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PREFACE. 

. 
Tuz several doouments comprised in the following . . 

work have been publish.~d at various times, and ·in 
• 

different sections of our country; They .have . prioti-
pally appeared in the ·pamphlet form ; and wherever 
Circulated have been re~~:d ~h avidity, and have· ex- . 
erted a powerful influence. Those which have ·~eqn' 

presented. to ~he : t>up11c only through the m~diutri ·or 
niwtpaper• have .not r~ceived that general circulatiol\ 
and perusal which theif' value and·importance :demand';· 
owing to the fact, that those· organs of communication 
are for the most part subjected to masonic influence, 
and that but few papers are . enlisted in the Anti-

• masonac cause. 
They are here republished, with the hope that they 

may receive from the public that attention which they 
merit ; and that the influence which they are caleulated 
to exert may be felt, and be widely extended. 

Collectively, they form a volume \vhich may be of 
some service to those who hue given to the subject 
on which they treat but little attention, and who have 
not informed themselves in relation to the principles of 
the ~asonic Jnstil:Jition, as they have been developed 
by recent investigations. 



• JY PREI' .A.CE. 

The nature and tendency of the institution are )Mire 
cl~arly exhibited, and its principles and practices fully 
illustrated and exposed. Frorn 'the fact that most of 
the writers of the pieces herein contained have been 
m~mbers of the institution, and consequently acquaint· 
ed With its secret principles and designs ; and also 
fro.m the uniformity of their testimony, we may ·rely 
on · their statements as correct, and consider their . . . 

i'epre!ientation of its character as in accordance with 
trutll'~ ·. · 

:thctincreasing demands of the public for info~a-
• • 

tio~ ·bn the subjeCt .of Masonry, and the persuasion 
that a work which should present at one view the 
opinions of the most distinguished writers respecting 
iti ·would be useful, and well a~ted for ·distribution, 
were the causes which led to tHe publication of the 
:present yolume. The compiler indulges the hope that 

• 

it may subserve the cause of truth, by diffusing light 
on the subject of Masonry, and by exciting a more 
general inquiry into the nature of its claims. 

Boston, Feb. 22, 1830. 



RECOMMENDATION. 

TuE State Anti-ma8onic Committee of Ma81achu-. 
·~~~~e .e~amined the Prospectus, and a considera­
ble poJit.(pn of the Documents ptopPsed to be published 
by Mr~ J:1111Es C. 0DJOR~,E, in a .distinct volume. The 
work appears to ~e judicio~sly selected, well ar~nged, 
and ably conducted. ,_. A great mass of informationr.'of 
the most import!'Pt kin~, is .. brought together in ~ 
.m~pner deserving,, the auent.ion and patronage· o£ ihe 
public. . 

ABNER PHELPS, 
Per Order. 
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FREEMASONRY. 

EARLY HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY. 

TnE early history of Freemasonry, like that of Rome, 
is involved in obscurity. The conquerors of the world 
were not satisfied with the plain truth of their national 
ongm. They taught that the "Eternal City" was found­
ed and first tilled by the son of Mars, whose name was 
Romulus; who was taken to the gods in a tempest of 

. lightning, and became QuiRtNus, the patron saint of the 
city, and one of the chief gods of Rome. This was lofty 
and sonorous, and unexceptionable, had it been true. 

Our modern power, which seeks, with Roman ambition, 
to lord it over the whole habitable earth, also styles itself 
eternal, as did Rome; deduces its origin from Heaven; 
claims the wisest man for its lawgiver; and some mighty 
thing in the nature of the philosopher's stone for its se­
cret-all which is equally credible and as well attested 
as that Romulus was nursed by a wolf, or Jupiter was a 
god that could save. And the masonic fables are told, to 
cover the meanness of Freemasonry's origin ; for she, 
too, sprung from a confederacy of lawless plunderers: 
and it mortifies the pride of the high priests, it tops the 
vanity of the grand masters, and makes the puissant sove­
reigns of Freemasonry to tremble for the security of 
their thrones, to be told that their boasted order, sprung 
from the mire of the Itosicrusians, and spread abroad over 
the face of the earth upon the licentious cupidity of its 
speculative fathers; that it originated within the 18th 

1 
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century, among men capable of the most atrocious {alee­
hoods, and base enough to sell their reputation for money, 
and to barter a good conscience for the delusion of a 
lodge room ; men who sold masonic charters for an ap­
pearance of mystery, but of a truth for gold. 

Stone masons, in common with ninety-one other crafts 
and trades in the city of Loudon, have been in the habit 
for centuries, of meeting in club, for the purpose of im· 
provement in the elements of their business and craft. 
Each craft has its public hall, its admission fee, its coat of 
arms, and its charity fund . The companies are given by 
name in the order of their rank, in Rees' Encyclopedia, 
A.rt. Company; and out of only eighteen whose form of 
government is particularly mentioned, sixteen are govern· 
ed by a JJfaster, two Wardens, and a various number of 
other assistants. So Freemasons' lodges are governed ; 
and the titles, Worshipful and Most Wot·shipful, now 
peculiar to masonic officers, were common to gentlemen 
of the 16th and 17th centuries, as Esquire and Honorable 
are common at the present day. 

The l.ord Mayor of l.ondon, at his election usually 
makes himself free; i.e. becomes a member of one of the 
twelve principal societies, if be were not a membe1· of one 
of them before : " for these twelve," says the Cyclopedia, 
"are not only the oldest, but the richest; many of them 
having had the honor of kings and princes to be their 
members, and the apartments of their halls being fit to 
entertain a monarch." But Masons are not among the 
first twelve: their rank is 31, hall in Basing Hall-street, 
charter Charles II., 1677. Some of these societies meet 
by prescriptive right ; the oldest charter is that of the 
Parish Clerks, A. D. 1233, Henry III. ; the Bakers, A. D . 
.1307, Edward II. Six were chartered in the 14th centu­
ry, eighteen in the 15th century, twelve in the 16th cen­
tury, forty, (and among them the Stone Masons,) in the 
17th century, and some in the 18th century. 

Handicraft Masonry is an ancient trade, and has ever 
received the fostering attention of distinguished princes. 
Both in France and in Scotland, the craft were allowed a 
peculiar jurisdiction over all disputes growing out of the 
exercise of their trade. (Lawrie's History of Maspnry, p. 
110, and p. 297.) This was granted in France, A. D. 
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1645 ; and in Scotland, near two hundred years earlier, 
to real builders. 

In the rude times, when men, ignorant of chirography, 
impressed the seal of their parchments with the tooth in 
their head for their signature, it was usual for master · 
masons to give their apprentice a grip or sign, by which 
be should make himself known to any mason as a regu~ 
larly entered apprentice to the t rade ; and another when 
be had completed his apprenticeship, and passed to the 
rank of a journeyman or fellow-craft; and a third, when 
by assiduity, experience, and skill , he had become himself 
a master of work, took buildings to rear, hired fellow­

. crafts or journeymen, and received apprentices. The 
word, the sign, and the grip, in those unlettered ages, 
were the certificate of the craft to its regularly taught 
members ; and in Germany were common before Free­
masonry was imported from England. (See Prof. Robi-
son's Proofs, p. 54.) . 

Masonic historians claim the men to be Freemasons 
against whom the statute was passed in the 25th of Ed­
ward III., and again in the reign of Henry VI. , forbid­
ding them to assemble in lodge~ and chapters. (See F. 
M. L ibrary, p. 25; H ardie's Jlonitor, p. 20; L awrit.,p. 
94 ; Encyclopedia B rittanica, Art. Masons, S ec. 62~) 
Now Edward III. dealt with Englishmen of that day, as 
George Ill. would have dealt with Americans in his day ; 
as if they had been slaves. A plague had swept away a 
fearful portion of the English population, and the scarcity 
of laborers, caused all c lasses of mechanics to demand an 
increase of wages. Edward had several castles and mag­
nificent edifices in building, and to make his money hold 
out, must compel the masons and mechanics to work at 
the old rates. He issued such an ordinance, and enforced 
it by his sheriffs. Under that ordinance, masons were 
returned from the several counties of England to work on 
Windsor Castle, as jurors were returned to serve in the 
king'e courts. (See B urne's H istory of England, reign of 
Ed. Ill.) This was equally agreeable to the Lords of Par­
liament and to himself, and accordingly it was enacted 
A . D. 1350, that " as servants, not willing after the pesti­
lence, to sene without taking excessive wages, had been 
required to serve in their accustomed places at the rate 
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• 
they bad received in the 20th year of Edward III.; and 
as it is given the king to understand in this present Par­
liament, that the said servants have paid no regard to the 

,.Rid ordinance, but to their ease do ~vithdraw from the 
'"service of great men and others, unless they have livery 
and wages to the double or treble of that they were wont 
to take in the said 20th year and before, to the great 
damage of the great men, &c. be ordained and established 
the things underwritten." 

Chap. 1. Fixes the day and year wages of farm ser­
vants. 

Chap. 2. The price of threshing all sorts of corn by the 
quarter. 

Chap. 3. Prescribes the wages of several sorts of artifi­
cers and laborers; among whom Carpenters and Masons 
are particularly specified. 

Chap. 4. Requires artificers to make oath that they will 
use their crafts, as they did. in the 20th year of the same 
Edward Ill. (See Ruffhead's Englis~ Statutes, Vol. I, 
p. 251.) 

Seventy-four years after the enactment of this statute, 
which plainly is applicable only to handicrafts, Henry VI., 
in Parliament at Westminster, ordained that "no con· 
federacies and congregations shall be made by masons in 
their general chapters and assemblies, whereby the good 
course and effects of the statute of laborers, (25th Ed. 
III.,) are violated and broken, in subversion of law; and 
if any be, they that cause such chapters and congrega­
tions to be assembled and holden, shall be adjudged 
felons." Coke's 3d Ins. p. 99. 

The common pretence of Freemasons, that these 
statutes were levelled particularly against their mystic or­
der, by the influence of bigoted priests, because the secret 
was not betrayed in the office of auricular confession, is 
too shallow, after once reading these statutes, to cover the 
nakedness ofthe falsehood, or to conceal the evident du­
plicity of its first publishers. But one thing these statutes 
conclusively show with the aid of masonic historians, viz. 
that in the reign of Edward II[. and Henry VI., there were 
no Freemasons in England, but stone masons; who met 
in general chapters and assemblies, not to cultivate tho 
knowledge of a wonderful mystery, but to impede the exe-
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eution of the laws, and to violate the statutes of their 
oountry. 

With this view faithful history fully concurs. That a 
society claiming the glories of Freemasonry should have . 
existed for ages unnoticed by any writer, noble or con­
temptible, foolish or learned, is wholly incredible, and 
unworthy of belief. The Puritans and the Presbyterians, 
the Cabalists and the Rosicrusians, the Gypsies and the 
Necromancers, the Alchymists and the Jesuists, are each 
liberally noticed in the works of various authors during 
the 16th and 17th centuries; but Freemasonry bas not 
so much as a name, until the 18th century. To any his­
torical scholar, this alone is enough. We read of the 
Fraternitas lathomorum, or company of bricklayers; but 
it requires not a lawyer to discern, that these are the men 
against whom the statute of laborers was directed, in the 
25th year of Edward III., and are not the men who have 
at this day in their lodges the language of Eden, and the 
mysteries of the Antediluvian world. * * * 

Of the same tenor is the fact, that Papacy and Free­
masonry cannot dwell together in peace; but we hear not 
a word of their disagreement, until the 18th century. 
Certainly Papacy is older than 100 years ; and if Free­
masonry be much above that, how did it previously escape 
a conflict which 1'\as never ceased since first it commen­
ced, A. D. 1730 to '40? The canons of the church re­
quire full and free confession to the priests from nil good 
Catholics. The oaths of Freemasonry require absolute 
secrecy upon the transactions of the brethren from every 
good mason. Now, these canons and oaths nowhere 
abide together without discord and a deprivation of church 
privileges, and they never could harmonize for one mo­
ment. Therefore, the time when they first fell out and 
contradicted each other, must have been near the begin­
ning of one, or both of them. That time is determined 
by the Bull of the Pope, 1738, 17:$9. Wring and twi:>t 
the brother mason may, but there is no escape; the date 
is correctly stated, seventeen hundred thirty-eight, issued 
by Clement XII. (See Lawrie's Hist. Mas. p. 1~2; Ency. 
Brit. Art. Masonry, last edition.) 

What has been said is proof, not only that the account 
which Freemasonry gives of . itself, is erroneous, but 

l* 
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grossly erroneous; not only that the order was not organ• 
ized by Solomon and patronized by St. John, but that it 
had no existence even in the days of Edward Ill., and of 
Henry VI. of England. The question becomes interest­
ing, whence did it originate 1 and who first promulgated 
its falsehoods 1 

T he Rosicrusian mania sprung up in Germany, A. D. 
1610, nearly ; and overspread Christendom. This puff of 
indefinable extravagance originated from the writings of 
J ohn Valentine Andrea, a celebrated Theologian of Wir­
temberg; (see L ondon Mag. 1824, Vol. 9, p. 143,)-who 
amused himself with tales of spiritual wonder and mystical 
glory, as a literary hoax, in the style of Munchausen's 
wonderful adventures in his memoirs. The visionary 
minds of that day took his work in earnest. T hey claimed, 
in general, for the rosy cross philosophy, whatever is now 
particularly claimed for Freemasonry, a heavenly origin, 
a magic influence, a wonderful secret, and en bounded ex­
cellence. T he universal medicine and the philosopher's 
stone, were gravely professed for the glory of its mystical 
laboratory ; and to so great a pitch of extravagance did its 
vain professors run, that modern Freemasons are sober 
men in the comparison. This folly was greatly ·admired 
in England by some men of a strange fancy, and of great 
learning ; and by others publicly professing the black art. 
Among the former, the name of Elias Asbmole, the nnti­
quary, stands conspicuous; and among the latter, W m. 
Lilly, the astrologer ; and somewhere between them, is 
R obert Fludd. 

This A shmole, is greatly accounted of as a brother by 
masonic:: historians, and is the first accepted Freemason 
claimed" by professor Robison. Ashmole says he was 
" elected" in Mason's Hall, Basing Hall-street, A. D. 
1646. (See B iog. B rit.) This is the Hall of the London 
Company of Stone Masons, chartered 1677, 31 years 
after Ashmole's admission into its livery, and remaining 
to .tbis day, as it ever has been, in the possession of the 
Stone Masons; a society distinct from, and independent 
of the modern Freemasons. And it is evident that Ash­
mole was only made free of the Ma.'lon's Company as his 
friend Lilly was made free oftbe Salters Company, and as 
.tbe Lold Mayor is usually made free of some one of the 
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1~ principal Companies of tradesmen or mechanics in the 
city of London; and that Ash mole was not initiated, pass­
ed, and raised to the Sublime degree of Master Mason, as 
in a modern Lodge of Freemasons. Therefore we think 
the record must be wrong, which makes Ashmole a Free­
mason of the modern type. 

It is an undeniable fact that the conceited mystery of 
the Rosicrusians, and their vainglorious pretences to every 
thing good and great and magical, or holy, are united with 
the emblems and working tools of a handicraft mason, the 
compasses and level and square and leather apron, to form 
that lying wonder of the 19th century which is commonly 
called Freemasonry. This union did not take place in 
one day ; nor until the false philosophy of the Rosicru­
sians fell into merited disgrace, and the sect ran out. 
Ashmole died A . D. 1692, and with him the last of the 
rosy cross philosophers; but the spirit of this order, after 

. lingering a few years among men of less note, passed by a 
species of metempsychosis, into a new body, the company 
of masons, with whom it first appears in the early part of 
the 18th century. 

When Ashmole died, 1692, Sir Christopher. Wren was 
at the head of the English architects, holding the office of 
Deputy Surveyor of the kiug's buildings: in 1698 he 
was made by William III. Surveyor General of the public 
works ; and in 1714 to 1718, for political considerations, 
he was removed from office by George I. All masonic his­
torians call Sir Christopher Wren Deputy Grand Mas­
ter, at the time when he was Deputy Surveyor, and Grand 
Master of tlte Freemasons, at ~he time when he was Sur­
veyor General to the throne. But in doing this they 
make a very short rope to hang themselves ; for by their 
own ~bowing the first Grand Lodge was formed in 1717 ;* 
then, how could Sir Christopher Wren be Grand Master 
in 1698, nineteen years before there was a Grand Lodge 1 

During this period the Rosicrusian pretensions were 
seeking, like a troubled spirit, for some resting place.-. 
The age is one of the most extravagant speculation: and 
mo•ed with a strange desire of fame and money and con­
"iviality, four companies of STONE !lASONs, who were left 

• See any masonic history of tbat year: Preston, Dermott, Law­
rie, et a!Wa. 
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of those that had been associated in ~uilding the proud 
edifices of London after the fire of 1666, met, the lodge 
that had worked on St. Paul's Church being at the head, 
and formed the Grand Lodge of London, in February, and 
elected their officers June 24th, A. D. 1717. With a 
view to fill up their ranks, and to increase their conse­
quence, they voted to accept men of other trades and pro­
fessions, as members of the society. (Vide P reston, 
Smith, Lawrje, H ardie, Tannehill, et alias, particularly 
the Ahiman Rezon of Lawrence D ermott, quoted in the 
4th No. of the A. M. Review and Magazine.) Three 
years they struggled, accommodating the Rosicrusian 
pretensions to the emblems of a handicraft mason; and 
then, in 1720, burnt their papers for the benefit of the 
mystery. (See all the above writers.) They gave out 
that this bonfire was made " by some t oo scrupul{}Us breth­
ren," who feared that the secrets of masonry would be 
exposed in the Book of Constitutions about to be publish­
ed ; but the smoke of that fire was not thick enough to 
envelope the origin of their mystic order in impenetrable 
obscurity. No doubt they hoped by burning their pre­
tended parchments, to destroy all evidence disproving 
their claim to immemorial customs and imprescript.ible 
rights, which claim was in a course of preparation for the 
public in the dreaded Book of Constitutions. After three 
years more, the volume came forth from the hands of An­
derson and Desaguilliers, or Desaguliers, and blowed the 
first strain of masonic vainglory and unearthly mystery, 
which is heard from any book or printed treatise! 

Anderson and Desaguilliers, a Scotchman and a 
Frenchman, in London, were the men who first published 
to the world, the high pretensions of Freemasonry; men 
of a low character, and of a base spirit, whose Book of 
Constitutions of Masonry, was ushered from the press, A. 
D. 1723, and is hardly older than our grandfathers! (See 
Robison's Proofs of a Conspi'racy, p. 19, and p. 60: 
Lawrie, p. 92.) This Volume of mock Constitutions, is 
the basis of all masonic history, and its delusive state­
ments have been servilely copied and greatly magnified, 
until the mystic wonder has grown beyond the size and 
power of the fabled monsters of antiquity. 

Now the false spirit of the rosy cross philosophy was 
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fairly embodied with the emblems of a mechanic's socie­
ty; and was brought forth by the Book of Con$titutions 
in the form of Freemasonry. From the time of its birth 
the lying wonder began to run to and fro in the earth, 
\Vherever British commerce could convey it; and charters 
for holding masonic lodges were everywhere sold at a 
cash price, and an annual stipend, by the Grand Lodge of 
London. To that Grand Lodge the inhabitants of most 
parts of continental Europe, of the East and West Indies, 
of Africa and of America, paid an annual tribute for the . 
right to confer the three degrees of Morgan's Freemason­
ry! The date, and Grand Master who issued the warrant, 

· are carefully recorded, in Preston, Smith, Tanneltill, and 
others, for holding lodges in all quarters of the earth. A. 
D. 17Q9, Freemasonry was first introduced into the East­
Indies; 1730 the Grand Lodge of Ireland was formed; 
1731 a patent was sent from England to erect a lodge at 
the Hague ; 1733 Freemasonry established itself in North 
America at Boston; 1736 at Cape Coast in Africa, and 
at Geneva in Europe; in Scotland the same year the first 
Grand Master was elected : and so the tripled-headed 
monster, E NTERED APPRENTICE, FELLow CRAFT, and 
MASTER, went deceitfully round the earth while it was 
yet in its teens. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
That masonry is as old as Babel, we do not refuse to 

believe ; it is Freemasonry, otherwise called Speculative 
JJfasonry, of which we treat, and of which we affirm that 
its era is A. D. 1717; no man need mistake our mel\ning. 
Neither do we pretend that the order was then made up 
of new principles, or of a newly created race of men ; but 
certain men and certain principles, previously existing, 
were then for the first time formally united and embodied 
into that mystic order called Freemasonry ; and a system 
was formed, which did not exist before even by name, 
which system we know by the name of Speculative Ma­
sonry. We do not even suppose that all the materials of 
this coat of many colors came out of one fleece, or was 
spun and wove by the same king Solomon. The aprons 
and trowels and temple were taken from the masons ; the 
divine origin, mystic virtues and wonderful secrets of the 
order came from the Rosicrusians ; the magic and for-
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tunetelling from the Necromancers ; the morals from the 
Jesuits; and the horrid oaths of the order, from its own 
bowels. But the time that all these were first publicly 
stitched together to form Speculative Masonry, was when 
the only four companies of Operative Masons in the south 
of England, met at the Appletree tavern in London, Feb. 
1717, and constituted themselves " the Grand Lodge" 
,of England pro tempore in due form. Vide P reston p . 
166. ANTHONY S AYER, Grand Master. 

The proof that it had no earlier existence is perfectly 
conclusive. Speculative Masonry, or Freemasonry, is a 
matter of great notoriety. Any question in a future age, 
of its existence in the 18th or 19th centuries, could be 
answered satisfactorily by pointing to splendid Masonic 
Halls, to quarto volumes of constitutions, and octavo his­
tories, to medals aud monuments and deeds of parchment, 
as well as deeds of wickedness. The literature of this 
age abounds with it. Those who rend the account of 
laying the corner stone of the Bunker-hill Monument, 
will point to that pillar of national glory, as a proof that 
Freemasonry existed A. D. 1825 ; and, if that is not 
enough, the foundation may be removed, and there a 
medal be found wilh inscriptions of vanity, which in this 
republic can only helong to Most Worshipful Freema4 
sonry : unless an indignant people should juatly tear the 
disgraceful plate from its proud resting place. . 

In vain we search for any proof of this sort existing 
earlier than the 18th century. We find constitutions of 
Jesuits, Rosicrusians, and Alchymists. We find histories 
of political parties, reliO'ious sects, and Bucaneers. We 
find teKt books of Cab~la, necromancy, al>trology, magic, 
fortunetelliog, aud various proofs of witchcraft ; but not 
a particle of evidence to show the existence of Freema­
sonry, or Speculative Masonry. It is not mentioned or 
alluded to; it is not painted on canvass, or stamped on 
paper, or indented on plate. That its universal language 
must have been spoken ; that iis mystic characters were 
certainly understood, and its omnific word even then pos­
sessed some share of omnipotence, no one who believes 
in Freemasonry, can for a moment doubt. But all the 
proof is found in pages and documents, in fraternities 
and monumenu of the 18tb and 19th centuries; and tbis 
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in such abundance, as quite to supply the failure of .five 
hundred year$ preceding ; although it admits of a doubt, 
whether there is enough to supply the deficiency of the 
other five thousand years from the year of light. Fifty 
centuries are a long period for the active labors of a great 
mystery spread over the face of the whole world, to pass 
entirely unobserved : and there is no accounting for it, 
only as a great mystery, and such, Freemasonry may un-

. doubtedly be ; for men do not well understand it, when 
it is fully revealed. 

We have read the volumes of Hume and Smollet and 
Bisset with care. They give a connected history of Eng­
land from the earliest dates to the 19th century, and no 
mention is made of Freemasonry to our recollection. 
'l'ben we have run over Mosheim, who gives a faithful 
history of the church, century by century, from the year 
of our Lord, to the 18th century, and Freemasonry 
entire! y escapes either his notice or our memory. * * 

We lay them away, and turn to honest Scotland. 
Robertson tells its story in the most exquisite manner ; 
he spreads upon his page every fact of importance, and 
Walter Scott fills the world with the poetry of its history. 
But where is the mention of Freemasonry, or Speculative 
Masonry, or the men of the cabletow 1 In the lights and 
shadows, in the tales and legends, in the songs and histo­
ries of Scotland, as well as of England, where is the 
mention of Freemasonry prior to the 18th century! We 
know of none. * * * 

It is too much after this to search Gibbon, Gillie~ , 
Ferguson, and Rollin for Freemasonry; if we did, it 
would be of no use ; they take no notice of it. * * 

Neither poet nor moralist, politician nor controYersialist, 
historian, biographer, antiquary, or novelist of continental 
Europe, previous to the 18th century, can be named, who 
mentions aucb a thing of oaths and degrees, aa modern 
speculative masonry ; or who so much as writes the name 
'Freemasonry,' or any of its present modifications, in any 
language of Europe. We do not pretend to have read 
all, but we understand enough to challenge the most 
learned professor of masonic lore, the very sublime, elect, 
and perfect masons, to show any author with a title page 
older than one hundred and six years, who mentions or 



' 

12 OPINIONS ON FREEMASONRY, 

alludes to the mystery in any part of the earth ; or to 
produce any medal, or manuscript, or monument, or well 
authenticated copy of any iuscription upon any medal or 
monument, naming, or having allusion to Sptculative 
Masonry, or Freemasonry, of a date earlier than the be­
ginning of the 18th century, in any country on the face 
of the earth.-Anti Masurtic Review. , 

THE PRETENSIONS OF FREEMASONRY TO AN ORIGIN 
IN THE DAYS OF SOLOMON. 

&drtu:t from Ldttrs of Rtu. Henry J•ru1. 

At a t ime like the present, when the institution of 
Freemasonry is undergoing the faithful scrutiny of the 
public, it seems to be of very great importance, that the 

·question, so frequently asked, " W hat is tile orig in of 
the I nstitution?" should recei\·e the answer which it de­
mands, in order that an impartial and correct judgmen' 
may be more readily formed. If it originated with the 
people of God; and was patronized as a good and useful 
institution by many of the most eminent characters whose 
names are recorded in holy writ ; at a time too, when 
they were enjoying the special guidance and approbation 
of the Most H igh ; a favorable judgment must be render­
ed of it, at least while in its nat ive purity, though now S() 

degenerated and pP.rverted :-But if, on the other hand, 
this institution originated with men of corrupt principle~, 
who have falsely founded it, on pretended important facts, 
which n·ever existed ; then of course, considering also, 
its present deformed character, it must be condemned by 
the public, as a base and wicked fabrication, an insult 
upon community, and only worthy to be utterly expunged 
from all ranks of society. E ach of these suppositions, for 
the origin of the institution, is considered correct, by the 
opposite parties who feel interested in the snbject, and 
are exhibited by them, respectively, as proof of its merits, 
or demerits. 

It is my design on this occasion to show, that its mun 
claims to an origin at tile building of the temple af Solo-
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man, arnO'llg wise and lwly men, are unfoundcfl, and that 
consequently, it must have had its origin since that time, 
anumg false and w·icked men, so tliat those wise and l~oly 
me1t liad no part nor lot in the matter. . 

It is well known to all the fraternity who have become 
somewhat familiar with the lectures of the first three de­
grees, that they do teach us, that Speculative, or Free­
masonry, originated at the building of Solomon's temple, 
and that a large share of the mysteries of the institution 
are estaulished on certain events, which are said to have 
transpired at that time and place. I shall not consider 
it necessary to repeat over those parts of the lectures to 
which I allude ; but for the benefit of some who may 
still be unacquainted with the subject, I would concisely 
bring into view some of the pretensions of masonry, as to 
its having its origin at the building of the temple with 
Solomon and others, which I am to endeavor to show, as 
being false. 

Passing by much in the first and second degrees, which 
teaches the same, I shall confine my remarks to the third 
degree ; and would observe, First, that the lecture of this 
" sublime" degree, teaches us that Freemasonry was 
founded at the building of the temple, by these important 
circumstances, which it professes to record, viz. that there 
were employed in building it, three Grand Masters; 
Solomon king of Israel, Hiram king of Tyre, and Hiram 
"Abiff," as he is designated in masonry, but in the scrip­
~ure, Hiram the son of a widow, &c. who alone constitu· 
ted the Master's lodge at that time, and who alone pos­
sessed the Master's secrets or word, holding their secret 
meetings in the sanctum sauctorum, or boly of holies of 
the temple. They are represented also, in this degree, 
as having agreed together, never to give the Master's 
word to any other person, unless they all three ·were to­
gether in doing it; so that, when Hiram "Abiff" is rep­
resented in this degree, as being slain, before any of the 
craftsmen had received this secret word of the Masters', 
it could not afterwards be given, for want of the three 
Grand Masters together, and was, in consequence of this, 
for many years lost, having another word substituted in 
its stead. 

Having brought forward these things as the pretended 
2 
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matters of fact, on which the institution of Freemasonry 
professes to be founded ; I would observe, that they bring 
with themselves no proof that they are matters of fact in 
reality, unless we arc bound t.G consider them so proved 
by the bare assertion of an individual, who says that he 
was secretly told so, by a second person in the preceding 
generation, who in like manner, received his information 
from a third, and so on through fifty or an hundred gen· 
erations, to go back to the days of Solomon : But no tri· 
bunal has ever been authorised to allow the least credit 
to a witness like this, on any important question between 
opposite parties. 

Although it is often difficult to prove a negative in 
such a <:ase as this; I am prepared to prove, unless I 
greatly mistake, that these masonic pretensions to the 
origin of the institution at the building of the temple, are 
false; by showing from scripture history, that Hiram 
King of Tyre and H iram "Abiff" never were. associated 
with Solomon as Grand Master in the building of the 
temple, so that they three, never constituted a Master's 
lodge there, assembling in the sanctum Fanctorum for 
their secret meetings. Every one must know, who is 
acquainted with this history, 1 Kings, 2 Chron., that 
Solomon \fas Master alone, over all the work of the build­
ing, that he was especially endowed with wisdom from 
above to quulify him to form so great a work, and that 
the Lord furnished him with particular directions, through 
the agency of Duid his father,* which was equal to a 
pattern of the building, and more than this, Hiram king 
of T yre, as it seems from scripture and reason, never 
left his kingdom to go and dwell at J erusalem, while the 
temple was building, as he only bartered with Solomon 
in a friendly manner, by furnishing timber for the temple, 
and sending his servants to cut and prepare it, &c. for 
which Solomon made satisfaction in wheat, barley, wine 
and oil ; with twenty cities. It is e1·ident, also, beyond 
dispute, that Hiram " Abiff" was not a Grand Master 
with Solomon in building the temple, and with him con­
litituting a Master's lodge, meeting privately in the wane­
tum sanctorum, as the third degree represents; because 

• 1 Chron. :xxvili. 11, 12, 19. 
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he was employed only as a very skilful workman in met­
als, and because, he labored not on, or about the temple, 
but exclusively in casting the furniture, &c. fQr the tem­
ple, under the direction of Solomon, "In tlte plain of 
Jur·dan-in the clay g round between Succotlt and Zar­
than," or " Zcredatlwh."* 

Again, the instructions of the third, or "sublime" de· 
gree, give us to understand that Freemasonry originated 
with wise and good men, under the patrohage of God, at 
the building of the temple, by its establishing the princi­
pal part of the mysteries of that degree on the pretended 
murder of Hiram " Abiff," with the various circumstan­
ces in its coimexion, while he was in the temple, before 
it was finished, at a time too, when he was daily employ­
ed in planning work for the craft, and overseeing them 
on the building. All who have taken the third degree, 
or have examined Morgan's book, may know, that there 
is a long secret dialogue or trageiiy, to be acted out, by 
the members of the lodge whenever the degree is confer· 
red,.in imitation of the whole process, and all the circum­
stances, of the pretended murder of this Hiram, and that 
the candidate who takes the degree, must always repre­
sent Hiram, and experience a mock murder, two burials, 
&c. : But of Hiram's being thus murdered in the tem­
ple, before its completion, masonry gives us no better 
evidence than what has been noticed in case of the other 
pretended facts, on which, not the least dependence can 
be placed, even if there were nothiug to disprove it. 

If such a horrible assassination as this is represented 
to be, of so important a character · as Hiram was, bad 
taken place under those circumstances, it is unaccounta­
bly strange, that the sacred writer, in recording the re­
markable events connected with that great work, should 
pass over so important an event as this, in utter silence ; 
and strange too, that Josephus, who has given such a 
particular account of the building, workmen and circum· 
stances of the temple, in his 8th Book, 2d and 3d Chap­
ters, should not intimate a word of any such important 
transaction. 

Although both Josephus and the scripture are entirely 

• l Kings, vii . .(6; and 2 Chron. iv. 17. 
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silent about any such murder of Hiram in · the temple, 
before its completion ; the scripture on the other side of 
the question, is not silent, but it speaks out, aud gives us 
to understand that he was not thus there murdered. 

The fil'st proof to be mentioned from scripture of this 
fact, is what has al~eady been noticed, viz., that he never 
wrought as an overseer on the building of the temple, as 
I think we must conclude, from the consideration, of hjs 
being employed by Solomon only as a cunning workman, 
in casting the metallic vessels, furniture, &c. of the tem­
ple, "in the plain of Jordan," at a place, not less than 
thirty or forty miles from J erusalem, where the temple 
was built, as it appears by consulting sacred geography 
on the subject. 

Another scripture testimony which is positive, against 
the pretended fact of Hiram's being murdered in the t_em­
ple before its completion, and before he had finished the 
work which had been assigned him, is that be was living 
when the temple was completed, and that he lived to fi• 
ish all the work, which had lain upon his hand!!, for the 
use of the temple. The first passage which declares this, 
is 1 Kings, 7th Chap. 40th verse, And H iram mack the 
lavers and the shovels and tlte basons; so Hiram MADE 
AN END of doing all the work tltat he made for J..-ing 
Solomon for llie house of tile Lord." 

Then, lest this plain text should be perverted, the same 
· Chap. enumerates all the wonderful castings of Hiram, 
and in the last verse, which is in the same connexion, 
witb Hiram's making an end of all his work for king 
Solomon, it is said, "So was ENDED all the work, tltat 
KING SOLOMON made for the house of the L l/rd." 
Then according to the sacred writer, the very next thing 
was, the dedication of the tempi& by Solomon, as it is 
particularized in the next Chapter. 

To set the fact of Hiram's being alive, at the finishing 
of the temple, still further beyond all doubt, the same 
testimony of it, is recorded again, in 2 Chron. 4th Chap. 
11th verse, "And Huram [or Hiram] mad<! the pots, 
and the shovels, and the baso11S. And Huram FINISH­
ED t/1e toork tlwt l1e roas to make for king Solomon, for 
the Muse of God:" So it is said again, iu the same con­
nexion of the subject, in the first verse of the next Chap. 
" Thus aU the work tllat Solonum made for the house of 
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tlte Lord roas FINISHED," &c. immediately upon 
which, as the history' informs u~, the people of Israel 
were assembled for the dedication of the building. 

Having shown now, as I would hope, to the satisfac­
tion of all wh<Y rely upon scripture testimony, and the 
exercise of reason, for evidence; that Solomon was alone, 
under God, a 'Grand Master,' or the builder of the tem· 
ple ; that Hiram king of Tyre, never left his kingdom to 
go and dwell at Jerusalem, to be a Grand !\'laster in the 
building, forming a Master's lodge, &c; that Hiram 
"Abiff," was not a Grand Master-at Jerusalem with Solo­
mon in erecting the temple, and that he .was never slain 
there before the finishing of his appropriate work, having 
lived to make an end of it, and see the temple completed; 
What are we to think of the institution of Freemasonry 1 
the lectures of which tell us, that Hiram king of Tyre, 
and Hiram "Abitf," 10ere Grand Masters with Solomon 
in building the temple; that they three constituted a 
Master's lodge assembling in the sanctum sanctorum, &c.. 
and that Hiram " Abitf," was slain in the temple before 
its ' completion, while busily employed in the great work. 
And what shall we think of it too, when it professes in its 
lectures to have its origin in connexion with these re­
puted eveuts, and to be founded upon them, while nearly 
the whole substance of the mysteries of the third degree, 
is a dialogue, in imitation of Hiram's assassination, &c.? 
Considering that the first three degrees of Freemasonry 
which were established, must be the corner stone, or 
foundation, on wbich all the latter degrees are built, would 
it be unreasonable fi>r me now to ask ; On what then 
does the whole superstructure of Freemasonry rest but a 
base fabrication of wicked men, who in some dark and 
apostate age of the world, have risen up, united into a 
secret society, and darkly banded down their inventions, 
to flatter us to believe that their institution is gOO<! as 
having originated among wise and good men ; and being 
ignorant of the manner in which their false pretension~ 
would be exposed; have told us, that it was established 
on certain specified facts and events, which, by looking 
at them carefully, and comparing them with our Bible, 
we find, never had existence 1· '-Vas there ever an im­
posture of s!)ch magnitude lUI this, so generally palmed 

~* . ,.. 
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upon mankind 1 And yet, here is the ongm of the 
foundation of Speculative Freemasonry ; and here is a 
portrait of the character of its founders and first princi­
ples. 

THE ABUSE AND PERVERSION OF THE MASONIC IN· 
STlTUTION. 

E:rtract from Ret>. M. T hacher's Address before Jlfontgomery Lodge. 

The original design* of this institution appears to have 
been, to cherish the social virtues, enforce the principles 
of moral rectitude and equity between man and man, and 
to extend the hand of relief to indigence and distress. 
Viewed in this light, aad so far as it is calculated to 
answer these designs, it may, and ougli.t, to be con11idered 
no more nor less than a nuwal and charitable institution. 
So far as any society is combined to promote general 
interest, merely, it should be regarded merely as a:1 object 
of utility; so far as it enforces moral virtue, or upright 
external conduct, it may be considered as a moral society ; 
and so far as it extends relief to others, it may be consid­
ered as an institution of cltarity. We will take, for 
example, a society for the promotion of useful knowledge 

• It is. here taken for granted, that this was the primary intention 
of the masonic society ; because this is what ma.~ons have always 
avowed. Query. Would any class of men have instituted a $ecret 
society, to act merely as a moral and charitable institution ? But, 
suppose the Oliginal desljtn of the masonic institution was merely 
what masons have avowed; another important question arises, Is it 
possible for a secret society to exist, without becoming corrupt, and 
being turned into an engine of wickedness? Our Saviour declared 
to the Jewish hi~th priest, " I spake openly to the world ;-and in 
secret have I said nothing." What would now be thought of the 
church, if she should close and " tyle" her doors, impose obligatious 
in secret, and place a perpetual seal upon the lips of her members ? 
Would it any longer be belitrletl that her sole object is to promote 
the reli!fion of the gospel'? Now if the r.hurch, which is the purest 
body on earth, could not and wou/.d. not be trusted , a.s a secret soci· 
ety, who can blame con~cientious and judicious men, for drawing tbe 
.conclusion, that any suret society, of whatever description, is alto­
gether uonecessa•·y, and cannot exist, without becoming au object of 
..uspicion, if not an engine of wickedness. 
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in the Mechanic Arts. So far as this society tends to 
facilitate the theory and practice of mechanism~ it may 
be valued for . its utility. If its members enter into an 
agreement to shun certain known vices, and to practise 
certain known virtues, it may be considered as a moral 
society. If they go farther, and engage to appropriate a 
certain portion of their funds for the relief of indigent 
widows and orphans, it may . then be regarded both as a 
'ITWral and a charitable institution. 

Considering Freemasonry, therefore, in its original 
design, as a moral, as wt>ll as charitable institution, one 
?f the first abuses, of which we are called to take notice, 
IS, THE ADMISSION AND RETENTION OF UNPRINCIPLED 

MEMBERs.* It i~ absurd to the last degree, not to say 
ridiculous, to think of advancing the cause of morality by 
immoral men. To any man who professes to take the 
Bible for his guide, to make himself an example to others, 
and to enforce the first principles of moral virtue, and who 
still appears to have no regard to his own moral conduct, 
we may, with propriety, address the language of the great 
apostle of the Gentiles:-" Thou, therefore, who teachest 
another, teachest thou not thyself? Thou that preachest 
a man should not steal, dost thou steal? Thou that sayest 
a man should not commit adultery, dost thou commit 
.adultery 1 Thou that abhorrest idols, dost thou commit 
sacrilege 1 Thou that makest thy boast of the law, 
throug.h breaking the law, dishonorest thou God 7" There 
cannot be a greater perversion of any moral institution, 
than to admit and retain those members, wbu eotinteract 
by their example what they profess to maintain by precept. 

• Freemasons often say, "There are bad men in Jhe Church, as 
well as in our institution." This is true ; but the cases are not par­
allel. All ~rson~, whether in the church or out, have Oj>portunity 
to know on what principle~ members are received ; and that these 
principles do fll)t jtutify the admission and retention of bad men. 
But this cannl)t be known with respect to any secret society. Those, 
who do not belong to the masonic institution, have no opportunity to 
judge from principle, but merely from the declarations of its rnem· 
bers ; and nothing but such declarations can afford them any evl· 
denre, that the secret principles of Freemasonry do not justify the 
admission and retenti(ln of just such men. The fact, therefore, that 
there are bad men In the church of Christ, while it militates nothing 
agaiust the principles of the Christian religion, dnes and mu.,t, in re­
gard to masonry, militate against the principles of the institution. 



20 OPINIONS ON 'FREEMASONRY. 

It cannot be denied however, nor ought it to be concealed, 
if it could be, that the masonic fraternity have knowingly 
admitted, and willingly harbored in their community ,just 
such members. Such an abuse as this, has, in many 
places, rendered the institution an anomaly and a carica­
ture. There is no part of masonry more public, than 
that masons profess to take the BulLE as their guide in 
moral conduct. This they have openly avowed, and 
reiterated, time out of mind. What a burlesque, then, 
ml!st it be up-on every principle of moral ''irtue, to see 
men, and even those who stand high on the rolls of our 
Lodges, Chapters, and Encampments, conducting like 
libertines! W'hen one of the primary precepts of DIVJNB 

TKUTR l'equires us to deal justly, love mercy, and walk 
numbly with oar God; what an incongruity for those, who 
profess to be guided by this " great light," to set at defi­
.ance every principle of honor, honesty, and compas­
sion, and act as if there were no God to call them to 
account! When the Bible enjoins that ''golden rule," 
that summary of the law and the prophets, "All things 
whatsoever y.e would that men should do to you, do ye 
'even so Ito them ;" how inconsistent for those, who profess 
to receive its precepts a:s the rule of their faith and prac­
tice, to discover that sordid selfishness, in their intercourse 
with their fe11ow men, which characterizes not a few of 
the masonic fraternity! But these are facts, which can­
-dor cannot conceal, and which it would be impious to 
.deny. How many, who have voluntarily bound them­
selves to the "mystic order," and who are owned and 
.acknowledged as " free and accepted masons," are daily 
sending up oaths and curses " into the ears of the Lord 
<>f Sabaoth," in direct violation of that peremptory com­
mand, •• S!Dear not at all!" How many there are, also, 
'Of the same class of men, who are among the first in pro­
fanation of holy time, in direct defiance of that perpetual 
precept of the divine law, "Remember the Sabbatlt day tu 
ker.p it lwly !" It would, likewise, be the grossest self­
adulation to evade, and the grossest imposition upon 
others to dispute, the affecting truth, that the Holy Bible 
has sometimes been borne in public by the hand already 
palsied with intemperance, and its sacred truths pro­
iiOunced by the tongue already stiffened with the poisoned 
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chalice. If masons are disposed to shut their eyes upon 
such ~:n abuse of a professed moral institution, it is not 
strange that others should be disposed to write upon the 
walls, and pillars, and furniture of their "temple,"­
" MEN£, 1\fENB, TEKEL, UPHARSIN." 

Another abuse of Freemasonry, which grows directly 
out of the evil to which we have just attended, is, A PER­

VERSION o~· 1'HE INS'l'ITUTION FRO~t ITS PnU11TtV.r. DESIGN. 

When corrupt men are admitted and retained in any 
society, especially in such numbers as to gain the ascen­
dancy, it is strange indeed if the original object of such 
community is pursued for any .length of time, and still 
more strange if the institution is not rendered an engine 
of.wickedness. W hat object can it be for immoral mea 
to promote morality 1 Or who can depend upon those, 
who are given to licentiousness, to relieve the distre11ses 
of the witlow and orphan 1 They who pamper their own 
lusts, and are determined to pursue a course of sensual 
gratification, will generally make every thing bend, so far 
as possible, to facilitate the execution of their own selfish 
designs. 'l'his will account for many lodges, in different 
parts of our country, becoming nurseries of conviviality, 
and even of intemperance ; instead of asylums for the 
poor, the needy, and the afflicted. It has been said, with 
sarcastic severity, but with too much truth, that" Freema­
sons boast of their moral and charitable institution ; but 
tbey expend more in pageantry and feasting, at one of 
their anniversary celebrations, than in all their acts of 
munificP.nce during the year." Now it is easy to see, that 
any thing like this, is a perversion of the original design 
of the masonic association. We have seen that this 

' design was, to foster the principles of moral virtue, and 
aftbrd relief to the indigent. Every thing, therefore, 
which tends to counteract this grand and primary object, 
must necessarily tend to sap the whole foundation. It 
must, too, be the grossest violation of every principle of 
the .masonic institution, to make it an instrument of polit­
ical intrigue, or of sectarian influence. It is impossible 
that this should be done, without removing the " ancient 
landmarks," and disregarding the strongest obligation of 
every m·ember of the society. But, that such an unhal­
lowed influence as this, has, from time to time, been 
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exerted, in various branches of the masonic community, 
its history fully demonstrates; and, although many such 
charges against the institution in our own country I 
must think are altogether without foundation ; yet we 
ought not, by any means, to consider ourselves beyond the 
reach of corru(>tion. The example of the llluminees, 
who crept into the lodges of Europe, and converted ma­
sonry into an engine, which overturned the religion and 
government of a whole nation, should surely prove a most 
solemn admonition to all the members of the fraternity in 
this infant Republic. A republican government, of all 
others, affords the fairest opportunity for demagogues and · 
men of corrupt minds, to execute their base designs. It 
would not be strange, therefore, if such men, who had con­
nected themselves with the masonic institution, shoul.d 
·make every possible attempt, by intrigue and deep laid 
plots, to rob this people of their dearest rights, which our 
fathers purchased with their blood. 

In ·pursuing the chain of evils, by which the masonic 
institution has been made a subject of abuse, it is not out 
of place to take notice of FAtS II'. PRETENSIONS. It is noto­
rious to every judicious and candid member of the insti· 
tution, that Freemasonry has often been made to rear 
false beacons, and to hold out false colors. .Many have 
seemed to suppose, becausa they are not allowed to tell 
what masonry is, so far as its " mystet·ies" are coneerned 
that they are authorized, and even obliged, to represent it 
as being what it is not. In order to gratify the curious, 
and raise their highest expectations, they have represented 
the (>ilculiarities of the institution to be something, which 
would strike the peculiar fancies of individuals, or gratify 
their ruling passions: and so have induced persons to 
become members from mercenary motives, which has often 

· been the occasion of the greatest degree of disappoint­
ment and disgust. Some for example, conversing with 
an avaricious man, have led him to believe that masonry 
affords peculiar facilities for the acquisition of wealth. In 
conversing with an ambitious man, they have represented 
the institution as pointing out a very safe an,d easy road 
to honor and promotion. Men of studious habits have 
been led to believe, by similar false "representations, that 
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it was one grand and principal _ object of masonry, to Jay 
open the · profoundest mysteries of science and the. arts) 
in the most direct, easy and lucid manner. In l ike man­
ner have been treated men of different professions, T he 
attorney has been presented with the highest encourage· 
ment of aid in the mazes of the law; and the divine* 
has been told that masonry throws light upon ditferen' 
incidents recorded in the Bible, and teaches to explain 
different passages of scripture, which, otherwise, must 
forever remain in obscurity. Now, to pursue sn(:b a. . 
course as this, with those who are ignorant of the myste­
ries of masonry, is not only to act a dishonest part, but 
must be productive of the most serious and lasting evils. 
It is easy to see, that when any person is ini tiated to the 
order with high expectation of some peculiar advantager 
which bas been held out to him by false and delusive 
represelllations, be must not only be disappointed, but. 
d isgusted. If so, his disappointment and disgust may not 
only lead him to overlook any real merit in the institu­
tion, though of a very different kind from what he expected, 
but will probably drive him to abandon the institution 
altogether. It ought ever, therefore, to be a maxim with 
all ma~ons, whenever they say any thing respecting their 
institution-, to " speak the words of truth and soberness." 
If they cannot converse with others, without making 
false impressions, and false representations, le t them keep 
s ilence. It may be presumed, that there is not one mason 
in ten, if there is one in a hund red, who has not been in 
110me ·degree disappointed and disgusted in consequence 
of false expectations, raised by the disingenuous allure· 
meuts of imprudent memberR. 

In connexion with the last mentioned abuse of the ma­
eonic institution, we may add, BOASTINO OF I TS GREAT 

• The writer he••e speaks from experience. He was repeatedly 
told, ptrhOfl$ sincerely . that the masonic society was not only a lci­
entiflc institution , but that there were mnny incident~ and passages 
re'Vealed in the Bible, which could be explained only by masonic 
H~ht. This representation he hn~ ~ince foun<l to be ollogetbe•· false • 
.1.\<lasonry, indeed, alludes to scripture ; but I have nowhere found, 
after the most diligen t research, that scripture allude~ to mos011ry; 
unless (which is very probable ) the sacred writers allude to it pro­
phetically, in describing the scene• of the latter days. 



24 OPINIONS ON FREE!I,\SONRY. 

ANTIQUITY AND PRETENDED PA'fRONS.* It seems tO be a 
natural and rather curious trait in the human character, 
to value some things merely because they are old, and 
others merely because they are new. It is always impoli­
tic, howe,·er, to claim, for any institution, greater anti­
quity, than can be fairly made to appear by conclusive 
evidence, in view of the public. To prize. any thing, 
either because of its real or pretended antiquity, when 
others are able to see neither internal nor external evi­
dence of the fact, is rather to turn the subject into ridi­
cule, and detract from its real merit, than to sanction its 
utility by proper means, and give demonstration of its ex~ 
cellence. When masons, therefore, have boasted that 
their institution is as old as the creation, and that all the 
renowned men of antiquity have been its patrons, they 
have betrayed a want of confidence in what IJV{fht to con­
stitute its real worth, and which cannot in anywise de­
pend upon its being either old or young. It matters ·not 
to me, whether the institution was founded by Solomon, 
or by John the Baptist, or, what is more probable, by cer­
tain mechanics in the sixteenth century; I consider the 
main question to be, Whether the institution is good or 
bad ; and whether it bas maintained or departed from its 
original design 1 . I can, however, with what little know-

• "Enthusiastic friends of our institution have done it much injury, 
and co,·ercd lt with much ridicule, by stretching its ori?,io beyond 
the bounds of credibility. Some have given it an antediluvian odgin, 
while others have even represented it as coeval with creation; some 
ba"e traced it to the Egyptian pdests, and others have discovered its 
vostil(es in the mystical societies of Greece and Rome. The erection 
of Solomon's t.emple, the retreats of the Druids, and the <'rusades to 
the holy land, have been at different times specified as the sources 
of its existence. The order, haa·mony, and wonders of creation, the 
principles nf mathematical science, and the productions of architec­
tural skill, have been confounded with Freemasonry. Whenever a 
great philosopher has enlightened the ancient world, he has been re­
solved by a species of mor.tl metempsychosis, or intellectual chemis· 
try, into a Freema~on ; and in all the secret institutions of antiquity, 
the footsteps of Lodges have been tra<'ed by the eye of credulity. 
Archimides, Py thagoras, Euclid, and Vetruvlus, wea·e in all proba· 
bility not Freemasons; and the love of order, the cultivation of sci­
ence, the embellishments of taste, and the sublime and beautiful 
works of art, have certainly existed in ancient, as they now do in 
mod~rn times. without the agency of Fr·eemasoory."-E;rtract from 
the .Masonic Address of Dewitt Clinton, delivtrtd Sept. 29, 1825. 
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ledge I have been able to acquire on the subject, see no 
propriety in celebrating the birth of any ancient patron, 
whether real or supposed; and, for my own part, I frankly 
confess, that I ha•·e never yet seen one spark of substan­
tial evid<:nce, that either Solomon, or John the Baptist, 
or John the Evangelist, was a Freemason. I make this 
declaration as an llonest man; and not, by any means, to 
cast reflections upon those, whose judgment may differ 
from mine. I am persuaded also, that the annual cele­
bration of John Baptist's nativity has, for years past, been 
productive of serious evils, by an example of conviviality, 
not to say intemperance, and an inducement to extrava­
gance, parade and idleness ; vices which, more than 
almost any thing else, have tended to blast the reputation 
of the order, as a moral and charitable institution. But, 
supposing masonry can boast of great antiquity, and of 
renowned patrons; what then ? This simple fact can 
render it, in its present state, and at the present day, 
neither the better nor the worse. An institution cannot, 
in reality, be any the more valuable for being old, nor any 
the less valuable for being new. I cannot consider Louis 
XVI. any the better for being able to " boast of a long 
line of dead ancestors," who had reigned before him, and 
his claiming the prerogative to wear the crown by "the 
right of blood;" nor Nafoleon Bonaparte any the worse, 
for having placed himsel at the bead of an intended dy­
nasty. If antiquity is necessary to prove the value of an 
institution ; then the government under which we live, 
should be undenalued and cried down, merely because it 
was founded in the close of the eighteenth century; while 
we sing the praises of the British monarchy, because it 
has existed for a thousand years. It is laboring in vain, 
therefore, and spending strength for nought, to attempt 
demonstrating the merits of Freemasonry, by proclaiming 
its antiquity, and celebrating the nativity of a supposed 
ancient patron. It is true, the pageantry of that day may 
excite the curiosity of inle brains, and give them an itch 
to become acquainted with the " mysteries" of the order; 
but members, who become such from idle curiosity, can 
alford neither honor nor profit to a charitable and moral 
institution. 
· The greatest abuse of Freemasonry, which deserves 

3 
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notice on this occasion, is, the inclination of some TO 
MOULD IT INTO A SYSTEM OF RELIGION. AJI that can be 
said of masonry, and all that ougltt to be said of it, in its 
best and primitive state, is, that it was designed for a 
moral and charitable institution. Thus far it may go, 
and no farther. To run it into a system of religion, is an 
outrage upon the gospel of Christ. A man may as well 
be a Mahomedan, or a heathen, as adopt any thing for a 
system of religion, which does not recognize the atone­
ment of Christ. This is the foundation of the Christian's 
faith, the Christian's hope, and the Christian's sahation. 
For, "there is none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we can be saved, but -by Jesus 
Christ." Freemasons may be assured, therefore, that 
they cannot do their institution a greater injury, nor more 
effectually disgust and wound the feelings of a Christian 

' community, than to frame it into a system of religion. 
There is not a Christian on earth but must reject and 
abandon masonry, so far as it sets itself up as a system of 
religion, upon which its votaries may be induced to build 
their hopes of forgiven ess and acceptance with God. 
For, there is not a Christian on earth, but must build his 
hopes of salvation entirely upon the atonement of the 
blessed Redeemer. It would be jnst as consistent to 
erect the constitution of an agricultural society into a sys­
tem of religion, as to erect the institution of masonry into 
a system of religion. I should consider it just as proper 
to give this l'lentirnent, "Religion and ag riculture :-what 
Goo hath joined together, let not man put asunder;" as 
to give the sentiment which was given at a recent anni­
versary, "Religion and masom·y :-what God hath joined 
together, let not man put asunder."*' 

Here then lies the true secret of that opposition to 
Freemasonry, which is expressed by some of our most 
serious and conscientious men in society. They have 
considered masons as erecting a system of religion, in 
distinction from, and in opposition to, the religion of the 
gospel. It mugt be confe~sed, also, that they hafe had 
their rear-om; for &-o thinking. They have heard the re-

• Given by Rev. George Taft, Rector of St. Palil'~ Church, 
Pawtu~kct, R. I.-ED. 



OPINIONS ON FREEMASONRY. 27 

peated declaration, " Every true mason is a Christian ; 
and every Christian is a mason at heart." T hey have 
heard it said, in substance, thilt 'religion is masonry, and 
that masonry is religion.' They ha~e seen, in Charts 
and Monitors, prayers and other forms of religious ser­
vice, in which neither the name, nor the atonement of 
Christ, is recognized. They have heard the burial ser­
•ice, as now used, which virtually pronounces the de­
ceased in heaven, let his moral character have been what 
it might. They have seen "the sprig of evergreen," an 
emblem of the immortality of the soul, cast into the grave 
by the professed Deist, and even by those who profess to 
believe that man dies like the beast. They have seen 
the Bible carried in solemn procession, by the same per­
sons; and, considering their avowed principles and gene­
ral conduct, have drawn the very natural inference, "Tlai:s 
is solemn mocker.IJ." Now it must be admitted, that, 
when serious and thinking men judge of masonry bj' 
what they see in these authorized and sanctioned publi­
cations, and by the conduct of many masons, who are 
known to be hostile to the religion of Christ and his apos­
tles, it is not strange that they should fear a general com­
bination to mould the miisonic institution into a religious 
system, opposed to the first principles of the oracles of 
God. That this has been the design of some leading 
masons, who have stood high as members of the frater­
nity, I have not the least reason to doubt. It may be 
presumed, however, that this is not the design of the ma­
jority of the "craft,'' and that they have received the 
forms, to which I have alluded, without .due considera­
tion. But, so far as any have intended , that masonry 
&ball answer as a substitute for religion, it ought to be 
considered as the grossest abuse and perversion of its 
original design; and should, in every laudable way, be 
reprobated by those who have pledged themselves to pre­
aerve "the ancient land-marks of the order." 

• 
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CIVIL, SOCIAL, AND POLITICAL INFLUENCE OF MA­
SONRY. 

Extractfrmn Char!M P. Sumner's uttel"to lire Suffolk Committ.tt. 

MASONIC engagements, whether they are called oaths, 
obligations or promises, ought never to be made. They 
are not sanctioned by law, and are not obligatory. They 
make it a masonic crime to divulge that which the good 
of the community requires should not be concealed. The 
manner in which they are administered, and tbe matter 
of them, can hardly fail to excite disrespect for the in­
stitution, in the mind of the person initiated ; but their 
effect is neutralized by some charge, or address, which 
is immediately made by the master, inculcating charity, 
benevolence and candor towards the whole family of man­
kind, and a cheerful obedience to the laws and magistrates 
of the country in which we live. Masonic obligations 
have no dignity when compared with precepts like these. 

It has been said that Washington in his early life wa.s 
a mason; but he never went further than the third de­
gree : I believe that in his time, higher degrees were not 
conferred. It is not possible, by reading any book, to 
know what were the precise terms of Washington's ma­
sonic obligations : but any body may know that he never 
agreed to kill or be killed for all the masonry in the 
world. It is easy to divine the motives which probably 
induced l!irn to become a mason. The Old Charge used 
in his day, when speaking of Civil Magistracy says, "a 
mason is a peaceable subject to the civil rulers, wherever 
he resides or works; and is never to be concerned in 
plots, and conspiracies against the peace and welfare of 
the nation; nor behave himself undutifully to inferior 
magistrates."* * * " If a brother should be a rebel against 
the States, he is not to be countenanced in his rebellion, 
however he may be pitied as an unhappy man."*** The 
books abound with precepts of loyalty and benevolence. 
It was sentiments like these which induced Washington 
to become a mason ; and a respect for these sentiments 
would have induced him to withdraw his esteem for the 
association, had he lived until the autumn of 18-U>, and 
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heard of t~at outrage which evinces that masonry, proba­
bly in some of its high and recently invented degrees, 
can inspire some of its votaries with the grossest miscon­
ception of their duty to the magistracy and Jaws of their 
country :-1 say in some of its higlt degrees, for I am con­
•inced that neither of the three lower degrees irresistibly 
require that the receiver of them should become the per­
petrator of a crime upon himself or upon any one else. 
I say this from impressions received between twenty and 
thirty years ago. 

It is probable that Morgan has been murdered. If 
there is any thing in masonic ties that could have induceil 
masons to do this, they ought to disregard &uch ties as ~ 
lion would disregard a net of cobweb. It will be dis­
graceful to the institution, if its members do not all do 
their utmost to bring all the abductors of Morgan to l~al 
light and legal punishment. In no better method can 
they manifest the loyalty and benevolence which they yet 
continue to declare to be their characteristics. 

In our government " the whole people covenants with 
each citizen and each citizen with the whole people that 
all shaH be governed by certain laws for the common 
good." Whoever violates those Jaws cannot be a good 
citizen-and can he be a good mason 1 . 

A masonic obligation, if it requires any breach of the 
Jaw, is what no man has a right to impose, tven on a 
?Dilling receiver. It is not binding on any one who may 
be so indiscreet as to take it. It cannot come to good. 
As it is imposed in some lodges it is illegal and wicked ; 
and in lodges, where it is the least reprehensible, it goes 
to swell the amount of those idle words which we must 
oue day regret. 

The influence of masonry is not favorable to domestic 
happiness. It impairs a man's fondness for the pleasures, 
which, if he does his duty, he may justly expect to find 
at home. I once had occasion to see a man after ten 
o'clock in the evening. I called at his house ; upon 
knocking at the door, I heard the words-wal/c in, utter• 
ed by a faint voice. I entered the room which served its 
tenants for a parlor and a kitchen. It was enl ightened 
by a glimmering lamp. His wife was sitting in a rocking 
chair drawn to the hearth, on which was a small fire 

3"" 
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~carcely visible. One child was in her arms, and another 
in a cradle, within her reach, which she occasionally 
rocked. I asked her if I might at that late hour be per­
mitted to see her husband. She replied, with a pale and 
melancholy look, "Sir, my husband has yet not returned 
from the Lodge." She then in a sitting posture, bent 
forward over her child, and with a shawl that hung loosely 
over her shoulders she absorbed a starting tear. At that 
very moment her husband was probably in the Lodge 
joining his voice in the words of a favorite masonic s~mg-

" We are tl'ue and sincel'e 
" And just to the fair." 

I withdrew from this mason's house -with pity for his 
young wife and infant children, and with lessened respect 
for au institution which could thus withhold a husband 
and a father from the first of social duties. 

Masonry alienates the minds of some men from "the 
common pursuits of life, and inclines its votaries to things, 
immoderate, incredible, and out of their reach. It styles 
itself but another name for Charity, but it ,is not modest 
like Charity; it vauntcth itself and is puffed up. ln the 
subordinate lodges it delights itself. in those songs which 
are denominated masonic, the burden of which is, that 
masons are the greatest and the best of men, companions 
of princes wherever they go ; that they built all the su­
perb temples and palaces in the world ; that they are em­
inently benevolent, and the special favorites of the fair. 
It flaunts in the robes and titles that might become the 
hi~h stations of piety or power in the Court of an eastern 
prmce. 

In a country, like our~. where all men stand upon a 
level, and where the fielcls of usefulness and honor are 
open to all, it cannot be conRistent with the wisdom of a 
well regulated mind to cultivate those flowers that yield 
no fruit; or to decorate one's self with the ornaments 
that serve to make the wearer of them no more respecta­
ble tban he would be in the plain garments suited to his 
daily calling. 

If a mason would qualify himself to become a master 
of a lodge, he must load his memory with a mass of mat­
ter for which the understanding has but small affinity. 
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If young men would quit those scenes of almost profitless 
. amusement and attend with equal assiduity the lectures 
on operative masonry and a rchitecture; on chemistry, 
aatronomy, botany, anatomy, mineralogy, agriculture or 
mechanics, which might at a small expense be heard in 
every city, and in some villages ; they would find more 
satisfaction to their own inquisitive minds and lose none 
of that respectable standing in the community which they 
now enjoy. If some young lawyers would give that por· 
tion of their time to legal and historical studies, which 
some few of them throw away in investigating the self­
asserted antiquity and universality of F'reemawnry, they 
would find themselves in higher request in their profes­
sion, masters of the Civil Law, the Admiralty L aw, and 
Law of Nations; and possibly their chance would be fair 
as diplomatists, to represent their country in the presence 
of Kings. 

Masoury is said to be a sort of accomplishment suita­
ble for a traveller ; but a knowledgP. of the language of 
the country he visits, and of the business he goes to 
transact, will set him above the necessity of any aid or 
pleasure to be derived from masonic knowled(Te or ma­
sonic acquaintances ; and as to those who are ~ntent to 
remain in their own country, if a man will mind his own 
affairs, and abstain from those habits of moderate clri11king, 
at which the genius of masonry takes no offence, he will 
aeldom need any of the pecuniary aid that the funds of 
mat10ory can bestow. 

I have never considered masonry ns having any dis­
tinct political influence in tl1is Commonwealth. T here 
are some who seem to think differently ; and it is with 
grief that I have seen in print any insinuation that the 
administration of justice is under masonic influence. I 
am convinced that thi's is unmerited here. My observa­
t ion does not permit me to believe that such influence has 
extended to any department of government. Let masonry 
be gent ly divested of its borrowed plumes, but not loaded 
wi th that which it does not deserve to bear. 

Every man who is a mason will be frank enough to 
confez::s it, and until the question is proposed to him it 
cannot be r ight that he should he charged with masonry 
by those who consider it a cause of repwach. Such a. 
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charge made against any public functionary, may do hatPJ 
to the Commonwealth rather than to masonry. 

I have recently seen a paragraph which is said to hav~ 
been printed in an oration delivered by Mr. Brainard, a 
distinguished mason, at New London in Connecticut, on 
the 24th J une, 1825. It is in these words:-

" What is masonry now 1 it is powerful: it comprises 
men of rank, wealth, office, and talent, in power and out 
of power, and that in almost every place where power is 
of any importance ; and it compris~s among other classes 
of the community, to the lowest, in large num~rs, active 
men united together and capable of being directed by the 
efforts of others, so as to have the force of concert through­
out the civilized world. They are distributed too with 
the meaus of knowing one another, and the means of 
keeping secret, and the means of co-operating in the desk, 
in the legislative hall, on the bench, in every gathering 
of business, in every party of pleasure, in every enterprize 
of government, in every domestic circle, in peace aud in 
war, among enemies and friends, in one place as well as 
another. So powerful indeed is it at this time, that it 
fears nothing from violence either public or private; for 
it has every means to learn it in season, to counteract, 
defeat, and punish it." 

Having seen masonry only in its three incipient steps, 
and but little or nothing of it for many years past, I am 
not able to attril:lute to it any such mighty sagacity and 
power as the aut.hor of that oration so boldly arrogates 
for it. Every one however will judge of this, as his own 
knowledge and good sense shall dictate. If he has given 
a true description of masonry, it ought to ~ dreaded as 
a pestilence that walketh in darkness. We have no Po­
lice vigilant and strong enough to cope with it. It can, 
if it pleases, throw a flood of light upon the last miserable 
scene of Morgan's life. If any part of this mystery of 
iniquity is to remain undeveloped, it must ~ because 
masonic obligations, have an influence more powerful 
than those of justice. If what Mr. Brainard has said be 
not true, he has done wrong to the cause he advocates, 
and must in the opinion of its friends deserve some pun­
ishment, perhaps almost as severe as ~hat 'Yhich awaits 
a man in England who is an utterer of false 11ews, or 
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falst mad pretended prophecies, calculated to give un­
founded alarm to the people.• 

The abduction of Morgan, which foll owed soon after 
the publication of that remarkable paragraph, has excited 
perhaps a just belief that the existence of masonry is in­
compatible with the personal security of those who reveal 
its mysteries. However well or ill founded this belief 
may be, I hope no cause for it will long exist ; but that 
the subordinate Lodges will upon due consideration, sur­
render their charters to the Grand Lodge, and close this 
great concern, which some pretend has been going on, 
(quietly till uow,) ever since the days of Adam. Masonry 
will thus subside and come to a peaceful and honorable 
death. I n no better way can masons display the respect 
and benevolence which they feel for their uninitiated 
brethren of the human family, than by voluntarily walk­
ing with them on the common level of citizenship. 

MASONRY PRODUCTIVE Oli' NO PERllfANENT MORAL 
GOOD. 

E Jdr-acUdfrom un-ilmg• of Rev. Joltn G. SU<um.t 

IF masonry be what it professes, its di rect tendency 
must be to nourish the piety of the heart and the graces 
of the divine Spirit. Does it have such a tendency '! 
Are those Christians who devote themselves to masonry, 
and have made the greatest advances, and even searched 
all its mysteries, any more wise, godly, and useful, than 
many others who have no knowledge of masonry 1 I will 
lea•e facta to speak for themselves, and my readers to 
judge for themselves, and I presume they will agree, that 

• 4 Vol. Blackstone's Commentarie~. p. 149. 
t Mr. Stearns's Volume, entitled "An Inquiry into the Nature 

and Tendency of Speculative Freemasonry," is one c.f the ablest 
productions which has appeared on the subject. Its service to the 
cause of Anti ·masonry, has probably been greater than that of any 
work of the kind. Five edition• have already been publisbed.-ED. 
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such Christians often appear to possess the least of the 
humble spirit of the Saviour. 

If it be the tendency of masonry to gratify and comfort 
the pious heart, and promote its spiritual growth, why do 
so many godly members of the fraternity forsake it and 
proclaim its leanness 1 The reason Mr. Bradley gives is, 
other important callings occupy their attention and ren­
der it inconsistent for them to attend the meetings of the 
lodges. This may be true in some cases, but not in all ; 
nor does it answer the objection he has anticipated. The 
objection is, " Why do many good men who once attend­
ed the lodges, now neglect them 7" Many good men do 
forsake the lodges, not, however, because of other pres­
sing calls, but because masonry does not satisfy them. 
There are many devout, praying, living Christians, orna­
ments to the cause, and lights in the world, who have 
utterly abandoned the pursuits of masonry, and on their 
death beds, have refused its funeral honors. Mr. B.* 
must have known this. Why has he passed it in silence! 

lf masonry possesses those excellences which masoniG 
writers ascribe to it, why do not those men, when they 
forsake masonic lodges, forsake the church, the bible, and 
the cause of Christ 7 Why do they forsake masonry for 
Chri~:~tianity 7 If they fi1rsook Christianity too, the thing 
could be reconciled. But that they should still manifest 
a more devout attachment to it, and an increasing relish 
for its requirements, while they lose their relish for ma­
IIQnry-and view it as wanting the one thing needful-as 
possessing nothing which nourishes the piety of the heart, 
and as inconsistent with the Christian profession ; are 
things altogether unaccountable on any other ground, 
than that masonry is not of God, nor what it pretends to 
be. This objection can never be raised against Christi­
anity. It never has been said, and never can be saitf, in 
truth, that good men utterly forsake it for something else, 
and remain good men, and even better than they were 
before. 

The man who forsakes Christianity, forsakes God, his 
duty, and the path to heaven, or any thing else which 

• Mr. B., since the publication of his work, has renounced ma­
&onry.-Eo. 
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rendered them more useful in the world. For men to 
forsake masonry because they are disgusted with it, and 
find something more excellent in tbe Bible, is very differ­
ent from what it is to forsake it because they are crowd­
ed with other important callings. The latter may some­
times be the case, the former is ofien the case ; and is an 
open avowal of the emptinel!s of masonry, and of its utter 
insufficiency to satisfy a pious mind. 

What support does masonry afford the people of God 1 
They are favored with divine support, but whence is it 
derived 1 " I will pray the Father," f'aid J esus, "and 
he shall give you another comforter, that he may abide 
with you for ever, even the Spirit of truth." This Spirit 
is the only source of consolation to the afflicted people of 
God. T ake this away and there is nothing to sustain 
them in the trials of life. Will any person say that this 
Spirit, the comforter of saints, belongs to masonry T 
What a poor system of relig ion is that which has in it no 
Holy Spirit! What is there here to encourage and sup­
port the children of the Saviour, as they pass through · 
great tribulation to the kingdom 7 

Masonry may afford momentary consolation to a phari­
see, or hypocrite, who builds his hope on his own right­
eousness ; hut the man who rests his hopes on the merits 
of Christ crucified, thirsts for something to sustain his 
heart, far superior to a comfortless system, in which there 
is no Holy Ghost. If there be something in masonry 
which God has designed as a peculiar support for his peo­
ple, masons will l:ie found guilty for locking it up as a 
aecret. Why may not all classes, and both sexes, be ad­
mitted to it on God's terms, "without money and with­
out pcice 1" The fact i11, there is nothing in masonry 
which a suffering or a dying man needs; he may endure 
affliction!!, live to the glory of his Maker, and die in com­
plete triumph, without the aid, aud without the hopes of 
masonry. 

When a man is called to die, it is the most awful, the 
most important period of his exi!tteuce ! Then he needs 
consolation ; then he needs something co sustain bis sink­
ing spirit, and to scatter light on his dark path. What 
will become of a poor deluded creatnre, when called to 
die with no better hope t.hau that which is inspired by a 
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religion in which there is no sanctifying Spirit of God, 
and which ex:punges from it the very name of " our Lord 
Jesus Christ?" On what rock will be then stand 1 The 
splendid edifice he has long labored to rear, will fall upon 
his own head, and bury him beneath its ruins. I would 
aay to such an one, unless you possess a righteousness far 
t!Uperior to that which is derived from mai!Onry, you must 
be damned. You must be justified by the righteousness 
of " our Lord Jesus Christ," or perish in your sins. 
" Kiss the Son lest he be angry, and ye perish from the 
way when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are 
all they who put their trust in him." 

According to masonic writers, if masonry were univer­
sally known, it would destroy the institution. "Were the 
privileges of masonry to be indiscriminately bestowed, the 
design of the institution would be subverted." " Were 
these secrets communicated, they would be of no material 
service to mankind ; their appropriate use is to distin­
guish our brethren of every nation, and kindred, and lan­
guage." Are there no other secrets in masonry, than 
those particular sig11s, by which masons distinguish each 
other? What are the degrees and ceremonies in eacb 1 
They are as profoundly secret to the world as those 
signs are. If these were communicated to tbe world, the 
institution would be subverted, and mankind would re­
ceive no benefit from them. 

What does Mr. Town say of the degrees, especially of 
the sixth 7 " With these views the sixth degree is con­
ferred, where the riches of divine grace are opened in 
boundless prosp~ct." The manner in which the riches 
of divine grace are thns unfolded, is a secret to all but 
masons, as much as any particular sign is. Would it be 
of no particular service to mankind, were they permitted 
to draw near and behold the riches of divine grace open­
ed before them in boundless prospect 1 Is this of any 
aervice to masons' Why not of equal service to others 7 

According to Mr. Bradley, the secrets of masonry are 
designed to prevent their bestowing charity on any but. 
masons. "The importance of secrecy with us is such, 
that we may not be deceived in the dispensing of our 
charities, that we may not be betrayed in the tenderness 
of our benevolence, or that others usurp the portion which 
is prepared for those of our family." If a poor sufferer 
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makes application to masons, tells them he is a mason and 
entitled to their charity, had he no token to give by which 
they should recognize him, they might be deceived and 
betrayed, and bestow their charity on one for whom it 
was not designed. This shows that masonry is a system 
of supreme selfishness, and its pretended benevolence the 
bare love of party. 

FREEMASONRY A SYSTEM FRAUGHT WITH DECEP­
TION AND DETRIMENTAL TO HUMAN HAPPINESS . 

. Bxtract jrtYm Let.Urs of Rev. Joshua Bradi"'J, a Se;;eding MMon. 

Tats will appear, without any veil to cover its enormity 
of crime, if you will condesce11d to examine critically the 
constitution, by-laws, amendments, resolutions, and trans­
actions of the fraternity, since it was established in 
America. Let antecedent ages roll, burdened with all 
kinds of traditions, idolatry and superstition, from which 
speculative masonic writers and the devotees of the craft 
have picked here and there an atom, which being melted 
in their flaming imaginations, and brought forth among 
stonecutters; they have clothed it, and denominated this 
mere creature of fancy, SPECUI.ATJVE FREEMASONRY. 

Under this name, many of the frat~rnity in Europe have 
conjured up more than 50 degrees, and conferred titles 
upon certain members, taken from all the crowned heads 
amidst the vast kingdom that have flourished around the 
globe since Japheth dwelt in the tents of Shem. Restless 
as the ocean and proud as Lucifer, they have multiplied 
degrees and flattered their brethren to obtain them. 
When they had taken three degrees they were greeted as 
having obtained great information in masonry, and were 
told that " the ancient landmarks of the order were in­
trusted to their care." They are now called Master 
Masons. When individuals have passed the Arch, and 
obtained the knowledge of a certain mysterious hug, and 
have been intrusted how to open and close a chapter, 

4 
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they are pronounced wise, virtuous and highly favored 
among mortals. A few words of the charge given to a 
companion, will confirm my assertion and show the impo­
sition of masonry, for it abounds in every degree: 

"Worthy companion, you are now exalted to the 
sublime and honorable degree, of a Royal Arch mason. 
Having attained this degree, you have arrived at the 
summit and perfection of ancient masonry." 

Is this true 7 Why then are the higher degrees called 
ancient? Why is the 14th degree called PerfectitJn? 
I beseech you candidly to examine into the nature and 
existence of all their multiplied forms of deception, their 
obscure interpretations, charters, diplomas, dues, con­
tinuance of membership, dresses and implements, &c. 
&c., and seriously inquire what all these labors, consump­
tion of time and property, have benefited millions who 
have been connected with the order in all its mutations 
and progress amid civilized nations? A few well organ­
ized churches of Christ have done more in instructing 
the ignorant, in comforting the sick, in feeding the 
hungry, in clothiug the naked, and proclaiming glad 
tidings to mankind, than the whole hosts of masons have 
done around the globe, since the commencement of their 
existence. 

