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CHAPTER LV

HISTORY OF THE INTRODUCTION OF FREEMASONRY INTO EACH STATE
AND TERRITORY OF THE UNITED STATES

The First Lodges and the Grand Lodges (Continued).

Ohzo.

JHE introduction of Masonry into Ohio is due to
the fact that soon after the close of the War of
the Revolution, the Master, Jonathan Heart, and
some of the members of American Union Lodge
settled near Marietta. The Charter of that
lodge, which had been granted by the St. John's
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, February 15,
1776, by John Rowe, Grand Master (in the Connecticut Line of the
Army),! was held by the Master, and he claimed that it was a lodge
at large and not under the jurisdiction of any Grand Lodge, and in
fact “it was invested with every power necessary to constitute, rule,
and govern” Masonry in the Territories. It had been recognized
“by the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, and New
York, as a constituent of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts.” This
lodge worked for several years until its Charter was burned ; a revival
of it was asked for from the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, which
was declined, “except as one of its constituent.” Application to
the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts was made, which authorized the
lodge to resume work under a copy of the original Charter, ‘“ with
the express provision that the charter should be of force only until
a Grand Lodge should be formed in the territory in which it was
located.”

The Grand Lodge of Ohio was organized January 7, 1808.

1 Shortly after, the lodge having removed to New York, asked for a Confirmation of
their Charter, from the D. G. M., Dr. Middleton; but a new Warrant was granted under
the name of Military Union, No. 1.—Gould’s * History,” vol. vi., p. 415.
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The lodges represented were American Union, No. 1, at Marietta;
Cincinnati, No. 13, warranted by the Grand Lodge of New Jersey
as Nova Cesarza, No. 10, now known as N. C. Harmony, No. 21;
Sciota, No. 2, and Chillicothe, warranted by the Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts in 1805, now known as No. 6; Erie, No. 47, at
Warren, warranted by the Grand Lodge of Connecticut, March 16,
1804, now known as Old Erie, No. 3; and Amity, No. 105, at
Zanesville, warranted by the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania in 1804,
now No. 5.

January 4, 1808, a preliminary convention of the delegates from
all the lodges then in Ohio—six in number—was held in Chillicothe
to deliberate upon the propriety of forming a Grand Lodge, and to
inaugurate measures for the organization of such a body. The con-
vention continued its deliberations four consecutive days, which
resulted in the unanimous adoption of a resolution proposed by
Brother Lewis Cass, viz. : “ that it is expedient to form a Grand
Lodge of the State of Ohio.”!

A few rules, couched as resolutions, were adopted for the forma-
tion of a Grand Lodge, and appointed the first Monday in January,
1809, as the time, and Chillicothe as the place for holding the first
Grand Communication of said Grand Lodge. The Grand Lodge
met at Chillicothe, January 2, 1809, and duly organized with repre-
sentatives from four lodges.

In consequence of the absence of the representatives of American
Union Lodge, No. 1, there being but four lodges represented, it was
thought that a Grand Lodge could not be legally organized. The
Grand Lodge adjourned from day to day, and, finally, on January
sth, it adopted pro Zempore the Constitution of the Grand Lodge
of Kentucky, having decided that under their peculiar circumstances
it would be right and proper to organize a Grand Lodge with only
four lodges represented.

Brother Rufus Putnam, who had been chosen Grand Master at
the convention held in 1808, wrote a letter to the Grand Lodge de-
clining the office, on account of his great age, which was accepted,
and Bro. Samuel Huntington was duly elected Grand Master.

Previous to the reception of this letter all the other Grand Offi-
cers elected the last year had been installed, and upon the election
of the Grand Master he also was immediately installed, and all the

! Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Ohio.
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other Grand Officers who had just been elected at the same time
with the Grand Master.

The Grand Lodge closed its sessions on January 7, 1709, having
completed all things necessary to its proper work in Masonry.

Louisiana.

The introduction of Freemasonry in the Territory of Louisiana
is principally due to the political condition of that Territory and
the circumstances connected with the affairs in San Domingo, both
countries at that period being somewhat, if not exclusively, settled
by the Latin race and their negro slaves. Masonry had been intro-
duced upon the Island of San Domingo from the Grand Orient of
France, also by charters from the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania.
When the insurrection occurred in San Domingo, in 1791, the
white refugees spread themselves in many of the cities in the United
States ; a very large number settled in New Orleans, and among them
were many Masons, and in 1793 several of these residing in New
Orleans organized into a lodge and received a Charter from the
Grand Lodge of South Carolina by the name of * Parfaite Union,
No. 29,” the officers being installed in the York Rite on March 30,
1794. In the same year several Brethren of the French, or
Modern Rite, formed themselves into a lodge called “ Etoile Po-
laire” (Polar Star), and applied for a Charter from the Grand
Orient of France. The Grand Orient having suspended its labors,
in consequence of the political condition of France, could not issue
a Charter. The Brethren, however, obtained a provisional Charter or
dispensation from the Provincial Lodge La Parfaite Stncerite at
Marseilles in 1796, and intrusted the same to Dominique Mayronne,
with authority to constitute the new lodge and install the officers,
which was done under the French Rite, December 27, 1798.

When the Grand Orient resumed labor in 1803, a Charter was
issued to Polar Star Lodge, No. 4263, in 1804, and Ch. Tessier was
deputed to deliver the Charter and heal their work, which was done,
and officers were installed, November 11, 1804, by A. Pinard and
A. Marmillion.

The early records of “ Perfect Union ” and “ Polar Star” can not
be found, but the above information has been obtained by Brother
James H. Scot, the historian of the Grand Lodge of Louisiana,
from the ‘“ Manuel Magonnique,”a very rare work, published in
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New Orleans in 1828. It is very probable that these lodges were
formed about the same time, “but in the absence of the original
records it is impossible to decide the question.” !

It is thought that the Brethren who formed these two lodges were
from the Island of Guadaloupe, which was involved in the horrors of
the negro insurrection of 1791. In consequence of political differ-
ences among the French inhabitants in Louisiana, growing out of
the French Revolution, difficulties arose which resulted in the re-
fusal of the members of these two lodges to hold any Masonic inter-
course with each other.

Some of the former members of *“ Candor Lodge, No. 12,” in
Charleston, S. C., which was extinct, having settled in New Orleans,
applied to the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania and obtained a Charter,
dated May 18, 1801,as Candor Lodge, No. go. It is possible that
this lodge did not survive very long, if it ever was duly constituted,
as on March 1, 1802, the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania granted a
Charter to Charity Lodge, No. 93, having the name of N. Definieto,
W. M., who was the W. M. of Candor, No. go. This Charter was
not received until 1804, and on May 13th of that year the lodge was
duly constituted and the officers were installed in the York Rite.
On October 1, 1800, by treaty, Spain retroceded the whole of the
territory of Louisiana to France, which held an actual possession of
only twenty days, as on December 20, 1803, the United States flag
was raised in New Orleans, France having sold the whole territory
to the United States. This change in the political condition made
equally a change in Masonic affairs, and from that date on, viz.,
1804, Masonry assumed quite a different attitude in Louisiana.

A change also in the Island of San Domingo caused a very
large number of the refugees of 1791 to return to their old
homes, and the French contingent among the Masons in New
Orleans was greatly reduced. The American element, which had in
Masonic matters been much in the minority, began to increase
and soon prevailed.

A duplicate Charter from the Grand Orient of France was
received, July 20, 1807, bearing date of February 17, 1806, by the
Lodge *“La Union Desirée,” No. 3013, which had been under the
auspices of the Grand Orient of France, at Port au Prince,
April 16, 1783. During the revolution of 1791 the Charter,

1 James H. Scot, ¢ History of Masonry in Louisiana.”
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archives, etc., had been destroyed. The members who had fled
to New Orleans in 1791, and had returned to San Domingo in
1802, had been again compelled to flee to New Orleans the
second time. In 1806 Masons from the Northern part of the
United States applied for and obtained a Charter from the Grand
Lodge of New York, on September 2, 1807, now Louisiana Lodge,
No. 2. In the “ Manuel Macgonnique” it is No. 101, which is
an error of the author. This was the first lodge in New Orleans
that worked in the English language, and its first W. M. was the
celebrated jurist Edward Livingstone.

Polar Star Lodge, No. 4263, applied to the Grand Orient of
France and obtained a Charter to hold a Chapter of Rose Croix,
which was constituted and officers installed, May 24, 1807, as “ La
Vertu Récompensée, No. 5001.”

On September 15, 1808, a York Rite Charter was issued to
some of the members of Lodge La Réunion Desirée, No. 3829, by
the same name but numbered 112, by the Grand Lodge of Penn-
sylvania. This lodge dissolved March 23, 1812.

This much of the early history in Louisiana must suffice, as to
continue a specific notice of all the lodges chartered and the various
contests which grew out of the various rites in use, and the “ Cumu-
lation ” thereof, would utilize our entire remaining pages of this chap-
ter, hence must proceed to the organization of the Grand Lodge.

It appears from the records that twelve lodges had received
charters in New Orleans prior to the organization of a Grand
Lodge, as will appear in the following table :

Naue or Lopce. No. By WnoM CHARTERED. DaTE OoF CHARTER.

Perfect Union ...... 29 Gr;nd ﬁge of SouthéCarolina Ceeresaceaans March 30, 1794.
ro. e Sincerité, Marseilles........... December 27, 1798.

Polar Star.......... 4263 { Reconstructed by Grand Oriental of France.| November 11, 1833.
Candor ....... veses| 90 | Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania,.............. May 18, 1801.
Charity ....co...... 93 | Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania.....ce.0......| March 1, 1802.
Réunion Desirée....| 3829 | Grand Orient of France..... veeseeetinuane .| February 17, 1807.
Louisiang .......... 1 Grand Lodge of New York.......c..veve....| September 2, 1807.
Réunion Desirée....| 112 | Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania....coe.o.v. .. September 15, 1808.
Concord...... e 117 | Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania...... e.vedees.| October 7, 1810.
Perseverance. . ...... 118 | Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania....co......... October ¥, 1810.
Harmony........... 122 | Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania............... November 19, 1810.
Polar Star, ...... ...| 129 | Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania............... June 3, 1811.
Bienfaisance ........| I Grand Consistory of Jamaica................ June 23, 1811.

Of these lodges, Candor, No. 9o, York Rite, was perhaps never organized; Réunion Desirée,

No. 3829, French Rite, ceased to work, November 27, 1808; Polar Star, No. 4293, French Rite,
adjourned sine die, October 13, 1811; Réunion Desirée, No. 112, York Rite, dissolved, March 23,
1812; and Bienfaisance, No. 1, Scottish Rite, affiliated with Concord, No. 117, May 27, 1812,
leaving seven lodges in full activity and all working the York Rite, viz. : Numbers 1, 4, 6, 8, 9, 10,
11, and 12, in the above table.
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Louisiana was admitted as a State by Act of Congress, April 8,
1812, to take effect after April joth. This change politically had a
corresponding result masonically.

Perfect Union Lodge, No. 29, had the honor of taking initiatory
steps toward the organization of a Grand Lodge, which resulted in
a meeting, April 18, 1812, of the delegates of Perfect Union Lodge,
No. 29 ; Charity Lodge, No. 93; Louisiana Lodge, No. 1; Con-
cord Lodge, No. 117; Perseverance Lodge, No. 118; Harmony
Lodge, No. 122 ; and Polar Star Lodge, No. 129. These delegates
organized themselves into a “ General Committee of the State of
Louisiana to provide for the establishment of a Grand Lodge in the
City of New Orleans.” P. F. Dubourg was the first President.

On May 16th following a second meeting was held, Charity
Lodge, No. 93, not being represented ; and a communication was
received from Louisiana- Lodge, No. 1, saying that in their opinion
‘it would be inexpedient at present” to join in the proposed forma-
tion of a Grand Lodge; whereupon a resolution was passed request-
ing the W. Master of the Senior of the regular lodges in the State,
Perfect Union, No. 29, to issue his summons® to the Masters,
Past Masters, and Officers of the several Ancient and regularly con-
stituted lodges in the State to meet in convention to take into
consideration the interests of the true Craft, and to deliberate on the
necessity of establishing a Grand Lodge in the State, which was ac-
cordingly done, and the convention met June 13, 1812, and the fol-
lowing representatives were present, viz.: Perfect Union, No. 29;
Charity, No. 93; Concord, No. 117 ; Perseverance, No. 118 ; Polar
Star, No. 129. As soon as the convention was organized the Presi-
dent, Brother Dubourg, stated that he had received a communica-
tion from Harmony Lodge, No. 122, which had withdrawn from
the convention. The convention adjourned to meet June 20th next.
June 20, 1812, the Grand Convention then met and elected the
Grand Officers ; P. F. Dubourg being elected Grand Master, who
was duly installed after the election of the Grand Officers, and by a
resolution adopted, the Grand Master installed all the other Grand
Officers on July 11th following.

At a communication held August 15, 1812, the committee ap-
pointed for that purpose reported a draft of a Constitution which
was adopted.

1 Ancient term for Nofification.

™
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At a quarterly communication held March 27, 1813, the Grand
Master announced that a Grand Royal Arch Chapter had been or-
ganized and attached to the Grand Lodge of Louisiana. The Grand
Chapter had been organized, March 8, 1813, by Concord and Per-
severance R.-. A.:. Chapter, working under charters from the Grand
Chapter of Pennsylvania and attached to the lodges of the same
name. On March 13th the Grand Officers were elected and in-
stalled.

To follow the history of the Grand Lodge of Louisiana would
require more space than can be permitted ; here we must close with
the date of March, 1813.

Tennessee.

Warrants to organize lodges had been issued from the Grand
Lodge of North Carolina as early as 1796 and one from Kentucky.

These lodges held a convention at Knoxville in December, 1811,
and adopted the following :

“ Resolved, That in the opinion of this Convention the number
of Ancient York Masons in this State as well as the state of society,
require the formation of a Grand Lodge within the same for the
better regulation and extension of the Craft.

“ Resolved, That a Committee be appointed for the purpose of
drawing up an address to the Grand Lodge of North Carolina, so-
liciting their assent to the establishment of a Grand Lodge in the
State of Tennessee.”

The Grand Lodge of North Carolina granted this request ; and
the convention again met October 14, 1813, and the Grand Lodge
was constitutionally established and the Grand Officers were elected
and installed.

Mississipps.

The first lodge in Mississippi which received a Warrant from
the Grand Lodge of Kentucky was Harmony, No. 33; originally
No. 7, by a Charter October 16, 1801. Two other lodges, viz. :
Andrew Jackson, No. 15, and Washington, No. 17, received their
warrants from the Grand Lodge of Tennessee July 27, 1818. A
convention was held in the city of Natchez, when it was resolved

that it was necessary and expedient to form a Grand Lodge for the
State of Mississippi. On August 25th following, the convention
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again met, and the Grand Lodge was regularly constituted. Henry
Toohey was elected Grand Master.

Iiltnots.

The Grand Master of Pennsylvania, Israel Israel, issued a dis-
pensation for six months to Western Star Lodge, No. 107, to be
located at Kaskaskia, situated near the mouth of the Okaw (now
Kaskaskia) River, where it empties into the Mississippi River, Sep-
tember 24, 1805. At that period Illinois was in the Indian Terri-
tory. This lodge received its Charter, which was granted June 2,
1806, and on September 13th following, the lodge was regularly con.
stituted. This lodge was doubtless the first one established in that
Territory—now comprising the States of Wisconsin and Illinois and
a part of Minnesota.

The Grand Lodge of Kentucky issued a Charter, August 28,
1815, to Lawrence Lodge, to be located at Shawneetown ; the
Grand Lodge of Tennessee issued a Charter, October 6, 1819, to
Libanus Lodge, at Edwardsville; June 20, 1820, the Grand Master
of Tennessee issued a dispensation to Temple Lodge, at Belleville,
St. Clair County, which was surrendered in 1821.

From the Grand Lodge of Missouri at various dates in 1822 the
following warrants were granted : October 3, 1822, Olive Branch,
No. 5, at Alton, Ill.; October 8, 1822, Vandalia, No. 8, at Van-
dalia ; October g, 1822, Sangamon, No. g, at Springfield ; October
24, 1822, Union, No. 10, at Jonesborough ; October 8, 1822, Eden,
No. 11, at Covington.

The Grand Master of Indiana issued a dispensation, March 12,
1822, to Albion Lodge, at Albion.

All the above lodges except Sangamon sent delegates to a con-
vention at Vandalia which met December g, 1822. They adopted
a constitution, which was sent to the lodges for their consideration.
Eight of these lodges were represented at a convention held Decem-
ber 1, 1823, and a Grand Lodge was duly organized. The Grand
Master was installed by Dr. Hardage Lane, of St. Louis, Mo., the
Deputy Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Missouri.

In 1827 the Grand Lodge of Illinois went out of existence, and
after June 24, 1827, “every Lodge in the State was so effectually
blotted out that no trace of any of them has been found.”

It is supposed that as the anti-Masonic excitement had, about

N
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that time, begun to work its way to the West, the Masons were
more or less lukewarm in the cause, and politics being some-
what mixed up in the affair, the Brethren let the matter drop for
a while.

The Grand Lodge of Kentucky issued a dispensation to Bod-
ley Lodge, No. g7, at Quincy, IlL, there being at that time no work-
ing lodge in the State. That lodge was warranted August 30, 1838.
That Grand Lodge likewise warranted Equality Lodge, No. 102, at
Equality, in Gallatin County, August 29, 1837 ; and Ottawa, No.
114, at Ottawa County, of Lasalle, September 1, 1740. The Grand
Master of Kentucky issued a dispensation to Friendship Lodge at
Dixon in 1840.

The Grand Lodge of Missouri warranted :

Franklin Lodge, at Alton, in . . . . 1827

Harmony Lodge, at Jacksonville, in . . . 1838

Springfield Lodge, at Springfield, in . . . 1839

Temperance Lodge, at Vandalia, in . . . 1839

Far West Lodge, at Galena, in . . . . 1839
Mount Moriah Lodge, at Hillsboro, in . . 1840
Clinton Lodge, at Carlisle, in 1840

A dispensation to Columbus Lodge, No. 20, at Columbus, in
1839.

Delegates from several of the subordinate lodges on January 30,
1840, held a convention in Jacksonville, when it was resolved to
form a Grand Lodge. A committee was appointed to correspond
with the lodges in the State and ask their assistance, and to send
delegates to a convention to be held at Jacksonville, April 6, 1840,
which convention was held on that date and six of the eight char-
tered lodges and one under dispensation were represented, and the
Grand Lodge was then organized.

At the meeting held April 28th, the Grand Master, Abraham
Jonas, was installed by proxy.! Warrants were issued to the lodges
represented and numbered according to their dates of constitution—

! The *“ Reprint of the Proceedings for 1840 to 1860,” published 1874, shows : April 6,
1840, at Jacksonville, “ M. W. Abraham Jonas was elected G. M.” April 28th, * called
from refreshment to labor.” The name of Abraham Jonas does not appear as being
present. James Adams, D. G. M., presided. The minutes say: ¢‘On motion all but
Past Masters having retired a convocation of Past Masters was declared open, and the
M. W. Grand Master was installed by proxy, and the grand honors paid him agreeable to
ancient form and usage.”
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some of them, however, did not get their new warrants until some-
time in 1844.

In consequence of the business relations existing between many
of the towns in Illinois and the city of St. Louis in Missouri,
some of the lodges in those towns much preferred to hold their
warrants from Missouri Grand Lodge, as the representatives could
attend the Grand Lodge of Missouri in St. Louis, and at the same
time transact their commercial business in that city. The writer
‘was an officer of the Grand Lodge of Missouri in 1841-42-43
and well remembers that those Brethren from Illinois were urged
to withdraw from our Grand Lodge and unite with the Grand
Lodge in their own State. They, however, declined for the reason
above stated. We can bear witness to this as a justification of the
conduct of the Grand Lodge of Missouri, for they could not drive
away their Brethren of Illinois.

Finally, however, those lodges did withdraw and unite with the
Grand Lodge of Illinois, as also did several of the lodges in Iowa,
about that time, which had been chartered by the Grand Lodge
of Missouri, and they formed the Grand Lodge of Iowa.

On February 10, 1850, a fire occurred in Peoria by which was
destroyed, in the office of the Grand Secretary, all the books,
papers, and records of the Grand Lodge of Illinois. To remedy
the loss as far as possible, the Grand Lodge was convened in
Springfield, April 8, 1850.

Of the lodges aiding in the organization of the second Grand
Lodge, four are now alive, viz.: Bodley, No. 1; Equality, No. 2;
Harmony, No. 3; and Springfield, No. 4.

In 1889, October 1st and 2d, the fiftieth anniversary was cele-
brated.

The Grand Lodge of Illinois, in her growth since its organiza-
tion in 1839, has kept even pace with the increase of population, and
now stands in membership among the first in the United States,
in 1897 the membership number being 53,452, number of lodges,
722. In her influence for good and the reputation of her personnel
she is primus inter pares (first among her equals).
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Missoursz.

The first settlers of Upper Louisiana, as the now State of Mis-
souri was originally called, were French, who came by the way of
Canada, and were companions of Cartier, La Salle, and Father
Hennepin, who traversed the vast wilderness that extended between
the boundaries of Canada and the settlements of the French on the
Lower Mississippi.

In November, 1763, Pierre Liguiste Laclede arrived at St.
Genevieve, and finding no place suitable for the storage of his
goods, he proceeded up the Mississippi River; and on February 15,
1764, he and his party landed where the city of St. Louis now
stands, which he named in honor of Louis XV. of France.

In that early day the merchants who were in St. Louis and St.
Genevieve procured their goods in Philadelphia, where they went
once every year. Many of these merchants became Masons and
were made in the French Lodge, No. 73, in Philadelphia.

As the Masons in the Territory increased in numbers, they re-
solved to organize a lodge, and in 1807-8 having applied for, they
received a Warrant of Constitution from the Grand Lodge of Penn-
sylvania for a lodge in the town of St. Genevieve, as Louisiana
Lodge, No. 109. Otho Strader was the first Master. Among its
members were many of those who afterward became prominent
merchants of St. Louis, as Pierre Chouteau and Bartholomew
Berthold, who became the founders of the great Fur Company.!

This was the first lodge established in Missouri.

In 1811-12 Gen. H. Dodge presided over this lodge as W. Mas-
ter, but owing to the unsettled condition of the Territory in con-
sequence of the late war with Great Britain, the lodge ceased to
work about 1825.

In 1809-10 the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania granted a War-
rant to a lodge in St. Louis as No. 111. There is no record what-
ever of this lodge remaining. A dispensation was issued by the
Grand Lodge of Indiana in 1820 for a lodge in Jackson, now in
Cape Gerardeau County. This lodge was subsequently chartered
by the Grand Lodge of Missouri.

October 18, 1816, the Grand Lodge of Tennessee granted a

1 Geo. F. Gouley, ¢ History of Grand Lodge of Missouri.”
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Charter to a lodge in St. Louis as Missouri Lodge, No. 12, which
is still in existence as No. 1.

That Grand Lodge also granted charters to the following lodges,
viz. : October 6, 1819, to Joachim Lodge, No. 25, at Herculaneum,
and on same date to St. Charles Lodge, No. 28, at St. Charles on
the Missouri River.

February 23, 1821, by an invitation sent by Missouri Lodge, No.
12, to the several lodges in the State, the following lodges, by their
representatives, met in St. Louis, and a committee having been
appointed to draft a constitution and code of by-laws, they ad-
journed until April 23d following, to meet at the same place to
organize a Grand Lodge.

Prior to this date (April 23, 1821), a convention of Masons met,
pursuant to previous notice given by the convention of delegates,
at the lodge-room of Missouri Lodge, No. 12, April 23d, Anno
Lucis, Year of Light, 5821, for the purpose of organizing the Grand
Lodge of the State of Missouri.

Opened in the third degree in due form, with Wor. Edward
Bates,! Master, and others. After reading the proceedings of the
convention held February 22d last, adjourned until 24th inst.

April 24, A. L. 5821. Present as before. An election for the
officers for the ensuing year was held and resulted as follows :

Brother Thos. F. Riddick, M. W. G. M.
“  James Kennerly, S. G. W.
“  William Bates, J. G. W.
“  Archibald Gamble, G. Treasurer.
“  William Renshaw, G. Secretary.

Adjourned to May 4th next.

May 4th A. L. 5821, Semi-Annual Convocation was held, a
procession was formed and proceeded to the Baptist Church, where
the solemn ceremony of consecration and installation was performed,
in conformity with the ancient landmarks and customs of the
Fraternity. The Grand Lodge then returned to the lodge-room
and adjourned until next day.?

The first annual communication was held October 1, 1821,

! Hon. Edward Bates was Attorney-General in Mr. Lincoln’s Cabinet, 1861-64. Nearly
every member of this Grand Lodge was personally known to the present writer in 1837.
2 Geo. F. Gouley, ‘¢ History of Grand Lodge of Missouri.”
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At this communication Brother Frederick Bates was elected
Grand Master, who, not being present, was notified by a committee,
but declined accepting the office. Grand Lodge adjourned until
October 10, 1821, at which time the Grand Lodge resumed labor
and elected Brother N. B. Tucker M. W. Grand Master, and
Edward Bates G. S. W.

The Grand Lodge then adjourned until 7 p.M., when at the re-
quest of Bro. Thos. F. Riddick, Brother Douglass took the Chair
and installed Brother Nathaniel B. Tucker Most Worshipful
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Missouri in ample form, and
the Past Master’'s Lodge was closed, and the other Grand Officers
were duly installed into their respective offices.

Thus the Grand Lodge of Missouri was constituted and has con-
tinued to the present day, and the writer, who the commencement
of his own Masonic career, January 18, 1840, could personally
testify to the character and standing, in the community of the State
of Missouri, to nearly every member of that distinguished body of
men and Masons, upon whose shoulders the interests of our noble
institution, at that time, were placed by the Grand Lodge. In the
year 1841 the writer was appointed the Senior Grand Deacon of the
Grand Lodge by Hon. Priestly H. McBride, Grand Master, and
was reappointed in 1842 and 1843. A very large proportion of
those who organized the first Grand Lodge continued as members
and officers of the Grand Lodge up to the year 1844, when by ac-
cessions of lodges which had been chartered from 1821 to 1840, the
number had increased from four to twenty-five, which was Naphtali,
and in which we received the three degrees. In 1841-42 several
lodges had been chartered in Iowa, and among them was Iowa Lodge,
No. 42, of which our very distinguished Brother Theodore S. Parvin
was Wor. Master, and we mention this circumstance to state that
he and the writer are the only surviving members of that Grand
Lodge of 1841 to 1844.

Indiana.

As early as 1795 members of the Fraternity who had been con-
nected with lodges in the army on the northwest frontier, in-
troduced Free Masonry into the Territory. The first lodge, how-
ever, was organized by a dispensation from the Grand Lodge of
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Kentucky, August 31, 1808, at Vincennes, by the name of Vin-
cennes Lodge, No. 15.

The following lodges were also granted warrants by the Grand
Lodge of Kentucky: At Madison, Union Lodge, No. 29, August
31, 1815 ; at Charlestown, Blazing Star, No. 36, August 25, 1816;
at Salem, Melchizedeck, No. 43; Lawrenceburg, Lawrenceburg,
'No. 44; and at Corydon, Pisgah, No. 45, all August 25, 1817.

The Grand Master of Kentucky, after the annual meeting of
the Grand Lodge, issued a dispensation for the Lodge at Switzer-
land, and one for Rising Sun Lodge, at Rising Sun.

A dispensation for lodge Brookville Harmony, No. 41, at
Brookville, was issued by the Grand Master of Ohio in 1816 or
1817.

