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Guidance on the Path

Only as we practice the Teachings in our immediate cirele of
influence will they bear fruit in soul growth. We may read till we
get mental indigestion, but actions speak louder than words.

We are all Christ-in-the-making; the love nature is unfolding in
us all, and why should we not identify ourselves with one or another
of the Christian. churches which cherish the Christ Ideal? Many are
hungry for what we feed upon. We cannot share it with them by
standing aloof.

‘We all wish to know. It is natural that we should, but unless our
knowledge serves to make us better men and women, better servants
to our fellows, it does not make us greater in the sight of God.

As we evolve and arrive at an understanding of the mystery of
light, color, and conseciousness, we gradually learn to rule our stars.
Then by conformity to the laws of Nature we become masters of our
own destiny.

There is no easier or more effective method of putting our
whole being in tune with a certain design, and hurling a powerful
thought in a desired direction, than earnest Christian Prayer.

To be perfectly in line with facts, to be able to live by the whole
truth, we must realize that birth and death are evanescent features of
this age of concrete existence, but life itself is interminable.

The quality of mutability of matter and evanescence of form is
the basis of all spiritual progress, for if matter were immutable as
spirit, there would be no possibility of advancement.

Charts and diagrams may be valuable helps at a certain stage
of our development, but it behooves us always to remember their
limitations and strive o attain by our intuition the true spiritual idea.

The Lucifer Spirits are aiding in the process of evolution. From
them we received the iron which alone makes it possible to live in an
oxygenated atmosphere. They have been, and are, agitators for ma-
terial progress, and we have no right to anathematize them.

We are to learn the lesson of working for a common pupose,
without leadership; each prompted alike by the Spirit of Love from
within to strive for the physical, moral, and spiritual uplift of all the
world to the stature of Christ—the Lord and Light of the World.

The more we cultivate the spirit of doing all things whatsoever
for the sake of Christ and His liberation, the better and more fruitful
lives we shall lead. —Max Heindel in Letters to Students.
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Optical lllusion and the Light Ether

A PROBATIONER

ECAUSE the Light Ether as
formerly desecribed by occult scien-
tists covers the band of the electromag-
netic spectrum which is involved with
the functioning of the optic nerve and
its physical vision, and because etherie
sight nearly always opens up first in
this area also, revealing light in its inner
or invisible character, beginning seers
not infrequently mistake certain kinds
of ordinary light phenomena or optical
effects for etherie realities. Confusion is
inereased by the fact that some etherie
effects which come from within the
spiritual universe closely resemble light
effects and seem a part of the activities
of the outer physical world. Thus, the
occultist has frequently observed the
blue spark which shoots out of seeds and
which indicates the presence of a living
nature spirit there; similar life sparks
are seen often in vegetation and are
often reported. Folklore includes them
with ‘‘elf fire,”’ which is sometimes
physieal, sometimes etheric, in origin.
Another source of illusion is the fact
that just as art students gradually learn
to see colored shadows—principally blue,
but other colors also—so, too, does the
oceultist, for he is becoming more keenly
observant. An art student onece said to
his teacher, who was painting many
beautiful tints into an ocean picture,
“I don’t see those colors in the water

out there!’”’ And the teacher replied
serenely, ‘‘Keep looking, and you will.”?

Goethe was one of the first scientists
—for he was a scientist—to show the
physiology of color, anticipating, in this
respect, some of our most modern
theories, although he made some errors,
due largely to a lack of scientific data
which was not discovered until after his
death. His theories of the physiology of
color, however, remain as an interesting
forerunner to a great deal of modern
art.

““Within the eye,”” Goethe wrote,
““dwells a light at rest, to be stirred by
the slightest cause from within or with-
out.”” This refers to the basic light-
sensation which the KEgo experiences,
and which can be stimulated into ac-
tivity by causes internal as well as
external. Goethe, although recognizing
the subjectivity of some portion of light
experience, did not take the view that
color was therefore an illusion, how-
ever. The occultist puts this another
way, saying that the sensation of color
belongs primarily to the desire body and
to the Desire World. But this color be-
longing to the Desire World is by no
means either illusion or hallucination.
It can be seen and felt by anyone who
has the requisite psychic faculties; but
illusion occurs on the physical plane
when these extraphysical sensations are
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confused with the physical in the brain.

Goethe comments on seeing flashes of
light and color about plants: ‘‘It is said
that eertain flowers seem to emit flashes
of light during the evening in the sum-
mertime—that they appear phosphor-
escent, shine in a momentary light.”’
And he goes on to tell of experiments
he performed to check this phenomenon.
Late in June of the year 1799, he was
walking at dusk in the garden with a
friend. Both mnoted something that
seemed to be a flame in the flowers of
the oriental poppy, but when they
looked directly at them they saw noth-
ing. Resuming their walk, they found
they could see the flame again when-
ever they wished by looking at the flow-
ers out of the cormers of their eyes.
“It was . . . a physiological color phe-
nomenon,’” he says, ‘‘and the apparent
flash was really the image of the flower
in the demanded blue-green color’’
(ecomplementary image). He adds: ‘“‘To
see this phenomenon under ordinary cir-
cumstances outdoors one must get used
to glancing sharply at the colored flow-
ers and then shift the eyes immediately
to the sandy path. One then sees it
strewn with blotches in the complemen-
tary color.”’

Goethe published an essay on ‘‘Col-
ored Shadows’’ in 1792, which is a
treatise of great scientific clarity. Later
he wrote a greatly enlarged study of
this phenomena, and offered a solution
which is still valid. His observations are
very beautiful as well as scientifically
precise: ‘“While visiting the Hara
mountains in the winter time, I was
descending the Brocken peak toward
nightfall. Upward and down the slopes
were covered with snow, as were the
plains. The scattered trees and jagged
rocks, the woods and outeroppings were
all frosted over. The sun was just sink-
ing toward the ponds of the Oder river
. . . By day, with snow carrying a yel-
lowish hue, soft violet shadows had been
noticeable; but now they could only be
called deep blue, for an enhanced yel-
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low light was reflected from the illu-
minated surfaces. Now that the sun
neared its setting, its beams tempered
by the gathering haze, bathing my whole
surroundings in the finest purple, the
shadows turned green—in clarity the
green of the ocean, in beauty that of
the emerald. The phenomena grew in
intensity until I thought I was in a
fairy world. Hverything was clothed in
the fine harmony of these two vivid
colors, until at last, with the setting of
the sun, the splendor faded into gray
dusk, and by and by into a night bright
with moonlight and stars.”’

