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The Rosicrucian Order

_ LL oceult sehools are divisible into seven, as are the ‘‘Rays of
578 Life,”” the Virgin Spirits. Iach School or Order belongs to
| one of these seven Rays, as does each unit of our humanity. -

The Mystery Schools of each religion furnish to the more advanced
members of the race or nation embracing it a higher teaching, which,
if lived, advances them into a higher sphere of spirituality than their
brethren.

‘We must differentiate between the Mystery School and such an
association as The Rosicrucian Fellowship and other kindred societies,
which are only preparatory schools for their respective occult orders.

There are upon earth seven schools of the Liesser Mysteries, five of
the Greater Mysteries, and the whole is grouped under one Central
Head, who is'called the Liberator.

The Lesser Mysteries have existed in different parts of the world
and at various times: in India, Egypt, Greece, and Central America.
Each of them is composed of twelve brethren, and also a thirteenth
member. The latter is the link between the different schools, and all
these heads, or thirteenth members, compose what is ordinarily known
as the White Lodge, a supreme conclave of the Eldest among our
Brothers, who are now in full charge of human evolution and plan the
steps we are to follow.

Like all other Mystery Orders, the Order of Rosicrucians is formed
on cosmic lines: it is composed of twelve brothers and a thirteenth.

In the Order of Rosicrucians seven Brothers go out into the world
whenever occasion requires; appearing as men among men or working
in their invisible vehicles with or upon others as needed. Yet it must
be kept strictly in mind that they never influence people against their
will or contrary to their desires, but only stremgthen good wherever
found. The remaining five brothers never leave the Temple; and though
they do possess physical bodies, all their work is done from the inner
planes.

Rosicrucians such as Paracelsus, Comenius, Bacon, Hellmond, and
others gave hints in their works and influenced others. The great con-
troversy concerning the authorship of Shakespeare would never have
arisen had it been known that the similarity in Shakespeare and Bacon
is due to the fact that both were influenced by the same Initiate, who
also influenced Jacob Boehme, and a pastor of Ingolstadt, Jacobus
Baldus, who lived subsequent to the death of the Bard of Avon, and
wrote Latin lyric verse.

During the past few centuries the Brothers have worked for hu-
manity in secret; each night at midnight there is a Service at the Tem-
ple where the Elder Brothers, assisted by the lay brothers who are able
to leave their work in the world, gather up from everywhere in the
Western World the thoughts of sensuality, greed, selfishness, and

materialism. These they seek to transmute into pure love, benevolence;:

altruism, and spiritual aspirations, sending them back to the world to
uplift and encourage all GOOD. - —Max Heindel.

-
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The Current Outlook

FroMm THE ROSICRUCIAN VIEWPOINT

N —
*e .o

By Kitmie S. Cowen

%O a casual observer, the children of today and the adult popu-
foi lation in general, have very little in common with each other.
P@ | Yet these very same adults have grown out of yesterday’s chil-
dren. They are those same children brought to maturity. Whatever
appears in our present men and women existed, in germ or possibility,
in those same children and these possibilities have simply been devel-
oped. Development is accomplished through the process of education
which includes many and various methods, all of which stimulate the
faculties into action; and each generation passes on its eulture, or lack
of culture, to its successors.

‘While passing through the various processes employed in its de-
velopment, the child is constantly acquiring knowledge, the attainment
of which is necessary for the training of the mind; and the knowledge
acquired, be it good or evil, determines to a great extent the nature of:
the future activities of each individual. No child is actually born evil;
but it may have tendencies which can he developed into evil practices;
all evil in reality being misapplied good, and it is for this very reason
that the child’s sense of right should be most carefully cultivated.
This is most successfully done by example; for no created being is
more imitative in nature than is the child. Therefore its conduct in
after years will depend greatly upon the example set by its parents,
associates, and also its amusements and environment.

The home is the most important factor in the development of the
latent potentialities of the child, and the mother is the most important
person. in the home. She alone it is who nurtures the child from con-
ception until birth and its body, sturdy or frail, depends largely on her
habits and the kind of food she provides for it. On this subject Dr.
Empringham states: <‘Of all erimes committed against children, fore-
ing nicotine into the blood of an unborn baby is surely the greatest;
and yet, that is exactly what occurs when a pregnant woman smokes.’’
And on the subject of prenatal poisoning, Dr. Daniel K. Kress says:
““A baby born of a cigarette-smoking mother is sick. It is poisoned,
and may die within two weeks of birth. The post-mortem shows de-
generation of the liver, heart, and other organs. Sixty per cent of all
babies born of mothers who are habitual cigarette smokers die before
they are two years old. . . . There can be no doubt but that the pre-
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valent use of tobacco by both sexes today we are preparing to produce
a ‘physically inferior race of men and women’ tomorrow.’”’
No father, either, can side-step his responsibility in the shaping of

~the home environment. Every father owes it to his children to be

honest, upright, Godfearing, and a worthy example. Parents should
realize that children are sacred trusts committed to their care by the
God who planned and executes our solar system, and they are respon-
sible to Him for the way in which they fulfill their stewardship.

Next to the home, the school is of utmost importance. The school
is a public trust instituted by the people for the purpose of giving all
children an equal opportunity to acquire an education. The teacher
ranks next to the parents in responsibility relative to the proper train-
ing of the child. Every teacher leaves a certain impress upon the inner
being of each child he or she instructs which tends to some extent to
make its future course of action. The ideals instilled into the mind of the
child both at home and at school become the realities of its mature
years, for the real is always built upon
the ideal.

Recreation is a most important
factor in child training. At the pres-
ent time this appears to be supplied
chiefly by moving pietures, news-
papers, comics, and radio programs,
plus jitter bug dancing, all of which
are sadly in need of cultural uplift.
Children should not be allowed to at-
tend moving picture shows indiserimi-
nately, for at the present time the greater part of them picture life on
a very low level, drinking, gambling, loose morals, and murder being
the central theme around which most of the action revolves. The chil-
dren of the present day understand fairly well what is taking place in
these pictures, and when evil is attractively presented, as it so often is,
the ideas readily find lodgment in their impressionable minds, and be-
ing natural imitators, they begin to act out the various scenes in their
childish play. In this way they soon become so familiar with shady
practices that they lose all semblance to them of their evil nature and
dire results, to the extent that in time they are likely to become most
attractive and quite worth adopting as their own way of living.

The majority of the present day ‘‘comics’’ appearing in the news-.
papers and many magazines, 50 avidly devoured by most children, are
no better than the majority of pictures as to their moral influence, for
they appear to be designed chiefly to arouse excitement, interest in
low characters, eruelty to animals, familiarity with the activities of a
coarse type of people, uncouth language, and crude sports.

- In almost every home there is a radio going practically from early:
morning until late at night, and at least three prominent stations adver-
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~tise, wine, beer, or ale at various times during their programs, and
~many stations inform their listeners on the benefits, pleasure, and real
~value to life and human happiness to be- derived from smoking some
particular brand of cigarettes, actually insisting on its healthful quali-
-ties. Never a hint of the fact that the alecohol in wine, beer, and ale is
the filthy excretion of a certain kind of microscopic germ which pollutes
the solution in which they exist with their own poisonous waste prod-
ucts, or that cigarettes contain nicotine, one of the most deadly poisons.
It is a deplorable fact that it is almost impossible to pick up a news-
paper or magazine at the present time without having unserupulous
tobacco advertisements flung into one’s face; and the tobacco com-
panies have bought up the most choice hours on the radio, so that if
one has a musical program coming into his home, between numbers
comes_the blatant appeal of the tobaceo company. If he goes with the
family for a drive in the country, he finds that almost every turn in
the road displays a billboard whereon the flamboyant claims of some
particular brand of cigarette is flaunted. When he enters the grocery
store with his children, cigarettes and various
brands of alecoholic drinks are to be found con-
spicuously displayed.

However, appalling as we find conditions in
the world today, they are not hopeless if we become
thoroughly aroused to the danger ahead and get
ready for concerted action. A man once asked
Abraham Lincoln in a time of erisis if he thought
that God was on their side. To which Lincoln re-
plied that he was not so much concerned as to
whether God was on their side as he was to whether
they were on God’s side.

We all know full well that God is on the side of right, which includes
clean living in every sense of the word, moral, mental, and spiritual; so
we have only to ally ourselves actively on His side. The Good Book
tells us that the Lord of hosts shall arm the right.

