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CHILDREN OF THE ELEMENTS, Part 6.

Dwelller ﬁn the Threshold.

Manly P. Hall
The Pasgsging of the Dweller.

The first great step in the initiations of the ancicnts was the
passing of the strange monster thai dwelt on the line betwcen the phy-
slcal and spiritual worlde. The Children of Light were told that they
could "never go forth into distant lands" or "earn the wages of Master
Builders" until they faced with courage and resolve the demon that
dwelt ever with them but was invislble until they sought to awaken
witthin themsclves the subtle forees of which he was couwposed., Most
people do not meet this fearful figure until at the time of death their
intelligence functions for a short time on the borderland of 1life and
death, so called, which is his dwelling placc. There he crouches, the
thing you have bullt, with thc sins of the flesh and the crimcs you
committed in darkness, a fearful spectre of unearthly terror, the sum
total of perversion, the aggregatc of misuscd forcc and perverted
talents. Have you ever stopped to think that the thinge that you do
unwisely will sometime confront you like accusing judges and bar your
way to the light that you will somc day recognize and seek to serve?

Far back when man first sinmed, this creature was born, and cricd
out from the blood of the first of God's children that was slain. Hate
and fear, jealousy and greed, passion and lust, thougntlessncse and
erime, all these have fed it in every human bhing until today man
carries with him an all powerful thing reared and nurscd by the worst
that is in him, a beast-like demon ever spurring him on to crime and
perversion, ever tempting him through the medium of habit to sink back
into the mire of degeneracy from which he is crawling 8o painfully.
This is the Guardian of the Threshold. You have never seen him yet but
every day you are fighting him, struggling to be free from the colls of
sin which are his manifestation. Every time you master an unworthy
trait of character, you are passing the Dweller on your threshold, for
you are divided from the world of spirit by your sing and when you
master your own mistakes, and do right whiérc you did wrong before, sin
becomes loss of an obatacle, until at last you are able to face this
creature for the last time and among the subtle ethers of the higher
world struggle with the dragon of Karma until at last you vanquish him
and bathing in his blood become immortal, for energy is the blood of
the Dweller and he is built of the energy you have wastcd or misuscd,

The Dweller differs from the clementals and Nature Spirits insomuch
as while the latter live in thesce ethere they are a crecatlon in them-
golves and float about in these essences, whilc the Guardlan is attach-
ed to man and never leaves and grows or diminlshes with the aine of
the individual of whom it forme a part. THE GUARDIAN OF THE THRESHOLD
IS REALLY THE SIN BODY OF ALL CREATURES WHO HAVE INDIVIDUAL INTELLI-
GENCE. Man ig the only creature that we know but there are many othere
in nature. The planet Mars is the Sin Body of the Solar God ond is
therefore his Guardian of the Threshold, but the Diety has transuuted
this power into the Dynamo of the Solar System.

Those who would serve thelr God safely and Joln the 1lttle band of
Immortals must master thcir own aine and the price of entrence into the
temple ie the congquest of our own lower natures, for we connot ecrve
both God and Mammon. To force one part of the orginlesm to devclop
apiritual powecrs whlle another side of the naturc ia g servint Lo abus.
and material tnmg’;ﬁf 18 to bring upon yoursclf lnsanity and death,
Thercfore, before you teke the true path of decipl®fhip you must have



& long talk with yourself and sce how many of the things of your lower
nature you are allowing to tie you to earth. Then begins tﬂe great

battle so often symbolized in the religious ceremonials of the ancient:

which must result in the doath of the lower neture, the Dweller. Then

Erﬂmﬂthe ashes of the flaming confliet the higher nature rises and
ccomes one with the spirit of light. This is the mystery of the cru-

aifixinn, and the inner meaning behind the third degree of the Masonic
it o, I a little way it is played out in 1ife every day, but at last
1t 211 heaps togcther ang mugt

at last be faced and a decision mode,
THE SINS OF THE FLESH.