Other optical effects noted by Goethe
were double images and the effects of
colored light reflected upon objects; the
sensation of light felt when an electric
current passes through the head; ¢‘See-
ing stars’’ when the eyes are struck or
when the sides of the eyeballs are
pressed; the “‘flying specks’’ that repre-
sent matter stirring within the vitreous
humor of the eye; the dazzle images—
after-images persisting for a long time
after looking at a light; haloes around
Jamps; and a white aureole surrounding
a black-clad figure against the sky.

Goethe also made a discovery which
has been credited to another man who
discovered it fifty years later, for in
1792 he studied the phosphorescent
barite, a mineral that shines in the dark
after exposure to light, and found that
only blue and violet rays of the solar
spectrum can cause this, not yellow and
red. And Goethe introduced the ‘‘color
cirele’’ of six complementary colors, in-
cluding what he termed ‘‘purple,’”’
which, however, is really a particular
kind of red. His color sequence—incor-
rectly quoted by some authors — was
purple, orange, yellow, green, blue, and
violet. These are the colors which are
seen in shadows. For example, against
a green background, say a meadow,
brown tree-trunks seem reddish in color;
against winter whiteness shadows ap-
pear blue. Goethe felt that painters must
show these things, even if the ignorant
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say that they are ‘‘unnatural.”’ We
are told that Goethe had learned from
artists in Ttaly that the pigments in a
painting affect each other; he knew
that even the color of the frame may
alter the mood of a painting; all of
which the artist must take into con-
sideration. One color will diminish, al-
ter, or brighten a color near it. Some
colors convey power and even violence;
others gentleness. Brilliance is achieved
by the use of all the colors.

From many statements in Goethe’s
writings it is clearly evident that he
had achieved at least some degree of
clairvoyance ; tradition accords him the
rank of an Initiate in the Order of the
Rose Cross. But he was always ex-
tremely careful not to confuse the evi-
dence produced by sensory phenomena
with the experiences which came in from
the spiritual world, and the-modern
student may well follow his example.

One of the commonest sights which
come to the occult student is the vision
of the beating of the Light Ether in
space, with the sparks of light, none of
which is optical illusion. And, again, the
impact of white light on the skin of the
body (as on surfaces generally), where
all the colors of the rainbow become
visible. This again is not to be confused
with the ethers of the body itself, but
it is an encouraging development, for
it is true that as we exercise our powers
of observation in sensing colors and
shadows, and in observing what little we
can see of the etheric phenomena, vision
does open up, gradually, and the phe-
nomena of the etheric region and astral
world become visible. But care should
be taken not to confuse the various
phenomena which are observed.

‘With the modern discovery that light
is an electromagnetic phenomenon and
consists of both particle and wave, many
new problems are introduced into the
matter of color perception and color
clairvoyance. For it must be, on this
theory, that when sunlight, containing
these little bunches of energy (photons),
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strike upon a flower, for example, which
is ‘of a red color, this can only mean
that the complementary colors, so-called,
in their character of energy, have actu-
ally entered into the body of the flower
and are doing work there. It may well
be, as Goethe noted, that the comple-
mentary color is perceived physiologi-
cally in the shadow of the flower; it is
also true that it is at work within the
flower, and visible there to etheric vision
in its energy-formations, at least, and
perhaps also as color, as occult investi-
gation seems to suggest.

Experimenters had discovered many
years ago, before the appearance of the
photon in secientific theory, that light of
different ecolors affected plants in
strange ways. We read of one man who
discovered that by screening flowers
with blue gauze at various periods of
the day, from a few minutes to an hour,
he could change the colors of the plants;
and that even the shapes of the flowers
had shown modification. He had also
found that by screening some of his
plants one hour in the morning when
the sun was at a particular angle over
his South African garden (something
like 42 to 45 degrees) he had killed
them.

The invention of the polarcid camera
introduced new problems into the theory
of color vision which have not yet been
resolved ; but interestingly enough this
has revived a certain respect for the
color problems propounded by Goethe.

If the complementary color shadows
have any objective physical existence,
the new sensitive color-films ought in-
deed to pick them up and reproduce
them in photographs. If they are etherie,
or if they are purely psychological or
psychie, this again would be indicated
by their absence, although under special
conditions even etheric phenomena can
be photographed, as investigators for
the Society of Psychical Research are
well aware.

We might add in conclusion that by
this time everyone is probably ac-
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quainted with the report of the astro-
nauts, that the earth is surrounded by
a characteristic blue halo. Gagarin re-
ported: ‘‘There’s a very eharacteristic
and very beautiful blue halo about the
earth. The aureole becomes distinct at
the horizon when gradual transition in
colors takes place from soft blue light,
from light blue to blue, dark blue, violet
to black, to a quite black sky. When
emerging from earth’s shadow . .. the
sun fell on and penetrated the atmos-
phere. At this point the halo took on a
slightly different color . . . On the sur-
face itself, on the very horizon of the
surface, I could see a bright orange
color, which then merged into all colors
of the rainbow, giving light blue, deep
blue, violet and black colors to the sky.
There is simply nothing like it here on
earth.”’

Titov reported: ‘‘ The scene before my
eyes was startling and ineredibly beauti-
ful, changing constantly. Deep blue
shadows slid over the earth, contrasting
darkly with the increasing brilliance of
the sun . .. Above all, the colors startled
me. The earth flashed as a million-
faceted gem, an extraordinary array of
vivid hues that were strangely gentle
in their play across the receding surface
of the world. The light streaming into
the cabin carried a strange shade as
though it were filtered through stained
glass . .. I raced toward my first cosmic
dawn. First there appeared a brilliant
orange stratum just above the horizon.
Above this thin line all the colors of the
rainbow began to appear, swelling in
intensity until they loomed with a
breathless clarity before my eyes. I felt
as if I were studying the heavens
through a great crystal prism . .. As I
raced past the dawn toward the sun a
lovely, powder-blue halo surrounded the
planet.”’

The American astronauts—or cosmo-
nauts—told similar stories, verifying the
Russian reports in every particular.
John Glenn said that when he looked
toward the horizon he saw the blackness

Ravs From TaE Rose Cross

of gpace contrasting vividly with the
brightness of the earth, with the horizon
showing as a brilliant blue and white.

