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FOREWORD

We are aclually wilnessing an immense revolulionary
movement of which the firsl oulward manifestalion was
the I'rench revolulion of 1789,

This movement, which, stnce then, has spread all over
the world, has a much deeper significance than is gene-
rally supposed, and aims al the overthrow of civilizalion.

The fale of humanily s al slake, and it is of qreal
importance for us lo know the causes of the movement
and 1ls consequences, or, in « word, to know where we are
qoliiyg.

But among the revolulionary forces there are two, which,
although more or less hidden and unknown lo the public,
are none the less primordial.

These are I'reemasonry and Judaism.

It is these two forces which we wish o make beller
known .

1t must be clearly understvod thatl what follows applies
to continental I'reemasonry, (he question of English
masonry being trealed separately al the end.

1. The aim of this work is not 1o produce new unpublished
cvidence but 1o set out and summarize the whole (uestion
for a reader who is supposed to be ignorant of the subject.
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FREEMASONRY




INTRODUCTION TO THE MASONIC QUESTION

WIHAT IS FREEMASONRY ?

It 1s difficult to answer this question in a few words
for the iollowing reasons :

I. I'reemasonry 1s a secrel sociely.

[t considers 1t necessary to conceal everything con-
cerning 1t not only from outsiders but also {rom the
great majority of its own members. Only a few chosen
iitiates know 1ts real secrets. Its adepts collaborate
unconsciously towards an aim of which they arc igno-
rant, led by invisible chiefs whose very existence they
sometimes do not even suspect.

I1. Freemasonry has not an invariable and rigid form.

The work which it proposes to accomplish is so vast
that the task 1s divided, each section of Masonry having
its particular role, which varies according to countries,
times and circumstances; so that if we ask several
Free-Masons for a definition of Freemasonry, they can
in good faith give us 1n Fach casc very different one.

ITI. I'reemasonry conceals ils lrue atm beneath vague
formulas.

It purposcly never explains in precise fashion what it
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intends. By using vague formulas, those wlio direct
it have been able, little by little, and without too obvious
contradictions, to turn Masonry in the direction which
they desired.

All this, taken together, makes lreemasonry a very
complex problem. A. part of the truth has however been
discovered by the following means :

1. By sTuDpYING MASONIC DOCUMENTS.

(Publications, reports of meetings, masonic correspondence,
etc.).

This work is now facilitated in certain countries,
such as France, where Freemasonry believesitseli strong
enough to throw off partly its mask.

9 By STUDYING THE WORK OF FORMER MASONS.
(Such as Copin-Albancelli, Findel, Robison, etc.).

It has sometimes happened that a Freemason, having
caught a glimpse of the truth, has felt himself 1n cons-
cience bound to leave the association and to divulge
~its dangers to the public. A very few persons also suc-
ceeded in insinuating themselves into the Lodges in
order to try to pierce the masonic mysteries. But these
are exceptional cases. Freemasonry has known what
measures to take for the avoidance of all indiscretions.

3. By MEANS OF IMPORTANT MASONIC DOCUMENTS THAT
HAVE FALLEN INTO THE HANDS OF CERTAIN (GOVERN-
MENTS WHICH HAVE MADE THEM PUBLIC

These cases occurred on three principal occasions :
a) In 1785 Lanze, a member of the masonic order of
the Bavarian « Illuminati », who was carrying secrel
documents was struck by lightning at Ratisbon. When
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the Police picked up his body, they discovered on him
such compromising papers that the Bavarian govern-
ment immediately took the matter up. A scarch was
carried out among the papers of the sect which led to
considerable further discoveries and ended in a cele-
brated trial. Weishaupt, the chief, was able to escape.
All the documents seized could be seen in the archives
at Munich. Copies were sent to all Europecan sovern-
ments, which, however, took no notice of them.
b) In 1815 the documents of the secrel society

« the Haute Vente Romaine » came into Lhe possession
ol the Vatican and were in part published by Crétineau-
Joly in his book : L’Eglise Romaine en [ace de la révo-
lulton. On this occasion again copies of these papers
were sent to all European governments but with no
better success.

¢) In 1919, upon the fall of Bela Kun, chief of the
bolshevist revolution in Hungary, the government
caused the masonic archives of the lodges in Buda-Pest
to be seized. The revolutionary rdle of the Musons was
clearly revealed ; all the lodges of Hungary were closed
and I‘reemasonry forbidden.

4. BY ASCERTAINING TIHE MASONIC REVOLUTIONARY
WORK ACCOMPLISHED IN TIHE WORLD DURING THIE TWO
LLAST CENTURIES.

This work of disintegration extends to all branches :
religion, politics, morals, arts, literature, ete.. and to
all countries. It is the most solid proof and the most
tangible ; for, il it is casy to refute an argument, facts
cannol be dented, and there are so many ol them, that.
according to the evidence it is no longer possible to
preserve any doublt as to the real essence of IFreema-
SOnry.

S5SILCRET

|
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From this study the true role of this universal asso-
ciation emerges little by litlle. and it may be briefly
stated thus :

Freemasonry is a body of superimposed secret socie-
ties spread throughout the world.

Its aim is to destroy the present civilization based on
Christian principles, to establish in its place an atheistic
rationalist society which, in fact, leads straight to mate-
rialism although it is supposed to have science and reason
as a religion. Appearances have often changed but this
~aim has remained unalterable. _ -

The inner nature of the struggle is spiritual. It 1s a
conflict between rationalism and the Christian 1idea,
between the rights of God and the rights of man, who
“will become a man-god, directed by a state-god. In
order to reach this final aim it was necessary to begin
by undertaking the overthrow of monarchies repre-
senting the principles of authority and tradition, and
to replace them, little by little, by the universal atheist
masonic republic.

The réle of Freemasonry is to create the revolutionary
state of mind rather than to act directly.

We could quote in support of this brief summary
numerous masonic documents. Here are a few taken at
random ;

To ihe French Republic, daughter of French masonry.
To the universal Republic of to-morrow, daughter of uni-
versal masonry... !

Freemasonry cannot do less than thank the sovereign
Pontiff for his last encyclical. Leo XIII with incontestable
authority and a wealth of proofs, has just informed us once

1. Toast of the President of the Grand Orient in 1923. Con-
vent du grand orient, 1923, p. 403.
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more Lhat there exists an impossible abyss between the
church, of which he is the representative, and the revolution,
of which I'reemasonry is the right arm. It is better for those
who are hesitating not to keep up vain hopes. All must come
to understand that the time has arrived for choosing beiween
the old order, which rests upon Revelation, and the new
order which knows nc¢ other foundation but science  and
human reason, between the spirit of authority and the spirit
of liberty 1.

Having briefly stated the problem, we are now
gomg Lo study the question in detail and to show with
proofs 1n support :

[. FREEMASONRY IN APPEARANCE.

