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“Let There Be Light"

““Let there be light!’’ said God; and forthwith light
Ethereal, first of things, quintessence pure,
Sprung from the deep; and, from her native east,
To journey through the aery gloom began,

Spher’d in a radiant cloud. --- Milton

Light, seeking light, doth light of light beguile. - Shakespeare.

All human souls, never so bedarkened, love light; light once
kindled, spreads till all is luminous. --- Carlyle.

The very plants turn with a joyful transport to the light.

--- Schiller.
Prime cheerer, light! of all materidl beings first and best. Efflux
divine. --- Thomson.
God and Nature met in light. ——- Tennyson.

Light, whether it be material or moral, is the best reformer.
-— Colton.

The first creation of God in the works of the days was the light
of the sense; the last was the light of reason; and His Sabbath-
work ever since is the illumination of the spirit. --- Bacon.

And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.
‘ --- Genesis 1:3.

The Bible narrator (concerning the third verse of Genesis)...is
speaking of the central ““fire-mist,”” from which were formed the
planets of our system, including the Earth. Thus when the nebula
reached a state of glowing heat, which it did in the Sun Period,
there was no necessity for an outside illuminent; the Light was
within. In the fourth verse we read: ““The Elohim differentiated be-
tween the light and the darkness.”’” Necessarily, for the outside
space was dark, in contradistinction to the glowing nebula which
existed during the Sun Period. --—- Max Heindel.
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"The Light of the World”

N the Gospel by St.John we are told that Christ Jesus said: ‘I
am the light of the world; he that followeth me shall not walk in
darkness, but shall have the light of life.”’

This statement has been the subject of countless sermons and
written articles during the centuries since its utterance, and has
brought comfort and inspiration to many. Its implications have also
helped to increase the strife and bloodshed among Jews, Arabs, and
Christians. Whether God is One, as implacably held by the first two
of these groups, or whether He is Triune, containing within Him-
self the three aspects: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, as has been
affirmed by orthodox Christianity, is a question that has not yet
been settled to everyone’s satisfaction. Even some followers of
Christianity have voiced doubts about the actuality of the Trinity.
No less a Bible authority than the Rev.Dr. Charles Francis Potter
stated in the 1962 edition of his stimulating book, The Lost Years
of Jesus Revealed, that:

““When the Qumran manuscripts are properly recognized and e-
valuated to the books of our very much edited and expurgated New
Testament, the doctrine of the Holy Spirit will have to go, and will
take with it the doctrine of the Trinity, which never was in the New
Testament anyway.’’ Dr.Potter goes on to say that the verse given
in I John 5:7 in the King James Version ‘‘was a forgery, a deliber-
ate interpolation, said by some to have crept in from a marginal
note.”’ To refresh our memory, the verse is as follows: ‘‘For there
are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word and the
Holy Ghost: and these three are one.”’

It is interesting, if not encouraging, to note that several of the
more recent translations of the New Testament do not include this
verse. However, the Confraternity (Episcopal-Catholic) version, the
Catholic version, and the translation by Dr.George M.Lamsa, the
Aramaic authority, join the King James Version in including this
verse, and thus support the doctrine of the Trinity.

Occult science gives us some enlightening information concern-
ing this controversial and quite important subject, information that
has been gleaned from the imperishable records in the Memory of
Nature by those spiritually advanced Ones who can.observe there
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the events that have occurred from the beginning of our manifesta-
tion. It points out that as white is synthetic, containing all colors
within itself, so does God contain in Himself all things in our solar
system. Light is one, yet may be refracted into three primary colors.
So does God have three primary aspects, which are without begin-
ning, and end in God, though externalized only during active mani-
festation.

It is further taught by occult science that at the dawn of mani-
festation the Supreme Being proceeded from the Root of Existence,
its three aspects being Power, the Word, and Motion. Following the
Law of Analogy, ‘“‘As above, so below,”’ the God of our solar sys-
tem —- and all other solar systems --- is also threefold in manifes-
tation, its aspects, Will, Wisdom, and Activity, corresponding re-
spectively with those of the Supreme Being. These aspects are usu-
ally designated in the Christian religion as the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit.

Man, the microcosmic indwelling Spirit, made in the image of
God, his Creator, is perforce threefold, having latent within him the
powers of the Father (Will), the Son (Christ or Love-Wisdom), and
the Holy Spirit (Activity). Each of these three performs its respec-
tive part in evolution --- in the unfoldment of the spiritual cell into
another God-being. The second aspect, the Son, is the Cosmic
Christ, a Ray of which came to Earth to rescue by its leavening,
unifying power those of humanity so mired in separatism and self-
ishness as to be at the point of retrogression. At the Crucifixion,
the Christ Ray, which had been encased in the body of the man Je-
sus. since the time of the Baptism, was released and entered into
the Earth to become its indwelling Spirit. From that time onward He
has emanated a mighty vibration of spiritual love from the center of
the Earth, its annual waves becoming more and more powerful, im-
pinging upon the latent love principle within the human Spirit and
thus subtly urging mankind up and out of his self-induced shackles
of separateness, selfishness, and materialism.

Thus, when we consider the enunciation of the primal Creative
Fiat, ‘“Let there be Light,”” in its wider implications, we must real-
ize that it sent forth a call to bring not only physical light ‘ntc be-
ing, but alse to bring into flower the spiritual light latent in every
human being, ‘‘the light that lighteth every man,”’ which would e-
ventually achieve the redemption of mankind from the results of his
primordial disobedience to the Creator’s plan and laws. To apply
the words of this Creative Fiat to ourselves, individua'ly, then, is
to sound a call to the Higher Self to emerge from the depths of the
lower self and assert itself in all its power and light---to call forth
the highest and best of which one is capable. To repeat these words
every morning before beginning the day’s activities, *‘Liet there be
Light,”’ realizing them as a command to the God within to manifest
in our actions during the coming day, can help noticeably to direct
one’s life into paths of beauty, aspiration, and high achievement.

