
Looking b k over t e year , I realize that 1D1!1J2Y det Us ha dropped out of 

memory. Thus it is tnat our own minds censor our recollections. That which has 

alight ru ning is not worth recalling. er a.re certain other occurrences which have 

left inde.lible mark 

my principles to write 

a. f'ew of these I would like to share vi th you. rt 11 againat 

autobiograp , b t it rrAy be useful to tell something of the 

to c tinue for ll ·a c tury' i a c osen field 

to prepar tor a business 

care r. Through family connectio I the good :f'ortune to ti d loyment wit a. 

fire insw·ance compaoy of the bigh st reputation. >tv' starting salary wa.s 30.00 a 
i'-

month, and it was a.sa ed. t t d live respectably 1fi thin my eana. rt was a 

career company. Young men st ting out were ot upposed to worry about t inga like 

salary. It was wiser to r er t :t if you served faithfully you would rise in th 

business, 4lld after fifty yea.rs retire with 

usually a large •ta.ruling cl.oak w1 th c ea. 

od.est p ion a hand ome testimonial,/ -

It wa tradition&l that young associating themselves with so distingu1.shed an 

organiza.tion s ul.d be properly indoctrinated. by one of t executives. The bead office 

of the company ws in Lond and an atmo p ere ot English gentility was notable in the 

ric office. Qtle or t e Vice Preside ts bestowed upon me fatherly advice, 

that s to guide e through the years. 

Wb.en young became associ ted wit 

duty to live an ex lary life. His a sociat a bould be chosen for their respect bility 
A 

He should attend regularly th chtirch ot his oice, and even in e earl.iest years of 

his plo;yme t he should have savings account. en he , e should s~lect 

girl ot' good character, raise his childr n with af'f'eotion d discipl.ine and avoid debt. 

The company f'.rovned. o aa.la.ry adva. cea, exc pt in a genuine emerge cy, but was ready to 

ssist in e ry y possibl if serious need arose. Int lligent young me did not 

cha.Dge jobs, and those who went f'rom. one of tic to other in search of better pay or 



more rapid ad:vancement, showed lack of integrity and soon became unempl.oyable~ ~ty 

to the company established. a bond that would endure through.out a. bu.einess ca.r•e:r. Special 

•bility was recognized. and re#al'ded,, but there was no pl.a.Ce tor the el.oek-wa.tcher and 

the shirker. By giving a. li ttl.e more than wa.a required, the f'a.i th:f'ul. employee vu secure 
c 

against all the vississitudea ot fortune, and the c~y ha.cl reve-r f'a.ilecl to keep ita 
"\ 

retirement responsibilitie to those who had served it we.U .. 

Althougn the a.dvice I received waa honorably glvtm and the oOlllp&?q ns thoroughly 

reliable, it soon became obvious that I was not cut ()Ut for the insurance businesa.. .I 
~ 

am grateful, however, for the JJI spent ln the financial district ot lower Ht.nhattan.. 

Something seemed to tell me that man was not intended to become completel:y absorbed 
~~ -.A.-,,>A I ) ....... -u....._ ~ e_ ~ 

1n the problems ot the economic world. '9llle day 1*e head-bookkeeper, W'Mlh- a spotieas 

record ot torty ... si.x yea.rsJ ot fa.ithtul service, was found. dead at his desk.~ him 
pr>~ LC\.,e.Q_ 

slightly/• .. there was something dM;•l:)!> pathetic. a.b011t the n £Z w world. in which he 

ll ved. When a faithful employe retired we were all expected to participate in the 

observances. A vhite haired marr.,obviously fr&il, said goodbye to hi compt.nions with 

genuine regret. The whole a.ffa1.r was a moment of senti.."ttent&li ty. The standing clock 
i 

was dell vered. to hts hCCD.e, but we never aa.w him again, and a.rter the :f'irst few weeks his 

D&n1e was no longer mentioned.~~~ <J!,1 
<A_)t;t;::, .~ . 

8;; , w ~the= eJJd ot WOl'ld WiJf" P, I ea.me ~st and settled. in Southern C&lltornia.. 

In those days the contrast bet'Ween New York City and Los Angeles Y&S e.lm.oat bewildering. 

