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PREFACE

to the EXPANDED EDITION

THE ENTHUSIASTIC RESPONSE TO THE FIRST EDITION OF
MASTER OF THE MYSTERIES: THE LIFE OF MANLY PALMER HALL
LED ME TO EXPAND THE BOOK YOU ARE HOLDING IN YOUR
HANDS. INTRIGUED, MANLY P. HALL AFICIONADOS WROTE
ASKING FOR MORE, AND MANY OFFERED LEADS ON NEW
SOURCES OF INFORMATION.

After reading the first edition, some sources were no longer reticent to
discuss their experiences, allowing me to fill critical omissions with their
surprisingly candid details about quirky habits and intimate moments at
home.

This edition contains five new chapters including one based on the
previously unpublished love letters between Hall and the woman who
would become his second wife, Marie Bauer. Dan York, a movie producer
and friend of the Halls in the 1980s, preserved the letters, which he
obtained from Marie before she passed away.

In addition to sharing the letters, York also provided his own
unpublished memoir of an emotionally stormy winter afternoon spent with
the Hall family in 1983. It offers the first portrait of these married mystics
and their intense, often embattled relationship.

Another new chapter explores the unusual relationship between Hall
and James Edward Baker, a.k.a. Father Yod, the middle-aged owner of The
Source, a successful health food restaurant on Sunset Boulevard, and
leader of a spiritual commune that included his 14 young wives. Inspired
by Hall’s attempt to create an occult environmental legacy in the 1970s,



Baker’s tribe attempted to join forces with Nature’s invisible armies of
magical spirits.

Since the book was first published, it was revealed that Al Qaeda
founder Osama bin Laden was fascinated by Hall’s writings. Other
additions include a portrait of the niece who regaled Hall with her
adventures in the counterculture, and recollections of Helen James, the
flamboyant Hall family lawyer whose queries into the suspicious
circumstances of Hall’s death provided the Los Angeles Police Department
with evidence it needed to launch a homicide investigation.

James reveals that she was both urged on and stymied by what she
concludes was Hall’s spirit, which she said kept coming to her in dreams
and telepathic messages, attempting to direct the course of the civil case
she brought against the man police believe took Hall’s life.

Some may find this new information unsettling. A journalist’s job is to
turn over every rock, record what’s underneath and follow that evidence
wherever it leads.

There was a time while writing the first edition when I was sorely
tempted to scrap the project. I questioned the very idea of focusing more
attention on yet another self-styled mystic with all-too-human flaws who
made a career out of telling people how to live right.

In that period of self reflection, I reached out to Huston Smith, the
noted scholar whose book The World's Religions has sold over two million
copies.

In 2006, over dinner at a restaurant less than a mile from Hall’s
Philosophical Research Society, the heart of Los Angeles’ metaphysical
community, I said, “Huston, help me out here. Manly P. Hall had serious
personal issues. Khalil Gibran was a chain smoker who died of cirrhosis of
the liver. Madame Blavatsky was exposed as a fraud, and had such bad
personal hygiene that there were ulcerous sores on both her legs. Alan
Watts spent his last years in a stupor, guzzling warm vodka by the quarts.
Carlos Castaneda was a fraud and a jerk. Edmond Szekely’s wife told me
that he never discovered Essene documents in the Vatican—he made that
up.

“Do these people deserve a moment of our attention?”

Smith smiled and, with a twinkle in his eyes, said, “Let me tell you a
story.



“As a young man, I spent 10 years studying Zen in Tokyo. At the end
of those 10 years, just before I returned to the United States, my master
invited me to his home. He said, ‘Huston, before you leave, there are some
things I want you to know.’

“At the appointed hour, I knocked on his front door. He said, ‘Huston.
Welcome. This is Miss So-and-so, she takes care of my personal needs.’

“Then he led me into an adjacent room and said, ‘Huston, do you see
this enormous television set? I watch Sumo wrestling on this television
set. I love watching Sumo wrestling.’

“Then he pushed through the curtains of yet another room and said,
‘Huston, do you see all these empty beer cans and all these empty wine
bottles? I drank all this wine and all this beer watching Sumo wrestling.’

“Clearly, my master did not want me to leave with him on a pedestal.
What he couldn’t know is that after learning all these things, I loved him
even more.”

Thank you Huston.

—L.S.






INTRODUCTION

ON THE EVENING OF MAY 26, 1990, MANLY PALMER HALL, THE
20TH CENTURY’S MOST PROLIFIC WRITER ON ANCIENT
PHILOSOPHIES, MYSTICISM AND MAGIC, ENTERED THE

IMPOSING SCOTTISH RITE TEMPLE ON WILSHIRE BOULEVARD IN
A WHEELCHAIR, LOOKING FRIGHTFULLY PALE AND WEAK.
ASSISTANTS LUGGED IN THE WOOD AND VELVET THRONE FROM
WHICH HE WOULD DELIVER THE KEYNOTE ADDRESS AT A
GATHERING OF MASONIC DIGNITARIES.

The 89-year-old seer was lifted onto the throne. Concerns that he
wasn’t up to the task melted away after he rested one hand on the arm of
the chair, the other on his wooden cane, and launched into his chosen
topic: Freemasonry in the New Millennium. The scene was classic Hall:
there he was in the spotlight, flanked by two American flags, at once a
philosopher and a master of narration, his blue eyes darting back and forth
as though he were reading from an enormous scroll unfurling over the
heads of the capacity crowd of four hundred people.

They leaned forward in their seats, hanging on every word as Hall
chronicled the mysterious beginnings and mission of the centuries-old
fraternity with a sure voice, projecting, in his phrase, “the hope of taking a
major step forward. . . in a time of emergency,” with such force one could
virtually smell the fire pit of some great castle in the Age of
Enlightenment.

“The 215! century has an extreme reminiscence to the 215t vear of a
y y

person’s life,” Hall told them. “It is a year of coming of age. . . when a

person becomes an adult.” Similarly, he continued, in the 218t century, the

United States must take on the responsibilities and labors of its own



maturity at a time when natural resources were being squandered,
politicians were corrupted by power and greed, crime was spiraling out of
control, education was failing children, and wars persisted worldwide.
Mankind, he said, “has not the right to take a beautiful world with all its
privileges and opportunities and turn it into a purgatory.”

“This situation should remind Freemasons that they have something to
live for,” he said. “We have the power to build worlds, the wisdom to
govern them, and the divine right to inherit the earth and preserve it in
good condition in order to pass it on to our descendents as a place of
happiness, usefulness and security for thousands of years to come.”

“We’re not asking for treason. We’re not asking for disobedience,” he
said. “We’re only asking. . . that in every way possible, when they have the
choice, stand for truth and, if necessary, take a little punishment for it.”

From a front-row table with a generous view, Michael Marsellos, a
33rd® Mason and Romanian movie actor, thought to himself, “This 1s a
man of genius. I kept glancing over my shoulders to see how others were
responding. Everywhere I looked there were dropped jaws.”

Hall’s 30-minute call to arms was one of his last public appearances in
a career spanning nearly seven decades. On August 29, he died under
bizarre and suspicious circumstances worthy of Raymond Chandler.

More than a decade later, Hall is still bestowed by adherents with such
reverential labels as “Maestro” and “adept.” Much of his life—the magical
story of his birth, the whispers of his supernatural powers and membership
in secret societies, the dozens of books offering mystical solutions for
difficult social problems, the thousands of lectures delivered in a Mayan-
style compound nestled between Hollywood and Los Angeles’ Griffith
Park, the homicide investigation into his horrible death—fits the image of
a holy man hounded to death for the secrets he guarded.

This book tries to get as close as possible to the complex truth about
the man and his myth, tracing his rise from a broken family in rural
Canada; a chaotic and unhappy childhood; a life-altering dispute with
famed escape artist Harry Houdini; stormy marriages; his climb to success
in the metropolis that grew up with him; his ties to political bosses and the
Hollywood film industry; and his tragic demise.

At the same time, it provides an inside view of the birth of a vibrant
subculture in California comprised of mystically inclined artists,



visionaries, authors, business and civic leaders who continue to have a
profound influence on movies, television, music, books, art and myriad
products. Hall was one of its figureheads, making obscure and arcane
spiritual texts and symbols of the remote past accessible to everyone just
as Los Angeles started to unfold like a desert flower.

It was a time when flamboyant evangelist and faith healer Aimee
Semple McPherson attracted more than 5,000 congregants to her Angelus
Temple each Sunday, supported campaigns to uphold the nation’s Christian
heritage and ban the teaching of evolution in public schools. Hall was not
afraid to challenge Christian dogma, and he did it with such poise,
scholarship and confidence that thousands followed. In the 1920s, 1930s
and 1940s in Los Angeles, many scholars of comparative religion and
mythology owed a debt to him.

His longevity sets him apart from the thousands of other mystics and
gurus who brought spiritualism to Los Angeles around the turn of the
previous century. His writings continue to sell steadily around the world,
while collections of his works are being republished for their enduring
value and merit.

The widely-traveled Hall wrote quirky, fascinating books and essays
illustrated with strange artistic renderings of deities and demons, forces
and principles, atoms and solar systems, relics and rituals. They were
mostly variations on a theme: clues to solving the mysteries of life were
encoded within the symbols, myths and religious rituals of vanished
civilizations.

A huge avocado of a man, six feet four inches tall and wide in the
center, Hall had piercing blue-gray eyes and chiseled features worthy of a
Barrymore. Ardent students of the occult viewed his imposing stage
presence and hundreds of books and lectures as signs that he’d tapped into
something authentic.