II. ITS REVOLUTIONARY PART IN THE WORLD.
I1I. FREEMASONRY IN REALITY.
IV. JEWISH INFLUENCE IN FREEMASONRY.

V. ExGLIsII FREEMASONRY.

1. Quoted by den Sarda y Salvany : Le mal social, ses causes.
ses remedes. Iixtract from the Bulletin de la grande Loge svm-
bolique ¢cossaise.



FIRST PART

FREEMASONRY IN APPEARANCE

DErFINITION OF FREEMASONRY

Freemasonry varles 1 appearance according to cir-
cumstances, times and pcoples. Thus the masonry of
Catholic countries i1s different from that of Protestant
countries. Also masonry of to-day dilflers from that of
beforec 1789 and from that of the middle of the nine-
teenth century. Everywhere and always it offers diver-
sities and contradictions.

In principle, and according to its statutes, Freema-
sonry 1s a secret association, the aim of which is philan-
thropic, humanitarian and progressive. It wishes to
ennoble and perfect society by directing it towards an
ideal of light, progress, and truth.

All virtues are practised, above all those of tolerance
and brotherly solidarity between masons. It is a sublime.
holy and sacred 1nstitution, the everlasting originator
of all things done in humanity which are good, beautiful,
and great. This association aims Lo place itself above
the 1deas of party, class, nationality and religion. All
freemasons are brothers and equals. In the original
statutes [reemasonry must keep apart from politices.
From the rehigious point of view cach mason is free to
believe what he wishes.
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These declarations are found, or have been found,
in the constitutions of all the masonic federations and
therefore carry authority.

What at first strikes a lavman is the vagueness of
the formulas : what is the light 2 what is an ideal of
progress 2 Every one can have a diflerent conception
of it. That is just what masonry wants, for it can thus
work in the most varied directions. Only two aflirma-
Hons remain definite : no dealing in politics and respect
for every religious faith.

We shall see that the facts ceaselessly contradict
these two dogmas. In IFrance for example ireemasonry
no longer hides itsell and carries on openly a religious
and political struggle.

Or1IGINS OF IFREEMASONRY

If we are to believe the contradictory versions which
masons give of their origins they arc both vague and
manifold. It scems that the association dates from very
ancient times. In England it comes from the guilds of
mason builders of the middle ages. Historically 1t may
be stated that freemasonry has existed in its present
form since 1717. At that time several English lodges
met in London and founded the Grand Lodge of England,
the first in date of all the grand lodges of the world,
John Anderson was entrusted with the task of bringing
together, correcting and ediling in a definitive form
the masonic constitutions. His work appeared in 1723
and served as a basis for all present masonic consti-
tutions 1.

1. Detailed information is given by the two following
authors : W. J. Hughan, Conslitulions of the freemasons of the
first grand Lodge of England. London, 1899, and W. Begemann,
Vorgeschichle und Anfange der Freimaurerei in England, Berlin,
1909.
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ORGANISATION OFF FREEMASONRY

the visible administrative organization and the hidden

organization sometimes unknown to freemasons thems-
selves.

There i1s a double and simultancous organization :

The apparend admunisiralive orqanizalion.

The freemasonry of Lhe whole world is divided into
several groups administratively independant of each
other, each group corresponding broadly to a country.,
They bear different names such as : Federation of the
(irand Lodge of England, of the Grand Orient of France,
ctc... The administrative organization of cach of these
groups or [ederations 1s very much the same cvery-
where. _

Let us take the Grand Orientof IFrance for example.
It comprised before the war about 20.000 members
distributed 1n 400 lodges of about 50 members cach L.

Each lodge 1s direclted by oflicers elected for one
year. They are five in number : the venerable, the first
and sccond overscers, the speaker and the sc-cmmry.
They have no authorily outside their lodge.

The central authority ol the social bodyv is also
appointed by cleclion. Iach lodge cleets a delegate,
and these delegates meel Lwice a year. The assembly
thus formed is called a « Convent » and is in fact the
masonic parliament ol the IFederation.

This « Convent » eleels 33 members appointed for
three years to form the council of the order, which
1s the exccutive committee of the whole federatioan.

At the head of the council is a board and at the head

1. In all there are about 00.000 masons in France actually.
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of the board is a President or chairman. (In other fede-
rations this president is called Grand Master.) The
President, or Grand Master, is therefore at the head of
a masonic federative administration, which 1s not as
important a function as one might believe.

The convent examines questions of masonic general
interest, deals with the budget, decides upon modifi-
cations in the statutes, maintainsintercourse with other

federations and, at present, occupies itself above all
with political and religious questions. '

Secret organization of the Degrees.

So much for the visible organization ; but according
to an ex-mason, Copin Albancelli, there exists simul-
taneously another which is much more secret — that
of the Degrees. We shall only touch on it briefly and
return to it later. When a person enters freemasonry,
he first of all belongs to an apprentice lodge and 1s
received as an apprentice. At the end of a certain time,
when his mind is judged to be sufliciently receptive
for the masonic light, he passes to the degree of com-
panion that is to say he is admitted into a lodge of
companions. After a further period of observation, more
or less prolonged, and if he is judged satistactory, the
companion will be promoted master and join a master’s
lodge. Every mason can visit a foreign lodge of a degree
similar or inferior to his own. Each degree has a cate-
chism, ritual and symbols of its own.

Here let us note a difference : In the open adminis-
trative organization, the chief officers are appointed by
election, whilst in the organization of degrees they are
chosen by selection. The masons of a higher degrec
observe their brothers of a lower degree, and only
admit among them those whom they select.

Another particularity is that, whilst a mason 1s nomin-
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ated definitively to any degree which he may attain,
an election in the administrative organization is always
temporary. The degrees of companion, apprentice and
master form the lower masonry or blue masonry, from
which it is possible to resign at will. Above this comes
the masonry of high Degrees whose activity is unknown
to the members of blue masonry. The number of high
Degrees varies according to the federations and rites.
In the Grand Orient of France only eight are actually
practised ; the best known being those of Rose-croix,
chevalier kadosch, etc. The Scottish Rite practised at
the Grand Lodge has kept the thirty three degrees. The
supreme councils of the Scottish Rite of the whole
world are confederated. The thirty-third Degrees of the
Grand Orient are not admitted to them.

Higher up, the degrees continue to be given by selec-
tion, the number of members diminishing progressively
while the high degrees become very secret.

In a lodge meeting of any degree, there are always
present one or more masons of a higher degree, often
unknown as such to their brothers of the lower lodges.
Every mason is therefore ignorant of what is said and
done in the workshops of higher degree than his own,
for entrance to them is forbidden. It is an essential
duty which 1s laid upon the higher degrees to wvisit
lower lodges and to inspire in them the ideas which
they have themselves received from above.