Although this light-power, this love-power of the Christ, is la-
tent in every human being, and although it is being gradually nur-
tured and encouraged by the impinging Christ Ray as it moves in its
annual cyclic journey from the Earth to the World of God, it requires
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our steadfast cooperation to unfold it. Hence we are taught to ‘‘live
the life’’ -— to strive consciously to serve others, lovingly, and not
expecting a reward; to control our emotions and our mental powers,
to purify our feelings and thoughts day by day. No matter how dim
this light may be within one, it must be nurtured into a glowing light
which will dispel the spiritual darkness in our world. This light is
manifest as the soul body, the size and nature of which marks the
spiritual status of its owner. This is the means by which we can aid
the Christ Ray to penetrate the darkness of ignorance, spiritual iner-
tia, disease, and depravity, and bring human Spirits out of degrada-
tion and degeneracy into the light of peace, spiritual aspiration,
and high achievement.

As man responds to this ‘‘light that lighteth every man’’ within,
he expands in consciousness, knows why he is here, what he is ex-
pected to do in fulfilling God’s purpose for him, and begins to di-
rect his activities accordingly. A feeling of unity, of at-one-ment
with all creatures begins to manifest; a sense of brotherhood en-
riches the consciousness; there is a reaching out for what is pure
and holy. Gradually cruelty turns into compassion, greed into gen-
erosity, envy and jealousy into understanding and empathy. Thus
comes a transformation of character -— and character is destiny.

Christ Jesus said of John the Baptist: ‘‘He was a burning and a
shining light.”” Saint Paul, the immortal emissary to the Gentiles,
well knew of this Light. His introduction to it was a searing, phys-
ically blinding, and soul-shaking experience which occurred on his
way to Damascus. His spiritual eyes were opened and he glimpsed
the glories of the shining Way of Love. Later on during his years of
dedication to carrying the message of Christ to a stubborn and sin-
entrenched humanity, he admonished his followers: ‘‘Let us cast off
the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light.”” (Rom.
13:12) ‘‘Previously you were ignorant, but now you have been en-
lightened by our Lord, and should live therefore like children of
light. For the fruits of light are found in all goodness, and righteous-
ness, and truth.” (Eph.5:8-9)

Max Heindel stated that ‘‘Christ will yet be acknowledged ‘the
Light of the world,””” and ‘‘in a not too distant future, will the true
religion of Christ supersede and obliterate all other religions, to
the eternal benefit of mankind.”’

The solution ofall the problems of our problem-ridden world lies
in the response of humanity to the Christ Love-Light. Under the in-
fluence of its beneficent rays, the separating, stultifying impact of
materialism must wither and disappear; sense gratification, selfish-
ness, war, and all other noisome sores on the body of collective
mankind will be healed. Only in response to this soul-fructifying
power can come a true understanding of the sacred creative power
with which man is endowed, so that he will be impelled from within
to live chastely and to the highest purpose. Then will follow the
flowering of his dormant potentialities and the fullrealization of the
God within.

At this Holy Season may we all join forces in praying together:
““O Thou who art the Light of the Universe, Let Thy divine Light
fill our being; That it may glow in all our thoughts and actions, and
bring the ‘True light’ into the lives of all people.”
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The King Is Born

Louise SaMMONS

<

¢ ND there came wise men from

the East to Jerusalem, saying,
where is he that is born King of the
Jews? We have seen his Star in the
East, and are come to worship him.’”’
-— Matt. 2:1-2.

Troubled eyes today are searching
the skies again for a Star, the Star of
Hope. A king once searched for a star,
but not for one which would bring
hope. The star he searched for was
one which troubled him. It was almost
2,000 years ago when this king of a
great people -—proud, practical, jeal-
ous of his power --- plotted cleverly to
remove the barrier to his continuous
rulership. His throne was threatened
by a luminous Star which presaged
the birth of a child who was heralded
as the long-expected King of kings.
In it he imagined the eclipse of his
kingdom. Wiser men, however, saw in
this Star a new hope for all mankind.
They saw in it the birth of good will
and peace on Earth.

In the years which have followed,
the new Light that only a few saw at
the beginning grew until it illumined
the hope of oppressed people every-
where. As it grew in the hearts of
men, its radiance glowed in their eyes
and others saw it; and the seeing
brought a sharing which united men in
their determination to make it brighten
every black corner of oppression in

the world. It burns brighter today than
ever before, and no darkness can
exist in its presence.

For more than a thousand years men
groped in search of light when dark-
ness named the age. Ignorance, super-
stition, petty principalities, and in-
quisition obscured the Star which pre-
saged a new life for man. Now, how-
ever, we dare hope that'the dark shad-
ows are disappearing, vanquished by
the intelligence and leadership of ad-
vanced Egos who have incarnated dur-
ing the past few centuries--- Egos
who were born at a time when humani-
ty was ready to swing into the New
Age.

They have brought forth new dimen-
sions in human relationship; their sci-
entific research has made life easier
in the home, in business, in transpor-
tation on land, sea, and air; all were
brought about by man’s unquenchable
thirst for knowledge with a high pur~
pose. Man has always been reaching
out to discover new horizons and the
whole world has benefitted by his mir-
acles of discovery. Albert Einstein
spoke of these breakthroughs as ‘‘the
holy curiosity of inquiry.”’

