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PREFACE,

Frremasonry; like all other sciences, is a system of
progression. Something more is required to constitute
a bright Mason than a knowledge of the elements of
the Craft. A carpenter may knew the names of ‘his
tools, and have acquired some dexterity in their practical
use ; but this will not enable him to build- a house, or to
construct a common dressing-case.

If any one is desirous of being a Mason, in the striet
sense of .the word, he must make himself acquamted
with something more than words, signs, and tokens.
The three -stages of initiation can no more convert a
man into a Mason, than the indenture of an apprentice
can make him a.mechanic.

He must read and meditate, study with care and
attention the history and doctrines. of the Order, and
attend his Lodge with the utmost regularity, that he
may become familiar with its discipline by actual per-
sonal observation.

There is no Royal road to Freema.sonry

The Gordian knot can be untied by diligence and
application alone, and he who is ambitious to share in
the honours of Masonry, must work his way up the
ladder step by step; with patient assiduity; and, ‘ fore
getting what is behind, he must press forward toward
the mark’ he aims at, and his mental exertions will not
fail of their reward.

The contents of this book will economize the labour
of his researches, by placing before him the gradual
progress of Masonry from small beginnings to its present
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extension and prevailing influence in every country on
the face of the habitable globé. And, which is of stil?
greater importance, it will make him familiar with the
doctrines and practites, manners-and customs of the
Fraternity, and its master minds in times when its
purity had undergone no change.

It will be evident to the most casual observer, that
the information contained in this work could not have
been acquired by the most industrious and persevering
observation of a single life, even though it might be

extended to an extraordinary length, because it consists-

principally of private anecdotes, which could only be
known by personal communication with the parties.
And, accordingly, it is the result of an expenence .8X~
tending over three successive generations. .

The facts are these: My lamented father, who died a
few years ago, at the advanced age of ninety-two, was
made a Mason, as-I have reason to believe, in the year
1784. He was very methodical in all his- transactions;
and, being a masonic enthusiast, he noted down in a
diary, expressly devoted to that purpose, under a vivid
recollection of the facts, whether they were witnessed
by himself or communicated to him by others, every
event or conversation that struck his fancy as being
either singular, characteristic, or important in the work-
ing of the Craft.

"By this process he preserved several interesting con-
versations of our distinguished Brethren in the eighteenth
century, which would otherwise have been irrecoverably

bost. Added to this, he was acquainted, in the early

part of his life, with an intelligent Brother who was
initiated by Dr. Manningham in 1740, and personally
knew Brothers Desaguliers, Anderson, Martin Clare,
Hutchinson, Calcott, Preston, and all the great lights
of that period. He was, although advanced in years
when my father knew him, full of anecdote ; and having
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been an attentive ohserver of passing ogcurrences, my
father derived. a fund of: valuable knowledge from his
communigations, which he committed to writing as he
received them, and the MS. came into my hands a short
time before his death. It contains many curious parti-
culars, some of which are now made pubhc for the first
time. In fact, Ldo not helieve there is in existence so
gqod an account of the masonic practice of that century,
as is contained in this manuscript. -

For this reason the following -pages must not be
acoounted fabulous and without authonty, because its
contents are communicated through an imaginary medi-
um; for the author ig in possesmon of authentia vouchers
for gvery transaction. It is true the language has been
corrected, and in many cases, the dialogue amplified and
extended, but he is not aware that a. smgle event has
either been misrepresented or heightened in colourmg
or perspective. They will contain a true picture of the
manners, customs, usages, and ceremonies of successive
periods during the eighteenth century, drawn from the
actual working of Lodges, and -enlivened- by numerous
anecdotes of the master spirits of the geveral ages in
they respectively.flourished; and, under whose active
and judicious superintendence,. Freemasonry reaped vast
improvements, and attained a high preponderating influ-
ence and merited celebrity.

The book, will, therefore, unquestlonably prove a
weleome additjon to the meagre history of Masonry dur-
ing the same period, which proceeded from the pens of
Anderson, Noorthouck, and Preston,  and constitute al-
most the only records to. which we can refer for a

o knowledge of the very important events that distin-
guished Freemasonry from the revival to the reunion of,
the ancient and modern sections.

It will be observed that the author has mentioned
mypeoulm'uugel and customs which the present
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system of Masonty does not tolerdte; but being charac-
teristic of the period, they will be, notwithstanding, an

aoceptable boon to the accumulating stores of masoric
literature. - With our present lights, the inexperienced
Mason may be inclined to ridicule the praetices of a by-
gone age, and treat-its peculiar doctrines ag" 8o many-
improbable fictions; ‘but he sitould remember that the
best Masons of - the days here referred to had not dipped
so deeply, as we have had the good fortune to do, info
the recondite interpretation of the mysteries which they
transmitted to posterity ; and that, consequently, their
customs and 'amusements took a tone from the peculm'
constitution of society, and bore a patent. resemblance
to those of the numerous clubs and coteries which
occupied the leisure and divided the attention of the
gentlemen of  Merrie England” in the eighteenth cen-

. . . Y

It will not be an uninteresting recommendation: of
this little work, to state that all the books and pam-
phlets, both for and against the Order, and all the
pretended disclosures of ‘our secrets, which were inces-
santly puffed by our opponents, and purchased  with
avidity, and read with eagernéss by the vast multitude .
of cowans, who were desirous of becoming acquainted
with the mysteries of Masonry without the ceremony
of initiation, that were published in England during ‘the
entire century, have been noticed. The author is not
conscious of any omission. He believes that no book or
paper, which possessed the slightest pretensiéns to pub-
licity, has escaped his researches.

With these brief explmtmns, the author pregenﬁs his .
work to the Fraternity, in the hope that it may not be
sltogether unwarthy of their acceptance. It would
probably have never seen the light, had not a portion
of it, some few years ago, appeared in the pages of the
* Freemasons’ Quarterly Magazine and Review.” And
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it was so generally approved, that many kind, and per-
haps partial, friends expressed an anxious desire to see it
in & perfect form. If it should be found to possess any
degree of interest, the author disclaims all share of the
credit, except for performing the more humble duty of
arranging wnaterials which had been already collected,
and putting them into a readable form. The task was
simple-—its execution easy; and if the reader finds as
much pleasure in its perusal as the author has had in ita
compilation, he will consider himself amply repaid for
his labour.

GEO. OLIVER

S00PWI0K YIOARAGE,
December 6, 1854.
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THE

"REVELATIONS OF A SQUARE.

 CHAPTERT
" THE REVIVAL.—DR. DRSAGULIBRS.
17171722,

’

“I could a tale unfold.” —SHAKESPRARE.

¢ Dost Tpél a wish to learn this thing of me 1
. ““ Hoc est .

* Vivére bis, vitd posse priore frifi.” —MARTIAL. -

A rrieNp and Brother, who resides in*town, knowin
that I am somewhat of a.dabbler in antiquities, forwarde
to me, some time ago, an old SiLver Square, which he
told me had the reputation of having ‘been used in one
of the earliest Lodges after the revival of Masonry in
1717:  Of course I foynd it an object of great interest,
and value it accordingly. Although a good deal batter-
ed, the inscription is still distinctly visible. On one limb, -
of its upper {ace is the following tegend— .

Keeps WITHIN COMPASSE;
and on the other— - -
: ' ACTE ON YE SQuArg.
At the angle of junetion is a rude heart with the letter J
on it. The reverse is blank, with the exception of two
small 0ld Englishcapitals @, 1D. at the angle.

The jewel is soon described ; but how am I to pour-
tray my feelings, when, with the instrument lying on the
table before me, I called up the spirits of the dead, and
contemplated scenes of bygone times—the working of
Lodges—the solemn Labours and convivial Refreshments
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which this small token bad witnessed—the racy jest and-
sparkling wit which set the table on a roar, after the
hours of business were past. This was the age when the
facetious Doctor Sheri&m reduced punning to a system,
and it was practised by rule and compass : and, therefore,
we may readily believe that the Lodges had their share
of it. «“O!” I exclaimed.aloud, * if this square epuld
speak, what interesting scenes it inight reveal, and how
it would enlighten us about the doings of Freemasonry
at the time of its revival !”

I had been sitting late one evening in contemplation of
the scenes which took place in the palmy days of Mason-
ry, when Desaguliers, Payne, Anderson, Lamball, Mor-
rice, Timson, and their compeers wére at the helm of
affairs. A dull and dreamy sensation came over me, and I
saw, or fancied I saw, the Square, which had just been re-
posing motionless before me, raise itself up, with
solemnity, on the exterior points of its two limbs, which
seemed to agsume the form- of legs. - Body it had none,
but the heart, which was delineated at the angle, put
forth two eyes, a snub. nose, and 8 mouth—a sort of am-
gliﬁcation of thé letter J. I could trace the features

istinctly, as we see the figure of a human face ‘in the.
fire on -a winter’s night. ] N

While I was considering what all this could mean; I
heard a small thin voice pronounce my name. To say I
was merely surprised at -this unexpected phenomenon,
would be-too tame m-exipljessi,o'n—l was utterly aston-
ished and confounded. I rubbed my eyes and looked
round the room.. Everything appeared- exactly as usual
—no change could I pergeive; the fire burnetl brightly ;
the books covered the walls; the candles east .their
usual light; and ,the ticking of the spring clock over
my head preserved its usual monotony. I began to fancy
I had been mistaken, when my name was again uttered
by the same unearthly voice, and there stood the little
fellow, as if determined to indulge in some demoniacal
soliloquy to which I was constrained to listen. At
length it communicated its intentidn by saying—*: Attend
to me, and I will realize all your wishes, by enlightening
you on the subject of your meditations, and giving you
the benefit of my experience; but first let me caution
you not to utter a single syllable, for if you do the charm
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will be broken-; the sotind of the human voice silences
me for ever. =~ . N . - D

«“] was originally-the property of a Brother whose
extensive genius has invested his name with immortality
—Sir Chrigtopher Wren, Grand Master of Masenry at the
latter end ofp the sevénteenth century, which le' into
desuetude when King ' Geéorge L had the impolicy to
supetsede. this. great man in’ favour of Bro.. W. Benson,
and so disgusted him with the world, that he declined
all public assemblies,-and amongst the rest, relinquished
his eonnection with Freemasonry.. The Craft refused to
meet, or hold any communicatien with the new Grand
Master, and Masonry languished for seéveral years, till it
was supposed to be extinct; and Dr. Plot exulted in the
idea’ that he had given it its death-blow by some ill-
natured animadversions in the History of Staffordshire.

“In the year 1712, a person of the name of Simeon
Townsend published a pamphlet, which-heé entitled,
¢ Observations and Enquiries relating to the brotherhood
of the Freemasons ;' and a few others had been issued on
the decline of the Order, as if triumphing .in its fall.2
About this time, . Dr. Desaguliers, a Fellow of the Royal
Society, and Prefessor of Philesopliy, was graduslly rising
into eminence. In the caurse of hisscientific researches,
the above works fell into his hands. He did not'find

1 « The Natural History of Staffordshire,” by Robert Plot, Oxford,
1686. In this attack on the Order, the Doctgr says, very illogically,
that ¢ one of their articles is to support a Brother till work can ge
had;” and enether is ‘‘ to advise the Masters they wotk for, accord-
ing to the best of their gkill, acquainting them with.the goodness or

ess of-the material, &o., that Masonry be not dishonoured; and
many such like.” .He then concludes by saying,.that ** some others
they have that none know but themselves, which I have reason to
suspecs are much worse than these ; perhaps as bad as the history of
the Craft itself, than' which. there is nothing I'ever met with more
fallse ii;n inost;herent.” Seé the entire ‘argument in thé Gold. Rem.,
vol. iil., p. 37. . : :

2 Thesg were—** A short Analysis ef the Unchanged Rites and
Ceremonies of Freemasons:” London, Stephen Dilly, 1676. "*The
Parndoxal Discourses of Franc. Mercur van Helmont, concerning the
Maocrocosm and Mierncosm, or the (reater and Lesser World, and
their Union; set down in Writing by J. B., and now published :
London, Freeman, 1685. ¢ A Short Charge,” 0.D.A.A.M.F.M.R.O. :
1694. ¢ The Secret History of Clubs, particularly of the Golden
Fleece; with their Original, and the Characters of the most noted
Members thergof.” London, 1709.
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them Very .comyiimonmx:m the Fraternity, but- they
an

excited his curiosity, he was made a Magon in the
old Liodge at the Goose and Griditor jn St. Paul’s
Churchysrd, and subsequently removed by him'to the
Queen’s Arms. Tavern ih the same Tloeality; where the
Grand Lodgés were afterwards very frequently held®
The peculiar principles of the Craft.struck him as being
eminently calculgted to contribute to the benefit of the
commupity at large, if they could be.re-directed into the
chapnel from which they had been-diverted by the
retirement of Sir Christopher Wren.- - Dr. Desaguliers
paid. a visit to this veteran Freemason, for the purpose of
consulting him on the subject. The conversation of the
Past. Grand Maater-excited his enthugiasm, for he -expa-
tiated with great animation en the beauties of the Ord,
and the unhappy prostration which'had recently befalién
it. From this moment, the'doctor determined to make
some efforts to revive Freemasonry, and’restore it to ith
primitive importance. ‘ - ‘

« You may perhaps be inclined to inquire,” said the

Square, very naively, *“ how I became acquainfed with

these facts, 88 I was then quietly reposing in the .drawer
of a cabinet along with Sir Christopher’s colection of
curiosities. The truth.is, that the venerable old gentle-
man had takeu a liking to Dr. Desaguliers, and presented
me to him with the rest of his Masonic regalia. From
henceforth I was privy to all the docter’s plans; and
a8 he Bpon rose to the chair of his Lodge, I had the advan-
tage of hearing almost every conversation he had with
his Masonic friends on the subject nearest to ‘his.heart,
which genérally -occurred in the. Lodge, with your
humble servant at his breast ‘suspended from a white
ribbon. Every plan was carefully. arranged, and the
details -subjected to the'most critical supervision before
it was carried into execution ; and by this judicious pro-
cess, his schemes were generally successful. Thus,
having been in active operation from a peripd anterior to
the revival of Masonry, I have witnessed many scenes
which it may -be both amusing and instructive to record,
a8 the good may prove an example worthy of imitation,
and the evil, should there'be any, may act as a beacon tor

3 It is now called the Lodge of Antiquity.
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warn the unwary Brother to avoid the quicksands of
error which will impede his progress to Masonic
perfection. ‘

“Bro. Desaguliers having intimated his intention of
renovating the Order, soon found himself supported by
a party of active and zealous Brothers, whose names
merit preservation. They were Sayer, P{.'y'ne, Lamball,
Elliott, Gofton, Cordwell, De Noyer, Vraden, King,
Morrice, Calvert, Ware, Lumley, and Madden. These,
included the Masters and Wardens of the four existing
Lodges at the Goose and. Gridiron, the Crown, the Apple-
tree, and the Rummer and Grapes; and they succeeded
in.forming themselves into a Grand Lodge, and resumed
the quarterly Communications, which had been discon-
tinued for many years; and having thus replpnted the
tree, it soon extended its stately branches to every quarter
of the globe. : '

“ There was no code of laws in existence at the period
to regulate the internal economy of the Lodges except a
few %:ief By-laws of their own, which, in fact, were
little more than a dead letter, for the Brethren acted
pretty much as their own judgment dictated. Any
number of Masons, not less than ten, that is to say, the
Master, two Wardens, and seven Fellow Crafts, with the
consent of the magistrate, were empowered to meet, and
perform all the rites and ceremonies of Masonry, with no
other authority than the privilege which was inherent in
themselves, and had ever remained unquestioned. They
assembled at their option, and opened their Lodges on
the highest. of hills or in the lowest of vglleys, in com-
memoration of the same custom adopted by the early
Christians, who held their private assemblies in similar
‘places during the ten great persecutions which threatened
to exterminate them from the face of the earth. -

“But as this privilege led to many - irregularities,”
continued my companion, “and was likely to afford a
pretext for unconstitutional practices, it was resolved
that every Lodge to be hereafter convened, except the
four old Lodges at this time existing, should be legally
authorized to act by a warrant from the Grand Master
for the time being, granted to certain individuals on
wtion, with the consent and approbation of the Grand

ge in Communication ; and that without such warrant
2
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no Lodge should be hereafter deemed regular or consti-

tutional. And a few years later Bro. Desaguliers pro-

ed in Grand Lodge that a code of laws should be
awn up for the better government of the Craft.

Accordingly, at the annual assembly on St. John’s day,
1721, he produced thirty-eight regulations, which passed
without a dissentient voice in the most numerous Grand
Lodge which had yet been seen, conditionally, that every
annual Grand Lodge shall have an inherent power and
authority to make new regulations, or to alter these for
the real benefit of this ancient Fraternity; provided
always that the old landmarks be carefully preserved, and that
such alterations and new regulations be proposed and
agreed to at the Quarterly Communication preceding the
annual Grand Feast; and that they be offered also to
the perusal of all the Brethren before dinner, in writing,
even of the yoingest apprentice, the approbation and consent
of the majority of all the Brethren present being absolute-
}IY necessary to make the same binding and obligatory

hese constitutions were signed by Philip, Duke of Whar-
ton, G.M., Theophilus Desaguliers, M.D. and F.R.S., the
D?uty Grand Master, with the rest of the Grand Officers
and the Masters and Wardens, as well as many other
Brethren then present, to the number of more than a
hundred. .

“The convivialities of Masonry were regulated by the
ancient Gothic charges, which directed the Brethren to
enjoy themselves with decent mirth, treating one another
according to their ability, but avoiding all excess, not
forcing any Brother to eat or drink beyond his inclina
tion, according to the old regulation of King Ahasuerus—
not hindering him from going home when he pleases,
&c.: you remember the ciarge 1

I nodded acquiescenee. The Square took the alarm,
and hastily said— Do not forget our compact; if you
speak, my revelations are at an end. To proceed: —

“I can testify to the convivial propensities of the
Brethren of that day. Dermott did not libel them when

4 In the year 1755, the Earl of Caernarvon being G. M., it was or
dered that no Brother, for the future, shall smoke tobacco in the Grand
Lodqe, either at the Quarterly Communication or the Committee of
Charity, till the Lodges shall be closed. In private Lodges it was &
constant practioe.
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he said, ‘Some of the young Brethren made it appear
that a good knife and fork, in the hands of a dexterous
Brother, over proper materials, would sometimes give
greater satisfaction, and add more to the conviviality of
the Lodge, than the bestscale and compass in Europe.’

“ Bro. Desaguliers was elevated to the throne of the
Grand Lodge in 1719, and proclaimed Grand Master on
the day of %t. John the Baptist. He effected great im-
provements in the Order during his year of office; and
yet all the record which he thought proper to make of his
Grand Ma,stershiﬁ was, that ¢being duly installed, con-
gratulated, and homaged, he revived the old peculiar
toasts or healths drank by Freemasons;*® and it was agreed
that when a new Grand Master is appointed, his health
shall be toasted as Grand Master elect. Bro. Desaguliers
was peculiarly active in the improvement and dissemina-
tion of Masonry at its revival, arrd, therefore, merits the
respectful and affectionate remembrance of the Frater-
nity. He devoted much of his time to promote its best
interests; and being the Master of several Lodges, I had
a fair quantity of experience in a small space of time, and
I can confidently affirm, that though the public records
of Masonry say so little of the acts of this worthy Brether,
there were many traits in his character that redound to
his immortal praise. He was a grave man in private life,
almost approaching to austerity ; but he could relax in
the private recesses of a Tyled Lodge, and in company
with Brothers and Fellows, where the ties of social in-
tercourse are not Farticularlvy stringent. He considered
the proceedings of the Lodge as strictly confidential, and
being persuaded that his Brothers by initiation actually
occupied the same position as Brothers by blood, he was
undisguisedly free and familiar in the mutual interchange
of unrestrained courtesy. In the Lodge, he was jocose
and free hearted, sang his song, and had no objection to
his share of the bottle, although one of the most learned
and distinguished men of his day. He delivered public
lectures on experimental philosophy, an unusual practice
for a dignified clergyman in those days, and showed him
to be many years in advance of the intelligence of the
age when he flourished.

“Qur business, however, is with Dr. Desaguliers, as

® Anderson’s *Constitutions,” ed. 1838, p. 110.
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the chief agent in the revival of the ancient and honour-
able Institution of Freemasonry. He brought his private
Lodges into such repute, and particularly that holden at
the Goose and Gridiron, ‘that it was placed at the head
of the list of Lodges ; and a law was unanimously agreed
to, that the Grand Master should be proposed and elected
there, before he became eligible for the appointment of
the Grand Lodge. It was supposed at the time that he
was the author of that famous paper which so thoroughly
refuted the absurd allegations of Dr. Plot against the
"Order® Tt is true I heard it applied to him several times,
but he uniformly disavowed it, although it was generally
believed that there was no other living Mason who could
have done it so well.

*As a proof of his attention to discipline and propriety
of conduct, I give you an anecdote. On a certain occa-
sion, which I perfectly remember, I witnessed the initia~
tion of a nobge lord, which was performed with great
solemnity by Dr. Desaguliers; a.ndp his lordship, though
only a youth, appeared very much impressed with the
ceremonial. But when the refreshment was introduced,
and the severity of discipline somewhat relaxed, his lord-
ship, according to a habit then very much-in vogue, oc-
casionally intermingled hig conversation with an oath.
This passed at first without notice, as the vice of swear-
ing was common both to peer and peasant. Now you
are aware, I dare say, that the opening formula in those
days was, ‘ forbidding all cursing, swearing and whisper-
ing, all religious and political disputes, together with all
irreligious and profane conversation, under no less penalty
than what the by-laws shall prescribe, or a majority of
the Brethren sha{'l think proper to impose.” Profanity,
therefore, was a violation of iodge rules, although they
were not remarkable at that period for their stringency;
but the frequent repetition of the interdicted words,
created an unfavourable sensation, which was not much
to his lordship’s credit. Bro. Desaguliers said nothing,
how much soever he might be disgusted. At length his
lordship appealed to the chair for the confirmation of
some opinion.

¢ ¢ ] say, doctor,—d—me, don’t you hear,—I ask your

¢ uA Detection of Dr. Plot’s Account of the Freemasons.”—See
% The Golden Remains,” vol. iii., p. 31.
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pardon for swearing !’ After this had occurred more than
once, Bro. Desaguliers rose from his chair with a dignity
which he well knew how to assume when circumstances
called for it, and said,— ‘ .

“ ¢My lord, you have repeatedly violated the rules of
the Lodge by your.unmeaning oaths ; and more than this,
you have taken some piins to associate me personally
with your profanity, by your frequent appeals to the
chair. Now, my lord, I assure you, in answer to those
appeals, that if God Almighty does not hear-you, I will
not tell him! . . :

“ The peer was silenced, the Brethren pleased, and I
must say I was proud of the Master. Another time he
said to a person of equal rank, who was an adept in the .
reigning vice, ‘ My lord, if you thought you were honour-
ing God, you would not swear so furiously.”

I assure-you, sir, that Masonry, as then practised, was
a fascinating pursuit, although its technicalities were
somewhat different from those of more modern times.
For instance, what you call the Great Lights were de-
nominated Furniture with us; the three moveable Lights
were explained to mean the same as your three lesser ones,
and were, indeed, the same in every particular; and we
had three fized Lights, or imaginary windows in the east,

* Do not let me incur the imputation of libelli:ntg the manners of the .
eighteenth century by the.above anecdotes, for they are strictly true.
Swearing was the besetting vice of the age; and Swift observes: 1
cannot recollect, in this maturity of my age, how great a variety of
oaths I have heard since I began to study the world, and to know men
and manners. ’
“For nowadn&u men change their oaths
As often as they change their clothes.”

And he gives a case in point. *I remember an officer who had re-
turned from Flanders, sitting in a coffee-house near two gentlemen,
whereof one was of the clergy, who were engaged in some discourse
that savoured of learning. is afficer thought fit to interpose; and
professing to deliver the sentiments of his fraternity as well as his
own, turned to the clergyman, and spoke in the following manner :—
¢ D—n me, doctor, say what you will, the army is the only school for
gentlemen. Do you think my Lord Marlbrough beat the French
with Greek and Latin? D—n me, a scholar, when he comes into
good company, what is he but an ass? D—n me, I would be glad,

y G—, to see any of Xonr scholars, with his nouns and his verbs,
and his philosophy and trigonometry, what & figure he would make
at a siege, or a blockade, d—n me!"”
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west, and south, which are now, I believe, discarded.
Again, Wisdom, Strength, &nd Beauty, according to
ancient usages, were represented, -not as at present by
three pillars or orders of architecture, but by the two
illars of Solomon’s Porch, and the Blazing Star, the
eft-hand pillar being the symbol of Wisdom, that on the
right hand Strength, and the Blazing Star in the centre,
‘Beauty. @ - ' : : ‘

“ Ttl};'e discipline of Masonry was always, as far as I
could learn, essentially democrafic, and the revivalists
took especial care to make no innovations in the original

lan. All power was committed fo the members of
dges; and even, as we have just seen, the newly
initiated entered apprentices had a vote in Grand Lodge.
In the popular Tovemment of Athens, it was an unalter-
able law, that all the citizens in turn should be distributed
in the courts of justice; and on the same principle the
Brethren of each Lodge choose their Master by ballot,
who appoints his officers from amongst themselves, and
these are its representatives in the General Assembly or
Grand Lodge. And, as in all the democratic institutions
of antiquity, a senate was appointed to prepare all motions
and proposals before they were submitted to the decision
of the (general Assembly of the people, so we have com-
mittees nominated for the same purpose.

The Chief Governor of the Craft is annually elected
by the delegates from the Lodges ; and irr imitation of the
¥mtice at Thurium, the office was scarcely ever con-
erred twice on the same person, because if such a prac-
tice had been admitted, it was thought that other persons
of equal worth would be thus excluded from an honour
which ought to be equally accessible to all.

“The general laws of Masonry, however, were but
loosel. mfministered. It was provided ‘ that no Brother
shoulg belong to more than one Lodge within the bills of
mortality;’ but little notice was taken of that absurd
law, for it was violated with impunity by D. G. Masters
Desaguliers and Martin Clare, and many others. And,

in, instances occasionally occurred where a Grand
aster continued in office for more than a year; but the
Society generally suffered by substituting the exception
for the rule, as in the case of Lord Byron, who was Grand
Master from 1747 to 1762, and never attended a Grand




THE REVELATIONS OF A SQUARE. 11

Lodge between those periods, which caused Masoury to
languish for want of an active and attentive patron.

