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PUBLISHERS’ NOTE.

——ris ——

THIS posthumous work by the late Rev. G.
"OLiver, D.D,, so widely and deservedly known
by his numerous Masonic writings, is printed
verbatim et literatim from his hitherto unpub-
lished MS.

The opinion of several distinguished Free-
masons, competent to advise in such a matter,
was, that the work should not be revised, added
to, nor in any way altered. This opinion has
been the more confidently acted upon, as the
MS. bears evidence of having been very care-
fully revised by the Doctor’s own hand, and
there is his own statement to the effect, that
both the plan and treatment of the book had
been well matured.

LoxpoN, November 1875.






ADVERTISEMENT.

————

THE plan of the following work was originated in
1840, and the greater part of it written during the
same year; but other occupations of a more press-
ing nature intervening, it was laid aside in an
unfinished state, and forgotten. Having recently
been exhumed from amongst the disjecta membra
of a chest of neglected papers, I felt sufficiently
interested to give it a careful examination, and
found it, with some trifling emendations and cor-
rections, not unworthy of being made public for
the edification of the Craft. In this avowal, it will
be seen that I have some confidence in my own
Jjudgment ; which Ishould doubtless have prudently
withheld, if I had not the authority of a sound

and able critic for my guide. Horace directs
‘ “ 8i quid tamen olim
Seripseris, . . . nonumgque prematur in annum,

Membranis intus positis, delere licebit
Quod non edideris.”

If, therefore, this great poet considered nine



viil ADVERTISEMENT.

years a sufficient period to enable an author to
judge correctly respecting the merits of his own
productions, I may surely, without the imputation
of vanity, claim the same privilege after a lapse
of more than double that period.

The work, however, must speak for itself. It
embraces a great variety of subjects, many of
which have excited doubts, and some, controversy.
The reader will find them discussed fairly and
impartially ; and it is hoped that the results will
be sufficiently intelligible to secure the approval
of all candid and impartial Brethren. Discrepan-
cies in Masonic work are of common occurrence in
many of our Lodges, and it will not be esteemed
8 supererogatory labour to reconcile them with
each other by a process that may remove difficulties,
and explain apparent contradictions in a reasonable
and satisfactory manner.

GEO. OLIVER.
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4 THE DISCREPANCIES OF FREEMASONRY.

topography, or boating, or antiquities, or any
other kindred metaphysical or practical study,
what would become of agriculture, trade, commerce,
or the mechanical arts by which our worldly’wants
are supplied ? And, on the other hand, if mechanics
or any handicraft employment formed the univer-
sal bent of human predilections, the ideas of man-
kind would be chained to the earth, and have ne
scope for those intellectual meditations which are
afforded by the refinements of science.

We all ride our respective hobbies ; and so long
as we do not cross and jostle each other, but
pursue our course with a steady and sober pace,
society will be benefited by the arrangement.
The learned chemist must not turn up his nose at
the eloquent preacher, nor the political economist
despise the more humble Freemason, because each
and all are fulfilling their peculiar destination,
and working out, by a simultaneous movement,
those beneficent purposes which the Author of
all good has designed for the universal benefit of
His creatures.

““You are an enthusiast in Freemasonry,”
said a friend, It is admitted; and what then?
Faraday as an enthusiast in chemistry, Tennyson
in poetry, Napier in war, and Palmerston in
statecraft ;—would any one of these censure me
for puerility, or’ would they allow me to ride my
hobby in peace? Which of them would cast the
first stone? I do not condemn my friend the
agriculturist, after he has failed thrice on as many
good farms, for becoming & theorist and instruct-
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ing others to do what he has signally proved him-
self incapable of effecting in his own person;
because every practical farmer will judge for him-
gelf, and will scarcely be prevailed on to follow the
directions of such a teacher, if they differ widely
from the results of his own experience. I do not
condemn the politician for fixing his eye with a
steady and undeviating gaze on the sweets of
office, because his enthusiasm cannot fail to re-
dound to the good of his country in some shape
or other. Let all those, therefore, who consider
Freemasonry a trivial and frivolous pursuit, apply
the same rule to me, and I ask no more; for I
consider it to be a science as well entitled to the
application of a leisure hour, as many others
which are honoured by the world with a more
exalted estimation.