Masonry in every country has been changing its posi­
tions, constitutions, obligations and lectures, and muffling 
itself in fine robes, smiling and courting certain virtuous 
characters to form an affinity with it, that others might think 
favorably of it, and in this way aid in opening wider its 
jaws to the innocent, and proclaim abroad that the great, 
the learned and the good were members of this " ancient 
and honorable fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons." 
Here permit me to say, without fear of contradiction, that 
those great and good men, of whom masons are contin­
ually boasting, never concerned themselves about its 
financial affairs and intriguing management. Those 
great men occasionally visited a Grand Lodge or a Grand 
Chaj>ter, heard an oration on masonry, and then retired 
and left the transactions of the fraternity to others.­
Why is this? Because these gentlemen have other avo-­
cations, more honorable to themselves and more important 
to their fellow men, than to spend their time or inter-
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meddle any longer with the belittling system of masonry. 
These gentlemen in their younger years may have been 
masters of lodges, or high priests of chapters; but they 
are no more fascinated with the low, foolish and degraded 
work of bringing about of candidates, &c. &c. As many 
may be offended at my renouncing masonry, and my 
plainness in stating my conviction of its fallacy, I beg 
leave to say, that the whole system, so far as I can trace 
it back, is deceptive and its members who frequent lodges 
and chapters become discordant and contentious- for 
they find nothing in masonry to render them happy, and 
they see many things wrong ancl find many individuals 
with whom they cannot hold fellowship, or even walk in 
procession at the solemnities of a funeral. 

At present I will only glance at the fraternity in Amer­
ica. Enough has taken place iu our own country, if 
suitably laid before the public, that would make all men 
gaze with astonishment, who were not twice dead and 
buried beneath the lumber of traditions, gathered from the 
antediluvians and a thousand wayward transgressors of 
God's holy law. 

The firs t Grand Lodge in America was formed in 
Boston in July, 1733, and received its charter from Eng­
land. A war among these brothers in Boston and iu 
England soon commenced, and a second Grand Lodge 
was formed in Boston in December, 1769, and received 
its charters from Scotland. Here contention reigned, and 
calumny blowcd loud her trumpet through every street. 
I n September, 17Al, a Grand Lodge was formed in the 
city of New-York, having received its warrant from the 
D uke of Athol. O nly six years after the date of their 
warrant, the masters and wardens of the several lodges 
met; having been duly notified, closed their lodge sine 
die, and then formed a Grand Lodge, independent of the 
Duke of Athol, and paid him no more tribute. Here all 
their former obligations were considered void and new 
ones formed to support the laws and the regulations of 
t he Grand Lodge of the state of New-York. From those 
days t ill the· present, animosities, fraud, evil speaking. 
conventions called, divisions made, and every kind of 
malevolence and even the murder of Morgan justified, 
and desperadoes supported from masonic funds to unite 
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and publish defamation against the rulers of our nation 
and the ministers of J e:sus, whose characters are fair 
among the churches, and their preaching attended by 
the influences of the H oly Spirit to the salvation of souls. 
Now, my brethren, if you do not believe me, read for 
yourselves. Find, if you can, one s ingle chapter or verse 
in the sacred scriptures, where speculative masonry is 
mentioned, or supported. All those passages which have 
been published in their books, and their having the Bible 
open in their lodges, is a piece of deception, and was 
invented to obtain influence among the more serious parts 
of community, that not only the men of the world, but 
members of churches might be taken by the craft; 
the fountains of justice defiled, the temple of the Jiving 
God filled with confusion, the pillars of government torn 
away, and " the whole wheel of nature set in a blaze." 

Every mason who has taken ten degrees or more, can 
either recollect, or can turn to obligations published in 
part belonging to those degrees, and can easily discern, 
that those obligations have been formed by different men, 
at different times; and by men extremely ignorant of the 
obligations taken in the lower degrees and are wicked 
beyond the power of language to descri bP.. In these 
ob.ligations one destroys the other, and therefore it is very 
clear to me, that no set of men in any age, or country in 
one assembly at the same time ever formed these prepos­
terous and ever varying obligations. A ud I know, and 
so do many in the fraternity, that these obligations are 
very much abridged in some States, and augmented in 
others, even in our own country. In New-England, 
where masonry has been in some degree systematized , a 
general accordance prevails in administering the obliga­
tions ; but pass those States, and a scene of confusion, 
c.ontrad iction and discordant morles of work in lodges 
and chapters abound from the lakes of Canada to the 
gulf of Mexico. Yet all the candidates are told, through 
this vast range of country, that no more is imposed upon 
them, through all the humiliating conditions in which 
they are placed, ~han was imposed upon our ancient and 
honorable brethren ·who were made masons before us. 
H ere deception reigns, and the candidate is taught to 
believe what he afterwards finds by travelling, or con-
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Yersing with masons from other States and countries, a 
falsehood. If these . assertions be not credited, let a 
.Master Mason converse with a French Mason, or vi;~it one 
of their lodges and see them work ; or a Royal Arch 
Mason visit any city in Pennsylvania, Kentucky, Tennes­
see or Missouri, and hear the obligations and see their 
mode of work. I could here show tho vast difference 
that exists, but I shall not at this time write on thi;~ point; 
though I do not value those obligations that I have taken 
of any efficacy to me, or that [ ought to obey them; for [ 
am fullv convinced that all masonic authorities are with-. . 
out any reasonable foundation. . 

In my first, or this communication, I have not sought 
to argue upon the absurdity of secret societies; for this 
has been ably enough done by Anti-masons in many 
papers, and especially by the Elucidator of Utica, to con­
vince any individual who is anxious to obtain satisfaction 
upon this subject. My design has been to state fairly, 
my connexions and conclusions about masonry. Far be 
it from me, to wish to kindle up any indignant feelings 
against au individual member of any Lodge, Chapter, 
Encampment or any body called Masonic; but to let the 
public know my present views of those systems ; "for 
they are many," and invented at different periods, and 
for various purposes, and so blinded that it is not a very 
easy task to seize all their ramifications and hold them up 
to wither under the. sunbeams of truth. Neither do I 
mean to cast any reflections upon those who conferred 
dGgrees upon me, nor charge myself with sins unpardon­
able, in being instrumental in deceiving many; for I was 
captivated with the same fascinating delusion, that those 
were who brought me to their altars, &c. &c. If I were 
now to ballot for candidates, and aid in conferring 
degrees, as I formerly ·did, my criminality would be 
great. In those labors I firmly believe I shall never 
engage. And can you, my brethren, who enjoy the 
humble and soul nourishing influences of the Spirit of 
Christ ·r Can those lifeless ceremonies and repetitions 
which we used in lodges and ·chapters affi1rd you any real 
<.."Qosolation? Are you still tenaciously fond of masonry, 
after all that has transpired, that has been said and 
written upon this subject1 What can you expect to ac-

4* 
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complish by continuing your membership 1 The alarm is 
given, investigation has commenced, and more than five 
millions have been roused from lethargy, who will not be 
persuaded to lie down and sleep, while about two thousand 
masonic halls enclose secret assemblies, (at least one per 
month,) who dare not utter their transactions to their 
most intimate companions and friends who belong not to 
the fraternity 7 Can you enjoy religion, and feel the 
sanctifying influences of grace, while you are daily con­
tending for the existence of an institution that has 
received its death blow, and must inevitably expire? 
Perhaps you fear the consequences, and are unwilling to 
encounter the calumnies and falsehoods that masonic 
presses pour out in torrents upon all who dare leave the 
order 7 This you may expect, for none have escaped who 
were influential among the~. Had I not been willing to 
have my name cast out as evil and to have all ldnds of 
falsehoods published against me, and even expose myself 
to frowns, jests, and as much contemptuous treatment as 
these giants in infidelity can raise against me through all 
the ranks o~ their beardless militia, I would have heid my 
peace. 

But, my brethren, what have we professed and what 
are our vbligations to God, his church, and the world of 
mankind 1 Is this vain world a friend to grace 7 We 
must pass through evil report and good report. It is 
through great tribulation . that we enter the kingdom of 
heaven. Shall the righteous cower and forsake the cause 
of God in an evil day? Is it not said in the book of 
God, that they "look up and are as bold as a lion "1 
" Say ye to the righteous, that it shall be well with him." 
Read the Sth chapter of Ro.!Jlans, and then ask yourselves 
if you can fear the frow)ls, threats, and contempt of mor­
tals 7 A lying spir·it is abroad, and speaks tltrough all 
maso11ic rn·esses. and this spirit inflames all who hate the 
truth, and will make them wax worse and worse, till 
sudden destruction shall overwhelm these workers of 
iniquity, to the a.«tonishment of every be bolder. Then 
ma~onry will rise no more to trouble Zion, and spread 
delusion and death amid civilized nations. 
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THE TENDENCY OF FREEMASONRY TO INFIDELITY •. 

Extract/ron• Tluu:lu:r's Let/L•·s to a brother in the Church. 

You inquire " what evidence I have, that masonry 
leads directly to infidelity 7" and, if" it is pretended that 
masonry and the system of illuminism arc mutually coup­
led together 1" If you had said systems of illuminism, I 
think you would have given a more just representation of 
the subject. Illuminism, I conceive to be one; but its 
systems are many. Illuminism is a popular name for In­
fidel Philosophy, comprising all its doctrines, and shades 
of doctrine, from Deism, to Atheism and complete skep­
ticism. The systems of this ph ilosophy are exceedingly 
various, and so artfully either contrived or adopted, as to 
"deceive, if it were possible, the very elect." I speak 
of systems belonging to illuminism, as either contrived or 
adopted; because this infidel philosophy has indeed con­
trived some, and adopted others, already fitted for its re­
ception. Of some of these sy~1ems you ha1e given the 
names ; as, the " Society of Carbonari" in Germany, the 
"United Irishmen," and the " Ribbon-men," in Ireland, 
&c. You justly observe, that "distiuctions lj i.:e these 
are of little consequence, where one grand object is in 
view." Yet, I think, you have fallen into a mistake, and 
confounded the systems of illuminism with illuminism 
itself. Illuminism, I grant, is the same, in every place, 
and in every country; whether it is called "Philosophy," 
"Reason," "Liberty and Equality," or "Infidelity." Its 
systems, however, are not only as various, but as distinct 
as its names ; and exactly adapted to answer its own pur­
poses, though suited to the different temperaments, man­
ners and habits of different nations. By systems, I here 
mean, those different combinations and societies, organ­
ized and governed in very different 'Ways, professing to 
promote entirely different objects; but whose grand and 
ultimate design ltas altoays centred in infidelity. Now, I 
ask, What system was adopted by the illuminees of 
France, in order to "crush the Wretch," and to accom­
plish their designs against religion and government 1 To 
trace all their plans, and d-evelope all their schemes of 
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wickedness, would require more time, talents and learn· 
ing, than can he commanded by me, or perhaps by you. 
The following, however, are among some of the measures 
which they adopted : T o bold secret correspondence, to 
circulate infidel tracts, control and corrupt the press, and 
to superintend the instruction of children and youth. 
Some of their bolder steps, were, to publish their Ency­
clopedia, seize upon the Royal Academy, and bring it 
entirely under their corrupting influence ; and to instil 
the poillon' of infidelity iuto every primary and public 
seminary of learning. In addition to these measures, 
they sought, and even obtained, the keys of the public 
t reasury ; carried their i ntrigu~ iuto the court and coon- · 
cil of the king, and contrived to fill the most important 
offices with their own adepts. Now, it could not be ex­
pected, that stU:h men, capable of devising and pursuing 
such measw·es, would suffer such an institution as the 
masonic to escape either their notice or their influence. 
Accordingly we are assured, by Professor R obison,* the 
A bbe Barruel, and others, upon the best authori ty, that 
the three degrees of masonry were no sooner transplanted 
from England to France, than the institution was seized 
upon both by the Jesuits and the I lluminecs. The first 
soon relinquished thei r hold, and then endearored to 
crush the institution ; the others held on, and moulded 
i t into just such a shape as would best answer their de­
signs. They contrived additional degrees; such as have 
since been adopted, and are now in use in the United 
States. T hey introduced new, and additional ornaments, 
in dress and jewelry, to please the fcmcy , and to excite 
the curiosity of " the profane." In short, they found, in 
Freemasonry, the very engine, which they had long desir­
ed ; and it proved just such a system, as answered their 
highest and most sanguine expectations. I t is true, they 
eventually formed distinct, and what have been called, 
"Illuminated Lodges;" but they still kept their hold 
upon the mother institution. 

• John ltobison, LI.. D. Profe91or of N3tural PhiiO$Ophy in F.d· 
lnhur~~: University; member of the American Philo~opbical Society ; 
a.nd. of the Royal Society at Mnnt"hester ; and forei~n member of the 
ltnperial academy of Sciences at St. Petersburg.-Ell. 
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Here then, it appears, that the illuminees* did not 
" personate" Freemasonry, but adopted it, as a system al­
ready fitted to their hand, which they could mould and 
use at pleasure, to carry into execution their schemes of 
infidelity. This view of the subject corresponds precisely 
with Professor Robison's account of the institution, and 
the manner in which it was moulded and adapted to the 
desigus of French infidelity. The Professor shows, sat­
isfactorily, that Freemasonry originated in England ; that 
it eKisted there, only in the three first degrees; and that 
it was not cons i~ererl of any serious importance, but 
merely as a kind of diversion for young men, affording 
them opportunity to pass away a leisure hour, or to in­
dulge themselves in occasional convivial intercourse.­
That I have not mistaken the views of Dr. Robison, on 
this subject, 1 think will clearly appear in the following 
extracts:-" In my early life," says this learned and saga­
cious Professor, " I had taken some part in the occupations 
(shall I call them) of Freemasonry ; and having chiefly 
frequented the lodges on the continent, I had learned 
many doctrines, and seen many ceremonials, which had 
no place in t!te simple Freemasonry wltic/1 obtains in t!lis 
country." [England.] " I had also remarked, that the 
whole was much more the object of reflection and thought 
than I could remember it to have been among my ac­
quaintances at home. T here I had seen a ma5on lodge 
conside1·ed merely as a Jlretext for passing an lwur or 
two in a sort of dtcent conviuialily, not altogether void 
of some rational occupation." [Introduction to Proofs of 
Conspiracy, p. 7.] 

" I was importuned by persons of the first rank to pur­
sue my masonic career through many degrees unknown 
in this country. But all the splendor and elegance I 
saw, could not conceal a frivoli ty in every part. It ap­
peared a baseless fab1-ic." [ Ibid, p. 8.] 

Speaking of the attention with which he was treated, 
at a certain festival, where "the si mple system" of Eng­
lish Freemasonry prevailed, he says, "I do not suppose 

• The llluminees, as individuals, were very numerous, Jon?; before 
the " 0BDER or JLLUHINATI," proper,Jy SO called, bad an eXist­
ence. 



46 OPINIONS ON FREEMASONRY. 

that the Parisian Freemasonry of forty-five degrees could 
Jlive me more entertainment." [Ibid, p. 10.] 

Of the origin of this system of Freemasonry, the Pro­
fessor remarks, " Some curiosity, however, remained, and 
some wish to trace this plastic myste1·y to the pit from 
which the clay had been dug, which had been moulded 
into so many shapes, 'some to honor, and some to dis­
honor.'" [Ibid, p. 10.] 

"1 was frequently sent back into Englaod,Jrom whence 
all agreed tltal Fr·ecmasonry had been imported into Ger­
many. I was frequently led into France and into Italy. 
There, and more remarkably in France, I found that the 
lodges had been the haunts of many projectors and fa­
natics, both in science, in religion, and in politics, who 
had availed themselves of the secrecy and the freedom of 
speech maintained in these meetings, to broach their par­
ticular whims, or suspicious doctrines, which, if published 
to the world in the usual manner, would have exposed the 
authors to ridicule or to censure." (Ibid, pp. 1l, 12.] 

" In their hands, Freemasonry became a thing totally 
unlike to the system (if it may get such a name) imported 
from England; and some lodges had become schools of 
irreligion and l icf'ntiousness.'' (Ibid.] 

" It l Freemasonry] seems indeed peculiarly suited to 
the talell!s and taste of that vain and ardent people [the 
French.]- B aseless and frivolous, it admits of every form 
that Gallic relioement can invent, to recommend it to the 
young, the gay, the luxurious; that part of society which 
alone deserves their care, because in one way or another 
it leads all other classes of society." (Ibid, p. 13.] 

" It has accordingly happened, that tlte homely Free~ 
masonry imported fr·nm England has been totally c!tanged 
in every country of Europe, either by the imposing ascen­

. dency of French brethren, w)to are to be found every 
where, ready to instruct the world ; or by the importation 
of •he doctriues, and ceremonies, and ornaments of the 
Parisian lodges. Even England, t!te birth-place of ma­
sonry, has experienced the French inMvations; and all 
the repeated injunctions, admonition~, an.d reproofs of the 
old lodges, cannot prevent. those in different parts of the 
·kingdom from admitting the French novelties, full of tin­
sel and glitter, and high sounding titles." (Ibid.] 
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" The French innovations in Freemasonry were quickly 
followed in all parts of Europe, by the admission of simi­
lar discussions, although in direct opposition to a standing 
rule, and declaration made to every newly received Brother, 
' that nothing touching the religion or government shall 
ever be spoken of in the lodge.' But the lodges in 
other countries followed the example of France, and have 
frequently become the rendezvous of innovators in religion 
and politics, and other disturbers of the public peace. In 
abort, I have found that the covert of a masonic lodge 
bad been employed in every country, for venting and pro­
pagating sentiments in religion and politics, that could 
not have circulated in public without exposing the author 
to great danger. I found that this impunity bad gradual­
ly encouraged men of licentious principles to become more 
bold, and to teach doctrines subversive of all our notions 
of morality-of all our confidence in the moral govern­
ment of the universe-of all our hopes of improvement in 
a future state of existence-and of all satisfaction and con­
tentment with our present life, so long as we live in a 
state of subordination. I have been able to trace these 
attempts, made, tlwougl, a course of fifty years, under the 
specious pretext of enlightening the world by the torch of 
philosophy, and of dispelling the clouds of civil andre­
ligious superstition, which keep the nations of Europe in 
darkness and slavery. I have observed these doctrines 
gradually diffusing and mixing toi.th all the different sys­
tems of P.rumusonry; till, at last, AN AssociATION HAl 

BEEN FORatED* for the expreSS purpose of ROOTING OUT ALL 

THE RELIGIOUS ESTABLISHMENTS, AN D : on:RTURNING ALL 

TB. EXISTING GOVERNMENTS OF EU!tOPE." (Ibid, p. 14.] 
"In short," says Professor Robison, "we may assert, 

with confidence, that the mason lodges in Ftance were 
the hot-beds, where the seeds were sown, and tenderly 
reared, of all the pernicious doctrines which soon after 
cboaked every moral and religious cultivation, and have 
made the Society worse than a waste, have made it a noi­
some marsh of human corruption, filled with every rank 
and poisonous weed." [Proofs of Conspiracy, p. 45.1 

In allusion to Freemasonry having originated in tng-

• " The Oaoza OF ILLUM I NATI." 
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land, and the manner in which it was received in other 
countries, be says, "Thus did the fraternity conduct 
themselves, and thus were they considered by the public, 
wl1en it was carried over from England to tlt.e continmt ; 
and here it is to l?e particularly remarked, that all .our 
Bretl11'en ahroad profess to ltave received the Mystery of 
Frumasonryfrom Britain. (lbid, p. 26.) 

Having spoken of the additional Degrees, contrived 
and attached by the French, to the three first, which 
originated in England, the .Professor continues-" These 
facts and observations fully account for · the zeal with 
which all this patch-work addition to the simple Freema­
sonry of England was prosecuted in France. It surprises 
us, Britons, who are accustomed to consider the whole 
as a matter of amusement for young men, who are glad of 
any pretext for indulging in conviviality." [Ibid, p. 37.] 

Of the German lodges, he says, " All of them received 
their institution from England, and had patents from a 
mother lodge in London. All seem to have got the 
mystery through the same channel, the banished friends 
of the Stuart family ."-" Freemasonry was then of the 
simplest form, consisting of tile three degrees of Appren­
tice, Fellow-craft, and ii'Iaster." [Ibid, p. 54.) 

Again, he says, that the French, who undertook to 
improve the Germans, declared " that the home-spun 
Freemasonry, which had been imported from England, 

. was fit only for the unpolished minds of the British ; but 
that in France it had grown into an elegant system, fit for 
the profession of gentlemen." [Ibid, p. 58.) The Ger~ 
mans, however, not being altogether so credulous as the 
French desired, stood in doubt of such innovations, and 
thought " that the safest thing for them was an appeal to 
the birth-place of masonry. They sent to London for 
instructions. There they learned, that nothing was ac­
knowledged for genuine unsophisticated masonry but 
three degrees; and · that the mother lodge of London alone 
could, by her instructions, prevent the most dangerous 
schisms and innovations." [Ibid, p. 59.] 

In view of these corious extracts from Profe11sor Robi­
son, it is ea;;;y tn see, that Great Britain was, indeed, "tl1e 
birth-place of Freemnsonr!J ;" t hat it existed there only in 
tl1e tlm:e first degrees ; that it has been mo\}lded into va-
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rious shapes and systems; that it was exactly fitted for an 
eo<rine orinfidel philosophy, particularly as new modelled 
and ornamented by the French ; and that it was used for 
the very purpose of fostering infidelity, for at least "fifty 
years" before the "Order of Illuminati" had an exist­
ence, and literally became the harbinger of this atheis­
tical and revolutionizing association. It seems, therefOre, 
that in~:~tead of this new system being disowned, and de-

. nied · fellowship by the masons, and the lodges being 
'' closed, as if to exclude the dangerous innovater ;" the 
system of Freemasonry became the real mother of Illu­
minism, and the " Order of Illuminati" was the legiti­
mate child of the Freemason's lodge. It does seem " that 
the mason lodges were the hot-btds, 7Dhere the seeds toere 
sown and te11derly reared of all the p ernicious doctrints 
rohich soon after cl1oaked every moral or religious cultiva­
tion, and haoe made the society worse than a waste, have 
made it a nnisome marsh of human corruption, filled with 
evtry rank and poisonnus weed." 

Such, is some of the evidence, that Freemasonry has 
led directly to infidelity in Europe; and I purpose now 
to show, that it has an equally dangerous tendency in this 
country. 

We cannot suppose, that so large and fair a portion of 
the earth as America, should be entirely free from the 
machinations of infidelity; nor have we any reason to 
believe, that such an extensive and opulent society ~;~s the 
masonic fraternity have arisen to be in this country, would• 
be overlooked by the eagle eyes of the Illuminati. There 
is no society on earth, in which infideliry can remain 
more elfectually concealed, and more elfectually carry on 
its secret operations. It is convenient for illuminism to 
have its own societies, whose avowed object, every one 
knows, i11, to propagate its own doctrines. .But, it is still 
mure co•tvenient to employ societies, professedly devoted 
to ot/1er objects; because, in the~e, it can more easily 
"conceal the hand that gives the blow." That societies 
of the first kind, which I have mentioned, exist in this 
country, there can be no reasonable doubt. The society 
of "United Irishmen," was formed in the United States, 
years ago. Beside this, there have existed lodges, in sev­
eral sections of the country, which originated from the 

5 
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"Grand Orient of Paris." We may doubtless add, 
"The Society of Odd F ellows." 

Now, if French infidel ity has gained such a footing, 
and been of so long standing, in this country; what evi­
dence can we have, that our lodges, chapters and en­
campments are fre e from its influence 1 T here are cer­
tainly very many leading masons, of high standing, in 
this country, who are Deists; and I have personally 
known several, who were not ashamed to avow their athe­
ism. Besides, it is beyond all dispute, tha t many of the 
higher degrees of masonry, as practised in this country, 
were imported directly from France. Masons will not 
admit that these degrees were manufactured in this coun· 
try ; and they certainly did not originate in England. In 
1 i30, there were but t!tree deg1·ees of masonry known, 
either in England or in America. In lil19, the British 
Parliament passed an act,* prohibiting any more than 
t!tree degrees being given in that kingdom. English gen­
tlemen, who took any higher degrees than the three first, 
received them on the continent. When, therefore, we 
consider, that the masonic institution, in this country, 
embraces from three to forty, fi>r ty five, or forty eight de­
grees, (some say more,) and that the most of these de­
grees were imported from infidel France ; we cannot rea­
.sonably doubt for a moment, that illuminism exists, to a 
very great extent, in this institution, even in the United 
States. Accordingly, this fact was testi fied, on the best 
authority, years ago. " A letter from a man of the first 
respectability in New England, written in 1798, says, · 
'Illuminism exists in this country. And the impious 
mockery of the sacramental supper, as described by Mr. 
R ollison, has been acted here.' The writer pro..:eeds to 
state, that his informant, a respectable masou, and a prin­
cipal officer of that brotherhood, declares, that amnng the 
higher orders of masons in this country, this piece of 
illuminism (the mockery of the holy supper) is at times 
practised." (See Smith on the Prophecies, 2<1 ed. p. l76.J 

Since making the above extract, I have received a 
letter from thtl author of that celebrated dissertation, 
which, being a little more circumstantial, and gtvmg cer-

• George III. 1799. 
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tain authorities which I do nat find in the work, I here 
insert iu full. 

HANOVER, lliLlSS , J UNE 29, 1829. 
R ei). and Dear Sir, 

Your le t ter is before me ; and I r etu•·n an answer by transmitting 
to you the following extracts from the second edition of my Disser­
tation on the P rophecies, puhli,;!Jed 15 yea•·s ago. " President 
Dwight, in 1798, wrote thus, ' lllumiuisrn exists in this country ; and 
the im;;ious ruockcry of the sacl"dlllent, described by Robison, has 
been acted here.' Agaiu: ' Under those c ircumstances, (says Dr. 
Dwight , ) were founded the $Ocicties of Illuminism.* They of course 
spread with a rapidity which nothing but fnct could h•wc induced 
any sober wind to believe. Before the year 1786, they were estah­
lished, in p.rcat nu mbers, through Gcrruany, Sweden, Rus;ia, Poland, 
Austria, Holland, France, S wi tzerland, Italy, England, ~colland, and 
.IJmP.rica.-ln all these places was taught the grand .¥weepi11f!. prin­
ciple of corrttption, that the goodne$s o f the end sanctities the 
n1eans !' Dr. Dwight said, be received his infor111ation h·om a prin­
cipal officer of the Ame rican masons.-f\ mason of h igh standing a t 
tbe south, in a J.,:ter to Dr. Dwight, dated March 23, 1800, says, 
'the lodge in Ponsmooth, {Va.) to wbich you allude, called the 
French lodge, was considered, by nw, as undc1· the modem term of 
masonry (lllunoi ni, m.) ' In ano ther le iler from the same to Presi­
dent Dwigh t, be says, ' That yo u bad good reason to su>pect the de· 

"'Mr. Smith qnotes from a Fast Discourse of Dr. Dwight's, d,•livcrcd in 
Yal~< Uolh·ge. The passage is ns follows : 

"'l'he serpe111ine sys1em of !lo is order (Illuminism) Weishaupt perfectly 
undcrSt()Od. fl'he great 4.1esigJI of the Jest• its had always been tn e iJgros..c; the 
P.?.wer dnd iuflueuee of Eu1·op~, aud to regulate all i~S imj>orlant atiilirs. 
rhe SVSteiJl of JnC:tSUr(·S, whith lh<'J had adopted for tbi:;: em, WIIS ~HIH.•rior 
to ev~ry preceding seh~m~ of human policy. To this design \\'cish~upt 
who was more al•solutely au Atheist 1ha11 V"ohaire, and as cm·dially wished 
for tlu' rui n c:f Christiamty, supcratldPd a gem•rol intention of de>~myiug tiHI 
moral charaNer of man. The system of policy, adopted bv the Je,uits, 
was, thert'f<>re, exactly liueJ to his purpose: fur the design, witb this super­
addition, was exartly the sarnt!:. 

" With 1hese nd••autag<">us pr<>paratious, be boldly undertook this work 
of destruction; and laitl 1he axe ntthe root of all moral prin~iplc, and the 
sense of all moral oiJii;:-atiou, hy eswhlishiog a few fuudam•mtal doct rines, 
which were amply suiliciei>t lor this purrwse. These were, that God is 
not~1iug ,; th:1 t gov~rumeol is a <'lii'SP._, aut! authority ar~ usurpation; t.ht-~t civil 
SOCiety IS the only apostacv of man; that the poss~ss1011 ol pro1>crty 1S rob­
bery; tha\ chasiity and ooal\ll'al atfection are mere pr~ju.ti~cs; aud tbat 
adultery, assassiu(t\iou. poisoning, \\ud other crime$ of a ~imilar nature are 
lawtill, nud <Wen virtuous. A large lorauc:h of the .tl~tscmic S{)(;irlies in Ger· 
many and F'rnuce had tdrt,adv adopted the same ohjec:s, ~s the great and 
controlling oues of all their personal and united labors. Here s~cteey fur­
nished 1he most advautagPou> ''fli'OI'llwiti"$ for the formation of every de­
sigu, <tud the mo..~ t ad,~cln:age:ous comrivauce fbr its su<·c~ssfUt execu1ioo. 
Here the spiri~ of hostilioy a;:;_fliu~t . re l;gion an <I gowr~llll<'llt was .kindled, 
and blown up 1010 a O<tmc. Hel'e, 111 a word, all that V1~e could wosh, and 
profiig a<·y a\lempt, was propo:;.,<l, mat"r~cl, aud se~ forward lor. executiou. 
Under these c~rcumstaoces, were founded ll1e soc•~toes of lllumunsru." 
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signs of the F rench lodge, at P ortsmouth, I have no reason, nor ever 
had, to cloubt. Their work was to effect the plans of France in our 
country.'-A member of that lodge boa~ted that he belonged to a 
lodge in Europe, in whic-h the French revolution was planned.-­
A gentleman of the fir5t respectability inform~d me, (with leave to 
publish It, if 1 pleased,) that while he wa~ Grand .Ma!ter of all. the 
lodges of the State, in which he lived, a bun.lle of papers fr·om the 
Eastern Continen t came, by a natural mistake, into his hand~, in 
which were masonic language, and emblems, altogether above his 
comprehension. This was before he had heard of the e xistence of 
I lluminism. The packet by some means went out of his hands. 
After he heard of Illuminism, he said he was prepared to believe it, 
and that it was established in this country !'-In a pr·inted oration, 
delivered before the grand royal arclr chapter of New York, Feb. 2, 
A. L. 6801, by Re\'. John Ernst, Grand Chaplain, are the following 
words :-• The deep desi~ns of masons called the llluminnli , who 
have almost inundated Europe, and are fast gaining ground in 
America, have clearly rlemonstrated the abu$e which untiled mason 
lodges have met with, ond how they, when not guarded, can be rev­
olutionized and moulded at pleasure!' An acquaintance of mine, a 
man of name, who with his wife were professors of religion, both in. 
formed me, that their son had occnsion to reside some years in 
---, the capital of a middle State. When he 1·eturned, they 
found, to their great grief, that he had become a gro11 infidel. He 
assured them, • he had learned this wisdom in a society there, in~li­
tuted fr·om France, with a view to proraJ?:111e the sentiments he had 
imbibed.:-That such ~ocieties abounded in our land :-That soon 
gospel ministers would not be supported ; and if they e:r.i~ted, the 
finger of scorn would be pointed ~~ them :-That the Christian reli· 
gi<»l was oU an impolition, a11d would soon be abolished!' A let· 
ter was intercepted from a lodge of ll lurroinees in Virginia, to another 
in New York, in which were emblems of carnage and death, and 
things unknown to the lower grade,q of masoor·y in our States.-The 
lodge Wisdom, in Portsmouth, ( V a~) was the 2260th descendant 
from the Grand Orient of Paris. This ~treat number were scattered 
in twelve different nations, of which America was one. Girtonoer, 
In his Memoirs of the French Revolution, says, • The active mem­
bers of the Propaganclists (propagators of French masonry) were, 
in 1791, fifty thousand, with funds then of six millions of dollars. 
These men were sent over the civilized world. And it was a maxim 
in their code, th~t ' it was better to defer attempts filly year&, than 
to fail of success by too ~reat precipitancy!' Rob01spier·re , in his 
contention with the Brissotine factiou, declared, that revolutionary 
designs were the objec t of the diplomatic mr!Ol!io.n of Genet to this 
country. Genet's ha~te and impertinences to effec t this design soon, 
by the wisdom of Washington, occasioned his recall. In an inter­
cepted letter of his succes~or in this country, this object of French 
lllumlnees, In this nMion, wu ascertained ;-and that the insurrec· 
lion in the we~t of Pennsylvania, (to suppress which cost our nation 
one million of dollars, and the rai~ing of an army of 15,000 men, 
with Washington at their hcacl,) was the fruit of the secret marhl­
nations of the~e F rench llluminees! Washington himself was de­
nouuced by this horrid agency, and was declared to be an enemy to 
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his country. And the people were called upon, when be left his 
presiden~ial office, to keeJ> a juhilee on the occasion. Washington, 
in a ).,Her to a fl'iend, ~vake of this abuse as being in 'such indc.;ent 
terms as could scarcely be applie1t to a Nero, or to a notlffious de· 
faulter !' ln another letter he says, ' That the self-created societies 
that ha,·e spread themselves over this nation, have been laboring in­
ccssautly to sow the seeds of distrust, jealousy, and discontent, 
hoping tl\ercby to t>lfect some re volution io the government, is not 
unknown to you. Tbat they have been the fomenters of the west· 
ern imun·ection, admits of no doubt.' He again s~ys, ' It is doubt· 
ful still, whether that z1arty, which has been a curse to this country, 
mav not be able to continuo their delu~ions !' No \vouder, then, 
that this Fathea· of hi~ Mtion should, in his furewell add a·es~. waa·n 
his cnun try to beware of all secret societies! Even Bonaparte 
boasted, ' We well know oua· strength in America; and let us do 
what we will, we can turn all the odium of it on those who favor not 
our designs.' " 

These few extracts I transmit. You may make what use of thern 
you please. I have long since j!:lven them to the public. 

1 am, dear sia·, affcctiouately you r~. 
ETH."u.'l SMITH. 

Now, dear brother, in view of these facts, it is more 
than evident to my mind, that French Illuminism has 
been incorporated with American Freemasonry. It does 
appear, from unquestionable authority, that, as long ago 
as 1798, " the impious mockery of the sacramental sup­
per had been acted here," in the "ltigltc1· degrees of 
Freemasonry." This fact accords precisely with Webb's 
account of the " Ineffable Degrees,"* in one of which 
the " Most Perfect" is represented as sayioa to the novi­
tiate, " Eat of this bread with me, and drin% of tlte same 
cup." \Ve ha11e substantial evidence also, even from re­
spectable masons, that many of the lower lodges had been 
moulded to suit the designs of French infidelity, nearly 
thirty years ago ; and that this corruption was, at that 
time, "fa.st gaining ground in this country." 

Can we, then, foster Freemasonry, even in the three 
lower degrees, without, either directly or indirectly, aid­
ing the cause of infidelity 1 Even admitting, that the 
three lower degrees are as pure as you seem to imagine ; 
still, they are the portal to the labyrinth of Illuminism. 
This is an avenue, which must be shut, or our country is 
undone. The lower degrees are, and have been, con-

-----------------·-·-
• Freemason's Monitor, 1816. p. 276. 
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strued into every thing, and any thing, which was calcu­
lated to promote the designs of infidels ; and these de­
signing men have repeatedly " laughed in their sleeve," 
in view of the farcical ceremonies of the third degree, as 
cunningly devised, and directly calculated to briog the 
scriptures into disrepute, and cast contempt upon the 
death and resurrection of J esus Christ. Even on the 
supposition, therefore, that you and I may not have con· 
sidered these pernicious doctrines as . "taught in the 
lodge-room;" yet the work is so constructed, that others 
may, and do, construfil it into whatever they please. I 
must confess also, that though I did, for a time, argue 
with myself, as you do, on this subject; and although I 
endeavored to persuade myself into the settled conviction, 
that this was pure morality; yet, after all, when I wit· 
nessed the various ceremonies of the several degrees, my 
conscience has secretly whispered, 'this is no place for a 
Christian, and especially for a Christian minister.' These 
secret whispers, and a scrutinizing observation of the 
effect, which those ceremonies have upon the fraternity, 
have led me more critically to examine the subject ; which 
examination has led me to the present result. Reflecting 
upon the snare, from which I have escaped, I wbuld not 
be placed back, where I was six months ago, for all the 
honors and treasures of earth. I hafe, dear brother, re­
peatedly seen the smile of mirth playing in the counte· 
nance of many a mason, during even, what are called, the 
most sublime and solemn parts of the work. In reflect· 
ing upon past years, also, and the several revivals of re· 
1igion, which I have had opportunity to witness, I can 
now recollect but very jtw, comparatively, who have-· 
become hopefully pious, after joining the masonic institu· 
tion. I understand that the same observation has been 
made by 9: clergyman,* who has doubtless had more expe­
rience in revivals of religion, than any ~nan now living in 
our. own country. Among professors of religion, too, I 
thiok thlil observation will hold good, that the lodge-going 
brethren are not gmerally among the most engaged and_ 
active members of the church. I do not say this, by any 
means, to make invidious comparisons ; and I am willing 

• Rev. Mr. Nettleton. 
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to admit that there are exceptions. But I have never 
known a church member, who gave decisive evidence of 
piety, who would not spontaneously abaudon the lodge, 
during a revival of religion. Neither have I ever known 
a professor of religion, however apparently engaged be­
fore, but what, in one way or another, gave decisive evi­
dence of religious declension, immediately after joining 
the masonic institution. I can also recollect of several 
instances, in which young men had appeared very seri­
ously concerned for the soul and the things of eternity; 
but who, on being initiated into the mysteries of masonry, 
immediately banished all serious impressions, and, from 
that day forward, appeared perfectly careless and secure. 
I am also constrained to think, that no professor of reli­
gion ever found himself improved in moral feeling, in 
consequence of attending a communication of the lodge ; 
or that he scarcely ever weut away, in consequence, with 
one pr,ifitable serious reflection, un less with this, that he 
bad worse than thrown away his precious time, and would 
better stay away in future. Permit me, also, to ask you, 
dear brother, (and I wish to do it most tenderly and affec­
tionately ,) if you have felt in your heart, generally, that 
glow of religious warmth, si,lce, as bejo1·e you became a 
member of the masonic institution 1 Have you been as 
much disposed to attend religious meetings since, as be­
fore ; or to take a part in those religious meetings, as you 
frequently did, four or five years ago 1 Permit me again 
to ask, if you feel like going from your closet to the l<Xlge, 
or from the lodge to your closet 7 Or, if you do, is it 
with that freedom and holy fervor, which you believe you 
have felt in years past 1 These are plain and significant 
questions; and I doubt not you will answer them to your­
self, in the fear of God, and with a reference to the judg­
ment day. 

You add, "I am told that Royal Arch masonry has 
much to do with a Saviour, while be i/ only darkly pre­
figured in the three first." Here, I am sure, you are 
laboring under a sad mistake. I wish to know wherein 
the Saviour is even darkly prefigured, in any part of the 
three first degrees. Is it in the mock representation of 
death aod the resurrection 7 It must be here, if any 
where; but, for my own part, I should as soon and as 
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seriously think of looking for the Saviour in one of Shake­
spear's tragedies. It cannot be. This ceremony is so 
contrived, that it may be construed to please the Chris­
tian, Jew, Deist, Mabomedan, and Pagan idolater.­
W <!uld these last think of looking for the Saviour here 7 
I have been informed, that a Jew was, for a conl!liderable 
time, Grand !\laster of the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island. 
This same Jew, if I mistake not, was actively engaged 
in forming the General Grand Chapter of the United 
States. Now, would this Jew, do you imagine, consider 
Royal Arch masonry as having much to do with the 
Saviour; or that Jesus of Naz<Lreth was even "darkly 
prefigured" in the third degree1 But, supposing your 
idea to be correct; what is the need of having the Saviour 
" darkly prefigured," when " the true light" respecting 
him, has now shone for more than eighteen hundred 
years 1 Is there any need of going into the lodge-room to 
observe what God, in his word and providence, has made 
so plain? I deny, however, that Royal Arch masonry 
bas any tking to do with the Saviour, except to degrade 
and rob him of his glory; and this would please the Jew, 
as well as the Deist. In the Mark Master's degree, those 
passages of scripture,* which, in the Bible are applied 
exclu::;ively to Christ, as the chief corner stone of his 
church, masons apply exclusi1•ely to a literal ston.e, which 
in this degree, is "rejected by the builders" and thrown 
away among " the rubbish ;" but in the Most Excellent 
Master's degree, is found again, and becomes the key of 
the arch, or " the head of tlte corner." Now what does 
this mean 1 Is it to exalt or to degrade, the Son of God 1 
Who shall tell us-the Jew, or the Deist 1 Let the 

• The passages of scripture here cited, are the following :- Ps. 
cxviii. 22. The stone which the builders refused, is become the 
bead·stone of the corner. 

Mauh. xxi. 42.-Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone 
which the builders rejected, is become the head of the comer ? 

.Mark xii. 10.-Ancl bave ye not read this sc•·ipture, The stone 
which the builders r~jectcd, i3 become the head of the corner ? 

Luke xx. 17.-What is this, then, that is w•·itten, The stone 
which the builders rejected, is become the head of the comer? 

Ar.t2 iv. 11.-This is the stone which was set at nought of you 
builders, which is hecome the head of the corner.-(See Webb's 
Monitor, 1816, p. 78.] 
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Christian speak, and his soul must recoil .within him! 
He will say, if he says the truth, " This is, indeed, my 
God and my Saviour, degraded to a literal xton~, mocked, 
and cast away, despised and rejected of men!!" "0 my 
soul, come thou no more within their .secrets; uuto their 
a(':Sembly, mine honor, be not thou united!" In the 
Royal Arch degree, the name of the Saviour is not men­
tioned ; hut the titlt>s and auributes of the great and ter­
rible GOD, are u~ed with the most shocking familiarity; 
and JEHOV AU is literally pt:rsonified, while the passage 
relating to the "burning buslt" is cited in full.,. In the 
"Order of High Priest," which properly belongs to Royal 
Arch masonry, Christ is again robbed of his honor ; and 

. passages which apply to him, and to no other being in 
the universe, are addressed to a mortal worm of the dust. 
What is said of Melch'isedec, in the New Te8tament, as 
representiug the eternal Priesthood of the Sa1•iour, ma­
son's address to the fligh Priest of a Royal Arch Chap­
ter l t This dej!ree was doubtless contrived by Weis­
haupt, a most sul>tle adept, and was intended and calcu­
lated to deceive, "if it were possible, the very elect." 
Of this, however, J shall say more hereafter.-ln like 
mann()r, are the agonies of Christ in the garden turned 
into mockery, in the order of Knights Templars. Here, 
the" bitter cup"t is prepared fi)r the candidate to drink, 
when he receives his ohligation. Here is represented 
"the place of a skull," literally indeed, because the skull 
is the pup from which the novitiate receives his libation. 
In allusion to the hitte r cup, the scene of Christ's agnny 
in the garden is rehearsed,§ (does not your soul rec~til 7) 
particularly that passage, in which he repeated ly and 
earnestly prays, "0 my Father, if it be possible, le t this 
cup pass from me."-'' Father, if this cup may not pass 
from me, except I drink it, thy will be done." I ! ! In 
allusion to the skull, it i!: re.ad,§ "And when they were 
come unto a place called Golgotha, that is to say, a l'lace 
of a :sKULL, the.fJ g a11e !tim vinegar to drink, MINGLED 

WITH GALL: and when he had tasted thereof, he would 

• Freemason's Monitor, 1816, p. 186. 
f Freemason's Monitor, p. 15:l. 

~ 
Town's Sreculative Freemasonry. 
See Webb's Monitor, 1816, o. 282 . 

• 
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not drink."!!! Now, is it d ifficult here to see the hag­
gard featurtls of Illuminism 7 Professor Robison, who 
had e1'ery facility to learn, declare~,* that this degree was 
formed in an illuminated lodge at Lyons, which, at that 
t ime, "stootl at the head of French Freemasonry." It 
seems als(), fro m othN authentic accounts, which I have 
seen of t.he hi~tory of this order, that th(lse who coutrived 
it, to render the deception complete; seized, as a kind of 
model, the chivalry of the dark ages, and pretender! to 
trace the clP!!ree back, as Webb doe~, .to the ele1·enth 
ceutury.t We may, then, con~icler it as establi;;hP.d be­
yond a reasonable doubt, that the "01'<1er of Knights 
:remplars" is the legitimate off.~pring. of French illumin­
ISm. 

• 
ON THE OA':'H S AND OBL[GATIONS OF MASONRY. 

A11 ..Wridgnuru of&~. JIJr. Jones's L titus. 

h · is my intention in the present lP.tter, to notice some 
thing~ in the OATHS or OBLIGAT IONS of masonry, 
which are oldt:ctiurtaMe, and, in my opin ion, dcstro!;ing 
their iJin:liug nalw·e, as to ]Jerpetual secrecy. llefore I 
proceed, hnll'el·er, it may be suitable to remark, it is my 
purpc)se uot to introduce any thing as belonging to these 
oiJiigatinils, except what was actually taught me as such 
while a reJ! ular member of the institution. If any indi­
vidual shall tplestion my ability to present the vu.t; form 
so far as I tuay need to do it, I would observe, for the 
satisli1ction of such, that I should hold myself in readi­
ness, if required, to submit the question to disinterested 
judges, and to abide the ir decision. It was not my inten­
tion , and 1 !'hould not have thQ\lght it expedient now to 
publis!t any part of these O aths , in the precise 1D11rds in 
which they were taught to me, were it not for the fact, 

• Proofs or Conspirncy, p. 44. 
t See Webh'~ "Obse~·vations on the Orders of Knights Ternplars, 

and Knights of Malta."-Freemason's Monitor, 1816, p. 2~0. 
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which has very much surprised me of late; that many of 
the fraternity, as I am credibly informed, are positively 
denying the su bstantial correctness of them, as they stand 
in Morgan's Illustrations, thereby, as it must be consid~ 
ered, implicating me with the gross charge of falsehood. 

The first thing to be noticeg as objectionable in these 
obligations, is the extraordinary mock solemnity, p1·ufan­
ity, 4•c. of their introduction, viz.: "I, A. B . uf my own 
free toill and aecord, in presence of Altniplity God, and 
this Right Worshipful Lodge, erected to God and dedi­
cated to the Order uf the ltoly St. Jolm; do lw·cby, and 
hereon, most solemnly ancl sincerely promise and swtar." 
All three of the first obligations, ba~·e precisely this intro­
ductiou, according to my earliest instructions; and what, 
let me ask, is there in them, or in the other parts of 
ma:>onry, which can demand, or justify this pretended, 
solemn form ality 1 As I know of no necessity for this, 
nor any thing which can be reasonably urged in its justi· 
fication, 1 have no hesitation in declaring my opinion 
fully, that it is an absolute violation of th~ third Com­
maudment, in twice taking the name of the Lord in vain; 
and what an unqualified violation it is, also, of the injunc­
tion of holy writ, to " swear not at all." And what can 
it he, but a most daring insult, in the face of the Most 
High, for a body of men, who, wi th but very few if any 
exceptions, generally, are not those, who fear God and 
work righteousness, to set themselves up, as it were, by 
his side, clothed with such extraordinary, self-created, self­
exalted titles; and what is it but an impious mockery of 
God, to declare such lodges, in his awful pre~ence, 
E1·eclcd tu Uod, and dedicated to tlte 01·der of tlte lwly St. 
John ?" Sure, if these lodges, generally, have been 
erected to any god, and are acknowledged by him, as 
such, it must have been to some other than the God of 
heaven. 1 wish to be understood, as speaking excluf<ively 
of the wicker/ness of these oatlts, in distinction from the 
character of those who may be still nuconsciously giving 
their sanction to such wickedness. 

Another clause which I shall notice at this time, is the 
same in substance in both the second aud third degrees 
as follows : " I furthermore promise and swear, tltat J will 
answer and obey, all due signs and summons, given, sent, 
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handed, or thrown to me, by the hand of a true and lawful 
brotl1er fellow craft, (or master m~on,) or from the body of 
a legally constituted lodge of fellmo crofts, (or master ma­
sons,) so far as in me lies, if within tl~e length of my 
cable tow." It is certainly difficult to find a happy con­
struction of this clause, and I very much doubt, whether 
it has been understood by masons themselves, generally. 
Were it not for its peculiar phraseology, it might be un­
derstood to mean, that a person who takes this obligation 
upon him, is to answer all si{fns, made to him personally, 
by a brother of the same degree, by making corresponding 
masonic signs in return, so as to inspire a masonic confi­
dence in each other ; and further that such a persoll 
should obey all summ~ms or citations from the lodge to 
attend its meetings ; but as no distinction is made here; 
between the prerogative of a lodge and a privl;lte brother, 
to make such signs or summonses ; it seems, that each 
one is bound to yield implicit obedience, in case of the 
signs and summons of an individual brother; as well as 
in case of the calls of the lodge, in all cases without quali­
fication, when possible, unless he should be called on to 
travel further th;m the length of his cable tow; the length 
of which imaginary line, l believe, is not uniformly con­
sidered alike among masons ; though it has been called 
three, four or five miles. It seems impossible to under­
stand these "signs and summons," as signs of distress 
and calls for charitable assistance, because a whole lodge, 
as in this case could not be supposed to call on an indi­
vidual member for such assistanC'.e. If we may be allowed 
to construe this clause of giving, answering, and obeying 
"signs and summons," as would seem most rational and 
easy from its expression; it binds a mason to be ready, 
on the shortest notice, to leave his business and go, at 
the sign of a lodge, private brother, to · assist in doing 
any thing which they might declare necessary to be done, 
for the welfare and safety of the masonic institution, or 
its members, as such, should evil be cloaked in the 
design. 

This suggestion, which is the only rational interpreta­
tion of the clause which I , am able to obtain, I acknow­
ledge, might not have entered my mind, had it not been, 
that there was such a full, and complete illustration of it, 
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in the circumstances attending the kidnapping and un­
questionable murder of Morgan, by the l<'reemasons two 
years ago, and in the masonic outrages which were com­
mitted with a view to destroy the disclosures of his, which 
are now before the world in the three first degrees of 
mason ry.-Though the fraternity generally, may be yet 
far from adop1ing this opinion, 1 do consider myself fully 
authorized in the belief, that the orig inal spirit and design 
of this clause, was to warrant such proceedings as those 
in the Morgan affair, when the life and honor of the 
institution should seem to be thus in jeopardy. 

The next clause which claims attention, is as follows, 
in the oath of the third degree: "I furthermore promise 
and sroear, that I will keep a brother's secrets, and all 
others committed to me as .mch, MURDER AND TREA­
SON ONLY EXCEPTED, and those at my 01on dis­
cret-ion," election, or choice. Before proceeding to state 
my particular objections to this clause, I would just re­
mark, that I have no doubt, that, as it was taught me, it 
contains an important mistake, as it seems to leve l down 
the privileges of masons. with those of other men, in 
reference to the safety of their secrets with their brethren, 
and it is presumed that these words, "wtd all others," in 
the clause were added by some conscientious masonic 
lecturer, who, at the t ime, thought it a necessary and 
happy amendment, though usually, it is most probable, 

· they have not been admitted into the clause. 
One objection to this clause is, that, if there were any 

validity in such oath, it oLiiges masons in some particula r 
cases to become accomplices wi1h a brother in his gross 
violations of the laws of God and man, hy concealing his 
guilt, and thus screening him from the demands of public 
j ustice. If a mason of the third degree shall be guilty of 
counterfeiting, theft , forgery, or highway robbery, for 
which he shall be about to be brought to justice, if he can 
find a brother mason, who bas taken this obligation, and 
is able to afford him protection, provided be can be in­
trusted with all the secret circumstances in the case; 
then, according to his oath, he is perfectly safe, to go 
and relate to him the whole matter concerning his crime, 
to be kept as his secre ts, at all events, since they are not 
the secrets of his m·urder nor tretJson, which he is )lere 

6 
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not bound to keep, except when he may prefer keepiug 
them also. 

Another objection to this clause, is, that it must some~ 
times expose those who take it, to the necessity of swear· 
ing falsely, without any possible way of escape. For 
instance, in such a case as has already been supposed, 
where one party is entirely innocent of the secret crime ; 
or, in such a cas~ as that of the Morgan affair, where 
several may have been combined in the same dark and 
evil designs, all of which was previously committed to 
each other, as the secrets of a master mason: Now, if a 
part of these shall be detected, or shall recant from any 
further share in such iniquity, and shall be duly summone<! 
as witnesses, and sworn to tell the whole truth in the 
case, agail)st the others, they cannot proceed to do it, 
without violating their masonic obligation ; then to be 
silent, or keep sacred such an oath, there is no possible 
alternative, but to violate their judicial oath, and thus be­
tray their country; and those who have read the testimony 
uuder oath, of masonic witnesses, who had been engaged 
in the conspiracy against Morgan, have seen the dilemma 
of masons, thus situated, and where there seemed to be 
the most unequivocal presumption, that they considered it 
a less evil to violate their judicial, rather than their ma­
aonic oath, when one only could be kept sacred. 

Bu~ will some reply to these objections, that there is 
no such meaning in the clause, and it was never expected, 
from it, that a brother would be bound to keep wickedness 
a secret, when the public good requires it to be exposed? 
Then, what means this particular exception of only two 
crimes, and these not excepted unless it be the choice of 
the persons thus bound 1 Were it not for this particular 
exception of MURDER AND TREASON, only, it might 
have been rational, according to the common usage of 
language, to draw this inference from it that the secrets 
ofmasons should be most sacredly kept, in all lawful 
ea!les, only; but as the clause now stands, it is impossible 
to draw from it so favorable an inference, without a gross 
perversion of language. Will it be said, again, that the 
interpretation of this oath is always given to the candidate 
before he recei1•es it, so far as the assurance that it con­
tains nothing which is repugnant to his duty, either to his 



OPINlOXS ON FRILEMASONRY. 63 

country or his God, and therefore, it cannot mean to bind 
any one to keep secret, the crimes of wicked masons t 
It is not pretended, but all well meaning masons have so 
received aud considered it: but, let it be remembered, 
that the oath, itsdf, and the mistaken interpretation of it 
by the master of the lodge, are no more ueces~arily con­
nected together, than the Bible is, with the false inter­
pretations which are many times given it. 

Again, it might be said, that the Bible itself, in the 
principles of masonry, is said to be the " rule and guide" 
of the faith and practice of every mason, therefore, all 
the other parts of masonic principle~, must be interpreted 
according to the principles of that sacred volume. T his 
is certaiuly plausillle, were we to admit the an~iqnity and 
divine origin of the institution, which have been confi­
dently and boastingly pretended by many. But let it be 
remembered, that masonry was never founded on the 
word of God; since it is so abundantly evident that, in a 
gospel land, the Bible has rather been profanely taken and 
placed UJ>On masonry, as a cloak of hypocrisy, which 
alone could sustain the institut ion, in such a land as this; 
while the Koran, only, in a .Mahometan land, could 
answer the same purpose. Thus it may be seen, that the 
Bible, and the oaths of masonry, have no counexion with 
each other, aud the latter are not, necessarily, explained 
by the former. What impartial observer then, cannot see 
the wickedness of such a clause, in the masonic oaths, 
however innocently they may be explained, and however 
innocent the intention of masons most geuerally, as I 
cheerfully grant, in their unsuspectingly taking upon 
themselves, so wicked an· obligation. 

T he next clause which remains to be examined in the 
obligations of masonry belongs to that of the third degree, 
and though it binds a master mason to be cltaste in his 
outward conduct, iu some cases which are there S!Jecified, 
it seems, by an irresistible infereuce, to allow uncltastity 
in all other cases, not particularly specified. I shall be 
excused from repeating this clause in the language in which 
I learnt it, though I would say, there is scarcely the least 
difference in the phraseology of it, from the manner in 
which .Morgan has expresaed it in his disclosures. The 
substance of this clause is simply this; it binds those who 
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take it, to keep the seventh commandment inviolate, so far 
as may relate to the female department of a brother ma~ter 
mason's family; provided howe\·er, they shall know, at 
the time, that such females do belong to such a family ; 
or sustaiu such a relation, to a master mason. 

It is true, that the clause does not enjoin a violation of 
the seventh commandment in other cases not specified, 
but certainly it contains the allowance of it, or else there 
is· no meaning in the obligated restrictiml of chastity to a 
few specified cases. What else can we infer from this 
limiting of a master mason's chastity, to a few particular 
cases, but that his masonic obligation is de:;igned to leave 
him the fullest liberty to trample on the seventh command­
ment in any other case, which it might be desirable 7 
And even if he shall set at nought this commandment, in 
any of the cases where he is required to keep it in the obli­
gation, when he is not aware, that his unchastity or 
lewdness is thus connected with a master mason's family, 
his obligation in that respect is not to be considered 
violated. It may give us a more clear and definite view 
of what is enjoined, and what is allowed in the clause 
here examined, if we bring forward some of the other 
commandments, under the same rest.rictions and indul­
gences as parallel cases. How would obligations like tbe 
following appear, if imposed upon members ()f the frater~ 
nity-that they will not take the name of the Lord in 
vain, in presence of any of a lrrother master mason's 
family, "knowing them to be sucb," or will not murder 
one of them, nor steal from them, nor bl'ar false witness 
against tltem, &c., " kl\owing them to be such ·?" What 
masons of moral principles, let me ask, could endure 
with obligations like these, which contain the allowance 
of a violation of the several commandments named 7 And 
yet, they are precisely like the one which I have been 
reprobating, as still held in the fellowship of the lodges. 

Another objection to the masonic obligations, is, that 
they are frequently given to bind men to the performance 
of things, of which, at the time, they are left in profound 
ignorance. It has been no uncommon thing with the 
unskilful master of the lodge, not being able to repeat the 
whole of the oath, when called to administer it to the candi­
date, to make up his deficiency with a concluding and all 
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comprehending clause, prepared for'such an emergency, 
t<r this amount ; that if any part of such oath has been 
omitted in the administration, the candidate must swear 
that he will hold himself bound by it, as soon as he may 
be informed what it is. Thus, if nine tenths of it are 
omitted, he must swear to be bound by the whole, as soon 
ll8 he may hear it. Can such a manner of administering 
and receiving oaths be justified 1 Is it not literally, if I 
might use the phrase, a swearing at random 1 If such be 
not a profane tr ifling with the solemnity of oaths, it seem1 
difficult to conceive, what would be called profanity. 

T he next and la~t part of the obligations, which I think 
of noticing at present, is the penalties which are attached 
to their violation. T hough I recollect that the penalty of 
the oath of the Royal Arch degrc!l, is such as to forfeit 
life, by having the upper part of the skull struck off, I 
shall confine myself to those of the first three degrees, 
because these are most familiar to me, and sufficient for 
my purpose. T he first penalty is, having the " throat 
cut frortt ear to ear," the " tongue torn out by th~ roots," 
&.c. T he second, having the "lift breast tor" open," 
the " heart taken from the71ce and thrown over," the " left 
shoulder, to become a pre:'l/ to the beasts of the field, or th• 
vultures uf the air;" and the third, I will write out in 
full, as it was taught me, viz. " All t!tis, I must solemnly 
and sincerely promise and stoear, with a fixed and steady 
resolution to keep and perform tl1e some, roitltottt any 
equivocation, tnemal reseroation, or se{f eoasion of ntind 
in me whatever; hindi11g myself under tl•e .no ltss penally, 
than having nu; hod.v severed in ttoain, my bouJels torn 
from thence, and burnt to ashes, those a.~ltts scattered to 
the four winds of lteavm; my body severed in quarters, 
those quarters placed 07t t l1e four cardinal puints of t~e 
compass, with my head in tile centre, never again to be 
reunited until tl1e general resurrection or the judgmmt." 

Passing by the gross and heathenish abominations 
which are so abundant here : I shall attend in this dis­
cussion, to but one particular poiut, which is this: tltese 
penalties are at variance witlt tlte siztlt commandment of 
the deca/Qgue, " Tllurt shalt not I.-ill." None will pre­
aume to say, that either of those penalties could be 
inflic ted, without its producing instant death. So the 

6* 



OPINIONS ON FREF.MASONRY. , 

candidate is made to pledge to. the lodge, or institution of 
Freemasonry, as a surety, that he will safely keep its 
secrets, not his money, nor his sacred honor ; but his 
very life; as though that was his own property, and he bad 
an undisputed right to give it into the bands of assassins 
when he pleased. This would be no less than suicide, or 
a positive violation of the sixth commandment. Certainly, 
a man bas no more right to forfeit his own life, as a pen­
alty for the violation of his oath, than that of his wife, 
child or friend. Then is it not great wickedness to do it, 
in violation of a plain command of God, as it is done in 
each of the penalties which have been mentioned 1 

Should it be said, that in these penalties, it is only 
meant that the caudidate should express his strong deter­
mination not to suffer. the secrets of masonry to be ex­
torted from him, even should ruffians put him to death in 
any form whatever, it might be answered that the expres-­
aion of these penalties, disproves such an explanation ; 
for the penalty of death, we see, is not attached to that 
clause of keeping the secrets only, but to every clause, 
thus, "All this, I most solemnly," &c. "binding myself 
under the no less penalty," &c. so that it cannot mean, 
that the penalty is only to be suffered from ruffians, when 
the secrets would otherwise be extorted. 

Although these penallies have eo long been explained 
as not allowing the craft to execute them, thereby mur­
dering the mason who may knowingly and purposely 
violate the obligation ; and though it has been so common 
for masons to believe, that no s uch wickedness was in­
tended, or thought of, in the origin of these penalties, it 
must certainly be doing violence to our language, so to 
understand them, fro m the words in which they nre ex­
p,es..c;ed. It has heen said, that masonry knows of "no 
penalties worse than expulsion." Then let me ask, why 
are these horrid tltings, in every obligation, called penal­
ties 1 Are they to be understood as a mere, solemn, un­
meaning exclamation, showing the strong determination 
of the candidate to keep the obligation, like the profane 
and thoughtless character, who sometimes says, he will 
die, if his assertion be not true, or if he shall not fulfil his 
word 1 Considering that the candidate at the time of 
taking this oath and penalty upon him, is on his knees; 
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and also he is caused to say, '' in the presence of Al­
mighty God, and that" "Right Worshipful Lodge," it 
will not be supposed, that the language of these penalties 
was meant to be trifled with in such a manner.-lf these 
awful penahies have any meaning, what can they mean 
less than death ; to be inflicted on the candidate, in case 
of a violation of his oath, in the very shape there repre· 
sented 1 Certainly, nothing less than this, for so it is 
expressly declared, " Under the no k~s penalty than 
having my body severed in twain," &c. And who then 
are the persons authorized to inftict those penalties but 
masons, themselves, who are the only persons aggrieved 
or inju red by such violations 1 And if these penalties 
are not to be so understood, what must we think of the 
recent declaration of masons in a multitude of instances; 
that if Morgan was murdered by the fraternity, as it is 
generally allowed that he was, he was treated just as he 
should have been ; and if still liting, he ougltt to be dis­
posed of in such a manner 7 And further, if these penal­
ties were never intended to authorize the craft to inftict 
any punishment on offenders worse than expulsion ; how 
is it to be explained to 011, that a great number of ma­
sons should he engaged in the outrages against Morgan 
and Miller, and though several of them have since been 
convicted of their crime in the affair, and punished by 
the civil authority, and others have absconded to evade 
such punishment, while masonry, or all the lodges con­
nected with those ma$0ns, stand mute, or look upon those 
enormities with approbation 1 

If these penalties do not forfei t'the life into the hands 
of the fraternity, and of course, masonry has no laws, 
which authorize kidnapping and murder of its offenders, 
why were not all those masons who were engaged in the 
eonspiracy and mob of forcibly seizing and carrying off a 
free citizen to be murdered, as none can consistently 
deny, expelled from the lodges to which they respectively 
belonged 1 Instead of this, not one of them, it appears, 
has violated the laws of masonry in that matter, so far as 
to procure his expulsion. Does not this declare, in lan­
guage too plain to be misunderstood, that such is not 
unmasonic conduct 1 Does it not seem to say to ns, that 
an offender like Morgan, according to the laws of ma-
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sonry, hasforfeited his person and life, to be at the di~t­
posal of the brotherhood, so that such individual" have 
only acted in behalf of the fraternity, and of course, are 
not to be called to account for so doing 1 And does not 
this prove, that masonry, so far <Wes consider these penal­
t ies to mean precisely what they express? And that they 
forfeit li fe, in violation of the sixth commandment 1 To 
show more particularly that these oaths are not binding, 
will be my next object. 

This is a point which I have endeavored to keep promi­
nently in view from the beginning, and if not deceived, 
all the arguments which have been adduced, are calcula­
ted, more or less, to establish the position : But now, f 
have arrived at a place in the discussion, where it seem:s 
to come in course, to take up this point by itself, and 
bring forward arguments, with particular design to sho1v 
that these oaths are, in no sense bindi11g upon masons; 
although it is admitted that there are some things in 
them, which according to the go~pel all men are under 
obligation to observe und do; still, no one is to be coo­
aidered under any greater obligation for the same by 
reason of these masonic oaths. · 
·, F irst, I would say, that these oaths are not binding, 
and masonry ought not to be kept a secret, because of 
the wickedness which is inculcated in its principles, and 
because of their dangerous and destructive tendency with 
regard to human happiness. My premises here will 
doubtless be sharply contested by some; but I appeal to 
the r.andid and disinterested, who have carefully perused 
my former numbers, to decide, whether I have not already 
brought forward facts and arguments, abundantly suffi­
cient to establish my position ou a basis which cannot be 
removed. T hen taking it for granted that masonry is an 
eng ine of evil, and calculated to diminish the sum of hu­
man happiness fin time and eternity, and of course greatiJ 
to displE'ase and dishonor God, what can be plainer thnn 
this, that every mason is at liberty to disclnim all fu rther 
allegiance to these oaths and this institution 1 And is it 
not his duty, at such a time as the present, to investigate 
the subject faithfully and impartially, if he has not dono 
it before, and as soon as he may obtai n a just and clear 
view of the principles of this institution, to come out and 
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separate himself from her abominations, and bear testimo­
ny ag~tinst them, to counteract, if possible, the unhappy 
inftuence of his sanctioning and upholding th'em hereto­
fore? Still, some may be ready to say, though they are 
convinced of the evils of masonry, they see no way to 
break away from them, and condemn them before the 
world, without becoming guilty of perjury. As it might 
be expected, under existing circumstances, there will be 
some to contend, that these oaths are so sacred that no 
man can possibly disengage hims('lf from them, without 
the grossest perjury, as though they were in fact, para­
mount to his obligation to his country and his God ; yet 
why should the conscientious any longer be guided by 
this sentiment 7 Surely, the pretended antiquity of ma­
sonry, nor the number and re~pectahility of tho~e who 
tenaciously adhere to it, nor their unwillingness to have 
its merits or demerits tried at the bar of public opinion, 
can be any reason why human happiuess should be 
diminished and God dishonored, for the sake of keeping 
sacred such wicked and ahominahle oath!~. No reflecting 
person can imagiue, that Herod, in murdering a distin­
guished man of God , was more approved in the sight of 
Heaven for the deed, though it was done to keep sacred' 
his ra~h oath, than had he repented of his heedltss pro­
fanity, and set the good man at liherty. 

It is lJelieved to be universally agreed among the think­
ing part of community, that all other similar obligations 
to that of Herod, found in the scripture and elsewhere, 
should not be considered binding, until we come to those 
of the masonic institution, where many are ready to mal(e 
exceptions. It will probal!ly be said by some, that the 
oaths of masonry are in no degree, parallel to the oath of 
Herod ; to which I would reply, by again appealing to 
the candid and di~interested, to decide, if I ha1•e not suf­
ficiently shown, that they are parallel ; hy showing that 
they are rashly taken hefore their contents are known, 
and that like Herod's oath, they require men, in some 
particulars, to do evil. 

Some may be ready to inquire and say : but why may 
we not .,i/ently witlldraro our connexion from the institu­
tion, without coming out in hostile array against it, by 
bearing testimony to the world against its internal abomi-
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nations, since there is at present, so much in the influ­
ence of the institution, which renders such a course, most 
terribly forbidding 1 I answer, because in this way, you 
would continue to show favor to the institution, and in a 
great degree, would still be a partaker of its abominations. 
You could not discover our country to be in danger from 
any unsuspected source, though your own person and 
property might be considered saff!, without giving the 
alarm, and using your influence fi1r the safety of others. 

Another argument which shows that these oaths are 
not to be considered sacred and binding, is, that they are 
unlawfully ud.ministered and taken, bollt as tluy relate to 
lazos lwrna~J and divine. Althoug h oaths, as a general 
thing, are most solemnly prohibited by the word of God, 
it is believed, that there are some exceptions made, where 
they are to ~e considered necet'-sary and lawful ; but the 
lawfulness or expediency of such a common multiplicity 
of them, as we have sometimes witnessed in civil affairs, 
i& to me more than doubtful. And I am confident, that 
the scripture, in its solemn prohibitions, makes no provi­
sion for the oaths of masonry, and more especially so, 
since the proof is so abundant, that they are needed and 
used there merely as a canopy of impenetrahle darkness 
to the secret abominations of that institution. By what 
authority then, shall the ma!'!ter of a lodge, in that capa­
city only, presume to administer these oaths 1 and how 
can an individual receive them from him, without a l'iola­
tion of the divine command 1 

Shall it be said, that such oaths have so long been 
locked up in secrecy, and out of the way of the world, 
that they have not come in contact with the civil author­
ity, and of course, are not to be judged, nor condemned 
by human laws 1 It is true that they have long been 
shrouded in thick darkness, as to a view of the world ; 
yet no darkness could hide them from the vie w of Him 
who searches the hearts and tries the reins "f -the children 
of men ; and now the lock is broken, they may come in 
contact with human Jaws, and their being so long hid<len 
from the world, instead of making them more tolerable, 
only shows them to be so much the more among the un­
fruitful works of darkness, for which the people of God 
are commanded to have no fellowship. Men may promise, 
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and make oath to their promise, to perform some lawful 
things, and their promise, if lawfully made, would lay 
them under a corresponding obligation to fulfil ; lmt an 
unlawful oath, annexed to it, would add to it no further 
obligation; and certainly so far as they may promise with 
an oath to do tltings contrary to the will of God, as in 
case of the masonic obligations, instead of keeping and 
fulfilling them, they seem to be called upon by divine 
authority, to withdraw from them and disown them. See­
ing then, that these oaths are not administered or received 
lawfully, but in direct violation of the divine law, I ask, 
where is the sanction of God upon them, which alone 
can give them the lawful validity of an oath 1 Certainly 
such sanction is not to be found, but the contrary is clear. 
These unlawful oaths then, do not, nor cannot, impose 
the least obligation upon those who may take them. 

It is now further to be shown, that the oaths of mason­
ry are not to be C(JDsidered bimling upon its members, 
because the wnditwn on tolticlt tl1ey are taken is not as­
urtain~d to be found irt trutlt. So far as l have beeu able 
to learn, in a ll lodges, it has been the undeviating prac· 
tice of the Master, or presiding officer, when about to 
admini;;ter these oaths, in behalf of the institution, to 
inform the candidate who is required to take them, in 
substance as follows : that they " contain nothing con• 
trary to his allegiance to his country, or to his God." 
A nd sure, it is now too late for any to say, who have 
attended candidly to this discus;~ion, that such oaths 
are free from every thing which is contrary to the reli· 
gion of the Bible, when it has been shown so abundantly, 
that they do contain much that is of an evil character, 
and at variance with the duties required in the gospel. 
Then how does it appear according to the previous agre~ 
tnent ootween the administrator and the receil·er, that 
•uch oath is binding. The agreement made .between 
the two parties at the time, is like this: while the master 
or officer acting for the institution, requires the candidate 
to take the oath, only with this condition, his submitting, 
and taking it under that condition, is no less than saying 
though not spoken with words, that he will take it, and be 
bound by it, provided the statement of the condition i1 
true, but not otherwise. Then 10 soon as he shall di»-
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covtlr the contents of such oath, to be contrary to the 
condition to repeat it after the master, why is he not ju!!t 
as much at liberty to be dit~entangled from it as before. 

We may be told , that such objections, if ever made, 
should be made at the time ; or before repeating the oath 
from the lip!! of the master ; and that, if on hearing the 
oath it should be objectionable to the candidate, he need 
not have taken iL But let all fl,lirly understand this mat­
ter, and that the candidate has no reasonable opportpnity 
to examine the oath before taken, for he is not permitted 
to know one syllable of its contents, nor, that there is any 
oath to be taken, on joining the institution, if possible to 
keep him ignorant of it ; until he is caused to kneel at 
" the altar, neither naked nor clothed, barefoot nor shod, 
hood-winked, with a cable tow," or rope, "about" his 
" neck," and told that he is " now about to takP. the 
solemn oaths or obligation of an Entered Apprentice," 
&c. and then he can know nothing of it any faster, than 
a few words of it are said over for him to repeat alier the 
Master, sentence after sentence, or half sentence, or word 
at a time, until it is finished, like the stupid school boy, 
who knows not one word of hii! lesson, but repeats it as 
he is commanded, word for word, at the lips of the teach­
er. How little then, could be learnt, or understood, of a. 
long oath taken in this manner, amid so much, at such a 
season, that is calculated to distract the thoughts. If ever 
it is to he fairly examinP.d and tried by the scale of moral 
rectitude, it must be done after it is taken, when a person 
may see and examine it, as other things are tried, to be 
approved or condemned. How unreasonable then, that 
he should be required to judge of it, and condemn it at 
such a critical and unexpected moment, or be forever de­
barred the privilege afterwards. Besides considering the 
incapacity of the candidate of judging of the moral cha­
racteJ' of such oaths, at the time of taking them, his con­
dition is such as e\·ery one may see, as will not allow of 
his usurping authority, to judge, and condemn them, even 
if his mind could be ttten sufficiently enlightened. Be· 
fore the first step is taken towards the imstitmion, be 
must promise upon his honor, before a number of the fra· 
ternity, that he will conform to all their customs and re­
quirements in taking the degree, as all others have done, 
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on becoming masons. ·Then he hears and learns many 
things, of the secret forms of initiation, before be comes 
to the oath, when circumstanced as I have mentioned, 
and knowing that there is no possible way of escape, if 
he should protest against the oath, or any part of it, and 
refuse to take it, be cannot feel, while taking it, as though 
he was acting for himself, but that he bas blindly and 
voluntarily placed himself in a condition where he must 
inevitably comply with the usages of the lodges, and though 
be should, at the time, before finishing the uath, percP-ive 
that there was more matter proposed to him in it, which 
ap()eared wrong to be taken, how can he do otherwise, 
having gone so far, than fin ish it, hoping to make the 
best of it afterwards. T hu$, when he shall have an op­
ponunity to examine it for himself separate from the spe­
cious interpretations which are given it, by those who 
have themselves taken it upon trust, and finds it contains 
things coutrary to the condition on which he took · it, 
what can be plainer, than that h~ is not bound by it, ac­
cording to the previous a~reemeut 1 If [ make a promise 
to a stranger, that I will grant his request, before he 
makes it known to me, provided, that it is both lawful and 
reasonable, shall l uc holden to fulfil such a promise, and 
grant the request, though when declared, I find it both 
unlawful and unreasonable 7 

Though it appears, that none, having commenced 
tbe taking ·of these oaths in this their blind and ht'lpless 
condition, make their escape without havi ng the whole of 
them imposed upon them, it is confiden~y believed, that 
no men of moral principles would have been caught there , 
could they have known positively, before making up their 
minds to unite with the fraternity, that in going forward, 
they must take upon themselves oaths of precisely such a 
moral character as those of masonry. 

The last reason which I now think of assigning to 
show that the masonic oRths are without validi ty, is, that 
tht word of God absolutely condemns them, atuJ rrquires 
them to be repented rl, and put away. Separate from the 
general prohibitions concerning the taking of oaths in the 
scriptures, some of which have al ready been briefly no­
t iced, I shall now prorluce a passage, which if I mistake 
not, seems given to settle this question beyond any further 

7 
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dispute, in the minds of all who shall carefully and trulr 
compare it with the oaths of masonry. The passage is in 
Leviticus, 5th chap. 4th and 5th verses. "lJ a soul 
sroear, pronouncing 1oitl' his lips, to dfJ evil, or to do good, 
roltalelltr it be, that a man shalt pronounce rcith an oath 
and it be HID from llim, 1ohen he knoweth of it , then shall 
he be guilty in one of thrse. And it shall be, 1()/ten he 
:;hall be guilty in 011e of these things, that he shall confess, 
tltat he h(lth S"inned in t /,at thing." Surely nothing could 
have been written on the subject of oaths, more appropri­
ate to the oaths of ma~oury than this passage of scripture; 
and nothing could more expres~:~ly condemn them, and 
declare their invalidity. A nd truly it seems as though 
the passage coulrl not be applied to any other kind of 
oaths which are at present in u ~~e among men ; and it is 
believed, that the masonic, a re the only oaths which are 
taken, the contents of which are " hid from" the receiver, 
and the only oaths, to my knowledge, except such as are 
openly and grossly profane, which a mau takes, "pro-
11ouncing roitlt his lips," as mentionerl in this passage. 
Many men among us have been called, to take hundreds 
of solemn oaths, but not one of them was pronounced at 
the time by the recei~er, with his lips, except in masonry. 
Where else then could this passage be applied , but to the 
oaths of this institution 1 It certainly seems to set the 
matter beyond all reasonable dispute between mason:~ and 
anti-masons, as it goes fa rther than any thing, fi~r which 
the latter have ever contended, since it does not condemn 
the oath tha t is unwittingly taken, merely because of the 
evil which it may' contain, but condemns it because it is 
so taken; whether it be evil or good ; "rohatever it be 
tlwt a mfln shall p1'0illlunce 1oitlt an oatlt," in that man­
ner. Is not the requisition in this scripture so plain that 
a child might understand it , that when an individual has 
t hus sworn " to do evil or to do good," when it was thus 
" hirl from him," as in the masonic oaths, he ought to 
withdraw from them, as soon as he may know what he 
has done, and " con fe~s that he ltath sinn.ed in that tlti ng !" 
At present, I can see but one way by which they will be 
likely to endeavor to evade the conclusion which is so 
clear from this passage ; which is: it ma.v be said that 
the passage stands C()nnected with J ewish ceremonies, 
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which are now done away, and of course, that this pas­
sage must now be as much out of date as those ceremo­
nies. But the thoughtful and candid will not be thus 
easily convinced, that the moral law of God, or his law 
respecting the wickedness of oaths, ha.~ been changed or 
done away with the ceremonies of the Jewish Church . 

