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Beginnings

The beginnings of all things are small—Cicero.

Of a good beginning cometh a good end.—Heywood.

Behold how great a matter a little fire kindleth.—/ames 3:5.
The principal part of everything is the beginning.—ZLaw Maxim.

Love is ever the beginning of Knowledge as fire is of light.—T homas’
Carlyle.

A little fire is quickly trodden out; being suffer’d, rivers cannot quench.
—Shakespeare.

Many a time . . . from a bad beginning great friendships have sprung
up.—Terence.

All great actions the wish’d course do run, that are, with their allow-
ance, well begun.—~Massinger.

Life’s but a means to an end; that end
Beginning, mean, and end to all things — God.—]. P. Bailey.

Begin whatever you have to do: the beginning of a work stands for
the whole.—Ausonius.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God.—John 1:1.

Thy word is true from the beginning: and every one of thy righteous
judgments endureth forever—Psalm 119:160.

Beware of the beginnings of vice. Do not delude yourself with the
belief that it can be argued against in the presence of the exciting cause.
Nothing but actual flight can save you—Haydon.

We must be watchful, especially in the beginning of temptation,
because then the enemy is easier overcome, if he is not suffered to come
in at all at the door of the soul, but is kept out and resisted at his first
knock.—Thomas a Kempis.

We are at the beginning of a new year, a new start . . . . We must
become more faithful, more earnest, more devoted to the ideals that have
been given by the Elder Brothers . . . . We must live the life not only in
the outside world but right in the home.—AMax Heindel.



Our Quest For Exce“ence

CompiLED FROM Max HriNpbEL’s WrrTiNgs BY Ersie HENDERSON

S we are about to begin a new year,
we are reminded of another begin-
ning — the beginning of our quest for a
higher degree of spiritual development
under the guidance of The Rosicrucian
Fellowship. We were happy then in the
realization that we had decided to work
with the Great Ones in disseminating the
gospel of the New Age in the Western
World and in helping to heal moral, men-
tal, and spiritual ills. No sacrifice seemed
too difficult. We felt that our love and
gratitude for this opportunity would keep
us in a high state of consciousness that
would make it easy for us always to per-
form loving, unselfish service to others.
We were aware of the high ideals, but
perhaps we were not fully aware of what
lay before us. However, we have come
to know that we have set out on a quest
as full of adventure as that of the knights
of old in quest of the Grail Cup. We are
trying to follow the Path of Excellence
of Performance so well that we can still
be on it when we reach the place as nar-
row as a razor’s edge -— to where we
can meet Christ in the air in our etheric
soul bodies. It is not an easy Path, but
we find help for practically every diffi-
cult step on the way in the writings of
Max Heindel, an Initiate in the Rosicru-
cian Order, founder of the Rosicrucian
Fellowship, and a consecrated servant in
the work of Christ. He tells us:
“The Rosicrucian Teaching urges the

pupil first of all to live the life, to con-
secrate all the powers of his being to so
walk that he may be fitted for possession
of the soul-powers essential to investigat-
ing the unexplained laws of Nature.”

“Here in the West . . . we have ad-
vanced to such a state of individuality
that we can progress only by action from
within, and if we make any promises or
take any vows, we should not obligate
ourselves to anyone else, but make our
promises and vows to ourselves.”

We do not have Masters in the West,
but Teachers and Friends. “The Teacher
in the West is the closest friend and ad-
viser of the pupil, for he follows the ex-
ample of the Christ, who said to His dis-
ciples: ‘“This is my commandment, that
ye love one another, as I have loved you.
Ye are my friends if ye do what I com-
mand you (and) henceforth I call you
not servants, for the servant knoweth not
what his lord doeth; but I have called
you {riends, for all things that I have
heard of my Father I have made known
unto you.’

“It is of the utmost importance that we
should recognize the fact that, at least in
our present limited existence, we cannot
possibly arrive at truth in the ultimate.
Therefore, that which seems to us ‘truth
and the whole truth’ is most likely after
all only a part of the truth. As we evolve
and become capable of understanding
more and more, our conceptions of life,
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the world, and God, change. Therefore,
we ought at all times to have the open
mind so that we may perceive new truth
.... We should never forget the fact that
there are still greater truths which we
have not yet learned. Then we are open
minded and cannot become creed bound
or hide bound.”

“Some people grow so extremely en-
thusiastic when they have found some-
thing that appeals to them as truth that
they at once commence a veritable cru-
sade to compel others to share it with
them. That is a great mistake. If we go
into a church and commence asking ques-
tions which raise doubts in the minds of
the members and make them uneasy con-
cerning their faith, we may easily cause
a sad state of disturbance. If that which
we have to give appeals to them and be-
comes an anchor to them, so that they
may rest in the new and higher faith,
well and good. But if it so happens that
that which we have to give is beyond
them, is unacceptable, we may lead them
into an extremely unhappy frame of
mind, and they may turn to materialism,
atheism, or some other dreadful, skep-
tical attitude. Their life, in that case,
will lie at our door. We should always
make it a rule in the world to be very
quiet about what we believe, or do not
believe, though never neglecting to say a
word where an opportunity is given, and
if that word brings an inquiry we should
answer it fearlessly. Thus we may gradu-
ally lead the inquirer on. He will not be
thus led unless he is seeking, and when
we find that he desires the information,
we should give him all he wants, freely.
But we reiterate that it is a serious respon-
sibility to thrust our opinion upon ears
that are unwilling or not ready.”

We have been taught that we should
put to the test anyone who would offer
to teach us.
often that no one should accept from any-
one else, either visible or invisible, teach-
ings in the slightest degree contrary to
his own highest conception of ethics. It
is dangerous to trust absolutely to people
in this world and admit them to our full

“It cannot be reiterated too .

confidence . . . . We ought, naturally, to
be much more careful when the question
comes to matters of the soul, and not
trust the most important of all matters,
our spiritual welfare, to someone we can-
not at least see and judge accordingly.
There are many Spirits, of course, who
have not the wits to do anything very
evil with their victims, and who just lead
them around for years and years without
any particularly harmful results. But self-
reliance is the most essential virtue to be
cultivated by us at this stage of our evo-

lution . . . . Hence we cught to guide our-
selves without fear or favor from any
Spirit.”

“The mass of humanity is taken care
of by the religion publicly taught in the
country of their birth, but there are al-
ways pioneers whose precocity demands
a higher teaching, and to them a deeper
doctrine is given through the agency of
the Mystery School belonging to their
country. When only a few are ready for
such preparatory schooling they are
taught privately. But as they increase in
number the teaching is given more pub-
Licly.