Hall’s was also the most evasive of personalities. He was charismatic,
arrogant, scholarly, deeply intuitive, humorous, at times deceptive, and
self-destructive—a man who could be startlingly profound one day and
disappointingly naive the next. His favorite pastimes were children’s
games: solitaire and Chinese checkers. Onstage, he was bigger than life,
seemingly channeling from the great beyond. Offstage, he was meek to the
point of being brutalized by his diminutive wife.



Some critics dismiss Hall’s work as biased interpretations of old
philosophies and sacred texts by a man who played fast and loose with the
facts to prove the validity of magic, spirit manifestations and mind
reading. Hall, they also point out, borrowed heavily from the works of
others but rarely credited his sources.

They are right, to a point. Hall saw himself not as a scholar, who seeks
knowledge for its own sake and the satisfaction of his own mind, but as a
teacher who learns in order to bestow his students with knowledge and
insight. He did not always practice what he preached, but always directed
his teachings along utilitarian lines.

Hall deeply believed in the value of the testimonies of Plato, Buddha,
St. Paul and the pagan martyr Hypatia as medicine for the dark side of
scientific progress and materialism: pollution, congestion, crime,
selfishness, stress and a steady erosion of ethical and moral standards. The
same kind of mystical wisdom that awakened and nourished the soul in
troubled times of some primordial golden age, he believed, could inspire
new generations facing stony walls of conventionalized thinking and
commercialized ideas.

His output over more than six decades has rarely been equaled. In
more than two hundred books, hundreds of essays and 8,000 public
lectures he displayed an astonishing breadth of knowledge of comparative
religion, psychology, pagan rites and symbols, classical Greek philosophy,
Eastern religions, early Christianity, Freemasonry, Neo-Platonism,
mythology, world cultures, and the schools of art and literature they
inspired over the centuries. Hall introduced thousands of readers to sages
and seers from Francis Bacon to Gandhi who dedicated their lives to
helping others attain wisdom.

Long before the Gnostic Gospels were translated into 213t—century
bestsellers, Hall was promoting Gnostic beliefs as windows on the origins
of Christianity. Before mainstream publications were touting doctors who
incorporated a warm and friendly manner into their practice, Hall was
urging physicians to also pay closer attention to their patients’ mental and
spiritual well-being and offer a handclasp and a smile. Before the advent
of blockbuster movies with mythical settings such as Star Wars, Lord of
the Rings and Harry Potter, Hall co-scripted the first major picture with an



astrological plotline and actively encouraged entertainment industry
leaders to grow new markets by producing more movies and radio
programs based on the spiritual visions and allegories of early
civilizations in which sorrow, suffering and loneliness are builders of
character. These were not inconsiderable accomplishments for a high
school dropout from a broken home in rural Canada.

Hall was a collector of books, stamps, artwork—and good jokes, which
he used to spice up his writings and public lectures. His favorites included
this quote from Voltaire: “I envy the beasts two things—their ignorance of
evil to come, and their ignorance of what is said about them.”

Hall, who rarely laughed out loud out of fear of embarrassment
because he tended to wheeze when amused, liked to mimic W.C. Fields to
deliver asides such as “Charity not only begins at home, but usually hates
to leave the house.” And he was fond of irony. “You know,” he once told a
friend, “the Theosophists built a hall for the second coming in Australia.
Now it’s a dog track.”

It was all part of Hall’s mission to, as Rex Hutchens, past Grand
Master of Arizona and a 33rd® Mason honored with a prestigious Grand
Cross, put it, “bring mysticism down to earth.”

“Voltaire said one’s life is not determined by what the church tells
you,” Hutchens said. “Breaking bonds with the church sent man on a new
path—a path toward perfection of one’s own effort. Freemasonry came out
of that. Hall took such ideas and said the same was true of all spiritual
quests, which is why he wrote about Buddhism, alchemy, Sufism,
Kabbalah and early Christianity. This made Hall seem anti-Christian, but
he was born at the turn of the last century and wanted to write intelligent
books for rational people about the immense diversity—and
interconnections—of spiritual paths.

“Hall was never about truth, which is a childish vanity. He was about
seeking truth, which is a spiritual quest,” Hutchens added. “He was a
profound thinker and a skilled businessman and he knew what sold. So, on
one day he wrote profound insights for those who could perceive them,
and the next day he wrote trash for the mass marketplace. He earned a
living doing this, and not very many people can.”

I knew none of this when I took a phone call late on September 2,
1990, while working night duty at the Los Angeles Times. “Manly P. Hall,



the greatest philosopher of our time, has died,” an excited tipster told me.
“You better get an obituary ready.” A few minutes later, I was in the
paper’s morgue, sorting through a hefty stack of news clippings about the
man dating back to the 1930s.

For much of the 20th century he dazzled the rich and famous,
counseled heads of church and state, and lectured at Carnegie Hall and the
World’s Fair as a collector and interpreter of ancient texts and symbols as
mystical road maps to wisdom, health and longevity.

The founder of the Philosophical Research Society, a school of
enduring wisdom teachings Hall established on Los Feliz Boulevard, was
frequently quoted opining on the hottest topics and fads of the day: World
War II, Zen Buddhism, space travel, unidentified flying objects and
prospects for peace in the atomic age. Portions of his vast collection of
books, artifacts and rare stamps accumulated from around the world were
often loaned for display in city and county libraries, schools and
department stores across the state. Hall was a frequent guest lecturer at
universities and private colleges on the subject of comparative religion.

I was fighting a tight deadline and the paper had room for a brief
obituary, which began, “Manly Palmer Hall, an eclectic philosopher and
founder of the Philosophical Research Society, has died at 89, the society
reported Sunday. The peripatetic philosopher, who authored more than two
hundred books and gave more than 8,000 lectures—many of them from a
throne-like chair at the society’s Los Angeles headquarters—died in his
sleep Wednesday of natural causes, a spokesman said. The death had been
kept private for 72 hours at the request of his wife, Marie Hall. ‘His wife
said the silence had to do with his religious beliefs,” said Daniel Fritz, a
trustee of the nonprofit educational society founded in 1934.”

The obit lacked important information that was unavailable on
deadline. How did Hall become a venerated expert on spiritual beliefs,
philosophical principles and symbols? Where did the money come from to
pay for his world travels and a treasure trove of artifacts and books? How
relevant are his works in modern society? Exactly how did Hall die? Like
everything else about Hall, the answers are complicated.

Gathering facts was not easy. Hall was never forthcoming when it
came to details about his personal life or his credentials. Many of his



closest associates had died decades earlier. The theories Hall promoted are
subject to interpretation.

With a goal of letting Hall speak for himself, I have relied heavily on
his essays, books, memoirs and unpublished letters, as well as court
records, testimonies and interviews with his widow, stepchildren, friends
and associates around the world, homicide investigators, coroner’s
officials, defenders and detractors.

Hall’s was an extraordinary life, one entwined with the original
idealists of formative Southern California at the dawn of the 20th century
and Los Angeles, the city that nourished them.

He’d come to California in 1919 to be reunited with his mother, who
had abandoned him in infancy. The 18-year-old Canadian immigrant—who
had bounced from town to town as a child with his maternal grandmother,
the peripatetic Florence Palmer—turned his back on a business career in
New York City’s Wall Street after she died suddenly.

Within a decade, Hall would take over a prominent Los Angeles
church and then transform himself into a world-renowned philosopher and
student of the occult—the hidden mysteries of the universe, of life and of
death—in a place that was mushrooming into one of the most promising
metropolises on the planet. Public fascination with magic, healing arts and
“the other side” of life flourished in the 1920s. As if drawn by a magnetic
field, others not unlike Hall came to the city: earnest seekers and
enthusiasts, utopians, mystics, spiritualists, gurus, healers, quacks and
cranks of every stripe.

In 1928, at the age of 27, Hall published his magnum opus, an
introduction to ancient symbols and secret traditions called An
Encyclopedic Outline of Masonic, Hermetic, Qabbalistic and Rosicrucian
Symbolical Philosophy. Chapters of the lavishly published book, also
known as The Secret Teachings of All Ages, open like portals into parallel
universes. The diction is simple and strong, and punctuated with many
lines taken directly from sources as old as the Pentateuch of the Bible and
The Divine Pymander concerning Hermes Mercurius Trismegistus. This
immense book is filled with strange, often disturbing illustrations, and
uses Roman numerals instead of standard page numbers.

Publication of Hall’s so-called Big Book initiated a new era of
appreciation for ancient religions and symbols and catapulted him to the



top of the list of America’s scholars of mysticism and magic. He also
gathered many acolytes, some of them trust funders of an earlier age
seeking purpose in a world where their every whim had been fulfilled with
little effort or thought. A mother and daughter belonging to the Lloyd
family, an oil dynasty of Ventura County, over the years would donate
millions of dollars to Hall’s projects. They helped underwrite his
whirlwind tour of the world’s centers of spiritual thought in 1923 and
eventually helped establish his compound near Griffith Park in 1934.

When some groups pitched elaborate schemes promising to share
divine secrets for a fee, authorities began to take notice. Eager to separate
himself from the riff-raff of spiritualists, Hall worked briefly in 1939 as
the eyes and ears of the Los Angeles District Attorney’s office when it
wanted to topple a cult known as Mankind United, believed to be bilking
members of their worldly possessions.

Throughout the 1930s, he lectured from coast to coast, attending
dinner fundraisers with influential people including Robert Andrews
Millikan, chairman of the executive council of the California Institute of
Technology, and legendary motion picture director Cecil B. DeMille. In
1938, he scripted an occult murder mystery for Warner Brothers titled
When Were You Born? In 1940, he delivered a lecture at the New York
World’s Fair on the contributions of ancient Greece. Hall was enjoying the
most successful period of his life. Still, a devastating personal crisis was
falling into place at home. In 1941, his first wife, the sultry Fay Bernice
Hall, committed suicide.

