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Zhe Mystic Light.

J Wouly

E. J. Bopy

To the Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conception.

I would engulf thee, Book, within me,
Book of green and the Golden Star,
And the Rose upon thy cover
I would plant in my Spirit’s Yard,—
The Words of the Only Message
fiven by the holiest of men,
I would read, till at last my soul-form
Would glow with the Sacred-Gem.
I would stand in the Holy of Holies
And commune with my Father-Light,
Go back to the Burning Fire
Out of the weary night.
I would read thy Message, compelling,
And learn of Life and of death,
I would tread where the Brothers have trodden
And use what for me They have left.

I would do, I would dare in silence,
Ah yes, I would stand the nails

And the thorns, if they forced the teardrops
I would smile, for what avails

It the Ideal cannot be planted
In my Center Self as seed,

Then these few years here on earthland
Were a sad, sad waste indeed.

I would pags thee, precious Cosmo
To all souls deep in the mire,

And would tell them of thy Secret
Of man’s pilgrimage from the Fire.

I would live till the life within me
Would shine with radiant hues,

Al Book, T would do past doing
For the sake of thy Wonderful News.

The Rosicrucion Hellowship

ITS MOTTO, MESSA GE AND MISSION.

A Sane Mind.

Editor’s Note:—The following article has been
taken from warious lessons and writings pub-
lished by Max Heindel in the past. We will
conclude it by giving as nearly as possible the
future work of the Rosicrucian Fellowship.

At various times, and in different ways hu-
manity has been given religions suited to spur
them onwards upon the path of evolution. In
each the ideal was made just high enough to
rouse the aspirations of the class of people to
whom it was given, but not so high as to be be-
yond their appreciation, for then it would not
have appealed to them at all. The savage, for
instance, must have a strong God, one who
wields the flaming sword of lightning with

A Soft Heart.

A Sound Body.

mighty hand. He ecan look up to such a God
in fear, but would despise a God who would
show love and merey.

Therefore, religions have also changed as
man has evolved, the ideal has been slowly rais-
ed until it has reached the highest stage in our
Christian teaching. The flower of religions is
always given to the flower of humanity. In a
future age a higher religion will of course be
given to a more advanced race, there can be no
end to evolution, but we maintain that the in-
visible leaders of humanity give to each nation
the teaching best suited to their eondition. Hin-
duism helps our younger brothers in the East,
but Christianity is the Western Teaching, par-
ticularly suited to Western People.
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Thus we see that the mass of humanity is
faken care of by the religion publicly taught
in the country of their birth, but there are al-
ways pioneers whose precocity demands a high-
er teaching, and to them a deeper doctrine is
given through the agency of the Mystery School
belonging to their country. While only a few
are ready for such preparatory schooling, they
are taught privately, but as they increase in
number the teaching is given more publicly,

Such is the case in the Western World at
present.  Therefore the Brothers of the Rose
Cross have given to the writer a philosophy such
as published in our various works, and sanc-
tioned the launching of The Rosicrucian Fellow-
ship to promulgate this teaching. The pur-
pose being to bring aspiring souls into contact
with the Teacher, when by serviece here they
have shown their sincerity and given recason-
able assurance that they will use their spiritual
powers for service in the other world when they
shall have been initiated therein.

These higher teachings are never given for
a monetary consideration. Peter in olden days,
severely rebuked Simon the Sorcerer who want-
ed to buy spiritual power that he might pros-
titute it for material gain.

We have sct down in our literature, as an
axiomatic teaching, that every object in the vis-
iblé universe is the embodiment of preexistent
invisible thought; that ¥Fulton built a steamboat
and Bell a telephone, in thought, before these
things were manufactured in wood and metal.
Likewise an author plans a book in his mind be-
fore writing.

A Mystery Order must also frame its spirit-
ual philosophy to meet the necessities of the
people they are deputized to serve. That work

may require centuries, and as the work of sci-

entifiec investigators is carried out in the seclu-
sion of their laboratories; as their tentative con-
clusions, caleulated to foster the intellectual ad-
vaneement of the race, are withheld from the
masses, until proven to the best of the scientiste’
ability, so also the spiritual teachings intended
to foster soulgrowth among a eclass of peop’e
are kept from the many until their efficacy has
been demonstrated in the case of the few.

But, os inventions, theories or projects some-
times pass the experimental stage, and arc re-
jected unless fitted for general use, so alsd a
gpiritual teaching must reach a point of com-
pletion, where it may be launched for genecral

o

serviee in the world’s work, or die.

Thus it has also been with the Western Wis-
dom Tecaching formulated by the Rosicrucian
Order to blend with the ultra intellectual mind
of Europe and America. Our revered Foun-
der, Christian Rosenkreuz and the twelve KEld-
er Brothers whom he selected to aid him in the
work centuries ago, probably first made a retro-
speetive study of the trend of thought during
our era and maybe for milleniums before; and
thus they were able to obtain a fairly accurate
conception of the direction likely to be taken
by the minds of future gencrations and deter-
mine the needs of their spiritual requirements.
Be their method what it may have been, their
coneclusions were right, when they judged that
“pride of antellect,”” ““intolerance’” and ‘‘im-
patience of restraint’ would be the becetting
¢ins of our day, and they formulated their phil-
osophy so that it satisfies the heart at the same
time as it appeals to the intellect and teaches
man how to esecape restraint by mastering sclf.
The thousands of appreciative letters from peo-
ple all over the world, in the highest ranks and
the lowliest walks of life attest the great soul-
hunger and the satisfaction all classes of people
find in this teaching, but as time goes on, fifty
vears, a century or two hence, when scientific
discoveries have given color to more of the
things stated in the Cosmo Coneeption, when
intelleets have become yet broader, the Rosieru-
cian Teachings will give satisfaction of soul to
millions of enlightened spirits.

This being the ease, you will appreciate the
care which the Elder Brothers must take ere
confiding so important a message to anyone,
particularly as such a teaching may only be
given out at certain times. As plants are plant-
ed at a certain time of the year, so also must
such a philosophical seed be planted and the
book published, in the first decade of the ecen-
tury, which commences a new eyele, or oppor-
tunity is lost ‘till the next cyecle rolls around. .
One messenger had proved faithless by 1905.

In the fall of 1907 Max Heindel went to
Europe to study a teaching which seemed to
bear the stamp of truth, but upon investiga-
tion proved dreamy, impractical and inade-
quate. At the time when his disappointment
was deepest, the Elder Brothers of the Rosicru-
cian Order, who are now Hierophants of the
lesser Mysteries, offered him the coveted in-
struction on condition that he keep it secret.
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Being himself consumed with soulhunger, Mr.
Heindel realized the burning desire of millions
of starving souls and refused to accept for self
a teaching he might not share with all the world.
Later he found that by this very refusal he had
passed the final test of the KElder Brothers, who
had been trying him to ascertain if he possess-
ed the unselfishness and fidelity to prineiple
they required-of their messenger. The Rosicru-
clan Mystery Teachings were then confided to
his care, with instruction to preach and publish
this message to the world.

Then the Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conception was
written and it marked an entirvely new depar-
ture in this class of literature for it not only ap-
pealed to the mind and gave a logical explana-
tion of all religious mysteries, bhut it also satis-
fies the heart to the fullest extent. Therefore,
it has won its way through the ‘World with
amazing expedition. Three large editions were
required within the first year and a half to fill
the demand and a fourth edition was ordered.
This is in itself a most convincing testimony
that many, many thousands of students have

- found in this book what they have long sought
elsewhere in vain.

