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The Ancient Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons

"Only the fighters have any hope of beating the system once it's at work against them," he told me. "Most people, fighters or not, are beaten in the end, though. It's . . . you see, I ... you finish up not knowing who you can trust. You can get no help because your story sounds so paranoid that you are thought a crank, one of those nuts who think the whole world is a conspiracy against them. It is a strange phenomenon. By setting up a situation that most people will think of as fantasy, these people can poison every part of a person's life. If they give in they go under. If they don't give in It's only putting off the day because if they fight, so much unhappiness will be brought to the people around them that there will likely come a time when even their families turn against them out of desperation. When that happens and they are without friends wherever they look, they become easy meat. The newspapers will not touch them.

There is no defence against an evil which only the victims and the perpetrators know exists."

-Christopher X., Freemason, Whitehall high civil servant, as recorded by Stephen Knight and published in his book, The Brotherhood

Freemasonry is probably the easiest to address of the ancient secret societies. Most readers have seen or been inside Masonic lodges, and are acquainted at least with the existence of Freemasonry's secret rites and vows to secrecy. That this secret society has survived is not in itself a topic of controversy. The role and stance of Freemasonry is a different matter. An early realization is that Freemasonry is a religion.

It is commonly accepted that Freemasonry has its roots in the guilds of the latter medievil era, when the art and science of cathedral building (in northwestern Europe - particularly, France and Germany) was reaching its zenith. Craftsmen carried around treasure troves of trade secrets in their heads, and by organizing into guilds, they could share those secrets in a controlled manner. Freemasonry's roots are evidenced not only in its name, but also in its chief symbols: the T-square, the compass, the rule, the level, the Bible, etc.

The term ``Freemason'' is itself something of a lie. A Freemason is not a free mason, he is a mason with obligations. The term probably came into use because membership in a guild provided the impression of freedom relative to the independent mason with no collective bargaining power (using a twentieth century term to describe fourteenth century labor relations).

From the start, a guilded Freemason had a motive to oppose innovation in his field wherever it might occur outside his own guild. This follows naturally from the realization that a guild of masons, with its cache of trade secrets, competes with other masons and is made less competitive by the innovations of masons not in the guild.

A guild is, of course, a union. A union is an institution in which the individual members agree, upon joining, to be bound by certain primacies of the collective. E Pluribus Unum, "out of many, one," was included in the Great Seal by the Masonic founders of the United States to signal this principle - specifically, the subordination of the several states to the Union, and generally, regionalization, globalization, and collectivization.

Freemasonry has a tradition of providing charity to the needy and downtrodden, exhibiting a key dimension of bourgeois socialism. This charity angelicalizes Freemasonry, protecting it from casual attack, since an attack on Freemasonry appears to naïve observers to be principally an attack on an institution of charity. This is, of course, the basic motivation for government charity in national bourgeois socialism - with the additional motive of pacifying the needy to reduce the incidence of social disruption. Freemasonry is also growth-oriented and hegemonical, since every individual who is a member is an asset, and every individual who is not a member is a threat. Importantly, were Freemasonry to achieve an actual hegemony, there would be no net benefit, since Freemasonry only provides a benefit for members relative to non-members.

Freemasonry - in particular, its traditions of collectivization and charity - are at least centuries and possibly millennia old. There is evidence of an ideological and institutional continuum clear back to stoneworkers in ancient Egypt. Whatever its time of origin, Freemasonry emerged from the dark ages an influential organization ideologically similar to today's. It is almost surely the ancestor of Marxism and of modern Maitreyanism. Below, this chapter contains evidence and arguments supporting this thesis in detail. In the previous paragraph, the futility of a Masonic hegemony is noted, but of course history has proven the hegemony to be worse than futile: those countries in which Marxism has been nominally implemented have been harmed by it.

The original Freemasons were artisans, but at some point toward the end of the Middle Ages, the guilds began accepting members who were not artisans, but whose occupations impinged on masonic occupations. From this initial trickle, a growing influx of non-artisans replaced the artisans, making Freemasonry's original purpose and symbology purely metaphorical, and expanding its actual purpose to something vague and much broader. Critically, the keeping and controlled sharing of trade secrets, and the opposition to uncontrolled innovation, survived the transition. The meaning of "trade" was expanded to include the full breadth of commerce and society, and "innovation" was similarly expanded to include any innovation, whether technological, scientific, or cultural. The motif of bricklaying was sublimated into the idea of building a society as though of bricks and mortar. Once artisans were a negligeable proportion of the membership, the membership became overwhelmingly dominated by second handers. The institution of Freemasonry - its idiosyncratic system of rituals, symbols, and myths - became a meme complex without reference. Freemasonry became just another institution that pursues only its own consolidation and perpetuation. The bargain struck between this institution and its members is that, in compensation for perpetuating the system of rituals, symbols, myths, and the control structure embodied by the network of lodges and councils, the members will benefit from the favoritism - inadvertent or deliberate - of other members.

One cannot be inducted into Freemasonry without professing to believe in a "Supreme Being" - an extrinsic omnipotence of the type described in the Judeo-Christian corpus. Amusingly, Freemasonry does not as an institution care which theistic God one acknowledges, so long as at least one is acknowledged. Hindus, with their pantheon of Gods, are very much eligible, since a Masonic edict recognized the Hindu Pantheon as a manifestation of the "Supreme Being." As some readers know, the Masonic name for God is not in fact "Supreme Being" but "Great Architect." This is an early hint at the "revelations" experienced in the course of ascending from Apprentice (first degree) to the high degrees, culminating semi-publicly in ascension to the 33rd degree.

By excluding those individuals who will not profess a belief in a doctrinal Supreme Being, Masonry protects itself from those who are constitutionally incapable of embracing or feigning embrace of institutional idiosyncracies and irrationalities. Such people are toxic to the memetic foundation of institutions, and particularly to religious institutions (Freemasonry being such an institution). At least nominally, one can become a Masonic Apprentice only by taking the initiative, seeking the sponsorship of two Masons. This also protects Masonry, by tending to exclude those who are not constitutionally attracted to ritualism and ostensibly exclusive societies. Those who do have such a constitutional attraction, by their nature and by the investment principle, are less likely to admit disillusionment at any stage of their ascension.

By the 33rd degree, the true, deistic meaning of the term "Great Architect" is revealed. Elite Freemasonry is not at all compatible with any of the traditional mass faiths. The Great Architect is a deistic "god" which does not interfere with the universe or, in fact, exist in any meaningful way. Elite Freemasonry is in fact atheistic - not agnostic, but atheistic, and its "Jahbulon" god-character is primarily a foil, but containing some lasting allegorical significance. The grimier secret of elite Masonry is a set of counter-memes similar to those I have enumerated above as a response to the Gospel of Matthew. With this revelation, the institution of Freemasonry is of indisputably great benefit to those members who are not so prejudiced (memetically infected) that they are incapable of appreciating the truth of the revelations. This revelation - that Christianity is a fraud - was of immediate and palpable relevance to the guilded masons of the Dark and Middle Ages, whose guilds were to evolve into the Masonic lodges. The elites among them were empowered by the knowledge that the patricians and architects, in constructing the great cathedrals, were colluding in the perpetration of a grand fraud. The elite guilded masons, thus, consciously participated in the fraud.

Thomas Jefferson wrote tellingly - if cryptically - of the Jahbulon foil, in a letter to his nephew, Peter: "The Christian god can be easily pictured as virtually the same as the many ancient gods of past civilizations. The Christian god is a three headed monster; cruel, vengeful and capricious. If one wishes to know more of this raging, three headed beast-like god, one only needs to look at the caliber of the people who say they serve him. They are always of two classes: fools and hypocrites." Jefferson, an elite, possibly Illuminized Freemason, knew the truth, as you and I do. And as I do, he felt the urge to dispel the evil system of myths.

The network of Masonic lodges spans all the continents. Its nuclei are in England, Scotland, Bavaria, and now the United States, and rites imported from or derivative of those of these nuclei are practiced in India, Russia, Hong Kong and Taiwan, and South Africa, and of course many other countries - perhaps almost all countries. Lodges within a rite are numbered uniquely and formally chartered, so that there is a definite discipline. Freemasonry is a very early example, and perhaps the earliest example with real historical impact, of a pervasive global secret society. This is very significant in and of itself. By all indications, however, the lodges are not arranged in any sort of command hierarchy. Lodges ostensibly guard their independence jealously, and this is a claim I believe to be true.

So, now the critical question: what connection, if any, is there between Freemasonry and the twentieth century councils of elites (CFR, TLC, Bilderbergers, etc.)? The answer is quite simple. The principle purpose of the councils of elites is to provide arenas in which machinations can be coordinated - and often, the participants do not think of the machinations as such, but just as "what is necessary and proper" in the circumstances as they perceive them. Freemasonry provided bootstrapping arenas for this coordination, and to this day provides arenas for coordination. The oligarchist world government conspiracy grew out of Freemasonry and illuminism, and its partisans co-opt anything they perceive to be advantageous. The cooperative, monopolistic, corporate paradigm of Bilderberg is largely Masonic in character.

Here are some excerpts from Masonic Beliefs and Practices, with interposed discussion:

"While there probably are some actual stone-workers who are Masons, Masonry does not teach its membership the literal techniques of stonework. Rather, it takes the actual 'operative' work of Medieval Masons and uses it as an allegory for moral development. Thus, the symbols of Masonry are the common tools that were used by medieval stonemasons: the gavel, the rule, the compass, the square, the level, etc. Each of these has a symbolic meaning in Masonry. For example, Masons are said to meet 'on the level', meaning that all Masons are brothers, regardless of social status, personal wealth, or office within the Lodge or in the world at large. Similar symbolism exists for other tools."
-Andrew Fabbro, Freemasonry FAQ Version 1.2

"Liberté, égalité, fraternité" - a credo of the French revolution that survives to the present day - is consonant with the Masonic ethos, as evidenced by the meeting "on the level." The credo means "liberty, equality, brotherhood." The trouble is that a society must choose between liberty and equality; it cannot have both. The 1848 socialist revolution in France is plausibly reported to have been fomented and orchestrated by the traditionally socialist Freemasons and by the descendent of a splinter group, the anarcho-communist Illuminati.

"Wither our Master Hiram Abif had retired to pay his adoration to the Most High, as was his wonton custom, it being the hour of high twelve."
-Masonic Ritual

The protoreligious influence on Freemasonry is obvious here. Modern religions have their ancient roots in religions of sun worship - particlarly, that practiced in Egypt. Below, The Origins of Christianity and the Quest for the Historical Jesus Christ investigates these roots in detail.

"According to Masonic tradition Hiram was murdered by three of his assistants [Jubela, Jubelo, and Jubelum] soon after he had completed the bronzework of the Temple [of Solomon]. And this event was for some reason regarded as so laden with meaning that is was commemorated in the initiation ceremonies for Master masons - in which each initiate was required to play the role of the murder victim."
-Graham Hancock, The Sign and the Seal

"To the initiated Builder the name Hiram Abiff signifies 'My Father, the Universal Spirit, one in essence, three in aspect.' Thus the murdered Master is a type of the Cosmic Martyr - the crucified Spirit of Good, the dying god - whose Mystery is celebrated throughout the world." "The efforts made to discover the origin of the Hiramic legend show that, while the legend in its present form is comparatively modern, its underlying principles run back to remotest antiquity. It is generally admitted by modern Masonic scholars that the story of the martyred Hiram is based upon the Egyptian rites of Osiris, whose death and resurrection figuratively portrayed the spiritual death of man and his regeneration through initiation into the Mysteries. Hiram is also identified with Hermes through the inscription on the Emerald Tablet."
-Manly P. Hall, Masonic, Hermetic, Quabbalistic & Rosicrucian Symbolical Philosophy

As evidenced above, the Egyptian theme, and a death theme (death of an architect, no less), assert themselves early.

"The ancient Mysteries did not cease to exist when Christianity became the world's most powerful religion. Great Pan did not die! Freemasonry is the proof of his survival. The pre-Christian Mysteries simply assumed the symbolism of the new faith, perpetuating through its emblems and allegories the same truths which had been the property of the wise since the beginning of the world. There is no true explanation, therefore, for Christian symbols save that which is concealed within pagan philosophy. Without the mysterious keys carried by the hierophants of the Egyptian, Brahmin, and Persian cults the gates of Wisdom cannot be opened."
-Manly P. Hall, Masonic, Hermetic, Quabbalistic & Rosicrucian Symbolical Philosophy

The Origins of Christianity and the Quest for the Historical Jesus Christ documents this conclusion in great detail.

