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THOUG METAPHYB] AND PSYCHOLOGY
Manly P. Hall
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Hff51reat1g:“ Tforces capable of molding human con-
et ¢ 8 outlined by one who is capabl Fhi
= __"-:.,:._-. orcen. Thl'."rl:‘ Arce oo t- npd v ﬂr
ves, by foll rtaln methods outlincd
+VCB, owing vhic by
. [ h man may lcarn :
B¢ subtle and i o govern the
S abu1 nvisible forces of tlr superphyod
Ve in modern world affairs. A gl o
energies and . peroson capabloe
B it1ca nd making them work for him to any
- ﬁa Magician, or more corrcctly a Maoguo, or
& t."h peraon who paspcs through the school out-
i :ﬁdand who gradually comea into theasc powers
Pk ’ later an Inltiate, who tekes hls placc !
cate thelr newly acquired powers to the |
sters wark slowly bu service of
8 ena Y t those who finally acqulrc after
o ages, of consclientious applieation and pur1r1-'
_ ii=7r:;'£h¢“" be trusted with them and pecldom fall
o u§£ There 18 only one way of preventing
e 1 a e great danger that confronts onc who
BT the nto a position of authority, and that is that with
: '“'13fif-'£;;r ftaclf thero must be alpo born in man o real-
o e g hitr, and an understanding of naturc'n plen oqual
oy 7*“ﬁi '- . 8, 60 that consciously and willingly the soul
L ggom “that force to tho service of good, Powcr brings cgotlem
. I‘hgg Ingﬂrilpﬂnlihiltty to tho old. Nearly all who spond n
s bl tilg rn Moetaphysics come out broken in mind and body, aclf
i ﬁn:tr‘nt ats, who do not know where they arc mentolly, have lont
i : 1! o work and wander from one teacher to another pearching
B s hnn: edge until at last the insane asylum or the stale grave-yard
.. .%;};:11::niitThay no longor have the power of thinking for thempelven
: e little puppy doge every one who has a peouliar opinlon,

The First Groat Dapger--Opinions.

Opinlone are not factas. Put the :

» majority of Metaphyplolans exprean
t%;: as such and there is no earthly need of such an pttitude. All are
o entes together, the teacher and the follower, and when the inptruo=
tor dogmaticnlly states that thin 1a so and that is not eo, or the

Bible meant this, and not that, he gpoaks with authority on A pubjeot
which to him ma

about which he has no information aave an opinlon be
reasonable but not to anyone clae. The groat wlnénm of tho world {n
not in the hands of pupar-opinionatod papaona. Nop does Lt come by
hunches. It has itis paprescntativen in the world but they are not
gushy perasonsg or rattlebraings but silent dignifled tonchers whone

mopsage is true beoausc Loy have 1ived every ling of 1Le rules thom-
Lt proves

pelvep, The anclont wipdom doen not need to bo praven,

iteelf upon application. Dub the endluss contradietions whieh eonfront
the students of metaphyslos san never be provan or aoouptud by thinklng
individuala, If metaphysico would admit that ib 18 an opeh forum for
opinions and nothing 61so 'the public would bo proteoted, but eash of
the moores of contradioting phillosophers thal 00mpoRY it alaim bo have

the truth, the whole truth and nothing but Lhe Lk b, pruvlnt thile
prpwh i ﬁnurili
o

olaim by trying o deaoch thoip own ideas Lo others .ﬁ'
soeking not for 1deas but the baso rook of pommon Ben o Upon whi oh
build a permanent atruoture, Looking over A HE 1of of advortipementa
L out g; N hers along this 1ino during the 1465 Paw Joars,
ing to oo peol some af them for youd. The firel one payii
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R RS RN ON YOURRSRMERNES & success." It sounde
' go0d, but an anal-
Yals of the ¥y of the first part will show that the individual did
o self but had some ideas on the subject., If his ad had been
hnuﬂntliazrittan, it would have read something like this: "I have some
ideas a t success I do not know whether they will help you or haot,

ou q&ﬁhgga.mr Permisgion to come and hear me talk about them."

rmfiJﬂuﬂ reads something like this:

2 Fourth Dimension Found" by John Doe. "Come and hear this remark
ipeaker, ete." Here again fancy is passed off for fact. John
_ﬁyﬁﬂ slightest idea what the fourth dimension is but he claims

? had a vislon, the source of authenticity of which he knows

8. Hls advertissment should read like this: "I believe that I

what the fourth dimension is, Come and hear me exXpresas opinion

_ Iwo crimes are committed by these thoughtless persons who would be

- useful servants of the Masters if they were not so sclf centered, The
iﬁt~r“t is, that they slander the reality and daily disgrace the spiritue

~ bruths that they claim to serve. The second is, they prevent the human

soul from attaining the truth by leading him astray into the avenuesa of
Pérsonal opinions that they are pawning off as facts.

L

Day after day individuals and organizations come to me, trying to
impresa me with the value of thelr ldeas and the divine inspirations
behind their cults. They express themselves fluently on subjects they
know nothing about and then wonder how it is my soul is so clouded that
I cannot see the divine wisdom of their scul or the magnificance of

their opinion. Their whole scheme is an idea or maybe their interpre-
tation of someone else's idea. They finally decide that I am wrong.
Maybe I am, but out of the hundreds of opposing doctrines it is rather
delightful to find a wrong one. MNone of them will sdmit that they are
in error--that is to the public--but if the public were mind readcrs
they might discover something.

When the teachers digagree, what_shall the pupils do? If someone
would find an answer to this question, the letaphysical problem would
be solved, and several other occcult problenas with 1it. Jﬂseph's coat
of many colors must have had something to do with New Thought. But
what is the poor student to do when each teacher that comes along is
inspired by the same God, or at least claims so, each teaching a dif-
ferent message, each claiming theirs to be better than any of the
others, no two agreeing even on fundamentals and each claiming to
teach the truth. When he does make a cholee, he has nothing to guide
him but speculation and some inducement of the most questionable spir-
ituasl nature. Is there any wonder that mere men's heads go round and
round and that they finally go insane while trylng to unravel the
myetlec maze that claims to lead to heaven but is much more often a
blind alley leading into someone's pocket.

The world ls filled with these wandsrers, who do not know which way
to turn. They have taken the only possible course, they have cut away
from all these dissentkg factiona and are stumbling along as best the)
can. Their lives have been absolutely ruined and they are far worse
off than they were in the days when they were still in the orthodox - .
churches. They wander around like lost souls walting for a God who
never existed,save in someone's opinion, to care for them and protect
them. And socliety as a mass must play the part of a God of another
man's mind and care for thesc poor souls who have beecn robbed of their
earthly possessions and individual minds.

This is not written in the spirit of criticlsm but 1ls a plain exprer
glon of facts as they are. Every day they come to us groping in spiri?



8 broken hulks on the sea of life. We are sorry
ibee who are truly trying to help will join wit
back on to thelr feet again, not filling thelr
3 but standing them upon their feet and ailding
gélvea again. Whon man loges his concelt and

@ will realize that because he 18 able to think is
able to think well,

feachers Come From. Our modern celebrities can be
vided into two groups when we come to the problem of sourcc
& inspired, In the majority experience proves that thelr
plra _wag a personal opinion strengthened by encouragement and
81t on the part of the individual himself. The other group are
)88 Who have taken lessons themselves from eome other teacher. In
the majority of cases this just proves to be the passing of opinlons
S and acceptance of these opinions as facts by the student. How many of
~ You would want to be operated on by a man who had only studled surgery
for two weeka, and that only from someone who claimed to know? Yet
we will trust our souls to one who claimed to have a vision, or who

€8 into trances. Many metaphysieians are sincerely trying to help,
but the ground is so fertile that there has becn a great influx of
Bpiritual cappetbaggers and metaphysical patent medicine venders who
are in for all they can get out of it, One of them told me that there
was a fool born every minute and if he did not get it, somecone else
would. The "it" of course referring to the contents of your pocketbook.