• 
ON THE VAI.lDITY OF MASONIC OATHS. 

E:ttro.cl from an Addr~u tkli•'Vtd at L yrms, N. Y. by Miron Hollt:~j, Esq. 

FREEMASONRY admini~ters oaths- are these oaths bind­
ing 1 Assuredly not. They are promissory. A promis-­
sory oath is the calling upon Gml to tal<e notice of what 
is promised, and of iuvoking his vengeance, by the pro­
miser upon himself, if it is not performed. 

Promissory oaths are not binding, where false or erro­
neous repre:;entations and inducements are held out to 
those who take them. The represP.ntation made to the 
brethren be lore admission, that " 1 he oath will effect 
neither their religion uor their politics," is of this charac­
ter ; and eo are all the inducements arising from the un­
fou nded pretensions of Freemasonry, ht-retofore examined 

To take an oath is a solemn and deliberate act of the 
miud. Understanding is essential to its obligat ion ; on 
which account oaths impose no obligation upon idiots, 
lunatics, madmen, or young child reu ; they not having 
sufficient kuowledge, either of the nature of the things 
promised, or of the penalties of non-performance : and 
both of these sorts of knowledge are requisite. There 
can be no moral obligation, in any case, without know­
ledge. The obligatirm of obed ience to God himself, is 
no more than co-extensive with our knowledge of his 
laws;· and in re~pect to the nature of the promises and 
peualties, in the oaths of Freemasonry, all the persons 
before alluded to as being free from the obligation of 
oaths, for the want of understandiog, have as much know­
ledge, as the wisest of the brethren had, before the oaths 
were taken. 
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To render a promissory oath obligatory, it is necess·ary, 
that both the authority administering it, and the perform­
ance of the promise it contains, should be lawful ; refer­
ence being had in this· case, not merely to the enactments 
of th~ civil govem ment, but also to the Jaw of a good 
consctence. 

T he right to administer oaths, if not wholly denied by 
religion, is one of the prerogatives of the ~vereign power, 
a r ight which cannot be enjoyed concurrently, by the 
government and its subjects. Every man would regard it 
as both wrong and ridiculous for any individual to pre­
tend to a natural right of administering oaths, in such 
form, with such penalties, and for such purposes as he 
might choose to dictate; and such pretension would not 
be made valid by his finding any man or number of men, 
who would consent to take them. Even if the form, 
penalties, and purposes were all good, this would be in­
controvertible. T he right of administering oaths, does 
not exist antP.rior to the establishment of government, nor 
ind~pencl cntly of it. Wherever it exists, it is a conven­
tional right, of that description too, which may be de­
nominated resulting; that is, a right, springing from the 
necessit ies of government, after its organization, and 
founded on the utility of its exerci$e. It never exists, in 
individuals or as!j()ciations of men ; except when confer­
red upon them by government. There is no rightful 
government, in this country, but religion, or the laws 
regularly adopted under our established constitution. 
But neither of these has conferred upon Freemasonry the 
right to administer uaths. Would it not be a violation of 
every good man's conscience, as well as a scandalous 
breach of his allegiance to our government, for him to 
administer au oath among us, under the pretence of au­
charity conferred upon him by the Great Mogul? It is 
equally so, under the pretence of authority conferred by 
Freemasonry-a government more foreign from ours, and 
more barbarous than Turkey. This is a kind of unlaw­
fulness, which shows there is no obligation imposed upon 
tbe conscience, by masonic oaths. 
· It is a gross immorality to adrnini~ter such oaths on 

other grounds, and therefore a man is not bound by them. 
The master of a lodge, without any shadow of authority, 
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in the midst of the most degrading mummery, calls upon 
a candidate, in a state of indecent nakedness, with a ban­
dage round his eyes, iu order that he may have no more 
of natural, than he has of moral light, .solemnly and sin­
cerely to promise and swear, as in the pre$ence of Him, 
in whose sight the anuels are chargeable with folly, to do 
-he knows not what:_under penalties t he most revolting 
and iuhuman. Is not such a scene calculated most iu­
juriously to lessen the sanctity of all oaths? Must uot 
t he frequent repetit ion of it, amazingly dimmish the value 
of that solemn form of ascertaining truth, by our consti­
tuted authorities, in relation to all our dearest rights 7 
R ecollect there are near 1011,000 Freemasons in the Uni­
ted :>tutes, of whom many have taken more than forty 
degrees, in each of which an oath has been administered. 
Did not the Father of his country allude to these proct:ed­
ing!l of {:O reemasonry, in his farewP-11 adrlrC$S, when he 
emphatically asked, " Where is the security for property, 
for reputation, for life, if the sense of religious oi.Ji ign­
tion de!Sert the oaths which are the in:strumeut.; of inves­
tigation in courts of justice 1" 

T he performance of a (>romise to calumniate, to con­
ceal a criminal action, or to assassinate, is always unlaw­
ful, and is therefore not binding; becau~e the promiser 
io the~:te cases, is always under a prior oi.Jiigation to the 
contrary. From such prior obli l{l\ti 'lll what shall dis­
charge him 1 His promise? H•s own act and det:d? 
But an obligation from whicb a man c.an discharge him­
self, by his own act, is no obligation at all. The guilt of 
such promises lies in making them, not in breaking them. 
·whoev<! r mal1es them is already bound to l•reak them. 
T he masonic oaths do not require all thnsP. unlawful acts, 
except upon certain conditions. Where the condition 
exists, there the oaths are itnpenllive. But the acts are 
unlawful under all possible conditions, and therefore the 
oath~ are not obligatory. 

Besides, the penalty of every masonic oath, is the fr•r­
feiture of life, to be taken in the most impious and bfoorly 
manner. No rnan ha8 a right to subject himself to such 
a penalty. Bill prior obligations to God and his country 
fcJrbid it. · T he penalty is unlawful, and therefore the 
oath not obligatory. 
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Herod's promissory oath to his daughter in-law, "tbal 
he would give her whatsoever she asked, even to the half 
of his kingdom," when she asked the head of John the 
Baptist, imposed no obligation upon Herod to give it, be­
cause it was unlawful. 

Christianity interposes other objections to the lawful­
nes:; of masonic oaths. " T hou shalt not take the name 
of t he Lord thy God in vain." " l say unto you, swear 
not at all." On these autboritieR many Christians wholly 
refuse to take judicial oaths. T hey have universally, and 
always, condemned all others. Whatever is against the 
command of Christ is sinful. All s ins must be renounc­
ed even the most favorite. 

An oath can never bind a man to do what is morally 
wrong. If it is a bond of duty, let us consider what is 
the authority of cluty. It is the command of God or gen­
eral utility ; opposition to which, i!l the very dP-tin ition of 
wrong. Jt would be both preposterous and impious, de­
liberately to call upon God to take notice of what was in 
opposition to his command. In such case, to take an 
oath, would actually involve the guilt of perj ury. 

A good man always acts under a conviction of the 
presence of God, and in the fullest expectation of his 
r ighteous retr ibutions; that is, under all the sanctions of 
an oath.-And there could be no stronger attestation to 
the excellence of Doctor J ohnson's moral character than 
~hat, which is involved in the declaration of one of his 
associate:~, that in common conversation, he always talked 
like a man under oath. ' ¥hat would such a man do, 
suppo!j ing· he had taken the oaths of Freemasonry 1 
Could he conceal what he knew to be criminal? Could 
he derange the business, oppose the interests, or traduce 
the character of a brother for any cause 1 He plainly 
could not; because, he would be u11der all the obligations 
imposed by an oath, not to rlo w, prior to his taking the 
masonic oaths; that is, nil the ohligations arising from 
the command of God , or general utility. 

In reality, the use of an oath is, to bring freshly to the 
mind of him, who takes it, the ohligauons of duty, which 
actually wuuld rest upon him, without it. It does not 
increase . those obligat ion!' in the IP.ast degree. Do not 
the obligations of duty, til en, as with the force of an oath, 
require all good men to renounce F reemasonry ? If, in 
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the honest convictions of their minds, Freemasonry is 
wrong, in its secrecy, in its oaths, in its injunctions, or in 
its effects and consequences, they assuredly do. 

VINDICATION OF FREEDOM FROM MASONIC OATHS. 

Extract from th~ Anti·Musqnic &viet~~. 

What sort of religion ltave ytJU, titus to expose the mys­
teries of ancient Freemosom·y, contrary to ytlur solemn 
oath? A fearful quest ion, to which we solemnly reply. 

We justify ourselves in three several positions, either 
of them sufficient alone for our defence; and altogether 
rendering our defence impregnable. 

In the first pos~tioo, we say, that ancient Freemastlnry, 
to which we have sworn fearful sccresy, had never an ex­
istence. T he word Freemasonry, and the thing signified 
by that word, is not ancient, but modern ; is not three 
thousand years old, nor three hundred, nor the half of 
three hundred. We took the oath with assurances, aud 
with the belief, too, that ancient Freemasonry meant an 
institution organized hy Zerubbabel, and patronized by 
St. John, and by the apostles of our Lord. As such we 
have sworn to it allegiance; and if ever we meet with 
such an insitution, or auy fraction of it, whether on the 
plains of the Scioto, or of the Genesee, whether on the 
Green, or the Alleghany mountains, we will hail its signs, 
and con11eal its mysteries, so far as they may be intrusted 
to us, with the most praiseworthy fidelity. 

But a certain instil ution pretending to come from under 
the hand of Solomon in the land of J udea, we now kuow 
to have come from worthless names in the island of Great 
Britain ; not three thousand years ago, but in the last 
century. It s secrets and signs we do not feel bound to 
hail, e \'en in a lodge room. And the oath which we 
honestly took in favor of king Solomon's institution, shall 
not, with our consent, be converted into an obligation of 
fidelity to any lie. 

Is it not provoking beyond sufferance, that we should 
be ensnared in early life, to take a secret oath of fidelity 
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to an institution patronized by the holy St. John, which 
proves to be not one hundr"d and fifty years old 7 And, 
when we would open our lips to expose the imt)()sture, 
that we should be checked with the remembrance of our 
oath! As if, when dece1ved to swear fidelity to an im· 
postor, we were bound for our oath's sake forP.\'er to 
maintain that imposLOr, or at least, to take no important 
step to exhibit his true character to the public. 

Freemasonry comes to us su:;tained by the best names 
of the age, and seuing forth with great authority, that it 
was the chosen friend of Er10ch, and Noah, and Moses; 
that it received an improred form from the hands of the 
wisest mao, and addition:tl glory from Joshua, Z erubba· 
bel, and Haggai. lt 'oilers to those who will pay it fealty, 
a rare and. nch reward. lu the simplicity of youth, w~t 
have yield<>d our necks to its yoke, and sworn to it alle­
giance; but, in riper years, we fiud these chains to be 
barefaced falsehood. 

Now, shall the institution, which has thus insulted us 
with falsehood, still hold us to our solemn obligatinll' t() 
keep it a secret? Shall it impose on us most egregiously, 
and, when we would expose the imposition, thunder in 
our ears ; " You have sworn to keep all my mysteries an 
entire sccn'lt !" and, thus, compel us to give the counte­
nance of our name, and the inAuence ltf our example and· 
character, to sustain the deceiver, and t(} perpetuate the 
falsehood 7 No; Freemasonry shall not ho.Jd our name, 
by any obligatinn, respousible for its contempt af trutl}. 

Indeed, Freemasonry, a.fire is kindled in tlte walls of 
D11mascus that will wn.~urne tlte palaces of B enluulad. 

What are thP. wall:> of Freemasonry but her oaths 1 
And these are like an oath of a faithful subject ·to on& 
whom he had reason to suppose, and did t:uppose, was his 
rightful soverP.ign ; but who, in the event, proved to be a 
barefaced impostor; whieh oath is not binding at all. 
And should such an impostor use Freemasonry's argu· 
ment, and say, " your oath was to me ; you took it vol­
untarily, and you are bound: forever to be fai-thful to my 
interests and commands." What think you his !<worn 
subjects would reply 1 They wcJuld hang him between 
beavP.n and earth, as unworthy of either. 

This, then, is our first posi,tion ~ that an oath to be-
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faithful to ancient Freemasonry is precisely like the oath 
of a 11ubject to an impostor prince, and is binding neither 
in the sight of God nor man. 

" Whose tongue soe'er speaks false, 
Not truly speaks; who speaks uot truly, lies." 

P ersuaded by the great names of the good men belong­
ing to the institution, that Freemasonry was the truth and 
no lie ; that ·it had a rightful claim to our attention as the 
handy work of the wise Solomon ; that it desen·ed our 
reverence, as the glory of the fi rst temple, and the joy of 
Christ ian martyr!!, and saints; we swore allegiance to it, 
as to a rightful sovereign ; we submiued to itt~ teachings, 
as to the teachiugs of men who bad IJeen employed by 
divine inspiration in penning the holy oracles of truth. 
But now assured that a more gross imposition was never 
practised on a Christian people, we scorn Freemasonry 
and its oaths; and, in the name of the just One, we 
burst them asunder, as Samson burst the green withs 
and hempen cords of the treacherous Delilah. 

O ur second position is like 1he fi rst, viz. that an oath 
like a promise, obtained by false pretences, is void from 
the beginning. Freemasonry pretends to the sanctity of 
the patriarchs and prophets and apos.tles; it pretends to 
confer a most illustrious and important secret, able to 
make wise ; it prt>tends to be fou nded on divine revela­
tion, and to ennoble its faithful adepts with titles of Sir 
Knight, Thrice Illustrious, and Most Worshipful ; and to 
decorate its foll owers with trappings, like a stetld ac­
coutred for a military review. It pretends to much more, 
and in return for its honors, and its benefits, Freemason­
ry asks twenty dollars, and some oaths. T he money is 
irrecoverable, anrl may well enough be the forfeit of our 
folly . But oaths obtained on pretences entirely false, 
which oaths serve only to enable the impostor to practise 
his frauds upon other men, and other generations, are not 
registered in Heaven's high chancery, are not obligatory 
upon the servant of the Most High. · 

I t has been a question with moralists, whether oaths, 
or promises, extorted by violence, or fear, are binding; 
but we are not aware , that any writer has maintained, 
that men are morally obliged to perform au oath, or a 
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promise procured by fraud. l\1P.n are sometimes com­
pelled to perlitrm such promises; but it i11 invariably done 
with conviction of legal necessity prevailing against moral 
right. 

Suppose a spirited gentleman in gorw~ou~ attire, goes 
about proclaiming, that for a laheral fee he will confer the 
gift of second sight. One pays, and another and another. 
The public eagerly inquire, " Hmv elves he do it 7" 

" That is a secret he made us solem nly swear not to 
tell.'' 

In the ardor of youth, we woulrl learn something, if 
not have SPcond sight; aud apply to the gentleman with 
our fet advanced. H e hlincls us lliO$t sausfactorily, sol­
enmly pray!< and administers the oath, of ahsolu:e and pro­
found secrecy, hy the great God wlw will not hold him 
guihless that taketh his name in vain ; then coolly removes 
the bandage from our eyes, and congr.atulates us upon the 
receipt of second e; ight! Now, is that 011t h hincling upon 
the deceived yo1Hh? Shall he patiently submit to this in­
sult upon his unclerstandinJ!, lest. he brealt his oath 7 Shall 
be see the same tric k playing, and to be played, upon 
hundreds of others, and upon generat ions to come, and 
be rest1ained from warning tlwm hy a n~gard to his oath? 

We say no. T he fi ue geutleman had no right to de­
mand the oath. The e rro r was in ~ubmitting to take it, 
profaning the name of the Holy One to Cll\'er an impos· 
ture; and no sooner do we become certa in, that the oath 
is used to cover deceit, than it becomes our duty to re· 
gard the glory of God in the breach, and not in the 
observance of that oat h. 

Now this Is our second position, That Freemasonry is 
the splencl·id gentl1!m:m, who secure!! his fee beforehand, 
and administers his oath to the hood-winked candidate; 
and then, confers the promised gift by removing the hood 
from his eyes! The novice is taught to enter the lodge 
in pursuit of light. Behold how it is couferred upon 
him. Kneeling hooclwinked before the altar immediately 
followiug the administration of the oath, the master of the 
lodge ask~ him : . 

Jfa.,. " Brother, w ~at do you most desire T" 
N uviu. "Light.'' ( By help of a prompter.) 
Mas. " Brethren, stretch forth your hands, and assist 
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ill bringing' this new made brother fmm darkne!ls to light." 
(Members form a circle arow1d t.l1.e novice witlt their lumds 
and rigltt foot raised.) 

Mus. " And God said : let there be light, and there 
was light.'' At the same insta11t every brotl~t:r clups his 
hands. ancl stamps his foot, rmd tile bandage is slipped 
f rom the novice's eyes ; this brin~s him to light. 

T hus 'the sacred scripture ss abused, to hallow the 
barefaced deceit of Freemasonry. 

The glory of Gnd is advanced, not by the observance 
but by the breach of the oath, which covers this deceit; 
and the sin of profauity lies in taking God's name to 
sanction the deed of i mpo~ture : and it cannot lie in the 
ettposure of that imposture. 

" O, let thy vow 
First made to Heavpn, first be to H ('aven performed; 
That i~, to be the champion of the church l 
What •ince thou swoo·e•t. i< sworn against thyself, 
And may not he performed by thyself.-
It is religion that doth 111ake vows kept, 
But thou hast sworn a~:ainst religion; 
Therefore, thy latter vow•, a!!niMt thy fin1t., 
ls in thydelf, rebellion to thyself."* 

W e confess we have bt-en the dupes of thi!! imposture, 
to take the yoke of its obligations upon ou r necks; the 
good Lord help us to break that yoke, "like an earthen 
pitcher, that is broken in pieces; so that there shall not 
be found in the bursting of it, R shred to take fire from the 
hear th, or to take water out of the pool ;" tn rend it so 
that no man may be able to gather up the fragments, or 
to cement the broken pieces. 

O ur third pusition is diverse from the two former, and 
-yet equally sufficient for our defence in making all neces­
saTy nse of the oath!! and myW!ries of Freemasonry, to 
enable the candid rearler to acquire a just esti mate of the 
worth and character of that institutwn. The oath is 
pref.1ced with words to this effect: " The obligation yon 
are about to take is not to interfere with your duty to 
God., or to your cnuntry." 

Now, we say it not lightly, but with a Mlemn view to 
the day when the secret::~ of all hearts shall be revealed, 

• King John, Act 3d, Scene 1st. 
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that any construction of ou r masonic ohl i~ation!.', which 
prevents us from using publicly the mystertes of Freema­
sonry, so far as i s nP.crssary to shoto till'. false and deprav­
ed nature of tlu institution, and its injurious tendency to 
infideli ty and crime, does interfere with our duty both to 
God and our country ; and, therefore, in aoimum jusju­
randum imp<>nentis, by tl1e express tmder.<tanding uf !tim 
wlw administered the oath, we were made free in the night 
of our in itiation, from any such const ruction of i·tS words, 
as might ever inte rfP.re with our civil or re lig ious dut ies. 

O ur duty to' promote the glory of God, and the wcltiue 
of our country, bids us rleclare, tha t FreP.masonry is an 
impostor ; a fraud upon its members, and upon the com­
m unity; and, if in the further discharge of this duty, we 
bring any part of the myste ries of the institution to t~np­
port our decla_ration, we are not prevented by ou r oath; 
for that is neve.-· to interfere with the sacred discharge of 
our civil and rel~gious duty. 

T hesP., brethren, are our three positions, either of 
which is alone sulticient to justi fy ou r public use of such 
parts of the mysteries of Freemasonry as are necessary to 
expose the dangerous nature of the institution, and which 
positions altogethe r are impregnahle. We see no fitul t in 
the reasoning, no mystery, or sophistry, or chicane ry, in 
the a rgument by which e ither of our positions is n•ain­
ta ined: and either of them alone being sound, no brut her 
having our matured views of the history and character of 
F reemasonry, is onder the IP.ast obligation to the im­
postor, or to withhold one jot of the fraud from the 
abused public. • "" * "' * * 

l f in this renunciation of Freemasonry the re seem any 
implication of the honor of the fraternity, it is not in­
tended. T hey a re imposed upon, or we are. T hey 
verily bel ieve F reemasonry to be venerable for its an­
t iquity, &c. £r.c. But when they become satisfied, that 
we have a ll been made the dupes of a shameless impos­
ture, tht>y, too, will feel resentment and ind ignation for 
th is ahtJse. We thi nk they, too, will forsake, o1· rennunce 
it with contempt, and with t hankfulne~s that they are a t 
length made free from its ruthless obligations, anrl from 
its impious oat!Js 

In this vindication of our freedom from th13 oaths of 
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Freemasonry, we appeal neither to Paley nor Burlemaque, 
to Vattel nor Puffendorf, but to the conscience of Chris­
tians, who fear God ; to the hearts of freemen, who love 
their country ; and to the common sense of men, who 
have understanding. We might lose the reader's atten­
tion in an argument drawn from the books of civilians 
and moralists, books he may never have read. We prefer 
to draw our argument from the common sense of man­
kind, that we may carry with us the eonvic.tions of every 
heart, and stand in the conscience of every just man, 
disenthralled from our obligations to Freemasonry, as we 
are from that obligation to an impostor, which would in­
terfere with bringing him to a righteous condemnation ; 
from that oath to a swindler, which would prevent our 
warning the public against his practices ; from that pen­
alty to a traitor conspiring against the liberties of our 
citizens, which would frighten us from sounding alarm, 
and from proc.Ja iming the danger to our countrymen. 

" Is this Freemasonry ! It cannot be." 
We say; this is our vindication for the use of some 

things with which we make free, and our reply upon the 
adversary, who will attempt in his defence to plead what 
any impostor would plead under like circumstances, viz. 
"these men are !!blemnly sworn to me; they despise their 
oatil; their toiJ1'd is not to be taken." 

And, now; the judgment of wise men confirming our 
own, and unanimously assenting to the soun1lness of the 
argument, and to the righteousness of our conclusions, we 
are ready to treat the oaths of Freemasonry, as a man has 
a right, both by human and divine law, to treat the mar­
riage oath in case of adultery. No man would hesitate 
inttantly to repudiate a wife, whose life was stained with 
transgressions against purity. Because he took solemn 
•ows of fidelity to her before tile throne of God, believinfl 
her to be pure and'chaste, is he held to his marriage vow, 
after be knows that she is an adulteress 1 It is not po,_ 
sible. Freemasonry we wedded as the truth of God ; we 
repudiate it as the falsehood of the devil. 

--'' Thou mayest hold a serpent by the toDgUe, 
A caged non by the mortal paw, 
A fasting tiger safer by the tooth, 
Than keep In peace 1M baud which thou dost bold." 

. 8 



86 OPINIONS ON FREEMASONRY. 

We were taught to believe Freemasonry has virgin pu· 
rity ; but we find it is corrupt: we were taught to believe 
thas it was founded and patronized at least three thousand 
years ago, by men acknowledged to be of God in the holy 
scriptures ; but we find it was founded in the era of the 
South Sea Company, by men whose names are no warrant 
for truth or righteousness: we were taught to believe 
that Freemasonry is the handmaid of religion ; but we 
find that . it is very far from aiding the doctrines of the 
cross of Christ; and, in an extensive and thorough, a 
protracted and patient examination of the subject, we 
have found Freemasonry, by its own showing, carefully 
collated from its approved writers, and books of constitu­
tions, to be the synagogoe,of Satan. · 

We have sworn to it in the belief which was taught us; 
we abjure it iu the convictions which careful investiga­
tion h~s produced. We gave it the pledge of our right 
band, believing it to be a blessing from the Lord, fraught 
with heavenly mercies; we withdraw that pledge, upon 
finding Freemasonry to be the work of the father of lies, 
fraught with hidden mischief. · We received it as sanc­
tioned by the best of names, both ancient and modern, 
patriarchs and prophets, statesmen and divines; we re­
nounce it as the angel of light, so cunningly attired that 
he deceives even the elect. . 
. · As our forefathers broke the yoke of foreign bondage, 
eo we break the yoke of internal tyranny ; as they per­
formed their duty to God, to their posterity, and to their 
country, by renouncing their allegiance to George III. 
and to the British constitution ; so we, in the fear of 
G:od, in the service of our country, and posterity, and 
with a view to a day of final retribution, renounce and 
make void our allegiance to Freemasonry . 

• 
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ON THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF THE MASONIC 
INSTITUTION. 

Extract of a leller addrm~d to tht Commill« of tlu W orct$le>" COil/lily Con­
vmlion by l' liny Merrick, Esq. 

WHY it has been, that so many men of distinguished at­
tainments, should, in different generations, have devoted 
their time and lent their reputation in support of speeu­
lative Freemasonry, I cannot now comprehend. The 
sense of shame that they voluntarily submitted to the prac­
tices of masonic ceremonials, after they had been found 
to be "trifles light as air,'' may have prevailed with 
some ; others may perhaps have been unwilling to de­
stroy those anticipations, resulting from the mutual pledg­
es of fraternal assistance which is one of the great char­
acteristics of the craft, of personal advantage in the prose­
cution of their schemes of business or projects of ambi­
tion. Some may have felt themseh•es restrained by re­
spect for the venerated individuals whom they have 
known to have given the sanction of their membership 
to the institution ; others, influenced by a long line of 
examples, may have tacitly yielded without a struggle to 
i ts vaunted pretensions to great antiquity, and to a lofty 
character for science, benevolence and morality. It is 
probable that a still greater class has entertained a vague 
and undefined, but gloomy and shuddering belief, that the 
obligations of Freemasonry are binding upon the con­
'ecience-that its penalties have power over the body, and 
its oaths over the soul; and have felt as if it would be 
sacrilege, and known that it would be dangerous, to 
break the seal of its profound and cherished mysteries. 
Whatever ·may have been the cause, the fact is unques­
tionable, that multitudes have been subdued to a heavy 
and lamentable thraldom. A wide and almost universal 
despotism has prevailed; and while its dominion has con­
stantly kept in view those appalling imprecations which 
every mason has invoked upon his own disregard of the 
" mystic tie," it is not strange that a corresponding feel­
ing should have been infused into many minds, that pun­
ishment for its violation would be sure, and its infiiction 
meritorious--The better lights of our own times have 
vastly wea.kened, and to .a great extent overcome, those 
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debasing feelings. But there are still those who do not 
hesitate to denounce a separation from Freemasonry as a 
crime; and even since ou1· late convention in Worcester, 
it has been saicl, that it will not do for a ~eceder from 
that Institution to brave tile indignation of the two thou­
sand active men, now its members in the County of Wor­
cester. 

It has been the custom of the fraternity to speak of the 
venerable age of their Institution ; aud to boast that 
through the long lapse of ages, it has su!ltained its char­
acter, its identi ry , and its principles, without change or 
modification. ltecent investigations have denied and 
disproved its claims to antiquity ; but without discussing 
the question of its age, it may be remarked, that those 
claims, if they could be substantiated, would alford no 
proof of its fitness or of its adaptation to the present 
times. Whatever is the work uf man is susceptible of 
improvement. The march of mind, like that of time, is 
onward; and it would be as wise in the present genera­
tion to give up the steam engine and the mariner's com­
pass, by which the elements are conquered and oceans 
traversed in safety, for tho shoro-bourul oar boats of the 
ancients, as to adopt with thoughtle~ and debasing ere-. 
dulity their.. formal and cumbrous insti tutions. 

It is, howe1·er, altogether unnecessary to spcak of the 
age, or the origin, of Specul ative Freemasonry.-For 
whatever purpose it was contrived, or at whatever period 
its cumbrous formalities were imposed on the. world, it 
ought to be enough to insure its rejection, that it posses­
ses neither precept nor principles, peculiar to itself, which 
are now eitber necessary or useful,- Whatever is valua­
ble in any of the abstract truths which it has contrived to 
incorporate with its system, and with which it has hith­
erto too successfully conc~aled the clumtty machinery of 
its mysterie~, is equally well known and much better 
taught', without the pale of the in fltitution. Of itself, 
strictly speakinj:(, it possesses neither the means of afford­
ing gratification, or of imparting knowledge. 

Of its sources of agreeable entertainment, it·is perhaps 
almost too trifling to speak. It posse~~Ses indeed small 
power in this particular. Of the hours which are SJ>ent 
when, in its own technical language, the craft are Cl!lled 
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. from labor to refreshment, there is nothing peculiarly invit· 
ing, unless it may be supposed, that the uncommon dulneu 
of the preceding work may have created an unusual zest 
for the excitements of the flagon. Social intercourse 
surely cannot be the more agreeable, because the ligature 
of companionship is an oath of fidelity, instead of that cor­
dial sympathy which springs froiD common pursuits, and 
kindred feelings, and refined sensibilities. The pageant· 
ry, which throws its attractive drapery around the proceed­
ings of a lodge, is as idle, as it is fictitious ; and its lofty 
pretensions to grandeur, its gaudy displ;ty of rank and 
t itles, ought to afford but little satisfaction to the plain 
simplicity of a republican people. Quite as little enti· 
tied to regard i11 there in the actual occupations of the 
fraternity in their secret sessions. The unvaried and 
unmeaning forms of opening and closing the lodge are 
eold and heartless. I ts initiations mingle the ridiculous 
with the painful. A half dressed novitiate is led round 
\vith mock solemnity, to exhibit his grotesque appearance 
to those who have gone before him, sometimes the object 
of their speculation, but oftener t.he sport of levity ; and a 
weak and vain and boisterous gratification is often ex­
tracted from the awkward surprise and miserable disap­
pointment, which are I believe pniformly exhibited by the 
blindfolded candidate, when he is brought to light, and 
discovers the matchless vanity of the bubble, to which so 
much formidable preparation and pomp of ceremony baa 
introduced him. 

But Freemasonry assumes higher claims ; it arrogates 
to itself extraordinary wisdom ; and affirms that it is of 
itself a science, and that its secret and inviolable sign• 
have become an universal language. No proposition can 
be more utterly without foundation. The members of 
the fraterni ty, who travel in our own cou,ntry only, find 
it difficult to make themselves intelligible to their ~reth­
ren in its different parts on account of the variations iil 
the f~rms and ceremonies which different ' lodges hue 
adopted. And it is worthy of remark, that itinerant lec­
turers have, at ditferent times, been commissioned by th& 
several grand lodges to pass through the eolintry, to give 
such instructions as would enable ·the fraternity to ob­
serve something like uniformity in the practice of the 

8* 
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rites, ceremonies, and secrets of an Jnstitut'ibn, which 
boasts that it has been immutable for ages. 

AU-other pretensions that tbi$ Institution is of itself a 
science, or that it is the depository of valuable informa­
tion, are equally a mere gratuitous assumption.-lndeed 
if Speculative Freemasonry were to perish to-day, and all 
knowledge of its forms, rites, ceremonies, proceedings, 
and secrets, were at once obliterated from the memory of 
mankind, I know of no useful or desirable fact, or doe­
trine, or theory, which would be lost to the world. Its 
fables are far less valuable than the ingenious tales with 
which modern literature amuses the expanding minds of 
infancy ; and as for its scicn·ce, it is but a shadow and a 
pretence. T he operative mechanic never goes to its in­
structions or its archives for any assistance: the mathe­
IDiltician would seek there in vain for a solution of the 
problems of geornetry-the science on which it professes 
to be founded. The historian cannot find among its idle 
fictions the materials for the narrative of the manners and 
actions' of men ; and the speculations of philosophy 
would be vain indeed, if they embraced nothing but the 
knowledge ' contained within its barren circle. Some 
simple truths, of which few men in any enlightened age 
can be found ignorant, is the utmost reach of instruction, 
to be deduced from the lectures of masonry. Those lec­
tures, with which it has ~en the pride of many masons to 
incumber the memory, give information only of such hum­
ble truths, as that the sun rules the day, and the moon 
governs the night; that chalk is a convenient substance 
with which to make marks on the wall ; that ignited 
charcoal cteates a fervent heat; and that the earth brings 
forth its fruits in due season-truths which, long before 
they are unfolded to the Entered Apprentice in the lodge, 
are learnt by lisping childhood from its own observation . . 
How idle to suppose, that the r.oyal monarch of I srael, 
whose chief glory was wisdom, could have invented and 
transmitted to posterity a system so poor and bauen as 
this ! If there were indeed sufficient evidence to prove 
that be did so, the veneration· which has been accorded 
to his wisdom would dwindle in.to contempt, and his fame 
WOllld be tarnished forever. 

Freemasonry has found, and still finds, many advocates 
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for its cause on the ground that it is an association for 
the purposes of benevolence aud charity. It is not, how­
ever, to be forgotten, that its charities are mostly of a 
narrow and selfish characte'r ; and that it pays little re- · 
gard to t~at broa~ rule of ~h~istian benevolence _which 
finds a ne1ghbor ni every VICtim of sorrow and d •stress. 
There are, besides, difficulties in the very organization 
and construction of this institution, which must necessa­
rily greatly curtail its means of charitable assistance. It 
collects certainly great funds by means of its fees for in­
itiation; but it has great expenses too. It must have its 
own appropriate temples ; its decorations must be geor­
geous, to correspond with the high sounding titles of its 
dignitaries. Charity vaunteth not itself; but masonry is 
every where puffed !lP· If its theory is right, its ,com'­
plicated organization, its schemes of grandeur, and its 
occasions of display, disarm it of its means ; and accord­

. ingly, it has been the experience, I believe, of all our 
lodges, that the donations for benevolent purposes have 

· been extremely limited. Go where we may, to the city 
or the village, and examine the records of the treasury, 

· and far less will be found to have been contributed. to 
· suffering humanity from its resources, than from the 

humble and unpretending associations of Samaritans by 
its side. This is an evil necessarily resulting from . the 
institution itself. The funds which are gathered, as it 
atfects, for the sacred purposes of charity, it compels its 
members to waste in idle decorations and profitless bau­
bles. The jewels whi,ch glitter on the bosoms of its · 
priests, and the diadem which sparkles on the brow of 
its kings, are abstracted by its very organization from the 
treasury of .the poor ; but they are far from inspiring 
apostolic disinterestedness in the one, or of inducing 
royal munificence in the other. Whenever Freemasonry 
is thoroughly known and candidly considered, it will 
never be pronounced a useful, philanthropic or charitable 
institution. 

Freemasonry claims also to be the handmaid of vir-
. tue; but it is a claim which its intrinsic merits cannot 
sustain. Of instructions in morality, it may be safely af­
firmed, that its books and lectures and secrets afford but 
a poor and scanty supply. Those books indeed which 



'are published by authority of the lodges, as an expos1t10n 
of its external characteristics, contain many valuabl.e olr . 
servations, though not so remarkable as eYer to have at· 
tracted or deserved very high praise; and its lectures, 
preserved heretofore, as is supposed, by tradition, occa­
sionally indicate a moral. But miserable indeed would 
.be the condition of mankind, if their hopes of moral im­
provement, and their immortal desires of goodness, were 
supplied only with the light which gleams from the faint 
beams of Speculative Freemasonry. Mingled with its 
mass of unmeaning form and unprofitable ceremony, a 
few scattered passages selected from the scriptures, and a 
few good thoughts collected chiefly from other writers, 
are occasionally presented ; but in the rubbish of its own 
peculiar characteristics, · they are little better than the 
talent, which was wrapped in a napkin and hidden in the 
earth. 

But it is no longer to be disguised or concealed, that 
this show of morality is hut "the banner on its outward 
wall." It has other and decided peculiarities, which 
prove it is not a moral institution; and which )eave it 
·an object of doubt and dread-if not of detestation. It 
assumes, in the midst of society, and in the face of gov- · 
ernment, to impose oaths and obligations, which bind its 
members to feelings narrow, selfish, and exclusive; more 
than that-which bind them to that at which patriotism· 
ought to shudder, and' integrity start back abashed. 
When it is considered, that this institution, of its own 
power, assumes to administer oaths which are to be bind· 
ing above all other obligations; that those oaths, adminis­
tered to eYery man who becomes a member, are filled. 
with the most awful and appalling penalties ; that under 
those penalties the members are required and bound to 
" conform to all the by-Jaws, rules and regulations of the 
lodge," without any exception in favor of the Jaws of the 
land ; " to keep the secrets of a brother inviolable;" "to 
espouse the cause of a companion so far as to extricate 
him from difficulty, whether right or wrong;" to refrain 
from the disclosure of his crimes whatever they may be, 
and to extricate him from every difficulty, though he be 
a ' murderer or a traitor;' and to warn him of, and de­
fend· him against every danger-when all these thing& are 
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considered, it is vain, and worse than vain, to say, that 
Freemasoury is a moral institution. It strikes at the 
root of e1•ery thing that is good ; it breaks up the great 
cause of country, and prostrates· the still greater cause of 
virtue. It bids its membel's uni te in the defence of 6a­
grant crime ; and to forbea r from exposing to violated 
Jaw, and injured humanity, the felon or the traitor, if 
they too are but of the fellowship of the craft. Surely its 
pretensions to virtuP., and its self praised morality is but 
the song of the syren to allnre ; but when its victim is 
once bound by its heart-rending oath~, and his mind is 
shackled with apprehensions of its daring and awful ob­
ligations, it then carries him to deeds of darkness-shows 
him his brother and his compan ion in every act of base­
ness and treachery-bids him behold the assassins dag­
ger, yet reeking iu the blood of its violence, and watch 
the foul conspiracy of his country's desolation- and then 
stifles and o,·erwhelmns his most anxious \v ish to speak 
but a word for justice-for patriotism-for humanity­
with menaces of the dreadful vengeance of masonic pen­
alties. 

I speak only of the in5ti tution and its principles, and 
not of the members of the masonic fraterni ty. W icked 
as such oaths are, and corrupting as they must be, it is 
cause of most grateful reflection to believe, that they have 
not frequently, in cases of flag rant criminality been ob- · 
served. There has been a practical disregard of them 
eve[y where within the circle of my own observation; 
and I have never known a culprit escape, or a felon 
saved, because he has given and taken the grip of a ma­
son. But in rendering this j u"stice'lo its members, I make 
no s:oncession to Freemasonry. Its requirements are as 
positive, as its laws are arbitrary and its requirements · 
cruel. The savage warriors of the dark ages, whose 
brutal violence may have been looked back to as a fit 
example for the formation of this institution, might have 
deemed it a virtue, to· have followed with scmpulous ex­
actness such requisitions as are demanded of the craft; 
but they only could bear euch feelings in the bosom, 
whose minds were ignorant, and whose moral sense was 
never informed; or whose understandings were betrayed 
by phrenzy and madness. I nstances of extraordinary 
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perversion of the intellect, and of ruinous infatuation 
wrought by the awful imprecations· of masonic oaths, 
have undoubtedly occurred. To this cause is to be re-· 
ferred the abduction and the immolation of William 
.Morgan. That that mao was torn from his fam ily and 
from society, and was finally sacrificed by infuriated and 
desperate members of the fraternity, can no longer be 
made a question. The evidence is full-complete---:i rre­
sistible. To nothing else can be referred that horrid 
slaughter, but the baleful influence of masonic obJjgations. 
Happily for us all, that deed, almost without a name, 
stands a rare, as it is an appalling example. But may we 
not justly fear, that the same cause, which has once de­
luded and overwhelmed so many minds, as were certainly ' 
engaged in that nefarious transaction, may again produce 
its effect, when the hour shall arrive that masonic ven­
geauce shall again demand her blow ? 

There is probably little, if any evidence, that Freema­
sonry bas essentially affected the political transactions, or 
interfered in the adj11dications of the bench or the jury in 
the judicial tribunals, of our Commonwealth. It may, 
'however, and it would be strange if it were otherwise, 
have occasionally produced effects imperceptibly. In the 
few years in \Vhich I have known it by experience, I 
have seen nothing to justify an opinion, that its baleful 
influence has ileen meddling with the politics, the re­
ligion, or the laws of the {and. O thers, in whose judg­
ment I feel that it is safe to confide, have informed me that 
their experience in this respect does not correspond with 
mine ; and from the nature of the obligations of the craft, 
it seems not improbable in itself. While the character of 
its obligations, and the nature of the bond which consti­
tutes the association, render such interference probable 
in itself, there is direct proof, than in other countries, it 
has exercised a prevailing and powerful influence. Who 
ean doubt, that during the disastrous times of the French 
revolution, Freemasonry was exertin,g its full share of 
power amid the sanguinary scenes which stained the 
whole face of Europe with blood . . Later still, in the 
convulsions with which Italy was torn, Freemasonry 
lighted the torch, and the sword of the Red Cross Knight 
leaped from its scabbard at the command of the encaJ:Dp-
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Jp~nt. And we know that now, the energies of a young 
ltepublic in our own hemisphere, and on our own imme­
diate borders, are wasted in civil discord under the ban­
ners of the craft. And nearer stilJ, the llllcient parties 
of the great State, on the western limits of our own 
Commonwealth, have been broken to atoms, by an event. 
produced by the unhallowed conspiracy of many masons 
linked together by no other ties than their fralernal 
obligations: and there, an excitement has. been prod~eed, 
which they who among us adhere to the institution. a.od 
they also who know little and have thought less of it, are 
deploring as untimely and unnecessary. Let us nol be 
deceived-the like causes · will produce the like effe~. 
The time may come, and perhaps is not now far distaatr 
when the same malignant influence which has bligbt.ed. 
other hopes, and scattered elsewhere the seeds of cooiu ... 
sion and desolation, may be in the· midst of us; cor{~ 
ing the fountains of justice, and polluting the sources· of 
political power. Can it be, that the evils which other& 
have felt, shall ~peak no warning to us 1 or must it be,. 
t~t, deaf to the cries which are pouring in on e~>esy 
side, and blind to the effects which have been elsewheDe­
wrought, we are to wait until desolation at home skall 
arouse ou.r vigilance and urge us to our duty 7 

You perceive, gentlemen, that I have spoken ft!ltb. 
great freedom of the institution of Freemasonry. I ha;v.e­
de.~ied the pretensions to esteem which it assumes, and. 
denounced i~ ·as unworthy of being permitted to remaia 
~ a rock of offence among us. And ·you must ba.ve: 
noticed, that it doing so, I have adverted to topics, whicll. 
could bave been discussed only after the secret recesses 
of the in;;t.itution had been laid bare. That has alre9.d:y 
been fully done. It is vain-useless-false-to den.y ia. 
The publication prepared by William Morgan-the BMr­
tyr whose life pnid the forfeit of his broken obligations­
disclosed aU that could be disclosed of the secrets of lbe: 
fraternity, as far as he wrote : and since his immolation~ 
the work has been pursued by pure and able and faitllfal 
hands, until there remains little or nothi_ng to be aold. 
The testimony in proof of the truth of these disclosures 
is as. full as humari testimony can be .; and I add in my 
qw~ · language to our Convention, " tha.t my own testi-
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mony taonohl~ it. They who witt not, believe it aftao 
a fult · and · etndid examination, would · and could nta 
believe me; neither, in my opinion, would they believe, 
though one should rise from the dead."-But I seek not 
to shrink from any responsibility in this high and solemn 
eause: and at whatever hazard, and in defiance of eYery 
consequence, I affirm, that having myself been admitted 
to the degree of a Royal Arch Mason, and to the several 
preceding degrees, as far as I have heretofore advanced in 
the degrees of masonry, the disclosure of the secrets of 
Freemasonry, as contained in the volume published by 
David Bernard, a clergyman of the Baptist denomination, 
entitled " LIGHT oN MASONRY," is true -that the forms, 
ceremonies, lectures, and oaths contained in that book 
are substantially as I myself reeeivecf.- ·tbem ; and as I 
hue, again and again, seen and beard them, ~n the bodies 
of regular lodges and chapters, communicated and ad min· 
istered to others. 

I believe that the institution of Freemasonry ought no 
longer to exist: lamenting, as I most sincerely do, that I 
have. eover been connected with it, and that a voluntary 
assumption of its obligations has lleft me only the painful 
,alternative, of submitting to its slavery, or of bursting 1~ 
bonds, and thus exposing myself to the reproach!ls of 
those who still t\dher.e to it, and of those also who believe 
~~at, if it be not· as exalted and -virtuous as it pretendp, it 
is at least harmless and innocent, I can find consohition 
only in the hope, that I may be the humble iustronienr'of 
attracting some portion of the public attention to the 
great cause, which I trust will prosper till the final ovell­
thro'W and the utter extinction of Freemasonry shall be 
accomplished. I come forward in no spirit of hostility , 
towards any of the members of the fraternity. I reYe~ 
the -venerable men whose names are recorded on·its rolls. 
There are those also, in the circle of my own acquaint­
ance, now members of this institution, towards whom I 
have cherished, and still eherish, no other but sentiments 
of respect, and feelings of affection. Whatever may be 
the emotions of their minds, no animosity or ill will exists 
in mine ; and I aek on I y, tp&t if our communion has e'er 
hitherto been grateful, they wiU do me the justieo to 
believe, that· I now apeak with a sincerity, cel'taloly·eqotl, 
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and with a degree of reflection and meditation far greater, 
than I ever spoke to them before. Let them unite with 
us; and let the peopte be all awakened to a sense of the 
necessity of exertions for the removal of an evil, hitherto 
little suspected, but which may in the end become an en­
gine of destruction. 

I t is vain and idle to expect, that an institution which 
has spread itself abroad into many lands, whose ramifica­
tions have reached the heart of almost every country, is to 
be extinguished without many efforts. They who calcu­
late that it will fall of itself and crumble to decay, reckon 
not upon the interest which is enlisted in its support. It 
will yet withstand many shocks; but if the people are 
true to themselves, and to the hest interests of their 
country, and of their posterity who are to inherit it, they 
will unite in the common cause, and move forward 
" through good report and through evil report," till the 
great end of the extinction of Speculative Freemasonry is 
fully, finally, and happily accomplished. 

Since the publication of the foregoing letter, there has appeared in 
tbe "Free Pre1s," an interesting corr~pondence, ~n the nature of 
the Royal .!lrch obligation, between the author and t.-11'. OLIVER, a 
member of the Massachu,etts Anti-Masonic Convention, from Lynn. 

The letter having been read by .Mr. Oliver, to a friend of his, who 
was a Royal .... reb mason, objection was made only to that part of it 
which had reference to the Royal Arch obligation. [See page 92.) 
On the reading of that paesage, he tlnhesltatingly declared the state­
ment therein contained a lie, and that the author, on writin~t it. knew 
it to be so. A Jetter was accordingly addressed to the author, with 
a " view of ascertaining whether the literal meaning of the Royal 
Arch obligation, was capable of a construction tbat could justify such 
a declaration, or whether it was of such doubtful import u to be 
liable to ambiguous signification." 

The following is Mr. MERRICK's Reply:-

Worcester, January R, 1830. 
DEAR Sm,-Your letter of the 2d inst. was duly re­

ceived ; and I have availed myself of_ the earliest time I 
could command to reply to its contents. 

'lou iuform me, that a " Freemason of sound judgment 
9 
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and good understanding," declared to you, that that part 
of my letter of the 17th Dec. to the Worcester Commit­
tee, relating to the Royal Arch obligation, was "a lie;" 
and that if 1 was a R oyal Arch Mason, I knew it was 
" a lie." 

l have certainly been a Royal Arch Mason; and I ·as 
eertainly know that my statement relative to the oaths 
taken by n.asoos of that degree are true. I n reply to 
your inquiry, if there he any " ambiguity '' in the terms 
of that oath, l canuot place the subject in a better light 
before you, than to extract from the obligation the several 
parts of it, in the very words in which it is admini!ltered. 
The whole oath is quite l•mg; but its several parts are 
distinct passages and complete sentences of themselves; 
and the sense of each of its clauses is in no way affected 
by being separated from the rest of tbe obligation. The 
extracts are as follows. 

1. "Ifurtllerm(lrc prnmise and Stlll!ar, that I roill sup­
part tl~e ciJ1lslitution of tlte General Granrl Royal AreA 
Chapter of the United .~tales of America, attd also the 
constitution of tlw Grand R oyal A rclt Chapter of tl1e State 
under toltich this Cl~apter is held, mul cunform to all the 
by-lmos, rnles and regulations of th.is, or any other Chap­
ter of tohich I mny hereafter become a mtmber." 

2. " I furthermore promise and s1oenr, that I will aid 
and assist a r.ompanion R oyal Arch Mason, when enga­
ged in any di.ffir.ulty , and espouse his cause , so far as to 
ext1-icate hi111 frmll the same, if in my powtr, whether he 
be right o~ wrong." 

3. "I fu:rlltermore promise and swear, that a companio11 
Ruyal Arch 11/ flsQn's secrets, given tn 1ne i11 charge as 
such; and 1 knmoing t!tem to be suc!t, s!toll remain as se­
cure and i1wiolable in my breast as in his own, murder 
and treason not exupted." 

To my mind, nothing can be more explicit, than the 
several clausea of the R nyal Arch Mason's oath, which I 
have here extracted . l cannot perceive the least ambi­
guity ; nor how they can be "capable of a construction 
that could pos~ihly justify the declaration," that my state­
ment to the Worcester Convention was "a lie." 

The obligation is positive, " to conform to the by­
laws, rules and regulations of the chapter ;" and no men-
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tion of the laws of the land. And for anght I can see, if 
it shall ever so happen, that the laws of the State and the 
by-laws of the chapter shall conOict with each other, a 
R oyal Arch mason is bound by lite terms of the obligation 
to disregard and disobey the laws of the government, in 
order that he may "conform to the by-Jaws, rules and 
regulations of the chapter." 

The obligation of a Royal Arch mason is in its language 
perfectly explicit; and the express provision, " murder 
and treason not excepted," evinces too clearly, to admit 
of misconstruction, the nature and character of those 
secrets, which are to remain in the bosom of him to 
whom they are communicated, as inviolable as they are 
in his own. It necessarily compreben"ds his crimes, 
whatever they may be. 

The obligation to aid and assist a companion Royal 
Arch mason is in the broadest terms. That aid and 
assistance is to be affi1rded to a com pan ion when he is in 
"ANY" difficulty; and his cause, whether "aii;HT oR 
WRONG," is tn be f'spoused, so far as that he may be ex­
tricated from that di fficulty. lf this obligation does not, 
in its own terms, require that in every difficulty a Royal 
Arch mason shall be aided anrl assisted until he is ef­
fect ually extricated, I confess I know of no language 
which could express that iutention. 

In fine, I see nothing in the terms of the R oyal Arch 
mason's oath which is "of such doubtful import as to be 
liable to ambiguous inte rpretation." 

T o the accuracy of the extracts which I have made, as 
well as to the di!>closures generally of the secrets of Free­
masonry, my character for veracity is pledged. How far 
that evidence is sufficient, r leave to other~ to determine­
not presuming myself to estimate its weight. But whether 
my testimony is of any avail or not, there is a mass of 
evidence before the public, which is full and conclusive; 
and I hesitate not to affirm, that if any fact was ever 
satisfactorily proved by human testimony, the truth of the 
disclosures of the oaths and ohligations of Freemasonry 
is completely established by evidence already io possession 
of the public. 

I cannot therefore but feel great surprise, when I learn 
that an1 man, sustaining a reputable character in the 
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community, denies tllat the oaths and obligations quoted 
by me, in ·my letter of the 17th ult. from the work of Mr. 
Bernard, entitled "Light on Masonry," are administered 
in lodges and chapters of Freemasons. What those 
oaths arc, it is possible and probable, that many, who 
have been initiated, never fully understood, or have 
wholly or partially forgotten. But how, when they are 
quoted, such men can deny their tt"uth, I cannot pretend 
to explain, nor am I able to perceive. It may be also 
that, in some instances, the more obnoxious parts of these 
oaths may have been omitted by the presiding officer in 
admitting a candidate; and if so, such a person, if he has 
ever. otherwise been instructed, may fairly and honestly 
make such a denial. Whether instances like these have 
occurred or not, l am unable to determine; 1 can only 
say, that wherever I have been, 1 believe that no such 
omissions have occurred. 

Without being inftuenced by animosity against any 
member of the Fraternity, 1 feel at liberty to observe, tbat 
while any mao continues to be attached to the iostitutioD 
of Freemasonry, and is influenced by the obligations of 
secrecy which it confessedly imposes, he is not, and 
cannot be, ·upon the subject of its oaths, a disinterested 
or impartial witn e::~s ; for if, in a discussion upon that 
point upon which he voluntarily enters, he does not deny 
the truth of the disclosures of seceding masons, his very 
silence is, to S<lme extent, an acknowledgement of their 
correctness. W hat else then, in such a situation, can lu 
do, who has bound himself by obligations, which he still 
deems binding and sacred, " forever to conceal and never 
to reveal" the secrets of Freemasonry, but to hazard a 
positive denial that those secrets are disclosed? 

There is a topic, not adverted to in your letter, and 
perhaps not altogether connected with it, to which I wish 
briefly to advert, before I close. You have undoubtedly 
observed, that the great stress of denial, when .a denial of 
the truth of the oaths required of initiates into the masonic 
institution, as disclol!ed hy seceding masons, is as~erted, 
rests mainly upon the obligation alleged to be taken by 
Royal Arch masons. I have never yet heard aay one 
intimate a denial of that, which bas been published as 
the oath taken by a master mason upon his admission to 
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the third degree. One of the clauses of that oath is in 
the following words, to wit :-

"I furthermore promise and swear, that a master ma­
son's secrets, given me in charge as such, and I knowing 
them to be such, shall remain as secure and inviolable in 
my breast as in his own, when communicated to me, 
murder and treason only excepted, and they left to my 
own election." 

The addition to the words "murder and treason only 
excepted" point out, too clearly to admit of any mistake, 
the nature of the secrets which a master mason is to keep 
inviolable. They must be his crimes as well as his other 
concerns of a confidential character. This seems to me 
to be the obvious, and uecessary, and only reasonable 
construction. And may not this construction be held to 
be certain, from the ver.y nature of the penalty-the 
penalty of death-which he who takes this obligation 
imprecates upon himself in the event of the violation of 
his oath 7-For my own part, I see but a shade of dif­
ference, and that scarcely worthy of notice in a moral 
point of view, whether a mason swears with him of the 
third degree to keep all his secrets inviolable, " murder 
and treason tmly excepted, and those left to his own elec­
tion," or with him of the seventh, to keep all those secrets 
" murder and treason not excepted." · 

I am most respectfully, 
With assurances of my esteem, 

Yours, &c. 
PLINY MERRICK. 

STEPBJ:N OLIVER. 
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. ' 
OPINION OF HON. C. D. COLDEN,• UPON THE CHARA.C· 

TER AND TENDENCY OF FREEMASONRY. 

A rq>ly to tht /etttr' of Col. RicltaTd Varick, Tlumw FusendenJ EM]. and 
S."mwl St. John, Esq. ; a Commi.tUe appoi:nted at a muting OJ cili.zi!'IU ift 
New York, to address hi11l 011 till: 8tlf0tet. _ 

Gentlemen,-I do not think I ought to object to com­
municate in this manner, the sentiments I have long held, 
and have frequently expressed, in relation to Freemasonry. 

It is true that 1 have been a mason a great number of 
years, and that I have held very high masonic offices and 
honors. It is equally true that I have for a long time 
ceased to have any connexion with the insti~ution, because, 
I have believed, and do now believe, it is productive of 
much more evil than good. It is also true that I ha•e on 
no fit occasion hesitated to express this sentiment. 

1 would not do any thing inconsistent with any obliga­
tion I may have, however inconsiderately, assumed. But 
I know nothing of masonry to render it so horrible as it 
would be in my estimation, if it obliged me to be silent 
when I thought its influences were pernicious. It would 
be detestable if it did not leare me at liberty to warn 
others .from following my example in becoming a member 
of an institution, of which from its ve~y nature, I must 
have been ignorant until I was initiated, and of which, a 
just estimate can only be formed from experience. . 

I shall disclose none of the secrets of masonry, (if it 
now has any secrets,) nor shall I say any thing inconsi~ 
tent with what is due to the eminent living, and illustrioll& 
dead, whose names are recorded as members of the fra- · 
ternity. l have had a just pride in being associated with 
many of these, and now feel that I make a sacrifice jo 
pursuing a course wh'ich may separate me from men, for 
whose pure motives and righteous principles, I shall never 
cease to entertain the most profound respect. 

Discussions and expositions oft he principles of masonry, 
of its origin, its religion, its morals, and its science, have 
not been considered as betraying any obligation; but on 

• Mr. Colden was formerly Mayor of the city of New York, an4 
abo a member of Cougrea. 
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the contrary, have been sanctioned by the highest masonic 
authonty. lt is t rue that, ull of late, masonry has alway• 
been a theme of panegyric; but if the advocates of the 
insitution are free to speak of its merits, it cannot be a 
violation of duty in those who hold different opinions, to 
express them with becoming re8pect and deference. 

I desire that it should be understood, that the senti­
ments I now entertain on this suhject, do not result from 
the alleged murder of Morgan. Jt is true this horrible 
event has induced me to think more, and more seriously, 
than I should otherwise have done, of the society ; but I 
have long entP.rtained my present opinion, that a man wlw 
tiJould e~chero aU roil, shQuld not be a .Freemason. Per­
haps I cannot give a stronger evidence that this is not an 
opiniuo recently formed than to mention that my son, by 
my advice, has never joined the fraternity. 

I cannot mention the deplorable event to which I hue 
referred, without exculpating, so far as any thing I can 
say will do it, the masonic fraternity from any participa­
tion in that outrage. For a long time I did not believe 
that Morgan had been put to death. But I find myself 
obliged to yield to the force of evidence. I yet entertain 
the most entire confidence that the fraternity did not par­
ticipate in this crime. On the contrary, I do not doubt 
but that all the guilt of that transaction is confined to 
those infatuated men who assailed and slew him. The 
rest of the craft , I am eutirely convinced, are as innocent 

. ~f the blood of Morgan as I am. I fully believe that they 
:-b~ the perpetrators iu just abhorrence ; they would re­
·jbiee. if the guilty were discovered, and would aid in 
bringing the murderers to condign punishment.* 

· • We very much regret the mistake of M r. Colden on this ~ubject, 
for a mistake it certainly is, ahhough easily accounted for. Mr. C. 
confesses frankly his dislike to the institution, and his disbelief for 
10me time of the murder of Morgan. Had Mr. C. perused the pub­
lic documents, he could immediately have had no donbt. The same 
cause, it seems, bas produced a simiiMr effect-that is, a mistake on 
the part of Mr. C. touching the institution being not implicated in 
the gross outrages commiued. We will however no farther contra­
dict Mr. C. nor anticipate the public opinion. We ask candid men 
to examine the public trials; the convictions under them ; to coo­
•ider the perjuries committed by masons to screen the guiltl ; to re­
ftect upoo the numbers indicted, suspected, and e<~lled as ev1dence,-
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I do not believe that those who committed this crime, 
bad any intention to take the man's life when they first 
assailed him. Under the influence of an enthusiasm which · 
the fimns and mysterie~ of masonry are so likely to ex· 
cite in weak minds, they thought it would be meritorious 
to inrlict some puuishment fi>r what they considered his 
delinquency. But they proceeded from step to step, until 
they found they had iuvoh·ed themselves in a responsi· 
bility that would be ruiuous, if Murgan should be left to 
call them to account. A frantic interpretation of their 
masonic ohligatious, and their fears, as~isted , probably, 
by corporal sumulants, led them to stain their hands with 
the blood of their 1·ictim. 

If these conjectures be well founded, however little 
they will extenuate the crime of the murderers, the proof 
of such facts, would exonerate the great body of the craft 
from any participat_ion in the guilt. But an institution, 
the forms, or obligations, or my~teries of which, can be 
so perverted, or so mit<undcrs10od, even by the weakest 
minds, as to induce a belief, that it mny be meritorious 
to murder an apostate brother, no good man, on due con­
sideratiou aorl reflection, can tbink deseniug of hill coun­
tenance and support. 

If it be asked, what are the advantages of masonry 1 
It seems to me the answer may he given to thf'Se very 
few words: It often, by itll charity, relieves the di!Jtre:ssed. 
But at what an enormous expense is this charity dispenao­
ed? When all the machinery of l•,d ~~s, grand lodges, 
chapters, encampments, councils, vi~iters, &c. &c. is ta­
ken into consideration, it must be obvious, that the chari­
table contributions of masons are but trifles in compari· 

all ma.oon~. and oil aimin.:r at the orquittal of the party tried,-41nd 
then Pay, If only n few were concerne<l.-or rather to say, if the j,.. 
stitution is not fairly impli<'~ted in the ruilt cf Motj1;&U's abductioll 
and murder ;-for if the crimes fot• which they were con vi Ned had 
not been approved by the in•titution, how come~ it that all those 
convicted and senten<'ed to impri•onmPnt for tJreir crime,, should 
not have been expelled from lod~~:es ? thAt on the contrary, ~o fAr 
from hein~t expelled, they have heen exalt"d in the lodges. noul'i~hed , 
cherished. -an<l rewarded. and even with money, as brethren ~offer­
Ing In 11 ri~:hteous moMnic cao!>t>, although ~tross viola tON' of the law• 
of their t'OtJntry? The SOj!'lre8tion~ we make and submit them to tlto 
judgment of an impartial public, as well as to Mr. Colden himself. 
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100 with the sums devoted to these objects. It may be 
doubted, whether all tbat has ever been applied to the 
charitable funds of the institution, would equal a hun­
dredth part, perhaps I might say a thousandth part, of what 
bas been expended by masons, for their temples and 
their decorations, for personal t rappings, fi>r jewelry 1 for 
fun erals, for processions, for fes ti vals and in the convivi­
ality so inseparable from the meetings of the .fraternity. 

Let it be admitted, however, that the institution does 
relieve the poor and distressed to the greatest extent. 
Are the secrecy and the ceremonies of masonry necessary 
for the exercise of any virtue 7 Is it necessary that any 
set of men to be charitable, should do their deeds by 
night, in bidden places 7 That they should by lawful 
ceremonies, establish a relationship among themselves, 
which mauy of them believe imposes duties and obliga­
tions in reference to each other different from those by 
which they are bound to the rest of mankind 1· Many of 
the fraternity fee l themselves obliged, in whatever situa­
tion they may be placed, to suffer an appeal from a broth­
er mason to have an influence-Offenders have persuad­
ed themselves they could claim an exemption from pun­
ishment as masons ; and even at the bar of a court of jus­
tice, a criminal has thought he secured impunity by re.­
vealing to the judge, who was about to pronounce his 
sentence, their masonic relationship. 

If masonry separates the members of the c raft from 
their fellow citizens ; if masons are Jed to believe that 
their duty towards each other is different from what it is 
to the members of the community not connected with 
them ; if a mason is bound to shield anotht>r from the 
general operation of the laws, or if he be subjected to any 
penalties beyond those denounced hy the lej!islature ; 
nay, if even a feeble rninrled man is made to believe that 
by becoming a Mason, he enlists in an isolated corps, 
the members of which may claim privileges through their 
brethren, and must perform duties which do not belong 
to other citizens, it cannot be a fit inst itution in our 
country, where no man in the discharge of his duties to 
the community, should act from fear, favor, or affection. 

It is often alleged that masonry engenders and cherish­
es the social affections, by bringing men together with 
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• 
kindly feelings towards each other. It is not to be doubt-
ed but that a well regulated social intercourse haa a 
beneficial influence on the dispo~it ion and character of 
mankind. But again, it must be askP-d , why is the se­
crecy, the pararlfl, and the obligations of masonry neces­
aary, if their ohj'lCts be so virtuous 1 It is to he feared, 
however, that these meetiugs have not always a happy in­
fl uence. Admil ting that the utmost decorum and pro­
priety are observed, while a lodge is oprm, yet the craft 
seldom separate without tefre~hment; awl it oftens hap­
pens that more is ta ken than is necessary to repair tbe 
exhaustion of their labors, and too frequently, more than 
.is consistent with temperance. 

Attendance upon lodges sometimes leads to habits 
which are inimical to the ]>rosperity and happiuess of the 

I memhers a11d their families. Every meeting of a lodge 
.is attended by vi~itori', and as there are generally, even 
in the country, several lodges within the compass of ten 
or twenty miles, opportunities for these visitations fre­
quemly occur. Often the habit of mak ing them renders 
a man, who would otherwise have been content with his 
own fireside, impatient at home, and de:<i rous to exchange 
fur the excitemeut of a masonic banquet, those enjoy­
ments of his domestic circle with which he would have 
been perfectly content had it not been for the seductions 
of the craft. 

Did I know of any other advantage than these two, 
eharity and the cuhivatioo of social dispositions, which 
any rational man at-.this day, imputes to masonry, I would 
not fai l to mention it. 

But it is to be objncterl to ma~onry , not only that no 
good comes of it, but that it is prnductive of positive evils. 
'I'o some of th.-se I have already adverted, and will no­
tice. others which have presented themselves very forcibly 
to my mind, and I may say, to my conscience. 

If masor.ry is arrugant and impious in her prett=msions, 
and del usive in her promises, surely she deserves to be 
discountenanced. If she claim to he coeval with the 
world, and to be of divi ne ori~in, when in truth she is 
but as of yesterday, and springs from the dust of the 
earth, what obligation can there be t .. hat should induce 
any man to hesitate to speak of her according to her de-· 
merits 1 
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That operative or practical masonry was one of the 
earliest arts practised by mankind, is very probable. We 
may suppose that masons, as well as oth'3r trades, very 
.soon formed themselves iuto separate societies, aud adopt­
ed regulations, the hetler to e!'tablish and secure their 
interests. The employment of masons naturally brought 
them, as builders and architects, more than the members 
of any other trade, io contact with the wealthier and 
higher orders of society. Men, as distinguished for their 
acience as for their rank, were pl<tced at the head of COD­

tregatioos of operative masons. It then became an hon-­
)f to be an associate of the~e bodies. Members were ad­
:nitted who were not opcrati\•es. These soon changed the 
tature of the iustitution by which they had been adopted, 
•r as their term is, accepted ; and, iustP.ad of the ohjects 
tf the assemblies of mations being opf't ative masonry, 
:hey were converted to lodges of speculative masons, in 
which the tools and instruments of the former humble 
lrade were retained to be transmuted into symbols of aU 
the virtues and duties of mankind. 

No mao, at this day, who has taken the least pains to 
examine the suhjec.t, can douht that this is the origin of 
Freemasonry, or that the change from operative to spPcu:. 
lative ma5onry took place in l'ery modern times. The 
masonic society has no more pretence to a divine origin, 
than the societies of stationers, bntcherll, bakers, carpen­
ters, or any other trade. These, for ages, have had, like 
operative masons, their assemblies, in which their wor­
shipful masters and wardens have presided; but they have 
been left in obscurity because their occupations did uot 
bring them in familiar intercourse with men of wealth aod 
power. 

The first three degrees of masonry, when traced back 
to the actual labors of the craft, may claim some sort of 
antiquity; but as to all the numerous grades above these, 
(I think to the uumher of fifty,) they are of very modern 
invention, and are hut the contrivances of ambitious or 
artful men to gratify their own vanity, or to obtain money 
from the vanity ancl fnlly of others. They have raked 
from the bigotry and chivalry of the dark ages. of the old 
world, the names of certain orders, which never had any 
conoexioo with ancient masonry. These modern iostitu-
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tioos are no more br11uehes of the masonic system, than 
they are of the orders, whose titles they assume. 

The pretence that masons are possessed of any peculiar 
k nowledge, is as fallacious as their claim to a supernatu­
ral and antediluvian origin. But if they possess all that 
they pretend to have, of what advantage is it to themselves 
or to mank ind 7 Suppose some cabalistic words have 
been preserved and transmitted by masons through ages, 
and that the fables they recite were true histories, how 
would it benefit theml.!elves or their fellow men 1 The 
world must again be covered with that darkness which 
excluded all moral and scientific light, before such know­
ledge can be of any use even to the possessors. 

But it is pretended that lodge~' are schools of the moral 
and physical sciences, and instruction iu these is promised 
to those who join the fratemity. I have never heard of 
any attempt to impart any other moral instruction than 
that which cou.ld be conveyed by precepts like these : 
That masons must live within the compass; walk upright 
as the plumb; must dea.l on .the square, and other such 
mystical advice. As to the ~iences, the whole ~>cope of 
instruction goes no further than frequently to remind the 
brethren than the suo rises in the cast and sets in the 
west, and rules the day, and that the moon rules the 
night. 

T hat we may be in no danger of violating the secrets of 
muonry, of having our judgments biassed by the antiquity 
it c laims, or by respect for the many great and good men 
whose names are on the list of its votaries, let us for a 
moment put it out of view, and suppose that it were now 
proposed to estahlish a society, which, with awful solem­
nities, and dreadful denunciations, should impose secrecy 
on its members; that they should separate themselves 
from the rest of mankind, and establish an intelligen~e 
by which they could, under any circumstances, make 
themselves known to each other; that the duties of the 

: ~mhers, in regard to themselves, should be incompatible 
with the general order of society ; that when a member of 
the as~nc i ation sl,onld make himsP.If known to another, be 
·might look to that other for special favor, whether it was 
to be dispensed at the polls of an election, from the jury 

,,box, or from the bench. Suppose that the member& or 
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this association were bound to screen each other, as far as 
in their power, from all e1•il, by concealment ; or by more 
active exert ions, to relieve them from all dange-rs and diffi­
culties, however they might arise from demerit. Let us 
suppose that all these obligations were to be imposed with 
awful religious ceremonies, and with ~a ngumary and 
horrible penalties, of which each member should consider 
bim~elf pledged to be the executor. We may suppose 
this institution to have many grades, and that, at every 
advance, there are uew c.eremonies, new oaths, and new 
penalt ies, the higher differing from the lowest, ouly in 
grossness of absurdity, and impiety of imprecations. T hat 
t he members of this new institution decorated themselves 
with the trappings of royalty, and bestowed on each other 
sacerdotal, aristocrat ic, and even royal titles. I f such a 
society were now to be proposed, who would hesitate to 
say that it would be profane, and incon~i~tent with our 
religious, moral, social, ;tnd r}olitical in~titutious. One of 
the most serious ohjrctions which might be urged to such 
an institution, would be its frequent admini:;tration of 
oaths. There would be dan~er that even these obliga­
tion!', however solemu ly imposed, would become so fa­
mil iar as to be lillie regarded ; and the simple adjurations 
of a court of ju~rice, administer~-<d with the least possible 
ceremony, would appear, when compared with the awful 
ceremonies of the society, to 1lesen•e hut s light considera­
t ion. lf the supfl<JsP.d oath impnsed obligations which 
could not he fulfilled without a violation of the duties of a 
citizen, and incleed without crime, ewery honest man 
would shriult from the lite ral inte rpretation of it, and 
wuuld fi nd a rP. fugP in construing it so as to recnncile it to 
his conscit.>nce; rejer.ting !!uch pArts as he dicl not fincl ac­
cepta hle. 0.-~rhs, with which there must be so much 
tampering, c.mld not but ha1•e a pernicious effect on 
society. Bur t he~c effects would be ~t ill more deplorable, 
were the oath~ tn be oh~ep·pd according to thPir letter. 

Masonry cli~cla irn:; all inte rf~rence in political matters. 
I f, in this country, she has taf>en any part in the conten­
tions of politicians, it ha!l only been of latP.. While I was 
connected with the :;ocioty, I had el'ery reason to believe 
that she observed the forhP.arance she 31'{)WS. But it 
must be ouvious, that the whole machinery of the institu-

10 
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tion is peculiarly adapted to political intrigue; and though, 
in our country, its iuftueuce may not have been perceived 
by any party, yet we see that in a sister Republic, eo far 
from its being cousidered the duty of the fratemity to 
keep apart frnm politics, the partiPs whose dissensions 
distract the Commonwealth, are arranged under different 
masonic denomiuations. Scotch masous, and York ma­
sons, in th&.t country, no less designate masons of difterent 
sect:~, than they do parti~ans of diflereut politics. If 
lodges may be con verte(l iuto secret political clubs, they 
ought to be feared in a fr(!e country. 

It has often occurred to me as a little extraordinary, 
that in this repuhlican country of ours, where we claim to 
be such pure democrats, there should he manifested in 
those who ber.ome rnasonR, such a paRsion for finery, pa­
geantry, dignities, and titles. Oue who affects to despise 
the blue or red rit.band, the star and garter of an English 
lord, (Jr the coronet of a foreign priuce, cluthes himself 
with the utmost complaceucy, in all the colors (1f the rai~ 
bow, and decorates himself with as many jPwels and 
medals, as are worn hy an Iuclian chief. He expects 
from the fellr>IVS of his community, to be add res---ad by the 
tit les of Worshipful, Most Wor:!hiJ>ful, ~;xct>llent, Most 
Excellent, lll n~tr iuus, and Most Il lustrious, wi1h as much 
certainty as the greate::~t drspi'll in the world require~ from 
bis :;laves a rccogui1ion of the rauk he as~urnes. We see 
from the masuuic notict>s daily puhlished in our papers, 
that Kr:ight, Prince, aud even King, are fa01iliar ti1 les, 
by which tho!!e to whum they belong are always addreAsed 
by their brethreu in t hPi r assemblies. " To his Most 
Illustrious Highue~s. Prince of the Royal Secret of the 
thirty-third degrPe," is a title which emblazons the name 

. of many a good republican in this community. Foreigners 
must think wa are not less fond of the show, and trap-; 
pings, and tttle!l of ari><tocrncy and royalty, than any other 
people, when tlwy see that we are so eaJ!er to adopt 
them, in the only way tolerated hy our political consti­
tut ions. 

It is true there is ~omething of equality in this, inas­
much as every man, of every grade, and e1·ery complnion, 
may be invegterl with all the finery, and the magnificent 
.titles of the order. All others, however 1 are rivalled bJ 
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the splendor of the Black Lodges of this city, headed by 
their Respectaule a nd Worshipful :Masters. 

I ha-ve known many person:~ whose brains have been 
turned by their ele vation from humble occupations to 
royal titles and imagiuary thrones. Indeed, l have never 
known a ve ry great mason, who was not a very g reat fool. 
I beg to he uuderstood. I do not mean by very great 
masons, those who have stood highest iu the estimation of 
the c raft, aud who have attained the highest masonic 
hOnors. I do not foq~et that the uames of Washington, 
Clinton, W ttrren, La Fayette, Franklin, R ohert R. Liv­
ing!lton, J at:kson, and Marshall, are justly the hoast of 
the fraternity ; nor is it po~sihle that I should ever forget 
that I have seen many venera ted clergymen , sanctifying 
by their presence and their prayers the labors, as well as 
the refreshments of a lodge. Bat l mean by great ma­
sons, those who are proud of their pompous titles ; who 
are f<\nd of decoration!!; who persuade themselves that 
the alfairs of the world turn upon ma..,oonry; that without 
it, society could hardly exist, or if it did, would be de­
prived of its fairest ornament, a nd most beneficial ar­
rangement. 

It may be asked, how it happens that I should have been 
so long a mason and not unul this time ~xpressed my dis­
approhatinn of the institution. It is true, it is nearly 
forty years since I became a member of the masonic 
frate rnity, hut I began to question its utility long ago. It 
must be fifteen or twenty years since I oolonged to any 
lodge, and some eight or ten years that I have nnt been 
within the walls of a lodge room. Dnring this time, I 
have not he~itated to e xpress opinions i.n accordance with 
what I have now written. 

When I was hardly twenty-one years of age, I was 
initiated iu a lodge in New- York, which was disting uished 
for the respectability of its members. All of these I 
knew mu!!t have submitted to whatever would be required 
ofme. My confidence, t hat t hey would not have dooe 
any thing wrong, induced me to pass through the required 
forms with very little-too little consideration. A like 
4eference fo r the example t>f others, led me from step to 
step, with the same inconsiderateness. It was not till t be 
bJJOJ4DCY of youth had passed, that I began to see the 
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vanity and folly, and, as I thought, the evil tendency of 
masonry. Morgan's fate has, I acknowledge, strengthened 
the unfavorable impressions 1 entertained previou~Iy to 
his murder. Since that eveut, I ha\·e thought the insti­
tution not only idle and useless, hut this horriole catas­
trophe has e viuccd that its mysteries may engender 
infatuatil)ll that will stop at no crime. Si1oce that event, 
I have believed it would be a relinquishment of a tluty I 
owed to soci~ty, if l sufrered my respect fc,r those vene­
rated men who have left the world to believe that masonry 
was approved by them, prevent me from expressing the 
conl'ictiuns of my own mind of its merits. The example 
of the many who ha1·e stood as high in the ranks of 
masonry as in the estimation of the world, would have 
inducetl me to have buried my own thoughts in silence. 
I should have been awed by their opin i1111S c•1uld I be 
sure that these patrons, of whom masonry so justly boasts, 
deliberately examined the merits of the institution; but 
when 1 reflect how many years of my life were pa!<sed 
before I gave the subject due consideration, I cannot but 
suppose that they, like myself, fc1r a long time, may have 
been content to rest on the example of their predecessors, 
and that they ha\·e left their successors free to express 
their op.inions. If these are unfavorable to masonry, no 
one can say that they are in opposition to what would 
ha1·e been the deliberate judgment of the persons whose 
great examples are considered of such authority. 

l am happy that the letter I have had the honor to re­
ceive from you, affords me an opportunity to express, in 
such a manner as I presume will give them publicity, my 
sentiments on this subject. I have reason to believe 
they are in accordance with those of many good and 
respectable men who are masons; and who, I hope, will 
not by their silence, sutTer their example in becoming 
masons to ha,·e an undue influence. I come forward the 
more readily at this moment, when I think no party or 
unworthy motive can be imput~d t(l mEl; when the ex­
citement occasioned by the murder of Morgan, has sub­
sided into a ju~t abhorrence of the guilty; and when the 
question is not wnllther every mason is not a bnd man, 
but whether masonry is not a bad institution. I believe 
that it doea no good that might not. be accomplished by 
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far better means. Its secrecy and extensive combinations 
are daugeruus. Its tille;,s and trappings are vain, foolish; 
aod inconl!istent with our republican in ~titutious. Its 
preten,.ions are absurd, fallacious and impious; and its 
ceremonies and my~teries are profane, and lead many to 
believe that they impose obligations paramount to the 
laws. However limi1ed the iuftueuce of my opinions 
might be, I :<h•mlu be sorry to eud my life, lea1•ing it to 
be belie1·ed that I had li1·ed and died the advocate of an 
iListitutiou of which 1 entertain such views. 