The first draft of this book was made while
Mr. Heindel was still in Europe with the Eld-
er Brothers as the heavy atmosphere of Europe
—wherein  broods the Group-Spirit which
rules the land made it most conducive to deep
concentration—it is noteworthy in this conmnee-
tion that . P. Blavatsky was also brought to
Europe when she wrote the Secret Doctrine.
‘When this draft numbered about 350 MS. pages
Mr. Heindel thought that the work was finished
and believed it ready for the publisher but the
Teacher told him that though he might feel
much enamored of his work at that time, when
he should arrive in the eclectric atmosphere of
America, he would look at it in a different light
and there be able to write a book such as would
be impossible in the atmosphere of Kurope.
This seemed impossible at the time but after a
few weeks stay in America, when the MS. was
re-read by the author, he found that it would
not answer at all, and at once set about re-writ-

and amplifying the book
later finished in Buffalo about September, 1908.
The MS. was then laid aside and held until the
carly fall of 1909, when the Lectures at the
Seattle Bxposition had been finished. Then the
work was taken up again and much new matter

ng which was

added, so that in Oectober, 1909, when Mr. Hein-
del went to Chicago the book was over 500 pag-
es.  Later, in the 2nd, 3rd and sth editions a
valuable index was added and other matter
which made the book over 600 pages, and we be-
lieve it now to be the most complete text-book
upon Christian Mysticism ever published. No-
where do we find illustrations so pointed, ex-
planations so logical and language so choice and
definite that it cannot be misunderstood by any-
one who wishes really to know.

But one man, no matter how diligent, can
do but little to alleviate the sorrow and suffer-
ing of the world. Therefore, the Rosicrucian
Fellowship was formed to be an instrument in

the hands of the Teachers, a wider channel
through which spiritual light and power

may reach the world.
(To be continued.)

Pavable of tie Submarine Mar .
W. STuART Lurco

ITE Kingdom of Heaven is likened unto a
man who desires to explore the deep
Not being able to enter it clothed
in his dense (physical) body, he uses his wis-
dom, gathers his own, and constructs a suitable
craft with grappling arms and search-light eye,
Machinery is placed within and when his sub-
marine is completed he launches forth and sinks
into the briny deep for experience. Ie labors
in his new world gaining experieuce, but be-
comes s0 absorbed that he forgets his former
existence in the air world, or higher region.
3y the very mnature of the construction of
the water-world, he cannot look up and sec the
In the course of time a fellow being

sea.

air-world.
in a like eraft meets him and tries to convince
him that there is a world called an air-world
He believes it not until he
it taught how to examine into his former life
and that the very machinery within himself

right above him.

if properly used will carry him safely back
through the portal he entered.

In coming to this world we entered from the
inner, or higher worlds by way of the heart.
The physical body, brain and mind are but ve-
hicles to the soul, corresponding to the subma-
rine-hoat of the man in this parable.
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Wite andx the Coin of Jts Realn

Evzaserin E. FLEMMING

“Little Flower growing in the -crannied wall
I pluck you out of the crannie, and hold you,
200t and all, in my hand, if I could know
‘What you are, root and all—All in all,

I should know what God and Man is,”

-

S a knowledge of the growth of the lit-
tle flower in the crannied wall a mys-
tery to the Rosicrucians?

Life with it’s effervescing flow holds a fas-

eination for the conscious mind, presents a nev-
er ending source of pleasure in the analysis of

it’s many phases and possibilities. To some it
is a ““‘Stirrup Cup’’ filled to the brim with nee-
tar for individual delectation, or a sponge per-
haps, to be saturated with the follies of the
age, and then cast down by the way-side, a men-

ace to unwary feet, or possibly, a warning to a
newly awakened soul. Whatever it may be, it
bears a problematic solution for the secker of
mysteries.

‘What is life,—is a question that hag come
down to us through unfathomable ages. Lex-
icographers define it as ‘‘ Animate FKxistence’—
“Vitality’—“The time during which soul and
body are united.”” A great Feyptian teacher
answers the query thus, “Life is Light and In-
telligence ;”’—‘Life is Law and Wisdom to use
all teachings” said Buddha;—While Zoroaster
says, ‘‘Tire and Energy, Life embraces them
all, even Law and Wisdom.”’

The Nazarene, greatest teacher of all ages,
said, ‘T have come that ye may have Life-—and
that more abundantly.”” In this He has voiced
the desire of all things existent, from animal to
man. A never-ceasing cry for more life rever-
berates throughout the world. More activity,
says one; more knowledge, says another; more
enjoyment, says a worldly one; perfect health,
responds a fourth. Bach according to his heart
finds an answer.

Orpheus, who charmed all animate and in-
animate objects with his duleet lyre, declared
music and harmony were the scerets of Tuife.
“Love 1 the secret of perfeet Life,”” said Chrigt
Jesus.

‘While all three are expressions of Life, not
one defines it.

Persistent Will is the necessary power to cast
aside the bulwark that has kept the world for
ages in this attitude of questioning. The royal
path is fitted for the feet of those possessed of
a patient determination to understand the ques-
tien with its probable issues. Men of erudite
ability have exhausted reams of paper explain-
ing their lack of knowledge and have retired
from carthly seencs, accompanied by their un-
solved problem. The man who realizes his ig-
norance is the one facing the path that Ieads to
the solution. His face is turned toward the Vi-
tal Star of genuine substance. Wisdom, the
jewel of great price, is obtained by intensity of
desire.

The Occultist’s theory of re-hirth is the sol-
ution that satisfies him, as he sees the Ego, and
traces its path after it passes out of earthly ex-
istence, until it reappears again in a new ecarth
This theory also shows that cach soul is
an integral part of God, enfolding all Divine

life.

possibilities, as the seed enfolds the plant.

In the early times few were willing to ab-
rogate law for Love—but to the few the Teach-
er came and two thousand years later we arve
awakened to our oneness, and Love that had its
inception in self extended to offspring—then

to families, communities, countries and nations,
and now, to humanity. Even racial love is mak-
ing way for universal love, and with this comes
We no
longer ‘‘see through a glass darkly,”” oar new-
Iy-awakened consciousness stands at the portal
of a new era, whoge dawning bears to our latent
sense powers for forming mnew ideals for the
future, where we shall know ourselves and
others as Creators, having full and complete
control over our own and other embodiments.
When at the ecommand of the Great Intel-
licence a whirlwind disturbed the innermost
depths of the ““Sea of Knowledge,” truth and
wisdom appeared on the surface and the light

a recognition of an indwelling Creator.
7
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they gave forth shed a radiance that encompass-
ed the earth; and gave to the ‘“Secker of
Truth’’ shining threads of Thought. The rad-
iating golden star of the mind shot athwart the
sky of learning, giving man of its inherent
greatness. Then—the key of former lives turn-
ed slowly in the lock of rebirth which had been
Iabricated by the oil of concentration, and re-
vealed to the pioneer who had gone in the field
afar many gathered treasures whose escence had
been evolved through ages, from joys, and sor-
rows; from the brimming measure of these, the
precious substance was extracted, each Life con-
tributing its portion to round out the whole,
and the seeret of the need of living was made
known in the one word, Rebirth.

Wordsworth’s belief in rebirth is expressed
in terse terms: ‘‘The weight of ages did at once
deseend on my heart.”’

No distinet remembrance, but weight and
power—power growing under weight.

