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ATTRACTIVE CHRISTMAS OFFER

The Christmas Season is approaching . . . the time for
the giving of gifts . .. the time when inferest turns to
the things of the spirit . . . and o good time to extend
the subscription list of The Rosicrucian Magazine.

DURING THIS SEASON

New Subscriptions Will Be Accepted
ON THE FOLLOWING

ADVANTAGEOUS TERMS

Send in ONE NEW SUBSCRIPTION to the Rosicrucian Maga-
zine and receive, free,

““The Mystical Interpretation of Christmas’ by Max Heindel.
OR
75 cents worth of pamphlets or astrological supplies.

R
Send in TWO NEW subscriptions and receive, free,
A year’s subscription, new or renewal, to The Rosicrucian Magazine.

Send in THREE NEW subseriptions and receive, free,
A year’s subscription, new or renewal, to The Rosicrucian Magazine,

. AND
““The Rosicrucian Mysteries’’ by Max Heindel.

If preferred, 75 cents will be allowed on each new subscription to
apply on the purchase of books and astrological supplies.

Subscription Price $2.00 per year for U. 8. and Canada;
$2.25 all other countries.

Tar ABove OFrErs ARE 1N Force UNTIL JANUARY 1, 1932,

Place the Rosicrucian Magazine in the hands of all
who may be interested.

The Rosicrucian Fellowship,
Mrt. EccLESIA,
OCEANSIDE, CALIFORNIA.
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Taking the Hurd'es

HALL we hurdle, or trip and fall?

that is the question. It is easy to
fall in hurdling, All that is necessary
is to cateh the foot against the gopmost
portion of the hurdle instead of clearing
it, and down we go! In track athleties
hurdling is a prominent feature. The
hurdles consist of a series of bars
mounted on supports at uniform dis-
tances apart. The hurdler runs a race
which in addition to the distance cov-
ered involves jumping over these hur-
dles. The steeple-chase is a similar event
in which the jockey rides a horse and
makes him take the hurdles which are
placed in his way.

The news of the day all over the world
brings to our attention the hurdles with
which humanity is confronted, the hur-

dles which they must take

NATIONAL if suceess is to crown the
HURDLES efforts of the race. Just
at present the hurdles

which seem to be looming up most men-
acingly in the path of the national hur-
dlers are those of unemployment, stock
market crashes, depression, bolshevism,
international suspicion and jealousy. In
the path of the individual there are like-
wise numeroug hurdles. Among these
are the making of a living, the getting of
an education, establishing oneself in
business, gaining the respect and good
will of the ecommunity, mastering one’s
own weaknesses.

Manchester Boddy, publisher and edi-
torial writer of the Los Angeles Daily
News, in a recent able editorial said:

‘““From reading the many pamphlets,
books, and letters that inevitably come
to an editor’s desk I am impressed with
the astounding amount of thought that
is devoted to ideas and plans for remov-

ing the hurdles from the path of life . . .
From the many vagaries and contradic-
tions woven into the drama of life we
should rescue this bit of truth:The pur-
pose of life is to pass through the expe-
rience of conquering hurdles! When we
understand this truth and develop our
thinking in harmony with it, we will
acquire courage and stamina sufficient
to carry us to the end of the journey.
Unfortunately, however, many indi-
viduals deny this truth and develop the
convietion that the greatest possible ser-
vice to humanity consists in removing
the hurdles themselves, in condemning
a scheme of life that employs barriers
and obstacles, and in exhorting mankind
to organize an improved plan wherein
the great god Ease will
reign supreme. So far
such efforts have failed.
For every hurdle that has
been removed countless new ones have
sprung up . . . Without hurdles life
would hold no interest. It would be de-
void of every quality that makes for
satisfaction. It would offer no ineen-
tive for progress, and would be much
like our present conception of death.’’
And Boddy is right. The hurdles we
shall always have with us. The great
god Ease is not the supreme deity to
which we should bow down, and worship.
A little leisure for recuperation is neces-
sary, but the serious business of life is to
go ahead in evolution, not to sit down,
survey our environment, indulge in day
dreams, and drift off into indolence.
Some may ask, How about our modern
science and all the labor-saving devices
which enable us to take our ease to a
much greater degree than our ancestors
did? Tt is true that modern science hag
saved us a great deal of common labor,
but that is only that we may engage in

THE GREAT
Gop Kase
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more profitable forms of exertion, that
we may devote our energies to new
things, and mastering new problems,

As to whether we succeed in clearing
the hurdles of life or not will depend
very largely upon our motives. Man-
chester Boddy says:

“If our motives are right, our actions
cannot be far wrong. Motives are pe-
culiarly our own . .. When things go
wrong, we should look to motives. The
best business in the world cannot endure
if its guiding spirit is tainted with un-
worthy desires. The failure says, ‘Well,
my motives are just as honorable and
just as straightforward as the other fel-
low’s, and see how he gets the breaks.’
Ah, yes, but no one knows what the other
fellow’s motives are. I heard a clerk
say, ‘If I ever get to be head of this
department, I’ll sure fix some of these
birds that I know. I’ll show them!’
Chances are this boy won’t get to be head
of the department . . . Many men look to
suecess in business as the first step to-
toward so-called ‘freedom,’” meaning un-

worthy divorce, and cut-

MOTIVE ting loose from relatives
A8 A and dependents. Usually
CRITERION  their success doesn’t last

long.”’

Character is the supreme thing be-
hind success, and character depends
upon one’s habitual thoughts and mo-
tives. Making one’s motives what they
should be constitutes one of the big
hurdles in life. You can’t fool the
universe; that is, you can’t fool the
great Law of Cause and Effect. The
clerk mentioned in the above quotation
probably didn’t know anything about
the importance of motives or the crea-
tive power of thought. He didn’t know
that promotion to the next place above
him depended to a large extent upon his
motives in his present position. He did
not know that a desire for revenge or a
desire for self-promotion at the expense
of others econstituted a motive that would
set into operation forees that would pre-

_J
vent him from realizing his desires.

A recent article in the Los Angeles
Herald by Elsie Robinson was entitled,
““Are You Safe From Yourself?”’ It in-
cluded the following:

““Yes, of course I am safe,’ you
say. ‘That is, I’'m as safe as the police
can make me. Accidents may happen
with all these gangsters about, but I pay
taxes for protection and I am supposed
to get it.” Yes, you pay for protection
against gangsters, but gangsters aren’t
the worst thing you have to fear. The
worst thing you have to fear is your-
self. Your own fear, your own hate
and frantic excitement, can do you more
harm than all the gangsters in America.
They’re more dangerous than sawed-off
shotguns or poison gas bombs. Are you
safe from them?”’

Here is another hurdle which every-
body must take—the hurdle of the mas-

tery of our own emotional

THE nature. The destructive
MENACE emotions of hate, fear, pas-
OF YOUR- sion, sensuality, vanity,
SELF and the like must all be

mastered to at least a con-
siderable degree if we are to clear this
hurdle. They can be controlled if we
will make the effort and know the neces-
sity for so doing. Making the effort re-
quires will power, and overcoming a
weak will, replacing it with a strong
one, is another hurdle that is placed
right beside the one of overcoming the
emotional nature. Will power is the
highest function of the Divine Spirit,
we are told by the occultist, whereas
love is the highest funection of the Life
Spirit. These two constitute the great
duality of evolution. With love we have
the motive which causes us to regard the
rights and welfare of others as equal
to our own, and with will power we have
the means by which we can direct the
energies inherent in our own vehicles or
bodies so as to proceed rapidly in our
evolution.
In the above article Elsie Robinson
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comments upon an earlier article in the
September Cosmopolitan by Henry Col-
lins Brown, entitled, ‘‘A Mind That
Found Itself.”” She says:
““Henry Collins Brown had for a time
a successful life of many interests and
varied action, but he did not have self-
control, His intense imagination seethed
with ideas and desires. His outer life
was filled with irritations, disappoint-
ments, and confusion. He could not
control his own reactions to these eir-
cumstances. His own fear and fury
ran amuck—fell upon him like a pack
of wild beasts—drove him headlong into
insanity for three dreadful years. It
isn’t just Henry Collins Brown’s story.
It may so easily be your story, or mine.
Once we thought that in-

ALERTNESS sanity ecame willy-nilly,
vs. MENTAL that it was something be-
BREAK- yond human control. Now -
DOWN we know that we can, and

tragically often do, wish
insanity on ourselves. ‘Mental break-
downs do not ecome over night,” writes
Mr. Brown. ‘There are months, even
years, of preparatory strain. Bit by
bit the barrier of self-control ecrum-
bles . . . In this strange adventure we
call life it is mecessary to be alert at all
times,” says Brown. Alert against what?
Against the menace of yourself.”’

The gaining of mental alertness and
positive thought when one is naturally
indclent is a hurdle which countless
numbers have to take and cover which
countless numbers trip and fall. They
don’t like to subject themselves to the
rigors of concentration. It is so much
easier and more pleasant to let the
mind drift on pleasurable things
rather than hold it to a point as re-
quired in study or work. Positive thought
requires effort. Negative thought, as
its name implies, is negative and does
net require effort. But it does not bring
the: rewards. which .positive thought
brings. Moreover, it weakens the aura
against the onslaught of the forces of

darkness, the forces which are opposed
to evolution.

Then there will be that last great
hurdle to take in this incarnation, namely
death. Many try to balk when coming
to this hurdle, as a horse may balk when
it is urged by its rider to jump a bar-
rier of too great a height. Nevertheless
this is a hurdle which all men must
eventually take whether they wish to or
not, and then they find that after all it
was not such a terrible thing. It merely
barred the way to a fuller existence, a
new life of infinitely greater possibilities,
followed in due time by rebirth on earth
again with a new set of mundane hurdles
to take.

Now in view of all this shall we remain
devotees of the great god Rase, or shall
we manfully take the hurdles, clearing
those which we can and picking our-
selves up if perchance we trip over one
occasionally, going on to the next, and
thus insuring our reaching the end of
the race successfully rather than drop-
ping by the wayside and, confessing our-
selves failures? As Manchester Boddy
says, removing the hurdles from life is
not the main objeet. The main object is
to develop the power which sucecessfully
taking the hurdles will confer. There-

fore instead of bewailing

DON’T the fact that we have hard
BEWAIL problems and difficult sit-
HARD uations forced upon us
PROBLEMS that compel us to exert

ourselves to the limit, let
us be thankful that we have these won-
derful opportunities of evolving our la-
tent powers. If we can get this view
of the matter, then the depression and
the blues which in the past may have
afflicted us when things went wrong,
when we tripped over the hurdles, will
gradually be superseded by confidence
in the inherent powers of the Spirit to
conquer all things and to emerge into
the broader horizons and the greater
satisfactions of supermen and super-
women.
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The Mustic Light

The Rosicrucian Fellowship

The Rosicrucian Fellowship is a movement for the dissemination of a definite, logical,
and sequential teaching concerning the origin, evolution, and future development of the
world and man, showing both the spiritual and scientific aspects. The Rosicrucian
Philosophy gives a reasonable solution to all mysteries of life. It is entirely Christian,
but presents the Christian teachings from a new viewpoint, giving new explanations of
the truth which creeds may have obscured.

Breatness

Fericia B. CLEM

To know, yet not announce that knowing;

To let another think he fully knows

And sun his smaller knowledge into
growing,

Believing he can greater truth disclose;

To let him tell you what you well have
known,

(If he be honest) and to say no word

To mar the pleasure he has frankly
shown

In telling what you long before have
heard— ;

O Intellect! Your grandest heights you
reach.

When you can hide your light as well as
burn;

‘When you, whose special province is to
teach,

Will sometimes teach by what you seem
to learn!

Training Children

By Max HEINDEL

~ (From ““Rays’’ of April, 1918)
STUDENT asks: ‘““‘In training
children it is advised that par-

A ents get an astrological reading
of - the child’s potentialities so as to
inhibit  detrimental tendencies and
strengthen the beneficent. Does this
pay? Is it not necessary and ultimately
beneficial for the child to pass through

the “so-called -adverse moods and expe-
rtiences? Will not the spiritual nature

be stronger when they are overcome? Is
not acquired virtue better than inno-
cence or purity through evasion?”’

No, we do not advise parents to get
an astrological reading for their chil-
dren. We advise them to study astrol-
ogy for themselves so as to be able to
read and know their childrens’ hor-
oscopes. We do this because although
strange astrslogers, professional or oth-
erwise, may be much more competent
te read the childrens’ horoscopes than
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the parents, they lack the keen vital in-
terest and the sympathy which will in-
tuitively guide the parent to a much
better understanding of what is con-
tained in that little figure than ever an
outsider can. And the parents will have
a much keener appreciation of what is
shown in the child’s horoscope when he
has to dig it out for himself and sees it
there in symbolic form than if it is sim-
ply put down for him ready to read on
a typewritten page. He or she will then
be much better fitted and qualified by a
deeper insight to help the child foster
the good tendencies and avoid the pit-
falls shown by the bad.

Now our correspondent; asks, does this
pay? Is the child not going to be much
better off by just simply wading
through the mire and blundering along
than by avoiding the pitfalls that are
shown? Surely not. What would we
think of a captain of a ship who set out
on a voyage without either chart or com-
pass because he thought it would be far
better to learn by experience than to
avoid the rocks and shoals already
charted by others? We would call him
a foolhardy man, and we would be sur-
prised if he did not put his ship on the
rocks and smash it to pieces. If every-
one refused to profit by the experience
of others as contained in books and the
general knowledge now available in the
world, how limited would be the progress
of each, and all the world would be com-
mitting the same blunders over and over
again,

We find the same thing in our colleges
as compared with the manually trained
mechanic. The boy who goes into a shop
and learns only by practice what work
is done there may become fairly pro-
ficient in his trade during the time an-
other spends in a technical school, but
once the technological student has grad-
unated and enters the shop he not only
quickly catches up with the man who has
learned only by experience but he soon
passes him and goes to the top. Such is
the value of universal experience in all
parts and departments of life, that by
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adding the practical experience of others
contained in books and taught in schools
to our own experience, we acquire a vast
amount of knowledge that could not be
obtained in any other way.

It is the same in the school of life with
respect to ethics and morals. If some-
one who is interested in us, knows just
at what point we fall short, and is able
to supply the needed training or en-
courage us to train eurselves in that
particular branch of morals and ethies,
or is ready to help and restrain us when
we would rush headlong into a pit, then
we are acquiring the same faculties and
qualities in a different way than would
be the case if left to our own devices and
forced to learn by experience. Thus we
shall be able to advanece upon the path
of evolution much better than if we had
to learn through our own sin and suffer-
ing. If we see in the horoscope of a
little child a tendency toward drunken-
ness and we take it during its years of
childhood when the nature is sympa-
thetic and sensitive to places where
others are making beasts of themselves,
to homes where children are being beaten
by a drunken father, or to any other
place where an object lesson that will
appeal to the sympathies of the child
may be found, chances are that we may
instill in such a little one a horror for
drink that will last throughout life and
keep it on the straight path as far as
that vice is concerned. Then the child
has learned the lesson equally as well by
the sorrows of others as if it had to go
through the mire itself, and the objest
has been attained.

But besides this, the parent or guard-
ian who has done the child such a won-
derful service will have laid up for him-
self a treasure in heaven that is precious
beyond all that words can express. There-
fore we shall continue to urge parents
and guardians to study the scienee of
Astrology and apply it in the training
of children. By our simplified system it
is easy to do the mathematical part, and
the reading is not difficult when love
points the way. '
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The Whee!l of Rebirvth

RoNA ErizaBeTH WORKMAN

. (This article was awarded Fifth Prize
m our recent Competition.—EDITOR.)

4 B SWUNG wearily back and forth
4 with the pull of the oar. His
hands, cracked to the bone with
the salt spume of the sea, gripped the
oaken handle, but exerted no effort to
pull. Back and forth, back and forth;
then he raised his head sluggishly. His
companion, chained like himself to the
oar bench, had nudged him in the side.

‘“‘Hist ye, Aulus, the overseer cometh.
Dost want another taste of his lagsh?”’
Now they could hear the slave driver’s
stumbling approach along the runway
between the rows of galley slaves. Pres-
ently he reached the half-aroused Aulus
who was striving to pull his share in the
steady dip and strain of the mighty oar.

