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ON THE VALUE OF MASONIC PUBLICATIONS.

BY THE REV. JOHN OBMOND DAKEYNE, M.A.

The following Extract is copied from the Freemasons’ Quarterl
Review, for June, 1844, from the Speech of the Rev. J’
Osmond Dakeyne, delivered on the occasion of his premdmg
at the Masonic Festival of the Oliver Testimonial at Lincoln,
on the 9th of May, 1844,

“ I need not tell you, Brethren, what Freemasonry is: before

I was initiated, now some twenty years ago, I had read a good

deal about what it i not. I allude to a book published by Pro-

fessor Robison, of Edinburgh, towards the close of the last
century, entitled, ‘ Proofs of a Conspiracy,’ &c., in which he,
with great 1ngenu1ty and considerable ability, endeavoured to

c t Fr with the worst features of the Illuminati,

&c., of the Continent. He was kind enough to say that he

thought Masonry in England was, in some degres, free from the

charges he had brought againstit. And what were those charges ¢

That we were disloyal, irreligious, and conspiring to overturn all

sacred and settled institutions! This book made a great im-

pression ; but that impression ia removed. And how! By

these books which lie before me! [Great cheering as the Rev.

Brother then held up splendidly bound copies of Dr. Oliver’s

Masonic Works.] These have dissipated for ever the accusations

brought against our Craft. Disloyal/ Why, at the very moment

when Professor Robison published his book, who were the heads
of our Order ? The chivalrous Earl of Moira, George Prince of

Wales, and Edward Duke of Kent! Disloyal/ Was not George

ihe Fourth our Grand Master! Was not William the Fourth

our Brother and Patron ! Our last Grand Master was a Royal

Duke. The Duke of York was one of the Brotherhood. The

King of Hanoveris a Freemason! Would all these princes have

belouged to a disloyal society? Are we conspirators to over-

throw settled institutions? Who is the present head of the
army? The Duke of Wellington ¢ Ay, the Duke of Wellington
is a Freemason! Are we irreligious? The Archbishop of Can-
terbury, the Primate of all England, is a Freemason, and was
once Master of a Bristol Lodge! But I need not pursue these
points ; but sure I am that neither I nor my Rev. Brothers near
me would be present were it possible to bring any such charges
to bear against us. These facts, and above all these books, have
set our order in its true light. And who wrote these books {

Our friend and Brother and guest, whom we are now assembled

to honour | They are the witnesses to his exertions—they are the

vouchers for his services. Our Brother Goodacre has aptly
alluded to the spreading of Masoanry in the East, and, ivdeed.
over the world. Wherever our principles have gone, thither
also has passed the name of Dr. Oliver, the historian and the
sage of Masonry; and contributions to this offering from the
distant climes prove in some measure that his labours are not
unrecognized.”

*.* See the end of this Volume for a list of Dr. Oliver's Works on

Freemasonry.
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Indeed if I had not been fully impressed with a con-
viction that these Lectures would be both useful and
entertaining, nothing should have induced me to
publish them.

It too often happens that when an intelligent
Brother proposes to deliver an original Lecture in a
Freemasons’ Lodge, he forms an incorrect estimate
of the extent of his hearers’ patience ; and, by in-
flicting on them a prosaic homily on some abstruse
metaphysical subject of an hour or upwards in length,
i surpriged to find that, instead of interesting them
by a series of appropriate illustrations, he has only
succeeded in mesmerizing their faculties and indis-
posing them for a repetition of the experiment. To
avoid this tedious error, I have limited these Lectures
to an average duration of ten minutes ; and by intro-
ducing subjects that are familiar to the Craft, and
exhibiting them in a novel point of view, I trust that
mstead of fatiguing the mind they will prove an
agreeable relaxation.