“The latter is the case in the Western
World at present. Therefore the Brothers
of the Rose Cross gave to the writer a
philosophy such as published in our vari-
ous works, and sanctioned the launching
of The Rosicrucian Fellowship to promul-
gate this Teaching. The purpose is to
bring aspiring souls into contact with the
Teacher when by service here, in the
Physical World, they have shown their
sincerity and given reasonable assurance
that they will use their spiritual powers
for service in the other world when they
shall have been initiated therein.

“The higher teachings are never given
for a monetary consideration. Peter in
olden days rebuked Simon the sorcerer,
who wanted to buy spiritual power that
he might prostitute it for spiritual gain.
The Elder Brothers also refuse to open
the door for those who prostitute the spir-
itual science by casting horoscopes, read-
ing palms, or giving clairvoyant readings
professionally for money.”
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“Like other Mystery Orders the Rosi-
crucian Order also aimed to help human-
ity in the attainment of bodily health.
It has been written in various works that
the members of the Order took a vow to
heal others free of charge. This statement
is somewhat garbled. The lay members
take a vow to minister to all according
to the best of their ability free of charge.
That vow included healing, of course, in
the case of such men as Paracelsus, who
had ability in that direction . . . Others
were not suited to be healers but labored
in other directions, but all were alike in
one particular — they never charged for
their services, and they labored in secret
without flourish of trumpet or sound of
drum.”

“Our revered leader, Christian Rose
Cross and the twelve Elder Brothers
whom he selected to aid him in the work
centuries ago” concluded “that pride of
intellect, intolerance, and impatience of
restraint would be the besetting sins of
our day; and they formulated their phi-
losophy so that it satisfies the heart at
the same time that it appeals to the in-
tellect and teaches man how to escape
restraint by mastering self.”

“Christ gave two commands to His
messengers: ‘Preach the Gospel, (of the
coming Age) and ‘heal the sick” One is
as binding as the other and as necessary.
To comply with the second command the
Elder Brothers have evolved a system of
healing which combines the best points
in the various schools of today with a
method of diagnosis and treatment as cer-
tain as it is simple, and thus a long step
has been taken to lift the healing art from
the sands of experiment to the rock of
exact knowledge.”

“There are two reasons for the healing
activities of the Rosicrucian Order. Like
all other earnest followers of Christ they
are longingly looking for ‘the day of the
Lord” They know that abuse of sex
prompted by the Lucifer Spirits has caused
and is responsible for disease and de-
bility, and that a sound body is indispen-
sable to the expression of a sound mind.
They have therefore aimed to heal the

body that it may express a sane mind,
and pure love instead of perverted love,
for conception under such conditions
hastens the kingdom of Christ by pro-
ducing bodies of finer and finer texture
to replace the ‘flesh and blood (which)
cannot inherit the kingdom, because
physiologically unfit.”

“We have learned through the Teach-
ings that it depends upon ourselves how
long we shall travel in the ‘wilderness.’
We have the latent power to rise to some-
thing greater and better. Everyone of us
has the power latent within that will
bring him or her into the City of Peace,
a place apart from sorrow and suffer-
ing. Everyone of us can and must make
the start sometime, and the first step is
purification, for without the pure life
there can be no spiritual achievement.
‘Ye cannot serve God and mammon,’ it
is said. But mammon is usually inter-
preted to mean the gold of the world.
Yet a man may remain in his business
and take care of it for the good of all,
not for his own selfish greed and interest,
doing everything possible for others, and
not be serving mammon no matter how
much he may be accumulating. A person
may love only a few around him, but
there is a higher love that flows out to
others not in his own circle which must
be observed. Every duty must be fulfilled
that we may thereby take advantage of
the higher opportunities that are ever
opening up before us.

“So we must all learn our lessons in
service; service to humanity, service to
animals, service to our younger brothers,
service everywhere. This alone will bring
us out of the ‘wilderness.”” It is said that
those who were highest in the temple were
those who served; and the Christ said,
‘He who would be the greatest among
you, let him be the servant of all.’ Let us
all strive to render this service. It is easy
to do if we will. Then some day in the
not far distant future we shall hear that
gentle voice, the voice of the Teacher,
which comes to everyone who serves and
who listens to the voice of God.”



Hermes Trismegistus--Mercurian Teacher

SHIRLEYANN O’NEeILL

Part 1

HERMES TRISMEGISTUS

Was he one or many, merging
Name and fame in one,

Like a stream, to which, converging,
Many streamlets run?

Who shall call his dreams fallacious?
Who has searched or sought

All the unexplored and spacious
Universe of thought?

Who in his own skill confiding,
Shall with rule and line

Mark the border-land dividing
Human and divine?

Trismegistus! Three times greatest!
How thy name sublime
Has descended to this latest
Progeny of time!
—H. W. Longfellow

N comparison with Babylon, mournful
metropolis of despotisin in the ancient

world, Egypt was a veritable citadel of
sacred knowledge, a school for its most
illustrious prophets, a shelter and a lab-
oratory for the noblest traditions of hu-
manity. Thanks to the great excavations
and remarkable research activities, the
ancient Egyptians are better known to
us today than any of the civilizations
which preceded Greece, for Egypt re-
veals to us its history written on pages
of stone. Its monuments are being ex-
cavated, its hieroglyphs deciphered, but
the deepest arcanum of its history is yet
to be fathomed. This arcanum is the eso-
teric teaching of its priests. This teach-
ing, scientifically cultivated in the tem-
ples, prudently veiled in its Mysteries, re-
veals to us the soul of Egypt, the secret
of its politics, and its preponderant role
in the history of the universe.

It is realized that in Assyria royalty
crushed the priesthood in order to make
of it a tool, whereas in Egypt the priest-
hood disciplined royalty and never ab-
dicated even in the worst times, standing
up to kings, driving out despots and al-

ways governing the nation with an in-
tellectual superiority, a profound and
hidden wisdom which no teaching body
has ever equalled in any country or in
any age.