REMARKS ON THE CHARACTER OF FREEMASONRY. 

&triM:! from "" Atl.dreJ8 by R"·· Jl(fJ$e8 Thacher, of Wre~~lham1 JIIJ#. m 
the oocu1iqoo of hu l tetdrllg frtm• tl~ M~llic [Ttstibdion. 

TH£ snhject to which I dellire to call your attention, 
is, the staurling which 1 h;~ve retained for some time 
past, in relation to the masonic in~ titution. Although 
I am a mini~ter of the go~pel, set avart to take the over­
sight of this church an•l people; yP.t, far be it from me 
to feel myself ahove making conc~>ssinns and retractions, 
whe rein I have done wrong. That I lt11ve done wrong in 
uoiting my@t•l f to the ma~onic society, nod given ju11t oc­
casion of offence to some of my Chrl~tian friend~, I am 
now fut:y C11wv inced. I am sa tl~fied, by a knowledge of 
facts, which have rPcent ly heen presented to my mind, 
and which have placed me hcynnd a reasonable doulJt, 
tbat the in!ltitution i~ very different, in nature ancl utility, 
from what I anticipnted when I first hecame a memher. 
1 then joined upon the assuriince of others of its great 
antiquity, of the purity of its t•rinciple~, and the many 
advantag<.>s which it would present to me ns a minister of 
the go~pe l. Not with~ t:mcling I verily thought, that 1 
could depend upon those assurances; I have since fi>Und, 
to my sorrow and c!i~gu~t, that I have been deceived and 
disappointed. By the~e remarl1s, I do not mean tq cast 
reflections upon those who gave me such m;surances. 
Tiley were doubtle~ deeei"Ved; and I feel much more dis­
poled to apply to myself the denunciation, "Cursed is the 

It• 



114. OPINIONS ON i'RE£11ASOI'IR1'. 

m~tn thnt tru!teth in m:tn ;" than harshly to censure those, 
who were, perhaps, the ·innocwt occn~ion of my folly. 

With regarrl to the antiquity of the insti tution, I hue 
fonn ol, by well auth eo nticated facts, that it cannot be traced 
fartlu>r l>ack than to the sixt~enth century. J find that 
the fir~t lodge of Freemnsons ever i n~t ituted, was lounded 
in l..~rmclon, and that the first, which emanated from this 
original !<tock, was as late as A. D. 1717. These fi1cls 
are so authentic, that I teet myself warrantee! to say, 
beyond a reasonable doubt, th.tt the in~titntion is, com· 
paratively, of recent origin. When theret(,re it professes 
to teach doctrine~ allll li1cts by tradition, from l>eto re the 
flood, from the !lay~'< of Solomon, or Hen from the com­
mencement of the Clll'i~t ian t>ra; it is e·,·ident that the 
institntion is madP to !'peak a lie; a lie too, which, more 
than almost any thing el;;e, has been the m~ans of infold­
ing in the ho~om of the socir. ty, the vast multitudes, who 
have cle,•otetl them~elves to its intere~ts. 

In respect to th t- prir~ciples of the in:<litution, it may be 
remarked, that t hi~ socie!y,diffcrent from any other, holds 
two classes. The one class of principles, i~, its costume, 
or drcs~, in which it appears hetore the puhlic. These 
principles ar(', ch;lrity,* nooral virtue, social intercourse, 
&c. 1111 good in the abstract. The other class of princi­
ples con~ists in secrecy, secret signs anti obligations, and 
secret doctrines. Upon these latter IH'inciples the whole 
in»titution is erectP.ol. This circumstance hns rlouhtless 
deceived m11ny. It deceived me. For a consiMrable 
time, I thought the in~titution was built upon those prin­
ciple!l, which I now find to be merely exterrwl, de~iJ!ned 
for proless.ion and show. The institution, instead of 
being huiit upon charity, and moral virtue, is built upon 
thP. secret principle.~, which l have mentioned ; and these 
are principle;~ by which genuine masons must be guided, 
however they may clash with other rules. 

• It is not b~r,. admitlet!1 I bat this is the o.:.harity which "see.k· 
etb not her own." All lh<lt masonJ, a1 1uch, ever b~stow~d, in 
what tbf:'y call "charity,'' is bcstow"d prtcist:ly on tb~:: same 
principl~:: that a mutual fire in~urance company as!ist one of their 
own members in makinJ< up the lou which ht has sustained by the 
devouring tolt:!iutnt. ThiP is a "charily," which lht:! sufft:rer bat 
a ril!ht, i!l t'!juity, to dtmand, in considt:ration of what be ba.a al­
read1 thrown into the common stock. 
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That the masonic inRtitution has its obligatio,.,, no 
mason will deny. The great and impor·tant quel!tioo, 
which no\v agitates the public mind, is, Whnt i~ thE' na­
ture or these obligations'/ Do thMe who take ma~onic 
obligations resign their li\·es to the disposal of the society ; 
or does the society holt! itself autllorizetl to take 1./te life 
of any individual or individual~, who m<1y he con~idt> red 
as h;ll'ing viola!l•d it~ secret laws '! l\s it respects my.;t>lf, 
I have told masons repeatedly, that th~ moment I bN·ame 
convinced, that there was nny thing in rnasnnic nhliga­
tion!! which either authorized or sanctionetl the intl iction 
of 1leath, as a penalty, in case of viol<lliun, l would re­
nouuce ma~oory immediately. But I have now to con­
fes::, with pai n and sorrow, that a knowledge of lacts has 
p htce1l it beyond a doubt in my own mimi, that the ma­
sonir, fr~ternity, as a hoi!y, do mt'll ll to hold the lives of 
individual memhers at thl'il' di::po~a l . It does appenr by 
numerous lact~, substantiated loy plenary evidence, that a 
free citizen of these United States has not only betn kid­
napped anti murdered by masons, but that this awful 
trauMnction wns C••ntrivE'd and f.'x ecute.d hy 11•.asonic bodie1. 
It does appear, that ma~ouic bodies, ~nch as l.o1lges, 
Chapters, and Encampment~, have secr~tE'd and fncilil<tted 
the escape of the murderers; nnd that they did ~e•ul the 
one, who executed the littal oleecl, out of the country as 
soon as pos•ible.* W~>re tl proper, at thi;; time, I think 
I C(luld furnish ~ufficll!nl e\•itlence ()f whnt I have stated, 
to sati$fy any C:ll\dirl mind. But ~uch conduct a8 1 h i~ , I 
mu~t consider n lair comment upon thl! secret priuciples 
of t he institution. 
Be~ides, it appears to have been a fact, that the Gene­

ral Grancl Chapter of the United StatE's was in ses~ion, in 
the city of New York, at the time William Morgan was 
~ken from Batavia, and that an express w<~s J t>spatl'.hed 
immediately to inform the Grand Ch<~pter what hod taken 
place, nnd what wa!ltlone with the nuhappy victim. From 
t he silence of the Gener-dl Grand Cha1•ter on the snhject, 
w e mu~t draw the natural inlereoce, that it did, virtually, 

• Set the Affida\'it of Avery Allyn, bC'fon: Horace Holtl.-n, Esq. 
of tb~ city of New York, March 2U1 11129 ; also of John Maon, be­
fore J ut.lg~; Ti•dale, of G t:De1ee. 
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to say the least, sanction the outr-<~ge. The question also 
may be asked, Has any Grand Lodge in the United tHates1 
or any Grand Chapter, or Gr.uad Encampment, or tbe 
General Gr-dnd Chapter, or General Gr·and Encampment, 
ever di.,avowed thut the secret principles of the in~titution 
do IHIIhorize and sanction the intliction of death as a 
penalty? Not to my knowlerlge; and it may he pre­
sume•! they ne,•f'r have. But uutll these gener-.t l hollies 
do thi~, it matters not what individual ma.S(ms, or indi­
vidual lodges, may say on the suhject ; because they all 
act itt suiJonlination. Unless the Grant! Lodge of i\la~~a­
<;husetts, for cxampiP., disavnw the prerogative to inflict 
death as a po.>nalty, it i~ vain for any inrlil'idual lodge, or 
lot!g••s, in the Commonwealth to disavow it; l~> r a ll the 
lo•lges in the Commonwealth are in subor•lination to the 
Gran,l Lo•lge. Of what avail would it be for thi~ town 
to say, that the law of thi~ Commouwealth does not de­
nounce the pen.11ty of death again~t the munlerer, unless 
the government of the State come out and say l'O too! 
.But I have eviclence, that William Mt>rgan is not the first, 
who has liallen a victim to masonic v~ngennce. l have 
been informer! by as many as three different person~, (all 
ma!lon,:,) that a man wt~s H put out of the way," that is, 
secretly murdered, a fe w years ago, by the Urand Lndge 
of a neighboring State.* ln convf>r~ing also, with ma­
sons of high ~tanding, I have never he01rd any of them, 
of a ce rtain character, express thP least regret thflt Mor­
gan was put to death ; but only that he was not vut to 
death more secretly. A High Priest of the order, ~orne 
time since, told one of my brethren in the ministry, that 
he hntl no doubt that Morgan wa~ put to rleath,and that he 
ought to l>e put to death ouwasonic principles. With these 

• Til• circuo.stanc:.,s, as rt:lah:cl tum~ hy a mason of bi)!b ~tand­
ing. an•:l wh,) ~rill rHains such stancling w ilh tht f rat•rnily, we re 
auh!lantially thut: :-A memb~r of th~ D>a~onic in•tilut in11, whom 
I will call A. H. and who lived in one of th<:: hack towns of flt'­
-••• , look C. U., and marle him a mason, as the masvos would 
aay, "illtgllll,v ;'' gi\· in~ him such insl rtKtions that h e «worked 
hims..Jf iotu a l odg~." <.; . (). retaiot·d th is ill~l!al Plandinl{ for 
l<ltBe lime, anrl rendered hi•m~lf so familiar with the "work,' ' 
that ht: ohtaint'cl ao offic.,, I think tha t of junior ur seoinr w~rden. 
By and by iaowt·\"tr, "illeaked nut," that C. D. had bet-n made 
a matoo ill::gallf1 and by whom ; when th~ lodge " made ~ia 
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facts in view, is it pos~ible to g<'t rid of the impres~ion, 
th:tl the ma•onic institution is a bloud-surined in~titution? 

I om, moreover, snti!ltied, from \\hat I h:ll'e htlt•ly seen 
of the history of the in~titution, and the hi~tory of its de­
grPes, that it leads on ster• hy step into intidt'lity. 'J he 
distinction between :1ncit>nt anti rnorlE-rn Freemasonry is 
altogeth~r without lonncl<~tion. It is all modeNI. It is 
all directly C>~lculat etl to promote th(' tle~ign!l of infidelity. 
T he three fir~t degn·e~, it Is true, are not ~o exceptionable 
as the hight>r; but still thry are exceptional til', e~pccially 
as they pertain to a 1110dern institution. Even in these 
degrees, the l\:ta~t er, if he procP.eds accorclin!! to rule, 
per>~onifies, and places him~clf instcacl of, the Deity, in a 
kincl of mock imit.ttion of the most augu~t scene whicb 
w a$ ever witne~secl eithPr by men or angel~; nnd whicll 
God permilterl to he witnc•Red only hy the latter. It is 
berP., (anct mO$OM will well nnclel'!'tancl me,) the 1\bster 
of the Lodge, in repr~;>senta tion of what he is ahout to do 
hi m~elf~ cites th<~t mo~ l sublime pa~~age of Holy Writ, 
".llwl God said, LP-t there be liP.ht, and there 111'0' li15ht.'' 
It Is he re , also, he stand~, anti p rofesst~!l to imitate the in­
fin ite and etern11l Gocl, who ~pakt:' light into exi~tence! 
If the institution were nf divine origi11, as ma~ons have 
pretended, aoot tit is wo1 k were never performed except 
by tho!\e l'l'ho have a becoming ravPrence lor the DPity, 
it would niter the case matPrially. But, bt·ing 11 mPre hu­
man contrivance, fostPred too, in an age of iufidelity, and 
mnnaged, as it fr('qu('ntly i~, by men; who have the high­
est contempt lot· serious things ; the in8titution mus t l•e 
dit"ectly calculated, even in the three lower tlegrees, to 
barclen the heart, ancl l•unish from the mind the fear of 
Gocl. What then should he thought of the highe r de­
grees, in which the infinite God is still more $trikingly 

onr again," ancl he w~s suff~r~<cl lo rt<taio hi! standing with the 
fraternity. Soon after this, A. 13., whn ha-i thu~ viohot~d his ma­
sonic obligations, happ~n · ·d to lJ~ in 1'••••-n•. at the time the 
Grand Lodgt: was iu 6ttssinn, which sumcrH>n~d him to appear be­
fore them. C. 1>. ob~y~d 1lw summons, an cl wa~, by th" Grand 
Lodgc:o, " put out of th" WRY," ~"secretly, that his friends thought 
he hRd ab5C<>Dd~ct, anrl this wa• the geueo·al r .. port.-Tht: saaoe 
maeon, who rdntetl tom .. th .. fe circum$lanet·t, exprt>Sit<d his re­
gret that the" !'t1organ :ilfair" hac! not beE'n con.lnctt:d IU ltcretly, 
and thereby prevt:nted all this noise and corumotion. 
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p enonijied by mortal worms; where his sacred n11me-s and 
att ributes are u11ed as pcm-words, and mock miracles a re 
w rought as signt; as ev~ry mason knows, who has taken 
the~e c.l~grees '{ He re too, is another cause of delusion; 
thnt is, the pretence, that what pertain~ to the Royal Arch, 
an1l its preparatory degrt'e~, is ancient masonry. It is 
capat.le of the most s<~ti~tilcl o ry proof, ~hat nothing was 
k nnwn of w hat is callecl " Roy<~l Arch M11sonry," even 
as early as 1730. It cannot b~ traceil even to En:rlish 
origin. It has not been toler:~ ted in Euglancl. In 1799, 
anJ thing highe r thnn the three ti rRt degrees of mHsoory, 
was prohibited by law.* Upon the S<lrue stock ha~ been 
gra[Pcl the Knights' clegrees, w hich ma~ons prc>fe~s to 
t r llC(! to J e ruRale m. But Professor Robison,t spei!ldng of 
a certilin lodgP.1 $iluate at Lyons, in France , says, " We 
k now th<~t t his lodge stoocl, ;cs it wPre , Ill the heacl of 
Frenc.h FreemaQom·y, ancl that the fictitious order of Ma­
~n ic K r~igkts 1'e111pW.n was fort~ted i 11 this lodge, tmd 
'Wa.J cor.sidered us the model of all the rest of this mimic 
chival"Y·" Here, then, it is t~ viclent, thnt the Knights' 
degree;; orig-inatc1tl in infi rlel France, at a time wlcen infi­
deli:y generally prevailed in that nation, noel when intitlels 
had t hE< cont rol of 11lmost a ll the loclges on the continent 
of EuropP.. This will account fn r th<>ir horrid oaths, and 
for some of their cP.remonies, too shocking to hP. named 
on thi~ occasion.t Connected in the same chain, aa·e the 

• ::'tt: the work on Fr.,.,masonry1 by •• A Master Mason." 
t I' roo II of {;on~ piracy. 
i I nav:: it ou th ~ bt'!l aothnrily, that a part of one obligation. 

admini!lt-r*<d t o an lllu!tr•ous Kuight, ru11s in the fQlJow in~t man­
n cr :-'• You furth~r sw•-ar thai shuu ld you tv~r know a compau­
ioo viol at .. a ny t:lft:ntial part of this oblig11tion, you will USI' your 
most dt'c.d"d t•nd~a\'ort. by th ., bl .. ssic:g of Crod, lo briug surh ver­
•on to the strict .. st and mo•t co11diJ•n puuishm .. nt, al1l't'eably to the 
rul t's and usa!(t•s of our anci .. nt l'rRtt'mity; and thia by pointiug him 
out tu th<: world as an un worthy r.nd vicic.us vagahood, by l>p• 
posing hi~ interest, by dnan;dng his busin .. u, t.y tran~f~rring hi• 
charact .. r afu:r him whtrtver he may go, hy exposi•>J! him to the 
conkmpt of the: whole fra r .. rnity and of the world, but of our Jl. 
lustrious order more: I'Spt'cially, du ri nl! his whole natural life." 

In what is r~ !le-d the" $eakd Obligar ion," the novit iate " drinks 
wine (I'Om a human sk1.1ll, '' and swear!,-" As the sins ofr he whole 
worl•l wert: laid uvon the head .of the Sa viour, so may all th" sina 
collllllitted by the p erson wboee skull this wu, be beaptd 11p.0~ 
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"Ineffable Degree~/' in which, among other ceremonies, 
there is a mock celehration of th•! Lor·d's Supper! That 
these degrees nre in the same ~rtem of Freemasonry witb 
the prt>cerling, is evident, hecause the Freemason's M•mi­
toc pre~cribe~ the rule for this ~hocking ~ervice, wht>n 
"the Most Perfect pr·esents the cnncliclate with hr~><HI»nd 
wine, sayin~, eat of this hrearl with rue , nnd clrinl1 of the 
same cup.''* Such is the slwcldng nature of I hese tle­
gre~s, that it is perti•ctly nntural to (Hl~S on, from step to 
-step, uratil the Knight <Hiept of the Ea~le or Sun say" to 
the novitiate-" Behold thi~ mon~ter which you mn~t con­
quer- a serpent which W 8 clete~t as 110 idol that is 
ado reel by the idiot anti vulgar untler the name of H ELI­
GION !! !"t ~uch nlso ha~ bt•en the nrtful mnnagrment 
in some of these dPgrt~e~, that certain thiug~, most excep­
tionable, have ht>en wilhhololen from ~t-ril)u~, con~cieo­
tiou~ men, while they hnve heen Pxhihited to other~ nf a 
different character; which has tE'ncletl \'e ry much to tle­
Geive, 11nd ket>v in ignornnce, thost>, who would other­
wi;;~> have protestecl, anrl exposed the wicl<edness. I have 
sali~fi•ctory evidence, that ~ometlling wns witlaholdl'n fro m 
me, even in the Hoyal Arch Degree, which bas been 
com•nunicatcd to othe r;; .t 

my h.-a tl, in adrliliun lc> my own, ~t>ould I ~<nr knowingly or wil.­
fully vi<•lalo; or tnuo ~)(ro·ss any uhlig»liuu, tln•t I ha\·., h~ro·l<•fore 
tako:n , lake at this linw, nr ehall at auy future r~<riod lak't , in re­
l ation to any do;gr~<· "fnlli50tory or ord .. r of Knighlhoflol. ~" h• lp me 
God.''-Convo·roing with a miuisl~r flf th.- tli>PP~l , of t;oo<l Fland• 
ing, .,..llo had taken thi • oi.-gro·~, con~;".-rning lht< cert·mouy to ,..hrch 
I ber.- allud~, he rt"pli,.tl," I can sincer..Jy say, that I llt<VN rlrank 
wine out of a human alwll; hot w., have our altt•r•a./it·et ;" at 
•ke ~ame tiom: gh·ing me tn unrlt·rslanrl, that a lthOU![h this was 
the !.:gal ct:r .. mony. y..t, wh .. n it wa~ too ahhorrtnt to th~ novi­
tiat~, ho; was permilh·rl to ~~~~ a :uiJ.,W·u<t, whirh was int .. noled 
t o ro; prt:k.nl tho: sam .. thiug. Tho; samt- clo;rgymau t .,)d me, that 
one ortht oaths was st> ahhc>rrt-nt, that h t: rt:fust"d to suhFrriho; to 
it, without it~clntlinJ: a nmd•lion, which he considered as dt!lroy­
ing the rorce of th .. ohli~t ion. 

• Freo;m-ason't Monitor, !CO~, p. 2113. 
t So:e Barruel's History of Jacobiniem, and Professor Robison's 

Proofs of a Conspirary. 
f A miniatn of th• !?:""P"' inform~tl m<·, not lonf!" sinC'e, thai he 

took th iB d .. gree, h~for .. ht- btC'am~ a pro·aclotr; when an oblig11 tioo 
was a oimini•tt:red to• him ;>ltnJtt:lheras •·xr.~pt ionablt" as lht on«: per­
ta iP.iog lo lhil degree, rtm:alo:d by the Le Roy Convention. Th~ 
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Now, Christinn brethren and friends, as I am in pos­
se~sion of these li•ctl', and many more, which time would 
fail to mention, nod convinct>d, flS I nm, that the in~ t itu~ 
tion of Freemasonry is Anti·Christian, is it not my duty, 
as a Christian ancl a miniMiet· of the gospe l, to come out 
and leave it? Can tJWSMIS 1Jh1me me for coming I'Ul and 
leaving the institution ? But, it will IJe ~aitl , "Why did 
you not corue out LJel(,re ?" l nnswer; I was not in pos~ 
ses.<~ion of these ti1cts IJetore, IJy which I might he con~ 
l'ioced. It is not long ~ince ~orne of these ti1cts first 
carne before the public. For a vl'ry considen•ble time, I 
was so bliutled, a~ l'ince rely to lwli(' \'C, and ~ny, that the 
commotion in lite wel'tern part of our country, w;rs merely 
a political excitement. Others, per·hap~, think 80 slill. 
But, being uudeceived with re~pect to these t:•cts, I ha ve 
l'ery natur11lly heen led to look at other>~; to c~ xamine, 
c oolly and delihen•tely, the hi•tory of the inslitutiorr, the 
bl:<tory and nature ot its liegre<'s, Hod the r•atnre of its 
secret principles. This tleliiJerate examination ha~ brought 
my mind, irresistibly, to the result, which I present IJeti, re 
y on this ..Jay. 

But,'' Why did yor1 not withdraw ~f'cretly, ancl silently, 
from the institution, say nothing, either lclr or again~t it, 
aud save the excitemcut, which must re~ult from an open 
r enunci:1tion ?" Answe r. Such a cours'!, I orrce thOII!(ht , 
and saul, was the most juo!iciou3. I did not think it 
aeussary, that any per·~on should come ont in thi;; open 
manner, on the ~up(IO~ition that it was he~t to leave the 
institution. But, I have h~cc>rn P. Cl;nvincetl, that I could 
not pursue thi~ cour~e coMcie~rtiously. Relie,·in;r, a,; I 
firmly and sincerely llo, that the ma~onic ini<litntion is 
.Anti·Chri~tian, I could not tli~ch:m?;e my duty hy with­
drawing in silence. Now, I ask, Christi.111 brethrl'n and 
friends, on the ground that th~ iu~titution is what I 
have s tated, an•llt~ secret principle- of such a natnn~ as 
have been pointt>d out, \orhe ther you can tiP.>ire me to 

clergyman furtht<r stattd, that in lh" obli!:alion atltnillis•~rt·d to 
h im, t ht< cla11'" IC113 inclu•ltd, "murbr a·11d 1 rta <On ~uT r:rctrl•d." 
.lir: r~colh:l"ltd thi~, frnm the following drcumsrno<"t:; a B~p list 
broth.r, who was "t-xalr .. cl" at tht samo: timo, wirh himsdf, 
1tnpped, whtn the High l'a·itst cam~ to this clause, aod asked 
"If it was so?" 
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leave to your s1ms my name and influence, as a minister 
of the gospel, in fi•vor of the iusti tuti<>n? On the ground 
that thP. in~titution is what has been represente:d, tlo you 
desire, that yonr childl'en may have to plead an excuse 
for becoming Freema~on~, what thousands ha vc done with 
r espect to other ministe r;; of the gospr l, that" yo11r mi11· 
ister- w;~s a Frremasou ?" But this must certaini.Y be the 
cnst•, wt·re I to with.lraw from the institution in silence. 
Should I do thi~, I mu~l neces~arily leave the weight of 
my name, example and intluence, however light they 
might appear, in favo•· of the institution. But this I can· 
not clo. In j u•tice to my own con~cience, in jul'lk.e to the 
young anti ri~ing generation, <~n1l in justice to the cause of 
Christ, I must come out, openly and honestly, anrl rleclare 
my connexion with the masonic institution dissol1Jed. 

CORRESPONDENCE IN RELATION TO THE HISTORICAL 
EVlDENCE OF THE EXI~TENCE OF FRE EMASONRY 

PRIOR TO THE LAST CENTURY. 

B osTON, Nov. 11 , 1829. 
To the Pre.sident and Profeuon of the Theologicol Semina ry, Andover, Moos. 

Gl!NTLEMEN,-In orde r to the acquisition and diff'usion 
of light on the suhject of Freemasonry-a suhject rleeply 
affecting the welfare of our country, the citizens of B0s· 
ton, at a g reat public meeting, appointed the unde rsigned 
a committee to promote inquiries into the nature of its 
claims. 

lu p!Jrsuance of this duty the Committee found it to 
be expedient, in order to arrest the nttention, and satisfy 
the diver"ity of opinion~ on th<l suhject, to have recourse 
to diffe rent sou rces of information, because the te!ltimony 
that would influence the opinions of some, would have lit· 
t ie or no e ffect upon those of others. 

T he views the Committee have , gentlemen, in addreg. 
sing you upon this subject, are not to elicit masonic signs, 
pass-words, or grips-for these are all known ; but their 

11 
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object is simply to ask your opinions upon a historical 
fact, belie1•iug that your familiar acquaintance with orien­
tal literature mn~t have furni shed you with the means of 
a reply without much further research. The question is 
the followi ng, viz;-' I s thert! any lwown hist0ry to justify 
the belief that Speculative or Freemasoury had exi~tence 
prior to the last c•·ntury ?' It claims an origin coeval 
with time, and many bcliPve it-some however douht. 

The expres~inn nf your l!eutiniP.nts upon the foregoing 
question, in writ iu,!!', will very much oblige your re:;pect­
ful and obedient St.!rvaut!'<. 

GEORGE ODIORNE, 
J()!J N D. WILLIAMS, 
A 11.\ E R P HEI .. PS, 
FBN.J. W. LAMB, 
WILLIAM MAR~TON, 
H E,RY G,\::;sETT. 
JONATHAN FRENCH, 
TIJO.\IA::i WALLEY, 
J> AN IP.L WELD, 
EBENEZER WITIIINGTON, 
BEN.I. V. FRENCH, 
JOHN P. WHITWELL, 

Suffolk Cummittee. 

DR. WOODS' REPLY. 

TIIEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, ANDOVI'.R, ? 
December 7th, l ti29. 5 

To tho Sull'olk Commitlee. 

GENTLEMEN,-The question which you have proposed 
to me and my c~>llengnes re~pecting the origin of Free­
masonry, I shall anl<wer ver.v briefly. The que~tion I 
understand as r~lauug to what is esse11tiai to Freema­
aonry at the present time, -to what is peculiar to the 
systtm. 

T he antiquity of Freemasonry must be ll~termined in 
the same way as the antiqui1y of any thing else. Suppose 
we are asked, whether t here is reason to believe that war 
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existed in the time of David 7 We answer in the affir­
mative, and refer immediulely to the hislorical evidence. 
·we ha\'e a history which has every mark of genuineness 
and truth, which expressly infurms us that there was war 
in his day!l; and that he wa.8 actively engaged in it. 
And th is fact agrees with the known character of David, 
and with the circum~tance:; of the hn11-.litish nation in 
his days; and it i:; referred to m many of Ius P~alm!l, and 
in subsequent .Jewish writin)rs. T his is proof suflicieut. 
R ational belief rc~ts on evid ~~ nce, and this evidence we 
have. B11t suppose auy n•an sh•mld asl'ert that David 
understood the princ1ples of ElectJ icity as they are laid 
down by modern P hiln:>nphers, and that he wrote a book 
contaiuing th n><e llrincipl~<!': We ask him li•r Ius prooj: 
Is there any thing in Dadd's writiu_!!s, or in any other 
ancirnt writin~s, which show~ t hi~ 1 No. Is it prohahle 
that he under~tnod Electr ici•y, fr<•m the genP.ral state of 
philusollhical science in ancieut t imes 1 T he probability 
is on the other ~ide, especial ly as we arn nloln to trace the 
history of Electricity to its Mi~in in twuJern rimes. 

A gnin, IE't a mau as~ert that SnlmtH>I\ made a balloon, 
and that he frequrntly riHie in it frn111 Jeru~alf'm to Tyre, 
and someti111es took in H1r:-tm with hi111. We should put 
the ~arne que:<tion : Whnt t>viJienc·.e is there of this-'1 Dues 
any autheutic history a~'ert it; or cines the suppo,.itioo 
agree with Ollr i c!e~s of SIIIOilll>ll1S character, or with the 
kuowu circum~ta nce!$ of his times 1 A II men will say, 
there is un pn>of of the thing a~:<erted : of course it can­
not be believed. The aho\·e rf'ma rks show h11w I sup­
pose the qnestion respect ing tlu'l hi.rrh antiquity of Fn~e­
masonry nn~h t to he answered. If mnn as~er t tha t it 
exiMteu iu Solclmun's day~, and that he and H iram, King 
of T yrc, were Freemason~. w P. inrl'tire for proof.- Is 
there any h i,.t~>rica l evidence of tht-. fact 1·- WhP.re is that 
evidence fi)cHHI1 Is it in nny nncieut hook 7 Let the 
book be produced. Is it derin?cl from tradition 1 LP.t it 
be shown whem that trncliti .. n existed , and how it is tra· 
ced back tn the time of Solomon , or tn any period near 
that. Is it rleriv cd from a nem r~t·dotion 7 Let it be 
shown to whom the revelation was tlladP, and what cre­
dentials he had of his heinl{ authorizt>cl to tench it to oth­
tms. If there is any evidence whatever, let it be made to 
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appear. No reasonable man will ever assert an impor­
tant fact, with an expectation or desire of having it be­
lieved, without producing evidence to prove it. Now I 
have never seen or heard of any evidence, of any kind or 
drgree, in support of the pretended ant iquity of Freema­
sonry ; and I suppr>se the same is true of all others. 
W hat then can we dn, r.on!'i:nently with reason and com­
mou sense, but to withhold ou r belief. 

As to p1·oboble ev idence; it would he very proper to 
inqu ire, whether it can he reconciled to the acknowl­
edged character of Snlnmon, aud of the twelve Apostles 
to suppose, that they IJelnngecl to a soci~>ty, established 
on the priucip/e$ and practising the ritr; of Freemasonry. 
If the~e principles and rites are what the community at 
large unrlerstand them to he, and what Pr~<~:masuns tlwm­
selm:.~ undPr>~taud them to be, an answer to this inquiry 
would be no very difficult thing. 

I am, Gendelllen, wi th the greatest respect, 
Yours, & c 

LEONARD WOODS. 

-
PROFESSOR STUART'S REPLY. 

ANoovEn, DEc. 22, 1829. 
T o tho Suffolk Committcn in llostt)n~ f1~)pnintc41 to in'}uiro jnto the nature, princi­

r•lu.s und tentltmcy of Fn:.·cnuasonry. 

Gt::N'l'LEMEN, - ln answf'r to your inquir ies, respecting 
any tra(:es of the history of Frcemasuury, in ancient times, 
I reply, that it has not been my lot to lind any thing of 
this nature, in any book that 1 have ever perused, either 
in any of the Asiatic or E uropt>an languages. I take it 
to be a point conceded hy all li tc• rary meu , that ·no such 
traces exist, in any ancient record whatever. 

The pr~tence that Freemasonry was known in the time 
of Solomon, is refuted by the internal evidence which 
masonic books themselves contaiu. For example, they 
tell us that Hiram Abitf, the Gt·and Master Mason, was 
killed by Jubela, Jubelo, and Jubelum. It happens, un­
fortunately, however, that these names are formed, (and 
that by no very skilful master,) from the Latin language_, 
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lnd not from the Hebrew, to which they bear. not the 
slightest resemolance. All fl cbrew names are signifi· 
cant and h<n'e a Hebrew shapP.; and it requires but a 
moderate share of sk ill, to detect gross imposture in this 
pretended history of H iram Auilf. 

The same is n,aui li:slly the case, in rega rcl to a lnrge 
class of names, which are given out by n1asonic books as 
very ancit•Jlf ; e. g. lluh, G ibli mites, Toullurnith, Lisha, 
J aobert, Tito, Harrorlim, J uha, (.4. uimani, which the 
books say means, I am that I nm,) Juhilurn, Akirop, Si· 
dach, Solo, and many others. If the meaning of masonic 
books lu~, what it seems to he, that these have come down 
from the days and the lan<Tuagn of Solomon, it is g ross . " lmpol'tnre. 'fhe~e names would fc>r the most part, ba as 
good Hebrew, as t l /;rcu:rulabrn is Eugl ish. 

If what the hook!! state, al:«), about the u~e of such 
name>~ as J ah, Je l'ah, J <>1•ah, Shaddai, Ad<>nai, be true, 
(names of the adorahle GodhtJ~d , in the Hebrew Jan· 
guage, and iutrotluc"d it would seem, hy some lll<lsnns 
who had a Slllatt uring of the Hebrew languagA ; ) if it be 
true that these names are n:;cd in the connexion and 
mann~r in which the hooks of masnns d11Ciare them to be, 
tht>n it is certain that tl u~ name of G()d is profanely u:-ed. 
And what can I ~RY of the Animaui, which is pretcuded 
to mean, I (1111 f ltaf I am? I corde~"• that 1 cannot help 
shuddering at 1he nm•1nE'r in whi1;h thi5 is statP.d to l>~ 
used, in books puhli~herl hy memhc rs l>f the masouic fra­
ternity. Wheth P. r the accountt-, hr,wever, frt)ln which 1 
take this, are true, is of conr~e more than I am able to 
vouch fc> r. It is nnly on the suppo~ition that tlley nre so, 
t hat my remarks cau have any bearing on the subject of 
masoury. 

If these accounts are true, thP.n it is time that erery 
man in our community ~lwulrl know it. T hat any class 
of men among u~ sh.,old be encouraged to expect protec­
t ion in all ca~es , " mur<IPr and treason not excepted," i:'l 
what institutions like oms can nc ,•e r sanct1nn ; aucl the 
eyes of all should be opened wide in relation to this 
!!latter. 

If t h<'!<e accounts 
themselves, and to 
from such charges. 

are not true, the masons owe it to 
the world, to viurl icate themselves 
£ gpecially is this the case, inasmuch 
11* 
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as these charges are made by men of good standing, of 
unimpeachable integrity and veracity, and who have a 
perso•1al acquaintance with all the secret~:~ of masonry. 
For my part, l shall be exceedi ngly glad to see these 
charges refuted ; as it would greatly relieve my mind in 
regard to many estimable men, belonging to the masonic 
order. But l see no way to get rid of the force of the 
testimony in question, until a counter-statement is made, 
which is worthy of credibility. 

For a long tillle, I neither knew nor cared much about 
this snbjllct. But recent attention to it, has filled roe 
with a!;tunishment ; and as to some things contained in 
it, with horror. T he trifling with oaths, and with the 
awful names of the ever bles:~ed God, is a feature 1 can­
not contemplate but with deep distress. 

I am, Gentlemen, 
Your friend and obedient servant, 

MOS ES STUART. 

BosTON, Nov. 4, 1829. 
To tho President and Prorunors or Harnrd Univeroity. 

Gt::NTLE~tEI",-At a numerous meeting of the citizens 
of Bnston and vicinity, the undersigned were appointed a 
committee to inquire into the origm, nature, and princi­
ples of Freemasonry. 

In perfimn in~ the duties assigned them, they find the 
Masouic ln~titution to claim an origin of much greater 
autiquity than is snppo1 ted by any well authenticated his· 
tory that the undersigned have yet been able to meet 
with. T hey have di~corerecl no book on Freemasonry 
written prior to l72:t Since that period to the present, 
the future historian will hal'e ample materials to pro1•e the 
exilitence of the iuslltution. The masonic writers, whic.h 
the committt>e ha1•e yet seen on the antiquity of Freema· 
sonry, appear to rely on tradition. But tradition is not 
asked for. It would seem natural to expect, that a 
society, claiming fi•r its members, the worthy, the learned, 
and the great, iu all ages and countries, should have, at 
least, something more to be relied on, to prove its very 
existence, than vague tradition. 

Tbe disclosures which have been made, and the con-
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sequent growing excitement, that has arisen in our 
country on this suhject, appear to justify a fearless and 
thorough investigation. Truth and impart ial ity are alone 
sought for. It has occurred to the untlPrsigned, that the 
course most likP.Iy to give satb:factiou to the public, in 
the present inquary, was to vres,..ut the histoncal que:::tion, 
as to the origin uf Freemasonry, to the decision of high 
minded and honorahle geutlemen of profound learning 
and research. Men auove su~picion, and in poss~ssioo of 
tl1e most ancient and cxtP.nsive librariell in this couutry. 

The special ohject of this applicaa ion is, respt>ctfully 
t~ request an answer to the following historical question, 
l ' IZ. 

Is there any known history, to justify the belief, that 
Speculative, or Freemasonry, had exi~tence prior to the 
la~t century 1 

The expression of your sP.nti~Pnts, in w•·iti ng-, on the 
foregoing question, will be grateli•lly acknowledged hy 

Your most obedieall servant;;, 
'1' H 1:: <.:OMMl TTEE. 

-
MR. QUINCY'S R EPLY. 

H ARVARD UNI VF:RSITY, ~ 
CAMDRIIlG£, Dr.:c. 5, 1829. 5 

T o th~ Genl.lemen or the Suffolk Commiueo. 

G ENT LEM F:N,- I have received ancl laid before the 
Faculty of Harvard Univer~ity, your letter, req•w~ung an 
expression of their senaiments ou the question -· " Is t iaPre 
any kuown history to jnstify the belie~f. that Spec•JI~tive, 
or Freemasomy, had ex i ~te>nce prior 111 the last cemury." 

In reply ,I have the honor, hy rr·q•w~t of the F~ctalty, 
to state that they ha,·e no knowlcdl!e of any such hiHnry. 
O n inquiry of the Librarian of the Un iversity, ami on ex­
amining the catalogue of book!l, no !'<uch has laeen fimnd. 
T he subject is onP., laowel'er, on which the members of 
the Faculty profe~s to have no precise information, it 
having never bPfore heen presented to them as an object 
of iotere~t ancl inquiry. 

Should any books in the College Library be found to 
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be importan t, for your purposes, in the course of youi 
investigatiom, they will, without doubt, on application, be 
placed at the command of any person engaged under 
your authority in the research you have instituted. 

V ery respectfully, Gen tlemen, 
I am your (lht:tiiP-nt Aervant, 

JOSIAH QUINCY, 
Pre11ideoH of Harvard Uuh•er•ity. 

THE LAWFULNESS OF Ffif:BMAS ONRY AS A SECRET 
I ~.STITU f iON. 

E:rtractfro"' "A Rrl'l?f of thr. n me.<ee Cmw>ci .. tinnlnlht /r.t!r" of the Re~·: 
M··· Emrr.wm, of U1ctdher.!/i(•t.J. Conn. u.rlril•'S$i'd lo tluwt, em, t/;" }'~'"'it:ct tf 
tltfi.r· rr~nlutimt relative UJ mClS&nic minii'IC.rs, aml 11Wtmic CtL:tdidtde!a for 
the ministry/'• 

WE feel prepared to take what some may con!>ider 
ltigh ground, that secret societies are unlatrful. W c do 
not mean to assert it as a fact , that we have any srwcial 
statutes whi(:h prohibit them-hut we mean that such an 
in.:~titution as you rs i$ highly dan!!crous in its tendency 
to the best inte rel;lS of :>ocicty. What we have to state 
he re may be offeu,; ive to ~ome of your bre thren, but we 
hope not to yourself. W e !<ay therefore that, towards 
masons we indulge no hostile fc:elings. I f we. give o(­
fEmce to a ny, it is from an impcriou:s ~en so of duty-not 
'from personal resentment. 

We here remark again that we a m una hie to· perceive 
how we can discuss this quc,:tion with you and come to 
the puiut in hand, which is to vindi<;ate the propriety of 
our resolution, without fre('ly e xalllining the nature o{ 
your iustitution, whic h now stands all uug uarded by the 
Tyl~;>r's sword. 

We do not regard your institu tion with any fr icndry 

• Their re•otntion wa• as follow~.-" Rf.solv~d. That th<' fon•o­
ciation will neithf'r hr.en~e, ort!~in, nr in<tall. tho<e who !'u•ram any 
eonnexion with the in•ritnrion of ma~onry, or who will n(.t dlsap., 
p('{,ve and t·cnounce it ; nor ll' ill •vc l!,ive tetiM~ of rpcommendation 
10 favor of such persons to prell1:h in any of the cb.urches in our 
connexion." 
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feeling. We wish it prostrated to the ground, never 
to rise again. We are not in favor, as you are, of 
having its "implements," & c. laid up in the choicest of 
cahinets,-nor of haviug the least ve~tige of it le ft to her 
" vigorous successors,"- but we wish it to come to a 
complete and e1•erla:;t ing end. You ha1·e sornething to 
say in favor of the lawfu lne$S of ~ecret societies.- ! n page 
9th, you say, that "of their iutriusic lawfullwss, I have 
no d:.w ht," and that " lor any government to fcu·bid them, 
would in my view, he rank tyranny.' ' 

I. W e oppose this opinion, fi r~t. by a view of some 
circumstances of the case. I n this country, the pP.ople, 
who are always the best judges of their own iutere~t, gov­
e rn -and if they are disposed to prohibit by law, the ex­
istence of ser.ret soc.u·..t~es, there is no tyranny iu the 
case; for it is a~snrd to suppose that the pP.nple, in the 
free exercise {)f their prerogatives, will oppress them­
seh•es. Therefore should it ever bec"me the pnpular 
opinion, that secret socieues ought not to exist, the mnis­
sion to prohibit them b1 law would he "rank tyranny," 
because this omi~sinn would g i1'e ind ulgence to the je1o 
without an express ri~ht, to t ra111ple on the pri1' ilege::l of 
the many. As the case now i:<, and has been, fc1r ma ny 
years in our C<)UIItry, the masonic institution i!l an " impe­
rium iu imperio." The prerol[ati ves which it hall assurn­
_ed are vnclun·tered It has grnwn lll) by mere indul{!ence. 
Society at large should nPver he exposP.d, to he prat:tisP-cl 
upon by a few " sons of light." Mason ry has beE\n the 
instrument in the hand!.! of hall men, of piratical depreda­
t ions on the people. If the people ha1·e foe$, it is right 
that they shoulrl sec them and their wMpons, and under­
stand their plans- that they may have an equal chance 
for their lives. Masonry is sncl1 an iustrumP.ut BS we 
hav~>, in part, dc5crihed it; aut! there are many in whose 
hands it has been iutrusted, who were not dull in appre­
hendiug fin· rolwt TJilTfJnsr. the instrument is made. 

2. Anothe r argu1nent against the "intriusic lawful­
ness" of this secret society is the great fru:ility which it 
affi,rds for secn•t transacti!)llS of an immoral character. 
This forms a solid ohjection to it which can never be pas­
sed over. These trausactions which are to he kept se­
cret under the sanction of the severest penalties, are & 
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• 
temptation to the greatest enormities, and afford precisely 
suc h securities against detPction and pun ishment, as the 
vilest 11f men desi re. The good can never need snch 
securit ies, aud the bad do not desrrve th~m, nor is it safe 
for society, that th!ly should have them. If a man is al­
ways obliged to act opeui.IJ, he is t'trongly induced to act 
lwnestly. Bnt give him an opportunity to act sccretl!J, 
:md the security agan1 ~t punishment, which masonry 
guarantees, w1 th great :<tren!!th anll a fh eadlul euergy, 
and he v.·ill act more agn)eably to the ;;elfish propensities 
of a si nful heart. Conti nue in existence your society, 
and many will be di:>po~etl to cultivate the bad principles 
of their uaturc; ahohsh it, and tllPY will be di$posed to 
eu\rivate thll better principles. T hie\'PS, robbers, and 
counterfeiter!', do not ll~<llUI e :~nd dis<'IISS their plans in 
open a~semhlies, but in st·t:1'/'t , "IIP.ither come they to the 
light, ho·~:ause th~ ir deeds are e1•il." T hey may cultivate 
t he '' friend~hips arui loouor" peculiar to themst<lvt-s, as 
masons may cull ivatt> the cl ispo~itions peculiar t<l their 
unlawful compact, hut nn the whole, the character is gen­
erally impaired, and !'ociP.ty is iujun•d. 

3 . . In maintaining yon r 1·iews, you hypocritically say, 
pag~ \), " if t h~!'e secrPts iujure no oue from their very 
n ature, they mu,;t be rderred to the day when all secrets 
will ha disclnsf'd." But we repl,v, that such is the ?l(llure 
of your s~crets, when joinP.d with the sclfis.lt 71mure of 
man, t hat they will be iujnriothl to ~oci e ty. T o this rule 
there may bE>. exc.eptions, hnt the rule itself is founded 
u pon the broad and philosophical view of the lwmrm clmr­
a cfel'. A dt~f!grr, from it!l t:rr!J naturr, injures no oue ; 
but ptll dag!,!'ers into the hauds of such men as tho!<c with 
whom yon have confidP.cl your ~ecret::1, and they .ue dan­
gerous in:<trumeuts. \Ve do nnt approve of thei r hE'ing 
worn, lior the pur p•Jse of pract i~i n~ ,,pon others w Ito wear 
theru not. Harmless as the iu ~trnniPnt of masnnry is in 
itself, g;¥od men ought. not tn wi:;h f,r it-and bad men 
do not deserve it. Our safety in li1·es, character and 
property, in our prMpl'!rous application to buHines::o , and 
in our va rinus pri,·ilege~, gunranter>d to us hy the gov­
ernment under which we repos,., requires that this in­
strnmeut be mresterl fmm t he hand~ of bad meu - and 
eonsequently from all-uecause in constitutional provill" 
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ions, distinctions are impracticable. As the case now is, 
with ma:souic magistrates, juror:-, &c. &c. if we must ap­
peal to such a court, with a nut;un lor an antagonit't, we 
go uot with equal hope~ or pri\·il ege~ for success. We may 
be wrong in such a manner a:; to obtain no reun·~s by 
legal process; because perhaps, we canuot show that these 
masomc officers have, in a ltmgible ruaum·r, violated the 
lellu of the law, although its spirit has been corruptly 
disregard~<d. 

We have another remark to make on the manner in 
whi1~h you are di:<poseu to expre::;s yourself: couceruing 
these secrets-that " tltt·y must be relerred to the day 
when all secrets will be di:;closcd." What is your 11!eat~­
ing here 1 Is it, that yuur secrets cannot be knuwu! 
Deceive uot yoursell', nor vaurly attempt to decein;· others 
-liu· th<~y arc lwowu. Or, do you ruean, that if they are 
known, the public caunot toucir thl:'lll now-that they are 
not w enjoy the lil>eny of examining the nature ol this. 
·extraordinary code, thus thrown out before thetr gaze '! 
Auu if so, uy what legitimate authot ity is this huerty 
abridged, aud thi:: silence of the t•mgue imposed 1 In 
our vtew, the;;e revelatiou:> are tltings of tltis wurM, and 
m en will judge them according to the light which Uod 
hath given theu1 . 

.But you pruceed page 9 , and cnake the following dec­
laration, iu htvor of the [o,rjiwtt .'-' of your society, ·• lhat 
I know nnthing in our secrets which appears to one con• 
trary to the word of Uod or the rights of men-and that I 
.never had the least suspicion that there was any ma:souic 
penalty worse than expubiou.' ' 

With respect to thi::- t1r:st clause, we have already re­
·marked in :substance, what we deem sutficieut-ou the 
last clau:;e, we say , that such assertium; are by no means 
new thiug:; to us,-we have, long since, understood them. 
We lwow what is pledged to t l10se who are about to be 
initiated, when in the preparatiOn room, that nothing is 
to be imposP.d which will injure the ir "religion or their 
politics." We also undt>rstaru.l how masonry is " ex­
plaiued" to some caudiJate~, who are horror struck at 
the oaths; we grant that the re is a favorable commentary 
on such pas~ages-yet we a(:><) under::~tand tbe commen­
tary on tho~e same oaths, whenever there is an iutenued 
Jevelation of your sectets-we have the commentary in 
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the murder of Morgan-it is written in blood. Perhaps 
you aud your conscience rest easy uurler the one com­
meut, but we canuot under the other. But on this point, 
there is a wicle ditl'erence of opinion in the interpretation 
of those mmu~ndous oathl', amonl! your owu brethren; the 
mo~t uf them uuder~tanding the pP.nahies accordiug to 
tho legitimate con~tructiom of laii):! UUge While therPfore 
there is the dilference of opiniuu on this fundam ental ar­
ticle, among you r brethren, and while you are still dispo­
sed to tleft'nd masnnry in the gros;;, you cannot expect to 
feel l:!:tti~lied with the cont i uuP.d ex istP.nce of an i n:'t itu­
tion which coutaius such provi~ions; fi>r whenever a 
gn~at occasion arises, the peualtiPs are iuflicted by 1<ome 
of you r brethren, {the rest sJanding by,) and if the deed 
comes to light, nnth111g is more conveuient than for you to 
say, t Ita t those executioners d irl not proprrly intcrp1'1 t t llt!ir 
obligations, aud ~<till you go on and support the in~titu­
tion! An i n~titution frorn which such outrages will pro­
ce!ld more or less frequPntly, as naturally as water runs 
down hill. W hNe are the men to be found who will 
suppurt yuur institution? We reply, that they mu~t nev­
er he fnund among the numher ol thQse whom we may 
in future orrlain to the work of the rniuistry. Now, sir, 
with all thel:!e fac ts aud considerations hefore you, can 
you not po~sihly see any thing again:;t the "intrinsic 
Jawfi rluess" of such secret societit:s 1 But such is the 
strange infatuat ion of men on some qne!lt.ions and on par­
ticular occa~ions that pMsihly ynu will come out again 
and attempt to ~<ay some ph111:<ihle things in favor of ma­
sonry in tltr. .![l'oss-that the conduct nf a great num ber 
of your hre thrP. n has fall en helow their "avmvP.d pri nci­
ples" and that we hP.re ouly disc:over the abu~ed princi­
ph~s of ma~nnry , as in many in ~t ances 1\'C may notice the 
ahnsPd principles of Christiani ty-all this may pass off 
with the negli,gent and superfic ial as heiug very tine ; 
thou!!'h in n11r e;;till llltinn, it is neither s .. lid nor safe. 
For you may grace th P. hilt of the d'l!!![er with as many 
sparkling diamonds as you please, but they do not blunt 
t he point. 

But rnasonr.v, like thP. respnn!<~s of the heathen oracles, 
is on some points exceedingly indefinite and flexihle­

. with some it is a very mysterious thing indeed, and with 
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those who look upon it with a stupid and unsuspecting 
wonder, there is nothing which takes so haprily as your 
fine eulogiums coming from "a full heart." It is so 
ancient, so venerable, such great names on the list of 
membership-so much like Christianity ! I But when we 
ask, what man has it made wise 1 what is the answer, but 
silent confusion? Tbe general rule is this, that could 
the nature of this mysterious thing be known before hand, 
wise and good meu would not have been juggled into it. 
On the unsuspecting, it has played off more tricks, and 
practised more impostures than any thing else excepting 
the church of Rome. See the simple, the wise and great 
ones of this world in their passage from one degree to 
another, hoping to catch somethiug by and by, and some­
times thinking they were close to it-one more step­
and then ! and what then 7 why then, all this reminds 
us of the ludicrous chase of our childhood to catch the 
rainbow. 

We have only to add here to the preceding remarks, 
on the "intrinsic lawfulness" of your in~titution, that if 
you permit the question to be decided hy scriptural max­
ims, the decision will be against you. Every thing which 
is thus secret, does not meet with the approbation of the 
New Testament. T he principle which induces any com· 
pany to perpetual secrecy, must he selfish and corrupt­
or it would not have received the direct denunciation of 
our Lord, who knew what was in mnn-and therefore 
renders the true reason for secrecy, when he said " nei­
ther come they to the light, because their deeds are evil." 

By order of the Consociation,* 
JOHN TAYLOR, llfoderator. 
SILAS PRATT, Clerk. 

• Names of members of the Consoriat ion. 
Rev. Jnhn Taylor, Mendon ; Rev. Mr. J,me~. Mendon ; James 

Sutoo, Mendon; Rev. J'J'm. P . Kt11drir.l,, Shelhy, Orleans Co.; 
Rev . . MiltfJn Hu:xl.v. Stafford, Genesee, Co. ; Rev. ](tbez Spicer, 
N. Penfi~ld, ~fonroe Co.; A bel C. W ard, n ergen, Genesee Co. ; 
Ezra Coon, Byron, Gen'!see Co.; R ev. E lihu ./rlason, Bel")l:en, 
Genesee Co.; Rev. Herman Hal.1ey, Berg-en, Gene$ee Co.; Dea. 
Jouph Blon, Bri~thton , Monroe Co.; .llbijah Gould, H enrietta, 
Monroe Co.; Theodore ln.{!er~oU, Ogden, Monroe Co.; Rev. E 
Raymnnd, N . Bristol, Onta rio Co.; Rev. Juli·tu Steel, East Bloom 
field, Ontario Co.; Uev. Jnhn F. Bliu, Gainesville, Genesee Co. 

12 



l34 OriNIOriS ON FREEMASONRY. 

REMARKS ON SECRET SOCIETIES. 

A<ldresscd to the A nti·musonic Co111~ntion, fttld aJ. Dedham, JJfuss. January 1, 
I 3"211. By BenJumi·" Wuterlaause, bl. D.f/1 

B E I NG called to the unusual station of presiding over a 

large, deliberative assembly, the novelty of the situation 
calls, of course, for your indulgence. 

As a retired man, I may not be exactly acquainted 
with the precise views, and predominant feelings of the 
numerous delegation here convened. I know, generally, 
that it has been occasioned by certain alarming events, 
which have roused the universal attention of one of the 
largest States in the Union ; and that this agitation was 
excited by deeds of cruelty and bloodshed, instigated, it is 
said and believed, by a very numerous and growing secret 
society of active and aspiring men, knit together by 
solemn vows, and unusual OATHS, with shocking penalties 
annexod, unknown to our laws, and repugnant to our 
feelings as men and Christians; and that this serious state 
of things has called us together, to look into the disorder ; 
and if we cannot at once, devise and apply the remedy, 
to prevent, at le t\St, its spreading. Let me promise, how- . 
ever, that the task is uot an easy one, fro m the very 
nature of the disease ; it being "a pestilence that WALE.­

ETH I N n .HtK!\'ESS." 

My observations, at this time, must be of a general 
complexiOil, and not of a particular nature. It appears, 
from the earliest records of mankind, that there has ex­
isted in almost every country, litt le combinations of 
restless men, like what is now called mrw mry. In the 
E IGHTII chapter of the book of E zel.:iel, (who li1·ed 590 
years boforc C hrist,) you will find mentioned "about five 
and twenty men," in a secret rec!l:>s, "with their backs 
towards the temple of the Lord, and their faces towards 
the east, worshipping the sun." 

T here was a combin ation of great influence and celeb­
rity in Greece, that generally met at Athens, denominated 

• B. Waterhouse, M. D. fonuerly P rofessor of the T heory and 
Practice of Phy$iC in Harval'!l Univcrsily; and Profes~or of N11turdl 
H istory in l:h'OII'Il t:niver~ily. 



OPINIONS ON FREEliASONltY. 

the E leusinian. ltfystEry, conducted with deep solemnity 
and secrecy. If any of the initiated revealed the secrets 
of it, it was thought unsafe to live in the same house with 
him, lest it should, by the wrath of the gods, be struck 
with lightning, and the wretch was put to death. Yet 
the sagacious Socrates, that wonder of his age, that light 
shining in a dark place, denounced that secret masonry 
of the Grecians, as impious towards Heaven, and mis­
chievous towards the community at large, and it is well 
known that for this attack on their secret society, he was 
condemned to drink the fatal hemlock. 

Men of a certain cast of mind are prone to wrap them­
selves up in a cloud of mystery, that they may more easily 
govern their fellow creatures : a striking instance of 
which may be seen in the history of the firs t Popes of 
R ome, who, during several hundred years, bound in 
chains the human understanding, till b/ (U·tin L utltcr, and 
other reformGrs broke the spell, and freed the human 
mind from a degree of slavery and thraldom that is scarce­
ly credible. Reason was confoanded by mystery, image 
worship, awe, dread and ignorance; while the most de­
grading superstition, and priestly violence upheld, for 
ages, a debasing system of mental oppression. 

I f we recur to the oldest book we have, the DmLE, we 
shall find that the J ewish system was made up chiefly of 
ceremonies, types, and figures, denot ing intellectual 
things, and moral duties. T his mode of teaching moral­
ity was, at that early period of the world, necessary-ab­
solutely necessary-and why 1 because then, not one 
person in teo thousand, beside the priesthood, could read. 
The people were not then able to exltibit tlwug ltts to tl1e 
eye by means of writing, hence the necessity arose of 
teaching by signs and symbols, that when these struck the 
eye, they should raise corresponding ideas in the 11~ind, 
and thus convey moral truths and dut ies by the sight and 
by the operation of tools, and mechanic instruments. 
This is the fulcrum on which rests and turns the first, 
and most fascinating part of masonic instruction, which, 
from its simplicity, and manifest adaptation, delights a 
young and uninformed mind , predisposed to wonder. 

The pleasing analogy between things material and in­
tellectual, strikes with admiration the imperfectly educat-



136 Ol'INlONS ON FREEMASONRY. 

ed mind ; and MosEs was permitted , if not enjoined to 
use it, in governing the six hundred thousand J ews 
whom he led out of E gypt: and modern masons have im­
itated the lighter parts of it. I say the lighter parts of it, 
for the Persian, if not the Egyptian mode of teaching the 
most weighty aud important truths, was of a higher 
standard, and of a more sublime nature. This was the 
l!ecret literature of the ancient k ings, taught them in 
strict confidence by the llfllgi, or " wise men of tile east," 
who were the GrtAND-MAS'URS of the sym!Jolical school. 
While modern masons make a structure or temple, the 
symbol or emblem of society, the 11'/agi made the order, 
and government of the mate1·ial world, a mi1·ror or looking­
glass for the political government of a state. I n the 
highest grades, they took their emblems from what 
they knew of the sola1· system,-the sun, moon, and 
stars-the succession of day and night-the beautiful 
variation of the seasons, and their delightful conse­
quences; in which the SuN, the eye and soul of this lower 
world, afforded them a glorious, and exhaustless em· 
blem ! I t is worthy of notice that the Peruvians and 
Mexicans on this continent, have the same ideas inter­
woven with their rel igion. 

But all this typic,al, or mechanical morality was swept 
away by CuRIS1'tANJ'rY, which substituted intellect in its 
place. Instead of tangible and visible things, it made the 
Christian's heaven, not a rnate1·ial structure, the roork of 
a slowly progressive architect, layini one ltcwn-stone upon 
another, (which the Bible forbids, ) but a " temple not 
made with hands," and therefore " eternal." 

We neither censure, nor deride those who are enrap­
tured with a system that addresses itself, like the worship 
of images, to the eyesight. Yet we may, I hope, be 
allowed to express surprise and wonder, and even aston­
ishment, that clergymen-ministers of the Christian prot­
estant religion, should be so attached, as some are, to a 
system of ceremonies-forms-types-figures and instru­
ments, and be aiding in getting up a sudden, theatrical 
contrivance, to effect amazement instead of exhibiting 
the inward man of the heart !-We lament that any 

• Exodus, ch. xx. 25. 
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teacher of a spiritual religion should take up with the 
husk and sh.Ul instead of the meat; or that he should ever 
milt the words of Christian worship with the jargon of 
masonry, since it is forbidden in the Bible to mix linen 
with tooollen, or to plough with an ox and an ass!* 

But I forbear, lest we should be thought to tread on 
forbidden ground, and intermeddle with auy one's religion, 
which is, with every individual, a sacred thing, while 
that of FREEMASONRY is, and ought to be open to the 
decent examination of any man, at this time of apprehen­
sion, and well grounded alarm for the safety of the citizen, 
and the free and righteous course of just ice in judges and . . 
m ;urymen. 

Your aim, if I rightly .comprehend it, is to indnco each 
member of the mystical socie ty in question, to t!tink, so 
as to satisfy himself whether he has bnilt his house on a 
sandy foundation, or upon a rock; and whether, in se­
lecting his mental fooJ, he has been sufficienrly careful 
to strip off the husk, retaining only that part which con­
st itutes solid and wholesome nutriment ; and this ~ort of 
food is to be found in Christianity-a system purely intel­
lectual, that has no need to have recourse to frigllt or to 
shocking oATH s , which the New Testament posi tively 
forbids, and strictly enjoins to "do viol.ence to 1W man.." 

There are mysteries enough in the c reation around us, 
without presumptuous, short-sighted men getting together, 
in the night, to contrive new ones, the tendency of which 
is to make straight things crooked, instead of making the 
crooked path of life straight. 

T he human faculties cannot comprehend many things 
in c reation. In the vast frame of nature, some of its 
parts are placed so high up, that we cannot examine them, 
and mnst remain ignorant this side the e ternal world. 
But it is not so with the affairs of men. In human socie­
ty nothing ought to be mysterious to a wise man, seeing, 
by due c-are, pains and industry, he can understand every 
thing. Hence, every mystery between man and man, is 
"n mystery of iniquity," whether it be in government, 
in the arts and sciences, or in teaching mora.lity, or in 
illustrating rei igion. 

----~----------------------------------------
.• Dtuter. ch. xxii. 10. 

12* 



138 OPINIONS ON FREEMASONRY, 

What then are we to think of a very widely spread 
association, planted, and wate red by ample funds, in eve~ 
ry village, town, city, and dist rict of the United S tates, 
marshalled by numerous g rades of officers, bearing royal, 
military, and lticrophtmtical t itles, the very cement and 
essence of which is secrecy ?- whose meetings are never 
held until the sun has sunk beneath the horizon, and the 
curtain of darkuess shrouds the earth ; and whose door is 
guarded by a d rawn sword 7- a system whose soul and 
substance is close concealments ; a scheme, which, at 
every ascending round of the ladder, covers the aspirant 
with a thicker and darker veil of ambiguity, surrounding 
every thing with a fearful ;halo of mystery, generating 
solemn doubt, or imperfect satisfaction- j ust sufficient to 
create a thirst for more light and information ; and yet 
the encouragers of these gropers iu the dark call this 
anxious progression-" going from west to east in search 
of lig!tt! . 

I conceive the object of this Convention to be, to di~ 
courage the growth and continuance of Al.l. secret socie­
ties whatever , without cas1ing harsh reflections on auy 
man, or holding up ind ividuals to public odium. Your 
wish, I presume, is to entreat the frate rnity of masons not 
to be Jed away by dark and delusi1•e tradition ; but to 
\·iew the thing as it really is, by the steady light of phi­
losophy and the Christian relig ion, and in a :.;pirit worthy 
the present day, and the country we live in ; and not 
mistake mystery for wi;;dom, and solemn professions for 
1110rality, or, in other words, dar/mess for lig ltt. Our ar­
deut wish is to aid the hasty and unthinking in divesting 
thei r part ial system of those cmt icing ceremonies, those 
tascinating figures, and captivating metaphors, "whicli 
give to airy 1tutlting a locallulbitalion and a name." 

To a moral people , situated and c ircumstanced as we 
are in these lJni1ed States, all partial illuminations are 
injurious T he thinp: to be desirecl is-TH E BRIGH'r AN D 

SIIINING LlGIIT OF 'fRU'rl1 1 which rnay illuminate aiJ 
things around· it, and put au end to our conflict with 
shadows. 

Let the lights of ma~onry continue burning , unmolest~ 
ed. Bnt let the people outside the ir lodges be so informed 
and instruc1ecl, that the boasted lights of the f;ate rn i1y 
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shall appear like candles in the day time. T he period in 
which we live, the government we enjoy, and the country 
we inhabit, demand this homage to the human under­
standing. 

One word more, and I am done.-'Ve are all citizens 
of free States, in which every man has a rigltt to think 
and to act without hindrance ; and we are all disposed to 
guaranty to him this privilege, provided he do not stand 
an armed man in the avenue to J ustice; ancl provided he 
attempt not to shelter himself behind OATHs and strange 
obligations, unknown to our laws: and, above all , pro­
vided he do not contaminate the sanctity of a verdict,­
the VERUM DICTU~t of conscientious men. 

ADDRESS OF REV. 'iOSES THACHER, 

Bifot-e tht Anti-musortic Meetir1g1 in Faneuil flail, on the tt't'lli11g of ~ 
leml>er 8, 16~9. 

Mn. CnAIIllt!AN,-lt has been stated, that the object of 
this meeting is, " To investigate the secret p1·inciples of 
Preemasonry." T he firs t question therefore, which de­
mands our attention, appears to be this: An1:: Tm~ 
SECRET PRINCU' LF.S OF F REEMASONRY BEFORE 'J'H £ PUB­

UC 1 If the secret principles of Freemasonry arP. 11ot 
before the public; then t ile interest, which has been ex­
cited in the public mind, relative to this subject, is without 
foundation, tbe object of our meeting is chimerical, and 
we have no subject before us, either worthy, or capable 
of investigation. 

The issue of the question, which I have stated, must 
turn upon these 'l ' loJRI!:E POs iTIONs : Pirst, Can the secret 
principles of Freemasonry be communicated 1-Secund­
ly, 1s the evidence plenary ?-Thirdly, Are the wit­
nesses competent? 

In the first place, then, Can tlu secrr.ts of Frer.masom·y 
be communicated? T hat the secrets of Freemasonry cau 
be communicated, is evident from the very fact that th~:rt 
art: secret.~. A scr.ret always consists in sometl1it1.g. T o 
say that a secret consists iu 11othing wliich can be comtiW-
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nicated, is a contradiction in terms. If I impart anything 
to another with the injunction of secrecy, it necessarily 
implies, that what I have committed to him as a secret, 
can be revealed to a third person. Otherwise, why the 
injunction of secrecy T No man ever commits nothing to 
another, with the charge of secrecy. If then we admit, that 
there are secret principles belonging to the masonic insti~ 
tution, we must admit that those principles can be revealed. 
Dut, that there have been secret principles belonging to 
the masonic institution, has always been avowed by ma­
sons themselves; and they ha~·e professed to be under 
obligation to withhold those principles from all persons 
who are not received as members of the masonic society. 
This fact is also confirmed by the highest masonic au­
thority. "The Book of Constitutions" for Massachusetts, 
compiled by Rev. Thaddeus l\lason Harris, D. D., says, 
(p. 37,) "The virtue indispensably necessary in masons, 
is SECRECY. This is the ground of their confidence, and 
the security of their trust. So great stress is laid upon it, 
tkat it is enforced under the STRONGEST PENALTIES AN() 

OBI.lOATIONS !" Now it would be absurd in the extreme, to 
communicate anything to another as a secret, "UNDER 

THE STRONGER1' PENALTIES AND OBLIGA'fiONEC," when, at 
the same time, that thing could not be revealed to a third 
person. It is indisputable, then, that there are secret prin­
ciples belonging to the masonic institution, and that those 
principles can be communicat.ed. 

In the sewnd place, Is the evidence PLENARY, that the 
secret principles of Freemasonry are now before the pub­
lic 1 If the fulness of evidence, is depend ing upon the 
number of witnesses, there can be no doubt that tho 
evidence in their case is PLEN.~RY. What evidence, then, 
have we, that the secret principles of the order have been 
t.l i vulgcd 1 

I. We have Prichard's "Masonry Dissected," first 
published as early as 1730 ; and which professes to be a 
full and fair disclosure of the first three degrees, which 
were the whole of Freemasonry in existence at that time. 

~- We have the disclosures contained in the publica­
tion entitled, "Jachin and Boaz," which tcstifie~ sub­
stantially to the same things, wi th this ditlerence, that the 
institution has become more complicated in it3 ceremo­
nies, with additional clauses to its several obligations. 
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3. " Illustrations of Masonry," by William Morgan. 
T his publ ication, in diction, differs sufficiently from 
" J achin and Boaz," to show that it is the genuine work of 
its reputed author; and yet confirms the testimony of the 
preceding, in such a manner that masons have said, "It 
is nothing hut the old story 'newly vamped.' " 

4. We have the explicit testimony of THIRTY·EIGBT 
BECEDING MASONS, at the first Le Roy Convention, who 
have averred, that .Morgan's " Illustrations" are substan­
tially correct, and have also given a revelation of succeed­
ing degrees, if I mistake not, up to fifteen. 

5. We have the testimony of ONE HUNDRED AND 

TWENTY·NtNE, some of whom had received at least t1centy 
degrees, who signed the Anti-masonic Declaration of In­
dependence, certified to the correctness of Morgan, and 
who also confirmed the re1•elation made by the Le Roy 
Convent ion. 

6. We have the evidence of FIFTEEN of dill'erent de­
grees, in Genesee county, New-York, who have given 
their affidavits before the civil magistrate, that the" Ill us­
trations of Masonry," made by William .Morgan, arc sub­
stantially true. 

7. The public have, by estimation, at least FIVE H UN· 

DRED seceding masons of different degrees, and in different 
parts of our (',ountry, who have not only certified the same 
t hing in respect to Morgan, but have also confirmed the 
disclosures made at Le Roy. In addition to these, they 
have perhaps not less than Two THOUSAND, who have 
virtually testified the same thing, by withdrawing from 
the institution. 

More than all this, we have THE KIDNAPPING 
AND MURDER OF W ILLIAM MORGAN!! Here, 
the evidence is written in BLOOD. It is "marked, cut, 
carved, stained and engraven," by masons tltemstlL•cs , in 
crimson lines, too legibly to be obliterated; and too deeply 
impressed upon the mind of every free American citizen, 
ever to be forgotten. If Morgan has made no disclosures 
in the opinion of masons, detrimental to their institution, 
why was the village of Batavia filled with strangers, after­
wards fouud to be Freemasons, passing and repassing, 
from "high twelve at noon, till low twelve at night," as­
sembling in conclave, and concerting rueasures for his 
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destruction 1 Why were six R oyal Arch Chapters, and 
every lodge in that viciuity, engaged, either directly or 
indirectly, in that horrid conspiracy 1 Why was Miller's 
office enveloped in flames, and its unfortunate occupant 
taken, and reta.ke~t, and taken again; before su fficient 
strength could be mustared effectually to rescue him from 
the hands of this lawless banditti 7 W hy was Morgau 
transported from Bata~ia to Canandaigua, and from Ca­
nandaigua to Niagara, there to be first imprisoned, and 
tl~en butchered ? T hese questions, and ten thousand 
more of the same nature, are unanswerable, except on the 
ground, thnt, in the opinion of masons, Morgan had 
violated his obligations, and made disclosures, which they 
considered masonically illegal. 

Again ; T he conduct of Freemasons themselves, affords 
unequivocal testimony that the secret principles of their 
institution are before the ptlblic. What is it that has 
shaken, to its very centre and foundation, every Lodge, 
and every Chapter, and every Encampment, from Maine 
to the Mississippi, and from the Lal<es to the Atlantic ; if 
l\forgan and other seceders have not made a full and fair 
disclosure of what have been called masonic secrets 1 
We may indeed, well ask, partly in masonic language, 
not, " what occasions the alarm " 1oitlwut ? but " what 
occasions the alarm" wit/tin? W hy have Freemasons 
used every possible exertion to dtjatne and destroy tlte re­
}Jutation of seceders; if the ;."secret mysteries " of their 
institution have not been developed 1 

But the strongest argument, that has yet been presented 
to prove the affirmative of our main question, is, what we 
hafe seen and heard in this Hall, this evening I ! * I 
hoJie it will not be considered that I intend to cast reflec­
tions ; for I am certain I y surprised as well as gratified, 
that F reemasons themselves, on this occasion, should, so 

• The speaker here alludes to the hissing of the fralemity . So 
soon as he touched "the Morgan affair," the Freemasons, through­
out the hall, raised such a clamor and hissing, that his voice was 
drowned for some minutes, and he was obliged to stop, until tl1e 
Ghairman, who presided with great clecision and dignity, succeeded 
lu restol"ing order. The hissing, however, instead of disconcerting 
the speaker, as was intended, afforded the most favorable opportunity 
possible to illustrate what he had at first stated. 
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unexpectedly, put into my mouth an irresistible argument 
in favor of my position. It cannot be denied, then, that 
the evidence is plenary that the secret principles of Free~ 
masonry are before the public. The only remaining 
question, is, 

Are the witnesses compete:nt ? That they were Freema­
sons, there can be no dispute. This, Freemasons them­
selves do not pretend to deny. They must, therefore, 
have known whether or not they were telling the truth. 
They must have known whether or not they had pa~ed 
through these ceremonies, which they describe as the s~ 
crets of masonry. For, they toere me11 of common sense. 
Otherwise it can argue nothing in favor of the institution 
to have receh·ed them as members. 

Many of these witnesses are knoum to the public, as 
men of sterling talents, and strict integrity. They were 
certainly acknowledged as such, by Freemasons them­
selves, until the moment they left the institution. If 
then these witnesses were ever worthy to be believed, 
they were worthy of credence when they dissolved their 
connexion with the masonic institution. A man's char­
acter doe!' not change in a minute. It always takes time 
for any person to become "a drunken, worthless, miser­
able vagabond;" as masons have represented some, if not 
the most of their seceding brethren, who were in ack now­
ledged good fellowship with them, until the moment of 
their secession. 

Nor do these witnesses come forward under the crime 
of acknowledged perjury, and then, as has been alleged 
by masons, ask you to place confidence in their integrity. 
How have they perjured themselves 7 Not, certainly, 
against the laws of our country. No person will presume to 
say, that there is any thing in any of our civil insti tutions 
to sanction masonic oaths; but, on the contrary, many of 
these oaths, as they have been divulged, are in di1·ect op­
position to our civil 1·ig ltts. It is equally evident that 
they have not perjured themselves against the law of God. 
That perfect rule of moral conduct, which allows no man 
to forswear llimselJ: and which is recognised and sanc­
tioned by Him, who said, " S1oear not at all," must 
certainly condem.n such oaths, ae masons are said to take 
upon themselves. There is nothing in the whole Word 
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of God, which warrants the administration and observance 
of such oaths, any more than that of Herod, to kill John, 
or than the curse that the Jews imprecated upon them­
selves, "that they would neither eat nor drink until they 
had killed Paul." On this subject, I fear not to appeal 
to the common sense of any enlightened, intelligent and 
impartial citizen. Indeed, there has been but 011e opinion, 
with jurists, divines and laymen, who have attended to 
the subject, and who are not IJiassed in favor of Freema­
sonry, that w hill seceders have alleged to be masonic 
oaths, are neither morally nor legally binding. But, if 
seceders have perjured themselves against the masonic 
institution, and not against the laws of God and our coun­
try; why, then, the masonic institution is in opposition to 
the laws of God and of our country. 

You, fellow cit izen, are a Freemason, and you say, 
These individuals are pP.Ijurerl, and, therefvre, not to be 
believed. Why '! Because they have violated their ma­
sonic obligations, aud have divulged someth ing that i9 
unlawful. This yon admit; and, in admitting this, you 
virtually say, that the secrets of mascmt·y Are before the 
public, and hence, !JOlt are perjured, ipso facto , as much 
as they, and that ""your own confession. 

T he secrets of Freemasonry, then, are before the pub­
lic. Freemasons lcnuto that they are l>efore the public; 
and every intelligent citizen, who has attended to facts, 
has just as good evidence, that he is in possession of what 
were the secrets of masonry, as that there is such a place 
as London, or that there was such a man as Alexander 
the Great. It is, Mr. Chairman, an insult to your under­
standing, for F reemasons to assert, that you kuow nothing 
about their secret mysteries. It is a species of falsehood 
for any one to attempt to evnde the subject, and the gros5-
est imposition upon the public, for any Freemason to say, 
that the witnesses who have testified, are either incompe­
tent, or that they have not told the truth. 

Now, if the secret principles of Freemasonry are before 
the pu!Jiic; then the public have a rigltt to examine tlun1. 
The free cit izcus of this country have the same right to 
examine t!tis subject, that they have to examine any other, 
which affects our religious and political interests. T he 
clamor, raised by Freemasons, in order to suppress free 
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inquiry, or to check the freedom of the press, or to silence 
the warning voice, is altogether unreasonable, and an 
infringement of the rights of every free citizen. 