We are often asked if rebirth is a fact, why
do we not remember events in past lives? TIs
it not reasonable to suppose that the brain mem-
ory, which is fickle and uncertain, registers only
experiences of this life, past lives leave their
records on the seed atom. Training brings the
soul to consciousness, with memories of the past
preserved. Concentration opens a new world,
a self-conscious universe wherein is reflected all
mysterics; also past seerets handed down for
ages. Jesus said, ‘I have placed pillars of
strength in My Temples, which are more se-
curely anchored than a rock imbedded in the
gands of the desert, and from them shall flow
living springs that shall assuage the thirst of
man and the waters shall surge against the re-
echoing rocks of his consciousness until it shall
oive forth a message for the uplifting of human-
ity, whose cause shall center at the Altar of the
Temples of my chogen ones, who are the pure
channels of my message to the world.”’

Qome of the greatest thinkers of the world
have advocated this theory of the ‘‘Inner
Shrine’’ in the life of man; a hidden altar
where he can enter the silence and worship in
his hours of joy and carry his saerificial sclf in
his hours of poignant guffering, a secret con-
fessional, where he ean receive absolution and
start anew on the path of regeneration.

Tife is our capital—Shall we spend it care-
lessly or invest it? Tvery organ of the body is
under the same law. Our daily food is first

strength and animal spirits. In the higher lab-
oratory it is refined into imagery and thought.
In still higher, courage and endurance. In-
vestments in the spiritual realm bring a com-
pound interest. There we double and quadru-
ple capital. In true thrifit on the spiritual
plane that which is expended enriches beyond
the dreams of avarice.

The harvest must be the same as the seed
sown. True friendship gives its meed in re-
turn, and it is the same throughout the gamnut.

Our philosophy teaches that man is a being
of degrees—that all things in the world are re-
peated in the body—he is simply mierocosm.
There is nothing investured in hig body that is
not reproduced in the celestial sphere of hig
mind, and his brain contains that which is re-
capitulated in his moral system.

“In nature human, the material bond

Is not the strongest, but the fond

Ideal, that weaves the strands of strength

And builds the character of men at
Iength.”’

Do not fail to grasp the hest ideal of the
moment. If you do something better than your
neighbor, though you dwell on the mountain
top the world will make a path to your door.
Do not worry if your path does not open up be-
fore you today, simply wait : Opportunity never
fails to present itself, where the ability to use
1t is invested in you, then when it comes take it
at once, if you hesitate it will seek a more con-
genial atmosphere; it has naught to do with 1
waiting policy. Do not forget that diligence is
the ““Mother of good luck,”” never linger long
on the worry path; it weakens the soul for itg
daily struggle.

The progression of Life today is but ful-
fillment of the promise of ages. When it first
started on the path of evolution, a myriad of
Cults, dice like from the cup of Fate, were toss-
ed into the channel. Some of such fervid faith
that they were bathed in seas of blood. We of
the later ages have the blessed privilege of
gathering fragrant blossoms from the garden
of the world’s beliefs to correlate with our own
microcosm, which is supplied with all things
necessary for our happiness. All seets are dif-
ferent—as they come from man, while morality
ig ever the same, because God-given. The clam-
or for an unrelated Deity eulminated in the cen-
tering of the Christ Spirit, which taught man-




RAYS FROM THE ROSE-CROSS | 7

kind the secret of the ‘“‘Inner Shrine.”” Kach

Temple is a breathing, animated poem of the
““All-wise Father.”” May they ever be illumin-
ed by a fire that shall burn incense before the
sacred altars of high ideals. Tvery heart real-
izes the need of a calm ‘‘Inner Sca’ where love
trimmphant shall stand sentinel at the door, ex-
cluding the human heart from a careless world,
perhaps a heart of gold, whose multitudes of
secrets may surprise the one who has kept them
through ages, locked inviolate in the casket of
unecongeious memory.

Life, the period when soul and body are
united, is of Divine apportioning; man’s rela-
tivity with this existence is a problem to be in-
vestigated and solved by himself. Tife’s rid-
dle must be separated into its constituent parts
and co-ordinated with his own nature. Inheri-
‘tance may presemt ideas that will Iead him
to a campus where through atavistic tenden-
cies that will beckon him to paths he has hither-
to not cared to traverse—but an earnest desirve
to live the Life will cause the secrets of the
““Inner Shrine’’ to be revealed to him through
his own mentality, which will be stronger than
the call of the blood and will prove at length
an outlet that will lead away from the recur-
ring characteristics that seek to dominate and
enthrall him.

Ags we look about us and see how all things

abound in Life, we understand that this redun-
daney expresses the intent of a wise Creator in
the dissemination, and acceptance of Iig opu-
lence, which is ours by right. If we cultivate
the Law of Receptivity, things temporal are
likely to follow in our train. The teeming myr-
lads of lesser life that surround us are the
fruition of this opulence, and the correlating
specific between the All Wise and Nature’s
God, whose riotous method of producing is
simply the adequate means for the adjustment
of demand and supply, of which we can form
but little estimate, as that is the initiate of the
Creator alone.

Mankind does not hesitate to say that there
is a Great Potentiality, a wonderful, innate,
magnetic something, not casily understood, that
is developing humanity to a better state of con-
sciousness, giving a desire for better and high-
er possibilities. We who undersiand, recog-
nize in this, life’s unfoldment outward. Seem-
ing gives but little aid to the student of Life.
But people who have passed years in the wilder-
ness do not always thrive in the Gardens of Hes-
perides. The path from the Cross to the Crown
i not easy, and reaction is true to itself.
Doubls scem light cargoes to carry through ex-
idtenee, but their weight fs likely to swanp
their boats when Life’s storm breaks.

Now Ready - - - “The Message of the Stars”

3y the time this magazine reaches you the ‘“ Message of the Stars’ will be rveady for dis-
tribution and if you have not already sent in your order you should do so at onece, for this is a
wonderful book, a mine of information, written in such a clear beautiful style that even Part
II, the Medical Astrology, can be understoed by any layman.

36 Example Horoscopes

36 Example Horoscopes are used to illustrate the science of Astro-diagnosis and they show
strikingly the stellar symbols of the diseases most eommonly met.

This book of 700 pages embodies the experience acquired by the authors through many years
of practice during which time they have sueccessfully diagnosed many thousands of horoscopes.

The arts of reading and prediction are thoroughly explained.

To those who delight in the

philosophical side of Astrology it offers numerous discourses on esoteric Astrology—It is a

marvel. Price $2.50 Post Paid.
IN SENDING REMITTANCES TO HEADQUARTERS IN FUTURE KINDLY MAKE

ALL CHECKS AND ORDERS PAYABLE TO THE ROSICRUCIAN FELLOWSHIP.
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The Tan Telp Ring . . . Wao Tz

A Study in Comparitive Religion and Excgesis.

BY SaT. H. GENTIS, 0. M. F. C.

MONG the great books that have bheen
able to persist through the ages the
Tao Teh King of the Chinese Sage of

26 centuries ago is one of the most attractive
to the philosophically inelined mind.

It contains a knowledge of the Inner life.
It communicates and deseribes conditions and
periods of the life of the Soul in such an encour-
aging and binding manncr that the earnerfs
seeker for truth cannot fail to be influenced by
it if he persistently tries to penetrate into its
mysteries; and when he has reached a diserim-
ination and an understanding of tie metaphors
in which the book is given, if after repeated and
continuous efforts he has become attuned to the
inner meaning of the words of wisdom which
the Grand Old Man of China has left behind
for his education and souls benefit; then he can
only, with so many others come to the conclu-
sion that this Sage was greatly advanced in
Evolution and was in harmony with the Spir-
itual Fountain of Wisdom, before the comment-
ator had left the darkness of life’s night.