During World War 11, Hall, a patriot to the core, tried to rally hope by
drawing on obscure Masonic writings, fragments of Egyptian religious
teachings and utopian fables by the likes of Sir Thomas More to suggest
that the creation of the United States was part of a great experiment
launched by leaders of an ancient league of nations to develop a
philosophic empire. Thousands of years before Jesus, he said, they had
charged the Western Hemisphere with special spiritual, mental and
emotional forces. Evidence of what he called the “secret destiny of
America” was first seen in the advanced civilizations of the Aztecs and
Mayans, as well as the democratic systems and reverence for nature
demonstrated by Native American cultures. With the nation on a war
footing, the plan now required that America accept the challenge of



leadership and establish “a new order of world ethics firmly established on
a foundation of democratic idealism.”

By then Hall had delivered thousands of lectures and published dozens
of books on the teachings of sacred thinkers and basic principles of
wisdom teachings he felt were potent and timeless. His readers came to
view his works as instruction manuals for harmonizing with the inflexible
laws of the universe, laws that guide the motion of planets and human
evolution, even the destiny of the nation.

President Harry Truman had Hall’s books on his shelves. California Lt.
Governor Goodwin Knight was a trustee of Hall’s society, and influential
Los Angeles politician Sam Yorty touted him as a valued citizen. Movie
stars Bela Lugosi, Lew Ayres and Gloria Swanson were close friends.

But times were changing. By the late 1950s, some thought Hall’s
archaic 1deals were out of step with materialistic progress, and the world
had started to drift away from him. When some of Hall’s concepts about
early civilizations and the origins of religion were judged by modern
archeological and anthropological standards, their flaws seemed glaring.
Everything modern, bright and shiny as a new car had promise. Everything
old suddenly seemed quaint, or useless. His ancient spiritual ideals did not
seem to mitigate the anxiety and fear that accompanied the advent of
weapons of mass destruction.

Hall stood firm, insisting that science couldn’t fathom purposes or
meanings of qualities of spirit; that courage and bravery can change the
outcome of possibilities on the battlefield, in the laboratory or in the
workaday world of the average family.

Doubting the supremacy of scientific breakthroughs and updated
interpretations of philosophy, religion and history, he all but stopped
buying new volumes for his fabled library. He chastised rock ‘n’ roll, jazz
and modern art as potentially dangerous cacophony and watched arguably
less talented peers such as Ernest Holmes, founder of the First Church of
Religious Science, develop far larger metaphysical denominations.

Hall’s warnings around this time of an impending “great decision” that
would involve Western powers and Islamic nations could come straight

from an early 2ISt—century news report. The great problem that faces the

world, he forecasted in a lecture, centered in the area of the Eastern



Mediterranean. “This center of tension,” he said, “is probably more
important than at first appears and will justify our thoughtfulness
concerning the Mediterranean area, which is part of the world policy.”

Amid the Utopian wonderment and experimentation of the 1960s and
’70s, Hall’s Hollywood compound attracted a new generation of people
from surprisingly diverse fields and disciplines, from Burl Ives to
astronaut Edgar Mitchell to Elvis. However, in a time of sexual liberation,
mind-expanding drugs and hippie counterculture, Hall seemed strange,
stuffy, and demanding to others, and, judging from his physical
appearance, embarrassingly out of step with his own advice about the
importance of self-discipline with diet and exercise.

By the 1980s, Hall knew all too well that his inconsistencies and
personal failings were catching up with him and disappointing some
acolytes. He had predicted that would happen in essays written decades
earlier on the dangers of putting spiritual leaders on a pedestal.

“One cause of disillusionment in metaphysics is for the metaphysical
teacher to prove to be more human than originally suspected,” he wrote in
an essay published in 1942. “The tendency is to so elevate personalities
that we endow them with sacred powers. All our faith is put upon them as
we hang tinsel on a Christmas tree. The leader is assumed to be infallible,
whereas he is no more than one who is well-meaning, quite capable of
contributing to the improvement of humanity, but still personally subject
to innumerable ills. Doing the best he can, he is a good human being but a
poor divinity. All followers who offer to adorn and deify their teachers set
up a false condition. Human beings, experience has proved, make better
humans than they do gods. We should be willing to accept a person who
possesses wisdom as a friend, not deify him; it just won’t hold up.”

A year later he wrote, “Why did the disciples of Pythagoras always
refer to the master as ‘The Man,” as in the Bible we are enjoined to
‘Behold the Man.” Why? Because in the old mysteries only the initiated
were human—the rest were trying to get that way, and any greatness was
measured by their accomplishment. Only the great initiated adepts were
recognized as human; the rest were creatures crawling toward the light
who, having eyes, see not, and are therefore blind; who, having ears, do
not hear. It is in this manner that the Platonist tells us what they were
trying to do at our stage of human development; not to make gods out of



men, but to make men out of beasts, and so lift humanity up to its true
estate of enlightened harmlessness, where men no longer prey upon each
other.”

He could have been talking about himself. Although he saw the
validity of sacred truths, he was also swept away by questionable
enthusiasms that were profitable and popular, like mental telepathy and
the healing powers of gemstones. He could distill the salient principles of
Neo-Platonism, but he enjoyed being the center of attention, and didn’t
trust anyone but himself.

For much of his life, Hall binged on cheap sweets such as donuts and
malted milk balls, avoided physical activity, and sometimes cultivated
relationships with followers by telling them, for example, that they had
been close friends in a past life, or that secret societies had big plans for
them. Putting himself in the role of a godlike man who could not be
questioned opened the doors for idolatry and abuse.

On August 23, 1990, Hall’s caretaker, executive officer and confidant,
Daniel Fritz, who billed himself as a shaman and expert in alternative
medical techniques, rushed to the ailing philosopher’s office in order to
resolve an urgent legal matter. He needed Hall’s signature on a new will
and living trust arrangement. It would help Hall’s survivors avoid probate.
After Hall died, control over the Philosophical Research Society, the
compound and its contents, then valued at about $5 million, would go to
the successor trustee, Fritz.

And why not? The old man had neglected the place for years.
Buildings were in desperate need of repairs. The copyright on some of his
writings had been allowed to lapse. His personal library of 30,000 volumes
lacked even fire alarms to protect them. Valuables, including gold coins,
were inexplicably missing from his walk-in vault. And Hall, who was
beginning to show signs of senility, had yet to groom anyone to succeed
him.

Clearly, he told him, something must be done quickly. Hall agreed, and
with a few strokes of his pen, he signed documents that essentially turned
over his assets to Fritz, wedging out his second wife, Marie, and
stepchildren who were to inherit everything, according to the last will and
testament he had signed nearly two decades earlier.



Six days later, on the morning of August 29, Fritz telephoned a local
mortuary to report that his boss had died in bed of natural causes. The
corpse collectors and the Halls’ family physician were alarmed by what
they saw in the bedroom.

Hall’s immense pale body lay on a bed without a single wrinkle;
thousands of ants streamed from his ears, nose and mouth. A cleaning
crew was attacking reddish-brown stains on the carpet near the bed. Fritz
and his helpers were busily carting Hall’s clothes and valuables from the
home to his car. The physician, growing increasingly suspicious, rescinded
the death certificate he had signed a few hours earlier.

Fritz insisted that his boss died peacefully in his sleep. Los Angeles
Police Department investigators have a different theory: that Fritz
murdered Hall.

The case remains an open-ended Hollywood murder mystery.
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CHAPTER 1

City of Angels

IN THE EARLY 1900S, IT WAS EASY TO IMAGINE THE SUNNY
CANVAS OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA AS A SORT OF PARADISE: A
PLACE OF SPARKLING BEACHES AND IRISH-GREEN HILLS,
VINEYARDS AND FRAGRANT ORANGE BLOSSOMS; A WESTERN
OUTPOST EXPLODING WITH POSSIBILITIES AS A HOME TO THE
FLEDGLING MOVIE INDUSTRY AND MYRIAD FRONTIER
RELIGIONS. FABULOUS OIL WELLS WERE BEING STRUCK AND
FERTILE VALLEY FARMLANDS ROLLED OUT LIKE CARPETS.

A place of adventure and change was not what Manly Palmer Hall was
looking for when he stepped off a train in downtown Los Angeles in the
fall of 1919. For Hall, the lure of Southern California was the chance to
reunite with his mother, who had abandoned him in infancy. The 18-year-
old Canadian immigrant, who never knew his father, had spent a confused
and insecure childhood bouncing from town to town with his maternal
grandmother, Florence Palmer. They had been living in New York City
when she died suddenly, leaving Hall with little choice but to quit his
clerk’s job at a Wall Street firm, leave the city, and move into his mother’s
home in the beachside community of Santa Monica. [1]

Louise Hall, who had worked for 15 years as a chiropractic healer in
the Alaskan gold fields, shared the modest house with her second husband,
Charles Hall, a jack-of-all-trades who took her last name. [2]

If there were hard feelings between Hall and his mother, he never
spoke of them; that is, beyond gentle chiding for burdening him with an
odd name. As for the father he never knew, Hall would only say that



husbands who walk away from their families are irresponsible and
inconsiderate men who antagonize their wives, polarize relatives and
plague their children with lifelong “negative uncertainties.” [3] If
anything, Hall thrived in his new home and soon shared his mother’s
fascination with the emergence of utopian religious communities—from
Ojai south to San Diego—all hoping to set the stage for a better way of
life.