"In ancient Egypt, the engineers, draftsmen, and masons who worked on the big architectural projects were accorded a special status. They were organized into elite guilds..." 
"Evidence of the existence of these special guilds was uncovered by archaeologist Petrie during his expeditions to the Libyan desert in 1888 and 1889. In the ruins of a city built around 300 BC, Dr. Petrie's expedition uncovered a number of papyrus records. One set described a guild that held secret meetings around the year 2000 BC. The guild met to discuss working hours, wages, and rules for daily labor. It convened in a chapel and provided relief to widows, orphans, and workers in distress. The organizational duties described in the papyri are very similar to those of 'Warden' and 'Master' in a modern branch of...Freemasonry.
-William Bramley, The Gods of Eden

"I am the great God in the divine boat...I am a simple priest in the underworld anointing in Abydos, elevating to higher degrees of initiation...I am Grand Master of the craftsmen who set up the sacred arch for a support."
-Thoth to Osiris, The Egyptian Book of the Dead

"According to a very old Masonic tradition, the Egyptian god Thoth "had played a major part in preserving knowledge of the mason craft and transmitting it to mankind after the flood...."
-David Stevenson, The Origins of Freemasonry

"...The author of a well researched academic study [The Origins of Freemasonry]...went so far as to say that, in their early days, the Masons had regarded Thoth as their patron."

"...The Book of Enoch has always been of great significance to Freemasons, and...certain rituals dating back to long before Bruce's time [1730-1794] identified Enoch himself with Thoth, the Egyptian god of wisdom." In the Royal Masonic Cyclopaedia is an entry 'that Enoch was the inventor of writing', 'that he taught men the art of building', and that, before the flood, he 'feared that the real secrets would be lost - to prevent which he concealed the grand Secret, engraven on a white oriental porphyry stone, in the bowels of the earth'."
-Graham Hancock, The Sign and the Seal

In Freemasonry, "God" is called "Jahbulon," a term the etymology of which is explained thusly:

In the initiation ceremony, the candidate is told: 

"It is a compound word and its combinations form the word Jah-Bul-On. Jah the first part, is the Chaldean [Sumerian] name of God and signifies his essence and majesty incomprehensible; it is also a Hebrew word signifying 'I am' and 'shall be', thereby expressing the actual, future and eternal existence of the Most High. Bul is an Assyrian word, signifying Lord or Powerful, it is itself a compound word signifying in or on; and Bul signifying Heaven on High, therefore this word means Lord in Heaven or on High. On is an Egyptian word, signifying Father of All, and is also a Hebrew word implying strength or power, and expressive of the omnipotence of the Father of all. All the significations of these words may, therefore, be thus collected: - I am and shall be; Lord in Heaven; Father of all."
-Masonic ritual quoted in Christopher Knight and Robert Lomas, The Hiram Key: Pharaohs, Freemasons and the Discovery of the Secret Scrolls of Jesus

"1. JAH. This name of God is found in the 68th Psalm, v. 4. [Yahweh]
2. BAAL or BEL. This word signifies a lord, master, or possessor, and hence it was applied by many of the nations of the East to denote the Lord of all things, and the Master of the world.
3. ON. This was the name by which JEHOVAH was worshipped among the Egyptians."
-Duncan's Masonic Ritual and Monitor or Guide to the Three Symbolic Degrees of the Ancient York Rite

"During dynastic Egypt Ra's [the god of the sun during dynastic Egypt] cult center was Annu (Hebrew 'On', Greek 'Heliopolis', modern-day 'Cairo')."
-Shawn C. Knight (),"Egyptian Mythology FAQ"

"ON is but another name for the [Egyptian] god Amen...and...in Revelation 1:8, in the original, inspired text of this verse, the Greek word Christ used was 'On' - the 'existing one'."
-Brad Steiger, Worlds Before Our Own

by Legatus@hotmail.com, from the web site of the National Euro-American Student Union, from http://esu.simplenet.com/ursus.htm:

WHY IS THERE AN UNFINISHED PYRAMID ON
THE BACK OF A DOLLAR BILL?

(Do you REALLY want to know?) 

Take a Dollar Bill--now hardly more than scrap paper--and look at it. Carefully! On the front's an extract from the famous portrait of Washington. At the top are the words "Federal Reserve Note." 

What does that mean? Nothing actually! It's there so you won't confuse it with, say, Monopoly Money. The important part is in tiny print right under the ornately engraved The United States of America: "This note is legal tender for all debts, public and private." Which means that one must accept this "note" at face value in payment. What's it backed by? Nothing! A concrete example that the federal government possess the power to legally counterfeit. It wasn't always that way, but that's the way it is now. 

Turn it over. You'll see the backside is printed using green ink. That's why the government's Funny-Money was dubbed "greenbacks" when it first appearedduring Mr. Lincoln's war to crush the Confederacy: those states who wanted out. After they'd been wasted and "reconstructed", a degree of sanity returned: the federal government stopped counterfeiting--for a while. Still the name"greenbacks" stuck. When the feds resumed counterfeiting, big time under Roosevelt II, the green ink (on all Federal Reserve Bunk Notes) stayed. 

The "In God We Trust" was added during Eisenhower's administration. Before that time, it was never seen on any U.S. currency or coin. It was a sop to the Christian bigots, because The United States of America was founded by men who had openly rejected Christianity and all other "revealed" religions. The Great Seal of the United States depicted on this near worthless "note" is a good starting point for relating how very well educated men, who managed to keep their powdered wigs intact during a July in Philadelphia, set out to recreate the Roman Republic, the same way the Zionists recreated Israel, out of thirteen rebellious British colonies. 

Take a look at the Great Seal. The first thing you should notice is there's not a single word in the English language on it. Not one! It's entirely written in Latin--and rather arcane Latin at that. The obverse (front) presents a heraldic eagle, the red-white-blue national colors forming a shield covering its body. In its beak, the eagle holds a scroll with the Latin motto e pluribus unum on it. In its right talon, the direction the eagle is facing, it holds an olive branch; in it's, left thirteen arrows bunched together. Above it are thirteen stars radiating stars breaking through a cloud. (The obverse is also the national Coat of Arms and utilized to form the Presidential shield, along with representations of sovereignty.) 
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The reverse (back) presents a very arcane image: an unfinished pyramid in the middle of a wasteland (scrubby weeds around the base indicating it's a wasteland). There are thirteen levels to the pyramid, with "1776" (in Roman numerals)carved in the base. Above the pyramid is a human eye inside a triangle surrounded by what's called a "glory": a radiation. At the top are the Latin words Annuit Coeptis; at the bottom a banderole (or ribbon) with more Latin: Novus Ordo Seclorum.What's it mean? Who designed it? When and where? How does it prove the U.S. was intended to be the Roman Republic, reborn in the New World? And how does it affirm the claim that the U.S. was founded by Secular Humanists? Read on! 

The Great Seal of a country is more than merely a legal nicety. In lieu of a crown, it is the Representation of Nationhood. The importance of a seal cannot be overstated.That's the reason Congress, on the same day Independence was proclaimed (July 4, 1776), appointed a committee to design a Great Seal for this new nation. Whom did they appoint? Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, and Thomas Jefferson: that's whom! The most illustrious and world-famous American, along with the two men who were to become the second and third presidents, the same men who had been part of the select committee which presented Congress with the Declaration of Independence (almost entirely written by Jefferson), and none of whom were Christians! (Washington, no doubt, would have been included, but he was "otherwise engaged": a huge British force was on its way from Nova Scotia to New York. Washington wasn't a Christian either!) 

Well, what were these men, if they weren't Christians? They certainly weren't Jews or Muslims! They were "Deists," which was the polite 18th century term for Epicureans. Deists rejected all "revealed" religions out of hand. Yes, there was some Entity (the who and what they didn't presume to know), which had created the universe--and that was it. A popular metaphor was The Great Watchmaker: the universe was the "watch," which fashioned and wound, ran according to Natural Laws. Epicurus, the great Greek philosopher, had espoused the same doctrine. (Once the Christians seized power, they burned every work of Epicurus they could lay their hands on. Even though Epicurus wrote some 300 works, none have survived. Fortunately, a magnificent Latin poem, De Rerum Natura, by Lucretius made it--by accident. Lucretius' poetic exposition of Epicureanism (the title means On the Nature of Things) was spotted, exposed to the elements [!] in the library at Monte Cassino, by Boccaccio: the Italian humanist best known for his collection of bawdy tales, The Decameron. The abbot made him a present of this "pagan trash," and thus Lucretius' poem and a complete delineation of Epicureanism escaped the Christian bonfires.) 

They weren't atheists, as elementary logic dictates that nothing can proceed from nothing (nihil ex nihilo is how the ancients phrased it). They simply dismissed "revelations" as either mental aberrations or intentional chicanery. Jefferson, for example, simply threw the Old Testament in the trash, calling it nothing more than a record of barbarism passing itself off as revealed religion. He edited his own version of the New Testament, physically removing all reference to the supernatural. The moral teachings, especially the parable of the Good Samaritan, he held in high regard. As for bringing the dead back to like or virgins giving birth, he simply dismissed it as "monkish superstition" and snipped it out. (Jefferson's "Private Edition" is on display at his home, Montecello, near Charlottesville, Virginia.) 

The events which enhanced the status of Deism (i.e. Epicurianism in modern dress) were the discovery of some of those Natural Laws which kept the "watch" ticking, beginning with Copernicus and presented as a complete physical system by Issac Newton. Newton's monumental Principia Mathematica Philosophiae Naturalis (of course it was written in Latin; no serious scientific work was ever written in any other language at that time), augmented by the work and philosophy of Leibnitz, had provided the necessary impetus to Deism. (Hume's work on "Natural Religion" was not published until after his death; however, his views were well known.) Voltaire's cry, "Crush the infamy!" had electrified intellectual thought, and Rousseau's deification of Nature became the topic of the hour. (It should be remembered that David Hume provided Rousseau with sanctuary, despite Rousseau's severe paranoia.) Prelates and Popes hurled anathema after anathema at Deism. Indeed, Benjamin Franklin remarked that the constant stream of vindictive against Deism was the impetus for his eventual acceptance of it. 

The most important single piece of evidence in support of the Deistic (i.e. Epicurean) convictions of the Founders is the Declaration of Independence, principally the work of Thomas Jefferson. Jefferson was not a gifted orator (he stuttered), but he was an extremely talented writer. For over a year, the colonists had been engaged in civil war to defend their rights, all the while sending professions of loyalty to George III! While certain members of Parliament, principally John Wilkes and Issac Barre, had been adamant in their support for the colonials' position, the response of the government headed by Lord North (obviously with the King's assent) had been to escalate and intensify the conflict. Edmund Burke, the true father of rational Conservatism, denounced the actions of the North ministry from a conservative standpoint: the colonies had performed admirably under self-government; it was the King who was trying to change things, not the colonials. The conflict was a result of ill-conceived "novelty" on the part of the Crown! This unique argument feel on deaf ears: the British government remained inflexible. (The war was very unpopular in England, and many British officers resigned their commissions rather than take part in it.) 

The colonials were caught between a rock and a hard place. Most dreaded the idea of treason, for that's what independence would amount to. Some, but not all. Men like Jefferson, who were steeped in the classics, regarded it as an opportunity to refound the Roman Republic on American soil. One has to realize that in the 18th century, a classical education was the only education worth talking about. Why did they call the lowest level of schooling "grammar school" (a term which remained until quite recently)? Because the whole focus of the curriculum was to get the pupil ready to study Latin grammar. That was the important subject, and higher education meant more Latin and eventually Greek too. Jefferson, one should recall, attended William and Mary, the only institution of higher learning in Virginia (where he played string quartets with the Royal Governor). Jefferson and his peers were steeped in the classics. Plato, Aristotle, Cicero, Lucretius, Livy, and a myriad other writers of classical times weren't hazy figures from a distant past. They were real, living authors in the minds of these men. Epicurus made as much sense to them as he had to Lucretius. They didn't read these authors in some stilted translation. They read them in the original languages; and in the original Latin and Greek, they are very straight-forward and approachable. (The Roman poet Catullus would probably have been too modern for Jefferson's era, but he is totally in tune with our own.) 

