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PREFACE

Tue favourable reception this Treatise has met with,
in the several Editions through which it has passed,
encourages the Author to hope that its appearance on a
more enlarged scale will not render it less deserving the
countenance of his Brethren. He would be wanting in
gratitude to his friends, not to acknowledge his obliga-
tions to several gentlemen for many curious extracts, and
the perusal of some valuable manuscripts, which have
enabled him to illustrate his subject with greater accu-
racy and precision. '

This Tract is divided into four Books.—In the First
Book, the excellency of Masonry is displayed. In the
Second Book. the general plan of the subjects treated in the
three Degrees is illustrated, with occasional remarks; and
a brief description is given of the ancient Ceremonies of the
Order. This part of the Treatise, which the Author con-
siders most essential for the instruction and improvement
of his Brethren, is considerably extended in the later Edi-
tions. The Third Book contains the copy of a curious
old Manuscript on Masonry, with annotations, the better
to explain this authentic document of antiquity. The
Fourth Book is restricted to the history of Masonry from
its first appearance in England, to the year 1812,'in
which are introduced the most remarkable occurrences
of the Society, both at home and abroad, with some

! The date, of the Twelfth Edition.—EpIT.
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account of the principal Patrons and Protectors of
the Fraternity at different periods. The progress of
Masonry on the continent, as well as in India and
America, is also traced, while the proceedings of the
Brethren in Scotland particularly claim attention.
Throughout the whole are interspersed several explana-
tory notes, containing some useful information; and a
few general remarks are introduced on some of the late
publications against the Society of Freemasons.

At the end of the volume is given a collection of
Anthems and Songs; which, being occasionally intro-
duced in our assemblies, may tend greatly to enliven the
proceedmgs :

The success of this Treatise has far exceeded its merit;
the Author, therefore, shall only observe, that should
his additions or corrections be considered real improve-
ments, he will be amply gratified for any pains he may
have taken.

Dean Street, Fetter Lane,
Feb., 1822.



INTRODUCTION,

WHoEVER attentively considers the nature and ten-
dency of the Masonic Institution, must readily perceive
_ its general utility. From an anxious desire to display its
value, I have been induced to offer the following sheets
to the Public. Many reasons might have withheld me
from the attempt; my inexperience as a writer, my
attention to the duties of a laborious profession, and the
many abler hands who have treated the subject before
me: yet, under all these disadvantages, the persuasion of
friends, added to a warm zeal in the cause, have stimulated
me to risk my reputation on the fate of my perform-
ance.

When I first had the honour to be elected Master of
the Lodge, I thought it proper to inform myself fully of
the general rules of the Society, that I might be better
enabled to execute my own duty, and especially enforce
obedience in others. Themethods which I adopted with
this view, excited in some of superficial knowledge an
absolute dislike of what they considered as innovations ;
and in others, who were better informed, a jealousy of
pre-eminence which the principles of Masonry ought to
have checked. Notwithstanding these discouragements,
however, I persevered in my intention of supporting the
dignity of the Society, and of discharging with fidelity
the duties of my office. :

As candour and integrity, uninfluenced by interest
or favour, will ever support a good cause, some of my
opponents (pardon the expression) soon began to discover
their error, and cheerfully concurred in the execution
of my measures; while others, of less liberality, tacitly
aﬁproved what their former declared opinions forbad
them publicly to adopt.

This success, which exceeded my most sanguine wishes,
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encouraged me to examine with more attention the con-
tents of our Lectures. The rude and imperfect state in
which I found them, the variety of modes established at
our meetings, and the difficulties I had to encounter in
my researches, rather discouraged my first attempt : per-
severing, however, in the design, I continued the pur-
suit; and, with the assistance of a few Brethren, who
had carefully preserved what ignorance and degeneracy
had rejected as unintelligible and absurd, I diligently
sought for, and at length happily acquired, some of the
ancient and venerable landmarks-of the Order.

Fortunate in the acquisition of friends, and fully
determined to pursue the design of effecting a general
reformation, we persevered in an attempt to correct the
irregularities which had ecrept into our assemblies, .a.nd

_exemplify at all our meetings the beauty and utility
of the Masonic System.

We commenced our plan by enforcing the value of the
ancient charges and regulations of the Order, which
inattention had suffered to sink into oblivion, and estab-
lished those charges as the basis of our work. To
imprint on the memory a faithful discharge of our duty,
we reduced the more material parts of the system into
practice; and, in order to encourage others to promote
the plan, we made a general rule of reading one or more
of these charges at every regular meeting, and elucidating
such passages as seemed obscure. The useful hints
which were afforded by these means enabled us gradually
to improve the plan, till we at last succeeded in bringing
into a connected form all the Sections which now com-
pose the three Lectures of Masonry.

The progress daily made by our system pointed out the
propriety of obtaining the sanction of our Patrons:
several Brethren, of acknowledged honour and integrity,
therefore, united in an application to the most respectable
Members of the Society for countenance and support.
They happily succeeded to the utmost of their wishes,
and since that time the plan has been universally admit-
ted as the basis of our Moral Lectures.
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MASONRY.

BOOK I.

THE EXCELLENCY OF MASONRY DISPLAYED.

SECTION I

Reflections on the Symmetry and Proportion tn the Works of
Nature, and on the Harmony and Affection among the
various Species of Beings.

WroEVER attentively observes the objects which sur-
round him, will find abundant reason to admire the
works of Nature, and to adore the Being who directs
such astonishing operations; he will be convinced that
infinite Wisdom could alone design, and infinite Power
complete, such amazing works. ;

Were a man placed in a beautiful garden, would not
his mind be affected with exquisite delight, on a calm
survey of its rich collections? Would not the groves,
the grottoes, the artful wilds, the flowery parterres, the
opening vistas, the lofty cascades, the winding streams,
the whole variegated scene, awaken his sensibility, and
inspire his soul with the most exalted ideas? When he
observed the delicate order, the nice symmetry, and
beautiful disposition of every part, seemingly complete
in itself, yet reflecting new beauties on the other, and
all contributing to make one perfect whole, would not
his mind be agitated with the most agreeable sensations;
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and would not the view of the delightful scene naturally
lead him to admire and venerate the happy genius who
contrived it ?

If the productions of Art so forcibly impress the mind
with admiration, with how much greater astonishment
and reverence must we behold the operations of Nature,
which presents to view unbounded scenes of utility and
delight, in which Divine Wisdom is most strikingly con-
spicuous? These scenes are, indeed, too expanded for
the narrow. capacity of man to: comprehend; yet who-
ever contemplates the general system must naturally,
from the uniformity of the plan, be directed to the origi-
nal source, the Supreme Governor of the world, the One
perfect and unsullied Beauty!

Beside all the pleasing prospects that every where
surround us, and with which our senses are every moment
gratified ; b