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A U M.

@ Taz ““Lost Worp”’

It is not so many years ago, that the three simple letters
which constitute the title of this essay would have attracted
practically no attention at all among thinkers of the Western
world.

To-day, on the contrary, they are fraught with interest and
speculation, becanse of the evidences whieh scholars are con-
tinually bringing to light, of their wide distribution over the
whole continent of Asia, as either a devotional ejaculation or a
symbol to be contemplated with awe and reverence and their
equal prevalence in the ancient liturgies of the West as factors
to sacred names and words.

To this evidence of ubiquity we are, perhaps, in a position
to adduce some testimony, relating to the relative antiquity of a
symbol which must have required many centuries to travel so
R 2 i gl Vo far and assume SO many forms as we shall show it to have

'OPYRIGHT BY THE AUTHOR, 1914. : possessed in the lapse of ages.

The tradition of a word of omnific power in which is con-
centrated a store of foree, at once dynamie and intelligent, so
terrific in its intensity that he who knows and understandingly
utters it may wield an absolutely divine sway over the powers
of the elements, is one of the oldest legends of the human race,

Although the word, supposed to be the one in question, may
differ accordingly to race and locality the myths concerning it
bear an extraordinary resemblance to each other, for which
there should be an acceptable reason however the latter may
have been relegated to obseurity during the lapse of ages.

The almost always luminous Albert Mackey
has written of it—*‘This WORD may be con-
ceived to be a symbol of Divine T'ruth and all its

& modifications—the loss, the substitution and the
recovery are but eomponent parts of the mythieal
symbol which represents a search after truth. In
a general sense;the Word itself being then the

g, 1. symbol of Divine Truth the narrative of its loss
ML A 5 and the search for its recovery becomes a myth-
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ical symbol of the decay and loss of the true religion among the
ancient nations, at and after the dispersion on the plains of
Shinar and of the attempts of the wise men, the philosophers
and priests to find and retain it in their secret mysteries and
initiations, which have hence been designated as the Spurious
Freemasonry of Antiquity.”’

The final expression quoted, just as it appears in Mackey’s
Masonic Eneyclopaedia, is, however, a type of the complete lack
of logical reason which seems to have hitherto pervaded all
speculations of this sort. Why spurious? If spurious, Where
the genuine? -

This sort of speech, to whi~h many of the noblest writers
have often descended and still continue to descend in treating
of Masonic antiquities, is nothing more nor less than the evasion
of an issue which they have felt unable to meet.

We are compelled in contradietion thereof to assert a Free-
masonry in antiquity, which was an actual, not merely symbolie,
repository of the liberal arts and sciences and which taught
essential truths by means of figures which came to he after-
wards accepted as the symbols of those truths and have now
even survived all remembrance of their original associations.

Our direct acquaintance with the symbolie glyph in ques-
tion is derived from what was probably the land of its original
derivation—India. ‘““‘There”’, as Albert Pike expresses it, ‘‘it
represents the three powers combined in the Deity; Brahma,
Vishnu and Siva; or the creating, preserving and destroying
powers, A, the first, U or oo, the second and M, the third. All
three represented by the mystie character ““Y’’. This word
could not be pronounced except by the letters; for its pronun-
ciation as one word was said to make earth tremble and even
the Angels of Heaven to quake for fear.”

Dr. J. D. Buck, in his most interesting volume Mystic
Masonry, has a number of observations upon the important role
of the triglyph A.U.M. among the ancients.

He lays more stress upon the Hebrew Tetragrammaton, Jod,
Heh, Vau, Heh as an example of such a Sacred word which ‘‘the

Hebrews seem to have derived from the Chaldeo—Egyptian
Mysteries, which may be traced to the Zoroastrian Fire Philoso-
phy, till finally the word is A.U.M. In both Persian or Zend and
Sanskrit, the three letters are found in many names that desig-
nate fire—**Flame”’, ““Spirit’’, *‘ Essence”’, ete.”” There is also
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a closer connection between A.U.M. and the Tetragrammaton
than has ever been hitherto published as we shall observe in due
course. ‘‘The symbol of the ““Lost Word?* of the Master, says
Brother Pike, is the A.U.M. of the Persian Magi and the most
ancient Brahman, because back of that tri-literal glyph lies the
philosophy of the ‘‘Seeret Doctrine’” the synthesis of all know-
le'dge.” The sound of A.U.M. had not uﬁl_\-' its profound sig-
nificance alone bhut entered into the composition of the Divine
Name among many peoples. It is given as the root of the name
of the Sun God Yama, of the Vedas and Yang of the Chinese
philosophy. .

