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THE MASTERS OF WISDOM

A Manusceript LoctvPe into which is incerporated two
preavious Loctures ontitlod "The Knstoro, Part I" amd
"The Mastors, Part II" to which is addod furthor materisl
not hitherto published,
By
Manly P, Hall

In Eﬂﬂ.l""..-‘hillg 't-h]."l:.'lul.gh tho annals of ]‘iﬂ‘tﬂr_lf WO come upon A numbor of :ll?EtEI"i:luEl
characters concorning whom E’]:‘Lﬂtit‘.ally nﬂ-'l_.hi_ug is kpown. Hoavertholaass theso
charactors profoundly influenced the growth and developmenmt of civilization,
Who were these mysterious mon and women?! Where did they come from, where

did they go, and fram vhonce did they secure their spparently auper human
knowledge and powor! Those quoostions are difficult to amewer, yot every
question has an answer if we can but discovor it, Who was tho shadowy
poremage who accompaniod Christophur Colurbus on his voyage to Amorica and
who, loetving the expodition at San Salvador, was never scen again?!  Who was
"the man in tho black suit" who assisted the freming of the Declaration of
Indepondonce? VWho was the mystorious individual who was prosont in the houso
of Botsy Ross whon thoe American flag was designod and who made a number of
sugzestions concerning its form tmd color! Why was the encient pyramid of
Egypt placed upon the roverso side of the Groat Scal of the United States of
Amorica amd who placed it thore! Theso are difficult quostions for a certain
typo of mind to answer,

Who was tho mystic Count Cagliostro, whose valet did not knew his master's
age bocause he had boon in his scrvice only 2 hundred years, ‘Has_he
Josoph Balsamo, the adventurer, or was he a character of unknowm origin?
Caglicstro c¢laimod to hawe lived for over two thousand years and prﬁﬁ?ﬂtﬂd to
his fricnds a mystorious olixir which temporarily restored youth te the aged.
Whe was the rocondite Comte de Gabalis, who appoared so une xpe ctedly to J.J?hu
Villars, who chronicled the moetinge faithfully and wos ussassinated for his
industry? Who was tho prince of diplomats, the fount do St, Germaine, who
darod to demand obodionce and rospect fram the greht Hapoleon? It was the
Count de 5t., Germaine who had much to do with the gunding of tho mad ern
Mosonic Order. This samo shadowy individual was able io remvo flaws t:rr:m
diamonds, ond it was one of his eccmtricities that he 55*::1:11:1 put provious
stones on his puosts' place cards whon he inuit.ﬂd. them to dinner.

¥ho was the maker of the mystoriocus rod powdor discovored by Wenzoel Seiler, a
monk of the Order of St, Augustine, who in the presonce afltha Emporor Leo-
pold II and his cowt changed silver into gold? i‘lﬁn:hﬂﬁpﬂflj:ﬂi :ggaiﬂﬂd
Vienna is a medal, helf silver and half gold, part which h
:;r g;l& had boom dip;:ad by this mystical alchemist into his powdor. T‘m;:l;
part which had not been dipped remained silver, Thoe monk 1:&3 _ma:i-::- 1 ::: ght
the baffling gentlemen who, enioring an a
by the Emperor. Who was ey
ith a friond, emazed all who were prese ¥

0 i db artist who had been

i upon the wall, paimtod by an .
:;:.dn?;rp:::ﬁi :::.;.Eiuignapr It is as IIutl:i.fi'!f.u::.lll.*I:- to answer thosc guestions as

" the Iron Mask" amd the reasm for his con-
. Eiwtth:rn:]:n ?:u :Eﬂ ﬁ:uﬁty of the mystorious u]xu m’:}n, ﬂnturi:ngf u’;hr nu.gj;
S :.'Irt li:tuug?a.f Valloy Forgoe, rovoaled to Goorge Washington tho '];H o
e d Stotes of Amorica. Who inspired Wolfgang von Goatho to write 2
Eih':uﬁit:nd why did he destroy it so many times before he permittod its publi-

cation?

We might

go on jndefinitely asking questions concerning such human enigmas
who are mentioned in histery

lved, The

but whose lives are ril:!dlﬂ*a unso
» revoaled to thoss of a discorning mind throo insc?-i;hlu
e Eurnpﬂﬂni;&m and ¢ne in hmerica, but as two of thum.ara s ]’;n-inus
Pwmmtﬁghu.:n‘:ut be mmupnd; In sumesing up our th““?;t%lg“’f;ﬂﬁ:gvﬂfh 3
BLLYS e ' attontion to a romurxd -
individuals, wo :Em ::l];énﬁ:l;ndu W The articio is to the offact ;itt*:é
s X b dic Saga is a curious tale concerning Vidferull, whﬁb'f" G
a cortain Icolon & g2 lomange. In the presenco of thau?npzl;zi;apif b
g t:uﬂgnﬂmﬁﬂnrun trengforred himsolf frﬂntmmigur:;ﬂtiun E W
?idugntm;e ono of 'grunt boouty aﬂmahxﬁ.cnwtﬁ“ ‘Ii’lf:.dfn;ull oaid that he had

but b s v ’ .
4 n:: mg Hat:‘;mgizguuuu p on 4wo provious occasions with L
me tara

