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JLEMN WARNING
T q ! ) lf' “ aeamnsT
Pres-asonry,

o TH|E YOUNG MEN OF THE UNITED STATES.

! WITH AN APPENDIX,

é.,h;u;vi the CorrrsroNprnce between Eliphalet Murdock, of Le Roy, Genepee
conRty, N.

. Y. and the anthor, relating to the supposed murder of Mr. Murdock’s
" ifather, through Masonic vengeance, at Rensselaerville, in the county of
Albany, in October 1803,——and several other interesting matters.
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Muson, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not. If ihey say, come with
14, Pt ms lay wait for blood, let ms lurk privily for the inuncent withon
ane & Cast ip thy lot among us, let us all Lave one purse.
yot vou in the w

Niy son, wall
ay with them ; refrain thy foot from their path': T'or thelr
‘eet 2m to evil, and make haste to shed blood.—FRrov. i 10, 11, 14, 15, 16.

He no feliowship with the unfruitful works of darkmness; but rather
.‘lmwve‘hem': For itis a shame even to speak of those things which ave
lone of ¢em in se PHESIANS v. 11, 12

By SOLOMON SOUTHWICK

Lditor of the National Observer, Albany.
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Northern Ristriet of New-York, to wit -
BE it remembered, that on the twenty-second day of Oc!oherf

: !

‘the fifty-second year of the indcpendence -of the United States’

, A.D. 1827, Solomon Southwick, of the said District, h
deposited in this office the title ofa Book,'me right wPereo “he elai
as Author, in the words following to wit :

< A Solemn Warning against Free Masonry. Addréssed to the young men of
Wnited States. e e t:;n?:: correspondence oo, :
Murdock, of )y, mﬂy,w . Y.and ﬁmor, to the 1
murder of Mr. ock’s Mlm', thmmc at aerville
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rove them : For it is mne even fo speak Mose tbh done of u,
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tled “An act for the en@i ‘gﬂll of 'leil'hing, by ‘méng the |
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uch copies, during the times m ﬁ«me”
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encouragemient of léhiug,..bfl«ﬁ* copies of' Mapx, Char

and Books, to the authiors and proprietors of such cople: during

times therein mentioned,” and extending the benefits thereof to the s

owulﬁmngfl:ng'mﬁng, undBtchnilmtoﬂenl and other prints.”
R. LANSING, Clerk
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DEDICATION.
-

To TRUMBULL CARY,* TIMOTHY FITCH,* WILLIA& DAVIS*-
HINMAN HOLDEN,* T. F. TALBOT, JAMES P. SMITH, LYMAN'
D. PRINDLE, ELEAZER SOUTHWORTH, WILLIAM KEYES,.
JONATHAN LAY, Committee of Genesee County.

@RSON BENJAMIN,* HEMAN CHAPIN,* JONATHAN BUELL*
RALPH WILCOX, BANI BRADLEY, JOSIAH PORTER, Commit-
tee of Bloomfield, Ontario County.

SAMUEL RAWSON,* NATHAN JENKS,* JONAS M. WHEELER o
SAMUEL EWING, ELIJAH SEDGEWICK, JOHN SARGEANT,
THOMAS WRIGHT, Committee of Victor, Ontario County.

SAMUEL WORKS,* FREDERICK F. BACKUS,* HEMAN NORTON,
FREDERICK WHITTLESEY, JOSIAH BISSELL, Jun. THURLOW
WEED, Committee of Rochester, Monrae County.

ISAAC LACY,* SAMUEL LACY.,* WILLIAM PIXLEY, BENJAM[N,
BOWEN, Committee of Chili, Monroe County.

JOHN GAKBUT* TRUMAN EDSON, CLARK HALL, Committee
of Wheatland, Monroe Gounty.

BATES COOK,* ALEXANDER DICKENSON,* SAMUEL DEVEAUX,*
JOHN PHILLIPS, Committee of Lewiston, Niagara County,  «

GENTLEMEN, .

THE Depication of a book, if not the
offspring of mere private- friendship, or grati-
tude to a patron, implies, that those to whom it
is addressed, have rendered some signal service
to their country, or- mankind; have either, by
their wisdom, valour and patriotism, aided the
sne) or by their humanity and benevolence con-

* The names thus designated (*) are thole of the gentlemen wigp
formed the Lewiston Convention, strictly so called, . ‘
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ferred obligations. upon the other. You, gen-
tlemen, have done both ;- a-number of you, in
the first place, as members of the Lewiston:

Convention, engaged in bringing to light the-

foul conspiracy against the- liberties of your:
country, which robbed William Morgan of his:

liberty and life, and otherwise disgraced our
annals: And all of you, in the second place,

as the authors and signers of a ReporT upon.

those unparalleled outrages, which does honor
to your independence and. integrity ;. and is
eminently calculated to open the eyes of your
fellow-countrymen, to the dangetrous and de-

structive influence of all secret associations,. -

upon their civil and political liberties.
In the execution of these imperative and i zm-

portant duties, you have, in.a generous spirit of
humanity and patriotism, spent-much valuable
time and labour, and incurred many heavy ex-
. penses ; and have suffered, at thc same time,.
much abuse, calumny and persecution, from a-

powerful and secret combination of midnight
conspirators and assassins..

-.; For ll this, your fellow-countrymen owe you
a debt of gratitude ; and I feel it my duty, in
‘part payment of my portion of that debt, to in-
scribe your names in front of this work, as
those of public benefactors—of whom it is but
%Just to say, in spite of all that can be said to the
contrary, by editorial tools, and other unprinci-

-
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pled sycophants and knaves, that theydeserve
the undivided respect, and grateful remem-
brance, of the present and future generations.

With these sentiments, which flow from the
heart, as well as the head ; and the expression.
of which, in this place, and on this occasion, I
have thought due to every principle of patri-
otism and justice—

I subseribe myself, Gentlemen,

Your friend and fellow-citizen,

THE AUTHOR.



ADVERTISEMENT.

{7 The “ Solemn Warning” pourtrays to the
rising generation, in colours true, if not suffi-
ciently vivid, the dangerous consequences to
their temporal and eternal happiness, that may
ensue from their joining an association, whieh
ought never to have had existence in this free
and enlightened country ; and the existence of
which .cannot be preserved, without eventual-
ly destroying our civil and political liberties.

The reasons of the author for preferring to
publish this work in a book form, are, that hav-
ing been proscribed by the Qrder, in the first
place, for ssmply puBLIsHING the TRUTH, he de-
termined, on the other hand, to proscribe them
as enemies and traitors to their ceuntry, hey '
constitution and laws, for ATTEMPTING {0 SUP-
pRESS the TrutH. He accordingly "did com-
mence, in his editorial department, to return
proscription for proscription, with the conseien-

~ tious conviction, at the same time, that while
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their proscription, of him was mean, dgstardly,
and at war with the constitutional rightsand &ber-
ties of the eitiZzen, his proscription of them and
their works of darkness, was called for by évery
principle of honour, humanity, liberty, and law.
He will, therefore, continue to proscribe them,
in his editorial department, so long as it shall be
. the pleasure of Divine Providence to sustain him
at the: editorial desk in health of body and mind.
But, independent of his editorial labours, he
wishes to plaee on record his opinions of the.
Order, in a. form that shall render them more
likely to be banded down te future umes, than
ghat of editorial matter. He wishes to place in
the hands of the rising gencration, what he be-
. lieves will have a tendency to preserve thou-

sands of them from ruin, if they will but listen -

“to the admonitions of truth and experience. To
divert promising young men, to whom the God
of Nature may have given fine talents, and gen-

~ erous and noble sensibilities, from plunging in-

to paths, and pyrsuing steps, that “lead down .

to the gates of hell,” is his object on the one
hand; and he will not conceal, that on the
dther, he has no objection, under existing eir-
cuwmstances; to bring his humble talents into
market, in a just and honorable cause, in the
hope of no more than a fair remuneration for
his mental labour. 'These are the considera-
tioms which have indaced him to prepare this

-

.

v
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work'; an@®they are ‘such considerations as he-
believes will induce thousands of honest, kon-
ouralfe and patriotic men to encourage it. The
minions of the Order have propagated an opin-
ion, wherever they could do it successfully, that
he is insane—‘“mad as a March hare!” But
he despises their calumny, at the same time
that he pities sineerely. their miserable- igno--
.rance, that makes them the dupes ofa foul im-~
posture.. If he be mad, however, he is deter-
mined. there shall be method in his madness.
A: certain noble-minded; ancient and Christian
philosopher, was charged with the same infirmi- *
ty when combatting similar if not equally: atro--
cious impositions and wickedness. ¢ I am not.
mad, most noble Feéstus, (said the Christian-
champien) but speak forth the words of truth
and soberness.” Now, if the writer of the
-« SOLEMN WARNING,” shall not' “speak
forth the words of truth and soberness;” ig ghe
estimation of all who have the smallest regard
for truth, freedom and righteousness, he will
consent to be called “ mad” by them, as well.
as by the fanatical, blind and stupid, or im-
piously wicked and corrupt apelogists of Mor«
gan’s abduction- agpd marde;. On this ground
is e perfectly wilking to stand or fall, when the
following work. shall come bsfore the public ;
and he cannot but hope, that all parents and
guardians, whc; I;au sufficient confidence in his
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talents to perform this task, and whi® think as
he does of the Masonic Order, may see and feel
the necessity and importanee of encou&gmg §
the work.

All who are disposed to purehase this publi-
cation, will please address their orders, for any
rumber of copies, to the author at Albany, in-
elosing the amourt, and paying postage ; and
the pamphlets shall be forwarded according teo-
direction, at three shillings single, or three dobk
lars per single dozen. Two dollars and fifty
cents per dozen, for any number net less than.
* six dozen.

Avspany, October 9th, 1827.

e



o .

A SOLEMN WARNING.

R 4

.' ’
TO THE YOUNG MEN OF THE UNITED
A STATES.

My Youne CoUNTRYMEN T .
- It is on your account, and not on my owny
that without preface or apology, I'claim of you a
patient and a candid hearing, in what T am now
aboutto.lay before you : And this I am satisfied,
notwith8tanding but few indeed of you can know
any thing of me, that you will cheerfully award 3
for although experience may not have taught
you much, as”she is a slow teacher, whom we:
are obliged te follow long before she answers
half the questions we have to put to her; and
too often; alas! does she leave the wisest of us
to sink 'into the grawe the vietims of ignorance,
error and delusion j3yet the native good sense,
as well as good feeling; of American youth, will
at all times, 1 believe, as they ever have donre,
induce them to listéh with candour and patience
to whatever is thtended to promote their own
happiness, and render them worthy of them-
selves, df their country, and her high destinies.
I am well aware how almost impdesible it is
.to’put old heads upon‘young shoulders. Th&
brightest and the ddllest youth are equ#lly in
want of experience ; and without some experi-
cnee, it is difficult, if not impossible, foany oo
‘man heing calmly te-smvey-the dengers that



8.
encompass him, and clearly to perecive fhie-
means of averfing them. -

‘The youth of briglit intellect and sound na-
tive judgment, it is true, will sooner arrive at

®

the necessary information, to-enable him to steer -

his bark safely through the stormy ocean of life,
than ke to whom Nature he® been less bounti-
ful in mental or intellectual endowments : But
still both may need the monitions of the aged, .
of those who have had experience, to enable
them to start the more fairly in the race which.
és to terminate in: fheir temporal and eternal.
salvation or destruction. ‘
It certainly is not from arrogant presumptlon,

on my part,.that I now addsess you. Nar is it
from. any wish. to court your favour, o# render
you. subservient to any eelfish purposes of my.
¢vn. Ambitious of power I'am not at this time-
of life ; for I have calmly surveyed the heights
of polmcal elevation, and. know. full well, that -
however fascinating they may be at some times,
and under ‘cestain circumstances, they possess
but few. if any charms forgim who has lived
fong, been. chastened by adversity,* as I have
been, and.seen mutch of mankind:. Coveteus of
wealth. I, am not; for I have tasted, or rather
tested, both. extremes of pMsperity: and adver-
sity.; and.full well have I learned, thatin parsuit
of righes there is a happy medmm, at which
every wise man will alma and that however ne-
cessary it.may be to arrive at that, for our tem-
- goral comfort and convemcnce——yet it is. not
thag aJone—and still less is it the possession of "
power, that can ensure the tranquillity or happl-
pess of a.ranonal and immortal being:  *

'Snmriﬁel , &
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I have said thus much of myself, because I awm
welllaware that the subject, to which T wish teé
call your attention—and especially the honest,
just, bold and proper manner in which a sacred
sense of duty to God and my country demands
of me to treat it—are calculated at this peculiar
crisis, to bring no small share of odium upon my
head from a certain quarter. Those who have
already basely misrepresented my motives, ma-
lignantly slandered my reputation. and attempt-
ed by means - far from honorable, to injure my
interest, on account of my editorial exertions,
feeble and inefficient, it is ‘true, but Heaven
knows virtuous and sincere, to bring to light the
#oul conspirators, who, in the language of Judge
Throop, (when he sentenced four of them toa
punishment by far, very far, too mild for the
enormity of their crime,) ¢ have robbed the state
of a citizen, a citizen of his liberty, a wife of her
husband, and a family of helpless children of
the endearments: and protecting care of a pa-
rent :” Those, I say, whoron this account have
pursued me with their slander and malignity,
will be equally busy, 1 have a right to presume,
in persuading you, that this address is the die-
tate of a selfish heart, or an un€ound head.

From these remarks, my young countrymen,
-youwill percéive, that FREE MASONRY is
to be the theme of this Address. Itis so—and
it is to ‘warn you most seriously and solemnly
against that OrRDER, as one fraught with incal-
©ulable mischief to all your dearest interests in
this life, as well as in that Which is to come, that
T'have taken up my pénon this occasion.. It is
to ‘convince you..if I can, that your safety and
your duty, yout happiness and yolir glory, equal-

1]

‘
bgiizeary GOOGle
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ly demand of you to shum, as you would the
Bohoa Upas, or the 8imoom of the Arabiarfde-
serts, the alluring steps that lead into a Masonic
Lodge Room; for they are emphatically the
steps whieh « lead down to the gates of hell!”

I'shall now proceed to give you my reasons
why you ought not to_enter into the Masenie
Association: And as Free Masonry boasts of
her r1vE PoINTS OF FELLOWSHIP, I will exhibit,
as beacons to warn you from her dark and in-

- fernal paths, at least PIVE POINTS OF HER FOLLY
AND WICKEDNESS,

. . Youcannot, then, become Free Masons, with-
out—

1. Risking your life, if after obtaining the
wicked, as well asthe frivolous secrets of the
Order, you should, on calm reflectiqq, think it

* your daty to God, and your country, to reveal
¢ them. p
of 2. Sacrificing your personal .dignity, or self-

« respect, in-a manner too humiliatiag for young
} men of honor and sensibility to stoop to.

3. Running the risk, and a very imminent one
itis, of learning to tipple, apd thereby losing the

_respect and esteem df socxety, «and becoming
vagrants. - *

4. Betraying the ﬂghts aml llbemes of your
eountry. - e

- 5. Incurring the dlspleasure of Heaven, if the
Brble be net-a forgeryy and Ohnstlantty « fable
of man’s invention. -

That- you will run the risk of your lives a®
above stated, by betoming Free Masons, you
may learn from the follawing letter, which 1hia
recently occasion to write, to say, nothimg of the
-mass of evidence collected at ‘three diffesent
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trials of persons, charged with the conspiraey to

kidnap William Mergan and David C. Miller, in_
the counties of Ontario and Genesee, N. Y —

‘and the still further evidenee afforded by a late

Executive Proclamation.* '

[From the National Intelligenser.]

Messrs. GaLes & SeaToN—

Glentlemen—As, in giving place to my adver-
tisement or rather prospectus, you have expres-
sed an opinion, founded on an article which you
have copied from the United States Gazette ; .
and as I know that article to be utterly destitute
of truth, I will not say intentionally so, from be-
ginning to end, will youpermit me through your -
eolumns to make a counter statement, which I
know to be strictly true ? ,

The Gazette article asserts, that the excite-
ment in relation to the abduction of Morgan and
Miller, was got up for electioneering purposes,
But let us look at the facts.

On Sunday morning, the 10th September,
1826, William Morgan was arrested in Batavia,
on a criminal process, and carried off to Canan-
daigua. There the criminal charge was aban-
doned, which those who had arrested him on it,
knew would be the issue, as it was, from the
beginning, a mere trick to get him off the lim-
its at Batavia, where he was confined for debt.
Immediately on his being discharged by Jus-
tice Chipman, on the criminal process, a debt was
trumped up, which had no real foundation, by
the same party who had brought him from Ba-
tavia, on which, being poor and friendless, he
was put into the jail at Canandaigua. 'The

* See Appeadix, Note 8,
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next night after thxs event, one Loton Lawsen,
ésince convicted of kidnapping Morgan, and
_now in prison for the deed) eame forward un-
~ der the mask of friendship, and persuaded Mor-
gan to permit him to pay the debt, inducing
Morgan to believe that it was out of pure friend-
ship, and that he would take him to his house.”
Poor Morgan was too credulous—he agreed to
Lawson’s proposal—but the moment the latter
?t him out of jail, he was seized violently by

awson and one or two other persons, and not-
wnthstandmg his cries of murder, was forced
_into a carriage, and drove off, Jehu like ; since
“which hehas not returned ; nor have any tidings
been had of him, exceptmg, that it has been
clearly proved, at the last Ontario Sessions, that
he was taken to, and confined in, the magazine
of Fort Niagara. So far we accompany the un-
fortunate Morgan. I shall barely remark here,
that the reason why the criminal charge was
abandoned waus, that, if they had put him into
jail on that charge, they could not have got-him
out again, and their intention, from the begin-
ning, to make way with hlm, ‘would ha‘e been '
defeated.

Now for a few words as to David €. Mlllel,
- the Editor of the Republican Advocate, at Ba-
tavia. He was engaged in printing a book—
Nllystrations of Masonry—of which Morgan
was the author ; and for which the latter lnd .
been kidnapped.

The night after Morgan was carried from
Batavia, Miller’s printing office was set fire to,

and came near bemor consumed.
m,hn Ralalis s \1"‘ »n t"ln mnyr “,qrr ]')(hx ~ (‘ﬂ’\ anmn

"‘. - - . -
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ed out of the jail atCanandaigua, from sixty @
eighty men, all Freemasons, entered the villagp
of Batavia, armed with hickory clubs,seized Da-
vid C. Miller, likewise under pretence: of a
criminal process, and carried him off by foroe,
as faras the village of Le Roy, where- he was
given to understand that he was to join with,
and share the fate of Morgan. But, fortunate-
ly for Miller, the people had become alarmed,
and turned out to pursue his captors; and he
was rescued at Le Roy, and escorted safely
back to Batavia ; the process on which he had
been taken turning out tobe a sham, like that
which had unfortunately succeeded in the case of
Morgan. But Icannottakeleave of Miller here,
without paying a merited compliment to Joun
Hascarw, Esq. of Le Roy,a Royal Arch Mason,
to whose intrepidity Miller was greatly indebt-
ed for his release from the ruffians who had sei-
_zéd him. Mr. Hascall has since openly sece:
ded fromn the Masonic, Fraternity, on account
of those unlawful proceedings. _ o
Were not these unparalleled outrages, gentle-
men, sufficient to excite the people, without the
aid of electioneering artifice, or selfish views,on
the part of any one! They certainly were.~~
‘They did, of course, cause an excitemetit, of
which I will now state briefly some of the results.
Town and county meetings were immediately
held in the counties of Ontario, Genesee, Mon-
roe, Livingston and Niagara, by which. dele-
gates were appointed, (all of respectability)
upon” whom it was enjoined, as a duty, to in-
vestigate thoroughly, as far as they possibly

could do, the facts attending. the abduction, and

supposed subs;quent murder of Morgan, astwe]l

rve
)
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#s the outrages committed on the property and
‘@erson of ‘Miller. This delegation, consisting
of some of the first men in the Western District,
- - assembled at: Lewiston, and hence have been
styled the Lewiston Convention.* They enter-
ed tearlessly and -honestly upon the duty assign-
* «d them, and have ever since pursued their ob-
ject steadily. 'Through their exertions princi-
pally, Four of the conspirators, those who 'took
Morgan from the jail at Canandaigua, were in-
dicted, put on trial and convicted on a plea of
- guilty, in Ontario county ; and three have since
been convicted of kidnapping Miller, after plead-
ing not guilty in Genesee connty. A consider-
able number stand indicied, who have not yct
been tried, on account of both Morgan and Mil-
fer. Itis true that sixteen or seventecn were .
tried at the last Court of Sessions in Ontario
* county, and were acquitted ; but whoever will
peruse attentively the testimony as reported, will
find abundant proof in it.of the abduction, if not
the murder of Morgan; and will perceive, at
the same time, such a mass of non mz recordo
statements as was never before exhibited in any
cqurt of justice. The Judge, however, one of
the ablest in the state, [ mean Judge Howell]
ig charging the jury, declared that ¢ the proof
< to establish both the conspiracy and its con-
‘““summation, was full and conclusive: that
- ¢ Morgan had been unlawfully kidnapped and
« carried off, was abunduntly certain ; andthat
 he had been subsequently unlawfully put to
« death, there was too much reason to bélieve.”
He stated at the close of his charge, after sum-,
~ming up the evidence, and explaining the law,’
o ghat the testimony, though gbundant to prove
’ #Sco Appendlx, Note 8.
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“ abstractly all that was dlleged, did not charge
“ these defendants with the crime.” ¢ The
time of the court,” he remarked, “ had, natwnl;
“standing, been profitalily spent, in eliciting,
‘ testimony, which must ultfmzately unravel this
“horrible mystery.

I give you, gentlemen, thc precise words of
anable and upright judge, as reported by the
several reporters of the trials in question.

It appears, then, thatin three several and dis-
tinct Courts of Justice, the Ontario Circuit, at
which Judge Turoor presided, when the first
fuur conspirators were convicted.; the Genesee
Circuit, at which Judge: BIRDSALL presided,
when four were tried and three convicted ; and
the Ontario Sessions, at which Judge HOWELL
presided, when the seventeen [save one who
swora off his trial for want of @ witness] were
tried and acquitted : it appears; [. say, that in
these several and distinet Courts of Justice, the
facts of the conspiracy and its:consummation,
have been established by *¢ abundant, full, and
conclusive,” legal testimony. How then can
any cditor assert that this excitement has been
got up for electioneering purposes ! Would it
not be, on the other hand, an eternal disgrace
to any portion, number, or section of. the citi-
zens of the United States, if they could sit qui-
etly and tamely, and see their friends, their
neighbors, their fellow-townsmen, kidnapped

~and carried off by violence, contrary to all law,
human and divine, to be confined perpetually,
or assassinated at the will and pleasure of their
kidnappers? I should estéem the wmian, who’
could see all this without being highly excited,
as a wretch, wholly unprincipled, and totally
unwarthy the name of an American citizen. .
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But to return to the Lewiston Convention.
This patriotic body, to whom the People of the
United States will hereafter look with grati-
tude, have been prineipally instrumental in pro-
ducing the results above stated. It consisted of
THIBTY-EIGHT of the most respectable citizens
of the Western District, of all parties; and, so
far from there being any ground to charge them
with electioneering or selfish views, only one
of them has come forward since as a candidate
for office, and he has been brought forward
by the voluntary suffrages of his friends and
fellow-citizens. They have just published the
entire result, thus far, of their long, laborious,
and important isvestigation, in a pamphlet of’
about eighty pages, octave; and I venture to
say, that there is not an honest, sensible man in
the United States, who will not be thoroughly
convinced, on reading it, that Morgan was not
only kidnapped and murdered, but that David
C. Miller, the independent Editor of the Re-
publican Advocate, at Batavia, would have
shared the fate of Morgan, had he not been
rescued by the anti-masonic party from the
hands of his kidnappers.

It may not be amiss to state, that among the
sighers of the Report of the Lewiston Conven-
tion, are gentlemen who hold stations of honor
and responsibility under the Government of the
United States. I have not the Report at hand
at'this moment, but I recollect distinctly the
names of three officers of the Federal Govern-
ment, viz. O. BExaamin, TremsuLL Carey, and
Bares Coox, Esquires. These gentlemen, to-
gether with their worthy and patriotic col-
leagues, have laboured almost incessantly for
pine months, or mare, to unravel thig horrid
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mystery,,, They have not only spent their time
in the investigation, but large sums of money, in .
searching the Niagara River, and Lake Ontario, .
forithe body of the hapless Morgan, which was_
undoubtedly buried beneath those waters.—
"These gentlemen, I mean all those who formed
the, Lewiston Convention, deserve the  highest
praiseyinstead of the least censure : for theuwr la-
bors have been directed to unravela conspiracy,
the priuciple of which goes to, the entire subver-
sion, of our: Federal and State Constitutions.

. Away, thien; with the groundless: and calumnis
ating;assertion, that:they have been actuated by,
electioneering or selfish motives ofany kind,

‘This, gentlemen, is.the last article which
shall ask you to publish. . In the National Ob-
server,” however, I shall:confinue the subject,
whigh has given rise to this letter, so long as I
have health jand life to perform the task. In’
my. next.paper, I shall develope facts, which, if
true, and Isolemnly hel'ieye";l'lfl)em to be so, will
add  a, tenfold deeper hue of darkness to the
eause of those who from the abduction of Morgan
and Miller, to thisday, havebeenthe openand un-
disguised advocates of kidnapping and murder.

1 haye heard; more than _a hundred. free- |
masims nssert, that. Morgan, 1€ killed, was serv-
edright! . What induced the to take ground,
when. I first came ont.in,_ my editorial capacity,

- on, this, subject, wis, the declaration made to
me, by, a Koyal Arch Masou, a very respectable
wyer, “that ke knew that Morgan was killed

- osassusedy althongh: b had. fakion o, part in
it himself. "’~§%&%si-ahim;h s‘fﬁekﬂeﬁw it! He

 xaplisd; 4 howy do ardineyy.facts coms to yout

* See Appendix; Notédo . 0 oo 0
"9 ppgnding Noteda o 10 v ;
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knowléedee ! I know it i the same way.” 'F
akked him if he thought it right? He said in
. reéply, that he “ would not have had a hand in- it
for thé'world; but the rascal was rightly sérved "
‘THis conversation was among the most tmport-
afit congiderations which induced me to' throw
off’ alt masonic trammels, and put ‘my shoulder
to the editorial wheel, to bring to light,if pos-:
sible, the whole truth in the case. I drew the
conclusion, whilst yet talking with the gentle-
man above mentioned, that if nien like him, who-
hiad been classically educated, and had'studied: -
a-dcience which teaches, with so much dikeri-
mination and correctness; the nature of all oaths.
and abligatiens, could be rendered so fanatical
by ‘their masonic ties, it was time to destroy the
tustitutiop entirely : For what I have stated is
strictly dpd literally true, and 1 can add with
gtjual trath, thdt the persen alluded to-is,in his
genmeral character amf habits, a worthy man, and:
of Yespectable talents, as well as standing at the
bar.  His name, of course, I shall not reveal, -
Because at that time he addressed me, not only
459 mason, but as a man to whom he could
freely dleliver his opinions in a eonfidential way.
In fdct, independent of ahy such revelations, the
é@ggie’fffhad in my own bréast, to throw off
entirely my obligations to the’ Order, satisfied
md"6f 1ts dangerous tendextey, and the absolute
- Meeessity of cartailing, by some lawful and con-
‘t?g:‘lﬁhﬁ}’méans;,'its mysterious and destructive
ténbe o civil and political Bherty. -~
54 FFcimalh, entlomen, with thé highost iéépedt,
r ﬂ'jéﬁﬂ‘q_nd;pbéﬂiéhf Grvimt, o Ve
OL LT IO LOMON SQUTHWICK:
Albany, Septi27, 1827, - ¢ °

2
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¢ From the preceding: leoter, wy yokwgvm
trymeu, you will- per¢etve the’fate ‘thav' muy
await you, if you'should enter #hte one of thdss
coniclaves of -ddrruption; the “musenic lodge~
rooms; ‘and should afterwards, o cali teflecs
tion, detwmme, as ah aot of ‘duty toyour coun-
ty and your God, t&° expose the nefapious and
unhallowed secrets, the disgusting and blas-
phemous rités, which are there cherished: and
practiséd. My narrative, however, is ¢old: and -
senseléss as the marble block, when compared
with the true ‘and’ apphﬂmg iéatures of':the
transactions to which -it ‘alludes? 'One reason
of iits ‘coldness was, ‘that I did- mot; at the " time
of 'writing it, ‘Know how far'the Editors -of the
National lntelhgencer might feel: disposed to
permit me the indulgence of -tny ‘feefling, us -a
carrespondent, ‘through the medium’of:-their
calumns ; - for- such ‘has been - the editorial con-
éert 10 conceal dnd suppréss the truth on this
oticasion, to conceal the erithé’ :of murder; and
shield the musderers from the’ arq of thé - law,
that it has led me almost to deubt’ seriously,
whether the Press, with the noble -att to -which
itbelongs, be a blessing ‘or a curse'to my coun-
try.  ‘Never—never—in any age or or ¢lme; -hae
the Press been so vllely,so mfaumusl‘y 86 wiek -
edly prosmuted ‘a8 it Ras beén’ in:this. dtise i
That sublime instrument;, which like the: lever
of Archimedes'in the physical, *miglft ‘welk ‘in-
deed move the moral world; iff it thie hands of
feelitis, honorable, and noblg-spmted ety that
Billwark of Hterature and liberty ; that maéter- .
pibce of sciefibd and of 'art, w u:h ih the days
éi’ﬂﬂﬁlnmortal’amestﬁrg—b(when guided by
spirits of a Frasmnin: and-a -Bovrawics,” and‘

* Sce Appendix, Nota 6,
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other revolutionary worthies}—was the beacon
that led themto' freedom and tp glery ;.that
noblest - of all human. inventions- has, in this
case, been abused, perverted, prostituted, : and
rendered, inthe strangest possible sense of the:
terms, the detestable. organ of ; falsehood,i mys--
tery and ‘corruption ;, the - vile instrument of" a:
barbarous and. blood-stained faction ;- the pol-.
huted engine of treachery, tyranny and oppres-
sion; the pander of Pandemoniym! Oh! how
degraded, how fallen..from  its lofty. eminence,
from what it-was,-when. like the pillar of fire
in.sacred history,:it. guided the footsteps of our
. fathers, and inspired themwith that noble flame
of patriotism, which urged them to the heights
of Bunker Hill and of Sarstoga, to the frozen
plains of Abraham; angl the burning sands of
Monmouth, to.blged and to.die for the redemp-
u.(m of their country, .and the’ freedom and hap-
piness of thejr ppsterity!* . Could, the shadeof
FraskLiy, he who preferred, paverty and want,
as pn Editor, with. truth, “honer. and indepen-
dence; as the guides of his pen—to 'wealth and
lugury, y with. syuoph,amy, survility, falsehood and
corruption, -as the .igmates of his soul! Could
hiy'immortal shadg Jaok.down from  j¢s sainted
cirgle of *“ the gpirits of just. men made perf@ct ”
andbehold'thq iprepsiof -his country, which in
his hands was: the;vestal flame of freedom, and
the qonsummgﬁm to tyrants, thus abandoned,

