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DEDICATION.

.

To the most.puissant and noble PEinca

HE NRY SOMEURGSET,

Duke of Beaufort; Marquis ard Earl of Worcester
and Glamorgan; Viscount Gresmont; Baron Herbert ;
Lord of Ragland, Chepstow, and Gower; and Baron
Beaufort of Caldecot Castle, Most Worshipful Grand-
Master of the most Antient and Honourable SOCIETY
of FREE and ACCEPTED MASONS in ENGLAND.

May it please your GrACE.

THE following sheets tending to inculcate the exalted

principles of benevolence, universal harmony and
unlimited charity, have a peculiar claim to your Grace’s
patronage and protection, who so zealously and success-
fully have supported and diffused the blessings of our
laudable institution. Homnours! derived from such a
source, and established oni a constant adherence to such
excellent designs, can never fade. And while they endear
your Grace to every humane heart, must also inspire the
friends to our society, with the most lively sentiments of
gratitude and pleasure, both for your Grace’s attention
and known goodness to particular Brethren, and your
readiness to propose and adopt every measure, calculated
to add dignity to our establishment, and give energy and
authority to its laws.

This glorious prospect gives us the fullest hopes, that
under your Grace’s illustrious patronage, the benign
sentiments of charity and the indispensible duty of pro-
moting the general welfare of mankind, will be more
universally and extensively received.
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Encouraged by these considerations, I flatter myself
your Grace will forgive my endeavour to secure perma-
* nency to the following sheets by prefixing a name, which
must be revered by every friend to the interest of hu
manity, and the benevolent intentions of our institution
till time and Masonry shall be no more.

May it pleass your Grack,

Your Gracx’s most dutiful,
And devoted humble servant,

. WELLINS CALCOTT.
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INTRODUCTION.

@2l we duly consider Max, we shall find
B him a social being; and in effect, such is

i his nature, that he cannet well subsist
i alone. For out of socizty he could neither

ties and talents, nor retain any real or
solid happiness.

Had not the Gop.of nature intended him for society,

he would never have formed him subject to such a variety
of wants and infirmities. 'This would have been highly
inconsistent with divine wisdom, or. the regularity of
omniscience; on the contrary, the very necessities of
human nature unite men together, and fix them in a state
of mutual dependence on one another. For select the
most perfect and accomplished of the human race, 8 Her-~
CULES or & SAmMsoN, 8 Bacon or 8 BoyLE, a Lockk or a
Newron; nay, we need not except SorLomon himself,
and suppose him fixed alone, even in this happy country,
where nature, from her bounteous stores, seems to have
formed another Edes, and we should soon find him
deplorably wretched; and by being destitute of a secial
intercourse, deprived of every shadow of happiness.
Therefore, for the establishment of our felicity, provi-
dence in its general system with regard to the govern-
ment of this world, has ordajned a reciprocal connexion
between all the various parts of it, which cannotsubsist
without & mutual dependence; and from the human spe-

preserve life, display or perfect his facul-
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cies, down te the lowest parts of the creation, one chain
unites all nature. This is excellently observed, and beau-
tlfully described, by a late celebrated poet, in the follow-
ing lines*
* Godm!];cmtnroofeaahbangomd:
Its proper bliss, and sets its proper bounds ;
But as he form'd a whole, the whole to bless,
On mutual wants built mutual happiness.
So from the first-eternal order ras,-
. And creature link'd tp creature, man lo man.
’ " Porzm.

¢

Under these circumstances, men must of necessity form
associations fer their comfort and defence, as well as for
their very existence...

Had revelation been a.ltogether silent on this pomt, yet
we might by, the mere light of nature have easily dis-
covered it to be our duty to be kindly affectionate one to
another. No system can be more agreeable to the’common
sentiments of mankind, nothing built upon surer terms
of equity and reason, than that I should treat my fellow-
creature with the same candour and benevolence, with
the same affection and sincerity I sheuld expect my-
self. It is true this was net delivered in express
words till the time of Moses, nor so fully explained
and understood as at the coming of the prophets. Yet
we have great reason to believe that it was the first- law
revealed to .4dam, immediately upon his fall, and was a
genuine precept of uncorrupted human nature. That
every one is naturally an enemy to his neighbour, was
the malevolent assertion of a late philosopher [Hosss ;]
one who vainly thinking himself deeper versed in the
principles of man than any before him, and having miser-
ably corrupted his own mind by many wild extravagan-
cies, concluded, frorh such acquired -corruption, that all
men were naturally the same. How to reconcile a tenet
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of this kind with the justice and goodness of a supreme
Being, seems a task.too difficult for the most knowing
person to execute; and what the author himself was
contented barely to lay down, without the least shew of
argument in its defence. That God should be a being of
infinite justice, creating us in a necessary state of depend-
ence on, and at the same time bring us into the world
with inclinations of enmity and cruelty -towards each
other, is a contradiction so palpable, as no man can assert
consistently with a reverential notion of his Maker. And
were there no sufficient proofs against it, even from our
imperfect ideas of the Creator, the very laws of nature
would confute jt.

By the law of nature, I would be understood to mean,
that will of God which is discoverable to us by the light
of reason without the assistance of revelation. Now no-
thing is more evident than this grand maxim, That what-
ever principles and actions have an inseparable connexion
with the public happiness, and are necessary to the well-
being of society ; are fundamental laws of nature, and bear
the stamp of divine authority.

This will more evidently appear from the foHowmg
consideration: When the GrRAND ARGHITRCT OF THE
Universe had, with the greatest wisdom and most exact
proportion, formed this globe, and replenished it with
every thing necessary for life and ornament, he last of all
created man, after his own image, enduing him with
rational and immortal powers, adequate to the present
and future happiness for which he was designed.

But though he found himself in paradise where every
thing abounded for his sustenance and delight, yet for
want of a creature of the same rational nature with him-
self, his felicity was incompleat; so much did the innate
ideas of society possess and influence the buman mind
from its first existence, that the highest enjoyments with-
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out participation, were tasteless and unaffecting;* a
strong proof that even in the original state of human
nature, selfish and narrow principles bad no share; and
that to communicate blessings was to increase them.
To gratify his wishes, enlarge his mind, and establish his
(before imperfect) happiness, God created an help meet
for him, “Woman, his last best gift;’ ‘theréby enabling
him to exchange the solitary for the social life; an imper-
fect for a perfect bliss! . Now the human mind began to
expand; a new train of ideas and affections succeeded;
its joys were increased, and its wishes accomplished.
These dispositions were continued with the species, and
max has ever since had recourse to society as an essential
-means to humanize his heart and meliorate the enjoy-
ments of life. .

' But, alas! he being created free in the exertion of the
faculties, both of body and mind, and these faculties being
vitiated by sim in our first parents, the taint became
hereditary, and soon broke out in symptoms which fore-
boded destruction to the peace and happiness of the
world. Cain farnished ah eatly and terrible instance of
the truth of this assertion, when of the first two brothers
that ever were od earth, one fell a vietim to the envious
fury of the other, and demonstrated that a train of new
passions had taken possession of the human heart. Enovy,
hatred, and revenge now made their appearance, and blood-
shed and discord followed.  Ties of consanguinity first
cemented mankind; but - after the sons of Noakh had
rendered the earth more populous. and the confusion of

¢ Qur grandsire .Adam, ere of Eve possest,
Alone, and e’en in Paradise unblest,
‘With mournful look the blissful scene snrvey'd
And wander'd in the solitary shade;
The Maker saw, took pity, and bestow'd
Woman, the last, the best reserve of Gopn!
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‘languages had separated one family from another, vice
and impiety boldly reared their heads. Therefore, to
remedy these dreadful evils, and avert their conse-
quences, the uniting various men and different orders in the
bands of friendship, seemed the best and surest method;
and was indeed the greatest and most effectual defence
against the universal depravity of corrupted human na~
ture: It was here alone protection could be had, from
the attacks of violence, or the insinuations of fraud,
from the force. of brutal strength, or the fnares of guilty
design.

Further to promote 'these ends, and secure such bless-
ings, laws were now necessarily introduced for the safety
and advantage of -every individual; and of their good
effect we in this nation ought to be better judges than
the whole world besides, for ours, we may extol, as Bt.
Paul expressés himself, «In confidence of boasting.”

- If we confine ourselves to particular parts of society,
and treat on bodies of men, who, thongh members of, and
subordinate to the general system, unite themselves into
distinct communities, for their own immediate advantage,
and relatively for the public benefit, we shall find some
enterjng into such associations upon different views, and
to answer various purposes. We, of this nation in par-
ticular, fear no enemy at our gates, no violence from our
neighbours, and I hope no treachery from -our friends;
but assemble with men of similar opinions and manners,
not eut of necessity for the preservation of our lives, but
to render them more benvficial to others and pleasing to
ourselves; by enabling us to perform those duties, and
afford that assistance to each other in a #nited capacity,
which as individuals we were unable to do.

To this kind of asdociations, I shall confine myself in
the following work ; and shall treat on the ancient insti-
tution of Free and Accepted Masont in particular; an estab-
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lishment founded on the benevolent intentions of extend-
ing and confirming mutual happiness, upon the best and
truest principles of moral and social virtue. -

For among many instgnces of the above truth, apparent
to every intelligent person, let us reflect thatin all socie-
ties and goverrnments there are some indigent and misera~
ble, whom we are taught to regard as objects of our
compassion and our bounty ; it is our indispensible duty,
to aid such with our councel, commiserate their afflictions,
and relieve them in their distress. -

*Tis what the happy to th’ ushappy ote,
For what man gives, the gods on him bestow.
) A Pors.

This principle is the dord of peace, and the cement of
masonic affection. Free Masons esteem if as a virtue of
the most diffusive nature, not to be confined to particular
persons, but extended te the whole human race, ta admin-
ister assistance to whom, is their highest pride and their
utmost wish, establishing friéndships and forming con-
pexions, not by receiving, but conferring benefits. As
soon might the builder alone work through each tedious
course of an edifice without the assistance of his fellow-
crafts-men, as poor Aelpless, unassisted man, toil thyough
each chequered stage of human life. <

The Almighty has therefore furnished men with differ-
ent capacities, and blessed them with various powers,
that they may be mutually beneficial and serviceable to
each other; and indeed wherever we turn our-eyes and
thoughts, we shall find scope sufficient to employ those
capacities, and exercise those powers, agreeable to the
celebrated maxim of the great Socratic disciple, that we
are not born _for ourselves alone.

That we may not be too much eleva.ted with the con-
templation of our own abundance, we should consider no
man comes into this world withqut imperfections ; that we
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may not decline being serviceable to our fellow-creatures,
we should reflect, that all have their portion for smprove-
ment; that we may not be remiss er reluctant in.good
offices, we should remind ourselves, however affluent our
fortune, we are not entirely srdependent of others, and where
much is given, much will he required. We are com-
manded to be fruitful in good works; and throughout the
whole creation we shall find no precedent: for inutility
or indolence, for he that contributes neither study, labour,
or fortune to the public, is a deserter of the community.
All human affections; if directed by the governing princi-
ple of reason, tend to promote some useful purpose.
Compassion, if properly exerted, is the most beneficent of
all human virtues, extending itself to a. greater number
of objects, exciting more lasting degrees of happiness,
than any other. Some affections are indeed more fierce
and violent, but .zheir action, like a sudden explosion of
combustibles, is no sooner begun than its force is spent.
The rational, the manly pleasure, which necessarily
accompanies compassion, can enly be known to those who
have experienced its effects; for who ever relieved the
indigent, and did not ab the same time receive the highest
gratification? To see a fellow-creature labouring in
agony and pain, or struggling under the oppressive bur-
then of helplessness and want, presently raises pity in
the human breast,-induces -us to sympathize with the
object in his distress, and jnspires us with the tender
dispositions of charity and assistance.
. If our pleasure was to be estimated in proportion to its
extent and duration, that of doing good must rival and
outshine all others the mind is susceptible of, being both
from its nature, and the variety of objects on which it
acts, greatly superior to the fleeting and unsatisfactory
enjoyment arising frem the gratifying our sensual appe-
tites. Hence compassion, both-an acoount of its duratiom,
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from its pleasing effects, and its unbounded utility to the
world, ought to be highly valued and duly cultivated by
all who consult their own felicity, or the prosperity and
interest of the country or people to which they belong.

It would be absurd to dwell longer on this head, as I
am addressing & body who in every age, from the earliest
" times to this present day, have been justly celebrated for
their disinterested liberality, and whose proceedings have
been constantly directed by the desires of doing good to,
and promoting the happiness of every individual.

From the foregoing considerations, the necessity of
constituting particular societies, is strikingly obvious:
For, next to the veneration of the supreme Being, the
love of mankind seems to be the most promising source
of real satisfaction: It is a never-failing one to him, who,
possest of this principle, enjoys also the means of indulg-
ing it; and who makes the superiority of his fortune, his
knowledge, or his power, subservient to the wants of his
fellow-creatures. - It is true, there are few whose abili-
ties or fortunes are so adapted to the necessities and
infirmities of human_ nature, as to render them capable of
performing works of universal beneficence, but a spiriz of
universal benevolence may be exercised by all; and the
bounteous Father of nature has not proportioned the
pleasure to the greatness of the effect, but to the greatness
of the cause. Here let not my meaning be mistaken; I
would not be understood, te insinuate that we are so
obliged to be bountiful that motking will excuse us; for
it is an universal maxim among Masons, that Justice
must precede charity ;7 and, except where the exigencies
of the distressed call for iMMEDIATE relief, we should
always recollect -our natural comnerions and debts to the
world, whenever our dispositions may prompt us to bestow
any singular bounty. And give me leave to observe, it
is not the idle, indolent or extravagant, but the industri-
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ous, though distressed Brother, who has.a just title to
our extraordinary beneficence; a circunistance that ought
always to direct the exertion of the above virtue.

Having thus, in some measure, deduced the natute and
necessity of society, and in part shiewn the duties incum-
bent upon us as members of it : May we, as upright men
and Masons, faithfully discharge the duties of our various
stations; and abeve all, be ever ready to do to others us
we could in their circumstances reasonably wish to be
done unto.

They who move in a higher sphere, have indeed a larger
province wherein to do good; but those of an inferior
degree will be as eminently distinguished in the mansions
of bliss (if they move regularly, if they are useful members
of society) as the highest. He who performs his part
‘best, not he who personates an exalted character, will
meet with applause. For the moon, though it borrows
its light from the sun, also sets forth the glory of God;
and the flowers of the field declare a Providence eqnally
with the stars of the firmament.

To conclude then, let me exhort all my worthy Breth-
ren to be diligent in the cultivation' of every moral and
social virtue, for so long only do we act consistently with
the principles of our venerable institution. Then what
has been said, though on an occasion far mere important
to mankind, may not improperly be appropriated as the
badge of our respectable order, ¢ By this shall all men
know that you belong to the Brethren if your hearts glow
with affection, not to Masons alone, but to the whole
race of mankind.” And well indeed may ours be called
a happy institution, whose supreme wish is founded on
the truest source of felicity, and whose warmest endeav-
ours are ever exerted in cementing the ties of human
nature by acts of benevolence, charity and social affec-

on: And who, amidst the corruption and immorality
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of the latter ages, have maintained in their assemblies
the genuine principles and unsullied reputation acquired
and established in the first.

Whilst qualities like thege direct your proceedings and
influence your sctions, FREE MASONRY must ever be
revered and cultivated, by the just, the good, and the
exalted mind, as the surest means of establishing peace

Aarmony, and good will amongst men.

BB B 8 8
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DISQUISITION,

&c., &c., &c,.

AglHE antiquity and utility of Free Ma-
“TJ SONRY, beix::gy nerally acknowledged ‘in
Pl most parts of the habitable globe, it
2/l would be as absurd to conceive it re-
, AN quired new aida for its support, as for him
who has the use of sight to demand a
proof of the rising and seting of the sun.
Nevertheless, in eompliance with the requests of many
worthy Brethren, I shall lay before my readers some
strictures on the origin, nature and design of that insTI-
ruTioN; and, with prudent reserve, confute and avert
the many shameful and idle falsehoods which are
industriously propagated by its enemies, the better to
inform the candid and well-meaning, who might not
readily know how to investigate the truth, or want leisure
and opportunity for that purpose.
With this view I have made it my business to collect a
eat number of Easmges from writers eminent for their -
ing and probi

ity, where I thought they might serve
to illustrate my subject. The propriety of such pro-
ceeding is too obvious to need any apology.

If our first parent and his offspring bad continued 1
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the terrestrial paradise, they would have had no occasion
for mechanic arts, or any of the sciences now in use;
Apam being created with all those perfections and bless-
ings, which could either add to his dignity, or be con-
ducive to his real welfare: In that happy period he had
no propensity to evil, no perverseness In his heart, no
darkness or obscurity in his understanding; for had he
laboured under these maladies he would not have been a
perfect man, nor would there be any difference betwixt
man in a state of innecence, and in a state of degeneracy
and corruption. It was, therefore, in consegnence of his

- wilful-transgression that any evils came upon him. And

having lost his innocence, he, in that dreadful moment,
forfeited likewise his supernatural lights and infused
knowledge, whereby-every science (as far as human na-
ture is capable of) was rendered familiar to him without
the tedious labour of ratiocination, requisite te men even
of the greatest abilities, whose ideas after all remain
weak and imperfect.

From this remarkable and fatal =ra, we date the ne-
cessity and origin-of the sciences. First arose divinity,
wherehy: was pointed out to fallen man the ways and

- will of @od; ¥he omnipotence and mercy of an offended
"Creator: Then law,* as directing us to distribute justice

to our neighbour, and relieve those who are oppressed or
suffer wrong. The royal art was beyond all doubt coeval
with the above sciences, and was carefully handed down
by Methuselah, who dyed but a few days before the general
deluge, and who had lived' 245 years with Apawm, by
whom he was instructed in all the mysteries of this
sublime science, which he faithfully communicated to his
Erandson Noasn, who transmitted it to posterity. And it

as ever been preserved with a veneration and prudence
suitable to its great importance, being always confined
to the knowledge of the worthy only. This is confirmed
by many instances, which men of reading and specula-

* No sconer had ApAx transgressed the divirie command, than we
find him cited to appear before the ALMIGHTY JUDGE. When, self-
accused, after hearing his defence, sentence was pronounced upon
him; a method of proceeding in that science, which has been adopted
in oriminal cases, by the more enlightened nations, from that period,
and example, down to the present day.. '
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tion especially such as are of this society cannot suffer to
escape them. ' :

At first mankind adhered to the lessons of nature; sh
used necessity for the means, urged them -to invention,
and assisted them in the operation. Qur primitive
fathers, seeing the natural face of the earth was not
sufficient for the sustenance of the animal creation, had
recourse to their faithful tutoress, who taught them how
to give it an artificial face, by creating habitations and
cultivating the ﬂground; and these operations, among’
other valaable effects, led thenf to search into and con-
template upon the nature and properties of lines, figures,
superfices and solids ; and, by degrees, to form the sciences
of geometry and architecture, which have been of the
gneatest utility to the human species. Hence, we were

t taught the means whereby we might attain practice,
and by practice introduce speculation. :

From the flood to the days of King Solomon, the libe-
ral arts and sciences gradually spread themselves over
different parts of the globe; every nation having had
some share in their propagation ; but, according to their
different manners, some have cultivated them with more
accuracy, perseverance and success than others; and,
though the secrets of the royal art have not been in-
discriminately. revealed, they .have nevertheless been
communieated in every age to such as were worthy to
receive them. . ’ '

But I am not at liberty to undraw the curtain and
publicly discant on this head: It is sacred and ever will
remain’ 80; those who are honoured with the trust, will
not reveal it except to the truly qualified Brother, and
they who are ignorant of it cannot betray it. __

1 shall, however, observe, that this art was called royal,
not only because it was originally practised by Kings®

* The celebrated SELDEN tells us, that civil society, begining first in
particular families, under conomick rule, representing what is now
a common-wealth, had in its state, the husband, father, and master,
as King (SELDEN’S8 works, tom. 3, cokh 927). And in ABRAHAM'S
trmt{;nv:ith the sons of HeTH, for a burying place for SArRAR, thalyn
stile him a mighty Prince; as indeed he was (Gen. xxiii., v. 6).

a word, not only ApAx, but all the suoceeding patriarchs, as well:
before as after the fldod, had, by the law of nature,iingly power over
their respective families.
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and Princes; who were the first professors of it, but like-
wise on account of the superiority which so sublime a
science gave its diaciples, over the rest of mankind.
This supreme and divine knowledge being derived from
the ArmieaTy CrEATOR t0o ADAM, its principles ever
since have been and still are, most sacredly preserved and
inviolably concealed. Fer as all things in process of
time are liable to decay and corruption, the ancieat pro-
fessors wisely foreseeing the great abuses which their
exalted mysteries might sustain, if generally made known,
determined to confine the knowledge of them only to
select Brethren, men whom they had found by {o
experience to be well versed in the ‘general principles o:
the society, and whe were eminent for their piety, learn-
ing and abilities.
ence it is that a man may be sufficiently able to ac-
quit himself in every test that is laid down by our pres-
ent imstitution, to Erove his regular initiation therein,
and also to shew that he.is not unacquainted with its
general principles, and yet, at the same fime, he may be
totally ignorant and undeserving of the more valuable
of the antient society. These, like the aduta of
e antient temples, are hid from vulgar eyes. It is not
every one who is barely initiated into Free Masonry, that
is entrusted with all the great mysteries thereto belong-
ing: They are not attainable as things of conrse, nor by
every capacity; for, as Mr. Locke very justly observes,
(speaking of this society,) ¢ Though all have a right and
o{)portunity (if they be worthy and able to learn&to know
all the arts and mysteries belonging to it, yet that is not
the case, as some want capacity, and others industry te
acquire them.” Nevertheless, such is the real felicity,
necessarily resulting from a knowledge "and practice of
the general principles of this fraternity, as alone was
ever found sufficient to intitle it to a preference of all
other human institutions.
From the earliest ages of antiquity, the royal art was

ever taught with the greatest circumspection, not in

schools or academiés, to & promiscuous audience, but was
confined to certain families; the rulers of which instruct~
ed their children or disciples, and by this means conveyed
their mysterious knowledge to posterity.

* After the flood, the professors of this art (according to
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antient traditions) were first distingni by the name
of Noachidee (or sons of Noasn), rwards by that of
es or wise men (men instructed as Moses 1n all the
wisdom of the Egyptians) Chaldeans, philosophers, mas-
ters. in Israel, &c., and were ever venentetf
persons. They consisted of- persons of-the-brightest
and genius, who exerted their. utmost abilities in
isqovering and investigating the various mysteries of
nature, from whence to draw improvements and inven-
tions of the moat useful consequences. Men whose
talents were not -only employed in speculation, or in
ﬁrivate -acts of beneficence; but who were also public
lessings ta the ag: and country in which they lived,
possessed with moderate desires, who knew to conquer
their passions; practisers and teachers of the purest
morality, and ever exerting themselves to promote the
harmony and felicity of society. - They were, therefore,
consulted from all parts, and venerated with that sincere
homage which is never paid but to real merit, and the
greatest and wisest potentates on, earth esteemed it an
addition to their imperial dignities, to be enrolled among
such bright ornaments of human nature.

A principal excellence whieh rendered them famous
among men, was taciturnity, which, in a peculiar manner,
they practised and inculcated as necessary for concealin
from the unworthy what few were qualified to learn, mﬁ
still fewer to teac

In the first ages of the world, science was in a low
state; because the uncultivated manners of our forefa-
thers rendered them, in general, incapable of that know-
ledge which their posterity have 8o amply enjoyed: The
possessors of the royal art, therefore, found it absolutely
requisite, to exclude the.more unworthy and barbarous
part of mankind from their assemblies, and to conceal
their mysteries under such *hieroglyphicks, symbols,

* Hieroglyphioks are properly emblems or signs of divine, sacred,
or supernatural things, by whicitho are distinguished from common
bols, which are signs of sensible or natural things. HrerMmS
MRGISTUS is cammonly esteemed the inventor of hieroglyphicks;
he first introduced them into heathen theology, from whence they
bave been transplanted into the Jewish and Christian.
Saared things, says HiPPOCRATES, should only be commumicated
to sacred persons. Henoe it was, that the antient Egyptians cem~
) 3

as sacred
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.I]?ilory and figures, as they alone eould explain (even
at this day it is indispensible in .us, to prevent future bad
consequences, by concealing from vulgar eyes the means
used by them to unfold such mysteries,) wherefore, the
greatest caution was ever observed at their. meetings,
that no unqualified person might enter amongst them;
and every method was employed to tyle them securely,
and conceal the real intent and design of their convoca~
tions. N

In order to render their proceedings more edifying
and extensively useful, charges were delivered at certain
times, as well g)r regulating the conduct of the fraternity,
as preserving that mark of distinction, which their supe-
rior merit justly entitled them to. .

Several of those antient orations-are still extant, by
which it appears, that among others, one of their princi-
ples was to inculcate by precept, and inforce by example,
a strict observance of the moral law, as the chief means
of supporting government and authority. And it is evi-
dent that they thereby effected their purpose, and secured
to themselves the favour, respect, and esteem of the
world in general; and, notwithstanding the indolence
and ignorance of some ages, the various countries, lan-
guages, sects, and parties, through which Masonry has
passed, always subjected to the necessity of oral tradition,
and under the numerous disadvantages with which the
Masters of the royal art had to struggle in the course
of many centuries, still does it retain, in a great degree,
its original perfection:—A circumstance that not only
bears honourable testimony of intrinsick worth, but is
highly to the praise of those to whom this important
trust has been from time to time committed.

After this concise and general account of the antient
professors of the royal art, and the sublime truths which
they were posse of, and were by them transmitted
down to posterity, in the manner before described, we

municated to none but their Kings and Priests, and those who were
te succeed to the tgriesﬂ:ood and the crown, the secrets of nature and
the mysteries of their morality and history; and this they did by »
kind of cabala, which, at the same time that it instructed them, only
amused the rest of the people. Hence the use of hietoglzphich, or
mylhoksfgms.to veil their morality, politicks, &c., from profane
eyes. N.
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will proceed to the building of that glorious edifice, at
whicg period this society became a regular and uniform
institution, under the denomination of and Accepted
Masons, whose customs and proceedings I shall describe,
as far as may be necessary and prudent. '

Though the almighty and eternal Jehovah has no
occasion for a temple, or house to dwell in, for the heaven
of heavens is not capable of containing his immensity,
yet it was his divine will, that a tabernacle should be
erected for him in the wilderness by Moses, and after-
wards a temple by Solomon, at Jerusalem, as his' sanc-
tuary; both of which were to be constructed, not
according to human invention, but after a pattern which
the Lord himself had given. The whole model of the
tabernacle was shewn.to Moses on mount Sinai (Exod.
xxv., ver. 9); and the pattern of the temple was likewise
siven to David by the hand of the Lord,\and by him

elivered to Solomon his son (1 Chron. xxviii., ver. 11).

The tabernacle might be considered as the palace of
the most High, the dwelling of the God of Israel ; wherein
the Israelites, during.their joumeyings in the wilderness,
performed the chief of their religious exercises, offered
their sacrifices, and worshipped God.* It was thi
-cubits in length, ten' in breadth, and ten in height; 1t
was divided into two partitions, the first was called the
holy place, which was twenty cubits long, and ten wide:
Here were placed the table of shew-bread, the golden
candlestick, and the golden altar of incense. The second
was called the most koly place, whose length was ten

cubits, and breadth ten cubits, wherein, before the build-
ing of the temple, the ark of the covenamt was kept,
which was a symbol of God’s gracious presence with the
Jewish church. The nidst holy place was divided from
ibe holy place by a curtain or veil of very rich cloth,
which hung upon four pillars of Shittim wood, that were
covered with plates of gold (Exod. xxvi., ver. 31. Heb.
ix., ver. 23).

The temple erected by Soromon (which- was built
after the model of the tabernacle) at Jerusalem, had its
foundation laid in the year of the world 2992, before
Crrist 1008, before the vulgar sra 1012; and it was.

¢ The tabernacle was erected about A. L. 2513.
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fimished A. L. 3600, and dedicated 3001, before Curisr
999, before the vulgar era 1003. The glory of this
temple did not consist in the magnitude of its dimen-
sions; for though it was twice as long end capacious
eve:H way as the tabernacle, yet, alone, it was but a
small pile of buildieg. The main grandeur and excellency
were In its. ornaments; the workmanship being every
where exeeeding curious, and the overlayings prodigious:
In its materials, being built of new large stones, hewn
out in the most curious and ingenious manner; in its
out-buildings, which were large, beautiful, and sum]gzu-
ous:—But, still more adinirable in this majestic edifice,
were those extraordinary marks of divine favour with
which it was honoured, viz.: the ark of the covenant, in
which were put the tables of the law and the mercy-seat,
which was upon it; from whence the divine oracles were
given out, with an audible voice, as often as God was
consulted in behalf of his people; the Schkechinah, or the
divine presence, manifested by a visible cloud resting over
the mercy-seat; the wrim and thummim, by which the
high-priest eonsulted Gop in difficult and momentous
eases, relating to the publie interest of the nation ; the koly
Jire, which came down from heaven, upon the sltar, at
the consecration :— These, indeed, were excellencies and
beauties derived from a divine source, distinguishing and
exalting this sacred structure above all others (1 Kings
xviii., ver,38). Davip, filled with the hopes of building
this temple, declared his intentions to Nartmaw the
prophet (2 Sam. vii., ver. 1, 2, 3); but this was not per-
mitted him, because his reign had been attended with
wars, bloodshed and slaughter, and he still had to contend
with many g:)werful enemies; but, though forbid to
execute this divine and glorious work, he made consider-
able preparations for that purpose; which baying done
and drawing towards his latter end, he assembled all the
princes and chief persons of his kingdom, and ordered
and encouraged SoLomon publicly, ang in their presence,
to ersue such his intention (1 Chron. xxviii., ver. 1-10),
and delivered him the pattern, or .scheme, of all the
houses, &c. (ver. 11, 12), the courses of the priests and
Levites (ver. 11-31), and likewise the pattern of the
cherubims (ver. 18), earnestly exhorting his servants, in
regard to the tender age of his son .Soromox, who was
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yet but very young, to yield him their councils and
asgistance, .in erecting a palace, not designed for man,
but for the LORD GOD. Davip himself gave towards
the building of the temple, out of his own treasures,
besides a vast variety of precious stones, three thousand
talents-of gold of Ophir, and seven thousand talents of
silver (1 Chren. xxix., ver. 25). : :

_The Princes of his kingdom followed the glorious
example of their King, ang\ ave five thousand talents
and ten thousand drachms of gold, ten thousand talents
of silver, eighteen thousand talents of brass, and one
hundred thousand talents of iron, as also a great many
of the most precious atones (1 Chron. xxix., 6, 7, 8).

When Davip the. King was dead,* and SoLomon was
established on his throne, he resolved to carry into execu-
tion his father’s design, and to erect a temple to his
great Creator. o .

For which purpose he applied to Hiram, King of
Tyre, for assistance; and having .readily obtained a
promise of what he desired, and procured from thence,
and other parts, men and materials sufficient for his
intentions, he began that great and majestic fabric; and,
as method and order are known and confessed to be
essentials requisite ir’ conducting all great designs and
undertakings,,he lproceegied in the. following manner: He
numbered and classed his men according to their skill
and abilities, viz.:— ° ' ,

1. lE)[m'odim,' princes, rulers or provosts, in nuni-
T S
2. Menatzchim, overseers and_ comforters of the
eople in working, that were expert Master-
80M8 . . . . . . . . e . . . . 83800
8. Ghiblim, stone-squarers, polishers, and seulp-
tors; and Ishchotzeb, men of hewing; Benai,
setters, layers, or builders, being able and ‘
ingenious fellow-crafts .. . . . . . . . 80,000
4. The levy out of Israel, appointed to work in
Lebanon, one month in three, 10,000 each
month, under the direction of noble Adoniram,
who was the junior grand warden . . . . 80,000

800

* A. L. 2089. .
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Whole number employed, exclusive of the two
grand wardens, and of the men of burthen,
who were the remains of the old Canaanites,
who being bondmen, are not numbered among

.Masong, was . . . . . . . . . . .118,600

Soromon likewise partitioned the fellow-crafts into
certain lodges, appointing to each, one to preside as a
. Master, assisted by two others as guardians, that they
might receive commands in a regular manner,* take care
of the tools and jewels, and be duly paid, fed, cloathed,
&e. o . .

These necessary regulations being previously settled,
to preserve that order and harmony which would be
absolutely requisite among so great a number 6f men, in
executing so large a work: He also took into considera-
tion, the future agreement and prosperity ‘of the craft,
and deliberated on the best means to secure them by a
lasting cement. '

-Now, brotherly love, and immutgble ﬁdelit_g, presented
themselves to his mind, as the most proper basis for an
institution, whose aim and end should be to establish
permanent unity among its members, and to render them
a society, who, while they enjoyed the most perfect
felicity, would be of considerable utility to mankind.
And, being desirous to transmit it under the antient
restrictions as a blessing to future ages, SoLomon decreed,
that whenever theg should assemble in their lodges to
discourse upon, and improve themselves in the arts and
sciences; and whatever else should be deemed proper
topics to encrease their knowledge, they should likewise
instruct each other in secrecy and prudence, morality and
good fellow-ship ; and, for these purposes, he established
certain uliar rules and customs to be invariably
observed in their conversations, that their minds might
be enriched by a perfect acquaintance with, and practice
of, every moral, social, and religious duty, lest, while
they were so highly honoured by being employed in
raising & temple to the great Jemovam, they should
neglect to secure to themselves an happy ittanice
ﬁt? the celestial lodge, of which the temple was only to

a . '

M S 1) I
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Thus did our wise Grand Master contrive a plan by
mechanical and practical allusions, to instruct the crafts-
men in principles of the most sublime speculative phi-
losophy, tending to the glory of God, and to secure to
them temporal blessings here, and eternal life hereafter;
as well as to unite the speculative and operative Masons
thereby forming a two-fold advantage from the principles
of geometry.and architecture, on the one part, and the
precepts of wisdom and. ethics-on the other. The next
circumstance which demanded SorLomon’s attention was,
the readiest and most effectual method of paying the
wages of 80 vast a body of men, according to their
respective degrees, -without error or confusion, that
nothing might be found among the masons of Sion, save
harmeny and peace.* This was settled in a manner well
known to all regularly made Masons, and therefore is
unnecessary, as also improper, to be mentioned here.

These arrangements being adjusted, the noble structure
was began,t and conducted with such grandeur, order,
and concord, as afforded Soromor the most exalted satis-
faction, and filled him with the strongest assurance, that
the royal art would be further encouraged in future ages,
and amongst ‘various nations, from the excellencies of this
temple, and the fame and skill of the Israelites, in the
beauty and symmetry of architecture therein djgﬂl:jed.

He was likewise sensible, that, when this building
should be compleated, the craftsmen would disperse them-
selves over the whole earth; and being desirous to
perpetuate in the most. effectual manner, the harmony
anap;ood fellowship already established among them, and
to secure to themselves, their future pupils, and their
successors, the honour and respect due to men whose
abilities were so great, and would be so justlyrenowned:
In conjunction with Hiram King of Tyre and Hiram
Abiff, the Deputy Grand Master, concerted a proper plan
to accomplish his intentions ; in which it was determined,

¢ 1 Kings vi., 7. . .

This noble structure was erected in Mount Moriah, in the month

if, which answers to our April, being the second month of the sacred
year (A. L. 2092), and was carried on with such prodigious expedi-
tion, that it was comiletely finished in little more than seven years, in
the month Bul, which answers to our October, A. L 2899, and was
dedicated the year following.
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that, in conformity to the ?:octioe of the ociginal profes-
sors of the royal art, general distinguishing characteristicks
should be established for a proof of their having been
fellow labourers in this glorious work, to descend to their
succeasors in all future ages, who should be in a peculiar
msnner qualified to cultivate the sublime principles of
this noble establishment ; and such were adopted and
received 4ccordingly. With respect te the mmTHOD
which would be hereafter necessary for propagating the
principles of the society, Seromon pursued the uniform
and antient custom, in regard to degrees of probation
and injunctions to secrecy; which he himself been
obliged to comply with before he gained a perfeetion in
the royal art, or even arrived at the summitof the sciences,
therefore, the’ there were no apprentices employed in
the building of the temple; yet, as the craftsmen were
all intended to be promoted to the degree of Masters, after
its dedication; and, as these would secure a succession,
by receiving apprentices who.might themselves in due
time also become Master-Masons, it was determined, that
the gradations in the science should consist of three dis-
tinct degrees, to each of which should be adapted a
particular distinguishing test, which test,~tot§ether with
the explication, was accordingly settled and communi-
cated to the fraternity, previous to their dispersion, under
& necessary and solemn injunction to secrecy ; and they
have been mest cautiously preserved, and transmitted
down to posterity by faithful Brethren, ever since their
emigration., Thusthe center of union among Freemasons,

‘was firmly fixed ; their cabala regulated and established ;

and their principles directed to the excellent purposes
of their original intention. R :




CHAP. II .

Pl HE harmony and connexion of the So-
ciety of Free-Masons, and the excellent
il precepts and principles thereof, have
B produced the utmost good consequence,

il not onl‘y to the particular members of

it, but frequently to the nations where

. = it has been cultivated and practised.
For united by the endearing name of Brother, the{
live in an affection and friendship, rarely to be met wit
even among those whom the ties of consanguinity ought
to bind in the firmest manner. That intimate union
which does so much honour to humanity in general, in
the particular intercourse, which prevails among Free-
Masons, diffuses pleasure that ne other institution can
boast. For the name which they mutually use one
towards another, is not a vain compliment, or an idle
parade; no, they enjoy in commonr:ﬁ the felicities of a
true Brotherhood. Here, merit and. ability secure to
their possessors, an honourable regard, and a respectful
distinction, which every one receives with an unaffected
complacency and a perfect humility; constantly exerting
himself for the general good, without vanity, and without
fear. For they who are not adorned with the same
advantages, are neither mortified nor jealous. No omne
contends for superiority ; here emulation is ounly with a
view to please; the manm of shining abilities, and those
unb’ with such ornaments, are here equally admitted ;
all may here perform their parts; and, what may seem
surprising amongst such a variety of characters, haughti-
ness or servility, never appear. The greatest admit of a
social familiarity ; the inferior is elevated and instructed,
constantly maintaining by these means a beneficent
equality. ]

With respect to the conversation which they hold
during their assemblies, it is conducted with the most
perfect decency: Here it js an universal maxim, never
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to speak of the avsent but with respect; ill-natured
satire is excluded ; all raillery is forbidden ; they will not -
even suffer the least irony, or the poignant strokesof wit,
because they generally have a malignant tendency ; they
tolerate nothing which carries with it even the appear-
ance of vice. '

Their pleasures are never imbittered by ungrateful
reflections, but produce a serene and lasting composure
of mind. They flow not like a torrent which decends
with noise and impetuosity, but, like a peaceful stream,
within its own' chamnel, strong without violence, and
gentle without dulness. «

This exact regularity, very far from occasioning a
melancholy seriousness, diffuses, on the contrary, over the
heart, and over the understanding, the most pure delights ;
the bright effects of enjoyment and hilarity shine forth in
the countenance; and altho’ the appearances are some-
times a little more sprightly than ordinary, decency
never runs any risque; ’tis wisdom in good humour.
For if a Brother should happen to forget himself, or in
his discourse should have the weakness to use such
expressions as are distinguished under the name of liber-
ties, a formidable sign would immediately call him to his
duty; a brother may mistake as a man, but he hath
0p£>ortunity and courage to recover himself, because he is
a KFree-Mason. Altho’ order and decorum are always
serupulously observed in the lodges of ‘Free-Masons;
these exclude not in any wise gaiety and chearful enjoy-
ment: The conversation is animated, and the kind and
brotherly cordiality that presides there, affords the most
pleasinig sensation. : :

These particulars may justly recall to.our minds the
happy time of the divine Astrea! when there was neither
superiority-nor suberdination, because men were as yet
untainted by vice, and uncorrupt.

Having now given a general sketch of the nature of
this institution, from whence a candid reader may form
ne inconsiderable idea of that composed wisdom, and
laudable harmony which governs in the fellowship of
Free-Masons, we shall proceed in taking some notice of
the several accusations frequently brou gt against it.

And fitst: As none can venerate-and esteem the fair-




sex more than Free-Masons do, we cannot bu# reckon it
a misfortune that the ladies should be offended at their
non-admission into this order; and the more so, as they
no sooner learn with what moderation the Masons com-

rt themselves in their assemblies, but without knowing
the reason why they are not admitted, they censure us
with all the severity their delicate minds are capable of.
This we must beg leave to say, is intirely owing to mis-
taken prejudice, for a little reflection would convince
them, that their not being received in this institution, is
not in the least singular. They stand in the same pre-
dicament with respect to the priesthood, and many
other particular societies ; the solemn assemblies of the
antients, the senates of Pagan, and the conclaves of
papal Rome, all national senates, and ecclesiastical
synods, universities and seminaries of learning, &e., &c.,
with which they might with equal propriety be offended.

Next to the displeasure of the ladies, we will consider
a charge with regard to government, which in other
countries, less happy in their constitution than our own,
has at ditferent times been unjustly prosecuted againat
this fraternity. ~ ] '

It has been imagined, that there is every thing to be
feared for the tranquility of the state, from a numerous
association of men of merit and character, intimately
united under the seal of secrecy. I agree that this sus-
picion has in it something very ?ecious; for if the pas-
sion of a single man, hath caused (as we have seen more
than once) strange revolutions in a state, what might not
be produced by a body so numerous and united, as that
of g‘ree and Accepted Masons, were they liable to these
intrigues and cabals, which pride and ambition instill but
too often, into the human heart. .

But there is nothing to be apprehended from Free-
Masons in these respects; they are actuated by the love
of order and peace, and are as much attached to oivil
society, as united among themselves ; ’tis in this school,
that a man may learn effectually, what respect, what
submission, what -veneration he ought to have, for his
God, his Country, and his King; ’tis among them, that
subordination is fully practised and deemed a virtue, not
a yoke. )

yl?.qlm.lly without reason have they also.béen accused of
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holding assemblies for no ‘other purpose, than that of
speaking with the greater freedom on religious, as weli
as l[))(:)lit:ical matters. These topics are never suffereé
to agitated ; for it is a fundamental maxim of thit
institution, to prohibit all such disputes. The God ot
heaven, and the rulers of the earth, are by them inviola-
bly respected. And with regard to the sacred person of
majesty, every congregated lodge, solemnizes the name
with all possible grandeur and respect. Thus these
accusations fall to the greund. - .

It is also alledged by the objectors of Free-Masonry,
that upon the initiation of a member into this myster{,
he lays himself under a solemn obligation by an oath,
with very severe penalties.. This, by them, is Ero-
nounced an unwarrantable proceeding. Certainly these
persons are as ignorant as they are ungenerous, and for
want of better judgments form erroneous notions, and
from false premises draw false conclusions. To obviate
this objection, we will trace the antiquity of swearing,
and observe the different customs adopted by the antients
on this head; afterwards examining the nature of an
oath, supposing (for the sake of argument, but not
granting) that one is required, as set forth by the adver-
saries of Masonry; we will consider' how far it is, or is
not, warrantable in the present case.

We are informed by.sacred history, what was the
custom of swearing amongst the Hebrews, who some-
times swore by stretching forth their hands (a8 in Gen.
xiv. v. 27.) sometimes the party swearing, pwt - hs
hand under the others thigh, (Gen. xxiv. v. 21. xlvii. 29.)
which was the manner of administration used by ABra-
HAM and JacoB. Sometimes *standing before the altar,
as we read in Kings; which was also the custom of
the Athenians (1), the Carthaginians (2), and the Ro-

mans (3). :

The J)ews chiefly swore by Jerusalem, by the temple, by
the gold of the temple, by the altar, and the gift on the
altar.

The Greeks esteemed it an honour paid their De1TIRS,
to use their names in solemn contracts, promises and as-

* 1 Kings, vl 31.—(1) Alex. b Alex. L. 5. o 10.—(2) Livius,
Dee. 3. 1. 1.—(8) Juven. Sat. 3. Veal. Max. L. 9. & 3.
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severations; and them to witness mens truth and
honesty, or to punish their falsehood and treachery.
This was reputed a sort of religious adoration, being an
acknowledgment of the omnipotence and omnipresence,
and by consequence of the divinity of the Being thus
invoked: And the inspired writers, for the same reason,
forbid to swear by the Pagan Deiries, and commanded
to swear by the true God. Thus in Deuteronomy (chap.
Vi. v. 16.) thou shalt fear the Lord thy God, and serve him,
and shalt swear by his mame. And in Jerenriah (chap. v.
ver. 7.) how shall I pardon thee for this? thy children have
Jorsaken me, and sworn by them that are mo Gods; and
to forbear other instances, the worshippers of the.true
God, are, by Davip, represented .to swear by him, i.e.
by invoking his name. :

The antiquity of swearing, as well as the manner of
administring an oath, having now been sufficiently
shewn ; we will in the next place, as far as may be neces-
sary,.take notice of the fundamental principles of this
establishment, as the properest method to form a right
judgment of it; and then in answer to the present objec-
tion, we will examine how far an oath would, or would
not be justifiable, on the initiation of a Mason, and sup-
posing it to be required even under such p#&nal sanctions
as have been pretended.

If we examine the laws and regulations of Free-Masonry,
it will appear that the end and purport of it ‘is truly
laudable, being caleulated to regulate our passions, to
assist us in acquiring knowledge of the arts and sciences,
and to promote morality and beneficence, as well as to
render conversation agreeable, innocent, and instructive ;
and so to influence our practice, as to make us useful to
others, and happy in ourselves. With regard to the
relation we have (as members) to society in general, it
will appear equally evident from the said regulations,
that a Free-Mason is to be a peaceable subjeet, conform-
ing cheerfully to the government under which he lives,
is to pay 4 due deference to his superiors; and from his
inferiors is to Teceive honour rather with reluctance than
to extort it. He must be a man of universal benevolence
and charity, not tenacious of his abundance, when the
exiﬁ:xcies of his fellow creatures lay the justest claim
to his bounty.
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Masons not only challenge, but _have ever sup
that character amongst the honest and candid part of”
mankind, whose equity and reason would never suffer
them them to entertain ill-grounded prejudices.

The great Mr. Locke appears to have been so delighted
with some of our principles, that he tells Lady Masnam
(to whom he was writing on this subject) ‘¢ That it was
his wish they were communicated to all mankind, since
there is nothing more true than what the Masons teach;
that the better men are, the more they love one another ;
virtue having in itself something se amiable as to charm
the heart of all who behold it*.” .

‘And anothert, speaking of -Free-Masons, says, “No
abuse is tolerated among them, no intemperance
allowed ; modesty, union, and humility, are strongly
recommended.” ~Again, “this  society is no ways
offensive to religion, good manners, or political govern-
ment ; it has and does still flourish in Great-Britain
and its dominions, under the protection of the greatest
personages, even Princes.of the royal blood.”

Mr. CHAMBERS, in his Cyclopedia, also testifies, ¢ That
Free and Accepted Masons, are a very antient society,
or body of men, so called either from some extraordinary
knowledge of Masonry or building, which they were
supposed to be Masters of, or because the first founders
of this society were of that professien.”

“ They are very considerable, both for number and

" character ; being found in every country in Europe, and
consisting principally of persons of merit and considera-
tion. As to antiquity, they lay claim to & standing of
some thousand years, and ’tis said, can trace up their
original as early as the building of SoLomon’s TEMPLE.”

“ What the end of their institution is, seems still to
be a secret, though as much of it as is known, appears
laudable, as it tends to promote friendship, society,
mutual assistance, and good fellowship.”

* The Brethren of this family are said to be possessed
of a number of secrets, which have been religiously

" observed from age to age. Be their other good qualities

wade, is g{t;intcd in the appendix to this disquisition.

" * The manuscript from which this and a subsequent quotation are
t Vid. Rel. Cast. Vol. 6. fol. '
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whatever they will, it is' plain they are masters of one.
in a ver{ great degree, namely, SECRECY.”

Now let us ask, if a number of persons have formed
themselves into a body with a design to improve in use-
ful knowledge, to promote universal benevolence, and to
cultivate the social virtues of human life, and have bound
themselves by the solemn obligation of an oath, to con-
form to the rules of such institution, where can be the
impiety, immorality or folly of such proceeding? Is i*
not the ‘custom of most communities; in the.stat ,
amongst the learned bodies, in commerce, &c:, a case t 0
commonly known to require a recital of fparticula.r m-
stances, I shall therefore content myself with adding
this observation, viz., That Bishop SAuNDERsoN, an
eminent casuist, in his lectures on the subject of oaths,
very judiciously asserts, that when a thing is not by an
grecept or interdict, buman or divine, so determined,

ut every man may at his choice do, or not do, as he
sees expedient, let him do what he will, he sinneth not.
(1 Chron. chap. vii. ver. 86.) As if Carvus should swear
to sell his land to Tirus, or to lend him an hundred
crowns, the answer is brief, an eath in this case, is both
lawful and binding. - SPraalect. 3. See. 15.)

And as the principles of this institution are truly
praise-worthy, containing = those valuable requisites
which will ever secure the esteem and admiration of
all good men (as well as most assuredly the envy of the
bad) we will put this plain question; is not the design
of it of equal importance to the public, with the lending
of an hundred crowns to a private man? The answer
and the consequences are both evident ; that an oath on
the subject of Free-Masonry, if required, is both lawful
and obligatory. . ,

As for the terror of a penalty, it is a mistaken notion
to imagine that the solemnity of an oath adds any thing
to the obligation; or that the oath is not equally bind-
ing without any penalty at all.

I shall add a few more quotations from the same
excellent casuist, and leave the explanation and applica-
tion to the intelligent. : .

