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THE CHIIDREN OF THE ELEMENTS.

Lecture by
Manly P. Hall

The aneclent philosophers peopled the elements of nature with races
and species of creatures absolutely unheard of by the average indivi-
dual and the wise men of all ages hove claimed that nature works
through Intelligent forees and not mechanical laws. Upon this hypoth-,
8a3ls we have built the doctrine of the Nature Spirits and Elecmental
Lavee. Paracelsus, the great Swiss Hermes and the greatest physizisn
of modern times, has given us the most complete analysis of these
atran%a ereatures who live, move and have thelir being unseen cnd
unrealized by mortal man. We see thelr works but have never liearned

to lmow the workers who, day and night, swim and exist in nature's
finer foreces.

For the sake of clearness, we will divide the study of these clemen-
tal spirits into three general groupings:- Wirst, the elementals of
tho four elements or ethers which we commonly know as the Nature
Spirits. Secondly, the man-creatod elementals .of the astral and mental
planea. And third, the Dweller »n the Threshold or the individual
elemental. These threo groupings nre the same that have becn used in
the snclent wisdom for thousands of years. This first lecture will

be given over to the analysis of the first group or the elementals of
the ethera.

The Four Eiamanta.

According tc the ancient decetrines, the universe is composed of
four principle elementa, that is ol course, the tangible universe.
These four elemente are under the rulership of the Lords of Form whe
are sometimes referred to as the four-hesded Cherubim - the four-head-
ed Cherubim who stood at the gates of the Garden of Eden; the four-
haended Cherublim which, with its brother creation, lmelt upon the Mercy
Seat of the Ark of the Covenant; the four beasts of the Apocalyose;
the four mspects of the great Assvrian Sphinx, and the Babylonian
dan-tull; - all of them are symbolical of these four primael elcments.
In & larger work, at a later time, we will go more deaply into this
wonderful problem, but suffice it to say here that from the beginning
of time man has divided form into four basic essences. These four
baslic ¢ssences aro the besis of all things cognizable by hunan, mater-
ial body centers of econsciousness end all things suporior to thase
four essences can only be cognized by apirituel viesion. A4ll of the
many complex forms which appear in this world as the products of the
geometrical outpourings of the Lords of Form, or the great hcdy-huild-
ing Devas, are the expressions of four streams of 1life. These founr
are referred to as thoe rivers of life pcuring out of the garden of
the Lord and they have ae tholr source ihe great creatlve Hierarchy
which the anclents referred to as the Kings of Bdom. Physicel bodles
are animated above cosmic root substance by thea? streams of 1life-
Eg?ins ether - which ether iec that part cf the body of the Universal

gos (or something even higher which we do not xnow) which 1
the position of a carri ) which ocecuries

eér or container, for it passes through 1tself
in four atreams the powers of tho creative Logba. From its essences
is extracted the four creative principles which nt the praoacpt time
are the basgils o @ human fourfold vehicle:- (1) dense of-
(2) etheric or_

~nys
ry, (3) astral or filery, (4) mental or ngrg.ical,



These four wehicles have been symbolized by the ancients as the
arms of the cross and form the basis of the sacred doctrire of the
erucifixion. Crouped together, these four, being the primal basis of
bodies, are under the control of the body-building gualities =nd
signs known astrologically as the four fixed signs of the zodizc.
There are three crucifixions in the zodiac - the cross fﬂrmeﬁ of the
four cardinal signs, the cross of the four:fixed signs and the cross
of the four common signs. These in turn represent the threc major
erossings of the wital forces in the human body. The cntirc cincric

world with its many crossing currents has its seat in the solzar
pleus of the human body end is &ften referred to as the wolien sca
o the laver of purification, for in its weatery and ligqunid depth tThe
soul of men has to be washed in its pilgrimege to irmortality. Thesc
four elements ere the basis and life behird the four physical, materi-

al elements of earth, fire, air, and water, and the power from the
unseen ceuse-all worlds works through the four material eclements 1in
order to express itself in bodies, cells and molscular combinations.

