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FIRST PRINCIPLES OF THE WISDOM-RELIGION.

By Manly P. Hall.

tiqﬁhgfriﬁguggihaa often been made that we sct out a simple doclare-
a student talimm spies of religlion as they should be understood by
1an piuds e “% up the mystic and ocecult scionces, so in the fu?lnr—
st set forth in ferse form basie truths that should play
imogse ool very religion, regardless of its beliefs. Tt is not the
ks o d-ls artiele to spesk of creeds or faetions but merely to
R bﬂ“ﬁﬂ;:gﬁggtg;ﬂgﬂgiggiuzitrewgét forth a few fastors which
[ n "
the occult or walking the way ufﬂgrthggE;;.in PRI0h T R

In this day of modern misconcoptions wherc now do
g . ¥ 1807 ctrinos and
u?ring up over night and discppear in the-sono mnnner,riﬁnrn thﬂiﬂmﬂ
5hn§5 of poople ?clicvu themsclves inspired cnd seek to convince
gthhrs of thoir inspiration, o great confusion ariscs which cen only
be C?pﬂﬂ with by thosc whosec feet are on the firm foundation of truth
oand lmowledge. Most people are hopelessly indirect in their stete-
EE?ts nnd hopelessly undecided in their concepts and precepts.
Eveosive answers that arise from ignorance parading under the cloak
of Imowledge are usurlly found when the student asks for direet in-
formotion on fundamentals, end it is to in some way to cope with this
problem that the writer hos compiled the rfollowing statements, not
to be believed or nccepted but only to be conaidened:

The first great guestion is; whot is religion? Concisely summed
up, it would seem that religion would receive classification under
such a definition as this:

A religion is a phase of truth sttuned to the statc of conscious-
ness or understonding of the one who is evolving through it. It is
the doectrine, part of a still grecter doctrine, to which we are
drewn by the feculties we have developed nnd the undarstanding we
have unfolded within ocurselves. It is = changenble point. As we
grow in experience ond understanding our rellgion an religioue con-
capts should broaden with us.

In other words, we may say that our religion is our answer to
the nroblem of being or the nnswer which we have sceepted as being
in harmony with our own consciousness ~nd outlook on life. Every-
thing in the universe is a2 matter of viewpoint; at one viewpoint
s ecrtain truth seems divine while to enother it is heresy—and the
whole scheme of things is a matter of whet we are and how life looks

to us.

A correct religion for us is oné which explains to us in & Téa-
sonable, raticnal way the miracle and wondere of life, offers us
the proper incentive snd environment for further growth nn? ipdivi-
dualization, supports us in the hours of extremity, is in :*finny
with divine justice os we sed it, end in no way gompromlses uhe

nighest end finest that we hove and are.
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3 eourse¢ when considered

fi':::i ?2‘% gﬁeleaming through mistakes. of tﬁunlﬁgiuﬁmﬁwﬁ
uals or doctriner . ormarks by which the spiritualstntus of individ-
do with the Eﬂ:ga“:a:n:ghinfalaibly judged. They have nothing to
only the 1ife and the nracginnith names or personalities, but cconeemn

- nl epplications
inllar wherever they are 1n=p1re§ph? the ﬂivgiatzgzgt'hiﬁh o
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ThEréiigtgﬂ:EEPE““r 2 narrow mind is found, there look out -for trouble,
hopeless as » NE on the face of God's greéen creation as absolurely
s o Egiin indivicdual with a closed mind: he is the Alpha and
the closed ming.  anc cods which encourage ond premulgate the idea of
regardless Ef“d’ﬁ°“e waich has learned enovgh already, are dangerous
BE this dieid neme or ideals. There are eertain doctrines prevalent
Yook riowhes nd age which instruct their followers that they are to
SR hf”e out to said ereed for light and that all the other
reli~1gp 1e3 1in the universe are of no account. There doctrines of
i i mg Eri the height of foolishness and should not be countensnced
to relate Ny OV eny intelligent ceeker after spirituslity. And sad
el h_“ﬂ: but occultism of today is being impregnated with the
o mpmt igotry which hold the conventional religions of yesterday and
by ;?'E‘lled mystic arts are bringing voon their cwn heads the des-

1ction that falls upon all narrow-minded creeds and religions.

: The doctrines of Affirmation snd Denial are the next that come
uncer our consideration, for they are pitfalls into which the unsus-
pecting student falls with great ease ond efficiency. FPeople who

7o around through the streets or walk the floors at night repeatin
for the nine millioneth time, "I em prosperity; riches and the
fullness thereof are mine!" may through the mental powers which they
awaken pay the board bill and weor diamonds but they will never in
any case be spiritual or unfold the qualities of right living within
their own being. The Wisdom Teachings do not advocate or allow
their students and follower=z to apply these mental powers for self-
aggrandizement or the furtherance of personal aims. It is merely a
form of self-hypnosis or auto-suggestion and in beth cases it is not
only useless but absolutely destructive to the finer sentiments and
powers which the true student is seeking to unfold. Feople who go
into religion because they want to stop working ¢r who take up a
ereed for the purpose of getting healing, cash or power out of it
have stamped themselves as absolutely unworthy of receiving any real
value from the teaching involved and in spite of all that may be said
to the contrary, such students in the ultimate never amount to mch.