The identification with Rome and things Roman were exceedingly strong. The Romans were totally tolerant towards religion. The upper classes considered trade unseemly and banking (usury) utterly vile. The only occupation worthy of a gentleman was agriculture, as agricultural wealth was natural. Such ethics were readily adopted by a man like Jefferson, who owned over 7,000 acres of prime Virginia farm land. Classical moralists allowed slavery but did not praise it: it was a necessary institution to advance civilization among barbarous peoples, while making them productive. That too fitted in with the attitude of the Southern gentry. (Jefferson owned 127 slaves, to whom he gave assorted classical names: "Cicero" being his personal valet.) 

The altercation with George III seemed like Roman history repeating itself. Rome was (according to legend) founded in 753 B.C., by Romulus and Remus. Early in her history, she came under the rule of foreign (Etruscan) kings. While at first beneficent, it later became tyrannical. The last king, Tarquin the Proud, went too far: he not only ruled autocratically, he took a fancy to one Lucretia, and when she spurned his advances, he raped her. That was the final straw. This king had made a mockery of just rule. Under the leadership of Junius Brutus, Tarquin was driven out, and a republic established in its place. When Tarquin tried to regain his throne with foreign help, Brutus' two sons went over to the ex-king's party.Upon being captured, they were tried for treason with their father as judge, and he ordered them put to death. The almost superhuman heroes of ancient Rome were the living heroes of every 18th century school boy. 

Washington was of one mind with Jefferson, but to the men in the field, treason was a heinous crime. One couldn't dwell at length upon Roman history with them, but one could appeal to their common sense, which is exactly what a newly arrived immigrant from Britain, by the name of Thomas Paine, did. His pamphlet Common Sense played an enormous role in convincing the masses that independence was not treason, but the only logical course of action. By the time Congress took up the issue, it was pretty well decided. What was needed was someone to present the colonial's case before history and posterity; and that "someone" was Thomas Jefferson, Deist and neo-Roman extraordinaire. 

In Jefferson's original draft of the Declaration of Independence, the word "God" never appears! Some delegates took exception to this. Jefferson dug in his heels. It was Benjamin Franklin, whose clout (actoritas the Romans called it) was enormous, who devised the compromise acceptable to the Deistic leaders (including Franklin!) and the other delegates. They would insert the word "God"; however, they would precede it with "Laws of Nature" (capitalized) and "Nature's" (ditto). The final form than read, "which the Laws of Nature and Nature's God ..." That was acceptable to everyone. 

Then Jefferson slyly slipped in the foundation for a new religion: "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, ..."One moment, please "self-evident" is an axiom: there's nothing to prove all men are created equal, nor that they are endowed with anything. Jefferson is laying down axiomatic statements: dogma, if you like. It's designed to pull the rug out from the Judeo-Christian concept of "God's anointed" and the Divine Right of Kings; but it's equally dogmatic. The religion he's writing a creed for is, essentially, Secular Humanism: no appeal to the divine for your actions; only Nature and our Credo. The other religious metaphors are so hazy"Creator, Supreme Judge" that a Deist like Franklin could sign along a Roman Catholic like Charles Carroll of Carrollton, without either being hypocritical. (Actually, nobody signed anything on July 4, 1776. The Declaration was merely proclaimed. It was then sent off to be printed and engrossed. The last signature wasn't affixed until 1777, nearly a year later.) It should also be pointed out that New York, which had considerable Loyalist sentiment and was about to be occupied by the main British force prudently abstained. That way, the record could show The Declaration was passed unanimously (nary an "opposed" vote), but New York justly stated it did not vote in favor--which would greatly reduce the chances of its being burned to the ground. 

Now, let's get back to the Great Seal, with just Franklin, Adams, and Jefferson running the show. Jefferson probably had a sketch of the eagle in his pocket when he showed up. Franklin is given credit for the e pluribus unum, and the layout was done in consultation with a local artist, recently arrived from France. It was Gaius Marius, the great Roman general, who made the eagle the universal standard of all things Roman. Before Marius' time, each legion had its own totem. Marius made the eagle Rome's totem; and from then on it has always stood for Romanitas. Even though the centuries produced changes in form, the eagle remained Rome. The reborn Roman eagle looks toward the olive branch of peace, as that's what it prefers. In the other talon are the arrows of war, if peace should not prevail. 

The obverse is far more arcane. The pyramid symbolizes enduring for all time, as the pyramids were the oldest known manmade structure. There is no top to the pyramid, as the work is not finished. The eye in the triangle symbolizes a Universal Awareness or Intelligence. This is totally in accord with Epicurus' determinism, later (in 1776 rather recently) incorporated into Newtonian physics and the monad-theory of Leibnitz. That the gods/God do not intervene does not mean they are unaware. Annuit Coeptis is extremely arcane Latin (and must have come from Jefferson, who of the three was the most steeped in the classics). Annuare means "to move the muscle of the neck: to nod." Whether in approval or merely taking note of is not explicit. There is, furthermore, no subject, and the genius of the Latin language is such that lacking a subject, one has to use a pronoun. All one can tell from the verb is that it's third-person, singular, perfect. The pronoun could be he/she/it. Coeptis is merely dative/ablative plural "to/for/of the beginnings/undertakings. The literal translation is (I believe) intentionally vague: "The nod has been given the beginnings." If one prefers, he can read that as "He(God) has approved the beginnings." That's one extreme translation. At the other extreme is "The Force has taken note of our undertakings" (being totally anachronistic). 

The final Latin phrase, Novus Ordo Seclorum presents no ambiguities: it means "A New Ordering of the Ages." Roman history was measured ab Urbe condita: "from the founding of the City." (In common use, who happened to be the consuls at the time was employed; however, as the consuls changed every year, such a system proved a burden to historians. Measuring time from the foundation of the city was less error prone.) The reordering of the ages has not come about as they longed for yet, but it is customary for the president to date proclamations etc. both in the conventional manner and "in the ninth year since the founding of The United States." 

There is no question that Franklin, Adams, and Jefferson (who designed the seal) as well as Washington on the front were Deists. When the Jesus-Thumpers (What other name really applies?) howl and scream about "Secular Humanism," they need to be reminded that Freedom of Religion includes Freedom from Religion. It's not correct to say that the Deists held forth nothing as sacred. When Jefferson wrote "Laws of Nature" and added "Nature's God" (under duress), he was being sincere. His love for Nature was based upon it's being the sole reality. His love of Rome was predicated upon the respect the Romans demonstrated toward fortitude, candor, and bravery. In Jefferson's view, as in the view of this author, Romulus is to the European what Abraham is to the Semite: the Universal Common Ancestor. Gaius Marius placed the eagle atop the standards of the legions, because this noble bird knows nothing of limits. It's freedom is boundless. Rome, as a concept, has never fallen. As long as there remain Peoples of the Eagle, it never will. That is what makes it an Eternal City, and that is why you find its totem and its language on the back of a dollar bill. 

SEMPER FIDELIS (et Semper Prudens)! 

Legatus@hotmail.com 
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from http://www.greatseal.com/symbols/fdr1935.html, from a 1951-Feb-6 letter from then Secretary of Agriculture (and later Vice President) Henry A Wallace:

In 1934 when I was Sec. of Agriculture I was waiting in the outer office of Secretary [of State Cordell] Hull and as I waited I amused myself by picking up a State Department publication which was on a stand there entitled, "The History of the Seal of the United States." Turning to page 53 I noted the colored reproduction of the reverse side of the Seal. The Latin phrase Novus Ordo Seclorum impressed me as meaning the New Deal of the Ages. Therefore I took the publication to President Roosevelt and suggested a coin be put out with the obverse and reverse sides of the Seal.

Roosevelt as he looked at the colored reproduction of the Seal was first struck with the representation of the "All-Seeing Eye," a Masonic representation of The Great Architect of the Universe. Next he was impressed with the idea that the foundation for the new order of the ages had been laid in 1776 but that it would be completed only under the eye of the Great Architect. Roosevelt like myself was a 32nd degree Mason. He suggested that the Seal be put on the dollar bill rather than a coin and took the matter up with the Secretary of the Treasury.

When the first draft came back from the Treasury the obverse side was on the left of the bill as is heraldic practice. Roosevelt insisted that the order be reversed so that the phrase "of the United States" would be under the obverse side of the Seal. I believe he was also responsible for introducing the word "Great" in the phrase "The Great Seal" as it is found under the reverse side of the Seal on the left of our dollar bills. Roosevelt was a great stickler for details and loved playing with them, no matter whether it involved the architecture of a house, a post office or a dollar bill.

In a 1955 letter, Wallace added some further details to the story:

I was struck by the fact that the reverse side of the Great Seal had never been used. I called it to Roosevelt's attention. He brought it up in Cabinet meeting and asked James Farley [Postmaster General and a Roman Catholic] if he thought the Catholics would have any objection to the "All-Seeing Eye" which he as a Mason looked on as a Masonic symbol of Deity. Farley said "no, there would be no objection."

                                                                                                                    more explanations from http://www.greatseal.com/symbols/index.html:

Symbolic Elements on the Great Seal
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A revolutionary American creation, the Great Seal is a unique combination 
of natural elements (eagle, olive branch, stars, cloud, light rays, eye) 
and universal symbols (pyramid, arrows, shield).

	Principal Symbolic Elements Incorporated into the Great Seal

Obverse 

· American Bald Eagle 

· Shield 

· Olive Branch 

· Bundle of Thirteen Arrows 

· Cloud 

· Constellation of Thirteen Stars 

Reverse 

· Unfinished Pyramid 

· Eye in a triangle 

· MDCCLXXVI (1776) 

Both Sides 

· A Glory surrounding 
• a constellation of 13 stars over the eagle's head 
• the eye of Providence at the pyramid's zenith 


Great Seal Symbols 
The American Eagle 

The American bald Eagle holds an Olive branch and a bundle of thirteen arrows, 
and in his beak a scroll inscribed with the Motto "E pluribus unum." (1782)
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The eagle was originally introduced as a minor symbolic element. 

The first design committee suggested a shield composed of the six emblems that represented the primary nations that migrated to America, including the German eagle. 

The third committee's first design specified an eagle on the summit of a doric column. They remarked, "The Eagle displayed is the Symbol of supreme Power & Authority, and signifies the Congress." Their second design included an Imperial Eagle of Germany (with two heads).

[image: image38.jpg]


Charles Thomson was the one who chose the American bald eagle – which is only found in North America – as the centerpiece of the Great Seal. Furthermore, he specified that it be "on the wing and rising" – with the wing tips down. Later, the eagle's appearance was changed to displayed. Thomson's original 1782 sketch is shown here.

Here's Looking at Peace 
In its talons, the eagle carries symbols representing "the power of peace and war." To emphasize the superiority of peace, Thomson placed the olive branch in the eagle's stronger right talon. 

Although not specified in the written description, Thomson's sketch and all dies of the Great Seal have shown the eagle's head facing toward the olive branch – further emphasizing peace.

	[image: image39.jpg]


This is not the case, however, for the Seal of the President of the United States. It used to show the eagle facing its left talon that holds the bundle of arrows symbolizing the "power of war."

On October 25, 1945, however, President Truman issued an Executive Order that specified the eagle on the Seal of the President face toward the olive branch. 


	Joseph Campbell observed: "Now look at the right side of the dollar bill. Here's the eagle, the bird of Zeus. The eagle is the downcoming of the god into the field of time. The bird is the incarnation principle of the deity. This is the bald eagle, the American eagle. This is the American counterpart of the eagle of the highest god, Zeus. 

"He come down, descending into the world of the pairs of opposites, the field of action. One mode of action is war and the other is peace. So in one of his feet the eagle holds thirteen arrows. That's the principle of war. In the other he holds a laurel [olive] leaf with thirteen leaves. That is the principle of peaceful conversation. The eagle is looking in the direction of the laurel. 

"That is the way these idealists who founded our country would wish us to be looking – diplomatic relationships and so forth. But thank God he's got the arrows in the other foot, in case this doesn't work. 

"Now, what does the eagle represent? He represents what is indicated in this radiant sign above his head." 


"You have seen what I have done to the Egyptians; and now I have taken you up as on the wings of eagles and brought you to Myself." – Exodus 19:4

This reference resonates with the first committee's theme for the reverse side of the Great Seal that suggested the motto, Rebellion to Tyrants is Obedience to God.

Time Travel for a Dollar 
The American Eagle tells how it got on the one-dollar bill.

Bald eagle photo courtesy of American Bald Eagle Information. 