From the Aryan Epoch, throughout the
troubled era which followed Vedic times
to the Persian conquest and the Alexan-
drian Age, Egypt was the stronghold of
pure and exalted teachings, whose total-
ity constitutes the science of principles,
and which can be called the esoteric
orthodoxy of antiquity. It was possible
for fifty dynasties to succeed one another,
for the Nile to deposit its alluvium.over
entire cities, for the Phoenician invasion
to flood the country and be repelled; in
the midst of history’s ebb and flow, be-
neath the seeming idolatry of its external
polytheism, Egypt preserved the ancient
foundations of esoteric theology and its
priestly organization. It stood firm against
the centuries like the pyramid of Gizeh,
half-sunk beneath the sands, but intact.
Thanks to this immobility of the sphinx,
keeping its secret, to this resistance in
granite, Egypt became the axis around
which the religious thought of humanity
revolved in its passage from Asia to
Europe. Judea, Greece, and Etruria were
so many spirits of life which formed dif-
ferent civilizations. But from whom did
they draw their basic ideas, if not the
living storehouse of ancient Egypt? In
the temples of Osiris, in ancient Thebes,
which the initiates called the city of the
Sun or the solar ark because it contained
the synthesis of divine science and all the
secrets of initiation, these teachings were

held sacred.

Every year at the summer solstice when
the floods of rain fall in Abyssinia, the
Nile changes color and takes on that
tint of blood referred to in the Bible. The
Nile swells until the autumnal equinox
conceals the outline of its banks. But
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standing upon their granite plateaus be-
neath the blinding Sun, temples carved
in the heart of the rock and pyramids
reflect the majesty of their ruins in the
Nile, now transformed into a sea. Thus
the Egyptian priesthood passed through
the centuries accompanied by its organi-
zation and symbols, secrets which for a
long time were inpenetrable to science.
In these temples, these pyramids, devel-
oped the famous teaching of the Word
of Light, of the universal Word which
Moses enclosed in his golden ark, and of
which Christ was to be the living torch.

Truth is unchangeable in itself, it alone
outlives everything, but it changes its
habitations, its forms, and its manifesta-
tions. “The Light of Osiris” which once
lighted the depth of nature and the heav-
enly vault for the initiates is extinguished
forever in the abandoned crypts. The
prophecy of Hermes was fulfilled: “O
Egypt! Egypt! In future generations there
will remain only incredible tales about
you, and nothing will be left but words
carved in stone.” :

The colossal sphinx of Gizeh near the
great pyramid is the heritage left us by
the early Egyptian civilization. From the
time when the Delta of the Nile did not
yet exist, the huge symbolic animal lay
upon its granite base, before the chain
of the Lybian Mountains, looking at the
sea, dashing against its feet where today
the sands of the desert are all that re-
main. The sphinx, that first creation of
Egypt, became its principal symbol, its
distinctive mark. The oldest human priest-
hood carved it, a picture of calmness and
of the awe-inspiring majesty of Nature.
It is terrestrial Isis, a portrayal of the liv-
ing unity of Nature’s kingdoms, for the
ancient teachers knew and taught that in
the great order of evolution, human na-
ture emerges from animal nature. In this
composite of bull, lion, eagle, and man
are also contained the four animals of Eze-
kiel’s vision, representing the four constit-
uent elements of the microcosm and the
macrocosm: water, earth, air, and fire,
the foundations of esoteric science. This
is why, in subsequent centuries the ini-

tiates saw the sacred animal lying on the
steps of the temples or in the recesses of
crypts; they felt this mystery come to
life within them and they silently folded
the wings of their Spirits over inner
truth. For before Oedipus, they knew
that the answer to the riddle of the
sphinx is Man, the microcosm, the divine
agent who includes within himself all the
elements and forces of Nature.

Around the year 2,000 B.C. Egypt un-
derwent the dreadful crisis of foreign in-
vasion and partial conquest. Led by
shepherd-kings called Hyksos, this inva-
sion rolled its flood over the Delta and
Middle Egypt. The schismatic kings
brought with them a corrupt civilization,
Jonian idolatry, the luxury of Asia, and
the customs of the harem. The life of
Egypt was threatened, its culture and
its universal mission was endangered. But
Egypt possessed a spirit of life, that is, an
organized body of initiates, depositories
of the ancient knowledge of Hermes and
Ammon-Ra. The Spirit withdrew to the
heart of its sanctuaries, it gathered it-
self together, the better to resist the
enemy. The priesthood outwardly bowed
before the invasion and recognized the
usurpers, but, hidden in the temples like
a sacred depository, the councils kept
their science and tradition, the ancient,
pure religion, and with it the hope of a
restoration of the former dynasty.

It was at this period that the priests
propagated among the people the legend
of Isis and Osiris. The imagination of
the people was stimulated by the pomp
of public ceremonies, but at the same
time the initiates deemed it necessary to
place the esoteric truth beyond attack by
covering it with a threefold veil. The
spreading of the popular cult of Isis and
Osiris corresponds with the inner organi-
zation of the greater and lesser Mysteries.
Moral tests were invented, the oath of
silence was required, and the penalty of
death strictly inflicted upon the initiates
who divulged the least detail of the Mys-
teries. Thanks to this strict organization,
Egyptian initiation became not only the
haven of esoteric doctrine, but also the



8 Ravs FroM THE Rose Cross

crucible of the revival of Egypt and the
school for future religions.

Thus the Mysteries saved the soul of
Egypt, under foreign tyranny, for the
good of mankind. For such was then the
strength of their discipline, the power of
their initiation, that they contained
Egypt’s best moral force and the highest
spiritual achievements. As the eminent
occult writer Edouard Schuré says:

Ancient initiation rested upon a concept
of man, both healthier and nobler than
ours. Our physical and natural sciences,
progressive in themselves, set aside the
principle of the soul and its diffusion in
the universe; our religion does not satisfy
the needs of the Spirit; our medicine wishes
to know neither soul nor Spirit. Modern
man seeks pleasure without happiness,
happiness without knowledge and knowl-
edge without Wisdom. The ancients did
not allow one to separate these things. In
every domain they took into account man’s
threefold nature. Initiation was a gradual
training of every human being toward the
lofty heights of the Spirit, from which one
can survey life. “In order to attain mas-
tery,” said the sages of that age, “Man
needs a total remolding of his physical,
moral and spiritual being. But this re-
molding is only possible through the simul-
taneous exercise of the will, intuition and
reason. Through the complete cooperation
of these three, man can develop his facul-
ties to an incalculable degree. The soul
has senses which are asleep; initiation
awakens them. Through profound study
and application, man can put himself in
conscious touch with the hidden forces in
the universe. Through a great effort he
can attain direct spiritual perception, can
open to his vision vathg of the after-life
and can make himself capable of advancing
along these paths. Only then can he say he
has conquered fate and here on earth has
acquired his divine freedom. Only then can
the initiate become an initiator, a seer and
a creator. For only one who controls him-
self can control others; only one who is
free can set free.”