Freemasonry is then a superposition of Secret Socie-
ties. While in the administrative organization the man-
agement 1s directed from below by election, the organi-
zation of degrees, on the contrary, demonstrates the
probabhilitv of a secret higher group which makes its
will pass 1n an invisible manner throughout the whole
masonic pyvramid. It can readily be understood that
documents emanating from higher groups such as those
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of the Bavarian Hluminati, of the Haute Vente Romaine
and of the Hungarian lodges, throw a strong light on
the true naturc of the masonic aim and on the means
employed. Whoever is at the summil of the pyramid
can control the whole struclure.

However that may be, whether the seeret of masonic
organization resides in the arrangement of degrees or
elsewhere, one thing is certain, namely that between
freemasonry such as it is shown to us in the form of
a private humanitarian and philanthropic society and
the immense revolutionary part which it has played
in the world, there is a striking contrast. There 1s a
similar disproporlion between its visible organization and
the results obtained. Nor can one understand the need
of the terrible oath exaclted from all freemasons, an
oath accompanied by curses and threats if they should
reveal the scerets of the association. Would a simple
philanthropic society make such serious dispositions and
think of such precautionary measures 2 When it 1s only
a question of doing good, even discrectly, there 1s no
need for this kind of concealment : there is something
behind the facade.

Let us therefore inquire into the part played by
freemasonry in history and as shown in its documents
from Munich, Rome, Buda-Pesth, and it will then
appear to us such as it is really : an essentially revolu-
tionary power.

I shall not speak of rites, of symbols and of the cere-
monies necessary for the crcation in the lodges of the
desired state of mind for the propagation of masonic
ideas. Each degree has its ceremonies, its rituals, its
catechisms and its psalms. All that is withoul interest
for the layman. We shall only say a few words on a very
important point : the religion of secrecy which masonry
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has created. Xt each degree the oath to maintain secrecy
is renewed and the pumshmenls which await the
unfaithful mason arve recalled.

The following is an example ol such oaths :

If 1 should in the very least degree violate myv oath, may
myv head be cut off, my heart, my leeth and my enfreils be
lorn out and thrown inlo the sea, may my body be burnl
and the ashes cast to the winds so that nothing may remain
of me or of my thoughts among men and among my brolher
ASONS,

Masonry is so well organized 1 this respect and
knows so well how to render its adherents secrelive
that not a word leaks out, even in the low degrees which
know nothing important and which form the immense
majority. There is to my knowledge no case of a high
inttiate having betraved an important scceret.



SECOND PART

THE
REVOLUTIONARY PART OF FREEMASONRY
IN THE WORLD

FREEMASONRY AND THE REvVOLUTION OF 1789

None of the great classical histories of the Revolution
mentions the part played in 1t by freemasonry. It is
indeed incomprehensible : Here is the greatest event
of history for 1800 years, an event which has changed
the face of the world ; a hidden power plays in it an
immense part and this power remains unknown for
more than a century! A few persons have known the
truth and either from fear or from interest have kept
silent. Others, still fewer in number, have spoken and
have been treated as visionaries. Many sincere people
have felt that the revolutionary manifestations of 1789
were not entirely spontancous. They had a presentiment
of a secret-impulsion without being able to discover
its source. |

But to-day freemasonry openly acknowledges the
French revolution as its work. _

In the chamber of Deputies during the sitting of
1 July 1904 the Marquis de Rosanbo pronounced the
following words :
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Freemasonry has worked in a hidden but constant manner
to prepare the revolution.

Mr Jumel. — That is indeed what we boast ol.
Mr Alexandre Zévaes. — That is the greatest praise you
can give it.

Mr Henri Michel. — That is the reason why you and your

friends hate 1t.

Mr de Rosanbo. — We are then in complete agreement on
the point that freemasonry was the only author of the revo-
lution, and the applause which I receive from the Left, and
to which I am little accustomed proves, gentlemen, that you
acknowledge with me that it was masonry which made the
French revoluiion.

Mr Jumel. — We do more than acknowledge 1t, we pro-
claim 1t 1.

It was from 1772 to 1789 that masonry clabcrated the
great revolution which was to change the face of the world.

[t was then that the masons gave to the pecple the ideas
which they had adopted in their lodges 2

Masonry which prepared the revolution of 1789 is in duty
bound to continue its work; the present state of opinion
invites it to do so ®.

From 1789 freemasonry wished to found a new civi-
lization radically opposed to the old order. It was
necessary to overthrow that which constituted the

strength of the latter : The monarchy and catholicism

1. Passage quoted in the Conjuralion anli-chrélienné by
Mer Henri Delassus.

2. Report read at an assembly of the lodges Patx el union
and la libre conscience. Orient of Nantes, 23 April 1383.

3. Circular sent to all lodges by the grand council of the
masonic order to prepare the cenlenary of 1789. These last

{wo quotations are given in Lu conjuralion anti-chrétienne by
Mgr H. Delassus. Vol. 1, p. 146. |
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These two bhases destroved, social order is without
defence, and the former discipline and hicrarchy can
be abolished at leisure. As they cannot enter into open
warfarc against the church, the masons attack its
natural supports, monarchy and aristocracy. The inner
meaning of this warfare is not only political, but essen-
tially social and religious, for western civilization is
founded upon christian ideas and discipline.

The abolition of monarchy by Divine Right was the
condition sine qua non of the entire scheme. It was
impossible to attempt anvthing against society under
this form of government. The Revolution, which, we
are told, was made for the people, was in reality made
against the people. The monarchy and aristocracy were
not destroyed because they were oppressing IFrance but
because, on the contrary, they protected it too well.

Such a plan may scem too improbable.

And yet it has been exposed in detail and in writing
by the hand of Weishaupt, head of the masonic sect of
the « IHuminati », long before 1789. These irrefutable
documents which were seized in the very headquarters
of « Illuminism » by the Bavarian government could be
seen 1n the Munich archives 1,

The practical application of that plan which was
made between 1789 and 1793 is moreover a guarantee
of its authenticity. '

—_

1. These documents have been partly reproduced by abbé
Barruel in his book : Aémoires pour servir a Uhistoire du Jaco-
binisme, 1798, and more recently by Mgr Delassus in his work -
La conjuration anli-chrétienne, 1910. Sec also Le Forestier :
Les Hluminés de Bavicre, 1911, and N. . Webster: The World
Revoludion, 1922.
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IDEAS AS WEAPONS OF DESTRUCTION

The extraordinary skilfulness of the hidden masonic
power consisted in making France work for its own
destruction and in using the people to overthrow every-
thing which really protected them. Lying and hypo-
crisy have been the characteristics of all revolutionary
movements in the world since 1789 up to our time.
One thing is said whilst the contrary is being delibe-
rately done.

« One must lie like the devil, » said Voltaire, «not timidly,
not for a time only, but boldly and always » (Letter to The-
riot).