See also: 
Aquila the Eagle: Myth and Symbology, Facts and History 
The American Eagle Foundation
Joseph Campbell excerpt from The Power of Myth 
©1988 Apostrophe S Productions, Inc., and Alfred van der Marck Editions

The Eagle Speaks 
Time Travel for a Dollar
After searching everywhere for movie-money, I could only find a one-dollar bill. From the looks of it, this buck had seen a lot of action – but I guess I wouldn't be seeing too much. After all, you can't even buy popcorn for a dollar.

Then something behind George's glazed gaze caught my eye. I'd seen it a thousand times before, but now I was quite curious and wondered: "How did that eagle ever get on our dollar in the first place?"

I was soon to find out, as a distant voice began to softly infiltrate my long-dulled by cathode-ray tube consciousness . . .

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   

"With Zeus I descended from Olympus into mortal fields of play – to raise Caesars from their funeral pyres and bring Soma, Indra's liquid fire. In Egyptian hieroglyphics I am A, the origin, the day. On starry nights you can see me leading Aquarius to the New Age, and from Christian pulpits I carry the Word upon the four winds. [image: image40.jpg]



"These old-world honors rightfully belong to my classical cousins, for I am the American eagle – Great Spirit's messenger. My headdress is the color of the Sun. My allies are the thunderbolt and the rainbow. My feathers, a blessing to medicine men and a boon to warriors. My flight, a prayer rising and grace descending.

"I soared above the valleys of your grandfathers' great grandfathers, adrift on warm thermals fragrant with summer rain. Lifted by the upward urge of the Creator, in ecstasy I flew. [image: image41.jpg]


I remember well the day that began my journey to become the emblem of your nation. It was many thousand moons ago – in the woodlands the English called 'Pennsylvania' – in the summer of the year you call 1737. For a day and a half, three men raced to grab land from the Delaware tribe. What had been promised to be a 'Walking' Purchase took twice the land it should have. The Indians lost their favored hunting grounds and, later, many people lost much more.

"Finally, a man of reason listened to the Delawares. He discovered and revealed the truth about the land swindle. He honored the words of their Chief and helped his voice reach the English Island King. Peace was restored between the colonizers and the tribes, for awhile. Although he was an outsider – born across the sea on an Emerald Isle – the Delawares recognized him as their brother, and in a solemn ceremony adopted him into their tribe. They named him Man-Who-Talks-the-Truth, and with him they shared secrets of centuries and the mystery of my kinship with the Indian nations. That happened in 1758.

"He had not yet seen 30 winters, but this young man carried my vision throughout his life. After many years, he found himself at the very center of the whirlwind that became a Revolution. This man was Charles Thomson, the Secretary of your entire Continental Congress. [image: image42.jpg]


There he honored his knowledge by choosing my image to bind the new Americans into one nation. He placed me on your Great Seal and gave me a bundle of brave arrows and a branch from the tree of peace.

"Although he was the one honored to go to Mt. Vernon and inform George Washington of his election as new Chief of all the States, Charles Thomson did not take part in your new government. Instead, for the next two decades he brought more words to light by translating the entire Bible from old world Greek into new world English.

"In his elder years, many wished him to write a history of the Revolution, because no one knew its hidden story better. But he refused and told them: 'No, for I should contradict all the histories of the great events of the Revolution, and show by my account of men, motives, and measures, that we are wholly indebted to the agency of Providence for its successful issue.' He even destroyed the secret journals he kept during the fighting of the Revolution and the arguing of the Constitution. Maybe that is why today you know little about Charles Thomson, even though this friend of the Indians chose me to symbolize America.

"I landed on that peculiar paper you call money during your Civil War, and on the back of your dollar during the World War. [image: image43.jpg]


Since 1935, I have shared the greenback with the pyramid and eye whose keen vision, like mine, bridges Heaven and Earth.

"For those who say I represent power and might, I tell you that is not me. I am more of harmony and height, soaring spirit and simple joys. Yes, I have strength, but it is so I can nourish my children nested high in the hallowed arms of Earth.

"Let me be for you a living reminder, a messenger of unity from the ancestors of this land, and for all who would transform the red dust into the sacred circle. This is the meaning of the Latin words on the scroll I carry. 'E Pluribus Unum' – 'Out of Many, One.'

You are one with your ancestors, one with your descendants, one with the creatures of land, sky, and water – even with the rooted ones. Remember this, and your heart will soar with the spirit of the Eagle."

[image: image7.jpg]



*   *   *   *   *   *   *   
They say that money talks, but this was like an old dream remembered. Coming back to the present, I pocketed my one-dollar time machine yet couldn't help but wonder: What other journeys lie hidden within its symbols?

Image Information
More time travel for a dollar: 
The Pyramid and I
Musing with Mac is composed by John D. MacArthur 
who thanks The Franklin Institute Science Museum and 
the creators of the fine websites linked above. 
©1998 John D. MacArthur 

Aquila  The Eagle

http://www.winshop.com.au/annew/Aquila.html
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Greek alphabet 

The Main stars in Aquila
	Star
	1900
	2000
	R A
	Decl 1950
	Lat
	Mag
	Sp

	12
	14CAP40
	16CAP03
	284 45 09
	-05 48 40
	+16 51 07
	4.15
	K1

	lamda 
	15CAP57
	17CAP20
	285 53 56
	-04 57 33
	+17 34 23
	3.55
	B9

	epsilon 
	16CAP53
	18CAP16
	284 20 17
	+14 59 56
	+37 34 27
	4.21
	K0

	Dheneb zeta 
	18CAP24
	19CAP48
	285 46 41
	+13 47 15
	+36 11 34
	3.02
	B9

	Deneb Okab delta 
	22CAP14
	23CAP38
	290 44 39
	+03 00 49
	+24 49 20
	3.44
	A5

	iota 
	24CAP27
	25CAP50
	293 32 02
	-01 23 56
	+20 00 57
	4.28
	B8

	eta 
	29CAP03
	0AQU26
	297 28 53
	+00 52 33
	+21 31 43
	var
	G0

	Tarazed gamma 
	29CAP33
	00AQU56
	295 58 14
	+10 29 24
	+31 14 56
	2.80
	K3

	Altair alpha 
	00AQU22
	01AQU47
	297 05 09
	+08 44 05
	+29 18 18
	0.77
	A7

	Alshain beta 
	01AQU02
	02AQU25
	298 12 51
	+06 16 50
	+26 40 16
	3.90
	G8

	theta 
	03AQU32
	04AQU55
	302 10 53
	-00 58 16
	+18 43 58
	3.37
	B9


The myth and history: Aquila, the Eagle, lies south of the Cygnus, the Swan, next to and westwards from Delphinus, the Dolphin, and is shown flying towards the east and across the Milky Way, its southern stars constituting the now discarded constellation 'Antinous'. Early representations added an arrow held in the Eagle's talons, and Havelius included a bow and arrow in his description. [SLM p.56]. 
The Eagle has always been a bird of kings, and is found frequently on heraldic signs, shields of warriors, banners and flags. Aquila was Jupiter's bird, the one that can rise highest of all and has carried out many a difficult task for Jupiter. It was the Eagle who swooped down upon Ophiuchus and killed him with one of Jupiter's arrows. It was the Eagle who had assisted Zeus in his battles with the Titans. On another occasion, when one day Hebe (daughter of Zeus and Hera, goddess of youth, and cup-bearer to the gods. She had the power of restoring youth and vigour to gods and men) twisted her ankle and could not be hostess at the table of the gods, Jupiter ordered Aquila to fly down to Earth and select the most handsome youth he could find to serve as cup-bearer and wine-pourer. Aquila sailed down from the Olympus and noticed Ganymedes (Ganymedes is associated with Aquarius), the son of the King of Troy, who was peacefully tending his father's herds. Aquila hovered overhead and then with great skill dived down, lifted Ganymedes in his talons, and flew back to Olympus. So Ganymede was promoted from a royal shepherd to a celestial waiter of the gods of Olympus, where he was accepted as their equal and pleased the eye of all by his manly beauty [NPS p.179]. Under Aquarius, the Water Carrier, is the story of how Jupiter eternalized Ganymedes in the stars of Aquarius, which are located just below the stars of the Eagle.  
It is also said that Zeus (Jupiter), desiring Ganymedes (Ganymede), as his bedfellow, disguised himself in Eagle's feathers and abducted him from the Trojan plain. The seduction of Ganymedes is symbolized by these two constellations in the sky, Aquila and Aquarius. 
Aquila also was ordered to carry out the terrible punishment inflicted on Prometheus. Prometheus taught humankind the arts and sciences, which Zeus considered too great a gift to bestow on the inferior human race. Still Prometheus persisted, supplying them with the gift of fire, which he took from the Sun, secretly smuggling it to the earth in a hollow fennel stem. This act and its consequences displeased Jupiter very much. As punishment, he chained Prometheus, naked to pillar, in the Caucasus Mountains and from dawn to dusk the eagle of Zeus tore through his flesh to his liver. But because Prometheus was immortal, his liver healed every night, only to be pecked out again when the eagle reappeared again at dawn the following day. In this way his suffering was destined to go on forever. However, Zeus accepted an appeal from Heracles Hercules to show Prometheus mercy. The wise centaur, Chiron, agreed to relinquish his immortality in exchange for Prometheus' freedom. Once Zeus had relented, Heracles shot the eagle through the heart. Jupiter placed the Eagle among the stars in commemoration of his devoted service. [NPS p.180, SHC p.43].
Certain stars from this constellation were called Antinous which is now a discarded constellation. These were the stars directly south from Altair. The head of this figure was eta, and sigma; the rest of the outline being marked by theta, iota, kappa, lamda, nu, and delta; all now in Aquila. The constellation is said to have been introduced to the sky in the year 132 by the Emperor Hadrian in honor of Antinous who was a youth of extraordinary beauty, born in Bithynia, and was the favorite of the Emperor Hadrian. He is sometimes represented as carrying a bow and arrow as he is borne aloft in the Eagle's talons. An Egyptian oracle warned Hadrian that either he or his beloved would die. Antinous is said to have drowned himself in the Nile in the belief that the Emperor's life would thereby be prolonged, so strong was his love. [SLM p.40, ]. Another version says that Antinous drowned accidentally and he was deified and cults were established in his honor [DCP p.47]. Hadrian put his beloved's head on the coinage and named the city he built Antinoöpolis. A flower that sprouted from the blood of a lion that Hadrian killed (one thinks of Apollo's beloved, Hyacinthus, who was also immortalized in a flower) was also named after the tragic youth. 
Aquila, the Eagle of Jupiter, frequently is depicted with either both wings closed or one wing stretched out, symbolizing the fact that he is falling, mortally wounded. Aquila is supposed to be represented by the bird figured on a Euphratean uranographic stone of about 1200 BCE, and known on the tablets of Idkhu Zamama as the Eagle, 'the Living Eye', 'The Powerful Bird'. It was always known as Aquila by the Latins, and by their poets as Jovis Ales and Jovis Nutrix, the Bird, and the Nurse, of Jove; Jovis Armiger and Armiger Ales, the Armor-bearing Bird of Jove in this god's conflict with the giants; while Ganymedes Raptrix and Servans Antinoum are from the old stories that the Eagle carried Ganymede to the heavens and stood in attendance on Jove. As the eagles often were confused with the vultures in Greek and Roman ornithology, at least in nomenclature, Aquila also was Vultur volans, the stars; beta - Alshain and gamma - Tarazed, on either side of alpha - Altair, marking the outstretched wings; this title appearing even as late as Flamsteed's day, and its translation, the 'Flying Grype', becoming the old English name, especially with astrologers, who ascribed to it 'mighty virtue'. [SLM p.56].
The Eagle, in a much varied orthography, was used for our constellation by all the Greeks; while poetically it was the Bird of Zeus; the King of Birds, which, ornithologically, has come to our day.  Later on it had titles signifying torture, referring to the story of the eagle 'which preyed on the liver of Prometheus'. Similarly we find Aquila Promethei and Tortor Promethei; Ideler said that this idea came from a confusion by Scaliger of the Arabic Ikab, Torture, and Okab, Eagle. [SLM p.56].
It was thought that its name, Aquila, was given when it was near the summer solstice, and that the bird of highest flight was chosen to express the greatest elevation of the Sun; and it was asserted that the famous three Stymphalian Birds of mythology (see Heracles, 6th labor) were represented by Aquila, Cygnus, and Vultur cadens, our Lyra, which are located together in the sky; the argument being that these are all paranatellons of Sagittarius, which is the fifth in the line of zodiacal constellations beginning with Leo, the Nemean lion, the object of Hercules' first labor, while the slaying of the birds was the fifth. Appropriately enough, like so much other stellar material, these creatures came from Arabia, migrating thence either to the Instila Martis, or to Lake stymphalis, where Hercules encountered them. The fable, in Greek ornithology, of the eagle attacking the swan, but defeated by it, is said to be symbolical of "Aquila, which rises in the East, immediately after Cygnus, but, setting in the West, goes down a little while before that more northern constellation". [SLM p.57].
The Turks called it Taushaugjil 'Hunting Eagle'. The Hebrews knew it as Neshr, an Eagle, Falcon, or Vulture; and the Chaldee Paraphrase asserted that it was figured on the banners of Dan; but as these tribal symbols properly were for the zodiac, Scorpio usually was ascribed to Dan. This confusion may have originated from the fact that in Abraham's day Scorpio was figured as an eagle. Aquila represented the 'eagle of military Rome', 'the Eagle of Saint John the Evangelist' and Saint 'Catherine the Martyr'. The Eagle was represented on the Polish and Teutonic coats of arms. It was the German Adler, French Aigle. [SLM p.57]. In the Book of Revelations (4: 7) "and the fourth beast was like a flying eagle".
The Chinese had 'Draught Oxen' 500 years before Christ. "Brilliant show the Draught Oxen, but they do not serve to draw our carts". The three bright stars were their Cowherd from whom the Magpie's Bridge gives access to the Spinning Damsel (Lyra) across the River of the Sky; the Milky Way. [SLM p.58].
The Koreans give more detail, they turn the Cowherd into a Prince and the Spinster into his ride., both banished to different parts of the sky by the irate father-in-law, but with the privilege of an annual meeting if they can cross the River. This they accomplish through the friendly aid of the good-natured magpies, who congregate from all over the kingdom during the seventh moon, and on its seventh night form the fluttering bridge across which the couple meet, lovers still, although married. When the day is over they return to their respective places of exile and the bridge breaks up, the birds scattering to their various homes, with bare heads, the feathers having been worn off by the trampling feet of the Prince and his retinue. But as all this happens during the bird's molting time, the bare heads are not to be wondered at. [SLM p.58].
The eagle is solar and a symbol of all sky; the meridian sun, the spiritual principle, ascension, inspiration, release from bondage, victory, pride, dignity, contemplation, royalty, authority, strength, height, the element of air, warriors, courage, keen vision, tenacity, fearlessness, the symbol and agent of apotheosis after death (transformation into a god). Thought to be able to fly up to the sun and gaze unwavering upon it and to identify with it. Looking at the sun without blinking is Christ gazing on the glory of god. The soaring eagle is the liberated spiritual part of the prima materia in alchemy. An attribute if Zeus and as his lightening-bearer, holds Zeus' thunderbolts in his talons [IEC p.58]. In all cultures it is always representative of the highest gods and greatest heroes. The eagle too is the collective symbol of the father and all father-figures. As with all symbols, the eagle has its dark, malign and sinister (left-hand) side. This is an exaggeration of its qualities, the perversion of its strength and its inordinate self-exaltation. In dreams and visions, the eagle like the lion embodies lofty thoughts and its significance is almost always positive. It symbolizes the 'sudden impulse', 'devouring spiritual passion', but its characteristics as a bird of prey which carries victims off to eyries, from which they cannot escape, makes it the symbol of an undeviating and devouring thirst for power as well. If it is applied to Christian tradition, this same reversal of images leads from Christ to Anti-Christ. In this context the eagle becomes the symbol of pride and of oppression, the cruel and greedy bird of prey. [PDS p.327].
A Christian view of the constellation Aquila  The Witness of the Stars, E.W. Bullinger, 1893. 
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Symbology of eagles: Among the Greeks and Romans, the eagle was the appointed bird of Jupiter and consequently signified the swiftly moving forces of the Demiurgus; hence it was looked upon as the mundane lord of the birds, in contradistinction to the phoenix, which was symbolic of the celestial ruler. The eagle typified the Sun in its material phase and also the immutable Demiurgic law beneath which all mortal creatures must bend. The eagle was also the Hermetic symbol of sulfur, and signified the mysterious fire of Scorpio - the most profoundly significant sign of the zodiac and the Gate of the Great Mystery. Being one of the three symbols of Scorpio, the eagle, like the Goat of Mendes, was an emblem of the theurgic art and the secret processes by which the infernal fire of the scorpion was transmuted into the spiritual light-fire of the gods. 