The ancient initiates thought in this
manner. The greatest among them lived
and acted acecordingly. Therefore initiation
was something far different from an empty
dream; it was the creation of a soul through
itself, its development to a higher level
and its efflorescence in the Divine World.

From the very beginnings of the dawn
of nascent humanity upon this particular
plane of manifestation, mankind has had
but one ultimate goal: to journey back
to his Divine Source. There are two

paths leading fallen man back to God:

the one ascends slowly through many in-
carnations ever spiraling upwards and on-
wards. But this requires many Earth-
lives for the Ego to progress in its efforts.
It experiences many temptations and dif-
ficulties, many set-backs, and the incur-
rence of numerous karmic debts. The
other Path is that of the Initiate, the way
of direct ascent, the Path of Initiation.
This way leads straight upwards, back to
the Divine Creator, but only a few pos-
sess the necessary qualities for the sub-
jugation of the lower nature to that of
the Higher Self to travel this road. It is
beset with divers trials and tribulations,
but for the one who chooses this Way of
Attainment the reward is great — Divine
Ilumination and conscious union with
the Divine Essence hidden within.

From the very earliest days of fallen
man, divine help has always been avail-
able to those seeking the Light. The Age-
less Wisdom Teaching has been given
over and over again throughout countless
aeons of time. Many teachers have ap-
peared down through the ages, all giving
the same essential truth — to seek the
Divine Spark hidden deeply within every
living thing.

One of the very earliest and very great-
est was Hermes Trismegistus, a Lord of
Mercury who incarnated on ancient At-
lantis and whose mission it was to aid in
awakening the intellect of evolving hu-
manity. Hermes represents Mercury or
Wisdom, who is guiding man along the
path leading to an awakening of Cosmic
Knowledge. He was said always to wear
the stone jasper, which was declared to
carry the healing powers transmitted by
Raphael, the Star Angel of Mercury.

The teachings of Hermes were inscribed
upon pyramids, obelisks, and tablets of
stone. At the time of the Flood and the
inundation of Atlantis many of his highest
teachings were lost, but as the remaining
life wave made its way back into the
Nile valley the surviving inscriptions were
rediscovered and eventually came to be
held sacred by the Egyptian priesthood.
At that time there was neither papyrus
nor phonetic writing, but the sacred ide-
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ography now existed and this science was
carved in hieroglyphs on the columns and
walls of the temples and crypts. Consid-
erably improved, it later passed into the
temple libraries. This teaching of Hermes
formed the basis for the Egyptian esoteric
religion. He was the first great teacher
to describe the Path of Attainment. Long
centuries later the same teaching was
preserved by the Essenes, and finally was
reaffirmed by the Christ, the Supreme
Way-Shower of mankind. How thought
provoking it is to consider that the same
essential teaching that was given by Her-
mes on Atlantis was again taught by
Christ millions of years later!

For hundreds of years the teachings of
Hermes were declared heretical and pre-
served in deepest secrecy, but now with
the expansion of man’s consciousness and
a more acute awareness of the things of
the Spirit, the ancient teaching has again
been brought into focus to aid humanity
in its upward advancement.

Perhaps nowhere in all esoteric litera-
ture is there a more beautiful doctrine
than the one given by Hermes and pre-
served throughout these countless ages.
After his teachings were discovered in
Egypt many of the fragments were trans-
lated into Greek and served as a founda-
tion for the writings of Plato and Pythag-
oras. The most notable of these is the
description of the archetypal pattern
which, although ascribed to Plato, is ac-
tually Hermetic in origin. The following
mantram has been translated from the

inscriptions of Hermes:

That which is above is like unto that
which is below. Having been endowed
with the germs of becoming by the
Deity, matter is brought into birth, for
the Creative Force fashions it accord-
ing to the ideal forms. The Earth is
the image of the heavens, a projection
here below of the order above.

The Hermetic teachings not treasured
by the great civilization of Greece were
preserved in the library of Alexandria
and were lost forever when that great
edifice and citadel of ancient civilization
was destroyed. It is believed by most

metaphysicians, however, that the major-
ity of the teachings of Hermes can be
contacted in the Memory of Nature by
those able to do so.

The admonitions of Hermes are usually
written in dialogue form with his so-called
son,” Tat. Being a Lord of Mercury,
Hermes had no actual physical son, but
Tat is representative of all aspiring hu-
manity in its search for truth. Thus Her-
mes leaves his teachings for all evolving
students who may hear and need him.

With the Hermetic literature that has
been preserved we still have only a frag-
ment of his writings, the flotsam and
jetsam of a once most noble vessel that
sailed the seas of human endeavor, and
was an ark of refuge to many a pious and
cultured aspirant.

The Hermes cult was the most ancient
of all cults and was preserved by the
flowering of the Greek civilization. It may
be claimed that the history of civilization
is always the history of Hermes or, to put
it astrologically, the history of the planet
Mercury’s influence in human affairs.
The original Semites were chosen as the
seed of the Fifth Root Race, in which
reason was to be developed and brought
to its first flowering. This exalted achieve-
ment came to ancient Greece. Conse-
quently, Hermes finally stood as the Su-
preme Hierophant of their Mysteries in
the figure of Hermes Trismegistus, the
Thrice Great beloved of Egypt also, but
more ancient than Egypt, being the Hiero-
phant of the Mercurial Mysteries of At-
lantis. In the writings of Hermes he
plainly declares he was from Mercury and
what his mission to humanity was:

I will make men’s nature well endowed;
I will devote to them Prudence and
Wisdom, Persuasiveness and Truth, and
I will benefit the morta] life of men
born under my star. For that the types
our Father and Creator hath set apart
for me are types of Wisdom and Intel-
ligence, and more than ever is this so
what time the motion of the Stars set
over them doth have the natural pow-
er of each consonant with itself.

(Continued)
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The Ego's World

Mary Forp

N the Cosmo-Conception the diagram

on page 54 shows clearly that the
fifth Region of the World of Thought
is lowest focal point for the human Spirit.
Just below this Region lies the Region of
Archetypal Forces, the fourth Region
where the link of mind as such is located
and where the Memory of Nature be-
longing to the Farth Period is found,
whose “reflections” are partially available
to the neophyte-seer in the Reflecting
Ether. Their location here, midway of
the World of Thought where spirit is
focused into matter, is highly significant,
and explains why the ability to read in
the “Book of God’s Remembrance” is also
called one of the “gifts of the Holy Ghost,”
though this “Book™ is not part of Jeho-
vah’s own special world.