This then becomes a stimulus towards an
enlargement of the aurora.

He sees that light is existent, he grasps the
fact that more light would make life not only
more comprehensible, but also more worth liv-
ing, and more worth having suffered for and
that after all, Life without spiritual enlighten-
ment is dull and unbearable and that all the
attractions of the world are ephemeral and
superficial, that their transitoriness and child-
ishness never can satisfy the soul, and that
however difficult the way towards that diviner
and more sublime life may be, never can abso-
lute satisfaction exist without reaching it, and
not only without reaching it, but without being
able to communicate it.

But he also learns from Lao Tzu’s great
epic how difficult is the task before him, how
small is self, how long and weary the road, how
nearby defeat and far away victory, and how
true the saying ‘“Many are called but few are
chogen.” Many start on the road, but few con-
tinue unto the end. C

I have studied this Legacy of Old China
many times and even now I wish to approach
it with the greatest reverence and humility
for only a small part of its beauty and wisdom
have entered into my understanding. How-
ever, I will do my little bit towards the spread-
ing of this great stream of divine wisdom .

For those who are not in touch with this Iit-
erature I will give some particulars about Lao
Tzu’s person and his time which is necessary
for the general understanding of the value of
his work. We should not forget that our west-
ern mind has a strong tendency to arrogance.
We often think ourselves as Christians, the
forerunners of mankind, and so backed up by
our ignorance, we send migsionaries to lands
like China and India, who often have a crude
unphilosophical idea of a dogmatic Deity full
of human faults. Trying to teach people who
had at their disposition centuries before our
Christian age began, philosophers of a far great-
cr wisdom and understanding, than our modern
exponents of the oufer teachings of an inner,
sublime Religion.

The study of comparative religion breaks
down those walls of sectarianism, in which cach
little seet is imprisoned, and thinking their way
the better, if not the only way of reaching the
Divine Souree of being. When breaking those
walls away, and seeing the Unity of life we then
begin to feel true brotherhood encompassing the
savage (even the modern one) and the Saint.
Also we perceive the Tternity of the school of
Life, and how the Divine principle -has been
teaching mankind with the same wisdom and
compassion throughout the ages, be it through
a Lao Tzu, a Buddha, a Zoroaster, a Pythagor-
as, a Plato, a Jacob Boehme, a Thomas a IKem-
pis, a Jesus Christ or one of our modern ex-’
penents of Divine Wisdom, the schools of the
Theosophists or the Rosicrucians, all, and each,
according to their elasticity of understanding,
and according to the measure of their capacity
to assimilate its spiritual and moral food.

If we take that attitude, Lao Tzu’s work be-
comes one of the present time, and the gospels
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are not mere saint history, but to the contrary,
prove to contain a vade mecum, a sign post,
for our immediate future, also we find in the
Upanishads (i.c. Nichekchas story in the Kath-
opanishad) and in the Book of the Golden Pre-
cepts, real Tight on our path of soul develop-
ment, light that is of value if Tollowed, light
that does not lose itself in vagaries, each and all
of these as so many repetitions of the great call
of the Oversoul to its personalities. The great
voice of the Silence

—so0 often heard and heeded not.

But to the point. Lao Tzu means *“‘The Old
Boy.”” Why did ke have such a strange name?
The vox populus said his mother was pregnant
with him for 72 years and when he was born he
was an old man. Of course this is absured as
folklore usnally is, if taken on the surface. But
with our modern insight into the philosophy of
rebirth and with the knowledge that some more
advanced ones that condition of soul’s
growth in which they remember a former life,
the folklore becomes more comprehensible.

So if Lao Tzu did remember his former life
and brought with him the memory and under-
standing of an old man of 72, well muy his phil-
osophic insight into life he understood, and also
the rude travesty, which the man in the street
made of this half understood position. But how
right was his nick-name—The Old Boy—which
totally replaced his family name of Li—mean-
ing Plum. According to some he was born 1321
B. (., but what do these things matter? I do
not ask you to love him because ne belonged to
an anecient age—Ilike some people love ugly ob-
jects solely because they are old and rare. His
wisdom does not belong to our present, but
solely to Our Future, and as it contains help
towards that future, towards that state of
greater bliss and less misery, therefore T ask you
to study him and love his teaching. For if our
brothers travel a diffieult dark road, is there not
great hope and encouragement for the one who
is behind if the one who is ahead ealls through
the darkness of the night ““Home is here—
Light is here—Warmth is here. Hold on! Do
not despair, do not lie down by the roadside!
1”7 And that the old Chinere Sage

reach

Strugele on

does—but he does it with the sublimity of his
salmness of knowledee, which is greater than

all of our enthusiasm.
The Chinese language is one of great mys-
tery, expressing itself in idioms which are com-

heard throughout the ages -

plicated to our minds. Translation of its real
meaning needs to be different according to the
insight of the translator. If he had understand-
ing of the subject by experience the symbology
would be easily grasped and translated. If he
is prejudiced by religious bias, or if non-elas-
tie, he is liable to mistranslate even with the
greatest knowledge of that difficult language
at his disposal. To explain the meaning of a
text I must have more elasticity than the trans-
lators whose work I follow else my work is not
needed. And I will permit myself that breadth
if it pleases those translators or not. If they
cay ‘‘That does not exactly stand in my trans-
lation,”” I shall answer ‘“‘But it should have
stood there according to the meaning of the
text.”” Neither do I follow the numerical order
of the chapters, they are apparently all mixed
up, and those things which appear to me to be
fundamental, the first steps, come somewhere
in the middle of the book. So let us take chap-
ter 28 of the best translation I know, I mean
(!, Spurgeon Medhurt’s, and let us call it chap-
ter A, because without this change the rest is
not. so comprehensible; it reads:

(a) ““One conscious of virility, maintaining

muliebrity is a world channel. From a world
channel the unchanging cnergy mever departs.

Thig is to revert to the state of infancy.

(b) ““One conscious of brightness, placed
in shade is a world model. In a world model
the unchanging energy remains undiminished.
This is to revert to the unlimited.

(e¢) ““One conscious of merit, eontent in dis-
In a world valley the
This is to re-

grace, 1s a world valley.
unchanging energy is sufficient.
vert to simplicity.

(d) ““‘Simplicity seattered, becomes capacity
and in the hands of the Holy Man adminis-
trator.

(e) ““Thus the Supreme Mancate may not
he sundered.”’ )

Now here is a statement that is extremely
elucidating. It is moreover a climax. Three
degrees of soul-states are mentioned—three de-
grees of Discipleship: the conditions pertaining
to each—the results obained—the final goal.

There is the mentioning of a Power called
the ““Unchanging Energy’’ and its quantitative
demonstration in each of these states, and if we
ponder upon them it becomes clear that they
speak about a growth of soul which is not the
every day condition of all men around us, but
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is rather that of the Few who run ahead of
mankind.

The curious statement of the first Stanza
is that it reverts to the State of Infancy.

(This statement involuntarily rveminds the
western mind of the Christian Gospel words:
“Whosoever will obtain the Kingdom of Heav-
en is as a little Child.””)

Of which Lao Tzu says: ‘“‘The trunk that
can scarcely be embraced sprang from a tiny
shoot; the tower that is nine stories high was
raised from a mound of earth; the journey of
a thousand miles commenced when the foot was
placed on the ground.”’

(And do not the Gospels again tcach us that
the Kingdom of Heaven comes not with force,
but by yielding from within?)