 In Sanserit it is Jama. Tt is the Chaldean name of the Day
(Sun) Ioma, the Hebrew Iom (Yom) and the first born in the
Chaldean philosophy, called 4oum, or doubled-Mowm, the Hin-
(_100 ““-"ur:l of Creation’’, the Word of Light; ‘Om LS Aum’, the
%c]avqme l‘[-"m". ‘Owm’, meaning ‘spirit’, ‘soul’; ‘Zum’, in the
beamlmaln'mu Thunder-god’s name ‘Ium-Ala’, Tumjo (Iumio)
the Thunder-goddess, ‘ Ami’, * Ammi’ and * Ammi Shaddai’. He-
FJ).‘e\\' proper names, ‘Oma’, the holy fire, in Germa ‘Om’ in
_‘(_)nm-n us’ (Ammon,) the Persian Fire-god’s name: ‘ 4om’ in the
Hebrew proper names ‘Immer’ and ‘Aomar’, and the Dorian
fim.a-_r, 113:-;11&11;3; Day (Mar, the Phoenician Sun); ‘ Baal-Awm 2
Ah<iam’, Hebrew names, “‘Tam’, day in Egyptian. This old
Indo-Germanie Sun-god, Am, * Yama' in l.mlia," Yima’ in Persia
‘Eﬂ."-_mo.s-' (Dionysus), ‘Am-ons’ in Bgypt. In Asia-Minor, I|i.~:
sacti or goddess bore his name in feminine form, ‘ Amma’ and
“Ma’ the Moon; ‘ Ammia’, * Amaia’ and ‘Maia’, the Earth, ‘Ma’
the Egyptian goddess of Truth, ?

~““The word Awm, says the Rama Yana, represents “‘the
Being of Beings, one substance in three forms, without mode
without quality, without passion, Immense, l.momprehensible’
Infinite, Indivisible, Immutable, Incorporeal, Irresistible. ’

An old passage in the Purana says ““All the rites ordained

in the Vedas, the sacrifices to the fire and all other solemn puri-
!icationﬂ shall pass away, but that which shall never pass away
is the word A:. 0-O: M.:, for it is the symbol of the Lord of all
things.”’

~ According to Manu, the figure stands for respectively
“Karth,” “Sky” and ““ Heaven.”’ '

‘ However, picturesque they may be, the ancient hieratic
definitions of symbols seldom lead us anywhere. Those of us
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who do not receive them bouche beant, ave irresistably driven to
the conclusion that our ancestors who eould be so clear on all
subjects, when they wanted to be understood, had a, by them-
selves, well recognized motive when they were so obscure as to
be unintelligible.

We may be agreed that A.U.M. represent the three pos-
tulates of the Hindu Trinity but there must have been a reason
for depicting these in the form of three isolated letters.

One of the greatest hypoerisies ever thrown by artful
priest-craft before the feet of credulous humanity and the one
over whieh the most have perhaps stumbled, has been the
hypothesis that all the old ¢ paganisms’” were simply the dev‘ilish
inventions of perverted and sinful peoples, unpossessed of the
great lights which are the result of special revelations to a
favored latter day class.

This assumption is false on the very face. Practically all
of the so-ealled ““revelations’ with which we of these latter
times have anything to do, are filched in foto from the same
“‘pagans’’ who are cursed for having evolved them and, i'n.most
cases, we are delivered the ignorantly garbled and misinter-
preted details of what, in their original forms were sublime
philosophies, in which the propositions, now so obscure and
meaningless to ourselves, were expressed in clear and coherent
terms whieh showed the power of primitive men fo reason out,
from pure induetion, many of the same truths which we, t_)f these
days, refer to scientists with laboratories, observatories and
libraries.

If there is a seeming conflict between Science and Religion,
it is because of the trickeries with which all history is filled on
the part of the sacerdotal frauds of past ages.

To-day, for instance, we know that the phenomena of Solar
and Lunar eclipses are of regular occurrence. We know that
their repetitions may be calculated and dates set long in ad-
rance.

Those who first gained this knowledge did not, however,
freely dispense it. They did not tell the world that they had
discovered certain divine laws governing planetary motions,
over which they had no more mastery than over the tail of s
comet. They abided their time and informed their publics with
areat pomp and eireumstance that they would, on a certain. (ii}te,
prove their control over the dictates of Deity by extinguishing
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the Sun or the Moon, as the case might be, and reviving it again
at will.

The ancient Mexican priesthood, who were accomplished
astronomers and knew the planetary movements to an absolute
certainty, had their devotees schooled to expeet the extinetion
of the Sun at the end of any fifty-two years, except by their in-
terposition and bloody saerifices.

All religion began in conceptions of the Divine power and
will to do well, evinced in the generally benificent trend of all
natural phenomena, but priesteraft reprehended the natural
egratitude and direet spontaneous recognition, by man, of the
Divine munificence, by libelling Deity as their harnessed ereature
and a hater, destroyer and torturer of all who bought not their
way to favor by substantial earthly tribute collected by the
priestly caste and applied to their own gluttonies and aggran-
dizements.

What has been piously termed ‘‘revelation’’ therefore may
be correctly classed as ‘‘suppressed discovery’’ and if we will
but once resolutely face the phantoms which glower along the
approach to the vision of the God who Is, we will discover that
the priesteraft of all ages is what has separated man from, not
brought him fo the throne of the Creator.

The great Hindu reformer Rammohun Rai® who lived in
the early part of the last eentury, having acquired an acquaint-
ance with the English language, in addition to Persian, Arabic
and his native Bengali, studied the works of Aristotle and Enclid
in order to become acquainted with Mathematies and Logic. He
then turned his attention to Sanskrit and the Hindu saered
seriptures.

His biographer says ‘A careful study of the sacred writ-
ings of the Hindus convinced him that the prevailing notion of
a multiplicity of deities and the superstitious devotion to the
licentious and inhuman eustoms connected with them, were
founded in utter ignorance or gross perversion of their religion.
The original records inculeated a system of pure Theism which
taught the being of one God and that it required of its profess-
ors a mental rather than an outward worship, with striet per-
sonal virtue.”’

