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THE ATTAINMENT OF WISDOM.
By Manly P. Hall.

I8¢ are many in the world today possessing intellectual knowledge
8nd firmly believing the doctrines they sre spreading but who are not
in reality ready or prepared to pass on to others the concepts they
ive accumulated. A large percentage of our spiritusl teachers are
making elaims to kmowledge and truth which they do not truly possess;
they claim that they understand the great splritual mystery of being
but in reality they only lnow what someone else has told them about
those myvsteries. There 1s a fine drawn line hetween the exoteric and
the esoterie student, between the viaion of the seepr and the intellee-
tual concept which often aprears to be the truth that it is not. Thers
are few people able to differentiate in their own binds between sight

and sense, knowledge and belief, spirituslity and mentality.

The intellectual student is like the parrot that says sensible things
but is not persconally involved with any of the words or sentences that
it is pronovncing. Just so many of our occult teachers repeat what
they have been told or what they have read that their light may serve
the wdrld, but their concepts have made no impression upon them nor
have they accepted it themselves at all. The mystle kmows thet words
I’%ﬁt the spirit of the one who glves them into the world are bare
the &p

~and the intellectual concept without the everyday practice and
'i’i*i’tuél understanding of it 1z nothing more then a string of
lagquered words.

When we give unto a friend of the bounty of nature we glwve that
which is not our own but when we sacrifice ourselves then we have given
a gift that carries the spirit with it. %When the mystie and the true
occultist gives wisdom to the world he gives of himself; he has sacri-
ficed his life to attain that wizdom, he has renounced the world in
order to inatruct it, he has surrendered peraonality in order that he
may g:ide the sleeping personalitics of the world., In other words, his
gift to men is a fruit of divine sacrifice, the decpest and most com-
plete sacrifice that it is possible for one individual to make for

another.

There is 1little value in lmowledge umless it comes out of the soul
ars of searching and striving it has slow-
of the giver where through ye g ikt sy A b

d self to the aspiring candidate.
B Do thepba.sils of wrangle, dissension and argument

the head 1s usually
g:gmthnt which comes from somewhere within the life and soul of one
goftens and swectens men's relationships to men and strengthens the
sonl for its battle in 1life. The intellectual teachers give cut that
which iz not their own but that which they have read or been told bf
others, while the truly great one, like the Master Jesuidat §hef1§§w
s the bread to feed the wor and of his
Gty giv&n S e When the Great (me gives His
the wine of holy commmnicn. when né Eives His
3::12ingﬂ the world he is giving himself and the spirjpnﬂ; the EE:E;
easone the gift; not only does he give of himself but :E+EiUEf;j;:. ;
:hlt Brother who is ever with him for ihu rEa%izatiig gﬂ*iget:;*thi?
ars that are to come let us learn L
%igzt;ﬁ ﬁ:vzhinzg our lives rather thanhiniﬂ ﬂ§r ;ﬁidi:riz:'ia‘iiéah te
ws that we now study and emphasize P“ ur_per onal 1if
tﬁ;:atgﬁui;ﬁ that we now seek to spread among our fellow men.
t 7 d a1l the bonds which tie
{nner is sent into the worl ; ands: i e
hm“ht;";rﬂaixgﬂﬁnrk are severed and he a%ai:; bif?’"':if“‘::qf;‘ﬁ"?ﬁ;pil-
3 his probatiomship he is tested ond ===t d Severely
::iﬂﬁ'ﬁi,ﬂf:ﬁiﬂﬂﬁifshiﬂ 1ife and his understanding. Turing this period



"but nust meet all of the
d innate reslization of
! rounded temptations and somrs
his st for the eternal, injures none, and is
“will be received back inte that thing which he

‘beleonged to. If he fails in this every day applicaticn »f
~piritualliy he must remain in the world until inally victery is woline’

af

During the ceming months let us endeavor to realize thet the gras o
f8L irstruction which it is posaaibls for mortal being to recclve is
that which is woven inteo your aoul during the every doy experlences of
1ife. The reetraint, the kindliness, the chiority end the irnate under-
standing applied to the panoroman of condless occurancés measvr2s the
itrowih which i3 »eally yours among the spiritual things of nature. Wis-
dom does not come with listering, it comes with living. Only when we
eleéonse the inaide of the cup zan we roeaive thd espirltual ordination
which flcats in 1t a2a the blood of the Christ. ¥hen we have cloanced
wiila cup then all may some and Srink of the communion wine of spirit
for instead of a wan the Initlate has become 2 well of living waters

e Springiang up In the wllderness whers the thirsty of the world may come
o to deink - not of things humen but of things a2ternal.

us each reach the highest poal wulich man may attaln by preparinz
nd patures o veceive the firer currents of natural foree

war in the universe to ncurish =11 who will attunc themselven
: ~'ever subtle influcnces. Han is a grsat receiving station of
natural force and thouserd:n of mesanne:z pads through him every day. no!

medinmistic measnges but tho ressages of notural force which expreosa

themsalves in thought, action and dasire.

Those who would come into the light of actual knowledge must 1§irn
to realize that wicsdom rests in the proving of things end in the inr:r
" and higher qualities of reascn. The wise man knows end does and h i
~ actions being in harmony with his inowing emphasize the sincerity of

o i # i

.~ The time is coming for New Year's resolutions (which are ua{}ﬂ}lxnmﬁﬂp
~ the first week in January and broken the second.) This Fﬂ,r-f' ::;d B
5;3lspdre to hold through the entire span of months the resnlxtl,nuﬁ.;;fr
" we make this New Year. The occult schocls are+}n§EEﬁ m?stiﬁﬂ?EE;QSE{E
B And entrence to them is man's pledged oath anc vow. TR TS S

| object to oaths and vows but thers ﬁeigﬁ?uﬂﬁhmﬁpm?o et e
i along the line. They are no o % = : 1D t0. We
Ega marﬁl obligations which the body must essume and live up

. ".'Iﬂﬂ!t pledge ourselves to ourselves; our 1ife i?h;§t }iﬁiﬁﬁwfﬂﬁﬁ igke 3
B Gltegience to the cause which we mert EAVCT r'yisdom. Yo vous to
f ovr snul tie us to F e .

