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FUNDAMENTAL ERRORS IN MODERN OCCULTISM.
(And their Remedy)

Manly P,Hall

Fundamontal Differences between Modern Qccultism nnd Anclent Wisdom.

The ancient mmsters taught theot the attainment of wisdom was the
result of gradually unfolding the verious centers of consclousncss and
attuning them to the vorious worlds of Noturc. This proccss was carri-
e¢d on under the personal inatruction of a tcocher who consocroted
himself to the needs of cach individual studcnt and assisted cach ace-
ording to his own needs. Nothing was rcvenled to the seeker that he
had not properly preparcd himself for, ond in this was his sanity,
health and poise--maintoined through many very trylng expcrienccs.

Onc of the greatest fundamental errors of today 1s the idea that
the temple hns thrown upon its doors and that sage nnd fool alike mn
¢nter. Some fools have entered and ecome out again raving manines a
bobbling idiote. THE WAY IS FOR THE FEW who are willing to labor for
it, and not for the many who soek it for whet it can give them, Many
times one student has said to another, "I think it is very wrong to
have secrets, and if I am n child of God what right has man to kecep me
out of Ged's temple?” Somo students become vory angry when they are
told that there are doors that they must not try to open., They want
toc be freec from all bonde and limitations. They do not realize that
the only reason thot thcy are not permitted to enter is that they would
be destroyed by their own shortcomings. MODERN OCCULTISM IS IN MANY
CASES TEACHING MAN THAT HE CAN HAVE ANYTHING THAT HE WANTS, AND DO AMNY-
THING THAT HE WISHES TO. They say thot a God of love will not cllow
them to be injured and that they will be guded, ete., every partiecle
of which teaching is wrong. Man cannot safely eclaim anything that he
has not earned, He cannot safely go anywhere exccpt wherc he carrics
his letters of introduction, nor can a God of love prevent him from
burning himgelf if he plays with firc. Evoryone 1s not privileged to
have the truth, everyone is not privileged to see the 1light. Only thos.
may enter the Temple of Wisdom who have prepared themselves according
Lo the Law. You may attend all the classes that you wish to but any
teacher who offers you Truth without long years of preparaticn, or
promises to take you into the tomple until you have made yourselfl wor-
thy to enter therein is himself a fool and a murderecr, for those he
takes 1in will never live %o come out again. Mony modern occult teach-
ers wlith thelr developing exercises, meditatlons, ete., 1ike the Piper
of Death, are leading thelr students to destruction, and man, seeking
wisdom, follows--dancing and laughing--to his own doom. The m swer is
plain. Seek not that which you have not prepered yourself for and ask
for nothing save that which you know that you have honestly earned.
Each muet bulld his own temple of initiation, the temple of his own
801l , ralsed without the voles of workmen or the sound of hammers.
When this is done, the epirit of the great Initiator will enter it and
lead the atudent to the feet of the Liberator, There 18 no other SAFE
Wi Heste is fatal,

Repnunciation as & Faetor in Soul Growth.

Among satudents of Modern QOcecultism there 18 an idea prevalent that
ieg hopelesaly erronftusa. It ls elmply this--that if they wlll rénouncce
everything and become splritual studente, that God will take care of
them. The anclent Wisdom never taught 4 poor man was more virtuous
than a rich m#.® Therc i8 no ain in posseasing thipgs. The orime 1s
in the use of the things posesessged, The thinge that the students must




aracter which wealth and luxury is
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but rather those habits, inclin-
'  are some things that must be renounced--none
pos: ong, but rather attitudes:

nec of possession. MNothing in the universe is yours.
. Ou are loaned many things but poe sess none of them.
- Renounce your right to judge and rule others., This is a thing
-~ which you taken upon yourself, which rightly belongs to
= 'tlhﬂ Enﬁﬂ Elﬁnﬂ-,
Renounce your life and the world you live in, realizing that honor

i8 above all things--PLAY THE GAME OF LIFE FAIRLY WHILE
YOU ARE IN IT.

Of course in the last analysis God never ceases to care for His
children, but many feel, as did the prophet of old, that the manna of
their dally neceds is golng to fall down from heaven, This 12 undoubt-
edly one of the main reasons why occultism is looked upon with askance
by many people. They see that it on}y produces failures in this world.
It produces people who Beg for their meals, try to find someone to pay
Ltheir rent, and go around day aftcr day without a dime in their jeans.

Many students have an idea that they are highly advanced because they
are broke, but this is not the case, and 1t is not right to make others
subport you or shirk your responeibilities because you are studying
things supernatural. Another great mistake for which people suffer

every day is the idea that when the ¢t something,Bod has given it to
rr—. J B »

God did nothing of the sort. Some poor person right here on
earth dug down into hia pocket and shared with the student the fruitage
of honest toil. Every individual who does not work for themselves can
only secure wages when some other poor creature goes out and earns it.
Modern @caultism seems to produce trained beggars who honestly convince
themselvea that they have a right to anything that other people have,

It also seems that our "spiritual students" have lost the power of
8tick-to-itiveness. They are sky-walkere in every sense of the term,
No matter where you put them, you cannot depend upon their being there,
and they break their word perpetually. Most of all, they will not
accept responsibility. They will not fall into the ranks of tife and
8tand side by side with creation. They seem to feel that they are too
good fo do the labors of ordinary mortals, The majority are not prac-
tical, far from systematic, and without the cone-pointedness which
builds for success. They have been told they are one with God, conse-
quently they are entirely too good to mis with men.

From all walke of life come the reports that new-thought students
make the poorest possible employees. They cannot seem to take orders,
and regardleas of how little they know they firmly believe that every-
body ought to listen to them. Most of them are very self-centered
neecdlpgss to say, and have such firmly set ideas on how everything ought
to be done that they will not and do not cooperate with any existing
system. This ia very unfortunate. They should express the best that
the race is, but instead of that they demonstrate plainly that, with
Eiven authority, they would soon destroy everything.

