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The Rosicrucian Fellowship

ITS MESSAGE AND MISSION

Formerly religious truths were intuitively perceived
or taken wholly on faith as dogmas of the church. Today
a growing class demands that immeortality and kindred
matters be proved to the intellect, deductively or by ob-
servation, as are other facts of life, for instance, heredity.
They desire religion as much as their fathers, but want
the ancient truths in modern dress, congruous to their
altered intellectual condition. To this class the Rosicrucian
Fellowship addresses itself with a definite, logical, and
sequential teaching concerning the origin, evolution, and
future development of.the world and man which is as
strictly scientific as it is reverently religious; a teaching
which makes no statements not supported by reason and
logie, which satisfies the mind by clear explanations,
which neither begs nor evades questions, but offers a rea-
sonable solution to all mysteries so that the heart may be
allowed to sanction what the intellect believes, and the
solace of religion may give peace to the troubled mind.

People of various denominations enter educational
institutions such as Harvard or Yale, and study Mythology,
Psychology, and Comparative Religion there without
prejudice to their religious affiliations. Students may
enrcll -with the Rosicrucian Fellowship on the very- same
basis. Our teachings, which aim to emancipate from
authority of others by pointing the way to firsthand
knowledge, are given by correspondence graded to suit
the different classes o¢f applicants, Upon request the

" General Secretary will send an application blank for enroll-

ment to anyone who is not a Hypnotist, or a Professional
Medium, Palmist, or Astrologer.

These lessons are not sold; it is contrary to Rosi-
crucian principles %o give spiritual aid for a material con-
sideration. However, the work is supported largely by
voluntary offerings, and students are given opportumty
to help as the heart dictates and the means permit. In the
measure only that they fulfill this moral obligation can
they really benefit from our efforts in their behalf.

The  International Headquarters of the Rosicrucian
Fellowship is located on a fifty acre tract called “Mt.

. Ecclesia,” a natural park of incomparable beauty with a

view of mountains, valleys, ocean, and isles ranging in ex-
tent from 40 to 80 miles. It is an important center of spir-
itual heahng scientifically applied to aid thousands all
over the world. The salubrious climate of Southern Cali-
fornia affords material -help in recovery for those who

.. visit the quiet little city of Oceanside which holds Mt.
_“Ecelesia in itg environs. Accommodations are available
~ for those who may wish to spend some time at Headquar-

ters. ‘Rates are¢ given on application. Healing services
are held ‘daily “in the I‘cclesm to help all who have applied
for healing. "

THE ROSICRUCIAN FELLOWSHIP

Mr. BocLESIA
Oceanside, California, U.S.A.
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~ The Mystic Light

The Rosicrucian Fellowship

The Rosicrucian Fellowship is a movement for the dissemination of a definite, logical,
and sequential teaching comcerning the origin, evolution, and future development of the

world and man, showing both the spiritual and
Philosophy gives a reasonable solution to all mysteries of life.

scientific The Rosicrucian

It is entirely Christian,

aspects.

but presents the Christian teachings from a new viewpoint, giving new explanations of

the truth which creeds may have obscured.

Our motto 1s: A SANE MiNp, A SorT HEART, A SOoUND BoDY.

Youth and the Aquarian Age

By RoserT H, PaNsiUS

‘{ JHERE has been circulated in the
e ﬁ last two score years, a profusion
D || of literature dealing with future
progress and with problems that will
face the world. It has been stated that
there is a great possibility of a second
World War. We have heard rumors of
a world-wide revolution to free the
working classes, to make all men equal,
financially and socially. We have seen
men dedicate their lives to this move-
ment, motivated rather by jealousy and
vanity than by a true desire to serve hu-
manity. There is but one straight path
to the attainment of universal fellow-
ship and understanding among nations
and ranks, of which more later. We can
no more hope to fuse together the social
and financial standings of various groups
than we can raise everyone to the same
degree of spirituality. KEach rank has
its purpose and soul-building expe-
riences, which would not exist if all men
were of equal material standing.

The growing desire for peace is evi-
dent. Statesmen the world over, com-
bining knowledge with foresight, have
seen the necessity of outlawing war and
banishing militarism. Although it may
seem that little progress has been made
toward this end, let us hold in mind that
the peace movement has been in exist-
ence but a short while. Perhaps the
greatest step was the forming of the Paris
Peace Pact, which renounces war as an
instrument of national policy. The

Peace Palace of the Hague and the
League of Nations, although they have
proved inadequate in maintaining peace,
have been valuable factors in the usher-
ing in of a peace consciousness.

Our leading philosophers and educa-
tors have almost unanimously agreed that
the receding generation has left a heavy
burden for the youth of this and future
generations. They see a great deal of suf-
fering and bloodshed before the dove of
everlasting peace shall setile on the
earth. But they recognize the fact that
those who shall find courage to declare
themselves for universal fellowship will
be the pioneers of a coming understand-
ing among nations.

‘We may expect great changes in the
near future in the concepts of govern-
ment and society. Unemployment and
labor problems will present themselves
with renewed vigor. In our own nation,
we realize that we have reached our
frontiers. No longer can we send the
ambitious or the destitute into virgin
fields where they may start anew. Wars
have followed depressions and depres-
sions wars, as far back as history is re-
corded. Tt has been the working of this
eyele that has enabled the world to
emerge from each crisis in the past. But
now that we are reaching the point in
our evolution where we have the ability
and the desire to eliminate war, we must
by necessity seek out a new instrument
for restoring and sustaining prosperity,
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‘When we recognize the fact that
thought is the controlling factor in the
universe, we can easily understand that
the problems we have enumerated are
not of the material nature they appeared
to be but are of a deeply spiritual na-
ture. We know that ‘‘thoughts are
things.”” That which is in the hearts of
men, not that which issues forth from
their lips, will be manifested. The pass-
ing generation has seen troubled times,
and we shall see yet more as a product
of material thought. There can be no
sudden transformation in the shifting
from the material to the spiritual. Na-
ture works slowly but surely. The law
of evolution is ever operative. The knot
of human relations has been drawn
tight by wars and rumors of war and
cannot be untied in a day. Through the
ages, every empire founded by fire and
sword has perished by the hand of a
new, incoming race. So shall the empire
of materialism fall before the light of
spiritual awakening. Since spiritual
truth is changing human thought silently
but surely, we can more readily grasp
the truth of the Master’s words, ‘‘ Greater
things shall ye do.”’