I have no doubt, my dear friends, but many of '
you when occupying the Chair of a Lodge have oc-
casionally felt some slight degree of embarrassment
from the trivial circumstance of having ten minutes
or a quarter of an hour on your hands, in the absence
of business, which you have been at a loss how to
dispose of. An eloquent man would meet the diffi-
culty by an off-hand explanation of any one of the
numerous symbols by which he is surrounded. But
all our W. Masters are not eloquent, nor do the most
fluent speakers always make the best rulers of a
Lodge of Masons. And I have long been convinced
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that any expedient which would tend to relieve the
vacuity of that brief period would be accepted by the
fraternity as an inestimable boon; for it is a true
though trite axiom in Masonry, that ¢ a good Master
will always keep his workmen fully employed.”

During the time of my protracted Mastership, I
occupied the attention of the Lodge on such occa-
sions by delivering short written Essays on the more
obscure portions of the Ritual ; and they were not
merely listened to with attention, but were much
admired as an enlivening variation in the routine
forms of our (so-called) Liodge Lectures, although it
must be borne in mind that long after the revival in
1717 the catechisms were not denominated Lectures,
but Ezaminations, which indeed is the more appro-
priate designation,

The following pages contain several of these
labours of love, as I wused to esteem them,
some of which were delivered half a century ago,
thus quintupling the Latin poet’s injunction to keep
your manuscript nine years in & private drawer for
the purpose of forming an accurate judgment of its
merits. Others have been occasionally added at dif-
ferent periods for the accommodation of friends, until
the collection has swelled into a volume, which I
have now the pleasure of offering for your acceptance
as a Treasury of Masonic lore, which may be satis-
factorily referred to as a legitimate medium for ac-
quiring a competent knowledge of its mysteries.

As many Lodges of Instruction are held weekly,
I have extended the number of Lectures to fifty-two,
that the Masters may be furnished with an original



viii PREFATORY ADDRESS

dissertation on some portion of the Ritual for every
meeting throughout the year. And on some occa-
sions I have thought it expedient to connect my
gubject with the Toasts or Charges used by our
Brethren of the last century at the close of each
section of the Lecture or Examination, because they
constitute a compendium of the prevailing sentiment
contained in the passage dilated on by the W. Master,
and form together a brief but genuine exponent of
the real principles of unadulterated Masonry.

At a regular Lodge one of these Lectures may be
profitably substituted in lieu of the ordinary work on
certain evenings specially appropriated to the pur-
pose, pursuant to notice at the preceding Lodge, or
an announcement in the summons that every Brother
may be prepared to express his view of any particular
point or subject on which it treats in a subsequent
discussion, where all differences of opinion may be
freely ventilated. This will constitute a rational
source of amusement, and not devoid of instruction
in a society ostensibly devoted to a search after
truth. And it is an exercise that cannot fail to
strengthen the reasoning powers, to improve the
judgment, and adorn the mind ; for there is scarcely
any subject which may be propounded that will not
elicit a diversity of opinions, and thus become a
froitful topic of friendly debate.

You will perceive that, in accordance with the
graduated climax of the Ritual, I have arranged my
materials in a septenary form. The First PARrT con-
tains seven Lectures on the elemeptary principles
of Masonry, which every Brother, who is ambitious
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of becoming “ a bright Mason,” ought to understand
before he ventures to explore the symbolic or scien-
tific teaching of the Order. These comprise the Con-
stitntions, Charges, Landmarks, and Triads. The
ConsrituTrons have already been fully exemplified
in the “ Institutes of Masonic Jurisprudence,” pub-
lished a few years ago, to which I refer the curious
reader.

A knowledge of the ANCIENT CHARGES was always
esteemed of such importance, that before the union of
Ancient and Modern Masonry the Masters of Lodges
were directed to rehearse a portion of them at the
opening and closing, according to the constant prac-
tice of antiquity, which ought never to be neglected
in our regular assemblies.