We may as well submit reason and conscience to the 
decisions of an ecclesiastical hierarchy, or be under the 
domination of Cresar, as be denied the t·igltt and the 
pt-ivileg e of investigating any subject which affects the 
public mind. This is a right, indeed, which freemen 
cannot relinquish. The moment they relin((Uish this 
right, they are no longer freemen, but slaves. .l'ilason11 
might first bind, and then gag, William Morgan ; but 
they must first gag, before they can bincl a J1"ee ]Jeople.­
Thcy may continue to raise the cry, and to sing the song, 
" Political A uti-masonry ,-AIIli-masonry and Orthodoxy, 
-Anti-masonry and Ur.itarianism,-Anti-masonry and 
Priestcraft,-'-Anti-masonry and Federalism,--Anti-ma· 

. sonry and Democracy;" but they need not think to close 
the eyes, nor the ears, nor the mouths of an intelligent 
community, any more than the lullaby of the nurse can 
sooth to rest the motion of the elements. Those who 
watch over the religious and political interests of our 
country, and with untiring zeal and \•igilance seek the 
general good of the great whole, cannot be satisfied with 
the mere outcry of Demetrius and his " fellow craftsman," 
-" Great is Diana of the Ephesians." They must have 
strot1g reasons and conclusive arguments, that their" image 
which fell down from Jupiter" is of real, intrin~ic 1•alue; 
or they will never consent to let it remain in the temple 
of their liberty. 

The citizens of this community not only have the right 
to examine the principles of the masonic institution; but 
they are under obligation to examine those principles. 
Who, in thill country, can secure the rights of the people, 
but the people themselves 1 Every free citizen ought to 
feel himself highly responsible for the public welfare. It 
is the duty of every free citizen, therefore, to examine 
every subject which affects the public weal. But who 
can suppose that the masonic institution has no bearing 
of any importance upon the general interests of ou r coun­
try ! Who can suppose that a society of tltree hundred 
thousand members, in the very heart of our country, with 

13 
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a fund, unlimited and unrestricted, at their control, can be 
capable of doing neither good nor hurt. 

If the secret principles of the masonic institution are 
before the public; then the public can judge of their na­
ture and tendency. The time toas, perhaps, Mr. Chair­
man, when you might he disposed to inquire of masons, 
respecting the political and moral tendency of their insti­
tution. But this inquiry of them, is now no longer neces­
sary. Every intelligent citizen can examine for himself, 
and form an opinion for Mmself. An enlightened com­
munity will not now be satisfied with the bare assertion of 
Freemasons, that theirs " is a noble, scientific, moral and 
charitable institution ;" because every citizen must feel 
competent to examine and determine for himself. 

The public can judge of the morality of the masonic 
institution. They can judge, for example, whether the 
follow ing clause in the Master Mason's oath, is founded 
upon the broad basis of Christian purity, or, is the legiti­
mate offspring of licentiousness, checked only by self­
interest. " l<'urthermore do I promise and swear, that I 
will not violate the chastity of a master mason's wife, 
mother, sister, or daughter, J knowing them to be such, 
nor suffer it to be done by others, if in my power to pre­
vent it."-Now, if a Congregationalist should enter into 
such a covenant respecting the wives, mothers, sisters and 
daughters, of his own parlicular communion, would not 
the Episcopalian, and the Catholic, and the Baptist, and 
the Methodist, and the Friends, have just reason to be 
jealous 1 Would they not draw the natural inference, 
that the Congregationalist intended to restrain his pas­
sions only so far as his own denomination was concerned, 
and to make common game of the wive!', daughters, 
mothers and sisters, of all others 1 Would it not be an 
insult to common sense to say, that such a covenant as 
this maintained the principles of sound morality 1 It is, 
also, easy to determine whether an institution, in which 
the sacred names, titles and attributes of J ehovah, are 
used as pass-words, and mock miracles are wrought as 
signs; and in which the Word of God is uRed with the 
most shocking familiarity, does tend to cherish that vene­
ration for the Supreme Being, which becomes rational, 
moral, aod accountable creatures. 
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Having the principles of the masonic institution before 
them, the people can determine whether those principles 
are dangerous or sa/utrn-y to a republican government. 
'fhey can also judge, whether or not cxtra-judicill oaths 
have a tendency to bind mankind to regard the oad1 of 
God, which is necessarily imposed by civil authority. 

It must be acknowledged, that these a re subjects of 
vital importance to this community ; and it cannot he, 
that the people of these United States will pass them 
over, without a critical, thorough, and impartial examina­
tion. It cannot be, that the citizens of Boston, whose 
fathers were among the first to throw the gauntlet, and to 
" bid defiance to the gigantic greatness of the British 
power," can be indifferent to the welfare of our country. 
It cannot be, that the citizens of BosToN, who have been 
nursed in the lap, and rocked in the "CRADLE," of the 
American revolution, will refuse to investigate first prin­
ciples, the suppression or prevalence of which may prO\'e 
the salvation or destruction of our civil and religious lib­
erties. 

REASONS Wl:IY THE CHURCH OF CHRIST SHOULD 
DISFELLOWSHIP FREEMASONRY. 

Extroct of a &mwn by R eu. Henry Jorus, of Cabot, 1'e~·noont. 

"AND I heard another voice from heaven, saying, come 
out of her my people, that ye be not partakers of her 
sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues." 

It will not be expedient for me to say, that this voice 
from heaven must be considered, as uttered with special 
reference to the connexion of the church with the ma­
sonic institution as it now exists in this country, hut 
rather it becomes m4i to fall in with the prevailing opin­
ion of our commentators, that it wa~ in view of another 
abomination, which has long had its principal seat in 
Italy, rather than in this part of the Zion of God. Still 
it is not the manner of the Divine Spirit, in his warnings 
to the people of God, to have exclusive reference to one 
evil, when there are others of a similar nature which 
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might be included in one, as well as to have separate 
warnings given against each of them. Therefore if the 
masonic institution, in its obligations and principles, be 
of that wicked aud anti-christian character, which has 
uow, for some time, been considered in fact the ca5e, by 
mauy who have given the subject the most impartial in­
vestigation, the correctness of whose decision we are 
not prepared to disprove; mo1;t certainly, that Being who 
spake from heaven, saying, "Come out of her my people," 
having the same 1·iew of this institution from eternity, 
which he has at present, must ha1•e had allusion to this, 
as well as other evils and abominations, in which his 
people are ever entangled. On the present occasion, 
then, we may feel authorized to lay aside every other 
inte rpretation of this command, and trent upon it, as 
though it were spoken with exclusive reference to the 
present connexion of the church with the institution of 
Freemasonry. Taking this view of the subject, which I 
must feel authorized to do, the people of God, or church 
of Christ, as a body are called upon, as by a voice from 
heaven, to come out of this institution, in order to escape 
Iter sins and her plagues. 

To illustrate this command I propose to show that the 
Church is at present so entangled, or in fellowship with 
this institution, as to render the command in the text to 
come out of it, suitable. 

On this point, but little need be said ; and it will not 
be necessary to show, that the re has ever been any such 
thing as a formal act of the Church or any branch of it, 
acknowlcrlging a communion or fellowship with Freema­
sonry. The connexion which exists at present, between 
the two institutions, has been accomplished by slow and 
im perceptible dP.grees, by the uniting of the members, 
each with the other, while the Church has continued till 
of late, to tolerate these connexions, with scarcely the 
least suspicion of treachery on the part of her pretended 
and accomplished friend, Freemasonry. 

Although I have no knowledge but that ever since 
masonry has existed, it has been common for those con­
nexions, more or less, to tal<e place, I belie1•e it to be 
quite a late thing, according to the recollection of the 
most aged, for any very large number of church members 
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to be connected with that institution, and more especially 
are we to consider it a late thing for any considerable 
number of the clergy to be connected with it. But dur­
ing a few years past, in the growth of our Churches and 
increase of ministers, it seems that a large proportion, 
particularly of the clergy, by the remittance of the initia­
tion fees generally, have been induced to join, so that, in 
New-England, I should not think it strange if among the 
various denominations, one fourth, or one third of their 
number have been drawn into the institution, while it is 
presumed, there is scarcely a Church to be found, if we 
except those of a very few denominations more careful 
than others in this thing, which has not in its connexion 
more or less of that fraternity, and perhaps, scarcely a 
lodge to be found without more or less of the members of 
the Church in its connexion. Whether the godly are 
will ing or not, to acknowledge this relation, or fellowship 
for the masonic institution, there is certainly no way, at 
present, to evade the fact. Masonry has frequently dis• 
played her banners, her splendid array, and glittering or­
naments in the house of God, and many times she has 
claimed the holy Sabbath for this purpose on funeral oc­
casions, while the Church has not only yielded up her 
rights to her demands, but has seemed to manifest un· 
qualified approbation and complacency ; in addition to 
which, many of the Church ha\'e put on the masonic badge 
and walked in the procession. More than this, many of 
our clergy have officiated and taken the lead in these 
ma..c:onic exhibitions, as it were, and in eulogizing the in­
stitution, thus manifesting, in the strongest and most 
public manner, their fellowship for its laws and princi­
ples. T hen while so large a portion of Christian minis­
ters and members of Churches, are thus fellowshipping 
that institu tion, and the Church knowingly fellowship:~ 
them in doing it, is it uot, on the part of the Church, 
a practical acknowledgment that the two institutions can 
walk in harmony and fellowship with each other 7 And 
how can this practical fellowship for the institntion be 
separated from its corruptions and wickedness, which are 
now known to be attached to its character 1 Then is 
not the Church in a dreadful bondage and entanglement, 
so connected with that in~titution, while her blessed lawa 
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of discipline must be trodden under foot, to make way 
for the execution of masonic laws 1 

Many of the members of our Churches, who have 
recently become acquainted with these facts, are looking 
on, with the most bitter g rief, because their brethren 
generally seem so backward to suspect any mischief from 
this source, that they cannot be pP.rsuaded to behold and 
turn away from such a deadly e1•il, justly feeling that, so 
long as the Church continue to fellowship F reemasonry, 
they must themselves be implicated in the anti·christian 
~haracter of that institution. Can any one show, how 
this melancholy inference can justly be avoided 1 while 
now there is quite a threatening aspect upon the face of 
this institution, 1:1poaking a langunge not difficult to be 
understood, that if the Church will not peaceably retain 
her in fellowship, she will array all her forces against the 
Church for its overthrow. This threatening aspect of 
the institution, from which I would exonerate the char­
acter of our mason ic Christian brethren, seems to be, 
perhaps, the most important reason, why there is such an 
apparent trembling and rclnctance to come forward, with 
many of our brethren in important stations, who appear 
to see the danger of the Church, and yet stand looking 
on, as though they were disinterested spectators; 01' wait­
ing for a general alarm to be g iven, that all may act 
in concert, and with the greater safety. This being the 
situation of t.he Church, in nward to the masonic institu-,, 
tion, how reasonable the Cl:lmmaud from heaven, "Come 
out of her my people."-I pass now to urge some reasons 
lor a compliance, on the part of the Church, with this im­
portant r..ommand of heaven. 

T he first reason which I shall notice, for the separa­
tion: of the Church from the mason ic institution, in addi­
tion to what may be considered as implied under my for­
mer proposition, is that which i ~ first mentioned in the 
text, " 1'/ta.t ye pm·take not of lte1· sins," that is, that the 
Church, and it;; members may not be looked upon, and 
rlealt with from heaven, as participating in the present 
manifested guilt of Freemasonry. We have already ta­
ken something of a view of the eril deeds of this institu­
tion as they have , of late, been exhibited, since its veil of 
darkness and secrecy have been so enti rely removed. 
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Although there have beP.n no small number of men, of 
moral and religious principles, who have been deceived 
by the alluring pretensions of that institution to becorue 
its members, who, by their goodly lives, have seemed to 
enstamp upon it outwardly, the appearance of a humane, 
moral, and almost a religious institution, yet, from it.s 
true character as it has exhibited itself of late, separate 
from what it has borrowed from the Church, and the 
character of good men who have been drawn into it, I 
should think we are safe in considering some of its le­
gitimate fruits to be, falsehood, deception, pride, office, 
power, profanity, perjury, deism, defamation, murder and 
treason. Can the Church, living in fellowship with this 
institution, while such of its characteristics are exhibited 
to public Yiew, prosper any better than Israel could, when 
defeated and slain before the inhabitants of Ai, merely 
because one of their number, A chan, had pilfered a wedge 
of gold and hid it, while this, no doubt, was a secret to 
I srael generally~ Although it is often said, that the 
Church has never flourished more than within thirty 
years past, which is du ring the very period of the princi­
pal growth of F reemasonry in this couutry, as an argu­
ment to convince us, that they ought not now to be sepa­
rated; the argument appears to me unsound, though it is,. 
perhaps, as good as any other which could be produced 
for the same purp<>se.--T he argument is evidently un­
sound, because, until a very short time past, the evil or 
anti-christian character of l<'reemasonry has been con­
~ealed, like a serpent in the grass, so that the Church 
has not had occasion to suspect but that its professions of 
humanity and benevolence, were hearty and sincere. 
Thus it appears, that " God winked at" her " ignorance," 
in her continuing so long to walk hand in hand with that 
institution, but now, since ber true character is exposed, 
should the Church continue this fellowship, she must in­
evitably be a voluntary partaker in all the guil t which is 
proved against that institution. 

A second reason which I would now urge for a com­
pliance on the part of the Church, with the command to 
come out of the masonic institution, is that which is also 
contained in the text, " T hat ye receive not of her plagues." 
Nothing, perhaps, is more sure, than that plagues sent 
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from God, are the just and natural consequences of un­
repented iniquity. Such plagues have sometimes been 
experienced in this world, rather as a premonition of that 
"ftarful loo!..ing for of judgmtnt and fiery indignation 
toltich, sltall devow· the adversaries." Though we are not 
to suppose, that God will so abandon his real children, 
even in their wanderings from him, as finally to give them 
over to the kingdom of Satan, they may be called to ex­
perience very severe sufferings in consequence of their 
wicked conduct, and feel as though they were actually 
forsaken of God forever ;-and by their examples of wick­
edness, may be the means of bringing plagues upon their 
companions and posterity, which shaH include the dread­
ful judgments of the eternal world. 

W ere I to speak of the temporal plagues of the mA­
sonic institution as being alluded to, in the text, l should 
s~ty, from present appearances, that in connexion with its 
sins, some of which have been mentioned, as having ap­
peared to public view, they appear to be, alienation, con­
tention, di11ision among the members, or a l10use most stri­
kingly divided against itself, and an inevitable falling. 
I t is devoutly to be hoped, that the Church may not be 
called to experience things like these, but I confess, that 
however some may differ from me in judgment, who are 
much wiser than myself, I am unable to see, from a long 
and close examination of the subject, any way by which, 
these very plagues can be averted from the Church only 
by her unreserved coming out from that institution ac­
cording to a command from heaven. I know that this 
represents the Church and its members as being in a pe­
culiar and trying situation ; but certainly, not so appa­
rently beyond remedy, and dangerous to individuals, as in 
the reformation, when it became necessary for it, to es­
cape the plagues of heaven, to come out from the Romish 
Church. 

In further urging reasons for a compliance with this 
command, on the part of the Church, I will here notice 
one fact, which must appear obvious to all who have ex­
amined this subject and its bearing upon the Church, 
and that is, such a general cessation of revivals of reli­
gion in our land, since the disclosurea of the secrets and 
character of masonry. Though there may be a few ex-
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ceptions, I think it will be admitted generally, by those 
who are familiar with these things, that in all onr Church­
es where Freemasonry exists, and her character is exam­
ined by the brethren, they have seemed at once disquali­
fied for any further special manifestation of the Divine 
Spirit, in the awakening and conversion of the impeni­
tent among them. And is it not apparent, that the 
Church must sink, and continue to sink, until the re shall 
be a deliverance etlP.cted from this melancholy evil7 I 
am well aware of the responses of thousands of voices, 
where such a question as this may be asked, from those 
who yet think favoral.tly of Freemasonry ; and I shall not 
question but that multitudes of well meaning persons, 
who acknowledge and deplore the evil now before us, as 
much as ourselves, do honestly believe at the same time, 
that it is twt masonry, but anti-masom·y, which is the 
guilty cause. But certainly, if this must be taken for 
good logic, though revivals in many cases have been ob­
served to be checked, so soon as the masonic question 
began to be examined, or anti-masonry appeared there, so 
to spl?ak; then surely it must be equally good reasoning, 
if there should be some of the most scandalous wicked­
ness, secretly introduced into a Church, perhaps, igno­
rantly at first, by some of its well meaning members, and 
should for some time lie concealed, from the Church and 
the world, while the place might be experiencing a re­
freshing from the presence of the Lord, to say as before, 
after this wickedness and scandal shall be unco1·ered to 
all the people, if any of the Church shall protest against 
it, and refuse any fellowship for it, then these are the 
guilty individuals who have put a stop to the revival, if it 
shall cease, rather than others who might have introduced 
the scandal at first, and still persist in retaining and jus­
tifying it in the Church. 

Must it not be agreed by all, that the Churches of our 
land, which hal'e began to experience trouble from the 
subject of Freemasonry, cannot expect to enjoy the smiles 
of heaven again, until it can somehow be disposed of 
among them 1 'l'hen how shall it be disposed ot; but by 
a general withdrawing from the fellowship of the institu­
tion 7 Sure, it can no more be hushed up and forgotten, 
where it is, and the Churches thus be restored to peace, 
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than the earth can be stopped in l1er revolutions and the 
sun prohibited his shining. But a separation from the 
masonic institution, is practicable, and expedient, and 
in my opinion the only way which can be devised, 
whereby the church can here rest and be built up. 

Again, shall not the express commands of heaven be 
regarded 1 " JV!tat concord ltath Clu·ist 1oitlt B elial ? or 
what part hath he tltat believetll with a" infidel? mut w!tat 
agreement llatlt the temple of God wit/1 idols ! W herefore 
cmne out f rom among them, and be ye separate saith the 
L ord." So in our text, "A11d I lumrd anotlu:r voice 
from heaven, saying, come out of her, my people." 

• 
ADDRESS OF THE WATERBURY ANTI-l\BSONIC 

MEETING . 

.Al<1 ft11171t1"071S m«ting of Fr-umm O[J[JOMd w the princi~ of SptcUI.aJit>t 
Ma80nry, holden tx!. tltt Mett·irw:•hOU$t ;n W attrbury, l'f!ashinJ!:'ton cQI.tflty, 
Vt. lln tilt 27th of October, 1132!1, l.l~r- Hon. EZiv. B UT LER, Ex· Govm1or 
of Vcl"m01!t, tc<U chosm Pruid~d, m1.d CHAR LES CA LK INS and ELYMUS 
S. Nxwco~s, &crttariu. T he followi"g Addrus"""' submilud to IN 
mttting, and udqpted. 

FELLOW CITIZENs,-In addressing you, we would 
freely and fearlessly express our "views concerning Free­
masonry-not for the purpose of creating prejudices in 
your minds against Freemasons, but to show you the na­
ture 11ncl tendency of their institution. O ur objections to 
Freemasonry are founded principally on the masonic 
oaths, such as have been revealed, and are not now denied 
hy masons who adhere to the institution. On a fair 
construction of these oaths, the following conclusions are 
deducible:-

" It exercises jurisdiction over the persons and lives of 
its members. 

"It arrogates to itself the right of punishing its members 
for offences unknown to the laws of this or any other 
nation. 

"It requires the concealment of crime, and protects 
the guilty from punishment. 
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" It encourages the commission of crime, by affordiag 
the guilty facilities of escape. 

" It affords opportunities for the corrupt and designing 
to form plans against the government, and the Jives aod 
characters of individuals. 

" It destroys all principles of equity by bestowing its 
favors on its own members, to the exclusion of all others 
equally meritorious and deserving. 

" It creates odious aristocracies, by its obligations to 
support the interests of its members, in preference to others 
of equo.l qualifications." 

I t requires a spirit of malevolence in its members, con­
trary to the precepts of the gospel. 

An institution fraught with such principles as we find 
in Freemason ry, we cannot view with complacency.­
W hen all its doings are secret, it must excite the jealousy 
of a free peoplP.. Its members may resolve no evil, or it 
may resolve the overthrow of our liberties. Abroad, rev­
olutions have been effected by Freemasonry, and they may 
be effected by it here as well as there ; for it is admitted 
that the principles of Freemasonry are the same the 
world over. 'I' hen ought we not to be jealous of this in­
stitution, and more especially now, than formerly, as its 
shocking principles are fully revealed 1 It is a knowledge 
of these principles that is calling forth the energies of the 
people in opposition to Freemasonry. In these princi­
ples the people can see nothing to approve, but much to 
censure. It is these principles which give an odious 
cha.racter to the institution. 

Because W ashington, Franklin, and other worthies 
have been members of it, it by no means follows that the 
institution is not corrupt : bad men have been members of 
a good institution-and good men have been drawn in to 
become members of a bad institution. W hile we venerate 
good men who have been, or are, nominally, Freemasons, 
we would fearlessly oppose the institution, and the doings 
of those men who are governed by its pernicious princi­
ples. Not that we expect by our exertions, suddenly to 
overthrow Freemasonry, which is so deeply rooted in our 
soil ; but we hope to check its growth by exposing its 
deformities. 

Very lately our attention has been called to an APPEAL 
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to the people, issued from tlle Gmnd L odge of Vermont, 
and signed by 168 masons. In this appeal they say­
" Were we to remain s ilent, we should be guilty of in­
flicting no less an injury upon you than upon ourselves; 
for were we quietly to submit to the dispensation and dis­
semination of error, and suft'tl r a political party to he built 
up on it, destructive of the liberties of the people, when 
we possess the power to expose the falsity of the represen­
tations, we should, to say the least, display an unwarraut­
able and reprehensible disregard for the safety of the free 
institutions under which we live." 

Here the apz1ellants declare, that they have not only 
tite power, but tlte disposition, to disclose the error, upon 
which anti-masons would build up a political pat ty. Now 
what have they disclosed 7 They have told the people 
that t·hey "are g-uiltless in any manner of shedJing hu­
man blood-guiltles.~ in any manner of conspiring against 
the liberties or privileges of the people, or endeavoring to 
monopolize an unequal portion of those privileges to our­
selves, or to abridge the rights of others-guiltless in any 
manner of impeding, retarding, or diverting the course of 
justice--guiltless in any manner of an iutrutiion into the 
three great departments of our governmcnt-R"uiltless in 
any manner of attempting to identify the subject with 
politics, or making the latter a subject of di~cussion or 
remark-guiltless in any manner of performing any act, 
i rt1moral or irreligious-and guiltless iu any manner of 
entertainin.~ the remotest suspicion, that the life of a fel­
low lx!in;x was subject to our oontrol." This appeal is 
signed by some of our most worthy citizens, and we never 
entert3ined the least suspicion, that they had been per­
sonally guilty of what they say they are guiltless. T hey 
are honorable men, aud their word is to be taken, where 
t here is no proof to the contrary. If they have been per­
sonaily charged with committing the aforesaid crimes, we 
can view it in no other light than gross slander. We 
knon' tltat they have bun cha1-ged with takinJ! tlte maso11ic 
out/,s, such as have been revealed to the public. To this 
charge th~y have not plead g uiltless. From their silence 
on this subject, we have a right to infer, and do infer, that 
every mason has taken one or more of these oaths, accord­
ing to the number of degrees to which he has advanced. 
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If the appellauts could t ruly make the declaration, and 
would make it, that they are guiltless of having taken 
tluse oatl•s, it would go far to show a fundamental ~rror 
in the reasoning of anti-masons. It would be a denial of 
the premises from which they draw their conclusions. 
But so long as their premises are not denied, their reason­
in" must have weight with the people. 

if the appellartts have not done these things which the 
principles of masonry would warrant, it does not prove 
that masonry is any better than it is represented by anti­
masons. I t does not prove that among 150,000 masons 
in the United States, there are not 100,000 who are po­
litical, and would vote for a brother mason before another 
person of equal qualifications; and it does not prove that 
t here are not 50,000 masons, who would take the life of a 
brother for disclosing the fundamental secrets of the 
order. 

What else, but the fear of death, prevented the disclo­
sures of these secrets from a thousand tongues, before 
Morgan disclosed them 1 And wha~ has been the fate of 
Morgan for making the disclosures 7 W e attribute his 
abd uction and death to masonry. But no mason, who 
participated in the abduction, has been expelled the 
lodge. Many masons have, by the Jaws of the land, been 
convicted and imprisoned for the crime; but the Jaws of 
masonry have not been violated, and the convicts remain 
worthy members of the lodges! We say these things to 
show the principles of masonry, and not to accuse the 
apptllants of shedding human blood. 
F~llow Citizens :-Political masonry should cease from 

among us, or political anti-masonry should be tolerated. 
W e hear masons declare that there is no such thing as 
political masonry. Let us see what fac ts prove. One 
masonic obligation requires, that a mason sltall vote for a 
brother in preference to any otlter person of equal qualifi­
cations. Is not this political masonry 7 T he masons in 
Vermont are about one twentieth part of the freemen, and 
they hold about three-fourths of all the important offices 
in the State. Is this owing to their superior fitness, or to 
political masonry 7 

This state of things is produced by political masonry. 
T here are no masons in the State so well qual ified for any 

14 
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office, but that there are other freemen to be found, who 
are not masous, as well qualified lor the same office; yet 
the mason must always obtain the office. We would not 
recommend the adoption of any rule to prevent masons 
obtaini ng olfice, but the frecman.'s oath. We will, how­
ever, act according to this oath, in resisting their shame­
ful monopoly of offices, whenever and wherever called to 
give our su!l'rage!.'. 

In the fifth Cong ressioilal district, in this State,political 
masonry, for twelve months past, has effected wonders: 
masons have combined, in so many diflerent shapes, to 
secure the election of a mason, to represent us in Con­
gress, that the:r zeal and shame are now without a cover. 
They have presented to us four masons in succession for 
the office, and spared no pains to slander the patriot and 
statesman, WJLLIAl\1 CAHOON; bnt the freemen 
have done nobly; they have, thus far, susi.ained him for 
their Representative through seven successive trial!;. 

And do we not see political masonry in the appeals to 
the people, one after aaothcr, issued from the lodge-room 
in Montpelier 1 Were not these appeals designed to have 
a political elkct! If masons in their lodge, can unite to 
make an appeal to put down anti-masonry, we see no rea­
son why they might not uni te on some other political sub­
ject as well; for instance, to stand by, and assist each 
otlw· to office. 

There is nothing in thei r obligations that restrains ma­
sons from acting on political subjects. In their lodges 
they have matured political plans which have made kings 
tremble on their throucs. T hey always have been, and 
always will be poli tical, when circumstances require it, 
for their own security or aggrandizement. Not that we 
belie1·e that masons would introduce party politics into a 
lodge ; for this might occasion contention in the body. 
A union in thought, and in action, is a principle of 
]Jtilitir.al masonry ; therefore, party politics are excluded. 

Pol itical masonry, in and out of the lodge, cries aloud 
that anti-masonry is political, because she peaceably, and 
without previous concert, goes to the polls, and has the 
audaci1y to vote down political masonry. It is submitted 
to the people to say, whether this be a crime. . 

Political masonry says, anti-masons proscribe masons. 
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I t is true, anti-masons resist masons, wlu•n they attempt 
to monopolize offices. And is this a fault 1 A uti-masons 
have, r.nd will oppose ARISTOCttACY, in whatever form or 
shape it presents itself. They call no man in these 
United States, King , Lord, or 1\'Iost Worshi;>ful-they dis­
claim all . titles of nobility. They are free citizens, and 
claim equal rights aeul pri \·ileges. 

F ellom Citizens :-·w c look with astonishment, when we 
behold the rule in Freema:;onry that requires its members 
to point a masonic he·other out to the world as an unwor­
thy and vicious vagabond ; to oppose his int rest., to de­
r ange his busioes~;, to transfer his characte r after him 
wherever he may gn, to expose him to w ulcrupt during 
his whole natural life. This rule is wholly opposed to the 
gospel, which teaches us not to render evil for evil , 1->·.tt 
good for evil ; to love our enemies, an:! do good to th:~se 
who injure u;;. But why does the masonic rule require 
these things 1 Because the brother has off'euflcd. H e 
htls off'ended, pe rhaps, by withdrawing from Freemasonry. 
·W e fear that the principles of this rule a re applied by 
some profe~sing Christians, \\'ho are masons , to pious 
cle rgymen, who have honestly seceded from the lodge. 
And other clergymen , who have had the boldness to raise 
t heir voices again~t Freemasonry, we belie"e, have been 
dismissed, or threatened with a dismission, or to have 
their living taken from them on that account. The 
preachers of the gospel nrc to he awed into silence, and 
the truth is not to be tohl about the anti-chrh1tian princi· 
pies of Freemasonry, althongh these principles, at this 
day, are as well und erstood by others, as by masons them­
selves. Is iniquity to be covered over 1 Does not the 
prosperity of the churches require plain preaching on this 
subject 1 W e would g ive thanks to the Lord that so many 
pious persons have shakfln off the s!1ack les of Freema­
sonry, and it is our heart's desi re , that a great multitude 
may'soon follow their examph~s. 'We are religiously op­
posed to many things in Freemasonry ; and wholly 
condemn the application of the principles of the above 
masonic rule to any offending brother, by an offended 
brother in the church. We consider the gospel rule in 
Matthew alto)!ether preferable. Is it not del:reed in high 
heaven, that Freemasonry shall soon cease to be revered 
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by all the saints on earth 7 She has already fallen, with her 
robes stained in human blood. Many of her sons are 
astonished, and are exclaiming, " It is not I; it is not I, 
who have done this wicked deed." If you are guiltless 
in this matter; if you have not done any thing " immoral 
or irreligious," then no longer advocate Freemasonry, 
but be ye separate from her. 

EZRA BUTLER, President. 
c. CALKINS, ?. s. . 
E. S. NewcoMB, 5 ecretaraes. 

REPORT 

Rupecting the Authenticity of the Ma!onic Disclosurtt.-lkde to the N~ 
Y ork Slate Cont-enticm, Feh. 21, 1829. 

The committee appointed to inquire whether the cere­
monials, obligations and secrets of the masonic order, as 
disclosed by the late William Morgan, before his abduc­
tion and murder, and the convention of seceding masons 
at Le Roy, on the 4th and 5tb July last, are substantially 
correct aud true, &c. respectfully Report: 

T hat the subject of inquiry allotted to your committee, 
has received that mature deliberation, which its impor­
tance seemed to demand. Your commiuee are of opinion, 
that in the exercise of their legitimate powers, it does 
not appear proper to introduce in the ir report animadver­
sions upon masonry, and they therefore confine the re­
port strictly to the evidences, in relation to the disclosures, 
reference to which bas been had. 

In regard to the correctness and truth of the three first 
degrees as disclosed by the late William .M<>rgan before 
his abduction and murder, your committee deem it un­
necessary to multiply proofs-no further e 1•idence would 
seemingly be necessary on that point, than what has 
been heretofore laid before the publi<', The murder of 
the author has effectually and conclusively impressed the 
seal of authenticity upon his revelations. But, if further 
proof be required by any, it may be found in the clearly 
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expressed concurring testimony borne by some hundreds 
of seceding masons-and also, by the ready admission of 
many of the order, who still adhere to the precepts and 
principles of masonry, and who not only admit the truth 
of the degrees published, but likewise the murder of the 
author for a violation of his obligations in writing those 
degrees. 

In relation to.the truth of the disclosures made at Le 
Roy, at the period stated in the re~olution, your commit­
tee have been enabled to receive from the lips of three 
persons of high repu tation, who have taken all the de­
grees, such a statement of attendant facts and cir­
cumstances, as that none can doubt the general correct­
ness and truth of the disclosures. Your committee, in 
preparing their report, have studied to make it as brief 
as the nature of the subject, and tho mass of information 
obtained would admit. They respectfully submit the 
fo llowing as a statement of facts authenticated to the en­
t ire satisfaction of your committee. T he Royal Arch 
Degree as published, was obtained through an' authentic 
source, directly from J eremy L. Cross, Grand Lecturer 
·of the United States. That differences in the manner of 
work, and in the lectures had sprung up among the lodges 
and chapters, to check which, and produce uniformity, 
thi::i Mr. Cross was appointed to the office he now hold:>­
that in administering the obligation of the Royal Arch 
Degree, as he instructs, the words "murder and treason 
not excepted," are expressly used, while some chapters 
before had only required a companion's secret to be kept 
" in all cases without exception"-that instances have 
often occurred where the recipients of the R oyal Arch 
obligation h:tve refused to attest to certain parts of it , and 
that such parts, after fruitl ess and artful attempts to ex­
plain them to the satisfaction of the candidate, have been 
omitted. That ora the trial of S. D. Green, of Batavia, 
before an ecclesiastical tribunal, three wituesses on oath, 
stated that the degrees. as disclosed by the Le R oy Con­
vention of the 4th and 5th July last, were substantially 
true-that affidavits of some ten or twelve persons to the 
same effect, were made and attested to, for the purpose 
of being used at a meeting of the Presbyterian order held 
in Bergen, Genesee county, in December last-five of 

14* 
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which deponents bad received all the degrees-that 
on numerous occasions during the pendency of trials io 
courts of justice, some of the seceding Masons at Le 
Roy were subprenaed to attend such trials as witnesses, 
to sustain objections against masonic jurors, when called 
in a caul:Se where a brother or companion was a pa.rty­
that they did attend, that objections were interposed on 
the ground of the existing obligation between the juror 
and the party, and that the objected juro~s have uniformly 
been dispensed with, rather than submit to a trial of the 
objection. 

W ith respect to the correctness and truth of the de­
grees of Knights of the Red Cross-Knights T ernplars, 
and Knights of Malta-Knights of the Christian Mark­
and Knights of the Holy Sepulchre, the evidence is writ­
ten, and a reasonable doubt cannot be entertained-a 
ritual of the degrees in manuscript was left with those 
who made the disclosure by a high masonic officer, known 
to have been authorised to confer those degrees. 

This rituaJ formed the basis on which the publication 
was made, and still remains in their possession. There baa 
also been a ritual in manuscript, left by a high and author­
ised mason, who came among them to establish a council, 
called "The Holy and T hrice Illustrious Order of the 
Cross," and grant diplomas, headed "The Ancient Coun­
cil of the T rinity, by their successors in the United States 
of America"-from the rituals, were the degrees of 
Knighthood taken and puulished. Your committee there­
fore are of opinion, that the evidence in relation to these 
latter degrees is conclusive. 

The progress in masonry, of one of the informants, 
was thus given masonically. 

R egularly ittitiated into the degree of entered appren-
tice mason. 

P assed to the degree of fellow Craft. 
R aised to the sublime degree of Master. 
A dvanced to the honorary degree of Mark Master. 
P l'esided in the chair. 
Acknowledged and recei\·ed as Most Excellent Master, 

and exalted to the sublime degree of Royal Arch. 
Degrees in the Encampment. 
Knight of tbe Red Cross. 
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Knight Templar, and Knight of Malta. 
Knight of the Christian Mark, and 
Knight of the Holy Sepulchre. 
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In the Council he received the degree of Illustrious, 
Most Illustrious, and Thrice Illustrious Order of the 
Cross. 

The offices he held were, Worshipful Master; 
Secretary of the Chapter, and Generalissimo of the 

Genesee Encampment. 
That in addition to the three degrees of masonry re­

vealed by William Morgan, and the twelve degrees dis­
dosed by the convention of seceding masons at Le Roy, 
on the 4th and 5th of July last, your committee would 
beg leave .to state that ELDER DAVID BenNARD, late In­
timate Secretary of the Lodge of Perfection, and one of 
the seceding masons at I.e Roy, is about to publish the 
" Eleven Ine.Jlable De{!'rees" conferred in the Lodge of 
Perfection, and also, Seven French Degrees of a still 
higher order of masonry; the authenticity of which your 
committee think cannot reasonablv be doubted; that in 
one of these degrees now revealed, ·namely, the" Knights 
Adepts of tlte Eagle, or Sun!" DEISM is plainly avow­
ed, and a dagger aimed at the Christian Religion. 

BATES COOKE, Chairman. 

·Resolved, That in the opinion of this convention, the 
authenticity of the thirty-three degrees of masonry re­
vealed, is satisfactorily established. 

REPORT 

Of the General Central Anti-Mastm·ic C(l1TimifJee 11p0n the progress and con­
diti.on of the Anti·ilfasor<ic cause.-ftolade to the New York Stal.e Comm­
tum, hOlden at A/ham;. 

IN rendering our grateful acknowledgements to the 
Dispenser of all good, and congratulating our fellow citi­
zens upon "t!te signs of tlte times" which indicate a 
great moral and political revolution in the coming over­
throw of Freemasonry, it may not be unprofitable to 



IG4 OPINIONS ON FREE:IJASOI'\RY. 

glance backwards O\'er the relationshiJ> which that iosti· 
tution bore to the people and the country, at the period 
when the overt acts were committed, which are lending 
the American R epublic to re-assert and confirm its lnde· 
pendence. 

T he masonic society by its arrogation of all the sci­
ence, wisdom, patriotism, and virtuel", which illumine the 
age, endow and sustain the institutions of the country, 
and adorn the human character, had conciliated the es­
teem and won the confide nce of public opinion. It had 
grown under these general influences, unsuspected of 
other motives than those which it professed, into enor­
mous wealth and g igantic power. Profe,;sing strict obe­
dience to the laws, and a wedded affinity to the religion 
of t he country, it had implanted its roots, extended its 
arms, and established it.s laws all over the land. The 
suspicions and apprehensions that had watched and over­
come all other secret associations, by the soothing preten­
sions and specious bearings of Freemasonry were quieted 
and disarmed. 

At this crisis of popular credulity, the masonic con­
spiracies and outrages which have aroused the moral 
energies of this State, and promi~e to interest the whole 
nation , were matured and perpetrated.- Voluntary inves­
tigations were speed ily undertnlteu : but the people were 
slow to entertain evil thoughts of an ancient and honora­
ble institution.-The great, the wise and the good, of 
every age and country, were claimed to be among its 
votaries and patrons. Investigations, embarrassed and 
crippled by the influence and stratagems of the fraternity, 
proceeded with slow and uncertain steps. The laws were 
relaxed and the ministers of justice lingered in their 
course. The constitutional reliances of the people, for 
protection and safety, were soon found too weak to dis­
c harge their functions; and the public press, which, on 
all other occa.sions of existing evil or approaching danger 
had asserted its high prerogati1•e, was now awed into 
silence. 

A general alarm spread through the western connties. 
The people met and appointed committees of invr.stiga­
tion. It was soon discovered that the outrages had not 
been unadvisably perpetrated by irresponsible members 
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of the fraternity, but authorised by the institution and im­
pelled by its principlt!s. T he conspiracy, from its or igin 
to its . conclusion, embraced a period of more than four 
monthto, nnd the knowledge of it extended from the im­
mediate actors in it, to the highest authori ties pertaining 
to the Order. 

The results of the first six months' investigation, are 
embodied in a narrative , and published by the Lewiston 
committee. The facts and developements therein ~et forth, 
have with~tood t he "lest of tmtlt, ancl the .<c1'utiuy of 
time." W ith a view to possess the people of informntion 
wh ich so deeply conce rned thei r individual rights and the 
public safety, the committee caused five thousand copies 
of this narrative to be gt atuitously circulated through this 
and adjoi ning S tates. 

F ind ing the ordinary tribunals of justice, in some in­
stances di t<inclined to discharge their duties, aurl in all 
cases too feeule to resist the mysteriously powerli1l influ­
ence of Freemasonry, the people memorialized thr.i r R ep­
resentatives for relief. T heir petition respectfully de­
tailed the alarming facts now so well known to all, and 
earnestly praying that the arm of the law might be 
strengthened, scarcely received the decent forms of legis~ 
lative intcrmr.nt. T he same irresistible power which had 
misruled our public oflicers, sealed the lips of witnesses, 
tampered with the consciences of jurors, and su~pended 
the sword of justice, now closed the halls of legislation 
upon the people. 

Turned out of Court and repulsed by their R epresen­
tatives, the people of the western couuties appealed, not 
to the weapons which God ani! nature had put into their 
hand, as would ha1·e been the case in a less enlightened 
country, but to public opinion, lawfully and uurlerstand­
ingly expres~ed, through the B ALLoT BoxEs, for protec­
tion and redress. E very other avenue wa~ cliJst:d. This 
was the only constitutional la$t 1·csort. Truly auspicious 
results, aud salutary influences, are vindicat ing the wis­
dom of this appeal, and all coming experience will sanc­
tion its justice. 

Meantime the public eye, and the committee, more es­
pecially, turned inquiringly from individual oflenrlers, 
towards the institution itself. A keen desire was mani-
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fest to know the real character of Freemasonry, and the 
true tendency of its principles. Morgan had made a full 
revelation of the three first degrees, the truth of which 
was attested by his abduction and sealed with his blood. 

Masonry, however, professed to be a "progrcssiL·c sci­
ence," and further developements we re necessary to the 
formation of a correct estimate of its character. These 
were not long wi thheld. An encampment of K nights 
Templars at Le Roy, after a violent and protracted strug­
gle with that portion of their companions which approved 
of the outrage::, resolved to restore themseh·es to society 
and their country, by renouncing the principles and ex­
posing the secrets cf the institution. This solemn duty 
was discharged , in convention, at Le Roy, on the 9th of 
F ebruary, 1828.-The horrid oaths, unearthly penalties, 
profane orgies, and blasphemous rites, of the higher de­
grees, were made public. Freemasonry, stripped of her 
seeming vestal garments and gorgeous attire, now stood 
bald naked, exposed to the scorn and abhorrence of a 
long deluded, but fin ally disabused peo~le. 

The committee continued their investigations, ano were 
in constant attendance upon the several courts, where 
indictments were pending, vainly endeavoring to acceler­
ate the tardy and fettered footsteps of justice. 

Near the close of the winter session of 1828, the ex­
ecutive and legislative departments of the Government 
became suddenly impressed wi th the propriety and neceiJ­
sity of affi>rding the relief which was so promptly denied 
the preceding session. An act was passed, authorising 
the appointment of special counsel, to prosecute the in­
Testigation of the masonic ontrages. The then acting 
Governor appointed Daniel Moseley, Esq. to discharge 
this responsible duty. 

That gentleman entered immediately into the investi­
gation, which he continued to prosecute, diligently, un­
til called from the discharge of the duties, to a seat upon 
the bench, in the 7th Judicial District. 

.Mr . .M:oseley has collected and arranged an important 
mass of complicated testimony, evidencing a wide spread 
of conspiracy, c.nd an accumulation of crime, fearful, dark 
and atrocious. This fulfilling measure of guilt grows 
out of the necessity, from which the institution cannot 
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escape, of protecting those who, in obeying its mandates, 
violated the laws of the land. The masonic conspirators 
acted under the adoicc of their chapters , the principles of 
w hich, in letter and spirit , cover the whole ground. Even 
the murderers of Morgan, can open their Freemason's 
Monitor, and demand their 1·ewm·dj01· executing tlte lt·aitor. 

I f any thing were wanting to prove that these outragei 
were the natural offspring of masonic PRINCil'LES, we 
would refer to tht: fact, that the persons notoriously con­
cerned in them, not merely stand fai r with their lodges 
and chapters, but ha1:e been elevated tu their ltigltest lwn­
ors and offices! Those too who fled from justice, have 
been protected and supported by the fraternity. And we 
have strong reasons to believe, though unsupported by 
positive testimony, that mo~,~ics have been furni~hed by 
the gra11d chapter for the relief and defence of the con­
spirators, who are distinguished by the mystic brother­
hood, as the " Jf1estern Sujfturs.'"" 

The time and mr.mner of .Morgan's murder has been 
ascertained, by those who were immediately connected 
with the investigations.-Most if not all the per~ons by 
whom the foul deed was perpetrated, m·e satisfactorily 
knoum-but wheu, and by whose ageucy, their guilt will 
be jur~ciously established, remains with the great dispo­
ser of all human e \·ents. 

Edward Giddins, whose testimony would go very far 
in de\•elopiug the finale of this extended conspiracy and 
foul murder, has been rejected as a witne~s, in the Onta­
rio court of Common Pleas, hy a rule, in relation to the 
soundness of which the most distinguished juri:;ts enter­
tain conflicting opinions. H ad the objection went to Mr. 
Giddins' credibility, he would have been fu lly sustained 
-for few men have passed through life with a more 
blameless reputation. 

Elisha Adams, into whose hands Morgan passed from 
Mr. Giddins, and who continued to feed and guard him 
until the night of the murder, was sent by its confeder­
ates to Vermout., from whence he was demanded as a fu­
gitive from justice. Adams was a reluctant ag~nt of the 

• This fact bas since been directly e•tab{uhed hy the declaratioll 
of Mr. Yates ; who gives namts aou sunu. 
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c nspirators, and during his seclusion, had determined if 
brought to the bar as a witness, as he himself repeatedly 
averred, to " make a clean breast of it"· by telling the 
truth. He continued in this wholesome frame of mind, 
until he found himself surrounded by his guilty R oyal 
Arch Companions, who soon succeeded iu re-establishing 
t heir mysterious influence o1•er his conscience; and sub­
jecting him to that obligation of their peculiar code, 
which, under the most fearful penalties, enjoins the keep­
ing of a companion's secrets, in all cases, " murder and 
treason not excepted." William King, who professed to 
have returned to Niagara county, for the purpose of con­
fronting his accusers, swore off his t rial, and bas retraced 
his steps to Arkansas. Howard, of Butfalo, who applied 
the torch to Miller's office, fled to Europe, and bas not 
since been beard of. J ohn Whitney, of Rochester, who 
following the councils of more 1vary conspirators, went 
fearful lengths, after biding in distant States for nearly 
two years, has returned and awaits his t rial. Lotan Law-

. son, who pleaded guilty to the conspiracy indictments, to 
prevent the production of testimony, that would inculpate 
him for a higher offence, has completed his two years 
imprisonment, and taken up his abode in the State of 
Pennsylvania. It is known that a masonic friend of 
L awson's preceded him on his route from Canandaigua 
to his destined residence, summoning the chapters to 
meet-but for what purpose we are left to conjecture. 

T he case of Eli Bruce, late sheriff of Niagara county, 
who was convicted in O ntario of receiving and confining 
.Morgan in Fort Niagara, was referred, on a question of 
form, to the supreme court. E ighteen other persons con­
cerned in the outrages have been indicted, but the public 
prosecutor !tas not been nble to bring on their trials. 

Nothing but the intelligence and virtue of a great pro­
portion of its members had so long restrained Freemason­
ry from open misrule and violence. Its signs, grips and 
obligations, afford every facil ity for the protection and es­
cape of masonic offenders. And these facilities arc far 
from having been unimproved. Depredations to a great­
er amount and conspiracies of a more formidable charac­
ter, have been committed and concealed under the ripen­
ing influence of Freemasonry, than the public, aided by 
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recent developements, would be willing to believe.-Ihe 
institution exerts a mysterious and pernicious · influence 
over all the relations of life. The obligation which binds 
masons to warn their brethren of all approaching danger, 
and to keep inviolable their guilty secrets, is a direct 
bribe to the vicious propensities of our nature.-And that 
obligation which compels a mason to assist a mystic 
brother out of difficulty, " right or wrong," furnishes the 
widest latitude to crime. It is not unknown to those who 
have given the subject their attention that the numerous 
gangs of counterfeiters who have so frequently flooded the 
State with spurious notes and base coin, were almost whol­
ly composed of Freemasons. Wit{! this knowledge, it is 
no longer a mystery bow they so frequently eluded the min­
isters of justice, or escaped through the meshes of the law-. 

But there is an evil of a more alarming nature ~o which 
we feel constrained to draw the public attention. Free­
masonry has cast her broadest mantle over legislative cor­
ruP.tion and bribery.-The attempt of John Anderson to 
bube the Hon. Lewis Williams, chairman of the commit­
tee of claims, in the House of Representatives, has led to 
a brief examination of transactions of a similar character 
in ou~ State legislature. Col. Anderson attempted to 
bribe Mr. Williams as a "man and mason," but being no 
mason, .Mr. W. was at liberty, not only to reject the bribe 
but to expose the culprit.* This incident is full of in-

• COL. ANDERSON'S LETTER. 
TM Hm. Letl7U Wailiams. 

Honored Sir : I return you thanks for the attention J received to 
rny claims to pus so soon. Mr. Lee will hand you some claims 
from the Rlver Raisin, which will pass through your Honorable 
Committee; and I have a wish that the conduct of the British in 
that country may be related in full, on the floor of Congress; which 
'Will give you some trouble in making out the Report and supporting 
the same. I haue now lo request that you will accept of the mw.ll 
1um of FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS as part pay for the extra 
trouble J give you ; I wiU pre•tnt it to you a• 1oon a• I recme 
•omefrom Goum1ment (!) This is CONFIDENTIAL, that OJJly 
you and'~ may know any thin!{ about it; or, In OTHER woRDs, 
I git~e it to you as a man and a MASON; and hope you btl<mg to 
that •ocitty. Sir, should it happen 1hat you will not accept of this 
8mall 1um, I request that you will ezcure me; If you do not accept, 
1 wish you to drop me a few lines; if you accep1, I wish no a.nswer. 
I hope you will see my view on the subject. that it 13 for extn 
trouble. [ ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ] . JOHN ANDERSON. 

Wa~hington, Jan. 6, ISIS. 
I ii 
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l!truction. Had Mr. Williams been a mason, though 
promptly rejecting the bribe, he was not at liberty to expose 
a mystic brother to shame and punishment. A Freema­
I!On approaches his legislative brother, with the wages of 
iniquity in hand, in the full assurance that if his bribe is 
rejected, his guilty secrets will be inviolably kept. This 
reason is fortified by an extended train of facts. The his­
tory of all the known corruption practised in our legi!la­
ture, from the briberies committed with the Merchant's 
Bank in 1804, to those of the Fulton and Chemical Char­
ters in 1824, is pregnant with testimony against Free­
masonry. The fact that almost e\•ery man known to have 
been disreputably concerned in those transactions, was a 
Freemason, admonishes the people to guard these avenues 
·against the corrupting influence of that institution. And 
that ancient, if not honorable fraternity, the Lobby, which 
still infests the seat of government, and beleaguers the cap­
itol, stands conspicuous in the lists of Freemasonry. Of 
all the horde of mercenaries who hang yea.r after year upon 
the legislature, let even one be named who is not a bright 
Freemason. These assertions are not brought upon 
slight or insufficient testimony. The evidence of their 
entire t ruth may be obtained by all who make proper in-. . 
qumes. 

But the institution puts forth on all occasions, as a 
shield and dP.fence against her, the names of eminently 
virtuous men, who in their youth, misled by her false pre­
tensions to science and wisdom, " took her for better or 
for worse.'' The sainted name of W ASHtNGToN, though 
·his reeorded admonitions to " beware of all secret •elf 
creaJed associations, under what specious garb soever tluy 
appeared," forbids the profanation, is imprudently used 
to patch up the tattered vestments with which a detected 
imposter still seeks to cover her deformities. The stain­
less reputation of a contemporary,* whose charities have 
eogra\'ed hi!l name upon the hearts of thousands, and 
who~e. munificence is even now unfolding the treasures 
of knowledge to the humblest citizen, and extending the 
boundaries of science to the remotest section of the State, 
is daily pressed into the service of Freemasonry, to give 
false lustre to its character, and posthumo1;1s currency to 

• H on. Stephen Van Rensselaer. 
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its principles. It is due to this distinguished gentleman 
to state, that although the swelling titles and empty honors 
of the fraternity have been continuously lavished upon 
him, he never could be pressed beyond the third degree 
of Speculative Freemasonry. And a confiding hope is 
entertained, based upon our knowledge of his virtues and 
patriotism, that ere long he will feel constrained to in­
hibit the use of his right name in beguiling the footsteps 
of our youth into the dark and devious recesses of the 
lodge room. More than four hundred initiates, within 
our own State, including members of every Degree, from 
an Entered Apprentice to the Thrice lllustrions Knights 
of the Holy 1 'rinity, have publicly renounced the institu· 
tion. Thousands have silently withdrawn, and it cannot 
be presumed that any good man who received it upon 
trust, will continue his connexion with the fraternity after 
he has thoroughly examined the tendency of its princi· 
pies. 

Freemasonry is deeply anxious to conceal the truth in 
relation to herself and her steadfast votaries. It will re· 
quire much zeal and labor to expose and dissipate the 
falsehoods and delusions which the fratern ity have so in­
dustriously spread abroad. Time and truth, however, 
will ultimately encompass these ends. All there is of 
Freemasonry, pertaining to the lodges, chapters, and en­
campments, may be gathered from .Morgan's Illustrations, 
and the Le Roy revelations. But the inquirer for real 
Freemasonry, divested of its gaudy trappings, and its tra­
ditionary fable, must seek out other sources of informa­
tion. The work of Abbe Barruel, and Professor Robi­
son's Proofs of a Conspiracy to overthrow all Religion 
and Government, present a faithful and alarming picture 
of Freemasonry, and commend themselves to the delibe­
rate consideration of the American people. Of the vari­
ous writers who are now developing, with fearless pens., 
and surpassing powers, the legitimate tendency and aims 
of Freemasonry, Henry Dana 'Ward, of N11w York, and 
Elder John G. Stearns, of Oneida county, have attained a 
proud eminence, from which they are dispensing floods of 
light and knowledge. These gifted and enlightened men 
were members of the masonic fraternity . T hey had, 
however, sifted its pretensions, and eschewed its princi­
ples, previous to the murder of Morgan. T he writings of 
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these gentlemen ought to be speedily procured and exten· 
sively circulated through every town in the State. We 
hazard nothing in saying, that no intelligent man or rna· 
son can read Mr. Ward's volume, entitled, Freemasonry, 
without being convinced that the institution is a rank im· 
posture and dangerous cheat. * * * * * 

Entirely erroneous opinions have been propagated. far 
and wide, in relation to the views and conduct of anti· 
masons. We are represented as persecuting and oppress­
ing all the members of the masonic society, thereby con­
foundi ng the innocent with the guilty. Nothing but 
Freemasonry itself, is more fallacious than this accusa­
tion. Freemasons have violated the laws of the State and 
taken the life of an unoffending citizen. The influence 
of the fraternity has impeded, and continues to impede, 
the course of justice, and the offenders stalk abroad in the 
community, cherished and supported by the institutiou, 
unmolested and unpunished. The secrets and principles 
of the· institution, which have been fully exposed, are 
positively and undeniably bad and dangerous. We there­
fore ask Freemasons to renounce them. If they refuse 
to accede to a request so reasonable, are we made ob­
noxious to the charge of persecution for withholding 
our support from them 1 How are the people to redeem 
tbeir halls of legislation, to purify their temples of justice, 
or to re-establish the ascendency of their laws, if the 
supporters of Freemasonry are not dispossessed of place 
and power. 

The progress of truth, and the developements of 
time, have refuted many of the fictions, and turned 
back some of the calumnies with which the fraternity 
so long held public opinion in suspense.-It is no longer 
gravely asserted that Morgan is selling his books, that 
he has retired beyond the Rocky monntains, or that 
he has joined the standard of the false prophet, at Smyr­
na. All who do not egregiously undervalue the intel­
ligence of the people, are constrained to admit that 
this citizen, blameless of all offence to the laws of the 
land, after fit'e days co11jinement, was tkliberately mu,·der­
ed at Fa~·t Niagara, a1•d cust into Lake O~Jtario. The 
same calumny which represented the just indignation of 
freemen, as an excitement got np for the temporary pur­
p06e of aiding a pa.rty, has spent its malice, and passes, 
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with the mass of falsehoods which that fruitful occasion 
for private and public defamation provoked.-The deep 
sensibility and awakened interest which ten free States 
are manifesting, by unequivocal demonstrations of hostili· 
ty to the ma.sonic institution, repels the accusation of the 
fraternity which confined their belligerents to an infected 
district of madmen and fanatics in the western part of the 
State of New York. 

But we turn from the past to contemplate the future­
where hope is unfolding her bright visions to the eye of 
patriotism, and promising her treasured rewards to the ae­
pirations of piety. The quiet, but resistless power of pub­
lic opinion, is accomplishing a great moral and political 
revolution. This work, which moved forward with cau­
tious and faltering steps, through its incipient stages, ia 
now rapidly spreading all over this and the neighboring 
States. We cannot yet fix its bound~t;ries, or estimate the 
time that it will require to accomplish its high purposes. 
But one thing is certain. The fire will burn while the 
fuel lasts; and the disenthralled spirit which has gone 
abroad, will not return until the Republic is etfectua1ly 
redeemed from the unhallowed grasp of Speculative Free· 
masonry. 

Rochester1 Feb. 15, 1829 . 

• 

SAMUEL WORKS, 
HARVEY ELY, 
F. F. BACKUS, 
F. WHITTLESEY, 
THURLOW WEED. 

REPORT 

Of 1M &ltd _Cil7,.,.illt!t! of tht ~~&t of Au~n&bly of New· York, on 1M Abo 
ductilm lrnd Murder of W illiam ltrorgan.-Mcuk Ftb. 16, 1829. 

THE eelect committee to whom was referred so muoh 
of the message of his excellency the governor, as relates 
to the abduction of William Morgan , and the prooeeding~t 
under the act passed the 15th day of April, 1828, respect­
fully report, in part ; 

That they have endeavored to give the subject that at-
15• 
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tention which its importance demands, and to pursue their 
investigations in that spirit of candor that should charac­
terize an inquiry into matters of so much delicacy ; and 
respecting which, there exists great public excitement. 
They cannot flatter themselves, however, that they bare 
carried nothing of feeling with them into the investigation 
of the subject; for, coming, as most of them do, from 
what has been sometimes termed the " infected district," 
it is hardly to be supposed, that they should be indifferent, 
in the midst of a community greatly agitated. Still, they 
trust, that they have so far succeeded in discussing it dis­
passionately, as to lay before you no facts, except such as 
have the impress of authenticity, and to draw no inferences 
which are not fairly deducible from established premises. 

The message of his excellency the governor treats the 
subject as one \fbich may require the interposition of the 
legislature, and to your committee has been assigned the 
task of ascertaining what legislation is necessary. It 
being highly important that the legislature should be in 
possession of the facts in every case, respecting which 
they may be called to legislate, your committee believed it 
to be thei r duty to oollect and spread before this house a 
statement of the circumstances of this extraordinary affair, 
together with the causes which produced them, so far as 
the same have been ascertained. For this purpose, they 
directed their chairman to address lette rs to the Bon. 
Daniel Moseley, special counsel, appointed by the execu­
tive of this State, under the act passed April 15, 1~, 
and to Bowen Whiting, Esq. district attorney for the 
oounty of O ntario, requesting from them a statement in 
detail of such particulars of the transaction as may have 
come to their knowledge, in the discharge of their official 
duties. 

Your committee were aware, that the circumstances re­
lating to the Morgan outrages, had been collected and pub­
lished in a pamphlet form, and in some public newspapers, 
by a number of respectable gentlemen, selected for that 
purpose ,by their fellow citizens in public meetings ; and 
that notwit~standing these gentlemen, some of whom have 
seats in this hou~e, affixed their own signatures to these 
publications, no attempt had been made to disprove their 
tilatements. Still, as there exists a disposition in our 
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country to discredit statements which are made through 
tile organ of the periodical press, and it being desirable to 
lay before this house such data as might with proper 
safety be relied upon, by those who may be called to act 
in this grave matter, your committee thought it better to 
refer you to statements emanating from those whose official 
duties have made them acquainted wilh these singular 
transactions. It has too long been the opinion of many, 
that the " western excitement" belonged more properly 
to our newspaper, than to our judicial history; and events 
more alarming in their character, when viewed in all their 
hearings, than any that have transpired in the course of 
many years, have been regarded rather as a romance than 
as solemn matters of fact. In making this statement, 
your committee mean no reiJection upon the intelligence 
of this house or this community. The state of feEtling 
and the incredulity that have existed in many places with 
regard to this matter, have proceeded from an honorable 
eonfidence in our free institutions, and in the integrity of 
our fellow citizens, which bespeak great elevation of sen­
timent and nobleness of spirit; but .which at the same 
time slww with what ease our good nature may be prac­
tised upon by the artful and designing. 

The call for information made upon Mr. Whiting, was 
an11wered. And your committee would take the liberty 
of expressing their acknowledgements to this gentleman for 
bis.proruptitude and frankness in preparing for them, in 
the midst of pressing professional engagements, a stat~ 
ment so full and satisfactory. 
·· · From this statement it appears that in the summer of 
. .J.826, a notice was inserted in the Ontario Messenger, a 
newspaper published at Canandaigua, by the procurement 
of those who were afterwards concerned in the outrages, 
representing Morgan to be guilty of bad conduct, and that 
particular information might be had respecting him, on 
application to the lodge in that village. During the sum­
mer of that year, it was reported that Morgan was writing 
a book on Freemasonry, to be published by David C. 
Miller, of Batavia, and this report was confirmed by sub­
sequent events. Much feeling was excited amongst many 
members of the masonic fraternity, in consequence of this 
report ; and meetings were held in many places, to eon-
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eider of measures, by which the publication of the book 
might be prevented. A Canadian whose name is Johns, 
and who is said to have belonged to the British fur com­
pany, was introduced to Miller, under pretence of assisting 
him in the publication, but,jn reality for the purpose of 
acquiring information where Morgan's writings were to 
be found. T hrough his aid, the conspirators were enabled 
to obtain the possession of a part, at least, of Morgan's 
manuscripts. 

On the 11th of September, persons from Lockport, in 
the county of N iagara, 90 miles distant from Canandaigua, 
applied at Fort Niagara for a place of confinement for 
Morgan, because he was about " to reveal the secrets of 
masonry." The day before, Ebenezer C. Kingsley of 
Canandaigua, by the persuasion of Nicholas G. Cheesebro 
and others of that place, made a complaint against Mor­
gan, before a magistrate, for stealing a shirt and cravat, 
the property of Kingsley. A warrant was issued on this 
complaint by the magistrate, directed to Cheesebro, as 
one of the coroners of Ontario county, or to any constable 
of that county, for Morgan's arrest. It was delivered to 
Cheesebro, who hired a post-coach and procured Halla­
way Hayward, a constable, and three or four others, to 
accompany him to Batavia, where Morgan resided. The 
party arrived at Batavia the same day, and the next morn­
ing the warrant was served by Hayward, it havinf been 
·first endorsed by a magistrate of Genesee county. mme­
diate ly after the arrest, the same party returned to Canan­
daigua, and arrived in the evening. Morgan was taken 
before the magistrate, examined and discharged from the 
arrest, the charge of larceny appearing to be unfounded, 
the shirt and cravat having been borrowed from Kingsley. 

Immediately on his being discharged, a demand of two 
dollars was presented to the justice against him in favor 
of Cheesebro, as assignee of one Ackley. Morgan con­
feseed a judgment, and an execution was forthwith 
issued. He took off his coat and offered it to satisfy the 
execution, but it was refused, and be was arrested and 
locked up in prison. 

Information that Morgan was in custody, was imme­
diately sent to Rochester to certain persons there, or to 
use the language of Cheesebro, to Morgan's friends in 



OPINIONS ON FltEEMASONRY. 177 

that place, some of whom came to Canandaigua the next 
day, for the purpose of carrying him off. A carriage was 
stationed a few rods from the gaol, where it might be 
ready to start at a given signal. Previous to this, Loton 
Lawson had been at the gaol, had seen Morgan, and pro­
posed to Mrs. Hall , the wife of the gaoler, (he being absent,) 
to pay the debt out of friendship to Morgan, and release him 
from prison. Mrs. Hall at first refused to comply, but on 
Cheesebro and Sawyer's recommending it, she consented 
to release Morgan. As she went towards the prison, 
Lawson went to the !ltreet door and made a signal. She 
turned, and saw a man come up the steps. She released 
.Morgan, and on going to the door, saw him between 
L awson and the man who came up the steps, struggling 
and crying murder. H is mouth was stopped, and he was 
forced off down the street. In the struggle, Morgan lost 
his bat. One of the party made a signal by rapping oo 
a well curb, when the carriage started after them, took 
them in, and went towards R ochester. 

The carriage was driven by Hiram Hubbard, who has 
testified, that he drove the party a little beyond Hanford's 
landing, near the east end of the ridge road, where he 
arrived about sunrise; and that they got out at a place, 
distant from any house. O n his return, and a short dis­
tance fr om the place where he left the party, he met a 
carriage with a pair of horses. The same day, a carriage 
was procured from Ezra Platt, of R ochester, under pre­
tence of going to Lewiston to the installation of a lodge. 
Mr. Platt has been ·examined as a witness, and denies 
recollecting who hired the carriage. He says that it was 
~pplied for before daylight, and that the driver has left 
the country, but that he does not now recollect his name. 
0~ that day, a carriage passed along the ridge rpad to 
Lewiston, under peculiar and extraordinary circumstances, 
not stopping at public houses, drawn by horses belonging 
to persons Jiving on the road, which were changed in bye 
places, and driven by men who would not ordinarily be 
engaged in that business. This carriage stopped in a 
back street at Lewiston; and on the morning of the 14th, 
at a very early hour, another carriage was procured to go 
to Fort Niagara. The latter carriage was driven by 
Corydon Fox, a stage driver, who was directed to go to 
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the one standing in the back street for his passengers. 
Fox states that he did so; that four or five men left that 
carriage and got into the one driven by him. One of the 
men had no bat, and appeared to be helpless. He then 
drove towards the Fort, called by the way at Col. King's, 
took him in, and when near the Fort, left the whole party 
in the road, and returned to Lewiston. It is proved, that 
on that day, a man was in confinement in the magazine, 
attached to the Fort. Mr. Whiting adds, that it can now 
be proved that Morgan was in the carriage that passed 
along the ridge road on the 13th of September, 1826. 

He also subjoins a statement of the testimony of Ed­
ward Giddios before the grand jury of Ontario county, 
and which said Giddios bas published. Mr. Giddins, on 
the trial of Eli Bruce, Esq. late sheriff of Niagara, was 
offered as a witness, and rejected, on the ground of re­
ligious belief. Mr. Whiting, however, seems to credit his 
statements, which, he says, are corroborated, in some im­
portant particulars, by other witnesses. From his state­
ment we learn that Morgan was confined in the magazine 
at Fort Niagara, and if we give his statement credence, 
we must come to the conclusion that he was finally mur­
dered. Mr. Whiting comes to that conclusion, indepen­
dent of the testimony of Giddins ; and your committee 
believe that be is fully warranted in so doing, by the 
facts and circumstances which he has detailed. Mr. 
Moseley, in his communication to your committee, states, 
that he has ascertained material testimony, in relation to 
the abduction, since the · making of this report to the 
executive, and adds, that he has been put in possession of 
some information of a graver character, from a source 
entitled to credit. Your committee, therefore, feel justi­
fied in saying, thAt there is very little reason to doubt, 
but that a free citizen of this State has been deliberately 
put to death by highly respectable individuals, and that 
many men in high standing were privy to the designs 
against him, and assisted in the preliminary measures, 
although, perhaps, but few directly participated in the 
final catastrophe. 

It may be proper to mention in this connex.ion, that at 
a trial at Batavia, nQt particularly referred to by Mr. 
Whiting, three men were convicted of a daring outrage 
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upon the person and liberty of Col. Miller, who was asso­
ciated with Morgan in the publication of the book on 
masonry. T his outrage was committed on the same day 
that Morgan was forcibly carried away from the gaol at 
Canandaigua. A principal actor in thi11 affair was the 
Canadian, J ohns, who, eight days before, had suddenly 
disappeared from Batavia. But your committee will not 
tax the patience of this house, by a recital of the particu­
lars of this outrage, and of several others committed or 
attempted against the persons and property of Miller and 
1\lorgan, and in which many persons are known to have 
participated. 

Although the special council, appointed by the execu­
tive, has interposed a caution against speak ing of" socie­
ties and denominations of men" in relation to the subject 
of these inquiries, your committee feel bound to state, that 
.in their opinion, if the abduction of Morgan is chargeable 
upon individuals, acting " as such," it is likewise charge­
able upon them, as members of a powerful society, exist­
ing in our State, claiming a high character, on which has 
been ·bestowed many marks of public favor, and whose 
an·nual convocations and dazzling honors have been re­
garded with great interest, and sought for with mueb 
avidity. Your committee are not insensible, that they 
are preferring a grave charge against an institution which 
has many bright and honorable names enrolled among its 
votaries. Still they conceive, that t he true character of 
-the transaction, and its relative importance are to be as­
certained by adverting to the cause which produced it, 
.and the motives which actuated the perpetrators. 

T he active and persevering district attorney of the 
ce.nty of Omario, who has carefully investigated tbe 
wltole matter, states it as proved, " that the motives which 
actuated those who conspired against Morgan, were to 
prevent the publication of bis book on Freemasonry. 
The same objects were avowed in the meetings in Gene­
see county, by those who visited Fort Niagara, by those 
who acted in Canandaigua, and by those who came to 
Canandaigua, in consequence of the information sent to 
Rochester. So far, therefore, as their motives were then 
avowed, the suppression of lrlorgan's publication was tb~ 
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object to be effected, and the abduction of the man was 
the means by which that object was to be accomplished." 

" T he abduction of Morgan," says Mr. W hiting, "is a. 
singular and striking event in our history; and as in use 
of other irretrievable evils, it is easier to lament it, than to­
find a remedy. I have no hesitation in saying, that it has 
resulted from the confidence which members of the ma­
sonic society have felt in its power and influence; from 
a false estimate of the value of that institution, and from 
an opinion, that they were bound to preserve it from Yio­
Jation and injury." And he adds in conclusion, " h is­
worthy of remark, that it has been proved or conceded-, 
that all those who have engaged in these outrages were 
members of the masonic fraternity ; a fact not withoat 
meaning in reference to the subjects of the conspiracy.." 

A proper consideration of these facts, fully established 
by solemn judicial investigation, will lead to a due· csti .. 
mate of the subject referred to by your committee. Some 
have wondered why the abduction, or even the murder·, 
of a comparatively obscure individual, should be consider-' 
ed of so much importance. H ad he fallen in deiW!Iy 
strife with his fellow, or bad a single assassin planted a 
dagger in his heart, the event and its circumstances.wou~d 
long 'Since have ceased to interest the public. It is the 
offence against the dignity of this State, and the juM 
erounds of alarm, indicated by the character of the tr&ns­
action, which gives it its relative importance. Many 
c ases of personal suffering may be pointed out in our his. 
t ory, which~ if the individuals only are to be take~ into 
consideration, must be regarded as much more aftlictive, 
than the c~e of the American seaman who was shot by 
British authority in the harbor of New-York, and whole 
death caused such great sensation. Still, his dealb 'as 
justly considered a ·matter of national concern, whilst 
others, who fell by private as!assins, were soon for~otten . 
A wound was inflicted upon our national honor, which 
a wakened the sensibilities of this whole nation. We felt, 
that such aggressions on our sovereignty should be re­
pelled, and that the permanence and stability of Olll' 

institutions could only be secured, by showing our neigh­
bors that such acts could not be committed with impunity. 
I f the spirit and feeliugs that were then excited were j~t 
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and proper; if that event was considered an alarming out· 
rage, principally in consequence of the source from which 
it proceeded, does it not follow that the offence committed 
against the majesty of the people, in the case of William 
Morgan, should excite general interest. The members 
of a wide spread association, whose principles and opera· 
t ions are studiously concealed from the public view; who 
claim for their body high antiquity and distinguished re­
nowu; who assume imposing titles, and display the badges 
of royalty, feeling themselves bound to preserve their own 
institution from violation, have violated the majesty of the 
laws, and trampled upon those fundamental principles, on 
which are based our free institutions. 

Yonr committee believe, that such an act, from such a 
quar ter, is to be regarded as more alarming in its charac· 
ter than a simple outrage, committed by the agents of a 
foreign government. It is much more easy to repel the 
assaults of a foreign enemy, than to counteract the wiles 
and machinations of a domestic foe. T he security of our 
free institutions, in a great measure, depends upon their 
due estimation by those who enjoy their benefits. If our 
honorable, learned, and inHuential citizens consider them· 
selves bound to an invisible power, existing amongst us, 
by stronger ties than their allegiance to that country 
which so amply protects them in the enjoyment of life 
and liberty, and in the prosecution of those pursuits which 
they deem essential to their happiness; if reckoning upon 
the strength and influence of that power, and with a direct 
view to its preservation, they venture upon the exercise 
of the highest acts of sovereignty, thus contemning the 
sovereign authority of this State, have we no just ground 
for alarm 1 

Your committee are sensible that they have stated a 
strong case, but have they stated a stronger one than is 
detailed by Mr. W hiting, if we allow that he has not mis­
taken the true character of the transaction, and the mo­
tives of the actors in that ~ad tragedy 1 What have they 
alleged, that is not fully said by a faithful public officer, 
who has had every opportunity to judge in this matter, 
and whose relation to those concerned, precludes the idea 
tha.t he has· misconstrued their motives 7 Well might the 

16 
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distinguished public officer,* who now presides Ol"er the 
other branch of the legislature, say, that those who per­
petrated this outrage, ' have disturbed the pllblic peace, 
have dared to raise their parricidal arms against the laws 
and cunstiwtion of our government, and assumed a power 
which is incompatible with a due subordination to the laws 
11nu public authority of this State.' Following up the 
idea of the same distinguished individual, your committee 
add that such attacks upon the sovereign power, of which 
eve ry citizen is a constituent member, should be resented 
and guarded against. 

Your committee belie1•e that an idea has too long pre­
vailed, that this is a trivial aff.t ir; and therefore they 
have dwelt longer upon this branch of the subject than 
would otherwise have been necessary. T hey forbear to 
descant upon the reasons that have gi1·en currency to this 
idea, and the cold indifference with wh ich it has been re­
garded by a body of men whose members, for a series of 
year:;, have filled a g reat proportion of the responsible sta­
tions in every departmeut of the government. The citi­
zens of those counties where these outrages were perpe­
trated, when they discovered the intimate connexion be­
tween them and Freerna!<onry, expected that the members 
and officers of that institution would have been foremost 
in ferreting out the guilty individuals, and unwearied in 
their exertions to wipe from its escutcheon so foul a stain. 
It was certa inly reasonable to suppo~c that an in:stitution 
laying claim to the greatest purity of principle, wont(! hc.~e 
made liberal contributions of its funds a11d exertions, in 
bringing to light this dark, nefarious and alarming trans­
ac tion; that at least they would have affixed some mark 
of disapprobation upon those whose conduct was l'O crimi­
nal, and so directly calculated to bring their fraternity 
into disrepute. Your committee cannot learn, however, 
that any such measures were deemed nec.essary by the 
institution. T hey cannot but think that this apparent 
apathy solemnly admonishes us, as a people, to inquire 
into its causes; and why is it that when members of this 
society arc frequently debarred from its privileges, f<•r 
offences which are not cognizable before our courts, the 
perpetrators of these flagrant enormities should not be 

• Judge Throop. 
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considered guilty of "unmasonic conduct," and treated 
accordingly. The inquiry naturally suggests it:~e lf, was 
that confidence in the power and influence of their society 
which led these men to the comrnission of such crimes, 
such as the principles of that society warranted them in 
entertaining; and was their construction of their masonic 
obligations that which is fairl y inferable from the tenor of 
those obligations 1 T he standing of the:;e men in society 
and with the craft ; their numbers; their avowed motive!', 
with reference to this affair ; and the trcatmeut they have 
received from their brethren, certainly justifies the pre­
sumption that they were not mistaken ; and would, if we 
had no other evidence, afford the strongest grounds for 
suspicion. But on this subject we are not left to conjec­
ture. The principles and obligations of masonry are well 
known to at least one member of your committee; and 
they afford a complete solution to this inquiry. Several 
of the obligations, taken by members of this society, as 
published by a convention of seceding masons, who were 
led to an examination of the principles of the iustitution, 
io consequence of the outrages committed in their neigh­
borhood, were laid before tl:e legislature at their last ses· 
sion, for the consideration of this house. These obligations 
taken in conncxion with those published by Morgan, (for 
the authenticity of which we have evidence of the most 
conclusive, as well as of the most painful kind,) too plainly 
show the truly appalling fact, that those deluded men 
whose hands are prohably staineci with a brother's blood, 
though politically and morally wrong, were nw>onically 
right. T his, in the view of your committee, is the most 
d_istressing and alarming feature in the whole transac­
tiOn. 

To the sincere patriot, to every citizen, it affords matter 
for grave reflection, that those men, some of whom hare 
seats in this house, and hold high and responsible station~, 
should have calculated with so much confidence on being 
shielded from public vengeance, although guilty of high 
enormities, by the power and influence of a secret society. 
Whether they supposed that this society afforded facilities 
for the commission of crimes without the possibility of 
detection, or whether they calculated on corrupting the 
fountains of justice, the fact is equally interesting to eve-
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ry lover of his country. Did these men suppose that ma­
sons in high stations would inte rpose the broad shield of 
their authority to protect them in their high handed villany, 
in their " precoucerted and deliberate" attack upon the 
Jaws and constitution of their country 1 D id they suppose, 
that witnesses aud jurors, feeling themselves bound by 
masonic obligations, would lose sight of their duty to their 
country and their God 1 Your committee take no 
pleasure in dwelling upon this subject; still it is one 
which requires n thorough investigation. A society of 
men who meet in secret, embracing all ranks of life, com­
prising many men of talents, and a very large proportion 
of those who hold high and responsil1le stations, is looked 
up to with confidence by its intelligent and respectable 
members, as affording a sure protection from tbe conse­
quences of the most infamous and dangerous crimes. 
Yet this society boasts of her chari ties, professes to teach 
the most expansi ve benevolence, and carries in her public 
processions the volume of inspiration. Why this confi­
dence 1 H ow do they expect protection in such cases, 
except by trampling under foot all t)lat is dear to us as 
freemen? 

W hether the existence of such a society, holding her 
meetings in secret places, guarding the entrance to her 
conclaves with the instruments of death, binding her 
votaries with such t ies, affording them protection when in 
difficulty, " right or wrong," regarding her own Jaws as 
paramount to the laws of the land , is compatible with our 
free institutions, should be taken into serious considera­
tion. The subject addresses itself to our love of country 
in the most imposing form; and however disagreeable it 
may be, we should not shrink from the examination. 