The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof ; but we, H1s chil-
dren, are the channels through which He must work. When we have
wholeheartedly taken our stand, it will indeed be surprising how soon
we shall get results. However, we must carefully plan our campaign

for good, and then fearlessly move forward; and that which we as

adults plan and start today, the children, correctly trained, will carry
out tomorrow. Let us not for a single instant allow thoughts of failure
to enter our minds, for results are sure: Lincoln, a man of our own gen-
eration, practically alone in the beginning, struck the shackles from
the hands of four million slaves; and the great archangel; Christ,
.-through our undaunted efforts, is quite able to free the world from all
ev11 in its various forms; for has not the very Lord of bests direected
His people that they go forward?

293
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THE
MYSTIC LIGHT

Justice in Evolution

By GrACE EVELYN BrROWN

O

Truth is its handmaid, freedom is its child, peace is its com-

’ panion, safety walks in its steps, victory follows in its train;

it is

the brightest emanation from the gospel, it is the attribute of God.

O

—Sydney Smith.

AJIITH the devastating and heart-

passing and are still experiencing, con-
stantly -in our minds, we cannot but
wonder ‘why such things have to be. If
God is all powerful, a kind and loving
Father, always conscious of everything
that takes place, why does He permit
such slaughter, suffering, and chaos as
the world has been enduring to persist,
when, with His power He could with a
single aet of His mighty Will, annihilate
all evil, raise the dead, heal the
wounded, and cause those who are re-
sponsible for such suffering to cease to
act? .. '

Judging from mere appearances, one -

must conclude that human nature is de-
praved and evil, else mankind would not
be willing to commit the outrages of
war and subject humanity to the atroci-
ties which shock and sadden the truly
humane. The pages of history have
been blotted with an almost continual
train of wars, until one would naturally
conelude that the whole race is eternally
warped with the vicious idea of killing
one another. It has been estimated that

| rending conditions of the world,"

out of thirteen years, twelve have al-
ways been devoted to war. . Why does
this state of things persist year after
year and century after century?

It is impossible for the thinking man
to deny the existence of a Supreme Be-
ing, and so he must conclude that He is
either powerless to stem the eurrent of
war and its accompanying sufferings or
that He, in His infinite wisdom and
justice, allows them to take place. Ob-
viously, the first of these conclusions is
untenable to the deep thinker. There-
fore, he must seek a more profound rea-
son for war and suffering.

Occult philosophy gives a satisfactory
answer to this problem and reveals the
divine plan and reason for war, as well
as for all human suffering.

In the physical world, the ‘‘pairs of
opposites’” naturally persist every-
where, as they are the universal char-
acteristics of this state of existence.
Matter, itself, is the opposite pole of
spirit, and all other opposites are always
present. Nothing could exist without
ils opposite. Day could not be but for
night. An outside must have an inside.
Joy must bring sorrow, fear, relief;
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pleasure, pain; youth, age; and on
through the whole gamut of human emo-
tions and experiences. It is the divine
plan to educate man through these
many opposites, during many earth in-
carnations. Man like a plant needs
both sunshine and rain, and the special
conditions that he needs for his next
step onward in evolution will come to
him. No two need exactly the same con-
ditions at the same time; and the Liords
of Destiny dispense to each man ac-
cording to his present needs.

Evolving beings, while individual and
therefore mneeding individual expe-
riences, are also massed together in
countries and races throughout the
many ages of human development.  So
it is that at certain times in the course
of evolution, they are destined to receive
the same or similar experiences at the
same time. Thus wars, floods, earth-
quakes, volcanic eruptions, epidemies,
pestilence, and famine, as well as many

. blessings, visit them from time to time,
reaping death, suffering, and all of the
many and varied conditions on the
darker as well as on the brighter side of
evolution.

Besides the necessity for human be-
ings to live through the extremes of
achievement, satisfaction, fruition, fail-
ure, discontent, and disillusion, with
all of the many pairs of opposites, there
ig .another reason which goes along with

. these alternations. It is that of building
a strong center of individualization for
each being. Therefore it is necessary
for each Ego to grow strong and self-
reliant as a separate being. In order to
achieve this, self must be the first con-
sideration. Thus the primitive savage
puts himself first, and nothing has any
weight in his opinion but that which
-gives him advancement according to his
limited intelligence. He is, first of all,
a separate being, and the lure to foster
separateness is the strongest in his first
. steps as a separate point of conscious-
nesss :
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At this early stage in his evolution,
he believes that every other person
whom he overcomes adds to his own ad-
vancement. Thus he becomes a killer,
destroying others that he may possess
their advantages in the way of spoils, or
even moral qualities, such as bravery,
and endurance; for he believes that all
of the desirable qualities of those whom
he conquers also become his.

As he advances in understanding his
territory becomes larger, and as a pebble
dropped in water increases the area of
its ripples, his consciousness expands
and he gradually comes to include his
own tribe. As evolution proceeds, the
tribe becomes the nation, and he is a
fervid adherent for country—that coun-
try to which he belongs and for the race
of which he was born. These growing

individuals each seek the advancement,
glory, growth, and extension of their
own particular nation by seeking to de-
stroy or conquer other nations, and the
best nation is the one that is the great-
est conqueror. In the opinion of such a
man everything is permissible and
laudable, even killing, despoiling, rob-
bing, and destroying everyone and
everything belonging to another nation.

The warriors who have accomplished
such feats have been admired and even
worshiped as gods, and complimentary
epithets such as ‘‘great’” have been be-
stowed upon them. In ancient days
one of these was Alexander the Great,
who wept because he had no more worlds
to conquer. Then there was Peter the
Great, Julius Caesar, Napoleon, and
many others throughout the centuries,
who were the leaders of war, crowned as
kings and surrounded with pomp, glory,
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and worship from the multitudes who
were prone to deify just that sort of
suceess.

This state of affairs has endured for
ages, during the Piscean era and many
others preceding it. It has been instru-
mental in building up egotistical prin-
ciples through the separation of races
and nations, who, being confined within
their dividing walls, were enmeshed in
their illusion of separateness. Now we
may see the purpose back of it all and
trace through the course of history di-
vine purpose in fostering the egotistical

" quality down through the ages—from
the time of the ancient civilizations to
the present,

When Egypt ruled the world, Moses
came forth and led the Israelites out of
bondage, symbolizing that mental ad-
vancement brings freedom. Then the
Jewish religion was supplanted by the
Christian, and that went north to take
the place of the pagan religions of the
northern countries, bringing new ideals.
Thus on throngh the dark ages to the

" Renaissance men advanced, the inven-
tion of printing, and development of the
arts accelerating their progress. Other
influences not in keeping with the gen-

_eral plan of human development were

turned aside, and all of this was for the

purpose of fostering the greatest indi-
viduality in the heart and mind of each

Ego. Now the time has come for the

reign of greater brotherhood and unity,

a return to a united humanity but on a

higher spiral of individuality, justice,

brotherhood, and unity.
Humanity has begun to feel the vi-
brations of the Aquarian era and is thus

THE ROSICRUCIAN MAGAZINE

ready for a new order of life. This in-
fluence started the movement leading to
the League of Nations, an effort to make
hostile nations, seeking to conquer all
others, into a union of nations living
the principles of brotherly love.

The first world war was an attempt to
show those who still adhered to the
older ideals of nation against mnation
that there was a better, more advanced
mode of life; but humanity was evi-
dently not ready for the establishment
of the higher ideals. '

After a quarter of a century had
passed, another war was started. It
became much worse than the preced-
ing one in order to teach through even
greater slaughter and suffering the les-
sons that the higher Powers had de-
cided it was time for the world to re-
ceive. If an individual or a nation will
not learn to take the right path under
given conditions, stronger and more
drastic means must be employed to ac-
complish the necessary changes in the
mental outlook and ways of living.
Ideals can only be changed through per-
sonal experiences with their losses, suf-
ferings, and worries. That is the way
that most of humanity learns.

The theatre of this last war was also
in Europe; for with its long-established
nations and many little ones, that was
the hot bed of separateness and in-
equality of individuals. Desperate
means were evidently thought necessary
to change the ideals of the world from
national worship to international har-
mony. In order to exterminate these
persistent ideals, if we may call them
by such a name, and to establish a bet-
ter order of living, it became necessary
to bring these matters to a focus by a
colossal and devastating war.

Thus came the present war, almost
extreme and devastating enough to re-
mind one of the ancient flood recorded
in the Old Testament, which came to
sweep evil and black magiec from the
continent of Atlantis, even as the pres-
ent war is sweeping the world clean of
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old and outgrown ideals that would
shackle its progress if continued. Keep-
ing in mind the fact that each nation
and each individual receives just what
it needs at that particular place in evo-
lution, one finds the answer to all that
has occurred.