.y

these promises we maxe tnlguraa}vcs,
shall do tho Lert +liat is in us for

the glmrifi:ntinn of the plan. I'.lJEI:‘_u
+an in this vorld and all the lccfuz.
A leser to the realization

Let this New Yeer bring with it
when no one demands of vs that ;e
the urnfoldment of our nature an 4
the booka that have ever beesn Wi

5o n o bring you any ¢ .
2 Ei?ﬂgg;ingﬁasa:;:ﬁggggisg?gngguE crbrt pest a mental concept. But when
ol r .

: ..':. - 1 E3 I"‘-:-:Ii:--h-cl;tliﬂn, Eﬂlf .I-Il' 'l-tf. .
J 3 llfe ﬂi I'C“b].h.-I -bjﬂt]. | nas r

' SR d the
P e emad by thelr puriflcation an i
and harmlessness, tho il a--uﬁqalihw ara capable of finer jidealsn,

E E.'!J- ﬂf ﬂlﬁgmll: I i 1-n1_
rﬂiilting igﬁ::viﬁ5lzruEﬂ aatimates than it 13 possible for ua to make
noblel Con ne LT
in our present con.itviCil.



L Pt

"ihkiag uncolored by personality,
lysis, only seers and patriarchs of
11ities are a basis of wisdom whizh is

In the i nt Mosaic law the powers of being spoke unto the chila
' rcice of wrath, saying, "Thou shalt not." This
leni law. But with th2 coming of the new law this is
changed to "Thou zhalt." MNp longer ¢oes the prophet say you must sAct
do evil ?uh now lie says yor miit do good. Thess saragravhs ares not
affirmative and anyone who tries to make them into affirmabions wil
destroy all th=ir value. They ere reasclutions withwhich to cp=n tne
new year that it may in truth bring us cleser to wisdem and undsrstand
ing. Therefcse lat us consider these resolutions as listed bulow:

was the annieni

1. OUnto that Self wnich is within me and is the source of all, I
send those grzetings which t he Lody cen send unto the scurce cof itseif
and pledge that this year I shall serve this spirit within oyself wit:
my heart, my mind and wy hond—-rot 4o ihe glorification of matter but
that all the world may knew the reaiity of spirit.

2. As the spirit in men is a friond o wll things, one with the
rit of ell things, knowing neithcr foe vor friend, kith or kin, raz<
eed, I shall emphesize this durirng the coring year through that {
S personality vhizh 1s the Tinite menifestarion of the infinite. I shali
harm na living thing durine tnis year but shall sosk eommunion with
that spirit in 211 liviug things whieh is the universal solvent of
inharmony.

3. My relationship with my brother man this year shall be based
upon my own intrinsic realization of right and not upon their attitude
to me. £ shall make no difference to me how I am trcated, Tor Suring
this year I shall only do goocd, express charity, live fraternily, and
follow the doctrine of non-resistence. I shall neither resist evil
nor accept it but shall remain in poise while others are in turmoil.

4. HNo word of dissatisfaction, of criticism or of destrmctiveness
zhall be launched into the world this coming year from me. I shall
meet and receive all things in the spirit of charity and will accept
those responsibilities which the world gives m2 in peace, in poise awr
in placidity, no matter how hard my lot nor how sad my life.

5., T shall be clean in thought, word and acticn; in body, mind an
soul; and nothing shall defile the tomple of the living God within me:
either that which goeth én, that vhich cometh out, but both shall Dbe

acceptable in the sight of the most high.

6. My voice shall not be paized in snger nor my words be guick in
tone or harsh in meanidg but shall be in poffect peace unto all things.
realizing the fundamertal untty of all life and that diversity is

nature's illusion.

7, This year I shall labor. Every day something useful must be
standing when night falls to show that today has not been in vain.
Someone shall smile who has not smiled bafore, someone shall be glad

who is sad, somecne shall be picher who was poor, each day that I am
spared in this world of men.

B. Unt younger bpothers I also pledge in the spirit of helpful
ness all tﬁagwi hnvg and am, that each year will come closer to reali-
zation of the oneness of all living things.



blond who have been false to me —
"etirgs that, while they may be false
%o them, That one Power in the universe
8 o1 All buses and the cause of all causes — to
bond wnieh 18 so 2asily broken by the thoughtlessness

5 ach day be true and come closer to the ideals
which I know but wnich the weakness of the flesh so seldom gives
expression to. Lrother, Yeest and God — all three of these in
nature shall realize my realization of unity for I shall live this
?ai tghu&rvﬁ those who alone have the power to reward in spirit and
n truth.

Lot us this year take unto ourselves these resolutions, build them
into that eternal part of ourselves which was before the world was
and shall be when oblivion dissolves all things.

In the basic realization of human relationship and of man's
relationship to God lies wisdom and the relationship between man ond

- his body will be the base of his relationship with the Body Cosmic,

- &and this relationship shall be emphasized in spirit and in truth
~during the coming months—that past knowledge shall be changed to
wisdom, intelleectunlity to apiritunlity snd mind farces inte s=oul
powers. In this the student fulfils that =task which he is appointed
to accomplish and passes successfully through that probationship
which we know as life.

This lecture is copyrighted
by Manly P. Hall, December, 1923.
Fermission to copy can be secured
upen application to author.
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