One cogent reason why Freemasonry is so little
known amongst mankind, consists in the difficulty
of entering on a full and explicit explanation of
those portions of the system which expediency
requires gshould be kept secret. It is founded on
leges mon scripte, and its most arcane divisions
are necessarily transmitted orally. Our brethren
of the last century entertained such a nervous
dread of any improper exposure, that successive
Grand Lodges prohibited, as far as their power
would justify, the publication of any works on the
subject, and assigned this reason for the policy :—

¢ That considering the flourishing state of our
Lodges, where regular instruction and suitable
exercises are ever ready for all brethren who
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zealously aspire to improve in Masonical know-
ledge, new publications are unnecessary on &
gubject which books cannot teach. Indeed, the
temptations to authorship have effected a strange
revolution of sentiments since the year 1720,
when even ancient manuscripts were destroyed,
to prevent their appearance in a printed Book of
Constitutions ! for the principal materials in this
very work, then so much dreaded, have since been
retailed in a variety of forms, to give consequence
to fanciful productions that might have been safely
withheld, without sensible injury either to the
fraternity, or to the literary reputation of writers.’

This prohibition has, however, been wisely
removed, and both the late and present Grand
Masters have given the high sanction of their
names to publications on Masonry which have
effected a wonderful reformation in the Order, and
conferred upon it & new and more estimable posi-
tion in the opinion of mankind. Numerous mis-
conceptions have been removed, objections refuted,
popular errors exploded; and a gentleman may
now avow himself to be a Mason, without being
subjected to the sarcastic censure of his enemies,
or the ridicule of his friends.

Still, the explanation of Freemasonry, as a per-
fect science, is difficult of execution, from the bar
which is imposed on the conscience of every
initiated person. Some things necessarily appear
dark and uncertain, because of the noli me tangere
which is placed upon them. The terms which

1 Noorth. Const., p. 347, n.



FREEMASONRY AS A PERFECT SCIENCE. 7

enlighten the Craft are unintelligible to the
cowan. The world cannot understand a proposi-
tion which may be familiar to the fraternity. And
yet, even the latter, unless they have devoted their
time and attention to the subject, will frequently
find themselves wanting when certain truths are
propounded that the accomplished Mason easily
comprehends.

It is true there are many intricate passages in
the system of Freemasonry that are calculated
to embarrass the most zealous and indefatigable
student, and to deter a superficial reasoner from
pursuing an investigation which abounds with
difficulties that appear to be insuperable, Many
of these stumbling-blocks, however, are only ima-
ginary, and arise from the common error of mis-
taking the ideal for the real.

Freemasonry is avowedly a symbolical institu-
tion ; and it requires a tolerably correct insight
into its nature and properties, and an intimate
acquaintance with its arcane machinery, to enable
any one to determine the true interpretation of
its mysterious facts and doctrines, and to dis-
tinguish what is simply intended to be an emblem
or type of some hidden and sublime mystery,
from that which is to be accepted as the literal
and grammatical meaning of the words in which
the fact or doctrine is clothed.

It will not appear to be a very high recom-
mendation of Masonry, when we admit that the
most eminent and learned Brothers differ toto calo
on the interpretation of some of our most recondite
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propositions. But this does not in reality impugn
the integrity of the general system, or detract, in
the slightest degree, from its utility or excellence;
because, if the validity of such an argument were
admitted, the truth of our most holy religion
might also, on the same principles, be called in
question; for no differences of opinion on Masonic
subjects are at all comparable to those which exist
respecting the terms and conditions of salvation,
although they are all founded on a Gospel that con-
tains the pure and unadulterated fountain of truth.

The exception confirms the rule. - Freemasonry,
according to the definition promulgated amongst
the Craft by the authority and under the sanction -
of our present Grand Lodge, is ¢‘ a beautiful sys-
tem of morality, veiled in allegory, and illustrated
by symbols.” Now these very terms exemplify
the nature of the institution, and rationally ac-
count for the diversity of opinions which exist
amongst the Craft; serving at the same time to
excite the energies and stimulate  the curiosity of
those brethren who possess sufficient perseverance
to trace with patient assiduity effects to their
causes ; and to investigate truths which are veiled
in allegory, by applying the only key which is
capable of illustrating them, viz., the interpreta-
tion of symbols.

