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PREFACE.

-‘-+—

Tur several documents comprised in the following
work have been published at various times, and in
different sections of our country. They have 'pri:m:i-
pally appeared in the pamphlet form ; and wherever
circulated have been read with avidity, and have ex-.
erted a powerfal influence. Those which have been’
presented to the pubfic only through the medium of
newspapers have not received that general circulatiod
and perusal which their value and importance demand,’
owing to the fact, that those organs of communication
are for the most part subjected to masonic influence,
and that but few papers are enlisted in the Anti-
masonic cause.

They are here republished, with the hope that they
may receive from the public that attention which they
merit ; and that the influence which they are caleulated
to exert may be felt, and be widely extended.

Collectively, they form a volume which may be of
some service to those who have given to the subject
on which they treat but little attention, and who have
not informed themselves in relation to the principles of
the Masonic Institption, as they have been developed
by recent investigations.



v PREFACE.

The nature and tendency of the institution are here
clearly exhibited, and its principles and practices fully
illustrated and exposed. From the fact that most of
the writers of the pieces herein contained have been
mémbers of the institution, and consequently acquaint-
ed with its secret principles and designs; and also
from the uniformity of their testimony, we may rely
on' their statements as correct, and consider their
representation of its character as in accordance with
trath.

The increasing demands of the public for informa-
tion on the subject of Masonry, and the persuasion
that a work which should present at one view the
opinions of the most distinguished wrigers respecting
it, would be useful, and well adapted for ‘distribution,
were the causes which led to tHe publication of the
present volume. The compiler indulges the hope that
it may subserve the cause of truth, by diffusing light
on the subject of Masonry, and by exciting a more
general inquiry into the nature of its claims.

Boston, Feb, 22, 1830.



RECOMMENDATION.

Tae State Anti-masonic Committee of Massachu-
setts have examined the Prospectus, and a considera-
ble portion of the Documents proposed to be published
by Mr. Jaues C. Op1oRNE, ina distinct volume. The
work appears to be judiciously selected, well arranged,
and ably conducted. , A great mass of information,.of
the most important kind, is brought together in 2
manner deserving,.the attention and patronage of the
public. __

ABNER PHELPS,
Per Order.
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FREEMASONRY.

EARLY HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY,

Tue early history of Freemasonry, like that of Rome,
is involved in obscurity. The conquerors of the world
were not satisfied with the plain truth of their national
origin. They taught that the ‘“ Eternal City” was found-
ed and first ruled by the son of Mars, whose name was
Romulus; who was taken to the gods in a tempest of
Nlightning, and became QuiriNus, the patron saint of the
city, and one of the chief gods of Rome. This was lofty
and sonorous, and unexceptionable, had it been true.

Our modern power, which seeks, with Roman ambition,
to lord it over the whole habitable earth, also styles itself
eternal, as did Rome ; deduces its origin from Heaven;
claims the wisest man for its lawgiver; and some mighty
thing in the nature of the philosopher’s stone for its se-
cret—all which is equally credible and as well attested
as that Romulus was nursed by a wolf, or Jupiter was a
god that could save. And the masonic fables are told, to
cover the meanness of Freemasonry’s origin; for she,
too, sprung from a confederacy of lawless plunderers:
and it mortifies the pride of the high priests, it tops the
vanity of the grand masters, and makes the puissant sove-
reigns of Freemasonry to tremble for the security of
their thrones, to be told that their boasted order, sprung
from the mire of the Rosicrusians, and spread abroad over
the face of the earth upon the licentious cupidity of its

speculative fathers; that it originated within the 18th
1
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century, among men capable of the most atrocious false-
hoods, and base enough to sell their reputation for money,
and to barter a good conscience for the delusion of a
lodge room; men who sold masonic charters for an ap-
pearance of mystery, but of a truth for gold.

Stone masons, in common with ninety-one other crafts
and trades in the city of London, have been in the habit
for centuries, of meeting in club, for the purpose of im-
provement in the elements of their business and craft.
Each craft has its public hall, its admission fee, its coat of
arms, and its charity fund. The companies are given by
name in the order of their rank, in Rees’ Encyclopedia,
Art. Company ; and out of only eighteen whose form of
government is particularly mentioned, sixteen are govern-
ed by a Master, two Wardens, and a various number of
other assistants. So Freemasons’ lodges are governed ;
and the titles, Worshipful and Most Worshipful, now
peculiar to masonic officers, were common to gentlemen
of the 16th and 17th centuries, as Esquire and Honorable
are common at the present day.

The Lord Mayor of London, at his election usually
makes himself free ; i. e. becomes a member of one of the
twelve principal societies, if he were not a member of one
of them before : ** for these twelve,” says the Cyclopedia,
* are not only the oldest, but the richest ; many of them
having had the honor of kings and princes to be their
members, and the apartments of their halls being fit to
entertain a monarch.” But Masons are not among the
first twelve : their rank is 31, hall in Basing Hall-street,
charter Charles I1., 1677. Some of these societies meet
by prescriptive right ; the oldest charter is that of the
Parish Clerks, A. D. 1233, Henry I11. ; the Bakers, A. D.
1307, Edward II. Six were chartered in the 14th centu-
ry, eigchteen in the 15th century, twelve in the 16th cen-
tury, forty, (and among them the Stone Masons,) in the
17th century, dnd some in the 18th century.

Handicraft Masonry is an ancient trade, and has ever
received the fostering attention of distingunished princes.
Both in France and in Scotland, the craft were allowed a
peculiar jurisdiction over all disputes growing out of the
exercise of their trade. (Lawrie’s History of Masonry, ]g
110, and p. 297.) This was granted in France, A.

-
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1645 ; and in Scotland, near two hundred years earlier,
to real builders.

In the rude times, when men, ignorant of chirography,
impressed the seal of their parchments with the tooth in
their head for their signature, it was usual for master
masons to give their apprentice a grip or sign, by which
he should make himself known to any mason as a regu-
larly entered apprentice to the trade ; and another when
he had completed his apprenticeship, and passed to the
rank of a journeyman or fellow-craft; and a third, when
by assiduity, experience, and skill, he had become himself
a master of work, took buildings to rear, hired fellow-
crafts or journeymen, and received apprentices. The
word, the sign, and the grip, in those unlettered ages,
were the certificate of the craft to its regularly taught
members; and in Germany were common before Free-
masonry was imported from England. (See Prof. Robi-
son’s Proofs, p. 54.)

Masonic historians claim the men to be Freemasons
against whom the statute was passed in the 25th of Ed-
ward 1IL, and again in the reign of Henry VI., forbid-
ding them to assemble in lodges and chapters. (See F.
M. Library, p. 25 ; Hardie's Monitor, p. 20 ; Lawrie, p.
94 ; Encyclopedia Brittanica, Art. Masons, Sec. 62.)
Now Edward III. dealt with Englishmeén of that day, as
George 11I. would have dealt with Americans in his day;
as if they had been slaves. A plague had swept away a
fearful portion of the English population, and the scarcity
of laborers, caused all classes of mechanics to demand an
increase of wages. Edward had several castles and mag-
nificent edifices in building, and to make his money hold
out, must compel the masons and mechanics to work at
the old rates. He issued such an ordinance, and enforced
it by his sherifis. Under that ordinance, masons were
returned from the several counties of England to work on
Windsor Castle, as jurors were returned to serve in the
king's courts. (See Hume's History of England, reign of
Ed. II1.) This was equally agreeable to the Lords of Par-
liament and to himself, and accordingly it was enacted
A. D. 1350, that “ as servants, not willing after the pesti-
lence, to serve without taking excessive wages, had been
required to serve in their accustomed places at the rate
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they had received in the 20th year of Edward III.; and
as it is given the king to understand in this present Par-
liament, that the said servants have paid no regard to the
,8aid ordinance, but to their ease do withdraw from the
“service of great men and others, unless they have livery
and wages to the double or treble of that they were wont
to take in the said 20th year and before, to the great
damage of the great men, &c. be ordained and established
the things underwritten.”

Chap. 1. Fixes the day and year wages of farm ser-
vants.

Chap. 2. The price of threshing all sorts of corn by the
quarter.

Chap. 3. Prescribes the wages of several sorts of artifi-
cers and laborers ; among whom Carpenters and Masons
are particularly specified.

Chap. 4, Requires artificers to make oath that they will
use their crafts, as they did in the 20th year of the same
Edward 111. (See Ruffhead’s English Statutes, Vol. 1,
p. 251.)

Seventy-four years after the enactment of this statute,
which plainly is applicable only to bandicrafts, Henry V1.,
in Parliament at Westminster, ordained that * no con-
federacies and congregations shall be made by masons in
their general chapters and assemblies, whereby the good
course and effecis of the statute of laborers, (25th Ed.
I11.,) are violated and broken, in subversion of law; and
if any be, they that cause such chapters and congrega-
tions to be assembled and holden, shall be adjudged
felons.” Coke’s 3d Ins, p. 99.

The common pretence of Freemasons, that these
statutes were levelled particularly against their mystic or-
der, by the influence of bigoted priests, because the secret
was not betrayed in the office of auricular confession, is
too shallow, afier once reading these statutes, to cover the
nakedness of the falsehood, or to conceal the evident du-
plicity of its first publishers. But one thing these statutes
conclusively show with the aid of masonic historians, viz.
that in the reign of Edward ILI, and Henry VI, there were
no Freemasons in England, but stone masons ; who met
in general chapters and assemblies, not to cultivate the
knowledge of a wonderful mystery, but to impede the exe-
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cution of the laws, and to violate tha statutes of their
country.

With this view faithful history fully concurs. Thata
society claiming the glories of Freemasonry should have
existed for ages unnoticed by any writer, noble or con-
temptible, foolish or learned, is wholly mt:.redlble, and
unworthy of belief. The Purltans and the Presbyterians,
the Cabalists and the Rosicrusians, the Gypsies and the
Necromancers, the Alchymists and the Jesuists, are each
liberally noticed in the works of various authors during
the Iﬂth and 17th centuries; but Freemasonry has not
so much as a name, until the 18th century. To any his-
torical scholar, this alone is enough. We read of the
Fraternitas lathomorum, or company of bricklayers; but
it requires not a lawyer to discern, that these are the men
against whom the statute of laborers was directed, int the
25th year of Edward 11II., and are not the men who have
at this day in their ludgea the language of E:ien &nd the
mysteries of the Antediluvian world, *

Of the same tenor is the fact, that I’apan}' and Free-
masonry cannot dwell together in peace ; but we hear not
a word of their disagreement, until the 18th century.
Certainly Papacy is older than 100 years; and if Free-
masonry be much above that, how did it previuusly escape
a conflict which has never ceased since first it commen-
ced, A. D. 1730 to '40? The canons of the church re-
quire full and free confession to the priests from all good
Catholics. The oaths of Freemasonry require absolute
secrecy upon the transactions of the brethren from every
good mason. Now, these canons and oaths nowhere
abide together without discord and a deprivation of church
privileges, and they never could harmonize for one mo-
ment. Therefore, the time when they first fell out and
contradicted each ﬂ!l:her1l must have been near the begin-
ning of one, or both of them. That time is determined
by the Bull of the Pope, 1738, 1739. Wring and twist
the brother mason may, but there is no escape; the date
15 correctly stated, seventeen hundred thirty-eight, issued
by Clement XII. (See Lawrie’'s Hist. Mas. p. 122 ; Ency,
Brit. Art. Masonry, last edition.)

What has been said is proof, not only that the account
which Freemasonry gives of itsell, is erroneous, but

1#
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grossly erroneous ; not only that the order was not organ-
ized by Solomon and patronized by St. John, but that it
had no existence even in the days of Edward 1II., and of
Henry VI. of England. The question becomes interest-
ing, whence did it originate 7 and who first promulgated
its falsehoods?

The Rosicrusian mania sprung up in Germany, A. D.
1610, nearly ; and overspread Christendom. This puff of
indefinable extravagance originated from the writings of
John Valentine Andrea, a celebrated Theologian of Wir-
temberg ; (see London Mag. 1824, Vol.9, p. 143,)—who
amused himself with tales of spiritual wonder and mystical
glory, as a literary hoax, in the style of Munchausen's
wonderful adventures in his memoirs. The visionary
minds of that day took his work in earnest. T'hey claimed,
in general, for the rosy cross philosophy, whatever is now
particularly claimed for Freemasonry, a heavenly origin,
a magic influence, a wonderful secret, and anbounded ex-
cellence. The universal medicine and the philosopher’s
stone, were gravely professed for the glory of its mystical
laboratory ; and to so great a pitch of extravagance did its
vain professors run, that modern Freemasons are sober
men in the comparison. This folly was greatly admired
in England by some men of a strange fancy, and of great
learning ; and by others publicly professing the black art.
Among the former, the name of Elias Ashmole, the anti-
quary, stands conspicuous; and among the latter, Wm.
Lilly, the astrologer; and somewhere between them, is
Robert Fludd.

This Ashmole, is greatly accounted of as a brother by
masonic historians, and is the first accepted Freemason
claimed by professor Robison. Ashmole says he was
¢ elected” in Mason’s Hall, Basing Hall-street, A. D.
1646. (See Biog. Brit.) 'This is the Hall of the London
Company of Stone Masons, chartered 1677, 31 years
after Ashmole’s admission into its livery, and remaining
to this day, as it ever has been, in the possession of the
Stone Masons; a society distinct from, and independent
of the modern Freemasons. And it is evident that Ash-
mole was only made free of the Mason's Company as his
friend Lilly was made free of the Salters Company, and as
the Lord Mayor is usually made free of some one of the
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12 principal Companies of tradesmen or mechanics in the
city of London ; and that Ashmole was nof initiated, pass-
ed, and raised to the Sublime degree of Master Mason, as
in a modern Lodge of Freemasons. Therefore we think
the record must be wrong, which makes Ashmole a Free-
mason of the modern type.

It is an undeniable fact that the conceited mystery of
the Rosicrusians, and their vainglorious pretences to every
thing good and great and magical, or kely, are united with
the emblems and working tools of a handicraft mason, the
compasses and level and square and leather apron, to form
that lying wonder of the 19th century which is commeonly
called Freemasonry. This union did not take place in
one day ; nor until the false philosophy of the Rosicru-
sians fell into merited disgrace, and the sect ran out.
Ashmole died A. D. 1692, and with him the last of the
rosy cross philosophers; but the spirit of this order, after
lingering a few years among men of less note, passed by a
species of metempsychosis, into a new body, the company
of masons, with whom it first appears in the early part of
the 18th century,

When Ashmole died, 1692, Sir Christopher Wren was
at the head of the English architects, holding the office of
Deputy Surveyor of the king's buildings: in 1693 he
was made by William I11. Surveyor General of the public
works; and in 1714 to 1718, for political considerations,
he was removed from office by George I. All masonic his-
torians call Sir Christopher Wren Deputy Grand Mas-
ter, at the time when he was Deputy Surveyor, and G'rand
Master of the Freemasons, at the time when he was Sur-
veyor General to the throne. But in doing this they
make a very short rope to hang themselves; for by their
own showing the first Grand Lodge was formed in 1717 ;*
then, how could Sir Christopher Wren be Grand Master
in 1698, nineteen years before there was a Grand Lodge ?

During this period the Rosicrusian pretensions were
seeking, like a troubled spirit, for some resting place.—
‘T'he age is one of the most extravagant speculation: and
moved with a strange desire of fame and money and con-
viviality, four companies of sToNE MAsOoNs, who were left

* Bee any masonic history of that year: Preston, Dermott, Law-
rie, el alias.



= OPINIONS ON FREEMASONRY.

of those that had been associated in building the proud
edifices of London after the fire of 1666, met, the lodge
that had worked on St. Paul’s Church hemg at the head,
and formed the Grand Lodge of London, in February, and
elected their officers June 24th, A. D, 1717. With a
view to fill up their ranks, and to increase their conse-
quence, they voted to accept men of other trades and pro-
fessions, as members of the society. (Vide Preston,
Smith, Lawrie, Hardie, Tannehill, et alias, particalarly
the Ahiman Rezon of Lawrence Dermott, quoted in the
4th No. of the A. M. Review and Magazine.) Three
years they struggled, accommodating the Rosicrusian
pretensions to the emblems of a handicraft mason; and
then, in 1720, burnt their papers for the benefit of the
mysterv. (See all the above writers.) They gave out
that this bonfire was made ““ by some too scrupulous breth-
ren,” who feared that the secrets of masonry would be
exposed in the Book of Constitutions about to be publish-
ed ; but the smoke of that fire was not thick enough to
envelope the origin of their mystic order in impenetrable
obscurity. No doubt they hoped by burning their pre-
tended parchments, to destroy all evidence disproving
their claim to immemorial customs and i1mprescriptible
rights, which claim was in a course of preparation for the
public in the dreaded Book of Constitutions. After three
years more, the volume came forth from the hands of An-
derson and Desaguilliers, or Desaguliers, and blowed the
first strain of masonic vainglory and unearthly mystery,
which s heard from any book or printed treatise !

Anderson and Desaguilliers, a Scotchman and a
Frenchman, in London, were the men who first published
to the world, the high pretensions of Freemasonry ; men
of a low character, and of a base spirit, whose Book of
Constitutions of Masonry, was ushered from the press, A,
D. 1723, and 1s hardly older than our grandfathers! (See
Robison’s Proofs of a Conspiracy, p. 19, and p. 60;
Lawrie, p. 92.) This Volume of mock Constitations, is
the basis of all masonic history, and its delusive state-
ments have been servilely copied and greatly magnified,
until the mystic wonder has grown beyond the size and
power of the fabled monsters of antiquity.

Now the false spirit of the rosy cross philosophy was
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fairly embodied with the emblems of a mechanic’s socie-
ty; and was brought forth by the Book of Constitutions
in the form of Freemasonry. From the time of its birth
the lying wonder began to run to and fro in the earth,
wherever British commerce could convey it; and charters
for holding masonic lodges were everywhere sold at a
cash price, and an annual stipend, by the Grand Lodge of
London. To that Grand Lodge the inhabitants of most
parts of continental Europe, of the East and West Indies,
of Africa and of America, paid an annual tribute for the
right to confer the three degrees of Morgan’s Freemason-
ry ! The date, and Grand Master who issued the warrant,
are carefully recorded, in Preston, Smith, Tannehill, and
others, for holding lodges in all quarters of the earth. A.
D. 1729, Freemasonry was first introduced into the East-
Indies; 1730 the Grand Lodge of Ireland was formed;
1731 a patent was sent from England to erect a lodge at
the Hague; 1733 Freemasonry established itself in North
America at Boston; 1736 at Cape Coast in Africa, and
at Geneva in Europe; in Scotland the same year the first
Grand Master was elected : and so the tripled-headed
monster, ExTerep ArprenTIiCE, FerLrow Crarr, and
MastEr, went deceitfully round the earth while it was
yet in its feens,
£ 0% % % ok % % # ¥ * %

That masonry is as old as Babel, we do not refuse to
believe ; it is Freemasonry, otherwise called Speculative
Masonry, of which we treat, and of which we affirm that
its era is A. D. 1717 ; no man need mistake our meaning.
Neither do we pretend that the order was then made up
of new principles, or of a newly created race of men; but
certain men and certain principles, previously existing,
were then for the first time formally united and embodied
into that mystic order called Freemasonry; and a system
was formed, which did not exist before even by name,
which system we know by the name of Speculative Ma-
sonty. We do not even suppose that all the materials of
this coat of many colors came out of one fleece, or was
spun and wove by the same king Solomon. The aprons
and trowels and temple were taken from the masons ; the
divine origin, mystic virtues and wonderful secrets of the
order came from the Rosicrusians; the magic and for-
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tunetelling from the Necromancers; the morals from the
Jesuits ; and the horrid oaths of the order, from its own
bowels. But the time that all these were first publicly
stitched together to form Speculative Masonry, was when
the only four companies of Operative Masons in the south
of England, met at the Appletree tavern in London, Feb.
1717, and constituted themselves *‘ the Grand Lodge”
of England pro tempore in due form. Vide Preston p.
166. AwntHony Saver, Grand Master.

The proof that it had no earlier existence is perfectly
conclusive. Speculative Masonry, or Freemasonry, is a
matter of great notoriety. Any question in a future age,
of its existence in the 18th or 19th centuries, could be
answered satisfactorily by pointing to splendid Masonic
Halls, to quarto volumes of constitutions, and octavo his-
tories, to medals and monuments and deeds of parchment,
as well as deeds of wickedness. The literature of this
age abounds with it. Those who read the account of
laying the corner stone of the Bunker-hill Monument,
will point to that pillar of national glory, as a proof that
Freemasonry existed A. D. 1825; and, if that is not
enough, the foundation may be removed, and there a
medal be found with inscriptions of vanity, which in this
republic can only belong to Most Worshipful Freema-
sonry : unless an indignant people should justly tear the
disgraceful plate from its proud resting place.

In vain we search for any proof of this sort existing
earlier than the I8th century. We find constitutions of
Jesuits, Rosicrusians, and Alchymists. We find histories
of political parties, religious sects, and Bucaneers. We
find text books of Cabala, necromancy, astrology, magic,
fortunetelling, and various proofs of witcheraft; but not
a particle of evidence to show the existence of Freema-
sonry, or Speculative Masonry. It is not mentioned or
alluded to; it is not painted on canvass, or stamped on
paper, or indented on plate. That its universal language
must have been spoken ; that its wystic characters were
certainly understood, and its omnific word even then pos-
sessed some share of omnipotence, no one who believes
in Freemasonry, can for a moment doubt. But all the
proof is found in pages and documents, in fraternities
and monuments of the 18th and 19th centuries ; and this
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in such abundance, as quite to supply the failure of five
hundred years preceding ; although it admits of a doubt,
 whether there is enough to supply the deficiency of the
other five thousand years from the year of light. Fifty
centuries are a long period for the active labors of a great
mystery spread over the face of the whole world, to pass
entirely unobserved: and there is no accounting for it,
only as a great mystery, and such, Freemasonry may un-
doubtedly be ; for men do not well understand it, when
it is fully revealed.

We have read the volumes of Hume and Smollet and
Bisset with care. They give a connected history of Eng-
land from the earliest dates to the 19th century, and no
mention is made of Freemasonry to our recollection,
Then we have run over Mosheim, who gives a faithful
history of the church, century by century, from the year
of our Lord, to the 18th century, and Freemasonry
entirely escapes either his notice or our memory. * *

We lay them away, and turn to honest Scotland.
Robertson tells its story in the most exquisite manner;
he spreads upon his page every fact of importance, and
Walter Scott fills the world with the poetry of its history.
But where is the mention of Freemasonry, or Speculative
Masonry, or the men of the cabletow? In the lights and
- shadows, in the tales and legends, in the songs and histo-
ries of Scotland, as well as of England, where is the
mentiof of Freemasonry prior to the 18th century? We
know of none. * * *

It is too much after this to search Gibbon, Gillies,
Ferguson, and Rollin for Freemasonry; if we did, it
would be of no use ; they take no notice of it. * *

Neither poet nor moralist, politician nor controversialist,
historian, biographer, antiquary, or novelist of continental
Europe, previous to the 18th century, can be named, who
mentions such a thing of oaths and degrees, as modern
speculative masonry ; or who so much as writes the name
* Freemasonry,’ or any of its present modifications, in any
language of Europe. We do not pretend to have read
all, but we understand enough to challenge the most
learned professor of masonic lore, the very sublime, elect,
and perfect masons, to show any author with a title page
older than one hundred and six years, who mentions or
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alludes to the mystery in any part of the earth; or to
produce any medal, or manuscript, or monument, or well
authenticated copy "of any iuscription upon any medal or
monument, naming, or having allusion to Speculative
Masonry, or Freemasonry, of a date earlier than the be-
ginning of the 18th century, in any country on the face
of the earth.—Anti Masonic Review. -

e —

THE PRETENSIONS OF FREEMASONRY TO AN ORIGIN
IN THE DAYS OF SOLOMON,

Extrart from Letters of Rev. Henry Jones,

At a time like the present, when the institution of
Freemasonry is undergoing the faithful scrutiny of the
public, it seems to be of very great importance, that the
‘question, so frequently asked, *“ What is the origin of
the Institutiion ?”’ should receive the answer which it de-
mands, in order that an impartial and correct judgment
may be more readily formed. If it originated with the
people of God; and was patronized as a good and useful
institution by many of the most eminent characters whose
names are recorded in holy writ; at a time too, when
they were enjoying the special guidance and approbation
of the Most High ; a favorable judgment must be render-
ed of it, at least while in its native purity, though now so
degenerated and perverted :—But if, on the other hand,
this institution originated with men of corrupt principles,
who have falsely founded it, on pretended important facts,
which never existed ; then of course, considering also,
its present deformed character, it must be condemned by
the public, as a base and wicked fabrication, an insult
upon community, and only worthy to be utter]j' expunged
from all ranks of society. Each of these suppositions, for
the origin of the institution, is considered correct, by the
opposite parties who feel interested in the anhj-ect, and
are exhibited by them, respectively, as proof of its merits,
or demerits.

It is my design on this occasion to show, that its cwn

claims to an origin at the building of the temple of Solo-
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mon, among wise and holy men, are unfounded, and that
consequently, it must have had its origin since that time,
among false and wicked men, so that those wise and holy
men had no part nor lot in the matter, |

It is well known to all the fraternity who have become
somewhat familiar with the lectures of the first three de-
grees, that they do teach us, that Speculative, or Free-
masonry, originated at the building of Solomon’s temple,
and that a large share of the mysteries of the institution
are established on certain events, which are said to have
transpired at.that time and place. I shall not consider
it necessary to repeat over those parts of the lectures to
which I allude; buot for the benefit of some who may
still be unacquainted with the subject, I would concisely
bring into view some of the pretensions of masonry, as to
its having its origin at the building of the temple with
Solomon and others, which I am to endeavor to show, as
being false.

Passing by much in the first and second degrees, which
teaches the same, I shall confine my remarks to the third
degree ; and would observe, First, that the lecture of this
“ sublime” degree, teaches us that Freemasonry was
founded at the building of the temple, by these important
circumstances, which it professes to record, viz. that there
were employed in building if, three Grand Masters;
Solomon king of Israel, Hiran king of Tyre, and Hiram
““ADbiff,” as he is designated in masonry, but in the scrip-
ture, Hiram the son of a widow, &ec. who alone constitu-
ted the Master's lodge at that time, and who alone pos-
sessed the Master’s secrets or word, holding their secret
meetings in the sanctum sanctorum, or holy of holies of
the temple. They are represented also, in this degree,
as having agreed together, never to give the Master’s
word to any other person, unless they all three were to-
gether in doing it ; so that, when Hiram “ Abiff” is rep-
resented in this degree, as being slain, before any of the
craftsmen had received this secret word of the Masters’,
it could not afterwards be given, for want of the three
Grand Masters together, and was, in consequence of this,
for many years lost, having another word substituted in
its stead. _

Having brought forward these things as the pretended

2
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matters of fact, on which the institution of Freemasonry
professes to be founded ; I would observe, that they bring
with themselves no proof that they are matters of fact in
reality, unless we are bound %o consider them so proved
by the bare assertion of an individual, who says that he
was secretly told so, by a second person in the preceding
generation, who in like manner, received his information
from a third, and so on through fifty or an hundred gen-
erations, to go back to the days of Solomon: Bat no tri-
bunal has ever been authorised to allow the least credit
to a witness like this, on any important question between
opposite parties,

Although it is often difficult to prove a negative in
such a case as this; I am prepared to prove, unless 1
greatly mistake, that these masonic pretensions to the
origin of the institution at the building of the temple, are
false ; by showing from scripture history, that Hiram
King of Tyre and Hiram “ Abiff” never were associated
with Solomon as Grand Master in the building of the
temple, so that they three, never constituted a Master’s
lodge there, assembling in the sanctum esanctorum for
their secret meetings. Every one must know, who is
acquainted with this history, 1 Kings, 2 Chron., that
Solomon was Master alone, over all the work of the build-
ing, that he was especially endowed with wisdom from
above to qualify him to form so great a work, and that
the Lord furnished him with particular directions, through
the agency of David his father,* which was equal to a
pattern of the building, and more than this, Hiram king
of Tyre, as it seems from scripture and reason, never
left his kingdom to go and dwell at Jerusalem, while the
temple was building, as he only bartered with Solomon
in a friendly manner, by furnishing timber for the temple,
and sending his servants to cut and prepare it, &c. for
which Solomon made satisfaction in wheat, barley, wine
and oil ; with twenty cities. It is evident, also, beyond
dispute, that Hiram ** Abiff”” was not a Grand Master
with Solomon in building the temple, and with him con-
stituting a Master’s lodge, meeting privately in the ganc-
tam sanctorum, as the third degree represents; because

* 1 Chron, xxviii. 11, 12, 19,
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he wag employed only as a very skilful workman in met-
als, and because, he labored nof on, or about the temple,
but exclusively in casting the furniture, &c. for the tem-
ple, under the direction of Solomon, “ In the plain of
Jordan—in the clay ground between Succoth and Zar-
than,” or * Zeredathah*

Agam the instructions of the third, or * sublime” de-
gree, give us to understand that Freemasunry originated
with wise and good men, under the patrohage of God, at
the building of the temple, by its establishing the princi-
pal part of the mysteries of that degree on the pretended
murder of Hiram * Abiff,”” with the various circumstan-
ces in ils connexion, while he was in the temple, before
it was finished, at a time too, when he was daily employ-
ed in planning work for the craft, and overseeing them
on the building. All who have taken the third degree,
or have examined Morgan’s book, may know, that there
i3 a long secret dialogue or traged_v, to be acted out, by
the members of the lodge whenever the degree is confer-
red, in imitation of the whole process, and all the circam-
atmmes, of the pretended murder of this Hiram, and that
the candidate who takes the degree, must always repre-
sent Hiram, and experience a mock murder, two burials,
&cc.: But of Hiram’s being thus murdered in the tem-
ple, before its completion, masonry gives us no better
evidence than what has been noticed in case of the other

retended facts, on which, not the least dependence can
placed, even if there were nothing to disprove it.

If such a horrible assassination as this is represented
to be, of so important a character as Hiram was, had
taken place under those circumstances, it is unaccounta-
bly strange, that the sacred writer, in recording the re-
markable events connected with that great work, should
pass over so important an event as this, in utter silence ;
and strange too, that Josephus, who has given such a
particular account of the building, workmen and circum-
stances of the temple, in his 8th Book, 2d and 3d Chap-
ters, should not intimate a word of any such 1mportant
transaction,

Although both Josephus and the scripture are entirely

* 1 Kings, vii. 46 ; and 2 Chron. iv. 17.
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silent about any such murder of Hiram in the temple,
before its completion ; the scripture on the other side of
the question, is not silent, but it speaks out, and gives us
to understand that he was not thus there murdered.

The first proof’ to be mentioned from scripture of this
fact, is what has already been noticed, viz., that he never
wrought as an overseer on the building of the temple, as
I think we must conclude, from the consideration, of his
being employed by Solomon only as a cunning workman,
in casting the metallic vessels, furniture, &c. of the tem-
ple, ‘“in the plain of Jordan,” at a place, not less than
thirty or forty miles from Jerusalem, where the temple
was buailt, as it appears by consulting sacred geography
on the subject.

Another scripture testimony which is positive, against
the pretended fact of Hiram’s being murdered in the tems-
ple before its completion, and before he had finished the
work which had been assigned him, is that he was living
when the temple was completed, and that he lived to fin-
2sh all the work, which had lain upon his hands, for the
use of the temple. The first passage which declares this,
is | Kings, 7th Chap. 40th verse, And Hiram made the
lavers and the shovels and the basons ; so Hiram MADE
AN END of doing all the work that he made for king
Solomon for the house of the Lord.” :

Then, lest this plain text shonld be perverted, the same
Chap. enumerates all the wonderful castings of Hiram,
and in the Jast verse, which is in the same connexion,
with Hiram’s making an end of all Ais work for king
Solomon, it is said, * So was ENDED all the work, that
KING SOLOMON made for the house of the Lord.”
Then according to the sacred writer, the very next thing
was, the dedication of the temple by Solomon, as it is
particularized in the next Chapter.

To set the fact of Hiram’s being alive, at the finishing
of the temple, still further beyond all doubt, the same
testimony of it,is recorded again, in 2 Chron. 4th Chap.
11th verse, ““ And Huram [or Hiram] made the pots,
and the shovels, and the basons. And Huram FINISH-
ED the work that e was to make for king Solomon, for
the house of God:" So it is said again, in the same con-
nexion of the subject, in the first verse of the next Chap.
“ Thus ull the work that Solomon made for the house of
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the Lord was FINISHED,” &ec. immediately upon
which, as the history: informs us, the people of Israel
were assembled for the dedication of the building.

Having shown now, as I would hope, to the satisfac-
tion of all who rely upon scripture testimony, and the
exercise of reason, for evidence; that Solomon was alone,
under God, a * Grand Master,” or the builder of the tem-
ple ; that Hiram king of Tyre, never left his kingdom to
go and dwell at Jerusalem, to be a Grand Master in the
building, forming a Master’s lodge, &c; that Hiram
“ Abiff,” was not a Grand Master-at Jerusalem with Solo-
mon in erecting the temple, and that he was never slain
there before the finishing of his appropriate work, having
lived to make an end of it, and see the temple completed ;
What are we to think of the institution of Freemasonry ?
the lectures of which tell us, that Hiram king of Tyre,
and Hiram © Abiff)” were Grand Masters with Solomon
in building the temple; that they three constituted a
Master’s lodge assembling in the sanctum sanctorum, &c.
and that Hiram * Abiff;” was slain in the temple before
its' completion, while busily employed in the great work,
And what shall we think of it too, when it professes in its
lectures to have its origin in connexion with these re-
puted events, and to be founded upon them, while nearly
the whole substance of the mysteries of the third degree,
is a dialogue, in imitation of Hiram’s assassination, &¢.?
Considering that the first three degrees of Freemasonry
which were established, must be the corner stone, or
foundation, on which all the latter degrees are built, would
it be unreasonable for me now to ask ; On what then
does the whole superstructure of Freemasonry rest but a
base fabrication of wicked men, who in some dark and
apostate age of the world, have risen up, united into a
secret society, and darkly handed down their inventions,
to flatter us to believe that their institution 1s good as
having originated among wise and good men; and being
ignorant of the manner in which their false pretensions
would be exposed; have told us, that it was established
on certain specified facts and events, which, by looking
at them carefully, and comparing them with our Bible,
we find, never had existence? Was there ever an im-
postare of such magnitude as this, so generally palmed

2#
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upon mankind? And yet, here is the origin of the
foundation of Speculative Freemasonry; and here isa

p?rtrail; of the character of its founders and first princi-
ples.

.

THE ABUSE AND PERVERSION OF THE MASONIC IN-
STITUTION.

Euxtract from Rev. M. Thacher’s Address before Montromery Lodge,

The original design® of this institution appears to have
been, to cherish the social virtues, enforce the principles
of moral rectitude and equity between man and man, and
to extend the hand of relief to indigence and distress.
Viewed in this light, and so far as it is calculated to
answer these designs, it may, and ought, to be considered
no more nor less than a moral and charitable institution.
So far as any society is combined to promote general
interest, merely, it should be regarded merely as an object
of utility ; so far as it enforces moral virtue, or upright
external conduct, it may be considered as a moral society ;
and so far as it extends relief to others, it may be consid-
ered as an institution of ckarity. We will take, for
example, a society for the promotion of usefal knowledge

* It is here taken for granfed, that this was the primary intention
of the masonic society ; hecause this is what masons have always
avowed. Query. Would any class of men have instituted a secref
society, to act merely as a moral and charitable institution? But,
suppose the ariginal design of the masonic institution was mere
what masons have gvewed ; another important question arises, Is it
{gaaib.'ﬂe for a secref society to exist, without becoming eorrupt, and

ing turned into an engine of wickednesa? Our Saviour declared
to the Jewish high priest, * I spake openly to the world ;—and in
secret have I said nothing.” What would now be thought of the
church, if she should close and * fyle* her doors, impose obligations
in secret, and place a perpetual seal upon the lips of her members ?
Would it any longer be Dbeliered that Eer sole object is to promote
the religion of the gospel? Now if the ehurch, which is the purest
body on earth, could not and would not be trusted, as a secret soci-
£ly, who can blame conscientious and judicious men, for drawing the
conclusion, that any secret society, of whatever deseription, is alto-
gether unnecessary, and cannot exist, without becoming an object of
suspicion, if not an engine of wickedness,
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in the Mechanic Arts. So far as this society tends to
facilitate the theory and practice of mechanism, it may
be valued for its utility. If its members enter into an
agreement to shun certain known vices, and to practise
certain known virtues, it may be considered as a moral
society. If they go farther, and engage to appropriate a
certain portion of their funds for the relief of indigent
widows and orphans, it may then be regarded both as a
moral and a charitable institution.

Considering Freemasonry, therefore, in its original
design, as a moral, as well as charitable institution, one
of the first abuses, of which we are called to take notice,
i3, THE ADMISSION AND RETENTION OF UNPRINCIPLED
meMBERS.® It is absurd to the last degree, not to say
ridiculous, to think of advancing the cause of morality by
immoral men. To any man who professes to take the
Bible for his guide, to make himself an example to others,
and to enforce the first principles of moral virtue, and who
still appears to have no regard to his own moral conduct,
we may, with propriety, address the language of the great
apostle of the Gentiles :—** Thou, therefore, who teachest
another, teachest thou not thyself? Thou that preachest
a man should not steal, dost thou steal ? Thou that sayest
a man should not commit adultery, dost thon commit
adultery ? Thou that abhorrest idols, dost thou commit
sacrilege? Thou that makest thy boast of the law,
through breaking the law, dishonorest thou God 1" There
cannot be a greater perversion of any moral institution,
than to admit and retain those members, who counteract
by their example what they profess to maintain by precept.

* Freemasons often say, * There are bad men in the Church, as
well as in our institutien.”” This is true ; but the cases are not par-
allel. All persons, whether in the church or out, have opportunity
to know on what principles members are received; and that these
Eﬂn:iplﬂ do not justify the admission and retention of bad men,

ut this cannot be known with respect to any secret society. Those,
who do not belong to the masonic institution, have no opportunity to
_Ludga from principle, but merely from the declarations of its mem-

ers ; and nothing but such declarations can afford them any evi-
dence, that the secret principles of Freemasonry do not justify the
admission and retention of just such men. The fact, therefore, that
there are bad men in the church of Christ, while it militates nothing
against the principles of the Christian religion, does and must, in re-
gard to masonry, militate against the principles of the institution.
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It cannot be denied however, nor ought it to be concealed,
if it could be, that the masonic fraternity have knowingly
admitted, and willingly harbored in their community, just
such members Such an abuse as this, has, in many
places, rendered the institution an anomaly and a carica-
ture. There is no part of masonry more public, than
that masons profess to take the BipLE as their guide in
moral conduct. This they have openly avowed, and
reiterated, time out of mind. What a burlesque, then,
must it be upen every principle of moral virtue, to see
men, and even those who stand high on the rolls of our
Lodges, Chapters, and Encampments, conducting like
libertines! When one of the primary precepts of piving
TRUTH tequires us to deal justly, love mercy, and walk
Ahumbly with our God ; what an incongruity for those, who
profess to be guided hjr this * great light,” to set at ' defi-
ance every principle of honor, honesty, and compas-
sion, and act as if there were no God to call them to
account! When the Bible enjoins that *‘ golden rule,”
that suinmary of the law and the prophets, ** All things
whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye
even so to them ;" how inconsistent for those, who profess
to receive its precepts as the rule of their faith and prac-
tice, to discover that sordid selfishness, in their intercourse
with their fellow men, which characterizes not a few of
the masonic fraternity ! But these are facts, which can-
dor cannot conceal, and which it would be hwpious to
deny. How many, who have voluntarily bound them-
selves to the ‘*mystic order,” and who are owned and
acknowledged as * free and accepted masons,” are daily
sending up oaths and curses * into the ears of the Lord
of Sabaoth,” i direct violation of that peremptory com-
mand, * Swear not at all I How many there are, also,
of the same class of men, who are among the first in pro-
fanation of holy time, in direct defiance of that perpetual
precept of the divine law, ** Remember the Sabbath day to
keep it holy I’ Tt would, likewise, be the grossest self-
adulation to evade, and the grossest imposition upon
others to dispute, the affecting truth, that the Holy Bible
has sometimes been borne in public by the hand already
palsied with intemperance, and its sacred truths pro-
nounced by the tongue already stiffened with the poisoned
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chalice. If masons are disposed to shut their eyes upon
such gn abuse of a professed moral institution, it is not
strange that others should be disposed to write upon the
walls, and pillars, and furniture of their *“temple,’—
““ MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.”

Another abuse of Freemasonry, which grows directly
out of the evil to which we have just attended, is, 4 PER-
VERSION OF THE INSTITUTION FROM ITS PRIMITIVE DESIGN.
When corrupt men are admitted and retained in any
society, especially in such numbers as to gain the ascen-
dency, it is strange indeed if the original object of such
community is pursued for any length of time, and still
more strange If the institution is not rendered an engine
of wickedness. What object can it be for immoral men
to promote morality? Or who can depend upon those,
who are given to licentiousness, to relieve the distresses
of the widow and orphan? They who pamper their own
lusts, and are determined to pursue a course of sensual
gratification, will generally make every thing bend, so far
as possible, to facilitate the execution of their own selfish
designs. 'T'his will account for many lodges, in different
paris of our country, becoming nurseries of conviviality,
and even of intemperance ; instead of asylums for the
poor, the needy, and the afflicted. It has been said, with
sarcastic severity, but with too much truth, that * Freema-
sons boast of their moral and charitable institution ; but
they expend more in pageantry and feasting, at one of
their anniversary celebrations, than in all their acts of
munificence daring the year.”” Now it is easy to see, that
any thing like this, is a perversion of the original design
of the masonic association. We have seen that this
design was, to foster the principles of moral virtue, and
afford relief to the indigent. Every thing, therefore,
which tends to counteract this grand and primary object,
must necessarily tend to sap the whole foundation. It
mast, ton, be the grossest violation of every principle of
the masonic institution, to make it an instrument of polit-
ical intrigue, or of sectarian influence. It is impossible
that this should be done, without removing the ‘“ ancient
landmarks,” and disregarding the strongest obligation of
every member of the society. But, that such an unhal-
lowed influence as this, has, from time to time, been
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exerted, in various branches of the masonic community,
its history fully demonstrates ; and, although many such
charges against the institution in our own country I
must think are altogether without foundation; yet we
ought not, by any means, to consider ourselves beyond the
reach of corruption. The example of the Illuminees,
who crept into the lodges of Europe, and converted ma-
sonry into an engine, which overturned the religion and
government of a whole fation, should surely prove a most
solemn admonition to all the members of the fraternity in
this infant Republic. A republican government, of all
others, affords the fairest opportunity for demagogues and.
men of corrupt minds, to execute their base designs. It
would not be strange, therefore, if such men, who had con-
nected themselves with the masonic institution, should
make every possible attempt, by intrigue and deep laid
plots, to rob this people of their dearest rights, which our
fathers purchased with their blood.

In pursuing the chain of evils, by which the masonic
institution has been made a subject of abuse, it is not out
of place to take notice of FaLse PRETENSIONS. It is noto-
rious to every judicious and candid member of the insti-
tution, that Freemasonry has often been made to rear
false beacons, and to hold out false colors. Many have
seemed to suppose, because they are not allowed to tell
what masonry 15, so far as its *“ mysteries” are coneerned
that they are authorized, and even obliged, to represent it
as being what it is not. In order to gratify the curious,
and raise their highest expectations, they have represented
the peculiarities of the institution to be something, which
would strike the peculiar fancies of individuals, or gratify
their ruling passions: and so have induced persons to
become members from mercenary motives, which has often
been the occasion of the greatest degree of disappoint-
ment and disgust. Some for example, conversing with
an avaricious man, have led him to believe that masonry
affords peculiar facilities for the acquisition of weaith, In
conversing with an ambitious man, they have represented
the institution as pointing out a very safe and easy road
to honor and promotion. Men of studious habits have
been led to believe, by similar false representations, that
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it was one grand and principal object of masonry, to lay
open the  profoundest mysteries of science and the arts,
in the most direct, easy and lucid manner. In like man-
ner have been treated men of different professions. The
attorney has been presented with the highest encourage-
ment of aid in the mazes of the law; and the divine*
has been told that masonry throws light upon different
incidents recorded in the Bible, and teaches to explain
different passages of scripture, which, otherwise, must
forever remain in obscurity. Now, to pursue such a.
course as this, with those who are ignorant of the myste~
ries of masonry, i1s not only to act a dishonest part, but
must be productive of the most serious and lasting evils.
It is easy to see, that when any person is initiated to the
order with Irug'h expectation of some peculiar advantage,
which has been held out to kim by false and delusive
represeutations, he must not only be disappointed, but
disgusted. If so, his disappointment and disgust may not
only lead him to overlook any real merit in the institu-
tion, though of a very different kind from what he expected,
but will probably drive him to abandon the institution
altogether. It ought ever, therefore, to be a maxim with
all masons, whenever they say any thing respecting their
institution, to * speak the words of truth and soberness.”
If they cannot converse with others, without making
false impressions, and false representations, let them keep
silence. It may be presumed, that there is not one mason
in ten, if there is one in a hundred, who has not been in
some degree disappointed and disgusted in consequence
of false expectations, raised by the disingenuous allure-
ments of imprudent members,

In connexion with the last mentioned abuse of the ma-
gonic institution, we may add, BOASTING OF ITS GREAT

* The writer here speaks from exzperience. He was repeatedly
told, perhaps sincerely, that the masonic society was not only a sci-
entific institution, but that there were many incidents and passages
revealed in the Bible, which could be explained only by masonic
ight, This representation lie has since found to be altogether false.
Masenry, indeed, alludes to scripture ; but I have nowhere found,
* sfter the most diligent research, that seripture alludes to masonry ;
unless (which is very probable) the sacred writers allude to it pro-
phetically, in describing the scenes of the latter days.
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ANTIQUITY AND PRETENDED PATRONS.* It seems to be a
natural and rather curious trait in the human character,
to value some things merely because they are old, and
others merely because they are new. It is always impoli-
tic, however, to claim, for any institution, greater anti-
quity, than can be fairly made to appear by conclusive
evidence, in view of the public. To prize any thing,
either because of its real or pretended antiquity, when
others aré able to see neither internal nor external evi-
dence of the fact, is rather to turn the subject into ridi-
cule, and detract from its real merit, than to sanction its
utility by proper means, and give demonstration of its ex-
cellence. When masons, therefore, have boasted that
their institution is as old as the creation, and that all the
renowned men of antiquity have been its patrons, they
have betrayed a want of confidence in what ought to con-
stitute its real worth, and which cannot in anywise de-
pend upon its being either old or young. It matters not
to me, whether the institution was founded by Solomon,
or by John the Baptist, or, what is more prohable, by cer-
tain mechanics in the sixteenth century; I consider the
main question to be, Whether the institution is good or
bad ; and whether it has maintained or departed from its
original design? I can, however, with what little know-

* « Enthusiastic friends of our institution have done it much injury,
and covered it with much ridicule, by stretching its origin beyond
the bounds of credibility. Some have given it an antediluvian origin,
while others bave even represented it as coeval with creation ; some
have traced it to the Egyptian priests, and others have discovered its
vestiges in the mystical societies of Greece and Rome. The erection
of Solomon's temple, the retreats of the Druids, and the crusades to
the holy land, have been at ditferent times specified as the sources
of its existence. The order, harmony, and wonders of creation, the
principles of mathesnatical science, and the productions of architec-
tural skill, have been confounded with Freemasonry. Whenever a
great philosopher has enlightened the ancient world, he has been re-
solved by a species of moral metempsychosis, or intellectual chemis-
try, into a Freemason ; and in all the secret institutions of antiguity,
the footsteps of Lodges have been traced by the eye of credulity.
Archimides, Pythagoras, Euclid, and Vetruvius, were in all proba-
bility not Freemasons ; and the love of order, the cultivation of sci-
ence, the embellishments of taste, and the sublime and beautiful
works of art, have certainly existed in ancient, as they now do in
modern times, without the agency of Freemasonry.”"— Extract from
the Masonic Address of Dewitt Clinton, delivered Sept. 29, 1825.
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ledge I have been able to acquire on the subject, see no
propriety in celebrating the birth of any ancient patron,
whether real or supposed ; and, for my own part, I frankly
confess, that I have never yet seen one spark of substan-
tial evidence, that either Solomon, or John the Baptist,
or John the Evangelist, was a Freemason. 1 make this
declaration as an Aonest man ; and not, by any means, to
cast reflections upon those, whose judgment may differ
from mine. I am persuaded also, that the annual cele-
bration of John Baptist’s nativity has, for years past, been
productive of serious evils, by an example of conviviality,
not to say intemperance, and an inducement to extrava-
gance, parade and idleness; vices which, more than
almost any thing else, have tended to blast the reputation
of the order, as a moral and charitable institution. Baut,
supposing masonry can boast of great antiquity, and of
renowned patrons; what then? This simple fact can
render it, in its present state, and at the present day,
neither the better nor the worse. An institution cannot,
in reality, be any the more valuable for being old, nor any
the less valuable for being new. I cannot consider Louis
XVI. any the better for being able to * boast of a long
line of dead ancestors,” who had reigned before him, and
his claiming the prerogative to wear the crown by ‘“the
right of blood ;" mor Napoleon Bonaparte any the worse,
for having placed himself at the head of an intended dy-
nasty. If antiguity is necessary to prove the value of an
institution ; then the government under which we live,
should be undervalued and cried down, merely because it
was founded in the close of the eighteenth century ; while
we sing the praises of the British monarchy, because it
has existed for a thousand years. It is laboring in vain,
therefore, and spending strength for nought, to attempt
demonstrating the merits of Freemasonry, by proclaiming
its antiquity, and celebrating the nativity of a supposed
ancient patron. It is true, the pageantry of that day may
excite the curiosity of idle brains, and give them an itch
to become acquainted with the “ mysteries” of the order;
but members, who become such from idle curiosity, can
afford neither honor nor profit to a charitable and moral
institution.

The greatest abuse of Freemasonry, which deserves

R
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notice on this occasion, is, the inclination of some To
MOULD IT INTO A SYSTEM OF RELIGION. All that can be
said of masonry, and all that ought to be said of it, in its
best and primitive state, is, that it was designed for a
moral and charitable institution. Thus far it may go,
and no farther. To run it into a system of religion, s an
outrage upon the gospel of Christ. A man may as well
be a Mahomedan, or a heathen, as adopt any thing for a
system of religion, which does not recognize the atone-
ment of Christ. 'This is the foundation of the Christian’s
faith, the Christian’s hope, and the Christian’s salvation.
For, “there is none other name under heaven given
among men, whereby we can be saved, but -by Jesus
Christ.” Freemasons may be assured, therefore, that
they cannot do their institution a greater injury, nor more
effectually disgust and wound the feelings of a Christian
community, than to frame it into a system of religion.
There is not a Christian on earth but must reject and
abandon masonry, so far as it sets itself up as a system of
religion, upon which its votaries may be induced to build
their hopes of forgiveness and acceptance with God.
For, there is not a %hristiun on earth, but mast build his
hopes of salvation entirely upon the atonement of the
blessed Redeemer. It wounld be just as consistent to
erect the constitution of an agricultural society into a sys-
tem of religion, as to erect the institution of masonry into
a system of religion. 1 should consider it just as proper
to give this sentiment, “Religion and agriculture :—what
God hath joined together, let not man put asunder;”’ as
to give the sentiment which was given at a recent anni-
versary, “Religion and masonry :—what God hath joined
together, let not man put asunder.”*

Here then lies the true secret of that opposition to
Freemasonry, which is expressed by some of our most
serious and conscientious men in society. They have
considered masons as erecting a system of religion, in
distinction from, and in opposition to, the religion of the
gospel. It must be confessed, also, that they have had
their reasons for so thinking. They have heard the re-

* Given by Rev. George Taft, Rector of 8t. Paul’s Church,
Pawtueket, R, 1.—Ebp, ,
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peated declaration, * Every true mason is a Christian ;
and every Christian is a mason at heart.”” They have
heard it said, in substance, that * religion 1s masonry, and
that masonry is religion’ They have seen, in Charts
and Monitors, prayers and other forms of religious ser-
vice, in which neither the name, nor the atonement of
Christ, is recognized. They have heard the burial ser-
vice, as now used, which virtually pronounces the de-
ceased 1n heaven, let his moral character have been what
it might. They have seen * the sprig of evergreen,” an
emblem of the immortality of the soul, cast mio the grave
by the professed Deist, and even by those who profess to
believe that man dies like the beast. They have seen
the Bible carried in solemn procession, by the same per-
gons ; and, considering their avowed principles and gene-
ral conduct, have drawn the very natural inference, * This
is solemn mockery.”” Now it must be admitted, that,
when serious and thinking men judge of masonry by
what they see in these authorized and sanctioned publi-
cations, and by the conduct of many masons, who are
known to be hostile to the religion of Christ and his apos-
tles, it is not strange that they should fear a general com-
bination to mould the masonic institution into a religious
gystem, opposed to the first principles of the oracles of
God. That this has been the design of some leading
masons, who have stood high as members of the frater-
nity, I have not the least reason to doubt. It may be
presumed, however, that this is not the design of the ma-
jority of the *““craft,” and that they have received the
forms, to which I have alluded, without due considera-
tion. But, so far as any have intended, that masonry
shall answer as a substitute for religion, it ought to be
considered as the grossest abuse and perversion of its
original design; and should, in every laudable way, be
reprobated by those who have pledged themselves to pre-
serve ‘“ the ancient land-marks of the order.”
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CIVIL, SOCIAL, AND POLITICAL INFLUENCE OF MA-
SONRY.

Extract from Charles P. Siwmner’s Letter to the Suffolk Commiltee.

Masonic engagements, whether they are called oaths,
obligations or promises, ought never to be made. They
are not sanctioned by law, and are not obligatory. They
make it a masonic crime to divalge that which the %Dd
of the community requires should not be concealed. The
manner in which they are administered, and the matter
of them, can hardly fail to excite disrespect for the in-
stitution, in the mind of the person initiated ; but their
effect 1s neatralized by some charge, or address, which
s immediately made by the master, inculcating charity,
benevolence and candor towards the whole family of man-
kind, and a cheerful obedience to the laws and magistrates
of the country in which we live. Masonic obligations
have no dignity when compared with precepts like these,

It has been said that Washington in his early life was
2 mason ; but he never went further than the third de-
gree : I believe that in his time, higher degrees were not
conferred. It is not possible, by reading any book, to
know what were the precise terms of Washington's ma-
sonic obligations : but any body may know that he never
agreed to kill or be killed for all the masonry in the
world. It is easy to divine the motives which probably
induced him to become a mason. The Old Charge used
in his day, when speaking of Civil Magistracy says, “a
mason is a peaceable subject to the civil rulers, wherever
he resides or works; and is never to be concerned in
plots, and conspiracies against the peace and welfare of
the nation; nor behave himself undutifully to nferior
magistrates.” * * * ¢ If a brother should be a rebel against
the Siates, he is not to be conntenanced in his rebellion,
however he may be pitied as an unhappy man.” *** The
books abound with precepts of loyalty and benevolence.
It was sentiments like these which induced Washington
to become a mason; and a respect for these sentiments
would have induced him to withdraw his esteem for the
association, had he lived until the autumn of 1826, and



OPINIOKS ON FREEMASONRY. 29

heard of that outrage which evinces that masonry, proba-
bly in some of its high and recently invented degrees,
can inspire some of its votaries with the grossest miscon-
ception of their duty to the magistracy and laws of their
country :—I say in some of its high degrees, for I am con-
vinced that neither of the three lower degrees irresistibly
require that the receiver of them should become the per-
petrator of a crime upon himself or upon any one else.
I say this from impressions received between twenty and
thirty years ago.

It is probable that Morgan has been murdered. If
there is any thing in masonic ties that could have induced
masons to do this, they ought to disregard such ties as a
lion would dlaregard a net of cobweb. It will be dis-
graceful to the institation, if its members do not all do
their utmost to bring all the abductors of Morgan to legal
hght and legal punishment. In no better method can
they manifest the loyalty and benevolence which they yet
continue to declare to be their characteristics.

In our government * the whole people covenants with
each citizen and each citizen with the whole people that
all shall be governed by certain laws for the common
good.” Whoever violates those laws cannot be a good
citizen—and can he be a good mason 1

A masonic obligation, if it requires any breach of the
law, 1s what no man has a right to impose, even on a
willing recewver. It is not binding on any one who may
be so indiscreet as to take it. It cannot come to good.
As it is imposed in some lodges it is illegal and wicked ;
and in lodges, where it is the least reprehensible, it goes
to swell the amount of those idle words which we must
one day regret,

The influence of masonry is not favorable to domestic
happiness. It impairs a man’s fondness for the pleasures,
which, if he does his duty, he may justly expect to find
at home. I once had occasion to see a man after ten
o'clock in the evening. I called at his house; upon
knocking at the door, I heard the words—walk in, utter-
ed by a faint voice. I entered the room which served its
tenants for a parlor and a kitchen. It was enlightened
by a glimmering lamp. His wife was sitling in a rnc,kmg
chair drawn to the hearth, on which was a small fire

3#-
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scarcely visible. One child was in her arms, and another
in a cradle, within her reach, which she occasionally
rocked. I asked her if I might at that late hour be per-
mitted to see her husband. She replied, with a pale and
melancholy look, * Sir, my husband has yet not returned
from the Lodge.” She then in a sitting posture, bent
forward over her child, and with a shawl that hung loosely
over her shoulders she absorbed a starting tear. At that
very moment her husband was probably in the Lodge
joining his voice in the words of a favorite masonic song—

“ We are true and sincere
“ And just to the fair.”

I withdrew from this mason’s house with pity for his
young wife and infant children, and with lessened respect
for an institution which could thus withhold a husband
and a father from the first of social duties,

Masonry alienates the minds of some men from the
common pursuits of life, and inclines its votaries to things,
immoderate, incredible, and out of their reach. It styles
itself but another name for Charity, but it is not modest
like Charity ; it vaunteth itself and is puffed up. In the
subordinate lodges it delights itself in those songs which
are denominated masounic, the burden of which is, that
masons are the greatest and the best of men, companions
of princes wherever they go; that they built all the sa-
perb temples and palaces in the world ; that they are em-
inently benevolent, and the special favorites of the fair.
It flaunts in the robes and titles that might become the
high stations of piety or power in the Court of an eastern
prince.

In a country, like ours, where all men stand upon a
level, and where the fields of usefulness and honor are
open to all, it cannot be consistent with the wisdom of a
well regulated mind to cultivate those flowers that yield
no fruit; or to decorate one’s self with the ornaments
that serve to make the wearer of them no more respecta-
ble than he woald be in the plain garmeats suited to his
daily calling.

If a mason would qualify himself to become a master
of a lodge, he must load his memory with a mass of mat-
ter for which the understanding has but small afiinity.
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If young men would quit those scenes of almost profitless
.amusement and attend with equal assiduity the lectures
on operative masonry aud architecture; on chemistry,
astronomy, botany, anatomy, mineralogy, agriculture or
mechanics, which might at a small expense be heard in
every city, and in some villages; they would find more
satisfaction to their own inquisitive minds and lose none
of that respectable standing in the community which they
now enjoy. If some young lawyers would give that por-
tion of their time to legal and historical studies, which
some few of them throw away in investigating the self-
asserted antiquity and universality of Freemasonry, they
would find themselves in higher request in their profes-
sion, masters of the Civil Law, the Admiralty Law, and
Law of Nations; and possibly their chance would be fair
as diplomatists, to represent their country in the presence
of Kings.

Masoury is said to be a sort of accomplishment suita-
ble for a traveller ; but a knowledge of the language of
the country he visits, and of the business he goes to
transact, will set him above the necessity of any aid or
pleasare to be derived from masonic knowledge or ma-
sonic acquaintances; and as to those who are coment to
remain in their own country, if a man will mind his own
affairs, and abstain from those habits of moderate drinking,
at which the genius of masonry takes no offence, he will
seldom need any of the pecuniary aid that the funds of
masonry can bestow.

I have never considered masonry as having any dis-
tinct political influence in this Commonwealth., There
are some who seem to think differently ; and it is with
grief that I have scen in print any insinuation that the
administration of justice is under masonic influence. 1
am convinced that this 1s vnmerited here. My observa-
tion does not permit me to believe that such influence has
extended to any department of government. Let masonry
be gently divested of its borrowed plumes, bat not loaded
with that which it does not deserve to bear.

Every man who is a mason will be frank enough to
confess it, and until the question is proposed to him it
cannot be right that he should be charged with masonry
by those who consider it a cause of reproach. Such a
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charge made against any public functionary, may do harm
to the Commonwealith rather than to masonry.

I have recently seen a paragraph which is said to have
been printed in an oration delivered by Mr. Brainard, a
distinguished mason, at New London in Connecticut, on
the 24th June, 1825. It is in these words :—

““ What is masonry now ? it is powerful : it comprises
men of rank, wealth, office, and talent, in power and out
of power, and that in almost every place where power is
of any importance ; and it comprises among other classes
of the community, to the lowest, in large numbers, active
men united together and napahle of being directed by the
efforts of others, so as to have the force of concert through-
out the civilized world, They are distributed too with
the means of knowing one another, and the means of
keeping secret, and the means of co-operating in the desk,
iIn the !eglslatwe hall, on the bench, in every gathermg
of business, in every party of pleasure, in every enterprize
of gu?ernment in every domestic circle, in peace and in
war, among enemies and friends, in one place as well as
another. So powerful indeed is it at this time, that it
fears nothing from violence either public or private ; for
it has every means to learn it in season, to counteract,
defeat, and punish it.”

Having seen masonry only in its three incipient steps,
and bat little or nothing of it for many years past, I am
not able to attribute to it any such mighty sagacity an
power as the author of that oration so boldly arrogates
for it. Every one however will judge of this, as his own
knowledge and good sense shall dictate, If he has given
a true descnptmn of masonry, it ought to be dreaded as
a pestilence that walketh in darkness. We have no Po-
lice vigilant and strong enough to cope with it. It can,
if it p]eases throw a flood of light upon the last miserable
scene of Morgan’s life. If any part of this mystery of
iniquity is o remain undev&luped it must be because
masonic obligations, have an influence more powerful
than those of justice. If what Mr. Brainard has said be
not true, he has done wrong to the cause he advocates,
and must in the opinion of its friends deserve some pun-
ishment, perhaps almost as severe as that which awaits
a man in England who is an utterer of false news, or
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false and pretended prophecies, calculated to give un-
founded alarm to the people.*

The abduction of Morgan, which followed soon after
the publication of that remarkable paragraph, has excited
perhaps a just belief that the existence of masonry is in-
compatible with the personal security of those who reveal
its mysteries. However well or ill founded this belief
may be, I hope no cause for it will long exist; but that
the subordinate Lodges will vpon due consideration, sur-
render their charters to the Grand Lodge, and close this

reat concern, which some pretend has been going on,
%quietly till now,) ever since the days of Adam. Masonry
will thus subside and come to a peaceful and honorable
death. In no better way can masons display the respect
and benevolence which they feel for their uninitiated
brethren of the human family, than by voluntarily walk-
ing with them on the common level of citizenship.

MASONRY PRODUCTIVE OF NO PERMANENT MORAL
GOOD.

Extracted from writings of Rev. John G. Slearns.t

Ir masonry be what it professes, its direct tendency
must be to nourish the piety of the heart and the graces
of the divine Spirit. Does it have such a tendency?
Are those Christians who devote themselves to masonry,
and have made the greatest advances, and even searched
all its mysteries, any more wise, godly, and useful, than
many others who have no knowledge of masonry? 1 will
leave facts to speak for themselves, and my readers to
judge for themselves, and I presume they will agree, that

* 4 Vol. Blackstone's Commentaries, p. 149.

t Mr. Stearns’s Volume, entitled “ An Inquiry into the Nature
and Tendency of Speculative Freemasonry,” is one of the ablest
produetions which has appeared on the subject. Its service to the
cause of Anti-masonry, has probably been greater than that of any
work of the kind. Five editions have already been published.—Ep.
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such Christians often appear to possess the least of the
humble spirit of the Saviour.

If it be the tendency of masonry to gratify and comfort
the pious heart, and promote its spiritual growth, why do
80 many godly members of the fraternity forsake it and
proclaim its leanness T The reason Mr. Bradley gives is,
other important callings occupy their attention and ren-
der it inconsistent for them to attend the meetings of the
lodges. This may be true in some cases, but not in all;
nor does it answer the objection he has anticipated. The
objection is, ““ Why do many good men who once attend-
ed the lodges, now neglect them 1’ Many good men do
forsake the lodges, not, however, because of other pres-
sing calls, but because masonry does not satisfy them.
There are many devout, praying, living Christians, orna-
ments to the cause, and lights in the world, who have
utterly abandoned the pursuits of masonry, and on their
death beds, have refused its funeral honors. Mr. B.*
must have known this. Why has he passed it in silence ?

If masonry possesses those excellences which masonic
writers ascribe to it, why do not those men, when they
forsake masonic lodges, forsake the church, the bible, and
the cause of Christ? Why do they forsake masonry for
Christianity 7 If they forsook Christianity too, the thing
could be reconciled. But that they should still manifest
a more devout aitachment to it, and an increasing relish
for itz requirements, while they lose their relish for ma-
sonry—and view it as wanting the one thing needful—as
possessing nothing which nourishes the piety of the heart,
and as inconsistent with the Christian profession; are
things altogether unaccountable on any other ground,
than that masonry is not of God, nor what it pretends to
be. This objection can never be raised against Christi-
anity. It never has been said, and never can be said, in
truth, that good men utterly forsake it for something else,
and remain good men, and even better than they were
before.

The man who forsakes Christianity, forsakes God, his
duty, and the path to heaven, or any thing else which

* Mr. B, since the publication of his work, has renounced ma-
gonry.—ED,
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rendered them more useful in the world. For men to
forsake masonry because they are disgusted with it, and
find something more excellent in the Bible, is very differ-
ent from what it is to forsake it because they are crowd-
ed with other important callings. The latter may some-
times be the case, the former is often the case; and is an
open avowal of the emptiness of masonry, and of its utter
insufficiency to satisfy a pious mind.

What support does masonry afford the people of God?
They are favored with divine support, but whence is it
derived? “ I will pray the Father,” said Jesus, ““and
he shall give you another comforter, that he may abide
with you for ever, even the Spirit of truth.”” This Spirit
is the only source of consolation to the afflicted people of
God. Take this away and there is nothing to sustain
them in the trials of life. Will any person say that this
Spirit, the comforter of saints, belongs to masonry !
What a poor system of religion is that which has in it no
Holy Spirit! What is there here to encourage and sup-
port the children of the Saviour, as they pass through
great tribulation to the kingdom ?

Masonry may afford momentary consolation to a phari-
see, or hypocrite, who builds his hope on his own right-
eousness ; but the man who rests his hopes on the merits
of Christ crucified, thirsts for something to sustain his
heart, far superior to a comfortless system, in which there
is no Holy Ghost. If there be something in masonry
which God has designed as a peculiar support for his peo-
ple, masons will be found guilty for locking it up as a
secret. Why may not all classes, and both sexes, be ad-
mitted to it on God’s terms, * without money and with-
out price?” The fact is, there is nothing in masonry
which a suffering or a dying man needs ; he may endure
afflictions, live to the glory of his Maker, and die in com-
plete triumph, without the aid, and without the hopes of
masonry.

When a man is called to die, it is the most awful, the
most important period of his existence! Then he needs
consolation ; then he needs something to sustain his sink-
ing spirit, and to scatter light on his dark path. What
will become of a poor deluded creature, when called to
die with no better hope than that which is inspired by a
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religion in which there 1s no sanctifying Spirit of God,
and which expunges from it the very name of ** our Lord
Jesus Christ 7’ On what rock will he then stand ? The
splendid edifice he has long labored to rear, will fall upon
his own head, and bury him beneath its ruins. I would
gay to such an one, unless you possess a righteousness far
superior to that which is derived from masonry, you must
be damned. You must be justified by the righteousness
of “our Lord Jesus Christ,” or perish in your sins.
“ Kiss the Son lest he be angry, and ye perish from the
way when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are
all they who put their trust in him.”