This Region of Abstract Thought is
the first world in which the Virgin Spirit
knows itself as Ego, coming down into
matter; and the first in which the Ego
knows itself as a Spirit when rising up out
of matter. Here it is aware of itself as
separate and apart from all other Egos,
and the Human Spirit sheath in which it
is enclosed is the prototypal aura which
is reflected in the mental and astral
sheaths. The Life Spirit and Divine Spirit
are also called veils or sheaths, but they
are not “auras” in the limiting sense that
the Human Spirit is, or that the mental
sheath and desire body are. The Human
Spirit constitutes the glorious raiment of
the Ego in the Third Heaven. When the
“Golden Wedding Garment” is formed,
this becomes a special vehicle for the
Ego which is carried from life to life.

At the present time the human Spirit,
or Ego, ascends no higher than this Region,
of Abstract Thought, the Third Heaven,
between births, taking the four seed atoms
with it. Since it has but little conscious-
ness at this level it does not stay long,
but soon feels the call for rebirth. The
Hierarchs then show to the Ego a series

of pictures of future lives from which it
may choose one. The Ego has not the
wisdom to work alone, but the Hierarchs
have access not only to the records in
the Region of Archetypal Forces pertain-
ing to the Earth Period, but they also
have access to the records in the World
of Life Spirit, which go back to the
dawn of the Saturn Period. Thus man
is guided to make a wise selection, and
under their tutelage he once more begins
the descent through the planes to a new
birth in a physical body.

It 1s here, also, in the Third Heaven,
where the Ego has its essential being, that
the great Teachers or Hierophants of the
Mystery Schools make their contact with
the neophyte. The Teacher may or may
not appear personally as a vision or image
or materialized presence. He may or
may not convey instruction either tele-
pathically or clairaudiently. He does,
however, use the Jupiter Period objec-
tive picture-consciousness — which all
mankind will have in the Jupiter Period,
but which the Elder Brothers of the Rose
Cross now possess.

This kind of communication becomes
possible because a new (fifth) spiritual
element is united with the speech, and
the images formed seem to be perceived
with complete objectivity. Nevertheless,
this objective image-vision rises not from
without but from within the egoic con-
sciousness itself. It wells up from within
because the communication is from pure
Ego to pure Ego. It is nonetheless ob-
jective in the spiritual sense. The interior
communication 1is accompanied by the
projected picture-consciousness, which ap-
pears at the etheric level in the Reflecting
Ether and it may condense still further
to the very line of physical sight.

Thus when the neophyte is in the pres-
ence of an Adept he is aware of a teach-
ing that arises deep within his own egoic

(Continued on page 12)



11

“THOUGHTS ARE THINGS”

BETTY SACHELLI

N his best seller, Think and Grow Rich,

Napoleon Hill says: “Truly, ‘thoughts
are things’ . powerful things when
mixed with definiteness of purpose, per-
sistence, and a burning desire . . . Our
brains become magnetized with the dom-
inating thoughts we hold in our. minds. ..
and these “magnets’ attract to us the forces,
people, and circumstances of life which
harmonize with our dominating thoughts.”

When certain centers of spiritual pow-
ers are developed, one can actually see
thought-force and thought-forms; and al-
though these centers are dormant in most
people, they are not extinct. Latent in
all, they are rejuvenated through a re-
fining process of mind, body, and Spirit.

Thought is dynamic energy. Christ Jesus
taught the power of thought to His dis-
ciples when He said: “As a man thinketh
in his heart, so is he.” If you want love,
you must first send out thoughts of love,
for He also taught: “As ye sow, so shall
ye reap.”

Have you asked God for the sunshine
When your thoughts were on the rain?
Have you prayed for perfect health
Yet envisioned only pain?

Hold in mind your one desire;
That is the mystic key;

For, “As man thinketh in his heart
So is he.”

Think of hope and love and peace,
Turn aside from all despair,

And you’ll find there’s magic power
in true, ENVISIONED prayer.

We can’t have health if we dwell only
on our ailments. Right thinking is the
key to answered prayer: conceive, believe,
and ‘achieve! Let us think of our mind as
an electronic device, able to send or re-
ceive a picture or a message; let us tune
in to what we want to receive or send —

health, happiness, success — and tune out
all thoughts of sickness and failure.

Right thinking — thinking higher
thoughts — constitutes a means of de-
veloping the thought centers. By “higher
thoughts” is meant the better, the finer,
the inspiring thoughts — in contrast to
the trivial, the petty, the mean little
thoughts we sometimes allow to take over
our minds. Two thoughts cannot occupy
the mind at the same time, so the choice
is ours as to whether our thoughts will be
constructive or destructive. David Bush
states it truly in these lines:

Think love, and love will grow;
Think hate, and hate youw’ll know.

There is nothing beyond the realm of
possibility if we resolve within our own
mind to do it. If we envision it, hold a
clear, mental picture of it in our mind
and determine with all our heart that we
will find a way, sometime, somewhere,
something — a vivid image, an inspira-
tlon, an intuitive flash — will impress
itself upon our mind and presto! the way
is clear. But if our mind is filled with dis-
couragement, the fleeting impression is
blocked, or it-will just flit by un-noticed.

Good or bad thoughts sent out often
enough, and with the proper depth of
feeling, return translated into their ma-
terial counterpart. “Like attracts like,”
and each “attraction” gives added strength
to the original thought. Truly, “thoughts
are things,” attracting the apparel to
clothe themselves and materialize before
our very eyes.

How can we make our thoughts do our
bidding? By persistent autosuggestion, by
using the subconscious mind, for the sub-
conscious believes anything it is told —
true or false — when repeatedly told with
authority.

Habits are easily formed. We can form
the habit of always thinking positive
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thoughts; they favor a state of mind
known as faith. We can learn to take
pleasure in trying something new, some-
thing beneficial to others. Enthusiasm
Makes the Difference is the title of a book
by Norman Vincent Peale; adding imagi-
nation to enthusiasm gives an unbeatable
team.

Imagination is a most powerful force;
it can determine the value of one’s life.
Imagination fathered all inventions, all
explorations, and gave humanity greater
ease and freedom than it has ever had be-
fore. The faculty of imagination, like a
muscle, is greatly strengthened by exer-
cise — but we must do the work.

Thoughts are things that live on and
are active for long periods of time; their

endurance depends on the potency of the
force behind them. A definite plan or
pattern must be impressed on the sub-
conscious before it becomes an actual
“creation.” Visualization of the pattern
— persistent and clear — is necessary for
its materialization.