. The great majority of the enlightened
population of the earth are well aware
of the finiteness of material wealth and
position. They are intelligent enough
to have an inborn feeling of dissatis-
faction with the concepts of the chureh
and its attitude toward the manifesta-
tions of war and misfortune so prevalent
in the world today. Some of these people
who have drawn away from the church
have become cynical and have lost any
faith they might have had left in the
Master and His teachings. Others, of a
more positive nature, have endeavored
to find amid the philosophies which fill
the average libraries, a means of over-
coming the emptiness they feel. - Truly
they are a people bewildered. Few have

found in their searches, limited perhaps.

by time and conditions, a philosophy
which is highly spiritual and which will
give them logical and spiritual answers
to their problems. Those of us who have
been fortunate in having been shown the
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light must dedicate our lives to bringing
to the multitudes who reach out for aid,
that which has filled our lives with happi-
ness and understanding. Those who take
upon themselves this burden shall be
““blessed beyond measure.’’

There is more general interest in re-
ligion today than ever before in the his-
tory of the world. Religious freedom is
an established institution in many na-
tions. In the light of years it is but yes-
terday that men were tortured and
maimed because they happened to think
differently from those in authority at the
moment.

A new light has dawned on the human
horizon. Prophecy and mystic orders,
from the early Egyptians to the present
day, agree that the final hour is striking
for materialism. The younger genera-
tion will be the torch bearers of a new
age, the Aquarian Age. An age to be
founded not on the sands of materialism,
but on the rock of spiritual truth. Peace,
good .will, faith, health, happiness, prog-
ress, and liberty shall rule unobstructed.

The keynote of this age will be the
harmonious union of religion, science,
and art. The idea is prevalent today
that religion and science have nothing in
common. The responsibility for this be-
lief lies chiefly with the church. Because
of the conflicting theories advanced by
the church and those advanced by sei-
ence, a situation has arisen in which the
church has largely lost its hold on youth
and can no longer aid in the molding of
character.

As children we were taught the truths
of life in rhyme and fable that we might
more readily grasp the lesson contained
within. Likewise, in our evolutionary
childhood, were we taught the great spir-
itual laws shrouded in material garb. The
recording angels embedded in the Bible.
all the spiritual laws, in such a manner
that they could be understcod by the
humblest and yet protected from the un-
worthy. We have reached the period in
our progress when we must go deeper
than the surface stories and extract the
spiritua) laws from within. The Bible
among books is as a diamond among
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stones. Nothing can replace it. What
I mean to imply is that we must not
be content to read the Bible as one would
a novel, but must study it in the light
of spirit. Draw the sweet spiritual
honey from its comb. An occult study
of the Bible will reveal it as & more mar-
velous masterpiece than the human mind
can comprehend.

As man gradually attains fuller self-
consciousness, there will be universal
emancipation from everything base and
low. The first step in preparing for this
great revelation must be the building of
a strong foundation. The greatest por-
tion of our life wave has been gradually
forced, by manifestations of various de-
grees of depravity and misfortune, into
a receptive state of mind. The time is
at hand for commencing the noble work
of spreading the light among all hu-
manity. Mankind must be taught to
think for itself, to discover its oneness
with God, its inborn powers, and fleshly
weaknesses. When men know that the
Kingdom of God is within each and
every one, what man could bear arms
against his fellows?

No man can teach with any degree of
success that which he does not practice.
Therefore, those of us who desire to give
ourselves wholeheartedly to this mag-
nificent work, must prepare ourselves
accordingly, lest we do more harm than
good.

There are numerous methods and
schools of spiritual unfoldment. As one
person’s taste in art might differ from
another’s, so might the various methods
of teaching spiritual attainment appeal
differently to different individuals. The
important factor is the results we are able
to obtain. When we have reached that
level or degree of spiritual growth in
which ‘we have eliminated the negative
emotions and achieved a dynamic bal-
ance between mind and spirit, creating
only positive thought force, we should
go out among those who know not the
light of truth. Let us call this a train-
ing peviod, whose length depends chiefly
upon our suseeptibility to trith. During
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this period we become versed in the mys-
teries which have so long been preserved
in secret, that they might burst forth
when the time ripened, for the enlighten-
ment of the earth. We must let this spir-
ituality sink deep into our lives and
vocations. By so doing we shall again

-unite the forces of religion, art, and sci-

ence, which union will turn the wheels
of progress toward prosperity and ever-
lasting peace. '
Perhaps the greatest fault of the higher
institutions of learning today is their
failure to couple education and religion.
The cause of this failure is their inability
to comprehend the essence or unseen
reality in science and the underlying
spiritual truths in religion. When those
who are commissioned to teach youth are
brought into the light, the edueational
systems of the world will undergo a cor-
responding change. The new system will
be founded on a balance between the
mental and the spiritual, which makes
for fellowship and universal peace. .
There are numerous men, whom we call
celebrities, in government, science, and
in every walk of life, who are in sym-
pathy with, and put into practice, the
prineciples of our philosophy, In order
to retain their positions, in which ca-
pacities they are able to aid evolution,
they have had to keep within themselves
their knowledge of the truth as have the
mystic orders for so long. Now that the
people are becoming aware of a great
transformation more and more of these
men will put the weight of their name
and position in support of these prin-
ciples. . -
In conclusion, let me .urge  everyone