Further we know that in initiation the nco-
phyte is referred to as a youngster. Thus to
mention this state as that of Infaney clearly is
saying that the development of the soul is not
a thing of a minute but a question of growth
from a small beginning.

Let us compare the growth of our mind. Is
mind given to us all of a sudden—one day with-
out it the next day with a professor’s mind?
Not at all. Even in one life it means a glow and
sure building, but it is clear that those who have
built before, in former lives build quicker and
better, (like skilled laborers would build better
and quicker a mansion than unskilled men.) So
then that Divine Principle, which is the Budd-
ha, or the Chrigt in Man, that conscious aspect
which is above the mind, to which the mind has
to bow and which it has to obey, and which will
bring forth the Kingdom of Ieaven in Man.

So we see that the mind is not a present, a
ready-made kind of instrument, but a growth
of principle from a state of infancy into matur-
ity ; during each carth life, of which the same
chapter speaks in its final lines: **Simplicity
scattered, becomes capacity,’’ cte.

And under what conditions is that principle
born and can it endure and where does it come
from ?

““Conscious of virility maintaining mulie-
brity.”” Those are the original conditions. Now
what does that mean?

Suppose we are the director of a new band
of musicians who are potentially able to make
a sublime harmony but who as yet lack co-op-
cration and good order.

‘We have there the eymbals and the big drum,

the trumpets and the clarionet, the cellos and
the first violin, also the solo-singer. As long as
every one was tuning, we could not hear, far
less appreciate the soloist. But presently the
dirvector calls to ‘‘attention,”” the cymbals will
only be heard at rare intervals, the big drum
may be there but is lightly used. Then it will
be possible to listen to the first violin, as it ac-
companies the soloist. .

So it is with our life in the senses. As long

“as the lower vibrations are preponderant, no

possibility exists of the higher ones demon-
strating. But when we are aware of our lower
possibilities, when we have reached virility and
we have become, so far masters of our passions
that we ean maintain the restfulness of the neg-
ative principle, the nondegirous purity of the
Unconscious Virgin, then we are ready for the
Divine demonstration which is the beginning of
our Cosmos, and the last of our Chaos. Then
the Christ beginsg to speak in man, (then the
soloist can be heard), then even if we have
done but little towards its development, an art-
ificial opening is made by the ‘‘Unchanging
Tinergy,”” which is the cause of our being—
the causal consciousness, therefore “‘ever exist-
ing,”” therefore unchanging, the God in man.
And as through an artificial waterway which
we call a channel for water flow, so this condi-
tion is, when conipared with the world valley
mentioned in the 3rd stanza above quoted,
where a natural opening, a greater wideness
ihan a c¢hannel. a valley is the chosen metaphor
to express the preliminary condition of growth,
which is called a ““world channel.”’

It then we have reached that condition in
which more enlightenment has become our part
than that which most people around us have,
what is the natural consequence?

We become congcious of brightness. The chance
of becoming conceited is however prevented.
We beecome aware of the power of greater dis-
crimination, of that deeper insight, though
only a humble roll is allotted to us, and we see
a hundred others who are comparatively our
inferiors in mental evolution, not only get all
the fat of the carth, but being overloaded with
honors, having success,, which to all appear-
ances is unwarranted, positions which are very
often far above those we might at any time
have hoped to obtain, even indeed in their dark-
ness and ignorance practically having the com-
mand over us, at least for a time in our life.

)

»
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We believe the law of compensation adjusts all
things justly.

Of Lao Tzu the story runs that one of his
disciples was asked where the Master was?
That disciple answered, ‘‘Didn’t you see a poor-
Iy elad man at the northern arch with two long
arms and looking like a beaten dog? That was
He.”’

And the things appear not to have changed
much sinee the times elapsed between his dem-
onstration and our precent day, so that reader,
if you are anxious to score a success in the world
—if you desire to be rich or honored—do not
pray for an ‘‘immitatio a Christi,” do not ask
to become a disciple, for then you will at least

have to begin to be placed in shade and to be
placid while you are there moreover, and that
is not everybody’s ken. Then you may be a
model to the world but may not yet have ob-
tained an increase of that ‘‘Unchanging En-
ergy’’ which is pointed out to you as the cause
of your greater enlightenment, as it is the cause
of all our being. It only remains undiminished.
This again reminds us of the saying in the Ba-
gavad Gita “‘For Yoga comes and goes.”” (Yoga
being that Union with God which is the same
as the Unchanging Emnergy.)

But there is a prize at the end of this per-
iod. 1t reads further in the same stanza, ‘‘This
is to revert to the Unlimited.”’

Certainly if one can leave this body at will
and move over the face of the earth in his
higher vehicles or even throughout this Planet-
ary system—if then one compares that condi-
tion with the limitations to which the ordinary
man is subjected, imprisoned by his body, dull
and sleeping more than fifty per cent of the
time, and the other half of it only aware of it
through his very limited physical senses—well
then may the so far evolved disciple be called
““Unlimited.”’

Clertainly there is a great advance reached
here. - Day and night have disappeared, life and
death have become One, the departed. are near,
the far away can be visited, those in need be
comforted, those befriended spoken to. Still is
all attained?

The next Stanza answers this question.
Not only brightness but even merit is ob-
tained. Theosophists would say good Karma
has becone preponderant, one has been, maybe
for years, busy in helping others, be it mentally,
physically, morally, and still disgrace follows,

But the Unchanging Energy answers. Now the
Disciple becomes the World Valley pointed out
already, in how far that world wvalley is ad-
vanced abeve the world channel. His natural
condition is one through which the Divine flow
of energy goes naturally instead of artificially,
and as a valley is an opening in the material
world so his growth in the spiritual may be
compared therewith. Then the Unchanging En-
ergy becomes sufficient. Only then when suffi
ciency ig obtatned can action result. This is to
revert to Simplicity, or what is simple is One
and oneness is Unity, which is harmony or At-
one-ment with God.

Take Jesus, was he not in disgrace immedi- .
ately after trying to clucidate mankind? And
if you trace the lives of any other man on the
path you will generally find such periods of suf-
fering where to pay them honors the world
would have been totally inadequate.

I do not know what the cause of it is. We
are told that ‘‘the path is steep,’” or ““sharp like
a razor,”” and sce such statements repeated over
and over again in books on the Occult side of
life then there must of course be some funda-
mental reason.

If the sea is calm we are all good helmsmen,
but when a storm sets in the real Master of the
ship shows his nerve and qualities and seaman-
ship. So it is in life, and the discouragement
and even disgrace often met on our upward
trend is like that storm on the sea. They who
sail through it, pass no mean examination in
life.

What follows then: Simplicity—better Uni-
ty—At-one-ment.  scattered becomes capacity
and in the hands of the Holy Man admin-
istrator.

Lao Tzu says “‘The Supreme Mandate is not
sundered.”’ ~And the Gospels again: ‘‘Nobody
comes to the Father (principle) but through
me, the Christ.”’

(To be Conlinued)
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dn the Tand of the Witing Dead

PrENTISS TUCKER

(Continued from April.)

IMMIE slept no more that night. Ie
@3 ) lay awake, pondering over the things
which had happened and gradually

there came over him the convietion that the
greatest lesson of all had not been told to him
but had been left for him to find out for himself.

He began to reason the thing out in his
mind. Why had he been selected and shown so
many wonderful things? It was not to gratify
his curiosity, that was certain. It was not that
he might here and there pick out some one to
whom he could bring a moderate degree of con-
golation for the loss of loved omes, although
that was doubtless, one of the minor purposes.
What could it be, the great idea which lay be-
hind ?