When thoughts become burning desires,
colored with imagination and clothed with
enthusiasm, then, truly, thoughts are
things. Ella W. Wilcox wrote:

You never can tell what thought will do
In bringing you hate or love,
For thoughts are things and their airy
wings
Are swifter than carrier-doves.

They follow the law of the universe;
Each thing must create its kind;
And they spread o’er the track to bring
you back
Whatever went out from your mind.

THE EGO’S WORLD
(Continued from page 10)

being, which is at the same time illustrated
by the “Jupiter Period objective Self-
conscious Picture-consciousness.” Teach-
er and pupil are thinking together, Ego
to Ego.

At the present time, though the Ego
has little consciousness in the Region of
Abstract Thought, “If our minds are oc-
cupied with such subjects as mathematics
or study of planetary phases of evolution
we are in the Region of purely Abstract
Thought . . . and the mind is directed
upward towards the spiritual realms and
liberation” (Cosmo, p. 202).

The Heart’s Language

There is a language of the heart

That needs no words its thought to bear;
Its silent message reaches out

And finds response in those who share
The same vibration of the soul;

They catch the meaning and rejoice
That kindred souls unite with them

For those ideals they cannot voice.

They gain the strength, the courage when

They feel a glad uplift and know

That somewhere someone is in tune;

And with a new impulse they go

With more incentive, more desire

To reach the goal, and they impart

Their added faith to help as they

Speak, too, the language of the heart.
—DErLrA ApaMms LEITNER
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The Three Fates

EDITOR’S NOTE — The following is an excerpt from Plato’s RErusLic, Book
X, referring to the three Fates mentioned in the Jan., 1970, issue of the Ravs, p. 11.

“The story, Glaucon, would take too
long to tell; but the sum was this: He said
that for every wrong which they had done
to anyone they suffered tenfold....

“Now when the spirits which were in the
meadow had tarried seven days, on the
eighth they were obliged to proceed on
their journey, and, on the fourth day after,
he said that they came to a place where
they could see from above a line of light,
straight as a column, extending right
through the whole heaven and through
the earth, in color resembling the rainbow,
only brighter and purer; another day’s
journey brought them to the place, and
there, in the midst of the light, they saw
the ends of the chains of heaven let down
from above: for this light is the belt of
heaven, and holds together the circle of the
universe, like the undergirders of a trireme.
From these ends is extended the spindle
of Necessity, on which all the revolutions
turn. The shaft and hook of this spindle
are made of steel, and the whorl is made
partly of steel and also partly of other ma-
terials. Now the whorl is in form like the
whorl used on earth; and the description
of it implied that there is one large hollow
whorl which is quite scooped out, and into
this is fitted another lesser one, and an-
other, and another, and four others, mak-
ing eight in all, like vessels which fit into
one another; the whorls show their edges
on the upper side, and on their lower side
all together form one continuous whorl.
This is pierced by the spindle, which is
driven home through the center of the
eighth. The first and outermost whorl has
the rim broadest, and the seven inner
whorls are narrower, in the following pro-
portions — the sixth is next to the first in
size, the fourth next to the sixth; then
comes the eighth; the seventh is fifth, the
fifth is sixth, the third is seventh, last and
eighth comes the second. The largest (or
fixed stars) is spangled, and the seventh

(or sun) is brightest; the eighth (or moon)
colored by the reflected light of the sev-
enth; the second and fifth (Saturn and
Mercury) are in color like one another,
and yellower than the preceding; the third
(Venus) has the whitest light; the fourth
(Mars) is reddish; the sixth (Jupiter) is
in whiteness second. Now the whole spindle
has the same motion; but, as the whole
revolves in one direction, the seven inner
circles move slowly in the other, and of
these the swiftest is the eighth; next in
swiftness are the seventh, sixth, and fifth,
which move together; third in swiftness
appeared to move according to the law of
this reversed motion the fourth; the third
appeared fourth and the second fifth. The
spindle turns on the knees of Necessity;
and on the upper surface of each circle is
a siren, who goes round with them, hymn-
ing a single tone or note. The eight to-
gether form one harmony; and round
about, at equal intervals, there is ancther
band, three in number, each sitting upon
her throne, these are the Fates, daughters
of Necessity, who are clothed in white robes
and have chaplets upon their heads, La-
chesis and Clotho and Atropos, who ac-
company with their voices the harmony
of the sirens — Lachesis singing of the
past, Clotho of the present, Atropos of the
future; Clotho from time to time assisting
with a touch of her right hand the revo-
lution of the outer circle of the whorl or
spindle, and Atropos with her left hand
touching and guiding the inner ones, and
Lachesis laying hold of either in turn, first
with one hand and then with the other.
“When Er and the spirits arrived, their
duty was to go at once to Lachesis; but
first of all there came a prophet who ar-
ranged them in order; then he took from
the knees of Lachesis lots and samples of
lives, and having mounted a high pulpit,
spoke as follows: ‘Hear the word of La-
chesis, the daughter of Necessity. Mortal
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souls, behold a new cycle of life and mor-
tality. Your genius will not be allotted to
you, but you will choose your genius, and
let him who draws the first lot have the
first choice, and the life which he chooses
shall be his destiny. Virtue is free, and as
a man honors or dishonors her he will have
more or less of her; the responsibility is
with the chooser—God is justified.” When
the Interpreter had thus spoken he scat-
tered lots indifferently among them all,
and each of them took up the lot which
fell near him, all but Er himself (he was
not allowed), and each as he took his lot
perceived the number which he had ob-
tained. Then the Interpreter placed on the
ground before them the samples of lives;
and there were many more lives than the
souls present, and they were of all sorts....

“All the souls had now chosen their lives,
and they went in the order of their choice
to Lachesis, who sent with them the genius
whom they had severally chosen, to be the
guardian of their lives and the fulfiller of
the choice; this genius led the souls first
to Clotho, and drew them within the revo-
lution of the spindle impelled by her hand,
thus ratifying the destiny of each; and
then, when they were fastened to this, car-
ried them to Atropos, who spun the
threads and made them irreversible,
whence without turning round they passed
beneath the throne of Necessity; and when
they had all passed, they marched on in
a scorching heat to the plain of Forget-
fulness, which was a barren waste desti-
tute of trees and verdure, and then to-
wards evening they encamped by the river
of Unmindfulness, whose water no vessel
can hold; of this they were all obliged to
drink a certain quantity, and those who
were not saved by wisdom drank more
than was necessary; and each one as he
drank forgot all things. Now after they
had gone to rest, about the middle of the
night there was a thunderstorm and earth-
quake, and then in an instant they were
driven upwards in all manner of ways to
their birth, like stars shooting. He himself
was hindered from drinking the water.
But in what manner or by what means
he returned to the body he could not say;

only, in the morning, awakening sudden-
ly, he found himself lying on the pyre.