Hall believed he was witnessing a westward expansion of visionaries
and seekers into a territory laden with gold and oil and rich with potential
to be the birthplace of a spiritual revolution. The Midwest and East Coast
of the United States were sedentary landscapes inhabited by people for
whom a pioneering spirit was a thing of the past. The wide open spaces of
California, however, were ruled by astrological fire signs of courage and
action: Leo, Aries and Sagittarius. In this greenhouse of ambitious
immigrants and freethinkers, Rosicrucians, Vedantists, Freemasons,
Theosophists and fringe Christians were already changing the landscape
with striking meditation gardens, ashrams, temples, occult lodges and
churches.

If there was any place in the United States in which ancient wisdom
would emerge and flourish it was here in the spiritual melting pot of
Southern California. As Philip Jenkins writes in his Mystics and Messiahs:
Cults and New Religions in American History, “Some of the new
movements contributed to the cultural and economic development of the
growing city of Los Angeles: in a sense Hollywood is built on occult
foundations.” [4]

Hall enjoyed exploring Santa Monica’s seaside restaurants, shooting
galleries and fun houses and fortune-tellers’ booths. One day, he noticed a
store sign advertising “phrenology,” the pseudo-science popular at the turn
of the 20th century that divided the brain into areas responsible for noble
traits such as heroism and despised ones such as cruelty. Stepping closer to
the window, he studied a grid map of the surface of the brain. Through the
glass, he could see anatomical charts tacked onto a wall inside.

Curious, he ventured into the strange little studio presided over by
Sydney J. Brownson, a diminutive horse-and-buggy doctor and Civil War
veteran in his early seventies with a sweet smiling face, shoulder-length



white hair, a full beard and thick spectacles. Hall casually asked, “Perhaps
you would like to read my bumps.” [5]

Brownson winced and sternly replied that phrenologists do not read
bumps; they make “calculations by measuring the radial length of brain
fibers from the pons of the medulla oblongata.” Then he regaled the tall
young man for hours about human auras, the magnetic fields of the human
body, and reincarnation.

Hall was as enthralled by Brownson’s metaphysical topics as by the
older man’s optimism and certainty of the human condition. Brownson
was a private person and seldom discussed his personal life. But, taking a
shine to his wide-eyed customer, Brownson told Hall that his life had been
transformed by a mystical vision and a calling he received at the end of a
Civil War battle that lasted all day and into the night.

Brownson also confided that he was having marital problems.

When Hall asked if he married the wrong woman, Brownson
energetically replied he would gladly do it again if the choice were his
because “we live in this world to learn, and I learned from her more about
women than I ever thought there was to know.”

Nearly two decades later, Hall would remember those words as a sneak
preview of his own struggles at home.

“All things work out well in the end,” Brownson assured him, and then
cryptically added, “God does not make failures, but sometimes the Golden
Age seems to be indefinitely postponed. But it will come when folks have
stomachs as empty as their heads are now.” [6]

Brownson saw the makings of a capable apprentice in his young
friend’s exuberant curiosity, his photographic memory and persuasive
intellect, and his burning desire to explore the secret teachings of vanished
societies. Tall and handsome with black hair and a debonair mustache,
Hall was also a confident speaker, rather like Brownson himself at his age,
only better.

The two began an intense mentor/student relationship that changed the
way Hall thought about life. He was drawn deeper and deeper into the old
man’s teachings of lost and hidden traditions, the golden verses of Hindu
gods, Greek philosophers and Christian mystics, and the spiritual treasures
waiting to be found within one’s own soul.



Less than a year later, Brownson invited Hall to speak to a half-dozen
free spirits who gathered weekly in a room above a Santa Monica bank.
Hall’s topic that afternoon in 1919 was his new obsession—reincarnation.

The audience of eight mostly elderly women showed their appreciation
with offerings that totaled 65 cents. The philosophers—one five feet tall
and weighing about 120 pounds, the other six feet four inches tall and on
the heavy side—then splurged on chocolate sundaes at a drugstore down
the street. [7]

A few weeks later, Hall and Brownson took the Big Red streetcar from
Santa Monica to the corner of Fourth and Hill Streets in downtown Los
Angeles, where Mrs. Eleanor Reisberg managed a metaphysical lending
library and a small lecture hall used by religious seekers. Reisberg’s guest
speakers were allotted various hours based on the size of their anticipated
audience. It was generally agreed that the 6 p.m. dinner hour was the least
attractive time slot. [8]

And so the untested Hall gave his first real lecture on the mysteries of
life at 6:15 p.m. The few dozen listeners of mostly new Californians
offered up a total of $1.65, a substantial take at the time. Within weeks, he
drew audiences large enough to command the preferred 8 p.m. hour.

After years of living without fixed points or a real family, the universe
was going his way. He believed deeply in the arcane notions he spoke of at
the lectern even if no one outside his tiny group of listeners did. Moreover,
his mother swelled with pride over his improbable new career: a spiritual
version of the California dream.

Hall immersed himself in ancient myths and religious doctrines and
punched up his lectures with current events and humorous asides.
Gradually, by trial and error, Hall was developing an inspiring message
and delivery.

Hall believed in the remote past there was a core religious belief—the
universe was a manifestation of an invisible creating principle, which can
conveniently be called God—that had been deliberately hidden in the
symbols, myths and rites of the world’s oldest societies. For a Hindu, that
meant the universe and he or she are one. For a Muslim, God 1s as close as
his jugular vein. Christians find Christ in their hearts; in essence, the
search for God lies within. [9] [10]



Hall c. 1920

His sources ranged from Egyptian religion to the lives of Christian
saints, and from classical Greek philosophy to the writings of Helena
Petrovna Blavatsky, a Russian mystic who claimed contact with ascendant
masters whose wisdom shepherded the divine plan.

The universe, he proposed, is a living, expanding entity of eternal laws.
The simplest way to study these eternal laws of existence was to observe
the consequences of conduct. When we overindulge, we get ill. When we
manage our desires, we are not ill. When we spend more than we earn, we
are burdened with debt. When we neglect children, they turn against us.
When we are critical, we lose friends. Therefore, Hall concluded, the
answer to man’s spiritual needs is self-discipline stemming from ideas that
“impel the believer to remake his own life, correct his faults, strengthen
his character, and deepen his knowledge.” Moreover, he proposed, nature,
out of her infinite capacity, brings forth at various times and places
exemplary souls dedicated to passing this great secret of life on to future
generations. [11]

Hall, his listeners assumed, was such a one.



Hall concluded his lectures—which typically took 90 minutes and
were delivered without notes or a break for so much as a sip of water—
with homespun common sense about modern living drawn from the
spiritual beacons of all ages and cultures he had gleaned from occult books
he owned, borrowed, or had checked out from the Los Angeles Public
Library.

People were impressed by Hall’s confidence, his knowledge and
extraordinary physical stature, a tall silver-tongued orator who carried
himself with a distinct air of superiority.

In late 1919, Hall was invited to address one of the most progressive
religious forums in the city, the Church of the People, which met on
Sunday mornings at the Blanchard Hall Building in downtown Los
Angeles and followed up with lunch at Clifton’s Cafeteria on Broadway.
[12]

The church and its fellowship were founded by the broad-minded
evangelist Benjamin Fay Mills, who had become a student of the
transcendental philosophy of Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David
Thoreau and the practical idealism of American psychologist and
philosopher William James.

Mills was a liberal, energetic and brash preacher. His motto: “If I can’t
do it, and my wife can’t do it, and the children can’t do it, it can’t be
done.”

Eventually, however, Mills lost faith in the transcendental ideals he
had championed for years, reverted to the Presbyterian faith and left town.
In his place stepped Los Angeles accountant Reynold E. Blight, a gifted
speaker who stood less than five feet tall and had to buy his suits in the
children’s sections of department stores. Blight, a 33rd® Mason and
student of comparative religion, became a bigger draw than Mills. He
brightened the services with musical soloists and strengthened them with
lectures on Greek philosophy and politics.

When Blight took a sudden leave of absence, Hall, who had been a
regular member of the audience, became temporary pastor of the church’s
eccentric six-hundred-member congregation. Among its members were
populists, intellectual socialists, utopians, single-tax enthusiasts,
vegetarians, and young drifters seeking direction in life. “It takes a crank



to make the world go ’round,” his congregants liked to say around this
time. [13]

Blight never returned to the pulpit. With Hall assuming increasing
responsibility, the little church began to downplay political panaceas and
emphasize practical philosophy. Hall charged a dollar to attend his Sunday
lectures, a set fee that continued all his life.

One adoring member of the congregation, an elderly Scotswoman,
presented the young preacher with a rare and elegant four-volume 19th-
century set entitled The Works of Jacob Behmen (Boehme). It was the start
of a collection of rare and unusual books that would eventually to grow to
30,000 volumes. [14]

Hall was enchanted by the woman’s curious personal life: she lived in
an old-fashioned wood frame house, wore heirloom dresses, and kept a
second place setting and the most comfortable chair reserved at her dinner
table for an “unseen guest” who might be the presence of Christ one day,
and the spirit of her long dead husband on another. [15]

Hall had no experience whatsoever in running a church—or anything
else. But the 19-year-old was naive and enthusiastic enough to take on the
duties, which included counseling in a small office people old enough to
be his grandparents. [16]

“This 1s something that has to happen to you before you can fully
appreciate it,” he said years later. “Factually, I had little to offer them. I
had not solved any problems of my own. I didn’t know exactly why I was
leading a church, but it was one of those accidents or circumstances of
fortune that you do not question. [17]

“So when these people came to me with their problems, I sat back with
the supreme wisdom of a teenager and told them what I thought common
sense would dictate, what seemed to me reasonable. And it worked in
many cases.” [18]

Peppered with a wide variety of personal questions from people
seeking immediate answers, Hall began boning up on comparative
religion, philosophy, sociology and psychology. He reported back with the
warm, reassuring words and admonishments of Confucius or some other
sage. Seemingly overnight, Hall became a one-stop source of an
astonishing range of eclectic spiritual material that resonated with the
intellect, and the subconscious.