Now twentieth century man is reach-
ing beyond the Earth into space; and
at this moment we should pause and
dig deeply to uncover the spirit which
makes this present venture ‘‘holy,”’
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in the sense that all mankind will
benefit from these exploits. We must
ask why man is reaching beyond our
planet into outer space. Do we see in
it a way to escape from this speck of
dust and explore the universe? Are we
finally bursting the chains of gravity
and parting the veil of atmosphere, to
soar and see what really lies beyond?
Will our vision of these vast horizons
make of our quarrels but inconsequen-
tial details upon a canvas of eternity?

We can say, with a deep feeling of
humility, that through our exploits in-
to outer space we have found there,
in a distant latitude, not just a Moon,
but a Star of Hope for brotherhood,
which has fired the souls of the pio-
neers of this century with the celes-
tial ambition so to shine that all men
will see our good works. So, as we
search the heavens again at this
blessed time of the year, may we see
beyond the midget moons that flit
across the sky. May we see the di-
vine light burning bright in the eyes
of men, warming the faces of children,
and kindling spiritual fires every-
where. If we look with eyes to see, it
will glow in the flame of a candle and
in the star on a Christmas tree, and
our hearts will not be troubled.

The Christmas season is marked by
a profound inner stillness, as though
the whole world were wrapped in the
white light of a great benediction.
This is what really occurs. The de-
sire currents of Earth are largely
stilled and the spiritual forces be-
come paramount, Heaven, as it were,
bends low, and Earth is lifted up; a
pathway of Light connects the two,
and all Nature is bathed in the glow
of the Christ vibrations.

We would feel very lonely in a
country where carols could not be
sung at this time: Joy to the World;
Oh Little Town of Bethlehem; Silent
Night,Holy Night. The chant of peace
on Earth, good will toward men, sung
on Holy Night, is infusing a new spir-
itual potency into the Earth regard-
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less of outer appearances, making it
easier year after year to realize broth-
erhood, altruism, and fellowship.

It is hard to realize that there was
a time when this spiritual impulse
was not felt. Up until the time of the
coming of Christ, mankind was held
under the burden of the old dispensa-
tion which is revealed through the
Ten Commandments. Jehovah pro-
claimed His will through a series of
admonitions, most of which com-
menced with the words, ‘‘Thou shalt
not...”’. ChristJesus brought the new
dispensation; the Ten Commandments
were supplemented by the Sermon on
the Mount. The new message He
brought to the world was LOVE.

Christ Jesus gathered His followers
around Him and instructed them in
gentle and simple words: ‘‘Perfect
love casteth out fear;’ ‘‘Love thy
neighbor as thyself;”’ ‘“‘Seek ye first
the Kingdom of God;’’ “‘Suffer the lit-
tle children to come unto me for of
such is the Kingdom of Heaven.”” He
performed miracles, healed the sick,
raised the dead, gave sight to the
blind, and cast out demons. He told
them, ‘‘Go in peace, thy sins are for-
given.”” He was a friend to the sin-
ners and to the poor.

The deep love and respect and pro-
tective feeling He had for all of God’s
children brought Him into at-one-ment
with the heartbeat of the world, and
the realization of the oneness of all
life in God. As a teacher He was lov-
ing, understanding, and kindly, but un-
swerving in His requirements. There
were no compromises, and the rewards
He promised were unseen, almost un-
comprehended, and beyond the realm
of knowledge and science. That was
almost two thousand years ago.

Now we are here --- 1973. The fren-
zy of Christmas buying is over. The
annual holiday megalomania has
ended. Peace on Earth is shattered
by a cyclone of bills purporting to ex-
press good will to men. All this has
an element of fun, a certain coming to
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life, a recognition that it is good to
think of others. It is symptomatic of
wise men who come bearing gifts.

One wonders, however, how Christ
would react to a downtown department
store at the height of the Christmas
rush. Would He be bewildered, sad-
dened, or disgusted? Can we imagine
Him sitting at one of the numerous
counters scattered throughout the
stores, thumbing through mountainous
stacks of Christmas card books?
Would He be amused or angered?
Would He dash them to the floor where
they would spill out their contents of
gay, beribboned dogs, fat, jolly Santa
Clauses, and caricatured humans?

How would He enjoy the Christmas
Eve parties? He naturally would be a
welcome guest, for each one, after
all, is celebrating His birthday. At
many He would be considered a
‘‘square,”” and guests would try their
best to forget He was there. Many
would gather around Him at other
houses and He would know He had not
been forgotten. We can imagine a
wise, compassionate smile gathering
in His eyes and pulling the sadness
from His face. Perhaps He would
think that too much of the good will
spread in His name was not good will
at all, but only a frantic belief that
getting along was more important than
getting across.

Why has He been remembered --- One
Who asked so much, promised solittle,
and cared not at all for popularity,
status, or title. It is hard to find
words to explain why the world re-
members, but this we know: when the
Christmas season approaches,despite
the stupid, frantic dashing about, de-
spite the hollow echo of the words
“‘peace on Earth”> while the whole
world seems to be in chaos, despite
the mockery of trying to get ahead by
getting along, there comes a lull dur-
ing some few moments of this season
when there is a hush in the heart and
a story once again etches a well-
remembered scene across the swift
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current of living.

The night was still, clear, and
crisp. A light snow had powdered the
hillsides until they gleamed faintly
in the failing light:

And there were in the same country
shepherds, abiding in the fields, keeping-
watch over their flocks by night.

And, lo, the Angel of the Lord came
upon them, and the glory of the Lord
shone round about them; and they were
sore afraid.

And the Angel said unto them, Feaf
not; for, behold, I bring you good tidings
of great joy, which shall be to all people.

For unto you is born this day in the
City of David a Savior, which is Christ
the Lord.

And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye
shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling
clothes, lying in a manger.