The general principle according to Collot d’Herbois
is that : Lverything is permilted for the triumph of the
Revolution. _

This secret power dirccting the attack knew that
certain ideas, lofty and beautiful in appearance, could
prove a terrible weapon of destruction. 1t had, moreover,
at its service the recal genius of the formula; provided
that the telling phrase, full of high sounding words
and fine promises, is spoken to the masses, that is the
principal thing ; the countrary of what has been stated
can be done afterwards, that is of no importance. Such
are the three words of masonic origin : Liberty, I.quality,
Fraternity.

We may sum up by saving that the Revolution of
1789 was not a movement of revolt against the « Ty-
ranny » of the old system of government, nor, as we
are asked to believe, a spontaneous, sincere, (and en-
thusiastic soaring lowards new ideas of Liberty,
Equality and Fraternity. Freemasonry was the hidden
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inspiration, and to some extent the directing influence
of the movement. It did not create from the beginning

the new social gospel, whose earlier origin dates from
the Reformation, but i1t claborated the principles of

1789, spread them among the masses and contributed
actively towards their realization.
Let us study the details.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PART
OF FREEMASONRY FROM 1789 To 1792

Iivery one knows the revolutionary preparation of
the « Encyclopédistes ». What is not known is the pre-
ponderant part played by masonry during the revolu-
tion. The following is the evidence of the mason Bonnet,

orator of the Convent du Grand Orient de FYFrance
in 1904.

During the 18th century the glorious line of the « Encyclo-
pedistes » found 1n our temples a fervent audience, which,
alone at that period, invoked the radiant motto, still unknown
to the people, of « Liberty, Equality, Fraternity ». The revo-
lutionary seed germinated rapidly in that seclect company.
Our illustrious brother masons d’Alembert, Diderot, Helve-
tius, d'Holbach, Voltaire and Condorcet, completed the evo-
lution of people’s minds and prepared the way for a new
age. And when the Bastille fell, freemasonry had the supreme
honour to present to humanity the charter which it had
friendly elaborated.

It was our brother mason Lafayette, who was the first to
bring forward the proposal for a « declaration of the natural
rights of man and of the citizen living in society », in order
to make it the first chapter of the constitution.

On August 20th 1739, the Constituent Assembly, of which
more than 300 members were masons, finally adopted, almost
word for word, such as it had been for long elaborated in

SECRET 3
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the lodges, the text of the immortal declaration of the Rights
of Man.

At that decisive hour fsr civilizalion, I'rench masonry was
the umversal conscience, and in the various projects impro-
vised and initiated by the members of the Constituent Assem-
bly, it never ceased to applv the considered results of the

stow claborations of its workshops.

The above asscerlion 1s so elear and explicit that it
needs no further commentary.

Amongst the documents which demonstrate the
masonic revolutionary preparation those of the « THu-
minati » arc the most complete.

We have noted the circumstances in which the Bava-
rian government scized 1n Munich on 11th october 1786
the archives of the Illuminati. The leader Weishaupl
succeeded 1n escaping. A plan of world revolution was
found. [All the documents were put together under the
title : Fcerils originaur de Uordre el de la secle des Illu-
mines, and published by . Trancois, court printer.
Munich 1787]. _

The soul of the association was its chief Weishaupt.
Louis Blanc who was a sulficiently pure revolutionary
for his words not to be doubted, has in his Hisloire de (a

Reévolution, thus characterized his work :

To bring under onc will and to animale with a single spirit
thousands of men in every country of the world, but first of
all in Germany and 1n France, by the atlraction of mysterv
alone, the only power of the association; to make these
men cntlircly new beings by means of a slow and gradual
educatlion ; to render them obedient to the point of madness,
even to death itself, to their invisible and unknown chiefs ;
with such a legion to exercisc secrelly pressure on thic minds
of men, to surround sovereigns, to dircct governments all
unknown by them, and to guide liurcpe to the point that
all superstition [read:religion] should be abolished, all monar-
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chics overthrown, all privileges of birth declared unjust,
cven the right of properly done awav with @ such was the
Jigantic plan of Iluminism.

To pass from preparation to aclion requireset o work
ol organmization and concentration. .\ masonic Furopean
congress was held for this purpose al Withelhmsbad, near
Frankfurt, i 1/8L The Humimalt plaved a prepon-
derant parl. The hnes Lo be tollowed were decided
upon and, amonyg other things, the deaths of Louis XV
and Gustavus T ol Sweden were discussed

We have private evidence of this from the count
von Hauvewitz: the comte de Vivren, the Reverend Father
Abel, cte. Count von Tlavewilz who was  Prussian
minister al the congress of Verona in 1822, read o

memorandum thereo in which he adnitted having been

a mason and mbrusted with arrangements ol masonie
meelings mnovarious countries ;

In 1777 T undertook the direction of lodges in Prussia.
Poland and Dussia. From what 1 Jeernt while carrving out
these funclions, [ have since acquired the firm convietion
that all which has happened in I'rance since 1788, the French
revolution and the assassination of the king with all (he
altendant horrors, was not only decided upon at the time,
bul that it had all been prepared by meelings, instru tions,
oalbs and signs which left no doubt as to the identity of the
brains which arranged and directed evervthing.

The comte de Virteu had been a delegate at Wilhelms-
bad representing the masonic lodge « les chevaliers

bienfaisants » of Lvon. Upon his return to Paris, dis-
maved by what he has learnt, he declared

J<

I shall not tell you the secrets which 1T have ln'dught back,
bul what | believe, T may tell vouo is that a plot is being
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hatched, so well contrived and so deep that it will be difficult
for religion and for the government not to succumb.

The Reverend Father Abel, son of the Minister of
Bavaria, gave an address in Vienna in 1898, 1n the course
of which he made the following statement :

In 1784 there was an extraordinary meeting at Frankfurt
of the « Grande Loge Eclectique » One of the members put
to the vote the condemnation to death of Louis XVI, king
of France, and of Gustavus Il king of Sweden. That man
was called Abel, he was my grandfather. '

A Jewish newspaper, Die neue freie Presse, having
reproached the speaker with casting a slur on his family,
Father Abel said in his following address :

My father’s dying wish was that I should devote myseli
to repair the harm which he and our relatives had done.
If T had not 10 carry out this injunction of my father’s will,
dated 31 July 1870 I should not speak as I am doing *.

Having elaborated its plan of action, freemasonry
actively began to carry it out, by directing by invisible
means the electoral campaign of 1789. M.M. Cochin and
Charpentier in a work called : La campagne éleclorale
de 1789 en Bourgogne, give as their conclusion that in
view of the state of disorganization of the old indepen-
dent bodies — provinces, orders and corporations —
it was an easy matter for an organized party to seize
upon public opinion and direct it. M.M. Copin-Albancell
in his book : Le pouvoir occulte conlre la France, analyses
the writings of M.M. Cochin and Charpentier. This 1s
what he says :

1. These two passages are quoted from Mgr Delassus
La conjuralion anli-chrétienne.




FREEMASONRY 37

These two writers have examined the documents of muni-
cipal and national archives for 1788-1789. IFor example they
specially applied themsclves to a study of the electoral
campaign of 1789 in the province of Burgundy.