Among certain American Indian tribes the thunderbird (eagle) is held in peculiar esteem. This divine creature is said to live above the clouds; the flapping of its wings causes the rumbling which accompanies storms, while the flashes from its eyes are the lightning. Birds were used to signify the vital breath; and among the Egyptians, mysterious hawk-like birds with human heads, and carrying in their claws the symbols of immortality, are often shown hovering as emblems of the liberated soul over the mummified bodies of the dead. In Egypt the hawk was the sacred symbol of the Sun; and Ra, Osiris, and Horus are often depicted with the heads of hawks. ["The Secret Teachings Of All Ages". Manly P Hall, 1928]. 
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The eagle is an attribute of all sky gods and particularly of Jupiter; it represents spiritual power, majesty, victory and ascension; it is also a natural attribute of of war gods and of storm gods who bring lightening and fertilizing rain. In mythology the solar eagle is always at enmity with the dark and chthonic powers represented by the serpent, while the eagle in conflict with the Lion or Bull depicts the spirit or mind against the physical and material; the eagle always wins. In some cultures such as the Native American culture, hawks and eagles are considered sacred, symbols of spirit, wisdom and power. Even their feathers and talons have a special meaning in ceremonies and ceremonial dress. The eagle-feature headdress represents the thunderbird, the Great Spirit; it is the master of height and carries the prayers of the people to the Father Sun. For the shaman the bird embodies the power of the Great Spirit and represents the state of illumination attained in initiation. The Eagle expresses an archetypal energy that expands the boundaries of the self through increased awareness. In China the eagle is essentially solar and yang and associated with authority and fearlessness; with the Raven it is also connected with war gods. The two headed eagle is an emblem of twin gods depicting power and omniscience. It appeared on Hittite monuments and was an attribute of Nergal, it passed from the Hittites on to  Byzantium, appearing later in the Roman Empire; it was later adopted by Ivan 111 of Russia in 1472. As the eagle was believed to be able to look at the Sun without blinking, so, in Christianity, did Christ gaze at the glory of God; grasping the serpent in its talons was the victory over sin; it also represents the inspiration of the Gospels, hence its use as a lectern. It is the Spirit, aspiration and endeavor. It is the emblem of St John the Evangelist, of St Augustine, St George the Great. The Golden Eagle and the Spread Eagle are commemorative of the Crusades and were the devices of the Eastern Roman Empire. ["Brewers Book of Myth and Legend" written in the Victorian era (?), Cassell Publishers Ltd, Helicon, 1994.]. 
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Some facts about eagles: Wherever they are seen by humans; hawks and eagles are greatly admired for their strength and beauty in flight. Aquila is the eagle who flies higher than any other creature and has the sharpest vision. The eyesight of a hawk is eight times as powerful as a human's. If a hawk could read, it could read a newspaper from seven stories high, or see a mouse in a field a mile away, but, the reason hawks crash into fences is they are far sighted. The eagle is a large diurnal bird of prey that has been a symbol of power and courage since ancient times. The name eagle is derived from the Roman name for the golden eagle, "Aquila". The bald eagle is currently on the United States endangered species list. It is characterized by stout legs, strong feet with sharp talons, and a strongly hooked bill that is nearly as long as its head. The eagle uses its talons and bill for eating. It has unfeathered feet and toes and the adults can grow to be 30 to 40 inches long with a wingspan of 6 to 8 feet long. While in pursuit of its prey, mainly fish, the bald eagle uses a swooping down or direct diving pursuit flight. The female is larger than the male. Young birds of both sexes are larger than adults. They will hunt with their parents and fly as a family unit for four to five months before they are on their own. A mature eagle is 5 years and older. Eagles can reach speeds of 60-80 kph in level flight. Eagles can detect movement on the ground up to 3 km away, but have a poor sense of taste and smell. Eagles often mate for life and often return to the same nesting site year after year. One Nova Scotia nest measured 8ft in depth and 8ft in width. 40% of newly fledged eagles do not survive their first year Bald Eagles can live up to 50 years in captivity - but only 25 years in the wild. Eagles don't acquire their trademark black body, white head & tail and yellow beak & talons until they are approximately 5 years old.  
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Astrological influence of the constellation
According to Ptolemy the influence of Aquila is similar to that of Mars and Jupiter. It is said to give great imagination, strong passions, indomitable will, a dominating character, and influence over others, clairvoyance, a keen penetrating mind and ability for chemical research. It has always been associated with the sign Scorpio and by the Kabalists with the Hebrew letter Vau and the 6th Tarot Trump "The Lovers". (Robson). 
Antinous is now taken as part of this constellation. It lies just south of Altair in Aquila. No astrological influence was suggested for this constellation by the ancients, but it seems to have been associated with the ideas of passion, love and friendship, for certain of its components stars were named Alkhalimain or Al Halilain, the Two Friends, by the Arabs, and the Kabalists associated it with the Hebrew letter Vau and the 6th Tarot Trump "The Lovers." It has also been said to give a love of swimming, and to be connected with certain sex irregularities [homosexuality], the latter probably being greatest in that part of the constellation lying in Capricorn. [Altair is said to be included and those stars south of Altair are; beta (Alshain), gamma (Dheneb Okab),  iota, eta and lamda]. (Robson). 
"The Eagle, soars to the heights, the bird of mighty Jupiter carrying thunderbolts, it is a bird worthy of Jupiter and the sky, which it furnishes with awful armaments. This bird brings back the thunderbolts which Jupiter has flung and fights in the service of heaven. He that is born on earth in the hour of its rising, will grow up bent on spoil and plunder, won even with bloodshed; he will draw no line between peace and war, between citizen and foe, and when he is short of men to kill he will engage in butchery of beast. He is a law unto himself, and rushes violently wherever his fancy takes him; in his eyes to show contempt for everything merits praise. Yet, should perchance his aggressiveness be enlisted in a righteous cause, depravity will turn into virtue, and he will succeed in bringing wars to a conclusion and enriching his country with glorious triumphs. And, since the Eagle does not wield, but supplies weapons, seeing that it brings back and restores to Jupiter the fires and bolts he has hurled, in time of war such a man will be the aide of a king or of some mighty general, and his strength will render them important service". (Manilus, book 5 of Astronomica). 

