven and count the souls
therein.”’

The Man peered within for a long
time, but he could see no one. And
then he knew that in compassion every
Master foregoes eternal bliss so long as
any life suffers in the world. And then
he knew that Liberation comes not from
renouncing the pleasures of the world,
but of Heaven.
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MAX HEINDEL'S

MESSAGE

The Mystic Midnight

xoterically the Sun has been wor-
Eshiped as the giver of life from time
immemorial, because the multitude was
incapable of looking beyond the material
symbol of a great spiritual Truth. There
have always been those, however, who
saw and see the eternal spiritual verities
behind the temporal and evanescent
forms which clothe these verities in
changing raiment of ceremonial. For
them the legendary Star of Bethlehem
shines each year as a Mystic Midnight
Sun, which enters our planet at the
winter solstice and radiates the three
divine attributes, Life, Light, and Love,
from the center of our globe.

These rays of spiritual splendor and
power fill our globe with a supernal
light that envelops everyone upon Earth
from the least to the greatest without
respect of persons. But all cannot par-
take of this wonderful gift in the same
measure; some get more, some less, and
some, alas! seem to have no share in the
great love offering which the Father has
prepared for us in His only begotten Son.
They have not yet developed the spiritual
magnet, the Christ Child within, which
alone can guide us unto the Way, the
Truth, and the Life.

Unless we have the Christ within
ourselves, unless that wonderful pact of
blood brotherhood has been consummated,
we can have no part in the Savior, and
as far as we are concerned it would not

Sun

matter though the Christmas bells never
ring. But when the Christ has been
formed in ourselves, when the immaculate
conception has become a reality in our
own hearts, when we have stood there
at the birth of the Christ Child and
offered our gifts, dedicating the lower
nature to the service of the Higher Self,
then the Christmas feast is spread for
us from year to year.

The harder we have toiled in the
Master’s vineyard, the more clearly and
distinctly shall we hear that soundless
voice within our hearts issue the invita-
tion: ‘‘Come unto me, all ye that labor
and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you. . . for
my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”’

Then we shall hear a new note in
the Christmas bells such as we have
never heard before, for in all the years
there is no day so glad as the day when
Christ is born anew into the Earth,
bringing with Him gifts to the children
of men — gifts that mean the continuance
of physical life. Without that vitalizing,
energizing influence of the Christ Spirit
the Earth would remain cold and drear.
There would be no new song of spring,
no little woodland choristers to gladden
our hearts at the approach of summer.
The icy grip of Boreas would hold the
Earth fettered and mute forever, making
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it impossible for us to continue our
material evolution which is so necessary
to teach us to use the power of thought
in the proper creative channels.

The Christmas spirit is thus a living
reality to all who have evolved the Christ
within. The average person feels it only
around the holidays, but the illumined
mystic sees and feels it months before
and months after the culminating point
on Holy Night. In September there is a
change in the Earth’s atmosphere; a
light begins to glow in the heavens; it
seems to pervade the whole solar uni-
verse. Gradually it grows more intense
and seems to envelop our globe; then it
penetrates the surface of the planet and
gradually concentrates itself in the
center of the Earth where the group
spirits of the plants make their homes.
On Holy Night it attains its minimum
size and maximum brilliancy. Then it
begins to radiate the light concentrated,
and gives new life to the Earth where-
with to carry on the activities of Nature
during the coming year.
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THE PRIVILEGE OF SERVICE

(Continued from page 543)

Also in the Temple Service, we are
urged to consider Christ’s ‘‘definition of
greatness, namely: He who would be the
greatest among you, let him be the
servant of all.”” Thus, again, service
is a privilege, because it is an unassail-
able means of increasing our evolutionary
stature.

Service appears most notably to be
a privilege, however, because it is the
one tangible, useful, practical, and
productive way in which we can give
thanks to God for the divine Love with
which He so unstintingly blesses us.

Service is pleasing to Him, as we
know from a study of the Tabernacle in
the Wilderness. On the Altar of Burnt
Offerings, ‘‘the blood of the unwilling
victims, the bulls and the goats, was a
source of grief and displeasure to God.’’
Conversely, ‘‘the incense symbolized by
the willing service of devoted priests
rose to heaven as a sweet savor. This,
we are told in many places, was pleasing
to Deity. . .’ (AMI 105)

In serving His children, we serve
Him. In serving His children, we please
Him. In serving His children, we grow.
In serving His children, we approach
Him more closely. In serving His child-
ren, we emulate, in our own small way,
the service continually rendered by the
greatest of His children, the Christ.
Surely, in all these respects, we are
highly privileged.