Scientists and imaginative writers on
science predict that some day, as the
Space Age advances, the earth will be
known as the Blue Planet. It has not
vet been explained just why the earth
seems to carry a blue aureole. Goethe
thought the blue of the sky was due
to the black of space showing through
the white of the earth’s sunlit atmos-
phere. Scientists now say that much of
the blue haze hanging over mountains
and valleys is an actual substance, the
hydrocarbons emanated from living
plants, especially evergreen trees. Water
vapor in the air, looked down into from
an airplane, shows a misty blueness.
And finally, the occultist has always
said that the earth has an ethereal aura,
and that its innermost layer is blue,
where it touches earth; and that it is
again blue where it touches outer space.
(Chemical and Reflecting Ethers.) Un-
til ecomplete data have been furnished
by cosmonautical investigation, however,
little more can be stated concerning the
light-aura of our planet in terms of
occult 'science,

# %k %

ERRATA: In the July Rays in the ar-
ticle World Cycles and Messianic Pro-
phecy, page 295, right-hand column,
third line in last paragraph, should
read: ‘‘The Neros cycle consisted of
600 years; and the Saros six times this
number—3600 years; while the square
of 600 equals 360,000—one of the great
cosmic cycles of Hindu esotericism.”’
Page 296, right-hand column, 7th line
from top, should read: ‘‘This is also ten
times the Great Sidereal Year of the
Ptolemaic reckoning.’’ Ptolemy did fol-
low Hipparchus in almost everything—
including the geocentric system of
astronomy— but in this case he changed
the rate of precession, as noted in the
article, from the 45 or 46 seconds per
annum of Hipparchus to 36 seconds.
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The Ladder of Love

JAacrk L. Burrr

HERE is in the Book of Genesis
(28:12) a little story telling of a
vision seen by the patriarch Jacob at
the time when he was fleeing from the
wrath of his brother Esau, whom he had
deceived and betrayed. The verse reads:
‘“And he dreamed, and behold, a ladder
set up on the earth, and the top of it
reached unto heaven: and, behold, the
angels of God ascending and descending
on it.”’

Like many another biblical story it is
short and concise, and like many an-
other also it receives little serious study,
perhaps on account of its shortness. At
the same time, when one does study
these stories they are found to contain
a surprising wealth of meaning and of
wisdom. We are apt to take the super-
ficial view and to dismiss the matter
with the thought that it is a mnice story
and no doubt did show Jacob that God
was watehing over him, even in spite of
his wrong doing. So we let it go at that.

A check on the Hebrew words used
here, together with their alternate mean-
ings, gives a much clearer light on the
story. The word ‘‘ladder,”’ for instance,
is a word that comes from a root word
meaning ‘‘mounting upward,”’ and
could well be rendered ‘‘staircase’” or
even better still ‘‘steep upward path-
way,”’ the word ‘‘ladder’” having been
chosen by the translators apparently
as fitting their own mental picture.
Again, the word ‘‘angels’ is translat-
able in other ways. The word ‘‘angel’’
itself means simply ‘‘messenger’’ and
does not of necessity always apply to
what we call the angelic life wave. In
this case alternate translations given
in Strong’s Concordance include ‘‘mes-
sengers,”” ‘‘prophets,’”’ and ‘‘teachers’’
and this last word seems to open up the
meaning most clearly.

‘What, then, is this ‘‘ladder?’’ Ladder,

staircase, or ascending pathway, which-
ever translation we choose, all give the
same picture of a steep and straight
way between earth and heaven; the
“‘strait and narrow way’’ of Christ
Jesus, ‘‘which leadeth unto life.”” In
other words Jacob saw a vision of the
Path of Initiation, perhaps the first
such vision given to men, other than in-
dividual initiation given to those who
received this honour in the early days,
and whom we now generally call our
Elder Brothers. It becomes quite plain,
therefore, when regarded in this way,
that Jacob was shown the path to which
he must aspire, even though we do not
find him attempting to follow that path
at that time.

The question then arises, just who was
Jacob? Why should he be given such a
vision? On the material plane he was
a man of perhaps normally good char-
acter for his time, but one who had the
very common fault of dishonesty, for
we are told that he deceived his brother
and robbed him of his birthright. But,
since these stories also carry a hidden
spiritual meaning—an allegorical mean-
ing, as Paul says—we may find a very
different piecture from that of the do-
ings of one indivdual. The name Jacob
is generally rendered as meaning ‘‘sup-
planter;’’ literally it is ‘‘heel-catcher,’’
or one who trips up another in or-
der to overcome him by unfair means.
This is, of course, exactly what the
individual Jacob had done, and the
name was very fitting. Still, on the
broader side we see that Jacob, the man,
stands for unregenerate humanity. He

is still clinging to his lower nature;

still unrepentant of his sins. Deceptive-
ness is, we must admit, one of the very
commonest of human faults. Basic hon-
esty even today is none too common, and
we still find people exclaiming in sur-
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prise when someone has the courage to
stand for absolute integrity. Perhaps we
had better not ecriticise the old Jacob
too harshly!

Although Jacob had seen the vision
of the ladder, he was not yet prepared
to begin the ascent thereof. He still had
his great fault unconquered ; he still had
not learned to feel the pangs that had
resulted to others from his deceptions.
So we find him fleeing, not so much
perhaps from the wrath of Esau, as
from his own guilty fears, to a far dis-
tant country to take refuge with his
uncle Laban. So, like the Prodigal, he
fled into the depths of materiality try-
ing to get away from himself. Now came
his lesson. For seven years he served for
the one he loved, Rachel, only to find
himself tricked in his turn, for Laban
reneged on his bargain and offered Leah
instead. Jacob then had to serve a fur-
ther symbolie seven years before gaining
his heart’s desire. He must have been,
as later events showed, endeavoring dur-
ing this time to overcome his great fault,
but that he had only partially succeeded
is shown by the fact that he, in turn,
continued to trick his unecle until at
last his couscience, which perhaps was
becoming aroused, drove him away.
Then he received another sharp lesson,
for we find his beloved Rachel herself
caught in deceit and dishonesty.

However, this time Jacob is able to
mend matters with his uncle, and he con-
tinues back towards his home with the
determination to make what restitution
he can to the deceived and defrauded
brother. In this he was successful, for we
find HEsau, who had himself overcome
his hatred and resentment, willing and
anxious to forgive.