No institution can be essentially damaged by
any differences of opinion that may exist amongst
its members ; because they do not usually originate
so much from a defect in the constitution of the
society, as from the imperfection of the human
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mind. The friends of Job intended to give him
consolation under his infirmities and privations,
but they failed for this very reason, that they
viewed his afflictions through a false medium, and
consequently entertained an opinion on the cause
of his sufferings which was hostile to the truth,
Thus being led astray, their intended words of
comfort became a reproach; and they sinned
against God while they firmly believed they were
magnifying His perfections. So feeble is the
mind of man when attempting to grasp the dis-
pensations of the Most High!

The system of Freemasonry undoubtedly con-
tains anomalies, difficulties, and inaccuracies,
which appear to be insurmountable; and some
of the discrepancies have been repeated and
dilated on with such pertinacity for a series of
years, that great multitudes of the fraternity be-
lieve them to be indubitable facts ; and are ready
to gird up their loins in their defence, whenever
they find a brother bold enough to question their
integrity. Some of these antiquated senilities are
absurd, and others are not only antagonistic to
the truth, but absolutely irreconcilable with it.
This argument is not urged for the purpose of
extenuating any peculiar imperfection in the Craft,
because no human institution is without its de-
fects ; but to evince what inconsistences the mind
of man may be induced to embrace by reiterations
frequently repeated ex cathedrd, and never by any
chance impugned; as a continual dropping of
water will penetrate the hardest marble.
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Under these circumstances, it is conceived that
an attempt to harmonise the conflicting passages
in our Lectures, where it is possible, and to ex-
plain them when really irreconcilable, will be an
acceptable service to the Order, for which all
Jjudicious brethren will dounbtless be grateful; for
the day has arrived when Freemasonry must either
show itself on a par with other scientific com-
munities, or degenerate in the scale of social in-
stitutions, and take its place beside the Odd-
Fellows, Foresters, and other societies which, in
reality, are more effective for the prompt and
permanent mitigation of human suffering than our
own, because they are differently constituted, and
embrace a more accurately defined principle of
relief. If Freemasonry be not scientific, it is—
what I once heard predicated of it by a learned
and wealthy barrister, a M.P. and provincial
Grand Master to boot—¢ nothing better than a
gross imposition and a worthless humbug !

The attentive brother may, it is true, find in the
Lectures, as they are periodically delivered in our
Lodges, much to admire, and much to engage his
attention, to employ his mind, and to interest his
feelings ; but he ought to obtain something more
than this, or the high fee has been paid in vain.
He requires some information and advice which
will make him a wiser and a better man ; and this
he will find in many of our most efficient Lodges,
if his good fortune shall have directed him right
in the selection; although this is only a matter
of choice in the metropolis and other large towns ;
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for in small country places he must perforce take
his Lodge as he finds it, because the Constitutions
of Masonry leave him little option of initiation
elsewhere,

We are continually hearing complaints of
anomalies which no one endeavours to reconcile
or explain, under the impression that they are
absolutely inexplicable, and that all attempts to
render them distinctly intelligible would be use-
less. Tf I were to insert all the letters I have
received on the subject of Masonic difficulties,
with my replies, the contents would fill a
moderately-sized volume. Still the system goes
on without improvement, and men submit to
the propagation of error because some are indif-
ferent, and others are not agreed about the
correct mode of rectifying it, This was the
opinion of Bro. Gilkes; but though he effected
some slight revision of the Lectures, he did not
possess sufficient moral courage to touch the
main points of difficulty, and allowed them to
slide on without amendment. He was a modest
man—doubtful of his influence, and uncertain
whether his attempts at a reform in the system
would be taken in good part by the authorities,
whom he was nervously fearful of offending ;
although he might have justly concluded, that
any suggestion for the correction of errors or
the adjustment of doubts, urged with humility
and firmness, would have been met with a spirit
of approval by Grand Lodge, and of gratulation
by the fraternity at large.
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The times in which we live are fortunately
distinguished by & general education of the
people. Thus the tone of society is raised, a
habit of thinking implanted in the mind, which
was unknown half a century ago to a vast
proportion of our countrymen; and this induces
them to hesitate, and inquire, and examine,
before they receive doubtful assertions in lieu of
actual facts, or permit the substitution of specious
arguments for sound and healthy doctrines. The
day is rapidly passing away when such delusions
can be practised with safety. Nothing short of
accurate historical truth will be found to satisfy
the coming generation; and if Freemasonry is
to survive to the close of the present century,
and not to be referred to in the year 1900 as
a forgotten tradition, it must be effectually
weeded of its errors.