rosults; and thet he was thon 545 yoara old.
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During tho Middle Agos, whon alchomy was flourishing, many accounts are pre-
sorved of wystorious sirangors sho cam to the struggling chemists while thoy
wero laporing with thoear ingtruncnts, Thoso inscruiable jndividuals romained
only long cnough to instruct the soker concorning ths mystorios for wilch ho
wns soarching ard then disoppoarcd again, Wo hove soon sevoral lottors
writton by thoso shodowy boings, cerrocting orrors or of foring ndvice. Thoy
worc always somt anonymously mnd Lhe rocipionts woro totnlly unaward of thoir
soUrco, Very ofton tnoso lottors wora gignod with thu werds "A Brothor™ and
BF:ﬁtimua the signaturo wWas accompaniocd with sac gtrunzo Cobakiistic sonl or
sign. It was genorclly admittod during tho Middle Agos thot thoro was o
secrot brothorhood consisting of a small but soloct group of illuminatod philo=
sophors, wio dovotod thoir lives to instructing sincorc aspirants concerning
the mystorios of 1life, This sccrot socioty, bocawso 50 1ittlo could bo dis-
covorod concorning it, was callod "Tho Socioty of Unknovn Philesophors". Many
wore suspoctod of boing membors of this Ordor, but fow could bring forth ony
ovidenco to substontinte thoir anssortlions. Gathoring togothor the fropment-
ary knowlodgo oxtant, wo can prosent tho thoory cancorning thoso unknowm
philosophors as it wos accoptod durling tho poet conturlos,.

Tt is still boliovod by o groat mony pooplo - 1n frct, the numbor is incroas=
ing overy doy - thot thore has boon proserved from unknowm antiquity o socrot
acionco dovoted to tho considoration of the invisible spiritunl phonomoni of
‘naturo. This knowlodgo is in tho possossion of o 1imitod numbor of porsoms,
%o whom it hos boon communicatod orally ond who vill porpetunto it in tho &rmo
mannor from ono genoration to cnothor. Thoso to whom the seecrot knowladgo

has boon entrustod were called initiates, and they sre grouped together in
jsolated communities where they have Sstublished what are called schools.

These compose a number of secret orders, These orders are, in principls,
somewhat similar to Masonry, but their renbership is restricted to a handful

of persns and they are far uadre reglugive and exclusive than Froemasonry .

The members of theso orders have loarned to communicatc with each athor, 8¢
they claim, by means of cipher languages and telcpathic ¢codes, The mombors

of thoso orders aro callod brothors, and in cach community was a house owneod

by onc of thesc brothors, This houso was called "Tho House of the Brethron"
apd eny wombers of the ordor who chanced to be in tho community dwoelt in this
house or stopped thore tomporarily whilc pessing through., Each ono of thoso
socrct orders had ono hoadquarters, ususlly locatod in the fastness of somo
mountain ronge or in tho dopths of a forost, Horo the mumbors retirod and
frcm hore they came forth for whatover labor thaoy woro cxpected to carry on

in thc outsido world. While the momborship in thosc orders was cxtrenoly
limitod, thoy werc tromondously powerful, In fact, - today, as thon, they
actually comtrol the destinios of governmonts and pooplos, Thoir monbors are
choson from the highest ranks of cocioty, and tho groatost poots, philosophors,
anl diplomats of tho ages havo woon initiated into their mystorios, Tho
verious "mystorious atrangurs" which hawo boon montionod were rombers of theso

socerot ordors,

Dantc was initiatod in Italy and his Inforno concoals botwgon its linos tho
socrot toachings of onc cf tho greatost of thcso philosophic schools. Sir
Frencos Bacon was a nombcr of ond of thosoc bodiecs, as was Willianm Shakospoaro,
It has always boen a mattor of con jocturo as to whero Shak ospoaro spont four
years of his life. A Brother of the secrot schools would bo in a bottor
position to answer that guostion than Shakespoarc's pany biographors., During
the European War & cortain Amorican soldier quito by chanco camd upon one of
theso groups of isolated thinkers in the meart of a littlo-explored arez of
contral Europo, In tho midst of soverul low rembling buildings stood a

house of fair sizo and in this houso anl surrouding structures lived a numbor
of mystoerious ncn, ¢ONC orning whon this soldier could discover ncthing. He
stoyoed with thom & short tirmc and was amazed at tho dopth of thoir philoscphic
urd orstanding, He fournd than to bc 4 group of kipdly, humanitorion thinkors,
dgeply verscd in natural lerc, but thoy rofusod to toke hin into thodr con L=
donco, It is rather interosting to noto thnt aftor tho “vor woa ovar tho
American soldioer returncd, firod with tho dosire to lourn noro cone orning
thoso recluscs, but although ho tromped through thoe nountains day after day
and tricd to follow his provious path oxaetly, ho wns nuver ablo to rodis-
covar either the peculior locality wheoro tho puildings stood or tho group of
ascotics, Milton Pettinger in hiz work on "Masonic Symbolisn” tolls a

somowhot similar story which oceurred in the Umited Statos.

Therc are soveral socrod schools still in existonce in Eurcpo ond Asin kinor.
Tn Bohemia thero is 2 mystorious bratherkaod called "The Bohonion Brothora®™,
who ore dooply versed in occult lora, Cno of the greatost of tho schools isa
located in the BPlack Forcst of Gormany, and another in Tramsylvonino, Ono of
the fomous adepts is roferred to as dwolling on tho borders of Poland, by which
it is understood that tho schoel to widch 20 bolongod is located in that wicl-
nity, The groat difficully axporioncod in roturniag to one of those placos
sron. atbor it has boon discovored suprgosts thnt irn scmo occuls way +ho mon-
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bors of thoso ordors aro cupable of conconling their whoreabouts by surround-
ing thonsolves with a mental wall or clonk of invisibility. Dr. Fronz Hort-
mann clodms to havo communicated with one of tho Rosierucion terplos noar
Carlsbad, from which ho socurod tho volumo which hoe later printod containing
the symbolic alchemical platos, Tho loarnod doctor writes thot thoe sdacol
had branchoe noar oaire, Constantinoplo, and other groat cities, Tho oarly
achools of tho Jows aro etill prosorvod intact by a soerot ordor living in o
monastory sanowhoroe in the noighborhood of M. Lobanon, while the socrot
Eimll;m of the Groeks ie prescrved by a group of mystics on tho Island of
roto,