" degrgded, petyented and prostituted, the bhss
of | Heaven'weuld become to. himthe torment of
. Hell! : Nor coyld herest there, without wishing
te rotum %o eaxth, teo.re-kindle the flame of yir-
' tuo in tho btqm,of his: lost and deganeratc
Chewoo ey ﬂ&ﬁelp[‘“l,.l‘“‘ ool
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brethren of the type ; and to animate them te
protect and defend, and not meanly, treacher-
ously and barbarously desert and betray the
sacred cause of liberty and humanity ! .Shame
on the hirelings and the cowards !—curse on
the slaves and the traitors !—he would exclaim :
they havelooked on tamely, and seen the blood
of the brave and the innocent shed by thehands
of masonic ruffiass—the constitution, laws and
liberties of their country, violated and trampled
upon by midnight conspirators—the halls ef le-
gislation, which ought to constitute the high
and holy. sunctuary of law and justice, deaf
as the adder 1o the claims of righteousness, the
Voice of patriotism, and the cry of blood ; the
courts of justice filled*with and polluted .by
the breath of Perjury—the arm of the law para-
lyzed, asby thetouch of the torpedo, by the ope-
ration of a dark, secret, mysterious and criminal
agency !—and above all, the violation of that
most holy taw of their Creator and Redeemer—
THou sHaLT ~o1 commit MurpEr! All this
they have witnexsed—calmly and coidly witnes-
sed—and instead of maintaining the sacred lib-
erty of the press, and the unsullied dignity of
virtue; instead of putting “in every honest hand
@ SCoURGE to lash the rascals naked through the
world,” they have themselves deserved the lash
of the scorpion, if not the hook of the gibbet,
for becoming the wilful panders of rascality,
the suppressors of truth, the propagators of false-
hood, the conspirator’s apologist, and the mur-
derer’s friend ! T

. Another reason of the eoldness of my narra-
tive was, the unparalled importance and .mag-
nitude of the subject, It is a theme, of alloth-.
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érs, most worthy of the patriot, the sage, they
hero and the christian—a theme, which it would.
require more than the combined genius, and tar
lents and acquirements of a DEmosTHENES, §
Cicaro, a MiLTov, 8 SHAKSPEARE, and a Curs
RAN, to doit ample justice. Yes, my young
Countrymen, more than all the mighty powers
of all those sublime geniuses, would be requi:
site to pourtray, in all their horrors, and in all
- their ruinous and destructive bearings on out
constitutional liberties, the abduction and mur-.
der of William Morgan! It is a theme to which
no genius, merely human, can dojustice. Ha
alone, whose page was illumined at the altar of
Divine Inspiration—the poet and the prophet of
Isragl—the unparalleled and matchless Isaiah—
he alone could give it the appropriate colouring,
the appalling fight, the dark and infernal shade,
the bold and indescribable relief that would be-
long to such a pidture. :

Everv man, whether young or old, sacrifices
his dignity of character, that personal and self-
respect, which it isessential to his happiness and
reputation to preserve, whenever he tamely per-
mits his person to be degraded, orsuffers his
mind to be contaminated, by exposing either to
rites, ceremonies or’ contemplations, which_ are
puerile, insignificant or vicious; and such as
his sober judgment inust condemn as unworthy
of a rational being, responsible to his Creator
for the uses to which he lends his person, his
talents, and his time. :

But whoever enters a masonic lodge, submits
necessarily to the vilest of personal and mental,
and moral degradation. :

He submits t¢ be stripped naked by men
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‘who are perhaps far his inferiors in moral and
intellectual worth—who, indeed, possessing
such worth, would deliberately condescend to
‘such employment,.or stoop. to beceme the ‘ob-
ject of it—under thg indecent and ridiculous
pretences of ascertaining his:sex, and that e -
has no mzinerals or metals about him! For you
-must know, that it is of wonderful import,.in
ihe sublime science of Free : asonry, that
there should be neither iron nor lead, .brass.
nor copper, pewter nor tin, silver nor gold,
-(always saving the fee of initiation) in the
- waistcoat or britches pocket, the purse or the
pouch of the noviciate—who is prepared in part
by this sublime operation, to receive the frater-
- nal grip of a set of men, of whom he perceives
at a glance, from the businessin which they are
engaged, thatit is difficult to determine. whether
they are the most fools or knaves ; whether they
- have lost their senses and their integrity, and
their self-respect, or whether they ever had any
of either to boast of : nor is this all: he must
be led blind-fold, with a rope about his neck, -
" and half if not quite naked, round the room in
which the initiation is consummated : and must
submit, in the course of the. “ awful and sub-
lime” ceremonies through which he is hurried
'to still more humiliating -and degrading treat-
ment ! He must submit to be knocked down (a
sham blow and fall, suffer a mimic death, have
his body hid away, and finally found again (all
sham and mummery) by a set .of weak and silly
men, bating the knaves that make: noodles of
-them, who have been led to believe, that in all
‘thiscontemptible stage-trick and mummery there
is. something of ancient science and wisdom !

How degrading, after being thus stripped, blind-

o
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folded, haltered, and made a noodle of, to be
asked by some knave or blockhead, what you
are most in want of 1—and whilst like a wretch»
ed ninny as you are, for the.time being, you are
- puzzling your brain to make out a reply, to
have another of the motley nocturnal crew,
whisper in your ear, that you must ask for
-“more light I"” when Milton’s “ darkness visi-
ble,” and worse than Bedlam’s folly ineffable,
are gll that you have seen, orare likely to see,
in the science of the forms and ceremonies of
the assinine conclave by whom you are sur-
rounded ; and who are chuckling at the idea,
that they have made you as silly and contempti-
ble as themselves, end have got your money,
of which you will never know what becomes of
it, although you have got nothing for it but
-quackery on the one hand and self-degradation
on the other! What, for one more example,
would you think of yourselves, if silly enough,
‘not only to be stripped like a malefactor, going
to bewhipped at the post or the cart’s tail; but
in thisdegraded condition, to be obliged to walk’
round a room, at the pleasure of a group of
knaves or noodles, or both, with a polished mar-
ble stone, shaped like the key-stone of an arch,
of considerable weight, and oiled, in order to
make it the harder to hold; to be obliged, I:say,
to take this stone by the small end, and more
slippery than an eel, as it is purposely rendered,
to carry it betw een the thumb and fingers of
your right hand, in a suspended or vertical posi-
tion, on pain, if you let it fall, of having a sword
or dagger run into you !* And when these im-
postors, and ignoramussus, who thus sport with
yeur person and your feelings,”have subjected
Y : ® Sze Appendix, Note 7. ’ '
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you to this painful as well as diffgraceful pro-
ceeding, until yeut hand and fingers become
stiff, and your arm nearly ready to fall frem its
socket ; they will, with a laugh and a grin, pe- |
culiar to such anim#s, relieve you from the ig-
noble dilemma ; but only to t§y your paticn
and prove their own, as well as your folly, in
some other.equally degrading and ridiculosx
operation. Whas I have here hinted at, is but
as one to a hundred, of all the humiliating,sel§
degrading mummery, through which you must
pass, if you be weak enough, through a vain
and idle curiosity, to aim at fellowship and com-
munion with the gullors and the gullees—the
deceptive hearts and the dumpling heads—who
usually constitute a lodge of ¢ frag and accept-
ed masons !” ‘
What right have you thus to degrade your-
selves ! Did yowr Creator bestow upon yom a
majestic and upright form, stamp you with his
own celestial image, epdow you with intelect-
ual as well as physical strength and beauty ;
and breathe into you the spirit of immortality—
that you should ungratefully forget the vource of
all these gifts and graces, and suffer yoyrselves
to be treated, as though you were on a level with
the meanest reptile that creeps in the dust, or
hidesitself in the caverns of the earth! Shamet
Shame ! where is thy blush! And how con-
temptible, in your own estimation, if possessed
of a spark of real honor and sensibility, must
you feel, after submitting to be thus degraded,
under the vain pretence of finding light, where
there is naughtbutdarkness—of wisdom, where
there is naught but folly—of truth, where there
is penght but afable, fiction and €alselipod—of
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science, whé® there is naught but quackery—
of virtue,where there is maught but vice—of
religien, where théfe is naught but idolatory, if
not athgism and infidelity. 'The Sux was pro-
bably"lhe original object off Masonic worship ;*

$ut in modern times while they have generally

retended to belicve in one God, many, if not

ost of them, have had no faith at all. It was
from the dark recesses of Masonry that ATHE-
mM stalked abroad to blast the morals of the
Frénch nation; and from thence emanated,
decked in the robes of infamy and pollution,
the GODDESS or REASON, falsely socalled,
16 contaminate their faith, and prostrate their
boly altars, at’ the shrines of impiety, anarchy
and confusiam ! It was then that blasphemy ut-
. teéred her cries in the streets of Paris; it was
then that the murderer’s arm was bared for the
work of blood ; and that saint§snd patriots, he-
roes and sages, alike were made to perish under
thestrgke of the guiliosne, or fall behind the
bars and the bolts of the dungeon,. by the hands
of such midnight assassins as took the life of
William Mongan ! Yes, RoBESPIERRE, and Dax-
ToN, Is£GEXDRE and MaraT, were the wretches,
who ministered at the dark altars of the sedf-
styled llluminati—alias Masonic Fraternity—
of France;—as Syt and WrmiTney, and Law-
sox and Howarp, and GiLrLis and Sco¥ieELp,
have been the Hicnn Paiests of Iniquriry, who
have either directed or performed the bloody
rites, at Niagara, of which the brave, honest and
unfortunate MORGAN was the victim, and the
total déstruction ef our constitutienal hhprtlec
the objeet. :

" *See Appendin, Nole 8.



27

“That you run the risk of becoming drunk-
ards, and thus losing the esteem and respect
of society, and sinking into a hapless and de-,
graded state of vagrancy, by joining free ma-
sonry, is clear from the character lately give
of masonic ledges by a learned and virtuous
member of the Medical Societies of Glasgow,
in Scotland, a country whichhas Jong been cyr-
sed with the arts and wiles, the immorality and
corruption of the Order ; for it is the Scotch
rite which now claims to be the oldest, and the
followers of which are at this moment at war,
in Mexico, with the followers of-the York rite,
which lately found its way thither. This York
rite, is derived from the Grand Lodge of New-
York; itwasintroduced into Mexico, probably,
by two of Morgan’s murderers, who are said to
have fled thither, and who bore it with them, I
presume, as proper missionariesfrom the Gragd
Lodge! But be this asit may, the learned Pro-
fessor, to whom I have alluded, assures us, and
I can vough for ghe truth of his assertion, that
masonic lodges are the genuine acadtimies of
tippling.” You cannot for a moment doubt the
truth of this, when you reflect that most, if not
all of our lodges, are held in taverns or hotels ;
and whenever they meet, the Landlord is called
upon to furnish hotsuppers, and in winter abun-
dance of hot as well as cold liquors. The bot-
tle circulates freely ; and the liquid poison is -
- poured into the veins, to inflame the blood, and
distract the brains of the young as well as . old
noodles,who take much more delight in ’going
“ from labour to refreshment,”-than they do ig
returning “ from refreshment.to labour.” The
tippler, the drunkagd, you hardly negd be to%



28

isof all others the character who loses, beyond
redemption, the esteem and respect of mankind ;
and hdpless and wretched, indeed, is the youth,
‘or the aged man, who has surrendered himself
agvictim at the shrine of the bottle. This isthe
extreme of moral degradation. If then you
would shun a.vice, so eminently calculated to ru-
in you, both in ygour temporal and eternal state;
you must shun the ¢ genuine academies” of Sa-
tan, the dark conclavesof masonry, in which that
vice never fails, more or less, to be taught.—
Would God. I could add, that this is the only
vice, the infection of which is to be caught in
those sinks of iniquity and corruption. But
when I recollect how often, and with what reluac-
tance, thougha thoughtless young man, I listen-
~ed to the coarse and obscene jest, the- bawdy
and blasphemous song; and how often I retired,
in fisgust, from those nocturnal orgies, in which
. vice and obscenity laughed virtue and ‘modesty
outof countenance; and even the holy script-
ures wete made the theme or sogrce of poetasti-
cal rhymh) and sacrilegious ribaldry*: when I
recollect these things, which are still fresh in my
memory, and at the same time feel within me
the workings of a father’s heart,I shudder atthe
idea of ‘beholding any generous and virtuous
* youth, going, like a lamb to the slaughter, to poi-
son the virgin purity of his mind, and blunt the
noble sensibilities of his nature, in a dark and
seeret conclaves; where the melancholy and de-
grading contrast is exhibited, of men who pass
in the world for gentlemen and christians, min-
gling with bacchanalians and blasphemers,
drunkards and debauchees, sharpers and black-
leps, bulleswund black-guards!

@ See Appendix, Note 8.
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This isindeed a portrait of deformity—but it
isatrue likeness of Free Masonry thirty-two
years ago : And although I have not, since that
period, been personally conversant or acquaint-
ed with it;* yet from recent occurrences I éear.
thatif it has not degenerated, neither has it im-
proved. Honest men and gemlemen thereare,
no douby, who bear the diplomas of the Order,
- and who are not willing, at pregent, and thie is

very much to their credit, that the world should
know it. Some such, here and there, may
still be willing publicly to acknowledge their fel-
low-ship with the craft : - But these, altogether,
bear but a smail proportion to the knaves amd
hypocrites, who joinitfrom ambitiousor merce-
nary motives; and the fools who are led into it,
with a halter, or “cable tow” (as they call it) a-
bout their necks, the appropriate emblem of their
degraded condition ; and who, whether they seek
them of not, are sure to find “their father's ,as-
ses,” if they never found them before, so soon as
they get within the four walls, and measure the
length, #nd tryghe strengthof their « cable tow !?
Ttis to be recollected here, too, that the pious,
virtuous, sensible and gentlemanly members of
the Order, almost invariably keep themselves
loof from ghe Lodgs Rooms, having become (as
all pious, sensible, virtuous, and drsmterested
men do hecome) diggusted, with the livery of an
Institution, which they have found, on a tho-
rough - acquaintance, to be utterly worthless
-excepting to those who speculage, and live upo&'
it, as I shall show before T close this address.. .

Tusr every man who enters fully into the

_views, the rites, and the rules, or laws,of ghe
_*See Appendix, Note 9.. 4
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Order (principles it has none, as I shall clearly
show) 'betrays more or less the rights and liber-
ties of ‘his country, is evident from many con-
siderations, a few of which [ shall briefly refer
to. * When we talk of our attachment to equal
laws, if we are sincere in what we say, we mean
taws not only equal in theory; but which in
pragtice operate equally upon and for the bene-
fit 8 all ; whidh secure equal  assessments in
taxation ; impartial justice in civil suits between
man and man ; and elective suffrage at the
polls, unbiassed by any other considerations,
than the relative or tomparative virtues and
tatents of the candidates. To compass all these
high and important objects, in a republican
government, what is the duty of every citizen ?
Is it not to guard himself sedulously against all
combindtions, or associations, that shall in any
respeect curtail the free and unlimited exercise-
of his reason; that shall excite in his breast
passions, and prejudices, and partialities, in-
compatible with the exercise of a sound discre-
tion for the public good ; that shhll gonfract his.
views from embracing the welfare of the public
large, to that of a few, a seet, or a party ;
and those perhaps far from being the best por-
tion of the community?! The anseer to this
question is obvious. How then can those whe
enter into ‘a secret Coricluv®, and there pledge
themselves to go all lengths, and on all occa-
sions, to serve and promote each other’s inter-
ests ; whe there protess their attachment to this
SECRET INSTITUTION, or CONCLAVE,
its laws and ordinances, and to its members:
.coftectively and individually; forming with them
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a chain of artificial friendship, connected by
'oaths, the promises and the penalties of which:
are at war with all their obligations to God
and their country; how can they, I ask you,
who are thus trammelled, thus bound by the
fetters of a secret combination, go forth as as-
sessors, as jurors, as ministers of justice, as
electors, as law-givers, prepared to exercise
those high and important ®rusts, those vital
functions of a freé government, faithfully and:
impartially, in the spirit of patriotism, equity.
and justice ! . .

History is full of proof, that whenever and!
wherever men have become firmly connecteds#h.
sects or parties, either religious or political, that
their attachment to their sect or party, has. ex-
pelled from their breasts that divine spirit of
universal charity and benevolence, which the
Redeemer of mankind taught. his disciples ;.
and which every true Christian is beund to
cherish. If then ordinary seets or parties, in
pursuit of a common object, which is not con-
cealed by any dark mantle, but well known te
the pyblic at large; and the members of which
sects or parties are bound by nothing more
than a mere esprit du corps; are so apt to lose-
sight of tleir obligations to their eountry and
‘mankind, in their blind attachinent to their sec-
.tarian or party views; how much’ more so must
the mefnbers of an Order, who to the same
esprit du corps, add the excitement, the attaqh;?

. ment, the pargialities, the prejudices in favour
of each. other, which grow- out of their peeuliangs
secret and’ mysterious rites and ties, the force

of qaths the most horrible, the mass grossly in¥
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sulting to the moral sense of mankind, as well -
as repugnant to the Divine and Civil Laws.

~ Before I conclude, on this head, it is incum-
bent upon me to prove the incompatibility of
the masonic obligations, with those which every
citizen owes to the statc. '

‘Whether the doctrine of expatriation be well
founded or not, it is certain that every citizen
owes- faithful allegéance to the laws and consti-
tutions of his ‘country, so long as he enjoys
their protection. How, then, can any citizen,
who duly reflects upon his civic obligations,
and means to preserve them inviglate, go into
o@masonic lodge, and there swear as follows :—

= Furthermore do 1 promise and swear, that
I will support the constitution of the Grand
Lodge of the United Stateg, and of the Grand.
Lodge of thvs State, under which this Lodge.
‘ts held, and conform to all the bye-laws, rules
and regulations of this or any other Lodge, of
which I may at any time hereafter become a.
member. '

Can any thing be more irrational, more re-
pugnant to the moral sense of an honest man-
and a good citizen, than this oath? For it
must be borne. in mind that this is an-oath of.
initiation, at the time of taking whigh, the de-
ponent is totally ignorant of the preseriptions
of those eonstitutions and laws, which he swears-
to support : he has not read them ; they have
nat been read to him, nor explained by way of -
Yecture, or in any other shape whafsoever: And.
@t does be rush, thus blindly, to the altar of.
darkness and' delusion, and swear to support.
sham ; and not only. the constitutions and laws

.already made, but those which may be madt
: N
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thereafter : And these constitutions and .laws, |
are those of a private, secret association ; and
yet ‘ without any mental evasion, or equivoca-
tion,” without any reservation of his moral or
religious obligations, or the allegiance he owes
to the paramount laws of his country, he swears
roundly that he will suppert them, though they
may, for aught that he knows, lead him to the
commission of treason, murder, or any other
felony! ¢“Our armies swore terribly in Flan-
ders,” said Sterne’s Toby; but with all their
flippancy and proficiency in the art, fresma-
sonry could have taught them a lesson they
little dreamed of. :

The next obligation I shall quote, goes still
further ; for when the old Tempter gets his
“ cable-tow” about the neck of a subjeet, there
is no knowing whither or to what he will lead
him: And I have not the smallest doubt, that
this obligation is the prolific source of mon-
strous crimes and corruptions, among those
members of the order, in particular, who are
-ignorant and vicious : this oath, indeed, is'am-
ply sefficient to make an ignorant man a vicious
man, to render him the willing pander and in-
strument of wickedness. .

Furthermore, do I promise and swear, that
a master mason’s secrets, given to me in charge
as such, and I knowing hvm to be such. shall re-
mainas secure and inviolable sn my breast as
in his own, murder and treason excepted, ang
they left to my own election.

. If the oath, before quoted, was shocking te
the moral sense of an honest man #nd a patriot,
how much more so is this? If that might be
catled a leap ig the dark, into the regions of"
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iniquity, this is an open and undisguised oath of
fealiy to crimes and criminals of the blackest
hue—to forgers, counterfeiters,, pick-pockets,
sharpers, thieves and high-way-men ; toall sorts
of criminals, in fact, but murderers and traitors :
and although the right toconceal or expose these
is reserved by the deponent, there is not much
reason to believe that a tharough-going devotee
at the altars of JacHIN and Boaz would ever ex-
ercise it inthe way of exposition ; for the man
who could conceal or harbor a thief, or a high-
way ¥obber, because he was a master mason,
would find butlittle if any difficultyin stretching
his conscience to embrace the traitor and the
nurderer.” Iam, indeed, well aware that this
cmbrace has been given, that this stretching of
a masonic conscience hashappened, because one
of the murderers of Morgan, in his flight from
justice, passed through ' the city of Albany, and
would have been arrested in it, if he had not
been warned of his danger, and aided to escape,
by one or more Royal Arch Masons! But let .
the wretched 6ut-law go where he may, the ghost
of his-hapless victim will rise, ever and anom, to
his view—and continually agitated by the hor-
rors of & guilty conscience, he may exclaim in
the language of Milton :

Me, miserable! which way shall I fly.
Infinite wrath, and infinite despair ?
Which way I fly is hell, mnyself am hell;
And in the lowest depth, a lower deep

N 8till threatening to devour me, opens wide,
To which the hell I sufferseems u heaven !

T'o return to the oath: Can any faithful cit-
1zen deliberately take such an unlawful and wick-
edoath, asI have here . transcribed, and know
1o haye been taken by every masier mason '-

.

L
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And if once indiscreetly taken, through youth
and inexperience, or otherwise : is he notbound
to renounce it in the first moment of calm re-
flection, and throw off at once the restraints it
imposes? Virtue, patriotism, morality and reli-
gion, all answerin the affirmative,and the soun-
dest principles of law concur in the same replg.
In this opinion all writers on moral philosophy
and jurisprudence are agreed, from the mostex-
alted sages of Greece and Rome, down in point
of time to the equally great and able ones of
modern Europe and intant America: of theame-
derns, Gmtius, Puffendorf, Hutchinson, Paley,
and indeed every writer of any celebrity, all
agree that unlawful oaths are not binding ;—
but are “more honored in the breach than
the observance.” 1o quotethe precise words
of all of these writers is not necessary ; as you
can at any time satisfy your minédsby referring te
them yourselves: but as PALEY is considered as
good authority as any of them, attend a moment
to what he says :—*“ Promises are not binding,
where the promise is uNLawruL. There are
two cases of this ; one, where the unlawfulness
isknown to the parties, at the time of making
the promise ;- as where an assassin promises his
employer to dispatch his rival or his enemy; a
servant to betray his master ; a pimp to proeure
a mistress ; oga friend to give his assistance in
a scheme of seduction. ‘The parties 1n these
cases are not obliged to perform what the pro-
mise requires, because they were under a prior
ebligation to the contrary. From which prior
obligation what is there to discharge them?
their promise—their own act and deed—but an
obligation, from which a man can discharge
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"himself, By his own aet, is no obligafionat all.

The guilt, therefore, of such promises, lfes tn the
making, not #n the breaking them ; and if,in
the interval betwixt the promise and the per-

‘formance, &« man so far recovers his reflection,

as to repent of his engagements, he ought cer-

“$inly to break through them.”

Mr. PaLey, who is one of the most able and
most justly celebrated of British Divines and
Philosophers, has in the passage I have quoted -
conclusively shown that masonic oaths are not
binding, because of the prior obligation to the
contrary, which every citizen owes ® his coun-
try, its constitution and laws ; to say nothing of
his duty to God. But in my humble opinion
to say that the oaths in question are nugatory
in consequence of a prior and, if you please, a
higher obirgation, is not saying enough: For
to swear to ccnceal the crimes of any man, or
get of men, must be and is a crime as high at -
least as a misdemeanor, or there is no such
thing us reason, much less the ¢ perfection of
reason,” (as Blackstone says,) in the law : But
td abide by that oath, when occasion requires or
calls for it, 18 to become, to all intents and -
purposes, in a strict legal sense, accessary to
such crimes, and justly liable to the punishment
decreed for them by the legislature, or pre-
scribed by the Common Law %

When we contemplate, for a moment, the

oath before us, we need no longer to wonder,

or feel the least surprise, that so many criminal
masons have heretofore eluded justice ; that se
many bave been able to fly effectually from the
seach of legal process; that so many, on cen-
viction, have been punished so leniently at
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variogs times ; and that so many, who have
been sentenced to an adequate punishment,
have found the means of obtaining parden, and
emerging from confinement, without any thing
like a due expiation of their crimes! We no
longer wonder, that a wretch like¢ StepHEN AR-
NoLD, a schoolmaster of Otsego county, afeer -
being sentenced to death for the murder of an
unoffending and innocent little girl—one of the
most cruel and atrocious private murders ever
committed in this or any other country—found
a hodt of freemasons so ready to step forwand
in his behalf; and a masonic legislature—like
that with which we are now blest, and which
has refused its aid to-bring the murderers of
Morgan to light—ready to mitigate his punish-
. ment from death on the gallows, to confinement

in the State Prison for fourteen years, or for .

life ; and where he died in a short time afte®
or I doubt not masonic sympathy for a masonic
murderer would have procured his pardon.

If the masonic oaths, or rather the promis-
sory part of them, which I have quoted, be
destructive of fealty to the state ; are they mbt
equally or more so, of the principles of morali-
ty and religion. If indeed the Bible be not a
forgery, and Christianiyy a fable, he who takes
these oaths runs the most awful of all risks,
that of being cast off' by his Creator in the life
to come : And especially when we connect with,
the promises, the blasphemous and horrible
penalties attached to their violation? These €

_penalties P shall add, as they stand connected
respectively with the several oaths of an Entered
Apprentice, a fellow Craft, and a Master Ma-
so'nO i N

A .
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ENTERED APPRENTICE.—«To all
which, I do most solemnly andsincerely promise
and swgar, without the least equivoeation, men-
tal reservation, or self-evasion of mind'in me
whatever, binding myself under no less PEN-
ALTY, than to have my throat cut across, my
tonguetorn out by the roots, and my body buws-
ried in the rough sands of the sea, at low water
mark,where the tide ebbs and flows twice vn twen-
ty-four hours: so help me God, and keep me

stedfast in the due performance of the same.”
,FELLOW-CRAFT.— To all which,” &c.
[as above] “ binding myself under no less PE-
NALTY, than to havemy breast torn cpen, and
my heart and vitals taken from thence, and
thrown over my left shoulder, and carried into
the'valley of Jehosaphat, there to become a prey
to the wild beasts of the field, and vultures of
e air, if ever 1 should prove wilfully Zuilty
of violating any part of thismy solemn oath,
or obligation of a fellow-craft mason ; so help

me Gog, and keep me steadfast in the due per- -

formance of the same ” =
ASTER MASON.—Toall which, &c. [as

:beforc] binding myself undernoless PENALTY

than to have mybody severed intwoin themidst,
and divided te the North and South,my bowels
burnt to ashes in the centre, and the ashes sgat-
tered before the four winds of heaven, that there
maght not the least track or trace ¢f rcmem-
brance remair among men or masons, of 50
potle and perjured a wretch as 1 should be,were

I cver to prove wilfully guilty of viokating any

pert of this, my solemn oath or obligation of a
Master mason.: so help me God,and keep me
stcadfast in the due performanee of the same.”

- -

B

«
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If these horrible oaths are not unlawful, and
punishable as misdemeanors at least, then eve-
ry man of common sense must perceive, that
our laws are extremely defective ; and it is high
time the attention of the Lemslature was be-
stowed upon the subject. But I maintain that
these obligations do fairly render .all who admi-
mster, or take them, liable to indictment and
conviction for misdemeanor, if.not felony—
(constructive felony they certainly are, by the
soundestrules of construction)*-and should any
complaint be made to a grand jury against any
officer or officers, member or members, of any
masonic lodge, for administering or receiving
these oaths, they would be obliged, by their

ths as Jurors, to indict the offenders.

I will fortify this position by reference to
a period of hlstory, in which a similar, if n®t
the same, question inall its bearings, became
the foundation of a series of statutes, framed
by our British Ancestors, to protect their civil
and political rights.

An Impervum in Imperio—in plain English,
an Empire within an Empire, or a governmerft
within a government—is not to be tolerated, ne-
ver can be safely tolerated, byany sovereignty
or people. But the Institution, whose oaths,
and obligations, or laws, are contradictory, and
in defiance of the municipal laws of the land,
is an Imperium in Imperio, toall intents and
purposes : such isthe Masonic Institution: An@
it was to prevent such an independent and dan-
gerous exercise of power within the realm of
England, that the statutes of Praemunire were
called into existence. They were intended to
suppress the Civdl Pawer of the Pors, ovethis

* See Appendix, N3te 11
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. adherents within the Empire ; although the Ro-
man Catholics had no secret assemblies, nor

. secret ties or rites, or mysteries of any kind,
calling upon them expressly or by implication,
or in any other shape, to conceal the crimes ofg
cach other against the assumed civil authority
of the Pope, or the legitimate civil supremacy
of the British constitution and constituted du-

" thorities,

The struggle between the Pope and the gov-
ernment, for the exercise of civil power, precise-
ly such as Ras been claimed and exercised by
the Free Masons, in Morgan’s case, so far as
that cave goes, agitated the DBritish.empire
through a- number of successive reigns, and
produced the most serious injuries to the peace
and tranquillity of the nation. Either in a civ
og ecclesiastical shape it kept the government
in constant broils, and consequent terror and
alarm, from the reign of Henry L. if no earlier,
down to that of Henry VIII. So far was this
Imperium in Imperio carried at one time, that
Pope Innocent III. demanded of John the re-
signation of his kingdom, as St. Peter’s Palri-
mony! and this extravagant demand was ac-
ceded to—and the pusillanjmous ¢ Monarch
re-accepted’ his sceptre from the hands of the
Papal Legate, to hold as the vassal of the Holy -
See, at the annual rent of a thousand marks:"”
And I venture to predict, that our government

ill yet be called upon by the G'rand Kings,

nd Grand High Priests of the Holy Order of

St. John of Jerusalem, to submit to similar

outrages, if they be not checked in their career.