The LaNpMARKS of Speculative Masonry have, in
theory, been pronounced unalterable; and a proviso
to that effect is found in the Constitutions of every
Grand Lodge under the sun ; but in practice a com-
petent authority asserts that ‘‘we must enter our
protest against the monstrous position that any
attempts either to renovate the laws which have been
suffered to lapse into abeyance, or to remodel the
system 80 as to render it more in accordance with
time and circamstances, is unconstitutional and dis-
loyal ;—whereas it is nosuch thing ; and the position
so taken up by those who are not desirous of health-
ful changes ought to be condemned. The sponta-
neous activity which has given new birth to things
appears, like a Masonic avater, of a joyous character.
It will rightly interpret doubtful matters; will give
to power its just prerogative, and to the faltering

a3
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Freemagon a lesson of kindness ; for it is undeniable
that the possession of power is but a stewardship held
in trust for the benefit of all.” (F. Q. R.) And our
jurists have laid it down as a sound principle that
‘“ all human laws admit of an equitable construction,
and may be superseded in cases of necessity, or when
the observance of them is attended with such great
inconveniences as the lawmaker himeelf, if he could
have foreseen, would probably have accepted.”

The late Grand Master appears to have enter-
tained these opinions, as will be seen in the third
Lecture. 8Still, my dear Brethren, I would ask
whether you do not think that it would be more
satisfactory to have no prohibitory law recorded in
the Constitutions, than to shock the feelings of the
Craft by tampering with it, as occasion may serve,
to answer any temporary purpose? The cause and
effect do not appear to be reciprocal; the former
being generally trifling and unimportant, and the
latter a direct ahandonment of principle. If the
Landmarks are to be preserved from innovation, it is
the duty of every Grand Lodge, as I conceive (and
I express my opinion with humble submission to the
better judgment of those right worshipful bodies),
firmly to resist every demonstration which may have
such a purpose in view, by refusing to tolerate fanci-
ful speculations that exhibit even a remote tendency
to shake the grand pillar of Masonic law ; for it
would be a more dignified act in a Grand Lodge
to rescind a rule than to be a party to its habitual
violation. Our traditional Grand Master Solomon
predicates that ‘it is better not to vow than mnot to
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keep your vows;” and in like manner we may say
that it would be better to have no laws than to suffer
them to be broken with impunity.

It is probable, however, that our rulers entertain
the same caution about Landmarks, which is held by
legists respecting the privileges of Parliament. *If,”
they say, ““all the privileges of Parliament were once
to be set down and ascertained, and no privilege to
be allowed but what was 8o defined and determined,
it were eagy for the executive power to devise some
new case not within the line of privilege, and under
pretence thereof to harass any refractory member
and violate the freedom of discussion. The dignity
and independence of the two Houses are, therefore,
in 8 great measure preserved by keeping their privi-
leges indefinite.”

In this preliminary portion of the work I have
prominently brought forward an appropriate element,
which, although it pervades the entire framework of
Masonry, and is absolutely essential to the perfect
understanding of its genuine tenets, is scarcely men-
tioned in the Ritual, and seldom alluded to in the
Lodge: I mean the Tr1ap. This peculiarity I have,
therefore, succinctly explained in the sixth and
geventh Lectures.

The elementary principles of the Order having
been thus disposed of, our next inquiry necessarily
relates to the nature, properties, and privileges of a
Lodge, and accordingly these points form the subject
of the SEcoNp PARrT, and are illustrated in seven
Lectures, beginning with its consecration by three
Grand Offerings, explaining its triad characteristic



xii PREFATORY ADDRESS

of Just—Perfect—Regular, and closing the division
by placing it under the superintendence of its Ruler.

When the sacred character of the Lodge has been
satisfactorily exemplified, we naturally pass on to
the work performed within its precincts ; the most
important part of which is the admission of candi-
dates into the Order. This always is or ought to be
performed with due solemnity, and a strict attention
to the conditions prescribed by the laws of Masonry
for the qualification and reception of an aspirant.
Hence the TAIrD PART, which occupies eight Lec-
tures, will explain these important requisites with
characteristic minuteness.

The Fourta PaRT contains five Lectures, and
exhibits the candidate as matriculated, and stand-
ing on the floor of the Lodge in a posture perfectly
erect and square ; his body being typical of mental
integrity, and the position of his lower extremities
indicating the anticipated rectitude of his actions, as
o practical exemplification of the precepts which are
promulgated from the Chair of the Lodge. Here the
working tools are brought into requisition, and their
operative and speculative use and application clearly
demonstrated, while the duties and responsibilities of
an exoteric acolyte, as well as the moral and Masonic
virtues of his station, are fully explained. He per-
ceives some faint traces of an universal language,
and is placed as a corner-stone of the edifice to
imbibe the emanations of Wisdom, which stream in
brilliant coruscations from the genuine source of
Light and Trath.