-who knows the truth.and walks in the

light, to forget personal gain and per-
sonal advancement, and to-give himself
to the ‘‘cause’” that more men and
women may likewise be shown the light
of truth. ILet us always endeavor to send
out thoughts that are construective and
make for-universal peace-and fellowship.
For we know that ‘‘God is light. TIf we
walk in the light, as he is in the Light,
we have fellowship, one with another,”’
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Mysticism of Arabia

By Freprrick P. CHURCH

HE FAMA FRATERNITATIS,

> one of the earliest manifestoes
[°¢D°] of the Fraternity of the Rose
Cross, warned the intelligentsia of their
egotism and covetousness, and said that

“a reformation was necessary. Quoting
from Manly P. Hall :

F)

3

In order to assist in bringing about the
reformation, a mysterious person -called
“the highly illumined Father C.R.C.,” a

* German by birth, descended of a noble
family, but himself a poor man, instituted
the “Secret Society of the Rose Cross.”
C.R.C. was placed in a cloister when orly
five years of age, but later becoming dissatis-

. fied with its education system, he associated

) _himself with a brother of Holy Orders who -

* was setting forth on a pilgrimage to the
Holy Land. They started out together but
the brother died at Cyprus, and C.R.C. con-
tinued alone to Damascus. Poor health pre-
vented him from reaching Jerusalem, so he
remained at Damascus, studying with the
Philosophers who dwelt there.

While pursuing his studies, he heard of a
group of mystics and Cabbalists abiding
in the mystic Arabian City of Damcar. He
was received as one who had been long ex-
pected, a comrade and friend in philosophy,
and was instructed in the secrets of the
Arabian adepts. While there C.R.C. learned
the Arabic tongue and translated the sacred
book M into Latin, and upon returning to
Europe he brought this important volume
with him.

This would lead the student to believe
that the ancient Arabs had among their
leaders philosophers of g high order who
had in their possession a great store of
knowledge of the seeret workings of the
Universal Law. It would also be natur-
ally expected that some means would be
used of perpetuating these truths which
would at the same time appeal to large
numbers of people, while effectively con-
cealing the hidden laws from the profane
and vulgar. This seems to the writer to
be just what the stories called The Thou-
sand and Omne Nights’ Entertainments

“accomplish ; for these fantastic tales are

known and loved by all peoples, and
have been translated into many lan-
guages. Yet among all the multitude
who read and enjoy them, how few in-
deed suspect that they contain profound
instruction regarding the laws of the
Etheric Region, the Desire World, and
the World of Thought, in which realms
are the beginnings of much that we ob-
serve in the Dense World.

For the sake of those who are not
familiar with the details of the intro-
duction to these stoties it will be recalled
that the sons of a great king make the
discovery that their wives are unfaith-
ful: that while they .are  away hunting
their women entertain themselves with
the company of black slaves. One of
these princes who has become king re-
solves vengeance on all women because
of his discovery. He resolves that he
will have a virgin brought to him in the
evening and that she will be killed in
the morning. Thus he will be certain of
a faithful wife. This cruel edict was
executed by the king’s chief counsel,
whose own daughter Scherezade volun-
teered to cure the king of his aversion,
and to persuade him that after all there
were chaste women in the world. This
Scherezade accomplished by awakening
the king just before his accustomed time
and telling him part of a fascinating
story. In order to learn the outcome of
the characters the king was willing to
allow Scherezade to live from day to
day.

Now the king may personify the will,
and the wife, the body. The black slaves
are the base appetites of the body. When
the mental activities are the delight of
the will represented by the king on the
hunting party (Sagittarius, 9th house),
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the base appetites are most likely to
corrupt the dense body.

When the Ego, manifesting through
the will, discovers the corruption of the
body through the appetites, at the end
of the night of the spirit or the day of
the earth life, the body dies, and a new
one is taken for the next ‘‘night.”” When
the king finally marries the chaste
Scherezade she gives him such profound
instruction that it is not necessary for
her to die—she therefore remains alive
day after day. So it is with the Masters
of Wisdom ; when they have made their
bodies chaste by service they may remain
alive in the same body through a number
of ordinary lives. Before the Ego comes
into the new body through rebirth, be-
fore the Spirit awakens the sleeping
body for a new day of earth life, by
means of pictures, instruetion is given
for guidance in the problems which are
to be encountered.

It is not until the body has heen puri-
fied to a large extent that this kind of
instruction can be given regnlarly and
effectively. This is represented by the
activity of Scherezade who is not to be
thought of as telling these stories just
for entertainment nor that she makes up
the stories as she goes along; not at all.
She was making herself a self-conscious
channel for the giving out of the Wisdom
of the ancients in the form of allegories.
She had, according to our description
of her, courage, wit, and penetration
infinitely above her sex. She had read
much, and had such a prodigious mem-
ory that she never forgot anything that
she had read. She had successfully ap-
plied herself to philosophy, physie, his-
tory, and the liberal arts; and for verse,
she exceeded the best poets of her time.
Besides this she was a perfect beauty,
and all her fine qualifications were
crowned by solid virtue. These repre-
sent the disciplines through which the
body must pass before it becomes like
Scherezade, a channel for the Wisdom of
the Elder Brothers. ] -

Let us now examine one of these stories

for evidence of the hidden wisdom. About..

"Religion.
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the most familiar of the tales is the one
called—

“ALADDIN: OR, THE WONDERFUL
LAMP”’

Examination of the title will show that
the English of it does not make sense;
and though it does not, yet it is always
given in this form. When it is realized
that the word Aladdin is a composite
word, giving the sound of three Persian
words, and when their meaning is under-
stood then the title is illuminating in-
deed. The first of the words, Allah, is
familiar to almost everyone as the Moslem
word for Deity. Din in the Persian means
The title thus interpreted be-
comes ‘‘The Religion of Allah, or,
The. Wonderful Spiritual Knowledge
(Lamp). The story bears out the title.