This w.s a eou:ntry of orange groves and motion picture studio,fs~ The $pallish atmosphere 

still llvgere4Ji • '!'here ya~ no smog to blight the region and life was a leiaUX"el.y 
~ . ' 

ex;perience in -en.. seroi .. trap1aaJ. environment. 

most remarkable old. gentleme.i•i. Bia name was Dr. .Sydney Bronson, a.nd. I have otten v.t.ahed 

that I bad aaked him more a.bout hi& personal. background. All I ever knew W'8JJ fran 
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occasional rexrarka which h made to emphaa1t:e hi• pbU.oaopb1cal interests. Dr. Bronsc:m. 

had started life u a volunteer in the Civil War./ On the field of Gettyaburg he 
i::;,lc /V\1-'l;::<t_ tfi)R-<~ 

resolved to -aed:!eate his lit• to the eallghtemaent of his fellowmen)'' Wd"had deeply 
idea.Jistic and 

acued his so~ • b.e wished to ded.ice.te hi• ca.reer to acae practi~ ;.;/¥1../#.H# 
profession. He studied medicine, -.med hie doctorate aJ:Xl selected a. countey raotice. 

He was a. ho,rse &nd b-uggy doctor am. those who needed his elp hung red l&:nterna at the 

entrances to their f'arma. Age.in the kindly doc.tor wa.s di1sa.tiatied. M>re people nre 
a--

sick in the 10Ul. than in the body. SO he went to tu-/V'llil~...,.-3 a.tld. took a degree in 

Di v1n1 ty. His tirst call wa.a to a sm&ll church, but wh~n he tried. to preach the 

Christianity or Jesus Cbrist,he had Dothing but trouble with the Biahop. In due course 

he retired :from the ~ ministry and decided to enter polities. He associated himself 

with the Popu.Uat f.t.Wement, t~ a .atrong liberal group seeking to improve the living 

conditions ot the Ul'lderprivileged. Vb.en tb.ia organintion diaintegrated.,Dr. Bronson 

drifted into Oriental. Jlhilosophy. Here his seeking mind came to rest ar.id he built his 

complete concept ot life a.rOU?ld the doctrine of reincarnation and karm. 

At the time r knev bim1Dr. Bronson bad a amaU group of students that met over a. 

ba.nk in Santa. )t)nica, Ca.l..i:t'ornia. One afternoon, when he could. not be present, I acted. 

as substitute. Thi• was 11q :first public lecture and tbe audience eonaiated of five 
\,~ 

persons. The Doctor encouraged me to continue and after the talks divided the free .. 

will ottering. We were a. strik.Ulg couple. The doctor was about five teet tall an1 

probably never weighed over l.20 pounds. He bad a Vfl1!Y aweet smiling race, Vh1 te hair, 

•" and lux\liou.a white chin whiskers. I vu aitteet four inches, somewhat on the heavy 

side//. Af'ter the meeting wa.a over) we went to the corner drugstore and epent the entire 

fifty cer.ts on appropriate refresbments. 
!tr eat 

Doctor Bronson used to ta.ke the big red /ea.rs ~ into LOa Angeles, where he 

also spoke occuianally. Re encouraged me to go with him and I made coo.tact with a kind 

of Forum. o~ religious liberal.a, tb&t met in t e BlAclt Building on the Corller of Pourth 

a.nd Bill streets. Diagonal.l:y across the street was the old ~chard mui, named £or 

one of the moat respected citizens ot bis community. 'this vas the headquarters of the 
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Churoh of the Peopl.e, which had. been founded same ;yeaz-a before by a liberal evangelist, 

Rev. BenjNnin Fa.y Mills. It was a.n influenci&l. church, With a. large a.nd. ngressive 

membership. Nearly all who attended were conscientious objectors to orthod.cot theology. 

The guiding lights ot the group we're R&lp waldo Emerson, Henry James;Bilrard Belleny(?), 

and Ell>ert Hubbard. In addition to the regul.ar servio~they bad a ForUm t at met about 

ten o' clock, a.rd ~/ I becme a mot'e or lesa regular speaker a.t thia Forum, which was 

open to questions and deb tea :t"raa the tloor. 

It wa.s a btld ament for the Church of the People when Rev. Mtl.18 retil:"ed and returned 

to the orthodox denanina.tion ffp to whl.ch he;./ Md or1£1 ally belonged. In the 

em.e1•gency, the Church was fortunate in securing a.s its second minister, Mr'. Re-;nold g; 

Blight, prominent C. P.A. ~ who was also very a.cti ve in ~onic educational programs. 

Mt-. Blight held the Church to-3ether very well, tmtil some compllea.ted. situntions de-

veloped. in his personal affairs. He asked tor a leav~ of absence and I was installed 

as tern.pore.ry pastor/ in 1922. Things went along 'far over a. year, at the end of which 

tillle Ar, Blight torna~ resigned, and I accepted tQe full responsibility f'or a hizblY 

individu~listic ~. eccentric congregation. 