Events in history
Bombs, missiles (Jupiter's thunderbolts). 
· 1st Zeppelin bombing raids on Britain Jan 19 1915 - Jupiter/Tarazed 

· Jan 21 1954, the first atomic submarine, the USS "Nautilus," was launched at Groton, Connecticut. - Chiron and NNode/Deneb Okab 

· May 1st 1960, the Soviet Union shot down an American U-2 reconnaissance plane near Sverdlovsk and captured its pilot, Francis Gary Powers. - Saturn/Dheneb 

· April 10th 1972, the United States and the Soviet Union joined in Rome with 70 nations in signing an agreement banning biological warfare. - NNode/Alshain 

· Jan 13th 1993 American and allied warplanes raided southern Iraq. Neptune and Uranus/Dheneb 

· Feb 10th 1993 The Clinton administration said U-S troops could be sent to enforce peace in former Yugoslavia provided warring factions there negotiated a settlement. - Uranus and Neptune/Dheneb 

· Jan 17th 1993 The United States, accusing Iraq of a series of military provocations, unleashed Tomahawk missiles against a military complex eight miles from downtown Baghdad.  - Neptune/Dheneb
Jan 21 1993 Two US warplanes fired on and bombed an Iraqi air defense radar site in northern Iraq.. - Uranus and Neptune/Dheneb 

· Feb 26th 1993 A bomb built by a group of Islamic extremists exploded in the parking garage of New York's World Trade Center, killing six people and injuring more than one-thousand others. - Neptune/Dheneb 

· Feb 24th 1996, Cuba downed two small American planes that it claimed were violating Cuban airspace. - Uranus/Alshain 

· August 7, 1998. Bomb explosions that blew up the American embassies Nairobi, Dar es Salaam, - Neptune/Tarazed 

United States of America 
· Columbus sighted land. Oct 12th 1492.  Uranus /Tarazed, - Pluto/Deneb Okab 

· May 13th 1607, the English colony at Jamestown, Virginia, was settled. - Saturn/Deneb Okab 

· May 4th 1776, Rhode Island declared its freedom from England, two months before the Declaration of Independence was adopted. - Pluto/Altair 

· On July fourth, 1776, the Continental Congress adopted the Declaration of Independence. - Pluto/Tarazed 

· Jan 3rd 1777, General George Washington's army routed the British in the Battle of Princeton, New Jersey. - Pluto and SNode/Tarazed, Altair 

· Jan 14th 1784, the United States ratified a peace treaty with England ending the Revolutionary War. - Saturn/Dheneb 

· April 15th 1850, the city of San Francisco was incorporated. - Saturn/Deneb Okab 

· Firing on Fort Sumter beginning U.S. Civil War, April 12 1861 - NNode/Dheneb 

· May 1st 1931, New York's 102-story Empire State Building was dedicated. Saturn/Deneb Okab 

· Feb 2nd 1861, delegates from six southern states met in Montgomery, Alabama, to form the Confederate States of America. - NNode/Deneb Okab 

· April eleventh, 1898, President McKinley asked Congress for a declaration of war against Spain. - NNode/Deneb Okab 

· April 19th, 1898, Congress passed a resolution recognizing Cuban independence and demanding that Spain relinquish its authority over Cuba. President McKinley was also authorized to use military force to put the resolution into effect. - NNode/Deneb Okab 

· 28th 1 1909, the United States ended direct control over Cuba. - Uranus/Dheneb 

· May 11th 1944, Allied forces launched a major offensive in central Italy. - SNode/Tarazed 

· April 17th, 1961, about 1500 CIA-trained Cuban exiles launched the disastrous Bay of Pigs invasion of Cuba in a failed attempt to overthrow the government of Fidel Castro. - Saturn/Tarazed 

· Jan 23 1973, President Nixon announced an accord had been reached to end the Vietnam War. - Jupiter/Deneb Okab 

· Feb 26th 1991, Iraqi President Saddham Hussein announced on Baghdad Radio that he had ordered his forces to withdraw from Kuwait. - Saturn/Alshain 

· Jan 20th 1993 Bill Clinton was sworn in as the 42nd president of the United States. Uranus and - Neptune/Dheneb 

· May 19th 1994, former first lady Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis died in New York at age 64. - Mars and Uranus/Deneb Okab 

Space exploration 
· Gagarin is first man in space, Apr 12 1961 - Saturn/Altair 

· May fifth, 1961, astronaut Alan B. Shepard Junior became America's first space traveler as he made a 15-minute sub-orbital flight in a capsule launched from Cape Canaveral, Florida. - Saturn/Tarazed 

· April 21 1972, "Apollo 16" astronauts John Young and Charles Duke explored the surface of the moon. - NNode/Tarazed 

· July 1st 1993 The space shuttle "Endeavor" returned from a ten-day mission. Neptune and - Uranus/Dheneb 

Kidnapping 
· Mar 1 1932, the infant son of Charles and Anne Lindbergh was kidnapped from the family home near Hopewell, New Jersey. (Remains identified as those of the baby were found the following May Saturn/Altair 
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Great Seal Symbols 
The Eagle's Shield 

http://www.mega.nu:8080/ampp/gary_allen

The Shield is born on the breast of an American Eagle 
without any other supporters to denote that the Unites States of America 
ought to rely on their own Virtue. (1782)
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The Unique Symbolism of the Eagle's Shield

Although each of the three Great Seal committees included a shield in its design, the striped shield was first suggested by Francis Hopkinson, the consultant on the second committee, in 1780. He is the same person who three years earlier had designed the American Flag. 

Hopkinson suggested: "The Shield charged on the Field Azure with 13 diagonal Stripes alternate rouge and argent." [red and white] 

The third committee's consultant, a heraldry expert named William Barton, suggested 13 horizontal stripes. He later revised Charles Thomson's final design, so that the shield's 13 red and white stripes were vertical, beneath a blue Chief (the upper part of the shield) – which is how we see it today.

The shield design elegantly illustrates the motto E pluribus unum – Out of many, One. 
The stripes are the states joined together "in one solid compact." They support a Chief (Congress) which depends upon their union and strength. Conversely, the Chief keeps the states closely united. Congress preserves the union of the United States of America.

	Shields are At the Heart of Heraldry
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A warrior's primary piece of defensive equipment is his shield. They were first made of leather skins. Later, of wicker-work covered with metal. Finally, of tough wood covered with leather or metal, or entirely of metal – even including gold and silver. 

A shield was the logical place to display decorations representative of its owner. Originally the leather was stained or the metal beaten into shapes. Shields were also inlaid, and studded with nails or precious metal. Later, the insignia of a warrior or knight was painted on his shield – making him more easily identifiable in a battle or contest. 

By the thirteenth century, in England, the various decorative "devices" on shields – and on the other aspects of a knight's armament – became systemized. Heraldry is a science of symbols that formalizes the appearance of an image, as well as its purpose and location in the overall scheme of a seal or coat of arms. 
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Self-Support 
Traditionally, shields are supported on either side by a figure. These supporters may have originated from the custom at medieval tournaments, when knights' shields were carried by attendants costumed as lions, bears, griffins, or other animals. 

Each of the three preliminary designs for the U.S. Seal included a shield with two supporters: 

• 1776: The Goddess of Liberty and the Goddess of Justice 
 (Shown here supporting the shield on New York's Great Seal) 
• 1780: A Warrior and a Figure representing Peace 
• 1782: The Genius of America (represented by a Maiden) and an American Warrior

What is really unique about Charles Thomson's final Great Seal design is the absence of supporters. He explained: "The Shield is born on the breast of an American Eagle without any other supporters, to denote that the United States of America ought to rely on their own virtue."

	Remarks and Explanation from the Law of 1782 (paraphrased): 

The shield is composed of the blue Chief (top horizontal bar) and the red and white Pales (thirteen vertical bars) which represent the several states all joined in one solid compact entire, supporting a Chief which unites the whole and represents Congress. 

The motto E pluribus unum alludes to this union. 

The Pales in the arms are kept closely united by the Chief, and the Chief depends upon the union and the strength resulting from it for its support to denote the Confederacy of the United States of America and the preservation of their union through Congress. 

The colors of the shield are those used in the flag of the United States of America. White signifies purity and innocence. Red, hardiness and valor. Blue signifies vigilance, perseverance, and justice. 

NOTE: The shield has seven white and six red stripes, 
but the flag has seven red and six white. 


Great Seal Symbols 
The Olive Branch

http://www.mega.nu:8080/ampp/gary_allen 

The American bald Eagle holds in his right talon an Olive branch. 
The Olive branch denotes the power of peace. (1782)
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The Power of Peace

The olive branch was first suggested by the second Great Seal committee, in May 1780. 
On the front side of their design: 

"a Figure representing Peace bearing an Olive Branch" 
Motto: "Bello vel Paci" – For War or for Peace 

On the reverse side: 

"the Figure of Liberty seated in a Chair holding her Staff and Cap" 
(Their sketch shows her holding an olive branch.) 
Motto: "Virtute perennis" – Everlasting because of virtue 

The designers of the Great Seal used the phrase: "the power of peace & war." To further emphasize the superiority of peace, they placed the olive branch in the eagle's stronger right talon as well as turned the eagle's head toward the olive branch.

The Olive – an Ancient Natural Symbol
· The olive leaf carried by the dove back to Noah's Ark must have evoked some very intense emotions, beyond simply "peace." Imagine – after nearly a year in the Ark – finally getting a sign that the ordeal was almost over, and that reconciliation with God was possible. 

· According to Greek legend, the first olive tree on the Acropolis was planted by the goddess Athene, the namesake of Athens who is still admired today. 

· Hercules was protected by wearing a wreath of olive leaves upon his head. 

· For bravery in battle, Roman soldiers were rewarded with crowns of olive. 

· Since olives provide oil for lamps, they are associated with light. 

· The cleansing power of olive oil suggests purification. 

· The hardiness of the olive tree hints at fertility and vital energy. 

Illustration copyright www.arttoday.com.

Great Seal Symbols 
A Bundle of Thirteen Arrows 

http://www.mega.nu:8080/ampp/gary_allen

The American bald Eagle holds in his sinister talon a bundle of thirteen arrows. 
The arrows denote the power of war. (1782)
[image: image16.jpg]



National Defense and the Power of Unity

Arrows were first suggested by Francis Hopkinson, the consultant who did most of the work on the second Great Seal committee (1780). 

In his first design, one of the two figures supporting the shield was a "naked savage" holding a bow and arrow in his right hand and carrying a quiver of arrows on his back. The other figure was a lady "representing Peace bearing an Olive Branch." 

Motto: "Bello vel Pace Paratus" – Prepared in War or in Peace. 

In the final Great Seal design, Charles Thomson placed a "bundle of thirteen arrows" in the American eagle's left talon. Five years later, the symbolism would be echoed in the Preamble to the Constitution of the United States: "... provide for the common defense... and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity." 

Arrows, of course, were important throughout the world. During the Middle Ages, English archers were among the most feared warriors on any battlefield. Launched from powerful longbows, their clouds of deadly arrows decimated enemy soldiers and were the deciding factor in many battles.
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The Power of Unity 
The bundle of arrows is reminiscent of the "fasces," a bundle of rods with a protruding ax blade that was borne before Roman magistrates as an emblem of official power. In fact, the bundle of arrows in Charles Thomson's original drawing of the Great Seal depicts them in alignment very similar to a fasces.

Infinitely stronger than a single rod, the unbreakable nature of aligned rods means that the bundle of arrows also symbolizes the power of unity – the attitude needed to successfully protect and defend one's nation, and if necessary, wage war to do so.

	"We Are Unbreakable" 

Rabbi Marc Gellman 

A Prayer for America 
Yankee Stadium, September 23, 2001

The Talmud and the African tribe, the Masai tribe, both teach a wisdom for our wounded world. They both taught: 

Sticks alone can be broken by a child, but sticks in a bundle are unbreakable. 

The fears and sorrows of this moment are so heavy, they can break us if we try to bear them alone. But if we are bundled together – if we stick together – we are unbreakable. 

And we shall do far more than merely survive. We shall overcome. We shall overcome the forces of hatred, without allowing hatred to unbundle us. We shall overcome the forces of terror, without using fear to unbundle us. 

So in all our comings and our goings, from this time forth, let us remember: 

That the person next to you, in front of you, behind you, is not merely an obstacle to your free and unfettered life. They are a part of this bundle, that keeps you and each of us from breaking. 

Let us never again view our fellow New Yorkers, our fellow Americans, our fellow citizens of the world, as limitations on our life or freedom. But rather as the moral twine that binds us, and saves us, and delivers us from evil. 

For some of us, the source of that strength – the twine that binds us and bundles us – is not just community, but community under God. . . We are all bundled up in God's love. 


Sagittarius Rising 
The Latin word for arrow is "sagitta," which is also the name of a minor constellation in the summer skies that has mythological connections to the arrows of Hercules and Eros. 

At the heart of our galaxy is the constellation Sagittarius. Its symbol is an archer who is half man, half horse. Some have calculated that this constellation was rising in the East at the time the Declaration of Independence was being signed.

Not Looking for War 
In heraldry, the left side (sinister) is subordinate to the right (dexter). Also, note the wording of the Law of 1782: "the power of peace and war." Compare this to the phrase common today: "war and peace." Furthermore, to leave no doubt about America's intentions, Charles Thomson depicted the Eagle facing the olive branch – further reinforcing this side of its power.

NOTE: On the Seal of the President of the United States, the eagle used to face toward the arrows on its left side. But on October 25, 1945, President Harry Truman signed Executive Order No. 9646, which specified the eagle must face the olive branch.

"Don't Tread on Me" 
This de-emphasis on the power to inflict harm has an interesting parallel to an animal that Benjamin Franklin thought would make an ideal symbol for America, the rattlesnake. He observed that "she never wounds till she has generously given notice, even to her enemy, and cautioned him against the danger of treading on her."
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The Great Seal 

Great Seal Symbols 
A Glory Breaking Through a Cloud and 
an Eye in a Triangle Surrounded with a Glory

http://www.mega.nu:8080/ampp/gary_allen
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Break on Through

	The glory is the only symbol found on both sides of the Great Seal. A glory emanates from the constellation of stars over the eagle's head, and a glory surrounds an eye in a triangle in the zenith of an unfinished pyramid.