Your committee are aware, that any measures which 
may be taken, with the view of removing this evi l, will be 
called intolerant. It will be said , that the society or sect 
of Freemasons, are ent itled to the same protection as 
other associai.ions for charitable purposes and mutual im­
provement. There can be no question but that Freema­
sons ha\'e a right to assemble and transact their business 
in their own way, so long as their business is lawful, and 
they in no way injure others, or endanger the State. 
But that men may meet for any purpose, and form asso-
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eiations whose tendency is to screen the guilty and sap 
the foundations of civil liberty, is inconsistent with the 
genius of our government. E very gofernment has the 
right to provide for its own safety, and to prohibit any 
thing that tends to its own subversion. A government 
without such right could be of no value to the community 
that adopted it. 

If Freemasonry has dangerous features, the re can cer­
tainly be no doubt of the right of the legislature to require 
those features to be expunged. If it is, as its friends eon­
tend, merely an association to promote charity and social 
intercourse, it has no occasion for such obnoxious oath!<, 
of a character so different from the real objects of the 
institution. Why such horrid penalties to enforce the 
practice of such duties, and to effect such objects 1 

Your committee cannot believe that the rights of any 
citizen would be abridged by forbidding him to put him­
self under such obligations, or to partake in rites directly 
calculated to corrupt the puhlic morals. We have not 
only a right. to prohibit crime, but to prevent men from 
binding themselves to its commission. 

Your committee believe, that the institution of Free­
masonry owes its dangerous character to its obligations 
which are imposed as they are informed, upon noviciates, 
without making known to them their nature. Destitute 
of their sanction~. and the bond of union they produce, 
(the sure consequence of the barbarous penalties that are 
interwoven into their texture,) it would lose its mischiel'­
ous tendency, and be completely shorn of its locks. Its 
boasted cement, which owes its influence to one of the 
strongest, though not the noblest, passions of the human 
heart, would lose its power; and the mighty ecl i6ce that 
affects to defy the " world in arms " would fall by its own 
weiaht. If Freemasons are tenacious of their ornament~, 
hadges, and vestment~, let them continue to use them, 
and to display them in public, if it will afford them any 
amusement or pleasure. But certainly it is asking too 
much of this community to requi re us to tolerate them in 
the use of oaths which tend directly to sap the foundations 
of our free institution~, and to subvert the citadel of 
liberty. 

Your committee believe that the passage of a law, pro-
16* 
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hibiting the administration of extra judicial oaths, would 
produce many salutary results, disconnected with the 
masonic institution. The committ~e, who, at the last 
session, reported the bill to prevent the administration of 
such onthi:i, say, with great force and justice, that " the fre­
quent uuauthorized and irre1•erent administration of oaths 
has a powerful influence to destroy that re ligious sensi­
bility to the ir nature, and that scrupulous and conscientious 
regard to all the ir requirements, which alone entitle them 
to confidence. Great and enlightened men ha1•e, with 
one accord, conclemned tho multiplication of oaths, with 
or without the sanction of law, as immoral and impolitic." 
If such remarks are correct with re;:;pect to oaths adminis­
tered in the usual form, what shall we say of those pre­
sented to the conside ration of the house, and which are 
said to be taken under circumstances of peculiar degra­
dation 1 It must be perfectly obvious to every one, who 
will make himself acquainted with their nature and pro­
visions, that they must frequently put it in the power of 
men, desperate in principle and depraved in morals, to 
exercise a commanding influence over men of pure princi­
ples and upright intentions ; that not unfrequently the 
virtuous citizen finds his known duties cl11shing with his 
masonic obligations. Cases must frequently occur which 
require a conscientious individual, either to disregard an 
oath imposed by the authority of his country, or one he 
has taken in a masonic assembly. Cases so clistrcssing 
and embarrassing should always be prevented if practica­
ble, as they serve to ensnare the conscience, to blunt the 
moral sense, and weaken the security which is sought to 
be obtaiued by requiring the confirmation of an oath. 

Your committee forbear to enlarge upon the case with 
which an institution, constituted as Freemasonry is, 
might affect our elections and keep its influence out of 
sight. The citizens of the western counties, when their 
attention was called to the subject, by the strange trans­
actions which took place among~t them, were surprised 
to find that nearly every high judicial and ministerial sta­
tion, in that section of the State, was filled by members of 
the order. r n fact they almost literally filled " every 
depa rtment of the go1·ernmeot." It should ab o be re­
membered, that one of its votaries has asserted, when 
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speaking in the name of his brethren, on a public anni­
versary, (and whose boastings, not altogether idle, perhaps, 
have been extensively circulated in masonic newspapers 
and publications,) that "masonry has the power of co­
operating in the desk, in the legislative hall, on the bench, 
in every gathering of men of business, in every party of 
pleasure, in every enterprise of government, in every do­
mestic circle, in peace and in war, among its enemies 
and friends, and in one place as well as another." This 
idea of masonic influence, it will be seen, accords with 
that " confidence,'' to which an able and faithful officer 
of the government ascribes the untimely fate of the un­
happy Morgan. 

In directing their inquiries towards that part of the 
subject which has relation to the legislation that may be 
necessary in reference to this subject, your committee 
have deemed two things important: first, to provide for 
the detection and punishment of those who committed the 
outrage, and then to guard against similar ofl'ences. 
Taking into consideration the circumstances of the case, 
your committee are persuaded that the net of April 15th, 
1828, should be continued in force. T he reasons giten 
by Mr. Whiting for the adoption of such a course are, 
with them, conclusive. 

In order that the subje-ct may be fully investigated, it 
may be necessary to make some provision for those wit­
nesses who are required to attend the courts in distant 
counties. The frequent delays that have occurred, in the 
legal proceedings that have been had, ha,•e rendered it 
extremely burdensome on those witnesses who have been 
called to a considerable distance from their homes. Mr. 
Moseley n:commends that provision should be made for 
their relief, and your committee, believing that it would 
promote the ends of justice, by preventing the difficulty 
of procuring testimony, have incorporated a provision to 
that P.lfect, into a bill which they ask leave to introduce, 
to continue in force the act entitled " An act to provide 
for the employment of counsel for the purposes therein 
mentioned." 

They also ask leave to introduce a bill to prevent the 
administration of extra judicial oaths. 

The subject referred to your committee, being one of 
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first i mpre~sion and of vast importance, they do not feel 
fully prepared, at present, to say what legislation may be 
necessary, in relation to its full developement, and the 
furtherance of justice. T hey do not, therefore , ask to be 
di:$charged from the furthe r consideration of the subject, 
but wish to be indulged with further time for reflection, 
on the measures which should be de1•ised for the more 
effectual investigation of the outrages committed on thP. 
person of Morgan, and to provide against the recurrence 
of events, so alarming in their character, so destructive of 
the peace of society, and the saft:ty of its members. 

A. HAZELTINE, Clwirman. 

REPORT 

Ottth~ . .fbJu,:tum of William ilforgatt.-Jladt to tl.e &1uut, (.l'ie•o York,) 
H!J. I~, l~!l. 

TuE select committee, to whom was referred so much 
of the governor's message as relates to the abduction of 
William Morgan, and the proceedings under the law of 
the last session upon that subject, beg leave respectfully 
to report in part : 

That they have attentively ,examined the message of 
the E xecutive, of March 18, 1828, and the law appoint­
ing a commissioner, which was thereupon enacted ; as 
also the recent message of the present governor referring 
to the same subject. They ha1•e also perused with espe­
cial can'!, the report of the commissioner, which is to be 
presumed a fair and correct statement of what has .been 
transacted by him, during the laborious duties of the last 
ten months; they cannot nevertheless abstain from ex­
pressing their S~,!rprise at the meagre character of the 
commissioners' report, when they call to mind that the 
first duty specified in the law creating that office was 
"to institute inquiries concerning William .1\Iorgan and 
his fate subse(JUently, and all the incidents connected 
therewith." That the report, coming as it does from a 
man of reputation, and high official standing, should be 
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thus jejune and bare of incident, confirms an opinion 
long entertained by individuals composing the committee, 
that all those criminal transactions, whenever an attempt 
should be officially made to bring them to light, would 
from causes of a peculiar character, be shrouded in a veil 
of impenetrable darkness. 

Your committee have come to the deliberate conclu­
sion, that the evils intencled to be remedied by the legis­
lation of 1828, were not at that period fully understood ; 
that their character was misconceived, and their impor­
tance underrated. That legislation seems to have been 
based upon the supposition, that the administration of 
justice was feebly dispensed, in the western section of 
the State, and that the deputation of a special counsellor 
or attorney, to give it tone nnd energy, was alone suf­
ficient to remedy the evils complained of by the people. 
H owever much the appointment of such a commissioner 
might in different ways expedite and facilitate the trials 
growing out of the fate of Morgan, still such commissioner 
has been, and will hereafter be powerless, in bringing to 
merited justice the guilty individuals, who have been 
chiefly concerned in the transactions, that have so much 
disturbed and afflicted the community. I n the judgment 
of the committee, the past evils cannot now be reached by 
any legislation within the range of our constitutional 
powers, and it is their opinion that rerned ial enactments 
having regard to the recurrence of similar evils, ought 
chiefly at this time to attract the attention of the Senate. 

To entit le this opinion to its just weight, some of the 
reasons which have led to its adoption will be briefly sta­
ted. 

At no period since the revolution, has the public mind 
been so severely agitated as by the abduction and subse­
quent unhappy fate of William Morgan. T he great moral 
shock has been felt with few exceptions, by people of 
every age, sex and condition. T he high-handed viola­
t ion of law, the great number concerned, the cheerless 
and desolate condition of his bereaved wife and children, 
the uncertainty that for a while attended the whole affair, 
were all calculated to arouse the public mind to an unex­
ampled stale of sympathy, indignation and abhorrence. 
But these passions, although intense at that period, are 
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in their nature evanescent, and before this time, would 
have spent their force, had not the attempt to bring the 
offenders to the bar of justice, produced a developement 
of facts, circumstances and principles as lasting in their 
effects as the love of liberty in man. 

T he committee think it proper to observe that a just 
regard fi>r the wishes and feelings of thei r con~tituent!>, 
and the other requirements which grow out of the occa­
sion, will compel them to lay aside all thnt delicacy in 
treating this subject, which is incompatible with a just 
and manly discharge of thei r duty-and reluctant as they 
are to give just cause of offence to any man, they feel 
themselves compelled to designate classes of men by the 
names they have seen tit to adopt, and to animadvert 
freely upon their conduct, when such animadversion 
comes within the legitimate scope of their duties. 

The people of this State are distinguished by their at­
t achment to a pure administration of justice as connected 
with the trial by jury-by their love of self-government, 
and by their aversion to every thing which directly or in­
directly tends to thwart the operation of the democratic 
principles, which are the basis of our political compact. 
They are distinguished by their jealousy of powerful and 
talented men, aud especially of the combinations of such 
men for purposes either unknown, or known to affect im­
properly, the even and healthful current of our political 
affairs. They have learned that concentration of feeling, 
of interest and of effort, are to the moral and political, 
what the lever and the screw are, to the mechanical pow­
ers, 'lnd they dread their operation. 

The order of the J esuits, whose discipline secured 
unity of design and secrecy in action-which used the 
solemn sanctions of the most high God, to subserl'e pur­
p05es the most selfish and profane, presented to the 16th 
~entury a moral power greater than the world had ever 
known. It penetrated with the silence and certainty of 
fate, the secrets of every Court in Europe, and subjuga­
ted, without the force of arms, one half the continent of 
America to the dominion of the Pope. T his order has 
been crushed, but within the last 120 years another has 
arisen- the society of free and accepted masons. 

This institution, professing to be of ancient and even 



OPINIONS ON FREEMASONRr, 191 

of divine origin, adopting sanctions similar to those of the 
order of the J esuits, and commanding a secrecy still more 
profound, have recently made demonstrations of a power, 
astonishing in its effects upon the social and political 
compact, and of a character such as the friends of free 
institutions cannot fai l to deplore. 

T be powers manifested by the masonic institution which 
may have been exercised in its unlawful restraints of hu­
man liberty, or pretended jurisdiction over human life, 
are not now so much the occasion of alarm, as its fearful 
moral influence , exerted upon the public press, and il3 
facility in controling results in the tribunals of justice. 
The public feeling at the W est, which has horne the ridi­
cule and sarcas m of those interested in quelling it, is not, 
as they would have it believed, the mere animal sen~atioo 
indicated by brutes, whose bellowing marks the :>pot where 
some victim has been slaughtered ;-but is the result of 
sober, calculating reflection, looking to causes and their 
consequences; to existing evils and the remedies to be 
applied ; to poster ity, and not the present generation 
alone. T he life of one man, or even a thousaud, in a 
republic consisting of 12,000,000 of inhabitants, political­
ly considered, is of but little moment. But that the 
streams of justice should flow pure and uncontaminated, 
is matter of infinite concern not only to the people of the 
West, but to the whole State; not only to the State, but 
t he Union. 

But they have lost the confidence they formerly repos- · 
ed, in the tribunals of justice. They believe that masonry 
exerts its influence, in c ivil, as well as criminal cases ; in 
arbitrations, references, and in tr ials by jury, before jus­
tices of the peace, as well as in the higher courts. For­
merly from one half to two thirds of their justices belong­
ed to the fraternity of masons-now not one in twenty 
are initiated ; and this change has been chiefly produced 
by their entire conviction of the fact that masonry per­
vades and influences the courts of justice. 

During what ha,•e been called the Morgan trials, and 
other civil cases which owe their origin to his abduction 
and subsequent fate, the people have crowded the courts 
of justice to overflowing. T hey have watched the de­
portment of masonic witnesses upon the stand ; some of 
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whom, of good repute in society, have sworn to facts, 
which in the opinion of by-standers, were not credited 
by a single one of the hundreds of persons who were pre­
sent. It is believed that grand juries, a majority of whom 
were masons, ha.ve omitted to find bills of indictment 
when there was proof before them of outrages, not sur­
passed in grossness and indecency, by any committed in 
the country since its first settlement. Those outrages 
were committed upon a mason, who had been in the daily 
habit of exposing in lectures, what were once called the 
secrets of masoory. Grand jurymen have said while as­
sembled for the discharge of thei r duties, and when it 
was apprehended their masonic brethren would be impli­
cated, " we must not let our bre thren suffer." In a case 
of recent occurrence, a defendant who had been sued by 
a mason, not willing to have his case tried by masonic 
jurymen, challenged them ; stating to the court his readi­
ness to prove the character of the masonic oaths, and to 
show that the obligations assumed by them were of a de­
scription, unfitting them to sit in judgment between the 
parties; and of such a nature as to disqualify them in 
point of law. With the assent of the circuit judge, the 
masonic jurymen left the box, and the trial procet!ded. 
T he counsel for the defendant, entertained no doubt, up­
on the law and the facts he could prove, that the challan­
ges were well taken. 

The committee might multiply cases of this descrip­
t ion, but they arc omitted for others of more public noto­
riety, and tending to the same point.-T he case of Col. 
King, is one fully known to the public, and partly from 
information contained in his newspaper communications. 
The committee therefore recur to it, the more readily, 
but without any intention of expressing an opinion of his 
innocence or guilt. He had been suspected of hning 
had a concern in some of the transactions affecting Wil­
liam Morgan. He went to Washington in the fall or 
winter of 1826-7; applied for public employment, and 
obtained, with the assistance of some of his masonic 
friends, the plnce of Sutler to the United States' troops in 
the territory of Arkansas. The suspicions resting upon 
the public mind in regard to him increased : and Mes~rs. 
Garlinghouse and Bates were despatched by the Gover-



Ol'li\IONS ON FKE£MASOSRY, 103 

nor of this State for the purpose of arr·~sting him, and per­
haps some others who were supposed to be fugitinls from 
justice. They ascertained that Kiug was at cantoument 
Towson, and procured an order from the Secretary of 
\Var, to the commander to surrender him forthwith. 

The fruit of this sovereign exercise of the State and 
United States power, in procuring the return of thi;: hum­
ble sutler to answer iu the courts of this Swt.e t:n· the 
misdemeanors charged upon him, w:\s prer.iscly !:':1ch ns 
might have been anticipated upon the suppoo;itiuu 1 hat 
the obligation:; of masons to each otlwr, are ~;;nch as they 
undoubtedly must be, upon the proof that hus been pre­
sented to the public. llounrl to protect each other by 
the tenor of olJJigations iu their view nf hi[(hcr import 
than those they 01~e to the State or country ,,·hich gin:>s 
them protection, -tl1e ofliccr of the Fort, inslca<l of ohcy­
ing the order of the Srcret:uy of Wur, notilicd King of !lis 
danger; and Garlinghouse n:nl ilates soon found by tl:e 
escape of King, that their labors, arduous as they had 
been , were defeated by the mac!tia~tions of masnnry. 

The annals of criminal .i uri~prutienc.e furuish ll<J par­
allel in mauy respects to the ca"e of \Yillium l\lorgan. 
The majesty of the laws and the powers of wasonry have 
been brought into connict. What mn.y be the result of 
the mighty ~truggle none can tell. But the e\·en!s of tl1e 
two last years during ll'hi ch ti;e C!.l:tllict has been main­
tained, induce the belief that 1~1 ::r,onry will he \'ictorious. 
'l'he history of Morgan's fate is short and simple : On the 
1 lth day of September, 162v, he was taken by several 
masons in broad day, by force, from the 1·illuge of Data­
via to Canandaigua, a distance of 51) miles, and there up­
on a process originated for the occasion, OQnfincd in jail. 
While on his way from Batavia, oae of his kidnappers 
who hau him in charge, said with an oath, Morgan should 
not ue taken from him ali\·e. After a short confinement 
in the prison at Canantlnigua, he was taken out on Sun­
day the 12th, at evening, all() amidst his distressing cries 
of murder, was forced into a post coach. He was then 
driven through a densely populated country, 110 miles to 
the United States Fort, on the Niagara river, and there 
confined. The horses and coaches used in conveying 
l1im from Canandaigua, were owned or procured by ma-

17 
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sons. And the owner of a livery stable kept at Roches· 
ter, who at that time and now is a royal arch mason, ac­
tually charged the Grand C!tapte'l' for the use of his 
coaches and horses to Lewiston. Pains were taken to 
obtain masonic drivers. The last driver, however, acci· 
dentally was not a mason. It was Corydon Fox. H e 
drove the prisoner, attended by three masons to the grave­
yard, about 80 rods distant from the Fort, and was di­
rected to halt. The party dismounted, and Fox was told 
to return to Lewiston. T his was in the night time. 
Shortly alter Fox made some observations about his trip 
to the Fort, which excited fears in the minds of the 
brotherhood, and within a short period, a special lodge 
was called, and Fox was initiated as a member of it. An 
unusual number of masons were at Lewiston, and in the 
vicinity of the Fort, during the three or four days of Mor­
gan's confinement there, and nightly visited the Fort. 
The sufferings of Morgan were probably terminated on 
the night of the 18th of September, I82G. 

Morgan was fifty years old ; in point of talents and 
manners was above mediocrity-had fought in the defence 
his country at the battle of New-Orleans, and immedi­
ately preceding his abduction from Batavia had unlortu­
nately for himself and family been concerned in writing 
a book upon masonry, disclosing its usages, oaths and 
obligations. 

1t has been fully established by the testimony in the 
various trials that have been had, that a grent number of 
masons have been directly or indirectly concerned in the 
abduction and subsequent fate of .Morgan. But notwith­
standing the publicity of this transaction arising from the 
great number necessarily concerned in it-notwithstand­
ing the thousands of dollars offered as rewards by the ex­
ecutive of this State, as well as the governor of Canada, 
to those who would give information of his fate, and the 
thousands contributed and expended by humane and pa­
triotic citizens to ferret out the iniquity ; and notwith­
standing too, a commissioner has been sent by the legis­
lature, to add his talents and industry to that of the courts 
in the country, still no record tells us whose hands have 
been stained with the blood of this masonic victim. 

The committee assume the fact, that the life of Mor-
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gao has been destroyed ; they are compelled to do so, 
from the irresistible weight of circumstances tending to 
fortify that conviction. The love of gold, incited by the 
great rewards which have been offered ; the love of char­
acter stimulating individuals implicated, and indeed the 
fair fame of whole classes of men reproachfully assailed ; 
the fear of punishment operating on the agents more im­
mediately concerned ; and in fact every consideration, 
that should influence men, pressed them to a re-deliver­
ance of Morgan to his friends and to society, if it had 
been possible for them to do so. T he people of the west­
ern counties, fully aware of the leading circumstances of 
this transaction, and having had more than two years for 
inquiry and reflection, have arrived to the decision with 
unexampled unanimity, that this man has become a vic­
tim and a sacrifice. 

It is conceded that the facts herein detailed to show 
the interference of masonry in the administration of j us­
tice, come chiefly under the head of circumstantial evi­
dence-of its weight and conclusiveness, the Senate will 
judge; but it is entirely certain that it fully justifies the 
opinion of the commissioner, Daniel Moseley, Esq., ex­
pressed in a paragraph of his report to the Senate, in 
which he states that, "as to his fate subsequently thereto, 
it is not yet developed, nor can it be anticipated with 
much confidence, to be judicially determined by any tri· 
bunal over which men have control." 

'I'he committee will now proceed to remark upon other 
evidence which has come to their knowledge, in reference 
to the subject before them, of a different but highly alarm­
ing character, and calculated more directly to impress 
upon the Senate the necessity of ulterior legislation. 
Many masons at the west, whose feelings had heen arous­
ed by the enormities of the institution committed in that 
quarter, learned from witnessing the temper of the people, 
that they should be protected in any infractions of its 
Ia ws. T hey were satisfied beyond controversy, that the 
strange oaths of an institution, governed by iniquitous 
principles, and used for evil, and sometimes for murderous 
pur1>oses, ought in no respect to bind the consciences or 
conduct of those, who had imprudently taken them. 
T hey saw the absurdity of supposing that any human 
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l;.eing coulJ be bound by an oath appealing to the Su­
preme llcin;r, when that very oath enjoined an obligation 
to do timt, whie!1 is in opposition to the laws of bQth God 
and :nan. T hey f:aally aFsemblcd at Le Roy in com·en­
tiou, on the l !:~h ot' February, lS~, ancl frankly and 
truly statetl to the world, the sub:;tancc of the masonic 
on.ti:J c~nd o~;t ~cintio!ls. 

Scl'eral ot' t!1ose r.1asona who have seceded from the 
institution, arc per~onally known to n major ity of the 
cotn:!li\tcc, ancl tlwy dec~l it proper to nssma the Senate, 
that t! IC}' nro men of standing in the community, whose 
ctu:wcters ti>r \'Cracity nrc beyond the re<~ch of cnlumny. 
* * * * * * * * • 1,: 

In the rcm~rks ~~·hi ch IIi:; Excellency hrrs been plca~ed 
to ma~;e, in his me::;sa~c to the legislature, in regard to 
the r.l>duction of Wi!liara Morgan, ancl the excited state 
of pu:>lic focling co:-~scqucnt upon it, the committee ha,·c 
ohsc:rveu, not without sensibility, that just <~ppreciation of 
the purity and intelligence of the western population of 
the State, which distinctly commands our aclmowletlg­
ments. This merited eulogium from so high a source, is 
doulily 1\'elcome at a period when the opposers of masonry 
at t: tc west h:n·c been nearly orcrwhelmed by the torrent 
of mi:srepresentatio:1, reproach, and ridicule, heaped upon 
them without mca:>ure, by the friends of that institution, 
in all parts of the State and country. In this condition 
they hai'C su5tained themselves, and triumphantly too, by 
the force or their 011'11 moral feeling, and without the 
ordinary mcan:s of defence. The publ ic press, that 
mighty engine for good or fi)r evil, has been, with a few 
most honorable cxcepticns, as silent as the grave. This 
self proclaimed sentinel of freedom, has felt the force of 
masonic inOuencc, or has been smitten with the rod of its 
power. His Excellency further observes in that part of 
the message referred to the committee, and in relation to 
the public feeling aroused at the west, that "it would not 
be extraordinary if attempts should be made to pervert 
this honest indi:::nation of the people to selfish and sinis­
ter purposes. But the character of those who really feel 
what they profess upon this subject, affords the best secu­
rity that the success of such unworthy schemes, cannot 
be great, or of long duration." 
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In ascertaining the mQaning of this paragraph, the 
committee have not deemed it proper or expedient to go 
beyond the plain and obvious import of its terms. Any 
different sense, arising from a different sort of construc­
tion, would be gladly avoided, inasmuch as its adoption 
by the committee, would at once put them in the attitude 
of entire disagreemcut with His Excellency, and render 
it doubtful whether the message in this part of it, mani­
fested that high regard for dignity of station, which is 
due from every officer of the government. 

Nothing is more proper than that all republican legis­
lation should be characterized by the highest degree of 
frankness and simplicity ; and under the guidance of this 
spirit, we take the Iibert y to re-assure the Senate, that 
the committee entirely concur in the opinion expressed 
by His Excellency, in the paragraph quoted above. The 
political movements at the west, to which His Excellency 
no doubt alludes, have been characterized thus far, and 
we trust that they will be hereafter, by a great devotion 
to principle, and activity and firmness in the pursuit of 
the objects they have proposed. They have proceeded so 
immediately from the bosom of the people, that the ordi­
nary restraints of parties and their discipline, together 
with the efforts of those politicians, who have heretofore 
influenced public opinion, have been laid aside and re­
garded with utter indifference. Satisfied beyond all ques­
tion, that the evils inflicted on the State and country, by 
secret, self created societies, were a thousand fold greater 
than any that for many years past bad been conjured up 
by the devices of cunning politicians, the people have 
sought with wonderful unity of design, of principle, and 
of effort, to destroy, by the peaceful exercise of their 
rights at the polls, the existence of the masonic, as well 
as all other secret associations. 

The wisest and best men among them, who have 
neither held nor desired office, have not been able to dis­
cover any better, or indeed any other, mode of effecting 
this most interesting object. This peaceful mode of over­
throwing an institution of such amazing power, by with­
holding political support from all its members indiscrimi­
nately, until they shall sunder their obligations to that in­
stitution, and to each other, and return with us upon 

17* 
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equal footing into the social compact, furnishes, perhaps, 
one of the highest illustrations of the inherent eneray and 
excellence of our repul>lican form of go1•ernment, that 
has ei'Cr been presented. The Autocrat of all the Rus­
sia:; ha:> exerteJ the force of his edicts against masonry, 
l;ut without having been able to extirpate it from his do­
minions. Its existence is suftered in Great Britain, but a 
member or the Royal liunily is a lways at the head of the 
instituticm, ready to repress any attempt afi'ecting the 
gorernmeut. I u f'rauce, no lodges are allowecl to sit, 
without an agent of the government to watch their pro­
ceetl ings; and in Spain, the meeting of the members of 
a lodge to admit, and actually admiuing a new member, 
is made felony of death. But in this free country, to 
cllcct similar objects, no cruel punishments, no govern­
mental force, uo state surveillance, is at all necessary. 
Here, every citizen exercise~; a portion of the state and 
national sovereignty, am! if tllis is done with a faithful 
regard to his own interest and that of his posterity, by 
withhold ing that, which no one has a right to tlemantf,. 
the g re:H object will be eHected. Legislation therefore, 
brought to l>eur immediately and directly upon the exist­
ence of the iustitution, if such could be exerted in con­
formity with the ~piri t of tl:e constitution, as expounded 
by a majori ty, might, nevertheless, ue considered us a. 
measure of doubtful expediency; but that lcgi~lative 
enacuncnt.t', of somewhat ditl~rcut character, and more 
pro:;pectire in their oporatiou, ought to be adopted, seems 
e1·ident from the learlul relation in which the masonic in­
stitution stands, in rel~rence to the rest of the community. 

'l'herc arc now in thi3 State, as appears by a late, and 
it is believed accurate, enumerat ion, rnore than 500 
lodges of Freemasons, and al>out one hundred chapters. 
These lodges and chapters have a probable average of 61} 
members. T hl\ whole number of masons then, cannot 
be less than 30,000 ; and these are scattered, in pretty 
nearly equal portions, throughout tho whole population of 
the State. 

The efficiency of such a body, and so located, none 
will doubt. Controll ing as it does common funds, and 
possessing the advantages of secrecy and activity almost 
unexampled; using the language of signs, and a charac· 
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ter for a written lang uage; its members bound by the 
most solemn obligations to Gou aud their brethren, they 
can surmount all diflicuhies. These men can effect 
every thing within the compass of human effort. If the 
order were to exert itself in aid of charitable objects, not 
an individual in the State coulu be either hungry or 
naked ; want would be a stranger in our borders; and 
vast funds would still remain unexpended. If their zeal 
:\lid industry were turned to the occult sciences, to which 
they ·have professed a de\·otion, the driest and most ab­
struse prohiems of the geometricians, the algebraists and 
the astronomers, would, long before this, have been as 
famili;u to us all , as the road to market. Dut if unmind­
ful of charitable object~, antl neglecting the pursuit of 
the arts und sciences, which they have professed as their 
leading measures, they should like the rest of mankinu, 
be tempted by the allurements of power, to make an etlort 
to acquire it; all will confess, they must be irresistible, 
so long as the people remaiued ignorant of their secret 
designs. Nothing out a belief or knowlet.!ge of those 
desigu:•, and public opinion !nought to hear upon them at 
the ballot boxes, in counter\'ailing measures, would at all 
check this otherwise resistless power. 

T he opposers of masonry at the west, entertain no 
doubt that this institution was originally intended, and io 
now ltept up, for the sole purpose of securing to its mem­
bers, unjust a,lvanta~es over their fellow citizens, in the 
various couccrns of life, but chieAy with the 1•iew of fa­
cilitating their acquisition of political power. T o change 
this opinion of our western population, is utterly impossi· 
ble. It is fortified by their own observation. Their ma· 
sonic neighbors confirm it, by talking with freedom of 
their principles and practices, until they become as fa­
miliar to them, as the highway act, or the act regulating 
common schools. But if they still doubted, they have 
only to call to mind that when they undertook the great 
work of reform, three-fourths of all the offices iu tho 
country, were fill ed with members of that institution. 
The operating causes, in producing the success or defeat 
of a particular candidate, are not always of easy discov-

. ery. But when for a long series of years a. large propor­
tion of political and public employment, is in the hands 
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of any given order of men, it is natural that suspicions 
should be entertained, that every thing is not right; and 
when the disproportion of offices held by the members of 
that order, becomes extravagant and enormous, and con­
tinued through a long period of time, notwithstanding the 
revolutions of political power, then suspicion yields to 
the moral certainty, that there is a principle of evil in 
operation of fearful and dangerous import. 

At the annual election last fall, 270,000 votes were 
given in this Sta te. If the computation that we have 
30,000 masons is correct, they will amount to one-ninth 
part of our voting population, and are of course entitled 
upon the principle of numbers, to one-ninth part of all 
offices. If it should be granted, that the members of the 
order, have double the talent, and fitn ess, in propor tion to 
their numbers, they even then, would not be entitled to 
one-fourth of the power of the State, and yet they have 
held for years, three-fourths, or very near it. Supposing 
them to possess on the average no higher qualifications 
than the rest of the community, which is presumed to be 
correct, with the exception of that practised talent and 
faci lity in business, arising from the actual possession of 
so great a share of officia l power, it then becomes a 
mathematical ce rtainty, that if t.hey hold only two-thirds 
of all places of power and trust, in tbe State, their pro­
portion is preciseiy six times greater than it ought to be, 
upon the just principle of equality. The state of things 
here presented, astonishing, and conclusive , as it may ap­
pear to some, is, after all, not surprising when the obliga­
tion of the higher order of masons to each other is prop­
erly considered and understood. One of their oaths ex­
plains the whole matter, and renders the existence of ma­
sonic political act ion, not only certain , but proves beyond 
the shadow of a doubt, that such action is obligatory on 
all those masons, who give to the oath a binding force. 

T o all these l1igh charges, tending so strongly to incul­
pate and disgrace the masonic institution, no defence has 
been offered, at all satisfactory to the undertaking. It is 
true the question is sometimes asked, and with much 
plausibility, is it possible , if the institution is as corrupt 
ancl wicked as has been represented, that distinguished 
and meritorious men, and many such are admitted to be 
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member$, would continue parties to such a nefar ious com­
pact~ '1'() this it is answered, that masonry, in the day 
of its power, allowed none of its members to recede and 
express their opinion of its principles and practice~, with­
out exposin~ themsdves to punish~1en t, more horrid and 
inhuman, than anv known to tbe criminal codes of the 
civilized worltl. That the re are l'irtuous and excellent 
men who belong to the institution, can be noubted by 
none of us , \\'ho lool; around upon the ci~cle of our rela­
tives, friends and a~qnaintanccs . H ow this fact is com­
patible with the opinion we maintain, or the character of 
the institution, nr ithcr ti me, nor the occasion, will permit 
us to explaia. But now when masonry totters in doubtful 
empire; when her countenance is blanched with fear ; 
when tho rod of her power is broken, and she no longer 
dares inflict the punishments of her inhuman code, it is 
believed those mea will feel th:lt they have a d•Jty to per­
form, of g reat moment to themselves, to posterity, and 
thei r country. 

The committee have now laid before the Senate, in a 
plain and simple manner, some of the principal reasons 
which ha1•e produced a conviction upon the minds of the 
western population, that masonry meddles in the adminis­
tration of justice, nnd is suu1·ersive of the republican 
equality, guaranteed hy the constitutions of the State and 
Union. In doing this, they trust they have not been led 
beyond the limits of parliamentary usage, by discussing 
subjects not referred to them, or othe rs not german to 
those topics, whic:h it became their duty to consider. 
They have carefully abstained from examining the in­
fluence of masonry, whethe r it be deleterious or other­
wise to those social and moral relations , which so vitally 
affect the prosperity and happiness of mankind. 'l'hey 
have avoided also, any inqniry into the nature and amount 
of its influence, over the religious feelings and propensi­
ties of the members of that institution. These matters, 
however intensely they may interest the moralist and 
theologian, are beyond the reach of legislation, and there­
fore, are not, in the opinion of the committee, proper top­
ics for thei r discussion. 

The committee ore sanguine in their hopes that the 
Senate will think it expedient, from the views of the sub-
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ject herewith presented, to adopt farther legislative meas­
ures for the special protection of the rights and liberties 
of the citizens of this State, against the secret and in­
siduous encroachments of a sell:created society, to which 
they have had occasion so often to allude. A declaratory 
and remedial law, by its te rms preventing a reputed rna­
lOll officiating as juryman, in any case where either party 
belongs to the fraternity, while the other is not a member, 
might do much in quieting the apprehensions of those op­
posed to secret societies. And although no doubt is en­
tertained, that the principles of common law, would with­
out alteration, exclude a mason, in such circumstances 
from acting as jurym:m, yet the difficulty of procuring, 
upon the urgency of the occasion, the full legal proof that 
the juryman proposed is actually a mason, when such ia 
the fact ; together with the further difficulty of proving, at 
all times, the nature and character of the masonic obliga­
t ions, is so g reat, that the law as it now stands, affords 
but little relief against the evil it is intended to remedy. 

That the oaths are of such a character and tendency 
as to require the interpoBition of penal laws, to prevent 
their future administration, is ob\·ious from every con­
sideration that should influence a republican legisla­
ture. 

The English Stat. 37, George III., Chap. 123, con­
tains some provisions in regard to oaths of this descrip­
tion and tendency, which might perhaps with great pro­
priety be engrafi.ed into our statute book. T he J st sec­
t ion, among other things provides, " that any person who 
administers or causes to he administered any oath, where­
by another becomes obliged to obey any orders or com­
mands of any committee or body of men, not lawfully 
constituted, or of any leader or commander, or other per· 
son, not having authority by law for that purpose; or not 
to inform or give evidence against any such associate, 
confederate or other per8on, or not to reveal or discover 
any unlawful combination, or not to reveal or discover 
any illegal oath or other engagement which may have 
been administered or tendered to, or taken by such per­
son, or by any other person, or the import of any such an 
oath or engagement, shall on conviction be adjudged 



OPil1110NS ON FREE!'IIA.SONRY. 203 

guilty of felony, and may be transported for not exceed­
ing seven years." 

While the committee observe in this otherwise whole­
some statute, some of those severities which mark the 
character of British penal legislation, and which ought 
always to be avoided, they cannot abstain from express­
ing their entire com·iction, that if like so many other 
British statutes, which we have adopted as our law, it bad 
been re-enacted in this State ten years since, the immo­
lation of Morgan, with all its aftl icting incidents, would 
never have happened, to arouse the sensibility and indig­
n ation of the people of this State. 

But the committee hal'e abstained from reporting, at 
this t ime, any bills embracing either of the objects to 
which they have alluded. They can not now be apprised, 
from the recently deranged and morbid condition of the 
public press, and other causes, what is the state of infor­
mation, and of opinion of gentlemen of the Senate, upon 
this new presentment of an unusual subject of legislation. 
They are not aware how the whole subject matter of the 
report, they have now the honor to submit, will be appre­
ciated. They are duly sensible of the importance of the 
subject, and that it is one of new impression, and are 
therefore inclined, in this stage of their labors, to ask 
respectfully, the further direction of the Senate. With 
this view, they submit the following resolutions: 

R esolved, That the select committee to whom was re­
ferred so much of the governor's message, as relates to 
the abduction of William Morgan, and the proceedings 
under the law of last session upon that subject, be in­
structed to report a detailed statement of the evidence 
they may now possess, or may hereafter obtain, confirm­
ing the leading opinions, and principal facts, contained in 
their report presented the 14th day of F ebruary instant. 

R esolved, That said committee be pro1•isionally in­
structed to report to the Senate, a bill or biUs to carry in­
to effect the objects specified in said report of the 14th 
day of February instant, to be acted upon, in case the 
facts to be reported shall, in the opinion of the Senate, 
be sufficient! y confirmed. 

l\1. HAYDEN, Cltairman. 
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AN ADDRESS 

DdiL'el'ed al Lyons, N. Y. S-.pt. !!til, 13:!9, in comm~moralion of the oulratrct 
com milled on that day, and s"bs•.q•uutly, on I Villiam Jlforgau, u.ml ot'ftcr 
cith·ens, by Freemas<>ttS ; exltibitiw; tl•e crimi11al cowlurt of ilte }r«ternity ; 
and containing M t:rposilion of the ln<t priuciJlU/$ of Au!i-m.asonry. Hy 
JUyrtnl H olley. 

FELLOW Cl'ri:7.ENS :-,Ve are now assembled , to- con­
sider and commemorate f;1cts and principles which we 
deem vitally hostile to the great interests of our country. 
These facts are of recent occurrence, and the princi­
ples have bceu gradually di!:iclosed by examining into 
the nature, tendency, and origin of the facts. T ogether, 
they constitute au unparalleled emergency in our na­
tional experience; and while they challenge our best 
faculties of reflection and judgment, they should be can­
vassed in the spirit of universal good will, anti with 
becoming moderation. I n proportion to the weight of 
responsibility cast upon us, in every cuse, should be the 
impartiality and completeness of our dc>'iberation, the 
singlcncsss of our motive, the fira~ness of our decision, 
and the perseverance of our resolution. 

I n the summer and fall of l S2G, a. tr:tin of events tr~ns­
pired, in this community, oppressive, crirnin:tl, anti 
alarming-invoh·ing the most atrocious l'iolation of pri1·ate 
and public right. Of these events it is irn;JOssible to give 
a minute detail in this address. That can never be done 
fully and adequately, till a festering consciousness of 
grievous wrong, and :a brave devotion to truth, shall untie 
the tongue of Freemasonry. The e 1•ents alluded to arc 
known to have included successful abuse of the forms of 
law, treachery to earllest professions of friendship, cruel 
slander, conspiracy, robbery, arson, kidnapping and mur­
der. And, shocking as these outrages were, to the moral 
sense of an enlightened people, they ll'ould, probably, 
have been punished, lamented, and forgotten, like many 
other enormous offences, had it not been for the verv ex­
traordinary circumstances followin g their commission, 
and attending all attempts lawfully to investigate them. 

No sooner had the feeble cry of those, who sufiered 
from them and yet li1•ed, begun to reach the general ear, 
than intelligent and respected men, were found adroitly 
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engaged in practising the arts best calculated to disguise 
their character, and, as far as possible, to conceal them. 
'J'he victims were represented ns infamous, and unworthy 
of sympathy , if they did sufler. But their sufferings were 
denied, aaH.I the ruanors or crime, which it was found im­
possible to hush, were imputed to them a:> fraudulent 
im·entious which they had originated and imposed upon 
the public, fur pecuni:.ry ohjects. 

T hese arts were partially successful. T he whole com­
munity, for awhile, yielded to tiJCm. Many iudil'iduals are 
still uuder the delusions, which they produced. But all 
are not. The sngacil y and habitual inquisitiveness of 
some of our fellow citizens soon enabled them to discover 
irresistible evidence, that foul deeds had been commilLed. 
And entertaining the generous !5ympathies of freeme n, with 
an eulightenecl convicaion, that the safety of all depends 
upon the protection of each, they called puLlic meetings-, 
in several places, at which committees of inquiry were 
raised to aid the operation of our legal authorities, in de­
tecting the criminals. 

With the exertions of these committees, patriotic and 
public spiri ted as they were, commenced those di!<closures, 
which have justly filled onr country with alarm. The 
crimes had been committed by Freemasons. Freemasons 
were endeavoring to conceal them. Forgetting all the 
obligations of ~elf respect, of civil clnty, of social benevo­
lence, of morality, of religiou, Freemasons of extensire 
information, wealth, and reputation-men, who had pos­
sessed largely the honors and confidence of their unsus­
pecting country, were found to have been consulted on the 
subject of these crimes before they were c.ommitted, and 
individually and collectively to have sanctioned them; 
and this, not casually, ignorantly, or inadvertently, but 
after months of deliberation and frequen t counsel. Con­
sidering the nature of thesa enormities, the means em­
ployed, and the restraints which were broken through, in 
their perpetration, such dangerous outrages upon the prin­
ciples of liberty, were never attempted before, since the 
commencement of regulated associations. No human in­
genuity could array before you all their evil consequences. 

W e ha\·e a government to which we cannot be too 
strongly attached. The privilege of establishing it was 

18 
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obtained through trials, sufferings and achievements, 
which have secured to our sage and heroic fathers, imper­
ishable renown. Its principles have been combined with 
the most considerate wisdom. And if its administration 
has not been perfect, it has been conducted with unequal­
led virtue and success. Under its benignant influence, 
religious and civil freedom, were multiplying, extending, 
and securing all their benefits. Its power to withstand 
the seduction aud defeat the a8saults of foreign govern­
ments, has been severely, but tri umphantly exemplified. 
I ts replllntion abroad is honorable ; and its example every 
year bf'coming more attractive. It is rapidly preparing 
the public opinion of the world, for the general introduc­
tion and enjoyment of freedom. 

Why is our government so effective for good 7 Why 
does it attract the grateful regard of all our enlightened 
fellow citizens, and the admiration of every independent 
mind '? Because it was institu ted by the whole people, 
and not by a part of them only ; for the protection of the 
rights of all, and not for the protection of the rights of a 
part merely. Because, while it presents no impediment 
to the useful exertions of auy, it encourages the honest 
and strenuous efforts of all, by offering its rewards to 
nw·it anrl to merit 01~llj. Because it intends to secure the 
safety of all, by enforcing, universally, and without par­
tiality, its penalties, upon all offenders-and because its 
agents are responsible, its proceedings are public, and it 
is free. Religion, knowledge, charity, are its open friends, 
the pillars of its strength, the objects of its veneration. 
It delig hts in every exerr. ise of benevolence , in every dis­
covery of science, in all the ad\'ances of piety. It is im­
possible to name any attainable good, the pursuit of which, 
it wonld not cherish and honor. But this government is 
eminently a government or law. All its benefits result 
from the adoption, administration and enforcement of its 
laws. Humility before God, and before the Jaws of such 
a gove rnment, are kindred and exalted virtues. With 
what a proud homage should the Jaws be obeyed ! Where 
their dominion is universal and supreme, what a cheap 
defence do they set up, around the great treasure-house 
of human rights I And how detestable is rebellion against 
them! 
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Yet such a rebellion Freemasonry has raised. It has 
violated the dearest rights of nature, and the most sacred 
enactments of our laws, and this, in a spirit manifestly 
t reasonable, for it has done this, in pursuance of solemn, 
deliberate, and voluntary obligations to a foreign govern­
ment,- ! menn its own,-a gorernment more alien to 
that which cia ims our allegiauce, than any that has ever 
afilicted mankind. F ellow citizens, let me beseech you 
to look into the government of Freemasonry. Examine it 
fully. You can easily comprehend it. You will have to 
encounte r no arduous labor-you will involve yourselves 
in no perplexing inqu iries; and you will arrive at no 
doubtful conclusion. You will find it a monstrous com­
pound of monarchy and hierarchy, pursuing its objects 
witb all the badges of fraud and guilt. Its power you 
will justly dread, but that is not invincii.Jie. I ts distin­
guishing characteristics, you will certainly abhor, but 
these you can abolish. 

T o fa ithful citizens, all that belongs to Freemasonry 
must be odious. Its pompous titles, they will scorn ; its 
ceremonies, indecent, profane or fantastic, they will con­
temn ; its habiliments, they will deride, as the harlequin 
frippery of a barbarous antiqui ty ; its emblems and tokens, 
innocent when innocently used, they will regard with 
c-ompassion, as very imperfect means of communication, 
to which honest ignorance may sometimes justiliably re­
sort; its cipher, they will deem evidence of knavery ; its 
pretensions, its secrecy, its oaths, its princiyles, and its 
power, they will reprobate and oppose. · ~ * 

From the first machination of the recen t outrages, 
t hrough every stage of their criminal progress, to their 
murderous consummation, the proceedings of Freema­
somy have afforded a practical exposition of the principles 
deduced from their oaths. And the distinct anti fuH 
operation of every one of them may be obviously traced, 
by those who have been attentive to these fatal transac­
tions. Even to thi!:l day, Freemasonry conspires against 
the laws, and defies the ir authority, in the very pre~ence 
of our courts of justice. I ndi1·idual members, by advise­
ment with others, spiri t away witnesses from the t rial of 
indicted !Jrethren,-refuse to testify because by so doing 
they must criminate themselves,- conceal the crimes of 
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their masonic coadjutdts, by perjury ,-supply delinquents 
of their order with information of their being in danger of 
persecution, and with counsel and pecuniary aid to escape 
from the penalties of law,-maliciously slander and per­
secute those, who in obedience to the most sacred injunc­
t ions of truth and honor, oppose them,- and prefer the 
interests of the fraternity to those of their country. 

Notwithstanding these foul exertions and the extensive 
prevalence of the nefarious principles, on which they are 
founded, that justice, which was well nigh suffocated, has 
overtaken a few of the felons, and consigned them to the 
awards of law, and the detestation, which high crimes 
unrepented of, should always find. But the guilt of these 
convicts, the infamous punishments, to which they have 
been justly doomed, and the execration of honest men, 
which they must encounter, seem only the more strongly 
to have secured to them, the fellow-feeling and attach­
ment of their unconvicted brethren. 

Why is this, my countrymen 7 Why have not these 
convic ts been discarded from the sympathetic fa1•or of the 
titular kings and priests of the order 1 I will tell you. 
T he reason is obvious as the sun at noonday. It is not in 
thew it of man, to assig n but one reason for such conduct. 
T he convicts had violated no law of Freemasonry. T hey 
are the victims of unflinching adherence to it:> require­
ments. T hey were unhappily sustained, in all the dark 
and loathsome s teps of their iniqui ty, by an assured con­
fidence, that they would be protected, upheld and justi­
fied, by the society. Nothing but the firmest conviction 
of this could have induced men of previous good standing 
in the community, industr ious, wealthy, intell igent and 
influential, to violate the binding ties of domestic life, and 
the consecrated securities of ci ~ i l blessings. T his is the 
reason , which has effectually prevented the dign itaries of 
Freemasonry from expelling, or even censuring, a single 
individual of these convicts. It has not been because 
they were fearful of exercising their authority to expel or 
censure; for the men who have bravely and worthily re­
vealed their crimes and secrets, for the common good, 
they have expelled, they have censured, they have slander­
ed, and persecuted with a malice peculiar to their order. 

W hat is the power of Freemasonry 1 One of its most 
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eloquent orators, in Connecticut, in the year 18:25, repre· 
sented it as follows : " It is ~owerful. It comprises men 
of rank, wealth, office, aud talent, in power and out of 
power, and that, in almost e•ery place, where power is 
of any importance. And it comprises, among other 
classes of the community to the lowest, in large number!", 
active men united together, and capable of being directed 
by the efforts of others, so as to have the force of concert 
throughout the civilized world. They are distributed too 
with the means of knowing one another, and the means 
of co-operating, in the desk, in the legislatil'e hall, on the 
bench, in e1•ery gathering of business, in every party of 
pleasure, in every domestic circle, in peace and in war, 
among enemies and friends, in one place ns well as in 
another ! So powerful indeed is it, at this time, it fears 
nothing from violence, public or private; for it has e1•ery 
means to learn it in season, to counteract, defeat, and 
punish it. It is too late to talk of the propriety of con­
tinuing or suppressing masonry, after the time to do so 
has gone by. So, g~Jod or bad, the world must take it as 
it is. Think of it, laugh at it, hate it, or despise it; still 
it is not only what I have told you, but it will continue to 
be; and the world in arms cannot stop it." 

Such are the claims of a permanent self-created society, 
which connects the aristocratic part of this community 
into a brotherhood, with the Princes, and Nobles, and 
Priests, and Generals , of every region of the globe, by 
cords, which no power of man, in the proud opinion of 
such as are encircled by them, is sufficient to sunder. 
And to sanction the existence and pursuits, in our coun­
try, of a power so expansive and redoubtable , and yet, 
though political, unknown to the government, the ll' r.ll 
meaning part of the fraternity have fondly helieved, the 
illustrious names of Warren, Fran klio, and Washington, 
cottld be adduced. 

'' To err is human." There has been hut one name 
given under heaven, in which no indiscretion, or stain of 
sin, could be found . Many of the patriots of the revolu­
tion, especially among the officers of the army, d id join 
the mawnic society. ln the n umber of such, were the 
exalted benefactors of mankind before alluded to. But 
little advantage can the society, in our times, derive from 

18"' 
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this fact. Their great authority, will in no way serve to 
cover the accumulated folly and guilt of the higher degrees 
of the fraternity, nor iudeed of any degree at this day. 
And the attempt to use it for such a purpose, it can be 
shown , w!thout drawing upon them the imputation of 
crime agaiost their country and the rights of man, will 
only serve more strikingly to illustrate the dangerous de­
signs of the institution. For hear it, ye friends of equal 
rights, and of the govemment estal>lished by your re­
nowned forefathers, the~e patriarchs of civil liberty, when 
they entered the fraternity, bad cast off the oaths of alle­
giance to the tyrnnuy under which they were born, and 
were battling for the great privileges of self-government. 
Under no bonds of e~tablished authority, in a crisis most 
momentous to a!l the cherished interests of life, and 
threatened with all the calamities of anarchy at home, 
and of the most formidable and vindictive power from 
abroad, an institution offering social ties, of which they 
were destitute,-great means of secret communication, 
which they ueeded,-and many subduing motives to obe­
dience, indispensable to their objects, was adopted, by 
them, and made successfully instrumental to the overthrow 
of the government, against which they used it. 

If such men, under such circumstances, in such a 
cause, used l"reemawury, not yet clothed wi th its most 
alarming principles and most censurable obligations, 
against a kwgly and tyrannical governmeut, shall their 
example be cited, to authorize its use agaiust a govern­
ment of their own establishrucnt,-a government which 
they and their associates contrived, and set up, as the 
perpetual storehouse, and sanctuary of all the principles 
of freedom 1 

Fellow citizens, you will not allow such an abuse of the 
inesti mable inheritance of their immortal names. In 
your offices, in your shop!<, in your fielrls, in all your re­
sorts of business or amusement, you have thought too 
reverently of the btcssiugs of equal laws, and the rich en­
joyment which their uuirersn.l and unobstructed adminis­
tration !'ecures, for thi ti. Participating all the fruits of your 
honest an<! protected industry, in the bosom ofthriring and 
cheerful famiiif:s, you have felt your hearts bum ll'ithin 
you as you rcllected upon the great founders of your na-
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t.ional family, and these reflections have turned the gentle 
currents of you r domestic affection into the broad and 
SW'elling tide of patriotism ; but patriotism cannot rebel 
against freedom. 

Long association in toils and dangers, produces lasting 
friendsh ips. W ashington found it difficult, altogether to 
withdraw himself from Freemasonry, at the close of the 
war. It was natural for him to recollect, with compla­
cency, many of the events which it had been made to 
assist. And its claims were frequently pressed upon him, 
by old companions. He did not, therefore, wholly re­
nounce it. It had been u!'cd by him only trJr good, and 
courtesy and cousisteucy required him, not violently and 
su.ddeuly to cast it off. He did not patronize it after the 
objects of the war had been obtained. It fell into neglect 
upon the re~tor ation of peace, and remained so unti l his 
death. He was undoubted ly opposed to its renewal. Iu 
1794, he suit! to several of his confidential friends : " T he 
real people occasiunally assembler! in order to express 
their sentirne t~ ts, on political subjects, ought never to be 
confounded with permanent, self-appointed societies, 
usurping the right to colllrol the constituted authorities, 
and to dictate to publ ic opinion. 'Whiie the former was 
e ntitled to respect, tile latter was incompatible with all 
go1·ernment, and must either sink into general disesteem, 
ur finally ·overturn the established order of things." 

T he gre<ttest masonic authority* in thi:; State, with all 
t he honors of the institution thick upon him, about four 
years ago publicly declared, that masonry was sometimes 
abused to political objects. In our own village, before 
()tl C of its most respectable magistrates, when in the exer­
cise of his official duty, we ha1•e seen a bolt! attempt to 
use it for the purpose of procuring impnnity from all the 
.legal consequeuces of imputed crime. In forty counties 
(}f this State, being all from which authentic information 
could be obtained, it was ascertained, by the anti-masonic 
convention assembled la~t winter in Albany, that, in the 
year when Morgan was martyred, there were in office 
thirty-three ma~()nic Sherifls. More than half of the irn­
purtant public o!l\ces in the Union are filled by Freema-

* Do Witt Clinton. 
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sons, though they do not count one in four of the whole 
number of persons equally well qualified and eligible to 
fill them. I nquire for yourselves as to the number of 
masons, who have filled the town, county aud stale 
offices, within your knowledge; and you will not fail to 
discem a striking effect of the inequality produced, by the 
obligations of F reemasonry. 

If you have read the statements of respectable men, 
who have renounced it, you have learnt, that in ord inary 
times and in many cases, it has successfully assailed the 
great duties, upon which all our social adl'antages de­
pend. Its obligations arc utterly destructive of that 
equality of right, which our constitutions and laws are 
intended to maiutain. They are inconsistent with the 
oaths of legislators, judges, grand jurors, petit jurors, 
sheriffs, and every other public functiouary, bec~tUse they 
enjoin illegal and uurighteous favor to brethren, and un­
just and oppressil'e opposition to the uninitiated, in a vast 
variety of the most important exigencies of life. They 
are now, and hare Jon~ been fat al to that political equali­
ty, which every freeman should most highly prize, because 
it is the only efficient means of suppressing all wrongful 
inequality. 

No mwt 1I)Ould dare to take ttpnn himselftlw obligations 
of P recmasom·y itl public. Or if he did, no man would 
expect public favor afterwards. And shnll we permit 
their exi~tence, because they are taken secretly 1 Shall 
we yiHid up all our rights as a boon to Freemasons, for 
the ft~vor they have conferred upon us, by fraudulently 
usurping most of them, through the fatal etricacy of their 
secrecy, their tokens, their cipher, and their oaths 1 Have 
we free hearts, free minds, self-respect, wcial )ol't'', intel­
]i.,.cnce to look before and after us, and shall we be hewers 
of wood, and drawers of water, for a n iustitution rotten to 
the core ?-of which the principles and deeds ha1•e cover­
ed all over with blisters, the fairest body politic that e1·er 
was presented to the admiration of the world ·?--of which 
the only practic;;.l u~e is to forge, in its gloomy fire~, and 
fasten upon us, and all the unit.iated forel'er, thH chains 
of a degrading servitude? Will you submit to this 'I I 
know you will not submit to it. I l01ow the hm:r dnms 
nigh, when the whole country will be arrayed iu oppr>:'i-
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tion to it,-wben the Dagon of these Philist ines, who 
have come upon us,-when the kings and priests of Free­
masonry, with all their courts, their altars, and their 
gods, shall sink together into everlasting oblivion, and the 
gavel of masonic vengeance, shall be the weapon of of­
ficial oppression no more forever. 

To abolish the evils of Freemasonry, open and con­
cealed, is the object of anti-masonry-and what conside­
rate citizen will not approve it 1 If masonry be the 
Pandora's box from which all possible evils to ourselves 
and country, are to be feared, let us shut it up. If it be 
a noisome seed bed of the most pernicious weeds, let us 
eradicate the weeds, remove its smothering enclosure, in­
troduce the cheerful lig ht and the wholesome air- dig it 
over, through all its compartments, and sow it wi th healthy 
and nutritious wheat. W hatever it may be likened to, 
let us take effectual measures to exclude its evils. 

How can this be done 1 By resorting to the ballot­
box, and by that alone. And shall we be slanderously 
and maliciously assailed with insinuations of sinister pur­
poses, aurl with opprobrious epithets, for betaking our­
selves to this resort 1 Is it not peaceable 1 l s it not 
honest 7 I s it not lawful 7 Is it not consistent with all 
the rights of others 1 If it is not, then their rights are 
wrongs to us, of which we must take the redress into our 
own hands. 

The right of election is the paramount right of all free­
men. And the place where it is exercised is the holiest, 
in the temple of liberty. Shall we not be permitted to go 
up, and offer pure homage there 1 There can be no ac­
ceptable homage, but what is pure. Purity of election 
consists in exercising the unmolested right of voting for 
the men, whom we think wise to know, and faithful to 
pursue, the best intere!'ls of the community. T he best 
interests of the community in which our lot is Ca$1, are 
the constitntional and equal rights of the citizens. These 
are in vaded by Freemasonry. Shall not those who are 
opposed to Freemasonry, repel the invasion 7 Yes. We 
will repel it; and that in the most majestic court, that 
has ever been known among the sons of men,-in the 
grht court of the whole people, which announces its 
sentences from the ballot-box. 
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Why should we not go into this court for the decision 
of our cause 1 Shall we not find it as respectable as any 
other court 7 Shall we not find it as honest as any other 
court 1 Shall we not find it as much under a sense of the 
necessity of upholding the essential rights of the people, 
as auy other court 1 Shall we not find it as inaccessible 
to all the biasses of partial influence, as any other court 1 
W e shall. Aud the interests of this court, which may 
God in his goodness perpetuate, are our interests. Truly 
we might go iuto the snuorrlinate courts, established in 
our land. But we have a right to choose ; and we choose 
the court of the people. Is this disreputable 1 Or shall 
we be held to trial, in those courts only, where a large 
proportion of the officer:> have taken oaths against us 7-
where we hal'e found it impo!>sible to proceed to a right­
eous result, of the whole matter, though such a result has 
been sedulously pursued, for years 7-and where we now 
know jurisdiction of the whole case does not exist. 

You may repel the invasion upon your rights, (we are 
told, by a small number of our fellow citizens, running all 
over with candor and liberality;) but take care not to 
avail yourselves of political mean~, in doing it! You 
may repel it, by expressing gentle opinions against it! 
You are not obliged professedly and directly to aid the 
invasion. Only hold your necks still till the foot of the 
invader pre~ses them to the earth, and fair oppos ition, ~y 
courteous words, may be permitted ! 1\len there are, 
who hold this doctrine; and they go in and out among 
us, without the marks of conscinus shame, or undisguised 
fatuity, upon them l Of what race are they 1 T hey 
come not from the true-hearted, investigating, devoted 
stock of the asserters of our freedom. They have no 
alliance wi th that class of men into whose bosoms, all the 
OJ>pres:; ions of tyranny sen•e only to burn their abhorrence 
of it, - and all the gladdening results of liberty, to hallow 
their love of it. 

It is merely hypocrisy, and shallow hypocrisy too, for 
men of common sense to pretend opposition to the exist­
ence of any thing, which they would not take the most 
effectual honest means to destroy. T he reproach cast 
upon ant i-masonry, for its being political, springs from 
attachment or subserviency to masonry ; and can spring 



OPINIONS ON F REEMASONRY, 215 

from nothing else. And its taking a political character, 
would not be objected to, by those who cast upon it this 
reproach, only becanse, by being political, it will be suc­
ce~sfu l. Political character, in the sense of adherence to 
the just policy of our governmP.nt, which is the sense we 
entertain of it, is the highest character, which can he ac­
quired by man, in reference to things terminating with 
life. And I glory in political anti-masonry. Anti-mason­
ry is political; it must be political, or all is lost. 

As citizens, our liberties are political, our rights are 
political, our duties are political. Let us all perlorm our 
duties, in accordance with our rights, aud the rights of 
others, for the advancement of the just policy of our 
government. 

But it is said that anti-masonry is bigoted, and perse­
cuting. Bigotry is an obstinate and blind attachment to 
a tenet, ceremony, creed, or party. Anti-masoury is op­
posed, and will forever he opposed, to every tenet, cere­
mony, creed, or party, which infringes upon the uni\·ersal 
rights of man. It is the real democracy of our country, 
embracing in its good will, as objects of its protecting 
care, every interest, right, duty and enjoymeut, or every 
individual in the nation. Persecution means withholding 
rights, or inflicting injuries, unju~tly. Such per~ecution 
is precisely what has called anti·masonry into existence; 
and this name of democratic freedom, will cea:>e to exist, 
as soon as it has made adequate provision to secure the 
rights unjustly withheld, and to redress the injurit~ s un­

. justly inflicted, by Freemasonry. Shall arlli-ma~oury be 
accused of big()try and persecution, then, by tho~;t! too, 
who have in,·oked, upon themselves, all the wrath of the 
Almighty if they cea:se to exercise an obstinate ami blind 
attachmeut to the tenets, cP-remonics, creed, and pnrty of 
Freemasonry, or cease to withhold rights, and iutlict in­
juries, uujnstl y, upon their renouncing brethren and 
countrymen 1 

Wanting nothing, expecting nothing, and fearing 
nothing, from the puhlic, but what pertains eq•rally to the 
rights anrl secu rities uf every citizen, l have come hefore 
you as the r•• preseutati~e of freemen. With no bonds 
upon my soul, but those of obedience to my l\'hker, 
(would that they were always felt with greater iutcusity,) 
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and with a yet unfettered body, I have spoken to you 
freely and indignantly of an institution, which I deem 
desperately wicked. But I entertain no hostility to its 
members. I have spoken from a regard to interests, 
from which I would by no means shut them out. Among 
them are numbered some, who partake of the same life­
stream with myself, and who are as dear to my heart, as 
the tics of nature, early affection, and enduring sympathy, 
can make them. There are others to whom I owe all 
that can be required or given, in honor. And I should 
consider it as a stigma upon my character to cherish 
malice towards any human being. 

But ours is a cause of comprehensive benevolence. It 
includes the interests of Freemasons as well as our own. 
And the most rel'lecting among them, are already with 
us, in their secret convictions. Nothing but a pride, re­
luctant to acknowledge error, and some fear of the vin­
dictive hostility of the fraternity, prevents them from 
openly avowing it. T hey should avow it. Washington 
would pursue that course. In the path of renunciation, 
you follow his example, my countrymen. With him no 
private feelings or interests could supersede the public 
good. E ven to what appeared to be envious clamor, 
injustice, and persecution to all hut the high sighted eye, 
and a ll encircling hearts of patriotism, he, and the great 
men of the revolution, gave up the society of the Cincin­
nati, to which they were fastened, hy all the strong Jinks 
struck out iu the welding fires of a glorious warfare. 
Follow their example. Do yourselves the great justice to 
discard Freemasonry. By all the unutterable privileges 
of life and immortality, by your most precious connexions 
and attachments here, and hereafter, by your undying 
thoughts, by your unfading hopes, renounce it . 

• 
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ADDRESS 

Of tlot Rqmblica.n Ami-masonic !IJembu.• of tlot LegisltJJure of New York, /Q 
tlotir Constu~nts. 

FELLOW C ITIZENS, 

IT is the proud boast and consoling reflection of Ameri­
cans, that the free institutions of their country have 
t riumphed over all the dangers that have beset theu1. 
Whatever have been the perils that have threatened their 
existence, the virtue and inherent energy of the people 
have been adequate to every exigency. 

R ecently the people have been awakened to an alarm­
ing internal danger, of the existence of which they were 
unconscious. T he abduction and murder of a free citi­
zen, without crime, with the attrocities that attended and 
followed it, have excited their inquir ies, and revealed the 
fearful fact that there is in the midst of a confiding com­
munity an institution, the existence of which is incom­
patible with liberty. When the outrage first became 
public, the efforts of the neighboring inhabitants were 
directed to the enforcement of the laws, the detection 
and punishment of the guil ty offenders. In the simplicity 
of their hearts, they expec ted .universal co-operat ion. In 
the prosecution of objects so just and patriotic, for pur­
poses so high, holy, and humane, they, with entire con­
fidence, expected the powerful aid of the Press, and the 
united exertious of their fellow citizens. Far from them 
was the thought of arrayini, a party for any purpose 
whaterer. Their astonishme'ht was greater even than at 
the perpetration of the outrage, when they disco1·ered the 
appalling truth, that it was. the work of a conspiracy, em­
bracing large numbers of conspicuous citizens; that the 
PREss was silent as the house of death, or spoke only to 
defame and misleatl ; that a whole fratP.rnity, claiming 
irresistible power, regarded the outrage with cold indif­
ference, or engaged in active efforts to screen from pun­
ishment the guilty perpetrators. 

W hen they met opposition at every step of their pro­
gress; when they found their objects belied, and their 
motives impeached ; all their ac ts subjected to misrepre­
sentation, and their charac ters consigned to obloquy and 

19 
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,·ituperation ; when they perceived that the perpetrators 
of the outrage and their abettors were men of peaceful 
li1·es, elevated and unsu~pected characters, hound to the 
performance of their social duties l>y all the ties that exist 
in civil society, the unwelcome conclusion was forced 
upon them that the deeds tiH:!Y ha.d done were not perpe­
trated as the acts of indi1•iduals, but as members of their 
fraternity; anrl that it was the inst·itulion that had sinned 
through their instrumentality. When the people, excited 
J,y the l\lorgan outrage, perceived that all efforts to \'in­
dicate the rnajesty of the laws, hy the punishment of the 
ntrocious violatorti, were resisted and rendered abortive; 
when they saw that the fraternity possessed the power to 
silence or pervert the l 'ress; to stop the mouths, destroy 
the memories, or extract the consciences of wituesscs; to 
extend its baneful influence into courts, aud poison the 
fountains of justice; UN I ON became indi!:'pensable to the 
further pro8ecutiou of their righteous objects. The Re­
publican Anti-masonic party arose from necessity, and 
uot from design. Opposition caused its formation, and 
opposition by assisting to develope the true character of 
tl1e masonic institution, is constantly increasing its num­
bers, and will finally insure its tr iumph. Believing it to 
be in accordance with your wishes, we ha\·e acted to­
gether as a party, upon every befiting oc.casion. 

T he ntteution of the legi ~lature was called, by the ex-: 
ecutire, to the Morgan outrage, as a subject of legislative 
inquiry. The reports made to the senate and assembly, 
contain the material facts comprising the history of that 
transaction. Other "matters" "embracing" information 
of a grn1•er character, " exi~t, which could not in the 
opinion of a high judicial officer, with propriety be made 
public," as they would tend very much " to prejudge the 
guilt of person:s indicted." After the reports were made, 
addition;d evidence of the extent of the conspiracy was 
obtained, but it was deemed unnecessary to make a fur­
t·her report, as no attempt was made to controvert the 
statements of those presented to the legislature, and as 
the whole subject is in a train of thorough judicial inves­
tigation. A gentleman was then appointed to conduct 
the prosecutions, at our unanimous recommendation, 
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and we look with anxiety and co nfide nce to the result of 
his indeflltigable and able e xertions. 

Although the excitement caused by the Morgan out­
rage is univer.;;ally applauded, with sincer ity or affectation, 
the o bjects of those who obey its impul$e are opposed 
and misrepresented. The objects of the R epublican 
ant i-masonic party arc plain and fredy avowed. They 
a re to bring to merited punishment, the perpetrators of 
an outrage whir.h has no parallel in a ci \·i lized commu­
ni:y ; to annihilate the institution that has filled the land 
with crilne, and thus to vindicate the laws, purify the 
fountains of ju><tice, and rescue liberty from the dangers 
that beset it. T he people, con~trained by unwonted op­
position, rushed together by a spontaneous impulse, to 
g ive concert and strength to their eftims. This party, 
thus ol)l•iously and necessarily limned , seems re(:cntly to 
have excited !earful alarm. Conspicuous ind ividuals, 
"in po\\'er and out of power," have labored " in season 
and out of season," to defame its character, and impede 
its ra pid progress. It is manif~st that poli tical men have 
taken advantage of the existence of this party to impress 
upon honest and unsuspicious republicans, an apprehen­
sion of danger; anti that designs a re in a train of execu­
tion to render the " excitrmellt justly cau~cd" by the 
Morgan outrage, " subsen ient. to political and party pur­
poses;' by making it contribute to the sustentation of an 
existing political party, the leaders of which ha"e never 
manifested a ny peculiar abhorrence of the Morgan out­
rage. A COALITION is fi>rmed, e mbracing many 
members of the masonic fraternity and those who ha,•e 
been sep~trated by iureterate J!Olitiwl fto.•tilil!f , to resist 
the efforts of the people in the work of reformation. How­
e,·er revol ting this unholy alliance may be to the llemoc­
racy of the S tate, it is not of a nature to excite surprise. 
It rlisplays the characteri~tics of the ma~onic institution. 
It illustrates the allegation that t he order docs possess 
a power by which it can bring political antipodes togeth­
e r, and unite them in efforts for the common fraterna l 
object of mutual protection and preservation. It is natu­
ral that the order should extend its influence over those 
who are elevated to places of authority. Tt is lavi~h iu 
its promises of "all-powerful" support. 
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The possessors of power are usually eager for its con· 
tinned enjoyment, and readily welcome the aid of adver­
saries to secure it. T hey are invariably the foes of re­
form. They always find it " difficult to believe" that 
abuses do exist, that corruption triumphs, or that there 
can I.Jc danger to liberty or the peace of society, unless it 
threatens their own security. 

Hi:>rory abounds with illu~trions though mournful ex­
amples of men, out of power, the bold and ardent advo­

. cates of popular rights, h:wing the clearest visions of 
existing Cl' t!s, and impendiug ruin, in poss<l!'sion of power, 
the hl iuu aud "inHexible" adherents of the system they 
had denounced as full of vice anrl danger. Democracy, 
in our country, has been compelled to engage in despe­
rate struggles with the possessors of power. All its past 
experi t!nce banishes apprehension for the result of another 
conflict. If its energies must be put to new trials, cer· 
tainty of victory in1'i1es to the combat. We have been 
,·cmindecl of the far gone days of intellectual darkness and 
mental perversiou, when professing Christians, Catholic 
and P rotestant and unpretending Quakers were consign­
ed to barbarous and ignominious executions for imputed 
errors in religion. T his has been done with the obvious 
intent to induce the inference that the spirit which caus· 
ed such abominations was kindred to the hostility now 
manifested against the institution of F reemasonry. Cas­
uists must determine whether weakness of intellect, ob­
liquity of head, or rlepravity of heart, is chiefly required to 
trace a parallel between t!le relentle!'s sacrifice of Chris­
tian Martyrs, for speculative opinions, and the inHiction 
of legal punishment upon !1 idnnppers, incendiaries, and 
murderers. It manifests a morbid sensibility for crimes, 
a sickly sympathy for atrocious offenders, to attempt to 
repress the ho11est efforts of patriotic zeal, for their con­
viction, by the hypocritical cry of persecution, and the 
hollow preteJHle, that the innocent may be confounded 
with the guilty. Reli).(ious persecution has affixed n de­
plorable stigma upon the hnman character and marked 
the age:> in which it occurre:i for lamentation and abhor­
rence. Jt is an imperious duty upon this more enlight­
ened .genP.rat ion not to tolerate an order thnt attempts 
a per:secution more inexcusable, atrocious and vengeful. 
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Religious persecution was perpetratetl by the sovereign 
authority of communities. It was in accordance with 
the spirit of the times, and was the act of the rwtiun. 
T he victims were subjected to trials according to estab­
lis!ted jurispmdence, and condemned to suticr penalties 
prescribed lor violations of laws intended for universal 
operation. We ha1·c witnessed an institution possessing 
the power and arrogating the right to intlict the penalty 
of death upon a delinquent member, for the violation of 
no law binding upon the whole community or consistenl 
with its safety. H former ages are doomed to reproad1 
for persecutions according to lmo, more ineffable must be 
the disgrace to thnt generation that permits or tolerates a 
persecution more horrid and afflicting to humanity wit!t­
uut law and in dtjia11ce of its authority. Since the storm 
of public indignation has threatened destruction to the 
arrogant Order, it pretends that the Morgan outrage was 
not demanded by its requirements or in accordance with 
its principles. It was long befnre its proud spirit would 
submit to the condescension of offering to an alarmetl 
community, even that equivocal vindication which terror 
has finally extorted. If the allegation be true, the at­
tempted defence is condemning; for it proves that the 
institution is susceptible of monstrous and dangerous per­
version. It is in \'aiu to tell of the origi nal worthiness of 
object and purity of J>rinciple of the institution and of the 
many good men who are members of it, and of t he more 
illustrious characters who have been, if the influence of 
all these combined consiclerations is insufficient tl) re­
strain the venge<Lnce of whole bodies of the fraterni ty, 
and prevent extensive and powerful combinations for the 
violation of the laws and the frusmtion of the purposes of 
justice. But the evidence from various sources is over­
whelming to establish the fact that the outrage with !_Lil 
its attendant enormities was in strict conformity with the 
obligations and requirements of the institution. That 
such is the trnth, is proved by the testimony of a multi­
tude of witnesses from the fraternity, embracing many 
"distinguished for their piety, purity of lives and devo­
tion to their country," and corroborated by the acts of 
multitudes more 1\'ho still adhere to the institution. The 

• 
republican anti-masonic party has beeu accused of perse· 

19* 
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cutio11 and proscription. It cannot fail to e:tcite surprise 
and astonishment that this charge should be preferred by 
tlwse who, a t the same time, boldly p roclaim a political 
proscription of all those who do not belong to their own 
fellowship, although they constitnte a majority o f the 
whole co111rnunity. If the charge were true , ample jus­
tification would be furnished uy the declared priuciples 
aud unvarying practice of those who make it. But it is 
not true. Anti-masons proscribe and persecute no man. 
'l'he charge is founded upon the fact that anti-masons 
re~olve uut tu clt~ vate tu ojj'ice those who AOIJEttE to the 
masonic frat e rnity. This is neithe r proscription nor per­
secutiou. No individual has a r ight to demand the suf­
frage of another. The bestowment of it is exclusively 
the right of him who possesses it. To withhold from an 
individual what he hal> no right to demand and no claim 
to pos~css uutil it is freely g iven, is no persecuti .. n. To 
anruhilate the iustitution of Freemasonry, or render it 
harmlC'ss, anti-masons ha•c formed the resolution to uitli­
ltold their sulfrages from those who adhere to the order. 
It is rw graH,ful task to make this discrimination. Pat­
riotism eujr>ins the unwelcome duty. Tire community 
bal'e a ri!!ht to demand, as justice and safety require, 
that its officers shall l>e EQUAL and IMPARTIAL as between 
their fellow citiz~ns. Free masons have re ndered this 
impossible. Tirey have placed them under obligntions 
which cre~te sec ret and ir1dissolul>le ties, between them 
and their ma!>onic bret hren, 1nlticlr do r10t exist in relati11n 
tn tl!e lnrJtcr portion of the community. Under tremen­
rlons penalties they have swurn allegiance to an alien 
power. Tho~y have \'oluntarily imposed upon themselves 
a positi\•e orsQUALIFICATIO ' · Anti-masons, by their re­
solves, do nothing more than declare the fact and deter­
mine to gi\·e it effect. By asc ribing superior force and 
sanctity to their masonic oblij!ations, the members of the 
fraternity declare that they will not be bound by 03ths of 
office iu cn~e of cnnAict. T he community can never 
have full assurance of their fidelity. Unlwown instances. 
of couAict betwcP.n masonic ohligations and official duty 
may tw.cur, and unaccountaule results produced. The 
disjlbility can exi;;t no longer than tl1cy choose to retain 
the disqualification. Whenever they renounce their par-
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t ial and secret obligations and mingle with thei r ft~llow 
citizens on terms of equality, t heir eligibility to every 
official station is admitted. lt is a matter left to their 
own free clwice, and if they will continue the di~qualifica­
t ion and cousl:ltluent exclusion, t hey are their own per­
secutors. 