The scene of the story is Jaid in a
large and rich provinee of China. .Now
scientists and oecultists alike agree that
the cradle of the present civilization was
in the Gobi desert in western China. It
was fitting that Alleh-d-din shonld be
born, and spend his early days there.
The light of knowledge and civilization
has traveled west-as the light of the sun.

It is to be expected that the father
of Aladdin would be a tatlor-—a maker
of coats of skin-bodies—for the human
family. It would also be expected that
he who is rich in spirit is poor in the
goods of this world. According to the
Yosicrucian teachings, the dense world
conditions which now obtain were not in
the criginal plan of evolution but grew
out of man’s abuse of the creative force,
to which he is urged by the Lmecifers,
stragglers of the life wave of the Angels.
Becauge of the extent to which man has
suceumbed to this degenerating influ-
ence Luecifer is called in the gospels The
Prince of This World. The Master
Christ sayvs: “My kingdom is not of this
wortd : if my kingdom were of this world,
then would my servants fight, that T
should not be delivered to the Jews: but
now is my kingdom mnot from hence.”’
The father of Aladdin is then, poor, and
without any other distinction than that
which his profession afforded him.
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The obstinately rebellious attitude of
man against his Divine and inspired
leaders needs no comment; it is written
in the history of every Religion. Men
have continually rejected the counsel
of the God within that they ought to
exert themselves to learn their Father’s
business—the building of more perfect
bodies, the better to gather experience in
the School of Life. Instead man has
chosen to play in the city streets. Cities
are centers of population, and therefore
represent the centers in the finer ve-
hicles—the Vital, Desire, and Mental
Bodies.

Because of the confusion in the average
city of the world caused by the conflict-
ing elements attempting to live in close
proximity to each other, The City, in
this instance, represents the confusion in
man’s finer vehicles as a result of his
commercial interests.

Aladdin’s rebellious attitude just nat-
urally drew him away from his father’s

~house . and its harmonious conditions
into vicious company and confusion. He

~would go all day and play with the vaga-
bonds of his own age: and many a life-
day has man wasted in chasing vain
pleasure, obeying the Mars passion. Nor
would Manus, the thinker (the son), heed
the advice of the mother nor of the
father.

The tailor’s needle which the father
Mustapha tries in vain to get Aladdin to
use is g most excellent symbol: it has a
single eye—‘If thine eye be single thy
whole body shall be full of light,”” says
the Master. It is of tempered steel, a
Mars metal and Mars rules Scorpio, the
Serpent of Wisdom—‘‘Be

TaE RosicRUCIAN MAGAZINE

school of experience to cover the naked-
ness of the Spirit.

But neither good words nor chastise-
ment prevailed to change Aladdin’s pas-
sionate nature. He continually persisted
in spending his time in the city streets.

‘When man was young, before he had
become degenerate through the influence
of the Luecifers; while he lived in the
Garden of Eden, the Etheric Region, he
had a faculty by which he could com-
mune with the Gods, But when the Spirit
became enmeshed in the dark Dense
Body this faculty became dormant, and
accordingly the story says that the father
Mustapha died. Thus Aladdin has be-
come the son of a widow.

Aladdin was now no longer restrained
by the fear of a father and without a
mature inte'lect of his own he naturally
attracted dangerous circumstances.

With the disappearance of clairvoy-
ance by which man could see and com-
mune with the Gods, came a gradual re-
lease from their restraining influence.
Religion suffered the most from-:this
change as man’s religion began to go its
own way even in the face of painful con-
sequences. The comments on-the state
of Religion under the Turanians, the
fourth race of the Atlantean Epoch is
given in The Rosicrucian Cosmo-Con-
ception where it is said that ‘‘they were
especially vile in their abominable selfish-
ness. They erected temples where the
kings were worshiped as Gods, and eaused
the extreme oppression of the helpless
lower classes.’’

About this time Aladdin meets the
African or Black Magician; that is, Re-
ligion serves the selfish

ye wise as serpents,’’ says

ambitions of those who

the Master. It is a sharp
and penetrating shaft,
the shaft representing the
creative force. Attached
to the single eye is the
thread of destiny which
is woven into the gar-
- ment of the soul through
-many  life-days in the

In time the desires of the
spirit for further experiences
draw it back to rebirth, and
the Recording Angels assist
it to come to birth in the place
best suited t6 give it the nec-
essary experience. . .. They
impress the reflecting ether
of the wvital body in such a
way that pictures of the com-
ing life are reflected in it.

~—Mazx Heindel.

are the custodians of its
sacred power.

The hard work and ef-
fort required to make
progress in evolution does
not appeal to the child-
like intellect of human-
ity. Human beings even
vet seem to: think that
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they can reap where they have not sown—
enjoy the rewards of the labors of others.

The proposal of the Black Magician to
set Aladdin up as a merchant makes an
instant appeal to him as it is the one
ocecupation par excellence which furnishes
the opportunity for taking toll from the
labors of others. When Religion becomes
merchant then indeed does it fall under
the influence of the Devil. The first
move toward the successful merchant is
to make a brave outward show, to adver-
tise. So the African Magician dresses
Aladdin in fine clothes and takes him
among the influential merchants.

The Black Magician has access to the
highest social cirele for it is most natural
that he should be drawn to those who
have sucessfully used the thought forces
to advance themselves, to climb by tak-
ing advantage of their fellows’ need. He
ig lavish in expenditure for the purpose
of binding to his service any one he may
want to use, for his real purpose is not
to be confused with the ostensible one.