Superhuman beings consider all life
from the standpoint of the Spirit and
not of the body. Considering world
affairs from the viewpoint of those
mighty Ones who guide and rule evolu-
tion, it can be readily understood that
the advancement spiritually of a nation
or an individual is the one purpose to
be considered. That.is much more im-
portant than the physical life or mate-
rial welfare, which are only the shadows
of spiritual reality, and important only
to put the Ego in touch with the denser
states of existence for educational pur-
poses.

In this connection, let us consider that
inspiring painting of the mother with
the body of her dead child at the feet of
the Virgin. The mother, bowed in grief,
cannot consider the loss of her child with
anything but anguish. The Madonna
sees the tragedy only as an incident in
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the true life of the Christ, an educating
and evolving experience for both mother
and child.

Here we have a perfect symbol of the
consciousness of the personality and
the individuality above it. The per-
sonality, symbolized by the mother ab-
sorbed in grief, can only consider the
physical loss; but the Spirit, symbolized
by the Madonna, regards the loss of the
child from the higher point of view,
can see the end, and knows that the
means to that end, although involving
suffering to the personality, is a neces-
sary experience for the advancement of
the Ego.

Again we may regard the dead child
in this painting as a symbol of the dead
sacrificed in wars for the purposes of
evolution, the mother as the symbol of
the mourning nations both collectively
and individually; and the Madonna as
the hierachies of Great Ones, witnessing
it all and calmly and wisely guiding hu-
manity through turmoil, suffering, and
loss to a greater expression of civiliza-
tion, to a more perfect future for all
time to come.

(T'o be continued)

The Mystic Bridge of Love

By CuArRroTTE O’BRIEN

AROLINE—a young, slender
figure dressed in somber black—
! was in the rocking chair in her
mother’s room. The morning sunlight
filtering through the half-closed blinds
cast mournful shadows on the garments
lying at her feet.

She had begun her bitter task. The
tense, brooding lines of her pale, sen-
gitive face mutely testified to that, but
‘she couldn’t go on with it; memories
were closing in on her and pain was
tearing at her heart.
"'Now a fingerlike

shadow moved

across the garment she was clutching in
her hands. It was a faded blue dress,
hopelessly wrinkled and worn, and
certainly long out-moded. Suddenly, it
wasn’t like that at all—mot to Caro-
line; for memory thrust before her eyes
a vision of a dress supremely fair, a won-
derful dress of blue—blue like the sky
on a fresh spring morning and-—yes—
blue like the eyes of the ‘“blue-eyed
lady!’’ ‘

A sob caught in her throat.. Oh, if
she had only obeyed that first protective
impulse to lock:-the door of: this room,
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throw away the key, and lock these mem-
ories in—forever! She had resolved on
that terrible night, two weeks ago, when
her mother died, that she would never,
never enter this room again; but . ..
well, it was too late now, and besides the
Salvation Army truck would be here to-
MOrrow.

It had been her father’s doing. She
had protested, bitterly, but to no avail;
her father had shown a firmness she had
never known before. ‘‘It isn’t like you,
Caroline, to be so bitter,”’ he had told
her; and then he had added in a gentler
tone: ‘‘I know how much your mother
meant to you and I realize, too, that dis-
posing of her clothes seems—well, al-
most sacrilegious; but look at it this
way, Dear: your mother has no use for
those old garments any longer—she is
wearing shining new ones.”’

Caroline gazed at the poor, dejected
looking garments on the floor and then
at the beloved blue dress in her lap.
No, her mother had no use for these old
garments any longer; no use, either,
for an earthly home . .. or ... or loved
ones . . . Caroline winced at that, then
buried her face in her hands. The blue
dress slid unnoticed to the floor.

‘‘Mother — Mother,”” she whispered,
brokenly, ‘‘the love you had for me—
is—is that gone too? Lost—to—me—
forever . . . 2> She lifted her head
abruptly, and her eyes were suddenly
intent, thoughtful. Oeccult philosophy,
she suddenly remembered, taught that
the Spirits of those who died retained
their memory of earthly ties and—
and—didn’t it teach too that those same
Spirits could visit their loved ones? If
that were true, ‘‘Oh, God,”” she whis-
pered, fiercely, ‘‘let it be true! Please
let it be true!’’ Suddenly, she stiffened.
‘Was it her imagination or had she heard
that sound—a sound that was like a
soft footfall!

Her eyes followed the direction of
the sound and came to rest on an object
‘that stood beside the cherry chest. It
was the little old fashioned trunk that
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had always stood in the low room. She
remembered now her father saying he.
had brought it down; that of course it
was hers now and maybe she would like
to open it. Impetuously, she crossed
the room and knelt down.

She hadn’t wanted to open it before,
but now she felt a strange compulsion
to do so, as though there was something
in that trunk — something someone
wanted her to see—someone there in the
room with her—waiting!

‘With hands that trembled, she lifted
the cover of the old trunk, and there
within, spread out in graceful folds, she
saw a shimmering gown of creamy
satin—her mother’s wedding dress. She
touched it lovingly; and then she felt—
or had she heard—the slight impatient
stirring close beside her! She under-
stood. This wasn’t it. But wait! What
was that lying on the bottom of the
trunk—something yellow . . . even be-
fore her hands had touched the garment
Caroline knew that this was ¢! This
faded old sweater that was once bright
yellow.

With eager hands she pressed this
well loved, half-forgotten garment to
her cheeks; and in that moment, al-
though there had actually been mno
sound, a voice spoke to her. Deep in
her consciousness she heard it—a tender
voice, a ‘familiar voice—and it spoke
softly, endearingly, her name!

Caroline trembled with emotion and
her large brown eyes were brimming
pools of light. ‘‘Mother . . . it’s you—
it’s you!”’ she whispered, huskily.
‘“Then it’s true—you didn’t forget. Oh,
Mother, Mother, I can feel your love
again . . . it’s reaching out to me. . ..”’

She felt a hand press lightly on her
head—a gentle, loving hand. Her senses
dimmed and she was conscious now of
a bright radiance that seemed to fill the
room. Something in her head seemed to
be turning and turning . . . and then—
as though an unseen hand, reaching out
of heaven, had transported her to the
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scenes of the past—Caroline was o little
girl again!

She was standing, dazed and uncom-
prehending, before a large imposing
looking woman. She was ten years old
and Miss Russell, the superintendent of
the Home, was telling her not to ery.
Brave girls didn’t!

““You are an orphan now, Caroline,”’
she was saying to the thin, pathetic
looking little girl, standing rigidly be-
fore her, ‘‘but your mother is in heaven
and you mustn’t ery.”’

Miss Russell explained that her
mother died of the influenza epidemic;
the same thing that had taken her
father, only two weeks ago.

‘““But your parents didn’t want you,
anyway,”’ she continued, ‘‘that was
evident when they left you in our cus-
tody. Though they came to see you
regularly, they made mno effort to re-
claim you from the first day they
brought you here, five years ago; so,
you see, Caroline, you might just as
well resign yourself to orphanhood.
Just think of it as the will of God.”

Miss Russell indicated that was all.
Caroline was dismissed; there had been
no tears—just a qivering mouth and a
tightly clenched fist. . . .

But now it was night. She was in
her narrow bed in the long dormitory
and the room was dark—and silent;
silent, except for the muffled sobbing of
a lonely little orphan whose face was
buried in her pillow. At last, exhausted,
she fell asleep and . ..

That was when she saw her! Saw
her mother; her young, pretty mother;
her dead mother! She seemed to be
walking away from her so Caroline
couldn’t see her face, and yet she knew
her mother was lonely by the way she
walked—Ilonely and bewildered. She
tried desperately to call out to her but
no sound came. And then she heard a
voice that seemed to be right beside her
saying very, very softly:
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“Don’t ery, little one; she won’t -
be lonely long.”’

But Caroline was sobbing as though
her heart would break; she tried to
reach out hands that wouldn’t seem to
move and clutech her mother’s skirts;
her mother must come back to her, even
if she didn’t love her much, like Miss
Russell said. . ..

Now the wonderful Voice that re-
minded Caroline of soft, sweet music,
was comforting her again: ‘‘Little one,
you mustn’t grieve for the mother whom
you call ‘dead’; she is home, at last, and
soon she will realize that and be very
happy. You loved her because she gave
you birth and in that sense she was your
mother; but, little one, she was not your
real mother.”’

Caroline was bewildered. Not her
real mother! Oh, but she was. . . .

““T know,”’” went on the Voice, ‘‘that
that seems hard to wunderstand but
some day, very soon, you will learn the
truth; loving arms will hold you close
and you will see . ..”’