A solemn' oath of itself, and in its own nature, is not
more obligatory than a simple one; because the obliga-
tion of an oath arises precisely from this, that God is
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mvoked as & witness and avenger, no less in the simple
one than in the solemn and eorporal ; for the invocation
is made precisely by the pronounciation of the words,
(which is-the same both in the simple and solemn) and
not by any corporal metion or concomitant sign in
which the solemnity of the oath consists. (Prelect. 5.
Sec. 12. C

And 1t is & matter well worthy the consideration of
every man, that as the object of a lawful oath, is God
alone, so it contains a solemn confession of his omni-
presence, that he is with .us in every place; of his omni-
science, that he knoweth all secrets of the heart, that he
is & maintainer of truth and an avenger of falsehood;
of his justice, that he is willing, and of his omnipotence,
that he is able to punish those that by disregard to their
oaths, shall dishonour him. :

It is therefore of a very dangerous tendency for
sons who have once taken an oath, to trifle and pla
with the force of it, even supposing the occasion of suc.
obligation was actually of small moment in itself. And
this is positively determined by the same writer, in the
following words, and ought to be a caution to all not to
violate an oath, lest they incur the fatal consequences
of real perjury. .

"¢«“A voluntary oath is the more binding for being
voluntary, because there is no stricter obligation than
that we take willingly on ourselves.” (Prelect. 4. See.
11.) And in another place he is more particular, where
a matter is so trivial that it is not worth the deliberation
of & wise man, nor signifies a straw whether it be done
or not done; as toreach up a chip, or to rub one’s beard,
or for the slightness of it, is not much to be esteemed, as
to give a boy an agple, or to lend a pin; an oath is bind-
ing in matters of the least moment ; because weighty and
trivial things have a like respect unto truth and falsehood ;
and further, because every party swearing is bound to
perform all he promised, as far a8 he is able, and as far
as it is lawful: To give an apple to a boy is both pos-
sible and lawful, he is bound therefore to perform it:
He ought to fulfil his oath.” (Prelect. 3. Sec. 15.)

This is-likewise confirmed by Moses (Numb. xxx. v. 2.
«“]f a man swear an oath to bind his soul with a bond,
he shall not break his word ; he shall do according to all




thutmedeth out of his mouth.” And (Zec. chap. v.

Itis tened that every one that sweareth falsely,lzhall
be ocut off by the curse: *“I will bring it forth, said the
Loep of Hosrs, and it shall enter into the house of him
that sweareth falsely by my name; and it shall remain
in the midst of his house, and'shall conswme it, with the
timber thereof, and the stones thereof.”

The objectors being thus answered, with respect te
the lavfulness of an oath, suppesing one to be required
on the initiation of a Free-Mason (as to the certainty of
which conjecture is their only support). I shall next
take notice of the charge brougﬁ-o against them on
account of sEcrEcCY § one of their grand eharacteristicks;
and the innocent cause of all the persecutions and
reproaches they suffer. . :

e are condemned for keeping the essentials of our
institution from the knowledge of those who are not
members of it; Which, ’tis said, must sufficiently prove
them to be of a bad nature and tendency, else why are
they not made public for the satisfaction of mankind.

If secrecy be a virtue (a thing never yet denied) can
that be imputed to us as a crime, which has been con-
sidered an excellenee in all ages? Does not Soromoxw,
the wisest of men, tell us, « He that discovers secrets is
a traitor, but & man of a faithful spirit concealeth the
matter.” .

In conducting all worldly affairs, secrecy is mot emly
essential, but absolutely necessary ; and was ever esteemed
a quality of the greatest worth. .

Thus we find the great FEnerLon makes Uvrvssss,
in the system of the education which he delivers to his
friends for his son TeLeEmAcHus, particularly enjoin
them, above all, to render him just, geneﬁcent, sincere,
and fathful in keeping secrets; o precept that afterwards .
produced the best of consequences to the young Prince,
of whom it is recorded, that with this great excellence
of tacitarnity, he not only divested himself of that close
mysterious air, 80 common to the reserved, but also
constantly avoided telling the least untruth in support
of this part of his character. A conduct highly worteh:{
the imitation of every one to whom secrets are intrusted,
affording them a pattern of openness, ease and sincerity ;
for while he seemed to carry his whole heart upon his

4




Tips, communicating what was of no importance, yet he
knew how to stop just in the iroper moment, without
proceeding to those things which might raise any suspi-
cion, or furnish even a hint to discover the purposes of
his mind. '

If we turn our eyes back to antiquity, we shal find
the old Egyptians had so great a regard for silence and
secrecy.in the mysteries of their religion, that they set
up the God Harrocrates (vid. inaFina deorum a vicentio
chartario) to whom they paid peculiar honour and vene-
ration, who was represented with his right hand placed
near the heart,and the left down b iis side, covered
with a skin before, full .of eyes and ears; to signify,
that of many things to be seen and heard, few are to be
P e mong th le, the goddess I

. And among the same e, their great sts,
the Minerva %f the Greepl::,phsd alwagrs an image of a
Sphynz placed at the entrance of her temples, to denote
that secrets were there preserved under sacred coverings,
that they might be kept from the knowledge of the
vulgar, as much as the nddles of that creature.

JamBuicus, in his Life of PrrHAGoRAS, confirms the
above opinion, by observing, that fronr the mysterious
knowlet%e of the Egyptians, that philosopher drew the
system of his symbolical learning, and instructive tenets,
seeing that the principles and wise doctrines of this
nation, were ever kept secret among themselves, and
were delivered down, not in writing, but only by oral
tradition. And indeed so cautious and prudent were
they in these matters, that every disciple admitted to
their wise and scientific mysteries, was bound in the
most soleran manger to conceal ‘such mysteries from the
vulgar, or those whose ideas were not sufficiently exalted
to receive them. As a proof of this, we need only re-
collect the story of Hipparchus, & Pythagorean, who having
out of spleen and resentment, violated and broke throuﬁh
the several engagements of the society, was held in the
utmost detestation, expelled the school as one most
infamous and abandoned, and as he was dead to the
¥rinciples of virtue and philosophy, had a tomb erected
or him, aecording to their custom, as though he had
been naturaiz dead. The shame and disgrdce that
Jjustly attended so great a breach of truth and fidelity.
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drove the unhappy wretch to such despair, that he proved
his own executioner; and so abhorred was evéen his
memory, that he was denied the rites and ceremonies of
* burial used to the dead in those times; instead of which, his
body was suffered to lie upon the shore of the isle of Samos.

Among the Greek nations, the Athenians had a statue
of brass, which they awfully revered; this figure was
without a tongue; by which secrecy was intimated.

The Romans had a goddess of silence, named Angerona,
represented with her fore finger on her lips, a symbol of
prudence and taciturnity. =

ANNAx ARCHUS, Who (according to Pyrny) was appre-
hended in order to extort his secrets from him bit his
tongue in the midst, and afterwards spit it in the tyrant’s
face, rather ehoosing to lose that organ, than to discover
those things which he had promiuetf:;1 eonceal.

We likewise that Cato, the Censor, often said to
his friends, of  three things which he had good reason to
repeit, the principal was, divulging a secret.

- The Druids in our own nation (who were the only
priests among the antient Britons) eommitted nothing to
writing. ‘And Cxsar observes that they had a heaﬁ or
chief; who exercised a sort of excommunication, attended
with dreadful penalties on those, who either published
or 'Fréfaned their mysteries. -

herefore, since it evidently appears from the forego-
ing instances (amoni many dtherg?hat there ever were
secrets amongst mankind, as well respecting societies as
individuals, and that the keeping these inviolable, waa
always reputed an indispensable duty, and attended with
an honourable estimation, it must be very difficult to
assign a sufficient reason why the same practice should
be at all wondered at, or less approved in the Free and
Accepted Masons of the preaent age, than they were
among the wisest men, and greatest philosophers of
antiquity. .

The general Ismwi;ice and constant applauge of the
antients, as well as the customs. of the moderns, one
would naturally imagine should be sufficient to justify
Masons against any charge of singularity or innovation
on this account; for how can this be thought singular,
or new, by any one who will but cslmly allow himself
the smallest time for reflection.
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Do not all incorporated. bodies amongst us, enjoy thin
liberty without impeachment or censure.? An apprentice
is bound to keep the secrets of his master; a}:‘gee man
is obliged to consult the interest of his company, and -
not prostitute in common, the mysteries of his profession ;
secret, committees and privy councils, are solemnly en-
joined not to publish abroad their debates and resolutions.

n courts martial, the members are, bound to secreey ;
and in many cases for more effectual security an oath is
adminigtred. S o

As in Bociety in general, we are unmited together by
opr indigencies. gpd infirmities, and a.vast variety of cir-
cumstances countributing to.our mutual and necessary
dependence on each other, (which lays a grand foundation
for terrestrial happiness, by securing general smity and~
the reciprocation of good offices in the world) so, i all
particular societies, of whatever denemination, they are
all canjoined. by a sort of cement; by bonds and laws
that are peculiar to each of them, from the highest as-
semblies to the lowest. Consequently the injunctions
- of secrecy among Free-Masons, can be no more unwar-
rantable than in the societies and cases already pointed
out; and to report, or even tq ineinuate, that they are,
must m;gue a want of candour, a want of reason, and a
want of charity. For by the laws.of nature, and of
nations, every individual, and .every society, has a right
to be supposed innocerit 'till proved otherwise. '

Yet notwithstanding the mysteries of our profession
are kept inviolable, none are excluded fiom a full know-
ledge of them, in due time and manner, upon proper
application, and being found capable and worthy of the
trust. To form other designs and expectations, is build-
ing on a sandy foundation, and will only serve to testify,
that like a rash man, their discretion is always.out of the
way when they have most occasion to make use of it.




CHAP. II1I. o

J E will now proceed to the next dbjection,
dl viz., That  Masonry is a trifling institu-
i tion, and that our principles contain
nothing valuable in them.”

These censurers finding it easier to
decry a science than to understand it,

=) are with wicked endeavours attemptin
to depreciate that which they cannot attain to, an
wouldp make their necessify appear a virtue, and their
ignorance the effect of choice.’

This turn of mind is the despicable offspring of envy,
and so selfish are such men, that they would rather pre-
fet having the whole tircle of the arts ang sciences
abolished, was it in their power, than that others should
be possessed of u knowledge, which they are themselves
totally unacquainted with, and undeserving of. ‘

But, alas! they disquiet themselves in vain; we who
are Masons cannot but laugh at and pity such feeble
attacks, and are heartily sorry for those who have no
better understandings than to regard them. '

Did they know any thing of our profession, they could
not but esteem jt, for they would be convinced that it is
founded on the most exalted principles of moralify and
social virtue; tending to promote the true happiness of
mankind in general, the peace and satisfaction of every
individual in particular; to censure then and vilify what
they are entirely ignorant of, discovers the baseness of
their dispositions, and how little tbey are qualified to
g‘nss their judgments in matters of such importance.

herefore, though we commiserate their defects, we
must, at the same time, be allowed to pronounce them
unworthy our further notice. - o .

Had our institution contained nothing commendable or
valuable in it, 'tis impossible i} should have existed, and
been patronized l:{ the wise, the good and great, in' all
ages of the world. For wa cannot sup%;oze that men,
distinguished by every accomplishmé¢nt that can adorn

v
-
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human nature, would embrace or continue in principles
which they found to be nugatory, erroneous or con-
temptible. Therefore, the advice which GamavrEL
(Acts v. ver. 38,) wisely gave to the persecutors of the
anstles, might with great propriety be recommended to
these railers against Free-Masons. They may assure
themselves, that i there was no more in our institution
than their little minds suggest, it would have fallen to
the ground ages past, but the contrary being the case,
they may safely conclude, it will continue to exist not-
withstanding an{ opposition, for ages yet to come.

Perhaps it will be said, that the moral and social prin-
ciples we Frofess; are equally necessary to the support of
every well regulated society ; how then came Masons to
appropriate the merit of such principles to themselves? I
answer, they are not only deemed necessary, but taught,
and brought into practice in the lodge; they are familiar-
ized to us by such a plain, gleasing and peculiar method,
that they seem no longer lessgns or rules, but become
inherent principles in the breast of every Free-Mason.
But from the corrupt state and disposition of mankind,
there are some who will always make it their business
to asperse and ridicule whatever they suspect has the
leasﬂeauty or excellency in it.

These envious beings, having just sense endugh to
imagine, that scandal 1s easier hit off than praise; and
that satyr will sooner procure them a ngme than pane-
gyrick, and looking at all societies through false and
narrow mediums, they form judgments of them from their
trifling selves; acting in direct contradiction to the apos-
tle’s exhortatien to the Philippians, * if there be any
virtue, if there be any praise, they will condemn those
things,” notwithstanding the strength of reason with
which they are accompanied ; notwithstanding the appa-
rent benefit and advantage they may brin% to mankind ;
so little relish have they for things excellent in them-
selves, so inattentive are they to the force of the clearest
reéasoning, and so enveloped in ignorance and pIrqjudice,
that nething is sufficient to convince them: I do not
mean that ignorance which implies a want of know-
ledge,* but that affected and presumptuous folly which

® The natural and proper effect ofabmnntoi'knowledgs.ia
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despises it. And of such Soromon says, « Seest thou a
man that despiseth instruction? there 1s more hope of a
fool than of him.” °

If, therefore, these accusers have any remains of
modesty, if the assertors of such calumny can ever blush,
they are now put to the trial; for, whilst they deal thus
freely with the principles and proceedings of persons of
the greatest honour and distinction, they are only dis-
covering, to the judicious part of mankind, the weak-
ness of their heads, and the wickedness of their hearts.
How truely do they come under the standard of thai
description which JusTus Libsius, an eminent writer,
has given us of this abominable sect. . :

¢ Calumny,” says he, “ is a filthy and pernicious infec-
tion of the tongue; generally aimed by the most wicked
and abandoned of mankind, against the most wor-
thy and deserving of esteem, and wounds them unex-
peetedly. And to whem is it pleasing? To the most
vile, the perfidious, the talkative. But what is its
source? From what origin does it proceed? From
falsehood, as its father; from envy, as its mother; and
from curiosity, as its nurse{" : .

Would such persons exercise but a very small portion
of reason and reflection, they would readily perceive the
madness of their attempt to depreciate a society which
has ever withstood and repelled every attack made
against it; still acquiring additional honour and strength;
such proceedings affecting it no more, than -a javelin
thrown by the feeble hand of old age, that never reaches,
or at most makes no impression on its destined mark.

that men forbear-to pass any j ent, upen what they understand
not; and that they neither contend for, nor against any thing, before
they have some reason to determine them so to do.



CHAP. 1V.

AIHE last accusation brought against Free
| and Accepted Masons, which I shall
take any notice of, is, that they make
il use of hleroil‘ghick figures, parabolical
and symbolical customs and cereme-
nies, secret words and signs, with dif-
ferent degrees of probation peculiar to
themselves : These are also censured. ‘
- What evil these refined casuists can point out in sach
proceedings, is not easy to imagine. But I think it no
very difficult undertaking to justify them against any
ebjection. S )

t is well known, that such customs and ceremonies
are as antient as the first ages of the world, the philoso-
phers of which practised the method of inculcating their
sublime truths and important points of knowlecfge by
sllegory and mythology, the better to secure them from
descending into the familiar reach of every inattentive °
and unprepared novice, from whom they might not meet
with the veneration they deserved, and therefore become
too familiar and contemptible; for which reason they
were accustomed to proceed with the utmost care and
prudence. And Orieen tell us, ((Origen Comtra Cel-
sum ) ¢ The Egyptian philosophers had sublime notions
which they kept secret, and never discovered to the
people, but under the veil of fables and allegories ; also
other eastern nations concealed secret mysteries under
their religious ceremonies, a custom still retained by
many of gem ' -

An interpretation therefore of these allegories, &c., as

' they come under my notice, shall be attended to; and

will, I flatter myself, exactly square with the present
ose.

f all the symbols appropriated to JupiTer, I shall
only mention the crown of rays, with the petassus and ca-
duceys, with which he is represented. The first denotes

R, 28 1% g
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the power-of the Supreme Being; the other, that power
ought to.be accompanied with prudence. ‘ .
The cock was a symbol peculiar to Mercury, as ex-
ressive of that vigilance which- was so very necessary te
ﬂi.m, destined te execute many functions; as sometimes
this emblem hath an ear of corn in his bill, it may serve
to point out to man, that plenty and happiness will be
the consequence of cere and attention.

The club is the symbal of HercuLks, and denotes
strength. !

The various aymbols belonging to the goddess Diana,
were oxen, lions, griffins, stags, sphynxes, bees, boughs,
roses, &c., which signify in a mystical sense, the universe,
with all its productions. .

The story of MiNErva.is entirely allegorical, relating,
that JupiTer baving devoured MeTis, (i. e. Emdbnee,)
conceived Minerva, and was delivered of her. This
symbol means plainly that prudence is wholly in Gob,
and that he.produces. her ex{ernally by the wonderful
works constantly manifested in his government of the
universe. °

It will not be foreign to my subject, to take notice
that cities, rivers, regions, and even the various parts of
the globe had their proper symbols, which were so many
ensigns to distinguish them. Cities were signified by
women with towers on their heads: The east is repre-
sented by a woman mounted upon a carr, with four
horses, rising as they go. The west is signified likewise
by & woman in a carr drawn by two horses: The genius
that precedes her, together with the horses falling down,
by wiich the west, or sun setting is denoted. -
The symbol of Asia, was & woman with a mural
crown, holding an anchor, to denote that the way thither
was to cross the sea, AFricA was r;ptesented by a
woman with an eléphant’s trunk on her forehead. Thus
were the different parts of the world represented under
their respective symbols and hieroglyphicks.

To improve properly on these mystical writings, we
mustbring them home to ourselves, by way of application.

First in & physical sense; for under the various names
of pagan deities, are concealed the body and substance
of natural philosephy: Under allegories, the poeta ex-
press the wonderful works of nature. :
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Secondly in an ethical .sense; the scope or intent of
mythologists, was not fable, but morality. Their design
was to inform the understanding, correct the passions,
and guide the will. Examples are laid down to kindle
in the mind a candid emulation, leading through the
tem}])le of virtue to the temple of hogour. They set off

. n} the fullest colours, the beauty. of virtue.and deformity
of vice.

Thirdly in a theological sense; for let a skilful hand
modestly draw aside the veil of poetry, and he will
plainly discover the majestic form of divinity. I think
1t is an assertion of TERTULLIAN, (Who lived in the early
age of Christianity,) That many of the poetical fictions
had their original from the Scriptures. And Prato i8
said, by the best authorities, to have derived the sub-
limest -principles-of his philosophy, from some writings
of Mosgs, which he had met with and studied in the
eourse of his travels in Egypt.* Doubtless as the an-
tients before the invention of letters, expressed their
conceptions in hieroglyphicks; so did the poets their di-
vinity, in fables and parables. . .

- We also find, that even when they sst up stones in
order to compose any memorial, there was something
expressive either in the number, of which the monument
eonsisted, or in their shape, or in the order and figure in
which they were disposed; of the first kind were the
monuments of Mount Sinai; (Exod. xxiv., v. 4.) and that
at Gilgal, erected by Josrua,; upon the banks of Jordan;
they consisted of twelve stones each, because the people
of Israel }for whose sake the altar was built, and the
streams of Jordan divided themselves, thereby opening a
miraculous passage for the whole nation,) were princi-
pally classe(f into twelve tribes, (Josh. iv., v. 8.) the same
number of stones; and for the above reagson were set u
in the midst of the place where the ark had res
(Ib., v.9.) -

® Whenever it is asserted that the Pagan accounts of things were
borrowed from revelation, recorded in the history of Moses, it must
not be understood, that all the fables and fictions of the heathens were
borrowed from thence, but only that the truths which appear amongst
their fables and fictions (when stript of their mytholog&al dlsgnue;
were derived from some traditions they had of ‘8 revelation
in the saqred history. .
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Likewise the famous *pillars before Ser.omon’s temple,
were not placed there for ornament alone; their signifi-
cation, use, and mystical meanings are so well' known to
the expert Masons, that it would be beth unnecessary,
as it is improper for me to assign them here; neither are
the reasons why they were made Aollow known to an
but those who are acquainted with the arcana of this
saciety ; though that circumstance so often occurs in
scripture.

And with respect to AssEMBLIES and ESTABLISHMENT
among men, they ever had signs and words, symbeolical
customs and ceremonies, different degrees of probation,
&c., &c., this manifestly appears from all histories both
sacred and profane. ) ,

When the Israelites marched thro’ the wilderness, we
find that the twelve tribes had between them, four prin-
cipal_banners or standards; every one of which had its
particular motto; and each standard alse Imd a distinct
siin described upon it. They encamped round about the
tabernacle, and on the east side were three tribes urder
the standard of Judah; on the west were three tribes
under the standard of Ephraim; on the south were three
tribes under the etandard of Reuben; and on the morth

® As there is a Beeming contradiction in the acoounts of the height
of these pillars, it may not be amiss here to reconeile that matter. It
is said, ke set them up IN the porch of tha temple (1 Kings vii. 21.) and
ke made before the house two pillars. An{ he reared up the pillars
BEFORE the temple, (2 Chron. iii. 15. 17.) which expressions taken
ther sufficiently seem to imply the pillars were before the temple

in its porch. But it is not quite 8o easy to assign the Acight of them.
In one 91&00 it is said of SoLoMON, JQ cast oo pillars of brass, 18
cubits high each. (1 Kings vii. v. 15.) In another we read, ke made
two pillars of thirty and five cubits high. (2 Chran. iii. v. 15.) This
seeming inconsistency, between the two sacred historians, may be
easily reconciled, but at the same time it serves to prove ﬂ;:le id not
combine together, or were corrected or amended by each other. To
reconcile this seeming inconsistancy, let us only suppose the pedestal
or basis of the columns to have been 17 cubits high, this added to the
18 cubits (1 Kings vii. v. 16. Jer. lii. v. 21.) far the shaft, will to-
gether make exaetly 35 cubits, the number mentioned (2 Chron. iii.
v. 15.) lastly taking (1 Kings vii. v. 16.) five cubits, being the height
of the chapiter, we shall have the true height of the piﬁnﬂ. vis. 40
cubits. It is true, that in another m (R Kings xxv. v. 17.) the
height of the chapiter is said to have 3 cubita; but here we ap-
yrxend we have the dimensiops of the chapiter only, strictly so
ealled (Cohereth, in the Hebrew, or crowning) which is expressed to
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wete three tribes under the-standard-of Dan; (Num. 2d.)

‘and the standard of Judah was a lion, that of Ephraim
an ox, that of Reuben a man, and that of Dan an
eagle. Whence were framed the- hieroglyphicks of
Cherubims and Seraphims, to represent the people of
Israel.* . .

The antient prophets, when they would describe
things emphatically, did not only draw parables from
things which offered themselves, as from the rent of a

arment, 1 Sam. xv. from the sabbatic year, Isa. xxxvii.
rom the vessels of a potter, Jer. xviii.’ &e., ‘but also
when such fit objects were wanting, they supplied them
by their own actions, as by rending a garment, 1 Kings xi.
by shooting, 2 Kings xili. by making bare their ‘body,
Isa. xx. by imposing significant names to their sons, Isa.
viii., Hos. i. hiding a girdle in the bank of Euphrates,
Jer. xiii. by breaking a potter’s vessel, Jer. xix. by
gutting in fetters and “yokes, Jer. xxvii by binding a

ook’ to & stone, and casting them both into KEu-

hrates; Jer. li. by besieging a painted city, Ezek. iv.
y dividing hair into three parts, Ezek. v. by making a
chain, Ezek. vii. by carrying out household stuff, like a
captive and trembling, Ezek. xii., &c., by which kind of

have been three cubits, but then. there is left to be understood, the
wreathing work on it round about, which was two cubits more, both
which sums added, make that of five, the number set down before by
the same author. t

It is supposed that S0LOMON had respect to the pillar of the cloud,
and the pillar of fire, which went before the Israelites, and conducted
. them in the wilderness; and was the token of the divine Providence

over them: And thus S80LOMON ‘set them before the temple,
hoping and praying that the divine light, and the cloud of Gopn’s
ﬁlory, would vouchsafe to enter in thare, and that Gop and his provi-

ence, would dwell among them in this house. The pillar on the n'ﬁt
hand, represented the pillar of the clond, and that on the left, the
pillar of fire. The name of the former signifies, he will establish,
which intimates GOD’S promise to establish the throne of DAvID, and
his people IsrAEL. The name of the latter signifies, herein is strength;
either alluding to the divine promise, in which was all their stre:
and settlement; or rather, to the ark, which was within the temple,
- and called the strength of the Lord, (2 Cliron. chap. vi. ver. 42.)

* A Cherubim had one body with four faces; the faces of a lion,
an ox, a man, and an eagle, looking to the four winds of heaven,
without irig about, as in Eszekiel’s vision, chap. 1. And the foar
Seraphims the same four faces with four bodies, one face to each
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tzpea the . prophets of old were -accustomed to express
themselves. -

Thus having, in an ample manner, set forth the anti-
quity, meaning and .propriety of the use of hieroglyph-
icks, symbols, allegory, &e., from the earliest times, and
among the wisest and best of men, if such customs have
been retained by this antient and venerable institution,
strange imdeed, and destifute of reason and justice must
they appear, who should make the least objection to
such proceedings; such mistaken censurers should be
left to the enjoyment. of their own ignorance, male-
volence and detraction. . :

The book of Judges informs us, that the Gileadites,
made use of an expressive and distinguishing mark, when
pursued over the'river Jordan by the Ephraimites.

The Essenes among the Jews (a sort of Pythagoreans)
also conversed one with another, by signs and words,
which they received on their admission, and which were
preserved with care and réverence, as the great charac-
teristick of that eect. . v

The *Greeks likewise had a particular method, which
before an engagement, was adopted by the general and
officers, and gby themr communicated ta the whole army,
as a mark of distinction to know friends from enemies.
It commonly, contained some good omen, or the name
of some deity worshipped by their country; or some
hero from whom they expected success in their enter-
prizes. And it is judiciously remarked by LaexTivs,
that as ‘generals use watch-words in order to discover
their own soldiérs from an enemy (practised in all armies
and garrisons at this day,) So if is necessary to com-
municate to the members of a society certain distinctipns
whereby they may discover strangers from individuals
of their own sect.

And is it not within the reach of every one’s observa-
tion, that there is a meaning in many acts and gestures;
and that nature has endowed mankind with particular
motions to express the various intentions of the mind.
We all understand tweeping, laughing, shrugs, frowns,

* But their indiscretion in too frequently questioning one another,
without proper caution, oft cajgsed 3,“’“ confusjén among themaselves
and discovered the word at Iast to their enemigs.

1 Tears have the weight of a voice. Ovip. )
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&o., as forming a species of univerwal language. Appli-
cations are many times made, and a kind of dialogue
maintained only by the casts of the eye* and motions
of the adjacent muscles; and we read even of feer thas
speakt; of a philosopher, who answered an argument
only by getting up and walking.}

Bending the knees, in adoration of the Deity, is one
of the most antient customs, among men. Bowing, or
prostrating the body, is a8 mark of bmmiliation. Even
joining right hands, is a pledge of fidelity; for Valerius
Mazunus tells us, that the antients hed a moral deity,
whom they called F1pEs, a goddess of -honesty or fideli-
ty, and adds, when they promised any thing of old, they
gave their hand upon it-(as we do now) and therefore
she is represented as giving her hand, and sometimes
as only two hands conjoined. Chartarius more fully
describes this, by observing that the proper residence
of faith-or fidelity, was thought by the antients to be in
the right hand.. And therefore this deity, he informs
us, was sometimes represented by two right hands
joined together ; sometimes by two littte images shaking
each other’s right hand; so that the right hand was by
them held sacred, and was symbolically made use of in
a solemn mauner to denote fidelity. And we read in
the book of Ruth, of particular customs practised among
the Israelites, whenever they meant to confirm any com-
pact they entered into. - :

With respect to PRosATIONARY DEGREES, the instances
that might be produced of the antiquity, necessity, and
general use of them, would fill a large volume; suffice
1t here to mention the following. .

The philosophers inform us, that the Egyptian King
XorpeR, commanded, thaf the secret of which he was
possessed, should not be divulged to any but those who
were found skilful in every step they advanced: Also
the great heathen King XopmoLET, ordered the grand
secret of which he was possessed, to be revealed to none,
but to those who after thorough examination, were found

* The eyes, the eye-brows, the forehead, in a word, the whole
countenance is a certin tacit speech of $he mind. Crc.

1 He speaketh with his feet. (Prov. chap. vi., ver. 13.)

3 Sextus Empiricus.
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to be worthy; and inflicted disgrace and severe punish-
ments on those who should transgress this law.

And if we examine the customs of the Jews, we shall
see that the Levites had the several degrees of initiation,
consecration and ministration. And in their grand sanke-
drim, they had also three ehief officers, the principal, vice
principal, and the chacam, (i. e.-wise man) the last two
were called assistant councellors. Their pupils were
divided into three distinct classes, who according to their
abilities were from time to time elected to fill up the
vacant offices in this great assembly.

About the time of our Saviour’s nativity, the eastern
schools used a set form of discipline.

The scholar was first termed 'sciple,,in respect of his
learning; a jumior in respeet of his minority; Bachur
(i. e. one chosen or elected) in respect of his election,
and co-aptation into the number of disciples. And after
he had proved himself a proficient in their studies, and
was thought worthy of some degree, by imposition of
hands, he was made & graduate.

*At the east end of every school er synagogue, the Jews
had a chest called Aarom (or ark) in.which was loeked
up the Eentateuch in manuscript, wrote on vellum, in
square characters, which by express command, was to be
delivered to such only as. were found to be wise among
them (2 Esdr. c. xiv., v. 16.) This method of proceeding
was also observed at the building of SoLomon’s temple,
when we Know the craftsmen were not to be made
Masters, until that glorious edifice should be compleated,
that so they might acquire competent skill, and be able
to give aMPLE PROOF of their qualifications.

Pythagoras, who flourished above 500 years before
Christ, never permitted a pupil to speak in his school,
till he had undergone a probation of five years silence.

The Essenes* already mentioned, had the following

* The Essenes were men of excellent morals, eminent for their
justice beyond either Greeks or barbarians, as a virtue that had been
a long time their s];gli«tion and stady. Josxprus, lib. 18. c. 12.

'Tis remarkable, that of the three famous sects among the Jews, in
the days of our Lonn, Pharisees, Sadducees and Besenes we find,

h the first two were censured by him, the Essenes were not.

It 18 further related of this eect, were above all others strict

observers of the Sabbath-day ; on it they would dress no meat, light
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customs, E[vhem a person desiredh idmittanoedinto thzifr
society: He wag to thr grees
probaiion, before he md bem:gMastr:rp?f tl?gil;' mys-
teries; when he was received into the class of novices,
he was presented with a white garment, and when he
had been long enough to give some competent proof of
his secrecy and virtue, he was admitted to further know-
ledge, but still he went on with the trial of his integrity
and good morals: And at length, being found worthy in
ever{ respect, was fully admitted into their mysteries;
but before he was received as an established member, he
was first to bind himself by solemn obligatiens and pro-
fessions, to do justice, to do no wrong, to keep faith
with all men, to embrace the. truth, to keep his hand
clear from.fraudulent dealings, not to conceal from his
fellow-professor, any of the rysteries, nor $o communi-
cate them to the profane, though it should he to save his
life; to deliver nothing hut what he received, as well
as to endeavour to preserve the principles that he pro-
fessed. Every member eat and drank at ene .common
table, and any Brethren of the same fraternity, who came
from places ever so remote, were sure to be received at
their meetings. (Philo. de Vit. contemplat. Joseph
antiqu. L. 8.¢. 2.) - .

And it may be further remarked of the Jews, that, in
the feast of the seventh month, the High Priest was not
even permitted to read the law to the ﬁeople until he
had studied it seven days, viz., upon the fourth, fifth,
sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, and tenth days, being
attended by same of the priests to hear him perform,
and to judge of his qualification for that purpose. (Vide
*Sir Isaac NEwTon’s Observations on the Apocalypse
of St. Jonn.)

no fire, remove no vessels aut of their places, &c. (Josephus, de Bello,
lib. 1, c. 7.) Nay more, they observed every seventh week a solemn
pentecost (Philo. de vita contemplat.) And if Jews, without any
divine injunction in this particular could so religiously observe the
Sabbath, how must Christians stand condemned, who in flat dis-
obedience to the command of an omnipotent Gop will not devote sa
much as one day in seven to honour him who gives them all things ?
All Free and Accepted Masons well knew how great & violation of our
rinciples every instance of such conduct is. And every true Brother will
ge careful not to offend herein, FOR BY THE FRUIT THE TREE I8 KNOWN,
* These scven days are alluded to, by the Lamb’s opeming the
scven seals successively.




497

The above proceeding is so far from being novel, that
it is practised in.our own nation, even at this day, in the
Jearned societies of every denomination: For instance,
in academical degrees, there are, batchelor, master, doc-
tor; in the church, the several orders of deacon, priest,
and bishop ; in the municipal law, those of student, bar-
rister, and serjeant; in the civil law and physick, student,
batchelor, and doctor; in each of these t{e disciple, or
scholar, undergoes proper examinations, and must, or at
least, ought to be found well qualified prior to his admis-
sion to a superior rank. -

And as FReEMAsoNRY i8 in like manner a progressive
science, not to be perfectly attained but by time, pa~
tience, and application, how necessary is it, that testi-
mounies of proper qualifications should be required for
the respective degrees, before the candidate can attain
them ; both in regard to science: and morality; as the
honour of the institution should always be & principal
object in view to every Free and Accepted Mason, who
ought to be well instructed in the scientifick knowledge
and moral and social virtues peculiar to an inferior,* ere
he will be admitted to the more sublime truths of the
perfect aad well qualified Mason. -

The nature of my design leads me, in the next place, -
to the consideration of the name which has been osted
by our institution, from its first establishment; and to
inform the. unlettered or inettentive Brother, that this
did not arise merely from oyr skill in architecture, or the
principles of building, but from a more comprehensive
acquamtance and knowledge of the sublimest principles
of philosephy and moral virtues; which, however excel-
lent they may be in the opinion of the learned and judi-
cious part of mankind, cannot be indiscriminately revealed

° . \ F

* Was a con ractice to be adopted in our ions i
Craft, and submtl:t degrees shouldpbe oonfenem. 0 ime
due time to make proper trial of the abilities, proficiency, and moralr-
ty of the candidate; no one acquainted with our constitution, would
hesitate a moment to pronounce such practice an evident violation of
its principles : And should that ever prove to have been the case, it
is hoped those who erred therein, will inform themselves of the great
impropriety of such proceedings; and think it a duty which they owe
to the Society and to their own honour, to discontinue such practice,
athaywﬂl{vecamwsuspootﬂmttheywhhnotto thea
proceedings by thbe true plan of Masonry. .
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to every one; lest, instead of that respect which they
require, for want of right understanding, and a sound
mind, they might not preduce their just and n
consequences; as even the purest morality and wisest
systems have been too often ridieuled by the folly or
perverseness of weak or wicked men.

Therefore, the name of Mason is not to be considered in
the contracted implication of & builder of habitations,
&c. But figuratively,* pursuant to_the method of the
antient society on which this institution -is founded;
and, taken in this sense, a Mason is one who, by gradual
advances in the sublime truths and various arts and
sciences which the principles and precepts of Freema-
sonry tend to inculcate and -establish, is raised by regular
eourses to such a degree of Xerfection, as to be replete
with happiness himself, and extensively beneficial to
others.

As to the appendage Free, that evidently owed its rise
to the practice of the antients, who never suffered the
liberal arts and sciences to be taught to any but the
free-born. : '

I now presume I have sufficiently exposed and everted
all ‘the foregoing allegations. And having also traced
back to the earliest ages, the use and meaning of symbols
and hieroglyphicks, and likewise fully demonstrated the
original intention and use of allegorical figures and cere-
monies, and the reasonableness and necessity of progres-
sive degrees in the pursuit of every art and science, no
unprejudiced person will think it extraordinary that
those customs and ceremonies established and connected _
with our institution, have been most sacredly and invio-
lably preserved and adhered to by us to-this day. But
what such customs and ceremonies are—for what ends
and purposes used—never can be known except to true
and lawful Brethren. Co .

‘Therefore, however anxious and restless the busy and
invidious may be, and whatever attempts they may make
to traduce our institution and proceedings, or discover
our mysteries, all their endeavours will prove ineffectual.
- They will still find that the only means to attain to the

* The apostles also frequently made use of this term in the like
sense, Ao’ xx., ver. 3. Ephes. ii., ver. 22. .
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knowledge of our mysteries, are abilities, integrity,
firmness, and a due and comstant perseverance in the
great duties of moral and secial life, in principles of
religion and virtue, and whatever is ¢commendable and

raiseworthy. THEesr are the steps, and this the clue
that will lead and direct the practisers of such excellen-
cies to the heights of Freemasonry; and while they
adhere to them, will effectually secure them favour and
esteem from every able and faithful Brother, and the
‘warmest approbation and satisfaction from their own

. -
) . . e Lt e




APPENDIX:

i AVING shewn at what period, and on
what })la.n, FrernAsonNrY first became
a regular institution, I refer my readers
to our book of excellent constitutions
}.which no Lodge ought to be without)
or a particular account of its progress
- 2) in the various parts of the globe ever
since. But, as many may not have time and opgortunity
to consult so ample a relation, I shall, for the benefit of
such, take some notice here of the first establishment of
Masonry in this kingdom. .

And, notwithstanding the obscurity which invelopes
the history of the early ages of our country, various
*circumstances contribute to prove that Freemasonry
was introduced into Britain by the first inhabitants, and
though many antient records of this institution were
either logt or destroyed in the wars of the Saxons and
Danes, yet we are still possessed of oNE, which testifies
that so far back as the reign of King ATHELSTONE, this
Fraternity ‘were restored to, and confirmed in their
antient rights and privileges, by a new charter, or royal
grant of that king, which is recorded in the old consti-
tution, and relates that-* King ATHELSTONE, the grand-
son of ALFrep the Great, a mighty architect, the first
anointed King of England, and who translated the Holy
Bible into the Saxon tongue, when he had brought the
land into rest and peace, built ‘many great works, and
encouraged many Masons from France, who were
aEpointed overseers thereof, and brought with them the
charges and regulations of the Lodges, preserved since
the Roman times, who also {:revailed with the king to
improve the constitution of the English Lodges, accord-
ing to the foreign model, and to increase the wages of
working Masons. That the said king’s brother, Prince

® The remains of antient architecture of much esfier date than
the Romans, the usa.?es and customs of the Druids, so exactly agree-
able to the usages of this institution, which probebly they gathered
from the Magians, &o.
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Epwin, being taught Masounry, and taking upon him the
charges: of agMaster Masos, for the loveghtg)o bad to the
said craft, and the honoursble. principles whereon it
is founded, purchased a free charter of his father for the
Masons to'have a correction among themselves (as it was
antiently expressed) or a freedom and.-power to regulate
themselves,-to amend what might happen amigs within
the craft, and to hold a yearly communication, and gene-
ral assembly. . .

That accordingly Prince, Epwiv summoned all the
Masons in the realm, to meet him in a congregation at
York, in June, A. D. 926, who came and composed &
general or grand lodge, of which- he was Grand :
And baving .brought with them all the old writings and
records of the craft extant, some in Greek, some in Latin,
some in French, and other languages, from the con-
tents theéreof, that assembly framed the constitutions and
charges of an- English lodge, made a law. ta preserve and
observe the same in all time coming, and erdained good

y for the working masons. . '

And the craft- was greatly encouraged by the Saxon
and Danish. Monarchs, and other eminent and wealthy
personages im succeeding a%es; and wholesome laws and
regulations were occasionally’ made .and established .to
promote and render permanent the presperity, henour
and harmony. of the fraternity. For it is also recorded,
that in the glorious reign of King Epwarp-the Third,
who hecame the patron of  arts and sciences, the charges
and regulations of Masons were, ¢ revised and meliorated,
and several new regulations were ordaived ;" from  which
time to the reign of King Henmy the Sixth, Masonry
continued in a flourishing state, lodges and communica-
tions being more frequently held than gver, and tran-
quillity, joy, and felicity, universally abounded amongst
them. : .

" This happy situation of the society groved-a sufficierrt
incitement with the commons of that day to attempt its
overthrow, by a general suppression of their lodges and
communications; and taking advantage of the King’s
minority, in the third year of his reign, and the fourth of
his age, an act was passed to prohibit, tkeir confederating
in chapters or congregations. But the prudent and upright
deportment of the Brotherhood, and the excellence of
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their principles, ptecepts, and regulations, had gained
them such universal esteem, and good-will, that this
severe edict, the effect of envy and malevolence, in this
arbit set of men, was never once executed, nor did it
in tbrea'?e'ast intimidate the Masons from holding their
assemblies, or cause them to. take any steps to get it
repealed ; conscious of their own integrity, they dreaded
not its force; on the contrary, we find, that in the
minority of the same King, a very respectable lodge was
held at Canterbury, and tha} a coat.of arms, much the
same with that of the London company of freemen-ma-
sons, was used by them ; whence it is natural to conceive,
that the said company is descended of the antient frater-
nity ; and that in former times, no man was made free
of that company, until he was initiated in .some lodge
of Free and Accepted Masons, as a necessary qualifica-
tion.* And it not only appears, that before the troubles
which happened in the reign of this unfortunate Prince,
Free-Masons were universally esteemed, but even Kin
Henry himself was made a Mason in the yefir 1442, an
many Lords and géntlemen of the court; after his exam-
ple, solicited and obtained admission into the fraternity.
And by what follows, we find how very inteut this Prince
was to atquire some knowledge of the fundamental prin-
ciples, history and traditions of the royal art, even before
he was initiated ; and from whence may also be gathered
many of the original principles of the antient society, on
which the-institution of Freemasonry was ingrafted.

No doubt but every reader will feel some satisfactien
in looking over this antique relation, though none more
so than the true and faithful Brother, in observing the
glimmering conjectures of an unenlightened person, upon
the fundamental principles, history and traditions of the
royal art, though a philosopher of as great merit and
penetration as this nation ever produced.

* This is the ponstant practice at this day amangst the oparative
toasons in our sistur kingdom, Seotland. v
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A letter from the learned Mr. John Locke, to the Right Hon.
Thomas Earl of Pembroke, with an old manuscript on the
subject of Freemasonry.

My LORD, .

I have at length, by the help of Mr. Collins, procured a
copy of that M. S. in the Bodleian library, which you
were 80 curious to see: And, in obedience to your Lord-
ship’s commands, I herewith send it to you. Most of the
notes annexed to it, are what I made yesterday for the
reading of my Lady Masham, who is become so fond of
Masonry, as to say, that she now more than ever wishes
herself a man, that she might be capable of admission

into the fraternity. -
The M. 8. of which this is & copy, appears to be about
160 years old ; yet (as your Lordship will observe by the
title) it is itself a copy of one yet more antient by about
100 years: For the original is said to have been the
hand-writing of K. Henry VI. Where that Prince had
it, is at present an uncertainty; but it seems to me to be
an examination (taken perhaps before the King) of some
one of the Brotherhood of Masons; among whom he
entered himself, as it is said, when he came out of his
minority, and thenceforth put a stop to a persecution
that had been raised against them: But I must not
detain your Lordship longer, by my preface, from the

thing itself. : ) A

, 6th May, 1696.

Certayne questyons, with awnsweres to the same, con-
~ cerning the mystery of Maconrye; writtene by the
hande of Kynge Henrye the sixthe of the name, and
faithfullye copyed by me (IL Johan Leylande antiqua-
rius, by the commaunde of his (2) highnesse. '

They be as followeth,

Quest. YW HAT mote ytt be? (3) :
wAns. Ytt beeth the skylle of nature, the under-

(1) John Leland was appointed by Henry VIIL at the dissolution
of monasteries, to search for, and save such books and records as
were valuable among them. He was a man of great labour -and
industry.

(2) His Highnesse, meaning the said King Henry VIII. Our

ings had not then the title of Majesty.

(3) What mote ytt-be? That is, what may this mystery of Masonry
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stondynge of the myghte that ys hereynne, and its sond
Werckyngges; sonderlyche, the skyll};nzf rectenyn r{fg
waightes and metynges, and the treu manere of facon-
nynge al thynges for mannes use, headlye, dwellynges,
and buyldynges of alle kindes, and al odher thynges that
make gudde to manne.
. Where dyd ytt begyne? . :

Ans. Ytt dyd begynne with the (4) fyrste menne
the este, whych were before the (5) ffyrste manne of t{z
west, and comynge westlye, ytt hathe brought herwyth
alle comfortes to the wylde and comfortlesse.

Quest. Who dyd bringe that westlye ?

Ans. The (6) - Venetians, whoo beynge grate mer-
chandes, comed ffyrste firomme the este ynn Venetia,
for the commodytye of marchaundysynge beith este and
weste, bey the redde and myddlelonde sees. .

Quest. Howe comede ytt yo Engelonde ?

Ans. Peter Gower .(7) a Grecian, journeyedde ffor

be? The answer imports, that it comeists in natural, mathematical
and methanical kn::}::lge. Some part of which (as a}:peam by what
follows) the Masons pretend to have taught the rest of mankind, and
some part they should conceal.

(4) (5) F{l;k menne yn the Este, &c. It should seeme by this
that Masons believe there were men in the east before Adam, who is
called the ffyrste manne of the west; and that arts, and sciences
began in the east. Some authors of.great note for learning have been
of the same opinfon ; and it is certain that Europe and Afrioa iwhich
in respect to Asia, may be called western countries) were wild and
savage, long after arts and politeness of manners were in great perfec-
tion in China, and the Indies.

(8) The Venetians, &c. In the time of monkish ignorance it is no
wonder that the Phenicians should be mistaken for the Venetians.
Or, perhaps, if the people were not taken one for the other, similitude
of sound might deceive the clerk who first took down the examination.
The Phenicians were the greatest voyagers among the antients, and
were in Europe thought to be the inventors of letters, which perhaps
they brought from the esst with other arts.

(7) Peter Gower. This must be another mistake of the writer. I
was puzzled at first to fuess who Peter Gower should be, the name
being perfoctly English; for how a Greek should come by such a
name: But as soon as I thought of Pythagoras, I could scarce forbear
sepiling, to find that pbiloao;her had undergone & metempsycosis, he
mever dreamt of. We need only consider the French pronounciation
of his mame, Pythagore, that is Petagore, to conceive how easily such
a mistake mi {t be made by an unlearned clerk. That Pythagoras
travelled for knowledge into Egypt, &c., is known to all the learned ;
and that he was initiated into several different orders of priests, who
in those days kept all their learning secret from the vulgar, is as well
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kunn Egypte, and Syria and yn everyche
londe w erzz th%netiam g:ddeyriauntedxa Macorx{rye,
and wynnynge entrasunce yn al lodges of Maconnes, he
lerned muche, and retournedde, and woned yn Grecia
magna (8) wachsynge, and beeommynge a myghtye (93
wyseacre, and greatelyche renowned, and her he frame
a grate lodge at Groton (10) and maked many Maconnes,
some whereoffe dyd jeurney yn Fraunce, and maked
many Maconnes, wherefromme, yn processe of tyme, the
arte passed yn Engelonde.

Quest. Dothe Maconnes descouer here artes wunto
odhers 7 . . )

Ans. Peter Gower whenne he journeyedde to lernne,
was fiyrste (11) made, and anonne techedde ; evenne soe
shulde all odhers beyn recht. Natheless (12) Maconnes
haueth always yn everyche tyme from tyme tp tyme
communycatedde to mannkynde soche of her secrettes as
gemerallyche myghte be usefulle; they haueth keped
backe soche allein as shulde be harmefulle yff they comed
yn euylle haundes, oder soche as ne nryghte be holpynge

known. Pythagoras also, made every geometrical theorem a secre
and admitted only such to the knowledge of them, as had firet under-
gmo = {ive years silence. He is m{posed to be the inventor of the

LVTI. proposition of the first book of Euclid, for which, in the joy
of his heaxt, it is said he sacrificed s hecatomb.” He also knew ‘the
true system of the world, lately revived by Copernicus; and was
certainly A most wonderful man. See his life by Dion Hall.

(8) Grecia Ma a part of Italy formerly so called, in which the
Greeks had settled a large colony. - .

(9) Wyseacre. This word at present signifies simpleton, but for-
merly a quite contrary meaning. Weisager in old Saxon, is
philosopher, wiseman or wizard, and having been frequently used
ironically, at length came to have a direct meaning in the ironical
sense. Tims, Duns Scotus, 2 man famed for the subtility and acuteness
of his understanding, has i)y the same method.of irony, given a general
name to modern dunces.. . ,

(10) Groton. Groton is the name of a place in England. The
place here meant is Crotona, & city of Grecia Magna, which.in the
time of Pythegoras was very populous. -

(11) Fyrste made. The word made I suppoge has a particular
meaning among the Masons ; perhaps it signifies, initiated.

(12) Maconnes haueth communycatedde, &c. This paragraph hath
something remarkable in it. It contains a justification of the secrecy
so much boasted of by Masons, and so much blamed by others;
asserting that they have in all ages diseovered such things as might
be useful, and that they conceal guch only as would bg hurtful ei
to the world or themsolves, What these secrets are, we see after-
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wythouten the techynges to be joinedde herwythe in the
lodge, oder soche as do bynde the freres more strongelyche
togeder, bey the proffytte and -commodytye comyng to
the confrerie herfromme. '

Quest. Whatte artes haueth.the Maconnes techedde
mankynde ? . : ‘

Ans. The artes (13) agricultura, architectura, astro-
nomia, .geometria, numeres, musica, -poese, kymistry,
governmente, and relygyonne.

Quest. Howe commethe Maconnes more teachers than
odher menne ¥ .

Ans. The hemselfe haueth allein in (14) arte of fynding
neue artes, whyche-arte the ffyrste Maconnes receane
from Godde; by the whyche they fyndethe whatte artes
bem plesethe, and the treu way of techynge the same.
Whatt odher menne doethe fiynde out, ys onelythe bey
chaunce, and therefore but lytel I tro.

Quest. Whatte dethe the Maconnes concele and hyde?

Ans. They concelethe the art of fiyndynge neue artes,
and thattys for her own proffytte, and. (15) preise: They
cencelethe the art of kepynge (16? secrettes, thatt soe
the worlde mayeth nothinge concele from them. - They
concelethe the art of wunderwerckynge, and of foresay-

(13) The artes, agricultura, &c. It seems a bold pretence this of
the Masonps, that they have taught' mankind all these arts. They
have their own authority for it; and I know not how we shall dis-
prove them. But what appears most odd, is, that they reckon religion
moﬁ the art; fymi - .