For a moment the burly, brutish-look-
ing fellow swayed to the roll of the gal-
ley, clutching the rope which ran above
his head, and peering through the gloom
into the pain-whitened, hopeless face of
the galley slave; then an ugly, sneering
grin spread his lips.

‘““Ho, slave, art shirking again?
Dids’t not have enough of the lash yes-
terday that ye must ask for more to-
day?”’

Giving his heavy thong a practiced
flip he brought it down across the bowed
shoulders. A flisker of pain crossed the
man’s white face and beads of sweat
stood out across his brow, but he swung
steadily. back and forth. Again the
overseer coiled his lash to strike when a
sudden uproar from the other end of the
row of slaves caused him to hurry in that
direction whence soon came the sound
of his imprecations and the impact of
leather upon naked flesh.

‘“‘By Neptune,’’ muttered Aulus’ eom-
panion, ‘‘all kindness is not dead in
those slaves. It will mean the lash for
them now, but it will take his attention
from thee for a little time.’’

Thought for others was a rare thing
to find on that darkened deck, where
the only brightness was the bit of sun-
light which managed to find its way
through the oar holes. On this lowest
deck of the galley they forced only the
most hardened slaves to serve, or such
as were unfortunate enough to gain the
ill will of those in authority, for mad-
ness or death came quickly here.

Now at his oar-mate’s words, Aulus
turned sunken eyes in his direction.
““T’were better, Liydon, to let him slay
me today and spare their backs. Is life
so sweet in this place that we need try
to save it%”’

Lydon shrugged his huge shoulders
and muttered, ‘“’Tis strange how we
struggle for life. 'We have nothing to
hope for here, yet we eat their rotten,
wormy bread and drink their sour wine,
filthy with the taste of the leathern bot-
tles, that we may die tomorrow perhaps
instead of today.”’

Aulus seemed only half heeding the
low muttered words as his eyes followed
the glinting dots of sunlight shifting
about with the swing of the oar.

‘“Methinks T am soon to be mad.”” He
spoke in the half whisper, half murmur,
which they had learned would not reach
the overseer’s keen ears. ‘‘Lately I have
been dreaming strange dreams. I seemed
to be in another land—great trees and
ferns and monsters, the like of which I
never saw even in the arena when
Caesar had the world combed for strange
beasts. 1 saw two huge men fighting—
more like beasts they were, save that
they fought with clubs and their great
hands. I knew, but how I knew I can-
not say, that one was myself and the
other was Gulo, our overseer, and we
fought over the torn carcass of a beast
which I had slam and he was trymg to
steal from me.”’ .

His companion pressed his elbow
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against’ him “in silent warning as the
overseer lurched by, muttering savagely,
but apparently forgetting his first in-
tentions toward Aulus—or perhaps his
whip hand was weary.

As he passed into the gloom of the
other end of the deck where he kept a
bench on which to rest from his labors,
Lydon whispered, ‘‘Speak further,
Avulus. Dids’t glut thyself in his blood 2"’

An odd, savage smile twisted his com-
panion’s thin patrician lips before he
began again. ‘‘Aye, t’was a great fight,
Liydon, and t’would have brought forth
¢heers even from Caesar. They roared
and struck mighty blows with their
clubs, and at last in their fury cast their
bludgeons aside and clawed and tore
with hands and teeth, and all the time it
seemed to be myself who fought, yet I
was an onlocker also.”’ ‘

~“Pell me,”” whispered Lydon, the
light of a savage joy in his eyes, ‘‘dids’t
tear him limb from limb? Dids’t rip
his throat apart and trample upon him?
Gods, if I were but free from these
chains for only a moment,’” and for the
thousandth time he began tearing at his
fetters in sullen frenzy, while Aulus
struggled to keep the even pull of the
oar until the fury should wear itself out.
At last, panting and dripping with the
sweat of unavailing rage, Liydon drooped
his great shoulders and gripping the
handle, rough as sharkskin with the dried
salt spray, swung again into the steady
reach and strain.

After a time he muttered, ‘‘Rest thee
a bit, Aulus. The fit has passed again.
Tell me more. Mayhap, I too can
dream.”’ . ‘

“T saw but little more,”” answered
the other slowly, ‘‘only that blood
soaked the ground from their torn flesh,
their rears grew fainter, but still they
struggled on. At last he who in my
dream was Gulo fell upon the ground, a
torn and bloody thing, while he who was
myself watched him with dripping jaws
and bloody hands yet tensed to tear,
until he saw that life was gone; then
grasping the flesh over which they . had
fought he, who still seemed myself,
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turned and shambled #way into the for-
est, where methinks he died of his
wounds.”’ : :

As he spoke his voice had grown lower
and lower and at the end his head sagged
downward against the oar handle, upon
which he swung to and fro.

Frantically, by whisper and touch,
Lydon strove to rouse him, for now he
heard the overseer approaching, but his
efforts were futile. In the half-dark-
ness the slave driver stood looking down
upon them, the lurch of the galley caus-
ing him to balance and swing like some
unclean bird of destruction.

““‘Dost sleep again, slave? Then wake,
or sleep forever,”” and his lash began its
whistling descent. Again and again he
struck but the beaten man made no move
to rise. At last, cautiously as though
fearing a trick, the. overseer dragged
him back and peered into his face, then
flung him roughly down, where the pull
of the oar dragged him back and.forth
by his wrist chains. For a moment Gulo
curse< savagely, then going to the stéps
which led to the deck above he bellowed
a request for help.

Presently a man appeared in the
dimly lighted opening and stooping came
down the steps. Like one who knew why
he had been called he followed the other,
who began unlocking the chains from the
wrists and waist of the now useless slave,

““Gods, but thy slaves die quickly in
this stinking hole of thine, Gulo. This
is the fourth I have helped thee drag out
in the last seven days. Methinks thou
art wasting good material.”” :

“Puny stuff,”” grunted Gulo. ¢‘This
fool had too gentle bloocd in his veins—
a political prisoner, dost remember?
Thou knowest they die easily.”’

‘“Aye, that they do,”” agreed the
other, ‘‘but they are rebellious dogs, al-
ways seeking to stir up strife. That is
why so many come to thy filthy deck.”’
He laughed ecoarsely, as pulling and
grunting the two men dragged the one
of ““‘too gentle bleod’’ .along the walk-
way and up the stairs to the second
deck, then up yet another flight of
rough steps to the top deck and into the
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full blaze of the sunshine. Both men
blinked in the burning light after their
hours of being in the semidarkness; but
the hot glare seemed to bring back a faint
life to the slave. He opened his eyes for
a moment and hungrily drew a few
breaths of clean air into his lungs.

“By the gods, Gulo,”” exclaimed the

seeond overseer, ‘‘thy slave is not dead.
Mayhap a little rest and he can still
pull an. oar,”’” and he stooped over and
felt of the faintly beating heart.
- Gulo looked furtively about him, but
seeing they were unobserved, since dying
galley slaves were of little interest, mut-
tered harshly, ‘‘Nay, t’were cheaper to
feed him to the beasts of Neptune. I
care not to fuss with sickly slaves,’’” and
with a mighty effort he dragged the
limp body to the galley’s rail and flung
it over, It sank for a moment, then rose
and turning in the wash of the boat, its
dying eyes fixed themselves upon him for
a long, hate-filled moment before the
waves closed over it forever.

‘‘Qods, Gulo,”” whispered his - eom-
panion, ‘I am glad ’tis not me for whom
he waits in Hades. Death itself can not
wipe out a hate like that,’’ and the man
furtively made a sign of protection
against the evil eye.

Gulo laughed loudly and swaggered
boldly back to his charges below, but in
the darkness of that fetid place his
bravado seemed to vanish, for he
erouched on his bench peering into the
dimness while he drank cup after cup of
wine from his leather bottle, as if to dull
the sight of something he saw or feared
to see.

* * * * *

John Barton sat at his desk in the
quiet inner office. Beyond its walls the
clang of elevators, the hurrying steps of
busy people, the rattle and click of
typewriters, all united in one wave of
sound ; but here was silence save for the
dull roar of the city street far below,
and the rustle of papers as he glanced
through the sheaf of plans and specifica-
tions which his secretary had laid upon
his desk.
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Presently he leaned back in his great
chair and gazed dreamily before him:
The papers beneath his hand meant an-
other ship soon to be ready. He thought
lovingly of those he now owned, each one
moving swiftly along its charted route,
and all returning laden with the mer-
chandise of many lands. Wonderful
ships they were, always clean—no dark,
dirty boats for his sailors! His captains
often laughed at him for being so par-
ticular about the boats and the food and
quarters for the men, but it was almost
an obsession with him. He had a terror
of darkness, of eramped quarters, and
fetid smells.

There came a gentle knock at the door
and his secretary entered bearing a
package. ‘‘This just came, Mr. Barton,
and as it is from Mr. Temple I thought
you would like to see it at once.”’

John Barton’s eyes lit with anticipa-
tion, and he took the rather heavy pack-
age, eagerly.

‘““Wonder what Temple has unearthed

this time,”’” he commented as he tore the
wrappings loose. ‘‘Last time it was a
painted urn filled with the ashes of some
chap of an ancient day. Gave me the
ereeps every time I looked at it. Didn’t
know but what the old fellow might ob-
ject to having his remains handled by
strangers.”’
- As he spoke he removed the last heavy
covering and exposed an ancient shackle
in the shape of two bands of iron econ-
nected by a short piece of rusty time-
corroded chain. In one of the bands
was a heavy piece of wood, now petrified
by time, but still indubitably the broken
handle of an oar. Barton sat staring
with intent gaze at the rusty thing, then
reached out and picked up the empty
band and turned it slowly in his hands.
Fastened to it was a small piece of card-
board upon which he read in Temple’s
sprawling handwriting the brief nota-
tion, ‘‘Evidently a galley slave’s shackle
and piece of oar to which he was
chained.”’

Quietly John Barton glanced up at
the waiting, interested girl, and smiled,
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‘“Quite a find, evidently. Some poor
devil wore this, I suppose. You may
go now if you wish, Miss Lewis, as I
shall not need you again this afternoon.’’

As the door closed behind her, the
man dropped the rusty links upon his
desk with a little shudder. Odd how
the beastly thing affected him. It gave
him a sick feeling of fear and repulsion,
yet at the same time fascinated him.
Reaching out again he picked up the
bracelet part and twisted it about until
he found the keyhole. Where was the
key? Had the poor devil died in some
wreck, still chained to his oar until time
had released his wrist from its fetter?

Gods, he knew this wristband-——the
way those links of chain were twisted
together was somehow strangely fa-
miliar, and that broken bit of oar
handle—. He leaned closer in the gath-
ering dusk. Surely there was a letter
cut deeply into the hard wood—it must
still be there—he had cut it deeply that
day they had been at anchor and Gulo
had left him chained up because he had
laughed at him when he stumbled and
fell down the steps. Here John Barton
shrank back into his chair, dropping
the shackle with a clatter. What was
the matter with him? Was he going
crazy? Thinking this was his shackle
and that he had been a galley slave; and
yet it had seemed so for a moment.
Slowly he reached out for the piece of
oar, now hard as iron with the passing
of centuries. What if that letter were
scratched on it—he knew how it should
look—a ecrooked A—crooked because it
had been hard to cut straight with the
edge of his iron wristband. Half fear-
fully, slowly, he turned the piece of oar
handle over. Yes, there it was, almost
obliterated by the rubbing of other
hands, the hands of other poor devils
straining at this oar after he had hung
slack in his chains.

Slowly he traced the rude marking
with his finger. What a strange feeling
was stealing over him. He seemed to
hear the creak of heavy oars, the gurgle
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of water swirled by the huge oar blades,
and now before him he could see the
bared, lash-scarred backs of laboring
galley slaves. Fascinated, fearful, he
sat motionless, the slave shackle elasped
tightly in his hands as he watched the
strange scene unroll before him.

Poor wretches, how wearily they
pulled at the heavy oars; in the half-
darkness he could see their faces only
as faint blurs of hopeless misery, This-
one close before him had plainly reached
the end of his endurance for he had
fallen forward upon his oar handle and
failed to respond to his oarmate’s anx-
ious attempts to arouse him. Even the
lash of the overseer, which was now be-
ing freely applied, could not break
through his stupor. Tense, with a strange
anger, John Barton watched the careless
removal of the shackles—shackles with
their links oddly twisted like the one
in his hands. Suddenly he leaned closer
and with a fierce scrutiny looked at the
oar handle, which bore, rudely cut as if
with the edge of a fetter-bracelet, the
letter A. Then he looked at the up-
turned face of the dying galley slave.
Even in this dim light the resemblance
gave him a sickening shock. Under the
pale mask of death he saw what seemed
to be his own face; the same thin,
patrician type of countenance, the
strongly-beaked Roman nose, the firm
sensitive lips. What did it mean, he
wondered, as he watched the two over-
seers drag the body up the galley stairs
and into the sunlight of the upper deck.
With their going the scene shifted and
now disclosed the waters of a sunlit sea
upon which rode a dozen stately galleys,
their oar blades flashing in the hot sun-
light. Only for a moment did he glance
at them, then his attention was drawn
to the two overseers stooping over the
slave, who was showing faint signs of
life. Ye gods! Were they going to
throw him over alive?

For a moment an overpowering rush
of hatred filled John Barton’s mind. He
seemed to be one with the dying galley
slave, whose face was even as his own.
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A sickening, futile fury seized him and
the sneering, brutal face of the overseer
seemed to stamp itself into his heart. As
the body of the slave was flung into the
sea the vision faded slowly. Once he
thought he saw a form rise in the back
wash of the boat, but he could not be
sure and as the last sparkle of sunlight
on blue water faded, he looked down at
the glave fetter which he still held
clutched in his hands.

- Slowly, earefully, he laid the piece of
oar and the heavy iron bracelet on the
table. What had he seen? Was this,
could it have been, a glimpse through
the enshrouding veils of time, and was
there some reason why he had looked
upon the face of his long-ago self, and
upon the face of the one who had slain
him in that past life?

Thoughtfully he opened a drawer and
put the ancient fetter within, then
pushed his chair back, and taking hat
and overcoat passed through the now
partly deserted outer offices.

"It was a chill drizzle, part rain and
part snow, which met him as he reached
the street. He shrugged his collar
closer about hig throat as he moved to-
ward his big closed ear, which was wait-
ing for him. Good old Jenkins, he al-
ways had the ear waiting for him. As
he started to cross the partly deserted
sidewalk, a shuffling figure suddenly
barred his way and a low voiece mumbled
something about being hungry. John
Barton smiled and reached a ready hand
into his pocket, This was no night to be
homeless and hungry. As he held out the
crumpled bill to the waiting hand, he
stopped, staring into the face of the
beggar—stared with eyes that dilated
slowly. What trick was this? Was he
seeing visions again? Angrily he reached
out and grasped the man’s arm, or
rather an empty sleeve, for the man’s
right arm was off at the shoulder.

“Who are you?”’ asked Barton
hoarsely.

The man shrank back, eyeing the
white intent face before him with eyes
in which there slowly gathered a strange

TaE ROSICRUCIAN MAGAZINE

look of fear—the fear of something . in-
tangible. :

“I'm just a poor man, boss,”’ he
mumbled. “‘I lost my arm in a big
cave-in in a mine, and it’s hard to find
work if you’ve only got one arm.”’

For a long moment John Barton gazed
Into the man’s face, tracing under the
lines cut by hunger and sickness and
poverty the features of the overseer who
had laughed as he threw a dying galley
slave into the sea. It was Gulo, the over-
seer. Strange how even the name came
back to him now. Gulo—yes it was he.
Almost he could feel the cut of the over-
seer’s lash upon his shoulders.

Suddenly the sullen rage he had felt
in common with his dying slave-self
swept over him. What if the man had
suffered in this life? What if he had
known the hunger and thirst, the dark-
ness, the weariness, which his slaves had
known under his lash in that old life?
‘What if these things had wiped some of
the brute from his nature; was that
enough? No! Never! He should still
suffer, still starve. The desire to shove
him into the gutter, to trample upon
him, to watch him starve, and while he
died of hunger to laugh at his agony,
almost overpowered Barton. For a long
moment, a time that seemed almost an
eternity, this mad rage surged within
him, while the beggar watched him with
sunken, hungry eyes, in which there was
a puzzled look as of one who is striving
to remember a forgotten face, Then
Barton’s face cleared slowly, his eyes
lost their ugly glare of hatred, and he
stretched out his hand again, with an
odd little smile twisting his lips.