A8 each kingdom in nature hes 2 series of lives evolving ?hrﬂugh
it and cach plsne is a schoolroom of a great natural outpouring, so
it is claimed that these four divisions of 2iher, expressing them-
selves in matter as the four elemonts, are inhabitcd by groups of
intelligcnees evolving through the elemental cesences. According to
the encierts, these elomentals are ereated solely out of anc substence
~that of the ether or 2lcment in which they exist. They haveé no
compound body end therefore are not capable of immortaliiy, having no
germipal life essence other then their respsctive elemental essence.
On the other hapd, being composed of only one substance, they sre free
from the destructive influences of eross currents and therefore live
for many hundreds, some thousands, of years as the sctive principles
of elemental essences. Among the classics of the various suthors,
we find meny references made to these elementals. In Pope's poem
“Rape of the Lock™ we find the elementels plaving the most important
part: in the Abbe de Villera' "Comte de CGabzlis" (2 remarkable book)
we find 2 very exhaunstive thesis on these strange pecple of nature.
They are of varying shapes and sizes, according to their works and
gduties, ard their bodies ars of varying degrees of demsity, according
%0 the clement in which they work; the gnomes being the most dense
con=equently more subject to the laws of mortelity, while the sylphs
being the most attenuated, preserve themselves the gresatest length
of time.

The Mature Spirits in th= Elements.

There are four general classes of Nature Spirits, according to
Paracelsus and the Count de SGabalis:

First, the Gnomes. Under this general heading we find those crea-
tures we know as the tricksies, hobgeblins, elfs, forestmen, Lrownies,
agwaprfs, little old men of the rozks, and many other similar titles.
Thoy 1ive in the clement of earth and are said to work among the rocks
and toc some degrese th trees end flowers. They live in the rocks and
emong the treea and ere szid tc be of dwarfed size, rather heavily
B2iit, with their germents growing s= part of them. Azcording to
Parzecelsus, they marry and have families, living in a strange werld
mhich the Norse pecople called Elfheim. They are said o have come out
of the earth and thet now they ponetrate it to the very corse. They
also live in caves and work with the molding of stalactites and stal-
agmites, those great pillers of lime that are found in subterrenean
vavlts. These Jdittle people are often seen by children who remain



clairvoyant up to sbout the seventh year, In the forests and woods
wo often sea them storing up provisions for the winter, a grest bend
af huuz 1ittle poople who are glvon charge of the molding snd forming
of earth, and undor tho dircction of wisor oncs, have chorge of all
the solids, bones, tissucs, ote., of the human body which they labor
with and restore. No bones that nre broken would be set wore 1t not
for the assistance of the gnomea ,

Thoy have thoip king whom they obey nnd respoct; he 1ieg enlled (ob
which is the basis for the word goblin., It ie said that on¢ of these
clomental kingdoms dwell nt onch of tho corners of erantion snd the
gnomos, who work with the most erystallized of all elomenta, heve been
given the North corner of crcotinn ns thelr heme, The enclents snid
that the gnomos governed the seerot trensurcs and hidden tiaings of the
enrth and that those who would scek for materisl treasures hidden 1in
nature must gain the support and rsuslstonce of Lho gnomes who will
elther unveil it for them or olse so eonecal 1t thet they cennot f£ind
it, Each specic hes its owm iLratts, nnd the gnomne are very miscrly,
greedy snd fond of good thinge to ocat; but on the othor hand, they
work incessantly, arc vory pationt and falthful, and would be called
in our world stendy and tempervoto. Qeensionally they meet in groat
conclaves in the heart of some dark forent or among the roecks, and
from them eame that wonderu) etory of kip VYan Winkle in "The Legonds
of Slecpy Hollow", They servo maukind all the time, striving to nssist
nim in his work. Thoy work intultively through the eloments and

Whilo they have a certain form of mentality, it ie mich loes than ours.
They are not capable of expressing themselves or menifesting through
Eni substance excupt their own eloment: end that hypothetical ether,
which prevades solid erystallized substencos ns the first etherie
e8sonece, is the only subtstance in which the gnomes can funetion., Thes
are a ?Hrg busy iittle pcople and play e greant part in the development
of man. ertain forms of gnomes dwell in old ruined castles 2nd thng
are ono of the reascns why old buildings are overgrown with vines an
creepers, for they are eternally neeking to beautify.nature, They
work in rocks and corals under the sea and aleo with the shell fish.
Some of them attaln groat size, others have the quality of chenging
slze at will, as long ns they remain in their own substance; but the
majority of them are very much smauller than human beings. The pnomes
are not pretty but usual ¥ resemble small deformed dwarfe, rathcr too
heavy, with large heads, and strange waldling walke. As they dwell
down in the darkness and gloom, they are saild to have a certein effect
upon human disposition, end co the gnomes govern the Saturnine melan-
cholia, gloom end despondency.