And suddenly there was with the Angel
a multitude of the heavenly host, praising
God, and saying,

Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, good will toward men.

-~ Luke 2:8-14.

A mysterious Star, the Archangel
Christ, was seen hovering above and
blessing the birth of the babe, imbu-
ing the little body with His own ce-
lestial powers, so that it might be-
come a fit vehicle for His later use
during the three-year ministry.

And there came wise men from the East
to Jerusalem,

Saying, where is he that is born King
of the Jews? We have seen his star in the
east and are come to worship him.

And when they were come into the
house, they saw the young child with
Mary his mother and fell down and wor-
shipped him; and when they had opened
their treasures, they presented unto him
gifts; gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

-~ Matt.2:1-2 and 11.

This is the most beautiful symbol-
ogy one can find in the New Testa-
ment. Gold is representative of the
Spirit; frankincense is a symbol of the
body; myrrh is symbolical of the soul.

There is a beautiful legend which
relates that in return for their gifts,
the Christ bestowed upon the three
Magi possessions of great value. For

(Continued on page 543)



537

"No Other Gift”

Dacmar FrRaAHME

““No other gift, dear God, we ask,
But only sense to see

How best the precious gifts to use
We have received from Thee.”’

This stanza of The Rosicrucian
Prayer, which is offered at every Sun-
day Chapel service here at Mt. Eccle-
sia, expresses the essence of our le-
gitimate requests of God.

All that we need to function ade-
quately as human beings in the mate-
rial world, and as innately spiritual
beings on both material and spiritual
planes, has been and is being given
to us in abundance. Lacking only, at
times, 1s the sense, or perhaps the
will-power, to utilize the Father’s lar-
gesse to full and proper advantage.
That lack, as every spiritual aspirant
certainly should know, is an omission
on our part, not on the part of the
Higher Powers who have so richly
blessed us.

What are these priceless gifts
which, properly used, will enable us
to grow into our divine potential? The
Rosicrucian Prayer enumerates them
for us. There is, first of all, the Light,
which is the Father Himself. ‘*God 1is
Light,”” we are told, and every day, as
we concentrate on this motto and en-
vision ourselves walking in the Light
as He is in the Light, we come closer
to an appreciation of the significance
of this tremendous cosmic force. The
Light is present everywhere, in us as
in God, and some day we, too, will
have fully lifted the spinal spirit fire
and shine in the intense luminosity of
our glorious soul bodies.

““The Light shineth in darkness,”’
we are told by the Gospel narrator,
‘“‘and the darkness comprehended it
not.”” The darkness still fails to com-
prehend, but we need not abide in

darkness. We cannot yet look upon
the direct Light of God, for it would
blind us, spiritually imperfect as we
still are. The Light of the Christ,
however, brings us the first direct
spiritual impulse that humanity has
been able to bear. As we take advan-
tage of the Christ Light and work to
purify ourselves in love and service,
we come to understand more and more
of the spiritual Truths that encompass
the Reality which is God, and which
is manifest in Light.

On the material plane, too, if we
are aware and perceptive, the pres-
ence of light enables us to delight in
and be uplifted by the many types of
beauty that are ours to share. The
magnificent sights of Nature, the ra-
diance of a happy child’s face, man’s
fine contributions to the fields of art,
sculpture, and architecture, are among
the many examples of physical beauty
here on Earth. All of these, of course,
have their spiritual overtones as well.

The gift of music, or sound, is sec-
ond in importance only to that of
Light. The music of the spheres is
the keystone of Creation. The Crea-
tive Word, which has made possible
the grandeur of our solar system, is a
continuing, intense, and ever more
complex musical ‘‘composition.’’ The
celestial harmonies which can be
heard by those who are advanced e-
nough to be attuned to such vibrations
must be indescribably beautiful.

Every person and every created
thing has its keynote. Scientists are
learning that even our muscles make
certain sounds when they move, and
that variations in the type of sound
indicates the degree of health or de-
bility in the muscles. Without sound
we could no more exist than we could
without Light.
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Music, also, is as essential to our
progress as it is to the fact of our
creation. It’s stronghold, for purposes
of our present evolution, is the Sec-
ond Heaven, the World of Thought ---
the sphere of tone---which is at the
moment the true home of the Ego. We
respond to music because it awakens
in us a renewed awareness --- or mem-
ories, if you will--- of that home from
which we are temporarily exiled. Even
the ‘‘savage breast’’ responds to mu-
sic, and the higher and more spiritual
an individual becomes, the more mean-
ingful is 'the message conveyed to
him by that which we call ¢“‘classical
music.”” The “‘present melodies’’ spo-
ken of in The Rosicrucian Prayer are
lyrical, dulcet, sweet, and celestial.
The more we advance spiritually and
develop our ‘‘ears to hear,’’ the more
we will attune ourselves to those glo-
rious sounds, and the more tuneful
and harmonious will our own contribu-
tions to the cosmic symphony become.

Another gift for which we must cer-
tainly be thankful is that of spiritual
power, which constitutes our real
strength as children of God. Spiritual
power is derived from the fact of our
innate divinity. The things that Christ
Jesus did,we shall do, and some day,
even the things that God does, we
shall do. We are each a part of God,
and have latent within us all of His
attributes. The power to manifest them
is also latent, and for us to develop.
Our slowly burgeoning spiritual power
shows itself in many ways. We see it
in our attempts at creativity, and in
the work of those among us who have
disciplined themselves hard enough
in previous lives to merit the appella-
tion ‘“‘genius.”” We see it in the inspir-
ing examples of those people who
overcome physical or emotional handi-
caps in order to make their contribu-
tions to human welfare. We see it in
those who achieve the apparent ‘‘mir-
acles’’ of society,such as helping the
mentally retarded become useful citi-
zens or guiding alcoholics and drug
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addicts from the abyss of their degre-
dation into progressive and produc-
tive channels of activity. We see it in
countless daily instances among our
fellow men who prove to themselves
the wonders that loving care for a-
nother person can bring about. We cer-
tainly see it in our own lives when
our intense prayers on behalf of those
close to us bear fruit.