T'neae events o.re outstanding to , because I inherited a pastoral responsibil.it7 

which ·the preceding ministers had ignored. I had a small office and r:r:r ach,ice was 
I 

sought on almost every problem that could arise in human relationships. Having had no 

training of any kind for such a. career, I could only apply the principles which I Md 

come to oonsider lid to the countless emergincies I waa expected to solve. At an 

ea:i."'ly age, I received a ccmprehensive insight into the thoughts and emotions, attit,.tdes 

and opin5.ons, prejudices and conceits, fears and hopes, of my p&riahionera.,. The things 

I learned never disilluaioned me 1 but I could no lonaer live on a level of' reli~ous 

pJ.a.ti:tudes. Philosophy had to be an enlightened and inf'ormed kind of e on sense~ 

If you ex-pected too ch of peo)le,, you we.,..e disappointed. If' you expected too 11 ttle, 

Y'Oll d.1d them. a miHc?'Viee. 
which 

While I raa involved in the compllca.M.ont't of a church/was being gr!\dually ahif'ted 

towa.rcl eomparat:tve religion, ela:s:s:teal "Philosophy and. p5Jfeho1.ogy ~ -th~ -type -t~ ~ 
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/ .Lira 5. 
I, ··r 
I 'lh..111am James of :EtLrva.rd~, one ot the most :memorable events of my life took place. 
\ I 

'!'hrough the kindness and generosity of a very dear friend, it was possible for me to 

alte a trip a.round the world. ot course in those days such an adveitture required 

considerable time/(..,~ --th; whol.e trip had to be made by boat and ~ ~ left ~ 
,r-Franciaco in the Fall ot 1923 and returned in the ~ing o~- in those daya 

- -
were more leisurely than the present form of travel, and being naturally observant, I 

learned a great deal. By good fortune I spared IDy"Self the ccmnon mistake of ccmpa.ring 

the high stand&rda of AJDerican living Yith the lower sta.nda.rds of many other nationa. 

I was seeking information and bad no desire to play the critic. It wa.s a good time to 

travel. rhe world was still in aa orderly condition. Of course, I reached Japan soon 

after the great earthquake, and in a way the vorderful courage of these people under 

adversity helped me to understand their religions and their philosophy of life. Arriving 

in Korea, we took the train up to litlckdon? in what is now M:i.nchuria,/. It wa.s a bitterly 

cold trip and trouble va• beginning to disturb the quietude of' t~~ centuries. 

Yith machiJle gun• rode on the train Yi.th us, because of report• of a bandit uprising. 

Pe.king was a strange and magnificent city and I had the opportunity of exploring -.ey ot 

it• now lege:nd&.ry attractions. Fram China it was !Mia, Yith a brief pause on the way 

tor Burma a.Di the great golden spires of the Buddhist Temples. We crossed central r.di& 

f'ram Calcutta to Bc::ab&y, with detours into the Northern mountain coptry and several of 

the more progressive Indian states, including Baroda. Fran there we vent on to F.gypt, 

crossed the su~z Canal and reached · Jerusalem Yith its ancient Christian ard Jewish 

Jand.nark1. After that came N&ple• Yith Pompei, ud the glories of Central Italy, and 

then Gibraltar and hane. 

I o:tten teel that this trip Yith its remarkable timAliness, comi».g at the very 

beginning of a career to be devoted almost compl.etely to the needs of people, was the 

aoat important ai~le episode ot my life. I lea.med that vondertul human beings lived 

uaetul and happy lives without any of the beliefs am attitudes that Western m&n vould 

con•ider irdiapenaa.bl.e. To visit a region which does n.ot share your religion, )'OUl" 
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language, ·P.l4r your customs or your ambitions, is especia.Uy ltlea.nillgf'ul to a. tea.che"t!' of 

pbilosO"l}hy or religion. YO"J. suddenly realize that sincerity ia the important thing, 

and tha.t :f'!"an integ:rlty c~s indestructible hope. The deta.Us are inconfisequentia.J., 

On my trip I too.\. a great many photographS 1 with a lal'ge and clumsy 4 x 5 inch 

box Gr~ex ca.mer&. Atter returning home, :r had "f,~ old-fash:tonecl stereoptican slides 

made f>:-an these pictures. '!'he alidea were all ha.nd colored a1rl ~ very bea.utif'ully done. 