Just as the sacred Sanskrit tongue of the Vedas is found to
be the root idiom from which the skeletons, at least, of all our
Western tongues are derived, showing it to be infinitely more

“Founder of the Brahma Somaj.



10 A. U. M., rue Lost Wonrbp.

aged than them all, so our mystie triglyph A.U.M. is manifested
as an integral part of so many ancient faiths as to convince us
that it represents something closely bound to their common
origin and belonging to the philosophy which either preceded or
lurked behind exoterie pantheism.

We may induetively reason a number of things which tend
to elear the mystery, if mystery there be,

The symbol A. U. M. clearly belongs to a period of inception
at which the Alphabet had already come into use among the
learned classes, if not among the ignorant.

The rl]plllﬂ}{‘t undoubtedly first developed as a seeret or
hieratic method of writing, and in all probability in northern
India. In the ages during which picture writing prevailed and
had begun to be syllabie, the hieroglyph usually represented a
double letter, consonant and vowel ecombined ‘““H’’ and ‘““A”’
would not be separately expressed but there would be signs for
Ha, He, Hi, Ho and Hu and even triple letters such as Chr, Pth
{l.t.c- As soon however as we begin to note reference in tlua an-
cient cosmogonies to ‘‘the Seven primitive sounds,”” we know
that the vowels, pretty mueh as we utter them to-day, were
alluded to. The separation of the vowels from the consonants
was the work of clever analysts. Several of them are derived
from consonants into the sound of which they inevitably enter.

It is a popular fallacy that the Hebrews did not possess
vowels, but only in later years indicated vowel sounds with
““masoretic’’ ““points.”’

The Hebrew language originally employed vowels but in
their struggle for individuality—an overweening desire to be
peculiar and unlike the peoples around them, they relegated
them out of,sight and confined themselves to twenty-two conso-
nants. Notwithstanding this manipulation, it is impossible to
eredit that the Jews did not take full account of their seemingly
missing vowels. No peoples more than they made so mueh of
the Alphabet as the vehicle of mystery concealment, especially
in that form known as Gematria, whereby words delivered up
their secrets as mathematical propositions through use of the
letters as numerals.

Speaking of the sacred terminology, by which the ancient
Hierophants at once concealed and preserved their Wisdom-re-
ligion, H. P. B. says—*‘The peculiarity of this langunage was
that it could be eontained in another, concealed and not to be

=
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perceived, save through the help of special instruction. Letters
and syllabic signs possessing at the same time, the powers and
meanings of numbers, of geometrical shapes, pictures or idea-
ographs and symbols, the designed scope of which would be de-
terminatively helped out by parables in the shape of narratives
or parts of narratives, while also it could be set forth separately,
independently and variously by pictures in stone work (Mason-
ry) or in earth constructions. Yet the system of the former in
this special department of symbology, the key, namely to the
mysteries of ﬂatmnmnv, as connected with those of gt-nmatmn
and coneeption, is now proven identical with those ideas in
ancient religions which have developed the phallic element of
Theology.

The Jewish system of sacred measures, applied to religious
symbols, is the same, so far as geometrical and numerical com-
hmdtmm 20, as those of Greece, Chaldea and Egypt, for it was
adopted by the Israelites tllmn;: the centuries of their slavery
and captivity among the two latter nations.”

The Masonie tradition of the ‘““Lost Word’’ is one which
need not here be entered into deseriptively because it is so emi-
nently familiar to members of the Craft that the merest allu-
sions are sufficient to establish a connection. The conclusions
which are reached at the proper points along the succession of
degrees are satisfying to most students and yet there is em-
bodied a still deeper significance in certain Masonic terminology
the existence of which is nowhere aceentuated, commented upon
or offered to special attention. It will suffice, at the proper
moment after the general argument has been disposed of, to
point out the links which so closely bind the Freemasonry of
the present with that of the past as to forever dispose of any
doubts as to their authenticity.

Whatever may have been the mechanism contrived for the
conduet, perpetuation and government of the Masonic eraft, as
it is known to-day, by the systematic organizers of 1717; its
entire symbolism both material and ritualistic puts the student
upon a track which leads directly back to the ancient philoso-
phies of the Occident and of the Orient, with the additional force
of making it evident, through the clearest analogies, that the
dogmas of the world’s religions are but erystallizations of phil-
osophical postulates, which had their rise in investigations,
along specifie lines, of the phenomena of the natural World,
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There are shades of difference in the several interpreta-
tions of the term ‘““Word”’ as employed in the present connec-
tion.

Many contend that it does not mean ‘“word’’ in the ortho-
graphic sense but that it is the corpus or body of Divine Wis-
dom condensed to an expression capable of effecting an impres-
sion upon the finite mind, only competent to seize in the abstract
that of which the conecrete fills the Universe.

This conception is aptly expressed by the Greek ‘“AOroz”’,
or LOGOS, the philosophy of which has been so ably set forth
by Philo Jud@us of Alexandria and which is the same expres-
gion as that used by the writer of “‘the Gospel according to St.
John’’ in saying ““In the beginning was the LOGOS and the
LOGOS was with God and the LOGOS was God.”

The term so used is, however, the same whieh must be em-
ployed to express a written or spelled word, and indeed an
analogy seems to have been established, with all due regard for
the immensity of the contrast. Not only do the traditions of
such an oral word as that to which we have alluded exist, but,
where in the development of the philosophv of ereation through
a Divine utterance, that of our universe through the instrumen-
tality of the Divine power and intelligence located in the physi-
cal envelope of the Sun is intended, the Solar Logos is always
represented by a human face surrounded by rays and exhibiting
a protruding tongue as the symbol or hieroglyph of speech.