According to masonic writers, if masonry were univer-
sally known, it would destroy the institution. * Were the
privileges of masonry to be indiscriminately bestowed, the
design of the institution would be subverted.” * Were
these secrets communicated, they would be of no material
service to mankind ; their appropriate use is to distin-
guish our brethren of every nation, and kindred, and lan-
guage.” Are there no other secrets in masonry, than
those particular signs, by which masons distinguish each
other? What are the degrees and ceremonies in each?
They are as profoundly secret to the world as those
signs are. If these were communicated to the world, the
institution would be subverted, and mankind would re-
ceive no benefit from them.

What does Mr. Town say of the degrees, especially of
the sixth? * With these views the sixth degree is con-
ferred, where the ru:-hea of divine grace are opened in
boundless prospect.” T'he manner in which the riches
of divine grace are thus unfolded, is a secret to all but
masons, as much as any particular sign 1s. Would it be
of no particular service to mankind, were they permitted
to draw near and behold the riches of divine grace open-
ed before them in boundless prospect? Is this of any
service to masons ! Why not of equal service to others?

According to Mr. Bradley, the secrets of masonry are
designed to prevent their bestowing charity on any but
masons. “ The importance of secrecy with us is such,
that we may not be deceived in the dispensing of our
charities, that we may not be betrayed in the tenderness
of our benevolence, or that others usurp the portion which
18 prepared for those of our family.” If a poor sufferer
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makes application to masons, tells them he is a mason and
entitled to their charity, had he no token to give by which
thay should recognize him, they might be deceived and
betrayed, and bestow their charity on one for whom it
was not designed. This shows that masonry 1s a system

of supreme selfishness, and its pretended benevolence the
bare love of party.

FREEMASONRY A SYSTEM FRAUGHT WITH DECEP-
TION AND DETRIMENTAL TO HUMAN HAPPINESS.

Extract from Letters of Rev, Joshug Bradiey, a Seceding Muson.

T'ais will appear, without any veil to cover its enormity
of crime, if you will condescend to examine critically the
constitution, by-laws, amendments, resolutions, and trans-
actions of the fraternity, since it was established in
America. Let antecedent ages roll, burdened with all
kinds of traditions, idolatry and superstition, from which
speculative masonic writers and the devotees of the craft
have picked here and there an atom, which being melted
in their flaming imaginaticns, and brought forth among
stonecutters ; they have clothed it, and denominated this
mere creature of fancy, SpecuLaTIVE FREEMAsoNRY.
Under this name, many of the fraternity in BEurope have
conjured up more than 50 degrees, and conferred titles
upon certain members, taken from all the crowned heads
amidst the vast kingdom that have flourished around the
globe since Japheth dwelt in the tents of Shem. Restless
as the ocean and proud as Lucifer, they have multiplied
degrees and flattered their brethren to obtain them.
When they had taken three degrees they were greeted as
having obtained great information in masonry, and were
told that “ the ancient landmarks of the order were in-
trusted to their care.” They are now called Master
Masons. 'When individoals have passed the Arch, and
obtained the knowledge of a certain mysterious hug, and
have been intrusted how to open and close a chapter,

4
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they are promounced wise, virtuous and highly favored
among mortals. A few words of the charge given to a
companion, will confirm my assertion and show the impo-
sition of masonry, for it abounds in every degree:

“ Worthy companion, you are now exalted to the
sablime and honorable degree, of a Royal Arch mason.
Having attained this degree, you have arrived at the
summit and perfection of ancient masonry.”

Is this true? Why then are the higher degrees called
ancient? Why is the 14th degree called Perfection?
I beseech you candidly to examine into the nature and
existence of all their multiplied forms of deception, their
obscure interpretations, charters, diplomas, dues, con-
tinuance of membership, dresses and implements, &c.
&c., and seriously inquire what all these labors, consump-
tion of time and property, have benefited millions who
have been connected with the order in all its mutations
and progress amid civilized nations? A few well organ-
ized churches of Christ have done more in instructing
the ignorant, in comforting the sick, in feeding the
hungry, in clothing the naked, and proclaiming glad
tidings to mankind, than the whole hosts of masons have
done around the globe, since the commencement of their
existence,

- Masonry in every country has been changing its posi-
tions, constitutions, obligations and lectures, and muffling
itself in fine robes, smiling and courting certain virtuous
charactersto forman affinity with it, that others might think
favorably of it, and in this way aid in opening wider its
jaws to the innocent,and proclaim abroad that the great,
the learned and the good were members aof this * ancient
and honorable fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons.”
Here permit me to say, without fear of contradiction, that
those great and good men, of whom masons are contin-
ually boasting, never concerned themselves about its
financial aflfairs and intriguing management. Those
great men occasionally visited a Grand Lodge or a Grand
Chapter, heard an oration on masonry, and then retired
and left the transactions of the fraternity to others.—
Why is this? Because these gentlemen have other avo-
cations, more honorable to themselves and more important
to their fellow men, than to spend their time or inter-
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meddle any longer with the belittling system of masonry.
These gentlemen in their younger years may have been
masters of lodges, or high priests of chapters; but they
are no more fascinated with the low, foolish and degraded
work of bringing about of candidates, &c. &c. As many
may be offended at my renouncing masonry, and my
plainness in stating my conviction of its fallacy, I beg
leave to say, that the whole system, so far as I can trace
it back, is deceptive and its members who frequent lodges
and chapters become discordant and contentious—for
they find nothing in masonry to render them happy, and
they see many things wrong and find many individuals
with whom they cannot hold fellowship, or even walk in
procession at the solemnities of a funeral.

At present I will only glance at the fraternity in Amer-
ica. Enough has taken place in our own country, if
suitably laid before the publie, that would make all men
gaze with astonishment, who were not twice dead and
buried beneath the lumber of traditions, gathered from the
antedilavians and a thousand wayward transgressors of
God’s holy law.

The first Grand Lodge in America was formed in
Boston in July, 1733, and received its charter from Eng-
land. A war among these brothers in Boston and in
England soon commenced, and a second Grand Lodge
was formed in Boston in December, 1769, and received
its charters from Scotland. Here contention reigned, and
calumny blowed loud her trumpet through every street.
In September, 1781, a Grand Lodge was formed in the
city of New-York, having received its warrant from the
Duke of Athol. Only six years after the date of their
warrant, the masters and wardens of the several lodges
met; having been duly notified, closed their lodge sine
die, and then formed a Grand Lodge, independent of the
Duke of Athol, and paid him no more tribute. Here all
their former obligations were considered void and new
ones formed to support the laws and the regulations of
the Grand Lodge of the state of New-York. From those
days till the present, animosities, fraud, evil speaking,
conventions called, divisions made, and every kind of
malevolence and even the murder of Morgan justified,
and desperadoes supported from masonic funds to unite
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and publish defamation against the rulers of our nation
and the ministers of Jesus, whose characters are fair
among the churches, and their preaching attended by
the influences of the Holy Spirit to the salvation of souls.
Now, my brethren, if you do not believe me, read for
yourselves. Find, if you can, one single chapter or verse
in the sacred scriptures, where speculative masonry is
mentioned, or supported. All those passages which have
been published in their books, and their having the Bible
open in their lodges, is a piece of deception, and was
invented to obtain influence among the more serious parts
of community, that not only the men of the world, but
members of churches might be taken by the craft;
the fountains of justice defiled, the temple of the living
God fhlled with confusion, the pillars of government torn
away, and *‘ the whole wheel of nature set in a blaze.”
Every mason who has taken ten degrees or more, can
either recollect, or can turn to obligations published in
part belonging to those degrees, and can easily discern,
that those obligations have been formed by different men,
at different times ; and by men extremely ignorant of the
obligations taken in the Jower degrees and are wicked
beyond the power of language to describe. In these
obligations one destroys the other, and therefore it is very
clear to me, that no set of men in any age, or country in
one assembly at the same time ever formed these pre
terous and ever varying obligations. And I know, and
s0 do many in the fraternity, that these obligations are
very much abridged in some States, and augmented in
others, even in our own country. In New-England,
where masonry has been in some degree sysiematized, a
general accordance prevails in admlmstermg the obliga-
tions ; but pass those States, and a scene of confusion,
contradiction and discordant modes of work in lodges
and chapters abound from the lakes of Canada to the
gulf of Mexico. Yet all the candidates are told, through
this vast range of country, that no more is imposed upon
them, through all the humiliating conditions in which
they are placed, than was imposed upon our ancient and
honorable brethren “who were made masons before us.
Here deception reigns, and the candidate is taught to
believe what he afterwards finds by travelling, or con-
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versing with masons from other States and countries, a
falsehood. If these assertions be not credited, let a
Master Mason converse witha French Mason, or visit one
of their lodges and see them work; or a Royal Arch
Mason visit any city in Pennsylvania, Kentucky, Tennes-
see or Missouri, and hear the obligutions and see their
mode of work. I could here show the vast difference
that exists, but I shall not at this time write on this point;
though I do not value those obligations that I have taken
of any efficacy to me, or that [ ought to obey them; for [
am fully convinced that all masonic authorities are with-
out any reasonable foundation. _

In my first, or this communication, I have not sought
to argue upon the absurdity of secret societies; for this
has been ably enough done by Anti-masons in many
papers, and especially by the Elucidator of Utica, to con-
vince any individual who is anxious to obtain satisfaction
upon this subject. My design has been to state fairly,
my connexions and conclusions about masonry. Far be
it from me, to wish to kindle up any indignant feelings
against an individual member of any Lodge, Chapter,
Encampment or any body called Masonic ; but to let the
public know my present views of those systems; * for
they are many,” and invented at different periods, and
for various purposes, and so blinded that it is not a very
easy task to seize all their ramifications and hold them up
to wither under the sunbeams of truth. Neither do I
mean to cast any reflections upon those who conferred
dsgrees upon me, nor charge myself with sins unpardon-
able, in being instrumental in deceiving many ; for I was
captivated with the same fascinating delusion, that those
were who brought me to their altars, &c. &ec. If I were
now to ballot for candidates, and aid in conferring
degrees, as I formerly did, my criminality would be
great. In those labors I firmly believe I shall never
engage. And can you, my brethren, who enjoy the
humble and soul nourishing influences of the Spirit of
Christ? Can those lifeless ceremonies and repetitions
which we used in lodges and chapters afford you any real
consolation ?  Are you still tenaciously fond of masonry,
after all that has transpired, that has been said and
written upon this subject? What can you expect to ac-

4#
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complish by continuing your membership? The alarm is
given, investigation has commenced, and more than five
inillions have been roused from lethargy, who will not be
persuaded to lie down and sleep, while about two thousand
masonic halls enclose secret assemblies, (at least one per
month,) who dare not utter their transactions to their
most intimate companions and friends who belong not to
the fraternity? Can you enjoy religion, and feel the
sanctifying influences of grace, while you are daily con-
tending for the existence of an institution that has
received its death blow, and must inevitably expire?
Perhaps you fear the consequences, and are unwilling to
encounter the calumnies and falsehoods that masonic
presses pour out in torrents upon all who dare leave the
order ? This you may expect, for none have escaped who
were influential among them. Had 1 not been willing to
have my name cast out as evil and to have all kinds of
falsehoods published against me, and even expose myself
to frowns, jests, and as much contemptuous treatment as
these giants in infidelity can raise against me through all
the ranks o their beardless militia, I would have heid my
peace.

But, my brethren, what have we professed and what
are our Jbligations to God, his church, and the world of
mankind? Is this vain world a friend to grace? We
must pass through evil report and good report. It is
through great tribulation that we enter the kingdom of
heaven. Shall the righteous cower and forsake the cause
of God in an evil day? Is it not said in the book of
God, that they *“look up and are as bold as a lion ™1
‘““ Bay ye to the righteous, that it shall be well with him.”
Read the 8th chapter of Romans, and then ask yourselves
if you can fear the frowns, threats, and contempt of mor-
tals? A lying spirit is abroad, and speaks through all
masonic presses, and this spirit inflames all who hate the
truth, and will make them wax worse and worse, till
sudden destruction shall overwhelm these workers of
mmiquity, to the astonishment of every beholder. Then
masonry will rise no more to trouble Zion, and spread
delusion and death amid civilized nations,

*
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THE TENDENCY OF FREEMASONRY TO INFIDELITY.

Extract from Thacher’s Letters to a brother in the Church.

Yovu inquire ** what evidence I have, that masonry
leads directly to infidelity 1 and, if * it is pretended that
masonry and the system of 1llum1msm arc mutually coup-
led together 1" If you had said systems of illuminism, I
think you would have given a more just representation of
the subject. Iluminism, I conceive to be one; but its
systems are many, Illuminism is a popular name for In-
fidel Philosophy, comprising all its doctrines, and shades
of doctrine, from Deism, to Atheism and complete skep-
ticism. 'T'he systems of this philosophy are exceedingly
various, and so artfully either contrived or adepted, as to
““deceive, 1f it were possible, the very elect.” I speak
of systems belonging to illuminism, as either contrived or
adopted ; because this infidel philosophy has indeed con-
trived some, and adopted others, already fitted for its re-
ception. Of some of these systems you haie given the
names ; as, the ““ Society of Carbonar1” in Germany, the
‘““ United Irishmen,” and the “ Ribbon-men,” in Ireland,
&c. You justly observe, that *distinctions like these
are of little consequence, where one grand object is in
view.” Yet, I think, you have fallen into a mistake, and
confounded the sysfems of illuminism with illominism
itself. Illuminism, I grant, is the same, in every place,
and in every country ; whether it is called * Philosophy,”
““ Reason,” ‘‘ Liberty and Equality,” or *“ Infidelity.” Its
systems, however, are not only as various, but as distinct
as its names ; and exactly adapted to answer its own pur-
poses, though suited to the different temperaments, man-
ners and habits of different nations. By systems, I here
mean, those different combinations and societies, organ-
ized and governed in very different ways, prqfessmg io
promote entirely different objects; but whose grand and
ultimate design has always centred in infidelity. Now, I
ask, What system was adopted by the illuminees of
France, in order to *‘ crush the Wretch,” and to accom-
plish their designs against religion and government? To
trace all their plans, and develope all their schemes of
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wickedness, would require more time, talents and learn-
ing, than can be commanded by me, or perhaps by you.
The following, however, are among some of the measures
which they adopted : T'o hold secret correspondence, to
circulate infidel tracts, control and corrupt the press, and
to superintend the instruction of children and youth.
Some of their bolder steps, were, to publish their Ency-
clopedia, seize upon the Royal Academy, and bring it
entirely under their corrupting influence ; and to instil
the poison” of infidelity into every primary and public
seminary of learning. In addition to these measures,
they sought, and even obtained, the keys of the public
treasury ; carried their intrigue into the court and coun-
cil of the king, and contrived to fll the most important
offices with their own adepts. Now, it could not be ex-
pected, that such men, capable of devising and pursuing
such measures, wonld suffer such an institution as the
masonic to escape either their notice or their influence.
Accordingly we are assured, by Professor Robison,* the
Abbe Barruel, and others, upon the best authority, that
the three degrees of masonry were no sooner transplanted
from England to France, than the institution was seized
upon both by the Jesuits and the Illuminees. The first
soon relinquished their hold, and then endeavored to
crush the institution ; the others held on, and moulded
it into just such a shape as would best answer their de-
signs., They contrived additional degrees; such as have
gince been adopted, and are now in use in the United
States. They introduced new, and additional ornaments,
in dress and jewelry, to please the funcy, and to excite
the curiosity of * the profane.” In short, they found, in
Freemasonry, the very engine, which they had long desir-
ed ; and it proved just such a system, as answered their
highest and most sanguine expectations. It is true, they
eventually formed distinct, and what have been called,
“ Illuminated Lodges;” but they still kept their hold
upon the mother institution.

* John Robison, LL. D, Professor of Natural Philosophy in ¥d-
inburg University ; member of the American Philosophical Society ;
and of the Royal Society at Manchester ; and foreign member of the
Linperial academy of Scicnces at St. Petersburg.—Eb.
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Here then, it appears, that the illuminees® did not
“ personate” Freemasonry, but adopted it, as a system al-
ready fitted to their hand, which they could mould and
use at pleasure, to carry into execution their schemes of
infidelity. This view of the subject corresponds precisely
with Professor Robison’s account of the institution, and
the manner in which it was moulded and adapted to the
designs of French infidelity. The Professor shows, sat-
1sfactorily, that Freemasonry originated in England ; that
it existed there, only in the three first degrees; and that
it was not considered of any serious importance, but
merely as a kind of diversion for young men, affording
them opportunity to pass away a leisure hour, or to in-
dulge themselves in occasional convivial intercourse.—
That I have not mistaken the views of Dr. Robison, on
this subject, 1 think will clearly appear in the following
extracts :—*“ In my early life,” says this learned and saga-
cious Professor, ““ I had taken some part in the occupations
(shall I call them) of Freemasonry ; and having chiefly
frequented the lodges on the continent, [ had learned
many doctrines, and seen many ceremonials, which had
no place in the simple Freemasonry which oblains in this
country.” [England.] “1 had also remarked, that the
whole was much more the object of reflection and thought
than I could remember it to have Leen among my ac-
quaintances at home. There I had seen a mason lodge
considered merely as a pretert for passing an hour or
two in a sort of decent conviviality, not altogether void
of some rational occupation.” [Introduction to Proofs of
Cunspirany, p.- 7.]

“1 was importuned by persons of the first rank to pur-
sue my masonic career through many degrees unknown
in this country. But all the splendor and elegance 1
saw, could not conceal a frivolity in every part. It ap-
pmred a baseless fabric.” [lbid, p. 8.]

Speaking of the attention with which he was treated,
at a certain festival, where “the simple system” of Eng-
lish Freemasonry prevailed, he says, “ 1 do not suppose

* The Illuminees, as individuals, were very numerous, long before

the “ OrpER oF JLLuMiNaTI,” properly so called, had an exist-
ence.
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that the Parisian Freemasonry of forty-five degrees could
give me more entertainment.” [Ibid, p. 10.]

Of the origin of this system of Freemasonry, the Pro-
fessor remarks, * Some curiosity, however, remained, and
some wish to trace this plastic mystery to the pit from
which the clay had been dug, which had been moulded
nto so many shapes, ‘ some to honor, and some to dis-
honor.” *  [[bid, p. 10.]

“1 was frequently sent back into England, from whence
all agreed that I'reemasonry had been imported into Ger-
many. I was frequently led into France and into ltaly.
There, and more remarkably in France, [ found that the
lodges had been the haunts of many projectors and fa-
natics, both in science, in religion, and in politics, who
had availed themselves of the secrecy and the freedom of
speech maintained in these meetings, to broach their par-
ticular whims, or suspicious doctrines, which, if published
to the world in the usual manner, would have exposed the
authors to ridicule or to censure.” [Ibid, pp. 11, 12.]

*“ In their bands, Freemasonry became a thing totally
unlike to the system (if it may get such a name) imported
Jrom England ; and some lodges had become schools of
irreligion and licentiousness.” [Ibid.]

“It | Freemasonry] seems indeed peculiarly suited to
the talents and taste of that vain and ardent people [the
French.|" Baseless and frivolous, it admits of every form
that Gallic refinement can invent, to recommend it to the
young, the gay, the luxurious; that part of society which
alone deserves their care, because in one way or another
it leads all other classes of society.” [lbid, p. 13.]

“ It has accordingly happened, that the homely Frees
masonry imported from England has been totally changed
in every country of Europe, either by the imposing ascen-~
dency of French brethren, who are to be found every
where, ready to instruct the world ; or by the importation
of the doctrines, and ceremonies, and ornaments of the
Parisian lodges. Even England, the birth-place of ma-
sonry, has experienced the French innovations; and all
the repeated injunctions, admonitions, and reproofs of the
old lodges, cannot prevent those in different parts of the
‘kingdom from admitting the French novelties, full of tin-
sel and glitter, and high sounding titles.” [bid.]
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“ The French innovations in Freemasonry were quickly
followed in all parts of Europe, by the admission of simi-
lar discussions, although in direct opposition to a standing
rule, and declaration made to every newly received Brother,
‘ that nothing touching the religion or government shall
ever be spoken of in the lodge.” But the lodges in
other countries followed the example of France, and have
frequently become the rendezvous of innovators in religion
and politics, and other disturbers of the public peace. In
short, I have found that the covert of a masonic lodge
had been employed in every country, for venting and pro-
pagating sentiments in religion and politics, that could
not have circulated in public without exposing the author
to great danger. I fouond that this impunity had gradual-
ly encouraged men of licentious principles to become more
bold, and to teach doctrines subversive of all our notions
of morality—of all our confidence in the moral govern-
ment of the universe—of all our hopes of improvement in
a future state of existence—and of all satisfaction and con-
tentinent with our present life, so long as we live in a
state of subordination. I have been able to trace these
attempts, made, through a course of fifty years, under the
specious pretext of enlightening the world by the torch of

hilosophy, and of dispelling the clouds of civil and re-
igious superstition, which keep the nations of Europe in
darkness and slavery. I have observed these doctrines
gradually diffusing and mizing with all the different sys-
tems of Freemasonry ; till, at last, AN ASSOCIATION Has
peEN FORMED” for the express purpose of ROOTING OUT ALL
THE RELIGIOUS ESTABLISHMENTS, AND OVERTURNING ALL
THR EXISTING GOVERNMENTS oF Evrore.” [Ibid,p. 14.]

“In short,” says Professor Robison, ‘‘ we may assert,
with confidence, that the mason lodges in France were
the hot-beds, where the seeds were sown, and tenderly
reared, of all the pernicious doctrines which soon after
choaked every moral and religions cultivation, and have
made the Society worse than a waste, have made it a noi-
some marsh of human corruption, filled with every rank
and poisonous weed.” [Proofs of Conspiracy, p. 45.}5‘“

In allusion to Freemasonry having originated in Eng-

* « The OrpER oF ILLUMINATL.Y
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land, and the manner in which it was received in other
countries, he says, “ Thus did the fraternity conduct
themselves, and thus were they considered by the public,
when it was carried over from England to the continent ;
and here it is to be particularly remarked, that all .our
Brethren abroad profess to have received the Mystery of
Freemasonry from Britain. [Ibid, p. 26.)

Having spoken of the additional Degrees, contrived
and attached by the French, to the three first, which
originated in England, the Professor continues—** These
facts and observations fully account for the zeal with
which all this patch-work addition to the simple Freema-
sonry of England was prosecuted in France. It surprises
us, Britons, who are accustomed to consider the whole
as a matter of amusement for young men, who are glad of
any pretext for indulging in conviviality.” [Ibid, p. 87.]

Of the German lodges, he says, “ All of them received
their institution from England, and had patents from a
mother lodge in London. All seem to have got the
mystery through the same channel, the banished friends
of the Stuart family.”—* Freemasonry was then of the
simplest form, consisting of the three degrees of Appren-
tice, Fellow-craft, and Master.” [Ibid, p. 54.]

Apgain, he says, that the French, who undertook to
improve the Germans, declared *“that the home-spun
Freemasonry, which had been imported from England,

_was fit only for the unpolished minds of the British ; but
that in France it had grown into an elegant system, fit for
the profession of gentlemen.” [lbid, p. 58.] The Ger-
mans, however, not being altogether so credulous as the
French desired, stood in doubt of such innovations, and
thought “ that the safest thing for them was an appeal to
the birth-place of masonry. They sent to London for
instructions, There they learned, that nothing was ac-
knowledged for genuine unsophisticated masonry but
three degrees; and that the mother lodge of London alone
could, by her instructions, prevent the most dangerous
schisms and innovations.” [Ibid, p. 59.]

In view of these copious extracts from Professor Robi-
son, it is easy to see, that Great Britain was, indeed, * the
birth-place of Freemasonry ;" that it existed there only in
the three first degrecs ; that it has been moulded into va-
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rious shapes and systems ; that it was exactly fitted for an
engine of infidel ph!itﬂaphy, particularly as new modelled
and ornamented by the French ; and that it was used for
the very purpose of fostering mﬁde]uy, for at least “ fifty
years’ before the *“ Order of llluminati” had an exist-
ence, and literally became the harbinger of this atheis-
tical and revolutionizing association. It seems, therefore,
that instead of this new system being disowned, and de-
nied fellowship by the masons, and the In{]ges being
‘“ closed, as if to exclude the dangerous innovater;” the
system of Freemasonry became the real mother of Illu-
minism, and the “ Order of Illuminati” was the legiti-
mate child of the Freemason’s lodge. It does seem ** that
the mason lodges were the hot-beds, where the seeds were
sown and tenderly reared of all the pernicious doctrines
which soon after choaked every moral or religious cultiva-
tion, and have made the socieiy worse than a waste, have
made it a noisome marsh of human corruption, filled with
every rank and poisonous weed.”

Such, is some of the evidence, that Freemasonry has
led dlrectly to infidelity in Eumpe and I purpose now
to show, that it has an equally dangerous tendency in this
country.

We cannot suppose, that so large and fair a portion of
the earth as America, should be entirely free from the
machinations of mﬁdehty, nor have we any reason to
bEIieve, that such an extensive and opu lent society as the
masonic fraternity have arisen to be in this country, would”
be overlooked by the eagle eyes of the [lluminati. There
is no society on earth, in which infidelity can remain
more effectually cﬂncealed and more effectually carry on
its secret operations. It is convenient for illuminism to
have its own societies, whose avowed object, every one
knows, is, to propagate its own doctrines. Buat, it is still
more convenient to employ societies, praﬁssediy devoted
to other objects ; because, in thewe it can more easily
‘* conceal the hand that gives the blow.” That societies
of the first kind, which I have mentioned, exist in this
country, there can be no reasonable doubt. The society
of * United Irishmen,” was formed in the United States,
years ago. Beside this, there have existed lodges, in sev-
eral sections of the country, which originated from the

3
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*“ Grand Orient of Paris.” We may doubtless add,
“ The Society of Odd Fellows.”

Now, if French infidelity has gained such a footing,
and been of so long standing, in this country ; what evi-
dence can we have, that our lodges, chapters and en-
campments are free from its influence? 'I'iiere are cer-
tainly very many leading masons, of high standing, in
this country, who are Deists; and I have personally
known several, who were not ashamed to avow their athe-
ism, Besides, it is beyond all dispute, that many of the
higher degrees of masonry, as practised in this country,
were imported directly from France. Masons will not
admit that these degrees were manufactured in this coun-
try ; and they certainly did not originate in England. In
1730, there were but three degrees of masonry known,
either in England or in America. In 1799, the British
Parliament passed an act,* prohibiting any more than
three degrees being given in that kingdom. English gen-
tlemen, who took any higher degrees than the three first,
received them on the continent, When, therefore, we
consider, that the masonic institution, in this country,
embraces from three to foruy, forty five, or forty eight de-
grees, (some say more,) and that the most of these de-
grees were imported from infidel France ; we cannot rea-
sonably doubt for a moment, that illuminism exists, to a
very great extent, in this 1nsmutmn even in the United
States. Aﬂcnrdingly, this fact was testiﬁed, on the best
authority, years ago. ‘A letter from a man of the first
respectability in New England, written in 1798, says,
“ Illuminism exists in this nnuntry. And the impious
mockery of the sacramental supper, as described by Mr.
Robison, has been acted here.) 'The writer proceeds to
state, that his informant, a respectable mason, and a prin-
cipal officer of that brotherhood, declares, that among the
higher orders of masons in this country, this piece of
illaminism (the mockery of the holy supper) 1s at times
practised.” [See Smith on the Prophecies, 2d ed. p. 176.]

Since making the above extract, I have recewed a
letter from the author of that ceiehrated dissertation,
which, being a little more circumstantial, and giving cer-

-

* George IiI. 1799,
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tain authorities which I do not find in the work, I here
insert in full,

Hanvover, Mass, Juxg 29, 1829,
Rev. and Dear Sir,

Your letter is before e 3 and I return an answer by transmitling
to you the following extracts from the second edition of iy Disser-
tation on the Prophecies, published 15 years ago. ** President
Dwight, in 1793, wrote thus, * llluminism exists in this country ; and
the Impious mockery of the sacramment, described by Robison, has
been acted here.” Again: ¢ Under these circumstances, (says Dr.
Dwight,) were founded the socicties of Hluminism.* They of course
gpread with a rapidity which nothing but faet could have indueced
any sober wind to believe. DBefore the year 1786, they were estab-
lished, in great numbers, through Germany, Sweden, Russia, Poland,
Austria, Heolland, France, Switzerland, Italy, England, Scotland, and
America —in all these places was taught the grand sweeping prin-
eiple uf corruption, that the goodness of the end sanctifies the
means!"  Dr, Dwight said, he received his information from a prin-
cipal officer of the American masons.—A mason of hizgh standing at
the soutls, in a leiter to Dr. Dwight, dated March 23, 1800, says,
“the lodge in Portsmouth, (Va.) to which you allude, calied the
French lodge, was considered, by me, as under the modern term of
masonry {liluminism.)” In another lciter from the same o Presi-
dent Dwight, he says, * That you had good reason to suspect the de-

# Mr. Smith gootes from a Fast Diseourse of Dr. Dwight's, delivered in
Yale College, 'The passage is as follows :

“The serpentine sysiem of this order {[lominism) Weishaupt perfectly
understood,  T'he great design of the Jesuiis bad always been (o eagross the

wer and influence of Europe, and to regulate all ns nnportast affairs.

he system of measores, which they bad adopted for this ewd, was superior
to every preceding scheme of buman pﬂii{"y. To this design “"nlsfmupt
who was more ahsolutely an Atheist than Voltaire, and as cordially wishe
for the ruin of Christiauty, superadded a general intention of destroying ihe
moral character of man. The systemn of policy, adopted by the Jesuits,
was, therefore, exactly tived to his purpose @ fur the design, with this super-
additton, was exactly Lhe same,

“ With these advantageous preparations, he boldly undertook this work
of destruction ; and Jaid the axe at the root of all moral principle, and the
sense of all moral obhyation, by establishing a few fundamental doctrines,
which were amply solficient for this porpose. These were, that God is
nothing 5 that govermment is a curse, aud authority an usurpation ; that eivil
socicly is the only apostacy of man 3 that the possession ol propertly is rob-
bery ; that chasuty and nawral atleetion are mere prejudices; and thag
adaltery, assassinalion, poisoning, and other erimes of a similor nature are
lawful, and even virtwous. A large branch of the Masenic Nocieties in Ger-
many and Fravee had already adulpled the same objecis, ss the great and
controlling ones of all their personal aml untied labors, Here secreey fur-
nisbed the most advaniageous opjiortanitics for the formation of every de-
gigu, and the most advantageous contrivance for ils successivl execution,

ere the spirit of hestility agzainst religion and government was kindled,
and blown up inte a dame. i:l-E:rE, m a word, all that vice could wish, and
E{nﬂtgnry atiempl, was proposed, maiored, and set forward for execution,

uder these circumstances, were founded the societies of Iuminism.”
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signs of the French lodge, at Portsmouth, I have no reason, nor ever
had, to doubt. Their work was to effect the plans of France in our
country.’ A member of that lodge boasted that he belonged to a
lodge in Europe, in which the French revolution was planned.
A gentlemnan of the first respectability informed me, (with leave to
]Juh]ish it, if’ I pleased,)} that while he was Grand Master of all the
odges of the State, in which he lived, a bundle cf papers from the
Eastern Conlinent came, by a patural mistake, into his hands, in
which were masonic language, and emblems, altogether above his
comprehension. This was before he had heard of the existence of
Iluminism. The packet by some means went out of his hands,
After he heard of Illuminism, he said he was prepared to believe it,
and that it was established in this country "—In a printed oration,
delivered before the grand royal arch chapter of New York, Feb. 2,
A. L. 5801, by Rev. John Ernst, Grand Chaplain, are the following
words :—* The deep designs of masons culled the lminati, who
have almost inundated Europe, and are fast gaining ground in
JAmerica, have clearly demonstrated the abuse which untiled mason
lodges have met with, and how they, when not guarded, can be rev-
olutionized and moulded at pleasure!” An acquaintance of mine, a
man of name, who with his wife were professors of religion, both in-
formed me, that their son had occasion to reside some years in
, the capital of a middle State, When he returned, they
found, to their great grief, that he had become a gross infidel. He
assured them, *he had learned this wisdom in a society there, insti-
tuted from France, with a view to propagate the sentiments he had
imbibed :—That such societies abounded in our land :—That soon

spel iinisters would not be supported ; and if they existed, the

nger of scorn would be pointed at them :—That the Christian reli-
gion was oll an imposition, and would soon be abolished " A let-
ter was intercepted from a lodge of llluminees in Virginia, to another
in New York, in which were emblems of carnage and death, and
things unknown to the lower grades of masonry in our States,.—The
lodge Wisdom, in Portsmouth, (Va') was the 2260th descendant
from the Grand Orient of Paris, This great number were scattered
in twelve different nations, of which America was one. Girtonner,
in his Memoirs of the French Revolution, says, * The active mem-
bers of the Propagandists (propagators of French masonry) were,
in 1791, fifty thousand, with funds then of six millions of dollars.
Thesze men were sent over the civilized world. And it was a maxim
in their code, that it was better to defer attempts fifty years, than
to fail of success by too great precipitancy ! Robespierre, in his
contention with the Brissotine faction, declared, that revolutionary
designs were the object of the diplomatic mission of Genet to this
country. Genet’s haste and impertinences to effect this design soon,
by the wisdom of Washington, occasioned his recall. In an inter-
cepted letter of his successor in this country, this object of French
Illuminees, in this nation, was ascertained ;—and that the insurrec-
tion in the west of Pennsylvania, (to suppress which cost our nation
one million of dollars, and the raising of an army of 15,000 men,
with Washington at their head,) was the fruit of the secret machi-
pations of these French Illumineez! Washington himsell was de-
nounced by this horrid agency, and was declared to be an enemy to
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his country. And the people were called upon, when he left his
presidential office, to keep a jubilee on the occasion. Washington,
in a letter to a friend, spake of this abuse as being in ¢ such indecent
terms as could scarcely be applied to a Nero, or to a notorious de-
Saulter 7 In another letter he says, © That the self-created societies
that have spread themselves over this nation, have been lauhoring in-
cessantly 1o sow the seeds of distrust, jealousy, and discontent,
hoping thereby to effect some revolution in the government, is not
unknown to you. That they have heen the fomeunters of the west-
ern insurrection, admits of no doubt.” He again says, ¢ It is doubt-
ful still, whether that party, which has been a curse to this country,
may not be able to cootinue their delusions!” No wonder, then,
that this Father of hiz nalion should, in his farewell address, warn
his eountry to beware of all secret societies! HKven Bonaparte
boasted, < We well know our strength in America; and let us do

what we will, we can turn all the odium of it on those who favor not
our designs.”

These (ew extracts I transmit. You may make what use of them
yvou please. I have long since given them to the publie.
1 am, dear sir, alfectiouately yours,

ETHAN SMITH.

Now, dear brother, in view of these facts, it is more
than evident to my mind, that French Illuminism has
been incorporated with American Freemasonry. It does
appear, from unquestionable authority, that, as long ago
as 1798, ‘ the impious mockery of the sacramental sup-
per had been acted here,” in the * higher degrees of
Freemasonry.” 'This fact accords precisely with Webb's
account of the * Inefiable Degrees,”* in one of which
the * Most Perfect” is represented as saying to the novi-
tiate, “ Eat of this bread with me, and drink of the same
cup.” We have substantial evidence also, even from re-
spectable masons, that many of the lower lodges had been
moulded to suit the desizns of French infidelity, nearly
thirty years ago; and that this corruption was, at that
time, “ fast gaining ground in this country.”

Can we, then, foster Freemasonry, even in the three
lower degrees, without, either directly or indirectly, aid-
ing the cause of infidelity? Even admitting, that the
three lower degrees are as pure as you seem to imagine ;
still, they are the portal to the labyrinth of Illuminism.
This is an avenue, which must be shut, or our country 1s
undone, The lower degrees are, and have been, con-

. —

* Freemason’s Monitor, 1816. p. 276,
5
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strued into every thing, and any thing, which was calcu-
lated to promote the designs of infidels; and these de-
signing men have repeatedly * laughed in their sleeve,”
m view of the farcical ceremonies of the third degree, as
cunningly devised, and directly calculated to bring the
scriptures into disrepute, and cast contempt upon the
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Even on the
supposition, therefore, that you and I may not have con-
sidered lhese pernicious doctrines as “‘taught 1n the
lodge-room ;" yet the work is so constructed, that others
may, and do, construe it into whatever they please. I
must confess also, that though I did, for a time, argue
with myself, as you do, on this ﬂuh]ent and a]r.huugh I
endeavored to persuade myself into the settled conviction,
that this was pure morality ; yet, afier all, when 1 wit.
nessed the various ceremonies of the several degrees, my
conscience has secretly whispered, this is no place for a
Christian, and especially for a Christian minister.” These
secret whispers, and a scrutinizing observation of the
effect, which those ceremonies have upon the fraternity,
have led me more critically to examine the subject; which
examination has led me to the present result, Reflecting
upon the snare, from which I have escaped, I would not
be placed hack where | was six months ago, for all the
honors and treasures of earth., I have, dear brother, re-
peatedly seen the smile of mirth playing in the counte-
nance of many a mason, during even, what are called, the
most sublime and solemn parts of the work. In reflect-
Ing upon past years, also, and the several revivals of re-
ligion, which I have had opportunity to witness, [ can
now recollect but very few, comparatively, who have~
become hopefully pious, after joining the masonic institu-
tion. I understand that the same observation has been
made by a clergyman,* who has doubtless had more expe-
rience in revivals of religion, than any man now living in
our own country. Among professors of religion, too, I
think the observation will hold good, that the iudge-gumg
brethren are not generally among the most engaged and
active members of the church. I do not say tius, by any
means, to make invidious comparisons ; and I am willing

* Rev. Mr. Nettleton.
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to admit that there are exceptions. But I have never
known a church member, who gave decisive evidence of
piety, who would not spontaneously abaudon the lodge,
during a revival of religion. Neither have I ever known
a professor of religion, however apparently engaged be-
fore, but what, in one way or another, gave decisive evi-
dence of religious declension, immediately after joinin
the masonic institution. I can also recollect of severa
instances, in which young men had appeared very seri-
ously concerned for the soul and the things of eternity ;
but who, on being initiated into the mysteries of masonry,
immediately banished all serious impressions, and, from
that day forward, appeared perfectly careless and secure.
I am also constrained to think, that no professor of reli-
gion ever found himself improved in moral feeling, in
consequence of attending a communication of the lodge ;
or that he scarcely ever went away, in consequence, with
one profitable serious reflection, unless with this, that he
had worse than thrown away his precious time, and would
better stay away in future. Permit me, also, to ask you,
dear brother, (and I wish to do it most tenderly and affec-
tionately,) if you have felt in your heart, generally, that
glow of religious warmth, since, as before you became a
member of the masonic Institution? Have you been as
much disposed to attend religious meetings since, as be-
fore ; or to take a part in those religions meetings, as you
frequently did, four or five years ago? Permit me again
to ask, if you feel like going from your closet to the lodge,
or from the lodge to your closet? Or, if you do, is it
with that freedom and holy fervor, which you believe you
have felt in years past? These are plain and significant
questions ; and I doubt not you will answer them to your-
self, in the fear of God, and with a reference to the judg-
ment day.

You add, *“I am told that Royal Arch masonry has
much to do with a Saviour, while he if only darkly pre-
figured in the three first.” Here, I am sure, you are
laboting under a sad mistake, I wish to know wherein
the Saviour is even darkly prefigured, in any part of the
three first degrees. Is it in the mock representation of
death and the resurrection? It must be here, if any
where ; but, for my own part, I should as soon and as
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seriously think of looking for the Saviour in one of Shake-
spear’s tragedies, It cannot be. This ceremony is so
contrived, that it may be construed to please the Chris-
tian, Jew, Deist, Mahomedan, and Pagan idolater.—
Wuuld these last think of iﬂ-nkmg for the Saviour here?
I have been informed, that a Jew was, for a considerable
time, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island.

This same Jew, if I mistake not, was actively engaged
in forming the General Grand Chapter of the United
States, Now, would this Jew, do you imagine, consider
Royal Arch masonry as having much to do with the
Saviour ; or that Jesus of Nazareth was even * darkly
prefizured” in the third degree? But, supposing your
idea to be correct ; what is the need of having the Saviour
*“ darkly prefigured,” when “ the true light” respecting
him, has now shone for more than eighteen hundred
years? Is there any need of going into the lodge-room to
observe what God, in his word and providence, has made
so plain? 1 deny, however, that Royal Arch masonry
has any thing to do with the Saviour, except to degrade
and rob him of his glory; and this would please the Jew,

as well as the Deist. In the Mark Master's degree, those
passages of scripture,® which, in the Bible are applied
exclusively to Christ, as the chief corner stone of his
church, masons apply exclusively to a literal stone, which
in this degree, is “ rejected by the builders’” and thrown
away among ‘‘ the rubbish ;" but in the Most Excellent
Master’s degree, is found again, and becomes the key of
the arch, or ““ the head of the corner.” Now what does
this mean? Is it to exalt or to degrade, the Son of God ?
Who shall tell us—the Jew, or the Deist? Let the

;4 'l'he passages of seripture here cited, are the following :—Ps.
cxviii. 22. The stone which the huliders refused, is becowe the
head-stone of the corner.

Matth. xxi. 42.—Did ye never read in the seriptures, The stone
which the huilders rejected, is become the head of the corner?

Mark xii. 10.—And have ye not read this scripture, The stone
which the builders I‘F|E£‘.lﬂd is become the head of the corner?

Luke xx. 17.—What is thls, then, that is written, The stone
which the builders rejected, is become the head of the corner?

Actz iv. 11.—This iz the stone which was set at nonght of you

builders, which is become the head of the corner.—[See Webb’s
Monitor, 1816, p. 78.]
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Christian speak, and his soul must recoil within him!
He will say, if he says the truth, * This is, indeed, my
God and my SBaviour, degraded to a literal stone, mocked,
and cast away, despised and rejected of men!!” “ () my
soul, come thou no more within their secrets; unto their
assembly, mine honor, be not thou umted!” In the
Royal Arch degree, the name of the Saviour is not men-
tioned ; hat the titles and attributes of the great and ter-
rible GD[} are used with the most shocking famiharity ;
and JEHOVAH is literally personified, while the passage
relating to the * burning bush” is cited in full®* In the
*“Order of High Priest,” which properly belongs to Royal
Arch masonry, Christ is again robbed of his honor; and
- passages which apply to him, and to no other being in
the universe, are addressed to a mortal worm of the dust.
What is said of Melchisedec, in the New Testament, as
mpresenting the eternal Priesthood of the Saviour, ma-
son’s address to the High Priest of a Royal Arch Lhap-
ter!T This degree was doubtless contrived by Weis-
haupt, a most subtle adept, and was intended and calcu-
lated o deceive, *“if it were possible, the very elect.”
Of this, however, I shall say more hereafter.—In like
manner, are the agonies of Christ in the garden turned
into mockery, in the order of Knights Templars. Here,
the “ bitter cup” | is prepared for the candidate to drink,
when he receives his obligation. Here 1s represented
““ the place of a skull,” literally indeed, because the skull
is the cap from which the novitiate receives his libation.
In allusion to the bitter cup, the scene of Christ's agony
in the garden is rehearsed,y (does not your soul recoil 7)
particularlv that passage, in which he repeatedly and
earnestly prays, “ O my Father, if it be possible, let this
cup pass from me.”—** Father, if this cup may not pass
from me, except I drink it, thy will be done.”!!! In
allusion to the skull, it is read,§ *“ And when they were
come unto a place called Golgotha, that is to say, a place
of a sRULL, they gave him vinegar to drink, MINGLED
WwITH GALL : and when he had tasted thereof, he would

* Freemason's Monitor, 1816, p. 1326,
t Freemaszon’s Monitor, p. 153.

Town’s Speculative Freemasonry,
See Webb’s Monitor, 1516, p. 232.
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not drink.””!!! Now, is it difficalt here to see the hag-
gard features of Illuminism? Professor Robison, who
had every facility to learn, declares,® that this degree was
formed in an illuminated lodge at Lyons, which, at that
time, “stood at the head of French Freemasonry.” It
seems also, from other authentic accounts, which I have
seen of the history of this order, that those who contrived
it, to render the deception complete, seized, as a kind of
mostlel, the chivalry of the dark ages, and pretended to
trace the degree back, as Webb does, to the eleventh
century.l  We may, then, consider it as established be-
yond a reasonable doubt, that the *Order of Knights

Templars” is the legitimate offspring of French illumin-
ism.

ON THE OATHS AND OBLIGATIONS OF MASONRY.

An sbridement of Rev. Me, Jones's Lellers,

I is my intention in the present letter, to notice some
things in the OATHS or OBLIGA” IIONS of masonry,
which are olyectionable, and, in my opinion, destroying
their binding nature, as to perpfhmf secrecy. Before I
proceed, h:mexer it may be suitable to remark, 1t 1s my
purpose not to introduce any thing as beiﬂngmg to these
obligations, except what was actually tanght me as such
while a re-mhr member of the iustitution. If any indi-
vidual shall question my ability to present the very form
go far as | way need to doit, I would observe, for the
satisfaction of such, that 1 should hold myself in readi~
ness, if required, to submit the question to disinterested
judges, and to abide their decision. It was not my inten-
tion, and I should not have thought it expedient now to
publis’s any part of these Qaths, in the precise words in
which they were taught to me, were it not for the fact,

* Proofs of Conspiracy, p. 44.

1 See Webh's ¢ Observations on the Orders of Knights Templars,
and Knpights of Malta.”—Freemason’s Monitor, 1816, p. 220,
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which has very much surprised me of late; that many of
the fraternity, as I am credibly informed, are positively
denying the substantial correctness of them as they stand
in Morgan’s Hlustrations, thereby, as it must be consid-
ered, implicating me with the gross charge of falsehood.

The first thing to be noticed as objectionable in these
obligations, is the extraordinary mm:£ solemnity, profan-
sty, & c. of their introduction, viz.: *“ I, A. B. of my own
Sree will and aecord, in presence of Almighty God, and
this Right Worshipful Lodge, erected to God and dedi-
cated to the Order of the holy St. John ; do hereby, and
hereon, most solemnly and sincerely promise and swear.”
All three of the first obligations, have precisely this intro-
duction, according to my earliest instroctions ; and what,
let me ask, is there in them, or in the other parsts of
masonty, which can demand, or justify this pretended,
solemn formality? As I know of no necessity for lhis,
nor any thing which can be reasonably urged in its justi-
fication, 1 have no hesitation in declaring my opinion
fully, that it is an absolute violation of the third Com-
mandment, in twice taking the name of the Lord in vain;
and what an auqualified violation it is, also, of the injunc-
tion of holy writ, to * swear not at «ll.” And what can
it be, but a most daring insult, in the face of the Most
High, for a body of men, who, with but very few if any
exceptions, generally, are not those, who fear God and
work righteousness, to set themselves up, as it were, b
his side, clothed with such extraordinary, self-created, seli-
exalted t:llea, and what is it but an impious mﬂcLEry of
God, to declare such lodges, in his awful presence,
Erected to God, and dedicated to the order of the holy St.
John 77 Sure, 1If these lodges, generally, have been
erected to any god, and are acknowledged by him, as
such, 1t must have been to some other than the God of
hedven. 1 wish to be understood, asspeaking exclusively
of the wickedness of these vaths, in distinction from the
character of those who may be still unconsciously giving
their sanction to such wmkednass

Another clansge which I shall notice at this time, is the
same in substance in both the second and third degrees
as follows: “ I furthermore promise and swear, that 1 will
answer and obey, all due signs and summons, given, sent,
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handed, or thrown to me, by the hand of a true and lawful
brother fellow craft, (or master mason,) or from the body of
a legally constituted lodge of fellnw crufts, (or master ma-
sons,) so far as in me les, if within the length of my
cable tow.”” It is certainly difficult to find a happy con-
struction of this clause, and I very much doubt, whether
it has been understood by masons themselves, generally.
Were it not for its peculiar phraseology, it might be un-
derstood to mean, that a person who takes this obligation
upon him, is to answer all signs, made to him personally,
by a brother of the same degree, by making corresponding
masonic signs in return, so as to inspire a masonic confi-
dence in each other; and further that such a person
should obey all summons or citations from the lodge to
attend its meetings ; but as no distinction is made here,

between the prerogative of a lodge and a private hrmher,
to make such signs or summonses; it seems, that each
one is bound to yield implicit obedience, In case of the
signs and summnns of an individual brother ; as well as
in case of the calls of the lodge, in all cases without quali-
fication, when possible, unless he should be called on to
travel further than the length of his cable tow ; thelength
of which imaginary line, I believe, is not uniformly con-
sidered alike among masons; though it has been called
three, four or five miles. It seems impossible to under-
stand these ‘““signs and summons,” as signs of disfress
and calls for charitable assistance, because a whole lodge,
as in this case could not be supposed to call on an inds-
vidual member for such assistance. If we may be allowed
to construe this clause of giving, answering, and obeying
“ signs and summons,” as would seem most rational and
easy from its expression; it binds a mason to be ready,
on the shortest notice, to leave his busginess and go, at
the sign of a lodge, private brother, to assist in doing
any thing which they might declare necessary to be done,
for the welfare and safety of the masonic institution, or
its members, as such, should evil be cloaked in the
design.

This suggestion, which is the only rational interpreta-
tion of the clause which I,am able to obtain, [ acknow-
ledge, might not have entered my mind, had it not been,
that there was such a full, and complete illustration of it,
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in the circumstances attending the kidnapping and un-
questionable murder of Morgan, by the Freemasons two
years ago, and in the masonic outrages which were com-
mitted with a view to destroy the disclosures of his, which
are now before the world in the three first degrees of
masonry.— Though the fraternity generally, may be yet
far from adopting this opinion, 1 do consider myself fully
authorized in the belief, that the original spirit and design
of this clause, was to warrant such proceedings as those
in the Morgan affair, when the life and honor of the
institution should seem to be thus in jeopardy.

The next clause which claims attention, is as follows,
in the oath of the third degree: ** I furthermore promise
and swear, that I will keep a brother's secrets, and all
others committed to me as such, MURDER AND TREA-
SON ONLY EXCEPTED, and those at my own dis-
cretion,” election, or choice. Before proceeding to state
my particular objections to this clause, I would just re-
mark, that I have no doubt, that, as it was taught me, it
contains an important mistake, as it seems to level down
the privileges of masons with those of other men, in
reference to the safety of their secrets with their brethren,
and itis presumed that these words, *“ and all others,” in
the clause were added by some conscientious masonic
lecturer, who, at the time, thought it a necessary and
happy amendment, though usually, it is most probable,
-they have not been admitted into the clause,

One objection to this clause is, that, if there were any
validity in such oath, it obliges masons in some particular
cases to become accomplices with a brother in his gross
violations of the laws of God and man, by concealing his
guilt, and thus screening him from the demands of public
justice. If a mason of the third degree shall be guilty of
counterfeiting, theft, forgery, or highway robbery, for
which he shall be about to be brought to justice, if he can
find a brother mason, who has taken this obligation, and
is able to afford him protection, provided he can be in-
trusted with all the secret circumstances in the case;
then, according to his oath, he is perfectly safe, to go
and relate to him the whole matter concerning his crime,
to be kept as his secrets, at all events, since they are not
the secrets of his murder mor ireason, which he is here

6
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not bound to keep, except when he may prefer keeping
them also.

Another objection to this clause, is, that it must some-
times expose those who take it, to the neceseity of swear-
ing falsely, without any pnsaible way of escape. For
instance, in such a case as has already been supposed, -
where one party is entirely innocent of the secret crime ;
or, in such a case as that of the Morgan affair, where
several may have been combined in the same dark and
evil designs, all of which was previously committed to
each other, as the secrets of a master mason: Now, ifa
part of these shall be detected, or shall recant from any
further share in such iniquity, and shall be duly summoned
as witnesses, and sworn to tell the whole truth in the
case, against the others, they cannot proceed to do it,
withnut violating their masauiu ub]igatiun, then to he
silent, or keep sacred such an oath, there is no possible
nlterlmtwe, but to violate their judmlai oath, and thus be-
tray their country ; and those who have read the testimony
uuder oath, of masonic witnesses, who had been engaged
in the conspiracy against Murwan have seen the dilemma
of masons, thus situated, and whera there seemed to be
the most unequivocal presump!.mn that they considered it
a less evil to violate their judicial, rather than their ma-
sonic oath, when one only could be kept sacred.

But will some reply to these objections, that there is
no such meaning in the clause, and it was never expected,
from it, that a brother would be bound to keep wickedness
a secret, when the public good requires it to be exposed ?
Then, what means this particular exception of only two
crimes, and these not excepted unless it be the choice of
the persons thus bound? Were 1t not for this particular
exception of MURDER AND TREASON, only, it might
have been rational, according to the common usage of
language, to draw this inference from it that the secrets
of masons should be most sacredly kept, in all lawful
cases, only ; but as the clause now stands, it is impossible
to draw from it so favorable an inference, without a gross
perversion of language. Will it be said, again, that the
interpretation of this oath is always given to the candidate
before he receives it, so far as the assurance that it con-
tains nothing which is repugnant to his daty, either to his
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country or his God, and therefore, it cannot mean to bind
any one to keep secret, the crimes of wicked masons?
It is not pretended, but all well meaning masons have so
received and considered it: but, let it be remembered,
that the oath, itself, and the wmistaken interpretation of it
by the master of the lodge, are no more necessarily con-
nected together, than the Bible is, with the false inter-
pretations which are many times given it.

Again, it might be said, that the Bible itself, in the
principles of masonry, is said to be the “ rule and Uuidﬂ
of the faith and practice of every mason, therefore, all
the other parts of masonic principles, must be imerpreled
according to the principles of that sacred volume. This
18 certainly plausible, were we to admit the antiquity and
divine origin of the institution, which have been confi-
dently and boastingly pretended by many. Bat let it be
remembered, that masonry was never founded on the
word of God ; since it is so abundantly evident that, in a
gospel land, the Bible has rather been profanely taken and
placed upon masonry, as a cloak of hypocrisy, which
alone could sustain the institution, in such a land as this;
while the Koran, only, in a Mahometan land, could
answer the same purpose. Thus it may be seen, that the
Bible, and the oaths of masonry, have no connexion with
each uths'r and the latter are not, necessarily, explained
by the former. What impartial observer then, cannot see
the wickedness of such a clause, in the masonic oaths,
however innocently they may be explained, and however
innocent the intention of masons most generally, as I
cheerfully grant, in their unsuspectingly taking upon
themselves, so wicked an ubhgatmn

The next clause which remains to be examined in the
obligations of masonry belongs to that of the third degree,
and though it binds a master mason to be chaste in his
outward conduct, in some cases which are there specified,
it seems, by an irresistible inference, to allow unchastity
in all other cases, not particularly specified. I shall be
excused from repeating this clause in the language in which
I learnt it, though I would say, there is scarcely the least
difference in the phraseology of it, from the manner in
which Morgan has expressed it in his disclosures. The
substance of this clause is simply this; it binds those who
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take it, to keep the seventh commandment inviolate, so far
as may relate to the female department of a brother master
mason’s fumily ; provided however, they shall know, at
the time, that such females do belong to such a family ;
or sustain such a relation, to a master mason.

It is true, that the clause does not enjoin a violation of
the seventh commandment in other cases not specified,
but certainly it contains the allowance of it, or else there
is no meaning in the obligated restriction of chastity to a
few specified cases, What else can we infer from this
limiting of a master mason’s chastity, to a few particular
cases, but that his masonic obligation is designed to leave
him the fullest liberty to trample on the seventh command-
ment in any other case, which it might be desirable?
And even if he shall set at nought this commandment, in
any of the cases where he is required to keep it in the obli-
gation, when he is not aware, that his unchastity or
lewdness is thus connected with a master mason’s family,
his obligation in that respect is not to be considered
violated. It may give us a more clear and definite view
of what is enjoined, and what is allowed in the clause
here examined, if we bring forward some of the other
commandments, under the same restrictions and indul-
gences as parallel cases. How would obligations like the
following appear, if imposed upon members of the frater-
nity—that they will not take the name of the Lord in
vain, in presence of any of a brother master mason’s
family, * knowing them to be such,” or will not murder
one of them, nor steal from them, nor bear false witness
against them, &c., * knowing them to be such?” What
masons of moral principles, let me ask, could endure
with obligations like these, which contain the allowance
of a violation of the several commandments named ? And
yet, they are precisely like the one which I have been
reprobating, as still held in the fellowship of the lodges.

Another objection to the masonic obligations, is, that
they are frequently given to bind men to the performance
of things, of which, at the time, they are left in profound
ignorance. It has been no uncommon thing with the
unskilful master of the lodge, not being able to repeat the
whole of the oath, when called to administer it to the candi-
date, to make up his deficiency with a concluding and all
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comprehending clause, prepared for‘such an emergency,
to' this amount ; that if any part of such oath has been
omitted in the administration, the candidate must swear
that he will hold himself bound by it, as soon as he may
be informed what it is. Thus, if nine tenths of it are
omitted, he must swear to be bound by the whole, assoon
as he may hear it. Can such a manner of administering
and receiving oaths be justified? Is it not literally, if 1
might use the phrase, a swearing at random ? If such be
not a profane trifling with the solemnity of oaths, it seems
difficult to conceive, what would be called profanity.
The next and last part of the obligations, which I think
of noticing at present, is the penalties which are attached
to their violation. Though I recollect that the penalty of
the oath of the Royal Arch degree, is such as to forfeit
life, by having the upper part of the skull struck off, I
shall confine myself to those of the first three degrees,
because these are most familiar to me, and sufficient for
my purpose. The first penalty is, having the * throat
cut from ear to ear,” the ‘‘ longue torn out by the roots,”
&c. The second, having the * left breast torn open,”
the *“ heart taken from thence and thrown over,” the * left
shoulder, to become a prey to the beasts of the field, or the
viltures of the air;” and the third, I will write out in
full, as it was taught me, viz. * Al this, { most solemnly
and sincerely promise and swear, with a fizred and steady
resolution to keep and perform the same, without any
equivocation, mental reservation, or self evasion of mind
in me whatever; binding myself under the no less penalty,
than having my body severed in twain, my bowels torn
from thence, and burnt to ashes, those ashes scaltered to
the four winds of heaven; my body severed in quarters,
those quarters placed on the four cardinal puints of the
compass, with my head in the centre, never agemin to be
reunited until the general resurrection or the judgment.”
Passing by the gross and heathenish abominations
which are so abundant here: I shall attend in this dis-
cussion, to but one particular point, which is this: these
enalties are at variance with the sizth commandment of
the decalogue, ** Thou shalt not kill.” None will pre-
sume to say, that either of those penalties counld be
inflicted, without its producing instant death. So the

ﬁ#
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candidate is made to pledge to the lodge, or institution of
Freemasonry, as a surety, that he will safely keep its
secrets, not his money, nor his sacred honor; but his
very life ; as though that was his own property, and he had
an undisputed right to give it into the hands of assassins
when he pleased. This would be no less than suicide, or
a positive violation of the sixth commandment. Certainly,
a man has no more right to forfeit his own life, as a pen-
alty for the violation of his oath, than that of his wife,
child or friend. Then is it not great wickedness to doit,
in violation of a plain command of God, as it is done in
each of the penalties which have been mentioned ?

Should it be said, that in these penalties, it is only
meant that the candidate should express his strong deter-
mination not to suffer the secrets of masonry to be ezx-
torted from him, even should ruffians put him to death in
any form whatever, it might be answered that the expres-
sion of these penalties, disproves such an explanation;
for the penalty of death, we see, is not attached to that
clause of keeping the secrets only, but to every clause,
thus, ““ Al this, I most solemnly,” &c. * binding myself
under the no less penalty,” &ec. so that it cannot mean,
that the penalty is only to be suffered from ruffians, when
the secrets would otherwise be extorted.

Although these penalties have so long been explained
as not allowing the craft to execute them, thereby mur-
dering the mason who may knowingly and purposely
violate the obligation ; and though it has been so common
for masons to believe, that no such wickedness was in-
tended, or thought of, in the origin of these penalties, it
must certainly be doing violence to our language, so to
understand them, from the words in which they are ex-
pgessed. It has been said, that masonry knows of “no
penalties worse than expulsion.” Then let me ask, why
are these horrid things, in every obligation, called penal-
ties? Are they to be understood as a mere, solemn, un-
meaning exclamation, showing the strong determination
of the candidate to keep the obligation, hike the profane
and thoughtless character, who sometimes says, he will
die, if his assertion be not true, or if he shall not fulfil his
word? Considering that the candidate at the time of
taking this oath and penalty upon him, is on his knees;
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and also he is caused to say, * in the presence of Al-
mighty God, and that" ** Right Worshipful Lodge,” it
will not be supposed, that the language of these penalties
was meant to be trifled with in such a manner.—If these
awful penalites have any meaning, what can they mean
less than death ; to be inflicted on the candidate, in case
of a violation of his oath, in the very shape there repre-
sented ! Certainly, nothing less than this, for so it is
expressly declared, “ Under the no less penalty than
having my body severed in twain,” &c. And who then
are the persons authorized to inflict those penalties but
masons, themselves, who are the ouly persons aggrieved
or injured by such violations? And if these penalties
are not to be so understood, what must we think of the
recent declaration of masons in a multitade of instances ;
that if Morgan was murdered by the fraternity, as it is
generally allowed that he was, he was treated just as he
should have been ; and if still liting, he ought to be dis-
posed of in such a manner? And further, if these penal-
ties were never intended to authorize the craft to inflict
any punishment on offenders worse than expulsion; how
is it to be explained to us, that a great number of ma-
sons should be engaged in the outrages against Morgan
and Miller, and though several of them have since been
convicted of their crime in the affair, and punished by
the civil authority, and others have absconded to evade
such punishment, while masonry, or all the lodges con-
nected with those masons, stand mute, or look upon those
enormities with approbation ?

If these penalties do not forfeit'the life into the hands
of the fratermity, and of course, masonry has no laws,
which authorize kidnapping and murder of its offenders,
why were not all those masons who were engaged in the
conspiracy and mob of forcibly seizing and carrying off a
free citizen to be murdered, as none can consistently
deny, expelled from the ludges to which they respectively
belonged ! Instead of this, not one of them, it appears,
has violated the Jaws of masonry in that matter, so far as
to procure his expulsion. Does not this denlare, in lan-
guage too plain to be misunderstood, that such is not
unmasonic conduct?  Does it not seem to say to us, that
an offender like Morgan, according to the laws of ma-
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sonry, has forfeited his person and life, to be at the dis-
posal of the brotherhood, so that such individuals have
only acted in behalf of the fraternity, and of course, are
not to be called to account for so doing? And does not
this prove, that masonry, so far does consider these penal-
ties to mean precisely what they express? And that they
forfeit life, in violation of the sixth commandment? To
show more particularly that these oaths are not binding,
will be my next object.

This is a point which I have endeavored 1o keep promi-
nently in view from the beginning, and if not deceived,
all the arguments which have been adduced, are calcula-
ted, more or less, to establish the position: But now, I
have arrived at a place in the discussion, where it seems
to come n course, to take up this point by uself, and
bring forward arguments, with particular design to show
that these caths are, in no sense binding upon masons ;
although it is admitted that there are some things in
them, which according to the gospel all men are under
obligation to observe and do; still, no one is to be con-
sidered under any greater obligation for the same by
reason of these masonic oaths,

-, First, [ would say, that these oaths are not binding,
and masonry ought not to be kept a secret, because of
the wickedness which is inculcated in its principles, and
because of their dangerous and destructive tendency with
regard to human happiness. My premises here will
doubtless be sharply contested by some ; but I appeal to
the candid and disinterested, who have carefully perused
my former numbers, to decide, whether I have not already
brought forward facts and arguments, abundantly suffi-
cient to establish my position on a basis which cannot be
removed. Then taking it for granted that masonry is an
engine of evil, and calculated to diminish the sum of bhu-
man happiness for time and eternity, and of course greatly
to displease and dishonor God, what can be plainer than
this, that every mason is at liberty to disclaim all further
allegiance to these oaths and this institution? And is it
not his duty, at such a time as the present, to invesligate
the subject faithfully and impartially, if he has not done
it before, and as soon as he may obtain a just and clear
view of the principles of this institution, to come out and
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separate himself from her abominations, and bear testimo-
ny against them, to counteract, if possible, the unhappy
influence of his sanctioning and upholding them hereto-
fore? Sull, some may be ready to say, though they are
convinced of the evils of masonry, they see no way to
break away from them, and condemn them before the
world, without becﬁmmg guilty of perjary. As it might
be E:.pected under existing circumstances, there will be
some to contend, that these oaths are so sacred that no
man can puﬂsihly disengage himself from them, without
the grossest perjury, as though they were in fact, para-
mount to his obligation to his country and his God ; yet
why should the conscientious any longer be guided by
this sentiment? Surely, the pretended antiquity of ma-
sonry, nor the number and respectability of those who
tenaciously adhere to it, nor their unwillingness to have
its merits or demerits tried at the bar of public opinion,
can be any reason why human happiness should be
diminished and God dishonored, for the sake of keeping
sacred such wicked and abominable oaths. No reflecting
person can hmagine, that Herod, in murdering a distin-
guished man of God, was more approved in the sight of
Heaven for the deed, though it was done to keep sacred
his rash oath, than had he repented of his heedless pro-
fanity, and set the good man at liberty.

It is believed to be universally agreed among the think-
ing part of community, that all other similar obligations
to thal of Herod, found in the scripture and elsewhere,
should not be considered binding, until we come to those
of the masonic institution, where many are ready to make
exceptions. It will probably be said by some, that the
oaths of masonry are in no degree, parallel to the oath of
Herod ; to which I would reply, by again appealing to
the candid and disinterested, to decide, if I have not suf-
ficiently shown, that they are parallel ; by showing that
they are rashly taken before their contents are known,
and that like Herod's oath, they require men, in sowne
particulars, to do evil,

Some may be ready to inquire and say: but why may
we not stlently withdraw our connexion from the institu-
tion, without coming out in hostile array against it, by
bearing testimony to the world against its internal abomi-
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nations, since there is at present, so much in the influ-
ence of the institution, which renders such a course, most
terribly fu:»rhmtin:imgT I answer, because in this way, you
would continue to show favor to the institution, and in a
great degree, would still be a partaker of its abominations,
You could not discover our country to be in danger from
any unsuspected source, though your own person and
property might be considered safe, without giving the
alarm, and using your influence for the safety of others.

Another argument which shows that these oaths are
not to be considered sacred and binding, is, that they are
unlawfully udministered and taken, both as they relate to
laws human and divine. Although oaths, as a general
thing, are most solemnly prohibited by the word of God,
it is believed, that there are some exceptions made, where
they are to he considered necessary and lawful ; but the
lawfuluess or expediency of such a common multiplicity
of them, as we have sometimes witnessed in civil affairs,
is to me more than doubtful. And I am confident, that
the scripture, in its solemn prohibitions, makes no provi-
sion for the oaths of masonry, and more especially so,
since the proof is so abundant, that they are needed and
used there merely as a canopy of impenetrable darkness
to the secret abominations of that institution. By what
authority then, shall the master of a lodge, in that capa-~
city only, presume to administer these oaths? and how
can an individual receive them from him, without a viola-
tion of the divine command !

Shall it be said, that such oaths have so long been
locked up in secrecy, and out of the way of the world,
that they have not come in contact with the civil anthor-
ity, and of course, are not to be judged, nor condemned
by human laws? It is true that they have long been
shrouded in thick darkness, as to a view of the world ;
yet no darkness could hide them from the view of Him
who searches the hearts and tries the reins of the children
of men; and now the lock is broken, they may come in
contact with human laws, and their being so long hidden
from the world, instead of making them more tulr:rahIE
only shows them to be so much the more among the un-
froitful works of darkness, for which the people of God
are commanded to have no felluwahip. Men may promise,
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and make oath to their promise, to perform some lawful
things, and their promise, if lawfully made, would lay
them under a corresponding obligation to fulfil ; but an
unlawful oath, annexed to it, would add to it no further
obligation ; and certainly so far as they may promise with
an oath to do things contrary to the will of God, as in
case of the masonic obligations, instead of keeping and
fulfilling them, they seem to be called upon by divine
authority, to withdraw from them and disown them. See-
ing then, that these oaths are not administered or received
lawfully, but in direct violation of the divine law, I ask,
where is the sanction of God upon them, which alone
can give them the lawful validity of an oath? Certainly
such sanction is not to be found, but the contrary is clear,
These unlawful oaths then, do mot, nor cannot, impose
the least obligation upon those who may take them.