So a word ot appreciatton gt>es to the Pacific Stereoptice.n Company, Which has been out 

ot businesB these many years, one of the cuualities resulting t'rom. color film. 

In the early days ot my associ•tion with The Church of the People, I lived in a 

small roa?1 on the side or a hill, in an alley back of Rlll street. About this time I 

met Mr .. and Mt."1. waiter YoW'..g. These grand people he.d a. lar~e house and af'ter the un .. 

timely death ot their son, I moved in With them. It was here that I vrote What we- call 

The Big Book. I dictated tour hours a. day, and after the nanuscript was a.bcr..r'.; ti-third.a 

finished, began the search for a publisher. It is hardly necessary to go into details 

here, as this story will be found in the present Ill!t&S.Zine,carefu.ll.y t"eeorded by my good 

friend Mt-. Voorhis. One point, bot..ever, is worth mentioning. I was actually itrTiting 

the closing seetiona Of the book, While the first sections were on the press. One or 

· the problems th.at John Henry Na.sh brought ~ was the importance of the well-fJprinted 

page. Observant readers may have noticed therefore tha.t every chapter ends exactly 

at the ba.se of the page. So:ne cu.ttil"..g was necessary to a.ceomplish this and I still 

have the small extracts that were :removed~ 

I had a. remarkable editor in Dr. Rawlinson. He l1a.S cOOij)letel.y bed.ridden with a 

disease of the spin~, which permitted only the use of his e...""!I'.S a.nd his h~. Even ·with 

this rumdicap, he did a renarkAb1e jPob. After the book was;! finished, William. ~rnlolph 

Hurst discovered. a typogre.phicoJ.. error in the index. 

BY this time The Church of the People bad more or leas retired into the baekground. 

fhe empbuis waa now upon 1de&l.ist1c pbilosophy Md those several achoola ot mysticiBJlt 

which had gained rapidly in public interest. The Church howevel" atill exists a.a a. 

corporate body. OUr public meetings were held in the Trinity Auditorium, adjacent to 



What is now the Embassy a;otel. It wa.s a large and suitable building, bu.t the management 

was not very discriminating and l·Te so-J.ght for more congenial atmosphere elsewhere. 
betweeJl 

In thlt period from l~O am 1929 , 'When !ffJ' ee.reer '(·ms in its formative stagesj 

the eountry was passing i;hrolJgh a prolog-v.e to the pres~nt eordusion. T'.tle field. or 

r~ligion was especially upset, but the discordant factors trere mostly mnd.e uri of 

persons in middle li:t'e. Euro;pea'tl psychology became ~ obsessing force in the popular 

mm. ~~y liberal religious groups gained huge followings by teaeh.il'l..g peaee, ~ 

end plenty. 'the si t1.1a.tion vas i't..ll"ther co~ca.ted. by a s11dden inf'l.ux of oriental 

philosophy with which 1feSte:rn Students had little or !lO acquaintance. J:XaggeratiOD 

of all kin.d.s caught the pop1J.1.ar fancy and. fortunes changed. hands very quiciU,y. It was 

ohrlous from the beginning that material selfishness and e;iconomic ambitions were 

a:pliting ever;y phase of Western idealism.. It t118.$ ti. hard. tilne in which to try to 

pr€.rtect the d.el.tt:ied from their own delusions and it we.s also a. thankless business.. 
t'N 

It seemed a$ though the si·tue.tion wo1lld g;efi> progressi 11el.y 'WQrse tttd;il public mor•allt:y 
e 

waa eo~ete:Js und.ermin~d. But at the eri tiee.1 moment ;i. the Great DepressiQr1 bit. Mos·t 

of the exploiters quietly disappeared. or retired to enjoy their ill-gotten gairu>. ~ 

who had drifted away from our acti\1. tif!s 1 :retm .. ned. sadder, witer and considerably poorer. 

sta.ntia.1 1-torldng library.. In the proeess., I suddenly ca.rae to realize ·t;ha.t I was 

essentially-. hobbie~t. With llmited tim.eJ and. ro.eans~ I had ta restrict my :lnterests 

to material that was not too expensive, At tha.t time the.re was very little interest 

in obscure sub.)eet,s, sueh as Astrology, Alcllemy, cabalism, Rosierucianism a..'l'ld. the 