They verified that the principal demands contained in the
« cahiers » of this province were composed not by the States,
nor by the provincial corporations, but by a verv small
minority, a little group of a dozen members, mainly doctors
and lawyers. Not only did this group compose the proposals,
but it manceuvred {c get them accepted by cach of the cor-
porations ; 1t used tricks and subterfuges to gain its ends,
and, if it did not succceed, falsified the text of adopted reso-
lutions. This is noc all. They verified also that in the docu-
ments emanaling {from this group which was working in
Burgundy, a jargon is ¢cmployed which we now know well
as that of masonry. And finallyv so that their demonstration
should be complete, the two authors, extending their work,
found the same procedure used in other provinces, the same
very small minorities everywhere composed of similar cle-
ments, acting cverywhere at the same time and in the same
way, and conscquently obeying the same order and password,
and spcaking the same jargen which is so casily reco-
gnuzed, thus proving that this pass-word was transmitted
by freemasonry. So true is this, write M. M. Cochin and Char-
penticr Lthat there was not a single movement termed popular
from 1/87 to 1790 — except that in La Vendée - - which
really was so ; that all of them were decided, organized and
planned in all their details by the chiefs of a secret organi-
zation, acting everyvwhere at the same time and in the.same
manner, and causing the same order to be executed every-
where.

On the ro.e of freemasonry in the preparaton of the
Revolution the recent and remarkably documented work
of the mason G. Martin provides a clear and abundant
proof 1.

1. G. Martin : La Franc-magonnerie frangaise et la préparation
de la révolution. Les presses universitaires de France, Paris, 1925,
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G. Martin accuses all the adversaries of freemasonry
of bad faith, and that culs short all argument. He says :

IFrcemasonry 1s not subversive. It respeets King, religion
and law... but its obedience 1s not passiveness, The laws are
worthy of respect but are not inlangible (p. 43).

In fact thce masons with their enlightened minds
awalt an opportunily to change Lhe laws and propagale
principles which destroy Lheni. This 1s then a dispute
over words. The fact upon which c¢vervone is agreed
remains

Freemasonry procliims and spreads o svstem  of
new political, social and religious ideas ; thev constitute
a different civilization radically opposed to the old one.
I-reemasonry defines it as superior, therefore masonry
is constructive. We, on the contrary, consider it to
be bad and dangerous, and, since 1n order to establish
this new civilization it 1s lirst ol all necessary to destroy
the old one. we are therefore justified 1 saving that
(reemasonry is destruclive.

(. Martin studies the {parl played by IFrench freceia-
sonry in the preparation of the revolution. This prepa-
ration required three phases :

1. The claboration of the revolulionary doclrine.
2. The propagalion of lhe doclrine.
3. The aclive participalion of masonry.

1. — The elaboralion of the revolulionary doclrine.

The intimate connection between the lincyclopedists
and the freemasons 1s now well known., id masonry
inspire the philosophers or did il borrow its doctrines
trom them ?
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The freemason Amiable (quoted by (. Marlin) opls
ror the first theory and Martin for the second. The
point 1s theretore nol clearly elueidaled.

T'he philosophers had elaborated an abstract doctrine.
Freemasonry from 1773 to 1788 brought the doctrine
to the pomt ol practical apphication. a work which
Martin thus summarizes

In this manner the doctrine which was to be that of the
States General emerged, Iittle by hittle. The masons of St-
Boicue were nighl i saving that it was wholly from  the
philosophers, wiile Lhose of lennes were not wrong in affir-
ming that il was masonrv, neverlheless, which made it the
tstrument of political and sceral emancipation that it was
in process of becoming (p. Y7).

In order that this doctrine should have a political
mporl, Lwo condilions were necessary.,

I. The adhesion of the majorily of the nalion to its pos-
tutales.

2. Suflicient slrength te surmounl Lthe obstacles, which those
whose inlerests it would mjure, would not fail 1o place in ils
way. Masonry was usclully employed in assisting  Lhese
condilions.

In order to bring aboul the adhesion of the majorily of
the nation 1t .rganized propaganda; le insurc suflicient
strengtho it took a very intimale part in the eleclions, At the
same time 1L tried Lo disarm Lhe ill-wills of rivals (p. 98).

The propaganda was lirst of all carried out in the
masonice cireles with the {ollowing result :

The [undamental principles of masonry ended by becoming
an mtegral part of the mentality of all masons, nol only an
acquired philosophie 1dea, but a way of feeling, and often
also a wayv of being (p. 120).
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The foundation in 1773 of the Grand Orient and the

reorganisation of the Loge des neuf sceurs (to which
Voltaire belonged) mark the beginning of a new phase :
propaganda outside the lodges.

Onc may divide into three categories the methods of
propaganda employed by freema:onry in order to spread in
the profanc world the reforming truths with which it desired
to imbuc it : The press, oral propaganda, 1he didactic spirit
of the club (p. 126).

The balance-sheet of masonry in Lthe doma'n of ideas
properly so called may be thus established :

1. Masonry has been the best instrument of propaganda
and diffusion of philosophic ideas.

2. If it did not create the doctrines of reform, it never-
theless claborated them.

3. Masonry in the transformalion of socicty through ideas,
did not conten! itsclf with adopting principles from indivi-
duals ; 1t very soon came to sce praclical means of realizing
its 1deas... It has been on this account the real creator not
of the principles, but of the practice of revolution.

4. I'inally, apart from this role, masonry also proves itselt
Lhe great propagandist of the modern gospel.

Therelore :

Masonry indced bore, almost in spite of itself, the weight
of this constituent revolution. 1t had, in fact, not only preach-
ed its doctlrines but also prepared the leaders, and, impru-
dently perhaps, propped up certain praclices derived from
Lhe old system, whose application soon got beyond its control
and gave warning of the days of August and September 1792

(p. 149).
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2. == 1 Ne Propagation of the Doclrine.

I'recemasonry dirvected the elections of March-April
1789,

They were, 1 many points, its work, which it is of interest
to examine in detail,

I'reemasonry was a primordial influence in the com-
position of tive cahiers of 1789.

The identity of cditorship strikes even the least eritical
mind... people consequently wished to discover whether the
cahiers had not some models which were circulated from
batllage to baillau.

This research soon led to the discovery that instruc-
tions or general models of the eahiers, had been every-
where distributed. and.

We cannot fail to be struck by the fact that all these ins-
[ructions b are of masonic origin. The result was that the half
ol the depulies elected to the States General in 1789 were
frcemasons.