“And thus, Glaucon, the tale has been
saved and has not perished, and will save
us 1f we are obedient to the word spoken;
and we shall pass safely over the river of
Forgetfulness and our soul will not be
defiled. Wherefore my counsel is, that we
hold fast ever to the heavenly way and
follow after justice and virtue always, con-
sidering that the soul is immortal and
able to endure every sort of good and
every sort of evil. Thus shall we live dear
to one another and to the gods, both while
remaining here and when, like conquerors
in the games who go round to gather gifts,
we receive our reward. And it shall be well
with us both in this life and in the pil-
grimage of a thousand years which we
have been describing.”

UNSHAKABLE STRENGTH

Prayer is a force as real as terrestrial
gravity. It is the most powerful form of
energy one can generate, an invisible
emanation of man’s worshipping Spirit.
When one prays with sincere feeling there
is an inflow of “spirit substance” which
energizes and heals. This is what gives
the frail human reed its unshakable
strength.

One can pray anywhere, any time —
walking up a street; seated in a chair at
home or on a park bench; standing in
a church or one’s office; reclining on a
sofa.

There is no set way to pray, no fancy
words or unique methods. No studied
postures or rituals are necessary. One
simply says what is in the heart and mind
in the way he can. Whatever the method,
when we pray we link ourselves with the
inexhaustible motive power that spins the
universe — and we become strengthened
and restored.

Prayer has a transforming quality. It
changes one for good if made a daily habit.
Thus it becomes a way of life—K.L.M.



Freedom

Ersa M. Grover

E may think of the laws and cus-

toms of society, the laws of the
state, and the laws of Nature as forming
a type of wall around the actions of an
individual. The individual may freely
perform any actions which lie within the
space inclosed by the wall, but if he
chooses to try to go beyond the wall he
finds his actions restricted and his powers
to act diminished. Society may ostracize
him, the state may fine him or otherwise
curtail his material power or may put him
in jail, and breaking the laws of Nature
may result in sickness or finding himself
in an environment lacking resources or
opportunities.

However, even one who stays within
this wall of law may find that his Ego is
not the sole ruler of his actions, his de-
sires, and his thoughts. The physical, de-
sire, and mental bodies frequently tend
to respond to external stimuli rather than
to the commands of the Ego. The mind
tends to wander in the direction in which
the mental currents flow over it. The
feelings tend to take on the shade of the
environment. Unless the Ego can muster
enough strength to counterbalance these
trends, one floats along in the stream of
life, and is carried wherever the current
flows.

Can the Ego assert itself, gain control
of the bodies, and make the bodies act
according to its commands? Yes, but it
requires a conscious effort and constant
vigilance. What should one do to help
the Ego gain fuller control? First of all,
one should recognize the causes of one’s
actions. He must distinguish between those
acts which are responses to the environ-
ment and those which are directed by the
Ego. Some acts, of course, will fall under
both categories, but acts which are only
responses to the environment and which
are against the direction of the Ego should
be particularly recognized.

Secondly, at least once a day, one
should take time to shut out from his
mind the clamoring and noise of the ex-
ternal world, and become inwardly quiet.
The Ego at these times will be able to
get its commands through to the bodies.
One should also aim to carry this feeling
of inner peace into everyday life so that
eventually the Ego will be able to com-
municate constantly with its vehicles.

Thirdly, when a resolution is made it
should be kept, unless found to be an
error. If the resolution was to attain some
goal, slowness or delays or repeated fail-
ures should not be allowed to weaken
one’s determination. If the resolution was
to perform some tasks for the benefit of
a person or of society, the gratitude or
ingratitude that one receives should not
influence one’s actions.

The Ego cannot be expected to gain
complete control in a short time, regard-
less of how much effort is put into this
task, because the physical, desire, and
mental bodies do not have all the neces-
sary structure to make them completely
responsive instruments of the Fgo. How-
ever, repeated efforts of the Ego to main-
tain control will act as a driving force in
producing the needed structure. For ex-
ample, in the physical body the heart is
being developed into a voluntary muscle.
Eventually conscious control of the heart
action will be possible, and it will be pos-
sible to control the portions of the brain
to which the blood flows and thence
completely to control the type of thoughts
engaged in.

Goethe wrote:

“Of all the bonds that hold the
world in chains,

Man frees himself when self-
control he gains.”

When the Ego can completely control
the bodies, it will also be free from the
illusion of separateness that the bodies
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have given it. Thence the Ego will feel
a kinship with all mankind and, in fact,
with all life, so that the Ego would not
think of harming another or doing any-
thing detrimental to society as a whole.
At this point the laws of society, of the
state, and of Nature no longer act as
restraints on the individual because the
laws only tell him he may not do what he
has no desire to do.

Attaining complete control over the
bodies so that one is able to respond to
hate with love, and to replace disharmony
with harmony, also makes one capable
of paying off debts of destiny so that

eventually one becomes free of the nec-
essity for rebirth.

The road to freedom appears paradox-
ical because one is told that to be free he
must regulate himself many times more
strictly than the law of the land or the
laws of Nature do. But the resolution of
the paradox is brought about if we keep
in mind the nature of our true self. Too
often we think of self in terms of the
physical, desire, and mental bodies. But
these are only temporary instruments of
the Ego, which is the true self. It is the
Ego, not its instruments, which is in
search of freedom.

THE OBJECT OF THE ROSICRUCIAN FELLOWSHIP

When the mist laden air at the time of
Atlantis condensed and filled the basins
of the earth with oceans of water, driving
men to the highlands, many perished by
asphyxiation, because they had not evolved
lungs. They could not pass through the
portal of the rainbow which was, so to
speak, the entrance gate to the new age
with its dry atmospheric conditions.

Another great world transformation is
coming, we know not when; even the
Christ confessed His ignorance of the
day and hour—but He warned us that
the day would come as a thief in the
night, and He prophesied that the condi-
tions in the world would be similar to
those prevailing in the days of Noah;
they were living then in carefree enjoy-
ment of life when suddenly the floodgates
of heaven were opened and death and
destruction spread before them.