A general convention of the representatives of the following
lodges of Ancient York Masons of the State of Indiana was held
at Corydon on December 3, 1817, viz.:

Name of Lodge. No. Location. Representative.
Vincennes.............. I5.ciieaenens Vincennes...... G. W. Johnston,
Lawrenceburg.......... 44 000 innnn Lawrenceburg. .| James Dill.
Switzerland............. U.D.of Ky...| Vevay.......... Hezekiah B, Hull.
Rising Sun............. U.D. of Ky...| Rising Sun..... A. C, Pepper.
Madison Union......... 20 .iiiininn- Madison....... H. P. Thornton.
Blazing Star............ I Charlestown . { %g: nB;;li']tlt::omew.
Brookville Harmony....| 41 U. D. Ohio.| Brookville......| Stephen C. Stevens.
Salem.................. . TR Salem.......... Christ. Harrison.
Pisgah................. 45¢cccieiinnnn Corydon........| Davis Floyd.

Brother Alexander Buckner was unanimously chosen President,
and Davis Floyd unanimously elected Secretary.

The convention then adopted the following :

“ Resolved, That it is expected and advisable that a Grand
Lodge should be at this time formed in the State of Indiana.”

All the above representatives voted in the affirmative except
those of Harmony and Pisgah.

The convention then adopted the following :

“ Resolved, That a committee of four members be appointed
to inform the M. W. Grand Masters of Kentucky and Ohio that
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a constitutional number of chartered lodges have determined in
general convention to form a Grand Lodge in this State, and
consequently will secede from their Mother Lodge so soon as a
Grand Lodge is organized.”

The convention also

“ Resolved, That the several subordinate lodges here rep-
resented do appoint one or more delegates to meet at Madison on
the second Monday in January next, for the purpose of opening a
Grand Lodge for the State of Indiana; and that a Communication
be forwarded to the rest of the lodges in this State unrepresented
in this convention, of the above determination.”

This resolution was adopted :

Harmony, No. 41 ; Lawrenceburg, No. 44 ; Switzerland, U. D. ;
Rising Sun, U. D. ; and Madison, No. 29, voted in the affirmative,
five. Vincennes, No. 15; Salem, No. 43 ; Pisgah, No. 45; and Blaz-
ing Star, No. 36, voted in the negative, four.

A Grand Communication of the subordinate lodges of the State
of Indiana was held Monday, January 12, A.L. 5818. Representatives
of the following lodges were present : Rising Sun, U. D.; Union,
No. 29 ; Switzerland, U. D. ; Blazing Star, No. 36. Delegates were
reported by the Committee on Credentials, and admitted as being
duly appointed by their respective lodges, viz.: Harmony Lodge,
Brookville, U. D., from Grand Lodge of Ohio ; Lawrenceburg, No.
44; Vincennes, No. 15; Melchizedeck, No. 43; Pisgah, No. 45.

The following resolution was adopted : ‘‘ Resolved, That the
chartered lodges here represented do now separate for a time from
the lodges under dispensation, and proceed immediately to organize
a Grand Lodge for the State of Indiana.”

Brother Alexander A. Meek, being the oldest Past Master pres-
ent, was called to the Chair. Melchizedeck Lodge surrendered her
Charter but declined having a new one.

January 13th the Grand Officers were duly elected, M. W.
Alexander Buckner, Grand Master.

The representatives from lodges Nos. 15, 29, 36, 43, 44, 45, hold-
ing charters from the Grand Lodge of Kentucky, surrendered the
same, and asked to have charters granted to their respective lodges
by the Grand Lodge of Indiana, which was accordingly done on the
14th, viz. :

Vincennes Lodge, No. 1, Vincennes; Union Lodge, No. 2,

92
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Madison ; Blazing Star Lodge, No. 3, Charlestown ; Lawrenceburg
Lodge, No. 4, Lawrenceburg ; Melchizedeck Lodge, No. 5; Pis-
gah Lodge, No. 6, Corydon; which lodges received their charters
at this communication.

The Grand Constitution was adopted January 15th. The illus-
trations of Masonry of Thomas Smith Webb were adopted for the
government of the Grand Lodge, and were recommended to be
adopted by all the subordinate lodges of the State for the govern-
ment of the same.

Charlestown was selected as the site for the meeting of the
Grand Lodge for the present.

The Junior Grand Warden being a member of Melchizedeck
Lodge, which declined a Charter, the office became vacant and an
election was held to fill the same, and Brother Benjamin V. Becks
was duly elected.

The Grand Lodge met in various towns and cities until 1828,
when it removed to Indianapolis, and has continued to do so ever
since.

Alabama.

The first lodge in Alabama was Madison, No. 21, at Huntsville,
which was chartered by the Grand Lodge of Kentucky, August 28,
1812. The Grand Lodge of Tennessee granted a Charter to Ala-
bama Lodge, No. 21, at Huntsville, October 6, 1818. The Grand
Lodge of South Carolina granted a Charter to Alabama Lodge, No.
51, at Clairborne, in 1819 ; the Grand Lodge of Tennessee granted
a Warrant to Rising Virtue Lodge, No. , at Tuskaloosa, October
5, 1818 ; and the Grand Master of Tennessee issued a dispensation
to Halo Lodge, at Cahawba, April 4, 1820, and which continued
until October, 1821 ; but the Grand Lodge of Georgia issued a
Warrant to Halo Lodge, No. 21, January 24, 1821 ; the Grand Lodge
of Tennessee issued a Charter to Moulton Lodge, at Moulton, Octo-
ber 3, 1820 ; the Grand Lodge of Tennessee granted a dispensation
to Russellville Lodge, October 3, 1820; a dispensation from the
Grand Master of Tennessee was issued to Farrar Lodge, at Elyton,
March 5, 1821; the Grand Lodge of North Carolina granted a
Charter to St. Stephen’s Lodge, at St. Stephen’s, December 14, 1816;
Washington Lodge and Tuscumbia Lodge were granted charters
by the Grand Lodge of Tennessee. Tuscumbia had never reported
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its work, and soon went out of existence. Washington very soon
gave up her Charter. The name of Madison Lodge, No. 21, was
changed to Helion; Alabama Lodge, No. 21, at Huntsville, was
changed to Bethsaida; soon afterward a consolidation took place
and these two and Helion and Bethsaida became Helion, No. 1. Of
all the above lodges there only remain at the present time Rising
Virtue, No. 4 ; Moulton, No. 6 ; and Farrar, No. 8.

The Grand Lodge was organized by the above-mentioned lodges
and a constitution was adopted and signed June 15, 1821.

December 6, 1836, a quorum was not present; and after waiting
for three days, those who were present declared the Grand Lodge
extinct.

The representatives of the lodges present reorganized a Grand
Lodge, a new constitution was adopted, new Grand Officers were
elected, and the old warrants were re-granted.

° Arkansas.

November 29, 1819, a dispensation for Arkansas Lodge, located
at the Port of Arkansas, was issued by the Grand Lodge of Ken-
tucky. A Charter was granted, August 29, 1820, Robert Johnson
being W. Master. This lodge surrendered her Charter, August 28,
1822.

A dispensation to organize Washington Lodge at Fayetteville
was issued by the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Tennessee,
December 24, 1835; and it was renewed, November 12, 1836. Oc-
tober 3, 1837, a Charter was granted, and the lodge received as a
present a set of jewels. A dispensation was granted from the same
Grand Lodge for a lodge at Clarksville, October 5, 1838, to which
a Charter was issued, October 12, 1839. The dispensation of Clarks-
ville Lodge was received prior to the organization of the Grand
Lodge of Arkansas, but the Charter was issued after that event.
This lodge continued under the constitution of the Grand Lodge
of Tennessee until 1843, when it came under the Grand Lodge of
Arkansas as No. 5. In 1845 it ceased to work and surrendered the
Charter.

January 6, 1837, the Grand Lodge of Louisiana issued warrants
to two lodges in Arkansas, viz. : Morning Star, at Arkansas Post,
and Western Star, at Little Rock. The seat of State Government
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having been changed to Little Rock, Morning Star Lodge gave up
the Charter.

A dispensation was issued by the Grand Master of Alabama in
1838 to Mount Horeb Lodge in Washington.

November 21, 1838, a convention was held and representatives
from Washington, Morning Star, Western Star, and Mount Horeb,
U. D., were present at which a constitution was adopted and officers
were elected and the Grand Lodge was duly constituted.

Wisconsin.

The history of Freemasonry in the territory now embraced in the
State of Wisconsin dates from December 27, 1823.

The only known record of the first lodge in what is now Wiscon-
sin is founded in an address delivered at Green Bay, December 17,
1854, by P. G. M. Henry S. Baird. He says:

The first action had with a view to organize a lodge of Masons
at Green Bay is found in proceedings of a meeting of the members
of the Fraternity, held on the evening of the 27th day of December,
A.D. 1823.

A committee was appointed to draft a petition to the Grand
Lodge of the State of New York, praying for a dispensation to open
and hold a Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons at Green Bay,
then in the Territory of Michigan. In due time the prayer of the
petitioners was responded to, and a dispensation granted.

On September 2, 1824, the first regular Lodge of Free and Ac-
cepted Masons was opened and organized at Fort Howard, directly
opposite to the city, under a dispensation from the M. W. Grand
Master of the Grand Lodge of the State of New York.

The officers named in the dispensation were:

Robert Irwin, Sr.,W. Master.
Benjamin Watson, S. Warden.
W. V. Wheaton, J. Warden.

On December 3, 1824, a regular Charter was granted by the M.
W. Grand Lodge of New York.

Mineral Point Lodge, No. 1, was organized July 27, 1841, from
the Grand Lodge of Missouri, under dispensation dated October 8,

N
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1840, named ‘“ Melody ” (for Bro. George H. C. Melody, P. Dep.
Grand Master of Missouri) Lodge, No. 65 (now No. 2).

A dispensation was issued by Brother Joab! T. Bernard, Dep.
Grand Master, January 10, 1843.

A Charter was granted by the Grand Lodge of Missouri, Octo-
ber 13, 1843.%

A preliminary meeting, having in contemplation the formation
of a Masonic lodge, was held at the house of John Beavans, in the
town of Platteville, in the month of January, A.n. 1843. .

MILWAUKEE LODGE, NO. 22 (NOW KILBOURN LODGE, NO. 3).

The first meeting of this lodge was held July s, A. L. 5843, A.D.
1843.

Bro. Normand Hawley, representing the Grand Master of
Illinois, presented the dispensation which he had been deputed to
bring to them.

The exact date of the Charter of this lodge does not appear from
the minutes. In the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Illinois,
October 2, 1843, the committee on Returns and Work recom-
mended granting a Charter to Milwaukee Lodge, No. 22, “ when
dues are paid ;” and on the first day of November, 1843, the elec-
tion of officers was held under the Charter, 1843.

ACTION RELATIVE TO THE FORMATION OF A GRAND LODGE, NOVEM-
BER 22, 1843.

The worshipful Master, Bro. Abram D. Smith, presented a com-
munication from Melody Lodge, at Platteville, upon the subject of
establishing a Grand Lodge in the Territory of Wisconsin, which
was read, and the Master and Wardens were appointed a committee
to correspond with Platteville and Mineral Point lodges upon the
subject.

The Charter of Milwaukee Lodge, No. 3, is dated January 17,

1844.

1Incorrectly called in the record John.
3 The present writer was S. G. D. of the Grand Lodge of Missouri at that time.
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MASONIC CONVENTION HELD AT MADISON ON THE I8TH DAY OF
DECEMBER, A.D. 1843.

The following lodges were represented :

Milwaukee Lodge, at Milwaukee.
Mineral Lodge, at Mineral Point.
Melody Lodge, at Platteville.

Bro. Moses Meeker was called to the Chair, and Bro. Geo. W.
Lakin was appointed Secretary.
On motion of Bro. Ben. C. Eastman, it was

Ordered, That a committee consisting of two be appointed to
receive and examine the credentials of the members of the conven-
tion.

The committee appointed to receive and examine the credentials
of the members of the convention, being the legal representatives
of the regularly constituted lodges of the Territory of Wisconsin,
to take into consideration and determine upon the expediency of
forming a Grand Lodge within the said Territory, have attended to
the duty assigned them, and submit the following :

Your committee find that there are seven members of said con-
vention representatives of the lodges aforesaid, to wit :

From Milwaukee, Mineral Point, and Melody lodges.

On motion of Bro. Ben. C. Eastman, it was

Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed to take into
consideration the expediency of forming a Grand Lodge in the
Territory of Wisconsin.

The Chair appointed Bros. Ben. C. Eastman, Dwight F. Lawton,
and Geo. H. Walker said committee.
Bro. Ben. C. Eastman, from said committee, submitted the fol-
lowing
REPORT.
The committee appointed to take into consideration the expediency of form-

ing a Grand Lodge in the Territory, have attended to their duty, and ask leave
to report the following preamble and resolutions :
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Whereas, There are now, within the Territory of Wisconsin, three chartered
lodges, all of which are in a prosperous and happy condition ; and

Whereas, It is competent for that number of lodges to emerge from a state
of dependency, become legally organized, and be hereafter established and
known as a separate, distinct, and independent body, having its own jurisdiction ;
and

Whereas, In the rapidly increasing population of our Territory, it is be-
lieved many more lodges will immediately spring into existence whereby the
great principles of Masonry will be promulgated, if the facilities for obtaining
dispensations and charters are increased as they will be by the organization of
a Grand Lodge in Wisconsin ; and

Whereas, The Great Lights of Masonry should not be hidden under a bush-
el, but should shine in the fullness of their strength, that none may want a guide
for their faith and practice, and that their acts be squared by the precepts of the
Great Architect of the Universe, and their desire be circumscribed by the prin-
ciples of morality and their passions restrained in due bounds. Therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is expedient to form a Grand Lodge in the Territory of
Wisconsin.

On motion of Bro. John H. Rountree, the report of the com-
mittee was accepted, the preamble and resolutions adopted, and the
committee discharged.

On motion of Bro. Dwight F. Lawton, it was

Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed to draft a
constitution for a Grand Lodge, and that said committee be in-
structed to report at as early an hour as possible.

The Chair appointed Bros. Lawton, Meeker, and Lakin said
committee. The convention adjourned till 6 p.m.

Evening at 6 p.M. convention met.

Bro. Lawton, from the committee appointed to draft a constitu-
tion for a Grand Lodge, reported the draft of a constitution, which
report was accepted and committee discharged.

On motion, the convention adjourned sine die.

The M. W. Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons met
in annual communication in the city of Madison, on Monday,
December 18, A.p. 1843, A.L. 5843.

The Grand Lodge was opened in the third degree, in due and
ancient form.

On motion of Bro. Meeker, the constitution reported in the
convention was taken up, read, and adopted.
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Bro. Merrill, from said committee, made the following

REPORT.

The committee appointed to nominate officers for the Grand Lodge have
attended to the duty assigned them, and report that they have nominated the
following :

Benjamin T. Kavanaugh, G. Master. .

Abram D, Smith, D. G, Master.

Moses Meeker, S. G. Warden.

David Merrilly, J. G. Warden.

Thomas P. Burnett, Grand Treasurer.

Ben. C. Eastman, Grand Secretary.

Dwight F. Lawton, Grand Lecturer.

Which report was accepted, and the committee discharged.
On motion of Bro. Rountree, it was

Resolved, That the Grand Lodge do now proceed to the elec-
tion of officers, and all the above-named Brethren were elected and
installed.

Texas.

During the very first effort to establish a lodge in Texas, that
country was a dependency of Mexico, and the Roman Catholic
priesthood controlled the most of the population and were the open
enemies of Freemasonry, and the American settlers were objects of
suspicion.

In the winter of 1834-35 five Master Masons having made
themselves known to each other as such, after many conferences
and much deliberation, concluded to establish a lodge in Texas.
These were John H. Wharton, Asa Brigham, James A. E. Phelps,
Alexander Russell, and Anson Jones; they fixed upon time and
locality for their meeting to accomplish their desire. Brother J.
P. Caldwell subsequently joined them. The town of Brazoria was
selected for their meeting, and in a small grove of wild peach and
laurel in a family burial-ground of General John Austin.

Here in a day of March, 1835, 10 A.M., “was held the first
formal meeting of Masons in Texas.” These six Brethren made
arrangements to apply to the Grand Lodge of Louisiana for a
dispensation to form and open a lodge to be called Holland
Lodge. A petition was drawn up and another Master Mason,
Brother W. D. C. Hall, having signed it with the other six, it was
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forwarded to New Orleans. The officers named were: Anson
Jones, W. Master; Asa Brigham, Senior Warden, and J. P. Cald-
well, Junior Warden. This dispensation was granted, and Holland
Lodge, No. 36, was started at Brazoria on December 27, 183s.
In the second story of the old court-house was where the Com-
munications were held.

In consequence of the difficulties with Mexico, which finally
resulted in open hostilities, the succeeding war, and independence
of the Republic of Texas, the lodge struggled on until February,
1836, the last communication being held that month. In March
Brazoria was abandoned, and the dispensation was captured by
Urrea, and with records, books, jewels, etc., was destroyed.
~ In October, 1837, the lodge was reopened in the city of Houston,
a Warrant for it having been granted in the meantime, and the
lodge is yet in existence.

Two other lodges, viz. : Milam, No. 40, at Nacogdoches, and
McFarland, No. 41, at San Augustine, were warranted by the Grand
Lodge of Louisiana.

These lodges, as also Holland Lodge, No. 36, sent delegates to
a convention which met in Houston, and the Grand Lodge of the
Republic at Texas was organized, December 20, 1837. Brother
Anson Jones was elected Grand Master.

The three lodges surrendered their charters to the Grand Lodge
of Louisiana, and received new charters from their own Grand
Lodge. ‘

Jowa.

The first dispensation for the organization of a lodge in the Ter-
ritory of Iowa was issued November 20, 1840, to Des Moines
Lodge, at Burlington, which was chartered October 20, 1841. The
second dispensation for a lodge was issued February 4, 1841, to
Iowa Lodge, at Bloomington, Muscatine County, constituted Feb-
ruary 4, 1841, and chartered October 20, 1841, as No. 42. The
third dispensation was dated October 10, 1842, to Dubuque Lodge,
at Dubuque, and was chartered October 10, 1843. The fourth was
Iowa City Lodge, at Iowa City, County of Johnson, which was
constituted October 10, 1842, by dispensation, and chartered Octo-
ber 10, 1843.

These lodges all derived their warrants from the Grand Lodge
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of Missouri, and the present writer, as an officer in that Grand
Lodge, voted for all but the first one, but was a visitor in the
Grand Lodge when the first one was chartered. He made the
personal acquaintance of Brother Theodore S. Parvin and the
other representatives of those lodges at that time, and Brother
Parvin and the writer are the only surviving members of that Grand
Lodge since October, 1897.

These four lodges, by agreement, at a preliminary convention of
their delegates, held at the communication of the Grand Lodge of
Missouri, at St. Louis, October 11, 1843, met in convention at
Iowa City, in Iowa Territory, January 2, 1844, and then and there
organized the Grand Lodge of Iowa.

Delegates were present from the following other lodges in Iowa
working under authority of the Grand Lodge of Illinois, viz. :
Rising Sun, No. 12, at Montrose, Keokuk Lodge, at Keokuk, and
Clinton Lodge, at Davenport. The first under a Charter and the
other two under dispensations. These lodges were finally admitted
to the Grand Lodge of Iowa.

January 3, 1844, the Grand Officers were elected. Brother
Oliver Cock was unanimously elected on the second ballot the
Grand Master, and Brother Theodore Sutton Parvin unanimously
elected Grand Secretary, which office he has filled, except when he
was chosen Grand Master, ever since, now fifty-five years. No
Mason has a more extended reputation for abilities, so essential in
the management of Masonic affairs, than has our illustrious Brother,
who is so favorably known throughout the world of Masonry.

Oregon.

After the organization of Multnomah Lodge at Oregon City, a
little more than two years elapsed before any additional lodges were
established in Oregon. Following the planting of this lodge, the
Grand Lodge of California, on November 27, 1850, granted a Char-
ter to Willamette Lodge, No. 11, at Portland. This lodge was
opened and constituted January 4, 1851. The Grand Lodge of
California granted a Charter to Lafayette Lodge, of Oregon. This
lodge was constituted and began work July 30, 1851. The establish-
ment of this lodge gave to the Territory of Oregon the requisite
number of lodges, under the common law of Masonry, to organize

N
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an independent Grand Lodge for the jurisdiction. The opportunity
was at once improved.

“ The important question,” says a distinguished Brother, recently
deceased, “of having a Grand Lodge was agitated. Consequently,
on the 16th of August, A.L. 5851, A.D. 1851, a convention of F. & A.
Masons of the Territory of Oregon was held at Oregon City to
form a Grand Lodge. Brother Berryman Jennings was elected
Chairman and Bro. Benjamin Stark Secretary.” The convention,
after due consideration, resolved upon the wisdom and expediency
of the “ formation of a Grand Lodge.” In pursuance of this action
an address, giving official notice of the purpose in view, was pre-
pared and sent out to the several lodges, requesting them to meet
again in convention on the second Saturday in September following,
to perfect the Grand Lodge organization.

In pursuance of this call, delegates from the several lodges assem-
bled at Oregon City on September 13, 1851, and proceeded to the
work in hand by the election of Bro. John Elliott Chairman, and
Bro. W. S. Caldwell Secretary. The three lodges, viz. : Multono-
mah, Willamette, and La Fayette, were duly represented. Among
the delegates present were those who were otherwise admitted to
seats in the convention, viz. : Bros. J. C. Ainsworth, R. R. Thomp-
son, Forbes Barclay, John Elliott, Lewis May, Benj. Stark, Wm.
M. Berry, D. D. Garrett, G. B. Coudy, B. Jennings, Robert Thomp-
son, Amory Holbrook, and W. S. Caldwell. On Monday, Sep-
tember 15th following, a constitution, through a committee, was
reported and adopted, and the Grand Lodge of Oregon duly or-
ganized. Bro. Berryman Jennings was elected and installed Grand
Master, and Bro. Benj. Stark Grand Secretary.

The first lodge established under authority of the Grand Lodge
of Oregon was organized at Salem, under the name of Salem Lodge,
No. 4. The dispensation of this lodge was issued by the Deputy
Grand Master, R. W. Bro. John Elliott, on October 4, 1851.

California.

The Grand Lodge of California was organized in the city of
Sacramento, April 18, 1850. The constituent lodges were Cali-
fornia Lodge, No. 13, chartered by the Grand Lodge of the District
of Columbia, located in San Francisco, November g, 1848; Con-
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necticut Lodge, No. 75, Sacramento City, chartered by the Grand
Lodge of Connecticut, January 31, 1849 ; and Western Star Lodge,
No. 98, from the Grand Lodge of Missouri, May 10, 1848 ; Benton
City, Upper California.

Delegates were present from New Jersey Lodge, under dispen-
sation from the Deputy Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of New
Jersey, dated March 1, 1849. This lodge was opened in Sacramento
City, December 4, 1849.

Credentials were presented by B. D. Hyam, from Benicia
Lodge, at Benicia, but there being no dispensation or Charter or any
other information of the existence of such a lodge, it was not recog-
nized.

A constitution was adopted April 19th, and the Grand Officers
were elected and duly installed.

Minnesota.

The first lodge organized in Minnesota was St. Paul’s, No. 1,
constituted by the Grand Lodge of Ohio, August 4, 1849; the
second lodge was St. John’s, No. 1, warranted October 12, 1850, by
the Grand Lodge of Wisconsin ; and the third was Cataract Lodge,
No. 168, founded by the Grand Lodge of Illinois, 1852.

These three lodges, by delegates, met in convention at the city of
St. Paul, February 23, 1853, and constituted the Grand Lodge of
the State of Minnesota.

New Mexico.

The Grand Lodge of Missouri issued warrants to the following
lodges in New Mexico, viz. : Aztec Lodge, No. 108; Chapman
Lodge, No. 95; and Montezuma Lodge, No. 109.

These lodges met in convention, August 6, 1877, at Santa F¢,
for the purpose of discussing the question of forming a Grand
Lodge. Brother Simon B. Newcomb presided. The committee
on credentials found the representatives of the three above-men-
tioned lodges to be present. .

The next day a constitution and by-laws were adopted, the
Grand Officers wers elected and installed, Brother Wm. W. Griffin
being M. W. Grand Master, and David J. Miller R. W. Grand
Secretary.

e
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Washington.

The first steps of initiatory efforts toward Masonic organization
and the formation of a Masonic lodge on the Pacific Coast, so far
as any record has been shown or it is believed to exist, were taken
jointly by three brother Master Masons, namely: Bros. Joseph
Hull, William P. Dougherty, and Peter G. Stewart.

A petition was prepared and addressed to the Grand Lodge of
Missouri praying that a Charter be granted to the petitioners, under
the name of Multnomah Lodge.

The record of the Grand Lodge of Missouri reads as follows :
“ A charter was granted to Multnomah Lodge, No. 84, on the 19th
day of October, 1846, locating the Lodge at Oregon City, Oregon
Territory.”

In his annual address to the Grand Lodge of Oregon, held June
13, 1853, M. W. Bro. Berryman Jennings, Grand Master, says:

“ On the 25th day of November (1852) last, I granted a dispensa-
tion to sundry brethren residing at Olympia, Puget Sound, to open
a Lodge under the name of Olympia Lodge, returnable at this
Grand Communication, which return has been promptly made,
through their Worshipful Master, Brother T. F. McElroy.” Wash-
ington Territory was not organized until after this dispensation was
issued and the lodge began work.

On Saturday evening, December 11, 1852, Olympia Lodge,
U. D, held its first communication by virtue of Grand Lodge
authority, and was thereunder duly organized, the following
officers, members and Brethren being present, viz. : Bros. Thornton
F. McElroy, W. M., James W. Wiley, S. W., and Michael T.
Simmons, S. W.; also Bros. Smith Hays and Nicholas Delin of
the original petitioners (Bros. Ira Ward and A. K. Skidmore of
said petitioners being absent) ; Bros. Fred A. Clark and Calvin H.
Hale, visitors, were also present.

The Charter was granted to Olympia Lodge of Oregon, June
13th, and bears date June 15, 1853, and was designated as Olympia
Lodge of Oregon, No. 5, of that grand jurisdiction. The first
meeting under the Charter was held on Saturday evening, July 24,
1853, at which time we may infer the lodge was regularly consti-
tuted, although the record is silent in this particular. An election,
however, was held that evening for new officers under the Charter,
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with the following result: Bros. T. F. McElroy, W. M. ; B. F.
Yantis, S. W.; M. T. Simmons, J. W.; B. Close, Sec.; Ira Ward,
Treas., and Smith Hays, Tyler.

This was the first lodge established and constituted north of the
Columbia River and west of the Rocky Mountains.

The records of Multnomah Lodge from its institution until 1868
were destroyed by fire, and the oldest record is the ledger dating
from the year 1854.

Steilacoom Lodge, the second lodge established within the
present jurisdictional limits of Washington, was organized U. D. in
the year 1854. Since it first began work it has passed through
several trying ordeals, some of which were of so serious a nature
that its existence might well have been regarded as hopeless but for
the pluck and Masonic energy of its membership.

The records of the Grand Lodge of Oregon, session of June,
1854, show that R. W. Dep. Grand Master J. C. Ainsworth, acting
Grand Master, “ granted a Dispensation to Brother W. H. Wallace
and others to open a Lodge at Steilacoom, Washington Territory,
under the name of Steilacoom Lodge.”

The dispensation must have been granted during the latter part
of January or some time in February, 1855s.

During the summer or fall of 1857, probably about September
1st, M. W. Bro. Ben. J. Stark, G. M. of Masons of Oregon, issued
a dispensation for a new lodge at Grand Mound, Thurston County,
Washington, named Grand Mound Lodge.

This lodge was chartered by the Grand Lodge of Oregon, July
12, or 15, 1858, under the name of Grand Mound Lodge, No. 21.
On August 21, 1858, at its hall on Grand Mound Prairie, the lodge
was duly constituted and its officers installed.

On September 19, 1868, after eleven years of hard struggling, in
earnest and zealous efforts to build up and sustain the lodge, the
Brethren reluctantly felt it a duty to themselves and the Fraternity
to surrender the Charter to the Grand Lodge.

In the annual address of M. W. Grand Master Benjamin J.
Stark to the Grand Lodge of Oregon, July 13, 1858, among the
seven dispensations he reported having granted during the year
for the formation of new lodges is one ‘“for Washington Terri-
tOl’y.”