Caroline gave a sudden inarticulate
cry. The figure of her mother on
whom she had been steadfastly gazing
suddenly disappeared, as though into
thin air! And where Caroline had seen
her last there was forming now a little
pool of golden light; and then the pool
of light took shape and Caroline saw
emerging before her astounded eyes, a
bright yellow sweater. . . .

But now it, too, was beginning to fade
away and the wonderful Voice was like
a melody gradually receding.

“The yellow sweater,”” Caroline
heard, faintly, ‘‘is a symbol; a symbol
of a mother’s love; your real mother’s
love. This garment, little one, be-
longs . . .” '

But Caroline heard no more and the
next morning although she remembered
vividly her dream and the strange
things the dream Voice said, she de-
cided she ecouldn’t talk about it—to
anyone. v

Winter passed into spring and some
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of the children, orphans like herself,
had been accepted for adoption and left
the Home. But not
seemed no one wanted her. She won-
dered if it was her thinness that re-
pelled, but it could be, she supposed,
her straight black hair. . .

And then—it happened!

She remembered; she would always
remember. She had been outdoors in
the bright sunshine skipping rope when
Miss Wilson called. ‘‘Miss Russell
wants to see you in the library, Caro-
line,’” was all she said; but as Caroline
passed her in the doorway she could
tell the kindly matron was very happy
about something. She was smiling
kindly and her grey eyes seemed to
hold a secret. . . .

In spite of the look on Miss Wilson’s
face, Caroline had been sure that she
had been summoned for punishment and
she had gone reluctantly, wondering
all the while what she had done. How-
ever, when she knocked on the library
door Miss Russell met her with a smile,
which she thought very unusual for
Miss Russell, and then—and then she
had looked straight into the loveliest
eyes she had ever seen—the eyes of the
blue-eyed lady! She remembered how
the April sunshine streaming through
the window fell like a halo on her
smooth dark hair. How becoming was
her wonderful blue gown! It matched
exactly the color of her eyes . .. and
she had looked again into those lovely
eyes, so wide and gentle.

Then Miss Russell introduced her.

‘‘Caroline,”’ she had said, ‘‘this is
Mrs. Decker.”’

But all that had happened more than
two hours ago, and now she was sitting
beside that lovely blue-eyed lady in a
big limousine that was being driven by
Mr. Decker, a quiet grey-eyed man with
gentle ways. She was looking out the
window and wondering if it were all a
dream. No, it was far too vivid to be
a dream. She remembered Miss Russell
telling her she mustn’t feel too badly

Caroline. It.
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if the blue-eyed lady brought her back.
““I hope for your sake, she doesn’t,”’
she had said; ‘‘but you must be pre-
pared for that when the month’s trial
is over; she may decide, you know, that
you are not the little girl she is looking
for.’

After that Miss Wilson had brought
her suitcase in and her hat and coat
and Caroline remembered there were
tears in her matron’s eyes . . . suddenly,
she thought of something, something
very puzzling. . . .

“‘Mrs. Decker,’” she said, shyly, ‘¢
did you want to take me?2’’

The blue-eyed lady smiled and cov-
ered Caroline’s hand with hers.

“Ten years ago,”’ she said softly,
““I lost a little girl who meant the world
to me and now I hope to find her
again.’

She saw the question in Carohne S
eyes. ‘‘You see, Dear,”’ she explained,
““I lost her—before she was born; I
was taken ill ... and . .. she died.”

Caroline wanted to ery as she saw the
lovely eyes grow sad. Suddenly, they
changed and now they shone like stars.

‘‘Something very wonderful hap-
pened a few weeks ago, Caroline. I
know it sounds incredible but I believe
it with all my heart. I was told in a
dream that a lonely little orphan waited
for me—and that when I found her’’—
she looked straight at Caroline— ‘I
would find no stranger but my own—
lost—Ilittle—girl!”’

Caroline thought how wonderful, oh
how very wonderful it would be, to call
this gentle lady ‘‘Mother.”’

Now the car turned off the highway
onto a country lane and bordering it on
both sides were stately green trees and
wide, gently sloping meadows.

““This must be heaven!’’ Caroline
said, appreciatively, glancing wide-eyed
out the window.

But it was only the road to ‘‘heaven,”’
for now the car was stopping at a lovely
white farmhouse with a picket fence,
and an open gate that looked just right

why
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to swing on. A big collie dog came
bouncing out to meet them, and now
a plump yellow and white cat was rub-
bing a welcome against her thin legs.

‘‘Caroline, I want you to meet old
Kitty and Rover, two very important
members of this family,”” said Mr.
Decker with a twinkle in his eyes, as he
lifted the purring cat to his shoulder.

Caroline looked at the beautiful
seenery all around her; then she looked
at Mr. Decker with his pet curled hap-
pily across his shoulder and thence to
the smiling blue-eyed lady who was
watching her with a tender expression
on her gentle face.

“I love this place,”’” she said, im-
pulsively, ‘‘and, oh, I love you too,
Mother and Daddy Decker; I love you
very much.’ _

All the happiness that can come to a
ten-year-old came to Caroline in the
days that followed. Then the month’s
trial came to a sudden end and cold fear
touched her heart. Would she be taken
back ?

It was evening and they were sitting
on the wide veranda. Old Kitty was
dozing in her favorite place stretched
out on Daddy Decker’s knee, and Caro-
line was lying face up in the hammock
with her head upon her arms gazing
thoughtfully on the meadows and the
winding brook below. She loved this
peaceful panorama.

There was the bridge she had crossed
to bring Diana and Cherry home at
milking time. She could see them now,
grazing on the slopes—Cherry’s red
coat close beside Diana’s black and
white spots. Near the cows were Tony
and Ted, their shiny black coats easily
visible, even in the dimming light. At
first, she had been a little timid in the
presence of these mammoth horses, but
now she fed and watered them and even
combed their long handsome manes.
Someday, maybe soon, she would learn
to drive them . .. if . . . she—didn’t—
Suddenly, she heard the
first eall of the whip-poor-wills; Caro-
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line knew what that meant. Twilight
soon would fall and this scene would
fade ~away—perhaps forever! She
placed a hand wupon her heart; she
would press the memory there-—and
keep it—just in case. . . . Now the voice
of Mommy Decker broke into her
thoughts as she joined them on the
porch.

“It’s chilly for May,”” she told her
husband. “‘I’'m none too warm with
this sweater on.”’ '

Caroline looked up at her—and then
her heart gave a leap! The sweater she
had on . . .it was bright yellow! Why,
it was the same yellow sweater she had
seen in her dream!

In an instant there had flashed a
light of joyous understanding. Loving
arms were holding her close—so close
she felt the warmth of that -wonderful,
wonderful sweater, and she was laugh-
ing and erying all at the same time.

““You are my real mother,”’ she cried,
‘“the mother the dream Voice said I
would find! And this is my home . . .
forever . . . and ever .. .”

Caroline was conscious first of the
soft warmth of the yellow sweater

‘against her cheek; and then as her con-

sciousness expanded she saw the open
trunk—and a great wave of under-
standing billowed over her:

There was no death! There could be
no separation for her and the blue-eyed
lady! TFor lo! across the barriers of

‘space stretching between the physical

world and the world of Spirit, there was
a bright—a Mystic Bridge of Love—
the yellow sweater!

Gently-—reverently, she replaced the
faded sweater in the little old trunk
and closed the cover A shining light
was in her eves and in her heart there
was peace at last.

She looked at the forlorn looking gar-
ments on the floor—and smiled. The
bitterness was gone. ‘‘I must hurry
and get them ready for the truck to-
morrow,’’ she said to herself,
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Creative ldeals in Education

By G. G. CoLEMAN

(Ix Two PARTS—PART ONE)

HERE are times in the history
of mankind, as in the expe-
&5 | rience of the individual, when
there comes a cross road, and a choice
“of paths has to be made. World skak-
ing events which remove apparently
sound ideas waken man to a realization
that perhaps all is not well with his
world. Today, we find ourselves in
such an epoch. There is chaos every-
where in the world. Daily, hourly, not
only are men and women being sacri-
ficed, but ideas and ideals are also in
the melting pot.