The Firru Parr, containing six Lectures, is
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devoted to the communication of such knowledge as
is absolutely essential to every well-disposed Brother
who wishes for advancement in the Order. The
interior contents of the Lodge are discussed, and
the Jewels, Points, and Luminaries are brought
before the eye in bright and lively colours. In a
word, this part will be found to contain a lucid
exposition of what is denominated the Masonic
Trasel, Trestle, or Tracing-board, on which the
candidate ought to pass a satisfactory examination
before he is entitled to claim admission to the step
of a Fellow-craft, which forms the staple of the
ensuing Part, and produces ten Lectures.

Now, before I proceed with my explanation of
the analysis, it may be useful to observe that at
the present day many intelligent Brethren entertain
gome misgivings respecting the actual number of
Masonic degrees which originally existed in the
speculative science. I have, therefore, thought it
expedient to open my SrxTH PART with an historical
inquiry into this disputed subject, which will pro-
bably throw some light on the qumstio vezata of
Masonic antiquity, and place the Order on its proper
basis as a scientific institution. It will also appear
from the Lectures which form this portion of the
work, that there existed amongst our Brethren in
the last century two discordant opinions on the origin
of the Pass-word, one party making it a triad and
the other a dyad—both being founded on real oc-
currences in Jewish history. These discrepancies I
have impartially examined, as well as sundry tradi-
tions on cognate subjects, which, even at the begin-
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ning of the present century, amused some imagina-
tive Brethren, whose wisdom was eclipsed by their
credulity, and whose curiosity blinded their judgment.

A few of these traditionary puerilities, including
exercitations on the coffin of Adam, the pillar of
Noah, the rod of Moses, the Lodges of Solomon,
the chief foundation-stone of the Temple, the pre-
cious stones with which it was decorated, the cost
of the edifice, the daily wages of the masons, the
marriage of H. A. B, &c. &c., I have omitted alto-
gether, for I cannot consent that Freemasonry should
be accounted a gigantic myth. The days are come
when the Real must supersede the Ideal. Trath
cannot always be at a discount amongst us, nor
Fable the acknowledged basis of the system. To be
accepted and esteemed by the outer world, Free-
masonry must, ez mecessitate rei, renounce its inde-
fensible theories, and trust its celebrity to the
firm and immovable pillar of unquestionable and
unquestioned verity. The ground must be cut from
under the quibbling cowan, and he must be made
to know and confess that his objections are nothing
better than “ the baseless fabric of a vision.” The
Masonry of the past must be purified from all fabu-
lous relics of a superstitious age, that the residuum
may be beautifully and transparently bright and
clear.

Such a reform, however, can only be produced by
the action of Grand Lodge. Individual interfer-
ence would be equally illegal and ineffective. On-
‘ward is the watchword, and all attempts at retro-
gression must be for ever abandoned. We have
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the good fortune to live in an age where the slow
coach has been superseded by the rapid transit of
the railway train, and the feeble glimmer which
satisfied our forefathers has given way to the bril-
liant jets of gas which illuminate our dwellings and
public thoroughfares. Wherever we turn our eyes,
we see developed the most striking symptoms of
progress in all earthly pursuits, and Freemasonry
must not lag behind. The prosy essayist and the
stupid bigot must be disarmed, and Masonry ac-
counted & religious as well as a moral institution.
Not a religion—but decidedly impregnated with the
purest Christian ethics.

Other traditions, invested with somewhat greater
probability, were adopted by our ancient Brethren,
because they were founded chiefly on real events in
Scripture history, although sadly perverted by Tal-
mudical dreamings. They amused our great-grand-
fathers ; but their day is past. We live in a period
of scientific research and mathematical demonstra-
tion, which has opened the eyes of mankind to the
truth. The glitter of these fables has led to their
detection ; and, in common with many other super-
stitious observances, are dismissed from the Ritual
and well-nigh forgotten.