On July 13, 1858, a Charter was granted by the Grand Lodge of

N
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Oregon to Washington Lodge, No. 22. The Charter bears date the
same as that of Grand Mound Lodge, namely, July 15, 1858.

In the foregoing references to the organization, severally, of
Olympia, Steilacoom, Grand Mound, and Washington lodges, we
find that they were the first organized Masonic bodies north of
Columbia River.

On Monday, December 6, 1858, a little band of Freemasons,
about one dozen in number, met at the Masonic hall, in the city
of Olympia, Washington Territory. Their declaration of purpose
was to consider “the propriety of establishing a Grand Lodge of
Free and Accepted Masons for said Territory.”

This little band of Brethren in convention assembled resolved
to proceed to the formation and organization of a Grand Lodge of
Free and Accepted Masons for the Territory of Washington.

The convention was composed of delegates representing the
four existing lodges in the Territory, viz. : Olympia Lodge, No. 5;
Steilacoom Lodge, No. 8; Grand Mound Lodge, No. 21, and
Washington Lodge, No. 22, together with all Past Masters by
service, who were members of these lodges, and present during the
sessions of the convention.

On the evening of December 8, 1858, a constitution, having
been prepared by a committee appointed for that purpose, was
submitted, duly considered and adopted, after which the Grand
Officers were elected.

The convention, having completed its labors, was adjourned,
stne dze, on the morning of December gth, whereupon the Most
Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the
Territory of Washington was opened in ample form, and was thus
launched upon the sea of its sovereign existence.

The business transacted at this first session, though compar-
atively brief, was most important to the future interest and zeal of
the Grand Lodge. It related chiefly to formulating plans and
adopting methods for placing the * machinery of Grand Lodge in
Order,” in furtherance of the important work before it.

We are indebted to the history of the Grand Lodge of Wash-
ington, by Bro. Grand Secretary Thomas M. Read, for the above
sketch.
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Kansas.

By reference to the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Mis-
souri the record will be found of the organization of the first three
lodges in Kansas.

Dispensations for the formation of new lodges were issued :

August 4, 1854, to John W. Chivington and others, to open a
lodge at the house of Mathew R. Walker, in Wyandotte Territory,
to be called Kansas Lodge, by order of Most Worshipful Grand
Master L. S. Cornwell.

October 6, 1854, to John W. Smith and others, to open a lodge
at the town of Smithfield, Kansas Territory, to be called Smithfield
Lodge, by order of R. W. N. B. Giddings, D. D. G. Master First
Masonic District of Missouri.

December 30, 1854, to Richard R. Rees and others, to open a
lodge at the town of Leavenworth, Kansas Territory, by order of
R. W. D. P. Wallingford, D. G. Master of Missouri.!

At a meeting of delegates from several Masonic lodges in the
Territory of Kansas, at the city of Leavenworth, on November
14, A.D. 1855, A.L. 5855. Present: Bro. William P. Richardson of
Smithton Lodge, No. 140, as proxy for W. M. Richard R. Rees,
W. M. of Leavenworth Lodge, No. 150, and Bro. A. Payney, -
S. W. of Leavenworth Lodge, No. 150.

On motion of Bro. Rees, Bro. William P. Richardson was called
to the Chair, and on motion, Bro. R. R. Rees acted as Secretary.

Bro. Rees moved, that as Wyandotte Lodge was not represented
in this convention, that the convention adjourn until December
27th next, with a request that all the chartered lodges be rep-
resented ; which motion was carried, and the convention ad-
journed.

The convention met in the office of A. and R. R. Rees, in the
city of Leavenworth, pursuant to adjournment, December 27, 185s5.

Present : Bro. John W. Smith, W. M. of Smithton Lodge, No.
140; Bro. R. R. Rees, W. M. of Leavenworth Lodge, No. 150;
and Bros. C. T. Harrison, L. J. Eastin, J. J. Clarkson, G. W. Per-
kins, I. B. Donaldson, and Brother Kohn, Master Masons.

Bro. J. W. Smith was called to the Chair, Bro. Rees acting as
Secretary.

! Proceedings of Grand Lodge of Missouri, 1855, pp. 64, 65.
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Bro. Rees offered the following resolution, which was unani-
mously adopted :

Resolved, That we do proceed to organize a Grand Lodge for the Territory
of Kansas, and that a copy of the proceedings of this convention be forwarded
to Wyandotte Lodge with a request that they co-operate with us, and ap-
prove the proceedings of this convention; and that so soon as Wyandotte
shall inform the Grand Master elect of their approval, and co-operation in the
proceedings of this convention, that then, the Grand Master elect shall be in-
stalled as Grand Master and immediately issue a proclamation declaring this
Grand Lodge fully organized.

On motion of Bro. Rees, the Chair appointed a committee of
three to report a constitution and by-laws for the government
of this Grand Lodge, which committee consisted of Bros. Rees,
Eastin, and Harrison.

The committee appointed to report a constitution and code of
by-laws made their report, which was adopted.

On motion of Bro. Rees, the convention adjourned, to meet at
Masonic hall at early candle-light.

On motion of Bro. Rees, the constitution and by-laws adopted
in convention are unanimously adopted as the constitution and
by-laws of this Grand Lodge.

The Grand Lodge thereupon proceeded to the election of
Grand Officers, which resulted in the election of Bro. Richard R.
Reesas M. W. G. M.

On motion of Bro. Vanderslice, a committee consisting of Bros.
Vanderslice, Walker, and Smith was appointed to report a con-
stitution and code of by-laws for the government of this Grand
Lodge.

The Grand Lodge was called from labor to refreshments
until 7.30 .M.

A committee appointed by the Grand Lodge of Kansas, at their
convention held at Leavenworth City, on Monday, March 17, 1856,
reported a constitution and by-laws for the government of said
Grand Lodge which was adopted.

The Grand Lodge then proceeded to the election of Grand
Officers for the ensuing year, which resulted in the election of Bro.
Richard R. Rees, Grand Master, who was then installed and who
then installed all the other officers.

93
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Nebraska.

The first lodge in the State of Nebraska was Nebraska Lodge,
No. 184, at Belleville, Sarpy County, chartered by the Grand Lodge
of Illinois, October 3, 1855s.

The second lodge was Giddings Lodge, No. 156, at Nebraska
City, Otoe County, chartered by the Grand Lodge of Missouri,
May 28, 1856. The third lodge was Capitol Lodge, No. 101, at
Omaha City, Douglas County, chartered by the Grand Lodge of
Iowa, June 3, 1857.

These three lodges, by their delegates, held a convention at
Omabha City, September 23, 1857, and resolved to organize a Grand
Lodge for the Territory of Nebraska.

The Grand Officers were elected, Bro. Robert C. Jordan being
chosen Grand Master, who held that station until 1860. We regret
to record here that this *father of Nebraska Masonry " died Jan-
uary 9, 1899, aged seventy-four years.

Before closing this history of Nebraska, intelligence was received
of the sad ending of the life of another distinguished brother, Will-
iam R. Bowen, the Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge, Grand
Chapter, and Grand Recorder of the Grand Commandery, who, like
Brother Jordan, had been called the father of Nebraska Masonry.
These remarks are due, because of the writer’s personal knowledge
of, and intimate association with, both of these Brethren, not only
in the above grand bodies, but also in the Supreme Council of the
A..A.-.A.'.S.".Rite, of which Bro.".Jordan was the Active Member
for Nebraska up to the date of his death, and Bro..Bowen was an
Emeritus, having retired from the Active list several years since.

Indian Territory.

The first lodge organized in the Indian Territory was Flint
Lodge, in the * Cherokee Nation,” which received a Charter from
the Grand Lodge of Arkansas, dated November g, 1853. The
second lodge was called Muskogee, and subsequently named
Eufala, in the “Creek Nation,” and received a dispensation, sup-
posedly, from the Grand Master of Arkansas in 1855; and a
Charter was granted, November 7, 1855. During the war of
1861-65 it ceased its labors, and its Charter was arrested Novem-
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ber 6, 1867. [Early in 1874 the Grand Master of Arkansas revived
the lodge ; it remained on the registry of that Grand Lodge nearly
two years, until that Grand Lodge recognized the Grand Lodge of
Indian Territory. Doaksville Lodge received a dispensation from
the Grand Lodge of Arkansas, December 23, 1870, and was
chartered November 8, 1871. Caddo Lodge received a dispensa-
tion, August 26, 1873, from the Grand Lodge of Arkansas, and was
chartered October 14, 1873. These two were in the * Choctaw
Nation.”

Muskogee, Doaksville, and Caddo lodges met in convention, by
their delegates, October 5, 1874, and decided to form a Grand
Lodge for the Indian Territory. A constitution was adopted,
Grand Officers were chosen and installed, and the Grand Lodge was
constituted, October 6, 1874.

Three other lodges were in existence when the Grand Lodge
was constituted, viz. : Oklahoma, in the *“ Choctaw Nation,” which
had been chartered by the Grand Lodge of Arkansas, November
18, 1868. This lodge, as soon as the Grand Lodge was started,
sent in her Charter and had it endorsed ; it then came under that con-
stitution. Flint Lodge, already described, and Alpha Lodge, also
in the *Cherokee Nation,” which had received a dispensation from
Kansas, May 18, 1872, and a Charter, October 17, 1872, declined
joining the New Grand Lodge, and adhered to the Grand Lodges
from which they had received their warrants. The Grand Lodges
of Arkansas and Kansas for some time refused to recognize the
Grand Lodge of Indian Territory. In 1876 the latter Grand Lodge
arrested the charters of the two delinquent lodges. The Grand
Lodge of Kansas sustained her daughter lodge and still refused to
acknowledge the New Grand Lodge. The issue continued until the
Grand Lodge of Indian Territory rescinded her action of 1876.
Soon thereafter Flint Lodge surrendered, and Alpha Lodge fol-
lowed her in October, 1878, after the desired action of the Grand
Lodge of Kansas had been obtained.

Other lodges subsequently had been chartered by the New
Grand Lodge—two in the Cherokee, two in the Choctaw, and two
in the Chickasaw nations.
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Colorado.

The first lodges in Colorado were Golden City Lodge, at Golden
City, chartered by the Grand Lodge of Kansas, October 17, 1860 ;
Summit Lodge, at Parkville, chartered by the Grand Lodge of Ne-
braska, June 5, 1861; and Rocky Mountain Lodge, at Gold Hill,
June 5, 1861, by the same Grand Lodge.

August 2, 1861, the above-mentioned lodges met, by their dele-
gates, in convention at Golden City. They elected and installed
their Grand Officers and constituted the Grand Lodge of Colorado,
and declared it to be regularly organized. A constitution was
adopted. The Grand Lodge of Kansas, October 15, 1867, chartered
Nevada Lodge, in Colorado, it seems without the knowledge of
the formation of the Grand Lodge of Colorado. (How this could
have occurred we can scarcely conceive, as six years had elapsed.)
This lodge, not having done any Masonic work under the Charter,
was permitted to surrender the Charter and take a new one from the
Grand Lodge of Colorado.

Nevada.

Carson Lodge, at Carson City, was chartered May 15, 1862;
Washoe Lodge, at Washoe City, and Virginia City Lodge, at Vir-
ginia City, both chartered May 14, 1863 ; Silver City Lodge, changed
afterward to Amity, at Silver City, chartered May 15, 1863 ; Silver
Star Lodge, at Gold Hill, Esmeralda Lodge, at Aurora, and Escurial
Lodge, at Virginia, all three chartered October 13, 1864 ; and Lan-
der Lodge, at Austin, chartered October 14, 1864. All of these
eight lodges received their charters from the Grand Lodge of Cali-
fornia.

A convention was called to meet January 16, 1865, which was
accordingly done and six lodges were represented the first day ; the
next day another lodge was represented. Lander Lodge, of the
above list, was the only lodge which did not appear in the conven-
tion.

A constitution was adopted. The Grand Officers were elected
and installed January 17, 1865. The old charters were endorsed
for present use. Lander Lodge, although unrepresented in the con-
vention and organization, presumed herself to be a part of the Grand
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Lodge, and under its jurisdiction made the returns to the Grand
Lodge with the other lodges.

The first annual grand communication was held October 10,
1865.

Dakota.

The first lodge organized in Dakota was St. John's Lodge, at
Yankton, which received from the Grand Lodge of Iowa, Decem-
ber 5, 1862, a dispensation, and afterward a Charter, dated June 3,
1863 ; Incense Lodge, at Vermillion, received a dispensation, Jan-
uary 14, 1869, and a Charter, June 2, 1869 ; Elk Point Lodge, at
Elk Point, received a dispensation, March 23, 1870, and a Charter,
June 8, 1871 ; Minnehaha Lodge, at Sioux Falls, received a dispen-
sation, July 13, 1873, and a Charter, June 3, 1874; Silver Star
Lodge, at Canton, received a dispensation, February 6, 1875, and a
Charter, June 2, 1875; and Mount Zion Lodge, at Springfield, re-
ceived a dispensation, February 16, 1875, and a Charter, June 2,
1875. All of the above warrants were granted by authority of the
Grand Lodge of Iowa. A dispensation was issued by the Grand
Master of Minnesota, November 22, 1872, for Shiloh Lodge, at
Fargo, and a Charter was issued January 14, 1874. He also issued a
dispensation to Bismarck Lodge in 1874, and again in 1875, and on
January 12, 1876, the lodge received a Charter.

June 21, 1875, a convention was held of the representatives of
St. John's, Incense, Elk Point, Minnehaha, and Silver Star lodges.
Those of Mt. Zion Lodge, U. D., were present but did not partici-
pate in the proceedings, the lodge not having a Charter. A consti-
tution was adopted and they elected their Grand Officers.

July 21, 1875, convention met again and the Grand Officers
were installed in public, by Illustrious Brother Theodore S. Parvin,
P. G. Master and Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Iowa.

This Grand Lodge continued until the session of June 11-13,
1889, when by Act of Congress, approved February 22, 1889, the
division of the Territory of Dakota into North and South Dakota
was likely to be accomplished within a few months. The report of
a committee on division of the Grand Lodge was adopted, and cer-
tain lodges located in North Dakota were permitted to organize a
Grand Lodge of North Dakota, which will be stated under that
designation.
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The name of “ Dakota ” was changed to “ South Dakota ” at the
sixteenth communication of the Grand Lodge, held June 10, 1890,
in Madison.

South Dakota is the designation of the original Grand Lodge of
Dakota.

North Dakota.

So soon as it was determined by the Grand Lodge of Dakota, at
its session, held June 11-13, 1889, that there should be a division of
the Grand Lodge of Dakota to correspond with the political division
of the Territory into North and South Dakota, a convention was
held, June 12, 1889, at the city of Mitchell, where the Grand Lodge
was in session, and the following lodges of North Dakota were rep-
resented, viz. : :

Shiloh, No. 8; Pembina, No. 10; Casselton, No. 12; Acacia,
No. 15; Bismarck, No. 16 ; Jamestown, No. 19 ; Valley City, No.
21 ; Mandan, No. 23; Cereal, No. 29; Hillsboro, No. 32; Cres-
cent, No. 36; Cheyenne Valley, No. 41; Ellendale, No. 49; San-
born, No. 51; Wahpeton, No. 58; North Star, No. 59; Minto,
No. 60; Mackey, No. 63 ; Goase River, No. 64 ; Hiram, No. 74 ;
Minnewaukan, No. 75; Tongue River, No. 78; Bathgate, No. 80;
Euclid, No. 84; Anchor, No. 88; Golden Valley, No. go; Occi-
dental, No. g9.

The convention resolved that it was expedient to organize a
Grand Lodge for North Dakota. A constitution and by-laws were
adopted.

June 13th, the first session of the Grand Lodge was held in the
city of Mitchell. The elected and appointed officers were present
and representatives of the above twenty lodges.

The Grand Lodge of North Dakota has continued to keep pace
with the other Western Grand Lodges.

Tdako.

In 1863 a meeting of Masons was held in Idaho City, Boise
County, and it was resolved to apply to the Grand Master of Oregon
for a dispensation to organize a lodge, which was granted July 7,
1863, and on June 21, 1864, a Charter was granted to Idaho Lodge,
No. 35. The next lodge was in Boise City, No. 37, April 1, 1865,

N
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under dispensation from the Grand Lodge of Oregon. At a com-
munication held in June, 1865, it was resolved to apply for a Char-
ter, which was granted to Boise City Lodge, No. 37, June 20, 1865.
Placer Lodge, No. 38, was the third lodge organized under Warrant
from the Grand Lodge of Oregon, June 20, 1865. Pioneer Lodge,
No. 12, received her Warrant from the Grand Lodge of the Ter-
ritory of Washington, June 7, 1867. Owyhee Lodge received a
dispensation from the Grand Lodge of Oregon, July 21, 1866.

The above four chartered lodges held a Convention in Idaho
City, December 16, 1867. Owyhee Lodge, U. D., from courtesy,
was admitted and permitted to vote. The convention decided to
organize a Grand Lodge.

December 17, 1867, a full corps of Grand Officers was elected
and installed. Constitution of Grand Lodge of Oregon was adopt-
ed temporarily.

December 17th, Grand Lodge was opened in ample form and
so has continued to present time.!

Montana.

At the burial of a Mason in the Territory of Montana was the
first gathering of Masons, which led to an effort to organize a lodge
by an application to the Grand Master of Nebraska, who issued a
dispensation, April 27, 1863, to form a lodge at Bannock, which
was in Dakota, but supposed to be in Idaho. This dispensation was
renewed on June 24, 1863, and authorized again on June 24, 1864,
and finally, when it arrived at the place, the members had been dis-
persed by removal of residence and no lodge was ever opened.

The lodge Virginia City, No. 43, received a Charter dated
December 26, 1864, from the Grand Lodge of Kansas. A dis-
pensation was received from the Grand Lodge of Colorado dated
April 4, 1865, for Montana Lodge, No. g, at Virginia City. Helena
Lodge, No. 10, received a dispensation from the same Grand Lodge
and was organized August 17, 1865. Both of these lodges re-
ceived charters granted November 7, 1865, from the Grand Lodge
of Colorado.

A convention of the representatives of the above lodges was
held January 24, 1866. After proper investigation as to the mem-

! From proceedings of Grand Lodge of Idaho, September, 1883.
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bership of the convention, it was decided to form a Grand Lodge
and the convention closed.

The officers of the three lodges then opened a Grand Lodge in
due form. A constitution was adopted and the Grand Officers were
elected. January 26, 1866, the Grand Officers were regularly in-
stalled and at the same time charters were issued to the lodges and
returns were made of one hundred and five members.

West Virginia.

In consequence of the Civil War, from 1861 to 1865 the affairs
of Masonry, in common with all civil matters in Virginia and West
Virginia, which latter had been separated from the parent State,
were in utter confusion. Many of the lodges in West Virginia had
ceased to meet, some had lost their charters and other properties.
After due consideration of the condition of things, in response to a
circular from Fairmont Lodge, No. g, which had been sent through-
out the State, a convention was held, December 28, 1863, at Grafton,
which was held during a period of great excitement, in consequence
of some of the delegates having been prevented from attending, by
the movements of the war having again disturbed the condition of
the State. After two adjournments the convention finally met,
June 24, 1864, in Fairmont. Eight of the working lodges out of
thirteen in the State were represented. Grand Officers were elected
and a day selected for their installation, but as the convention ad-
journed szze die the Grand Officers decided that no further action
could be had under a misapprehension of an informality in their
proceedings.

A new convention was called to meet April 12, 1865. The
lodges represented were those at the prior convention, and were
as follows, viz.: Wellsburg, No. 108; Wheeling, No. 128; Ohio,
No. 101; Marshall Union, No. 37; Cameron, No. 180; Morgan-
town, No. 93; Fairmont, No. 9; Fetterman, No. 170. Grand
Officers were again elected, and May 10th! selected for their installa-
tion. The convention met on that day. One other lodge, Mt.
Olivet, No. 113, in addition to the eight, was represented. The
convention closed and a Grand Lodge was opened. The Grand
Officers were installed. The old charters were ordered to be en-

1 The record, page 13, says I1th, which is an error.
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dorsed under the seal of the Grand Lodge, and to be retained until
new ones could be prepared and issued.

Utah.

“Through much tribulation ye shall enter into” — Masonry.
A dispensation was issued, February 4, 1866, by the Grand Master
of Nevada for the organization of Mt. Moriah Lodge at Salt Lake
City. The lodge duly organized, but very soon the treatment by
one of the lodges of Masons of the Mormon faith became an issue,
which was submitted to the Grand Master of Nevada, who according-
ly issued an edict forbidding the admission, as visitors and the affilia-
tion, of Mormons claiming to be Masons ; and also the reception of
their petitions for the degrees. The lodge demurred to this decree,
but submitted to the order of the Grand Master. A petition,
however, was sent to the Grand Master to modify the decree, so
that Mormons not polygamists would be exempted from the
decree. The dispensation of the lodge was returned, and a Charter
asked for. The Grand Lodge approved of the edict of the Grand
Master, and, declining to grant a Charter, renewed the dispensation.
The lodge, although ‘worse than sorrow-stricken,” still continued
to work for another year. The lodge then petitioned for a Charter,
with the condition that if they could not have a Charter unrestricted
by the edict, they declined having a Charter. The surrender of the
dispensation was promptly accepted by the Grand Lodge. The
members then presented their petition to the Grand Lodge of
Montana, October 8, 1887, with a statement of the circumstances
of their relation with the Grand Lodge of Nevada. The Grand
Lodge of Montana declared, that the assumption of the petitions
that the Grand Lodge of Nevada did not possess the power to
decide who are not proper persons to be admitted into its sub-
ordinate lodges, was *“subversive of the principles of Masonry.”
The petition for a Charter was rejected, and they were referred to
the Grand Lodge of Nevada for a redress of their alleged grievances.
The lodge applied then to the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge
of Kansas, who issued a dispensation, November 25, 1867, and on
October 21, 1868, a Charter was granted by the Grand Lodge.

A convention was held at Salt Lake City, January 16, 1872, by
the representatives of the three lodges located in that city, viz.:
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Wasatch Lodge, chartered by the Grand Lodge of Montana,
October 7, 1867 ; Mount Moriah Lodge, chartered by the Grand
Lodge of Kansas, October 21, 1868 ; Argenta Lodge, chartered by
the Grand Lodge of Colorado, September 26, 1871.

It was decided, by unanimous vote, to organize a Grand Lodge
for Utah. The Grand Officers were chosen and installed, and the
Grand Lodge was duly constituted.

In consequence of the Mormon Church being in their midst,
difficulties at once arose in one of the lodges. A member joined
the Mormons, and upon trial by regular process he was expelled,
and the Grand Lodge affirmed the expulsion. This matter drew
the attention of other Grand Lodges, who took formal action upon
it ; and the course of the Grand Lodge of Utah was nearly, if not
unanimously, sustained.

Arizona.

Aztlan Lodge, at Prescott, was chartered by the Grand Lodge
of California, October 11, 1866 ; which also chartered Arizona
Lodge, No. 257, at Pheenix, October 16, 1879, and Tucson Lodge,
No. 263, at Tucson, October 15, 1881. A dispensation was issued
to Solomon Lodge, at Tombstone, June 4, 1881, which was con-
tinued at the next communication of the Grand Lodge of Califor-
nia, October 1, 1882. White Mountain Lodge, No. 5, at Globe, re-
ceived a Charter from the Grand Lodge of New Mexico dated
January 18, 1881. ,

The representatives of Arizona Lodge, No. 257, Tucson Lodge,
No. 263, and White Mountain Lodge, No. 5, held a convention,
March 23, 1882, at Tucson, and the representatives of Solomon
Lodge, U. D., were invited ‘to take part in the deliberations of
the Convention.” The convention adopted a constitution. A
lodge of Master Masons was then opened, and the Grand Officers
were elected. On March 25th the Grand Officers were installed and
the convention closed, and the Grand Lodge was duly opened.
The charters of the lodges were properly endorsed and returned to
them as the authority under which they continued their existence.
Solomon Lodge, U. D, received her Charter under the name of
King Solomon, No. 5. Aztlan Lodge had her Charter endorsed,
and she made her returns. These five lodges had a membership
of two hundred and seventy-four.




FREEMASONRY IN THE UNITED STATES 1483

Wyoming.

Cheyenne Lodge, No. 16, at Cheyenne, was chartered by the
Grand Lodge of Colorado, October 7, 1868.

Laramie Lodge, No. 18, at Laramie City, received a dispensa-
tion from the same Grand Lodge, January 31, 1870, and a Charter,
September 28, 1870.

Evanston Lodge, No. 24, at Evanston, received a dispensation
from the same Grand Lodge, September 8, 1873, and a Charter,
September 30, 1874.

Wyoming Lodge, No. 28, at South Pass City, had a dispen
sation issued to her by the Grand Lodge of Nebraska, November
20, 1869, and a Charter, June 23, 1870.

The representatives of these four lodges met in convention
December 15, 1874, at Laramie City, and proceeded to organize a
Grand Lodge for Wyoming by adopting a constitution, electing
and installing their Grand Officers on the 16th. The four lodges
then had a membership of two hundred and fifty.

The first annual communication was held October 12, 1875,
and the Grand Lodge has continued to hold its annual commu-
nications, and from the tabular statement at the conclusion of this
chapter will be found the number of members.

Oklakoma.

At the eighteenth annual communication of the Grand Lodge
of Indian Territory, under which Grand Lodge all the then existing
lodges in Oklahoma Territory held their lodge warrants, a paper
was presented to the Grand Lodge from the ‘“members and repre-
sentatives of the various Lodges of Masons in the Territory of
Oklahoma organized and being within the jurisdiction of the Grand
Lodge of Indian Territory, respectfully ask your consent and the
consent of said Grand Lodge to the formation and organization by
the said Oklahoma Lodges of a separate and independent Grand
Lodge within and for said Oklahoma Territory to be known as the
*Grand Lodge of Oklahoma’ and to have and possess hereafter
exclusive Masonic jurisdiction and authority as the Grand Lodge
within and for the said Territory of Oklahoma.

“ Dated at Tahlequah, I. T., August 16, 1892.”
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This was signed by the representatives of the following lodges:
Guthrie Lodge, No. 35; North Canadian Lodge, No. 36; Ed-
mond Lodge, No. 37.

This was referred to a committee, and upon a favorable report,
the petition was granted and suitable arrangements were made for
holding a convention of all the lodges in the new Territory, at
which the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge was to preside and
install the newly elected Grand Officers and formally proclaim by
authority of that Grand Lodge *“that the Grand Lodge of Okla-
homa is legally organized,” etc.

On motion of Rev. Bro. R. W. Hill the Grand Lodge unani-
mously voted a set of Grand Lodge jewels to the new Grand Lodge.
We have not been able to get a copy of the proceedings of the
convention which was held November 10, 1892, but have before us
the proceedings of the first annual communication held at El
Reno, Oklahoma Territory, February 14, 1893, when there were
represented the following lodges, viz. :

Anadarko, No. 1, at Oklahoma City ; Guthrie, No. 2, at Guth-
rie ; Oklahoma, No. 3, at Oklahoma City ; Edmond No. 4, at
Edmond; Norman, No. 5, at Norman; Frontier, No. 6, at Still-
water ; El Reno, No. 7, at El Reno; Kingfisher, No. 8, at King-
fisher; Coronado, No. 9, at Hennessy; Chandler, No. 10, at
Chandler ; Crescent, No. 11, at Crescent City; Mulhall, U. D,
at Mulhall.

Alaska.

We have received the information that the Grand Master of
Washington Territory issued a dispensation for a lodge to be
organized in Sitka, Alaska, April 14, 1868. This dispensation was
continued September 17, 1868, and finally revoked October 18,
1872. We have no further information as to any lodges since
that time. There is no doubt that very soon lodges will be formed
in several of the new towns which have sprung up in the gold
regions, so soon as the population shall have become more stable
and permanently settled.
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TaBLE SHOWING THE NUMBER OF GRAND LODGES IN THE UNITED STATES;
NuMBer oF LopGes AND NuUMBER OF MEMBERS IN EACH, FOR THE

Year 1898.

