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TO THE CRAFT UNIVERSAL.

WeE present the “ WorLDp’S MasoN1o REGISTER” to the subscribers and
the fraternity generally, with the confident assurance that the work will
meet their approval, and fully come up to their expectations. The prom-
ises we made we have not only fulfilled to the letter, but we have even
done more, as will be seen by a reference to the Prospectus. The chro-
nological data we believe to be entirely reliable, and the statistics as
complete as it was possible to obtain them up to the time the printer was
ready for the copy. That there are errors in the work, we, however,
believe, as during its passage through the press we were most sorely
afflicted. In publishing & work so comprehensive as this, there are diffi-
culties which make it impossible to have the data complete in every par-
ticular. We will only refer to a few of them. There are some of the
Grand Secretaries who not only delay the printing of their Annual pro-
ceedings to a period when they are of little practical use to their contem-
poraries, but some of the proceedings are deficient in many particulars,
especially those which do not contain a summary of the statistics, which
obliges each of the other thirty-eight Grand Secretaries to wade through
all the publications, at much loss of time and patience. The majority of
Grand Secretaries, however, prepare their proceedings with a dispatch
that is really surprising, and show a disposition to excel in all matters con-
nected with their official duties, the evidence of which is seen in the elab--
onate and complete tables which they furnish, not only of the statistics of
the Grand Bodies in their respective States, but of every other Masonic
Jurisdiction. Another difficulty is that there is no uniform time of meet-
ing of Masonic Grand Bodies. Annual Communications are held in
every month of the year, and hence, if the publication of the proceedings
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should be delayed, the statistics of the preceding year, or perhaps two years
before, must be taken, which is often the case. Again, the frequent
changing, altering, and revising of Constitutions is another difficulty.
Stability in legislation, uniformity in the time of meeting, and the early
publication of the Annual proceedings with full statistics, are essentially
necessary to exhibit the condition of the Institution, such as we have
attempted in this work.

The Subordinate Lodges have no uniform time for holding their elec-
tions, and within the United States there are changes of officers in every
month of the year; and as the Lodges in many jurisdictions held their
elections in November and December, while this work was in course of
publication, we were obliged, in such cases, to give the names of the
officials who were in office. We take pleasure in acknowledging ourselves
indebted to the Grand Secretaries and other prominent brethren for
their prompt responses to our requests for information, sought for during
the sessions of their respective Grand Lodges. The deficiencies and
errors in the present work will be readily seen by the intelligent Free-
mason, and especially the Grand Secretaries, to whom they will be a guide
to furnish us with more full particulars, and make corrections where they are
needed, in order that the work which we propose to publish at the close
of the present year may be perfect and complete in all its details. We
will be under many obligations to the brethren, if they will notify us of
any errors that they may discover in this book, so that they may be cor-
rected in the next edition. The utility of a work such as the “ WorLD’S
Magon1o REGISTER” must commend itself to the judgment of every
Freemason.

The subscribers to the “ WorLp's MaAsoNIc GUIDE,” a work which
Brother A. A. Lechler had purposed publishing, and which was intended
to be similar in every respect to the “ WorLD’S MASONIO REGISTER,” will
receive a copy of this book, as the *“ Guide” will not be published. The
subscribers to the publication will be benefited by this arrangement,

Much of the success of this work is due to Brother Marshall 0. Wag-
goner, of Norwalk, Ohio, through whose energy and application the
largest number of subscribers was obtained for it.

The engraving in the front of the book is the work of Brother Stephen
A. Gimber, of Philadelphia. We can with confidence commend Brother
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(imber to the Craft as an artist of superior merit, of which the engrav-
ing is satisfactory evidence.

In regard to the getting up of this book, no expense has been spared.
The mechanical part of the work throughout was execated by the firm
of J. B. Lippincott & Co., of Philadelphia, the largest book publishing
house in the country, whose well-established reputation needs no com-
ment from us, and who, as the subscribers can judge, have performed
their duty with entire satisfaction and credit to themselves.