Arte o ing neue artes. e art of inventing must
cexgtainly be a most useful art. My Lord Bacon’s Novum Or.;t:;uwn is
an attempt towards sumething of the same kind. But I much doubt,
that if ever the Masons had it, they have now lost it; since so fow
new arts have been lately invented, and so many are wanted. The
idea I have of such an art is, that it must be something proper to be
.pr]ied in all the sciences, generally, a8 algebra is in numbers, by the
help of which, new rules of arithmetic are, and may be found.

(15) Preise. Tt seems the Masons have great regard to the repu-
tation as well as the profit of their order; since they make it one
reason for not divulging an art in common, that it may do honour to
the possessors of it. I think in this particular they shew too much

d for their own sogiety, and too little for the rest of mankind.

(16) Arte of keeping secreiles. What kind of an art this is, I can
by no means 1magine. But certainly such an art the Masons must
have: For though, as some people suppose, they should have no secret
at all, even that must be a secret which being discovered, would expose
them to the highest ridicule; and therefore it requires the utmost
caution to conceal it. -
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inge thynges to come, that, so thay same artes may not
be de of the wyckedde to an euyell ende ; they also
concelethe the (17) arte of chaunges, the wey of wyn-
nynge the facultye (18) of Abrac, the skylle. of -becom-
mynge gude and per?'ghte wythouten the holpynges of
fere, and hope; and the universelle (19) longage of
Maconnes.

Quest. Wylle he teche me thay same artes?

Answ. Ye shalle be techedde yff ye be warthye, and
able to lerne. .

Quest. Dothe all Maconnes kunne more then odher
menne ?

Answ. Not so. Thay onlyche haueth recht and occa-
syonne more then odher merne to kunne, but many doeth
fale yn capacity, and manye more doth want industrye,
thatt ys pernecessary for the gaynynge all kunnynge.

Quest. Are Maconnes gudder men then odhers¥n -

Answ. Some Maconnes are not so vertuous as some
other menne; but En the moste parte, thay be more gude
than thay woulde be yf thay- war not Maconnes.

Quest. Doth Maconnes love eidther odher myghtylye
as beeth sayde? ) )

Answ. Yea verylythe, and yt may not odherwise be:
For gude menne and treu, kennynge eidher odher to be
soche, doeth always love the more as thay be meore gude.

[Here endethe the questyonnes, and awnswers.]

(17) Arte of chaunges. I know not what this means, unless it be
the transmutation of metals.

18) Facultye of Abrac. Here I am utterly in the dark.

219) Universelle longage of Maconnes. An universal language has
been much desired by the learned of many ages. It is a thing rather
to be wished than hoped for. But it seems the Masons pretend to
have such & thing among them. If it be true, I guess it must be
something like the language of the Pantomine8 among the .antient
Romans, who are said to ke able, by signs only, to express and deliver
any oration intelligibly to men of all nations and languages. A man
who has all these arts and advantages, is certainly in a condition to be
envied: But we are told, that this is not the case with all Masons ;
for though these arts are among them, and all have & right and
opportunity to know them, Hvet some want capacity, and others
industry to acquire them. However, of all their arts and secrets,
that which T desire most to know is, The skyle of becommynge gude
and perfyghte; and 1 wisk it were communicated to all mankind
since there is nothing more true than the beautiful sentence contained
in the last answer, “The better men are the more they iove one
another.” Virtue having in itself something so amiable a8 to charm
the hearts of all that bebold it.
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I know.not what effect the sight of this old paper may
have upon your Lordship; but for myown part 1 cannot
deny, that it has somuch raised my curiosity, as to induce
me to enter myself into the fraternity, which I am deter-
mined to do (if I may be admitted) the next time I goto
London, and that will be shortly.

I am, my Lord,
Your Lordship’s most obedient,
’ And most humble servant,
JOHN LOCKE.

L )

A GLOSBARY TO EXPLAIN THE OLD WORDS IN THE FORE-
GOING MANUSCRIPT.

P

Allein, onfy. Myghte, power. .
Alweys, always. - <. Occasyonne, opportunity,
Beithe, both. N Oder, or.

Commodytye, conveniency. Onelyche, only. [sary.
Confrerie, fraternity. . _Pernecessarye, abgolutely neces-
Faconnynge, forming. Preise, honour.

Fore-sayinge, prophecying. Recht, right.

Freres, brethrep. . Reckenyngs, numbers.
Headlye, chiefly. ", | Sondesrlyche, particularly.

Hem plesethe, they please. - Stkeylle, knowledge.

Her, there, their. Wacksynge, growing.
Hereynne, thetein. - Werck, operation.

Herwyth, with it. N Wey, way.

Holpynge, beneficial. Whereas, where.

Kunne, know. . Woned, dwelt.

Kunnynge, knowledge. | Wunderwerckynge, working
Make gudde, are beneficial. - miracles.

Metynges, measures. . Wylde, savage.

Mote, may. Wynnynge,- gaining. -

Myddiclonde, Mediterraneast. | Ynn, into.

It would be next to an impossibility to enumerate all
the Royal, Noble, and eminent personages, who have
thought it ne diminution of their dignities to protect and
patronize the craft, and to preside as GRAND MasTERS
over the fraternity in different parts of the globe. How-
ever, the following catalogue of those who have sat in




Soromon’s chair in this kingdom®, tegether with. their
pEPUTIES and provincial GRAND MasTERs for near fifty

-years past, may not be unacceptable to the reader, and at

the same time must put tosilence and shame any who
look upon Freemasonry, as a trifling institution.

1721. John Montague, Duke of Montague, Grand Mas-
ter. " . - .

John Beal, Dr. of Physic, Deputy Grand Master.

1722. Philip Wharton, Duke of Wharton, Grand Mas-
ter. : - .

J. Theo. Desaguliers, L. L. D. and ¥. R. 8., Deputy
Grand Master. T

1728. F.Scott, E. of Dalkieth, late Duke of Buccleugh,
Grand Master.

J. Theo. Desaguliers, L. L. D. and F. R. 8., Deputy
Grand Master.

- 1724.- G.< Lenox, Duke of Richmond, Lenox, and

Aubigny, Grand Master. :

Martin Folkes, Esq., Deputy Grand Master.

- 1725. J. Hamilton, Lord Paisley, now E. of Abercorn,

Grand Master.

J. Theo. Desaguliers, L. L. D. and F. R. 8., Deputy
Grand Master. g

1726. Williate Obrian, Earl of Inchiquin, Grand Mas-
ter. > T . .

William Co , Esq., Deputy Grand Master.

1727. Henry Hare, Lord Coleraine, Grand Mastér.

Alexander Chocke, Esq, Deputy Grand Master.

1728. James King, Lord Kingston, Grand Master.

Nathaniel Blackerby, Esq., Deputy Grand Master.

1729-30. Thomas Howard, Duke of Norfolk, Grand
Master. - '

Nathaniel Blackerby, Esq., Deputy Grand Master,

1731. T. Cook, Lord Lovel, afterwards. Earl of Leices-
ter, Grand Master. . S - :

Thomas Batson, Esq., Deputy Grand Master.

1732. Anthony Brown, Lord Visc. Montacute, Grand
Master. ‘ ‘ )

Thomas Batson, Esq., Deputy Grand Master.

1788. James Lyon, Earl of Strathmore, Grand Master

Thomas Batson, Esq., Deputy Grand Master.

. *For the Grand Masters in Sootland, vide p. 70-72
)
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1734. Jobn Lindsay, E. of Crawford, Primier Earl of
Scotland, Grand Master.

Sir. Cecil Wray, Bart., Deputy Grand Master.

Ma18735 Thomas Thynne, Lord: Visc. Weymouth, Grand

ter

John Ward, Esq., Deputy Grand Master.

1736. John Campbell Earl of Loudoun, Grand Master.

John Ward, Esq., Deputy Grand Master.

1737. Edward Bligh, Earl of Darnley, Grand Master.

John Ward, Esq., De uty Grand Master.

1738. H. Brid es, l\farq of Carnarvon, now D. of
Chandos, Grand Master.

John Ward, Esq., Deputy Grand Master.

. 1789. Robert Raymond, Lord Raymond, Grand Master.
William Greeme, Dr. of Physic, Deputy Grand Master.
1740. John Keith, E. of Kintore, Grand Master.
William Greeme, Dr. of Physioc, Deputy Grand Master.
1741-2. J. Douglass, E. of Morton, Knight of the

Thistle, Grand Master.

Martin Clare, M. A. and F. R. 8., Deputy Grand
Master.

1743-4.. John Ward, now Lord Viscount Dudley and
Ward, Grand Master.

Sir Robert Lawley, Bart., Deputy Grand Master.

1745-6. Thomas yon, Earl of Strathmore, Grand Mes-
ter.

William Vaughan, Esq., Deputy Grand Master.

1747-8. James Crapstoun, Lord .Cranstoun, Grand
Master.

Edward Hody, Dr. of Phytnc and F. R. S., Deputy
Grand Master.

1749-50-1. William Byron,Lord Byron, Grand Master.

Fotherley Baker, Esq., Deputy Grand Master.

1752. John Proby, Lord Carysfort, Grand Master,

Thomas Manningham, Dr. of Physic, Deputy Grand
Master..

1754. James Bndges, Marq. of Cargarvon, (son and
heir to Henry, Duke of Chandos, formerly Grand Masater)
Grand Master,

MThomas Manningham, Dr. of Physic, Deputy Gra.nd
aster
1757. Sholto Charles Douglass, Lord Aberdour. now

Earl of Morton, Grand Master. .
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Mr. John Revis, ty Grand Master.:

1762. Washington Shirley, Earl Ferrers, Grand Mas-
ter.

Mr. John Revis, Deputy Grand Master.

1764. Cadwallader, Lord Blaney, Grand Master.
. Col. John Salter, Deputy Grand Master.

1767. Henry Bridges, Duke of Beaunfort, Grand Mas-
ter. . :

The Honourable Charles Dillon, Esq., Deputy Grand
Master. '

DEPUTATIONS for ProvinciAL GRAND MasTERrs
were granted,

In 1726, by Lord Paisley, Grand Master, .
To Sir Edward Mansell, Bart., for South Wales.
Hugh Warburton, Esquire, for North Wales.
In 1728, by Lord Kingston, Grand Master
To (?ieorge Pomfret, Esquire, for Bengal, in- the East
Indies. . : ..
In 1729, by the Duke of Nerfolk, Grand Master,
To Captain Ralph Farwiater, for the East-Indies.
Monsieur Thuanus, for the Circle of Lower Saxony.
Mr. Daniel Cox, for New Jersey, in America.
In 1731, by Lord Lovell, late Earl of Leicester, Grand
Marshal, . '
To Captain John Phillips, for all the Russias.

Cuptam James Commerford, for the province of Andalusia,

in Spain.
Sir Edward Matthews for Shropshire.
In 1734, by the Earl of Crawfurd, Grand Master,
To Edward Entwizle, Esquire, for Lancashire.
Joseph Laycoek, Esquire, for Durham.
Matthew Ridley, Esquire, for Northumberland. .
In 1786, by the Earl of Loudoun, Grand Master,
To Robert Tomlinson, Esquire, for New England.
John Hummerton, Esquire, for South Carolina.
David Creighton, M. D., for Cape Coast, in Africa.
In 1737, by the Earl of Darnley, Grand Master,
To James Watson, Esquire, for the Island of Montserrat.
George Hamilton, Esquire, for the State of Geneva.
Henry William Marshalch, Eaquire, Hereditary Mares-
chal of Thuringia, for Upper Saxony. : :



William Douglas, Esquire, for the Ooast of Africa, .and
Islands of America, where no particular deputation
had been granted,

- Richard Riggs, Esquire, for New York.

In 1738,%;y the Marquis of Carnarvon, now Duke of
Chandois, Grand Master, :

To William Horton, Esquire, for the West. Riding of the
County of-York.

Hi; lE::ic:,ellency Governor Matthew, for the. Leeward

slands.
In 1739, by Lord Raymend, Grand Master,

To the Marquis Des Marches, for Savoy and Piedmont.
In 1740, by the Earl of Kintore, Grand Master,

To his Excellency James Keith, for all the Russias.

Matthew Albert Luttman, Esquire, for Hamburgh, and
the Circle of Lower Saxony. .

Edward Rooke, Esquire, for the West Riding of the
County of York, in the room of William Horton, Esq.,
decedsed. - - :

Thomas Baxter, Esquire, his Majesty’s Attorney-Gene-
ral, for the Island of Barbadoes, and of the-Islands to

- the windward of Guardaloup.
In 1742, by Lord Ward, now Viscount Dudley, Grand
Master, . .

To Mr. William Ratohdsle, for the County of Lancaster.

Ballard Beckford, George Hynde, and Alexander Craw-
ford, Esquires, for the Island of Jamaica.

Thomas Oxnard, Esquire, for North-America.

In 1744, by the Earl of Strathmore, Grand Master,

To Alured Popple, Esquire, for Bermudas.

In 1746, by £ord Cranstoun, Grand Master,

To Captain Commins, for Cape-Breton, and Louisburgh.

In 1747, 1748, 1749, 1750, 1761, by Lerd Byron,
Grand Master, . -

To William Allen, Esquire, Recorder of Philadelphia, for
Pennsylvania in America. '

Count Denneskiold Laurwig, for Denmark and Nerway.

Lieutenant Colonel James Adolphus Qughton, for the
Island of Minorea. . '

Francis Goelet, Esquire, for the Province of New York.
In 1762, 1753, by L. Carysfort, Grand Master,

To William Pye, Esquirg, for the County of Cornwail.

James Montrisor, Esquire, for Gibraltar. -
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His Excellency Governor Tinker, for the Bahama Islands.

Sir Robert de Cornwall, Baronet, for the Counties of
?:Vrgroester, Gloucester, Salop, Monmouth, and Here-
ord. e . .

George Harrison, Esquire, for the Province of New-York.

Thomas Dorree, Esquire, for Guernsey, Jersey, Alderney,
Sark, and Arme, in the British Channel.
In 1764, 1765, by the Marquis of Carnarvon Grand

Master,

To Peter Leigh, Esquire, Chief Justice of South-Caro-
lina, for South-Carolina.

David Jones Gwynne, of Talliaries, Esquire, for South
Wales, in the room of Sir Edward Mansell.

The Reverend and Honourable Francis Byam, D. D., for
Antigua. '

The Honourable Roger Drake, Esquire, at Bengal, for
East India. .

Jeremiah Gridley, Esquire, for all North America, where
no Provincial is t;!)pointed.

William Maynard, Esquire, for Barbadoes, and all other
his Majesty’s Islands to the windward of Guarda-

" loup. . .

Edwal:d Galliard, Esquire, for St. Eustatius, Sabs, and
8t. Martin, Butch Carribbee Islands in America.

John Head, Gent., Collector of the Customs at Seilly, for
Beilly, and the adjadent Islands.-

Jobst Anthony Hinuber, for all his Majesty’s Dominions
in Germany, with a power to choose Successors.

John Page, of Hawthorn, Esquire, for the County Pala-
tine of Chester, and the City and County of Chester.
In 1758, 1759, 1760, by Lord Aberdour, Grand Master,

To William Jarvis, Esquire, for Antigua.

Edward Bacon, Esquire, for Norwich, and the County of
Norfolk. . . -

James Bradford, Esquire, for the Bahama Islands.

Gottfried Jacob Jenisch, M. D., for Hamburgh and Lower
Saxony. . C

John Smith, Esquire, for the County of Lancaster.

Grey Elliot, Esquire, for Georgia.
In 1761, 1762, by Lord Carysfort, Grand Master,

To William Vaughan, Esquire, for North Wales,

John Lewis, for Andalusia, and places sdjacent.

Benjamin Smith, Esquire, for Carolins,

6



64

Tl:sogxu Marriott Perkms, Esqulre, for the -Musqueta
ore.
In 1763, .by Earl Ferrers, Grand Master,
To Cuttin hg Smith, Esquire, for East India.
Thomas Marriott Perkms, Esquire, for Jamaica.
- Im 1764, 1766, b { Lord Blaney, Grand Master,
To Captam John Blewitt, for-East-India, where no other
is appoeinted.
Docter Dyonysius Manesse, for Armenis.
George Angustus, Baron of Hammersteis, for Westpha—

J'amea Ted, Esquire, for Bombay
Ernest Slefnond de Lestwitz, for the Dukedom of
~ Brunswid
His Excellency Robert Melviile, Esqmre, for the Greater
znd Lesser Granadoes, St. Vincent, Domxmoa, Tobago,
¢
Millborne West, Esquire, for Canada.
John Stone, Esquire, for Barbadoes.
Jehn George Henry, Count de Werthen, for Upper
. Saxomy.
In 1767, by Hijs Grace, Henry Duke of Beaufort,
Grand Master, .
John iﬁieth » Esquire, (Member of Parlmment) for Somer-

The Honourable Boyle Walsingham, (Member of Parlia-
ment) for Kent.

J. J. De Vignoles, for foreign-lodges, where no Provin-
cial is appointed. -




An Account of the Establiskment of the. present Granp
Lobex of SCOTLAND.:

S X

g HE frateinity of Freemasons in Scotland
VY always owneéd their King and Seove-
- ] reign as their Grand Master: to his
n Sl authority they submitted all disputes
B that happened among the Brethren.
K| When not a Mason himself, he appoint-
ed one of the Brethren to preside as
his deputy at all their meetings, and to regulate all mat-~
ters concerning the Craft. Accordingly we find James I.,
1430, that patron of learning, countenancing the lodges
with his presence, *“as the Royal Grand Master; till he
settled an yearly income of four pounds Scots, ta be
aid by every Master Mason in Scotland, to a Grand
aster chosen by tire Bréthren, and approved of by the
crown, one nobly born, or an eminent clergyman, whe
had his deputies in cities and counties; and every new
Brother, at entrance, paid him also a fee. His office’
empowered him to regulate in the fraternity, what
should not come under the cognizance of law-courts;
to him appealed both Mason and Lord, or the builder and
founder, whén at variance, in order to prevent law-pleas;
and in his absence they appealed to his Déx’)uty or Girand
‘Wardens that resided néxt to the premises.” .
1441. William St. Clair, Earl of Orkney and Caith-
ness, Baron of Roslin, &c., &c., got a grant of this office
from King James II. He countenanced the Lodges
with his presence, propagated the royal art, and built
the chapel of Roslin, that master-piece of Gothic archi-
tecture. Masonry now began to spread its benign influ-
ence through the country, and many noble and stately
buildings were reared by the Prince and Nobles during
the time of Grand Master Roslin. By another deed of the
said King James II., this office was made hereditary to
the said William St. Clair;-and his heirs and successors
in the Barony of Roslin; in which noble family it has

[
s e
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continued without any interruption till of late years.
The Barons of Roslin have ever since continued to prove
the patrons of Masonry, in countenancing the Lodges,
determining in all matters of difference amongst the
Brethren, and supporting, with becoming dignity, the
character of Grand Master Mason over all Scotland.
They held their head court (or, in Mason style), assem-
bled their Grand Lodge at Kilwinning, in the west
country, where it is presumed Masons first began, in
Scotland, to hold regular and stated Lqdges. Nuay, it is
even alledged, that in this *place the royal art first made
its appearance, and the Brethren, meeﬁng ‘here with
hospitality and protectian, formed .themselves into a
Lodge; and their peaceable behaviour, théir hospijtable
and generoys dispositions, recommending them to the
notice of the country, the{ were soon associated by the
great and wealthy from all parts. In process of time
the Craft became more numerous,. and Lodges more
frequent throughout the caantry ; the Logfe of Kilwin-
uing, under authority of the noble Grand Masters, grant-
ing charters of erection and.constitution to the Brethren
to form themselves into regular Lodges, always under
the l]‘)roper provisions and restrictions, for their adhering
to the atrict principles of true old Masonry, and preserv-
ing amongst themselves that harmony and union which
ought, angs always has subsisted amongst the Fraternity.
. Such continued to be the state of Masonry whilst the
family of Roslin were in flourishing and ‘prosperous cir-
cumstances: But that once opulent and neble family,
thro’ their too great generosity, falling back in the world,
the present representative, William St. Clair, of Roslin,
Eesq. (a real .Mason, and a gentleman of the greatest
candour and benevolence, inheriting his predecessors
virtues without their fortune), was obliged to dispone
the estate: and, having no children, of his own, was loth
that the office of Grand Master, now vested in his person,
should become vacant at his death; more especially, as
there was but small prospect of the Brethren of this

* Thos¢ who mean any thing more by Kilwinning Masons, than
that they are of the body of Masons, whi¢h first formed themselves
mto a regular institution at Kilwinning, must be mistaken. The
Grand Lodge at Edinburgh always toast the Lodge of Kilwinning
8 their mother Lodge. .
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_country receiving any countenance or pratection fromt
the crown (to whom the office naturally reverted, at the
failure of the Roslin family), as in antient days, our
Kings and Princes continually residing in England.

Upon these considerations (October 15, 1736), having
assembled the Brethren of the Lodges in and about
Edinburgh, Grind Master St. Clair represented to them
how beneficial it would be to the cause of Masonry in
general, to have a Grand Master, a Gentleman er Noble-
man of their own country, one of their own electing, to
gatronizé and protect the Craft; and that, as hereditary

rand Master over all 8cotland, he had called this meet-
ing, in order to condescend on a proper plan for electing
of a Grand Master; and that in order to promote so
laudable a design, he proposed to resign inte the hands
of the Brethren, or whomsoever they should be plessed
to elect, all right, claim, or title whatever, which he or
his successors have to reign as Grand Master over the
Masons in-Scotland ; and recommended to the Brethren
to look out for a Nobleman or Gentleman, one of the
Craft,-fit to succeed his noble. predeeessors, a man quali-
fied to patronize snd protect the Soeiety, and sué)port
the character of Grand Master with the honour aad dig-
nity becoming:that high station; and concluded with
recommending to them unanimity, harmony, and brother-
ly love, in all their proceedings thereanent.

The Brethren taking into consideration what the
Grand Master had above represented, resolved upon
proper rulés and regulations, to be observed in the elec-
tion of a Grand Master against St. ANDREWS’ day next;
and that they might not be said to take gny step without
the countenance and approbation of the more distant
Lodges, they ordered the following letter to be wrote to
all the Lodges throughout Scotland, inviting them te
appeer, by themselves or proxies, in order to concur in
promoting so laudable & scheme.

BRETHREN,

i THE four Lodges.in and about Edinburgh, having

taken to their serious consideration, the great loss
that Masonry has sustained thro’ the want of a Grand Mas-
ter, authorized us to signify to you, our geod and worthy
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Brethren, our hearty desire and- firm intention to ehoose
a Grand Master for Seotland; and in order the same may -
be done with the greatest harmony, we hereby iavite
zou (as we.have done all the other regular Lodges known

y us) to concur in such a great and good work, whereby
it is hoped Masonry may be restored to its antient lustre
in this - kingdom: Am{ for effectuatmg this laudable
design, we bumbly desire, that betwixt this and Martin-
mas day next,-you will be pleased to ogive us a brotherly
answer in relation tp the election of a Grand Master,
which we propose to be on St. ANDREW’s day, for the
first time, and ever thereafter to be on St. Jorn the
Baptist’s day, or as the Grand Lodge shall appoint by
the majority of voices, which are, to be collected from
the Masters and Wardens of all the regular Lod%s then
Qresent, orb oxy to any Master Masop or Fellow-
Craft in any Ladge in Scotland: And the election is to
be in Mary’s Chapel. All that is hereby propesed,.is
for the advaneement and prosperity of Masonry in its
greatest and most charitable perfection. We hope and
expect a suitable return; wherein if any Lodge are
defective, they have themse]lves only to blame. We
heartily wish you all manner of success and prosperity,
and ever are, with great respect, your affectionate and
loving Brethren,” &o. .
- (Mary’s Chapel, Nov. 30, 1786.)
This 'dey being appointed for the election of a Grand
Master and other officers to compose the Grand Lodge
of Scotland, ‘the following Lodges appeared by them-
selves or proxies, viz.:—

Mary’s Chapel, * Stratimven;
-Kilwinning, Hemilton,
Canengate Kilwinning, Lanerk,
Kilwinning Scots arms, Dunse,
Kilwirning Leith, Kirkaldie,
Kilwinning Glasgow, Journeyman Masons, Edin,
Cupar of Fife, . - Kirkentulloch,
Linlithgow, Biggar,
Dunfermline, Sanquhar,
Dundee, Peebjes,
Dalkieth, i Glasgow St. Mungo's,’
Aitcheson’s haven, Greenock,

irk, Falkirk,
Inverness, Aberdeen,
Lasmahego, : Canongate and Leith,
8t. Bride’s at Douglas, Leith end Canongate,

Montrose,
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‘When the Lodge was duly met, and -the rolls called
over, there was produced the following resignation of the
office of Grand Master, by William St. Clair, of Roslin,
Esq., in-favour of the Brethren, or whomsoever they
should be pleased to elect to that high office.

¢¢T William St. Clair, of Roslin, Esq., taking to my con

y sideration; that the Masons in Scotland, did, by seve-
ral deeds, constitute and appoint William and Sir William
St. Clairs, of Roslin, my ancestors, and their heirs, to be

® their patrons, protectors, judges er masters;.and that m

holding or claiming any such jurisdiction, right or privi-
lege, might be prejudicial {o the Craft and vocation of
Masonry, whereof I am a member; and I being desireus
to advance and promote the good and utility of the said
Craft of Masounry to the utmost of my power, do therefore,
bereby, for me and my heirs, renounce, quit claim, over-
give and discharge all right, -claim or pretence that I, or
my heirs, had; have, or any ways may have, pretend to,
or claim, to be patron, protector, judge or Master of the
Masons in Scotland, in virtue of any deed or deeds made
and granted by the said Masons, or of any grant or char-
ter, made by any of the Kings of Scotland, to and in
favours of the said William and Sir William St. Clairs,
of Roslin, my predecessors; or any other manner of way
whatsoever, for now and ever: And I bind and oblige
ne, and my heirs, to warrant. this present renunciation
and discharge at all hands: And I consent to the regis-
tration hereof in the books of council and session, or any
other judges books competent; therein to remain for
preservatien; and thereto I constitute

. my dpyocurai:ors, &e.
In witness whereof I have subscribed these presents
(written by David Maul, writer to the signet) at Edin-
burgh, the twenty-fourth day of November, one thousand
seven hundred and thirty-six years, before these witnesses,
George Fraser, deputy-auditor of the excise in Scotland,
Master of the Canongate Lodge, and William Montgo-
mery, merchant in Leith, Master of the Leith Lodge.

Wu. St. CramR.

. Geo. Fraser, Canon'ﬁte Kilwinning, witness;
Wm. Montgomery, Leith Kilwinning, witness.” .

‘
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Which being read, was ordered to be recorded in the
booéts to be hereafter kept in the Grand Lodge of Scot-
land. .

After this the Brethren proceeded to the election of a
Grand Master; aud, in censideration of his noble and
antient family, for the zeal he himself had now shown
for the good and prosperity of the Craft, they thought
they could not confer that high honour upon any Brother
better qualified, or more pro%z]y entitled, than William
8t. Clair, of Roslin, Esq., whese-ancestors had so long
presided over the Brethren, and had ever acquitted them- *
selves with honour and with dignity. Accordingly,

By an unanimous voice, William St. Clair, of Roslin,
Esq., was proclaimed Grand Master Mason of all Scot-
land, and lgeing placed in the chair, was installed, salu- -
ted, homaged, and acknowledged as such.

Now we come to those h:ﬁcyon days, when Masonry
began to flourish in Scotland, in harmony, reputation,
snd numbers; and many Noblemen and Gentlemen of
the first rank, besides. other learned men, merchants,
clerglzmen and tradesmen, desired to be admitted into
the Fraternity; and finding a Lodge to be a safe and
pleasant relaxation from intense study or hurry of busi-
ness, without politica or party, took great pleasure.and
delight therein. . .

e shall now proceed to the recital of those great
personages who have thought it their honour, to preside
as Grend Masters, or other officers of the Grand Lodge;
and we oon%mtulate the Brethren on the happy pros-
pect they.still have of honourable and worthy Brothers
succeeding to Soromon’s chair, and. presiding as Grand
Masters over them; under ‘whose benign influence, may
the Craft continue to flourish and inerease; may they be
eminent and distinguished amongst mankind, for harmony
and virtue, as belonging -to a Society dedicated for pro-
moting these great and valuable purposes. :

Nov. 30, 1736. William St. %lalr, of Roslin, Esq.,
Grand Master. - '

Captain John, Young, Deputy Grand Master.

1737. George Earl of Cromarty, Grand Master.

Captain John Young, Deputy Grand Master.

1738. Johm Earl of Kinteore, Grand Master.

Captain John Young, Deputy Grand Master.
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1739. James Earl of Morton, Grand Master.

Captain John Young, Deputy Grand Master.

1740, Thomas Earl of Strathmore and Kinghorn,
Grand Master.

- Captain John Yeung, D Grand Maater.

1741. Alexander.lggl ofegz:{m, Grand Master. ;
Captain John Yeung, Deputy Grand Master. i
1742. William E. of Kilmarnock, Grand Master.
Captain John Young, Deputy Grand Master.
1743. James E. of Weemyss, Grand Master.
_Captain John Young, Deputy Grand Master.
1744. James E. of Murray, Grand Master.
Captain John Young, Deputy Grand Master.
1745. Henry David%. ofp Buchan, Grand Master.
Captain John Young, Deputy Grand Master.

o 1746. William Nesbit, of Dirleton, Esq., Grand Mas-

I. . .

Major John Young, Deputy Grand Master.
1747. Francis Charteris, of Amesfield,- Esq., Grand
Master. . .
Major John Young, De'guty Grand Master.
1748.. Hugh Seton, of Touch, Esq., Grand Master.
. Major John Young, Deputy Grand Master.

1749. Thomas Lord Erskine, Grand Master.

Major John Young, De%lt{ Grand Mastey.

1750. Alexander E. of Eglington, Grand Master.

Major John Young, Deguty Grand Master.

1761. James Lord Boyd, Grand Master.

Colonel John Young, Deputy Grand Master.

17562. George Drummom£ Esq., Grand Master.
Charles Hamilton-Gordon, Esq., Deputy Grand Mas-
1753. C. Hamilton-Gordon, Esq., Grand Master.

Joseph Williams, Esq., Deputy Grand Master.

17564, James Master of Forbes, Grand Master.

David Dalrymple, Esq., Deputy Grand Master. .

1765. Sholto Charles Douglas, Lord Aberdour, Grand
Master. ] .
- Greorge Fraser, Esq., Deputy Grand Master.

1756. Sholto Charles Douglas, Lord Aberdour, Grand
Master. . ,

George Fraser, Esq., Deputy Grand Master.

1767. Alexander E. of Galloway, Grand Master.
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George Fraser, Esq., Deputy Grand Master.

1758. Alexander E. of Galloway, Grand Master.

Gearge Fraser, Esq., Deputy Grand Master.

1759. David E. of Leven, Grand Master.

Greorge Fraser, Esq., Deputy Grand Master.

1760. David E. of Leven, Grand Master. -

George Fraser, Esq., De{mty Grand Master.

1761. Charles Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, Grand
Master. : . ’

1763. Alex. Erskine, E. of Kelly, Grand Master.

1765. James Stewart, Esq., Provost of Edinburgh,
Grand Master. . : . .

1767. The R. H. E. of Dalhousie, Gtand Master.

1769. His Excellency Jas. Adolphus Oughton, Major

Gerieral of the forces in Scotland, Grand Master.

The spirit, dignify, and decorum with which the craft
is conducted in our sister kingdom, Scotland, are truly
great; and the practice of holding lodges in buildings
erected intirely for that purpose; or, in spacious rooms
in private houses, set apart for that use solely (which
universally prevails through the whole country) is highly
commendable. Must it not therefore give singular plea-
sure to every good Mason in this kingdem, to find that
our noble and worthy Grand Master, {(whose zeal for the
dignity and prosperity of Masonry never was exceeded
by any ef his predecessors) has proposed a plan for the
laudable purpose of raising a fund to build a hall, and
Eurchase Jewels and furniture for the use of the Granp

ODGE, independent of the fund of charity? The reasons
produced in support of this scheme are mumerous; and,
among others, those contained in the following letter are
worthy regard ; and, notwithstanding this letter came to

hand previous to the Grand Master’s progosal, still it may
" not be h;?roper to insert it here, as it breathes the true

spirit of Masonry, and contains very reasonable arguments
in suiport of  this scheme, and also, as I am persuaded
that this treatise will be read by many Masous, who, on
account of their not frequenting lodges, might otherwise
remain unacquainted with so noble a design, and thereby
lose the opportunity of gratifying themselves by con
tributing towards it.
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To Mr. WELLINS CALCOTT.

. Windsor, Qclober 1st, 1768,
Str and BrorHER,

Understand we shall soon be favoured with your
masonic treatise, and shall esteem myself obliged if
you will afford me that opportunity. to recall the atten-
tion of our worthy Brethren to an object which well
deserves their serious consideration : I mean the erection
of a commodious building, for the particular, as well as
general assemblies of the society.. .

A proposal for this purpose was made in the reign of
Grand Master- Ferners; but to whatever cause it then
owed its miscarriage, I beg leave to promote so laudable
an intention by making the necessity and utility of it mere
fenerally known, through the means of your publication.

therefore take my pen, as an auxiliary to Mr. Edmonds,
who first published such a design ; and though I am not
acquainted with,that gentleman, I honour him for his
zeal, and approve most of his sentiments on this subject.

Is it not greatly to be lamented, that a society so
pumerous, and so highly honoured in its members (being
in a great degree eomposed of persons of rank and for-
tune) should, as oft as they have occasien for general
meetings, be obliged.to resort to taverns, or to hire halls
of inferior communities, and those at the best, very ill
adapted for such meetings; as all places must generally
be, that are not particularly constructed for our purpose.

Give me leave to say, it reflects great dishonour en
this country, justly stiled, ““The grand local standard of
Masonry.” s Epglishmen ! we should blush to he told,
that in every other nation in Europe, they hold their
lodges in buildings erected and adorned for their particu-
lar use, and that ouly. I can appeal to your own experi-
ence of the lodges in our sister-kingdom, Scotland, for
one instance ; of whose precgedings I have oft heard you
make honourable mention, partieularly taking notice that
they assembled in buildings which were their own pro-
perty, set apart for that purpose alone, whereby they not
only were secured from every danger of molestation, or
the insults and disrespectful treatment of publicans, bu
accumulated considerable funds. N

Besides, bur meeting at the houses of publicans, gives
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us the air of a Baéchanalian soeiety, instead of that a
pearance of gravity and wisdom, which our order justly
requires. . . .

How ;;roperly might it be remarked on such conduct,
that as almost all the companies that resort withso much
formality to the city-halls, have in view chiefly feasting
and jollity. So Masons assemble-with an air of festivity
at taverns, to perform the serious duties of their profes-
sion, under the regulations of morality and philosophy.
Sueh a conduct in the eyes of every thinking man must
appear, even on the first view, to be ridiculousand absurd,
and I doubt not will be thought more so by every one,
who shall have the perusal of your intended treatise.

Some may imagine that the expense of the proposed
building (if such as it really ought to be) will preve toe
great for the ability of the society. But I fancy many-
plans might be laid down that would render it no diffi-
- cult undertaking to raise a sum sufficient for the purpose.
One, I will beg'leave to offer for the present, and shall
be very happy in finding & better proposed and adopted.

There are at present, under the constitution of England
near 400 lodges, some of -whi¢h consist of 60,70, 80, and
even 100 members ; notincluding those Masons, who from
a variety of causes do not belong,-as subscribers, to any
particular lodge ; nevertheless retain their relation to, and
respect for the society, and who of themselves, compose
a very considerable number.

Perhaps it may be objected, there are manylodges that
are not so numerous as what I have above set down;
we will grant that, and take them on an average at 20
members, each, which will give us the amount of 8000
Masons who attend lodges. Now I would pro a
volunrary subscription, and to promote so laudable a ggsiegn,
it would be absurd to suppose any one would offer, as a
Jree gift, less than five shillings, (many more) which will
produce 2000.. No inconsiderable sum! Yet a trifle,
compared to what might modestly be expected from that
numerous catalogue of Princes, Nobles, and other
wealthy persons, who are of the society in most parts
of the globe, and connected with the English constitu-
tion, who would readily and liberally contribute, as soon
as :h proper plan was established, and application made
to them. ' :
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* Nor let it be wrongly thought, beneath the dignity of
our society, or especially the grand establishment of. it
in this kingdom, to solicit such an aid from the fraternit
under the English constitution in-other countries; all
Masonsregularly made under the constitution of the Grand
Master of England; owe allegiance to the establishment
bere, and never fail of its protection and assistance. If
therefore a scheme was settled on the apove, or some
other proper plan, there be can ho doubt of effectually
accomplishing this desirable end. .

The necessity of such a building is universally ac-
knowledged through the sqciety ; and a desire .of seeing
one erected, as generally prevails: Some time ago,
indeed, a subscription was opened for the purpose of
purchasing furniture suitable for the grand lodge: But
the striking impropriety of procuring furniture, without
first providing a place tor its reception, put a stop at that
time, to the progress of that-affair; yet, notwithstanding

* the proceeding was then judged premsature, the strongest
assurances were given from every quarter, of their cheer-
ful concurrence, if a proper building was first erected, to
which they would readily contribute.

How wounding must it be to the worthy Mason, act~
ing under the authority of our Grand Master, to consider
the accounts we daily receive from travelling Brethren
of the magnificence of the grand lodges abroad, whilst
that in England, which in many respects is intituled. to
a preferenee in dignity of all others, is destitute of a
building, their own, of any sort. But, not to rest it on
these general accounts, permit me here to send you a
particular description of the Banquetting Room belonging
to the lodge of St. Joun at Marseilles ; and from the mag-
nificence and splendour of that room, to which they only
retire for refreshment, may 'be formed some idea of the
superior excellence of the lodge room.

am convinced, Sir, the intention with which I give
you this trouble; being an humble attempt to promote
the honour and advantage of the society, will be a suffi-
cient apology, with you, for desiring you will lay the
foregoing sentiments before your numerous subscribers,
who I earnestly hope will think seriously on the business
alluded to, .by a noble exertion of their generosity,
snatch the glorious oppoartunity, whilst we have. the
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Princes of the earth for our nursing fathers, and a Neble-
man of distinguished virtue, our zealous Mos> worsaIp-
FUL Granp Masrer, that it may be recorded to the
homour of our country and ourselves; by the volun
subscription of the FREE ano ACCEPTED MASONS,
inh our day, this much wanted structure was erected, for
the acquisition of knowledge of the arts and sciences,
and the cultivation of moral and social virtue.

I am, Sir, your affectionate Brother,

James GiLroway, P. M.

A DESCRIPTION of the Banquetting Hall of the
g.od%; at Marseilles, intituled, the Lodge of Sr.
OHN.

At the bottom of the hall, under a gilded canopy, the
valences whereof are blue, fringed with gold, is a paint-
ing, which represents the genius of Masonry mpporﬁh;lf
the portrait of the King .of France upon a pedestal,
under which there is this inscription, . .

Dilectissimo rege Monumentum
Latomi. Massilienses.

A genius seated below the Eedetal, presents with one
hand this insoription, and with the other the arms of the
lodge, with their motto, * Deo 7egi et Patrie fidelitas.

Abave this is a genius which crowns the King.
To the right of this painting is placed another, repre-

senting the wisdom of Soromon, with this inscription
above it, Prudentia.

To the left is another, representing the courage of
St. Joun the Bgptist, in remonstrating with HEron npon
his debaucheries. The inscription above it is,

‘ Fortitudo.

The right side of the hall is ornamented with paintings:
of equal grandeur. ‘ .

The first represents Joseva acknowledging hisbrethren,
and pardoning them for the ill usage he had received from
them, with this inscription, . ‘enia.

The seeond represents Jor upon the dunghill, his house
destroyed, his fields laid waste by storm, his wife insult




97

ing him, and himself . calm, lifting his hands towards
heaven, with this inscription, Patientia.
The third represents.St. PAurL and St. BARNABAS, Te-

fusing dmns honours at Lystrs, with thls inscription,
umtlitas.
The fourth JONATHAN, when he warned Davio to keep
from the city, in order to avoid the danger which threat-
ened his days, with this inscription, Amicitia.
The fifthy Soromon surveying the works of the temple,

and giving his orders for the execution of the plan, which
his father Davip had lefs him of i, with this inscri tmn,

tetas.
The sixth, the charity of” the Sum'rm, with this
inscription, Charitas.

The seventh, St. PeTer and the other apostles paym
tribute to C2sar, by means of the piece OFO money foun
miraculously in the belly of a ﬁsh mth this inscription,
Fidejitas.
The left side of the hall contams three paintings.
The first, Tosias cursing his father, with these words
for the inscription, - Filiale Debitum.
The second, the father of the prodigal son, when he
embraces him, and psrdons bis offences, with this in-

scription, Paternus Amor.
The third represents the sacnﬁce of ABraHAM, With
this inscription, Obedrentia.

On each side of the door are two paintings of equal
grandeur.

One represents the apostles giving alms in common,
the inscription, Eleemosyna.
The other represents Lor, receiving the angels into his
house, believing them {0 be strangers; the inscription is,
Hospualitas.

Th& four corners of the -hall are dewrated with four

all;go rical pictures:

one are represenied two geniuses holding a large
medal, in which are painted three pillars of 8 go d cologr,
with this motto,

Hic posuere Locum, Virtus, Sapientia, forma.
In another, two gemiuses equally supporting a large
medal, on which are represented three heaits set on fire
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the.same flame, united by the bond of the erder, with
this motto, : : ’
Pectora jungit, Amer, Pictas que ligant Amantes.
The two others are in the same taste, but supported
by one.genius enly, being a smaller size. The Medals
represent, . , )
‘ la‘he first, three branches, one of olive, another of
laurel, and another of myrtle, with this motto,
Hic pacem mutuo damus gecipimusque vicissim.
The other, a level in, & hand ‘coming from heaven,
laced perpendicularly upon a heap of stenes of unequal
orms and sizes, with this motto,
' Eqba lege sortitur insignes et imos.
All these paintings are upon a line; those which are
placed opposite the windows are intirely in front. -Over
the inner door of entrance is this inscription, in a paint-
ing which is displayed by a child,. =
: S. T. 0. T. A.

Varia hac Virtutum Ezempla Fraterne Liberalitatis Monw-
menta D. V. & C..Latomi Massilienses, Fratribus que
assequenda prebent, anno Lucis, : :

: . 8766.
The lettersS. T. O. T. A. signify,
Supremo Totius Orbis Terrarum Architecto.

Each ga:inting bears below it, the arms and blazon of
the Brethren, who caused them to be painted. .

Every space, from one coluinn to another, forms an
intercolumnpiation. Upon the middle of each pilaster,
being twenty-four in number, are raised corbals, in form

of antique Guaines upon which are placed the busts of

great and virtnous men of antiquity.
The curtains to the gilded canopy are in the Italian
taste, and are four in number. ° :
Three great. branches of chrystal light this hall at
proper times, and serve as an additional ornament.
his hall will contain sixty Brethren, without inaking
use of the inside of the horse-shoe table.
_There are, moreover, two grand desert buffets, which
take up a great space in the length. '
From the foregoing letter and description, I shall take
occasion to congider the temples of the antients, their
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situation, form, &o., the perusal of which, I flatter my-
self, will afford both entertainment and instruction to
intelligent Mason. ’ T

The first rations of men had neither temples nor
statues for their gods, but worshippéed towards heaven in
-the open air. . - .

The Persians, even in ages when temples were comimon
in all other eeuntries, not thinking the gods to be of
human shape, as did the Greeks, had no temples; they
thoughtit td.to confine the gods within walls, « whose
house and temple was the whole world,” to use the
words of Creero. R -

The Greeks, and most other nations, worshipped their
gods on the topy of high mountains. SrtraBo Observes,
that the Persians had neither images nor altars, but only
sacrificed to the gods on some high place.

The nations which lived near Judea saerificed also on
the of the mountains. - Barax, King of Moab, car-
ried BarLaam to the top of Bahal, and other mountains,
to sacrifice to the gods, and curse Israel from thence.
The same custom is attested in. almost innumerable
places of thesacred Scripture ; I shall only add the follow-
g testimonies, whence the antiquity of this custom will
appear. ABranam- was- commanded by God to offer
Isaac, his son, for a burnt-offering upon *one of the
mountaing in the land of Moriah; on which mountain
Davip afterwards erected an altar, and by sacrifice and
prayer appeased the pestilence. .

And on the same mountain (mount Moriah) Soromon,
by GOD’s appointment, erected a temple aceording to

- the model of the tabernacle, which Mosgs, by divine in-
structiony built in the wilderness. " In succeeding ages
the temples were often built on the summits of mountains.
Thus it is observed of the Trojan temples, in which
Hecror .is supposed to have sacrificed. And both at
Athens and Rome the most sacred temples stood in the
most eminent parts of the city. :

* There were in the same tract of d three hills, Sion, Moriah,
and mount Calvary. On Sion was the city and castle of Davip; on -
Moriah was the temple; and, on mount Calvary CHRIST was cruci-
fied. But all these three were generally called by the name of Sion ¢
whence it is, that though the temple was built on Moriah, scripture
speaks of it commonly as if it were upon mount Sion.

. 7



The temples of the antients were built and adormed
with all possible splendour and magnificence ; no pains,
no charges were spared upon them ; this they did, partly
out of the ’%reat respect they had fer the geds, to whom
they thought nothing more able, and partly that
they might create a reverence of the deities, in those who
came to pay their devotions there. (Vide D. Potter’s
- Antg. of ~£reece, vol. . and his comment-upon Lycopkron,

ad. vers. 42.) ,

As to the form of these amtient structures, they were
built after that manner which was thought most agree-
able to the gods to whom they were designed to be dedi-
cated : for as trees, birds, angd other animals were esteemed
sacred to particular deities, so almost every god had a
form of building peculiar- to himself, and which they
imagined more acceptable to him than any other. For
instance, the Dorick pillarg were sacred to Jupiter, Mars,
and Hereules: The Ionick to Bacchus, Apollo, and
Diana: The Corinthian to Vesta the virgin. It must
be admitted that sometimes all these were made use of
in the same temple; but this was either in those temples
which were sacred to more gods than one, or to geme of
those gods who were thought to preside over several -
things; for the antients belieying that the world was
governed by divine providence, ascribed the management
of every particular affair te this or that deity: Thus
Mars was thought to preside over war; Venus over Love;
so Mercury was the god of merehants, orators, and
thieves; Minerva was the goddess of warriors, scholars,
artificers, &c. Therefore, it is no.wonder that in some of
the temples dedicated to her, there were three rows of
pillars ; the first of the Dorick, the second of the Corin-
thian, the third of the Ionick order. .

With respect to the situation of their temples, ViTru-
vius informs us, Wherever they stood, if the place would
permit, it was contrived, that the windows being open,

" they might receive the rays of the rising sun (lib. m
i{. The frontispiece placed towards the wesz, and the
tars and statues towards the east; so that they who
came to worship might have their faces towards them,
because it was an antient custom of the heathens to
worship with their faces towards the east. Thisis affirm-
ed by CreMmENs of Alexandria (Strom. VIIIL.) and Hy-
GINUS, the freed-man of Avaustus Cxsar, ( De agrorum
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dimit, Cons. ib. 1.) to have been the most antient smitaa-
tion of temples ; and that the placing the front of temples
towards the east was onl(ins device of latter ages. Never-
theless, the way of building temples towards the east, 80
as the doors being o should receive the rays of
the risihg sun, was very antient (Dzon ‘Tamrax.), and ‘in
latter ages almost universal ; most of the. temples were
then 8o contrived, that the entrance and statues should
look towards the east, and they who paid their devotion
towards the west, as we are expressly told by Porrryry,
(sbro de Antro Nympharum.) In the same manner the
eastern nations commently built their téemples, as appears
from the temples of the Syrian goddess in Luciax. The
temple of Memphis, built by Psammenicus, King of
Egypt, in Dioborus the Sycilian. That of Vulcan,
f.fcted) by another Egyptian King. (Heroborus, lib.
&e. .

Hence it appears, that the reason why the heathens
erected their temples east and west, was to receive the
rays-of the rising sun, which planet many of these nations
were accustomed to worship.

And we find the tabernacle, erected in the wilderness,
and the temple of Jerusalem, as also most places of divine
adoration in' the present age, to be situated in-the same
manner, but not for the same reason: for we read that
the Jews were forbid to worship with their faces towards
the egst : accordingly, the temple had no avenué to it but
from the east. So that in their approach to the temple,
and during the time of their adoration therein, they had
their faces towards the west, and their backs to the rising
sun ; which was done, according to the opinion of the best
commentators, to prevent the people from worshipping
the sun and host of Heaven, a species of idolatry they
were very prone to. And as they were by this means to
be prevented from falling into that mode of idolatry in
their worship, consequently the reason for situating the
tabernacle, and (after that example) the temple could not
be the same which jnfluenced the heathens in the situa
tion of their temples. Therefore, we may reasonably
account for their situation, by supposing that when the
tabernacle was erected, Mosgs, pursufi:f the practice of
the Egyptians, who alw:ﬁs inculcated their religious
documents by means of allegory and symbol, foreseeing



the difSoulties which he would have to enceunter be-
fore he should- arrive in' the promised. lsnd, and. bhavin
already experienced the instability of the Israelites, csmeﬁ
the tabernacle to be erected -east and. west, to excite in
them a firm relisnce on the ommipotence of that GOD,
who had then lately. wrought so great a.miracle in their
favour, by causing a wind to blaw first aast, and then soex,
whereby they ssfely escaped fram the Egyptians upen dry
land, even throush the midst of a sea, which nevertheless
overwhelmed and totally destreyed their pursuers, .And
as they. were-liable to meet th.g many distresses in their
sojournment in the wilderness, so, as oft as they should
behold the situation of the tabernacle, their faith might
be strengthened, and by a firm reliance en ALMIGHTY
GOD, they might be enabled to proceed with Yesolution
and chearfulness. And as the tabexnacle was at that time
to be a constant exhortation to them, from that great in-
stance of Omnipotence, to confide in GOD under all their
embarrassments, 8o, the temple, afterwards built by Soro-
MON, in the same form and sitnation, was o be a lasting
monument to their posterity, of the mighty works the
LORD had pexfo in conducting their fore-fathers out
of their captivity into the promised land. And this alse
may be deemed a very sufficient reason, why places for
.Christian worship, after the pattern of the said tabernacle
and temple, have ever been, and still are, generally erected
in the same manner; for as human oreatures we, ag well
as our fore-fathers, stand in need to be continually re-
minded of our weakness, and a necessary constant depend-
ence, on an omnipotent and all-gracious BEING. -
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A CHARGE, delivered to the Members of the LodPe
of F'ree and AccepTep Masoxs, held at the Castle-
inn, MarLBOROUGH, at 8 Meeting for the Distribution
of CrARITY to twenty-four poor People, at which most
of the Ladies in MarLBOROUGH Wwere present, Sept.
11, A. L. 65769.