In terms of what the human life-
wave will eventually accomplish with
spiritual power, of course, all this is
infinitesimal. As our vehicles become
more purified and refined and our spir-
itual perception is heightened we will
be able to work more closely with the
forces of Nature and accomplish that
which now seems far beyond our grasp.

The element of courage is instru-
mental in our use of spiritual power -
the moral courage that causes us to
stand up for our convictions and bear
patiently the burden of abuse or ridi-
cule that might be heaped upon us by
those incredulous of, or wishing to
subvert, our efforts for the good. Mor-
al courage is based upon our appre-
hension of spiritual Truths and our
ever more sophisticated perception of
right and wrong. As we grow in wis-
dom we also grow in moral courage,
and in time it becomes an attribute so
deeply ingrained in us that a display
of courage which required a tremen-
dous amount of will-power in one life-
time becomes, in the next, a sponta-
neous expression made without fur-
ther thought.

Proper use of spiritual power be-
comes one of our greatest responsi-
bilities as we grow in evolutionary
stature. We must cultivate the strength,
the sense, and the good judgment to
live up to this responsibility wisely
and well, and we -acknowledge this
when we seek ‘““how to use the power
that we possess.’’

Then there is the gift of love, so
perfectly exemplified in the annual
sacrifice of the Christ. Impersonal,
all-pervasive love is the underlying
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principle of the universe. It is this
principle that has motivated the Crea-
tive Hierarchies to give of themselves
so unstintingly to further our evolu-
tion during the thousands of eons of
this Day of Manifestation, and it is
this principle which causes the Arch-
angels, Angels, and our own Elder
Brothers to continue to stand by and
guide us as we wrestle with the prob-
lems of material involvement in what
must sometimes seem to them a par-
ticularly objectionable, repugnant, and
certainly unappealing, manner.

The gift of love is ours to give as
well as to receive.We have heard that
“God is Love,”” and since we are
some day to be as God is, and since
that potential already lies hidden
within us, the ability to personify
love on a cosmic scale as He does is
also one of our latent attributes.Even
though we cannot yet express divine
love, the human race is presently ca-
pable of showing far more affection
than it has demonstrated to date. We
know that this situation will be reme-
died as the Aquarian Age approaches,
and already now we can see the be-
ginnings of the Aquarian trend toward
universal brotherhood. As this trend
continues, we will share ever more
actively, instead of passively as has
been so often the case heretofore, in
this most comforting and uplifting
gift of our Creator.

We might add that love invites
grace, the child of law tempered with
love. Now that many of us have, theo-
retically at least, passed beyond the
need of Jehovistic domination by fear
and law, and advanced to the point
where we should be able to progress
under the religion of love brought by
the Christ, we also stand to profit
from the state of grace.If we are truly
repentant of our sins, and make a-
mends as best we can, divine love
functions toward us in such a way
that our sins are forgiven. Surely this
gift, too helps hasten our evolution-
ary progress and is one for which we
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have every reason to be grateful. This
gift, too, is one which we should have
the good sense fully to utilize.

Hand in hand with love comes joy.
Joy is everywhere apparent in Crea-
tion, and it seems to be only here on
Earth, among men immersed in mate-
rial illusions, that sorrow and despair
play their sométimes overpowering
role. Schiller’s impassioned Ode to
Joy, set to such triumphant music by
Beethoven in his Ninth Symphony,
represents what is probably the epit-
ome of present human comprehension
of joy. Anyone at all sensitive who
hears this monumental composition,
or who has the privilege of taking
part in its performance, cannot help
but soar, in imagination, into the beck-
oning worlds beyond, and strain at
those bonds which still hold him to
the physical.

Joy, however, is an attribute of our
present existence, too, and, as is the
case with all of the Father’s gifts, it
predominates in our lives as we our-
selves permit it to. Our response to it
determines the benefit we gain from
it. We all know people whose lives
are filled with hardship and disaster,
yet who seem perpetually cheerful
and appreciative of some favorable,
beautiful, or spiritual aspects of their
environments that other people, far
better off physically or materially, ut-
terly fail to notice. Some people seem
to be born innately cheerful and are
happy from early childhood on, while
others go throughlife with long faces,
melancholy and morose. We know that
all our attributes, including the abil-
ity to respond to, and dispense, glad-
ness, stem from work along such lines
in previous lives. In order better to
attune ourselves to joy, it is well to
remember that all true joy has its
roots in the spiritual, not in the ma-
terial. The occult student knows that
even when physical existence seems
unbearable, the knowledge of the glo-
rious destiny that awaits man, the
god-in-the-making, is grounds for ec-
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stasy. The joy we feel when exhila-
rated by the wonders of Nature goes
far deeper than the external aspects
of the material pretty flowers or mag-
nificent mountains that we happen to
be looking at. The joy of true friend-
ship, needless to say,represents more
than a material attraction between
two people. Joy is everywhere, and
the more we grow in our ability to find
it for ourselves and help others find
it in the routine of daily life, the rich-
er and more rewarding will our lives
become.