«Again, with reference to private Lodges; no candidate
could be admitted as a Mason, nor could any one become
a member without the scrutiny of the ballot box; and so
imperative were the laws respecting secret votes, that it
was provided ¢ that when any Brother is proposed to be-
come & member, and any person to be made a- Mason, if
it appears, upon casting up the ballot, that they are re-
Jjected, no member or visiting Brother shall discover, by
any means whatever, who those members were that
opposed his election, under the penalty of such Brothers
being forever expelled the Lodge (if members), and if &
visiting Brother, of his being never more admitted as a
visitor, or becoming a member ; and, immediately after a
negative passes on any person being. proposed, the Mas-
ter shall cause this law to be read, that no Brother may
plead ignorance.
~ sAfter all—I speak from experience,” the Square con-

tinued,—* the real exercise of power was generally in the
hands of a few individuals, and sometimes of a single
person, who, by his influence, was able to dispose of every
motion at pleasure.” This superiority was exercised in
succession, during the eighteenth century, by Brothers
Desaguliers, Manningham, Dunckerley, Hesletine, and
White. _

¢ In these happy times—they were times of real enjoy-
ment—labour was conducted with great seriousness ; and
perhaps you will be surprised, when I tell you—and if
you are not, there are those in this latitudinarian age who
will—that the Book of Common Prayer, according to the
rites and ceremonies of the Church of England, was an
established Lodge book, as it was considered to contain
all the moral principles of the Order. And, in the ex-
aminations,® Brothers Desaguliers, Anderson, and Payne,

¢ In these early times there were no Lodge Lectures, (so called),
but their places were supplied by ¢ Exarhinations” of the same nature
and tendency, but infinitely more brief and technical. I subjoin a few
of these examination questions from the oldest formula in my ﬁouea-
sion, which I have reason to believe was used during the G. Master-
ship of Archbishop Chichely, in the reign of Henry ¢ Peace be
here.”—A. 1 hope there is. Q. Whato'olockis it?—A4. It is
o six, or going to twelve. Q. Are you very busy 1—A4. No.
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placed the following passages as unalterable landmarks
to designate the religious character of the Order.
“ ¢ Why due east and west ? '

« ¢« Because all Christian chutches and chapels are, or
ought to be so. . g

¢ ¢ What does —— denote ? ‘ :

¢« ¢The Grand Architect of the Universe, or Him that
was taken up to the topmost pinnacle of the Holy Tem-

le.’ :
P During this period the Fraternity had signs, symbols,
and tokens of recognition, which are become omlete,
and I question whether your brightest Masons know that
they were ever in existence. But, as the principal ob-
ject of my Revelations is to make you acquainted with
the sayings and doings of the Fraternity in the eighteenth
century, I.will reproduce a few of their peculiarities for
your delectation. For instance: the symbols of the four -
Cardinal Virtues were delineated by an acute angle,
variously disposed. Supposing- you face the east,.the
angle symbolizing Temperance will point to the south
(>). It was called a Guttural. Fortitude was denoted
by a saltire or St. Andrew’s Cross (x). This was the
Pectoral. The symbol of Prudence wss an acute angle,
pointing towards the south-east (7), and was denominated
a Manual ; and Justice had its angle towards the north
(<), and was called a Pedestal or Pedal.

« Many of our tokens of recognition, under the presi-
dency of Sir Christopher Wren,” said the Square, ¢ were
curious and significant ; but they were discontinued about
the middle of the century, and are now, I believe, entire-
ly forgotten. As they are excluded from the present
system of Masonry, there will be no imprépriety in
enumerating them. They were ten in number. 1. Ask
how do you-do. The Brothers present drink to each
other. 2. Inquirt in what Lodge they were initiated. 3.

‘Will you give or take 7—A4. Both; or which you please. Q. How
go Squares 1-—4. Straight. 'Q. Are you rich or poor ?—A.- Neither.
Q. &:ange me that?—A4. I will. Q. In the name of the Ki.ngvt:ld
Holy Church, are you a Mason ?—A4. Iam so taken to be. @ at
is & Mason?—A4. A man begot by a man, born of a woman, brother
toaKing, Q. Whatis a fellow?—A4. A companion of a Prince. Q.
How shall I know you are a Freemason 7—A4. By signs, tokens, and
points of my entry, &e., &o.
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. Take up astone and ask what it smells of. 4. By ma)linﬁ

a square with the feet. 5. Strike with the right han
the inside of ‘the fourth ﬁnger of the left- thrice. 6.
Stroke the two first fingers of the right hand thrice over
the eyelids. 7. Take off your hat with two fingers and
thumg. 8+ Turn your glass downwards after drinking.
9. In shaking hands, touch the wrist three times with
the forefinges. 10. Whisper-—the Masters and Fellows
of the Worshipful company greet you well.

¢ Refreshment was a genuine feast of reason and flow
of soul. Punning, however it may be condemned and
sneered at by the fastidious scholar of the nineteenth
century, as being a worthless and contemptible pursuit, -
was extensively practised according to the category laid
down by Swift and Sheridan; and many a witticism have
I heard uttered, which created the most uproarious
mirth; for loud laughter was not inconsistent with the
marners of ap age when high' jinks, in a sister country,
possessed attractions which led, as Sir Walter Scott ex-

resses it, ¢ the best educated and gravest men in Scot-
and gradually on, from wisdom to mirth, and from mirth
to extravagance.’ ' ’ . .

“One evening, as these choice spirits sat around the
table after supper—and suppers, I must tell you,in those
halcyon days, generally terminated the business of the
Lodge,—Brothers Lamball, Sorell, Beloe, Ware, Madden,
Villeneau, Noyes, Cordwell, Salt, Gofton, Senex, Hobby,
Mountain, and a few others being present with the Vz
M., all celebrated Masons, whose names are well known
to the Craft, Brother Lamball, who was an incorrigible
laugher, and that in no very mild tone of voice, being
tickled by some witty remark, indulged his propensi
in a regular horse-laagh. Brother Madden rose wit
much gravity, and addressing the chair, said,—

«“ <R, W. Sir, did you ever hear a peaceful lamb bawl
(Lamball) so vociferously ¥’

¢ ¢ No,’.said Bro. Desaguliers, ‘but I've heard a mad’un -
(Madden) make an ugly noise (Noyes).’

¢« ¢QOh,’ rejoinded Bro. Sorell, ¢let him ride his Zobby

Hobby) quietly, his lungs will be no worse for wear
Ware).’

% <Ah,’ Bro. Ware snapped in, ¢ particularly if the colour

of his hobby be sorrel (gorell). a! ha! ha!
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¢ <The lamb had better go to sea nezt (Senex) and then
he may bellow (Beloe) against the roaring of the salt (Salt)’
waves as they dash upon the mountain (Mountain),” shout-
ed Bro. Hobzy. ,

¢« «Well,” replied Bro. Lamball, ¢I shall never quarrel
with any Brother who holds- the cord well (Cordwell—
cable tow) for this or anything else, provided he does not
call me a willain O (Villeneau). Ha! ha! ha!’

¢« ¢ T ghall not, Brothers and Fellows,” résponded Bro.
Villeneau, ¢ question your good faith, although you carry
on 8o briskly a Pun—ic war.’ K

¢ <A truce to your wit,’ Bro. Madden interposed. ‘I
thirst to mend my simile.”

¢ «Nay,” said the W. Master,. ¢‘if Bro. Madden thirsts,
why there’s an end of it.’ '

¢ ¢Oh, ho! echoed Bro. Noyes, ¢if a pun is meant, I
move that we inflict the usual punishment.’ '

 ¢*Why, then,’ says the chair, * we will replenish the
glasses, and try to quench Bro. Madden’s thirst with a
toast.’ -

“ Now, all this may appear very puerile to you,sir,‘
but I assure you it is.a correct sam Ha of the wit of the
age, and formed the sta{»le commaddity of a lively conver-
sation at taverns and clubs, which were then the. fesort
of the highest nobility and gentry in the land.”



A

CHAPTER I

ATTACK AND DEFENCE.—DR. ANDERSON.
1722—1740.

*The end and moral purport of Masonry isto subdue our passions;
not to do our own will; to meke & daily progress in a laudable art;
to promote morality, charity, good fellowship, good nature and humani-
ty.”— ANDERSON. ‘ S

“ She is the brightness of the everlasting LiaHT; the unspotted
gﬁrror of the power of God, and the Image of his Goodness.”’—
OLOMON.

¢ In vain would Danvers with his wit
Our slow resentment raise ;
‘What he and all mankind have writ,
But celebrates our praise. .
- His wit this only tru imparts‘
That Masons have firm faithful hearts.”
SECRETARY’S SoNd.

«MTae success that attended the re-establishment of
Maeonry,” my strange companion continued, ¢ created a
very great sensation, and raised up a host of opponents,
who either envied the popularity of the Fraternity, or
were desirous of diverting it into some other channel; for
the uninitiated were piqued at the respect and -attention
which it attracted so universally ; and more particularly
when the nobility began to interest themselves in its pro-
mulgation. Many were the consultations which were
held in the Lodge on this subject. Dr. Anderson, Grand
Warden in 1723, had now become an active colleague of
Grand Master Payne and Dr. Desaguliers, who held the
office of Deputy G};'and Master, and was installed into the
chair of Hiram Abiff in the same year ; and with the ‘as-
sistance of other eminent Craftsmen, it was formally
deliberated which of three proceedings it would be most
ex?edient to ado%t in this emergency. Brothers Lam-
ball, Noyes, and Villeneau were of opinion that the most
dignified method of treating the absurd publications of
those cowans who distributed their anonymous effusions
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through the country, would be by silent contempt;
others proposed ridicule as the mest efficient weapon ;
while Brothers Desaguliers and Anderson thought that
the interests of Masonry would be more effectually served
by some public and authorised statement of'their pro-
ceedings,—by an avowal of the real objects of the Insti-
tution, and an explanation of the principles on which it
is founded. And this course was finally agreed on.

« Accordingly, these two learned Brothers entered on
the work with great zeal and assiduity. Bro. Desagu-
liers, in 1721, made a public Pi'ofession of a Mason’'s faith,
in an Oration, which was printed and distributed plenti-
fully both in the metropolis and tprovinces st in which he
enlarged on the re-organization of the Grand Lodge, and
stafed seriatim the peculiar benefits, both moral and in-
tellectual, which may be derived from a regular attendange
on the duties of a Lodge. And Bro. Anlﬁerson published
a well-written pamphlet on the rise and progress of the
Order, and its application to the practicaf)sclences.’

¢ In the same year, September 2nd, the Duke of Mon-
tague being Grand Master, and Bros. Villeneau and Mor-
rice Grand Wardens, a Grand Lodge was holden at the
King’s Arms Tavern, St. Paul’'s Churchyard,” at whish
Bros. Desaguliers, Payne, and Anderson, were ordered to
examine the old Gothic Constitutions, and to digest the
same in a new and better method; and at the succeeding
Grand Lodge, in December, a committee of fourteen ex-
pert Brethren was appointed to revise the manuscript
when completed, and to make tHeir report accordingly.
In pursuance of this order, our worthy Eros. Desaguliers,
Payne, and Anderson, commenced their proceedings by
searching for manuscripts and authorities in every part
of the kingdom where tEey were supposed to exist. 'lgley

! An eloquent Oration about Masons and Masonry. Delivered 24th
January, 1721.

9 « On the Rise anid Progress of Freemasonry.” . The Rev. James
Anderson, D.-D., was minister of the Scots Presbyterian Church, in
Swallow-street, Piccadilly, and well known in those days amongst the
people of that persuasion, resident in London, by the name of Bisho
Anderson. He was editor of the ¢ Diplomata Scotis, and Ro 5
Genenlogies ;" a learned man, who unfortunately lost a considerable
part of his property in the South Sea bubble of 1720. He had issue
a son and a daughter, the latter of whom married an officer in the
army.
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commaunicated with many Lodges under the Constitutions
‘both'of York and London, and in most cases were suc-
cessful in the search; yet a few instances unfortunately
occurred where certain fastidious Brethren took the alarm,
and committed many valuable manuscripts to the flames
concerning ancient usages, regulations of Lodges, Charges,
and secrets,—particularly one written by Nicholas Stone,
who was Grand Warden to Inigo Jones,—lest they should
fall into the hands of our friends, and be submitted to
public inspection in a printed form.
“At one of our Lodges, when this design was in pro-
ess, Bro. Payne éxpressed his indignation at the super-
ative folly of those.misguided Brothers in no measured
language; and it was seriously debated whether it would
not be expedient, for the purpose of preventing a repeti-
tion of the offence, to move a vote of censure against
them in the ensuing Grand Lodge for contempt. This
was decided in the negative, as it was considered to be
inquisitorial, and alien to the general design of Masonry,
for the Grand ‘Lodge to interfere with the disposal of
private property. . N
“It was agreed, however, at the same Lodge, that the
R. W. Master, Dr. Desaguliers, should move ¢ that the
ancient office of Stewards be revived to assist the'&rand
Wardens in preparing for the feast, and in other things
appertaining te the arinual general assembly of Masons.
Bro. Desaguliers accordingly proposed the apﬁointment
of twelve Brethren for those purposes; and the motion
was unanimously agreed to. At the same Grand Lodge
it was reported by the committee that they had perused
Bro. Ami:erson‘s manuscript containing the History of
Masons, the Charges, Regulations, and Masters’ Song;
and, after some amendments, had approved of it. In
consequence of this favourable report, the Brethren re-
quested the Grand Master to order-it to be published ;
and its appearance produced a wonderful impression on
the public mind,.ang insured the triumph of the Craft.?
“At a Grand Lodge in the same year, the Duke of
Buccleugh, G. M., seconded by Dr. Desaguliers, pro-

94The Constitutiond of Freemasonry; containing the History,
Charges, Regulations, &o., of that most Ancient and Right Worship-
ful Fraternity. For the Use of the Lodges:" London, printed by
‘Will. Hunter, for John Senex and John Hooke, 1723.
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Eosed aschemefor raising a fund for the relief of distressed
rethren, and a committee was appointed on the spot to
consider what would be the most effectual means of
carrying it into execution. This was the origin of the
Fund of Benevolence, for which the Fraternity are
indebted to the amiable disposition, coupled with the
indefatigable exertions of Brother Desaguliers; and the
operation of the project proved so beneficial to the
general interests of the Order, that it was publicl
announced in Grand Lodge, that ingenious men of a
faculties and stations, being mow convinced that the
cement of the Lodge was love and friendship, earnestly
requested to join the Society, which soon flourished in
harmony, reputation, and numbers. . Noblemen and
gentlemen of the highest rank—Ilearned men, merchants,
and clergymen, found in the Lodge a safe and pleasant
relaxation from intense study, or the hurry of business,
without any intermixture of politics and parties. New
Lodges were constituted, which the Grand Master and
his’ deputy visited in person, and found in them a pesace-
ful asylum, free from the turmoils and disputes by which,
all other societies were characterised and deformed.
“But I can assure you, sir, that the opponents of
Freemasonry, although at their wit's end, were deter-
mined not to die without a struggle®. They circulated
all manner of ridiculous reports about the practices of.
Masons in Tyled Lodges, which were thus commented on
by a Brother who was a member of our Lodge, in an
address to the R. W. M., when the subject was mooted
in open Lodge. I cannot recollect the whole of his
speech; but he said, amongst other acute observations,
which excited the unfeigned applause of the members :
¢ Though we envy not the prosperity of any society, nor

4Not onlf in this country but on the continent, and these latter
unfortunately became a fruitful source of innovation. In 1725, the
Chevalier Ramsay introduced his Royal Arch and other manufactured
Degrees into a Lodge, under an English' warrant held in the Rue de
Boucheries at Paris, which was pres'iged over by Lord Derwentwater ;
where they were practised as legitimate Masonry. Ramsay tried to
introduce them into this country, but failed. See more of this in the
Hist. Landmarks, vol. ii., Lect. xxv., Part 1., p. 32.

8They published about this time, * Observations and Critical Re-
marks on the new Constitutions of the F.M., written by James
Anderson, ete.” London, 1725.
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meddle with their transactions and characters, we have
not met with such fair treatment from others; nay, even
those that never had an opportunity of obtaining any
certain knowledge of us,; have run implicitly with the
‘ery, and, without fear or wit, have vented their spleen in
accusing and condemning us unheard, untried ; while we,
innocent and secure within, laugh only at their gross
ignorance and im;l)o,tent malice. Have not people in
former ages, as well as now, alleged that Freemasons in
their Lodges raise the devil in a circle, and when they
have *done with him, that they lay him again with a
noise or a hush, as they please? How have some of our
maligners diverted themselves with the wild story of an
old woman between the rounds of a ladder! Others
will swear to the cook’s red-hot iron or salamander for
marking an indelible character on the new-made Mason,
in order to ‘give him the faculty of taciturnity. Sure
such blades will beware of coming through the fingers
of the Freemasons ¢’

‘t Not contented with having circulated these viva voce
calumnies,” the Square continued, ‘ pamphlets began to
iig;:bout in every form, denouncing the proceedings of

onry;® and several newspapers of the day joined in

¢ In 1724, a year after the appearance of the new Book of Consti-
tutions, we have the following pretended revelation of its secrets :—
“The Grand Mystery of Free-Masons discovered; wherein are the
several Questions put to them at their Meetings and Installations : as
" also their Oath, Health, Signs, and Points to know each other by.
As they were found in the custody of a Free-Mason who dyed sud-
denly ; and now fpl.lbliashod for the Infarmation of the Publick :’’
London, priited for J. Payne, near Stationers’ Hall. Folio. Price
Sixpence. To the second édition were annexed ¢ T'wo Letters to a
Friend.” The first concerning the Society of Freemasons; the
seeond giving an account.of the Gormagons. ndon, printed for A
Moore, 1725. Folio. Price One Shilling. The Fraternity will
thank me for presenting them with the introduction to this catch-
penny, as it show how coarsely the enemies of Masonry endea~
voured to accomplish their ends. ¢ There was a man at Louvaine
who proclaimed that he had, with great toil and difficulty, overcome
and tamed, and was ready at his booth to show, at the rate of six
stivers a-piece, that most hideous and voracious monster, the common
disturber of mankind, especially ‘in their adversity. People flocked
from all parts to see this monster. They went in at the fore door,
and after they had seen the creatare, went out at the back door,
where they were asked whether the monster were worth seeing? But
as they had, at their admittance, promised to keep the secret, they
answered that it was a very wonderful creature. By some accident,
however, it was divaiged that this wonderful creature was a Loouse ! ! I
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the ¢ry, for it contributed materially to the sale of the
sheet. Are you aware, sir, what very poor productions
these periodicals were? Do not speak! ell,- then,
I’ll tell you. They consisted of two leaves of pot paper,

and were dreadfully stupid; barren, sir, very barren of ‘

news; and, therefore, the present p?ularity of Masonry
was a god-send; and the writers did not fail to im-
prove the oqccasion ‘l:g inventing any sort of nonsense,
which they nicknamed ¢ the doings of Masonry in secret
Lodges;’ and the more ridiculous the imputation, the
greater was the demand for the paper.” Danvers, a
writer in the ¢Craftsman,’” so far exceeded his fellow-
Journalists in absurdity, as to have written a prosy article
for the pnrpose of proving that those who hanged Capt.
Porteous, of Edinburgh, were all’ Freemasons, because
they kept their own secrets;* and, therefore, the sapient
writer concluded the perpetrators must be Masons, inas-
much as they were never found out.® ‘

“The Fraternity were much ,amused with these
abortive attempts to prejudice them in public opinion;
and I have heard them sing the Sword Bearer’s Song, as
a glee for three voices, and full chorus, with shouts of
laughter and applause.” But the Brethren took nc

7 8ome of these amusing periodicals were called,  The Daily Post,”
% The British Plaindealer,” ¢ The Daily Journal,” * The Post Boy,”
in which it is asserted that ‘¢ The Freemasons put out a sham discov-
ery to invalidate their revelations; but the only genuine discovery is
in ¢ The Post Boy’ and * The Flying Post.’
® This circumstance is referred to in our motto.
9 ¢ Craftsman,” 16th April, 1736, No. 563. And see Sir Walter
Scott’s ¢ Heart of Midlothian.”
19 This song being read with the above explanation in view, will be
seen in a new and interesting light.
“To all who Masonry despise,
This counsel I bestow :
Don't ridicule, if you are wise,
A secret you don't know.
‘Yourselves you banter, but not it—
You show your spleen, but not your wit.

¢ Inspiring virtue by our rules,
And in ourselves secure,
We have compassion for those fools
‘Who think ogr acts impure.
‘We know from ignorance proceeds
Such mean opinion of our go'gds.

“If il{nion and sincerig "
ave & m pm,
We Brothxof Freemasoury
Lay justly claim to these.
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effieial notice of them, as they were -cobsiderad-teo
contemptible to merit their serious attention. Nor did
thé{' esteem the ‘philippic of Dean Swift worthy of anz
reply, as it"was evidently written for-a satirical p .
¢ At length, however, these attacks assumed a form
which- it was ‘thought neeessary to counteract in .some
public manner, One gentleman (for they were mostly
aponymeus) wrete ‘a pamphlet containing a eritical
review of the History of Masonry;* another printed
what he called an account of the eeremonies. of initia~
tion,”® which brought out a third, called the ¥'reemason’s

. : 0 State disptutee we ne'er bixth; . 4
S moﬂg’ﬁheendn‘hipirf mirth. .

- “‘Then lot us , sinee-we’ye imposed
On Ohnsglg;os‘:mdqu a j)qtz:r,
And cry, “The setrét is disclosed
I e od, th:ﬂbont,
From*® otsye'ﬁcoy' from'* Flying Peet”

11 As may be understood from the following spedimen :—*¢'As to
the secret words and sighals dsed among Masens,” he says, * it is to
be observed, that in the Hebrew alphabet there are four pair of let-
ters, of which each pair are so like that, at the firet view, they seem
to be the same. , Beth (3) and Caph (3), Gimel ()) and Nun (3),
Gheth (™) and Thau (P), Daleth (%) and Resoh (%) ; and on these
depend all their signals and grifes.‘ Cheth and Theu are ed like
two standing gallowses of two legs each; when two Masons accost
egoh other, bne cries Chéth, -and the other answers Thau, signifyiug
that they would sooner be hanged: on the gallows than divulge the
secret. Then again, Beth and Caph are each like a gallows lying on
one of the gide posts, apd when used as abgve, imply this pious

rayer: *Ma who roveal the secret hang upon the- wa till it
?all down.! This ig their Master secret, generally called, the Great
Word. Daleth and Resch are liks two half gallowses, or a gallows
out in two at the cross. stick af the top, {jy which, when pronounced,
they intimate to each other that. they would rather be hanged
than name either word or signal before any other but a Brother =0 as
to be-understood. When one says Gimel, the other says Nun; then
the first again, joining beth letters together, repeats three times
Gimel Nun,~Gimel Num Gimel Nun; by. which they mean that they-
are united as one in interests, secrecy, and affection.” .

_ 18« Obgervations and Oritical Remarks on the New Constitations of
Freemasonry.” o ' ‘

»4The Secret History of Freemasonry, being an aceidental Dis-
covery of the Certmonies made use of in the several Lodges, upon,
the Admittance of a Brother as a Free and Accepted Mason,” &ec. ;
with the Charge, Oath, and private Articles given to him at the time
of his admission. Printed from the old -original Record of-the
Bociety ; with some observations, reflections, and orifical Remarks

3
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Accusetion and Defenee, which, inr fact, had alveady
appeered in the ‘Post Boy;** and in 1726 an oration, in
which these attacks were alluded to, was delivered by
the Junior Grand Warden of the York Masons, in the
presence .of Charles Bathurst,. Esq., the Grand Master,
which was ordered to be printed’® A.speech was also
published as delivered at Carmarthen in 1728;° and
another writer thus speaks of some objections which.
were made. against the Craft:—¢ Others complain that
- the Masons continue too long in the Lodge, spending
their money to the hurt of their familjes, and eome home
too late—nay, sometimes intoxicated with liquor! But
they have noe occasion to drink much in Lodge hours,
which are not long; and when the Lodge is closed
(always in good time) any Brother may go home when
he pleases: so that it any stay longer, and become intoxi-
‘cated, it is at their own cost, not as Masons, but as
other irnﬁmden‘t men do, for which the Fraternity is not
accountable ; .and the expense of & Lodge is not so great
as that of a private club. Some observing that Masons
are not more religious, nor more knowing, than other
men, are astonished at what they can be conversant about
in Lodge hours! but though a Lodge is not a school of
divinity, the Brethren are taught tlie great lessons of
religion, morality, humanity, and friendship; te abher
_persecution, and to be ﬁeaceable subjects under the civil
government wherever they reside; and as for their know-

on the new Constitution Book of the, Free Masons, written by James
Anderson, A. M., and dedicated to the Duke, of Montagle- by J.
Desaguliers, LL. D., Deputy Grand Master. With a short Die-
tionary of private signs and signals. . The second edition. London,
printed for. Sam. Briscoe, at the Bell-Sa 1725, .
4« The Freemasons’ Acousation and Defence, in Six genuine
Letters between a Gentleman in the Country and his"Son, a Student
in the Temple, wherein the whole affair of Masonry is fairly debated,
and all the Arguments for and against that Fraternity.are ouriously
and impartially bandled.” London, Peele and Blandford, 1726. ,
18 4 Smh delivered to the Worshipful and Anoient Society of
Free and Accepted Masons, at a Grand Lodge held at Merchant's
Hall, in the City of York, on 8t. Thomas's Day, December 27, 1726.
The Right Worshipfal Charles Bathurst, Esq., Grand Master. Ry
th?anXlog Gm;dd hudeg.'& London, 1720. @ '
** A Speech delivered at a Lodge held at the Carpentei’s Arms,
the 31st December, 1728, by Edw. oy, Prov. Senior Grand
‘Warden in Carmarthen.” y,~ 7» lnte o ’
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ledge, they: clhim ]ga large a share of it as-other men in
then situation’ Beyond these fugitive attempts, I did-
not hear that anythmg wds done at present to rebut the
slanders which were so freely circulated to the prejudice
of the Oraft. ‘ s

>4 At length, in 1730, & man of: the name of ‘Prichard,
an- unprincipled: and needy Brother, concocted a book
which contained a-great deal of platsible matter, mingled
with a few grains of truth, which he published under
the name of ¢ Masonry Disseeted,” and impudently pro-
claimed in his dedication that it was intended -for the
imformation of the Craft.® And to show his learhing, he

17« Masonry Disseoted; being a Universal and Gepuine Desorip-
tion of all its Branches, from the Original to ‘this Ptesent Time: as.
it-is delivered in the constituted regular Iodges, both in City and
€ountry, according to the several Degrees of ﬁmission; giving an
impartial Account of 'their ‘re%:la.r roceedings in initiating their
New Members 'in the whole Three Degrees of Masonry, viz., I
Entered Premtice; II. Fellow Crafs; III. Mastey: To which 'is
added, The Author’s Vindicatian.of Himself. By Samuel Prichard,
late Member of a constituted . London, 1730. - Fourth edition,-
Loundon, J. Wilford, 1781. Eighth edition, London, J. Thorbuck,
1737. Thirteenth edition, London, Chandler, 1774. Twenty-first
edition, London, Byfield and Hawkesworth, 1787. It was translated
ingto Datch, French, and Gemnan. The former had this title :—
. % Prichard het Collegie der Vrije-Metselaars ontledt,of een algemeena
en opregte Beschrgvin van alle derzelves Soorten, van desselfs
Qorsprong tot dp ‘de J%genwoo'rdi Tyd.” DUtrecht, 1734. The
Fronoh edition had thie title :—La" Réception mystericuse de la
oéldbre Societe des Francs-Magons, contengnt une- Relation générale
et -gincere de leurs .Cérémonies. Par Samunel Prichard, ci devant
lgembre d’yrie (‘{hambei' de la meme Confrairie. Traduite de I'Ap-
f»l,"i’ éclaircie par des Remaryues critiques, suivie de quelques autres

jeces curieuses, relatives & la: Grande Bretagne, avec des Observa-
tions Historiques et Geographiques.” A Londres par la Compagnie
des Libraries, 1737. And the Gierman edition was thus announoced ;
~¢Die zunft der freien maurer, oder, allgemeine und aufrichtige:
Beschreibung aller derselben Gattungeh, voit jhrem Ursprunge bis
auf jetgige zeit. Als em Unpartheyischer Bericht ihrer Handlungen
bei. Aunehm und Einweikimg threr neuen Gleieder, und den drei
unterschiedenen Stuffan ‘derer Miurer. Ans Licht gegeben dureh
Samuel Prichard, vormaligen Glied einer Zunfft Kammer. Ans der
fonften Englishchen Aufflage iibersetst 1736.: Analysirt in den
Actis Hist. Ecoles. 1738, im Anhange von 1736.”