S :hl-Eﬁﬂﬂ_%I_EEEElE studen ¢ not he path. They think they
F:' i e Even those who are looked

it is again only someone' s opinion.
up to as most advanced, and "old =zouls" are advancing into blind alleys.
Either the students did not get what the teacher sald or else they did
-and the teacher said nothing. It is of course an open problem as to
which that 1s. The worst part is that they go out of life with less
:ﬂgg they came in with for they came in with an opportunity and wasted

The Second Great Danger--Psychology. Thegreatest danger of psychology
is that it is true. The mind of man, groping in the darkness of limi-
tation, found the touchstone, or at least some did, that the gods had
concealed since the days of Atlantis. A science whereby man may demand
of the Infinite, and the Infinite must obey, has been founded upon that
discovery, But the new blessing that man grasped at was a deadly
thing, becaring upon it a curse, the curse of the gods. These powers
belong to the gods and they bestow them upon those who are found worthy.
But when man stcals them from the Infinite, theilr new found power
destroys them. Only the God man prepared after the manncr of the law
18 fitted to grasp in hls fingers thosc subtle forces that are now in
the hands of fools. Instead then of a blessing to help us on our way,
it only gives us another and more torrible way of cxpressing the beast
within our own souls. For ages the beast hasa beem bound to carth by
his own limitations and ignorance but now he rises armed with the
powers of the gods. HEAVEN ALONE KNOWS WHAT THE END WILL BE. Thils
 mighty power,that our forefathers never dreamed of, sank Atlantis,
has destroyed all the races that have so far peopled the earth, and no
1ike a plague it is descended upon our race to confront 1t with the
great temptation., It 1s the demon at the shoulder of the master, 1t i
the power of God himself, and how docs selfish man know how to welld 1t,
Crimes that once he hung for can now be done sllently and unsuspected,
things that he once labored for as an honeat man he now seoks to securc
through this subtle force; he strikes where those who do not know
cannot retaliate., To the egotism and brutality of the beast ls added
now the sceptre of a demi-god. But of course in time things will right
themselves and the plan go on, But 4f the present attitude ls contin-
ued the race will dissolve itsclf In the swirl of oocecult, uallu? b
those who cannot manege them, and left llke plagues upon shéure's face.




The modern teachers of Paycinlogy are unconsciously damning the

- race by teaching man to use the forces but not teaching him how to use
. them wisely. They have but one legltimate use, but no one would bothe
them 1f that use was explained and the present application madc impose-
ible. These forces are to be used only as directed by the masters for
the unfoldment of man himseclf and the development of the earth. How
many of the students of Psychology are using them that way? DNot cnougl
0 discuss. L_Personal uses of superphysical or mental power for
Sesaiunent of personal ends is criminal. And 211 who make use of
i BUcCh ways secure with 1t the curse of the goda. The curse is
I, that they will destroy themselves with thelr attempts to satisfy
* own egotism. The curse is sure, they have already hypnotized
lves with the powers they sought to exert over others, and while
ons will suffer with them, they will suffer mosteof all.
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. There 1s but one solution to the problem and it has nothing to do

s «fl creeds or clans. It is too late to conceal the knowledge, it is

- already on the 1ips of children. MAN MUST BEWTAUGHT TO ACCEPT WITH

" THIS DIVINE FOWER THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE GODS. It is only in this

& 'I% that he can prevent his own destruction. If he will only mold his
1ife into the pattern of the Masters he may yet learn to weild this
awful force as thcy do, that it brings forth good and not evil, 2 feast
and not a famine. But will man think? W11l he sacrifice himself now
in order to save himself later? We hope, but we are sorely afraic th=t
he will not bend to the will of the Masters until he has destroyed zll.
Man does not know how to use these finer forces, he 1s playing with
destruction but will allow none to gulde him or direct him. He wante
what he wants and turns all the powers that he has to the attainment
of his own deeiree. The things he wants will kill him, for they are
all of the carth, earthy. He listens to none but, happy with ihe new
found toy which he believes will make him happy, he shakes aff the hond
of prudence and deshes blindly over the cliff to his deatih.

What good does it do to warn, they only laugh., What if the hand-
writing 1s upon the wall, they will not heed until the walls begin to
to fall. And then they turn and pray for mercy, those who would not
listen to the guidance of understanding., So Psychology will every day
become more popular, teaching man to galn what he wants, but failing tc
teach him that only God knows what he truly needs. If he gains what
he wante it will kill him and he never seeks for what he needs. OSo
the curse of the gods is upon him for stealing thelr power apnd not
accepting their understanding.
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