At this sacred time of year, then,
when we ourselves are being served so
magnanimously from the very Fountain-
head of all Life and Love, let us fervent-
ly reiterate, from the depths of our being,
‘““Father, we thank Thee for the privilege
of serving Thee; we thank Thee for Thy
divine Love.”’
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Studies in the Cosmo-Conception

The Spiritual Aspirant and Duty

Q. How ought spiritual aspirants to
regard marriage?

A. Aspirants to the higher life, filled
with an earnest desire to live a noble
spiritual life, often regard the sex
function with horror, because of the
harvest of misery which humanity has
reaped as a result of its abuse. They
are apt to turn in disgust from what
they regard as impurity, overlooking the
fact that it is precisely such people as
they who (having brought their vehicles
into good condition by means of proper
sanitary food, high and lofty thought,
and pure spiritual lives) are best fitted
to generate the dense bodies essential
to the development of entities seeking
incarnation.

Q. How does this affect incoming
Egos?

A. It is common knowledge among
occult scientists that, to the detriment
of the race, many high class Egos are
kept out of incarnation at the present
time solely because parents cannot be
found who are pure enough to provide
them with the necessary physical
vehicles,

Q. Are such aspirants shirking a
duty?

A. Persons who, for reasons above
mentioned, refrain trom doing their duty
to humanity, are magnifying the Sun
spots to such an extent that they forget
to see the Sun itself! The sex function
has its great place in the ecomomy of
the world. When properly used there is
no greater boon to the Ego, for it then
provides pure and healthful bodies such
as man needs for his development.
Conversely, when abused, there is no
greater curse, for it is then the source of
the worst ills to which flesh is heir.

Q. To what extent ought an aspirant
to consider his family?

A. No one has a right to seek the
higher life without having performed his
duty to his family, his country, and the
human race. Selfishly to set aside every-
thing else and live solely for one’s
own spiritual advancement is as repre-
hensible as not to care for the spiritual
life at all. Nay, it is worse; for those
who do their duty in the ordinary life
to the best of their ability, devoting
themselves to the welfare of those
dependent upon them, are cultivating
the essential quality of faithfulness.

Q. How important is this?

A. In due time they will certainly
advance to a point where they will
become awake to spiritual necessities
and will carry to that work the faithful-
ness developed elsewhere.

Q. How far-reaching might be the
effect of our conduct?

A. “No man liveth unto himself.”’
By our words and acts we are constantly
affecting others. By the proper perform-
ance ot the neglect of our duty we make
or mar the lives, first of those in our
immediate environment, but ultimately
of all the inhabitants of the Earth, and
more.

Q. What can the aspirant
neglects his duties expect?

who

A. The man who deliberately turns
his back upon his present duties to take
up the spiritual lite will surely be
forced back into the path of duty from
which he has mistakenly diverged, with
no possible means of escape until the
lesson has been learned. Ref. Cosmo,
pp. 468—-470
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WESTERN WISDOM BIBLE STUDY

“Good Tidings of Great Joy”

And there were in the same country
shepherds abiding in the field, keeping
watch over their flocks by night.

And, lo, the angel of the Lord came
upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone
round about them: and they were sore afraid.

And the angel said unto them, Fear not:
for, behold, I bring you good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all people.

For unto you is bom this day in the city
of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.

And this shall be a sign unto you: Ye
shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling
clothes, lying in a manger.

And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host praising
God, and saying,

Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, good will toward men. Luke 2:
8—14.

The birth of the babe Jesus, joyously
heralded by angels in Palestine more
than nineteen hundred years ago, remains
a perpetual symbol to the Christian
world of the coming of an era of ‘‘peace
on earth and good will among men.”
Those who have embraced the teachings
of the gentle Nazarene look forward to
the time when His precepts will be
the basis of the prevailing order of
things, and Universal Brotherhood will
be an accomplished fact. That this
Christ Order is now coming into being is
readily discermible to the occult student,
whose broader perspective enables him
to see beyond immediate outer condi-
tions to the ultimate truimph of spiritual
principles.

In addition to this general message
of the above passage from St. Luke,
there is a deeper meaning which applies
to the inner life of the neophyte on the
Christian Mystic Path of Initiation.

The incidents during the life of the man
Jesus, and the three years’ ministry of
Christ Jesus, as related in the four
Gospels, point the Way to spiritual
attainment, each occurrence indicating
a step on the Path.

On the Christian Mystic Path there
are nine steps following the birth,
which is preceded by the Annunciation
and the Immaculate Conception. Each
of these steps portrays .to those who
have the key that which takes place at
a certain time in the consciousness of
the spiritual aspirant. ‘‘All who tread
this Path are Christs-in-the-making.
Fach in his or her turn will reach the
different stations of the Via Dolorosa,
or Path of Sorrow, which leads to
Calvary, and experience in his or her
own body the pangs and pains suffered
by the Hero of the Gospels. Initiation is
a cosmic process of enlightenment and
evolution of power, therefore the exper-
iences of all are similar in the main
features.”

To the esoteric stu