By THOMAS DUNCKERLY, Esq.,
-Right Worshipful Provincial Grand Master over the
odge in Hampshire, and Right Worshipfal Master
of that Lodge. ) o

Blessed is he that considereth ths Poor.—Pgasx xli., v. 1.-

BRETHREN, -
- =2 Y';.} T is with the g;eatest satisfaction I meet
: 3
Al

¥ ff youherein the cause of charity. Charity
(R %] 1s the basis of our order; it is for this
A ‘j gurposg we have a Grand Lodge at Lon-
M don, another at Edinburgh, and a third
PNl at Dublin. lLodges are .now held on
every part of this globe, and charities

v
s

PRE]

‘rAﬁéf’: A

are collected and sent to the respective grand lodge of

each kingdom or state: There the different Brethren

‘apply and find relief; ner is any exception made to

3’ erence of country or religion. = ,
For, as in the sight of God we are all ecénally His chil-

n

dren, having the same common parent a reserver, so
we, in like manner, look on every Free-Mason as our
Brother ; nor regard where he was horn or educated,
provided he is a good man, an honest man, which is
¢ the noblest work of God.”

A laudable custom prevailed among our antient Breth-
ren; after they had sent their donations to the general
charities, they considered the distress of those in par-
ticular that resided in their respective neighbourhoods,

, and assisted them with such asum as coulﬁ be conveni-
ently spared from the lodge. In humble imitation
of this masonic principle, I recommended the present
charity to your consideration ; to which you ly and
unanimously consented. The sum is, indeed, but small,
yeot, when 1t is considered that this lodge is in its infant
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state, having been constituted little more three months;
I hope, as the widow’s mite was acceptable, this act of
ours will be considered, not with re{sipect to the sum, but
the grinciples by which we were influenced.

I have told you in the lodge; and I repeat it now, that
Brotherly-love, Relief and Truth, are the grand prin-
ciples ofy Masonry,.and as the principal part of the com-
pany are unacquainted with the original intentiop of this
soclety, it may be proper for their information, and your
instruction, that I explain those principles, by which it
is our duty in particular to be actuated.

By Brotherly-love, we are to understand that gene-
rous principle' of the soul, whieh respects the human
sgecies as one family, created by an All-wise Being, and
placed on this globe for the mutual assistance of each
other. It is this attractive principle, or power, that
draws men together and unites them in bodies politic,
families, societies, and the various orders and denomina-
tions among men. But as mest of these are partial, con-
tracted, or confined to a particular country, religion, or
opinion; our order; on the contrary, is calculated to unite
mankind as one family: High and low, rich and poor,
one with another; to adore the same  God, and ob-
serve’ his law.. All worthy members of this society are
free to visit every lodge in the world; and though he
knows not the language of the country, yet by a silent
universal language of our own, he will gain admittance,
and find that true friendship, whiech flows from the
Brotherly-love I am now describing. ’ '

At that peaceable and harmonious meeting he will
hear no disputes concerning religion or politics; no
swearing ; no obscene, immoral, or ludicrous discourse;
g’: other contention but who can work best, who can agree

To subdue our passions, and improve in useful scientifie
knowledge; to instruct the younger Brethren, and initi-
ate the unenli%htened, are principal duties in the lodge ;
which, when dohe, and the w'org of God is closed, we
indulge with the song and cheerful glass, still observing
the same decency and regularity, with stri¢t attention
to the golden mean, believing, with the poet, that

_God 13 paid whew man receives .
T entoy is to obey.
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' Let me-travel from east to west, or between north and
south, when X meet a true Brother I shall find a friend,
who will do all in his fpower to serve me, without hav-
ing the’ least view of self-interest. And if.I am poor,
and in distress, he will relieve me to the utmost of bis
power, interest, and capacity. This is the second grand
fri{xeiple. For relief will follow where there is Brother-
y-love. . ) C

I have already mentioned our general charities as they
are at present conducted ; it remains now that I eonsider
partioular donatioms given from private lodges, either
to those that are not Masons, or to a Brother in distrehs.
And first, with respect to a-charity like this before us;
perhaps it is better to be distributed in small sums, that
mere may receive the benefit, than to give it in larger
sums, which would confine it to few. - - '

With regard to a Brother in distress, who should hap-
};en to apply to this lodge, or #ny particular member
or relief, it is necessary. that I inform you in what man-
ner you are to receive him. And here I cannot help
regretting, that such is' the depravity of the human
heart, there is no religion or society free from bad pro-
fessors, or unworthy members, for, as if is imppssible
for us to read the heart of man, the best regulated socie-
ties -may be imposed on, by the insinuations of the art-
ful, and hypocrisy of the abandoned. It should, there-
fore, by no'means lessen the- dignity and excellency of
the royal craft, because it i our misfortune to have bad
men among us, any more than the surity and holiness of
the Christian religion should be doubted because toe
many of the wicked and profligate approach the holy
altar. < T
Since, therefore, these things are 8o, be carefal: when-
ever a Brother applies for relief, to examine strictly
whether he is worthy of acceptance; enquire the cause
of his misfortunes, and if you are satisfied they are not
the result of vice or extravagance, relieve him with such
a sum as the lodge shill think proper, and assist him
with your interest and recommensat’mn, that he may be
employed acoording to his capagity, and not eat the
bread of idlemess. This will be aéting- consistent with
Truth, which is the third grand principle of Masonry.

. Truth is a divine attribute, and the foundatien of all
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masonio virtues. To begood men and true, is part of the
first great lesson we are taught ; and at the eommence-
ment of our freedom, we are exhorted to be fervent and
zealous in the practice of ruth and goodness. It is mot
sufficient that we walk in_ the light, unless we de the
truth. All hypocrisy and deceit must be banished from
us:—Sincerity and plain dealin oomglete the harmon
of the Brethren, within and without the lodge ; and will
render us acceptable in the sight of that great Being,
unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid. There is a charm in
truth that draws and attracts the mind continually
towards it ; the more we discover, the more we desire,
and the great reward is wisdom, virtue, and happiness.
This is an edifice founded upon a rock, which malice
cannot shake, or time destroy. What a secret satisfac-
tion do we enjoy, when in searching for truth, we find
the first principles of useful science, still preserved
among us, as we received them by oral tradition from
the earliest ages; and we also find this truth corrobo-
rated by the .testimonies of the best and greatest men
the world has produced. But this is not all; the sacred
writings confirm what I assert; the sublime part of our
antient mystery being there to be found; nor can any
Christian Brother be a good Mason that does not make
the word of God his first and principal study.

I gincerely con%ratulte youon the aggy establishment
of this lodge, and the prospeet you have of its utility
and permanency, by the choice you have made of mem-

* bers capable to conduct it. Let wisdom direct you to

contrive for the best.—Strengthen the cause of Masonry,
by mutual friendship, which is the companion and sup-
port of fraternal love, and which will never suffer any
misunderstanding to inflame a Brother, or cause him to
bebave unbecoming a member of our peaceable and har-
monious society. Let us, then, resolve to beautify and
adorn our order, by discharging the duties of our resEeo-
tive stations, as good subjects, good parents, good hus-
bands, good masters, and dutiful children; ?or by so
doing, we shall put to silence the reproaches of foolish
men. As you know these things, Brethren, happy are
g: if you do them; and thrice happy shall I esteem it to

looked on as the founder of a society in Marlborough
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%t.luotshe grand principles are, Brotherly-love, Relief, and

Let us consider these poor persons as our brothers and
sisters, and be thankful to Almighty God, that he has
been pleased to make us' his instruments of affording
them this small relief; most humbly supplicating the
GrAND ArcHITECT oF THE UNIVERSE, from whom all
holy desires, all good councels, and all just works do pro-
ceed, to bless our undertaking, and grant that we may
eontinue to add some litile comfort to the poor of this
town. S ‘

Next to the Deity, whom can I so properly address
myself to, as the most beautiful part of the creation?

You have heard, Ladies, our grand principles ex-
plained, with the instructions given to the Brethren,
and I doubt not but at other times you have heard many
disrespectful things said of this society. Envy, malice,
and all uncharitableness will never be at a loss to decry,
find fault, and raise objections to what they do not know.
How great, then, are the obligations you .lay on this
lodge! With what superior esteem, r t, and regard,
are we to loook on every Lady present that has done us
the honor of her company this evening. To have the -
sanction of the fair is our highest ambition, as our great-
est care will be to preserve it. The virtues of humanity
are peculiar to your sex; and we flatter ourselves, the
the most splendid ball could not afford you greater plea-
sure than to see the human heart made happy, the
poor and distrest obtain present relief.




A CHARGE, delivered jn St. George's Lodge at Taun-
ToON, in the County of Somrrser, on the Feast of St.
Joun the Baptist, 4. L. 6765, 4. D. 1766.

By the Right Worshipful Brother JOHN WHITMASH,
on his resigning the Chair. .
Wortay BRETHREN;

B ROVIDENCE having placed me in such
'} asphere in life as to afford me but little
fl time: for speculation, I cannot pretend
il to have made mankind my particular
1} study ; yet, this I have observed, that

curiosity is one of the most prevailing

2 passions in the human breast. The

mind of man is kept in a perpetual thirst after know-
ledge, nor can he bear to be ignorant of what he thinks
others know. Any thing secret or new immediately
excites an uneasy sensation, and becomes the proper fuel
of curiosity, which will be found stronger or weaker in
B:oportion to the time and opportunities that individuals
ve for indulging it. It is observable further, that

" when this passion 18 excited, and not.instantly gratified,
instead of waiting for better intelligence, and using the
proper means of removing the -darkness that invelopes
the object of it, we precipitately form ideas whieh are
genemfly in the extremes. If the object promotes plea-
sure or advantage, we then load it with commendations ;
if it appears in the posite view, or if we are ignorant
of it, we then absurdly, as well as disingenuously, con-
demn, and pretend, at least, to despise it. This, my
Brethren, has been the fate of the most valuable institu-
tion in the world, Christianity excepted, I mean Free-
masonry. Those who are acquainted with the nature
and design of it, cannot, if they have good hearts, but
admire and espouse it ; and if those who are in the dark,
or whose minds are disposed to evil, should slight or
speak disrespectfully of it, it certainly is no disgrace.
en order shall produce confusion, when harmony
shall give rise to discord, and proportion shall be the
source of irregulerity, then, and not till then, will Free-

mpsonrybeunwor&y&omdtho great, the




T love as Brethren, {0 be ready to. communicate, to
speak truth one to another, are the. dictates of reason
and revelation; and you know that they are likewise
the foundation, the constituent parts of Freemasonry.

None, therefore, who believe the divine original of the
ssered volume, and are influenced by a.spirit of humanity,
friendship, and benevolence, can with the least propriety
object to our antient and venerable Institution.

or my own ever since I have had the honour te
be enrolled in the list of Masoas, as I knew it was my
duty, so I have made it my business, to become ae-
quainted with the principles on which our glorious
superstructure is founded. And like the miner, the far-
ther I bave advanced the richer has been my discovery ;
and the treasure comstantly opening to my view, has
proved a full and satisfactory reward of all my labours.

Conscious that the same pleasure would attend athers,
in the same pursuits, I sincerely wished for the establish~
ment of a Lodge in this town; but as wishes without
endeavours, are not the means of accomplishment, I be-
came, therefore, actively cencerned-for the completion
of 80 valuable a design. Apd you, and only you, who

are Masons in heart,.can form.the least idea of the joy I°

felt, whén upon enquiry, I found that this neighbourhood
was not destitute of faithful Brethren; Brethren! fired
with an equal ardour Yor the prosperity of Masonry, apd
who with equal alacrity and pleasure, embarked in the
noble design, and, like true Craftsmen, laboured in this
long wished-for fabrick : The strength of whose basis, the
beauty of whose symmetry, the order of whose

bave rendered it the admiration of some, the model of
others, and the delight of ourselves. A .

You will, therefore, give me leave most sincerely to
congratulate the Lod(ge, on the success that has attended
our united labours for the homour of the Craft in this
town, as likewise on the return of this festival, the gene~
ral day of instalment of new officers. May we all live
to celebrate repeatedly this anniversary with increasin
felicity and honour; -and may the true masonic spirit o
generosity, kindness, and Brotherly-love, be ¢ur lasting

t

eement. .
By the rules of this Lodge, I am now. to rgzgn the
ocheir But I cannot do this with entire setisfaction,



until I have testified the grateful sense I feel of the
honour I received in being advanced to it.

Your generous and unanimous choice of me for your
first Master, demands my thankful acknowledgements,
though at the same time I sincerely wish, that my abili-
ties had been more adequate to the charge, which your
kind partiality elected me to. But this has always been,
and still is my greatest consolatien, that however defi-
cient I may have been in the discharge of my duty, no
ome can boast a heart more devoted to the good of the
Institution in general, and the reputation of this Lodge
in ¥articular. ‘ . '

hough I am spprehensive I have already trespassed
on your patience, yet i I might be indulged, I would
humbly lay before you a few reflections, adapted to the
business of the da{,' which being the effusions of a heart
zrulyvmasonic, will; it is hoped, be received with candour
ou.

7 very assaciation of men, a8 well as: this of Freema-
sons, must, for the sake of order and' harmony, be regu-
lated by certain laws, and for'that purpose proper officers

. must be appointed, and empowered to carry those laws
into execution, to preserve a degree of uniformity, at
least to restrain any irregularity that might render. such
associations inconsistent. For we may as rea.sonal:{
suppose an army may be duly disciplined, well provided,
and properly conducted, without generals or other offi-
cers, a8 that a society can be supported without gover-
nors, and their subalterns, or (which is the same) without
some form of government to answer the end of the Insti-
tution. And as such an arrangement must be revered, it
becomes a necessary pre-requisite that a temper should
be discovered in the several members adapted to the re-
spective stations they are to fill. -

This thought will suggest to you, that those who are

ualified to preside as officers in a Lodge will not be
elated with that honour, but, losing sight of it, will have
only in view, the service their office denfands. Their
reproofs will be dictated by friendship, softened by can-
dour, and enforced with mildness  and affection; m the
whole of their deportment they will preserve a degree of
dignity tempered with affability and ease. This conduct,
while it endears them to others, will not fail to raise
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their own reputation, and as envy should net be so much
as once named among Freemasons, it will effectually
prevent the growth of it, should it unfortupately ever
appear. :
uch is the nature of our Constitution, that as some
must of necessiti, rule and teach, so others must of course
learn to obey; humility, therefore, in both becomes an
essential duty, for pride and ambition, like a worm at the
root of the tree, will prey on, the vitals of our peace,
harmony, and Brotherly-love. ‘ :
Had not this excellent temper prevailed, when the
foundation of Soromon’s temple was first laid, it is easy
to see, that glorious edifice would never have rose to a
height of splendour, which astonished the world.
ad all employed in this work been Masters, or super-
intendants, who must bave prepared the timber in the
forest, or hewn the stone in the' quarry? Yet, though
they were numbered and classed under different denomi-
nations, as princes, rulers, provosts, comforters of the
people, .stone-quarers, scu;gtors, &ec., such was their
unanimit{, that they seemed actuated by one spirit, in-
fluenced by one principle. : .
Merit alone then intituled to preferment; an indignt;a
T8N

. - ble instance of which we have in the Deputy

Master of that great undertaking, who without' either
wealth or power, without any other distinction, than
that of being the widow’s son, was appointed by the .
Grand Master and approved by the people for this single
reason, because he was a skilful artificer.

Let these considerations, my worthy Brethren, animate
us in the pursuits of so noble a sdience, that we may all
be qualified to fill, in rotation, the most distinguished

laces in the Lodge, and keep the honours of the Craft
?which are the just rewards of our labour,) in a regular
circulation.

And as none are less qualified to govern, than those,
who have not learnt to obey, permit me in the  warmest
manner to recommend to you all a constant attendance
in this place, a due obedience to the laws of our Institu-
tion, and & respectful submission to the directions of
your officers, that you may prove to mankind the pro-
priety of your election, and secure the establishment of
this society to latest posterity. )
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Ax ADDRESS tp the Lodge of Perfect Friendship, held

+ at the Shakespear and Grey-Hound Inn and Tavern at
Bath, on 'thesg‘estival of St. Jonn the Evangelist, 4.
L. 5768, A. D. 1968.

By Brother JI. 5. GAUDRY, |

The Right - Worshipful Brother WiLLiam BrowRE,
- ~Master, in the Chair. )

" WorTaY 'BRETHB'.EN',

HIS Lodge is so justly renowned for its
»1 “excellent plan and proceedin.%u, that ex-

hortations to a more punctual discharge

W of your respective-duties, would ap
both unnecessary and vain. Still, permit
"me, without taking offence, to make a
2) few trite observations en the nature of
our Institution, for the benefit of such newly admitted
Brethren, a8 may at this time be present. - .

Would every Brother consider the advantages he ‘de-
Tives, as 4 man, by being a-Free-Mason, he would readily
confess, that the glorious srecepts inculcated in all regu-
far Lodges, are calculated in-the most especial manner
to fashion the mind to goodness. In them it is strongly
recommended to us, to cultivate our several duties to
God, our neighbour, and ourselves. To have faith in God,
hope in salvation, and charity for all mankind; and yet
it must be confessed there are some, who have been ini-
tiated Masons, and who, to their eternal shame, not only
disregard our excellent documents, but to all appearance,
are little inclined to regulate their conduct by them, any
longer than they aré comstrained to do it in & Lodge;
when, alas! the qualifications of a good Mason would
decorate the crown of the greatest monarch. :

As the rules of this fraternity have a direct tenden
to promote moral and social virtue, let us carefully bani
from our breasts every inclination, and avoid every prac-
tice, that might obstruct this noble intention, ever being
disposed to humane and friendly offices, and particularly
to relieve the distresses of indigent Brethren. The ro
Psalmist says, in raptures, The blessing of him that was




to perish came uEn me, and I caused the widow’s
heart to sing for joy. May we, therefore, rejoice in every
opportunity of serving and obliging each other, for in
such ‘ exercise we answer one principal end of our Insti-
tution. s . .

I+ is, and should be; the glory of every member of this
Lodge, that our well regulated conduct has engaged u
the esteem of every Brother who has done us the honour
of a visit. Sufely, then, we ought never to be wanting
in a chearful ormance of these duties which are so
conducive to the establishing that good name, whick we
have endeavoured to merit:© =~ -

For this laudable purpose let mé observe, that a due
attendance at the Lodge becomes absolutely requisite:
for, by frequently assembling together we shall harmonize
in” pentiments, and grow in affection; and thus become
sufficiently guarded against the disagreeable effects natu-
rally resnlting from a roughness of behaviour, a con-
temptuous carriage, a censorious disposition, or a contra-
dictingrtemper, and unity, peace and pleasure, will pre-.
side. These will be the happy effects of a due attendance
on the Lodge, and how far that is the duty as well as
the interest of every member, regularly admitted, his
own heart ean sufficiently tell' him; his engagements on
his initiation were not so insignificant as to be readily
forgot, and when duly oonsidered, will, I hope, appear
too important to be trifled with, for, the Great Architect
of the Universe is qur Supreme Grand Master, and' He
is—a searcher of hearts. :

In the next place permit me, worthy Brethren, to, re-
mind you of that veneration and obedience, which is due
to the particular officers in the Lodge in their respective
stations. You well know that the internal, and net the
external qualifications of a man, are what Masonry re-
gards, when he is admitted a member. Let us, then, be
careful to justify ourselves by a behaviour; to superiors
submissive ; to equals, courteous and affable; to inferiors -
kind and condescending. .

MASONRY is the daughter of Heaven! The pa
troness of the liberal arts and sciences, which polish and
adorn human nature: thankful ought they to be who
have it in their power to embrace her, and happy are
those who do. She teaches the way to content, with

8 : -



forvency and zeal uhfeigned, as sure of being unchange-
able as%f ending in fells;:'ilty. . "8'

Invested.as we are with that antient and noble badge,
which yields preference to no honeur or order in the uni-
verse, let us determine to abhor every act that may lessen
the dignity of eur profession, which to this hour is the
glory of the greatest men on the face of the globe. Let
us conform oyr whole lives to that great light, the Law
of God, and let our actions convince the world, that
Truth, Brotherly-love, and a desire to-afferd Relief to the
distressed, are, dyie grand prineiples wherepn we proceed.
So that this life having passed in the discharge of our
duties, as men and Freemasons, we may at length be re-
ceived into the presence of our SUPREME GRAND
MASTER, a.ng rejoice in hearing bim say, Well done
ye good and faithful servants, enter ye into the joy of
your LORD. _ - . :




A short CHARGE, delivered to Brother WrLrram Wixs-
TON, on his being invested and installed Right Wor-
shipful Master of the Palladian Lodge of Free and
AccerTED Masons, in the City of Hererorp, on the
Keslt)ival of .8t. Joun the Evangelist, A. L. 5767;

. 1767. . ’ ? '

By Br. WELLINS CALCOTT, P. M.
Right Worshipful SIR,

Nl B @] ¢ the unanimous voice of the members
T # of this lodge, you are elected to the
B> W] Mastership thereof for tha ensuing halfe
: E |- year; and X have the happiness of being
Bl deputed to-invest you with this ensign
gl of your office: .Be it ever in your
el thoughts, that the antients particularly
held this symbol to be a just, a striking emblem of the
Divinity. They said, the gods, who are the authors of
every thing established in wisdom, strength, and beauty,
were properly represented by this figure.* May you,
worthy Brother, not only consider it as a mark of honour
in this assembly, but also, let it ever remind you of your
duty both to Gtod and man. And as you grofess the
Sacred Volume to be your spiritual tressel board, may
you make it your particular care to sguare your life and
conversation according to the rules and designs laid down
therein. o . '
You have been of too long standing, and are too good
a member of our community, to require now any infor-
mation in the duty of your office. What you have seen
praiseworthy in others, we doubt not you will imitate;
and what you have seen defective, you will in yourself
amend. '
We have therefore the greatest reason to expect you
will be constant and regular in your attendance on the
lodge, faithful and diligent in the discharge of your duty:

And that you will make the honour of the Supreme

Architect of the universe, and the good of the Craft,
chief objects of your regard.

‘mmhnﬂm.m. XI-Def.2and34.
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We likewise trust you will &:Z a punctual attention
to the laws and regulations of this society, as more par-
ticularly becoming your present station; and that you
will at the same time require a due obedience to them,
from every other member, well knowing that without
this the best of laws become useless. .

For a pattern of imitation, consider the great luminary
of nature, which, rising in the east, ref\zlarly diffuses
light and lustre to sll within its circle. In like manner -
it is your province, with due decorum, to spread and
communicate light and instruction to the brethren'in
the lodge. :

From the knowledge we already have of your zeal and
abilities, we rest assured you will discharge the duties
of this important station in sueh a manner, as will greatly
redound to the honour of yourself, as well as of those
members over whom you are elected to preside.




_An ADDRESS to. the same- LODGE,
By Brother W. CALCOTT,

Immediately after the Investiture and Instalment of the
-rest of the Officers. -

Worray BRETHREN,

acquaintance insensible of the sincere
! regard I ever had, and hope evér to
| retain, for our venerable institution ;
certain I am, if this establishment should
ever be held in little esteem by the mem-
¥2) bers, it must be owing to the want of a
due sense of the excellence of its principles, and the
salutary laws and social duties on which it is founded.
But sometimes mere curiosity, views of self-interest,
or a groundless presumption, that the principal business
of a ledge is mirth and entertainment, hath induced
men of loose principles and discordant tempers to pre-
cure admission into our ecommunity: this, together with
an unpardonable inattention of those who proposed them,

to their lives and conversations have constantly occasioned

eat discredit and uneasiness to the Oraft, such persons

ing no ways qualified for a society founded upon wis-
dom, and cemented by morality and Christian love. .
. Therefore let it be your'peculiar care to pay strict

attention to the merit and character of those, who, from
among the circle of your acquaintance, may be desirous
of becoming members of our society, lest through your
inadvertency, the unworthy part of mankind should find
means to introdnce themselves among you, whereby you
will discourage the reputable and worthy.

Self-love is a reigning principle in all men; and there
is not a more effectual method. of Ingratiating ourselves
- with each other, than by mutual complaisance and respect ;
gy agreement with each other in judgment and smtice.

his makes society pleasing, and friendship durable;
which can never be the casedwhen mex;;:l rinciples g‘}d
dispositions are opposite, and not adap or unity. [}
must be moved ;the same pessions, governed by tha

RG] Flatter myself there is no Masen of my
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same inclinations, and moulded by the same morals, before
we can please or be pleaded in society. No commumity
or glace can make a man hapgy, who is not furnished
with a temper of mind to relish felicity. ‘The wise and
royal Grand Master, SoLomon, tells us, and experience
confirms it, that, ¢ the light is sweet, and a pleasant thing
it is to behold the sun.” Yet for this pleasure we are
wholly indebted to that astonishing Yiece of heavenly
workmanship, the eye, and the several organs of sight.
Let the eye be distempered, and-all objects, which though
they remain the same in thémselves, to us lose theit
beauty and lustre, let the eye be totally destroyed, then
the. sense which depends upon jt is lost also, and the
whole body is full of darkness. - So it is with that Masen
who has not a-frame and temper of mind adapted to our
institution, without which the blended allurements of
leasure and instructien, to be found in a lodge, must
ecome tasteless, and of none effect. Likewise let .his
conduct and eircumstances in life be such, a8 may not
have the least tendeney to diminish the credit of the
society: And be ye ever disposed to honour geod men
for their virtues, and wise men for their knowledge:
Good men for propagating virtue and religion all over
the world, anc}J wise men for encouraging arts and
sciences, and diffusing them from east to west, and
between north and south, rejecting all who are not of
d repute, sound morals, and competent understand-
ings. Hence you will derive honour and haptpiness to
yourselves, and drink deeply of those streams of felicity,
which the unenlightenef never can be indulged with a
taste of.

For by these -means excess and irregularity must be
strangers within your walls. On sobriety your pleasure
depends, on regularity your reputation, and.not your
reputation only, but the-reputation.ef the whole body.

- These general cautions, if* duly attended to, will con-
tinually evince your wisdom by their,eﬁ'egts; for I can
- with confidence aver, from experience, that nothing more
contributes to the dissolutions of a lodge, than too great
a number of members*® indiscriminately made; want of

" ¢ It would be as absurd to imagine, that happiness is fommd in a
numerous lodge, where the members are indiscriminately admitted, as
to think thet trus greatness eansists in sise and dimensions; for as
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;egulation in their expences, and Keeping unseasonable
ours. ' '

To guard against this fatal comsequence we shall do
well to cultivate the following virtues, wiz., prudence,
temperanee, and frugality. Virtues whieh are the best
and properest supports of every community. -

Prudence is the queen and guide of all other viitues,
the ornament of our actions, the square and rule of our
affairs. It is the knowledge and choice of those thin
we must either 3pﬁurove or reject; and implies to consult
and deliberate well, to judge and resolve well, to conducs
and execute well. :

Temperance consists in the government of our ap
tites and affections, so as to use the good things of this
life as not to abuse them, either by a sordid and ungrateful

rsimony on the ene hand, or & ;;ofuse and prodigal
indulgence to excess, on the other. This virtue has many

owerful arguments in its favour; for, as'we value our
Kea}th, weaslth, reputation, family, and friends, our cha-
racter a8 men, as Christians, a8 members of seciety in
general, and as Freemasons in particular, all conspire to
call on us for the exercise of this wvirtue; in short, it
comprehends a strict observance of the apostle’s exhorta~
tion; *“Be ye temperate in all things;” not only avoiding
what is in itself improper, but also whatever has the least
er most remote appearance of impropriety, that the tongue
of the slanderer may W struck dumb, and malevolence
disarmed of its sting.

Frugality, the nataral associate of prudence and tem-
perance, is what the meanest station necessarily calls for,
the most exalted cannot dispense with. It is absolutely
requisite in all stations: It is highly necessary to the
supporting every desirable charadter, to the establishment
of every society,to the interest of every individual in the
community. It is a moral, it is a Christian virtue. I
implies the strict obeervation of decorum in the seasens
of relaxation, and of every enjoyment, and is that temper
of mind which is disposed to employ eyery acquisition
only to the glory of the giver, our own happiness, and
that of our fellow-creatures.

Mr. PoPB observes,  Let an edifice be ever so vast, unless the

relate to each other in harmony, the monstrous whole will be but &
eluster of littlenssses unnaturally crowded together.” -



162

If we fail not in the exercise of these virtues (which
are essential supports of every lodge of Free and Accepted
Masons) they will effeodually secure us from those uncon-

‘stitutional practices, which have proved so fatal to this
society. For prudence will discover the absurdity and
folly of expecting true harmony, without due attemtion
to the choice of our members. Temperance will check
every appearance of excess, and fix rational limitations to
our hours of enjoyment. And frugality will proscribe
extrayagance, and keep our expences within proper
bounds. . \ . '

The Lacedemonians had a law among them, that every
one should serve the gods with as little expence as he
could, herein differing from all other Grecians; and
Lycuraus being asked for what reusor he made this
institution, so -dissgreeable to the sentiments of all other
men ? answered, Lest at any time the gervice of the
should be intermitted; for he feared, if religion should
be as expensive there as in other parts of Greece, it might
some time or other happen that the divine worship, out
of the covetousness of some, and the poverty of others,
would be neglected. This observation will hold equally
good with respect to Masons, and will, I hope, by them
be properly applied. . :

I would not be understood here to mean, that because
these three moral virtues are particularly pointed out, as
essentially necessary to the good discipline and support
of g lodge, nothing more is required, for social must be
united with moral excellencies; was a man to be merely
prudent, temperate and frugal, and yet be unaecustomed
to the duties of humanity, sincerity, generosity, &c., he
would be at most but a useless, if not a worthless member
of society, and a much worse Masen. . .

In the mext place, permit me to remind you, that a
due attendace on the lodge for your own improvement,
and the reputation of Masonry in general, is absolut:}iv_
necessary; for your own improvement, because the
vantages naturally.resulting from the prastice of princi-
ples therein taught, are the highest ornament of human
nature; and for the credit of the community, because it
is fyom' indispensable duty to support such a character in
life as is there enjoined. Z‘he prevaleney of good example

is great, and noMe is 80 expresive as a consistent
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life and eonversation ; these once forfeited in the masonio
character, will diminish a man, not only in the esteem
of persons of sense, learning, and probity, but even men
of inferior qualities will seldom fail of making a proper
distinction. o

You are wéll acquainted that the envious and censo-
rious are ever disposed to form their. judgments of man-
kind according to their conduct in public life, so when
{he members of our society desert their bedy, or disgover
any ineomsistency in their practice with their profession,
they contribute to bring an edium on a profession, which
it 18 the duty of every member highly to honous,
Indeed, instances of the conduct here decried, I own,
are very rare, and, I might say, as often as they do
happen, tend still more to discover the malignity ot our
adversaries than to reflect upon' ourselves. For with
what ill-nature are such suggestions framed? How weak
must it appear in the eye of discernment, to condemn a
a whole society for the irregularity of a few. indivi-
duoals.® . .

But to return to my argument; one great cause of
absentin%l ourselves from the lodf%e, I apprehend to be
this:—The want of that grand fundamental principle,
Brotherly-love! Did we properly cultivate this Chris-
tian virtue, we should think ourselves happiest when
assembled tegether. On unity in affeetion, unity in
government subsists; for whatever draws men into
societies, it is that only can cement them.

Let us reeollect that love'is the new and greatest
commandment; all the others are summarily eompre-
hended in this. It is the fulfilling of the law, and a
necessary qualification for the celestial lodge, where the
Supreme Architect of the universe presides, who is love.
Faith, hope, and charity are three principal graces, by
which we must be guided thither, of which charity, or
universal love, is the chief, when faith shall be swal-
lowed up in vision, and hope in enjoyment, then true

* Though there should be Freemasons who, cooly, and without
agitation of mjnd, seem to have divested themselves of all affection
and esteem for the craft; we only see, thereby, the effects of an
exquisite and inveterate depravation, for the principle is almost
slways preserved, though its efiects seem to be $otully
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charity, or Brotherly-lave, will: shine with the brightest
lustre to all eternity. ) .

. ¢ Shall stand before the host of Heaven confest,
s For ever blessing, and for éver blest.” -
' : Prior on xiiith ck. 1 Cor.

On the other hand, envy, pride, censoriousness, malice,
revenge, and discord, are the productions of a diabolical
disgomtion. These are epidemical disorders of the mind
and if not seasonably corrected and suppressed, will
Prove very gemicions to particular communities, and
more especially to suck an establishment as ours.

Now, there is nothing eo diametrically opposite to
them, and so -powerful an antidote against them, as
charity, or trueé Brotherly love; for instance, are we
tempted to envy, charity guards the mind againmst it,
charity envieth not. Are we tempted by pride, charity
vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up. Where this virtue
is predominant, humility i8 both its companion and its
delight ; for the charitable man puts on bowels of mercy,
kindness, lowliness of mind. gt is a certain remedy,
likewise, against all censoriousness:. Charity thinketh no
evil, but believeth all things, hopeth all things, will
ever incline us. to believe and hope the best, especially
of a Brother. . :

Therefore, let a constant exercise of this Christian
virtue, so essential to our present and future happiness,
prove our great esteem for it, and, by its influence upon
our lives and actions, testify to the world the cultivation
of it amongst us, that they whe think ar speak evil of us,
niay be thereby confounded and put to open shame. And
as 1t was a proverbial expression smong the enemies of
Christianity in its infancy, ¢ See how these Christians
love one another,” may the same, with equal propriety.
be said of Freemasons. This will convince the scoffer
and slanderer that we are lovers of Him who said, If
ye love me, keep my commendments; and this is my
commandment, that ye love one another as I have loved
you. This will prove to our enemies, that a good Mason
18 a good man, and a good Christian, and afford ourselves
the greatest comfort here by giving us a well-grounded
hope of admittance into a of everlasting felicity
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hereafter. Taus shall our imstitution be enabled to
refpel the destructive power of time, the strongest arm
of calumny,-and the severest strokes of reproach, till
that great and important day when the commissioned
arch-angel shall pronounce this awful sentence:

« Earth, be dissolv’d, with all the worlds on high,
 And time be lost in vast eternity.”
- ' Oe1Lvim.

.
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A CHARGE, delivered to the Members of the Uxton
Lopag, regularly constituted and held at the Union
Punch House, Princes-street, Bristol, 4.L. 5767,

By Brother ALEXANDER SHEDDEN,
Right Worshipful Master.

My Worray BRETHREN,

aHIS being our second quarterly meeting
@ since I had the honour to sit in this
M chair, I embrace the opportunity again
to return you my sincere thanks for that
honour, and to assure you I am deter-
mined, to the utmost of my power, to
B execute the great trust-which you con-
tinue to repose in me, with lgrreedom, fervency and zeal.
That I may be enabled so to do, let us unanimousl
concur in cultivating peace, harmony, and perfect friend-
ship, striving who shall excel in Brotherly-love and
benignity; then I doubt not, but with the assistance of
my g:ot er officers, I may be enabled to conduct the
business of the lodge, and discharge my duty to your
satisfaction. ~
To accomplish these desireable ends, let me, in the
first place, intreat your strict attention to our by-laws,
ever keeping in view the general regulationa, constitu-
tions, and orders of our antient and honourable society.
Let due regard be paid to your officers, in their res
tive stations, whose duty it is to regulate the proceedings
of the lodge, and to carry the laws into execution, and
may the only contention amongst us be, a laudable
emulation in cultivating the royal art, and endeavouring
to excel each other in whatever'is good and great. The
moral and social duties of life we should make a principal
subject of contemplation, for, thereby, we shall be enab
to subdue our passions, and cultivate fraternal affection,
- the glory and cement of this institution, laying aside all
malice, and all guile and hypocrisies, and envies, and all
evil-speakings ; manifesting our love one to another, for,
“Love is of God; and he that loveth God, loveth his
Brother also. And he that saith he is in the light, and
hateth his Brother, is in darkness until now.” .
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- Saffer. nothing o be heard within the saored walls of
this lodge, but the heavenly sounds of truth, and
ooncord, with a chearful barmony of social and innocent
mirth; and “be ye like-minded, having the same love,
being of one accord and of one minds let mothing be
dene through strife or vain-glory, but in lowliness of mind,
let each esteem other befter than themselves.” Never
give cause for it to be said, that we who are solemnly
connected by the strictest laws of amity, should ever
omit the practice of forbearanee, and allow our passions
to controul us, when one great end proposed by our
meeting, is to subdue them. Let us not sit down oon-
tented with the name only of a Mason, but walk worthy
of that glorious profession, in- constant conformity to its

daties. To becomé Brethren weorthy of our most antient -

and honourable institution, we must devete ourselves to
the study and discharge of the following duties, which
are more or less within the reach of every eapacity, viz.,
8 knowledge of the mysterious problems, hieroglyphieks,
and bolical eustoms and ceremonies of the royal art,
together with the origin, nature, and design of the ins#i-
tution, its signs, tokens, &c., whereby Masons are uni-
versally known to, and can converse with each other,
though born and bred in different countries and lan-

A Free-Mason must, likewise, be a good man, one whe
daly fears, loves, and serves his Heavenly Master, and in
imitation of the operative mason who erects a temporal
building according to the rules and designs 1aid down for
him, by the Master Mason, on his tressel-board; raises a
spiritual building, aceording to the laws and injunctions
laid down by the Supreme Architect of the universe, in
the book of life, which may justly be considered in this
light, as a spiritual tressel-board. .

He must honour the King, and be subordinate to his
superiors, and ever ready to ];‘))romote the deserving
Brother in all his lawful employments and concerns.
These, my Brethren, are qualifications of a good Mason,
wherefore the§ merit our uliar attention; and, as it
is our duty, we should make it our pleasure to practice
them; by so doing, we shall let our light shine before
men, and prove ourselves worthy members of that insti-
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tution, which ennobles all who conform to its most
glorious preeepts. . .

Finally, let me advise you to be very circumspect, and
well guarded against the base attempts of pretenders,
slways setting a watch before your mouth. And with
respect to ary who -may call themselves Masons, but
(possessing refractory spirits) are at-the same time
enemies to all erder, decency, and- decorum, speaking
and acting as rebels to the constitution of Masens in this
kingdom, let me’ exhort you to have mo eonnection with
them, but, -according to the advice of St. Pauw, to the
Thessalonians, « withdraw irourself from every Brother
that walketh disorderly,” leaving such to the natural
consequences of their own bad conduct; being well
assured that the vain fabric which they mean to erect,
having no other .support than their own ignorance,
debility, and deformity, will of itself soon tumble to the

ound, with shame and ruin on the builders’ heads.

the other hand, let us live in strict amity and
fraternal love with all just and upright Brethren, that
we may say, with the royal Psalmist, ‘ Behold how
good, and how pleasant it is, for Brethren to dwell
bogether in unity.” . - .

Let GOD’S holy-word be the guide of our faith; and
justice, charity, love and mercy, our characteristicks,
then we may reasonably hope to attain the celestial
pase-word, arid gain admittanee inte the lodge of our
Supreme Grand Master, where pleasures flow for ever-
more. This is the fervent prayer of him who glories in
the name of a faithful Mason, and has the honor to be
Master of this Right Worshipful lodge. :




The following ADDRESS was deliveted by the. Rev.
Mr. Hexry Cranmesrs, P.. M, in the Lodge of Perfscs
Friendship, constituted and held in the Town of
Chelmsford, in- the County of Essex, on the Festival
of St. Jonn the Baptist, 4. L. 5767. On which Occa-
gion a Sermon had also been preached in the Forenoon
by the Rev. Mr. PanTiNe.

Right Worshipful Master, and Worthy Brethren,

';.v’ SRS
b ~— "< }d

|

Desire to entertain each other with social,
\éir_tqom, a:ﬁ chesthriul‘ sentimenfaf,‘ is the
‘ B duty as well as happiness of eve
E\v <["’{f!‘ member of our anﬁentpm honourabrlz
v 2R Society. . o
\ MW  Animated by brotherly good-will,
: (whieh I hope is deeply engnved on the
heart of every Freemason,) it me to congratulate
u on the return of this festival, thus respectfully cele-
g:wed by a Lodge wherein I have had the honour te
preside: A Lodge, in its infancy, distinguished.for ite
regularity and choice of ita members; but under the
rudent conduct of our present *guardian, flourishing
geyond expectation, and by his assiduity and ocare, hon-
oured with the addition of many illustrious and worthy
Brethren. . k
Happy am I, likewise, to see all the offices this day
mpported by Brethren, who I am persuaded want neither
inclination or abilities, to recommend and enforce what-
ever may be found. necessary to maintain the universal
r?ntation of the Institution, and particularly the felieity
of this Lodge. =~ -
Our Reverend Brother, in his ingenious discourse, this
morning, judiciously expatiated on those glorious princi-
ples, on which our royal art is founded, and proved its

®» John Reynolds, Esq., cerener for the county of Essex
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basis still to be firm and permanent. Let it be our pecu-
liar care, as it is our indispensible duty, not to undermine
it lg any inattention, omission, or irregularity.

nowledge (which is attained by diligence) must pre-
cede practice, and till we know a duty, it is impossible
for us te discharge it. The Lodge is the properest school
wherein' we ean et to arrive at any proficiency in
our noble science, and by a constant and regular attend-
ance here; we may hope to become Masters of the royal
art; whereas the neglect of this duty can produce
nought but ignorance and error. Indeed! were these
the only consequences of a wilful or indolent absence,
the Craft might not suffer much by such lukewarm
Brethren ; ‘but 1 am sorry to say thia is not all, the eye
of the censurer is ever upon us, and the lips of the stam-
merer speak plainly against us, and when the members
of our Bociety desert the body, the unenlightened are
ever ready to impeach the harmo_nieand improvement
which we profess and know to be the inseparable com-
panions of every well regulated lodge, where virtue finds
a real pleasure, and vice a just abhorrence. :

" Let us, therefore, be ever vigilant in the discharge of
our duty, and particularly assidueus in cultivating those
gmnd essentials of our Constitution, Bretherly-love,

enefieence, and Truth. Thus we shall be always h:{py
in assembling ther. Thus will our Lodge shine
with undimini lustre, even as long as the radiant sun
shall rise in the east to gild our days, and the pale moon
appear to illuminate our nights. Thus supparted by
wisdom, strength, end beauty; adorned with . peace,
plenty, and harmony; eemented by secrecy, morality,
and good-fellowship, what has it to fear? Let the tides
of time and chance beat against ita walls; the gusts of
malice asdault its towering height, its all in vain! Still
shall the noble structure firmly stand, and only be dis-
solved when the pillars of the universe shall be shaken,
and, “the great globe itself, yea, all which it inherit.
shall, like the baseless fabric of a vision, leave not a
wreck behind.” '

" ongbESme.
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The following ADDRESS was delivered in a Lodge. of
Frer AND AcoErTED Masons, immediately after the
Ezpulsion of a Member who had been repeatedly, but
in vain, admonished for the illiberal practice of back-
biting and slandering his BrgturEN. .

BRETHREN," ) .

S in Ary numerous bodies and societies

gl of men,-some unworthy will ever be
gl foand, it can be no wonder, that not-

il withstending the excellent principles

Bl and .valuable ‘precepts, laid and

" - ’?] ineulcated by wur venerable institution,

Lo ieet] -we have such amongst ts:. Men! who
instead of being.ornaments or useful .members of oar

body, I am sorry to say, are a shame and disgrace to #t.
These are suffieiently charasterived by a natural pro-

pensity to backbite and slander their Brethren, vices!

truly detestable in all men, and more peculiarly ‘so in

Free-Masons, who by the regulations ef their institu-

tion, @re ially exhorted and enjoined * to a8

well of a Brother if absent as present; to defend his
honour and reYntaeion wherever attacked, as far as truth
and ‘justice will permit; and where they cannet reason-
ably vindicate him, at least to restrain from conibuting

to condemn him.” - o
But alas! regardless of their duty in genmersl, and of

these laudsble injunctions- in particular, we frequently

find such men assiduously empleyed in tradusing the
characters of their Brethren; instead of rejoici
at their good fortume, pitying their misfortunes, ai
apologizing for their weaknesses and errors, envying their

prosperity, and (uniffocted by their adversity) with a

secret, and malicious pleasure, exploring and publishih,

their defects and failings; like trading vessels they
from place to place, receiving and discharging whatever

" c#LUMNY they can procure from others, or invent them-

selves. B s :

‘9
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As'we have just now had a mortifying instance of the
necessary consequence of such base conduct, in the
expulsion of one of our own members, permit me to
deﬁver to you some sentiments of the great Archbishop
TiLLoTson® on the spbject. He assigns various causes
of this evil, and also furnishes directions, which if adhered
to, will greatly contribute to prevent and remedy it.

«“If we consider thé causes of this evil practice, we
shall find one of the most common is ill-nature; and, by
a general mistake, ill-nature. passeth for wit, as cunning
doth for wisdom; though in truth, they are as different
as vice and virtue. :

“There i8 no greater evidence of the bad temper of
wankind, than their proneness to evil-speaking. For as
our-Saviour saith, Out of the abundance of the heart the
mouth speaketh; and therefore we eemmonly incline ‘to
the censorious and uncharitable side.” " ’

% Phe good spoken: of uthers we easily forget, or seldom
mention, but the evil lies uppermost in our memories,
- and is ready to.be published upon all occasions; nay,
what is more ill-natured.and unjust, tho’ many times we
do not believe it ourselves, we tell it to ethers, and ven-
ture it to be believed according te the -charity of those
to whom it is told.” :

«“Another cause of the frequency of this vice is; That
many are 8o bad themselves. For to think and s il
of others is not only a bad thing, but a sign of a bad
man. When men are.bad themselves they are glad of
any opportunity to censure othems, and endeavour to
bring thitigs to a level ; hoping it will be some. justifica-
tion of the:i'l ownlfaults, if they can but make others
8 equ ilty.” ,

. Pgefthild cZug ofyévil speaking is malice and rev
‘When we are blinded by our passions we do-not consider
what is true, but what is mischievous; we care not
whether. the evil .we epeak be true or mot; nay, many are
80 base as {o invent.and raise false reports, on purpose to
blast the reputations of those by whom they think them-
selves injured. This is a diabolical temper; and, there-
fore, St. James tells us, that the slanderer’s tongue is
set on fire of hell.”

® Vide his sermon on EvIL-SPRAKING.
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« A fourth cause of this vice is envy. Men look with
an evil eye upon the good that is in others, and do what
they can to discredit their commendable qualities; think-
ing their own character lessened by them, they greedily
entertain, and industriously publish, what may raise
themselves upon the ruins of other men’s reputation.”

“A fifth cause of evil-speaking is impertinence and
curiosity ; an itch of talking of affairs which do not con-
cern us. Some love to mingle themselves in all business,
and are loth to seem ignorant of such impottant news as
the faults and follies-of men; therefore, with- great care
they pick up ill stories to ®ntertain the next company
they meet, not perhaps out of malice, but for want of
something better to talk of.”.

“Lastly, many do this out of wantonness, and for
diversion; so little do they conmsider a man’s reputation
is too great and tender a concern to be jested with; and
that a slanderous tongue bites like a serpent, and cuts
like a sword. What can be so barbarous, next to sport-
ing with a man’s life, -as to play with his honour and
good name, which te some is getter than life?”

Such, and so bad, are the causes of this vice.

“If we consider its pernicious effects we shall find,
that to such as are slandered it is a great injury, com-
monly a high provocation, but always matter of grief.”

«“It is certainly a great injury, and if the evil which
we say of them be not true, it is an injury beyond repara-
tion. It is an injury that descends to 8 man’s children;
because the good or ill name of the father is derived down
to them ; and many times the best thing he has to leave
them- is an unblemished virtue. And do we make no
conscience to rob his innocent children of the best part
of this small patrimony, and of all the kindness that
would have been done them for their father’s sake, if his
reputation had not been so undeservedly stained? Is it
no crime, by the breath of our mouth, at once to blast a
man’s reputation, and to ruin his children perhaps to all

erity? Can we jest with so serious a matter? An
Injury so very hard to be repented of as it ought ; because,
in such a case, no repentance will be acceptable without
restitution, if in our power.” -

«“Even suppose the matter of the slander true, yet no
man’s reputation is considerably stained, though never so
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deservodly, without great hurt to hiw ; .and it is odds but
the charge, by passing througll’l several hands, is aggrava-
t.t?d' l}gyond truth, every one being apt to add something

it. . N .

“ Besideés the injury, it is commonly a high provocation;
the conse_quencesjof which may l;‘(lsydangergu& and
perste quarrels. Ope way er other the injured person
will hear of it, and_will take the first opportunity to
reveuge it.” . ‘ - .

“Af best, it is always matter of grief to the person
that is defamed, and Christianity, whioch is the best
natured instifution in the world, forhids us to do those
things whereby we may grieve one another.” ,

A man’s character is a tender thing, and a wound
there, sinks deep into the spirit, even of a wise and a
good man ; and the more jnnocent any man is in this
respect, the more sensible he is of this uncharitable treat-
ment; because he never treats others so, nor is he
conacious to himself that he hath deserved it. .

. “To ourselves, the consequences of this vice are as
bad or worse. He that accustoms himself to speak evil
of others, %ives a bad character to himself, even to those
whom he desires to. pleasg, who, if they be wise, will
canclude that he speaks of them to others, as he does

of others to them,” .. ~ :

“And this practice of evil-speaking, may be inconve-
niént many otllz;r ways. JFor who knows, in the chance
of things and the mutability of human affairs, whose
kindness he may stand in need of before he dies? So,
that did a man only consult his own safety and quiet, he
ought to refrain from evil gpeaking.”