In the arrangement and compilation of this work we have had no
sssistance. 'The whole is the result of our own individual labor.

We believe that we may with entire confidence rely upon every sub-
tcriber to this book using his best exertions to obtain subscribers for
the next edition, for which see Prospectus, page 475.

We were extremely careful to have the names and addresses of the
subscribers correct in this book, and if there are any errors, the faalt
was in the writing of those who sent them to us. The original manu-
seript was carefully examined by the compositors, the proof-readers, and
ourselves, and in all cases where the chirography was doubtful, the writ-
ing of the brother was critically scrutinized and compared, so that in case
of an error no blame could be attached to us. We believe, however,
there are few errors, if any, in this work. We take this occasion to re-
mark that, in all our experience, we have never had a book printed by
more careful compositors, nor more critical and correct proof-readers,
than those engaged by the Messrs. J. B. Lippincott & Co., of Philadel-
phia, at whose establishment this work was gotten up for us.

We would especially request the Grand Secretaries of the several
Grand Lodges, Grand Chapters, Grand Councils, and Grand Command-
eries, to forward to us, regularly, copies of the Annual proceedings of
their respective Grand Bodies.

[2&™ We want Agents, to canvass for subscribers for the WoRLD's
Masoxic REGISTER, in every City, County, and State in America and
Europe, to whom liberal compensation will be given. See Prospectus,
page 415 of this volume. Active and industrious brethren, possessing
the requisite qualifications, will find this a respectable and remunerative
occapation. Applications.must be accompanied with satisfactory recom-

-
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mendations. Prospectns'es forwarded, and terms made known, by

addressing
LEON HYNEMAN,

WorLD’s MasoNIc REGISTER OFFICE,
Philadelphia, Pa.

¥ Agents wanted, to canvass for the MasoNic LiBRARY. See
Prospectus, page 416 of this volume. We can promise industrious and
competent brethren a rich reward for their labors in introducing the Ma-
soNIo LiBRARY among the Craft, while at the same time they will be
most usefully employed in disseminating Masonic information of the
highest importance to the fraternity. Every Freemason should possess
this MasoN1c LiBRARY.

& Brethren who wish to canvass for subscribers for the * WorLD’s
MasonNIic REGISTER AND HISTORICAL, BIOGRAPHICAL, CHRONOLOGICAL,
AND SraTisTicAL CoMPENDIUM,” will please make early application, as
we wish to have the canvas thorough and complete, and the book pub-
lished at as early a day as possible. The Agents for the present work
will oblige us if they will also act for the next edition, and secure sub-
scriptions in their several districts with promptness and dispatch.

I The next edition of the WorLD’s MasoNic REGISTER will
be embellished with at least two Steel Engravings—one of them the
Portrait of a distingnished Past Grand Master, who during the anti-
Masonic persecution was a tower of strength and support to the Institu-
tion.
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ORIGIN OF FREEMASONRY.