T he objects of anti-masons is the annihilation of the 
masonic institution, not the disfranchisement of its mem­
bers. T he method they have adopted is peaceful, lawful 
and will proi'C effi!ctual. Il is the only way in which the 
people can exercise that so1•creign and control ling power 
with which they are intrusted lor the preservation of 
freedom and all the blessings it confers. T he responsi­
bilities of the people a re t remendous. The protection of 
liberty is committed to their charge. In attempting the 
annihilation of Freemasonry, which threatens its destruc­
tion, anti-masons obey the most imperative injunction of 
patriotism. It is matter of astonishment that any should 
be found to blame their determination. Freemasonry has 
now no defenders . When it is alleged that under des­
potic governments and in barbarous t imes it muy have 
been useful, a d raft is made upou human creduliry, fo r no 
evidence is furnished of ir s me ritorious performances. But 
whate1·er its characte r, its principles or its deeds may 
have been, multitudes of the most worth,Y merqbens who 
have not nmounccd the ordr.r, admit that it has lagged 
behind the advancement of the age and outlived the period 
of its usefulness. It is admitted to be unpromising , un­
necessary and worthless: while the ~rea t and incr easing 
number whom its atrocities have drive n from it, declare 
the institution to be corrupt in p1 inciple, viciou11 in char­

. acter and dangerous in all its tendencies. W ith this 
mass of coorinually accumulating testimony of the worth­
less or awfully vicious character of the I nstitution, 
will any lover of his country hesitate to atte mpt its 
destruction 1 Upon republicans the duty is imperious. 
If Freemasonry could be tolerated any where , it is 
only in attributing governments, whef'e secret a:.socia­
tions may he necessary for the preservation of personal 
safety. Eve n there it would be a powerful instrumen t of 
revolution and of destruction to existing estahlishments. 
But in a l' REE REPUBLI C, it is unnecessary and abhorrent. 
Democracy asserts the EQUALITY op ALL MEN ; on equal ity 
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in their claim to the enjoyment of social, civil and political 
r ights am.l to the protection of the laws. 1t abhors and 
forbids all artilicial distinctions, ranks and orders, "stars 
and garters and titles of nobility," those " gewgaws that 
amuse so many children in the shape of men." Freema­
sonry contravenes the spirit of Democracy. It is monar­
chical in all its structure ; anti-republican in its govern­
ment, purposes, and all its exhibitions. If republ icans 
wish to prepare for the overthrow of their government, no 
measure could be more eifectual thnu the toleration of 
t he institutiou of Freemawnry, which incuh:ates princi­
ples of arbitrary power and sla1•ish obedieuce the most 
abhorrent to freedom. W hich familiarizes their country­
men to the exclusive pretensions of di$gusting aristocracy 
and the vainglorious distinctions of an arrogant nobility. 
Democracy cannot exist with Freemasonry. One will 
inevitably destroy the other. The struggle fvr supremacy 
has commenced. lL is a struggle not merely for victory, 
but existence; and the world is intere~ted in the issue of 
of the contest. The dangers of Freemasonry arc en­
hanced by its foreign colmc1·ions. I t is wholly of FunEIUN 

ORIGIN. All its new degrees, with thei r impious obliga­
tions and revolting penalties so prodigally multiplied, are 
wholly offm·eign in-vention. 

The institution in this country receives with passive 
obedience, whatever is transmitted from the foreig n seat 
of its empire. Here it has formed a confederacy em­
bracing the whole extent of our repu blic. All our territory 
is parcelled out, and a branch of the institution established 
in every section. I t has its meetings in the darkness of 
night and security of secrecy, for towns, counties, states, 
and the whole Union. The institution is prepare(! to act 
t hroughout the land, with concert, energy and decision, 
and to receive its impulse fromjo1·eign command. Its im­
mense! resources enable it to attempt the greatest objects. 
Nothing is too lofty for its ambition or beyond its means 
of accompl ishment. In Europe the institution has been 
made the cloak of innumerable crimes. In its dark con­
claves plots, stratagems, and treason have been designed 
a~ainst government and religion, and the institutions of 
ctvil society, and put in a train of successful execution, 
while it.s infatuated votaries were unconscious of the ob-
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jcct of the master spirits that impelled them to action. 
What has been attempted in other countries 11tay be ex­
pected in our own. The organization of the institution 
hE>re, fits it for the purposes of treason. Its extended 
confederacy furnishes the opportunity for the wiriest com­
munication. The masonic c ipher gi\·es the in ~trument 
of safe correspondence, and its secrecy enforced by horrid 
obligations, and appalling peMltie~, affi1rds the assurance 
of security. T he que:;tion the n is pre!:'ented to the 
American people whether they will sac.rificc Dr.MOCRACY 

or annihilate the institution of Freemasom·y, which threat­
ens its existence. It is a qnestion interesting to every 
inhabitaut of this land. It summonses him to exertions 
for the preservation of freedom aud its countle~s blessings. 
It stimulates hirn to displny the spir it ancl emulate the 
patriotic de1·otion of the revolution who put all that is dear 
to man in peril to presene their liherties from fiJreign 
encroachment. A FOREIGN DO~IINION incompati­
ble with those liberties, exists and exerts its malignant 
influe nce for their destruction. The crisis calls for the 
ener~ies and virtues inspired by reference for ancestral 
example. Those manly qualities will ensure to the prin­
ciples of Democracy, !1. 1\:EW, a GLOR IOUS and ENDURING 

triumph. 
The republican anti-masonic party has the most ani­

matiug pro:-pect of speedy nucl complete success. It has 
experie nced great impediments from the silence or mis­
representations of the Press, enslaved by masonic influ­
ence. Numerous free prt!sscs are now el'ltablished, nnd 
liberally patronizrd, and greatly increased. Nntwith­
~tancling: tho recent and unf(Junded statements of THE 
COALiTION, the enure is el'ery where advancing. It 
is the a~snranca of this f.1.ct that causes such fearful 
alarm. R epublicans are nwakeuing to the fact., that an 
effort is making to render their honest attachment to prin­
ciple nnd to party, !>U bscrv ie nt to the defence and susten­
tation of Freema!>onry. They are incapable of suhmitting 
to such humiliation. The moment the masonic fraternity 
shall be arrayed In one political party for mutual protec­
tion and preferment, universal corl\'iction will be produced, 
of the nature and power of their obligations, ancl will be 
quickly and inevitably followed by the accomplishment of 
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the object of the republican anti-masonic party- the anni­
hilatiou of the dangerous institution. 

Tu the mind of the humble belie\·er in the C hristian 
religion, F reemasonry presents characteri$tics tha t de­
mand his most solemn meditation. Its religious crt>cd is 
not the creed of any people on earth, who profe~s adora· · 
tion for a S11preme Be ing. It is neil her Cilth4llic nor 
P rote!'tant Christianity, nor hlami~m. Judaism, nnr Pa­
gani~ n1, and yet equally adopted to all! lustcad of being 
relig ion, or the handmaid of it, t he masonic cn~ed is a 
mock resrmhlance or impious substitute. It tcucheH its 
vota ries to blaspheme their 1\lake r, haniohcs all j ust ideas 
oftho atonement made by the Sariour, and prepares the 
chambers of the mind fo-r the lodgen•ent of intidel prin­
ciples. 

Those who first engaged in tho riJ hteous callSC of vin­
dicating the laws and rescuing li·om d i~grace the charac­
ter of the State, have felt the force of masonic power, and 
experienced the unmeasu red effi>ct:s of its vcn.:;:cance. 
While they have been accused of pe rsecution, t hey have 
experienced and witnessed its relentless rage. T hey have 
perscrcred amidst innumerable dillic ultic~ and appalliug 
perils, ant.! ha1·e individually seen and felt too muc h of 
t.he peculiar ch•uacteristic:; of Free masonry to be insen­
sible of the necessity of exrrting all their energies until 
the ove rthrow of the institu tion is accomplished. Foul 
calumuies have been uttered, and unfi)lltHled charges in 
profu~ion preferred against them. Thcy ha\'e been ac­
cused of seek ing otlice and power as though such objects 
were c riminal. And 1l'lto are the accusers 1 T !lose wlw 
already pnssess p01t!Cr, t:r are .t:;recdy f or its cn.Jo.'JIIIent. 
Tlw8e 1rlw make z>vlitics a trade , c/w·rge tltem1oitlt !tuving 
politiwl rle.~igns . As thoug h it were n heinous offence in 
one class of citizens to strive for (lhjccts to the pursuit of 
whic h it is commendable virtue in others to clet!icate 
their lives. Anti-masonry seel<s no CON CEA Ll\1 ENT, 
nor s hrouds its ope rations or de~igns, in the mantle of 
darkness o r SECRECY. Its ohjccts are proclaimed, 
and if it desires power, it is hecause the possession is in­
dispensable to their accomplishment. T he sin of anti· 
masonry, iu the eyes of the fraternity, is not solely or 
chiefly that it attacks the mystic order , but thnt it 
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threatens to disturb its members in the nearly exclusive 
enjoyment of oflice, influence, emolument and power. 

Time, that never fails to test the merit of things, will 
furnish the refutation of the charges liberally preferred 
against those who ~.re engaged in the anti-masonic cause. 
To the charge of insincerity, they oppose an inflexible 
perse\·erance in the attainment of their avowed objects. 
To that of persecution, an iO\•ariable ahstinence from all 
displays of male1•olence and perpetration of acts of out­
rage and violence. Let them prove themsehes, accord­
ing to their profession , the friends of peace, morality, re­
ligion and law. Against the malevolent accusation of 
being factionists, let them exhibit a uniform and un­
swerving adherence to the principles and the usages of 
democracy And to refute the charge of being without 
a plan or worthy object, let them continue the steadfast 
and ardent advocates of a liberal, enlightened and judi­
cious policy, calculated to extend and diH'use the ulessings 
of a free government, promote the interests and advance 
the glory of the State. Public opinion governs the world. 
The institution of Freemasonry is now suhjected to its 
scrutiny, and its decision will bring to it exaltation or Ol'er­
throw. The 1•r::oru: have undertaken the work of inves­
tigation, and to them exclusively belong and may safely 
be intrusted the task of its prosecution. Full confidence 
may be indulged that they will conduct it in a manner to 
commend, wi thout apprehension, their acts, their motives 
and their objects, to the just discrimination and enlight-­
ened judgment of a judging world. 

Albany, May 5t!t, 1829. 
l\L HAYDEN, Ch'n. 

ABNER HAZELTINE, Sec'y. 
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ADDRESS OF THE MASSACHUSETTS ANTI-MASONIC 
CONVENTION TO THE ClTIZI!:NS OF THE 

CO~:IMONWEALTH. 

F.EL!.OW CITIZENS, 

"We hold these truths to be self-evident, That all men 
are created equal ; that they are endowed hy their Crea­
tor with certain unalienable rights; that among these are 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness." On these 
fundamen tal principles of civil and religious right, the 
people of these United States not only cas t olr the yoke of 
foreign domination, but "the whole people covenants 
wi th each citizen, and each citizen with the whole peo­
ple, that all shall be governed by certain laws for the 
common good." \Ve consider it therefore, the duty of 
every citizen to watch for the public welfare; to sonud 
the alarm in \'iew of public danger; and to encourage 
laudable measures, which may be devised for the safety 
and interest of the whole: Although false alarms are 
never to be created, and existing maladies are to be 
cured by the best possible r<lmedies; yet, when public 
e1•ils do exist, free men should never suffer themselves 
to rest until those evils are eradicated. The common 
cause of our common country, demands the utmost vigi­
lance of an intelligent community. In order that this 
vigilance may be maintained, it is necessary that corres­
ponding exertions be used to scatter light upon every 
subject which has an important political hearing. Light 
being diffused upon such subjects, and the attention of 
the people being directed to those things which are either 
salutary or prejurli•;ial to the public good ; it argues 
either a want of moral principle, or a criminal degree of 
apathy, not to feel interested; and those who feel deeply 
interested, must act. But men of intelligence and in­
tegri ty, will act openly, lwne~tly, consistently, understand­
ingly, and perseveringly. They will not shrink from 
the scrutiny of their fellow citizens, nor seek to hide 
themselves from the public eye ; and while they adopt 
and pursue, with a steady, undeviating course, those 
measures, which they deem for the general interest, they 
will frankly and ingenuously give the reasons of their 
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conduct, that the. public may approve or condemn, as 
occas1on may reqmre. 

On this ground, we con~ide r it not only the 1·igltt, but 
the obligati(JII, of citizens of this Commonwealth, in con· 
cert with others of our si~ter Statc:s, to assemble for the 

. express purpose of investigating the nature, tendency, 
and political bearing of Freemasonry. · 

We are aware that this snhject is one of great interest, 
and, in its O\\'n nature, exceedingly delicate; inasmuch 
as it relates to the opinions and practice of many, who, 
for talent!>, learn ing and iutrgrity, are rauked among the 
first men in our country. We are, likell'ise, hy no means 
insensible, that a thorough in vP.st igation of th i3 ~u bject 
must bring us in unpleasant collisiun with men whom we 
l•ighly regard for their moral worth, and with many to 
whom we are bound by the strongest ties of social and 
relative fri endship. We would, therefi,re, have it dis­
tinctly under~tood, that we have neither c11llision nor 
controrcrsy with masons as me11, but only with men as 
masrms. 

While however, we are willing to concede to masons, 
as men, all that is just, honorable, virtuous and paisewor­
thy, on their part; we are not willing to admit, that all 
the talents, and all the learning, and all the moral worth, 
of our common country, are the perquisite of th\l masonic 
fraternity . We are not willing to admit that they "are 
the people," and that "wisdom will die with them." 
However highly we may respect masons as men; we can­
not concede, 1 hat aprons, sashes, jewels, mitre!!, secret 
rites and obligations, or princely ti tles, canjusl(IJ secure 
to them prerogatives of honor, profit and trust; or that 
they arc more deserving of public confidence, than any 
other cla~s of citizens. ' Ve cannot stand afar olf, and 
"exceedingly fear aud qnal(e," because of the " awful 
mystery.~' which, for a century past, has hung over this 
institution ; nor can the venerable locks of some of its 
members, its pretended claims to sanctity and " holiness 
to the Lord," nor even the sword of the '' tyler," awe us 
into silence; or hinder our drawing near to scrutinize 
the foundation, materials, and " cap-stone" of this mys­
tical building. 

T hese things premised, the delegates from several 
20 
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counties in this Commonwealth, convened for the purpose 
of investigating the principles of Speculative masonry, 
now beg leave to place before their constituents, and fel­
low citizeus in general, certain reasons, why they consid­
er the masonic institution as dangerous to our civil and 
religious liberties. 

The first reason which we would offer, relative to this 
subject, and which demands our serious consideration, is 
this : 

TliF. MASONIC FRAT ERNITY HAVE ERECTUD FOR THEM· 

SELVf.S A DISTINCT, AND I NDEPENDENT GOVERNMENT, 

wr·rmN TttE lUJW;DICTION OF THE UNJTEV S·rA'l'ES. 

It cannot be denied, that any community, arrogating 
to itself the right of punish ing offenders, not recognized 
by the laws of the land; and, especially, holding in its 
own power, the lives of its members; must, so far, be 
considered as claiming independence, and refusing, in 
these respects, to hold itself amenable to any higher au­
thority. But, that the masonic fraternity have done this, 
and still persist in their claim to independence, has been 
made to appear by the most satisfactory evidence. The 
testimony of their own members has abnndantly shown , 
that they have instituted a cocle of Jaws, uot subject to 
the supervision of any civil power; and this code is san­
guinary. The code of laws in this institution, consists 
in the several " oaths or obi igations" of its several de­
grees, to every one of which a penalty is annexed ; and 
that penalty is death.. Every Freemason, in C\'cry degree 
by which he may adl'ance, is made to swear, that he will 
forever conceal the secret rites and principles of the in­
stitution; his acting hifl'lself " under no less penalty," 
than to die a most horrid and barbarous death, if he 
should ever knowingly or wilfully violate any essential 
part of his obligation. In order to have a fair view of the 
barbarous and sanguinary nature of this code, it may not 
be improper to recapitulate the penalties of the first seven 
degrees. The Entered Apprentice • bind~ himself under 
no less penalty than to have his throat cnt across, his 
tongue torn out by the roots, and his body buried in the 
rough sands of the sea.' The penalty of the Fellow 
Craft, is, • to have his left breast torn open, and his heart 
and vitals taken from thence, to be thrown over his left 
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shoulder, and carried into the valley of J ehoshaphat.' 
T he Master l\Iasou swears under the penally of having 
his body severed in two, his bowels lmrnt to ashes, and 
t he ashes scattered to ' the four winds of heaven.' T he 
candidate for the fourth degree, 'binds himself under no 
less penalty, than to have his right e&r smote off, and his 
r ight hand chopped otf as the penalty of an imposter.' 
T he Past .Mas ter swears under the penalty or having his 
"tongue split from tip to root." The Most Excellent 
Maste r binds himself under the penalty of hal'ing his 
" breast torn open, and his he~trt and vitals taken from 
thence, and exposed to rot on the dung hill." The Royal 
Arch Mason imprecates the pP.nalty of having hi::~ "skull 
smote off, and his brains exposed to the scorching rays 
of the sun." 

Such, fellow citizens, are the sanguinary penalties, by 
which the masonic code is sanctioned, up to the seventh 
degree. T hose of the higher degrees, are of the same 
nature, except, that if possible, they increase in bar­
barism. 

N ow it is vain for masons any longer to deny, that 
these are the penalties by which the laws of the ir institu­
t ion a re enforced; because those obligations have al ready 
become the subject of judicial record, as developed, un­
der oath, in courts of justice. 

I t is equally vain for them to pretend, that these pen­
alties ha1•e received only a passive sign ification. The 
obligations speak for themselves. No person can read 
them, with an unprejudiced mind , without receiving the 
st rong, immediate and horr id impression, that they were 
intended to be put in execution. Some of us, likewise, 
knoto, from our own observation, that these obligations have 
been uniformly administered in lodges and chapters, and 
suffe red to stand, as literally expressed, without note or 
comment. T he candidate is made to bind himself "tm­
der no less penalty," than to suffer t hus and so, i f he 
" should prove wilfully gu.ill.y of violating any part of his 
obligation.'' But what is a penalt.y 7 Johnson says, it is 
a "puni.~llmcnt ;" "judicial infliction," "forfeiture upon 
non pe1jormance.'' It is a contradiction in te rms, then, 
to say, tha~ a penalty is mere ly pa~sive. T he delinquent 
also, in the terms expressed, is supposed to prove " wil-
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fully guilt:IJ" of violating some part of his obligation ; 
which coultl not be the case, if the secrets of masonry 
were extortt:d from hirn hy persecution. T he l'ery terms 
therefore, " wi!full.tf guilt.'!,'' as expressed in the oath, 
are a fair exposition of the penalty, and show at once, 
that it was iuteudcd to he put in executiou, in case of 
delinquency. T he candidate also, is 111acle to swear, that 
he " will obey all regular !'ign~, snrn mouses, or tokens, 
given, handed , sent, or thrown,' ' to him, from a brother, 
or companion of thf'l same degree, or from " the body of 
a lawfully constituted lndge" or "chapter of such." 
T his part of the oath too, is left without note or comment. 
T he candidate is to "obey all regular signs, summonses, 
or tokens," whether to be tried and condemned himself, 
or tc try and execute a broth\' T, who may have violated 
his mason ic engagements. T hi:; precisely accords with 
t he charge gi1·en to the Fellow Graft, as expre~sed in 
Webb's Monitor: "our )all's and regulations you are 
strenuously to ~upport; rmd be a.ltoays ready to assist in 
seeing tltrrn duly t:J:ewtal." 

But, if we had any douht respecting the design, nature 
and tendency of masonic laws; we have a fair arlfl direct 
expo~ition in the higher degrees. T he "Thrice I llus­
trious Knight" is sworn in the following words: "You 
further swear, that ~hould you know an, ther violate any 
essential part of this obligation, you will nse ynu r most 
decided endeavors, by the blessing of God, to bri11g sud& 
person to the strictest nnrl mo8t condig n punishment, 
agreeably to the rules and usages of our ancient frater­
nity." T he Elected K night of Nine swear~. that he 
" will rcve11ge the a~sassination of oHr worthy Master, H i­
ram A hilr, not only on the murdcr(;rs, but also on all, toho 
may betrfl_ll the secrets nf tltis drgrcr.." He also con sent i', 
in case of his ow n delinquency, " to be $truck 1oitl. tile 
drear!f11l p11niard of VP.11,!{ermcc. 'f he "Illu~trions Elec­
tor of Fi fteen" binds himself undor the penalty of having 
his " body opened perpendicularly and horizontally, and 
exposed to the air for eight hours, that the fli es may prey 
on the entrails;" and swears "tu he ready to inflict the 
same penalty on all who may disclose the secrets of this 
degree." T he Knight or the Ea;.t and West binds him­
self "under the penalty of not only bt:ing dishonored, but 
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to consider his life as the immediate forfeiture, and that 
to be taken from him with all the tortures and pains to 
be inflicted in manner as he had consented to in his pre­
ceding degrees." T he "Knight of the Eagle, and Sove­
reign Prince of Rose Croix De Heroden," is shown a 
symbolic representltion of Hell, and then addressed in 
the following language: "The horrors which you have 
just now seen, are but a faint representation of those you 
shall suffer, if you break through our laws, or infringe the 
obligation you have taken." To the" Knight of the Eagle 
or Sun," is explained the following emblem : " By the 
man you saw peeping, and who was discovered, seized, 
and conducted to death, is an emblem of those who came 
to be initiated into our secret mysteries through a motive 
of curiosity, and, if so indiscreet as to divulge our obli­
gations, we m·e bound to cause t!tci,· death, and take ven­
geance on tlte treason, by the destruction of the traitor." 
In accordance with this sentiment, the Knight of Kadosh 
swears "to take revenge on the traitors of masonry," and 
" to yield submission and obedience, on all oocasions, with­
out any restrictions, to the orders of the Illustrious 
Knights and Grand Commander." 

Now, if we can attach any meaning whatever to ma­
sonic language, or understand the genius of any humau 
governmflnt; we must have the irresistible conviction, 
that the masonic fraternity have intended to assume the 
power of life and death over their own members. If so, 
they must be considered as establishing an independent 
government, within the jurisdiction of the United States. 
If they are governed by the spirit and letter of their legaJ 
code, they must assume the right to punish with DEATH, 
independently of any other power, offences which are 
neither known nor recognized by the Jaw of the land. 
This sentiment corresponds with language used by the 
grand lodge, in the State of New York; and the same 
diction, with little variation, is used by the grand lodge 
of this Commonwealth. " Every grand lodge," says this 
first mentioned bo<ly, "has an inherent power and autho­
rity, to make local ordinances and new regulations, as 
well as to amend and explain the old, for their own par­
ticular benefit, and the good of masonry in general, pro­
vided always, that the ancient land-marks are preserved, 

20* 
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and that such regulations be duly prepared in writing for 
the consideration of the members. T his has never been 
disputed ; for the members of every g rand lodge are the 
true representat ives of the fraternity in commun'ication; 
and are an absolute and independent body, with legislative 
author ity-pro1•ided as aforesaid, that the g rand masonic 
constitution be never violated, nor any of the old land­
marks removed." 

" Here," in the language of one who has written on 
this subject, " without any reference to the government 
of the United S tates, or to any other government, every 
grand lodge claims to be an ' absolute and independent 
bocly, with legislative authority and inherent power' to 
make what laws they please for the ir own particular 
benefi t and lor the good of masonry, (not for the good of 
maukind,) in general." 

Masonic language and masonic legislation, then, as­
sume as high prerogatives, and as independent authority, 
as any goHmlmcnt on earth ; and will cope with the 
spirit and d ict.ion of the United Colonies, when they de­
clared themselves " free and in!lependent States." But, 
the good judgment of every intell igent citizen must teach 
him, that it can be neither for the intcrtst nor the safety 
of this r<.'public, to hal'e an independent and increasing 
power, springing up within our own territories ; making 
laws for itself; assuming the prerogative to punish with 
dcatlt, or othe rwise, offences of its own creating ; and 
holding itself amenable to no legislature or executive in 
the United States. It is on this very principle, that the 
Executive of the United States has refused to protect 
!orne of our Indian tribes. But if the Indians, in a small 
local territOI'!J, are not to be countenanced in "creating 
an independent government;" how can it be consistent 
to connive at the existence and growth of a power which 
has defied "tile world in ar~~ts ," in the very heart of our 
country, and whose members are scattered over the whole 
land 7 

Another evil of which we complain, relative to the ma­
sonic institut ion, is, its unlim£ted and um·estricted funds. 

Our legislatures, in fra ming the charte rs of corporate 
bodies, have wi:;ely provided, that the funds of such bodies 
shaU be devoted to specific objects, and shall never ex-



OPI~IONS ON FREEMASONR Y. 235 

c~ed a certain amount. T hey have done this, on the 
principle, thnt unlimited and unrestricted funds, in the 
hands of any class of people, arc always clangerous. 
W ealth is power. It is of vast importance therefCJ re, that 
fund s, in the hands of corporate I.Jodies, be limited and 
restricted uy c.i1·il law. O therwise they may, at the con­
trol of ambitious and unprincipled men, prove a most 
powerful eng ine u.ga inst the State, or be devoted to pur­
poses subvers ive of the public good. But, to what limita­
tion or restriction are the funds of the masonic ti·aternity 
subjected? o r what support do they lend to ci1 il go1·ern­
m ent 1 The members of t his society may accumulate lllln­
dreds of thousand~, in secret, subjected to no tax, and 
responsibLe to no cifil power. \Vho knows also, the real, 
:Secret objec t, for which tho~e funds are c reateJ 1 T hey 
.may be created for purposes of masonic c!tnrity ; and 
they may be created and managed to tlte subvc1·siM of 
every civil g-ovenuueut on earth. 

It is no less obvious to us, that the masonic institution 
pr.actises the foulest impositi(ln. It pl'llfc~ses, indeed, to 
be an ins titution of science , c!ta'l'ity , and moral 1rh·Lue. 
But, examining the first princ iples of the institmion, as 
they ha\•e been developed in hundreds of instances, we 
cannot .but be surprised and sbocl<ed , at the g ross fraud 
and extortion which it has practised upon ou r young men. 
It would I.Je easy to adduce examples iu demonstration of 
this truth; but as the secre t r ites of l•'reemasonry ha 1•e all 
been laid before the publi~, we would urge every citizen 
to examine fur himself. 

T he imm(lrality of Freemasonry, is another thing, to 
which we would invite the attention of the public. Every 
man of principle , intelligence and re flection, must admit 
that the stability of our gove rnment, and the security of 
-our r ights aud privileges, must, iu a great measure, de­
pend upon the prevalence of sound mm·ality. But, we 
.cannot think, that the secret rites and obligat ions of Free-
4Uasoory, a re, in any degree, calculated to enforce the 
.principles of moral vi rtue. On the contrary, we have the 
strongest conviction, that they tend to harden the heart, 
stupify the conscience , and to eradicate every degree of 
moral sensibility. 'I'he frequency and barbarous lan­
guage, with which oatlts are administered, in this institu-
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tion, and the inhuman penalties, with which they are 
sanctioned, must naturally lead moral beings to trifle with 
the oath of God, imposed by civil authority. T he inde­
cent and ridiculous ceremonies of init iation, intermingled 
with prayer and reading the scriptures, must tend directly 
to turn sacred things iuto contempt. The awful familiar­
ity with which the name, titles, attributes, and word, of 
t he Deity, are used, as "pass words;" the profane and 
farci cal representation of " the burning bush," the ark 
of God, the pot of manna, and the rod of Aaron ; we 
think can amount to nothing less than blasphemy. Iu 
short, all the ceremonies and appendages of the masonic 
institution, from the first to the forty-third degree, we 
consider directly c.alculated, and most ar tfully contrived, 
to lead on, step by ~tep, into blank Atlteism. We fear 
not to appeal to any unprejudiced minds who will examine 
these degrees, as they have been disclo,sed by Bernard 
and others; and to affirm, without the least apprehension 
of being contradicted , that the whole system is directly 
calculated to overturn every religion, and every civil gov­
ernment on earth. This object is fully disclosed by the 
"Knight Adept of the Eagle or Sun." After explaining 
masonic symbols, in the preceding degrees, as secretly, 
though r·eall.!J, levelled against the first principles of every 
existi ng rel igion and government., the "Grand Master, or 
Thrice Puissant," addresses the candidate in the following 
words: " Behold, my dear brother, what you must fight 
against and destroy, before you can come to the know­
ledge of the true good and sovereign happiness ! Behold 
t his mouste r which you must conquer-a serpent which 
we detest as an idol that is adored by the idiot and vulgar 
under the name of religion." 

In looking at the principles of Freemasonry, we are 
constrained to believe, that it subuerts t ile administrat ion 
of justice. This is the natural tendency of masonic 
oaths ; as will appear from the following extracts. To 
aid a brother, and keep his secrets, the master mason 
binds himself explicitly. " Furthermore, do I promise 
and swear, that I will not give the grand hailing sign of 
distress, except I am in real distress, or for the benefit of 
the craft, when at work; and should I ever see that sign 
given, or the word accompanying it, and the person who 
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gave it appearing to be in distresl!, I will fly to his relief 
at the risk of rny life, should there lJe a greater proba­
bilitv of savin" his life thau of losirw my own ." " Fur-J ~ ~ 

thcrmore, do I promise and swear, that a ma~ter mason's 
secrets, given to me iu cliarge as such, and I knowing 
them to he 5Uch, shall remain as secure and inviolnlJie ia 
my brca~t as in his own, when communicated to me, 
murder and treason excepted; and they lcfl to my own 
election." Now who wou!!l expect, that a master mn~on, 
feeling himsclflJound by his noasonic oath, would disclose 
"the truth, the whole truth, aud nothing but the truth," 
when called to te;;tify against a brother in a court of jus­
tice, especially wheu he saw from that brother "the 
grand hailing sign of di~tre~s 1" Dm, let us hear the 
Royal Arch mas:-,:1. "Furthermore, do I prorni><e and 
swear, that I will aid nnu assist a companion Royal Arch 
mason, when engaged in any difficulty; and c~pC>nse his 
cause so far :1$ tn extricate him from the same, if in my 
power, whether he he right or wrong. Furthermore, do 
I promise and swear, that a companion Royal Arch ma­
son's secret~, gi,'en me in charge as sueh, and l knowing 
them to be sue h, shall remain as secure and invirJiable in 
my breast a~ in his own , murder and treason not r'.ar'/ltcd;'' 
or, as it is ndn:!:t!s:crccl in some Chapters, "in all cases 
witltout eu:cplit.>n." We now ask any citizen, who is not 
a mason, if, enJ!ngd iu litigntiou with one of the fratcr· 
nity, he is williug his canse should be submitted to a 
jury, bound unclnr no l c~::: penalty, than to ha1'e ench his 
"skull smote off," that they will aid ~nd assist their" com­
panion, when engaged in an:IJ difficulty , and espouse his 
cause, so far as to extricate him from the ~ame, mltet!ter 
he be rig!tt o1· 1f'tcn.;; ?" If the jurors h!l \"C any regard to 
the masnnic oath, will thry not feel bound to render a 
verdict in fa vor of their brother or compan ion, whether 
jnst or unjust? T his is no more than a fair and literal 
expression of the Royal Arch obligation ; and we have 
the testimony of tnen, who have been familiar with ma­
sonic usage:< and whose integrity has Jon~ been establish­
in view of the public, that the cause of justice has been 
thwarted repeatedly through the influence of masonic 
oaths. 

Freemasmwy tend.~ to defeat the design of the civil law, 
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an~ to paralize tlte m·m of justice in the punishme11t of 
crtme. 

Freemasons are not only sworn to keep their brother's 
secrets, aud to defend and espouse his cause, whether 
right or wrong, but to warn him of approaching danger, 
and , if possible, e ffect his escape. The force of such ob­
ligations, regarded by the brotherhood, must afl<>rd a 
broad coveriug for the blackest crimes, and lay the foun­
dation fur mauy a 1•illai n to elude the ~troke of justice. 
In demonstration of this fact, we appeal to the ]\IonGAN 
conspim~y. The success and facility, with which many, 
engaged in that barbarous trausaction, have insulted and 
set at defiance the majesty of the civil law, aftord melan­
choly proof, that masonic obligations are but too well 
obserl'ed. I t affords an affecting illustration of those 
un hallowed words, to keep a companion's secrets, in all 
cases whatsoever, and to espouse his cause, and grant him 
aid " in any clijficulty so far as to extricate him from the 
snme, whether he be right or wrong." It cannot be de­
nied, nor ought to be concealed , that whole lodges, chap­
ters and encampments, and e1•en the Grand Lodge and 
Grand Chapter of one of the States, have been prompt to 
relieve the ir criminal l>rethren and companions in dis­
tress; and have not hesitated to bestow of their funds, to 
t hwart the exertions, and pnralize the effects of the civil 
power. E ven those Freemasons, who have been con­
victed of the foulest crimes against the laws of their 
country, have had their prisons turned to palaces, their 
hearts cheered with every desirable luxury, and are still 
owned l>y the fraternity, as trusty companions and worthy 
brothers. I t is indeed, mockery, and adding insult to 
injury, for any to pretend, in the fac.e of these "stubborn 
facts," that Freemasons do not mean to shield one another 
from the arm of the civil law. 

I t is an alarming consideration tlwt tiM public press has 
been so much under tlte control of masonic i11jluence. A 
free press may be considered the very bulwark of our 
civil and religious liberties. Who are ou•· sentinels and 
watchmen, but those who manage the public press 1 But 
our editors, with a few honorable exceptions, relative to 
this subject, have been, as it appears to us, unreasonably 
reserved. Bating a few, who have been continually 
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chanting the praises of Freemasonry, and pouring forth 
abuse and Billingsgate on all who dare oppose; and here 
and there a champion for the truth, who had the temerity, 
in opposition to masonic threats and masonic corruption, 
to sound the alarm, and tell aloud the tale of wo, which 
had yet scarce been whispered to the western :zephyr; 
almost the whole corps seemed to be mute with astonish­
ment. .Masonic bribery had almost effectually poisoned 
all our streams of public in format ion. No one could 
know the truth; no one could tell what to b·~lieve. Were 
it not for the anti-masonic presses, which have ~prong up, 
almost simultaneously, like here and there a star to" glit­
ter upon the mantle of night;" our policical horizoD 
would still ha"e been left in wol'se than Egyptian dark­
ness. But from the demonstration we have had of 
masonic control over the public press, a free people have 
reason to be jealous, and take the alarm. If the fountains 
of intelligence must either be stopped, or corrupted, by a 
powerful, secret combination, we may as well. barter away 
our birthright for a mess of pottage, or sell our liberties 
at auctiou, like the Roman empire, despoiled of its 
strength, opulence and glory. 

We cannot but learn, with serious apprehensions for 
our dearest rights, t!te m·tful and insidious measures, toitk 
tolticlt F,·eemnsous have been tlt~·usf. into offices of p()'loer 
and trust. In looking at these offices, in places where, 
perhaps, one eighth of the freeholders are masons, we shall 
find more than seven eighths of the offices in por;ses..<~ion 
of the brotherhood. Where, fellow citizens, will you 
find a public key, of any considerable importance, 1 hat is 
not in the hands of a mason 7 Where will you find an 
important public office, of any considerable lucrative en· 
couragement, that is not filled hy a mason 1 We are 
sure, that the disparity in official appointments, as dirided 
between Freemasons and other classes of our fellow citi­
zens, is so great, that it could not have been ·the result of 
accident. Whoever will examine this part of the subject, 
will find that facts speak for themselves, and that their 
testimony is irresistible. 

Now, although we would not deny to Freemasons, as 
men, in common with others, any right, prerogative or 
perquisite, of civil community, to w bich tal.ents and in-
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tegrity may justly entitle them; yet we are constrained 
to consider any secret or clande$tine measures, which 
they take to tltrutit their own members into office, as 
altogether a usurpation; and such an one as is directly 
c alculated to ;:ubvert the very first principles of our con­
federate repn!>lic. 

We do not feel ourseives at liberty to conclude this 
document, without urging our fellow citizens to reflec t 
upon the awiJI imprccatiuns of Freemasonry. T hese are 
so numerous, that we could not g ive a full vie w of their 
horrid and blasphemous import, without transcribing a 
very considerable part of every masonic "obligation." 
W e U,jlJ ::elect, ns au example only the following, from 
one of the Knig ht's degrees. I n receiving his libation 
from a. lmman skull, the candidate swears, " l\lay this 
libatiml appfar as a witness against me, both here and 
l1ercaf.ter,-wd as the sins of the \\'Orld were laid upon 
the head of the Sav iour, so may all the si ns committed by 
·the· person whose skull t his was, be heaped upon my 
ltead, in addition to my own, should I over knowingly 
-or wilft~ lly violate or tratH,grcss any obligation that I 
!tave heretof-He taken, take at this time , or s hall, at any 
f ll'ture period, take in re la:iou to any degree of masonry, 
-or order of knighthood." Vpon such imprecations as 
these, let every citizen make his own comment. 

' Ve also feel it om· duty, though with g reat reluctance, 
to ad~·ert to the malig 11af!t and pt:rst:cuf.illg spi1·it, incul­
.cated in some of the first principles o f Freemasonry, and 
whicb ha$ been too faithfully carried into dfect against 
.all those, who have had the teme rity to transgress he r 
.secret and mysterious laws. Take, ns an example, an 
-ext ract from an obligation ad ministered to the T hrice 11-
J ustrjous Knight of the R ed Cross. " You fur ther swear, 
t hat should you know another to violate any essential 
point of this obligat ion, you will use yonr most decided 
-endeavors, by the blessing of God, to bring such person 
to the strjctest and most condign punishment, agreeably 
to the rules and usages of our most ancient fraternity ; 
and this by pointing him out to the world as an unworthy 
vagabond; by oppo~ing his interest, by de ranging his 
business, by t ransferring his character after him wherever 
l1e may go, and exposing him to the contempt of the 
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whole fraternity and the world, but of our illustrious or­
der more especially, during his whole natural life." Here 
loo, let our fellow citizens judge, whether such a spiri t 
as this, enforced by a sanguinary law, becomes a " hand­
maid of religion," or of an institution professing to incul­
cate the first principles of "chnrity ," " universal philan­
thropy," and sound" morality." As it. respects ourselves, 
we are fully satisfied, that such obligations as the above 
will account for the scandal and reproach, which, without 
discrimination, bave been heaped upon nll those who ha,·e 
burst the bonds of the masonic institution, and borne tes­
timony against its secret principles of iniquity. 

T here are several other topics, relative to this subject, 
which we think deserve the serious consideration of our 
fellow citizens; but this protracted address must come to 
a close, and leave much unsaid, which we could wish to 
have discussed. W e cannot, however, sum up what we 
have already suggested, and what we might still desire to 
lay before the citizens of this Commonwealth, in more 
appropriate language, than that of the Le Roy Convention, 
in their anti-masonic declaration of independence. 

" T hat it (the masonic institution) is opposed to the 
genius and design of this government, the spirit and 
precepts of our holy religion, and the welfare of society 
generally, will appear from the following considerations : 

" I t exercises jurisdiction over the persons and lives of 
citizens of the republic. 

" It arrogates to itself the right of punishing it!'! mem­
bers for offences unknown to the laws of this or any other 
nation. 

" It requires the concealment of crime, and protects 
the guilty from punishment. 

" I t encourages the commission of crime, by affording 
to the guilty facilities of escape. 

" It affords opportunities for the corrupt and designing 
to form plans against government, and the lives and char· 
acters of individuals. 

" It assumes titles and dignities incompatible with a 
republican form of government, and enjoins an obedience 
to them derogatory to republican principles. 

" It destroys all principles of equality, by bestowing 
21 
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favors on its own members, to the exclusion of others 
equally meritorious and deserving. 

" It creates odious aristocracies, by its obligations to 
support the inte rests of its members, in preference to others 
of equal qualifications. 

" It blasphemes the name, and attempts a personifica· 
t ion of the great J ehovah. 

" It prostitutes the sacred scriptures to unholy pur· 
poses, to subserve its own secular and trilling concerns. 

"It weakens the sanctions of morality and relig ion, by 
the multipl ication of profane oaths, and an immornl fa· 
miliarity with religious forms and ceremonies. 

" It destroys a veuemtion for religion and religious 
ordinances, by the profane usc of religious forms. 

" It substi tutes the self·righteousness and ceremonies 
of masonry lor the vital relig ion and ordinances of the 
gospel. 

" It promotes habits of idleness and intemperance, by 
its members neglecting their business to attend its meet· 
ings and drink its libations. 

" IL accumulates funds at the expense of indigent per· 
sons, and to the distress of the ir farnilies, too often to be 
dissipated in rioting aud pleasure, and its senseless cere· 
mon ies and exhibit ions. 

" It contracts the sympathies of the human hea rt for 
all the unfortunate, by confiuing its charities to its own 
members; and promotes the iuterests of a few at the ex· 
pense of the many. 

" An institution thus fraught with so many and g reat 
evils, is dangerous to our government and the safety of 
our citizens, and is unfit to exist among a free people : 
W e, therefore, belie\·ing it a duty we owe to God, our 
country, and to po:;terity, resolve to expose its mystery, 
wickedness and tendency, to public view-and we exhort 
all citiZI'lns, who have a love of country and a veneration 
for its laws, a spirit of our holy religion, and a rega rd for 
the welfare of mankind, to aid us iu the cause which we 
have espoused." 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
MOSES THACHER, Per Order. 
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RESOLUTIONS 

A dopted by the Alassaclwsctts Al1li·t111WJ11ic Comention. 

R esolved, 'fhat all Societies should be open and ame­
nable to the public, and that the existence of any Asso­
ciation whose objects, principles and measures are secret 
and concealed, is hostile to the spirit of our free institu­
tions. 

Resoh•ed, That the disclosures of Freemasonry made 
by Wm. Morgan, by the Lc R oy Convention , and by El­
der Bernard and others, show the system to be selfi~h, 
revengeful and impious, and its oaths to be dangerous to 
our private r il!'hts and our public interests. · 

R esolved, 'fhat there is evidence before this Conven­
tion that R uyal Arch F reemasons, impelled by a sense 
of thei r masonic obligations, have robbed their country 
of the ser1•ices of a free citizen, that the institution re­
tains within its bosom the men who have done this vio­
lence, and that the grand lodge of N ew York has con­
tributed of its funds to pay the expenses of the same, 
and that chapter:> and subordinate lodges have also ap­
propriated liberally of their goods to support the perpetra­
tors of kidnapping and alleged murder·. 

R esolved, That tho system is one and indivisible, 
whether consisting of three degrees or fifty; that it is 
erected on the same foundation, constructed in the same 
form, inhabited by the same spirit, and governed by the 
same laws ; that the acts of exalted Freemasons, and of 
lodges and chapters in one State, are the responsible acts 
of the whole system in the United States, and that it is 
proper to make Freemasonry answer for the conduct of 
its constituted authori ties where1•er thP.y are situated. 

R esolved, That in view of the premises we respectfully 
request the grand fraternities of Freemasons in the State 
of Massachusetts, to disfellmcship the grand lodge, the 
grand chapter, and the grand encampment of the State of 
N ew York, which hold in their masonic embrace the per­
petrators of the violence upon W illiam Morgan, and 
either to deny the truth of the abo,•e named disclosures, 
or to renounce the system, and the oaths of F reemasonry, 
which have been palmed upon the honest F reemasons of 
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t he present generation as the favorite work of the wise 
king Solomon, and of their tutelar, St. John. 

R esolved, That the Anti-masonic State C6mmittee be 
directed to furnish each one of the grand officers of the 
grand lodge, and the grand chapter, and t he grand en· 
campment, and the grand council of the Freemasons in 
this State with a copy of these Resolutions, particularly 
urging this our earnest request, and that when this Con­
vention adjourns, it be to some day convenient to receive 
their answer, in the hope that the wisdom of their reply 
will relieve the public mind of any anxiety respecting the 
·institution of Speculative F reemasonry. 

R esolved, '!'hat in the opinion of this Convention the 
oaths imposed IJy Freemasonry are in a very high degree 
profane, and entirely destitute of any moral obligation, 
or legal binding force. 

R esolved, 'fhat tlw·e £s evidence of an intimate con­
nexion between the higher orders of Freemasonry and 
French Illuminism. 

. -
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ltenunciatfons o£ jfrecmatJonJJ. 

E xtract from t!te R enuncialiml of the R ev. David B er· 
nard, of W arsaw, Genesee Co. N. Y . 

IT is with much reluctance I appe~r before the public in defence 
of that which is dearer to me than life. Though I value my good 
name thus highly, 1 should not attcm1>t a rl!futation of the foul char­
ges which h<w e ~een with much pains circulateu a~inst me, and ap­
pear in the publlc journals in vindication of my character, were it 
not fot· the duty I O\Ve to my family nnd friends, and abo,•e all, to the 
Church of the living God, of which 1 have the honor (though un­
worthy) to be a member anti mini ~ter. And it is not be~ause J wa.' 
unable to make every thin!: appear "clear a~ the sun," as respects 
the course I have pursued in fQrevcr leaving and renouncing Free­
masonry, that I h1wc not done it before. But it i~ because my breth­
ren and fl'icnds ad•ised me to bolo! still, aud bccau$e I determined to 
show my enemies, that all their slander, and hellish macbina1ion~, 
could not O\'crthww me, tbou)!h I re mained silent: And thanks be 
to the name of my :Ma$ter, I have been cnahlcd to pursue such a 
course as has t•eccived the approbation and fellowship of the church­
e;;, the answer of a good conscience, and the approving smiles of my 
God. 

It mny not be amiss here to observe, that I have taken ten de· 
,:rees in Speculative Ft·eetna.-onry, and was the first R oyal ./lrch 
Mason. with the exception of Wm. Morgan, that ever denounced 
the institution as corrupt, lo my knowledge. This is one reason, no 
doubt, why the fraternity have heen so inveterate against me. 

N ow to th~ point, respectinl! my leaving the in.,.ltution. F ive 
weeks before tbe abduction of Morgan, I heard that he was writing 
111uoory. My informant was a Baptist mini>Jter of l•lgh standin,, 

21* 
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and a hl.~th mason. H e declared to me, that a greater piece of de· 
pravity he half never heard of; and furthe rmore, said repeatedly, 
that " he was willing to be one to put Morgan out of the way." He 
said that "God looked upon the institution with such complacency, 
he woul•l never !>ring the perpetrators to light," and attempted :11 
j-tutify the deed from the scriptures. H e also informed me, that 
there had been a m~eting of the masons at Batavia and Stafford. 
Tbe aoove expressions I highly disapproved of at the time, and told 
him that If Morgan had done wron~t, we should not. The above I 
feel willing to be qualified to, if called upon in any proper manner. 
F rom what I learned from the above gentleman, and others, r had 
no doubt some measures would be taken to stop the printing of ma­
eonry, but did not believe the masons would be so abominably wick­
ed and dal'inp, as to put Mor11,an to death. 

When I was at the east, 250 miles from Batavia, I h eard masons of 
blgb standing converse upon the subject of his abduction, which was 
1everal weeks hefore he was taken off. On my way home, I saw 
Elder John G. Stearns, and he presented me one of his books on 
masonry, just published. When I reached home I rea<! the work 
and could lind no fault in it. I showed tlre book to a mason, who 
immediately purchased it. I learned also, that Morgan W:IS taken 
off and probably put to death. I began conversing with the masons 
upon the snbject, and they almost univenally justified it. I then 
began not only to give the subject due reflection, and investigation; 
but to e~press my abhorrence and utter detcRtation of the foul and 
most awful deed. I began also to eonverse freely on the pr·lnciples 
of the institution with mason~. and others. About this time a special 
meeting of the loolge was called in Covington, which I attended, and 
after the meeting was duly opeued and the subject of the abduction 
brought up, I arose and decidedly disappr·obated it, and advised the 
lodge to do the same. But instead of attending to my ad vice, they 
began to question me about what I lmd said of masonry, and relative 
to my bringing Stearn's book into town; all of which to the wortlly 
body, appeared criminal. Durin~?: this meet ing, if I may judge, I 
saw what I call a manifest approbation of the !\forgan outrage. in 
most of tho mombers, and it was a full meeting. At this meeting 
there were a number of Reverend gentlemen, one of whom s~id, as 
n early as I can recollect : " Cities have their laws, Churches havo 
their Jaws, ma~on~ ho.vl\ their l~ws, and he.re is the proper place to 
try a mason. I f Morgan h3s had Iris throat cut from ear to ear, and 
his body buried in the rough sands of the sea, where the tide ebbs 
11nd flows once in 24 hours, he cannot complain of not having justice 
done him." Here be closed, anrl it was echoed with an Amen ! 
Amen! Amen! One of the members of the church in Covin11:ton, 
said about this time at a private !rouse, that the worst death inflicted 
on Morgan, would have been no more than just. 

The next regular meeting of the lodge I attended; being r·equeeted 
by the Master, at the above named special meeting, and here a scene 
passed which I shall never forj/;et. If ever a poor mortal was nbused, 
I was. Dr. Daniel White wns one of the foremost, in treating me 
shamefully. H ere I did not know what to do; I rather thought 
there would be warm work, I therefore kept perfectly cool, as I em 
abundantly prove, o.nd nothiog passed my lips but wb11t I om willing 
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ehould be repeated a thou.sand timee. I then and there declared 
some of my then principal objections to Freemasonry. They were 
not removed. I finally told them to .take their own course, such 
were my views, and if they chose they could Pxpel me. It has been 
11aid that l begged them not to do it, but this is false, and I can prove 
it. I told them I did not ask them to expel me, but they could take 
their own course. 1 finally left them, hoping and praying that they 
would forever disown me, as I did them. · 

When I left the Church in Covington, they gave me a good letter 
ofrecommendalion. I also received letters from the 2d LeRoy, Ist 
York, 1st 1\Iiddlebury, 2d Elba and Wanaw churches, all of which 
justified and approved the cou1·se I have taken ; and I hope I may 
ever conduct so as to merit their confidence and that of the public. 
I have ever been ready, and nm still, to meet my accusers or any 
body else, before the churches with which I nm connected. I preach 
to the first church in Middlebury and the church in Warsaw. I 
hold my standing in the second church in Le Rny, where I united 
last winter. My reason for uniting with that church is, it was the 
first in the country that came out from Freemasonry, and as I could 
n ot conscientiously walk with tl1ose who practised it, I became one 
of them. I wi~h 10 injure no man. 1 u·ust I am a friend to all men. 
But I am a decided enemy to Freemasonry; and it is because, from a 
thorough investigation of its principles before and since I ldt it, I 
fully believe tha.t it is not only the most abominable but also the most 
dan~erous institu~on t~la~ e\'er w_as imposed Ul?on m~o; it i~ anti·re· 
publican nnd auu·chnstmn. It IS somewhat 1mposmg, owmg to its 
borrowed garments, but this renders it more dangerous, for like the 
wily serpent, it lures but to destroy. l\Jon never invented, hell 
never devised, wicked men nnd dc\•ils never palmed UJIOn the public­
a more .foolish, corr11pt, awful, soul clestroying and Hetrom daring 
institutio11, than Speculative l•'reemaso11ry ! lt may tn.dy be saw 
to be liELL 0S MASTER PJECE. 

H aving tho1·oughly investigated its ceremonies, its oaths, and its 
principles, as it1 the light of etcmity, 1 feel fully warrnnted in makin~t 
t hese statements. The condition on which tbe oaths are taken, nnll 
their evil tendency, being opposecl to the glory of God and tbe best 
interests of man, render tbem ft~r from being binding. 

I solemnly renounce all fealty to masonry, and do most earnestly 
beseech my brelhrcn in Christ Jes us, of every name, to come out 
and bear unequivocal testimony against it. T hink, 0 think, dear 
Christians, that hundreds and thousands of precious and immortal 
souls will be lost forever, unless they return and repent, but that the 
name of the precious J esus is rejected, yOllr Saviour, your precious 
and adorable Saviour taken nwny-the cause of your bleeding Re, 
deemer injured- the hands of tbe wicked strengthened, and the AI· 
mighty God dishonored! And 0 , let me entreat you in the mercy 
and bowels of Jesus Christ, to reflect that you ha•·c to answer for 
the blood of those who shall find also, when it shhll be fore ver too 
late, that masonry Is not a Saviour! And while I entreat you, let me 
warn the wicked. 0 wicked man, thou shalt surely die-your house 
is built on the sand-the winds, rains, and floods of J ehovah's wrath 
will soon beat upon your naked soul in one eternal storm ! Tbougb 
you may expect to mount up as the eagle on your boaated god, you 
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will find that the Almighty will dash you to piccM like a potter's ves. 
eel. Be warned then, be wi1e and flee from masonry-flee from the 
wrath to come-flee to the gu~hing side of Jcsu!, whose blood you 
are ever trampling under your fee t. He can save you, fo1· he Is mer­
ciful-he c~n save you, for he is Almighty. F arewell, dear Pinner; 
if you choose, you can still slantler me, ~till calumniate my character. 
Necoller.t when I pt·ay to my Lm·d I always t·emember you; though 
you h~1e me, I love you; though you blast my reputation, though 
you kill my body, you cannot kill my soul. This is secure from all 
your machinations, anti will in the hloo•l of Chri:;t triumph forever. 

F arewell, dclar ~i nnel'il: But we shall meet again, when the last 
trump shall sound we shall meet. At the retribution of the great 
day, we sh.111 meet and hear our final doom, we shall receive our 
evcrla>ting reward-masonry the n, and its adheren t~ will eternally 
pel'ish, while Christ and hi~ people will reign forever. 

DAVID BERNARD. 

R enunciation of R c11. Josl1ua B radley , P 1-incipal of 
R ock Spring Seminary, l lli11ois. 

In a loucr to a friend in New· York. 

I was brought into el:i~tcn~e anti educated in a region where rna· 
som·y wa~ cherishctl and t·especiCtl, and where 1 ncvl.'r heat·•l any 
cnp:ent arguments offered ap:ain;;t it; J therefore was euly inclined to 
think it an inst itution worlhy of my attention. After I left ~ollc~rc in 
17!19, I became acquainted wilh many masons, who were nrroiable, 
benevolent, influcntit~ l in society ami govcl'l1ment; also, some tninis­
ters whom I highly csteemP.J, were members and zealou,Jy enp~:cd 
in recommendin;?; its morality, virtues and ntility to man~in.t. All J 
read, hearll, or saw of the pt'Oll:t·ess of thi~ tlcnomilmlion, hatl a ten­
dency to itocline me to join them. In l SJ.l, 1 vi;:ited Newpn<l, R I ., 
whl're J was first scu:ctl in the mini~try. 1\n opportuni:y was tb~n 
presented to accomplish my wi; hes anti gt·Mi~y my cutio>i<y. Them 
I to~k all the de,l!:rco8 that I ever considered impol'tant to my~elf and 
others. Some tums in the obligations and the tiile• of their o!licerF, 
I never liked, hut 1hese wcro :<o C:'tplained hy tlio•o who pt'C5ided, 
that I finally 1ussod onward, as ail ltad done who h<td gone this- way 
before me, without much diAicuity. 

I then considered, and have ever since, tl.at the Knighthood ba9 
no affinity to masont·y. I never had n thought that masonry was re­
ll~:lon ; f11r God in his infinite mercy had brought me by his Holy 
Spirit to believe in Christ, at the al!:e of about 17 yeat'!>. That puro 
religion which I then expcl'ieuced, has been replete with e\'P.ry thing 
that I or a wodd needs inti me or etemity. But masonry i~ a human, 
and cunningly formed ~ystem of deception. ' " it not rightly naroe<l, 
"Speculative Freemasonry?" Millions havo.bcen drawn within ita 
veil, and led away captive by its lhlso pretensions and exhibitions of 
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morality, charity and brotherly love. And many may still rejoice for 
a season in their delusions, despise reproof, and perish without 
remedv. 

\Vhiie I lived in New England, I saw nothing very alarming in the 
t:ransaclions of IIIUSOIIS; uut in 1817 I settled In Albany, N . Y., 
where I formed an exten>ive acquaintance with the fl'1ltem ity from 
all pat·ts of that S tate, and hegan to take an acti ve part in their lod~es 
and chapters, tilllllay , 1526. Dming this period ltried in alllauaa­
ble ways to c nli;htNt and tnm the attention of thou>ands, to found 
academies nud educa te in all tlte useful arts, the children of poor 
masons and their orphans-to expel unworthy tnembet·s, to lay out 
tueir large an(! acc\llll ulating fund~ for the benefit of those to whom 
they 11·ere obl iga t~tl, und to save themselves from fraud and every 
species of deception. [ was well aware from documents obt:~lned, 
and from oral idiH·mntion, thn! the craft wet·e in imminent danger of 
overwhelming themselves in a sea of difticultie&, which would rise 
and s weep throu:!"h that State, if not over the U nion- bcm·ing ou its 
waves the iniq~titi es of mauy of the order that might be seen nod 
known by cvcty int!ivido.ml of di scemrrocn!. I was no prophe t , 
n either the son of a t>rop!tct, noo· did I need a mcssen::tcr from the 
skies to infOI'm me or the fut.ut•e de;;tiny or the fraternity in New­
York, Ot' ;Uly other part of the globe, w hen I knew from his!ot·y and 
the revelation ft'llm heaven, tl1at the de$truction of every society 
slumberC(I uot , which wculd foster within i~s cmhr'lces, members, 
w ho wo u!u ~t>cnd their fund~ in riotous courses and every scene of 
abomination. Many have uone this in evet·y country where masonry 
has been pe rmitted to erect her edifice, and entice to her dark re­
cesses all whom she may devour. Should any conside r me advanc­
ing upon ~;round doubtful, nnd altogether beyond the regions of pos­
sibility, I wou!<i only a~k masons to open their archives anol read for 
themselves. v;hat occasioned the existence of tho Lod11:c of Recon­
ciliation in En:;l~nd ! Was it not to bring into unio-n the terl'lble 
parties of ann.-;ons who arrayed themselves against each other, and 
were trarnpling upon every particle or rea.~on, and setting at naught 
every thin~ wonhy of om exi~ tence? Who robbe1l No. 31 of their 
j ewels, implemen t:l, charter and e•·et·y book? Their Depu ty Grand 
M aster. What did thM lo~~te write to their Grand MaRter, who i:> 
the king of Great Br·itain? How did he trea t tha t lodt-:c ? English 
masons know, and some of U3 in this country have reacl the le llel'3 
that were written upon those ba5e transactions. But I will put a few 
que~tions that can easily be answered by masons in the Stnte of New­
York.- Whnt treasu rer of T . Chapter in Albany, sq•aandet·ed $ 1450 
away in a manner too injurious to himself to be described by me? 
H ow many hundred.s diol the same individual receive from country 
brethren, for charters, which he did not return, nor t·efund their 
money? What tt·casurcr of the Grnnd Chapter put all his property 
out of his h ands, anol kept bock $5000, which he had received while 
in office? Who were the repreocntatives of about thit·ty l od~es in 
and about the city of New· York, who tried all po>sible arts of decep­
tion upon the representative~ from the country io Tammany H nll, tiU 
midnight, ond then seized all the funds, clothi n~, papers and imple­
ments, and retired to St. J ohn's Hall, and there elected officers, contra­
ry to the la\vs of the Grand Lodge and all usages among masons, or any 
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class of mankind under the inftuenceofrcnson 1 About $20,000 were 
held by them, and about three hundred country lodges treated con­
temptuou~ly. Who received ft·om June, 1824, to June, 1825, more 
than 1)900 tor charters, and kept the whole from the 1reasurer? These 
fraudulent t ransactions were practised upon the fmtel'nity from 1818 
to 1&25, ami none of the viol a tor~ of their solemn ohlig:ttions eould 
we get CX IlCII cd : And a~ to 11 tl1icting any othet• penalty upon them, 
nevet· ente red my lllitul, or wa~ cvct· hinted hy nnv one with whom I 
associatcJ ; neither do I halicve tlHit nny jl;OOti man coul1l be so 
blinded r•~ to consider the fm tcmity po~;essin~ power to destroy n 
member who hatl viohote•l t!lcio· law~. \Yhen a certain m>stcr rn~;on 
a few yea r.• since. 1111hli<hcd ull the lecture' in n very ~in;;nlar way, 
that w M ~U 11posed by him and ; otnc others intt>os~i!.lc to he read 
without hi• k<'y; but !in:~lly tlte wh .. le w;~s fouml ont hy some who 
wei'C uot mo~on; ; wh;•t wa,J t h ~ pnunlty infli~tccl upon him in 1326? 
Nothin;.: latt c xpul.; ion !i·o '" tlo\l (;"'"" Chaple t· ot' Nu·.,·-York. 

I eatmot. ntlmit that Wa•l tiu;.:ton, Frintklin, Do \\'itt Clinton, 
and nanny o1hc1· vil'h.JOII~ and ll isceru1rl;! ~tatesuH.m in America, and 
more thnn two hun•l•·e•l learned and piou~ ministCt'J of the !!•HilCI, 
e veo· hclic•·ccl that the ohlh:ntio11• ituJ>Me<l on thc111 at their initbtion 
and ad,•nn•·emcnt in the ot·<lt·r, eith(•t ma•lc th~m ~ruilty of blasJ>hcmy 
or laid thCIIt under any nt•(·e••ity nf t·cmoving any ' 'iolatcr (rom hill 
family , country. or inllic ri ng any corpo re~! punishment upon him. 
Thet·cfot·c , I have not t·cccivctluoy convictiort from the exposition~ 
that onti-mo~ons have ~ivcrt upon the oaths or· nbligations taken uy 
masons. l\1 y conviction COJIItnenccd from my pt·eparntions to answer 
some t·eccut anti-masouin wnte•·~. Ever since the excitement be­
gan. I felt a stronJ!: incliuntion to defend the ~ptem. 

'l'hc itllle~ct·iuable wickctlness of $Ome ma~ons in the Mor~n 
effait·, hot! waked ur a host of new, lcarneol and •crutinizin$: enemies, 
who were pcnett·ating every re~ion t~t·ound them, an1\ seizing every 
we" pon to destroy the whole fal.>l'ic. J n survey ing the ,·as t field of 
the i1· occupancy. I foun1l only two po~itionq of Mrenf!:lh and im­
po•·tancc, viz. 1st, that ~ecret ~ocieties ought not to exist; :2d; that 
obli!{ations taken by their rnemt,ct'S are not binding. Could the~e 
two he fail'ly remo,•eol. every other miJP:ht, and masont·y again rise 
and gain a 1t·ium1•h. In 1827 I was ~olicited to deliver an addre~s in 
St. Louis on the 2-I th June; I arce1Hed, and then bl'iefly exhibitetl 
my sentiments on masonry, to :t large conl( re~a tio n, in which were a 
numhcr of the o t·der ft·om ttiffet·ent pat'ls of the Union, of re5pee table 
standing nnd holding ufficcs of l!;reat t·cspon•ihility in ou1· national 
government. This discouJ·~c was appro"cd and published. Some of 
my remarks again~t auti-ma~onic performances and exertions, pu t 
forth again~t this mystic society, 1 now tlete"t. F'ot· some months I 
stood prepared to meet their nd,·anee upon the fraternity, s11rcadin~ 
over the va~t valley of tht> 1\tis~i~~ippi . 1 nlmost came to a determi­
nation to ~end some of my views to be publi>hetl in your region ; but 
my ilist~nce ft·om the se~t of opposition, ;mel tny knowiP.d~tc of men 
In the ordet· of ~~: •·cater ability nncl ec·ndition th~n myself, who re~icl ed 
in the midst of the contc~t, prevented me. I fondly hoped tha t 
~W~ntc would enter the field and come off triumphant. N one have 
yet appeared sufficiently clothed in truth, to overthrow the two posi­
UoiiS above rne11tioned, and I am now fully persuoded that they at'O 
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founded in ri .. hteou,ness and cannot be dell\lllished. That l ively 
confidence, wf•ich once appe:ll'ed to glow among 1nasoll!l, now with· 
ers and must finally vanish away. 

T he commotions in the east have awakened me to con~ider anlr• 
iously what J must do as nn indi vi<lual. l h~ve tried to (H!r~uade 
myself to hold a neno·al po~i tion fo r some month~ pa>t , on account 
of the afflicting hanl\ of Providence upon my wife, 1hat 11111_.t snou 
lodge he•· in the grave, if not renoovcd, and my l"'~sent re•i<l~nce in 
a city where masonry is re~pcc :cd nnd moves onward without any 
annoyance. N eutr;olity, in this day of Jli'Cvaleot olivi~io11•, is un­
pleasant and unrca~om1ble, in •ny t>>timntion. Thercf,,rc, I nm 
willin~ i t should be known with whoru 1 can as~ociulc, for the 
happines~ of mankind, and the glory of God-" Jlfcrgna est uritns, 
et preealebit." 

Should my fl'i cnds in your vicinity deem thl~ comrnunic~ lion llf any 
importance to the public, foo· I he l"·omo1ion of nnli-ma~om·~·, i1 is at 
{heir SCl'\'ice. My next will he ~n addrc.•~ lo professor$ of rcli:;ion 
who nre still in the fr~lernity, and o1 hcr~ "hom I m;ly have ~ricvcd 
with my fonner publication~ on ma;oury, and my :tc<>l :md labors 
among them. 

JOSHUA BRADLEY. 
M ay 9, 1829. 

R emmciaiioJn ·of R ev. JJ/ r. JJ[ann, of Su.ffiel<l, Con. 

''TH£ following renunciation will h~ rc~rl with inter~st and pleasure 
tbo·ou~:hout tho c<>nntry. The author cf it i> e~ teusively lmown ill 
Connecticut, Rhocle l slanol, i\·l:n~odou•<?.tts , nnd New Haoup;hlre. 
No man 's chnr11ctco· stnnc.ls fain"· than his doe~, as a man, a ~cntle• 
man, a Christian, and a Cho·i•tian ministeo·.-.1. JJ. Inl.ellil!t.ll~er. 

Mn. EorTon,-The ~uhjcct of Fre<:masonry, afT~ctin~:·· :-.s it does· 
the reputation of inolividuals, the welfare (Jf the churches, "'nd the 
peace of the communi1y, i5 n s••hject of great Importance. E,·ery 
movement iu reg:u·d to ir, wheihc·•· on the pnrt of its fri~n :l~ or of its 
enemies, should he 11oacle with due consideration. ln olcl'i<ling on 
the uoeri ts nf an inMiruri on which has a noixture of gootl awl evil in 
its eompo:Jtion, and again:-t which popular opinion loas arroycd itself, 
~d that too, with uncnn11uon erocr)!,y, we are liahle to mi~judge. 
R ealizing rhc truth or thi~. I have endeavored loo· ~ome time past to 
examine seriou~Jy nnol e~nditlly the nature and tc nt!cncy of Freoma­
eonry. T he 1-e~ult of this llXamlnntion, I now communicate under a 
sense of the duty I owe to my friends, to n•y country, nod to the 
church of t he Redeeme•·· 

I became a member of thi~ institution in my native town, and was 
raised to the ueg•·ee of Mastm· mason within a year after completing 
my course of education at College; and some time previous to my 
8eltlement io the ministry I was advanced to the degree of Mark 
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Master mason. Snbs~quently to this, in compliance with the wishes 
of pal'ticular friends, l proceeded to tbe Royal Arch dep-ee. .My 
attendance on the meetin:rs of the Fraternity have been discon tinued 
for the few last yenl'~, and always have been li mited p•·incipally to 
public or special occa>ion, . The •·c:J.Son of thi~ has been that I havo 
not been fully sati~li~<l with the institution, and have feared that all 
was not right conccming it. 

It is not my rle.•i::n in this communication to roil nglinst nn insti· 
tution with which I have long be en connected. nol' to di,·ulge its 
secrets, nor to cl'iminate any of its members. l\Iany of them I es­
teem and love as good dtizens, and p:ood Christi ans. Nor am I sen­
sible that by doinj: this. I am actuatctl by any sclli~h motives. I am 
awao•e that loy taking this step, I ~hall wounrl the fi>elings of some, 
and, perhaps, excite the ill will ~nd severe repl'oaches of others. 
The latter I shall endeavor to forgilre, and by the foo·mcr I shall hope 
to be fo rgiv~n. 
Havin~ examinee! with some <IPI!;ree of attention the nature of 

Freemasonry, and having- con$ill<~red the extraorclinary occmTcnces 
which ha"e recently m;wked its history and fumi• hu<t to the wol'ltl a 
fearful comment on it ;; princir•les ; I can no longer, with a cleao· con­
science, retain nny connc xion with the institut ion, and do hcrchy 
declare my secession fo·oon it. The reasons whieh i nfiuen~e me to 
this step, are the same which have been announced by othe rs who 
have taken the same com·se. I have long feared that Frecmasono·y 
had a strong tendency to Dei~m. Even in the pre,cl'ihed fo o·ms of 
prayer, we r11rely find any recognition of the Saviour. It is not an 
answer to tbi~ objection to say, that this institution exi>ted before 
the manifestation of Chri~t in human nature. It is as vain :o chal­
lenge for masonry n ~;•·eat antiquity, a~ it is impious to claim for it an 
equality in point of excellence, with Cbrisli~nity it~elf. It docs uot 
admit of a douht that its ol'il!:in is to be placed in modern times. AI· 
though portions ol the !!:OSpel nrc interwoven with its forms, I con­
ceive that m:tsonry pre,.~nts fal~c go·ounrls of hop0 ; leads men to de· 
pend on their own clcfl!c live righteousness ;-to t>xpect the favor of 
God without the interpo,.ition of a Redeemer, and C\'4?11 witho:.ot repent· 
ance; anrl thns ha ~ n most injul'iou; influence on tht>io· etornal inter­
esh. Under tho ruost litvot·ahle <'irc•om~tances, which, in nny Jllace, 
h ave attended masonry, it has occasioned a greut waste of time and 
money, \Vhich ntlght nnd ou::ht to have been e mployed for be tter 
purposes. And furthermore, it interferes materially with domestic 
relil(ious duties. 

Without declaring the institution a downright imposition in all its 
parts, I confess, thnt I w.,~ ~rcnoly dis"ppointctl nt every step of ad· 
vanct-ment !hrouc:h its clego·eeR, as to the benel'ol to be dcl'ivcd from 
it. I doubt not; · that many u man hrts felt asloamcd an1\ conscience­
smitten when he ha~ appeared to be satisfied with a thin~ of such 
inani tr. The moral po·ecepts which are to be founcl amon" its in­
atructlon~, may bA much better lenrned from the go~pel itself. As to 
the union which it i~ ~aiel to form among men, it may be observed, 
that the religion of Je~us effects the most important and la~ting union 
among good men which can be formed on eao·th; Rnd, as to bad men, 
to bind them together by solemn oaths in secret societie$ to stand 
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by, and defend, and promote each other, must be regurded as a dan­
gerous p•·occ<lure, both in relation to church and state. 

The recent disclosUI-e of facts made to the leA"islatu re of New 
Yot·k, and in numcrou~ other ways, ha$ sho iVn clenrly that, in re­
gard to our political interests, the institution of masonry is to be 
greatly dreaded. I t is a powerful engine, which may be wielded 
wilb trememlou~ and destructive force against the liberties of our 
bclo\•ed country. 

But, Sir, pe•·mlt me to add an objection, which, a little while ago, 
I could notlmve supposed would ever exist ugainst an institution 
which prof~sse~ to be founded in pure morality and hene••olence. It 
is stained with the blood of the innocent. It had perpetrated mm­
der in the most outrageous and horrid manner. It has trampled thus 
on the law.~ of God and man. It has ~et at defi3nce all authority, 
and even every principle of humanity. The evidence i3 overwhelm­
i ng, that the.<e shocking barbarities, at which the inquisition itself 
might blush, hnve been comnoiucd by masons; and they have been 
justified by ma;:ons, as bcin~ in acco•·dance with the obligations of 
the Institution; and the wretched 1wrpetrators hnvc been screened 
from justice and protecteol by masons! Sit·, 1 c;m no longer regat·d 
such an institu tion as n mr>rnl one, much le$5 as a rcligiou~ one. Jf 
this is a practical exposition of its laws, it ought not to be tol erated 
by any friend of our specie~. 

I feel, that I cannot free my garment' from the blood of the mur­
de red, if I countenance or uphold an iMtl tution which has commit­
ted such deeds. D oes not the blood of the martyr of Batavia cry 
to heaven for t he vcn~eance of H im who loath saiol , Vengeance 
is mine, I will repay l Do not the cries of the wido1v and the or­
phan ascend to the ear of Him who styles himself, the J udge of the 
fatherless and the widow ? Against whom is this r.ry uttered ? Not 
merely against those whose hands have laid hold on violence; but, 
against those, al~o, who continue to sustain a society which is guilty 
of such atrocities. 

It does not satisfy my conscience to say as many of my brethren 
do, that we disapproved of the violent measures which have been 
pursueci. The quP-slion I have to a~k is this ;-wm·e the proceed­
ings against !\'forgan in accordance with masonry or not? If they 
were, how con any of the fraternity be free from the impiicatilln of 
murder, in a moral sense, who continue to uphold and favor such an 
institution? Under such circumstances, is not the maintenance of 
masonry a vil·tuol justi fica tion of the whole procedure? 

If the members of Congress were to make Jaws, encouraging pira­
cy and murder, would not they, and all who should approve of such 
enactments, and maintain them, be implicated in all the crimes which 
shonld be committed in consequence of them? 

Will it be said at this late day, that perhaps Morgan is not dead? 
Then Jet him he p•·oduced. l .et us see him ;-let us embrace hlrn; 
Jet us give him back to the bosom of his broken-hearted wife and 
his mourning children. L et us restore him to our country, and thua 
wipe away the foul stigma which has been brought upon it by the 
outrage committed against Its Jaws, and the setting at defiance of ill 
justice. 

Does it not become professing Christians and ministers of the 
22 
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meek and benevolent Redeemer to consider \vhetht'r they can con­
si;tently retain their connexh' n with the institution/ With all the 
li~ht which is now poured upon thi$ subject, docs it not admit of the 
clea rest proof, that its obligations anti practiCC$ are irreconcilable 
with the go~pe l ! Arc we not taught such precepts as these ;­
AI·oid the very appcanmce of evil. Thou Fhnlt do no murder. Be 
ye not <'ailed M aster, for one l$ your master in hea1•cn. T hou shalt 
not take the name of the Lore! thy God in vain. The wisdono which 
is fro m above is fir~t pure. then p~a.ceable, gentle anti easy to be en­
treated. full of mercy nnd good fmits, without partiality and without 
hypocrisy. By the deeds of the law shall no flesh be justified. By 
grace ar·e ye saved, tlrrm.Jghfaith, and th;H not of yourselves, it 1., 
the gift of God. No man can corne unto the l~ather but by Jesus 
Christ.-Let masonry be thoroughly t ril'd by the word of God, and 
by it:> actual cfii::cts on mornl~ and reli~rion; orod, then, let the deci~­
ion on its mer·itd be given in ' ' iew of the tmnsactions of that day, 
when God shall bring e,·ery seuet thiY•g into judgment whether it 
be gootl or· whether it be e¥ il. 

Svfjicld, Oct. 9, 1829. 
JOEL MANN. 

• 
R emmciation of J olm R . Mulford. 

In mnking the following statement of my views and disclosures on 
the subjrct of Sr>r.culative FrH masonry, I am not conscious of bein~ 
governed by any motives except a desire to discbar~e my duty as a 
membeo· of <:ivil ~ociety, and of the church of Jc~u• Christ, und also 
to promote the cau>e of truth and ju~ticc in our soda I relations; but 
abO\'e all, the c~use of a pure und undefiled rcli~ion, as it i~ taught in 
the Jiving oracles (\f God, without the corrupt oroixtuo·es of humaa 
invention. 

I j oiuctl Whippany lodge, in this county, about thirteen years ago, 
~nd took the first three ol cgrees of masonry, and continued to visit 
the lot!~te ahonl five years-then I silcmly withdrew, und have since 
had no fellowship with ma~omy . 

. My r·ea~ons for thus forsaking the lotlge, and why I feel it my duty 
pnhlicly, and forever to renounce the order of Freemasonry, ure as 
follow~, \'iZ: 

That the principles of m~sonry inculcate neither religion, morality, 
truth, nor justice, but the contr'l\ry of all these, wloil'h I have both 
experienced and wirnes5ed. Wltile I corotinued a lod~e-~toing mem­
ber, a non•on told me he did not belicl'e there w~s any beuer religion 
than mn~on1·y. This alarmed me; om\ I began to look At the ln$lilu­
ti.>n wi1h a noore jealous eye. Since that thne , 1 have &een and felt 
i L• p~rni cious influence in many ways, some of which 1 will mention. 

I lwvt seen a grand jmy scleclett by a masonic .~heriff, with an 
e:.tpres$ view to prevt 'll t an indictmmt against a brolloer mason, 
and was told hy the for·cman of that j ury, that had it not been the 
case of'a brother that was coming before them, he 1bould not have 
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been there. I have ~l~o ~een a mason brought up to be tried on an 
indictment, ~ncl obsct·ved him make the masonic sigMI of <lisll·es~. 
and another sign to the jut·y, which latter sign of the hand drawn 
across the throat, two of the jurors answered ; and these same jure>rs 
when out, refu<etl to com·ict on 11 clear ca; e of guilt. I have also 
seen masonic signs cxchanl;CII between the bar nud bench. I have 
also seen its influence in the choice of pu!J!ie officer$, having heard 
it mentioned in the lodge that such a brc.thcr was to be run for 
a~sembly man, ()y which l uudcrstood that we (the brethren) wer• 
to support him, and he wa~ nm nnd elected. 1 h:\\'e Fe en thre• 
editions of Morgan's lllustmtinus (I( !II<t3oury; and to guanl the public 
against dece1Hion iu so importa!lt a mallet·, I feel it my duty to ~tate 
that the lir:;t one is a true and gcnuille exposition of masonry us I 
was t au:z;ht it in the lod~e ; wherc•s, the two l3st ha,·e he en altered ; 
t)le one in tnnny particulars, arul the othct· in pa~s words and in 
changing the sigM, no doul.lt tn cl ccch·o the pc_ople. For thc$e 
reasons, and many more thnt I could naouc, I constder masonry as a 
corrupt and awlully wicked system, nn<l unfit for the $OCiety of 
Christians or hone~ ! men; nnd con •iclc l'in~ the preten~ions it makes 
of republic.onism, r harity , the handmaid of reli;;;ion, f'-C· I vie w it 
as one of the greatest impositions ever pra<·ti;ed Uj>on ntanltind, that 
of Mahomet not excepted. I am pedectly satis !iP.d ft ·om wh~t I 
have seen, that had th<! masons the reins of t•ower in their hands, or 
in the hand.; of men whom they cou!:l , ai they $ay, "MANAGE," we 
should soon be reduced to n state of " he wers of wooti and <!rower$ 
of water," they our "Gt·;md Master.', Mo.t Worshipful'~," &.c. and 
we the people their SLAVES. I wonld here forcwam all persons, 
especially the youth, from entering 1he lotl;:e to lind the sect·ets of 
nmsonry, ot· any thing ~ood ; they will only lind a scene of folly and 
wickedness, and purchase this at the expense oi both money and 
credit. 