New Thought, in the majority of casesa, 1as a battle of personallities.
Each 1little group standing by and swearing by a personality and idol-
izing a teacher, but few il any getting the actual kernel odit of the
problem. Every little while there is war in metaphysics when the
devotees of conflicting luminaries tear thelr hair over the omnipotence
of thelr respective teachera. 1If there ie ildolatry and paganism any
where in the world today, it is among those people. Each one of them
look upon their teacher as a god incarnate and bow down low to kiss the



rment. | nk they recognize the personified spirit
f ir "1ittle struggling human crec¢ature who is

pesage to the world. OSix months of this, surrounde
who have gushed seven times a week for years, wi

: sd fool or & raving moniac out of almost anybody, mnd

; iciously the studente destroy by their own foolishness and cheap

~ veneration many young teachers who might otherwise have been valucble
- workers. '

Another trouble ie that these "teachers" are mostly wandercrs--
travelling from one city Lo another. students cannot follow them all
over the country, so the result is a new teacher every day. He belier
this will make him broadminded but the trouble is his mind 1s mot big
enough to digest all the conflicting stories--the rcsult is he goes
insane, or gete so he can't think at all, Ploces where this cndless
kedlidescope is found become perfect Babels, for if there ever was o
confusion of tongues it ie there. Its vibratlons are forty-eleven
times cris-crossed, until the thing becomes a spiritual hash, undefin-
able, and unmentioncble. People who 1live on this hash become as hash-
ified as their source of nourishment. Their minde are nixed up, their
souls are mixed up and their statemcnts are mixed up, and they mistake
this complication for intelligence md decide that,(not knowing what
they are) they must be great souls, illuminated and inspired.

@reat minds will seldom allow themselves to be involved in this
maelstrom. There are some honest ones who are trying to unravcl this
myetic maze and get people on their feet again. The average metaphy-
siclan hears so much, reads so mudi, thot he has 1ittle time to think,
and having no actual foundation to stand on except the shlfting sands
of n thousand different opinions, he has mo rock upon which to build
his house. Of course it is very hard for a person just entering thesec
lines of thought to make his decision omidst a2 hundred dissenting
creeds and fashions. In the majority of cases he just listens vo all

of them and accepte all of them and the result 1s soon contradictory,
temperamental, uncertain and irrational, as would naturslly be expect-
ed under such conditions. Occultism should not be studied in this
way. You must have your rock before you start to build, one that can
not be outgrown. Realizing that without a more intelligent systen
than this failure is inevitable, a few metaphysicians are working to
remedy the problem. This failure is not &n individual disaster alone,
but becomes a racianl disaster. The seeds of shiftlessnees grow like
weeds and thesc people in whom the practical side of thelr natures har
been strangled, innoculate thousands of others with similar ideas,

Many of you have read the stofy of 2 man without a country and of
how e longed to see and hear some word from the nation he had betrayce
Among our metaphysicians there are many who have no god, no faith, anc
no spiritual guidance. They pride themselves upon thelr independence,
they feel that because they have left the orthodox churches they have
made a great step forward, but many of them have stepped from the
frying pan into the fire. They are more norrow, creed-bound, and
autoeratic in thelr hetrodoxy than they were in their orthoddéXy. They
do not realize ond they do not understand, They cloaim to know thelr
god but the diety they have found is too complex, too tremendous. for
their poor little minds, So it produces the new thought fervor--that
apiritual fanaticism--the same sort of feeling thatl sweeps over a graew
evangelistic revival. It seems that it 1s very casy to becconc obsessc
with the spirit of new thought in metaphyeics. Pecople become absorbed
by it, they give everything to i, glve up thelr families, neglect
their children, sell their property, and cense Lo live as men and
women to become blinded followers of 2 light greatly nmagnified by thel
own religious fervor. It is very sad, because fanatics never think,
thercfore are ineapable of learning anything.
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leat Lth realization of divine power, and not a few of our
ern students are in thet condition, They mean well, they

: - to the higheet, but they feel that there is this great power

- hanging over their heads, and that they must do somcthing with it,

- Bometimes the rc¢ligious fanatic cries, waves his arms in the oir and
~yells, perchance he rolls down the sawdust trail or chews the corner
of the Eulpit stand. But these are not a sign of true religion--they
are just emotional excesses wherein man, the thinker, turns the ruler-
lhlﬂ.uf his being over to his sentiments, pnssions, emotions and
pent up feelings. Most of these new thought etudents are therefore
nervous wrecks, living on the cedge £ll the time, and quivering inside
incessantly with the excitement coused by the cmotiocnal awe and wonder

of thelr new-found God. They are thus inecapuble of any really intell-
igont decision on problemes of importance.

We tell you these thinga, not in the spirlit of criticisem or jest,
but as the doctor who advises his patients.-stating scilentific facts
which he knowa are true which the patient may accept or reject at will,
Ae one who carries certain responsibilities in this 1line of work, it
18 necessary as part of my duty to explaln these things. Many of our
dear friends are not doing the things they should do, are not making

the growth they should make, because of the fact that their systcms
hove been broken, thelr concentration dispersed to the four winds, and

; tical and gumptional outlook on 1life destroyed by metophy-
raining. We do not want you to fcel that you are not warned.

True met sles 18 o boon to humanity, but that phose of it where
& thousand different cults are exploded by fifty different people,
one on top of the other, to a group of persons incapable of judging
the morit of them, we condemn as being unsafe, unsane, and unsatisfact-

ory.
s
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(These notes contain a number of errore in grammer and runctuationy-
due to the fact they are Just notes from the lectures, not yet edited)