Hermetic Arts. It was in l.920 '.Chat I purchased my first al.chemica.1 manuscrlpt. :tt .,,·as 

defe~ttlj ! bought it for fifteen d:ilars. tater I restored the title PQ.ge, and the 

vol.ttme i.s still a cherished item in the Ltbra.1·y of our Sor.:iety. Abou.t the sa.me time 

l w.s p:rea~mted. with the four vol:ume edition of the writings of Jacob Boebme1 tI'ans .. 
, ,,as 

la.ted into Er.tgl.ish by the Rev. Willia.in Le.w. !his iP the ra-re edition with ma.:nU:in platea 
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s~ the spiritual eentere in tlltAt h®an body,. By degr~e the eel1ect1on ~£ boQks 

grew and to est111a.te 1lbat I &\lcumula.te<l, intv.ated. perso~ a~ ~e the l:>iblio­

gra:p'Jq' at the ad ot r.tr/f larS• book on S)'mbolical pbilosopey. .AP~t ninety percent 

ot th• :ttf~e ater1&1 •• ta my collection •t the time thi• W<>1""k went to preu. 

l . ha'V'e ad.494 mob iio the ori.g1n&l collection and in recent yea.ra tltere h&s been eon ... 

s!deralal.e eophuia upon religious vorka 4eaU.q With Oriental rellg!QnS and pldlosopby. 

Anothe lbort.,llvs avoeat1~ tntereat letl m.e t& $tndy scttlpt'Uring.. Unfortuna.te171 

at that time presaurea of pu'blie a.eti:vitT m4e it pre.etioall;y i:lnpo:Jaible to aeC"JX"e the 

neceas1.t7 time. I did tird.$1l tlu'ee portrait heada, t~ ert.gtnaJ.s of Whieh ~e in our 

eolleetion llere. 04• ·at' the porlraita vu t.h&t o£ the d:.t•tinguj.shed. Am.mea.11 :r.ree.mason 

~ aml. .sehola.rt aen. ~rt Pike. It is :teproduced here as an ~le ot u. interest 
\ 

that could never reach fulti l l'IQl!l!t. 

Another •3~ step in Jfl' ed.uc&tion result«\ .fraa travel here in the United States. 
we.re; 

:Mr f'irat lectures outaid• of th$ :Lo• .AXlgeles &r ~given in S&rl 1reme1seo1 and I 

Itave continued. to v1s1 t there u t"requentJ.7 Q 

11U 1ntrodutte4 to "tlJ¥ first audience by the · 

a Pn.nce Albert coat, atl'ipecl pants, $pats &Id 

aibfe until now. I remember th&t I 

inten?.ent of the bUilding, Who wre 

four ... 1n·ha.nd. tie. :tt V&S a festive 

oce&aiQn &n4 e~e 'W&fl deeply tmprea11ed. ti ee them I have lectu?'M in nee.rly one 

hundred eitiM b'Qltl eoa-at (ito eoa•t, appeared u !llm'Y racllo $te.tiona and television 

programs... l have &lso e.4.dreaaed near)¥ all. the Service CJ.ube, many pu.blle ~ehools (;t?ld 

e:ollegea II am several. tratel.'IIOl Ord.era. B~ lJg ago l wa.a st~ oa the stre-et in 

San Fra.neiaeo by a.n •ldarly lady, who introduc, me to htn' married a.ughter and. her two 

el'd.ldren.. the older woman said "You •poke at d'1' &tsenibly a.t the aatlileo B;Lgh. SCht'JOl 

wen I WMS a girl. Your S\lbject W&IS "!be f.ftrtba &lld ]'Agenda Of ~navia., t &ltd it is 

the .ODJ.y incident in JOY' Hj.gh School educa.tion tilat I have remembered. .. " 

After 1929, America. entered a. peried of a.Jier1ty, wbieh eontinued until the 

begimdng of world war n. During this world...w:lde t>eacesaion,, mlU!J' lines ot business 

sutt-.red greatly~ Our aetivitid, however, vere not seriously aftected. Ve !121£~.end~r 
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Some indication of our activities in the early l930sJ may be ot interest. 

On li'eb:ru.A:r'"J 4, l~l, I opened a series of: lectures in New York C1ty, at the pythia.n 

'l'empl.e, am tbis program c.011tinued three times a week u:util tI1e end of MU"ch. At this 

time my activities included a talk for the New Uistory Society in the Ba.1.1.room of the 

Ritz Co.rlton Botel,e.nd. also a lecture for the .American Society ot Paycbica.J(l Re:Jeareh 

in the historic old '61op House. I was also speaking regularly on Radio station wcm_. 

and prepiring for a trip to Centl"tll America.. 