““Come on home with me, and I’ll' see
if T can’t help you straighten things out
a bit. Hope you won’t mind my call-
ing you Gulo occasionally. You see
that’s the name of an old acquaintance
of mine,”” and opening the door of the
car he helped the man to enter and sat
beside him, a smile of understanding
upon his lips and in his eyes the look of
one who realizes that he has made one
step farther along the Path,
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B AN IN his essence is one—he is
| Spirit. In manifestation he is
¥ twofold in nature; that is, he is
a Spirit dwelling within a body. By an-
other division he is threefold in nature—
the Spirit and body united by the link
of mind.

There is yet another division by which
he is of a sevenfold nature. This com-
prises a threefold spirit, created in the
image of the triune God, using a three-
fold body, which is its lowest reflection
and externalization on this plane of
manifestation, and these two threefold
aspects united by mind.

Shall we go a step further? Then let
us refer to man’s tenfold constitution,
namely, the threefold spirit working in
a threefold body, by which is generated
a threefold soul, the soul being the es-
sence of the experience gathered by the
Spirit in the body, and which essence in
turn becomes that on which the Spirit
nourishes itself from impotence to omni-
potence. These three triune vehicles be-
ing all coordinated by mind make up
the tenfold nature.

During this talk we shall limit our
considerations almost entirely to the
threefold body, together with a few pass-
ing references about the mind, which
constitutes our fourth principle.

The three bodies are: first, the phys-
ical, second, the vital, and third, the de-
sire body. The physical is compesed of
the chemical substance of the physical
world. The vital body is composed of
the ethers, also belonging to the physical
world though consisting of substance so
subtle as to be invisible to ordinary sight.
This vital body is sometimes spoken of
as the etheric double. -The. desire body,
which constitutes the third vehicle, is
composed of desire or astral substance.

. Liet us now consider each of these sep-
arately, First; the physical body. : Our
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body being the living temple of the Holy
Spirit merits more attention than we
are wont to give it. ‘‘There is but one
temple in the Universe,’’ writes Carlyle,
‘“and it is the body of man. Nothing
holier than that high form, We are the
miracle of m1racles—the great mscrut-
able mystery

It is not to our 1mmed1ate purpose to
deal with this in detail, This only in
passing. The forms in all the four king-
doms are composed of the same identical
chemical elements. In that respect they
are all alike. But, in other respects they
differ widely, the forms adapting them-
selves to the needs of the Spirit whose
ends it is intended to serve. In man that
spirit is indwelling; in the other king-
doms it is not. This is sufficient to
necessitate a marked difference in the
human form as compared with the ani-
mal, plant, or mineral forms.

Edward Whipple in his book entitled
‘“The Romance of Revelation through
Natural History’’ writes this of the hu-
man form: ‘“Man is the only species that
stands erect with cerebrum poised at
right angles to the spine. The only
species that utilizes two limbs for the
function of locomotion, for the exclusive
service of the mind and brain. The only
species whose length of the extended
arms is just equal to the height of the
body, the only species in which the seg-
ments of the spine are the measure of
the angle of the cube.’

The upright posture, with the spine
vertical, coordinates man to the spiritual
currents that flow into him from above.
“God gave man an upright counten-
ance,”” says Ovid, ‘‘to survey the heav-
ens and to look upward to the stars.””

Man has thirty-one spinal nerves cor-
relating him to the solar month: The
animals -have not a vertical but a hori.
zontal -spine and twenty-eight  spinal
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mnerves correlating them to the lunar
month. This makes them more recep-
tive to the inoon currents that encircle
the earth and through which the direct-
ing Group Spirits guide their charges.
The plant is upright like man but with
an important difference. The plant
draws its substance through its roots
from earth currents below—man takes his
food through the head. As explained in
““‘The Rosicrucian Cosmo-Coneeption’’
by Max Heindel, ‘““man is the inverted
plant. The plant takes its food through
the root. Man takes his food through
the head. The plant stretches its gen-
erative organs toward the sun. Man, the
inverted plant, turns his toward the cen-
ter of the earth. The plant is sustained
by the spiritual eurrents of the Group
Spirit in the center of the earth, which
enter into it by way of the root. The
highest spiritual influence ecomes to
man from the sun, which sends its rays
through man, the inverted plant, from
the head downward. The plant inhales
the poisonous carbon-dioxide exhaled by
man and exhales the life-giving oxygen
used by him,”’

The animal is between the plant and
the man, as we have already observed.
In the animal the spine is in a horizontal
position relating it primarily to other
currents. No animal can be made to re-
main eonstantly upright, because in that
case the currents of the ‘Group Spirit
could not guide it, and if it were not
sufficiently individualized to endure the
spiritual currents which enter the ver-
tical human spine, it would die. It is
necessary that a vehicle for the expres-
sion of an individual Ego shall have
three things—an upright walk, that it
may come into touch with the currents
just mentioned; an upright larynx, for
only-such a larynx is capable of speech;
arid owing to the solar currents, it must
have warm blood. Thé more advanced
animals all possess the latter.

- The hands are also to be observed as a
distinctively human feature. To be sure,
the ‘anthropoids have hands but biolog-
ically théy belong to the human king-
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dom, not the animal. They are the lag-
gards of the race, its degenerated forms.
As such the hands, like the form, are
underdeveloped.

The hands are, in one sense, an exten-
sion of the mind. They represent the
Spirit reaching out into matter. They
register thought and character to a de-
gree equalled only by that of the face.
Their individuality is no less marked.
They constitute an index to a man’s
mind and have been called a table of
contents and an encyclopedia of the self.
The great artist Leonardo da Vinei said
that he could observe more congenital
traits of character from the hands than
he could from the face. And who will
question the truth of such an observa-
tion after seeing the hands of his ‘“‘Mona
Lisa’’ for instance?

The action of the thumb is moreover
pecular to man only. It may also be
noted in passing that the thumb is one
of the marked differences between an-
thropos and anthropoid. It works with
the four fingers even as man works with
the four elements.

‘We need not go beyond a study of the
physical body to realize with the Psalm-
ist that we are fearfully and wonder-
fully made. ‘‘No man has ever yet been
half devout enough,’” sings Walt Whit-
man. ‘‘None has ever yet adored or
worshiped half enough, none has yet be-
gun to think how divine he himself is.”’

We come now to man’s second ve-
hicle, the vital or etheric body. This
interpenetrates the physical body and
extends about one and one-half to two
inches beyond. It is more extended in
highly developed people. It is luminous
and in color similar to a new-blown
peach blossom. It presents the appear-
ance of innumerable points or prisms.
They are magnetie radiations.

In form this vital body is an exact
counterpart of the physical except that
it is of opposite polarity. It constitutes
the magnetic mold into which the phys-
ical body is built. Its lines of foree may
be ‘compared to those along which erys.
tals are formed in freezing water,



Tae Mystic Loeat

In the male the physical body is posi-
tive, -the vital body negative. In the fe-
male the physical body is negative and
the vital body is positive. Since the vital
body is the avenue of the forces of
growth, and as this is positive in women,
it is to be expected that growth would
be more rapid in women than in men.
And so it is. The same fact also accounts
for woman’s more prolific growth of
hair, her greater blood heat (in woman
it averages 98.8, in man 98.6) which in
turn makes woman more emotional than
man. She gives way easier to tears
than does man, and in this is provided
a safety valve, for tears have been de-
seribed as white bleeding. Man has in
reality as strong emotions as women, but
because of his lower blood heat, he can
more easily control them.

The vital body continues to be the
builder and restorer of the physical
body all through life. Most diseases
have their origin in this and the next
subtler interpenetrating vehicle, the de-
sire body, of which we will speak later.
Hence the value of suggestive and other
nonmaterial aids in all healing. The
prismatic etherie atoms of the vital body
penetrate the hollow dense atoms there-
by raising the vibratory rate of the lat-
ter. Evidence of this is found in the
tingling sensation felt when the inert
atoms are reawakened on the reentry of
the vital counterpart of a limb after it
has been asleep.

In the case of hypnosis, the vital body
is driven out of the head and may be
seen clairvoyantly hanging like a collar
around the victim’s neck. When it re-
enters the head there is no such tingling
sensation because in this instance the per-
former has projected isto the subject’s
head a vital force of his own, replacing
that which he has expelled. It is by this
process that he gains control over his
subject’s mind and body.

Other instances of the vital body’s
partial separation from the physical in-
clude the condition when drowning,
freezing, or falling from a height. It is
the force of this body that is drawn
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upon in a materializing medium. Clair-
voyants can see the foree oozing out from
the body. There are also well autheni-
cated photographs showing this con-
dition. .And please note carefully that
while the vital body is invisible to or-
dinary physical sight, it is nevertheless
physical. Physical sight, if raised to a
higher octave, which we may speak of
as etheric sight, is capable therefore of
seeing the etheric body. So also a photo-
graphic plate if sufficiently sensitive may
register an etheric form. Such photo-
graphs are easily accessible to the in-
terested investigator. The Psychical

‘Research Societies have extensive collec-

tions.

Ordinarily this vital body remains
with the dense body throughout life.
Initiates are exceptions. They are able
to effect a separation at will. In most
people the two bodies are quite firmly
interlocked. This is especially the case
among  those who have hardened the
vital body by materialistic thought and
base desire. As a result of this firm
tie with the earth element, such indi-
viduals find themselves in an earthbound
condition after death.

The vital and physical bodies are
loosely connécted in primitive pedples,
in children, and in mediums. In these
instances, it is a negative condition that
must be outgrown until a closer and
firmer tie is established between the
two. From this point on, the line of
development leads to an unloosing of

-this tie, which will henceforth manifest

not as a negative condition but as a posi-
tive faculty under the full control of
the will.

In animals the vital body is still less
closely linked to the physical than in
the primitive peoples. The two bodies
are not yet concentric. It is this fact
that accounts for animals having a
greater degree of clairvoyance than that
possessed by the average man, This
faet also accounts for the more marked

-psyehism among the underdeveloped

races, children, and negative mediums, -
The vital body draws its. vitali_zing
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forces from the sun and these it trans-

mits to the physical body, thereby gal-

vanizing it into action. The surplus
energy is radiated out from the body in
currents of foree, which, like an exhaust
fan, expel the body poisons and prevent
disease germs from entering. In ill
health or exhaustion, these wvital rays
grow weak and droop. They are less
vigorous after a meal when much of the
vital foree is required for digestion.
The health aura being less positive at
such hours renders the person more
liable to cold or contagion than at other
times.

As already stated, the vital body is
subject te disease and injury. Drugs
and. oplates affect it seriously. Paral-
ysis. is due to a diseased condition of
the vital body, whereby it is unable to
transmlt to the affected physical parts
the vitalizing force that enables them to
function. The condition is similar to an
electric heater, perfect in all particu-
lars, except that the connection with the
power plant supplying the heat has been
cut off.

‘Water has an affinity for ether, hence
the exhaustion experienced e%pemally by
those not robust after excessive bathing.
Remembering now that the vital body is
the stronger in women, we can realize
woman’s advantage over man in swim-
ming contests, a fact borne out by expe-
rience.

The chief means for creating the
health and vigor of the vital body is
sleep. An equable temper conserves its
energies. Natural foods, especially those
rich in vitamins, the sun-kissed fruit,
and the leafy vegetables nourish and
strengthen it. The less food is prepared
by artificial processes, the greater is its
vitalizing value.

' Sunhoht and direct contact with the
earth currents reinforce the strength of
the v1ta1 body The earth’s magnetism
enters the body through the 'soles of the
feet. . ThlS is largely cut, off -when wear-
inig silk which acts as an insulator to the
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eérth forces. In cases of physical weak-

mness, or exhaustion;, warm milk direct

from the cow is recommended as this is
rich in specialized animal ether.

Sinee this vital body is composed of
ethers, and since these ethers, though in-
visible, belong to the physical world, it
follows that it is within the field of aca-
demic science to study it by physical
means, if these be but sufficiently sensi-
tive. Observe, this does not hold true
of the superphysical substances. Such
can by their very nature be cognized
only by superphysical instruments, and
are therefore not within the scope of the
investigators of academic physical sci-
ence. To investigate superphysical phe-
nomena it is necessary to utilize facul-
ties of a corresponding superphysmal
nature. Such faculties are ut1hzed by
the oceult scientist, faculties latent in all-
but developed as yet in only a few.

To return to the ethers. Ethers have
weight. Vital bodies have weight. At
the moment of death this vital body
escapes. This results in a slight diminu-
tion in the weight of the physical body
as has been demonstrated by careful
experiments, One such experiment was
conducted by a Dr. Duncan MeDougall
of Haverhill, Massachusetts. His find-
ings were published in the American
Medical Journal. In various test cases,
Dr. McDougall found that at the instant
of death there was a loss of weight vary-
ing from three-eighths to one and ome-
half ounces. On the basis of his investi-
gations, Dr. McDougall concluded that
the persecnality continued to exist as a
space-occupying organism in a super-
sensitive substance related to ordinary
matter and having the continuation of
consciousness for its function; also that
this organism was organically connected
with the body until death, at which time
it detached itself from the body and
commenced an existence independent of
the latter. ‘‘This substance,”” he con-
cluded, ‘“was neither ordinary physical
substance mor the ‘imponderable ether
of science which is conceived of as not
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capable of existing in separate masses.
This fact alone of a spaee oceupying
body of measurable weight disappearing
at death, if verified, furnishes the sub-
stantial basis for persisting personality
or a conscious Ego surviving the act of
bodily death, and in the element of cer-
tainty is worth more than the postulates
of all the creeds and all the metaphys-
ical arguments combined.”’

Two French scientists, namely, Blon-
del and Charpentier, observed the rays
of the vital body and called them N-rays
(after Nantes, where the experiments
were conducted).

The recent significant experiments of
‘Walter J. Kilner, formerly electrician
to St. Thomas Hospital, London, sub-
stantiate the basic assertions as to the
existence of an aura. It is to be noted
that Kilner is not in the least interested
in occultism. His investigations follow
entirely the lines of academic research.
In his experiments he uses a screen con-
taining the coal tar dye, dicyanin, to
make the aura visible. But, he informs
us that he is frequently able to see it
without the help of the screen,

‘We have stated that the vital body
leaves the dense body at death. XKilner
verifies this faet in his statement that
he has several times examined the dead
human body some hours after life has
ceased and has never found any trace
of an aura.

Photographs have been taken show-
ing the substance of the vital bedy ex-
uding from the physical body of a mate-
rializing medium. Regarding this mat-
ter, Kilner states that he is certain that
a photographic picture of the size, shape,
and condition of the human aura is not
only possible but will shortly be made,
thus enabling the aura to become a still
greater assistanee in medieal diagnosis.

Kilner, it may be added, is chiefly
interested in his study of ‘‘the human
atmosphere,’’ as he calls it, as an aid in
diagnosing disease. This is of the first
importance, for, as stated previously,
most diseases have their origin in either
the vital or the desire body. In aec-
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cordance with the facts as given in occult
science, Kilner has found the vital body
to lessen in size during ill health and
he also observed its complete disappear-
ance in certain localities of the body
when suffering from certain diseases.

Psychical Research experimenters
have also something to contribute to the
subject. Refer, for instance, if you will
to *‘The Phenomena of Materialization’’
by Dr. Gustav Geley of Paris, to men-
tion but one of the many treatises avail-
able. Other important -contributions
along this same line have been made by
Prof. Chas. Richet, the physiologist, also
of Paris, and Dr. Baron von Schrenck-
Notzing of Vienna, all of which are also
noteworthy.

The materializing substance, now com-
monly known as ectoplasm, is of this
etheric material and is drawn from the
vital body. With regard to this sub-
jeet a correspondent to the ‘‘New York
Times’’ made some pertinent comments
that we shall quote in part. Thus: ‘“ As-
suming that ectoplasm exists what kind
of fact is it? A biological fact, mainly.
If, as in Geley’s experiments and those
of Schrenck-Notzing, the cloudy type of
matter sometimes takes on the form of
a hand, a finger, or perchance a larger
section of the body, it can only be be-
cause ectoplasm is a manifestation of
the creative energy which gradually
changes a foetus into a child duly pos-
sessed of bones, nerves, and musecles.
Clearly, the mother does not consciously
perform the miracle of ehild formation,
It is, to her, an unconscious process. And
yet the forming agenecy is there, cease-
lessly at work until the appointed time.