"Glory" is a heraldic term for a circle of rays, an emanation of light — gold or yellow in color — similar to the halo used by artists to depict angelic beings.
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Its closest natural equivalent is "crepuscular rays," the twilight rays of sunlight that shine through breaks in high clouds and illuminate dust particles in the air.

In the official description of the Great Seal, the glory is "breaking through a cloud" over the head of an eagle on the obverse side. Many early illustrations depicted the light rays extending beyond the cloud.

Unfortunately, the glory no longer shines so brightly. The current Great Seal die (similar to the image seen on the one-dollar bill) is technically incorrect, because the rays are blocked by the cloud.

Although the cloud is usually depicted as several cloud puffs, this symbolic element is referred to in the singular. The number of cloud puffs is not specified. It is for the artist or engraver to decide. The first Great Seal committee included a cloud in its design for the reverse side. 


	[image: image48.jpg]


The first Great Seal committee (1776) specified: "the Eye of Providence in a radiant Triangle whose Glory extends over the Shield and beyond the Figures." Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Jefferson had similar ideas that became the committee's choice for a reverse. Referring to themes and symbols from Exodus, their design showed the Red Sea overwhelming Pharaoh, with "Rays from a Pillar of Fire in the Cloud, expressive of the divine Presence and Command, beaming on Moses." (Motto: "Rebellion to Tyrants is Obedience to God")

"And God went before them, by day in a pillar of a cloud to show them the way, and at night in a pillar of fire." (Exodus 13:21)

From the beginning, then, the founders emphasized the importance of this divine light by including it on both sides of their initial design. They also incorporated a glory (or similar element) into both sides of the subsequent designs submitted by the second and third committees. 


	Use of a Glory in All the Great Seal Designs

First Committee (1776): 

Obverse: "the Eye of Providence in a radiant Triangle whose Glory extends over the Shield and beyond the Figures." 

Reverse: "Rays from a Pillar of Fire in the Cloud." 

Second Committee (1780): 

Obverse: "a radiant Constellation of thirteen Stars." 

Reverse: "Liberty seated in a chair holding her Staff and Cap." 
(Their illustration shows rays of light emanating from the liberty cap.) 

Third Committee (1782): 

Obverse: "a Maiden... on her Head, a radiated Crown of Gold." 

Reverse: "A Pyramid of thirteen Strata...In the Zenith, an Eye, surrounded with a Glory." 

Final Design (1782): 

Obverse: "Over the head of the Eagle... A Glory... breaking through a cloud... and surrounding thirteen stars forming a Constellation." 

Reverse: "A Pyramid unfinished. In the Zenith an Eye in a triangle surrounded with a glory proper." 



	


The Great Seal's glories suggest familiar phrases: 
"For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory." 
"America! America! God shed His grace on thee." 
"Mine eyes have seen the glory." 
"In God we trust." 
"God bless America." 
"One nation, under God." 
"So, help me, God." 
The beautiful illustration of the Great Seal at the top of the page 
is part of a painting by Blumrich which appeared on the back cover of 
Powers of Mind, by Adam Smith (1975).

Great Seal Symbols 
A Constellation of 13 Stars

http://www.mega.nu:8080/ampp/gary_allen 

The Constellation denotes a new State taking its place and rank 
among other sovereign powers. (1782)
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Detail of first Great Seal painting, 
St. Paul's Chapel, New York City
The Constellation of 13 Stars Over the Eagles's Head

"A radiant Constellation of 13 stars" was first suggested by the second committee's consultant, Francis Hopkinson, who had designed the American flag three years earlier. The sketches of his two versions show the stars surrounded with light rays, but in no particular formation.

William Barton (third committee) also included several groups of stars in both of his elaborate designs.

The precise written description that defines the Great Seal's appearance does not specify the shape of the constellation, and Charles Thomson's original drawing showed the stars in a random arrangement. All dies of the Seal, however, have depicted the thirteen stars in the shape of a hexagram, a six-pointed star.

Also, it does not specify whether the individual stars are to have five or six points. In each of committee's sketches, the stars were drawn like asterisks (with three intersecting lines).

In 1782, the first official Great Seal die had six-pointed stars. Since 1841, however, all subsequent dies have had five-pointed stars – including the one in use today (as seen on the one-dollar bill).

	The above painting was created in 1785. It is the first illustration of the Great Seal and a rare example of the stars in a natural constellation. 

It was in George Washington's Pew in St. Paul's Chapel in Lower Manhattan, New York City when America's first President prayed there after his 1789 inaugural. 

And it is still there today. 

At the Citywide Prayer Service at Yankee Stadium on September 23, 2001, New York Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani said, "I would like to share one miracle of September 11th with you. 


The Hexagram 
Because of its elegant geometry, the hexagram has been a popular symbol in many cultures from earliest times. It has a long and complex history, including use by Old Testament patriarchs.

According to the Hindu system, the human body has seven energy centers, known as "chackras." The symbol for the central chakra includes a hexagram. Located in the center of the chest, this heart chakra is equidistant between the top and the bottom energy centers, between heaven and earth. Symbolically, it balances the primary emotional energy of the universe, love.

The hexagram is composed of two intersecting triangles that point in complementary directions, therefore its symbolism suggests a union of celestial and terrestrial forces. To see an animation that captures this interpretation, please click here.

Note: The written description of the Great Seal also does specify the number of olives and leaves in the olive branch – nor the presence or number of steps in the pyramid – although they have all been traditionally shown with thirteen units.

Great Seal Symbols 
The Pyramid 

A Pyramid, unfinished, signifies Strength and Duration. (1782)
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The Pyramid

The pyramid was originally suggested by William Barton, the consultant and artist on the third Great Seal committee in 1782: "A Pyramid of thirteen Strata, (or Steps)." On the final design of the Great Seal, it is described as "A Pyramid unfinished," and explained with only a brief remark: "The Pyramid signifies Strength and Duration."

Barton was undoubtedly influenced by the pyramid on the 1778 $50 bill, designed by Francis Hopkinson, the consultant for the second Great Seal committee two years earlier.

During the late eighteenth century, there was widespread interest in Egypt and things Egyptian. Available at that time in the Library Company of Philadelphia was a detailed work entitled "Pyramidographia."

Today, the grandeur and mystery of the world's great pyramid structures still inspire our respect and stimulate our curiosity. Most remarkable are the three Egyptian pyramids built on the Giza plateau.

Recent archeological findings reveal their construction to be a sophisticated combination of planning and execution that rivals or even surpasses today's most complex building projects. In less than a hundred years, Egyptians united to complete three of the greatest structures ever been built. As a national undertaking, this helped lay the foundation for Egyptian civilization as well as for modern nationalism and government.

One Nation Under Construction 
The Great Seal's designers did not comment on why the pyramid was unfinished, but one of America's most insightful poets, Walt Whitman, understood the symbolism:

"The architects of These States laid their foundations, and passed to further, spheres. . . Now are needed other architects, whose duty is not less difficult, but perhaps more difficult. Each age forever needs architects. America is not finished, perhaps never will be; now America is a divine true sketch."

NOTE: Although the final Great Seal design does not describe the appearance of the pyramid, it has usually been depicted with 13 levels. (The third committee that originally suggested the pyramid did say it had "thirteen Strata.")
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The Fire Within 
The Greek origin of the word "pyramid" derives from "fire" – especially "funeral pyre" – the flame that purifies. The King's Chamber is located at the energetic center of the Great Pyramid, whose shape has unique energy properties that seem to retard the process of decay.

A pyramid-shaped tomb was considered the perfect structure to ensure a successful transformation into the next life. (Perhaps influenced by observing the natural pyramid shapes that endured in the Egyptian desert.) 

It's interesting that Charles Thomson's motto above the pyramid translates as "Providence favors our undertakings."

Napoleon Bonaparte was just one in a long line of visitors, famous and infamous, drawn to the Great Pyramid at Giza. On August 12, 1799, he asked to be left alone in the King's Chamber, as Alexander the Great had supposedly done so, millennia before. Peter Tompkins describes the incident in his book, Secrets of the Great Pyramid:
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"Coming out, the general is said to have been very pale and impressed. When an aide asked him in a jocular tone if he had witnessed anything mysterious, Bonaparte replied abruptly that he had no comment, adding in a gentler voice that he never wanted the incident mentioned again.

"Many years later, when he was emperor, Napoleon continued to refuse to speak of this strange occurrence in the Pyramid, merely hinting that he had received some presage of his destiny. At St. Helena, just before the end, he seems to have been on the point of confiding . . . but instead shook his head, saying, 'No. What's the use. You'd never believe me.'"

The Great Pyramid as a Scale Model of Our Planet 
The Great Pyramid is essentially a scale model of Earth's hemisphere. The ratio of its height to its perimeter equals the ratio of Earth's radius to its circumference. The Great Pyramid elegantly squares the circle – perhaps in part because surveying wheels were probably used to measure out its four sides. This very sophisticated structure incorporates numerous geometric constants and standards of measure. It can, for example, tell the exact length of one degree of latitude at the equator.

The Pyramid tells how it got on the one-dollar bill in 
"Time Travel for a Dollar."

Great Seal Symbols 
The Eye 

http://www.mega.nu:8080/ampp/gary_allen

In the Zenith of an unfinished Pyramid, 
an Eye in a triangle surrounded with a glory. . . 
"The Eye and the Motto allude to the many signal interpositions 
of providence in favor of the American cause." (1782)
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The Divine Human Eye

The eye was originally suggested by Pierre Du Simitière, the consultant and artist on the first Great Seal committee in 1776: "The Eye of Providence in a radiant Triangle whose Glory extends over the Shield and beyond the Figures."
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William Barton of the third committee (1782) also included an "Eye of Providence" in his first design. And, on his second design's reverse side: "A Pyramid of thirteen Strata . . . In the Zenith, an Eye, surrounded with a Glory." The motto he chose was "Deo favente" (God favoring).

NOTE: use of the eye in art forms as a natural symbol for an omniscient and ubiquitous deity was a well-established artistic convention (quite apart from the symbolism of any particular group).

	"Providence" is wonderful word favored by America's founders that suggests provision and foresight – admirable qualities for humanity or divinity.

providence, noun: 

1. the foreseeing care and guidance of God or nature over the creatures of the Earth. 

2. (cap.) God, esp. when conceived as omnisciently directing the universe and the affairs of humankind with wise benevolence. 

3. a manifestation of divine care or direction. 

4. provident or prudent management of resources; prudence. 

5. foresight; provident care. 


On the final Great Seal design, this eye in a triangle was placed "in the "Zenith" of an unfinished pyramid. Another interesting word, "zenith" means more than apex or summit. It also suggests "a highest point or state; culmination." (opposite of nadir)

Above the eye is the motto Annuit Coeptis which translates as: 
"It [the eye of providence] has favored our undertakings."

In his official "Remarks and Explanation," Charles Thomson said the eye and the motto "allude to the many signal interpositions of providence in favour of the American cause." Interposition basically means an intervention, in this case, a divine intervention, as was the experience of America's founders during their fight for independence.

The imagery certainly captures the feeling people often express that "God is watching over me." It also symbolizes "One nation, under God" and "God bless America."

What better symbol than an eye to represent a watchful and vigilant, protective and loving, omniscient God? The human eye is a marvelous creation, one that certainly suggests the work of a Creator.
Your eyes are remarkable. They are actually extensions of your brain, and portal of entry for approximately 90% of all the information you receive in a lifetime. In the retina of each of your eyes are more than 125 million photoreceptors that perform the equivalent of ten billion calculations per second.

As Shakespeare well knew, "The eyes are the windows of the soul." Under the right conditions, looking deep into the eyes of another can be one of the most intimate connections you can ever have with another human being, or animal.

It is no surprise therefore that the human eye has become a divine symbol. Whatever religious culture you find yourself in, this divine eye is probably mentioned. Some examples include (in order of appearance):
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"This is the knowledge above all other: purifier and king of secrets, only made plain to the eye of the mystic. . . . But you cannot see me thus with those human eyes of yours. Therefore, I give you divine sight. Behold, this is my yoga power." – Krishna

"How can he lose the way, who is beyond the way? His eye is open." – Buddha

"In every man there is an eye of the soul, more precious than ten thousand bodily eyes, for by it alone truth is seen." – Socrates 

"The light of the body is the eye. If, therefore, thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light." – Jesus
"Imitate Jesus and Socrates." – Benjamin Franklin's 13th virtue, Humility

	Referring to the expected arrival of Halley's comet, Franklin shares some interesting insight in this excerpt from 1757's Poor Richard's Almanack:

"Should a Comet in its Course strike the Earth, it might instantly beat it to Pieces, or carry it off out of the Planetary System. The great Conflagration may also, by Means of a Comet, be easily brought about. . . . All the Disputes between the Powers of Europe would be settled in a Moment; the World, to such a Fire, being no more than a Wasp's Nest thrown into an Oven.