In The Rosicrucian Prayer we de-
sire ‘‘all fears to dominate.”” At first
glance, the bestowal of fears upon us,
even with the intent that we dominate
them, hardly seems to be a blessing
to rejoice over. We need only consider
how free and independent we will be
once we have learned to dominate all
fear, however, to realize the value of
this gift. As spiritual aspirants and
students of the Rosicrucian Teach-
ings, we have already set behind us
many of the fears that continue to
hold some of our fellow-men in bond-
age. Foremost among these, probably,
is the fear of death, which we know
to be an enviable condition presaging
birth in another world. Many of us,
however, still have one or another of
the unreasonable, nagging fears com-
mon to humanity, which we know bet-
ter than to entertain consciously, but
which seem to intrude upon us any-
how. Perhaps it is a fear of speaking
in public, or one of the ‘‘phobias,”’
such as claustraphobia or acrophobia,
so dear to the hearts of psychiatrists.

It would be well, too, for us to con-
sider what our reaction might be in
the face of real physical danger, or
when we first consciously encounter
the Dweller on the Threshold and
some of the other unpleasant phenom-
ena of the Desire World. With all our
knowledge of the Teachings, and with
all our willingness to accede to the
fact that those who serve God to the
best of their ability have nothing to
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fear, can we honestly say that we, in-
dividually, are not afraid of anything?
If we can, then we know that we have
been given all fears to dominate, and
have succeeded. Then there can be
no question in our minds of the value
of this gift. If we cannot, we are in a
good position to imagine how eman-
cipated we will be once we have ac-
complished this feat.

The Rosicrucian Prayer also speaks
of our desire to ‘‘be the friends we
wish to be.” Surely there are few
thinking people who would not agree
that the blessings of friendship are
among those which make life most
worth living. The poorest man is rich
in the company of his friends, and the
wealthy recluse ensconsed in soli-
tary splendor amid his possessions is
a pitiable sight indeed.

We are always willing to have
friends, and to enjoy the comfort of
knowing that they share our troubles
as well as our good fortune, and place
themselves at our disposal in terms
of service as well as of entertainment.
We want friends, in other words, for
what they can give us. Are we just as
willing, however, to be friends? Do
we also want them for what we can
give them? Do we stand ready to offer
assistance when it is needed, regard-
less of interference with personal
plans? Do we patiently listen to their
tales of woe and endeavor to be of
constructive solace and encourage-
ment, or do we .make ourselves scarce
during their times of trouble, only to
reappear when all is once again going
well? It would seem that deep down
inside most people admire and would
like to emulate those who have proven
themselves to be true friends. Most
of us, at least as we gain in sensi-
tivity and refinement of character,
wish to be true friends, but the old
habits of selfishness are hard to set
aside.

What is needed, of course, is that
our hearts befilled with an abundance
of love sufficient to overcome the
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selfishness that makes us reluctant
fully to give of ourselves. When we
have learned to be ‘‘a friend in deed”’
to all people,regardless of their reac-
tion to us, then we will be making the
most of this beautiful gift of friend-
ship. We will then begin to show the
positive attributes of friendship that
the Higher Powers have for so long
continually conferred upon us.

Another blessing, which becomes
more apparent to an aspirant as he
progresses farther along the Path, is
the privilege of dispelling material
illusions with his knowledge of high-
er spiritual Truths. Our ability “‘to
speak the Truth we know’’ to all who
will listen will certainly hasten the
process of spiritual enlightenment a-
mong many of our seeking fellow-men.
The more we know of the Teachings,
and the more we see the changes for
good which they have wrought in our
lives, the more eager we become for
other people to experience the same
satisfactions. We who work at Mt. Ec-
clesia well know the elation of read-
ing the letters received from people
everywhere who have discovered the
Teachings and are writing to express
their joy and gratitude.

We heighten the effect of speaking
the Truth we know by living the Truth
we know. Spiritual verities are better
demonstrated in deed than in word,
and although it is incumbent upon us
to spread the Teachings by word of
mouth, it is equally incumbent upon
us to be living examples of that which
we preach. This, too, is a blessing for
which we have . every reason to be
thankful.

The ‘‘sense to see’” how best to
utilize God’s gifts in service to oth-
ers and for our own benefit will be
strengthened in proportion as we cul-
tivate the purity and selflessness re-
quired of spiritual aspirants. Certain-
ly it is meet that we ask for help in
cultivating this sense, and in improv-
ing our capacity to do our work in the
world. As we know, however, it is not
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enough merely to ask. We must show
ourselves ready to learn, to grow, to
progress, by accepting our experienc-
es, whatever they may be, and by
dealing with them in a manner we
know to be right.

Conscience and intuition are both
media through which this ‘‘sense to
see’’ is developed. Conscience is the
residue of lessons learned in the pur-
gatory that followed previous lives.
Intuition is the faculty of man’s Life
Spirit. In the World of Life Spirit, in
which is the true Memory of Nature,
the Life Spirit sees much more clear-
ly than it can in the denser Worlds.
Here it is in touch with cosmic wis-
dom and knows the correct thing to do
in any situation. It flashes its mes-
sages to the heart, which, in turn,
passes them on to the brain through
the medium of the pneumo-gastric
nerve. This results in ““first impres-
sions,” which are always good be-
cause they are drawn directly from
the fountain of cosmic wisdom and
love. If we would always follow the
first impressions from our hearts that
manifest as intuition, and if we would
always follow the dictates of con-
science, we would have little trouble
in behaving correctly under all cir-
cumstances.

““No other gift, dear God, we ask.”’
Nor should we ask anything more of
Him Who has already prepared for us
all the treasures of the solar system,
and who has manifested so many of
them to us even an this restrictive
material plane. When we open our eyes
and, more important, our hearts, we
begin to see how vast and how all-
encompassing is our heritage, and
how deep is the love that has made
it possible.