Now comes Jacob’s great test. He
wrestles for a whole night with a man;
he has approached the threshold and

evidently must wrestle with his own’

lower nature, or with that self-created
demon, the Dweller on the Threshold.
We find that he has so far eonquered

this lower nature of his that he succeeds
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in vanquishing his demon, to find that
it now appears as an angel of light, and
he is set upon the ladder at last. How-
ever, his viectory is not complete for he
bears the scar of the battle, the lame-
ness induced by the touch of the demon,
for the rest of his life. Sinece he has
overcome to a large extent his lower na-
ture, and since his higher nature, now
aroused, has become dominant, his name
is changed. The old sins are wiped out
and with them the name of ‘‘sup-
planter.”” Instead he is given the new
name of Israel—‘he shall rule as a
God.””

Is not this story typical of the exper-
iences of every aspiring soul? At some
point in our development we see the
vision of the ladder. Then we begin to
strive to overcome whatever it is that
is our own particular fault, for even
those of good character still have their
own particular weaknesses. The lessons
are learned, often through bitter suffer-
ing and disappointment. The way is of-
ten dark and lonely, for we are far from
our heavenly home, enmeshed in ma-
terial things. But in time, with the mem-
ory of the vision ever before us, we are
inspired to keep on striving, and eventu-
ally reach the goal of self-conquest,
which is the true initiation.

It is very comforting to know that it
is not necessary for us to attain perfee-
tion before receiving the initiation. Ja-
cob still carried the mark of his weak-
ness; he must still strive to overcome
still further, and so must everyone who
aspires to climb this ladder. It is the
willingness, the progress through con-
tinued effort, that counts.

We have called this ‘‘The Ladder of
Love,”” and truly this is shown in Ja-
cob’s vision. Angels, Great Ones of some
order, probably our Elder Brothers, are
seen both ascending and descending.
‘What does this mean? Surely, we say,
those who have attained to the point
where they are able to elimb do not need
to come down again! No, they do not

(Continued on page 402)
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Individuality and Personality

DororEY WARREN

OW MANY times we have heard it

said of someone, ‘‘Oh, yes, she has
a pleasing personality but wait until
you really get to know her!”” Or you
may hear, ““Yes, I know he has an odd
personality, but when you really get to
know him, you can’t help liking him.”’
Now what is this ‘‘really getting to
know someone’’ supposed to mean, and
why in one case is it bad but seemingly
good in another?

We are taught that the Higher Self,
the Ego, is supposed to express itself
through the lower self, or the person-
ality. Often the two do not seem to jibe,
we would say. The personality in each
of the above cases seems not to be ex-
pressing the true individual.

‘Why is this?

The true individual, the Ego, is a
permanent thing, immortal, eternal. In
order to wunfold its divine powers
through experience it must become in-
volved in the lower—the mental, emo-
tional, and physical planes. It cannot
learn everything all at once, and so each
time it passes through a physical incar-
nation it has different things to learn.
Each incarnation leaves its impression
on the Ego, and the accumulated im-
pressions from all the incarnations enter
into the bodies and create the person-
ality, a new one for each incarnation
necessarily. So far, so good, but this
still doesn’t explain why the discrep-
ancy between the true individual and
the personality which often creates a
wrong impression of a person.

‘We have to remember that the Ego
must experiment, so to speak, with dif-
ferent situations in any one lifetime to
learn the lessons it needs in order to
evolve. In the first instance cited above,
the personality is like a mechanism of
defense trying to hide, let us say, the
unevolvement of the Ego by pretending

a pleasing personality that has not
really developed yet. There have not
been enough experiences for the Ego,
but the personality wants you to think
s0. The Ego would not pretend but the
personality would. Is this not what the
expression, ‘‘Quit kidding yourself,’’
really means? Again we hear, ‘“Oh, be
yourself for a change!’’ Such admoni-
tions are painful to the personality, but
sooner or later the message gets through
and another lesson is learned.

In like manner, in the second instance,
the Ego does not feel confident enough
—possibly because of some past painful
experiences —to express its true self
openly all the time. This is the odd
personality of that person you ecan’t
help liking when you really get to know
him. From time to time he experiments
by giving out his true self. At other
times his personality is also a mechanism
of defense to shield him from further
pain. ‘‘His bark is worse than his bite,’’
we say.

‘We have known people who seemed
to be the happy go-lucky type without
a care in the world and not a thought
in the head. Suddenly we discover they
are very serious minded and think
deeply about things. Would we not say
the Hgo seemed suddenly to ‘‘burst its
bonds’’ and express its true self? An
inner peace could make for outward
jocularity.

Again, we have known people who
were looked up to as the epitome of de-
corum and success, and then became in-
volved in a scandal which seemed un-
believable. The true self could be a man
people looked up to, but the personality,
or lower self, has its victories. One’s ac-
tions, both good and bad, often conflict
with motives. Who can judge another,
then, to be sure? Why is it that a person
can deliberately do something that by
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all kown standards and mores is wrong
and would “‘just die’’ if ever found out?
‘Would not one conclude that if a person
knew for sure, that he also would know
better than do it? This could be ftrue,
but we know that the Ego may be led
to experiment and may need to become
involved in a distasteful situation to
gain the experience required in learning
the lesson for all time. Thus a person
could find himself being driven where
““Angels fear to tread” to test his
strength.

_Often we have written a letter in
anger, protesting our hurt feelings, and
then regretted it afterwards. Why ? The
true individual realizes it cannot really
be hurt when aware of its own origin—
and of the umity of all. Or again, the
true individual might realize that by its
own misguided actions it brought forth
the hurt from another and deserved it.
When ““the light dawns’’ one regrets.

We often speak of personality clashes
between two people. Evidently the per-
sonality of one interprets the person-
ality of another as his true self and it
““goes against the grain.”” What it is
really doing is going against what the
Egos perceive to be the right course.
Both Egos know the right course but are
unable yet to express it truly through
the personalities. Thus each thinks the
other wrong. Some people seem able to
bring out the best in us and some the
worst. The true self of one appeals to
the true self of another. The bad per-
sonality of one can bring out the worst
in another, as was noted above, because
of misinterpretation sometimes. A person
can be a failure in one marriage and a
success in a second, and show a decided
personality change. One explanation for
this could be that the Ego learned so
much in the first marriage that it could
express itself more adequately in the
second.