Concorning the character and porsonality of theso mystics it is difficult to
write with any degroc of dofinitonoss, owing to tho pauecity of information
availablo, MNoarly all of thom apparently possoss supornatural power, expecs
ially in the fom of clairvoyant power, Somo apparantly have the ability to
of projocting their porsonalitiecs to difforent places. Many disciplos clainm
that thesc adopts, or Borthors, haovo appoared to thon suddon ly, entoring
rooms without oponing tho doors and, having delivored somo message, vanished as
quickly amd mysteriously ae thoy had copne. Two waoll authenticated cases of
this nature have como under the obsorvation of the writor.  Among the Orient-

al peoples who have oxactly the samp concept on the subjoct as those statod
shove, the coming of thoso teachors in their invisible bodics is gomorally
accompanied by a poculiar sound, rosombling the distont tinkling of silver

bells,

The belief in the oxistonce of human boings who have raisod themsolves obove
the mse of . * humanity and have bocomo supormen and Sup orwomon is not
limitod to the European or Amorican cultures., Tho sane idoa appoars in
proctically the samo forn among nearly oll of the Oricntol nations, The

East Bolioves in the doctrino of supermen, Instead 6f talling thom "Brothefs"
it called them "Mastors", ‘"Arhate", or "Initintes®, somotimes "Mahatmos", " "7
It is gemerally concoded that tho sscrot schools of the Western Homisphero

end those of the Bastorn Hemisphere dro unitod in purposo ard -that o’ philo=
sophic intercourso is always going on botwoon thom.” Each onc of thoso ;
philosophic schools which has ‘boon gatablishod in tho nidst of any particular
civilization prosdnts its doctrino in the mannot. most atcoptable to the poo-
ple with whom it works, for it has been founfl-thmt man,loarns most rapidly
shen his lossons ars prosénted in a. form familiar to him! ~‘This roamlts in
mn apparent diversity of teaching, but in essontinl points tho doctrines of
a}l of those schools are the same. The Brethren have taught that there were
sevel of their schools, which correspond to the seven divine planeis. Each
one of the schools has seven branches, which represent the seven sub-rates of
vibration-cmtained within each major rate, or the seven colors which-are
contained within each white ray, These schools and their branches are to

be found in all parts of the world, even the most savage and prinitive peoples
are not left witheut representation, All together these schools are ¢alled
"The Invisible Govermnment of the Earth", Bagides the seven schools 'there
are five other groups which work through the exoteric septenary bodies, Each
one of the seven exoteric and five esotheric schools have-iwelve initiated « -
Brethren, or Masters,'and these together constitute thé . hundred and forty-
four which are the Lord's Elect. L : :

Daily; Monthly, and yearly the various bodies meet, and they are forbiddemn to
appear in the physical univorse as an organization, The Mystery Schools
carmot and must not erganize as we undorstand organizét ion, for organization
is the first stop towards crystallization, and crystallization is the cause

of disintegration. ' Thorofore, thoy are' referrod to as unorganizod organisms.
*In one of thoir manifestos it tolls that whoneoveor throo or more of-the” -
Brethron meet thoy constituto a Lodge. Whon thoy separate to go' thoir ways'
the Lodge is adjourned. . The "controlling body ‘of theso schools is cél lod

“The Groat White Lodge". This uoots overy sevon yoars to control the activi-
tios and ‘dovelopment of the order.” ‘It is said to havo mot in its present "
location overy #even years.sinco tho world begen. - Wi

The Gobi ‘Dosert of Mongolia is the place sot aside for the mootings of ‘The -
Groat Whito Lodgo, ~In the midst of this wasto'of sand, so tho alléegories - ~
tell us, is ‘an’island or shelf of rock, which reprosents the first part of the
sarth's surfaee to 'solidify. This area was originally part of the polar cap
aAd #hon-the Gobi Desort was an ocesn, thid rock was an island in the midst'of
the Sacrod Sed,  The island is of considerable area ard ‘is the only-place on
the carth's siurfacc that has not 'passed through numborloss changoes. ““Recont
expeditions to HMongolia are éertainly substantiating’ the claim of accultists
as to tho pornmanonce of this area, for’'scientists aré now claiming that no
other pert of the earth will cqual Mongolia in value to science for here they
have found unchanged rocerds loft by tho prochssss of the eartn’s formation
which ]ﬂ?&lﬁé&l‘ﬁﬁyﬁ.‘wﬂaﬁad':i.n"gﬂl‘.r&:""pa{ta_nf”‘-l:.;ﬂl:"_l “earth. . In'the midst of =
s T e e Rauns TRalnh ROrK Fhe =gy BHG terte Sapvon o) oL, o J .
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the Saerod Island is tho gacrod City of ihe . 2:-'-'*; protectod like the T‘E?;
groat centcrs by a closk of invisibility. This may S00R supernatura

as has already boon moted, though an jndividual search painstuj-:ingly and
sver placcs which ho

apperently thoroughly, ho me heon unable to redisc

]JIP‘EH'.‘L{'HE].E{ visitu-i.. Y’Tha Tomplo of tho liystcrics in the Gobi Doscrt is
cnlled "Shambellah®, and here Theo Grest Whito Lodge moots apd here certain
of tho advancod disciples of tho Mystorics cre pornit ted to go ard, as
Apuleius has said, "mect with the immortals®.