Barruel, at the conclusion of the last century,
pronounced it to be “a war against Christ and
His altars; against kings and their thrones ; hating
Christ and His religion, detesting all sovereignty
and power, except that of the people.” And the
edict of the Archbishop of Malta, issued in
the year 1843, reiterates the hateful charge.
He asserts, that * Freemasonry is a teacher of
impiety, confounding light and darkness, a dis-
turber of all rule and order ; whose members have
no veneration for religion, no esteem jfor authority
ecclesiastical or civil, and at war with all that
can render human Society homourable, happy, and
tranguil.” If this vile character is not to be
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confirmed—if it is to be proved false and ground-
less—fact must take the place of fiction, and
legend be replaced by historic verity.

Nor would it be amiss to inquire what benefit
we derive by retaining faults which ought to have
been exploded years ago. How they passed
through the ordeal of Dunckerley and Preston
it would be difficult to say; but it is evident
that they still remain to deform the system,
and leave it open to the attacks of the cowan
and anti-mason, without furnishing the means
of defence ;—for, in fact, they cannot be vindi-
cated either by argument or credible testimony.
At the revival in 1717, the philosophy. of the
Order was seldom congidered, and our facetious
brethren did not think it worth their while to
raise any question respecting the validity of our
legends ; nor did they concern themselves much
about the proofs of our traditions. Their
principal object was to pass a pleasant hour in
company with a select assemblage of brethren;
and that purpose being attained, they waived
all inquiry into the truth or probability of
either the one or the other. :

But this passive indifference is not adapted
to the present enlightened era. The newly-
initiated brother requires full information on
all subjects which are brought under his notice,
and demands a valid reason for the deductions
which are pressed upon him from the Chair as
the infallible dictates of truth. And if proofs
and evidences be not forthcoming, he turns
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away in disgust, and pronounces Freemasonry
to be an imposition altogether unworthy of
notice. This occurs, it is true, but seldom :
yet, as intelligence increases, it will become very
prevalent, and the science will undoubtedly
suffer from the negligence of its administrators,
if they allow ambiguities to exist which might
be so easily removed.

By the articles of war, it is an unpardonable
offence in a commander to occasion a wilful
destruction of life by defending an untenable
position. And the principle that dictated this
humane law is perfectly just and conservative.
In such a dangerous position are those persons
placed who strive to maintain what they consider
to be the integrity of Freemasonry, with all the
errors which a succession of dark and super-
stitious ages have accumulated on its head—
fact and doctrine equally untenable; the former
at variance with Scripture, the latter at issue
with reason, and both irreconcilable with historic -
teaching.

The inevitable question again recurs—Shall we
rectify or retain them? The old laws of Masonry
are averse to any change. Alter not the ancient
Landmarks. This decisive sentence has been
pronounced ex cathedra by our Grand Lodge on
every revision of the Constitutions. But what if
the ancient Landmarks be erroneous or untenable ?
The Grand Lodge has virtnally, though not offi-
cially, pronounced an adverse fiat on the subject,
by actually altering several old Landmarks which
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appeared to stand in the way of improvement, and
the adaptation of ancient Masonry to modern re-
quirements. A precedent, which ought not to be
overlooked when the further advancement. of the
Order to meet the demands of an improved system
of education, and a more acute state of the human
intellect, is contemplated ; and it is greatly to be
regretted that the Lodge of Reconciliation omitted,
at the same time, to effect a compléte reform, by
weeding the science of all its anomalies, and re-
conciling its apparent contradictions.