Bat to return.. Algshough his predecessors had

tamely submitted to the Popish émperium in
@
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imperio, Edward L had the patriotism and the
spirit to make a bold, and to a great extent,
effectual resistance. He treated with contempt
and ridicule all Papal bulls and processes. He
aimed the axe at the root of the evil. He exe~
cuted one of his subjects, as a traitor, for hav~
ing obtained a bull of excommiunicatien against
another ; pretty much such a bull as was lately
issued by a masonic lodge against Mr. Hollis-
ter :* And finally, in the thirty-fifth year of his
reign, was made the first Statute against this
Cluckoo sort of intrusion or interference with
the civil laws and’ rights of the pegple; and’
which formed the foundation of all the subse-
quent statutes of Premunire. Although the
struggle was still carried on; yet the Pope was
worsted from time to time, till ke was obliged
torsurrender altogether his claims to' civil pows
er; and ﬁnali{’io that of ec.lesiastical. 'The
memory of Edward I. should never be oblite«
rated from the minds of Englishmen. He was
justly called the founder as well as restorer of”
- their laws: And notwithstanding Popish Sa~’
premacy had acquired a more dangerous in-
fluence, if possible, over the minds of a vast
portion of the people, than Masonic Supremacy -
has as yet acquired among us; “yet (in the’
language of Blackstone) it vanished into noth--
ing, when the eyes of the meople were a little
opened, and they set themselves with vigour to-
oppose it. So vain and ridiculous is the ats
tempt to live in society without acknowledging:
slie obligation, which it lays us under’; and to-
effect an entire independence of that civil stater
whieh protects us in all our rights,end gives:
" * See Mppend(z, Kate [2.

*
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us every other liberty, that only excepted of

despising the laws of the community.”
hus we see, my young countrymen, that the

Tiara was defeated in its attempts to keep up- -
a government within a government—a Papal =

Law, in opposition to the Municipal Law of the

land—by our British ancestors ; and let us, their-

posterity, take care that the Masonic Law shall
not triumph over our Municipal Law, by which-
Y mean here the whole system of constitutional

liberty, which was purchased for us by the-

blood of oyr fathrers: And'this brings me back.
once more to the Masonic Oaths.

These oaths, which bind those who take them:
to keep the secrets of masonry, right or wrong;

are not only unlawful, and therefore void ab

anitio (from the beginning) as the law has it ;.
but I go further, and by fair construction, be-
lieve them to be not merely mala prohibita—
acts of which human policy or expedrency only
demands the prohibition—but mala ¢n se—acts
wicked in themselves, and before the existence
of social compacts, being determined so by the
laws of God: For if it be a thing wicked in it-
self to murder a fellow-creature ; then it must
be so to administer or take an oath—whether
it be extra-judicial and unlawful or not—with
the penalty of death annexed to the breach of
it ; and on the part of tlose who take and
break it, to submit quietly to be murdered.
No duly constituted civil power can have the
right to administer such an oath, much less
any private secret assoctation. It is destruc-
tive of all the elements of social existence, in-
sulting to the moral sense of menkind, and to
the purity, benevolence and mercy of mim who
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ereated us. Away, then, for ever, with this hor-
rible notion, this moral, and political, if not re-
. Kgious heresy, that a Free Mason, or any other
man, has the right to set at defiance the Law
of God—T'Hou SHALT NOT COMMIT MURDER—DbYy.
contracting away his life, and thus voluntarily
consigning his. soul to efernal perdition, and’
fiinging from him (so far as his own act goes)
the all-gracious atonement of the Redeemer !
But enough, for the present, of the unlawful,.
barbarous and blasphemous oaths, which grace
the code of the “ most ancient and honourable
fraternity,” of which heayen or earth can boast,
if we believe the vain-glorious and fool-hardy
assertions of its inflated holiday trumpetors.
- I have thus shown sufficient, I presume, to
satisfy you,at lcast all of you who possess virtue:
and good sense, that you cannot enter into the
Masonic Association, withofit incufring the risk
of life, if conscience should afterwards prompt
you to perform- your duty fearlessly as men and
citizens——without violating that self-respect
which is one of the brightest gemg in the hu-
man character, so long as it does. not degene-
rate into vanity and false pride—~without incug-
ring the risk of losing the respect and esteem
& . . o . .
of society, by a course of dissipation—without
betraying the rights and liberties of your eoun-
try, by contracting obligations which destroy
your fealty to her civil and political laws: And
finally, that you cannot hold fellowship with
Free Masonry, unless the Bible be a forgery
and Christianity a fable, without violating your
duty to your Divine Creatqr and: Redeemer.
For all these sacrifices, which you must
make, if you join the Order in earnest, and
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zealously adhere to it, what adequate return
can Free Masonry make to you! [ answer, not
any-&not the shadow of a return. She can af-
ford you no rational entertainment in her dark
Tetreats ; no new principles of science ; no food
for the mind, or the soul, in her ridiculous mys-
teries. Science of her own she has none. All
her lights are borrowed. What she pretends
to hi®e from the world in her dark conclaves,
is not worth lifting the veil to come at, espe-
cially when she calls on you to loospn your
purse-strings, and squander your money for
every peep you take at her rusk-light « under
a bushel ”” What her trumpetors, her orators,
from those who are the most exalted in talent,
down to the wildest fanatical, or the meanest
hirelihg scribbler, who has wielded his pen in
justification' of her murderous career : what
- these, I say, have avowed as her principles, are
no more her property than they are yours or
mine. She stole them from the Mosaic code,
the pages of the Patriarchs and the Prophets—
from the Persian sua-worshippers; from the
heathen and fagan Philosophy; and the Chris-
tian Revelation! And how she has acted'up to
them, let her ‘midnight revels and debaucheries,
and~ the graves of her murdered victims an-
swer! We can follow her example, if base
enough to claim what is not our own, and steal
and borrow from the same sources, without
confessing the crime, or acknowledging tlie
ebligation. So far indeed from being her ewn,
she has not even the second-hand merit c;fpre-
serving them in their original purity and sub-
Timity. ‘They have fared mm her hands as the

]

'



45
brightest gem of Golconda would fare in ghe
soiled hand, the dusky grasp of a son of Vulean.
The universal and sublime principles of cha-
rity and benevolence which Plato, as well as
Paul, enforced at Athens, she limitsand contracts
to thopse only who have been taught in her scs-
entif{; retreats the grand operation of drawing
the righthand across the tip of the chin, and”
giving the pass-grip at the doors of her temples
of darknessand delusion. Asher benevolence
is stinted to her own house-hold, and her ehari-
ty begins at home ; so-is her chastity of the
same pure and immacu'ate description: hence
her noviciates, when they approach her noctur-
nal altars are sworn not to violate the gpersens
of the wives or daughters of. the mys#ic broth-
erhood, knowing them to be the wives or daugh-
tersof the sard brotherhood ; but are left at full -
liberty to seduce and corrupt, withagtthe shield
of any masonic tie for their psotection, the wives
and daughters of any or alé beyond the pale of
this brotherhood : these are her moxal and m-
tellectual beauties ! Her religion, it ig needfess
to speak of—for she has none—she mever had
any. Shecan embrace, with equal. grdor, thg
Riheist, the Deist, the disciples of the Arabi
Impostor, or the followers of Joanna Squthcote™
Luctrer himself would findgadmittance to her
honors, her rites and her mysteries, if he ba not
indeed the fatheref them, ifhe had but scrép or
silver in his purse, ta pay the fees of initiation.
Since, then, in her speculative, rgosal and intel-
lectual science, she can afford yownothing worgh
spending your time and your money for; sure-
1y you will not call upon her go teach yow the
operative or practigal use of tho squase and the
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compass, the guage and the bevil : For of these
again-she knows nothing more than their mere
forms, which she has learned from the hierogly-
* phics on her walls, or from seeing them in the
hands of those honest practical mechanics who
know how to use them, without any thanks to
herteaching ; and were she to attempt their
practical application, she would cdt the figure
of the monkey which in a barber’s shop had the
temerity to attempt the handling of a razor se-
cundem artem ! If, then, my young country-
men, for her speculative science, in its purity,
you must goto Moses and the Prophets—to Da-
vid and Solonfon—to Plato and Socrates—to
Jesus Céarist and his Apostles : so, forthe prac-
tical sciefice of masonry,you must call, not at
her door, but to that of some honest, industri-
ous and sensible brick-layer; to such a man °
you must gc in preference to any of her teach-
ers, many of *whom, in any sense, are scarcely
qualified for hod-mef, being as stupid as mules,
and as fgnerant as Hottentots. I profess no
classical eMucation, or discipline. Cast off an
orphan, witbout parent to guide, or friend, or
leenefactor, to aid me in commencing my careqg
'p life, thy youth was devoted to manual labor,
and my subsequent {ime has been full of busi-
ness, cares,pleasums and perplexities : but with
all these disadvantages, I fear not to challenge
the thost learned clrampion of her cause, to show
a single feature in her system, which is worth
preserving, and [ will show thatit does not be-
long to her; thratshe is indebted forit to other
sources than herrown prolific invention or ge-
nids ; and finally,that she has not, in anysense
whatever, the least pretension $0 ‘the gratitude
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of the mechanie, the respeet of the philosopher,
or the veneration of the saint. To test the
truth of what I here advance, 1 think I may
safely trust to your own good sense, if you re-
flect, for a moment, that the tree is known by its
fruit; and will take the pains, whenever you see
one of her pageants, or processions, movin
through the streets, to discriminate betweenthe -
mer of talents and intelligence who compese it,
and those who are stupid, illiterate, and igno-
rant ; you will probubly pereeive that five out of
six belong to the latter class: And if you look
again at thosewho as Grand Masters, Graad
High Priests, and Grand Kings, take the lead
.m this courtly pageantry, which she has intredu-
ced among us ;. it is equally probable tlmat these
&G'rand Pillars of a would-be Nobility (saving,
perhaps, two or three cunning speculators) are
as stupid, illiterate, and ignorant as their blind
followers : For would any man of sense, I ask~
you, in a republican government, and especially
a man friendly to such government, dress himy
self up and parade through the streets, withowgt
a blush, in the paraphern~liaof an Eastern Mo-
narch ! But as these men, with no pretensions
to education, taste, or native genius, and who
hardly know, in the language of Shakspeare,
* a hawk from a handsaw,” are the speeial favo-
sites of  this modern “ whore of Babylon,” on
whose  forehead is written MYSTERY ; are
clothed in her scarlet rolest have risen tethe
highest degrees in her mystic tewples; and
stand forth the avowed and «dmitted Aighes?
dignitaries, who wear her official honors ; does -
3t not follow, that her seience, and. her secrets
maust be very lake indeed to a “ daw of smeall
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things,” or a night of mistand darkness, thro'
which may be seen, now and then, a straggling
and solitary ray of moonshine!

Let her away, then, my young countrymen,
with her quackery, her trumpery, her fraud ard
her falsehood, her trick and her tinsel, to the
dark caverns of the Druids, which she inhabit-
ed, ere she landed oo our shores, te pollute our
atmosphere with her moral contagion, corrupt
our civil and political institutions, insult our
ears with her blasphemies, and staip our soil
with the*blood of innocence: And let me con-
jure ﬁ;u, if you wish for useful instruction,
instead of seeking for it at her dark altars,
to repair to the real temples of wisdom and
virtue—¥he scientific schools, academies and
colleges—the religious meeting houses, chur-
ches and chapels of your country. If from
the former (the latter being free toall) any of
‘you are excluded by your circumstgnceg and
conditien in life ; then procure, if within' your
reach, an Address, delivered at the opening of
the Apprentices Library, in Albany, Jan. 1st.
-1821. In that work ispointed out sucha course
of* study-for youth, not in circumstances to pay
for learning, as will qualify any one who pur-
sues it, with the aid of a good native mind, to
mingle with eredit to himself in amy society,
however intelligent’or refined, and to fill to ad-
vantage,at least, if not to shine, in any station
to which his country m#ty call him.* ~

In imdgination at least, I now hear you ask,
if fdee Masonry be so worthless,why ¢id Wasn-
iNeToN rank himself among its members !'—
' The.answeris easy. Itisa pretence of the Or-
PER, that itnever invites or solicits any person

® See Appendis, Note 13,
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directly or indirectly, to become a member : but
this I know to be false by my own experience ;
and T could multiply a thousand proofs of its
falsehood, with very little difficulty, if I thought
it impostant to do so. W asHINGTON, therefore,
might have been seduced into it, as thousands
have been to their ruin and regret. But if this
.be not the fact, still I am at no loss for an an-
‘swer, and a very conclusive one, though it re-
flects no honor upon Free Masonry. Was-
INGTON, like a theusand other men, yea, tens of
thousands, heard of an institition which vaunt-
ingly inscribed MYSTERY on its portals; and
which affected the knowledge of wonderful se-
crets, calculated to make all #ose who shofitd
possess them both the wiser and the better for
the discovery. WasnineTON, who was a ma-
thematician by nature, aswell as a man of genjgs,
was of course, more than the generality of man-
kind, in search after truth or wisdom ; for the
disciples of Euclid, and of Archimedes, are of
all others the most eager to come at conclu-
sions founded literally and strictly on expeli-
ence. Washington, therefore, in conformity to
that spirit of curiosity which is nagural, in the
first place, to all the brighter part of our spe-
cies, an& hence is so predeminant among wo-
men ; but which in him existed with ¢wo-fold
force from his love of mathematical science :
Washington, I say, under these impressions)
which are always irresistible, determined to ex-
plore the mysteries, the hidden treasures' of
wisdom, which Free Masonry was supposed to
possess. He did so. But where is the evi~
dence that he learned any thing useful, which:
he did not know before, and better kngw than
5 .
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he could learn it at her altars. In her thread-
bare remnants,-her hieroglyphical fragments, of -
experimental or demonstrative science or art,
could he who had mastered Euclid and Emer-
son, find any hidden or concealed lightg And
as to her speculative, or moral seience, or prin-
ciples (if speculation deserves in any shape the
name of science,) could the sage who had fol-
"lowed Moses and the Prophets, and the Priests
of Israel to the seats of the lawgiver, and the
temples of the living God ; who, in profane lore,
had communed with Demosthenes and Cicero
at the forum and in the senate ; whose mind *
had commingled with the spirits of Socrates
ané of Plato, ingtheir labours of the academic
shades; whase intuitive genius had followed
Newton in his sublime theory of gravitation;
Logke in his unparalleled rescarches into the
nature of the human intellect; and Bacon, the -
father of Modern Science, in the profound
depths of his inductive philosophy : And final-
ly, could the Patriarch, as well as the Heiv of -
higgcountry, who had drank deep at the Foun-
tain of Light, which emanated from the Divine
Mission of the Redegmer of Mankind; forWash-
ington, to the valour of the hero, the virtue of the
“patriot, and the wisdom of the sage, adfled the
faith and the graces of the Christian; and was not
ashamed, with all his igperishable glory,to take
up the cross, and bearitmeekly inthe presence of
hiscountry and his God—could such a man,I ask,
thus gifted, thus endowed, both by nature and
education—could he, the Christian Philosopher,
the profound scholer, the great naturalist, the
destined Father of -hjs Country, find a solitary
rill ox spring, at.which to allay much less to
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slake his thirst for improvcment, in the scien-

tific and moral deserts which comprise the
domains of Free Masonry? I boldly answer,
- NO; he could not; he did not. And did
\Vashmgton ever bend his mind upon Free
Masonry, after he had been permitted, for a
price, to lift the veil which concealed her ¢ aw-
ful and- sublime mysteries,” as they are styled
by some of her noodle-headed holiday trum-
peters? To this again, I boldly answer, NO.

The gravity of his character ; the calm and
sedate wisdom that sat upon his brow ; the
dignity of soul which had placed him at the
head of a Republic, and the love of truth, which
had ever been his ruling passion, at once and
forever forbade him to seek any further inter-
_course with the disciples of the ORrDER, as such,

or to continue his devotions at their altars of .
ignorance, quackery and imposture. I will ven-
ture to assert, that GEORGE W asHINGTON, after
his initiation, never entered a Lodge Room with
any other view than that of mere social inter-
course, or common-place courtesy : nor do 1
believe, that he ever entered it with' these views
ten times in the course of his long aad invalu-

able life. Masonic Editors, and Masonic Ora-
tors, boast of his fellowship with the fraternity,
and give, as a proof of it, the polite reply which
he once made to an address from a lodge.
The address was one of these common-place
affairs, which happen almost every day; and
the answer was of course such as a well-
bred man, and especially a benevolent man,
“would always give on a similar occasion.
The laws eof Free Masonry had not at that
.time compelled the murder of Morean ; nor
had her other midnight murders of SmiTa and
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Murpock been brought to llght ¥ T will vouch
for it, that were that immortal sage, hero, patriot
and chnsuan, now among us, he would blush to
the cheek bone, to beseen clothedin the trappings
of the usurping and blood-stained Ororr. I
doubt, indeed, whether he ever was seen clothed
" in those trappings. The native dignity of his
soul revolted at all unmeaning, frivolous and
contemptible pageantry; and his philosophic
mind, his enviable, lofty and sublime genius,
soared as far above all the petty and the paltry
science, the stolen and disjointed fragments, or
gmgerbread work, of speculative Masonry, as
the majestic eagle of our clime, soars beyond
all meaner birds: Yes, I repeat it, as the flight
of the eagle is to that of the titmouse or the
sparrow, was the soul of George Washington
_ above the pretended secret science, and the ful-
some, degradmg, and mysterious rites of Free
Masonry!

But still more effectually to. depme Free
Masonry of the support she derives from the
name of WasHiNgToN, I shall mow turn that
justly venerated name directly against her 3
and for this purpose it is only necessary to

. rafer to the farewell address of the Father of
his Country. Ip a former work of mine I said
—* whenever posterity shall be so lost, as to
forget the virtues of those times, and degene-
rate into slaves, the Legacy of Washington
will prove the torch that shall light them to the
tombs of their fathers, and the temples of liber-
ty.” But little did I think, when thus express-
ing myself, that without waiting for posterity,
it WOuld m my own day, become my own la-

® See Appendix, Note 13,
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bour, and my sacred duty, to hold up that work
as a beacon to my young countrymen, to warn
them from the paths of perdition, the nocturnal
conclaves of licentiousness and corruption ;
whence I venture to predict will yet emerge,
clothed in the robes, and wearing the sword
of royalty, the first UsurpERr, whoever he may
be, that shall trample our liberties in the dust,
and erect a throne upon their ruins. Such, at.
least, will be the event, if the people do not
take time by the forelock, and provide an ef-
fectual constitutional remedy, or preventative :
this, in my humble opinion, would be -best
effected, by amending our constitutions, both -
state and federal, so that no man should be-
allowed to hold any office of honour or profit,
under them, who would not, in assuming the
duties of it, swear to and subscribe a declara-
tion—in addition to the oath or oaths now in °
use—that he was not them a MEMBER, and
would not thereafter become oNE of any SE-
GRET, SELF-CREATED COMBINATION whatsoever.
Some constitutional provision like this, but

more guarded, perhaps, as well as more dilated,
s0 as not to infringe upon the liberty of the
citizen, in attempting the more effectually to
secyre it, I do not hesitate to say, is indispen-
_sable to the salvation of our civil and political
rights. Without it they are sure to fall eveht-
‘ually beneath the bloody sword of some vsure-
BR—some GRaxp King—some Knreur of the
Rep Cross, or the Brack Banngr, or the HoLy
GHost !—(blasphemous as it is, this is_gne of
the titles of Free Masenry)—as that|I now
raise my warning voice, to prevent you, my
young countryme;n, from becoming the dupes
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and the victims of deception, and the laws of
God and my country from being again trampled
upon, as they lately have been with impunity,
by bru‘al masonic ruffians, and midnight con-
spirators !

But to return :— What says the Farewell Ad-
dress, the invaluable LEGacy, bequeathed us by
the Fataer or mis counrtry ! It warns us, in
that clear and emphatical language, whichcha-
acterises all that Washington ever said or wrote,
to ¢ BEware oF SECRE'T' ASSOCIATIONS,
under whatever plausible character,” because
“they are liable to become, in the course of time
and things, potent engines, by which cunning,
ambitious and unprincipled men will be enabled
to subvert the power of the people, and usurp to
themsclves the reins of government.” In the
language of a brother Editor, and one of the
few who deserve well of their country on this
quéstion—I mean the Editor of the Morristown
Palladium of Liberty—*“ When we hear him
[ Washington] uttering a farewell warning to

his, countrymen, to BEWARE or SECRET
COMBINATIONS, what arewe to suppose he '

means! Was ita dream of the imagination that
flitted before the mind of the illustrious sage—
or was it somereality, the effects of whicle he
dreaded! What sECRET cOMBINATION exzisted in
our country at that time, except Masonry '—
And who was so likely to understand its dan-
gerous tendency, as he who understood its mys-
ferious energies! We have never writtena sene
ténce so severe against masons: And we again
ask, for whom was itintended by Washington,

the great, the good, the prudent, if not for the’

masonic fraternity ! unless intended for them, it

\
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could mean nothing ; and Washington never-
uttered a caution. when no danger threatened.”
Well may 1 now exclaim, that the time has al-
ready arrived, when the LEcacy of Washington
must preve the torch, that shall light us to the
tombs of our fathers,and the temples of liberty!
And now itis,”perhaps, time that you ask—If
the science and the secrets of Free Masonry be
- so-worthless, why was the hapless Morgan kid-
napped and murdered for publishing a part of
the latter, and threatening to publish the rest?
This question is likewise easily answered.
The ill-informed, uneducated, or weak men,
who think them valuable—and whose weakness
- and delusion are to be pitied by all generous
minds—are in general seriously and fanatically
attached to them. 'This portion, you may rea-
sonably suppose, constitutes a vast majority of
the Order. On the other hand, the knaves and
hypocrites, who know their emptiness and
worthlessness, but who nevertheless make
money by retailing them ; they see clearly, in
such revelations as those of Morgan, the total
deStruction of their craft—their trade. These
are the genuine, if not lineal, descendants of De-
metrius, the silversmith, who played the same
game .80 successfully at Ephesus, in the time
of the Apostle Paul, who was accused by this
Demetrius of spoiling his ‘trade, in the same
manner that Morgan has- spoiled the trade of
his modern posterity—by telling the truth,
Then, ‘again, the designing politicians, who
laugh in their sleeves at the folly, and perhaps
secretly despise the knavery of too many of -
their < brethren ;”’ nevertheless find, or at least
have found, in by-gone times, their popularity

L4
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and power, in exchanging the due-guards, and
grips, and genuflexions—(like those of a mon-
key’s tail)—with the weak vessels of the Order
—the children of six feet~~who sip the genuine
milk of masonry with the pap spoons of Jachin
and Boaz! ‘I'his brief reply to the last ques-
tion, is sufficient, I trust, to satisfy you, why
Morgan was murdered : And if thus satisfied,
let me earnestly entreat’you, my young country-
men, as you revere the tombs and the memo-
ry of your ancestors, as you love the liberty,
which they bled and died to establish, as you
believe in the religion of your blessed Re-
deemer, and hate the devil, and all his works
of darkness ; not only to abstain from Free Ma-
sonry yourselves, but to withhold your votes at
the polls from all who do not renounce it open-
ly, or convince you that they are beyond the
reach of its malign influence. The universal
prevalence of such a spirit as this, I deem es-
sential to the preservation of our republican in-
- stitutfons : For having seen what Masonry has
done, we know what she is capable of doing ;-
and may clearly perceive what she will do here-
after, if the present excitement be not kept up
against her, till she renounces her midnight
orgies and altars, her fulsome and wicked mys-
teries, and her Jesuitical designs; or is totally
defeated in them by the good sense and pa-
triotism of the community.

Having taken this brief view of Free Ma-
sonry—brief, indeed, but.true so_far as it goes
—let us take a look—a mere glimpse must suf- .
fice for the present—at the secret history of
her temples of dissipation and delusion.

What is the seeret history of most of the

A
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Lodges whieh have been established among us ?
Is it such as to command our respect for the pu-
rity of their origin ; for the motives which have
actuated those who were the firstto procure their
eharters, and commence their operations. As
to the grand source of all the present state and
local charters, or c(ﬁstitutions, in this country,
we find it to have been a G'rand Convention—
for every thing connected with the Lambskin
Order, is necessarily grand—held at Hartford,
onthe fourth Wednesday of January 1798, and
composed of delegates from all the Northern
States, including New-York. - It is indeed re-
markable, that Hartford should have been the
seat of a Masonic, as well as a Blue Light, con-
spiracy againstthe laws and liberties of this
country ; and it is to be hoped, that a people,
so respectable, virtuous and enterprising, may
yet take measures to wipe off for ever the odium
of having given birth to two such monsters in
the Moral World, as modern Masonry and
blue-light Federalism: But be this as it may, if
we éxamine, for a moment, the cause which has
produced the multiplication of lodges, till we
meet with-one or more, in almost every small
village throughout the country; we shall find
them to have been the offspring of the meanest
of motives, as they have invariably become the
prolific parents of the worst of vices, if not the
vilest of crimes. '
Whenever and wherever a village starts up,
morality and good order, aswell asreligion and
piety,very properly require the erection of a
church : -this is consonant to virtue, reason and
sound policy, as well as the duty we owe to our
God. The spire of the village church, is the
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first thing which strikes the eye of the pious tra-
veller; and as it modestly rises, pointing to -the
Christian’s heaven, he beholds in it an emblem
of the hope within him, and a pleasing proof of
the progress of piety and civilization.

The next thing. if not in order of time the
first, which though a convenience to the travel-
ler, too often beeames a nuisance to the neigh-
borhood, is the erectionof a tavern : And what
next ! The village does not always grow
rapidly—the travelling is not always gooed—
and there are sometimes but few travellers,
when it is good : in proportion, too, as the
church flourishes, the tavernfades. The land-
lord finds his custom not quite equal tohis wants,
much lesshiswishes Something must be done
——sgome contrivance hit upon—and our countfy-
men are not backward at contrivance—to in-
_ ctease his custom and his coffers, to. diffuse in {
larger quantities the stimulus which fills his kegs
and decanters ; and to pocket in return the loose
change of the way-faring man, or the fool who
heeds not the warning voice of the Prophet—
Wo unto them that rise up early in the morn-
ing, that they may follow strong drink.

Our wary Landlord, therefore, if he be not a
Free Mason—if he has never known the myste-
rious sensations that seize the young and ar-
dent “candidate,” when he learns to lisp those
sublime cabalistics, JacHiy and Boaz—imme-
diately determines to beeome a member of the
Lambskin fraternity. -Full of the matter, he
loses no time in repairing to the next village
or city, or wherever there is a Noodle Manu-
Jfactory established, and gets himself initiated
into the sublime mysteries of the ancient and
honorable Craft. To do justice to his head,
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however, he does not mean to become a Noo-
dle himself; but to learn the art of making
IVoodles of others. 'The bright eye—the daz-
zling sun—the milder crescent,and the seven lit-
tle twinkling stars, are now seen to decorate his
sign-board, which almost feels amazed at find-
ing itself the bearer of so many gilded and
mysteriots images ; and which are held out as
so many monitors to the traveller, or villager,
that within there dwells a man, whose heart is
'so generous and tender, that he wiil feast them
‘on the smiles of benevolence, ds well as the
sweets of small-beer, brandy and beef-steaks.

Brother Lambskin is now fully prepared to
give the sign manualat the tip of the chin, and
the mysterious grip ; and to seduce those, who
are so wise as to know how to anwser his signals,
to rise up carly inthe morning to buy his strong
drink. But as there may not be enough of such
asses or cattle, in the village or vicinity, to make
the speculation equal his benevolent design in
joining the fraternity ; he soon recollects, that
he has a garret entirely vacant, inhabited only
now and then by a few erratic rats and mice,
and perhaps a half-starved cat, (watching for
her prey in the upper story, as her master watch-
¢s for his below,) not one of which has ever
turned its attention to the mysteries of mason-
vy ; but which are now in a fair way to meet on
a level with the sons of light; for @r ingenious
publican has hit upon the expedient of turning
his empty garretinto a Lodge Room, getting a
clerter from the Grand Lodge—that focus of
injquity and corruptions and himself,with two or
three of s sly associates, consgituted master,
wardens, agd$réasurer, andthe laat;hot she lopg

4§
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important objeet,but rather one of “the chief keys
of the concern.” He now begins to realise the
fruition of his golden dreams in joining the Or-
der. He goes to work, in good earnest, at ma-
‘king free masons, as well as retailing Julips—
and every “blind candidate” that he leads to the
-altar, adds one to his Julip customers!

Thus the young and heedless villager is first
lured to the door, whose steps lead down to the
gates of hell '—industrious mechanics are se-
duced from their workshops—the farmer, in the
vicinity, is taught to think more of prying inte
the secrets of the lodge, than of ploughing his
land—wives are deserted by their husbands, at
a time when their society is most expected at
the domestic fire-side—and children are left te
go ragged, and without sustenance or educa-
tion—that our Grand Village Necromancer,
our wholesale and retail dealer in Mystery,
Moonshine and Mixed Ligquors, may revel and
wax fat, and flourish upon all this folly and
wickedness of his own creation: And thus,
when compared with the truly useful and indis-

_ pensable village church, the old saw is com-
pletely realised :— '

“ Wherever God erects a house of prayer, )
- % The Devil comes, and builds a temple there.”

Our hero is now in the full tide of successful
experiment; and the sun, moon, and twinkling
stars on his @gn-board, gre but faint emblems
of his aspiring hopes. With a troop of Noo-
dles at his heels, he emerges fromthe bar room
to the bench, as a Justice of the Peace, or ®
County Judge; or leaps over the head of mang
a better, man ingo-the halls of legislation, as a

laggggivey tollgepeope ! Well mdy die putoa
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a solemn face, as Cromwell did when . stooping
to find his cork-screw, he made his fanatical in-
truders believe he was kneeling to pray; well, I
say, may our hero, when surrounded by l}ls
dupes in the garret, sing withall needful gravity
and grimace :—
« Hail Masonry divine ;
Gl.ry.of ages shine,
L}ng mayst thou reign :
Where’er thy lodges stand,
May they have great command,
And always grace the land,
Thou art divine )” -

This is a brief, but pretty fair history of the
rise and progress of perhaps nine tenths of our
country temples of fatuity : motives of a simi-
lar nature, bearing, in many cases, upon differ-
ent objects, both political and mercenary, have
no doubt given rise to all the city Lodges, from
the GRAND FOCUS, tothe most insignificant
retreat of midnight mystery and moral turpi-
tude. B

For example, let ustake a glance at the AL-
BANY LODGE, some thirty years ago.