FREEMASONRY, at this time the most permanent and widely extended associa-
tion on the globe, had its origin in a remote antiquity, and embraces among its
membership men of all classes and conditions, from the humble artisan to the
king on the throne, and men of every variety of political opinions and of every
shade of religion founded upon a belief and adoration of the great I Aw.
Although the origin of Freemasonry has been considered a mystery by the
many, its footprints are visible in every age and its records traced through all
the distant past. The original basis of Freemasonry was, doubtless, @ compact
or solemn agreement entered into between its originators to worship the one
living and true God, the Creator of all worlds, at a time when the crudest
notions prevailed in regard to Deity; when a multiplicity of gods were wor-
shiped, and the most degraded observances in the name of religion were prac-
ticed. This compact may, with a great degree of certainty, be traced to have
originated with Joseph and his brethren in Egypt, as at no other period of the
world’s history does there appear to have existed a necesssty for a mutual agree-
ment of such a nature. The beginning of Freemasonry was the administering
an obligation by Joseph to his brethren, after the decease of their father Jacob,
binding them to continue steadfast in their belief in the Creator of the universe
and to deal justly with their fellow-man. The diversity of individual character
and the differences in the moral status of the human family necessitated, how-
ever, in time, additional obligations to the original compact, and also additional
qualifications, and thus Freemasonry gradually developed until it matared into
a perfect organization at the building of the Temple by Solomon. As the chil-
dren of Israel were in constant intercourse with the Egyptians, some fell into
their habits and customs, and in a measure departed from the faith of their
fathers, and thus the moral qualifications, as an additional prerequisite to a belief
in Deity, was rendered essential to be admitted into the covenanted brother-
hood. Thus the developments of the moral clements of Freemasonry grew out
of the frailty of the human heart and the desire manifested for the “flesh pots
of Egypt.” Moses in early life entered into the covenant, and while in the land
of Midian, where he lived a life of seclusion for a period of forty years, inspired
by Divine Wisdom, he elaborated his excellent code of laws, embracing every
duty that man owes to God and to his fellow-man, and every essential to his
happiness in this and the future life. The Decalogue, which forms the basis of
the moral law of every people, was, soon after it was promulgated, adopted as

2 (11)
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the standard of qualifications of those who sought to be and were considered
worthy of being received into the covenant; and it was during the sojourn of
the children of Israel in the wilderness that the humanizing principles were
adopted which form the crowning glory of Freemasoury, exalting it for its ex-
pansive love and practical sympathy far above all other institutions. At the
building of the Tabernacle, Moses arranged and classified those who were en-
gaged in its construction according to their capacities, and there originated that
symbolic instruction which Solomon, some centuries afterward, adopted at the
building of the Temple. It was at this period that the working tools, which form a
peculiar characteristic of Freemasonry, with their monitorial illustrations, were
introduced. These symbols were used for a twofold purpose: one to remind the
children of Israel of the bondage from which they had just been liberated, and
the other for the purpose of imparting moral instruction. The working tools,
" with which they had become familiar, were thus invested with an interest which
made their labors light and evoked thought. They were no longer the simple
implements of labor, but stern, earnest, solemn teachers, speaking to the heart,
and impressing upon the mind lessons of the highest import. The duties of
life, for the proper development of the physical man and the intellectual facul-
ties, were taught by those quiet instructors. They taught the government of
the passions, the regulation and proper appropriation of time, the necessary ob-
servances for the maintenance of health, sympathy for the poor and unfortunate,
practical benevolence, charity in its most extended signification, man’s duties
to his family, his neighbor, his country, and his God. And to render their
teachings more impressive and effectual, they were first placed upon an ALrar
consecrated to Deity; a simple altar, upon which no metallic tool had been
lifted, about which nothing offensive or defensive could appear, around which all
in humble position bent the knee to one common Father, and there the solemn
and all-important lessons were communicated by authorized teachers. The
fandamental principles which constitute the landmarks of Freemasonry, its
moral teaching, its symbolic illustrations, were all engrafted by Moses upon the
organization formed of those admitted into the covenant; and in all the course of
time, the ages through which the institution has passed, no principle of moral
ethics has been added to the original code; it culminated in its highest perfee-
tion under the Grand-Mastership of Moses. The Temple of Freemasonry rests
upon solemn covenants obligatory upon all who have voluntarily assumed its
obligations. The original covenant of a belief in Deity, imposed by Joseph
upon his brethren in Egypt, forms the first requirement of Frreemasonry at this
time, and ever has been a primary and necessary qualification. It is not posai-
ble to conceive of a purer, or nobler, or more stable foundation than that upon
which the Temple of Freemasonry is constructed. No other institution can
claim an origin so exalted, so purely divine and holy.