“It will be not a little startling if
spiritualists in search of ghosts lead us
to a remarkable discovery in the consti-
tution and processes of the human body.
Ectoplasm, thus revealed, would throw
a new and brilliant light on all the prob-
lems of biology, from the first signs of
life to the finished development of per-
sonality. We shall have a better under-
standing of heredity, of health and dis-
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ease, and of the still unexplamed mys-
teries of healing.

~ ¢“S0 soon as ectoplasm is a demon-
strated faect, the men to investigate it
are not the psychologists and magicians,
but the anatomists, the neurologists, and
the professors of biology.’’

Another interesting evidence of the
existence of the vital body are the X-ray
photographs that have been obtained
showing in faint outline the -etheric
counterpart of a recently amputated
limb. This etheric counterpart disin-
tegrates synchronously with the ampu-
tated portion. It is present only for a
short time after amputation.

Again, where injury is inflicted on the
amputated portion, the pain is felt in the
etheric counterpart by virtue of the
magnetie attraction existing between the
two. A case is cited where, in boxing an
amputated limb, it was injured by a
nail, which injury registered in the
etheric counterpart. So acute was the
pain that the limb was disinterred, the
nail removed, after which the pain
ceased.

The ethers of the vital body are as a

film on which are recorded all events of
earth life. It is the seat of memory. If
the atoms composing this film be shat-
tered as is the case in shellshock, a loss
of memory follows.
. ‘““Many earnest men of science,”’
writes Rudolph Steiner, ‘‘in the first
half of the nineteenth century were con-
scious of some factor acting within the
living body other than the lifeless min-
eral. It was termed ‘vital force.” ’’

May these few references serve to indi-
cate the corroboration that academie sei-
ence is now ready to give to occult science
in the statement it, makes with regard to
the nature and function of the vital
body.

Let us now pass on to man’s third
body or principle, namely, the desire
body. This body is the vehicle of feel-
ing and emotions. It is a luminous ovoid
interpenetrating the dense and vital
bodies. and extending about twelve to
sixteen inches beyond. It is composed
of desire substance. It increases in size
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with soul development. In an adept the
aura extends many yards beyond the
physical. It also varies-according to de-
velopment in luminosity, eolor, and .ar-
rangement. of colors. In the savage the
colors are dull, murky, and arranged in
blotches and masses. In an adept the
colors are brilliantly scintillating and
arranged in concentric circles. The play
of color is comparable to the Northern
Lights. - Emotions of hatred and malice
show up in this body as black coils; sen-
suality as a lurid, sanguinary red ; anger
appears in red flashes on a black back-
ground ; love shows crimson; pride and
ambition, an orange hue, and so on. It
is also interesting to note that depres-
sion takes on a leaden gray and arrays
itself in parallel bars—prison bars as it
were. And they become such. to the Ego.

The substdnce of the desire body is
in incessant motion; it is dry and fiery.
This body, which is but slightly or-
ganized, possesses certain centers of per-
ception, but no organs. They are seven
in number. In the majority they are all
latent, In the developed they become
whirling vortices of forece and open up
to the possessor sight into the desire
world. This is eclairvoyance.

As we have stated before, these sense
centers may be awakened, positively
and negatively. A past negative con-
dition may be revived, or added posi-
tive faculties developed. The occultist
warns strongly against the former. It
means retrogression—not progression.
Our direction is forward—forward to a
positive development that places these
faculties under the control of the will,
Always, we would remain complete mas-
ter of our own house.

‘We have touched briefly now on each
of the bodies making up man’s three-
fold personality—i.e., the physical, the
vital or etheric, and the desire or astral.

Of the fourth vehicle, or mind, we re-
peat that this is not yet properly speak-
ing, a body—it is in its first stage of de-
velopment, and therefore yet embryonic.
It is a mere sheath. This surrounds the
head and upper part of the body. Its
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function is to‘serve as a‘link between
spirit and matter. By its means the Ego
can enter into its lower composite body
and direct it by means of the faculty of
reason.

Is there a Divine deSIgn in so com-
plex a constitution? Is there not a Mas-
ter architect at work? And is the crea-
tive process proceeding within our own
selves and in this very day? So it ap-
pears.

Creation is a continuous proecess. The
finished produet is not yet here. Nor
does it yet appear what we shall be. For
we are Gods in the making,

““What a piece of work is man, how
infinite in faculty, in form and moving,
how. express and admirable, in action
how like an angel, in apprehension how
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like a god. The paragon - of anlmals,
the beauty of the world.”

Are we awake? For truly we are in
the dawning, and portentous events
await fulfillment as the.day moves on
to its high noon glory.

If you would like to learn more of
that mystery, know well that there is
information awaiting your call. There
is something to be had from books. There
is much that may be learned in schools.
But more important than either of these
sources, is the primal fount-of wisdom
deep within your own soul wherein truth
abides in fullness. Tap ‘it, trust. it,
draw from it, share of it. Thus, in our
own person, the temple of the. Holy
Spirit, will the Kingdom manifest, here
and now even as above.

J Tige in Two Worlds

By AxN COPPERTHORNE

#%{ LIVE in two worlds—the physical
4 one into which I was born, and
the spiritual one into which I have
found my way. They are inextricably
interwoven, "and each influences the
other because each is a part of the other.
There are no words to tell of some
things: they are felt, seen, heard, but
not with the physical senses. There are
other eyes and other ears—an inward
sight and hearing. -Perception: the eyes
and ears of the spirit—that is the only
way I can describe it.

All my life I have been what is spoken
of as ‘‘sensitive.”” As a child I saw and
kwew things, and it was not until I was
well into my teens that I realized these
experiences were not common to every-
one. I rarely spoke of them, however,
after I had been  severely admonished
“‘not to make up stories’’ when I told of
a White Lady who had come to see me: 1
saw my White Lady regularly as a child,
sometimes in the nursery. at night, some-
times in the hallways abott- the house,
once or’ twice' outside “iri - the yard” in

broad daylight. Sometimes I knew she
was present, in a matter-of-fact way, al-
though I could not see her. She is tall,
misty-white with indistinet outline, and
she wears a tall, odd headdress. Her
eyes are very dark and vibrant. ‘‘Vi-
brant’’ is the only word that ean be used
to deseribe them.

‘When I was fourteen or fifteen years
old my unusual experiences ceased. They
had never made much impression upon
me, because I had taken - them for
granted. Their only manifestation dur-
ing the next four or five years was by
strange poems that I would write, either
in my sleep or immediately upon wak-
ing, while word for word they were still
in my mind. : .

‘When I was twenty-six it was discov-
ered that I had a well-developed case of
tuberculosis. Very little hope was held
out for my recovery, although T did niet
know it ‘then. I was desperate and re-
bellious, for I'was engaged to s Mdi
whom I deeply Tovéd, and’ all my- pIans
Were v1ta.1 Joyeus ones mth ne plaee
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in them for years of illness and helpless-
ness.

One night, a week after my illness had
been discovered, I saw my White Lady
again. She stood looking down at me,
close to my bed. It flashed through my
mind that she was drawing me to her,
and oh, I didn’t want to go—yet! AsI
thought this, she turned swiftly and
moved away toward the other end of my
room. But the old bond had been re-
established. We ‘‘belonged’’ in some
unknown way, and I called to her des-
perately, though there were no words
spoken. My appeal was urgent: ‘‘Oh,
please don’t go away again! Stay and
help me to get well!’’

She turned and came back quickly to
me, moving across the dim room like
a moonbeam, and yet as distinet as a
human figure. Instantly there were five
other forms of varying heights with
her. They came to my bed, stood about
it, and leaning over me, laid their hands
upon me. A feeling of peace came, of
great content, happiness, a consciousness
of love; and immediately I slept.

From that time I began the long, up-
hill climb to health., Against all ex-
_pectations and probabilities, I improved
steadily. Every few nights my White
Lady returned, and when I was re-
moved to a sanitorium my bed was pa-
trolled every night by shadowy figures.
Round and round they went; I was
‘never alone. Always there was one, or
several. I wondered about this. I did
not watch them ; I was conseious of them
as a child is dimly conscious of the
presence and care of its mother in the
room with it. Why the patrol, why the
path round and round my bed? There
are those who say that emotions take
shape in the spiritual world. Fear,

_hatred, treachery become monsters, while
love,. liope, and faith become guardian
spirits. However true that may be I do
not know, nor wish to say. Certain it
is that in that house of illness and frus-
“ tration, fear and despair were strong.
“Did these shadowy friends of mine keep
“them away from. me, with their shield-
ing patrol- about my bed, night and
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day? Iknow I never had the fear and
despair that some of the others did. 1
was lonely for my family and my be-
loved, but not afraid.

It was a marvelous feeling, that of
being cared for, of perfect security, of
reliance upon forees and powers far be-
yond physical and medical ones. I
never questioned getting well. I was
getting well. I never doubted, for I
knew what no one else knew, that friends
from the Unknown were helping me,
taking care of me, loving me.

For two years I lay in bed. I am a
believer in suggestion, and I spent fifteen
minutes twice a day with it. I relaxed
utterly, breathed deeply and rhythmi-
cally, and concentrated lightly upon the
thought of health. These periods of
‘“sinking into myself,”’ as I called them,
meant strange peace and a deep rest and
strength to me. I never failed in them.
One day I sank deeper into myself than
usual, then seemed to rise up and up;
and suddenly I looked down, and sew
myself lying there in bed! 1 was some-
how not surprised. I felt only an in-
expressible sense of escape. I moved
about my room, not experimentally, but
as though it had happened a hundred
times before. Then I slipped back again
into my body self. I woke, and my con-
seious mind was astounded, shaken, at
the memory I had brought back with
me. I looked at my watch. Less than
ten minutes had elapsed since I began
my period of ‘‘sinking into myself,”’
and it must have taken three or four
minutes at the very least to sink deep
enough to free the inner I, the spirit L.

‘What had happened, and how? What
tremendous thing was this that I had
stumbled onto? My brain could hardly
grasp it: it was impossible according to
reason, therefore it ecould not be! But it
was true! 1 had escaped from the body,
and I could do it again. I felt a great
surging joy in the memory of that mo-
ment of freedom—freedom such as I
had never dreamed of before. What had
I discovered? Was this the Fourth Di-

-mension I had slipped-into and- out of

so easily? I felt that I must bow down
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and worship, for I had stood on holy
ground.

Every day, thrilled by my secret, I
tried again, but it was some time before
I could liberate myself once more. I
tried too hard. But I began to remem-
ber what I call ‘‘Night Journeys.”” As
soon as I go to sleep I slip out of the
body,—leave it, I don’t know how,—and
I find myself in a sphere not of this
physical world. It is a beautiful coun-
try, with trees and woodland, and birds,
and summer, as here. A curious part of
this place is a diffusion of golden light
over it all. Even the foliage seems a
part of this light. There is no sun as
we know it. The glow supplies both
light and warmth. In a certain, mys-
terious way I am restricted there, or per-
haps it is that I eannot remember every-
thing. Perhaps fuller memory will come
as I develop, a deeper penetration into
my surroundings, a more complete un-
derstanding of them.,

At any rate, I see friends there, whose
physical bodies I know to have died. Oze
died at the sanitorium, a lingering,
tragic death. I used to do what I could
for her, and a bond of love and service
was established. She came to me sev-
eral fimes after her death, always
laughing and happy, and far more beau-
tiful than she had ever been when I knew
her here.. All is well with little Milly!
And Martha, of the quiet smile and mis-
chievous eyes—she, too, died of tuber-
culosis, and she, too, came to greet me
on my arrival one night. I was over-
joyed to see her well and happy, and I
looked curiously at her right hand. In
life her thumb had been mangled in an
accident, and it was deformed. But
here, in complete life, her hand was per-
fect.

Not only do I see and greet friends
who have left this earth, but those who
still live here and who also can slip their
earth tethers for a little while and
roam abroad. Probably they do not re-
member their wanderings; I have tried
to sound them on the subject, but in
vain. I have not told them what I know,
that 1 have met them there in that other
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land. Not all persons can slip away
from their body selves; but many can,
though remembering is very, very rare.
Those who do will not talk about it, for
while Wisdom and Freedom is under-
stood and accepted in the East, here in
the West we know nothing about it, and
80, scoff in our youthful ignorance.

My beloved and I are often together
in this way. We are separated in the
body far more than we wish, but when
night eomes we sally forth together in a
union of soul that is a marvelous expe-
rience that cannot be described nor un-
derstood by any save those who have ex-
perienced it for themselves. We are
closer than we ever can be in the body,
flooded with a joy and eomplete oneness
that the flesh seems incapable of fully
knowing. '

The world seems to be ours. I find
myself in many places where there is a
bond of love or mutual affection to draw
me. I have seen a friend who lives in
England; I have been in his home; I
can describe the rooms, although I have
never left America in the body. Often
during the day I am with my beloved, at
his work. Nearly every night before 1
go to sleep I have a glimpse of him,
through those other eyes. Sometimes I
hear him speak. I hold him in my spirit
arms, as I long to do in my body ones,
and he knows I am there. He comes to
me in the same way—I can feel the pres-
sure of his arms exactly as though it is
his physical arms that are about me.
Sometimes the dedr Ppressure almost
hurts, it is so close. Always his arms
are there when I go to sleep, and always
they are there when I rouse during the
night. Feeling that strange and beauti-
ful closeness never fails to open a fresh
channel of love, and I know that I am
never alone.

We know! There is no uncertainty.
I am surer of the truth of these expe-
riences—slight and jmmature though
they are as yet—surer of knowledge ob-
tained in this way than I am of any
physical event or certainty. What are
my reactions? {Well, the strongest re-
action is the absolute naturalness of be-
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Ing a part of the spirit world, the sense
of having been a part of it for a long,
long while. It is the permanent state,
The living in this flesh-and-blood body
is the unnatural, temporary existence.
-It dulls perception, and tempers and
- blunts all emotion. Beauty is diluted by
passage through the senses. Every
faculty is a thousand times more alert
. without the covering of the physical.
. Beauty is positive pain, a glorious pain,
. for one is keener to beauty in the spirit.
One is a part of it, just as one learns
that all life is kin, and from the selfsame
source.

There seem to be gradations of colors
and of sound that the physical eyes and
ears cannot register. The capacity to
~ love is extraordinary. It is like the
blood of the body—oh, believe me when
I say that love s the spirit, and the light
that illumines the dark lantern of the
body !

The sense of utter power is another
characteristic; a calm power, never ques-
" tioning its existence and ability. Carry-
‘ing over into the physical mind this
memory of contact with the spiritual
world, the unseen world, is a glorious
thing that I would not trade for a for-
tune. One can never be depressed or
unhappy for long, having had the expe-
rience even once. One can never wrongly
"value the things of this world again.
““For I look not upon the things that
"are seen, but the things that are un-
‘seen; for the things that are seen are
“transitory, but the things that are un-
seen are eternal.”” We are literally liv-
ing in eternity, now. How can we sully
it, and belittle it, and waste it by sordid-
‘ness, and avarice, and selfishness?

 How have these experiences -influ-
enced my attitude toward death? First
and foremost, it has wiped out forever
my human dread of it. This I know:
that I have been in what is perhaps the
intermediate place between this world
.and the next. I have been spiritually
_in the condition and state of a person
who has physically died and been buried.
I have known joy that in the physical
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state is incomprehensible. T have been
greeted by and have talked with friends
who are, as we say, dead. I have been
shown the cramped existence of the body
and the physical life, and I have expe-

.rienced a freedom impossible in the body.

How can I fear death after this? Fur-
thermore, how can I hear of a friend’s
passing, and grieve? How ecan I help
wishing him Godspeed, and a meeting
soon again? How can I even participate
again in a funeral? Paganism! Barbar-
ism! Our departed ones are gone to
happiness greater than ours—why should
we grieve? It is they who should grieve
for us, left blinded and bound behind.
But not for long!

““Not for long . ..”” That sense of
impermanence of the physical life is an-
other characteristic of the spirit exist-
ence. Remembering, it makes one feel
that anything can be borne, that courage
and sweetness are all that matter.
Money, and distinetion, and earthly
power matter not at all. Service and
love are all that count. Our days here
are so short that all we do and give must
be our best, so that when we look back in
the light of new wisdom there shall be
no regret.