"But our Comfort is, the same great Power that made the Universe, governs it by his Providence. And such terrible Catastrophes will not happen till 'tis best they should. – In the mean time, we must not presume too much on our own Importance. There are an infinite Number of Worlds under the divine Government, and if this was annihilated it would scarce be missed in the Universe.

"God sees with equal Eye, as Lord of all, 
A Hero perish, or a Sparrow fall. 
Atoms, or Systems, into Ruin hurled, 
And now a Bubble burst, – and now a World!" 


Meaning of the Three Latin Mottoes
Latin Mottoes on the Great Seal
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E Pluribus Unum 
Out of Many, One 

On the scroll held in the beak of the American bald Eagle... 
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Annuit Coeptis 
Providence has Favored Our Undertakings 
Over the Eye in a triangle surrounded with a golden Glory... 

Novus Ordo Seclorum 
A New Order of the Ages 
Underneath the unfinished Pyramid... 



Official 1782 description of the Great Seal, 
including Charles Thomson's "Remarks and Explanation."
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Continental Congress – June 20, 1782 

The Blazon of the Great Seal of the United States 
and 
Charles Thomson's Remarks and Explanation
Congress adopted the design for the Great Seal on June 20, 1782 – the very same day that its secretary, Charles Thomson submitted his recommendations. His report consists of a blazon (written description in heraldic terms) and his "Remarks and Explanation."

NOTE: It is this written description which is the ultimate source of accuracy for creating an actual die (or illustration) of the Great Seal. In the science of heraldry, the written word is used to precisely describe the appearance of a symbolic diagram.

The Secretary of the United States in Congress assembled to whom were referred the several reports of committees on the device for a great seal, to take order, reports

That the Device for an Armorial Achievement & Reverse of the great seal of the United States in Congress assembled is as follows.–

Arms 
Paleways of thirteen pieces Argent and Gules: a Chief, Azure. The Escutcheon on the breast of the American bald Eagle displayed, proper, holding in his dexter talon an Olive branch, and in his sinister a bundle of thirteen arrows, all proper, & in his beak a scroll, inscribed with this Motto. "E pluribus unum".–

For the Crest 
Over the head of the Eagle which appears above the Escutcheon, A Glory, Or, breaking through a cloud, proper, & surrounding thirteen stars forming a Constellation, Argent, on an Azure field.–

Reverse 
A Pyramid unfinished. In the Zenith an Eye in a triangle surrounded with a glory proper. Over the Eye these words "Annuit Coeptis". On the base of the pyramid the numerical letters MDCCLXXVI & underneath the following motto. "novus ordo seclorum"

Thomson's Remarks and Explanation 
The Escutcheon [shield] is composed of the chief & pale, the two most honorable ordinaries. The Pieces, paly, represent the several states all joined in one solid compact entire, supporting a Chief, which unites the whole & represents Congress. The Motto alludes to this union. The pales in the arms are kept closely united by the chief and the Chief depends upon that union & the strength resulting from it for its support, to denote the Confederacy of the United States of America & the preservation of their union through Congress.

The colours of the pales are those used in the flag of the United States of America; White signifies purity and innocence, Red, hardiness & valor, and Blue, the colour of the Chief signifies vigilance, perseverance & justice. The Olive branch and arrows denote the power of peace & war which is exclusively vested in Congress. The Constellation denotes a new State taking its place and rank among other sovereign powers. The Escutcheon is born on the breast of an American Eagle without any other supporters to denote that the United States of America ought to rely on their own Virtue.–

Reverse. The pyramid signifies Strength and Duration: The Eye over it & the Motto allude to the many signal interpositions of providence in favour of the American cause. The date underneath is that of the Declaration of Independence and the words under it signify the beginning of the new American Æra, which commences from that date.– 

Glossary of Heraldic Terms used in the Blazon 
· argent = silver 

· azure = blue 

· chief = top part of the shield 

· dexter = right 

· gules = red 

· or = gold or yellow 

· paly, paleways, pales = vertical stripes on the shield 

· proper = the element's natural color 

· sinister = left 
What is the Great Seal of the United States 
and How is It Used?

For the past 6,000 years, cultures old and new have used seals to denote ownership, for security, and to formalize contracts and agreements. Used in trade, impressions of seals were made on "tags" that sealed bundles of trade goods.

Like empires of old, the new United States needed an official emblem that could be used to authenticate signatures on her treaties and other official documents. This "great" seal would be the principal seal of the nation. Other branches of government – as well as corporations and families – also have seals.

What is the Great Seal? 
The Great Seal is the actual engraved metal die that impresses the design onto a document. It is also the impression made by the die (and the substance bearing the impression).

Which Great Seal is the Correct One? 
The one currently in use by the U.S. State Department is the official Great Seal, although it looks slightly different than the early dies.

The actual design of the Great Seal is defined by its original written description, approved by Congress in 1782. Dies cut from metal – and realizations (illustrations) – will therefore vary somewhat in appearance, because each is an interpretation of this language (in heraldic terms). But, the final authority is this written blazon.

What Kind of Documents Qualify for the Great Seal? 
The Secretary of State normally affixes the Great Seal to documents that serve a purpose in international affairs. After they have been signed by the President of the United States, the following types of documents qualify for the Great Seal: 

· Proclamations of treaties and other international agreements 

· Instruments of ratification or acceptance of, or adherence to, treaties and other international agreements 

· Appointment commissions of Ambassadors and Foreign Service officers 

· Assignment commissions for consular officers 

· Letters of credence and recall for Ambassadors, and letters of credence for special representatives on ceremonial diplomatic missions 

How is the Great Seal Affixed to a Document? 
When Congress adopted the Great Seal in 1782, pendant or hanging seals were used. These were in the form of a disk of wax that was attached to the document by ribbons or cords. This disk had two sides, thus the need for a reverse side of the Great Seal. Since no die for the reverse was ever cut, only the obverse side was used on the few occasions when pendant seals were employed. 

Today, a paper wafer is first glued to the document. Then the operator of the press inserts the document to be sealed between the Great Seal die and its counter-die, with the wafer centered on each. The press creates the image of the Great Seal in relief on the wafer. 

What is the Coat of Arms of the United States? 
A coat of arms is the official mark and emblem of a sovereign nation's authority. The coat of arms of the United States is the design or device found on the obverse side of the Great Seal. In other words, it is the eagle with its shield, arrows, olive branch, and scroll – as well as the stars, glory, and cloud that form the "crest" above the eagle's head. 

Reference: The Eagle and the Shield, by Patterson & Dougall, Dept. of State, 1976

Evolution of the Great Seal: 1776 — 1782

Obverse Side
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1776 
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1780 
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1782 


Reverse Side
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1776 
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1780 
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1782 


Final Designs
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Final reverse 
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Final obverse 


	Each Committee's Contribution to the Final Design

http://www.mega.nu:8080/ampp/gary_allen

	First Committee (1776): 

Shield 

E Pluribus Unum (Out of Many, One) 

Eye in a triangle 

Glory breaking through a Cloud 
  (and surrounding the eye in a triangle) 

MDCCLXXVI (1776) 

Second Committee (1780): 

Thirteen red and white stripes on the shield 

Constellation of 13 stars 

Arrows 

Olive branch 

Third Committee (1782): 

Eagle 

Unfinished pyramid 

Charles Thomson (1782): 

American Bald Eagle 

Annuit Coeptis (Providence Has Favored Our Undertakings) 

Novus Ordo Seclorum (A New Order of the Ages) 



Images from the National Archives, the Library of Congress, 
and the Library of the American Philosophical Society.

The Die is Cast – The Great Seal Makes an Impression

	The first die for the eagle side of the Great seal was cut in September 1782. It was used until being replaced by the 1841 die (which only had six arrows instead of the required thirteen).

In 1825, a special die specifically for treaties was cut and used concurrently with the first two dies. More elegant and twice their diameter, it was phased out in 1871.

A fourth die was cut in 1877, but it still had the wrong number of arrows. 

The die for the Eagle side in use today was engraved in 1986. It is the seventh Great Seal die – almost identical to the ones of 1885 and 1904 – however it still does not show the rays of the light breaking through a cloud, as specified in the official description written by Charles Thomson in 1782.

In 1885, Congress requested and purchased dies for both sides, 
but the Pyramid side never manifested. To this day, 
the intentions of our most esteemed founders remain unfulfilled. 
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Impression from 1782 die 
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Impression from 1841 die 
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The 1825 die was used only for treaties until 1871 
(concurrently with the dies of 1782 and 1841). 
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Impression from 1877 die 
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Impression from 1885 die 


Images from the National Archives
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Symbolic Partners – the Flag and the Seal

The Heart and Mind of America
	Often borne of battle, flags stand for courage and camaraderie, safety and protection. They inspire the heart, express patriotism and love of country. 

Seen from a distance – bright colors hoisted high to catch the eye – flags help identify a battalion, a ship, a border. They mark territory and represent a nation's physical presence. 

A seal's design is more deliberate and thoughtful – a synergy of images that impact the brain on many levels. Seals inspire the mind. 

Seals are intended to be seen up close, where their details can be considered, their intent divined. Composed of symbols and words, seals graphically capture ideals and express purpose. 

The colors of the Seal are the same used in the American Flag. "White signifies purity and innocence. Red, hardiness and valor. Blue signifies vigilance, perseverance, and justice." 

Patriots honor their nation's Seal, just as they do their Flag. 



You need a flag to wage war, but a seal to forge peace.

patriot derives from Greek patriotes – 
fellow-countrymen, lineage, member, clan 
(derivative of pater FATHER).

Information offered on each symbol is merely a starting point for further exploration. 
The symbols speak for themselves, and each of us interprets them in a unique light. 
Perhaps that's why Charles Thomson said very little about their meaning.

(You need a flag to wage war, but a seal to forge peace.)

Above illustrations of the Great Seal from Charles A. L. Totten's 1897 two-volume study: 
The Seal of History, Our Inheritance in The Great Seal of the United States

The Great Seal 
Preliminary Design Committees
-----Symbols of the Great Seal-----

The Glory, a Cloud, and Thirteen Stars in a New Constellation

"For the CREST. Over the head of the eagle... a [golden] glory... breaking through a cloud... and surrounding thirteen stars, forming a [silver] constellation... on an azure field. In the zenith, an eye in a triangle, surrounded with a glory... The Constellation denotes a new State taking its place and rank among other sovereign powers."

The glory is the only symbol found on both sides of the Great Seal. It surrounds the eye in the triangle above the pyramid and emanates from the constellation of stars above the eagle. Golden in color, the glory is a heraldic term denoting a "circle of rays." It indicates the presence of the divine. Artists usually depict angelic beings with a halo of light.

In the official description of the Great Seal, the glory is "breaking through a cloud," and in many early illustrations these rays do extend throughout the Seal. Unfortunately, the glory no longer shines so thoroughly. The current Great Seal die (similar to the version seen on the one dollar bill) has a very restricted glory that does not penetrate through the clouds. For this reason, it is technically incorrect. Another aspect of today's Great Seal that is incorrect is the fact that the reverse side has still never been made into a die. Our Great Seal therefore remains incomplete, but that's another story.

The first Great Seal committee members Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Jefferson had similar ideas that became the committee's choice for a reverse. Their design showed "Rays from a Pillar of Fire in the Cloud, expressive of the divine Presence and Command, beaming on Moses. . ." It seems that the sentiments of these two founders carried over into the final Great Seal design, where both sides symbolically capture this sense of a higher power at the helm of America.

On the official die of the Great Seal, the thirteen stars form a hexagram. Although the blazon does not specify the shape of the constellation, ever since the first die of 1782 the stars have been rendered as a hexagram. This was done presumably with the approval of Charles Thomson.

The famed mythologist Joseph Campbell talked about the symbolism of the hexagram, also known as the Star of David or Solomon's Seal. Another symbolic association of the hexagram is found in the Hindu system of chakras, where it represents the fourth or heart chakra, midway between the other six chakras.

The Eye of God