! subi'oin this precious dedication. *To the Worshipful and
Honourable Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons, Brethren
and Felows.—If the following sheets, done without partiality, ti‘in
the universal applausé of so worthy a society, I doubt not but their
general character will-be diffused and estecemed among the remdining
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asserted in his: preface thet ‘from the accepted Masons
_ sprang the real Masons, from both sprang the Gorma-
ns, whose Grand-Magater, the Polgi, deduces his ::m.l

rom' the Chinese, whose writings, .if to be: ¢ y
maintained the hypothesis of the Pre-Adamites, and
consequently must be mere-antique than Masonty! The
most free and op?n soi)iety is that of;fthe Gmndl-,lehe' l;ﬂet,
which consists of a select company nsible e,
whose chief* discourse is concming m and bmeu;
and promoting mutusl friendship without compulsior ex
restriction.’{ ! ! ¥ o : ‘.

. “What do you think of this, sit? Was mot .thia
informatien truly wonderful? The public théught so.
Phey said—*It must be this—it can be nothing else ; it
is, a8 we always supposed, & whimsical cheat, st;gporte‘d
by great names.to seduce fools, who, once gulled 6ut of
their money, Kkeep the fraud secret to draw in others.
And accordingly the book had an enormous and rapid
gale, for four editions were ealled for ir the first year of
its publication, so open-is poor John Bull to imposjtiom
Its success stimulated others to follow in the same track,
and three or four pretended revelationa of Masonic secre
issued from the press simultaneousty.® <

«It was now considered necessary to disabuse the
ublic mind; and for this purpose Dr. Anderson was
ted by the Grand Lodge in 1738 to prepare & defence

of the Order -against' the calumnies which had been so
industriously circulated to its prejudiee. Several pamph-
lets had already appeared, as the Oration 'of the celebra~
ted Martin Clare; J.G: W,, in 1735, before the Grand
Lodge;® the ‘ Freemasons’ Pocket Companien,’-by Dr.

polite part of menkind; which-I hope will give entire satisfaction to
all lovers of truth; and I shall remain, with all humble submission,
the Fraternity’s most obedierit humblé servant, Sam. Prichard."”

Y There is a degree\or Bociety of this :mature in the United States,
called the Becret Monitor, Which was established for the pﬁ:{)ose of
enabling its members to assist-each other in-their commercial trans-
wﬁoh'a : e

%], «The Secrets of Mnso,nﬂxmde known to all Men, by 8. P,,
late member of a constituted Lodge.- “To which is added, The
Author’s Vindication of Himself.” London, Thorbuck, 1737. 2.
4 The Mystery of Masonry.” London, Thorbuck, 1787. 3. *¢ The
Mysterious Receptions of the- celebrated Society of Freemasons;
ocontaining a true Account of their Ceremonies.” = London, 1737,

®.64 An Address made ¢o the Body-of Fyee and' Accopted ]
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Smith;® and the ¢ Fregmasons Vade Meeum;' but thie
latter book was condemned by the Grand Lodge as ‘a
iratical silly production, done without leave,’ and the
rethren were warned ‘not to mse ‘it, noer encourage the
sale thereof. : S
* _ %Inthe meanwhile, Dr. Anderson wrote his celebrated
Defence of Masonry, in which he txeated the work of
Prichard with great consideration® He took his stand
on high ground—gave his adversary every fair and reason-
able advantage, by assuming that if all he-had advenced
were correct, still Masonry would be ah admirable insti-
tation, and answered his book seridtim like a gentleman -
and a scholar. “When the Defence came out, and the
subjeet was canvassed in the Lodge, some ‘thought he
had conducted the dis;slte with greater mildness than the
fellow deserved; but ‘Brother Anderson confended—and
truly, as I thought at the time—that ¢it would be giving
our opponents toe¢ serious an advantage to treat their
productions, how absurd soever they migltt be, either
with flippancy or severity’ RN
“He commenced the Defence by conceding certain
gints which were thought to be discreditable to the
rder. . ‘Let,” says ke, ‘for once, this dissection contain
all the decrets of Freemasonry; admit that every word
of it is genuine and literatly true, yet, under all these
concessions — under all disadvantages and prejudices
whatever, I- cannot but still believe there have been
impositiens upon ' mankind more. ridiculous, and that
many have been drawn into a society more pernicious.’
He then proceeded step by step to prove its manifold
advantages; -and admitting that ‘although Masonry has
in some circumstances declined from its original purity,
by running in muddy streams, and as it were under
ground, yet notwithstanding the great rust it may have
contracted, and the forbidding light in which it is placed
by the Dissector, there is still much of the old fabrie
remaining ; the essential pillars of the building may be

assembled at a Quarterly Communication, holden near Temple Bar,
December, 11, 1735.” Translated into French and German.
B “The Freemasons’ Pocket Companion, by W. Smith, D.D.”
Thorbuck, London, 1736, ] et
Defence of Masonry, oocasioned by a called Magonry
Dissected, by James Andersop, D. D. b{7£an
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disoovered through the rubbish, though the superstruo-
ture be overrun- with moss and ivy, and the stones by.
length of time digjeinted.. And, therefore, as the bust
of an old hero is of great valae among the curious, though
it has lost an eye, the nose, or the right hand, so Masoury,
with all its blemishes and misfortunes, instead of

ing ridiculous, ought, in my humble apinion, to be,
received with some candour and -esteem, from the vene-
ration to its antiquity.’

. ¢ The effect of this Defence was electrical. It was
universally read and admired;-and though the a

on Megonry were still contipued,~—for while the cowan
was willing to purchase, false Brethren would always
be found who were ready to sell; they attracted the
attention of none but the very lowest classes of the peo-~
ple. One of the most eminent members of -the Craft,:
on a wvisit at our Lodge, paid -Dr. Anderson a very high
compliment when pt:b(fosiug the thanks of the Fraterpity
for the service he had rendered to Masonry by the pub-
lication of the Defence. He said—* The Freemasons are’
much obliged to the generons, intention of the unbiassed
Author of .the Defence; though seme think the inge-
nieus Defender has spent too much fine learning and
reasoning upon the foolish Dissection that is justly
despised by .the Fraternity, as much as.the other pre-
tended discoveries of their secrets in public newspapers
and pasquils, all of a sort, for all of them put together
do mot discover the profouhd and sublime things of old
Masonry; nor can any man, not a Mason, make use of
those incoherent smatterings (interspersed with ignorant
nonsense and gross falsities) among bright Brothers,. for
an{ purpose but to be laughed at; our communicationg
being of a quite different sort.” The motion of thanks,
as you may suppese, was carried by acclamation.

“ I have said more about this Defence,” continued my
extraordinary companion, ‘“than may be necessary. on
any future publication, because it vonstitutes the first
attempt on record to explain the real working of the
machinery of the Order.* Poor Prichard had the auda-

% The curious reader may find the entjre Essay in the first volume
of “The Golden Remains,” p. 47; and it is of such sterling excel-
lenoe as will amply repay a t perusal.
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city to publish a rTy,“ butr he soon found, by the
stinted sale of his book cempared with the rapid demand
for his former produetion, that Dr. Anderson had spoiled his
trade, and that no one now gave him credit for veracity.
He had confessed himself to be a perjured man; and i¢
proved fatal to his reputation. Froma being a whale
among the minnows, he dwindled into a minnow ame
the whales; and having once sunk into contempt an
ibgignificance, he was heard of no more.

“ Dr. Anderson’s Defence was followed by an anony-
mous work, called ¢ The Beginning and First Foundation
of the most worthy Craft of Freemasonry,’ published in
1739; and a French writer, whose book was tramslated
into English, although not very cemplimentary to the
Order in general, admits ¢ that the prince and the magis-
trate here lose nothing of that homage due from their
inferiors. Nothing is banished but discord and quarrel-
ling, which, if one moment raises, the next extinguishes,
and this principle of union and society with which eaeh
Brother 18 impressed, becomes the principle of gesoe
and quietness, which he preserves without amy altera-
tion until the time when he is required to throw it off,
only for the purpose of rendering it more universal and
more durable. rq’)hat I have just said of the calmness
and tranquillity which reigns in the Order of Free-
masons will, without doubt, appear to some.an incom-
prehensible paradox; but I will proceed, and their

rise will increase, when they know that this upion
is carried to such a pitch, that if two Masons, without
knowing each other, should quarrel and fight with the
sword,—upon an intimation that they were both Masons,
the fury and rage which before animated the combatants,
would in an instant give place to the most sincere recon-
oiliation, and the most tender friendship ; and this, if any
signs should escape either of them, so that his adversary
should ‘only suspect him to be a member of the same
Order with himself, his anger would instantly cease,
and, upon an explanation, a thousand embraces and
expressions of tegard .would quench the boiling fury,
which but a moment before had consigned one or both
to sure destruction.’ '

* « Mosonry farther Disseoted.” Londoo, 1788.
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. % The Book of Constitutions becoming -scavee in the
year 1737, Dr. Andexson, who had assisted in the former
work, prayed for the favour of reprinting it, with the
transaetions of the Society down to the year 1788. This
being complied with, and the copy delivered, the manage-
ment of it at the press was entrusted to him. The
manuscript being approved, the following Resolution
was unanimously agreed to :— .

“ Whereas, at the Grand Lodge, on 24th Feb ,
17845, the Earl of Crauford, Grand Master, being in the
Chair, Bro. James Aunderson, D.D., having represented
that a new Book of Constitutions was become necessary,
and that he had prepeared materials for it, the Grand Master
and the Lodge ordered him to lay the same before the

resent and fermer Grand Officers, as in the Grand Lodge

ook. And our said Bro. Anderson, having submitted
his manuscript to the perusal of some former Grand

Officers, particularly-our noble Bro. Richmond, and our
Bros. Desaguliers, Cowper, Payne, and others, who, after
making some corrections, have signified their approbation,
and having next, according to the foresaid order, com-
mitted his manuseript to the perusal of the present
Grand Officers, who, g&ving_ also reviewed and corrected
it, have declared their approbation of it to the Grand
Lodge assembled in ample form on the 25th of January,
1787-8; the Grand Lodge then. agreed to order our
said Bro. Anderson to print and. publish the said manu-
soript or new Book of Constitutions. And it is hereby
approved and recommended as the only Book of Consti-
tutions, for the use of the Lodges of the Free and
Accepted Masons, by the said Grand Lodge, on the said
26th Jaunuary, 1737-8, in the vulgar year of Masonry,
5737-8% - '

* Anderson, in his Dedication to the Prince of Wales, says,
*Your Royal Highness well knows that our Fraternity has been
often patronised l? royal persons in former ages, whereby architec-
tare early obtained the title of the ¢ Royal Art;’ and the li(roemuons
have always endeavoured to deserve that patronage by their loyalty.
For we meddle not with affairs of State.in our Lodges, nor with any
thing that may give outrage to oivil magistrates, that may break the
harmony of our own communications, or that may weaken the cement
of the {.odge And whatever are our different opinions in other
things, leaving all men to the liberty of conscience, as Masons we
Sarmoniously. agres in. the agble. and the royal art, in the
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“ About this #ime I had the high honeur of witnessing
some regal initiations. His Royal Highness Francis
Stephen, Duke-of Lorrain, received the two first
of Masonry at the Hague, by virtue of a deputation from
Lord Lovel, G. M., for a Lodge there, of which Dr. Desa~
guliers was the Master; and subsequently he wag raised
to the third d , along with his Grace the Duke of
Newcastle, at Houghtor Hall, in Norfolk, the seat of-Siz
Bobert Walpole. This was.in 1731. 'A few years later,
viz., on the 15th November, 1737, an occasional Lodge
was opened at Kew, Dr. Deo,a.guliers being the Master,
and Bros. Gofton and King the Wardens, where his
Royal Highness Frederick, Prince: of Wales, received
the two first degrees, and in due time was raised to the
degree of a Master Mason in the same [ilace, and by the
same Officers, although it was not usual to raise a Bro-
ther in & private Lodge, nor in Grand. Lodge, till he was
elected to the Chair. The Grand Master, however, had
the '‘power of disﬂensing with this rule, and also eof
making Masons when and where he pleased.

. ¢ According to an apocry'Bhal legend of Masonry, whick
it is a8 wel to know, altheugh impraeticable in later
times, the ancient Masons were enjoined to initiate their
candidates at the third, sizth, and ninth hours omly
for which custom they assigned these reasons: that it
was at the third- hour of the day that the Holy Ghost
descended ou the Apostles at the Pentecost;¥ at the
sizth hour Peter went up to the house-top te offer his
prayers to God, when he -was favoured with a celestial
vision ;® and at the minth hour Peter and John went to
the Temple for the same purpose, and then and there
healed a man who had been lame from "his mother’s
womb.® . :

“ Dr. Desaguliers having been a Fellow of the Royal
Society for some years, the energies of his mind- were
now directed to other pursuits, and he resigned the
Chair as Master of the Lodge; in consequnce of which
your humble servant, being a moveable jewel, fell into
other hands. The Doctor made many important improve-
social virtues, in being true and fai and in avoiding what ma;
give oﬂeno:s’ to ;‘:n.;ngowm ronnd‘?f:l’globo, mdermmm we on’n
peaceably asseinble in ample form.”
"% Acwhi, 1 "5, 2. 5. . % Db,k
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oieek as a lamb, and a perfect slave at home, for his
térmagant helpmate led him a very unquiet life; and, ia
the end, ruined him, and foreed-him from his dwelling,
It was at this point of time that Dr. D liers: became
his friend dnd patron ; for, as a Professor of Experimentat
Philosophy, he took great imterest in his ormances.
He placed him in another public-house at the Hermitage,
with the sign of the Ship; and, after making him &
Mason, established a Lodge at his house as a means of
increasing his business by the introduction of his friends.
And, I must say, the Lodge was well conducted, with
Bro. Desaguliers at its head as the Master ; and increased
rapidly in numbers and respectability. Its cognizance
was the redoubtable' Thomas Topham matching his
strength against that- of a horse, with his feet propped
by the fragment of a wall; and its name, Tre StroNG

N Lobee. Topham, however, unfortunately took to
drinking, and the business fell inte other hands; but the
Lodge prospered, and was consjdered a crack establishe
ment ”when the poor fellow and his patron were no
more.




CHAPTER III.
- PROCESPIONS.—MARTIN OLARE, A. M.
1740—1747.

‘ st

“Regard not who it is that speaketh, but weigh only what is
spoken.”’—~HOOKER. .
- s Al} suoh things as are either secret or manifest, them I know.”
“Yaeu shall understand, . my dear friends, that amongst the “excels
lent acts of that king, one above all hath the pre-eminence.. It was
the erection and institution of an Order, or Society, which we call. *
Solomon’s House, the noblest foundation (as we think) that ever was
dpon earth, and the lantern of this kingdom. It is dedicated to the
study of the works and creatures of God.”—LORD BACON.

“Tar Brether, whose pro&erty I had now beeome,”
oontinued the Square, ‘ was Master of the Lodge No. 2,
at the Horn Tavern, New Palace Yard, Westminster,
the old Lodge which formerly met at the Rummer and
Girapes, and he was an expert ruler. He . (Here
the Square communicated several particulars about the
method of conducting a Lodge in those times, which,
though very. curious and important, I am bound te hold
sacred, as-1 cannot make them public without ineurring

the penalty -of the unfortunate Prichard. It appears
that the Master was a strict disciplinarian, and, under his
instructions, the ' Brethren made a rapid progress in the
knowledge of Masoury, although he entettained some
absurdities which he communigated only to a few seleet
Brothers in private; one of whieh, not being of ady great
importance to Masonry, I may mention without violating
a sacred -pledge. For instance, he taught them that
Adam, our first parent, constructed a stone in the form
of an - oblong square, ordouble cube, and placed it over
the grave of of his beloved.son Abel, who had been slain
by his brother, inseribed with the history of the transac-
tion in hieroglyphi(;a_l characters; and this, he told them,
was the origin. of the pame ocustom amongst the Egyp-
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tians! I had great difficulty here, to restrain myself from
uttering an exclamation. The principal symbol which
it contained, was the Mark placed on the forehead of
Cain by the finger of God, viz., the Tauv Cross,—the
emblem of life. And thus this protective landmark was
communicated to mankind, that no one might violate
the divine command by depriving him of existence. And
our imaginative Master was bold enough to add, that
this mark was the talisman used by Moses to protect the
Israelites from the devastations of the destroying angel
ia the wilderness of Arabia.) v

¢« Although the Master was inﬂexit;l{y rigid,”” my eom~
panion continued, “in the discharge of his duty, and in
exacting from others the same rule of conduct which he
imposed on. himself, yet, when the Lodge was elosed,
and supper placed on the table—hey presto!—he was
quite another man. . No one was mors jocose or full of
gpirits than he was. He sang a good sang, oracked his
joke, and was.the life of the company.. No ‘prosy
speeches would he allow, for he said time was precious
at that heur of the night, and he was determined to
make the most of jt. As an agreeable relaxation, he
introduced an amusement call:g ‘orambo,’ a practiee
which contributed to the merriment of the Lodge, during
the hours appropriated to refreshment, for many years.
You don’t know what it is? Then P'll tell you.  The
Mauster starts the. game -with a line. of poetry, ending\
with some rhyme which is capable of considerable exten-
sion; and each Brother, un & fine—which in ‘those
days was an extra glass of punch—was obliged to im-
provise a corresponding. verse in the same measure, and
terminating in the same jingle.. For instance; to give
you an example in point; one evening, after supper, the
Brethren were in a merry cue, and the game commenced
by an observation of the Master respecting a young lady
of good fortune, a friend of his, whom hé was afraid wea
about :to -sacrifiee herself to a fellow who.had no real
regard for anythieg but her money; and was consulting
with his friends what they- woufd* advise- as the most
effectual means of extricating her’from his toils, when
the. following crambonian categery was elicited amidst
roars of laughter:— 7. D :
. “¢His name’s Mr. Power,’ says the Master; - . t
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#<Then tell Mr. Power,” Dr. Anderson began,
¢t That she has no dower,” chimed in Bro. Villeneaun;
s« And he’ll sgeedlly cower,’ Bro. Noyes added ;
«¢ And droop like a flower,’ said Bro. Gofton;
««His. forehead will lower,” Bro. Morrice suapped in; -
s¢ And he’ll leok-very sour,’ shouted Bro. Lamball,
with a vociferous ha! ha! ha!—in which the whole
rtiei with a hearty good-will. .
¢+ He'l e her snug bower,’ resumed Bro. De
Vaux;
«tAnd he’ll grin, gape, and glower,’ said Bro Revm,
the Grand Secretary
«“«He’ll be off in an hour,” added Bro. Dr. Schomberg*
“¢And away he will scour, replied Bro.. Shergold ;
-¢¢Defying her power,’ lisped Bro. Sir J. Mansell, in
his very mild tone of voice; and ¢ Well -done, Mansell,—
ha! ha! ha!’ made the -glasses on the supper-table ngle
with the concussion.! -
“The Master was fond of a song, as I have alreudy
observed,” my informant continued ; “and, as hard drink-
was the vice of the times, the followmg chorus was
urite with the Lodge :—
¢ He that will not merr{ merry be,
: With a generous bowl and a toast,
g he in Bridewell be shut up,
fast bound to a post.
him be merry merry there,
-And we'll be merry merry here; -
For who does know where we ahall 80y
To be merry apother year !

! In the old'MS. from which much of the above ‘‘ Revelations” has
been extracted, my late father, the Rav. . Oliver, says, that when a
young man he was acquainted with an nged Mason, who was initiated
in the year 1740, and he, told him that this amusement was qommon
in the Lodges of that’ riod. And Me gives a fow specimens,
amoigst which is the ab0ve I subjdin a crambo by Dr. ghendan,
the friend of Swift, under date of 1736, which is soméwhat better:— -

“(A)nusg‘m 7] .
. Jnnt. ready gycfl .
O, wherd . .o
- From thbu (] eyef
-In bed when I he,
ot
Like a hog in a sty ! .

Fhe French Bouts Rimés were someﬁxmg similar to.this.

$ The whole song may be found in the Glasgbw edition of “The
Fretmason’s Pookvt Companien,
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“Thus the song, the toast, the Jjest, and merry langh
passed away the time till midnight was announced from
the neighbouring chureh clock ;- and then hats, swords,
and canes were In requisitien, for the-party was broken
up at once by the Master's ‘right word and point of a

sson—Adieu’ The Lodge prospered under his judi-
cious management. . . : :

“ While embodying these tyausactions in your imagi-
nation, I must caution you,” said the Master's Jewel,
which I found to be rather facetiously inclined, *net-to
raise ug before your mind’s eye an assembly of Brethren
habited in the costume to which yeu have been habitu~
ated; for if you, sir, in your present. dress, had made
your appearance among them, you would have created
shouts of more extatic laughter than either punning or
crambo. No, sir, you must see them as they actually
were; if yau wauld form a true idea of the scene. The
wore square-cut coats and long-flapped waistcoats Wiltﬂ
pockets in them; the eoats had long hanging cuffs, and
the skirts were stiffened out with buckram and wire, to
show the hilt of the sword. - They bad lace neekcloths
and ruffles; blue or red silk stoekings, with gold or silver
clocks, drawn over the breeches to meet the pocket-
flaps of the waistcoat, and gartered below the knee;
square-toed and short-quartered shoes, with high red
heels and small silver buckles. Then they had on vari-
ous kinds of wigs, and.small three-eornered hats laced
with gold or-silver, and trimmed with feathers; all
formal, clean, and spruce, and in every respect a striking
conirast to the fashionable costume of the present day.”
The Square then proceeded with its revelations.

"My next move was to the breast of a very showy and
self-sufficient gentleman,—a men of ample fortune, but
very, superficial, and fameus for nothing but. his versa:
tility and want of firmness. He seldom knew his own
mind on any given subject. whether in religion or poli-
tics, for eight and forty hours together. To-day he was
a Whig, to-marrow a Tory, and the next something ver{
different from both. In feligion he was sometimes hig
church, sometimes low church, but more frequently
neither one nor the other. In a word, he was unani-
mously pronounced a universal gerius! I have knawn
many universal geniuses in quy time, though, to speak
my mind freely, I never knew one who, for the ordinary
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purposes of life, was worth his weight in straw; but, for
the government of a Lodge, a little sound judgment and .
plain common sense: is worth all the sparkling genius
that ever wrote poetry or invented theories. He was
exceedingly fond of trying philosophical and political
experiments; and having stuged his head full of soraps
and remnants of encient republics, and oligarchies, and
aristocracies, and monarchies, and the laws of Solen, and
Lycurgus, and Charondas, and the imaginary common--
wealth of Plato, and the pandects of Justinian, and a
thousand other fragments of venerable antiquity, he was
for ever bent upon introducing some one or other of them
into use; so that ‘between one contradictory measure
and another, he ertangled the government of the Lodge
in more knots during his administration than half-a-dozen
successors could have untied.® : :

“ He had been a Junior Warden under Dr. Desaguliers ;
but that discerning Brother entertained some doubts
whether his pretensions were sterling, and, therefore, hesi~
tated to promote him to a highér and more responsible
office. is’ imperfections soon manifested themselves,
and the Brethren who placed him in the chair lived to
repent of their choice. He formed several magnificent
schemes for the advancemeunt of Masonry, but did not
possess sufficient stability to carry them into effect ; like
the Dutch mountebank who took a run of' three miles to
leap over a hill, but changing his mind during this prelimi~
nary step, when he arrived at its foot, he sat quietly
down and declared himself unable to accomplish the
feat. Or like the Uperephanos of Brathwait,

« He still thought,
That the world without him would be brought to nought;
For when the dogge-starre d, he used to’ory,
* No other Atlas has the world but I.
I am only Hee, supports the state;
Cements divisions, shuts up Jauns’ gate ;
Improves the public frame, chalks out the way -
How princes should command—subjects obey—
Nought passes my discovery, for my sense
Extends itself to all intelligence.’ "’

3 A passage similar to the above may be found in Knickerbocker’s
description of William the Testy; and we must, leave it to the reafler
to- determine whether Washington Irving had it by communication
with our I'vwgwua, or whether we oopied it from him.