Perhaps only when we become as Gods
ourselves will the personality become a
true expression of the divinity within
us. We need always to try to find the
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man behind the face. The Ego is
struggling, a babe in arms. It needs
help, not condemnation. It needs guid-
ance, not punishment. We must not
judge, but try to live for and in others,
to understand them, and thus, it goes
without saying, we automatically be-
come more evolved ourselves. This is not
an easy task, but we have time, all the
time in the world to accomplish it.
Nevertheless, let us not waste any of
our time!

An “EXPERIENCE”’

My mother was a naturopathic phy-
sician. She cured many incurables,
while she did her wonderful work in the
physical body. After her death I was
in deep despair and prayed to the dear
Lord to please let me be with her in
sleep, and, if He willed, to permit me
to recall it upon awakening. Mother had
taught me sinee childhood to have a pad
and pencil at my night table, to jot
down things I may have dreamed.

Suddenly after praying long and
pleadingly, I was sound asleep and in
a huge classroom. Beside the teacher’s
desk stood a wax figure of a human be-
ing, open to reveal the inner organs.
Nearby stood my beloved mother with a
pointer in her hand. T was overjoyed to
see her, and she was radiant—her hair
a golden glow, her dear cheeks full and
rosy, her sweet blue eyes locking at me
tenderly. She asked me to sit in a nearby
chair. I took the one in the very front
row, although there were no others in
the large classroom but mother and my-
self. She told me she was teaching, and
going on with her work and her study.

She began pointing to various parts of
the internal organs, explaining their
funetion. She came to the appendix (my

"sister died of appendicitis) and said:

“‘This, my girl, is the appendix, and

here, the intestinal tract, which should

be kept immaculately clean, as from here
(Continued on page 411)
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A Tryst With Destiny

N. L.

LTHOUGH early autumn of 1920

was far from being a happy time
for our family, yet it seemed to me that
through all our sufferings I could sense
a pattern being woven by our lives. It
seemed that all our plans were frus-
trated, but God was so near and real to
me—an ever-present help through all
our trouble!

My married sister, Evelyn, lived near
New York with her husband, Randolph,
their four littie children, her husband’s
parents, and his sister Ruth. At that
time my family, consisting of Father
and Mother, two brothers lately re-
turned from the war, and myself, lived
in the suburb of Toronto. We were very
happy among ourselves and felt it a
great disappointment that Rvelyn had
not been able to come to help us welcome
the boys home from France. Her family
had been ill with the influenza, which
was very bad that year, and as she was
expecting a new baby in August she
thought it better to wait till autumn to
come home.

The baby was born early in the month,
and toward the end of it Mother and I
went to visit Evelyn, only to find that
she was very ill. Plans had been
made for us to go directly to the seaside
cottage and stay with the children till
she should be well enough to join wus.
The doctor, prompted by Randolph,
assured us that she would be with us
by Tuesday, but as that was Saturday
afternoon, it seemed hard to believe.

On Monday night Randolph phoned
and asked Mother to come to Evelyn, as
she was so much better and wanted to
be with her. Mother teok the early morn-
ing train to town with a terrible pre-
monition which proved correct. Evelyn
passed away an hour before she arrived.

At the cottage I was happily engaged

caring for the children, quite uncon-
scious of any calamity. The peaceful
September sunlight filled the rooms
with a golden radiance and the children
were contentedly cutting out paper dolls
on the sereened porch. Only the baby,
Tom, nearly two years old, followed me
as I moved from one room to another
making beds and tidying the rooms,

It was while I was carrying him
downstairs that I felt the impact of a
thought: ‘‘Evelyn is dead.”” 1 tried to
reassure myself. They had said only last
night that she was better. I wondered
if Mother could be there yet. Of course
Evelyn must be all right. But try as I
would I could not shake away the
feeling that she was dead. I sat down
on the landing of the stairs with Tom
in my arms. The other children were
still cutting out paper dolls. Were they
all motherless?

As T sat there I saw Ruth coming
down the street. She had gone up to the
station to answer the phone and now
she was coming to tell me the news. I
must help her. I tried to pull myself to-
gether and took the news calmly.

Somehow we lived through that day
and managed to keep cheerful faces so
that the children wouldn’t suspect
trouble, as Randolph didn’t want them
to be told yet.

‘When night came and all the house
was quiet I was thankful to be in bed
alone in the darkness of my room. I lay
there thinking how many things I would
do for the children: how I would take
them all home to live with us if Ran-
dolph would let them come. I felt sure
Mother and Father would be willing.

It was as I was thinking thus that I
saw Hvelyn come out of the little girls’
room and into mine. She looked so white
and worried that my whole desire was
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to comfort her. I started to assure her
that I would take care of and love the
children. ‘“‘No,”” she said, in that silent
language more effective than speech, ‘it
is the baby who needs you.”’

I was stunned, for somehow I had
completely forgotten the new baby she
had brought into the world.

““‘But these?’’ I questioned.

““Ruth,”’” she answered, and moved
from me through the doorway and dis-
appeared down the stairs.

I went to sleep pondering these things
and thinking that it would be strange
if Ruth took care of the four children,
since on Saturday she had threatened
to desert them altogether if left alone
with them. I slept, and in the morning
Ruth told me that she had made up her
mind to take care of the children, and
that if Randolph wanted her to she
would keep house for him indefinitely.
I went to the city that day, sad, but
marveling at many things.

We took Evelyn’s body to Toronto
and placed it near the sparkling blue
Ontario waters. It had been in sight of
these same waters that she first met
Randolph; near them she had loved,
laughed, and suffered through mnearly
all of the twenty-eight years of her life,
and near them her outworn earthy shell
was now at rest.

Two weeks later we were all back at
Randolph’s town house, feeling strange
there without Evelyn. The children
talked incessantly of the things she
““used’’ to do and ‘‘used’ to say, as
though she had died a long time before.
No doubt it seemed so to them.

The little new baby was not doing
well at all. Randolph still kept the
trained nurse to take care of him, but
as soon as she left T was to be in full
charge and take him home with me when
he should be well enough to travel. Ev-
elyn had died with epidemic influenza
and. little George had been so poisoned
with it that the fight to save his life
seemed hopeless. T helped the nurse with
him and prayed continually that God
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would see his need and take care of him.
It seemed to me that if he died all Ev-
elyn’s suffering would have been in
vain. Why should he come into the
world to go again so soon? I seemed to
live in prayer for him. I felt that even
while I slept I prayed, and all day I was
loving him and praying for him while
my body talked and worked.