No. Names of Grand Lodges. Date of Formation. NE::};‘;?‘ M:l::er
1| Alabama.................| June 14, 1821........ 376 12,005
2| ArizoDa...ccoeeeneannnns March 25, 1882....... 14 701
3 | Arkansas...... Ceeresenans February 22, 1832.... 448 13,305
4 | California................ April 18, 1850 ....... 265 19,542
5 | Colorado.....covvevennn... August 2, 1861....... 92 7,605
6 | Connecticut.,....oveus....| July 8,1789......... 109 17,232

Dakota Territory......... July 21, 1875 ........ Extinct. | Extinct.
7 | Delaware .....c.cc0c.....] June 6, 1806......... 21 2,176
8 | District of Columbia....... December 11, 1810... 25 5,298
9 | Florida....... Cereeeaeenas July 6, 1830......... 144 4,187

10 | Georgia.........co0uv.... December 16, 1786. .. 423 18,611

11 | Idaho...... cesesresnsanas December 17, 1867... 29 1,240

12 | Illinois...... cretereaannas April 6, 1840 ....... . 722 54,080

13 | Indiana...........o...... January 13, 1818. ..., 492 29,954

14 | Indian Territory....... ...| October 6, 1874....... 88 3,450

15 | Jowa....... teeeseceeaaann January 2, 1844...... 487 27,907

16 | Kansas............ ceenens March 17, 1856.. ... . 359 20,103

17 | Kentucky ................ October 16, 1800..... 470 18,402

18 | Louisiana .. .............. July 11, 1812........ 132 5,476

19 | Maine.................... June 1, 1820......... 195 22,191

20 | Maryland................. April 17, 1787 ...... . 103 7,784

21 | Massachusetts.............| July 30,1733........ 253 39,334

22 | Michigan,....... eeeeena. June 24, 1826........ 388 40,387

23 | Minnesota........ ceeeeaas February 23, 1853.... 212 15,906

24 | Mississippi.......c.0..... July 27, 1818........ 268 9,010

25 | Missouri,.......... eeve..| April 23, 1821 ....... 564 31,360

26 | Montana................. January 26, 1866..... 47 2,850

27 | Nebraska................. September 23, 1857... 229 11,775

28 | Nevada...ooovevevennnnns January 17, 1865..... 20 837

29 | New Hampshire .......... July 8, 1789........ . 77 9,224

30| New Jersey.....ocoevennn. December 18, 1786... 168 16,970

31 | New Mexico.............. August 7, 1877....... 20 881

32 | New York.................| September 5, 1781..., 743 95,480

33 | North Carolina........... December 9, 1787.... 298 10,500

34 | North Dakota............ June 13, 1889........ 50 2,871

35 | Ohio....ooivvennaanen, January s, 1809...... 500 42,848

36 | Oklahoma................ October, 1892........ 34 1,456

37| Oregon..eeceenieinnanens August 16, 1851....., 101 5,090

38 | Pennsylvania............. September 26, 1786... 429 52,060

39 | Rhode Island............. June 21, 1791........ 37 5,164

40 | South Carolina........ ....| February s, 1787..... 185 5,840

41 | South Dakota............. June 21, 1875........ 93 4,460

42 | Tennessee........ccoeuues December 27, 1813... 428 17,248

43 | Texas............ccivunne December 2o, 1837... 626 30,852

44\ Utah................ ..., January 1, 1872...... 9 807



1486 HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY

. Number of Member-

No. Names of Grand Lodges. Date of Formation. Lodges. ship.
45 | Vermont.......cce0evuunn October 15, 1794..... 102 9,886
46 | Virginia...... ceesecsnanas October 13, 1777. ... 270 13,072
47 | Washington,.............| December 8, 1858.... 99 4,663
48 | West Virginia....o..00....| May 11, 1865........ 116 6,251
49 | Wisconsin.....o00ss......] December 18, 1843... 237 17,226
so | Wyoming ...... eeeeeess..| December 15, 1874... 16 1,046
Totals.........| 11,505 796,603
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CHAPTER LVI

HISTORY OF THE INTRODUCTION OF FREEMASONRY INTO EACH STATE
AND TERRITORY OF THE UNITED STATES

Royal Arck Masonry.

N Chapter XLIX.,, Dr. A. G. Mackey, having, in
a very elaborate and satisfactory manner, given
the history of the introduction of Royal Arch
Masonry into America; and in Chapter L., the
organization of the General Grand Chapter in
the United States, it is quite unnecessary for
the present writer to make any preface to the

details of the organization of the particular Chapters and the Grand

Chapters in the several Grand Jurisdictions. We shall, therefore,

proceed at once to that work, and in an alphabetical arrangement,

for a better reference to any special jurisdiction when required.

Alabama.

Prior to May, 1823, there were four chapters in Alabama having
been chartered by the General Grand Chapter. A convention of the
delegates of these chapters was held in Mobile in May and June,
1823, and it was decided to form a Grand Chapter for the State.
The Junior Chapter, Monroe, having taken exceptions, referred the
matter to the General Grand Chapter at its session, September 16,
1826, when the following was adopted :

“ Resolved, That the formation of a Grand Chapter for the State
of Alabama, in May, 1823,” prior to the expiration of one year
from the establishment of the junior chapter in such State, “ was
prohibited by the 11th section of the 2d Article of the General
Grand Constitution, and that therefore this General Grand Chapter
cannot ratify or approve of the proceedings of the convention held
at Mobile on the third Monday of May, 1823, or recognize the body

claiming to be considered the Grand Chapter of Alabama.”
1487
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A recommendation was, however, made to the four chapters to
proceed to form a Grand Chapter. On June 2, 1827, the Grand
Chapter was reorganized, and met in December following, and an-
nually until 1830, when it ceased to meet.

December, 1837, the delegates from the several chapters met
and reorganized the Grand Chapter, and it has continued as a con-
stituent of the General Grand Chapter.

Arizona.

Pursuant to an invitation from Companion Past High-Priest
George J. Roskruge of Tucson Chapter, No. 3, a convention of
Royal Arch Masons met in the hall of Tucson Lodge, No. 4, F. &
A. M, in Tucson, County of Pima, for the purpose of taking steps
to organize a Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons for the Ter-
ritory of Arizona, November 13, 188q.

The convention was called to order by Companion Past High-
Priest Martin W. Kales of Arizona Chapter, No. 1. Companion
George J. Roskruge of Tucson Chapter 3 was chosen Chairman of
the convention and Companion Frank Baxter was elected Secretary.

A committee on credentials was appointed and reported the
following chapters as being represented, viz.:

Date of Charter
August 24, 1880, Arizona Chapter, No. 1, located at Pheenix, Maricopa County.

August 1 Prescott Chapter, No. 2, located at Prescott, Yarapai County.
%;8 ) 5 3 Tucson Chapter, No. 3, located at Tucson, Pima County.
3 Cochise Chapter, No. 4, located at Tombstone, Cochise County.

Nov. 22, 1889.  Flagstaff Chapter, No. 5, located at Flagstaff, Coconino County,

A committee was appointed on Constitution and By-Laws, and
the convention took a recess; and on resuming labor the committee
reported a Constitution and By-Laws, which were adopted. The
convention then elected their officers; Martin W. Kales was chosen
Grand High-Priest, and George J. Roskruge Grand Secretary.

The convention then adjourned subject to a call from the
Grand Secretary.

November 12, 1890, the convention met and Companion George
J. Roskruge presided. The same chapters, as before, were rep-
resented, and there were also present a number of Past High-Priests
and Past Grand High-Priests, and Companion Titus of California,
all of whom were invited to seats (without votes).
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The President stated the object of the convention and read his
Warrant as Deputy of the General Grand High-Priest of the Gen-
eral Grand Chapter of the United States, dated November 1, 18g0.
On motion, the constitution, as adopted at the former convention,
was amended, to conform to the recommendation of the General
Grand High-Priest.

The convention then adjourned, that the Grand Chapter of
Royal Arch Masons of Arizona might be opened in ample form.

The first annual convocation was then opened (November 12,
1890) at 8 p.M., George J. Roskruge, Grand High-Priest, presiding,
and Morris Goldwater, Grand Secretary. The convention then
proceeded to elect the Grand Officers, and Martin W. Kales was
elected Grand High-Priest, and George James Roskruge was elected
Grand Secretary.

Companion Roskruge acting as Deputy General Grand High-
Priest of the United States constituted the Grand Chapter of
Arizona and installed the officers in accordance with the dispensa-
tion granted by the General Grand High-Priest, David F. Day.

On the following day (November 13, 1890) a convention of
Anointed High-Priests was organized and officers were elected.
Eight Past High-Priests were anointed.

Arkansas.

Charters were granted by the General Grand Chapter of the
United States to three chapters in Arkansas, the first being under
date of September 17, 1841.

The Grand Chapter was organized at a convention held April
28, 1851, and Companion Elbert H. English was the first Grand
High-Priest. When the General Grand Chapter of the United
States held its convocation at Nashville, Tenn., on November 24,
1874, Companion English was elected General Grand High-Priest.
His death occurred September 1, 1884.

In the years 1853 and 1854, Companion Albert Pike was the
Grand High-Priest.

Californza.

The first dispensation to organize a chapter of Royal Arch Ma-
sons in California was issued May g, 1850, to San Francisco Chapter,
No. 1,and a Charter was granted September 13th. Charters were

issued to Sonora, No. 2, and Sacramento, No. 3, September 17, 1853.
%
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These three chapters sent delegates to a convention held May 6,
1854, at Sacramento, where measures were taken to organize a
Grand Chapter, and after three days’ session adjourned to meet at
San Francisco, July 18, 1854, where the organization and constitu-
tion were fully completed by the installation of the Grand Officers.

Colorado.

Central City Chapter, No. 1, in Central City, was the first chap-
ter to which a dispensation, dated March 23, 1863, was issued in
Colorado, which was granted by the General Grand King. The
Deputy General Grand High-Priest granted a dispensation to Den-
ver Chapter, No. 2, April, 1863. These two chapters had their
charters granted at the following session of the General Grand
Chapter, September, 1865. A dispensation was issued to organize
Pueblo Chapter, No. , at Pueblo, May 24, 1871, and-a Charter
for the same was issued September 20, 1871. November 25, 1874,
charters were issued to Georgetown, No. 4, and Golden, No. 5.

A convention was held at Denver City by the authority of Elbert
H. English, M. E. General Grand High-Priest, May 11, 1875, and
the Grand Chapter of Colorado was regularly constituted.

Connecticut.

Six members of Saint John’s Lodge, No. 2, located in the town
of Middletown, Conn., having received and been “duly initiated into
the most sublime degree of an Excellent, Superexcellent, and Royal
Arch Mason in regular constituted Royal Arch Chapters,” and prov-
ing each other, they *“duly opened and held the first regular Grand
Royal Arch Chapter.”! They elected their officers. Their first
meeting was held September 12, 1783.

The “ Mother-Chapter,” or Washington Chapter of Royal Arch
Masons of the City of New York, granted the following charters
in Connecticut : Hiram, No. 1, in Newtown, Aprl 29, 1791 ;
Franklin, No. 2, New Haven, May 20, 1795; Franklin, No. 4,
Norwich, March 15, 1796, and Solomon, No. 5, Derby, March 15,
1796. Vanden Broeck, also No. s, received its Charter from the
Grand Chapter of New York, dated April 6, 1796 ; it is said, how-
ever, that the first record was dated December 24, 1795.

T At that day the word ‘‘Grand” was taken from the A. A. A. R., where al/ the
bodies were termed Grand.—EDITOR.
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A convention was held by the delegates of these six chapters,
in Hartford, May 17, 1798, which organized the Grand Chapter of
Connecticut. Half-yearly convocations were held until May, 1819,
when the constitution was changed to annual convocations, and
specials when required.

When the convention to form a Grand Chapter met in Hartford,
Conn., January 24, A. L. 5798, * agreeable to the recommendation
of a Convention of Committees assembled at Boston, in the State
of Massachusetts, in October, 1797,” there were present : from Con-
necticut, representatives of Solomon Chapter of Derby, instituted
5794 ; Franklin Chapter, No. 4, Norwich, and Franklin Chapter,
No. 5, New Haven.! Ephraim Kirby, of Litchfield, was chosen the
first General Grand High-Priest. In examining the records of the
first chapters prior to the organization of the General Grand Chap-
ter of 1797, we notice the designation of the officers as being some-
what different from the same officers at a more recent date. In
Hiram Chapter of Connecticut the officers were * High-Priest,
King, Scribe, Zerubbabel, a Royal Arch Captain, three Grand
Masters, a Treasurer, a Secretary, an Architect, a Clothier, and a
Tyler.” It was required that the *“ High-Priest should preside, direct
the business, and occasionally to give a lecture.” Now it is ““to
read and expound the law.” The Scribe’s duty was to “cause the
Secretary to enter, in a fair and regular manner, the proceedings of
the chapter,” and “ to summons the members for attendance at every
regular and special meeting, . . . and also to administer the
obligation.” It was the duty of Zerubbabel ‘“to superintend the ar-
rangements of the Chapter”; of the Royal Arch Captain, “to keep
watch at the Sanctuary” ; of the three Grand Masters, ““ to watch
the Veils”; of the Clothier, “to provide and take care of the Cloth-
ing " ; of the Architect, * to provide and take care of the furniture.”?

In the English Royal Arch, Zerubbabel is the first Principal ;
and in the present American Royal Arch, Zerubbabel is the Second
Principal, and designated King, which designation, in our judgment,
is a misnomer, as he never was a King, but was called “ Tirshatha,”
which was an office of Governor under the King of Persia, and
was, in reality, in the construction of the second Temple, subordi-
nate to the High-Priest, who had entire management of that work.

1 Compendium, Genl. Gr. Ch., p. 8.
3 Capitular Degrees,  Hist. Masonry and Con. Orders,” p. 606.
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Zerubbabel soon retired and returned to Babylon, and the Temple
was finally completed by a High-Priest.

Dakota.

In 1883 eight chapters had, at different times, been chartered by
the General Grand Chapter of the United States, viz. :

Yankton, No. 1, at Yankton; dispensation, April 15, 1876 ;
chartered, August 24, 1880.

Sioux Falls, No. 2, at Sioux Falls; chartered, August 27, 1880.

Dakota, No. 3, at Deadwood ; chartered, August 27, 1880.

Siroc, No. 4, at Canton ; chartered, August 15, 1883.

Pembina, No. 5, at Pembina.

Missouri, No. 6, at Bismarck.

Casselton, No. 7, at Casselton.

Corinthian, No. 8, at Grand Forks.

A convention was held at Aberdeen, June 10, 1884, at which
the following chapters were represented : Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, and 7
of the above list. When it was agreed to petition the General
Grand High-Priest to grant a Warrant to organize a Grand Chapter
for Dakota, five chapters voted for it and No. 7 against, and finally
agreed, as also did Keystone chapter, No. 11, under dispensation.

A convention met February 25, 1885, pursuant to a call made
January 8, 1885, at Sioux Falls. Companion William Blatt was
chosen Chairman, and the following chapters were reported as being
duly represented, viz.: Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 7 of the above list, and
Cheyenne, No. g, U. D,, at Valley City ; Huron, No. 10, U. D,, at
Huron; Keystone, No. 11, U. D, at Fargo; Watertown, No. 12,
U. D, at Watertown ; Jamestown, No. 13, U. D, at Jamestown ;
Aberdeen, No. 14, U. D., at Aberdeen.

The first annual convocation was held June 8, 1885. Charters
were granted to Corinthian, No. 8; Huron, No. 10; Watertown,
No. 12; Jamestown, No. 13; Aberdeen, No. 14; Millbank, No.
15; and dispensations were issued to Denver, Brookings; Flan-
dreau; Redfield. Chapters which were not represented were : Pem-
bina, No. 5, at Pembina; Missouri, No. 6, at Bismarck, and Mill-
bank, U. D., at Millbank.

The Grand Chapter of Dakota continued to prosper until the
division of the State, by Act of Congress, February 22, 1889, into
North and South Dakota.
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When, on January 6, 1890, a convention was held in Yankton,
S. D., and the representatives of the chapters located in South Dakota
held a convention, and by the consent of the Grand Chapter of
Dakota they organized the Grand Chapter of South Dakota, Janu-
ary 6, 1890, under the constitution of the General Grand Chapter.

Delaware.

The early history of the introduction of Royal Arch Masonry
into the State of Delaware is very uncertain. We have no records
to refer to. It is said that a Grand Chapter was formed on June
19, 1818. By what authority we can not ascertain ; the ‘‘ compen-
dium ” is silent upon Delaware. In the Proceedings of the General
Grand Chapter of the Twenty-first Triennial Convocation, held in
Baltimore, September 19, 1871, we find the General Grand High-
Priest’s reference to the State of Delaware,! as follows :

“ Among the first to demand my attention was to examine into
the condition of the Grand Chapter of Delaware, and if found to
be a legal Grand Chapter, to have the same enrolled under the juris-
diction of the General Grand Chapter, as requested by the com-
panions in Delaware. Having been solicited to visit Wilmington,
for the purpose of instituting St. John’s Chapter, which had been
chartered by this Body at its last convocation (1868), I did so on
the 19th of October, 1868, and having instituted said chapter, em-
braced that opportunity to fully investigate the condition of Royal
Arch Masonry in the State, and for that purpose I held interviews
with some of the most prominent Royal Arch Masons in the jurisdic-
tion. From those companions, and from the records, I ascertained
that there had existed in Delaware no regular Grand Chapter since
the year 1856, at which time the original Grand Chapter ceased to
meet and elect Grand Officers. I ascertained that there had been
a ‘ Convocation of Royal Arch Masons’ at Dover in 1859, at which
meeting but one chapter, of the three then existing in that State,
was legally represented. At that irregular  Convocation’ an election
was had, Companion Geo. W. CHaYTOR being elected Grand High-
Priest.

“ No other convocation of the (so-called) Grand Chapter was
held until January, 1868, a period of nine years. During this time,
Companion Chaytor claimed to be the Grand High-Priest, but he

! Proceedings Genl. Gr. Ch. U. S., 1871, p. 10.
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refused persistently to assemble the Craft in Grand Convocation.
Some three or four years subsequent to the meeting of 1859, a diffi-
culty having arisen between Companion Chaytor and the other
members of Washington and Lafayette Chapter, No. 1, of which he
was then High-Priest, he, in his capacity of Grand High-Priest, de-
clared the said chapter suspended, thereby placing himself in the
anomalous position of a self-suspended Royal Arch Mason ; that is,
provided he possessed any powers as Grand High-Priest.

“ At the meeting in January, 1868, there was simply an assem-
blage of Royal Arch Masons, no one of whom claimed to act in a
representative capacity. Companion Chaytor was present, but he
refused to open a Grand Chapter, giving as a reason, that his chap-
ter was under a suspension, and therefore there were but two chap-
ters left in the State. Thereupon the assemblage resolved itself into
a ‘ Royal Arch Convention,’ and proceeded to elect Grand Officers
and to adopt a constitution. And this was the body which made
application to the last Convocation of the General Grand Chapter,
to be recognized as the Grand Chapter of the State of Delaware.

“ With these facts before me, there was but one conclusion to
which I could legitimately arrive. Accordingly, on the 20th of
October, 1868, I issued an edict, declaring that any legal existence
heretofore attaching to a Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the State of
Delaware had ceased ; that said State Grand Chapter no longer ex-
isted ; and that the several chapters heretofore holding under it had
become dormant for non-use and for other reasons. And that, by
the fact of the cessation of the Grand Chapter of the State of Del-
aware, all semblance of lawful governmental authority in that State
had ceased, and the territory had become masonically vacant; and
therefore the authority of the General Grand Chapter of the United
States did, of right, obtain, and was in full force and effect, in
said State of Delaware. Thereupon, I did order and direct, that
the three Chapters which had formerly held under the Grand Chap-
ter of Delaware, should be received and recognized as lawful Royal
Arch Chapters, under the jurisdiction of the General Grand Chap-
ter, and with authority to resume and continue work under the
warrants then held by them, until the pleasure of the General Grand
Chapter was made known, or a State Grand Chapter was formed.

“ On the gth day of January, 1869, upon application duly made,
and under the power and authority vested in me by the Constitu-
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tion of the General Grand Chapter, I issued an edict granting per-
mission for the formation of a Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons
of the State of Delaware.”

January 20, 1869, the legal representatives of four chapters in
Delaware met in convention at Dover and organized a Grand Chap-
ter for the State and adopted their constitution. The General
Grand High-Priest, Dr. James M. Austin, was present and installed
the Grand Officers; and he officially received and welcomed the
said Grand Body into the family of Grand Chapters; and on Janu-
ary 30, 1869, by special edict, he ordered and directed that Grand
Chapter to be enrolled under the jurisdiction of the General Grand
Chapter of the United States.

District of Columbia.

The very first intimation we have of the Royal Arch degree in
the District of Columbia, we find in the old record-book of the
* Excellent, Superexcellent, Royal Arch Encampment,” under the
Charter of Federal Lodge, No. 15, F. A. A. M., under the jurisdic-
tion of the Grand Lodge of Maryland, which is referred to in Chap-
ter L1I., page 1369.

We make the following extracts from that first “ Encampment ” :

“ At a meeting of the Royal Arch Encampment, held in the
Lodge, No. 15 (Federal Lodge), on Monday, December 14th, A. L.
5795. Present :

Rev. George Ralph, Dennis Dulaney,
John Bradford, Thomas Wilson,
Robert Brown, David Cummings,
C. Worthy Stephenson, James Sweeney.

“ Whereas, 1t appears to be the desire of several Brethren of this
Lodge that a Royal Arch Encampment should be established in
this city, therefore,

“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed of the following
Brethren, viz. : Brothers Ralph, Wilson, and Dulaney, to procure
every necessary apparatus, and to adjust the necessary fees and ex-
penses of admission to this Degree.!

“ Resolved, That the Brethren who wish to join this Encampment
be requested to subscribe to a paper instrument, handed to them by

1 It will be observed that there was but one degree.—EDITOR.
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Bro. Sweeney previous to the foregoing Committee proceeding in
the calculation in the expenses of our Robes, Veils,! Furniture, &c.
The Committee to meet on Wednesday evening, at 4 o'clock p.m.
and general meeting of the Royal Arch Masons to meet at 6 o'clock
previously the same evening.” The meeting then adjourned.

December 16, 1795. Present as at last meeting except Bro.
Stephenson. The Committee appointed at the last meeting made
their report: which was that twenty-three pounds and one shil-
ling is indispensably necessary to provide the materials to prepare
them and to arrange the Lodge room previous to the formation of
a Royal Arch Encampment, &c., &c., which was agreed to.

At a meeting held June 17, 5797, it was announced by a letter
from Comp. Sweeney that a Royal Arch Grand Lodge is about to
be formed for the State of Maryland to meet at Baltimore June
24th. A circular letter was received from George L. Gray, No. 5
Market St., Baltimore, giving information of the establishment of a
Grand Chapter in the city of Baltimore.

This chapter or encampment held its meetings until February,
5799, when it “resolved that the Royal Arch Encampment be
broke up,” and a-committee was appointed to settle up its affairs
and everyone to receive his dividend.

To show who were the officers and their titles we give the fol-
lowing list :

M. W. James Hoban, High-Priest.
R. W. John Carter, Captain-General.
R. W. Robert Brown, 1st Grand Master.
R. W. Redmond Purcell, 2d Grand Master.
R. W. Peter Lenox, 3d Grand Master.
John Hanley, Treasurer.
Patrick Hearly, Secretary.
John Lenox, Tyler.

The second record-book begins as follows :

At a meeting of the Royal Arch Chapter at their Lodge room
on Saturday evening, December 1, 1804, the following Companions
present :

Phil P. Eckel, High-Priest, p. t.?

Charles Jones, Captain-General.

1 Robes and Veils are here specified for the first time, we believe.—EDITOR.
2 Philip P. Eckel was a distinguished member of a chapter in Baltimore. —EDITOR.
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Benj. King, 1st Grand Master.

C. M. Laughlan, 2d Grand Master.
Bern'd Doland, 3d Grand Master.
John Davis, Grand Scribe. ‘
Visitors, John Scott, John Carter.

The degree of Excellent, Superexcellent, Royal Arch was con-
ferred upon several Brethren, ten dollars being the fee.

On Sunday, December 14, 1806, a meeting is recorded, and
they adopted the following :

“ Resolved, That this Chapter concur with the resolution passed
by Concordia R. A. Chapter as far as respects a Grand Royal Arch
Chapter and that a Committee be appointed to meet in Grand Con-
vention at the City of Washington on the third Wednesday in Janu-
ary next (1807) any Committees which may be appointed for the
purpose aforesaid.

“February 14, 1807. Ordered that this Chapter be represented
at the next Royal Arch Chapter to be held at Baltimore, in the
State of Maryland, on the second Thursday of May next, by the
Officers fixed on by the Constitution of the Grand Chapter.

“ Resolved, That that part of the Constitution which states that
the High-Priest and King are the proper representatives be altered
so as to add, ‘unless ordered by the Chapter.’

“ Resolved, That the Treasurer do pay into the hands of the
Treasurer of the Grand R. A. Chapter $10, for the purpose of
obtaining our Warrant ? and also other Contingent expenses relative
thereto.”

February 7, 1807, was adopted the following :

“ Resolved, That in future the following sums shall be paid by
Candidates for the following degrees, namely, for Past Master
$2, for Mark Master $3, and for the degree of Excellent, Super-
excellent, Royal Arch $10.”

At this time it was

“ Resolved, That this Chapter shall hereafter be entitled and
known by the name of the Royal Arch Union Chapter.”

This record-book terminates August 20, 5808, giving no intima-
tion of any cause whatever why the chapter should not have con-

pa—

1 Title of Grand Scribe unknown in the first Encampment.—EDITOR.
2 This seems to indicate that there was no Warrant prior to this date.
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tinued its sessions. At the meeting previous to the above date all
the officers had been elected and installed.

A dispensation had been issued by the General Grand High-
Priest to the several chapters in the District of Columbia to organ-
ize a Grand Chapter August 30, 1822, and the report of the com-
mittee was adopted recommending the adoption of the resolution
above quoted.!

This Grand Chapter continued in existence from February 10,
1824, to January 8th, 1833, being composed of the following chap-
ters, viz.: Federal Chapter, No. 3; Union Chapter, No. 4;
Potomac Chapter, No. 8.

Several conventions were held from time to time, however,
between May 11, 1822, and February 10, 1824, at which latter
date the delegates of the several chapters of Royal Arch Masons
of the District of Columbia met in General Convention and the
following chapters were properly represented: Federal Chapter,
No. 3; Union Chapter, No. 4; Brooke Chapter, No. 6, of Alex-
andria, Va., and Potomac Chapter, No. 8, of Georgetown.

The convention was duly organized, and the Grand Officers were
elected and a constitution which had been regularly formulated
and adopted at a former convention was adopted. In the evening
of the same day (Tuesday, February 10, 1824) the Grand Royal
Arch Chapter for the District of Columbia was opened in ample
form, and the convention was accordingly dissolved.

The Grand Officers were duly installed by Comp’n John B.
Hammett, a Past Grand High-Priest.

At a meeting of the Grand Chapter held March g, 1824, the
following communication was received and read and laid on the
table :

*“ GEORGETOWN, February 11, 1824,
Poromac RovaL ArRcH CHAPTER, No, 8,

“ Resolved Unanimously, That we deem it inexpedient to separate
from the Grand Chapter of the State of Maryland and District of
Columbia and that we will zof avail ourselves of the permission and
authority granted by a resolution pas¢ said Grand Chapter at their
last Communication. (Extracts from the Minute.)

Epw. DEEBLE, Scrzbe.”

1 Pro. Gen. Gr. Ch., 1826, p. 77.
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Previous to the closing of the convention the numbers of the
chapters were arranged as follows : Federal, No. 1; Union, No. 2 ;
Brooke, No. 3; Potomac, No. 4, and that charters to these should
be made accordingly.

At the semi-annual meeting we find No. 1 to be designated as
“ Washington Royal Arch Chapter, No. 1.” This change was
made by that chapter at a meeting held February 23, 1824.

The Grand Chapter continued to exist until its annual communi-
cation, held January 8, 1833, which is the last record in the book.