Consequently, we hear around us the
old cries once more: ‘‘Liberty, equality,

fraternity,”’ a world ‘‘safe for democ-
7y &< PR AN ¥4

racy, social security, a new basis
of society,’’ ‘‘socialism,’’ ‘‘communism”’
and many other ‘‘—isms.”” However,

there is one factor we are apt to over-
look—+the most important, and one that
is always with us—the child. TUnless
the child becomes the centre of con-
sideration, and unless we realize all that
is involved in making the child the most
“essential factor in civilization we shall
“once again fail! Emerson says: ‘‘The
_child is the universal Messiah, who con-
"stantly returns to fallen man to recall
him to the kingdom of God.”’ 7
There have been during the last few
years tremendous changes in our aftti-
" tude to the child. He is not now stowed
away in a nursery—if his parents are
financially able to provide one—nor sent
~ éarly to work, if he has to be regarded
as an economic asset. Dress, toys, and
books have econsequently changed, as
they are symbolic of the change in
thought.
In the schools there have been vast
improvements, also. Subjects have been

deleted from the curriculum, and other
subjects considered of more value have
been introduced. Nursery schools have
sprung up, and, thanks to Froebel, Dr.
Montessori, and Dalton, almost a revo-
lution has come about, in a few schools,
in the education of the very young.
There is some attempt at vocational
guidance and mueh more attention given
to eraft work and to individual expres-
sion in the art room and the workshop.
Many schools have debating classes and
most of them engage in some form of
dramatic work. There is even a change
in the subjects for the matriculation
examination, and a growing doubt in
the minds of many teachers and parents
as to the value of the examination sys-
tem and its test as to the ability of the
child. This is, however, not sufficient.
‘What is needed is a revolution in our
approach to the child and consequently
to education. So much of our thought
today is the result of implanted dogma
that it becomes very difficult to get
down to fundamentals, but a careful
analysis of the general attitude toward
the child will show that the old ideas
and ideals still cling to us in our deal-
ings with it.

We shudder at the thought of our
children being in the environment of
the Brontes or ‘‘The Barretts of Wim-
pole Street.”” We can hardly conceive
of such lack of sympathy and under-
standing as are revealed in the writings
of Dickens and other contemporary
writers. Nevertheless, the main ideals
are still with us even if we do not insist
so much on their practice.

Concentration today is still on the
idea of external authority. We point
out the path of mechanical obedience,
and the parent, the teacher, the church,
and the state stand offering rewards to
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those who travel the orthodox way and
threatening punishment to the few who
deviate. Thus the state puts the rebel
in gaol, the church ‘‘burns’’ the heretie,
and the school punishes the ‘‘naughty’’
child. Yet it is interesting to note that
the pioneers in the world of every
plane are often the ‘‘duds’ or ‘‘impos-
sible’” children in school—those prob-
ably who suffered because they kept to
their eccentricities. A classic example
is ‘‘mad Shelley’’ at Eton. It is not
often the senior wrangler who changes
the face of the world, or who makes a
contribution to life that is of real and
lasting value to humanity.

A Dbelief in original goodness must
supplant the idea that children are po-
tentially evil and ‘‘born in sin.”” We
must hear ‘‘the heavenly bells’’ ring-
ing at the birth of every child; we must
see the star over the cradle of every
" babe; we must go as the wise men ‘‘with
our gifts of gold and frankincense and
myrrh’’ to every birth; we must seek
and find the ‘“‘trailing clouds of glory.”’
It is this revolution in attitude that the
world needs today, and no concentra-
tion on any different system will -sue-
ceed if we fail in this.

‘We must regard the child, therefore,
as what he is—inherently divine! He
is not a mould into which we can pour
our old ideas and worn out beliefs, but
a growing, developing individual, de-
siring to express himself on all planes
of his being—physical, mental, and emo-
tional. Obedience is then not mechani-
cal and external, it is internal and
eternal—self-discipline goes hand in
hand with self-realization!

The fundamental impulse, ‘‘the urge”’
in every child, is creative. That link
with God, with Divinity, with the Uni-
verse—whatever one likes to call it—:;
that which is recognized as the highest
and best in man, that which is worshiped
down the ages, manifesting in the build-
" ing of a bridge, the making of a ship,
the painting of a picture, the carving
of a figure, the writing of a poem, the
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conception of a drama—we recognize as
great, as immortal. This is paramount
in every child. It is ‘‘the personal yet
universal force of life that sends the
world forward.”’

This-creative impulse expresses itself
on all three planes of a child’s being.
The small healthy child wants ‘“to do,”’
and if the adult curbs the ‘‘dont’s’’ and
in place of them provides the right en-
vironment and encouragement the small
child will always create. On the emo-
tional plane the desire forces him ‘‘to
dance,”’ ‘‘to sing,’’ ‘“‘to act.”’ It gives
him his world of make-believe, peopled
by the companions of his imagination.
On the mental plane the somewhat older
child longs ‘“to know.’’ He has a yearn-
ing for mental adventure. He wants to
explore, to search unceasingly for
“fresh flelds and pastures new’’ in the
realm of the mind.

‘Where does the educational system
fit in with this true conception? It is
based too much on the old idea of ex-
ternal authority as the ruling foree.
Rewards and punishments are dangled
before the child, forcing him down the
path of mechanical obedience. This path
has had many deviations; mnational
greatness has been one by-way; the
welfare of an institution another.

The objeet of the training of the
yvoung today tends too much to mould
all into one set shape—set examinations,
a fixed curriculum, haste to absorb a
certain amount in a certain time. Chil-
dren are regarded as sponges into which
each and every one pours so much
liquid. The clever sponge is the one
absorbing most. The dullard lets the
liquid run out, but the day probably
comes when the latter produces a liquid
of his own. Unfortunately, because of
the manner of treatment, this lignid
often proves poisonous, both to the
sponge and the environment.

This attitude expresses itself through
practically every phase of school life
and in nearly every subjeet. If one
could take a census as to why the aver-
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age child does his homework we should
find the majority replying, ‘‘because we
have to.”” In that ‘‘have to’’ is summed
up many factors—all evil. The state-
ment is based upon fear—the greatest
evil in the world today—a fear of pun-
ishment, of the disapproval of the class
or of a favorite teacher, of disappoint-
ment to parents, of being surpassed, of
failing in' an examination. Not one per
cent of the children work for love of the
homework, yet these 'same children in-
stinctively seek for knowledge. ‘ They
Want “to make " “to do’7’ {(to be b
‘Bertrand Russell -truly says that the
average child goes to school ignorant
and curious but leaves school still igno-
rant but no longer curious.”” So full is
the child’s day forced to be that he has
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no time for initiative, prolonged read-
ing, of cultural pursuits.

If there is any study that is creative
it is that of literature. However, the
child who has to meet a certain stan-
dard, certainly the one desiring to pass
an examination, will hardly have time
to read widely, carefully, profoundly.
He will more likely have to hurry
through an abridged edition of classical
works, learn from some manual a vast
number of facts, memorize a few poems,
wade with great boredom through a
‘‘set’’ Shakespeare, concentration being
on such matters as scansion, grammati-
cal expressions, and the meaning of
words, with no study of the play as a
whole.

(To be continued)

The Essenes--a Study

By Eve M. Bacon

(In Two Parts—Part Two)

P " HERE were degrees in the order
7l of the Essenes, even as there
, \j are degrees in orders of today.
-Some of the less strict were even al-
lowed to marry, but these were kept
.apart in separate colonies and. the wives
were required to undergo severe cere-
'monial cleansings; more so even than
‘the - men. Conjugal life was usually
ended when children were born. The
higher orders abstained from marriage
altogether and lived a life of complete
" purity, that their every attention might
be given to the study of the Torah.
" Only the most rigid withdrew from so-
-ciety altogether.

The novices to the order were on pro-
bation and advanced in degree as they
proved themselves faithful and endur-
ing. They had to promise ‘‘to honor
God, to be righteous toward man, te in-

jure no one either at the bidding of an-
other or of their own accord, to hate
evil, to promote good, to be faithful to
everyone, especially those in authority,
to love truth, to unmask liars, and to
keep the hand from theft, and the con-
science from unrighteous gain.”’

No Essene was permitted to take an
oath save that to the Order. Even Herod
the king, did not require the usual oath
of allegiance from them, for he had no
fear of their quiet contemplative life.
They recognized four grades of levitical
cleanliness and the novice was compelled
to rise through each grade by long and
stern probation. This fanatical devo-
tion to cleanliness was one of their
strictest rules. If a member of a higher
grade was touched by a lower it was
defilement that could only be cleansed
by a bath. Novices, up to the third
year, were denied common meals with
the highest orders for they were con-



- Tem Mvsme Ligar -

sidered unclean. The only distinction
between persons among the Essenes
were ‘‘clean- and wunclean,”’ for they
possessed no servants. Slavery was for-
bidden and the respect naturally given
by the younger men to the older in
seniority and learning made the only
difference between them. There was no
rank or caste and each man had his own
code.