It will not be an overstrained supposition to
predicate, that special pleading may be successfully
arrayed against this line of argument. It may be
urged that the system of Freemasonry is unalter-
able—the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever—
that to change its substance would destroy its
essence—that the ancient Landmarks have not
been defined with sufficient distinctness—and that
any alteration of its constituent parts would defeat
its integrity as a whole, and then it would become
a new order, and its ancient denomination as a
Freemasonic society would be swallowed up and
lost.

But such arguments are simply delusive. The
same might' have been said—and we believe was
said—Dby the old chemists, when the first intima-
tion of the power of steam and gas was made public.
The improvements in one department of chemistry
formed a basis for the extension of others, and the
science, a8 now known and practised, would excite
the astonishment and admiration of Bacon, Avi-
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cenna, Geber, Lully, andall the sages who hoped
by its assistance to become masters of the philoso-
pher’s stone or the elixir of life. But the acquisitions
of chemistry were far beyond their reach; and the
most famous chemists and alchemists of antiquity
would run mad with delight, if they could rise
from their graves and witness the scientific experi-
ments of a Liebig or a Faraday. '

Again, have the sciences of medicine, electricity,
politics, or agriculture, forfeited their distinctive
character by modern improvements? Have they
degenerated in the estimation of mankind ? Or, on
the contrary, have they not risen higher in public
opinion ? Are they not more courted, more praised,
more honoured, and more highly regarded by all
classes of the community? Undoubtedly they are.
And in like manner, if Freemasonry were relieved
of the weight that keeps it down—if its fictions
were banished and replaced by truth—if its symboli-
cal fables were correctly interpreted, Freemasonry
would become & mirror to reflect an honourable and
honest man.

Can any brother, under these circumstances,
render a valid reason why the Order has been con-
signed to an inactive existence for the last fifty
years? Does any one know why it has stood still
for such an extended period? Or, if not actually
quiescent, at least why it has been solely indebted
to subordinate means for its slow and reluctant
advancement in this country? Have the Lodges
increased in numbers during the above period?
They would have multiplied tenfold if the exten-
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sion of the system, and its adaptation to the grow-
ing intelligence of the people, had beea promoted
and encouraged by authority, after the example
of the United States. The wonderful increase of
mechanics’ institutions and reading-rooms is a
type of what Freemasonry would have been, if our
rulers had given the impulse to its literary aug-
mentation, and accorded a public expression of
their disinterested favour to every brother who has
contributed to its advancement. But it is to be
feared that a monopoly of patronage and honours
will continue to be heaped on those who are averse
to any improvement either in doctrine, discipline,
ceremonies, or detail; and would keep us system-
atically peddling in the dark and dismal regions
of ignorance and routine.

But the day will undoubtedly come, when the
fraternity, with a voice not to be resisted, will
clamour for a change from worse to better—from
words to things—from profession to action; and
will succeed in effecting it too. Men will not
always remain satisfied with the same dull round,
like a blind horse in a mill, confined in trammels
which he can neither alter nor destroy. As in-
telligence increases, the inspiration will illaminate
the masses, and the brethren will unite to burst
the bonds which at present limit their inquiries,
and be indeed Free. They will enforce their
claims to the prerogative of self-judgment, and no
longer endure the debasement of being Freemasons
only in name. As it has been observed on another

occasion, there can be no doubt but we shall have
B
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to wait for the result; and when it comes, it will
probably assume a form of grandeur and compre-
hensiveness which has never been anticipated. All
experience has shown that there is no such sub-
division in the domains of genius as in the work-
shops of mechanical art. When the inspiration
once comes down, it lights many kindred studies.
When the Greek had attained the idea of beauty,
he carried it out in everything. His poetry, his
philosophy, his temples, his statues, his language,
his very dress, could not but be beautiful. We
might almost venture to say, that there never
was that sudden burst of genius which constitutes
what is called an Augustan era, without the light
penetrating into every corner of the human mind.