Fine raiment and luxurious surround-
ings center the attention on the dense
body and the physical plane, and dull
the significance of life’s experience from
the spiritual and mental viewpoints.
Aladdin’s fine raiment indicates that
the Desire Body revels in luxury.

Aladdin is lured away by the desire
to show off his fine raiment, and to meet
rich people. And so Religion comes more
thoroughly under evil influence when it
likes to make a show of elaborate cere-
mony. The place where the African
Magician hopes to carry out the design
to procure the Lamp is very carefully
described, and is one of the important
parts of the whole story. It is described
as two mountains of moderate height and
equal size separated by a narrow valley.
The interpretations of this symbolism
must of necessity be left to the reader.
It is so plain that there should be no
trouble in filling in this small gap.

It will be remembered that the wonder-
ful lamp is in a cave in this narrow val-
ley; that the cave is closed by a square
stone of marble with a brass ring; that
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the African Magician puts a magie ring
on Aladdin’s finger before he makes the
fire and chants the formula which allows
Aladdin to open the cave and to enter.

The Magician’s search for the Lamp
indicates the Lucifers’ desire for knowl-
edge; and that he attempts to use Alad-
din also agrees with the teaching of the
Cosmo-Conception that these stragglers
of the life wave of the Angels are under
the necessity of using man to gain their
knowledge.

The magic ring which the Magician
puts on Aladdin’s finger emblematieally
represents the limitations of self-con-
sciousness which Aladdin’s experience
in the dark cave of the Dense World gen-
erates for him. The Black Magician can-
not himself enter the cave, which is to
say that the Liucifers cannot take a dense
body. Entrance to the cave is by means
of the brass ring. Brass is like the im-
pudence which fools mistake for true
courage, and the shape indicates limita-
tion.

The Black Magician intends to obtain
the treasure in the cave, and the Lamp,
for himself and to keep Aladdin a slave.
But this is contrary to the Plan of the
Only One. The way and manner in which
it is frustrated is not only fascinatingly
interesting but profoundly instructive.

The cave Aladdin finds is divided into
three great halls, corresponding to the
physical, emotional, and mental forces
which manifest in the Dense World.
Each hall has four large vessels, the
ethers, full of gold and silver eoins repre-
senting the Sun and Moon forees which
flow through the ethers. Aladdin is
warned by the Magician before going
into the cave, not to meddle with these
vessels nor to touch the walls with his
garments. The evil forces naturally do
not want Religion to learn the use of the
Sun and Moon forces through the ethers
for that would prevent their procuring
the wonderful Lamp; and the warning
not to exceed his limitations is necessary
to one under the influence of the head-
strong Martian forces. In the finer worlds
the danger is greater from this cause. The
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scattering of the life force which this
produces would prevent the carrying
out of the Magician’s design.

In order to reach the Lamp it is neces-
sary to go through a door at the end of
the third great hall, into a garden—the
‘World of Abstract Thought. If the won-
derful Liamp is to be discovered one
cannot stop in the Etherie Region, the
Desire World, nor the Region of Con-
crete Thought. It is necessary to climb
ahove the five steps—the senses—at the
end of this garden, and there in a small
niche is the Wonderful Lamp. Aladdin
loaded himself with precious stones in
the garden, put the lamp in his bosom
and again started to climb out of the
cave.

Because he would not give up the Lamp
to the Magician before he was out of the

cave the treacherous friend closed the .

mouth of the cave with the stone thinking
to keep Aladdin in the Earth. But
finally in the joining of his hands in
prayer Aladdin discovers the power of
the Magic Ring and with the help of its
genie gets home to his mother with the
Lamp and the treasure.

The joining of the hands represents
the marriage of the male and female ele-
ments of the personality and the re-
sourcefulness to which the self-conscious-
ness gives birth.

The possession of the Lamp generates
in Aladdin a desire for marriage with
the daughter of the Great King, the
Princess Badroulboudour. The Princess
represents Divine Beauty. Religion,
when it discovers the wuse of the magic
Lamp desires to marry Beauty.

With the help of the
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the help of the Lamp, Religion is able to
construet a structure emblematic of the
soul-ar house—the planets and the signs
of the zodiac. The emblematic repre-
sentation of this palaece in the service of
religion is shown in the construction of
Solomon’s temple. The twenty-four
windows signify the light and dark
halves of the twelve signs; the precious
stones with which they were embellished,
the exalted use of the archetypal forces
from the World of Thought.

The purified emotional nature, repre-
sented by the Princess, cannot at first
appreciate the value of knowledge, con-
sequently the Black Magician is able to
trick her into parting with the Lamp.
Hereupon the palace and the Princess
are removed into Africa—that is while
true Religion is searching for knowl-
edge—indicated in the story of Aladdin
on a hunting expedition; ecrystalliza-
tion takes place, Beauty becomes the
slave of the Dark forces in the Dense
World. Though hidden from Religion,
Beauty is not lost but will be recovered
through the use of the magie ring. In
the story Aladdin did not remember the
power of the ring, although it had saved
him before, until he became desperate
over the disappearance of the Princess,
and then only by accident when he nearly
drowned himself in the river of doubt.

The Princess, at the request of Alad-
din, kills the Black Magician by giving
him a cup of poisoned wine. The pois-
oned cup which kills the lust induced by
the Liucifers represents the poisons gen-
erated in the body by the misuse of the
affections. Religion (Aladdin) shows
the real ugliness of lust,

eenie of the Lamp, Alad-

and Beauty ends the

%¢in builds this wonderful
palace as a home for his
bride. This palace had
courses of gold and silver
bricks, a great hall with
four and twenty windows
ornamented with  dia-
monds and rubies and
precious stones. With

The Lucifers were too far
advanced to take a dense
physical body, yet they needed
an ““inner” " orgam for the

acquisition ‘of knowledge: . . . -

The only way they could find
an avenue through which to
express themselves was to use
man’s physical brain, as they
could malke themselves under-

stood by a physical being en- -
dowed with ‘e brain.

