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Redrawn from an early 18th century water color. (Artist unknown.)

A ROSICRUCIAN CRUCIFIXION.

The solar crucifixion is an outstanding example of the astronomical knowledge possessed by the so-called prehistoric world. *‘In Herschel's ground-plan of the universe in human form,”
writes Albert Ross Parsons, ‘‘our solar system is located at the heart of the Divine Man of the skies. Hence, the catastrophe in our solar system, by which the ecliptic was sundered from
the celestial equator, was a rupture or piercing of the heart of the Divine Man. The ecliptic and equator no longer coinciding, they formed a cross upon which the Divine Man was
transfixced in space. This idea was familiar to the Hindus and to Plato. Hence arose the prehistoric Christianity, the religion of the lamb slain from the foundation of the world, of the
Book of Revelation.”’ (See New Light from the Great Pyramid.)
Ignoring the story of the crucifixion in its literal sense, the Gnostics considered only its cosmic import. In Rosicrucian mysticism, the Christ Spirit is said to have established a direct link
with the earth through the blood which poured from the wounds in the hands, feet, and side of Jesus. Being the ancient symbol of the secret doctrine, the cross represents to the initiated
that divine institution which, releasing the heavenly man from his animal part, launches the spiritual nature into the sphere of Reality. Therefore the cross may be said to be the emblem of
philosophic death, and the Mysteries cannot achieve their end until they have caused each of their neophytes to pass victoriously through the cycle of suffering, death, and resurrection.
Theentireprocedure is concealed in the symbolismof the grape. Asone author has perceived, the agony in the Garden of Gethsemane is analogoustothe crushingof the grapesinthe wine press.
He who comprehends the mystery of the sacramental cup possesses the key to human regeneration. Man, crucified, passes through death upon the symbol of life and attains to life upon
the symbol of death. The break between the Self and the not-self is thus complete and the spirit, emerging from its chrysalis, leaves the empty shell behind as the token of its attainment.
The agony of the Savior, consequently, is not the agony of death but the agony of birth. Only to him who has found his life by losing it is the mystery comprehensible.