What we must do now is to turn our
attention from receiving to giving.
Millions of people all over the world
still know nothing of the glories in
store for them, or of the blessings
now at hand of which they could par-

(Continued on page 573)
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MAX HEINDEL'S

MESSAGE

Taken from His Writings
THE WEB OF DESTINY

(TWENTY-FOURTH INSTALLMENT)

Practical Methods of

Achieving Success

T 1is just as impossible to attain

‘true and lasting success without
living in harmony with the laws of
life, as it is for a criminal to live at
peace in the community whose laws
he breaks. Just as he is eventually
punished because of his predatory
habits, and incarcerated and re-
strained, so also Nature punishes, in-
carcerates, and restrains us when we
break her laws. This restraint is
called disease and is an enemy of
happiness, for one, no matter what
wealth he may have or what position
he may occupy in the world, can never
be happy when he is in ill health bod-
ily. Thus it will be seen that one of
the vital requirements for the man or
woman who desires a full realization
of happiness and success in life is
health, including strength, for only in
the measure that we are supplied with
bubbling-over health can we feel suf-
ficiently optimistic, cheerful and vig-
orous to attain the success which we
are seeking.

The Bible tells us that death and
disease came into the world through
eating of the ‘‘tree of knowledge,”’
and though from the materialistic
point of view this may sound silly,
let us not dismiss the story without
looking at it a little closer. We shall
find that it is perfectly in harmony
with scientific facts as shown in the
world today. Consider first the mean-
ing of the tree of knowledge as illus-

trated by the later remarks: ‘‘Adam
knew his wife and she bore Abel;”’
‘““Adam knew his wife and she bore
Seth;”’ and Mary’s words to the angel,
““How shall I conceive seeing 1 know
not a man?’’ From these and many
similar remarks it is evident that the
tree of knowledge was a symbolical
expression of the generative act.Man-
kind is thus, as the Bible says, con-
ceived in sin and therefore subject to
death, and from this there would seem
to be no escape.

We would, however, do well to re-
member that evolution is a fact in Na-
ture; that man as he is today is the
result of a long past, and that this
present state is not the final attain-
ment of a standard of perfection, but
there are greater heights ahead of us.
We are in a state of ever becoming;
there is no halting nor resting upon
the path, which is as limitless as the
age of the spirit. Moreover, as what
we are today is the result of what we
were yesterday, so also it depends
upon how we use our faculties today
whether we shall be one thing or a-
nother tomorrow. Let us then examine
the past, so that by learning what we
have been, we may gain an inkling of
what we are to be.

According to the Bible, mankind
was male-female before it was sepa-
rated into two distinct sexes as man
and woman. We still have with us her-
maphrodites who have this, as we
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think today, abnormal formation to
prove the truth of this Biblical asser-
tion; and physiologically the oppo-
site organ of either sex is latent in
all. During the period when man was
thus constituted fertilization must
have occurred within himself; nor is
this any stranger than that many
plants are so fertilized today.

Let us now see from the Bible what
was the effect of self-fertilization in
the early days. There are two prime
facts that stand out: One is that there
were giants inthe earth in those days;
the other that the patriarchs lived for
centuries; and these two characteris-
tics, great growth and longevity, are
possessed by many plants today. The
great size of trees and the length of
their life are wonderful; they live cen-
turies where man lives only a few
score years. Then the question comes,
whatis the reason of the evanescence
of human life, and what is the remedy?
Let us first take up the question of
the reason, and the remedy will later
be apparent.

It is well known to horticulturists
that plants are stunted in their growth
when they bloom too prolifically. A
rose may bloom to such an extent that
it dies; therefore the wise gardener
prunes the buds from the plant so that
the strength may go partly into growth
instead of the bloom. Thus by keep-
ing the seed within itself it attains
the strength required for growth and
longevity. This was the secret of the
great size and long life of the earli-
est races, as it is the secret of the
size and longevity of the plants today.

That the creative essence in the
seed is a spiritual substance is évi-
dent when we compare the dauntless-
ness and impatience at restraint of
the stallion or the bull, with the do-
cility of the steer and the gelding.
Moreover, we know that the confirmed
libertine and the degenerate become
sterile and emaciated. When these
facts have sunk into our conscious-
ness it will not be difficult to con-
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ceive of the truth of the Bible asser-
tion that the fruit of the flesh, which
brings us under the law of sin and
death, is first and foremost fornica-
tion, whereas the fruits of the spirit
which make for immortality, as shown
in the same book, are said to be ‘prin-
cipally continence and chastity.

If instead of wasting our substance
we live chastely and send the crea-
tive force upward for regeneration, we
thereby etherealize and refine our
physical bodies at the same time that
we strengthen our soul bodies. In this
manner we may materially lengthen
life and so increase our opportunities
for soul growth and advancement upon
the Path in a very marked degree.

When we realize that success does

"not consist in the accumulation of

wealth but in soul growth, it will be
evident that continence is an impor-
tant factor in the attainment of suc-
cess in life.

* * * * *

THE KING IS BORN
(Continued from page 536)

the gift of gold, the Christ gave char-
ity and spiritual riches. For the bowl
of incense He gave perfect faith. For
the myrrh, He bestowed the gift of
truth and meekness.

These three gifts of the Christ are
the qualifications of those who aspire
to Initiation today. They may be our
gifts, too, when we learn to make the
pilgrimage of the wise men and dedi-
cate ourselves --- our soul, body, and
Spirit --- to furthering the work of His
Kingdom upon Earth.

It is for this reason that at the mid-
night hour on Christmas Eve the en-
lightened Christian kneels in silent
adoration, looking inward to the Star.
Then he brings his gifts -— gold, frank-
incense, and myrrh---and lays them
at the feet of the newborn Savior, to
be used in His service during the
coming year.
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Studies in the Cosmo-Conception

This department is devoted to a study of the Rosicrucian Philosophy by the
Soeratic Method, the material being taken from the Rosicrucian Cosmo-Concention.