The Essenes lived a strictly commu-
nistic life. They despised luxury as a
weakness and no member could own per-
sonal property. Upon becoming asso-
ciated with the order each individual
gave up all he possessed to it. The com-
mon fund.thus provided was shared by
all, the sick and the old receiving first
consideration. . Each man had his ap-
pointed task in the common work; they
tilled the fields, guarded the flocks, and
tended bees. Practically all of their
wants were supplied by their common
labor. Trading was abhorred by them
and never indulged in only when com-
plete necessity demanded. Even then
a special officer was used, for they
frowned upon using coins upon which
an image was engraved. All wants were
supplied by the order. In summer their
apparel consisted of a sleeveless mantle,
‘and in winter they added a coarse
woolen garment simildr to those worn
by the prophets of olden times. For
laboring in the fields a very coarse gar-
ment was worn. For ceremonials a bet-
‘ter grade was used, but always white
‘was the custom. White linen was the
favorite fabric and this was always used
for public appearances. Each wore a
short apronlike handkerchief to use in
drying the hands in their frequent
ablutions. Only one change of garment
-was allowed each member.

Their daily life began at the first
dawn. - Upon arising, even before a
word was spoken, came the rite of bath-
ing in cold running water. Hot water
‘was considered a luxury. No word was
spoken before the first prayers, which
consisted of the reading of the Shema.
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Then came a period of meditation; te
prepare for the real prayers: the spoken
word—a spontaneous outpouring of the
heart to God. The Essenes were true
sun worshipers and each morning paid
homage to the Solar Force. The sun’s
rays were considered as sacred and were

‘never allowed to touch anything levitie-

ally unclean.

After prayers they assembled in a
common hall for the first meal of the
day. Their dining halls were as sacred
as their synagogues, for meals were con-
sidered a divine -service. The tables
were the altars; the food a holy sacra-
ment provided for their bodily need.
The priests spoke a blessing but the food
was eaten in meditative silence, "No

worldly talk was allowed to break the

holy atmosphere.

Their food was as chaste as they tried
to make their lives. - No animal food
was permitted, for the Law said, ‘‘Thou
shalt not kill.”” The fruit of the palm
tree supplied a great part of their diet.
Practically the only food used at all was
that prescribed to others for fasts and
usually consisted of one vegetable dish
with bread. No one was allowed in the

‘dining hall who was levitically unclean

or not a member of the order. Even
their food must be cooked by those whose
views concided with theirs, and the
cups, dishes, and all utensils must be
purified according to the law. The
tools used in every occupation were
manufactured under certain ‘‘clean’’
conditions or were anathema.

The day was spent in the fields, about
their communistic duties, or in visiting
ths sick and poor. Toward evening
when their day’s task was completed

‘they ‘once again bathed, changed ‘their

rough field garment for a ceremonial

‘robe, ‘and ate ‘their common dish to-

gether. ' Conversation between ~them
was limited and at all times restrained.

.Prayer and meditation completed ‘the

day that they might retire with sacred
thoughts uppermost in their minds.
To keep . the Mosaic Law. was their
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highest aim and they studied it de-
voutly, daily and on the Sabbath. The
name of Moses was as sacred to them as
that of God, and to blaspheme either
was a crime punishable with death.

In keeping the Sabbath Day they were
even more radical than the Sadducees.
Not even a fire was permitted to be
kindled, nor a vessel moved from one
place to another. All food was pre-
pared on Friday to avoid labor on the
Sabbath. They spent the hours in deep
meditation on the holy name of God, in
study and discussion of the Law and
in prayer. They kept aloof from the
temple in Jerusalem although all gifts
were sent in regular order. Reverence
for the Holy Day was ecarried to such
lengths that even the body was denied
its natural funections on the seventh day.

The Essenes had a goal for their
sacrifices, and history records that they
attained in a great degree their reward
for their striving for spirituality. This
was especially true in the healing art.
‘When sickness struck in the homes
around Jerusalem, many times it was
an Hssene who was sent for. They did
not lay hands on the sick, for that would
have been a defilement, but they healed
the sick through prayer and word of
mouth. They were recognized by the
people as holy men, dream interpreters,
prophets, and healers. It was an Essene
that predicted the boy Herod would be-
come king and have a long reign.
Royalty often called upon them to in-
terpret a bad dream which had disturbed
them or to foretell the future. There
was-a gate in Jerusalem known as the
“‘gate of the Essenes.”’

The Essenes were the mystics of
Judaism, taking their instructions from
the prophets of old for their spiritual
development. Separation® from the
world, fasting, and prayer were the
only sesames to spiritual knowledge.
Daniel pointed the way in the 10th
chapter of his book, when he prepared
himself for his vision. Other prophets
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from the beginning of time had followed
the same paths. \

The older disciples of the Order,
whose entire life had been spent in spir-
itual attainment, could see far into the
future. Purified as they were, they knew
the secret of the separation of the bodies.
They could wander at will in the spirit.
It was their supreme ambition and the
initiates attained it.

It was through the Essenes the first
cry came of the approaching Messiah,
when John the Baptist went forth to
preach the coming of the Christ. In fact
the Hssenes, the greatest spiritual force
of their day, were in every way the fore-
runners of the coming Christian age.
In their lofty morality, their spiritual
purity, and depth of insight, the world
had seen no equal in community life.

That Jesus, during His preparatory
yvears was trained by the Essenes there
can be little doubt. His whole life
points to the influence of their train-
ing.

Max Heindel states that, ‘‘He was
put into the schools of the Essenes, on
the shores of the Dead Sea. ... Among
them the growing Jesus found his early
training, and he was so marvelously
adapted to the life that was led there
that in a very short time he distanced
them all. At a later period, he went to
Persia. This school of the Essenes where
he was, was a great center of learning.
It had a great library, and he absorbed
an immense amount of occult knowl-
edge, regaining what he had learned in
previous lives.”’

The teaching of Christ Jesus include
many of the tenets of the Essenes. His
approval of self-inflicted poverty is
indicated (Luke 6-20) when He said,
““Blessed be ye poor,” and (Matthew
19-22) when He adjured the rich young
man to give away all his possessions to
the poor that he might have riches in
heaven. That He shared the Essenes’
averson to marrige as a detriment to

(Continue on page 316)
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Face Facts: You Inherited Yourself

By Ernest CrRUTCHER, M.D., 32°

,,ﬁa‘ IS GOD unkind? Are friends
ﬁ.’j_ el unfaithful? Do your prayers

: go unheard? Have you ever
considered that your endurings now are
but exactions of " your yesterdays?
‘“Whatsoever a man soweth’’ holds true
in all careers. You are the builder!
You did not inherit your parents. You
inherited yourself, and you willingly
reincarnated for continued individ-
ualization and to ‘‘balance your ac-
counts.”” For some one else to pay your
bills would manifestly be unfair and
unjust.

You are now preparing for another
life that may be a continuation of this
one in wretchedness and sorrow, due to
what you imposed on others in th1s and
‘preceding lives. Pay your debts, and
make short your endurance! Nothing
merely happens. The laws of rebirth
and consequence can account for all
misfortunes and losses, sickness and in-
juries, ugliness and beauty, genius and
stupidity, misery and happiness. We
reap what we have sown! How else ac-
count for the vagaries of fate, fortune,
accident? Every event, good or vicious,
has its precursor and inspirer.

Some earth lives are far too short to
wipe out evil deeds, and that accounts
for rebirths that seemingly carry a fate
of misfortune. BEvery account must be
balanced, but it is our own prerogative
to choose the manner in which we will
make the necessary adjustments. We
progress faster by facing life and des-
tiny cheerfully.

Christian teachings p110r to the fifth
century taught the doetrine of rebirth
and the inevitable reaping of conse-
quences from previous lives. Consider
the history of certain nations and look
at their calamities of the present. 'Are

mythic paradise.

they not reaping of sowings heretofore ?
The sufferers today in those mnations
were the vicious actors in former days.
They reap as they sowed for others. Is
that not just? -

“Why did this ev11 happen to me?”’
you ask. Can you explain it otherwise
than is indicated? No! Then pay up!
Consider your fellow men, Do good
somewhere, anywhere. Hvery kind. aet
will help to wipe away some part of
your debt.” Pile up merit. Be generous
in motive. It won’t hurt any even if
you do good simply for good’s sake!

Mere belief in some theological dogma
won’t excuse you nor relieve you of
paying. Such preachment is hardly
consistent with common sense. What
of the victim imposed upon? How is
he repaid for undergoing your mean-
ness? No belief or theology can change
fate, but you can, by working out today
the indebtedness of yesterday’s folly.
You have made your fate, and only you
can change it.

