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THE MASTERS.
Part One.

Manly P. Hall

The Philosophy of Mastery.

A MASTER I8 ONE WHO EXCELS IN THE SCIENCE OF EEING.

Wherever there is an art or science developed there are a certain
number who exceél in it through concentrating their efforts and focal-
izing their energies upon it. There are master craftsmen in every
work in the conerete world. Having served long aprrenticeship, their
experience has given them a fin& touch, a certain something undefin-
able yet ever present in those who arc familiar with and in harmony
with the labors they perform. Many people spend thousands of dollars
and travel great distonces over land and sea to study at the feet of
a master ecraftsman. There are but few master artists, master musicians
or true philoeophers in the world at eny one time and we respect and
revercnce these shining lights who stond before the world as the acme
of human excellence. It matters little the line of the underteking
for there is as much science and art in driving & rivet as there is
 in painting a masterpiece. There is something in the soul of man
that seeks perfection and the adjustment of human endeavor with cosmic
possibility.

If these things be true in material living, as we see it is, then
why is it not also true in spiritual mattera? Are there not appren~-
tices in the school of life as well as in shipyards and in shops? Are
there not master craftsmen in spiritual things as there are among
puilders of bridges and hewers of stone? Are not the three grand
divisions of human croftsmanship equally applicable to the sciences
of the soul as to the sciences of wood and stone? There is no reason
under the sun why they should not be and the true student of the
scicnce of being realizes that the analogy between human 1ife and the

divine plan is perfect..

So as the student of music crosses the ocean to study with one
whos$ fingers heve brought strings of steel to life, the pqpil of
things occult, in spirit or in body, crosses the ocean of ignorance
+to study at the feet of the Masters of Wisdcm_whﬂse fingers bring not
only strings of steel to 1ife but play celestial melodiessupon the
strings of the human soul. If we would be a master of men, we must
1earn from the Masters of Men; if we would be masters of life and its
sroblems, we must learn from those who have lived it to the ond; i;
e would excel in the science of the soul, we must learn it from the
Master Craftsmen who are slowly molding the dark abyss of chaos into

the glorious garden of the Lord.

The Noble Threefold Way.

e crafts of the world there are three grand divisions which
divigg Egncrancﬂ from omnipotence, three steps which, like the lasonic
ladder, lead from nelplessness upward to self realization. In material

afts'thﬂ"ﬂ' ape the apprentices, the workmen and that glorious master
:;1ftgmﬂﬁ “he towers above all others. In this world therec are millions
O apprentices in the verious walks of 1ife and hundredalff"thﬂusﬂnda
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There are three gﬁ&b‘ paths open to mortals here below by which
they may achieve immortality in things spiritual end honor and respect
t0 tlings raterial. These three are called the Noble Threefold Feth
"hich winde ix and out amidst the clouds of cheos and finally brings
“nioer With the light of truth. Let us now consider this upward path
which “ll tust wellk if they would reach the goal of human superioritvy
and spiritual supremacy. HNeo living thing ean hope to be grecrter
than his urts for his arts are the exprescicne of his God. But
perfection is grined when he perfecta within himself a consciousness
capable of €xpressing his dreams, Man's lebors glorify him only when

he glorifies his labors - end vwihen he ¢rowns the humblest task it
adorns him ns n pracious jewel. ‘

The Thres Paths.

The Way of the Madonna:

The path of the Immaculate Conception and divine parenthoed
la one of these most noble ways and we may say of those who take it -
they are washed in the waters of purification. It may be called the
path of duty but only when duty has hecome a Joy. It &3 the path of
the mystic within whose being hies been born the ohrist-ehild of the
soul. 1t is the path of meelness and of love, of f~itkfuiness ond
of trust, of beauty nnd of compnssion. It slowly transmutes the one
who wrlks 1t until in body ~nd in soul hée is purified until he
rodiates the same soft glow that surrounds tho hecd of the Madonna.
'cek, tender wanys, the hand of friendship, the mother love nnd the
fother protection marks his path. Those vho welk it in this world
“re in truth bringing into this vale of broken thinge a glorious atny
°f hope cnd light; they carry in their henrts the same c¢hild of
radiance that the Virgin carries in her nyms. Those who walk the
uty of service ard purity ean not go wrong for, though the path is
Jeset by sorrows and thé dark clouds ofttimes obscure the light, this

way lends surely to the Master's heart and prépares the way fopr
better things.