In the olden time of purity and simplicity,
when the population of Albany was composed
whollyof a strictly industrious, moral and reli-
gious people, so silly and so wicked a thing as

Free Masonry, 1 presume, was not thoughtof -

among them. Qur ancient Burghers had toe
much gdod sense to be attracted by such a con-
temptible illusion ; and too muchxof good old -
Netherland honesty and piety to think of spee-
ulating in so vile a commodity. There was in-
deed between the stern virtue of the Pilgrims,
who first landed on Plymouth Rock, and the
spirit of theé early settlers of Albany, so strong
6. ’ .



aresemblanee—that deeply is it to be regretted,
that their posterity have not all imbibed’ and
¢cherished the love of truth, the undefiled integ-
rity, the sober, moral and industrious habits,
and the unaffected piety, which animated and
" sustained, through so many perilsand privations,
"those early and intrepid visitants to the shores
of abarbarousand benighted region. Itis pro-
bable, however—I have not time at presentto
ascertain the fact precisely—that during the
war of 56, or some other military epoch, Free
- Masonry may have slyly crept in among the Al-
banians, through the agency of the epaulette :
for it has been one of the successful artifices of
the Craft, to teach young soldiers, that they
would derive advantage in the hour of peril or
extremity from its due-gards and grips. In
fact, when they find appeals to the curiosity and
oredulity useless, they can stoop to alarm the
. cowardice of those whom they wish to ensnare.
The Graxp Lobce of the state, it appears,
received itsfirst charter from the Duke of Athol,
dated London, 5th September, A. L. (year of
Light) 5781.* To have said A. D. (yeax of our
Lord) 1781, would not have comported with
the Ducal, the Royal origin of an Institution,
which soars above the humble, though heaven-
born religion of our Redeemer. But be this
‘as it may, Free Masonry, I believe, madeno fi-
gure in Albany. till aftgr the close of the revolu-
tion. Noboc& heard of it—nobody thought of
it—nobody would have thoughtof it—had it not
been for a clever Dutch Lawyer, who wanted to
multiply his clients, and a shrewd yankey tavern®
keeper, willing to increase his bar-room circle «
these sage calculators put theirheads together ;
¢ See Appendix, Note 14, A



and having themselves learned the “ art, tyade
and mystery” of the Craft, they soon persua-
ded a few simple and ctedulous men, that they
could open theircyes to a marvellouslight, which
they had under a bushel, ina "eertain garret.—
Thus the revival commenced. o
~..Shortly after, there came along—{in 1791-92)
—a very ingenious brother Yankey of mine, with
whom I had been slightly acquainted before he
‘settled here, who worked in leather and paste-
“board on some occasions; at paper-staining on
others; and like many of our sun-rising brethren,
" knew how to make an honest penny at the same
time in several other ingenious but lawful pur-
suits. To do him justice, he had a versatility of
falent; and nature had bountifully endowed him
with sagacity and foresight. He had read Ja-
chin and Boaz, honest Samuel Pritchard’s JMe-
sonry Dissected, the Three Distinct Knocks, and
several other luminous treatises, and none the
more luminous for being true portraits of Free
Masonry! He perceived, at a single glance, that

those who could believe, for a moment, in the
utility of such trash and mummery, must be fit
subjects for him to speculate upon: hence he
was not long in making up his mind to join the
aforesaid Lawyer and Publican, that a trio might
be formed who could very adroitly aid each
other’s views. The coalition was no sooner con-
ceived than it was consummated, and our hero
was elevated (being a rare genius) in the twink-
ling of an eye, to the higﬁest, or one of the
higiest niches in the Temple of Wisdom. He
now commenced in earnest the plan he had
formed, before he exchanged the mysterious grip
with his new associates. My brother Yaukey,
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as I said before, was an ingenious workman in
. leather and lambskins; and as every new-born
babe in Masonry would want a bib, or apron,
the more “blind candidates,” he ushered into the
marvellovs light of Brother * * * * *°s mysterious
garret, the more aprons he sold. He employed
at one time half the young seamstresses in the
city, at stitching on the borders, and finishing
off these bibs for the babes and sucklings of the
mystic tie; but this was not the only source of
emolument which my sun-rising brother found in
the pleasant walks of the fraternity: he was,
the reader will bear in mind, a paper-stainer,
as well as a dresser of lamb-skins, and conse-
quently the more lodges that were chartered, the
more of his coloured paper was called for to
decorate their altars and their walls! What uni-
versal charity! What expanded benevolence!
The Shylock of Shakspeare was a simpleton to
this speculator in masonic decorations, signals
and symbols ! :

. It is the property, if not the peculiar proper-
ty of such charity and benevolence, to spread
rapidly ; it meets with too much congeniality of
feeling in the human breast; and so it happened
at this time. " There was a very ingenious painter,
also one of my sun-rising brethren, who then in-
habited a gloomy retreat, in a narrow lane, where
he enjoyed scarce light enough by which to
mix his colours; and where, like Shakspeare’s
apothecary, between whom and my friend there
was a striking resemblance, he would languish,
almost without hope, if not in absolute despair, -
week after week, if not month after month, with-
out having his dark hole, though it was the re-
treat of genius, illumined by the smile of an
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amateur, much less of a patron. The reader
will, therefore, not be surprised to learn, that
this son of geunius and obscurity, soon discover-
ed, that the Lamb-skin bibs, or aprons, were not
complete—not fit to adorn the persons of the
sons of Light—till, by the aid of the pencil and
the pallet, their spotless and virgin white was
made to yield, in part, to the coloured and gild-
ed forms of certain sublime hieroglyphicks, at
the sight of which the eyes of a new-born babe in
masonry (as well as the opticsof an old N oodle?
will glisten like those of a-cat in a coal-barrel.
Our worthy painter, of course, found it the best
thing he could do—(seeing the solitary state of
his shop—of which he would often mutter—

In this dark solitude, and lonely ctli,
Where heaven-born genius and starvation dwell !¥)

—to join, without delay, the grand trio, who had
already got their sublime vocation in the full tide
of successful experiment! The son of the pencil
and the pallet, was soon seen arm in arm with
the Paper Gilder, and with the further aid of a
. Five Dollar bill, perhaps the last relic of his New-
England fortunes, got the word and the grip, the
alpha and omega of masonic science, and was
hailed by the brotherhood as a worthy disciple
of the Lamb-skin! Oh! how unfortunate for
enius, to be driven to degrade itself, to descend
%rom its native dignity, and to' seek fellowship
with- ignorance, and quackery, in quest of pa-
tronage ! ,
I ‘just now recollect, that I am running a little
ahead of my story: but truth will tell as well in
" -one part of a history as another: it is falsehood-

* See Appendiz, Note 15
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only that can blur any page. Before the paint--
er’s eyes were opened to the marvellous hLght,
which shines on and about the altars of the
Craft, there was another worthy sun-rising broth-
er of mine (four Yankeys to one Dutchman) who,
as the old song says,

¢ Made hats gpon blocks, for blockheads to wear.”

This honest adventurer, who had been journey-
man to the Publiean already alluded to, before
the latter left off handling fur, to retail madeira
and manufacture Free Masons, was quick to per-
ceive—and what is it that one of my keen Yenkey
brethren is not quick to perceive—that if Free
 Masonry did not make blockheads, it took in
slick enough, all it could catch ready made in
the natural way. He had emerged from jour-
ney-work, and opened shop on his own account.
The main chance occupied his thoughts, as it
does those of all pains-taking men. He had a
room full of blocks, for which, in the infancy of
his business, he had buf+little if any use ; and
which, as they were ranged round his shelves,
in silent and solemn order, very naturally put
him in mind of a Lodge in session—

¢ Where one fool lolls his tongue ot at another,
¢ And shakes his empty noddle at his brether !

My good-friend—for all these personages were
my friends and companions—was, I repeat it,
quick to perceive, that to find heads for his
blocks, the masonic lodge room was the place
to resort to, aftei’the toils of the day; and hav-
ing fully counted the cost, as well as the conse-
quence, he marched forward, not with the zeal
of a pilgrim, with peas in his shoes, going te

| e
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wait upon ¢ our Lady of Loretto ;* or that of et
honest missionary among the Esquimauz, who
cheerfully runs the risk of being scalped for the
good of a good and holy cause; but with the
cool sagacity of the Beaver, and the calculation
of a Wall-street Shaver, did'my friend announce
himself at the inner door of the temple, with the
Shibboleth of Jachin or Boaz in his mouth; I for-
get which; for I don’t recollect, whether it was
just before, or shortly after, SmiTh, of Vermont,
was morganised for disclosing those cabalistic
‘terms in this country; and when they were
transposed, by official communication from lodge
-to lodge, to keep book masons from getting im
among the Lamb-skins, and the wolves in sheep’s
clothing. But be this as it may; the honest hat-
ter pronounced the magic word, and the awful.
response admonished him to enter, when

“ On a sudden, open flew )
With impetuous recoil, and jarring sound,
Th’ infernal doors :”

But our hero was not alarmed—he entered, -
not so much “ with fear and tremhling,” as with a
- lively ‘hope, that his idle blocks would soon start
from their resting shelves, and be seen to bloom
and flourish in the richest of beaver, to deﬁ& the
noddles of the Entered Apprentices, and Fellow-
Craftsmen, and Masters, and Grand Masters, and
Grand H.gh Priests, and Grand Kings, and other
* allustrious digiitaries, who swell the catalogue of
the Noodle JVobility of the self-created Order !
These were the FIVE Scribes and Pharisees,
who carried on, for a long while, the old Noodle
Manufictory in North Pearl-street, and afterwards
in Court-street. It-was about this time that Bar~

fingp
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*¥as and his associates formed the Executive Di-
" rectory of France, and were called the Five
Headed Monster ; and I well recollect, jumbling
§reat things and small ones, that more than once
- I amused myself in comparing the operations of
the great Five Headed Monster, of Paris, with the
little Five Headed Monster, of Albany. The one
played off Political Quackery on a great scale;
the other Masonic Quackery on a small scale.
Under the auspices of the little Five Headed
JMonster the work went bravely on. Every Pub-
lican, who came to town, was sure to find his way
to Union Lodge, happily so called, from the gene-
rous and noble spirited union of so many various
and disinterested terests. A Dutch Lawyer, and
a shrewd one too; a Yankey Tavern Keeper, who -
knew ‘something more than “a hawk from a
handsaw ;” a Yankey Book Binder, who had
studied mankind, as well as Pritchard’s Masonry
Dissected, and knew precisely when and where
to commence the art of making Lamb-skin aprons;
a Yankey Painter, who knew how to make them
‘shine with the Iusignia of the Ducal Order ; and
a Yankey Hatter, who knew where to find block-
heads to suit his empty blocks;—these formed
altogether a rare ¢ brotherhood of hope,” as well
as of “mutual help.” :
As I said before, these « choice spirits” of the
den, took good care to bring every country Pub-
kican, who came to town, where he could get the
word and the grip; where he could have his
eyes opened to the glorious light—the « divine
art” of selling two gills of rum where he sold but one
before! And where was the honest Publican, who
would not come post-haste, especially at that
early stage of our back populatien, from Sacon-
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daga, Caughnawaga, the peak of the Hellsberg, old

Beaver Dam, or Skunk’s Misery, to learn a secret
of so much importance to himself at least, if not
to the great family of mankind! No sooner were
the eyes of the Pilgrim opened, at the altar of
the little Five Headed Monster, than he would re-
turn, brim-full of mystery and moonshine; and
go' to opening the eyes of his &nd neighbours,
with one hand, to the sublime light he had im-
bibed in an Albany garret, whilst with the other
he would as often and as speedily close them
with sixfenny opiates from his brandy or gin
bottle! I am writing sober history—if not a his-
tory of sober things—as true, if not so dignified
as that of Hume or Gibbon, Robertson or Ram-
say; and certain [ am as necessary to be studied
by every American youth, who wishes to pass
through life without being made the dupe of a
get of vile impostors.

But to return to our Sacondaga, or Caughna-
waga Pilgrim; or the one from Skunk’s Misery,
alias Old Jericho—I knew him well—he is no fic-
titious personage on this page—or in short, to
any one of these Pilgrims :—having thus learned
the way to make the most of his mixed liguors,
from his benevolent brethren and preceptors of
Albany, and concluding, like a grateful man—a
rare thing in these days—that “one good.turn
deserves another,”—and the fine arts, much less
the sciences, having at that day made but little if
any progress in the country; it was proper, as
well as natural, for him to send to them—the
- Five Masonic Sachems in Albany—all such of his
children of light as had occasion to fee counsel
learned in the law—to get lamb-skin aprons
made and painted for the next festival of Saint
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John—to mount a new roram or beaver—or to -
obtain a night’s lodging and refreshment, while
transacting their businesg here, or waiting for a
asia;ge in some sloop about sailing for New-
ork! : , :

Thus the mystical science flourished, with my
sun-rising brethren, who had travelled west, in-
stead of east, in search of light, and had found
as much of it as answered their purgoses; for
they reaped a rich harvest from seed sown in
darkness—nor did my old friend, the Dutch Law-
yer, have reason to regret the happy union, in-
which he long travelled with them in the de--
lightful paths of brotherly love and successful specu—
lation !

I now come to a point, at which I should
pause, were it not that I have.calmly reviewed
my past life ; and am fully prepared both to ac- .
knowledge and renounce, any or all of the errors
I have ever committed; the greatest of which, I
am certain, was that of joining the masonic fra-
ternity, and taking the obligations, which it im-
poses. _

It was by my brother'Yankey, the Paper Stainer,
who soon became, if it be not irreverent, as well
as paradoxical to say so, “a burning and a shining
Light” in the dens of darkness!—It was by this
, (iand High Priest, and afterwards I believe
Grand King, that I was led to obtain a glimpse
of the glories. that beam with such sublime efful-
gence within the four walls of a Lodge, and the
reaeh of a “cable-tow !” .

F need not tell you, my young countrymen, that
I never thanked him for leading me into the
mysterious lore of the fraternity ; especially when.
I inform you, as a solemn fact, as well as a sol-
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emn warning, that when I was weak enough to
spend my time and money, in going through four
degrees of the “ Divine Science,” the High Priest
of the Proud Order, who date their charters, and
their puerile records, from the year of Light, in-
stead of the year of our Lord—actually catechised
me, it the sublime mysteries, from the pages of that
masterpiece of masonic wit and wisdom, of which
you have lately heard a good deal, entitled—J a-
cHIN and Boaz!—Yes, and what man of common
sense, who is not a mason, will not be astonished
to hear it—and what man of common honesty
will not feel indignant at the vile Impostors—I
was taught three degrees of the “sublime science,”
out of that contemptible essay—an essay, for the

ublication of which, contemptible and worth-
ress as it is, the author was murdered by the fra-
ternity in London, and the first re-publisher in
this country shared the same awful fate! And
yet it is another solemn fact, that during the last
winter certain Royal Arch Masons, of the city of -.
Albany, procured the publication of from five to
- ten thousand copies of that silly book, which -
they caused to be peddled through the western
parts of this state, and elsewhere, by a young
man, whose name is Morgan ; and by which
means a two-fold imposition (well worthy of
Free Masonry) was to be accomplished ; first,
to pass off the book as that of the ill-fated, mur-
-dered Jorgan; and secondly, to lead the public
to believe, that he was alive and peddling his
own work! If this be not the climax of rascality,
fraud, and villany, I know not what is; and yet
it was practised by Royal Arch Masons of Albany
—and what was ludicrous indeed, one of their
own messengers, sent expressly to Troy to play



off this pitifal impesition, got caught in one of
their own traps—for a stout /Noodle of the mystic
tie, not being aware of the trick, committed an
assault and battery upon the pedlar for retailing
masonic secrels, and the poor ﬂgllow was glad 4o
escape with some hard remembrances on his
seat of honour! . But let me not lose sight of my
Yankey friend, the Paper Stainer. He was a
bookseller, as well as a bookbinder; and could |
in fact,so well was he gifted with ingenuity, turn
his hand to almost any thing, in the way of get-
ting along through life. Whether he was privy
to it, or not, the reader may determine; but cer-
tain it is, that before my admission I had a hint
from @ worthy brother, that by obtaining Jachén
and Boaz, I should get along the better with the
sublimities of the craft, and was told at the same
time, on the five points, where to procure it:
And I actually bought it (the transaction
being a wonderful sly one on both sides) of
an honest Quaker bookseller (well knowft to
many persons yet living in this city) who was
the partner in trade of my Yankey friend and ma-
sonic preceptor! It was about these days, as our
- honest Almanack makers say; that the unfortu-
nate SmitH, of Vermont, was morganised. for pub-
lishing that same hook—and not many years
after, poor Murpock, of Rensselaerville, shared
the same fate, because his wife 'had learned it
by rote, and repeated it among the gossips of
the village; the unfortunate woman not dream-
ing, that she was, by the propagation of such
light and learning, to bring herself to a state of
widowhood, and her children to that of orphan-
" age! '

It was, perhaps, fortunate for me, that my wife
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(1 had been married a year only when I joined
the sons of Light!) was a very prudent woman ;
for a sad accident happened shortly after my
initiation—and that memorable event took place
in the evening of April Fool's Day, 1795!—an ac-
cident, the bare recollection of which might
bring tears into my eyes, if I were not a laugh-
ing, stead of a crying Philosopher : But «you
that have tears prepare to shed them now!” 1
took the grand text book, the alpha and omega,
of the first three degrees of Free Masonry (I.
mean the masonic master-piece, Jachin and Boaz)
home to sTupy—if it be not a gross perversion of
the term, thus to use it, with my present experi-
ence. So very careful was ly of this. precigug
revelation—this magazine of masontc mysteries—
and so fearful that my good wife would find it—
that I sought a hiding place for it as carefully
as a dog does when he hides away a bone—and
after a most profound cogitation, I concluded to
lay it away very slily on the canopy of my bed-
curtains, which came so nearly in contact with
the ceiling, that I could not but congratulate
myself on « the wisdom Zf Solomon ;” for I really
thought the sublime Sibylline as safe as it would
have been in the Sanctum Sanctorum of the Order,
in brother ***¥#**%5 garret! But my unlucky
stars prevailed about this time, as they often
have since; and as I had very properly, though
not intentionally commenced my masonic career
on All Fool's Day, it seemed as though the con- .
tinuance of it was to be in good keeping with
‘the commencement; for without giving me the
least warning my wife had declared war against
certain intruders that had disturbed our sweet
slumbers now and then; and having called to
: 7
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her aid an Amazon well qualified for the battle
that was to be fought, both the bed-stead and
the curtains were suddenly and completely dis-
composed, turned topsy turvy! The awful con-
consequence was, that JacHin and Boaz were
hurled upon the floor by the rude hand of a
pot-wrestler :— S

“ Oh! what e fall was there my countrymen,”
My long-ear’d brethren of the mystic tie!
¢ Then you and I, and all of us fell down,”
Whilst Betty Bouncer ¢ flourished over us !"
E’en now, methinks I see her brawny arm,
Sun-burnt and freckled, soil'd by soot and grease,
Aloft extending to the curtain-top, .

® ° With rude hand hurling fronf it sly retreat,
The hidden Jewel of the holy craft,
The great masonic master-piece of wit,
And wisdom, such as Nincompoops have claim’d
As all their own, and proudly bid from all,
Since Babel’s contrariety of tongue :
For then it was, our worthy craft began— *
And well it might—for Folly then had rais’d
Its brazen crest among the clam’rous crowd,
And beat down wisdom; and with madness fired,
Dared e’en attempt to scale the throne of heaven!
Oh! Betty Bouncer, Betty Bouncer, Oh!
Didst thou mistake great Boaz for a bug ?
And Jachin for an earwig, or a flea!
If not, why didst thou rudely thus disturb
Their sly repose, and drag them forth to light?
Weep, brethren, weep, unlucky was the day,
And full of wo! (Oh! blot it ever out, -
Ye that make Almanacks, and planets trace,
Through all their orbits in the realms of light,)
When a mean chambermaid was seen to grasp
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The Si?iyllz'ne, so rare, that Tommy Thumb,

With thimble-full of sconce might compass it :

And yet, since Babel's bold, abortive scheme,

How many dumpling heads have conn’d it hard,

And thought themselves the wiser for its lore!

Wlthout the aid of pungent Maccaba,

Or onion juice, what sapient son of light,

What Lamb-skin Knight or High Priest of the Sun,

Would not have wept—had he been there to hear,

How Betty, with an arch, sardonic smile,

Called on her mistress to behold the fall

Of Jacuin and of Boaz—mighty praps

Of mean deception, fraud and quackery !

Dear twins, sweet twins; of mystic mother born,

Who tread the midnight maze where Noodles meet—

'And knaves that fleece the noodles; calling them,

While they fleece 'em, tender names, as—brothers !

Sweet brothers !—kind, faithful, loving brothers !—
" Ye Gods! it doth amaze me,” Betty cried—

That men—since women could not—should be found

So simple, to be made the dupes of knaves,

Coxcombs, charlatans, and vile pretenders!

Why I myself—that here am doom’d to war—

Ignoble strife—with cob-webs, bed-bugé, fleas !

Rude, ign’rant, uncouth in speech and manners;

Who never had the benefit of conning

So much as A—B—C—in any school,

But train’d from infancy, by cruel fate,

To handle mopsticks, spits and frying-pans,

Wash-tubs and water-pails, and pots and kettles,

And ply the greasy art of cookery: o

Yet would I scorn to wear “a cable-tow,”

For all masonic Noodles ever know !

No sooner did my wife discover what it was
that had called forth the eloquence of the

3
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chambermaid, than she started back, as though
she had encountered a rat, or an apparition ;
but being possessed of good Irish spunk, she
soon mustered courage to pick-up the Sibylline ;
and in less than the twinkling of an eye came
rumning into my office, where I was quietly at
work among the types, not dreaming of the sad
misha‘}), that had upset the curtains, and exposed -
the “divine mysteries” to the profane eye, and the
vulgar curiosity, of honest Betty—In she came, I
say, her eyes sparkling with the mingled scintil-
lations of half-stifled anger, and full-flowing pity,
if not a little contempt; exclaiming, as she en-
tered, that she had found me out!—that she
well knew where I had been on Al Fool’s night,
as well as some other nights!—and that there
was the evidence of it —throwing the book upon
the table, and asking me, if I was not a very wise
goung man to have been led by that cunning red-
coated Yankey—(red-coats had just gone out of
fashion in New-England, but one of them still
lingered on the back of my brother and preceptor)
—to spend my time and my money in that way!
Here was something a little more alarming than
‘a tempest in a tea-pot;” but what could I say
to this 1ll-timed discovery, as I then thought it ?
"What I did say, I cannot now recollect. But
‘though « the wisdom of Solomon” had failed, I am
proud to say, that my wife, on a little reflection,
behaved like a sensible, prudent woman; and not
long after I, for.once in my life, at least, behaved
like a prudent man: For I determined to throw
off for ever the undue influence which my royal
arch Yankey brother had acquired over me: ac-
cordingly, after taking the feurth degree, of
which more hereafter, I told him frankly that I
#ould never go a step further in Free Masonry.
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He pretended to be very much surprised~—
but I could clearly see it was sheer affectation—
and began the old story of something worth
knowing, which was yet behind the curtain.

Stop, my dear sir, said I, and I will give you
briefly what I believe to be the history of all-
your science and your secrets. _ _

Well, said he, what is it? :

You have heard, sir, I replied, of one of our
Yankey brethren, who advertised, as a rare
show, a wonderful horse, which exhibited the
querest freak in nature imaginable; for the tail
of the beast was precisely where his head ought
to have been! The virtuoso of the vicinity, read -
. the advertisement, and were all exceedingly puz-
zled to account for so rare a phenomenen! The
village attorney had found no Xrecedent of the
kind in that magazine of wonders, called Eve
Man his own Lawyer—the Knight of the Pill an
the Pestle, had searched Buchan’s Family Phy-
stctan, and Aristotle’s Master-Piece, in vain, for any
likeness of such a lusus nature—the honest Parson,
wha did not happen to be a Boanerges, declared,
that he had never heard of such a wonder, since
the Beast with seven heads and ten horns, but these
were all at the right end—the village matrom, I
may as well speak out plainly—the shrewd mid-+"
wife—well knew that a child might be born with
two heads, or a horse with two tails! She had
seen the one, and had heard of the other from
the Farrier Man, and was therefore quite sartin it
might be so—but éven she. had never, m all her
born days, heard of any creature coming into the
untvarse with its head at the tail end! While
these sage speculations occupied the minds of
the village philosophers, the people were crowd-

. , * :
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ing round the stable-door, and clamouring for
admittance. The cunning show-man, like my
Masonic Monitor, knew full well that by taking in
one at a time, the game would last the longer.
The first that entered, came out, after a while,
apparently well pleased—and to the question,
Is his tasl where his head ought to be? readily an-
swered in the affirmative: others, equally pru-
*dent, and resolved not to expose their own cre-
dulity, followed his example: at length a clown
among the crowd, pushed his way in, and behind
the curtain; but he soon came out again, and
with honest simplicity cried out—darnation seize
the feller ; he’s tied the tail to the hay-rack, and
let the head poke out the tother end of the stall!
I need not add, the effect which this disclosure
had on the gaping multitude at the barn-door ;
nor that which my relation of it produced on
the countenance of my sage friend and precep-
tor in the occult and sublime science of mason-
ry: but of one thing, you may rest assured, that
in every masonic lodge, from that of the pin-
feathered Boaz, or Apprentice, to the full-fledged
Ineffable, you will find the horse with his head where
his tail ought to be! And if any of you wish to be
made asses of, you have only to pay him a visit,
"and the length of your ears will soon equal the
extent of your wishes ! ’

As to myself, I have often sincerely rejoiced
at the fall of the curtains, which probably saved
me from being led into that vice of which the
Glasgow Professor, before alluded to, so truly
spys, the masonic lodges are “the genuine acade-
mies;” and by means of which so many of the
sons of light are led prematurely to the dark man-
sions of the grave.

e
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As I have stated already, I did not take leave
of the Institution, until after I had taken the
fourth degree; but previous to mounting that
step in the ladder,I had become pretty. well -
disgusted with the mummery and quackery of
the lodge-room; and I have preserved to this
day, and shall here insert, a brief, epigrammatic
correspondence, which actually took place be-
tween the « cunning red-coated Yankey,” as my wife
styled him, and myself. He was, however, a
good-hearted man; and excepting his rage for
speculating in Free Masonry, possessed amiable
qualities, and enviable talents. The following
squibs were passed and re-passed .in good hu-
mour at the time. He was presiding in the Old
Union, one night, and I stood at the Secretary’s
desk, and wrote, and handed to him, as follows:

In a garret in Court-street, there mingles a set
Of sharpers, and asses, and noodles well met—
Who pretend to a secret—all folly and fudge—
He that pays for admittance his money will grudge,
When he finds to his sorrow his business fail,
And he feels like a fox with a teap at his tail—
For the way to bankruptcy and ruin is clear,
To the flats that come hither for secrets and beer,
©Old Jamaica, gio, brandy, and frolic and fun,

. Silly dupes of delusion, their race is soon run.

When their cash, and their credit, and fame are no more,
Then in vain will they knock at Free Masonry’s door—
They are no longer worthy to meet on the square,
‘T'o relieve them, the Lodge has no money to spare :
Let them go to the Poor House each dear brother cries
For in that they may learn to be sober and wise !
For my own part I've seen full enough of your joke,
May I never again “ buy a pig in a poke.”

.
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I shall bid you farewell for a parcel of geese,
And I hope I'm the last Yankey booby you'll fleece. s

This produced, from him, the following im-

promptu :— '
Be quiet—I know it—say never a word—

Our craft is to blind and bamboozle the herd!

The world is a goose, and pray, where is the man,

Who'll not pluck a feather whenever he can!

You may go—but remember, the fate of the fool

szl be yours, if you dare to tell tales out of school !

To which I ;ejoined :

I shall go—but to talk of the tinsel and trick,
The arts, that are taught in this school of Old Nick,
Would be idle, indeed; for the world would cry—BOO!
To the goose, that was pluck’d by such sharpers as you!
o S.

Be assured, my young countrymen, that I have
here briefly illustrated the history of our masonic
lodges ; sure I am, that every honest and sensi-
ble man, whose knowledge is founded on expe-
rience, will agree, that with some slight varia-
tions, the account I have ‘given of their origin,
wherever they have raised their gorgon heads
among us, will seriously and “truly apply.