It is now further to be shown, that the oaths of mason-
ry are not to be considered binding upon its members,
because the condition on which they are taken is not as-
certained 1o be found in truth. So far as 1 have been able
to learn, in all lodges, it has been the undeviating prac-
tice of the Master, or presiding officer, when about to
administer these caths, in behalf of the institution, to
inform the candidate who is required to take them, in
substance as follows : that they *‘ contain nothing con
trary to his allegiance to his country, or to his G
And sure, it 1s now too late for any to say, who have
attended candidly to this discussion, that such oaths
are free from every thing which is contrary to the reli-
gion of the Bible, when it has been shown so abundantly,
that they do contain much that is of an evil character,
and at variance with the duties required in the gospel.
Then how does it appear according to the previous agree-
ment between the administrator and the receiver, that
euch oath is binding. The agreement made beiween
the two parties at the time, is like this : while the master
or officer acting for the institution, requires the candidate
to take the cmlh only with this condition, his submitting,
and taking it under that condition, 18 no Jess than saying
though not spoken with words, that he will take it, and be
bound by it, provided the statement of the condition is
true, but not otherwise. Then so soon as he shall dis-
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cover the contents of such oath, to be contrary to the
condition to repeat it after the master, why is he not just
as much at liberty to be disentangled from it as before.
We may be told, that such objections, if ever made,
should be made at the time ; or before repeating the oath
from the lips of the master; and that, if on hearing the
oath it should be objectionable to the candidate, he need
not have taken it. But let all fairly understand this mat-
ter, and that the candidate has no reasonable opportpnity
to examine the oath before taken, for he is not permitted
to know one syllable of its contents, nor, that there is any
oath to be taken, on joining the institution, if possible to
keep him ignorant o % it ; until he is caused to kneel at
‘“ the altar, neither naked nor clothed, barefoot nor shod,
hood-winked, with a cable tow,” or rope, * about” his
“ neck,” and told that he is * now about to take the
solemn oaths or obligation of an Entered Apprentice,”
&c. and then he can know nothing of it any faster, than
a few words of it are said over for him to repeat afier the
Master, sentence after sentence, or half sentence, or word
at a time, until it is finished, like the stupid school boy,
who knows not one word of his lesson, but repeats it as
he is commanded, word for word, at the lips of the teach-
er. How little then, could be learnt, or understood, of a
long oath taken in this manner, amid so much, at such a
season, that is calculated to distract the thonghts. If ever
it is to be fairly examined and tried by the scale of moral
rectitude, it must be done after it is taken, when a person
may see and examine it, as other things are tried, to be
approved or condemned. How unreasonable then, that
he should be required to judge of it, and condemn it at
such a critical and unexpected moment, or be forever de-
barred the privilege afterwards. Besides considering the
incapacity of the candidate of judging of the moral cha-
racter of such oaths, at the time of taking them, his con-
dition is such as every one may see, as will not allow of
his usurping aunthority, to judge, and condemn them, even
if his mind could be then sufficiently enlightened. Be-
fore the first step is taken towards the institution, he
must promise upon his honor, before a number of the fra-
ternity, that he will conform to all their customs and re-
quirements in taking the degree, as all others have done,
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on becoming masons. Then he hears and learns many
things, of the secret forms of initiation, before he comes
to the oath, when circumstanced as I have mentioned,
and knowing that there is no possible way of escape, if
he should protest against the oath, or any part of it, and
refuse to take it, he cannot feel, while taking 1t, as though
he was acting for himself, but that he has blindly and
voluntarily placed himself in a condition where he mast
inevitably comply with the usages of the lodges, and though
he should, at the time, before finishing the oath, perceive
that there was more matter proposed to him in it, which
appeared wrong to be taken, how can he do ﬂtherwme

having gone so far, than finish it, hoping to make the
best of it afterwards. Thus, when he shall have an op-
portunity to examine it for himself separate from the spe-
cious interpretations which are given it, by those who
have themselves taken it upon trust, and tinds it contains
things contrary to the condition on which he took  it,
what can be plainer, than that hesis not bound by it, ac-
cording to the previous agreement? If I make a promise
to a stranger, that I will grant his request, before he
makes it known to me, provided, that it is both lawful and
reasonable, shall I be holden to fulfil such a promise, and
grant the request though when declared, 1 hnd it both
unlawful and unreasonable !

Though it appears, that none, having commenced
the taking of these oaths in this their blind and helpless
condition, make their escape without having the whole of
them impased upon them, it is confidently “believed, that
no men of moral principles would have been caught there,
could they have known positively, before making up their
minds to unite with the fraternity, that in going forward,
they must take upon themselves oaths of precisely such a
moral character as those of masonry.

The last reason which I now think of assigning to
show that the masonic oaths are without validity, is, that
the word of God absolutely condemns them, and requires
them to be repented of, and prt away. Separate from the
generai prohibitions concerning the taking of oaths in the
scriptures, some of which have already been briefly no-
ticed, I shall now produce a passage, which if I mistake

not, seems given to settle this question beyond any further
7
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dispute, in the minds of all who shall carefully and truly
compare it with the oaths of masonry. The passage isin
Leviticus, 5th chap. 4th and 5th verses. “If a soul
swear, pronouncing wit.& his lips, to do evil, or to do good,
whatever it be, that a man shall pronounce with an oath
and it be wip from him, when he knoweth of it, then shall
he be guilty in one of these. And it shall be, when he
shall be guilty in one of these things, that he shall confess,
that he hath sinned in that thing.” Surely nothing could
have been written on the subject of naths, more appropri-
ate to the oaths of masonry than this passage of scripture;
and nothing could more expressly condemn them, and
declare their invalidity. And troly it seems as though
the passage could not be applied to any oiher kind of
oaths which are at present in use among men ; and it 1s
believed, that the masonic, are the only oaths which are
taken, the contents of which are * kid from” the receiver,
and the only oaths, to my knowledge, except such as are
openly and grossly profane, which a man takes, ** pro-
nouncing with his lips,” as mentioned in this passage.
Many men among us have been called, to take hundreds
of solemn oaths, but not one of them was pronounced at
the time by the receiver, with his lips, except in masonry.
Where else then could this passage be applied, but to the
oaths of this institution? It certainly seems to set the
matter beyond all reasonable dispute between masons and
anti-masons, as it goes farther than any thing, for which
the latter have ever contended, since it does not condemn
the oath that 1s unwittingly taken, merely because of the
evil which it may contain, but condemns it because it is
so taken ; whether it be evil or good ; “whatever it be
that a man shall pronounce with an oath,” in that man-
ner. Is not the requisition in this scriptore so plain that
a child might understand it, that when an individual has
thus sworn * te do cvil or to do good,” when it was thus
“hid from him,” as in the masonic oaths, he ought to
withdraw from them, as soon as he may know what he
has done, and *‘ confess that he hath sinned in that thing I”
At present, | can see but one way by which they will be
likely to endeavor to evade the conclusion which is so
clear from this passage; which is: it may be said that
the passage stands connected with Jewish ceremonies,
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which are now done away, and of course, that this pas-
sage must now be as much out of date as those ceremo-
nies. But the thoughtful and candid will not be thus
easily convinced, that the moral law of God, or hus law
respecting the wickedness of oaths, has been changed or
done away with the ceremonies of the Jewish Church.

——

ON THE VALIDITY OF MASONIC OATHS.

Ecxtract from an Address delivered at Lyoms, N, Y. by Miron Holley, Esq.

F'reemasoNry administers oaths—are these oaths bind-
ing? Assuredly not. They are promissory. A promis-
sory oath is the calling upon Guod to take notice of what
is promised, and of invoking his vengeance, by the pro-
miser upon himself] if it is not performed.

Promissory oaths are not binding, where false or erro-
neous representations and inducements are held out to
those who take them. The representation made to the
brethren belore admission, that “the oath will effect
neither their religion nor their politics,” is of this charac-
ter ; and so are all the inducements arising from the un-
founded pretensions of Freemasonry, heretofore examined

To take an oath is a solemn and deliberate act of the
mind. Understanding 1s essential to its obligation ; on
which account oaths impose no obligation upon idiots,
lunatics, madmen, or young children; they not having
sufficient knowledge, either of the nature of the things
promised, or of the penalties of non-performance: and
both of these sorts of knowledge are requisite. There
can be no moral obligation, in any case, without know-
ledge. 'T'he obligation of obedience to God himself, is
no more than co-extensive with our knowledge of his
laws ; and in respect to the pature of the promises and
penalties, in the oaths of Freemasonry, all the persons
before alluded to as being free from the obligation of
oaths, for the want of understanding, have as much know-
ledge, as the wisest of the brethren had, before the oaths
were taken,
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To render a promissory oath obligatory, it is necessary,
that both the authority administering it, and the perform-
ance of the promise it contains, should be lawful ; refer-
ence being had in this case, not merely to the enactments
of the civil government, but also to the law of a good
conscience.

The right to administer oaths, if not wholly denied by
religion, is one of the prerogatives of the sovereign power,
a right which cannot be enjoyed concurrently, by the
government and its subjects. Every man would regard it
as both wrong and ridiculous for any individeal to pre-
tend to a natural right of administering oaths, in such
form, with such penalties, and for such purposes as he
might choose to dictate ; and such pretension would not
be made valid by his finding any man or number of men,
who would consent to take them. Even if the form,
penalties, and purposes were all good, this would be in-
controvertible. ‘T'he right of administering oaths, does
not exist anterior to the establishment of government, nor
independently of it. Wherever it exists, it is a conven-
tional right, of that description too, which may be de-
nominated resulting ; that is, a right, springing from the
necessities of government, after its organization, and
founded on the utility of its exercise. It never exists, in
individuals or associations of men ; except when confer-
red upon them by government. There is no rightful
government, in this country, but religion, or the laws
regularly adopted under our established constitution.
But neither of these has conferred upon Freemasonry the
right to administer oaths. Would it not be a violation of
every good man’s conscience, as well as a scandalous
breach of his allegiance to our government, for him to
administer an oath among us, under the pretence of au-
thority conferred upon him by the Great Mogul? It s
equally so, under the pretence of authority conferred by
Freemasonry—a government more foreign from ours, and
more barbarous than T'orkey. This is a kind of unlaw-
fulness, which shows there i1s no obligation imposed upon
the conscience, by masonic oaths,

It is a gross immorality to administer such oaths on
other grounds, and therefore a man is not bound by them,

The master of a lodge, without any shadow of authority,
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in the midst of the most degrading mummery, calls upon
a candidate, 1n a state of indecent nakedness, with a ban-
dage round his eyes, in order that he may have no more
of natural, than he has of moral light, solemnly and sin-
cerely to promise and swear, as in the presence of Him,
in whose sight the angels are chargeable with folly, to do
—he knows not what—under penalties the most revolting
and iuhuman, Is not such a scene calculated most 1n-
juriously to lessen the sanctity of all caths? Must not
the frequent repetition of it, amazingly dimnish the value
of that solemn form of asc.erlalmng truth, by our consti-
tuted authorities, in relation to all our dearest rights?
Recollect there are near 100,000 Freemasons in the Uni-
ted States, of whom many have taken more than forty
degrees, in each of which an oath has been administered.
Did not the Father of his country allude to these proceed-
ings of Freemasonry, in his farewell address, when he
emphatically asked, ** Where is the security for property,
for reputation, for i fe, if the sense of relttrmua obliga-
tion desert the oaths which are the instruments of inves-
tigation in courts of justice 1"

The performance of a promise to calumniate, to con-
ceal a criminal action, or to assassinate, is a!wa_',s unlaw-
ful, and is therefore not binding ; because the promiser
in these cases, 1s always under a prior obligation to the
contrary. From such prior oblization w hat shall dis-
charge him? His promise? His own act and deed?
But an obligation from which a man can discharge him-
gelf, by his own act, is no oblization at all. The guilt of
such promises lies in making them not in breaking them.,
Whoever makes them is afreaﬂ? bound to break them,
‘I'be masonic oaths do not require all thase vnlawful acts,
except upon certain conditions. Where the condition
exists, there the oaths are imperative. But the acts are
unlawful under all possible conditions, and therefore the
oaths are not obligatory.

Besides, the penalty of every masonic oath, is the for-
feiture of life, to be taken in the most impious and bloody
manner. No man has a right to subject himsell’ to such
a penalty. His prior obligations to God and his country
forbid it. The penalty is unlawful, and therefore the
oath not obligatory.

""'-"l
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Herod’s promissory oath to his daughter in-law, * that
he would give her whatsoever she asked, even to the half
of his kingdom,” when she asked the head of John the
Bapuist, imposed no obligation upon Herod to give it, be-
cause it was unlawful.

Christianity interposes other objections to the lawful-
ness of masounic oaths. “ Thou shalt not take the name
of the Lord thy God in vain.” I say unto you, swear
not at all.”  On these authorities many Christians wholly
refuse to take judicial oaths. They have universally, and
always, condemned all others. Whatever is against the
command of Christ 1s sinful. All sins must be renounc-
ed even the most favorite.

An oath can never bind a man to do what is morally
wrong. If itis a bond of duty, let us consider what 1s
the authority of duty. It is the command of God or gen-
eral utility ; opposition to which, is the very definition of
wrong. It would be both preposterous and impious, de-
liberately to call upon God to take notice of what was in
opposition to his command. In such case, to take an
oath, would actually involve the guilt of perjury.

A good man always acts under a conviction of the
presence of God, and in the fullest expectation of his
righteous retributions ; that is, under all the sanctions of
an oath.—And there could be no stronger attestation to
the excellence of Doctor Juhnson’s moral character than
that, which is involved in the declaration of one of his
associates, that in common conversation, he always talked
like a man under oath. What would such a man do,
supposing- he had taken the oaths of Freemasonry ?
Cuuld he conceal what he knew to be criminal? Could
he derange the business, oppose the interests, or traduce
the character of a brother for any cause? He plainly
could not; because, he would be under all the obligations
imposed by an oath, not to do so, prior to his taking the
masonic oaths; that is, all the obligations arising from
the command of God, or general utility.

In reality, the use of an oath is, to bring freshly to the
mind of him, who takes it, the obligations of duty, which
actually would rest upon him, without it. It does not
increase those obligations in the least degree. Do not
the obligations of duty, then, as with the force of an oath,
require all good men to renounce Freemasonry? If] in
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the honest convictions of their minds, Freemasonry is
wrong, in its secrecy, in its oaths, in its injunctions, or in
its eflects and consequences, they assuredly do.

+

VINDICATION OF FREEDOM FROM MASONIC OATHS.

Extract from the Anti- Masonic Review,

What sort of religion have you, thus to expose the myse
teries of ancient F'reemasonry, contrary to your solemn
oath? A fearful question, to which we solemnly reply.

We justify ourselves in three several positions, either
of them sufficient alone for our defence; and altogether
rendering our defence impregnable.

In the first position, we say, that ancient Freemasonry,

to which we have sworn fearful secresy, had never an ex-
istence. T'he word Freemasonry, and the thing signified
by that word, is not ancient, but modern; is not three
thousand years old, nor three hundred, nor the half of
three hundred. We took the oath with assurances, and
with the belief, too, that ancient Freemasonry meant an
institution organized by Zerubbabel, and patronized by
St. John, and by the apostles of our Lord. As such we
have sworn to it allegiance; and if ever we meet with
such an insitution, or any fraction of it, whether on the
plains of the Scioto, or of the Genesee, whether on the
Green, or the Alleghany mountains, we will hail its signs,
and conceal its mysteries, so far as they may be intrusted
to us, with the most praiseworthy fdelity.

But a certain institution pretending to come from under
the hand of Solomon in the land of Judea, we now know
to have come from worthless names in the island of Great
Britain; not three thousand years ago, but in the last
century. [Iits secrets and signs we do not feel bound to
hail, even n a lodge room. And the oath which we
honestly 100k in favor of king Solomon’s institution, shall
not, with our consent, be converted into an obligation of
fidelity to any lie.

Is it not provoking beyond sufferance, that we shounld
be ensnared in early life, to take a secret oath of fidelity
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to an institution patronized by the holy St. John, which
proves to be not one hundred and fifty years old? And,
when we would open our lips to expose the imposture,
that we should be checked with the remembrance of our
oath? As if, when deceived to swear fidelity to an im-
postor, we were bound for our oath’s sake forever to
maintain that impostur, or at least, to take no hmportant
step to exhibit his true character to the public.

Freemasonty comes to us sustained by the best names
of the age, and setting forth with great authority, that it
was the chosen friend of Enoeh, and Noah, and Moses;
that it received an improved formn from the hands of the
wisest man, and additional glory from Joshoa, Zerubba-
bel, and Haggai. It ofters to those who will pay it fealty,
a rare and.rich reward. In the simplicity of youth, we
have yielded our necks to its yoke, and sworn to it alle-
giance ; but, in riper years, we fiud these ehains to be
barefaced falsehood.

Now, shall the institution, which has thus insulted us
with falsehood, still hold us to our solemn obligation to
keep it a secret ? Shall it impose on us most egregiously,
and, when we would expose the imposition, thunder i
our ears; “ You have sworn to keep all my mysteries an
entire secret 1”7 and, thus, compel us to give the counte-
nance of our name, and the influence of our example and
character, to sustain the deceiver, and to perpetuate the
falsehood? No; Freemasonory shall not hold our name,
by any obligation, respousible for its contempt of truth.

Indeed, Freemasonry, a fire is kindled in the walls of
Dumascus that will consume the palaces of Benhadad.

What are the walls of Freemasonry but her oaths?
And these are like an oath of a faithful subject to one
whom he had reason to snppose, and did suppose, was his
rightful sovereign ; but who, in the event, proved to be a
barefaced impostor ; which oath is not binding at all.
And should such an impostor use Freemasoury’s argu-
ment, and say, “ your oath was to me; you took it vol-
untarily, and you are bound forever to be faithful to my
interests and comwands.” What think you his sworn
subjects would reply? They would hang him between
heaven and earth, as unworthy of either.

This, then, is our first position: that an oath to be
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faithful to ancient Freemasonry is precisely like the oath
of a subject to an impostor prince, and is binding neither
in the sight of God nor man.

“* Whose tongue soe’er speaks false,
Not truly speaks; who speaks not truly, lies.”

Persuaded by the great names of the good men belong-
ing to the institution, that Freemasonry was the truth and
no lie ; that-it had a rightful claim to our attention as the
handy work of the wise Solomon; that 1t deserved our
reverence, as the glory of the first temple, and the joy of
Christian martyrs, and saints ; we swore allegiance to it,
as to a rightful sovereign ; we submitted to its leanhmga
as to the teachings of men who had been employed by
divine inspiration in penning the holy oracles of truth.
But now assured that a more gross imposition was never
practised on a Christian people, we scorn Freemasonry
and its oaths; and, in the name of the just One, we
burst them asunder, as Samson burst the green withs
and hempen cords of the treacherous Delilah.

Our second position 1s like the first, viz. that an oath
like a promise, obtained by false pretences, is void from
the beginning. Freemasonry pretends to the sanctity of
the patriarchs and prophets and apostles ; it pretends to
confer a most illustrious and important secret, able to
make wise ; it pretends to be founded on dtﬂne revela-
tion, and to ennoble its faithful adepts with titles of Sir
Knight, Thrice lllustrious, and Most Worshipful ; and to
decorate its followers with trappings, like a steed ac-
coutred for a military review. It pretends to mmuch more,
and in return for its honors, and its benefits, Freemason-
ry asks twenty dollars, and some oaths. The money is
irrecoverahle, and may well enough be the forfeit of our
folly. But oaths obtained on pretences entirely false,
which oaths serve only to enable the impostor to practise
his frauds upon other men, and other generations, are not
registered in Heaven’s high chancery, are not obligatory
upon the servant of the Most High.

It has been a question with moralists, whether oaths,
or promises, extorted by violence, or fear, are binding ;
but we are not aware, that any writer has maintained,
that men are morally obliged to perform an oath, or a
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promise procured by fraud. Men are sometimes come
pelled to perform such promises; but it is invariably done
with conviction of legal necessity prevailing against moral
right.

Suppose a spirited gentleman in gorgeous attire, goes
about proclaiming, that for a hiberal fee he will confer the
gilt of second sight. One pays, and another and another,
The public eagerly inquire, “ How dves he do 1t 7"

“ That is a secret he made ns solemnly swear not to
tell

In the ardor of youth, we would learn something, if
not have second sight ; and apply 1o the gentleman with
our fee advanced. He blinds us most sausfactorily, sol-
emnly prays and administers the oath, of absolute and pro-
found secrecy, by the great God who will not hold him
guiltless that taketh his name in vain ; then coolly removes
the bandage from our F_',res and 'I:-Hllﬂ'fu.llllclli_.‘i us upon the
receipt of second sight! Now, is that oath hinding upon
the deceived youth? Shall he pauently submit to this in-
sult upon his understanding, lest he break his oath? Shall
he see the same trick playing, and to be played, upon
hundreds of others, and upou generations to come, and
be restiained from warning them by a regard to his oath?

We say no. The fine gentleman had no right to de-
mand the oath. The errur was in submitting to take it,
profaning the name of the Holy One to cover an nnpos-
ture ; and no sooner do we become certain, that the oath
is used to cover deceit, than it becomes our duty to re-
gard the glory of God in the breach, and not in the
observance of that oath.

Now this Is our second position, That Freemasonry is
the splendid gentleman, who secures his fee beforehand,
and administers his oath to the hood-winked candidate;
and then, confers the promised gift by removing the hood
from his eyes! 'The novice is tanght to enter the lodge
in parsuit of light. Behold how it is conferred upon
him. Kaeeling hrmdmnked before the altar immediately
following the administration of the oath, the master of the
lodge asks him :

me “ Brother, what do you most desire 1”

Novice, ** Lig ht.” (By help of a prompter.)

Mas. Bmthreu, stretch forth your hands, and assist
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in bringing this new made brother from darkness to light.”
(Members form a circle around the novice with their hands
and right foot raised.)

Mus., “ And God said: let there be light, and there
was light.” At the same instant every brother claps his
hands, and stamps his foot, and the bandage is slipped
Jrom the novice’s eyes ; this brings him to light,

Thus “the sacred scripture is abused, to hallow the
barefaced deceit of Freemasonry.

The glory of God is advanced, not by the observance
but by the breach of the oath, which covers this deceit ;
and the sin of profanity lies in taking God’s name to
sanction the deed of imposture : and it cannot lie in the
exposure of that imposture.

“ (3, let thy vow
First made to Heaven, first be to Heaven performed;
That is, to be the champion of the church !
What since thou sworest, is sworn against thyself,
And may not be performed by thysell.—
It is religion that doth make vows kept,
But thou hast sworn agninst religion ;
Therefore, thy latter vows, against thy first,
Is in thyself, rebellion to thysell,”*

We confess we have been the dupes of this imposture,
to take the yoke of its obligations upon our necks; the
good Lord help us to break that yoke, *like an earthen
pitcher, that is broken in pieces; so that there shall not
be found in the bursting of it, a shred to take fire from the
hearth, or to take water out of the pool;” to rend it so
that no man may be able to gather up the fragments, or
to cement the broken pieces.

Our third position is diverse from the two former, and
yet equally sufficient for our defence in making all neces-
sary use of the oaths and mysteries of Freemasonry, to
enable the candid reader to acquire a just estimate of the
worth and character of that institution. The oath is
prefaced with words to this effect: *“ The obligation you
are ahout to take is not to interfere with your duty to
God, or to your country.”

an we say it not lightly, but with a solemn view to
the dllj" when the secrets of all hearts shall be revealed,

—r'

* King John, Act 3d, Scene 1st.
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that any construction of our masonic obligations, which
prevents us from using publicly the mysteries of Freema-
sonry, so far as is necessary to show the false and deprav-
ed nature of the institution, and its injurious tendency to
infidelity and crime, does interfere with our duty both to
God and our country ; and, therefore, in animum jnsju-
randum imponentis, by the express uaderstanding of him
who administered the oath, we were made free in the night
of our initiation, from any such construction of its words,
as might ever interfere with our civil or religious duties.

Our duty to promote the glory of God, and the welfare
of our country, bids us declare, that Freemasonry is an
impostor ; a fraud upon its members, and vpon the com-
munity ; and, if in the further discharge of this duty, we
bring any part of the mysteries of the institution to sup-
port our declaration, we are not prevented by our oath ;
for that is never to interfere with the sacred discharge of
our civil and religious duty.

These, brethren, are our three positions, either of
which is alone sufficient to justify our public use of such
parts of the mysteries of Freemasonry as are necessary to
expnse the dangerous nature of the institution, and which
positions altogether are impregnable. We see no fault in
the reasoning, no mystery, or sophistry, or chicanery, in
the argument by which either of our positions is main-
tained : and either of them alone being sound, no bruther
having our matured views of the history and character of
Freemasonry, is under the least obligation to the im-
postor, or to withhold one jot of the fraud from the
abused public. o = . G = »

If in this renunciation of 'reemasonry there seem any
implication of the honor of the fraternity, it 1s not in-
tended. They are imposed upon, or we are. They
verily believe Freemasonry to be venerable for its an-
tiquity, &c. &c. But when they become satisfied, that
we have all been made the dupes of a shameless inpos-
ture, they, too, will feel resentment and indignation for
this abuse. We think they, too, will forsake, or renonnce
it with contempt, and with thankfulness that they are at
length made free from its ruthless obligations, and from
its impious oaths

In this vindication of our freedom from the oaths of
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Freemasonry, we appeal neither to Paley nor Burlemaque,
to Vattel nor Puffendorf, but to the conscience of Chris-
tians, who féar God ; to the hearts of freemen, who love
their country ; and to the common sense of men, who
have understanding. We might lose the reader’s atten-
tion in an argument drawn from the books of civilians
and moralists, books he may never have read. We prefer
to draw our argument from the common sense of man-
kind, that we may carry with us the convictions of every
heart, and stand in the conscience of every just man,
disenthralled from our obligations to Freemasonry, as we
are from that obligation to an 1mpostor, which would in-
terfere with bringing him to a righteous condemnation ;
from that oath to a swindler, which would prevent our
warning the public against his practices; from that pen-
alty to a traitor conspiring against the liberties of our
citizens, which would frighten us from sounding alarm,
and from proclaiming the danger to our countrymen.

‘“ Is this Freemasonry ! It cannot be.”

We say, this is our vindication for the use of some
things with which we make free, and our reply upon the
adversary, who will attempt in his defence to plead what
any impostor would plead under like circumstances, viz.
“these men are slemnly sworn to me; they despise their
oatk; their word is not to be taken.”

And, now, the judgment of wise men confirming our
own, and unanimously assenting to the soundness of the
argument, and to the righteousness of our conclusions, we
are ready to treat the oaths of Freemasonry, as a man has
a right, both by human and divine law, to treat the mar-
riage oath in case of adultery. No man would hesitate
instantly to repudiate a wife, whose life was stained with
transgressions against purity. Because he took solemn
vows of fidelity to her before the throne of God, believing
her to be pure and chaste, is he held to his marriage vow,
after he knows that she is an adulteress? It is not pos-
sible. Freemasonry we wedded as the truth of God ; we
repudiate it as the falsehood of the devil.

' Thou mayest hold a serpent by the tongue,
A caged lion by the mortal paw,

A fasting tiger safer by the tooth,

Than keep in peace the hand which thou dost hold.”

8
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We were taught to believe Freemasonry has virgin pu-
rity ; but we find it is corrupt: we were taught to believe
thas it was founded and patronized at least three thousaud
years ago, by men acknowledged to be of God in the holy
scriptures ; but we find it was founded in the era of the
South Sea Company, by men whose names are no warrant
for truth or righteousness: we were taught to believe
that Freemasonry is the handmaid of religion ; but we
find that it is very far from aiding the doctrines of the
cross of Christ; and, in an extensive and thorough, a
protracted and patient examination of the subject, we
have found Freemasonry, by its own showing, carefully
collated from its approved writers, and books of constitu-
tions, to be the synagogue of Satan. |

We have sworn to it in the belief which was taught us;

we abjure it in the convictions which careful investiga-
tion has produced. We gave it the pledge of our right
hand, believing it to be a blessing from the Lord, fraught
with heavenly mercies; we withdraw that pledge, upon
finding Freemasonry to be the work of the father of hes,
fraught with hidden mischief. We received it as sanc-
tioned by the best of names, both ancient and modern,
patriarchs and prophets, statesmen and divines; we re-
nounce it as the angel of light, so cunningly attired that
he deceives even the elect. .
- As our forefathers broke the yoke of foreign bondage,
8o we break the yoke of internal tyranny; as they per-
formed their duty to God, to their posterity, and to thewr
country, by renouncing their allegiance to George ILI.
and to the British constitution; so we, in the fear of
God, in the service of our country, and posterity, and
with a view to & day of final retribution, renounce and
make void our allegiance to Freemasonry.



OPINIONS ON FREEMASONAY. &7

ON THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF THE MASONIC
INSTITUTION.

Extract of a letter addressed to the Commitiee of the Worcester County Con-
vention by Pling Merrick, Esq.

Whay it has been, that so many men of distinguished at-
tainments, should, in different generations, have devoted
their time and lent their reputation in support of specu-
lative Freemasonry, I cannot now comprehend. The
sense of shame that they voluntarily submitted to the prac-
tices of masonic ceremonials, after they had been found
to be *trifles light as air,” may have prevailed with
some ; others may perhaps have been unwilling to de-
stroy those anticipations, resulting from the mutual pledg-
es of fraternal assistance which is one of the great char-
acteristics of the craft, of personal advantage in the prose-
cution of their schemes of business or projects of ambi-
tion. Some may have felt themselves restrained by re-
spect for the venerated individuals whom they have
known to have given the sanction of their membership
to the institution; others, influenced by a long line of
examples, may have tacitly yielded without a struggle to
its vaunted pretensions to great antiquity, and to a lofty
character for science, benevolence and morality. It is
probable that a still greater class has entertained a vague
and undefined, but gloomy and shuddering belief, that the
obligations of Freemasonry are binding upon the con-
scicnce—that its penalties have power over the body, and
its oaths over the soul; and have felt as if it would be
sacrilege, and known that it would be dangerous, to
break the seal of its profound and cherished mysteries.
Whatever may have been the cause, the fact is unques-
tionable, that muititudes have been subdued to a heavy
and lamentable thraldom. A wide and almost universal
despotism has prevailed ; and while its dominion has con-
stantly kept in view those appalling imprecations which
every mason has invoked upon his own disregard of the
““ mystic tie,” it is not strange that a corresponding feel-
ing should have been infused into many minds, that pun-
ishment for its violation would be sure, and its infliction
meritorions—The better lights of our own times have
vastly weakened, and to a great extent overcome, those
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debasing feelings. But there are still those who do not
hesitate to denounce a separation from Freemasonry as a
crime ; and even since our late convention in Worcester,
it has been said, that it will not do for a seceder from
that Institution to brave the indignation of the two thou-
sand active men, now its members in the County of Wor-
cester.

It has been the custom of the fraternity to speak of the
venerable age of their lastitution; and to boast that
through the long lapse of ages, it has sustained its char-
acter, its identity, and its principles, without change or
modification.  Recent investigations have denied and
disproved its claims to antiquity ; but without discussing
the question of its age, it may be remarked, that those
claims, if they could be substantiated, would afford no
proof of its fitness or of its adaptation to the present
times. Whatever is the work of man is susceptible of
improvement, The narch of mind, like that of time, is
onward; and it would be as wise in the present genera-
tion to give up the steam engine and the mariner's com-
pass, by which the elements are conquered and oceans
traversed in safety, for the shore-bound oar boats of the
ancients, as to adopt with thoughtless and debasing cre-
dulity their,. formal and cumbrous institutions.

It is, however, altogether unnecessary to speak of the
age, or the origin, of Speculative Freemasonry.—For
whatever purpose it was contrived, or at whatever period
its cumbrous formalities were imposed on the world, it
ought to be enough to insure its rejection, that it posses-
ses neither precept nor principles, peculiar to itself, which
are now either necessary or useful. —Whatever is valua-
ble in any of the abstract truths which it has contrived to
incorporate with its system, and with which it has hith-
erto too successfully concealed the clumsy machinery of
its mysteries, 1s equally well known and much better
taught, without the pale of the institution. Of itself,
strictly speaking, it possesses neither the means of aﬁhrd—
ing gratification, or of imparting knowledge.

Of its sources of agreeable entertainment, it:is perhaps
almost too trifling to speak. It possesses indeed small
power in this particular. Of the hours which are spent
when, in its own technical language, the craft are called
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from labor to refreshment, there is nothing peculiatly invit-
ing, unless it may be suppused that the uncommon dulness
of the preceding work may have created an unusual zest
for the excitements of the flagon. Social intercourse
surely cannot be the more agreeable, because the ligature
of companionship 1s an oath of fidelity, instead of that cor-
dial sympathy which springs from common pursuits, and
kindred feelings, and refined sensibilities. The pageant-
ry, which throws its attractive drapery around the proceed-
ings of a lodge, is as idle, as it 1s fictitious ; and its lofty
pretensions t6 grandeur, its gaudy display of rank and
titles, ought to afford but little satisfaction to the plain
simplicity of a republican people. Quite as little enti-
tled to regard is there in the actual occupations of the
fraternity in their secret sessions. The unvaried and
unmeaning forms of opening and closing the lodge are
cold and heartless. Its initiations mingle the ridiculous
with the painful. A half dressed novitiate is led round
with mock solemnity, to exhibit his grotesque appearance
to those who have gone before him, sometimes the object
of their speculation, but oftener the sport of levity ; and a
weak and vain and boisterous gratification is often ex-
tracted from the awkward surprise and miserable disap-
pointment, which are I believe uniformly exhibited by the
blindfolded candidate, when he is brought to light, and
discovers the matchless vanity of the bubble, to which so
much formidable preparation and pomp of ceremony has
introduced him,

But Freemasonry assumes higher claims ; it arrogates
to itself extraordinary wisdom; and affirms that it is of
itself a science, and that its secret and inviolable signs
have become an universal language. No proposition can
be more utterly without foundation. The members of
the fraternity, who travel in our own country only, find
it difficult to make themselves intelligible to their breth-
ren in its different parts on account of the variations in
the forms and ceremonies which different- lodges have
adopted. And it is worthy of remark, that itinerant lec-
turers have, at different times, been commissioned by the
several grand lodges to pass thrnugh the country, to give
such instructions as would enable the fraternity to ob-
serve something like uniformity in the practice of the

B#
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rites, ceremonies, and secrets of an Institution, which
boasts that it has been immutable for ages.

All-other pretensions that this Institution is of itself a
science, or that it is the depository of valuable informa-
tion, are equally a mere gratuitous assumption.—Indeed
if Speculative Freemasonry were to perish to-day, and all
knowledge of its forms, rites, ceremonies, proceedings,
and secrets, were at once obliterated from the memory of
mankind, I know of no useful or desirable fact, or doc-
trine, or theory, which would be lost to the world. Its
fables are far less valuable than the ingenious tales with
which modern literature amuses the expanding minds of
infancy ; and as for its science, it 1s but a shadow and a
pretence. The operative mechanic never goes to its in-
structions or its archives for any assistance : the mathe-
matician would seek there in vain for a solution of the
problems of geometry—the science on which it professes
to be founded. The historian cannot find among its idle
fictions the materials for the narrative of the manners and
actions: of men ; and the speculations of philosophy
would be vain indeed, il they embraced nothing but the
knowledge ‘contained within its barren circle. Some
simple truths, of which few men in any enlightened age
can be found ignorant, is the utmost reach of instruction,
to be deduced from the lectures of masonry. Those lec-
tures, with which it has been the pride of many masons to
incamber the memory, give information only of such hum-
ble truths, as that the sun rules the day, and the moon
governs the night ; that chalk is a convenient substance
with which to make marks on the wall; that ignited
charcoal creates a fervent heat; and that the earth brings
forth its fruits in due season—truths which, long before
they are unfolded to the Entered Apprentice in the lodge,
are learnt by lisping childhood from its own observation. .
How idle to suppose, that the royal monarch of Israel,
whose chief glory was wisdom, could have invented and
transmitted to posterity a system so poor and barren as
this! If there were indeed sufficient evidence to prove
that he did so, the veneration which has been accorded
to his wisdom would dwindle into contempt, and his fame
would be tarnished forever.

Freemasonry has found, and still finds, many advocates
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for its cause on the ground that it is an association for
the purposes of benevolence and charity. It is not, how-
ever, to be forgotten, that its charities are muali of a
narrow and selfish character; and that it pays lmle re-
rd to that broad rule of Christian benevolence which
nds a neighbor in every victim of sorrow and distress.
There are, besides, difficulties in the very organization
and construction nt" this institution, which must necessa-
rily greatly curtail its means of charitable assistance. It
collects certainly great funds by means of its fees for in-
itiation ; but it has great expenses too. It must have its
own appropriate temples; its decorations must be geor-
geous, to correspond with the high sounding titles of its
dignitaries. Charity vaunteth not itself; but masonry is
every where puffed wp. If its theory is right, its com-
plicated organization, its schemes of grandeur, and its
occasions of display, disarm 1t of its means; and accord-
ingly, it has been the experience, I believe, of all our
lodges, that the donations for benevolent purposes have
" been extremely limited. Go where we may, to the city
or the village, and examine the records of the treasury,
and far less will be found to have been contributed to
suffering humanity from its resources, than from the
humble and unpretending associations of Samaritans by
its side. This is an evil necessarily resulting from. the
institution itself. The funds which are gathered, as it
affects, for the sacred purposes of charity, it compels its
members to waste in idle decorations and profitless bau-
bles. The jewels which glitter on the bosoms of its
priests, and the diadem which sparkles on the brow of
its kings, are abstracted by its very organization from the
treasury of the poor; but they are far from inspiring
apostolic disinterestedness in the one, or of inducing
royal munificence in the other. Whenever Freemasonry
is thoroughly known and candidly considered, it will
never be pronounced a useful, philanthropic or charitable
institution,
Freemasonry claims also to be the handmaid of vir-
‘tue; but it is a claim which its intrinsic merits cannot
sustain. Of instructions in morality, it may be safely af-
firmed, that its books and lectures and secrets afford but
a poor and scanty supply. Those books indeed which
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are published by authority of the lodges, as an e:pulltmn
of its external characteristics, contain many valuable ob-
servations, though not so remarkable as ever to have at-
tracted or deserved very high praise; and its lectures,
preserved heretofore, as is supposed, by tradition, occa-
sionally indicate a moral. But miserable indeed would
be the condition of mankind, if their hopes of moral im-
provement, and their immortal desires of goodness, were
supplied only with the light which gleams from the faint
beams of Speculative Freemasonry. Mingled with its
mass of unmeaning form and unprofitable ceremony, a
few scattered passages selected from the scriptures, and a
few good thoughts collected chiefly from other writers,
are occasionally presented ; but in the rubbish of its own

culiar characteristics, they are little better than the
talent, which was wrapped in a napkin and hidden in the
earth.

But it is no longer to be disguised or concealed, that
this show of meorality is but * the banner on its outward
wall.” It has other and decided peculiarities, which
prove it is not a moral institution ; and which leave it
an object of doubt and dread—if not of detestation. It
assumies, in the midst of society, and in the face of gov-
ernment, to impose oaths and obligations, which bind its
members to feelings narrow, selfish, and exclusive ; more
than that—which bind them to that at which patriotism -
ought to shudder, and integrity start back abashed.
When it 1s considered, that this institution, of its own
power, assumes to administer oaths which are to be bind-
ing above all other obligations; that those oaths, adminis-
tered to every man who becomes a member, are filled
with the most awful and appalling penalties ; that under
those penalties the members are required and bound to
“ conform to all the by-laws, rules and regulations of the
lodge,” without any exception in favor of the laws of the
land ; “ to keep the secrets of a brother inviolable ;”* “to
espouse the cause of a companion so far as to extricate
him from difficulty, whether right or wrong ;” to refrain
from the disclosure of his crimes whatever they may be,
nnd to extricate him from every difficulty, though he be

‘ murderer or a traitor ;' and to warn him of, and de-
feud him against every danger—-when all these th‘mgs are
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considered, it is vain, and worse than vain, to say, that
Freemasonry is a moral institution. [t strikes at the
root of every thing that is good ; it breaks up the great
cause of country, and prostrates the still greater cause of
virtue. It bids its members unite in the defence of fla-
rant crime ; and to forbear from exposing to violated
aw, and injured humanity, the felon or the traitor, if
they too are but of the fellowship of the craft. Surely its
pretensions to virtue, and its self praised morality is but
the song of the syren to allure; but when its victim is
once bound by its heart-rending oaths, and his mind is
shackled with apprehensions of its daring and awful ob-
ligations, it then carries him to deeds of darkness—shows
him his brother and his companion in every act of base-
ness and treachery—bids him behold the assassins dag-
ger, yet reeking in the blood of its violence, and watch
the foul conspiracy af his country’s desolation—and then
stifles and overwhelmns his most anxious wish to speak
but a word for justice—for patriotism—for humanity—
“;i!h menaces of the dreadful vengeance of masonic pen-
alties,

I speak only of the institution and its principles, and
not of the members of the masonic fraternity. Wicked
as such oaths are, and corrupting as they must be, it is
cause of most grateful reflection to believe, that they have
not frequently, in cases of flagrant criminality been ob-
served. There has been a practical disregard of them
every where within the circle of my own observation;
and I have never known a culprit escape, or a felon
saved, because he has given and taken the grip of a ma-
son. But in rendering this justice*to its members, I make
no goncession to Freemasonry. Its requirements are as
positive, as its laws are arbitrary and its requirements
cruel. The savage warriors of the dark ages, whose
brutal violence may have been looked back to as a fit
example for the formation of this institution, might have
deemned it a virtue, to' have followed with scrupulous ex-
actness such requisitions as are demanded of the craft ;
but they only could bear such feelings in the bosom,
whose minds were ignorant, and whose moral sense was
never informed ; or whose understandings were betrayed
by phrenzy and madness. Instances of extraordinary
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perversion of the intellect, and of ruinous infatuation
wrought by the awful imprecations of masonic oaths,
have undoubtedly occurred. To this cause is to be re-
ferred the abduction and the immolation of William
Morgan. That that man was torn from his family and
from society, and was finally sacrificed by infuriated and
desperate members of the fraternity, can no longer be
made a question. The evidence is full—complete—irre-
sistible. To nothing else can be referred that horrid
slaughter, but the baleful influence of masonic obligations.
Happily for us all, that deed, almost without a name,
stands a rare, as it is an appalling example. But may we
not justly fear, that the same cause, which has once de-
luded and overwhelmed so many minds, as were certainly
engaged in that nefarious transaction, may again produce
its effect, when the hour shall arrive that masonic ven-
geance shall again demand her blow ?

There is probably little, if any evidence, that Freema-
sonry has essentially affected the political transactions, or
interfered in the adjudications of the bench or the jury in
the judicial tribunals, of our Commonwealth. It may,
however, and it would be strange if it were otherwise,
have occasionally produced effects imperceptibly. In the
few years in which I have known it by experience, I
have seen nothing to justify an opinion, that its baleful
influence has peen meddling with the politics, the re-
ligion, or the laws of the |and. Others, in whose judg-
ment I feel that it is safe to confide, have informed me that
their experience in this respect dees not correspond with
mine ; and from the nature of the obligations of the craft,
it seems not improbable in itself. While the character of
its obligations, and the nature of the bond which consti-
tutes the a.asui:iatiun, render such interference probable
in itself, there is direct proof, than in other countries, it
has exercised a prevailing and powerful influence. Who
can doubt, that during the disastrous times of the French
revolution, Freemasonry was exerting its full share of
power amid the sanguinary scenes which stained the
whole face of Europe with blood. Later still, in the
convulsions with which Italy was torn, Freemasonry
lighted the torch, and the sword of the Red Cross Knight
leaped from its scabbard at the command of the encamp-
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ment. And we know that now, the energies of a young
Republic in our own hemisphere, and on our own imme-
diate borders, are wasted in civil discord under the ban-
ners of the craft. And nearer still, the ancient parties
of the great State, on the wesiern limits of our own
Commonwealth, have been broken to atoms, by an event
produced by the unhallowed conspiracy of many masons
linked together by no other ties than their fraternal
obligations : and there, an excitement has been produeed,
which they who among us adhere to the institution, and
they also who know little and have thought less of it, are
deploring as untimely and uunecessary. Let us net be
deceived—the like causes will produce the like effects.
The time may come, and perhaps is not now far distamt,
when the same malignant influence which has blighted
other hopes, and scattered elsewhere the seeds of coafu-
sion and desolation, may be in the-midst of us; corrupt~
ing the fountains of justice, and polluting the sources of
political power. Can it be, that the evils which others
have felt, shall speak no warning to us? or must it be,
that, deaf to the cries which are pouring in on exery
side, and blind to the effects which have been elsewhere
wrought, we are to wait until desolation at home shalk
arouse our vigilance and urge us to our duty ?

You perceive, gentlemen, that I have spoken with
great freedom of the institution of Freemasonry. I have
denied the pretensions to esteem which it assumes, and
denounced it as unworthy of being permitted to remain
as a rock of offence among us. And you must have
noticed, that it doing so, I have adverted to topics, which
could have been discussed only afier the secret recesses
of the ingtitution had been laid bare. That has already
been fully done. It is vain—useless—false—to deny i.
The publication prepared by William Morgan—the mar-
tyr whose life paid the forfeit of his broken obligations—
disclosed all that could be disclosed of the secrets of the
fraternity, as far as he wrote : and since his immolation,
the work has been pursued by pure and able and faithfal
hands, until there remains little or nothing to be told.
The testimony in proof of the truth of these disclosures
is as full as human testimony can be; and I add in my
owp. language to our Convention, * that my own testi-
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mony cannot alter it. They who will not believe it after
a full' and candid examination, would ' and coold nét
believe me ; neither, in my opinion, would they believe,
though one should rise from the dead.”—But I seek not
to shrink from any responsibility in this high and solemn
cause : and at whatever hazard, and in defiance of every
consequence, I affirm, that having myself been admitted
to the degree of a Royal Arch Mason, and to the several
preceding degrees, as far as I have heretofore advanced in
the degrees of masonry, the disclosure of the secrets of
Freemasonry, as contained in the volume published by
David Bernard, a clergcyman of the Baptist denomination,
entitled “ LieuT on Masonry,” is true —that the forms,
ceremonies, lectures, and oaths contained in that book
are substantially as I myself received them; and as I
have, again and again, seen and heard them, in the bodies
of regular lodges and chapters, communicated and admin-
istered to others.

I believe that the institution of Freemasonry ought no
longer to exist: lamenting, as I most sincerely do, that I
have ever been connected with it, and that a voluntary
assumption of its obligations has [left me only the painful
alternative, of submitting to its slavery, or of bursting its
bonds, and thus exposing myself to the reproaches of
those who still adhere to it, and of those also who believe
that, if it be not as exalted ‘and virtuous as it pretends, it
is at least harmless and innocent, I can find consoldtien
only in the hope, that I may be the humble instrament of
altracting some portion of the public attention to the
great cause, which I trust will prosper till the final over
throw and the utter extinction of Freemasonry shall be
accomplished. I come forward in no spirit of hostility
tnwards any of the members of the fraternity. 1 revere
the venerable men whose names are recorded on its rolls.
There are those also, in the circle of my own acquaint-
ance, now members of this institution, towards whom I
have cherished, and still cherish, no other but sentiments
of respect, and feelings of affection. Whatever may be
the emotions of their minds, no animosity or ill will exists
in mine ; and [ ask only, that if our communion has ever
hitherto been grateful, they will do me the justice to
believe, that 1 now speak with a sincerity, certainly eqaal,
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and with a degree of reflection and meditation far greater,
than I ever spoke to them before. Let them unite with
us; and let the people be all awakened to a sense of the
necessity of exertions for the removal of an evil, hitherto
little suspected, but which may in the end become an en-
gine of destruction.

It is vain and idle to expect, that an institution which
has spread itself abroad into many lands, whose ramifica-
tions have reached the heart of almost every country, is to
be extingunished without many efforts. They who calcu-
late that it will fall of itself and crumble to decay, reckon
not upon the interest which is enlisted in its support. It
will yet withstand many shocks; but if the people are
true to themselves, and to the bhest interests of their
country, and of their posterity who are to inherit it, they
will unite in the common cause, and move forward
“ through good report and through evil report,” till the
great end of the extinction of Speculative Freemasonry is
fully, finally, and happily accomplished.

Since the publication of the foregoing letter, there has appeared in
the * Free Press,” an interesting correspondence, on the nature of
the Royal Arch obligation, between the author and Mr. OLivER, a
member of the Massachusetts Anti-Masonic Convention, from Lynn,

The letter having been read by Mr, Oliver, to a friend of his, who
was a Royal Arch mason, objection was made only to that part of it
which had reference to the Royal Arch obligation. [See page 92.]
On the reading of that passage, be unhesitatingly declared the state-
ment therein contained a lie, and that the author, on writing it, knew
it to be so. A letter was accordingly addressed to the author, with
a “view of ascertaining whether the literal meaning of the Royal
Arch obligation, was capable of a construetion that could justify such
a declaration, or whether it was of such doubtful import as to be
liable to ambiguous signification.™

The following is Mr. MErrIcK’s Reply :—

Worcester, January 8, 1830,
Dear Smr,—Your letter of the 2d inst. was duly re-
ceived ; and I have availed myself of the earliest time I
could command to reply to its contents,
You inform me, that a “ Freemason of sound judgment

9
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and good understanding,” declared to you, that that part
of my letter of the 17th Dec. to the Worcester Commit-
tee, relating to the Royal Arch obligation, was ** a lie;”
and that if I was a Royal Arch Mason, I knew it was
(1 a Iie.” .

I have certainly been a Royal Arch Mason; and T as
certainly know that my statement relative to the oaths
tuken by masons of that degree are true. In reply to
your inquiry, if there be any ‘‘ ambiguity” in the terms
of that oath, I canuot place the subject in a better light
before you, than to extract from the obligation the several

arts of it, in the very words in which it is administered.

he whole oath is quite long ; but its several parts are
distinct passages and complete sentences of themselves;
and the sense of cach of its clauses is in no way affected
by being separated from the rest of the obligation. The
extracts are as follows.

1. “ I furthermore promise and swear, thaot I will sup-
port the conslitution of the General Grand Royal Arch
Chapter of the United States of America, and also the
constitution of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the State
under which this Chapter is held, and conform to all the
by-laws, rules and regulations of this, or any other Chap-
ter of which I may hereafter become a member.”

2 I furthermore promise and swear, that I will aid
and assist a companion Royal Arch Mason, when enga-
ged in any diffirully, and espouse his cause, so far as to
extricate him from the same, if in my power, whether he
be right or wrong.”

3. ** I furthermore promise and swear, that a companion
Ruyal Arch Mason's secrets, given to me in charge as
such, and I knowing them to be such, shall remain as se-
cure anid inviolable in my breast as in his own, murder
and treason nol excepled.”

To my mind, nothing can be more explicit, than the
several clauses of the Royal Arch Mason's oath, which I
have here extracted. 1 cannot perceive the least ambi-
guity ; nor how they can be * capable of a construction
that could possibly justify the declaration,” that my state-
ment to the Worcester Convention was ** a lie.”

The obligation is positive, “to conform to the by-
laws, rules and regulations of the chapter ;’ and no men-



OPINIONS ON FREEMASONRY. 99

tion of the laws of the land. And for anght I can see, if
it shall ever so happen, that the laws of the State and the
by-laws of the chapter shall conflict with each other, a
Royal Arch mason is bound by the terms of the obligation
to disregard and disobey the laws of the government, in
order that he may * conform to the by-laws, rules and
regulations of the chapter.”

The obligation of a Royal Arch mason is in its language
perfectly explicit; and the express provision, “ muarder
and treason not excepted,” evinces too clearly, to admit
of misconstruction, the nature and character of those
secrets, which are to remain in the bosom of him to
whom they are communicated, as inviolable as they are
in his own. It necessarily comprehends his crimes,
whatever they may be.

The obligation to aid and assist a companion Royal
Arch mason is in the broadest terms. That aid and
assistance is to be afforded to a companion when he is in
“any” difficulty ; and his cause, whether * RiGHT oOR
WRONG,” is to be espoused, so far as that he may be ex-
tricated from that difficulty. 1f this obligation does not,
in its own terms, require that in every difficulty a Rujral
Arch mason shall be aided and assisted ontil he is ef
fectually extricated, I confess 1 know of no language
which could express that iutention.

In fine, I see nothing in the terms of the Royal Arch
mason’s oath which is * of such doubtful import as to be
liable to ambiguous interpretation.”

To the accuracy of the extracts which I have made, as
well as to the disclosures generally of the secrets of Free-
masonry, my character for veracity is pledged. How far
that evidence is sufficient, [ leave tn others to determine—
not presuming myself to estimate its weight. But whether
my testimony is of any avail or not, there is a mass of
evidence before the public, which is full and conclusive ;
and | hesitate not to affirm, that if any fact was ever
satisfactorily proved by human testimony, the truth of the
disclosures of the oaths and obligations of Freemasnnry
is completely established by evidence already in possession
of the public.

I cannot therefore but feel great surprise, when I learn
that any man, sustajning a reputable character in the
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community, denies that the oaths and obligations quoted
by me, in my letter of the 17th ult. from the work of Mr.
Bernard, entitled * Light on Masonry,” are administered
in lodges and chapters of Freemasons. What those
oaths are, it is possible and probable, that many, who
have been 1initiated, never fully understood, or have
wholly or partially forgotten. But how, when they are
quoted, such men can deny their truth, I cannot pretend
to explain, nor am I able to perceive. It may be also
that, in some instances, the more obnoxious parts of these
oaths may have been omitted by the presiding officer in
admitting a candidate; and if so, such a person, if he has
ever otherwise been instructed, may fairly and honestly
make such a denial. Whether instances like these have
occurred or not, I am unable to determine; 1 can only
say, that wherever I have been, 1 believe that no such
omissions have occurred.

Without being influenced by animosity against any
member of the Fraternity, I feel at liberty to observe, that
while any man continues to be attached to the institution
of Freemasonry, and is influenced by the obligations of
secrecy which it confessedly imposes, he is not, and
cannot be, upon the subject of its oaths, a disinterested
or unpartial witness ; for if, in a discussion upon that
point upon which he i'n:'.-lunlmrll:,r enters, he does not deny
the truth of the disclosures of seceding masons, his very
silence is, to some extent, an aﬂknﬂwledgemenl of their
correctness. What else then, in such a situation, can ke
do, who has bound himself by obligations, which he still
deems binding and sacred, * forever to conceal and never
to reveal” the secrets of Freemasonry, but to hazard a
positive denial that those secrets are disclosed ?

T'here is a topic, not adverted to in your letter, and
perhaps not altogether connected with it, to which 1 wish
briefly to advert, before I close. You have undoubtedly
observed, that the great stress of denial, when a denial of
the truth of the oaths required of initiates into the masonic
institution, as disclosed by seceding masons, is asserted,
rests mainly upon the obligation alleged to be taken by
Royal Arch masons. I have never yet heard any one
intimate a denial of that, which has been published as
the oath taken by a master mason upon his admission to



OPINIONS ON FREEMASONRY. 101

the third degree. One of the clauses of that oath is in
the following words, to wit :—

I farthermore promise and swear, that a master ma-
son’s secrets, given me in charge as such, and 1 knowing
them to be such, shall remain as secure and inviolable in
my breast as in his own, when communicated to me,
murder and treason only excepted, and they left to my
own election.”

The addition to the words * murder and treason only
excepted”’ point out, too clearly to admit of any mistake,
the nature of the secrets which a master mason is to keep
inviolable. They must be his crimes as well as his other
concerns of a confidential character. 'This seems to me
to be the obvious, and necessary, and only reasonable
construction. And may not this construction be held to
be certain, from the very nature of the penalty—the
penalty of death—which he who takes this obligation
imprecates upon himself in the event of the violation of
his oath ?—For my own part, I see but a shade of dif-
ference, and that scarcely woithy of notice in a moral
point of view, whether a mason swears with him of the
¢hird degree to keep all his secrets inviolable, * murder
and treason only excepted, and those left to his own elec-
tion,” or with him of the seventh, to keep all those secrets
“ murder and treason not exnepted A

I am most respectfully,
With assurances of my esteem,

Yours, &ec.
PLINY MERRICK.

Brepren OLIVER.

9#
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OPINION OF HON. C. D. COLDEN,* UPON THE CHARAC-
TER AND TENDENCY OF FREEMASONRY.

A rq_J‘Iy fo Im.ét Iefj;; of Col. ngwd Varick, Thomas Fessenden, Esg, and
oAbl S e e Sl
Gentlemen,—1 do not think I ought to object to com-
municate in this manner, the sentiments I have long held,
and have frequently expressed, in relation to Freemasonry.

It is true that I have been a mason a great number of
years, and that I have held very high masonic offices and
honors. It is equally true that 1 have for a long time
ceased to have any connexion with the institution, because,
I have believed, and do now believe, it is productive of
much more evil than good. It is also true that I have on
no fit occasion hesitated to express this sentiment.

1 would not do any thing inconsistent with any obliga-
tion I may have, however inconsiderately, assumed. But
I know nothing of masonry to render it so horrible as it
would be in my estimation, if it obliged me to be silent
when I thought its influences were pernicious. It would
be detestable if it did not leave me at liberty to warn
others from following my example in becoming a member
of an institution, of which from its very nature, I must
have been ignorant until I was initiated, and of which, a
just estimate can only be formed from experience.

I shall disclose none of the secrets of masonry, (if it
now has any secrets,) nor shall I say any thing inconsis-
tent with what is due to the eminent living, and illustrious
dead, whose names are recorded as members of the fra-
ternity. [ have had a just pride in being associated with
many of these, and now feel that I make a sacrifice in
pursuing a course which may separate me from men, for
whose pure motives and righteous principles, I shall never
cease to entertain the most profound respect.

Discussions and expositions of the principles of masonry,
of its origin, its religion, its morals, and its science, have
not been considered as betraying any obligation ; but on

* Mr. Colden was formerly Mayor of the city of New York, and
also a member of Congress.
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the contrary, have been sanctioned by the highest masonic
authority. It is true that, ull of late, masonry has always
been a theme of panegyric; butif the advocates of the
insitution are free to speak of its merits, it cannot be a
violation of duty in those who hold different opinions, to
express them with becoming respect and deference.

I desire that it should be understood, that the senti-
ments | now entertain on this subject, do not result from
the alleged murder of Morgan., It is true this horrible
event has induced me to think more, and more seriously,
than I should otherwise have done, of the society ; but I
have long entertained my present opinion, that a man who
would eschew all evil, should not be a Freemason. Per-
haps | cannot give a stronger evidence that this is not an
opinion recently formed than to mention that my son, by
my advice, has never joined the fraternity.

I cannot mention the deplorable event to which I have
referred, without exculpating, so far as any thing I can
say will do it, the masonic fraternity from any participa-
tion in that outrage. For a long time I did not believe
that Morgan had been put to death. But I find myself
obliged to yield to the force of evidence. 1 yet entertain
the most entire confidence that the fraternity did not par-
ticipate in this crime. On the contrary, | do not doubt
but that all the guilt of that transaction is confined to
those infatuated men who assailed and slew him. The
rest of the craft, | am entirely convinced, are as innocent
of the blood of Morgan as I am. 1 fully believe that they
hold the perpetrators in just abhorrence ; they would re-
joice if the guilty were discovered, and would aid in

inging the murderers to condign punishment.*

* We very much regret the mistake of Mr, Colden on this subject,
for a mistake it certainly is, although easily accounted for. Mr. C.
confesses frankly his dislike to the institution, and his disbelief for
some time of the murder of Morgan. Had Mr. C. perused the pub-
lic documents, he could immediately have had no donbt. The same
cause, it seems, has produced a similar effect—that is, a mistake on
the part of Mr, C. touching the institution being not implicated in
the gross outrages committed. We will however no farther contra-
diet Mr. C. nor anticipate the public opinion. We ask candid men
to examine the public trials; the convictions under them ; to con-
sider the perjuries committed by masons to screen the guilty ; to re-
flect upon the numbers indicted, suspected, and called as evidence,~—
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I do not believe that those who committed this crime,
bhad any intention to take the man’s life when they first
assailed him. Under the influence of an enthusiasm which
the forms and mysteries of masonry are so likely to ex-
cite in weak minds, they thought it would be meritorious
to intlict some puuishment for what they considered his
delinquency. But they proceeded from step to step, until
they found they had volved themselves in a responsis
bility that would be ruinous, if Morgan should be left to
call them to account. A frantic interpretation of their
masounic obligations, and their fears, assisted, probably,
by corporal stimnlants, led them to stain their hands with
the blood of their victim.

If these conjectures be well founded, however little
they will exienuate the crime of the murderers, the proof
of such facts, would exonerate the great body of the craf
from any participation in the guilt. But an institution,
the forms, or obligations, or mysteries of which, can be
so perverted, or so misundersiood, even by the weakest
minds, as to induce a belief, that it may be meritorious
to murder an apostate brother, no good man, on due con-
sideration and reflection, can think deserving of his coun-
tenance and support.

If it be asked, what are the advantages of masonry?
It seems to me the answer may be given i these very
few words : It often, by its charity, relieves the distressed.
But at what an enormons expense is this charity dispena-
ed? When all the machinery of lodges, grand lodges,
ﬂhaptera encampments, councils, visiters, &c. &ec. is ta-
ken irto consideration, it must be ﬂhvmus that the chari-
table contributions of masons are but trifles in comparis

all masons, and all aiming at the acquittal of the party tried,—and
then ray, il only a few were concerned,—or rather to say, if the in-
gtitution is not fairly implicated in the guilt of Morgau’s abduction
and murder ;—for if the crimes for which they were convicted had
not been approved by the institulion, how comes it that all those
convicted and sentenced to imprisonment for their erimes, should
not have been expelled from lodges ? that en the contrary, so far
from being expelled, they have been exalted in the lodges, nourizhed,
cherished, and rewarded, and even with money, as brethren suffer-
ing in a righteous masonic can=e, althongh gross violators of the laws
of their country ?  The suggestions we make and submnit them to the
judgment of an impartial public, as well as to Mr, Celden hinself,
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gson with the sums devoted to these objects. It may be
doubted, whether all that has ever been applied to the
charitable funds of the institution, would equal a hun-
dredth part, perhaps I might say a thousandth part, of what
has been expended by masons, for their temples and
their decorations, for personal trappings, for jewelry, for
funerals, for processions, for festivals and in the convivi-
ality so inseparable from the meetings of the fraternity.

Let it be admitted, however, that the institution does
relieve the poor and distressed to the greatest extent.
Are the secrecy and the ceremonies of masonry necessary
for the exercise of any virtne? Is it necessary that any
set of men to be charitable, should do their deeds by
night, in hidden places? That they should by lawful
ceremonies, establish a relationship among themselves,
which many of them believe imposes duties and obliga-
tions in reference to each other different from those by
which they are bound to the rest of mankind? Many of
the fraternity feel themselves obliged, in whatever situa-
tion they may be placed, to suffer an appeal from a broth-
er mason to have an influence~~0Offenders have persvad-
ed themselves they could claim an exemption from pun-
ishment as masons; and even at the bar of a court of jus-
tice, a criminal has thought he secured impunity by re-
?ealmg to the judge, who was about to pronmounce his
sentence, their masonic relationship.

If masonry separates the members of the craft from
their fellow citizens; if masons are led to believe that
their duty owards each other is different from what it 18
to the members of the community not connected with
them ; if a mason is bound to shield another from the
general operation of the laws, or if he be subjected to any
penalties beyond those denounced by the legislature;
nay, if even a feeble minded man is made to believe that
by becoming a Mason, he enlists in an isolated corps
the members of which may claim privileges through their
brethren, and must perform duties which do not belong
to other citizens, it cannot be a fit institution in our
country, where no man in the discharge of his duties to
the community, should act from fear, favor, or affection.

It is often alleged that masonry engenders and cherish-
es the social affections, by bringing men together with
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kindly feelings towards each other. It is not to be doubt-
ed but that a well regulated social intercourse has a
beneficial influence on the disposition and character of
mankind. Bot again, it must be asked, why is the se-
crecy, the parade, and the obligations of masonry neces-
sary, if their objects be so virtuous? It is to be feared,
however, that these meetings have not always a happy in-
fluence. Admirting that the utmost decorum and pro-
priety are observed, while a lodge is open, yet the craft
seldomn separate without refreshment; and it oftens hap-
pens that more 1s taken than i1s necessary to repair the
exhanstion of their labors, and too frequently, more than
is consistent with temperauce.

Attendance upon lodges sometimes leads to habits
which are inimical to the prosperity and happiness of the
members aud their families, Every meeting of a lodge
is attended by visitors, and as there are generally, even
in the country, several lodges within the compass of ten
or twenty miles, opportunities for these visnations fre-
quenily occur. Often the habit of making them renders
a man, who would otherwise have been content with his
own fireside, impatient at home, and desirous to exchange
for the excitemeut of a masonic banquet, those enjoy-
ments of his domestic circle with which he would have
been perfectly content had it not been for the seductions
of the cralft.

Did I know of any other advantage than these two,
charity and the cultivation of social dispositions, which
any rational man at this day, imputes to masonry, 1 would
not fail to mention it.

But it is to be objected to masonry, not only that no
good comes of it, but that it is productive of positive evils.
To some of these I have already adverted, and will no-
tice. others which have presented themselves very forcibly
to my mind, and I mmay say, to my conscience.

If masonry is arrogant and impious in her pretensions,
and delusive in her promises, snrely she deserves to be
discountenanced. If she claim to be coeval with the
world, and to be of divine origin, when in truth she is
but as of yesterday, and springs from the dust of the
earth, what obligation can there be that should induce
any man to hesitate to speak of her according to her de«
merits !
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That operative or practical masonry was one of the
earliest arts practised by mankind, is very probable. We
may suppose that masons, as well as other trades, very
soon formed thewmselves into separate socteties, and adopt-
ed regulations, the better to establish and secure their
interests. T'he employment of masons natarally brought
them, as builders and architects, more than the members
of any other trade, in contact with the wealthier and
higher orders of society. Men, as distinguished for their
science as for their rank, were placed at the head of con-
gregations of operative masons. It then became an hon-
or to be an associate of these bodies, Members were ad-
nitted who were not operatives. These soon changed the
wature of the institution by which they had been adopted,
st as their term is, accepted ; and, instead of the objects
f the assemblies of masons being operative masonry,
hey were converted to lodges of speculative masons, 1a
which the tools and instruments of the former humble
irade were retained to be transmuted into symbols of all
the virtues and duties of mankind.

No man, at this day, who has taken the least pains to
examine the subject, can doubt that this is the origin of
Freemasonry, or that the change from operative to specu-
lative masonry took place in very modern times, The
masonic society has no more pretence to a divine origin,
than the societies of stationers, butchers, bakers, carpen-
ters, or any other trade. 'T'hese, for ages, have had, like
operative Imasons, their assemblies, in which their wor-
shipful masters and wardens have presided ; but they have
been lefi in obscurity becanse their accupations did not
bring them in familiar intercourse with men of wealth and
power.

The first three degrees of masonry, when traced back
to the actual labors of the craft, may claim some sort of
antiquity ; but as to all the numerous grades above these,
(I think to the number of fifty,) they are of very modern
invention, and are but the contrivances of ambitious or
artful men to gratify their own vanity, or to obtain money
from the vanity and folly of others, They have raked
from the bigotry and chivalry of the dark ages of the old
world, the names of certain orders, which never had any
connexion with ancient masonry, These modern institu-
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tions are no more branches of the masonic system, than
they are of the orders, whose titles they assume.

The pretence that masons are possessed of any peculiar
knowledge, is as fallacious as their claim to a supernatu-
ral and antediluvian origin. But if they possess all that
they pretend to have, of what advantage is it to themselves
or to mankind? Suppose some cabalistic words have
been preserved and transmitted by masons through ages,
and that the fables they recite were true histories, how
would it benefit themselves or their fellow men? The
world must again be covered with that darkuess which
excluded all moral and scientific light, before such know-
ledge can be of any use even to the possessors.

Bat it s pretended that lodges are schools of the moral
and physical sciences, and instruction in these is promised
to those who join the fraternity. I have never heard of
any attempt to impart any other moral instruction than
that which could be conveyed by precepts like these:
That masons must live within the compass ; walk upright
as the plumb ; must deal on the square, and other such
mystical advice. As to the sciences, the whole scope of
instruction goes no further than frequently to remind the
brethren than the sun rises in the east and sets in the
west, and rules the day, and that the moon rules the
night.