“ How cheap a kindness is it to speak well, at least
not to speak ill of others. A good word is an.easy obli- -
gation, but not to speak ill requires only our silence. Some
instances of charity are chargeable; but were a man
never 80 covetous he might afford another his good word ;
at least he might refrain from speaking ill of him, espe-
c.ia.llgeif it be considered, how dear many have paid for &
slanderous and reproachful word.”

“No quality ordinaril{,recommends one more to the
. favour of men, than to be free from this vice. Such a
man’s- friendship every one desires: and, next to piety
and righteousness, nothing is thought a greater commen-
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dation,-than that he was never, or very rarely, heard to
speak ill of any.” ° S '

* Let every man lay his hand u&on his heart, and con-
sider how himself is apt to be affected with this usage.
Nothing, sure, is more equal dnd reasonable than that
known rule, What thou wouldst have no man do to thee,
that do thou to no man.” -~ .

“The following directions, if - duly observed, will
greatly contribute to the prevention and cure of this
at evil.” '
::?‘ Never say any evil of atiother, but what you certainly

ow.” y .

“ Whenever you Positi::?r accuse & man of any-crime,
though it be in private among friends, speik as if
you were upon your oath, becausé &OD sees and hears

ou. This, not vnly charity but justice demands of us.

e that easily credits a false report is almost as ¢ulpable
as the first inventor of it. Therefore, never speak evil
of any, upon common fame, which for the most part is
false, but almost always uncertain.” - * .

« Before you speak evil of another, consider whether
he hath not obliged you hy some real kindness, and- then,
it is 8 bad turn to speak -ill of him who hath done you
good. Consider also, whether you may not come here-
after to be acquainted with him, related to him, or in
want of his favour whom you have thus injured? And
whether it may not be in his power te revenge a spiteful
and needless word, by a shrewd turn? So that if a man
made no conscienee of hurting others, yet he should in
prudenée have some consideration of himself.” -

¢ Let us accustomp ourselves to be truly sorry for the
faults of men, and then we shall take no pleasure in pub-
lishing them. Common humanity requires this of us,
considering the great infirmities of our nature, and that
we, also, are liableto be tempted: considering, likewise,
how severe a punishment: every crime is to itself, how
terribly it exposeth a man to the wrath of God, both here
and hereafter.” : :

“ Whenever we hear any man evil spoken of, if we
have heard any good of him, let us say that. It is
always more humane, and more honourable, to vindicate
others than to accuse them. Were it necessary that a
man should be evil spoken of, his good and bad qualities
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should be reprasented together, otherwise he may -be
strangely misrepresented, and an indifferent man may be
made a monster.” . ‘ .

« They that will observe nothing in a wise man, but his
oversights and follies; nothing in a.good, but his failings
and infirmities, may render both despicable. Should we -
heap together all the passionate sseeche-, all the impru-
dent actions of the best man, and present them all at
one view, concealing his virtues, he, in.this disguise,
would look like a mad-man or fury; and yet, if his life
were fairly represented in the manner it was led, he
would appear to all the world to be an admirable and
excellept person. But how numerous soever any man’s ill
qualities are, it is but’ just that he should have due praise
of his few real virtues.” . :

“That you may not speak ill, do not delight in hearing
it of any. Give no countenance to busy-bodies; if you
cannot decently reprove them, because of their quality,
divert the discourse some other way; or by seeming not
to mind it, signify that you do not like it.”

“Let every man min({ his own duty and concern. Do
but endeavour, in good earnest, to mend yourself, and it
Wi}lll be”work enough, and leave you little time to talk of
others. :

In the foregoing sentiments, the BackBITER and SLaN-
DERER may see himself fully represented as in a true mir-
rour; and detestable as the spectacle naturally appears,
much more 8o does it seem when masonically examined.
May all such, therefore, contemplate the nature and conse-
quences-of this abominable vice, and that they may still
become worthy ‘men and Masons, let them constantly
pray, with the royal Psalmist, (Psal. cxli.) Set a watch,
O Lord, before my mouth, keep thou the door of wmy lips,
being assured-of their encouragement, that, H'ﬁ who
backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doth evil to his neighbour,
nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbour, shall abide in
the tabernacle of the Lord, and shall dwell in his holy-hill.




A short CHARGE, generally given to new admitted
‘ BrETHREN. ‘ :

@l OU are now admitted by the unanimous

most antient and ~honourable society ;
g2l - antient, as having subsisted from time
e ' immemorial, and urable, as tending

B in every particular to render a man so,
== that will be but conformable “to its glo-
rious precepts.—¥he greatest monarch in gll ages, as well
of Asia and Africa as of Europe, have been' encou rs
of the royal art, and msnidof them have presi as
Grand Mastérs over the Musons in their respeetive
dominions; net thinking it any diminution of their impe-
rial dignities, to level themselves with their Brethren in

Masonry, and to act as they did. “The world’s great '

Architect is our Supreme Master, and-.the unerring rule
he has given us, is that by which we work.” Religious
disputes are never suffered in the lodie, for, as Free-
Masons, we only pursue the universal religion- 6f natare:
this is the cement which unites men of the most different
principles in one sacred band, and brings together those
who were the most distant from bne another.

There are three general heads of duty, which Masons
ought always to inculcate, viz. to. God, our neighbours,
‘ang ourselves. To God, in pever mentioning his name
but with that reverential awe, which becomes a creature
to bear to his Creator; and to look upon him always as
the summum bonum, which we came into the world to
enjoy: and according to that view to regulate all our
pursuits. To our nelﬁhbours in acting upon the square,
or doing as we would be done by. To ourselves, in
avoiding all intemperances and excesses, whereby we
may be led into a behaviour unbecoming our laudable
profession. , .

In the state, a Mason is to act as a peaceable and
dutiful subject, conforming chearfully to the government

f consent of our lodge, a fellow of our -

e,
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under which he lives; he is to pay a due deference to
his superiors, and from his inferiors he is rather to receive
honour with some reluctance, than to extort it ; he is to
be a man of benevolence and charity, not sitting down
contented while his fellow creatures (but much mere his
Brethren) are in waat, and it is in his power, without
frejudicing himself or family, to relieve them. In the

odge he is to behave with all due decerum, lest the
beauty and harmony thereof should be disturbed,and
broke. He is te be obedient to the Master and presidin
officers, and to apply himself closely to the business
Masonry, that he may sooner become a proficient therein,
both for his awn eredit, and that of the lodge. He is
not to neglect his necessary ayocations for the sake of .
Masonry, nor to involve himself in quarrels with those
who, through ignorance, may spesk evil of, or ridicule it.
He is to be a lover. of the arts and sciences, and to take,
all opportunitiea of improving himself therein. If he
recommends a friend to mmfe a Magon, he must vouch
kim to be such as he reslly believes will eonform to.the
aforesaid duties;. lest by his misconduct at apy time the
lodge should pass under some evil imputations. Nothing
ean prove more shocking to all fait Masons, than to
see any of their Brethren profane, or break through the
sacred rules of their order, and such as can do it, they
wigh had never been admitted. . . .
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A CHARGE delivered .by Brother Tuomas Fn'nvon,
@G. 8, at the initiation of a Free-Mason. -

BroTHER, i .
= a FING now regularly initiated into this

i society, permit me to offer, to your serious
. cims' erd::ion, those virtues that will
Il always distinguish yoy among men, esps
ciall;’ Masons. . 8 pe”
3 R The Holy S¢riptures, the standard of
P @bl truth, end the unerring dictates of an
unerring Being, I would, recommend as the primary
object of your attention. , ‘

est, a general, an unlimited regard for men of virtue,
honour integrity, howsoever distinguished by private
persuasion ; Masonry wisely. ramoves such distinctions,
sad by uniting all countries, sects and principles into one
inseparable band of affection, conciliates true friendship,
and effectuates the noble purpose of making each other
happy, and rejeicing in each other’s felicity. ,
ence disputes on religion and politics are never suf-
fered-to.interrupt the friendly intercourse of our regular
assemblies. These are designed to improve the mind,
correct the morals, and reform the judgment.

Your experiance in life, has no doubt made familiar to

~ you the three great duties of morality; to God; your

neighbour ; and yourself; which I hope your new char-
acter, as a Free-Maeon, will still more deeply imprint
upon yom('1 : :xnillfld, sr‘x)d render ;roulrl conduct not -o:li)lry
regular an iform, but in every other respect agreeable
to the dignity of this laudable gofession. pee
As a Mason, you are chearfully to eonform to the
ernment under which you live; to. consider the

. Interest of the community as your own; and be ready

on all occasions to give proofs of loyalty to your Seve-
raigl: and affection to your Country. -

nevolence and charity, being the renowned charac-
teristicks of Masonry, you are to cherish and -promote;
and though you ought ever liberally to centribute to
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alléviate the miseries of the wretched, yet you are more
particularly to extend your pity to a.poor Brother, whose
unhappy circumstances may oblige him to solicit your
friensllj)r assistance; ever remembering that period of
your life, when you was introduced inte Masonry, *****
on which, if you but for-s moment reflect, it cannot fail
making you so far benevolent as never to shut your ear
unkindly to the complaints of the wretched. But when
a poor Brother is oppressed by want, you will, in'a

articular manner, listen to his sufferings with attention,
n consequence of which, pity will flow from your breast,
and relief according to your capacity. :

The solemnity of our ceremonies, will ever require
from ‘you a serious deportment, and strict attention to
the elueidating of those emblems and hieroglyphicks
under which our mysteries afe couched.

And as order and regularity cannot fail to render per-
manent the harmony of this lodge, it is expected yom
will be obedient to the Master and presiding officers, and
be particularly careful never to introduce any discourse
that may tend to violate your character 4s a gentleman or
& Mason, or to depreciate those virtues that always adorn
an honest mind. K '

If, therefore, from among your friends or-acquaintance,
you should hereafter propose a candidate for our myste-
ries, I would earnestly recommend, that you know him
to be worthy ; -and never from a pecuniary or ungenerous
motive, endeavour to introduce any but men of honour
and integrity, whose character aa well as principle, justly .
intitles him to the privileges of this fraternity.

To expatiate on the necessity of a close application to
the duties of Masonry, will, I presumre, be needless, as I
doubt not but your own experiénce will soon evince the
real value and utility of this science, and the excellency
of its precepts. : - ' :

I shall therefore conclude this address, in a sure ex-
pectation of your implicit obedience to the foregoing
circumstances, ag well for your own honour, as the credit
of this lodge, and that you will chearfully conform to all
those salutary laws which are, and ever have been, the.
established basis and support of the royal art.

O




A PRAYER at the Empointing of a Brother, used in the
: ' Reign of Edward IV. - -

| HE miihty GOD and Father of heaven,
] with the wisdom of his glorious Son,
| through the goodness of the Holy Ghost,
that hath been three persons in one god-
head, be with us at our beginning, give
us grace to govern in our living here,
=) that we may come to his bliss that shall
never have an end.

A PRAYER 1 be used at the Admission of @ Brother. -

O Most glorious and eternal God, who art the Chief
Architect of the created universe! grant unto us, thy
servarits, who have already entered ourselves into this
most noble, antient, and honourable fraternity, that we
may be solid and thoughtful, and always have a remem-
brance of those sacred and holy things we have taken on
us, and endeavour to instruct and inform each other in
secrecy, that nothing may be unlawfully or illegally
obtained ; and that this person, who is now to be made
a Mason, may be a worthy member, and may he, and all
of us, live as men, considéring the great end for which
thy goodness has created us; and do thou, O' God, give
us wisdom to contrive in all our doings, strength to
support in all difficuliies, and beauty to adorn those
heavenly mansions where thy honour dwells; and grant,
O Lord, that we may agree- together in. Brotherly-love

and charity one towards another; and in all our dealings

in the world, do justice to all men, love mercy, and walk
humbly with thee, our God ; and, at last, may an abun-
dant entrance be administered unto us, into thy kingdom,
O great Jehovah. Now unto the King eternal, immortal,
invisible, the only wise God, be kingdom, power, aud
glory, for ever and ever. AMEN : .
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Anoraer PRAYER.

MOST holy and glorious Lord God, thou Architect of
heaven and earth, who art the giver of all good
graces: And hath promised that where two or three are
gathered together in thy name, thou wilt be in the midst
of them: In thy hame we assemble and-meet to%ethet,
most humbly beseeching thee to bless us in all our
undertakings, to give us thy holy spirit, to enlighten our
minds with wxsxgm and upderstanding, that we may
know and serve thee aright, that all our doings may tend
to thy glory, and to the salvation of our souls: -And we
beseech thee, Q Lord God, to bless this our present
undertaking, and to grant that this eur Brother may
dedicdte his life to thy service, and be a trne and faithful
Brother among ua: E);due him with divine wisdom, that
he may, with the secrets of Masonry, be able to unfold
the mysteries of Godliness and Christianity. B
Thas we humbly beg tn the name, and for the sake of Jesus
Christ, our Lord and Saviour. Amen.

8
2]



 POSTSCRiPT

g S Laws, Ornxrs, and CoxsriTUrIiONs
fi are essentially necessary to the establish-
2 ment and supportof every society, with-
IR out which no society can long subsist
| with any degree of happiness, or repu-
tation, the general laws and regulations
MR of the Most Antient and Honourable
Seciety of Free and Acocepted Masons, as set forth in the
Book of Constitutions, are invariably tobe observed by
every private Lodge, and every individual 'member of the
fraternity. But for the better answering the purposes of
Qmicnlar‘Lodgep; to cement the union thereof; and to
further the good intentioms of those Brethren, who are
disposed to cultivate the Royal Craft, according to the
antient splendour; the Grand Master of Masons, hath
permitted, and it hath ever been the usage of the Lod
to frame to themselves such pye-laws, as to the members
of each particular Lodge shdll seem meet, provided that
the antient land marks are preserved inviglate, and that
such bye-laws be agreeable to the general regulations.
And as it frequently happens.that new Lodges are at
a loss for some assistance on these occasions, the follow-
ing form is-effered for that purpose.

BYE-LAWS, for the re§ulation of the Lodge No. ’
known by the name of - " of the Most Antient
and Honourable Society of Free and Accepted Masons,
duly constituted the day of , A. L. 8769,
A. D. 1769, first held at , and now held at

Article 1. Fized, or Lodge Nights.
That the Lodge shall assemble on the third Friday in

every month at seven o’clock in the evening; which shall
be deemed general, or public Lodge nights; but that the

| P
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Right Worshipful Master shall have Fower, a8 in times
ast, to convene a private Lodge as often as he ghall find
1t expedient. .

Article 2. Election and Choice of Officers.

That the election of a Master, as well as a Treasurer,
of this Lodge, shall be half-yearly, to wit, at the public
Lodges held in June and December, by a majority of the
members present, by ballot. That the Master elect, if
Eresent, shall on that night of election (if not at the next

odge night,) appoint the two Wardens and Secretary.
That the accounts of the Treasurer shall be audited on
the night of election, or so seon after as conveniently
can, by the Master and Wardens for the time being, or
by & committee for that purpose to be appointed; and
the balance appearing to be due-thereon, shall be paid
by him to the Treasurer elect, immediately after the ac-
counts are so audited, or at the next public Lodge night.
That the tyler shall be elected by ballot, or h ding up
of hands of the members present, on every election night,
or as often as there shall be oocasion, and shall be conti-
nued only during his goed bebaviour, and the pleasure of
the Lodge.. . .

"Article 8. Payment of Quarteridge.

That every member of this Lodge shall pay to the
Treasurer, for the use of the Lodge, the annual subscrip-
tion of eighteen shillings, by quarterly payments, iz.,
the sum of four shillings and sixpence on the first Lodge
night after Christmas, the first Lodge night after Lady-
day, the first Lodge night after Midsummer, and on the
first Lodge night after Michaelroas. And if any member
shall. neglect or refuse to pay the same within three
months from every such quarter day, having had notice
thereof from the Secretary, he shall be expelled as a
member and excluded from visiting this Lodge, unless
good cause be shown to the Master and Brethren to in-

uce a forbearance. '

Article 4. Makings.

That every person desirous of being made a Mason in
. this Lodge, shall be recommended and duly proposed by
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s member in an open publi¢ LOd%B; when the Brother
80 ﬁroposing him, shall deposit half a guinea on account
of his fees. And the Brother so proposed shall be bal-
loted for the next succeeding public Lodge night, iy which
interval proper enquiry may be made into his character,

and if on such ballot there shall not appear two® black, or

negative balls, he shall be initiated and admitted a mem-
ber on paying to the Treasurer the admission fee, one
guinea and a half, to%ether with his subscription in pro-
portion to the time then o come in the current quarter;
and also five shillings to the. use of the grand or public
fund of Masous, for his admission and registering fees:
And if on a ballot he should.appear net to be admitted,
the sum deposited when he was proposed shall be re-
turned to the Brother who propesed him. And if he is
approved on the ballot, and neglects to attend for admis-
sion, three Lodge mights, his d]e})osit shall, in that case, be
forfeited to the Lodge. And if any Brother shall be duly

roposed and admitted, who hath before been initiated
mto the first, or passed to the second degree, in another
regular Lodge, he shall pay so mueh-as together with
what he hath already advanced for such inmitiation, or
pass; as will amount {o the sum of one guinea and a half,

rovided that no such Brother shall be passed or raised

r less than half a guinea for each degree besides his fee

for registering.
‘ Article 5. Admission of Members.

That no Brother shall be admitied a member of this
Lodge until he hath visited us once at least, and has
been duly proposed by & member in open Lodge; which
done he shall be balloted for at the next succeeding
public Lodge; and unless three negatives or black balls
appear, shall be admitted on paying five shillings to the
fund of the Lodge, and two shillings and sixpence to the
grand fund for registering his name, over and above his
proportionable subscription.

Article 6. Visitors.

That every visiting Brother being a member of a regu-
lar Lodge, shall pay on every visit 1s. 6d., but if only of
the Lodge of St. Jonn shall pay 2s.

® In some Lodges three, but in general one negative excludos.




126

Article 7. Maater and Wardins to attend quarterly Commw-
- mications and Commatices of Charity.

That the Master and Wardens, or their representatives
shall attend every committee of charity and quarterl
Communication at the expence of the Lodge, and sha
i‘:;'to the fund of charity such sum, and so often, as the

ge shall agree to at the public Lodge next preceding

every quarterly committee.

Article 8. Fund and Property of the e vested in Master
. and Wardens in trust. for the Lodge.

That the cash or fund as well as the jewels, furniture,
and other things, belonging to this Lodge or Society;
shall be, and hereby is, vested in and deemed, the pro-
perty of the Master and Wardens for the. time being, so
that any action or suit that shall happen to be neoessary
for the preservation or recovery of the same, or any part

- thereof, or of any of the arrears of quarteridge, may and
shall be brought or commenced and prosecuted in their
names, in trust for the use and benefit of the Lodge, and
to be paid, applied and disposed of as the majority of the
members shall, in due form, from time $o time, think
proper to direct.  _ S

Article 9. Enacting, abrogating or altering Laws.

That when a motien shall be made for any new law,
or the abrogating or altering of any old one, it shall first
be handed up in writin%lto the Master, in order to be
read and considered by him and the members' present;
and no new law, abrogation, or alteratien of any old one,
shall be valid, unless the same be entered in the minutes,
by the consent of the majority of members present at
one public lodge, and duly confirmed at the next.

Atticle 10. Erery Member to sign and obey these and the

constitutional Laws.

That every member of this lodge shall sign these laws,
and shall observe and keep the same, and all such as
shall hereafter be enacted agreeable to the 8th article, as
well as all the Iaws, orders, and regulations laid down
and prescribed in and by the last edition of the book of

. constitutions of Masonry, and such as shall hereafter be
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mae.ndpubn.hedbythemoﬁeyefthem
Ledge.

The above laws settled and approved at a publio
lodge held the
are now duly enasted md conﬂrmed at anot;xaer

public lodge, held this y
of A. L. 6769. A. D. 1766,

witness the hands of us the folowing oﬁcm and
Brethren. )




F"r’om the following general Collection, Lodgea may. fur-
nish themselves with suitable Laws, according to their
* vatioas Circumstances:

Law 1. Time of Mecting.

HAT the members of this lodge shall
meet every  ° and

in each month, at the hour of six, from
Michaelmas to Lady-day, and at the
M| bour of seven from Lady-day to Mi-
| chaelmas. And that every member
J shall come into the lodge decently
clothed in such attire as is suitable to his rank, quality,
and condition in life; always remembering that he
can never associate himself with better company than
Brothers and Fellows.

- 2. Opening the Lodge.

‘When a sufficient number of members shall be assem-
bled, the Master, or in his absence, a proper person, shall
immediately open the lodge and proceed to business.
And if the Master, either of the Wardens, or other
officer of the lodge, who, in virtue of his office, is inti-
tuled to keep a key or keys, should not attend the lodge
in proper time, and neglect to send the same, whereby
the business of the lodge shall be retarded, such Brother
_shall forfeit the sum oi8 .

3. Closing the Lodge.

As nothing has a ﬁreater tendency to bring the craft-
into disrepute than keeping late hours on lodge nights,
the Master shall be acquainted by the S. W. when it is

o’clock, and shall immediately proceed to
close the lodge; either of them failing herein shall for-
feit the sum of and any member who is in
the lodge (and not being a traveller or lodger in the
house{( remaining in the same house after
o’clock, shall also forfeit the sum of . Itis
hoped and exqected that no member will offend against
this law, calculated to secure the honour and harmony

¥
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of the <lodge, to prevent uneasiness to our relativ.el
as home, and to preserve the eeconomy of our families.

‘ 4. Liquors and Supper.

All liquors drank at su{)per; on lodge nights, shall he
charged to the lodge, but liquors called for before lodge
hoars, unless on accoupt of makings, &c., shall not
be charged to the lodge. No person shall be permitted

to sup in the lodge room during lodge hours.

6. Admission of Masons or Members.

That no person be suffered or admitted to be made a
Free and Accepted Mason in this lodge, or if a Mason,
to be a member thereof, unless well known to one or
more members, to be a8 man of virtuous principles
and integrity, and not a bondsman ; and such as by. their
own consent are desirous to hecome Brethren ; it being
contrary to our established constitution, to persuade or
engage thereto, apd it is hereby recommended to eve
food‘ Mason, and particularly to the Brethren of this
odge, that they be careful whom-' they recommend as
candidates for Masonry, that they may not bring scandal,
or disreputation on the craft. ,

6. Mdking, pamng, and rézicing.

No person shall be made a Mason in this lodge without
first g:aying into the hands of the Treasurer two guineas ;
for which, if he proves a worthy member of our society,
he shall be intituled to the three degrees without further
expence. But if any one made a Mason in this lodge
shall afterwards prove an unworthy member of the craft,
by treating it disrespectfully either by words or actions
leading an immoral and scandalous life, such persons
shall not be intituled to any further degree in this lodge.

And, whereas, the craft hath suffered greatly in its
r;yutation and happiness by the admission of low and
inferior persons, no ways fit to become members of our
antient and honourable institution, whereby men of rank,
quality, knowled%e, and education are oft deterred from
associating with their Brethren at their public meetings:
It is hoped eyery Brother who is desired. to propose any
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person, will be Baﬂ.um larly careful that he is one, in all
respects, suitable to the vemerable society he is to be-
come a member of ; one whose tex;?er and disposition
may cement the barmony of the lodge, and whose con-
duct and circumstances in life are such as may not tend
to diminish the eredit of it, When a person is proposed,
it shall be mentioned at the bottom of the next sum-
mons (which shall issue at least three days before the
lodge night) that each member may ‘be prepared to
approve or reject such candidate ; dlso the same tgracﬁoe,
and for the same reason, shall be observed with regard
to passing or raising & Brother.

7. Who proper to be admitied an honerary Member and whes
. discontinued,

That no one member of this lodge be admitted an
honorary member, unless his avocations frequently call
him out of town; or his place of abede be at too
great a distance to attend constantly. In either of the
above cases it may be -dispensed with by a majority
of members present; but such an honorery ‘member
cannot be chose into any office, speak, vote, or other-
wise concern himself with the business of the lodge.
Such Brother shall be admitted each night on the same
terms as the members, and may have the privilege of
becoming a member without any further: fine, on his
being first proposed and ballott%d for, and
negatives not a i inst-him upon casting up the
sagle. Ifa Bl;(l))tl)l‘er shgaﬁg(;iscon'tinue iimself ;ngmexﬁber,
from the time the message, letter, or motion is sent or
made, he shall not vote, or otherwise concern himself
with the business of the lodge ; but if there should hap-
pen to be any more lodge nights in the quarter after
such motion, he shull haye a right to be admitted to the
end of the quarter he has paid up to.

8. Time for Re-admission of a Member.

That any member having discontinued himself. from
this lodge and paid his arrears, may, on application, and
paying five shillings, be re-admitted (provlged nega-
tivés do not appear aguinst him), and any sea-fanng
member, or one whose business obliges him to leave
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town, shall be excused paying his quarteridge from the
time of his departure till his arrival in London, first
having signified the same to the lodge, and paid up his

9. Election of Offcers.

New officers shall be elected on the lodge-nights be-
fore the festivals of St. John the Baptist and St. John
the Evangelist, each member having notice for that pur-
pose in his lodge-letter. In the choice of a Master, his
dbilities must be preferred to his seniority. The Master,
Treasurer, and Secretary, shall be elected by ballot, but
no Brother shall be elected Master who has not served
the office of Warden, or Master, at least one half year,
in some regular lodge; and no officer shall be elected to
serve & second time against his inclination. The new
Master shall be invested by the old Master in due form,
who shall be allewed a charge before he quits the chair.
The new Master shall then appoint a S8enior Warden ;®
but, that the Master may not have teo much aathority
in this respect, the Senior Warden shall appoint a Junior
Warden, and they shall be both invested y the Master,
as well as the ’;reasurer and Secretary, in due form.
The old Treasurer and Secretary are then to lay a state
of their accounts before the lodge, which, if approved .of
by the majority, shall be deemed a regular passing of
their accounts. The Master shall be allowed two-shil-
lings and sixpence when he attends a committee of
charity for this lodge, and five shillings when he attends
with the Wardens at a quarterly communication.

10. Sewards appointed, and their Duty.

That the Master do on the night of his election al[])-
Point two disereet Brethren, to act as stewards of the
odge, who shall attend constantly, except when hindered
by illness or urgent business; in which case, the Master
shall appoint whom he thinks proper to supply their
lace, pro tempore; they shall eontinue in their office till

e next election night. Their business shall be to see

¢ This is rarely the practice, most Masters appointing both War-
dans, oud also the Secretary. i
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that the visiters are properly accommodated; that the
tables be properly supplied, and to keep an account of
the same, which they shall compare with- the' house bill
at the closing of the lodge. If any Brother shall order
in any wine, &c., after the stewards have closed their
accounts, what is so ordered, shall be at the said Bro-
ther’s own cost and charge.

11. Laws when to be read.

That upon every election niﬁht the Master shall cause
these laws to be read to the lodge, immediately before
they proceed to the ballot for a new Master.

s

12. Balloting.

No member shall be permitted to ballot-in any matter
relating to this lodge until he has paid his full quarter-
idge up to the next quarter-day in which such ballot is
to be made; and, in all ballotsy the Master of the lodge
shall be intituled to a. casting vote upon an equality of
numbers. . :

13. Not to discover a Person rejected. '

That when any Brother i¢ proposed to become a mem
ber, or any persen to be made a Mason, if it appear,
upon casting up the ballot, that they are rejected, no
member, or visiting Brother shall discover, by any means
whatsoever, who those members were that opposed his
eleotion, under the penalty of such Brother’s being for
ever expelled the lodge (if a member); and, if a visiting

- Brother, of his being never more admitted as a visitor or

. becoming a member; and immediately after a negative
passes on any persons being propesed, the Master shall
cause this law to be read, that no Brother present may
plead ignorance.

14. Debates, Complaints, Questions, §t., to be addressed to
: the Chazr.

That in all debates concerning the affairs of this lodge,
comg,laints made, or questions that may arise, every
Brother shall stand up while he speaks, and address
himself to the Master in the chair; if more than one
Brother shall stand up at one time to speak, the Master
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shall order the firet who stood up to.proceed, and the
rest shall immediately sit down and be silent, till such
Brother has done speaking;-and that no member be
allowed to speak twice on one subject, unless to explain
himself, and the Master shall think it expedient. *

15, Penalty for speaking disrespectfully of the Lodge, &.

That any Brother who is known to have spoken dis-
repectfully of the society in general, -or this lodge in
particular, shall not be admitted a member, or a visitor,
until he has made such concession as may be thought
satisfactery. . : :

. . . :
16. Penalty for breaking the Laws.

That if 8 Brother break any of these rules and orders,
the Master, with the majority of the Brethren (if they
think fit), shall lay a fine, not exceeding five shillings,
on the Brother so offending; which fine, as well as
all others, shall go to the fund of the lodge; and the
Brother refusing to pay such fine, shall for ever be ex~
cluded this lodge.

17. Landlord detaining Leiters.

That the landlord of the house (where this lodge is
held) shall imme&iately,'uyon the receipt of any letter
or message left with lm for the Right Worshiptul Mas-
ter, forward it to him; and upon his neglect or refusal,
shall forfeit to this lodge the sum of five shillings.

18. Landlords.

Great inconvenientes having arisen to lodges, by land-
lords being the proprieters of the furniture, &c., no
landlord, or master of the house where this lodge shall
be held, shall be permitted to have any other share in
the furniture, &c., of the lodge than as an individual
member ; according to the direction of the Grand Lodge.

19. Disguised in Liquory Swearing, 8., the Penalties.

That no Brother do presume to swear, come into the
lodge intoxicated, or on any account call for wine or
other. liquors, but address himself to the stewards or
wardens, who, if they think it necessary, will give their
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orders accordingly. That all Brethren do behave them-
selves with decency to each other, and with respect to
the Master in the-chair and presiding officers; and in
case of default in either of these particulars, the Brother
so offending shall forfeit the sum of two shillings and
sixpence to thé fund of the lodge. ‘

_ 20. Presents.

That all presents made to this lodge be entered in the
lodge-beok, with the Brother's name from whom such
benevolence flowed, in' token of his esteem for Masonry
in general, and this lodge in particular; and also that
the Master, for the time being, or his Secretary, shall
take care to enter the same accordingly.

~




SOLOMON’S TEMPLE;

’

AN

ORATORIO.

As it was performed at the Philharmonic Room,
in Dublin, for the Benéfit of nck and dis-
&umdFm&Mumm :

The Words by Mr. James Eyre Wooks. |

ﬂkk&mummmdbgM%BmhmiBmﬁwq;quw
of St. Patrick’s Cathedral. , v

LOM ,theGrMMg
H GH PRIEST.
H1IBAM, the Workman.
URIEL,AD 1 of the Sun.
SHEBA,QueenoftheSouth.

Chorus of Priests and Nobles.

80nqno£
REGCITATIVE.

ONVEN’D we're met—ohief orscle of heav'n,
To whom the sacred m mﬂystenes are givn,
We’re met to bid a splendfd fabrio riqe,
Worthry the mighty Ruler of the skies.

Hiewm PrimsmT

And lo! whére Uriel, Angel of the Sun,
Amvestoeeethomg ty business done.
AIR

Beholdheoomu wings of light,
Mnﬁhmrnmohqﬁom
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-UrIEL.
RECITATIVE,
The Lord supreme, Grand Master of the skies!
. ‘Who bid creation from a chaos rise, ’
The rules of architecture first engrav'd
On Adam’s heart.

Cherus of the Priests and Nobles.
To heaven’s High Architect all praise,
All gratitude be' giv'n,
Who deign’d the human soul to raise,
. By secrets sprung from heav'n.

‘Y Bordmox.-
. RECITATIVE.
Adam, well vers'd in arts, T

@ave to his sons the Plumb and Line;
By Masonry, sage Tubal Cain - '
To the deep organ tun'd the steain.
AIR.

And while he swell’d the melting note,
- On high the silver eoncords float.

" HieH Priese. © '
RECIT ATIVE, accompany’d.

' Upon the surface of the waves,

(When, God a mighty deluge pours)
Noéh a chosen remnant saves,
And laid the ark’s stupendous Floors.

UrinL,
. AIR. |
Hark, from on high the Mason word,
4 Pgvid my servant shall not build
4 A Iodge for heaven's all Sov'reign Lord;
.. “ Since blood and war have stain’d his shield,
"4 That for the De%uty. his son, °
+ #We have reserv'd—Prince Solomon.’ Dg Capo.
Cliorus for Priests and Nobles.
Sound great JEHO VA H’ s praise !
‘Who bid young Solomon the temple raise.

SoLOMOR.

RECITATIVE.

8o Graiid a Btructure shall we raise,
That men shall wonder ! Angels gase !
By art divine it shall be rear'd
Nor shall the hiamer’s noise be heard.
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CHORTUS.

Sound tJEHOVAH‘l raise !
‘Who bid SoLoMON the temple raise.

UrIBL."®
RECITATIVE.
To plan the mighty dome,
Himan, the u..u’.iﬁ.m». ocofne.’
Ur1EL.
. AIR,
We know thee, by thy apron, white,
Qs L
e know thee,
Wellaknll’d'yMy

‘We know thee, by thy Jewel’s blase,
. Thy manly walk and air.
I.stmctei, thou the lodge shalt raise ;
Let all for work prepare.

Hirawu.
AIR.
Not like Babel’s han, b
hall our greawglizgfui}bgingﬁ-amed,
That.to argon
T
confugion, all o’er-
Neither sign nor word they knew,
‘We, our work with order munng
Each proportion shall

.8B80LOMONX. v o.

RECITATIVE.

Cedare, which since creation grew,

Fall of themeelves to grace the dom;
All Lebanon, as if she knew

The greaf oocasion—lo, is come!

URriRL.
AIR.

Behold, m ren of the sky.
The work{egma, worthy an nng’oll eya.

Chorus of Priests and Nobles.

Be present all ye heavenly host,
The work begine—The Lord defrays the cost :
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Hn&s:lcin.

BECITATIVE«

BEHOLD attended by a num’nous tenin,

Queen of the seuth, fair Sheba, greets thy reign!
In admiration of tlxemsdom, she

Comes to present the bended knee. .

SoLoMox to Hira M.
‘RECITATIVE.

Receive her with a fair salute;
Suck as with majesty may suit.
Hirax.
. "AIR.
When allegiance bids obey,
‘We with p! own its sway.
Enterm«zaended.
Obednentwenpenorgre

Thow Fhoia, Quoon e e cmis

Wth eg:wsl“” hght
i , lesser
A“andsﬂle t:l{mphofhsbh-e.
Oh, all-exeslling Prince, receive
The tribute due to such a King!
Not the but will, believe !
heart,notwhutwebnng D.C

SoLoMORN.
BECITA'-I‘IY-E.

Let measutes softly sweet
Illustrions SHEBA’S presance greet.

SorLoMoON.
AIR.

Tune o the lute and string the lyrs,
Equal to the fair we sing!
‘Whe can see and not admire
SHEBA, consort for a King!.
Enlivening wit and beauty
Moelting sense and al mr,
Here united powers combine .
‘To make her brightest of the fair. D. C.
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SorLoMoON.
- RECITATIVE.

Hiram, our Brother and our friend,
Do thou the Queen with me attend.

SCENE IL A View of the Temple.

Hier PRIEST.
BECITATIVE..
Sacred to hesven behold the dome appears;
Lo, what august splemnity it wears ;

18- thempelves heve 2 'dtodeekbofmm.
beauteous SHEBA shall report its fame.

AIR.

‘When the Queen of the south shall retnrn
To the climes which acknewledge her sway,
‘Where the syn’s warmer beams fiercely burm,
The Princess with transfort ghall say,

Well won.by my oursey, 'vo seem,
A Mouarc| tix ful and wige,
the love of a Queen s
And a temple well worthy the skiea. D.C.
. CHORUB.
%en. ye receive 4 Queen who shares
ith eqmswu' nse your happiness and gares.
. HiraM.
RECITATIVE. .

.

Of riches much, but more of wisdom, see,
Proportion’d workmanship and Masonry.

Hiranx.
AIR.

Oh! charming SHERA, there behold,

‘What massy stores of burnish’d gold;
Yet richer is our art;

, Not all the orient gems that shme,

' Nor treasures of rich Ophir's mine, "
Excel the Mason’s heart ; *

TT;ua tohthe fair, he hom;)urs Ix:mro,
an glitt'ring gems or test oxe,
Thegphg ted gledgo of?osve H

To ev'ry he of honour bound,

In Jove and friendship constant found,
And favour’d from above.
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SorLoMON AxXD SEEBA.
DUET.
SEEBA.

. *One gem beyond the rest I see,
And charming SoLoxMoN is he.

SorLoMoN.

One gem beyond the rest I see,
Fairest of fair-ones, thott art she.

SEBA.
Oh thon surpassing all men wise
SoroMon. '
And thine excellmg women’s eyes.
X H"nun.'
RECITATIVE,

‘Wisdom and beauty both combine
OQur art to.raise, our hearts to join,

CHORUS.

Give to MASONRY the prize;
‘Where the fairest chooss the wige:
Beauty still should wisdom love;

- Boauty and order reign above.




Some of the ususl FREE-MASONS
S§ONGS.

ThoMaMaSoas.ivD::Ammaon_

In the first Book it 'is in five Parts, oomprchénding the History of
Masonry ; but being too long, the third Part is only prinied here.
E sing of Masons’ antient fame! .-

Lo, eighty thousand craftsmen ride
Under the Masters of great name,
More than three thousand just-and wise.
Employ’'d by SoLoMON, the Sire, '
And.general Master Mason too, -
As HIRAM was in stately Tyre,
Like Salem built by Masona true.
. B T
The-Royal art was then divine,’
ThThe} oraftsmen t;oumelgx}l from above,
e temple was the eai
The wgnd’rlngowomid a]llggi)mn.
Ingenious men from every place
ame to survey the glorious pile; .
‘And when retum’d, began to trace
And imitate its lofty stile.

At length the Grecians qame to know

Geometry, and learn’d the art
Pythagoras was rais’d to show,

And ﬂ:rious Euclid to impart:
Grz:td & himedes toi)‘ appearl')d, "

arthaginian Masters bright ;.

Till Roman citizens uprear’d.

The art, with wisdom and delight.

, 4

But when proud Asia they kad quell'd,
And Grel:ace and Egjrpetyoverc%mé,

In architecture they excell’d,
And brought the learning all to Rome :

v
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‘Where wise Vitruvius, Warden prime,
hOf Arozitects, the art improv’
ugustus’ time,

arts and Artists were bo’lov!d.

5
And as they minde the nations yleld,
They spread 1t through the north and west,
And taught the wor]d the art e build.
‘Witness their citadels and tow’rs,
To fortify their legions fine,
Their and

-

That spoke tEe Masons’ grand design.
.. .
Thus mighty eastern Kings and some
e
an :
‘Tree mx::.mmlermod. -
No wopder then i Muasons join
To celebrate those Mason-Ki

With solemn note and flo
‘Whilst every Brother jointly singe.
. CHORUS,
‘Who oan unfold the royal art,
Orohewitaamuinason§1
They’re safely kept in Musoun’s heart;
And to the antieos lodge belong!
T% the King and the Craft.

.

H. T%e Warllen’s Song, by the same 4uthor.

In he first Book it was of thirteen Verses, too Tong ; bub the last Verss
and Chorus is thought enough (o be sung.

FROM henceforth ever #ing,-

The Ctaftsman and the King,

‘With poetry and music sweet

Resound their harmony compleat,

And with Geometry in skilful hand

* Dae homage pay,

- Without delay, L

To noble BEAUFORT, now our Master Grand.
He rules the freeborn sons of art
By love and friendship, hand and heart.

" Chorus of the Warden's Song. .

rehearse th
R
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%Hwﬂ%uﬁimﬁmfm' view

080 common ?

Their seprets ne’er to strangers expos’
Preserved shall b yet %
By Masons Free,

And only to the antient Lodge disclos’d ;

they're kept in Mason’s heart
By Brethren of the royal art.

T the Grand Master,

IOL The FELLOW CRAFT's Song.
By Brother Chatles do Ia Fay, Ksg.
Z R .
AIL Masonry ! thou craft divine !
HGloryofearﬂx! from heaven reveal’d |

‘Which doth with jewels precious shine,
From all but Méson’s eyes conceal’d.

CHORUS.

Thy praises due who ean rehearse,
In nervous prose or flowing verse ?

2,
As men from brutes distinguish’d are
Fox whatn s boomiodon wimios and
'or what's in ice and rere
Baut in his breast securely dwells?

CHORUS.
His silent breast, and faithful heast,
Preserve the secrets of the axt. .

8.
From soorching heat and piercing oold,
From beasts whose roar the forest rends,
From th’ assaults of warriors bold
The Masons art mankind defends.

‘ CHORUS.
Be to fhis art due honour paid,
From which mankind receives such aid.
' 4,

&ui'gnsofmteﬂmtfeedm ide,
Distinctions troublesome and vain,
By Masons true are laid aside, *
Art’s freeborn sons such toys disdain.

CHORUS.
Ennobled by the name they dear,
D&;!agui: 'd by the badge they wear.
1
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8.

Sweet fellowship from envy free, .
Friendly converse of Brotherhood
°

Th 's lasting oement be,
wﬁfm for ages firmly stood.
CHORTUS.

A Lodge' thus built for ages
Has lasted, and s for eupe:‘l‘au.
. 6

Then in our be justice done
To those who have inrich’d the art,

From ApANM to t BEAUFORT down,
And let each Brother bear a part.

"CHORUS.

Let nobls Masons' healths go round,
Their praise in lofty lodge resound.

To the Deputy Grand Master and Grand Wardens.

IV. The Enterd 'PRENTICE’s Song,
By Brother Matthew Birkhead, deceased.
To be sung after grave business is over.

OME let us are,-
C We Brother,:zgat are
Assembled on merry occasion :
Let’s drink, laugh and sing,
- Qur wine has a spring, -
Here’s a health to an Accepted Mason.

AUl charged.

The world is in pain’

Our secrets to gain, .
And still let them wonder and on;

Till they’re shewn the lig]

They'll ne’er know the right
‘Word or sign of an Acospted Mason.

'Tis this and ’tis that,
They cannot tell what,
Why 50 many great men of the nation,
Should aprons put on
To make themselves ons,
With a Free and an Accepted Mason.
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Great anumdhonh
Ourn'"hktlo ut
m,
Ao 1 &J.ﬁfi%’”’“’
Tohen-them-elmmm’d»
With a Free and an Aoccepted Mason.

Stillﬁrmtoonrtrut,
Our ety X:L’;j""’
. ons we our reason
T{eoble gm this rale, . '
ommoveoool
Ofsli'memdonoeptedM

All idle debate -
About church or the state,

;&rmgsof lmploty and treason ;

: Ne’erruﬂethehfe
OTSFmandanAooeptodM

gmty’s pride
ave on our side
thg}:h adds hg:sﬁngwn weg. :’nr station :
ere’s no ut s good
To be understood
By a Free and an Accepted Mason.

The ol embrace,

They’ll honoured be
With a and an Acocepted Mason.

We're true and sincere
. And just to the fair;
Thaﬁlltmstmonmyooomn
can more
‘The ladies adore,
Than a Free and an Accepted Mason.

Then join hand in hend,
Le?y l:ch Broﬂxe;ﬁrmstand, faso
's and put a bright f on-.
What mortal can boast
8o noble a toast,
As & Free and an Acocepted Mason?

CHORUS.

\ No mortal can doast
So noble a toast,
As a Free and an Accepted Mason.

[Mmpea&dhdmfom]
To all the Fraternity round the globe.
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V. The Deputy GXKAND MABTER’S Song.
N.B. Every two lass lines of cach verse is the chorus.

N, on, dear Brethren, pursue your great leoture,

Ana refine on the rules of old architecture :
High honour to Masons the Craft daily brin
To those Brothers of Prinees and fellows of Kings.
‘We drove the rude Vandale and Goths off the stage
Reviving the art of :AvevsTUS’ fam’d age;
And Vespasian destroy’d the vast temple in vain,
Since so many now rise in grea® BeaurezT’s mild reign.
The noble five orders compos’d with such art, )
Will amase the fixt eye and ergagé the whole heart:
Proportion’s sweet barmony gracing the whole,
@ives our work, like the glorious ereation, a soul.
Then Master and Brethren, f)re‘serve your great name
This Lodge so majestick will purchase you fame;
Rever'd it shall stand till all nature expire, *
And its glories ne’er fade till:the world is on fire.
See, see, behold here, what rewards all our toil,
Inspires our genius and bids labour smile:
To our noble Grand Master let a bumper be crown'd,
To all Masons a bumper so let it go round
Again, my lov'd Brethren, again Et it pass,
Our antient firm union cements with the ‘ﬂshu;
And all the contention 'mongst Masons be,
‘Who better can work, or who better agree.

VI. T%he Grand Wat;den's Song, by Brother Oates.

L ET Masonry be now my theme,
Thro’out the globe to spread its fame,
And eternize each worthy Brother’s name.
Your preise shall to the skies resound,
In lasting happiness abound,
And with sweet union all your noble Remt
deods be crown'd. this

CHORUS.

Sing then, my muse, to Masons’ glory,

Your names are so rever’d in s :
nmwmwawwmuamﬂﬁmmz

Let harmony divine inspire
Your souls with love and gea’rous fire,
To bopy well wise SoLoMON, yeur Sire,
Knowledge sublime shall ﬁl{ each heart,
The rules of g’ometry ¢ impart, .o
‘While wisdom, strength and beauty, Bepeat
crown the glorious art. this line.

Chorus. Sing then. my muse, &o.
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Let noble BEAUFORT’S health go round,
Inswelling all cares be dvown'd,
And hearts united 'mongst the Craft be found.

May everlasting scenes of jox,
His Tx::)aceful hours of bliss employ,

‘Which e's all-conquering hand shall Bemat
Jae'er, shall ne'er ‘Sestroy. this line.

Chiorus. Sing them, my muse, &o.

My Brethren, thus all cares resign,
Your hearts let glow with thoughts divine,
And veneration shew to B80LOMON’S shrine.
Our annual tribate thus we'll pay, E
That.late ity shall say,
We've crown’d with_joy ‘this glorious, £’
happy; ham day. ' X
CHORUS. a
8ing then, my muse, to Masons’ glory,
Your names are so rever’d in story,-
- That all the admiring world do now adore ye.
To all the noble Lords that have beeri Grand Masters.
VII. The TREASURER'’s Song.
N. B. Thétwolaatlinaqfaachqcrui&achorsq.
G R AN T me, kind heaven, what I reguest,
In Masonty let e be blest,
Direct me to that ]’mgf)y place o
Where friendship smiles in every face;

‘Where freedom and sweet innocence
Enlarge the mind and chear the sense.

‘Where sce, d regson from her throne
Survéys thgwlidge, and makes us one;
And harmony’s delightful sway '
For ever sheds ambrosial daly; -
ere we blest Eden’s pleasure taste,
‘Whilst balmy joys are cur repast. -

No prying eye can view us here,
No fool or knave disturb our chear;
Our well-form’d laws set mankind free,
And give relief to misery:
The poor oppress’d with woe and grief,
Gain from our bounteous hands relief,

Our lodge the social virtnes
And wisdom’s rules we fondly trace s
Whole nature open to our view,
Points out the paths we should pursue.
Let us subsist in lasting Em)e,
An@ may our happiness increase.
To all charitadle Masons.
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VIIL The SWORD-~-BEARER’s Song.
N. B. The last two lines of each verse is the chorvs.

O all who M despise, .
T This oonnse‘l'mm:p
" Den’t ridicule, if you are wise,
A ‘secret you don’t know. )
Yourselves you banter, but not it,
You shew your sg!oen, but not your wit.
ith a Fa, la, s, 1a, Ja.
Inspiring virtue by our rules,
2“% Omd'bei secure,
‘We have compassion for those feols,
‘Who think our acts impure :
‘We know from ignorance
Such mean opinion of our deeds.
With a Fa, &e.
If union and sincerity
- Have a pretence to please,
'We Brothers of Freemasonry
. Lay justly claim to these.
To state disputes we ne’er give birth,
Qur motto friendship is, and mirth.
With a Fa, &eo.
Then leot us la ginoe we've impos’d
On those wh‘;g:ake a pothet,
And ery the secret is disclos’d
By some false-hearted Brother;
The mighty secret’s gain’d, they boast,
From post-boy and from ﬂlying post.
With a Fa, la, Ia, Ia, la.
To all Masters and Wardens of regular lodges.

"IX. An ODE-to the FrEx-Masgoxs.
N. B. The two last lines of each verse is the chorus.

Y Masons art th’ aspiring domes
In stately columns shal] arise: -
All climates are their native o8,
Their learned astions reach the skies.
HarouandKingneysmt}mirnme,
‘While poets sing their lasting fame.
Grest.Nohlo,Gen’m,GoodagdBum
.Areﬁﬂeatheymost{:sﬂyelum;
Their deeds shalll live beyond the grave,
‘Which those unborn shall loud proclaim.
Time shall their glorious acts enrol,
‘While love and friendship charm the soul.
To the lasting honowr of Free-Masons.
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X. An ODE to MaBORRY, by Brother J. BAXOK 8.
N.B. Thetwolast lines of each verse is the horus.

NIUS of Masonry desoend,
» In mystioc numbers while we sing ;
our souls, the oraft defend,
And hither all thy influence bnzﬁ:
With social thoughts our bosoms
And give thy turn to every will.

‘While yet Batavia’s wealthy
Neglect thy beauties to explore ;

And winding Seine, adorn’d with tow’rs,
Laments thee wand’ring from his shore ;
%ere spread thy wings, and glad these isles,

arts reside, and freedom smiles.

Behold the lodge rise into view,
The work of industry and art;
*Tis grand, and regular, and truey
For so is each good Mason’s heart.
Friendship cements it from the
And secrecy shall fence it roun .

A stately dome o’erlooks our east,
Like orient Phwbus in the mern
And two tall pillars in the west
At onoe support us and adorn.
Upholden thus the structure stands,
ntouch’d by sacrilegious hands.