While any of the following traits are left in man's nature he has ne
right to seck first-hand knowledge on spiritual subjects. This does not
mean that he should not Study, but he must keep away from occult things

thot will work upon his superphysical nature and organism, All of the
following things build and S8trengthen the power of the Dweller:

Hote Angcr Lust Dislikes Attachnment
Fear Sorrow Dishonesty Sulking Contention
Greed Emotionalism Selfishness Lying Argumcnt
Exeitement Passion Egotism Pride Demands

All studcnts are gubject to these faillngs. That is expected and
there is no special disgrece in having them, for only the Gods arec witl
out fault and mayhaps they err sometimes. But until THESE PROBLEMS
HAVE BEEN HONESTLY FACED AND WORKED OUT NO ONE HAS THE COSMIC RIGHT TO
DABELE IN THOSE THINGS THAT LIE BEHIND THE VEIL THAT DIVIDES THIS WORLD
FROM THE OTHERS. There are things we must meet and tests we must face
and our usefulness depends upon how we meet and master them, for every

one of these faults makes us useless to the Great Ones who 80 badly
need help from the world of men.

What kind of a universe would we live in if our Gods were subject t-
the feilings listed above. If the sun should get mad, or the Masters
begin to run things according to their own egotism, what would happen
to us? All right then, if we went to reach positions of trust we nust
be as passionless, patient and kind as the Gods themselves. WHAT IS
MORE NO ONE EVER REACHED THE POSITION OF MASTERY ANY OTHER WAY THAN BY

FASSING THE GUARDIAN OF THE LOWER NATURE AND TRANSMUTING TO CREATIVE
POWERS THE SINS LISTED ABOVE.

The Three Steps,

There are three distinct stepe in the attainment of wisdom and all
growth must toke place along those lines. If man really wants the god
Wisdom he must be willlag to occept it as the Gods have scen Tit to
bestow it.

1. The student must prepare himself for the influx of wisdom. This
he does through right thought, right actlon, and right attitude. Righ:
thought is the open mind, recsdy to consider 211 things, an humble mind
willing to rcccive the crumbs from the feasts of the wl se, a charitabl.
mind condemning nonc¢ but itself, a far-sightcd mind copeble of sceing
good in 2ll things ond ultimate good for all things.

Right action consists of proper carc of the bo@y, proper cxercie.
and a propcr place in the great matcerial battle of 1life. Man grows @3
contacting growing things =nd when he is able to contact all forms of
life pleasently, with consideration, with the hcart of the helper and
the mind of thc student, he grows. ] ok

Right sattitude means that everything is unﬂcrtnkcn_ln tp% E?}jlt
of love, truth and o sincere unsclfish desire to assist in making the
world a better, truer place to live in. Right attltude meons checrfu



e

aess, hopelulness and cooperation to all that is seeking to grow, and
conaideration to all, even when they dlissgree with you, realizing that
AN must not work for man but for God and each has his separate account

2. Having prepared himsell for the coming of wisdom, by cleaning hi:
body , broadening his mind and opening his heart, he must then apply
hlmself to the task of digesting the knowledge that comes to him as
800N as he prepares the way for iis inccming. The arranging of facts
80 that they will be of practical use in the world is no little task.
Much that we hear from oecultists is of no value to everyday problems,
and while the techriecal knowledge is neccasary to & teacher, it must be
bregented in a way that will serve or else it might as well remain
unsald. The second step is the anctual coming of the wisdom itself, and
this in turn prepares the way for the third stage.