It was not that he should cure the sick, al-
though Mr. Campion had told him a great deal
about the curing of physical illness by work
upon the vital body. It was not that he should
tell the story of his adventures in the Land of
the Living Dead for he had been especially
warned that he must not do this since spiritual
experiences will not stand repeating, and be-
sides, he had been told that he would not be be-
lieved.

ITTe remembered that the greatest IMealer
Who had ever lived had never, so far as he
could recail, gone out of His way to heal. e
had healed many, it is true, but only, as it were,
as a side issue, only healing those who had ob-
truded themselves upon Him and whose de-
mands had been more or less ingistent. Then
what was he to do? For what great purpose
had he been instructed?

Healing was not the great reason, nor com-
forting of the sorrowful. Training of his own
personality as an end in itself was out of the
question—for that would have involved the ele-
ment of selfishness. Tt must be something which
he was to pass on to others—that much was
clear, and he began to reason from analogy.

Suppose, he thought, he were a very wealthy
man, what could he do with his money in order
For one thing, he could
3ut, on the other

to accomplish most?
give money to those in need.

hand, giving money to the needy is not always
wise. It is apt to breed more troubles.than it
cures.

He could build factories and divide the prof-
its with his employees. That would be better.
That would be helping others to help them-
selves.  When Christ was on earth, He per-
formed many miracles, and the Power which
could multiply a few loaves and fishes until
they were enough to feed thousands, could
doubtless have turned stones into gold. Why,
then, did not Christ abolish poverty hy giving
gold to all the poor people whom He met?

The Christ, he reasoned, looked at the mat-
ter from the standpoint of the great Sun-Spirit
that He was. He knew these people to be evoly-
ing spirits whose progress from the pain and
unhappiness of the lower stages of evolution to
the great joy and happiness and splendor of
the higher grades, was dependent solely upon
their spiritual advancement and not in any wise
upon their accumulation of money or property.
He knew that spiritual advancement is more
often retarded by the possessions which, heing
close at hand and prominent, seem to their own-
er to be the most desirable things whieh life
has to offer, therefore He gave them those
things which were the most valuable, help, en-
couragement and teaching along those lineg
which, if followed, would bring the only real
and permanent reward. In other words, Christ
helped His followers to help themselves along
the lines of spiritual achievement.

This life, Jimmie realized, taken as a whole
from the first differentiation of the individual
spirit within the great being of God, before it
starts on its long pilgrimage, until the final day
of liberation when the aspirant can speak the
glorious words ‘It is finished,’” is like a school,
and in it we learn our lessons and the same law
holds good as in our childish sehool days, and
that is, that no one else can leain our lessons
for us. A teacher can only help and encourage,
lead and point out the way. The actual acquire-
ment of learningmust be work done by our-
selves.



RAYS FROM THE ROSE-CROSS 13

True, the child at school can be forced, by
fear of punishment, to study, questions and ex-
aminations can disclose fairly well the extent
to which he has applied himself. But the pun-
ishment, or the fear of it, does not accomplish
anything except to spur on a careless or lazy
mentality. The learning acquired is the result
of the child’s own effort regardless of what may
have been the incentive.

So, carrying on the analogy, spiritual ad-
rancement is the vesult of the spirit’s own
work.  For the majority of mankind, since it
is entirely ignorant of the faet that it is in
school, ignorant of the law of spiritual growth,
henee devoid of incentive.

The education of a c¢hild who will work only
under the threat of punishment is of very poor
quality compared with that obtained by one
who knews that it is receiving a training which
will help it get on in the world and who conse-
quently tries to study and assist the efforts of
the teacher. »

Jut this education, although far surpassing
the first, makes a poor showing compared with
that obtained by the child who has a real thirst
for knowledge and who needs neither the lash
of fear nor the spur of self-interest to urge him
011,

So with spiritual growth. At first it is fos-
tered by fear, fear of death, of eternity and all
the other fears which operate on mankind.

This stage of gpiritual growth ig excessively
slow, life after life showing but little gain.

When self-interest becomes the motive progress

It is however only when
self is forgotten and the man works for love
that is swift. Then he
reached the stage desceribed in the Parable of
the Prodigal Son when, being yet a great way
off, the Hather saw him and went to meet him.
pondered these things ecarefully.
The great purpcse was not healing nor conso-
lation. These were by-products, so to speak.
The great purpo e must be connected with help-
ing people to help themselves. The key to the
preblem evidently lay hidden there.

Now, how was he to help others to help them-
selves?  Spiritual advancement can come like
education, only through the spirit’s own efforts.
3ut achievement when made only under the
gpur of the law of compencation and when the
result is not incorporated into the spirit until
after death, is very slow.

is a little more rapid.

alone progress has

Jimmic

The child at school, even if unwilling to
learn, can see and understand the geography or
the spelling book whose lists of names and words
it is required to memorize. The spirit, learning
under the lash of the great Twin Laws does
not understand but is learning blindly.

A knowledge of the laws of Rebirth and
Consequence would he a great aid to many. Tt
would show them what they were doing and
why they were doing it and in a great number
of cases it would speed up spiritual progress
wonderfully.

Jimmie felt that this was not the real answer
to his problem but he also felt that it was on
the road to that answer and he was sure that if
he should do his best to spread the knowledge
which he had gained—not the details of his
adventures, but the great fact that a tremen-
dous and wonderful spiritual life is going on
around us all the time, and that at death we
merely step out of our physical cocoon into that
glorious freedom—if he should do his hest to
spread this knowledge and that of the great
Twin Laws—he would later be given his real
answer, .

At the training camp to which he had been
assigned Jimmie soon plunged into his work
with earnestness. It was not hard work yet, for
his superiors had consideration for his physical
condition, and made things as casy’ for him as
they could. In fact he had had one entire week
after landing with nothing at all to do and he
had spent that week getting acquainted with the
Ie had
thought of visiting his home but the leave given
him was not quite long enough and he was un-
able to get it inereased.

Walking around this unfamiliar city, he
amused himself and practised his newly budding
powers by watching the auras of the people he
met. Not the people with whom he became ac-
quainted, for Mr. Campion had been very par-
ticular to point out that it was forbidden to
any occult student to investigate the aurie col-
ors of any person whom he might personally
know. Such investigation must be concerned
only with strangers and those with whom it was
not at all likely that an acquaintance would ever
be made.

Tt had not been long that he had been able
to see the aura and at first he had not realized
what it was hat supposed that he was affected

¢ity near which his camp was located.
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in some way by shell shock. - When first he had
elimpsed the lightly changing colors which come
and go around the head and shoulders he had
thought his eyes affected. Marjorie had told
him cf auras and he had scen the color around
the head of his nurse when first recovering con-
seiousness, but somehow or other these impres-
sions had been too light and when he actually
saw the real thing after the first glamor of the
life behind the veil had worn away, he did not
reecgnize it.

He had first seen it in the trenches.
ber of new men had been assigned to his com-
pany when returned to the front and he had
been watching one of these men, when a well
aimed shell of small caliber had whizzed very
cloce above the top of  the parapet and neav
where this man was standine. The man did
not move nor did he exelaim bat stood as ealmly

A num-

as though he had been a veteran of twenty
vears of trench warfaze. But to Jimmie, watch-
ineg him, he appeared suddenly to be enveloped
in a elond of gray like a fog. This was modified
Ly considerable gearlet around the head whieh
showed that the man was afraid but that it was
the fear of a brave man for he was angry too,
partly at himself for being afraid. It showed
too, that while the man felt fear yet he was n
perfect control of himself and would not allow
himself to show it and thus he proved himself,
to Jimmie, to be one of the bravest of the brave.