This latter type was common, not only to the lands border-
ing on the Mediterranean, in most ancient times, but to the early
peoples of the American continents especially between Mexico
and Peru.

The modifications or transpositions of sacred nomenclatures
as they passed from one race to another were generally cleverly
accomplished so as to assimilate their esoteric qualities with
symbolie formulae of local significance. In those of the peoples
resident in lands bordering the Mediterranean the influence of
Egyptian ideas was exceptionally strong. Practically all the
Greek astronomical names are of Egyptian origin and many of
the names of gods included in the varied pantheon of Hellas are
Egyptian or Chaldean as well.

Jove is the Tetragrammaton; Venus, the Binah of the He-
hrew Sepiroth; Hermes, Hur-Mse, the ““Son of Horus™; Dion-
ysos, ddon Yesha, the Dunyash of Babylon. These are 0111} a
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few typical cases. A vast lexicon could be constructed of the

many examples of this process as between all of the old cul-

ture lands.

All the ancient cosmogonies are geometrical projections
beginning with the very first verse of the first chapter of Gene-
sis where ALHIM, (Elohim) the Pi proportion, creates the
Heaven and the Earth.

By the Chinese we are given, as the glyph
of the mating of light and darkness, in the act
of ereation of the nmtmml universe, the symbol
of Yang and Yin, ‘‘the Spirit of God moving
upon the face of the Waters,”” envolving order
from chaos. ““The Yang appears most perfect
in the Sun. Yang and Yin both arise from the
one Primitive stuff. The Divine essence is
duality, but the Hindoos say that the Sun is all  "'§.5 F5"s
that is movable or immovable, This whole world
has emanated from the Sun. It will return to the Sun, to find
annihilation in it.”""

There are many reasons to believe that such of the Hebrew
(lonsonants as were equivalent to vowels such as Aleph (8), Heh
(n), Jod (%), Vau (1), and sometimes Adyin (y), were implied
and counted as pronounced, although purposely left out of the
spelling. The vowels were closely ;1~a~;uciutc»|l both in Egypt and
[srael with the two forms of the Ineffable Name, “ HUHI” and
“JHVH? which were the same words rever .*_-ae.d, just as the
I“vatiml name “BES’" was a reversal of the Semitic “SHEB",
meaning Saturn or Kronos and it is open to grave question as
to whether the Ineffable name is not (.,t)lﬂl.]()b@(l of the vowels
above, employed partly as eonsonants and partly as vowels.

We are not endeavoring to mystify, but we are groping our
way toilsomely and with very little contemporary light, through
ages during which my stification was the prineipal husmvw of
the learned classes. We find neighboring peoples making gods
out of each other’s devils and devils out of each other’s gods.
We find certain races capturing the whole pantheons of other
peoples and attempting to transmogrify them into something
of their own by spelling their names backwards or awry. We
witness the syneretism or blending together of the divinities,

*Dunlap.
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dogmas and philosophies of several peoples, after a unification
by alliance or conquest and the new products bear names which
are beautiful combinations of both.

We realize that this could not have been done with histori-
cal characters, but where the gods were but anthropomorphiza-
tions of philosophical theses, mathematical, astronomical or
geometrical verities, the facts were identical and the assimila-
tion of names easy enough.

The vowels were, to the ancients, particularly symbolical of
the life principle—the breath—inhaled and exhaled, and a word
made entirely of vowels, especially if it contained them all,
would be particularly expressive of the Giver of Life.

We modern dwellers in the Ocecident are the only genera-
tion of earth inhabitants who have adopted a trinitarian the-
ology without being able to tell what we mean by it or to g:ive it.
sensible philosophical definition. All of the old philosophies of
Kast, West, North and South recognized the trinitarian _aspegts
of every perceptable phase of ‘“Being.”” Everything imagin-
able was and is composed of at least one thing acting upon an-

BIRIAHMA VISHNU SHIVA
THE HINDU TRIMURTI,

Brahma's four heads face Hast, West, North and South to the
Solstitial and Equinoctial points.®
other and engendering a third postulate thereby. Only in God
do we find indivisible unity but even that, from our own relative

| *The derivation of these three names is fully treated of in the Author's larger
work, “Origing and Symbols of Masonry."”

-
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standpoint is divided into ‘“Was, Is and Shall be’”. So far as
our perceptable, ponderable world is concerned, the triple nature
of every manifestation of Divine power is too palpable to re-
quire insistance. The ancients so divided everything, in order
to be able to grasp essential truths. What was called the ‘‘ Dual
priuciple’’ really resolved itself into a ““triple”” principle, be-
cause every pair of mated opposites produced a ‘‘ternary?”’,
partaking of the nature of both and yet impossible as the off-
spring of one alone.

If the old trinitarian philosophies be compared, they will be
found to differ superficially, but to be firmly bound together
fundamentally.

The Creator is three; Knowledge, Power and Perfection or
“Wisdom, Strength and Beauty”’, as it is sometimes expressed.
His mode of existence is triple; In the past, the present and the
future. In order to ereate; He becomes Creator, Manifester or
Preserver and Transformer or Destroyer. In sex, He is Male,
Female, Progeny; In Nature, Spirit, Matter and Spirit plus
Matter i.e. living organism; In spiritual manifestation, Incom-
prehensible, Comprehersible and Mysterious; In material mani-
festation, positive, negative and intervibratory, as in Electricity ;
Physically, Tangible, Intangible and Demonstrable.