I know that the greatest power of all
is Love. It creates a bond that reaches
beyond and into all future lives. Noth-
ing can break it. Love is never wasted.
Those whom one loves are never far
away, although they are unseen. And
Love is the cord of communication be-
tween this world and the omne just be-
yond. It is the most real- thing there is
in existence. All else may pass away,
but where love once existed it will for-
ever exist.

I am still convalescing. Years; it may
be, before I shall be ecompletely restored
to perfect health again. Yet out of my
agony of mind and weakness of body has
come to me this exquisite, precious
thing. My small plans were of little
consequence. They were swept away
that I might be given an infinitesimal
taste of Wisdom, such as is vouch-
safed to few humans. May I be worthy
of it, and use it well!
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Tsoteric Bible Shudies

By CoRINNE S DuNKLEE

Famous Soxags oF THE OLD TESTAMENT
XI—The Last Words of David.

TexT

1. Now these be the last words of David.
David the son of Jesse said, and the man
who wag raised up on high, the anointed
of the God of Jacob, and the sweet psalmist
of Israel, said,

2. The Spirit of the Lord spake by me,
and his word was in my tongue.

3. The God of Israel said, the Rock of
Israel spake to me, He tha.t ruleth over
r(x;e(xix must be just, ruling in the fear of

od.

4. And he shall be as the light of the
morning, when the sun riseth, even a morn-
ing without clouds; as theq tender grass
springing out of the earth by clear shining
after rain.

5. Although my house be not so with
God; yet he hath made with me an ever-
lasting covenant, ordered in all things, and
sure: for this is all my salwvation, and all
my desire, although he make it not to grow.

6. But the sons of Belial shall be all of
them as thorns thrust away, because they
cannot be taken with hands:

7. But the man that shall touch them
must be fenced with iron and the staff of
a spear; and they shall be utterly burned
with fire in the same place.

—II Samuel 23:1-7.

INTERPRETATION

In these, the last words of the sweet
Psalmist of Israel, we find the perfect
consummation of his life. His expres-
sion is similar in its import to the sum-

ming up of his life which St. Paul gives,
" when he says, ‘‘I have fought the good
fight, T have kept the faith. I have
finished the eourse.’’

In each sentence of his final admoni-
tion David has set a standard of spir-
itual living for man to adhere to. He
has stated an occult law and described
its effeect when demonstrated. ‘‘The
spirit of the Lord spake to me and His
word was in my tongue.”” One who lifis
himself unto this divine communion
knows the meaning of the words of
Christ Jesus, ‘‘My words are spirit and
they are life,”” The power of the con-

served life force working through the
larynx, the center of one of the Roses
on the Cross, alone makes it possible for
the Word to be in our tongue, as David
sang.

‘‘He that ruleth over men must be
just, ruling in the fear of God.”” No one
should be given the right to control the
actions of others until he has mastered
himself. ‘‘Greater is he that ruleth him-
self than he that taketh a city.”” This
was the true meaning of a King-Initiate
in the days of early humanity. Such a
one could only rule through the power
of God. '

‘“He shall be as the light of the morn-
ing.”’ This means that the mneophyte
shall ““walk in the Light as He is in
the Light,’’ for he shall ‘“meet Him face
to face’” and know Him as He is. In
all the glory of his Golden Wedding
Garment shall the neophyte be arrayed,
and this Garment the poet David so
beautifully likens to ‘‘clear shining,
after rain.”’ '

‘With every man upon the earth, ‘‘God
hath nrade an everlasting covenant,
ordered in all things.”” It only remains
for man to find and understand this
covenant and live according to its laws.
‘“Seek and ye shall find. Knock and it
shall be opened unto you.”’ - As one of
our greatest modern poets has said,
““God is Love, yet God is Law.”’

We only find the Way of Liberation
when we make this supreme dedication
of life to the things of the Spirit which
was David’s when he said, ‘“This is all
my salvation and all my desire.”’ But
we shall never find this eternal Way
through a half-hearted dedication. Our
life must be offered in its entirety.
‘“Thou shalt have no other gods before
me.”” The ‘‘sons of Belial’”’ means
wickedness, the propensities of the lower
or mortal man. They must be overcome
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and their powers transmuted into the
golden weaving of that immortal body
of the soul, the Golden Wedding Gar-
ment. ‘‘But the man that shall touch
them must be fenced with iron and the
staff of a spear’’: that is, this trans-
mutation can only be effected after a
Iong and arduous labor. There is no
such thing as a ‘‘short cut’’ to Initia-
tion. The staff is the raised Spinal
Spirit Fire. This is Aaron’s Rod that
‘blossomed and which is kept within the
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Holy of Holies for every man to find
and manifest; it is the ideal of attain-
ment. Only as this is done shall we be-
come true sons of God and children of
Light.

““They shall be utterly burned with
fire in the same place.”” The force and
the path of degeneration and regenera-
tion are the same. Upon, the will power
and spiritual development of man him-
self depend its right use or its abuse.
God is an all-eonsuming Fire.

The Buofuledge of Gad Obtainable Through
| oie Pure and Undefiled

By AMBER MAR]:_E TUT&‘LE_

¢ A picket frozen on duty,

A mother starved for her brood,
Socrates drinking the hemlock,

And Jesus on the rood;

And millions who humble and nameless,
The straight, hard pathway trod—
Some call it consecration,

And others call it God.”’

ing among leaders of thought as
to what constitutes the greatest
good the highest happiness, are re-
sponsible for most of the chaos of our
gocial life and our systems of education.
As long as we are not quite certain as to
what the goal of humanity really is, we
cannot possibly. order our lives to the
best advantage. Man’s chief glory is
Reason, the faculty whereby he knows.
.As long as material conditions con-
strain him to spend the greater part of
his life in manual labor he eannot of
course devote much time to the cultiva-
tion of his intellect ; but since the advent
of scientifie dewees for labor saving,
humanity has been in a better position
to care for the intellectual upliftment
of the masses. The higher education has

wHE VAGUE notions still prevail-

been increasing, art and literature are
flourishing, and everyone, no matter
how humble he may be, seems to be
anxious for knowledge and eager for cul-
ture. With the progress of the sciences,
however, the problem arose how to apply
their discoveries so that they might result
in the greatest happiness for the great-
est number. This is indeed a mighty
problem, worthy of the attention of the
best and bravest of men. How can we
use the God-given gifts of inventors and
their discoveries so that they may not
result in multiplying human misery but
rather in its reduction and elimination?
The answer has not heen found so far as
practieal life is eoncerned. We still use
our best energies and most clever intel-
lects to manufacture implements of
war and to organize bodies of men
against one another.

Our economical conditions too are in
a state of perpetual disorder. Each man
is for himself; millions are perishing
annually for laek of the very necessities
of life, and few of us seem to eare, There
is plenty of food and an abundance of
everything to make life comfortable, but
the good will seems to be lackmg to
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make all these good things serve their
proper purpose, namely, the welfare of
all. As man masters nature and frees
himself from her tyranny, the need for
utilizing all her foreces to increase the
sum total of human happiness dawns
upon him. He realizes the vanity of all
things which narrow his horizon and the
poverty of even the greatest of pleas-
ures if they serve only the petty self.
In this age and generation the waves of
social sympathy rise very high, and
amidst the indifference of the rich and
mighty ones many a man says to him-
self, ‘T am my brother’s keeper, his
troubles are mine, and I am responsible
for his well-being.”’ ‘

The public institutions we possess, all
the social arrangements for the welfare
of the poor and helpless ones who have
fallen by the wayside, are due to the ef-
forts of those chosen ones who have re-
alized the seriousness of life, and, wish-
ing to make the best of it, are devoting
their possessions and their energies to
improve the conditions of the oppressed
and downtrodden so as to bring a little
of the sweetness and light of civilization
into the aching hearts of the seemingly
disinherited.

But man does not live by bread alone,
and his need of spiritual and intellectual
sustenance is just as great and as press-
ing as that of physical nourishment.
The strongest desire of man is to know.
He wants to know the world in which
he lives, the body he calls his own, the
soul he believes ingpires him, and the
God from whom ke comes. All these
things man wants to know, and the far-
ther time advances toward the end of the
cycle, the greater grows his eagerness for
that knowledge. After securing the com-
forts of life and ease:and leisure, a man
hungers for mental and spiritual food.
Of all the defects of the present organ-
ization of wsociety, and of the cruelties
consequent upon it, none is so fatal to
thé - welfare of man ‘as the denial of
knowledge to the inquiring mind and
the' chancé ‘of -¢ulture to the dspiring
souil; The absen¢e of these "opportuni-
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ties is the most blighting factor of the
competitive system, because it deprives
man of his natural and legitimate right
to acquire all the knowledge he can
about himself and his environment. The
greatest privilege of man being his
capacity to know, anything that denies
to him the exercise of this faculty is an
unmitigated evil.

But it is not only knowledge of miate-
rial things which the mind eraves; the
desire to know includes things - unseen
as well. The soul of man yearns for
nothing more deeply than for the knowl-
edge of God. The vistas of knowledge are
infinite, but not even the highest can
satisfy the heart of man. It is only in
the knowledge of God that man ecan
find lasting peace. ‘‘It is possible to
know God,’’ says an occult teacher, but
it is not easy to acquire that knowledge.
The Rosicrucian Philosophy says, ‘‘In
order to know God one must be God,”’
or develop the God within, which means
that we must transcend our lower
selves altogether and reach out to the
sublime heights of the Eternal. Un-
known to the indifferent and slothful,
God reveals Himself to the searching
heart, and rewards its ‘pérsistent labors
and earnest seeking by the supreme gift
of knowledge of Himself. ‘“To know
God is life eternal,’’ says the Apostle;
the two are identical. For in érdinary
life our perspective is limited to this:
mundane plane, and we can only know
by means of the lower mind, but when
our intuition takes the place -of reason,
and illumination that of speculation, we
know, even as we are known. B

Here is a heavenly promise to mau:
““Those who seek “me shall find ms, if
they seek me with all their heart and all’
their soul.”” The trend of modern life is
toward the spiritual side of things. Sei-
ence and philosophy are both engaged. in
paving the way to a more intimate dc-
quaintanceé with things spiritual. -Man
as a unit, and as a member of the collec-
tive body of the human  race; séeks for
God in everything he does; but he does
not” always seek” hinl" rightly, whieh™i§
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the reason for his partial success; but
the tendency of human endeavor is
growing more and more toward the
spiritual. In all departments of life
men begin to realize the need for a read-
justment of value and for the subordina-
tion of the material side of life to the
ideal one.

This leads to numerous improvements
in the methods of labor and to social re-
construction. The love of God being
the crown of the inner life is thus ex-
pressed in practical life in the serviee of
man. That passion which formerly
made for acquisition is now, under the
influence of growing knowledge, trans-
muted into the passion for doing good.
Ambition having fulfilled its purpose in
former cycles, when infant humanity
needed it as a spur to exertion and ac-
tion, is now stepping into the back-
ground and her place is being taken by
man’s desire to serve and to be useful.
‘“God’s own synonym is use,”’ says a
wise proverb, and as we were made in
the image and likeness of God it behooves
us to be of use; only thus do we grow
Godlike. The knowledge of God is best
acquired through the practical expres-
sion of the Divine attributes in actual
life. It is the loving service we render
wherever it is called for which endows
us with these attributes. Love, pure

and undefiled, expressed in practical

everyday life is God’s own aectivity per-
formed by His deputies in human form
on earth.

There are two paths of union with -

God, according to the mystics of old:
the path of knowledge and the path of
love. Those who unite themselves to God
by knowledge will sooner or later see the
need of love to strengthen the bond of
unton; while those whose lives are full
of dévotion must supplement their en-
deavors by searching and seeking after
the deeper mysteries of Godhood re-
vealed by knowledge. The ancient sages,
the great masters of the ‘‘Inner Wis-
dom,’’ taught that the knowledge of God,
when- obtained, makes of mortal man an
immortal.. The -pure love which- helped
ip the acquisition of that knowledge
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while the disciple was treading the Path,
provides him with his glorious garments
when he arrives at his destination. These
garments are woven of good deeds done,
and of noble causes helped during the
earthly life; on the heavenly planes
their memory becomes the germinating
seed for deeds of mercy to be done in
future lives. ‘

The 'path of beauty and joy and the
path of peace and bliss converge to the
same point. From all sides do the wan-
derers arrive; but the object of their
pilgrimage is the same. It is the Temple
of Wisdom whence light streameth out
in all directions. Man has to battle
through the iron age with all the horrors
incidental to it before he attains unto
his spiritual consciousness. While the
battle lasts, every effort counts, and
every single step taken by the indi-
vidual pioneers brings mankind nearer
to the portals of the sanctuary in which
all mysteries will be solved and all tears
will be dried. There man will learn to
understand the secret of his voyage
through the cycles of time, and the
purpose of his sojourn on earth. Until
that time arrives all our work is only
preparatory. To wutilize the fleeting
moments, to obey the Spirit’s guidance,
to detach ourselves from all that drags
us down and to join forces with all that
lifts us upward, that is our task for
the present. The knowledge of God is
obtainable and will be ours, but the only
way we can attain unto it is by constant
practice of charity in thought, word, and
deed, and by the expression of love pure
and undefiled.

Before the soul can stand in the pres-
ence of the Master—Elder Brother—it -
must have been washed in the blood of
the heart. The blood of the heart is, as
we know, the life essence, the home of
the Ego, and for the soul to have been
washed therein means that life and all
that belongs to it of joy and sorrow have -
been relegated to a secondary place and
that -the foremost consideration of. that
soul is now:the will of its Liord who has-
been revealed to it in the process of sur- :
render. 1t is during this process of
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bathing in the life essence that the soul
discovers Someone, whom alone it would
like to serve. During the years of our
indiscretion, while we are driven hither
and thither by our various likes and dis-
likes, we serve many masters, who often
prove wveritable tyrants, but when we
have had enough of them we find that
there is a Teacher of a different stamp
whom we contaect not by our passions and
desires, but rather by their mastery and
subdual.

Now, before the soul has made this
discovery, it is of no use for it to aspire
to enter the true Teacher’s presence.
In fact it may harm it to venture thus
far. We often find among seekers after
truth, persons who have overstrained
themselves in one way or another and
made themselves physical and mental
wrecks in their efforts to find and live
the higher life. The reason for this is
their disregard of the advice given to
occultists by all the great and good ones
in respect to the dangers of the razor-
edged path. IT Peter 1:10 says: ‘“Where-
fore  the rather, brethren, give dili-
gence to make .your calling and elec-
tion sure; for if ye do these things,
ye shall never fall’’; or in other words,
it admonishes us to see to it that the
ladder does not give way while we as-
cend its rungs. The rungs of the lad-
der on which we climb upward are our
weaknesses and bodily failings. To over-
come these is our first task before we
enter the outer court of the Temple. To
enter into the Holy of Holies with the
old desires clinging to us spells dis-
aster.

No truly great Teacher will accept a
pupil who does not seek by renuneciation
and by devotion to prove himself
worthy of the wisdom which he is striv-
ing to attain. In the ‘‘Rosicrucian
Cosmo-Conception’” we are told that no
one is to be taught the higher truths
who does not try to practice renuncia-
tion of all that is of the earth earthy,
and great stress is laid upon self-control.
The great Teachers have at all times

been ascetws first and d,lsclples after-‘

waid,

587

To stand in the presence of the Teach-
ers implies that one is a channel for
their sublime teachings, but how can one
who has not been purified serve as a
channel? You would not think of drink-
ing water that runs through an unclean
pipe, for fear of its having been con-
taminated. No more can one benefit by
a spiritual channel which is not thor-
oughly clean, for fear of the impurities
that may have found their way into it
during the process of transmission. .
The blood of the heart symbolizes the
passions of the earthly man and in their
control and final transmutation lies the
secret of regeneration. The Path of
Discipleship is strewn with many wrecks
on account of the failure to heed the
warnings of our ancient Teachers who
have told us of the many pitfalls on
the way. The Master Hilarion, who in-
spired ‘‘The Light on the Path,’” and
who occupies a high rank in the great
Hierarchies, had probably unique oppor-
tunities to study the ways and means
that best secure and shorten the passage
to the other shore. From his exalted
position he could observe those who sue-
ceeded and those who failed, and he also
saw the reason why. In this gem of oc-
cult literature he gives us the benefit of
his experiences. Max Heindel did the
same in his letters to Probationers, and
if we value the higher life we should not
neglect such expert advice.