For, concord form’d, our souls agree,
Nor fate this union shall destroy :

Our toils and sports alike are free, ©.
And all is harmony and joy. '

So SALEM’S temple rose by rule,

‘Without the noise of noxious tool.

As when AupPHION tun’d his song,
E’en rocks the music knew;
Smooth'd into form, they glide along,
And to a THEBES the desart grew:
8o at the sound of Hirax’s voice
We rise, we join, and we rejoioe.

Then may our vows to virtne move,
To virtue own'd in all her parts :
Come, candour, innocence and love,
Come and possess our faithful heartss

T oo toed the by Boors
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As thou ASTREA (tho;efsr:;nmmth,
men én men
Thou fed'stto olaim celestial ﬁ' .
wa from Olympus wing thy way :
And mindful of thy antient seaty,
Be present still where Masons meet.

Immortal scienee too be near,
(We own thy empire o’er the mind)
Dress’d in thy radiant robes appear,
With all thy beautious train behind ;
Invention young and blooming there,
Here geometry with rule and square.

In t's fabrio® ing dwelt,
BAnVul man breastzs cl:)ul virt;uit'hide:
ut can's e building fel
‘And Bruus, last of Romans, d°d:  +
Since when, dispers'd the sisters rove,
Or fill paternal thrones above.

Baut lost to half of human race,
‘With us the virtues shall revive ;
And, driv'n no more from place to place,
. Here science shall be kept alive :.
And manly taste, the child of sense,
Shall banish vice and dulness henoe.

United thus, and for these ends, -
Let soorn deride, and envy rail;
From age to age the Craft descends,
And what we build shall never fail :
Nor shall the world our works survey ;
But every Brother keeps the key!

[The following Songs were not in the London Edition
of this Book, but selected from other Collestions, and
here added, for the Benefit of the SUBSCRIBERS.]

SONG XI. .
I
IN G Solomon, that wise mﬁcﬁor,
In Masonry took great dglig t;
And Hiram, that great architector, -
Whose actions shall ever shine bright ;
From the huvart of a true honest
There's none can the secret remove ;
Our maxims are justice, morality,
i ip and Brotherly-love.
Fa, Ia, In, &o.

* The Ptolmesan Library.

Fer
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.

‘We meet like true friends on the square,
ﬁ.ﬁg part on a level.that’sdﬁﬁr; :

e we respect King and beggar,
Provided they're just and sinoere :
‘We soorn an ungenerous action,
None can with Freemasqons compere ;
‘We love for to live within eompass,
By rules tliat are honest and foir.

Fa, la, la, &o.

- I,

Suceess to all Accepted Masons,
There’s nons can their honour pull down;,
Feor e’er sirice the. glorious creation,
These brave men were held in renown :
When Adam was King of all pations, .
He form’d a plan with'all 3 :
And soon made a sweet habitation, . 7
For him and his companion Eve.

Fa, la, la, &o. )

Iv.
We exclude all talkative fellows,
That will babble and prate past their wit;
They ne’er shall come into-our secret,
For they’re neither worthy nor fit:
Bat the that's well recommended,
And we find them honest and true ;
‘When our lodge is well tyl'd we'll prepare *em,
Like Masons our work we’ll pursue,
"~ Fala, la, &o.

v.
There’s some foolis reject us,
For which they’re %o blame ;

The art’s e divine inspiration,
As all honest men will declare;
8o here’s to all true-hearted Brothers,
That Nve within compass and square.
Fa, la, la, &o. .
To all those who live within compass and square. -

SONG XIIL

The peide *‘.ﬁ“&“";m"-“‘%m"
(] (-] »
e
, I your )
Your actions praise, .?m'
Yet still I'll live a mmdd.m
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None shall untie ng virgin sone,

Baut one to whom the secret’s known,
B T
w| e great an combi
To raise, with generous design, .

Man to felimgi;;x.l

The 1 exéludes the fop and fool,

The plodding knave and party tool,
That liberty would sell ; ’

The noble, faithful, and the brave,

No, golden charms can e’er deceive,
In slavery to dwell,

This said, he bow’d, and went away ;
Apply'd, was made wihout delay,
Th ’d to her lns
e fair one granted his request,
Connubial joys their days have blest,
And may they e'er remain.

SONG XII. .

ONCE I was blind and could not see,
And all was dark me round,
Bat Providence provided me, .
And soon a friend I found ;
Thro’ hidden paths my friend me led,
Such paths as babblers ne’er shall tresd.
N With a Fa, la, Ia, la, Ia, Ia.

He took all stumbling blocks away,
That I might walk secure,
And brought me, long ere break of day,
To Sol’s bright temple door,
By belp of aghor apell and sound.
Y help of magie, spell an
‘With a ¥a, la, &o.

The curber of my rash awemp' t
Did then my bieast alarm,
And hinted I was not exempt -
W]lqu:i free from double harm ;:'le
ich put a stop to rising pri
Andmademetnl:stmomtomyénide.
With a Fal, la, &ec.

With sober pace I then was led,

And to Sol’s bright throne;
‘Where I was oblig’d to stop

Till I myself made known;
‘With hideous noise I round was brought
For to, obtain that which I sought.
: N With a Fa, la, &c.
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In humble and due form,
I list'ned with good will;
Instead of mighty noise and storm,
All then was calm and still,
iy tie
ite e g o an . N
qoite x%’ithul?a,h,&o.

The guardian of this mystic harm,
In shining jewels drest,
Said that I need to fear no harm,
If faithfol was my breast;
For though to rogues he was severe,
No harm an honest man need fear.
With a Fa, la, &o.

Bright ‘Wisdom, from his awful throne,
Bid darkness to withdraw;
NoAs:gntﬁr said but it was dlone,
ﬂl—g‘l’e&t &1118! BAW
But what they were—I now won't tell,
But safely in my breast shall dwell.
. With a Fa, la, &o.

Then round and round me he did tie
An antient, noble charm;
‘Which future darkness will defy,
And ward of cowans harm;
With instruments, in number three,
To learn the art of GEOMETRY.
‘With a Fa, la, &o.

SONG XIV.

thrice fow,
Y%Vhom hmpyhave been true
In ooncord and unity found;
Let us sing rejoice,
And unite ev’ry voice,
To send the gay o© around.

CHORUS.
Like pillars we stand,
An immoveable band,
e BT Rk paas the geserous glase
y s the generous
To Masonry; fnen(kﬁ; dhd lgm. :
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First laid the -fair plan
‘Whereon 'we © .
The cement of harmony and moe

Chor. Like pillars we stand,

‘Whose firmness of hearts
T ﬂl;‘airtre?u;eofam, )
o the eye of the vulgar unknown;
Whoyoelmtreombeam
New dignity and fame .
_To the pulpit, the bar and the throne. *
Chor. Like pillars we stand, &o.

The great David's son,
Unmatched Solomon, -

As recorded in sacred page,
Throngh Masonry became
The first fav’rite of fame,

The wonder and pride of his age.

Chor. Like pillars we stahd, &ov

Indissoluble bands
Qur hearts and our hands
In social benevolence bind ; . |
For, true to his cause,
By immutable laws,
A Hason's a friend to mankind.
Chor. Like pillars we stand, &o.

Let joy fly around,

And peace, olive-bound,
Preside at our mystical rites,

‘Whose conduot maintains
And freedom with order unites. -
Chor. Like pillars we stand, &o.

Nor let the fair maid
Qur mysteries dread,

Or think them rep t to love; -
To beauty we bend, -0
And her empire defend,

Her emlgn-e derived from above.

Chor. Like pillaxs we stand, &o.

°  Binocere and u; t, -
Onthelevelofvirgnetoshnd;
g:l:ortalmbe .
as we,
wxﬁanr?;f{m.dm'mmmm
Chor. Like pillars we stand, &o.-
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SONG XV. -

Health to our sisters let’s drink ;
For why should pot thay -
Be remember'd, I pray,
‘When of us they so often do think;
When of us they so often do think.

- "Tis they gjve the chiefest delight ;
Tho wine chears the'mind,
And Masonry’s kind,
These keep us in transports all night.
These keep us in: transports all wight.

SONG XVL

SSEMBLED and tyl'd, let us social
With the Monarch that sits on the ne,

For he charges a 5lass. and round let it pass,

To celebrate antient 8t. John.
Tho' babblers may prattle in shewing their spleen,

Their spite we compare to the drone, .
For in sweet harmony,.in love we'll agree,

To celebrate antient St. John.

The world’s in pain our secrets to gain,
In ignoranco%gznthem think on, o

-For in sweet harmomry in love we’ll agree,
To eelebrate antient 8t. John.

With toast after toast let us drink to the King,
Rememb’ring the great Solomon,

For his actions were rare, by the compass and square,
Thus celebrate antient 8t. Jobn. -

Then join hand in hand, in a body firm stand,
Lovunts m e g v the ladics and King,
t us love, sing, love the ladies i

Thus celébratp antient 8t. Jobn. . - '

SONG XVII

WEhavenoidlepn y
Of either Whig or Tory ;
But each agrees,
To live at ease,
And sing er tell a story.

CHORUS.

- To the brim; :

Let it round the table roll;
The divine,
Tells-youn wine,

Chears the body and the soul.
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We're nls‘uys men of pleasure,

ing pride and H
m%epkmm anl:i’,‘;gh, ’
Prescribe us rules,
" 'We are sinoere and hearty.
Chor. Fill to him, &o.

If an Aocepted Mason,

8hou'd talk of high or low church
‘We'll set hita down,
A shallow crown,

And understand him no church.

Chor. Fill to him, &e.

The world is all in darkness,
About us they cenjeeture;
But little think,
. A and drink,
Succeeds the Masons lsctare.

Chor.  Fill to him, &o.

Then, landlord, bring a hogshead,
And in the oom:r?ﬁm it;
Till it rebound, - -
With hollow sound,
Each Mason here will face it.

Chor.  Fill to him, &o. ‘
T the memory of him who first planted a vins.

SONG XVIL

Mason one time .
Was cast for & orime
Which malice had put a bad face on;
And then, without thought,
To a gibbet was brought
The Free and the Aocepted Mason,
And then, without thoaght, &o.

énd when :e came there,

e put up his pray'r,.

For heav'n top ity iu{;ase on!
His King he espy’d,
‘Who in progreas. did ride,

‘Was a Free and an Acocepted Mason.
His King he espy'd, &e.

Then out a sign flew, .
Which the Grand Master knew,
Who rode up to know the occasion ;
Ask’d who had condemn’d
So worthy a friend
As a Free and an Accepted Mason
Ask’d who had condemp’d, &o.
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He tried the cause,
Andheionndouttbeﬂnn.
to;nshoemdxeuon.
" He tutk’d up the
- And all that bore gru
To the Free and the Accepted l[uon
He tucked up the judge, &co.

Though ignorant pride

Our secmigzl demlel:

Or foolish conjectures occasion,
They ne’er shall divine
The word or the sign

Of a Free and an Accepted Mason,
They ne’er shall divine, &o.

Y

May honour and honesty -ever distinguish the Brethre.:

SONG XIX.

O M E follow, follow me,
Ye jovial Masons Frees
Come follow all the rules
That e’er was t m sohooh,
Solomon, that
‘Jho honour to the Craft dxd

He’s ustly call’d the wise,
e doth reach the skies,
End upon the square, .
did'the ple rear;
With true level, plumb, and gage,
He prov’d the wonder of the age.

The mighty Mason Lords
Stood firmly to thelr words,

They had it in esteem,

For which they’re justly deem’d:
Why should not their example prove
Our present Craft to live in love?

The Royal Art, and Word,
Is kept upon record,
With upright hearts and pure,
‘While sun and moon endgre :
- Not written, but indented on
The heart of every Fréemason.

And as for Hiram’s art
‘We need not to im
The Seripture plainly shows
From whenoce knowledgo flows ;
His genius was so much refin’d,
His peer he has not left behind.



A Trenslation of the Latin, in the description of the
Banquetting Hall of the Lodge at Marseilles; for tlie
benefit of such of my readers as are unacquainted
with that tongue.

The MAsoNS at Marseilles have ereoted thijs monmntof their

affection to their most belovéd King.

Fidelity to God, our King, and Country.
Prudence. ’ Charity.
Fortitude. - = . Fidelity.
Pardon! Filial debt.
Patience. Paternal love.
Hmmh (A)ib;dieqo'g;lg .

P ' 8-giving.

Per - Hospitality.

Here virtue, wisdom, beauty, fix'd their seat,
Love joins their hearts, and piety the tie.

Here peace we give, and here by turns receive
One eqml law of high and low the lot.

The Master, Vice-Master, and whole body of the
Masons of Marseilles have erected these different
examples of the virtues and monuments of fraternal
liberality, proposed to the imitation of their Brethren ;
to the honour of the Supreme Architect of the whole
world, in the year of light 6765. °

FINTIS.
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®riginal Bevication,

HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS AUGUSTUS FREDERIC

OUKE OF SUSSEX AND INVERNESS, BARON ARKLOW,
M, W. GRAND MASCER OF MASONS, &C., &C.

. MayY 1T PLEASE YOUR Roru. Hieaness,

I rakE the liberty to dedicate a Book on Masonry to
you. Your rank at the head of the Fraternity, and high
station in society, distinguish you as the fittest personage
to patronize such a work. It will, I expect, prove in-
structive and profitable to Masons in particular, and
induce men in general, who read it, to appreciate the
Masonic pnnclple in its truth and virtue. My intention
in writing it is’ to supply e deszdcratum, viz., & volume
containing the instructions, documents, and discipline of
the Masonic Economy, in all its bemngs. The use of it
must be obvious. It will plainly and completely tell
the Craft their eternal and temporal obligations, and
afford the uninitiated a fair review ‘and estimate of Ma~
sonry, as much as it can be universally known in the
reflection and effect of its bengfit and beauty.

It argues well for your Royal Highness’s head and
heart, that you are warmly interested in promoting Ma-
sonry. Your presiding with ability, as you do, in the
Chair of the Grand Lodge, (in which the Prince Regent
presided before, and a popular. nobleman at present
going to shed lustre on his Majesty’s Eastern E(lg;pire.
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sat as an applauded Substitute,) superadds a bright
advantage to the cause, and promises a better era to
Masons. Masons already look up to your Royal High-
ness a8 their MEcawas. Your presidency is hailed as
the day-spring from on high to dissipate the darkness
which obscures Masonry, and to develope its learning
and benevolence. Masonry, we know, is calcnlated to
ameliorate man in the world—to make him imjtate the
Divine Architect’s gttributes, and so to superinduce the
~ Maker’s image in the human mind. Its progress and
encouragement, if 8o, is very good. From the common
condition of man in the multitude, and its own peculiar
Constitution, Masonry must be confined and limited at
all times. However, if it be judiciously managed, it will
tend to humanize and bless mankind. So the occult
operation of elementary fire insinuates its powers, and
feeds all nature,—its fostering heat is every where, and
its ferveht force is found in each material substance.
May the warmth and light of Masonry be regulated and
directed by means of your Royal Highness, diffusing
solid comfort and satisfactory entertainment in the com-
munity, assisting the advancement of the Arts and Sci-
ences, and inspiring your own illustrious breast with the
consolations arising from a conseiousness of doing good.
In the faithful spirit of this sacred sentiment, I beg to
subscribe myself, ’
May it please your Royal Highness,
Your very obedienf Servant,
And truly deveted Fellow-Member of
" The Fraternity of Freemasons,

JONATHAN ASHE, D.D., M.M.

Bristol, Nov. 1, 1813.
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THE ANCIENT FRATERNITY

or

FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS. -

o

WorTrY BRETHREN,

I feel it necessary to address you in editing a new
work on Masonry. Many among you are aware that a
Masonic ManvaL was wanted, both for Lodges and
individuals, in order to supply a summary of the princi-
ples and duties of the Brotherhood, as much as the
economy of Masonry can or ought to be explained in
such a manner. ‘I humbly hope that I have succeeded
in contracting and combining the spirit and provisions.of
Masonry, so as to present the analysis and interest of it
in an unperplexed and undivided body of obligation and
ethics. In the progress of this interesting task, which I
found more arduous than I expected, I had to consult
the recorded history and detached writings of Masons in
every age and era of the world. As I diselaim originality
I shall not be accused of plagiarism, and it ‘might be
even prolix to enumerate the sources and authorities
from which I derived and took my materials. I do
think it right, however, to mention the respected names
of PrEsTON, SmiTH, FurNoueH, .and Cavrcorr,! a8 au-

11t is rather extraordinary that our worthy Brother should have
omitted the name of HUTCHINSON, when enumerating the authors to
whose labours he had been indebted in the compilation of his work ;
becanse he has borrowed more matter from ¢ The Spint of Masonry,”
tha.n from all the rest combined.—EDITOR. ©)
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thors to whom I am particularly indebted for enabling
me to preserve a regulated arrangement in setting forth
the doctrine and discipline of Masonry.

A member, as I am, of the sacred profession, som¢
blame may be attached to me for writing on Masonry
I have been an admirer of it for many years; and I hop.
that my illustration of .it in this book will exculpate r.e
from the charge of profaneness in being a Mason, i.ad
continuing to admire its principles. If its econom, be
sometimes Bubject to abuse, it may be well asked, what
system or institution of human society can le kept

. entirely incontaminate? My book cannot fail' to have

some tendency to disabuse Masonry, and rescus it from
the unfair obloquy frequently cast upon it by individuals,
however gifted they might be, who possessed neither
opportunity or candour duly or truly to appreciate its
merits. A few men of talent have attacked it with some
apparent success, but I need not observe to Masons that
they were, after all their efforts, impotent assailants.
Truth may be aspersed and traduced, buf it cannot be
destroyed, or put down from the adamantine basis on
which it stands. In kingdoms and dynasties of despot-
ism, Masonry was always watched with jealousy, if not
excluded by tyranny. But the Government of England
was never hostile to it, because, being founded in the
genius of civil liberty, it always made truth its ally.
In France, at any time, Masonry could not be tolerated

by the ruling powers? Arbitrary sovereignty extinguishes

* The French Masons, during the last century, spoke of-English
Freemasonry in the mest absurd and improbable terms, olassing it
amongst societies of a ridiculous tendency, which they ignoreatly
affirm we oall coteries. ¢ Les Cotterles de Gras et de Maigres, des
Rois, de 8t. George, des Voisons Logés dans une méme rue; des
Nigands et des Buveurs de Bierre de Brunswick, des Duellistes, de
Deux Sols, des Laids, des Gauds au frange, des Amoureux; la Cot-
terie Eternelle, et nombre d’autres.  La Cotterie Eternelle, qui n’a
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the spirit of discussion, whenever individuals presume to
- erect themselves into a private or secret body. And
should even the story which the Abbé Baruel published
with such seundingsolemnity, be founded in truth, the
charge cannot come home to British Masons, eémposed

they are of the sovereign himself, the sons of the
sovereign, and the nobility of the realm, as well as the
most loyal and excellent supporters of the Constitution
and Commonwealth. Indeed, Baruel sufficiently invali-
dated his own allegations against Masons. It is plain
that every Masonic Lodge to which he was admitted,
(without taking the necessary obligations which guard
Masonry, as if by ¢ a flaming sword,””) constituted merely
a secret club of Jacobins, as sanguinary &s the eriginal
conspirators who met in the Rue de St. Jacques. His
charges thus fall to the ground; and it is evident that
he is an enemy to British freedom, and also ignorant of
Masonry, to all its intents and purposes.

Baruel’s book is, no doubt, not only a libel on Mason-
ry, but insidiously libellous to the civil and religious
polity, which Britons support as the pure eternal head-
spring out of which all their benefits and blessings flow,
and to which Masons never cease to wish prosperity in
the sentiment of Father Paul—Esto Perpetua!!! :

The writer of this work will be sorry, indeed, if it
frustrate his expectations of utility in its circulation.

6t instituée que vers la fin du guerres civiles &’ Angleterre, et qui a
souffert quelques interruptions, avoit pourtant déja consommé au
commencement de ce sidcle, cinquante tonneaux de tabac, trente
mille pidces du bierre, mille bariques du vin rouge du Portugal, deux
cens pipes d’eau-de-vie,” &o, The author adds, that by Freemasons
*1a bouteille s’appelle baril; il y a qui disent barigue, cela est in-
different.. On donne au vin l¢ nom de poudre, anssi bien qu's I'eauns
avec cette différence, que I’un est poudre rouge, et 'antre Poudre
blanche, On n’a que de gobelets, qu’on appelle canons.” (L'Ordre
des Franc Masons trahi; par ’Abbé Perau, p. 13, 41.) What
superlative trash is this !—EDITOR.
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For the entertainment of Masons it was chiefly made,
and it is fondly hoped it will afford them a considerable
degres of information and use. In this laudable expec-
tation it is submitted by the author, who begs to sub-
scribe himself, with faithful good wishes for the success
of Masonry, and the honour and advantage of all ita
members,
Their truly Obedient Servant,
‘. Friend and Brother,
 JONATHAN ASHE, D.D., MM

Brigol, Nov,, 1813.

3
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Tae appearance of & New Bdition of the Masonio
MaNvAL, demands § few observations from its Editor.
It has yndergone a thoreugh revision, and many verbal
amendments have been introduced, as will appear from
a comparison with the former editions. And this is not
the only improvement which has heen attempted Ex-
planatory notes have heen added; and it is hoped the
inquiring Brother may derive some impartant information
from these desultory appendages. :

- The work contains much of the morality which had
been interwoven into the Lectures of Masonry, as they
existed at the time ,when it was written; and many
ceremorial details have also been incorporated into its
pages. And although considerable alterations have been
made in the Lectures since that period, they have not
materially affected those portions of the symbolical sys-
tem which have been here introduced.” With indefatigable
industry, our author has selected the most valuable illus-
trations from all the authentic publjcations on Masonry,
and has a.rranged them in such a manner as to form a
consecutive series of Arguments which may he delivered
from the Chair of a Lodge with benefit to the hearers.
He has succeeded in stringing together a constellation
of gems, against the purity of which the most inveterate
seeptic can find nothing to object.

It is true, and I make the admission with regret, that
some of our own Brethren—men of rank, talent, and

©®)
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virfue—appear to entertain a repugnance to the promul-
gation, through the press, of Masonic writings. This is
undoubtedly an error in judgment, although it may ori-
ginate in the purest feelings for the prevalence of truth
and moral rectitude. Had it not been for the influence
of recent publications on Masonry, delineating its moral
tendency, its science, and its philosophy, I am persuaded
the Order would not now have heen in existence. Half
a century ago public feelmg was in arms against it;—
prejudice had arrayed it in the garb of vice, m'ehglon,
and atheism ;—it was represented s a monster of ini-
quity, brooding in its o¢cult Lodges over the contemplated
destruotion of civil and religious order amongst mankind,
whilst writers of character and talent denounced it from
the press! Their confident assertions were received
with avidity at that awful period of political agitation,
and excited against the Craft the bitterest feelings of
hatred and ill-will; and, if they had remained unan-

! Phus, Le Frane, who wrote shortly after the French Revolution,
desigoated Freemasonry as ‘4 hidden and emblematical system of
Equality and Deism ; and undertook 4o demonstrate that ** it menaced
approaching ruin both to Church and State.” The Abbe Baruel was
still more plajn and pointed. He professed to *explain the means
and sucoours which Freemasonry afforded to the modern sophisters
in the French Revolution, and to show how much it ¢hreatened the
social orders of the world,” (vol. ii., p. 262). A little further on he
says, ‘‘thosé did not mislead ns who, formerly initiated into those
mysteries, at length owned that they had been dupes; that all that
equality and liberty, which they had treated as mere play, had already
proved a most desperate game for their country, and might bring
ruin on the whole universe. And I have met with many of these
adepts since the revolution, both in France and elsewhere, who had
formerly been sealous Masons, but latterly confessing with bitterness
this fatal secret, which reduces the whole science of Masonry, like
the French Revolution, to these two words, Equality and Liberty,”
(p- 268). These charges, and others of a still more serious nature
and tendeney, were re-echoed by Professor Robison and others, to the
groat detriment of the Order.
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swered, through an injudicious aversion to publications
on Freemasonry, the Order would have been in danger
of total annihilation. It was saved by the zeal of a few
intrepid Masonic authors.

What is the state of Freemssonry now? Since her

cause has been advacated from. the press, the charges
urged against her with such pertinacity and confidence
have been discovered to be groundless and untrue; the
torrent which threatened to overwhelm her has exhausted
its force ; numerous flourishing Lodges existed where Ma~
sonry was formerly a by-word and a reproach; the
numbers of the Brethren -have doubled and trebled; her
charities are abundant; her members virtuous and hap-
py; and never was there a timé in the annals of Masonry,
when she was such a blessing to the Brethren at large ;
and in such general estimation amongst those who have
not been admitted into her communion. All this amount,
of good I have no Hesitation in attributing, almost solely,
to the judicious publications on the' subject of Masonry
which have appeared during the present and the latter
end of the last century; and much of it to the leading
periodical and organ of the Craft—the ¢ Freemuon ]
Quarterly Review.”

As an evidence of the accaracy of this deduction, the
present state of Freemasonry in America, (notwith-
standing a most unfavourable occurrence which was
calculated to throw it into the.shade a few.years ago),
may be safely cited. It has a Grand Lodge in every
State; and at least one periodical under the patronage
of every Grand Lodge. Prizes are offered annually for
the best Essay on the true principles of the Craft, which
is published by authority; and the transactions of Grand
Lodge are distributed in the form of a printed pamphlet
throughout the world. - In consequence of these judi-
cious proceedings, I am told that almost every third
male adult throughout the whole population, eligible
for admission into the Order, is a Mason, and, as we learn
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from the printed Transactions of the Grand Lodge of
New York,* Dec. 2, 1840, “the Institution flourishes
in all the States with vigour and beau

% At the above Grand Lodge, the M. W. Grand Master made the
following gratifying communieation to the Brethten. Ho #aid, “The
duties of the Masonjc governments correspend with those of the
awvil governments of states; they are to promote the peace, security,
prosperity, and hajpiness of the people; in times of danger to afford
protection, by the wise applmahon of their own powers, or by the
powers of their allies; in periods of prosperity, to give the best
direction to the ourrent of popular activity, by the elevation of the
"sundard of knowledge and virtwe, and by cultivating foreign relations
and internal improvements. Such has been the oourse pursued by
this Grand Lodge, steadily and undeviatingly, through the whole
period of the present Grand Mastership. Amongst the means which
have been adopted to strengthen and seoure the union, integrity, and
purity of the Order, is the system which is now gradually going into
operation, and which,, when fully developed, wil conoentrate in this
body every facility for the communication and reception of intelli-
gence, and for the cultjvation of those fraternal relations throughout
the world which constitute the UNITY, USEFULNESS, and GLORY of
ous Institution. Everywhere within this jurisdiotion there exists a
strong desire for infofmation, not only as to what this Grand Lodge
is doing, but what all ‘other Grand Lodges are doing. This desire
after information on all subjects relating to the progress and state of
the Order, affords a sure evidence that the spirit of the Institution is
vigorous and active; and it is the duty, and has been the determination,
of the Grand Oﬁce'r: to afford every encouragement to the increase
and diffusion of useful knowledge. Our foreign correspondence has
been lazrgely extended, ‘and is still advancing in extent and interest,
and the result has been an increased demand for the publications of
this Grand Lodge, so that the very large editions of the Transactions
wsually printed will now scarcely suffice. At the same Grand Lodge,
the Grand Secretary asked permission to present thé prospectus of a
work which he contemplated publishing, under the title of ‘a Portrait
Gallery of Eminent -American Freempsons, and History of the Ma-

_sanio Institution in the United States.’ The proposed address to the
Fraternity and the prospectus was then read ; whereupon the follow-
ing Resolution was unanimously adopted :—* That this Grand Lodge
highly approve of the proposed work of the Bt. W. Grand Secretary,
entitled the Portrait Gallery of Eminent American Freemasons, and
recommend it to the patronsge of the Fratemity.’”
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From these facts and arguments the conclusion is
inevitable, that a discouragement of judicious publica~
tions on the subject of Masonry is decidedly prejudicial
to the Order; because it would have a tendency to pre-
vent the dissemination of Masonic principles, and obstruct
their certain effect—the amelioration of public morals,
and the diffusion of a genial system of science and philo-
sophy, which would essentially conduce to ‘the best
_interests of religion and virtue. '

Scopwick Vicarage, Aug. 14th, 1843,
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Tuaz author of the *“Masonic Manual” ventures to
invite the attention of the public to a subject, which has
for several years excited considerable curiosity, but no
profound or solid investigation.

In accompanying him through this-arduous duty, he
trusts the reader will not expect from. him a rhetoric fo
admire, or an eloquence to applaud; these are endow-
ments which the Mason has neither leisure to cultivate
nor to acquire; therefore, he has aimed at nothing but
simplicity and truth, and has even divested himself of
such technical terms as might perplex the reason of those

‘who are pot desirous of entering into useless refinements,

and tedious abstractions. . .
Long has the greater part of mankind laboured under
prejudices against Masonry, which might have been
avoided by an acquaintance with the manners and prin-
ciples of that ancient Society. During the study of
most sciences, we notice improvements unknown to the
majority of the people; and in no one instance have they
become more conspicuous than in the study of Masonry,
and particularly that portion of it whieh relates to the

. origin and progress of that truly sublime establishment.

Since the wild conjectures of deluded men were ban
ished from the annals of Masonry, the study of ‘Masonry
bhas become one of the most useful and pleasing to all of
an enlightened understanding. In the ¢ Masonic Manual”
the science is characterised by a manner hostile only to
the pride of the pedantic scholar. The author has the
honour to open some of the most extensive scenes—let
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their magnificence lead the intelligent. An entrance is
desired, that the wonderful greatness and wisdom dis-
played in the system of Masonry may be eontemplated
with rapture, in parts neglected by .the vulgar as a
“dreary void.” For his part, although imperious circum-
stances frequently compelled him to suspend his views,
still he brought with him an undecayed sensibility to
their attractions, and & determination to perform his daty
with all the assiduity and zeal he was. eapable of exert-
ngonsogrmdmdmportsnt an tecasion. |

It is not a little to the honour of the present age, that
so many gentlemen of liberal fortune and respectable
families have dedicated much of their time, and not'a
little of their -wealth, to sustain the cause of Masonio
acience and Masomnic character. This observation will,
undoubtedly, from the association of ideas, recall the
names of Preston, of Smith,-of Fumough, and of Calcott,
to familiar recollection.

Of the writers on ‘Mesonry, the author mentions the
names of those who have endeaveured to make them-
selves acquainted with the objeet of his immediate inves-
tigation. Arnd yet how imperfect was the information
they obtained! However, his object i not to criticise,
but to inform. What others have not done he has
endeavoured to do. And if the sublimity of a subject
can exalt an author, he flatters himeelf Lis Dissertation
on Masonry will raise him to the top of the eompass.

That the Society of Free and Aceepted Masons pos-
sess a grand secret among themselves, is an undoubted
faot; what this grend secret is, or of what unknown
maeterials it eonsiste, mankind in general, not dignified
with the Order, have made the most ridiculous supposi-
tions; the ignorant have thought that we confer with
the devil, and many other eontemptible surmises have
been promulgated, too tedious to mention and too dull
to laugh at; while the more polished part of mankind



puzzle thempelves with reflections more refined, though
" equally absurd. To dispel the opinionative mist, is the
euthor’s infemntion ; and, however rash the step may be
thought, that he, a mere atom in‘the grand system,
should attempt so difficult, se niee a task, yet he flatters
himself that he shall not only get clear over it, but also
meet with the united plsudits both of the public and of
his Brethren, .

Religion, morality, Masonic polity, in fine, every thing
important and interesting has been carefully selected, to
add to the illumination of the «“ Masonic Manual.” But
while the affaira of Masonry have been its preminent
trait, no pains were spared to render it worthy the peru-
sal.of the classic. apd. the statesman; nor is it so silent
on science in general as not to be capable of contributing
to the information and amusement of all classes. To
detect sophistry, to denounce cabal, are its unremitting
endeavours. In defeating -the designs of the disaffected,
in frustrating the machinations of the ill-disposed, in
unmasking the factious. spirit.of an organized opposition
to Masenry, its utmost efforts are constantly exerted. It
forms upon the whole, a standard of Masonic principles,
adapted not only to subdue a spirit of opposition, but
also to check the progress of error, as likewise to infuse
throughout the Order a true Masonic ardour, with a
refined sense of honour, a ngld regard for discipline,
sound principles of science, and an exalted notion of
independence, with a becoming reverence for thé Insti-
tution. In the exposure of error, in the pursuit of pre-
judice, it endeavours to aid the energies of the Brethren;
and for the overthrow of licentiousness, which otherwise
must effect the abridgement of Masonic liberty, it never
relaxes in its efforts to excite the resources of the
Society.

It has been the peculiar province of this work to offer

many ideas that have escaped its contemporaries ; and
2
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amongst its proud features of distinetion are those of
virtue, eonnsfency, and principle.

Such is the nature of the ‘Masonic Manual.” By
the. unadulterated purity of its principles it must ulti-
mately ecommand the admiration of all parties, and can-’
not fail to extort a degree of approbation from the
candour even of those whom it reluctantly condemns.
Though- it may be the object of others to divest public
opinion of all respect for Masonry—of all love for that
illustrious Order,it has been the endeavour of the guthor
to guard them againet the consequences of such eonduct,
so sedulously broached fdr the poisoning of their minds,
the corruption of their manners, the contaminating those
sources of comfort and distinction which gladden and
adorn social life. In the exposure of misconduet, in the
reprobation of imposture, his only aim has beent to cor-
rect ersor, and te work amendment. That-he has not
altogether failed in his attempts, may be collected from
a reference to the work, and for which the author solicits
the patronage of the public and the Fraternity.
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MASONIC MANUAL.

ARGUMENT 1.

ON THE NATURE AND NECESSITY OF THE MASONIC
SOCIETY, AND THE DUTY INCUMBENT ON MASONS TO
.ACT AS UPRIGHT AND HONOURABLE MEN.

Ir we duly consider Man, we shall find him a social
being; and, in effect, such is his nature, that he cannot
well subsist alone: for out of society he could neither
preserve life, display nor perfect his faculties and talents,
nor attain any real or solid happiness. Had not the God
of Nature inténded him for society, he would never have
formed him subject to such a variez of wants and infir-
mities. This would have been highly inconsistent with
divine wisdom, and the regularity of divine omniscience:
on the contrary, the very necessities of human nature
unite men together, and fix them in a state of mutual
dependence on one another. For, select the most per-
fect and accomplished of the human race,—a Hercules
or a Sampson, a Bacon or a Boyle, 8 Locke or a Newten ;
nay, we need not except Solomon himself,—and suppose
him fixed alone, even in this happy country, where
Nature, from her bounteous stores, seems to have formed
another Eden, and we should soon find him deplorably.
wretched ; and, by being destitute of social intercourse,
deprived of every shadow of happiness.

erefore, for the establishment of our felicity, Provi-
dence, in its general system, with regard to the govern-
ment of this world, has ordained a reciprocal connection
between all the various parts of it, which cannot subsist
without a mutual dependence; and, from the human
mes down to the lowest parts of the creation, one
chain unites all nature. This is excellently observed,
and beautifully described, by a celébrated poet, in the
following lines :
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God in the nature of each being founds

Its proper bliss, and sets its proper bounds ;

But as he formed a whole, the whole to bless,

On mutual wants built mutual happiness.

8o from the first eternal order ran,

And creature link’d to creature, man to man.—PopE.

Under these circumstances, men must of necessity form
associations for their comfort and defence, as well as for
their very existence. Had revelation been altogether
silent on this point, yet we might, by the mere light of
nature, have easily discovered it to be our duty to be
kindly affectioned one to another. No system can be
more agreeable to the common sentiments of mankind,
nothing built upon surer terms of equity and reason,
than that I should- treat my fellow-creature with the
same candout and benevolence, with the same affection
and sincerity, I should expect myself. It is true this
was not delivered in express words till the time of Moses,
nor so fully explaiped and -understood as at the coming
of the prophets. Yet we have great reason to believe
* - that this was the first law revealed to Adam, immediately
upon his fall, and was a genuine precept of uncorrupted
nature. That every one is naturally an enemy to his
neighbour, was the malevolent assertion of the late
shi osopher Hobbs, one, who, vainly thinking himself
eeper versed in the principles of man than any before
him, and, having miserably corrupted his own mind by
many wild extravn¥ancies, concludl;d, from such acquired
corruption, that all men were naturally the same. How
to reconcile a tenet of this kind with the justness and
goodness of a Supreme Being, seems a task too difficult
or the most knowing person to execute; and the author
himself was contented barely to lay it down without the
least show of argument in its defence. That God should
be a being of infinite justice, creating us in a necessary
state of dependence on, and at the same time bring us
into the world with inclinations of enmity and cruelty
towards each other, is a confradiction so palpable as no
man can assert consistently with a reverential notion of
his Maker. And were there no sufficient proofs against
it, even from our im ct ideas of the Creator, the very
laws of nature would confute it. By the law of nature,
I would be understaod to mean, that will of God which
! is discoverable to us by the light of reason, without the
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assistance of revelation. Now nothing is more evident
than this grand maxim: that whatever principles and
actions have an inseparable connection with the public -
happiness, and are necessary to the well-being of society,
are fundamental laws of nature, and bear the stamp of
divine authority.

This will more evidently appear frofn the following
consideration. When the Grand Architect of the uni-
verse had, with the greatest wisdom, and most exact
proportion, formed this globe, and replenished it with
every thing necessary for life and ornament, hes last of
all, created man, after his own image, endowing him with
rational and immortal powers, :gequate to the present
and future hapginess for which he was designed.

But though he found himself in Paradisey where every
thing abounded for his sustenance and delight, yet, for
want of a creature of the same rational nature with
himself, his felicity was incomplete; so much did the
innate ideas of society possess and influence the human
mind from its first existence, that the highest enjoyments,
withont participation, were tasteless and unaflecting; a
strong proof that, even in the original state of human
nature, selfish and narrow principles bad noshare ; and
that to communicate blessings was to increase them. To
g:atify his wishes, enlarge his mind, and establish bis

fore imperfect happiness, God created an help-mate
for him, ‘ Woman, his last, best gift;” thereby enabling
him to exchange the solitary for the social life; ap im-
Eerfect for a perfeet bliss! . Now the human mind

egan to expand; a new train of ideas and affections
succeeded ; its joys were increased, and its wishes accom-
plished. These dispositions were continued with the
species, and man has ever since had recourse to society
as an essential means to humanize his heart, and amelio-
rate the enjoyments.of life.

But, alas! he being created free in the exercise of the
faculties, both of body and mind, and these faculties
being vitiated by sin in our first parents, the taint became
hereditary, and soon broke out in symptoms which fore-
boded destruction to the peace and happiness of the
world. Cain furnished an early and terrible instance of
the truth of this assertion, when,. of the first two broth-
ers that ever were on earth, one fell a victim to the
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envious fury of the other, and demonstrated that a train
of new l%asuions had teken possession of the human
- heart. Envy, hatred, and revenge now made their
appearance, and bloodshed and discord followed. Ties
of consanguinity first cemented mankind; but after the
sons of Noah had rendered the earth more populous, and
the , confusion of languages had separated one family
from another, vice and impiety boldly reared their heads.
Therefore, to remedy these dreadful evils, and avert their
eonsequences, the uniting vafious men, and different
orders, in the bonds of friendship, seemed the best and
surest method; and was, indeed, the greatest and -most
effectusl defence against the universal depravity of cor-
rupted human nature: it was here alone protection could
be had from ¢he attacks of violence, or the insinuations
of fraud, from the force of brutal strength, or the snares
of guilty design.

Further to promote these ends, and secure such bless-
ings, laws were now necessarily introduced for the safe
and advantage of every. individual; and of their goo
effects, we in this nation, ought to be better judges than
the whole world besides, for ours we may extol, as St.
Paul expresses himself, ¢ in confidence of boasting.”

If we confine ourselves to particular parts of seciety,
and treat the bodies of men, who, though members of,
and subordinate to the general system, unite themselves
into distinet eommunities, for their own immediate
advantage, and relatively for the public benefit, we shall
find some entering into such associations upon different
views to answer various purposes. We, of this nation
in particular, fear no ememy at our gates, no violence
from our neighbours, and I hope no treachery from our
friends; but assemble with men of similar opinions
and manuners, not out of necessity for the preserva-
tion of our lives, but to render them more beneficial
te others, and pleasing to ourselves ; by enabling us to
perform those duties, and afford that assistance te each
other in a united capacity, which, as individuals, we
“were unable to do.

To this kind of associations I shall confine myself in
the following work ; and shall treat on the ancient insti-
tution of Free and Accepted Masons in particular, an
establishment founded on the bemevolent intention of
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extending and confirming mutual happiness, upon the
best and truest principles of moral an Eocial virli):ge.'

For, among many instances of the above truth, appar-
ent to every intelligent person, let us reflect that in all
societies and governments there are some indigent and
miserable, whom we are taught to regard.as objects of
our eompassion and our bounty ; and it is our indispens-
able duty to aid suck with our counsel, commiserate
their afflictions, and relieve them in their distress.

) 'Tis what the happy to th’ unhappy owe,
For what man gives, the gods on bestow.—Porn.

This principle is the bond of peace, and the cement
of Masonic affection. Freemasons esteem it a virtue of
the most diffusive nature, not to be confined to particular

rsons, but extended to the whole human race, to admin-
ister assistance to whom it is their highest pride, and
their utmost wish, establishing friendahifps, and forming
connections, not by receiving, but conferring benefits.
As soon might the builder alone work through each
tedious course of an edifice without the assistance of his
fellow-craftsmen, as poor, helpless, unassisted man toil
through each chequered stage of human life.

The Almighty has, therefore, furnised men with dif-
ferent capacities, and blessed them with various powers,
that they may be mutually beneficial and sarviceable-to
each other; and, indeed, wherever we turn our eyes and
thoughts, we shall find scope sufficient to emgloy those
capacities, and exercise those powers, agreeably to the
celebrated maxim of the great Socratic disciple, that
we are not born for ourselves alone.

That we may not be too much elevated with the con-
templation of our own abundance, we should consider, no
man comes into this world without imperfections; that
we may not decline being serviceable to our fellow-
creatures, we should reflect, that all have their portion

1 To use the words of an elegant writer, Freemasonry is an insti-
tution, not as the ignorant and uninstructed vainly sypose, founded
on unmeaning mystery, for the encouragement of baocchanglian
fostivity, and support of mere good fellowship; but an institution
founded on eternal reason and truth, whose deep basis is the civiliza-
tion of mankind; and whose everlustinﬁlglory is to have the im-
movable support of those two mighty pillars—science and morality.

-EDITOR.
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for improvement ; that we may not be remiss nor reluct-
ant in good offices, we should remind ourselves, however
affluent our fortune, we are not entirely independent of}
others, and whére much is given much will be required.
We are commanded to be fruitful in good works; and
throughout the whole creation we shall find no precedent
for inutility or indolence, for he that contributes neither
study, labour, nor fortune to the public, is a deserter of
the community. All human affections, if directed by
the governing principle of reason, tend to promote some
useful purpose. Compassion, if properly exerted, is the
most beneficial of all human virtues, extending itself to
a greater number of objects, exciting more lasting degrees

happiness, than any other. Some affections are,
indpe£ more fierce and violent, but their action, like a
sudden explosion of combustibles, is no soponer begun
than its force is spent. :

The rational, the manly pleasure, which necessarily
accompanies compassion, can only be known to those
who have experienced its effects; for who ever relieved
the indigent, and did not at the same time receive the
highest gratification? To see a fellow-creature labour-
ing in agony and pain, or struggling under the oppres-
sive burthen of helplessness and want, presently raises
pity in the human breast, induces us to sympathise with
the object in his distress, and inspires us with the tender
dispositions of charity and assistance.

our pleasure were to be estimated in proportion to
its extent and duration, that of doing good must rival
and outshine all others of which the mind is susceptible,
being both from its nature, and the variety of objects on
which it acts, greatly superior to the fleeting and unsatis-
factory enjoyment arising from the gratigction of our
sensual appetites. Tence compassion, both on account
of its duration, from its pleasing effects. and its un-
bounded utility to the'worﬁi, ought to be highly valued
and duly cultivated by all who consult their own fe]icit{,
or the prosperity and interest of that country or people
to whom they belong.

It would be a.bsurg to dwell longer on this head, as I
am addressing a body who in every age, from the earliest
times to this present day,? have been justly celebrated

8 ¢ Solon, Plato, and Pythagorns, and from them the Grecian
literati in general, were obliged for their learning, in a great measure,
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for their disinterested liberality, and whose proceedings
have been constantly directed by the desire of doing
gﬁ to, and promoting the happiness of, every iadivi-

From the foregoing considerations, the necessity of
constituting particular secieties is strikingly obvious;
for, next to the veneration of the Supreme Being, the
love of mankind seems to be the most promising source
of real satisfaction; it is a never-failing one to him who,
Sossessed of this principle, enjoys also the means of in-

ulging it; and who makes the superiority of his for-
tune, his knowledge, or his power, subservient to the
wants of his fellow-creatures. It is true, there are few
whose abilities or fortunes are so adapted to the neces-
sities and infirmities of human nature, as to render them
capable of performing works of universal beneficence ;
but a spirit of universal benevolence may be exercised
by all: and the bounteous Father of Natare has not

roportioned the pleasures to the greatness of the effect,
ut to the greatness of the cause. Here let mot my
meaning be mistaken. "I would not be understood to
insinuate that we are so obliged to be bountiful that
nothing will excuse ue; for it is an universal maxim
among Masons, that ¢justice must precede charity;”
and, except where the exigencies of the distressed call
for immediate relief, we should always recollect our
natural connections, and debts to the world, when-
ever our disposition may prompt us to bestow any
singular bounty. And, give me leave to observe, it is
not the idle, indolent, or extravagant, but the indus-
trious, though distressed Brother, who has a just title
to our extraordinary beneficence; a circumstance that
ought always to direct the exertion of the above
virtue. '

Having thus, in some measure, deduced the nature
and necessity of society, and in shown the duties
incumbent upon us as members of it, may we, as upright
men and Masons, faithfully discharge the duties of our

%o Masonry, and the labours of some of our ancient Brethren. They
fotched their knowledge from afar, and borrowed their philosophy
from the inscriptions of Egyptian columns, and the hieroglyphioal
figures of the sacred pillars of Hermes " (Sermon at Gloucester,
1752.)—EDrTOR.
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various stations; and above all, be ever ready to do to
others a8 we would in their circumstanees reasonably
wish to be done unto!*

They who move in a higher sphere, have, indeed, a
larger pravince wherein to do good; but those of an
inferior degree will be as eminently distinguished in the
mansions of bliss, if they move regularly, if they are
useful members of society, as the highest. He who
performs his paxt best, not he who personates an exalted
character, will meet with applause. For the moan,
th it borrows its light from the sun, also sets forth
the glory of God ; and the flowers of the field declare a
providence equally with the stars of the firmament.

To conclude, then, let me exhort all my worthy
Brethren to be diligent in the cultivation of every moral
and social virtue; for sa long do we act consistently
with the grinciples of our venerable Institution. Then
what has been said, though on an ococasion far more im-
portant to mankind, may not improperly be appropri-
ated as the badge of our respectable Order, ** By this
shall all men know that ‘you ge‘long to the Brethren, if
your hearts glow with affection, not to Masons alone, but
to the whole race of mankind.” And well, indeed, ma
ours be called & happy Institution! whose supreme wis
is founded on the truest source of felicity, and whose
warmest endeavours are ever exerted in cementing the
ties of human nature by ‘acts of benevolence, charity,
and social affection; and who, amidst the corruption
and immorality of the latter ages, have maintained in
our assemblies the genuine principles and unsullied
reputation acquired and established in the first.

ilst qualities like these direct your proceedin
and influencg your actions, Freemasonry must ever
revered and cultivated by the just, the good, and the
exalted mind, as the surest means of establishing peace,
harmony, and goodwill amongst meun.

_® Baron Bielfield, Chancellor of the Prussian Universities, when
considering the propriety of becoming a Mason, says: ** One reflec-
tion that dissip my scruples, and hastened my reception, was,
that I knew this Order to be composed of a great number of very
worthy men; men who, I was sure, would never have twice entered
& Lodge, if anything had passed there that was. in the least incom-
patible with a character of the strictest virtue.”—EDbrTOR.



ARGUMENT IIL

ON THRE ORIGIN, NATURE, AND DESIGN OF THE MASONIC
INSTITUTION, AND A OONFUTATION OF THE MANY
SHAMEFUL AND IDLE FALSEHOODS. WHICH ARB IN-
DUSTRIOUSLY PROPAGATBD BY ITS BENEMIES.

Tug antiquity and utility of Freemasonry being gene-
rally acknowledged in most parts of the habitable world,
it would be as absurd to comceive it requirgd new aids
for its support, as for him who has the use of sight to
demand a proof of the rising and setting of the sun.
Nevertheless, in compliance with the requests of many
worthy Brethren, I shall lay before my readers seme
strictures on the origin, nature, and design of that Insti-
tution ; and, with Kmdent reserve, confute and avert the
many shamefal and idle falsehoods which are industri-
ously propagated by its enemies, the better to inform
the candid and well-meaning Brother, who might not
readily know how to investigate the truth, or want leisure
and opportunity for that p e.

With this view I have made it my business to eolleet
a great number of passages from writers eminent for
their learning and probity, where I thought they nright
serve to illustrate my subject. The proyriety of such
proceeding is too obvious to need any apology.

If our first parent and his offspring had continued in
the terrestrial paradise, they would have had no occasion
for the mechanical arts, or any of the sciences now in
use; Adam being created with all those perfections and
blessings which could either add to his dignity or be
conducive to his real welfare. In that happy period
he had no propensity to evil, no perverseness in bis
heart, no darkness or obscurity in his understanding;
for, had he laboured under these maladies, he would not
bave been & perfect man, nor would there have been any
difference betwixt man in a state of innocence and in a
state of degeneracy and corruption. It was, therefore,
in consequence of his wilful transgression, that any evils

3



10 : MASONIC MANUAL.

came upon him. And, having lost his innocence, he in
that dreadful moment forfeited likewise his supernatural
lights and infused knowledge, whereby every science, so
far as human nature is capable of, was rendered familiar
to him without the tedious labour of ratiocination, requi-
site to men even of the greatest abilities, whose ideas,
after all, remain weak and imperfeect.