The belief in the Hastors in almost universal in the Orient :_-;:.1:1 every effort
on the part of Western culture to destroy timt belicf has feilod. A 'Ehlﬂl}ﬂf
so deeply rooted, so widespread, so universal, oust have & fif'uﬁl: fﬂu?ﬂ:tl*:ﬂ
then werae superstition. Suporstition and fancy cannot oxplain j‘_h‘} BF R T
ious phenomens wrought by unknowm beings who have deoply mfl‘f‘”““ed the
course of civilization. The miracle worker of India is laughed o, E?t his
magic is nover explained, Tho ring of serpents about the Temple of ohem=
bel lah has been scoffed at, bul sciemce geeking to conguer tho Gobl ?ﬁﬁ?rt?
has found such & ring, The philosophy of the Nasters of Wiszdem 1s Just s
sound and has just as much to substantiate it as any othor religious viow=
point which is mow held in the sorld, 1In fact, it has much more than most,
for the theory that the sarth is governed by & group of human boings who have
£z +tod themselves for this labor which tiﬂ Ea‘{am under the direction of
superhuman intelligoncos is as rational ogical ae any other line of

philosophy that can be advancod,

secrot teaching has boen hended dowm from the parly
This teaching underlics religion, but is cmceoaled
from sight by the ondless superstition and roligious coniroversy which havo
made the Father's House a place of dobato and argument, An invostigatiocn
of the toachings of the world's Saviors Puddha, Chrishna, Zoroastor, Hermes,
and Jesus proves beyond all possiblo doubt that all of thoso men, living in
difforont sgos and BOONE different civilizations, taught one and tho same
doctrine and taught it in practically the sarp way. What was the sourco lq:f
their leoming?! I we say inspiration, then we ask wint is "inspiretizd -
What imspires?! Who jnspirea! The roligionist will &mswor, "God is tho
source of inspiration." This is granted, but who is the channol through
which God works! In many casas it soems to have boen 4 nystcrious beoing.
When wo aro poor end ask for alms, it is not God who drops the coin in owr
lap . T+ is scme other creatuwre, porhaps onc 1ittlec better of f than oursclves,
God works with pan through men, and as 8sonc follow-worker rust omswer our
prayer for physical help, why js it illogical that socme fellow creeturc will
answer our proyer for philescphic help and spiritual understanding? The
Erothren arc the hands and feet of their Lord, as we are the Mands md feoet

of others who dopond upon us,

There is no doubt that a
periods of civilizatlon.

Mcnbership in the Schools of the Mystories can nover be applicd fer in the

erdinary sense of tho word, No on¢ can demaml tho right of crirance.
Those who aspirc must preparc themsclvos as best they know, striving toe mke

shamsolvos worthy of admittance, ard thon await the pleasuro of the Brothers.
Thoro are twolve degroes of Brothorn in oach of the Groat Schools ond the
disciplo is promcted according to his aptitudec, as vacancics occur in the
syperior renke, Thoro can novor bo but & cartein number in oach of tho
degroes., Each mombor has o disciple. Whon tho nopber passos out or 1s
prooctod, the diseiple takos his place. Thore arc threo gonoral dogroes
which we my soy .constituto a Bluo Ledge in thosc Mystery Schools. The
E;z::;;:i:ug is mtszf ":t:idmt“, or as thoy wero called in the eoncicont warld,
c s", cond dogroo is that of "disciple” or " 1Y
amd the Third degree is that of "Mustor" ur'Br#I'.h.anl_ ﬂ]:n ﬁ;ﬁﬂiﬂdgﬂfﬂ y
the grodes differ, but thosc throc major divisionms are fundapenmtal, for 2ll
hunmmity is divided into throe greoat divisions, The first is mﬂ; up of
those who do not know, the second is caaposed of those who aro trying to find
out, and thoe third divisiom, much snoller than the other two, caiprisos those
who have found owt, Those who aro learaing inspiro thoso who do not knew
to begin thoir studies, while those who have found owt toach those who cre
loorning, There aro mony grades in the occult schools which differ in the
Epstern and Western werlds, Ve shall try and explain to you the most ipport-
ant of these grades and tell you the exect position those occupy who are 2allied
by the various names which are symbolic of their dignity,
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Studernt

This is the name given to thoso wihp .ore on the first step and is genorally
used to dosignetoe aspirants to tho occult path, Therofore, thoy aro called
"sapirents," "condidates," “noophytos," and comprisc tho lowor grodos of lay
brothron, A student is onc of twolvo who are appointed to etudy ot the
foot of o disciple, A studont is ome to whom is assigmod tho task of
metoring tho oxoteric sido of ocecult philosophy and tho requisitos of
studont aro solf-purification omd consocration.

Disciple

This is the title given to an acceptod candidato, who has proparcd himsolf
aceording to the law and has boen raisod to the socond stop in spiritual
proparation, Thoro are many grades of disciplos. The lessor disciplos
study ot tho foot of morc oxaltod disciples, and the highor disciplos gain
their wisdom from the lowor gradoes of lastors, In India the disciplos are
callod "cholas," and aro on tho socomd etop of the order of lay brothron.
The koy to disecipleship is "continuity", and tho ability to romoin with a
task until it is accomplishod, The periods of diseciploship vary in longth,
but theoy ore always a considoerable numbor of yoars, from two to thirty,
Pythagoras domanded five yocrs' discipleship, which nust bo spont without
spocking, that tho disciple might learn vo hold his tonguwo, The highor
digciples aro privileged to pass consciously into the invisiblo worlds with
thoir tecchors and study the nysterios of naturo ot first hand on tho csiral
plano .