4 .
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4 This wonderful man piqued himself ‘on his oratorieal
owers, and frequently wearied the patienee of the
rethren by his dull and unmeaning harangues on the
most trifling subjects. I remeniber on one occasion
some topic 'was under discussion—I think it was on.the
roprietry of masonic processions—which had been a
ruitful subject of ridicule to the wite of Loudon. A
great difference of opinion prevailed amongst the.Craft
on this question, ang our Lodge wasd so nicely balanced
in point of numbers, pro and con, that any Master of com-
mon understanding would have found no difficulty in
turning the scale in favour of his own views, on which
fide soever it might be. In this exigency what did qur
sapient Master do? Why, he made a speech, in which

he took a view of the arguments on both sides of the-

question, and proceeding carefully by the strictest rulas.
of logic, and a display of the soundest erudition, but all
to no purpose, he balanced them so equally that every:
Brother in the Lodge congratulated himself that his
opinions would be triumphant; and when the Master sat.
down, I heard him whisper to a Brother on his right
hand, ¢ Now, do you kiow, from what I have said, which
side of the question miy own opinion favours #—¢Indeed, I
confess myself at a loss to determine.’— Then I have
accomplished my point,’. replied this sapient officer, ¢ for
my ambition was to make a speech which should please
‘both parties.’ And when the question was put to the
vote, he found himself in a minority. Not very compli-
mentary to his tact and judgment, was it ? .
v “Our politic Master was, at this time, building a hand-
“some mansion at the west end of the town, and when it
was nearly completed, he boasted one evening, in a set
speech, of the pure Augustan style in which his dining-
room was to be finished and decorated, in all the antique
splendour that Gothic architecture - could furnish. It
was to be a perfect genr;.and in the peroration of his
speech, he announced his intention of opening it with a
g;and masonic dinner, to which he invited all the mem-
rs then present. The announcement was, of course,
received with cheers. Amidst the acclamations of the
Lodge he sat down, and a Brother whispered in his ear,
‘When do you' think it will be ﬁnishesl?’—‘ Never for
that purpose,” replied the Master.




THE BRVELATIONS OF-A SQUARE. 389

“This erudite chief had concocted a notable scheme
for distinguishing his year of office as a remarkable.
epoch, which had caused him more anxiety to bring into
a disposable form, than any other subject he was ever
known to entertain. It was an invention peculiarly his
own, and he plumed himself upon it with mere than
common pride. In introdueing it to the notice of the
Lodge, his opening speech was flowery and rhetorical.
He denominated his plan & grand panacea which would
obviate all objections to Masonry, and create -a universal-
sensation in its favor. ¢The idea,’ he said, ¢is mnovel,
pleasing, and practicable ; it has never entered the head of
mortal Mason, and I am the only individual who has been.
inspired with the vast design. My star is in the ascend-
ant, and I do not ‘doubt g?lt a nicke in the temple of
fame is reserved for me, as the author of a magnificent
project, which will render Freemasonry the envy of all
other social institutions.’

«He werit on in this style for a considerable length of
time, the Brethren waiting with commendable patience
for the development of his proposal. And what do you
think it was? You cannot guess, and s0 I may as well
tell.you at once; it wasa Masonic Barr!!! The Breth-
ren were taken by surprise at this unexpected announce-.
ment, so alien to the genuine principles of MasomH, and
scarcely knew what to say. After they had recollected
themselves by a pause of a few minutes’ duration, the ab-.
surdity of t{e proposal struck them as so perfectly
ridiculous, that, though from motives of decorum and
respeet for the Clair, they endeavoured to stifle their
sense of the ludicrous, the effort was unsuccessful, and
the{ gave vent to their feelings by a loud and universal
peal of laughter, which they found it impossible to re-
strain. .

«¢A what?” shouted Bro. Lamball, ‘A masonic ball ¥
which was succeeded by another general laugh. And
Bro. Villeneau repeated the lines from Pheedrus :

' *Mong parturibat, gemitus immanes ciens;
Eratque in terris maxima ex speotatio;
At ille murem peperit ;’

which was the signal for cachinnation the third,
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“<On what law of Masonry do you found the legality
of your scheme?’ said Bro. Morris. ’

“The R. W. M. was unable to furnish either law or
precedent for his delectable scheme, and, therefore, he
staved off the enquiry by demanding in return: ¢On
what law do you found the legality of Refreshmeni?

“<On the second clause of the sixth Ancient Charge,’
said Bro. Morris. ‘h o od 0 bo

« At length Bro. De iers, who happened to be pre-
ler:lt, rose vg:g:h great gg\:lity, and addrging the Chair,
said: - . : * .
«‘R. W. 8ir, the propesal you have just submitted to
the Lodge is so thoroughly alien to the prineiples' of Ma-

nry, that I am scarcely surprised at the indecorous
exhibition we have just witnessed, but which, I hope, for
the credit of the Lodge, will never be repeated while ths
8. Warden’s column is in the ascendant. Supposing, for
the sake of argument. that the Brethren were inclined ta
indulge you by acceding to your unprecedented proposi-
tion, they would be incapable of executing the design,
without committing a gross violation of the general Con-~
stitutions of the Order. Are you aware, R. W. Sir, that
a standing law provides that it is not in the power of any
man, or body of men, to make any alteration or innova-
tion in the body ef Masonry, without the consent first
obtained of the Grand Lodge? and this, Sir and Brother,
would be an innovation which no Grand Lodge could
ever be found to sanction or approve.’ .

¢« After Dr. Desaguliers had thus expressed a decided:
negative opinion on the subject, the Master, sufficiently
mortified, withdrew his motion, and we never again
heard of the anomaly of a.masonie ball. :

“But a truce to this gossip.- I turn to the literary
proceedings of the period, for I was now appropriated by
the celebrated Martin Clare, 4. M., F. Ig S,D. G. M.
in 1741, who had already distinguished himself by his
zeal and intelligence on several occasions, and had done
good service to Masonry by an'address, which has been
already referred .to. .In this document he made a few
. observations on those improprieties which are most likely
to discompose the harmony of a Lodge; and then pro-
ceeded to show at large what the errors and deviations
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were. which it would be desirable to avoid by a som
of gentlemen, uuited by the bonds of brotherh
and under the strictest ties of mutual love and forbear-
ance. : : C

« His grave and quiet method of delivery made a strong
impression on the audience; and its conclusion, in these
impressive words, was received with loud approbations
‘It has been long,’ said he, ‘and still is, the glory and
happiness of this Society, to have its interesta espoused
by the great,.the noble, and the honoured of the land.
Persons who, after the example of the wisest and the

andest of kings, esteem it neither condescension nor
girshonour to patronize and encourage the professors ef
the Craft. It is our duty, in return, to do nothing incon-
sistent with this favour; and, being members of this
body, it becomes us.to act in some degree suitable to the
honour we receive from our illustrious head. If this be
done at our general meetings, every good and desirable
end will very probably be promoted among us. The
Craft will have the advantage of being governed by
good, wholesome, and dispassionate laws; the business
of the Grand Lodge will be smoothly and effectually
carried on:. your Grand Officers will communicate thenr
sentiments, and receive your opinions and advice with
pleasure and satisfaction ; particular societies will become
still more regular, from what their representatives should
observe here. In a word, true and ancient Masonry will
flourish; and th®se that are without, will soon come to
know that there are more substantial pleasures to be
found, as well as greater advantages to be reaped, in our
Society, orderly conducted, than can possibly be met
with in any other bodies of men, how magnificent soever
their pretensions may be ; for none can be so amiable as
that which promotes brotherly love, and fixes that as the
grand cement of all our actions; to the performance of
which we are bound by an obligation, both solemn and
awful, and that entered into by our free and delibe-
rate choice; and as it is to direct our lives and actions, it
can never be too often repeated, nor too frequently ine
culcated.’

“ At this time rumours were whispered in the Metro-

politan Lodges, that the Ozder was subjected to great
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persecutions in Switzerland,* Germany,® Italy,® France’
and Holland ;* and that edicts and decrees were thundered

out against it in all those countries; and although it was

admitted that nothing had been discovered in the beha~
viour or practices of the Fratemit{ contrary to the public
peace, or to the duty of good subjects, yet the several

vernmenis were, nevertheless, determined that .the
i(())d es of Freemasons should be entirely abolished.

“ These unprecedented measures excited in the English
Fraternity such a feeling of disgust, that a few influen-
tial Brethren united themselves together for the purpose
of considering what would be the most eligible and
effectual method of .showing the utter absurdity and
impolicy of such a line of conduct; and in 1789 a pam-

¢+ The magistrates of Berne issued an ordinance in these words :—
+We do, by these presents, henceforth and for ever forbid, annut,
and abolish the Societies of Freemasons in all our territories and dis-
tricts, to all persons that now are, or shall hereafter come into our
dominions; and we do ordain and decree. that all those our citizens
apd subjects who are actually known to be Freemasons, shall be
obliged immediately to abjure by oath the en&ngement they have.
taken in the said.society without delay. And ersons who shall
fre&uent such assemblies shall be subject to a fine of 100 crowns
without remission, and be incapable of holding any place of trust,
benefit, or employment whatever.”

s Th:‘ﬁ:fsecutlons' in Germany were occasioned by the jealousy of
some ladies belonging to the court, who being disappointed in their
endeavours to obtain a knowledge of the secret through. the
of certain persons whom they induced to be initigged for that purpose,
inflamed the mind of the empress against the society. But the per-
secution was defeated by the emperor himself, who. undertook to be
responsible for the conduct of the Magons in their Lodges, and to
redress any %ievances of which they were found guilty.

¢ A papal Bull of this period (1738) commanded all persons to
abstain from the society of Freemasons, under a penalty of 1,000
crowns of gold, and inourrinﬁ excommunication ipso facto, from which
no one was able to give absolution but the Pope himself.

7 In the year 1737 a persecution was commenced, under the plea
that the gltetenoe of secrecy might be used to cover some dangerous
design which might affect the religion, the peace, and prosperity of
th:lg?ngdom :

8 An edict was issued by the States of Holland, intimating that al-
though they had not discovered anything in the behaviour or practice
of the Freemasons contrary to the peace of the republic, or to the
duty of good subjects, they were resolved, nevertheless, to prevent
any bad consequences that might ensue from such conventions, and,
therefore, commanded that they should be entirely abolished.
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phlet, written in French, was published in Dublin,®
under the title of ¢ An Apology for the Society of Free-
masons.” It appeared in the same year in an English
form, translated, as was generally supposed, by Martin
Clare. It created a great sensation, and promoted the
translator to the office of D. G.M. He had been alréady,
officially authorized to revise the Lodge Lectures, and to
make such alterations and improvements as, in his judg-.
ment, the present state of the Order might require,
always preserving inviolate the ancient landmarks. And
his version of the Lectures was so judiciously drawn up,
- that its practice was en{'oined on all the Lodges under
the Constitution of England; and all former Lectures
were abrogated, and pronounced obsolete.- =~ . -
“In this formula, the symbol of a point within a circle
was introduced for the first time; and it is a singular
faot, that although the original interpretation was simple
enough, yet several meanings were soon attached to it
by faneiful expositors, differing in reference, but agreein
in fact. And this diversity of opinion, as I shoulﬁ
conceive,” my compénion added, with some allusion to
my own individual judgment, * constitutes one of the
peculiar excellences of the Craft; for, however the defi-
.nition may have been amplified and extended, the results,
when the several arguments were wound up and applied,
pretty nearly corresponded with the original application
of Martin Clare. For whether the point be Time, ae
some think, and the circle Eternity, or whether the
former be an individual Mason circumscribed by the
circle of virtue, the result will be the same; for virtue
is boundless as universal space ; and as the body of man
may be acceunted a fit_representative of Time, so is his
soul of Eternity. In the same Lectures, the numbers 3,
5, and 7, were applied, in strict conformity with ancient
usage, to the Trinity, the Senses, and the Institution of a
Sabbath. - The Jewish Masons subsequently (for we had
no Hebrews amongst us at that period), repudiated this
primitive application, and substituted the following:—

9 « An Apology for the Free and Accepted Masons, occasioned by
their persecution in the Canton of Berne; with the present state of
Masonry in Germany, Italy, France, Flanders, and ﬁollmd- ByJ.
G., D.M.F.M.” Dublin, Patrick Odoroko, 1739.
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iThree rule a Lodge,—in allusion to the most sacred
ts of the Temple of Solomon; viz., the Porch, the
oly Place, and the Holy of Holies. Five hold a Lodge,
in reference to the sacred treasures of the Saactum Sanc-
tarum, viz., the Ark of Alliance, the Golden Censer, the
Sacred Roll, the Rod of Aaron, and the Pot of Manna.
Seven make a Lodge perfect, in allusion to the seven
.chief Degrees conferred by King Solomon, and to the
years employed in building the Temple.’

“At tge Grand Lodge, when Martin Clare was a)
pointed De{mty Grand Master, I recollect perfectly wlsi'
the Festival was celebrated in Haberdashers’ Hall, March
19, 1741, several old Masons being present, including
Past Grand Masters Payne, Desaguliers, the Earls of
Loudon and Darnley, and the Marquis of Caernarvon,
with a numerous train of noble and worthy Brothers,
and several distinguished foreign members of the Craft.
The twelve Stewards, and a great number of other Breth-
ren, in -their proper clothing, waited on the Earl of
Morton, Grand Master Elect, at his house in New Bond
Street ; and after being there entertained at breakfast, had.
a public %rocession to Haberdashers’ Hall, in carriages,
attended by three bands of music. At the Hall gate, the
Stewards received the cavalcade, and conducted the
Grand Officers through the Hall into an inner chamber,
the Deputy Grand Master car:riying the Grand Master's
Jewel. Here the Grand Lodge was opened, and our
friend Martin Clare was publicly comphimented by the
Grand Master, and also by Bros. Payne and Desaguliers,
the latter of whom moved a vote of thanks to him for
his new version of the Lectures, in which he pronounced
them to be a lively elucidation of the most ancient
method of working a Lodge. -

“The above ceremonial, and another of the same kind
in the following year, each of which was attended with
a sublic;d;;rocession' in coaches, originated a caricature
and broadside, which were published in ridicule of the
proceedings. The former was entitled, ‘ The solemn and
stately Procession of the Scald Miserable Masons, as it
wag martialed on Thursday, the 18th day of this instant
Alplil ;' and the latter was headed, ‘A geometrical view
of the Grand Procession of the Scald Miserable Masons,
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designed as they were drawn up over against Semerses
House in the Strand, on the 27th day of* April, 1742.%
And what sort of a procession do you think it was?
You shall hear. : .

“First came two Tylers, in yellow cockedes and live-
ried; then the Apprentices, armed with drawn swords to
keep off all-.cowans and listeners; after which came the
band of music, eonsisting of four cows’ horns, as many
tea~canisters, filled with broken glass, four shovels beaten
with brushes, two double-bass dripping-pans, a frying-

an, a salt-box, and a pair of tubs for kettle-drums.

ben followed six lean horses with funeral habiliments,
and the arms of Hiram Abiff, a brick waggon for a hearse,
on which was a bier of tubs covered:-with a chimney~
sweaeper’s. cloth, and on each side was a double rank of
Brethren, bearing escutcheons, and other funereal sym-
bols.!  After this came another band of music similar te
the above, the performers being mounted upon donkeys.
Then the Grand Swerd Bearers greceding the Grand
Master'? in a dust-cart, and followed by the Grand Offi-

- 10 A few additional passages in this amusing paper, which produeed
a great deal of uproarious mirth amongst the Fraternity at the time,
may not be unacceptable by way of note. It commenced with a
¢ Remonstrance of the Right Worshipful the Grand Master of the
Scald Miserable Masons, in which he claims a seniority over all other
societies, whether Grand Volgi, Gregorians, Hurlothrumbians, Ubi-

uarians, Hiccubites, Lumber Troopers, or Freemasons; and dis-
claims all relation or alliance whatsoever with the latter Society,
because, as he asserts, it would tend to the sacrifice of his own dig-
nity, the impeachment of his understanding, and the disgrace of
solemn mysteries.”

1 The entire description runs thus: * 8ix stately unfledged horses,
with funeral habiliments and caparisons, carrying escutcheons of the
arms of Hyram Abyff; viz., a Master’s Lodge, drawing, in & limping,
halting posture, with .solemn pomp, a superb open hearse, nine feet
long, four feet wide, and bhaving a clouded canopy, inches and feet
innumerable in perpendicular height, very nearly resembling a brick
waggon. In the midst, upon a throne of tubs raised for that pur-

e, lays the corpse in a coffin, cut out of one entire ruby ; but, for
ecency’s sake is covered with a chimney-sweeper’s stop cloth, at the
head a memorable sprig of cassia.. Around in mournful order placed,
the loving, weeping Brethren sit with their aprons—their gloves they
bave put in their pockets; at the top and at bottom, on eve:{ side,
and everywhere all round about, this open hearse is bestuck with
esoutc}uons and streamers, some bearing the arms, snd some his

13 «The equipage of the G. M.,” so runs the document, *being
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cers® in carts, each drawn by four donkeys; the proces-
sion closing with probationists and candidates. -

+ “This good-natured burlesque afforded the Craft much
amusement; but in the year 1745 it was followed by an
actual procession, got up by some unfaithful Brethren
who had -been disappointed in their expectations of the
bigh offices and honours of Masom{fy, and -had enlisted &
number of low characters and buffoons in a scheme to
exhibit a mockery of the public processions of the Craft.
But while these (rroceedmgs were a source of mirth t6
the gaping crowd, the Fraternity were disgusted, and
determined in future to confine their operations within
the limits of their own assembly; and the Grand Festi-
val itself was suspended for several years.

“At one of our.Lodges during the Mastership of
Martin Clare, a question was mooted res;i}acting the
meaning of the sixth Ancient Charge: ¢No private
piques, no guarrels about nations, families, religions, or

olitics, must be brought within the door of the Lodge’;
or, as Masons, we are of the oldest Catholic religion above
hinted;’ which refers to the following passage in the first
Charge: <In ancient times the Christian Masons were
charged to comply with the Christian usages of each
country, where they travelled or worked; but Masonry
being found in all nations, even of divers religions, they

neatly nasty, delicately squalid, and ificently ridiculous beyond
all huyma:’gunds'md co:qceivings. On Ee right the G. M. Pony,yv(r,inth
compasses for his Jewel, appendant to a blue ribbon round his neck. On
the left, his Excellency —— Jack, with a square hanging to a white
ribbon, as G. M. elect; the Hon. Nic. Baboon, Esq., gma W., with
his Jewel, being the Level, all of solid gold and blue ribbon; Mr.
Balaam von Asinam, J. G. W., with his Jewel, the Plum-Rule.”

13 « Attendants of honour. The G. Sw. B. carrying the Sword of
State. It is worth observing that this sword was sent as a present
by Ishmael Abiff, a relation in direct descent to poor old Hyram,

ing of the Saracens, to his Grace of Watlin, G. M. of the Holy
Lodge of 8t. John of Jerusalem in Clerkenwell, who stands upon, our
list of Grand Masters for the same year. The G. Sec. with- his in-
signia, &c. Tickets to be had for 3 megs a carcass to soran the
pannum boxes, at the Lodge in Brick Street, &c: NoTE.—No gen-
tlemen'’s coaches or whole garments are admitted in our procession or
at the feast.” Copies of the caricature have been published by Hone
in England, and Clavel in France; the former professing to have
taken his version from the original Broadside: and the latter from
the collection of Bro. Morison of Greenfield, but they differ in many
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are now only charged to adbere to that religion in which
all men agree.™ :

“ A Brother present opened the Book of Commeon
Prayér, which was always in the Lodge, and explained
the phrase, .oldest Catholic religion, by a reference to the
Te Deum composed in the 4th century by St. Ambrose—
*The Holy Church throughout all the world doth acknow~
ledge Thee ;> eoncluding that it must mean Christianity,
which was typified in the two earliest dispensations
known in the world, viz., those of the Patriarchs and the
Jews; when Martin Clare delivered his opinion in words
to the following effect: ‘I have had several long and
interesting conversations with Bros. Payne, Desaguliers,
and Anderson on this very subject: and it is evident
from their researches,.that the belief of our ancient
Brethren favoured the opinion that Masoury is essentially
Christian ; that it is indebted to Christianity for its
principles; that in all ages the English Fraternity con-
sisted exclusively of Christians; and that, therefore, the
religion in which all men agree was the Christian reli-
gion. The ancient Charges, which are now before us,
were extracted from old masonic records of Lodges, not
only in Great Britain, but in foreign countries; and at
the time when those records were originally compiled,
the religion in which all men agreed was the general re-
ligion of Christendom—of the Holy Church throughout
all the world, which, ds has justly een observed, the Te
Deum pronounces to be ‘Christianity. The most ancient
manuscript which passed through the hands of Bros.
D iers and Anderson during their researches, gives
a decided affirmation to this doctrine, as may be gathered
from the following passage :

Bysech hym of hys hye y

TZ ston{izgvevithyz;w ynyeve{'y m,

To conferme the statutes of kynge Adelston,
That he ordeynt to thys Craft by good reson,
Pray we now to God almyght,

Am{ to hys swete moder Mary (;b:{ght,

That we mowe kepe these artyoulus here,
And t;hese poznm wc:l al y-fe.te.

And as thou were of a mayd y-| y
Bofre me never to be y-lore;

4 See the Ancient Charges in ‘‘ Anderson’s Const.” Ed. 1738,
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But when y schal hennus wende, . .
Grante me the blysse withoute ende ; !
Amen! amen! so mot hyt be.

This manuscript is supposed to have been compiled in
the time of Athelstan, and I should, therefore, conceive
its authority to be decisive.’ '

“In the above-mentioned year I had passed to a new
Master and a new Lodge; and the first conversation I
heard was on the subject of a pretended revelation of
Martin Clare’s revised lectures and ceremonies, in a
book called ¢ The Testament of a Mason ;' where it was
feigned that the formula had been found amongst the
papers of a deceased Brother high in office, and, conse-
quently, might fairly be presumed to contain the real
secrets of the Order. The question was asked, Who is
the author? and it was subsequently traced to one of
the unfaithful Brothers who had been disappointed
in his expeetations of being nominated to a Grand
Office.

« Dniring the same year, if my memory be faithful, a
Brother was introduced into our Lodge, wlose name was
Coustos. He was a foreigner, and not wanting in
assurance. A great sensation, however, was created,
when he exhibited some scars which betokened very
severe wounds, that had been jnflicted, as he affirmed, by
torture in the Inquisition, at Lisbon, to extort from him
the secrets of Freemasonry. It appeared, by his own
account, that he had resisted both persuasion and force ;
and that his final escape out of their hands was owing to
the interposition of the British Consul. Subscriptions
were entered into in order to enable the sufferer to pub-
lish his account of the whole affair, which accordingly
came out in the following year, and put a considemgle
sum of money into his pocket.”*®

1 « The Testament of a Freemason; ou, le Testament de Chevalier
Graaf.” Brussels, 1745. -

16 « The sufferings of John Coustos for Freemasonry. and for re-
fusing to turn Roman Catholic, in the Inquisition at Lisbon.” London,
1746. Bode, 1779. Birmingham, 1790. Haull, 181¢. London,
Spencer, 1847.




CHAPTER IV.

THE SCHISM.—DR. MANNINGHAM.

1747-1760.

¢ She teacheth Temperance and Prudence, Justioe and Fortitude,
which are such things as men can have nothing more profitable in
their life.”—SoLOMON. -
# Thys booke is not for every rude and unconnynge man to see,
but to clerkys and very gentylmen that understands gentylnes and
scyence.”’—CAXTON. ) :

¢ Conscia mens recti fams mendacia ridet."—Ovm.

“I mave been thinking, sir,” the Square continued,
‘how very extraordinary it is that the French Masons,
as intelligence was brought over to this country from
time to time, should have been so blind to the truth, or
8o ignorant of the legitimate principles of our divine
Order, as to have instituted infidel societies in many of
their chief cities, and invested them with the name of
Masonry; for such were the various Elus or Elected
Masons, as they styled themselves, which about this
time were springing up, like noxious weeds, all over the
continent of Europe. But it is still more strange that
any of the English Fraternity should have been so indis-
creet as to have admitted their claims to brotherhood.
In the year 1747, one of our members prodiuced in the
Lodge a pamphlet which had just made its appearance
in London, as a translation from the French, professing
to reveal the veritable secrets of the Order,! by describing
the revised Lectures and ceremonies; and was, in fact,
a catchpenny publication, written to pander to the mor-
bid appetites of the eurious, who are ever in search of
the means of procuring illegitimate and doubtful intelli-

1 «1,Adepte Magon, or the true secret of the Freemasons.” Lon-
don, 1747. = '
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ce respecting the mysteries of Freemasonry, when
the end might be obtained in a more satisfactory manmer
by the honourable process of initiation. No notice,
however, was taken of it, and I passed quietly through
two or three hands, of whom I have nothing particular
to say, till I was placed on the breast of Dr. Manning-
ham, Deputy Grand Master, a London physician of great
eminence, who proved a very active Master of the Lodge,
and under his rule we rapidly increased in numbers and
respectability. )

“ This worthy Brother had already distinguished him-
self as a Mason, and established a powerful influence
amongst the Fraternity ; and about this time he cop-
tributed, by his able and judicious conduct, to restore
harmony to the Craft, which had suffered considerably
from the apathy of Lord gfron, the Grand Master, who,
for four years together, had neither held a.Grand Lodge
nor nominated a successor. The Fraternity being thus
neglected, several old Masons, with Past Grand Master
Payne at their head, held a private meeting to consult
on the safest and most legitimate method of proceeding
in the present emergency. Bro. Payne groposed that a
public meeting of the Brethren should be called, b
advertisement, to deliberate on the propriety of proceed-
ing to the election of a new Grand Master. He admitted
that it was a strong measure, but thought that the exi-
gency of the case would justify it. Dr. Manningham,

eing present, observed that he was afraid it would be
a’breach of masonic law ; and if not, it might tend to
introduce a party spirit amongst the Brethren, which is
always more easily evoked than subdued. He promised,
however, to communicate with the Grand Master on the
subject, and assured them that a Grand Lodge should be
convened at the usual time of the year, and a successor
elected conformably to ancient practice. With this
promise G. M. Payne professed himself to be content;
.and thus the breach was healed by a judicious application
of the laws and g‘l'inciples of Masonry.