This first glimpse which Jimmie had of the
aura was not a very clear one. ITe had the im-
pression that his eyes had suddenly clouded a
little with moisture which, he thought, might
explain the gray mist, but the appearance of
scarlet had puzzled him. For several days he
had not had a recurrence of the sight, but after
that it had come more and more frequently,
espe-ially after he had recognized it for what it
was and had heoun to practise the use of it.
Later still. he found that he eould look at the
majority of men and tell whether they were
telling the truth, whether they were afraid or
nct, whether they were angry or not and just
how much.

And s4ill Iater, he had begun to tell the dif-
ference between the aura and the vital hody
which he had not been able to distinguish at
first except that he knew the aura % be consid-
erably outside the vital body in its extent.

During his voyage he had exerciged his bud-
ding power on the members of the crew and

those with whom he was sure he would not be
thrown into companionship later. This had been
unsatisfactory, however, for the members of
the erew did not display much variation in their
aurie coloring and the colors they did have were
generally of a muddy and confused variety.
Even when they had little bickerings among
themselves they never showed the pure scarlet
but only a muddy, dirty red considerably mixed
with other colors.

Here in the city, however, it was different.
There were plenty of people who showed only
the undeveloped colors, it was true, but there
were some whom he saw on the street, whose
auras were beautiful. He visited a church the
first Sunday morning, thinking that the:e at
least he would find the higher shades of the
rarer colors but he was disappointed.

The most beautiful shade of blue he wit-
nessed was that unconsciously owned by a little
old lady who would, no doubt, have been very
much surprised had some one told her that
she was more spiritual than the minister him-
self.

Often on the street Jimmie would see a well
dressed business man with a most kindly and
benevolent expression and an aura which de-
noted greed, envy, lust and ecruelty and he
would woncer what such a man would do in a
world where such things were visible to all. If
we can only keep our self-respect here because
we are able to make others believe we are what
we are not, although possibly trying to be, then
in a world where the character is an open book
to all who care to read, what shall we do? Ob-
viously it is “‘up to us’’ to lay the foundations
of character of which we shall not be ashamed
when it is visible to all.

Jimmie made a mental note that the driving
home of this truth was one of those things which
he wag intended to acecomplish. Perhaps it was
part of his answer.

(To be Continued)
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THE FOUR KINGDOMS
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(Tenth Instalment.)
Continued from April.
UESTION. When will the
mammalia be a purer and better type
of humanity than we are now?
A. In the Jupiter period.
What will be the condition of some of our
present humanity in the Jupiter Period:
There will be some who will be openly and

prezent

avowedly wicked, so much «o that they
will not then be able to conceal their pas-
sions as is now possible, but will be un-
abashed about their evil-doing.

What is to he noted in this exposition of the
connection between the liver and the life
of the organism?

Tt is to be noted that in the English, Ger-
man and Seandinavian languages the

came word signifies the liver, an organ of

the bady, and also “‘one who lives.’

Which of the four kinedoms are correlated
to the World of Thought?

The mineral, plant and animal kingdoms.

Do any of the animals have the facalty of
thinking?

Some animals think, but ’lhi‘y are the high-
est domesticated animals which have come
in close toueh with man for generations.

What illustration ean vou give of this con-
dition?

A highly charged wire will induee a weaker
current of clectrieity' in a wire brought
cloge to it: or a man of strong morals will
arouse a like tendencey in a weaker na-

ture, while one morally weak will be

o~
s’

Q.

A.

overthrown if brought within the influ-
ence of evil characters. All we do, or say,
refleets itself in our surroundings, and
this is why the highest domestic animals
think, Man’s thought vibrations have
““induced’ in them a similar activity of
a lower order.

What is the great and cardinal difference
between the human and the other king-
doms? .

Man is an individual. The animals, plants
and minerals are divided into species.
They are not individualized in the same
gense that man is.

Is not mankind divided into races, tribes
and nations?

Mankind is so divided, but that is not the
point. For instance, if we wish to study
the characteristics of any species of the
lower animals, all that is necessary is to
take any member of a selected species for
that purpose. When we learn the char-
acteristics of one animal, we know the
characteristics of the species to which it
belongs.  All members of the same ani-
mal tribe are alike.

Do the above facts hold true in regard to
human beings?

They do not. If we want to know the char-
acteristics of Negros, it would be neces-
sary to examine each individually, be-
cause that which was a characteristic of
the single individual does not apply to
the race colleetively.

(‘an the biography of an animal be written
as we would write that of a man, and
why ?

1t ean not, because there is in each man an
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individual, indwelling spirit which dic-
tates the thoughts and actions of cach hu-
man being; while there is only one group-
spirit common to all the different animals
or plants of the same species.

‘Where are the group-spirits of the three
lower kingdoms located ?

They are variously located in the higher
Worlds, as will be shown when we in-
vestigate the congciousness of the differ-
ent kingdoms.

What is necessary to remember in regard
to erystalization of forms?
It is necessary to remember and clearly un-
derstand what has been said about all the
forms that are in the visible world having
crystalized from models and ideas in the
inner Worlds. .
Can you give an instance or iliustration of
this point?
As the juices of the soft body of the snail
crystalize into the hard shell which it car-
ries upon its back, so the Spirits in the
higher Worlds have crystalized out from
themselves the dense, material bodies of
the different kingdoms.

Are the so-called ‘“higher’” bodies emana-

tions from the dense body ?

Although the ‘‘higher” bhodies are so fine

and cloudy as to be invisible, they ave not

by any means emanations from the dense
body, but the dense vehicles of all kingdoms
correspond to the shell of the snail, which

18 crystalized from its juices, the snail re-

presenting the Spirit, and the juices of its

body in their progress towards crystaliza-
ton representing the mind, desire body and
vital body.

From what source and for what purposc

were these various vehicles emanated?

They were emanated by the spirit from it-

self for the purpose of gaining experience

through them.

‘What is it that moves the dense body where

it will?

It is the spirit that moves the dense body

and not the body that controls the move-

ments of the Spirit.

What is the key to the different states of

consciousness in the various kingdoms?

The more closely the spirit is able to enter
into touch with its vehicle the better can it
control and express itself through that ve-
hicle and vice versa.

Q.
A.
Q.

A.

AL

Q

Q.
A.

b~ b
S el s
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How many vehicles has the mineral?

One, a dense body.

In which Region and to which World is
this vehicle correlated ?
The Chemical Region
World. :
How many vehicles has the plant and what
arc they?

of the Physical

Two, a dense body and a vital body.

In which Regions of the Physical World
are these vehicles located?

In the Chemical and Etherie Regions.
What are the vehicles of the animal?

A dense body, a vital body
body.

and a desire

To which worlds are these vehicles correl-
ated?

The Physical World and the Desire World.
How many vehicles has man, and what are
they?

Tour vehicles, a dense body, a vital body,
a desire body and a mind.

To which Region and World is the mind
correlated ?

To the Regiocn of Concrete Thought of the
World of Thought.

Where is the separate Ego segregated?
Within the Universal Spirit in the Region
of Abstract Thought.

How many vehicles does man possess?
Man possesses a complete chain of four ve-
hicles correlating him to all divisions of the
three Worlds.

Which vehicle does the animal lack?

The mind.

TTow many vehicles does the plant lack?
Two, the mind and the desire body.

‘What vehicles does the mineral lack?

The mineral lacks three links in the chain
of vehicles necessary to function in a self-
conscious manner in the Physical World,
viz: the mind, the desire body and the vi-
tal body.