. =—Muax Heindel.

domination of the coarse
and evil desires. Alad-
din’s sorrow during hig
separation from the Prin-
cess indicates the sorrow-

ful state of Religion
when it is separated from
Beauty.

After the death of the
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Magician and the reunion of the Princess
and her father and Aladdin, there is still
another danger to which the Princess
nearly falls prey. This Magician had a
brother who planned to revenge the
death of his brother on Aladdin and the
Princess.

In the capital city there lived a holy
woman, Fatima, who by an austere and
holy life before the people had achieved
a great reputation for piety and purity.
In order to carry out his plan of venge-
ance the Magician’s brother murdered
this poor old lady by strangling her, and
obtaining entrance into the palace of
Aladdin disguised in her habit, very
nearly succeeded in gaining possession of
the Lamp by the murder of Aladdin. This
plan was frustrated by knowledge sup-
plied by the Liamp.

In the first part of the story Religion
(Aladdin) drifted into ‘danger by re-
bellion against Divine Authority, and
fell under the influence of the Black
Magician, described by Scherezade as a
man abandoned to the unbounded pas-
sion for possessing immense treasure by
the most unworthy means. Religion ap-
parently has not yet become free from
this influence if we are to believe what
we see and hear.

After obtaining the Wonderful Lamp,
the saving spiritual knowledge, Religion
allows it to fall into the hands of a
woman, who although beautiful and
good cannot appreciate its tremendous
importance; and due to this negligence,
again Religion falls under the sway of
the dark forces. During the develop-
ment of religion under the beauty of
faith, spiritual knowledge is not very
well appreciated, and cannot be, as wit-
ness the state of spiritual knowledge
while the sun by precession has been
passing through the sign Pisces, the fishes
(whose keyword is I believe).

After the reunion of Faith and Knowl-
edge with Religion the credulity of the
faithful is again tested by the hypoerisy
of the false heart dressed in the robe of
piety. Ounly by the power of the Won-
derful Lamp is the truth laid bare and
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the false heart slain with the dagger it
intended for its victim. This is the jus-
tice of karmic reaction.

Thus the story of Aladdin outlines the
history of the evolution of Religion. Only
a few of the high spots have been touched
upon, however. There exists a wealth
of material in this story that has not
been mentioned, and could not be, in so
short a space.

This is only one of the Scherezade tales.
Many of the others'are well known, espe-
cially by those who read to the chil-
dren —Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves,
Sinbad the Sailor, The Magic Carpet,
The Three Calendars and the Five
Ladies—and many others.

It does not necessarily involve great
cost to procure reasonably good transla-
tions of these stories, for the volume from
which the-above was prepared was picked
up for a quarter in a used book shop. ,

‘Without the Rosierucian teachings the
treasures hidden within these allegories
would remain obscure, to act vipon us un-
consciously : but if we will rub the Lamp
the Genie will appear and marvelous
truths will be revealed to us.

Anyone can find new meanings in these
stories by the application of the prin-
ciples here used. It is to be hoped that
the Philosophy will be used by many to
unlock the treasure house of the world’s
great literature as it alone can.

To a Friend on “The Path”

By W. S. JoHNSON

Thou art a brilliant Flame, whose light
shines through

The twin portals of thy temple, to bless

The many, or the few who come to you,

From the outer darkness, in hopefulness.

Thy gentle thoughts reflect the hidden
light

Of Him who watches over me-and you.

And like the stars that wander through
the night,

They bless all, not just a chosen few.
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A Sunday Baptizin'

By Epna W, STALL

o | HLE little Cahaba River meanders
| placidly for miles and miles,
past sleepy southern towns, un-
t11 it is lost in the greater waters of the
Alabama. To the white population of
that region it is ‘‘just a middlin’ sized
river,’’ but to the negroes of the adjacent
plantations it is the Gateway to the King-
dom Come.

Sunday afternoon in late September
brings the Cahaba River into its own. It
is the day of the annual baptizing by im-
mersion in the diminutive stream.
Negroes who are to be saved by the ritual ;
relatives who have been saved by the
same method in previous years; friends
envious and friends fearful, all join in
the colorful yearly processmn to the
baptismal rites.

Down the dusty road advance the con-
verts, clad in white robes reminiscent of
the Ku Klux Klan minus the peaked
cap. They are led by two preachers, one
tall, and thin, and very solemn with the
portentous dignity of his responsibility.
The other preacher, short and stocky, has
a twinkle in his round black eyes that
even the Bible in his hands could not
wholly suppress.

Following the converts in their white
robes, came the relatives and friends,
in the order of their importance, all mak-
ing their solemn way toward the little
river. On the opposite levee white spee-
tators formed an appreciative audience.
No attention was paid to them by the
negroes. They had no time today for
white folks. This is ‘‘de Lawd’s day.”’

As soon as he reached the water’s
edge, the short, stocky preacher turned
around, Waved his arms and shouted,
“If you niggers aint gonna sing, shut
youh moufs.”’

Simultaneously the negroes broke into
“Swing Low, Sweet Chariot.”” What

had seemed a funny spectacle a moment
before changed miraculously into some-
thing sacred and beautiful. To hear spir-
ituals sung as they should be sung, one

must hear them poured forth by negroes

in the open air, by negroes filled with
religious fervor. Spontaneously, de-
voutly! Out of the fullness of the negro
heart only, come the real spirituals.

The tall, thin preacher began pray-
ing. He worked himself into such a
frenzy of emotion that he fell to the
ground groaning and lamenting, and
calling on ‘‘de Lawd.’’ This seemed to
be the signal for the little fat preacher
to take charge.