The Church of the l[.’e()'ble'

DEBATES

Manly P. Hall - ; A. M. White
Maud F. Galigher, Chairman

Wednesday, May 7th. 8 p
Resolved—That Religion should be Taught in the Public Schools.

Affrmative—Manly P. Hall. Negative—A. M. White

Wednesday, May 21. 8 p. m.
Resolved—That Women of today have no Faith in God or Man.
Affirmative—A. M. White. Negative—Manly P. Hall

Wednesday, Jﬁne 4th. 8 p. m.
Resolved—That the United States should Police the World.
Affirmative—A. M. White. Negative—Manly P. Hall.

Wednesday, June 18th. 8 p. m.
Reésolved—That Optimism is Bluff.
Affirmative—A. M. White. Negative—Manly P. Hall.

Wednesday, July 2nd. 8 p. m.
Resolved—That Conventionalism is Necessary to Civilization.
Affirmative—A. M. White.. Nega.tive—Manly P. Hall.

Wednesday, July 16th. 8 p. m.

Resolved—That Motion Pictures under the present Reglme are Des-
tructive of Public Morals.

Affirmative—A. M. White. Negative—Manly P. Hall.

Wednesday, July 23rd. 8 p. m.
Resolved—That the Modern Democracy is Detrimental to Culture.
Affirmative—Manly P. Hall.. . , Negative—A. M. White.

Wednesday, August 6th. 8 p. m.
Resolved—That Inventions Reduce Individual Efficiency.
Affirmative—A. M. White. Negative—Manly P. Hall.

Wednesday, August 13th. 8 p. m.
Resolved—That the Congestion of Cities is a Curse and that th= I‘reef‘om
- of the Country is a Blessing to Humanity.-

Affirmative—A. M. White." ) 3as NegatweaManly P. Hall.

SOCIAL EVENTS
Wednesday, May 14th: 8 p. m,

A Social Evening. - Dancing and Games B

Wednesday, June 11th. From “Threé until Six P. M.
Informal Tea

s Wednesday, July-9th.-8 - p.-m,.
. Picnic. (Place to be announced later.)

e~

S



CHURCH OF THE
"~ PEOPLE

932 So. Grand Ave.
Phone TUcker 2603

MANLY P. HALL

PROGRAM Sgreg

For May, June, July and August: e
, 1924




Los Angeles, c. 1915

It was a time when many civic and business leaders, judges, architects,
physicians, engineers and entertainment industry figures were members of
Masonic lodges, whose Neoclassical temples were among the most
imposing buildings on the Southern California landscape. Among them
was developer Charles E. Toberman, often referred to as the “father of
Hollywood.””” Al Ridenour, in a May 2002 Los Angeles Times article,
wrote, “Master of the Hollywood Lodge in 1914, Toberman was not only
responsible for enticing Sid Grauman into Hollywood to create the
Egyptian, Chinese and El Capitan theaters, but also for construction of the
Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel, Hollywood Bowl, Pantages Theater and Max
Factor Building. Before any of these developments stood along the
boulevard, however, Toberman built the new lodge headquarters there, in
1922. At the time, the temple was one of the most substantial structures in
Hollywood’s sparse mix of buildings and citrus groves. [19]

“In those days when Hollywood was an independent city, the city
attorney, city marshal, city treasurer and first mayor, George Dunlop, all
were Masons,” Ridenour wrote. “Arthur Letts, founder of the Broadway
department store, and artist Paul de Longpre, whose gallery and gardens
drew many to the community, both were members along with prominent
judges and a significant number of bankers. The city’s first newspaper and
doctor’s office were established by members, and the city’s electric trolley
car service was owned and operated by brothers of the lodge.” [20]

Hall hoped to catch their attention.

As a gateway into the world of ancient religions, Hall encouraged his
congregants to explore Theosophy, a philosophical system founded in the
late 1800s by Madame Helena Petrovna Blavatsky that embraced notions



of reincarnation, karma, the cyclic nature of creation and the
interconnectedness of all life. According to Blavatsky, this Wisdom, in its
pure form, existed before the dawn of civilization, but was given to and
understood by only a handful of initiates and great minds throughout the
ages.

“It was Blavatsky’s contention that the Wisdom could be partially
recoverable from a ‘comparative study and analyses of selected
philosophers,’” wrote James Santucci, a professor of religious studies and
linguistics at California State University, Fullerton, in his A4 Brief
Overview of Theosophy.

By those Blavatsky meant Pythagoras, Plato, Plotinus, Proclus, or
schools of philosophies such as Neo-Platonism, Vedanta, Taoism,
Kabbalah and the sacred writings of Christianity, Buddhism, Islam and
Hinduism.

“A study of these philosophers, schools and religions by Blavatsky,”
Santucci wrote, “under the guidance of two Masters of this Ancient
Wisdom—one usually identified by the initials K.H. (Koot Hoomi), the
other by the initial M. (Morya)—Iled to the writing of her two great works,
Isis Unveiled and The Secret Doctrine, works that partially revealed the
Ancient Wisdom in a modern form.”

Her Theosophical Society’s mission included investigating higher
powers she believed were innate in man, and teaching that everything in
the universe, even human souls, races and nations are subject to
progressive and cyclical evolutionary development.

One of the most prolific writers within the broader Theosophical
movement was Max Heindel, a Christian mystic and German immigrant
who established a spiritual commune in 1907 on a scenic bluff called Mt.
Ecclesia in Oceanside, about 80 miles south of Los Angeles. Heindel
subscribed to a mystical interpretation of human evolution that placed
blacks and Jews behind Anglo-Saxons. Such views hardly raised an
eyebrow among California’s new immigrants, most of whom were white
like Hall and much of the rest of the country at the time. [21]

Dedicated to Jesus, astrology, the power of prayer and providing an
explanation for the origin, evolution and future development of the world
and man, Heindel’s Rosicrucian Fellowship soon became a favorite
vacation spot for young Hall and his mother.



Their first trip to Mt. Ecclesia was in 1920, a year after Heindel’s
death. [22] His widow, Augusta, was struck by Manly’s talent as a writer,
his youthful pastoral work at the Church of the People, his graciousness
and his intense interest in her husband’s complex books, which essentially
taught that Earth is a great school to which ever-evolving individuals
come by way of reincarnation, life after life.

At Mt. Ecclesia, Hall grew so attached to Heindel’s temperamental
heavy-set widow that he started calling her “mother.”” She and her
followers taught him astrology and the fundamentals of typesetting,
printing and binding. From them, he also learned to avoid writing in
longhand with an ink pen because it siphoned off one’s vitality, an
admonishment he obeyed for most of his life, preferring instead to dictate
his books. He showed her how to play backgammon, and was her
connection to prospective younger converts. Together, they wrote
numerous articles for the fellowship’s newsletter, Rays from the Rosy
Cross, which compared life on the bluff to heaven on Earth.

“Why does this spot seem so beautiful?” Hall wrote under the title
“Echoes from Mt. Ecclesia” in mid-1921. “There are many other places
where the stars may be seen and studied, and thousands of people see the
same glorious sunsets, and enjoy the same wonderful climate. But there is
something here that is not to be found in any other part of the world. There
1s something here that is restful and different; it seems almost like holy
ground. It is because of the love that is sent here by thousands of members
and the lives of self-forgetting service that the workers are living day by
day, that makes this the beauty spot of the earth.” [23]

Mrs. Heindel would become distressed by Hall’s active interest in
hypnotism, which she considered one of the “black arts.” [24] None of
that, however, reached the ears of Hall’s own Los Angeles congregation,
which regarded his ties to the Rosicrucian Fellowship and its founder’s
widow as impressive spiritual credentials.
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Spencer, as well as of such obscure 19th-century writers on the occult as
Albert Churchward, Arthur Dyott Thomson, Charles William Heckethorn
and Arthur Edward Waite. The turn-of-the-century works of Irish biblical
archeologist Elizabeth Anna Gordon inspired lectures on the religious
traditions of Japan.

“It soon became clear,” Hall wrote years later, “that almost every
problem brought to me in the course of a day or a month or a year had
been handled by someone long ago. . . So it was very much safer for a
novice like me to quote somebody who seemed to know, than to quote
myself and realize that I didn’t know. For me it was just guesswork, but
Confucius had worked it out.”

On March 17, 1923, Hall was ordained a minister in the Church of the
People. [25] A few days later, he was elected permanent pastor of the
church, and the congregation honored him with a Rosicrucian-style cross
that was based on a design of his own and made of diamonds, platinum,
gold and white enamel. Etched with emblems and symbols of astrology
and ancient religious schools, it represented the ideals shared by all
spiritual quests. Dangling from a chain around his neck, Hall proudly wore
the flashy fist-sized cross as a symbol of spiritual authority in a state
where alternative spiritual movements were becoming significant cultural
forces.

The belief in reincarnation had become especially popular. One day
around this time, Hall met an old chum on the street and noticed a large
book under his arm. “What are you reading today?” Hall asked. With a
twinkle in his eye, Hall’s friend answered, “First-year Spanish. I don’t
expect to learn much of the language now, but I figure it will be more
popular when I come back next time, so I might as well get a little start.”
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Even flamboyant holy roller Aimie Semple MacPherson, who arrived
in Los Angeles in 1918, was milquetoast compared to others setting up
religious shops in town.

Hall kept track of the competition by collecting the advertisements
they posted in local newspapers and magazines.