What are the reasons for these various de-
ficiencies?

The Mineral Kingdom is the expression of
the latest stream of evolving life; the Plant
Kingdom is ensouled by a life wave that
has heen longer upon the path of evolution;
the life wave of the Animal Kingdom has
a still longer past; while the life now ex-
pressing itself in the human form, Man,
has behind it the longest journey of all the
four Kingdoms.

(To be Continued)



Buestion Bepariment.

Thye wm‘quahtu nf ﬂ}r Sexes .

I would like to ask a
thinking woman
thought of it

UESTION:
(uestion that any
would ask. I have
many times in my life.

Can you or some onc at the Fel-
lowship tell me why the male sex

have bcen the lIeaders and controlied almost
every teaching and everything all the way

down the line from Adam till now?

Is it any wonder that perhaps the majority
of men (wkether they say it or not) think they
are the superior sex, and are to control and di-
female? In veligion it has been male
leaders, and the Bible scems to be responsible
for this. Every great leader, spiritual or ma-
terial, has been a man all the way before Jesus
and since. Why is it? Will it ever change?

In the New Testament, 5th
C'hap. 22nd vs., “Wives gubmit your-
selves unto your husbands as unto
for the hushand is the Lead of the wife as ever
Christ is the head of the Church and Ile is the
Savior of the body.”’

T think there is something very wrong about

reet the

in Ephesiang
1t says,
the Liord,

this, or it is not properly understood.

Answer:  Each Spirit is complete in itself
as both male and female. It takes a female
body at different times in order to learn the
lessons of life, and it was during the latter part
of the Lemurian Epoch that the sexes were
divided. The Ego, the real 1, is

If we view this in the 1‘ig‘ht spirit we
not find the inequality mentioned in the above
letter. We have all been in male bodies, alter-
nately, and also have we expressed in the fe-
It is mneeessary for our evolution that
(See

sexless.
can-

male.
we have this experience in both sexes.
page 160, Cosmo-Coneeption.)

The coul needs certain lessons that ean only
be learned in a strong, positive male body. The
experience helps to equalize or balance it S0
also the negative feminine birth is necessary o
teach the spiritual, idealistie, wife and
mother qualities. While the male expresses the
gtronger physical, vet he has the negative vital

loving

body. Te is therefore more interested in the
material, commerecial side of life, has been more
positive in this direction and therefore devel-
oped the dominant spirit in the world.  The
positiveness has asserted itself and has there-
fore also held back that which he has always
considered that other side
of him, the female quality which is not express-
ed through the physical. The teaching of the
Bible 1‘09‘;11*({111_«1 Adam and the rib has been
We admit that
through the ignor-
the translators of the Bible (which by
the way were also men), they have translated
this for their own good and they have placed
woman 1in this position whether it was inten-
tional or through

weak and feminine,

woman’s most dangerous foe.
this has been misconstrued,

ance of

the divisions
of the words are not correet and vowels are mis-
translated.

ighorance, for

To say that man has controlled every teach-
ing is somewhat { If the question-
er will ook back into ages, she will find that
woman has played a very prominent part in
ruling and shaping nations and religions. Many
of the best and strongest rulers of the Europ-
can countries for centuries past have been of
the female sex, and teday some of the most be-
]nwd Churches and Soci-
eties arve also at this present day presided over
b}‘ WOomen.

far-reaching.

rulers are Queens.

Man’s strength of the physical body and
his positive will make him very dominant. He
asgerts himrelf where a woman will draw back.
She iq naturally of and has
the man to dominate. For
this rearon you will find that an advanced soul
that has reached the point where it has free-

a sensitive nature,
always permitted

1

dom to choose its sex, usually chooses the male
hady ag it has more freedom in its actions and
on the work that it is destined for,
greater freedom. Therefore the stronger
choose the male body, to have greater
freedom as leaders.
‘Will it change?

can
with

carry

souls

Clan this be doubted when
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we see what woman has accomplished in the
past twenty-five years? She has reached a per-
iod where man must recognize that she ig his
helpmate, companion. She is no longer looked
upon as too ignorant to be his confidant.

The elimination of meat and liquor will
play a prominent part in cqualizing the sexes.
Man will be more gentle, kindly, and consider-
ate of the weaker ones. When he is taught comn-
passion for the animal and that
ment ‘‘Thou shalt not kill”’ is to be recognized,
it will make him much considerate of
others, and as humanity becomes more enlight-
ened this inequality will in time ccase entirely.
The lower tribes, the Ilottentot, Indians, and
even the Oriental, still kcep the female in ig-
norance and subjection, but the more enlight-
ened, the more highly evolved man is recogniz-
ing in woman his equal. Even today the news
has come that the League of Nations will recog-
nize Universal Suffrage.
that she is not to get her rights?

For ages, woman has been the silent foree,
the inspiration of man, has strengthened and

the command-

Hore

(fan woman still feel

helped her husband to rise to the front.

Many of our greatest men of the past ages
owe their succers to the wife or mother, and as
he grows spiritually and morally stronger he
will acknowledge her as his equal.

3ut if we look at it from the right point of
view, can we blame man entirely for this in-
equality ? Man has been brought into the
world, has Leen given birth, by the woman, the
mother.  She has had his developmient in her
hands.  During the prenatal period and before
puberty, when the mind was ready for mold-
ing, she has guided this boy, has started him on
way to manhood, and the mother’s teach-
ing has been very vital in shaping the world.
Has woman done her part? TIs there not some
blame to be placed to the mother, and not alone
to the man? Ie would not he here had it not
been for the mother, and let us remember that
the future of the nation is in the palm of the
hand of the mother. She can shape it if she is
only uneelfish enough and willing to sacrifice
her own interests in the bringing up of the fu-
ture rulers of nations.

From Animal to Man.

The

Question : Rosicrucian teachings are
so beautiful and understandable, except the

theory of the human having passed through
other species of creatures. This to me does not
accord with the history of creation as it is re-
corded that ‘“‘man ’’was created in the image
and likeness of “*God,”” and it scems to me that
is true. Also, that nothing in nature indicates
a mixture of different specices.

Answer: It is not a fact that man ever
was an animal or plant but as he first hegan to
evolve from a spark of light, a virgin spirit,
there was a time when he had only a dense
body. . This dense body was not solid like a min-
eral today, but in other respeets if
it, because it was within itself, motionless, it
had no vitality.
at that time as being in a mineral stage.

Later on, as he evolved step by step,
body was added to this dense body and he be-
gan to be able to assimilate nourishment and
grow, but yet he had no consciousness. He had
not yet desire, he merely lived and grew, while
the great loving Beings taught him how to

esembled
Therefore we speak of man

a vital

build new vehicles.  In this he resembled our
plants because he had neither desires nor will
and he was said to be in the plant stage.

Still later, when the desire body was added.
as he evolved further, he began to bhe able to
move and satisfy his desires for food, location,
and other things.

The evolving man was never an animal, but
at this time, he had a threefold body consisting
of Dense, Vital and Desire bodies, and a three-
fold spirvit—Divine, Life and IHuman spirits.
These guided the man in the making from with-
out and he, being still elairvoyant, was able to
sce those who led him and wunquestioningly
the animals
group spirit.
resembled in
There-
fere he was in what we call the animal stage.

But

obeyed their commands, just as
today chey the dictates of their
Thus

4

man at this time greatly

his attributes the present day animals.

day by day he was evolving, cach life
found him a little in advance of where he had
been in the last Tife.
spherical form, (Cosmo pace 261) from which
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