As to the Origin of the Order, it is not ma-
terial to point it out to you, even if it were an
easy task to do so: but it is not: no one has

.*yet succeeded in lifting the veil that conceals
.it. There is no reason to believe, however, that
like the towering and sublime works of crea-
tion it hides its head in the heavens ; but that it
rather resembles a turbid stream, whose source

is hidden in some swamp or morass, the physi-
A J
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cal representative of that moral darkness and
quackery, almost peculiar to the Order. I have
Eored over half a dozen of its best prefessed
istorians, to very little purpose on this point.
The Editors of the Encyclopedia Britannica,
who have given an elaborate compilation of its
histog, and the best, because the most sober
one, finally acknowledge, that though ancient,
there is no authentic account of its origin.
What they give of it proves nothing in its
favor as it now stands. Whilst confined to
operative science, and in the hands of such
men as Christopher Wren, and other real and
ingenious architects, it may have had its uses.
Preston says—“Ever stnce symmetry began,
and harmony displayed her charms, our OrpEr.
has had a berng!” and it is astonishing, that the
learned authors of the Encyclopedia could suf-
fer such nonsense to pass, as they have done,
without criticism, or censure : it can only be
accounted for on the supposition that they were
Free Masons, and blindly prejudiced : for as
symmetry began, and harmony displayed her
charms, 1n the works of God, before this crea-
tion ; nay, as symmetry- existed coeval with
God himself, in his own person ; it follows,
from this rhapsody, that the Order is not mere-
ly as old as.the creation, but existed eternally
in Heaven, in and with the Supreme Being !
What superlative nonsense ! what infamous
blasphemy! to be handed down in, and stain
the pages of a work of science! Operative
Masonry, we all know, must be as old as the
first workers in mortar, brick and stone, who-
ever they were. Speculative Masonry, which -
we are now combatting, is much younger: some
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aver, that the higher orders have been insti-
tuted or invented within three centuries past.
Thomas Paine asserts, that it had its ori-
gin in the religion, as it was long concealed
in the caves, of the British Druids. In his
posthumous works, we find the secrets of the
Order, so fur as relates to the first three de-
grees; but not o full a disclosure, as was
made, and sworn to, before the Lord Mayor of
London, by Samuel Pritchard, in 1730 ; nor
equal, in point of importance, to that which the
unfortunate Morgan thought it his duty to
make. No man should fail to read Morgan’s
‘book, and to put it into the hands of his chil-
dren ; for although it be not intrinsically worth
any thing ; yet as a beacon to warn youth
against being led to destruction, in pursuit of
an tgnis fatuus, which the longer they follow
the farther it is off, the value of the work is in-
estimable. By murdering the author, as they
have done, “our Order”’ have established the
truth of that work beyond all doubt or contra-
diction ; the man must be worse than an ideot
who does not perceive this: but there is anoth-
er book, which deserves to be placed in the
hands of every old, as well as young, man in
the Union. 1 allude to the work of Stearns, a
learned and pious Elder of the Baptist church.
Mr. Stearns has gone further into the subject,
than I have time at present to do; my princi-
_pal aim being to warn you, my young country-
men, against fraud and deception ; and at the
same time to leave on record, in this form, my
compliments to “our Order,” in return for some
very generous, noble, brave, and magnani-
mous attentions I have received at theif hands,
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of those of their minions ;-especially in rushing;

with such modest haste, and fraternal fury, to

the printing-office of The Nattonal Observer, to
erase their names from the list of its patrons;

and that, too, for no other reason but because

I would not, like a vile scoundrel, and a traitor

to my country, suppress the truth in relation to

the abduction of Morgan, and of Miller, and

the outrages connected with those daring vio-

lations of law and liberty ; thus waving their

black banner over my gray head, to intimidate

~me into a base and cowardly surrender of the

liberty of the Press, sooner than yield a jot or
tittle of which, if I know my own heart, I would
a thousand times, if possible, suffer the fate of
Morgan. «

But to return for a moment, from this digres-
sion, to the origin of ¢ our Order.” 1 think, it
may be tairly traced to the Persian worship-

. pers of the sun, if no further back ; and, if I
mistake not, there are several indications in
holy writ of its mingling with the Jewish rites
and ceremonies, especially when the Jews were
enslaved, or given up to idolatry, magic and
corruption.—Its inflated orators, and rhapsodi-
cal historians, as you may see by what that
moon-calf, Mr. Preston, has said, give us won-
derful accounts of its antiquity. If they are
to be believed, we sublunarians can have only
a minor branch of it; for there never was, 1t
seems, room enough in this little narrow world
of ours, for the birth, much less the growth, of
such a Prodigy! It is, indeed, to be wondered .
at, that when this monstrous, mighty birth took
place, it did not over-reach the bounds of terra
firma, at both ends, and, by its tremendous
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weight at the extremities break off in the mid-
dle, and each part fly like a comet, into the
boundless regions of space; whilst all creation
trembled to the centre by means of the unpar-
alleled shock! Who knows, but this was the
case ; and that the universal deluge was occa- -
sioned (were not the Bible history in the way,)
- by the ponderosity of the Infant, when she first
saw the light, and burst upon the world in all
her glory ! : '

I am perfectly willing, however, that the
Noodles of “ our Order” may believe, if they
please, with Preston, that creation must step
behind it in the lapse of time; that the earth
did not vegetate, that rivers did not run, nor
oceans roll, till « our Order” set them all in
motion; nay, that Sun, Moon and Stars, did
not yield a particle of their light, till they had
borrowed it from our three little brazen can-
dle-sticks! And that, finally, if it had not been
for Free Masonry, or *“our Order,” chaos
would long since have come again! And whilst
I permit the Noodles to believe all this; they
must permit me to believe, if I take it into my
head to be only half so extravagant as they are,
that Satan, and not Solomon of Israel, is the
legitimate father of the institution ; that he laid
its foundations, when he rebelled in Heaven; .
and performed his first labours, on earth, as
Grand King, or Grand Huigh Priest, when
he seduced Eve. I read in some silly oration,
or panegyric, on the craft lately—but I cannot
recollect exactly when and where, oy Ry whom,
it was written or spoken—that Free Masonry
had its walks in Paradise : and if so, I am no
doubt right in presuming that it walked in the

L%
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- shape of the Old Serpent; and that Cain was -
~duly initiated by him, and soon evinced his
proficiency by morganizing his brother Abel !
This may be extravagant : granted, but it is
much more likely to be the origin of “our ‘Or-
der,” than Preston’s assertion is to be correct,
that it commenced before “symmetry hegan, and
harmony displayed her charms!” But as the
* longer we flounder in this ¢ Serbontan bog,” in
quest of the origin of ¢ our Order,” the further
we are from coming at the dark hole, in which
it was brought forth ; let us leave it to the Ora-
tors, who wallow in the same mire, or soar into
the equally dark regions of fog and fiction, at
every anniversary of their pretended Patron
- Saint, to settle the question in the best way
they can. It is well for them, that so long as
it shall remain unsettled, they will have one
theme at least upon which to declaim, to the
amazement of their simple brethren, who really
believe that ¢ our Order” is something more
than mere moonshine : that they will never de-
velope its origin, is certain, for the best of rea-
sons—that it is either entirely lost in the rub-
bish of antiquity, or else that it sprang from
-some disgraceful source, like the cavern of a
bandit, the cell of an ancient magician, or the
woody covert of some gipsy gang, which shame -
(if the authors and the justifiers of Morgan’s
murder, and Miller’s abduction, can feel shame)
will never permit them to avow !

The two-fold question may now perhaps, be
asked—how I came to take four degrees, in
such an institution; and why I did not come
out before, in the manner I have done for some
time past, _andgnow do in this work, againist it!
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The reader may already have inferred, from
what has gone before, my answer to this ques-
tion—but I shall nevertheless answer it here,
- truly and frankly, though it may involve the
repetition, virtually, of some things before stated
in a different way.

The four degrees which I took, I do not hesi-
late to say, are worse than worthless, in point
of useful or ornamental science ; and I held
that man’s opinion, whoever he may be, in
utter contempt, who can pretend to think other-
" wise: I will add further, my firm belief that
the whole system is equally worthless.*

If any man, as indeed any man can, obtain
the science and the secrets of Free Masonry,
at the rate of Five Dollars for each step, or
degree—and there are at least forty-two degrees,
thirty-seven, or more, of which, have grown out
of the invention of modern speculators—he will
spend, besides his precious time, and other con-
tingencies, Two Huxprep DorLars, before he -
reaches the top of the ladder: And it is my
honest conviction, that when he has reached it,
if he meet with a Jack-Ass (I mean, in good
earnest, a beast with four legs, switch tail and
long ears) staring him full in the face, he can-
not deny Jack, so far as there is any real sci-
ence in the craft, to be his legitimate brother !

When 1 took the first degree, principally by
the aid of JacHin and Boaz, although young,
and very destitute of experience in the ways of
the world, I felt no small degree of shame—but
hopedjshevertheless, that the next step would
‘pro¥é’inore worthy of a rational being. I tried
the next, and felt quite as sheepish, at least, as

*See Appendix, Note 16,
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before. I appeal for the truth of this, to the
venerable Erisua Dogr, of this city, who was
- present, and who certainly looked, and I believe
felt, as small as T did myself. It would be a
gross insult to his native good sense, to sup-
pose that he did not. As a Christian, and I
am happy to believe, that Mr. Dorr is truly
such, he cannot and will not deny what I state.
He has long since, and having introduced his
name, I owe it to him, as an act of justice, to
say so, forsaken the temple of Infidelity, for one
of higher origin and nobler aim. But to re-
turn—I was led to another trial, and still found
the Lodge a fit place for a simpleton to learn
that there were other simpletons as well as
himself: And yet, after all these disappoint-
ments, of highly excited expectations, such is
the indefinable and the ardent curiosity of youth,
and especially the youth of New-England; that
I was tempted to take another leap, entirely in
the dark.. What finally influenced me in this
step was, that as I had been instructed out of
Jachin and Boaz in the former steps, excepting
the lectures from the Most Worshipful, which
‘were of mere common place morality and com-.

osition ; and the sublime laght of that reve-

tien (Jacuin and Boaz) unveiling no mors
than what belongs to the first three. steps ; this
afforded my brother, the Paper Stainer, a fair
opportunity to make one more, and the last ex-
periment on my credulity. In the conversation,
which took place on this occasion, I reminded
him of the line, in his answer to my rhymes at
the desk, viz :—

~ Ouar craft, is to blind, and bamboozle the herd.
¢That,” said he, “was a mere joke, as you well
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know.” ¢TI am not so certain of that,” was my
reply, but all in good humour: and finally, he
did persuade me, that I had only to climb one
more step to have something like a glimpse of
the glories of the masonic Pisgak! 1 did so—
when, lo! the Ass stared me so full in the face,
and stood so fairly confessed, long ears and all,
in the countenance of every brother, (Mr. Dorr
was there,) that I turned with disgust and in-
dignation from the Asstnine Conclave : And
never afterwards seriously exercised my mind
upen it, until the abduction of Morean and
MiLLER—the murder of the former—and the
setting fire to the printing-office of the latter—
connected, in my mind, with the systematic .
attempt to put down The National Observer,
and to destroy my character, by representing
me as 1nsane and tntemperate*—roused me to &
serious view of its unlawful, immoral, blasphe-
mous and horrid obligations, and its dangerous
and destructive influence on the liberties of the
land. From the night I left the Lodge, thirty
years ago at least, to the period of these events,
if I ever thought of it at all, in a scientific point
of view, it was merely as a piece of contempti-
ble and disgraceful -quackery, far, very far, be-
. neath the notice of a rational being : It is true,
that I was not without suspicions, that it might,
- as a SECRET ASSOCIATION, become a
dangerous political engine in the hands of am-
“bitious and unprincipled men : It had not, to
my knowledge, however, committed any overt
act; and I did not, therefore, consider myself
specially called upon, more than any other citi- -
zen, or editor, to express my opinion of its me-
- * See Appendix, Note 17,



89

rits or demerits : It would indeed have been
madness, or at least the very height of impru-
dence, in me, or any one else, to have attacked
the Institution; considering the veil of antiquity
which sanctioned, and commanded the respect
of mankind’ for it’; the pretended moral and
scientific sublimity and grandeur of its mysteries,
and avowed principles ; the benevolent objects
it professed to have in view; and above all, the
want of positive, or powerful presumptive proof
against it : But since the atrocious outrages,
commenced at Batavia, and consummated at or
near Fort Niagara, by the murder of Morgan,
en strict conformaty both to the letter and spirit
of its laws and obligations; 1 have sought, in-
dustriously and perseveringly, for light on its
past history, its rise, progress, pretensions and
practices; and T have come to the rational, firm,
and irrevocable conclusion, that if ought to be
abandoned by every honest man—that the pu-
rity and stability of our republican civil and po-
litical constitutions, depend upon its total anni-
hilation. ;

Though not set forth in my Prospectus of
this work ; yet before I part with you, my young
countrymen, of every condition in life, permit
me to call your serious attention to a subject of
the deepest importance ; and one which, of all
. others, deserves to be made the theme of your
studies by day and by night.

- Whatever individually may be your destiny
in life, whether gliding on the placid stream of
prosperity, or tost upon the boisterous billows
of adversity ; let me earnestly advise you to
study diligently the Evidences of Christianity—
of that religion, which I have finally been led
to embrace as the only sure and unfailing source
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.of peace in this world, and hope in that which
is to come : Let me conjure you to seek the
conviction, and never for a moment lose sight’
of it, that without pixry to Gop, maN, with all
the graces and dignity of*his person, all the
splendour and depth of his intellect, and all the:
endearing ties that bind him to earth, is but a
desolate and miserable being. Love, friendship,
consanguinity, and affection, those grand ties
of social existence, serve but to embitter our
mindg in the hour of calamity, if we cannot look
to Gob, as the Eternal source of all our hopes,
to soothe our agonies, and to calm our fears.
- While, therefore, the impious man, has no rest-

" ing'place to sustain him against the shock of-
misfortune, and the flood of wo ; with what con-
fidence and consolation, can he who cherishes
piety as the sheet-anchor of the soul, appeal to,
his everlasting Father, when smarting under.
the rod of affliction. T'hough, says the Psalm-
ist, I walk in the midst of trouble, thou wilt re-
vive me; thow shalt stretch forth thy hand

‘against the wrath of my enemies, and thy right
hand shall save me. ‘

If on this subject I am earnest, believe me, it
is because I feel deeply its importance to your
temporal and eternal happiness: And 1 do, 1
assure you seriously, feel it the more deeply,
because, when in early’ life, and destitute of
experience, I was led into a Masonic Lodge,
the man, who led me there, led me, at the saine
time, to embrace those principles of Infidelity,
which I now consider the bane of my life ; and
of which, therefore, I feel anxious to preserve
you from becoming the dupes and the victims,
To that day I had cherished the principles, sp
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far as I could understand them, and the feelings,
to their full extent, of a Christian. My revered
parents had infused into my young mind the
spirit ‘of religion, and piety which animated.
theirs; and the eloquence of a Maxcy, one of the
most amiable and exalted of his species, had
rivetted my religious affections to the Baptist
Society. The happiest hours of my life had
been spent in worshipping my Creator at the
humble and modest, but truly devotional altars
of that werthy and pieus people, and mingling
with thewmn in their religious conferences. It

was a sudden and unexpected departure from-
my native state, that alone prevented me from
" becoming a communicant of that church. But
when I eame to Albany, I had been, excepting
a short interval, traversing the ocean for several
years, in the humble capacity of a common sea-
man ; and here I found no Baptist Society, with
whom to renew my former religious commu-
nion. Ibecame acquainted with my masonic
preceptor—he was well qualified to obtain an
_ influence over a young man, such as I then
was ; and from the moment he did obtain it, he
began to poison my mind with insinuations
against the Christian Revelation; nor did he
relax in his efforts until he had the satisfaction
of finding me as confirmed an Infidel as himself;
and my belief is that one half, at least, if not
..more, of the young men who are seduced into
Free Masonry, have their minds imbued at the.
same time with the poisen of Infidelity. Led
on by my evil genius, as I now firmly believe that
man to have been, I suffered my mind to become
enslaved by the seductive and pernicious authors
of the Infidel school. I sought for and read,
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with avidity, Bolingbroke, 8haftsbury, Hume;
and several others o% the British Infidel leaders;-
and with the same zest and eagerness I devour-
ed the works of Frederick the Great, of Prussia, -
(if he can be called great, who rejects the pu-
rest religion, that ever visited the earth, and’
reduces its Divine Author to the level of a
Heathen or a Pagan Philosopher)—Voltaire,
D’Alembert, Boulanger, and other French au-
thors, together with Thomas Paine’s Age of
Reason, and Ethan Allea'’s crude, ill-digested,
and flimsy Oracles. For many years, involved
- in pleasure, business, and political pursuits, I
vielded to the falsehood and sophistry of these
delusive and demoralising works ; and that, tdo, -
without ever making the least attempt (except-
ing on one occasion, and then without proper
effect) to examine the other side of the ques-
tion. In the same manner that I never thought
seriously of Free Masonry as a great evil, till
she showed her cloven foot so clearly in the
murder of Morgan ; so I never was led clearly,
and without doubt, to see Christianity as not
only a great, but the greatest of all good, till
the occurrence of a singular eventin my life, or
rather Providential eircumstance (as I consider
it) which happened to me in crossing the Scho-
harie Mountain, which I did several times be-
tween August, 1826, and April, 1827. The
cu'cumstance, above alluded to, led me fo a se-
rious aud laborious inquiry into the necessity
or utility, the truth or falsehood, of Christian-
ity, in every important point of view. _
My first object was, and this was suggested
not only by the event which occurred on the
mountain, but by ether occurrenees that Ihad
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met with in the course of my several tours, and
which need not be detailed here; to enquire
into the capacity of mankind, to preserve free
and equal government, or any government at all,
founded on wisdom, justice and equity, without
the influence of religion. I was soon satisfied'
that no government would last for any length of
time, unless fortified in the minds of the people,
by this essential pillar of human society :* to
come to this conclusion, it is only necessary to
examine the history, so far as we have it, of those
tribes or nations, who, destitute of the gospel,
have been left to the dim light of Nature alone
for their guidance; and to observe the barba-
rous rites, the inhuman customs, and the spirit
of anarchy and confusion that ever controuls
their destinies, and frequently totally destroys
them. Where they are destitute of all religion, -
of which there are but one or two known and:
solitary exmples, they are cannibals, and de-
vour each other ; where they have some_crude
notions of natural religion, though not cannibals,
they are still barbarous and savage ; where Na-
tural Religion has been best understood, it has
still been mingled with superstition, idolatry and
corruption ; and where the pretended Reve-
lation of the Arabian Impostor has prevailed,
superstition and cbrruption have likewise been
its handmaids. It is only where the real Sun
of Rughteousness, the Christian Revelation,
has shed its beams, that truth is to be found,
" unmixed with error. :

My next step was, to compare, with diligence,
the Christian Religion, with the several other
systems that now exist, or have'existed in times

® See Appendix, Note 18,
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past ; and the result was, that I found Chris-
tiantty towering far above them all in its sub-
lime morality, and divine attributes. Whoever
will study the religious creed, if it ean be called
such, and the maxims of Conruciuvs—the wild
and fantastical speculations of PyTHAGORAS ;
the barbarous superstitions in religion, and the
crude moral systems of Greece and Rome—take
even their best productions, such as the works -
of Socrates and of Praro, of Seneca and of
Cicero—to say nothing of a scere of others,
like Epictetus, Marcus Aurelius, and their equals
or inferiors—and then come down to the Alco-
ran of Mahomet—whoever, I say, shall pursue
this course, will be satisfied, that over all these
barbarous superstitions, and ill-digested moral
codes, the Gospel of our Redeemer triumphs in
all the majesty of truth, and all the dignity and
sublimity of sound moral and theological science.

My last step was, to investigate sefiously, and
as thoroughly as possible, the truth or falsekood
of Christianity as a Revelation : And on this
branch of the subject, I was really surprised, 1
affirm it with the utmost sineerity, to find a mass
of . evidence in its favor, of the existence of
which I had never before so much as dreamed.
The result was, that at almost every step of the
process, my doubts were shaken ; and my scep-.
ticism kept yielding to the force of truth and
argument, the irresistible light of cenviction,
until I found, when I had finished the course of
study, marked out by my own judgment, that all

doubts had vanished ; and my faith in Jesus,

of Nazareth, as the Son of God, and the Divine
Missionary of his Father for the redemption of’
our fallen race, was fully confirmed. :
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I do not meanto be understood, that the par-

ticular event which led me into the above-men-
ed enquiry, had in it any thing either supernatu-
_ ral or miraculous; but it was one of those re-
markable or Providential occurrences, of which
every man of observation, who has lived lon
and seen much, must recollect to have met wit
something like it, in the course of his own life,
and which has given an entirely new turn or
" direction to his thoughts upon some important
subject or other. In the case alluded to, my
mind received a sudden impulse, which led me
not only into the first and second train of inquiry
and comparative process, above stated ; but to
- read carefully, in connection with the Bible, and
to compare with their adversaries, whom I had
formerly read, the following works, viz: Pri-
deaux’s Connections of Sacred and Profane
History—the Chevalier Ramsay’s inimitable
work on Natural and Revealed Religion—But-
ler’s Analogy of Religion, Natural and Revealed,
to the Constitution and Course of Nature—
Michaelis’s invaluable Commentaries on the
Laws of Moses—Leland’s View of the Deisti-
- cal Writers—Bevkeley’s Minute Philosopher—
_ Forbes’s Thoughts Concerning Religion; his.
Letter to a Bishop, and his Reflections on In-
credulity—Watson’s Apology for Christianity—
(in which he so completely refuted, and hum-
bled one of the great Apostles of the Infidel
School, the ingenious and eloquent Gibbon, so
much so that Mr. Gibbon fairly fled from the
controversy)—Campbell’s Reply to Hume’s Es-
say on Miracles—(I had read the Essay twiee
nearly thirty years ago, without ever,. till the
last year, taking the pains to read the reply)—
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‘he History of the Cosmogony of the Creation ;
and Biographical and Historical Sketches of
Moses, David and Jesus Christ, scattered in the
Ist,Ath, and 10th volumes of The Untversal
History, written mostly by that once eccentric,
always profound, and finally pious and irre-
proachable Psalmanazer—the articles in the

~ Encyclopedia Britannica, relating to the sub-

+ ject of Theology, and more especially to Christ
and his Divine System—Campbell’s Four Gos-
pels with Preliminary Dissertations, and Notes
Critical and Explanatory-—Addison’sbriefwork,
entitled Of the Christian Religion—Paley’s

.Natural Theology, and his Evidences of Chris-
tianity—Chalmers’s Evidence and Authority of
the Christian Revelation—Nine Essays on se-
veral of the mostimportant topics of Christian-
ity, which are scattered in the 1st, ‘3d, and 4th
volumes of a London Periodical work, entitled,
The Observer, and last, though not least, in
point of importance and ability, Sherlock’s Tri-
al of the Witnesses of the Resurrection of Je-
sus.* '

In this course of reading, there are several
small works, which I am surprjsed are not pub-
lished by our tract societies, instead of many
weak and inefficient essays which they distri-
bute. Ido not mean to insinuaté a want of
judgment on their part, but merely a participa-
tion in g common error ; for ithas been toolong
an axiom with statesmen, politicians, and all
manner of teachers and preachers, that the
multitude require tobe fed with the pap-spoons
of religion, literature and science : but those
who so judge, confound inanity or imbecility of
. *See Appendiz, Note 19,
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mind, which is not common, with ignorance; ar
want of information, which unfortunately is top

common. I have found in the most benighted ~ -

common sailor ; in the rudest and most illite-
rate German of Schoharie; and in the most
vulgar and ignorant yankee of Otsego ; native
intellect equal to that of a Rittenhouse, or a
Franklin; and such instances are far more
numerous, than is imagined by those, who, se-
cluded in colleges, academies, and otherwise,
converse mostly with books, and mingle but
little, if any, with the mass of mankind. On
the other hand, inanity or imbecility of mind, is

not often met with. The truth is, if we would~

make good and useful men of children, we
should treat them as rational and immortal be-
ings from the moment they begin to lisp a syl-
lable : banishing all frivolous prattle and non-
sense from our intercourse with them, and all
brutal force, such as scourging and beating—
~ for in his recommendation of the rod, I cannot,
agree with my ancient namesake, great as he
was—we should use only sound reason, truth,
and mild persuasion. I hardly know in which
respect our Saviour appears the most amiable
and interesting ; whether when he says—Suffer
little children to come unto me—or when he
invites all who labour and are heavy laden te
find rest to their souls in the consolations of his
divine mission : If, then, we should thus dedl

with children ; so, on the other hand, to make -

wise or, well-informed men, of ignorant ones,
we should follow the same rational and manly
‘course, and furnish them with important facts,

and conclusive arguments, iustead of simple

stories, whether fictions or not, of pious dairy
9 4 i
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-“tnaide; and penitent Magdelenes : it was not
thus that Paul accosted the benighted and the
ignorant, to whom he carried the glad tidings
of salvation ; on the contrary all he said, was
serious, sensible, bold, energetic. Quintilian
is often quoted as having said, that the unpol-
ished human mind is Jike marble in the quarry;
but he forgot, in making the comparison, that
there is soft as well as hard marble, and whilst
the latter will bear polishing, the former will
not. The darkness of the human intellect may
beillumined,butits weakness cannotbestrength-
thened. Imbecility, therefore, will ever remain
imbecility. ‘“'l'he Ethiop cannot change his
skin, nor the Leopard his spots :” but the mind -
of the one, if not like the soft marble, may be
polished and improved ; and.so may the fierce-
ness of the other be tamed, at least so far as to
know the hand that feeds it. With such works
as Watson’s Apology for Christianity—his Apo-
logy for the Bible—the small work of Chal-
mers—and that of Sherlock, in their hands—
I should not, in the least, fear to risk the con-

~ troversy between Christianity and Infidelity, on
the effect of these works alone upon the native
good sense of our countrymen in general ; and
that, too, without going back to the pages of
Tacitus, an opponent, to prove the existence—
or to those of the early and orthodox Fathers,

. dikc Barnabas and Clement, for testimony near-

" ly collateral—or to the writings of the Evan-
gelists themseclves for intrinsic evidence—of
Curist, and of whence he came, and of what

he performed for the glory of his Eternal Fa-
ther, and the benefit and the gratitude of the =

@uman race. The work of Chalmers is, of
itself, cenclusive—and well it may - be—for
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although he commenced it w1th his mine
clouded by skepticism ; yet so sure is truth to
prevail, when it does come fairly in contact with
minds capable of receiving it, that before he
finished his work, the light burst upon him in all
its divine spleudor, and with such irresistible
force, that his mind, his heart, all his nobler
thoughts, feelings and affections, became firmly
rivetted in the faith and the love of the Lord
Jesus. No wonder, then, that the conviction
which struck so deeply into his own mind, he
imparts to the mind of his reader with equally
irresistible power ; for it is when mind meets
mind, and heart meets heart, upon any subject,
that the triumph of truth is as sure and unfail-
ing, as the everlasting streams that fructify the
earth,and sustain the animal powers of creation.
" I am well aware, that my old infidel friends
may sneer at all this; and that my old and in-
veterate political, as well as new and m#lignant
masonic enemies, wili no doubt join them. The
mean and dastardly persecution, slander and
abuse, that 1 have been, for many years, subject-
ed to from old pohtlcal foes, s well as some
old, pretended and insidious friends ; together
with the disappointment, which my quondam

. brethren, in infidelity, will experience, on read-
ing this work; all concur to admonish me of
what 1 may, and most probably shall, have to
encounter : but neither their sneers, nor their
jeers, will affect me in the least. in any other
way than to give me real pleasvre. Fortified,
as I am, in my own conscience—standing, as
know that I do, in this work, and as I mean to'
do in all cases, on the one hand upon the ark of

. virtue, and of constitutional freedom; and on.

. Q
- Al N
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the other upbn the Rock of .ngs-the more ene-

mies I may have, the more shall I rejoice; for

the more good shall I know, by this sign alone,
that Iam going. If in this cause of civil liberty,
and celestial religion, my humble talents shall
be instrumental in saving from the grasp of a
dark and secret combination, the constitutions

of my country, and of turning her youth, or any

Fortion of them, from the paths of vice and of
olly, to those of wisdom and of virtue ; then shall
I exult, as did good old Simeon, in the day of
our Lord; and shall thus receive more than a
hundred fold compensation for the venomous
and malignant hostility and abuse of ten thou-
sand enemies: For, show me a man without
numerous enemies, and I will show you one, whe
whatever may be the amiable traits of his cha-
racter, never did any great, or lasting and per-
manent good to society or mankind. So long
as a man glides smoothly and silently along, in
the corrupted currents of the world; and if he
do not in mind and in heart mingle with them;
_neither does he attempt to check their course,
or turn them into purer channels; so long will
he be.permitted to remain without being made-a
mark to be shot at by the arrows of calumny and
detraction : nay more, he will be called « a
nice man,” “ a wonderful clever man,” by all the
Noodles, male and female, in society; tipplers
will toast him in bar-rooms ; .gossips will mingle
" his praises.with their hyson, or souchong beve-
rage; misers will applaud his economy, because
it resembles their own; fools will cry up his
wisdom for the same reason; and if a candidate
for office, they. will flock to the polls and vote for
him ; whilst at home his trembling slaves, and
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his looking-glass, will make him believe, that he
‘is the factotum of the town or state, the very deity
of the day! and all this, too, when, in all proba-
bility, he never performed a solitary noble, gene-
rous or charitable act in his life, and is wholl
incapable of performing one: On the other ham{ )
no man ever yet boldly and honestly wielded
his pen, or raised his voice, against error, crime,
-and corruption, without being reviled and per-
secuted by the mean, the envious and the un-
‘principled—for an honest, manly and magnani-
mous foe will never stoop to any of these means.
But be alt this as it may—as a patriot, and a real
.friend to the republican constitutions and liber-
ties of my country, much less as a disciple of
.Christ, I should be a poor creature, a miserable
‘tool indeed, if my mind were to be disturbed,
for a moment, by the sneers or the jeers, the
~clamours or the calumnies, of my personal ene-
mies, or those of the sacred cause in which I
. am engaged : on the contrary, I pity their weak-
ness—detest their meanness—defy their malice
—and laugh at their calumny. . I boldly chal-
lenge them to fix on my character, by the shadow
- of proof, by "any other than gossip, tattle and
- malignant slander, a single wilfully base or dis- -
honourable act, in the whole course of my life ;
" since if [ have been an Infidel, | have never con-
descended to degrade my mind, or my person,in
- habitual vicious pursuits of any kind; for. it
must be recollected, that honest Infidels have
- their Socratic and Platonic, their Ciceronian
and Aurelian, if not their Evangelical Piety: let
" my enemies, then, do their worst : I fear not but'
there will eome a day, when I:shall triamph.
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over them all, in the eye of mm, whose faver
and good will are alone worth seeking, and
withiout which, all else may be deemed as dross,
dregs, and everlasting damnation. ‘As to my
-old infidel friends, with many of whom I have
‘Tong corresponded in various parts of the state
and the union, I know some of them to possess
sound heads and homnest hearts ; and all I ask
of these, or any of them, is to sit down, and se-
riously and deliberately to go through the course
of study, which I have pointed out and pursued,.
‘adding to it only Lardner's profound and exten-
_sive enquiry into the credibility of the gospels,
and preserving their minds, at the same time,
unshackled, uninfluenced by former- prejudices.
They owe this to themselves, as well as to the
cause of truth'; for it is, I am satisfied from my
extensive acquaintance with infidels, not so
much from the rottenness of their hearts, or the
weakness of their heads, as from a total neglect
to examine both sides of the question, that they
reject revelation. I know very many indeed of
them, who have never taken the trouble to exa-
mine the BiwLE seriously ; and much less to stu-
dy any of its able commentators and vindica-
tors; but they have read Bolingbroke, and
“ Hume, and Voltaire, and swallowed their ‘mis-
- representations and sophistry ; relying,as I once
- did myself, with implicit confidence upon their
' premises, and conclusions, when the first are
_often false, and the laiter invariably so, or at
- best not fairly fiowing frem the former. Camp-
~bell kas exposed and refuted Hume in a master-
“y tnanner, shewing-him to be, though eool and
eubtle ; yet contradictory, inconsistent, and un-
substantizl : in fact, with cll the cool subtlety
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and profundity of Hume, he eannet conceal the
cloven-foot of the sophist; and this, on a late
reading, I clearly perceived; although when
quite young, I swallowed all he says with the
avidity of a gourmand : these are the contrary
effects that flow from reading with our feelings
and prejudices in favour of our author, or, on
the contrary, with our judgment in full com-
mand of our feelings and prejudices, and prepa-
red to decide correctly. As to ‘Bolingbroke, he
is full of declamation, without argument—and
Voltaire, from the beginning to the end of all
that he has written on the subject, is scarcely
any thing more than a continued series of wit
and sarcasm, sparkling and pungent; but in
cvery sense of the word, a perversion of his text,
and of the truth. «A little philosophy,” says
Lord Bacon, “inclines us to Atheism, and a
great deal of philosophy carries us back to reli-
gion.” The former clause of this proposition
“applies with full force to the infidel writers above

mentioned ; as the latter does to their able op-

ponents : All, therefore, I repeat it, that is ne-
cessary to the triumph of Christianity over Infi-
delity, in the mind of any sensible man, who is
seriously and earnestly seeking for the truth, is
to pursue the same investigation that I have
pursued, uninfluenced and unshackled by pre-
Judice. When I sat down to 1t, I endeavored to
divest myself of every bias; and to commence
the work as though I had just fallen from the
clouds, and had never heard of the subject, or
mingled in the tumults and perplexities, or the
selfish and sensual currents of the world: in
this pursuit, and in this spirit, I spent at Ieast
four of the last fourteen menths: And let my

®
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honest old friends in the walks of Infidelity, do
this; and I fear not the complete triumph, iA
their minds, of the pure, divine, and heart-felt
doctrines of Jesus of Nazareth, over the corrupt,
earthly, cold and heartless speculations of that
Infidel School, to which I have been by far too
long attached, and which has done so much to
unhinge the moral order of the world, and to
plunge it into confusion and destruction.