That we may be in no danger of violating the secrets of
masonry, of having our judgments biassed by the antiquity
it claims, or by respect for the many great and good men
whose names are on the list of its votaries, let us for a
moment put it out of view, and suppose that it were now
proposed to establish a society, which, with awful solem-
nities, and dreadiul denunciations, should impose secrecy
on its members; that they should separate themselves
from the rest of mankind, and establish an intelligence
by which they could, under any circumstances, make
themselves known to each other; that the duties of the
‘members, in regard to themselves, should be incompatible
with the general order of society ; that when a member of
the assonciation shiould make himself known to another, he
might look to that other for special favor, whether it was
to be dispensed at the polls of an election, from the jury
.box, or from the bench. Suppose that the members of
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this association were bound to screen each other, as far as
in their power, from all evil, by concealment ; or by more
active exertions, to relieve them from all dangers and diffi-
culties, however they might arise from demerit. Let us
suppose that all these obligations were to be imposed with
awful religious ceremonies, and with sangumary and
horrible penalues, of which each member should consider
himself pledged to be the executor. We may suppose
this institution to have many grades, and that, at every
advance, there are new ceremonies, new oaths, and new
penalties, the higher differing from the lowest, only in
grossness ni'ahqurdlty, and impiety of imprecations, That
the members of this new institution decorated themselves
with the trappings of royalty, and bestowed on each other
sacerdotal, aristocratic, and even royal titles, If such a
society were now 10 be proposed, who would hesitate to
say that it would be profane, and inconsistent with our
religious, moral, social, and political institutions.  One of
the most serions ulgeutluns which might be urged to such
an insutntion, would be its frequr&nl administration of
oaths. There would be danger that even these obliga-
tions, however solemnly imposed, would become so fa-
miliar as to be little regarded ; and the simple adjurations
of a court of justice, administered with the least possible
ceremony, wonld appear, when compared with the awful
ceremonies of the society, to deserve but slight considera-
tion. If the supposed oath impﬂied obligations which
could not be fulfilled without a violation of the duties of a
citizen, and mdeed without crime, every honest man
would shrink from the literal interpretation of it, and
would find a refuge in constrning it so as to reconcile it to
his conscience ; rejecting such parts as he did not find ac~
ceptable. Qarhs, with which there must be so much
tampering, could not but bave a pernicions effect on
society. But these effects would be still more deplorable,
were the naths 1o be observed according to their letter.
Masonry dizclaims all interference in political matters.
If, in this country, she has taken any part in the conten-
tions of politicians, it has only been of late.  While 1 was
connected with the society, | had every reason to believe
that she observed the forbearance she avows. But it
must be obvious, that the whole machinery of the instita-

10
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tion is peculiarly adapted to political intrigue ; and though,
in our country, its influence may not have been perceived
by any party, yet we see that iu a sister Republic, so far
from 1ts being considered the duty of the fraternity to
keep apart from politics, the parties whose dissensions
distract the Commounwealth, are arranged under difterent
masonic denominations. Scotch masons, and York ma-
sons, in that country, no less designate masons of different
sects, than they do partisans of different polities. If
lodges may be converted into secret political clubs, they
ought to be feared in a {ree country.

It has often occurred to me as a little extraordinary,
that in this republican country of ours, where we claim to
be such pure demncrats, there should be manifested 1n
those who become masons, such a passion for finery, pa-
geantry, dignities, and tiles. Oue who affects to despise
the blue or red ribband, the star and garter of an Enghsh
lord, or the coronet of a foreign priuce, clothes himself
with the utmost complacency, in all the colors of the rain-
bow, and decorates himself with as many jewels and
medals, as are worn by an Indian chief. He expects
from the fellows of hiz community, to be addressed by the
titles of Worshipful, Most Worshipful, Excellent, Most
Excellent, Nastrious, and Most lllustrious, with as much
certainty as the greatest despot in the world requires from
his slaves a reeongnition of the rank he assumes. We see
from the masonic notices daily published in our papers,
that Knight, Prince, and even King, are familiar titles,
by which these to whom they belong are always addressed
by their brethren in their assemblies, “T'o his Most
lustrious Highness, Prince of the Royal Secret of the
thirty-third degree,” is a title which emblazons the name
-of many a good republican in this community. Foreigners
must think we are nat less fond of the show, and trap-
pings, and titles of aristocracy and royalty, than any other
people, when they see that we are so eager to adopt
them, in the only way tolerated by our political consti-
tutions.

It is true there is something of equality in this, inas-
much as every man, of every grade, and every complexion,
may be invested with all the finery, and the magnificent
dites of the order. All others, however, are rivalled by
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the splendor of the Black Lodges of this city, headed by
their Respectable and Worshipful Masters.

I have known many persons whose brains have been
turned by their elevation from humble occupations to
royal titles and imaginary thrones, Indeed, | have never
known a very great mason, who was not a very great fool.
I beg to be understood. 1 do not mean by very great
masons, those who have stood highest in the estimation of
the craft, and who have attained the highest masonic
honors. I do not forget that the names of Washington,
Clinton, Warren, La Fayette, Franklin, Robert R, Liv-
ingston, Jackson, and Marshall, are justly the boast of
the fraternity ; nor is it possible that 1 should ever forget
that I have seen many venerated clergymen, sanctifying
by their presence and their prayers the labors, as well as
the refreshments of a lodge. But | mean by great ma-
sons, those who are proud of their pompous titles; who
are fand of decorations; who persuade themselves that
the affairs of the world turn upon masonry; that without
it, society conld hardly exist, or if it did, would be de-
prived of its fairest ornament, and most beneficial ar-
rangement.

It may be asked, how it happens that I should have been
80 long a wason and vot untl this time expressed my dis-
approbation of the institution. It is true, it is nearly
forty years since I became a member of the masonic
fraternity, but I began to question its utility long ago. It
must be fifteen or twenty years since I belonged to any
lodge, and some eight or ten years that I have not been
within the walls of a lodge room. During this time, I
have not hesitated to express opinions in accordance with
what I have now written.

When [ was hardly twenty-one years of age, I was
initiated in a lodge in New-York, which was distinguished
for the respectability of its members., All of these I
knew must have submitted to whatever would be required
of me. My confidence, that they would not have done
any thing wrong, induced me to pass through the required
forms with very little—ton little consideration. A like
deference for the example of others, led me from step to
step, with the same inconsiderateness. It was not till the
buoyancy of youth had passed, that I began to see the



112 OPINIONS ON FREEMASONRY,

vanity and folly, and, as I thought, the evil tendency of
masonry. Morgan’s fate has, I acknowledge, strengthened
the unfavorable impressions 1 entertained previously to
his murder. Since that event, [ have thought the insti-
tution not only idle and useless, but this horrible catas-
trophe has evinced that its mysteries may engender
infatuation that will stop at no erime. Siuce that event,
I have believed it would be a relinquishment of a duty I
owed to society, if 1 suffered my respect for those vene-
rated men who have left the world to believe that masonry
was approved by them, prevent me from expressing the
convictions of my own mind of its merits. The example
of the many who have stood as high in the ranks of
masonry as in the estimation of the world, would have
induced me to have buried my own thoughts in silence.
I should have been awed by their opinions could I be
sure that these patrons, of whom masonry so justly boasts,
deliberately examined the merits of the institution ; but
when I reflect how many years of my life were passed
before I gave the subject due eonsideration, I cannot but
suppose that they, like myself, for a long time, may have
been content to rest on the example of their predecessors,
and that they have left their successors free to express
their opinions., If these are unfavorable to masonry, no
one can say that they are in opposition to what would
have been the deliberate judgment of the persons whose
great examples are considered of such authority.

[ am happy that the letter I have had the honor to re-
ceive from you, affords me an opportunity to express, in
such a manner as I presume will give them publicity, my
sentiments on this subject. I have reason to believe
they are in accordance with those of many good and
respectable men who are masons; and who, [ hope, will
not by their silence, suffer their example in becoming
masons to have an undue influence. I come forward the
more readily at this moment, when | think no party or
unworthy motive can be imputed to me; when the ex-
citement occasioned by the murder of Morgan, has sub-
sided into a just abhorrence of the guilty; and when the
question is not whether every mason is not a bad man,
but whether masonry is not a bad institution. I believe
that it does no good that might not be accomplished by
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far better means. Its secrecy and extensive combinations
are dangerous, Its titles and trappings are vain, foolish,
and inconsistent with our republican institutions, Its
pretensions are absurd, fallacions and impious; and its
ceremonies and mysteries are profane, and lead many to
believe that they impose obligations paramount to the
laws. However limited the influence of my opinions
might be, | should be sorry to end my life, leaving it to
be believed that | had lived and died the advocate of an
tnstitution of which 1 entertain such views,

REMARKS ON THE CHARACTER OF FREEMASONRY.

Extract from an Address by Rev. Moses Thacher, of Wrentham, Muss. on
the occasion of his seceding from the Masonic Institution,

Tue sabject to which | desire to call your attention,
1s, the standing which | have retained for some time
past, in relation to the masonic institution. Although
I am a minister of the gospel, set apart to take the over-
sight of this church and people ; yet, far be it from me
to feel mysell’ above making concessions and retractions,
wherein | have done wrong. ‘I'hat | huve done wrong in
uniting myself to the masonic society, and given just oc-
casion of offence to some of my Christian friends, 1 am
now fuliy convinced. 1 am satished, by a knowledge of
facts, which have recently been presented to my mind,
and which have placed me beyond a reasonable doubt,
that the institution is very different, in nature and utility,
from what | anticipated when | first became a member.
I then jeined upon the assurance of others of its great
antiguity, of the purity of its principles, and the many
advantages which it would present to me as a minister of
the gospel. Notwithstanding | verily thought, that I
could depend upon those assurances; I have since found,
to my sorrow and disgost, that 1 have been deceived and
disappointed. By these remarks, I do not mean to cast
reflections upon those who gave me such assurances,
They were doubtless deceived ; and [ feel much more dis-
posed to apply to myself the denunciation, “Cursed is the

107
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man that trusteth in man;” than harshly to censure those,
who were, perhaps, the innocent occasion of my folly.

With regard to the antiguity of the institution, | have
found, by well anthenticated taucts, that it cannot be traced
fartlmr back than to the sixteenlh century. 1 find that
the first lodge of Freemasons ever instituted, was founded
in London, and that the first; which emanated from this
original stock, was ad late as A. D. 1717. These facts
are 8o m:the:]uc, that | teel mysell warranted to say,
beyond a reasonable douht, that the institution is, com-
paralively, ol recent origin. When theretore it pruieqsel
to teach doctrines and facts by tradition, from before the
flood, from the days of Solomon, or even irom the com-
mencement of the Christian era; it is evident that the
institution is made to speak a lie; a lie too, which, more
than almost any thing else, has been the means of intold-
ing in the bosom of the society, the vast multitudes, who
have devoted themselves to ils interests,

In respect to the principles of the institution, it may be
remarked, that this society, different (rom any other, holds
two classes, T'he one class ol principles, is, its costume,
or dress, in which it appears before the public. These
principles are, charity,* moral virtue, social intercourse,
&c. all good in the abstract. The other class ol princi-
ples consists in secrecy, secret signs and obligations, and
secret doctrines. Upon these latter principles the whole
institution is erected. This circumstance has doubtless
deceived many. [t decetved me. For a considerable
time, | thought the institution was built upon those prin-
ciples, which I now find to be merely external, desizned
for profession and show. The institation, instead of
being huiit upon charity, and moral virtue, is built upon
the secret principles, which | have mentioned ; and these
are principles by which genuine masons must be guided,
however they may clash with other rules,

% |t is not here admitted, that this is the charity which * seek-
eth not her own.” All thal masona, as such, ever bestowed, in
what they call *“*charity," is bestowed precisuly on the same
principle that a mutual fire insurance company assist one of their
own members in making up the loss which he has sustained by the
devouring element, This iz a * charity,” which the sufferer hus
a right, in equity, to demand, in consideration of what he has al-
ready thrown into the common stock.
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That the masonic institution has its obligations, no
mason will deny. The great and important question,
which now agitates the public mind, is, What is the na-
ture ol these obligations? Do llunse who take masonic
obligations resign their lives to the disposul of the society;
or does the society hold itself’ authorized to take the life
of any individual or individuals, who may be considered
as having violated ite secret laws ?  As il respects myzelf]
I have told masous repeatedly, that the moment | became
convinced, that there was any thing in masonic obliga-
tions which either authorized or sanctioned the infliction
of deathy as a penalty, in case of violation, I would re-
nounce masonry wmmediately. But | have now fo con-
fess, with pain and sorrow, that a knowledge of facts has
placmi it beyond a doubt in my own mlml that the ma-
sonic fraternity, as a body, do mean to huld the lives of
individual members at their di<posal. It does appear by
numerous facts, substantiated by plenary evidence, that a
free cilizen of these Uunited States has not only been kid-
napped and murdered by masons, but that this awful
transnciion was contrived and executed by imasonic bodies.
1t does appear, that masonic bodies, such as Lodges,
Chapters, and Encampments, have secreted and facilitated
the escape of the murderers; and that they did send the
one, who executed the fatal Jdeed, out of the country as
soon as pos«ible.* Were it proper, al this time, | think
I could furnish sufficient evidence ot what | have stated,
to satisly any candid mind. But such condoct as this, [
must consider a lair comment upon the secret principles
of the institution.

Besides, it appears to have been a fact, that the Gene-
ral Grand Chapter of the United States was in session, in
the city of New York, at the time William Morgan was
taken from Batavia, and that an express was despatched
mmedmtely to inform the Grand Chapter what had taken
place, and what was done with the nnhappy victim. From
the silence of the General Grand Chapter on the snhject,
we must draw the natural inlerence, that it did, virtrally,

* See the Affidavit of Avery Allyn, before Horace Holden, Esq.
of the cily of New York, March 24, 1829; also of John Maon, be-
fore Judge Tisdale, of Genesee.
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to say the least, sanction the outrage. The question also
may be asked, Hus any Grand Lodge in the United Stutes,
or any Grand Chapter, or Grand Encampment, or the
General Grand Chapter, or General Grand Encampment,
ever disavowed that the secret principles of the institution
do authorize and sanction the infliction of death us a
penalty ? Not to my knowledge ; and it may be pre-
sumed they never have. But vntil these general bodies
do this, it matters not what individual masens, or indi-
vidual {odges, may say on the subject; because they all
act in subordination. Unless the Grand Lodge of Massa-
chusells, for example, disavow the prerogative to inflict
death us a penalty, it is vain for any individual lodge, or
lodges, in the Commonwealth to disavow it; for all the
lodges in the Commonwealth are in subordination to the
Grand Lodge. Of what uvail would it be for this town
to say, that the law of this Commonwealth does not de-
nounce the penalty of death against the murderer, unless
the government of the State come out and say se too?
But | have evidence, that William Morgan is not the first,
who has fallen a victim to masonic vengeance. | have
been informed by as many as three different persons, (all
mazons,) that a man was ¢ put out of the way,” that is,
gecretly murdered, a few years ago, by the Grand Lodge
of a neighborinz State.* lo conversing also, with ma-
sons of high standing, | have never heard any of them,
of a cerlain character, express the least regret that Mor-
gan was put to death; but only that he was not put to
death more secretly. A High Priest of the order, some
time since, told one of my brethren in the ministry, that
he had no doubt that Morgan was put to death,and that he
ought to be put to death on masonie prenciples.  With these

# The circumstances, as related to me by a mason of high stand-
ing. and who slill retains such standing with the fraternity, were
substantially these ;=—A member of the masonic institution, whom
T will call A. B, and who lived in one of the back towns of R*#&*
%38 a0k C. )., and made him a mason, as the mas.ns would
say, ‘*illegally ;" giving him such instroctions that he ** worked
himself into a lodge,” C. D. retained this illegal standing for
pome time, and rendered himself so familiar with the * work,”
that he ohtained an office, 1 think that of junior or seninr warden.
By and by nowcver, it leaked out,” that C. D, had been made
a masop illegally, and by whom; when the lodge ** made him
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facts in view, is it possible to get rid of the impression,
that the masonic institution is a blood-statned institution ?

[ am, moreover, satished, from what | have lately seen
of the history of the institution, and the history of its de-
grees, that it leads on step by step into infidelity. 1 he
distinction between ancient and modern Freemasonry is
altogether without foundation. [t is all modern. 1t is
all directly calculated to promote the designs of infidelity.
The three first degrees,it Is true, are not =0 exceptionable
as the higher; but still they are exceptionalle, especially
as they pertain to a modern institution. Lven in these
degrees, the Master, if' he proceeds according to rule,
personities, and places himsell instead ol the Deity, in a
kind of mock imitation of the most august scene which
was ever witnessed either by men or angels ; and which
God permitted to be witnessed only by the latter. It is
here, tmd masons will well understand me,) the Master
of the Lodge, in representation of what he is about to do
himself, cites that most sublime passage of Holy Writ,
¢ And God sard, Let there be light, and there was light.”?
It is here, also, he stands, and professes to imitate the in-
finite and eternal God, who spake light into existence !
If' the institution were of divine origin, as masons have
pretended, and this work were never periormed except
by those who have a becoming reverence for the Deity,
it would alter the case materially. But, being a mere ha-
man contrivance, fostered too, in an age of infidelity, and
managed, as it frequently is, by men, who have the high-
est contempt for serious things; the institulion must be
directly calculated, even in the three lower degrees, to
harden the heart, and banish from the mind the fear of
God. What then shounld be thought of the higher de-
grees, in which the infinite God is still more strikingly

over again,” and he was suflered to retaio hie standing with the
fraternity. Soon alter this, A, B., who had thus violated his ma=-
sonic obligations, happencd to be jn P**EREEEER 4l the time the
Grand Lodge was in session, which summoned him to appear be-
fore them. C.D. obeyed the summons, and was, hy the Grand
Lodge, * put out of the way," so secretly, that his friends thonght
he had absconded, and this was the general report.—"The sane
masgoil, who related to me these circomstances, expressed his re-
gret that the * Morgan affair" had not been conducted as secreily,
and thereby prevented all this noise and commolion,
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personified by mortal worms ; where his sacred names and
attributes are used as pass-words, and mock miracles are
wrought as signs ; as every mason knows, who has taken
these degrees?! Here too, is another cause of delusion ;
that is, the pretence,that what pertains to the Royal Arch,
and its preparatory degrees, is ancient masonry. It is
capable of the most satistactory proof, +hat nothing was
known of what is called ¢ Royal Arch Masonry,” even
as early as 1730, It cannot be fraced even to English
origin. It has not been tolerated in England. 1n 1799,
any thing higher than the three first degrees of masonry,
Was pmhihiled by law.* Upon the same stock has been
graffed the Knights’ degrees, which masons profess to
trace to Jerusalem. But Professor Robison,f speaking of
a certain lodge, situate at Lyons, in France, says, «+ We
know that this lodge stood, as it were, at the head of
French Freemasonry, and that the fictitious order of Ma-
sonic Knights Templars was formed in this lodge, und
was considered as the model of all the rest of this mimic
chivalry.” Here, then, it is evident, that the Knights’
degrees originated in infidel France, at a time when inh-
deli'y zenerally prevailed in that pation, and when infidels
had the control of almost all the lodges on the continent
of Eurape. This will account for their horrid oaths, and
for some of their ceremonies, too shocking to be named
on this occasion.] Connected in the same chain, are the

* See the work on Freemasonry, by * A Master Mason.

T Proofs of Conspiracy.

1 | nave it on the best anthority, that a part of one abligation,
administered to an ustrons Knight, runs in the following man-
ner i—* You further gwear that should you ever know a compan-
ion violate any essential part of this obligation, you will use your
most dec.ded endeavors. by the blessing of (3od, Lo bring such per-
son to the strictest and most condipn punuhmtnt agzreeably Lo the
rules and usages of our ancient fraternity 3 and this by pointing him
out to the world as an unworthy and vir:ic.m vagabond, by op-
posing his inlerest, by deranging his business, by transferring his
character afier him wherever he may go, hy exposiag him to the
conlempt of the whole frateruity and of the world, but of our Il-
lustrious order more especially, during his whole natural life,”

In what is ealled the ** Sealed Obligation,” the novitiate **drinka
wine from a human skuall,”® and swenars,—** As the sins of the whole
world were laid upon the head of the Saviour, so may all the sina
committed by the person whose skull this was, be heaped upon
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¢ [neffable Degrees,” in which, among other ceremonies,
there is a mock celebration of the: Lord’s Supper! That
these degrees are in the same system of Freemasonry with
the preceding, is evident, because the Freemason’s Moni-
tor prescribes the rule for this shocking service, when
¢ the Most Perfect presents the candidate with bread and
wine, saying, eat ol this bread with me, and drink of the
game cup.”™ Such is the shocking nature ol these ide-
grees, that it is perfectly natural to pass on, from step to
step, until the Knight adept of ihe Eagle or Sun says to
the novitiate—¢ Behold thiz monster which you must con-
quer—a serpent which WE detest as an idol that is
adored by the idiot and vulgar under the name of KELI-
GION !! 1t Such also has been the artinl management
in some of these degrees, that certain things, mos{ excep-
tionable, have been withholden from serious, conscien-
tions men, while they have been exhibited to others of a
different character ; which has tended very much to de-
ceive, and keep in ignorance, those, who would other-
wise have protested, and exposed the wickedness. 1 have
Iﬂl!hfﬂttﬂl‘_}’ evidence, that something was withholden from
me, even in the Royal Arch Degree, which has been
communicated to others.]

my head, in addition 1o my own, should | ever knowingly or wil-
fully violate or trunsgress any obligation, thut 1 have herctofore
taken, take at this time, ar shall at any future period take, in re-
lation to any degree of masonry or order of Knighthood, 2o hdlp me
God."—Conviersing with a minister of the gospel, of good stand=
ing, who had taken this degree, concerning the ceremony to which
I here allude, he replied, ** | can sincerely say, thal [ never drank
wine oul of a human skull; hut we have our altervafives ;** at
the same time giving me tn understand, that although this was
the legal ceremony. yot, when it was too ahhorrent to the novi-
tiate, he was permitted to vse a subsfituie, which was intended
to represent the same thing, The same clergyman told me, that
one of the oaths was so abhorrent, that he refused to subscribe to
ity without including a condition, which he considered as destroy-
ing the force of the obligation.

* Freemason's Monitor, 1202, p. 263,

t See Barruel's History of Jacobinism, and Professor Robison’s
Proofs of a Conspiracy.

1 A minister of the gospel informed me, not long since, that he
took this degree, bafore he became a preacher; when an obligation
wasadministered to him altogether as vxeeptionable as the one per-
taining to this degree, revealed by the Le Roy Convention. This
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Now, Christian brethren and friends, as T am in pos-
session of these facts, and many more, which time would
fail to mention, and convinced, as | am, that the instita-
tion ol Freemasonry is Anli-Christian, is it not my duty,
as a Christinn and a minister of the gospel, to come out
and leave it? Can wmasons blame me for coming out and
leaving the institution?  But, it will be said, « Why did
you not come out before I | answer; I was not in pos-
session of these facts before, by which | might he con-
vinced. It is not long since some of these [acts first
came before the public. For a very considerable time, I
was 80 blinded, as cincerely to believe, and say, that the
commotion in the western part of our country, was merely
a political excitement. Others, perhaps, think =0 still.
But, being undeceived with respect to these facts, | have
very naturally been led to leok at others; to examine,
coolly and deliberately, the history of the msluulmn, the
history and nature of its degrees, and the natare of its
secret principles, Thisdeliberate examination has hrought
my mind, irresistibly, to the result, which | present belure
you this day.

But, + \"h}r did yon not withdraw secretly, and silently,
from the institution, say nothing, either for or agninst it,
and save the excilement, which must resualt from an open
renunciation Anu:-wer. Such a course, | once thoneht,
and said, was the most julicions. 1 did not think it
necessary, that any person shonhl come ont in this apen
manner, on the supposition that it was hest to leave the
institution. But, | have become convinced, that 1 could
not pursue this course conscientiously. Brllﬂmz, as I
firmly and sincerelv do, that the masonic institution is
Anti-Christian, 1 conld not discharge my duty by with-
drawing in silence. Now, [ ask, Christian hrmhrpn and
friends, on the groond that the institution is what I
have stated andd its secret principle~ of such a nature as
have been pointed out, whether you can desire me to

clergyman further siated, that in the obligation adminisiered to
him, the clause weas included, “* murder and (reavon soT exee,trd
He recollecied this, from the following circumstance § a Uaptist
brother, who was “exalled® at the same time with himself,
stopped, when the High Priest came to this clause, and a:ked
“1f it was so?
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leave to your sons my name and influence, as a minister
of the gospel, in favor of the institution? On the ground
that the institution is what has been represented, do you
desire, that your children may have to plead an excuse
for becoming Freemasons, what thousands have done with
respect to other ministers of the gospel, that ¢ your wmin-
ister was a Freemason 77 But this must certainly be the
case, were | to withdraw from the institution in silence.
Should I do this, 1 must necessarily leave the weight of
my name, example and influence, however Itrrht they
might appear, in favor of the institution, Bat this I can-
not do. In Justice to my own conscience, in justice to the
young and rising generation, and in justice to the cause of
Christ, I must come out, openly and honestly, and declare
my connexion with the masonic institution dissolved.

CORRESPONDENCE IN RELATION TO THE HISTORICAL
EVIDENCE OF THE EXISTENCE OF FREEMASONRY
PRIOR TO THE LAST CENTURY,

Boston, Nov. 11, 1829,
To the President and Professors of the Theological Beminary, Andover, Maas,

Gentremen,—In order to the acquisition and diffusion
of light on the suhject of Freemasonry—a subject deepiy
affecting the welfare of our country, the citizens of Bos-
ton, at a great public meeting, appointed the undersigned
a committee 1o promote inquiries into the nature of its
claims.

In pursuance of this duty the Committee found it to
be expedient, in order to arrest the attention, and satisfy
the diversity of opinions on the subject, to have recourse
to different sources of information, because the testimony
that would influence the opinions of some, would have lit-
tle or nu effect upon those of others.

The views the Committee have, gentlemen, in addres-
sing you upon this subject, are not to elicit masonic signs,
pass-words, or grips—I{or these are all known ; but their

11
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object is simply to ask your opinions upon a historical
fact, believing that your familiar acquaintance with orien-
tal literature must have furnished you with the means of
a reply without much further research. The question is
the following, viz;—* Is there any known history to justify
the belief that Speenlative or Freemasonry had existence
prior to the last century 7 It claims an origin coeval
with time, and many believe it—some however doubt,
The expression of your sentiments npon the foregoing
question, in writing, will very much oblige your respect-
ful and obedient servants,
GEORGE ODIORNE,
JOUN D. WILLIAMS,
ABNER PHELPS,
RENJ. W, LAMB,
WILLIAM MARSTON,
HEMRY GASSETNT,
JONATHAN FRENCH,
TiIOMAS WALLLY,
DANIEL WELD,
EBENEZER WITIIINGTON,
BENJ. V. FRENCH,
JOHIN P. WHITWELL,
Suffolk Committee,

DR. WOODS' REPLY.

Theornocicar SemiNary, ANDOVER,
December Tth, 1529,
To the Suffolk Committee.

GenTLEMEN,—T'he question which you have proposed
to me and my colleagues respecting the origin of ree-
masonry, I shall answer very briefly. The question I
understand as relating to what is essenfial to Freema-
sonry at the present time,—to what is pecwdiar 1o the
system.,

The antiquity of Freemasonry must be determined in
the same way as the antiquity of any thing else. Suppose
we are asked, whether there i1s reason to believe that war
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existed in the time of David? We answer in the affir-
mative, and refer immediately to the historical evidence.
We have a history which has every mark of genuineness
and truth, which expressly informs us that there was war
in his days; and that he was actively engaged in it.
And this fact agrees with the known character of David,
and with the circumstances of the Israelitish nation in
his days; and it is referred to 1n many of his Psalms, and
in snbsequent Jewish wriings,  T'his is proof sufficient.
Rational belief rests on evidenee, and this evidence we
have. But suppoze any man should assert that avid
understood the principles of Electiicity as they are laid
down by modern Philosophers, and that he wrote a book
containing those principles: We ask him for lus proof.
Is there any thing in David’s writings, or in any other
ancient wniings, which shows this?  No.  Is it probable
that he understood Electricuty, from the general state of
philosophical science in ancient times?  ‘I'he probability
is an the other side, especially as we are able to trace the
history of Electricity to its origin in modern rimes,
Again, let a man assert that Solomon made a balloon,
and that he frequently rode in it from Jerusalem 10 "I'yre,
and sometumes took in Hiram with him.  We should put
the same question : What eviulence is there of this? Does
any anthentic history assert it; or does the supposition
agree with our ideas of Solomon’s character, or with the
known circamstances of s times?  All men will say,
there 1s no proof of the thing asserted : of course it can-
not be believed. The above remarks show how I sup-
pose the question respecting the high antiquity of Free-
masonry onght to he answered, If men assert that it
existed 1 Solomon’s days, and that he and Hiram, King
of Tyre, were Freemasons, we inqguire for proof - Is
there any historical evidence of the fact 7—Where is that
evidence found? Is itin any ancieut hnok 7 Let the
book be produced. Is it derived from tradition?  Let it
be shown where that tradition existed, and how it 1s tra-
ced back tn the time of Solomon, or to any period near
that. Is it derived from a new revelotion? let it be
shown to whom the revelation was made, and what cre-
dentials he had of his being authorized to teach it to oth-
ers. If there is any evidence whatever, let it be made to
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appear. No reasonable man will ever assert an impor-
tant fact, with an expectation or desire of having it be-
lieved, without producing evidence to prove it. Now I
have never seen or heard of any evidence, of any kind or
degree, in support of the pretended antiquity of Freemas-
sonry ; and | suppose the same is true of all others.
What then can we do, consistently with reason and com-
mon sense, but to withhold our beliell
As to probable evidence ; 1t would be very proper to
inquire, whether it can be reconciled to the acknowl-
edzed character of Solomon, and of the twelve Apostles
to suppose, that they belonved to a society, established
on the principles and practising the rites of Freemasonry.
If these principles and rites are what the community at
large understand them to be, and what Freemasons (hem-
selves understand them to be, an answer to this inquiry
would be no very difficult thing.
I am, Gentlemen, with the greatest respect,
Yours, &c

LEONARD WOODS.

PROFESSGR STUART'S REPLY.

Awpover, Deec. 22, 1320,

To the Buffolk Committen in Boston, appointed to inguire into the natare, princi-
ples wnd tendency of Frevinasonry.

GentLeEMEN,—In answer to your inquiries, respecting
any traces of the history of Freemasonry, in ancient times,
I reply, that it has not been my lot to find any thing of
this nature, in any book that 1 have ever perused, either
in any of the Asiatic or European langnages. 1 take it
to be a point conceded by all literary men, that no such
traces exist, In any ancient record whatever.

The pretence that Freemasonry was known in the time
of Solomon, 1s refuted by the internal evidence which
masonic books themselves contain. For example, they
tell us that Hiram Abiff, the Grand Master Mason, was
killed by Jubela, Jubelo, and Jubelam. It happens, un-
fortunately, however, that these names are formed, (and
that by no very skilful master,) from the Latin language,
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and not from the flebrew, to which they bear not the
slightest resemblance. All Hebrew names are sigmifi-
cant and have a Hebrew shape; and 1t requires but a
moderate share of skill, to detect gross imposture in this
pretended history of Hiram Abiff.

The same is mauitestly the case, in regard to a large
class of names, which are given out by masonic books as
very ancient ; e. g. Buh, Giblimites, Toulmmith, Lisha,
Jaobert, Tito, Harrodim, Juha, (Animani, which the
books say means, I am that I am,) Jubilum, Akirop, Si-
dach, Solo, and many others, If the meaning of masonic
books be, what it scems to be, that these have come down
from the days and the language of Solomon, it is gross
imposture. Tliese names would for the most part, be as
good Hebrew, us Abracadaobra is Finghsh,

If what the books state, also, about the use of soch
names as Jah, Jevah, Jovah, Shadda, Adonat, be true,
(names of the adorable Godhead, in the Hebrew lan-
guage, and ntroduced it would scem, by some masons
who had a smatiering of the Hebrew language ;) if it be
true that these numes are used in the connexion and
manner in which the books of masons declare them to be,
then it is certain that the name of Gnd is profanely used.
And what can [ say of the Animani, which 15 pretended
to mean, L am thet I um? 1 confess, that 1 cannot help
shauddering at the manuner in which this is stated to be
used, in books published by members of the masouic fra-
ternity. Whether the accounts, however, from which [
take this, are true, is of conrse more than 1 am able to
vouch for. It is only on the supposition that they are so,
that my remarks can have any bearing on the subject of
masonty.

If these accounts are true, then it is time that every
man in our community should know it.  That any class
of men among v« shanld be encouraged to expect protec-
tion in all cases, * muarder and treason not excepted,” is
what 1nstitutions like onrs can never sanction ; and the
eyes of all should be opencd wide in relation to this
matter.

If these accounts are not true, the masons owe it to
themselves, and to the world, to vindicate themselves
from such charges. Especially is this the case, inasmuch

11*
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as these charges are made by men of good standing, of
unimpeachable integrity and veracity, and who have a
Frsmmf acquaintance with all the secrets of masonry.
‘or my part, | shall be exceedingly glad to see these
charges refuted ; as it would greally relieve my mind in
regard to many estimable men, belonging to the masonic
order. But | see no way to get rid of the force of the
testimony in question, until a counter-statement 1s made,
which is worthy of credibility.

For a long thne, I neither knew nor cared much about
this subject. But recent attention to it, has filled me
with astonishment ; and as to some things contained in
it, with horror. The trifling with oaths, and with the
awful names of the ever blessed God, is a feature | can-
not contemplate but with deep distress.

I am, Gentlemen,
Your friend and obedient servant,
MOSES STUART.

BosTon, Nov. 4, 1829.

To the President and Professors of Harvard University.

GenTLEMEN,— At a numerous meeting of the citizens
of Boston and vieinity, the undersigned were appointed a
committee to inquire into the origin, nature, and princi-
ples of Freemasonry,

In performing the duties assigned them, they find the
Masonic Institution to claim an origin of much greater
antiquity than is supported by any well authenticated his-
tory that the undersigned have yet been able to meet
with. They have discovered no book on Freemasonry
written prior to 1723,  Since that perind to the present,
the future historian will have ample materials to prove the
existence of the institution.  The masonic writers, which
the committee have yet seen on the antigquity of Freema-
sonry, appear to rely on tradition. But tradition is not
asked for. It would seem natural to expect, that a
society, claiming for its members, the wurth]r, the Jearned,
and the great, in all ages and muntrles, should have, at
least, something more to be relied on, to prove its very
existence, than vague tradition.

The disclosures which have been made, and the con-
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sequent growing excitement, that has arisen in our
country on this subject, appear to justify a fearless and
thorough investigation. Truth and impartiality are alone
sought for. It has occurred to the undersigned, that the
course most likely to give satisfaction to the public, in
the present inquiry, wasto present the historical question,
as to the origin of Freemasonry, to the decision of high
minded and honorable gentlemen of profound learning
and research. Men above suspieion, and in possession of
the most ancient and extensive libraries in this country.

The special object of this application is, respectiully
to request an answer 1o the following historical question,
viz,

Is there any known history, to justifly the belief, that
Speculative, or Freemasonry, had existence prior to the
last century !

The expression of your sentiments, in writing, on the
foregoing question, will be gratelully achnnnlednﬂd by

Y our most obedient servants,

THE UUMMIT'I‘EE.

MR. QUINCY'S REPLY.

Harvarp Uwniversity,
Camprinee, Dec. 5, 1829,

To the Gentlemen of the Saffolk Commities,

GexTLEMEN,—] have received and laid before the
Faculty of Harvard Umiversity, your letter, requesting an
expression ol their senthments on the question - “ Is there
any known history to jusufy the behef, that Speculative,
or Freemasoury, had existence prior 1o the last century.”

In reply, I have the hionor, by request of the Faculty,
to state that they have no knnwlm]ge of any such history,
On inquiry of the Librarian of the University, and on ex-
amining the catalogue of books, no such has been found.
The sabject is one, however, on which the members of
the Faculty prufess to have no precise information, it
having never before heen presented to them as an object
of interest and inquiry.

Should any books in the College Library be found to
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be important, for your purposes, in the course of your
investization, they will, without doubt, on application, be
placed at the command of any person engaged under
your authority in the research you have instituted.
Very respectfully, Gentlemen,
I am your ohedient servant,

JOSIAH QUINCY,

President of Harvard University,

THE LAWFULNESS OF FREEMASONRY AS A SECRET
INSTITUTIUN.

Extract from “ A Reply of the Genesee Consocintion to the let'er of the Rer.
M. Ewmerson, of Iﬂ'rﬂﬁﬂ'.il‘fﬂhf. Comr. adilrvssed to them on the #hlhject f:f
their resnfution refafive o wsonde ministers, and moasonic candidates for
the winistry”=

We feel prepared to take what some may consider
high ground, that secret societies are unlawful. We do
not mean to assert it as a fact, that we have any special
statutes which prohibit them—but we mean that such an
institution as yours is hizhly dangerous in its tendency
to the best interests of socicty.,  What we have to state
here may be offensive to some of your brethren, but we
hope not to yourself. We say therefore that, towards
masons we indulgze no hostile frelings. If we give of-
fence to any, it is from an imperious sense of duty—not
from personal resentment.

We here remark again that we are unable to perceive
how we can discnss this question with you and come to
the puint in hand, which i1s to vindicate the propriety of
our resolution, without freely examining the nature of
your institotion, which now stands all unguarded by the
Tyler's sword.

We do not regard vour institution with any friendly

* Their resolition was as follows,—* Resofred, That the Congro-
ciation will neither lieense, ordain, or instail. those who sustam any
connexion with the institution of masunry, or who will net disap-

rove and renounce it ; nor will we give letterz of recommendation
n favor of such persons to preach in any of the churches in our
connexion.”
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feeling. We wish it prostrated to the ground, never
to rise again. We are not in favor, as you are, of
having its “ implements,” &c. laid up in the choicest of
cabinets,—nor of having the least vestige of it left to her
““ vigorous successors,”’-—but we wish it to come to a
complete and everlasiing end. You have something to
say in favor of the lawlulness of secret societies.—In page
Oth, you say, that ** of their intrinsic lawfulness, [ have
no doubt,” and that * for any government to forbid them,
would in my view, be rank tyranny.”

1. We oppose this opinion, first, by a view ol some
circamstances of the case In this country, the people,
who are always the best judges of their own interest, gov-
ern—and if they are disposed to prolubit by law, the ex-
istence of secret societies, there is no tyranny m the
case; for it is absurd to suppose that the people, in the
free exercise of their prerogatives, will oppress them-
selves, 'I'berefore should 1t ever becomme the popular
opinion, that secret societies onght not to exist, the omis-
sion to prohibit them by law would be * rank tyranny,”
because this omission would give indulgence to the few
without an express right, to trample on the privileges of
the many. As the case now is, and has been, for many
years in our country, the masonic institution is an *‘ inpe-
rium in imperio.”  ‘I'he prerogatives which it has assums-
ed are wnchartered It has grown up by mere indulgence.
Society at large should never he exposed, to be practised
upon by a few * sons of light.”” Masonry has been the
instrument in the hands of haﬂ men, of piratical depreda-
tions on the people. If the penpie have foes, it is right
that they should see them and their weapons, and under-
stand their plans—that they may have an equal chance
for their lives. Masonry is such an instrument as we
have, in part, described it; and there are many in whose
hands it has been intrusted, who were not dull in appre-
hending for what purpase the instrament is made.

2. Armther arguiaent against the “intrinsic lawful-
ness” of this secret society is the great facility which it
affurds for secret transactions of an immoral character.
This forms a solid objection to it which can never be pas-
ged over. These transactions which are to be kept se-
cret under the sanction of the severest penalties, are a
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temptation to the greatest enormities, and afford precisely
such securities against detection and punishment, as the
vilest of men desire. The good can never need such
securities, and the bad do not deserve them, nor is it safe
for sociey, that they should have them. If a man is al-
ways obliged to act openly, he is strongly induced to act
honestly.  But give him an opportunity to act scerefly,
and the security aganst punishment, which masonry
guaraniees, with great strength and a dieadlul euergy,
and he will act more agreeably to the selfish propensities
of a sinful heart. Continue n existence your society,
and many will be disposed to cultivate the bad principles
of their nature ; abohish it, and they will be disposed to
culrivate the better principles.,  Thieves, robbers, and
counterfeiters, do not mature and discuss their plans n
open assemblies, but in seeret, *“ neither come they to the
fight, because their deeds are evil.” They may cultivate
the * friendships and honor” pecnliar to themselves, as
masons may cultivate the dispositions peculiar to their
anlawful compact, but on the whole, the character is gen-
erally impaired, and society is jure d.

3. In maiutaining your views, you hypaocritically say,
page Y, “ il these secrets injure no one from their very
natuore, they must be referred 1o the day when all secrets
will be disclosed.” Bat we reply, that such is the natfure
of your secrets, when joined with the se/fish nature of
man, that they will be injuiions to society,  To this rule
there may be exceptions, bat the rule itself is founded
upon the broad and philosophical view of the human chai-
acter. A daoger, from its very nature, Injures no one ;
but put daggers into the hands of such men as those with
whom yon have counfided your secrets; and they are dan-
gerous instruments. We do not approve of their being
worn, for the purpose of practising upon others who wear
them not.  Harmless as the instrument of masonry is in
itsell, good men onght not to wish for it—and bad men
do not deserve it. Our safety in lives, character and
property, in our prosperous application to business, and
in our various privileges, guaranteed to us by the gov-
ernment under which we repose, reqnires that this in-
strument be wrested from the hands of bad men —and

consequently from all—because in constitutional provies
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1ons, distinctions are impracticable. As the case now is,
with masonic magistrales, jurors, &c. &c. it we must ap-
peal to such a court, with a masen tor an antagonist, we
go not with eqaal hopes or privileges for success. We niay
be wrong in such a manner as to obtain no redress by
legal process; because perhaps, we canunot show that these
masouic officers have, in a fangible manuer, violated the
letter of the law, although its spirit hus been corruptly
disregarded,.

We have another remark to make on the manner in
which you are disposed to express yourself, coucerning
these secrets—that ** they must be relerred to the day
when all secrets will be disclosed.”  What is your mean-
ing here?  Is it, that your secrets cananot be known?
Deceive not yourself, nor vainly attempt to deceive vlliers
—for they are known.,  Or, do you mean, that it they are
known, the public cannot touch them now—that they are
not to enjoy the liberty of exanuning the nature ol this
extravrdinary code, thus thiown out before their gaze?
Aund it so, by what legitmate authonity is this hberty
abridged, and this silence of the wngue imposed? In
our view, these revelations are things of this world, and
men will judge them according to the light which God
hath given them.

But you proceed page 9, and inake the following dec-
laration, m lavor of the lawjueness of your society, ** that
1 kuow nothing in our secrets which appears to one con-
trary to the word ot God or the rights of men—and that 1
never had the least suspicion that there was any masouic
penalty worse than expulsion.”

With respect to this first clause, we have already re-
marked in substance, what we deem sufficient—on the
last clause, we say, that such assertions are by no weans
new things 1o us,—we have, long siuce, understood them.
We know what 15 pledged to those who are about to be
initiated, wheu 1n the preparation room, that nothing 1s
to be imposed which will injure their *“ religion or their
politics.”  We also understund how masonry 1s ** ex-
plained” to some caundidates; who are horror struck at
the oaths; we grant that there is a favorable comnentary
on such passages—yet we also understand the com:nen-
tary on thove same oaths, whenever there is an intended
revelation of your seciets—we have the commentary in
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the murder of Morgan—it is written in blood. Perhaps
you and your conscience rest easy under the one com-
ment, but we cannot under the other. But on this pnmt
there is a wide difference of opinion in the interpretation
of those tremendous oaths, among your own brethren ; the
most of them understanding the penalties according to
the legitunate construction of language  While therefore
there 1s the difference of opinion on this fundamental ar-
ticle, among your brethren, and while you are still digpo-
sed to defend masonry tn the gross, von cannot expect to
feel satistied with the contmued existence of an institu-
tion which coutains such provisions; for whenever a
great occasion arises, the penalties are nflicted by some
of your brethren, (the rest standing by,) and if the deed
comes to light, nothing is more convenient than for you to
say, that those executioners did not properly interprot their
oblizations, and =till you go on and support the institu=
tion! Anp insutution from which such outrages will pro-
ceed more or less frequently, as naturally as water runs
down hill. Where are the men 1o be found who will
support your institution 7 We reply, thut they must nev-
er be found among the pumber of those whom we may
10 future ordain to the work of the minmstry. Now, sir,
with all these facts and considerations before you, can
you not possibly see any thing against the * intrinsie
lawfuluess” of such secret societies?  But such is the
strange infatuation of men on some questions and on par-
ticular occasions that possibly you will come out again
and attempt to say some plausible things in favor of ma-
sonry in the gross—that the conduet of a great nnmber
of your brethren has fallen below their ** avowed princi-
ples” and that we here only discover the abused prinei-
ples of masonry, as in many instances we may notice the
abused principles of Christianity—all this may pass off
with the negligent and ﬂu;mrﬁﬂ.ﬂ as being very fine;
though in our estimation, it is neither s lid wor safe.
For yon may grace the hilt of the drzger with as many
sparklmﬂr diamonds as you please, but they do not blunt
the point.
But masonry, like the responses of the heathen oracles,
is on some points exceedingly indefinite and flexible—
with some it is a very mysterious thing indeed, and with
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those who look upon it with a stupid and unsuspecting
wonder, there is nothing which takes so happily as your
fine eulﬂgmms coming from *“a full heart.” It is so
ancient, so venerable, such great names on the list of
memhership—su much like Christianity !'! But when we
ask, what man has it made wise 7 what is the answer, but
silent confusion? The general rule is this, that could
the nature of this mysterious thing be known before hand,
wise and good men would not have been juggled into it.
On the unsuspecting, it has played off more tricks, and
practised more impostures than any thing else excepting
the church of Rome. See the simple, the wise and great
ones of this world in their passage from one degree to
another, hoping to catch something by and by, and some-
times thinking they were close to it—one more step—
and then! and what then? why then, all this reminds
us of the ludicrous chase of our childhood to catch the
rainbow,

We have only to add here to the preceding remarks,
on the “intrinsic lawfulness” of your institution, that if
you permit the question to be decided by scriptural max-
1ns, the decision will be against you. Every thing which
is thus secret, does not meet with the approbation of the
New Testament. The principle which induces any com-
pany to perpetual secrecy, must be selfish and corrupt—
or it would not have received the direct denunciation of
our Lord, who knew what was in man—and therefore
renders the true reason for secrecy, when ke said * nei-
ther come they to the light, because their deeds are evil.”

By order of the Consociation,*
JOHN TAYLOR, Moderator.
SILAS PRATT, Clerk.

* Names of members of the Consociation.

Rev. John Taylor, Mendon; Rev. Mr. Jones, Mendon ; James
Saxton, Mendon; Rev. Wm. P. Kendrick, Shelby, Orleans Co. ;
Rev. Milton Huzxly, Stafford, Genesee, Co.; Rev. Jobez Spicer,
N. Penfield, Munr&e Co. Abel C. Ward, Hergcn Genesee Co. ;
Ezra Coon, Byron, Genrsee Co.; Rev. Elihu JMason, Bergen,
Genesee Co. + Rev. Herman Halsey, Bergen, (Genesee Co.; Dea.
Joseph Bloss, Brighton, Monroe Co.; Jbijjah Gould, Heorietta,
Monroe Co.; Theodore Ingersoll, Ogden, Monroe Eu Rev. E
Raymond, N. Bristol, Ontario Co.; Rev. Julius Steel, Enst Bloom
field, Ontario Co.; Rev. John F. Bliss, Gainesville, Geues:a Co.
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REMARKS ON SECRET SOCIETIES.

Addiessed to the Anti-masonic Convention, held af Dedfam, Muss. Junuary 1,
1528, By Benjwnin Wuterhouse, M. D#

Bring called to the unusual station of presiding over a
large, deliberative assembly, the novelty of the situation
calls, of course, for your indulgence.

As a retired man, I may not be exactly acquainted
with the precise views, and predominant feelings of the
numerous delegation here convened. I know, generally,
that 1t has been occasioned by certain alarming events,
which have roused the universal attention of one of the
largest Suates in the Union; and that this agitation was
excited by deeds of cruelty and bloodshed, instigated, itis
said and believed, by a very numerous and growing secret
society of active and aspiring men, knit together by
solemn vows, and unusual oaTus, with shocking penalties
annexed, unknnwn to our Iaws, and repugnant to out
feelings as men and Christians ; and that this serious state
of things has called us together, to luok into the disorder ;
and if we cannot at once, devise and apply the remedy,
to prevent, at least, its spreading. Let me promise, how-
ever, that the task 1s nnt an easy one, from the very
nature of the disease ; 1t being *‘ a pestilence that waLk-
ETH IN DARKNESS,”

My observations, at this time, must be of a general
complexion, and not of a particular nature. It appears,
{rom the earliest reenrds of mankind, that there has ex-
isted in ahmnost every country, little combinations of
restless men, like what is now called masonry. In the
eteaTi chapter of the book of Ezekiel, (who lived 590
years before Christ,) you will find mentioned “about five
and twenty men,” in a secret recess, ‘‘ with their backs
towards the temple of the Lord, and their faces towards
the east, worshipping the sun.”

There was a combination of great influence and celeb-
rity in Greece, that generally met at Athens, denominated

* B. Waterhouse, M. D. formerly Professor of the Theory and
Practice of Physic in Harvard University ; and Professor of Natural
History in Brown University.
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the Eleusinian Mystery, conducted with deep solemnity
and secrecy. If any of the initiated revealed the secrets
of it, it was thought unsafe to live in the same house with
him, lest it should, by the wrath of the gods, be struck
with lightuing, and the wretch was put to death. Yet
the sagacious Socrates, that wonder of his age, that light
shining in a dark place denounced that secret masonry
of the Grecians, as impious towards Heaven, and mis-
chievous towards the community at large, and it is well
known that for this attack on their secret society, he was
condemned to drink the fatal hemlock.

Men of a certain cast of mind are prone to wrap them-
selves up in a cloud of mystery, that they may more easily
govern their fellow creatures: a striking instance of
which may be seen in the history of the first Popes of
Rome, who, during several hundred years, bound in
chains the human understanding, till Martin Luther, and
other reformeors broke the spell, and freed the human
mind from a degree of slavery and thraldom that is scarce-
ly credible. Reason was confounded by mystery, image
worship, awe, dread and ignorance ; while the most de-
arading superstilion, and pricstly violence upheld, for
ages, a debasing system of mental oppression.

If we recur to the oldest hook we have, the BroLE, we
shall find that the Jewish system was made up chiefly of
ceremonies, types, and figures, denoting intellectual
things, and moral duties. This mode of teaching moral-
ity was, at that early period of the world, necessary—ab-
solutely necessary—and why? because then, not one
person in ten thousand, beside the priesthood, could read.
The people were not then able to exkibit thoughts to the
eye by means of writing, hence the necessity arose of
teaching by sizns and symbels, that when these struck the
eye, they should raise corresponding ideas in the mind,
and thus convey moral truths and duties by the sight and
by the operation of tools, and mechanic instruments.
This 1s the fulerum on which rests and turns the first,
and most fascinating part of masonic instruction, which,
from its simplicity, and wmanifest adaptation, delights a
young and uninformed mind, predisposed to wonder.

The pleasing analogy between things material and in-
tellectual, strikes with admiration the imperfectly educat-
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ed mind ; and Moses was permitted, if not enjoined to
use it, in governing the six hundred thousand Jews
whom he led out of Egypt : and modern masons have im-
itated the lighter parts of it. I say the lighter parts of it,
for the Persian, if not the Egyptian mode of teaching the
most weighty aund important truths, was of a higher
standard, and of a more sublime nature. This was the
secret literature of the ancient kings, taught them in
strict confidence by the Magi, or * wise men of the east,”
who were the Granp-mastiers of the symbolical school.
While modern masons make a structure or temple, the
symbol or emblem of society, the Magi made the order,
and government of the material world, a mirror or looking-
glass for the political government of a state. In the
highest grades, they took their emblems from what
they knew of the solar system,—the sun, moon, and
stars—the succession of day and night—the beautiful
variation of the seasons, and their delightful conse-
quences; in which the Sun, the eye and soul of this lower
world, afforded them a glorious, and exhaustless em-
blem! It is worthy of notice that the Peruvians and
Mexicans on this continent, have the same 1deas inter-
woven with their religion.

But all this typical, or mechanical morality was swept
away by Curistianiry, which substituted infellect in its
place. Instead of tangible and visible things, it made the
Christian’s heaven, not a material structure, the work of
a slowly progzressive architect, laying one hewn-stone upon
another, {whu‘:ll the Bible furbtds?") but a “ temple not
made with hands,” and therefore * efernal.”

We neither censure, nor deride those who are enrap-
tared with a system that addresses itself, like the worship
of images, to the eyesight. Yet we may, I hope, be
allowed to express surprise and wonder, and even aston-
ishment, that clergymen—ministers of the Christian prot-
estant rehgmn, should be so attached, as some are, to a
system of ceremonies—forms—types—figures and instru-
ments, and be aiding in getting vp a sudden, theatrical
contrivance, to effect amazement instead of exhibiting
the inward man of the heart!—We lament that any

* Exodus, ch. xx, 25,
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teacher of a spiritual religion should take up with the
husk and shell instead of the meat ; or that he should ever
mix the words of Christian worship with the jargon of
masonry, since it is forbidden in the Bible to mix linen
with woollen, or to plough with an ox and an ass !/ *

But I forbear, lest we should be thought to tread on
forbidden ground, and intermeddle with any one’s religion,
which is, with every individual, a sacred thing, while
that of Freemasonry ig, and ought to be open to the
decent examination of any man, at this time of apprehen-
sion, and well grounded alarm for the safety of the citizen,
and the free and righteous course of justice in judges and
in jurymen.

Your aim, if I rightly comprehend it, is to induce each
member of the mystical society in question, to think, so
as to satisfy himself whether he has built his house on a
sandy foundation, or upon a rock ; and whether, in se-
lecting his mental food, he has been sufficiently careful
to strip off the kusk, retaining only that part which con-
stitutes solid and wholesome nuotriment ; and this sort of
food is to be found in Christianity—a system purely intel-
lectual, that has no need to have recourse to fright or to
shocking oarns, which the New Testament positively
forbids, and strictly enjoins to ** do vielence to no man.”

There are mysteries enough in the creation around us,
without presumptuous, short-sighted men getting together,
in the night, to contrive new ones, the tendency of which
15 to make straight things GIDDkEd instead of making the
crooked path of life straight.

‘The human faculties cannot comprehend many things
in creation. In the vast frame of nature, some of its
parts are placed so high up, that we cannot examine them,
and must remain ignorant this side the eternal world.
But it is not so with the affairs of men. In human socie-
ty nothing ought to be mysterious to a wise man, seeing,
by due care, pains and indusfry, he can understand ever}'
thing. HE[]{:-E every mystery between man and man, 1s
“a mystery of iniquity,” whether it be In gﬁvernment
in the arts and sciences, or in teaching morality, or in
illustrating religion.

T T T e e gy

X Deuter, ch. xxii. 10,
127
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What then are we to think of a very widely spread
association, planted, and watered by ample funds, in eve-
ry village, tawn city, and district of the United States,
marshalled by numerous grades of officers, bearing rujal
military, and hierophantical titles, the very cement and
essence of which is secrecy ?—whose meetings are never
held until the sun has sunk beneath the horizon, and the
curtain of darkness shrouds the earth ; and whose door 1s
guarded by a drawn sword 1—a system whose soul and
substance is close concealments; a scheme, which, at
every ascending round of the Iadder, covers the aspirant
with a thicker and darker veil of ambiguity, surrounding
every thing with a fearful Jhalo of mystery, generating
solemn dnubt or imperfect sausﬂimmn—]ust sufficient to
create a thirst for more light and information ; and yet
the encouragers of these gropers in the dark call this
anxious progression—** going from west to east in search
of light !

I conceive the object of this Convention to be, to dis-
courage the growth and continuance of ALL secret sacie-
ties whatever, without casting harsh reflections on any
man, or hnidmg up individuals to public odium. Your
wrsh I presume, is to entreat the fraternity of masons not
to be led away by dark and delusive tradition ; but to
view the thing as it really is, by the steady light of phi-
losophy and the Christian I‘E“gi.{.lﬂ, and i a E.pirit worthy
the present day, and the country we live in; and not
inistake mystery for wisdom, and solemn professions for
worality, or, in other words, darkness for light.  Our ar-
dent wish is to aid the hasty and unthinking in divesting
their partial system of those enticing ceremonies, those
fascinating figures, and captivating metaphors, “ w.'i.n:."i
give to airy nothing a local habitation and a name.’

To a moral people, situated and circumstanced as we
are in these United States, all partial illuminations are
injurious  The thing to be desired 1s—THE BRIGHT AND
suiNiNg Lignt op T'wurn, which may illominate all
things around it, and put an end to our conflict with
shadows.

Let the lights of masonry continue burning, unmolest-
ed. But Jet the people outside their lodges be so informed
and iustructed, that the boasted lights of the fraternity
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shall appear like candles in the day time. The period in
which we live, the government we enjoy, and the country
we inhabit, demand this homage to the human under-
standing.

One word more, and I am done.—We are all citizens
of free States, in which every man has a right to think
and to act without hindrance ; and we are all disposed to
guaranty to him this privilege, provided he do not stand
an armed man in the avenue to Justice; and provided he
attempt not to shelter himself behind OaTns and strange
obligations, unknown to our laws: and, above all, pro-
vided he do not contaminate the sanctity of a verdict,—
the verum pictum of conscientious men.

ADDRESS OF REV. MOSES THACHER,
Before the Anti-musonic Meeting, in Funeuil Huall, on the evening of Sep-

tember 8, 1829,

Mr. Cunsirman,—It has been stated, that the object of
this meecting is, * To investizate the secret principles of
Freemasonry.” The first question therefore, which de-
mands our attention, appears to be this: Are ThE
SECRET PRINCIPLES OF I"REEMASONRY BEFORE THE PUB-
1ic? If the secret principles of Freemasonry are not
before the public; then the interest, which has been ex-
cited in the public mind, relative to this subject, is without
foundation, the object of our meeting is chimerical, and
we have no subject before us, either worthy, or capable
of investigation.

The issue of the question, which I have stated, must
turn upon these THREE posiTioNs : Flirsi, Can the secret
principles of Freemasonry be communicated 1——Second-
ly, 1s the evidence plenary !—Thirdly, Are the wit-
nesses competent ?

In the first place, then, Can the secrets of Freemasonry
be communicated ? 'That the secrets of Freemasonry can
be communicated, 1s evident from the very fact that fhere
are secrets. A seeret always consists in something, To
say that a secret consists in nothing which can be commic-
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nicafed, is a contradiction in terms. If I impart anything
to another with the imjunction of secrecy, it necessarily
implies, that what I have committed to him as a secret,
can be revealed to a third person. Otherwise, why the
mjunction of secrecy? No man ever commits nothing to
another, with the charge of secrecy. If then we admit, that
there are secret principles belonging to the masonic insti-
tution, we must adinit that those principles can be revealed.
But, that there have been secret principles belonging to
the masonic institution, has always been avowed by ma-
sons themselves; and they have professed to be under
obligation to withhold those principles from all persons
who are not received as members of the masonic society.
This fact is also confirmed by the highest masonic au-
thority. *The Book of Constitutions™ for Massachusetts,
compiled by Rev, Thaddeus Mason Harris, D. D., says,
(p- 37,) “ The virtue indispensably necessary in masons,
i1s Secrecy. This is the ground of their confidence, and
the security of their trust. So great stress is laid upon it,
that it is enforced under the STRONGEST PENALTIES AND
opLiGATIONsS " Now it would be absurd in the extreme, to
communicate anything to another as a secret, * UNDER
THE STRONGEST PENALTIES AND OBLIGATION®,” when, at
the same time, that thing could not be revealed to a third
person. It isindisputable, then, that there are secret prin-
ciples belonging to the masonic institution, and that those
principles can be communicated.

In the second place, 1s the evidence PLENARY, that the
secret principles of Freemasonry are now before the pub-
lic? If the fulness of evidence, is depending upon the
number of witnesses, there can bhe no doubt that the
evidence in their case ispLENARY. What evidence, then,
have we, that the secret principles of the order have been
divulged ?

I. We have Prichard’s *“ Masonry Dissected,” first
published as early as 1730 ; and which professes to be a
full and fair disclosure of the first three degrees, which
were the whole of Freemasonry in existence at that time.

2. We have the disclosures contained in the publica-
tion entitled, * Jachin and Boaz,” which testifies sub-
stantially to the same things, with this difference, that the
institation has become more complicated in its ceremo-
nies, with additional clauses to its several obligations.
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3. “ Illastrations of Masonry,” by William Morgan.
This publication, in diction, differs sufficiently from
“ Jachin and Boaz,” to show that 1t is the genuine work of
its reputed author; and yet confirms the testimony of the
preceding, in such a manner that masons have said, * It
is nothing but the old story ‘ newly vamped.” ”

4. We have the explicit testimony of THIRTY-EIGHT

SECEDING MAsONs, at the first Le Roy Convention, who
have averred, that Morgan’s * Illustrations” are substan-
tially correct, and have also given a revelation of succeed-
ing degrees, if I mistake not, up to fifteen.
5. We have the testimony of ONE HUNDRED AND
TWENTY-NINE, some of whom had received at least twenty
degrees, who signed the Anti-masonic Declaration of In-
dependence, certified to the correctness of Morgan, and
who also confirmed the revelation made by the Le Roy
Convention.

6. We have the evidence of rirTeEN of diflerent de-
grees, in Genesee county, New-York, who have given
their affidavits before the civil magistrate, that the * Illus-
trations of Masonry,” made by William Morgan, are sub-
stantially true.

7. The public have, by estimation, at least F1IvE HUN-
preD seceding masons of different degrees, and in different
parts of our country, who have not only certified the same
thing in respect to Morgan, but have also confirmed the
disclosures made at Le Roy, In addition 10 these, they
have perhaps not less than Two THousaND, who have
virtually testified the same thing, by withdrawing from
the institution.

More than all this, we have THE KIDNAPPING
AND MURDER OF WILLIAM MORGAN!! Iere,
the evidence is written in BLOOD. It is “ marked, cut,
carved, stained and engraven,” by masons themselves, in
crimson lines, too legibly to be obliterated ; and too deeply
impressed upon the mind of every free American citizen,
ever to be forgotten. If Morgan has made no disclosures
in the opinion of masons, detrimental to their institution,
why was the village of Batavia filled with strangers, after-
wards found to be Freemasons, passing and repassing,
from ‘“ high twelve at noon, till low twelve at night,” as-
sembling in conclave, and concerting measures for his
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destruction? Why were six Royal Arch Chapters, and
every lodge in that vicinity, engaged, either directly or
indirectly, in that horrid conspiracy? Why was Miller's
office enveloped in flames, and its unfortunate occupant
tuken, and retaken, and taken azain; before sufficient
strength could be mustered effectually to rescue him from
the hands of this lawless banditti? Why was Morgan
transported from Batavia to Canandaigua, and from Ca-
nandaigua to Niagara, there to be first imprisoned, and
then butchered? These questions, and ten thousand
more of the same nature, are unanswerable, except on the
ground, that, in the opinion of masons, Morgan had
violated his nhhgalluﬂs and made dtsclusures, which they
considered masonically illegal.

Again; The conduct of Freemasons themselves, affords
unequivocal testimony that the secret principles of their
institution are before the public. What is it that has
shaken, to its very centre and foundation, every Lodge,
and every Chapter, and every Encampment, from Maine
to the Mississippi, and from the Lakes to the Atlantic ; if
Morgan and other seceders have not made a full and fair
disclosure of what have been called masonic secrets?
We may indeed, well ask, partly in masonic language,
not, *“ what occasions the alarm » without 7 but ** what
occasions the alarm” within? Why have Freemasons
used every possible exertion fo defame and destroy the re-
putation of seceders ; if the . secret mysteries” of their
institution have not been developed !

But the strongest argument, that has yet been presented
to prove the affirmative of our main question, is, what we
have seen and heard in this Hall, this evening!!* 1
hope it will not be considered that I intend to cast reflec-
tions ; for I am certainly surprised as well as gratified,
that Freemasons themselves, on this occasion, should, so

* The speaker here alludes to the hissing of the fraternity. So
soon as he touched * the Morgan affair,” the Freemasons, thmugh-
out the hall, raised such a clamor and hissing, that his voice was
drowned for some minutes, and he was obliged to stop, uniil the
Chairman, who presided with great decision and dignity, succeeded
in restoring ovder. The hissing, however, instead of disconcerting
the speaker, as was intended, afforded the wnost favorable opportunity
possible to illustrate what he had at first stated.
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unexpectedly, put into my mouth an irresistible argument
in favor of my position. It cannot be denied, then, that
the evidence is plenary that the secret principles of Free-
masonry are before the public. The only remaining
question, 1s,

Are the wilnesses competent 7 That they were Ireema-
sons, there can be no dispute. This, Freemasons them-
selves do not pretend to deny. They must, therefore,
have known whether or not they were telling the truth.
They must have known whether or not they had passed
through these ceremonies, which they describe as the se-
crets of masonry. For, they were men of common sense.
Otherwise it can argue nothing in favor of the institution
to have received them as members.

Many of these witnesses are known to the public, as
men of sterling talents, and strict integrity. They were
certainly acknowledged as such, by Freemasons them-
selves, until the moment they left the institution. If
then these witnesses were ever worthy to be believed,
they were worthy of credence when they dissolved their
connexion with the masonic institution. A man's char-
acter does not change in a minute. It always takes time
for any person to become ‘‘a drunken, worthless, miser-
able vagabond ;"' as masons have represented some, if not
the most of their seceding brethren, who were in acknow-
ledged good fellowship with them, until the moment of
their secession.

Nor do these witnesses come forward under the crime
of acknowledged perjury, and then, as has been alleged
by masons, ask you to place confidence in their integrity.
How have they perjured themselves? Not, certainly,
against the laws of our country. No person will presume to
say, that there is any thing in any of our civil nstitutions
to sanction masonic oaths ; bat, on the contrary, many of
these oaths, as they have been divulged, are in direct op-
position to our civil rights. It is equally evident that
they have not perjured themselves against the law of God.
That perfect rule of moral conduct, which allows no man
to forswear himself, and which is recognised and sanc-
tioned by Him, who said, “ Swear not at all,” must
certainly condemn such oaths, as masons are said to take
vpon themselves. There is nothing in the whole Word
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of God, which warrants the administration and observance
of such oaths, any more than that of Herod, to kill John,
or than the curse that the Jews imprecated upon them-
selves, ** that they would neither eat nor drink until they
had killed Paul.”” On this subject, I fear not to appeal
to the common sense of any enlightened, intelligent and
impartial citizen. Indeeil, there has been but one opinion,
with juarists, divines and laymen, who have attended to
the subject, and who are not biassed in favor of Freema-
sonry, that what seceders have alleged to be masonic
oaths, are neither morally nor legally binding. DBat, if
seceders have perjured themselves against the masonic
institution, and not against the laws of God and our coun-
try ; why, then, the masonic institution is in opposition to
the laws of God and of cur country,

You, fellow citizen, are a Freemason, and you say,
These individuals are perjured, and, therefure, not to be
believed. Why! Because they have violated their ma-
sonic obligations, and have divulged something that 1s
unlawful. 'This wou admit; and, in admitting this, you
virtually say, that the sccrets of masonry are before the
public, and hence, you are perjured, ipso facto, as much
as they, and that on your own cunfrsswu

The secrets of Freemasoury, then, are before the pub-
lic. Freemasons knvw that they are before the public;
and every intelligent citizen, who has attended to facts,
has just as good evidence, that he is in possession of what
were the secrets of masonry, as that there is such a place
as London, or that there was such a man as Alexander
the Great. It is, Mr. Chairman, an insult to your under-
standing, for Freemasons to assert, that yon know nothing
about their secret mysteries. It is a species of falsehood
for any one to attempt to evade the subject, and the gross-
est imposition upon the public, for any Freemason to say,
that the witnesses who have testified, are either incompe-
tent, or that they have not told the truth.

Now, if the secret principles of Freemasonry are before
the public ; then the public have a right to examine them.
The free citizens of this country have the same right to
examine t/kis subject, that they have to examine any other,
which affects our religious and political interests. The
clamor, raised by Freemasons, in order to suppress free
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inquiry, or to check the freedom of the press, or to silence
the warning voice, is altogether unreasonable, and an
infringement of the rights of every free citizen.