It is much better to make good here
and now than to take chances in a
Wouldn’t you, as you
know you are, cut a pretty figure there?

“With whom could you associate there,

if peradventure you could slip through
by fatuous ‘‘believing’’ of some vi-
carious exeusing? Do not delude your-
self. Justice obtains throughout God S
universe.

‘Whatsoever you do, you must go on
living with yourself throughout life,
and life is continnous—unending. = You
can progress or retrogress, but the choice
is up to you. You are today making
fate. The beauty, harmony, happiness,
and peace of today are fruits of right-
eousness in previous lives. How build
ye today? ‘
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Taken from His Writings

Christian Mystic Initiation

(TWELFTH INSTALLMENT)

The Stigmata and the Crucifizion

= S we said in the beginning of
? cefiy this series of articles, the Chris-
h’i" tion Mystie Initiation differs
radically from the occult Initiation un-
dertaken by those who approach the
Path from the intellectual side. But all
paths converge at Gethsemane, where
the candidate for Initiation is sat-
urated with sorrow which flowers into
compassion, a yearning mother love
which has only one all-absorbing de-
sire: to pour itself out for the allevia-
tion of the sorrow of the world, to save
and to succor all that are weak and
heavy laden, to comfort them and give
them rest. At that point the eyes of
the Christian Mystic are opened to a
full realization of the world’s woe and
his mission as a Savior; and the oc-
cultist also finds here the heart of love
which alone can give zest and zeal in
the quest. By the union of the mind
and the heart both are ready for the
next step, which involves the develop-
ment of the stigmata, a necessary prep-
aration for the mystic death and resur-
rection. The Gospel narrative tells the
story of the stigmata in the following
words, the opening scene being in the
Garden of Gethsemane.

‘‘Judas then having received a band
‘of men and officers from the chief
priests and Pharisees came thither
with lanterns, torches, and. weapons.
Jesus therefore knowing all things that

ARG

should come upon Him went forth and
said unto them, Whom seek ye? They
answered Him, Jesus of Nazareth, Jesus
said unto them, I am He. . .. Then the
band and the captain and the officers
of the Jews took Jesus and bound Him
and led Him away to Annas first. . . .
The high priest then asked of His dis-
ciples and of His doctrine. Jesus an-
swered him, I spake openly to the
world. . .. Why asketh thou me? Ask
them which heard me what I have said
unto them; behold they know what I
have said. Now Annas had sent Him
bound unto Caiaphas the high priest.
. .. Then they led Jesus from Caiaphas
unto the hall of judgment. . ..

“‘Pilate then went out unto them and
said, What accusation bring you
against this man? They answered and
said unto him, If he were not a malefac-
tor we would not have delivered Him
unto thee. . . . Then Pilate entered into
the judgment hall again, and ecalled
Jesus, and said unto Him, Art thou the
King of the Jews? Jesus answered him,
My kingdom is not of this world: if my
kingdom were of this world, then would
my servants fight that T should not be
delivered to the Jews: but now is my
kingdom not from hence.

‘‘Pilate therefore said unto him, Art
thou a king then? Jesus answered,
Thou sayest that I am a king. To this
end was I born, and for this cause came
I into the world that I should bear wit-
ness unto the truth. Ewveryone that is
of the truth heareth my voice. Pilate
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said unto Him, What is truth? . . .
Then he went out again unto the Jews
and saith unto them, I find in Him no
fault at all. But we have a custom
that I should release unto you one at
the Passover; will ye therefore that I
fe]_.ease unto you the King of the Jews?
Then cried they all again saying, Not
this man, but Barabbas. Now Barabbas
was a robber. Pilate therefore took
Jesus and scourged Him. And the sol-
diers platted @ crown of thorns and put
it on His head, and they put on Him a
purple robe and said, Hail, King of the
Jews; and they smote Him.

“‘Pilate therefore went forth again
and saith unto them, behold I bring Him
forth unto you that ye may know that
T find no fault in Him. Then came Jesus
forth wearing the crown of thorns and
the purple robe. And Pilate saith unto
them, Behold the man! When the chief
priests therefore, and officers saw Him,
they cried out, saying, Cruecify Him,
Crucify Him. Pilate saith unto them,
Take ye Him and crucify Him; for I
find no fault in Him. The Jews an-
swered him, We have a law and by our
law He ought to die, because He made
Himself the Son of God. ... Pilate
sought to release Him, but the Jews
cried out saying, If thou let this man
go, thou art not Caesar’s friend; who-
ever maketh himself a king speaketh
against Caesar. . . . They cried out,
Away with Him. . . We have no king but
Caesar.. Then delivered he Him there-
fore unto them to be crucified. And
they took Jesus and led Him away.
And He, bearing His cross, went forth
into a -place called the place of a skull,
which 1is, in the Hebrew, Golgotha.
There they crucified Him and two others
with Him, one on either side and Jesus
in the midst.” And Pilate wrote a title
and put it on the cross: Jesus of Naz-
areth, the King of the Jews.”

. We have here the account of how the
stigmata or punctures were produced
in the Hero of the Gospels, though the

loeation is not quite eorrectly. deseribed,.-:. .
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and the process is represented in a nar-
rative form differing widely from the
manner in which these things really
happen. But we stand here before one
of the Mysteries which must remain
sealed for the profane, though the un-
derlying mystical facts are as plain as
daylight to those who know. The phys-
ical body is not by any means the real
man. Tangible, solid, and pulsating
with life as we find it, it is really the
most dead part of the human being,
crystallized into a matrix of finer ve-
hicles which are invisible to our or-
dinary physical sight.

If we place a basin of water in a
freezing temperature, the water soon
congeals into ice, and when we examine
this ice, we find that it is made up of
innumerable little erystals having va-
rious geometrical forms and lines of
demarcation. There are etheric lines
of forece which were present in the
water before it congealed. As the water
was hardened and molded along these
lines, so our physical bodies have been
congealed and solidified along the etheric
lines of force of our invisible vital body,
which is thus in the ordinary course of
life inextricably bound to the physical
body, waking or sleeping, until death
brings dissolution of the tie. But as
Initiation involves the liberation of the
real man from the body of sin and death
that he may soar into the subtler spheres
at will and return to the body at his
pleasure, it is obvious that before that
can be accomplished, before the object
of Initiation can be attained, the inter-
locking grip of the physical body and
the etheric vehicle which is so strong
and rigid in ordinary humanity, must
be dissolved. As they are most closely
bound together in the palms of the
hands, the arches of the feet, and the
head, the occult schools concentrate
their efforts upon severing the eonnee-
tion at these points, and produce the
stigmate invisibly.

.(To be continued) -
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A ROSICRUCIAN CATECHISM
R ' The Atlantean Races

Q. Who, among their men, did the
Toltecs most honor?

A. Among the Toltecs, the third At-
lantean Race, the man who had gained
the most varied experience was the most
honored and sought.

Q. How did his memory compare
with our own? ;

A. Memory was then so great and
aceurate that our present memory is
nothing in" comparison. Tn an emerg-
ency, a Toltec of wide practical expe-
rience would be very likely to remember
similar cases in the past and suggest
what action should be taken. Thus he
became a valuable adviser to the com-
munity when a situation developed
which none of the members had pre-
viously encountered and were therefore
unable to think or reason from analogy
how to deal promptly with the emerg-
ency. - - '

Q. What did they do when such an
individual was not available? '

" A. They then were compelled to ex-
periment in order to find what was best
to do. '

Q. When did separate nations first
appear? '

A. In the middle third of Atlantis
we find the beginning of separate na-
tions. Groups of people who discovered
in-one another similar tastes and habits
would leave their old homes and found
a new colony. They remembered the
old customs and followed them in their
new homes as far as they suited, but
formed new ones to meet their own par-
ticular ideas and necessities.

Q. How were the rulers of such na-
tions chosen ?

- AU The Leaders of mankind initiated
great kings at that time to rule the peo-
ple, over whom they were given great

power. The masses honored these kings
with all the reverence due to those who
were thus truly kings ‘‘by the grace of
God.”’

Q. How did these kings esteem their
trust ?

A. In time the kings became intoxi-
cated with power. They forgot that it
had been put into their hands by the
grace of God, as a sacred trust; that
they were made kings for the purpose
of dealing justly by and helping the
people.

Q. What did the kings do?

A.  They began to use their power
corruptly, for selfish ends and personal
aggrandizement instead of for the com-
mon good, arrogating to themselves
privileges and authorities never in-
tended for them. Ambition and selfish-
ness ruled them and they abused their
high, divinely derived powers for pur-
poses of oppression and revenge.