Di the late Spring of the StmC year we l.ett Nev York by boat tor the entry port 

of' Progreso on the Peninsula of '7\lce.ta.n, with e brief stop at Havana erw~e. The 

harbor oi' Progreso is too stw.llow to permit large ves$el• to dock and w were ta.ken 
i 

a.shore pn small boa.ta. We proceeded. immed!&tely by car to M.erida, train which trips to 
lfere 

the various ruins of the ,-.~-a and Toltec periods "''~ arranged. I spent some time 

wanderiiig through the ruined cities of U1anal and Chi-Chen Itza.J.. In the latter eity 

I met Mc'. Willard, wbG had spent ni.any years e..~ploring the region &nd gre.ciouly 
sf{ 

sha:r:ed with me many of his choice/IN observations .. 

\1e returned. to Progreso and $e.1led. to Vera cruz and there took a train for ~co 

City.. This o:tfered an opportunity to examine the ~icent moAumeata of the Aztec 

Culture a.r..d. spent many fascinating hours in the *'•• o:.r .Archaeology. W'at impressed 

me most ·was the well .. su.bsta.ntiated reallza.tian that the civilizations of Ancient 

America were essentially democracies. OUr heritage of freedom. and social coopel"8.tion 

did. not actually come t:rom EiU"op.c, but tram the western world, where splendid cultural 

institutions .flourished, while Europe Wt1.8 paasing t.hrough the Dark Ages. 

In t<J oatober 1933 I atterA.cd. the world Fellowship of Faiths, wbiela was hel4 

simulta..rieousl:y with the Chicago World's Fair. The Fellowship of Faith w.s under the 

pa.tr on.age of His Rf,.gbnecs r~raja Gaekwar of Ba.rod.a. and on this occasion I renewed 

acqua.inta..nee with several good t.riends, including DJ:-. Preston Bradley, atr Francia 
.. 
' Younghuaband, Mr. J(edarna.th D&S Gupta a.Id Mr.. Charle• Frederick We1ler .AU these dedica ... 

ted persons were striving to advance the cau1e of world pea.~e, and build bridgea of 

understanding a.cross # chums. of prejudice. On September 17th I addressed this 
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group on the subject "True Fellcnrnhip ot Faith/' and a. d.iges·!; of this t lk is included 

in the present Journal. 
At>ril, 
In 1934, Messrs. Sotheb;r & Co .. , the world fa,mous auctioneers in London, disposed 

a 
ot the extensive. and ir11portant library of early books and. ma..nuserips on ,(l.c::het:\l'» the 

occult and physical sciences, wbieh uere the p!"operty of t. Lionel ltauser. It was one 

of the most rema.rkab1c ao.len of the century ,t.Uld agents secured for ae at that ·bi.me the 

triangul.a.:r :na.nuseript of Com:t•? d.e St. -Germ&in e.n4 seV"era.l other valuable itema. 

As I was lecturlng in Ncn-r York in~ the Fall of J..9311-, it seemed a. e;ood Qppor .... 

tunity to "1.sit England and France in quest of books a...."ld ma.nuscripts for our Library. 

Throt1$h the assistance of a trier.id, who v:shed to r~in an onymous, a sum of money was 

plaeed at my disposal for tb.is pti.rpose. It hOO. 1ong seemed to ~ ti1!'.\t & major Ba.ropea.n 

war could not be e.void.ed, a.ml I hoped to bring to this country for st.\f'er keeping 

unique materia.l U1 our :f'ield of interest. It was a. wine move> and several of the dealers 

from whom I secured i..'Uportant reference works were later bombed out. On this trip I 

secured in an obscure shop, on the street lea.ding to the principal entrance of the 

British "t.tseuo, several ch~iee items, incl.uc!ing the Rosicn1cia.n MlJluscript, which I 

published. under the title 'l!be Ccdex Ro~ae Crucis, a.nd. a :f'ine ma.nuseript on vellum, 

explaining the intricate diagrams of the Caba.le.. 

~.~s & Canpa.ny had. purahesed severo.l items f-.t'001 the Hauser sale, most of which I 

purchased., including a,< lumdsomely illuminat~d. alchemical mnusorlpt. hom Marks & Co. 