There are some writers who absurdly claim that Freemasonry originated with
the Adam of Moses, the first man; others that it originated with the priests of
Egypt; some find a resemblance in the rcligious rites of the worship of the
heathen deities; and others, again, ascribe its origin to a body of operative
masons who, for their mutual protection, established signs and symbols by which
they could recogmize each other. But these pretensions are as absurd as they
are ridiculous. Freemasonry had no other origin than the assuming of a cov-
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enant to continue steadfast in the belief of the only one living and true God,
the Creator of heaven and earth; and the Masonic institution could not have
originated in any other way than as we have stated, as its requirements, symbol-
ism, teachings. and ceremonials plainly prove.

As the children of Israel had been held in a state of bondage by the Egyp-
tians, they being originally freemen, freeborn, after their exodus from Egypt,
the principle was adopted as a fundamental law of the covenanted brotherhood
that no bondman, only those who were freeborn, freemen, should be received
into the covenant; and through all the intervening ages down to the present
time this has constituted a landmark of Freemasonry.

The physical qualifications which in later times have been regarded as relat-
ing solely to the limbs and physical senses of the outward man, had a more
extended application when they were first considered necessary as prerequisites
to admission into the covenant. The object was to admit those only who had
not violated the laws of their own natures, those only who had lived regularly,
were temperate in all things, had not indulged vitiated or depraved appetites,
had not impaired their physical or mental organisms, so that the soul or spirit
could act with perfect freedom in the fulfillment of its mission, in its progress
onward and upward, developing fully its strength and majesty through all the
eternal ages of its immortality. Thus the qualifications hale and sound, not
deformed nor dismembered, perfect and upright, are not only based upon the
soundest philosophy, but their object was the perfection of the being created in
the image and likeness of God.

It may reasonably be inferred that in the early ages, when our institution
first had birth, that the time devoted for the assemblies of the brotherhood was
wholly taken up with serious and solemn instruction, with the labors necessary
to receive the neophyte into the covenant, with teaching the fundamental prin-
ciples of the association, its symbolism, etc., and for these reasons the gentler
sex were excluded, as the natural endearments of husband and wife, of brother
and sister, of affianced loved ones, would in a great degree attract the attention
away from the high and holy purposes in which they were engaged.

The elective franchise, which is the charter of liberty, was instituted in the
early organization of the covenanted brotherhood, and through all the dark ages,
in all despotic governments, the brethren in their mystic associations, as in all
the Masonic lodges at the present time, in all countries, monarchical or other-
wise, preserved and maintained the very principles of free democratic institu-
tions, and not only was the elective franchise exercised in the voluntary choice
of officers to preside, rule, and govern, but also as to the reception of those
desiring to be admitted into the fraternity.

The landmarks of Freemasonry, recognized as such at the present day, were
established at the remote periods referred to, and the system, as regards its
principles, philosophy, and morality, embrace the whole of man’s duties to God,
his neighbor, his family and himself,

The relation which Freemasons sustain toward each other renders necessary
that the duties illustrated in the points of fellowship should be the rule and
standard to govern the fraternity in their intercourse with each other. These
daties bind in the closest relationship the members of the Masonic Order, and
its obligations unite them in the golden chain of brotherhood. Within the
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mystic sanctums brother meets brother in fond embrace, and vows of fidelity
are registered on the heart which neither flint nor steel can erase.

The pulse of affection beats strong, as, hand firmly grasped in hand, the mys-
tery is communicated which binds in & golden chain the members of the mystic
tie. A Mason's feet will not grow weary in a brother's cause, although the
way be long and rough; the voice of a brother in distress, a brother’s cry for
assistance, finds a responsive echo in a Freemason’s breast, and with alacrity he
will fly to his relief, and cheerfully perform those duties which sympathy and
humanity require.

A Freemason’s duties toward his brethren do not cease with rendering
those services which our common humanity demands-—nay, there are others
equally binding of the most sacred nature. In the silent hour of the night, in
the secret chamber, in his devotions to the Merciful Father, on bended knees,
he will always remember his brethren of the mystic tie.