From this remarkable and fatal era we date the neces-
sity and origin of the science. First arose divinity,
whereby was pointed out to fallen man the way and
will of God, the omnipotence and mercy of an offended
Creator; then law, as directing us to distribute justice
to our neighbour, and relieve those who are oppressed
or suffer wrong. The royal art was beyond all doubt
coeval with the above sciences, and was carefully handed
down by Methuselah, who died but a few days before the
General Deluge, and who had lived 245 years with Adam,
by whom he was instructed in all the mysteries of this
sublime science, whieh he faithfully eommunicated to
his grandson Noah, who transmitted it to posterity: and
it has ever been preserved with a veneration and pru-
dence suitable to its great importanee, being always con-
fined to the kunowledge of the worthy only. This is
eonfirmed by many instances, which men of reading and
speculation, especially such as are of this Society, cannot
suffer to escape them. .

At first, mankind adhered to the lessons of Nature;
she used necessity for the means, urged them to inven-
tion, and assisted them in the operation. Our primitive
fathers, seeing the natural face of the earth was not suf-
ficient for the sustenance of the animal creation, had .
recourse to their faithful tutoress, who taught them how
to give it an artificial face, by erecting habitations and
cultivating the ground: and these operations, among
other valuable effects, led them to search into and con-
template upon the nature and properties of lines, figures,
superficies, and solids, and by degrees to form the sciences
of geometry and architecture, which have been of the
greatest utility to the human species. Hence we were

rst taught the means whereby we might attain practice,
and by practice introduce speculation.

From the Flood to the days of King Solomon, the
liberal arts and sciences gradually spread themselves
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over different parts of the globe, every nation having
had some share in their propagation; but, according to
their different manners, some have cultivated them with
more accuracy, perseverance, and success than others;
and though the secrets of the royal art have not been
indiscriminately revealed, they have, neverthelees, been
communicated in every age to such as were worthy to
receive them.

But I am not at liberty to undraw the ourtain, and
publicly descant on this head; it is sacred, and ever will
remain 8o : those who are honoured with the trust will
not reveal it, except to the truly qualified Brother, and
thely who are ignorant of it cannot betray it.

shall, however, observe, that this art was ecalled
royal, not only because it was originally practised by
kings and princes, who were the first professors of it, but
likewise on account ef the superiority which so sublime
a science gave its disciples over the rest of mankind.
This supreme and divine knowledge being derived from
es have ever
since been, and still are, most sacredly preserved and
inviolably concealed. Yor as all things, in process
of time, are liable to decay and corruption, the ancient
professors, wisely foreseeing the great abuses which their
exalted mysteries might sustain, if generally made known,
determined to confide the knowledge of them only to
select Brethren; men whom they had found by long
experience to be well versed in the general principles of
the Society, and who were eminent for their piety, learn~
ing, and abilities. ‘

Hence it is, that 8 man may be sufficiently able to
acquit himself in every test that is laid down by our pre-
sent Institution, to prove his regular initiation therein,
and also to show tl?at he is not unaequainted with- its
general principles, and yet at the same time he may be
totally ignorant and undeserving of the more valuable
parts of the ancient Society.! These, like the adyta of

1 After the revival of Masonry in 1717, the Order was deteriorated
in public opinion, by the ce of some few unworthy Brothers,
who had been excluded for transgressing the general laws. They
opened Lodges without the requisite authority, and made Masons for
a small fee, without any regard to private churacter. Dermott
observes, * When these men, by the assistance of Masonry, are
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of the anclent temples, are hid from valger eyes. Itia
not every one who is barely initiated into Freemasonry,
that is entrusted with all the great mysteries thereunto
ibelonging—they are not attainable things, of course, nor
by every capacity; for, as Mr. Locke very justly observes,
speaking of this society, “Though all have a right and
opportunity, if they be worthy and able to learn, to
know all the arts and mysteries belonging to it, yet that
is not the case, as some want capacity, and others indus-
to acquire them.” Nevertheless, such is the real
felicity necessarily resulting from a knowl and prac-
tice o? the general principles of this Fraternity, as alone
has been ever found sufficient to entitle it to a preference
of all other human institutions. From the earliest ages
of antiquity, the royal art was ever taught with the
greatest circumspection,~—not in schools or academies to
a promiscuous sudience, but it was comfined to certain
families; the rulers of which instructed their children or
disciples, and by this means conveyed their mysterious
knowledge to posterity.
. After the Flood, the professors of this art, according
to ancient traditions, were first distinguished by the
name of Noachide, or sens of Noah; afterwards by that
of sages, or wise men—men instructed, like Moses, in all
the wisdom of the Egyptiaus, Chaldeans, philosophers,
masters in Israel, &c.—and were ever venerated as sacred
persons. They consisted of persons of the brightest
garts and genius, who exerted their utmost abilities in
iscovering and investigating the various mysteries of
Nature, from whence to draw improvements and useful
inventions. Men, whose talents were not only employed
in speculation, or in private aets of benevolence, but
who were also public blessings to the age and country in
which they lived; possessed of moderate desires, who

admitted into the company of their superiors, they too often act
beyond their capacities ; and, under pretence of searching for know-
ledge, fall into gluttony and drunkenness, and thereby neglect their
necessary occupations, and injure their families, who imagine the
have a just cause to pour out all their invectives against the whole
body of Freemasons, without considering or knowing that our Consti-
tations and principles are quite opposite to such base proceedings.
Such men are totally unfit to be admitted Freomasons, as they cannot
fulfil any of the duties of a Lodge; and if men are not persons of
fortune or property, they should be persons of science.”—EDITOR.
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knew how to conquer their passions; who practised and
tanght the purest morality, and exerted themselves to
promote the ony and felicity of society. They were
therefore consulted from all parts, and venerated with
that sincere homage, which is never paid but to real
merit; and the greatest and wisest potentates on earth
esteemed it as an addition*to their imperial dignities to
be enrolled among such bright ormaments of human
nature. '

A prineipal excellence, which rendered them famous
among men, was taciturnity, which they practised in a

liar manner, and inculcated as necessary for conceal-
ing from the unworthy what few were qualified to learn,
and still foewer to teach. :

In the first ages of the world, science was in a low
state, because the uneultivated mannerg of our fore-
fathers rendered them, in general, incapable of that
knowledge which their posterity have so amply enjoyed :
the professors of the royal art, therefore, found it abso-
lutely requisite, to exclude the more unworthy and
barbarous part of mankind from their assemblies, and to
concegl their mysteries under such hieroglyphics, sym-
bols, allegory, and ﬁgures, as they alone could explain ;3
even at this day it is indispensable in us, to prevent
future bad consequences, to conceal from vulgar eyes the
means used by them to usfold such mysteries. The
greatest caution was ever observed at their meetings, that
no unqualified person might enter amongst them ; and
every method was employed to #yle them securely, and
conceal the real intent and design of their convocations.

In order torender their proceedings more edifying and
extensively usefal, charges were delivered at certain
times, as well for regulating thé conduet of the Fraterni-
ty as for preserving that mark of distinction which their
superior merit justly entitles them to.

everal of tgose ancient orations are still extant,
which it appears that, among others, one of their princi-

® According to the Marquis Spineto, all hieroglyphics, and
striotly so called, may be distinguished into finee itferent sorts,
according-to the greater or less degree of similarity they have to the
object they are intended to represent. These three sorts are, 1. Hiero~
glyphics proper ; 2. Hieroglyphics abridged; 3. Hieroglyphics con-
ventional.—EDITOR.
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ples was to inculcate by precept, and enforce: b
example, a strict observanycepof the moral law, as th{
chief means of supporting government and authority.
And it is evident that they thereby effected their purpose,
and secured to themselves the favour, respect, and esteem
of the world in general ; and,—notwithstanding the indo-
lence and ignorance of some ages, the various countries,
languages, sects, and parties through which Masonry has
passed, always subjected to the necessity of oral tradition,
and under the numerous disadvantages with which the
masters of the royal art had to struggle in the course of
many centuries,—still does it retain, in a great d

its original perfection : a circumstance that not only bears
honourable testimony of its intrinsic worth, but is highly
to the praise of those to whom this important trust has
been from time to time committed.

After this concise and general account of the ancient
professors of the royal art, and the sublime truths which
they were possesaeg of, and transmitted to posterity in
the manner before described, we will proceed to the
building of that glorious edifice, at whieh period this
Society became a regular and uniform Institution, urder
the denomination of Free and Accepted Masons, whose
customs and proceedings I shall describe so far as may be
necessary prudent. '

Though the Almighty and Eternal Jehovah had no
occasion for a temple or house to dwell in, for the hea-
ven of heavens is not capable of containing his immensity,
yet it wae his divine will that a tabernacle should be
erected for him in the wilderness by Moses, and after-
wards a temple, by Solomon, at Jerusalem, as his sanctu-
ary ; both of which were to be constructed, not accordin,
to human invention, but sfter a pattern which the Lor
himself had given. The whole model of the tabernacle
was shown to Moses on Mount Sinei; and the pattern of
the Temple was likewise given to David, by the hand of
the Lord, and by him delivered to Solomon, his son.

The tabernacle might be considered as the palace of the
Most High, the dwelling of the God of Israel; wherein
the Israelites, during their journeyings in the wilderness,
performed the chief of their religious exercises, offared
sacrifices, and worshipped God, It was thirty cubits in
length, ten in breadth, and ten in height. It was divided
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into two partitions; the first was called the holy place,
which was made twenty cubits long and ten wide: here
was placed the table of shew-bread, the golden candle-
stick, and the altar of incense. The second was called
the most holy place—whose length was ten cubits, and
breadth ten cubits—wherein, before the building of the
Temple, the ark of the covenant was kept, which was &

mbol of God’s gracious presence with the Jewish

urch. The moet holy place was divided from the holy
place by a curtain or vail of very rich cloth, which hmrﬁ
upon four pillars of Chittim-wood, that were covere
with plates of gold.

The Temple erected by Solomon, which was built after
the model of the tabernacle at Jerusalem, had its founda~
tion laid in the year of the world 2993, before Christ 1008,
before the vulgar era 1012; and it was finished . L.
8000, and dedicated 3001, before Christ 999, before the
vulgar era 1003. The glory of this Temple did not con-
sist in the magnitude of its dimensions; for though it
was twice as long and capacious every way as the taber-
nacle, yet alone, it was but a small pile of building.
The main grandeur and excellency were in its ornaments,
the workmanship being every where exceedingly curious,
and the overlayings prodigious; in its materials, being
built of new large stones, hewn out in the most curious
and ingenious manner; in its outbuildings, which were
large, beautiful,'and sumptuous; but still more admira-
ble in this majestic edifice, were those extraordinary
marks of divine favour, with which it was honoured, viz.,
the ark of the covenaat, in which were put the tables of
the law, and the mercy-seat which was upon it: from
whence the divine oracles were given out with an audi-
ble voice, as often as God was consulted in the behalf of his
people; Shechinah, or the divine presence, manifested by
a vigible cloud hanging over the mercy-seat; the Urim
and Thummim, by which the high priest consulted God
in difficult and momentous cases, relating to the public
interest of the nation ; the Holy Fire, which came down
from heaven upon the altar, at the consecration: these,
indeed, were excellencies and beauties derived from a
divine source, distinguishing and exalting this sacred
structure above all others. David, filled with the hopes
of building this temple, declared his intention to Nathan,
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the prophet; but this was not tted him, because
his reign had been attended with wars, bloodshed, and
slaughter, and he still had to contend with many power-
ful enemies; but, though forbidden to execute this divine
and glorious work, he made considerable preparations for
that purpose ; which having done, and drawing towards his
latter end, he assembled all the princes and chief persons
of his kingdom, and ordered and encouraged Solomon,
publioly and in their presence, to pursue such his inten-
tion, and delivered the pattern or scheme of all the
houses, &c., the courses of the priests and Levites, and
likewise the pattern of the Cherubims; earnestly exhort-
ing his servants in regard to the tender age of his son,
Solomon, who was yet but very young, to yield him
théir counsel and assistance in erecting a palace, not
designed for man, but for the Lord God.® David himself
gave towards the building of the Temple, out of his own
treasures, beside a vast varie% of precious stones, three
thousand talents of gold of Ophir, and seven thousand
talents of silver.

The princes of his kingdom followed the glorious ex-
ample of their king, and gave five thousand talents and
ten thousand drachms of gold, ten thousand talents of
silver, eighteen thousand talents of brass, and one hun-
dred thousand talents of iron, as also a great many of the
most precious stones.

3 He gave them to anderstand that he had made t preparations for
the work, and 1aid up immense quantities of gold, silver, copper, iron,
and other materials, to the amount, as Dean Prideaux says, of upwards
of 800,000,000. sterling; all of which, together with the plans and
models of the-edifice, the order and disposition of the scveral branches
of divine service, the courses of the priests and Levites; of the mu-
sicians, singers, and ; the plan for establishing i{"ndges and
oourts of justice; with many other religious, eivil, and military regu-
lagions, he now resigned up to Solomon, to be perfected as his wisdom
should direct. He requested them to assist his sucoessor in so desira-
ble a work; and that those who were inclined to contribute towards
the building should bring their free-will offerings into the treasury.
This exhortation inspired such a spirit of munificence in the rich men
of Israel, that they vied with one another in the richness of their pre-
sents towards building the Temple ; so that David had the pleasure to
see an incredible quantity of gold, silver, and other metals, besides
precious stones, marble, porphyry, and other rich materials, brought
% him from all parts of the ;Lgdom {Univer. Hist., vol. ii., p.
406.)~—EmiToR.
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‘When David (the king) was dead, and Solomon was
established on his throne, he resolved to carry into execu-,
tion his father’s design, and to erect a temple to his great’
Creator.

For which purpose he applied to Hiram, king of Tyre,*
for assistance, and having readily obtained a promise of
what he desired, and procured from thence and other parts
men and materials sufficient for his intentions, he began
this great and majestic fabric; and as method and order
are known and confessed to be egsentials requisite in con-
ducting all great designs and undertakings, Solomon like-
wise partitioned the fellow-crafts into eertain Lodges, ap-
pointmi to each, one to preside as a master, assisted by
two others as wardens, that they might receive com-
mands in a regular manner, take care of the tools and
jewels, and be duly paid, fed, clothed, &c. These ne-
cessary regulations being previously settled, to preserve
that order and barmony which would be abselutely ne-
cessary among 80 great a nurhber of menin executing so
large a work, he also took into consideration the future
agreement and prosperity of the Craft, and deliberated
on the best means to associate them by a lasting cement.

Now, brotherly love and immutable fidelity presented
themselve to his mind as the most proper basis for an
Institution whose aim and end should be to establish
permanent unity among its members, and to render them
a society who, while they enjoyed the most perfect feli-
city, would be of considerable utility to mankind. And,
being desirous to transmit it under the ancient restric-
tions as & blessing to future ages, Solomon decreed
that, whenever they should assemble in their Lodges to
discourse upon and imr;ove themselves in the arts and
sciences, or whatever else should be deemed proper topics

4 Dius, the historian, says, that the ‘love of wisdom was the chief
inducement of that friendship which existed between Hiram and Solo-
mon; that they interchanged difficult and mysterious questions relat-
ing to their several systems of Freemasonry, for the purpose of mutual
instruction. Alexander, the translator of the Syrian annals into
Greek, also informs us that, when any of these propositions exoeeded
the king’s capacity, he rred them to Abdomenus the Tyrian, who
was also called Aymon, and Hiram Abiff, who * answered every device
that was put to him,” and even challenged Solomon, though the wisest
of earthly potentates, with the subtlety of the questions he proposed.
-Epiron.
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to increase theirknowledge, they should likewise instruct
each other in secresy and prudence, morality and good
fellowship ; and for these purposes he established certain
peculiar rules and customs to be invariably observed in
their conversations, that their minds might be enriched
by a perfect acquaintance with, and practice of, every
moral, social, and religious duty, lest while they were so
highly honoured by being employed in raising a Temple
to the great Jehovah, they should neglect to secure to
themselves a happy admittance into the celestial Lodge,
of which the Temple was only to be a type.

Thus did our wise Grand Master contrive a plan, by
mechanical and practical allusions, to instruct the crafts-
men in principles of the most sublime speculative phi-
losophy, tending to the glory of God, and to secure te
them temporal blessings here and eternal life hereafter,
as well as to unite the Speculative and Operative Masons ;
thereby forming a twotold advantage from the principles
of geometr‘y and architeeture on the one part, and the
precepts of wisdom and ethics on the other. The next
circumstance which demanded Solomon’s attention was,
the readiest and most effectual method of paying the
wages of so vast a body of men. according to their
respective degrees, without error or confusion, that no-
thing might be found among the Masons of Sion, save
harmony and peace. This wasgettled in a manner well
known to all re¥ularly made Masons, and therefore is
unnecessary, as also improper, to be mentioned here.

These arrangements being adjusted, the noble structure
was began and conducted with such grandeur, order, and
concord, as afforded Solomon the most exalted satisfac-
tion, and filled him with the strongest assurance that the
royal art would be further encouraged in future ages,
and amongst various nations, from the excellencies -of
this Temple, and the fame and skill of the Israelites, in
tl;e bgauty and symmetry of architecture therein dis-
played.

e was likewise sensible that, when this building
should be completed, the craftsmen would disperse them-
selves over the whole earth,® and be desirous to perpetu-

8 We have a tradition that after the temple was finished, two bro-
thers of Hiram Abiff were commissioned by the king of Tyre to take
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ate, in the most effectual manner, the harmony and good
fellowship already established among them, and to secure
to themselves, their future pupils, and their successors,
the honour and respect due to men whose abilities were
so great and would be so justly renowned; in conjunc-
tion, therefore, with Hiram, king of Tyre, and Hiram
Abiff, the Deputy Grand Master, he concerted a proper

lan to accomp ish his intentions, in which it was de-
germinéd that, In conformity to the practice of the royal
art, general distinguishing characteristics should be es-
tablished for a proof of their having been fellow-labour-
ers in this glorious work, to descend to their successors
in all future ages, who should be in a ?eculiar manner

qualified to cultivate the sublimc;(yrincff) es of thisnoble
opted and received ac-

establishment ; and such were
cordingly.® With respect to the method which would

out a colony to assist in the foundation of Byrsa, at Carthage. One
of them was placed at the head of the senste, and the other was sent,
with a large fleet of ships, along the const of Africs; which he colon-
ized, and opened such a variety of new sources of traffic to the Car-
inians, a8 enriched their state, and rendered the name of Hanno
famous in their history.—EpIToR.
¢ Qur transatlantic Brethren have a curious tradition of some cir-
cumstances whieh are said to have occurred during the building of the
Temple. It appears that several of the workmen had been guilty of
some crime of an enormous nature, and made their escape from Jeru-
salem. A great assembly of masters had sat in consultation on the
best means of discovering and apprehending them. Their deliberations
were interrupted by the entrance of & stranger, who demanded to
k to the king in private. U%on being admitted, he acquainted
lomon that he had discovered whepe Ahirop, one of the traitors, lay
oconcesled, and offered to conduct those whom the king should please
to appoint to go with him. This being communicated to the Brethren,
one and all requested to be partakers in the vengeance due to the vil-
lain. Solomon checked their ardour, declaring that onrlg nine should
undertake the task ; and, to avoid giving any offence, ordered all their
names to be put into an urn, and that the first nine that should be
drawn should be the persons to accompany the stranger. At break of
day, Joabert, Stockin, and seven others, conducted by the stranger,
travelled onwards through a dreary country. On the way, Joabert
found means to learn from the stranger that the villain they were in
uest of bad hidden himself in a cavern, not far from the place where
&ey then were. He soon found the ecavern, and entered it alone,
where, by the light of the lamp, he discovered the villain asleep, with
a poinard at his feet. Toflamed at the sight, and actuated by an im-
potient zeal, he immediately seized the poinard, and stabbed him, first
in the head, and then in the heart; he bad only time to cry, * Ven-
gesnce is taken !” and expired. When the other eight arrived, and
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be hereafter necessary for propagating the prineiples of
the Society, Solomorx{ pursl:le(i) (;%;le u%iformgmd alx)ncient
custom in regard to the degrees of probation and injunc-
tions to secresy, with which he himself had been obliged
to comply before he gained a perfection in the royal art,
or even arrived at the summit of the sciences: therefore,
though there were no apprentices employed in the build-
ing of the Temple,” yet as the craftsmen were all intend-
ed to be promoted to the degree of masters after its
dedication, and as these would secure a succession, by
receiving apprentices, who might themselves in due time
also become Master Masons, it was determined that the
radations in the science should consist of three distinct
egrees, to each of which should be adapted a ﬂarticular
distinguishing test; which test—together with the ex-
plication—was accordingly settled and communicated to
the Fraternity previous to their dispersion, under a ne-
cessary and solemn injunction to secresy ; and they have
been most cautiously preserved, and transmitted down to
;;;lsterity by faithful Brethren, ever since their emigration.
us the centre of union ameng Freemasons was firmly
fixed, and their principles directed to the excellent pur-
poses of their original intention.

had refreshed themselves at the spring, Joabert severed the head from
the body, and, taking it in one hand, and his poinard in the other, he
with his brethren returned to Jerusalem. Solomon was at first very
much offended that Joabert had put it out of his power to take ven-
geance himself in presence of and as a warning to, the rest of the
workmen to be faithful to their trust; but, by proper intercession, was
again reconciled.—Epiror.

¥ The traditions of Masonry speak of no apprentices in the Fyrian
quarries, but they name 10,000 in the forest of Lebanon, the same
number in the plains of Zarthan (where the materials were arranged,)
un% 30,000 at Jerusalem (who were employed about the Temples.
—EpIToR.
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ARGUMENT III

THE OONFUTATION OF FALSEHOOD CONTINUED, AND THR
HARMONY AND CONNEOTION OF THR SOCIETY OF FREE-
MASONS PARTICULARLY RECOMMENDED.

Tae harmony and connection of the Bociety of Free-
masons, and the excellent precepts and principles there-
of, have produced the utmost good comsequence, not
only to the particular members of it, but frequently to
the nations where it has been cultivated and practised;
for, united by the endearing name of brother, they live
in an affection and friendship rarely to be met with,
even among those whom the ties of consanguinity ought
to bind in the firmest manner. That intimate union
which does so much honour to humanity in general, in
the particular intercourse which prevails among Free-
masons, diffuses a pleasure that no other Institution can
boast: for the name which they mutually use, one
towards anqgher, is not a vain compliment, or an idle
parade; no, they enjoy, in common, all the felicities of
a true brotherhood. Here, merit and ability secure to
their posseseors an honourable regard, and a respectful
distinction, which every one receives with an unaffected
complacency and a perfect humility; constantly exerting
himself for the general good, without vanity and without
fear. For they who are not adorned with the same
advantages, are neither mortified nor jealous. No one
contends for superiority ; here emulation is only with a
view to please; the man of shining abilities, and these
unblessed with such ornaments, are here equallg admit-
ted; all may here perform their parts; and what may
seem surprising amongst such a variety of characters,
haughtiness or servility never appear. The greatest
admit of a social familiarity; the inferior is elevated and
instructed, constantly mamtaining, by these means, a
beneficent equality. With respect to the conversation
which they bold during their assemblies, it is conducted
with the most perfect deceney; here it is an universal
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maxim, never to speak of the absent but with respect;
ill-natured satire is excluded; all raillery is forbidden;
they will not suffer, even, the least irony, or any poig-
nant strokes of wit, because such, generally, have a
malignant tendency; they tolerate nothing which carries
with it even the appearance of vice.

Their pleasures are never embittered by ungrateful
reflections, but groduce a serene and lasting composure
of mind. They flow not like a torrent which descends
with noise and impetuosity, but like a peaceful stream
within its own channel, strong, without violence, and
gentle without dulness.

This exact regularity, very far from occasioning a
melancholy seriousness, diffuses, on the contrary, over
the heart, and over the understanding, the most pure
delights: the bright effects of enjoyment and hilarity
shine forth in the countenance ; and, although the appear-
ances are sometimes a little more sprightly than ordi-
nary, decency never runs any risk: it is wisdom in good
humeur. For if a Brother should happen to forget him-
self, or, in his discourse, should have the weakness to
use expreesions such as are distinguished under the name
of liberties, a formidable sign would immediately call
him to his duty: a Brother may mistake ag a man, but
he has opportunity and courage to recover himself, be-
cause he is a Freemason. Although order and decorum
are always scrupulously observed in the Lodges of Free-
masons, these exclude not, in any wise, gaiety and cheer-
ful enjoyment; the conversation is animated, and the
kind and brotherly cordiality that presides there, affords
the most pleasinf sensation.

These particulars may justly recall to our minds the
happy time of the divine Astrea! when there was neither
superiority nor subordination, because men were, as yet,
untainted by vice, and uncorrupt. Having now given a
general sketch of the nature of this Institution, from
whence a candid reader may form no inconsiderable idea
of that composed wisdom, and laudable harmony, whick
governs in the fellowship of Freemasons, we ghall pro-
ceed in taking some notice of the several accusations
frequently brought against it.

And first: As none can venerate and esteem the fair
sex more than Freemasons do, we cannot but reckon it
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» misfortune that the ladies should be offended at their
non-admission into this Order; and the more so, as they
no sooner learn with what moderation the Masons com-
port themselves in their assemblies, but without knowing
the reason why they are not admitted, they censure us
with all the severity their delicate minds are capable of.
This, we must beg leave to say, is entirely owing to
mistaken prejudice, for a little reflection would convince
them, that their exclusion is not in the least singular.
They stand in the same predicament with respect to the
priesthood, and many ether particular soecieties; the
solemn assemblies of the ancients, the senates of pagan,
and the conclaves of dpspal Rome, all national senates
and ecclesiastical synods, universities and seminaries of
learning, &o., with which they might, with equal pro-
priety be offended.!

Next to the displeasure of the ladies, we will consider
a charge with regard to governments, which, in other
eountries, less happy in their constitution than our own,
has, at different times, been unjustly prosecuted against
this Fraternity.

It has been imagined, that there is every thing to be
feared for the tranquillity of the state, from a numerous
association of men of merit and character, intimately
united under the seal of secrecy. I agree that this sus-

! The following observations of the Rev. Dr. Orme, the Editor's
immediate predecessor in the P. G. Chaplaincy of Linoolnshire. are
appropriate. **From the objection that women are excluded from
our Order, calumny has taken occasion to draw inferences the most
injurious and unjust; but which, however they might have operated
at a time when female mind was less enlightened than it now is,
make, at present, no ill impression upon that lovely sex. They know
that the not admitting them into our Institution 18 not singular, but
that they are likewise excluded from the priesthood, from universi-
ties, am{ many other partioular societies. We hope and trust that
they will give credit to our assertion, when we solemnly declare that
none can, possibly, eeteem and re?:& them more than Freemasons;
and many there are who will acknowledge, to the honour of the
Order and the utility of its precepts, that it has made those with
whom they have been oomnected, more tender and affectionate hus-
bands.” A Frenoh writer on Freemasonry - 8 a different reason
for this exclugion. He says, *Il ne fut pas difficile d’éloigner lea
femmes de pareilles sociétés; elles s’en exclurent ellesméme par
vanitd; et elles couvrirent du spécieux pretext ede décence, ce qui
n’étoit au fond qu'une attention réfléchie sur leurs charmes.”—Ebi-
TOR.
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icion has in it something specious; for if the passion of
:laingle man bas cau E:awe have seen more than
once, strange revolutions in a state, what might not be
g‘rodnoed by a body so numerous and united, as that of

ree and Acoepted Masons, were they liable to those
intrigues and cabals, which pride and ambition instil, but
too often, into the human heart ¥

But there is nothing to be apprehended from Freema-
sons in these respects; they are actuated by the love of
order and peace, and are as much attached to civil so-
ciety, as united among themselves; it is in this school
that a man may learn most effectually, what respect,
what submission, whaj veneration, he ought to have for
his God, his country, and his king; it 1s among them,
that subordination is fully practised and deemed a virtue,
not a yoke. :

* Equally without reason bave they also been aocused

of hglding assemblies for no other purpose than that of
speaking with the greater freedom on religious, as well
as political matters. These topics are never suffered to
be agitated, for it is a fundamental maxim of this Insti-
tution, to prohibit all sueh disputes. The God of
Heaven, and the rulers of the earth, are, by them, invio-
lably respected. And, with :gard to the sacred . person
of majesty, every congregated Lodge solemnizes the
name with all possible grandeur and respect.

Thus these aceusations fall to the ground. It is also
alleged, by the objectors to Freemasonry, that upon
the initiation of a member into this mystery, he lays
himself under a solemn obligation by an oath, with very
severe penalties. This, by them, is pronounced an un-
warrantable proceeding. Certainly these persons are as
ignorant as they are ungenerous, and for want of better
judgments form erroneous notions, and from false pre-
mises draw falsé conclusions. To obviate this objection,
we will trace the antiquity of swearing, and observe the
different customs adopted by the ancients on this head;
afterwarde examining the nature of an oath, supposing,
for the sake of argument, but not granting, that one 18
required as set forth by the adversaries of Masonry; we
will consider how far it is, or i not, warrantable in the
present case.

We are informed by sacred history, what was the ous-
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tom of swwearing among the Hebrews, who sometimes
swore by stretching forth their hands; sometimes the

arty swearing put his hands under the other’s thigh,
which was the manner of administration used by Abra-
ham and Jacob, as we read in the book of (Genesis;
which was also the custom of the Athenians, the Cartha-
ginians, and the Romans.

The Jews chiefly swore by Jerusalem, by the Temple,
by the gold of the Temple, by the altar, and the gift on
the altar.

The Greeks esteemed it an honour paid their deities,
to use their names in solemn contracts, promises, and
asseverations; to call them to witness men’s truth and
honesty, or to punish their falsehood and treschery.
This was reputed a sort of religious adoration, being an
acknowledgment of the ommnipotence and omnipresence,
and by consequence of the divinity of the Being thus
invoked; and the inspired writers, for the same reason,
forbad to swear by the pagan deities, and commanded to
swear by the true God. Thus, in Deuteronomy, *“Thou
shalt fear the Lord thy Uod, and serve him, and shalt
swear by his name.” And in Jeremiah, ¢ How shall I
pardon thee, for this? thy children have forsaken me,
and sworn by them that are no gods.” And to forbear
other instances, the worshippers of the true God are, by
David, represented to swear by him, ¢. e, by invoking
his name.

The antiquity of swearing, as well as the manner of
administering an oath, having now been sufficiently
shown, we will, in the next place, as far as may be
n , take notice of the fundamental principles of
this establishment, as the most proper method to form a
right judgment of it; and then, in answer to the present
objection, we will examine how far an oath would, or
would not, be justifiable on the initiation of a Mason,
and supposing it to be reguired even under suck penal
sanctions as have been preteuded. .

If we examine the laws and regulations of Free-
masonry, it will appear that the end and purport of it is
truly laudable, being calculated to regulate our passions,
to assist us in acquiring knowledge of the arts and
sciences, and to promote morality and beneficence, as
well as to render conversution agreeable, innocent and

4
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jnstructive; and eo to influence our practice, as to make
us useful to others, and happy in ourselves. With regard
to the relation we have as members of sosiety in general,
it will appear equally evident from the same regulations,
that a Freemason is to be a peaceable subject, conform-
ing cheerfully to the government under which he lives,
is to pay a due deference to his superiors; and, from his
inferiors, is to receive honour rather with reluctance
than to extort it. He must be a man of universal bene-
volence and charity, not tenacious of his abundance,
when the exigencies of his fellow-ereatures lay the justest
claim to his bounty. Masons not only challenge, but
have ever suppo that character amongst the honest
and candid part of mankind, whose equity and reason
yv?iuld never suffer them to entertain ill-grounded pre-
udices.

! The great Mr. Locke appears to have been so delighted
with some of our principles, that he tells Lady Masham,
to whom he was writing on this subjeet, ‘“that it
was his wish they were communicated to all mankind,
since there is nothing more true than what the Masons
teach, that the better men are, the more they love one
another, virtue having in itself something so amiable as
to charm the hearts of all who behold it.”

And another, speaking of Freemasons, says, ¢ no abuse
is tolerated among them, no intemperance allowed;
modesty, union, and humility, are strongly recom-
mende({” Again, “ this Society is no ways oftensive to
religion, good manners, or political government; it has
and does still flourish in Great Britain and its dominions,
under the protection of the greatest personages, even
princes of the royal blood.”

Mr. Chambers, in his Cyclopedia, also testifies ¢ that
Free and Accepted Musous are a very ancient Society or
body of men, so called either from some extraordinary
knowledge of Masonry or buildings, which they were sup-
posed to be masters of, or because the first founders of
this Society were of that profession.

«They are vex;‘y considerable, both for number and
character, being found in every country in Europe, and
consisting principally of persons of merit and considera-
tion. As to antiquity, they lay claim to a standing of
some thousands of years, and, it is said, can trace up
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their original as early .as the building of Solomon’s

Temple.

¢ &’h&t the end of their Institution is, seems still to be a
secret, though so much of it as is known appears laudable,
as it tends to promote friendship, sociality, mutual assist-
ance, aud good fellowship.

“The Brethren of this family are said to be possessed
of a number of seerets, which have been religiously
observed from age to age. Be their other good qualities
whatever they will, it is plain they are masters of one in
a very great degree, namely, secresy.”

Now, let us ask, if & number of persons have formed
themselves into a body with a design to improve in
useful knowledge, to promote universal benevolence,
and to cultivate the social virtues of human life, and
have bound themselves by the solemn obligation of an
oath, to conform to the rules of such Institution, where
can be the impiety, immorality, or-folly of such proceed-
ing? Is it not the custom of most communities? in the
state, amongst the learned bodies, in commerce, &c.—a
case too commonly known to require a recital of par-
ticular instances. I shall, therefore, content myself
with adding this observation, viz., that Bishop Saunder-
son, an eminent casuist, in his lectures on the subject of
oaths, very judiciously asserts that when a thing is not
by ar:]y' grecepts or interdict, human or divine, so deter-
mined, but every man may at his choice do or not do, as
he sees expedient, let him do what he will, he sinneth
not. As if Caius should swear to sell his land to Titus;
or to lend him a hundred crowns, the answer is brief, an
oath in this case is both lawful and binding.

And as the principles of this Institution are truly
praiseworthy, containing those valuable requisites which
will ever secure the esteem and admiration of all good
men, as well as, most assuredly, the envy of the bad, we
will 1put; this plain question: Is not the design of it of
equal importance to the public, with the lending of an
hundred ¢crowns to 8 private man? The answer and the
eonsequences are both evident, that an oath on the sub-
ject of Freemasonry, if required, is both lawful and obli-
gatory. As for the terror of a penalty, it is a mistaken
notion to imagine that the solemnity of an oath adds
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auything to the obligation, or that the oath is not
equally binding without any penalty at all.

I shall add a few more quotations from the same
excellent casuist, and leave the explanation and applica(
tion to the intelligent. .

¢« A solemn oath of itself, and in its own nature, is not
more obligatory than a simple one; because the obli
tion of an oath arises precisely from this, that God is
invoked as a witness and avenger no less in the simple
one than in the solemn and corporal; for the invocation
is made precisely by the pronunciation of the words,
which is the same both in the simple and solemn, and
not by any corporal motion or concomitant sign in which
the solemnity of the oath consists.

“ And it is a matter well worthy the consideration of
every man, that as the object of a lawful oath is God
alone, 8o it contains a solemn cenfession of his omni-
presence, that he is with us in every place; of his omni-
science, that he knoweth all the secrets of the heart,
that he is a maintainer of truth, and an avenger of false-
hood ; of his justice, that he is willing, and of his omni-
potence, that he is able to punish those that, by disregard
to their oaths, shall dishonour him.”

It is, therefore, of a very dangerous tendency for per-
sons who have once taken an oath, to trifle and pla
with the force of it, even supposing the occasion of suc
obligation was actually of small momeat in itself. And
this is positively determined by the same writer, in the
éllowing words, and ought to be a caution to all not to
violate an oath, lest they incur the fatal consequences
of real perjury: :

“A voluntary oath is the more binding for being
voluntary, because there is no stricter obligation than
that we take willingly on ourselves.” And, in another
place, he is more particular—¢ where a matter is so
trivial that it is not worth the deliberation of a wise
man, nor signifies & straw whether it be done or not
done—as to reach up a chip, or to rub one’s beard, or
for the slightness of it is not so much to be esteemed as

te g;l:e a boy an apple or to lend & pin. An oath is
. binding in matters of the least moment, because weighty
pnd trivial things have a like respect unto truth and

.
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falsehood; and further, because every fpsrt'y swearing
is bound to perform all he promised, as far as he is able,
and as far as it is lawful. To give an agple to a boy is
both possible and lawful; he is bound, therefore, to per-
form 1t—he ought to fulfil his oath.”

This is likewise confirmed by Meses: * If a man swear
an oath te bind his soul with a bond, he shall not break
his word; he shall do according to all that proceedeth
out of his mouth.” And it is threateued that every one
that sweareth falsely shall be cut off by the cause: «I
will bring it forth, said the Lord of Hosts, and it shall
enter into the house of him that sweareth falsely by my
name; and it shall remain in the midst of his house, and
shall consume it, with the timber thereof, and the stones
thereof.”

The objectors being thus answered with respect to the
lawfulness of an oath, supposing one to be required on
the initiation of a Freemason, as to the certainty of
which, conjecture is their only support, I shall next take
notice of the charge brought against them on account of
secresy—one of their grand characteristics, and the inno-
cent cause of all the persecutions and reproaches they
suffer.

We are condemned for keeping the essentials of our
Institution from the knowledge of those who are not
members of it, which, it is said, must sufficiently prove
them to be of a bad nature and tendency; else, why are
they not made public, for the satisfaction of mankind?
If secresy be a virtue—a thing never yet denied—can
that be imputed to us as a crime which has been con-
sidered an excellence in all ages? Does not Solomon,
the wisest of men, tell us, he that discovers secrets is a
traitor, but a man of faithful spirit concealeth the matter?

In conducting all worldly affairs, secresy is not only
essential, but absolutely necessary, and was ever esteemeqd
a quality of the greatest worth.

Thus we find the great Fenelon makes Ul in the
system of education which he delivers to his friends for
his son, Telemachus, particularly enjoin them, above all,
to render him just, beneficent, sincere, and faithful in
keeping secrets; a precept that afterwards produced
the best of consequences to the young prince, of whom
it is recorded that, with this great excelleuce of taciturui-
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ty, he not only divested himself of that close, mysterious
air, 80 common to the reserved, but also constantly avoided
telling the least untruth in support of this part of his
character; a conduct highly worthy the imitation of
every one to whom secrets are entrusted, affording them
a pattern of openness, ease, and sincerity ; for, while he
seemed to carry his whole heart upon his lips, communi-
cating what was of no importance, yet he knew how to
stop just in the proper moment, without proceeding to
those things which might raise any suspicion, or furnish
even & hint to discover the purposes of his mind.

. If we turn our eyes back to antiquity, we shall find
the old Egygtian’s had so great a regard for silence and
secresy in the mysteries of their religion, that they eet
up the god Harpocrates (vid. Im«lzgivm Deorum a Vincen-
tio chartario ), to whom they paid peculiar honour and
veneration, who was represented with his right hand
placed near the heart, and the left down by his side,
covered with a skin before, full of eyes and ears, to
signify that of many things to be seen and heard, few
are to be published. )

And among the same people, the great goddess Isis,
the Minerva of the Greeks, had always an image of a
sphynx placed at the entrance of her temple, to denote
that secrets were there preserved under sacred cover-
ings, that they might be kept from the knowledge of the
vu%sgar as much as the riddles of that creature.

Jamblicus, in his life of Pythagoras, confirms the above
opinion by observing, that from the mysterious know-
ledge of the Egy{;tians, that philosopher drew the system
of his symbolica. learning and instructive tenets, seeing
that the principles and wise doctrines of this nation w.
ever kept secret among themselves, and were delivere
down not in writing, but only by oral tradition. And,
indeed, so cantious and prudent were they in these matters,
that every disciple admitted to their wise and scientific
mysteries was bound, in the most solemn manner, to con-
ceal such mysteries from the vulgar, or those whose ideas

3 Harpocrates silentii Deus affingebatur, dextrd %rope cor admotd,
pelle anterius indutus qus oculis atque auribus pluribus erat distincta,
ut eo intelligeremus multa videnda atque audienda, sed loguendum
parum.—EDITOR. ’

L)
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were not suffieiently exalted to receive them, As a
proof of this, we need only reeollect the story of Hip~
parchus, a Pythagorean, who having, out of spleen and
resentment, violated and broke through the several en-
gagements of the Society, was held in the utmost

etestation, expelled the school as one most infamous
and abandoned, and as he was dead to the principles of
virtue and philosophy, had a tomb erected for him,
according to their custom, as though he had been na-
turally dead. The shame- and disgrace that justly
attended so great a breach of truth and fidelity, drove
the unhappy wretch to such despair that he proved his
own executioner; and so abhorred was even his memory,
that he was denied the rites and ceremonies of burial
used to the dead in those times, instead of which, his
body was suffered to lie upon the shore of the isle of
Samos.

Among the Greek nations, the Athenians had a statue
of brass, which they awfully revered; this figure was
without a tongue, by which secresy was intimated. The
Romans had a goddess of silence, named Angerona,
rc‘:.presented with her fore-finger on her lips—a symbol
of prudence and taciturnity.® . :

naxarchus, who, according to Pliny, was apprehended,

in order to extort his secrets frqm him, bit his tongue in_

the midst, and afterwards spat it in the tyrant’s face,
rather choosing to lose that orgam, than to discover
those things whieh he had Eromised to conceal.

We reud likewise that Cato, the censor, often said to
his friends—of three things which he had good reason to
repent, the principal was divulging a secret.

-The Druids, in our own nation, who were the only
‘Priests among the ancient Britons, committed nothing to

3 Mr. Wilkinson, in his *Manners and Customs of the Ancient
Egyptians,” says, that ¢ the sign adopted by the Egyptians to indi-

cate silence, is evidently shown from the sculptures on their monu- -

ments to have been giv&in bydplalcizg ‘gé, ;tal;ad over the m not, as
nerally supposed, (Plut. de Isid. y approachi fore-
r J the Bps:‘md th& Greeks’ :rrgneou:p oonﬁlluded that thi:
outhful Harpocrates was the deity of silence, from his appearing
{his attitude, which, however humiliating to tl;e oharacter of a deity,
was only illustrative of his extreme youth, and of a habit ‘common
to children in every evuntry, whether of ancient or modern times.—
Epiror. '
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writing. And Ceesar observes that they had a head, ot
chief, who exercised a sort of excommunication, attended
with dreadful penalties, on those who either published
or profaned their mysteries.
erefore, it evidently ap from the foregoing
instances, along with many others, that there ever were
secrets amongst mankind,® as well respecting societies as
individuals, and that the keeYin those inviolable was
always reputed an indispensable duty, and attended with
an honourable estimation. It must be very difficult to
assign a sufficient reason why the same practice should
be at all wondered at or less approved in the Free and
Accepted Masons of the present age, than they were
among the wisest men and greatest philosophers of anti-
quity.
Tge general ﬁractioe and constant applause of the
ancients, as well as the customs of the moderns, one
would naturally imagine should be sufficient to justify
Masons against any charge of singularity or innovation
on this account; for how can this be thought singular
or new by any one whe will but calmly allow himself
the smallest time for reflection.
Do not all incorporated bodies amongst us enjoy this
liberty without impeachment or censure? An appren-
tice is bound to keep the secrets of his master; a free-

4 In the mystio bards and tales of Britain, says Davis, (Myth. of
the Druids, p. 94,) I find certain terms which evidently pertain to
the Hebrew %mge, or to some dialect of near affinity, as Adonai,
the Lord; 4l Adur, the glorious God; Arawn, the Arkite, and the
Yike. Taliesin, the chief bard, declares that his love had been detuiled
in Hebraio; and in a song, the substance of which he professes to
guve derizgd from the ;aored or arkites, there are several

nes together in some foreign dialect, a; ntly of great affinit
with the Hebrew, though obscured by Britgap:xzrth%gmli;. Hence{
I think it is probable that the Britons once had certain mystic goems.
composed in some dialect of Asia; that thisisafrﬁlmento those
poems; and that those parts of their superstition which were not
&pperly Celtio were derived from that quarter of the . And,

80, our ancestors oould not have obtained their sacred vocabalary
by adopting the mere grammatical blunders of the Greeks.—EDITOR.

¢ Sammes (Brit. Antiq., p. 76,) informs us that the Druide enter-
tained a Jealousy lest their learning and religion should be too
muoh understood and divulged, so that it was grown to that height
that it was accounted unlawful to reveal any of g:ir mysteries, or to
set down in writing what they thought most safe and houourable for
themselves to deliver by tradition.—EDITOR.
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man is obliged to consult the interest of his company,
and not prostitute in common the mysteries of his
profession; secret committees and privy councils are
solemnly enjoined not to publish abroad their debates
and resolutions. In courts-martial the members are
bound to secresy, and, in many cases, far more effectual
security than an oath is administered.

As in society in hgeneral we are united together by our
indigences and infirmities, and a vast variety of circum-
stances contributing to our mutual and n depend-
ance on each other, which lays a grand -foundation for
terrestrial happiness, by securing general amity and the
reciprocation of good offices in the world, so in all par-
ticular societies, of whatever denomination, they are all
enjoined by some sort of secresy to observe private
bonds and laws peculiar to each, from the highest assem-
blies to the lowest. Consequently, the injunctions of
secresy among Freemasons can be no more unwarrant-
able than in the societies and cases already pointed out;
and to report, or even to insinuate that they are, must
argue a want of candour, a want of reason, and a want
of charity. For, by the laws of Nature and of nations,
every individual and every society has a right to be sup-
posed innocent till proved otherwise.

Yet, notwithstanding the mysteries of our profession
are kept inviolable, none are excluded from a full know-
ledge of them, in due time and manuer, upon proper
application, and being found capable and worthy of the
trust. To form other designs and expectations, is like
building on a sandy foundation, and will only serve to
testify that, like a rash man, their discretion is always
out of the way when they have most occasion to e
use of it.
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ARGUMENT 1IV.

ON THE ABSURDITY OF SUPPOSING THAT MASONRY IS A
TRIFLING INSTITUTION, AND THAT ITS PRINCIPLES
CONTAIN NOTHING VALUABLE.

WE will now proceed to the next objection, viz., that
 Masonry is a trifling Institution, and that our principles
contain nothing valuable.”

There are censurers, who find it easier to decry a
science than to understand it, and with wicked endeav-
ours attempt to depreciate that which they cannot attain
to, and make their necessity appear a virtue, and their
ignorance the effect of choice. )

This turn of mind is the despicable offspring of envy,
and so selfish are such men, that they would rather pre-
fer having the whole circle of the arts and sciences
abolished, were it in their power, than that others
should be possessed of a knowledge which they are
themselves unacquainted with and undeserving of.

But, alas! they disquiet themselves in vain; we,
who are Masons, cannot but laugh at and pity such
feeble attacks, and are heartily sorry for those who have
no better understandings than to regard them.!

Did they know anything of our profession, they could
not but esteem it, for they would be convinced that it is
founded on the most exalted principles of morality and
social virtue ; tending to promote the true happiness of
mankind in general, the peace and satisfaction of every
individual in particular; to censure, then, and vilify
what they are entirely ignorant of, discovers the base-

! In like manner the early Christians were acoused by the heathen
with practising their own obscenities; viz., promiscuous incest, and
worshipping the phallus. This imputation is indignantly repudiated
in Minutius Feﬁx «“Et de incesto oconvivio fabulam grandem
adversum nos dsmonum coitio mentita est, ut gloriam pudicitise
deformis infamim aspersione macularet. . . . . Etiam ille, qui
de adoratis sacerdotis virilibus adversus nos fabulator, tentat in nos
conferre qus sua sunt.”’—EDITOR.
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ness of their dispositions, and bow little they are quali-
fied to q?: their judgments in matters of such import-
ance. erefore, though we sommiserate their defects,
we must, at the same time, be allowed to pronmounce
them unworthy our further notice.

Had our Institution contained nothing commendable or
valuable, it is impessible it should have existed, and
been patronised by the wise, the good, and great, in all

of the world. For we cannot suppose that men,
distinguished by every accomplishment that can adorn
human nature, would embrace or continue in principles
which they found to be nugatory, erroneous, or contempt-
ible. Therefore, the advice which Gamaliel wisely gave
to the Apostles, might, with great propriety, be recom-
mended to these railers against Freemasons. They may
assure themselves, that if there was no more in our
Institution than their little minds sugiest, it would have
fallen to the ground ages past, but the contrary being
the case, they may fairly conclude it will continue to exist,
notwithstanding any opposition, for ages yet to come.

Perhaps it will be said, that the moral and social prin-
ciples we profess, are equally necessary to the support
of every well-regulated society ; how, then, came M‘;sons
to appropriate the merit of such principles to them-
gelves? I answer, they are not only deemed necessary,
but taught, and brought into practice in the Lodge;
they are familiarized to us by such a plain, pleasing, and
peculiar method, that they seem no longer lessons of
rules, but become inherent principles in the breast of
every Freemason. But, from the corrupt state and dis-
position of mankind, there are some who will always
make it their business to asperse and ridicule whatever
th(’eg suspect has the least beauty or excellency in it.

These envious beings, having ‘)ust sense enough to per-
ceive that scandal is more prevalent than praise, and that
satire will sooner procure them a name than panegyric,
and, looking at our societies through false and narrow
mediums, t%)ey form judgments of them congenial to
themselves; acting 1n direct contradiction to the
Apostle’s exhortation to the Philippians, If there be
any virtue, if there be any praise,” they calumniate and
condemn it, notwithstanding the strength of reason with
which it is accompanied; notwithstanding the apparent
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benefit and advantage it may bring to mankind ; so little
relish have they for things excellent in themselves, so
inattentive are they to the force of the clearest reason-
ing, and o enveloped by ignorance and lprejudice, that
nothing is sufficient to convince them. 1 do not mean
that ignorance which implies a want of knowledge, but
that affected and presumptuous folly which despises it.
And of such Solomon says, * Seest thou a man that
desgiseth instruction? there is more hope of a fool than
of him.”