. The'Infidel, my young countrymen, will tell
you of the arts of Priestcraft, and the abuses to
which Christianity has been subjected by the
frailty of human passions and human reason : but
Jet not such insinuations, such sophistry, deter -
you from a thorough examination for yourselves.
Ifliable to be punished hereafter for your Infide-
lity, and its immoral or sinful consequences in

' your practice ; you cannot plead, before your
Eternal Judge, that you violated his holy laws,
and rejected his holy name, because you had
seen or heard of such a thing as Priestcraft :
Nor can you get off with the plea, that because
bad men, in bad times, whether Princes, Priests,

" or common Laymen, abused'and perverted a
system, which in itself is not only of Divine Ori-
gin, but of unmixed, and unsullied, and divine
purity ; you, therefore, imbibed false opinions,
without taking the trouble to examine for your-
selves, whether the abuses were in and not of the
system. In this work, I have proved, that the
murder of Morcan flowed not from the ABUSE of
Free Masonry, but from the actual laws and obliga-
tions, z'mposed by the system ; hence it is, that the -
systemis so dangerous and destructive to liberty
and religion: Not so with the abuses of Chris-
tianity, ef which infidels make a handle : I fear~
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lessly challenge the whole host of them; to show
a precept, a rule, or a law of Christianity, which
does not carry on its face the mark of purity and
of truth, the stamp of Divinity. Recollect, that "
Priests, as clergymen are denominated in com-
mon parlance, are but men of like passions and
infirmities with yourselves ; and although chosen
to administer the woro, do not always live up to
the ‘worp : but this should be no stumbling-block
in the way of your faith or your practice; your
own reason must be your guide; and in no law,
human or divine, without destroying all law,
can the faults or crimes of one delinquent, be
plead in mitigation, much less in justification, by
another. Rely upon it, that as the clerical cha-
racter cannot be plead either in justification or
mitigation of clerical delinquency; much less
_can it shield your default in the day of judgment :
on the contrary, the clergyman who violates his
duty, is a two-fold transgressor, and exposed, if
possible, to double damnation.- 1 cannot con-
ceive of a fiend in hell more wicked, than the
man who takes upon himself the sacred duties of
the altar, under the impression—without which
- he has no business there—that he is called to
the work by Divine Providence ; and still wil-
fully pollutes his heart and his hands in the vani-
- ties, crimes and corruptions of the world. Be
assured, then, that in this case, the most import-
ant and awful that we can, any of us, ever be
involved in, every soul must stand or fall on its
own merits or demerits; and as it shall have
found, or lost, an interest in the atoning merit
and mediation of the Redeemer.

Commenee this investigation, then, I beseech
you, without pinning your faith opon any man’s
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sleeve, or without attempting, in the first place,
- to establish any sectarian principle. aving
satisfied myself of the abstract truth, as it is ir
Jesus, [ am now engaged in studying the princi-
ples of the various sects; and have begun witk
Calvin’s Institutes. 1 should have preferred tc
have commenced with the Fathers, and later
champions of the Catholic church, could I have
procured them here conveniently : I shall, how.
ever, procure them—and I shall, with steady
labor, and an unbiassed mind, pursue the sub-
Ject, until I become thoroughly conversant with
the several creeds, which have prevailed, or
are now prevalent, and the shades of difference
which distinguish them ; finally testing the whole,
with all the judgment I can bring to the task, by
the writings of the Evangelists: and I shall, if
my life be spared, leave, as a legacy to my chil-
dren, in the hope that they may profit by it, the
result of the investigation, connected with the
conclusiops [ lLiave aiready formed. But as to
you, my young countrymen, the plain and simple

uestion to be solved. in the first place, is—

o the Gospels contain a faithful history of the hves
and acts of Christ and lhas Apostles?2  Satisfy your
minds upon this all-important point, and your
hearts, as well as your heads, will finally do the
rest. Sectarian cavils, and the sophistical com-
mentaries of infidel writers, may have blurred
the beauty, and impaired the majesty of the
Divive Oracies ; but wisdom is nevertheless jus-
tified of her children: And whoever will go to
the Bible itself, and study it in the spirit of can-
dour and integrity, ¢ rightly dividing the word ;”
that is, separating, with judgment, the historical
and the allegorical, from the poetical and pros
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gheﬁeal; the legul from the moral; the litersl
- from the metaphorical ; and the formal from
the spiritual; making due allowances, at the
same time, in the moral, historical, and legal por-
tions, for the difference, between those times
and the present, in education, manners, habits,
ideas of civil und political government and juris-
prudence, soil. climate, and population; for all
these tuings must have been embraced in the
Divine Wisdom and Economy, as revesled to
Moses, and she Prophets and Patriarchs ; and
afterwards, through our Saviour and his Apos-
tles: Whoever, depend upon it, may do all this
understandingly, will rise from the holy labour,
satisfied, that the Bible is not only the word of
God ; but will, I trust, be made to feel, and to
acknowledge, that it is the power of God unto salva-
fion. "

And now, my young countrymen, let me once
more, before I close this work, impress upon you
the solemn advice of a man, who has seen much
of the world, and knows full ‘well all the snares
and dangers to which you will be exposed. Let
me conjure you, then, shunning the paths of
folly, and of guilty pleasure, to embrace ﬁemcxos
-early, as the only sure and substantial founda-
tion, on which to rest all your hopes of temporal
and cternal happiness. Shun,I entreat you, the
walks of the Infidel, and be not deluded by his
sophistry, let his wisdom, or his virtues. be what
‘they may. “Curse on his virtues,” said a Roman
.patriot, speaking of a usurper,- « they have undone
his country!” The more virtue there is, in a .
.wrong-hcaded man, the more mischief may he
de to society. Itis the gilded pill that is the
.ecsiest and the readiest swallowed. Vain men
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may deny the Bible, and weak men may follow
them ;. .but that sacred volume is the endurin
Fount of Eternal Wisdom. Those who reject -
it, may pretend to vast profundity of thought,

and to.see clearly, that there is no future state

of rewards and punishments: but believe me,
such doctrines are not new; they have often’
been advanced, and as often put down, by the

good sense and virtue of mankind, as well as by

the soundest logic, on the part of those sages,

who have victoriously maintained the doctrines

of the Cross. If there be any blessing of life,

more than another, for which any man may have

especially to thank his God, it must be, that his

mind has become settled upon this all-important

subject : that he has been brought to see clearly,
that man is accountable in another world for
the deeds done in the body here; that his soul
is immortal.

Deny to man a future state of existence, and'
how much is he degraded! He possesses facul-
ties that elevate him above all the other animals
is the creation. Compared with the reptile, he
of like a God ; and with the Lion, the Elephant,
or the Mammoth, he still soars an Angel in the
superiority of his powers. But deprived of im-
mortal hope, he 18 reduced to the level of the
lowest of the animal tribes. He comes inte
existence with intellectual endowments of the
highest grade ; he enters upon a theatre where

" countless objects present themselves to improve
his faculties, or be improved by their exercise.
He enters on the career of improvement. He
finishes some plans, and he commences others, -
which he does not stay to accomplish. He erects
houses, which he dees not remain te inhahit.
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He builds ships, and leaves them to be naviga-
_ted by others. He plants trees, that others may
enjoy their fruits. He sows fields, that others
may reap their harvest. He quits foreverhis na-
tive soil, or shores; migrates over mountains,
apparently inaccessible, and never before trod
by human footsteps, or across trackless oceans,
to distant and dreary climes; clears off the
wilderness, cultivates new fields ; builds up new
cities ; forms new constitutions and laws, reli-
gious, civil and political ; and leaves them all
for the enjoyment and the government of after-
ages. He forms the strongest and the tenderest
of all ties and connexions, which he knows must
be severed in this life: And he conquers science,
and climbs the rugged steeps that lead to fame,
but to be conquered himself by death, and be
cast down to perish forever !

Such is the condition of man, if the cold
speculations of the atheist and the infidel be
founded in truth : but it cannot be! The God
of Nature has not endowed him with all his
cxtraordinary and sublime powers; has not
made him so far above all other animals, and so
little below the Angels, that he should perish
like a mole, or a caterpillar, and be known no
more among created intelligence. No!—no !—
by all the perfections of his animal frame and
faculties—by all the sensibilities of his heart—
by all the graces of his mind—by all the fire of
his genius—by all the sublimity of his concep-
tions—by all the benign and glorious fruits of
his intellect, and by all the mighty works of his
hands; he was not, he could not have heen
- created, 0to perish in everlasting oblivion, and

1 : -
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be banished forever from the scenes of intellec-
tual enjoyment, and the presence of his God !
I shall now, my ycung countrymen, take my
leave of you, perhaps for ever: And certain it
is, that I can never again address you on sub-
jects of more importance to your happiness, both
here and hereafter, than those which this work
cmbraces. Come what will of me: whether 1
am destined to fall by the hand of some vulgar
and midnight assassin, as has beenthreatened ;¥
or to dieon the bed of peace, surrounded by dear
connexions and valued friends—Ithank my God,
in the utmost sincerity of my soul, thathe has
spared me to draw this portrait of a corrupt and
degenerate OrRpER--an OrpER—(if there can
for a moment be such a thing as an Orderin a
republican government)—whosc schemes are as
dark as those of the disciples of Loyola, and
whose discipline is as despotic and dangerous
as that of the Inquisition: And solemnly to
warn you, who must at no distant day become
the props of your country’s existence, the de-
fenders of her soil, the vindicators of her rights,
the authors and conscrvators of her laws, and
the proud pillars of her glory; to beware, as you
would of the most deadly poison, of coming
within the pale of its licentious mysteries, its
unhallowed orgies, andits blasphemous rites.
'T'oo long, by far too long, has it already pollu-
ted the sacred soil of liberty : too long already
has it darkly controuled the ballot of the unsus-
pecting freeman, and paralyzed the right ofelcc-
tiont—too long has it stained the purity of the
ermine, and defiled the sanctity of the altar—
too long bas it corrupted legislation and perver-

* See Appendix, Note 26. 1 See Appendiz, Nete 21.
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ted justice—too long has it made the Jury Box
the sink of partiality and favoritism; and the
stand of the witness the source of perjury, and
the protection of fraud and villany—too long
has it been permitted to redeem felons from
- the State Prison, before they had half expiated
their crinies ; and to rob the gallows and the
- gibbet of their honest dues :—MORALITY,
PATRIOTISM, LIBERTY and RELIGION;
the holy laws it has violated, and the domestic,
civil and political ties it has severed; the prom-
ising young men it has lured to destruction, and
the heart broken parents, whose grey kairs it
has brought with sorrow to the grave; the hus-
bands it has alienated from their wives, and the
wives it has robbed of the society and protec-
tion of their husbands ; the widows and the or-
_phans it has plunged into misery, and the blood
of the martyrs it has slain ; ALL ¢RY aLOUD, IN
ONE UNITED voICE, To THE GOD or ETERNAL
~ JUSTICE,ror1rs TOTAL EXTIRPATION .
rroM THE FACE or THE EARTH !

AvLsany, Dec. 8th, 1827, -
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APPENDIX.

— SR

NOTE I. .

"The spirit of Job was in a right tune, when he said—Shall we récaive
good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil. Job ii. 10.

And so of the Psalmist, when he said—1Jt is good for me, that I hate
been afflicted, that 1 might learn thy statutes; the law of thy mouth is
belter unlo me than thousands of gold and silver. Ps. cxizx. 71,72,

Before I was afflicted, I wenl astray, but now I have kept thy word.—
Thotw in faithfulness hast gfflicted me. Ps. 67, 7. :

Blessed is the man, whom thou chasteneth, O Lord; and teacheth hins
el of thylaw. Ps. xcev. 12.

_ Prosperity, says Lorp Bacon, is the blessing of the Old Testament
adversity is the blessing of the New, which carrieth the greater beng-
diction, and the clearer revelation of God’s favor: yet even in the
Old Testament, if you listen to David’s harp, you shall hear as many
hearse-like airs as carols ; and the pencil of the Holy Ghost hath la-
houred more in describing the afflictions of Job,. than the felicities of

" Solomon,

NOTE II.. .

The following Proclamation, was issued by the Governor, agreeably.
to its date, for the discovery of the truth in Morgan’s case :— '
PBocramaTIoN,—By De Witt Clinton, Governor of the Stale of N. York,

Whereas the measures adopted for the discovery of WiLLiam Mog:
aav, after his unlawful abduction from Canandaigua in September last;
have not been attended with success; and whereas many of the good
citizens of this State are under an impression, from the lapse of time

~ and other circumstances.that he has been mardered : Now therefore,

to the end that, if he be living, he may be restured to his family, and, it

murdered, that the perpetrators may be hrought to condign punish,
ment ; [ have thought fit to issue this proclamation, promising a reward
of ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS for the discovery of the said William Mor-
gan, if alive: and, if murdered, a reward of TWo THOUSAND DOLLARS
for the discovery of the offender or offenders, to be paid on convigtion:
aud on the certificate of the Attorney General, or officer prosecuting
on the part of the State, that the person or persons claiming the said
last mentioned reward is or are justly entitled to the same under tHis

proclamation. And I further promise a free pardon, so faras [ am.

aathorised under the constitution of this State, to any accomplice or
co-operator who shall mukeafulldil‘ctomy of the offender or offtn.
10*

7
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ders, And I do enjoin it upon all officers and ministers of juslice, and
all other persons, to be vigilant and active in bringing 1o justice the
perpetrators of a crime so abhorrentto humanity, and so derogatory
from the ascendency of law and good order. .

Inwitaess whereof [ have hereunto set my hand and the Privy Seaf
[L s] at the ¢ity of Albany, this 19th day of March, Anoo Domini
1827. DE WITT CLINTON.

Previous to issuing the preceding Proclamation, the Governor had
issued two others, one dated on the Yth of QOctober, 1826 ; and the oth-
cr on the 26th day of the same month ; predicated, not on the presump-
tion that Morgan had been murdered ; but that he had been unlawful-
iy seized and conveyed away ; which Proclamations were issued in
consequence of a communication, either in the same, or similar laa-
guage, to the one which follows, und from the same source :~I copy
it from Col. Miller's Republican Advocale, published at Batavia—a pa-
per which deserves the patronage of every honest man in the United
States :— E

To tAE PusrLic.—On the 11th of September, William Morgan, a
native of Virginia, who had for about three years past resided mn this-

_ village, was, under pretext of a Justice’s Warrant, hurried from his
home and family, and carried to Canandaigua. The same night he was
examined,on a charge of Petit Larceny, and discharged by the justice.
One of the persons who took him away, immediately obtained a war-
rant against him, in a civil suit; for analleged debt of two dellars
on which he was committed to the Jail of Ontarioc county. -On the
night of the 12th September, he was released by a person pretending
to be his friend, but directly in front of the jail. notwithstanding his
cries of Murder, he was gagged and secured, and put into a carriage,.
and after travelling all night, he was left (as the driver of the carriage
says) at Hanford’s Landing, about sunrise on the 13th, since which he
has not been heard of. His distressed wife and two infant children,
are left dependant on Charity for their sustenance. The circumstan-
ces of the transaction have given rise to the most violent fears that he.
has been murdered. Itis however hoped by his wife and friends, that
he may be now kept concealed and imprisoned in Canada. All per-
sons who are willing to serve the cause of humanity, and assist to re-
move the distressing apprehensions of his unfortunate wife, are ear-
. nestly requested to communicate to one of the Commitiee named be-.

low, direcled to this place, any facts or circumstances which have
come to their knowledge, and are calculated to lead to the discovery of
his present situation, or the particulars of his fate, if he has been mur-
dered—Batavia, October 4, 1826.

Commiltee.~T.F. Talbot, D. E. Evans, T Cary, Wm. Keyes, W,
Davis, John Lay, T. Fitch, L. D. Prindle, E. Southworth, J. P. Smith.

A short time after the preceding appeal to the public, meetings of
the people were held in the several counties of Genesee, Ontario Mon-
roe and Niagara, as stated in my letter to Messrs. Gales and Seaton;
at which committees were appointed, who went, as [ have stated in that,
1etter, into as thorough an investigation, as possible ; and their Report
is perfectly conclusive, as to the fact of Morgan’s abduction and mur-
der, by the masonic agents of the masonic fraternity, in conformity to. -
Masonic Law, in such cases. The following is the closing Paragraph
of their Narrative, with their signatures afixed—and also the Post.
script to the sald Narrative :— )

REManrks.—We now have laid before our fellow citizens the detail,
crreport, which bas been so often called for. 1If ithas not beep &s inter-
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esting as they have been led to expect, they must remember that we did’
not undertake to gratify curiosily, or give our own speculations. We
have given, as we promised, “ A Narrative of facts and circumstances,”
relating to transactious which huve excited the earnest attention of the

, community, Those iacts and circumstancesare evinced by the depositions
of credible witnesses, or vouched for by distinet allegations (most of them
in writing) of men, entitled to our entire confidence for veracity and in-
tegiity, to whom we can resort for legal proof,if called for. Whether
the conclusions which we have drawn are the legitimate results of these
facts and circum:tances, our readers must of course decide for themselves.
Let them recollect that our exertions (whieh have not been fecble ones)

- to trace Morgan beyond Fort Niagura huve been unavailling—that the pe-
cuniary reward offerd by the Govenor of the state of New-York, and Gov-
ernor of Upprr Canada, save not elicited the slightest information on the
subjcet-~that the Governor’s offer of pardon, promised in his proclamg-
tion at our request, has produced no effect—that no attempt has been
made, that we know of, by those so directly implicated to explain or de-
ny the extraordinuiy conduct and occuarrences which have fastened such

- strong and well tonnded suspicions upon them—that they have thus long
set public opinion at defiance, and relinquished their claim to the good
opinion of their fellow citizens without a struggle to retain it—that five
of them have absconded, viz:—James Gillis, Joseph Scofield, Burrage
Smith, John Whitney, and Richard Howard—that others have absented:
themselves from their families, and the state, and cciitinue absent with &
full knowledge of the suspicions which rest upon them—that many of the
witnesses have suddenly disappeared, and cannet be traced—that two of
those who were called as witnesses before the Grand Jury ef Monroe.
county, at Rechester, to wit. Edward Doyle, merchant, and Simeon B.
Jewet, attorney atlaw, refused to testify, because, as they alleged, they

. could not do so truly withoul ers ting themsel that others have re~
lated stories on outh, which are utterly incredible—and what inference.
can be drawi from all this, but that Morgan has been murdered, and thut
great numbers of men, heretofore respectable, have been accessaries to his
murder. Whether ALL who were concerned in his kidnapping have
been accessaries, or conseated to his death, we undertake not 1o decide :
But, whatever were the original designs or motwes of those who were
concerned in his disappearance, all of them who have not fully, frankly
and promptly explained the part they are known to have performed, have
we think, no right to complain if their fellow citizensin general regard-
them as accessaries (o, the murder of William Morgan, and shall hereaf-
ter treat them accordingly.

COMMITTEES.

Genesce County~—T. F. Talbot, Trumbull Cary, Timothy Fitch;
James P. Smith, Lyman D. Prindle, Eleazer Southworth, Williaxg,
Keys, Jonathan Lay, Wm. Davis, Hinman Holden.

Rochester Committee.—Josiah Bissell, Jr. F. F. Backus, Heman Nog»
ton, Frederick Whittlesey, Thurlow Weed, Semuel Works.

Victor Commitlee~Samuel Rawson, Elijah Sedgewick, Samuel Ew=
ing, Nathan Jenks, James M. Wheeler, Thomas Wright, John Sar-
geant.
 Chili Committee.~Isaac Lacy, William Pixley, Benjamin Bowen,,
Samuel Lacy.

Wheatland Committee.~John Garbutt, Truman Edsen, Clark Hall,

. Blpa Committee.—Ralph Wilcox, Heman Chapin, Bani Bradley,.
Josiah Porter, Orson Benjamin, Jonathan Bush

EES
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Fewislan Commiitee.~Bates Cooke, John Phillips.
Now read attentively the following POSTSCRIPT to the Narrative
from which the preceding extret is made, and you will be satisfied that.

Morgan was murdered at, or near Fort Niagara, by the dastardly miscre—
ants who had him in keeping.

Postcripr,—We have long expected to receive a statementor depo-
sition, from an eye witness, which, we had good reason to suppose, would
put an end to all conjectures, as to thecourse that had been pursued in
disposing of William Morgan after his arrival at Fort Niagara. After
the Narrative had been putto press we received the following statement,
made to two members of one of the committees by & credible witness, a
man of good character and standing, a Royal Arch Mason, as from his own
knowledge, but who has as yet-declined giving his deposition, because he
has been called upon as a witness and. expects to testify in court his
knowledge of the matter. The statement is as follows :—

¢ After Morganleft the carriage at the grave yard, he was taken to the
bottom of the hill at the Fort. The ferryman was called up by those
‘who had charge of him. Here Morgan received some water, which he
had called for in front of Col. King’s at Youngstown. When taken te
the boat he was supported by two men: he was pinioned and hoodwink-
ed: he was placed in a boat and carried to the Canada shore. On reach-
ing that shore two of the keepers left the boat—Morgan and two others
remained on the beach, while they (i. e.the twn first) went 1nto town.
Those who were left with the boat were directed to leave the shore in the
boat, if any person should approach it, without giving a signal which had
been agreed upon. There was, however, no.intrusion. The two who
had gone into the town returned, after an absence which might have
been one and an half or two hours. The time of their absence seemed
long to the informant, who waited with the boat. Two other persons
came to the shore with them on their return : they came near the boat,
and held a consultation in & low tone of voice, which the informant did
not hear : when it broke up all who had crossed from the United States’
shore returned in the boat to the Fort. Morgan,as before, was supported
from the shore by two men, taken into the Fort, arnd put into the Maga-
zine, This place had been fixed upon one or two days previous, as one
where Morgan could be- ledged in case of pecessity. This took place in
the morning of the fourteenth of September.

““During that day Morgan made much noise, and in the course of the day
two messengers were sent to Lewiston, where a Chapter was that day in-

_ stalled, to procure aid to silence the noise. Some persons came down te
the Fort from Lewiston, and produced stillness, On the evening of the
14th of September, twenty or thirty persons came to the Fort in the steam
boat, or otherwise, all of whom soon disappeared, excepting about elev-
en: after a time several of thote last went away.

* During the night several persons were together in the vicinity of the
Fort, among whom the fate or disposition of Morgan was discussed. This
discussion ended some time after midnight, and nothing was decided upon,
The next evening a small number debated the same subject with great

- animation, but came to no decision. Morgan was still in the Magazine
on the seventeenth, when our informant left the place, and did not retura
until the twenty-first day of the same month, when he found that Morgan
had been disposed off. Those who had Morgan in their custody, when
he left the place, gave him, on his return, to understand that Morgan bad
been put to death. That the interior of the Magezine was put in order,
and, as our informant was told, had been examined by one or more per-
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* sous from Lewiston, who visited the Fort for that purpese, and all things
were pronounced to be in order; that the walls were closely looked over
to see if Morgan had left any writings upon them; after all which,a
man, or perhaps two, were requested to traverse the shore of the lalke to
seeif any body should float ashore.”

; NOTE IIlL.
Fer the names of the gentlemen, comprising the Lewisted Conven<
tion, see Dedication.

NOTE V.

Soromon SourHWICK, of Newport R. I the author’s father, who as
Editor of the Newport Mercury, excited the special vengeance of the
‘Fories, and of General PrEscoTT, commander of the British forces,
which landed on Rhode Island in the early rtage of the revolutionary
war.. My father was proclaimed as a rebel and an out-law, and & re-
ward offered for his apprehension. He was the author of an Address
to the citizens of Rhode-lsland, entitled ¢ Joiv or p18,” and the motto
bf which was—RgBELLION To Tyrants 1s oBEpiEncs Fo Gop: This
address Gordon quotes as having contributed, more than any other
publication, to fix the minds of the people of Rhode Island in favour
of therevolution. General Prescott seized my father’s new and valua-
ble Printing-office, and put it into the hands of a Capt Howe, of the

- British army, a gentleman of talent, who soon turned itinto a RovAL
instead of a REPUBLICAN battery, and my father’s own press and types
were used in printing the official docament which proclaimed him an
out-law  But this p. oscription did not satisfy the vengeance of Pres-
cott, who was not a mere soldier, but one of the most rancorous of roy-
alists : It was a common thing with him, so warm and violent were
his feelings as a Partizan, when he saw two or three citizens in a cir-
cle, in the street, 1o shake his cane or sword over their heads, exclaim-
ing-—¢ disperse vou rebels "' In this rancorous spirit he ordered a
number of valuable buildings to be torn down, several of which belong.
ed to my father, and the materials consumed as fire-wood at the British
barracks. Thes: were not the only sacvifices my father made in be-
half of the revolution. He loaned $20 000 in specie at one time to the -
government—and he received certificates for it, which he was finally
driven to the necessity of selling to speculators, atfrom two to three
shillings in the pound ; and my industry and that of my brothers has
since been taxed to pay the full amount to these speculators. What an
outrage was the funding system upoan every principle of motaland po-
litical justice. [his position, however, though perfectly true, is not

- so clear to the generality of our countrymen, asitis to those who know,

as [ do, both the secref and the public history of that system: for the

intelligent reader is not, I presume, to be told, that there is scarce a
statute in existence, which has not its private as well as public history.

But to return to the more immediate subject of this note. I cannot

conclude without paying a compliment due to Capt. Howe, to whom

General Prescott assigned the charge of the Newport Mercury Print.

ing-office. After the war he sent back, voluntarily, from Halifax, N.

8. with a polite letter to my father, nearly all the Printing materials,

which he had carried away, inclading the press, which was standing
in the office of the Newport Mercury (the paper is still published) when

I visited Newport, in 1813. Whether Capt. Hows be dead or alive, at

this time, [ know not—bat this act is sufficiens 10 eadear his memory

{a all honest men of whatever age or clime, i
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The venerable Isaiah Thowas, in bhis History of Printing, bas done -
justice to the memory of my father ; forthis he has my sincere thanks,
and grateful remembrance : For I have ever cherished the injunction
of an inspired penman— My son, lhine own friend, and thy father's
friend forget not. 1 owe more to the memory of my futher, than most
sons ; for his example has ever influenced me in my editorial career—
and during thirty-five years that I have been at the editorial desk, [ have
the proud consolation to reflect, that the man does uot exist, nor did
-he ever exist, who will or would dare to say, that he ever dictated to ar
influenced me in & line or a sentence that.I ever wrote or published.—
‘The press that [ have conducted, during that time, has been, in the
strongest possible sense of the terms, FREE AND INDEPENDENT
—and I fearlessly challenge any man, or any party, to deny it. To my
couscience, and my Geod alone, have I ‘ever held myself responsible as
an Editer [ have suffered a great deal of persecution, for noether rea-
son, but because I have been, in the very strongest possible sense of the
terms, AN INDEPENDENT EDITor—but such suflerings are never'to be
deplored, or complained of, by an honest man—on the contrary, he
ought always to rejoice in them, :

. NOTE VI.

For what did our fathers enconnter those perils and privations?—
. Was it, that after throwing off the shackies of a forewgn tyrant, do-
mestic tyranny should prevail over us ? Did they overthrow the supre-
macy of the British King, that their posterity should be enslaved by
the Greand Kings of Free Masonry, in their nocturnal eonclaves 7—
Did they bleed and die in the field, to establish a government, founded
on the common consent of the peoyle, or on the will and caprice of &
SECRET, SELF CREATED ABSOCIATION 7 These are serigus
questions.

: NOTE VIL
Itis so long since I went through the contemptible and disgusting
wummery, alluded to, that I forget whether the sharp instrument used,
is @ sword, dagger or chissel, or what is the precise applicution made of
it: it is of no consequence, however, since be the thhlg itself, orits ap-
plication what it may, it is equally an instrument of foily, and gene-
rally applied by thé hand of one fool to the hody of another.

NOTE VIIIL.

If any Persian or other idolatrous SuN-worsmipPER, should pay’us
# visit, what would be his pleasure and surprise, in passing through
the country, to find his Gop painted upon 0 many masonicsign-boards,
and euspended from so many * rum-poles,” as our sign-posts are term-
ed by the bar-room gentry : measuring our intellectual and moral, or
religious character, by this apparent respect paid to his piTY, by our
Noodle Manufacturers and Julip vetailers, he would congratulate him-
self that he had been led among a people as wise as those whom he
had left at home! Aud would probably return, if nobody should explain
to him the quackery of the Lambskin Order, and proclaim to his coun-
trymen, with honest pride, that the Sus was worshipped in the westera
hemisphere; where he had found a country, so enlightened, that no
man could sell a dram of whiskey, or a mug of ale or cider, without
sticking an Image of the Persian God upon a pole before his door !—
Ob! Free Masonry ! thou child of ldolatry, thou mother of quackery
and Impostare, when will out countrymen, who are under thy malign
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influence come to their senses, and banish thee for ever; send thec

among the Kickapoos or the Winnebagoes, to find congenial spirits of

heathenism or barbarity ; though it is, indeed, much to be doulted,

whether Kickapoos or I¥innebagoes, would think themselves over-much

honored by a visit from thy barbarous and dastardly midanight minis-

ters of vengeance, who did for thee the foul jobs of “execuling” Smrs,
" Murpock, MiTcHENER and MoRGAK !

NOTE IX.—Page28.

‘There is asong, entitled The Prophels, and sometimes The Feast of
the Frophels, » most wickeu and impious piece of ribaldry; which {
should think it Jisgraceful 1o quote, even by way of illustration ; .and
in which the author introduces Moses, Aaron, Noah, Job, David, Eze-
kiel, Jeremiah, &,—names which ought never tv be mentioned but
with reverence—putting into the mouth of each some ribaldry, which
no gentleman, who possesses the Jeast regard for reagion, decency or
good breeding, or the least self-respect, could listen to complacently
—and vet | have heard this blasphemous carol poured forth many a
time by move than one of the most distinguished members of Old Mas-
Lers, ns well as Old Union "Lodge, in 1795-$6—nnd encored with long
and loud shouts of applause by the Noodles present,

NOTE IX.—Page 29.