Progress was the sacred dictum of the Creator,
when this teeming world was formed out of chaos.
The first inhabitants sought out caves and hollow
trees to shelter themselves from the inclemency
of the weather. As mankind advanced in know-
ledge and experience, these cheerless dens were
exchanged for wattled huts covered with turf; in
other words, caves constructed by art; but how
many ages of gradual intellectual improvement did
it require before the Freemasons were able to bring
to perfection the fanes of Greece and Rome, or
the more chaste and elaborate productions of
Christian architecture with which our ancient bre-
thren have dignified and adorned the European
cities? From the creation to the present time, the
works of nature and art have exhibited a uniform
scene of constant progression.
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The life of the vegetable creation is limited to
the brightest part of the year. During the whole
of that period, it continues in a state of regular
transition, From the bud to the leaf; from the
leaf to the flower ; then the nascent fruit ripening
gradually to perfection. And when all the ends
of its existence are accomplished, it yields to the
universal fiat of nature and expires; to be re-
newed again with a renovated world. Nor is man
exempt from the same gradual regeneration. The
newly-born infant possesses no consciousness. It
can neither think nor speak. As it advances in
years, the intellect becomes developed ; but much
training is necessary before it attains its utmost
limit. Indeed, the life of man is one continued
effort to improve his mental powers; and by a
series of progressive steps to advance towards that
final point which can only be improved by an
entrance, through the gates of death, into a state
where all his doubts will be resolved, and perfect
knowledge crown his laborious exertions with their
exalted reward.

Take the creation, in whatever point of view it
may present itself to your notice, and the same
order of constant and uniform progression will be
visible. Everything that breathes or vegetates is
in a perpetual state of improvement or decay. It
is the universal law of nature; a law so unalter-
able, that whatever is opposed to it will be over-
thrown, trodden underfoot, and forgotten. Nikil
est aliud magnum quam multe minute, There is
only ONE that is the same yesterday, to-day, and
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for ever ; and that is JEROVAH, T.G.A.Q.T.U. Can
Freemasonry safely claim the attributes of the
divinity? Can it say without sin—*¢ The heavens
and the earth shall perish, but I shall remain;
they shall wax old as doth a garment, and as a
vestufe shall they be folded up and changed; but
I axm the universal principle of nature, always the
game, and my years shall not fail”? Perish the
thought! Freemasonry is of human origin, and
consequently not universal, but subject to those
laws and ordinances which have been appointed
by T.G.A.O0.T.U. to regulate the proceedings of
humanity. And if it withholds its concurrence
with this inevitable dispensation—its lot is deter-
mined, and its days are numbered.

But we anticipate a more honourable and satis-
factory career for our noble order. An example
has been transmitted to us by our brethren of the
last century of the necessity and usefulness of
improvement in its details; and although pro-
gression in the science did not constitute one of
the subjects of discussion amongst them, yet they
have bequeathed to us several different forms of
Lectures, each rising in interest and intelligence
above its predecessor. The first of these was a
short examination or catechism used at the revival
in 1717 ; and the last was the noble code of Lec-
tures which were promulgated by our intelligent
Brother Preston in the year 1772, which remains
unimproved at the present day, although a new
formula was enjoined by our Grand Lodge in 1813,
Hence it appears, that during fifty years in the
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last century, in the absence of any hypothesis urg-
ing the benefit of progress, seven revisions of the
Lectures were made and adopted by our rulers ;
while, with all the advantages of education, intelli-
gence, and the example of improvements in all other
arts and sciences, we have been contented to plod on
for a corresponding fifty years, repeating the same
parrot-like formula without alteration or addition,
until it becomes a wonder that Freemasonry has
not been abandoned, and left to its fate many
years ago.

It would be a wise policy to revise the Lectures
of Masonry once more, and adapt them to the
requirements of an age when education has sharp-
ened the intellect, and reading and reflection
have elevated the understanding. There are, it
cannot be denied, certain repulsive discrepancies
and anomalies in Freemasonry, which are calculated
to startle a newly-initiated candidate, in this era
of general knowledge ; and it is an axiom of uni-
versal application, that when a prospect of reward
ceases, zeal subsides, and vanishes away. When
any particular subject elicits divers irreconcilab