Christ ,anc!ngbirth

Q. Did Christ Jesus teach rebirth?

A. In private He taught rebirth to
His disciples. He not only taught
them in words but He took them ‘‘into
a mountain.”’

Q. What does this signify?

A. This is a mystic term meaning
a place of Initiation. In the course of
Initiation they see for themselves
that rebirth is a fact, for there ap-
peared before them KElijah, who, we
are told, was also John the Baptist.

Q. Did Christ Jesus confirm this
belief?

A. He had previously told them, in
unequivocal terms, when speaking of
John the Baptist,‘‘This is Elijah who
was for to come.”’ He reiterates this
at the Transfiguration scene, saying,
‘‘Elijah has come already and they
knew him not but have done to him
whatsoever they listed.”” And follow-
ing this, ‘“They understood He spake
of John the Baptist.”’

Q. Is there further evidence?

A. On this occasion and also at
the time when rebirth was discussed
between Christ Jesus and His disci-
ples they told Him that some thought
He was Elijah and others that He was
one of the prophets who had been re-
born. He commanded them to ‘‘tell no
man.”’

Q. Why did He so command them?

A. This was to be, for thousands
of years, an esoteric teaching to be
known only among the few pioneers
who fitted themselves for the knowl-
edge, pushing ahead to the stage of
deveiopment when these truths will
again be known to man.

Q. What is the clearest evidence
from Christ Jesus’ teachings?

A. That He taught rebirth is per-
haps shown most clearly in the case
of the man born blind where His disci-
ples asked, ““Who did sin, this man or
his parents, that he was born blind?’’

Q. Why is this convincing?

A. Had our Saviour not taught re-
birth the natural answer would have
been, ‘‘Nonsense! how could a man
have sinned before he was born and
brought blindness upon himself as a
result?’’ But He is not surprised at
the question nor does He treat it as
being at all unusual, showing that it
was quite in harmony with His teach-
ings. He explains, ‘‘Neither hath this
man sinned nor his parents, but that
the works of (the) God be made mani-
fest in him.”’

Q. What is the logical meaning of
this answer?

A. Christ Jesus differentiates be-
tween the physically blind body of
the man and the God within, his High-
er Self. The dense body had commit-
ted no sin. The God within, the real
individual, had done some deed which
manifested in the particular affliction
from which he was suffering.

Q. Does not this declare man a
God?

A. It is not stretching a point to
call a man a God. Paul says, ‘“Know
ye not that ye are Gods?’’ and he re-
fers to the human body as the ‘‘tem-
ple of God,” the indwelling Spirit.

Q. Is it possible to know one’s
past lives?

A. Although most people do not re-
member their past lives, there are
some who do, and all may know if
they will live the life necessary to
attain the knowledge.

-—Ref: Cosmo-Conception, pp. 169-171.
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WESTERN WISDOM BIBLE STUDY

Culmination of the Ministry

The Burial Rite

And, behold, there was a man named
Joseph, a counsellor; and he was a good
man, and a just;

(The same had not consented to the
counsel and deed of them;) he was of Ari-
mathea, a city of the Jews: who also him-
self waited for the Kingdom of God.

This man went unto Pilate, and begged
the body of Jesus.

And he took it down, and wrapped it in
linen, and laid it in a sepulchre that was
hewn in stone, wherein never man before
was laid. --- Luke 23:50-55.

Joseph of Arimathea, assisted by
Nicodemus (both private disciples of
the Master), obtained the body by per-
mission of Pilate and anointed it with
a hundred pounds of aloes and myrrh
--- the bitter and the sweet, reminis-
cent of Cross and Crown, Gethsemane
and Transfiguration, Crucifixion and
Resurrection: the path of tears trans-
formed into the path of love.

Joseph of Arimathea, like Nicode-
mus, was a prominent and influential
resident of Jerusalem. The fact that
he was a member of the Sanhedrin did
not render him immune to the fury of
persecution visited upon all who were
known to be associated with the cru-
cified Nazarene.

Joseph narrates in his Gospel: ““Af-
ter I had begged the body of the Mas-
ter, the Jews in their hatred and fury
shut me up in prison. During the fifth

- hour of the night, Christ Jesus ap--

peared unto me. With Him there was a
great light and there was a fragrance
as of Paradise about Him. I found my-
self out of prison and we were going
toward Galilee. The body of the Mas-
ter seemed altogether made of light.
He was surrounded and ministered un-
to by Angels. I remained with them
for three days, then I no longer saw
them, and was in my own home.”’

The apocryphal history of Joseph
of Arimathea tells us that later, ac-
companied by other Christian Initi-
ates -— among them Mary Magdalene -—
he set sail across the Mediterranean
and carried the. torch of the great new
spiritual light first into Gaul (France)
and then into Britain where he found-
ed the Abbey of Glastonbury, the first

seat of the Christian Mysteries to be

established in the Western World.
The new tomb wherein man never
was laid is the Path of Initiation o-
pened by the coming of the Christ.
Hewn in stone is the deathless body
of the Initiate, the new petra or rock

upon which the New Age religion is
founded.

And laid it in his own new tomb, which
he had hewn out in the rock; and he rolled
a great stone to the door of the sepulchre,
and departed.

And there was Mary Magdalene, and the
other Mary, sitting over against the sep-
ulchre.

So they went and made the sepulchre
sure, sealing the stone, and setting a
watch. --- Maitt.27:60,61,66.

The great stone which seals the
sepulchre and which must be rolled
away before the Resurrection takes
place is the force or weight of desire,
Man must divest himself of this weight
so as to be free and, in the words of
Paul, be ‘‘as a strong man to run