2. Having prepured for aud received the light, the third stage is
that of usiug the knowledge in the best and most coavincing way. This
18 no child's play but requires the wisdom gnd understanding of the gods
themaelves. People take the gpiritual sciences too lightly. THEY DO
NOT REALIZE THAT THE ENLIGHTENED ONES ARE PICKED FROM THE VERY CREAM
OF THE EARTH. Its greatest minds, its most beautiful souls, and its
greatest successes are the ones chosen to scrve with the band of
Spiritual Ones. Modern ocoultism is filled with failures who were neve:
of any value to themselves op anyone clse. If these rattlebreins think
for a moment they are going to bc lifted up in a few shori months or

eara they are very much mistaken, THE MASTERS USE ONLY THE BEST ON

HE FACE OF THE EARTH. Ask yourself scmetime--what yvou are or what you
¢an do that makes you wortiy to ask for 8piritual assistance in *he
enployment office of God. What are your references? What lettcrs of
recommendation do you hring from your last boss, your friends, your
world? I am going to list an example for you that you may better under-
Stand what the Guardian of the Threshold means.

A _type Case.

We have one friend, an elderly person already advancing towards the
évening of her life. She is without a friend on earth for she gossips
80 that none dare whisper in her presence. She has been married twice
and both homesg have been broken, she blames others bvt all who know her
reallze that she is the one responsible. She has an ungodly temper,

& sour dlaposition, a body filled with acids and impiroper foods. She
spenda most of her time regreting unfortunate conditions of years ago,
feeling that the world is all down on her. She ig selfish but will not
believe it and apends all her time telling what she knows. She expects
everyone to agree with her and calls them fools when they do not. One
minute she wants to embrace and the next she wants to kill you. This
person prays and meditates every day and asks for spiritusl enlighten-
ment, sees visions and believes that the creations of & mind of that
kind are true, which is quite impossihle. She is Just one of thousands,
yes,; millione, who expect illumination as their birthright and spiritu-
ality as a legacy. They do not realize that the masters must have
pPeople who can do things. This person could not get five dollars a
week in the materlal world, for she is a liability wherever you put her,
but she bellieves that she is valuable enough to God for him to send one
of his small bands of masters to teach her against her own will the
thinge she would never understand anyway. THOSE WHO WANT ILLUMINATION
ARE MANY BUT FEW ARE WORTH THE EFFORT NATURE MUST MAKE IN ORDER TO
CHANGE THEIR LIVES AND FRODUCE SOMETHING USEFUL.

An Anplysis of the Example Case.
An analysis of this lady shows that she has the following faults:




1. She is an egotist, almost impossible to cure.

2. She is g pessimest. God must be an optimist or he would
never have the courage to try and meke something oui of ma

3. She has a quick tempfer, Quick tempers are blood pOlsoners.

4. She is selfish. The masters are the opposite, selfless.

5. She is emotional. ©She wastes energy and that is a crime.

6. She has a neglected body. God will not dwell in a2 icmple
that is not kept elean and frce of discase.

These six tnings are the Dwellers on her Threshold, standing Detwecn
her and all the beautiful things she wants to be, GOD WILL NOT REMOVE
THESE THINGS FROM HER BUT KER WILL GIVE HER THC THING SHE Lﬁﬂﬂsirﬂﬁ
WHEN SHE PROVES HER WORTH BY MASTERING HER OWN NATURE AND EHAHEFIHG O
HER MISTAKES. God makes a pact with man, if man will prepare the tem-
ple of his own life, the Father will take up his dwelling in that
temple and shall be the light of that temple. Ask nothing of God umtil
you have done your part and do not try to gain spirituality until you
have built your tabernacle zccording to the Law given to the Children
in the days when the earth was young.

The Sphinx.

Who has fathomed the mystery of that expressionlciss foce gazing out
into the desert to the place where the sun rises in the morning sky?
That creature with the body of an animal is the Guardion of the Thres-
hold, the Sin Body of man, and like the &true constitution of man is
unknown to the majority of people. But before the condidaite can go on
into the spiritunl work thnt he was ordained to do, he must wrest the
secret of sin from the silent watcher znd by conceniration and conse-
cration correct one after another his own fzults and master one after
another his vices, until he can offer o life without blemish to the
service of the Masters. Then he will be accepted, But how few there
are who want a life without blemish. All want power but few con taoke
the gword of quick detachment and drive it to the heart of th-t lcerig
specire--thelir own lower nzture, the Dweller on the Threshold.

(Continued in Part 6)
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