A Freemason whose life corresponds to the teachings of our ritual, who
studiously observes all that which it enjoins, who practices all of its obligations,
to such a one a brother may in confidence repose. The counsel of a brother
who will assist us in our need, and remember us in his devotions, we may be
assured will be divested of every selfish consideration, and to his bosom we may
confide the trials and the difficulties incident to our struggles in this life. His
breast will be a safe repository of all that he receives, and to him may be en-
trusted with safety such confidential communications of an honorable nature as
we would only impart to one who felt a real interest in our welfare.

A true brother is more than a friend. He is bound by the golden chain of
love, and in prosperity and adversity, in all the trials of life, remains not only
firm, but sticketh closer, and the rivets are more firmly forged in misfortune, in
distress and danger; yea, he will fly to rescue his brother in the hour of peril
even though his life should be endangered thereby.

A true brother may not only be entrusted confidentially with the secret com-
munings of our own breast, but he will defend his brother from the aspersions of
malice, hatred or jealousy, in his absence as well as in his présence.

These are all points which the bonds of fraternity and close relation of brother-
hood naturally and constitutionally exact.

The design of Freemasonry is to improve, elevate, and exalt the members of
the fraternity, so that they may adorn the temple of the living God. This life
is but an snitiatory probation. There is a world beyond, in which higher degrees
are in reserve—in which higher mysteries will be unfolded—but man’s duty here
on earth is to live a life of purity in conformity to the teachings of Freemasonry,
and then, when the gavel of the Supreme Grand Master shall call us away,
death will have no sting, and we will advance onward in our progressive mission
to the unseen world, knowing no fear, no danger, and we will enter the mansions
of light in God's eternal world, and continue our labors throughout an endless
immortality, seeking for more and more light from the exhaustless lamp of
wisdom of God the Father. So mole it be.
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"ANCIENT LAWS AND CHARGES.

THE COMMANDMENTS.
The Decalogue contains the original laws of Freemasonry:—

I Awx the Lord .thy God, who have brought thee out of the land of Egypt,
out of the house of slavery. Thou shalt have no other gods before me.

“Thou shalt not make unto thyself any graven image, or any likeness of any-
thing that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the
water under the earth. Thou shalt not bow thyself down to them, nor serve
them; for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the
fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that
hate me; and showing mercy unto the thousandth generation of them that
love me, and keep my commandments.

“Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord
will not hold him guiltless that.taketh his name in vain.

“Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labor and
do all thy work. But the seventh day is the Sabbath in honor of the Lord thy
God: in it thoa shalt not do any work, neither thou, nor thy son, nor thy daugh-
ter, thy man-servant, nor thy maid-servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is
within thy gates. Forin six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the
sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord
blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it. )

“Honor thy father and thy mother, in order that thy days may be prolonged
upun the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.

“Thou shalt not kill.

“Thou shalt not commit adultery.

“Thou shalt not steal.

“Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor.

“Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s house. Thou shalt not covet thy neigh-
bor's wife, nor his man-servant, nor his maid-servant. nor his ox, nor his ass, nor
anything that is thy neighbor’s.”—(Rev. I. Leeser’s Translation, Philadelphia.)

The whole of the Decalogue is embraced in the commandments :—

~Thou shalt love the Lord thy God,” and “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as
thyself.”

ANCIENT RECORDS.

In profane history early mention is made of the fraternity of Freemasons.
In the year a.L. 4300, history records the following:—

“8t. Alban loved Masons well and cherished them much, and he made their pay
right good, viz , two shillings per week, and three pence to their cheer; whereas
before that time, through all the land, a Mason had but a penny a day and his
meat, until St. Alban amended it. He also obtained of the king a charter for
the Freemasons for to hold a General Council, and gave it the name of Assem-
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bly, and was.thereat himself as Grand Master, and helped to make Masons, and
gave them good charges, etc.”