Arother group which should be carefully noted and .their mistakes
avoided are those who advertise the fact that they are going to live
forever, Thovsands of people have a horror of death and scalawags
of all kinds promise perpetual youth end the Pliﬁir ol lifTe to
foolish dupes who listen then start out to live Jorever buE always
die in the édue course of time likg evarybody else. None of the
epcred orders working with the while ray pronist eternal life to any
agaye the initiate who wust seecure aame DY passing irom seven to 3
nine initiations conscicusly, which process requires yesrs, ves
1iges, of purity and preparation and absolute FClI-TﬂEt?rg. The
i:'-iétﬁ never promises man anything except an oppertunity to work,
Z:;Hznﬂ:g cpeeds or doctrines which oromise more should be ﬁntehéﬁ
;:rg"-llv for thevy have an axe TO :Pl?ﬂ. Zvery qcaulE nrﬂukgfiaai
fraternity which places s price upon initlation 13 © fraud withou
fraternity * Thepe ape many schools of the so-celled mysteries
11 makiel i I A Yigh Somchody or ordain wvou a Grand Visor
wa will make wvoun a Lord High SomeDOoy OF et 1 e
af Flunkit for from anvwnere from a .mllrf n%ﬁﬁ:“;ﬁéh PEi%rt;atiG“$
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are frauds, pure and unadulterated, e MR G L
those who are foolish enough tu'bgii;gg Eﬁ:ﬁ ﬁnFliigﬁ.f"
behind. The same toaboc is placed upon all doctrines wh
and promulgate the soul-mate and kindred ideals, all
not only against the doctrines of the sacred schools
common sense and the harmony of being. bt

There is another very dangerous class who are consciousl:
wrong-doers and they are those who seek to entice individuals
jein then in their nefarious practices, such as silent circles f
develcpmént and the vork of unduly influencing others against th
yill or without their knowledpge. Those achemes for ultranﬁr&ﬁn
ity development are charlatanism purely and simply and'atudﬁu{”??ﬁﬁ
are caught in them nust expeet to pay the price in time, money and
health. The great something-for-nothing idea has brought out hun-
dreds, yes thousands, of individuals willing end gled, apparently, =
to part with their hard earned money and waste life's precious moments
in hope that they will avoid or get around some cbstacle which their
brotrhers must face. Wherever this is encouraged or the iden of its
poasibility is promulgated, there is nothing to learn of walue in if.

Then there is one other eclass that seem to be with us alweys and
they are the ones who ignorantly oppose every atep in human prozress.
Anyone who dares to get out of the rut is branded, cursed, flayed
snd crucified by those who mow absolutely nothing about anything
but a2re filled with a great zeal to preserve nnd conform with sccept-
ed customa. The worker who is watching the opposition rays throuch
the doetrines of evolution at the preBent time and the raecution
thnt descends upon those who try to express a broad- a1%$%§-3E35a2~ ¥5
realizes that the truth and value of his work lies in the fact that
he is able to offend people, The fact that he is capable.of arcusing
the ire of the econvention-bound and of endangering the complacency
of nccepted conditions practically proves canuluaivali that he {s
worth while, for the operation of cutting out crystalization Irom the
nody of the roce human is a painful one and you c¢nn nlways take it
for rranted that when you throw a bombshell into the world nnd some-
one cries out in great wrath, he is the person you hit with said bomb,

Having set out these few words of suggestion for consideration
as to the choosins of = teaching, let us briefly consider the found-
ations wpon which the s tudent should base his study of occultlism,
for there are certsin things he rumst have Imowledge of before he is
intellirently prepsred to express himself on these important riatters.

First: The student rust have a grent desire, which desire must
ne of a truly seli'less kind; some great altruistie, humanitnarian
and immersonal desire must fill his soul which is to be the banse of
vig study. 1t must be a desire to give rather than to receive, to
H srther than be served, and to learn only that he may tecch,

S nout thourht of self or suffering, With this as a basis the
wopker is prepared to lay the foundation ol practienl living lmow-

1edre to be used to ralse the superstructurc of spiritualiiy uvon.

The first study he should begin is of his own organism, his
vmine ond the powers which animate and labor with it, The great
heing and - :+ 45 of first importence. Therefore
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11G$u:£ IEQ?E ;?ﬂhiHJHTF sr¢ the things which are needed by his body
o “ﬁdwth and development. Having lenrred these lessons, he

ow of the laws governing the universe and of
tural laws which are the base
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rust then seek €O Im
naw to be a rnastgr of the seven na
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of" phenomena.
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Below ore listed a durihﬂ:qfﬂquﬁﬁf%hﬂﬁf:

creeds under consideraticn do not gﬂr&. satisf

questions, answers in harmony with nature ar

they are omiss somewhere along the 1line.
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4, Is it a doctrine of ceuse and ef.

5. Is it = doctrine of natural dvuiﬁtrun in
niraclea? :

6. Is it a doetrine free from thraata of dnmnatiun-_Txt

7. Is it a doctrine of principles rather than Earsmﬁli

8. Is it a alow but aure philnanggg

9. Is it free from peace, power prosperity achuming*

10. Is it a doctrine of eguality? y

11, Is it feariess in its declaration of principles?

12, Is it free from perverted sex philosophy?

13. Does it teach the prowth and development of the body?

14. Does it teach mmpas_.iﬂa and rerunciation?

15, Iz it free from egotiam?®

16. Does it teach brotherhood and cooperation? |

17. Does it make no claims save those of seeking to serve?

18, Dnes it teach the s even liberal arts and sciences?

19. Does it teach that there is only Ene rg} gi:&{g and that Ix all?

a0, Is it free from mushiness and mucll WOrdiness

Eg. Does it teach right living, right diet and right thought?

:
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1 h vou are interested in teaches these things in a
rw'fgrzieuiyi}*?gﬂggg *fnswer fver" honestly, then follow it, study it
and learn of it; but if it fuils to live up to these basic pﬁiimlplaa
then shun it carefully and seek something better. For Ttmttﬁ ih:t-
verv elusive thing and the basis of its discovery is theltru h Uisn
comes to a body, mind and spirit that are true to themse vﬁt ks
other. And no wisdom cen come 8ave where its shrine is bu

rarity, cooperation and fellowship.
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