Thus did the Sages of old reason among themselves and
finding in the internal properties of mathematics and geometry,
a mechanical development of the Divine Wisdom which graph-
ically illustrated every formulation of the human intelleet con-
cerning it, they sought in applications of mathematical and
geometrical verities, to visualize and record fugitive glimpses
of the working of the Divine Mind so that their visions of the
Infinite might become transmissable and comprehensible to
future ages.

We of this T'wentieth century, who have not only fathomed
the depths of space, but grasped and formulated myriad physical
laws, which, though we daily discover variations in their appli-
cations, are by every such variation proven to be manifestations
of the fundamental and unchangeable ONE, are still like foolish
children, when it is proposed to us to seek to apply some of the
truths we have learned to a better comprehension of the Infinite.

All Nature proclaims the character of the Omnipotent not
only as Creator but as Sustainer and Transformer.
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There is not a single law of God which requires a threat
behind it to make it binding upon those of mankind who will
deign to reason from cause to effeet or from effeet back to
cause. As an advanced soul has formulated

“A thing is not good because God ordains It
God ordains It because it is good.”

The confliet of Seience is not with Religion, which is of the
Heart and is as surely fostered by every fresh revelation of the
wonderful resources of Nature as by the promptings of Creeds,
but with Theologies, which having assumed the authority of
oxact Sciences, should be as prepared to defend their every pre-
sumption as any other branches of learning, the last thing in
the world they propose to do.

The glorification of ignorant dogmatisms and hollow sophis-
tries, upon which sueh so-called Theologies as have the effron-
tery to set themselves in opposition to ascertained physical
truths are built, is unparallelled in any other region of obser-
vation.

It is not perhaps necessary for u« to here enter upon a de-
tailed account of the causes and motives which have led to the
maintenance of such systems in the face of the World’s growing
knowledge. It is bad enough to know they continue to exist.

It is of paramount importance, however, to realize that the
palpable fables, myths and folk-lore stories with which teem the
sacred writings of all peoples, were put there for the express
purpose for which they have served, that of leading the intel-
lectnally unfit astray, in orvder that they might not fathom the
wisdom of Initiates in the hidden mysteries which such material
served to coneeal.

In their ineeptions, every ancient Gospel was accompanied
by an oral gnosis which was transmitted from generation to gen-
eration, by mouth to ear. The written allegories might be
freely eireulated. The mere fact that they were so circulated,
is a certain proof that they contained nothing which their
authors feared to reveal to the multitude, or, at least, that their
fundamental truths were so completely veiled that it might be

assumed that they would remain forever undiscovered in the

absence of the Keys.
These elaborate precautions, designed in first instance to
protect the acquired secrets of Nature—per se, of God, from the
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profane, were the unfortunate cause of a gradunal transmission
of formulated Theologies from the custodianship of profoundly
learned adepts to that of ignorant fanatics. They resulted, when
theological primacy came to rest upon political foree, in literal
interpretations, under the lash of anathemas, of passages which
those who wielded the lash, understood the least of all. The
reticence of the majority of mankind to pry into that which they
were assured were the jealously guarded seerets of a fearsome
Creator, can only, on the whole, be commended as inspired by
worthy impulses, but this doeility was not engendered by the
same pure motives as have guaranteed its maintenance dhring
long centuries. The ‘“Masses’ were to be docile uniquely that
they might be hoodwinked and plundered by “Ciassos”: none
more shameless and rapacious than the selfsame ““ Theologians”’,
who have posed as the Heaven appointed custodians of the
“Word”.  The loving altruism of the Galilean Essenes, has
been perverted to rival, in its time, the bloodiest fanaticisms of
the most degraded Pagan races. No African Witch Doctor,
drinking the blood of his vietims from human skulls or aborig-
inal Medicine Man performing his weird incantations around a
slowly roasting captive, has ever sounded the depths of human
cruelty and fiendish gore-lust more completely than mitred
Bishops and cowled Monks, gathered beneath the standard of
a erucified Redeemer, whose dying words are recorded as phras-
es of merey and forgiveness.

With the reassertion of the manhood of the human race has
come a cessation of the worst features of theological despotism,
but the latter is dying hard and struggling in its moribund
throes to assert an ascendancy founded upon no higher elaims
than hierarchial descent from the heretic burners of the Middle
Ages a-nd philosophical presumptions, less reasonable than those
for which the Law often fines and incarcerates the Clairvovant,
the Astrologer, the Fortune Teller and the Palmist. '

The task of the present age is to awaken public sentiment
!:0 the fact that these leeches and parasites are but traders
i sacred things, as the lawyer who employs the law of the
land for the perpetration of injustices, the chemist who uses
scientific knowledge to establish drug vices in a community or
the merchant whose gains are based on the adulterants he uses.
The truth is that there are no mysteries except the One gl per-
vading and ever present mystery, which each individual seeker
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for union of the segregated mind with the Universal Mind, may
fathom for him or herself—**Without money and without price.”’