‘Weeks passed, and still the baby lost
weight steadily and suffered incessantly.
At last there came a day when he lay
perfectly still in his bassinette. That
was the day the nurse left us, for she
took influenza herself and was in bed
for some three months.

The doctor thought the baby should
be put in the hospital, but I refused to
consider such a thing. I could do all the
nurse had been doing for him, and had
been preparing his food for weeks. Then
the doctor explained that the baby had
no chance to live, would pass away
quietly any moment, no matter who took
care of him. He didn’t, however, like
to see so young and inexperienced. a per-
son as I take the responsibility. I in-
sisted that I thought he had a better
chance to live with me than in a hospital.
Also, since the doctor himself said he
was most unlikely to recover in any case,
the only thing I would blame myself for
was letting him die in the unloving care
of strangers.

So it was settled. T was to have full
charge of the baby, and the doctor would
call again the first thing in the morn-
ing. I felt filled with a glad free con-
fidence, though conscious of the pitying
glance of the doctor, who, no doubt,
imagined that I would feel very differ-
ent on the morrow.

All that evening I knelt by little
George’s bassinette. There he lay, white
and motionless, with unseeing eyes half
open. I knelt for hours beside him but
could see no change. There was nothing
to be done for him, so when I was called
from the room sometime after eleven
o’clock I went out.

(Continued)
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The Occult and Scientific Correlations
of Religion, Art, and Science

Arr TAYLOR

Chapter V—OccuLr AND ScENTIFIc AstrRONOMY (Continued)
Part XIII

EDITOR’S NOTE: Since the twelve
chapters of this series are closely re-
lated, the reader will profit most by
reading them from the beginning, in-
cluding the Preface. Copies of the
RAYS containing previous chapters are
available.

(Continued)

N CONSEQUENCE, the influences

of the tropical year are continuously
multiplied by their precession around the
constellations, establishing a twenty-five
thousand year cycle of the utmost im-
portance in molding the progress of life,
the tropical year providing phenomenal
interpretation to the fundamental spir-
itual principles of the constellations.
There remains to be considered one more
factor which converts the elliptical or-
bits of the planets into the spiral. It is
the Sun’s motion in space, earrying the
planets and their satellities along, the
apex of the solar journey at present be-
ing in the general direction of the con-
stellation Lyra.

The angle made by this motion to the
plane of the ecliptic is such that the
planets’ orbits in space are helicoidal
spirals, the globes at the end of a year
never returning to any portion of space
occupied before. As inter-stellar space
is the Holy Chaos of the Spirit, the
spiritual and physical suns are con-
stantly steeping in this elixir, the re-
plenishing of those attributes lying at
the root of epigenisis resulting there-
from.

The spiral is the occult symbol and
true representation of progression. This
progression may imply either material

involution or spiritual evolution, but in-
dicates in one or the other the achieve-
ment of purpose, orderly and consistent
growth, continual improvement of the
forces applied.

Its works are apparent in every realm
studied. Even such active impulses as
the natural phenomena of physics, the
waves of sound, magnetism, color, heat,
light, and so forth, reveal a spiral con-
duction. In the cellular construction and
growth of the plant, and even the vi-
bration and spin of the atom and elec-
tron as well as the chemical union of
the elements, the impetus is spiral.

In the study of life forms in plant,
animal and human kingdoms there is
noted a constant and consistent struggle
toward the perfection of these physieal
instrumentalities, the essence of which
will react upon the spirit for added self-
consciousness, and soul growth. Older
conditions and environments are con-
tinually recapitulated but always upon
a higher spiral or more elevated plane.

Similarly, with life routines, the day’s
activities are resumed following a night
of repose; the week’s labors are resumed
following their cessation over the sab-
bath, as also are the monthly upon a
still larger scale with the lunar sidereal,
lunar synodie, and calendar months,
each interpreting their respective signi-
ficances. Also the annual range of life
pursuits are recapitulated as a new sue-
cession of the seasons is ushered in,
each case indicating the unmistakable re-
turn to the same eventualities of the
previous cycle, under altered and im-
proved conditions.

In harmony with this Divine Intent
for continual spiral progression, the
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scheme of celestial mechanics contains
no co-incidences. The week of seven days,
the basis of time measure, does not co-
incide with the lunar sidereal, the lunar
synodie, nor the calendar month. The
calendar months, possessing no uniform-
ity, do not co-incide with the year, which
in turn requires correction for leap year
and the three century years out of four.

Added to these are the revolution
of the nodes, the oscillation of the major
axis, the inclination of the equators to
orbits, parallax, refraction, aberration,
mutation, the equation of time, innum-
erable disturbing forces and a myriad
of perturbations, the precession by which
the tropical year falls short of the

sidereal, carrying this maze of cyecles
and measures backward through the con-
stellations, the whole constituting a most
bewildering array of factors which con-
tribute to perpetual alteration of the
conditions under which the fundamental
spiritual principles manifest. A most
wonderful revelation brought to light
upon a grand scale in the spiral path of
the planets through space is an outcome
of the elliptic revolution in eonnection
with the sun’s motion among the stars.
Each chemical atom, each -etheric
matrix, each animative color unit, each
thought form, contains an elliptic revo-
lution around two centers, the one its
phenomenal focus which introduces and
maintaing its relative rate of vibration,
which classifies it as a certain substance,
the other the super-phenomenal focus

which associates the state with an octave

above.

The principle is inherent that each
sub-plane is correlated with the next
through its octave and the super-phe-
nomenal focus and the macrocosmic
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planes in their entirety are similarly
unified with the next higher plane.

In further analysis, each elliptic revo-
lution of what ever source or nature,
from the atom to the Solar Glory it-
self also has a motion, a vibration at
some angle to the plane of axial spin,
governed by its supernatural relations
with other states, and it is this factor
which brings every elliptic orbit into
the spiral. It is elliptic as regards its
own natural association, it is spiral as
inter-blended with a state of being upon
another and less tangible plane.

The macrocosmic mold of the zodiae
around the ecliptic is not circular as it
appears upon the celestial sphere, but
is elliptical possessing its two foci,
which harmonically blend the vibrations
of the seventh cosmic plane with those
above, as do the two solar foei blend
the vital Solar Spirit with the Divine
or Universal Spirit.