“Dr. Manningham was a bon vivant, a8, indeed, all men
were who had any pretensions to meve in good society.
He would have lost caste if he had been otherwise; for
the only alternative a gentleman had in these days, at a
dinner or tavern party, was to get drunk, or give mortal
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effence to his entertaimer? On this principle, the sup-
g‘;rs after Lodge hours were devoted to social enjoyment.

‘he song, the toast, and' the racy jest went .round mer-
rily ; and often, to say the truth, the Brethren exceeded
the bounds of moderation. And it is scarcely to be won-
dered at, when conviviality was so fashionagle amongst
the higher classes of society. It was eonsidered a mark
of distinction to be called a three-bottle man, and a dis-
grace to retire from the dinner-table sober. I have seen
a great deal of it amongst Masons, and have heard man
anecdotes of the same vice in men eminently gifted wit
great and’ commranding $alents.* There was some truth
in Hogarth’s representation of the Free' and Accepted
Masons in his picture of- ¢ Night,” where the Master of a
Lodge, Sir Thomas Veil, appears in a state of intoxica-
tion, and with a broken head. This picture was much
tdlked about, and, although it was considered a libel on
the Fraternity, it was a representaiiion founded on unde-
niable facts. : , o

‘* Notwithstanding these circumstances, there existed
a high tone of morality amongst the Masons of that

eriod. ‘I should like to be made a Mason,’ said a

iend of Dr. Manningham to him one day. He wasa

3 A sermon was preached by Robert Harris, of Trinity Coll,eg:.u,
Oxford, dedicated to the Justices of the Peace in Oxfordshire, who
were notoriously hard drinkers, in which he says, * In drinking there
is art, and in the world it is become a great profession, regulated by
laws and ceremonies. There is drinking by the foot, by the yard, by
the dozen, by the score ; for a wager, for victory, man against man,
house against house, town against town, and how not 1"

3 « Qir Richard Steele spent half his time in a tavern. In fact, he
may be said to have measured time by the bottle ; for it is on record
‘thab, being sent for by his wife, he returned for answer, that he would
be with hqr in half & bottle. The like may be said of that tﬁxl-eat
genius Savage the poet; and even Addison was dull and prosy tll he
was three dlx"unk.‘ It is also recorded of Pitt, but I cannot
veuch for the truth of it, that two bottles of ngort wine per diem were
his usual allowance ; and that it was to this alone he was indebted for
the almost superhuman labour he went through during his short, but
actively-employed life. His friend and colleague, Harry Dundas,
the ancestor of Earl Zetland; went the same lengths. Sheridan. lat-
terly, without wine, was & driveller. He saorificed to it talents such
as no man I ever heard or read of possessed; for no subject ap-
peared to be beyond his reach. The léarned Porson was a drung-

731’11)(1 8o was Robert Burns the poet.”’—(Fraser’s Mag., vol. xi.,
p. 730.
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city tradesman. ‘I think it would be of service to my
trade.” ¢Is that your sole motive?’ asked the doctor.
‘Yes. ¢Then,’ he replied, ‘I would advise you to re-
consider the matter, and relinquish all idea o(y becoming
a Brother of the Craft, for 1 shall think it my duty te
inform the Brethren what your motive is, and you are
certain to be rejected.’

¢« We heard, about this time, that certain Jews were
implicated in the.unauthorised innovations of our conti-
nental Brethren, if, indeed, they were not the chief movers
of them, as was asserted by some authorities;* and it was
the first notice we ever received of the descendants of
Abrabham being admitted to a participation in our
Christian privileges. From their success in procuring
initiation into the surreptitious Masonry of the continent,?
the English Jews soon became successful candidates for
admission into our symbolical Order; for it was justl
contended that, as Jews were not excluded from s.ttemz
ing Christian churches, it would be impolitic and uncha-~
ritable to close a Christian Ledge against them. From
that period they have been received into Masopry as
members of an universal Order, whose principles, like
those of the Christian religion, are destined to cover the
earth as the waters cover the sea.

« Rumours now arose, whence originating no one could
discover, that Freemasonry was exclusively a Jewish
institution ; and the proposition formed a prolific subject
of discussion umongst us. At length an eminent Jew
offered himself as a candidate for initiation in our Lodge ;
and being a resutable and intelligent man, he was, of
course, accepted; and then we discovered the grounds
on which the arguments for the Jewish origin and appli-
cation of Masonry were based. One evening, in a nunier-

# About this time, the Council of Emperors of the East and West,
at Paris, granted a patent to a Jew, named Stephen Morin, deputing
him a Grand Inspector-General for the purpose of propagating the
hauts grades *in other countries beyond the seas;'’ meaning in the
New World. (Thory, Act. Lat., tom. i., 78.)

& We have the evidence of Thory (Acta Lat., tom. i., 78), that at
this period France abounded.in Lodges, with surreptitious Constitu-
tions, false titles, Charters antedated, and delivered by pretended
authorities ; being not unfrequently fabricated by the Lodges them=
sclves; and even constituting Mother Lodges and Chapters without
the slightest legal sanotion. 2 )




" THE REVELATIONS OF A SQUARE. 83

ous' Lodge, Dr. Mamningham expatiated largely, in his
lectyre, on Faith, Hope,sand Charity, as virtueayeq'ually
of Masonry and Christianity. When the lecture was
ended, our Hebrew. Brother -observed that, in his opinion,
Faith, Hepe, and Charity had no existence in ancient
Masonry. He contended that as Solomon built the Tem-
le. at Jerusalem, which forms the great allegory of the:
rder, and as he was the first and chief of the three
Grand Masters, it follows that Masonry must be a Jew-
ish establishment, and consequently inapplicable to the
re?i?zion. of virtues which are peculiar to any sectarian
religion. ~
4 Dr. Manningham admitted that the argument was
specious, and might bhave the effect of convincing some
few superficial Brethren, but it was not seund; for, he
observed, if Masonry be Jewish, it is not only sectarian,
but-of the most exclusive character; for Palestine was
but a flower-garden compared to the rest of the world,
and its lation a8 to numbers perfectly insignificant.
And if Solomon’s Grand’ Mastership be esteemed of any
importance in the decision of this question, it will be
found an unfortunate argument, for the weight of evi-
denoe is decidedly against it. It is- true that Solomon
was & Jew, but his two colleagues were heathens, wor-
shippers of Hercules and :Astarte, and addicted to the
practice of the spurious Freemesonry of Tammuz ; and,
therefore, if this reasoning be of any value, it will tend
to prove that Freemasonry is a heathen rather than.a
Jewish ipstitution, because. Paganism furuisked two out
of three chief rulers in Masoury. : T
«¢But,’ Dr. Manningham continued, ‘although Solo-
mon was a Jew, and could speak of trees, from the
cedartree that is in Lebanon, even unto the hyssop that
springeth out of the wall ; and also of beasts, and of fowl,
and of creeping things, and of fishes, he was profoundly
ignorant of the science of architecture. He understood
natural history perfectly, but we do not find that he was
celebrated for a knowledge of Operative Masonry. And
if he was unacquainted with this sublime science, much
. less could any of his subjeets establish a claim to such
an excellent knowledge. fact, if he had -possessed, int
his own dominions, artists and workmen sufficiently
talented to h;ve erected a temple to the true God, he
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wouldnet have selicited the aid of foreigners and mhir-
pers of false deities. The ancient Jews were coufessedly
orant of Masoury, and, therefore, the two Hirams were
Itg:opemns principally engaged in the execution of this
great work. They collected together the scattered bands
of their countrymen, the Dienysines, from Egypt and
other countries, and, dividing them into three parties,
stationed one in the forest of Lebanon, another in the
stone quarries, and the third in the clayey ground
between Succoth and Zeredathah, while Solomon merely
furnished the superior and inferior labourers for the work,
under the direction of Prince Adonhiram. I ecannot
understand, therefore, how the above argument can be
urged with any degree of confidence in faveur of the
hypothesis that Freemasonry is a Jewish institution.’

“ Qur Hebrew Brother was too tenacious of the truth
of his argument to abandon it without an effort, and he
triumphgntly contended that as the Tabernacle and
Temple, with their appendages, are constituent and in-
dispensable objects of illustration in the system of Free-
masox:iry, ite Levitical origin is thereby unequivocally.

roved. -
P Dr. Manningham denied the premises, on the greund
that the ot;pg}ication of these religious edifices in the
lectures agonry is merely symbolical of a better
and more perfect dispensation. ¢In a word,” he con-
tinued, ¢ if nry be universal, it can only be applied
, to a universal religion which, Judaism confessedly 1s not.
And, therefore, it follows, that, if there be a religion
which, in God’s good time, shall embrace all mankind,
and bring them into one fold under one shepherd, that is
the religion in which all men will ultimately agree. It
is a consummation to which every true Mason looks for-
ward with delight, as a season when a universal religion
shall cement alf mankind in the bonds of a universal Bro-
therhood; when the deve shall hold out the olive-branch
of {lewe to all the kindreds of the earth; when swords
shall be beat into ploughshares ; wher nation shall not
rise against nation, neither shall there be war any more.
This completion of the everlasting design of the Most

High will render masonic secrecy unnecessary, and
Christ shall be all in all.’ . y

“The Jew persisted that, in applying Masonry to
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Christisnity; we placed’ ourselves in a worse situation
than in admitting its Jewish tendency, because its uni~
versality was thus destroyed by the adoption of a prin-
ciple exelusively sectarian. : - :

“¢What,’ Dr. Manningham replied, ¢ sectarian to assi-
milate a universal system to a universal religion?’

“<But I deny,” said the Jew, ¢ that Christianity is a
universal religion. I believe that Judaism is the only
trae way of worshipping God, and that it will ultimately
pxevail over all others. S S

¢ Dr. Mannin - here referred to the book of Common
Prayer, which always lay on the table, and read from the
seventh article as follows: ¢ The Old Testament is not
contrary to the New ; for in both everlasting life is offer-
ed to mankind by Cbrist, who is the only mediator
between God and Man ; and the law given from God by
Moses, as touching ceremonies and rites, does not bind
Christian men.’ He admitted .that it may be perfectly
consistentin a Jew to apply Masonry to the requirements
of his own religion; but, ke said, it was impossible for
the Christian to copy his example. And fer this plain
reason. If he be firmly persuaded that Christianity is s
uuiversal religion, which he must be if he believes the
Gospel .to be true, he cannot, without  inconsistency,
affirm, that by making Masonry a Christian institution, its
universality 18 effected. If, on the :contrary, he really
thinks that Freemasoury is a Jewish institution, he must
necessarily believe in the etermity of Judaism, and is, of
course, a doubtful Christian, because St. Paul affirms that
the Levitical institutions were abolished by the mission
of Jesus Christ. , : o

- ¢« <But,’ said the Jew, reserving his strongest argument
to the last,  What can the repeated references in Free-
masonry to the Great Creator of the Universe, JEsovan,
the. Tetragrammaton of the Jews, mean, if they do not
point out the Jewish origin of Masonry?’ S

¢ ¢ These references,” Dr. Manningham replied, *are

décisive of the question at issue. T.G.A,O.T.U.is an
undoubted landmark of ancienf Masonry, acknowledged
at the revival in 1717, and explained in the authorized
lectures to mean, Hium that was placed on the topmost pinna-
cle of the Temple : and it is not possible by. any process of
reasoning to apply it otherwise than to Christ, without
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questioning the truth. of Sacred Writ; . for ne- other
person that the world ever saw had been placed in that-
position. It follows, therefore, that tbe founder of Christi-
anity constitutes an authentic and unalterable landmark
of ancient Masonry. Read,’ continued the Master, ¢ read
the fundamental principles of the Order,.as recorded in
a manuseript in the Royal Library, said to have been
originally written in the tenth. century, of which I heve
here a copy.' And he produced the transcript, from
which he read the following passage, amidst a variety of
directions to the Craft, all to the same purport:—

« Into the churche when thou dost gon,

Pnlleumth herte to Crist, anon!
n thowloke uppe then;

And knele down fayre on botge thy knen;
Then pray to hym so hyr to worche,
After Sxo lawe of holy churche,

" For to kepe the commandmentes ten,
That God gaf to alle men; '
Axd pray to him with mylde steven
To kepe the from the synnes seven.

« ¢<Such were the landmarks of Masonry iu the time
of Athelstan,” Dr. Manningham concluded, ¢ when the
first English Grand Lodge was established at York, and
they are unalterable, and continue the same yesterday,

ay, and for ever.’ :

“The Jew was silenced, but not convinced.

* You see, sir,” my strange instructor proceeded, * that
this point was argued dogmatically by our intelligent
Master ; and he had an undoubted right to do so, for he
was not only the representative of wispom, but had also
the advantages of study and experience. The subject
was repeatedly discussed in cur Lodges, and I have heard
the opinions of every Mason during the eighteenth cen-

who held any authority in the Craft, and they all

agreed in the above interpretation of the connection be~

tween Freemasonry and the religion in which all men
ee.

“ During the Mastership of Dr. Manningham, the great

un of the opponents of Masonry, 'called Jachin and

‘Boaz, made its appearancé,® and passed through numer-

® ¢ Jachin and Boaz, or-an authentic key to the door of Freema-
sonry, both ancient and modern. not only for the instruo-
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ous editions. Its success stimulated other speculators to
follow in the same track, and spurious rituals flooded the
community like an inundation.” The number of com-
petitors in the field served to neutralize each other’s cldim
on public credence. They differed on many material
ints, and, therefore, the conclusion to which the pub-
ic very naturally came was, that if any one of them was
trae, all the rest must necessarily be false, and as mone
knew whether any, or which, was the real Simon Pure,
it folowed ' that all might be fabrications to im on
the eredulous reader absurd eeremonials and fiotitious
secrets, for the base purpose of putting a few poundsinto
their own pocketa, . '

“ This was the argament used by Dr. Manningham to
induce the Brethren to treat these furtive attempts with
silent neglect.- ‘I should like to know,” he said one
evening, when the matter was under consideration in the
Lodge, ‘I should like to know the real object of those
who read these compilations. If they were really desi-
rous of becoming acquainted with the secrets of Masonry,
our Lodges are at hand; no man of eharacter and purity
of motive is refused ; and, by initiation, he will become
legitimately acquainted with the design and character of
the Order. At all events, no one Posaessed of a rational
judgment can safely rely on the information communi-
cated by these unauthorized publications. ‘Those who
are merely desirous of enjoying a laugh at the dignified
proceedings of a venerable Institution, will find their
purpose sufficiently answered by a perusal of these pre-

tion of every new made Mason, but- also for the information of all who
intend to become Brethren.” London, 1750. Fifth edition, London,
Niocol, 1764. Other new editions by the same printer in 1776, 1777,
1779, 1788, 1791, 1794, 1797. New York: Berry, Rogers, and Ber-
ry, 1793. Londen, Newbury, 1800. The 21st l:éﬁon, London, De=
wick, 1805 ; and other editions were printed in London in 1811, 1812,
1814, and 1825. :

‘7 The following works were published almost simultaneously : ‘Le
Magon démasqué, ou le vrai secret des F'. M. mis an jour dans toutes
ses parties avec sincérité et sans déguisement.” London, 1751;
Berlin, 1757 ; Frankfort and Leipsig, 1786. ¢‘The Thinket upon
Freemasonry ;” * TheGhost of Masonry ;" ¢ The Mason’s Creed ;’*
«The Point of & Mason, formed out of his own materials ;” and “A
Piscovery of the Secrets of Masonry,” published in the ¢ Scots
sine” for 1755, and repeated in the ¢ Magasine,” for
tober, 1757. - .
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tended revelationss® gltheugh we are justified in entering
our protest against the exhibition of such a vitiated taste,
and leaving them to luxuriate in the mire of their own
rurient errors.’
«ACharge was delivered about this time at Grravesend,’

in which the subject of Masonic revelations was examin-.

ed. But Dr. Manningham adopted a more effectual
method of neutralizing these absurd attempts to imposs
on the public, and disturb the harmony of the Craft. In
his eapacity of Deputy Grand Master,-he visited the
- Lodges in every part of London and its suburbs, or where+
ever olse his presence was thought neceseary, correcting
errors, settling disputes, redressing what was anriss in
the execution of the laws, repressing irregularities, and
offering for the consideration of the Bret! the moat
prudent advice, alike for their future observamce, and
conducive to their lasting advantage. And the whole of
his proceedings were - characterized by such a display of
eandour and -affability, as advanced his popularity to the
highest pitch, and greatly endeared him to the Frater-
nity at large. : - :
¢ The satires of Dean Swift on Freemasonry are the most enter-
taining, and the most harmiless. I have already alluded to them in &
previous chapter (p.21), and the following extract from the eelebra-
ted * Tripos,” s W to have been delivered at a commencament
in the University of Dublin, will be found amusing. It was lately
ordered that; for the honour and’ dignity of the University, there
should be introduced a society of Freemasons consisting of gentle-
men, meckmnics, porters, parsons, ragmen, huoksters, bailiffs, divines,
tuckers, knights, thatchers, coblers, poets, justices, drawers, beggars,
‘aldermen, paviours, skulls, freshmen, bachelors, scavengers, masters,
sow-gelders, doctors, ditohers, pimps, lords, butchers, and tailors,
who shall bind themselves by an oath never to discover their mighty
no-secret ; and to relieve whatsoever strolling distressed Brethren any
meet with, after the example of the Fraternity of Freemasons in and
about Tﬂm;y College, by whom é collection was lately made for, and
the purse of charity well stuffed for a reduced Brother. Tam liberg
potitus contributione, frater scoundrellus sarcinulas suas discessurus
oolligit, et vultu hilari, ori solito guadrangnlnm transit, &o., &c.;
h dolor, inter partes an nobiliores, au posteriores nescio privatum
itatis notavit signum (Anglice, the Freemason’s mark). Quo
viso, Dii boni, quanto clamore fotam infecit domum. Ter et smpius
pulsavit pectus, exsangues dilaniavit genas, et ehen nimivm dilace-
ratas dilaceravit vestes. Tandem vero paulo modestius insaniens,
odi versiculus ridicnlum effadi dolorem.”
“C delivered to the Brethren assembled at Gravesend on
* the 20th of June, being their first meeting after the Constitution of
their Lodge.” London, 1751. '
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- “These visitations had become absolmtely necessary
for the purpose of discountenancing some gross impro-
prieties whieh, at this period, were practised with im-

unity. Some unworthy Brethren, who had beenexcluded

m their Lodges for transgressing the general laws of
Masonry, endeavoured to convince the public that they
were good and worthy. Brothers, by opening surreptitious
Lodges, and making Masons, as if they had official autho-
rity. from the -G. Lodge at York for such a prostitutien
of masonic privileges. These innovations, as might be
expected, produced the most disastrous results, and were
the commencement of that unhappy schism which di-
vided the Society into two sections for more than half
a century. .

. “ At this period we had no authorized form of prayer
to be used at initiations, which led to some slight irregn-
larities since the admission of Jewish Brethren. Each
Master of a Lodge had been left to his own discretion in
this particular, although the general praetice was, to
select an appropriate form from the Liturgy of the Church.
Dr. Manningham saw the evil, and determined to apply
a remedy. He consulted with Dr. Anderson-on the sub-
ject, and together they drew up.a prayer for that parti-
cular ceremony, which was submitted to the Grand Lodge
for its sanction ; and that being obtained, Dr. Manning-
ham introduced it in person to the metrogolitan ‘Lodges,
by whom it was gratefully received. F¥rom thence it
spread into the provinces, and was generally adopted
throughout the kingdom.* - , ‘

10 This prayer continued in use till the time of Preston, who altered,
without improving it. It was printed in the ‘' Freemasons’ Pocket
Companion,” and other ‘masonio (gublioationp. 1 subjoin the form:
““Most Holy and Glorious Lord God, thou Architect of heaven and
earth, who art the giver of all good gifts and graces; and hath pro-
mised that where two or three are gathered together in thy name, thou
wilt be'in the midst of them ; in thy Name we assemble and meet to-
gether, most humbly beseeching thee to bless us in all our undertak-
mgs : to give us thy Holy Spirit, to enlighten oyr minds with wisdom
and understanding ; that we may know and serve thee aright, that all
our doings may tend to thy glory and the salvation of oursouls. And
we beseech thee, O Lord God, to bless this our present undertaking,
and to grant that this our Brother may dedicate his life to thy ser-
vice, and be a true and faithful Brother amongst us. Endue him with
Divine wisdom, that he may, with the secrets of Masonry, be able to
unfold the mysteries of godliness and Christianity. This we humbly
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“In eontravention of the pretended revelations of
masonic secrets, it was asserted by an intelligent Brother
that he was able, with a few masonic implements—that
is, two squares and a common gavel—to convey any
word or sentence to a skilful and intelligent Freemason,
without speaking, writing, or noise, and that at any

iven distance, where the parties can see each other, and
able to distinguish squares from circles.! And another
Brother, to the same effect, said, ‘If a Christian, Jew,
Turk, or Brahmin should meet together, and if they are
Masons, they will no sooner tread upon the Level, than
its magical and secret spring throws up a Pergendicnlar,
and they are instantaneously found upon the Square;
and these men, although ignorant of each other’s lan-
guage, will communicate thetr thoughts intelligibly, with
no other assistance than the three Grand Pillars of hearing,
seeing, and feeling,’ And they challenged any charlatan
who pretended to reveal the secrets of Freemasonry, to
show by what process this was effected.

“The Craft, as you are well aware,” continued my
garrulous companion, ¢ was now divided into two sec-
tions, a schism having taken place iu the Order, in conse-
quence of a few suspensions and expulsions for irregu-
larities ; and a hostile Grand Lodge was established in
London, which charged the Constitutional Grand Lodge
with being a self-constituted assembly, defective in num-
bers, form, and capacit{, and stigmatized its members
with the offensive appellation of modern Masons.’? This
caused some little sensation, and produced two or three
anonymous works in 17562-4."

“At the Grand Lodge, 29th November, 1754, Dr.
Manningham brought the subject forward, and made a
formal complaint that certain Brethren had associated
themselves together. under the denomination of ancient
Masons, and ﬁéclared themselves independent of the
Grand Lodge, refusing obedience to its laws, and repu-
diating the authority of the Grand Master. He said that
some notice ought to be taken of these proceedings, for

beg, in the name and for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord and

%&:ig;ra,‘Amen.”—See the original in * Scott’s Pocket Companion.”
u « Ahimen Reson.” Ed. 1813, p. xil. 1 Soe Thid. p. viil.
u A Masonio Creed, with & curious Letter by Mr. Locke. 1754.
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the purpose of discouraging such irregular meetings, not
onlypbecause they were gontmry to the laws g::l an
insult to the Grand Master, but also as they tended to
introduce into the system of Masonry novelties and
coneeits inconsistent with .its true principles, thus fn-
sinuating that there had been other societies of Masens
of a different nature to our own ancient and honourable
Order. C : :

“The question being put, that .this new society was
an innevatien on the ancient system of Masoury, it was
earried in the affirmative, with only one dissentient voiee,
Dr. Manningham then moved, that the consideration of
the irregular Xroceedings of the offending Brethren might
be postgone till the next Quarterly Communication,
hoping that a thorough sense of their misconduct, and a
determination not to persist in it, would, in the mean-
time, manifest itself, and reconcile them to the Grand
Lodge ; which was unanimously agreed to. . .

“.? was fortunate enough to be present at these discus-
sions, and therefore have no hesitation in communicati
them to you as anquestionable facts. Now it so happen
that some of the Brethren of the Lodge No. 84, meeting
at the Ben Jonson’s head, Spitalfields, had been on the
continent, and had brought ftom thence the rituals of
the Ecossais, the Elu, and Ramsay’s Royal Arch, which
they practised secretly eévery third Lod%? night, under
the designation of ancient Masonry. his was soon
whispered abroad, and Dr. Manningham, with a few
other Brethren, in.the course of their visitations, ealled
at the Lodge on one of its peculiar nights, and were
refused admittance. This produced a complaint at the
next Grand Lodge; and, in addition to a severe vote of
censure on the members of the Ben Jonson’s Lodge, it
was commanded that any Brother of the Order should be
eligible for admission into that Lodge as a visitor on any.
of 1ts regular nights. . ‘

“The offending members affected to eonsider this
order a species of oppression to which they were not
mclined to submit, ang they drew up and published a
Manifesto,' in which they accused the Grand e. of
partiality, innovation, and devidtion from ancient Land-

1 « Manifest-and Mason's Creed.” Londen, 1735.
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marks, and publicly renouneed their allegiance to it.
Beveral passages from this book were read in Grand
Lodge, and I remember one paragraph from the Preface
_particularly ; it was as folows: ¢ Whereas the genuine

it of Masonry seems to be 80 greatly on the décline,
that the Craft is in imminent danger from false Brethren:
and wheréas'its very fundamentals have of late been
attacked, and a revolution from its ancient principles;
etc., it has been thought necessary, by certain persons
who have the welfare of the Craft at heart, to publish
the following little pamphlet, by means .of which it is
hoped the ignorant may be instructed, the lukewarm
inspirited, and the irregular reformed.’ .

“ Rather a bold beginning, was it not?

* How far this ill-judged pamphlet produced these
effects it will not be difficult to pronounce; and in the
Ledge I heard but one opinion of it. Certain it is that
the Grand Lodge, on St. John the Baptist’s day, 1756,
passed unanimously the following resolution: ¢ Ordered,
that the Brethren complained of at the last Quarterly
Communication, persisting.in their disobedience to the
determination of the Grand Lodge, tleir Lodge, No. 94,
held at the Ben Jonson’s Head, Pelham street, Spital-
fields, be erased from the Book of Lodsés, and that such
of the Brethren thereof who shall continue those irregu-
lar meetings be not admitted as visitors in any Log;e
whatever.’ :

“ These decisive and vigorous proceedings,” said the
8quare, “increased the schism, and appeared to render
a reunion impracticable. And, indeed, the refractory
Brethren understood it to be so, for they immediatel
took measures for the permanency of therr new brancg
of the Order, by constituting a Grand Lodge, and issuing
warrants for private Lodges, and thus commenced the
practice of a species of Magonrf unknown in former
timea. They instituted a novel degree, which they
called the Royal Arch, compounded out of a portion of
the third degree, and from various continental innova-
tions, which gave them a vast advantage in the minds of
curious and unthinking persons, over the pure ancient
system practised by the old Grand Lodge, inasmuch as
it held out the prospect of superior information, and a

greater insighi.into tire design of ancient Freemasonry.
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There are some reasons, however, for believing that this
schism was beneficial, rather than otherwise, to the cause
of genuine Freemasonry. Indeed, this was the opinion of
Dr. Hemming, and he publicly asserted, at the reunion
of the two Grand Lodges in 1813, that it had dome a
great deal of good, by introducing ‘a spirit of inquiry
which proved favourable to its general interests. And
we do not find that its 350 or 400 Lodges had any effect
in reducing the members attached to the constitutional
Grand Lodge ; for they continued to increase by gradual
snd certain steps, and it maintained its rank, in the face
of every opposition, with becoming dignity. There ean
be no doubt but the prevalenice of schism on the conti-
nent of Eurepe laid the foundastion for this unnatural
division of English Masonry into two hostile partiess
but, as the dispute was conducted with moderation on
both sides, it seon subsided, and the two Grand Lodges
proceeded in their respective careers in peace, harmdny,
and brotherly love.!