Guru

Thiz is on Eastern word, moaning "toachsr", and is ofton the titlo of rospoct
with which & young disciplo refers to his toeachor, Somotimos it is meroly
usod os o titlo for vonoration. It is not nocossarily symonynous with the
stote of mastery or initiation. The guru is ofton a lay brothor, oducated
in the tomple and sunt into the werld for the purpoac of instructing tho .. -..
lower ordors of students and diseciplos, Ho gathors his lanceos aboul h.o
avd to thom ho is a groot soul, but to tho higher initintos ho is still ono
of thoso chainod by his worldliness to tho lowor plonc of naturo.

Adcpt

This nomo is glven to onc who has boon initintcd into the Mystorics and Ims
roached a very high degreo of proficiemcy in tho monipulation of tho subtile
forcos of the invisible worlds, It hos two mocnings. The adept is ono
who is edoptable, moaning thet ho hos broadonod out his facultios so that ho
is no longer limited by that ignoranco which inhibits normnl hunan boings.
The word adept also moans thot he is a spocialist on scmo porticular line
that hos roised him hoo dnnd shoulders abovo the avorago idindividunl, Tho
ndopt, howover, is still subjoet to the lows of birth and doath, He is

not privileged, like somo of the highor initiates, to construct o now body
while ho is still living in the old ono and then step fra ono to tho othor,
Thoso wWho are above tho stage of adopt are froo from the lows of birth and

death,

Mahotma

This is on Oricntol title, The word pohoimn moans groot soul and is
given by tho Oriontal disciplos to a highly illuminatod and spiritualizcd
mind, Undor this gemoral hoading aro ligted both odvoncod discipleos and
lower grodes of Mastors, The word is ofton usod to dousignato all of thoso
who have sccweod spiritual illunination or hove oponed the third eoyo, It

js algost synonymous with the Westorn word ndopt,

Arhat

An grhot is one who has reachoed o high dogreo of initiation in tho Eastorn
path, It is atove tho sicge of . .adopt or mohatma, Consequently it is
usod to romosomt ono who is capable of manipulating tho laws of mature from
behind the weil which soporates the Cousnl Univorse fron tho Visible Uni-
verse, Tho arhats soldon go out into the world, but remnin alpost continu-

ously at thoir spiritual work in tho highor plonea. of -nntare,

e B



Andkiato

Of lato yoars tho word ipitigto hos gotton “inte bad compony aml ite di gnity
has boen soriously impaired, Initiations have boon asold fron a dollar up nrd
no questions mokod, and tho name is ofton given to individuale with long hair
and soulful eyos, The titlo ehould bo givon only te thosc who have actually
beon ndmittod into the schools of the Gront Mystories. In sme schools it
roquiros five, in othors nino amd in othors sovom initintions to emtitlo the
candidato to call himeolf an , :initicte, In Huuungf all who are “"roisod”

are eallod Initintcs, but nono save thoso of tho 337, initiatod in tho epirit-
ual tomplo, aro priviloged to call thomsoclvos true initiatos. Homo oro privi=-
logod to bear tho name initinte in the Enst, sove thoso whe hava rooclod the
point whore thoy oro in conscious communication with the invisible epiritual
hicrarchios of maturo, In the Weet nono aro privilegod to uec this title
gnve ono of tho Twolvo Bpwthors in tho innor tamplo of o Groaot 8chool. All

othors should uso the worde @ipeiplo or condidato,
Mastor

Thie word is gonornlly usod to dosignato tho noxt grode superior to tho one
which tho candidoto is in himself. Tho chola calls tho disciplo magter;
tho studont canlls tho chola pastor; tho diseiple calle tho adopt mastor;; and
80 on.

E ~ B ("]

This is tho titlo givon to adopts amd initiates of cortain Europoan scheols,
It io o title which should bo appliod only to the Twelvo Initiatos who
comstitute the govorning body of an cccult order,

Buddhog

Tho Buddhos in tho East aro thoso who havo so spiritualized their conascicus-
noss that thoy aro capablo of functioning consciously upon the Buddhic plano.
The Maoho Buddhas aro thoso who have coneciousncss upon tho Nirvanic plomo, or
the Tifth world of the spiritunl univorse, From :  thoso lnst are drowm what
we commonly call the "World Savieras", A1l of tho World Saviore havo passod
through tho Schoole of Initiation, for thore is no othor way by which they
could socwro tho knowlodgo which thoy must possess beforo thoy are capable of
administoring to tho spiritual nocdes of o roce of people,.

Part 1l.

Whonevor an art or science is doveloped, thore aro o cortain numbter of por=
gond who os the rosult of concontrating thoir efforts and focussing thoir
morgios upon that eclenco roach o point of proficioncy which bringe thom
rocognition, Thoro aro but a fow groat mwicians, groat artiste, or groat
philosophors living at any cno time, ar’ wo rospoct and roveronco theso
shining lighte who stanl beforo tho world as modols of human oxcollonce. It
mttors little the lino of undortaking in which a porson is proficiont, for
thoro io as much & science and on art in. . driving o rivot as thoro is in
padnting o picture, It 1o tho gtato of oxcollonco that mam rovoros, Thoro
io somothing in the soul of overy creaturo tint socks porfocticn, All
human boinge aro etriving to reach a greator dogroe of profigloncy and make
greator uso of the powors which, lying around thom, await tho dkilled touch
of tho Mostor's fingore,