Dr. Nephi Cottam pitched “the great discovery of the new age,
Craniopathy.” Manneck of India promised “triumph through the wheels of
adversity.” Mystic Edwin J. Dingle, founder of the still-active Institute for
Mentalphysics in the desert community of Joshua Tree, exhorted, “you,
too, can have lots of pull!”

Charles Robert Wilson concluded his lectures on “esoteric meditation”
with astrological forecasts for the week to come. The National Academy
of Metaphysics offered courses on “ancient teachings modernized.”

Crystal-gazer Princess Zoraida, smiling seductively under a turban
studded with rhinestones and baubles, taught the “cult of Ptah.”




Pneumandros, a spiritualist who called himself “The Spirit Man,” offered
a $5,000 reward to anyone who could prove his healing powers were
fraudulent. Pyramidologist Prof. J.W. Parker claimed to have proof that
the Great Pyramid of Egypt was “the Bible in stone.”

George Terry billed himself as the “pre-ordained, foreordained,
predestinated Prince of Destiny, luminary mandate of imperial pre-
eminence, Israel, seventh son of Melchizedek, hierophant of the universe.”
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) =
AND DYNAMIC SPEAKER

* In a Series of

Timely,
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Then there was Hall’s friend, Count Louis Harmon, better known in his
day as “Cheiro,” who believed a person’s character is revealed in the lines



of the palms and feet, and in the general shape of the hand, foot and toes.
Cheiro, who owned two newspapers, was a tall, handsome, beefy man with
influential friends, a cheery smile, a rich Irish brogue, and a reputation for
entertaining extravagantly. Among those Cheiro claimed sought his private
counsel to get clearer insights into their futures were England’s Edward
VII, Samuel Goldwyn, Oscar Wilde, poet Ella Wheeler Wilcox and actress
Mary Pickford. Madame Blavatsky wanted him to join her Theosophical
Society, he bragged. [26]

Cheiro, who died at age 70 in Hollywood, cast the horoscopes of
nations and issued predictions, many of which later proved wildly off-
base. He predicted a “war of wars” would break out around 1940 “when
Israelites and their coworkers in Palestine open up Egypt, with its vast
resources.” This, he said, “would arouse antagonism from the followers of
Islam, and Turkey, backed by Russia, will endeavor to recapture
Palestine.” [27]

Germany and England, he said, would eventually become allies and
pour immense numbers of troops into Palestine and Egypt against Russia
and Turkey.

Self-taught practical philosopher Ernest Holmes represented a Los
Angeles-based religious empire spawned by his own wholesome brand of
positive thinking for success on Earth and the hereafter.

Elsewhere in California, Theosophist Katherine Tingley was the
“Purple Mother” of a community of three hundred residents at the Point
Loma promontory west of San Diego. H. Spencer Lewis of New Jersey
helped establish the Ancient and Mystical Order of the Rosy Cross center
in San Jose, where some initiates tried to turn lead into gold in elaborate
alchemical laboratories.

The New Thought faith healing movement, borne in the late 19th
century, spun off dozens of influential ministries that mixed traditional
Christian religion with metaphysical principles. It taught the use of
positive affirmations: If you want to be rich, you need only to think rich. If
you want to be beautiful you should realize you already are and just
haven’t noticed it yet.

Frederick Bailes, in his book Hidden Powers for Human Problems,
promised “with complete faith, I can make this statement: If you practice
the principles of the creative process as set forth in the following pages



you will see and feel a new force in your life within seven days.” [28]
Anthony Norvell claimed to have personally “investigated the lives of
geniuses, millionaires, titans of industry, writers, composers, bankers,
financiers, actors and producers to come up with the million-dollar
secret,” available for a small gift of love at the lectures he gave at rented
movie theaters across the city. Similarly, Neville Goddard, who always
appeared on stage wearing pure white suits, taught thousands of followers
in Los Angeles “the miracle of imagination.” Trouble is, Hall wryly noted,
“Everyone thought rich, and teachers of the doctrine prospered.” [29]

“Self-appointed teachers arose without adequate backgrounds,
knowledge, or credentials, and swept through the nation,” Hall wrote years
later. “It is entirely wrong to assume that this was a West Coast
phenomenon. It was distributed throughout the country, affecting all of the
larger metropolitan areas. Glamorous ladies in thousand-dollar evening
gowns, waving ostrich-plumed fans, taught prosperity to the hungry and
poor at $25 a course, and those with adequate promotion counted their
profits in the millions every year. Mysterious swamis, yogis, and the like,
entranced audiences of from 2,000 to 4,000 at a meeting, and these were
followed by food experts who draped the fagades of our larger auditoriums
with garlands of raw vegetables.” [30]

Hall knew them all. But unlike some competitors, who he felt were
selling dubious shortcuts to peace, power and plenty during the swinging
1920s, he wanted to be known as a philosopher and a shaper of a new
world, one that would guide the nation through the “dark years” that he
predicted “lie ahead.”

“We need holy men and women,” Hall wrote, “to assist in the
establishment of higher standards of right and wrong; to amend unjust
laws on our statute books; to become the patrons of broader and nobler
educational ideals; to foster the cause of world peace; to aid in the
achievement of economic justice; and, most of all, to provide the millions
of this generation with a workable, livable philosophy of life.”
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O YURTANA

(THE TEACHING WHICH IS BRINGING NEW LIFE AND POWER
TO A SPIRITUALLY DEAD WORLD)

By

Dr. Frank B. Robinson

Author of "SHALL WE KNow EAcH OTHER BEYOND THE TOMB?" “AMERICA AWAKENING,” “THE

Gop Noeopy KNnows,"” “CRUCIFIED GoDS GALORE,” '"LIFe STorY OF FRANK B. RoBINSON,” "“WHAT

Gobo ReaLLy Is,” “Is THE STORY oF JESUS CHRIST FacT or FIcTioN?” “THE NAME OF THE BEAST—

B66’"; Editor “PsycrEiana’ Quarterly; Organizer of “PsycHIANA” Brotherhood, and Founder
of “PSYCHIANA.”

SUCCESS or FAILURE ,
GOD or ATHEISM . ...... WHICH?
WEALTH or POVERTY

'Hall’s writings at the time reflect the vibrant spirit of California after
Wdrld_ War L. This walndredrtery 1Miasetgserennial sunshine, citrus
groves and oil derricks pumping the fuel used by new automobiles on
freshly paved highways slhgteywas plentifwlzeastern Sierra water hauled
south by an aquedit€Tald Ad1 &8 ey Ntrging"thtotreh miles of cables
stretched across towering standards that went up in former orchards.

Cottages and mansiong arose from, the.brishyefhillsides and mountains.
The ambience of M@m@h%&amggngMemAsia seemed a stone’s
throw farther east. The motion picture industry was spinning fabulous
wealth from the dreams of average Americans.
Historidh™Waltd 8 "B eRn - motedthespopuiation of the Los Angeles
metropolitan area in 1920 was five times larger than it was in 1900. A year
earlier, Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company built a major subsidiary in
Los Angeles because the city could deliver the eight million gallons of
water needed each day to run the factories. The U.S. Navy’s newly
authorized Pacific Fleet docked at the bustling adjacent ports of Los

Angeles and Long Beach. A year later, Standard Oil opened an oil field in



Huntington Beach, and Donald Douglas helped Los Angeles become a
center for aircraft production.

Over the next decade, the population of Los Angeles County exploded
from less than a million people to slightly more than two million. The
number of registered private automobiles quintupled to about 806,000. Los
Angeles had more factory workers than San Francisco and Portland
combined. [31]

During the same period slightly more than a third of the city’s
residents claimed membership in a mainstream religious denomination,
according to Michael Engh, a Jesuit historian at Loyola Marymount
University. Many of the rest of the spiritually inclined gravitated toward
blends of Neo-Platonism and Egyptian magic, homespun interpretations of
Darwin, Freud and Jung, and often watered-down and misguided notions
about the esoteric traditions of Japan, China and India. Some teachers
gained enormous followings by preaching certainty and success in the
region they proclaimed to be the launch pad for the best that evolution had
to offer.

“Los Angeles is the greenhouse of America,” Hall wrote around this
time. “It is a place of experimentation in which we are combining facts
and producing new species. . . . It is primarily fitted to be the greatest
cultural center of the world. A city that is sacred in being a nucleus where
the finer principles of life can come into expression.” [32]

Los Angeles was a sleepy agricultural center no more. Plans were
being laid to build the world’s longest and largest water system from the
Colorado River to the western coastal plain. Two-lane roads were being
replaced with broad highways. Housing subdivisions were poised to
expand in all directions. Downtown was buzzing with proposals for
massive industrial development. Radio was opening new windows on the
world. The 22-year-old Hall hoped to help infuse the emerging civic life
with the highest ethical standards and a conscience. Whenever Hall found
a book he liked, he’d recommend it. If he found a lifestyle that worked, he
told about it. His growing reference library informed his personal
interests: religious, philosophical and occult books and manuscripts—the
older and more arcane the better. [33]

Out of Hall’s studies emerged a nagging sense that the sacred history
of the world was being supplanted by a new religion of science and



engineering. Everything before 1900 was considered fallacy, superstition
and myth. Everything after 1900 was profound, glorious and true. [34]

“All that didn’t make sense to me,” Hall said. “It seemed as though in
the effort to be modern we forgot that wisdom was neither ancient nor
modern. The truth didn’t belong to any century. It belonged to all time.”
[35]

Vowing to set the record straight—and return dignity to centuries-old
beliefs—Hall began making plans for a comprehensive survey of “secret
teachings concealed within rituals, allegories and mysteries of all ages.”
His proposed “big book” would lend to metaphysics and myth the same
nobility and heft otherwise reserved for classical works.