18 See the * Historical Landmarks of Masonry,” vol. ii., p. 58; and
¢ First Letter to Dr. Crucefix,” by tl_le Author.

;-



CHAPTER V.

TESTS AND QUALIFICATIONS.
#NTIOK, HBSLETINE, CALCOTT, HUTCHINSON.

1760—1769.

« Magonrye beeth the skyle of Nature, thé uhderstondynge of the

- myghte that ys hereynne, and its sondre werkynges.”’—OLp Ma-

soNIc MS. .

+ 8he knowgth the subtilties of speeches, and can und dark:
sentences ; she forseeth signs and wonders, and the ev::t!:o of seasons .

and times."—SOLOMON.

*Some folks have with curious impertinence strove,
From Freemasons’ bosoms their secrets to move,
I'll tell'them in vain their endeavours must prove ;
Which nobody can deny.”
Masoxic Soxea.

« In revealing some of the peculiar practices of Masonry
in the eighteenth eentury, which, F am persuaded, are
not clearly understood,” continued the Master’s Jewel,
«] must caution you a?ainst‘confounding the pursuits of
labour with those of refreshment, for they were perfectly
distinct. Labour was an exclusive employment practised
by Masons alone, while the amusements which attended
the latter were common to many other convivial societies,
and were regulated in accordance with the customs of
the day. Grave business being closed, wit and %‘ood
humour reigned triumphant, and the Brethren indu ged
themselves with a zest and freedom which distinguished
no other community. Amongst Free and Accepted

Masons, harmony and brotherly love were alike cherished

and enforced ; and disputes and quarrels seldom deformed
the chaste enjoyments of the festive board. But I am
truly concerned to say that, in some of our Lodges,
Masonry was deformed by the uanatural attempt to

.
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blend these two divisions of masonic employment, which
were never intended to coalesce; and the fatal conse-
quences of such a course will too plainly appear by
sundry revelations which I shall €eel bound to make in
thebferiod now under considersation. .

“In the eighteenth century the Lodge expenses were
constructed on the'most economical scale. The initiation
fees ranged from one to two guineas, exclusive of the
registration fee; and the quarterages were from 2s.°6d.
to 6s., including suppers. Under these circamstances, ‘it
required the exercise of great ¢aution and discrimination
to prevent the introduction of impreper persons. And,
accordingly, we had a clanse ir our Bye-Laws—which,
indeed, was pretty gereral amongst the Fraternity—to
the following effect :—¢ And whereas the Craft hath suf-
fered greatly in its reputation and happiness by the
admission of low and inferior persons, ne ways fit to
beeome members: of our ancient and honourable Institu-
tion, whereby ‘men of -fank, quality, knewledge, and
education, are often deterred frem associating with their
Brethren at their public meetings : it is hoped that every
Brother who is &sired to propose any person will be
particularly careful that he is one in all respects suitable
to the Venerable Society he is to become a member of;;
one whose temper and 'Eposition may cement the har-
mony of the Lodge, and whose conduct and circum-
stances in life are such as may not tend to diminish the.
credit of it. .

“In the choice of a Master, it was. recommended in
the Bye-Laws that abilities should be preferred to seni-
ority or station in life; but this rule was not always
observed, and the Lodges occasionally fell into inefficient
hands, to the depreciation of their. character, and the
diminution of their numbers. In many Lodges: it was
the practice to elect the Master, Treasurer, gﬂcretary,
and Tyler, by ballot; nor did the former possess the
privilege of nominating any officer, except his senior

arden, lest he should possess an undue authority ever
the Brethren; and, therefore, the senior Warden appointed
his junior, and both were then invested by the ter.
Decorum was enforced by a rigid exaetion of fines,
which were .frequently direoted to.be paid in wine or
spirits, to be consimed then and there by the Brethren
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preseut.!. And as the Lodges were generally held at an
nn, or tavern, the landlerd, to whom the furniture
usually belonged, possessed considerable influence in the
Society, and was in a fposition to subject.the Brethren to
great Inconvenience if they presumed fo interfere in the
slightest degree with his views of profit or emolument.
From these causes, added te the nniversal license of the
times, they were induced to indulge in excesses which
transgressed the bounds of moderate conviviality,. and
brought discredit on the Order. This eqpulsory prac-
tice became at length so burdensome, that a clause was
infroduced into the Bye-Laws, by direction of the Grand
Lodge, that ‘no landlord or master of the house where a
"Lodge shall be held shall be permitted to have any other
share in the furniture and property of the Ledge than as
an individual member.’ By the genial operation of this
rule the above nuisance was considerably abated. -
“The period I have passed over ip the preceding
chapter produced several authentic publications on the
subject of Masonry, which were r in the Lodges for
the edification of the Brethren? The ‘Ahiman Rezon’

‘1Thus in an old minute book belonging to the Witham Lodge,
Lineoln, we find the following entries in the Bye-Laws :—* The Mas-
ter, if present, or his Wardens, in his absence, shall ly open
and close the Lodge at tlre appointed hours. Or if all of them hap-
pen to be absent, the member who was last Master, or for want of a
person who hath passed the Chair, the last Warden present is to de
the same, and during the Lodge hours shall promote the husiness of
the Craft; so that there may be one EXAMINATION, at least, gone
through on every Lodge nigit. ar the persons so neglecting shall
Jorfeit a bottle of wine, to be drank by the Brethren afler the Lodge s
clased, to make them some part amends. Not fewer than three leaves,
part of the Constitutions of the Fratemjity, shall be read immediatel‘y
efter opening the Lodge, on every Lodge nlgght, by the Master, his
Wardens, or their Official, or by some other Brother present by their
appointment, under the penalty of one .bottle of wine to be paid as
aforesaid. No Brother made in another Lodge shall be passed Mas-
ter in this Lodge under half a guipea, to be paid for the entertainment
of the Masters present.

$ These were—*¢ A Charge delivered at the King’s Amms, in Hels-
ton, Cornwall, on Tuesday, April 2tst, 1752, by Isaae Head.” “A
Search after Truth: a Sermon, delivered at Gloticester before the
Lodge, No. 95:” 1752. * A Pocket Companion, and History of
Freemasonry, containing its Origin, Progress, and Present State; the
Institution of the Grand Lodge of Scotland ; Isists of the Grand Mas-
ters and ether Offieers.of the Grand Lodges of 8cotland and England ;
an Abatract of theit Laws, Gonstitutigne, Customs, Charges, (rdets,
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was also published -for the use of the seceders, and was
adopted by the schismatieal Grand Lodge, as.its Book of
Constitutions.® At this period our Rev. Bro. Entick
engaged in. the landable design of eounteracting the
repeated attempts that had been made to throw Masonry
into confusion, and contributed several valuable additions
to masonic literature. He was, in his turn, the Master of
our Lodge, and I glittered on his breast for three conseou~
tive years. His habits were grave and sober; but he
was & good Master, and a fair disciplinarian, popular
amongst the Craft, an expositor-of Masonry in many
printed works, and at the same time he preserved his
status in the Grand. Lodge, which is more than Capt.
Smith, Preston, Whitnsy, and some other popular Breth-
ren, were fortunate enough to accomplish at a subsequent
period. He published two several editions of the Book
of Constitutions,* and preached many sermons on Frees

and Regulations, for the Instruction and Conduct of the Brethren.”
By Jonathan Scott. London: Baldwin, Davey, and Law, 1754¢
Second edition, 1759 ; Third edition, 1764. To this latter edition
were appended many other particulars for the use of the Society. .

3 ¢ Ahiman Rezon, or a Help to & Brother ; showing the Excellency
of Secrecy, and the First Cause or Motive of the Institution of Ma-

sonry, the Principles of the Craft, and the Benefits from a Strict Ob- .

servance thereof; also the Old and New Regulations. To which is
added, the greatest Collection of Masonic Soni‘.)” By Bro. Dermott.
London: Bedford, 1756; Second edition, London, 1764; Third
edition, London, Jones, 1778; Fifth edition, Dublin, 1780; Sixth
edition, by Bro. Harper, London, Burton, 1800; Seventh edition, Lon-
den, 1807 ; Eighth edition, London, 1813; Ninth edition, London,
Asperne, 18£. ¢The Mariland Ahiman Rezon; containing the
History of Masenry, &o.”’ Baltimore, 1799. Freemasons’ Li y
and General Ahiman Rezon.” By Samuel Cole, Baltimore, 1817.
¢ Ahiman Rezon abridged and digested.” By W. Smith, D.D. Phila-
delphia, 1783. ¢ Charges and Regulations of the Society of Free and
Accepted Masons; extrasted from Ahiman Rezon, under the sanction
of the -Prov. Grand Lodge of Halifax, in New Scotland.” Halifax,
1786. It was answered in a book called * A ‘Defenee of Masonry, as
practised in the Re, Lodges, both Foreign and Domestic, under
the Constitution of the English Grand Master. Imr whioh is contain-
ed a Refutation of Mr. Dermott’s absurd and ridiculous Account of
Preemasonry, in his -book entitled ¢ Ahiman Rezon,’ and the Several
Queries therein reflecting on the Regular -Masons considered and
answered.”” London, Flexney and Hood, 1765.
4 «The Constitutions of the Ancient and Honourable Fraternity of
Free and Accepted Masons; containing their History, Charges,
jons, &o. Collected and digested by order of the Graad
, from their Old Reeords. For the Use of the Lodges. By
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magonry, which cught to have been preserved, as they did
honeur both to his head and his heart.® I must eonfess
I had a great respect for Bro. Entick. He was an active
man, and a dear lover of Masonry; and I was exceeding-
ly sorry when fate, in the-shape of a vote of the Lodge,
w .me into other hands.

« After this I passed two years of severe probation, for
the Masters were inefficient, and the Brethren b to
_be very slack in their attendance; in fact, at the of
the year, our Lodge was Aors de combat. The latter of
these worthies was inordinately addicted to the prevailing
ocoavivialities of the age, and introduced amongst us the
exploded custom of drinking and. smoking in open Lodge,
an evil practice, destructive of all scientific investigatien.
I admit that he was not a solitary exception to the stand-
ing order, that, ‘no Brother do presume to eome into the
Lodge intoxicated, or on any account whatever to call for
wine or liquors in open Lodge, but to address himself to
the stewards or wardens, who, if they think it necessary,
will give their orders accordingly,’ for there were many
existing Lodges whose sole business appeared to be sensual
indulfence, but they were -carefully avoided by every sin-
cere friend of the Order. Many protests were entered
zgn‘inst the practice by the remainimg few discreet members
our Lodge without effect: the nuisance wasnot abated;
and eveu the leeture—when we had the good fortune fo
hear one—was delivered amidst volumes of smoke, which
rivalled in intensity the reeking impurities of a burning
prairie, and interrupted by frequent calls to the land-

James Anderson, D.D. Carefully revised, continued, and enlarged,
with many additions, by John Entick, M.A.”" London, Baldwin,
Davey, and Law, 1756, * The Constitutions, &c.” By J. Entick,
M.A. A new edition, with Alterations and Additions, by a Committee
appeinted by the Grand Lodge. London, Johnston, 1767. “Appen-
21717 €tio the Constitutions of the Society of Free and Accepted Masons.”

8 «* The Free.and Accepted Masor described, in a Sermon preached
at. St. Stephen, Walbrook, June 25, 1750, by John Entick, A.M."
London, ~3cott, 1750. ¢ The Free and Accepted Mason traly
stated.” Preached by J. Entick, from Acts xxviii,, 32 *“A True
Representation of Freemasonry; in a Lecture, delivered at the
King’s Head Lodge, in the Poultry, London, March 20, 1751, by J.
Entick, A.M.” ¢ A Caution to Free and Accepted Masons; a Ser-
mon o{rmhed at St. Mildred, in the Poultry, got. 26, 1753, by J.
Entick, AM.” London, Seett, 1752. - .
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loxd for beer and strong vaters, apd. the jingling of pets
and glasses! Forgetting the favete linguis of the old mys-
teries, the enjoyment of every Brother seemed to centrs
in himself alone; and this unhallowed triad of lecturing,
smoking, and drinking at one and the same time, bestrode
the Brethren like the old man of the sea on the neck of
Sinbad, and they possessed no means of liberation but by
dissolving their connection with the Lodge; and thus the
Institution was deprived of some of its most valuable
members. :

¢« This R. W. M., whose name, for various reasons, I
have 111,\ sely omitted to mention, as if determined to
give the Lodge its coup de grdce, introduced a contest for
superiority between the old and several young members,
who understood very imperfectly the true principles of
the Order, and entered warmly into the dispute for the
sake of excitement and mischief. The juniors were at
first always defeated in the numerous motions and sub-
jects of discussion which they nightly poured forth upon
the Lodge, with as little judgment as Sancho Panza
exhibited in the application of his proverbs; but being
encouraged by the Master, they succeeded in procuring
an accession to their numbers by the introduction of can-
didates for initiation, till, at length, the old members
were in & minority. The undisguised marks of triumph
which the juniors displayed, so disgusted their more
sedate Brethren, that they dropped off gradually, until
the Lodge was left to the sole management of the inju-
dicious Master, and his superficial associates. I need not
tell you the result. After the Kaaans of victory had sub-
sided, and the excitement of the contest was at an end,
these boon companions found Masonry but a dull affair,
and soon followed the example of those worthy Brethren
whom they had driven from the Lodge; by discontinuing
their attendance; until, at length, we received a sum-
mons, dated 17th October, 1776, and signed ‘Samuel
Spencer, Grand Secretary,’ requiring us, under the
nalty of erasure, to show cause, at the ensuing Quarterly
Communication, why the Lodge had not been represented
in Gtand Lodge for the last two years, and no subscrip-
tions paid. Fortunately, the remaining few members
who had faithfully adhered to the Lodge amidst' all its
flnctuations,—if net by actual attendance, at least by
: 6
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couti :i,:f on the books,—interfered, and by inviting an
sctive scientific member, Bro. James Heseltine, who
had served the office of Warden under Bro. Entick, to
take the chair, restored the peace and unanimity of the
“odge, :

«Many of the continental fancies and innovations, ex-
tracted from the Jewish Talmuds, and introduced into
their surreptitious Masonry, were much talked of in our
Lodges at this period; and some of them were absolutely
incorporated into our symbolical ritual, which was one
reason why an authorized mode of working was con-
sidered by'all genuine Masons to be essentially necessary.
The rage for something new in England, as formerly in
Athens, was not easily suppressed, and a knowledge of
these traditions was deemed ' indispensable for every
Brother who was ambitious of enjoying the reputation
of being an adept in Masonry. One of these traditions
you will like to hear, as it continued for a great length
of time a cherished figment amongst us. It refers to the
history of the Foundation Stone of Solomon’s Temple,
which was traced in the legend from Enoch through
Noah, Abraham, and Solomon, to the apostate Emperor
Julian by the following process. They described it as &
double cube, every side, except the e on which it
stood, being inscribed. The first face of the cube was
said to have been engraved by Noah with an instrument
of porphyry when the Ark was building; the second, by
Abraham, with tke horn of the ram—credat Judeeus!—
which ‘was substituted for his son on Mount Moriah! the
third, with a hyry tool by Moses; the fourth, by
Joshua; and the fifth by Hiram Abiff, before it was de-

gited in its final bed at the north-east angle of the

emple. Having been glaced by Enoch in the basement
of his subterranean edifice, it was discovered by Noah,
and used as an anchor to fix the Ark on Mount Ararat.
Abraham took it thence to Mount Moriah, where it con-
stituted the altar on which he offered Isaac. It formed
the pillow of Jacob when he saw his celestial vision of
the ladder, and accompanied him in all his wanderings.
He be1ueathed- it to Joseph in Egypt, who directed it
to be placed over his grave. Moses took it with him., at
the great deliverance, into the wilderness of Arabia. He
.atoos upon this.remarkable stone when the Red Sea was.
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divided, and when the Amalekites were .defeated ; knelt
oun it when the Tables of the Law were delivered on
Mount Sinai; and finally commended it to the care of
Joshua, who built his altar on it at Mount Ebal. It was
deposited in the Sanctuary at Shilo, until the Temple
was erected at Jerusalem, when Solomon directed it to
be placed in the foundation as the ehief corner-stone.
Here it remained undisturbed either by Zerubabel ‘or
Herod, as it was destined to defeat the insane attempt; of
Julian t6 rebuild the Temple, which it effected by de--
stroying his workmen through the agency of fire.®

‘“A similar fiction about the Rod of Moses was also
imported from the Continent, which was traced from the
Paradisiacal Tree of Knowledge;’ another about the
institution of Templary, which, as it was said, had its
origin in Egypt before the. Exodus;* that Moses -and
Aaron, having been initiated into its mysteries, brought
tt with them into Judea; that thence it passed through
the two St. Johns to the Crusades, &c.; and a fourth,
about the imaginary travels of Peleg, and the erection of
his triangular Temple.* We bhad another, which re-
counted the pseudo-history of Hiram Abiff; and many
gimilar ones, which it would be a waste of time to
mention. It may be necessary to add, that these fables
were not countenanced by any but some young and
inexperienced Brethren, who were ambitious of beinP
accounted cleverer and brighter Masons than their fel-

¢ These legends are equally apocryphal with those of the Scottish
fabulists about the same stone. They feign that, from the time of
Jacob, who used this stone for a pillow, it was preserved in Spain
till Gathol, king of the Scots, ruled over Gallicia, and that he tsed it
for a throne. That Simon Brech, another Scottish monarch, ahout
700 years before Christ, or about the time when Rome was built,
conveyed it into Ireland, where it remained for three or four centu-
ries before it was translated into Scotland. When.there, it was
installed in the Abbey of Scone, as a palladium, and enclosed in an
obken chair by king Kenneth, on which the following verse was en-

graven :— :

“Ni fallat fatum, Sooti quocunque locatum.
Invenient lapidem, re‘glmre“tgnmtur ibidem.”

This stone and chair were deposited in Westninster Abbey, A.D.
‘1296, where they still remain. Utrum horum mavis accipe! -

7 This legendy may be found in the Hist Landmarks, vel. ii,
¢ ¢ Ibid., vol. ii., p. 24. # Thid., vol. i., p. 8.
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lows. And you would have been astonished to see the
absurd airs of importance which the possessors of these
fabulous conceits assumed when the conversation of a
Lodge happened to turn upon the abstruse subject of
cabalistical acquirements.” . .

My tongue itched to inquire inte the particulars ef
the history of Hiram Abiff, and I had some diffieulty to
restrain my curiosity. My companion observed the
movement, and interpreted it correctly. ¢ You wish to
learn something of the reputed private history of this
eminent Freemason,” he sa?d; “but I am not quite sure
that I shall be able to gratify your curiosity, for conjec-
ture, after all, is no great.authority. You shall hear
some of the legends, however, if it will afford you any
satisfaction. Our continental Brethren identified Hiram
Abiff with Jesus Christ, and endeavoured to prove that
his history was an allegory of the Crucifixion. They
conténded that the word o meant, He that existed from
all eternity—T. G. A. O. T. U.—Christ;° and asserted
that in ancient times seven days was the legitimate -
interval between the- ceremony of raising a candidate,
and communicating to him the secrets of a Master
Mason, in allusion to the period of mourning for his
death, which, amongst the Jews, was seven days, as in
the recorded instance of the lamentations of Joseph for
his father Jacob ; and the same period intervened between
the resurrection of Christ and his public agpear’ance to
his disciples to remove the unbelief of Thomas. And
in recounting the history of Masonry, they feigned that
the art and mystery of the Order was first introduced at
the building of the tower of Babel; and from thence
handed down by Euclid, a worthy and excellent mathe-
matician of Egypt; that he.communicated it to Hiram
Abiff, under wKOm, at the building of the Temple of
Solomen, was an expert architect called Mannon Grecus,
who, travelling westward after the Temple was com-

leted, taught the art of Masonry to Carolus Marcel,

ing of France, from whence it was transplanted into

© The- in my anihority is thus stated : * When we divide
the word gmmm into two syllables ©w~v3 Hay-ram, the trans-
Iation of this word is, He who exists, &o., which explains the Maar
ter’s 8ign.” * :
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Eaglsud in the time of Athelstan, who commanded the
Brethren to assemble annually in the city of York!

“They further stated, that the Stylus with which
Hiram Abiff drew his plans and designs, and engraved
that mysterious diagram on the foundation-stone of the
Temple, which'is now known as the 47th Proposition
of Euclid, was found on his person at his raising, and
was ordered by Solomon to be placed in his monument.
I omit the fable of his marriage with the sister of Prince
Adoniram, his death, burial, monument, obelisk, with its
circles, squares, and columns, and Solomon’s bitter
mourning, together with the distraction and suicide of
his widow, because, I dare say, you are heartily sick of
this absurd jumble of truth and fiction, where Eunclid is
made contemporary with the dispersion from Shinar, and-
Hiram Abiff brother to the Carthaginian Hanno.

¢ Qur Brethren, however, amidst all their fondoess for
continental innovations and Jewish legends, were not so
ungallant to the softer sex as to introduce that graceless
illustration of the Valley of Jehoshaphat, or the holy
ground on which the Logge is placed, that was used by
the French Masons, viz., as ‘a place of peace, harmony,
and concord, where cock never crows, women neyer
brawl, nor lion ever roars.’”’4
. Here I was about to violate our compact by repudi-
ating the application of these puerilities to the Masons
of the present day, when my mentor hastily moved one
of his Embs forward, with an admonitory swagger, and
cried out, ‘“Hold! speak not, answer not; the sound of
the human voice will annihilate my colloquial- powers!
I acquit you of any participation in these fabulous inven-
tions. 'lyh were excusable a century ago, when the
. million could neither read nor write, and were obliged
to take on credit every vague assertion of those who had
the advantage of mental culture; and, therefore, you
need not wonder that in times when the fables of King
Arthur and his Raven, the Seven Champions, Mother
Shipton, and the Predictions of Nostrodamus and the
Double-thumbed Miller, were implicitly credited, there

1 The ladies of France amply revenged themselves by insti

& Froemasonry of their own, and ewery principal town in Frypoe
soon exhibited its Lodge of Adoption. 7 B "
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should be found many believers in the spuricus legends
of continental Masonry.* '

“I have taken the ltberty of digressin%)at this particu-
lar period,” continued the Square, ¢ because. I have
nothing favourable to reveal respecting the transactions
of our Lodge under an inefficient Master; but when I

sed to Brother Hesletine, our numbers were soon
recruited. It is true, masonic impostors and masonic
pretenders were numerous and active ; but our R. W. M.
was ever on the-alert, and knew all the vulnerable points
of the enemy’s position. Thus he was able, by a series
of judicious and well-timed exposures of the iniquity of
the one and the moral degradation of the other, to silence
the gainsayers, and put the scoffers to open shame. He
made them feel that men who are willing to prostitute
their time and talent for the questionable purpose of
gratifying a prurient curiosity, are open to the operation
of public opinion, which, when ri%htly directed, is sure
to cover them with confusion and disgrace.

“ Brother Hesletine was extremely anxious that the
Craft should enjoy the blessings of uniformity in disci-
pline and work. And to contribute to the accomplish-
ment of so desirable an end, he spared neither time nor
expense; and not only visited every London Lodge, but
made excursions to the most distant parts of the island.
Wherever he heard of a Lodge which was celebrated for
either the one or the other, that Lodge was certain of a

5 Amongst the continental Masons of this period, and I believe
also in the United, States, the following vocabulary was used:—
1. Initiated. 2. Passed. 3. Raised. 4. Mark Master, Congratu-
lated. 5. Past Master, Presided. 6. Most Excellent Master, Ac-
knowledged and Received. 7. Rozal Arch, Exalted-in a Chapter.
And further, an assembly of Knights Templars, was called an En-
campment ; of Knights of the Red Cross and Prince of Jerusalem, a
Council ; of Knights of the Christian Mark. a Conclave; of Illus-
trious Knights, a Grand Chapter; of Knights of the East and West,
a Grand Council; of the Grand Patriarch. Prince of Libanus, a
College; of Chief of the Tabernacle,.a Sovereign Council ; of Prince
of the Tab e, a Hierarchy; of Knights of the Brazen Serpent,
a Court of Sinai; of Prince of Merf;{, e Third Heaven; of -
reign Commander of the Temple at Jerusalem, a Court; of Kadosh,
Areopagus; of Princes of the Royal Secret, a Consistory; of Rose
Croiz, a Sovereign Chapter; of Grand Inguisitor Commander, s
Scc‘»’;ereign Tribunal; and of Sovereign Grand Inspector-General, a

voostion.
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visit from him. He became acquainted with all the
different systems of work which presented themselves to
his notice, accompanied by their respective Tests or
Examination Questions, and he found that every variety
of lecture was in practice which had been used from the
time of Desaguliers and Anderson to the moment of
inquiry. It is a great pity,” the Square apostrophized,
“that these important marks of distinction were not%
considered as unalterable as the S..T. & W. A collec-
tion of them would, I should think, be a great curiosity ;
and if you will listen attentively, I will repeat them from
Brother Hesletine’s notes.”

Observing that I took up my pen to jot them down,
the. Square iastily added, ‘ Hold, hold ! my good friend !
mind what you are about! I feel myself authorised,
without any indiscretion, to communicate to you, vivd
voce, both the questions and the answers of these curious
Tests ; but whether, consistently with your O. B., you
can commit to paper anything more than the simple
questions, which, of themselves convey no information,
is for you to determine, when you have taken a deliber-
ate view of the moral responstbility attached to such an
act.” .