Of this l~tter cla~s . I have known individuals to enlet· the lodge 
with correct morals and steady h~hits ; and in a few ycat·s become 
dissipated and worthicss members of society. Such is its corrupt 
and currupting influence. 

If such pcr>o ns wish to know the true secrets of masonry, and will 
tako the trouble to call on me, I '''ill communica te to them as fat· as [ 
havo gone lu tltis" mystet·y of iniquity," "without money anti with­
ou t plice ." 

As a member, therefore, of the <'hurch of Christ, and of civil soci­
ety, I do hereby publicly," solemnly, and ~i ncet·ely," renounce Free­
masonry forever, aud <'an , and will !Jo>ltl my~elf no longer bound oy 
i ts horrible and blootly oaths. 

JOHN H. :MULFORD. 
Gcnun.l_ftnum, Chatham ;rownship, 1 

J)hrru Co. N. J. July o>l, 1828. 5 

• 
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R enunciation of B enjamin W. W eeden. 

From tho VermonL Luminary. 

Ma. Ent-roa,-Permit me, through. th e medium of your useful 
paper, to state to the world , that I hereby renounce all connexion 
with the in~titution of Speculalive Freema•onry. BeJie,·ing it to be 
an institution fraught with wickedness, and dangerous to the liberty 
of our COUll II')'. 

I would further s tate, thot the book called Mor!(an's Illustrations 
of hla~onry, and the disclosure3 of the Le Hoy Convention, as far as 
the seventh degt·ee of masonry, a re as near correct as any masoo 
could write them. BeNJAMIN W. WEEOf; N, 

Hartland, Vt. March 18, 1829. 
Once a Royal .Jlrch .ilfasun. 

R munciation of R ev. Levi Chase, of F all R ive1·, Mass. 

I have belonged to the institution of Frecmasont·y since the year 
18 15. Haviu~~: been at firs t infatuated with its formal pat'llde of 
sanctity and alluring show, I proceeded from step to ~tep until 1 had 
taken the three first degrees , undet· the false impt·es,;lon that it• pre­
posterous claim to divine origin W QS well founded. llut the conduct 
in the lodge to wh ich 1 belonged, convinced me that itY ~eremonies 
were bnt 3olenon mockery and contenoptible trilling-which induced 
me to desert the cau~e, and for seven years I did not attend n lodge. 
I was then infot·mcd by mem~crs of the fraternity, that thet·e was not 
that light in the lower degrees which wa~ natun1lly expected ; but in 
the higher degrees my expectations would bo fully rc;~lizctl. Placing 
entire confidence in their persuasive words, I then unitcol with Free­
masons in Warren, R. I. where I took th~ dcp:ree of .ilfo,.k .11-faster, 
together with the honorary dego·ees o f Past .At/aster and .JJ.fost Excel-
1M I Mastu,-and I do now say and affirm, that the secrets and 
onths of th e first three degt·ces, as pu~li5hecl by Capt. William Mor­
g~n,_in his "lllusll·ations of Masonry," arc true,-:and I l~elieve that 
hts hfe ba9 been taken by masons fot· thus developong then· secrets ; 
and as this outrnge upon humanity as well ns law, flowed neces!arily 
from the oblig<Hions and principles of tile institution, every genuine 
mason must nppt·ove of it nntl u~e hi~ influence to screen tho perpe· 
trators from offended justice. I have likewise eKamined the tlegTees 
of Mat·k M aster, Past Master, an,\ Mr.st E xcellent lllastcr, as pub­
lished to the world by a Convention of seceding rnaRons held at L e 
Roy, Gene,ee county, N.Y. and tind them to be correct-the same 
as were conferred on me. 1 now offer tbe fol101ving reasons for 
seceding ft·om masons : 

1st. 1 con~idel' the institution of Ft·eemasonry, by claiming to be 
divinely instituted, places itself in direct hostility to tl:e Church of 
Chris t, inasmuch as the name of the Lord and Saviour Je>us Christ 
is not named in the first six degrees ;-and the apostle Paul says, 
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" that at tha name of Jesus every knee should bow, of L\ings in 
heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; and that 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to tho 
glory of God the F ather." 

2d. That the institution of Freemasonry, in requi•·ing members at 
their admission to the several degrees to take an oath, requires them 
to swear prolanely ; and all who take these oath~ a•·c guilty of pro­
fane swearing, inasmuch as the madon ic. fmternity have no right 
whatever to administer an oath, according to the Ia ws of Cod or 
man, to a candidate at his admission to the different degrees of ma­
&onry. 

The queslion has been askl'd by mason•, who wish to asper.e the 
characters of those who hnve renounced masonry, " Why did not 
they renounce it before ?" For one, I will give them the roason 
w hy I did not. The masonic oaths locked my tongue in silence­
death, in all its horrid shapes and frightful forms, stared me in the 
facc-1 considered the oath~ bindiug. But the scene has changed­
a new era l1as commenced-the masonic spell is broken-the mystic 
tie is dis~olved, and many who have long groaned unde1· the pressure 
of masonic oaths nnd anathemas, have emerg~d from their prison. 
Yes, dear Christian brethren, the f•tal blow that took the life of 
Capt. William l!.lorgan, has rent the masonic veil f•·o•o top to bottom, 
and now, I believe that God, in Hi; pro\•idence, io opening the way 
for an entire separation between His chu1·ch and the masonic insti­
tution. 

I have not wrillen the above on account of any ill will against the 
masonic fratern ity, but from pure motives, with a desire it might b11 
to the declarative glory of God and the good of mankind. 

I.EVI CHASE. 
Fall River, Jan.. 23, 1829. 

L etter addressed to tltt! Editor of tl!e Free Prc.~s, Bos­
ton, by Jolm W hittlesey, of Neu;-Salem, Cotm. 

Ma. EoTTOR,-Sir, 1l1e philanthropic spilit which impels you (or­
ward, in the sac1·ed cause in which you are enp;a~tcd, canics its O\Vn 
re ward with it, viz. that of an approvin~ conscience. The astonish­
ing spread of li~ht, (emanating from Goo, through the medium of thll 
free presses of our country,) among the inhabitant• of !\Iassachusctt~ 
and the adjoining States, &I HI the effect prorluced the•·eby, sounds an 
alnrm among the brother~ of the c•·nft not to l:lc ruisundc•·~tood; anf! 
although they, in their n:ritation, may cry out with 11s much vehe­
mence as the men of Ephe~us did at the preachin!t of Pau l, whl'n 
they thonl!ht their craft in dan~cr, au<l 1-ai•c as great an outcry against 
eve•·y editor of a free pres•, and hone>l8eceding ma•ons, as was done 
against the good apo~tle, be >~Mu•·ed that the sart•e power thnt rescue•! 
him is now exerted for their deliverance, and the downfall of thia 

2'l* 
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modem goddess Diana, whom all the craft worship. Yes, Mr. Edi· 
tor , the hand of God is visible in all this, and ere long the mighty 
e ilificc, professedly erected by GOD himself, and pau·onized by the 
holy St. J ohn, will CI'Umble to the dust, and in the language of the 
R evelutor, " The voice "f harpera, and musicians, and of pipts, 
and trumptt~. shalt be heard no more at all in thee, and no crafis­
m an of whal$oever craft he be, shall be fov.ruJ any r1.cre itl thu, 
and the li~ht uf a candle shall shine no more at all in. thu,for 1;y 
thy SORCER II!:S were all tlati<l1!4 deceived,"-for in thee i3 found 
the BLOOD of MOHGAN-nnd although its vota1·ies mny cast dust 
on theio· beads in theio· phrenzy, and weep and wail, and cry, alas! 
a1U3! at the downfall of theio· po·etenoled ancient and honoroble institu· 
lion, lt will appear in all its naked de formity; di~llltUltled of its tin· 
s£lled to-appings ; and instead of " Holincu to tilt J...Qrd" being 
written on tho brenst plate, MYSTERY, BABYLON, will be visi­
ble; and ( would, in the lan;!:uage of in~piration, call upon all good 
ruen, and especially all ministe rs of the gosr>el, and say, "come out 
of her my ptople that ye be no t partakeo·s of her plagues." Such men 
can hav11 no excuse for atllo c l'ing to the " order" ut the present 
time; it is too httc to pretend th~t all the sec•·ets and cere1nouies of 
ruasono·y are uot hefo re the wodtl, as disclosed by William Morgan , 
o.nd th e I.e Roy Convention. No good man can consisten tly deny, 
but that they are esseuti,tlly coro·ect, aod if so, the oath makes lite the 
forfeit for the least tran>gression, when nothing is more cleao· than 
that no man has a right thus to bartc1· away the life gi ven to him of 
GOD ; we are to preserve our own lives, and those of others. T he 
candid.tte before receivin~ his oath is assured, that it shill! not in­
liiuge on his civil or religious libeo·ty: bnt how manifest it i3 that such 
o.n oath docs infringe on both; hence it i$ not bimling, nor will It 
answer for Christian~. and C~<pecially for Chri~tian mini:;ters, barely 
to on•it attending the looll(c•, while they 1·enmin silent on this inter· 
esting subjeet, aml lend their naone~ to the fraternity >IS mc1nbers in 
regular standing, without a rcnuncia1ion; this is the \•cry ground 
which masons nnd Satan woul<l have th~m take, ancl while they pre­
tend to be neuto11l, they ~ecretly support the masonic ""'u~e. llut, if 
the institution be goocl, why rc:fii$C to talk about it, or to a ttend the 
lodges I If wi cked , why not re nounce it! Are they afraid ofsulfet·· 
ing and of having the di~1•lcasure of the fraternity le t loose upon 
them ?-of havin~ the ir character traduced, th ei r btMintss de· 
ranged, S;;c. \\'ell, he that will seek to save his life, may be su re 
to loso it, agreeable to scripture-all who will live godly in Christ 
J esus 111ay ' expect to suffer persecution-and, I think, Mr. EdiiOr, 
t he time is not far distant, when this mil(hty evil, this foe to God and 
mar., will be removed from the choli'Ch , and she will come up from 
the wilde rness llluning on bco· beloved ; ao:<.l a virtuous people will 
drive this •~ouhl-be ty'r:~nt from this soil of liberty- lll ay youo· ('/forts, 
my dc!lll' ~ir, lill· the f!OOd of lna ~> kiutl , bt: l.;le$t; anti yom· truly 
\'Ditu1blo pap<!r long conoinuo with an ex1en~ive patmna!;C, when 
tho;e oppo;;cd to liberly shall be lo;;t iu forgetfulness. 

I remain, dcao· si o·, 
Y O! II'S very respectfully. 

JOHN WHIITLESEY. 
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Renunciation of Gen. Henry Sewall,* communi~ated in a 
utter to a Clergyman of his acquaintance in New­
Hampsltire. 

AUGUSTA, ME. JAN. 7, 1830. 
REv. AND DEAR Sm,-In compliance with your reasonable re­

. quest, by letter of the lith ult. 1 trunsmit you a sketch of my tormer 
career in masom-y, with my " present views of its mo•-al and religious 
ch:u·acter, and lel{itimate hearing on C:vil and religious insti tutions," 
together with my abdication of the o-rde-r. l ts disposal is confided to 
the exercise of your discretion. 

Yours iu the bonds of Christian affection, H. S. 

I was initiated ao entered apprentice to the masonic rites in Oc· 
tober, 1777, at Al bany, soon afte 1· the capture of Burgovne, being 
then ao officer in the American army. I was induced to this measure 
by tloe belief thnt I should lill'e better in caoe I should be made a 
pri;,oner, and by the advice and recommendation of a number of ma­
sonic comrades in ann>, who assured me that it was a valuable an<f 
scientific institution. That part of the a1·my to which I belollged 
being speedily o•·dered to join Gen. Washin:non io the neighborhood 
of Philadelphia, I of cou•·se passed the wiliter at Valley Forge, and 
the following s•Jmmc•· with the main army then concentrated in tbe 
State of New Yo rk, and which in the succeeding autumn hovered 
round West Point for win tt'r quarters in the Highlands, awaiting the 
movements of the enemy until the opening of the campaign in 1779. 
During all this pe1·iod the t1u ctuating state of the army afforded me no 
leisure or facilities for making any advance> in masonry. In August, 
1779, after ca·rrying the hml neal'ly two yeari', I was passed to tbe 
de~ee of fellow c1·ajt at West Point in a lodge which I understood 
then existed in the Connecticut line of the army. In September fol­
lowing I was raised in the same lodge to the su.blime degree, as it is 
pompously called, of master mason. None of the mystic ceremonies 
unveiled in the previous deg•·ees afforded me much satisfaction, t but 

*The ;:entlem~ n to whom he communical~d his r~nunciation 'YI'ites as 
follows:-" Gen. H. Sewall was an early companion of W~shington, ami con­
tinued with tile army unlil the war was elose<l. He has been mu~h in public 
life, aucl is known extensivelv. He is a man of superior t~lents, a consislent 
Christian and deacon ;n the' chur<·b. And he is uow ready to lea,·e the be­
loved coonlry for which he fou .. ht, and as we trust, to enter into lhe joy of 
his Lord. fl is views of specu~ntive masonry have not been formed under 
the excitement of the moment ; hut appear to have been prodored l>y the 
Spirit of God, when operat ing powerfully upon his mind, to ha"'' been 
strengthened by long obscn·ation, and coufirmed fly reccut disclosures. 
Suc·b a man's views ought to have weight; and they will have weight, 
where pr~judice does not triumph over reawn. 'fhe tE>Stimony of snell a 
man must be conclusive; and 1hose, that will not believe il, would not be 
pel'$oaued though one rose from the de,,d. 

t It is worth notice, that Although the first degree is profe;,sedly/:01mdtcl. 
on fa~ls giPa ued from lhe building of Solomon's .em pie; the S<'!:<nl de~ree 
dPri ,·~~ i1s JX1S$·Word from a fact which <><.·<·urrPd u• the days of the Juages 
(<h. xu. 6.] more than 100 years ~.>~>fore . P~rhaps ch·c Craft may aucmpt 
tu reconcile this anachronism by telling us lhat J epbthah was a m<ISOrt. 
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those pertaining to this sublime degree, nncl particularly the stale, in· 
consistent tradition of the mu1·der of ll1aster Hirum Abiff and its 
attendant peculiarities, were too fabulous to obtain my c1·edencc. I n­
deed the personation of Hiram in the circurustances of his burial, and 
the fictitious ,;e~rch for his grave and for the mu1·dcrers, actually had 
the appeamnce of solemn farce. And on the next day after my 
~ublime tlwal-ion, I told my br~thrr.n that I had been disappointed. 
I did not 6nd that scientific intelligence which they had encouraged 
me to anticipate. They were somewhat alarmed at my rcmadts, and 
endeavo1·et.1 to quiet me by assurances that I should be more recon­
ciled hy rtltcnrling the meetings ant.l lectmes of the loJge. By theil· 
persuasions, ad1uonitions and promises, they quieted me so far that I 
accepted an ap(Jointlnent of Secretary in the Washington Tt·avelling 
Lodge, which was con; tituted in the army about this ti me, and con­
tinued 111y connexion with it until the peace took place in 1783. The 
frequent mee tings of the lodge which I attended rlu1·ing thi:; period, 
were merely convivlul, sen•ing no othe•· tJUrpo;e than to ruiti;;ate in 
'orne dcp;ree the priva tions, atul beguile the cares nod fati.,_ues of the 
~oldier's life. I hacl seen among the hicro~tlyphics of th" lodge, the 
t1gure of the 47th prot,lem in Euclicl, but l neve1· hea1·d it refomed 
to; no1· dit.l 1 hca •· it taught in any Jes~on or lectu•·e, that " the sum 
of the squares of the legs oftlcis trian::lc was equnl to the square uf' 
the hypotemt.<e ;" or indeed the solution of any other problem 
whatever. The thin! dcf(ree of masonry was at that time considered 
its ne plus ultra. or the highet• dCJl;recs I have no knowledge ell:· 
cept from the late printed di~closures, the authenticity of which I 
have no reason co doubt. Amonp; them e very di!gt•ee, like the clark 
"chombtn ofimaf!ent'' revealed to Ezekiel, contains" greater antf 
greater abominations h! 

On t·etiring fr()m the army I settled on the Kennebec, which was 
then a new country, nnd of course I was out of che sphere of mason­
ry, and f11r a time thouJ!hl liule more of 1he subjec.l. It •vas not long 
however, before n1y mind was powerfully tlrn •vn to the subject o'f 
religion; and by a studious anri prayerful examination of the " more 
aure WOI'd of IHX>phccy," thnt ti'Ue "light which shines in a c!a1·k 
place," I trust I was led by the influence of this perfect rule of faith 
aod practice, durin~ the year 178-1, to ,•iew speculative masonry in a 
shape still more deformed. I now considered it widely \'al'iallt from 
the principles an<l r~clically ho~lile to tho nature of the gospel. I ts 
charity appcai'Cd to be selfislmess, because restricled to its owrL 
members. Its religion Deism, because entirely devoid of the gospel. 
Its bolrl a~sumption of the holy Rible, unnatural nud prepo• te1·ous. 
lis applicat ion of selected texts, in·everent ancl prolilne. Its terms of 
acceptance with God, a duo performance of masonic duties. I ts 
heaven, a celestial grand lod~~:u of worthy mason~! Its history ap­
peared fa!iulou~-its claims to untiquit.v uusustainable- its titles ful­
some-its rites barbarous nud ah>urd-its oaths extra-judicial, 
unlall'fully imposer] and blindly token-repugnant to the prio r ~ntl 
paramount obligations resting on nil mcntbers of the ch•il CllllliJact, 
but esp.!cially as ~ubjects of the dh·ioe go•·ernmcut; and the penal 
s~nctions annexed, horrid and impious ! These my ~()ber view$ of 
masonry have been strengthened by an extended cour~e of observa­
tion, o1atured by hoary age, and satisfactorily illustrated by the rc-
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markable developements of the day. From the time last mentioned, 
a period of nearly half a century, I have ~crupulously avoided all con­
nexion nnd withheld all fellowship with that in$titution, and have 
actually wilhdmwn from all lodge meetinj!~. though frequently and 
p•·es$ingly invited to attend. Ami in accordance with my avowed 
belief, as above expressed, I now pnhlicly an<l deliberately declare 
myself ji"ee from all mas.mic obli,eati,ms, which I verily believe 
never had o•· could have any bindin~ fu ·rce. I consider all secret 
sodttits in a free government, of dangerous tendency, their very 
stl·ucture endowing them with a capacity for doing more evil than 
~rood. But the vail which covered th~ mystic rites of masonry is 
lifted. The gmnd secrets are out; and all the brotherhood, if united, 
would find it a difficult task to put them in again. Speculative ma­
sonry must be<·ome extinct; and I care not how soon. It has never 
been of any r eal benefit to civil society. It secures nothing to be­
nevolent ot~ects, or any other good purpose, which Chri5tian ohli· 
gations do not secure from higher motives. Religion needs no! for 
its support, "the staff of this bruised reed," which will only pterce 
its hand. 

HENRY SEW ALL • 

• 
Renunciation of Col. Jolm Hoar. 

CoLONEL HoAR, author of tho following renunciation, is wei] 
known to be a gentleman of good report, arid he stands fair before 
the public. He long ago expressed to some of his friends the trouble 
nne! trial> Freemasonry had brought upon his mind. Uniting with 
Freemasons he con>ide•·s one of the greatc8t errors of his life. The 
institution he con~iders a high·haoded piece of wickedness and 
abomination before H eaven, affording no peace, safety or l'ecurity to 
those who labor to support it. He has nn desire to hurt the feelings 
of any of his masonic b•·ethren ; he would rathea· honor ano! respect 
them, but the institution which they labor to support he believes to 
be a useless, worthless, wicked thing, (it is so to them,) a device of 
wicked men, inconsistent with the Christian religion, and of imm01·al 
and irreligious tendency .-}'ree Press. 

TO THE PUBLIC. 

The time is come when a strict inquiry into the principles and 
practices of Freemasonry is iustituted, nnd many of the brotherhood 
who heretofore thoul(ht but little of either, a•·e beginninl? to exarn ine 
the subject in the light of Divioc Truth, and the more tney examine 
the more are they dissatisfied with the inslitution. 

This in a good measure is the case with myself; and l feel a sa­
cred obligation restin~ upon me as accountable to that Being, who 
sways the sceptre of Un!ver~al Dominion, and whose omniscient eye 
penetrates the abodes ol darkness, and takes cognizance of tbe most 
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hidden transactions, to renounce my standing in the masonicfrater­
ui(y. My eyes have heen opened to see the labyrinth of folly and 
guilt into which the institution is decoying m~n. My better judg­
ment has been shocked, and nay feelings ~reatly excited while hear­
in~!: men of abilitic~. men on whom nature had la\'i~hed her riche~t 
gifts, express a belief that 111asom·y would carry them to HEAVEN. 

To assist in rivct10g still close.r the chains of a most awful delusion, 
by encouraging and ~upporting the institution, oa· to remain !ilent as 
the grave on the ~ubj~ct, will, f am pen;uad.:tl, ca: l down the di,;pleas­
uo·e of H eaven upon me ; the blood of souls will be rcquirl'd at my 
baud. Therefore I consider it an imperi ous duty to withdraw im­
mediately and cutia·ely fi'Om the institution, and to exhort all my 
Christian brethren who belong to the frat emily, to examine the sub­
ject candidly and pt·ayerfully, and if they find they arc wronging 
their fellow men by encow·aging them in dclu; ion, and their c>wn 
souls by feedin~ on lut5ks; if they fi nd they ua·e wounding the lecl­
ings of their Cln·istlan brethren by their wallt and conver~ation, fo 
come ont from masonry, without delay, and be separate. What con­
cord hath Chl'i~t with Belial? What communion h3th light with 
darkness, and what part ha th he that beli eveth , ,.; ith an infide l ? 

To masons at large l would say, if you clraw fo·om the fountain of 
masonry yout· l!:•·cates t hope and con~olatio n , it will certainly fioil 
you at the giving up of the ghost. Theo·eforc flee to the ark of 
safety and ta.ke refuge in the blood of the cvel'lll!lting covenant. 

JOHN HO,\R, 
~lfembcr of lite Churcl1 in Jlfonson • 

• 
Extract from tlte R enunciation of Col. II. C. M'it!,~rill, 

of lfartjo1·d. 

Masons say in defence of their institution, that it is a goocl one, 
but like all other! , it lw~ been dis~ra<,cd by ha\1 mcmbP.rs, and that 
if all would live 11p to their obli~?ililins it would be au honoo·able 
and useful in• titution. JJnt n.oll1illg Call be 111or·e er·raneous than 
this asser:ion. Cmmnunity has bem savt<l from the worst of 
et>i[.,, FROM TH& V S I<l{ FA CT, that lllnBOIIR clo ttu/ at a!J, times lil)e 
up to their obligatious ; if they should, the iu~!ilu/ion tcould be 
tiTILL MORE DANG I:R OUS 1/um it ac/ua/1.1/ i~-a \'Olume . could DOt 
contain all the C\'ils which it would produce ;- our pri.;ons would 
be liable at all times to lte beset by mohs, an<.l the guilty felon wouhl 
be set at libet·ty-pl'i~onet'll at the bar wnuld luwe a right to look to 
Jut"Ors for relicf- ph·•ates on the high seas would claim their life and 
liberty; and the ouidnight robber and rnut·tlcrcr would fly to rna· 
'onry as to to the horns of an altar for protection. 

---
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Rmunciation of Lieutenant Governor Leland. 

From the Anti-Masonic Christian Herald. 

The Rev. Aaron Leland , late Lt. Governor of Vermont, and for· 
merly Deputy Grand Ma>ter of the Grand Lodj!.e of that State, 
recently renounced masonry before the Baptist Bolland Purchase 
Association, New York. 

In a report of the committee on the subject, of which he was 2 

me:nber, he remarked, that he bad been le(l by a vain curiosity to 
unite with the lodge, and had been led on from ~t~p to step to the 
Royal Al'ch delo(ree-l•ad been master of a lodge for five yea rs-bad 
been Deputy Grand Master of the Gran<! Lodge of the State of 
Vermont, and had left the Institution about nine or ten year~ ago. 
He stated that the first objection which prd·ented itself to his mind, 
was the practice of praying fur the .<OtLl of a brotf.er mMon of/CI' 
he had been deod two, three, and sometimes fvu~ d(l.ys- that he 
persisted in the practiee for a short sca~on to the injury of hi; con­
science-that it was a Romish custom. and he neve r would preach 
at the burial of a mason when masonic forms and cu8toms were at­
tentled to-that he never would preach to a Ionge of masoM as such, 
and that be was ashamed that be had ever pa1·ticipated in the princi­
ples and practices of the institution. 

Important Renundations. 

Wp; the undersigned, having formerly associated with Freemason~, 
deem it our duty, without intending to inc rea~c exci tement, or to 
wound tl•e fteling$ of our masonic brethren, puh:icly to clecla1·e, that 
the system ol Freemasonry is, in our judgment, of a tend<'.nry on 
the wholll pernicious to the moral h<lbits , and dangerous to th~· civil 
and religious institutions of our country. 

LEONARD 'BT.EECf{ER, New Yorl,. 
LEWIS TAPPAN, " 
REV. MATTHEW L. R. PERRINE. D. D . 

.Oubum Tlieol.ogical Seminary. 
Ra:v. JOEL PARKER, Rochester,N, Y . 
REv. CHAUNCEY EODY, Penn Yann, X. Y. 
HENRY BRADLEY, EsQ. " 
LEANDER REODY, " 
SAMUEL BUCKINGHAM, '' 
THOMAS MAHnu:, Arcadia, X. Y. 
WILLIA\1 WINDFIELD, " 
FRANCIS BATES, " 
R£v. JARED REID, Reo.ding, ..l[a$6. 
REv. LYMAN CASE, CoMntry, Vt. 
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R enunciation of R ev. H enry G. L ttdloUJ, P astor of 
Spri11g st1·eet Presbyterian Churclt, New York. 

To the Editor oft be Anti·maaonic Beacon. 

M R. EDJTOR,- You may add my name to those of Mr. Bleecker, 
and others, which appeared in your p~per of the 2-ttb January. My 
rea.wns for subscribing this formula, are-

1. A full conviction of its truth. 
2. As we ought to love our neighbors as ourselve~, we ought not 

to be silent, when by speaking we may prevent theh· injury. I can 
hardly think that any candid and intelligent mastea· mason can seri­
ously assert that masomy should be kept up. For my own part I 
have ever been disgusted with its nonsensical ceremonies, and 
ashamed of my~elf for su~rnitting ~o th.em. Besides this, it is throw· 
log away mooe.y-aod lime, wluch IS more valuable than money. 
As speaking may prevent such a sacl'ifice, I think it my duty to 
speak. 

3. I do not wish my name used to promote the interests of an in­
stitution, the character of which 1 think justly described in the for­
mula. I have not entered a lodge these eight years to my kno'IT· 
ledge. 

Yours, &c. 
H . G. LUDLOW. 

January 31, 1529. 

Renunciatim~ of E rastus Bates. 

From the Fne Preu. 

1\fa. E DITOR,-Understanding you ere rendy to publish any thing 
yon may jud~;e proper to eltpose and destroy the great and dangerous 
evil of Speculative Freemasonry, 1 beg you would help me to un­
burden my conscience, whit-h has for a long time ~o:1ded me on the 
8Ubject, and d~st royed rny comfort and peace of mind. I am unac­
customed to wl'ite for the public eye ; but I hope to tell my story in 
a way that you can understand me. 

I am a professed, and, I hope, a real follower of rhe Lord Jesus 
Ch1·ist. I have a good and regular standing in his church, and ~o 
far u I know, am liindly regarded by my Christian brethren. But in 
an evil and tmgu~rdecl hour, and through a t~ain ruriowity , ~'ld the 
flattering persuaaions of mu3ona, who HIGHLY EXTOL!. E D T1iE 
Il"'~TITUTION', mtd heW up to my toitw the prospect of GREAT 
.ADVANTAGES to be derived from it, l was induced to offer myself 
as a candidate for admission to the Olive Branch loolge in Sutton, 
where, about four years a~o, I was initiated as an entered apprenrice, 
pasaed to the degree of a fellow craft, and soon after raised to what 
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is foolisllly called ' the sublime degree of a master mason.' Upon 
my first entering a lodge-room I was sorely disappointed : instead of 
finding something worthy the dignity of a ralional and immortal 
being, I found myself degraded and debased in the exu"ernc, and re­
duced to a condition, which it seems no person would choose to be 
in. I was &tripped of my Cllm1mm apparel, blindfolded, ~n:l with a 
rope, masonically called a cable-tow, about my neck, wa~ led about 
the room, as a blind animal, to be gazed and laughed at hy all ru·esent. 
This I was told was what all the ancient and honorable bel(11·e me 
bad submitted to, and was necessary to ente1· the sublime temple of 
masonry, erected by Solomon, and oledicated to the holy order of 
St. John. Thought I to myself, if Solomon and John had any thing 
to do with such business, their character for wisdom and goodness 
must greatly w.f!er! But what was the most impious and abomina­
ble part of the whole transaction, I consented to take an oath or 
obligation, with the holy name of God annexed, and that before I 
knew any thing what it contained ; which, in its plain, common­
sense meaning, deprived me of my freedom and made me the slave 
of the wholefrattmity, and bound nw: to eommit any crime, hotve11er 
heinoUII, if only commanded by a brother or superior. I was, in­
deed, previously told by the most worshi pful master that the oath 
would contain no thing which should interfere with my religion or 
politics. But in this I was most ~rossly deceived; for no sooner 
had I time for reflection than I perceived that it intet-feretl with both, 
and hound me under the most horrid penalty of havin~ my throat 
ev.t from ear to ear and my to·ngue torn out b.IJ the roots, to violate 
all my obligations to my God and my country, if it were the will of 
a brother or a lodge I should do so, and e1•en to conceal the crimes of a 
brother mason, whatever they might be. I mny not exactly remem­
ber all tl1e part~ and points of the obligation imposed upon me, but I 
do distinctly remember that I wns sworn to the most profound 
secrecy respecting masonry-that I would conform to all the by-laws 
of the lodge without kuo1ving what those laws were-that I would 
obey all signs, summoo&es and tokens, i.1nded, sent, or throvm to 
me by a brother mason, or by a lodge-that r would keel' a brother's 
secrets when given to me as such, as closely in my breast as in his 
own, murder and treason excepted, and these left to my own discre­
tion-that [ would go on a brother's errand, when rt:quired, bare­
foot ar~d barehecukd, if within the length of my cable-tow-that I 
would apprise him of all approaching danger, if in my power, and 
relieve him if possible of all his distresses, upon seeing the grand 
hailing sign, or hearing the word-that I would not trio/ate the 
chastity of a broth~r ma.!on's ferrw./e rtkdiottl, KNOWI NG them to 
be &ueb, &.c. &.c. A greater mas~ of absurdity and wickedness I 
never heard put together. Yet being then very ignot·ant of the 
nature and obligation of oaths, I felt myself bound to keep them, 
though they were galling, and a sn.are to my conscience. At length 
it pleased God to open my eyes to see their abominable nature, and 
to set me free from this iron yoke of bondage-this worde than 
Egyptian slavery. And I now bless his name, that he bas enabled 
me to break those wicked bonds asunder, and to breathe the pure air of 
civil and religiou• freedom. I now consider tho1e horrid oaths of 
no force neither in honor, morality, nor religWn, and that they bad 

~ 
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infinitely better be brol~en than kept. They are required of no law 
of God or man, and of course it can be no man's duty to take them. 
They are unlawfully administered and taken. They are deceptive 
in their natul·e, and awfully dangerous to the community ; and if 
observed in their true Jetter and spirit, without any equivocation or 
evn~ion of mind, they expose a person to the commission and con­
cealmE'n t of the most abominable crimes, perjury, REBELLION, and 
even MURDER, when required by a brother. If regarded as bind· 
ing, they must of necessity clash with every civil and religious obli­
gation, aud destroy truth and confidence among men. I rejoice 
exceedingly that I am delivered from among them. They have been 
an iron yoke upon my conscience and conduct, and I pray God to 
pardon my rashness and folly in ever submitting to take them upon 
me. The sin lies in taking such oaths, and not in breaking them ; 
and I am persuaded that no rational mao would ever talce them upon 
llim, if he knew beforehand what they we~·e, and to what they 
would lead him. 

It is not my wish to injure the feelings of any of my former breth­
ren by any thing I have said or done, nor do I think I have given 
them any just occasion of offence. It is not masons but masonry to 
n•hich I am opposed, and while I highly respect many of the frater­
nity as honorable and good men, and with chari table feelings would 
leave them all, it is the deceitful and dangerous system of masonry I 
abhor, and hereby FOREVER RENOUNCE. In doing this l ell· 
pect to meet the reproaches aud slanders of my former brethren, it 
being in full accordance with their obligntlons: and bad I not been 
restrained by fear of pe~·so1wl inju·ry, I should have renounced my 
connexion with them long ago. If masonic oaths are binding on the 
conscience, I am fully convinced, that every seceder has good reason 
to fear for his safety. I do not wonder at the rising spirit of the 
community against tllis dark and dangerous institution ; their dearest 
rights and interests are in jeopardy: but I do wonder, and am truly 
astoni~hed why Christian brethren, and especially Ch1'istian mini.Yttt·s 
do not open their eyes to the light which now shines into the caverns 
of that secret abomination, and renounce all connexion and fellow­
shlr- with it; and while I would adopt the langua~e of the good old 
patriarch, and say, • 0 my soul, come not thou mto their secret; 
unto their assembly, mine honor, be not th9u united!' I would atfe.c· 
tionately warn. all my uninitiated Cllristiall brethren, and on YOUNG 
MEN, as they value the favor of God, and peace in their own minds, to 
keep themselves aloof from all masonic lodges, and not enter into 
those midnight assemblies, where nothing but darkness reigns; but 
avoid them, pass not by them, turn from them and pass away. 
• Blessed is the man that walketk not in the counsel of the W~godly, 
n<W standeth ill the way of sinners, nor s·itteth in the seat ()f the 
ICI)ffl.ful.' 

ERASTUS BATES • 
.MilUmry, Mass. Dec. 1829 . 

• 
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B enunciations at the Connecticut State Convention. 

In the dischar~:e of what we conceive to be a pressing duty, we shall 
not attempt to offer any speculations respecting the origin or eo.rly 
design of tho institu tion of Freemasom·y, of which we have long been 
members. Nor would we indulge in any aroimadversions against the 
order to wound the feelings of any man. Dut we have a duty to 
perform respecting it, which we cannot neglect. For, In it, we do 
now most sincerely believe, the safety and future weal of our coun­
try are deeply concerned. By de>ing this duty we may incur, and 
perhaps we ought, all things considered, to expect to incur, the dis­
pleasure and reproach of some, and we may also wound the feelings 
of others. If we do, the fault, we ru·o confident, will not be ours. 
We are preyared most seriously and honestly to say that, from what 
we know o the principles, ceremonies, ami obligations of masonry, 
or in other words, its mysteries, we believe it calculated to do no 
good, and capable of doing great mischief. There Is nothing in it to 
interest men of sense, when such men look at it, without bias, just 
as it is. 

As a secret society, we think it should no longer be sustained in 
this republic, but should be discountenanced by evet·y mnn who is a 
friend to equal rights, and an impartial administration of justice, as 
well as to sound mot·als and pure religion. We therefore, with a 
sincet·e wish to promote the best intct'Csts of our country, ond of 
mankind generally, do in this puLiic manner, make these our declara­
tions respecting the masonic institution, affirming that the r:tr~nd 
secrets of the order are no longer secrets, ami withdrawing ourscl\·es 
forever from all connexion and fello1vship with it. 

JASPER DTDWELL, 3 degrees. 
ELISHA SUGDEN, S do. 
NORMAN BIDWELL, 3 do. Canton. 
WM. H. HALLOCK, 3 do. 
RUFUS TULLER, 2 do. 
WILLIAM TAYLOR, S do. Barkhamsted. 
CALVIN BARBER, 4 do. Simsbury. 

R enunciation of Jesse Smith. 

To all Freemon, and oop<>eially those whom Christ hath modo Free. 

Some years since I joined Speculative Freemasonry, and have 
taken four degrees. Tho abduction of Capt. William Morgan induced 
me to attempt an investigation of the onths and ceremonies and com­
pare them with the word of God-and in obedience to his commaoi!, 
I do believe the whole to be a ile'llice of Satan-conceivetl, bom, 
and nur3ed in dar/mess-and in obedience to God's command, I do 
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hereby separate myself and renounce all connexioo with said iostitu­
tloo, and bcaeech the followers of the blessed Lamb, to come out of 
her, that they receive not of her plagues. 

JESSE SMITH, 
A seceding Mark Master l'l'lason • 

.llddison, County of .llddism, State of Vt. Feb. 2, 1829. 

Tile Spirit of JJfasonry. 

ExtJnct rrum a E'onnon ]lrCOChcd at Sherburne, N.Y. by Rev. David Keodall. 

It is ea~y to see that the spirit of the mason!c institution Is such, 
and its plans so extensive, that the kingdom of Prince Immanuel, and 
the kingdom of prince H iram Abiff cannot be erected and stand to­
gether on the earth. E ach of thc~e claim the whole earth for a pos­
session. Tbc l<ing of Zion ~ays, " the meek shall inherit the earth, 
and dclir;ht themselves in the abund3nce of peace; and the wicked 
shall be cut oii Those mine enemies that would not that I should 
rule over them, bring hithe1·, and slay them before me." But prince 
Abilf, on the contrary, claims tbe whole earth for his " worthy and 
ll'ell qualified" subjects ; and requires them to aue~e his death 
on nil enemies, traitors and cowans, when tile time i& fitlfilled. 

Neither can the religion of both these High Priests stand together 
on the ca1·th, any more than their kingly reign. For what is light to 
the one, is darkness to tho other; what is duty in one, is crime 
in tho other ; whnt is holy u·uth to the one, is falsehood and lies 
to tho other; what is sanctum sanctorum to the one, Is abomi­
nation and desolation to the other: inasmuch as whichever of 
these ~hall attain to its mel'idian glory and splendor, it will 
thro\9 the other into the total d:u·kness of midnight. And whichever 
of these shall i·i~e and spreud to the extent of its intended sublime 
and so\·ercign dominion, it wiil crush the other and grind it to pow­
der, and scatter it like chaff drh·en before the winds, that no place 
may be found for it any mot·e forever. 

Our subject show~. that now it is high time for all, and for every 
one, to choose decidedly whom they will se1·ve. If the Lord is God, 
serve him; but if Bani be God, then serve him. 

The two-Prince Immanuel and prince Abiff, or Christianity and 
Masonry-we have found, on sc1·ipture tl'ial, to be so totally differ­
ent, and theil· claims and requi1·ements so entirely opposite the one 
to the othc1·, that it is lmpo~siblc to be a true and faithful servant to 
both. Either you must Jove the one and hate the other; or cleave 
to one and despise the other. For what concord hath Christ with 
Belial, or what fellowship hath light with darkness, or what a~:ree­
ment hath the temple of God with idols ! Nay, ye cannot serve God 
and Mammon. 

As for myself, I have alreacly made up my choice, and now de­
clare, publicly and solemnly, for Prince Immanuel and his cou@e: and · 
renounce all all ef.'(iance and fellowship with prince H iram Abiff and 
the masonic institution. Once indeed, by fail• words and smooth 
speeches, 1 was caught in his snare, and led cable-towed and blind· 
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fold in hie path of freedom, till I had got a triple yoke of bondage 
u pon my neck. This proving too hen''Y to bear, I r etraced my 
steps silently, before any alarm was given o•· ony cry of bondage, or 
of immolated victims, had sounded in our borders. 

And now as a warning to others to flee out of Babylon, and escape 
for theil· lives to the mountain of Zion, I publish my full t"om·iction, 
that there can be no fellowship between the kingdom of Christ ancl 
the kinjl;dom of masom·y.-Consequcntly that no one can be a worthy 
and well qualified subject of both these kingdoms at tl1e s;tme time. 
Let every one therefore be fully persuaded in his own mi nd wh ich he 
1'1'ill serve. And when he bos made up his choice for eilhcr, let him 
renounce all connexion and fellow~hip with the other; because it is 
impossible in thi s case fo•· any man to serl'e two master.;. From t!•c 
best authority we learn that the mixed sy~te~a of iron and clay shall 
be ground to powder, when the mighty mystical im~gc of the beast is 
broken in pieces, and s wept away with the besom of destruction. 

E zt1·act from iM R enunciation of A rtemas I{.ennedy, 
of Jllilton, iii u.s•. 

I am impelled on examination, to acknowle1lge that Freemasonry, 
in its nature and tendency, is.hostile not only to our religion, but to 
the civil institutions of our country-to the rc~ular and equitable ad­
n•inistration! of justice, and to the general diiTu.lion of social hap­
pine,s. 

I ~olemnly declare tho oaths, obligations and principles of mason· 
ry, to the te nth degree, to be all faithfully aud truly delineated by 
M01·gon and the Le R oy Convention, on which account I now con· 
sider myself as breaking no masvnic obligation, nnd only a>scoting to 
a tru th ah·c~dy told and openly published to tile wol'ld by a thousand 
witne~ses. .My greatest astouishmcnt, at preijCOt, is, that so many of 
t.he orcler cltpose their veracity to such strong ~~~~picioo, in d ~nying 
the truth of those late' disclos ures, and the prnbabl" murder of l\Ior­
gan. His murder i$ in such strict accordance with m~sonic princi­
ples, that I have been lntcly told by a member of Christ's church, in 
t his county , rhat he hupcd Jliorgnn was tiiW'flcred, and that if he. 
was, he was 1-iglltly st·rved. Not being ah!e to sullscribe to, or ap· 
prove of such 1•rinciple• myself, I hnv.: sutfer.-:d lalely, injury and 
persecution, and have been thre~•Wrted thi; uay, by a Hoyal Arch 
rna~on, from a great distance, and whorn I never bcfo•·e saw, tllu.t he 
wov.ld. be ouc of four to dupatch 111P.. '171u ~ convinced and thus 
imti:;atcd, I feel it a conscientious dury, to uisown all futm·e con­
nexion with such society and Fuch principles. The call to this duty 
is so lnurl, that it breaks the slumhc•·s of the night ; it vi:<its me at the 
table; it :trrcs ts the progress of my daily e111 ploylllcnt; and will, if 
not duly regarded, pursue me to the dark rcccs>es of my tomb! I 
obey the call, break the bond, and Jeclare myulf free of ma3onic 
thraldom, and in so doing, I feel nobler freedom, I beboh~ a more 
serene and purer light, than ever the myst;c order p•·esen1e<l io my 
unblinded eyes. Alff£MAS KENNEDY. 

23* 
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MASONIC OBLIGATIONS UNLAWFUL, 

As p•·tmed in a Court of J~<stice on Empamtd.ling; tht Jury al tht Trial of 
Elihu Jlflll.her for a CmtSpimcy to Kidll<lp William Morg11n, at tfie 
Or/tans Comuy Court, Noo. 111 1829. 

His Honor J udge GARDINER presiding. 

T'Fcdnesdu_y, NoD. 11, 1829.-Tbe Hon. John C. Spencer, Special 
Counsel for the people, called on the trial of ELIHU MATHER. 
who stood indicted for a conspiracy to kidnap WI I.LlAM MORGAN. 

Gen. V. Mathews, Wm. H. Adams, Esq. and Daniel D. Barnard, 
Esq. were coun~el for the defendant. 

Mr. Spencer was assisted by J. B. Coles, Esq. in behalf of the 
people. 

Upon calling the jurors, some C!lnvcr~ation took place between the 
respective coun~el upon the manntr of ascertaining whether the 
jurors were unbiassed. The counsel for the defendant proposed to 
put questions tu juroi'S as they were drawn, and if the answers were 
not sati$factory, then reserve their •i~~:ht to challenge. To this Mr. 
Spencer ohjccte.l, and offered to refer the examination of the jurors 
to the court. Judge Gardiner remarked, that questions would proba­
bly arise of considerable importance, and suggested the propriety of 
pw·suing the legal cou•·se, which was adopted. 

The clerk then proceeded to draw the jury. WiUiam Loomis 
and Simeon. Gilding, were drawn from the panel of petit jurors, 
&nd being found acceptable to both parties, we•·e appointed T riers, 
by the court. 

Jonathan French was challenged by the defendant's counsel, and 
upon being sworn, said he had formed no opinion upon the question 
at issue. He had, )HI said, no bias against the defendant. T riers 
decided that l\Jr. F . was impartial, and he was sworn as a juror. 

Amos Cliff was drawn and challenged by the defendant's counsel. 
Upon bein~t sworn, said he had formed an opinion. H e was rejected. 

Jolin. Pollett was challenged by defendant's counsel. U 110n being 
sworn, he said he did not know that he h:ul fomted or expressed an 
opinion. Had heard something about the Morgan bu~iness, but had 
read very liule upon the subject. H ad no bias or prejudice. The 
challco![e was withdrawn. 

Charles Kelly challenged by the defendant's counsel, and sworn. 
H as not heard much faid about Mather, and has formed no orlnion 
against him. Tt.inks he has not said that the whole fraternity were 
guilty of the mnrder of Morgan. T he challenge was waiver!. 

Samuel Church wns challenged. Seymour Mut·dock was sworn 
as a witncsR. He said he had hoa•·d Cburcb say that Mather ought 
to be punished for the Morgan bminess. H e said that those who 
drove the caniAgc ought to be punished. He had heard Mr. Church 
r.;y this several times. Mr. C. was then sworn. H e said he had 
often said that the guilty ought to be punished, but don't recollect of 
havinl!: named M:~-ther. The trie1-s, after a short consultation , !'ejected 
Mr. Chu•·ch. 

Chauncty Hood was challenged by the defendant's counsel. El-
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bridge Farewell testified that he had heard Mr. Hood say, that Elihu 
Mather had a hand in it. Hood was rejected. 

Epaphras P ennel challenged. Zimri Perrigo testified, that he 
had heard Pennel say chat he thought Mather was concerned ia 
carrying off Mor~an. Mr. P. sworn; testified that he had no recol­
lection of saying that Mathet· was posili11tly guilty. Had said that if 
the circumstances related about M. were true, he must be guilty. 
H ad not made up a positive opinion. Was rejected. 

Luther St. John challenged and sworn. Had formed a qualified 
opinion. lf o·eports were lrt•e, he considered Mather guilty-if not 
true, not guilty. His opinion would be governed entirely by the 
testimony. H all no bias or prejudice against the accused. H ad 
heat·d and read much about the abducclon of Morgan. 

Mr. Spencer contended that Mr. St. John was, in the eye of tho 
law, a competent juo·or. lt would be impossible, he said, to find, in 
the county of Orleans, nn intelligent man who did not believe Mather 
guilty, if the circumstances alleged a~;ainst him should be proved to. 
be true. Mr. Adams insisted that Mr. St. John, having formed a 
qualified opinion, could not be impartial, and therefore urged his re­
jection. The tl'iers, after a ~hot·t consultation, decided that Mr. St. 
John "is indi.Jltrent." 

D. R eed challenged and sworn. Thinks he bas expressed an 
opiuion that Mathet· was concemed in tbe Morgan business. Re­
jected. 

Wm. BuiJard, upon being drawn, said he had formed an opinion, 
and was excused. 

Robert .llnderson, next drawn. Mr. Spencer challenged this juror 
on the ground that he was a member of the society of Freemasons, 
and of the degree of Roynl Arch. Gen. Mathews demanded that 
the cause of clo.lllenJ;:e should be recluced to writing, which having 
been done, Gen. Mathews an<l Mr. Barnard denied that the cause 
stated was a legal ground of challenge. Mr. Spencer tben produced 
his authorities. lt was laid down in Archbold, among other causes 
for principal ch:lllenge, that where a juror "btlcn~ed to the sa.me 
Societ:v or Cot7>orat·i•m" with a party, he was an incompetent j uror. 
The court remarked that the term 5ociety, in the sense which it was 
used by Archbold, load reference to societies recognized by Jaw. 
Mr. Spencer said he was po·epat·ed to prove that the Grand Royal 
Arch Chapter, of which the juror and defendant were members, was 
made a budy corpoo·nte by an net of our State legi~lature. Mlcl" 
hearing the argu me1ots of counsel, the court overruled the challen1:e 
for principal cause. Mr. Spencer then challenged the juror " to the 
favor." 

Mr. Spencer ltere stated that the juror, Judge Anderson, was an 
important witn~~s in lie half of the people, and ought not to act in 
the capacity of juror a11d witness. The defendant's coun!<el urged 
that .Mr. Anderson's be in~ a witness, did not disqualify him as a jUl'or • 
and that they coultl not consent to excuse him for that cause. 

The same trier$ were agllin sworn, and Mr. Spencer called 
Dr. Joseph ]{. Brown. Witness is a Royal Arch mason. KnowJ 

Robert Anderson and Elihu Mather as masons of the same degree. 
H e and they are members of the Gaioe$ chapter. Freemasons are 
not all of the Royal Arch degree. Lodges are below, and encamp~ 
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ments are above the chapter. Witness bas met with Anderson and 
M ather in the Gaines chapter. The avowed objects of Freemasonry 
are to favor morality and benevolence. T heir charity is confined to 
their own members. Witness does not recollect a quartflr of the 
Royal Arch oblig>~tion, about helping a companion out of difficulty. 
T he words are-" That I will aid and assist a Companion R o,yal 
.llrch mason, wherever I shall see him engaged in ANY nrn·rcuL· 
TY, so far as to extricate him from the sa1ne, whether RIGHT Olt 

WRONG." T hero is a sign by which a mason can communicate his 
distress to a brother m~on. This is a secret sign in the muster's 
degree. Thiij sign binds a mason to go to the relief of a brother. 
Thinks this obligation is U2PERATIVE, if the person to whom the 
sign is given has the power· to extend tho relief. 

Cress-examined by defendant's c01Lnsel.-Was first initiated at 
Ridgeway, in 1$20. Was made a Royal Arch mason at Ga.ine3, Ia 
1827. T he obligation which he then took, was administered verbally. 
Recollects tlle striking parts of it, ond that part which he had l'elated, 
ia pa•·ticula•·· Thc•·e was tM qualification o•· eJ<planation of the obli­
gation, at the time it was administered. A p:u·t of the oath related 
to keeping the secrets. The candidate swears that he would sooner 
have his llead smote off than reveal noy part of the obligation. Ho 
was requested to attend afterwards, nnd receive instructions and 
learn tho lectures. Masons told him that they would inst•·uct him, if 
h e attended the meetin~s of the chapter. Hu attended once, but no 
nplanation of the oat.h was then given. They met in the lodge 
room, but the chapter w as not opened. They sat round the stove, 
lllld reht>arsed their ohligat.ions. He had ncvt>r h<ja rd tbe nature of 
the Royal Arch obligation before he took it. There was nothing in 
the Royal Arch obligation which bound him to respect and obty IM 
LAws oF TH& coUNTRY. Don't recollect that the candidate swear-s 
to support the laws of tho country, in any masonic obligation which 
he had taken. 

(To a que~tion from the defendant's coun~el, whether there was 
any thing io the masonic obliga tions which jmtijiecl him iu VIoLAT­
ING the laws of 1ho country, the wituess re1>lied that there was one 
part of the obligation which MIGHT bear that coJHtruc tion, and 
which he could repeat, if required tt> do so. The counsel, however, 
waived the question, and the answer was not :th•en.] 

Daniel P tatt.-Witness was a neighbor of Mather and Anderson. 
He considered them r,ood friends ; more intimate with eacb other 
tl1an they we1·e with some, but uot more than they were with other 
of their nei!:hhors . 

.llrchibald L . Daniels.-Witness lives two miles an(! a h alf from 
where Capt. Mather lived. H e con~idcred Mather and Judge An· 
derson good friends-peo·haps they were more intimate than they 
were with their neigbbOJ"s generally. 

H ere Mr. Spencer rested, and R obert .lln.lcrstm HIMSELF wa• 
n o"' called by the defendant's coun.~el, and sworn. 

Witness says there is a clause in the Royal Arch obli~ation, which, 
without being qualified, is of the same impo1·t as testified to by Dr. 
Brown. With the qualification, that clause means that when a Royal 
Arch mason sees a companion en~aged in a quarrel, he is bound to 
get him away. This is the only obligation of such a nature, that 
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witness ever took. The obligation requires me, when I see a com­
panion en~aged in a quarrel, to give him a: particular sign to come 
away. I think this qualification fo1·ms a part of the obligation. There 
is nothing in any obli~ation of ma.•onry which requires me to give a 
verdict conu·ary to law. All the charges anti lectures in masonry 
enjoin respect and obedience to the laws. Witness thinh1 that some 
of the obligations requh·e him to support and ohP.y the law~ nnd con­
stitution of the count ry. Wi tness was in the chapter when Dr. 
Brown was made a Royal Arch mason, and is confide-nt that the oath 
administere<l to l1im was qualified in the manner before stat~d. Dr. 
Brown was the only l'e1-;;on raised to the Royal Arch, in Gaines, 
since the abduction 11f Morgnn. Wi tness thinks there is no bias on 
his mind-his intimacy with Copt. Mather commenced about politics. 
They were old bucktnils tOf<e ther. 

Ct·oss-ezamine.d by .Mr. S]Jt11cer.-Witness has ~aid in the fore 
part of the ex citement, that l\lorl!llll was not carried off. He thou~~:ht, 
at first, that it was a trick of Miller and Morgan, to gpcculate. Has 
said cousic.lerable auout the Morgan business. May have said that 
M organ wa~ not in the carriage which Mather drove. H ad formed 
an opinion, at first, that ~lather did not know Morgan was in the 
carriage. H as been pretty wann, frequently, upon this su~ect, and 
has participalcd in lhc feelings of the masons. The clause quoted by 
Dr. llrowo, may be substantially correct, with the qualilic.ation in 
the oath. Thinks the oath contains the words "dispute IYr qtUJrrel.'• 
It is possible this qualification is in the charge which follows imme­
diately after the oath, but he thi nks it is in the oath itself. 1s not 
:rn1·t that the obli;?ation requires obedience to the laws, but the lec­
tures do. The obligations require members to support the constitu,. 
tion of the S tate chapter, and the by-laws of the chapter to which he 
belongs. Has not paid much attention to masonry for two or three 
years, and is not very b1-ight. There is an obligation about obeying 
regular signs and summons, but witness docs not recollect the Jm-
guage of it. He bas token seven different obligations. . 

B.V defendant's counsel.-Witness now thinks that Morgan was 
carl'ied off . 

.Mr. Spmcer.-Thinks that if Mather knew that Morgan was In 
the carriage, he must be guilty. H as not made up an opinion 
whether ?.lather did or did not know that Morgan was in the car­
riage. 

l•aac W . .flveril.-Witness was a member of Gaines Royal Arch 
chapter. The Royal Arch oath requires us to " EXTRICATE a com­
panion out of an,y quarrel or difficulty, whether he is RIGHT or 
WRONG." .Ma~ons swear to obey regular signs and summong, 
when sent, handed, or thrown. This is in the master's degree. 
Witness bas for~otten mo;:.t of the obligations. 

Oross·txamined by defendant's coun~el.-The qualification about 
helping a companion out of a q\mnel, is not in the oath, but is re­
peateJ immediately aftet· it. The explanation given to witness, was, 
that if he saw a companion en:?,nged in any quarrel in the street, or 
elsewhere, he was to go and extricate him wi thout inquiring whether 
h e was right or wrontr. Never understood that his obligations re­
quired him ttl assist a compncion out of the hands of the law. 

Muton W. Hopktns.-Witness has been a Freemason-recollects 
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the obligations. One part of the oath in the master's degree, is, " I 
furthermore 11romise and slvear, that I will obey all regular signs and 
summons, given, handed, sent, or thrown from a brother master ma­
s on, or a regular constituted lodge of the same." There is no quali­
fi catitm to this. There is another obli~tion in these words-" I 
furthermore p romise and 1wear. that I will fly to the relief of a 
brother master mason wheneoer I shall see the gran4 hailing sign 
of distresa given, or hear the word$ annexed thereto, if there is a 
greater pmbability of samng his life, than of losing my own." In 
another obligation, masons sw~r to apl'l'ise their breiliren "of aJl 
approaching do.nge·r as far as is in my power." 

There is no qualification or explanation to t'be oath relative to the 
sign of distress, or that about appdsing a brother of approaching 
dange1·. These oaths are 11111 exph1ined to mean any thing different 
from wha t theil' tenor imports. The charges aod lectm-es, witness 
thinks, are calculated to di8guise tht: real character and tendency of 
the oaths. Witness has only taken three regular degrees in masonry. 
H e has taken what was called the Secret Aionitor's degree, in addi­
tion. Witness has seen these obligations imposed in many Instances, 
and ln ditfe•·ent lodges-has heard them given by the Grand Visitor. 
T he hailing sign may be given by words or by motions. 

Cross-examined by dej'fntlant's co1mul.-Witness was made a 
mason in J etfeJ'SoD county, in 1817-he seceded io 1826. H e had 
etudied masonry a good deal-when Morgan's book was first pub­
l ished, he could have rehea1·sed two-thil·ds of H. Candidates take 
the oath naked and blindfolded-the charge is oot given until they 
get their clothes on and can see-the charge inculcates virtue and 
benevolence. Witness thinks the obligations of mason•·y no require 
the concealment of crime. The obligation to which he refers, is 
this-" Furthermi/Te do I promise and trWear, that a ma.~ler ma­
Btm's secrets, given to me i1~ charge as such, anil I knowing tT.em 
to be such, shall rttmdn as secure and inuiol4ble in my brtast as in 
his own, MURDER and TREA$ON cxcepte•l-nnd that left at my own 
discrttion." 

Witness knows that this obligation is administered in the lodge in 
this town, (Barre,) and is quite su1·e he has seen it admi nistered in 
the Gaines lodge. Candidates, just before the oath is administered, 
u e told by the master, that there is nothing in masonry to affect 
their religion or their politics. Witness has himself administered 
these obligations. 

Dr. 0. McT.oson-Says he is a mason-was admitted as such in 
the Gaines lodge-that tloe testimony given by Mr. Hopkins respect­
j og the obligations of masonry is correct, so far as he can recollect­
recollects no qualifications in the oaths-that the charges are sepa­
ra te and dis tinct tl1ercfrom. Did not suppoae when he took the 
obligations, that they required him to sec•·ete crime; but latterly, on 
a further examination of the oaths, that by a literal reading, they did 
require it. 

The counsel for the defendant, Col. Barnard, occupied about three 
h ours in an able and in)!enious argument, in favo1· of admitting 1\fr. 
Anderson as a juror. He contended, to exclude him, on the ground 
of his belongiog to the society of Freemnsoos, would be a violation 
of his right.s as a fellow citixen, and establishing a precedent terribly 
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alarming in its consequences. H e asked whether Gen. Washington, 
whom· he said was a Jllal!on, and a · Royal Arch mason, at the day of 
his death, or Hamilton, or Gen. Jackson, who were all Freemasons, 
were ever rejected u jurors because they belonged to that society, 
embracing most of the great men of our nation ? Would you reject 
these men, appealing to the triers, were they now in the place of 
Mr. Anderson I H e said he bad lately had occasion to visit the east· 
ern part of the State, and that he found the mo.~t respectable pol'lion 
of the community there, trea ted the anti· masonic excitement ut the 
west with contempt : that this excitement did not extend to remote 
parts of our country ; and that although the state of feeling among 
those opposed to 'Freemasonry here, might call for such a step as 
the one now pending, yet, if it were taken, it would, it must lead to 
the most fearful consequences. And to conclude, he said he did not 
envy that man, the dc~?,ree nor amount of contempt that must fall 
upon him, who should be the means of rejecting a man from sitting 
on a jury, on the ground of his beio~ a F reemason. 

In reply to Col. Barnard, the Special Counsel most clearly showed 
by the law and the testimony, that Mr. Anderson ought to be rejected 
from !ilting on this jury, not because he was a Freemason, but be· 
cause Robert Anderson and Elihu Mather were both F reemasons, 
and that the former was bound to the latter in such strong ties as 
necessarily to produce a bias in his feelln~s towards him, which 
would render him in the eye of the law, an mcompctent juror. H e 
contended, that he ought to be •·ejected not only on the ground of 
the bias, which belonging to the same society of the defendant, must 
create, but because it had been proved thnt he was bound by oath 
upon oath, sulliciently awful to make one's hair stand on end, to 
protect and By to his relief, whether right or wron~. 

In answering Col. Barnard's allusion to Washington, Hamilton, 
and Gen. Jackson, he very pe•·tineotly asked the triers whether they 
would shrink from duty, even if Gen. Jackson were now preeented 
for their decision, instead of Mr. Anderson ? And has it come to 
this, he said, that we must be told that the excitemept c1·eated by 
the abduction of a free citizen-the deprivin~t our country of a patriot 
-a wife of a husband, and child•·en of a fatber,is looked upon with 
contempt, and that those engaged in vindicating our laws must be 
sneerec! at, must be libelled, villi lied, and slandered by masons,-men 
wrapped up in mystery and bound with oaths the most horrible? 
N o doubt, he said, the opposite counsel was told· the>e things, and 
also, that there never was any such man in e.s.istence as William 
Morgan ; that the excitement is all a speculation, ji;Ot up for political 
purposes, for demagogues to ride into office on. But shall this deter 
us, he asked, from doing our duty, from avenging crime I God for· 
bid! Our fathers purcb~sed our libe rties at too dear a rate thus to 
act. He utterly denied that Gen. Washington was ever a Royal 
Arch mason, and be said that he had not attended a lodge for twenty 
years previous to his death, and that be virtually renounced the in­
IJtitution in his farewell address to his countrymen. Mr. S. con­
tended, that the exigencies of the times never rendered it necessary 
to object to any man from sitting on the jury, on account of hi• 
being a mason, till now. And even now, it was when a brother ma­
IOQ was to be tried. But Mr. S. said, that as to the amount of con-
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tempt which the opposite counsel supposed must be visited upon 
those who should decide that a mason was incompetent to sit as a 
juror in such a case, be would chee1·fully share whatever It might 
be, with the triers, as he considered it a duty, from the performance 
of which nothing ought to deter them. 

Afte1· the counsel had closed their arguments, the Court char~ed 
the u'iers in a clear, able, and pertinent mnnne1·. He •n·ged the Im­
portance of the question they were to rlecide, and pve it as his 
opinion, that if they were satisfied that Anderson h<ul taken such 
oaths M testified to by Dr. Brown, and acknowledged hy himself to 
have taken as a Royal Arch ruasoo, they WOULIJ RE./t::CT him; 
but if they were satisl1ed t.hnt he was under no Improper bias in favor 
of the defendant, then they would not reject him. The triers decided 
that Robert Anderson was NOT IMPARTIAL. · 

Jokn DoU.If was called and challenged to the ft~vor of the Special 
Counsel, on the same ground as Mr. Anderson. 

Dr. J. K. Brown-Testified that Dolly wM a maoon ; that be had 
set with him in the Gaines lodge. 

John Dolly sworn-Says he is a Rl):l{al.!lrch mason. 
Brow•~ again called-Says , that in the Royal Arch obligation there 

is one point which says, " I furthee·morc promise and swenr, that I 
WILL E SPOUSE THE CAUSE of a compnuioo Royal Arch ma­
son whenever I see him engaged in any quarrel or otFFICt:LT Y, so 
far as to extricate him frone the ~me, whether he be right or 
WRONG. That he had rllCOJ!:ni <ed Rov.1l Al'ch masons in other 
eouoties by the same means as· he was taught in the Gaines chapter 
to use to make himself known as ~uch ; that if he should ask the 
said John Dolly the question there t~ught to be asked, and he should 
give the answer there t.ao1ght to be ~i ven, to recoJ?;ni~e a companion 
Royal M-ch mason, they would know each other a~ such. Says 
there are signs in tho lower d~g•·ues whereby ma~ons can make 
known to each other that they are m di~tres~ or dilf\culty. By an 
expre~s point in sllid obligation, they a1·e never to be committed to 
writing. The sign of diseress in tho l\l,l~ter's degree, Is never to be 
given by a mason of that degree, elt:cept in cases of real distress, and 
that, in such case, the brothel' who sees it is ouLrG&D to fly to his 
relief. This sign is never to be given except in the botly of a lodge, 
or in some bye, recure place. for the hcnefit of the craft. Says a 
man may be led, by considering bi~ obligation sacred, to PROTECT 
CRIME. 

John Dolly aga.in called- On being questioned by the Special 
Counsel, said be bad met the defendant as a ma~ter mason in Gaines 
lodge; that he had sat in ~aid lodge with Or. Nichoson. 

Dr. 0. Nic/ioson called-Took the oblig;ltion of a ma.•ter mason 
in the Gaines lodge; bad met with Dolly there. Says that it is a fun­
damental principle of the masonic institution, that no man can enter 
a lodge without having gone through cee'lain forms and ceremonies, 
and that among them are certain obligations taken, a part of one of 
which ~ays, "I furthermore promise and swear, that 1 WILL on&T 
all regular signs and summon$eS handed, sent, or thrown to me from 
a brother mason, or from a regularly coi\Jitituted lodge of the same." 
Says there is a sign In one of said obligations, called the ~~;rand ball­
ing sign of distress, coosistlng of words and signs, which is Imparted 
to .n members or the lodge or which he is a member. which, ln. 
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pursuance to the fundamental principle above named, this sign came 
'<lrnong the ceremonies-that the obligations BIND the mason to ap­
paiu his brother 11j approaching danger; also to keep his secrets 
as inviolably in his breast as in his own, when communicated to him 
as such, murder and treason excepted ; and that left to his own free 
will and accord. Says he has frequently met in a lodge with Dolly ; 
thinks that he was in the lodge when he was made a mason ; does 
not recollect any obligation In "Freemasonry to obey the laws of his 
country; has beard tberu often repeated ; does not recollect any 
explanation having been given after taking the oaths. One strong 
feature in the charges given, he thinks, afler the first degree, is the 
injunction of sec1·ecy-to be a good and luyal subject. Says the 
candidate is told before he takes the first ohligntion, that it Is not to 
affect his religion or politics; that all masons have gone that way 
before him ; that there are lectures given as eXjJlanatory of certain 
signs and tokens. . 

In answer to questions by defendant's counsel, said he had testified 
according to his t·ecollections, as be became acquainted with the 
obligations and ceremonies in the lodge. 

In answer to the Special Counsel, he said the lodge r.mst be satis­
fied that the applicant f1·om another lodfre is a Freemason, before he 
can lie admitted-that he makes himself knowu by certain signs and 
tokens, and by answering certain interrogatories ; and these sign~, 
tokens, and words are required to be the same as those deli vcred to 
him, and that they were satisfactory evidence to the lodge that he 
who gave them was a Freemason, and that without being a Freema­
son, and ta.king the oath, he could not thus gain admittance to the 
lodge in Gaines. 

Dr. Brown again called-Says the association of masons is an in­
timate and friendly association ; that they address each other by the 
epithets companion and brother; that they have a common fund 
arising froru initiation fees, in which he judged they have a C'OMMO~ 
and MUTUAL rNTEREST. Says that certain pas.~ages of scaipttl•are 
recited during the taking of the 7th degree. Says that when the en­
tered apprentice is brought to light , be is presented wi th the Holy 
Bible, square and compas~, when the master tells him that the Bible 
is gi'·en him as a rule of hls faith and practice; the square to square 
his actions, and the compass to keep him within due bounds with all 
men, especially the brotherhood. Says it is not require! to kno'" 
the religious sentiments of the car.didate; that the question to be 
asked and the answer to be given, whereby one Royal Arch mason 
may know another, is, " .!lre you a Ro.IJal 4.t·ch mll$on ?" -" I AM 
THAT I AM!" Thinks the Gaines Chapter r ecol(nises a higher tri­
bunal, called the Grand Lodge of the State. That one principal 
object of the funds of this lodge is to relie,·e brethren in disu·ess ; 
that so long as a mason continues a me-mber of the institution, he 
Is considered a WORTHY member.* 

· • This is an important disclosure. It shows a hal '' WORTHY" among 
masons, does not mean an excellent moral charactRr, but simplv, thai lhe 
mason retains his connexion with the lodge; consequently those only who 
srade are. considered out of the pale of masonic protection ; and not entiti,Pd 
·to ·masomc good offices; wbilsltbose that RF:MAIN, be their nl<>ral charac. 

: ter·.ever so infamous, are considered "\VORTHY ," and masons are sworn 
to sustain and protect them e,·en in their iniquities. 

24 
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DoUy cro83 e.r.-Said that at an election in Gaines, be was asked 
by one Sprague, without any reference to any thing else, " Dont you 
think that Mather ought to be punished ?" that he answ~red in the 
negative, and was going .to add, that he once told him that he had 
nothing to do with the Morgan affair, and that he had no prouf to the 
contrary tben, but he supposed Sprague to he intoxicated and did not 
say further than to give the above answer. Now thought that 
Mather might be guilty or not, had formed no decided opinion. 
What Gates told him had but little impression upon his mint!, as he 
w as determined not to hear or inquire any thing about it: that the 
conversation with Sprague was oftcr he was summoned as a jurot·. 

Wm. W. Ruggles, swom-l; a meu,ber of Gaines J, odr;e, has 
been an officer thet·ein ; says there is a charge that follows the en­
tered apprentice's OBLIG.~'I'ION; the chorge, a.~ be has g iven it in 
the Gaines Lodge was, " You now tal<e your place in the lodj!;e as 
an entered apJ>rentice mason , your duty is to obey the laws of the 
government under whieh you live." The Bible is given to him as a 
guide to his f;1ith and pt·actice. Gave the following points in the 
obli~;ations both as he received them and bad given them to others. 
" Furthermore do I pronaise and ~weat• tbat I will keep the secrets 
of a brother master ma~on, whenc\·er given to me in ehnrge, and I 
receiving it as such, as inviolable in my llreast as it would be in his 
own, murder and b·eoson excepted." Says there is nothing given, 
durinj!; the ceremony, explanatory of the obligations. "FmtlJennore 
do I promise and swear, that I will not give the grand hailing si::n of 
distress, unless I am in real d istress, or my life is in imminent dan­
ger, o1· in the body of a ju3t and legally con~tituted lodge, or in a bye 
and secure place, for the bendit of the institution. Furthermore do 
I promise and swear, whenever I see the grand hailing ~ign of dis­
t ress, or hear the words accompanying the same, I will fl.lf to hid 
'ftliPf, if there is gt·eatCI' probability of saving his life than losin~ my 
own." Says examples are given io illustration of the~e two pomt; ; 
for~n~e, if one mason ~eos another Cx.jlOSed to accident, or two 
wefe"lftghting together, he must fly to their relief; when tbo~e signs 
are given they must be obeyed. Says the master 'gives the illustt·a­
tions in big own language, a8 he may think proper at the time ; that 
there i~ nothing said in the Gaines l.odge about signs given by an 
u nworthy brother. T he cable tow means a certain tlist ;mce: three 
miles. • he is n member of Gaines chapter; that the Royal Ar~h 
obligation iS, "Furthtrrnore do I promise and stoeor, that I will 
espouu tlte couse of a woaTHY comptmiot~ Royal .'lrr.h mason, 
whenever I sholt see him engaged in a11y qwrrel or diflicull.v, so 
far os to extricate hinl f rorn the Mme, whether he be right .or 
WRONG." Says there is an explanation given of this part of the 
obligation before the c~ndidate is remo•'ed from tho place where ta­
ken, which is the suppres3ion of bad conduct. 

Cross exuminct~Does not recolloct that obedience to the lnw is 
ioc11lcated at all in tho chapter, Ill' in nny except the first deu:ree. 
Says he wa~ cxaltc(l in 1S2S; if thct'O aro any lnw$ on the subject, 
they are in writin~; knows it )las by-laws; knows of no limitation 
how the funds of tl:e chapter at·e to be apr•liecl; the lo·l~e i~ the le~>l l 
owner of it.• fund~; arc for nn express pm·po;;e; hns been Warden and 
Master of Gai11c~ !udge ; was there received as a ma::ton; ruado hilfl· 
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Mlf known as such by language and signs peculiar to masons, whereby 
they know whether a man is a mason or uot, wit~out understanding 
whicl1, he cannot make h1mself known to the Games lodge as:\ ma­
son, and that the same rules and regulations extend to the chapter 
as far as his knowledge extends. 

The testimony being closed in this case, Mr. Adams, one of the 
counsel for defendant, addressed the triers in an argument of more 
than four hours, in which he urged that it must be shown by the 
juror himself, that he had a strong bias in his mind, in favor of de­
fendant. Said that he could show as conclusively that there was 
blasphemy in the articles and creed of the Episcopal church as In the 
masonic obligations, taking both unexplained. He contended that 
there was nothing wrong in the the obligation to keep the secrets of 
a master mason, murder and treason excepted-that any gentleman 
was in duty bound to keep secrets committed in confidence: that 
this obligation did not requil'e a mason to conceal crime. Declared 
that he was not the f•iend nor the apologist of the thing called ma­
son•·y. He did not believe that on institution which bas embraced 
the greatest men of the age was instituted for the purposes of crime­
said it was asking too much to suppose thM such men as Washing· 
t on, La Fayette, &c. were black hearted hypocrites-could not be­
lieve that men belonging to this asosciation were bound to protect 
crime : but this, he sairl, the opposite counsel must make out in order 
to reject Mr. Dolly from sitting on the jury. 

The ~pccial counsel, in arldressiog the triers, said that Elihu :Mather 
stood indicted for carrying off William Morgan, and that John Dolly, 
it bad been proven, belonged to the same society with him, and that 
b e stood cballtnged fo•· favor, as biassed In his favor, and that he could 
not stand indifferent towards him, as required to be by law. He 
produced authorities to show that the most distant relative could not 
be permitted to sit on a jury, because the laws suspect his mind is 
prejudiced ; that men's minds, who are const~ntly at the same table, 
wo uld be p•·ejudiced in favor of each other, so as to struggle against 
testimony. He contended that in consequence of his being admitted 
into the lodge at Gaines, that it was evidence to that lodge, that he 
had taken the obligations there administered. As to the word wor­
thy in the obligation, he contended that it meant nothing, as it had 
been proven tliat a mason was considered worthy while a member of 
the institution. He alluded to the case that had been so often 
cited to show the value of the institution, where the lives 
of iodidduals had been preserved in war. He said the interposi· 
lion of the sie;n of distress, where two men were contending for 
their •·especlive ~rovcrnments, whereby the arm of tbe one was stayed 
from doing what his country demanded at his bands, mit;ht prove 
highly injul"ious to that J!:Overnment, and was a base sacrifice of its 
interests to the most selfish purposes. He said the sign of 1istress 
was the most d;mgerou~ trait in the institution, as, taken in con­
nexion wilh the obligations, ,,JI masons were bound to obey it. H e 
allurted to Mr. Dolly's stating that he had withdrawn from the insti­
tution; that he did not intend to have any thing more to do with it, 
except he s!lould be summoned. as ~bowing the binding nature of the 
ohli~tions. The cxr.1.ption of murder ana treason in the master'.• 

·oolig.•tiun, be said, proved conclusi\•ely that every other crime i.!l 
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meant to be concealed. As to obeying the laws, so much insisted on 
by the opposite counsel, when they were to conceal every crime but 
murder and treason, he could not see how It 'could be done. It is 
enough to know, he said, that the person on whom these obligations 
rest, bas to struggle between his duty to bis country and those which 
be feels they impose upon him to his brethren. H e said that in re­
j ecting a member of the P resbyterian church from the jury in a case 
between a brother and a stranger, there would be no treason when 
proven that he was bound to prefer that brother to a stranger, but 
that the law would sanction it; and be \Vas not to be cha~ed with 
attacking religion by challenfiing such a man, as having an 1mproper 
bias on his mind in favor of hts brother; neither was he to be told In 
this case, by challenging Mr. Dolly on account of his being a Free­
mason, that be was domg violence to any man's prlvilej;es as a free 
citizen. I f, said Mr. Spe ncer, the example of Washtogton in his 
youth, must be quoted to prove that masonry is r ight, let us not be 
denied the example of this great and good man in his riper years to 
despise it-and to which he referred when be said-" betoal'e of se­
cret aocieties." 

The court stated its views of the law as applicable to the· present 
~!le. 

The triers O.ecided that Mr. Dolly wa, not impartial. 
Grinnel Davis was called and rejected. 
Samuel Clark was called and rejected. 
Jmaihan WhiJney, was called and admitted. 
Three othet-s were called and rejected. The panel having been 

gone through with, the Sheriff was ordered to summon fivo tails­
men. 

A. L . Owen was called and empanelled. 
Rufu.t I ngersoll, Carlos C. Ashley, Thomas Robert~, and Alderman 

Butta, were next sworn, and the panel completed. 
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