I was :for·ttmnte to secure the remarlmble example o'f the Ripley Scroll, one of the out-

standing alchemical works, whieb I hopo to publish one of these days. My sponsor to 

the British ittseum was Sir Francis YourJghusband, a deJ.ight.fuJ. little man with o. :military 

bearing, who 1iad. become s. deep studdllt of Tibetan Buddhism. Later I went over to Paris 

o.nd by g~od. tortw~aJ! contacted M. Lionel H$.usee. We had tna.ny discussions of the circum­

stances 1mieh impelled him to collect his library, and the economic d.itf'iculties in 
Yhieh 

Eu.rope/forced him to pa.rt 'With his beloved books. !>orbon-Ai..re, an a.ntiquarltl.n book-

dealer, and the shop roaintained. by the Chaeornae Brothers, he.d J!(purehased a number of 

1 tems at the SOtheby sale, the best of lthich included a ma.nuscript') by the French 
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t:raruieend.entillst llipha.s Levi and several of his ad:vanoed disciples. Tb.ese nre 

a.dded. to our ¢Olleetion.. Ka:rlng com.plated tlte hook b\¢ng program, we spent the 

Christmas holidays with a friend. who had a home in Normandy • 

. In 1934 the Pbil.oaophical Research Society was inCOl"pOra.ted u a non ... profit 
elu<!ati&u.l. 
114JJJ,#J institution, with eM.ritable and. reUg'-«t!! privileges. AbGut two yea.rs later 

we aeem:ed the property where oll:r' headqua.rtera nw atand.s and built the tirat unit, 

consisting of the Library building and the a4mntatr•tive offices. tn 1950 f\u"ther 

construction was undertaken, and. in 1959 the Audi torlum _. CO!llPleted.. To meet the 

need tor additional. apace, ether rooms, inol'Wling the library extension, were built in 

1967. "1e building program actue.lly x-eqtlired thirty years, but through #I depression. 

war and inflation, tlt" proJ~ot had been systematicall:y ldvan-eed.. 

In 1940 t was the speaker t'G:r Greek :Day at the world. 1 11 Fair in 5w York City. 

On that oecasi 0» t my- subjeet wa.s "The Contribution of Claasieal Greek Philosophy to 

the Lire o:f Bxlern Ml.n. " In the t&JJt I called speatal attention to tb.e important work 

of the distinguished tra.nslat&r ot the Greek and. Latin Claasies, Mt". 1'homas '!'e.ylor. 

It was ey priv.1.lege PP,/'1$1.f,/~tj to share the platform with a very dear frietldt the 
BemD.eni.oaJ. 
ltu:ameniotW. Pa.triuch Athenagora.s r.J; who is now llead of the Greek Orthodox db.urcb 

throughout the world. Re e.tteM.ed tl'JMlY' ot our New'± :Lectures and .we still correspond 

oeca.sion&Uy. As the result of rtl3' activities a.t the Worldts Fair, I received a. 

Special Awa.r of !'<brit. 

DU!"ing he yea.rs of World wa.r n. toreign travel was almost impossible and local 

transportati n '\'ta.S largely involved. 1:n the defense effort. tt seemed. best, therefore, 

writing program and remin eom,parat1:vel.y cl.ese to home. In the early 

l~Os, I pa.a ed thre:nigh a. dangerous :illness, and. while recuperating tram me.,jer surgery, 

resumed nw _ :tereat in stamp collecting.. Tr..is I b.av~ maintained to the present time, 

apeei&lizing on the postage stamps of the jphilosophie emptresJ, that is,those countries 

colleetio.n of the postage ata.mpa of Greece; Fgypt~ Persia, Indi&, ehina, Japan and many 

ot the smaller countries of A.Sia. On his via:1t to the United. Sta.tee, some years a.go, 
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'J!'ne Eroi2er :ir Haile Selassie 'ms gra.ci01J.s enough to autograph the title page o~ my 

collectim of the sta.rri.p~ of' Ethihia. tr special. favorites have been the stampa of 

the Peudato:i-y states of' J.ndia, Tibe~ ara the Postal RI.story of Japan. Although I have 

only exh:tbi t.ed locaD.y, I have ;ro; ir.cluding t e Gra.nd Awa.rd tor 

Reoea: ch on tho F.arly Postal Itlsto:cy ot Indi:i.. 

He1.1 e.:i.gai11 I feel that my hobb#es have been of the most practical value in ·ma.in .. 

ta.iniIJG ll. cheeY"f'ul and const uctive viewp int towa.d t e responsibilities of writing, 

lectID'ing a counselli~. Unless there a.?"e varietie ot interest, t e mild becan.ea 

fatigued, the viewpoint is tltU"rowed. and the individual takes himself too se:dously. 

In 19$4 I made my first ma.jor trip out of the alited Sta.tea in thirty yea.rs. 

rt was a. eombir~t1on .t a. vacatic-n and a research pro,ject d a.Ung with Buddhism. 