Mention has been made of the vast
achievements of mathematical astronomy
sinee the laws of motion have been
worked out, and these attainments have
been applied in principle to the inven-
tions which have brought present day
civilization up to the remarkable stand-
ard it possesses.

Complicated as are the detailed
analysis of all the physical laws of force
and inertia they sift down in principle
to a limited number of combinations of
the point, the line, and the angle, the
curve, the tangent, or the construction
of the geometric figure. The geometric
figure lies at the foundation of every
phenomenal creation.

There is nothing which man possesses,
contacts through the senses, builds, or
finds manifested, which has not its in-
ception in a geometric figure. The logic
of this truth is at once apparent with
investigation by the means at disposal
in the physical world, but is profoundly
revealed in the phenomena and encoun-
tered in the invisible world through the
awakened spiritual vision. There are
found the root formations and symbols
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for every physical creation as well as
for a multitude which never find birth
in the visible realm.

The most beautiful and most fertile
and extensive field of revelation of the
basic existence of a geometric matrix
of all things lies in the study of econ-
struction of the chemical atoms them-
selves.

They are observed to blend most ex-
quisitely the fundamentals of plane and
solid geometry. When it is borne in mind
that the essence of these fundamentals
lies in the applications of the point, line,
circle, angle, ellipse, and the tangent,
they can be seen to be imprisoned in
that ultimate of all abstraction, the conic
sections.

It is fruitful here to note that it was
first demonstrated by Newton that every
particle of substance which moved about
a central mass (this includes every crea-
tion of the Universe, physical and super-
physical) must move in one of the
curves of the conie sections. He showed
that the body need not move in a circle
nor even a nearly circular ellipse, but
might move in a parabola or even an
hyperbola with equal consisteney, but the
motion must be a conie.

A thoughtful meditation wupon the
conic sections carries one into the most
staggering and transcending degree of
realization of the method by which the
multitude is refined into the ultimate.
It may be said in truth that the abstract
conceptions of the spirits dwelling above
the mental plane which are manifesting
varied concretions in all chemical
etheric and animative realms embody in
some measure a eonic principle in con-
veying the abstract into the concrete
thought-form.

The motions of the planetary organ-
isms of the Solar System involve, in
their functions, nothing above the el-
lipse, which is that section of the conies
involving a deseription of area at some
angle to the base between its parallel
and the parallel to the side.

The study of cometary motions fur-
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nished the first key to the hidden laws
lying beyond the ellipse, and at the same
time to regions outside the confines of
the Solar domain.

The early observations upon the
comets tended to show that they were
terrestrial, due to their peculiar be-
havior, motions and constitution.

‘With the development of more precise
scientific instruments and attended with
the gradual unfoldment of mathematical
law, it became apparent that they came
very close to the Sun, and receded to
inconceivably enormous distances upon
the Celestial Sphere.

A narrow ellipse of extreme eccentri-
city would account for most of the orbits
observed, but deeper thought and more
careful investigation revealed that some
at least moved in a parabola or an hy-
perbola.

The scientific world at large is quite
naturally inelined to pass lightly upon
that which cannot be strietly verified,
and it is indeed a most difficult fact
to ascertain exactly whether or not a
recession to infinity is a curve of very
narrow ellipticity or strictly parabolie,
for a body moving in the parabola would
recede in the same general direction
from whenece it came, as would also the
one moving in a very narrow ellipse. The
motion in hyperbola would prove easier
of solution in that the body would de-
part toward a different point of the
heavens than that from which it arrived
were it not for the general complication
that they dissappear from view before
a sufficient extent of the path has been
observed to offer definite testimony.
This fact can best be seen by denoting a
limited portion of all of the curves,
narrow ellipse, parabola, and hyperbola
within the region of a common focus,
about that section of orbit usually ob-
servable. It will then be apparent that
all curves practically co-incide for the
distance up to average disappearance.

The oceult seer requires no verifica-
tion of these movements. The offices
which some comets fulfill confine their
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motions to the ellipse whereas others
must of necessity move in parabolas and
also others still in hyperbolas.

In earlier periods of history when
genius was never over-specialized to the
exclusion of correlative analysis, great
minds conceived that comets were gi-
gantic living creatures. It was evident
even to the observation of the many that
the co-incidence between cometary visi-
tation, and the upheavals and over-
throwals of peaceful periods of pursuits
were far too frequent for comfort. The
unmistakable shattering of calm epochs
at just the time of appearance of the
great bodies offered much food for
thought, and provided extensive substan-
tiation to astrological ponderation; not
withstanding the general ridicule invited
by the crystallizing influences molding
the sprouting material civilization.

The awe, respect, and even the ter-
rorized reverence which their appear-
ance aroused were not unwarranted,
for there existed at this time of man’s
unfoldment a more sensitized intuitional
interpretation. The only error lay in
the conception of inimical intent. Man
naturally at these periods leaned more
to the God of Fear and phenomenal cul-
minations apparently substantiated this
viewpoint. Furthermore, the astrolog-
ical study in general was limited to the
sordid and material, which it has hardly
out-grown today.

The true conception of cometary in-
fluence would reveal a tremendous spir-
itual power, not inimical or vengeful,
but so inconceivably dynamic and po-
tent that the wunprepared are over-
whelmed.

The study of the parabola and hy-
perbola gives the master key to under-
standing of the relation of the God
presiding over the Solar System to the
Infinite.

The Solar nucleus provides a distinet
realm for the unfoldment of the Deity,
together with the evolution of the hosts
of beings in His care, the planetary or-
ganisms being designed to provide suit-
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able abodes for specific requirements
as well as to synchronize the functions
of the spiritual principles of the Cre-
ator, which spiritual principles are re-
sponsible for the organic assembly of
animal and human forms.

The Solar nucleus focuses the hidden
potentialities of the Spiritual Sun which
gathers the essence of the chaos, the Uni-
versal Spirit. The Sun lies at one focus
of every planetary elliptical orbit, and
of every cometary ellipse and also at
the focus of every parabolic and hyper-
bolic curve possessed by the stellar vis-
itors that more infrequently favor the
Solar System with their presences.

It is evident that the majority of el-
liptic comets have a period much longer
than that of Neptune, while in the case
of some, Donatti’s and the great comet
of 1882, for instance, the span is very
long—as much as 2,000 years or more.
This carries them to vast distances as
compared with the planets, yet they are
visualized as distinctly a factor in this
aggregation since even the long narrow
ellipse prescribes a limitation, some-
where, and it merely enlarges man’s con-
ception of the bounds of the Spiritual
Sun enveloping all the secondary foci
of the orbits.