Tha Way of the Sagoe:

As the world must heve its workers, sc it must have its
thinkers who through the ages inspire mén to nobler works and bury
oneé by one the notions of the earth (for it is a great truth thet all
teoples are buried by their philosophers.) Deep in meditetieon the
snge oeems to unite himself for a moment with the mind of the Infin-
1te, thinking thoughts anddreaming dreams no mortal dares to think.
So amid his books or among his pupils the sage spreads the wisdom of
nis God while the mystic whispers of His merey. Onlvy the rhilosonhep
com wnow the thoughts of the Divine and only the mystic can feel the
hesrt-throbs of his God. This second noble way of the sage will
some dry bring man closer to the realization of his God through the
Inmowletdga of the ways of the Almighty. Surrounded by his pupils, the
philosopher is sowing sesads he may not live to see bring fruit but
through the ages that are to follow the hervests are gathered ard tha
work goes on; people then unknown listen to his words; children thon
unborn are lighted by his lamp. For the work of the philosopher is
to ramove the veil of tho unlmorm before which the mystic must kneel
in preyer. Each sttairs his end — one in thought, the other in
prayer. CUne proys to his Ood by showing man His works; the nther by
hringing=souls to offer on tha Altar.



The Way of the Warri:

Then comes that path wh .
mi P ieh is movm as action. Like the
ﬂlaghghgrdgld the soul of man rides out conquering and to conquer, to
the heart n?ﬂgg of darkness and with the sword of light to strike =2t
world. While tﬂ beasts of passion. The warrior is the worker of the
miaihe Mile the mystic kneels in prayer and the philosopher sits
which mak 8 of his reasoning, the warrior is fighting the bettle

€3 the world 2 place vhere dreams may come true. The mystic

labors with hi
worrior with hisfﬁigg;.the BRIt s Imawledge, and the

And these three are the most noble paths by which all perfection
%:rpgiﬂiblﬁ‘ #ithin each living soul are these Three, each striving
crch iprﬁiainn, esch capable of bringing closer the day of liberation,
it n his own way sceking to save his world by the only powsrs that
Ehnla his ovn to know. And those who aspirc to mastery mast learn of
: anhlmmnrtnla hidden within their coil of clay who wait pationtly

S tﬂ? onnortunity of immortslizing the geormont that they wear.

Those who would be with the Immortels and bocome masters of the
science of the soul must walk all thesc paths as onc, for only in oll
is complotion. The masters of the craft of the soul are the ones who
with fingers numbled with expericnec built from the basc substance of
their ovn being o glorious dwelling place. These threc immortal
spnrks within man's being glorify cach the other when they walle their
naths in companionship toward the. truc end of all things.

The Attainment of Mastcry.

Knowledge comes only to those who préparc themselves to rcceive
it for the Lord will only entcer the templc that is preprred rs He has
directed it. The price of knowledge is rcsvonsibility rcnd those
unwilling to shoulder burdens must not gzcale illumination. Upon the
reanlization of this truth rests the great steps of occultism. The
powers tnnt the student receives arc only losned to him; he is accoun-
toble to o Greatcr for them and unless each is applied to its fulnecss
the student fails in his task. The veil of the unknown mast remain
forever bofore the gates of the temple until with the sword of his
ovn spirit fire thc student can rond it.

The Masters of Wisdom.