We may as well submit reason and conscience to the
decisions of an ecclesiastical hierarchy, cr be under the
domination of Ciwmesar, as be denied the »ight and the
privilege of investigating any subject which affects the
public mind. This is a right, indeed, which freemen
cannot relinquish. The moment they relinquish this
right, they are no longer freemen, but slaves. Masons
might first bind, and then gag, William Morgan; but
they must first gag, before they can bind a free people.—
They may continue to raise the cry, and to sing the song,
“ Political Anti-masonry,—Anti-masonry and Orthodoxy,
—Anti-masonry and Unitarianism,—Anti-masonry and
Priesteraft,—Anti-masonry and Federalism,~—-Anti-ma-
sonry and Democracy ;" but they need not think to close
the eyes, nor the ears, nor the mouths of an intelligent
community, any more than the lullaby of the nurse can
sooth to rest the motion of the elements. Those who
watch over the religious and political interests of our
country, and with untiring zeal and vigilance seek the
general good of the great whole, cannot be satisfied with
the mere outery of Demetrius and his * fellow craftsman,”
— Gireat is Diana of the Ephesians.” They must have
slrong reasons and conclasive arguments, that their ““ image
which fell down from Jupiter” is of real, intrinsic value ;
or they will never consent to let it remain in the temple
of their liberty.

The citizens of this community not only have the right
to examine the principles of the masonic nstitution ; but
they are under obligation to examine those principles.
Who, in this country, can secure the rights of the people,
but the people themselves? Every free citizen ought to
feel himself highly responsible for the public welfare. It
18 the duty of every free citizen, therefore, to examine
every subject which affects the public weal. But who
can suppose that the masonic institution has no bearing
of any importance upon the general interests of our coun-
try! Who can suppose that a society of three hundred
thousand members, in the very heart of our country, with

13
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a fund, unlimited and unrestricted, at their control, can be
napahlﬂ of doing neither good nor hurt.

{f the secret principles of the masonic institution are
before the public ; then the public can judge of their na-
ture and tendency. The time was, perhaps, Mr. Chair-
man, when you might be disposed to inquire of masons,
respecting the pﬂiltmal and moral tendency of their insti-
tution. But this inquiry of them, is now no longer neces-
sary. Every intelligent citizen can examine for himself,
and form an opinion for himself. An enlightened com-
munity will not new be satishied with the bﬂl‘F assertion of
Freemasons, that theirs * is a noble, scientific, moral and
charitable institution ;" because every citizen must feel
competent 1o examine and determine for himself.

he public can judge of the morality of the masonic
institution. They can judge, for example, whether the
following clause in the Master Mason's oath, is founded
upon the broad basis of Christian purity, or, is the legiti-
mate offspring of licentiousness, checked only by self-
interest. ‘‘ Furthermore do I promise and swear, that I
will not violate the chastity of a master mason’s wife,
mother, sister, or daughter, | knowing them to be such,
nor suffer it to be done by others, if in my power to pre-
vent it.”—Now, if a Congregationalist should enter into
such a covenant respecting the wives, mothers, sisters and
daughters, of his own particular communion, would not
the Episcopalian, and the Catholic, and the Baptist, and
the Methodist, and the Friends, have just reason to be
jealous? Would they not draw the natural inference,
that the Congregationalist intended to restrain his pas-
sions only so far as his own denomination was concerned,
and to make common game of the wives, daughters,
mothers and sisters, of all others? Would it not be an
insult to common sense to say, that such a covenant as
this maintained the principles of sound morality ? 1t is,
also, easy to determine whether an institution, in which
the sacred names, titles and attributes of Jehovah, are
used as pass-words, and mock miracles are wrought as
signs ; and in which the Word of God is used with the
most shocking familiarity, does tend to cherish that vene-
ration for the Supreme Being, which becomes rational,
moral, and accountable creatures.
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Having the principles of the masonic institution before
them, the people can determine whether those principles
are dangerous or salulary to a republican government.
They can also judge, whether or not extra-judical oaths
have a tendency to bind mankind to regard the oath of
God, which is necessarily imposed by civil authority.

It must be acknowledged, that these are subjects of
vital importance to this community; and it cannot be,
that the people of these United States will pass them
over, without a critical, thorough, and impartial examina-
tion. It cannot be, that the citizens of Boston, whose
fathers were among the first to throw the gauntlet, and to
“bid defiance to the gigantic greatuess of the British
power,” can be indifferent to the welfare of our country.
[t cannot be, that the citizens of Boston, who have been
nursed in the lap, and rocked in the “ Crapre,” of the
American revolution, will refuse to investigate first prin-
ciples, the suppression or prevalence of which may prove
the salvation or destruction of our civil and religious lib-
erties.

REASONS WHY THE CHURCH OF CHRIST SHOULD
DISFELLOWSHIP FREEMASONRY.

Extract of a Sermon by Rev. Henry Jones, of Cobot, Vermont,

“ Anp I heard another voice from heaven, saying, come
out of her my people, that ye be not partakers of her
sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.”

It will not be expedient for me to say, that this voice
from heaven must be considered, as uttered with special
reference to the connexion of the church with the ma-
sonic institution as it mow exists in this country, but
rather it becomes me to fall in with the prevailing opin-
ion of our commentators, that it was in view of another
abomination, which has long had its principal seat in
Italy, rather than in this part of the Zion of God. Still
it is not the manner of the Divine Spirit, in his warnings
to the people of God, to have exclusive reference to one
evil, when there are others of a similar nature which
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might be included in one, as well as to have separate
warnings given against cach of them. Therefore if the
masonic msntutmn in its obligations and principles, be
of that wicked and anti-christian character, which has
now, for some time, heen considered in fact the case, by
many who have given the subject the most impartial in-
vestigation, the correciness of whose decision we are
not prepared to disprove ; most certainly, that Being who
spake from heaven, saying, “ Come out of her my people,”
having the same view of this institution from eternity,
which he has at present, must have had allusion to this,
as well as other evils and abominations, in which his
people are ever cntangled. On the present occasion,
then, we may feel authorized to lay aside every other
interpretation of this command, and treat upon it, as
thongh it were spoken with exclusive reference to the
present connexion of the church with the institution of
Freemasonry. Taking this view of the subject, which I
must feel authorized to do, the people of God, or church
of Christ, as a body are called upon, as by a voice from
heaven, to come out of this institution, in order to escape
ber sins and her plagues.

To illustrate this command I propose to show that the
Chluarch is at present so entangled, or in fellowship with
this institution, as to render the command in the text to
come out of it, suitable,

On this point, but little need be said; and it will not
be necessary to show, that there has ever been any such
thing as a formal act of the Church or any branch of it,
acknowledging a communion or fellowship with Freema-
gonry. 'The connexion which exists at present, between
the two institutions, has been accomplished by slow and
imperceptible degrees, by the uniting of the members,
each with the other, while the Church has continued till
of late, to tolerate these connexions, with scarcely the
least suspicion of treachery on the part of her pretended
and accomplished friend, Freemasonry.

Although T have po knowledge but that ever since
masonry has existed, it has been common for those con-
nexions, more or less, to take place, I believe it to be
quite a late thing, aceording to the recollection of the
most aged, for any very large number of church members
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to be connected with that institution, and more especially
are we to consider it a late thing for any considerable
number of the clergy to be connected with it. But dur-
ing a few years past, in the growth of our Churches and
increase of ministers, it seems that a large proportion,
particularly of the clergy, by the remittance of the initia-
tion fees generally, have been induced to join, so that, in
New-England, I should not think it strange if among the
various denominations, one fourth, or one third of their
number have been drawn into the institution, while it is
presumed, there is scarcely a Church to be found, if we
except those of a very few denominations more careful
than others in this thing, which has not in its connexion
more or less of that fraternity, and perhaps, scarcely a
lodge to be found without more or less of the members of
the Church in its connexion. Whether the godly are
willing or not, to acknowledge this relation, or fellowship
for the masonic institution, there is certainly no way, at
present, to evade the fact. Masonry has frequently dis-
played her banners, her splendid array, and glittering or-
naments in the house of God, and many times she has
claimed the holy Sabbath for this purpose on funeral oc-
casions, while the Church has not only yielded up her
rights to her demands, but has seemed to manifest un-
qualified approbation and complacency; in addition to
which, many of the Church have put on the masonic badge
and walked in the procession. More than this, many of
our clergy have officiated and taken the lead in these
masonic exhibitions, as it were, and in eulogizing the in-
stitution, thus manifesting, in the strongest and most
public manner, their fellowship for its laws and princi-
ples. Then while so large a portion of Christian minis-
ters and members of Churches, are thus fellowshipping
that institution, and the Church knowingly fellowships
them in doing it, 1s it not, on the part of the Church,
a practical acknowledgment that the two institutions can
walk in harmony and fellowship with each other? And
how can this practical fellowship for the institution be
separated from its corruptions and wickedness, which are
now known to be attached to its character? Then is
not the Church in a dreadful bondage and entanglement,
so connected with that institution, while her blessed laws

13*
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of discipline must be trodden under foot, to make way
for the execution of masonic laws?

Many of the members of our Churches, who have
recently become acquainted with these facts, are looking
on, with the most bitter grief, because their brethren
generally seem so backward to suspect any mischicf from
this source, that they cannot be persnaded to behold and
turn away from such a deadly evil, justly feeling that, so
long as the Church continue to fellowship Freemasonry,
they must themselves be implicated in the anti-christian
character of that istitution. Can any one show, how
this melancholy inference can justly be avoided ? while
now there is quite a threatening aspect upon the face of
this mstitution, speaking a language not difficult to be
understood, that 1t the Church will not peaceably retain
her in fellowship, she will array all her forces against the
Church for its overthrow. This threatening aspect of
the institution, from which I would exonerate the char-
acter of our masoni¢ Christian brethren, seems to be,
perhaps, the most important reason, why there is such an
apparent trembling and reluctance to come forward, with
many of our brethren in important stations, who appear
to see the danger of the Church, and yet stand looking
on, as though they were disinterested spectators; or wait-
ing for a general alarm to be given, that all may act
in concert, and with the greater safety. This being the
situation of the Church, in regard 1o the masonic institu-
tion, how reasonable the command from heaven, ** Come
out of Lier my people.”—1 pass now to urge some reasons
for a compliance, on the part of the Church, with this 1m-
portant command of heaven.

The first reason which [ shall notice, for the separa-
tion of the Church from the masonic institetion, in addi-
tion to what may be considered as implied under my for-
mer proposition, is that which is first mentioned in the
text, “ That ye partake not of her sins,” that is, that the
Lhuruh and its members may not be looked upon, and
dealt with from heaven, as participating in the presﬂnt
manifested guilt of Free: masonry. We have already ta
ken something of a view of the evil deeds of this institu-
tion as they have, of late, been exhibited, since its veil of
darkness and secrecy have been so Entirely removed.
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Although there have been no small number of men, of
moral and religious principles, who have been deceived
by the alluring pretensions of that institution to become
its members, who, by their goodly lives, have seemed to
enstamp upon it outwardly, the appearance of a humane,
moral, and almost a religious institution, yet, from its
true character as it has exhibited itself of late, separate
from what it has borrowed from the Church, and the
character of good men who have been drawn _ into it, I
should think we are safe in considering some of its le-
gitimate fruits to be, falsehood, deception, pride, office,
power, profanity, perjur}r, deism, defamation, murder and
treason. QCan the Church, living in fellowship with this
institution, while such of its characteristics are exhibited
to public view, prosper any better than Israel could, when
defeated and slain before the inhabitants of Ai, merely
because one of their number, Achan, had pilfered a wedge
of gold and hid it, while this, no doubt, was a secret to
Israel generally? Alihough it is ofien said, that the
Church has never flourished more than within thirty
years past, which is during the very period of the princi-
pal growth of Freemasonry in this couutry, as an argu-
ment to convince us, that they ought not now to be sepa-
rated ; the argument appears to me unsound, though it is,
perhaps, as good as any other which could be produced
for the same purpose.—~-The argument is evidently un-
sound, because, until a very short time past, the evil or
anti-christian character of I'reemasonry has been con-
cealed, like a serpent in the grass, so that the Church
has not had occasion to suspect but that its professions of
humanitv and benevolence, were hearty and sincere.
Thus it appears, that *“ God winked at” her “ignorance,”’
in her continuing so long to walk hand in hand with that
institution, but now, since her true character is exposed,
should the Church continue this fellowship, she must in-
evitably be a voluntary partaker in all the guilt which is
proved against that institution.

A second reason which I would now urge for a com-
pliance on the part of the Church, with the commaud to
come out of the masonic imstitution, is that which is also
contained in the text, ** That ye receive not of her plagues.”
Nothing, perhaps, is more sure, than that plagues sent
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from God, are the just and natural consequences of un-
repented iniquity. Such plagues have sometimes been
experienced in this world, rather as a premonition of that
“ fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation
which shall devour the adversaries” ‘Though we are not
to suppose, that God will so abandon his real children,
even in their wanderings from him, as finally to give them
over to the kingdom u% Satan, they may be called to ex-
perience very severe sufferings in consequence of their
wicked conduct, and feel as though they were actually
forsaken of God forever ;—and by their examples of wick-
edness, may be the means of bringing plagues upon their
companions and posterity, which shall include the dread-
ful judgments of the eternal world.

Were I to speak of the temporal plagues of the ma-
sonic institution as being alluded to, in the text, | should
say, from present appearances, that in connexion with its
sins, some of which have been mentioned, as having ap-
peared to public view, they appear to be, alienation, con-
tention, division among the members, or a house most stri-
kingly divided against itself, and an inevitable falling.
It is devoutly to be hoped, that the Church may not be
called to experience things like these, but I confess, that
however some may differ from me in judgment, who are
much wiser than myself, I am unable to see, from a long
and close examination of the subject, any way by which,
these very plagues can be averted from the Church only
by her unreserved coming out from that institution ac-
cording to a command from heaven. I know that this
represents the Church and its members as being in a pe-
culiar and trying situation; but certainly, not so appa-
rently beyond remedy, and dangerous to individuals, as in
the reformation, when it became necessary for it, to es-
cape the plagues of heaven, to come out from the Romish
Church.

In further urging reasons for a compliance with this
command, on the part of the Charch, I will here notice
one fact, which must appear obvious to all who have ex-
amined this subject and its bearing upon the Church,
and that is, such a general cessation of revivals of reli-
gion in our land, since the disclosures of the secrets and
character of masonry. Though there may be a few ex-
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ceptions, I think it will be admitted generally, by those
who are familiar with these things, that in all our Church-
es where Freemasonry exists, and her character is exam-
med by the brethren, they have seemed at once disquali-
fied for any further special manifestation of the Divine
Spirit, in the awakening and conversion of the impeni-
tent among them. And is it not apparent, that the
Church must sink, and continue to sink, until there shall
be a deliverance eflected from this melancholy evil? 1
am well aware of the responses of thousands of voices,
where such a question as this may be asked, from those
who yet think favorably of Freemasonry; and I shall not
question but that multitudes of well meaning persons,
who acknowledge and deplore the evil now before us, as
much as ourselves, do honestly believe at the same time,
that it is net masonry, but anti-masenry, which is the
guilty cause. DBut certainly, if this must be taken for
good logic, though revivals in many cases have been ob-
served to be checked, so soon as the masonic question
began to be examined, or anti-masonry appeared there, so
to speak ; then surely it must be equally good reasoning,
if there should be some of the most scandalous wicked-
ness, secretly introduced into a Church, perhaps, igno-
rantly at first, by some of its well meaning members, and
should for some time lie concealed, from the Church and
the world, while the place might be experiencing a re-
freshing from the presence of the Lord, to say as before,
after this wickedness and scandal shall be uncovered to
all the people, if any of the Church shall protest against
it, and refuse any fellowship for it, then these are the
guilty individuals who have put a stop to the revival, il it
shall cease, rather than others who might have introduced
the scandal at first, and still persist in retaining and jus-
tifying it in the Church.

Must it not be agreed by all, that the Churches of our
land, which have began to experience trouble from the
subject of Freemasonry, cannot expect to enjoy the smiles
of heaven again, until it can somehow be disposed of
among them? Then how shall it be disposed of, but by
a general withdrawing from the fellowship of the institu-
tion? Sure, it can no more be hushed up and forgotten,
where it is, and the Churches thus be restored to peace,
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than the earth can be stopped in her revolutions and the
sun prohibited his shining. But a separation from the
masonic institution, is practicable, and expedient, and
in my opinion the only way which can be devised,
whereby the church can here rest and be built up.

Again, shall not the express commands of heaven be
regarded? * What concord hath Christ with Belial? or
what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? and what
agreement hath the temple of God with idols ! Wherefore
come out from among them, and be ye separate saith the
Lord” So 1n our text, *““ And I heard another voice
Jrom heaven, saying, come out of her, my people.”

ADDRESS OF THE WATERBURY ANTI-MASONIC
MEETING.

A Moy, Rl atthe Hctng Aot . Wy, Wechisgion county,
Vi, om the 27th of October, 1824, the Hon, Ezra ButLer, Ex-Governor
:éf Vermont, was Ehumt Prfﬁdﬂm,uudﬂyauLzs CaLKins umirr ErLymus

. NEwcoms, Secretaries. The following Address was submilled to the

meeting, and adopted,

Fervow Crimizens,—In addressing you, we would
freely and fearlessly express our ‘views concerning Free-
masonry—not for the purpose of creating prejudices in
your minds against Freemasons, but to show you the na-
ture and tendency of their institution. Our objections to
Freemasonry are founded principally on the masonic
oaths, such as have been revealed, and are not now denied
by masons who adhere to the institution. On a fair
construction of these oaths, the following conclusions are
deducible :—

“ It exercises jurisdiction over the persons and lives of
its members.

‘ It arrogates to itself the right of punishing its members
for offences unknown to the laws of this or any other
nation.

““ It requires the concealment of crime, and protects
the guilty from punishment.
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‘“ It encourages the commission of crime, by affording
the guilty facilities of escape.

““ It aflfords opportunities for the corrupt and designing
to form plans against the government, and the lives and
characters of individuals.

“ It destroys all principles of equity by bestowing its
favors on its own members, to the exclusion of all others
equally meritorious and deserving.

“ It creates odious aristocracies, by its obligations to
support the interests of its members, in preference to others
of equal qualifications.”

It requires a spirit of malevolence in its members, con-
trary to the precepts of the gospel.

An institution fraught with such principles as we find
in Freemasonry, we cannot view with complacency.—
When all its doings are secret, it must excite the jealousy
of a free people. Its members may resolve no evil, or it
may resolve the overthrow of our liberties. Abroad, rev-
olutions have been effected by Freemasonry, and they may
be effected by it here as well as there ; for it is admitted
that the principles of Freemasonry are the same the
world over. 'Then ought we not to be jealous of this in-
stitution, and more especially now, than formerly, as its
shocking principles are fully revealed ? It is a knowledge
of these principles that is calling forth the energies of the
people in opposition to Freemasonry. In these princi-
ples the people can see nothing to approve, but much to
censure. It is these principles which give an odious
character to the institution.

Because Washington, Franklin, and other worthies
have been members of it, it by no means follows that the
institation is not corrupt : bad men have been members of
a good institution—and good men have been drawn in to
become members of a bad institution. While we venerate
good men who have been, or are, nominally, Freemasons,
we would fearlessly oppose the institution, and the doings
of those men who are governed by its pernicious princi-
ples. Not that we expect by our exertions, suddenly to
overthrow Freemasonry, which is so deeply rooted in our
soil ; but we hope to check its growth by exposing its
deformities.

Very lately our attention has been called to an AppeaL
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to the people, issued from the Grand Lodge of Vermont,
and signed by 168 masons. In this appeal they say—
“ Were we to remain silent, we should be guilty of in-
flicting no less an injury upon you than upon ourselves;
for were we quietly to submit to the dispensation and dis-
semination of error, and sufier a political party to be built
ap on it, destructive of the liberties of the people, when
we possess the power to expose the falsity of the represen-
tations, we should, to say the least, display an unwarrant-
able and reprehensible disregard for the safety of the {ree
institutions under which we live.”

Here the appellants declare, that they have not only
the power, but the disposition, to disclose the error, upon
which anti-masons would build up a political party, Now
what have they disclosed? They have told the people
that they *“ are guiltless in any manner of shedding hu-
man blood—guiltless in any manner of conspiring aguainst
the liberties or privileges of the people, or endeavoring to
monopolize an unequal portion of these privileges to our-
selves, or to abridge the rights of others—guiltless in any
manner of impeding, retarding, or diverting the course of
justice-—gwiltless in any manner of an intrusion into the
three great departments of our government—guiltless in
any manner of attempting to identify the subject with
politics, or making the latter a subject of discussion or
remark—guiltless in any manner of performing any act,
immoral or irreligions—and guiltless in any manner of
entertaining the remotest suspicion, that the life of a fel-
low beiny was subject to our control.” This appeal is
signed by some of our most worthy citizens, and we never
entertained the least suspicion, that they had been per-
sonally guilty of what they say they are guiltless. They
are honorable men, and their word is to be taken, where
there is no proof to the contrary. If they have been per-
sonally charged with committing the aforesaid crimes, we
can view it in no other light than gross slander. We
know that they have been charged with taking the masonic
ouths, such as have been revealed to the puhlic. To this
charge they have not plead guiltless. From their silence
on this subject, we have a right to infer, and do infer, that
every mason has taken one or more of these oaths, accord-
ing to the number of degrees to which he has advanced.
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If the appellants could truly make the declaration, and
would make it, that they are guiltless of having taken
these oaths, it would go far to show a fundamental érror
in the reasoning of anti-masons. It would be a denial of
the premises from which they draw their conclusions.
But so long as their premises are not denied, their reason-
ing must have weight with the people.

If the appellants have not done these things which the
principles of masonry would warrant, it does not prove
that masonry is any better than 1t is represented by anti-
masons. It does not prove that among 150,000 masons
in the United States, there are not 100,000 who are po-
litical, and would vote for a brother mason before another
person of equal qualifications ; and it does not prove that
there are not 50,000 masons, who would take the life of a
brother for disclosing the fundamental secrets of the
order,

What else, but the fear of death, prevented the disclo-
gures of these secrets from a thousand tongues, before
Morgan disclosed them? And wha. has been the fate of
Morgan for making the disclosures? We attribute his
abduction and death to masonry. But no mason, who
participated in the abduction, has been expelled the
lodge. Many masons have, by the laws of the land, been
convicted and imprisoned for the crime ; but the laws of
masonry have not been violated, and the convicts remain
worthy members of the lodges! We say these things to
show the principles of masonry, and not to accuse the

pellants of shedding human blood.

Fellow Citizens :—Political masonry should cease from
among us, or political anti-masonry should be tolerated.
We hear masons declare that there is no such thing as
political masonry. Let us see what facts prove. One
masonic obligation requires, that a mason shall vote for a
brother in preference to any other person of equal qualifi-
cations. s not this political masonry? The masons in
Vermont are about one twentieth part of the freemen, and
they hold about three-fourths of all the important offices
in the State. Is this owing to their superior fitness, or to
political masonry ?

This state of things is produced by political masonry.
There are no masons in the State so well qualified for any

14
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office, but that there are other freemen to be found, who
are not masous, as well qualified for the same office; vet
the mason must always obtain the ofiice. We weuld not
recommend the adoption of any rule to prevent masons
obtaining office, but the frecman’s oath. We will, how-
cver, act acm:-rdmfr to this oath, In resisting their shame-
ful mr:.-rmpniy of ﬂﬂiws whenever and wherever called to
aive our sulfrages,

In the fifth Lﬂngresmmal distriet, in this State, political
masonty, for twelve months past, has effected wonders :
masons have combined, in so many different shapes, to
secure the election of a mason, to represent us in Con-
gress, that their zeal and shame are now without a cover.
They have presented to us four masons in succession for
the office, and spared no pains to slander the patriot and
statesmman, WILLIAM CAIIOON; but the freemen
have done nobly ; they have, thus far, susiained him for
their Representative through seven successive trials.

And do we not see political masonry in the appeals to
the people, one afier another, 1ssued from the lodge-room
in Montpelier?  Were not tiiese appeals designed to have
a political effecet! If masons in their lodge, can unite to
make an appeal to put down anti-masonry, we see no rea-
son why they might not unite on some other political sub-
ject as well ; for instance, to stand by, and assist each
other Lo office.

'T'here 1s nothing in their obligations that restrains ma-
sons from acting on pelitical subjects.  In their lodges
they have matured political plans which have made kings
tremble on their throues. Tht-r} always have been, und
always will be political, when circumstances require it,
for their own security or aggrandizement. Not that we
believe that masons would introduce party polities into a
lodge ; for this might occasion contention in the body.
A union m thought, and In action, 1s a principle of
pulitical masonry ; therefore, party politics are excluded.

Political masonry, in and out of the lodge, crics aloud
that anti-masoury is political, because she peaceably, and
without previous concert, goes to the polls, and has the
audacity to vote down politieal masonry. It is submitted
to the people to say, whether this be a crime.

Political masonry says, anti-masons proscribe masons.
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It is true, anti-masons resist masons, when they attempt
to monopolize offices,  And s this a fault? Aunti-masons
have, and will oppuse ArisTocracy, in whatever form or
shape it presents itself. ‘Uhey call no man 1n these
United States, King, Lord, or Most Worshipful —they dis-
claim all titles of :mhlhtv They are free citizens, and
claim equal rights and privileges.

Fellow Citizens :—=We look with astonishment, when we
behold the rule in reemasonry that requires its members
to pomt a masonic brother out to the world as an unwor-
thy and vicious vagabond; to oppose his 1ut rest, to de-
range his business, to transfer his character afier him
wherever he may gn, to expose him to contempt during
his whole natural life. This rule is wholly opposed to the
gospel, which teaclies us not to render evil for evil, bat
good for evil ; to love our enemies, an:d do good to thase
who injure us. But why does the masonic rule require
these things? Because the brother has offended. Ie
has offended, perhaps, by withdrawing from I'reemmasonry.
We fear that the principles of this rule are applied by
gsome professing Christians, who are masons, to pious
clergymen, who have honestly seceded from the lodge.
And other clergymen, who have had the holdness to raise
their voices against Freemasonry, we believe, have been
dismissed, or threatened with a dismission, or to have
their living taken from them on that account. The
preachers of the gospel are to be awed into silence, and
the truth is not to be told about the anti-chiristian princi-
ples of PFreemasonry, although these principles, at this
day, are as well understood by others, as by masous them-
selves. Is iniquity to be covered over? Does mot the
prosperity of the churches requaire plain preaching on this
subject ? We would give thanks to the Lord that so many
pious persons have shaken off the shackles of Freema-
sonry, and it s our heart's desire, that a great multitude
may ‘soon follow their examples. We are religiously op-
posed to many things in Freemasonry; and wholly
condemn the application of the principles of the above
masonic rule to any offending brother, by an offended
brother in the church. We consider the gospel rule in
Matthew altogether preferable. Is it not decreed in high
heaven, that Freemasonry shall soon cease to be revered
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by all the saints on earth? She has already fallen, with her
robes stained in human blood. Many of her sons are
astonished, and are exclaiming, “ Itis not I; itis not I,
who have done this wicked deed.” If you are guiltless
in this matter ; if you have not done any thing * immoral
or irreligious,” then no longer advocate Freemasonry,
but be ye separate from her.

EZRA BUTLER, President.
C. CaLmns, } Secretaries.

E. S. Newcoms,

REPORT

Respecting the Authenticity of the Masonic Disclosures.—Made to the New
York State Convention, Feb. 21, 1829.

The committee appointed to inquire whether the cere-
monials, obligations and secrets of the masonic order, as
disclosed by the late William Morgan, before his abdue-
tion and murder, and the convention of seceding masons
at Le Roy, on the 4th and 5th July last, are substantially
correct and true, &c. respectlully Report :

‘That the subject ol inquiry allotted to your committee,
has received that mature deliberation, which its 1mpor-
tance seemed to demand. Your committee are of opinion,
that in the exercise of their legitimate powers, it does
not appear proper to introduce in their report animadver-
sions upon masonry, and they therefore confine the re-
port strictly to the evidences, in relation to the disclosures,
reference to which has been had.

In regard to the correctness and truth of the three first
degrees as disclosed by the late William Morgan before
his abduction and murder, your committee deem it un-
necessary to multiply proofs—no further evidence would
seemingly be necessary on that point, than what has
been heretofore laid before the public. The murder of
the author has effectually and conclusively impressed the
seal of authenticity upon his revelations. Bat, if further
proof be required by any, it may be found in the clearly
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expressed concurring testimony borne by some hundreds
of seceding masons—and also, by the ready admission of
many of the order, who still adhere to the precepts and
principles of masonry, and who not only admit the truth
of the degrees published, but likewise the murder of the
author for a violation of his oblizations in writing those
degrees.

In relation to the truth of the disclosures made at Le
Roy, at the period stated in the resolution, your commit-
tee have been enabled to receive {rom the lips of three
persons of high reputation, who have taken all the de-
grees, such a statement of attendant facts and ecir-
cumstances, as that none can doubt the general correct-
ness and truth of the disclosures. Ycur committee, in
preparing their report, have studied to make it as brief
as the nature of the subject, and the mass of nformation
obtained would admit. They respectfully sabmit the
following as a statement of facts authenticated to the en-
tire satisfaction of your committec. The Royal Arch
Degree as published, was obtained through an aunthentic
source, directly from Jeremy L. Cross, Grand Lecturer
of the United States. That differences in the manner of
work, and in the lectures had sprung up among the lodges
and chapters, to check which, and produce uniformity,
this Mr. Cross was appointed to the office lie now holds—
that in administering the obligation of the Royal Arch
Degree, as he instructs, the words * murder and treason
not excepted,” are expressly used, while some chapters
before had only required a companion’s secret to be kept
“in all cases without exception”—that instances have
often occurred where the recipients of the Royal Arch
obligation have refused to attest to certain parts of it, and
that such parts, after froitless and artful attempts to ex-
plain them to the satistaction of the candidate, have been
omitted. That on the trial of 8. D. Green, of Batavia,
before an ecclesiastical tribunal, three witnesses on oath,
stated that the degrees.as disclosed by the Le Roy Con-
vention of the 4th and 5th July last, were substantially
true—that affidavits of some ten or twelve persons to the
same effect, were made and attested to, for the purpose
of being used at a meeting of the Presbyterian order held
in Bergen, Genesee county, in December last—five of

14*
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which deponents had received all the degrees—that
on numerous occasions during the pendency of trials in
courts of justice, some of the seceding Masons at Le
Roy were subpenaed to attend such trials as witnesses,
to sustain objections agaiust masonic jurors, when called
In a cause where a brother or companion was a party—
that they did attend, that objections were interposed on
the grnund of the exlstmg obligation between the juror
and the party, and that the objected jurors have uniformly
been dispensed with, rather than submit to a trial of the
objection.

With respect to the correctness and truth of the de-
grees of Knights of the Red Cross—Knights Templars,
and Knights of Malta—Knights of the Christian Mark—
and Knights of the Holy Sepulchre, the evidence is writ-
ten, and a reasonable doubt cannot be entertained—a
ritual of the degrees in manuscript was left with those
who made the disclosure by a high masonic officer, known
to have been authorised to confer those degrees.

This ritual formed the basis on which the publication
was made, and still remains in their possession. There has
also been a ritual in manuscript, left by a high and author-
ised mason, who came among them to establish a council,
called *“ The Holy and Thrice Illustrious Order of the
Cross,” and grant diplomas, headed * The Ancient Coun-
cil of the Trinity, by their successors in the United States
of America”—from the ritnals, were the degrees of
Knighthood taken and published. Your committee there-
fore are of opinion, that the evidence in relation to these
latter degrees is conclusive.

The progress in masonry, of one of the informants,
was thus given masonically.

~ Regularly initiated into the degree of entered appren-
tice mason.

Passed to the degree of fellow Craft,

Raised to the sublime degree of Master.

Advanced to the honorary degree of Mark Master.

Presided in the chair,

Acknowledged and received as Most Excellent Master,
and exalted to the sublime degree of Royal Arch.

Degrees in the Encampment.

Kuight of the Red Cross.
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Knight Templar, and Knight of Malta.

Knight of the Christian Mark, and

Knight of the Holy Sepulchre.

In the Council he received the degree of Illustrious,
Most Illustrious, and Thrice lllustrious Order of the
Cross.

The offices he held were, Worshipful Master.

Secretary of the Chapter, and Generalissimo of the
Genesee Encampment.

That in addition to the three degrees of masonry re-
vealed by William Morgan, and the twelve degrees dis-
closed by the convention of seceding masons at Le Roy,
on the 4th and 5th of July last, your committee would
beg leave to state that ELper Davip Bernarp, late In-
timate Secretary of the Lodge of Perfection, and one of
the seceding masons at Le Roy, is about to pubhish the
¢ Eleven Ineffuble Degrees” conferred in the Lodge of
Perfection, and also, Seven I'rench Degrees of a still
higher order of masonry; the authenticity of which your
commiitee think cannot reasonably be doubled; that i
one of these degrees now revealed, namely, the *“ Knights
Adepts of the Eagle, or Sun!” DEISM is plainly avow-
ed, and a dagger aimed at the Christian Religion.

BATES COOKE, Chairman.

‘Resolved, That in the opinion of this convention, the
authenticity of the thirty-three degrees of masonry re-
vealed, is satisfactorily established.

REFORT

Of the General Central Anti-Masonic Committee upon the progress and con-
dilion of the Anti- Masonic cause—Made to the New York State Conven-
tion, holden at Albany.

In rendering our grateful acknowledgements to the
Dispenser of all good, and congratulating our fellow citi-
zens upon ““the signs of the times” which indicate a
great moral and political revolution in the coming over-
throw of Freemasonry, it may not be unprofitable to
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glance backwards over the relationship which that insti-
tution bore to the people and the country, at the period
when the overt acts were committed, which are leading
the American Republic to re-assert and confirm its Inde-
pendence.

The masonic society by its arrogation of all the sci-
ence, wisdom, patriotism, and virtues, which illumine the
age, endow and sustain the institutions of the country,
and adorn the human character, had conciliated the es-
teem and won the confidence of public opmion. It had
grown under these general influences, unsuspected of
other motives than those which 1t professed, into enor-
mous wealth and gigantic power, Professing strict obe-
dience to the laws, and a wedded affinity to the religion
of the country, it had implanted 1ts roots, extended its
arms, and established its laws all over the land. The
suspicions and apprehensions that had watched and over-
come all other secret associations, by the soothing preten-
sions and specious bearings of I‘reemd.sum}r were quieted
and disarmed,

At this crisis of popular eredulity, the masonic con-
spiracies and outrages which have aroused the moral
energies of this State, and promise to interest the whole
nation, were matured and perpetrated.— Voluntary inves-
tigations were speedily undertaken : but the people were
slow to entertain evil thoughts of an ancient and honora-
ble institntion.—'The great, the wise and the good, of
every age and country, were claimed to be among its
votaries and patrons, Investigations, embarrassed and
crippled by the influence and stratagems of the fraternity,
proceeded with slow and uncertain steps. The laws were
relaxed and the ministers of justice lingered in their
course. The constitutional reliances of the people, for
protection and safety, were soon found too weak to dis-
charge their functions; and the public press, which, on
all other occasions of existing evil or approaching danger
had asserted its high prerogative, was now awed into
silence.

A general alarm spread through the western counties.
The people met and appointed committees of investiga-
tion. It was soon discovered that the outrages had not
been unadvisably perpetrated by irresponsible members
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of the fraternity, but authorised by the institution and im-
pelled by its principles. The counspiracy, from ils origin
to its conclusion, embraced a period of more than four
months, and the hnuwledge of it extended from the im-
mediate actors in it, to the highest authorities pertaining
to the Order.

The results of the first six months’ investization, are
embodied in a narrative, and published by the Lewiston
committee. The facts and developements therein set forth,
have withstood the * fest of trnﬂa and the scrutiny nf
time.”  With a view to possess the peupie of information
which so deeply concerned their individual rights and the
public safety, the commitiee caused five thousand copies
of this narrative to be gratuitously circulated through this
and adjoining States.

Finding the ordinary tribunals of justice, in some 1n-
stances disinclined to discharge their duties, and in all
cases too feeble 1o resist the mysteriously powerful influ-
ence of Freemasonry, the people memorialized their Rep-
resentatives for relief. Their petition respectfully de-
tailed the alarming facts now so well known to all, and
earnestly praving that the arm of the law might be
strengthened, scarcely received the decent forms of legis-
lative interment. The same irresistible power which had
misruled our public oflicers, sealed the lips of witnesses,
tampered with the consciences of jurors, and suspended
the sword of justice, now closed the halls of legislation
upon the people.

Turned out of Court and repulsed by their Represen-
tatives, the people of the western counties appealed, not
to the weapons which God and nature had put into their
hand, as would have been the case in a less enlightened
country, but to public opmnion, lawfully and understand-
ingly expressed, through the Baruor Boxes, for protec-
tion and redress, Every other avenue was closed. This
was the only constitutional last resort. 'T'ruly auspicious
results, and salatary influences, are vindicating the wis-
dom of this appeal, and all coming experience will sanc-
tion its justice.

Meantime the public eye, and the committee, more es-
pecially, turned inquiringly from individual offenders,
towards the institution itself. A keen desire was mani-
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fest to know the real character of Freemasonry, and the
true tendency of its principles. Morgan had made a full
revelation of the three first degrees, the truth of which
was attested by his abduction and sealed with his blood.

Masonry, however, professed to be a * progressive sei-
ence,”” and further developements were necessary to the
formation of a correct estimate of its character. These
were not long withheld, An encampment of Knights
Templars at Le Roy, after a violent and protracted strug-
gle with that portion of their companions which approved
of the outrages, resolved to restore themselves to society
and their country, by renouncing the principles and ex-
posing the secrets of the institution. This solemn duty
was discharged, in convention, at Le Roy, on the Oth of
Febroary, 1823.—The horrid oaths, unearthly penalties,
profane orgies, and blasphemous rites, of the higher de-
grees, were made public. Freemasonry, stripped of her
seeming vestal garments and gorgeous attire, now stood
bald naked, exposed to the scorn and abhorrence of a
long deluded, but finally disabused people.

The committee continned their investigations, and were
in constant attendance upon the several courts, where
indictments were pending, vainly endeavoring to aceeler-
ate the tardy and fettered footsteps of justice.

Near the close of the winter session of 1823, the ex-
ecutive and legislative departments of the Government
became suddenly impressed with the propriety and neces-
sity of affording the relief which was so promptly denied
the preceding session. An act was passed, authorising
the appointment of special counsel, to prosecute the in-
vestiration of the masonic ontrages. The then acting
Governor appointed Daniel Moseley, Esq. to discharge
this responsible duty,

That gentleman entered immediately into the investi-
gation, which he continued to prosecute, diligently, un-
til called from the discharge of the duties, to a seat upon
the bench, in the 7th Judicial District.

Mr, MGEE]E]F has collected and arranged an important
mass of complicated testimony, evidencing a wide spread
of conspiracy, and an accumnlation of crime, fearful, dark
and atrocious. This fulfilling measure of guilt gruws
out of the necessity, from which the institution cannot
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escape, of protecting those who, in obeying its mandates,
violated the laws of the land. The masonic conspirators
acted under the advice of their chapters, the principles of
which, in letter and spirit, cover the whole ground. Even
the murderers of Morgan, can open their Freemason’s
Monitor, and demand their reward for executing the traitor,

If any thing were wanting to prove that these outrages
were the natural offspring of masonic rriNcirLES, we
would refer to the fact, that the persons notoriously con-
cerned in them, not merely stand fair with their lodges
and chapters, but have been elevated to their highest hon-
ors and offices! 'Those too who fled from justice, have
been protecied and supported by the fraternity. And we
have strong reasons to believe, though unsupported by
positive testimony, that mopies have been furnished by
the grand chapter for the relief and defence of the con-
spirators, who are distinguished by the mystic brother-
hood, as the ** Western Sufferers.”’®

The time and manner of Morgan’s murder has been
ascertained, by those who were immediately connected
with the investigations.—Most if not all the persons by
whom the foul deed was perpetrated, are satisfactorily
known —but when, and by whose agency, their guilt will
-~ be judiciously established, remains with the great dispo-

ser of all human events,

Edward Giddins, whose testimony would go very far
in developing the finale of this extended conspiracy and
foul marder, has been rejected as a witness, in the Onta-
rio court of Common Pleas, by a rule, in relation to the
soundness of which the most distinguished jurists enter-
tain conflicting opinions, Had the objection went to Mr.
Giddins' credibility, he would have been ftully sustained
—for few men have passed through life with a more
blameless reputation.

Elisha Adams, into whose hands Morgan passed from
Mr. Giddins, and who continued to feed and guard him
until the night of the murder, was sent by its confeder-
ates to Vermont, from whence he was demanded as a fu-
gitive from justice. Adams was a reluctant agent of the

* This fact has since been directly established hy the declaration
of Mr. Yates ; who gives names and sums,
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¢ nspirators, and during his seclusion, had determined if
brought to the bar as a witness, as he himself repeatedly
averred, to “ make a clean breast of it by telling the
truth. He continued in this wholesome frame of mind,
until he found himself surrounded by his guilty Ru}ra]
Arch Companions, who soon succeeded in re-establishing
their mysterious influence over his conscience ; and sub-
jecting him to that obligation of their peculiar code,
which, under the most fearful penalties, enjoins the keep-
ing of a companion’s secrets, in all cases, * murder and
treason not excepted.” William King, who professed to
have returned to Niagara county, for the purpose of con-
fronting his accusers, swore off his trial, and has retraced
his steps to Arkansas. Howard, of Buffalo, who applied
the torch to Miller’s office, fled to Europe, and has not
since been heard of. John Whitney, of Rochester, who
following the councils of more wary conspirators, went
fearful lengths, after hiding in distant States for nearly
two years, has returned and awaits his trial. Loton Law-
son, who pleaded guilty to the conspiracy indictments, to
prevent the production of testimony, that would inculpate
him for 2 higher offence, has completed his two years
imprisonment, and taken up his abode in the State of
Pennsylvania. It is known that a masonic friend of
Lawson’s preceded him on his route from Canandaigua
to his destined residence, summoning the chapters io
meet—but for what purpose we are left to conjecture,
The case of Eli Bruce, late sheriff of Niagara county,
who was convicted in Ontario of receiving and confining
Morgan in Fort Niagara, was referred, on a question of
form, to the supreme court. Eighteen other persons con-
cerned in the outrages have been indicted, but the public
prosecutor has not been able to bring on their trials.
Nothing but the intelligence and virtue of a great pro-
portion of its members had so long restrained Freemason-
ry from open misrule and violence. Its signs, grips and
obligations, afford every facility for the protection and es-
cape of masonic offenders. And these facilities are far
from having been unimproved. Depredations to a great-
er amount and conspiracies of a more formidable charac-
ter, have been committed and concealed under the ripen-
ing influence of Freemasonry, than the public, aided by
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recent developements, would be willing to believe.—The
institution exerts a mysterious and pernicious influence
over all the relations of life. The obligation which binds
masons to warn their brethren of all approaching danger,
and to keep inviolable their guilty secrets, is a direct
bribe to the vicious propensities of our nature.—And that
obligation which compels a mason to assist a mystic
brother out of difficulty, * right or wrong,” furnishes the
widest latitude to crime. It is not unknown to those who
have given the subject their attention that the numerous
gangs of counterfeiters who have so frequently flooded the
State with spurious notes and base coin, were almost whol-
ly composed of Freemasons. With this knowledge, it is
no longer a mystery how they so frequently eluded the min-
isters of justice, or escaped through the meshes of the law.

But there is an evil of a more alarming nature to which
we feel constrained to draw the public attention. Free-
masonry has cast her broadest mantle over legislative cor-
ruption and bribery.—T'he attempt of John Anderson to
bribe the Hon. Lewis Williams, chairman of the commit-
tee of claims, in the House of Representatives, has led to
a brief examination of transactions of a similar character
in our State legislature. Col. Anderson attempted to
bribe Mr. Williams as a *“ man and mason,” but being no
mason, Mr. W, was at liberty, not only to reject the bribe
but to expose the culprit.* This incident is full of in-

* COL. ANDERSON’S LETTER.
The Hon. Lewis Williams.

Honored Sir: I return you thanks for the attention I received to
my claims to pass so soon. Mr. Lee will hand you some claims
from the River Raisin, which will pass through your Honorable
Committee ; and I have a wish that the conduct of the British in
that country may be related in full, on the floor of Congress; which
will give you some trouble in making out the Report and supporti
the same. [ have now lo request that you will accept of the small
sum of FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS as part pay for the extra
trouble I give you; Jwill present it to you as soon as I reccive
some from Government (!) Thisis CONFIDENTIAL, that enly
you and me may know any thing about il ; or, in oTHER WoORDS,
1 give it to you as a man and 3 MASON ; and hope you belong to
that sociely. Sir, should it happen that you will not accept of this
small sum, I request that you will excuse me; if you do not accept,
1 wish you to drop me a few lines; if you accept, | wish no answer.
I hope you will see my view on the subject, that it is for extra
trouble, (11181810017 . OHN ANDERSON.

Washingion, Jan. 6, 1818. ’

1
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struction. Had Mr. Williams been a mason, though
promptly rejecting the bribe, he was not at liberty to expose
a mystic brother to shame and punmishment. A Freema-
son approaches his legislative brother, with the wages of
iniquity in hand, in the full assurance that if his bribe is
rejected, his gm]ty secrets will be inviolably kept. This
reason is fortified by an extended train of facts. The his-
tory of all the known corruption practised in our legisla-
ture, from the briberies committed with the Merchant's
Bank in 1804, to those of the Fulton and Chemical Char-
ters in 1824, 1s pregnant with testimony against Free-
masonry. The fact that almost every man known to have
been disreputably concerned in those transactions, was a
Freemason, admonishes the people to guard these avenues
against the corrupting influence of that institution. And
that ancient, if not honorable fraternity, the Lobby, which
still infests the seat of government, and beleaguers the cap-
itol, stands conspicuous in the lists of Freemasonry. Of
all the horde of mercenaries who hang year after year upon
the legislature, let even one be named who is not a bright
Freemason. 'These assertions are not brought upon
slight or insufficient testimony, The evidence of their
entire truth may be obtained by all who make proper in-
quiries.

But the institution puts forth on all occasions, as a
shield and defence against her, the names of eminently
virtuous men, who in their youth, misled by her false pre-
tensions to science and wisdom, * took her for better or
for worse.”” The sainted name of WasnineTon, though
his recorded admonitions to ** beware of all secret self
crealed associalions, under what specious garb soever they
appeared,” forbids the profanation, is imprudently used
to patch up the tattered vestments with which a detected
imposter still seeks to cover her deformities. The stain-
less reputation of a contemporary,* whose charities have
engraved his name upon the hearts of thousands, and
whose munificence is even now unfolding the ireasures
of knowledge to the humblest citizen, and extending the
boundaries of science to the remotest section of the State,
18 daily pressed into the service of Freemasonry, to give
false lustre to its character, and posthumous currency to

* Hon, Stephen Van Renssclaer.
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its principles. It is due to this distinguished gentleman
to state, that although the swelling titles and empty honors
of the fraternity have been continuously lavished upon
him, he never could be pressed beyond the third degree
of Speculative Freemasonry. And a confiding hope is
entertained, based upon our knowledge of his virtues and
atriotism, that ere long he will feel constrained to in-
ibit the use of his right name in beguiling the footsteps
of our youth into the dark and devious recesses of the
lodge room. More than four hundred initiates, within
our own State, including members of every Degree, from
an Entered Apprentice to the Thrice Illustrious Knights
of the Holy T'rinity, have publicly renounced the institu-
tion. Thousands have silently withdrawn, and it cannot
be presumed that any good man who received it upon
trust, will continue his connexion with the fraternity after
he has thoroughly examined the tendency of its princi-
les.
d Freemasonry is deeply anxious to conceal the truth in
relation to herself and her steadfast votaries. 1t will re-
quire much zeal and labor to expose and dissipate the
falsehoods and delusions which the fraternity have so in-
dustriously spread abroad. Time and truth, however,
will unltimately encompass these ends. All there is of
Freemasonry, pertaining to the lodges, chapters, and en-
campments, may be gathered from Morgan’s Illustrations,
and the Le Roy revelations. But the inquirer for real
Freemasonry, divested of its gaudy trappings, and its tra-
ditionary fable, must seek out other sources of informa-
tion. The work of Abbe Barruel, and Professor Robi~
san's Proofs of a Conspiracy to overthrow all Religion
and Government, present a faithful and alarming picture
of Freemasonry, and commend themselves to the delibe-
rate consideration of the American people. Of the vari-
ous writers who are now developing, with fearless pens,
and surpassing powers, the legitimate tendency and aims
of Freemasonry, Henry Dana Ward, of New York, and
Elder John G. Stearns, of Oneida county, have attained a
proud eminence, from which they are dispensing floods of
light and knowledge. These gifted and enlightened men
were members of the masonic fraternity. They had,
however, sifted its pretensions, and eschewed its princi-
ples, previous to the murder of Morgan. The writings of
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these gentlemen ought to be speedily procured and exten-
sively circulated through every town in the State. We
hazard nothing in saying, that no intelligent man or ma-
son can read Mr. Ward’s volume, entitled, Freemasonry,
without being convinced that the institution 1s a rank im-
posture and dangerous cheat. * " ¥ " *

Entirely erroneous opinions have been propagated, far
and wide, in relation to the views and conduct of anti-
masons. We are represcnted as persecuting and oppress-
ing all the members of the masonic society, thereby con-
founding the innocent with the guilty. Nothing but
Freemasonry itself, is more fallacious than this accusa-
tion. I'reemasons have violated the laws of the State and
taken the life of an unoffending citizen. The influence
of the fraternity has impeded, and continues to impede,
the course of justice, and the offenders stalk abroad in the
community, cherished and supported by the institution,
unmolested and unpunished. The secrets and principles
of the institution, which have been fully exposed, are
positively and undeniably bad and dangerous. We there-
fore ask Freemasons to renounce them. If they refuse
to accede to a request so reasonable, are we made ob-
noxious to the charge of persecution for withholding
our support from them? How are the people to redeem
their halls of legislation, to purify their temples of justice,
or to re-establish the ascendency of their laws, if the
supporters of Freemasonry are not dispossessed of place
and power.

The progress of truth, and the developements of
time, have refuted many of the fictions, and turned
back some of the calumnies with which the fraternity
so long held public opinion in suspense.—It is no longer
gravely asserted that Morgan is selling his books, that
he has retired beyond the Rocky mountains, or that
he has joined the standard of the false prophet, at Smyr-
na. All who do not egregiously undervalue the intel-
ligence of the people, are constrained to admit that
this citizen, blameless of all offence to the laws of the
land, after five days confinement, was deliberately murder-
ed at Fort Niagara, and caust into Lake Ontario. The
same calumny which represented the just indignation of
freemen, as an excitement got up for the temporary pur-
pose of aiding a party, has spent its malice, and passes,
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with the mass of falsehoods which that fruitful occasion
for private and public defamation provoked.—The deep
sensibility and awakened interest which ten free States
are manifesting, by unequivocal demonstrations of hostili-
ty to the masonic institution, repels the accusation of the
fraternity which confined their belligerents to an infected
district of madmen and fanatics in the western part of the
State of New York.

But we turn from the past to contemplate the future—
where hope is unfolding her bright visions to the eye of
patriotism, and promising her treasured rewards to the as-
pirations of piety. The quiet, but resistless power of pub-
lic opinion, is accomplishing a great moral and political
revolution. This work, which moved forward with cau-
tious and faltering steps, through its incipient stages, is
now rapidly spreading all over this and the neighboring
States. We cannot yet fix its boundaries, or estimate the
time that it will require to accomplish its high pur
But one thing is certain. The fire will burn wtule the
fuel lasts; and the disenthralled spirit which has gone
abroad, will not return until the Republic is effectually
redeemed from the unhallowed grasp of Speculative Free-
masonry.

SAMUEL WORKS,
HARVEY ELY,
F. F. BACKUS,
F. WHITTLESEY,

THURLOW WEED.
Rochester, Feb. 15, 1829.

+

REPORT

Of the Select Commilttee of the House ﬁ;lﬂmd# of New-York, on the Ab-
duction and Murder of William Feb. 16, 1829,

Tue select committee to whom was referred so much
of the message of his excellency the governor, as relates
to the abduction of William Morgan, and the proceedings
under the act passed the 15th day of April, 1828, respect-
fully report, in part ;

That they have endeavored to give the subject that at-

15*



174 OPINIONS ON FREEMASONRY.

tention which its importance demands, and to pursue their
investigations in that spirit of candor that should charac-
terize an inquiry into matters of so much delicacy ; and
respecting which, there exists great public excitement,
They cannot flatter themselves, however, that they have
carried nothing of feeling with them into the investigation
of the subject ; for, coming, as most of them do, from
what has been sometimes termed the *‘ infected district,”
it is hardly to be supposed, that they should be indifferent,
in the midst of a community greatly agitated. Still, they
trust, that they have so far succeeded in discussing it dis-
passionately, as to lay before you no facts, except such as
have the impress of authenticity, and to draw no inferences
which are not fairly deducible from established premises.

The message of his excellency the governor treats the
subject as one which may require the interposition of the
legislature, and to your committee has been assigned the
task of ascertaining what legislation is necessary. It
being highly important that the legislature should be in
possession of the facts in every case, respecting which
they may be called to legislate, your committee believed it
to be their duty to collect and spread before this house a
statement of the circumstances of this extraordinary affair,
together with the causes which produced them, so far as
the same have been ascertained. For this purpose, they
directed their chairman to address letters to the Hon.
Daniel Moseley, special counsel, appointed by the execu-
tive of this State, under the act passed April 15, 1838,
and to Bowen Whiting, Esq. district attorney for the
county of Ontario, requesting from them a statement in
detail of such particulars of the transaction as may have
come to their knowledge, in the discharge of their official
duties.

Your commitlee were aware, that the circumstances re-
lating to the Morgan outrages, had been collected and pub-
lished in a pamphlet form, and in some public newspapers,
by 2 number of respectable gentlemen, selected for that
purpose by their fellow citizens in public meetings; and
that notwithstanding these gentlemen, some of whom have
seats in this house, affixed their own signatures to these
publications, no attempt had been made to disprove their
statements. Still, as there exists a disposition in our
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country to discredit statements which are made through
the organ of the periodical press, and it being desirable to
lay before this house such data as might with proper
safety be relied upon, by those who may be called to act
in this grave matter, your committee thought it better to
refer you to statements emanating from those whose official
duties have made them acquainted with these singular
transactions. It has too long been the opinion of many,
that the ‘‘ western excitement” belonged more properly
to our newspaper, than to our judicial history ; and events
more alarming in their character, when viewed in all their
bearings, than any that have transpired in the course of
many years, have been regarded rather as a romance than
as solemn matters of fact. In making this statement,
your committee mean no reflection upon the intelligence
of this house or this community. The state of fegling
and the incredulity that have existed in many places with
regard to this matter, have proceeded from an honorable
confidence in our free institutions, and in the integrity of
our fellow citizens, which bespeak great elevation of sen-
timent and nobleness of spirit; but which at the same
time show with what ease our good nature may be prac-
tised upon by the artful and designing.

The call for information made upon Mr. Whiting, was
answered. And your committee would take the liberty
of expressing their acknowledgements to this gentleman for
his promptitude and frankness in preparing for them, i
the midst of pressing professional engagements, a state-
ment so full and satisfactory.

From this statement it appears that in the summer of
1826, a notice was inserted in the Ontario Messenger, a
newspaper published at Canandaigua, by the procurement
of those who were afterwards concerned in the outrages,
representing Morgan to be guilty of bad conduect, and that
particular information might be had respecting him, on
application to the lodge in that village. During the sum-
mer of that year, it was reported that Morgan was writing
a book on Freemasonry, to be published by David C.
Miller, of Batavia, and this report was confirmed by sub-
sequent events. Much feeling was excited amongst maoy
members of the masonic fraternity, in consequence of this
report ; and meetings were held in many places, to con-
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sider of measures, by which the publication of the book
might be prevented. A Canadian whose name is Johns,
and who is said to have belonged to the British fur com-
pany, was introduced to Miller, under pretence of assisting
him in the publication, butn reality for the purpose of
acquiring information where Morgan's writings were to
be found. Through his aid, the conspirators were enabled
to obtain the possession of a part, at least, of Morgan’s
manuscripts,

On the 11th of September, persons from Lockport, in
the county of Niagara, 90 miles distant from Canandaigua,
applied at Fort Niagara for a place of confinement for
Morgan, because he was about ‘‘ to reveal the secrets of
masonry.” The day before, Ebenezer C. Kingsley of
Canandaigua, by the persuasion of Nicholas G. Cheesebro
and others of that place, made a complaint against Mor-
gan, before a magistrate, for stealing a shirt and cravat,
the property of Kingsley. A warrant was issued on this
complaint by the magistrate, directed to Cheesebro, as
one of the coroners of Ontario county, or to any constable
of that county, for Morgan’s arrest. It was delivered to
Cheesebro, who hired a post-coach and procured Halla-
way Hayward, a constable, and three or four others, to
accompany him to Batavia, where Morgan resided. The
party arrived at Batavia the same day, and the next morn-
ing the warrant was served by Hayward, it having been
first endorsed by a magistrate of Genesee county. Imme-
diately after the arrest, the same party returned to Canan-
daigua, and arrived in the evening. Morgan was taken
before the magistrate, examined and discharged from the
arrest, the charge of larceny appearing to be unfounded,
the shirt and cravat having been borrowed from Kingsley.

Immediately on his being discharged, a demand of two
dollars was presented to the justice against him in favor
of Cheesebro, as assignee of one Ackley. Morgan con-
fessed a judgment, and an execution was forthwith
issued. He took off his coat and offered it to satisfy the
execution, but it was refused, and he was arrested and
locked up in prison.

Information that Morgan was in custody, was imme-
diately sent to Rochester to certain persons there, or to
use the language of Cheesebro, to Morgan’s friends in
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that place, some of whom came to Canandaigua the next
day, for the purpose of carrying him off. A carriage tvas
stationed a few rods from the gaol, where it might be
ready to start at a given signal. Previous to this, Loton
Lawson had been at the gaol, had seen Morgan, and pro-
posed to Mrs. Hall, the wu% of the gaoler, (he being absent,)
to pay the debtout of friendship to Mnrgan andrelease him
from prison. Mrs. Hall at first refused to comply, but on
Cheesebro and Sawyer’s recommending it, she consented
to release Morgan. As she went towards the prison,
Lawson went to the street door and made a signal. She
turned, and saw a man come up the steps. She released
Morgan, and on going to the door, saw him between
Lawson and the man who came up the steps, struggling
and crying murder. His mouth was stopped, and he was
forced off down the street. In the struggle, Morgan lost
his hat. One of the party made a signal by rapping on
a well curb, when the carriage started after them, took
them in, and went towards Rochester.

The carriage was driven by Hiram Hubbard, who has
testified, that he drove the party a little beyond Hanford's
landing, near the east end of the ridge road, where he
arrived about sunrise ; and that they got out at a place,
distant from any house. On his return, and a short dis-
tance from the place where he lefi the party, he met a
carriage with a pair of horses, The same day, a carriage
was procured from Ezra Platt, of Rochester, under pre-
tence of going to Lewiston to the installation of a lodge.
Mzr. Platt has been examined as a witness, and denies
recollecting who hired the carriage. He says that it was
applied for before daylight, and that the driver has left
the country, but that he does not now recollect his name,
On that day, a carriage passed along the ridge rpad to
Lewiston, under peculiar and extraordinary circumstances,
not stopping at public houses, drawn by horses belonging
to persons living on the road, which were changed in bye
places, and driven by men who would not ordinarily be
engaged in that business. This carriage stopped in a
back street at Lewiston ; and on the morning of the 14th,
at a very early hour, another carriage was procured to go
to Fort Niagara. The latter carriage was driven by
Corydon Fox, a stage driver, who was directed to go to
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the one standing in the back street for his passengers.
Fox states that he did so; that four or five men leflt that
carriage and got into the one driven by him. One of the
men had no hat, and appeared to be helpless. He then
drove towards the Fort, called by the way at Col. King’s,
took him in, and when near the Fort, left the whole party
in the road, and returned to Lewiston. It is proved, that
on that day, a man was in confinement in the magazine,
attached to the Fort. Mr. Whiting adds, that 1t can now
be proved that Morgan was in the carriage that passed
along the ridge road on the 13th of September, 1826.

He also subjoins a statement of the testimony of Ed-
ward Giddins before the grand jury of Ontario county,
and which said Giddins has published. Mr. Giddins, on
the trial of Eli Bruce, Esq. late sheriff of Niagara, was
offered as a witness, and rejected, on the ground of re-
ligious belief. Mr. Whiting, however, seems to credit his
statements, which, he says, are corroborated, in some im-
portant particulars, by other witnesses. From his state-
ment we learn that Morgan was confined in the magazine
at Fort Niagara, and if we give his statement credence,
we must come to the conclusion that he was finally mur-
dered. Mr. Whiting comes to that conclusion, indepen-
dent of the testimony of Giddins; and your committee
believe that he is fully warranted in so doing, by the
facts and circumstances which he has detailed. Mr.
Moseley, in his communication to your committee, states,
that he has ascertained material testimony, in relation to
the abduction, since the making of this report to the
executive, and adds, that he has been put in possession of
some information of a graver character, from a source
entitled to credit. Your committee, therefore, feel justi-
fied in saying, that there is very little reason to doubt,
but that a free citizen of this State has been deliberately
put to death by hiﬁhlf respectable individuals, and that
many men in high standing were privy to the designs
against him, and assisted in the preliminary measures,
although, perhaps, but few directly participated In the
final catastrophe.

It may be proper to mention in this connexion, that at
a trial at Batavia, nat particularly referred to by Mr.
Whiting, three men were convicted of a daring outrage
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upon the person and liberty of Col. Miller, who was asso-
ciated with Morgan in the publication of the book on
masonry. This outrage was committed on the same day
that Morgan was forcibly carried away from the gaol at
Canandaigua. A principal actor in this affair was the
Canadian, Johns, who, eight days before, had suddenly
dlsappeared from Batavia. But your committee will not
tax the patience of this house, by a recital of the particu-
lars of this outrage, and of several others committed or
attempted against the persons and property of Miller and
Morgan, and in which many persons are known to have
participated.

Although the special council, appointed by the execu-
tive, has interposed a caution agamst speaking of * socie-
ties and denominations of men” in relation to the subject
of these inquirles, your committee feel bound to state, that
in their opinion, if the abduction of Morgan is chargeable
upon individuals, acting ‘“ as such,” it is likewise charge-
able upon them, as members of a powerful society, exist-
ing in our State, claiming a high character, on which has
been bestowed many marks of public favor, and whose
annual convocations and dazzling honors have been re-
garded with great interest, and sought for with much
avidity. Your committee are not insensible, that they
are preferring a grave charge against an institution which
has many bright and honorable names enrolled among its
votaries. Still they conceive, that the true character of
the transaction, and its relative importance are to be as-
cerlained by adverting to the cause which produced it,
and the motives which actuated the perpetrators.

The active and persevering district attorney of the
m ty of Omario, who has carefully investigated the

le matter, states it as proved, ‘* that the motives which
actuated those who conspired against Morgan, were to
prevent the publication of his book on Freemasonry.
The same objects were avowed in the meetings in Gene-
see county, by those who visited Fort Niagara, by those
who acted in Canandaigua, and by those who came to
Canandaigua, in consequence of the information sent to
Rochester. So far, therefore, as their motives were then
avowed, the suppression of Morgan's publication was the
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object to be effected, and the abduction of the man was
the means by which that object was to be accomplished.”
‘““ The abduction of Morgan,” says Mr. Whiting, “isa
singular and striking event in our history; and as in case
of other irretrievable evils, it is easier to lament it, than to
find a remedy. I have no hesitation in saying, that it has
resulted from the confidence which members of the ma-
sonic society have felt in its power and influence ; from
a false estimate of the value of that institution, and from
an opinion, that they were bound to preserve it from vio-
lation and injury.” And he adds in conclusion, “ It is
worthy of remark, that it has been proved or conceded,
that all those who have engaged in these outrages were
members of the masonic fraternity ; a fact not without
meaning in reference to the subjects of the conspiracy.”
A proper consideration of these facts, fully established
by solemn judicial investigation, will lead to a due esti~
mate of the subject referred to by your committee. Some
have wondered why the abduction, or even the murder,
of a comparatively obscure individual, should be consider~
ed of so much importance. Ilad he fallen in deadly
strife with his fellow, or had a single assassin planted a
dagger 1n his heart, the event and its circumstances would
long since have ceased to interest the public. It is the
offence against the dignity of this State, and the just
grounds of alarm, indicated by the character of the trans-
action, which gives 1t its relative 1mportance. Many
cases of personal suffering may be pointed out in our his-
tory, which, if the individuals only are to be taken inte
cunmderﬂ.!lmn must be regarded as much more afilictive,
than the case of the American seaman who was shot hjr
British authority in the harbor of New-York, and whose
death caused such great sensation. Still, his death Was
jostly considered a matter of national concern, whilst
others, who fell by private assassins, were soon forgotten.
A wound was inflicted upon our national honor, which
awakened the sensibilities of this whole nation. We felt,
that such aggressions on our sovereignty should be re-
pelled, and that the permanence and stability of our
institutions could only be secured, by showing our neigh-
bors that such acts could not be committed with impunity.
If the spirit and feelings that were then excited were just
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and proper ; if that event was considered an alarming out-
rage, principally in consequence of the source from which
it proceeded, does it not follow that the offence commiited
against the majesty of the people, in the case of William
Morgan, should excite general interest. The members
of a wide spread assumatmn, whose principles and opera-
tions are studiously concealed from the public view ; who
claim for their body high antiquity and dl&lmgulshed re-
nown ; who assume imposing titles, and display the badges
of rujal ty, feeling themselves bound to preserve their own
institution from violation, have violated the majesty of the
laws, and trampled upon "those fundamental principles, on
which are based our free institutions.

Your committee believe, that such an act, from such a
quarter, is to be regarded as more alarming in its charac-
ter than a simple outrage, committed by the agents of a
foreign government. It is much more easy to repel the
assaults of a foreign enemy, than to counteract the wiles
and machinations of a domestic foe. The security of our
free institutions, in a great measure, depends upon their
due estimation by those who enjoy their benefits. If our
honorable, learned, and influential citizens consider them-
selves bound to an invisible power, existing amongst us,
by stronger ties than their allegiance to that country
which so amply protects them in the enjoyment of life
and liberty, and in the prosecution of those pursuvits which
they deem essential to their happiness; if reckoning vpon
the strength and influence of that power, and with a direct
view to its preservation, they venture upon the exercise
of the highest acts of sovereignty, thus contemning the
sovereign authority of this State, have we no just ground
for alarm !

Your committee are sensible that they have stated a
strong case, but have they stated a stronger one than is
detailed by Mr. Whiting, if we allow that he has not mis-
taken the true character of the transaction, and the mo-
tives of the actors in that sad tragedy 7 What have they
alleged, that is not fully said by a faithful public officer,
who has had every opportunity to judge in this ma!ter
and whose relation to those concerned, precludes the idea
that he has' misconstrued their motives? Well might the

16
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distinguished public officer,™ who now presides over the
other branch of the legislature, say, that those who per-
petrated this outrage, ‘ have disturbed the public peace,
have dared to raise their parricidal arms against the laws
and constitution of our government, and assumed a power
which is incompatible with a due subordination to the Jaws
and public authority of this State.” Following up the
idea of the same distinguished individoal, your committee
add that such attacks upon the sovereign power, of which
every citizen Is a constituent member, should be resented
and guarded against.