The latest dictum of human Secience is that MIND is the
sole existence and that MATTER is but the concentrated energy
of Infinite Mind, moulded for longer or shorter periods into per-
ceptible forms predetermined by Infinite Mind. In other words—
Our most modern and recent discoveries, in the realm of physies,
lead us directly back to the inspired teachings of the Sages of
perhaps ten thousand years ago and our sacred books—our
“Bibles”” if we will, are not mere manuals of ghostly legerde-
main or goblin anties whether of saints or demons, but eabalis-
tic documents having as their bases the ascertainable, ponder-
able facts of material existence, proving the spirituality of their
authors, not as the most tremendous liars of ages past, but as
inspired by the possession of demonstrable knowledge, so deep
and precise, that they were impelled to preserve it for future
ages, under veils which are only now beginning to be rent by the
unerring hand of Seience.

Kvery little while, the scandal provoked by somg recalci-
trant candidate for sacred office, called to give satisfactory proof
of his “‘orthodoxy” before a board of Examiners, belonging to
one or another current cult, brings us to our senses, in contem-
plation of men who are being goaded to accept the doectrines of
the ““ Witeh Doctors’ and *“ Medicine Men’’ of the past, in order
to be deemed fit pastors of the Souls of today.

By no contemplation are we brought so completely face to
face with the irreconciliable conflict which exists between man
made Theology and the ‘‘Facts of Infinite Being’” as in that of
the genesis of the mystie triglyph A.U.M.

To return to the Alphabetical relations of these three iso-
lated letters, we are compelled to recognize them as the first,
thirteenth and twenty-sixth letters of a twenty-six letter alpha-
bet, such as the Greek undoubtedly and its Phoenician prototype
probably was. Their uses in other connections have shown us
the intimate relation of numbers used as letters and letters used
as numbers in the construetion of sacred nomenclatures, by the
peoples of antiquity. Why not follow out the clue here given by
the eonnections of our triglyph, both with our Vedie trinity and
its possible numerical significance. If we divide the twenty-six
letters of the original Greek alphabet into two equal parts, we
procure two rows—from A’ the first, to ““M?’ the thirteenth
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and from ““N”’, the fourteenth to “Q”’ the twenty-sixth, giving
us a group of letters which we cannot help at once recognizing
as those ever present, to the exclusion of all others, in the deity
nomenclatures of the most widely diversified times and places.

In M-A-N-Q, we have the title of the earliest legendary law-
giver of the natives of Hindostan and in N-Q-M-A, that of the
Romans. In Egypt A-M-Q-N was “‘the secret one”’, ‘“the search-
er of all souls.”” The letters *“A-Q"* as the Alpha and Omega of
the Greek Alphabet are quoted four times in the hook of Reve-
lations as the mystical title of the Almighty—‘the Beginning
and the End?”’, ““‘He that was, is and is to come’’ and the letters
M7 and N supplied the nomenclature of the celebrated
Theban statues of the ‘‘Dual Prineiple’’, Mem-Non, also symbo-
lized by the Egyptians as a fish swimming in water, or spirit
circulating through matter.

We have already written extensively in support of our con-
tention that all dogma has been at one time or another reasoned
out of purely material phenomena, not with the intention of
demonstrating the finality of materialism but, in that of show-
ing infinite mind and eonscious intention to lie behind all that is
physically perceptable.

The ““God geometrizes’” of the Greek philosopher, Plato,
was not a mere passing obhservation, but epitomized in two words
the secret basis of the faith of the entire ancient world. No,
however logieal thinker, untutored in, at least, the rudiments of
geometry, can form the slightest notion of the wonders of this
first and noblest of the sciences, as revealed to the discerning
mind. Geometry is so close to God that it is the one, unique and
indispensable transformer by which Chaos resolves itself into
Order. 1t is the foundation of all perceptable Nature, present
in all that exists and obeyed even by those impeceptable ele-
ments which we term ‘‘forces’” in that they are confined hy the
boundaries it imposes and can only manifest themselves aceord-
ing to its immutable laws.

The language of Geometry, that is to say, the manner in
which we make our perceptions of its verities intelligible to each
other, was discovered ages ago. It can hardly even be said to
have been ‘“discovered’’ for the division of a eircle into three
hundred and sixty degrees can be shown to be preseribed by
Nature herself. .
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Evidences exist all over the world of an age long past, when
Geometry was considered and adored as the chief manifestation
of the divine intelligence—in all events it was the language
which God spake and man could understand.

The relations of Geometry to Mathematics and of both to
Astronomy, together with the astounding reeurrence of certain
identical quantities common to all, econvinced men that they did
not go amiss in basing all of their coneeptions of divine law
upon those observations and so, in eritically examining the oth-
erwise obseure metaphors of the world’s oldest seriptures we
are driven to the inevitable conclusion that Geometry, Mathe-
maties and Astronomy are their common basis.

Furthermore, all ancient religious symbolisms, either obso-
lete or descended to our day, prove to be derived from geomet-
rical problems. Not merely as forms, but as the Keys to inter-
esting problems which filled the ancient mind with reverence
and awe.

A thousand years before Archimedes of Syracuse declared
the formula 3.1415 to express the relation between a cirele and
its diameter, the pious seribe who penned the first verse of the
first chapter of Genesis, had embodied it in the the mystic word
ALHIM®* (2m%8) which has deseended to us as ““Elohim?’.