In the year A.L. 4924, in the reign of Athelstan, the craft were under the
charge of his brother Edwin, who obtained a royal charter from the king em-
powering the craft to meet and hold an Annual Communication in the City of
York. The ancient record reads as follows :—

“That tho’ the ancient records of the Brotherhood in England, were most of
them destroyed or lost in the wars with the Danes, who burnt the monasteries
where the records were kept, yet King Athelstan, (the grandson of Alfred,) the
first anointed king of England, who translated the Holy Bible into the Saxon
language, when he had brought the land into Rest and Peace, built many great
works, and encouraged many Masons from France and elsewhere, whom he ap-
pointed overscers thereof; they brought with them the Charges and Regula-
tions of the foreign Lodges, and prevailed with the king to increase the wages.

“That Prince Edwin, the king's brother, being taught Geometry and Masonry,
for the love he had to the said craft, and to the honorable principles whereon it
is grounded, purchased a free charter of King Athelstan, his brother, for the
Freemasons having among themselves a correction, or a power and freedom to
regulate themselves, to amend what might happen amiss, and to hold a yearly
communication in a General Assembly.

“That accordingly Prince Edwin summoned all the Free and Accepted Ma-
sons in the realm, to meet him in a congregation at York, who came and formed
the Grand Lodge under him as their Grand Master, a. L. 4926.

“That they brought with them many old writings and records of the craft,
some in Greek, some in Latin, some in French and other languages; and from
the contents thereof, they framed the Constitutions of the English Lodges, and
made a law for themselves, to preserve and observe the same in all time
coming.”

In the reign of Edward III., who came to the throne a.rL. 5327, the following
is recorded : —

“That in the glorious reign of King Edward IIL, when Lodges were many
and frequent, the Grand Master with his Wardens, at the head of the Grand
Lodge, with the consent of the Lords of the realm, then generally Freemasons,
ordained—

“That for the future, at the making or admission of a brother, the Constitu-
tions and the Charges shall be read.

“That Master Masons, or Masters of Work, shall be examined whether they
be able of cunning to serve their respective Lords, as well the highest as the
lowest, to the honor and worship of the foresaid art, and to the profit of their
Lords ; for they be their Lords that employ and pay them for their travel.

“That when the Master and Wardens preside in a lodge, the Sheriff, if need
be, or the Mayor, or the Alderman (if a brother) where the chapter is held,
shall be sociate to the Master, in help of him against rebels and for upholding
the rights of the realm.

“That Enter'd Prentices at their making shall be charged not to be thieves,
nor thieves maintainers. That the Fellow Crafts shall travel honestly for their
pay, and love their fellows a3 themselves; and, that all shall be true to the
King, to the realm, and to the Lodge.
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“That if any of the fraternity should be fractious, mutinous, or disobedient to
the Grand Master's orders, and after proper admonitions should persist in his
rebellion, he shall forfeit all his claim to the rights, benefits, and privileges of a
true and faithful brother, etc.; concluding with Amen. So mote ¢ be.”

POEM ON THE CONSTITUTIONS OF MASONRY.

Translated by Jaues OrcrArD HaLLiwELL, Esq., F.R.S,, Hon. M.R.ILA,, FS.A.,
M.R.8.N.A, etc., (written during the fourteenth century.)

This poem on the Constitutions of Freemasonry is taken from a very small
quarto manauscript on vellum, written not later than the latter part of the four-
teenth century, preserved in the Old Royal Library at the British Museum.
(Bib. Reg. 17 A, L. ff. 32.) Casley,* by some strange oversight, in the only
catalogue we at present poscess, has entifled it “ a poem of moral duties;” and,
although he gives the Latin title correctly, yet the real contents of this singular
document were quite unknown until I pointed them out in an essay “ On the
Introduction of Freemasonry into England,” read before the Society of Anti-
quaries, during the sess