Potomac Chapter, No. 4, never united with this Grand Chapter,
but held under her old Charter.

At the annual meeting of the Grand Chapter, held January 9,
1827, a petition was received from Comp. P. Mauro, on behalf of
himself and thirteen other Companions requesting a dispensation
or Charter be granted to them for a chapter under the title of Tem-
ple Chapter, No. 4, which was unanimously granted.

At an adjourned counvocation, held March 14, 1827, after instal-
lation of the Grand Officers, the officers elect of Temple Chapter,
No. 4, were installed by the Grand High-Priest.

This Grand Chapter closed its existence after the annual con-
vocation January 8, 1833, as no meeting was recorded in the old
book after that date, if any were held at all. We must now refer to
the proceedings of the General Grand Chapter and at the eleventh
meeting, held September 14, 1841, we find that a resolution was
adopted authorizing the Deputy General Grand High-Priest to
take the necessary steps to place all chapters of Royal Arch Ma-
sons in that part of the District of Columbia, formerly belonging to
the State of Maryland, under the jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter
of Maryland.? At the next meeting, held September 10, 1844, that
officer reported that the resolution above referred to had been duly
enforced and confirmed by the Grand Chapter of the State of Mary-
land ; and that Grand Chapter has assumed and now holds jurisdic-
tion over that portion of the District of Columbia lying within the
limits of the State, that at present Maryland has two chapters at
work therein.? These two chapters were, Columbia No. 15, and
Washington No. 16.

The chapters in the District of Columbia remained attached to
and under the Grand Chapter of Maryland which on September 10,

1 1841, p. 165. 2 1844, p. 181.
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1844, was changed to Maryland and District of Columbia, until the
year 1867, when steps were taken by the four chapters in the District
of Columbia to reorganize a Grand Chapter. These were : Columbia,
No. 15; Washington, No. 16 ; Mount Vernon, No. 20; and Poto-
mac, No. 8. After many preliminary conventions, and surmounting
technical difficulties and bitter hostilities to their efforts, the General
Grand High-Priest, John L. Lewis, gave his consent by telegram first,
which was followed by his official letter. Companion Albert G.
Mackey, Past General Grand High-Priest, was invited to come from
Charleston, S. C,, to constitute the Grand Chapter and install the
Grand Officers, which ceremonies took place in Washington at the
Opera-house, May 23, 1867. The Grand Chapter was successfully
launched, but soon encountered quicksand and shoals. The en-
emies of the Grand Chapter did not hesitate to take the most un-
masonic measures to stop the progress of Royal Arch Masonry in
the District of Columbia; a self-constituted committee of four vis-
ited the General Grand High-Priest at his home in New York and
by a tissue of falsehoods and a well-concocted false statement, in-
duced that officer to recall his permission, long after the Grand Chap-
ter had successfully entered upon a very prosperous course. Two
constituent chapters had been chartered to take the place of Potomac
Chapter, which withdrew from the Grand Chapter and, as in 1824,
decided to remain with the Grand Chapter in Maryland. The Gen-
eral Grand High-Priest issued his edict, requiring the chapters in the
District of Columbia to disband the new Grand Chapter, and return
to their allegiance to the Grand Chapter of Maryland and District
of Columbia. This not being complied with, he at once issued
another edict, and expelled every Royal Mason belonging to the
chapters in the District except those fox» and the members of
Potomac Chapter. Thus matters remained. The Companions in
Washington went along about their business of Masonry and a
wonderful prosperity followed them. When the General Grand
Chapter met in St. Louis in 1868, the Grand Chapter of the District
was sustained in her action and admitted to the General Grand
Chapter.

We have kindly omitted all personalities in this veritable his-
tory, because nearly every prominent Companion in this contest
has gone to his reward, and we say, as all interested should, Pax
Vobiscum. The General Grand Chapter permitted Potomac Chap-
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ter, No. 8, to retain her place under the Grand Chapter of Mary-
land, but decided that the whole territory of the District was in the
jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter of the District of Columbia, and
she could not receive any petitions for the degrees. This continued
for a few months, when Potomac finally asked to be admitted
among the faithful, which was readily granted, and since that
time there has been no more faithful members of the Grand
Chapter than the Companions of Old Potomac, No. 8, and uni-
versally esteemed and beloved.

The Grand Chapter of the District of Columbia has increased
since May 7, 1867, from three chapters with 498 members, to eleven
chapters and 2,204 members in 1898.

Florida.

In the “Compendium ” giving the proceedings of the General
Grand Chapter for the sixth meeting of that body, September 14,
1826, the General Grand High-Priest, DeWitt Clinton, reported
that he had granted dispensations for a Mark Lodge in St. Augus-
tine and also one in St. Francisville in Florida.!

The Grand Chapter of Virginia had chartered two chapters in
Florida, viz. : Magnolia, No. 16, at Appalachicola, and Florida, No.
32, at Tallahassee. There was a chapter at St. Augustine chartered
by the Grand Chapter of South Carolina.

We find in the *“ Compendium ” in the proceedings for the thir-
teenth meeting of the General Grand Chapter, held September 14,
1847, the following in the report of the General Grand Secretary : *

“On the 11th day of January last (1847), three chapters of
Royal Arch Masons in the State of Florida, by their delegates, met
in Convention and resolved to form a Grand Chapter for that State.
They therefore proceeded to frame a Constitution and enact by-
laws; and on the 21st of the same month they elected officers and
organized a Grand Chapter; and among their proceedings it will
be found that they desire to place their Grand Chapter under your
jurisdiction. On receipt of the copy of their Constitution and let-
ter accompanying it, I immediately acknowledged the same, and
requested their Grand Secretary to inform me from what Grand

1 ¢ Compendium,” 1826, p. 73. 2 Ibid., 1847, p. 140.
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Chapter the several Chapters in the State received their respective
charters, and the time when each was issued. To this letter, as yet,
I have received no answer.”

The next notice of Florida we find in the proceedings of the
same meeting,! where a committee on General Grand Secretary’s re-
port say :

“That it appears from documents referred to your committee,
a Convention of delegates from the Royal Arch Chapters in the
State of Florida, assembled in Tallahassee, in the month of January,
1847, at which time the following preamble and resolutions were
adopted” (which we omit). The committee say :

“In the published proceedings of said Grand Chapter we find
the adopted Constitution, and the following resolutions :

% Resolved, That the Grand Chapter of Florida, duly appreciat-
ing the advantages of a Masonic head and paramount authority, are
disposed to come under the jurisdiction of the General Grand Chap-
ter of the United States.

“ Resolved, That the Grand Secretary communicate the same to
the General Grand Secretary of the General Grand Chapter.”

Among the comments of the committee they say : “It is to be
regretted that the Grand Secretary did not furnish that precise in-
formation of the origin of the several chapters which composed the
convention as would have enabled your committee to report in
such a manner as to recommend to this General Grand Chapter the
incorporation of that Grand Chapter under your jurisdiction at the
present time,” etc. Some objections were also made to several sec-
tions of their constitution; they recommended certain resolutions
aiming to overcome the objections, and thereby to admit the Grand
Chapter to her proper place as a constituent of this General Grand
Chapter. The Grand Chapter of Florida did not understand the
motive of the action of the General Grand Chapter and did not
comply with the request for explanations. At the sixteenth meet-
ing of the General Grand Chapter held in 1856 the General Grand
High-Priest was authorized to recognize the Grand Chapter of
Florida and place it in the same position as the other Grand Chap-
ters, at its request. )

The war period of 1861 to 1865 prevented the accomplishment

1 ¢ Compendium,” pp. 158, 159, 161, 171.
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of this arrangement until January 13, 1869, when the Grand Chap-
ter of Florida accepted the invitation by passing the following :

“ Resolved, That this Grand Chapter accept such invitation in a
true Masonic spirit and will hereafter bear allegiance and support to
the said General Grand Chapter.”

Georgia.

The office of the Grand Secretary of the Grand Chapter of Geor-
gia can not furnish any information as to when Royal Arch Masonry
was introduced into that jurisdiction.

The first notice of Georgia in the proceedings of the General
Grand Chapter is at the third septennial meeting, January g, 1806,
and is a Warrant to Georgia Chapter at Savannah. At the fourth
meeting, held June 6, 1816 (special), Union Chapter, at Louisville,
received a Warrant. At the fifth regular meeting, Augusta Chapter
received a Warrant.! At the tenth meeting, held September 11,
1838, a dispensation was granted to a chapter at Macon.*

The next notice of Georgia in the proceedings of the General
Grand Chapter is at the sixth meeting, in 1826. *“That charters
have been granted to Mechanic’s Chapter, at Lexington, Georgia,
on the roth June, 1820; to Webb Chapter, at Sparta, Georgia, on
16th November, 1821 ; by the Deputy General Grand High-Priest,
Henry Fowle.”® At the same meeting we find the following :
“That Grand Royal Arch Chapters have been legally and constitu-
tionally formed, since the last meeting of this Body, within and for
the States of Maine, New Hampshire, New Jersey, Georgra, and
Tennessee, with the consent of one of the General Grand Officers.” ¢

At the thirteenth meeting of the General Grand Chapter, held
September 14, 1847, the General Grand Secretary reports as fol-
lows :®

“ Within the last few days, however, on examination of the old
files of papers, I found a printed paper, to which the name of one
of the General Grand Secretaries is affixed, giving a list of the Grand
Chapters under the jurisdiction of the General Grand Chapter, and
therein appears the name of the Grand Chapter of Georgia.

“ It would seem that this is a good evidence of that Grand

1« Compendium,” pp. 36, 46, $6. 3 Ibid., pp. 103, 106.
8 Ibid., p. 72. 4 Ibid., p. 76. 5 Ibid., pp. 140, 141.
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Chapter having been recognized, and that if so, it should be, in
some way, made to appear upon the record.”

The report of the committee on the last item as found at the
same meeting, was that they did find documentary evidence in the
hands of the General Grand Secretary sufficient to prove that the
Grand Chapter of Georgia was a constituent of the General Grand
Chapter, although said Grand Chapter had not been represented, or
made returns to that body since 1822.

The above statement of facts is not very flattering to the officers
of the General Grand Chapter, whose duty it evidently was to know
from the records and registers who were the constituents of that
Grand Body. Such remissness and want of knowledge in regard
to the very vital affairs show gross neglect of duty and want of
care in the management of so important a body of Masons as the
General Grand Chapter.

I1dako.

The Grand Chapter of Oregon granted a Charter to Idaho
Chapter, in 1daho City, June 18, 1867, being under the impression
that the General Grand Chapter had ceased to exist This chapter
was constituted August 18, 1867. At the twentieth session of the
General Grand Chapter, held September 18, 1868, the General
Grand Chapter adopted a report, which included *“good faith ” of
the petitioners, healing all those who had been exalted in the chap-
ter, and granting a Charter to Idaho Chapter, No. 1, Idaho City,
on September 18, 1868. The General Grand Chapter issued war-
rants to other chapters in Idaho, viz. : February 14, 1870, a dispen-
sation to Cyrus, No. 2, at Silver City, then in Dakota; March 30,
1870, a dispensation to Boise, No. 3, at Boise City; charters were
issued to these two September 20, 1871.}

In the proceedings of the General Grand Chapter for August
25, 1880, on petition of Comp. C. P. Coburn and others of Lewis-
ton, Nez Perce County, Idaho, a Charter was granted, August 27,
1880, to Lewiston Chapter, No. 4.?

At the twenty-sixth triennial, held October 1, 1886, Alturas
Chapter, No. 5, at Harley, Dak., was granted a Charter.®

Pocatello, No. 6, at Pocatello, received a dispensation dated May

14 Pro. Gen. Gr. Ch. for 1871,” p. 33. 2 Ibid., p. 81. 31bid., p. 125
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28, 1889, and a Charter November 22, 1889 ; Moscow Chapter, at
Moscow, received a Charter July 23, 1891 ; Fayette Chapter, No.
8, at Fayette, received a Charter August 24, 1894.

Lllinois.

The Deputy General Grand High-Priest, Joseph K. Stapleton,
gave a dispensation to Springfield Chapter, in Springfield, July 19,
1841 ;! and at the eleventh triennial meeting of the General Grand
Chapter, held September 14, 1841, a Charter was granted on the
17th.?

At the twelfth triennial session, September 10, 1844, the Deputy
General Grand High-Priest reported having issued a dispensation
for Lafayette Chapter, in Chicago, dated July 2, 1844.%

At the thirteenth triennial session, September 14, 1847, he re-
ported having issued dispensations to Jacksonville Chapter, No. 3,
at Jacksonville, and Shawneetown Chapter, No. 6, at Shawnee-
town, since the session of 1844, and a Charter to Lafayette Chap-
ter, in Chicago.*

The General Grand Scribe Ezra S. Barnum reported having
issued dispensations on March 10, 1846, to open Horeb Chapter,
No. 4, at Henderson, and April 1, 1846, to open Quincy Chapter,
No. 5, at Quincy.

At the fourteenth triennial session, September 10, 1850, several
of the chapters working under dispensations having applied for
charters were refused because they had failed to send up the records
of their proceedings, and therefore the committee was unable to say
whether their doings had been regular or not. Among these were
the chapters Reynolds, Stapleton, Springfield, and Quincy, and
recommended that their dispensations be continued in force until
next triennial meeting.®

At the same session (fourteenth) the Deputy General Grand
High-Priest reported having issued dispensations for the formation
of Howard Chapter, on July 28, 1848, and Stapleton Chapter, June
28, 1849. The General Grand King reported that since the last
triennial he had granted a dispensation to a chapter to be held in
Cambridge in the County of Henry, Ill, to be called Reynolds

1 ¢¢ Compendium,” p. 110. 3 Ibid., p. 111 3 Ibid., p. 122,
4 Ibid., p. 145. 5 Ibid., p. 201.
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Chapter, No.—,'dated March 2, 1850. The General Grand Scribe
reported that since the last triennial he had granted a dispensation
to open a chapter of Royal Arch Masons at Rock Island, Ill., Au-
gust 1, 1849,* to be called Barrett.

At the thirteenth triennial meeting the General Grand King
reported that he had granted authority to seven chapters in Illinois
to organize a Grand Chapter.

April 10, 1850, a convention of the representatives of six of these
chapters was held, and having the authority of the General Grand
King, a Grand Chapter for the State of Illinois was organized.®

Indian Territory.

A convention of three chartered chapters, Indian, No. 1; Okla-
homa, No. 2, and Muskogee, No. 3, was held by their represen-
tatives, October 15, 1889; organized and made application to the
General Grand High-Priest for authority to constitute a Grand
Chapter for Indian Territory, which was refused. Subsequently
the succeeding General Grand High-Priest, David F. Day, at the
general grand convocation, held at Atlanta, Ga., November 22, 1889,
granted their request, and on February 15, 1890, the Grand Chap-
ter was constitutionally instituted. At the second annual convoca-
tion, held at Oklahoma, August 20, 1891, seven chapters were repre-
sented.

Indiana.

The first record evidence of the establishment of Royal Arch
Masonry in the State of Indiana is found in the proceedings of the
General Grand Chapter at the sixth meeting, held September 14,
1826, where under the report of a committee on the papers and pro-
ceedings of the General Grand Officers they say : “That a Charter
had been granted to Vincennes Chapter, at Vincennes, State of In-
diana, on 13th May, 1820; to Jennings Mark Lodge, at Vevay, In-
diana, on 4th May, 1821, by the General Grand King, John Snow.”*

September 14, 1838, the committee on the doings of General
Grand Officers reported a dispensation having been granted by M.
E. Companion Stapleton for a chapter at Richmond, Ind., and recom-
mended a Charter for that chapter (September 14, 1838). This

1 ¢ Compendium,” p. 182.  3Ibid., p. 184. 3 Ibid., p. 183. ¢ Ibid., p. 73.
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chapter was named King Solomon. At the eleventh meeting, held
September 14, 1841, the Committee on Warrants recommended a
Charter to be issued to Logan Chapter, Logansport ; the dispensa-
tion of this chapter was dated March 12, 1839.

At the twelfth meeting, held September 10, 1844, the following
statements were made by the General Grand Secretary :! * By the
records of the proceedings of the General Grand Chapter in 1819, it
appears that the Committee to whom was referred the subject mat-
ter of dispensations granted by the General Grand Officers during
the previous recess /%ad keard that the then late Deputy General
Grand High-Priest had granted dispensations for charters at Mad-
ison, and at Brookville, in Indiana ; but there being no further evi-
dence of their existence before the General Grand Chapter, no rati-
fication of these acts was passed, nor were their charters ordered ;
although several charters were at that time ordered for other chap-
ters holding dispensations under authority of other General Grand
Officers. Consequently, Madison and Brookville Chapters ceased
to exist as legally constituted Masonic Bodies at that time. It ap-
pears, however, from the herewith accompanying papers, that Mad-
ison Chapter continued its labors for many years ; and there having
been another chapter established at Vincennes, in that State, in
1823, it is said a Grand Chapter was organized with the approbation
of M. E. Comp. John Snow, General Grand King. No documen-
tary evidence of that authority, however, or even records of the pro-
ceedings of that Grand Chapter are known to exist. Nor does it
appear of record that the General Grand Chapter was ever advised
of the existence of such an institution. z

On the true position of these things being made known to the
Companions at Madison, in the proper spirit of Masonry they im-
mediately suspended all work, closed their chapter, and determined
to lay their case before the General Grand Chapter, which was done
by their High-Priest, M. E. Joseph G. Norwood, in a very frank,
perspicuous, and able manner, presented amongst the documents,
accompanied by their dispensation, their return for 1842 to the pres-
ent time (September 10, 1844), and the payment of such dues as
have accrued within that time. No return had been made from
1819 to 1842. Their irregularities were evidently the result of mis-
takes as to the extent of power given by their dispensation, and

1 ¢ Compendium,” p. 116.
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they asked that their acts may be made lawful by the General Grand
Chapter and that all dues up to 1842 be remitted, and asked for a
Charter.! This was duly granted, September 12, 1844,* and all dues
remitted up to 1842. The past work was pronounced illegal, and
authority was given to heal all who had received degrees in it. At
the twelfth meeting above mentioned (1844), the Deputy General
Grand High-Priest reported having issued a dispensation to Lafay-
ette Chapter, No. 3, at Lafayette, August 17, 1843;® a Charter
was granted to this chapter, September 11, 1844 ; at this meeting
permission was granted by the General Grand Chapter for a conven-
tion to assemble, dated November 18, 1845, and the Grand Chap-
ter of Indiana was duly constituted December 25, 1845.

Jowa.

At the thirteenth meeting of the General Grand Chapter, held
September 14, 1847, the Deputy General Grand High-Priest re-
ported that since the triennial session, in 1844, he had authorized
the consecration, by proxy, of Iowa Chapter, at Burlington, Ia,,
and also Iowa City Chapter, at Iowa City. He had also issued a
dispensation to form Dubuque Chapter, No. 3, at Dubuque, Ia.*
Charter to the same was dated September 17, 1847.

Dispensation to Iowa Chapter, No. 1, was dated August 24,
1843.5 Charter to the same was dated September 11, 1844.

Dispensation to Iowa City Chapter, No. 2, was dated March 19,
1844.% Charter to the same was dated September 17, 1847.

At the fifteenth meeting of the General Grand Chapter, held
September 17, 1853, Washington Chapter, No. 4, at Muscatine, Ia.,
was chartered, dated September 17, 1853.7

A dispensation had been issued to McCord Chapter, No. s, at
Fairfield, probably in March, 1853. The Deputy General Grand
High-Priest, Joseph K. Stapleton, having died very soon there-
after, no report was made.® That chapter received a Charter from
the Grand Chapter of Iowa after it was constituted, dated June

14, 1854
A convention of the above-named chapters, by their delegates,

1 ¢ Compendium,” p. 117. 2 Ibid., pp. 128, 129. 8 Ibid., p. 121.
¢ Ibid., p. 14s. 5 Ibid., p. 121. ¢ Ibid., p. 122.
7 Ibid., p. 259. 8 Proceedings, 1856, p. 361.
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was held at Mount Pleasant, June 8, 1854, by the authority of the
General Grand Scribe, A. V. Rowe.!

The history of Capitular Masonry in Iowa would not be com-
pleted were we to omit one of those peculiar episodes which, with
cyclonic force, carries away before it all the valuable works of the
good and great Masonic Architects, who have labored so hard, and
industriously, in the erection of Masonic temples, and which we
quote from Companion A. F. Chapman’s history of Capitular Ma-
sonry in the History of Masonry and Concordant Orders :

“Within about two years after being organized, the usefulness
of the General Grand Chapter came under discussion. The Grand
High Priests early gave emphasis to this negative feeling. In 1857
the delegates to the next session of the General Grand Chapter
were instructed to vote for its dissolution. This was re-enforced in
1858. The Grand Chapter asserted its sovereignty and independent
right to organize chapters in Nebraska or elsewhere, where no Grand
Chapter existed, and finally, on August 16, 1860, the resolution de-
claring the

“¢Grand Chapter sovereign and independent, and in no manner whatever
subject to the General Grand Chapter of the United States, and this Grand
Chapter is forever absolved from all connection therewith,’

was passed by a vote of twenty-eight ayes to fifteen nays.

“This condition continued for nine years, when, at the triennial
convocation, September, 1871, the General Grand High Priest re-
ported that, under date of October 26, 1869, he had ‘received official
notice that the Grand Chapter of Iowa had rescinded the act of
secession passed in 1860, and had directed that the O.-.B.- of alle-
giance should be administered to all the members of chapters in
that jurisdiction, and that hereafter it would be administered to
candidates receiving the Royal Arch degree.’*

“This Grand Chapter has been represented in the General
Grand Chapter since 1871.

“Robert Farmer Bower of Towa Grand Chapter was chosen
General Grand High Priest in 1880, and died before his term was
out.”

1 Proceedings, 1856, p. 376. 3 « History of Masonry,” p. 613.
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Kansas.

The first dispensation was issued to Leavenworth Chapter, No.
1, at Leavenworth, January 24, 1857 ; to Washington Chapter, at
Atchison, May 18, 1859. These two dispensations were reported
by the General Grand High-Priest at the seventeenth meeting of the
General Grand Chapter, held September, 1859, and at this meeting
a Charter was granted to Washington Chapter, No. 2, September
14, 1859. In the proceedings of the special convocation of the
General Grand Chapter called by Comp. Albert G. Mackey, General
Grand High-Priest, which assembled in Columbus, O., September
7, 1865, Washington Chapter, No. 1, of Kansas, is reported present
by Jacob Saqui, H. P.! At the triennial communication held next
day, September 8th, at the same place, the Deputy General Grand
High-Priest reported that he had renewed the dispensation of
Leavenworth Chapter in May, 1863.* On September 8, 1865, a
Charter was granted,® and also a Charter was granted to Fort Scott
Chapter, the General Grand Secretary having reported that a dis
pensation had been issued to the chapter.*

By permission of the Deputy General Grand High-Priest a con-
vention of the delegates of the several chapters was held January,
1866, and on February 23, 1866, a Grand Royal Arch Chapter was
duly organized and constituted.

Kentucky.

In the proceedings of the General Grand Chapter at the fifth
regular meeting, September g, 1819, the proceedings of the Grand
Chapter of Kentucky were presented and read, and a resolution
was passed, viz.: * Whereas, It has been communicated to the
General Grand Chapter that several Warrants of Constitution were
granted since the last communication authorizing the opening and
holding of Royal Arch Chapters in Lexington, Frankfort, and
Shelbyville, in the State of Kentucky, by our late Most Excellent
Companion, Thomas Smith Webb, and that said Chapters having
been constitutionally in operation for the space of more than one
year, did form themselves into a Grand Chapter for said State

! Proceedings of the General Grand Chapter, 1862-65, p. 7.
4 Ibid., p. 23. 3 Ibid., p. 31. ¢ Ibid., p. 27.
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under the jurisdiction of this body, and have been regularly organ-
ized as such, by M. E. Companions De Witt Clinton, General
Grand High Priest, and Thomas Smith Webb, late Deputy Gen-
eral Grand High Priest.

“ Resolved, Therefore, that this General Grand Chapter ap-
proves and recognizes the formation of said Grand Chapter for said
State of Kentucky.”?

The dispensations for the above-mentioned three chapters had
been issued by Companion Thomas Smith Webb, Deputy General
Grand High-Priest, October 16, 1816.

In the proceedings of the Grand Chapter of Kentucky will be
found the correspondence in reference to the formation and con-
stituting of the Grand Chapter, and also the recognition by the
Deputy General Grand High-Priest, dated December 12, 1817, at
Worthington, O., and by DeWitt Clinton, M. Ex. General Grand
High-Priest, December 30, 1817.

At the annual convocation of the Grand Chapter, held in
Lexington, September 5, 1825, the Grand Chapter adopted certain
resolutions, to petition the General Grand Chapter, and to address
letters to the other Grand Chapters on the propriety of dissolving
the General Grand Chapter.? The memorial was issued, and it is
found in the proceedings of the General Grand Chapter for the
sixth meeting, September 4, A. L. 5826.* This memorial was re-
ferred to an appropriate committee, which reported, giving a
statement as to how the several Grand Chapters had acted upon
the question showing, that ‘“as a majority of the Grand Chapters of
the Several States dissented from the resolution of the Grand Chap-
ter of Kentucky, it is not expedient for the General Grand Chapter
to take any further measures on the subject.” This was after some
consideration referred to a committee of the whole. That com-
mittee after having deliberately considered and discussed the report,
it was agreed to report the same without amendment to the General
Grand Chapter, which body decided by a vote of yeas 47, noes 2,
to agree to the report of the committee.*

Very properly, the Grand Chapter of Kentucky appeared to be
contented with this decision.

The report of the General Grand Secretary at the triennial ses-

! “ Compendium,” p. §2. 3 Ibid,, p. 62.
3 Ibid., pp. 52-69. ¢ Ibid., p. 71. Proceedings, 1874, p. 17.
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sion, September, 1859, shows that the Grand Chapter of Kentucky
had adopted resolutions of withdrawal from the General Grand
Body.

At the twenty-second triennial convocation, held November 24,
1874, the General Grand High-Priest, in his address, stated * That
the Grand Chapter of Kentucky has rescinded her resolutions of
withdrawal and has renewed her allegiance. Her representatives are
here with us,” etc. She has remained in true allegiance ever since.

Louistana.

The first reference we find in the proceedings of the General
Grand Chapter to Royal Arch Masonry in Louisiana, is at the
twelfth meeting, held September 10, 1844, wherein is a report on
the appeal of C. D. Lehman, of New Orleans, from a judgment of
the so-called Grand Chapter of Louisiana. Difficulties had oc-
curred between the officers and members of Holland chapter, No.
9, in New Orleans. From the documents presented the committee
learned “that a Grand Chapter of Louisiana was organized in 1813,
by the ‘Royal Lodges’ Concordia and Perseverance, and such
Officers and Members of the Grand Lodge of the State as were
Royal Arch Masons.” Note, these lodges were originally organ-
ized in the Island of San Domingo, under charters from the Grand
Lodge of Pennsylvania, with powers to confer all the degrees from
Entered Apprentice to Royal Arch inclusive. When the revolution
occurred in San Domingo, many of the members of these lodges
made their escape and stopped for a while in Cuba, but finally settled
in New Orleans, and having retained their charters, resumed labor
in that city.!

The Grand Chapter formed in the manner above stated was
attached to, and made dependent on, the Grand Lodge of Louisiana,
and the M. W. Grand Master of that body was ex officzo and by
“inherent right” Grand High-Priest of the new Grand Chapter.