The wonders of the ““Pythagorean proposition”’, called by
later writers the ‘““Forty Seventh problem of Euelid”’ because
of its embodiment in that ancient text book, were responsible
for practically all the other biblical names of Deity, while the
greatest of all, that of the Lord God of Israel, the Ineffable
Tetragrammaton (MY ), is the direet derivation from a triangle
which sets forth a relation of the square to the circle and is the
fundamental geometrical principle of the Great Pyramid of
Gizeh, in Egypt.

The nan.: of ABRAM, derived from the BRAMA of India,
carries with it the philosophy of the square of the number
twelve, or 144, viewed as the great basie truth for which all na-
tions sought and which was represented by the famous Breast-
plate of the Jewish High Priest.

Our sacred triglyph A.U.M., probably the oldest of all, is
also representative of an ancient philosophy of basic truth, as
expressing, in one and the same syllable, the conception of Deity

L Moo the beginning God (Alhim) created the Heaven and the Barth and the
Farth war without form and vold,

e
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as Creator, Maintainer and Transformer and of Geometry as
the conneeting link between Spirit and Matter—the modius by
which the mental econceptions of the former become manifest in
the latter.

Let us approach this conception of the derivation of A.U.M.
by the examination of a problem designed to demonstrate the
following important geometrical laws. (Fig. 3.) 1. That only
a right angle triangle may be inseribed within a semicirele of
which the diameter constitutes one side. 2. That the radius of a
circle constitutes the chord of an are equal to one sixth of its
cirecumference, or sixty degrees. 3. That the circumference of
a cirvele is (in roungh ecomputation) three and one-seventh times
its diameter. A

Fig. 3.
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The first assumption proves itself. The second is proven
by the equality of the lines—1-3, 1-4 and 3-4 which constitute an
equilateral triangle while the whole triangle 1-2-3 is one half of
an equilateral triangle and presents angles of 30, 90 and 60
degrees,

The third proposition brings us to a very
interesting problem which is the subjeet of an
important though hitherto unrecognized hiero-
: ‘ glyph of the ancient Egyptians.

:1','.'f,:.,h.'.‘,I\.,,ﬁ'f“'-‘r?ff,‘,’,f:.'_‘ An oblong square of 14%8 (7x4) dimen-
and e Normmn  gjons has, among several extraordinary geo-
Wihich upon Canc metrical properties, the fact that one of its
e bromanette o longer sides constitutes the precise diameter
i i of a eirele, the perimeter of which equals that
of the oblong in guestion. This oblong, (H-B-D-E) is readily
reducible to a square because the length of its perimeter being

”

L i N
’ . N\
’ I
| 'C D
Figure H. The Geometrical correspondences of the
oblong of 4 x 7.
Hepresentatlions of this problem adorned the frieze and pillars
of the greal Temple of Denderah, Egypt,

e
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14481141 8—44, it is equal to 11 by 11. It must be
remembered that this is not primarily a question of areas but

.-

\\
H-

Fig.. 6. The foregolng cirele with the oblong
squared, See “The Apron” by Author,

of perimeters, but this problem throws strongly into relief the
famous forty-seventh problem of Kuclid, for the triangle A-B-
C-D exhibits the base of a square (B-D) and the radius of a
cirele (A-C) of equal Area while the triangle J-H-V-H exhibits
the base of a square (H-V-H) and the radius of a {_*i'rclo .(.l-\' }.
of equal perimeter, tus showing the fundamental identity of
the gnosis of all the ancient peoples, who employed one or an-
other of these ficures as sacred symbols.

There are many considerations of absorbing interest to the
geometrician and the symbolist in the relative proportions of
the natural intersections of the lines of Figure 5, which need not
be entered upon here. The object of the diagrams given, is to
accentuate the fact that the number 14 represented the value of
the diameter of the Circle. The Hebrew =28 (ALHIM) or
“Elohim?’ representing 3.1415, has cabalistically this signifi-
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cance as also denoting 3+14+441+4+5=14. Returning to Fig-
ure 3 and according to the diameter (3-4-2) the value of 14
parts, the chord, 1-3, being equal to the half diameter or radius,
will necessarily represent 7 of the same parts, while upon care-
ful measurement the line 1-2 will be found to contain a slight
fraction over 12 of the same parts. Comparison will also show
the close identity of the triangle 1-2-3 of Figure 3 with the tri-
angles H-B-K and B-E-D of Figure 5.

Geometricians armed with modern high power micrometers
may find minute differences, but we are dealing with the meas-
urements of our ancient brethren who considered themselves in
the presence of wondrous coincidences.

We have a number of wonderful examples of the employ-
ment of this triangle of 30°—60°—90°, inseribed within a cirele,
as representative of profound metaphysical notions. For in-
stance, to quote from the *“Book of the Master’’ by W. Marsham
Adams, ““A notable feature of the Great Pyramid of Gizeh, is

NORTH POLE

SOUTH POLE-

Mg, 7, Geographical situation of the Great Pyramld of
Glzeh as a4 monument to the known sclence of the time
of ite ereotion,
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the situation of this building in its relation to the two principal
points to whieh all human measurements of space must be pri-
marily referred, namely the centre and the pole of the earth,
sinee its distance from the pole is just equal to its distance from
the centre’’.