(v. Martin summarizes their influence as jollows

In the « liers-Etat» a group wus formed which masonry
supported, how and by what mcans we shall presently see.
This group had in its favour its cohesion, a very clear un-
derstanding of its plan, the practice of parliamentary debates,
and, at the beginning, an almost perfeet discipline.

It represented nearly half the assembly and the great
majorily of the order. But it would have been fated to impo-

1. Nalicized in 1he original {ext.
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tence if 1t had keptl to Lthe old manner of voting by order.
It acted then upen the depulies of the olher orders, who
were mmpressed by its cohesion and its will, and, thanks to
the masonic clements among Lhem, was able to detach them
between the oth May and the 22nd June. It thus assurcd the
surrender of the king and the triumph of the reforms.

It is difficult 1n these circumstances, Lo overestimate the
services rendered by freemasonry to the beginning of the
revolution.

The clected depulies were indeed strictly supervised,
thanks to an organizalion called « Burcau de corres-
pondance » of which (. Martin gives details :

The freemasons did not cease in fact to direct parliamentary
opinion, and the Bureau de correspondance was the point
where the connection was made between the masonic lodges,
the public, and the clected deputies. '

And elsewhere :

Nol less important was the financial support brought by
masonry to the work of reform. The setting in motion of
such an upheaval was bound to cost a great deal, but masonry
did not sparec its money any more than its time or its intel-
lectual activity.

The masons, indeed, possessed very large capital
resources.

The two ways in which it made use of this capital seem,
above all, to have been the printing and distribution of
pamphiets which served as models for the cahiers, and the
equipment of groups of young men who helped towards the
triumph of the new ideas.

Freemasonry also gave a great deal in charities, of
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which a part had a clearly polilical aim, or. as we
should say to dav a demagogic one.

The point achieved is that, in case of trouble, the mob,
which will have backed the political demands of the reform
party by force, is certain to be supported financially by the
masonic lodges (p. 198).

Therefore -

By subsidizing newspapers, by composing public nolices,
by helping victims of civil war, by financing opposition,
masonry brought prudent but effective help Lo the electoral
campaign which led to the convocation of the States General.

Andat Versailles also, while the States General was in process
of organization, the part plaved by masonry was again pre-
ponderant.

It achieved mastery thanks to the closely organized
connection between the mason deputies.

As early as the month of May this plan of a masonic
socicty of representatives became a realily. But it
would not do, nevertheless, for it to remain a closed
association like a temple, for there would be too great
a risk that non-mason deputies would then be tempted
to constitute, in opposition to it, a polilical group
which might casily be hostile. It would be enough if
the leaders were masons and if the spirit of the club
was masontc, so that the principle would be safe and
the necessary concentration established (p. 208).

3. -—— The active revolutionary Part of Ireemasonry.

This 1s a dangerous subject and as G. Marlin knows
that better than any one, he treats it in a much vaguer
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fashion. le tells us that freemasonry initiated popular
leaders whom it thought it could usefully employ,
and, inversely, that it sent masons to haranguc the
people.

That they were masons was unknown to those whom
they harangued. They often cleverly allowed their
audience to believe that the initiatives decided upon
had come {rom itself. They directed bul did not force
(hetr opinion .

Freemasonry did not content itself with speeches,
but organized the proletariat with the aim of main-
taining the Order as well as sustaining its principles.

In another sphere the mascns, little by little, and
thanks to masonic mutual help, invaded the royal
government in which they brought about the ascendency

of the ideas of reform. IFinally they penetrated into
the army.

Freemasonry would have had, perhaps, much more difli-
culty in seccuring the triumph of its doctrines in practice,
if it had not had, during the last years of the century, the
support of a great portion of the army. Historians who have
reported this fact seem to have grasped imperfectly the
root cause, which was the spread of lodges in military circles...

The old system of government collapsed partly because
the French army and its lower cadres did not attempt to come
to its aid. Here again masonic propaganda had conscquences
which surpassed the expectations of its military promoters
(p. 274).

... By the help given to the beginning of the Revolution,
military masonry was an ecssential element in the triumph
of the new ideas ; it may even be supposed that without it,

1. Italicized in the original text.
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the great work would have been seriously compromised
(p. 276).

G. Martin who stops at the Revolution properly
so called, thus concludes his book.

The importance of masonry in the revolution must not be
underestimated. Doubtless the great majorily of romantic
legends — daggers, traitors and mantles of operatic reper-
torv — have ncither foundation nor appearance of truth,
and masonry has been right to point out the bad faith of
those accusers who colleect such childish absurdities. But,
these poor and intercsted falschoods apart, the fact remains
that masonry has becn the recognized or hidden soul of all
the popular and social movements the sum total of which
formed the constituent revelution. Masonry has been the
yeast which transformed into creative action the poten-
tialities of cmancipation which, without it, would have
remained latent or would have muscarried in the lack of

coordmation and the impotency of spasmodic and divergent
efforts (p. 284).

I"'REEMASONRY AND THE TERROR

Masons, apostles of the great revolution, have suc-
ceded In separating, in public opinion, the immortal
principles of 1789 from the excesses of the Terror.
Thus they explain the massacres of 1792 as a regret-
table fact only duc to an over-zealous enthusiasm in
the application of the said principles.

Yet freemasonry, a philanthropic and humanitarian
association, had a part in the organization of the Terror

We have proofs of its responsability : those of Ber.
trand de Molleville, minister of Louis XVI, of the free-
mason Marmontel and of Duport the author of the
revolutionary plan of the Terror, the crimes of which
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were prepared mainly by the propaganda committee
of the lodge : Les amus reunts.
I.et us quote the mason Marmontel :

Money, above all, and the hope of pillage are all powerful

among this pcople. We have just experienced 1t in the {au-

bourg S* Antoine, and onc could scarcely belicve how little
it cost the Due d’Orléans to have the factory of that honest
man Reveillon plundered, he who amongst this very pcople
assures the livelihood of a hundred families. Mirabeau jokingly
maintains that with a thousand louis onc can make a very
good occasion for scditron.

IHave we got to fcar the opposition of the greater part cf
the nation which does not know our plans and which would
not be disposed to Iend us support ? Without doubt, 1n their
houses, shops, ofliccs and workshops, the greater part of

these home-loving citizens will perhaps think our plans,.

which may disturb their rest and their pleasures, too daring.
But if they disapprove of them it will only be timidly and
without noise. Moreover, does the nation know what it
wants ? It will be made to wish and tc say what it has never
thought. If it suspects anything it will reccive the same reply
as Crispin made to the legatce : That 1s your lethargy. The
nation is a great flock which thinks only of pasture, and which,
with the help of good sheepdogs, the shepherds can guide as

they will. After all it is their gocd which we desire, though .

they kncw it not. Neither their old system of government,
their religion, their morals, nor all their antiquated prejudices
are worth preserving. All that 1s a shame and reproach to
an age like ours; and in order to trace a new plan a blank
sheet 1s necessary.