Christ told us that it is possible to take
the kingdom of God by storm and attain
to the consciousness and conditions there
prevailing. But Paul informs us that flesh
and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of
God; he states that we have a soul body
(soma psuchicon—I Cor. 15:44), and
that we shall meet the Lord in the air
when He comes. This soul body is there-

fore as necessary to entrance into the new
age of the kingdom of God, as a body
equipped with lungs was to the Atlan-
teans who desired to enter into the age
in which we are now living. Therefore it
is necessary that we make our calling and
election sure by preparing the golden
wedding garment, the soul body, which
alone can secure our admission to the
mystic marriage.

The multitude is slowly moving in the
right direction as led by the different
churches, but there is an ever-growing
class that, so to speak, feels the wings
of the soul body sprouting, people who
feel an inner urge to take the kingdom of
God by storm. Though unaware of any
definite ideal, they sense a greater truth
and a more certain light than that which
the Church radiates; they are tired of
parables and long to learn the underlying
facts at the very feet of Churist.

The Rosicrucian Fellowship was started
for the purpose of reaching that class, to
show them the way of illumination, to
help them build their soul body and
evolve the soul powers which will enable
them to enter consciously into the king-
dom of God and obtain firsthand knowl-
edge—Max Heindel.



MAX HEINDEL'S

MESSAGE

Taken from His Writings
THE DESIRE BODY

(TWENTY-FOURTH INSTALLMENT)

Man’s Desire Body in the Invisible World

The Borderland

T is a mistake to think that heaven is
a place of unalloyed happiness for all.

No one can reap any more happiness
than what he sowed on Earth. The meas-
ure of our joy there will be the good
deeds we did in Earth life. The pano-
rama of life etched into our desire bodies
just after death forms the basis of our en-
joyment in heaven, as it was the decreer
of our suffering in Purgatory.

There are two classes for whom post-
mortem existence is particularly blank
and monotonous: the materialist and the
man who was so absorbed in his material
business that he never gave a thought to
the spiritual worlds. The reason is not
far to seek. They led good, moral lives
as a rule, indulged in none of the vices
which find their expurgation in the pur-
gatorial regions of the lower Desire World,
but neither have they done any good
such as would find its fruition in feelings
of joy in the First Heaven. To have given
even large sums of money for the build-
ing of churches, libraries, or parks will
help nothing there, unless the giver took
particular interest in his gift, and thus
gave himself with the money. Merely to
give money will bring affluence in a fu-
ture life, but to give oneself is more than
money — it is soul-growth. The material-
istic business man therefore goes to the
fourth region, which is a sort of Border-
land between Purgatory and the First
Heaven. He is too good to suffer in Pur-
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gatory and not good enough to have a
First Heaven life. He has still a keen
longing for business. With no interests,
save desires that cannot be gratified there,
his life is an unenviable monotony, though
he suffers in no other way.

The out-and-out materialist, who de-
nies God and has the idea that death is
annihilation, is in the worst of straits. He
sees his mistakes, yet having so disassoci-
ated himself from spiritual ideas, he often
cannot believe but that this is a prelude
to annihilation. The dreadful suspense
wears terribly on such people, and it is
not an uncommon sight to see them going
about murmuring to themselves: Is it
not soon the end? And, worst of all, if
anyone who is instructed tries to inform
them they will deny the existence of spirit
there as much as they did in earth life,
calling him visionary for thinking that
there is anything beyond.

There are many people (of the belief
that when a man pays his debts, cares for
his family, and lives a moral life here, he
will be all right hereafter) who have a
rather unenviable time in the Desire
World after death. They are, of course,
to be looked up to from the standpoint
of this life only, but at the present time
we are required to cultivate at least some
altruistic tendencies in order to progress
beyond our present evolutionary status.

We find the people who have neglected
the higher duties in the fourth region of
the Desire World after death. There is
the business man who paid a hundred
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cents on the dollar, who dealth honestly
by everyone, who worked for the material
improvement of his city and country as a
good citizen, paid his employees fair wages,
treated his wife and family with consid-
eration, gave them all possible advan-
tages, etc. He may even through them
have built a church, or at least given very
liberally to it; or he may have built li-
braries or founded institutes, etc. But he
did not give himself. He took interest in
the church only for the sake of his family
or for the sake of respectability; he had
no heart in it. All his heart was in his
business, in making money, or in attaining
a worldly position.

When he enters the Desire World after
death he is too good to go to Purgatory
and not good enough to go to heaven.
He has dealt justly with everyone and
wronged nobody. Therefore, he has noth-
ing to expiate. But neither has he done
any good that could give him a life in
the First Heaven where the good of his
past life is assimilated. Therefore he is
in the fourth region — between Heaven
and Hell, as it were. The fourth region
is the center of the Desire World and
the feeling there is most intense. The
man still feels a keen desire for business,
but since he can neither buy nor sell, his
life is a most dreadful monotony.

All that he gave to the churches, in-
stitutes, etc., counts as nothing because
of his lack of heart. Only when we give
Jor love will the gift avail to bring happi-
ness hereafter. It is not the amount that
we give, but the spirit that accompanies
the gift, which matters. Therefore, it is
within the power of everyone to give and
thus benefit himself and others.

Indiscriminate money giving, however,
often causes people to become thriftless
and indigent, but by giving heartfelt
sympathy, by helping people to believe in
themselves and start in life with fresh
ardor when they have fallen by the way-
side, by giving ourselves in service ren-
dered humanity, we lay up treasures in
heaven and give more than gold.

Christ said: “The poor are with us
always”. We may not be able to bring

Rose Cross

them from poverty to riches and that may
not be the best for them, but we can en-
courage them to learn the lesson that is to
be learned in poverty. We can help them
to a better view of life, and unless the
man does that also, he will not be “all
right” when he passes out. He will suffer
that dreadful monotony in order to learn
that he must fill his life with something
of real value, and thus in a succeeding
life his conscience will spur him on to do
something better than to grind out dol-
lars. However, he will not neglect his ma-
terial duties, for that is as bad as to spurn
spiritual endeavor.

(Continued)

SONNET

God speaks to me a thousand different
ways:

A warm south wind that whispers down
the lane;

A sudden shower that wets the earth’s
brown face

And summons forth abundant fruits and
grain;

A sky lark tossing his ecstatic notes

Among the golden ribbons of the dawn;

The subtle scent of dew drenched glens
that floats

Before the quivering nostrils of a fawn;

A fountain catching moments from the sun

To toss like jewels about the silver spray;

The stars that light their tapers one by one

When night has flung her shadows over
day;

I hea