Your committer belicve that an idea has teo long pre-
vailed, that this i1s a trivial affair; and therefore they
have dwelt longer upon this branch of the subject than
would otherwise have been necessary. They forbear to
descant upon the reasons that have given currency to this
idea, and the cold indifference with which it has been re-
garded by a body of men whose members, for a series of
years, have filled a great proportion of the responsible sta-
tions in every department of the government. The citi-
zens of those counties where these outrages were perpe-
trated, when thev discovered the intimate connexion be-
tween them and Freemasoury, expected that the members
and officers of that institution would have been foremost
in ferreting out the guilty individuals, and unwearied in
their exertions to wipe from its escutcheon so foul a stain.
It was certainly reasonable to suppose that an institution
laying claim to the greatest puru}' of pnnmp!e, wonld Lave
made liberal contributions of its funds and exertions, in
bringing to light this dark, nefarious and alarming trans-
action ; that at least they would have affixed some mark
of disapprobation upon those whose conduct was so crimi-
nal, and so directly calcalated to bring their fraternity
into disrepute. Your committee cannot learn, however,
that any such measures were deemed necessary by the
institution. They cannot but think that this apparent
apathy solemnly admonishes us, as a people, to inquire
into its causes ; and why is it that when members of this
society are frequently debarred from its privileges, for
offences which are not cognizable before our courts, the
perpetrators of these flagrant enormities should not be

* Judge Throop.
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considered guilty of ““unmasonic conduct,” and treated
accordingly. The inquiry naturally suggests itself, was
that confidence in the power and influence of their society
which led these men to the commission of such crimes,
such as the principles of that society warranted them in
entertaining ; and was their construction of their masonie
obligations that which is fairly inferable from the tenor of
those obligations?  'T'he standing of these men in society
and with the eraft ; their numbers ; their avowed motives,
with reference to this affair ; and the treatment they have
received from their brethren, certainly justifies the pre-
sumption that they were not mistaken ; and would, if we
had no other evidence, afford the strongest grounds for
suspicion. But on this subject we are not left to conjec-
ture. The principles and obligations of masonry are well
known to at least one member of your committee ; and
they afford a complete solution to this inquiry. Several
of the obligations, taken by members of this society, as
published by a convention of seceding masons, who were
led to an examination of the principles of the institution,
in consequence of the outrages committed in their neigh-
borhood, were laid before th:c legislature at their last ses-
sion, for the consideration of this house. These obligations
tuken in connexion with those published by Morgan, (for
the authenticity of which we have evidence of the most
conclusive, as well as of the most painful kind,) too plainly
show the truly appalling fact, that those deluded men
whose hands are probably stained with a brother’s blood,

though politically and morally wrong, were mmummﬂy
right. This, in the view of your committee, is the most
distressing and alarming feature in the whole transac-
tion.

To the sincere patriot, to every citizen, it affords matter
for grave reflection, that those men, some of whom have
seats in this house, and hold high and responsible stations,
should have calculated with so much confidence on being
shielded from public vengeance, although guilty of high
enormities, by the power and influence of a secret society.
Whether they supposed that this society afforded facilities
for the commission of crimes without the possibility of
detection, or whether they calculated on corrupting the
fountains of justice, the fact is equally interesting to eve-
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ry lover of his country. Did these men suppose that ma-
sons in high stations would interpose the broad shield of
their authority to protect them in their high handed villany,
in their * preconcerted and deliberate ™ attack upon the
laws and constitution of their country 7 Did they suppose,
that witnesses and jurors, feeling themselves bound by
masonic obligations, would lose sight of their duty to their
country and their God? Your committee take no
pleasure in dwelling upon this subject; still it is one
which requires a thorough investigation. A society of
men who meet in secret, embracing all ranks of life, com-
prising many men of talents, and a very large proportion
of those who hold high and responsible stations, is looked
up to with confidence by its intelligent and respectable
members, as aflording a sure protection from the conse-
quences of the most infamous and dangerous crimes.
Yet this society boasts of her charities, professes to teach
the most expansive benevolence, and carries in her public
processions the volume of mspiralmn Why this confi-
dence? How do they expect protection in such cases,
except by trampling under foot all that is dear to us as
freemen !

Whether the existence of such a society, holding her
meetings in secret places, guarding the entrance to her
conclaves with the instruments of death, binding her
votaries with such ties, affording them protection when in
difficulty, *“right or wrong,” regarding her own laws as
paramount to the laws of the land, is compatible with our
free institutions, should be taken into serious considera-
tion. The subject addresses itself to our love of country
in the most imposing form; and however disagreeable it
may be, we should not shrink from the examination.

Your commitiee are aware, that any measures which
may be taken, with the view of removing this evil, will be
called intolerant. It will be said, that the society or sect
of Freemasons, are entitled to the same protection as
other associations for charitable purposes and mutual im-
provement. There can be no question but that Freema-
sons have a right to assemble and transact their business
in their own way, so long as their business is lawful, and
they in no way injure others, or endanger the State.
But that men may meet for any purpose, and form asso-
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ciations whose tendency is to screen the guilty and sap
the foundations of civil liberty, is mconsistent with the
genius of our government. Every government has the
right to provide for its own safety, and to prohibit any
thing that tends to itsown subversion. A government
without such right could be of no value to the community
that adopted it.

If Freemasonry has dangerous features, there can cer-
tainly be no doubt of the right of the legislature to require
those features to be expunged. 1If it is, as its friends con-
tend, merely an association to promote charity and social
intercourse, it has no occasion for such obnoxivus oaths,
of a character so different from the real objects of the
institution. Why such horrid penalties to enforce the
practice of such duties, and to eftect such objects ?

Your committee cannot believe that the rights of any
citizen would be abridged by forbidding him to put him-
self under such obligations, or to partake in rites directly
calculated to corrupt the public morals. We have not
only a right to prohibit crime, but to prevent men from
binding themselves to its commission.

Your committee believe, that the institution of Free-
masonry owes its dangerous character to its obligations
which are imposed as they are informed, upon noviciates,
without making known to them their nature. Destitute
of their sanctions, and the bond of union they produce,
(the sure consequence of the barbarous penalties that are
interwoven into their texture,) it would lose its mischiev-
ous tendency, and be completely shorn of its locks. Its
boasted cement, which owes its influence to one of the
strongest, though not the noblest, passions of the human
heart, would lose its power ; and the mighty edifice that
affects to defly the “ world in arms” would fall by its own
weight, If Freemasons are tenacious of their ornaments,
badges, and vestments, let them continue to use them,
and to display them in public, if 1t will afford them any
amusement or pleasure. But certainly it 1s asking too
much of this community to require us to tolerate them in
the use of oaths which tend directly to sap the foundations
of our free institutions, and to subvert the citade]l of
Liberty.

Your committee believe that the passage of a law, pro-

16*
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hibiting the administration of extra judicial oaths, would
produce many salutary results, disconnected wuh the
masonic institution. The committee, who, at the last
session, reported the bill to prevent the administration of
such oaths, say, with great force and justice, that ** the fre-
quent unauthorized and irreverent administration of oaths
has a powerful influence to destroy that religious sensi-
bility to their nature, and that scrupulous and conscientious
regard to all their requirements, which alone entitle them
to confidence. Great and enlightened men have, with
one accord, condemned the multiplication of uaths, with
or without the sanction of law, as immoral and 1mpolitic.”
If such remarks are correct with respect to oaths adminis-
tered in the usual forin, what shall we say of those pre-
sented to the consideration of the house, and which are
said to be taken under circumstances of peculiar degra-
dation? It must be perfectly obvious to every one, who
will mrake himself acquainted with their nature and pro-
visions, that they must frequently put it in the power of
men, despente in principle and depraved in morals, to
exercise a commanding influence over men of pure princi-
ples and upright intentions ; that not unfrequently the
virtuous citizen finds his known duties clashing with his
masonic obligations. Cases must frequently occur which
require a conscientious individual, either to disregard an
oath imposed by the authority of his country, or one he
has taken in a masonic assembly. Cases so distressing
and embarrassing sliould always be prevented if practica-
ble, as they serve to ensnare the conscience, to blunt the
moral sense, and weaken the security which is sought to
be obtained by requiring the confirmation of an oath.
Your committee forbear to enlarge upon the case with
which an institution, constituted as Freemasonry is,
might affect our elections and keep its influence out of
sight. The ecitizens of the western counties, when their
attention was called to the subject, by the strange trans-
actions which took place amongst them, were surprised
to find that nearly every high _|=ud.1mal and ministerial sta-
tion, in that scction of the Btale,, was filled by members of
the order. In fact they almost literally filled *“ every
department of the government.” It should also be re-
membered, that one of its votaries has asserted, when
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speaking in the name of his brethren, on a public anni-
versary, (and whose boastings, not altogether idle, perhaps,
have been extensively circulated in masonic newspapers
and publications,) that ““masonry has the power of co-
operating in the desk, in the legislative hall, on the bench,
in every gathering of men of business, in every party of
pleasure, in every enterprise of government, in every do-
mestic circle, in peace and in war, among its enemies
and friends, and in one place as well as another.,”” This
idea of masonic influence, it will be seen, accords with
that * confidenee,” to which an able and faithful officer
of the government ascribes the untimely fate of the un-
happy Morgan.

In directing their inquiries towards that part of the
subject which has relation to the legislation that may be
necessary in reference to this subject, your committee
have deemed two things important : first, to provide for
the detection and punishment of those who committed the
outrage, and then to guard against similar offences.
Taking into consideration the circumstances of the case,
your committee are persuaded that the act of April 15th,
1828, should be continued in force. The reasons given
by Mr. Whiting for the adoption of such a course are,
with them, conclusive,

In order that the subject may be fully investigated, it
may be necessary to make some provision for those wit-
nesses who are required to attend the courts in distant
counties. The frequent delays that have occurred, in the
legal proceedings that have been had, have rendered it
extremely burdensome on those witnesses who have been
called to a considerable distance from their homes. Mr,
Moseley recommends that provision should be made for
their relief, and your committee, believing that it would
promote the ends of justice, by preventing the difficulty
of pracuring testimony, have incorporated a provision to
that effect, into a bill which they ask leave to introduce,
to continue in force the act entitled “ An act to provide
for the employment of counsel for the purposes therein
mentioned.”

They also ask leave to introduce a bill to prevent the
administration of extra judicial oaths.

‘I'he subject referred to your committee, being one of
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first impression and of vast importance, they do not feel
fully prepared, at present, to say what legislation may be
necessary, in relation to its full dﬂvelﬂpement and the
furtherance of justice. They do not, therefore, ask to be
discharged from the further consideration of the subject,
but wigh to be indulged with further time for reflection,
on the measures which should be devised for the more
eifectual investigation of the outrages committed on the
person of Morgan, and to provide against the recurrence
of events, so alarming in their character, so destructive of

the peace of society, and the safety of its members,
A. HAZELTINE, Chairman.

REPORT

On the Abduetion of Willinm Morgan.—Made to the Senate, ( New York,j
Feb, 14, 1829,

Tue select committee, to whom was referred so much
of the governor's message as relates to the abduction of
William Morgan, and the proceedings under the law of
the last session upon that subject, beg leave respectfully

to report in part:

That they have attentively examined the message of
the Executive, of March 18, 1828, and the law appoint-
ing a commissioner, which was thereupon enacted ; as
also the recent message of the present governor referring
to the same subject. They have also perused with espe-
cial care, the report of the commissioner, which is to be
presumed a fair and correct statement of what has been
transacted by him, during the laborious duties of the last
ten months: they cannot nevertheless abstain from ex-
pressing their surprise at the meagre character of the
commissioners’ report, when they call to mind that the
first duty specified i the law creating that office was
““ to institute inquiries concerning William Morgan and
his fate subsequently, and all the incidents connected
therewith.” That the report, coming as it does from a
man of reputation, and high official standing, should be
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thus jejune and bare of incident, confirms an opinion
long entertained by individuals composing the committee,
that all those criminal transactions, whenever an attempt
should be officially made to bring them to light, would
from causes of a peculiar character, be shrouded in a veil
of impenetrable darkness.

Your committee have come to the deliberate conclu-
sion, that the evils intended to be remedied by the legis-
lation of 1328, were not at that period fully understood ;
that their character was misconceived, and their impor-
tance underrated. That legislation seems to have been
based upon the supposition, that the administration of
justice was feebly dispensed, in the western section of
the State, and that the deputation of a special counsellor
or attorney, to give it tone and energy, was alone suf-
ficient to remedy the erils complained of by the people.
However much the appointment of such a commissioner
might in different ways expedite and facilitate the trials
growing out of the fate of Morgan, still such commissioner
has been, and will hereafter be powerless, in bringing to
merited justice the guilty individuals, who have been
chiefly concerned in the transactions, that have so much
disturbed and afflicted the community. In the judgment
of the committee, the past evils cannot now be reached by
any legislation within the range of our constitutional
powers, and it is their opinion that remedial enactments
having regard to the recurrence of similar evils, ought
chiefly at this time to attract the attention of the Senate,

To entitle this opinion to its just weight, some of the
reasons which have led to its adoption will be briefly sta-
ted.

At no period since the revolation, has the public mind
been so severely agitated as by the abduction and subse-
quent unhappy fate of William Morgan. The great moral
shock has been felt with few exceptions, by people of
every age, sex and condition. The high-handed viola-
tion of law, the great number concerned, the cheerless
and desolate condition of his bereaved wife and children,
the uncertainty that for a while attended the whole affair,
were all calculated to arouse the public mind to an unex-
ampled state of sympathy, indignation and abhorrence.
But these passions, although intense at that period, are
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in their nature evanescent, and before this time, would
have spent their force, had not the attempt to bring the
offenders to the bar of justice, produced a developement

of facts, circumstances and principles as lasting in their
effects as the love of liberty in man.

The committee think it proper to observe that a just
regard for the wishes and feelings of their constituents,
and the other requirements which grow out of the occa-
sion, will compel them to lay aside all that delicacy in
treating this subject, which 1s incompatible with a just
and manly discharge of their duty—and reluctant as they
are to give just cause of offence to any man, they feel
themselves compelled to designate classes of men by the
names they have seen fit to adopt, and to animadvert
freely upon their conduct, when such animadversion
comes within the legitimate scope of their duties.

The people of this State are distinguished by their at-
tachment to a pure administration of justice as connected
with the trnial by jury—by their love of self-government,
and by their aversion to every thing which directly or in-
directly tends to thwart the operation of the democratic
principles, which are the basis of our political compact.
They are distinguished by their jealousy of powerful and
talented men, and especially of the combinations of such
men for parposes either unknown, or known to affect im-
properly, the even and healthful current of our political
affairs, They have learned that concentration of feeling,
of interest and of effort, are to the moral and political,
what the lever and the screw are, to the mechanical pow-
ers, and they dread their operation,.

The order of the Jesuits, whose discipline secured
unity of design and secrecy in action—which used the
solemn sanctions of the most high God, to subserve pur-
poses the most selfish and profane, presented to the 16th
century a moral power greater than the world had ever
known. It penetrated with the silence and certainty of
fate, the secrets of every Court in Europe, and subjuga-
ted, without the force of arms, one half the continent of
America to the dominion of the Pope. This order has
been crushed, but within the last 120 years another has
arisen—the society of free and accepted masons.

This institution, professing to be of ancient and even
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of divine origin, adopting sanctions similar to those of the
order of the Jesuits, and commanding a secrecy still more
profound, have recently made demonstrations of a power,
astonishing in its effects upon the social and political
compact, and of a character such as the friends of free
institutions cannot fail to deplore.

T'he powers manifested by the masonic institution which
may have been exercised in its unlawful restraints of hu-
man liberty, or pretended jurisdiction over human life,
are not now so much the occasion of alarm, as its fearful
moral influence, exerted upon the public press, and its
facility in controling results in the tribunals of justice.
The public feeling at the West, which has borne the ridi-
cule and sarcasm of those interested in quelling it, is not,
as they would have it believed, the mere animal sensation
indicated by brutes, whose bellowi ing marks the spot where
some victim has been slaughtered ;—but is the result of
sober, calculating reflection, looking to causes and their
consequences ; to existing evils and the remedies to be
applied ; to posterity, and not the present generation
alone. The life of one man, or even a thousaund, in a
republic consisting of 12,000,000 of inhabitants, political-
ly considered, is of but little moment. But that the
streams of justice should flow pure and uncontaminated,
is matter of infinite concern not only to the people of the
West, but to the whole State; not only to the State, but
the Union.

But they have lost the confidence they formerly repos-
ed, 1n the tribunals of justice. They believe that masonry
exerts its influence, in civil, as well as criminal cases; in
arbitrations, references, and in trials by jury, before jus-
tices of the peace, as well as in the higher courts. For-
merly from one half to two thirds of their justices belong-
ed to the fraternity of masons—now not one in twenty
are initiated ; and this change has been chiefly produced
by their entire conviction of the fact that masonry per-
vades and influences the courts of justice.

During what have been called the Morgan trials, and
other civil cases which owe their origiti to his abduction
and subsequent fate, the people have crowded the courts
of justice to overflowing. They have watched the de-
portment of masonic witnesses upon the stand; some of
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whom, of good repute in society, have sworn to facts,
which in the opinion of by-standers, were not credited
by a single one of the hundreds of persons who were pre-
sent. It is believed that grand juries, a majority of whom
were masons, have omitted to find bills of indictment
when there was proof before them of outrages, not sur-
passed in grossness and indecency, by any committed in
the country since its first settlement. Those outrages
were committed upon a mason, who had been in the daily
habit of exposing in lectures, what were once called the
secrets of masonry. Grand jurymen have said while as-
sembled for the discharge of their duties, and when it
was apprehended their masonic brethren would be impli-
cated, “ we must not let our brethren suffer.” In a case
of recent occurrence, a defendant who had been sued by
a mason, not willing to have his case tried by masonic
jurymen, challenged them ; stating to the court his readi-
ness to prove the character of the masonic oaths, and to
show that the obligations assumed by them were of a de-
scription, unftting them to sit in judgment between the
parties ; and of such a nature as to disqualify them in
peint of law. With the assent of the circuit judge, the
masoni¢ jurymen left the box; and the trial proceeded.
The counsel for the defendant, entertained no doubt, up-
on the law and the facts he could prove, that the challan-
ges were well taken.

The committee might multiply cases of this descrip-
tion, but they are omitted for others of more public noto-
riety, and tending to the same point.—The case of Col.
King, is one l'uH}r known to the public, and partly from
information contained in his newspaper comimunications.
The committee therefore recur to it, the more readily,
but without any intention of expressing an opinion of his
innocence or guilt. He had been suspected of having
had a concern in some of the transactions affecting Wil-
liam Morgan. He went to Washington in the fall or
winter of 1826-7; applied for public employment, and
obtained, with the assistance of some of his masonic
friends, the place of Sutler to the United States’ troops in
the territory of Arkansas, The suspicions resting upon
the public mind in regard to him increased : and Messrs.
Garlinghouse and Bates were despatched by the Gover-
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nor of this State for the purpose of arresting him, and per-
haps some others who were supposed to be {ugitives from
justice. They ascertained that King was at cantonment
Towson, and procured an order from the Becretury of
War, to the commander to surrender him forthwith,

The fruit of this sovereign exercise of the State and
United States power, in procuring the return of this hom-
ble sutler to answer in the courls of this State {ir the
misdemeanors charged upon him, was precisely such as

might lave been anticipated upon the supposition tha t
the oblizations of masons to each other, are snch as they
undoubtedly must be, upon the proof that has been pre-
sented to the public. Bound to protect each other by
the tenor of oblizations in their view of higzher import
than those they owe to the State or country which gives
them protection, —the officer of the Fort, instead of oliey-
ing the order of the Sceretary of War, notificd King of Lis
danger ; and Garhaghonse and Bates soon found by the
escape of King, that their labors, arduous as they had
been, were defeated by the machinztions of masonry.

The annals of criminal | Jarisprudence furnish no par-
allel in many respects to the case of William Morgan,
'T'he majesty of the laws and the powers of nasonry have
been brought into conflict.  What nzy be the resolt of
the mwht} strugule none can tell.  Bot the events of the
two last years duruw which tue couflict has been main-
tained, induce tie belief that mz wonry will be vietorious,
I'he Iustmjr of Morgan's fate is short and simple: On the
11th day of Sﬂptemher 1820, he wos taken by several
masons in broad day, by fﬂt‘GL, from the villaze of Data-
via to Canandaigua, a distance of Hl) milcs, and there 1=
on a process Gngm.und for the occasion, confined in _]i'll].
While on his way from Batavia, one of his Lijnapners
who had him 1n charze, said with an oath, Morgan should
not be taken from him alive. After a short confinement
in the prison at Canandaigua, hie was taken out on Sun-
day the 12th, at evening, and amidst his distressing cries
of murder, was forced into a post coach. e was then
driven through a densely populated country, 110 miles to
the Uunited States Fort, on the Niagara river, and there
confined. The horses and coaches used in conveying
him from Canandaigua, were owned or procured by ma-

17
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sons. And the owner of a livery stable kept at Roches-
ter, who at that time and now is a royal arch mason, ac-
tually charged the Grand Chapter for the use of his
coaches and horses to Lewiston. Pains were taken to
obtain masonic drivers. The last driver, however, acci-
dentally was not a mason. It was Corydon Fox. He
drove the prisoner, attended by three masons to the grave-
yard, about 80 rods distant from the Fort, and was di-
rected to halt. The party dismounted, and Fox was told
to return to Lewiston. This was in the night time.
Shortly after Fox made some observations about his trip
to the Fort, which excited fears in the minds of the
brotherhood, and within a short period, a special lodge
was called, and Fox was initiated as a member of it, An
unusual number of masons were at Lewiston, and in the
vicinity of the Fort, during the three or four days of Mor-
gan’s confinement there, and nightly visited the Fort.
The sufferings of Morgan were probably terminated on
the night of the 18th of September, 1826.

Morgan was fifty years old; in point of talents and
manners was above mediocrity—had fought in the defence
his country at the battle of New-Orleans, and 1mmedi-
ately preceding his abduction from Batavia had unfortu-
nately for himself and family been concerned in writing
a book upon masonry, disclosing its usages, oaths and

obligations.
It has been fully established by the testimony in the

various trials that have been had, that a great number of
masons have been directly or indirectly concerned in the
abduction and subsequent fate of Morgan. Bat notwith-
standing the publicity of this transaction arising from the
great number necessarily concerned in it—notwithstand-
ing the thousands of dollars offered as rewards by the ex-
ecutive of this State, as well as the governor of Canada,
io those who would give information of his fate, and the
thousands contributed and expended by humane and pa-
triotic citizens to ferret out the iniquity ; and notwith-
standing too, a commissioner has been sent by the legis-
lature, to add his talents and industry to that of the courts
in the country, still no record tells us whose hands have
been stained with the blood of this masonic victim.

The committee assume the fact, that the life of Mor-
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an has been destroyed ; they are compelled to do so,
rom the irresistible weight of circumstances tending to
fortify that conviction. The love of gold, incited by the
great rewards which have been offered ; the love of char-
acter stimulating individuals implicated, and indeed the
fair fame of whole classes of men reproachfully assailed ;
the fear of punishment operating on the agents more im-
mediately concerned ; and in fact every consideration,
that should influence men, pressed them to a re-deliver-
ance of Morgan to his friends and to society, if it had
been possible for them to do so. The people of the west-
ern counties, fully aware of the leading circumstances of
this transaction, and having had more than two years for
inquiry and reflection, have arrived to the decision with
unexampled unanimity, that this man has become a vic-
tim and a sacrifice.

It is conceded that the facts herein detailed to show
the interference of masonry in the administration of jus-
tice, come chiefly under the head of circumstantial evi-
dence—of its weight and conclusiveness, the Senate will
judge ; but it is entirely certain that it fully justifies the
opinion of the commissioner, Daniel Moseley, Esq., ex-
pressed in a paragraph of his report to the Senate, in
which he states that, ““as to his fate subsequently thereto,
it is not yet developed, nor can it be anticipated with
much confidence, to be judicially determined by any tri-
bunal over which men have control.”

The committee will now proceed to remark upon other
evidence which has come to their knowledge, in reference
to the subject before them, of a different but highly alarm-
ing character, and calculated more directly to impress
upon the Senate the necessity of ulterior legislation.
Many masons at the west, whose feelings had been arous-
ed by the enormities of the institution committed in that
quarter, learned from witnessing the temper of the people,
that they should be protected in any infractions of its
laws, They were satisfied beyond controversy, that the
strange oaths of an institution, governed by iniquitous
principles, and used for evil, and sometimes for murderous
purposes, ought in no respect to bind the consciences or
conduct of those, who had imprudently taken them.
They saw the absurdity of supposing that any human
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Letny coull be bound by an oath appealing to the Su-
preme Beingr, when that very oath enjoined an obligation
tir do tisat, whicih 1s 10 epposition to the laws of both God
and man. 'They Enally assembled at Le Roy in conven-
tien, on the iUth of February, 1522, and frankly and
truly stated to the world, the substance of the masonic
oati:a and ohlizations.

Soveral ol tnose miasons who have scceded from the
mistitution, are persenally known to a majority of the
comunittee, and they deem it proper to assurz the Senate,
that they are men of standing in the community, whose
charucters lor veracity are beyond the reach of caluany.
s # *® & % ® # * # e

In the remarks which His Excellency has been pleased
to malke, in his message to the levislature, in regard to
the albduction of Williamm Morgan, and the excited state
oi pubhie focling consequent upon 1ty the committee have
observed, not withiout sensibility, that just appreciation of
tiie purity and intelbzence of the western population of
thie State, which distinetly commands our acknowledg-
ments., This merited enlogium from so hich a source, is
doubly welcome at a period when the opposers of masonry
at the west have Leen nearly overwhelmed by the torrent
of misrepresentation, reproach, and ridicule, heaped upon
tiiem without measure, by the friends of that institution,
i all parts of the State and country. In this condition
they harve sustained themselves, and trinmphantly too, by
the foree ol their own moral feeling, and without the
oidinary means of defence. 'T'he public press, that
mighty engine for good or for evil, has been, with a few
most honorablz escepticns, as silent as the grave. This
self proclairned sentinel of freedom, has felt the foree of
masonic intluence, or has been smitten with the rod of its
power. Iis Fxeellency further observes in that part of
the message referred to the committee, and in relation to
the public feeling aroused at the west, that it would not
be extraordinary if attempts should be made to pervert
this honest mdignation of the people to selfish and sinis-
ter purposes. But the character of those who really feel
what they profess upon this subject, affords the best secu-
rity that the success of such unworthy schemes, cannot
be great, or of long duration.”
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In ascertaining the meaning of this paragraph, the
committee have not deemed it proper or expedient to go
beyond the plain and obvious import of its terms. Any
different sense, arising from a different sort of construc-
tion, would be gladly avoided, inasmuch as its adoption
by the committee, would at once put them in the atutude
of entire disagreement with His Excellency, and render
it doubtfal whether the message in this part of it, mani-
fested that high regard for dignity of station, which is
due from every officer of the government.

Nothing is more proper than that all republican legis-
lation should be characterized by the highest degree of
frankness and simplicity ; and under the guidance of this
spirit, we take the liberty to re-assure the Senate, that
the commitiee entirely concur in the opinion espressed
by His Excellency, in the paragraph quoted above. The
political movements at the west, to which His Excellency
no doubt alludes, have been characterized thus far, and
we trust that they will be hereafter, by a great devotion
to principle, and activity and firmness in the pursuit of
the objects they have proposed. They have proceeded so
immediately from the bosom of the people, that the ordi-
nary restraints of parties and their discipline, together
with the efforts of those politicians, who have heretofore
influenced public opinion, have been laid aside and re-
garded with utter indifference. Satisfied beyond all ques-
tion, that the evils inflicted on the State and country, b
secret, self created societies, were a thousand fold greater
than any that for many years past had been conjured up
by the devices of cunning politicians, the people have
sought with wonderful unity of design, of principle, and
of effort, to destroy, by the peaceful exercise of their
rights at the polls, the existence of the masonic, as well
as all other secret associations,

The wisest and best men among them, who have
neither held nor desired office, have not been able to dis-
cover any better, or indeed any other, mode of effecting
this most interesting object. This peaceful mode of over-
throwing an institution of such amazing power, by with-
holding political support from all its members indiscrimi-
nately, until they shall sunder their obligations to that in-
stitution, and to each other, and return with us upon

17
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equal footing into the social compact, fornishes, perhaps,
one of the hiUhEEl illustrations of the inherent energy and
excellence of our republican form of government, that
has ever been presented. ‘1'he Autocrat of all the Rus-
sias has exerted the force of his edicts against masonry,
Lut without having been able to extirpate it from his do-
minions, Its existence is suffered in Great Dritain, but a
mewber of the Royal family is always at the head of the
institution, ready to repress any attempt affecting the
government. In Irance, no lodges are allowed to sit,
without an agent of the government to watch their pro-
ccedings ; and in Spain, the meeting of the members of
a lodge to admit, and actvally admitting a new member,
is made felony of death.  But in this free country, to
eflect similar objects, no erucl punishments, no govern-
mental force, no state surveillance, is at all necessary,
Here, cvery citizen exercises a portion of the state and
national sovereignty, and if' this is done with a faithful
regard to liis own interest and that of his posterity, by
withholding that, which no one has a right to demand,
the great Dh_]l‘..'f‘l will be effected. Lcm-latmn thercfore,
bmurrut to bear immediately and directly upon the exist-
ence of the institution, if such could be exerted in con-
formity with the spivit of the constitution, as expounded
by a majority, mizht, nevertheless, be considered as a
measute of doubtful expediency; but that lesislative
enactinents, of somewhat ditferent character, and more
prospective in their operation, ought to be m]upted, sCemns
evident from the fearful relation in which the masonic in-
stitution stands, in reference to the rest of the community.

There are now i this State, as appears by a late, and
it is believed accurate, E:mmerﬁtmu, more t]lan 500
lodges ol Freemasons, and about one hundred chapters,
These lodges and chapters have a probable average of G0
members. The whole number of masons then, cannot
be less than 30,000 ; and these are scattered, in pretty
nearly equal portions, throughout the whole population of
the State.

The efficiency of such a body, and so located, none
will doubt. Controlling as it does common funds, and
possessing the advantages of secrecy and activity almost
unexampled ; using the language of signs, and a charac-
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ter for a written language; its members bound by the
most solemn obligations to God and their brethren, they
can surmount all difliculties. ‘T'hese men can effect
every thing within the compass of human effort. If the
order were to exert itself in aid of charitable objects, not
an individual in the State could be either hungry or
naked ; want would be a stranger in our borders; and
vast funds would still remain unexpended. If their zeal
and industry were turned to the occult sciences, to which
they have prolessed a devotion, the driest and most ab-
struse problems of the geometricians, the algebraists and
the astronomers, would, long before this, have been as
familiar to us all, as the road to market. But if unmind-
ful of charitable objects, and neglecting the pursuit of
the arts and sciences, which they have professed as their
leading measures, they should like the rest of mankind,
be tempted by the allurements of power, to make an eflort
to acquire it; all will contess, they must be irresistible,
o long as the people remained ignorant of their secret
de-smus. Nothing but a belief or knowledge of those
tlemtruﬂ and puhlm opinion brought to hear upon them at
the ballot boxcs, n ct:-unten'u]mg measures, would at all
checlk this otherwise resistlcss power.

The opposers of masonry at the west, entertain no
doubt that this institution was originally intended, and ig
now kept up, for the sole purpose of securing to its mem-
bers, unjust advantages over their fellow citizens, in the
various concerns of life, but chiefly with the view of fa-
cilitating their acquisition of political power. To change
this opinion of our western population, is utterly impossi-
ble. 1t is fortified by their own observation. Their ma-
sonic neighbors confirm it, by talking with freedom of
their principles and practices, until they become as fa-
miliar to them, as the highway act, or the act regulating
common schools. But if they still doubted, they have
only to call to mind that when they undertook the great
work of reform, three-fourths of all the offices in the
country, were filled with members of that imstitution.
The operating causes, in producing the success or defeat
of a particular candidate, are not always of easy discov-
. ery. But when for a !ong series of years a large propor-
tion of political and public employment, is in “the hands
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of any given order of men, it is natural that suspicions
should be entertained, that every thing is not right; and
when the disproportion of offices held by the members of
that order, becomes extravagant and enormous, and con-
tinued through a long period of time, notwithstanding the
revolutions of political power, then suspicion yields to
the moral certainty, that there is a principle of evil in
operation of fearful and dangerous import.

At the annuval election last fall, 270,000 votes were
given in this State. If the computation that we have
30,060 masons is correct, they will amount to one-ninth
part of our voting population, and are of course entitled
upon the principle of numbers, to one-ninth part of all
offices. If 1t should be granted, that the members of the
order, have double the talent, and fitness, in proportion to
their numbers, they even then, would not be entitled to
one-fourth of the power of the State, and yet they have
held for years, three-fourths, or very near it. Supposing
them to possess on the average no higher qualifications
than the rest of the community, whicli 1s presumed to be
correct, with the exception of that practised talent and
facility in business, arising from the actual possession of
so great a share of official power, 1t then becomes a
mathematical certainty, that if they hold only two-thirds
of all places of power and trust, in the State, their pro-
portion 1s precisely six times greater than it ought to be,
upon the just principle of equality. The state of things
here presented, astonishing, and conclusive, as it may a

ar to some, is, after all, not surprising when the obliga-
tion of the higher order of masons to each other is prop-
erly considered and understood. One of their oaths ex-
plains the whole matter, and renders the existence of ma-
sonic political action, not only certain, but proves beyond
the shadow of a doubt, that such action is obligatory on
all those masons, who give to the oath a binding force.

To all these high charges, tending so strongly to incul-
pate and disgrace the masonic institution, no defence has
been offered, at all satisfactory to the undertaking. It is
true the guestion 1s sometimes asked, and with much
plausibility, 1s it possible, if the institution is as corrupt
and wicked as has been represented, that distinguished
and meritorious men, and many such are admitted to be



OPINIONS ON FREEMASONRY. 201

members, would continue parties to such a nefarious com-
pact? '1 o this it 1s answered, that masonry, in the day
of its power, allowed none of its members to recede and
express their opinion of its prineiples and practices, with-
out exposing themselves to pnnishment, more hotrid and
inhumman, than any known to the eriminal codes of the
civilized world. 'T'hat there are virtuous and excellent
men who Lelong to the instilution, can be doubted by
none of us, who laok around upon the circle of our rela-
fives, friends and acquaintances.  How this fact is com-
patible with the opinion we maintain, of the character of
the institution, neither time, nor the occasion, will permit
us to explain. DBut now when masonry totters in doubiful
empire ; when her countenance is blanched with fear;
when the red of her power is broken, and she no hmger
dares inflict the ptmishmenh of her inhuman code, it is
believed those wen will fevl that they have a duty to per-
form, of great moment to themselves, to posterity, and
their country.

The committee have now laid before the Senate, in 2
plain and simple manner, some of the principal reasons
which have produced a conviction upon the minds of the
western population, that masonry meddles in the adminis-
tration of justice, and is subversive of the republican
equality, guaranteed by the constitutions of the State and
Union. In doing this, they trust they have not been led
beyond the limits of parliamentary usage, by discussing
subjects not referred to them, or others not german to
those topics, which it became their duty to consider.
They have carcfully abstained from examining the in-
fluence of masonry, whether it be deleterious m' other-
wise to those social and moral relations, which so vitally
affect the prosperity and happiness of mankind. They
bave avoided also, any inquiry into the nature and amount
of its influence, over the religious feclings and propensi-
ties of the memhnrs of that institution, These matters,
however intensely they may interest the moralist and
theologian, are beyond the reach of legislation, and there-
fore, are not, in the opinion of the committee, proper top-
ics for their discussion.

The committee are sanguine in their hopes that the
Senate will think it expedient, from the views of the sub-
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ject herewith presented, to adopt farther legislative meas-
ures for the special protection of the rights and liberties
of the citizens of this State, against the secret and in-
siduous encroachments of a self-created society, to which
they have had occasion so often to allude. A declaratory
and remedial law, by its terms preventing a reputed ma-
son officiating as juryman, in any case where either party
belongs to the fraternity, while the other is not a member,
might do much in quieting the apprehensions of those op-
posed to secret societies. And although no doubt is en-
tertained, that the principles of common law, would with-
out alteration, exclude a mason, in such circumstances
from acting as juryman, yet the difficulty of procuring,
upon the urgeney of the oceasion, the full legal proof that
the juryman proposed is actually a mason, when such is
the fact; together with the further difficulty of proving, at
all umes the nature and character of the masonic obliga-
tions, 1s so great, that the law as it now stands, affords
but little relief against the evil it is intended to remedy.
That the oaths are of such a character and tendency
as to require the interposition of penal laws, to prevent
their future administration, is obvious from every con-

sideration that should influence a republican legisla-
ture.

The English Stat. 37, George III., Chap. 123, con-
tains some provisions in regard to oaths of this descrip-
tion and tendency, which might perhaps with great pro-
priety be engralied into our statute book. The Ist sec-
tion, among other things provides, ** that any person who
administers or causes to be administered any oath, where-
by another becomes obliged to obey any orders or com-
mands of any committee or body of men, not lawfully
constituted, or of any leader or commander, or other per-
son, not havmg authority by law for that purpose ; or not
to inform or rive evidence against any such associate,
confederate or other person, or not to reveal or discover
any unlawful combination, or not to reveal or discover
any illegal oath or other engagement which may have
been administered or tendered to, or taken by such per-
son, or by any other person, or the import of any such an
oath or engagement, shall on conviction be adjudged
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guilty of fElﬂﬂj’, and may be transported for not exceed-
ing seven years.”

While the committee observe in this otherwise whole-
some statute, some of those severities which mark the
character of British penal legislation, and which ought
always to be avoided, they cannot abstain from express-
ing their entire conviction, that if like so many other
British statutes, which we have adopted as our law, it had
been re-enacted in this State ten years since, the immo-
lation of Morgan, with all its afflicting incidents, would
never have happened, to arouse the sensibility and indig-
nation of the people of this State.

But the committee have abstained from reporting, at
this time, any bills embracing either of the objects to
which they have alluded. They cannot now be apprised,
from the recently deranged and morbid condition of the
public press, and other causes, what is the state of infor-
mation, and of opinion of gentlemen of the Senate, upon
this new presentment of an unusual subject of legislation.
They are not aware how the whole subject matter of the
report, they have now the honor to submit, will be appre-
ciated. 'They are duly sensible of the importance of the
subject, and that it is one of nmew impression, and are
therefore inclined, in this stage of their labors, to ask
respectfully, the further direction of the Senate. With
this view, they submit the following resolutions :

Resolved, That the select committee to whom was re-
ferred so much of the governor’s message, as relates to
the abduction of William Morgan, and the proceedings
under the law of last session upon that subject, be in-
structed to report a detailed statement of the evidence
they may now possess, or may hereafter obtain, confirm-
ing the leading opinions, and principal facts, contained in
their report presentm;l the 14th day of Fehtunry instant.

Resolved, That said committee be provisionally in-
structed to report to the Scoate, a bill or bills to carry -
to effect the objects specified in said report of the 14th
day of February instant, to be acted upon, in case the
facts to be reported shall, in the opinion of the Senate,

be sufficiently confirmed.
M. HAYDEN, Chairman.
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AN ADDRESS

Dilivered at Lyons, N. Y, Sept. 11th, 1529, in commemoration of the outrapcs
conmitied on Hmf duy, and suﬁqumm'y ot Willicen Moreran, and oflier
cifizens, by Freemasons ; exhibiting the criminal condurt of the fraternity ;
and confuining an exposilion of the drue privciples of Anti-masonry, y
Myron Huﬂey.

Ferrow Crrizens :—¥We are now assembled, to "con-
sider and commemorate facts and principles which we
deem vitally hostile to the great interests of our country.
These facts are of recent occurrence, and the princi-
ples have been gradually disclosed ln" examining into
the nature, tendency, and origin of the facts. 'lﬂgt.thﬁr,
they constitute an unpara]]eled emiergency in our na-
tional experience; and while they challenge our best
faculties of reflection and judgment, they should be can-
vassed in the spirit of universal -rm.rd will, and with
becoming moderaton. In pt‘ﬂl}:}ﬂl]'l to the welght of
respousibility cast upon us, in every case, should be the
impartiality and completencss of our deliberation, the
singlenesss of our motive, the firmness of our decision,
and the perseverance of our resolution.

In the summer and fall of 1328, a train of events trans-
pired, in this community, oppressive, criminal, and
alarming—involving the most atrocions violation of private
and public right. Of these events it is impossible to give
a minute detail in this address. That can never be done
fully and adequately, till a festering consciousness of
grievous wrong, and-a brave devotion to truth, shall untie
the tongue of Prcﬂmuﬂﬂnr}r The events alluded to are
known to have included successful abuse of the forms of
law, treachery to earnest professions of friendship, cruel
slander, conspiracy, robbery, arson, kidnapping and mur-
der. And shocking as these outrages were, to the moral
sense of an enligh tened people, thn?].r W mllr;l probably,
have been pumshpd lamented, and forgotten, Tike many
other enormous ﬂﬂ"ﬁnces, had it not been for the very ex-
traordinary circumstances following their commission,
and attending all attempts lawlully to investigate them.

No sooner had the feeble cry of those, ‘who sufiered
from them and yet lived, begun to reach the general ear,

than intelligent and respected men, were found adroitly
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engaged in practising the arts best calculated to disguise
their character, and, as far as possible, to conceal them,
The victims were represented as infamous, and unworthy
of sympathy, if they did suffer. But their sufferings were
denied, and the rumors of erime, which it was found im-
possible to hush, were imputed to them as fraudulent
inventions which they had originated and imposed upon
the public, for pecuniary objecis,

These arts were partially suceessful.  The whole com-
munity, for awhile, yielded to them. Many individuals are
still under the delusions, which they produced., But all
are not. The sagacily and habitual inquisitiveness of
some of our fellow ciiizens soon enabled them to discover
irresistible evidence, that foul deeds had been commitied.
And entertaining the gencrous sympathies of freemen, with
an enhghtened convietion, that the safety of all depends
upon the protection of each, they called public meetings,
in several places, at which committees of inquiry were
raised to aid the operation of our legal authorities, in de-
tecting the criminals,

With the exertions of these committees, patriotic and
public spirited as they were, commenced those disclosures,
which have justly filled our country with alarm. The
crimes had been committed by I'reemasons.  1'reemasons
were endeavoring to conceal them. Forgetting all the
obligations of self respect, of civil duty, of social benevo-
lence, of morality, of religion, I'reemasons of extensive
information, wealth, and reputation—men, who had pos-
sessed largely the honors and confidence of their unsus-
pecting country, were found to have been consulted on the
subject of these crimes before they were committed, and
individually and collectively to have sanctioned them;
and this, not casunally, ignorantly, or inadvertently, bat
after months of deliberation and frequent counsel. Con-
sidering the nature of these enormities, the means em-
ployed, and the restraints which were broken through, in
their perpetration, such dangerous outrages npon the prin-
ciples of liberty, were never attempted before, since the
commencement of regulated associations. No human in-
genuity covld array before you all their evil consequences.

We have a government to which we cannot be too
strongly attached. The privilege of establishing it was

18
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obtained through trials, sufferings and achievements,
which have secured to our sage and heroic fathers, imper-
ishable renown. lts principles have been combined with
the most considerate wisdom. And if 1ts administration
has not been perfect, it has been conducted with unequal-
led virtue and success. Under its benignant influence,
religious and civil freedom, were multiplying, extending,
and securing all their benefits. lis power to withstand
the seduction and defeat the assaults of foreign govern-
ments, has been severely, but triumphantly exempliﬁed
Its reputation abroad is honorable ; and its example every
year becoming more attractive. It is rapidly preparing
the public opinion of the world, for the general introduc-
tion and enjoyment of freedom.

Why is our government so effective for good? Why
does it attract the grateful regard of all our enlightened
fellow citizens, and the admiration of every independent
mind? Because it was instituted by the whole people,
and not by a part of them only ; for the protection of the
rights of all, and not for the protection of the rights of a
part merely. Because, while it presents no impediment
to the useful exertions of any, 1t encourages the honest
and strenuous efforts of all, by offering its rewards to
merit anc to merit only. Because it intends to secure the
safety of all, by enforcing, universally, and without par-
tiality, its penalttu upon all oflfenders—and because its
agents are responsible, its proceedings are public, and it
is free. Religion, knowledge, charity, are its open friends,
the pillars of its strenﬂth the objecis of its veneration.
It delights in every exercise of benevolence, in every dis-
covery of science, in all the advances of piety. It is im-
possible to name any attainable good, the pursuit of which,
it would not cherish and honor. But this government is
eminently a government of law. All its benefits result
from the adoption, administration and enforcement of its
laws. Humility before God, and before the laws of such
a government, are kindred and exalted virtues. With
what a proud homage should the laws be obeyed ! Where
their dominion is universal and supreme, what a cheap
defence do they set up, aronnd the great treasure-house
of human rights! And how detestable is rebellion against
them !
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Yet such a rebellion I'reemasonry has raised. It has
violated the dearest rights of nature, and the most sacred
enactments of our laws, and this, in a spirit manifestly
treasonable, for it has done this, in pursuance of solemn,
deliberate, and voluntary obligations to a foreign govern-
ment,—I mean its own,—a government more alien to
that which claims our allegiance, than any that has ever
aftlicted mankind. Fellow citizens, let me beseech you
to look into the government of Freemasonry. Examine it
fully. You can easily comprehend it. You will have to
encounter no arduous labor—you will involve yourselves
in no perplexing inquiries; and you will arrive at no
doubtful conclusion. You will find it a monstrous com-
pound of monarchy and hierarchy, pursuing its objects
with all the badges of fraud and guilt. Its power you
will justly dread, but that s not invincible. lIts distin-
guishing characteristics, you will certainly abhor, but
these you can abolish.

To faithful citizens, all that belongs to Freemasonry
must be odious. Its pompous titles, they will scorn; 1ts
ceremonies, indecent, profane or fantastic, they will con-
temn ; its habiliments, they will deride, as the hailequin
frippery of a barbarous antiquity ; its emblems and tokens,
inocent when innocently used, they will regard with
compassion, as very imperfect means of communication,
to which honest ignorance may sometimes justifiably re-
sort ; its cipher, they will deem evidence of knavery ; its
pretensions, its secrecy, its oaths, its prinﬂirles, and its
power, they will reprobate and oppose. * 3

IFrom the first machination of the recent outrages,
through every stage of their criminal progress, to their
murderous consummation, the proceedings of Freema-
soury have afforded a practical exposition of the principles
deduced from their oaths. And the distinct and fuil
operation of every one of them may be obviously traced,
by those who have been attentive to these fatal transac-
tions. Even to this day, Freemasonry conspires against
the laws, and defies their authority, in the very presence
of our courts of justice. Individual members, by advise-
ment with others, spirit away witnesses from the trial of
indicted brethren,—refuse to testify because by so doing
they must criminate themselves,—conceal the crimes of
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their masonic coadjutots, by perjury,—supply delinquents
of their order with information of their being in danger of
persecution, and with counsel and pecuniary “aid to escape
from the penalties of law,—maliciously slander and per-
secute those, who in obedience to the most sacred injunc-
tions of truth and honor, oppose them,~—and prefer the
interests of the I'ralernil:y to those of their country.

Notwithstanding these foul exertions and the extensive
prevalence of the nefarious principles, on which they are
founded, that justice, which was well nigh suffocated, has
overtaken a few of the felons, and consigned them to the
awards of law, and the detestation, which high crimes
unrepented of, should always find. But the guilt of these
convicts, the infamous punishments, to which they have
been justly doomed, and the execration of honest men,
which they must encounter, seem only the more strongly
to have secured to them, the fellow-feeling and attach-
ment of their unconvicted brethren.

Why is this, my countrymen? Why have not these
convicts been discarded from the sympathetic favor of the
titular kings and priests of the order ? I will tell you.
T'he reason 1s obvious as the sun at noonday. Itis notin
thewit of man, to assign but one reason for such conduct.
The convicts had violated no law of Freemasonry. They
are the victims of unflinching adherence to 1ts require-
ments. ‘They were unhappily sustained, in all the dark
and loathsome steps of their iniquity, by an assured con-
fidence, that they would be protected, upheld and justi-
fied, by the society. Nothing but the firmest conviction
of this conld have induced men of previous good standin
in the community, industrious, wealthy, intelligent ang
influential, to violate the binding ties of domestic life, and
the consecrated securities of civil blessings. This is the
reason, which has effectually prevented the dignitaries of
Freemasonry from expelling, or even censuring, a single
individual of these convicts. It has not been because
they were fearful of exercising their authority to expel or
censure ; for the men who have bravely and worthily re-
vealed their crimes and secrets, for the common good,
they have expelled, they have censured, they have slander-
ed, and persecuted with a malice peculiar to their order.

What is the power of Freemasonry? One of its most
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eloquent orators, in Connecticut, in the year 1825, repre-
sented it as follows: ** It 1s powerful. It comprises men
of rank, wealth, office, and talent, in power and out of
power, and that, in almost every place, where power is
of any importance, And it comprises, among other
classes of the community to the lowest, in large numbers,
active men united together, and capable of being directed
by the efforts of others, so asto have the force of concert
throughout the civilized world. They are distributed too
with the means of knowing one another, and the meaus
of co-operating, in the desk, in the Jeglshtwe hall, on the
bench, in every gathering of business, in every party of
pleasure, in every domestic circle, in peace and in war,
among enemies and friends, in one place as well as in
another ! 8o powerful indeed 1s it, at this time, it fears
nothing from violence, public or private ; for it has every
means to learn it in season, to counteract, defeat, and
punish it. 1t is too late to talk of the propriety of con-
tinuing or suppressing masonry, after the time to do so
has gone by, 8o, good or bad, the world must take it as
it is. Think of it, laugh at it, hate it, or despise it; still
it is not only what I have told you, but 1t will continue to
be; and the world in arms cannot stop it.”

Such are the claims of a permanent self-created society,
which connects the aristocratic part of this community
into a brotherhood, with the Princes, and Nobles, and
Priests, and Generals, of every region of the globe, by
cords, which no power of man, in the proud opmion of
such as are encircled by them, is sufficient to sonder.
And to sanction the existence and pursuits, in our coun-
try, of a power so expansive and redoubtable, and yet,
though political, unknown to the government, the weil
meaning part of the fraternity have fondly believed, the
illustrious names of Warren, Franklin, and Washigton,
could be adduced.

“To err is human.” There has been hut one name
given under heaven, in which no indiseretion, or stain of
sin, could be found. Many of the patriots of the revolu-
tion, especially among the officers of the army, did join
the masonic society. In the number of such, were the
exalted benefactors of mankind before alluded to. DBut
little advantage can the society, in our times, derive from

15"
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this fact. Their great authority, will in no way serve to
cover the accumulated folly and guilt of the higher degrees
of the fraternity, nor indeed of any degree at this day.
And the attempl to use it for such a purpose, it can be
shown, without drawing upon them the imputation of
crime against their country and the rights of man, will
only serve more strikingly to illustrate the dangerous de-
signs of the institution. For hear it, ye friends of equal
rights, and of the government established by your re-
nowned forefathers, these patriarchs of civil hberty, when
they entered the fraternity, had cast off the oaths of alle-
giance to the tyranny under which they were born, and
were batiling for the great privileges of self-government.
Under no bonds of established authority, mm a crisis most
momentous to all the cherished 1nterests of life, and
threatened with all the calamities of anarchy at home,
and of the most formidable and vindictive power from
abroad, an institution offering social ties, of which they
were destitute,—great means of secret communication,
which they needed,—and many subduing motives to obe-
dience, indispensable to their objects, was adopted, by
them, and made successfully instrumental to the overthrow
of the government, against which they used it.

If such men, under such circumstances, in such a
cause, used Freemasonry, not yet clothed with 1ts most
alarming principles and most censurable oblirations,
against a kingly and tyrannical government, shall their
example be cited, to aunthorize its use against a govern-
ient of their own establishment,—a government which
they and their associates contrived, and set up, as the
perpetual storehouse, and sanctuary of all the principles
of freedom ?

Fellow citizens, you will not allow such an abuse of the
inestimable inheritance of their immortal names, In
your offices, in your shops, in your fields, in all your re-
sorts of business or amusement, you have thought too
reverently of the blessings of equal laws, and the rich en-
joyment which their universal and unobstracted adminis-
tration secures, for this.  Participating all the fruits of your
honest and protected tndustry, in the bosom of thriving and
cheerful famtiies, you have felt your hearts burn within
you as you reiflected upon the great founders ol your na-



OPINIONS ON FREEMASONRY. 211

tional family, and these reflections have turned the gentle
currents of your domestic affection into the broad and
swelling tide of patriotism ; but patriotism cannot rebel
against freedom.

Long association in toils and dangers, produces lasting
friendships. Washington found it difficult, altogether to
withdraw himself from Freemasonry, at the close of the
war. It was natural for hun to recollect, with compla-
cency, many of the events which it had been made to
assist. And its claims were frequently pressed upon him,
by old companions. He did not, therefore, wholly re-
nouace it. It had been used by him only for good, and
courtesy and counsistency required him, not violently and
suddenly to cast it off. He did not patronize it afler the
objects of the war had been obtained. It fell into neglect
upon the restoration of peace, and remained so until his
death. He was undoubtedly opposed to its renewal. In
1794, he said 1o several of his confidential friends : * The
real people ocecasiuonally assembled in order to express
their sentiments, on political subjects, ought never to be
confounded with permanent, self-appointed societies,
usurping the right to control the econstituted authorities,
and to dictate to public opinion. Whiie the former was
entitled to respect, the latter was incompatible with all
sovernment, and must either sink into general disesteem,
or finally overturn the established order of things.”

The greatest masonic authority™ in this State, with all
the honors of the institution thick upon him, about four
years ago publicly declared, that masonry was sometines
abused to political objects. In our own village, before
one of its most respectable magistrates, when in the exer-
cise of his official duty, we have seen a bold attempt to
use it for the purpose of procaring impunity from all the
legal consequences of imputed crime. In forty counties
of this State, being all from which aunthentic information
could be obtained, it was ascertained, by the anti-inasonic
convention assembled last winter in Albany, that, in the
vear when Morgan was martyred, there were in office
thirty-three masonic Sheriffs. More than half of the im-
portant public offices in the Union are filled by Frcema-

* Do Witt Clinton.
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sons, though they do not count one in four of the whole
number of persons equally well qualified and eligible to
fill themn. Inquire for yourselves as to the number of
masons, who bave filled the town, county and state
offices, within your knowledge ; and you will not fail to
discern a striking effect of the inequality produced, by the
obligations of Freemasonry.

It you have read the statements of respectable men,
who have renounced it, you have learnt, that in ordinary
times and in many cases, it has successfully assailed the
great duties, upon which all our social advantages de-
pend. Its obligations are utterly destructive of that
equality of right, winich our constitutions and laws are
intended to maintain. They are inconsistent with the
oaths of legislators, judges, grand jurors, petit jurors,
sherifls, and every other public functionary, because they
enjoin illezal and unrighteous favor to brethren, and un-
just and oppressive opposition to the uninitiated, in a vast
variety of the most important exigencies of lite. They
are now, and have long been fatal to that political equali-
ty, which every freeman should most highly prize, because
it is the only efficient means of suppressing all wrongful
inequality.

No man would dare to take upon himself the obligations
of L'reemasonry in public.  Or if he did, no man would
expect public favor afterwards. And shall we permit
their existence, because they are taken secretly T Shall
we yield up all our rights as a boon to Freemasons, for
the fuvor they have conferred upon us, by fraudulently
usurping most of them, through the fatal efiicacy of their
secrecy, their tokens, their cipher, and their oaths 7 Have
we free hearts, free minds, self-respect, social love, intel-
ligence to look before and afier us, and shall we be hewers
G?W{}m], and drawers of water, for an institution rotten to
the core I—of which the principles and deeds have cover-
ed all over with blisters, the fairest body politic that ever
was presented to the admiration of the world T-—of which
the only practical use is to forge, in its gloomy fires, ani
fasten upon us;, and all the umtiated forever, the chains
of a degrading servitude?  Will yon submit to this? [
know you will not submit to it. I know the hour draws
nigh, when the whole country will be arrayed 1n opposi-
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tion to it,—when the Dagon of these Philistines, who
have come upon us,—when the kings and priests of Free-
masonry, with all their courts, their altars, and their
gods, shall sink together into everlasting oblivion, and the
gavel of masonic vengeance, shall be the weapon of of-
ficial oppression no more forever.

To abolish the evils of Freemasonry, open and con-
cealed, is the object of anti-masonry—and what conside-
rate citizen will not approve it? If masonry be the
Pandora’s box from which all possible evils to ourselves
and country, are to be feared, let us shot it up, 1If it be
a noisome seed bed of the most pernicious weeds, let us
eradicate the weeds, remove its smothering enclosure, in-
troduce the cheerful light and the wholesome air—dig it
over, through all its compartments, and sow it with healthy
and nutritious wheat. Whatever it may be likened to,
let us take effectual measures to exclude its evils.

How can this be done? By resorting to the ballot-
box, and by that alone. And shall we be slanderously
and maliciously assailed with insinuations of sinister pur-
poses, and with opprobrious epithets, for betaking our-
selves to this resort? Is it not peaceable? 1s it not
honest? Is it not lawful? Is it not consistent with all
the rights of others? If it is not, then their rights are
wrongs to us, of which we must take the redress into our
own hands.

The right of election is the paramount right of all free-
men. And the place where it is exercised is the holiest,
in the temple of liberty. Shall we not be permitted to go
up, and offer pure homage there? There can be no ac-
ceptable homage, but what is pure. Purity of election
consists in exercising the unmolested right of voting for
the men, whom we think wise to know, and faithful to
pursue, the best interests of the community. The best
interests of the community in which our lot is cast, are
the constitntional and equal rights of the citizens. These
are invaded by Freemasonry. Shall not those who are
opposed to Freemasonry, repel the invasion? Yes. We
will repel it; and that in the most majestic court, that
has ever been known among the sons of men,—in the
gréat court of the whole people, which aonounces its
sentences from the ballot-box.
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Why should we not go into this court for the decision
of our cause ! Shall we not find it as respectable as any
other court? Shall we not find it as honest as any other
court? Shall we not find it as much under a sense of the
necessity of upholding the essential rights of the people,
as any other court? Shall we not find it as inaccessible
to all the biasses of partial influence, as any other court?
We shall. And the interests of this court, which may
God in his goodness perpetuate, are our interests. Truly
we might go into the subordinate courts, established in
our land, DBut we have a right to choose ; and we choose
the court of the people. Is this disreputable? Or shall
we be held to trial, in those courts only, where a large
proportion of the officers have taken oaths against us 17—
where we have found it impossible to proceed to a right-
eous result, of the whole matter, though such a result has
been sedulously pursued, for years '—and where we now
know jurisdiction of the whole case does not exist.

You may repel the invasion upon your rights, (we are
told, by a small number of our fellow citizens, running all
over with candor and liberality ;) but take care not to
avail yourselves of political means, in doing it! You
may repel it, by expressing gentle opinions against it!
You are not obliged professedly and directly to aid the
invasion. Only hold your necks still till the foot of the
invader presses them to the earth, and fair opposition, by
courteons words, may be permitted! Men there are,
who hold this doctrine ; and they go in and out among
us, without the marks of conscinus shame, or undisguised
fatuity, upon them! Of what race are they? They
come not from the true-hearted, investigating, devoted
stock of the asserters of our freedom. They have no
alliance with that class of men 10to whose bosoms, all the
oppressions of 1yranny serve only to burn their abhorrence
of it,—and all the gladdening results of liberty, to hallow
their love of it.

It is merely hypocrisy, and shallow hypocrisy too, for
men of common sense {o pretend opposition to the exist-
ence of any thing, which they would not take the most
effectual honest means to destroy. The reproach cast
upon anti-masonry, for its being political, springs from
attachment or subserviency to masonry; and can spring
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from nothing else. And its taking a political character,
would not be objected to, by those who cast upon it this
reproach, only because, hf being political, it will be suc-
cessful. Political charaﬂter in the sense of adherence to
the just policy of our gnvernmpm which is the sense we
entertain of it, 1s the highest character, which can be ac-
quired by man, in reference to things terminating with
life. And I glory in political anti-masonry.  Anti-mason-
ry is political ; it must be political, or all is lost.

As ciuzens, our liberties are political, our rights are
political, our duties are political. Let us all perform our
duties, in accordance with our rights, and the rights of
others, for the advancement of the just policy of our
government,

But 1t is =aid that anti-masonry is bigoted, and perse-
cuting. Bigotry is an obstinate and blind attachment to
a tenet, ceremony, creed, or party. Anti-masonry is op-
posed, and will forever be opposed, to every tenet, cere-
mony, creed, or party, which infringes upon the universal
rights of man. It is the real democracy of our country,
embracing in its good will, as objects of its protecting
care, every interest, right, duty and enjoyment, of every
individaal in the nation. Persecution means withholding
rights, or inflicting injuries, unjustly. Such persecution
is premsel}* what has called anti-masonry into existence ;
and this name of democratic freedom, will cease 10 exist,
as soon as it has made adequate prmisinn to secure the
rights unjustly withheld, and to redress the injuries un-
justly inflicted, by Freemasnnr}' Shall anti-masanry be
accused of hlgntry and persecution, then, by those too,
who have invoked, upon themselves, all the wrath of the
Almighty if they cease to exercise an obstinate and blind
attachment to the tenets, ceremonies, creed, and party of
Freemasonry, or cease to withhold rights, and inflict in-
juries, unjustly, upon their renouncing brethren and
countrymen !

Wanting nothing, expecting nothing, and fearing
nothing, from the public, but what pertains equally to the
rights and securities of every citizen, | have come before
you as the representative of freemen.  With no bonds
upon my soul, but those of obedience to my Maker,
(would that they were always felt with greater intensity,)
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and with a yet unfettered body, I have spoken to you
freely and indignantly of an institution, which I deem
desperately wicked. But [I entertain no hostility to its
members. I have spoken from a regard to interests,
from which I would by no means shut them out. Amnng
them are numbered some, who partake of the same life-
stream with myself, and who are as dear to my heart, as
the ties of nature, early affection, and enduring sympathy,
can make them. There are others to whom I owe all
that can be required or given, in honor. And I should
consider it as a stigma upon my character to cherish
malice towards any human being.

But ours is a cause of comprehensive benevolence. It
includes the interests of Freemasons as well as our own.
And the most reflecting among them, are already with
us, in their secret convictions. Nothing but a pride, re-
luctant to acknowledge error, and some fear of the vin-
dictive hostility of the fraternity, prevents them from
openly avowing it. They should avow it. Washington
would pursue that course. In the path of renunciation,
you follow his example, my countrymen. With him no
private feelings or interests could supersede the public
good. Even to what appeared to be envious clamor,
injustice, and persecution to all but the high sighted eye,
and all encircling hearts of patriotism, he, and the great
men of the revolution, gave up the society of the Cincin-
nati, to which they were fastened, by all the strong links
struck out in the welding fires of a glorious warfare
Follow their example. Do yourselves the great justice to
discard Freemasonry. By all the unutterable privileges
of life and immortality, by your most precious connexions
and attachments here, and hereafter, by your undying
thoughts, by your unfading hopes, renounce it.
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ADDRESS

O the Republican Anti-masonic Members of the Legisluture of New York, to
their Conslituents.
Fevrow Citizens,

It is the proud boast and consoling reflection of Ameri-
cans, that the free institutions of their country have
trinmphed over all the dangers that have beset them.
Whatever have been the perils that have threatened their
existence, the virtue and inherent energy of the people
have been adequate to every exigency.

Recently the people have been awakened to an alarm-
ing internal danger, of the existence of which they were
unconscious. The abduction and murder of a free citi-
zen, without crime, with the attrocities that attended and
fullowed it, have excited their inquiries, and revealed the
fearful fact that there is in the midst of a confiding com-
munity an institution, the existence of which is incom-
patible with liberty. When the outrage first became
public, the efforts of the neighbering inhabitants were
directed to the enforcement of the laws, the detection
and punishment of the guilty offenders. In the simplicity
of their hearts, they expected universal co-operation. In
the prosecution of objects so just and patriotic, for pur-
poses so high, holy, and humane, they, with entire con-
fidence, expected the powerful aid of the Press, and the
united exertions of their fellow citizens. Far from them
was the thought of arraying a party for any purpose
whatever., Their astonishméht was greater even than at
the perpetration of the outrage, when they discovered the
appalling truth, that it was the work of a conspiracy, em-
bracing large numbers of conspicuous citizens ; that the
prESs was silent as the house of death, or spoke only to
defame and mislead ; that a whole fraternity, claimning
irresistible power, regarded the outrage with cold indif-
ference, or engaged in active efforts to screen from pun-
ishment the guiity perpetrators.

When they met opposition at every step of their pro-
gress; when they found their objects belied, and their
motives impeached ; all their acts subjected to misrepre-
sentation, and their characters consigned to obloquy and

19
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vituperation ; when they perceived that the perpetrators
of the outrage and their abettors were men of peaceful
lives, elevated and unsuspected characters, bound to the
performance of their social duties by all the ties that exist
in civil society, the unwelcome conclusion was forced
upon them that the deeds they had done were not perpe-
trated as the acts of mmdividuals, but as members of their
fraternity ; and that it was the institution that had sinned
through their instramentality.  When the people, excited
by the Morgan outrage, perceived that all efiorts to vin-
dicate the majesty of the laws, by the punishment of the
atrocious violutors, were resisted and rendered abortive ;
when they saw that the fraternity possessed the power to
silence or pervert the Press; to stop the mouths, destroy
the meinaries, or extract the consciences of witnesses; to
extend its baneful influence into courts, and poison the
fountains of justice ; unton became indispensable to the
further prosecution of their righteous objects. 'T'he Re-
publican Anti-masonic party arose from necessity, and
not from design. Opposition caused its formation, and
opposition by assisting to develope the true character of
the masonic institution, is constantly increasing its num-
bers, and will finally insure its trinmph.  Believing it to
be in accordance with your wishes, we have acted to-
gether as a party, upon every befiting occasion.

The attention of the legislature was called, by the ex-
ecutive, to the Morgan outrage, as a subject of legislative
inquiry. The reports made to the senate and assembly,
contain the material facts comprising the history of that
transaction. Other * matters” “ embracing” information
of a graver character, “ exist, which could not in the
opinion of a high judicial officer, with propriety be made
public,” as they would tend very much * to prejudge the
guilt of persons indicted.”  Afier the reports were made,
additional evidence of the extent of the conspiracy was
obtained, but it was deemed unnecessary to make a for-
ther report, as no attempt was made to controvert the
statements of those presented to the legislature, and as
the whole subject i1s 1n a train of thorough judicial inves-
tigation. & gentleman was then appointed to conduct
the prosecutions, at our unanimous recommendation,
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and we look with anxiety and confidence to the result of
his indefatigable and able exertions,

Although the excitement caused by the Morgan out-
rage 1s umverﬂally applanded, with sincerity or aficctation,
the objects of those who obey its nopulse are opposed
and misrepresented. The objects of the Republican
anti-masonic party are plain and freely avowed. They
are to bring to merited punishment, the perpetrators of
an outrage which has no parailel in a civilized commu-
nity ; to annibilate the institution that has filled the land
with crime, and thus to vindicate the laws, purify the
fountains of justice, and rescue liberty from the dangers
that beset it. 'The people, constrained by unwonted op-
pnsmnn rushed together by a spontaneous impulse, to
give concert and stre:wth to their efforts. 'This party,
thus obviously and nea::eqsarﬂjr formed, seems recently to
have excited fearful alarm. Cnnﬁpicuﬂus individuals,
“in power and out of power,” have labored ** in season
and ont of season,” to defame its character, and nnpede
its rapid progress. It is manifest that political men have
taken advantage of the existence of this party to impress
upon honest and unsuspicions republicans, an apprehen-
sion of dunger ; and that designs are in a train of execu-
tion to render the * excitement justly caused” by the
Mt}rgm outrare, *‘ subservient to political and party pur-
poses,” by making it contribute to the sustentation of an
existing political }]:11‘1}?., the leaders of which have never
manifested any peculiar abhorrence of the Morgan out-
rage. A COALITION is formed, Embrauing many
members of the masonic fraternity and those who have
been separated by inveterate pelitical hostility, to resist
the efforts of the people in the work of refermation. How-
ever revolting this unholy alliance may be to the demac-
racy of the State, it is not of a nature to excite surprise.
It displays the characteriztics of the masonic institution.
It illustrates the allegation that the order does possess
a power by which it can bring political antipodes togeth-
er, and unite them in efforts for the common fraternal
gbject of mutual protection and preservation. It is natu-
ral that the order should extend its influence over those
who are elevated to places of authority. Tt is Javish in
its promises of ** all-powerful” support.
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The possessors of power are usually eager for its con-
tinued enjoyment, and readily welcome the aid of adver-
saries to secure it. 'They are invariably the foes of re-
form. T'hey always find it “ difficult to belicve” that
abuses do exist, that corruption triumphs, or that there
can be danger to liberty or the peace of society, unless it
threatens their own security.