Since I quit the Institution—it was not, however, a formal relinquish-
ment—I have wever mingled in any of its meetings but twice, und in
both cases accidental. ‘The first was about ten ycars ago, whea |l at-
tended the funeral of a gentleman who belonged to the Order, and
walked in the pr..cession of the Order by accident, and not by previ-
ous design : So in 1826, about two months before the abduction and
murder of Morgan, 1 happened by accident to drop into the court-
room, in onr Capitol, where the Craft had assembled as such, to march
in procession, to hear the oration of Judge DUER, onthe simultaneous
deaths, and in honor of the virtues, of those illustrious men, John Ad-
ams and Thomas Jefferson. tWhen the hint was given, that all whe
were wot masons should retire. I was on the point of retiring myself,
whea itstruck me that I might as well avail mys«If of the opportunis
ty to get a convenient seat in church—and heunce I put on the insignia,
and marched with the rest in the procession : but when [ got into the
street, it is a fuct, that | felt ashamed of myself; so much so, that
in passing one house, in particular, where an accomplished and sensi-
ble woman, with whom | have the honor t., he acquainted, and to count
among my friends was looking out at a window, I could hardly look
her in the fice, so insignificant did I feel, with the trappings of what 7
knew to be the worst of noodleism. nonsense, and quackery about me ; and
this 1 believe, is the only time in my life, when I could not, without &
blush, look a sensiblec woman in the face ! Any grand jury of ladies,
sitting as an Inquest upon awkward and ungallant male delinquencies,
wught safely endoi se this a true bill /—And | may as well illastrate
this fact, by another of asimilar nature. A lady, who is a shrewd ob-
server, informs e, rhat when the Grand Masonic Procession, in all the
Pageantry of the Order, passed her house, on a certain occasion, cons
nected with the progress of the Greal Canal. she saw two very distin.
guished gentlemen, whose countenfices exhibited clear indications,
that they felt themselves belittled by their situation ; and I do not doubg
it, in the least, because they are both men of such talents, as well as
‘real dignity of mind, that they could not have reconciled their feellags,

/
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or their judgment, to such mockery of our plain and simple, but still
morally grand and majestic, republican institutions. To be cavghtin
such a silly pageant, therefore, must have made them feel small, and
to hang their heads as they walked by tke windows of their well-in-
formed and sensible fellow-citizens.

NOTE XI.

I would not be understood as being willing to adoptthe doctrine of
consiructive Ireason, or constructive contempls, or anv other conslruciive
application of law, but such as is warranted by well known aud estab-
lished rules; for I «m decidedly opposed to every thing but wisely set-
tled, well defined, and well understood vules of action, in the legul
institutions of my c¢ountry. Whatever masonic Noodles, therefore,
may think or say of me, Iam the last man who would infringe any of
their civil, political, or religious rights. T have expressed myself, as I
have done, in the text,merely to convey a strong impression of what
1 conceive to be the immorality, depravity and illegality of maso.ic ob-
ligations ; and how necessary itis, that the laws of theland, either in
our primitive constitutions, or legislative statutes, should puta stop to
them, by some provision justly applicable to the crime : for no man of
common sense, I trast, will deny, after reading this work, that masenic
oaths are criminal, in every sense of the térm; and that they lead to the
commission of the worst of all crimes, has been clearly shown in
many cases.

NOTE XII.

The following is the Masonic, alias American Parav Bull, alluded to
in the text. I hope Mr. Hollister may prosecute the man who signs
it for a libel; as I think it high time the validity of these masonic at-
tacks upon private character were tested by our laws. The subjoined
remarks upon this dastardly libel, were made by me, in the Nalional
Qbserver, of Nov. 9th,

Masonic NoTicE.—At a regular communication of Montgemery
Lodge, No 13. held at the Lodge Room in Salisbury, Conn. October 2d,
A. L.6827—Voled unanimously, that Ricmarp HoLrisTER, of Le Roy,
N. Y. be expelled from all communication with this Lodge, and cut off
from all the rights and privileges of masonry, for unmasonic conducs.—
By order of the Lodge. MOSES A, LEE, Sec'y.

I5” Editors of newspapers, favorable to masonry, are requested to
publish the above

Renmarks.—Now, let usinquire, for what has Mr. Hollister, who we
assert upon unquestionable authority is one of the best of men,been thus
-held up to public suspicion, us an abandoned or infamous character 7—
His crimein the eye of Free Masonry was fourfold—he had joined the
church of Christ—he ihiad become convinced of the corruption and
depravity of Free Masonry—he had written to his brother in Connec-.
ticut, his conviction that Morgan had been murdered in conformity to
masonic law—and he had renounced, in a public advertisement, his
connexion with the Order; And this was the unmasonicconduct, of
which he was guilty

We see, then, that a masonic lodge claims the right of denouncing a
member whe becomes a christian, or sets his face against-a masounic
murder. Butlet me here ask a few questions, and let me entreat every
honest man, every patriot, every republican in the United Statcs, to
take them home to himself, and reflect upon them seriously; for they
are of the very highest importance to his dearest rights and privileges;
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11, thien, Morgan was uot murdered in confdrmity to .Masonlc Law, as
contra-distinguished from, and opposed to, the supreme counstitutiomal}
Taws of ‘onr country, why is it that we have not seen asingle notice, or
resolution from any Grand Lodge, Royal Arch Chapter, or any other
Lodge, like the above notice in the case of Mr. Hollister, denouncing
bis murderers for unmasonic conduct? Ponder upon this question, fel-
tow.citisems—take it to your fire sides and your pillows, and solve it if
you can, to the honor of Free Masonry. Has the Grand Lodgeof N. ¥,
ever passed a resolution setting forth that Burrage Smith and John
Whitney, when called as witnessea on the trial of Chesebro and Co.
for kidnapping Morgan, refused to answer because they would crimi.
oate themselves ; and that they had hereby proved theirown guilt, and
rendered themselves worthy of expulsion for i duct T
Has the Grand Lodge, or any other Lodge, of which those men were
members, passed any such resolutions in relation to them? Again, since
itis a notorious fact, that they have both fled from justice, has the Grand
Lodge or any other Lodge, called upon Lodges abroad to beware of
them as unworthy brothers, as men whose hands are probably stained
with blood 7 Have any of the other wretches who have fled o1 account
of their participation in Morgan’s murder, been denounced by the .
Grand Logde or any other Lodge, as Mr. Hollister has been for becom
ing a Christian and expressing his abhoxrence of the murder of Mor-
gan ! Where, 1 ask, is the Grand Lodge, the Royal Arch Chapter, or
_ any other Lodge, which has directly or indicectly, publicly orprivate.
ty, in any shape or manner whatsoever, denounced, recouneed connex.
ion with, expelled,~censured, lectured or disapproved of any one of
Morgan’s kidnappers or murderers,save the mockery, the farce, alrea-
dy alluded to in this article, of a master mason’s Lodge suspendinga
. connexion which had no existence, with four Royal Arch Villaing !—
Has not Eli Bruce confessed himself guilty by standing mute as a wit-
ness / Has not Gov. Clinton dismissed him for it? But has he been
expelled for his perjury in swearing as sheriff to support the constitu.
tion and laws of his country; and then wilfully violating his oath of
office, in conformity to his masonic oath, by aiding to kidnap and carcy
off Morgan ? Where, I ask,will you lay your finger upon any masonic re-
solution or act of any masonic body whatever, denouncing any of these
crimes or criminals ? You cannot show one. On the contrary, you
know that the Grand Lodge, or Royal Arch Chapter, which satin Al-
bany last spring, allowed three or four of the blood stained villains to
sit and commune ‘with it; And if you do not know it,I do and stand
ready to prove itin any court of justice, that either formally or infor-
roally by individual subscriptions, the Grand Lodge, through one of'its
Treasurers (if it has more than one) has provided fundsto maintain in
the jail of Canandaigua two of the bloody.minded miscreantsmnow con:
Jined there on their own plea of guilt, for kidnapping William Morgan !
~National Observer. - ;
7" The above inquiries (says the Geneva Gazette) are copied af
the request of one who thinks they deserve aserious and candid an--
swer.

NOTE XIII.—Page 48
Ltis not from egotisw, but solely from a wish to be useful to the ri.
sing generation, that [ here insert the gpinion of the Jate and departed,
President Apawms, of the work alluded to)in the text. A new and
cheap, but neat edition, is about to be published, at one shilling single,
ot ong dollar per dozen, U be sise will correspond to that of this work:’
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--and both together, 1 flarter myself, will torm one of the best manuals
extant, for youth, who without the mcans of entering and going thro’
academies or colieges, must rely, as I have done, upen SELF-EDUCA-
TION,' for their knowledge of men and things. The ‘original of the
‘following letter is in the hands of the lady (the able Preceptress of the

_‘Troy Female Academy ) to whom it was directed :—

-MeonTicELLO, May 16, 1821,

Dear Mapam.—I have received Mr. Southwick’'s Address to the ap-
prentices of Albany, and have read it three times over. After the first
reading I said, thereis no need of addition, subtruction, correction or
alterntion : a gen ration of apprentices educated in Mr Southwick's
principles, and formed upon his model, would redeem a uation on the
brink of destruction. . After the third reading, I found nothing worth
criticising ; but I wished thatin enumerating writers on moral philose-
phy, he had recommend.d the sermons, und thépreface of these ser-
mons, of Dr. Butler, bishop of Bristol, which are the profoundest es-
says on mora] subjects that are to be found in any langnage : And Dr.
‘BARROW'’S Moral Discourses, especially his FIVE SERMONS ON
INDUSTRY, which are the GREATEST EFFORTS OF GENIUS
THAT EVER WAS DISPLAYED uPoN ANY SINGLE HUMAN DUTY AND

" VIRTUE.
I am madam, with many thanks and great esteem, your obliged friend
and humble servant, : JOUHN ADAMS.
Mgs. Emma, WiLLarp, Troy, N. Y.
NOTE XIII.—Page 32. >

The following articles composed the editorial department of The
National Observer. of Sept. 28, 1827, .

As an evidence of the {rifling value of a newspaper, in those parts- of
Furope where they are under government control, we may instance the
recent sale of the Berfin Gagette, with 11,000 subseribers for 11 000 dolls.
In New-York, a daily paper with such a subseription list, and a corres-
ponding advertising patronage, would be worth considerable more than
$100,000, and in London might be sold ary day for something like $350,-
000. The Morning Chronicle was purchased by its present owner, for a
little less than 250,000, and had a circulation of less than 3.060. The
annual profit of the Tymes, (which circulates about 6,000) averages be-
tween 80 and $100,000 The secret of thisvast difference between Prussia
and Fingland, or America, is that the despotic government of theoue can
suppress every Journalin the lingdom instartaneonsly and with impunity,
whilst under the free governments of the other, ediiors luugh al ministers,
und fear nothing but the laws.—Nval’s Enquerer.

[What lawe, Mr. Noah? Masonic Laws or Municipa’? " The conduet
of u vast many editors latelv, has shewn that they are much in fear of
Masonic Laws, byt earelitile about the laws nf the land. rather striving
than otherwise, to prevent their execution'in the case of masonic cvi-
winals ! If the Sediiion Bill muzzled the pressin ’98, the dark decrees
of Masonry have muzzled it at leasta thousand times worse in 1826—'7.
‘The Sedition bill had this advantage, that it was an open handed, day-
light measure, giving us fairly to understand the length of our ¢ coble«
tose --but the Masonic screwsave ali prepared in the dark, and applied

+ so indiscriminately. that no editor knowswhere to begin, or where to
end, in order toavoid them. Wefound it so 'diffirult, being denonn-
ced one day for a simple statement of facts, and the next for a harm-
less explanation, that we determined, as the only straight forward

oursé to throw off at ence all alleglance to the datk decrees of masom-

«
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ry, and tell the bold, honest truth, at all! hdzarda ; whichi is, that Morgam
was murdered in conformity to the strict Jetter, and gpirit of Masonic
Law—that no mason who :considered his Mawmc Oaths binding, to
their full extent. could consistent!y refuse to aid in murdering him '
Thin is the truth, as every mason will say, who dares to tell the truth,
Smith of Vermont was ‘murdere:’ through the same means; and so
was Murdock, of Rensselae:vnlle, as we expect to prove, to the satisfac-
tion of all rational men, in due season.]

05" MYSTERIOUS AND EXTRAORDINARY CASE.

Wehad not penned the sentence which closes the preceding arfi-
cle, and in which we asseit our expectation of heing able to prove
that Captain MurDOCK, of Reussnlaerville, was murdered for revealing
to his wife the secrets of masoary, more than five minutes, before we
received, ve y unexpectedly, the following letter from his son; we
say, very unxpectedly, because forseveral months we had been en-
quiring after surviving connexions of Capt Murpock. but had disco-
ered none.

This letter, and the copy of our answer, which we suhjoin, will gpeak
for thrmselwes. [If the tucts be trugp, as we soiemaly believe they ave,
they are renrlered move deeply iateregting, than otherwise, by facts
of a more recent date, an'l oi a simi'ar charaeter. If false, let those
who have an interest in showing it, come forward with their statements,
Weowe it to candor to state here, however, that for ourselves, we shall
allow no weight to any evidence, bui that which inay come from men
uns hackled by sasoxic oaTHs, of which we know so well the nawure
and tendency ; unless indeed it shall come under oath, and then we
shall’have to wewh one oath against the other.

We wait anxiously for the answer of Mr. Murdock to our letter. In
the mean time we have ouly done our duty in bringing the matter before .
the public. _ .
(corv.) = . Lx Roy. Sept. 15, 1827.

Desar Sir—Permit me to call on you for :njormation (although a

stranger) which I believe you in' possession of, which nearly concerng
me. | saw an extract from your paper some time lastspring .in the

Rochester Balance, stating the numb - that hal sufifered death by wma-

sonic vengeanve. You mentionoue in the county of Albany, in the

town of Rensselaerville, by the name of MuRrvocE, that was murdered

some 18 or 20 years 2go. 'The above extract was accompanied with a
- promise of more on the subject in future. Since that,having bad a

partial access to yow truly usefui paper, and of late becowe a sub-

scriber, I find nothing on the su"ject titl the 7thof the present month,
when you barely mention ove &3 having been murdered in your county,

Capt. ARIEL MURDoCK of the town and county above mentioned, was
the man that I wasonce prouid to coll Father. He was a mason. In,
the monthb of Oct. 1803, he was {ound in :he woods, with the warks of
that infernal obligation upon his body. recorded by the martyr Mor-
gan. He wns found by Masons THEY THAT HiDE CAN FIND.

If my father is the anan to whom you allude, and you are in posses- :
sion of any juformatien on the subject, you wilt’ confer ou.me a gredt
favor by communicating the same to me, and my aged mother who
resides with me. N\

1If your knowledge on. the«iub_]ec( is such, that at preseut you are
not willing to communicate through the press,. please to do it by a pris -
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. uiiteletter, which shall be gratefully veceived, and if any further comv

niunication, on my part, is required, it shall be promptly attended to.
Yours with respect, ELIPHALET MURDOCE.
. 8. Bouthwick, Esq..
P. 8. Forgive all mistakes, and" overlook a bad composition, ané

. ilpute it to the want of an education by being deprived of a fatherat
ah early age.

o Mo

(ANSWER. Avrpanv, Sept. 22, 1827,

Dzar Sir,~—I have received your very interesting letter of the 15th
inst. Your unfortunate Father was undoubtedly the man to whom
have alluded as hoving been murdered by Free Masons

I had my informat'on from a person whd was well acquainted with
Dr. Murdock, your father’s brother. The statement, made to me by
this person, is as follows :—That. the brother of Dr. Murdeck (mean-
ing your father) was a worthy, industrious man, not given to liquor, or
dissipation of any kind : Thaton a certain occasion, however, he re-
turned late at night from the lodge (being a free mason) in rather a-
merry-mood ; _that in this mood he confided to his wife certain secrets
of the lodge : That Mrs. Murdock inadvertently.disclosed what he had
told her to ane or more of her intimate female friends: That they in
turn reported it about the village among their associates; and conse-
g;emly it became generally talked of. A short time afterwards Capt.

urdock was missing, and the people in the vicinity were much alarm»
ed at the event, as he was in good circamstances, and generaily res.
pected and esteemed. Aft-r he had been missing a few days a profli-
Zate man, but a distinguished and active mason, whose name [ need’
16t now meéntion, absconded from Rensselaerville, and carried off with
him money belonging to one or two or mote free-masons, who never-
thelees, made no out-cry after him, or any attempt to follow him and
Tecover their money ; but said to several persons with apparent indif-
ference—** he has gone with my money, but let him go.”” A dayor
two before this profligate absconded, the lifeless body of Capt Mur-
dock was found in the woods His threat had been cut from ear to
ear; and his body was placed in an upright sitting posture, with his-

_ back resting ageinst a tree. [nhis leff hand was grasped alarge shoe-

knife with which apparently his'throut had been cut. Near the tree
the ground was thrown up or disturbed, and some bushes stripped and
broken or barkea, as though there had been on the spot a violent strug-
- gle between two or moere persons ; and a quantity of blood was visible
on the surface of the broken ground. The inference from these ap-
Ppearanees is, that he was killed on the spot marked by them ; and if so
-how came the body, when fuund, to be sitting agrinst the tree? The
magons, or rather some masons, gave out that he had killed himself ip
8 fitef remorse of conscience for having violated his masonic oaths in
telling his wife the secrets of the lodge ! This was the magonic story,
But my informant, who is a very. shrewd observer of men and things,
and in whose veracity I have full confidence, assures me, that in the
first place, Capt. ‘Murdock was certainly a righi-handed man'; and
thence it is strange, ¢ passing-strange,” that the knife was found in his
Yeft-hand !- In the second place, it is not probable that any man who
4iad cut his.own own throat would be found in a natural sitting posture,
with his back resting against a tree ; because those who cut their own
threats, frem the shock imparted to the whole frame by the stroke,
start off and ran or stagger away. till they fall to the ground mearly
or guite litelexs. These whe have heenseen . to cnt their throats. in a-

i



123

sitting ot standing posture, have rum off a few paces, staggered, and .
fell, struggling convulsively on the ground untilthey became lifeless ¢
This I presume is invariably the case in such extremities, although be-
ing neither physician, nor anatomist, I cannot affirm it scieatifically.—
In the third place, my iuformant recollects perfectly conversing
with Dr. Murdock, after the captain’s hody was found; and that
the Doctor was deeply impressed with an idea that there had been foul
play in the case; or in other words, that the captain, his brother, had
been murdered. * My informant adds, that the captain never was an
insane man or a lunatic, .

These, my dear sir, are the facts which I have learned from a person
of candor and veracity, and who, at this distant day, can haye no pos-
sible interest in misrepresenting them. The inferences from these facts
are obvious.. . '

Your worthy mother, who, you say, is still living, must, Ipresime,
if you do not yourself, possess a lively recollection of all the circum-
stances which came to light, connected with the awful fate of your res-
‘pedted, beloved and unfortunate Father; thrice wretched and unfor-
tunate, [ fear, in being associated mystically with men, capable from
the worst and most puerile of folly and fanaticism, if not diaholical
-malice, of eommitting the foulest of crimes,

I request of you to write me, as soon as possible; and I hope you

- may not neglect to afford me all the lightin your power, on a subject so

deeply interesting not only to the surviving connexions and friends of
your unfortunate and lamented father ; but to every friend of law,
liberty and humanity in the United Statea: For if, as[ solemaly and
‘firmly believe, your Father owed his untimely exit from life and all its

- endearments, {0 the hands of masonic assassins; the fact, in connecs

-tion with others. of a recent date andof a similar atrocious character,
is calculated to increase and extend the existing virtuous, and patriot-
ic, and holy excitement against all secret, self created combinations,
ou the continuance of which may depend the salvation of our civil, re-

.ligious, and political liberties.

[ wish you to answer me, as soon as you can, the following questions s

Did your father shortly before he was missing, reveal to his wife the
decrets, or any secrets of the lodge? ) )

If so, did she reveal them to others ? : :

Immediatetly after these revelations, was there a partial meeting of the
lodge called to deliberate on important business? Or was there 4 meeting
called, excluding your father 2

Immediately, or rather a day or two, after it was generally known, that
he was missing, did any mason or masons abscond from Rensselaervilley
and under what circumstances ? :

Was the body of your father found, or rather pointed out, by masona?

After it was found, did any mason or masons give out,that remorse of

.cpnsoience for what he had revealed to his wife, had driven him to the

desperate deed of killing himself? .
Was his body found ina natural sitting posture, with his back resting
againsta tree? o
. Were there not such marks on the ground, and on some, bush or bush-
en, near the tree and the dead body, as might have proceeded from a vio-
Tent struggle between two or more persons? And was there not a quan-
ity of blood on the spot where the ground was marked or disturbed ?
Was the knife, with which he had apparently been killed, found one
ped o his left band? : ’
- Was.he a right or lefl handed man? 1*
; 11*
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-1 thi'property of & ‘third person, did the person account satisfyctorily
for ‘itsbemg tound in the fifeless harld of your father? ~* . R

* "Was he, at the tim® he was missing, or at any othier timd, ldboring un-
“der insl;r;i@)‘, lunucy, or remorse of conscience, thut you ?usp&:t,ed or
‘knew of ? o T

* 'Whs he not, the day before he was missing, or at th¢ time he was last
‘seen dlive, as cheerful and-as rational as atany tim. of ‘his life?
__Though I have taken the liberty of putting these quéstions to you in~
‘dividually ; yet I expect that your answers will contain sll that your me-
Yher can recollect; as you might at the time alludcd tohave been too young
o have at *his day a perfect recollection of the facts which then came to
light, or were suspected, in this melancholy affair? .

" If your Uncle, Dr. Murdock, be still living, please inform me, as }
‘should like to learn from him the grounds of his suspicion that there had
““been foul play,” (I use Lis own words as repeated to me) “in the case
‘of his brother,” ' ro

I am resolved to exert myself, to the utmost of my power,.to develope

the truth, not only i this case, but in every other, in which the conduct
(of the order has been, or supposed to be at war with the rights and liber-
lies of the people. For this task I am prepared to go “*through evil e
-good report,” to encounter calumny, persecution, and every ill that the
apposite party can inflict. 1 shall give them no quarter, and I shall ask
‘none. lam prepared at ull points. Asto the honest individuals that be~
Jong to the Order, many of whom entered it young, and have since re-
pented of their olly, though they may not wish to own it,lam the last
man who would with to injure one of them in his feelings or his fame
Bat all such,however, owe it to themselves, aswell as to their country,
to.quit the nstitation, Lecause they must be aware by this time that it i3
ipimical to the public good, having become a wide spread and pernicious
source of political intrigue and corruption. They must pereeive too,
qn reflection, that the oaths they have taken are immorgl, blasphemous,
.and unlawf{ul in the sight both of God and man, because they are bonud
by them to concenl the crimes of their brethren against the lawsof God and
society :  And us the Institution never hadinit eny thing ntrinsically ox
inherendly valuable—all its professed principles being borrowed or stolen
from other sources—sources well known to every classical and well read
‘man--there can be 1o rational motive to induce any man of sense e
Jearning. to continue a member, ¢“Masanic LopeEs.” says a learned
‘member of the Glasgow Medical Societies, % are the G EXNUINE ACADEM-
#es for TIPPLING.” One of our city editors, however, in repuk-
iishing the essay of the Glasgow Professor, omitted the sentence I have
‘g ioted : fearful, I presume, of offending masons: And this circumstapce,
frivial as it is, shows, independent of a thousand stronger circumstanccs
which have occurreld in the Morgan affair, that Free-Masonry cramps the
liberty of the press; especially where the press isin the hands of mason-
e or mercenary éditors. . )

. +Is it not indeed a very alarmng fact, to- the real friends of civil liberty,
that there are hundreds of editorsin the United States, who have never
yot infermed their readers even of the simple facts that Morgan and Mil.
ler wate carried off; that Morgan has not been permitted to retura g
{Millpr having the gogd fortune to escape from his kidnappers;) and that
Millar's office was set on fire, and like to have been burned down, invad-
ing at tnesame time the destruction of the whole village of Batavib i

i Y
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. Al thet” 4]} this was dorse. by mesonin conspiredars, riotews, and incendin-
ries : Is it not, I say,.n most alarming fact,that.we bave a sec¥el combing.

“tien ‘among us, which can exercise suck control over hundreds of -editors,

(asto prevent them from apnouncing facts of se much importance, when

" daring  the whole year since these facts transpired, the same editors, who

- heve maintained this mysterious silence respecting theme, have. not failed

toanuounce every other crime -that has' heen committed in. the Union,
down even to the robbing of a hen-rocet, orithe passing of a one-dotlar
counterfeit bill! Had Morgan been engaged in any other business, but
that of writing Illustrations of Masonry, aod been kidnapped and mur-

- dered, would those editors have been silent? No, the welkin would have
rung with their clamors. This shows conclusively: the predominating |
influence of the secrel laws and the secret oaths. of free masanry, on the
minds of those editors, over the allegiance which they owe to the laws
of their country, and over the oaths which some of themat least have ta=
ken, as civil officers, to support these laws ¢ .

I can indeed easily account for the murder of your fathexr by some. myr-
midon or myrmidons of the Qrder, as well as. for the concealment of the
crime, when I reflect that there are so many, including publi¢ officers of
" evety description, who are sworn as masons to conceal the crimes of their
brethren ! * And who have bound themselves, by this infamons oath, to
keep the secrets of masonry, under the penalty of having their throais cut
Sfrom ear to ear, their fongues torn out by the rocts, and their bodies buried
inthe ocean! For this oath has been taken by every mason in the United
States ! But the great wonder is, after indisereetly submitting to it, that
a-single man, possessed of common sense, and common integrity, should
have been found weak enough to,be trammelled by it, to think it for a
moment binding upon his honor or conscience ; seeing that it so grossly
and wickedly violates every principle of humanity, and the social com-

“pact; that it blasphemously sets at defiance the law of God, as well as

“the law of the land. Aud still morefwonderful is it, that se many de-
Juded and wicked fanatics should have been found to act fully up to it,

+ in this enlightened country, as must have been engaged in the SEVER-

- AL MURDERS of Ssita of Vermont, of Mor€AN, of Butavia, and of
your lamented FATHER, al Rensselaerville, 'That there were aboutOng
TrovusanD of the original conspirators, in the case of Morgan, is clear
from the records of the courts of Ontario and Genesee counties; how
many in the other cases it is impossible to conjecture at this late day.——

‘SMiTH was the unfortiinate man, who first published the hook, called Ja-

-¢hin and-Boag, in this country. [t was published at Manchester,where he

-then resided. About a week after it came out, Mr. Smith was missing.
"The masons gave out that he had absconded, and as nobody, at that time,

- excepting masons, knew or suspectedthe contrary, the whole matter was

- speedily thought no more of.” Now, however, since Mergan's palpable
murder, some of the mostrespectable an/ intelligent men in Vermont, us
I am well informed, are satisfied that he was murdered for having pub-

-}ished Jachin and Boaz ; for they say, that on looking back, and'reflect-

<ing on the case, there was no reason for his absconding, as he was in good

" eircumstances, and well respected in society ! He has never been heard

-pf ! Immediately after the publication of Jachin and Boss, there was a

- communication held between all the lodges throughout the Union, and

-the words were {ransposed (to prevent the intrusion of dvok masons, as

“theyarecalléd) from Jachin and Boas, to Boas and Jachin ! The same

igransposition had previeusly been made in England, where the book ori-
givated ; and where the auther was found, in ave of the streets9f London,
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- Awith his throat cut from ear to ear, in cenformity to the horrible. petalfy
to- which, by his masonic oaths, he had subjected himself! .
I should fear that this communication would. harrow up and severely
- wound your feelings, were it not that Time, the great soother of affliction,
has, as | hope, fortified your mind to survey the -past, however gloomy
the retrospect, without agitation, as well as to look serenely towards the
fature, We have many a bitter cup to swallow in this life ; and it isuo
- doubt wisely ordered by Divine Providence, that it should be so. Heaven
tries our virtue in the furnuce of affliction ; and happy indeed are they
- who pass through the ordeal triumphantly, with the approbation of theiz
own consciences, and a well founded hope of acceptance at that higher
and more perfect tribunal, which penetrates the secrets of all hearts, and.
with an unerring aim, distinguishes the worker of iniquity from the good
and faithful servant, : :
Please present my compliments and good wishes to your worthy mother,
‘and accept them also for yourself. S. SOUTHWICK.
Mr.ELiPEALET MURDOCK.

The following Reply of Mr. Murdock to the foregoing letter, with
the small editorial article subjoined, is copied from the National 0b-
server, of Oct. 19, 1827—since which I have not had time to pursue the
correspondence ; but shall renew it. In the mean time I can assure
the reader, that he need not doubt for amoment, that Capt. MurDoCK
fell a victim to masonic vengeance : Of this I have ample proof.

15" READ THE FOLLOWING, axp MARK IT WELL.
S. Southwick, Esq. . Le Roy, Oct. 5th, 1827,

DEAR Sir,—I received yours of the 22d together with your paper
of the 28th, informing me that my father was the man to whom you had
reference.

Although this affair is clothed with mystery, asis every other transae-
tion of the mystic tie of a similar nature; yet1 believe that the facts con<

nected with this affair are such Swhen stated before a scrutinizing public) .

as to afford another strong proof of the dangerous nature and tendency of
SECRET ASSOCIATIONS.

It is not my intention at this time actually to prove that my father was

murdered by masons, but metely to state facts that are, and were trans- ~

acted at the time, and leave it to the wisdom of the public to draw their
ewn inferences, .

Forme to state that he was murdered by masons might invelve me in
difficuity to those who are ever seeking the libeity and life of the hon~
.est poor. when it would favor their nefarious purposes: nevertheless [
will not flee from any post where [ am sensible duty calls me, though it
cost me life and treasure ; but before I proceed to the facts above men«
tioned, perhaps it may not be amiss to state that the month following this
unfortunate affair [ was seventeen years of age, an age when the memory
isstrong: and feeling myself at that time cast upon the world without
guide or protection, I felt the weight of my lossas sincerely as ever any
youth did in similar circumstances; and afterwards reverting beck to
these scenes of sorrow, it caused them to sink so deep into my mind, that
they are as fiesh inrecollection as though they were but a menth past,

My father was a man of sober, steady habits, and punctual in all hig
engagements, and what mjght be stiled a strict moralist. He had a com-
petency of this world’s goods, with prudence and industry, which -he

uniformly practised, tg supply bis family with all the neessaries amsl.
cemfoctsoflife, . . .
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Some months before his death, being defreuded of meney of some a-
mount, by one whom before he had looked upen as & friend and a broili~
er of the masonic tie; being thus disappointed in the person and, in prop-
erty, it caused a gloominess and depression of spirits to come upon him ;
although not to that degree, but that he was always rational and sociable,
and ever cheerful in his family.

The day previous to his death there were masons at his house in pris
. vate conversation with him for hours, and did not afterwards render any
decount of such conversation. In the course of the day he absented him.
self from the house; whether he went with the masons or not, I do not
recollect; he did not return at night, which eaused uneasiness in the
family ds he was not used to be absent at night without the knowledge of
the family. ‘

Myself, with my elder brother then living, made some enquiry round
the neighborhood, which was somewhat compact, and expressed our
fears that something had befallen him; but being persuaded by a neighbar
mason lo let the maller rest, he telling us, that it was likely he had gone

home with Vir. **¥%¥¥+% a mason; and thut he (my father) would feel’

very disagreeable if he knew that we were looking after him: therefore
we returned to bed—it can hardly be said to rest—for it was with fearful
forebodings for the safety of one in whese welfare the happiness of the
whole family depended. -

The morning came ; but no fond husband or tender father returned to
our little family group ; butinstead thereof, whilst our eyes were strained
{owards every avenue by which it was likely he would return, we saw
Two masons approachsng our dwelling, who breught the sad, heart rending,
goul chilling information, that the fond busband and affectjonate father
fay a lifeless corpsein the adjoining woods ; and to cap the climax of sor-
row and wo, we were informed, that he had been his own executioner !