In the meantime, Hall chronicled his adventures in ideas in booklets
and newsletters.

In May of 1923, Hall began publishing a periodical, The All-Seeing
Eye, out of the home of Mr. and Mrs. Walter Young, followers who lived
on West 20th Street, southwest of downtown Los Angeles. [36] Hall, who
had been renting a small room in an alley off of Hill Street, moved in with
the Youngs after the untimely death of their son. [37]

The unschooled but widely read publisher displayed an ability to write
with surprising confidence and depth. “Those who have found joy in
reading and bringing into play upon their lives the wisdom of past ages as
1t 1s immortalized in ancient tomes,” Hall said in one of the first issues,
“have reached a great point in the growth of their being. But, above all, if
we realize that the book gives to us that which we have given it, we then
understand that mirrored in its pages are the thoughts and ideals of our
own lives.” [38]

The Youngs’ spacious home became a hive of activity. It was there,
with the assistance of a dozen volunteers from his Church of the People,
that Hall produced his first literary efforts—a series of illustrated mystical
booklets with titles such as Initiates of the Flame, The Maker of the Gods,
The Face of Christ and The Last of the Shamans. [39]

At the end of each workday, Hall and his workers gathered in Mrs.
Young’s expansive red dining room over casseroles of pink beans baked
with onion, garlic and cheeses. Under shelves festooned with the Young
family’s china, Hall entertained them with theories about “truths which the
mind can never know.” [40]
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gradual disentanglement of the higher vehicles of man from his earthly
body.”

The Psycho-Analytic Society in the 200 block of South Broadway
promised “treatments for all psychopathic conditions and psycho-
physiological aberrations.” A few blocks away, the International New
Thought Alliance Convention challenged members and newcomers alike
to learn to hook their minds up to the “power-house of the universe” to
cure disease and achieve success.
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almost feminine impression.” Whitaker also remarked that a majority of
the people in Hall’s church pews were women.

Among them were dedicated acolytes such as Caroline A. Lloyd and
her daughter Alma Estelle, wealthy scions with a reputation for attaching
themselves to writers and bohemians who could be, as one of their
relatives put it, “engaging for a fee.” Conversely, Caroline’s special
interests—sculpture, classical music, stamp collecting and world travel—
would have lasting impressions on Hall. [42]




Man

, had
studied drawing and miniature painting in Paris. Her daughter, a mannish,
full-chested woman who favored walking shoes, vacationed in Europe with
Ernest and Hadley Hemingway and kept an apartment in Paris a few doors
down from the protean artist Man Ray. They belonged to the clan that
controlled a fabulously productive oil field in Ventura County. Their
family already was financing young mystery writer Raymond Chandler.
[43] When the women began sending a sizable portion of their oil income
to Hall, who was a frequent lecturer in the salon of Caroline’s home in Los
Angeles’ Los Feliz district, relatives feared they had come under the spell
of an evil guru.

“Caroline and Estelle were so taken by Manly Hall that some relatives
thought there must be some sort of romantic involvement at work,” said
attorney William Emerick, whose wife is a Lloyd family member. “There
was none. He was only interested in their money.” [44]

The Lloyds’ financial donations started in the early 1920s and freed
Hall to pursue a variety of interests and hobbies, most of them shared by
Caroline. A stamp collector, he specialized in postage from countries that
gave birth to the greatest saints and wise men. He traveled, exploring the
world’s religious centers. A lover of classical music, Hall and Los Angeles
Philharmonic pianist Douglas Colin Campbell experimented in the 1920s
with some of the city’s first mood-enhancing light shows. “My father, who
was known back then as the ‘young Paderewski,” would perform while
Manly lectured,” recalled Campbell’s daughter, Cai Taggart. “All the
while, a color wheel would turn and cast various shades across the stage. It
was all choreographed.”

Donations from Caroline Lloyd and his own congregation paid for
Hall’s first trip around the world to study the lives, customs and religions



of countries in Asia and Europe. Hall sailed out of San Francisco on the
luxury liner S.S. Franconia on December 5, 1923. He reached Yokohama
in late December of that year, after a massive earthquake had devastated
the Japanese city and left corpses floating in its harbor. [45] Years later, he
recalled, “we found a city of a half a million people without a single
building standing. We found pain, sorrow, and misfortune on every hand.
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(STRIEKE WHILE THE IRON IS HOT)
VOLUME 5. HONOLULU, HAWAIIL, U. S. A., DEC. 18, 1923

Bizarre Preacher
Startles Ad Club

Manley P. Hall is Only 22 Years
Old but He Tosses Aeons of |
Ages Around as if They Were so |
Much Chicken Feed

As President Stanley ucmmziei
expressed it in thanking, the head-!
liter or the luucheon progrim iasi?
Wednesday, “you never can tell
what's going to come off at an Ad !
Club meeting.”

What came off at last week's
meeting was something new, even
in Ad Club history. The Ad Club-
bers, meeting, as they do once a|
year, at the Central Y. M. C. A,
heard the speaker of the day, Rev. l
Manley P. Hall, of Loce Ahng-hail- |
aise, state that Hawaii is 15.000,000
years old and i{s the tops of moun-
tains once belonging to a continent |
whose emperors ruled the world.
They heard him declare that these
islands were once, for a short
time, the residence of one of the
12 Masters of the world—a dozen |
that, he said, includes Christ, |

| Buddha, Confucius, Zoroaster and '
| the other great religious leaders. |

It is a physiological fact that/
most of the Ad Club mouths hung
gapingly open while the speaker
reeled off polysyllabic names out of

| the ancient and modern religions
and spoke lightly of hundreds of
millions of years as though they '
were but a day. "
Rev. Mr. Hall is in physical ap-|
pearance a striking figure;
| Dressed bizarrely, he wears his|
black hair in the fashion of the’
stage poet, cultivates a languishing
glance and evidently yearns to be
classed as a mysticc. But he is
modest. He disclaimed being the
re-incarnation of Pythagoras, as a |
reporter for the morning paper
had quoted him as saying he was,
although he admitted being a be. |
liever in the doctrine of re-incar-
nation, which he said he had been
preaching in his church in TLos
Angeles for two years. e

Mr. Hall spoke too rapidly d
juggled too deftly ﬂ&_ﬁ:v
names to be quoted in full. It
will be sufficient to pick out a few
highlights from his address. Here .
they are:

“All the religlons of the world ¢
are only one in essence. There

never was a false religion.”
“The Hawailan myths go back




millions of years.” t

“The anclent Egyptians and the
American Indians were one race.
The-Indlans were descended ]
Egyptians who came over to <
Ame_rlubymotﬂnmlon.

t of Atlantig*

jdeas and worshipped them ever
fince.” |
%“A heathen is defined by the dic-
to as a man that doesn't

“Bete f,;'t:fln ‘fﬁ“ﬁé’;“’gﬁ# I became aware of the quality of the Japanese

chara ith me for a long time. My rickshaw man was
to ta o-the-mrattrfrote]l in Yokohama, which incidentally now was. . .

a shack put together out of empty beer bottles with a cot in it. . . And he
asked if he could stop for a moment. . . He wanted to pause for just a few
moments to say a prayer in the block where his family had died. His
mother, his father, his wife and his children had all died together. [46]

“After that experience with him, I asked him, ‘How do you feel about
all this? What does this mean?’ He said, ‘I have faith. I believe. . . I must
accept. I cannot question. I believe that those whom I have loved have left
here but they are still alive. I believe they will be born again. I believe
they will live here. I believe there is no end. And in this hope of the
continuance of their life I have peace.’” [47]

Photographs show Hall clad in white trousers, a heavy dark coat and
pith helmet as he crossed to Korea, stayed briefly in Peking, China, and
went on to Burma and India, arriving just as Gandhi was released from
prison after a hunger strike. After delivering a lecture in Calcutta, he was
invited to walk in a parade and his appearance was publicized in local
newspapers. He traveled on through Egypt and central Italy.

Throughout that 38,000-mile journey he called the “single most
important episode in my life,” people were either fascinated or frightened
by the imposing self-styled mystic from Los Angeles armed with endless
stories of reincarnation, odd gods and lost continents. His remarks often
provoked news articles with headlines such as “Bizarre Preacher Startles
Ad Club,” “Noted Radical Preacher from Los Angeles Speaks,” and “A
World Religion is Advocated by Tourist.”

In Honolulu’s Wela-ka-hao newspaper, a reporter wrote: “Rev. Mr. Hall
is in physical appearance a striking figure. Dressed bizarrely, he wears
black hair in the fashion of a stage poet, cultivates a languishing glance
and evidently yearns to be classed as a mystic. But he is modest. He
disclaimed being the reincarnation of Pythagoras, as a reporter for the



morning paper had quoted him as saying he was, although he admitted
being a believer in reincarnation, which he said he had been preaching in
his church in Los Angeles for two years.” [48]



Claumng that the pyranu&s arc
125,000 years old and the source of
Masonic thought, that ‘“the Shining
City’’ of the isle of Los Atlantis”
is .still another source and believing
in reincarnation so strongly that ke
feels he may be the reincarnation
of Pythagoras, Rev. Manley Hall
of Los Angeles, a passenger aboar:
the Franconia, has an unusual ou!-
look on life.