The question as to the legality of these proceedings had been
foreclosed in 1829, by the admission of a representative from the
Grand Chapter of Louisiana, in the person of Companion McCon-
nell, on whose return to New Orleans the Grand High-Priest, Com-
panion John Holland, convened the officers and members of the

! Reprint of Proceedings of the General Grand Chapter from 1798 to 1856, p. 194.
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Grand Chapter, who, by an official act, in regular assembly, enrolled
themselves under the jurisdiction of the General Grand Chapter, in
the manner prescribed by the 13th Section of the 4th Article of the
General Grand Constitution ; of which act it notified all the sub-
ordinate chapters under its jurisdiction, and directed similar action
on their part, and enjoined a strict observance of the provisions of
the General Constitution. '

From 1829 to 1831 the Grand Chapter of Louisiana conducted
all of her proceedings in good faith and true allegiance to the Gen-
. eral Grand Chapter. From 1831 to April, 1839, there was no
meeting. The subordinate chapters had ceased to exist, except Hol-
land, No. g, which kept up its work until the revocation of its Char-
ter in 1841. In that year, the Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge
of Louisiana, by direction of the Grand Master, issued notices to
certain Royal Arch Masons in New Orleans, to assemble and elect
Grand Officers, with the intention of a reorganization of the State
Grand Chapter. This meeting did not occur ; but another was soon
thereafter called, and the High-Priest and three other officers of
Holland Chapter were notified. The usual Grand Officers were
elected at this meeting, and the so-styled Grand Chapter of Louisi-
ana was organized. From the testimony submitted to the commit-
tee, it appeared that the High-Priest of Holland Chapter, Compn.
Henry, was not present at this election ; nor could the committee
ascertain that there was any Companion present who was entitled to
vote in an election of Grand Officers.

Shortly after this, Compn. Henry was officially notified by the
Grand Secretary of the Grand Chapter of Louisiana of the organ-
ization of the Grand Chapter, and requiring of Holland Chapter her
dues and returns from 1832 to 1838 inclusive. Holland Chapter
protested against this demand and asked for evidence of the legality
of the organization of the Grand Body, which was refused, and Hol-
land Chapter declined to recognize its authority. The body, assum-
ing to be the Grand Chapter, proceeded to revoke the Charter, and
to expel the High-Priest and Secretary of Holland Chapter. "The
Secretary, Compn. C. D. Lehman, made his appeal to the General
Grand Chapter. On July 24, 1843, he served the reputed Grand
Chapter with a notice of his intention, and it was shown when this
notice was served, the Grand High-Priest of the Grand Chapter, in
his place, and in open chapter declared * that he did not acknowledge
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any other body, and was independent of the General Grand Royal
Arch Chapter of the United States.”

From the above statement it would appear that the Grand
Royal Arch Chapter, organized in 1813, voluntarily surrendered its
independent jurisdiction and enrolled itself under the General Grand
Chapter, which body continued until 1831, and having ceased her
operations by not meeting and electing officers, as required by the
General Grand Constitution, it ceased to exist. All the existing
subordinate chapters came immediately under the jurisdiction of
the General Grand Chapter, which alone had legal authority over the
jurisdiction thus vacated, as by Article 2, Section 2, of the General
Grand Constitution. The deceased Grand Chapter could only be re-
vived by Article 2, Section g.

The committee recommended and which was unanimously
adopted : That Holland Chapter, No. g, be directed to resume its
labors under the direction of its former officers and members, with
power to fill existing vacancies, and that it be required to make its
annual returns, and settle its dues with the General Grand Secre-
tary.!

In the proceedings of the General Grand Chapter for 1847 we
find in a report on Holland Chapter, No. g, ““that the Charter of
said Chapter has been either lost or stolen; and that the dispensa-
tion under which it has been working for the past year expires by
the terms of its own limitation with the present session of this Gen-
eral Grand Chapter. They therefore respectfully recommend that
the General Grand Secretary be authorized to execute a new Char-
ter, to take the place of that which has been lost, etc., which was
accepted.”?

The General Grand Chapter at this session ‘ Resolved, That
there is not at this time any constitutional and legally authorized
Grand Royal Arch Chapter in the State of Louisiana.

*“ Resolved, That the Association holding its meetings in the
City of New Orleans, and assuming to exercise the functions and
authority of a Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons is an irregular
and unauthorized Masonic body ; and it is hereby disowned, and
repudiated as spurious, clandestine, and illegal.”

Masonic intercourse, public and private, was interdicted, and

1 Proceedings of the General Grand Chapter from 1798 to 1856, pp. 193-195.
2 Ibid., pp. 218, 219.
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due notice of these resolutions was to be forwarded to the acting
Secretary of said body by the General Grand Secretary.!

The Deputy General Grand High-Priest reported at this session,
September 14, 1847, that since the session of 1844 he had issued
dispensations to the following bodies in Louisiana : New Era, No.
2; Red River, No. 3; East Feliciana,® No. 4 No dates given. He
bad also issued a dispensation to Holland Chapter, No. 1, at New
Orleans, to continue work until the present session,® April 7, 1845,
and a new Charter recommended, which was done as above stated.
When the Charter to East Feliciana, No. 4, was granted, by request
of the chapter the name and place were changed to Clinton, to
be located at Clinton.* At the same time charters were granted
to New Era, No. 2, at New Orleans; Red River, No. 3, at Shreve-
port ; viz. : September 15, 1847.

At the fourteenth meeting of the General Grand Chapter, Sep-
tember 10, 1850, a committee reported that *“ on the personal knowl-
edge of one of their own members who represents that State (Louis-
iana) in this Body, that those difficulties are now adjusted, and that
the different Grand Bodies of that State, in all degrees of Masonry,
are now united as one in that harmony without which our Order
can not exist.”®

At this session (1850) the General Grand King reported * that
he bad authorized Holland Chapter, No. 1 ; New Era Chapter,
No. 2 ; Red River Chapter, No. 3, and Clinton Chapter, No. 4, in
the State of Louisiana, to organize and establish a Grand Chapter
for that State ; which they did in the City of New Orleans, on 1st
day of May, 1848."°

Mazne.

As the territory occupied by Maine was a part of Massachusetts
until it was made a State in 1820, the Grand Chapter of Massa-
chusetts granted a Warrant of Constitution to organize a chapter
in Portland, Me., February 13, 1805. The same Grand Chapter
issued dispensations, December 17, 1819, to Montgomery, at Bath,
and to New Jerusalem, at Wiscasset ; on December 29, 1819, to
Jerusalem Chapter, in Hollowell. Henry Fowle, Deputy Grand
High-Priest, constituted these three chapters, respectively, July 18,

! Proceedings of the General Grand Chapter from 1798 to 1856, p. 128.
3Ibid., p. 209. 2 Ibid., 2z09. ¢Ibid., 225. %1Ibid., p. 248. ¢ Ibid, p. 253.
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19, and 21, 1820, which was reported by him to James Prescott,
Grand High-Priest.

These three chapters, with Mt. Vernon Chapter, of Portland,
met in convention in Portland, 1820, and adopted the constitution
of the Grand Chapter of Massachusetts provisionally, and the
Grand Chapter Officers were chosen and organized and constituted
the Grand Chapter of Maine.!

The first reference to Royal Masonry in Maine by the General
Grand Chapter is found in the proceedings for the triennial meet-
ing, September 15, 1826, when the committee reported the legal
constitution of the Grand Chapter, and by resolution adopted, that
Grand Chapter was recognized and received under the authority and
sanction of the General Grand Chapter.

This Grand Chapter had the honor of having two of her Mem-
bers selected as General Grand Officers in the General Grand Chap-
ter of the United States, viz. : Robert P. Dunlap, General Grand
High-Priest for three terms, in 1847, 1850, and 1853 ; and Josiah
H. Drummond, General Grand High-Priest in 1871.

Maryland.

A circular letter from Concordia Chapter in Baltimore was
issued to all the chapters in Baltimore and the *“ Encampment of
Excellent, Superexcellent, Royal Arch” (in the District of Colum-
bia), inviting them to send representatives to a convention to be
held in the city of Washington, January 21, 1807, to take into con-
sideration the propriety of forming a Grand Chapter for the State
of Maryland and the District of Columbia.

Those chapters in Baltimore which met in this convention were
Woashington, Concordia, and St. John’s.

We find from Compn. Edward T. Schultz’s Hzstory of Capitu-
lar Masonry in Maryland that “ Undoubtedly [Washington Chap-
ter] was the Royal Arch Chapter of Jerusalem, instituted in 1787
by virtue of the dispensation or warrant of Lodge No. 7, Royal
Arch Chapter of Jerusalem, at Chestertown, and was attached to
Lodge No. 15, now Washington Lodge, No. 3.” This chapter
finally was merged with Concordia in 1822.

1« History of Masonry and Concordant Orders,” p. 616.
2 Proceedings of General Grand Chapter, 1826, p. 82.
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Companion Schultz informs us:! “It is probable that Royal
Arch Chapters were attached to most of the active Lodges in the
State. Hiram Lodge, No. 27, at Port Tobacco, as we have seen,
resolved to open a ‘ Royal Arch Chapter.” There is evidence to
show that more than one dispensation was granted in the year 1797.
Brother David Kerr was at the time Grand Master, and by virtue
of the power and control of the Royal Arch Degree, believed to be
inherent in Grand Masters, issued his dispensations for the forma-
tion of these several Chapters which then, in connection with the
Chapter attached to Washington Lodge, formed, June 24, 1897, the
first Independent Grand Chapter in the United States. The Grand
Chapter claimed to have been organized in 1796 in Pennsylvania,
was an appendage to the Grand Lodge of that State, and did not
become independent until the year 1824.”

In the above statement of Companion Schultz we heartily con-
cur. The Grand Chapter of 1797 in Maryland became dormant in
1803, and was revived in 1807, according to documents shown in
Companion Schultz’s history.?

A Grand Royal Arch Convention was held by the H. Royal Arch
Chapters in the State of Maryland and District of Columbia in the
city of Washington on January 21, 1807. Washington, Concordia,
and St. John’schapters of Baltimore, Federal and Washington Naval
of Washington City and Potomac Chapter of Georgetown of the
District of Columbia were present by their representatives. This
Convention resolved unanimously to organize a Grand Chapter for
the State of Maryland and the District of Columbia. They elected
the Grand Officers, and opened the Grand Chapter in ample form.
A committee was appointed to frame a constitution, which reported,
and their report was unanimously adopted.

The degrees recognized by this Grand Chapter were Mark Mas-
ter, Past Master, Most Excellent Master, and Royal Arch.

We make the following extract from Companion Schultz's
Freemasonry in Maryland :®

“ Since the finding of these books (old Records), documents
have been brought to light, which in connection with them throw
much light upon the early history of the Grand R. A. Chapter of
Maryland, and the District of Columbia, which as it will be seen

1¢¢ History of Capitular Masonry in Maryland,” pp. 321, 322, 323.
2 Ibid. 3 Vol. i., pp. 317, 318.
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was the title of the body subsequently formed by the representatives
of the chapters in Baltimore and Washington.”

The great care, diligence, and indefatigable zeal of Companion
Schultz manifested in his history, deserve especial mention by all
succeeding historians of Masonry, for his valuable additions to the
ancient history of Masonry in Maryland in all the branches—and we
continue our extracts :

“ Some months since we learned that the Masonic papers of
Philip P. Eckel, which were supposed to have been lost or entirely
destroyed, were in the possession of his granddaughter, Mrs. David
J. Bishop, living in this city (Baltimore), and who has since most
kindly placed them at our disposal. These papers were found to be
of great interest as they disclosed the existence of Masonic bodies
held in Baltimore prior to the year 1800, that were not previously
known or mentioned by any Masonic writer.”

Brother Eckel was perhaps the most active and zealous Mason
that ever lived in this jurisdiction ; there is scarcely a record or doc-
ument existing in this State, from about 1792 to 1828, that does not
mention his name in some capacity. Mackey says: “ He was one
of the most distinguished and enlightened Masons of his day ;” and
we add to this that he was evidently an “ Inspector General ” of the
A A.-S.. Rite. Companion Schultz furnishes fac-simile copies
of several of the documents referred to, and to prove that a Grand
Chapter existed in Baltimore is such a copy of a ‘‘dispensation”
from David Kerr, Grand High-Priest, to Philip P. Eckel as High-
Priest, to assemble a sufficient number of Companions to open and
hold a chapter of Royal Arch Masons, etc., in Baltimore, which
was to continue in force until June 20, 1797. This dispensation is
dated May 8, 1797.

No further records or documents of any description have been
discovered in reference to the Grand Chapter organized in 1807, and
the reorganization which occurred in the year 1814. On May gth
of that year delegates from Chapters Nos. 1, 2, and 3 met in the
city of Baltimore, when a constitution for the Grand Royal Arch
Chapter of the State of Maryland and District of Columbia was
adopted and Grand Officers elected.!

This Grand Chapter continued with above title until the with-
drawal of the chapters located in the District of Columbia, except

1Schultz’s ¢ History of Maryland,” vol. i., p. 325.
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Potomac, No. 8, at Georgetown, which elected to remain under the
jurisdiction of Maryland. This severance was done by the authority
of the General Grand Chapter, August 30, 1822.!

After this the Grand Chapter of the District of Columbia ceased
to exist, the chapters in Washington City and Alexandria had no
Grand Head until 1841, when steps were taken to place the chap-
ters in the District of Columbia under the jurisdiction of the Grand
Chapter of Maryland.* This condition continued until May 7, 1867,
when the three chapters in the District of Columbia which were
under the jurisdiction of Maryland and District of Columbia, viz. :
Columbia, Washington, and Mount Vernon, were duly organized,
and constituted the Grand Chapter of the District of Columbia.

That this was regularly and lawfully accomplished, we refer to
the proceedings of the General Grand Chapter for 1865. The fol-
lowing was referred to a committee :

“ Resolved, That the Royal Arch Chapters in the District of
Columbia or any three of them, are hereby authorized to establish a
Grand Chapter for the District of Columbia; and whenever such
Grand Chapter shall be organized, the jurisdiction now exercised
over the chapters taking part in the same, by the Grand Chapter of
Maryland, shall cease.”® That committee reported in 1868, and the
Grand Chapter of the District of Columbia was sustained.

Massackusetts.

The Royal Arch Chapter of St. Andrew’s was one of the three
original chapters which met in convention in Boston, October 24,
1797, and issued the * Circular,” which invited the assembling of a
convention in Hartford, Ct., January 24, 1798, “ to form and open
a Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, and to establish a Consti-
tution for the government and regulation of all the chapters that
now are or may be hereafter erected within the said States.” 4

The first notice of conferring the Royal Arch degree which we
find was August 28, 1769, in St. Andrew’s Chapter, called *“ Royal
Arch Lodge,” under the sanction of St. Andrew’s Lodge Charter,
No. 82, under the Registry of Scotland.

From August 12, 1769, until 1788, the title *“ Royal Arch Mas-
ter ” was employed.

1 Proceedings General Grand Chapter, 1826, p. 77.
31bid., 1841, p. 161; 1842, p. 181. 3 Ibid., 1865, p. 31. *‘‘ Compendium,” p. 7.
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Mickigan.

At the fifth regular meeting of the General Grand Chapter, held
September g, 1819, the committee reported that the General Grand
High-Priest had granted a dispensation to Monroe Chapter, No. 1,
at Detroit, December 3, 1818.!

At the twelfth meeting of the General Grand Chapter a dispen-
sation was reported as having been granted, by the Dep. General
Grand High-Priest, May 16, 1844, to St. Joseph’s Valley Chapter,
No. 2, at Niles.? Also the same officer reported, at the thirteenth
meeting, held September 14, 1847, that a dispensation had been
granted (without date) to Jackson Chapter, No. 3, in Jackson.?

A Charter was granted to Monroe Chapter, No. 1, September
11, 1819 ;* and at the session of September 14, 1847, a Charter was
granted to St. Joseph’s Valley, No. 2 ;® and September 16, 1847, to
Jackson Chapter, No. 3,° by vote of the General Grand Chap-
ter. The General Grand Scribe, in January, 1848, authorized the
chapters in Michigan to meet and organize a Grand Chapter for the
State.

Minnesota.

The first notice of Royal Arch Masonry, in the proceedings of
the General Grand Chapter, we find at the fifteenth meeting, held
September 17, 1853, when the committee reported that ‘ a number
of companions at St. Paul, Minn., have petitioned the General
Grand King for a dispensation,” and recommended a dispensation
to be issued by the present Deputy General Grand High-Priest.®

At the triennial session, September 11, 1856, a Charter was
granted.® Dispensations were issued by the General Grand High-
Priest to the following chapters : Vermillion, No. 2, in Hastings,
June 20, 1857 ; St. Anthony Falls, No. 3, in St. Anthony, January
5, 1858. On September 14, 1859, charters were granted to these.

A convention was held, by authority of Compn. Albert G.
Mackey, General Grand High-Priest, dated December 1, 1859, in
St. Paul. December 17, 1859, a constitution was adopted and the
Grand Chapter of Minnesota was regularly organized.

1¢¢ Compendium,” p. 6o. % Ibid., p. 182. 8 Ibid., p. z09.
4 Ibid., p. 6o. 5 Ibid., p. 209. ¢ Ibid., p. 225. 7 Ibid., p. 254.
8 Proceedings, 1853, p. 320. ? Ibid., 1856, p. 373.
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Mississippr.

At the sixth meeting of the General Grand Chapter, held Sep-
tember 14, 1826, the General Grand High-Priest reported having
issued a dispensation to a chapter at Port Gibson, Miss. On the
15th, at the same meeting, a Charter was granted.!

September 14, 1841, it was reported that a dispensation was
issued to Vicksburg Chapter, June 17, 1840; and a Charter was
granted September 17, 1841. At the twelfth session, Septem-
ber 10, 1844, the Deputy General Grand High-Priest reported
having issued dispensations to chapters in Mississippi as follows,
viz. : to Columbus Chapter, February 7, 1842 ; and to Jackson,
August 28, 1843. The General Grand High-Priest reported hav-
ing issued a dispensation to a chapter at Holly Springs, October
30, 1841.2 At the thirteenth session, September 14, 1847, the Gen-

- eral Deputy Grand High-Priest reported that he had authorized

the consecration of three chapters in Mississippi since the ses-
sion of 1844, for which charters had been ordered at that time, viz. :
Columbus Chapter, at Columbus; Jackson Chapter, at Jackson;
and Wilson Chapter, at Holly Springs.* He also reported having
issued two dispensations to organize chapters: Carrollton Chapter,
No. 7, at Carrollton; and Yazoo Chapter, No. 8, in Yazoo
County.®

In compliance with a petition from the chapters in Mississippi,
the General Deputy Grand High-Priest reported that, March 12,
1846, he had granted permission for those chapters to form a Grand
Chapter for that State ; and he had been officially notified that the
Grand Chapter had been duly organized, May 18, 1846.

Missours.

At the regular meeting of the General Grand Chapter (Septem-
ber 11, 1819) it was reported that the Grand High- Priest had
granted a dispensation to form a chapter in Missouri Territory, at
St. Louis, on April 3, 1819," and a Warrant was granted, September
16, 1826,° at the sixth meeting.

1 Proceedings General Grand Chapter, 1798-1856, p. 89. 2Ibid., p. 163.

8 Ibid., p. 78. 4 Ibid., p. 209. 5 Ibid., p. 209.

$Ibid., p. 210. 71bid., p. 56. 8 Ibid., p. 83.
95
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At the tenth meeting, September 14, 1838, the General Grand
Scribe reported that a dispensation had been issued for a Charter to
Palmyra Chapter, No. 2! (no date given). The committee recom-
mended a Charter to be issued whenever the provisions of the con-
stitution should have been complied with. A Charter, however,
was not given by the General Grand Chapter, but after the forma-
tion of the Grand Chapter of Missouri, it was given October 16,
1847.

At the twelfth meeting of the General Grand Chapter, held
September 10, 1844,® the Deputy General Grand High-Priest re-
ported having issued dispensations to Liberty Chapter, No. 3, at
Liberty, February 7, 1842 ; one to Weston Chapter, No. 4, at Wes-
ton, January 17, 1843 ; and one to Booneville Chapter, No. 6, at
Booneville, March 3, 1843 ; one to La Fayette Chapter, No. 5, Sep-
tember 11, 1844. Charters were ordered to all chapters reported
by the committee, viz.: Nos. 3, 4, 5, and 6.2

At the thirteenth meeting, held September 14, 1847, it was
reported by the Deputy General Grand High-Priest that since
the session of 1844 he had issued a dispensation to consecrate
Booneville Chapter, No. 6, and he had issued dispensations to
organize St. Louis Chapter, No. 8, at St. Louis, and Hannibal
Chapter, No. 7, at Hannibal, Mo. On September 17, 1847, char-
ters were ordered to be issued to Hannibal, No. 7, and St. Louis,
No. 8.4

The convention to organize a Grand Chapter for the State of
Missouri met in St. Louis, October 16, 1846, and the delegates of
Chapters Nos. 1, 2, 5, and 6 were present, and did organize the
Grand Chapter.

In the report of the General Grand Secretary of the General
Grand Chapter, at the thirteenth meeting, held September 14, 1847,
he states:

“ In the month of November, 1846, I received notice of the for-
mation of a Grand Chapter for the State of Missouri, purporting to
be by authority from the General Grand Officers. This, however,
was an error; and on being informed by me that there had been no
such authority given, it is believed no further proceedings have
been had in the matter.”®

1 Proceedings General Grand Chapter, 1798-1856, p. 153, 3 Ibid., p. 181.
3 Ibid., p. 185. 4 Ibid., p. 232. 5 Ibid., p. 206.
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We find the following minute in the proceedings of that day :

“To the General Grand Chapter :

“The Committee to whom was referred the action of the Grand
Chapter of Missouri, have had the same under consideration, and
respectfully report

“That the Grand Chapter of Missouri was formed, as we think,
by the Chapters thereof in good faith, believing that they were fully
authorized to do so, from conversations and correspondence with the
Comp. General Grand Secretary. Your Committee, however, be-
lieve that this organization was not strictly in conformity with the
Constitution of this General Grand Chapter ; therefore,

“ Resolved, That all irregularities be removed, and that said
Grand Chapter of Missouri be fully recognized, and that its repre-
sentatives be invited to seats in this General Grand Chapter.”!

Compn. J. W. S. Mitchell, of the Grand Chapter of Missouri,
offered the following:

“ Resolved, That the Chapters working by dispensation under
this jurisdiction in Missouri be, and they are, required to pay dues to
this General Grand Chapter up to the period when a Grand Chapter
was organized in the said State of Missouri, viz. : October, 1846,”*
which was adopted.

Montana.

The organization of the Grand Chapter of Montana, at Helena,
June 25, 1891, was consummated in accordance with a call of
the chapters and a Warrant which had been issued by the General
Grand High-Priest, Companion David F. Day.

The chapters constituting the Grand Chapter were :

Dispensation. Charter.
Virginia City, No. 1, at Virginia City, July 14, 1866, December 18, 1868.
Helena, No. 2, at Helena, December, 1867,  December 18, 1868.
Deer Lodge, No. 3, at Butte City, October 10, 1874, November 25, 1874.
Valley, No. 4, at Deer City, July 22, 1880, August 27, 1880,
Yellow Stone, No. s, at Miles City, Jahuary 2, 1886,  October 1, 1886,
Billings, No. 6, at Billings, May 6, 1886, October 1, 1886.
Livingston, No. 7, at Livingston, July 15, 1886, October 1, 1886.
Dillon, No. 8, at Dillon, January 15, 1887, November 22, 1889.
Great Falls, No. g, at Great Falls, March 13, 1889, November 22, 1889.

! Proceedings General Grand Chapter, 1798-1856, p. 219. 3 Ibid., p. 231.
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Nebraska.

At the triennial communication of the General Grand Chapter,
held September 8, 1865, the General Grand King reported :

“On the 21st day of November, 1859, I granted to sundry
Companions at the City of Omaha, in Nebraska Territory, a dis-
pensation to form and open a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons at
that place, to be called Omaha Chapter, No. 1.” He also reported
having issued a dispensation, January 25, 1860, to Keystone Chap-
ter, No. 2, at Nebraska City. Also that on July 13, 1864, a dis-
pensation had been granted to Nebraska Chapter, No. 3, at Platts-
mouth.! On the same day (September 8, 1865) charters were
granted to all three of the above chapters.?

By permission of the Deputy General Grand High-Priest a
convention was held, March 19, 1867, and the Grand Chapter of
Nebraska was regularly organized.

Nevada.

At the tricnnial of the General Grand Chapter, held September
8, 1865, the General Grand High-Priest reported having issued a
dispensation, in May, 1863, to ‘ Lewis Chapter,” at Carson City,
Nevada, which name was a compliment to himself? (John L.
Lewis). This chapter received the Charter, dated September 8,
1865.* A dispensation was issued to Virginia Chapter, at Virginia
City.® From the report, in the proceedings, it is very uncertain when
the dispensation was issued. The Charter was ordered September
18, 1868. A dispensation was granted to Austin Chapter, at Aus-
tin, October, 1866, and a Charter, September 18, 1868. A dispen-
sation was issued to White Pine Chapter, at Hamilton, January 10,
1871 ; and a Charter, September 20, 1871.°

A convention of these four chapters was held by authority of
the General Grand High-Priest, November 18, 1873.

From the proceedings of the General Grand Chapter for No-
vember 21, 1874, we see in the report of the General Grand Secre-
tary that a dispensation had been issued to St. John’s Chapter, at
Eureka, April 26, 1873; and also to Keystone Chapter, at Pioche,

1 Proceedings General Grand Chapter, 1865, p. 25. 2 Ibid., p. 31.
3 Ibid., p. 23. ¢ Ibid., p. 31. 5 Ibid., p. 23. ¢ Ibid., 1871, p. 33
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June 12, 1873 The General Grand Secretary says: “ The Chap-
ters organized U.-.D.- in Nevada, made returns and paid dues to
date of the organization of the Grand Chapter of Nevada, of which
they became components, in accordance with a custom hitherto ap-
proved by the General Grand Chapter.” *

New Hampshire.

In the session of the General Grand Chapter of the United
States, held June 6, 1816, we find that the General Grand King
reported that he had granted warrants or charters for St. Andrew’s
Chapter at Hanover, January 27, 1817; Trinity Chapel, at Hop-
kinton, February 16, 1807; Washington Chapter, in Portsmouth,
November, 1815; Cheshire Chapter, at Keene, May 4, 1816 ;2 and
at this session the warrants were confirmed June 7, 1816.*

The Grand Chapter of New Hampshire was organized on June
10, 1819, and the General Grand Chapter was duly notified by John
Harris, of New Hampshire, August 21, 1819, and the Grand Chap-
ter was recognized by the General Grand Chapter at the session
held September ¢, 1819.° The General Grand High-Priest issued a
Warrant to Union Mark Lodge, No. 1, in Claremont, July 3, 1818,
which subsequently passed under the jurisdiction of the Grand Chap-
ter of New Hampshire.

New Jersey.

The first official notice we find of the introduction of capitular
Masonry in New Jersey, is in the proceedings of the General Grand
Chapter for June 6, 1816. The General Grand Scribe had granted
a Warrant or Charter to Washington Chapter, Newark, May 26,
1813 ; to Cincinnati Mark Lodge, No. 1, Hanover, April, 1811 ;
and to Union Mark Lodge, No. 2, Orange.’

At the triennial meeting, held September 16, 1826, the report
of the General Grand High-Priest stated that a dispensation had
been granted by him to Franklin Chapter, No. 3, and a Charter
was granted.®

1 Proceedings of General Grand Chapter, 1874, p. 41. 2 Ibid., p. 41.

3 There were no meetings of General Grand Chapter between 1806 and 1816.

4 « Compendium,” fifth meeting of General Grand Chapter of United States, p. §6.
5 Ibid., p. 5. ¢ Ibid., p. 6o.

? Proceedings of General Grand Chapter for 1797 to 1856, p- 45. 8 Ibid., p. 78.
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A special committee reported September 1oth that a Charter
had been granted to the State of New Jersey, enabling the respec-
tive chapters therein to form and hold a Grand Chapter in the said
State, by the Most Excellent General Grand High-Priest.!

At the triennial session, September 10, 1819, a communication
from a Companion from the State of New Jersey on the subject
of forming a Grand Chapter being referred to a committee, they
reported, that it appears that there are two chapters in the State of
New Jersey under the jurisdiction of the General Grand Chapter,
and one under the authority of the State of Pennsylvania, which
does not acknowledge the jurisdiction of the General Grand Chap-
ter. The committee were of the opinion that a Grand Chapter
could not be formed until there were three chapters acknowledging
the jurisdiction of the General Grand Chapter, which was accepted
by that body.?