We repaired to the spot, (my pen almost shrinks from its task. whilst
my bosom heaves the filial sigh of affection, which twenty-four years has
not obliterated) there we found the ghastly, mangled corps of him that
we held most dear. He was lying on the ground with his throat horribly
cut—he had several stabs under the left breast, one of which, it was said
by those examined, was to the heart !—a brsise on the forchead, where
the blood had settled, said by masons that it was done when he fe]l—the
leaves and ground where he lay somewhat disturbed, and covered with
blood. He had in his hand a knife, with which apparently the deed had
been done—whether in his right or left band I am not able to say—but
he wasa right handed man. The bark was hewed from the tree by
which he lay; said by masons that when he stabbed himself the blood
spouted on the tree, and he whittled it off with his kmt'/'e !

I stepped very near to view the mangled throat of my father. I was
requested by am«son to stand back. We were all sonn requested to retire,
which we did. The masons then took the whole management of the afe
fair. They pretended to call a jury of inquest, and brought in a verdict of
suicide. They proceeded to procure a coffiny and I believe at their own
expense. He was laid out in the woods, and borne from thence to the
place of interment, and buried about three or four o’clock the same day.—
The business appeared to be in gasle,; the reasons why, not known to the
family

Having given you the narrative of the affair thus far, I shall proceed
{0 answer your questions not comprised in the foregoing.

.

My mother asserts that my father never did, neither directlynor indi- _

, ¥ectly, reveal to her any of the secrety of the Lodge,
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About the timé of my father’s death (I think soen after,) 2 man abscon-
ded fromthe place that was able to, and actually did, borrow considerable

" sums of money, and was never after seen in the place ; and [ know not

that any one pursued. .

Asto his being found by masons, those [masons] who informed us of his
fate, said, that he was first found by men that were hunting raccoon; and.
being asked who these men were ? Ithink their answer was, * that they
were strangers, and that they did not know them !”

The knife found 1n his hand, was a shoe-knife of common length; and -
sharp pointed ; 1t belonged in 2 shop some six or & dozen rods from our
house ; the shop belonging to a third or another person. :

~ One circumstance 1 will mention, although trivial in itself; yet it will
serve to throw some light on what I shall remark before I close. On the-
day of our sorrow. and before my father’s burial, one of those masonic
Jriends, knowing that there was a sum of money (a little short of a hun-

* dred dollars in specie,) and a good watch in the house, in a very fri

»

manner came and told my mother, that when a man murdered himself his
property was confiscated ; end he udvised that the boys should hide the
money and the watch. We were immediately sent for this purpose. Onmy
uncle, the Doctor coming in, and euquiring for us, my mother took the
Doctor aside to inform him of our business ; this same masonic friend fol-
lowed immediately, and cbserved, that it was not the law of this country,
but of England

As to my father being excluded from the Lodge, I know nothing of it, °

As to the convocation of the Lodge, on important business, previous to
his death, I am not able to say ; but his burial took place on Sunday. On
Monday following, the Lodge was convened. Soon after this my uncle
Jonathan Murdock, of New Liebanon, came to Rensselaerville,and he being
a mason, the Lodge wasagain called. .

Dr. Elisha Murdock was living the last I heard from him. He resided
in the town of Snencertown, in the east part of this state ; the county I
do not recollect. He lives about twenty-five miles from Albany. You will
please to communicate to him, as you can do it easier than I, and perhaps
obtain information direct from him.

1 believe I have stated all the most prominent facts relating to this mys-
terious affgir, and answered your questions which aie fiot thrown out by
the statements of facts which I have stated ; and still the matter is shroud-
ed in mystery.

If he was not murdered by masons, by whom and for what cause was
he mutdered? 1t appears to meto be impossible for & man to stab himself
to the heart and cut his own throat ! .

The question may next arise, was he not murdered by an individual
assassin, If so, why was he doubly murdered? Ifhe murdered himself, as
declared by the above inquest, why were the masons in such haste to get
him entombed >—and then not one of them presenting themselves at the
place of interment, :

The probability in my mirg is, almost beyond a doubt, although I would
not assert it as a fact, that he was murdered by masons. The reasons
why 1 thus believe, I shall state to you, that you may judge whether my
belief is well founded, It isnecessary in thefirst place, that I produce a
probable cavse why hewas murdered by them. . L

The man before alluded to,as having defrauded him of his money,
was bent on mischief ; and having obtained his money, could not rest
whilst he lived, any more than Hamsh could whilst Mordecai satin the

gate,
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My mother having obtained the book called Jacmix and Boaz, and
having learned it lo & considerable degreeof perfection, she was able
to talk it correctly, which she frequently did; and there beinga difficul-
ty of a serious nature between my father and this bro.her mason (men-
tioned in the preceeding paragraph) for which reason my father absen-
ted himself from the Lodge for some months previous to his death.

Now it is my opinion, thisfriendly brother mason roported my father to
the Lodge, as having revealed thesecrets of masonry ; and this formed a
pretex! to imbue his hands in the heart's blood of an offended brother, the
sight of whom he could not bear. !

Thus it was, that this man plotted hig ruin.

The ci.cumstance of my mother knowing masonry, and his absenting
himself from the Lodge, influenced the Lodge to believe that he had com-
i.i uicated the secrets to her; and seconded by this other pretended friend-
lybrother mason, who adeised fo hide the money that he might himself ob»
tain ¢4, which was evidently the care; I believe the Lodge was thus in-
duced to sa that he revealed those secrets, and dealt with him ac-
cordingly! Thus, I believe,my Father fellavictim to masonic vengeance,
“and that without a cause!

1 shall close my communication at this time without further comment,
observing, however, that I stand ready to answer any further questions
you may propose on the above subject, being determined to do all that is
on my power to serve the cause of humanity, in the present situation -
of our country. Yours very respectfully,

ELIPHALET MURDOCK.

ADDITIONAL ann IMPORTANT FACT.~Since theabove letter
was in type, we have received & note from Mr. Murdock, by a gentleman
of Le Roy, in which he says—the shirt which his father had on when
murdered was a new one of good strong linen, and was cut across form one
side to the other, according to the obligations of a master maspn, as given
By Morgan ! :

We are very happy to learn, what we were before ignorant of, that
our correspondent, Mr. Murdock, isa substantial farmer, of the most un-
questionable veracity, and unblemished character. Weareon the track
of'still more conclusive information in this case, than any~ we have yet
published. ‘

NOTE X1V.

This blessed masonic year of light, 5781—was indeed aglarious era
for the establishment of the first Grand Lodge in New-York ; for that
city was then in possession of the British Royal Red Coals—every A-
merican Republican, or Patriot, was driven out, excepting those brave
and virtuous defenders of their country, who were chained and fet-
tered in the Old Sugar House, and the Old Jersey Prison-ship—the
Royal Troops and the Loyal Tories, held sovereign swav—so that
< our Order,” it appears, is of genuine, down-right Tory Stamp ! A
Tory Duke senther from Londonas a gift to his brother Tories, of
New-York, ata critical period of our revolution—and they, probably,
through her means, carried on their intrigues, and conspiracies, against
our liberty and independence. s it not high time that this Old Tory
JVest, which has done so much secret, as well as so much glaring, mis
chief, was broken up by the honest republicans of this state, and of the
Union ? Lct the Grand Lodge comngnce, by sending back its Tory
Charter to its Ducal progeniter, or some one of his lineal descend-

’
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' NOTE XV.
1 these deep selitudes, and awful cells,

Where heav'nly-pensive Contemplation dwells.
" Pope’s Eloisato Abelavd.

¥

NOTE XVI.
1n a previous note the reader is possessed of the Masoxic Bure, by -
which Mr. Richard Hollister, of Le Roy, Genesee county, N. Y, was
expelled from Montgomery Lodge, in Salisbury, Connecticut. The
following REcanTaTION, of Mr. Hollister, is offered here to prove m
épinion, stated in the text, of the worthlessness of the higher, as weﬁ
as the lower, degrees of Masanry. ) ’

&

Messrs. Holchkin & Stary :—1 withdrew' from the sugiety of Free
Masons some time last spring, but assome doubg my sincerity be-
cause I did not give public notice, I desireyou to give this an insertion
in your paper. I have taken the degree of Royal Arch, and a number
of others; in all fonrteen, and find Free Masonry as shameful an im-
position as was ever practiced upon man, and not only sp, but a pow-
erful engine to corrupt society, and destroy the influence of our free
civil institutions. I feel it my duty, and that of evéry honest man, tp
withdraw his support from the institution.

Le Roy, Aug. 26, 1837. RICHARD HOLLISTER.

We have (says the Nalionsl Observer, of Oct. 19th, 1827,) copied
the above recantation from the Le Roy Gazette, of Aug. 30th, The
following letter, which we pledge ourselves is from one of the mosg
respectable men in Counnecticut, will serve to illustrate not only the
character of Mr. Hollister, but that of the institution which he hag
withdrawn from. . .

} ' Forwace Viragg,Ct. Oct. 12, 1827.
To the Editor of the National Observer;—

I observeda few days since in the Times and Hartford Advertiser a
masonic notice in the following words ; * Ata regular communication
of Montgomery Lodge, No. 18, held at their Lodge Room in Salisbu.
ry, Connecticut, Oct. 2d, A. L. 8827--voted unanimously, that Rich-
ard Hollister, of Leroy, N. Y be expelled from all communication
with this Lodge, and cut off from all the rights and privileges of Ma-
sonry for unmasonic conduct, By order of the Lodge, signed, '

MOSES A. LEE, Sec'y.”

‘Now, Sir, the facts about this case are these. The said Richard
Hollister was formerly an inhabitant of said town of Salisbury, and
while such became a member of said Lodge, and was I believe, con-
sidered by Masons a good and valuable Brother. That he was an up-
right and worthy young man, all acquainted’ with his character do
concede. More than a year since the said Richard Hollister removed
from Salisbury to N. Y.leaving a brother of respectable standing in
society, who was not a Mason, behind him. Now this brother a few
months since received a letter from the said Richard, stating, that he
entertained entirely different views of tHexinstitution of Free Mason- ~
ry, from what be once did. That, in fact, he now looked upon the in-

‘stitution with horror and detestation, and believed it to be corrupt,
*wicked, and totally inconsistent with the doctrines of the Christian reli-
gion. Furthermore, said he, nogloubt William Morgan of Batavia has
fallen a vidtim to Masonic vengeance—being put to death by masonic
hands, according to masenic law. Having these views of the insl'm“;o

e



‘133

tion, and having become a follower of Christ—he accompanied his-
letter with a formal resignation of his membership in Momgome‘r!y
Lodge, aud requested his brother to hand the same to some of the
officers of said Lodge—declaring at the same time that he could never
again, without doing violence to his love of ‘country, to his sense of
duty, honour and religion, be present at a Masonic meeting. His re-
quest was complied with—his resignation handed to an officer of said
Lodge, who in a fit of rage declared, that he had exposed himself to
the same penalty that Motgan had suffered! Now the Lodge met to
act upon this resignation, and conventions were called often and re-
“peatedly for some weeks in succession, and no doubt many wise dis-
‘cussions were had, and many spirited resolves passed—for into said
Lodge none but sages and beroes are admitted. Well, at 'ast they
came to the determination that they would expel the refractory member
for unmasonic conduct.. And they have done so by a unenimous vote.
©h how agreed upon a wise measure ! HARARE BRE N AXR

. NOTE XVII.

That the reader may jadge how true this charge is, T will barely
state what is the solemn truth: I shall be fifty-fonr years of age, on
Christmas day of this year; and up to the time of my writing this note,
from the day of my birth, I have not, altogether, drank a gallon, a
the very utmost, of ardent spirits, either brandy, gin, rum or whis.
key. 1 have been employed in early life in the most taborious employ -

.ment, both by sea and laund, and drank nothing but water : for twelve
years past I have drank nothing but water or cider : This is all as
trueas holy writ ; and yet such has been the malevolence, and the
persecuting spirit, of my epemies, that on one occasion, when I was a
candidate for the office of Senator, against Judge Woodworth, the
Judge gained his election by less than 300 majority, in the whole dis-
trict, composed of uine counties, by means of a hand bill which my
enemies sent out, with such precaution, that it reached all the polls, in
season, to answer their foul purpose; buttoo late to give me an oppor-
tunity of refutiog it-; and in whick among other things, I was char-.
ged with heing a DruNEARD! In one town alone | lost at least 300
votes by that mfamous libel ; for so infamously fulse was it, that it
“did not contain a syllable of truth; and yet it alone defeated my elec-
tion. Such is the liberty of the press, in the hands of such wretches -
as those who have shrunk from their duty in Morgan’s case—and who.
from the same mercenary motives—being well paid for it—will at any
time print a mean libel in the dark against any man, and by not put-
ting an imprint to their workyconceal themselves as well as the das-
tardly author. Aslo the otiier ch.:rge of InsaniTY, which, to the dis-
grace of their Fditors, hasbeen seriously stated in several prints, (one
of whieh, the Salem Gagzette, Mass. bears a respectable character,) §
shall give the public a fair opportunity to testit, by the timel get
through with ¢ our ORDER,” if Divine Providence shall spare me (o
perform the labour, which I contemplate.

NOTE XVIIL
The reader must not suppose that I mean here, any thing like o
politicat church and state connection. Iam as much opposed to all
such coanections as ever: So far from weakening, my religious or the.
ological researches bave strengthened, my principles of republican-
ism and civil liberty. I am more tbn%:ver convinced, that Chrisﬂnﬁy‘ i
‘Has been pelréeﬂed and gurrupted, in proportion as it has been {Re
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subject of human laws.. True Christianity, in its opgration on thre
heatt, will ever contribute, indirectly, to the support of good human
faws : buthuman laws never did, never can; contribute to the support
of christianity ; and for the plain and simple reason, that human laws
cannot reach the heart. The Religion of Christ is emphatically THE
ROCK OF AGES—and though human laws may stand firm upon thls’
rock; yet they cannot, in the slightest degree, sustain or supportit:
it issclf-dependent, eternal, unchangeable, while they are dependent
- on the fluctuations of human affairs, are altogether temporal, often
ephemeral, always fleeting. The true Christian will ¢ render unto
Casar the things that are Casar’s;” thatis, he will always cheer-
fully respect and obey the just laws of his country : but Cesar on the
other hand, must let the Christian, as such, alone—and leave him to
settle with God and his conscience his spiritual concerns. I am well
aware that some, who pretend to great science, will scarcely admit
Christianity among the sciences: Iam satisfied, however, that it is not
only one of the sciences—but deserves to be called, to mark its supe-
riority over them all—THE DIVINE SCIENCE. Let us,then pre-
serve it in its purity aloof from the corrupted currents of the world, or
the aid or influence of human laws, by means of which it might be
robbed of its Divinity, becoine earthly, cold, formal, and lo-e its influ.
ence on the heart; without which, it is to all mankind, as to the
Greeks and Jews of old, both ¢ foolishness and a stumbling block.”—
It appears to me, that in the order of Divine Providence, this is the
country, in which the reign of Christ over the hearts of all mankind,
shall commence in carnest; and from heunce be extended to the utter-
most ends of the earth. What we have already done spontaneously,
in India, in the isles of the ocean, and the ancient seat of our Lord’s
Divine Mission, labours, miracles, sufferings and death, is a glorious
presage of what we shall do; provided, the worp and the work be
left, as they have been thus far, to march forward triumphantly, under
the pure guidance and influence of the HovLyY sPIRIT, which animateth
the heart; instead of human laws, legislative enactments,which coerce
the body, but reach not the soul.

NOTE XIX
The most of these works may be found in the Albany Library,cxcept- -
ing in particular,the Commentaries of Michaelis, on the Law of Moses;
a book,without which, I will venture to say,no Law Library (to say no-
thing of a theological onc) can be complete : for to me it appears, that
nothing can be more interesting or useful to a lawyer, than to have itin
his power to trace the principles of his profession in all their sources,
and through all their mautations from the earliest traditions or records,
down to the American Constitutions; but what [ wish particularly to
say inthis note, is, that as nearly all the books I have gone through,
in the course of my investigation, I have been indebted for to the Al-
hany Library, it would be, I think, a mecst important point gained, in
the cause of morality and religion, if the numerous young persons
who flock to that Library, could be led to the serious study of these
works, instead of such trash as [ have often stood by and deeply re-
gretted to hear some ot them call for ; und I must confess felt.frequeni-
ly & secret satisfaction at their disappointment in. not Gnding them,
within the precincts of that valuable institution.

» NOTE XX, ‘ :
Chis is ne fictien ; but for the honour of human nature,by far toe sv-
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g atruth. 1 could at any time substantinte it in a-court of justice,by
testimnny of the highest respectability, but for two reasons. In the-
first place, I could not do it without bringing two valued friends into
a dilemma, ia which I do not wish to involve them. I entered volun-
tarily, from a regard to principle alone, into the editorial war against
Morgan’s kidnappers and murderers ; and on further reflection, upon
the same ground of principle, I declared war agrinst the whole Or-
der ; [ am, therefore, willing to bear the brunt alone, without involv-
ing any friend. In the second place, were the feelings and inter-
estsof my friends not in the way, I should still be very loth as an A-
merican citizen, and more especially as a public sentinel at the edito-
vial desk, to acknowledge, by any act of my own, that [ am to be put
in bodily fear by any man, or set of men. Asan editor I will write and
publish fearlessly, nothing but what I seciously believe to be true, ana
to be my duty to my country and my patrous to publish. If convin-
ced of error, I will honestly and honourably retract, without the least
hesitation : but in pursuit of truth and dury, I will perish before I de-
serteither, Iam tied to no party, and bound by no prejudice. Rea-
son ismy guide, and liberty alone is my object. .

NOTE XXI.

How long, and how ofter, and when and where, the influ-
ence of Free Masonry has been brought to operate secretly
upon our elections, I shall not preterd to say : but I shall
here'relate a circumstance, which T recollect as vividly as
though it had happened ~ithin a few days—and yet I am my-
self surprised, that I never thought of it in any serious or im-
portant point of view,till my miond became excited by the-out-
rages at Batavia, Canandaigva and Fort Niagara. When the
late worthy DaxieL D, Tomerins was first nominated for
the office of Governor, I was standing, in the Legislative
caucus, by the side of Elisha Jenkins, Esq. then Comptrol-
terp or Secretary of State. Mr. Tompkins was scarcely
known as a politician—he had not then distinguished him-
self in public life. I. well recollect struggling in all the con-
flicts of the republican partv at least ten years before he was
known at all in the ranks. I turned to Mr. JrNkINS, and said,
how will our candidate ron ? Is he sufficiently known ? Who
will support bim ? ¢ [ shall support him, for one, said Mr.
Jenkins—ana the less known he is, the better will he run ;
for our opponents can say nothing against him.” I thought
this a sensible remark ; but still I felt alarmed for the sac- -
cess of our candidate, on account of his not being generally

known, as I supposed. I wrned away from Mr. Jenkins, and
the first person 1 came in contact with was the venerable
Judge Peck, of Otsego, now no more, but then one of the
main props of our party. [ put to him the same questions
that I had done to Mr. Jenkins. His reply was, ¢ it will go
well—I understand the Free Masons will turn out to support
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hitn—he was up in our eounty among them, as Grand Visitor
from the Grand Ledge.” On referring to the list of officers
of the Grand Lodge, I find, that Mr. Tempkins was cho-
son Grand Secretary in 1802—his nominatior was,1 believe,
in 1807. Geod forbid, thut I should disturh the ashes of the
dead, and particularly those of Governor Tompkins ; for al-
though we had some serious differences, they were sincerely
and amicably settled several years before he died ; and I can
cbeerfully bear testimony to the goodness of his heart: but
still, if his election was in the first place the result of ma-
sonic influence, it proves the early existence of that influence,
in a polirical point of view. It is no answer to this, 1o say
that Gevernor Tompkins was, indeed, all that is amiable and
exalted, in humanity and benevolence of heart; or that he

~ was one of the best of Chief Magistrates : all this I cheer-
fully admit: but suppose, on the contrary, he h#d been a Ne-
ro, or a Caligula, should we have thanked the Free Masons
for their secret managemient in bringiog him up? I now sin-
cerelv believe, that he made his debut on the-political stage,
through their inflience § althongh at the time the assertion of
Judge Peck made but a momentary impression on my mind :
bat now, when I look back, and reflect upon this anecdote, as
well as many other events in our state pelitics, which ap-
peared to me at the time inexplicable, [ can easily account
for them 3 I find no difficultv in tracing their origin to the
dark and secret retreats of Free Masonry ; and ‘he more es-
peciaily, considering that this secret masonic influence has,
since the early day when Governor Tompkins entered the
fist as a politician, been steadily growing in every town agd
county, tiil it has become a GIGANTIC MONSTER.—

~ how many persons, and how often, since the excitement o
Morgan’s account has existed, have Free Masons, in every’
part of the state, been heard to boast that they {meaning their
Order) held all the important offices, and would continue to
hold them, in spite of all opposition ? Thave myself heard
this boast on more than one occasion.

Again—when T recollect the entry of Governor ToMPRINS
into this city, after his first election, [ am the more fortified
in the opinion that there was an under-current, an artificial
excitement in his case : for as I said before, he was a young
man, and although he had received the appeintment of Judge
of the Supreme Court ; yet he had not officiated at the cir-
cuits any where north and west ot Albany ; his entry, into
this city, was on returning from the first circuit court he had
ever held in @@y of the western counties. A great multitude
however, turned out to meet him, at different stages of his

i
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journey 3 and especially between this city and Schenectady,
the road, for miles, was crowded with footmen, horsemen,
and carriages of every description, well filled. Neither George
Clintou nor John Jay, with all their age, wisdom, and well-
earned revolutionary laurels, had ever received more homage,
than did the young Governor Elect, on this occasion. Mr.
Jay, I believe, never received any such homage, excepting
on one occasion, which I witnessed in New-York, in 1791,
or ’92. I do nut know of any occasion, when one of the
wisest men we ever had at the helm—either in the ‘state or
. federal government—I mean George Clinton—was ever ho-
noured by such pageantry! Without, therefore, detract-
ing in the smallest degree from the merits of Governor Tomp-
kins, I am now perfectly satisfied that it was the secret, un-
seen, influence of the Craft, that produced this extraordinary
excitement in his favour at that early stage of his political
career : I may be in an error; but this is my honest con-
viction.

NOTE IV.—Pagel?.

The following Prospecrus of the NaTiONAL OBSERVER,
was issued agreeably to its date, and has been circulated as
widely as circumstances would permit. It is inserted here,
with the renewed assurance, that the OBserver will continue
to be conducted, with zeal and inflexibility, on the principles
therein stated. The editor can assure the reader, that he has
on hand, and will steadily accumulate, important matter, on
the subject of the dangerous tendency of Frre Masonry, suf-
ficient to give his columns an interesting aspect, for a long
time to come : he fs determined never to relax, so long as
Divine Providence shall spare him for the duty, in his exer-
tions to convince his fellow-countrymen, that the purity and
stability of their free constitutions,depend upon the extinction

_of Free Masonrv, as well as all other secret combinations,—
fe means to republish regularly, at least once in every s x

" months, the whole of the Report of the Western Committees,
in the case of Morgan ; so that the truth of that case may be
knowa, in proportion as the circulation of the Observer shall
be increased and extended.

Whoever sends $3 in advance, free of postage, shall be
entitled to the Observer one year ; and shall also have a
copy of the Solemn Warning seat by mail, or otherwise, as
ordéred ; and any party (not less than six) sending each

$2.50 cents in advance, shall individually have the same
return.

-
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THE NATIONAL OBSERVER. -

Yhe Editor and Publisher of the National Qbserver, are frequently called:
tpon from various lmrti;f the country, for information respecting the abduc-
tiwn of Capt. WILLIAM M ORGA’X;, and other
ted in the Western District of the State of New-York, in the of Saptem-
ber, 1826.— To such inquirers the Qbserver is sent; but the undérsi have
been informed, from sources on which theycan glace reliance, that there are
numbers who would be glad to take the Observer, but know not where to ly
Jor it. The undersigned. therefore, beg leave to call the attention of their
Sellow-citizens, throughout the Union, to the following Address :

TO THE CITIZENS OF THE UNITED STATES.
Fervow CiTizens,

The National Observer is published once a week in the ci-
ty of Albany. It is in its politics republican in the true seuse
of the word, and devoted, with moderation but firmness, to
the present National Administration. Its columns, howev-
ery are open to correspondents of all parties, who may think
proper to forward their essays for publication, which will al-
ways find admittance, if they do not contain offensive person:
al or libellous matter.

On the subject of those nefarious outrages, committed i
September last, in the western district of this state, on the
person and property of unoffending citizens, and which have
so deeply interested, and still continue so deeply to interest.
the feelings of all honest men ; the Observer has uniformly
taken decided ground against the Conspirators, and their o-

Masonic ostrages, commit-~

pen and secret aiders and abettors, who planned and carried.

into effect those daring attacks upon the rights of life, liber-
ty and property. For taking this ground, which no honest
and independent Editor could consistently or honourably re-
fuse to take, the OBsERVER has been proscribed in every di-
rection by masonic zealots,of whom it might well be exclaim-
ed, as of old—¢ Father, forgive them, for they know not
what they do”” WNumerous subscriptions have been with-
drawn—advertising patronage has been cut off—job-work, to
no small amount, diverted, by direct or indirect management,
from the Printer—and in short, every artifice, worthy ofa
dark, corrupt and rotien cause, has been resorted to for the
purpose of destroying every source of its prosperity.

Under such a pressure of circumstances, the Editor and
Publisher, confiding in the spirit of liberty and justice, which
animates the people, have resolved—

Firstly, That they will at all hazards pErsisT in the couise
they have adopted jn relation to the kidoappers and murder-
ers of Morgan, and their aiders and abettors, until they shall
be ferretted out, if possible, and the supremacy of the law,
over private combinations, be effectually sustained.

Secondly, Thafbeing perfectly convinced, from the facts.

-

\
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that have come out in this case—as well as f#ém the conduet
of the masonic fraternity towards the National Observer—
that Free MasoNrY and CIVIL LIBERTY, especially the liber- ,
ty of the Press, cannot exist together—the Editor will, in

- {uture, devote no small portion of his editorial labors to =

steady warfare with the Masonic Order—not with the Inds-
viduals, but with the Order—as a dangerous Order—an Or -
der imported from monarchial-Europe, and inconsistent, in its
secret orginization, its Aristocratic and Royal forms and ap-
pendages, with the republican constitutions, laws, habits, and
manners, of a country, upparently, and weé hope really, de-
signed by the Creator as the conservator of human liberty,
ha,piness, and prosperity. In this determination, indepen-
deut of those recent events, which ought to open the cyes of
all independent freemen, he is fortified by the warning voice
of Washington =gninst all self-created, secret associations.—
He, theiefore, respectfully invites the aid of correspondents,

! who are able and willing to assist him in this warfare of lib-

et

erty and law, against oppression and ouirage 5 of light against

* darkness; of fair, open and undisguised policy, against foul,

secret, and nocturnal inrigue and conspiracy.

He invites especially, the communication of all facts, tend-
ing to show that the Batavia and Cananaaigua outrages have
been approved by the Order ; to this point, the declarations
of members of the i)rdcr, made at various times and places,
he wishes 1o have correctly reported, and by respectable au-
thority. - ’

The communication likewise, of all facts that are calcula-
ted to throw the least ligiit upon the awful fate of the unhappy
victim of masonic vengeance. who has paid the forfeit of his
life—to the violated laws of New- York2—NQ-——of the Unit-
ed States P—NO ot God ?P— NO————hut of the an
cicnt and honourable (raternity of Free and Accepted Ma
sons /—the Grand High Priests—the KNIGHTS TEM-
PLARS—the PRINCES OF JERUSALEM—and the

- GRAND KINGS—whose privileges, and titles, and claims

b
i
!
|

to the exercise of sovereignty, witiin the jurisdiction of New-
York, and of the United States, have been imported from the
ranks of the crusaders,and the dark caverns of the druids, of the
old world ! This is the imperium in imperio—the government
within a government—whose Granp ConGrEss was held at
the, town of Stafford, in the county of Genesee, on the 8th of
September last, to devise means for enfogcing and executing
itsbloody penal éode in the case of William Morgan! And
these measures were but tuo successfully planned, and toe
faithfully executed, for the rights of humanity, and the liber<

.
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tles of the pc,”!e of the state of New-York, and of the Uni
ed States. o ;.

Fellow-Citizéns—You have in these remarks a clear vie
of the principles, by which Tue NartionaL Osserver N
been and will continue to be guided. You are all equally ¢
terested with us, in sustaining the constitution and lawsy
your country, against the muchinations'of all self-created s
cret societies. If ong privatefsociel'y, can establish and eg
cute laws, affecting the lives and libggéits of the people, anot!
er aud another may do the same thfgif; and the General a1
State governments be thus finallygaed effectually set at d¢
ance, if not merged in the vortices bf private, secret and %
created assodiations. Are you prepared for this? 1If n¢
,ancourage us in the stand we have taken, and animate oth .
Editors, who are honest 51151 independent, to pursue the sag
course. 'That the Press should every where take this staf .
is indispensable to the preservation of your dearest rights :
if ever your government shall be overthrown, the mantle
darkaness will in the first place envelope the conspirators, ai
defend them from your grasp,till they have secured thet
selves from ity by effecting the desiruction of your Kberti
All associations, therefore, whick are not carried on in op
day-light, and whose principles and practices are not fain
and fully made known to the public, areof dangerous te
dency, and sedulously to be guarded. ¢gainst by a free as
indépendent people. .

It is for you, fellow-citizens to determine, whether the E¢
tor of Tae Opserveer shall, or shall not be, supported in tl
sTAND he has deliberately and conscientiously assumed.-
Standing, as he 1oes, on the verge of eternity, to him indivi
ually it is of little consequence 3 but to all those in the mer
dian of life, and to our rising”progeny, it is a m..meotous o'
ject,and one which seriously demands their undivided atte!
tion, to preserve unimpaired the boon of liberty, which Hea
en bestowed ppon our fathers; and which they bequeathi
to us, in full confidence that we would never prove ungratef
to the oRIGINAL and DIVINE DONOR, or disgrace their m
mories by a tame surreuder of the high privilege at the fo
stool of tyranny or usurpation,

-e’

S. SOUTHWICK, Editor.
. . G. GALPIN, Pulisher. .,
Albany, (N. Y.) July 20. 1827. T

‘Terms—Three dollais per annum, payable in advance f
. all solitary subscriptions 3 but sogieties nat lessthan six {
_number, will be charged two dollars and fifty cents, provid{
one of the number becomes responsible for ah. B

4

N t



Digitized by G OOg[Q



Digitized by G OOg[Q



. Digitized by GOOS[Q






OCT 27 1984

FLEX RINNINA : e PR