The sublime vrealization, however,
comes from the knowledge that those
comets moving in parabolic and hyper-
bolie orbits pay homage not to one God
but to two, and even three, for the
parabolic orbit is a sector of an indeter-
minate or infinite ellipse, while the hy-
perbola is a sector of an equilateral
triangle.

Philosophically, there are but two
species of conic sections, the ellipse and
the hyperbola; the circle being merely
a specialized ellipse, whereas the para-
bola is a partition between ellipse and
hyperbola.

The blend of the ellipse into the para-
bola is infinitesimal in itself, theoreti-
cally, but in the process of ecelestial
mechaniecs it determines a most profound
relationship. Again visualizing the con-
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ics, it can be seen that, as the elliptic
section is pivoted upward, toward the
parabola to one element of the face, the
control of the second focus is lost, the
legs tend toward parallelism which is
reached when the distance from the
conic focus approaches the infinite, at
least so nearly so that external pertur-
bations from the distant system involved
brings them into the parallel.

A staggering occult truth is here re-
vealed for those comets moving in para-
bolic orbits are divine visitors bearing
messages to and paying homage to this
great Solar God, favoring us with one
call and departing to the limitless spirit-
unal realm beyond, toward the same
general sphere of environment from
whence they came. As they recede the
Solar influence wanes, the vast increase
of distance brings the curve more and
more lineal from focus and direction is
approaching infinity, and the great
spirit imprisoned in the comet with its
fiery train is free until it encounters
the system of the distant God to repeat
its solar visitation.

The motion of the comets moving in
hyperbolas is still more sublime a con-
ception, for their obedience is to three
Great Gods, and in some instances to
five, again allowing for the natural and
essential perturbations which swing the
hyperbola into a modified section of the
equilateral triangle, or the pentagon.
The factor which determines the wulti-
mate hyperbolic expression is the size
of the orbit with respect to the dimen-
sions of the solar system, for the inter-
ception of the branches of the curve by
perturbations from without the system
would determine the alteration of the
curve to either revolve on the triangle
of the pentagon.

The ecomets moving in parabolas
will recede toward the same point
of the celestial sphere as that from
which they made their first appearance,
while those travelling in hyperbolas
will move off to a different direction.
Secientifically, in both instances, they
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are considered as never returning to the
solar system, and this would be true
were it not for the occult truth that
they pay homage to distant suns, in
which case their motion is not limited
to the present mathematical exaction of
parabolic and hyperbolic conic sections,
but should be considered as belonging
to several conies, each alone a factor of
one Solar Regime.

Moreover, some cometary visitations
imply the distinet manifestation of def-
inite and concentrated power for a cer-
tain unfoldment of the consciousness of
the Deity, and should be regarded as
the gathering to the Solar Nuecleus of
the essence of space, the actual phe-
nomenal crystallization of the come-
tary formation into chemical substances
being gradually developed as the realm
of the Solar System is approached.
In such, if the appearance of the
comet is spiritually conceived as the
in-breathing and out-breathing on a
grand scale of the Divine funection, it
can be seen that these would be exter-
nalized in but one manifestation, being
dissipated in space and of necessity
moving in parabolic or hyperbolie
curves.

Regardless of individual propensities,
they should all be considered as of di-
vine origin, and the importance of their
study as well as the study of conic
sections was realized in the old oceult
schools. Their spiritual significance is
so great and so deep that it is no won-
der they are found entirely wanting
in the modern study of astrology. Their
individual influences are mostly con-
fined to the horoscopes of great adepts,
although disastrous ecrises frequently
culminate from their potent aspicts
to the perverted lives of those servants
of the false spirit, the materially great
who mold the lives of the masses by
their conduct.

The parabola has been likened to a
partition between the ellipse and the
hyperbola. This is literally true, for
those matters moving in parabolic or-
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bits can be changed into either of the
other eurves by an alteration of the
forces applied. The force which would
tend to retard the motion would con-
vert the path into an ellipse, that which
would accelerate into an hyperbola.

This again is an important provision
in Celestial Mechanies insuring a range
of control sufficient to capture and re-
tain for continuous expression a body
which would otherwise pass beyond
seope, and vice versa, to liberate one
which has served its purpose in a cer-
tain sphere, and which is entitled to
further expression elsewhere.

The powers to decide these alterations
of status are invested in the divine
organs of function, the planets, which
are mutually aspected to the wandering
celestial formations, accordingly, at ap-
propriate times.

All orbital motions are accounted for
upon the conic sections except that of
the ““Eighth’’ Sphere, the satellite of a
planet, which does not resolve itself into
a helicoidal spiral in space but is a
semi-spirally erescent path. Its motion
and the phenomena which it causes are
at once the most weird and fascinating
of studies. The distances of the satellites
of the planets are always such that the
revolution around the planet is that
small a component of the planet’s dis-
tance from the Sun as to provide an
orbit which is always concave to the
Solar Nucleus.

Mystery shrouds lunar study, and
the oceult seer is little better equipped
than the trained scientist, who is baffled
by the quiescence, the almost total ab-
sence of the diversifications of terrestial
activities. Naturally the application of
thoughtful investigation, both occult and
seientific are practically confined to the
study of the earth’s satellite, which of-

fers field enough to satisfy the schol-

arly endeavors and trained clairvoyance
for some time to come.

In the processes of formation and or-
ganization which transpired upon the
planet shortly after the spheroidal shape

Rays From THE Rose Cross

was developed from the nebulous ring,
those portions of the chemical constitu-
tion which did not become adaptable to
the amalgamations were segregated by
the centrifugal forces into a confined re-
gion, forming the creation of the pear-
shaped Iump afterward detached as a
satellite.

An understanding of the nebular
theory furnishes a scientific insight into
the causes of satellite separation, but the
hidden meaning is in the ecrystallizing
influences of the spiritual forces at
work.

THE LADDER OF LOVE
(Continued from page 392)

need to return. Then why do they do so?
In love, of course. Those who have at-
tained have done so because of their
compassion and love for their fellow
men, as well as for all others of God’s
creatures. So, putting aside their own
desires, back they come for the sole pur-
pose of helping the rest of us forward
on this ladder of initiation, at what cost
to themselves we may only guess. And
we must do likewise ; even as we struggle
up the steep road for the first time we
must be pr