He began by saying that he had prom-
ised his wife before he left home that
this baptizin’ wouldn’t take very long,
and asked that some of the congregation
would help him tell the truth by saying
Amen to it. This seemed to strike a re-
sponsive chord, for a low chuckle swept
through the crowd. The rotund preacher
continued: ‘‘I don’t ecare nothin’ about
dat old ribber. Nothin to it but filth.
Any nigger what goes into it a lyin’,
gamblin’, stealin’, drinkin’ nigger is
goin’ to come out of it de same way.
Youse gotta change and be a good nigger
befo’ you goes into dat ribber. Den de
Lawd will cotch hold of yo’ hand and
whisper in yo’ ear, ‘Ise goin’ to help you
be a good nigger from now on.” But they
aint no use tryin’ to fool de Lawd. It
jes can’t be .done. If everybody what
goes to church is goin’ to get into heaven,
then heaven will be a mighty bad place
to be in.

‘‘But they’s good in everything. Yes,
suh, good in everything. This here de-
pression what we all’s got into has done
lots of good. You wimmen! You wim-
men! T know for sure that you aint
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fought wid your old men like you done
when the good times wuz here. ’Cause
why? 'Cause why? ’Cause he aint got
de money to go out gamblin’ and drinkin’
and hellin’ around. Why right now,
when you steps out onto de porch to
throw out de dishwater, you have to walk
clear around dat nigger a settin’ there
wid his feet up on de rail. And dat
aint all »?

At this interesting point the tall
preacher arose from the ground, and we
never learned what other good had come
out of the depression. Evidently the
fat preacher’s special province had been
to keep the erowd entertained by his talk
until Preacher No. 1 had recovered from
his religious frenzy,

The two preachers stood at the river’s
edge and began a half chant, calling on
the neophytes to come on in and be saved.
A white figure advanced timidy and
was grasped by the arms and quickly led
to the middle of the little river. A few

indistinet words were murmured over
him, the Bible waved in the air, and the
people on the bank began to shout
Then.

‘““ Amien’’ and ‘‘Bless de Lawd!”’
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the convert was completely submerged
under the water with much kicking and
splashing. Some shouted and prayed;
others were quiet and more intense,

After the immersion the two preachers
brought the baptized one to his feet with
a jerk, loosened their grasp of him with
a push toward the shore, and he made his
way out of the water as best he could
with his wet draperies clinging to him.
The two preachers hastened to return for
the next candidate, and the ceremony
was repeated.

The negroes on the shore kept up a con-
stant outpouring of prayers, chanting,
and lamentations. It was bedlam, but
the intensity of religious feeling raised
it from the ridieulous to the sublime.

Twilight had fallen by the time the last
one had been immersed. Again the little
preacher commanded the congregation
to sing, and ‘‘Roll, Jordan, Roll,”” floated
out upon the balmy evening air. It
seemed to fill all space, and one felt that
to these simple, dusky skinned children
of God the little Cahaba River had been
transmuted, for the time being, into their
beloved River Jordan.
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Two Experiences

By K. M. TANNAHILL

I was nursing at a house in the coun-
try near Auckland. Hanging in the hall
of this particular house was a picture of
some pheasants and other birds bunched
together after having apparently been
shot as game. I think the picture was
titled ‘¢ Still Life.”’” Gazing at this picture
I was surprised to see the dead birds
grouped to form the figure of an angel
bent over weeping.

Often on leaving my patient’s room
I happened to glance at this picture and
always at first saw the dead birds then
the very plain figure of the weeping
angel. I have often wondered if the
double picture was an accidental group-
ing or not. Being then a meost reserved
person I did not point it out to anyone
at the time but I think it must have been
painted by someone who deplored such
customs.

I had been called to nurse a woman
suffering from heart trouble and bron-
chial pneumonia. She was very ill in-
deed and continued to be so, for some
weeks gradually losing strength, until
the doctor, in spite of closely watching
her case (she was a friend of his
family) and using every possible means
known, gave up hope of her recovery.
On this particular night he said he did
not expeect she would live until morning
and it was very evident to me that she
was weaker, her breathing being very
difficult.

As the night wore on I continued the
prescribed treatment and -sitting for an
interval by her bedside, I prayed for help
for her, mentally attempting to aid her
breathing, when after a little while, my
patient, who had been semi-conscious,
roused with a wonderful smile and put
her hand out to touch some one appar-
ently. I bent over her and this is what
she said: ‘‘Oh, Nurse, there was such a

Beautiful Being stood by my side. He
has gone now.’

She seemed to be in an ecstasV and
kept talking about how beautiful he was.
To my surprise, she shortly afterwards
fell into a peaceful sleep, pulse and
breathing g1eatlx* improved. The doctor
visiting early in the morning, was greatly
surprised at the wondexful change for
the better in our ‘patlent and asked what
I had been doing to bring it about. I d}d
not feel disposed to go into details
about my patient’s vision nor did I after-
wards diseuss it with her, but I am sure
that she was healed by the visit of her
““Beautiful Being.”’

She afterwards made a oomplete Te-
covery and was restored  to her family
who idolized her. This experience hap-
pened a few years ago at a farm house in
the South of England. . )

Two Sculptors

By CAroL SHELDON

One took a piece of lifeless clay
And moulded form so fair

The world exclaimed with bated breath
At artistry so rare.

This sculptor occupies a niche
‘Within the Hall of Fame,

And down the Ages e’er will ring,
In lofty praise, his name.

The other took a weary soul,
Lost in the wilderness

Of broken faith, and cherished it
Within his own warm breast.