If, therefore, these accusers have any remains of
modesty, if the asserters of such calumny can ever blush,
they are now put to their trial ; for whilst they deal thus
freely with the principles and proceedings of persons of
the greatest honour and distinction, they are only dis-
covering to the judicious part of mankind the weakness
of their heads and the wickedness of their hearts. How
truly do they come under the standard of that descrip-
tion which Justus Lipsius, an eminent writer, has given
us of this sort of cavillers.

*Calumny,” says he, *“is a filthy and pernicious infec-
tion of the tongue; generally aimed by the most wicked
and abandoned part of mankind, against the most worthy
and deserving of esteem, and which wounds them unex-
pectedly. And to whom is it pleasing? To the vile,
the perfidious, the talkative. - But what is its source?
From what origin does it proceed? From falsehood, as
its father ; from envy as its mother; and from idle curi-
osity, as its nurse ?"

Would such persons exercise but a very small portion
of reason and reflection, they would readily perceive the
iniquity of their attempt to depreciate a Society which
has ever withstood and repelled every attack made
against it ; still acquiring additional honor and strength,
such proceedings affecting it no more than a javelin
thrown by the feeble hand of old age, that never reaches
or at most makes no impression on its destined mark.



ARGUMENT V.

ON THE HIEROGLYPHICAL FIGURES, PARABOLICAL AND
SYMBOLICAL CUSTOMS AND CEREMONIES, SECRET WORDS
AND SIGNS, WITH THE DIFFERENT DEGREES OF PRO-
BATION ASSIGNED TO THEM BY MASONS.

Tae last accusation brpught against Free and Ac-
cepted Masons, which I shall take any notice of, is, that
they make use of hieroglyphical figures, parabolical and
symbolical customs and ceremonies, secret words and
signs, with different degrees of probation peculiar to
themselves; these are also censured.

What evil these refined casuists can point out in such
proceedings, it is not easy to imagine. But I think it
no very difficult undertaking to justify them against all
objections.

It is well known that such customs and ceremonies
are as ancient as the first ages of the world, the philoso-
phers of which practised the method of inculcating their
sublime truths and important points of knowledge by
allegory and mythology, the better to secure them from
descending into the familiar reach of every inattentive
and unprepared novice, from whom they might not meet
with the veneration they deserved, and, therefore, be-
come too familiar and contemptible, for which reason
they were accustomed to proceed with the utmost care
and prudence. And Origen tells us (Origen Contra Cel-
sum), the Egyptian philosophers had sublime notions
which they kept secret, and never disclosed to the people,
but under the veil of fables and allegories:! also ot&er

! Hieroglyphios were a sort of mystical characters, intended to
preserve the most important mysteries of Nature, and the most
sublime inventions of man. The Greeks, therefore, considered the
interpretation of these characters as exclusively confined to the
priesthood, and even by them very little understood, as their real and
primitive knowledge had been lost and passed away, in the annihila-
tion of the power of the Pharaohs; first, by the usurpation of the
shepherd kings of the seventeenth dynasty ; und, afterwards, by the
irruption of the Persians, under Cambyses. This persuasion of the
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eastern nations concealed their mysteries under religious
ceremonies, a custom still retained by many of them.

An interpretation, therefore, of these allegories, &c.,
as they come under my notice, shall be attended to; and
will, I flatter myself, exactly square with the present

urpose.

Of all the symbols appropriated to Jupiter,? I shall
only mention the crown of rays, with the petasus and
caduceus, with which he is represented. e first de-
notes the power of the Supreme Being; the other, that
power ought to be accompanied by prudence.

The cock was a symbol peculiar to Mercury, as ex-

ressive of that vigilance which was so very necessary to
Eim, destined to execute many functions; as sometimes
this emblem hath an ear of corn in his bill, it may serve
to point out to man, that plenty and happiness will be
the consequence of care and attention.

The club is the symbol of Hercules, and denotes
strength.

The various symbols belonging to the goddess Diana,
were oxen, lions, griffins, stags, sphinxes, bees, boughs,
roses, &c., which signify, in a mystical sense, the uni-
verse, with all its productions. :

The story of Minerva, is entirely allegorical, relating
that Jupiter, having devoured Metis, i. e. Prudence, con-
ceived Minerva, and was delivered of her. This symbol
means, plainly, that prudence is wholly in God, and that
he produces her externally by the wonderful works con-
stantly manifested in his government of the universe.

@reeks, joined to the profound secresy under which the hierophant
inparted to the injtiated, in the mysteries of Isis, the sublime truths
to which the veneration and .credulity of mankind had attashed so
much importance, made them look upon hieroglyphics as the mystical
expressiot of these secrets, so carefully preserved from the people
at large, the explamation of which it was impossible to obtain.—~Epi-
TOR.
¢ Some suppose Jupiter was so named A juvando. But Selden says
that Jovis, Jovi, Jovem, Jove, are only corruptions of the sacred
name Jehovah. Prudentius is witty at the expense of his worship-
pers. He says:—
Miror quod ipsum non sacrati ntorem,
Nec te‘xlnplanix)' etmar:. ipse Phi.diﬁehabet,
Fabri deorum, vel parentes Numinum.
ui si caminis institissent jus,
on esset ullus Jupiter ilis.—EpiToR,
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It will not be foreign to my subjeet, to take notice
that cities, rivers, regions, and even the various parts of
the globe, had their proger symbols, which were so
many ensigns to distinguish them. Cities were signified
by women with towers on their heads: the East is
represented by a woman mounted upon a car, with four
horses, oscenzing as they go. The West is signified,
likewise, by a woman in a car drawn by two horses: the

nius that precedes her, together with the horses,

nding, by which the West, or sun setting, is de-
noted.

The symbol of Asia was a woman with a mural crown,
holding an anchor, to denote that the way thither was
to cross the sea. Africa was depicted by a woman with
an elephant’s trunk on her forehead. Thus were the
different parts of the world represented under their re-
spective symbols and hieroglyphics. ,

To improve properly on these mystical writings, we
must bring them home to ourselves, by way of applica-
tion.

First, in a physical sense ; for, under the various names
of pagan deities, are concealed the bodg and substance
" of natural philosophy ; under allegories the poets express
the wonderful works of Nature. »

Secondly, in an ethical sense the scope or intent of
mythologists was not fable, but morality. Their design
was to inform the understanding, correct the passions,
and govern the will. Examples are laid down to kindle
in the mind a candid emulation, leading through the
temple of virtue to the temple of honour. They set off,
in the fullest colours, the beauty of virtue and deformity
of vice. ]

Thirdly, in a theological sense; for let a skilful hand
modestly draw aside the veil of poetry, and he will
plainly discover the majestic form of divinity. I think
1t is an assertion of Tertullian, who lived in an earl e
of Christianity, that many of the poetical fictions had
their original from the Scriptures. And Plato is said,
by the best authorities, to have derived the sublimest

rinciples of his philosophy, from some writings of
oses which he has met with and studied in the course
of his travels in Egypt. Doubtless as the ancients, be-

+ ]
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fore the invention of letters, expressed their coneeptions
in hieroglyphics, so did the poeta their divinity, in fables

an%vpambl .

e also find, that even when they set up stones in
order to com any memorial, there was something
expressive eitﬁzr.ain the number of which the monument
consisted, or in the shape, or in the order and figure in
which they were disposed; of the first kind were the
monument of Mount Sinai, and that at Gilgal, erected
by Joshua upon the banks of Jordan. They consisted
of twelve stones each, because the people of Israel, for
whose sake the altar was built beside the streams of
Jordan which divided itself, opening a miraculous

age for the whole nation, were principally cluledpiﬂ:t’o.
twelve tribes, therefore the same number of stones were
set up in the midst of the place where the Ark had rested.

Likewise the famous pillars before Solomon’s Temple
were not placed there for ornament alone: their sigmfi-
cation, use, and mystical meanings are so well known to
the expert Mason, that it would be both unnecessary, as
it is improper for me to assign them here; neither are
the reasons why they were made hollow known to an
but those who are acquainted with the arcana of this
Society: though that circumstance so often occurs in
Scripture.

And with respect to assemblies and establishments
among men, they ever had signs and words, symbolical
customs and ceremonies, different degrees of probation,
&c., &c., as manifestly appears from all history, both
sacred and profane.

When the Israelites marched through the wilderness,
we find that the twelve tribes had, between them, four
priocipal banners or standards: every one of which had
its particular motto; and each standard, also, had a dis-
tinct sign described upon it. They encamped round
about the Tabernacle, and on the east side were three
tribes under the standard of Judah; on the west were
three tribes under the standard of Ephraim; on the
south were three tribes under the standard of Reuben;
and on the north were three tribes under the standard
of Dan: and the standard of Judah was a lion, that of
Ephraim an ox, that of Reuben a man, aud that of Dan
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an eagle® Whence were framed the hieroglyphics of
cI:hemII.)imn and seraphims, to represent the people of
srae

The ancient prophets, when they would describe

ings empbatically, did not only draw parables from
things which offered themselves, as from the rent of a
garment, from the sabbatic year, from the vessels of a
potter; but, also, when such fit ohjects were wanting,
they supplied them by their own actions, as by rending
a garment, by shooting, by making bare their body, by
imposing significant names to their sons, hiding a girdle
in the bank of Euphrates, by breaking a potter’s vessel,
by putting on fetters and yekes, by binding a book to &
stone and casting them both into Euphrates, by besieging
a painted city, by dividing hair into three parts, by
making a chain, carrying out household stuff, like a cap-
tive and trembling, by which kind of types the prophets
of old were accustomed to express themselves.

Thus having, in an ample manner, set forth the anti-
quity, meaning, and proprie};‘y of the use of hieroglyph-
ics, symbols, allegory, &ec., from the earliest timee, and
among the wisest and best of men, in arder to inform
and satisfy the inquirer why sueh customs have been re~
tained by this ancient and venerable Institution, strange,
indeed, and destitute of reason and justice, must they
appear who should make the least obf'ection to our secret
economy.—Mistaken censurers should be left to the en-
joyment of their own ignerance, malevolence, and de-
traction.

The Book of Judges informs us that the Gileadites
made use of an expressive and distinguishing mark, when
pursued over the river Jordan by the Ephraimites.

The Essenes, among the Jews—a sort of Pythagoreans

% Vatablus, from a oertain Jew, says that the Iaraclites marched
under four ensigns. The first was Reuben’s, whose banner was a
man, signifying religion and reason ; the second standard was Judah’s,
and it was a lion, denoting power; as, in after times, the arms of
Po: oy the Great, Leo ensifer, were engraven on his signet; the
ﬂxi‘rx:iP distinet colours were Ephraim’s, of an oz, intimating patience
and toilsome labour; the fourth was Dan’s, bearing an eagle, be-
tokening wisdom, agility, and sublimity ; from whence, it is likely, the
towering Romans had taken, after divers descents, their eagle, their
pares aquilas, and their eagles, displayod under Constantine, and
gince. (8ee Dr. Kellet’s Tricenium Christi, p. 34.)
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—also conversed, one with another, by signs and words,
which they received on their admission, and which were
preserved with care and reverence as the great charac-
teristic of this sect.

The Greeks, likewise, had a particular method, which,
before an engagement, was adopted by the general and
officers, and by them communicated to the whole army,
as a mark of distinction to know friends from enemies.
It commonly contained some good emen, or the name of
some deity worshipped by their country, or some hero
from whom they expected success in their enterprises.
And it is judiciously remarked by Laertius, that as gene-
rals use watch-words in order to discover their own
soldiers from an enemy—as it is practised in all armies
and garrisons at this day—so it is neceseary to commu-
nicate to the members of a Society certain distinctions,
whereby they may discover strangers from individuals of
their own sect.

And it is not within the reach of every one’s observa-
tion that there is a8 meaning in many acts and gestures,
and that nature has endowed mankind with particular
motions to express the various intentions of the mind.
We all understand weeping, laughing, shrugs, frowns,
&c., as forming a species of universal language. Appli-
cations are many times made, and a kind of dialogue
maintained only by the casts of the eye, and motions of
the adjacent muscles ; and we have recorded in history an
account of a philosopher who answered an argument
onlg by getting up and walking.

ending the knees,* in adoration of the Deity, is one
of the most ancient customs among men. Bowing, or
rostrating the body, is a mark of humiliatien ; even

ﬁining right hands is a token of fidelity, for Valerius

aximus tells us that the ancients had a moral deity,
whom they called Fides, a goddess of honesty or fidelity ;
and adds, when they promised anything of old, they gave
the hand to pledge it, as we do, and, therefore, she is re-

. presented as giving her hand, and sometimes with her

¢ Knoecling was always estcemed a symbol of humility.— Humiliari
est ad humum inclinare. Prostration was the emblem of a devout
temper of mind. Rising again signified Hope, or hoping Charity.
Standing &r:aared the mind for prayer and thanksgiving by an un-
feigned Fai
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two hands conjoined. Chartarius more fully describes
this by observing, that the proper residence of faith or
ﬁdelit‘y was thought by the ancients to be in the right
bhand.® Amd, therefore, this deity, he informs us, was
sometimes represented by two right hands joined to-
gether ; sometimes by two little images shaking each
other’s right hand ; so that the ri¥bt hand was by them
held sacred, and was symbolically made use of in a
solemn manner to denote fidelity. And we read, in the
book of Ruth, of particular customs practised among the
Israelites, whenever they meant to confirm any compact
they entered into. .
ith respect to Probationary Degrees, the instances
that might be produced of the antiquity, necessity, and
eneral use of them, would fill a large volume ; suffice
1t here to mention the following :— '

The philosophers inform us that the Egyptian King
Xopper commanded that the secret of which he was pos-
sessed should not be divulged to any but those who were
found skilful in every step they advanced ; also the great
heathen king X?holet ordered the grand secret of which
he was: possessed to be revealed to none but those who,
after thorough examination, were found to be worthy, and
inflicted disgrace and severe punishment on those who
transgressed this law.

And if we examine the customs of the Jews, we shall
see that the Levites had the several degrees of initiation,
oconseeration, and ministration. And in their grand San-
hedrim they had all three chiefofficers: the principal, vice-
principal, and the chacam, ¢. e. wise man; the two latter -
were called assistant-counsellors. Their pupils were di-
vided into three distinet classes, who, according to their
abilities, were, from time to time, elected to fill up the
vacant offices in this great assembly. ,

About the time of our Saviour’s nativity, the eastern
schools used a set form of discipline. The scholar
was first termed a disciple, in respect of his learning;
a junior, in respect of his minority; bachur, i. e
one chosen or elected, in respect of s election
ands coaptation in the number of disciples; and after

8 Amongst the Jews a glove was used to ratify a bargain or con-
tract, andggsitven and taken as a pledge of Fidelity in the transaction.

-




44 MASONIC MANUAL.

he had proved himself a proficient in their studies, azd
was thought worthy of some degree, by imposition of
hands he was made a graduate. At the east end of
school or synagogue the Jews had a chest, called aron or
ark, in which was locked up the pensateuch in manu-
script, wrote on velluns, in square characters, which, by
express command, was to be delivered to such only as
were found to be wise among them. This method of
proceeding was also observed at the building of Solo-
mon’s Temple, when we know the craftsmen were not
to be made masters until that glorious edifice should be
. completed, that so they might acquire competent skill,
and be able to give ample proof of their qualifications.

Pythagoras, who flourished above five hundred years
before Christ, never permitted a pupil to sFeak in his
school till he had undergone a probation of five years’
silence. 1

The Essenes, already mentioned, had the following
customs when a person desired admittance into their
society : he was to pass through proper degrees of pro-
bation, before he could be a master of their mysteries;
when he was received into the class of novices, he was pre-
sented with a white garment; and when he had been llc)mg
enough te give some competent proof of his secresy an
virtue, he was admitted to further knowledge, but still
he went on with the trial of his integrity and good morals ;
and at length, being found worthy in every respect, was
fally admitted into their mysteries; but before he was
received as an established member he was first to bind
- himself, by solemn obligations and professions, to do jus-
tice, to do no wrong, to keep faith with all men, toembrace
the truth, to keep his hand clear from fraudulent deal-
ings, not to conceal from his fellow-professors any of the
mysteries, nor to communicate them to the profane,
though it should be to save his life; to deliver nothing
but what he received, as well as to endeavour to preserve
the principles that he professed. Every member ate and
drank at one common table, and any Brethren of the same
Fraternitywho came from places ever 8o remote, were
sure to be received at their meetings.

And it may be further remarked of the Jews that, in
the feast of the seventh month, the High Priest was not
even permitted to read the law to the people until he had
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studied it seven days, viz., upon the_fourth, fifth, sixth,
seventh, eighth, ninth, and tenth days, being attended
b{ some of the priests to hear him perform, and to judge
of his qualifications for that purpose.

The above proceeding. is so far from being novel, that
it is practiesd in our own nation even at this day in the
learned societies of every denomination ;—for instaace in
academical degrees, there are bachelor, master, doetor;
in the church, the several orders of deacon, priest, and
bishop ; in the municipal law, those of the student, bar-
rister, and serjeant; in the civil law and physic, student,
bachelor, and dector: in each of these the disciple or
scholar undergoes fpmper examinations, and must, or at
least ought, to be found well qualified prior to his .admis-
sion to superior rank.

And, as Freemasonry is in like manner a progressive
science, not te be perfectly attained but by time, patience,
and application, how neceesary is it that testintonies of

oper qualifications should be required for the respective

egrees, before the candidate can attain them, both in re-
gard to soience and morality—as the homour of the In-
stitution should always be a princi‘}:al object in view of
every Free and Accepted Mason, who ought to be well
instructed in the scientific knowledge and moral and
social virtues peculiar te an inferior, ere he will be
admitted to the more sublime truthe of the perfect and
well-qualified Mason.

The nature of my design leads me, in the next place,
to the consideration of the name which has been adopted
by eur Institution from its first establishment, and to
inform the unlettered #r inattentive Brother that this did
not arise merely from our skill in architecture, or the
principles of building, but from a more comprehensive
acquaintance and knowledge of the sublimest principles
of philosophy and moral virtue; which, however excel-
lent they may be in the opinion of the learned and judi-
cious part of mankind, cannot be indiscriminately revealed
to every one, lest, instead of that respect which they
require for want of right understanding gud a sound
mind, they might not produce their just and necessary
consequences, as even the purest morality and wisest
systems have been too often ridiculed by the folly or
perverseness of weak or wicked men.
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Therefore, the name of Mason is not to be considered
in the contracted implication of a builder of habitations,
&c., but figuratively, pursuant to the method of the
ancient Society on which this Institution is founded ; and
taken in this sense, a Mason is one who, by gradual ad-
vances in the sublime {ruths and various arts and sciences
which the principles and precepts of Freemasonry tend
to ineulcate and establish, 18 raised by regular courses to
such a degree of perfection as to be replete with happi-
hess to himself, and extensively beueficial to others.

As to the appendage “ Free,” that evidently owed its
rise to the practice of the ancients, who never suffered
the liberal arts and sciences to be taught to any but the
free-born.

I now presume I have sufficiently exposed and contro-
verted the foregoing allegations. And having also traced
back to the earliest ages the use and meaning of symbols
and hieroglyphice, and likewise fully demonstrated the
original intention and use of allegorical figures and cere-
monies, and the reasonableness and necessity of progres-
sive degrees in the pursuit of every art and science, no
unprejudiced person will think it extraordinary that those
customs and ceremonies established and connected with
our Institution have been most sacredly and inviolably
preserved and adhered to by us to this day. But what
such customs and ceremonies are—for what ends and
Pur?oses used—never can be known, except to true and

awful Brethren.

Therefore, however anxious and restless the busy and
invidious may be, and whatever att?:hgts they may make
to traduce our Iustitution and prgeeedings, or to discover
our mysteries, all their endeavours will prove ineffectual.
They will still find that the only means to attain to the
knowleddge of our mysteries are abilities, integrity, firm-
ness, and a due and constant perseverance in the great
duties of moral and social life, in the principles of reli-
gion and virtue, and whatever is commendable and praise-
worthy. These are the steps, and this is the clue that
will lead and direct the practisers of such excellencies to
the heights of Freemasonry, and, while they adhere to
them, will effectually secure them favour from every able
and faithful Brother, and the warmest approbation and
satisfaction from their own hearts.
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" ARGUMENT VI

OF THE MOSAIC WQRK AS A SYMBOL, AND THRE VIRTUEBS OF
FAITH, HOPE, CHARITY, TEMPERANCE, FORTITUDE, PRU-
DENCE, JUSTICE, BROTHERLY LOVH. RELIEF, AND TRUTH
OF THE MASONIO INSTITUTIONS. :

As the steps of man are attended by various and un-
oertain incidents of life, as our days are chequered with
a strange contrariety of events, and our passage through
this existence, though sometimes blessed with dpros us
circumstances, yet often beset by a multitude of evils,
bence is the Lodge furnished with Mosaic work, to re-
mind us of the precariousness of our state on earth.

To-day our feet tread in p;merity, to-morrow we
totter on the uneven paths of ness, temptation and
adversity. Whilst this emblem is before us, we are in-’
structed to boast of mothing, to have compassion, and
give aid to those who are in adversity, to walk uprightly
snd with humility ; for such is our existence that there
is no station in which pride can be stably founded: all
men are similar by mature, yet some are born to more
elevated stations than others, but when in the grave all
are upon a level—death destroying all distinctions.

‘Whilst we tread on the Mosaic work, let our ideas re-
turn to the original which it copies; and let every Mason
act as the dictates of reason prompt him, to live in Bro-
therly love, Faith, Hope and Charity. :

Faith is the foundation of justice, the bond of amity,
and the chief support of society; we live by faith, we
walk by faith; by faith we have a continual hope in the
ackuowledgment of a Supreme Being; by faith we are
justified, accepted, and finally saved. A true Christian
faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence
of things not seen. If we, with suitable, true devotion,
maintain our Masonic profession, our faith will become &
beam of light, and bring us to those blessed mansions
where we shall be eternally happy with God, the Grand
Architect of the Universe, whose Son died for us and
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rose again, that we might be justified through faith in
his blood.

Hope is the anchor of the soul, both sure and stead-
fast, and enters into that within the veil; let a firm
reliance in the Almighty’s faithfulness animate our en-
deavours, and teach us to fix our hopes within the limits
of His promises, so shall success attend us. If we be-
lieve a thing to be impossible, our despondency may
render it so; but he that perseveres will ultimately over-
come all difficulties. :

Charity—oh, how lovely is the theme!—it is the
brightest gem that can adorn our masonic profession ; it
is the best test and the surest proof ef religion. Be-
nevolence, attended by heaven-born Charity, is an honour
to the nation from whenoe i¢ springs, it is nourished, and
cherished. Happy is the man who has sowed in his
breast the of benevolenee, the produce thereof is
love and peace ; he envieth not his neighbour; he listeneth
not to a tale, when reported by slander; revenge or
malice has no place in his breast; he forgives the injuries
of men, and endeavours to blot them from his recollec-
tion. Let us, therefore, remember that we are Christians
and Masons, being ready to listen to him who craveth
our assistance, ang from want never to withhold a liberal
hand; so shall an heartfelt satisfaction reward our labour,
and the produce of liberality most assuredly follow after.

By the exercise of Brotherly love, we are taught to
regard the whole human species as one family—the high
and low, rich and poor; all created by one Almighty
Being, and sent into the world for the aid, support, and
protection of each other: on this grand principle Ma-
sonry unites men of every country, sect, and opinion,
and conciliates true friendship amongst those who might
otherwise have remained at a perpetual distance.

Relief. is another tenet of our Masonic profession. To
relieve the distressed is a duty incumbent upon every
man, but more particularly upon Masons, who are linked
together by one indissoluble chain of sincere affaction;
hence, to soothe the unhappy, to sympathise with their
misfortunes, to compassionate their miseries, and restore
peace to the troubled mind, is the grand aim we have in
view: on this basis we establish our friendships and form
our oconnections.
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Truth is a divine attribute and the foundation of every
masonio virtue: to be men and true, is a lesson we
are taught at our initiation; on this grand theme we
contemplate, and by its dictates we endeavour to rule
and govern our lives and actions; hence hypocrisy and
deceit are supposed to be unknown to us; sincerity and
plain dealing are our distinguishing characteristice, while
the heart and tongue join in t.Ermnotrmg each other’s
welfare, and rejoicing in each other’s ;n'osperity.

Virtue is the highest attainment of the mind, the in-
tegrity, harmony, and just balanee of affection; the
health, strength, and beauty of the soul. The perfec-
tion of virtue is to give reason its full scope, to obey the
authority of comscience with algerity, to exercise the
duties of life with fortitude, in public to maintain justice,
and in private to abserve temperance. - To love and
adore God with disinterested affection, and to acquiesce
in his kind providence with a calm resignation, is the
surest means of attaining virtue, approaching to perfec-
tion and happiness, and leaving the unhappy ways of
vice and misery.

Temperance is that due restraint of our passions and
affections which renders the body tame and governable,
and frees the mind from the allurements ofs vice: this
virtue ought to be the practice of every Mason, as it
teaches him to avoid excess, or contracting any vicious
or licentious habits that might necessarily lead him to
betray his trust.

Fortitude is that noble and steady purpose ¢f the seul,

ually distant from rashness and cowardice, which ena-
bles us to undergo any labour or difficulty when found
necessar{ or expedient, and ought to be deeply impressed
on the breast of every Mason, as a fence of security
against any attack that might be made upon him, by
force or otherwise, to extort from him any of our royal
secrets.!

. !'Inthe last century our Brethren introduced many tests of fortitade,

to prove the candidates before they were initiated; and hence the
brand, which in those times referred to the initiation fee, was often
oonsidered in a much more formidable point of view, and was an
object of dread to the nervous candidate, and his initiation frequent!

roduced more entertainment to the Brethren than the Order woul

irly justify. His fortitude was severely tested in some of the
Lodges; but such practices form no part of the system of Freema-
sonry, and have been many years abolished. —EDITOR.
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Prudence teaches us to regulate our lives and actions
according to the dictates of reason; being that habit of
the mmf by which men wisely judge and pru&enﬁallﬁ
determine on all things relative to their present as we
as their future happiness, and onght to be nicely attend-
ed to in all strange and mixed companies; never to let
drop or slip the.least hint whereby the secretas of our
royal art may be illegally obtained.

Justice is the boundary of right, and constitutes the
cement of civil society. Without the exercise of this
virtue, universal confusion would ensue, lawless force
would take away the barriers of equity, and social inter-
course woeuld no longer exist. A?d as justice, in a great
measure, constitutes the really good man, so it ought to
be.the perpetual study of the accomplished Mason never
to deviate from the minutest principle thereof.
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ARGUMENT VIL

ON THE MODEL OR GROUND-PLAN OF THE TEMPLE ; JACOB’S
LADDER; THE GRAND ARCHITECP?'S SIX PERIODS § AND
JEPTHA’S BATTLE WITH THE EPHRAIMITES.

From the earliest period, mankind ever had the most
oconvincing proofs of the existence of a Supreme Being.!
Yet, in the most ancient and best historians, we do not
find it recorded that any flace was set apart for wor-
shipgin the true God, till after the happy deliverance
of the ghildren of Israel from their Egyptian bondage;
when the time was then at hand that the Almighty re-
vealed himself amongst men in so wonderful a manner
that made his name glorious throughout all nations.

He did not lead the Children of Israel through the land
of the Philistines, although a much nearer way, but
through the wilderness, wherein He showed His great
wisdom and mercy; as the spirit of liberty being yet in
embryo, their hearts might fail them at the appearance
of se warlike a people.as the Philistines, and they might
return to their former slavery. '

He, therefore, commanded his faithful servant Moses to
conduct them through the wilderness, to the borders of
the Red Sea, on their th to the promised land ; which
made Pharaoh, King of Egypt, regret that he had let so
many useful slaves %as he was Jrlemd to term them)
depart his dominions; and he ordered six hundred chosen
chariots to attend him, with all the company of his cap-
tains that were in Egypt, for he was determined to bring
them back to their former captivity, or perish in the
attempt. :

The Children of Israel finding themselves confined by

! But, though all nations acknowledged the existence of & Supreme
and superintending power, none but the Jews worshipped him truly,
All other people, as Minucius Felix says, * Conditorem soum aut du-
cem inelytum, aut reginam pudicam, sexu suo fortiorem, aut alioujus
muneris, vel artis repertorem venerabetur, ut civem bons memorise.
Sio defunctis premium, et futuris dabatur exemplum.”—EDITOR.

’
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the Red Sea in the front, by impassable mountains on the
right and left, and the Egyptian army in the rear, fear
overcame them, and, in their despair, they murmured
sorely against Moses, saying, * Was there not ground in
Egypt for our ifterment, that thou hast brought us away
to die in the wilderness?”

Mones apake with comfort unto them, and ‘told them
te fear nothing, for on that day they should observe, the
salvation of the Lord, who would fight fer thems; and,
in order to prove his assertion, he, by God’'s command,
stretched out his hand over the waves of the Red Sea,
and caused a sirong easterly wind to blow, which divided
the waters so that there was apparently a wall on each
side, while the Children ef Israel marched through oa
dry ground.

Pharaoh perceiving this, his heart was hardened, and
he attempted to follow them, but the Almighty eon-
tinued his protection, by & miraculous pillar, which had
two wonderful effects, one was of light to the Israelites
by night, t¢ conduct them through the Red Sea, and the
other a8 a pillar of cloud and smoke by day, which was
darkness to the Egyptians, and prevented their pursuit;
he also caused o further plague amongst them, for with
& mighty band and out-stretched arm, he sent an angel
by night to strike off their chariot~wheels, which made
them to drag so heavily, that the two armies came nof
together all that night.

en morning dawn appeared, Pharaoh perceiving the
hand of God werking sorely against him, attempted to
return; but it was then too late, for by that time the
Israelites had gained the opposite shore, when Moses
desired them to look back upon their long-dreaded
enemy the ians, fot in fatare they should see them
no more; he then, by God’s command, stretched forth
his band a second time over the Red Sea, which caused
the waters to return into their primitive channel, and
-overwhelmed Pharaeh and all his host? And in com-

$ Chseremon tells a curious story about the departure of the Israel-

Stos out of Egth, % The goddess Isis ap; to King Amenophis

in a vision, an d him severely for suffering her temple to he
ruined in the war; and Phritipantes, a hﬁrmbe, suggested 1t %o
the king. that if he would olear Egypt of all people laboaring under
foul and mmlignsnt distempers, lkulld'nembononﬂogagm
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memorstion of 50 happy and glorious & deliverance, Moses
marched three days into the wilderness, singinil:{mm,
praises, and thanksgivings to the Most High ; they
also erected a tent or tabernacle in the wilderness, agree-
ably to the plan given to Moses on Mount Sinai; which
afterwards proved to be the model or ground-plan of that
magnificent Temple, built at Jerusalem by King Solo-
mon, with such regal splendour and unparalleled reful-

nt lustre, as far surpassed all former exertions of

uman skill.

Or Jacop’s Lapper.—Rebeoca, the wife of Isaac, well
knowing there was a peculiar blessing divinely confided
0 her husband, was resolved to obtain it for her young-
est son Jacob, although by birthright it belonged to
Esau, her first-born; she no sooner, by fraud, had ab-
tained this blesunﬁ' for Jacob, but he was obliged to flee
from the wrath of his brother, who £roposed in his mind
to slay him as he journeyed to P , in the land
of Mesopotamia, where, by his parents’ strict cammand,
be was enjoined to go. Coming to a desert plain, and
the sun being gene down, he was obliged to take up his
abode there for the night, where be had the cold earth
for his bed,-a. stone for his pillow, and the canopy of
heaven for his covering ; and as he slumbered, in a vision
he saw a ladder, the bottom of which rested upon the
earth, and the top reached to heaven, whereon the angels
of God were ascending and descending; those who were
ascending, were going to reeeive the divine commands,
and those descending, were coming to put the divine laws
into execution.

It was then and there the Almighty entered into a
solemn covenant with Jacob, that nf he would abide by
his laws and fulfil his commands, he would not only
bring him back to his father’s house in peace and plenty,
but would make of him a great and mighty people;
and as in progress of time Joseph, by Pharaoh’s appoint-
ment, became the second man in command in Egypt, so
the Israelites became the most prosperous nation under
the heavens )

with like appazitions. Upon this there was a call made of impotent
and infirm wretohes, and- 250,000 of them were banished from the
place, under the command of Moses and Joseph, two of the number,
and holy men.”—EDITOR.
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Tre GranDp Arcmrreor’s Six Periops.—When we
contemplate that the formation of the world was the
work of that omnipotent and all-wise Being, who formed
and ereated the beautiful system of the universe, how
ought we to adore his holy name, for his infinite
ness and mercy towards the children of men! for before
he was pl to command the vast world into exist-
ence, the elements and the materials of the creation lay
blended without form or distinction. Darkness was
upon the face of the deep, and the spirit of God moved
upon the face of the waters, when the great Jehovah, as
an example to man, and to show that things of moment
ought to be done with deliberation—was pleased to
continue six days in’ periedically creating it from chaos
to 'gerfection.

he Almighty showed the first instance of his power
by making light; and, seeing it was good, he gave it his
sacred approbation, and distinguished it by a new name
—called the light day, and the darkness he called the
night;* and in order to keep new framed matters within
Just limits, the second period was employed in laying
the foundations of the heavens, which were to sustain
the waters within the clouds separate from the waters
beneath. In the third period, he commanded those
waters within due bounds; on the retreat of which, dry
land appeared, which he called earth; and the waters,
when gathered together, he called seas; the earth bein,
yet irregular and uncultivated, God spake the word, an
nature covered it with a most beautiful carpet of flowers,
plants, trees, herbs, and shrubs of all sorts, 1n full growth
and perfection. In the fourth period, those two grand
bright luminaries, the sun and moon, were made by his
word, the one to rule the day, and the other to rule the
night; for signs and for seasons, for days and for years;
beside the sun and moon, the omnipotent and all-wise

® Much has been written on the oreation of angels. Ambrose
(Hexam., c. 5), and Hilary (de Trinit., 12), say that angels existed
before the creation of our world. Among the Greeks, Basil, Origen,
Chrysostomyand Nazianzen, held the same opinion. Beda and Cas-
siodorus assert that they were created within the six days; while
Gennadius and Aocatins zold that the angels were created after the
world, and the soul of man after his body. Almost all the divines
of the Latin church, and after them, the schools, believe that they
forméd part of the six days’ creation. (See Col. i.. 16.)—EDITOR.
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Creator was pleased to bespangle the etherial concave
with innumerable stars, that man, whom he intended to
make, might contemplate on his great wisdom, and
justly praise his divine majesty and glory. In the fifth
period, he commanded the waters to bring forth a variety
of fish for our use; and in order to imprint on man a
reverential awe of his divine omnipotency, he created
large whales, which, with other living monsters, brought
forth abundantly. In the fifth period, he also created
the fowls to fly m the air, that man might please both hig
eyes and his ears, in being delighted with some for their
most beautiful plumage and uncommeon instinet, and
with others for their melodious notes. In the sixth
period, he created the beasts of the field, and reptiles to
crawl upon the earth, wherein we may plainly perceive
that his divine goodness and mercy were made nranifest
in all his proceedings, by produeing what effect he
pleased, withoyt the aid ofp natural causes,—such as
giving light to the world before he created the sun, and
making the earth fruitful, and capable of bringing forth
plants without the influence of the heavenly bodies.

He did not create the beasts of the field until he had
provided them with sufficient herbage; nor did he make
man till he had fitted ‘his house, and furnished it with
every thing requisite for life and for pleasure. Then, to
dignify the works of his hands, he made man after his
own image, who eame into the world with greater
bonour than any of the creatures that were before him,
as they came with no other ceremony than the divine

God e the word, and the inferior animals were
made! but in the workmanship of man, there was a oon-
sultation of the blessed Trinity, sayi:dg, “ Let us make
man;’ and he was accordingly formed out of the. dust
of the earth, into his nostrils was breathed the breath
of life, and he beeame a living soul. In this one crea-
ture was amassed every thing that was excellent in the
whole creation, such as the (}ua,lity or substance of an
animate being, the life of plants, the sense of beasts,
the understanding of angels; being created after the
imafe of God, to adore his divine Creator, who had so
nobly bestowed on him the faculty of speech, and en-
dowed him with that most noble instinct, called reason.

The Almighty, then, as his last and best gifi to man.
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creatad woman ; under his forming hand, a creature grew
manlike, but diffexrent in sex; so lovely and fair, that
what seemed fair in all the world before now seemed
mean, or in her summed up; she came, led by her hea-
venly Maker, though unseen, and guided by his voice!
Adorned with whatever earth and Heaven eould bestow
to make her amiable, ¢ Grace was in her steps, Heaven
in her eye, in every gesture dignity and love.”

On the seventh day, the Almighty’s works being end-
ed, he hallowed, blessed, and sanctified the same, intend-
ing thereby, that man should work with industry six
days for the support of himself and family, and set apart
the seventh to rest from labour,and to praise and glerify
God for his being, his protection, his sustenange, and
every other blessing that he enjoys.

May the six dags’ work of the creation stimulate every
Freemason to industry.

JepTHA’S BATTLE WiTH THE EPgRAnaTES.—It dates
its orifin from the time that the Ephraimites crossed the
river Jordan, in order to quarrel with J epthas, the Gilead-
itish general, by reason of his not calling them out to
partake of the rich spoils of victory in the Ammonitish
war, as theit former leaders had done. The Ephraimites
had long been a clamourous and noisy people, but at
length they came to extremities, threatening to destroy
Jeptha and his house with fire. Jeptha tried all mild and
lenient means to pacify them, which proving abortive,
he was obliged to have recourse to rigorous ones; he, there-
fore, gave them battle, and defeated them with great
slaughter.t

Jeptha, in order to secure himself from the like molest-
ation in future, sent and guarded the passes of the river
Jordan, which he knew they must cross in order to

¢« The far greater part of the Jews, even Josephus, Philo, and
the Chaldee mhmt' acknowle Jeptha to ha?e been suffered
b{ Grod, by the High Priests, and the whole people, to offer the fruit
of his own body, an innocent young virgin, an only child, the sole
object of his present comfort and futum%pes, in & burnt-offering
unto the Lord, who had so often declared his utter abhorrence against
all such abominations, and rejected the Canaanites upon that very
account, A great deal hath been written to establish the probability
that she was not put to death, but restricted to a life of celibacy;
but all that has been alleged, in support of both opinions, amounts o
nothing but conjectare.” (Univ. Hl;lt.. vol. ii., p. )—EbIT0R.
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return to their own country, with strict injunetions to his
Emrd:, that if any came that way, and owned themselves

phraimites, to slay them immediately, and if they said
nay, there was a test-word put to them, viz., to pronounce
the word Shibboleth, whic th:{, for want of an aspira-
tion peculiar to their dialect, could not frame to articu?ate,
but called it Sibboleth, which small variation discovered
their country, and cost them their lives: so that' there
fell on that day in the field of battle, and on the banks
of the Jordan, as holy writ informs us, forty and two
thousand Ephraimites, and that test-word was afterwards
g:damong:ttheeiludimtodisﬁngnishﬁ'isndﬁvm




68

ARGUMENT VIII

ON THE SEVEN LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES—GRAMMAR,
RRRTORIC, LOGIC, ARITHMETIC, GEOMETRY, MUSIC,
ASTRONOMY ; AND ON THE BSIX ARTS AND SCIENCES,
AS BLENDED IN ASTRONOMY.

Grammar, which comprebends orthography and ety-
mology, teaches to decline nouns, conjugate verbs, and
to express a variety of words and phrases, according to
the idiom peculiar to the language we speak in. This
being the é)ms of all the liberal sciences, it particularly
concerns us, 88 Masons, to know its rules; for without
this knowledge, we cannot be acquainted with the beau-
ties of our own Lectures, nor can we speak with correct-
ness or propriety.

Rhetoric is the art of speaking with judicious empha-
sis, which enables us to regulate and vary the tone of
voice, in order to persuade, soften and affect the hearts of
the hearers; it likewise leads the mind to the discovery of
things that are new, or seem abstruse: this science is
also eariched with figures, which add strength and beau-
ty to elocution, and is, therefore, properly adapted to the
subjects of our masonic mysteries.

Logic is that delightful science which guides our rea-
son, and directs our ..Jerstanding to the knowledge of
things in general, as well for our improvement as the
instruction of others; and as the excellency of Maso
consists in the four principal operations of the mind,
namely,—conceiving, judging, reasoning, and disposing ;
this liberal science is highly essential to our fraternal
Institution.

Arithmetic is the ground-work, and absolute founda-
tion of universal knowledge ; for, without the art of num-
bers, our natural abilities would in a manmer be useless,
or at least so vague, precarious, and defective, that scarce
any material business could be conducted with certainty.
Abraham first taught this useful science to the Egyp-
tians, and it was afterwards much improved by Pythago-
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vas, who introduced such hierogl{phieal figures and
allegorical emblems, as have enabled us to keep the
popular world perpetually ignorant of our mysteries,
until they become Masons.

Geometry is the origin of the mathematics, and the
foundation of architecture; comprehending the doctrine
of whatever is susceptible of increasing or diminishing ;
hence, not onmly point, line, superfiee, and solid, come
within our consideration, but also time, space, velocity,
and magnitade in ﬂmeral. By the further study of this
fifth science, on which Masonry is founded, we are led to
contemplate on the inimitable works of the primary
stllp;eme grand Geometrician of this vast terraqueous

obe. . *

8 Music is divided into speculative and praetical, and is
the art of so disposing and conducting sounde, under cer-
tain measures of tone and time, as to produce agreeable
harmony. This accomplished scienti(?cal art may also
be contrived and ordered by consonances or succession,
or both by just intervals, so as to raise delightful sensa~
tions, and be the means of blending innocent mirth with
our amusements, when the Right Worshipful Master
orders us from labour to refreshment.

Of all the noble sciences ever cultivated by mankind,
Astronomy is acknowledged to be the most sublime, the
most interesting, and the most useful; for it not only
treats of the system, magnitude, distance, conjunction,
and regular course of the celestial bodies, but it unfolds
the mystical causes by which these wonderful revolutions
are performed. By the further study of the planetary
orbs, our mental faculties also become exalted, far above
the contemptible doctrine of those who doubt the wis-
dom, power, goodmess, superintendence, or even the
existence of a Supreme Being.

Astronomy stands confessedly the most exalted and
sublime science that has ever been cultivated by man.
By this divine science the Grand Architect of the

niverse has enabled the mind of man, not onl{ to view
his wonderful omnipotency in a much stronger light than
he could otherwise effect, but also to demonstrate, even
to the sceptic, if any such exist, that nothing less than
the Almighty power could establish such innumerable
systems of the heavenly bodies, place them at their rela-
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tive distances, and finally keep the whole in universal
order. To view the starry firmament without this science,
mankind are impressed with a reverential awe of heaven-
ly wisdom; but when we exrlore the science with its
ds;mOnntrstive truths, we are lost in astonishment at the
boundless fields of ether, where those vast systems are
placed. This noble science may justly be said to eom-
prehend the whole of the other six: as by grammar we
correctly exgmss the substanoe of our observations; by
rhetoric we foreibly impress the truths therein contained ;
by logic we proceed to demonstrate those truths: by
writhmetic we make our calculations; by geometry we
measure the magnitudes and distances of those vast orbs;
and finally, we cannot but subscribe to the harmony of
the whole, where there is not the least discord to be
found in any of it parts. In short, it is by the help of
this sublime science that mankind are enabled to plough
the trackless ocean, to traverse the sandy waste of the
immense desert; by commerce to civilize rude and
ssvage nations, to unite men of all countries, sects, and
opinions, and oonciliate true friendship among persons
who would otherwise have remained at an immense dis-
tance asunder.
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ARGUMENT IX.

ON THE PIVE NOBLE ORDERS OF ARCHITECTURE: THR
TUSCAN, THE DORIC, THEE IONIC, THR CORINTHIAN,
AND THE COMPOSITE; AND' THE FIVE POINTS OF
MASONIC PELLOWSHIP JUSTLY ILLUSTRATED.

Tue Tuscan is the most simple and solid of the five
orders in architecture; it was invented in Tuscany, from
whence it derives its name; its column is seven diame-
ters high ; its capital, base, and entablature, have but
few mouldings or ornaments; yet there is a peculiar
beauty in its simplicity, which adds te its value, and
makes it fit to be used m structures where the more rich
and delicate orders would be deemed improper.

The Doric is the most agreeable to nature, and most
ancient; it was invented by the Dorians, a le of
Greece; its column is eight diameters high; it has no
ornaments either on base or capital, except the mould-
ings; ita frieze is distinguished by triglyphs and metopes,
and the triglyphs compose the ornaments of the friege;
the composition of its pillar is both grand and noble, and
is, therefore, principally used in warlike structures,
wlgc:;a strength, and a noble, but rough, simplicity is re-

uired.

1 The Ionic bears a kind of mean proportion between
the more solid and delicate orders. xi‘lm first idea of its
invention was given by the Ionians, a people of Greece;
its column is nine diameters high; its capital is adorned
with volutes, and its cornice hasdentils or simple modil-
lons; and history informs us that the famous Temple of
Diana, at Ephesus, was of this order.

The Corinthian is the richest of the five orders in
architecture; it is deemed a mastar-piece of art, and was
. invented at Corinth by Callimachus; its column is ten
diameters high; its capital is adorned with two rows of
leaves, and eight volutes, which sustain the sbacus: this
order is principally used in stately and superb structures.

Ths Composite, or compound Roman order, is derived
fiom the other four orders, and to the Romans we are
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indebted for its invention; its column is ten diameters
high, and is quartered round as the Tuscan and Doric;
its capital has the volutes of the Ionic, the two rows of
leaves of the Corinthian; and its cornice has dentils or
simple modillons ; this order is principally used in struc-
tures where strength, elegance, and beauty are displayed.

The Mosaic pavement, eing variegated and chequered,
alludes to that diversity of objects which decorate and
adorn the creation; likewise to that wonderful variety
of benefits which the great Creator has so bountifully
bestowed for use and -sustenance, even to the minutest
of his creatures.

The Blazing Star—the glory in the centre—reminds
us of that awful period when the Almighty delivered
the two tables of stone, containing the Ten Command-
ments, to his faithful servant Moses, on Mount Sinai,
when the rays of his divine majesty.shone so bright that
none could behold it without fear and trembling; it also
reminds us of the omnipresence of the Almighty over-
shadowing us with his divine love, and dispensing his
blessings amonq us; and by its being placed in the cen-
tre, it ought, also, further to remind us, that wherever
or however assembled, God is in the midst of us, seeing
our actions and observing the secret intents and move-
ments of our hearts; while the indented tesselated border,
or skirt-work, alludes to that kind care of Providence,
which so happily surrounds and keeps us within its pro-
tection, whilst we justly and uprightly govern our lives
and actions by the four cardinal virtues, viz. :—Temper-
ance, Fortitude, Prudence, and Justice, which are repre-
sented by four tassels.

The five points of fellowship are thus illustrated:
When the necessities of a Brother call for my aid and
support, I will be ever ready to lend him such assistance,
to save him from sinking, as may not be detrimental to
myself or connections, if I find him worthy thereof. In-
dolence shall not cause my footsteps to halt, nor shall
wrath turn them aside ; but, forgetting every selfish con-
sideration, I will be ever swift of foot to save, help, and
execute benevolence. to a fellow-creature in distress, but
more particularly to a brother Mason.

When I offer up my ejaculations to Almighty God, I
will remember a Brother’s welfare as my own; for, as
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the voices of babes and sucklings ascend to the throne
of grace, so, most assuredly, will the breathings of a
fervent heart; and so our prayers are certainly required
for each other. :

A Brother’s secrets, delivered to me as such, I will
keep as I would my own, because by betraying that
trust I might be doing him the greatest injury he could
possibly sustain.

A Brother’s character I will support in his absence as
I would in his presence; I will not wrongfully revile
him myself, nor will I suffer it to be done by others, if
in my gower to prevent it. Thus, by the five points of
fellowship, are we linked together in one indissoluble
chmt}: of sincere affection, brotherly love, relief, and
truth.



ARGUMENT X.

ON THE NATURE OF THB LODGE, AND YHE ORIGINAL
INGTITUTIONS OF THE BROTHERHOOD, INFERRSPERSED
WITH A VARIETY OF METAPHYSICAL DISQUISITIONS
AND SCIBNTIFIC ALLUSIONS.

I wow take upon me to show that the first atep of a
Mason is the representative of the first stage of the wor-
ship of the true God. :

The Lodge, when revealed to an entering Masen, dis-
covers to him a representation of the world; in whieh,
from the wonders of Nature, we are led to contemplate
the great Original, and worship Him for his mighty
works ; and we are, thereby, also moved to exercise those
moral and social virtues, which become mankind to ob-
serve as the servants of the great Architect of the world,
in whose image we were formed in the beginning.

The Creator, designing to bless man’s estate on earth,

ed the hand of his divine benevolenoe with good
gifts; he has spread over the world the illumined canop
of heaven; the covering of the Tabernacle and the veil
of the Temple at Jerusalem were res;resentations of the
celestial hemisphere, and were “of blue, of crimson, and
purple;” and such is the covering of the Lodge. As an
emblem of God’s power, goodness, omnipresence, and
eternity, the Lodge is adorned with an image of the sun;
which he ordained to rise from the east and open the
day, thereby calling forth the people of the earth to
their worship and work in the walks of yirtue.

The great Author of all has given the mooun to govern
the night, a fit season for solemn meditation. When the
labours of the day are ended, and man’s mind is abstract-
ed from the cares of life, then it is for our souls’ recrea-
tion to walk forth with contemplative minds to read the
great lesson of the Almighty in the starry firmament,
and in the innumerable worlds which are governed by
his will; and thence to meditate on his omnipotence.
Our thoughts returning from this glorious scene towards
ourselves, we discern the insignificance of man, and, by
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» natural inference, confess the henevolenee of that Gad
who regards us, such mean atoms, in the midst of hia
mighty works; whose universal love is thus divinely
expressed : “ That not & sparrow shall fall, unpermit

to the Father of all, for the very hairs of our head are
numbered !”

Until matter was taken in hand by the great Archi-
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