If this bo truo in the rmtorial arts am' ocionces ne wo soe thom about us,
thon ie it not aleo true of the spiritunl arte and seciencoa? Aro thare not
npprontd con 4n the School of Lifo as woll as in shipyards and shopsl  Are
there not master oraftemen in epiritual matters as thore are master craftsmen
among the builders of bridges anl the howers of stone? Are not the three

and divisione of human oraftsmanship equally applicable to the sciences of

o soul and the sclences of the body! There is no reason under the sun why
they should not bLe, and the trus stulemt of the science of living realizes *
that the analogy ie perfect botween the material arte and orafts and the
spiritual arte and crafte, anl that the laws which apply to ome control the

other aleo, 6
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As tho studomt of music crossos the ocoan to study with one whoso fingers
have broucht diving harmony from strings of stoel, sc the student of the
groat pyelories of lifo, in spirit or in body, crossos the ocoan of ignor-
meo to study at the fool of the uasters ol wiscom, whose fingors bring not
anly strings of stoeel to life brt alas play celesiial melodies upon the
strings of the human scul, If wo would bo a mastier of mam 'Wa must

learn from tho mastors of men, or &8 it is saic in ono of tho Apocrypha,

he vho would be a disciple of Christ must first become a disciplo of a
diseiple of Christ. Tf we would be masters of life and its problems, Wo
must learn from those who have lived lifo to the end. XTI we would oxeel

in the sciomcos of the soul, wo must leazn tham from those mster craftsmeon
who have slowly moulded the dark abyss of their own chaocs into & magnificent
arnd glorious character.

There are three grand divisions into whick each of the crafts of the world
is divided. They are thres steps which, like the Masonic ladder, lead
upward from ignorance to omn’poteacc, {rom perfect helplessness tc priect
helpfulness, In Masonry thcse divisions are called those of Entered
Apprentice, Fellos Craftsnan, am Lasater Lason, In this world there are
millions of apprentices in the various walks of 1life, and there are also
hundreds of thousands of fellow craftsmsn, but ouv of t1o seething mass of
strugegling human life only a few are raised in each age to the position
af Master Builders. Only a few find the ray of light wiich shines in the
darkness and climb upward aocve the bettle. The rest are contented to
labor am! to wait, plodding aloug in the darknoss of ignorance, even
denying the light which they do not understand.

There are three great paths cpen to mortals hero below by means of which
they may Achieve immoriality and attainment in those things which are
spiritusl and horor and reppoct in those things which are material. These
three are known as the threefold path which, like the gtrands of & braid,
wind in emd out amongst each cther, woaving a strong rope wp which man
may climb hand over hund to the 1light of truth. A11 who would reech the
goal of human superiority and spiritual supromacy puet walk this upward
path. No living thing can hope to Dbe greater than his arts, for they
are the expressions of the Divinity within himscelf. But perfection 1is
gained for mam when he has completed within himsolfl the living temple in
which he is enshrining his dreamd und his aspireticoms, Man's labor
glorifies him only when man glorifies his labors., When he crowns the
pumblest talk with accomplishmont it adorns him as & | preciow jewel,
The symbols of the threce paths arc:

1, A mother with a child in her arms,

9. A warrior clothed in armor anl mounted for battle.

3, A sage poring over his books and surrounded with

scientific instrumonts,

The mother with the child in her arms symbolizee the path of the ladenna,

Tt has as its idesl the Immaculate Concoption ard Divine parenthood.

In the Mystery Schools each liaster must appoint his successor axl the cme

whom he chooses is his philosophic son whom he educates and to whom he

literally gives birth, for through his Master the disciple is born into

spirituality and the invisible spheres of Nature, The symbol of this

path is weter, for those who toke it must purify themsclves ard must fom

of thomselves a molten sea capable of catching within its brazon basin the

Weters of Life, This may bo called tho Path of Duty, but horein duty has

become & joy. It is the way of the pystic, within whose noture has boen

born the Chriet-Child of tho soul, It is tho bath of mooknoss and of

love, of faithfulnoss and of trust, of beauty ard of compassion. Thoso

oo walk it slowly transuute the body until they roach that dogreo of puri-

fication in which the soul radictes from all parts of tho diseciple's nature,

surrcunding the body with thet same soft glow scon about tho head and form

of the Madonma. Meek, tender vays, the hand of friondship, unother-love

~ end fethor-protection mark this path, Those who walk it bring into the

mortal vale of tears a glorious star of hope anl 1ight. They carry in

‘their hearts tho samo child of radiant splondor thgi the Virgin bears in hor
., Those whe walk the way of servico and purity cannot go wrong, for

he path is bosct by  sorrows and dark clouds ofttimes obscure tho
1is way loads surely to the Divine heart ard preparos tho candidates
horo of groater and broader activity.

SO
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Tha warricr clothed in armor gymbolizes ‘thfl path ar;a.ct;g_f‘-w]ﬂ‘ﬁqﬁé‘?.
knights of old, the goul.. of man ri.08 oub cfﬂ}ﬂuur.rgﬁc regn S TRkR apd
This is the path of strength and of detormna® s O im tho shining armor of
aspiration, Armed with the gword of Truth, clothed 1A &' v the demons of
o purified and regemorated body, tho knight R n:ﬂyﬂﬂgunurac:n'.
darkness axd strike to tho hoart .Athe boasts QBB o soula go forth to
Like Lahengrin in the legonds of tho Grodil, tmaa_wuf-rli;* o who fights
right the wrongs of the world. Tho warrior mysf,lc_: lﬂth o .ati:: L Te %0
tva battles of the world, He ie tho worker. ~While ‘;mg is fighting
prayer ard the philosopher sits in contemplation, thﬂt kn E“mmﬂ trao. T
the battlos which mako this world & place “mm.c'mm‘s %&ﬂ- and the warrior
mystic labors with his hoart, tho philosopher vith bis UEC eSS

with his Mmnds,

] . . t-
Tho sageé poring ovor his books is gynbolic cf_’ thhf thinkor. Tho w ;%dtﬁ:ﬁ
have its workors anpl it must havo those who 1nﬂglig t?ulﬂizkmﬁgé P