Q. Was this true of kings only?

A. This was true not only of the
kings but also of the nobles and the
higher classes, and when one considers
the power possessed by them over their
fellow beings of less developed classes,
it is easy to understand that its misuse
would bring about terrible conditions.

Q. Did these conditions improve
with the next Atlantean Race?

A. No. The Original Turaniauns,
who were the fourth Atlantean Race,
were especially vile in their abominable
selfishness. They erected temples where
the kings were worshiped as gods, and
caused extreme oppression of the help-
less lower classes. Black magie of the
worst and most nauseating kind flour-
ished and all their efforts were directed
toward the gratification of vanity and
external display.

(Reference: Cosmo, pages 296-297)
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WESTERN WISDOM BIBLE STUDY

Christ-Directed Service

After these things
Jesus shewed himself
again to the disciples at
the sea of Tiberias; and
. on this wise shewed he
himself.

There were together

Simon Peter, and Thomas
called Didymus, and Na-
) thanael of Cana in Gali-
" lee, and the sons of Zebe-
dee, and two other of his
. disciples.
. Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a fish-
ing. They say unto him, We also go with
thee. They went forth, and entered into
a ship immediately; and that night they
caught nothing.

But when the morning was now come,
Jesus stood on the shore: but the disciples
knew not that it was Jesus.

Then Jesus saith unto them,
Iﬁave ye any meat?

Children,
They answered him,

o.

And he said unto them, Cast the net on
the right side of the ship, and ye shall find.
They cast therefore, and now they were not
able to draw_ it for the multitude of fishes.

Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved
saith unto Peter, It is the Lord. Now
when Simon Peter heard that it was the
Lord, he girt his fisher’s coat unto him.
(for he was naked) and did cast himself
into the sea. .

And the other disciples came in a little
ship; (for they were not far from land, but
as it were two hundred cubits,) dragging
the net with fishes.

As soon as they were come to land, they
saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid
thereon, and bread.

Jesus saith unto them, Bring of the fish
which ye have now caught.

Simon Peter went up, and drew the net
to land full of great fishes, an hundred and
fifty and three: and for all there were so
many, yet was not the net broken,

—John 21:1-11.

The symbology of fishing refers to
initiation, the process by which the
spiritual aspirant is shown how to use
the inner powers he has previously un-
folded. At the time of Christ Jesus’
ministry, the sun by precession was leav-
ing the sign Aries, the ram, and was
entering® into the sign Pisces, the fish.
Thus the old school of initiation was of
the Arian Dispensation, while the New

Dispensation had to do with ‘‘fishers of
men.’’

In the great school of life—each life
a day—we use our several vehicles to
gain experience from which comes our
soul growth. To the extent that we
use our wisdom, or ‘‘nets,”’ to garner
““fish,”” or food for the spirit, do we
progress upon the spiritual path. In
our lack of wisdom we often cast our
“‘pets’’ and bring back no ‘‘fish.”

When Christ Jesus told His diseiples
to cast their nets upon the ‘‘right side,”’
He was touching upon a significant
inner teaching pertaining to the trans-
mutation of the divine creative prineiple.

The brain, through which the creative
power is used when transmuted, is com-
posed of two halves, but we use prin-
cipally the left side, which is ruled by
the Luecifers of Mars. The right half
is only partially active. The heart also
is on the left side of the body, but is
now beginning to move towards ‘‘the
right’’ place. It is gradually chang-
ing from an involuntary muscle to a
voluntary one with cross .stripes. As
we continue to live the life of love and
service, the heart will come under our
control and we will be able to direct
the blood to the right side of the brain
and thus foster the higher side of the
nature. At this stage we will have no
difficulty in catching ¢‘fish,’’ or giving
Christ-directed service, as did the dis-
ciples when they had cast on ‘‘the right
side.’

The digits composing the number of
fish caught, one hundred and fifty three,
when added give a total of nine, the num-
ber of humanity. Thus it is indicated
that eventually all of humanity will
come under the Christ regime and de-
velop in a positive manner through love
and service the latent spiritual poten-
tialities inherent in each, =~ =



The Basic Nature

By JAMES WEYLAND

O

A lofty mind always thinks nobly, it easily creates vivid, agree-

able, and natural fancies, places them in their best light,
them with all. appropriate adornments,

clothes
studies others’ tastes, and

clears away from its own thoughts all that is useless and disagree-

able.

—La Rochefoucauld.

e
(PART IV)

Ll HE airy signs are mental, being
R closely related to the mind. The
0y | mind is intimately allied to the
nervous ‘system and chiefly dependent
upon it for its development in our pres-
ent stage. For the mind to be at its
‘best, the nerves must be relaxed and
there must be clean, fresh air. This
indicates its relation to the mind stuff
which constitutes the World of Thought.
This World, composed of the Region of
Abstract Thought and the Region of
Concrete Thought, is a very righ rate
of vibration, and the clearer the vibra-
tions about us, the easier it is for the
mind to work in -harmony with the uni-
versal substance of which the individual
mind is eomposed.
. The mind is the highest vehicle the
Ego possesses, and the least developed.
It is the link between the Spirit and the
body, the.path or bridge referred to by
occultists, and its spiritualization is one
of the principal objects of our present
stage of .development.

There was a time when man was only
" Spirit and body, but with the birth of
the mind, which occurred during the
present Barth Period, the Spirit began
working on its bodies and evolved the
soul, which is the pabulum or food by .
means of Wh1ch the splrlt progresses.

This did not oecur, however, until the
mind was born. Thus we see the mission
of the mind in our pilgrimage through
matter and the importance of- develop-
ing this instrument correctly and fully.
It is yet in its infancy, being in what
we call its mineral stage of develop-
ment, but rapid unfoldment is due .as
we enter and pass through the approach-
ing Aquarian Age, a mental airy age.
Perfection of the mind will be attained
by humanity in general only in the
Vulecan Period, the last of our seven
great days of manifestation.

By wrong use of the mind, resulting
in such sins as infolerance, impatience
of restraint, and pride of intellect, we
eventually kill the soul. When this is
done the bridge of mind is broken and
we have a-soulless personality that may
continue to live for many years after
this separation has taken place, per-
petuating .many acts of cruelty and
cunning. This is the black magician,
who uses the seed obtained from others
to satisfy his own demoniac desires.
Such a person often obtains power in a
nation or society, which he then takes
delight in wrecking. Truly, ‘‘the soul
that sinneth, it shall die,’’ for all we do
eontrary to the laws of God 1nev1tab1v
results in a deterioration of the soul
qualities. Conversely, he who clothes
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his mind in the golden quality of love
and directs his life in ‘‘loving, self-for-
getting service to others,”’ builds soul
qualities of a transcendent beauty, fol-
lowing in the Path pointed out for us
by our great Way-shower, Christ Jesus.

The cardinal or active air is repre-
sented by the sign Libra, or the Hier-
archies of Individuality, who influence
us through the planet Venus in our
solar system. These Lords of Indi-
viduality, who had charge of humanity
during the Moon Period, gave the germ
of the desire body and also reconstructed
the dense and vital bodies. They now
have charge of the Life Spirit in man.
Thus, the Christ in us "
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mnatural to the Libran. These qualities
served this woman well in her evange- .
listic work, and the sextile of Mercury
‘to. Jupiter, and the harmonious aspects
between Jupiter, Moon, and Saturn,
gave her a high degree of success in
‘““putting over’’ her religious message
to the public. The square of Saturn
and Mars to Neptune and Pluto added
a strong psychic power to her oratory,

'so that she was able to exert a strong

influence on the minds of many of her
listeners. Much good, through her
preaching and healing, was undoubtedly
accomplished by this Four Square
Gospel leader, but there were obvious

lessons for her to learn

o0
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is directing the mind by ¥
the influence of love

THE SPIRITUAL NATURE OF
ASTROLOGY

in using the mental
faculties properly.
As indi-

through the planet
Venus, the lower octave
of ‘Uranus, which en-
deavors to obtain the
balance of mind through
active work. The car-
dinal air then shows
the evolution of the
mind through activity.

Combining the men-
tal air qualities with
those of the cardinal,
we have a mind that is

The science of the stars is
essentially a spiritual sci-
ence. Its effects are the re-
sults of the emanations of
mighty spiritual Beings act-
ing upon the inherent spir-
jtual principles of micro-
cosmic man—a cell in the
oreat body of God unfolding
its latent potentialities into
dynamic powers. To the
spiritual astrologer there are
three legitimate ways of
using the message of the
stars: to aid people in char-
acte