History abounds with illustrious though mournful ex-
amples of men, out of power, the bold and ardent advo-
‘cates of popular rizhts, having the clearest visions of
existing evils, and impending ruin, in possession of power,
the blind and * inflexible” adherents of the system they
had dencunced as full of vice and danger. Democracy,
in our country, has been compelled to engage in despe-
rate strurgles with the possessors of power. All its past
expericuce banishes apprehension for the result of another
conflict. If its energies must be pnt to new trials, cer-
tainty of victory invites to the combat. We have been
reminded of the far gone days of intellectual darkness and
mental perversion, when professing Christians, Catholic
and Prolestant and unpretending Quakers were consign-
ed to barbarous and ignomintous executions for imputed
errors in religion. This has been done with the obvious
intent to induce the inference that the spirit which caus-
ed such abominations was kindred to the hostility now
manifested acainst the institution of Freemasonry. Cas-
uists must determine whether weakness of intellect, ob-
liquity of head, or depravity of heart, is chiefly required to
trace a parallel between the relentless sacrifice of Chris-
tian Martyrs, [or speculative opinions, and the infliction
of legal punishment upon kidnappers, incendiaries, and
murderers. It manifests a morbid sensibility for crimes,
a sickly sympathy for atrocious offenders, to attempt to
repress the honest efforts of patriotic zeal, for their con-
viction, by the hypocritical cry of persecution, and the
hollow pretence, that the innocent may be confounded
with the gulty. Religious persecution has affixed a de-
plorable stigma upon the human character and marked
the ages in which it occurred for lamentation and abhor-
rence. [t is an imperious duty upon this more enlight-
ened .generation not to tolerate an order that attempts
a persecution more inexcusable, atrocions and vengeful.
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Religious persecution was perpetrated by the sovereign
authority of communities, It was in accordance with
the spirit of the times, and was the act of the nation.
The victims were subjected to trials according to estab-
lished jurisprudence, and condemned to sulicr penalties
prescribed for violatons of laws intended for universal
operation. We have witnessed an Iustitution possessing
the power and arrogating the right to inflict the penalty
of death upon a delinquent member, for the violation of
no law binding upon the whole community or consistent
with 1ts safety. I former ages are doomed to reproach
for persecutions according (o {ae, more ineffable must be
the disgrace to that generation that permits or tolerates a
persecution more horrid and aiflicting to humanity with-
out law and wn defiance of its authority.  Since the storm
of public indignation has threatened destruction to the
arrogant Order, it pretends that the Morgan outrage was
not demanded by its requirements or in accordance with
its principles. It was long before its proud spirit would
submit to the condescension of offering to an alarmed
community, even that equivocal vindication which terror
has finally extorted. If the allegation be true, the at-
tempted defence is condemning ; for it proves that the
institution is susceptible of monstrous and dangerous per-
version. It 1s in vain to tell of the original worthiness of
object and purity of principle of the institution and of the
many good men who are members of it, and of the more
illustrious characters who have been, if the influence of
all these combined considerations is msufficient to re-
strain the vengeance of whole bodies of the fraternity,
and prevent extensive and powerful combinations for the
violation of the laws and the frusration of the purposes of
justice. But the evidence from various sources is over-
whelming to establish the fact that the outrage with all
its attendant enormities was 1in strict conformity with the
obligations and requirements of the institution. That
such is the truth, is proved by the testimony of a multi-
tude of witnesses from the fraternity, embracing many
“ distingnished for their piety, purity of lives and devo-
tion to their country,” and corroborated by the acts of
multitudes more who still adhere to the institution. The
republican anti-masonic puarty has been accused of perses

19*
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cution and proscription. It cannot fail to excite surprise
and astonishment that this charge should be preferred by
those who, at the same time, boldly proclaim a political
proscription of all those who do not belong to their own
fellowship, although they constitnte a majority of the
whole community. 1f the charge were true, ample jus-
tification would be furnished by the declared principles
and unvarying practice of those who make it. But it is
not true,  Anti-masons proscribe and persecute no man.
The charge is founded upon the fact that anti-masons
resolve wnot to elevale to ofjice those who Apnere to the
wasonic fraternity,  T'his 1s neither proscription nor per-
secution. No individual bas a right to demand the suf-
frage of auother. The bestowment of it is exclusively
the right of him who possesses it. To withhold from an
individual what he has no right to demand and no claim
to possess until it is freely given, is no perseculinn. To
anmibilaie the iustitution of Freemasonry, or render it
harmless, anti-masons have formed the resolution to witf-
hold therr snffrages from those who adhere to the order.
It is no grateful task to make this discrimination. Pat-
riotism enjoins the unwelcome duty, The community
have a right to demand, as justice and safety require,
that its oificers shall be equaL and mirarTIAL as between
their fellow citizens. Freemasons have rendered this
impossible. They have placed them under obligations
which create secret and indissoluble ties, between them
and their masonic brethren, whick do not exist in relativn
to the larger portion of the community. Under tremen-
dons penalties they have sworn allegiance to an alien
power.  They have voluntarily imposed upon themselves
a posilive DISQUALIFICATION. Anti-masons, by their re-
solves, do nothing more than declare the I'uf:t and deter-
mine to give it effect. By ascribing superior force and
sanctity to their masonic oblizations, the members of the
fraternity declare that they will not be bound by oaths of
office in case of conflict. The community can never
have full assurance of their fidelity. Unknown instances
of conflict between masonic obiigations and official duty
may occur, and unaccountable results produced. The
disability can exist no longer than they choose to retain
the disqualification. Whenever they remounce their par-
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tial and seccret obligations and mingle with their fellow
citizens on terms of equality, their eligibility to every
official station is admitted. It is a auer left o their
own free choice, and if they will continue the disqualifica-
tion and cousequent exclusion, they are their own per-
secutors.

The objects of anti-masons is the annihilation of the
masonic institution, not the disfranchisement of its mem-
bers, The method they have adopted is peaceful, lawful
and will prove effectual. It i1s the only way in which the
people can exercise that sovereign and controlling power
with which they are intrusted for the preservation of
freedom and all the blessings it confers. The responsi-
bilities of the people are tremendous, The protection of
liberty is committed to their charge. In attempting the
annibilation of Freemasonry, which threatens its destruc-
tion, anti-masons obey the most imperative injunction of
patriotisin. It is matter of astonishment that any should
be found to blame their determination. Ireemasonry has
now no defenders. When it is alleged that under des-
potic governments and in barbarous times it may have
been useful, a draft is made upon huwman credulity, for no
evidence 1s furnished of its meritorious performances, But
whatever its character, its principles or its deeds may
have been, multitudes of the most worthy members who
have not renounced the order, admit that it has lagged
behind the advancement of the age aud outlived the pf.-nmi
of its usefulness. It is admitted to be unpromising, un-
necessary and worthless : while the great and incieasing

number whom its atrocities have driven from it, declare
the institution to be corrupt in principle, vicious in char-
acter and dangerous in all its tendencies. With this
mass of continually accumulating testimony of the worth-
less or awfully vicious character of the Iustitution,
will any lover of his country hesitate to attempt its
destruction?  Upon republicans the duty is imperious.
If Freemasonry could be tolerated any where, it is
only in attributing governments, where secret associa-
tions may be necessary for the preservation of personal
safety. Even there it would be a powerful instrument of
revolution and of destruction to existing establishments.
But in a rree RepusLic, it is unnecessary and abhorrent.
Democracy assertsthe EQUALITY OF ALL MEN ; on cquality
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in their claim to the enjoyment of social, civil and political
rights and to the protection of the laws. It abhors and
forbids all artificiul distinctions, ranks and orders, * stars
and garters and titles of nobility,” those “ gewgaws that
amuse so many children in the shape of men.” Freema-
sonry contravenes the spirit of Democracy. It i1s monar-
chical n all 1ts structure ; anti-republican in its govern-
ment, purposes, and all ns exhibiwons. If republicans
wish to prepare for the overthrow of their government, no
measure could be more efiectual than the toleration of
the institution of Freemasonry, which inculcates princi-
ples of arbitrary power and slavish obedience the most
abhorrent to frecdom. Which familiarizes their country-
men to the exclusive pretensions of disgusting aristocracy
and the vainglorious distinctions of an arrogant nobility,
Democracy cannot exist with Freemasonry. One will
inevitably destroy the other. The struggle for supremacy
has commenced. It is a struggle not werely for victory,
but existence ; and the world 1s interested in the issue of
of the contest. 'The dangers of I'reemasonry are en-
hanced by its foreion connerions. It is wholly of ForE1cN
oricin, All its new degrees, with their impious obliga-
tions and revolting penalties so prodigally multiplied, are
wholly of forcign invention.

‘I'he institution in this country receives with passive
obedience, whatever is transmitted from the foreign seat
of its empire. Here it has formed a confederacy em-
bracing the whole extent of our republic. All our territory
is parcelled out, and a branch of the institution established
in every section. It has its meetings in the darkness of
night and security of secrecy, for towns, counties, states,
and the whole Union, The institntion is prepared to act
throughout the land, with concert, energy and decision,
and to receive its impulse from foreign command. 1ts im-
meunse resources enable it to attempt the greatest objects,
Nothing is too lofty for its ambition or beyond its means
of accomplishment. In Europe the institution has been
made the cloak of innumerable crimes. 1In its dark con-
claves plots, stratagems, and treason have been designed
against government and religion, and the institutions of
civil society, and put in a train of successful execution,
while its infatuated votaries were unconscious of the ob-
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ject of the master spirits that impelled them to action.
What has been attempted in other countries may be ex-
pected in our own. The organization of the institution
here, fits it for the purposes of treason. Its extended
confederacy furnishes the opportunity for the widest com-
munication. The masonic cipher gives the instrument
of safe correspondence, and its secrecy enforced by horrid
obligations, and appalling penalties, affords the assurance
of security. The question then is presented to the
American people whether they will sacrifice Democracy
or annibilate the institution of F eemasonry, which threat-
ens its existence. It is a question intercsting to every
inhabitant of this land. It summonses him to exertions
for the preservation of freedom and its countless blessings,
It stimulates hun to display the spirit and emulate the
patriotic devotion of the revolution who put all that is dear
to man in peril to preserve their liberties from foreign
encroachment. A FOREIGN DOMINION incumpati-
ble with those liberties, exists and exerts its malignant
influence for their destruction. The crisis calls for the
energies and virtues inspired by reverence for ancestral
example. Those manly qualities will ensure to the prin-
cip]es- of Democracy, a NEw, a GLORIOUs and ENDURING
triumph.

The republican anti-masonic party has the most ani-
mating prospect of speedy and complete success. It has
experienced great impediments from the silence or mis-
representations of the Press, enslaved by masonic influ-
ence. Numecrons free presses are now established, and
liberally patronized, and greatly increased. Notwith-
standing the recent and unfounded statements of THE
COALITION, the cause is every where advancing. It
is the assurance of this fact that causes such fearful
alarm. Republicans are awakening to the fact, that an
effort is nmking to render their honest attachment to prin-
ciple and to party, subservient to the defence and susten-
tation of Freemasonry, They are incapable of submitting
to such humiliation. The moment the masonic I‘r*ltf-rmtjr
shall be arrayed in one political party for mntual protec-
tion and preferment, universal conviction will be produced,
of the nature and power of their obligations, and will be
quickly and inevitably followed by the accomplishment of
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the object of the republican anti-masonic party—the anni-
hilation of the dangerous institution.

To the mind of the humble believer in the Christian
religion, Freemasonry presents characteristics that de-
mand his most solemn meditation.  Its religious creed 13
not the creed of any people on earth, who profess adora- -
tion for n Supreme Bewg. It is neither Catholic nor
Protestant Christianity, nor Islamism, Judaism, nor Pa-
ganism, and yet egmh’; atlepted to all! Instead of being
religion, or the handmaid of it, the masonic creed 1sa
mock resemblance or impious substitute, It teaches its
votaries to blaspheme their Maker, banishes all just ideas
of the atonement nade by the Saviour, and prepares the
chambers of the mind for the lodgement of infidel prin-
ciples.

Those who first engaged in the rizkteous cause of vin-
dicating the laws and rescuing from disgrace the charac-
ter of the State, have felt the force of masonic power, and
experienced I;Ile unmeasured effects of 1ts venzeance,
While they have been accused of persecution, they have
experienced and witnessed its relentless rage.  Uhey have
persevered amidst innumerable difficalties and appalling
perils, and have individually seen and felt too much of
the peculiar characteristics of Precmasonry to be insen-
sible of the necessity of exerting all their energies until
the overthrow of the institution is accomplished, Foul
calumuies have been uttered, and vnfounded charges n
profusion preferred against them. They have been ac-
cused of seeking office and power as thongh such objects
were criminal.  And who are the accusers?  Tlhose who
already possess power, er are greedy for its enjuyment.
T'hose who malke politics a trade, charge them with having
political designs,  As though it were a heinous offence in
one clags of citizens to strive for objects to the pursuit of
which it is commendable virtue in others to dedicate
their lives. Anti-masonry seeks no CONCEALMENT,
nor shrouds its operations or desirns, in the mantle of
darkness or SECRECY. Its objects are pruchunﬂd
and if 1t desires power, it is because the possession is in-
dispensable to their accomplishment. The sin of anti-
masonry, in the eyes of the fraternity, is not solely or
chiefly that it attacks the mystic order, but that it
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threatens to disturb its members in the nearly exclusive
enjoyment of oflice, influence, emolument and power.

Time, that never fails to test the merit of things, will
furnish the refutation of the charges liberally preferred
against those who are engaged in the anti-masonic cause,
To the charge of insincerily, they oppose an inflexible
perseverance in the attainment of their avowed objects.
To that of persecution, an invariable abstinence from all
displays of malevolence and perpetration of acts of out-
rage and violence, Let them prove themselves, accord-
ing to their profession, the friends of peace, morality, re-
ligion and law. Against the malevolent accusation of
being factionists, let them exhibit a uniform and un-
swerving adherence to the principles and the usages of
democracy And to refute the charge of being without
a plan or worthy ebject, let them continue the steadfast
and ardent advocates of a liberal, enlightened and judi-
cious policy, calculated to extend and diffuse the blessings
of a free government, promote the interests and advance
the glory of the State. Public opinion governs the world.
The institution of Freemasonry is now subjected to its
scrutiny, and its decision will bring to it exaltation or over-
throw. The peorLe have underiaken the work of inves-
tigation, and to them exclusively belong and may safely
be intrusted the task of its prosecution. Full confidence
may be indulged that they will conduet it in a manner to
commend, without appmhensmn their acts, their motives
and their ﬂhjEEtE to the just discrimination and enlight-
ened judgment of a judging world,

Albany, May 5th, 1829.
M. HAYDEN, Ch'a.

AsNEr Hazerming, Sec'y.
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ADDRESS OF THE MASSACHUSETTS ANTI-MASONIC
CONVENTION TO THE CITIZENS OF THE
COMMONWEALTH.

FeLnow Crrizess,

“ Wz hold these truths to be self-evident, That all men
are created eqnal ; that they are endowed by their Crea-
tor with certain unalienable richts ; that among these are
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” On these
fundamental principles of civil and religious right, the
peaple of these United States not ounly cast off the ynke of
foreizn domination, but *the whole people covenants
with each citizen, and each citizen with the whole peo-
ple, that all shall be governed by certain laws for the
common good.” We consider it therefore, the duty of
every citizen to watch for the public welfare to smmd
the alarm in view of public danger; and to encnuraée
laudable measures, which may be devised for the salety
and interest of the whole. Although fulse alarms are
never to be created, and existing maladies are to be
cured by the best possible remedies; yet, when public
evils do exist, free men should never suffer themselves
to rest until those evils are eradicated. The common
cause of our common country, demands the utmost vigi-
lance of an intellizent community. In order that this
vigilance may be maintained, it 1s necessary that corres-
pm}dmﬂ exertions be used to scatter light upon every
subjet.t which has an important political hearlnﬂ' Light
being diffused upon such subjects, and the attention of
the people being directed to those things which are either
salutary or prejudicial to the public good; it argues
either a want of moral principle, or a criminal degree of
apathy, not to feel intercsted; and those who feel deeply
interested, must acf. But men of intelligence and in-
tegrity, will act openly, honestly, consistently, understand-
ingly, and perscveringly. They will not shrink from
the scrutiny of their fellow citizens, nor seek to hide
themselves from the public eye; and while they adopt
and pursue, with a steady, undeviating course, those
measurcs, which they deem for the general interest, they
will frankly and ingenuously give the reasons of their
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conduct, that the public may approve or condemn, as
occasion may require,

On this ground, we consider it not only the right, but
the oblization, of citizens ol this Commonwealth, in con-
cert with others of our sister States, to assemble for the
express purpose of Investizating the nature, tendency,
and political bearing of Freemasonry. -

We are aware that this snbject is one of great interest,
and, In its own nature, exceedingly delicate ; inasmuch
as it relates to the opinions and practice of many, who,
for talents, learning and integrity, are ranked among the
first men in our country.  We are, likewise, by no means
insensible, that a thorongh investigation of this subject
must bring us in onpleasant collision with men whom we
highly regard for their moral worth, and with many to
whom we are bound by the stionzest ties of social and
relative friendship. We would, therefuore, have it dis-
tinctly understood, that we have neither collision nor
controversy with masons as men, but only with men as
Masnns, -

While however, we are willing to concede to masons,
as men, all that is just, honorable, virtuous and paisewor-
thy, on their part; we are nof willing to admit, that all
the talents, and ell the learning, and all the moral worth,
of our common country, are the pergmisite of the masonic
fraternity. We are not willing to admit that they *“are
the people,” and that *‘ wisdom will die with them.”
However highly we may respect masons as men ; we can-
not concede, that aprons, sashes, jewels, mitres, secret
rites and obligations, or princely titles, can justly secure
to them prerogatives of honor, profit and trust; or that
they are more deserving of public confidence, than any
other class of citizens. We cannot stand afar off, and
“ exceedingly fear and quake,” because of the * awful
mystery,” which, for a century past, has hung over this
institution ; nor can the venerable locks of some of its
members, its pretended claims to sanctity and ** holiness
to the Lord,” nor even the sword of the * tyler,” awe us
into silence ; or hinder our drawing near to scrutinize
the foundation, materials, and *‘ cap-stone” of this mys-
tical building.

These things premised, the delegates from several

20
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counties mn this Commonwealth, convened for the purpose
of investigating the prmmples of Speculative masonry,
now beg leave to place before their constituents, and fel-
low citizens in general, certain reasons, why they consid-
er the masonic nstitution as daugernus to our civil and
relicious liberties,

The first reason which we would offer, relative to this
subject, and which demands our serious consideration, is
this :

Ttir MASONIC FRATERNITY HAVE ERECTED FOR THEM-
SELVES A DISTINCT, AND INDEPENDENT GOVERNMENT,
WITHIN THE JURISDICTION oF THE UNiTED STATES.

It cannot be denied, that any community, arrogating
to itself the right of pumahmg offenders, not recognized
by the laws of the land ; and, espﬂcmlly, hnldmﬂr in its
own power, the lives of its memhers must, so far, be
considered as claiming independence, "and refusmg,
these respects, to hold itself amenable to any higher au-
thority. But, that the masonic fraternity have done this,
and still persist 1n their claim to independence, has been
made to appear by the most satisfactory evidence. The
testimony of their own members has abundantly shown,
that they have instituted a code of Jaws, not subject to
the supervision of any civil power; and this code is san-
guinary. The code of laws in this institution, consists
in the several “oaths or obligations” of its several de-
grees, to every one of which a penalty is annexed ; and
that penahy is death. Every Freemason, in every degree
by which he may advance, 1s made to swear, that he “will
forever conceal the secret rites and principles of the in-
stitution ; his acting himself * under no less penalty,”
than to die a most horrid and barbarous death, if he
should ever knowingly or wilfully violate any essential
part of his obligation. In order to have a fair view of the
barbarous and sanguinary nature of this code, it may not
be improper to recapitulate the penalties of the first seven
degrees, The Euntered Apprentice * binds himself under
no less penalty than to have his throat cut across, his
tongue torn out by the roots, and his body buried in the
rough sands of the sea. I'he penalty of the Iellow
Crafl 1s, ‘ to have his left breast torn open, and his heart
and vitals taken from thence, to be thrown over his left
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shoulder, and carried into the valley of Jehoshaphat.’
The Master Masoun swears under the penalty of having
his body severed in two, his bowels burnt to ashes, and
the ashes scattered to ‘ the four winds of heaven.’ The
candidate for the fourth degree, ‘ binds himself under no
less penalty, than to have lns right ear smote off, and his
right hand chopped off as the penalty of an imposter.’
The Past Master swears under the penalty of having his
“tongue split from tip to root.” The Most Excellent
Master binds himself under the penalty of having his
““ breast torn open, and his heart and vitals taken from
thence, and exposed to rot on the dung hill.” The Royal
Arch Mason imprecates the penalty of having his *skull
smote off, and his brains exposed to the scorching rays
of the sun.”

Such, fellow citizens, are the sanguinary penalties, by
which the masonic code is sanctioned, up to the seventh
degree. Those of the higher degrees, are of the same
nature, except, that if possible, they increase in bar-
barism.

Now it is vain for masons any longer to deny, that
these are the penalties by which the laws of their institu-
tion are enforced; because those obligations have already
become the suhject of judicial remrd as developed, un-
der oath, in courts of justice.

It is i:a-qumllg,r vain for them to pretend, that these pen-
alties have received only a passive signification. The
obligations speak for themseives. No person can read
them, with an unprejudiced mind, without receiving the
strong, immediate and horrid 1mpression, that they were
intended to be put in execution. Some of us, likewise,
know, from our own observation, that these obligations have
been uniformly administered in lodges and chapters, and
suffered to stand, as literally expressed, without note or
comment. The candidate is made to bind himsell ** un-
der no less penalty,” than to suffer thus and so, if he
“ ghould prove wilfully guilly of violating any part of his
obligation.” But what is a penalty? Johnson says, it is
a * punishment;” “judicial infliction,” ** forfeiture upon
non performance.” It is a contradiction in terms, then,
to say, that a penalty is merely passive. The delinquent
also, in the terms expressed, is supposed to prove ** wil-
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Sfully guilty” of violating some part of his oblization ;
which could not be the case, il the secrets of masonry
were extorted from him by persecution, The very terms
therefore, ““ wilfully guifty,” as expressed in the oath,
are a fair exposition of the penalty, and show at once,
that it was iutended to be put In execution, in case of
delinguency. I'he candidate also, is made to swear, that
he * will obey all regular signs, summouses, or tokens,
given, handed, sent, or thrown,” to hum, from a brother,
or companion of the same deuree, or from * the body of
a lawfully constituted lodze” or ““chapter of such.”
This part of the oath ton, is left without note or comment.
The candidate is to ““ obey all regular signs, surmmonses,
or tokens,” whether to be tried and condemned himself,
or tc try and execute a brother, who may have violated
his masonic engagements. ‘This precisely aceords with
the charge given “to the Fellow Craft, as expressed in
Webb’s Monitor: “our laws and rt--rnhunns you are
strenuously to support; and be always :-"ersf!_; to assist in
seeing them duly cvecuted.”

But, if we had any doubt respecting the design, nature
and tendency ol masonic laws; we have a fair and direct
exposition in the higher degrees. The “Thrice Iilus-
trious Knight” 1s sworn in the following words: * You
further swear, that should you know another violate any
essential part of this obligation, you will nse your most
decided endeavors, by the blessing of God, te bring such
person to the strictest and most condign punishment,
agreeably to the rules and usages of our ancient frater-
nity.” The Elected Knight of Nine swears, that he
“will recenge the assassination of our worthy Master, Ii-
ram Abiff, not only on the murderers, but also on all, who
may betray the secrets of this degree”  He also consents,
in case of his own delinquency, *“ to be struck with the
dreadful poniard of venoeance. 'The “Illustrions Elec-
tor of Fifteen” binds himself under the penalty of having
his ** bady opened perpendicularly and horizontally, and
exposed to the air for eight hours, that the flies may prey
on the entrails ;" and swears “to be ready to mflict the
same penalty on all who may disclose the secrets of this
degree.” The Knight of the East and West binds him-
self *“under the penalty of not only being dishonored, but
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to consider his life as the immediate forfeiture, and that
to be taken from him with all the tortures and pains to
be inflicted in manner as he had consented to in his pre-
ceding degrees.” "The * Knight of the Eagle, and Sove-
reign Prince of Rose Croix De Heroden,” is shown a
symbolic representation of Hell, and then addressed in
the following language: *“ T'he horrors which you have
just now seen, are but a faint representation of those you
shall saffer, if you break through our laws, or infringe the
obligation you have taken.” o the * Knight of the Eagle
or Sun,” is explained the following emblem: *“ By the
man you saw peeping, and who was discovered, seized,
and conducted to death, is an emblem of those who came
to be initiated into our secret mysteries through a motive
of curiosity, and, if so indiscreet as to divulge our obli-
gations, we are bound to cause their death, and take ven-
geance on the treason, by the destruction of the traitor.”
In accordance with this sentiment, the Knight of Kadosh
swears ‘“ to take revenge on the traitors of masonry,” and
““ to yield submission and obedience, on all occasions, with-
out any restrictions, to the orders of the Illustrious
Knights and Grand Commander.”

Now, if we can attach any meaning whatever to ma-
sonic language, or understand the genius of any human
government ; we must have the irresistible conviction,
that the masonic fraternity have intended to assume the
power of life and death over their own members. If so,
they must be considered as establishing an independent
government, within the jurisdiction of the United States.
If they are governed by the spirit and letter of their legal
code, they must assume the right to punish with DEATH,
independently of any other power, offences which are
neither known nor recognized by the law of the land.
This sentiment corresponds with language used by the
grand lodge, in the State of New York; and the same
diction, with little variation, is used by the grand lodge
of this Commonwealth. ** Every grand lodge,” says this
first mentioned body, * has an inherent power and autho-
rity, to make local ordinances and new regulations, as
well as to amend and explain the old, for their own par-
ticular benefit, and the good of masonry in general, pro-
vided always, that the ancient land-marks are preserved,

20*
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and that such regulations be duly prepared in writing for
the consideration of the members. 'T'his has never been
disputed ; for the members of every grand lodge are the
true representatives of the fraternity in communication ;
and are an abselute and independent body, with legislative
authority —provided as aforesaid, that the grand wmasonic
constitution be never violated, nor any of the old land-
marks removed.”

“ Here,” in the language of one who has written on
this subject, ** without any reference to the government
of the United Siates, or to any other government, every
grand lodze claims to be an ‘ absolute and independent
body, with legislative authority and inherent power’ to
make what laws they please for their own particular
benefit and for the good of masonry, (not for the good of
mankind,) in general.,”

Masonic language and masonic legislation, then, as-
gume as high prerogatives, and as independent authority,
as any government on earth; and will cope with the
spirit and diction of the United Colonies, when they de-
clared themselves “ free and independent States.” DBat,
the gnod judgment of every intelligent citizen must teach
him, that it can be ncither for the inferest nor the safety
of this republie, to have an independent and Increasing
power, springing up within our own territories; making
laws for itself; assaming the prerogative to punish with
death, or otherwise, offcnces of its own creating ; and
holding itself amenable to no legislature or executive in
the United States. It is on this very principle, that the
Executive of the United States has refused to protect
some of our Indian tribes, DBut if the Indians, in a small
local territory, are not to be countenanced 1n *‘ creating
an independent government;” how can it be consistent
to connive at the caistence and growth of a power which
has defied *° the world in arms,” in the very heart of our
country, and whose members are scattered over the whole
land ?

Another evil of which we complain, relative to the ma-
sonic institution, is, its unlimited and unrestricted funds.

Our legislatures, in framing the charters of corporate
bodies, have wisely provided, that the funds of such bodies
shall be devoted to specific objects, and shall never ex-
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ceed 2 certain amount. They have done this, on the
principle, that unlimited and unrestricted funds, in the
hands of any class of people, are always dangerous.
Wealth is power. It is of vast importance therefore, that
funds, in the hands of corporate bodies, be limited and
restricted by civil Jaw. Otherwise they may, at the con-
trol of ambitious and unprincipled men, prove a most
powerful engine against the State, or be devoted to pur-
poses subversive of the public good. Bat, to what limita-
tion or restriction are the funds of the masonic fraternity
subjected ? or what support do they lend to civil govern-
ment? 'T'he members of this society may accumulate hun-
dreds of thousands, in secret, subjected to no tax, and
responsible to no civil power. Who knows also, the real,
secret object, for which those funds are created? They
may be created fer purposes of masonic charity ; and
they may be created and managed fo the subversion of
every civil government on carth.

It is no less obvigcus to us, that the masonic institution
practises the foulest imposition. It professes, indeed, to
be am institution of science, charity, and moral viriue.
But, examining the first principles of the institution, as
they have been developed in hundreds of instances, we
cannot bat be surprised and shocked, at the gross fraud
and extortion which it has practised upon our young men.
It would be easy to adduce examples in demonstration of
this truth ; but as the secret rites of Freemasonry have all
been laid before the public, we would urge every citizen
to examine for himself.

The immorality of Freemasonry, is another thing, to
which we would invite the attention of the public. Every
man of principle, intelligence and reflection, must admit,
that the stability of our government, and the security of
our rights and privileges, must, in a great measure, de-
pend upon the prevalence of sownd morality. But, we
<annot think, that the secret rites and obligations of I'ree-
masonry, are, in any degree, calculated to enforce the
principles of moral virtue. On the contrary, we have the
strongest conviction, that they tend to harden the heart,
stupify the conscience, and to eradicate every degree of
moral sensibility. 'T'he frequency and barbarous lan-
guage, with which oaths are administered, in this institu-
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tion, and the inhuman penalties, with which they are
sanctioned, must naturally lead moral beings to trifle with
the oath of God, imposed by civil authority. The inde-
cent and ridiculous ceremonies of initiation, intermingled
with prayer and reading the scriptures, must tend directly
to turn sacred things iuto contempt. The awful familiar-
ity with which the name, titles, attributes, and word, of
the Deity, are used, as * pass words;”’ the profane and
farcical representation of ‘“the burning bush,” the ark
of God, the pot of manna, and the rod of Aarml, we
think can amount to nuthmg less than blasphemy. In
short, all the ceremonies and appendages ol the masonic
insti!utiﬂn, from the first to the forty-third degree, we
consider directly calculated, and most artfully countrived,
to lead on, step by step, into blank Atheism. We fear
not to appeal to any unprejudiced minds who will examine
these degrees, as they have been disclosed by Bernard
and others; and to alfirm, without the least apprehension
of being contradicted, that the whole system is directly
calculated to overturn every religion, and every civil gov-
ernment on earth. T'his object is fully disclosed by the
“ Knight Adept of the Eagle or Sun.” Alfier explaining
masonic symbols, in the preceding degrees, as secretly,
though really, levelled against the first principles of every
existing religion and government, the * Grand Master, or
Thrice l’utssant addresses the candidate in the fuﬂmwng
words : “ Hﬂhnld, my dear brother, what you must fight
against and destroy, before you can come to the know-
ledge of the true good and sovereign happiness! Behold
this monster which you must conquer—a serpent which
we detest as an idol that is adﬂred by the idiot and vulgar
under the name of religion.”

In looking at the principles of Freemasonry, we are
constrained to believe, that it subverts the administration
of justice. 'This is the natural tendency of masonic
oaths; as will appear from the following extracts. To
aid a brother, and keep his secrets, the master mason
binds himsell explicitly. * Furthermore, do I promise
and swear, that | will not give the grand hailing sign of
distress, except I am in real distress, or for the benefit of
the craft, when at work ; and should I ever see that sign
given, or the word accompanying it, and the person who
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gave it appearing to be in distress, I will fly to his relief
at the risk of my life, should there be a greater proba-
bility of saving his lite than of losing my own.” ¢ [ar-
thermore, do I promise and swear, that a master mason’s
secrets, given to e in cliarge as such, and I knowing
them to be sueh, shall remain as secare and mviolable 1a
my breast as 1 his own, when communicated to me,
murder and treason excepted; apd they lefi to my own
election.”  Now who would expeet, that a master mason,
feeling himself bonnd by Lis masonic vath, wonld disclose
“ the truoth, the whole truth, and nothing but the trath,”
when called to testify against a brother in a court of jus-
tice, especially when lLe saw from that brother * the
grand hathng sion of distress 7’ Bar, let vs hear the
Royal Arch mason.  * Furthermore, do I promise and
swear, that T will aid and assist a companion Roval Arch
mason, when engaged in any difficuity ; and espouse lus
causze so far as to extricate him from the same, if 0 my
power, whether he be right or wrong. Furthermore, do
I promise and swear, that a companion Royal Arch ma-
son’s secrets, civen me in charge as such, and [ knowing
them to be soch, shall remain as secure and invinlable m
my breast as in his own, murder and treason not exeepted;”
or, as it is adinind istored in some Chapters, “in all cases
without exceplien.”  We now ask any citizen, who is not
a mason, if, engazed in litigation with one of the frater-
nity, he is w “II]ﬂ" bis canse should be submitted toa
jury, bound under 1o Jess penalty, than to have each his
“ skull smote off,” that they will aid and assist their ** com-
panion, when Enr'ufmd in any difficelty, and espouse his
cause, o far as to extricate him from li'e same, whether
he be ?Tg.u‘. or awrenx P If the jurors have any I't"g"ll‘d to
the masonic oath, will they not feel bound to render a
verdict in favor of their brother or enmpanion, whether
just or unjust?  This is no more than a fair and literal
expression of the Royal Arch oblization; and we have
the testimony of men, who have been familiar with ma-
sonic usages, and whose intearity has long been establish-
in view of the public, that the cause ﬂf]ust:t:e has been
thwarted repeatedly throngh the influence of masonic
oaths.

Freemasonry tends to defeat the desizn of the civil law,
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and to paralize the arm of justice in the punishment of
crime.

Freemasons are not only sworn to keep their brother’s
secrets, and to defend and espouse his cause, whether
right or wrong, but to warn him of approaching danger,
and, if possible, effect his escape. The foree of such ob-
llcruuuus rezarded by the brotherhood, must afford a
broad covering for the blackest crimes, and lav the foun-
dation for many a villain to elude the stroke of justice.
In demonstration of this fact, we appeal to the Morean
conspiracy. The success and facility, with which many,
engaged in that barbarous transaction, have insulted and
set at defiance the majesty of the civil law, afford melan-
choly proof, that masonic obligations are but too well
observed. It affords an aﬂ'enllnfr illustration of those
unhallowed words, to keep a cnm;mniun’s secrets, in all
cases whatsoever, and to espouse his cause, and grant him
aid *“in any dificulty so far as to extricate him from the
same, whether he be right or wrong.” It cannot be de-
nied, nor ought to be concealed, that whole lodges, chap-
ters and encampments, and even the Grand Lodge and
Grand Chapter of one of the States, have been prompt to
relicve their criminal brethren and companions in dis-
tress ; and have not hesitated to bestow of their funds, to
thwart the exertions, and paralize the effects of the civil
power. Even those Freemasons, who have been con-
victed of the foulest crimes against the laws of their
country, have had their prisons turncd to palaces, their
hearts cheered with every desirable luxury, and are still
owned by the fraternity, as trusty companions and worthy
brothers. It is indeed, mockery, and adding insult to
injury, for any to pretend, in the face of these * stubborn
facts,” that Freemasons do not mean to shield one another
from the arm of the civil law.

[t is an alarming consideration that the public press has
been so much under the control of masonic influence. A
free press may be considered the very bulwark of our
civil and religious liberties. Who are our sentinels and
watchmen, bt those who manage the public press? Bat
our edtmrs with a few honorable exceptions, relative to
this suh]ent have been, as it appears to us, unreasonably
reserved. Bating a few, who have been continually
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chanting the praises of Freemasonry, and pouring forth
abuse and Billingsgate on all who dare oppose ; and here
and there a champion for the truth, who had the temerity,
in opposition to masonic threats and masonic corruption,
to sound the alarm, and tell aloud the tale of wo, which
had yet scarce been whispered to the western zephyr;
almost the whole corps seemed to be mute with astonish-
ment. Masonic bribery had almost effectually poisoned
all our streams of public information. No one could
know the truth ; no one could tell what to believe. Were
it not for the anti-masonic presses, which have sprang up,
almost simultaneously, like here and there a star to * glit-
ter upon the mantle of night;” our political horizon
would still have been left in worse than Egyptian dark-
ness. But from the demonstration we have had of
masonic control over the public press, a free people have
reason to be jealous, and take the alarm. If the fountains
of intelligence must either be stopped, or corrupted, by a
powerful, secret combination, we may as well barter away
our birthright for a mess of pottage, or sell our liberties
at auction, like the Roman empire, despoiled of its
strength, opulence and glory.

We cannot but learn, with serious apprehensions for
our dearest rights, the artful and insidious measures, with
which Freemasons have been thrust into offices of power
and trust. In looking at these offices, in places where,
perhaps, one eighth of the freeholders are masons, we shall
find more than seven eighths of the offices in possession
of the brotherhood. Where, fellow citizens, will you
find a public key, of any considerable importance, that is
not in the hands of a mason? Where will you find an
important public office, of any considerable lucrative en-
couragement, that is not filled by a mason? We are
sure, that the disparity in official appointments, as divided
between Freemasons and other classes of our fellow citi-
zens, 1s so great, that it could not have been the result of
accident. Whoever will examine this part of the subjeet,
will find that facts speak for themselves, and that their
testimony is irresistible.

Now, although we would not deny to Freemasons, as
men, in common with others, any right, prerogative or
perquisite, of civil community, to which talents and in-
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tegrity may justly entitie them; yet we are constrained
to consider any secret or clandestine measures, which
they take to thrust thelr own members into office, as
altogether a usarpation ; and such an one as 1s directly
calculated to subvert the very first principles of our con-
federate republic.

We do not feel ourseives at liberty to conclade this
document, without urging our fellow citizens to reflect
upon the awful imprecations of Freemasonry, These are
so numerous, that we could not give a full view of their
horrid and blasphenous 1mport, without transcribing a
very considerable part of every masonic * obligation.”
We will select, as an example only the following, from
one of the Kuight's degrees. In receiving his libation
from 2 lwman skuil, the candidate swears, “ May this
Libation appear as a wilness against me, both bere and
hereafier,—and as the sins of the worid were laid upon
the head of the Savi our, so may all the sins committed by
the person whose skull this was, be heaped upon my
head, 1n addition to my owi, should 1 ever knowingl
or wilfully violute or transgress any obligation that
have heretohre taken, take at this time, or shall, at any
future period, take in relation to any degree of masonry,
or order ol knighthood.” Upon such i imprecations as
these, let every citizen make his own comment.

We also feel it our duty, though with great reluctance,
to adrert to the malignant and perse r:urm.:,r spirit, incul-
cated in some of the first principles of 1" reemas&nr}', and
which has been too faithfully carried into effect against
all those, who have had the temerity to transgress her
secret and mysterious laws, Take, as an example, an
extract from an oblization administered to the Thrice 1l-
ustrious Knight of the Red Cross.  * You further swear,
that should you know another to violate any essential
point ef this obligation, you will use your most decided
endeavors, by the blessing of God, to bring such person
to the strictest and most condign punishment, agreeably
to the rules and usages of our most ancient fraternity ;
and this by pointing him out to the world as an unworthy
vagabond; by opposing his interest, by deranging his
business, by transferring his character after him wherever
he may go, and exposing him to the contempt of the
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whole fraternity and the world, but of our illustrious or-
der more especially, during his whole natural life.” Here
(00, let our fellow citizens judge, whether such a spirit
as this, enforced by a sanguinary law, becomes a * hand-
maid of religion,” or of an institution professing to incul-
cate the first principles of “* charity,” *‘ universal philan-
thropy,” and sound *“ morality,” As it respects oursclves,
we are fully satisfied, that such obligations as the above
will account for the scandal and reproach, which, without
discrimination, have been heaped upon all those who have
burst the bonds of the masonic institution, and borne tes-
timony against its secret principles of iniquity.

‘There are several other topics, relative to this subject,
which we think deserve the serious consideration of our
fellow citizens; but this protracted address must come to
a close, and leave much unsaid, which we could wish to
have discussed. We cannot, however, sum up what we
have already suggested, and what we might still desire to
lay before the citizens of this Commonwealth, in more
appropriate language, than that of the Le Roy Convention,
in their anti-masonic declaration of independence.

“ That it (the masonic institution) is opposed to the
genius and design of this government, the spirit and
precepts of our holy religion, and the welfare of society
generally, will appear from the following considerations :

““ It exercises jurisdiction over the persons and lives of
citizens of the republic.

“ It arrogates to itself the right of punishing its mem-
bers for offences unknown to the laws of this or any other
nation,

“ It requires the concealment of crime, and protects
the guilty from punishment.

“ It encourages the commission of crime, by aflfording
to the guilty facilities of escape.

*“ It affords opportunities for the corrupt and designing
to form plans against government, and the lives and char-
acters of individuals,

‘It assumes titles and dignities incompatible with a
republican form of government, and enjoins an uh&d:enc.e
to them derogatory to republican principles.

“ It destroys all principles of equality, by bestowing

21
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favors on its own members, to the excluosion of others
equally meritorious and deserving.

“ It creates odious aristocracies, by its obligations to
support the interests of its members, in preference to others
of equal qualifications,

“ It blasphemes the name, and attempts a personifica-
tion of the great Jehovah.

“ It prostitutes the sacred scriptures to unhely pur-
poses, to subserve its own secular and trifling concerns.

““ It weakens the sanctions of morality and religion, by
the multiplication of profane oaths, and an immoral fa-
miliarity with religious forms and ceremonies.

“Jt destroys a vencration for religion and religious
ordinances, by the profane use of religious forms.

“ It substitutes the self-righteousness and ceremonies
of masonry for the vital religion and ordinances of the
gospel.

*““ It promotes habits of idleness and intemperance, by
its members neglecting their business to attend 1ts meet-
ings and drink 1ts libations.

““ It accumulates funds at the expense of indigent per-
sons, and to the distress of their famnilies, too often to be
dissipated in rioting and pleasure, and s senseless cere-
monies and exhibitions.

““ It contracts the sympathies of the human heart for
all the unfortunate, by confining its charities to its own
members; and promotes the interests of a few at the ex-
pense of the many.

““ An institution thus fraught with so many and great
evils, 1s dangerous to our government and the satety of
our citizens, and is unfit to exist among a free people :
We, therefore, believing it a duty we owe to God, our
country, and to posterity, resolve to expose its mystery,
wickedness and tendency, to public view—and we exhort
all citizens, who have a love of country and a veneration
for its laws, a spirit of our holy religion, and a regard for
the welfare of mankind, to aid us in the cause which we
have espoused.”

All of which is respectfully submitted.

MOSES THACHER, Per Order.
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RESOLUTIONS
Adopted by the Blassachusctlts Anti-masonic Convention,

Resolved, That all Societies should be open and ame-
nable to the public, and that the existence of any Asso-
ciation whose objects, principles and measures are secret
and coneealed, is hostile to the spirit of our free institu-
tions.

Resolved, That the disclosures of I'reemasonry made
by Wi, Morgan, by the Le Roy Convention, and by El-
der Bernard and others, show the system to be selfish,
revengeful and impious, and its oaths to be dangerous o
our private rights and our public interests.

Resolved, That there is evidence before this Conven-
tion that Ruyn!’ Arch Frecmasons, impelled by a sense
of their masonic obligations, have robbed their country
of the services of a free citizen, that the institution re-
tains within its bosom the men who have done this vio-
lence, and that the grand lodge of New York has con-
tributed of its funds to pay the expenses of the same,
and that chapters and subordinate lodges have also ap-
propriated liberally of their goods to support the perpetra-
tors of Lidnapping and alleged murder,

Resolved, That the system is one and indivisible,
whether consisting of three degrees or fifty ; that it is
erected on the same foundation, constructed in the same
form, inhabited by the same spirit, and governed by the
same laws ; that the acts of exalted Freemasons, and of
lodges and chapters in one State, are the responsible acts
of the whole system in the United States, and that it is
proper to make Freemasonry answer for the conduct of
its constituted authorities wherever they are situated.

Resolved, That in view of the premises we respectfully
request the graml fraternities of Ireemasons in the State
of Massachusetts, to disfellowship the grand lodge, the
grand chapter, and the grand encampment of the State of
New York, which hold in their masonic embrace the per-
petrators of the violence uvpon William Morgan, and
either to deny the truth of the above named disclosures,
or to renounce the system, and the oaths of Freemasonry,
which have been palmed upon the honest Freemasons of



244 OPINIONS ON FREEMASONRY.

the present generation as the favorite work of the wise
king Solomon, and of their tutelar, St. John.

Resolved, 'T'hat the Anti-masonic State Cémmittee be
directed to furnish each one of the grand officers of the
grand lodge, and the grand chapter, and the grand en-
campment, and the grand council of the Freemasons in
this State with a copy of these Resolutions, particularly
urging this our earnest request, and that when this Con-
vention adjourng, it be to some day convenient to receive
their answer, in the hope that the wisdom of their reply
will relieve the public mind of any anxiety respecting the
institution of Speculative Freemasonry.

Resolved, T'hat in the opinion of this Convention the
oaths imposed by I'reemasonry are in a very high decree
profane, and entirely destitute of any moral obligation,
or legal binding force.

Resolved, That there 15 evidence of an intimate con-
nexion between the higher orders of Freemasonry and
French Iluminisin.
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Renunciations of Frecmasonsy,

Ezxtract from the Renunciation of the Rev. David Ber-
nard, of Warsaw, Genesee Co. N, Y,

It is with much reluctanee I appear before the public in defence
of that which is dearer to me than life. Though [ value my good
name thus highly, I should not attempt a refutation of the foul char-
ges which have been with mueh pains cireulated against me, and ap-
pear in the public journals in vindication of my character, were it
not for the duty 1 owe to my fammily and friends, and above all, to the
Church of the living God, of which I have the honor (though un-
worthy) to be a member and minister. And it is not because | was
vnable to make everv thing appear * clear as the sun,” as respects
the course I have pursued in forever leaving and revnouncing Free-
masonry, that [ have not done it before. But it is because my breth-
ren and friends advised tne to hold still, and because I determined to
show my enemics, (hat all their slander, and hellish machinatione,
could not overthrow me, thoueh I remained silent: And thanks be
to the name of my Master, [ have been enabled to pursue such a
course as has received the approbation and fellowship ol the church-
ez, the answer of a good conscience, and the approving smiles of my
God,

It may not be amiss here to observe, that I have taken ten de-
grees in Speculative Freemasonry, and was the first Royal Arch
Mason, with the exception of Wm. Morgan, that ever denounced
the institution as corrupt, to my knowledge. This is one reason, no
doubt, why the fraternity have bheen so inveterate against me.

Now to the point, respecting my leaving the institution. Five
weeks before the abduction of Morgan, 1 heard that he was wriling
masoury. My informant was a Baptist minister of Ligh standing,

21
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and a high mason. He declared to me, that a greater piece of de-
pravity he had never heard of; and furthermore, said repeatedly,
that ** he was willing to be one to put Morgan out of the way.” He
said that “ God looked upon the institution with such complacency,
he would never bring the perpetrators to light,” and aftempted fo
Justify the deed from the scriptures. He also informed me, that
there had been a meeting of the masons at Batavia and Stafford,
The above expressions I highly disapproved of at the timne, and told
him that if Morgan had done wmnf:, we should not. The above I
feel willing to be qualified to, if called upon in any proper manner.
From what 1 learned from the above gentleman, and others, I had
no doubt some measures would be taken to stop the printing of ma-
sonry, but did not believe the masons would be so abominably wick-
ed and darving as to put Morgan to death.

When | was at the east, 260 miles from Batavia, I heard masons of
bigh standing converse upon the subject of his abduction, which was
several weeks before he was taken off. On my way home, [ saw
Elder John G. Stearns, and he presented me one of his books on
masonry, just published. When 1 reached home I read the work
and could find no fault in it. I showed the book to a mason, who
immediately purchased it, I learped also, that Morgan was taken
off’ and probably put to death. I began conversing with the masons
upon the subject, and they almost universally justified it. [ then
began not only to give the subject due reflection, and investigation ;
but to express my abhorrence and utter detestation of the foul and
most awful deed. 1 began also to converse freely on the principles
of the institution with masons, and others. About this time a special
meeting of the lodge was called in Covington, which I attended, and
after the meeting was duly opeued and the subjeet of the abduction
brought up, I arose and decidedly disapprobated it, and advised the
lodge to do the same. But instead of attending to my advice, they
began to question me about what 1 had said of masonry, and relative
to my bringing Stearn’s book tnto town ; all of which to the worthy
body, appeared criminal. During this meeting, if I may judge, I
saw what I eall a manifest approbation of the Morgan outrage, in
most of the members, and it was a full meeting. At this meeting
there were a number of Reverend gentlemen, one of whom said, as
nearly as | can recollect : * Cities have their laws, Churches have
their laws, mazons have their laws, and here is the proper place to
try a mason. If Morgan has had his throat cut from ear to ear, and
his body buried in the rough sands of the sea, where the tide ebbs
and flows once in 24 hours, he cannot complain of not having justice
done him.” Here he closed, and it was echoed with an Amen !
Amen! Amen! One of the members of the church in Covington,
said about this time at a private house, that the worst death inflicted
on Morgan, would have been no more than just.

The next regular meeting of the lodge | attended; being requested
by the Master, at the above named special meeting, and here a scene

assed which I shall never forget. If ever a poor mortal was abused,
was. Dr. Daniel White was one of the foremost, in treating me
shamefully. Here I did not know what to do; I rather thought
there would be warm work, I therefore kept perfectly cool, as I can
sbundantly prove, and nothing passed my lips but what I am willing
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should be repeated a thousand times. I then and there declared
some of my then principal objections to Freemasonry. They were
not removed. I finally told them to take their own course, such
were my views, and if they chose they could expel me. It has been
said that I begged them not to do it, but this is fulse, and I can prove
it. 1 told them I did not ask them to expel me, but they could take
their own course. I finally left them, hoping and praying that they
would forever disown me, as I did them. )

When I left the Church in Covington, they gave me a good letter
of recommendation. 1 also received letters from the 2d Le Roy, 1st
York, 1st Middlebury, 2d Elba and Warsaw churches, all of which
Jjustified and approved the course I have taken; and I hope I may
ever conduct so as to merit thelr confidence and that of the public.
I have ever been ready, and am still, to meet my accusers or any
body else, before the churches with which I am connected. I preach
to the first church in Middlebury and the church in Warsaw, I
hold my standing in the second church in Le Roy, where I united
last winter. My reason for uniting with that chareh is, it was the
first in the country that came out from Freemasonry, and as I could
not censcientiously walk with those who practised it, I became one
of them. 1 wish to injure no man. 1 trust I am a friend to all men.
But I am a decided enemy to Freemasonry ; and it is because, from a
thorough investigation of its principles before and since I left it, I

fully believe that it is not only the most abominable but also the most
~ dangerous institution that ever was imposed upon man ; it is anti-re-
publican and auti-christian, It is somewhat imposing, owing to its
borrowed garments, but this renders it more dangerous, for like the
wily serpent, it lures but to destroy. Man never invented, hell
never devised, wicked men and devils never palmed upon the public
a more foolish, corrupt, awful, soul destroying and Heaven daring
institution, than Speeulative Freemasonry ! It may truly be said
to be HELL'S MASTER PIECE.

Having thoroughly investigated its ceremonies, its oaths, and its
principles, as in the light of eternity, I feel fully warranted in making
these stalements. The condition on which the oaths are taken, and
their evil tendency, being opposed to the glory of God and the best
interests of man, render them far from being binding.

I solemnly renounce all fealty to masonry, and do most earnestly
beseech my brethren in Christ Jesus, of every name, to come out
and bear unequivocal testimony against it. Think, O think, dear
Christians, that hundreds and thousands of precious and immortal
souls will be lost forever, unless they return and repent, but that the
name of the precious Jesus is rejected, your Saviour, your precious
and adorable Saviour taken away—the cause of your bleeding Re-
deemer injured—the hands of the wicked strengthened, and the Al-
mighty God dishonored! And O, let me entreat you in the mercy
and bowels of Jesus Christ, to reflect that you have to answer for
the blood of those who shall find also, when it shall be forever too
late, that masonry is not a Saviour! And while I entreat you, let me
warn the wicked. O wicked man, thou shalt surely die—your house
is built on the sand—the winds, rains, and floods of Jehovah’s wrath
will soon beat upon your naked soul in one eternal storm! Though
you may expect to mount up as the eagle on your boasted god, you
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will find that the Almighty will dash you to pieces like a potter’s ves-
sel. Be warned then, be wise and flee from masonry—flee from the
wrath to come—flee to the gushing side of Jesus, whose blood you
are ever trampling under your feet. He can save you, for he is mer-
ciful—he can save you, for he is Almighty. Farewell, dear sinner;
if you choose, you can still slander me, still ealumniate my character.
Recollect when I pray to my Lord I always remember you; though
you hate me, I love you; though you blast my reputation, though
you kill my body, you cannot kill my soul. This is secure from all
your machinations, and will in the blood of Christ triumph forever.
Farewell, dear sinners: But we shall meet again, when the last
trump shall sound we shall meet. At the retribution of the great
day, we shall meet and hear our final doom, we shall receive our
everlasting reward—masonry then, and its adherents will eternally
perish, while Christ and his people will reign forever,
DAVID BERNARD.

Renunciation of Rev. Joshua Bradley, Principal of
Rock Spring Seminary, Illinois.

In a letier to a friend in New-York.

I was brought into existence and educated in a rezion where ma-
gonry was cherished and respected, and where L never heard any
cogent arguments offered against it ; 1 therefore was emly inclined to
think it an institution worthy of my attention. Afier I left college in
1799, [ becane acquainted with many masons, who were amiable,
benevolent, influential in society aml government ; also, some ininis-
ters whom [ hizhly esteemed, were members and zealously engaged
in recommending its morality, virtues and wiility to mankind.  All [
read, heard, or saw of the progress of thiz denomination, hul a ten-
dency to incline me to jointhem. In 1814, I visited Newpost, R. 1.,
where | was first settied in the ministry.  An opportuniiy was then
presented to accomplish my wishes and gratify my curiosiiv. There
I tonk all the degrees that I ever considered important to inyself and
others. Some terms in the oblizations and the titles of their officers,
I never liked, but these were so explained by thoce who presided,
that 1 finally passed onward, as all had done who had gone this way
before me, without much difliculty,

I then considered, and have ever since, that the Knizhthood has
no affinity to masonry. I never had a thonght that masonry was re-
ligion; for God in his infinite merey had brought me by his Holy
Spirit to believe in Christ, at the age of about 17 years. That pura
religion which I then experienced, has been replete with every thing
that [ or a world needs in time or eternity. But masonry is # human,
and cunningly formed system of deception. Iz it not rightly named,
* Speculative Freemasonry?”" Millions have been drawn within its
veil, and led away captive by its false pretensions and exhibitions of
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morality, charity and brotherly love. And many may still rejoice for
a season in their delusions, despise reproof, and perish without
remedy,

While I lived in New England, I saw nothing very alarming in the
transactions of masons; but in 1817 [ settled in Albany, N. Y.,
where I formed an extensive acquaintance with the fraternity from
all paris of that State, and hegan 1o take an active part in their lodges
and chapters, till May, 1826. During this period I tried in all lauda-
ble ways to enlighten and town the attention of thousands, to found
academies and educate in all the useful arts, the children of poor
masons and (heir orphans—to expel unworthy members, te lay out
their large and acemmnulating funds for the bepefit of those to whom,
they were obligated, snd to save themselves from fraud and every
species of deception. [ was well aware from documents obtaiped,
and [rom oral information, that the craft were in imminent danger of
overwhehuine themselves in a sea of difficulties, which would rise
and sweep thronal that State, if not over the Union—bearing on its
waves the iniguities of many of the order that might be seen and
known by evay individual of discernment. I was no prophet,
neither the son of a vrophet, nor did I need a messenger from the
skies to informn e of the future destiny of the (raternity in New-
York, or apy other part of the globe, when I knew from history and
the revelation firwn heaven, that the destruction of every society
slumbered not, which would foster within its embraces, members,
who would spend their funds in riotous courses and every scene of
abomination. Muny have done this in every country where masonry
has been permitted to erect her edifice, and entice to her dark re-
cesses all whom she may devour, Should any consider me advanc-
ing upon ground doubtful, and altogether beyond the regions of pos-
sibility, 1 wou'd only ask masons to open their archives anil read for
themsclves, What vecasioned the existence of the Lodge of Recon-
ciliation in England 2 Was it not to bring into union the terrible
parties of masons who arrayed themselves against each other, and
were trampling wpon every particle of reason, and setting at naught
every thing worthy of our existence? Who robbed No. 31 of their
jewels, implements, charter and every book ! Their Deputy Grand
Master. What did that lodge write to their Grand Master, who is
the king of Great Britain? How did he treat that lodge ! English
masons know, and some of uz in this country have read the letters
that were written upon those base transactions. But I will put a few
questions that can easily be answered by masons in the State of New-
York.— What treasurer of T. Chapter in Albany, squandered 1450
away in a manner too injurious to himself to be described by me?
How many bundreds did the same individual receive from count
brethren, for charters, which he did not return, nor refund their
money ? What treasurer of the Grand Chapter put all his property
out of his hands, and kept back $5000, which he bhad received while
in office? Who were the representatives of about thirty lodges in
and about the city of New-York, who tried all possible arts of decep-
tion upon the representatives from the country in Tammany Hall, till
midnight, and then seized all the funds, clothing, papers and imple-
ments, and retired to St. John’s Hall, and there elected officers, contra-
ry to the laws of the Grand Lodge and all usages among masons, orany
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class of mankind under the infAuence ol reason? About 20,000 were
held by them, and about three hundred country lodges treated con-
temptuously. Who received from June, 1824, to June, 1825, more
than § 900 for charters,and kept the whole from the treasurer ? These
frandulent transactions were practized upon the fraternity from 1818
to 1523, and none of the violators of their solemn ohligations could
we get expelled : And as to mtlicting any other penalty upon them,
never eutered my mind, or was ever hinted by any one with whom 1
associpted 3 neither do T helicve that any good man could be so
blinded as to consider the [raternity possessing power to destroy a
member who had violated their laws.  When a certain master mason
a few years since. published all the lectures in a very sinzular way,
that was supposed by him and =eme others impossilile to be read
without hiz key ;3 but Ooally ithe whole was found out by some who
were uot masons s what was the peoalty inflicted ngon him in 1326 ?
Nothing but expulsion from the Grind Chapter of New-York.

Eoeannor admit that  Washineton, Franklin, De Wittt Clinton,
and oy other virtuons and discerning statesmen in America, and
mere than two lundred learned and pions ministers of the gospel,
ever hiclieved that the ollizations iposed on them at their initiation
and advanrement in the order, either made them guilty of blasphemy
or laid themn under any necessity of removing any violater from his
family, country, or inflicting any corpercal punishment upon him.
Therefore, | have not received my convietion from the expositions
that anti-imnsons have given upon the oaths or ebligations taken by
masons, My conviction eommenced from iny preparations 1o answer
some recent anti-masonic witers, Ever since the excitement be-
gan, [ felt a strong inclination 1o defend the system.

The imleseribable wickedness of some mas=ons in the Morgan
affair, had waked up a host of new, learned and serutinizing encmies,
who were penetraling every region around them, and seizing every
weapon to destroy the whole fabric.  In surveying the vast field of
their occupaney, I found only two positions of strength and im-
portance, viz. 1st, that secret societies ought not to exist; 2d, that
obligations taken by their members are not binding. Could these
two he fairly removed, every other might, and masonry again rise
and gain a triumph. In 1827 | was =olicited to deliver an address in
St. Louis on the 24th June; I accepted, and then briefly exhibited
my =entiments on masonry, 10 a large congregation, in which were a
numbher of the order from different parts of the Union, of respectable
standing and holding offices of great responsibility in our national
government, This discourse was approved and published. Some of
my remarks against anti-masonie performances and exertions, pul
forth against this mystic society, | now detest. For some months [
stood prepared to meet their advance upon the fraternity, spreadin
over the vast valley of the Mississippi. 1 almost came to a determi-
nation to send some of my views to be published in your region ; but
my distance from the seat of opposition, and iny knowledge ol men
in the order of greater ability and erudition than myself, who resided
in the midst of the contest, prevented me, [ fondly hoped that
some would enter the field and come off triumphant. None have
yet appeared sufficiently clothed in truth, to overthrow the two posi-
tions above mentioned, and I am now fully persuaded that they are
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founded in righteousness and cannot be dempolished. That lively
confidence, wﬁich once appeared to glow among masons, now with-
ers and must finally vanish away.

The commotions in the east have awakened me to consider anx-
iously what | must do as an individual. 1 have tried to persuade
mysell 1o hold a nentral position for some months past, on aceount
ﬂlythe afflicting hand of Providence upon my wile, that wnzt snon
lodge her in the grave, if not removed, and iny present residence in
a city where masonry is respected and moves onward without any
annoyance. Neutrality, in this day of prevalent divisions, is un-
pleasant and uvnreasonable, in iny estimation. Thercfore, 1 am
willing it should be known with whom 1 ecan associate, for (he
happiness of mankind, and the glory of God—* Magna es! rverilas,
&t prevalelit.”’

should my {riends in your vicinity deem thiz communication of any
importance to the public, for the promotion of anti-masonry, it is at
their service. My next will be an address to professors of religion
who are still in the fraternity, and others whoin I may have grieved
with my former publications on masonry, and my zeal and labors

among them,
JOSHUA BRADLEY.
.Huy 9, 1829,

Renunciaiion of Rev. Mr. Mann, of Suffield, Con.

Tue following renunciation will ha read with interest and pleasure
throughout the country. The author cf it is extensively known im
Connecticut, Rhode lsland, Mas=sachusetts, and New Hampshire,
No man’s character stands fairer than his does, as a man, a gentle-
man, a Christian, and a Christian minister.—.J1. M. Intellinencer.

Mgr. Eprror,—The =ubject of Frecmasonry, affecting o5 it does
the reputation of individuals, the welfare of the churches, and the
peace of the community, is a subject of great Importance. Eve
movement in regard to it, wheiher on the part of its friends or of ite
enemies, should be made with due consideration. In deciding on
the merits of an institution which has a mixtere of good and evil in
its composition, and against which popular opinion has arrayed itself,
and that too, with uncommon energy, we are liable to misjudge.
Realizing 1he truth of this, | have endeavored for some thine past to
examine seriously amd candidly the nature and tendeney of Freema-
gonry. The result of this exawmination, I now communicate under a
sense of the duty 1 owe to my friends, to my country, and to the
church of the Redeemer.

I became a member of this institution in wmy native town, and was
raised to the degree of Master mason within a year after completing
my course of education at College ; and some time previous to m{
settlement in the ministry 1 was advanced to the degree of Mar
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Master mason. Subsequently to this, in compliance with the wishes
of particular friends, [ proceeded to the Rowal Arch degree. My
attendance on the meetings of the Fraternity have been discontinued
for the few last years, and always have been limited principally to
public or special oecasion=. The reason of this has been that I have
not been fully salisfied with the institution, and have feared that all
was not right concerning it.

It is not my design in this communication to rail against an insti-
tution with which | have long been connected, nov to divulge its
secrets, nor to criminate any of its members. DMany of them I es-
teem and love as gond citizens, and good Christians. Nor am I sen-
sible that by doing this. 1 am actuated by any sclfish motives, I am
aware that by taking this step, [ shall wound the feelings of some,
and, perhaps, excite the ill will and severe reproaches of others,
The latter I shall endeavor to forgive, and by the former I shall hope
to be forgiven.

Having examined with some degree of attention the nature of
Freemasoury, and having considered the extraordinary ocenrrences
which have recently marked its history and furnished to the world a
fearful comment on its principles; 1 can no longer, with a clear con-
science, retain any connexion with the institution, and do herehy
declare my secession fromn it. The reasons which influence me to
this step, are thie same which have been announced by others who
have taken the same course. | have long feared that Freemasonry
had a strong tendency to Peism, Even in the prescribed forms of
prayer, we rarely find any recognition of the Savicur. It is not an
answer to this objection to say, that this institution existed before
the manifestation of Christ in human nature. It is as vain {o chal-
lenge for masonry a great antiquity, as it is impious to claim for it an
equality in point of excellence, with Christianity itself. It does not
admit of a doubt that its origin is to be placed in modern thnes.,  Al-
though pertions ol the gospel are interwoven with its forms, I eon-
ceive that masonry presenis false grounds of hope ; leads men to de-
pend on their own defective righteousness ;—to expect the favor of
God without the interposition of a Redeemer, and even withaut repent-
ance ; and thus has a most injurious influence on their eternal inter-
ests, Under the most livorable cirenmstances, which, in any place,
have attended masonry, it has occasioned a great waste of time and
money, which might and ought to have been employed for better
purposes. And furthermore, it interferes materially with domestic
religious duties,

Without declaring the institution a downright tinposition in all its
parts, I confess, that [ was greatly disappointed at every step of ad-
vancement through its dezrees, as to the benefit to be derived from
it. I doubt not, that many a man has felt ashamed and conscience-
smitten when he has appeared to be satisfied with a thing of such
inanity. The moral precepts which are to be found among its in-
structions, may be much better learned from the gospel itself. As to
the union which it is said to form among men, it may be observed,
that the religion of Jesus effects the most important and lasting union
among good men which can he formed on earth ; and, as to bad men.
to bind them together by solemn oaths in secret societies to stand
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by, and defend, and promote each other, must be regarded as a dan-
gerous procedure, both in relation to church and state,

The recent disclosure of facts made to the legislature of New
York, and in numerous other ways, has shown clearly that, in re-

to our political interests, the institution of masonry is to be
greatly dreaded. It is a powerful engine, which may be wielded
with tremendous and destructive force against the liberties of our
beloved country.

But, Sir, permit me to add an objection, which, a little while ago,
I could not have supposed would ever exist against an institution
which professes to be founded in pure morality and henevolence. It
is stained with (he blood of the innocent. It has perpetrated mur-
der in the most outrageous and horrid manner. It has trampled thus
on the laws of God and wan. It has set at defiance all authority,
and even every principle of humanity, The evidence is overwhelm-
ing, that these shocking barbarities, at which the inquisition itself
might blush, have been comnmitied by masons ; and they have been
justified by masons, as being in accordance with the obligations of
the instilution; and the wretched perpelrators have been screened
from justice and protected by masons! Sir, I can no longer regard
such an institution as a moral one, much less as a religious one. If
this is a practical exposition of its laws, it ought not to be tolerated
by any friend of our species,

I feel, that I cannot free my garments from the blood of the mur-
dered, if [ countenance or uphold an institution which has commit-
ted such deeds. Does not the blood of the martyr of Batavia cry
- to heaven for the vengeance of Him who hath said, Vengeance
is mine, I will repay ? Do not the cries of the widow and the or-

han ascend to the ear of Him who styles himself, the Judge of the
atherless and the widow ? Against whom is this ery uttered ! Not
merely against those whose hands have laid hold on violence ; but,
against those, also, who continue to sustain a society which is guilty
of such atrocities.

It does not satisfly my conscience to say as many of my brethren
do, that we disapproved of the violent measures which have been
pursued. The question 1 have to ask is this;—were the proceed-
ings against Morgan in accordance with wasonry or not? If they
were, how can any of the fraternity be free from the implication of
murder, in a moral sense, who continue to uphold and favor such an
institution ? Under such circumstances, is not the maintenance of
masonry a virtual justification of the whole procedure ?

If the members of Congress were to make laws, encouraging pira-
cy and murder, would not they, and all who should approve of such
epaciments, and maintain them, be implicated in all the crimes which
should be committed in consequence of them ?

Will it be said at this late day, that perhaps Morgan is not dead?
Then let him be produced. Let us see him;—Ilet us embrace him
let us give him back to the bosom of his broken-hearted wile and
his mourning children. Let us restore him to our country, and thus
wipe away the foul stigma which has been brought upon it by the
outrage committed against its laws, and the setling at defiance of its
justice.

y Does it not become professing Christians and ministers of the
22
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meck and benevolent Redeemer 1o consider whether they can con-
gistently retain their connexion with the institution?  With all the
licht which is now poured upon this subject, does it not admit of the
clearest proof, that its oblizgations and practices are irreconcilable
with the gospel! Are we not taught such precepts as these ;—
Avoid the very appearance of evil, Thou shalt do no murder. Be
Ye not called Master, for one is your master in heaven. Thou shalt
not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain. The wisdom which
is frorm above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle and easy to be en-
treated, fuill of mercy and good fruits, without partielity and without
hypocrisy. By the decds of the law shall no flesh be justified. By
grace are ye saved, through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is
the gift of God, No man can come unto the Father but by Jesus
Christ.—Let masonry be thoroughly tricd by the word of God, and
by it actual effects on morals and religion ; and, then, let the decis-
ion on its merits be given in view of the transactions of that day,
when God shall bring every secret thing into judgment whether it
be good cr whether it be evil.
JOEL MANN.