‘In announcing these opinions, it may be that
many worthy Brethren will differ with me. I cannot
help it. Nor do I quarrel with any one for an
honest ‘expression of his sentiments, provided it be
done in a candid and brotherly manner, unaccom-
panied by the bitterness of party feeling, and purely
with a view of eliciting truth. Non omnia possu-
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mus omnes. 1 have recorded my belief freely and
faithfully, after an experience of more thau half a
century, and an intimate acquaintance with the
minatis of the system, as practised not only before
the union, but at the present day ; and, as an octo-
genarian, I trust I am correct in predicating that
the removal of opinions thus matured is an occur-
rence very unlikély to happen.

The unexplained traditions above alluded to
have inclined the outer world to class Freemasonry
with the tales of ‘“faerie land,” or the goblin stories
of Baron Grimm, which is a grievous mistake ; for
it is in reality a beautiful system, veiled indeed in
allegory, but including a morality, indicated and
illustrated by a series of significant symbols, which
the present volume is intended to exemplify. Let
the anti-Mason read it attentively, and how inve-
terate soever his prejudices against the institu-
tion may have been, if he possess a moderate share
of candour, he will speedily renounce them, and
perfect his knowledge by enrolling his name under
- the banner of the fraternity. To return to our
analysia.

Having explained the grand Triad of the inter-
mediate grade, viz., the Pillars of the Porch, the
Winding Staircase, and the Middle Chamber, I pass
on to PArT SEVEN, which, in nine Lectures, illus-
trates the sublime ne plus witra of the Order.

Unfortunately, we are staggered on the threshold
by a stambling-block relating to the antiquity of the
Third Degree, which crosses our path and creates
considerable embarrassment. Its remote origin, as well
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as the genuineness of its legend, have been questions
sub judice with more than one generation of Masons,
and several irreconcileable opinions have been im-
provised towards a solution of the problem.

I entertain considerable doubts whether the Masons
of the sixteenth century knew anything about a
third degree founded on the legend of H. A. B.;
and, in the 44th Lecture, I have given my reasons
seriatim for adopting this opinion ; although it
must be confessed that the subject is surrounded
with difficulties, not only because our peculiar insti-
tutions have been transmitted orally, but also becanse
thero is a want of uniformity in the practice of
existing Grand Lodges on many of the details. For
ingtance, the traditions respecting the lost word,
the sprig of cassia, the names of the conspirators,
the fatal weapons, the doors of the Temple, &ec. &ec.,
are by no means uniform in different countries, and
their correction and reconciliation have furnished
me with subjects of interesting inquiry. And there
are other discrepancies which I do not even allude
to here, becausc my prefatory address has already
extended to a greater length than I originally
designed. I shall merely observe further, that in
the part under our notice I have introduced the per-
fected aspirant into the Master’s Lodge by its three
legitimate steps, have explained its legend, orna-
ments, and hieroglyphics, and pointed out the Great
Moral which is finally deduced from the allegorical
teaching of Masonry.

You will also observe, my dear Brethren, that I
have passed over without notice some few minor
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details contained in the routine Lectures; for the
Ritual, as revised in 1814 by the Lodge of Recon-
ciliation, is so comprehensive that it would require
volumes to elucidate every point, part, and secret
which it contains ; to say nothing of the prohibition
that debars the publicity of certain portions of our
ineffable mysteries, which can only be legitimately
referred to in a tyled Lodge. Being, however, under
no specific restrictions in the composition of these
Lectures, I have not hesitated to expatiate on
many subjects in a more free and perfect manner
than would have been consistent in my former work
on Masonic Jurisprudence, of which this may be
considered as a practical application. ForTUNE
CRTERA MANDO.

Believe me to be,
My dear Brethren,
Ever faithfully yours,
To the end of my Masonic career,

GEORGE OLIVER.

Easraate, LiNcoLy :
November, 1862.
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