: phi 2pst koonly fools tho woish o ife, .
B e iwe J A th 1i§c-.., and knowlcdgo brings

' 10W3 1lifoe the moro ho SYQ athizes wik : : .
Ezdﬁﬂ. ufﬂna by enoe the naticng of tho onrth are buriod by thg:r philo=
sophors, for the thoughtless milliond will not 1151.'rl2.m to _thﬂ voice of .
counsol. Deop in moditatiom, the sape seoks to unite hmgalf for a momen
with tho mind of the Infinito, thinking thoughts an! dreaming dreams no
mortal deres to think., 8o pnidat his Dooks or arong thq narrow circle of
his - - pupils the sage sproads the wisdon of his God while tl.u:u nystlc
whispsys of His mercy. Only tho philosopher can know, ovoin 1n part -_thﬂ
thoughts of his God., Only the mystic can fecl the ha:-.r'!: throbs of has
Divine Father, Tho path of p hilusophy will somotime bring men closor to

nis God through teaching man the Ways of Gud. Surroundod by his disciples
the philosophor Sows seads into the mindg ¢ men end while he may not live
tn see the plant bear fruit, through tne ages growth goes on and to=
mor row will reap the harvest, In tho ages to coms races them unknaown 1{:111
listen to his words. Children then unborn will light their rloame at his
lemp, for the work of tho philosopher is to romove the wvoil of the umknown .
beforc which the mystic must knoel in prayudr. Each ottains his ond - one
in thought, ons in works, and the other in prayer.

Those tlr ee ore the ncblo paths by which all ereatures gain parfection,
Within each living soul arg threo powers, ench striving for expression,
gach capable of bringing closer the day of hunen liberation, each in its
own way capable of sorving man to his apttairmert. And those who aspire to
mastery rust learn of theso threo jrmortcl powers hidden within their coils
of c¢lay, which wait patiently to be given exprossion that thoy may irmortal-
ize the creature within those naturc thoy exist. Those who would truly

be with the immortals snd desire to becane mastors of the science of the
soul rust realize that the greatest of all wisdon is to walk all three of
these paths as one, for only in all is completion. Theo Masters of the
Craft of Soul-Building are those who have built from the baso substances of
their own being Glorious temples for the worship of Divinity. They have
cultivatod these three sparks in their own naturocs and lmve walked the
threefold path firmly amnd censistontly to the end of attainmont,

Knowledge comos only to those who pruparo themselves to receive knowledge,
for the Lord will enter into the temple only when the templo has beon
prepared according to His directiom, The price of lknowledge is rospon=-
sibility aml those who are unwilling to shoulder their burdons should not
sock illupineticn, for it would be thoir undoing if thoy discovered it,
Upon the realization of this depends the growih and developremt of theo
student of occultism, The powers & disciple receives are only loaned to
him, , He is accountable to his Croator for the use ho makos of oach of
them, and unless they are applied according to the instruciions of ihe
Groat Teacher, the studenmt will foil in his task, and instoad of growing
will dostroy himself. The Voil of the Unknown nust forovor hang botwoon
the pillars of the teuple, concealing the Intorior until, with tho sword of
his own spirit fire, the stwent con rond 1t in twoin.
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Tho Mastoers of Wisdom are not swporphyeichl boings, nor phould woe viow
than os gods - nor ovon domigeds, Thoy aro but Craftsmen from the world

of mon, who havo romchod a littlo closer towards tho goal than wo have .
Thoy have live# tho lifo cnd havo loarno! to kuow the doctrino. Thoy are
dovoting their egoic ovolution to ihe parfoction of cortain qualitios anc
.powers and stani a little above the average inddividunl. Compared
to men, they are a little godlike, but caapared to God they arc only a
éhort woys atove men, In their varying degrees and teunperaments, they
are just as human as wo arc, abut they arv old in oxpurienco, which in
occultiam is the meusuroment of ego, In tho Yeetorn warld, myatics refor
to theso anlightonod onos as "Elder Beothora®, for mysticisn rocognizos oo
bond, ono rolationship, nnl this bond amd rolationship ie that of umivaor- .
sal brothorhood, All things groator than man thuy ¢nll "Eldor Brothors .
All things loss than man thoy coll "Y oung or Brothors". Tn thdinking of tho
Mestors wo should roalizo that onch one of us may bo whot thoy aro, for
thoy have nll bost what wo arc. Thoy aru mado from no bottor mold nor
finor otamp, but aru dicmends; in fact, they arc cellod diamond eouls,
for like dinmonds, thoy have boen cut wml faucotod by their agoa ol
oxporionco,

In order to holp those of tho human racoc who atill woandor in darknoss and

ignoranco, thoso fow who have soon the groat Light of Truth roturn ago
aftor age to labor with nankind and help thon to attain to that stoto of
undorstanding which glorifios the untiro. Thoao Mostors are, in truth,
tho Lords Eloet. Ench gf tho kinstors of Wisdom is on o dif foront path,
but cach is laboring for tho good of the whola, rogardloss of color, race
or erosd. Tho lnstors strive togother for o singlo ond = tho ettodnpent
of wisdom by the emtirc human reec., Like loving paronts, the initiates
point out tho way and try to oaso tho path for thoir youngor brothron,
Tho only way thot human eroaturcs con learn the will of tho Divino is for
ono of their own kind who hos .attoined to cano back and toll thom of tho
woy of otteimcomt, Tho Divino compassion of the Gods pouring os a stromm

through the hoorte of thoso who hawvoe achivvod unity with thoir highor
noturos sonds thoso Eldor Brothors back into tho battle of 1lifo to roscuwo