To overawe the bourgeoisie, we shall have, if necessary,
that class which is resolved and which sees nothing to lose
and evervthing to gain by the change. There are powerful
motives to stir it to revoll : scarcity, hunger, money, alarming
and terrifving rumours, and the madness of terror and fury
which will strike into people’s minds. '

The bourgeoisie produces only elegant speakers ; all these
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oratcrs ol the tribunce are nothing in comparison with our
Demostheneses hired at an ecu aplece, who, 1n the wine-shops,
in public ptaces, in the gardens and on the quavs, proclaim
havoc, fires, villages sacked and running with blood, plots
to besiege and starve out Pars.

The social movement requires this. What cnuld one do
with all these people by muzzling them with the principles of
goodness and justice ? Good people are feeble and (imid
and onlv the worthless are determined. It is an advantage
tor the people 1n a revolution to have no morality., How
could thev resist men to whom all means are good ? There
1s not one ol our old virtues which could help us ; the people
need not have any, or else they should be of another kind.
Al that 1s necessary for the revoluticn, all that is useful Lo
it is jusc; that is thie great principle L.

Note — 1. — From the beginming of the revolution,
frecemasonry closed all ils lodges. But this apparent
suppression was probably onfy a precaulionary measure,
for the sceret lodges stll existed as in the past and
all the others were replaced by clubs. Let us not forget
motcover that the role ol freemasonry is to create
the revolutionary state of mind rather than to fight
openty at the head ol the movement. IFreemasonry
had created the state of mind and sent forward its
men lo the atlack. These were mmpregnated  with
the masonie prineiples and applied them during the
revolution without necessartty being directed by {ree-
NISONrY,

2. — Let us note m passing that Adrien Duport
obtamed the adoption by the conslituent assemblv
of the emancipation of the Jews. He had altempted

to carrv this on ftourteen occasions before hcmﬂ SUC-

1. This passage is quoled {rom Mgr Jouin's work @ Le Péril
judéo-muagonniquie,
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cessful, and it was only on the eve of the close of the
assembly that the law was voted after Regnault de
Saint-Jean d’Angely had said : « I demand that all
those who speak against this proposal shall be called

to order {for 1t i1s the very constitution which they are
opposing » 1.

Let us now turn to the part played by frecmasonry
in France from 1793 to our own days.

1. See the detailed history of the emancipation of the Jews

in the work of abbé IL.emiann (a converted jew) : L’enirée des
Israélites dans la société.
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The role of freemasonry has been exposed in detail
and 1n a complete manner by several writers such
as Deschamps, Delassus, Copin-Albancclli, cte., and
it 1s from them that we shall lake the following brief
summary.

By wishing to go too fast, freemasonrv miscarried.
The excesses of the Terror brought about a violent
rcaction of the country. Being unable to do better,
freemasonry resumed ils philantropic guise and res-
pectful atlitude to social order. It upheld Napoleon,
who, morcover, served it by spreading the revolution-
ary spirit all over Europe. He proclaimed @ « T have
conscerated the revolution, I have instilled it into
the laws » and again : « 1 have sown liberty broadcast
whereever I have implanted my civil code. » In a word
he was for Europe what the revolution had been for
France. But the secret socicties turned against him
when he showed a disposition to re-establish for his own
benelit an hereditary, stable and conservalive autocracy,
The first excommunication of freemasonrv against
Napolecon dates from 1809,

When the Empire fell, the hidden power could not
oppose the wish of the whole nation and was obliged
to submit to the return of the Bourbons. What masonry
wanted, by one means or another, was to save the revo-
lution by maintaining ils spirit and keeping as many

SILCRET 4
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of 1ts conquests as possible. The Lwo important points
for it were the separation of church and state and the
suppression of absolute monarchy., The constitutional
form of government was therefore implanted in France,
and under 1t masonry had its chance.

Louis XVIII], said the secrelary of the Grand Orient de
[‘rance Bazot, gave the charter, that is constitutional govern-
ment. That principle protects us.

Having thus met the most pressing need, the hidden
power resumed its work and carried on invisibly
relentless campaign  against the  Restoration  whiceh
was becoming too strong and was making the people
too contented

It must be cenluries, perhaps, before most peoples of
Europe can rcach the degree et happiness which IFrance
enjoved under Charles X.

Said Stendhal. — Masonry participated 1n the revo-
lution of 1830.

Do not belicve, said a high mason, the clder M. Dupin of
the lodge Trinosophes, that three dayvs have dune everything.
If the revolulion has been so prompt and sudden, i we have
made it in a few davs, it is because we had a keystone ready
to place, and beeause we have been able to substitute imme-
diatcly a new and complete order of things tor that which
had just been destroved L

[ shall not enter nto the nwasonie preparation ol
the revolution of 1813, as LLekert, Deschamps, Delassus,
Copin-Albancellt have devoted several chapters to the
subject.

1. Quoted from Mer Delassus @ La conjuralion anli-chrélienne,
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At that time the emancipation of the Jews, begun
by the revolubtion of T/890 spread to the rest of Furope.
Troubles broke oul almost evervwhere in Europe in
asimultancous manner which cannot easily be explained
withoul an nternational direction. In EFrance on the
6 March IS1S the provisional government, of which
9 oul of 11 members were masons, received an oflicial
deputation from the todges with all the panoply of
Masonic 1Nsinki.

Thev saluted the trimmph ot their prinavles and congralu-
lated themselves fer being able Lo sy that the whole country
has recerved masenie conseeration threugh the members of
the government. erty thousands masons, distributed 1n
more than live hundred workshops, forming between them
but «a single heart and mind, were promising their support
te achieve the work abready begun 1.

In spite of the pressure of this essentiallv masonic
government the elected national Assembly was palriotic ;-
1t refused to obey the guiding lines laid down for it
before-hand by the hidden power. The latler without
hesttation then turned to a man whom it knew to be
its own and Napoleon TIT ascended the throne.

The lmperor showed that he was indeed the man of
the revolution, believing that 1t was his mission to
root 1t an France and lo mtroduce it evervwhere in
]‘:tll‘lil}t‘.

Masonry upheld 1t as long as 1t beheved that it could
count on his obedience. Then the supporl was with-
drawn 1in proportion as Napoleon tried to tean on France
itselt m order to regain his independance.

Napoleon T was a slrange monarch such as one does not

1. Le Mondewr, Tt h March 18SAS, quoied from Mer Delassus.
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often mcet in history, nor even among usurpers and upstaris.
The latter {ry generally to make people forget their origins,
while he scemed to glory in his, and to have been placed on
the throne wilh the sole ¢bject of destroying monarchies, his
own finally included..... This limpire might have becen taken
for a lay republic, and it was, in spitcof its deceplive brilliancy,
a system of democracy and of free-thoughv 1.