Suffield, Oct. 9, 1829,
————

Renunciation of John R. Mulford.

In making the following statement of my views and disclosures on
the subject of Speculative Freemasonry, I am not conscious of being
governed by any motives except a desire to discharge my duty as a
member of civil society, and of the church of Jesus Christ, and also
to promote the cause of truth and justice in our =ocial relations ; but
above all, the cause of a pure und undefiled rcligion, as it is taught in
the living oracles of God, without the corrupt wixtures of human
invention.

I joined Whippany lodge, in this county, about thirteen years aro,
and took the first three degrees of mosonry, and conlinued to visit
the lodge about five years—then I silently withdrew, and have since
had no fellowship with masonry.

My reasons for thus forsaking the lodge, and why I feel it my duty
publicly, and forever to renounce the order of Freemasonry, ure as
follows, viz:

That the principles of masonry inculeate neither religion, morality,
truth, nor justice, but the convary of all these, which 1 have both
expericnced and witnessed.  While | coutinued a lodge-going mem-
ber, a mason told me he did not believe there was any better religion
than masonry., This alarmed me 3 and I began to look at the institu-
tion with a more jealous eve. Since that time, I bave seen and felt
its pernicious influence in many ways, some of which I will inention.

I have seen a grand jury selected by a masonic sheriff, with an
express view lo prevent an indictment against a brether mason,
and was told by the foreman of that jury, that had it not been the
case of a brother that was coming before them, he should not have
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been there, 1 have also seen a mason brought up to be tried on an
indictinent, and observed him make the masonic signal ol distress,
and another sizn to the jury, which latter sign of the hand drawn
across the throat, two of the jurors answered ; and these same jurors
when out, refused (o convict on a clear case of guilt. I have also
seen masonic signs exchanged hetween the bar and bench. | have
also scen its influence in the choice of public officers, having heard
it mentioned in the lodge that such a brother was to be run for
assembly man, by which [ understood that we (the brethren) were
to support him, and he was run and elected. | have seen three
editions of Morzan's Hlustrations of Mazonry ; and to guard the publie
againat deception in so important a nnttm, [ feel it iny duty to state
that the first one is a true and genuvine exposition of masonry as [
was taught it in the lodge ; whercas, the two last have heen altered ;
the one in many particalars, and Ih., other in pass words and m
changing the signs, no doubt to deceive the people. For these
reasons, an:d many more that I could maine, I consider masonry as a
corrupt and awiully wicked system, and wnfit for the society of
Christians or honest men ; and considering the pretensions it makes
of republicanism, r'lnnhr, the hatdmaid of relizion, &e. [ view it
as one of the greatest impositions ever pr.u:-.neri upon wankind, that
of Mahomet not excepted. I aun perfectly satisfied from what I
have seen, that had the inasons the reins of power in their hands, or
in the hands of men whom they coul:l, as they say, “ manace,” we
should 500D be reduced to a state ol * hewers of wood and drawers
of water,” they our * Grand Master:, Most Worshipful's,” &e. and
we the people their SLAVES. 1 would here forewarn all persons,
especially the youth, from entering the lodge to find the secrets of
masonry, or any thing good: they will only tind a scene of folly and
wickedness, and purchase this at the expense of both money and
cradit,

Of this latter class, | have known individuals to enter the lodge
with correct morals and steady hebits; and in a few vears become
dissipated and worthless members of society. Such ig its corrupt
and corrupting influence.

If such persons wish to know the true secrets of masonry, and will
take (he trouble to call on me, | will communicate to them as far as I
have gone in this ** mystery of iniquity,” * without money and with-
out price.”

As a member, therefore, of the church of Christ, and of eivil soci-
ely, | do hereby publiely, * solemnly, and sincerely,” renounce Free-
masonry forever, and ean, and will hold mys=el{ no longer bound by
itz horrible and bloody caths.

JOHN RR. MULFORD.

Genungtowen, Chatham Township,

Morris Co. N, J. July 31, 1823, }
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Renunciation of Benjamin W. Weeden.

From the Vermont Luminary.

Mgr. Eprror,—Permit me, through the medium of your useful
paper, to state to the world, that I hereby renounce all connexion
with the institution of Speculative Freemasonry. Believing it to be
an institution fraught with wickedness, and dangerous to the liberty
of our country.

I would further state, that the book called Morgan’s Illustrations
of Masonry, and the disclosures of the Le Roy Convention, as far as
the seventh degree of masonry, are as near correct as any mason
could write them. BENJAMIN W, WEEDEN,

Once a Royal Areh Mason.

Hartland, Vt. March 18, 1829,

'-'+—'

Renunciation of Rev. Levi Chase, of Fall River, Mass,

I have belonged to the institntion of Freemasonry since the year
1815. Having been at first infatuated with its ?érnml parade of
sanctity and alluring show, I procecded from step to step until | had
taken the three first degrees, under the false iinpression that its pre-
posterous claiin to divine origin was well founded. But the conduct
in the lodge to which I belonged, convinced wme that its ceremonies
were bnt solemn mockery and contemptible trifling—which induced
me to desert the cause, and for seven years 1 did not attend a lodge.
I was then informed by members of the fraternity, that there was not
that light in the lower degrees which was naturally expected ; but in
the higher degrees my expectations would be fully realized. Placing
entire confidence in their persuasive words, I then united with Free-
masons in Warren, R, I. where I took the degree of Murk Master,
together with the honorary degrees of Past Master and Most Excel-
lent Master,—and [ do now say and affirm, that the secrets and
oaths of the first three degrees, as published by Capt. William Mor-
an, in his * Hlustrations of Masonry,” are true,—and [ believe that
is Jife has been taken by masons for thus developing their secrets ;
and as this outrage upon humanity as well as law, flowed necessarily
from the obligations and principles of the institution, every genuine
mason must approve of it and use his influence to sereen the perpe-
trators from offended justice. I have likewise examined the degrees
of Mark Master, Past Master, and Most Excellent Master, as pub-
lished to the world by a Convention of seceding masons held at Le
Roy, Genesee county, N. Y. and find them to be correct—the same
as were conferred on me. I now offer the following reasons for
seceding from masons ;
1st. 1 consider the institution of Freemasonry, by claiming to be
divinely instituted, places itsell in direct hostility to the Church of
Christ, inasmuch as the name of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ
is not camed in the first six degrees ;—and the apostle Paul says,
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* that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in
heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth ; and that
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to tha
glory of God the Father.”

2d. That the institution of Freemasonry, in requiring members at
their admission to the several degrees to take an oath, requires them
to swear prolanely ; and all who take these oaths are guilty of pro-
fane swearing, inasmuch as the masonic fraternity have no right
whatever to administer an oath, acecording to the laws of God or
man, to a candidate at his admission to the different degrees of ma-
BONry.

'I"I}i'e question has been asked by masons, who wish to asperse the
characters of those who have renounced masonry, * Why did not
they renounce it before i I'or one, I will give them the reason
why I did not. The masonic oaths locked my tongne in silence—
death, in all its horrid shapes and frightful forins, stared me in the
fuce—I considered the oaths binding. But the scene has changed—
a new era has commenced—the masonic spell is broken—the mystic
tie is dissolved, and many who have long grouned under the pressure
of masonic oaths and anathemas, have emerged [rom their prison.
Yes, dear Christian brethren, the fatal blow that took the life of
Capt. William Morgan, has rent the masonic veil from top to boltom,
and pow, I believe that God, in Hiz providence, is opening the way
for an entire separation between His church and the masonic insti-
tution.

I have not written the above on account of any ill will against the
masonic fraternity, but from pure motives, with a desire it might be
to the declarative glory of God and the good of mankind.

LEVI CHASE.
Fall River, Jan. 23, 1829,

+

Letter addressed to the Editor of the Free Press, Bos-
ton, by John Whittlesey, of New-Salem, Conn.

M=g. Epitor,—S8ir, The philanthropic spirit which impels you for-
ward, in the sacred cause in which you are engaged, carries its own
reward with it, viz. that of an approving conscience. The astonish-
ing spread of light, (emanating from Gop, through the medium of the
free presses of our country,) among the inhabitants of Massachusetts
and the adjoining States, and the effect produced thereby, sounds an
alarm among the brothers of the eralt not to be misunderstood ; and
although they, in their agitation, may ery out with as much vehe-
mence as the men of Ephesus did at the preaching of Paul, when
they thought their eraft in danger, and raise as great an outery against
every editor of a free press, and honest seceding ma=ons, as was dona
against the good apostle, be assured that the same power that rescued
him is now exerted for their deliverance, and the downfall of this

22#



258 APPENDIX,

modern Enﬂdess Diana, whom all the craft worship, Yes, Mr. Edi-
tor, the hand of God is visible in all this, and ere long the mighty
edifice, professedly erected by GOD himself, and patronized by the
holy St. John, will crumble to the dust, and in the language of the
Revelator, « The voice of harpers, and musicians, and of pipes,
and trumpets, shafl be heard no more at all in thee, and no crafts-
man of whalsoever craft he be, shall be found any more in thee,
and the Hg’h! of @ eandle shall shine no more at all in thee, for by
thy SORCERIES were all nativits deceived,”—for in thee is found
the BLOOD of MORGAN—and although its votaries may cast dust
on their heads in their phrenay, and weep and wail, and cry, alas!
alas ! at the downfall of their pretended ancient and honorable institu-
tion, it will appear in all its naked deformity ; dismantled of jts tin-
selled trappings; and instead of * Holiness lo the Lord™ being
written on the breast plate, MYSTERY, BABYLON, will be visi-
ble; and I would, in the language of inspiration, call upon all good
men, and especially all ministers of the gospel, and say, * come out
of her my peaple that ye be not partakers of her plagues.”  Such men
can have mo excuse for adherving 1o the * order™ at the present
time ; it is too latc to pretend that all the secrets and ceremonies of
masonry are not hefore the world, as disclosed by William Morgan,
and the Le Roy Convention. No good man can consistently deny,
but that they are essenlially correct, and il so, the oath makes life the
forfeit fur the least transgression, when nothing is more clear than
that no man has a right thus to barter away the life given to him of
GOD ; we are to preserve our own lives, and those of others, The
candidate before receiving his opath is assured, that it shall not in-
fringe on his civil or religious liberty: but how mauifest it is that such
an oath dees infrinze on both ; hence it is not binding, nor will it
answer for Christians, and Eﬂpﬂfiﬂﬂr for Chiristian ministers, barely
to omit attending the lodges, winle they remain silent on this inter-
esting subject, and lend their nanes to the fraternity as memnbers in
regular standing, without a renunciation ; this is the very ground
which masons and Satan would have themn take, andd while they pre-
tend to be neutral, they secretly support the mwasonic cause, But, if
the institution be good, why refuse to talk about it, or to attend the
lodges ¢ If wicked, why not renounce it?  Are they alraid of suffer-
ing and of having the displeasure of the fraternity let lovse upon
them ?—of having their character traduced, their business de-
ranged, &e.  Well, he that will seek Lo save his life, may be sure
to lose it, agrecable to scripture-—all who will live godly in Christ
Jesus may cxpect to suffer persecution—and, 1 think, Mr. Editor,
the time is not fur distant, when this mighty evil, this foe to God and
man, will be removed from the church, and she will come up from
the wilderness leaning on ker beloved; and a virtuous people will
drive this would-be tyrant from this seil of liberty. May your efforts,
my dear sir, lor the good of mankind, be Llest; and your truly
valuable paper long continue with au exiensive patronage, when
those opposed to liberty shall be lost in forgetlulness,
I remain, dear sir,
Yoyurs very respectfully,
JOHN WHITTLESEY.
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Renunciation of Gen. Henry Sewall,® communicated in a
letter to a Clergyman of his acquaintance in New-

Hampshire.
Aveusta, ME. Jan. 7, 1830,
REv. AnND DEAR S1R,—In compliance with your reasonable re-
quest, by letter of the 11th ult. 1 transmit you a sketch of my former
career in masonry, with my * present views of its moral and religious
character, and legitimate bearing on civil and religious institutions,”
together with my ahdication of the order, Its disposal is confided to
the exercise of your discretion.
Yours in the bonds of Christian affection, H. 8.

I was initiated an entered apprentice to the masonie rites in Oc-
tober, 1777, at Albany, soon after the capture of Burgovne, being
then an officer in the American army. I was induced to this measuré
by the belief that I should fire getler in case I should be made a
prisoner, and by the advice and recommendation of a number of ma-
sonie comrades in arns, who assured me that it was a valuable and
seientific institution. That part of the army to which I belonged
being speedily ordered to join Gen. Washington in the neighborhicod
of Philadelphia, 1 of course passed the winter at Valley Forge, and
the following summer with the main army then concentrated in the
State of New York, and which in the succeeding autumn hovered
round West Point for winter quarters in the Highlands, awaiting the
movements of the enemy until the opening of the campaign in 1779,
During all this period the fluctuating state of the army afforded me no
leisure or facilities for making any advances in masonry. In August,
1779, alter carrying the hod nearly two years, I was passed to the
degree of fellow craft at West Point in a lodze which I understood
then existed in the Connecticut line of the army. 1In September fol-
lowing I was raised in the same lodge to the sublime degree, as it is
pompously ealled, of master mason. None of the mystic cereimonies
unveiled in the previous degrees afforded me much satisfaction,} but

% The gentleman to whom he communicaled his renonciation wriles as
follows % Gien. 1. Sewall was an early companion of Washington, and cons
tinued with the army until the war was -r:!oaect He bas been much in publie
life, and is known extensively. He is a man of superior talents, a consistent
Christian and deacon in the cliurch. And he is now ready to leave the be-
loved country for which he ﬁm%-ht, anid as we trust, to enter into the joy of
his Lord. His views of speculative masonry have not been formed under
the exciloment of the moment ; but appear to have been produced by the
gpirit of God, when operating powerlully vpon his miud, to have been
strengthened by long observation, and confirmed by recent disclosures,
Buch'a mwan's views ought to have weight; and they will have weight,
where prejudice does not trinmph over reason. The testimony of such a
man must be conclusive ; and tEnse, that will not believe it, would not be
persuaded though one rose from the dead.

t Tt is worth notice, that although the firsf degree is professedly founded
on fuels gleaned from the building of Solemon’s wemple 5 the second degree
derives its pass-word from a fact which ocenrred in the days of the Judges
f[ch, xii. 6.] more than 100 years before, Perhaps the Craft may attempt
to reconcile this anachronism by telling us that Jephihal was a mason.
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those pertaining to this sublime degree, and particularly the stale, in-
consistent tradition of the murder of master Hiram AL and iis
atiendant pecvliarities, were too fabulous to obtain my credence. In-
deed the personation of Hiram in the circumstances of his burial, and
the fictitious search for kis grave and for the murderers, actually had
the appearance of solemn farce. And on the next day after my
sublime elevation, 1 told my brethren that [ had been disappointed.
I did not find that scientific intelligence which they had encouraged
me to anticipate. They were somewhat alarmed at my remarks, and
endeavored to quiet me by assurances that [ should be more recon-
ciled by attending the meetings and lectures of the lodge. By their
persuasions, admonitions and promises, they quieted me so far that I
accepted an appointinent of Scecretary in the Washington Travelling
Lodge, which was constituted in the army about this time, and con-
tinued 1y connexion with it until the peace took place in 1733, The
frequent meetings of the lodge which 1 attended during this period,
were merely convivial, serving no other purpese than to mitigate in
some degree the privations, anid beguile the cares and fatizues of the
soldier’s life. I had seep among the hieroglyphics of the lodge, the
figure of the 47th problem in Euclid, but | never heard it referred
to ; nor did I bear it tanght in any lesson or lecture, that ** the sum
of the squares of the legs of this triangle was equal to the square of
the hypotenuse ;" or indeed the solulion of any other problem
whatever. The third degree of masonry was at that time considered
its ne plus ultra. Of the higher degrees I have no knowledge ex-
cept frem the late printed disclosures, the authenticity of which I
have no reason to doubt. Among them every degree, like the dark
“ chambers of imagery’ revealed to Ezekiel, contains * greafer and
greater abominations™ !

On retiriog from the army [ settled on the Kennebee, which was
then a new country, and of course I was out of the sphere of mason-
ry, and for a time thought little inore of the subject. It was not long
however, before my mind was powerfully drawn to the subject of
relizion ; and by a studions and prayerful examination of the ** more
sure word of prophecy,” that true * light which shines in a dark
place,” I trust I was led by the influence of this perfect rule of faith
and practice, during the year 1784, to view speculative masonry in a
shape still more deformed. 1 now considered it widely variant lrom
the principles and radically hoztile to the nature of the gospel, Its
charity appeared to be selfishness, because restricted 10 its own
members. lts religion Deism, because entirely devoid of the gospel.
1ts bold assumption of the hely Bible, unnatural and preposierous,
Itg application of selected texte, irreverent and profane. Its terms of
acceplance with God, a due performance of masonie duties, Its
heaven, a celestial grand lodge of worthy masons! [Its history an-
peared [abulous—its claims to antiquity unsustainable—its titles ful-
some—its rites barbarous and ahsurd—its oaths extra-judicial,
untawfully imposed and blindly taken—repugnant to the prior and
paramount obligations resting on all members of the civil compact,
but especially as subjects of the divine government; and the penal
sanctions annexed, horrid and impious! These my sober views of
masonry have been strengthened by an extended course of observa-
tion, matured by hoary age, and satisfactorily illustrated by the re-
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markable developements of the day. From the time last mentioned,
a period of nearly half a century, I have serupulously avoided all con-
nexion and witlheld all fellowship with that institution, and have
actoally withdrawn fromn all lodge meetings, though frequently and
pressingly invited to attend. And in accordance with my avowed
belief, as above expressed, I now publiely and deliberately declare
mysell free from all masonic obligations, which I verily believe
stever had or could have any binding force. 1 consider all secred
socteties in a free government, of dangerous tendency, their very
slructure endowing them with a eapacity for doing more evil than
good. But the vail which covered the mystic rites of masonry is
lifted. The grand secrets are out; and all the brotherbood, if united,
would find it a difficult task to put them in again. Speculative ma-
sonry must become extinet; and I care not how soon. 1t has never
been of any real benefit to civil society. It secures nothing to be-
nevelent objects, or any other good purpose, which Christian obli-
gations do not secure from higher motives. Religion needs not for
its support, “ the staff of this bruised reed,” which will only pierce

its hand.
HENRY SEWALL.

Renunciation of Col. John Hoar.

Corover Hoar, author of the following renunciation, is well
known to be a gentleman of good report, and he stands fair before
the public. He long ago expressed to some of his friends the trouble
and trials Freemasonry had brought upon his mind. Uniting with
Freemasons he considers one of the greatest errors of hic life, The
institution he considers a high-handed piece of wickedness and
abomination before Heaven, affording no peace, safety or security to
those who labor to support it. He has no desire to hurt the feelings
of any of his masonic brethren 5 he would rather honor and respect
them, but the institution which they labor to support he believes to
be a useless, worthless, wicked thing, (it is so to them,) a device of
wicked men, inconsistent with the Christian religion, and of immoral
and irreligious tendency.—Free Press.

TO THE PUBLIC.

The time is come when a strict inquiry into the prineciples and
practices of Freemasonry isinstituted, and many of the brotherhood
who heretofore thought but little of either, are beginning to examine
the subject in the light of Divine Truth, and the more they examine
the more are they dissatisfied with the institution.

Thiz in a good measure is the case with myself; and I feel a sa-
cred obligation resting upon me as aceountable to that Being, who
sways the sceptre of Universal Dominion, and whose omniscient eye
penetrates the abodes of darkness, and takes cognizance of the most
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hidden transactions, to renounce my standing in the masenic frater-
nity. My eyes have been opened to see the labyrinth of folly and
guilt into which the institution is decoying men. My better {'udg-
ment has been shocked, and my feelings greatly excited while hear-
ing men of abilities, men on whom nature had lavished her richest
gifts, express a beliefl that masonry would carry them to HEavEN,

To assist in riveting still closer the chains of a most awful delusion,
by encouraging and supporting the institution, or to remain silent as
the grave on the subject, will, [ am persuaded, call down the displeas-
ure of Heaven upon me; the blood of souls will be required at my
haud. Therefore I consider it an imperious duty to withdraw im-
mediztely and entirely from the institution, and to exhort all my
Christian brethiren who belong to the fraternity, to examine the sub-
ject candidly and prayerfully, and if they find they are wronging
their fellow men by encouraging them in delusion, and their own
souls by feeding on husks ; if they find they are wounding the fecl-
ings of their Christian brethren by their walk and econversation, o
come out from masonry, without delay, and be separate.  What con-
cord hath Christ with Belial? What communion hath light with
darkness, and what part hath he that believeth, with an infidel ?

To masons at large 1 would say, if you draw [rom the fountain of
masonry your greatest hope and econzolation, it will certainly fail
you at the giving up of the ghost. Therefore flee 1o the ark of
safely and take refuge in the blood of the everlasting covenant.

JOHN HOAR,
Member of the Church in Monson.,

_+—-

Ezxtract from the Renunciation of Col, H. C. Wicherill,
of Hartford.

Masons say in defence of their institution, thatitisa good one,
but like all others, it has been dizgraced by bad members, and that
it all would live up to their oblignlions it would be an honorable
and uvselul institution. But nothing can be more erraneous than
this assertion. Community has been saved from the worst of
evils, FROM THE VEKY FACT, that masons do not at all times live
up lo their obligations ; if they should, the institution would be
STILL MORE DANGEROUS fthan it acfually is—a voluine could not
coniain all the evils which it would produce ;—our prizons would
be liable at all times to be beset by mobs, and the guilty felon would
be set at liberty—prisoners at the bar would have a right to look to
Jurors for relicf—pirates on the high seas would cliim their life and
liherty ; and the midnight robber and murderer would fly to ma-
gonry as to to the horns of an altar for protection.



APPENDIX. 263

Renunciation of Lieutenant Governor Leland.

From the Anti-Masonic Christian Herald.

The Rev. Aaron Leland, late Lt. Governor of Vermont, and for-
merly Depoty Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of that State,
recently renounced masonry before the Baptist Holland Purchase
Association, New York,

In a report of the commitiee on the subject, of which he was a
member, he remarked, that he had been Jed by a vain euriosity to
unite with the lodge, and had been led on from step lo step {o the
Royal Arch degree—had been master of a lodge for five years—had
been Deputy Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of the State of
Yermont, and had left the institution abouwt nine or fen years ago.
He siated that the first objection which presented itself to his mind,
was the practice of praying for the soul of a brother mason nﬁer
he had been dead fwo, three, and sometimes fouwr doys—ihat he
persisted in the practice for a short season to the injury of his con-
ecience—that it was a Romish custom, and he never would preach
at the burial of a mason when masonic forms and ecustomns were at-
tended to—that he never would preach Lo a lodge of imasons as such,
and that he was ashamed that he had ever participated in the prinei-
ples and practices of the institution,

+

Important Renunciations.

We the undersigned, having formerly associated with Freemasons,
deem it our duty, without intending to increase excitement, or lo
wound the feelings of our masonie brethren, publicly 10 declare, that
the system of Freemasonry is, in our judgment, of a tendency on
the whole pernicious to the moral habils, and dangerous to tha civil
and religious institutions of our eountry.

LEONARD BLEECEKER, Naw York.

LEWIS TAPPAN, 6

Rev. MATTHEW L. R. PERRINE. D, D.
HAuburn Theological Seminary.

Rev. JOEL PARKER, Rochester, ¥V, Y.

Rev. CHAUNCEY EDDY, Penn Yann, . Y.

HENRY BRADLEY, Esq. wE
LEANDER REDDY, e
SAMUEL BUCKINGHAM, “

THOMAS MARBLE, Adrcadia, J¥. Y.
WILLIAM WINDFIELD,
FRANCIS BATES, ¢
Rev. JARED REID, Reading, Mass.
Rev. LYMAN CASE, Coveniry, }1.
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Renunciation of Rev. Henry G. Ludlow, Pastor of
Spring street Presbyterian Church, Neaw York.

To the Editor of the Anti-masonie Beacon.

Mr. EpiTor,—You may add my name to those of Mr. Bleecker,
and others, which appeared in your paper of the 24th January. My
reasons for subscribing this formula, are—

1. A full conviction of its truth,

2. As we ought to love our neighbors as ourselves, we ought not
to be silent, when by speaking we umi,‘ prevent their injury., I can
hardly think that any candid and intelligent master mason can seri-
ously assert that masounry should be keptup. For my own part I
have ever becen disgusted with its nonsensical ceremonies, and
ashamed of myself for submitting to them. Besides this, it is throw-
ing away money—and time, which is more valuable than money.
As s]'geaking may prevent such a sacrifice, I think it my duty to
speak.

;:-;' I do not wish my name used to promote the interests of an in-
sfitution, the character of which 1 think justly deseribed in the for-
mula. 1 have not entered a lodge these eight years to my know-

ledge.
Yours, &e.

January 31, 1829.

H. G. LUDLOW.

Renunciation of Erastus Bates.

From the Free Preas.

Mr. Eprror,—Understanding you are ready (o publish any thing
you may judge proper to expose and destroy the great and dangerous
evil of Speculative Freemasonry, I beg you would help me to un-
burden my conscience, which has for a long time goaded me on the
subject, and destroyed my comfort and peace of mind. I am unac-
customed to write for the public eye ; but I hope to tell my story in
a way that you can understand me.

I am a professed, and, I hope, a real follower of the Lord Jesus
Christ. 1 have a good and regular standing in his church, and so
far as I know, am Eind}y regarded by my Christian brethren. But in
an evil and unguarded hour, and through a vain curiosity, ond the
flattering persuasions of masons, who HIGHLY EXTOLLED THE
INsTITUTION, and held up to my view the prospect of GREAT
ADVANTAGES to be derived from it, 1 was induced to offer mysell
as a candidate for admission to the Olive Branch lodge in Sution,
where, about four years ago, I was initiated as an entered apprentice,
passed to the degree of a fellow craft, and soon after raised to what
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is foolishly called ‘¢ the sublime degree of a master mason." Upon
my first entering a lodge-room I was sorely disappointed : instead of
finding something worthy the dignity of a rational and immortal
being, I found mysell degraded and debased in the extreme, and re-
duced to a condition, which it seems no person would choose to be
in. I was stripped of my common apparel, blindfolded, and with a
rope, masonically called a cable-tow, about my neck, was led about
the room, as a blind animal, to be gazed and laughed at by all present.
This I was told was what all the ancient and honorable before me
had submitted to, and was necessary to enter (he sublime temple of
masonry, erected by Solomon, and dedicated to the holy order of
St. John. Thought [ to myself, if Solomon and John had any thing
to do with such husiness, their character for wisdom and goodness
must greatly suffer ! But what was the most impious and abomina-
ble part of the whole transaction, I consented to take an oath or
obligation, with the holy name of God annexed, and that before 1
knew any thing what it contained ; which, in its plain, common-
sense meaning, deprived me of my [reedom and made me the slave
of the whole fraternity, and b me to commifl any crime, however
heinous, if only commanded by a brother or superior. I was, in-
deed, previously told by the most worshipful master that the oath
would contain nothing which should interfere with my religion or
politics. But in this I was most grossly deceived ; for no sooner
had I time for reflection than I perceived that it interfered with both,
and bound me under the most horrid penalty of having my throat
cut from ear to ear and rr&y tongue torn out by the roots, to violate
all my obligations to my God and my country, if it were the will of
a brother or a lodge I should do so, and even to conceal the crimes of a
brother mason, wﬁatﬂver they might be., I may not exactly remem-
ber all the parts and points of the obligation imposed upon me, but I
do distinetly remember that I was sworn to the most profound
secrecy respectling masonry—that I would conform to all the by-laws
of the lodge without knowing what those laws were—that I would
obey all signs, summonses and tokens, ..anded, sent, or lhroun to
me by a brother mason, or by a lodge—thai 1 would keep a brother’s
secrets when given to me as such, as closely in my breast as in his
own, murder and treason excepled, and these left to my own discre-
tion—that I would go on a brother’s errand, when required, bare-
Joaot and bareheaded, if within the length of my cable-tow—that I
would apprise him of all approaching danger, if in my power, and
relieve him if possible of all his distresses, upon seeing the grand
hailing sign, or bearing the word—that I would not wvislate the
chastity of a brother mason’s female relations, KNOWING them to
be such, &c. &c. A greater mass of absurdity and wickedness I
never heard put together, Yet being then very ignorant of the
nature and obligation of oaths, I felt myself bound to keep them,
though they were galling, and a snare to my conscience. At length
it pleased God to open my eyes to see their abominable nature, and
to set me free from this iron yoke of bondage-—this worse than
Egyptian slavery. And I now bless his name, that he has enabled
me to break those wicked bonds asunder, and to breathe the pure air of
civil and religious freedom. I now consider those horrid oaths of
no force neither in honor, morality, nor religion, and that they had
L
%3
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infinitely better be broken than kept. They are required of no Iaw
of God or man, and of course it can be no man's duty to take them,
They are unlawlully administered and taken. They are deceptive
in their nature, and awfully dangerous to the community ; and if
observed in their true letter and spirit, without any equivocation or
evazion of wind, they expose a person to the commission and con-
cealment of the most abeminable crimes, perjury, REBELLION, and
even MURDER, when required by a brother. ri;f regarded as bind-
ing, they must of necessity clash with every civil and religious obli-
gation, and destroy truth and confidence among men. I rejoice
exceedingly that I am delivered from among them. They have been
an iron yoke upon my conscience and econduct, and I pray God to
pardon my rashness and folly in ever submitting to take them upon
me. The sin lies in taking such vaths, and not in breaking them ;
and I am persuaded that no rational man would ever fake them upon
him, if he knew beforehand what they were, and to what they
would lead him,

It is not my wish to injure the feelings of any of my former breth-
ren by any thing I have said or done, nor do I think I have given
them any just occasion of offence. It is not masons but masonry to
which I am opposed, and while I highly respect many of the frater-
nity as honorable and good men, and with charitable feelings would
leave them all, it is the deceitful and dangerous system of masonry I
abhor, and hereby FOREVER RENOUNCE. In doing this 1 ex-
Eﬁnt to meet the reproaches and slanders of my former brethren, it

eing in full accordance with their obligations; and had I not been
restrained by fear of personal injury, I should have renounced my
connexion with them long ago. If masonic oaths are binding on the
conscience, I am fully convinced, that every seceder has good reason
to fear for his safety. I do not wonder at the rising spisit of the
community against this dark and dangerous institution ; their dearest
rights and interests ave in jeopardy: but I do wonder, and am truly
astonished why Christian brethren, and especially Christian ministers
do not open their eyes to the light which now shines into the caverns
of that secret abomination, and renounce all connexion and fellow-
ship with it ; and while I would adopt the language of the good old
patriarch, and say, ¢ O my soul, come not theu into their secret;
unto their assembly, mine honor, be not thou united I* I would affec-
tiopately warn all my uninitiated Christian brethren, and all Younag
MEN, 2s they value the favor of God, and peace in their own minds, to
keep themszelves aloof from all masonic lodges, and not enter into
those midnight assemblies, where nothing but darkness reigns ; but
avoid them, pass not by them, turn from them and pass away.
“ Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly,
nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the

scornful.’
ERASTUS BATES.
Millbury, Mass. Dec. 1829,
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Renunciations at the Connecticut State Convention.

In the discharge of what we conceive to be a pressing duty, we shall
not attempt to offer any speculations respecting the origin or early
design of the institution of Freemasonry, of which we have long been
members. Nor would we indulge in any animadversions against the
order to wound the feelings of any man. But we have a duty to
perform respecting it, which we cannot neglect. For, in it, we do
now most sincerely believe, the safely and future weal of our coun-
try are deeply concerned. By deing this duty we may incur, and
perhaps we ought, all things considered, to expect to incur, the dis-
pleasure and reproach of some, and we may also wound the feelings
of others. If we do, the fault, we are conflident, will not be ours.
We are prerare-l most seriously and honestly to say that, from what
we know of the principles, ceremonies, and obligations of masonry,
or in other words, its mysteries, we believe it caleulated to do no
good, and capable of doing great mischief. There is nothing in it to
IHIFI‘?H men of sense, when such men look at it, without bias, just
as it is.

As a secret society, we think it should no longer be sustained in
this republic, but should be discountenanced by every man who is a
friend to equal rights, and an jimpartial administration of justice, as
well as to sound morals and pure religion. We therefore, with a
sincere wish to promote the best interests of our country, and of
mankind generally, do in this public manver, make these our declara-
tions respecting the masonic institution, affirming that the grand
seerets of the order are no longer seerels, and withdrawing ourselves
forever from all connexion and fellowship with it.

JASPER BIDWELL, 3 degrees.”
ELISHA SUGDEN, 3 do.

NORMAN BIDWELL, 3 do. } Canfon.
WM. H. HALLOCK, 3 do.
RUFUS TULLER, 2 do, |
WILLIAM TAYLOR, 38 do. Barkhamsted,
CALVIN BARBER, 4 do. Simsbury.

Renunciation of Jesse Smith.

To all Freemen, and especially those whem Christ hath made Free,

Some years since I joined Speculative Freemasonry, and have
taken four degrees. The abduction of Capt. William Morgan induced
me to attempt an investigation of the oaths and ceremonies and com-
fan.-. them with the word of God—and in obedience to his command,

do believe the whole to be a device of Satan—coneceived, born,
and nursed in darkness—and in obedience to God’s command, [ do
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hereby separate mysell and renounce all connexion with said institu-
tion, and beseech the followers of the blessed Lamb, to come out of
her, that they receive not of her plagues.

JESSE SMITH,

A seceding Mark Master Mason.
Addison, County of Addison, State of V1. Feb. 2, 1829,

—l*.--

The Spirit of Masonry.
Extiact lrom a Bermon preached at Bherburne, N. X. by Rev. David Keodall

It is easy to see that the spirit of the masonic institution is such,
and its plans so extensive, that the kingdom of Prince Immanuel, and
the kingdom of prince Hiram ADiff eannot be erected and stand to-
gether on the earth.  Each of these claim the whole earth for a pos-
session. The King of Zion says, * the meek shall inherit the earth,
and delight themselves in the abundance of peace ; and the wicked
shall be cut off. Those mine enemies that would not that I should
rule over them, bring hither, and slay them before me.” But prince
Abiff, on the contrary, claims the whole earth for his * worthy and
well qualified ™ subjects ; and requires them to avenge his death
on all enemies, traitors and cowans, when the time is fulfilled.

Neither ean the religion of both these High Priests stand together
on the earth, any more than their kingly reign. For what is hight to
the one, is darkness to the other; what is duty in one, is crime
in the other; what is holy truth to the one, is falsehood and lies
to the other; what is sanetumn sanctorum to the one, is abomi-
nation and desolation to the other: inasmuch as whichever of
these shall attain to its meridian glory and splendor, it will
throw the other into the total darkness of midnight. And whichever
of these shall rize and spread to the extent of its intended sublime
and sovercign dominion, it will erush the other and grind it to pow-
der, and scatter it like chaff driven before the winds, that no place
may be found for it any more forever,

Our subject shows, that now it is high time for all, and for every
one, to chivose decidedly whom they will serve. Ifthe Lord is God,
serve him ; but if Baal be God, then serve him,

The two—Prince Immanuel and prince Abiff, or Christianity and
Masonry—we have found, on seripture trial, to be so totally differ-
ent, and their elaims and requirements so entirely opposite the one
to the other, that it is impossible to be a true and faithful servant to
both. Either you must love the one and hate the other; or cleave
to one and despise the other. For what concord hath Christ with
Belial, or what fellowship hath light with darkness, or what agree-
ment hath the temple of God with idols! Nay, ye cannot serve God
and Mammon.

As for myself, I have already made up my choice, and now de-
clare, publicly and solemunly, for Prince Immanuel and his cause : and-
renounce all allegiance and (ellowship with prince Hiram Abiff and
the masonic institution. Once indeed, by fair words and smooth
speeches, 1 was caught in his snare, and led cable-towed and blind-
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fold in his path of freedom, till T had got a triple yoke of bondage
upon my neck, is proving too heavy to bear, I reiraced my
steps silently, before any alarm was given or any cry of bondage, or
of immolated victims, had sounded in our borders.

And now as a warning to others to flee out of Babylon, and escape
for their lives to the mountain of Zion, 1 publish my full conviction,
that there can be no fellowship between the kingdom of Christ and
the kingdom of masonry.—Consequently that no one can be a worthy
and well qualified subject of hoth these kingdoms at the same time.
Let every one therefore be fully persuaded in his own mind which he
will serve. And when he has made up his choice for either, let him
renounce all connexion and fellowship with the other; because it is
impossible in this case for any man to serve {wo masters. From the
best authority we learn that the mixed system of iron and clay shall
be ground to powder, when the mighty mystical image of the beast is
broken in pieces, and swept away with the besom of destruction,

————

Eztract from the Renunciation of Artemas Kennedy,
of Milton, Mass.

I am impelled on examination, to acknowledge that Freemasonry,
in its nature and (endency, is hostile not only (o our religion, but to
the eivil institutions of our country—to the regular and equitable ad-
ministrations of justice, and to the general diffusion of social hap-
piness.

I =olemnly declare the oatlis, eblizations and prineiples of mason-
ry, to the tenth degree, to be all faithfully and truly delineated by
Morgan and the Le Roy Convention, on which account [ now con-
sider myself as breaking no masonic obligation, and only assenting to
a truth already told and openly published to the world by a thousand
witnesses. My greatest astonishmont, at present, is, that so many of
the order expose their veraciiy to such strong snspicion, in denying
the truth of those late’ disclosures, and the probable murder of Mor-
gan. His murder is in such strict accordance with masonic princi-
ples, that I have been lately told by a member of Christ’s churceh, in
this county, that he hoped Morgan woas murdered, and that if he
was, he was rightly served, Not Leing able to subseribe to, or ap-
prove of such principles myself, 1 bave suffered lately, imjury and
persecution, and have been threatened this day, by a Roval Arch
inason, from a great distance, and whom [ never belove saw, that he
would be one of four to despatehr me, Thus eonvineed and thus
instigated, I feel it a conscientious duiy, to disown all future con-
nexion with such society and such principles. The call to this duty
is so loud, that it breaks the slummbers of the might ; it visits me at the
table 5 it arrests the progress of my daily ewployvmnent 3 and will, if
pot duly regarded, pursue me to the dark recesses of my tomb! 1
obey the call, break the bond, and declare niyself free of masonie
thraldom, and in so doing, | feel nobler freedom, 1 behol! a more
serene and purer light, than ever the mystic order presented to my
unblinded eyes. B} ARTEMAS KENNEDY.

23
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MASONIC OBLIGATIONS UNLAWFUL,

As proved in a Court of Justice on Empannelling the Jury ol the Trial o
Elitu Muther for a Conspiracy to Kidnap William Morgan, of the
Orleans County Court, Nov. 11, 1829,

His Honor Judge GarpiNeRr presiding.

Hednesday, Nov. 11, 1829.—The Hon. John C. Spencer, Special
Counsel for the people, called on the trial of ELIHU MATEIER,
who stood indicted for a conspiracy to kidnap WILLIAM MORGAN.

Gen. V. Mathews, Wm. H. Adams, Esq. and Daniel D. Barnard,
Esq. were counsel for the defendant.

Myr. Spencer was assisted by J. B, Coles, Esq. in behalf of the

cople.

d I}Jpnn calling the jurors, some conversation took place between the
respective counsel upon the manner of ascertaining whether the
jurors were unbiassed. The counsel for the defendant proposed to
put questions to jurors as they were drawn, and if the answers were
not satisfoctory, then reserve their right to challenge. To this Mr.
Spencer ohjected, and offered to refer the examination of the jurors
to the court. Judge Gardiner remarked, that questions would proba-
bly arise of considerable importance, and suggested the propriety of
pursuing the legal course, which was adopted.

The clerk then proceeded to draw the jury. William Loomis
and Simeon Gilding, were drawn from the panel of petit jurors,
and being found acceptable to both parties, were appointed Triers,
by the court.

Jonathan French was challenged by the defendant’s counsel, and
upon being sworn, said ke had formed no opinion upon the question
at issue. He had, he said, no bias against the defendant. Triers
decided that Mr. F. was impartial, and he was sworn as a juror.

Amos Chyf was drawn and challenged by the defendant’s counsel.
Upon being sworn, said he had formed an opinion, He was rejected.

John Follett was challenged by defendant’s counsel. Upon being
sworn, he said he did not know that he had formed or expressed an
opinion. Had heard something about the Morgan business, but had
read very little upon the subject. Had po bias or prejudice. The
challenge was withdrawn.

Charles Kelly challenged by the defendant’s counsel, and sworn.
Has not heard much =aid about Mather, and bas formed no opinion
against him. Thinks lie has not said that the whole fraternity were
guilty of the murder of Morgan. The challenge was waived.

Samuel Church was challenged. Seymmour Murdock was sworn
88 a witness, He said he had heard Church say that Mather ought
to be punished for the Morgan business. He said that those who
drove the carringe ought to be punished. He had heard Mr. Church
szy this several times. Mr. C. was then sworn. He said he had
often =aid that the guilly ought to be punished, but don’t recollect of
having named Mather. The triers, after a short consultation, rejected
Mr. Church.

Chauncey Hood was challenged by the defendant’s counsel. El-
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bridge Farewell testified that he had heard Mr. Hood say, that Elihu
Mather had a hand in it. Hood was rejected.

Epaphras Pennel challenged. Zimri Perrigo testified, that he
had heard Pennel say that he thought Mather was concerned in
carrying off Morgan. Mr, P. sworn ; testified that he had no recol-
lection of saying that Mather was positively guilty. Had said that if
the circumstances related about M. were true, he must be guilty.
Had not made up a positive opinion. Was rejected,

Luther St. John challenged and sworn. Had formed a qualified
opinion. If reports were frue, he considered Mather guilty—if not
true, not guilty. His opinien would be governed entirely by the
testimony. Had no bias or prejudice against the accused. Had
heard and read much about the abduetion of Morgan.

Mr. Spencer contended that Mr. St. John was, in the eye of the
law, a competent juror. It would be impossible, he said, to find, in
the county of Orleans, an intelligent man who did not believe Mather

wilty, if the circumstances alleged against him should be proved to
%e true. Mr. Adams insisted that Mr. St. John, having formed a
qualified opinion, could not be impartial, and therefore urged his re-
jection. The triers, after a short consultation, decided that Mr. St.
John *“is indifferent.”

D. Reed challenged and sworn. Thinks he has expressed an
opinion that Mather was concerned in the Morgan business. Re-
jected.

; Wm. Bullard, upon being drawn, said he had formed an opinion,
and was excused.

Robert Jinderson, next drawn. Mr. Spencer challenged this juror
on the ground that he was a member of the society of Freemasons,
and of the degree of Royal Arch. Gen. Mathews demanded that
the cause of challenge should be reduced to writing, which having
been done, Gen. Mathews and Mr, Barnard denied that the cause
stated was a legal ground of challenge. Mr. Spencer then produced
his authorities, 1t was laid down in Arehibold, among other causes
for principal challenge, that where a juror * belonged to the same
Society or Corporatinn™ with a party, he was an incompetent juror.
The court remarked that the term society, in the sense which it was
used by Archbold, had reference to societies recognized by law.
Mr, Spencer said he was prepared to prove that the Grand Royal
Arch Chapter, of which the juror and defendant were members, was
made a2 body corporate by an act of our State legislature. After
hearing the arguments of counsel, the court overruled the challen
for principal cause. Mr, Spencer then challenged the jurer ** fo the

avor.”
# Mr. Spencer here stated that the juror, Judge Anderson, was an
important witness in behall of the people, and ought not to act in
the capacity of juror and witness. The defendant’s counsel urged
that Mr. Anderson’s being a witness, did not disqualify him as a juvor,
and that they could not consent to excuse him for that cause.

The same triers were again sworn, and Mr. Spencer called

Dr. Joseph K. Brown. Witness is a Royal Arch mason. Knows
Robert Anderson and Elihu Mather as masons of the same degree.
He and they are memnbers of the Gaines chapter. Freemasons are
not all of the Royal Arch degree. Lodges are below, and encamp-
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ments are above the chapter. Witness has met with Anderson and
Mather in the Gaines chapter. The avowed objects of Freemasonry
ere to favor morality and benevolence. Their charity is confined to
their own members. Witness does not recollect a quarter of the
Royal Arch obligation, about helping a companion out of difficulty.
The words are—* That I will aid and assist a Companion Royal
Areh mason, wherever I shall see him engaged in ANY DIFFICUL-
TY, 80 far as to extricate him from the same, whether RIGHT oz
WRONG.” There is a sign by which a mason can communicate his
distress to a brother mason. This is a secret sign in the master’s
degree. This sign binds a mason to go to the relief of a brother.
Thinks this obligation is 1mpeERATIVE, if the person to whom the
gign is given has the power to extend the relief.

Crass-examined by defendant’s counsel. —Was first initiated at
Ridgeway, in 1520. Was made a Royal Arch mason at Gaines, in
1827. The obligation which he then took, was administered verbally.
Recollects the striking parts of it, and that part which he had related,
in particular, There was no qualification or explanation of the obli-
gation, at the time it was administered. A part of the oath related
to keeping the secrets, The candidate swears that he would sooner
have his head smole off than reveal any part of the obligation. He
was requested to attend afterwards, and receive instructions and
learn the lectures. Masons told him that they would instruct him, if
he attended the meetings of the chapter. He attended once, but no
explanation of the oath was then given. They met in the lodge
room, but the chapter was not opened. They sat round the stove,
and rehearsed their obligations. He had never heard the nature of
the Royal Arch obligation before he took it. There was nothing in
the Royal Arch obligation which bound him to respect and obey the
LAWS OF THE CoUNTRY. Don't recollect that the candidate swears
to support the laws of the country, in any masonic obligation which
he had taken.

[To a question from the defendant’s counsel, whether there was
any thing in the masonic obligations which justified him in viorar-
iNG the laws of the country, the witness replied that there was one
part of the obligation which migut bear that construction, and
which he could repeat, if required to do so. The counsel, however,
waived the question, and the answer was not given.]

Daniel Pratt.—Witness was a neighbor of Mather and Anderson.
He considered them good friends; more intimate with each other
than they were with some, but not more than they were with other
of their neighbors,

Archibald L. Daniels —Witness lives two miles and a half from
where Capt. Mather lived. He considered Mather and Judge An-
derson good friends—perhaps they were more intimate than they
were with their neighbors generally,

Here Mr. Spencer rested, and Robert Anderson HIMSELF was
now called by the defendant’s counsel, and sworn,

Witness says there is a clause in the Royal Arch obligation, which,
without being qualified, is of the same import as testified to by Dr.
Brown. With the qualification, that clause means that when a Royal
Arch mason sees a companion engaged in a quarrel, he is bound to
get him away. This is the only obligation of such a nature, that
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witness ever took. The obligation requires me, when I see a com-
panion engaged in a quarrel, to give him a particular sign to come
away. I thiok this qualification forms a part of the obligation. There
is nothing in any obligation of masonry which requires me to give a
verdict contrary to law. All the echarges and lectures in masonry
enjoin respect and obedience to the laws. Witness thinks that some
of the obligations require him to support and obey the laws and con-
stitution of the country. Witness was in the chapter when Dr.
Brown was made a Royal Arch mason, and is confident that the oath
administered to him was gualified in the manner before stated, Dr.
Brown was the only person raised to the Royal Arch, in Gaines,
since the ahduction of Morgan. Witness thinks there is no bias on
his mind—his intimacy with Capt. Mather commenced about politics.
They were old bucktails together.

Cross-examined by Mr. Spencer.—Witness has said in the fore
part of the excitement, that Morgan was not carried off. He thought,
at first, that it was a trick of Miller and Morgan, to speculate. Has
said considerable about the Morgan business. May have said that
Morgan was not in the carriage which Mather drove. Had formed
an opinion, at first, that Mather did not know Morgan was in the
carriage. Has been pretty warm, frequently, upon this subject, and
has participated in the feelings of the masons. The clause quoted by
Dr. Brown, may be substantially correct, with the qualification in
the oath. Thinks the oath contains the words * dispute or quarrel.””
It is possible this qualification is in the charge which follows imme-
ﬂiatary after the ovalth, but he thinks it is in the oath itself. Is not
sure that the ebligalion requires obedience to the laws, but the lee-
tures do. The obligations require members to support the constita-
tion of the State chapter, and the by-laws of the chapter to which ke
belongs. Has not paid much attenlion to masonry for two or three
years, and is not very bright. There is an obligation about obeyi
regular signs and suminons, but witness does not recollect the lan-
guage of it. He has taken seven different obligations. ;

By defendant’s counsel.—Witness now thinks that Morgan was
carried off.

Mr, Spencer.—Thinks that if Mather knew that Morgan was in
the carriage, he must be guilty. Has not made up an opinion
whether Mather did or did not know that Morgan was in the car-
riage.

iaac W. Averil—Witness was a member of Gaines Royal Arch
chapter. The Royal Arch oath requires us to * EXTRICATE a com-
panion out of any quarrel or difficulty, whether he is RIGHT or
WRONG.” Masons swear to obey regular signs and summons,
when sent, handed, or thrown. This is in the master’s degree.
Witness has forgotten most of the obligations.

Cross-examined by defendant’s eounsel.—The qualification about
helping a companion out of a gquarvel, is not in the oath, but is re-
peated immediately after it. The explanation given to witness, was,
that if he saw a companion engaged in any quarrel in the street, or
elsewhere, he was to go and extricate him without inquiring whether
he was right or wrong. Never understood that his obligations re-
quired him to assist a comparion out of the hands of the law.

Millon W, Hopkins.—Witness has been a Freemason—recollects
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the obligations. One part of the oath in the master’s degree, is, * I
furthermore promise and swear, that I will obey all regular signs and
summons, given, handed, sent, or thrown from a brother master ma-
son, or a regular constituted lodge of the same.”” There is no quali-
Jfication to this, There is another obligation in these words—+*J
Jurthermore promise and swear, thot Iwill fly to the relief of a
brother master mason whenever I shall see the grand haling sign
of distress given, or hear the words annexed thereto, if there is a
greater probability of saving his life, than of losing my own,” In
another obligation, masons swear to apprise their brethren *<of all
approaching danger as far as is in my power.”

There is no qualification or explanation to the oath relative to the
sign of distress, or that about apprising a brother of approaching
danger. These oaths are not expliined to mean any thing different
from what their tenor imports. The charges and lectures, witness
thinks, are calculated to disguise the real character and tendency of
the caths. Wiiness has only taken three regular degrees in masonry.
He has taken what was called the Secret Monitor’s degree, in addi-
tion. Witness has scen these obligations imposed in many instances,
and in different lodges—has heard them given by the Grand Visitor.
The hailing sign may be given by words or by motions.

Cross-examined by defendant’s counsel.—Wilness was made a
mason in Jefferson county, in 1817—he seceded in 1826. He had
studied masonry a good deal—when Morgan’s book was first pub-
lished, he could have rehearsed two-thirds of it. Candidates take
the oath naked and blindfolded—the charge is not given until they

et their clothes on and can see—the charge inculeates virtue and
nevolence. Witness thinks the obligations of masonry po require
the concealment of crime. The obligation to which he refers, is
this—* Furthermore do I promise and swear, that a master ma-
son’s secrets, given to me in charge as such, and I knowing them
to be such, shall remain as secure and inviolable in my breast as in
his own, MmurDER and TREAsON evcepted—and that left at iy own
discretion.”

Witness knows that this obligation is administered in the lodge in
this town, (Barre,) and is quite sure he has seen it administered in
the Gaines lodge. Candidates, just before the oath is administered,
are told by the master, that there is nothing in masonry to affect
their religion or their politics. Witness has himsell administered
these obligations.

Dr. 0. Nichoson—Says he is a mason—was admitted as such in
the Gaines lodge—that the testimony given by Mr. Hopkins respect-
ing the obligations of masonry is correct, so far as he can recollect—
recollects no gualifications in the naths—that the charges are sepa-
rate and distinct therefrom. Did not suppese when he took the
gbligations, that they required him to secrete erime ; but latterly, on
a further examination of the caths, that by a literal reading, they did
require if,

The counsel for the defendant, Col, Barnard, oceupied about three
hours in an able and inpenious argument, in favor of admitting Mr.,
Anderson as a juror. He contended, to exclude him, on the ground
of his belonging to the society of Freemasons, would be a violation
of his rights as a fellow citizen, and establishing a precedent terribly
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alarming in its consequences, He asked whether Gen. Washington,
whom he said was a mason, and a Royal Arch mason, at the day of
his death, or Hamilton, or Gen. Jackson, who were all Freemasons,
were ever rejected as jurors because they belonged to that society,
embracing most of the great men of our nation? Would you reject
these men, appealing to the triers, were they now in the place of
Mr. Anderson ! He said he had lately had occasion to visit the east-
ern part of the State, and that he found the most respeciable portion
of the community there, treated the anti-masonic excitement at the
west with contempt : that this excilement did not extend to remote
parts of our country; and that although the state of feeling among
those opposed to Freemasonry here, might call for such a step as
the one now pending, yet, if it were taken, it would, it must lead to
the most fearful consequences, And to conclude, he said he did not
envy that man, the degree nor amount of contempt that must fall
upon him, who should be the means of rejecting a man from sifting
on a jury, on the ground of his being a Freemason.

In reply to Col. Barnard, the Special Counsel most clearly showed
by the law and the testimony, that Mr. Auderson ought to be rejected
from sitting on this jury, not because he was a Freemason, but be-
cause Robert Anderson and Elihu Mather were both Freemasons,
and that the former was bound to the latter in such strong ties as
necessarily to produce a bias in his feelings towards him, which
would render him in the eye of the law, an incompetent juror. He
contended, that he ought to be rejected not only on the ground of
the bias, which belonging to the same society of the defendant, must
create, but because it had been proved that he was bound by oath
upon oath, sufficiently awful to make one’s hair stand on end, to
protect and fly to his relief, whether right or wrong.

In answering Col. Barnard’s allusion to Washington, Hamilton,
and Gen. Jackson, he very pertinently asked the triers whether they
would shrink from duty, even if Gen. Jackson were now presented
for their decision, instead of Mr. Anderson? And has it come to
this, he said, that we must be told that the excitement created by
the abduetion of a free citizen—the depriving our country of a patriot
—a wife of a hushand, and children of a father, is looked upon with
contempt, and that those engaged in vindicating our laws must be
sneered at, must be libelled, villified, and slandered by masons,~—~men
wrapped up in mystery and bound with oaths the most horrible ?
No doubt, he said, the opposite counsel was told these things, and
also, that there never was any such man in existence as William
Morgan ; that the excitement is all a speculation, got up for political
puraoui, for demagogues to ride into office on. But shall this deter
us, he asked, from doing our duty, from avenging crime ? God for-
bid! Our fathers purchased our liberties at too dear a rate thus to
act. He utterly denied that Gen. Washington was ever a Royal
Arch mason, and he said that he had not attended a lodge for twenty
years previous to his death, and that he virtually renounced the in-
stitution in his farewell address to his countrymen. Mr. 8. con-
tended, that the exigencies of the times never rendered it necessary
to object to any man from sitting on the jury, on account of his
being a mason, till now. And even now, it was when a brother ma-
son was to be tried. But Mr. S. said, that as to the amount of con-
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tempt which the opposite counsel supposed must be visited upon
those who should decide that a mason was incompetent to sit as a
juror in such a case, he would cheerfully share whatever it might
be, with the triers, as he considered it a duty, from the performance
of which nothing ought to deter them.

After the counsel bad closed their arguments, the Court charged
the triers in a clear, able, and pertinent manner. He urged the im-
portance of the question they were to decide, and gave it as his
opinion, that if they were satisfied that Anderson had taken such
oaths as lestified to by Dr. Brown, and acknowledged by himself to
have taken as a Royal Arch mason, they WOULD REJECT him ;
but if they were satisfied that he was under no improper bias in favor
of the defendant, then they would not reject him. The triers decided
that Robert Anderson was NOT IMPARTIAL. '

John Dolly was called and challenged to the favor of the Special
Counsel, on the same ground as Mr. Anderson.

Dr. J. K. Brown—Testified that Dolly was a mason ; that he had
set with himn in the Gaines lodge.

John Dolly sworn—Says he is a Royal Arch mason.

Brown again called—Says, that in the Royal Arch obligation there
is one point which says, “ | furthermore promise and swear, that I
WILL ESPOUSE THE CAUSE of a eompanion Royal Arch ma-
son whenever I see him engaged in any quarrél or DIFFICCLTY, 80
far as to extricate him from the same, whether he be right or
WRONG. That he had recognised Royal Arch masons in other
counties by the same means as he was taught in the Gaines chapter
to use to make himsell known as such: thal if he should ask the
said John Dolly the question there taught to be asked, and he should
ﬂ"ﬁ the answer there taught to be given, to recognise a companion

oyal Arch mason, they would know each other as such. Says
there are signs in the lower degrees whereby masons can make
known to each other that they are in distress or difficulty. By an
express point in said obligation, they are never to be comunitted to

ting. The sign of distress in the Master’s degree, is never to be
given by a mason of that degree, except in cases of real distress, and
that, in such case, the brother who sees it is onLiGED to fly to his
relief. This sign is never to be given except in the body of a lodge,
or in seme bye, secure place, for the henefit of the craft. Says a
man may be led, by considering his obligation sacred, to PROTECT
CRIME.

John Dolly agein called—On being questioned by the Special
Counsel, said he had met the defendant a& a master mason in Gaines
lodge ; that he had sat in said lodge with Dr. Nichoson.

51'. 0. Nichoson called—Took the obligation of a master masomn
in the Gaines lodge ; had met with Dolly there. Says that it is a fun-
damental principle of the masonic institution, that no man can enter
a lodge without having gone through certain forms and ceremonies,
and that among them are certain obligations taken, a part of one of
which says, “ [ furthermore promise and swear, that 1 wiLL oBEY
all signs and summeonses handed, sent, or thrown to me from
a brother mason, or from a regularly constituted lodge of the same.””
Says there is a sign in one of said obligations, called the grand hail-
ing sign of distress, consisting of w and signs, which is imparted
to all members of the lodge of which he is a member, which, in
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pursuance to the fundamental principle above named, this sign came
among the ceremonies—that the obligations Binp the mason fo ap-
praise his brother of approaching danger ; also to kegp his secrels
as inviolably in his breast as in his own, when communieated to him
as such, murder and treason excepted ; and that left to his own free
will and accord. Says he has frequently met in a lodge with Dolly;
thinks that he was in the lodee when he was made a mason ; does
not recollect any obligation in Freemasonry to obey the laws of his
country ; has heard them often repeated; does mot recollect any
explanation having been given after taking the oaths. One strong
feature in the charges given, he thinks, after the first degree, is the
injunction of secrecy—fo be a good and loyal subject. Says the
candidate is told before he takes the first obligation, that it is not to
affect his religion or politics ; that all masons have gone that way
before him ; that there are lectures given as explanatory of certain
igns and tokens. .

n answer to questions by defendant’s counsel, said he had testified
according to his recollections, as he became acquainted with the
obligations and ceremonies in the !mlﬁe. +

In answer to the Special Counsel, he said the lodge must be satis-
fied that the applicant from another lodge is a Freemason, before he
can be admitted—that he makes himself known by certain sizns and
tokens, and by answering certain interrogatories; and these signs,
tokens, and words are required to be the same as those delivered to
him, and that they were satisfactory evidence to the lodge that he
who gave them was a Freemason, and that without being a Freema-
son, and {aking the oath, he could not thus gain admittance to the
lodge in Gaines.

r. Brown again called—Says the association of masons is an in-
timate and friendly association ; that they address each other by the
epithets companion and brother ; that they have a common fund
arising from initiation fees, in which he judged they have a common
and MUTUAL INTEREST. Says that certain passages of ﬁﬂ[‘ipi‘ﬂl‘ﬁ
recited during the taking of the 7th degree. Says that when the en-
tered apprentice is brought to light, he is presented with the Holy
Bible, square and compass, when the master tells him that the Bible
is given him as a rule of his faith and practice; the square to square
his actions, and the compass to keep him within due bounds with alt
men, especially the brotherhood. Says it is not requirl® to know
the religious sentiments of the candidate; that the question to be
asked and the answer to be given, whereby one Royal Arch mason
may know another, is, * Are you a Royal Arch mason 7"~ 1 Am
Taat I AM!P* Thinks the Gaines Chapter recognises a higher tri-
bunal, called the Grand Lodge of the State. That one principal
object of the funds of this lodge is to relicve brethren in distress;
that so long as a4 mason continues a member of the institution, he
is considered a WORTHY member.*

' % This is an important disclosure. It shows that “ WORTHY 7 among
masons, does not mean an excellent moral character, but simply, that the
mason retains his connexion with the lodge ; consequently those only who
secede are considered out of the pale of masonte protection ; and not entitled
16 masonic good offices ; whilst those that REMAIN, be their moral charac-
ter ever so infamous, are considered “ WORTHY ,” and masons are sworn
to sustain and protect them even in their iniguities,

24
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Dolly eross ex.—Said that at an election in Gaines, he was asked
by one Sprague, without any reference to any thing else, * Dont you
think that Mather ought to be punished " that he answered in the
negative, and was going to add, that he once told him that he had
nothing to do with the Morgan affair, and that he had no proof to the
contrary then, but he supposed Sprague to he inlexicated and did not
say further than to give the above answer, Now thought that
Mather might be guilty or not, had formed no decided opinion.
What Gates told hin bad but little impression upon his mind, as he
was determined not to hear or inquire any thing about it: that the
conversation with Sprague was after he was summoned as a juror.

Wm. W. Ruggles, sworn—I13 a member of Gaines Lodge, has
been an officer therein ; savs there is a charge (hat follows the en-
tered apprentice’s oBL1GATION ; the charge, as he has given it in
the Gaines Lodge was, ** You now take your place in the lodge as
an entered apprentice mason, your duty is to obey the laws of the
government under which you live.” The Bible is given to him as a
guide to bis faith and practice. Gave the following points in the
obligations both as he received them and bad given them to others.
“ Furthermore do I promise and swear that 1 will keep the secrets
of a brother master mason, whenever given to me in charge, and [
receiving it as such, as inviolable in my breast as it would be in his
own, murder and freason excepted.”  Says there is nothing given,
during the ceremony, explanatory of the oblizations. # Furthermore
do I promise and swear, that 1 will not give the grand hailing sign of
distress, unless I am in real distress, or my life is in inminent dan-
ger, or in the body of a just and legally constituted lodge, or in a bye
and secure place, for the benefit of the institution. Furthermore do
I promise and swear, whenever 1 see the grand hailing sign of dis-
tress, or hear the words accompanying the same, I will fly to his
relief, il there is greater probability of saving his life than losing my
own.” Says examples are given in illustration of these two points ;
for nce, if one mason gees another exposed to accident, or two
were Tighting together, he must fly to their relief; when those signs
are given they must be obeyed. Says the master gives the illustra-
tions in his own language, as he may think proper at the time ; that
there i3 nothing said in the Gaines Lodge about signs given by an
unworthy brother. The cable tow means a certain distance : three
miles. he is a member of Gaines chapter ; that the Roval Arch
obligation is, * Furthermore do I promise and swear, that I will
espouse the cause of a worTHY companion Royal Arch masoen,
whenever [ shall see him engaged in any quarrel or difficulty, so
far as to extricate him from the same, whether he be right or
WRONG.” Says there is an explanation given of this part ol the
obligation before the candidate is removed from the place where ta-
ken, which is the suppression of bad conduet.

Cross exnmined—Does not recollect that obedience to the law is
inculecated at all in the chapter, or in any except the lirst degree.
Savs he was exalted in 1828 ; if there are any laws on the subjeet,
they are in wriling; knows it has by-laws ; knows of no limitation
how the funds of the chapter are to be applied ; the lodge is the legal
owner of it2 fundsz; are for an express purpoze; has been Warden and
Master of Gaines lodge ; was there received as a mason ; made himn-
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self known as such by language and signs peculiar to masons, whereby
they know whether a man is a mason or not, without understanding
which, he cannot make himself known to the Gaines lodge as a ma-
son, and that the same rules and regulations extend to the chapter
as far as his knowledge extends.

The testimony being closed in this case, Mr. Adams, one of the
counsel for defendant, addressed the triers in an argument of more
than four hours, in which he urged that it must be shown by the
juror himself, that he had a strong bias in his mind, in favor of de-
fendant. Said that he could show as conclusively that there was
blasphemy in the articles and creed of the Episeopal church as in the
masonic obligations, taking both unexplained. He contended that
there was nothing wrong in the the obligation to keep the secrets of
a master mason, murder and treason excepted—that any gentleman
was in duty bound to keep secrets committed in confidence: that
this obligation did not require a mason to conceal crime. Declared
that he was not the friend nor the apologist of the thing ealled ma-
sonry. He did not believe that an institution which bas embraced
the greatest men of the age was instituted for the purposes of crime—
said it was asking too much to suppose that such men as Washing-
ton, La Fayette, &ec. were blackhearted hypocrites—could not be-
lieve that men belonging to this asoesciation were hound to protect
crime : but this, he said, the opposite counsel must make out in order
to reject Mr. Dolly from sitting on the jury.

The special counsel, in addressing the triers, said that Elihuo Mather
stood indicted for carrying off William Morgan, and that John Dolly,
it had been proven, belonged to the same society with him, and that
ke stood challenged for favor, as biassed in his favor, and that he could
not stand indifferent towards him, as required to be by law. He

roduced authorities to show that the most distant relative could not
Ee permitted to sit on a jury, because the laws suspeet his mind is
prejudiced ; that men’s minds, who are constantly at the same table,
would be prejudiced in favor of each other, so as to struggle against
testimony. He contended that in consequence of his being admitted
into the lodge at Gaines, that it was evidence to that lodge, that he
had taken the obligations there administered. As to the word wor-
thy in the obligation, he contended that it meant nothing, as it had
been proven that a mason was considered worthy while a member of
the institution. He alluded to the case that had been so often
cited to show the wvalue of the institution, where the lives
of individuals had been preserved in war. He said the interposi-
tion of the sign of distress, where two men were contending for
their respective governments, whereby the arm of the one was stayed
from doing what his country demanded at his hands, might prove
highly injurious (o that government, and was a base sacrifice of its
interests to the most selfish purposes. He said the sign of distress
was the most danzerous trait in the institution, as, taken in con-
nexion with the obligations, sll masons were bound to obey it. He
alluded to Mr. Dolly’s stating that he had withdrawn from the insti-
tution ; that he did not intend to have any thing more to do with it,
except be should be summoned, as showing the hinding nature of the
obligations. The exception of murder and {reason in the master’s
‘obligation, he said, proved conclusively that every other crime is
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meant to be concealed. As to obeying the laws, so much insisted on
by the opposite counsel, when they were to conceal every crime but
murder and treason, he could not see how it could be done. It is
enough to know, he said, that the person on whom these obligations
rest, has to struggle between his duty to his country and those which
he feels they impose upon him to his brethren. He said that in re-
ecting a member of the Presbyterian church from the jury in a case

tween a brother and a stranger, there would be no treason when
proven that he was bound to prefer that brother to a stranger, but
that the law would sanction it; and he was not to be thurgud with
attacking religion by challenging such a man, as having an improper
bias on his mind in favor of his brother ; neither was he to be told in
this case, by challenging Mr. Dolly on account of his being a Free-
mason, that he was doing violence to any man’s privileges as a free
citizen. If, said Mr. Spencer, the example of Washington in his
youth, must be guoted to prove that masonry is right, let us not be
denied the example of this great and good man in his riper years to
despise it—and to which he referred when he sald—** beware of se-
eret societies.”

The court stated its views of the law as applicable to the present
case,

The triers decided that Mr. Dolly was not impartial.

Grinnel Davis was called and rejected.

Samuel Clark was called and rejected.

Jonathan Whitney, was called and admitted.

Three others were called and rejected. The panel having been
gone through with, the Sheriff was ordered to summon five talis-
wen.

A. L. Owen was called and empanelled.

Rufus Ingersoll, Carlos C. Ashley, Thomas Roberts, and Alderman
Dutts, were next sworn, and the panel completed.
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