That which troubles us most in tread—
ing the Path is our habit of compromise.
‘We are not whole-hearted, and we gen-
erally do things by halves, the result be-
ing that whenever we enter upon the -
higher stages of advancement we find'
many things to. be undone and many
habits to be broken. :

In those high altitudes the least dis-
cord creates wrong vibrations which
baffle the young soul just emerging
from the Egyptian darkness and not
only bar its way to further progress but
often throw it back into the abyss of re-
peated rebirths in matter. This is not

" a figurative mode of illustration, but a

statement of actual fact:
(Concluded newt month)
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Qompetition or Qooperation?

WASHINGTON, Aug. 381. (AP)—An
employment stabilization program now in
operation in California a prominent fea-
ture of which is work assurance to wage
earners, today had drawn official endorse-
ment of President Hoover’s unemployment
relief organization.

Fred C. Croxton, assistant director of
the President’s relief organization lauded
the “soundness and practicability, from the
standpoint of business management” of the
California plan, which was sponsored by
the State Chamber of Commerce stabiliza-
tion committee.

Croxton said active support of the plan
by 450 California business firms was evi-
dence of its worth. :

SGive all wage earners now on the pay-
roll every reasonable assurance of the safety
of their jobs, in order to relieve thewr fear
of being added to the unemployed and to
revive their normal purchasing activities.”

SAN JOSE, Aug. 31 (PCNS.)—A six
hour day for building trades on the Pa-
cific Coast was favored by local workers,
Bert Ward, labor official stated today.

He declared that building trades men are
in sympathy with the recommendation for
a six hour day made by the American Fed-
?ration of Labor.—San Franciseo Call-Bul-
etin. .

These two items are interesting as
showing some of the conclusions so far
reached by those who are endeavoring
to find a way out of the present economie
difficulties. At present the problem
seems to have been approached with the
idea that our old standards are right
and must be maintained, The goose that
lays the golden egg must not be killed!
Labor must be permitted to labor in
order that the products of its labor (the
golden egg) may go, largely, to enrich
those who permit the labor. But it must
not labor too long, or golden eggs will
become common and comparatively
valueless. It is all very confusing and
perplexing—a shifting and dodging and
evading of the real issues—a trying to
pateh. up .a competitive system that has
served himanity’s needs and is now out-
worn. However, we se¢ dawning a dim

comprehension of the reality of the
fundamental unity of each with all, and
perhaps with greater pressure and if the
situation becomes more urgent, we shall
build up an economie system founded
on common sense, intelligent cooperation,
and the needs of the twentieth century.

Bishop Belietes in Stellar

Messuges

LONDON, Sept. 29 (AP).—Dr. E. W.
Barnes, bishop of Birmingham, told the
British Association for the Advancement
of Science today he believes there are other
worlds than ours inhabited by beings su-
perior to man who even now probably are
sending messages to the earth.

“I have no doubt,” said the bishop, who
is one of the leading theologians of England,
“that there are many other inhabited
worlds and that on some of them exist be-
ings immeasurably beyond our mental level.
It would be rash to deny that they can use
radiation so penetrating as to convey mes-
sages to the earth. Probably such messages
;zre coming now.”—San Fransico Call-Bul-
etin.

Probably they are, say we, and it is
upon that premise that we base our be-
lief in astrology. For what is astrology
but a study of the influence of the ra-
diations from the planets and the great
belt of the zodiac upon our earth as a
whole and its inhabitants as individuals?
The horoscope registers the symbols of
the message sent, and the astrologer in-
terprets them in language that all can
understand. .

Perhaps the bishop of Birmingham
was thinking of messages sent in a man-
ner similar to our wireless, or radio. We
do not know about that, but feel sure of
the other point, namely, that spiritual
influences from the great creative Hier-
archies known through the signs of the
zodiac are coming continuously to us.
These creative Hierarchies have worked
with man through the long course of his.
development, and he still responds to.
their influence. If is not such a long
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ery from an opinion such as Dr. Barnes
has voiced before the British Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Science to
at least a tolerance of astrology, and a
short step further to an actual accept-
ance of the reality of the spiritual influ-
ence and interdependence of the differ-
eunt parts of our solar system one upon
the other.

Why Netr York Tikes Noise

NEW YORK, Sept. 4—Americans like
noise with their meals. It doesn’t have to
be a musical sort of noise, either. Just the
clashing of trays and the rattle of dishes
is enough, it was shown recently in a test
conducted in a large cafeteria.

The place had a big patronage, but it
was very noisy, so the management decided
to install a sound-proof ceiling and floor,
says the American Architect. At once the
patronage began to decline. Fewer and
fewer diners came until at last, in despera-
tion, the proprietors had the sound-proof-
ing removed. Immediately custom increased.

The test convinced those in charge of the
cafeteria that the patrons prefer noise with
their food.—Los Angeles Evening Herald.

Rattle! crash! bang! and the louder
the better! Beat the drum; let the
saxophone do its worst, and don’t spare
the cymbals! That is the ery of the old
martial spirit, or the desire nature in
man. The desire nature eclamors for
sensation. It thrills to noise and con-
fusion. Why? They stimulate it, and
help it to maintain the ascendancy it
has won in the kingdom of man’s be-
ing. Man possesses a threefold body,
linked by a mind to the threefold spirit.
The spirit sheuld direct the lower ve-
hicles, but in the masses of humanity the
desire body reigns supreme. When the
mind is still and quiet, the true self, the
Ego or Spirit, can make its impress on
the lower self or personality, and the
desire bedy loses its hold. The desire
body does not want to relinquish its
rule, therefore unregenerate man. dis-
likes quietude. It makes him feel un-
comfortable, for then he comes face to

face with something in himself hitherto

unrecognized. . o
Maurice Maeterlinck, in his charming
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essay on ‘‘Silence,”” has given an ex-
planation of why two people, and espe-
cially two strangers, are often uncom-
fortable when silence falls between them,
the explanation being that in silence
real self speaks to real self, and this
is sometimes disconcerting. Similarly,
in the silence the real self of a man
speaks to his personality, and very often
it troubles him. So he says, ‘‘rattle the
dishes, and bang the trays, and spare me
the embarrassment of hearing that voice
that speaks in stillness.”” Not every one
likes noise, however, and the recent
movement for eliminating wunnecessary
noises from our cities is a hopeful sign
that man is becoming more regenerate.

Shall the Machine Rule Mane

NEW YORK, Sept. 4.—*In this machine
age,” says Dr. C. E. Skinner, assistant di-
rector of engineering of the Westinghouse
Electric and Manufacturing Co., “we have
advanced the efficiency of our machines
far beyond our ability to manage and
direct our advances of orderly govern-
ment, reduction of crime, even our ethics
and our religion. Why, nations we look
upon as heathen are appalled at our crime
record and at the efficiency of our machines
for waging war.””—Los Angeles Ewvening
Herald.

In other words, Dr. Skinner, human-
ity’s head has developed to the neglect
of its heart, and the world must slow
down in order to catch up. It must slow
down on merely mechanical inventions
and proceed to catch up in altruism by
putting the machines to work for the
good of all. Some writers have proph-
esied that eventually men will become
simply the slaves of machines, with a
small minority lording it over the race.
It seems that civilization will not be
permitted to end in such a catastrophe.
It has come near enough to it, as if is.
However, a definite urge is being felt,
the urge toward compassion and altru-
ism. If this is fostered, a religious re-
vival may come which will save the world
from the awful results that attend an
overdeveloped intellect. and an under--
developed heart. .
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- Question Bepartment

Questions from our readers on occult philosophy or mysticism are answered here as

space permits.

Inquirers should look for questions similar to their own, for we often
combine two or more of the same character and answer them as one.

Once each month

the questions not answered here are answered by letter.

Golor Fymholism

Question :

I am very much interested in the
meaning of color. Will you please give
me some idea as to what the various
colors symbolize in relation to man and
his emotions?

Answer:

The three aspects of God, the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit, are symbolized
by the following ecolors: The Father,
blue; the Son, yellow; and the Holy
Spirit, red. In addition to this the fol-
lowing meaning is generally accepted
as belonging to the colors mentioned:
Lavender, high spirituality. Violet, de-
votion mixed with affection. Lilae, love
for humanity. Blue, mixed with the
faintest touch of lavender, devotion to
a noble ideal. Blue, pure, pure religious
feeling. Blue, mixed with dark reddish
brown, selfish religious feeling. Blue,
mixed with medium gray, religious feel-
ing tinged with fear. Pure yellow, high-
est spiritual illumination of the intel-
leet. Orange, strong intelleet, pride,
ambition. Orange, mixed with brick
red, low type of intellect. Secarlet,
pride. Rose, unselfish affection. Old
rose, mixed with reddish brown, selfish
affection. Carmine, pure affection. Light
green, pure, clear, sympathy. Green,
medium, adaptability. Green, medium,
mixed with reddish brown and flecked
with murky red, jealousy. Green and
light gray, deceit. Livid pale gray, fear.
Dark gray, mixed with brownish red,
depression.  Greenish reddish brown,
selfishness. Reddish brown, avarice,

greed. - Bright brick red, mottled with

medium brown, sensuality. - Black,

hatred. White represents pure spirit
and its presence always indicates the
presence and activity of the Reality in
the nature of man.

The trained clairvoyant is able to dis-
tinguish two other colors, one at each end
of the spectrum, namely, ultra-violet
and infra-red. Ultra-violet signifies the
spiritual powers manifested in the direc-
tion of the highest and most worthy aims
and ends. Infra-red denotes psychic
powers employed in unworthy ways and
for base ends—as for instance, that
which the occultist knows as ‘‘black
magic.”’

Is Killing Ever Justifiable?
Question :

Are we justified in killing creatures
like mosquitoes, bugs, flies, and such,
like bacteria which are so very poisonous
as well as dangerous to the health of the
human race?

Answer:

This is a question which is continu-
ally being asked and although we have
answered it once or twice before in the
magazine, for the benefit of those who
did not see the magazines in which the
answer was printed, we are again an-
swering the question.

The Rosicrucian Teaching has always
conformed to the teaching of the Bible:
“Thou shalt not kill’’; but we have
never felt that this injunction was in-
tended to include pests, vermin, disease
bacilli, and all other micro-organisms
which take such a terrible toll of human
life. The bacilli of infectious diseases are
particularly the embodiments of fear
and hate and therefore they can be ef-
fectually vanquished by applying the op-
posite forces of courage and love,
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Beasts of prey and poisonous reptiles
should never be permitted to roam where
they would endanger human life, and it
is perfectly right to exterminate them
should the oceasion really demand it.
‘What we do insist upon, however, is that
it is wrong to kill for profit, for sport, for
food, or for the gratification of vanity,
the animal skins being used for personal
adornment, et cetera.

Initiates, Lay Brothers, Adepts, and
Elder Brothers
Question :

According to the Rosierucian terminol-
ogy just what is meant by the terms,
Initiate, Liay Brother, Adept, and Elder
Brother?

Answer:

Belonging to the Rosicrucian Order
there are two mystery schools: The
school teaching the nine Lesser Mys-
teries and the school teaching the four
Greater Mysteries. When a person has
taken one Initiation in the Lesser Mys-
tery school he becomes an Initiate or
Lay Brother. He remains an Initiate
or -Lay Brother until he has taken all
of the nine Initiations belonging to this
school. When he has done this he is
eligible for Initiation in the school of
the Greater Mysteries. The first Initia-
tion in this school makes him an Adept.
‘When he has completed all the Initiations
in the Greater Mysteries he becomes an
Elder Brother.

Our Moon An ‘‘Eighth Sphere’’
Question :

Why is the Moon called ‘‘the eighth
sphere?’”’ Does the evolution of its in-
habitants differ in any particular way
from that of those on the other planets?
Answer :

The Moon was originally a part of the
earth, but a considerable number of the
earth’s inhabitants became so erystallized
in evil that they lost out entirely in our
evolutionary scheme, and were thrown
off from the earth with the Moon. The

Moon is-therefore not a planet for.evolu- -

tion but a planet for devolution and dis-
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integration. That iy why it is called an
‘‘eighth sphere’” which in occult par-
lance means a globe on which the in-
habitants are retrograding.

Value of Saline Solution
Question :

‘What takes place when a saline solu-
tion is injected directly into the blood ?
Answer:

First, it restores volume to the blood
and maintains proper tension in the
vessels thus assisting heart action. Sec-
ond, it secures the tissues from loss of
water and injuries due to disturbances
of osmotic pressure. Third, it insures
the distribution of normal red cells, and
fourth, it dilutes the poisons which are
not eliminated during the process of dis-
ease, as in toxemia.

Common salt is one of the most im-
portant salts found in the blood in solu-
tion. Saline solution must contain a
sufficient amount of salt to produce
osmotic pressure approximate to that
of the blood. If pure water were intro-
duced into the blood stream the differ-
ence in osmotic pressure would cause the
red cells to burst and the patient would
die.

A normal saline solution contains salt
in the proportion found in the blood.
Salinity of plasma is essential for the
preservation of red corpuscles, the salin-
ity being the same for the cells, there-
fore no diffusion streams or osmosis
can occur and the cells are safe.

Removing Our Defects in the Desire
World ’
Question :

I understand the desire body after
death, takes the same shape as the dense
body. Is it then an exact replica? If
80, is any abnormal form or growth such
as a tumor or cancer reproduced, and
does the body appear clothed or un-
clothed ?

Answer:

After death the two higher ethers, the

light and reflecting, form a matrix -or
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mold into which the desire body- fits
itself. As this matrix is an exact
counterpart in form of the etheric mat-
Tix in which the dense body was molded,
the desire body looks exactly the same as
the dense body did except that it is
made of desire stuff. If the individual
who has passed out in death had any
defects, either external or internal, for
a time through the power of thought it
is possible for him to build these defects
into the desire body; but desire stuff
being of a different vibration than dense
substance is not diseased by the mal-
formation and the deformities themselves
will not exist any longer than the indi-
vidual holds them there by the power of
thought. The moment he wishes to re-
move them he ecan do so by thinking
them away. In the Desire World, one
is clothed in desire stuff and this sub-
stance is so amenable to the dictates of
the will of the Ego that he can wear one
particular style of dress one moment and
change it completely the next.

The Fate of the Negative Thought Form

Question :

Do thoughts of a negative character
leave the body of the one who creates
them ?

Answer:

Thought forms which are of a nega-
tive character and not definitely per-
sonal and which are not aimed at any
particular - individual float around in
the atmosphere surrounding their cre-
ator, all the time radiating the particular
vibration which created them. If such
a thought form does not come in con-
tact with the aura of another person its
radiation slowly exhausts its store of
energy and gradually the form disin-
tegrates.

“Trating’’-the Ego

- Question: e
Inasmuch as the Ego comes to rebirth

ordinarily otly once” every thousand

years, how is it that occult seientists can
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trace the Ego’s path after it has passed
out of the dense hody at death until it
appears on earth again in the new body?
Answer :

An occultist of an advanced type is
able to function consciously not only in
the Desire World, but in the World of
Thought through which the Ego passes
after death and on its way to Rebirth, He
could thus follow the course of a de-
parted person all the way from death to
a new birth provided he lived that long,
which some of the Adepts do. Ordinarily,
however, the cccultist in investigating
the fact of rebirth takes the case of a child
who dies previous to the age of fourteen,
before the desire body or mind is born;
in such case the Ego comes back to
rebirth within a period of twenty years.
Thus it is an easy matter for the occult-
ist to observe such an Ego through this
entire period and also observe where and
when it is reborn.

Shall We Cremate?

Question :

‘Will you please tell me the Rosicru-
cian belief in regard to cremation? It
it the practice in our family to eremate
the body after death and consequently
I have worried some, as to whether this
process might pain a newly released Ego.
Does it destroy -any of the higher ve-
hicles ?

Answer :

The. Rosierucian belief is that after
death the body should be left as undis-
turbed as possible until after the expira-
tion of three and one-half days. Then
the body should be cremated. Crema-
tion should not take place previous to
three and one-half days for the reason
that there is still some slight connection
between the etheriec and physical bodies
for approximately that length of time.
This being true the Ego would feel to
some -extent the pain caused by crema-
tion. Cremation ‘does not destroy the
desire body, but ‘it does have & disin-
tegrating effect on' the chiémical and life
ethers of the vital body. o
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Chie Astral Ray

The Rosicrucian Conceptlon of Astrology

Astrology is a phase of the Mystic Religion, as sublime ag the stars with which it deals
and not to be confused with fortune telling. As the tides are measured by the motion of
sun and moon, so also are the eventualities of life measured by the circling stars, which

may therefore be called the “Clock of Destiny.”