The disaster of 1870 hastened events and masonry
was obliged to intervenc sooner than it would have
desired. Renewing the attempt of 1789 it sustained
the commune. On the 26t April 1871, fifty five lodges,
more than len thousands masons, led by their digni-
taries, wearing their insignias, went in procession to
the remparts to place banners there to the number
of sixty two. At the Hotel de Ville, the mason Tiriforque
in saluting the revolutionary power said to the rioters :

The commune is the greatest revolution which the world
has been given to behold.

When the Commune was over, the sccret societies
which had not been able to prevent the election of
an assembly with a monarchist majority planned toge-
ther all over Europe in order to oppose the accession
to the throne of the comte de Chambord who repre-
sented stable power in legitimacy, heredity and autho-
rity. _

Freemasonry after having gained as much as 1t
could from the different governments which succeeded
each other from 1789 finally rcached the form of govern-
ment which suited it best : that is the Republic under
which it is easy for it to scize control.

1. 15, Malvinsky : La grande conspiralion mondiale, p. 263,
librairie Cervantes, Paris, 1928,
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I'rom that time on PFrance has been rothng down-
wards. The Lthird repubhe has mostlv applied  the
laws  claborated by freemasonry destroving little by
Hitle what remaned ol the elements of social conser-
vation, Taught by the events of 17/89-1830-18 18 and 1871
1L goes slowly but surelv. The monarchy having defi-
nmbively been brought down, 1t s & question of over-

Lhrowing the other base of the old society, namely catho-
heism. Al thes poliey of the third republic has been
concentrated on this pomt for fifty vears.

et us quote the words ol Gambelta spoken at
Romans in 1878

The clerical question, that is to sav the question of the
relations between church and state, takes precedence and
holds all other questions in suspense. It is in this question
that the spirtt of the past {akes refuge and entrenches itself.
I denounce the ever grewing peril which the ultramontane
spirit is creating for modern societv, that spirit of the Vatican,
of the Svllabus, which is only the expleitation of ignoran:c
with a view 1o a general subjecticn, |

The following quolation is from a speech by M. Viviani
dehvered from the tribune on 15" January 1901.

We are entrusted with the preservatien from all allack
of the patrimony of the revolution... We ceme forward here
bearing in our hands, over and above the republican tradilions
these I'rench traditions attested by centuries of strife, during
which. fittle by jittle, the Iaical spirit escaped from the elutches
of religious socicty... We are nol onlv face to face with the
congregalions but with the eatholic church... Abcve this
battle of a day, is it not truc that we find once more that
tormudable conflict in which the spiritual power and the
temporal power strive Logether for the sovereign prerogatives,
trying by means of snatching consciences from cach other,
to keep to the last the guidance of humanity ¥ But this is
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naly a skirmish beside the battles of the past and of the future.
The truth is that here is an cneounter, according to the fine
expression of M. de Mun in 1878, between society feunded on
the will of man and scciety founded on the will of god.

The question is to know whether, in this battle, a law
regarding association will be sufficient. The congregatlions
of the church threaten vou not only by their actions but
also by the prepagation of their faith...

... Do not fear the hattle offered to you ; accept it. And if
you find in front of yvou this divine religion which 1dealizes
suffering by promises of future recompense, oppose i1t with
the religion of humanily which also idcalizes suflfering by
offering it, as reccmpense, the happiness of human genera-
tions 1.

At the masonic convent of 1902 the speaker who
made the closing speech said

This is Lthe last phaSc of the struggle of the church and its
congregations against our republican and larcal sociely. This
effort must be the last.

The destructive laws given outl by the third republic
would be 1oo long to enumerate here; it is enough if
everybody will honestly reflect upon them. It one
examines the state of France one nalurally comes to
the conclusion :

Freemasonry has known how to bring about, without
violence, a state of things which is analogous 1n many
points to that of bolshevist Russia, bul in a more
disguised form.

How has it reached this result ?

The answer is that since 1871 and specially since 1831
none of the governments and cabinets wbich have

1. This passage and the following are uoted from Mgr Delas-
sus, op. cil.
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succeeded one another has represented France. The
repubiie. Freneh 1 name, 1s nothing bul a masonice

republie, destruclive of true Irench society and of the
church.

In order to reach its aim freemasonry has suceeeded
m making ol our country a centre of revolutionary
propaganda. '

Freemasonry begins 1o unmask and evervwhere
proclaims 1ts victory As ecarly as 1893 the Malin
openly stated in one of its arlicles :

We may allirm, without being overbold, that the majority
of the laws which the FFrench submit 10 — we speak of impor-
tant political laws — have been examined by recmasonry
before appearing in the official gazette. Tho laws on primary
cducation, on divorce, the military laws and among others
the law obliging seminarists to do military service, went
‘rom the rue Cadet [headquarters of the G.-. O.-.] to the Palais
Bourbon ; and they came back inviolale and definilive.

In conclusion comes this shout of triumph :

We are s_ill all powerful, but on condition that we compose
our aspiralions 1in a simple formula. IFor ten years we have
marched forward repeating @ Clericalism is the ennemv ! We
have everywhere schools without religious teaching, priosts
are r2duced 1o silence and seminarists have to carrv the
soldier’s pack. That is no ordinary resull in a nation which
calls itsell the cldest daughter of the church t,

The influence of {reemasonry in french politics was
thus summarized by a well known masonic writer :

The advent of the Republic permitted freemasonry to act
oulwardly and lo take such a place in the State that its

1. This article from the Malin is quoted by La« Franc-

magonnerie démasquée, abhé Tourmentin, Sept. 1893, p. 322-
320.
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adversaires could say that France was not a republic but a
frecmasonic State 1.

The socialist elections of 1921 were the triumph
of freemasonry.

The 11th May 1924, the adversaries of frcemasonry marked
the most complele defeat which they have perheps cver
suffered. This republican victory was characterized, from the
masonic poinl of view, by the fact that there was clected to
the chamber of deputics a cunsiderable number of masons
whose quality as such was notorious, while the heads of the
anti-masonic organizations were ignominiously beaten, as, for
exemple, general de Castelnau in the Aveyron, the Comte de
I cusse in the Haut-Rhin, M. Marcellot in the Haute-Marne,
ele. 2.

The result of these elections was that the mterterence
of freemasonry in parliamentary affairs and its domin-
ation on very many deputies and  senators  becane
stroncer than ever during the Herrtot soclalist cabi-
net of 1921

A. G. Michel has published a book : La diclalure de
l« Iranc-maconnerie sur la I'rance (éditions Spes),
showing on one side the decisions taken at various
masonic congresses, and on the other the corresponding
oflicial realizations during the IHerriot government.

JS

1. — The lodoes decreed the suppression of the
embassy to the Vatican (among other sources, the
official bulletin: of the Grande Loge de France, January
1923, p. 39).

1. Hiram couronné d’¢épine