A dispensation was granted, September 23, 1854, to Enterprise
Chapter, No. 2, at Jersey City,? and which was reported at the trien-
nial meeting, September g, 1856, and February 23, 1856, a dispensa-
tion was issued by the General Grand High-Priest to Boudinot Chap-
ter, No. s, at Burlington.

It was reported by the committee :

“ Union Chapter, No. 1, Newark, is the only regularly Char-
tered Chapter now immediately subordinate to this General Grand
Chapter.* The following chapters have been working under dis-
pensations from the General Grand Officers from the dates of their
dispensations to this time, viz. : Enterprise, No. 2, Jersey City ; and
Boudinot, No. 5, Burlington.® Hiram Chapter, No. 4, Eatontown,
having been recognized by the General Grand High-Priest as here-
tofore stated, now stands a regular subordinate on the register of
this General Grand Chapter.”®

We find nothing said subsequently of the Grand Chapter of
New Jersey. A resolution was adopted in the General Grand
Chapter at its session, September 17, 1841, that Hiram Chapter at
Trenton be advised to place itself under the jurisdiction of the
Grand Chapter of the State of New York, and that said Grand
Chapter be advised to legalize the proceedings of Hiram Chapter
subsequent to the dissolution of the Grand Chapter of New Jersey.’

! Proceedings of General Grand Chapter, 1797-1856, pp. 77,82.  ? Ibid., p. 54
31bid., p. 364. *Ibid., p. 365. 5 1Ibid., p. 365. °©Ibid, p. 365. 7?Ibid., p. 168.
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The Deputy General Grand High-Priest issued a dispensation
to Union Chapter, No. 1, for Newark, March 13, 1848, and re-
ported the same at the triennial held September 10, 1850, and also to
Newark Chapter, No. 2, March 20, 1848 ;! both of these had charters
granted September 12, 1850.%

The General Grand Secretary reported at the session held Sep-
tember 13, 1853, viz. : “ On the 23d of december I received from
the Deputy General Grand High-Priest a letter from the High-
Priest of Newark Chapter, stating the loss of the Charter of said
Chapter ; which letter was endorsed by Comp. Stapleton, advis-
ing the issuing of a dispensation enabling the Chapter to con-
tinue its work ; which dispensation was issued by the General Grand
High-Priest.” ®

It appears, however, that subsequently, September 17, 1853,
Newark, No. 2, was merged into Union Chapter.

The peculiar condition of Royal Arch Masonry in New Jersey
continued for some considerable length of time, and was not satis-
factorily settled until the organization of the Grand Chapter, Feb-
ruary 13, 1857.

Hiram Chapter, which, as above shown, was transferred to the
jurisdiction of New York Grand Chapter, by the resolution of the
General Grand Chapter, September 17, 1841, again desired to be
under the jurisdiction of the General Grand Chapter ; and in July,
1853, requested of the Grand Chapter of New York to be trans-
ferred thereto. At the triennial of the General Grand Chapter, the
report of the General Grand Secretary shows: “ Upon examining
the papers which came into my possession at our last {riennial meet-
ing, after the adjournment, I found among them a petition from
the officers and members of Hiram Chapter, No. 4, Eatontown,
New Jersey, directed to the General Grand Chapter, dated Feb-
ruary 3, 1852, setting forth that, that Chapter was, many years
before, chartered by the Grand Chapter of New Jersey, and con-
tinued to work under said Charter, so long as that Grand Chapter
was in existence. That it was then ‘taken under the fostering care
of the Grand Chapter of New York, to which it had ever since
been subservient,” and praying to be acknowledged and registered
as one of the subordinates of this General Grand Chapter. To the

! Proceedings of General Grand Chapter, 1797-1856, p. 250.
4 Ibid., p. 257. 3 Ibid., p. 293.
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petition was appended full power from the Grand Chapter of
New York to the petitioner to transfer their allegiance from the
Grand Chapter of New York to this General Grand Chapter. That
petition seems, from the endorsement upon it, in the hand wri-
ing of Compn. Swigert, who acted as my assistant, to have been
referred to the Committee on Chapters and Dispensations. It 1s
not mentioned in the proceedings.”! A correspondence ensued
between the High-Priest of Hiram Chapter and the General Grand
High-Priest Hon. R. P. Dunlap, who finally directed the General
Grand Secretary to register Hiram Chapter on the roll of chapters
subordinate to the General Grand Chapter, which was done No-
vember 14, 1854, and the High-Priest George Finch was duly noti-
fied thereof, and thereafter the returns were regularly made as a
subordinate chapter to the General Grand Body.* A Charter was
ordered for Hiram Chapter, September 11, 1856.°

The following chapters applied to the General Grand High-
Priest for his consent to organize a Grand Chapter, viz. : Newark
Chapter, No. 2; Hiram Chapter, No. 4, and Boudinot Chapter,
No. 5. This approval was dated January 24, 1857, and the Grand
Chapter was regularly organized February 13, 1857.

New York.

It is very well settled that the Royal Arch degree was conferred
in that jurisdiction under lodge charters, as it was elsewhere in the
colonies, and prior to the formation of the Grand Chapter for the
New England States and New York in 1798.

A Warrant was issued by the Duke of Athol, September 5
1781, making Rev. William Walter the Provincial Grand Master,
authorizing him to form a Provincial Grand Lodge in the city of
New York. The first meeting of this provincial body was held
December 5, 1782. At that date nine lodges existed in the city,
and there were six military lodges of the British Army. It is sup-
posed by some writers, and probably it was correct, that Washington
Chapter, of New York, styled the * Mother Chapter,” originated
in the above-mentioned Provincial Grand Lodge. The early records
of Washington Chapter were destroyed by fire in New York, con-

! Proceedings of General Grand Chapter for 1797 to 1856, p. 361.
31bid., 1856, p. 361. 3 Ibid., 1856, p. 373-
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sequently its origin is unknown. It, however, granted warrants
for other chapters through a number of years, Hiram Chapter in
Newtown, Ct., dated April 29, 1791, being the first one now
known.

The following chapters assembled in convention in Albany,
March 14, 1798, and organized and established a Deputy Grand
Chapter subordinate to the Grand Chapter of the Northern States
for the State of New York, viz. : Hudson, of Hudson, instituted in
1796 ; Temple, of Albany, instituted February 14, 1799; Horeb,
of Whitestown ; Hibernian, of New York City ; and Montgomery,
of Stillwater ; dates of these three not known. Comp. Thomas
Frothingham was elected Chairman and Comp. Sebastian Vischer,
Secretary. The constitution was read by Compn. Thomas Smith
Webb, and Compn. De Witt Clinton was elected Deputy Grand
High-Priest ; John Hammer, Dep. Grand Secretary.

From the first, warrants were issued to organize Mark lodges
and chapters, and prosperity attended the Royal Craft. Thirty-three
chapters and three Mark lodges were represented in the Grand Chap-
ter in 1820. The chapters increased to fifty-three in 1829, and sixty-
one were represented in 1853 ; while in 1839 and 1840, following the
Morgan affair, about thirteen only were reported.

As New York is the most populous State in the Union, so also
does Masonry take the lead as to numbers in all the branches in
Masonry.

The General Grand Chapter met in the city of New York in
1816, 1819, 1826, 1829, and 1841. De Witt Clinton served as General
Grand High-Priest from 1816 to 1826 ; Edward Livingston, 1829
to 1835 ; John L. Lewis in 1865, and James M. Austin in 1868.

At the meeting of the Grand Chapter of the Northern States,
held January 10, 1799, Section 1 of Article I. of the Constitution
was changed, and that body assumed the title of General Grand
Chapter of Royai Arch Masons for the six Northern States of
America enumerated in the preamble.! The State organizations
were, by Article II., Section 1, required to drop the prefix * Dep-
uty,” and were designated as ‘ Grand Chapters.”

1 Proceedings of General Grand Chapter, 1797 to 1856, p. 19, and at p. 10 at session,
January 26, 1798. The six are enumerated in the preamble and New York is also added.
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North Carolina.

At the thirteenth meeting of the General Grand Chapter of the

United States, held September 14, 1847, in the city of Columbus,
0., we find the following report of the General Grand Secretary,
viz. :
“In the State of North Carolina there is no Grand Chapter.
The time was when such an institution existed there as a constitu-
ent of the General Grand Chapter ; but it is believed that it ceased
to exist about twenty years ago. There are said to be Chapters at
Halifax, Tarborough, Fayetteville, and Wilmington ; but they are
not in correspondence with the General Grand Chapter, although
some of them, if not all, were instituted under its immediate juris-
diction.”

“ Note.—Since the foregoing was written I have received a
printed copy of the Minutes of a Convention of delegates from the
several chapters, by which it appears a Grand Chapter has been re-
organized for the State of North Carolina. Whether this organiza-
tion be in strict compliance with the Constitution or not, there can
be no doubt it was the intention of the chapters so to do, as the
whole proceeding seems to be with a view of regaining their former
position in the Confederation.”

We have carefully referred to the proceedings of the General
Grand Chapter, from the thirteenth meeting in 1847 back to the
commencement of 1797, and find that the first notice of a chapter
in North Carolina was at the fourth meeting, June 6, 1816, being a
special in consequence of a lapse in 1813, reported when a Charter
was to have been issued to Concord Chapter, at Wilmington, May
4, 1815, by the General Grand King. He had also issued a Char-
ter to Pheoenix Chapter, at Fayetteville, September 1, 1815}

We found also that at the sixth meeting, held September 14,
1826, the Deputy General Grand High-Priest, Compn. Fowle, had
granted a Warrant to Wadesborough Chapter, at Wadesborough, in
1822 (no date given). At this meeting there was no delegate pres-
ent from North Carolina. When the ‘“ Memorial” of the Grand
Chapter of Kentucky was presented to the General Grand Chapter

1 « Compendium,” p. 46. 3 Ibid., p. 72.




FREEMASONRY IN THE UNITED STATES 1531

at its sixth meeting, September 14, 1826, asking for a dissolution of
the latter body, it was referred to a committee, and at the same
meeting the committee reported the answers of all the Grand Chap-
ters, and North Carolina is stated as concurring with the Kentucky
Grand Chapter’s resolution. At the meeting of the General Grand
Chapter (September 14, 1847) above referred to, the matter con-
cerning a Grand Chapter in North Carolina being referred to a
committee, the following report was made :

“That they have had the same under consideration and find
their proceedings to be regular. They assembled as appears by
their printed proceedings, on the 28th of June, 1847 ; three chapters
were represented ; they proceeded to elect Officers and adopt a
Constitution ; in which, however, your committee would remark
there appear to be several unconstitutional articles or sections, and
we would respectfully recommend that the Grand Chapter of
North Carolina be recognized as a legal Grand Chapter on their
altering and amending their constitution to conform to that of
this General Grand Chapter in the following particulars noted by
your committee * (omitted). Which recommendation was adopted.”
So that the Grand Chapter of North Carolina was legally author-
ized September 16, 1847.

At the fourteenth triennial session, September 15, 1850, Com-
panion L. L. Stephenson was present as proxy for the Grand High-
Priest.?

North Dakota.

After the chapters located in South Dakota, by consent of the
Grand Chapter of Dakota, on January 6, 1890, had organized their
Grand Chapter, on January gth following, the representatives of
Missouri, No. 6, at Bismarck ; Casselton, No. 7, at Casselton;
Cheyenne, No. g, at Valley City; Keystone, No. 11, at Fargo;
Jamestown, No. 13, at Jamestown; Lisbon, No. 29, at Lisbon,
met in convention, and were constituted, by Companion Theodore
S. Parvin, by authority of a dispensation from the General Grand
High-Priest, Noble D. Larner, and the Grand Chapter of North
Dakota was organized in ample form with the following constitu-
ent chapters: Missouri, No. 1, at Bismarck; Casselton, No. 2, at

1¢¢ Compendium,” p. 70. 2 Ibid., p. 155. 8 Ibid., p. 175.
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Casselton ; Corinthian, No. 3, at Grand Forks; Cheyenne, No. 4,
at Valley City; Keystone, No. 5, at Fargo; Jamestown, No. 6, at
Jamestown ; Lisbon, No. 7, at Lisbon.

The first annual convocation was held at Grand Forks, June 18,
18go. The membership reported of the seven chapters was three
hundred and fifty-five.

Ohzo.

The very first notice of Royal Arch Masonry in Ohio is found
in the proceedings of the fourth meeting of the General Grand
Chapter, held June 6, 1816, where it is reported that the General
Grand Scribe had granted a Warrant or dispensation to Washington
Chapter at Chillicothe, O., September 20, 1815, which was con-
firmed on June 7, 1816.* The Committee on Examination of Cre-
dentials reported : '

“On examination it appears that American Union Chapter, of
Marietta, originated in the year 1792 ; that Cincinnati Chapter ex-
isted prior to the 27th of January, 1798; that Horeb Chapter had
authority from the Deputy Grand High-Priest of the State of
Maryland and District of Columbia dated 8th March, 1815, which
Grand Chapter is in connection with the General Grand Chapter of
the United States.”?

Cincinnati Chapter started the effort to form a Grand Chapter
by sending an invitation to the other chapters to meet at Worth-
ington, October 21, 1816; and on the 24th of that month the
Grand Chapter was regularly organized. The chapters constituting
the Grand Chapter were: American Union, No. 1; Cincinnati,
No. 2 ; Horeb, No. 3; Washington, No. 4.

At the fifth meeting of the General Grand Chapter, held Sep-
tember o, 1819, it was * Pofed, That the Grand Chapter of Ohio be
now received into the Union of the State Grand Chapters, under
the jurisdiction of this General Grand Chapter.”*

1Proceedings of General Grand Chapter, 1797-1856, p. 45. 2 Ibid., p. 45.

3¢ History of Masonry and Concordant Orders,” p. 626. The above quotation is
taken from the history of the ¢ Capitular degrees,” by Comp. Alfred F. Chapman, who
stated : ‘ On the second day of the Meeting a Committee was appointed to examine the
Credentials and reported as follows : ” viz., the above quotation.

4 Proceedings of General Grand Chapter, 1797-1856, p. §2.
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Pennsylvania.

Grand H. R. A. Chapter.—The first chapter of R. A. Masons
formed in Pennsylvania was that working under the Warrant of
Lodge No. 3, and its date was anterior to 1758. From that period
until the fall of the year 1795 all Royal Arch chapters were at-
tached to subordinate lodges under the jurisdiction of the Grand
Lodge. At an Extra Grand Lodge of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, held November 17, 1795, *“ A letter was received and
read, signed by Brother Matthias Sadler, as Grand High-Priest of a
Grand Royal Arch Chapter, by him said to be established under the
several warrants of Lodges No. 19, 52, and 67, held in the city of
Philadelphia, and, on motion, the Grand Lodge considering such
action irregular, suspended the warrants of the three lodges named
until the next Grand Communication. At an adjourned meeting
of the Grand Lodge, held November 23, 1795, the committee ap-
pointed on the 17th of same month to take into consideration the
action of Lodge 52, etc., reported fully on the matter and offered
the following resolutions, which were adopted :

“¢ Whereas, The supreme Masonic jurisdiction over all Lodges
of Ancient York Masons, held in Pennsylvania, has uniformly been
and is duly and legally vested in the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania;

“ ¢ And w#kereas, The number of Royal Arch Masons is greatly
increased, insomuch that other Chapters are established in this city
and in other parts of Pennsylvania;

“* And whereas, It was always contemplated that such Chapters,
regularly held, should be under the protection of this Grand Lodge ;

“¢*And whereas, It is the prevailing wish of the Royal Arch
Masons within this jurisdiction that a Royal Arch Grand Chapter
should be opened under the authority of this Grand Lodge. Be
it therefore, and it is hereby resolved, that a Grand Royal Arch
Chapter be opened under the immediate sanction of the Grand
Lodge of Pennsylvania.””

At a meeting of the Grand Lodge, held March 5, 1798, * Rules
and Regulations for the government of the Grand Holy Royal Arch
Chapter, held under the protection of, and supported by the Grand
Lodge of Pennsylvania, unanimously agreed to and established a
Grand Chapter, held in Philadelphia, February 24, 1798,” were con-
firmed.
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In the declaration, preceding these rules and regulations, was the
following :

‘“ Ancient Masonry consists of four degrees, the three first of
which are that of the Apprentice, the Fellow Craft, and the sublime
degree of Master; and a brother being well versed in these degrees,
and having discharged the offices of his lodge, particularly that of
Master, and fulfilled the duties thereof with the approbation of the
brethren of his lodge, is eligible, on due trial and examination by
the Chiefs of the Chapter to whom he shall have applied, and by
them found worthy of being admitted to the fourth degree, The
Holy Royal Arch.”

The first of the rules declared :

“That no Chapter of Holy Royal Arch shall be held or con-
vened within the commonwealth of Pennsylvania or Masonic juris-
diction thereunto belonging, but under the authority and sanction
of a regular subsisting warrant granted by the Grand Lodge accord-
ing to the old institutions, and by the consent of said lodge first sig-
nified to the Grand Chapter.”

Subsequently the degrees of Mark Master and Most Excellent
Master were permitted to be conferred (so as to enable Compan-
ions of Pennsylvania to enter chapters in other States), but the con-
ferring of them was not to be considered as a recognition of them
as degrees of Ancient York Masonry.

This state of affairs continued until May 17, 1824, when the de-
pendent Grand Chapter to the Grand Lodge was closed size dfre,
and on the same day, “ At a meeting of the Companions of the
Holy Royal Arch, convened at the Masonic Hall,” it was ¢ Re-
solved, That the Companions now present do organize themselves
into a Grand Holy Royal Arch Chapter,” and on the 24th of the
same month officers were elected, Companion Michael Nisbet be-
ing the first Grand High-Priest of the Independent Grand Chapter,
and which now controls all the degrees of its sister Grand Chapters,
with the exception of that of Past Master, which the Grand Lodge
still controls.

The Grand Chapter of Pennsylvania is not a constituent of the
General Grand Chapter of the United States.

i
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Rhode [sland.

Washington Chapter, “ Mother,” of New York, gave a Charter
to Providence Royal Arch Chapter, September 3, 1793, and was
with the other chapters in the organization of the Grand Chapter
of Rhode Island, March 12, 1798. This Grand Chapter took part
in the organization of the General Grand Chapter! and continued
therewith until the war period (1861-65), and as the General Grand
Chapter’s sessions were thereby interrupted, this Grand Chapter, as
well as some others, held that in consequence of the non-attendance
at the regular sessions, the General Grand Chapter had been dis-
solved, and the Grand Body remained out of the Union until the
session held October 12, 1897, when she again sent her representa-
tives and rejoined the Union.

This action was resolved upon at the ninety-ninth annual convo-
cation of the Grand Chapter of Rhode Island, held March 9, 1897.?

South Carolina.

A Warrant was granted by the Grand Chapter of New York,
February 1, 1803, to Carolina Chapter, in Charleston.® At the
third regular meeting of the General Grand Chapter, January o,
1806, the Gencral Grand Officers reported having granted a War-
rant for a chapter at Beaufort, S. C., by the name of Unity Chap-
ter, which was then confirmed.* The dispensation for this chapter
had becn issued March 1, 1805.

In consequence of the war with Great Britain there was no
meeting of the General Grand Chapter until 1816, which was the
fourth, being a special. At the meeting of 1806 a petition for a chap-
ter in Charleston, by Bryan Sweeny and others, was presented and
refused, because it was not recommended by any adjacent chapter.®

The Grand Chapter for the State of South Carolina was insti-
tuted May 29, 1812. We can not find any reference to the organ-
ization of the Grand Chapter of South Carolina in the proceedings
of the General Grand Chapter ; but at the fourth meeting, held

1¢¢Compendium of Proceedings General Grand Chapter of United States,” p. 8.

2 Proceedings General Grand Chapter, 1897, p. 29.

8 Proceedings Grand Chapter of New York in ‘‘ History of Masonry and Concordant
Orders,” p. 629.

¢ Proceedings General Grand Chapter, 1806, p. 3o. 5 Ibid., p. 31.
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June 6, 1816, Thos. Smith Webb is reported as proxy for Wm.
Young, the Grand High-Priest, and Foster Burnet as groxy for
Benj. Phillips, Grand Scribe ; therefore, that Grand Chapter was
duly recognized as a constituent of the General Grand Chapter.
We must presume that during the war period, as was reported to
the General Grand Chapter, “ the situation of the country was such
at that time as to render it highly inconvenient for the General
Grand Chapter to convene.”! This Grand Chapter was also repre-
sented at the meetings held in 1826 and 1829, and not again until
1844, and then not until 1859.

During the years 1861 to 1865 that Grand Chapter refused to
withdraw its allegiance : * And, by a resolution adopted in 1861,
the oaths of office and of initiation have included allegiance to the
General Grand Chapter,” was stated with pride, in the sessions of
186265 by Albert G. Mackey, General Grand High-Priest and Past
Grand High-Priest of the Grand Chapter of South Carolina.?

South Dakotla.

When it was decided by the chapters of Dakota Grand Chap-
ter to organize two Grand Chapters, viz., for North and South
Dakota, a convention was held by all the chapters located in South
Dakota.

There were present the representatives of the following chap-
ters, viz.: Yankton, No. 1, at Yankton; Aberdeen, No. 14, at
Aberdeen ; Mitchell, No. 16, at Mitchell; Brookings, No. 18, at
Brookings ; Orient, No. 19, at Flandreau; Rabboni, No. 23, at
Webster. Companion Theodore S. Parvin was present, and by
authority of a dispensation issued to him, as Deputy, by General
Grand High-Priest Noble D. Larner, which was confirmed by the
then General Grand High-Priest David F. Day, he constituted the
Grand Chapter of South Dakota in ample form.

Tennessee.

March 2, 1818, the General Grand High-Priest issued a dispen-
sation to Cumberland Chapter, in Nashville, Tenn.,* which received
a Charter at the session of the General Grand Chapter, September
11, 1819.4

' Proceedings General Grand Chapter, 1816, p. 41.
¢ Ibid., 1865, p. 11. 3 Ibid., 1819, p. 60. ¢ Ibid., p. 60.
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At the meeting held September 15, 1826, it was reported that
dispensations had been issued to the following chapters, viz.:
Franklin Chapter, at Franklin, March 25, 1824 ; Clarksville Chap-
ter, at Clarksville, December 11, 1824; LaFayette, at Columbia,
January 5, 1825. At the same session charters were ordered to be
issued.! At the session September 16, 1826, the Grand Chapter of
Tennessee was regularly recognized as having been duly organized
and constituted,® and became a constituent of the General Grand
Chapter.

s .
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Texas.

At the meeting of the General Grand Chapter, held December
8, 1835, an application was made by Comps. Samuel M. Williams,
James H. C. Miller, and others associated with them, for a Charter
to constitute a chapter of Royal Arch Masons in Texas® The
committee, to whom this was referred, recommended, December
oth, that a Warrant or Charter be issued to them by the name of
San Filipe de Austin, Royal Arch Chapter, No. 1.4

At the meeting held in 1850, Austin Chapter, No. 6, petitioned
to have the name changed to Lone Star, No. 6.

At the meeting of General Grand Chapter, September 14, 1850,

-

>

g e g

R LS
. R G

v
the following chapters received charters, the General Grand King ¢
having reported that dispensations had been issued to them by him, v
viz. : )

L

Name. Dispensation Issued. Charter Granted. Place. [',
Washington Chapter, No. 2.| May 5, 1848...... September 12, 1850 . ..| Houston.
Jerusalem Chapter, No. 3...| March 10, 1849.. .| Dispensation continued| Anderson. \
Trinity Chapter, No. 4..... March 14, 1848.. .| Dispensation continued| Crockett. %
Brenham Chapter, No. 5....| April 14, 1849..... September 12, 1850 . ..| Brenham.
Austin
changed to } Chapter, No. 6.] April 14, 1849.. ... September 12, 1850 .. .| Austin.
Lone Star
San Jacinto Chapter, No. 7..| January 22, 1850. .| Dispensation continued| Huntsville.
Washington
changed to } Chapter,No.8.| No date, 1850.....| September 13, 1850 ...| Washington.
Brazos
Rising Star Chapter, No. 9. .| February, 1850....| September 14, 1850 . ..|San Augustine.

i

Those chapters in the above table having their dispensations .
continued were recommended and authorized to surrender them,

! Proceedings' General Grand Chapter, 1826, p. 78.

3 Ibid., p. 82. 3 Ibid., 1835, p. 129,
¢ Ibid,, p. 133. 8 Ibid., 1850, pp. 252, 257, 258, 268, 272.
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and receive charters from the Grand Chapter of that State, if one
be organized previous to the next meeting of the General Grand
Chapter.

“The First Grand Chapter of the Republic of Texas was
formed by a convention of Royal Arch Masons, delegates from
San Filipe de Austin Chapter, of Galveston; Cyrus Chapter, of
Matagorda; Lone Star Chapter, of Austin, and Rising Star Chap-
ter, of San Augustine. The Convention met in the city of Austin
on the 14th of December, 1841.”?

The Grand Chapter was organized and the constitution adopted.
San Filipe de Austin Chapter declined to sign the constitution
and withdrew from the convention. The constitution was adopted
and ratified on December 21, 1841. It was signed by B. Gillespie,
Grand High-Priest, and attested by H. W. Raglin, Grand Secre-
tary. Compn. George Lopas, the Grand Secretary of the Grand
Chapter of Texas, in 1895, was instructed to prepare a reprint of
the proceedings of the Grand Chapter, which he accomplished, and
the valuable results of his labors appear in two beautiful volumes,
from which we are enabled to gain all the information as to the
condition of capitular Masonry in the State of Texas.

It is probable that no convocation was held in 1842. The
proceedings of 1844 to 1849 included, as also the original consti-
tution, were printed and given werbatzm in the reprint. The Grand
Chapter met in 1848, but the proceedings were not printed.

When, ‘“for the sake of peace and harmony among the Craft,”
this Grand Chapter was dissolved, there were nine chapters, viz. :
Cyrus, No. 1, at Matagorda; Lone Star, No. 3, at Austin ; Rising
Star, No. 4, at San Augustine ; Washington, No. 5, at Washington ;
De Witt Clinton, No. 6, at Clarksville; Jerusalem, No. 7, at Alta
Mira (Fanthorp’s) ; Houston, No. 8, at Houston ; Brenham, No. 12,
at Brenham, and Trinity, No. 13, at Crockett. The compiler,
Compn. Lopas, was unable to account for the missing Nos. 2, g, 10,
11, and was unable to learn of their names or locations.?

The chapter San Filipe de Austin, No. 1, to be located at San
Filipe de Austin, in consequence of unforeseen events was never
opened at that place, but was opened at Galveston, June 2, 1840,
four years and a half later. This was reported to the General Grand

1« Historical Sketch,” by George Lopas, Grand Secretary, 1897, p. 3.
2Ibid., p. 3.
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Chapter in 1844, and, on September 12th, by a resolution adopted,
the removal was approved.!

A certain Scotchman, Dugald McFarlane, organized a chapter
in Matagorda, in 1837, and named it Cyrus Chapter, having neither
Warrant or Charter. Doubts having arisen as to its legality, in
1841, they petitioned the Grand Lodge of the Republic of Texas
for a dispensation to open a chapter. A dispensation was issued
to them December 10, 1841. At the same time dispensations were
also issued to Rising Star Chapter, at San Augustine, and Lone
Star Chapter, at Austin.?

After the organization of the Grand Chapter they addressed a
memorial to the Grand Lodge of Texas, and after setting forth cer-
tain reasons therefor, respectfully asked the Grand Lodge “to re-
linquish and surrender all jurisdiction and control over the Royal
Arch Chapters and Royal Arch Masons in the Republic of Texas
upon the surrender of the dispensations heretofore granted by your
worshipful body.”?

This was granted by the Grand Lodge of Texas.

All the irregularities of these chapters in Texas in the early
years were respectively cured by the action of the General Grand
Chapter in the one case of San Filipe de Austin Chapter, and the
Grand Lodge of the Republic of Texas as to the other chapters.