A knowledge of their import is an im-

mense power, for to the competent astrologer a horoscope reveals every secret of life.

Sidelights

on Mars

By W. A. LaNGAN

ARS IS regarded as a planet of
mystery by the occult student
and the man in the street. Mars

has for ages been regarded as the War
God, and is used to symbolize destruc-
tion of life and property. In bygone
times he was by most people blamed for
every destruetive act: gales, floods,
earthquakes, wars, and the like were be-
lieved to be handed out to us by Mars.

Mars is red in appearance and some
astronomers attribute the color to the
surrounding atmosphere, The sun viewed
from the earth takes on a red appear-
ance when seen through a dust-impreg-
nated atmosphere such as we often expe-
rience during a dry summer, and these
astronomers judge the color of Mars ac-
cording to appearances here. But the
red of Mars is permanent and probably
is due more to iron than dust.

The orbital revolution of Mars re-
quired 687 days, that of our earth 365
days. The hourly motion of Mars in its
orbit is 53,000 miles, that of our earth
65,000 miles. Mars rotates on its axis
in 24 hours and 37 minutes; the earth
takes 24 hours.

The nearer a planet is to the sun the
greater is its speed in its orbit. This is
necessary to balance the gravitational
pull which increases as one appproaches
the sun. The speed of Mars is about
15 miles per second; the earth travels
18 miles per second. The centrifugal
force generated by a racing planet must
be sufficient to balance the centripetal
force of the sun, If the pull of the sun
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were the greater, the planet would be
drawn into the sun and dissolved in its
terrific heat which is estimated to be
6000° Fahrenheit at the surface. If the
centrifugal force were the greater, the
planet would race off into interstellar
space out of all control of the parent
sun, ’

Owing to its proximity to the earth,
Mars has been the subject of much study
and speculation. Some astronomers be-
lieve that Mars was thrown off from
the Sun before the Earth, that it eooled
earlier, and therefore the inhabitants, if
any should be senior to us in evolution.
Max Heindel contends that the life on
Mars is of a very backward nature.

The eccentricity of the orbit of Mars is
so large that its distance from the Sun
varies by more than 26,000,000 miles.
The orbit of the earth is nearly cireular
and is 92,700,000 miles from the Sun.
The orbit of the earth is well inside that
of Mars, and on account of the elliptical
course of the latter there are times when
Mars is comparatively close to us. In
1924 he was only 35 million miles dis-
tant. At times of close approach much
study of this planet is made by astron-
The largest telescopes magnify
to such an extent that the surface of
Mars appears to be 1500 times as large
as to the unaided eye. _

I will here give some figures which
are valuable as comparisons. The Sun’s
diameter is 865,000 miles;.its volume is
814 million times that of Mars and 114
times that of our earth.. The diameter
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of Mars is 4250 miles, that of the earth
7,918 miles. The diameter of our
Moon is 2,160 miles. Mars has about
one-sixth the volume of the earth and
seven times that of our Moon, The
Earth has 49 times as much volume as
the Moon.

In 1877 the naval observatory at
Washington reported the discovery of
two satellites cireling round Mars, Pro-
fessor Hall discovered these and named
them Phobos, which means fear, and
Deimos which means terror. So Prof.
Hall must have been suspicious of Mars,
Phobos is probably only about seven
miles in diameter. It is 5800 miles
distant from Mars and races round its
parent planet in 7 hours and 39 minutes;
it rises (apparently) in the west and
sets in the east. Deimos is probably
about 10 miles in diameter. It is 15,000
miles distant from Mars, and takes 30
hours and 18 minutes to circle the par-
ent planet. Our Moon is 240,000 miles
from the earth and takes 27.3 days to
cirele round it.

Phobos, the inner Moon of Mars, must
be an extraordinary place on which to
reside, seeing that it rushes round the
planet three times a day. It startles the
imagination. From Phobos the surface
of Mars must appear as a gigantic mov-
ing pieture. But why this terrific hurry?
A Chinese proverb says that only the
evil hurry.

In general the great speed of the
planets i8 necessary to keep them in their
“orbits against the gravitation of the Sun.
This gravitation symbolizes the love of
the parent sun for its offspring the
planets, ever holding and guiding them
along their courses.

The Moons of any planet have been
thrown off that planet. There are peo-
ple who are backward in evolution, and
when their crystallizing influence be-
comes so great as to retard the evolu-
tion of the whole, the portion of the
planet on which they reside is thrown
off and becomes a satellite of the par-
ent planet. Then they reincarnate on
the satellite and carry on their evolu-

THE ROSICRUCIAN MAGAZINE

tion provided it is not an ‘‘Eighth
Sphere.”” If these stragglers regain
the evolutionary status intended for
them, they reincarnate on the parent
planet; but if they continue down the
retrograde path, their vehicles eventually
disintegrate, and the Moon is then
passed out into interstellar space where
it gradually dissolves back into primor-
dial cosmie substance to be used again
in some future evolution. Our Moon is
a dying body. All life is vibrating;
progress manifests in a higher vibration
of the substance of our vehicles. The
stragglers have to be got rid of because
their slow vibrations retard the evolu-
tion of the planet and all the people
thereon.

Owing to the small size of Mars the
gratitational pull is much less than that
of the earth. A man here is 214 times
the weight he would be on Mars. Five
pounds weight here would be only two
pounds on Mars. Six pounds weight
here would be only one pound on our
Moon. A man who could lift 100 pounds
here would with the same exertion lift
600 pounds on the Moon,

‘What appeared to be canals were dis-
covered on Mars in 1877-79 by the
Ttalian astronomer Schiaparelli. The
controversy is still on as to whether
these canals are water, clouds, vegeta-
tion or something else. Speculation is
still rife. Some canals are 50 miles in
width and 3000 miles long and vary in
appearance in different seasons. Astron-
omers generally agree that ice exists at
the poles and that there is an atmos-
phere and a varying temperature. So
on this basis they assert that life is a
possibility there.

Max Heindel asserts that the so-called
canals are electrical currents similiar to
the aurora borealis. Evidently Mars,
like the earth, is a magnet, and when
rotating acts like the armature of a
dynamo and generates electricity. Any
electricity generated beyond the capacity
of the planet emanates from the poles
in what is known electrically as brush
discharges. These discharges turn back
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over the body of the planet, the north
discharge turning south and the south
discharge north.

At an early period in the evolution
of Mars it circled more closely round
the Sun than at present and had a strong
influence on the iron in the Sun, which
-still contained the earth. ILiater when
the earth was thrown off from the Swun,
the orbit of Mars was changed, and its
influence on the iron in the earth de-
creased. This made possible the develop-
ment of warm red blood. There would
be no heat in the blood without iron, and
iron is a Mars metal. As the blood de-
veloped, we became upright in stature
and the Ego became able to enter and
dwell in the body. Thus each one be-
came a separate individual governed
from within and not from without as be-
fore.

The inhabitants of our earth are un-
dergoing an involution or a dip into mat-
ter and an evolution or extraction from
matter with all the experience gained.
‘We were under the influence of Mars
during the first half or involutionary
stage of the Earth Period. Mars con-
trolled us through his influence on the
iron in our blood and kept man chained
to physical and material life until he
gained the experience marked out for
him. Mars gave infant humanity the
physical energy necessary for evolution.
Mars is the home of the Lucifer spirits,
who are stragglers of the angelic life
wave. In order to advance their own
evolution they wused the vibration of
Mars to gain access to our auras, and
are using us to some extent. They have
developed passion in humanity. Still
we have greatly benefited by their in-
trusion, as they brought about the con-
scious separation of the sexes thereby
making it possible for us to develop a
conscious mind, which is so necessary
for the expression of individuality. But
we must overcome the passional influ-
ence of Mars and contact the vibrations
of Venus, Mercury, and Uranus. Only
by so doing can we hope to develop the
next vehicle, the etheric soul body. The
advanced are already controlling the
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Mars influence and are contacting the
vibrations of Mercury.

Astrologically Mars is partly a malefie
and is Spirit under the domination of
matter. He stands for animal life, de-
sire, generation, instinctual econscious-
ness—all very necessary in their place.
He rules the personality of man, his
physical desires and passions. When
badly placed in the horoscope of a weak-
willed person, in signs and houses in
opposition, conjunction or square to
other personality planets like the Moon
or Venus or to planets like Saturn and
Uranus, he is dangerous. With good
aspeets and when well placed in signs
and houses he gives great physical and
mental energy. It is of great impor-
tance to have a good physical body for
the Ego to work with until such time as
man can consciously function in the
etheric body under Mercury. I would
like to point out that the malefic planets
like Mars are teachers—but very hard
ones.

In conclusion I would draw your at-
tion to'the transcendant intellects of the
astronomer and mathematician, They
have discovered, measured, and weighed
the planets, measured their orbits, taken
the temperature of the sun, and pre-
dicted eclipses and the reappearance of
comets. Because Uranus was perturbed
in his orbit a mathematician named
Leverrier calculated that another planet
existed outside the orbit of Uranus, and
he arrived at the position of this body
so accurately that the astronomer Galle
of Berlin discovered Neptune within
one-half hour after he began looking for
it in accordance with the figures from
Leverrier—and yet Neptune. is 2,800
million miles from the earth. This cal-
culation is one of the most brilliant
achievements of man. Truly man is
reaching up to God. It was Michael
Angelo who said that mathematics is
the skeleton of God’s plan of creation.
And we can only stand with bared heads
when we endeavor to contemplate the
prodigious intelleet of the Divine Archi-
tect who designed the universe and set
the stars wheeling in their courses,
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A Character Delineation of the Children Born between October 24th
and November 22nd, inclusive, 1931.

There are few signs in the zodiae
which give a greater power than Scorpio.
Ruled by Mars, it is a sign of dynamie
force, a spiritual intensity, which, un-
like the emotional intensity of Cancer,
is concentrated, not scattered. Because
of this Martian intensity, the dynamic
urge to DO things, the Scorpio indi-
vidual is often blunt, sometimes sharp-
tongued, and oceasionally overbearing
and egotistic. Yet the presence of the
Sun in this sign tends to exalt the spir-
itual phase of Scorpio for when this di-
vine intensity is thrown into the battle
for spiritual Light it produces the
practical Lover of Humanity. The love
for humanity of the regenerate- Scorpio
is not the wax-lily sort of love; it is an
all-consuming Fire which blazes in the
heart until the very flesh is cleansed of
its dross. It is a Liove which never stops
short of action. It is a Love which gives
the Wisdom of the Serpent, the strength
of the Eagle, and the Eagle love of the
high places of the soul.

Although in the less-evolved Scorpio
individual there is a tendency toward
sensuality, the driving power of the
sign enables him to overcome this part
of his nature even more easily than
some of the other less. positive signs.
Once overcome, the  forece formerly
wasted in sense-gratification becomes the
Open-Sesame to the mysteries of the
occult worlds. This is the reason for

Scorpio being the sign of spiritual re-
generation and occult investigation,
Children born from Oectober 24-31
this year will have not only the Sun,
but also Mercury, Venus, and Mars
all in the sign of Scorpio, so that
the foregoing statements will be par-
ticularly applicable to their case. We
suggest a thorough eduecation in devo-
tion, for psycho-analysts have demon-
strated that religious feeling is the best

NOTE:—We keep back numbers of this
magazine in stock so that parents may eb-
tain a reading for children born in any
month after June, 1917, Twenty-five cents
each.
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method of transmuting the forces which
might otherwise express in an undesir-
able way. They should be encouraged
to take part in much outdoor activity.

Venus enters Sagittarius November
8th and Mercury also enters Sagittarius
November 10th, which may give chil-
dren born the last part of the month a
religious and philosophical temperament.

Aspects affecting children born be-
tween October 24th-November 8th are:
Venus sextile Neptune, Oectober 24-25,
which will give ability to express the in-
tensity of emotion through music; Mer-
cury sextile Neptune, October 24-30,
which will give a keen, spiritual per-
ception, so that by the cleansing and
spiritualizing of the thoughts, the in-
dividual may render great service in
his environment, and attain spiritual
powers (if he makes the effort, of
course) ; Sun conjunet Mercury, Oc-
tober 24th to November 1st, which will
give a very quick, keen, alert mind, ac-
tively interested in the work of the
world, and able to reason out the prob-
lems of the finer forces of nature;
Venus sextile Saturn, October 241h-Nov-
ember 3rd, which again is an excellent
sign of the purification of the emotions,
and the ability to love intensely and
purely, with faithfulness; Mercury sex-
tile Saturn, October 29th-November 6th,
giving a careful, thoughtful type of
mind, well adapted for research work,
either occultly or academically scien-
tific; and the Sun sextile Neptune, Oc-
tober 24th-November 8th, which will
give Scorpio children born during that
time an unusual opportunity for the de-
velopment of spiritual powers, in view
of the great intensity of power in this
sign.

During this time, there are so-
called malefic aspects: the square of
Venus and Jupiter, which is in foree
from October 25th-November 4th, and
Mercury square Jupiter from October
31st-November 8th; children born dur-
ing that time should be taught the
love of the simple pleasures of life, not
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by preaching, but by making the simple
pleasures really pleasureable, as can be
done by thoughtful parents very easily.

Overlapping into the former period
we find the Sun square Jupiter, Novem-
5-22, and the statement made in our
previous paragraph applies also to all
children born during this time; namely,
that they should be taught to appre-
ciate the simple pleasures. Mars con-
junction Venus, November 7-22, gives to
children born during that time an espe-
cially intense emotional nature, and
their parents should give them particular
care physically, so that when the desire
body is born at puberty these boys and
girls may not be handicapped with de-
sires that are beyond their control. Fur-
ther danger is shown during the periods
between November 1-18, when Mars is
square Neptune, Venus square Nep-
tune, November 8-18, also Mercury
square Neptune November 11-19, all of
which show a tendency toward dangerous
psychic practices. However, the sextile
of Sun and Saturn, November 3-20, will
give a strength of character which will
be a protection against delusion.

The following short-period aspects
will modify the aspects above noted, for
children born under their influence, be-
tween the dates given: Mereury con-
junct Mars, November 12-22, giving a
sharp analytical, argumentative cast of
mind; Mars trine Uranus, November
13-22 mechanical ingenuity and inven-
tiveness; Venus trine Uranus November,
15-22, musical talent, and an idealistic
perception of the personal love; Mer-
cury trine Uranus, November 17-22,
originality of thought; Mercury trine
Jupiter, November 21-22 creative imag-
ination, tolerance; Venus and Mars
trine Jupiter, November 20-22 a love of
the good things of life, and ability to
procure them, and also a depth and
loyalty of affection.

A square of Uranus and Saturn, and
a trine of Uranus and Jupiter are in orb
most of the month, giving philanthropie
ideals but obstacles in carrying them out,
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 Astrological Readings for Subscribers” Children

We delineate each month in this depurtment the horoscopes of two of our sub-

- seribers’ children, ages up to fifteen. We also give one vocational reading for a young
man or woman between the ages of fifteen and twenty-five. The names are drawn by
lot. Each full year’s subscription, either a new one or a renewal, entitles the sub-
scriber to an application for a reading. The application should be made when the
subscription is sent in. The applications not drawn by lot lose their opportunity for a

reading.

In applying be sure to give name, sex, birthplace, and year, month, and day of

birth; also hour and minute of birth as nearly as possible.

If the time of birth is

Daylight S't_wing Time, be sure to state this, otherwise the delineation will be in error.
We neither set up nor read horoscopes for money, and we give astrological read-

ings only in this magazine.

BETTY K.

Born December 11, 1916, between 2 :00
and 3:00 A. M.

Lat. 40 N., Long. 75 W,
Cusps of the Houses :

10th house, Cancer-25, 11th house, Leo
28; 12th house, Virgo 27; Ascendant,
Libra 21-29; 2nd house, Scorpio 19; 3rd
House, Sagittarius 21.

Positions of the Planets:

Venus 16-23 Scorpio; Sun 18-57 Sagit-
tarius; Mercury 28-28 Sagittarius; Mars
7-19  Capricorn; Uranus 16-40 Aqua-
rius; Jupiter  25-35 Aries, retrograde;
Moon 8-46 Cancer;  Saturn 29-29 Can-
cer, retrograde ; Neptune 4-34 Leo, retro-
grade.