The Undi es.

. The Undines are the nymphs, nalads, mermaids, sirens, harpies, sgea-
daughters and sen-pgoddesses of tho enelents. Thoy are the elementals
whose homeé 1z in the water ard are zaid fo live in the oceans, lnakes,
streams and rivers of the earth; and ineidentally they govern the
liquids and vitel forces of the human body. As the gnomes represent
the sign of Taurus in the zodlac, so the Undines arc Sco pio, having
to do with the life and vital forces of nature. They arc sald to be
very beautiful and in their kingdome beauty seems to be the keynote of
power. They have many quelities simllar to the gnomes, dwsllinz as
thoy do in a world of thelr own, but they are generally eouriderad to
be amicable and fortunate, nor are they dangerous in any way to ~wmn
but serve him in the spirit of love and sincerity. They have tnoirp
rulers, as the gnomes, who are supposed to be very suporior -4 +he
most wonderful of them and ie called Hecksa whom they obey and rever-
ence very highly. All of those beings revere God and know of Him end



panle to obey MHim in every way. The Undlnes have boen glven the West-
irn corner aof oreation and are sald to sometimes whilsper through the
Wont wind, whioch 18 tholr powsr., They work with the creaturas living
in the aea and also are oaid to have an importent part in rain. [he
nnelents, eapecially Paracelsus, considored that storms were coused

Ly the battles of the nature epirite and that the erossing of thelr
qualities resulted in pgroat waras in tho hoavens which we know as
atorms and upheavale. These sylphs are of about the same size as
humen bodngs, usually of groat beauty, and are syabolized generally

Ao maldens draped in sea<fosm or riding on the sea-horses, or as ner-
malds with the talls of fishos. They live much longer than the gnomes,
bolng composed of a subtler ossence and o fincr quality of ether, but
thoy aro alse subjoet to tho laws of mortallty. They seem especially
intersated in plante and flowors, probably boceuso the plant is com-
poned in ethordie double of the same guality of ether. The Undines are
of a choerful but not very omotional guality, being vital in temvera-
ment and very boautiful, tharefore they hovo considerable influences
upon the vital tomperamunt of tho buman belng.

The Nature Spirits are somctimes visible to the human eye but can
only be managed or ruled by tnose who are perfect rulers of the
glomonts in which thoy live. The mastory of clemerts by man glves
him rulership over those kingdoms of bulng. According to the anzients
theso crentures were oripineily under the dominion of the Adamic man
and are always under the influence of the man or creature who is
mastor of thoir element. They sorve sincorely, though thoy do not
reanlize or recognizo the needs of the race they serve. Under the wise
fuidlnna and anssistance of higher Hierarchiecs these creatures are the

ntelligent basia of natural phenomenn, assisting in the placing of
qualities and powore in plant, mineral, animal and man.

In the asocond part of this lecture we will take up the analysis of

tho Sylphs and the Salamanders which are the two higher tribes or
roups of nature spiriteo, having charge of the two higher elemonts of
ire and air. Many will not care to accept the reality of these
¢roatures but as they form part of the great occcult hierarchy and are
tho incarnation of natural principles, it is necessary that we give
thoem attention and a cortain amount of study. Under certain conai-
tions these greatures heve attached themselves to man and servel him
falthfully and woell, ns in the case of the demon of Socrates, and in
many caseés have been mistaken for angela, demons and other supernat-
ural lavae. They are snid to also exlst in essonce in the chemicals
of nature and not only are there elemontals of our earth and scheome
of thingl but of othor plancts and solar systems as woll, there even
being star and sun elementais, The main differcnce between them and
man ia that the ovolving kingdoma that we know consist of complex
organisms compcsed of spirlt ond & chain of venhicles, while the
glementals have 1o substance in thelr composition save the one ether
from which they are formed, and the only evolution thoy can have is in
the compound evolution of their ether from which they cannot disasso-

¢into themsolves.
(Thie will be continued in Fart II)
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