The Mmsters are not supcrphysieel beings but are Craftsmen from
the world of men who have renchcd the goal we are all scoking. Thoy
have lived the life ond jearnad to lmow the doctrine. They hove
devoted their egoic cvolution to t1c nepfection of certoin quﬂ}itles
and powcrs and thercfore stand hend nnd shouldcrs abave_thm iv%vﬁg?
individunl. Comparocd to mcn, they are gods but comparcd to uﬂﬂ‘thtﬁﬁ
areé only o Btep nbové mén. In their varying degrees ;nuy_;rE_EL%Eﬁru
hum&ﬂ ne wl‘: ~Te hut, t‘iu_,‘i'hl" nre U'l'ﬂ L1l l.'.'}{{'lﬂ.'r'lx.":'r“;l'_".{! 1-'.rhlf'.]..'. 18 Tila Il 31:::.:1
ment of age. We cnll them the Elder Ercﬁhcrﬁ. ﬂEncgqencﬁnf ufﬁm": »E
whnt thoy are for thoy hnave rll becn what we npi'ﬁafng uﬁm ?ZJEHFZS“
no better mold or finct stomp but arc diamonds polished througl 2ges

nf conscious decvelopment.
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for E“:ingiﬂﬂgia Hﬂgardlua: of color, race or caste, they strive
ease the path £ . Like loving parents they come to point the way and
keiow can leprnur their younger brethern. The only way thet those
has gone g et of tho Diving is for onc of their own people who
of the gods ¢ to return and tcll of the way. The divinc compossion
sends thom ﬁagiuiing through the hearts of thosc who have attainod,
the wey. The nto tho battle to roscue othors who have fallon by
but those wh one Who goes forwerd for himself alone gocs nowhers,
who would assist the woaker gain all.

but Eﬂzigﬂﬁgﬁrﬂﬁﬂf Wlisdom ask no worship from man, no vencration,
they have t e are overjoyed when we will just listen to the words
ilols of thﬂ say., Mon's duty is to rogpect thom but not to mnke
cooporote Lo They ask ncthing of us but it is our vrivilege to
o0 Di“ﬂffWIth them for the advinecment of all. Mon has the privil-
may go o ering himself to these Masters that theo work of salvntion
BtcpEEuwﬁ'd When he makes this living sacrifice he trkos the first
nzes tcdh§ s his own mastersiip. Mony offor themsclves but fow and
571?F o or it is only thoso who ~r¢ useful ard intelligent in thclr

231y living who nro of wvelue in the plan,

The mere fnet thot we ore good dees not moke us eligible. We
T“Et be profieient in sﬂmﬂthing. If we lmow the humen %ndy we ¢nn
;ngﬁrntﬂ with the Masters in healing, if we ¥now the laws of being
1}‘xugh us the Masters con give them to the world, while the thoughts
E:+;-u 70ds flow through the brain of the thinker. But if we lmow
pothing ebout snhything we are vseless Tfor man's wvalue 1is based upon
his cttninments and rccomplishmonts. "hen we develop quelitics
useful in the plan the powers that be will accept us; but we rust
surselves make the first move by qualifying to serve with ¥mowledge,

judgment and compnssion. /

~ lie moy toke the path cny time we will that lcads us to mastery.
io may join those Elder Brothers who gunrd and guide the destiny of
men when we reénslize that the key to mastery is effort. Conscientious

andesvor in whetover walk of life we may be lceds to gxecllones —
and excellenceé in eny line, bc it sweeplng atrecets or digeging ditchcs,
Whon we have a gift or power, developed

is the merk of mastery.

through thc ages tc greet execllence, that quelity entitles us to
imow the Masters. And vhen we dodieatc that gquality to the unsclfish
dovelopment of the world we cre then vory close to the Masters. When
we have learned of thom the proper uac of thot qunlity, the time is
not far off when we will be admitted to.that inner circle whore
those are vwho have excclled since the boginning of the world.

(To be continued.)
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