- The Sun, representing the individual-
ity, in this horoscope is pldced in the
inspirational sign of Sagittarius and is
well-aspected by a trine of Jupiter and
a sextile of Uranus, the former giving
vision, broad-mindeduness, a sense of
right proportion, and some executive
ability; the latter giving inspiration
and desire for investigation along new
and.original lines. These qualities will
be more or less predominant in the na-
tive. . : : ,

The Moon, representing to a consider-
able. extent the personality, is situated
in the home-loving, retiring, emotional
sign of Cancer in the 9th house. The
9th house, however, corresponds to the
9th sign, Sagittarius, which contains the
Sun; therefore, the aspirational, devo-
tional, and philosophical qualities will
be in evidence in the native. The 9th
house being-that of long journeys, the
Moon here will give' 4 desire for {ravel

to distant places. Obstructions and
difficulties may develop in connection
with such journeys, however, due to the
opposition of Mars, but the trine of
Venus to the Mcon will introduce a
pleasant social element and tend to bring
them through to a suceessful conclusion.
The opposition of Mars to the Moon also
introduces an element of temper which
will have a tendency to run amuck at
times, but which should be carefully
controlled.

The artistic sign of Libra is rising,
with its ruler, Venus, in Scorpio in the
last degrees of the first house. This will
give a pleasing personality, particularly
as Venus is trine to the Moon, but there
will be an erratic element in it due to
the square between Venus and Uranus,
giving a desire for the unconventional
in society and social relations which,
however, need not be gratified beyond
due limits, for it can be kept within
bounds if due care is exercised.

Jupiter in Aries in the Tth house, the
house of partnerships and the publie,
trine to the Sun and Mercury, indicates
that marriage would probably be success-
ful and will materially promote the in-
terests of the mnative. The square of
Saturn to Jupiter, however, introduces
an element of obstruction due to fearful-
ness and a certain degree of selfishness
which tends to make the native consider
herself ahead of others. If this quality
is restrained and dominated, the square
of Saturn will not produce the obstacles
which will otherwise appear.

Mercury in the 3rd house in eonjunc-
tion with the Sun, aldo Mars exalted in
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Capricorn in the Srd house, will give an
active mind and a liking for mental
pursuits such as speaking and writing.
Reporting might be a vocation that
would be agreeable to the native. Mars
in Capricorn gives some mathematical
ability. Mercury trine Jupiter gives
breadth of vision and also brings educa-
tional advantages.

This horoscope has a very fair balance
between the two classes of aspects, the
squares and trines, the former introdue-
ing enough difficulties of temperament
and environment to produce an inner
urge toward accomplishment, and the
latter giving the ability and resources to
actually bring this into effect. It is the
type of horoscope that provides many
opportunities for advancement in evolu-
tion.

NORMAN L. R.

Born May 13, 1928, 6:30 P. M.
Lat. 43 N., Long. 88 W,
Cusps of the Houses:

10th house, Lieo 29; 11th house, Libra
1; 12th house, Libra 26; Ascendant,
Scorpio 17-05: 2nd house, Sagittarius
17; 3rd house, Capricorn 22.

Positions of the Planets:

Saturn 17-29 Sagittarius, retrograde;
Moon 7-19 Pisces; Mars 27-49 Pisces;
Uranus 6-03 Aries; Jupiter 25-31 Aries;
Venus 9-51 Taurus; Sun 22-58 Taurus;
Mereury 5-10 Gemini; Neptune 26-24
Leo.

Fixed signs on the angles in the hor-
oscope of this child denote that his
greatest success will lie along a profes-
sional line of a fixed nature and this is
further indicated by the position of the
Sun in the fixed sign of Taurus. The en-
ergy and endeavor of those governed by
the fixed signs are usually best spent
when directed along one certain line; in
faet it is found that such a child will in-
tuitively follow a certain fixed path
throughout life with all his activities
linked in a greater or lesser degree to the
performance of one particular work or
activity.

By the sign Leo upon the Midheaven
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or 10th house of Norman’s horoseope we
perceive that he will be much inclined
toward the positions and honors. offered
in the professions covered by this fixed,
fiery sign, namely, the theatre, specula-
tion, or the teacking and training of
children. His ability to succeed along
these lines is well indicated by the posi-
tion of the benevolent Jupiter and the
intuitive and original Uranus posited in
the fifth house, also ruled by Leo. TUra-
nus in this position indicates that he will
possess a keen interest in the things
ruled by this house. He will also be im-
pelled toward pioneering along this line
as shown by the position of the-pioneer-
ing sign Aries on the cusp of the 5th
house. Jupiter in the same sign, Aries,
should endow Norman with a splendid
personality which will aid him in win-
ning the battle of life. Furthermore
the mystical and divine planet Nep-
tune is shown elevated in the sign of
Leo, in the house of the higher mind,
whilst Jupiter plows a.trine to it from
the fiery sign of ‘Aries. This trine will
be of considerable value to Norman in
Lis inner life helping him to rise above
any limitations of the spiritual Self, .
The soft, pleasant and harmonious
Venus in the 6th house, that of health
and employment, denotes that unless he
abuses his body, Norman ¢an enjoy good
health throughout life, The Venusian
demands moderation, and any excess will
tend to cause disharmony and nullify
the influence of this benefic. Further-
more its position in this house will help
Norman to gain through employees and
will help to make his relations with em-
ployees harmonious and pleasant. Iis
position in Taurus the sign ruling the
throat should give the boy a fine voice
which might also prove an aid in earn-
ing his livelihood. :
With his Sun, the planet which signi-
fies the individuality, in the Venusian
sign of Taurus this boy will be of a
harmonious nature, although with the
sign of Scorpio on the Ascendant he
will econstantly be thrown into conditions
of a martial or discordant nature which
may cause him some unhappiness. The
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planets Mars and the Moon in the 4th
house and posited in Pisces seem to indi-
cate that this child will not be inelined
to a very permanent or settled home life
but may rather care to wander some-
what or else he may be prevented from
enjoying a quiet home life.

The Sun and Mercury in the 7th house
would indicate an interest both mental
and gpiritual in the public and part-
nerships in general, particularly those
of an artistic or finanecial nature as
Taurus rules the cusp of this house. The
parents of this boy should help him to
develop individuality as the Moon in
Pisces tends to give the native a worri-
some and despondent, outlook on life, at
times fostering a lack of self-confidence
which may act as a detriment in the life,

VOCATIONAL
GEORGE W.
Born Jaunary 17, 1914, 8:30 A, M.
Lat. 40 N., Long. 82 W.
Cusps of the Houses:

10th house, Scorpic 29; 11th house,
Sagittarius 20; 12th house, Capricorn
12; Ascendant, Agquarius 8-21; 2nd
house, Pisces 26, Aries intercepted; 3rd
house, Taurus 3.

Positions of the Planets:

Uranus 6-57 Aguarius; Saturn 11-48
Gemini, retrograde; Mars 10-13 Cancer,
retrograde ; Neptune 26-51 Cancer, retro-
grade; Moon 7-29 Libra; Mercury 21-36

Capricorn; Venus 20-33 Capricorn;
Sun 26-37 Capricorn; Jupiter 29-01
Capricorn.

This horoscope has the progressive,
inventive, humanitarian sign of Aqua-
rius rising, with its ruler, Uranus, prae-
tically on the Ascendant. This means
that the inventive, original qualities of
mind will be well to the fore in the
temperament and disposition.  The
Moon, representing the instinetual mind,
is placed in the artistic sign of Libra,
which should give a liking for art and
musie, particularly as it has the trine
of Jupiter, Uranus, and Saturn. The
Moon also represents the publie, and the
trine of Saturn gives the ability to
gain the favor of the public by con-
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scientious, careful work. The Moon,
moreover, is the ruler of the 6th house,
that of employers and employees. There-
fore, it is likely that the native would
be able to take up some branch of either
art or music as a profession. Music might
be preferred on account of the fact that
Neptune is in the 6th house.

Although the instinetual mind runs
along the lines indicated in the above
paragraph, still we find the most out-
standing combination in the 12th house,
that of ripe destiny, this ecombination
consisting of a fourfold econjunction of
the Sun, Mercury, Venus, and Jupiter.
This is a very strong combination in
itself, and since it is placed in the am-
bitious sign of Capricorn in the house
of fate, it is quite likely that the'forces
here involved will be the determining
ones in the life of the native and over-
rule his natural liking for art and music
to such an extent that they become an
avocation instead of a vocation. The
12th house is the house of institutions
of all kinds where people are taken care
of who have lost the ability to take care
of themselves. When the 12th house
contains planets like Saturn, Mars, or
Uranus, it frequently means that the na-
tive is obliged to pay up his debts of
destiny in that inearnation through sick-
ness or confinement; but when the 12th
house has the benefics like Jupiter,
Venus, and the Moon therein, it means
that the native is given the opportunity
of paying his debts of destiny in a profit-
able and pleasant manner by service to
others, particularly those who may be
sick or unfortunate. Combinations of
this sort frequently preduce the physi-
cian, and if this profession should ap-
peal to George, he would undoubtedly
succeed in it. Also he could succeed
through institutional work, in which he
would probably rise to a position of
authority and trust. Capricorn, how-
ever, being an earthy, ambitious sign
tends to make the native too ambitious
for his own advancement, and this qual-
ity would have to be watched, otherwise
he might frustrate to some- extent the

(Continued on page 606)
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This department is devoted to a study of
the Rosicrucian Philosophy by the Socratic
Method, the material being taken direct
from the “Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conception.”

(Continued from October)

Cosmo-Conception, pages 385-386

Q. What reforms are coming into effect
relative to incorrigibles and crim-
inals?

A. Corrective methods and merey are
becoming more and more prominent
in the administration of the laws, as
is shown by the favorable reception
which has been acecorded that very
modern institution, the Juvenile
Court. TFurther manifestation of
this same tendency may be noted
in the increasing frequency with
which convicted prisoners are re-
leased on probation wunder sus-
pended sentence; also in the greater
humanity with which prisoners of
war are treated of late years.

Q. Of what are these changes the van-

guard ?
These are the vanguard of the
sentiment of Universal Brotherhood,
which is slowly but surely making
its influence felt.

Q. What is the world in general very
unwilling to consider?

It is unwilling to eonsider anything
that is, as it thinks, too unselfish.
There must be ‘‘something in it.”’
Nothing is regarded as an entirely
natural line of conduct if it offers
no opportunity for ‘‘getting the
best of’’ competitors. Commercial
undertakings are ‘planned and
conducted on that principle, and
before the minds of those who are
enslaved by the desire to accumu-
late useless wealth the idea of Uni-
versal Brotherhood conjures up
frightful visions of the abolition
of capitalism and its inevitable con-
comitant, the exploitation of others,
.. with the wreck of ‘‘business inter-
“ests”’ implied thereby. The word

“‘enslaved’’ exactly describes this
condition,

Q. What is stated in the Bible regard-

ing this condition ?

According to the Bible, man was to

have dominion over the world, but

in the vast majority of cases the re-
verse is true—it is the world which
has dominion over man. Every man
who has property interests will, in
his saner moments, admit that they
are a never-failing source of worry
to him; that he is constantly schem-
ing to hold his. possessions, or at
least to keep from being deprived
of them by ‘‘sharp practice.”” He
is the slave of what, with uncon-
conscious irony, he calls ‘‘my pos-
sessions,”” when in reality they
possess him. Well did the Sage of

Coneord say, ‘‘Things are in the

saddle and ride mankind.”’

What is the cause of this state of

affairs?

A. This state of affairs is the result of
Race religions, with their system of
law; therefore do they lock for
““One who is to come.”” The Chris-
tian religion alone is not looking
for One who is to come, but for One
who 18 to come again.

(To be continued)
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The White Rose Chain

Today I will think good thoughts,

I will do only good deeds,

I will be kind to every living thing;

My heart will then be pure as a white
Tose, .

And T shall see God in everything.

The Whispering Spruce
@ree

By FLORENCE BARR

S YOU have walked under the

beautiful spruce trees, breathing

deeply of their health giving
fragrance, have you ever heard them
whispering together? Perhaps if you
had been care-free, with the heart of a
child, you might have heard what they
were whispering about—even as Rosalie
and Dick did. Then too you might have
had a wee little friend like Elf-kin. Elf-
kin never laughed at the children’s
ignorance of Nature’s secrets. No, he
helped them to know more of life and
its mysteries.

In the shade of their favorite tree,
Rosalie and Dick and their little friends
Ruth and Robert were having a pienice
lunch. This beautiful spruce tree, so
tall and straight, was very impressive
surrounded by younger spruce trees,
which seemed to look up to it.

You may not know that trees have
secret ambitions—just as girls and boys
have. They long to be great, to be
noted for something special. In the

Friendly Grove each tree family had its
own mission in life, and the wind in the
trees sang of the Great Plan of the One,
whose love provides for the needs of all.

The children, of course, knew that
houses, furniture, and many other use-
ful things were made from trees. The
boys knew that the straight sturdy
trees made just the very best masts for
ships, and fine telephone poles. They
had -a happy time thinking of all the
things that trees could be used for and
it really made a good guessing game.
But none of them guessed the secret of
their favorite tree, and perhaps you do
not know either. ‘‘Listen in’’ quietly
now with the children and you then will
know.

Half in and half out of the favorite
tree—ecalm and graceful-—stood the beau-
tiful Tree Spirit. Her gauzy draperies,
shimmering like silver, shed a soft ra-
diance around her. Her eyes shone like
two bright stars, radiating a warm glow
and. light over everything in the grove.
As she glided out of the tree she smiled
at the children. Then in a motherly
way, as though wishing to draw them
closer to her, she whispered softly to the
trees around her. Of course, trees do
not talk as we talk, they have their own
way of whispering, and we have really
to feel what they say. That is why we
must always have a kind heart and
gentle eyes for Nature’s secrets can be
seen by gentle eyes and only in the si-
lence can her voice be heard.

““Dear- trees,”” whispered the beau-
tiful Tree Spirit, ‘‘our happiness is made
by our friends, the long golden sun-
beams which filter through the green
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roofy bower and warm the friendly
grove into life and beauty. Reaching
osward the sky our topmost branches un-
fold silently in the presence of the One
who has made all things bright and
beautiful. For back of all things beau-
tiful in Nature is the bright radiance of
the Presence.

““The time has now come for some of
you to go out into the wide world to serve
and thus fulfill your mission in life, do-
ing your part to make the Great Plan
come true. The wood of your beautiful
bodies and branches will be useful to
your big brothers. You will not lie idle,
oh no, for some of you will be changed
into great white sheets of paper on
which strange things will be written.
You will not understand what it is all
about, but your big brothers will and it
is all in the Great Plan.

“Do you see the little girl in the
pretty silk dress sitting in the shade of
our friendly grove? How happy she is!
She is so pleased with her pink silk dress,
which makes her go like a pretty pink
rose. Maybe she does not know that her
dainty dress was once a beautiful tree
like one of us. But we know it. In
the long ago silk was always the dis-
tinguishing mark of royalty, but today,
beautiful fabries of rayon make it pos-
sible for everyone to be clothed in ‘what
appears to be silk.” Some of you dear
trees may make your big sisters very
happy indeed by being changed into soft
rayon of gay colors.

“‘Is it not wonderful that each one of
you, without thought of self, has a part
to play in the Great Plan, and that none
is overlooked ?”’

The beautiful Tree Spirit then seemed
to draw the other trees still closer to
her as she whispered again the legend
they loved to hear—of the little bird
with the broken wing, who sought shelter
when she ecould not fly. Some of the
trees in the forest were selfish and did
not heed her cery, but a friendly spruce
tree offered shelter and protection
against wind ‘and storm. Because of this
unselfish lové for the helpless little bird
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the spruce trees are ever green, though
the other trees in the grove are stripped
of their leaves by the harsh winds. But
winter and summer—all through the
year—the friendly spruce trees whisper
to those who pass beneath their boughs
of the love of the One who protects and
cares for all.

Probably if Elf-kin had not been with
the little picnic party they would not
have heard so clearly. But as it was,
they were charmed to learn the sacret of
their favorite tree and the Friendly
Grove will be dearer to them now that
they share the secret.

Rosalie likes better than ever her
pretty pink rayon dress, which appears
to be like silk. Indeed she feels almost
like a little princess.

The boys now are trying to find out
what they have that is made of rayon,
which appears to be silk. They have just
about<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>