Having said this, my strange companion receded a few
steps, to allow me time for deliberation; and the wisdom
of his remark appearing incontestable, I determined to
act. on his advice, and take down the questions only.
The Square then proceeded. : -

“The Tests of Masonry were at that time generally
denominated Examination Questions, and may be con-
sidered, not merely as curious illustrations of individual
feeling at the consecutive periods of its onward progress,
but as absolute landmarks to distinguish true from
pretended Freemasonry, which were periodically con-
sidered necessary by the master minds who successively
appeared on the masonic stage; and being arbitrary in

eir character, were occasionally changed, that the
impostor might be more easily detected, and the cowan
more effectually exposed.

“ The most ancient formula,” said the Square,  that I
ever heard mentioned by Sir C. Wren, was that which he
himself used, and he pronounced its origin to be of a
remote and unknown antiquity. The questions were
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fifty in number, and all of the greatest importance.
These wers reduced-to fifteen when used as a preliminary
examination, thus:—1. What o’clock is it? 2. How go
Squares? 3. Which is the point of your entry? 4.
How many particular points pertain to a Freemason?
5. How manHroper points? 6. Why do odds make a
Lodge? 7. What Lodge are you of? 8. Where is the
Mason’s point? 9. Who rules and governs the Lodge as
its Master? 10. How many angles in St. John’s Lodge?
11. How many steps belong to a right Mason? 12. Give
me the solution? 13. What is the Jerusalem Word?
14. What is the Universal Word? 16. What is the right
word or right point of a Mason? These Tests ought
never to have been altered, because every answer is a
landmark. v

“ The succeeding formula was introduced by Desagu-
liers and Anderson at the revival in 1717; and though
not destired to a very long reign, they were perspicuous
and expressive, and a brief summary of their contents
were embodied in the following Tests :—1. I. T. B. G. C.
T.H.A.T.E. 2. What is the place of the semior
apprentice? 3. What are the fixed lights? 4. How
ought the R. W. M. to be served? 5. What is the pun-
ishment of a Cowan? 6. What is the bone bone-box?
7. How is it said to be opened? 8. By what is the key
suspended? 9. What is the proper clothing of a Mason?
10. What is a Mason’s brand? 11. How high was the
door of the middle chamber? 12. What does this stone
smell of? 13. Can you tell me the name of an E. A. P.,
on t'er. C,andofa M.M.? 14.H.T.W.P.O.T.T.P.O.

‘¢ The Lectures or Examinations having been remodel-
led about the year 1730 by Martin Clare, he thought it
expedient to alter the Tests; and his category was
approved by the Grand Lodge. It was as follows:—
1. Whence camie you? 2. Who brought you here? 8.
What recommendation do you bring? 4. Do you know
the secrets of Masonry? 5. Where do you keep them?
6. Have you the key? 7. Where is it deposited? 8.
When you were made a Mason, what did you consider
most desirable? 9. What is the name of your Lodge?
10. Where is it situated? 11. What is its foundation?
12. How did you enter the Temple.of Solomon? How
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many windows did you see there? 14. What is the duty
of the youngest apprentice} 15. Have you ever worked
as & Mason? 16. What did you work with? 17. Salute
me as a Mason.

« This arrangement lasted ten , and was saper-
seded by an improved series of ]:%xamination Questions
promulgated by Dr. Manningham, and adopted by most
of the metropolitan and several provincial Lodges. Be
careful that you take them down correctly, for they are
so ingenious 1y constructed, that the omission or altena-
tion of a single word may cause a mystification that will
not -be easily unravelled. 1. Where were you made a
Mason? 2. What did you learn there? 3. How do you
hope to be rewarded? 4. What access have you to that
Grand Lodge? 5. How many steps? 6. What are their
names? 7. How many qualifications are required in a
Mason? 8. What is the standard of a Mason’s faith?

. 9. What is the standard of his actions? 10. Can you

name the peculiar characteristics of a Mason’s Liodge?
11. What s the interior composed of? 12. Why are we
termed Brethren? 13. By what badge is a Masen distin-
guished? 14. To what do the reports refer? 15. How
many pringipal points are there in Masonry? 16. To
what do they refer? 17. Their names. 18. The allusion.

“These Tests continued unsltered down to the period
of which I am speaking. A very talented Mason was
now rising into notice, who was destined to effect organic
changes in the system. I shall reveal his improvements
in due course ; and he is introduced here simply because
he was the author of a brief paper of questions, which
he considered- more characteristic than any that had
preceded them. I allude to Brother Dunckerley, a nanre
which will live as long as Masonry shall endure. His
Tests were only ten in number, but each possessed a
significant reference to some important landmark of the
Order. 1. How ought a Mason to be clothed? 2. When
were you born? 3. Where were you born? 4. How
were you born? 5. Did you endure the brand with
fortitude and patience? 6. The situation of the Lodge ?
7. What is its name? 8. With what have you worked
as a8 Mason? 9. Explain the Sprig of Cassia. 19. How old
are you?

 About this period,” the Square proceeded to say,
“a young man named Preston appeared in ‘town from
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the. north, and was initiated in an Athol Lodge, where
he displayed such extraordinary intelligence and zeal as
elicited the applause of all I(’:{'za,sses of the Fraternity.
Our R. W. M,, gro. Hesletine, heard of his fame, and
sought his acquaintance. An attachment sprang up
between them, which produced some extraordinary
results. Bro. Hesletine induced him to dissolve his con-
nection with the Athol Masons, and to legitimatize him-
self in a constitutional Lodge. This young man, as the
first fruits of his labours, placed in.the hands of our R.
W. M. a new arrangement of the Tests, which, thbugh
not actually introduced till a later. period, were read m
the Lodge, and highly approved by the Brethren. He
divided them into three sections of seven questions each,
and they contained, as you will hear, some novelties.
First Section.—1. Whither are you bound? 2. Are you
8 Mason? 3. How do you know that? 4. How wil!
you prove it to me? 5. Where were you made a Mason ?
6. When were you made a Mason? 7. By whom were
you made a Magon? Second Section.—1. From whence
ecome you? 2. What recommendation do you bring?
8. Any other recommendation? 4. Where are the secrets
of Masoury kept? 5. To whom do you deliver them?
6. How do you deliver them? 7. In what manner do
you serve your Master? Third Section.—1. What is your
name? 2. What is the name of your son? 3. If a
Brother were lost, where should you hope to find him?
4. How should you except him to be clothed? 6. How
blows a Mason’s wind? 6. Why does it thus blow?
7. What time is it ?1* '

“In this country, in accordance with ancient practice,
we admit only three degrees; but on the continent the

12 To complete this catalogne of masonic Tests it might seem
necessary to subjoin the Qnﬂﬁe&ﬁon Questions of Hemming and
Shadbolt. But these are so well known amongst the Craft that it
would be a work of supererogation to insert them here. And it
would savour of egotism if I were to introduce a series of Questions
which I mysgelf arranged a few years ago for the same purpose. They
consist of nine sections; i. e. three to each Degree, containing eighty-
one questions in the whole, or nine to every section; systematically
constructed on the principle of trichotomy, and prominently exhibit-
ing most of the chief Landmarks of antiquity. us each one of our
Triad of Degrees has a triad of sections; and the Questions in each
section are a triad of triads; having been studiounsl ins
trinal form. I have found them in practice exceedingly useful, being
aoquired with great facility, and y retained in the memory. ¢
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list was swelled out to the enormous category of twenty
degrees of Apprentice,” twenty-three of Fellowcraft,
and sixty of Master.® Although.such innovations were
prevalent in France and Germany, and found their way
secretly amongst ourselves, yet they received no sanc-
tion from the masonic authorities, and the Fraternity
were cautioned to beware how they introduced any of
- the foreign fallacies into their Lodges. In many casés,
however, curiosity prevailed over expediency, and indi-
viduals received them as genuine masonic truths, and
had no little pride in their acquisition.
« About, this time a remarkable Essay, on the applica-

4 These were, begides the simple E. A. P. of primitive Masonry,
an Apprentice Architect; App. Perfect Architect; App. Prussian
Architett ; Cabalistic App. ; Coen App. ; Apg‘i of Parnceﬁsus; Egyp-
tian Apg,; Secret Egyptian App.; Female Egyptian App.; Scotch
Aﬂ)'; cotch Trinitarian App.; Hermetic App.; Male App.; Fe-
male App.; Adoptive .%)p.; Mystical App.; App. Philosopher of
the number nine; App. Hermetic Philosopier; App. Philosopher of
the number three ; and the Theosophic App. - . ’

18 For the second degree they admitted a Fellowcraft Mason ; F. C.
Architect; F. C. Perfect Architect; F. C. Prussian Architect; Ca-
balistic F. C.; F. C.Coen ; F. C. of Paracelsus ; Scotch F. C. ; Scotch
Trinitarian F. C.; Egyptian F. C. ; Hermetic F. C.; Mystic F. C.;
F. C. Hermetio Philosopher ; ¥. C. Philosopher by the number three;
F. C, Sublime Philosopher by the number three; F. C. Philosopher
by the number nine ; F.C. by the number fifteen ; Theosophic F. C.;
Biblical F. C. ; Discrete F. C.; Female F. C.; Female Egyptian
F. C.; and Obligated F. C.

18:And as a corollary to these fictitious degrees, they had an English
Master; a Little Eilfl.ish Master ; Ancient M.; Grand Architect M.;
Perfect Architect M.; Prussian Architect M.; M. by the number
fifteen ; M. of all degrees; Cabalistic M.; Coen M.; Crowned M. ;
M. of the Key of Masonry; M. of English Lodges; M. of French
Lodges; Mark M.; M. of Paracelsic Masonry; M. of Neapolitan
Chapters ; M. of Legitimate Lodges; M. of Masters; Most High
and Puissant M. of Masters; Perfect M.; Perfect M. of Secrets;
Perfect English M.; M. of Egyptian Secrets; M. of Hermetic
Secrets ; Scotch M. ; Egyptian M.; Elect M. of nine; Little Elect M. ;
M. in Israel; M. in Perfect Architecture; Hermetic M.; Illustrious
M. ; Illustrious M. of the number fifteen ; Illustrious M. of the Seven
Cabalistic Secrets ; Irish M. ; Perfect Irish M.; Puissant Irish M. ;

@ Provost Irish M.; Symbolic M.; Mystic M.; M. by Curiosity ;
Perfect Hamburg M.; Particular M.; Past M.; M. of Hermetio
Philosotghy; Philosophical M. by the number three ; Philosophical
M. by the number nine ; P rean M. ; Four Times Venerable M. ;
Royal M. ; Wise M.; Secret M. ; Illustrious Symbolical M. ; Sublime
ineientM.; Theosophic M.; M. ad vitam ; True M.; and Absolute
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tion of Geometry to the requirements of moral duty, was
circulated amongst the Lodges.” It was adapted to
symbolical Masonry alone, and was generally attributed
to the pen of Bro. Dunckerley. But in 1768 a severe
attack on Masonry was commenced by an anonymous
writer, who published a pamphlet under the extraordinary
title of ¢ Masonry the Way to Hell,”® which created
some sensation amongst the Metropolitan Craft, and pro-
dueed a paper war. I remember hearing a discussion on
the subject in our Lodge. Some Brethren were inclined
to understand it as a serious.attack on the Order, while
others considered it oply as an ill-natured joke; how-
ever, it was concluded that the only way of ascertain-
ing the real sentiments of the author would be to feel
his .pulse by a reply. Bro. Thompsorn was, therefore,
deputed to answer it, which he admirably effected ;'* and
another reply came from a quarter with which our Lodge
had no connection.® The author of the obnoxious pam-
phlet did not respond, and it was believed that his con-
science accused him of having basely slandered a bere-
volent institution,»and that he thought it expedient to
atone for his calumny by silence ; and the controversy—
if it may be called by that name—terminated with a
amphlet bearing the triumphant title of ** Masonry the
E‘urnpike-Road to Happiness in this Life, and Eternal
Happiness hereafter.”*!
(0 Kmidst all this trifling, the age was not barren in
legitimate and well-authenticated publications on pure
Masonry.2 But the gem of the period was the Candid

17 8ee the Golden Remains, vol. i., p. 15.
. 1 «“Masonry the Way to Hell; a Sermon, wherein is cleary
gimved, both from Reason and Secripture, that all who profess the

ysteries are in a State of Damnation.” London, Robinson and
Roberts, 1768.

19 « Remarks on a Sermon lately published, entitled ¢ Masonry the
Way to Hell;" being a Defence of that Order against Jesuitical
Sophistry and Calumny. By John Thompson.” 1768.

%« An Answer to a certain Pamphlet, Yatel published under the

solemn Title of * A Sermon, or Masonry the Way to Hell.’ By John
Jackson, Philantropos.” 1768. % Jondon, Bladon, 1768.
" «Tove to God and Man inseparable; a Sermon before the
Masons.” 1765. ¢ Charge to the Wolverhampton Lodge.” 1765
Masonio Sermon, by the Rev. Thomas Bagnall.” 1766. “On the
Government of the Lodge; delivered before the Brethren of 8¢t
Greorge’s Lodge, No. 315, Taunton. By John Whitmash.” 1763.
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Disquisition of Wellins Calcott,® in which he has traced
primitive Masonry from its origin ; explained its symbols
and hieroglyphics, its social virtues and advantages;
suggested the propriety of building halls for the peculiar
anﬁ exclusive practice of Masonry, and reprehended its
slanderers with great but judicious severity ; for the un-

tincipled charlatans were still working at their masked

attery, catering for the morbid curiosity of the profane
world, and their shafts flew in clouds about our heads.*

‘In 1769, our R. W. M. was appointed to the office of
Grand Secretary, by the Duke of Beaufort, and in that
capacity I accom[lmnied him on a visit of inspection into
the north of England; and we found considerable varia-
tions in the several systems of working amongst the

# # A Candid Disquisition of the Principles and Practices of the
Most Ancient and Honourable Society of Free and Aceepted Masons ;
together with some Strictures on the Origin, Nature, and Design of
that Institution. By Wellins Calcott.” Longen, 1769.

% The following spurious publications were supplied about this time
to gratify the curiosity of the uninitiated :—* Thé Becrets of Mason-
ry revealed; by a disgusted Brother. Containing an ingenious Ac-
count of their Origin, their Practices in the Lo Signs, and Watch-
words, Proceedings at the Makings, &o.” ndon, Scott, 1759.
¢t Allegorical Conversations organized by Wisdom.”” Hiram, or the
Grand Master Key to the Door of both Ancient-and Modern Free-
masonry; being an accurate Description of every Degree of the
Brotherhood, as aathorized and delivered in all good Lodges. Con-
taining more than any Book on the Subject ever before published.
By a Member of the Royal Arch.” London, 1764. Second Edition,
London, Griffin, 1766. ¢ An Institute of Red Masonry.” 1764.
¢ S8hibboleth; or every man a Freemason.” 1765. ¢ Solomon in all
his Glory, or the Master Mason; being a true Guide to the inmost
Recesses of Freemasonry, both Ancient and Modern. Containing a
minute Account of the Proceedings. By T. W. Translated from
the French Original, published at Berlin, and burnt by Order of the
King of Prussia, at the Intercession of the Freemasons.” London,
Ro n and Roberts, 1766. Second Edition, London, 1768. ¢ The
T distinet Knocks, or the Door of the Ancient Freemasonry
opened to all Men, neither naked or clothed, barefooted nor shod;
being an universal Description of all its branches, from its first use
to this present time, as it is delivered in all Lodgas. By W.0. V.
M.” The sixth Edition. London, Sergeant, 1767. Seventh Edition,
London, 1768. Eighth Edition, Clench, 1811. Ninth Edition, London,
Hughes, 1825. ¢ The Freemason stripped naked; or the whole Art
and Mystery of Freemusonry made Plain and Easy to all Capacities,
by a faithful Account of every Secret, from the first making of a

ason till he is completely Master of every Branch of his Profession.
By Charles Warren, Esq., late Grand Master of at:ﬁulml consti-
tuted Lodge in the City of Cork.” London, Isaac Fell, 1769.
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Brethren of different localities. At the Lodge No. 209,
holden at the Plume of Feathers, Bridge street, Chester,
we inspected a curious floor-cloth, which had been
painted only a short time previous, and contained some
reference to the masonic innovations of France and
Germany. It consisted of a Mosaic pavement, accessible
by three steps, marked Aups, VipE, TAcg, with the five-
gointed blazing star in a circle occupying the centre,

anked by two Corinthian pillars, on the summit of
which were placed the sun and moon. The plinth of
the sinister column was charied with a diagram, repre-
senting, probably, the Mark key-stone, while that on
the dexter-side of the pavement was occupied by a lad-
der in clouds. Each of these pillars was attended or
guarded by a naked sword, the one pointed, and the
other flaming, to represent Justice and Mercy, together
with & Level and Plamb. Over the pavement, and rest-
ing on the pillars, was an arch inscribed Sit Lox T Lux
FUIT, with a double key-stone supporting a sphere, and
upon it the head of the Redeemer, as T. G. A. O. T. U,,
surrounded by a nimbus; beneath which was an altar
supporting the Holy Bible, placed -on a-cushion, flanked
by masonic emblems. Amongst the clouds above the
arch, there appears a radiated triangle, with: the word
mm. At the base of the floor-cloth are three objects;
the one an oblong s%uare chest, or Lodge, with an end-
less serpent on its lid, and the word ABPASAS in front
the centre, a cube, with ‘the three masonic colours, and
word xbx (AeLa,) one of the cabalistic names of the
Deity; and the other, a tumulus, with the sprig of
Cassia. Above them, the following inscription, 6EON
ZEBOY SENOYZ SENIZE. 1 remember this floor-cloth
distinctly, for it underwent a very particular examina~
tion ;* and Bro. Hesletine took a sketch of it,..gnd
delivered a lecture on its peculiarities when he returned
to town. '

“From Chester we proceeded to Barnard Castle, in
the county of Durham, where we found Masonry shining
with unsullied lustre, under the active superintendence
of Bro. Hutchinson, who worked the de after a per-

% This floor-cloth is now in the Cestrian Lodge at Chester; of

which my friend, Bro. Willoughby, of Birk has kindl
favoured me with a sketoh. ey . y
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fect model. He delivered his own Lectures, Charges,
and Orations, strictly adhering to the ancient landmarks
of the Order; and his example was followed by the
Masters of other Lodges, who visited the Barnard Castle
Lodge for the advantage of his instructions. Many of
these detached pieces appeared in print,® and were so
much admired for the pure principles of Masonry which
they enunciated, that the Fraternity at length requested
Bro. H. to make a selection from his Lectures, and pub-

lish them in a permanent form.. He complied with the .

request, and produced a volume of such surpassing inter-
est, that, after going through many editions,” it still
retains its value, and is read with avidity by all who are
desirous of information on the sterling and unchangeable
doctrines of the Order.”®

% See my edition of the Spirit of Masonry, which includes all the
works of Bro. Hutchinson.

57 ¢« The Spirit of Masonry, in Moral and Elucidatory Lectures, by
'W. Hutchinson.” London, Wilkes and Goldsmith, 1775. Second
Edition, Carlisle, Jollie, 1795 ; Third Edition, Carlisle, 1802; Fourth
Edition, Edinburgh, MacEvan, 1813 ; Fifth Edition, Carlisle, 1814;
Sixth Edition, London, 1815. Other editions have been published,
and the last contains all Bro. Hutchinson’s detached pieces. London,
Spencer, 1843. .

# In an Address, prefixed to the second -edition, he says, with his
usual benevolence of character, ‘I have been induced to give this
edition to the press for the fu.zose of relieving the family of a
worthy but indigent Brother, ¢ whole p'r&ﬁu of the subscription
and sale; and E:ubt not that the motive to the present publication
will procure it the attention of the Brethren of this excellent Insti-
tation. . . . . It is hoped that these Lectures may serve to
detect the wretched artifices used by wicked men to impose upon
the world ; and may also excite in the Fraternity the due exercise
of those moral works which our profession enjoins.”



CHAPTER VI.

IT RAINS !|—DUNCKERLEY.
1770, 1771.

mm——

“Do good to theim that ben nedy, and that shall pleyse me more
and bebetter to the than yf thou fastyd xl. yere on o and water.
Do good to thy power in all yt thou may, and put pease and love
amonge thy neyghbours, and it shall pleyse me more and be better
to the than if gxow were every day ramnyssht to heaven.”’— The
Proyffytable Boke for Mannes Soul.—W YNEIN DE WORDE.

¢ Cryst then of hys hye grace,
Zeve zow bothe wytte and space,
Wel thys boke to conne and rede,
Heven to have for zowre mede !
Amen! amen! so n;;)t hyt ’be,
Say we so alle per charyte.”
. d P OLp MasoNic MS.
«Thy watchful EYE, & length of time,
he wondrous circle did attend ;
The glory and the power be thine,
W'ﬁich shall from age to age descend.”
DUNOKERLEY.

Tur Square thus moralized in continuance of its
Revelations :— '

“The mind of man is an inscrutable mystery, past
finding out. Talk of the mysteries of Freemasonry,
they are nothing to the enigma of the human mind.
There are so many springs of thought—so many motives
of action, that positive results can never be divined by
any series of preconceived notions. If a locomotive is
out of order, the engineer will speedily set it to rights:
if a vessel has lost its helm, the shipwright will restore
it safe and sound; but if a man’s ideas become disar-
ranged, it is twenty to one whether they ever resume
their original tone. In the course of my experience, I
have wiimessed many well-regulated Lodges; but the
end has been attained by so many different processes,
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that I have often wondered how they.should happen to
conduce te the same harmonious conclusien. :
- “Bro. Hesletine was a good Master; and so was his
successor, although differing toto calo from each other in
character and style of government. The, former being
appointed to the high office of Grand Secretary, in May,
1769, 1 was transferred, at the ensuing election of
officers, to a young but very zealous Mason, named
Dagge, who had served as a warden in the Caledonian
Lodge, holden at ¢The Ship,’ in Leadenhall street.
Being in easy circumstances, he devoted the greater
rtion of his time to the study of Masonry, and the
uties of the Lodge; and as industry generally produces
excellénce, he soon became a proficient in the art.

“It will be plainly seen that Bro. Dagge had a great
affection for the Order; and if his enthusiasm did not,
like that of the-Spanish Don, cause him to mistake wind-
mills for giants, Benedictines for enchanters, and a flock
of harmless sheep for an army of ¢divers and innumer-
able nations,’ bristling with lances, and advancing, with
banners displayed and trumpets sounding to the charge,
it semetimes led- him into. ludicrous - situations. %[e
would, eccasionally, when: he-had an hour to spare, get
the key of the Lodge-room from Mrs. Kitching, the
woman in whose custody it was deposited, and, locking
himself in, would open the Lodge, lecture the emp
benches with becoming gravity, close the Lodge, loc
the door, and take his departure, very much edified with
this supererogatory exercise.

“ This occurred so often in the early part of his career
as Master of the Lodge, that two or tﬁree of his most in-
timate friends coneocted a scheme for detecting him in
the fact. Having arranged their plans, with the assist-
ance of Mrs. Kitching, they watched his motions, and
very soon had the satisfactien of surprising him in the
act of ridin% his hobby at railroad speed. When he next
-called for the key,—after pretending to search for it,
first in one place, then in another,—the woman said,
¢ Oh, I remember, I swept out the Lodge, and dusted the
farniture yesterday, and forgot to lock the door; I must
have left the key in the lock. You will find the door
open, sir.’ The door, indéed, was open, but the key had
been removed ; and consequently he was unable to secure

7
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himbelf; as.usual, from interruption. - He cared very lit-
thefor this, as he had not the slighbést” anticipation of
being intruded on. " He placed' me on. his breast, and
mounting his restrum before the pedestal, opemed the
Lodge, and commenced the first lecture, addressing his
imaginary Wardens and Brethren, with all due serious-
ness and decorum, with . :

« ¢« Bro. Senior Warden, where did you and I first
meet?’ apnd the worthy lecturer went swimmingly. on
through the first three sections.

« While he was thus pleasantly engaged, Mrs. Kitch-
ing, the agent of mischief; sent a message to the conspi-
fators, to apprise them that the mouse was in the trap.
By the time they were assembled below, Bro. Dagge
had got-into the marrow of his subject; and was enlight-
ening the benches and tables on the theological virtues,
with his mind wholly wrapped up in the fascinating em-
Bloyment; when, at a pause in the discourse, he fancied

e heard something like a suppressed tittér. No—it
could not be : his-ears had deceived him. He looked at
the entrance-door from the Tyler’s room,—it was closely

led : he listened,~—all was silent, and he resumed the

read of his argument, on the chequered scenes of life
figured in the Mosaic pavement of the Lodge. ¢ To-day
success may crown our labours, while to-morrow we may
be suddenly surprised,’—again the same noise was re-
peated. ¢ What can it be?’ said-Bro. Dagge to himself;
¢Oh, some pevple in the garden below. I wish Mrs.
Kitching would be more on her guard.’ Satisfied with
this conclusion, he started off again in full career. < Then
let us ever act according to the dictates of reason and
religion, and cultivate harmony, maintain charity, and live
in ‘wnity and brotherly Iove !’
~ “At this point the door opened, and in walked three
Brethren, with Mrs. Kitching at their heels, freely in-
dulging in the 1::;13!1 they could no longer restrain. ¢ (gapi-
tal!’ they shouted. ‘Ah! Dagge, my boy!’ exclaimed
Bro. Hesletine, ‘I am glad to see you in harness! Take
care the hobby does not throw you !’

“¢R. W. Sir,! said ‘Bro. Rowland Berkeley, who was
one of the party, with an appearance of great respect,
‘we h{ge the Brethren are edified.’ ‘

¢.¢ They are very silent and attentive,’ said -Bro. Bot~
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tomley, ‘as in duty bound ; and are, no doubt, consider-
ably benefitted by such a learned dissertation.’

- % ‘Aye,’ rejoined Bro. Hesletine; ¢sure never R. W. M.
was blessed with -such an obedient Lodge of Brethren.
There is not a scabbed sheep amongst them. Hope
ggu’will favour us with a touch of your quality, R. W.

ir.

£ <What have you done with the key " Mrs. Kitching
slily asked, with a mischievous leer at her companions.
‘1 bope you have not taken it out of the lock, for I don’t
see it there.’ '

*This brought on an uproarious peal of laughter from
the conspirators, as Bro. Dagge descended from his eleva-
tion to meet his brother officers.