The General Grand Chapter, however, did not recognize the
Grand Chapter of Texas as having been regularly constituted, as
they had not asked permission to organize from that body, and the
General Grand Chapter decided to suppress it by mild means. In
1847 they passed a resolution forbidding Royal Arch Masons under
that jurisdiction from holding Masonic intercourse with the Grand
Chapter of Texas, its subordinates, and those acknowledging its
authority.

“ At the formation of the Grand Chapter of Texas in the city
of Galveston, December 30, 1850, the following chapters were rep-
resented : San Filipe de Austin, No. 1, chartered by the General
Grand Chapter, December g, 1835 ; Washington, No. 2, Brenham,
No. 5, and Brazos, No. 8.

“ Of the Chapters organized by authority of the General Grand
Chapter, all but San Filipe de Austin, No. 1, surrendered their au-

1 Proceedings General Grand Chapter, p. 191.
3¢ Ruthven’s Reprint,” p. 101. 3 Ibid., vol. i., p. 112,
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thority from the General Grand Chapter to the Grand Chapter of
Texas, and received their charters, dated June 25, 1851, and signed
by the Grand Officers elected at the second annual convocation in
the town of Huntsville, June 24, 1851.”

“ San Filipe de Austin, No. 1, never received a charter from the
Grand Chapter of Texas until June 22, 1860.”

“Many of the Companions who belonged to Chapters under
the First Grand Chapter of the Republic of Texas, believing the
action of the General Grand Chapter in regard to Royal Arch Ma-
sonry in Texas unwarranted and unjust, refused to be *healed’
under the new organization, and were thereby debarred from enjoy-
ing the privileges for which they had worked so earnestly and long.
Others accepted the situation until such time as they should be able
to sever an alliance that was unsought and always distasteful.”

“The time came in 1861, when, on the 17th of June, the Grand
Chapter adopted the following resolution :

“ Resolved, That all connection between this Grand Chapter
and the General Grand Chapter of the United States is dissolved
and forever annihilated by the separation of our State from that
government.” !

The Grand Chapter of Texas has steadily refused all overtures
from the General Grand Chapter to return to the fold from which
she withdrew in 1861. * Zempus aliit omnia” (Time cures all
things), and we feel assured that, with the passing away of the pres-
ent generation, with its prejudices, so will pass away that feeling in
the Grand Chapter of Texas which now keeps her out of the fold,
especially as some of her best members never left the General
Grand Body.

Utah.

December 13, 1872, Utah Chapter, No. 1, Salt Lake City, had
a dispensation issued, and a Charter was granted November 25,
18742 A dispensation was issued for Ogden Chapter, No. 2, at
Ogden, March 11, 1881; and Ontario, No. 3, at Park City, Octo-
ber 26, 1882; and charters to these two were granted August 15,
1883 Utah has no Grand Chapter, and is under the control of
the General Grand Chapter.

1« Historical Sketch,” p. 7.
2 Proceedings General Grand Chapter, 1874, p. §6. 8 Ibid., 1883, pp. 96, 97.
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Vermont.

The first notice of Royal Arch Masonry we have is in the pro-
ceedings of the General Grand Chapter, at its third regular meet-
ing, held January g, 1806, where it is stated that a communication
from Rutland in the State of Vermont, signed by Nicholas God-
dard, Grand Secretary, was presented, informing the General Grand
Chapter of the formation of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter in the
State of Vermont, etc.! At this first day of the meeting the
General Grand Chapter, by resolution, admitted the said Grand
Chapter of Vermont into union with that body.?

From the records of the Grand Chapter of New York we learn
that a Warrant for a Mark Master Mason’s Lodge was granted at
Bennington, January 30, 1799. Also that the Deputy Grand High-
Priest issued a dispensation to Jerusalem Chapter, in Vergennes,
March 25, 1805 ; and the Grand Chapter granted it a Charter, Feb-
ruary 5, 1806.%

A Grand Chapter was organized in Vermont, December 20,
1804, but there is no record to be found when, nor by whom, Royal
Arch Masonry was introduced into the State. From the proceed-
ings of the Grand Chapter of New York we also learn that in
February, 1805, the matter of the formation of a Grand Chapter in
Vermont was under consideration, and it was the opinion that there
ought to be at least three regular Royal Arch Chapters to form
a Grand Chapter, and also they say that ‘your Committee have
had authentic evidence from respectable sources, that there were
but three members at the formation of the aforesaid Grand
Chapter.” ¢

A protest was made against the effort to form the Grand Chap-
ter ; nevertheless we find that the General Grand Chapter did rec-
ognize the organization of that Grand Chapter, as above stated.

The last annual convocation was held in 1832, six years after the
great anti-Masonic excitement commenced, Compn. Nathan B. Has-
well (Blessed be his memory) being then Grand High-Priest, who
also was present at the triennial convocation of the General Grand
Chapter in 1832. At the session of 1844 Compn. Haswell said :

‘ At the last triennial meeting of your body in New York I had
——

! Proceedings General Grand Chapter, 1806, p. 39. 4 Ibid., p. 29.
3 ¢¢ History of Masonry and Concordant Orders,” p. 633. 4 Ibid., p. 633.
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the honor to present a communication giving an account of the
state of Masonry in Vermont. In accordance with a duty I owe
the fraternity and in behalf of many good and true Masons in my
State I have now further to report that nothing has occurred since
that period to warrant the resuming of our Masonic labors.

“In no State of our Union has the anti-Masonic spirit gained
so strong a foothold as in Vermont. Although she has been di-
vested of the political power that for years worked her curse, still
her old leaders continue restless and troublesome ; and under the
abolition excitement which now pervades the State they still exert
a secret influence hostile to our institution, which time, patience,
and perseverance can alone conquer.

“Mortifying and unpleasant as it is to be compelled by the
continued force of circumstances to suspend our Masonic labors,
prudence dictates a course so important to the well-being and future
welfare of the whole fraternity.

“We look forward, however, to a period when we can peace-
fully resume them and when public opinion shall do us justice, and
sanction a course thus adopted ; then shall our obscure but not lost
Pleiad again break forth, diffusing new light and heat, in the Ma-
sonic Constitution [Constellation perhaps].!

“We now ask your fraternal advice in our difficult movements.
And in behalf of the Companions and brethren in Vermont, whose
fidelity has never been shaken, I submit this report.

“NATHAN B. HaswELL,
“ High-Priest and Grand Master.”

In February, 1848, Jerusalem Chapter, No. 2, was reopened by
a dispensation from the General Grand Scribe. The Grand Lodge
of Vermont was revived in 1847 ; and soon following this event
the Companions of the Grand Chapter made a movement toward
the revival of the Grand Chapter, and under the direction of Com-
panion Haswell, who was the last Grand High-Priest, and sanc-
tioned by the Deputy-General Grand High-Priest, the Grand Chap-
ter was reorganized July 18, 1849.

There were three chapters which took part in the reorganiza-
tion : Jerusalem, No. 2, at Vergennes; Burlington, No. 12, at
Burlington ; and LaFayette, No. 15, at East Berkshire.

! Proceedings of General Grand Chapter, 1844, pp. 183, 184.
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In October, 1849, the Grand High-Priest granted a renewal of
the Charter to Champlain Chapter, at St. Albans.

June 19, 1850, an attested copy of the original Charter of this
chapter was shown in the Grand Chapter with proof of original
Charter having been destroyed by fire. Champlain Chapter paid
$25, under the ruling, and was revived and represented at that
grand convocation.’

Since that period the Grand Chapter has continued to be rep-
resented in the General Grand Chapter.

Virginia.

The introduction of Royal Arch Masonry into Virginia was no
doubt similar to its introduction into Pennsylvania and other States
north of it, by means of Royal Arch lodges, so-called, because the
Royal Arch degree was permitted to be conferred under the lodge
Charter, and we have recently seen the discovery by Bro. S. ]J.
Quinn, of Fredericksburg, of the fact that in that ancient town
there was such a lodge, in which the Royal Arch degree was con-
ferred, earlier than in any other place in the colonies; and very soon
after that degree had been introduced into the work of the lodges
in England.

It has been said, by others, that the introduction of the Royal
Arch degree into Virginia was by Bro. Joseph Myers, who was the
successor of Da Costa, who had opened, under the authority of
Bro. Michael Moses Hayes, a Sublime Grand Lodge of Perfection
in 1783, at Charleston, S. C. Bro. Myers subsequently settled in
Richmond, Va., and then and there introduced the Holy Royal
Arch of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, which was taught in
Virginia until 1820, when the ritual of the English degree was
adopted, whose officers consisted of High-Priest, King, and Scribe,
while the former were High-Priest, Captain of the Host, and Cap-
tain General.

Bro. John Dove, in his history of the Grand Chapter of Vir-
ginia, uses the following language :

“Royal Arch Masonry was taught and practiced in this State
during the latter part of the last century, under the authority of a
Master’s Warrant, until the want of some specific legislation seemed

1 ¢¢ History of Masonry and Concordant Orders,” p. 633.
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evidently indicated for the internal government of the Royal Arch
Chapters, which were then growing in number and increasing in
members.”

This was in the early part of 1806, and from his acknowledged
intellectual ability, in connection with the record of his constant at-
tendance at every meeting of the Grand Chapter of Virginia from
December 17, 1818, to December 17, 1868, he was well qualified to
decide with authority. In discussing the matter of substitutes he
said : ‘“ We have been in the constant use of them since 1792, and
have as yet seen no evil result therefrom.”

From the date above mentioned by Comp. Dove, viz., 1792,
when the Royal Arch was conferred, we may be safe in our state-
ment that as early as 1792 Royal Arch Masonry was practiced in
Virginia. We also, from his statement, may be assured that in
Virginia the degree of Past Master was in the chapter series and
had been in Virginia since 1790, and whatever may have been the
full ritual under lodge warrants, it was practiced until 1820.

At a convocation of the Grand Chapter of Virginia, held Janu-
ary 7, 1820, it was * Resolved, That our enlightened Companion,
James Cushman, H.-P. of Franklin Chapter, No. 4, Connecticut,
be requested to exemplify the mode of work at present adopted by
the General Grand Chapter of the United States, it appearing from
his credentials that he is fully competent.”

On January 18, 1820, the degrees of Mark Master, Past Master,
Most Excellent Master, and Royal Arch Mason were exemplified
by him and after ‘“most solemn deliberation” were adopted, *that
harmony and unity should prevail throughout the Masonic world,
and more especially the United States.”

From 1820 until December 17, 1841, the council degrees of
Royal and Select Masters were controlled by a Grand Council. At
the latter date, by mutual agreement, these degrees were placed un-
der the control of the Grand Chapter, and the following resolutions
give the order of succession :

“ Resolved, That hereafter the degrees in subordinate chapters
be given in the following order, to wit : Mark Master, Past Master,
Most Excellent Master, Royal Master, Select Master, and Royal
Arch.” May 1, 1808, the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of
Virginia was established, in compliance with a proposition from a
convention held in “ Norfolk Borough,” when it appeared that the



FREEMASONRY IN THE UNITED STATES 1545

“ Grand United Chapter of Excellent and Superexcellent Masons
of Norfolk had proposed to the Royal Arch Chapters of Richmond,
Staunton, and Dumfries to establish a Supreme Grand Royal Arch
Chapter for the State of Virginia.”

This movement was entirely independent of the General Grand
Royal Arch Chapter of the United States, and that Grand Chapter
has always held aloof from the General Grand Body.

The Supreme Grand Chapter established Magnolia Chapter, No.
16, at Appalachicola, and Florida Chapter, No. 32, at Tallahassee,
Fla., which united with the other chapters in Florida in forming the
Grand Chapter of that State.

Washington.

November 1, 1869, a dispensation was granted to Seattle Chap-
ter, No. 1, in Seattle. A dispensation was granted to Walla Walla
Chapter, No. 2, in Walla Walla, February 13, 1871. Charters were
granted at the meeting of General Grand Chapter, September 20,
1871.2

From difficulties encountered within the first chapter it did not
succeed, and its Charter was suspended by the General Grand
High-Priest, May 25, 1873, and reported by him at the meeting held
November 24, 1874.2 The report of the committee to whom this
action had been referred, as also a memorial from members of that
chapter, recommended that the action of the General Grand High-
Priest be approved ; and that the memorial be referred to that offi-
cer with power to restore or arrest the Charter of said chapter, as
in his judgment he may deem best for the interest of Royal Arch
Masonry.*

On August 27, 1880, the Charter was declared forfeited and that
number (1) of said chapter be assigned to Walla Walla Chapter.®

A dispensation was granted to Spokane Chapter, No. 2, at
Spokane Falls, November 1, 1881 ; and one to Seattle, No. 3, at
Seattle, January 2, 1883. At the meeting August 15, 1883, char-
ters were granted to both of these chapters.®

A convention having been called to meet at Spokane Falls, June
6, 1884, the General Grand High-Priest decided that a letter of ap-

! Proceedings Grand Chapter, 1871, p. 33. 3 Ibid., p. 33.
3 Ibid., 1874, p. 15. ¢ Ibid, p. 55. 5 Ibid., 1880, p. 69. ¢ Ibid., 1883, p. 97.
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proval should first have been obtained before holding a convention,
and gave his authority to hold a convention at Walla Walla Octo-
ber 2, 1884.) (May 10, 1884, the General Grand High-Priest had
granted a dispensation to- Tacoma Chapter, No. 4, which by order
passed to the jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter.)

This convention was held at that date by the three chapters
above mentioned.

West Virginia.

After the State of West Virginia was erected and the Grand
Lodge of the new State had been regularly organized, May 11,
1865, the Companions of the various chapters, numbering nine,
who were under the Constitution of the Grand Chapter of Vir-
ginia, deemed it proper to follow the example of the lodges, and
organize a Grand Chapter for the new territory. This movement
started in Wheeling Union Chapter, No. 19, Wheeling. A memo-
rial was is:.ted by Wheeling Union Chapter, which sought permis-
sion to organize a Grand Chapter for the State. The following
chapters approved the memorial : Jerusalem Chapter, No. 55, in
Parkersburg, November 17, 1870; Star of the West Chapter,
No. 18, at Point Pleasant, November 21, 1870 ; and Nelson Chap-
ter, No. 26, at Morgantown, November 30, 1870. The Grand
Chapter of Virginia took action upon the memorial, December,
1870, and gave consent, ‘‘ upon the same terms and conditions, and
with the same limitations, as the consent of the Grand Lodge of
Virginia was given to the formation of a Grand Lodge for the State
of West Virginia.”

A convention was held November 16, 1871, in Wheeling, and
the four chapters above mentioned were represented by their dele-
gates; in addition to these were delegates from Lebanon Chapter,
No. g, at Martinsburg. The Grand Chapter of West Virginia was
duly and constitutionally instituted, the Grand Officers were chosen
and installed by Most Excellent John P. Little, Grand High-Priest
of the Grand Chapter of Virginia, who took occasion to warn the
Companions against a union with the General Grand Chapter.?
This warning, like that which oftentimes only excites the curiosity

1 Proceedings Grand Chapter, 1886, p. 20.
3¢¢ Masonic History of Concordant Orders,” p. 636.
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of the Warnee, has had the effect of bringing the Grand Chapter of
West Virginia into the fold, which we trust will be followed by the
Mother of the Old Dominion.

Wisconsen.

The Deputy-General Grand High-Priest, at the triennial meet-
ing of the General Grand Chapter held September 10, 1844, re-
ported having granted a dispensation to two chapters in Wisconsin
Territory, viz.: February 16, 1844, to Milwaukee, No. 1; and
Washington, No. 2, in Plattesville, July 2, 1844.! At the meeting
September 14, 1847, the same officer reported having issued a dis-
pensation to Southport Chapter, No. 3, in Southport (no date);?*
and also that his proxy had consecrated Washington Chapter, No.
2, at Plattesville, a Charter having been granted to said chapter,
September 11, 1844.> A Charter was granted to Southport, No. 3,
at the meeting held September 17, 1847.4

By authority of the Deputy-General Grand High-Priest under
date of January 10, 1850, a convention was held in Madison of the
delegates of the three chapters, and the Grand Chapter of Wis-
consin was duly constituted, February 14, 1850.

The Deputy-General Grand High-Priest having received offi-
cially the printed proceedings and grand constitution under date of
July 5, 1850, he authorized Argulus W. Stark to install the Grand
Officers, which was done August 7, 1850.

Wyoming.

At the triennial meeting of the General Grand Chapter held
September 19, 1871, the General Grand High-Priest reported that
he had issued a dispensation to a constitutional number of Com.
panions to form a chapter at Cheyenne, Wyoming Territory, under
the name of Wyoming Chapter, No. 1,° which was chartered, Sep-
tember 20, 1871.%

Evanston Chapter, No. 2, at Evanston, received a dispensation
dated April 25, 1876 ;7 and Lebanon, No. 8, at Laramie City, had

1 Proceedings of General Grand Chapter, 1844, p. 182.
2 Ibid., 1847, p. 209. 31bid., 1844, p. 185, note. 4 Ibid., 1847, p. 228.
5 Ibid., 1871, p. 15. ¢ Ibid., p. 33 71bid., 1877, p. 92.
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a dispensation granted March 15, 1877 ; and these two had char-
ters granted August 24, 1877.!

Garfield Chapter, No. 4, at Rawlins, had a dispensation issued
March 25, 1884 ; and a Charter granted October 1, 1886.* These
chapters are under the immediate jurisdiction of the General Grand
Chapter, never having organized a Grand Chapter.

CHRONOLOGICAL MEMORANDA OF IMPORTANT TRANSACTIONS OF THE GENERAL
GRAND CHAPTER.®

October 24, 1797.—Preliminary meeting of three chapters in Boston, Mass.

January 24, 1798.—Organization of the “ Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the
Northern States of America.”

September, 1798.—First meeting after organization for the choice of Officers.

January 9, 1799.—Adjourned meeting; change of name to that of General
Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the Northern States of America.

January 9, 1806.—Change of name to that of General Grand Chapter of
Royal Arch Masons for the United States of America. September, 1812, was,
by resolution, fixed as the time, and New York City as the place, for the next
Septennial Session.

June 6, 1816.—Held in New York City, by reason of failure to meet in 1812,
Constitution changed, so as to have a Deputy General Grand High-Priest.

September, 1819.—Held agreeably to adjournment.

February, 1823.—Adjournment was to Washington, District of Columbia, at
this time, but not held.

September, 1826.—Met according to previous notice. Meetings made tri-
ennial.

November, 1832.—Held in this month on account of cholera in Baltimore
during September.

September, 1862.—Appointed to meet at Memphis, Tenn., but not held on
account of Civil War then prevailing.

September, 1871.—Constitution amended, admitting Past Grand High-Priests
as permanent members.

November, 1874.—Constitution amended, making the first four Past General
Grand Officers permanent members.

QOctober 13, 1897.— Centennial Celebration at Baltimore, Md.

! Proceedings of General Grand Chapter, 1877, pp. 92, 93.
3 Ibid., 1886, p. 125. 8 Ibid., 1897.




CHAPTER LVII

HISTORY OF THE INTRODUCTION OF FREEMASONRY INTO EACH STATE
AND TERRITORY OF THE UNITED STATES

The Cryptic Degrees

||N the Freemason’s Library and General Ahiman
Rezon, by Samuel Cole, P. M., published in
Baltimore in 1826, we find a list of forty-three
degrees which was taken from a ‘late publica-
tion, 1816,” which the author states are con-
ferred in the Sublime Grand Lodges in Charles-
ton, S. C, in the city of New York, and in
Newport R. 1., which we have heretofore quoted.

* Besides those degrees, which are in regular succession, most
of the Inspectors are in possession of a number of detached degrees,
given in different parts of the world, and which they generally com-
municate, free of expense, to those brethren who are high enough
to understand them. Such as Select Masons, of 27, and the Royal
Arch, as given under the Constitution of Dublin, etc., etc.”

In a descniption of the degree of Select Master, the writer says :
“There is reason to believe that this degree was in use long before
those of Most Excellent or Mark Master.”!

It is well enough to quote from the charge to a Select Master,
to indicate its proper place in the *curriculum” of the degrees :
‘ Companion—Having attained to this degree, you have passed the
ctrcle of perfection in Ancient Masonry.”*

This indicates that the Select degree closed all the degrees apper-
taining to the “ Secret Vault,” as it really did, up to 1826 at least.

The edition of the above work of 1817 contains an article by
Hezekiah Niles on the Select degree, in which he says: “ Though
this beautiful Degree is known to some persons in many parts of the

1¢¢ Freemason's Library,” Cole, p. 220. ?21bid., p. 223.
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United States, we are not informed that it is worked anywhere
but in Baltimore. We have been told that a regular Chapter of Se-
lect was held at Charleston, S. C., many years ago, but believe it has
declined.” !

Bro. John Dove, of Virginia, says: “ This beautiful Degree is
comparatively of Modern Origin, having been, with the Degree of
Royal Master, in the possession of a distinguished Chief, in the State
of Maryland, as a purely honorary Degree, elucidatory of, and ap-
pendent to Royal Arch Masonry, and by him conferred without fee ;
he delegated authority to others, to use them, in the same way, un-
til the year 1824, when the Grand Chapter of Maryland, with his con-
sent, took charge of the Degrees, and ordered them to be given be-
fore the Most Excellent Master ; where all intelligent workers in the
Royal Arch must at once perceive the propriety of their location.” *

Brother A. G. Mackey says: ‘ For many years there have been
three distinct claims urged for jurisdiction over these degrees, in
America—first, by the Supreme Council of the 33d Degree; next
by some of the Grand Chapters ; and lastly by the Grand Councils,
composed of the subordinate Councils of each State.”

“Connected with this question of jurisdiction is another in ref-
erence to the historical origin of the Degrees, and, as the person or
persons, by whom they were first introduced into America. The
Masons of Maryland and Virginia contend, that the Royal and Se-
lect Degrees were introduced by Philip P. Eckel, of Baltimore, one
of the most distinguished and enlightened Masons of his day, who,
in 1817, communicated them to Jeremy L. Cross, and gave him au-
thority to confer them in every Royal Arch Chapter which he might
visit in his official character.” This clearly shows that they were to
be subsequent to the Royal Arch.

Dr. Robert Folger says: “ The Masons of that day (1816) were
divided in opinion concerning the proper place to which these de-
grees (Royal and Select) belonged. One party preferred that they
should be kept separate, and left where they were—a separate
system.”

At the fourth meeting of the General Grand Chapter, June 6,
1816, a discussion took place upon the proposition for the admission
of the Grand Chapter of Maryland and the District of Columbia,

1Schultz’s * History of Masonry in Maryland,” vol. i., p. 335. 2 Ibid., p. 336.
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FREEMASONRY IN THE UNITED STATES 1551

Philip P. Eckel and Benj. Edes being the representatives of that
Grand Chapter. We learn from the published minutes of that
meeting, that a committee made the following report :

“The undersigned having been appointed a Committee for the
purpose of conferring with M.". E.~. Comps. Philip P. Eckel and Ben-
jamin Edes, delegates of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the State
of Maryland, beg leave to report that they have had an interview
with the above named Companions, from whom they received the
following proposition, to wit : The Grand Chapter of the State of
Maryland and District of Columbia is willing to support the
Constitution of this General Grand Chapter. It will not grant any
warrants out of its District and will discountenance all chapters
formed contrary to the General Grand Constitution ; but requests
that it shall not be forced to alter its mode of working, if any dif-
ference should exist, at present, and to be received on an equality
with the other Grand Chapters.

“ Under a consideration of all the above circumstances, your
Committee recommend that the said Grand Chapter of the State
of Maryland be admitted to an union with this General Grand
Chapter. :
‘ (Signed by the Committee).

“ The Undersigned, delegates from the Grand Chapter of Mary-
land and District of Columbia, agree to the above report.

“ Signed P. P. EckeL, G.". H.~. P.-.
“BEeN]. EDEs.”

This report being read and accepted, it was thereupon voted to
receive the said Grand Chapter of the State of Maryland and Dis-
trict of Columbia under the jurisdiction of the General Grand
Chapter.! Folger, referring to this meeting of the General Grand
Chapter, says: * The whole matter then came up for discussion, Mr.
Eckel, of Maryland, taking a very prominent part in advocating the
Union of these two degrees with the services of the Royal Arch
Chapter. The discussion became warm and lasted the better part of
two days, when the motion to unite them was rejected. Where-
upon, immediately after adjournment, the State Grand Council of
Royal Masters was formed, and the different Councils came under
that governing power, and continued so up to 1828. It was this move

! Proceedings General Grand Chapter, 1816, p. 44
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on the part of the General Grand Chapter, in refusing a recognition
of those degrees, that determined Mr. Cross in his future course.

“ Mr. Eckel, the Baltimore delegate, then went home ; and
when Cross, who at that session of the General Grand Chapter had
been appointed and confirmed as General Grand Lecturer, started
on his lecturing tour, he stopped at Baltimore and purchased and
received the privilege from Eckel and Niles to erect and establish
councils of Royal and Select Masters throughout the Southern and
Western States. This privilege he carried out pretty effectually,
beginning with New Jersey ; and all the councils in existence in
those States, mentioned in his narrative, were established by him-
self, also the Eastern States, except Rhode Island.” Bro. Edw. T.
Schultz, in commenting upon what Folger had published as above,
said :

“From the above quotations it will be perceived that it was the
general belief that the control of the Royal and Select Degrees were
vested in Eckel and Niles.

“ But we think Bros. Dove, Mackey, and Folger, and others,
make a great mistake in coupling the Royal Master's Degree with
the Select, in connection with the names of Eckel and Niles; for
there is no evidence whatever to show that these Brethren ever exer-
cised or claimed control of the Royal Master’s degree, or that they
were even in possession of that degree, at the periods named by
them.” !

From Bro. Josiah H. Drummond we learn that, on apparently
good authority, Eckel did not get the Royal Master’s degree until
1819 ; when he and Benj. Edes, of Baltimore, received it from
Ebenezer Wadsworth, of New York. Bro. Schultz thinks * this is
probably true, for there is no mention of that degree being worked
in this jurisdiction (Maryland) in any document, or upon the records
of the Grand Chapter or its subordinates earlier than 1850. Bro.
Cole, in 1817, speaks of it incidentally, but not as among the de-
grees conferred.”?*

Cole’s edition of 1826 (p. 319), says: “ Royal Master and Ark
Master or Noachite.”

These are considered as merely preparatory, and are usually con-
ferred immediately before the solemn ceremony of exaltation.® It

! Schultz, ¢“ History,” vol. i., p. 339. 2 Ibid., p. 338. * Cole, p. 319.



To all whom it mapy concern:

cympzc.)t with a perfect conviction that a hnowledge
of the mistevies of the degree of cg'Z)o‘l/a[ (brch ave eminen tly
promoted by a knowledge of those vevealed in the Gouncil
of Select NBasons; and SQhereas, the said de‘qzee of
Felect (s not 0 extenaively hnown as its wants and the
quoc[ of the Qzaft chuize.—%/wze oze Jbnow fl/e, Ghat
wpo.sin(q e.’pevial confic/ence in my beloved and teuaty
@mnpanion, (7ezem‘z/ L. Gions, o do heveby, by the high
powera in me vested, authorize and empoteer him to confez
the said degiee an follows (viz.): oIn any place whee a
vequlaz chapter of (g'ZJo‘t/al Arch ONBasons is catablished.
the (9fﬂcet.; or OlGember.s approving, he may confer said
degree according to its wules ¢§ regulations, but only on
Sboyal (Lech OTasons, who have taken all the preceding
degrees, as (y wequired by the ((7¢’n¢'z(1/ ((7mnc/ @/taptez.‘
L(V/wn a competent numbe: of Jelect INGasons are thus
made, he may grant them a wariant to open a (Qaunci/ o/-
elect and ('onfcz the Je(qzee and do all other busines.
appertaining thezeto.

' ((;iwn undex my hand and Seal at EBaltimore, the
wrth day of (QIZ”(I.I/, @&. D. (817, and (n the yeax of
the @i.). 981‘/‘.

G’f{qm f\/z/zl'/ip L, Schel.
Ghrice Jllustrions & Grand Luissant in the (rand Gouncil
of Felect at Baltimoze & Cpprov