This property may perhaps be clear from the following con-
siderations. Suppose C to be the centre of the earth, P the
situation of the Great Pyramid, N the North Pole, and K the
point where the meridian of the building cuts the Equator, then
B-C-P will be the latitude of the building, 30°, whenece it will be
seen at once that the triangle (-N-P will be equilateral, since
the angle at C is 60° and the radii C-N and C-P will be equal to
each other, assuming the earth to be a sphere,

Hence, therefore P-N, the distance of the Pyramid to the
North Pole will be equal to P-C' the distance to the centre of the
earth.” It is notable that the very pyramid which still stands
as a monument to the mathematical, geometrical and astronom-
ical wisdom of the ancient Egvptians, has, as its vertical axis, the
same triangle (J-H-V-H) which is represented in Figure 6.
(See “The Apron,”’ by Author.)

Kqually curious was the manner in which this 30°-60°-90°
triangle was applied, presumably by the Kgyptians, to the three
sacred phases of the Sun. Quoting the learned Adams again—
“1 am Tmu in the morning”” says the Creator in a well known
passage, (Hymn to dmun Ra), *“Ra at noon and Harmachus in
the evening’’, that is to say the Dawn, the Noon and the Sunset
are three distinet forms, coexisting perpetually and co-equally
in the substance of the Sun, so also did the three divine persons
co-exist perpetually and co-equally in the substance of the un-
created Light. This hymn, after declaring the sacred Unity, in
the most emphatic and explicit terms, proceeds to invoke the
three persons by name (Amun) using, nevertheless, the singular
pronoun for the collective three, precisely as Abram does, when
visited by the Deity on the plain of Mamre (Genesis XVIII,
1-33). The Hebrew Solar name of Deity was extremely similar
to this, being ““AL-OM-JAH.”’
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Fig. 8. “THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON.”

The effect of this division of the semi-cirele is preecisely
that of the preceding one (Fig. 5), except that it is an amplifi-
cation thereof. We have not only the Pyramid marked apex,
but as the first ninety degrees have been divided into two parts,
of 60° and 30° each, so the second half is divided into 40° and
50°, the authority for which we will discover in the natural in-
tersections of the former figure.

For the mtmpwtatmn of this we must tmn to the Gematria
of the Hebrew language, in which each number is represented
by a letter of the Alphabet and we at once discover that 60 is
Samech (©) or “S”’, thirty Lamed (%) or “L”’, Forty, Mem
(®)or“M” and Flftv, Nun (3) or “N”, a 5ke}bton of S—L—
M—N, which, when filled in \\1th the three mystic ‘‘sixes’’—
6><6><6:2m the cube of ““six’’ and the sum of the cubes of 3,

4 and 5 and 666, the grand nnmbel% of the Sun, are bound up
with all the ancient solar mythologies of the Orient. ““SOLO-
MON”? thus stands for ““SOL?’ the Rising Sun, ““OM?”’, the Sun
at Meridian, and ‘ON,”’ the setting sun, and stands revealed as
the son of D—4, A—1, V—6, [—10 and D—4 or 25, the number
of ““the Square on the Hy potheneme” of the sacred Pythago-

rean triangle, (Horus), but, in the present case, DAV—11 the
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side of the square and ID-—14 the radius of the circle. It may
be argued that these two spellings although incorporated in
our English Bible are not equivalent to the original Hebrew
e, Shimh and 7 DUD (a form of Thoth) but we have
our names verbatim from the Aegypto-Greek Pentateuch and
evidences are multiplying daily that the Hebrew religion of
WY was not original with the Bem: Yishral, but was a geo-
metrical variation upon themes selected by their early leaders
from the ancient wisdom of the Hindus, Chaldeans and Egyp-
tians. -

Fig. 9. The Three Rays of the Druids Pig. 10. The Hebrew letter Shin,
and Chaldeans. symbol of the Sun.

We have accentuated our convietion that the Alphabet of
Greek and Hebrew, coinciding in so many important particulars,
are the descendants, but little changed of a most aneient sacer-
dotal system. By use of the Alphabet in practically its present
Greek and Hebrew forms, it is possible to as intelligently in-
terpret the mathematical, geometrical and astronomical signifi-
cances of many ancient Sanskrit, Chaldean and Phoenician
sacred names as of those of the before mentioned peoples.

There are reasons (See Origins and Symbols of Masonry,
by the writer) for believing the Greek Alphabet of fwenty-siz
letters to be this ancient sacred system in practically its original
form. Twenty-six is the sacred number of the Logos, the Evohé
Adonis of the Eleusenian Mysteries of Greece and Syria.

Remembering now, the standardized values of our Key tri-
angle of 307, 60°, 90°, we, starting at the apex with the letter A,
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Fig. 11. The “"Word" in the Hgg.

“In these three persons the one God is shown,
Iach first in place, each last, not one alone,
Of Siva, Vishnu, Brahma, each may be,
First, Second, Third, among the Blessed Three.”
—Hindoo Poem.

(Fig. 11), apply one to each of the twelve spaces of the top line
and the remaining fourteen to the diameter.
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Is our result not clearly to exhibit the letters ¢“A?”’, «U”
(00 or @) and ““M”’, as the alphabetical representatives of the
friangle under consideration?

Having been given to realize the supreme importance in
which this triangle was held and its manifold applications to the
deepest metaphysical penetrations of every age, we now under-
stand what is meant by the omnific word which ordered the
Universe into Being by creating a form whieh lies at the root of
its every manifestation. ‘A’ as Brama is the Creative Begin-
ning, ‘““M’" as Vishnu is the Manifesting Center and Q' as
Shiva the transforming end. Between Alpha and Omega, ‘“the

A

M

Fig. 12. The Word of Power.

beginning and the end?”’, are the mysti