He shaped anew the shattered thing
Into a form sublime:

The world proclaimed him not.
I hold this sculptor’s work Dlvme1
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“Dreaming True”

By BerNARD CrROSLAND MITCHELL

£

. Then after a while, the dreams will become more vivid and perfectly

logical. The aspirant wrll dream of being in places and with people (whether
known to him in waoking hours or not matters little), conducting himself in as
reasonable a way as if he were in @ waking state.”’

=81 REMEMBER the discussion

B! quite well, it was whilst I was

- : spending a few weeks at my

aunt’s home in Dublin on my first visit
to Ireland.

It was late afternoon in September,
the leaves fluttered down and the sun,
like a great ball of flame, was setting over
the mountains spreading a purple glow
over everything.

‘We were all standing at the drawing
room window, myself and three or four
elderly ladies, gazing at the big house
across the road.

Visitors often came to call and I would
listen to their conversations though 1
seldom understood what it was all about.
They came and went with rustling
dresses and old fashioned bonnets.

““‘In spite of all the years I have lived
here I do not know whether that is a
window or not,”’ said Aunt Mary whose
expression was sweet and gentle.

““ And what window is that ?’’ asked one
of the ladies glancing over my shoulder,

““The window directly opposite; the
one above the small door. I can never
make up my mind whether it is a real
window with glass in it, or if it is just
painted or built up to balance the other
window on the far side of the house.”’

““I can see the framework,”” another
added, ‘‘and the panes are painted black
too, I can see that. It’s no window. It
has been filled in.”’

I gazed at the exquisite gabled house,
with its great mullioned windows and
queer twisted chimneys around which
the birds flew. It looked remote and
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aloof, set'in a beautiful old garden.

““Does anyone live there?”” I ques-
tioned.

““No one lives there now,” my aunt
replied. ‘‘Years ago it belonged to a
family named Connell, They had lived
there for generations until one day ‘a
great misfortune befell them. It was
during the Great War—they lost nearly
a'l they had and were forced to live in
fewer and fewer rooms with smaller fires
and fewer servants, putting away more
silver and selling things from time to
time. With their own hands they weeded
and dug the once beautiful garden, clip-
ping the great yew hedges and tidying
the long terraced borders. They held
onto the old place as long as they could
for they were proud of their lovely home
which was a symbol of themselves.
Eventually through force of circum-
stances they were forced to abandon it
altogether, and it has not been oceupied
since.”’

A glance at the house proved that
everything ahout it was neglected. Time
had deposited so much on those mellow
walls; for so many generations a deep
reservoir of life had flowed through its
walls but now it looked desolate and with-
drawn from any further parvticipation;
disassociating itself from the present
and the future.

For several days I quite forgot about
the discussion which had arisen about the
o'd house across the road. Then one
evening something happened:

I was sitting in a comfortable seat near
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the window in my aunt’s drawing room.
I was reading. I had an interesting
book and was absorbed in it.

From time to time I paused in my
reading and looked up, the curtains had
not been drawn and the melancholy light
was every moment fading. Twilight
would soon be creeping into the room
with quiet stealthy steps.

From my comfortable chair in the
shadows I could see the house across the
road. It had been a wonderful old place
I thought. As my eyes grew more ac-
customed to the failing daylight T could
see the various windows and I tried to
picture to myself the arrangement of
the different rooms. Strangely enough
my attention was drawn to the mys-
terious window Aunt Mary had dis-
cussed with the old ladies. The more I
looked the more certain I became that it
was a real window, one with glass
through which to see. Yes, it was ob-
vious, there was a room behind, I could
even see into it. How absurd for them
to say that it was not a window.

I turned again to my book and was
soon lost to the outside world. I read
on until it was too dark to discern the
print on the pages.

It was getting late. The corners of
the room were already pools of blackness.
A silvery moon was rising which sketched
a window on the floor,

Then I looked across the road again
at the old house the outline of which I
could barely distinguish. That mys-
terious window again. I was quite
startled—I saw a - light there. What
could it be? My aunt had said the place
was unoccupied !

I strained my eyes and stared and
stared. I saw dimly into a room. Faded
carpets lay on the floor, there was a large
writing desk, several big armchairs, and
the walls, apart from a few oil paint-
ings, were lined with books. On a far
wall was a lofty chimney piece of carved
stone. The effect of the room was ex-
tremely comfortable and even luxurious.

I looked more intently and made quite
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sure that T was not imagining things.
This was strange.

Next moment I saw the figure of some-
one seated at a desk. It seemed to be
writing or reading. After a little while
the figure got up and made towards the
window.

I was doing my best to make head or
tail of this puzzle when suddenly the
drawing room door opened and Aunt
Mary entered.

Finding the room in darkness she
turned on the electric light flooding the
room with light.

The sudden glare was so blinding that
for a moment I closed my eyes. I remem-
ber having a curious feeling of irritation
as though I had been interrupted.

‘“‘Hello!”’ she said. *‘ Will you join us
downstairs at a game of cards?’’

““Yes, of course, Aunt Mary, I’ll come
down in a few minutes.”’

‘When I looked again at the curious
window I saw nothing; the room and all
had vanished. I could only see the black
outline of the house.

A brilliant flood of sunlight pouring
into the room awakened me next day and
when I Iooked at the clock, I was sur-
prised to find the morning far advanced.

At breakfast I reflected upon the inci-
dents of the previous evening and de-
cided that the moment breakfast was
over I would wander round the old house.

I crossed the road and gained the
rusty iron railings on the far side. I
soon discovered - an opening and I was
quickly within the grounds.

Everywhere the grounds were over-
grown with weeds and in a state of thor-
ough neglect. Most of the ground-floor
windows were boarded up and through
those which were not the sun streamed in
emphasizing their emptiness.

I soon came to the little door and
looked up at the window above. To my
astonishment I discovered that it was
not a window at all. It had been bricked
up for some reason and pamted over
only to represent one. At close range
the courses of brickwork were quite clear
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