leas fortunato onos who havo found the path of life too hard omd who hnvo
cithor follon by the way or aro wandoring about lost in the darknoss, The
one who goos forward for himsclf alenoc doos not roach tho highost goal,
It is those who bring with thom to cttainwent othor croaturos who roap

most from thoeir laobors,

Tho Maetors of Wisdom do not deosirc the worship of non nor do thoy wont
mon's vonoraticn, Thoir hocrts oro overjoyod whon wo just liston to the
advieco thoy have to give amd will loern to profit by it, Mon's duty is
to rospoet thoso Eldor Brothors, but ho must not rpko idols of them. Thoy
ask nothing of man but tho privilego of cocporating with huonnity that tho
roces may attain poro ropidly thom thoy could alone. Mon hos tho privi-
loge of offoring himsolf to bo uscd by theéso hipghor oncs in thoir work of
aproading light an! truth., Vhun ho trkos this living snerifico of his
own 1lifo to thom, mon takes the first otop townrd his own nastorship,

Although mony of for thomsolvos, but o fow aro anccoptod, for it is only
thoso who aro usoful and intolligont in tholr daily living who oaro of
voluo to thomeolves or to anyono vlac,

Ono of tho soddeet forms of docoption preocticcd in Black kaglie is that
which is not uncoumon in tho occult world todoy - tho nisusc of tho comcopt
of Mostors for tho attnincont of porsmal oncs, Hot only aro thoro a
gront mony people imperscnating or trying to Imporsonot 0 the Groat Toenchors :
but thoro are a still groator nunbor who elrdn to bo recoiving ricssagos
from or ncting undor tho diroction of thosd Exaltor Brothors, A groct
nupbor of tho toachinge pwported to como from tho knstors aro frbrications
of tho imagination, and in all too many cnsos downright folsohoods,  Aftor
considoring rmny of thoeo so-cnllod authontle roports, wo are forced to the
gonclusion thet the kostors oro hopolossly ignoront concerning somo of tho
most simplo truths which tho ayorage school child ahould know, or olso the
moseogoe purportod to como from thom aro uet awhontie, Wo prefor to
accopt tho lattor thoory ae boing more logienl and rational, in the light
of tho groot wisdom that thoeo Exaltod Brothors hove actually given tho
human roce of various times, All 1s not gold thnt glittors nor ia overy-
ono with o giftod tonguo illuninatod, Tho roason why thoro is so much
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tho oxistopcd of the Groat auu.-:hm:s is

rthy Ao cunonts ond tonchings attributed to

be gulliblo nor gon he af ford 'f:a::u be
: With an opon mind ,

controvorsy concorming
bocouso of the gpurious ond UnWo
thom, An gtoultist sonnot offord to

jtical :
Fott 84 copAl ! intolligent oparntion, ooch problem must be

o coapeb i
ok il ings aro often not what thoy soen to bo. 1his

anolyzed for jteolf, for th y
' It should bo unnoucessary to 8&Y¥ ror €.

puwledge wh ich

individual accorcing g the lines of

Nature pakes use of every S
that individual posSBessos, for every Creg e ou :
familiar things. When ihe Hasters choose their disciples they assign to

anch a labor which it is reasonably certain he can acconmplish intelligently.
A eanlidate is not given imowledgs by initiation; he i8 nerely showm hoW
to use most wisely the knowledge which he already possessss. If the
2isciple knows the human body as the result of medical training, he can be
ugsed in thoge problens which involve and require & inowledge of the hunan

body., The fine art of spiritual hoaling in the majority of cases 18
practiced by individuals without the slightest concept of how this nmyster-
1t , they often do more

jous creature, man, ijs put together. As a resu

harm than good whem trying ts panipulate the influence unknown elements,
If we have learned %o think thoughts that are valuable to men, our minds
will be used and we shall be instructed as to how our thoughts may be

of still greater value to & still greater number of persons. The
feculties and talents which we gvolve are what we actually of fer to tha
Masters whon we of fer oursclves, anl we are useful to the same

dogree that we hove aceomplished things arl evolved centers of conscious=
ness within oursclves. Wheon wo develop qualities useful to the plan of
Neture anl osscntial to the good of our follow creaturos, wo shall then be
accepted by tho Mastors of Wisdon, Wo shall bo taught how to incroasse
tho longth of our lives that the world nay bemefit lomger fron our accom=
plishmonts. Why should a porson want to live forover or even for a fow
hundrod yoars unless ho noand to bonofit others by his living?! What
right has pan to live whon ho is no longor usoful? Mevertheless
if all men wore to live only for that span of tipe during which they
contributed to the growth and devolopment of others, the lives of many

would be short indeed.

At any time wo 8o dosire, we may take tho path which in time will leed us
to Mastery, We may by sincere desiro como clpse te those Elder Brothers
who guard anl guide the destinios of nen, Conscientious endeavor in
whatover walk of life wo find ourselvos will ultimmtely lead to excellence
snd exccllence in any line of encdeaver, bo it swooping streots or digging -
ditches, is the mark of mastery, When we have & power or faculty -
du'llrul_ﬂpﬂd tl::ruugh ages of labor to a point of oxtreme excellence, that
ability ontitlos us to know the Nasters, ‘fhon wo dodicato our abilit

to the unselfish dewolopmont and unfoldment of all things, then we aray
Iar:.r close to the Mastors, When we have studied &t t-hai;' foot and have
ir;amu:dffrom them the propor use of that powor or faculty, then the time
Etﬁg L ar ;ff when we shall bo admitted to that innor circle of Illumin=-
oy wuri: :ﬂem :: shall ningle with thoso who at varicous timos since

o i_nmrtuli%;f vo reached that point of oxcollency which ontitles men