Although we hlld written occasionally on Oriente.l subjects, t:rm the beginning or yrq 

w.ritll'g pro&'l'mn, I had never clone a jor book on Eastern Wisdan. ~destination was 

Japa.i1 a.nd I va.s surprif;ed to i':i.1 d so ny lnndmArks that I r enibered fran. my previous 

visit fo~ ty yea.rs before. f- ~~ There gr u.ally f'orr:u.ta.t in~ mind the desire fl>t 
to ac ... ur.int OU!' f'riend.s in Los Ange1es With SOJ!l.e of the exquisite religious e.rt and 

era.ft prcducts of: Japan. In the 3..a.et f'oul" yea.rs I have made three other trips to :find 

unusual items to itl.prove t e quaJ.ity of our perntlnent collection a.nd e them available 

in ov.r gi ; nhop. This had a.dd.ed a. new a.res. of interest which I find most ca.pt1vat1ng. 

The futur i1 also a.n e.x.ci~ing prospect. Tb re a.re other books which I wish to 

write, lectu:i.•e nd classes which I believe Will be elpful at the present ti::ne, and the 

treinendous chall nge of pres"!nt world conditions. ?-tr enthu:Jiasm seemly declines to 

be d.imiru.:::hed, o/.. sbe.te or affairs whic I regard "'' hi,,)tly sat1sfa.ctory. 

Lookiii..g ha.ck ! ha.ve won erf'ul. memories of dedi.ca.tei. t'r1e .da, who have helped to 

mal:e possible "';ll that i.la.s been a.ccompl:tshed. No r ne bu ld~ 'by himself alone, and I 

have been especially blessed in the killdly s.nd. genel" ttR supr>o1"'t a.M encouragement trom 

moi·~ tllll.n three generations of well-wishers. I cannot name th ll e.nd t it woulrl be 

unkind to mention only a tew. Let me therefore give ll ppssible credit to those who 

M.ve already departed from this lU'e an:l those who a e growing up a.round u.a through the 
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of 
'!'he question bas ~equentJ.y been a.sk.t me I "If you bad your life to live ovor 

ags.in, w"1llA you live it dttterently?" I cu only anawer that I might. hope to live it 

better. but I am certain that T1'l:f de41cati01l& vould be essentie.ll:y the same. ~b.ei .. e i• no 

more successful life thall that dedicated to the s~ce at those seeking epiritUAl. 

and pbiJiophieal guidance. There barve been ditticult tiintes and many problems , but I 

f'ind tha.t 1ollg a.ssoeia.tion vlth htlllllln na.ture 11 in no "''Y' disillusioning. I like people 

better now than wen I ietarted cut. I ba.ve greater ta.1th in humanity at this mcaent 

tha.n ever// before. So fa.r as I know, I have no enenues, and m:r :f'rienda include all 

the people :r have nevtU" met. rt llight be well1theref"ore, to aunw&rize the present atate 

ot ey convictions a.ril beliets§ fhey may be uset"Ul to ob.hers, for they have developed 

through pr~tica.l contacts with the joys and sorrow• of an ever changing world. 

I am still comtfnced that cr~tion is goverlll!d by a.:n aJ.1 .. wise, all-good and e.11· 

loit1ng power. The au.thC1rity of thia creating principle is .Al:>aolute, a.nd the world 'Which 

it has h.shioned is predestined. and i"oreord&ined. to grow am unf'old. into the perfection 

ot au its powei-1 a.ad propensities. MLn cannot fail, but th-rough his ignoruce he may 

dela;y the fulfillment of' bifown pa:rpose. ' Tb.ere is no principle of.' evil, br.it there i• 

e. principle ot good. The universe operates in the imutt.ble laws of' ca.use and effect, 

reincarnation a.nd karma.. We are here to 01,itgrow ot.11.' mm lim1ta.tiona a.l'ld to dedicate 

our resources to the service of tb.e power that fashioned us. 

Growth ia achieved by disc1pllne. The individual. who constructively direct• hi• 

own li:f'e, practices his religion and demonstrates his :philosop1J1'. All life is growth 

under law, and tho$e llve well who discover universal la1'1'8 and obey them. Happineas 

14 the by .. product o'f personal integrity. AJ.l tbiugs work together for good • ~ 
and 

doubts/ fears are merely the result of personal lgnora.'1ce. Actually we have nothing 

to tear in o. U."'liverae of' divine love, except our own self'iahn~ss. The most wond.ertul 
job ? 
~/in the world is to help people(to lea.rn) to help themselves • 
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