Although an ordained ministe:,
only 22 years of age, a toweriag
physical figure with long, dark,
curly loeks and features which
would make him. valuable for the

Hall makes headlines ’H%%t the Oberammergau Passion
, Bev. Mr. Hall is-a student ol
Hall dlspatc}ﬁdiedtbaﬁm.of Hettltndieu Bliddkisi-back home. One

described his dis E?Wmhl e ?&Flﬁtﬁkmg and beating a
Hong Kong resid Va t “on the same sidewalk
with him.” [49] mﬁ tﬁglﬂm%&ewlem where, Hall
opined, life had nqlb]ﬂt@o vmlbfhbihhcﬂlﬂnmes Yet another
told of the super lﬂ gukbie BP n enarcs who seemingly
induced a mango % &WK)r%ﬂecﬂ) teﬂnusw

marksblo .religious symbol, " somc-
thing like' a.cross and yet some-
thing that represents his ideal of
all religions. It is studded wita

diamonds_ and. other; precious stoncs
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ODIN AND THE ODINIC
MYSTERIES

A Manuscript Never Before
Published

By Manly P. Hall

Before taking up a study of this re-
markable individual. it will be well to call
to mind the fact that Odin, the Father
God of the Northern pcoples, really ex-
isted, and that around his literal life story,
have been wound many legends and stories
which belong to the ancient mysteries
which he brought with him from India.
First it will be well to consider Odin the
Initiate. In the general History, Cyclo-
pedia and Dictionary of Freemasonry,
Robert McCoy, Thirty-third Degree,
writes as follows :

“It appears from the Northern Chron-
icles that in the first century of the
Christian Era. Sigge the Chief of the
Aser, an Asiatic tribe, immigrated from
the Caspian Sea and the Caucasus into
Northern Europe. He directed his course
Northwesterly from the Black Sea to Rus-
sia over which, according to the tradition,
he placed one of his sons as the ruler,
as he is said to have done over the Sax-
ons and Franks. He then advanced
through Cimbria to Denmark, which
acknowledged his fifth son Skiold as its
sovereign and passed over to Sweden
where Gylf who did homage to the won-
derful stranger and was initiated into his
mysteries, then ruled.” He (Odin) sopn
made himself master here, built Sigtuna as
the capital of his empire and promulgated
a new code of laws, and established the
sacred mysteries. He himself assumed
the name of Odin, founded the priesthood

__ _{(Continued from Page 6, Col. 1)

Hall also wrote, “I once discussed the problem of miracles with a very
learned Brahmin pundit whose conclusions on the subject may be

Delays in Publication “Masonic,
Hermetic and Rosecrucian
Symbolical Philosophy” Will
Result in Better Book.

Printer, Platemaker and Artist
Pronounce It Unique

That the “Encyclo-
pedic Outline of Ma-
sonic, Hermetic and
Rosicrucian Symbolic-
al  Philosophy,” by
Manly P. Hall which
many on the West
Coast are eagerly
awaiting will be not
only the most elabor-
| ate volume ever
printed on the Pacific
| Coast but will also be
- one of the most beau-

tiful from the artistic

MANLY' P, HALL

standpoint.

Mr. Hall has been industriously at work
upon it since the first of the year. As
time goes on, -intensive research has
brought to light a number of important
subjects which he had not contemplated
incorporating into the book. But the im-
portance of the subjects has caused him
to change somewhat the original plan, and
the result will be a book considerably
greater and more complete than the one
first outlined. The changes which have
been made have approximately doubled

the cost of production, so that whereas -

the original book was being published at a
loss, this new and improved outline will
result in a volume costing in the neighbor-
hood of $50,000 to produce.

(Continued on page 5, Col. 2)

First Issue Bﬁbuted

From Seattle to San Diego

“All-Seeing Eye” Reincarnates

We have the pleasure of announcing
the reappearance of “The All-Seeing Eye,”
Volume III, No. 1. After two years and
seven months of incarnation, our monthly
magazine reincarnates as a weekly news-
paper.

You are now looking at the first copy.
It will be devoted to philosophy, science
and religion and the editorial staff promise
that the readers will not be confronted
with crime, scandal and sensational matter
from the front page.

We have long felt the need of some
channel through which we might keep
our friends informed concerning our ac-
tivities. As the official organ of our ac-
tivities, “The All-Seeing Eye” will present
many articles of interest to students of
philosophy and ethics. Our family of
friends has increased from a few hundred
to over 25,000 on the Pacific Coast alone,
and it is ever more difficult to keep this
group in touch with the message we are
seeking to disseminate. Therefore, a plan
has been conceived by means of which it
will be possible to deliver several lectures
each week in your own home,

In each issue of this weekly messenger
will appear news items covering current
activities and outlining our future plans.
Each issue will also contain several spe-
cial articles. Other features of interest
will include the reprinting of some of our
first writings which have been out of print
for several years, together with excerpts
from hitherto unpublished’ manuscripts
and sermons.

From time to time rare and curious
items from old books and manuscripts will
be published; oceasionally an unusual plate
together with its description will be repro-
duced.

(Continued on page 4, Col. 2)



summarized as follows: ‘You Christians believe that He [Jesus] turned
water into wine; that He raised the dead, healed the sick, passed through
closed doors, and multiplied the loaves and fishes. Do you believe the day
of miracles ended two thousand years ago? Your Jesus told His disciples
that greater things than He did they should do. Why, then, do you declare
the miracle-working of India to be false?’” [50]

He returned to the United States in February 1924 by way of New
York, with more than four hundred photographs taken with a four-by-five
Graflex box camera, which would accompany him for decades. [51]

When he next took to the pulpit at his Church of the People, he was
sporting a beard. His adherents expressed their displeasure with his
whiskers by dropping a few razors into the collection plate.

As Easter rolled around in 1924, the now worldly Hall was lining his
church’s course with an array of novel activities including stereopticon
slide presentations of his trip, and feisty public debates over provocative
topics: Should the United States police the world? Is modern democracy
detrimental to culture? Are motion pictures destructive of public morals?
In one debate, Hall opposed the idea that “women have no faith in god or
man.”

In November 1926, Hall revived the All-Seeing Eye as a 10-cent
weekly newspaper devoted to philosophy, science and religion. Published
out of Room 301 in the Trinity Auditorium Building near 9th Street on
Grand Avenue in Los Angeles, it now also served as a clever platform in
which to trumpet progress being made on Hall’s elaborate compendium of
occult philosophy and symbols.

Hall’s weekly messenger drew heavily from his growing home library,
and laid out the basic themes and principles and literary forms that he
would rely on throughout his long, curious career. He included news items
clipped from mainstream publications, question-and-answer sections,
notices of upcoming events and feature articles on interpretations of
biblical stories, Egyptian initiation rites, chakras and glands, alchemy,
astrology, Buddhism and reincarnation. He also wrote about the
mysterious magician Count de St. Germain, Madame Blavatsky and the
theory that Sir Francis Bacon was the true author of Shakespeare’s plays.

Other articles spoke of the healing powers of arts and crafts, the
grinding mindlessness of modern city life, the relationship between stress



and disease, and the false promises of most of the metaphysical pursuits
that were suddenly all the rage in Los Angeles.

“Nearly all who spend a few years in modern metaphysics,” he warned
in the March 23, 1927 edition of the Al/-Seeing Eye, “come out broken in
mind and body, self-centered egotists who do not know where they are
mentally, have lost all desire to work, and wander from one teacher to
another searching for knowledge until at last the insane asylum or the state
grave yard claims them.” City life, he observed a month later, “is just a
rush from one street car to another, from one lunch stool to another, from
one excitement to another. There is one general result of it all and that is a
nervous breakdown.” For relief, Hall prescribed, among other things, the
writings of Philippus Aureolus Theophrastus Bombastus von Hohenheim,
the 16th-century Swiss medical physician and alchemist also known as
Paracelsus.

The explorations of the brilliant, belligerent and pudgy Paracelsus, one
of the first to stress the power of mind over bodily function, helped trigger
a struggle between medicine and magic. Paracelsus proposed that
conflicted spiritual convictions can lead to disease, and that the vital
energy of life is channeled into the lives of living things. Energy out of
control, or blocked, disrupts the mental and emotional life and renders the
individual vulnerable to sickness. A great magician is a master of this
energy, which he called forth with the magic wand of his will.

Paracelsus did not invent these ideas. They were adapted from myriad
early mystics and religious doctrines. Socrates, for example, once chose a
secluded, shady place to meet with his disciples because the spirits who
inhabited that spot would contribute dignity and richness to the discourse.
Iamblichus believed in guardian spirits not unlike Guardian Angels of
Christianity. Pythagoreans described Deity as an infinite being whose body
is composed of the substance of light and whose soul is composed of the
substance of truth. Kabbalists regarded the psyche as an organism, and
physical creation as a manifestation of spiritual emanations. Ancient
Oriental acupuncture procedures in which small needles are inserted into
certain body points to improve health grew out of the belief that
disturbances in the flow of natural life forces lead to a disease state.

“Paracelsus,” Hall wrote, “the hermeticist and the mystic, the original
thinker who gained his knowledge not from long-coated pedagogues but



from dervishes in Constantinople, witches, gypsies and sorcerers; who
invoked spirits, captured the rays of the celestial bodies in dew, of whom it
is said he cured the incurable, gave sight to the blind, cleansed the leper,
and even raised the dead, and whose memory could turn aside a plague—
this ‘magician’ is the father of chemical medicine.” [52]

Long before psychologists began talking about complexes, obsessions,
various neuroses and stress-related diseases, Paracelsus had identified
them as harmful parasitic organisms that feed off the abnormal thoughts
and emotions of the person who has the problems. Paracelsus’ medical
therapies included the cultivation of wisdom and positive thoughts.

“As a man may have a moldy piece of bread,” Hall wrote, “so he may
have a mind on which certain lichens have fastened, growing and
flourishing off of his wvitality. . . This is not a rational creature, but
something that lives for self-preservation, like all living things. Most of us
have one, highly developed, and most people have several.” [53] Lichens
or not, Manly P. Hall was about to become one of the most celebrated
spiritual figures of the 1920s.
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