- ¢ He met the joke,” said the Square, ¢ with his usual
god nature, for he wag too enthusiastic to care anything

r their jeers. Finis coronat opus was his metto, and he
worked it out famously. ~ Freemasonry was his hobby.
He rode it hard, and it mattered little who saw him
mounted. And this is the feeling which leads to success
and eminence, as it actually did in his case, for he rdse to.
the office of S. G.'W. in 1778.

“At the expiration of Bro. Dagge’s year, during which
the circumstances of the Lodge were greatly improved,
I had the good fortune to fall into the hands of the most
eminent Mason of the age,” my ﬁarrulous companion
continued,—*“Bro. Thomas Dunckerley, an expert Master,
and a good tactician. He was supposed to be the natural
son of King George II., and his manners did not belie his
‘breeding.! He was a perfect gentleman and a ripe scholar,

! The anecdote is too interesﬁnﬁnw be passed over in silence. It is
thus related by his biographer: *In the year 1760, on his return from
the slege of Quebec, an event happened which could not but fill him
with astonishment; as it placed him in a hew and most extraordin
point of view. A Iady, receiving the sacrament on her death be
made a declaration in all the awful solemnity of the occasion, by
which it appearod thst Bro. Dunckerley owed his birth to the first
Personage in the kingdom ; and Nature was determined that it never
should be questioned.”—(F. M. Mag., 1793, p. 378.) And those who
have seen hi rtrait, which now»oeougies a prominent situation ih
the Preparing gbom of the Royal Cumberlan Lod'ie, at Bath, have
been struck with the resemblance which it bears to the Royal Family
now on the throne.of England. Bro. Dunckerley, on this discovery,
adopted the Royal Arms, with the bend sinister for distinction, and
assumed, in his confidential correspondence, the name of Fitz-George,
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combining a knowledge of sdience and philosophy with
grace and dignity of deportment, and the uniform prac-
tice of every moral and. religious du?. At the period
now under consideration, he was a student at one of the
inns of court, and was in due time called to the bar.?

“ Though conversant in scientific and philosophical

researches, he was of too virtuous and vigorous a frame
of mind, and too well grounded in his religious and moral

rinciples, ever to suffer Hhilosophy to lead to infidelity;
yut all the Christian truths received his most hearty con-
currence, and all the Christian virtues his constant prac-
tice. , . :
“In the Lodge he intermingled the fortiter in re so0
judiciously with the suaviter tn modo, that, while the
Society over which he presided was in the highest state
of discipline, there was an ease and comfort amongst the
Brethren which elevated the character of the Lodge, and
procured for us the honour of many distinguished visit-
ors, who all admired the quiet and easy deportment of
Bro.Dunckerley in the.chair, and the orderly and respect-
ful conduct of the Brethren.

“In conducting the business of the Lodge, Bro. Dunek-

erley did not content himself with the usual common-

lace demonstrations contained in the Lodge lectures,

ut, like a skilful navigator, boldly launched forth into
unknown seas, in the hope of discovering regions hitherto
unexplored, where he might work a virgin soil in search
of unfolded riches, or detect the germ of new and inter-
esting sources of knowledge. And he was eminentl
successful ; for he discovered and brought to light a ki
den vein of science, which had escaped the penetration
of all the eminent men who had preceded him in the
same track. Hisindefatigable exertions and self-devotion

and the motto, FATO NON MERITO. I have in my possession, by the
kindness of Bro. Percy Wells, the present W. M. of the Royal gum-
berland Lodge (1854), a genuine impression of his seal.

* At the demise of George II., which happened almost at the mo-
ment of the above disclosure, his friends, who were of high rank,
1aid his case before the néw king, who generously allowed him £100
a year, which was subsequently augmented to £800, out of the privy
purse; and this, with the profits ‘of his profession, pat him into easy
circumstances ; aud it is due to his memory to add, that his charities
$ boundless, and .the destitute Brother mever applied to him in
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te the holy cause soon advanced him to the greatest dig-
nities Freemasonry had it in her power to bestow.

« By the indefatigable assiduity of this truly masonic
luminary, Masonry made considerable progress, not only
within his own Erovince of Hampshire, but in man
“other counties in Kngland. In grateful testimony of his
zealous exertions for many years to promote the honour
and interest-of the Society, the Grand Lodge conferred
upon him the rank of Past Senior Grand Warden, and
that in all processions he was entitled to take place next
the present Senior Grand Warden for the time being.

“ He was also Provincial Grand Master for the city
and county of Bristol, the counties of Dorset, Essex,
Glaucester, Hereford, Somerset, Southampton, and the -
Isle of Wight; Grand Superintendent and Past Grand
Master of ﬁoyal Arch Masons for the city and county of
Bristol, the counties of Dorset, Essex, Gloucester, Here-
ford, Kent, Nottingham, Somerset, Southampton, Surrey,
Suffolk, Sussex, and' Warwick, under the patronage of
His Royal Highness the Duke of Clarence; and Most
Eminent and Supreme Grand Master of Knights of Rosa
Crucis, Templars, K. H., &c., of England,® under His
Royal Hi%hness Prince Edward, Patron of the Order.*

. “Bro. Dunckerley was well known as a Mason,” the
Square continued, “and had acquired a competent gene-
ral knowledge of the Craft before the period in which I
am introducing him to your notice, for he delivered a
Charge at Plymouth in 1767 on the Light and Truth of
Masonry,® which in a printed form spread through the

3 Bro. Dunckerley introduced a revised Leoture into the military
degrees, which was received into the several Encampments under
the designation of ‘‘ Dunckerley’s Sections.” A copy of this doou-
ment has been placed in my hands by Bro. Wells, and I find it con-
cise, but perfectly compréhensive and intelligible. He has also
favoured me with an impression of the Official Seal which he used to
verify his documents as G. M. of Templars. and Rosa Crucis.

4  These masonic tifles show the high sense which the G.
entertained of his abilities and exertions; the great trust reposed in
him by the Heir Apparent and his illustrious Brothers ; and the very
great esteem and regard with which he is honoured (we had almost
said adored) by hundreds of Brethren in the above-mentioned coun-
ties.””—(Freemasons' Mag., 1793, p. 377.)

8 «The Light and Truth of Masong explained ; being the sub-
stance of a C| delivered at Plymouth in April, 1757. By Thomas
Dni:gerloy." avey and Law, 1757. See Golden Rem., vol i,

. P 137,
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length and breadth of the land, and will be known - and
admired as long as Masonry endures. I had the gratifica-
tion of being present at its delivery, and can assure you
that the exquisite grace of the orator, aud the rich
modulation of his musical voice, entranced the hearers.
The feelings of the Brethren were wound up to.such a’

itch of intensity that a pin might have been heard to
grop in' the midst of that numerous assembly. There
was silence in heaven for the space of half an hour.

s After this time he saw a great-deal of service as am
officer in the navy, and was at the taking of Quebec,
The roar of cannon, and the outery of bloody conflict,
‘however, proved insufficient to stifle the still, small veice
of benevolence and peace which reigned triumphant in
his bosom; and he had only returned to this country &
short time before he was induced to accept the office
of R. W. M. of our Lodge. He delivered two other
addresses,—one at Marlborough,® and the other at Col-
chester,” which increased his 1popularity as a Mason, and
ge;& printed and extensively circulated amongst the

raft. v : .

“Bro. Dunckerley was the oracle of the Grand Lodge;
and the accredited interpreter of its Constitutions. His
decision, like the law of the Medes and Persians, was
final on all points both of doctrine and discipline, and
against it there was no appeal. His views of Masonry
were liberal, and he despised sectarian controversy. He
frequently visited the Anciert Masons> Lodges for the
Burpose of ascertaining what was the actual difference

etween the two systems, as Lawrence Dermott, in the
Ahiman Rezon, had confidently boasted of the superiori-
of their mode of work over that which was recom-
mended by the legitimate Grand Lodge; and he carefully
culled its flowers, and transplanted them into Constitu-
tional Masonry; for he actually found amongst the an-
cients, to his undisguised astonishment, several material
innovations in their system, including some alteration of

o S?tember 11, 1769.

7 ¢ A Sermon preached at St. Peter’s Church in Colohester, June
?4,1777. By W. Martin Deake! before the Provincial Grand Master
and the Grand Lodge of Essex. To which is added, a Charge, b
Bro. Dunckerley, and an Address, by Bro. Henry Chalmers.”
chester, 1778. i
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the Old Landmarks, and a new application of the Mas-
ter's Word. As John Wesley is said to have observed,
when he adopted some popular ditty, to his collection of
hymns,— It 18 a pity the devil should Honopolize all the
best tunes,” so our Bro. Dunckerley, how loudly soever the
self-styled Ancients might blow their schismatical trum-.

pet, and proclaim the exclusive excellence of their schism,

. resolved that they should not appropriate to themselves
a single pearl of any real value towards the elucidation
of the Craft. And hence, when he was authorized -by
the Grand Lodge to construct a new code of Lectures by
-a.careful revision of the existing ritual, and a collation of
all the ancient forms, he executed the task so well, that
the Grand Lodge adopted it without alteration, and en-
Jjoined its practice on all the Lodges under its jurisdiction.

. “These were the palmy days of Masonry,” said the

Square, exultingly, “and it is doubtful whether. it has
ever heen in greater repute than under the ditection of:
this learned and philosophical Brother. In one instance,

‘he certainly laid himsel}f) open to the charge of building
on another man’s foundation, for he reconstructed Der-
mott’s ‘Royal Arch, and introduced it inte the. Grand
Lodge. of ]%ngland. It was 8 bold attempt; but from
the patronage of the Diuke of Clarence, united with his
own influence in Grand Lodge, it was eminently succeas-
ful. I cannot deny but it was an innovation, for. it
absolutely disarranged the Landmarks, by transfetting
the Master’s Word to a: subsidiary Degree. And so it
was generally considered at its first introduction: It
was hike grafting a crab upon an apple-stock. But time
has effected wondrous changes. ie crab has ripened
into a most delicious fruit, and the irpproved Royal Arch
Degree is now considered the perfection of Masonry.*

. “Bro. Dunckerley found among the ancient Masons a
French work, which, taken as a corollary to their profes-
sions of superior antiquity, constituted a curious anomaly
that is deserving of a passing notice, its professed object
being to rebut the claims of Masonry to a high antiquity,

® I have in my possession & copy of the R. A. Lecture which was
introduced by Bro. Dunckerley into Grend Lodge on the above
occasion. It is a curious and interesting document, as codstituting &
fureﬁdenoeofthemtureof&A.me at its commencement
m 1740. : ’ . :
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and to limit its existence to the last two hundred years.
The author confidently asserts that it was a purely
English invention, never contradicted by the Fraternity
when speaking with each other in confidence, and tacitly
acknowledged by all foreign Lodges, which are nothing
more than branches from this original stock. And he
asks triumphantly, ¢ But what happy mortal amongst the
English has been able so to interest the heavens in his
favour, as to gain the glorious title of founder of this
Order? There are few who will guess at him from the
hints I have given, yet still fewer who, like him, could
penetrate into the very heart of man, could trace all its
windings, and draw from him all his thoughts; fewer
who, like him, could at one glance discern the advantages
of such an Institution, the means of establishing it with
success, and of making it useful to his political and reli-
§ious designs. There are few whom (as the Poet says)
upiter eyes so partially, as suddenly to dispel the night
which environs them, and bringing them into light, to
show them truths concealed from others uunder shadows
and hieroglyphics. In a word, it wanted a CromwzLL to
insure success. A genius so vast as his could alone
embrace a project of such importance, and contrive the
. means of supporting it, until its final and surprising exe-
cution astonished the world by a most terrible metamor-
hosis. If we refer to the masonic deliberations of those
ys, we may discover in them storms continually in-
creasing, and powers sleeping on the very verge of a
recipice. . . . . The Order frequently changed its name
n the first year of its formation. That which it now
bears was the first; its partisans afterwards called them-
selves Levellers, then -Independénts, afterwards Fifth
Monarchy Men. At last, they resumed their original
name of Freemasons, which they keep to this day. They
had a standard upon which was a lion couchant, to desig-
nate the lion of the tribe of Judah, with this motto;—
‘WHO SHALL DARE TO ROUSE HIM UP?’

% What do you think of this, sir? But more extraor-
dinary things are yet to come. The author gives the
following unique application of the symbolical Temple
of Solomon: ¢The Society adopted the Temple of Solo-
mon for its symbol, because it was the most stable and
the most magnificent structure that ever existed, whether
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we cousider its fowndation or superstructure; so-that of
all the societies men have invented, no one was ever
more firmly united, or better planned, than the Masons.
Its chief aim is to conciliate and tame the passions, to
establish among men the spirit of peace and concord,
which may render them impenetrable to the feelings of
hatred and dissension, those bitter eneniies which poisen
the best of our days ;—to inculcate sentiments of honour
and probity, which may rendér men more attentive to
their respective duties;—to teach a dutiful obedience to
the orders of parents and princes ;—to support towards
ene" another the tender relation of Brothers, by which
name they address each other;—and, in a word, to form
. an admirable sect, whose only aim is liberty, love, and
equality. If this interpretation should not be to the
taste of the tandidate, or if he feels any repugnance to
adopt it, they well know how to ref)ly in a manner still
more artificial. The Temple of Solomon, then, signifies
nothing more than a -Temple sacred to the Virtues,
which are practised by the Society in the greatest pet-
fection; a dungeon destined for the vices, where ‘these
monsters groan under the most rigorous confinement. . .
... The edifices which Freemasons build are nothing
more than virtues or vices to be erected or destroyed;
and in this case heaven only occupies their minds, whica
soar above a corrupted world. e Temple of Solomon
denotes reason and intelligence, &c.” ’

9 It is believed that this authority, and a few other writers of the
same school, induced the English Opium Eater to assert, in the
ZLondon Magazine for 1824, as a fact established upon historical re-
search, * that before the beginnihg of ‘the 17th century, no traces are
to be met with of the Masonic Order.” And he adds, *that although
the Arabs have been the instructors of the moderns in mathematics,
astronomy, astrology, medicine, materia medica, and chemistry—and
although it is very probable that from the Arabs might have original-
ly proceeded the conceit of physicgl mysteries without the aid. of
magic, such as the art of gold-making, the invention of a panacea,
the philosopher’s stone, and other chimeras of alchymy which after-
warSB haunted the heads of the Rosicrucians and the elder Freema-
sons; but of cabalism and theosophy, which occupied both seots in
that early period, the Arabs as Mahometans could know nothing. I
am 'willing to concede,” he concludes, *that alchymists, cabtslsts,
end dealers in the black art, there were unquestionably before the
17th century, but not Rosicrucians and Freemasons, connectod into
a secret Society and -distinguished by peculiar o ”
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' -«We kad -ence a rich scene in our -Lodge, during Bro:
Dunckerley’s Mastership, which carries with it a useful
lesson, and ought not to be disregarded,” proceeded my
ossipping companion, who, like the barber in the Ara-
ian Nights, would not suffer anybody to talk but himself:
¢ A stranger presented himself as a visitor, was examined,
and admitted. He proved to be of a respectable stand-
ing in’ society, although on the present occasion he lent
himself to the perpetration of a very disreputable affair;
and the R. W. M., with all his tact and discrimination,
was very nearly qutwitted. An ancient law of Mason
rovided that no visitor, however skilled in the art, sh:
Keadmitted into a Lodge unless he is petsonally known-
to, or well vouched and recommended by, some of the
Brethren then present. Many occasions arose in which
it had been deemed expedient to remit the strict ebserv-
ance of the rule, and such had been the case in the
present instance. The intruder, however, had not oceu-
pied his precarious position more than five minutes, before
a veneragle Brother called aloud,—*It rans ! ..
. “Brother Dunckerley’s presence .of mind did net
forsake him in this emergency, and he gravgly demanded
of the visitor,—* Where were you made a Mason ?’.-

“The answer was at hand. - ‘In a Lodge at the King’s
Head, Gravesend.’ .

« This res)ly ‘betrayed him ; the daw was stripped of
his borrowed plumes. The Brethren rose simultaneously
from their seats in some degree of unnecessary alarm,
like a flock of sheep in the presence of a strange dog.?

¢ Indeed, if the gVandering Jew had appeared amon
them in proprid persond, they would scarcely E:,:e exhibi
4 more urgent demand for his summary expulsion than
was implied in the loud and universal murmur of disa)

robation which was heard from every part of the Lodge.

he intruder was perplexed; he-saw his error, but knew
not the remedy : and when the R. W. M. quietly observed:
¢ Now, sir, will you be kind enough to favour us with
your version of the stoty,” he replied, in the language of
Canning’s Knife Grinder :— -

10 The Square is inclined to be facetious here. "A m-::‘ge
(waow); filling the flock with apprehension, is brought forw: asdﬁ
apt comparison to the appearance of a eaves-dropper. (cowan)
amongst the Brethren of a Tyled Lodge.—P. D. -
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« ¢ Story!-——Lord bless you!-—I have none to tell! I
was anxious to see a Lodge of Brethren at work; and
one of your seceding Members furnished me with answers
to a few questions which. he said would. be proposed. in
the Tyler's. room, and for a frolic I was determingd to
test their truth, as, at the very worst, I could only be
rejected, which I did not conceive would be. either a
disappointment or a disgrace; for, to say the truth, I
scarcely expected to gain admittance into the Lodge.’

“ What was to be done? The dilemma was preali!}ﬁ;
and various opinions were proposed and discussed, whi
the delinquent was securely locked up in the preparing-
room, and left in darkness to his own agreeable reflec-
tions. The confusion in King Agramante’s ca.m% so well
described -hy Ariogto, where one said one thing and
another the reverse, may convey some idea of the con-
sternation which -ensued. All spoke together, and the
reins of aunthority seémed to have been unnaturally
snapped asunder; for the R. W. M: had retired with his
‘Wardens behind the pedestal, leaving the Brethren in the
body of the room to denounce or threatep at their,
pleasuré ; and their objurgations were rathey amusing !
than otherwise. One or two young members, in the
exuberance of their zeal, thoughtless and ill-judging,
like sailors at the prospect of a wreck breaking. o%an the.
spirit-room, jumped upon the benches, like Victor Hugo’s
scholars in Notre Dame," vociferating,—* Out with him!..
Down with the intruder! Turn him out! :
"« QOthers were more moderate. QOne Brother observed,

in a deprecatory tone .of voice: ¢ He ought not to have

been admitted.” A fat Brother, with a red face peering
from under a periwig and queue, who had not taken the
trouble, amidst all this exeitement, to move from his'seat,
quietly asked, ¢ Who examined him ?” And others, acting
under the impulse-8o universally displayed by the youn

men on the bench, were clamorous that the watch shoulﬁ
}‘)e, called in, and the intruder transferred to the round-

. honse. :

“ Meanwhile, Bro. Dunckerley had matured his plan,
and having ascended into the chair, and given the signal
which appeased the tumult, and brought every Brother
tq his seat in & moment, he said :—

. . 1 The Square anachromises.—P. D. .
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¢ ¢Bretliren,—~I need not téll you that we are placed
at this moment in a situation where a false step may
involve not only this Lodge.but ‘the entire Craft in
unknown difficulties. It was the maxim of Socrates,—
it is well to punish an enemy, but it i8 better to make
him your friend. Now we must not content ourselves
with asking who examined him? or why he'was admit-
ted? for he is actually amongst us; and it is too late to
prevent the intrusion. And if we were to adopt that
worthy Brother's advice who recommeuded him to be
turned out, the matter would not be greatly mended ;—
the principal difficulty would still remain. I conceive,
therefore, that the wisest course we can pursue under
these untoward circumstances will be, to use our best
endeavors towards converting this temporary evil into a
permanent benefit, as the bee extracts honey from the
most poisonous flowers, by transforming the unwelcome
cowan into a.worthy Mason. For this purpose I propose
that-—if his station in life be not objectionable—the pro-
vision of our bye-laws respecting the admission of candi-
dates be suspended in this single instance, and that he be
initiated on the spot.’ :

¢ The proposition was regularly seconded by the S. W.,
and was unanimously agreed to; and the intruder was
again introduced by the Senior E. A. P., for we had in
our Lodges at that time neither Deacons nor Inner
Guard. The R. W. M. first examined him as to his resi-
dence, trade, and respectability of character; and these
- inquiries being satisfactorily disposed of, the question was
E;opbsed, whether he would adopt the alternative of

eing made a Mason, to avoid the disgrace of being posted
as an impostor.

‘“He said nothing could be more acceptable to his
wishes. In fact, it was the very proposal he intended
to make himself, as an atonement for his error, and a
means of wipin(gi away his disgrace. He accordingly re-
ceived the first degree, and not only proved an excellent
and zZealous Mason, but in due course rose to the chair of
the Lodge.

- « The origin of the above significant watchword,” con-
tinued the Square, prosingly, as if he was taking credit
to himself for communicating some very important secret
which was known to none but himself,—¢ Don’t speak !’
—he ejaculated, in-a sharp and eager tone of voice, as I
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exhibited indications of a reply,— Don’t speak, and you
shall hear! 1In our time, a'cowan, or over-curious unini-
tiated person, who was detected in the fact of listening,
or attempting to procure, by any undue means, a know-
ledge of the peculiar seerets of iﬁu‘onry, was termed -an
eavesdropper, from the nature of the infliction to which
he was subjected. He was placed under the eaves of a
bouse in rainy weather, and retained there till the drop-
pings of the water ran in at the .collar of his coat, and
out at his shoes, and, therefore, the phrase, ‘it rains,’
indicates that a cowan is present, and the proceedings
must be suspended. '

“ Bro. Dunckerley always endeavoured ‘to keep the
Lodge in good humour, and it was seldom, indeed, that
he was unsuccessful. He adopted a very judicious
method of lecturing, which never failed to interest the
most careless Brother. His lectures were often delivered
extemporaneously, and interspersed with amusing anec-
dotes. He knew the value of that Horatian maxim,
Misce stultitiam consiliss brevem, and used it with & most
beneficial effect. -He was an acquaintance of the cele-
brated lexicographer Dr. Johnson ; and I remember, on
some particular occasion, whep the Lodge was remark-
ably full, he entertained the Brethren, at the close of a
copious illustration of the Theological and Cardinal Vir-
tues, with the following characteristic sketch. A person
in company with Ursa Major, as the learned doctor was
sometimes denominated, said he had been so unfortunate .
as to displease Dr. Johnson, and, wishing to reinstate
himself in his good opinion, thought hé could not do it
more effectually than by decrying such light amusements
as those of tumbling and rope-dancing. In particular,
he -asserted that a rope-dancer was, in his opinion, the
most despicable of human beings. Johnson (awfully
rolling himself as he prepared to speak, and -burstin% out
into a thundering tone) said, ‘Sir, you might as well say
that St. Paul was the most despicable of human beings.
Let us beware how we petulantly and ignorantly traduce
a character which puts all other characters to shame.
Sir, a rope-dancer concentrates in himself all the Theo-
logical and Cardinal Virtues. We will begin with- Tem-
peramce. Sir, if the joys of the bottle entice.him one
meh beyond the line of sobriety, his life or his limbs must
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pay the forfeit.of his excess. Then, sir, there is Faith -
without unshaken confidence in his own powers, and full
assurance that the rope is firm, his temperance will be
of little advantage; the unsteadiness of his nerves will
prove as fatal as the intoxication of his brain. Next, sir,
we have Hope: a dance so dangerous who ever exhibited
{unless lured by the hope of fortune or fame? Charity
next follows: and what instance of Charity shall be
‘opposed to that of him who, in the hope of administering
to the gratification of others, braves the: hiss of multi-
tudes, and derides the dread of death? Then, sir, what
man will withhold from the funambulist the praise of
Justice, who considers his inflexible uprightness, and
that he holds hig balance with so steadya hand as neither
to incline to the one side or the other? Nor, in the next
place, is his Prudence more disputable than his justice.
Axnd, sir, thege who shall refuse to the rope-dancer the
applahses due to temremnce, faith, hope, charity, justice,
and prudence, yet will scarcely be so hardened as to deny
him the laurels of fortitude. He that is content to totter
on a cord while his-fellow-mortals tread securely on the
broad basis of terra firma—who -performs the jocund
evolutions of the dance on a superficies compared with
_which the verge of a precipice 18 a stable station, may
rightfully snatch the wreath. from the conqueror and the
martyr—may boast that he exposes himself to hazards
from which he might fly to the.eannon’s mouth as a
refuge or a relaxation! Sir, let us now be told no more
. of the infamy of the rope-dancer!”  ~ _

" The masonic career of Bro. Dunckerley was brilliant
as the stately progress.of a comet amidst the permanent
orbs of heaven; and he was regarded, according to the
testimony of an eminent contemporary, as a great ma-
sonic luminary. He was truly a Master in Israel; and,
by the powerful efficacy of his moral example, controlled
the destinies of the Order, which

—¢From pole to pole,
" Its sacred law expands,
Far as the mighty waters roll,
To bless remotest lands.’

And his memory, will be dear toevery trye-hearted
Brother as long as Masonry shall endure. When his
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éar of office expired, the Brethren earnestly entreated
im to retain possession of the chair; but his public
duties left him no time to devote to the business of a
private Lodge, and he felt himself obliged to decline the
offer, although he expressed his extreme reluctance to
dissolve his connection with a ‘Society of Brethren,
amongst whom he had enjoyed so many hours of unal
loyed happiness. - - -
" & He did not, however,” the Square continued, as if he
knew not when he had said enough in praise of this dis-
tinguished Brother, *“he did not. cease to evince, on all
occasions, an anxious desire to promote the sacred cause
of Masonry long after his resignation of the Chair of our
Lodge ; and under his able superintendence the affairs of
‘his Previnces were prosperous and well managed ;1 for.

15 Amongst other instances of benefits which were derived from his
zeal and activity as. a P. G. My, may be mentioned with ¢commenda-
tioh, his resuscitation of the old Lodge, No. 59, according to the
authority of the engraved Lists; but numbered -39 in the printed
Quarterly Communications, holden at the White Bear in Bath, which
was established May 13, 1733, and its union with the Royal Cum- -
berland Lodge in that: city. No. 309, in 1784, The lattér had been
recently instituted by himself} and he projeoted the junction to
enable it to take ence ini the Province by the adoption of -the
former number, which, at the closing up of the Lists.of Lodges in
1792, was advanced.to No. 36. I have the pleasure of offering.to my
readers the following reminiscence of this eminent Mason, extraoted
from fhe private M%S. of Bro. Charles Phillott, a banker in Bath,
who was initiated by Bro. Dunckerléy, and proved, for many years,
an active and zealous member of the ]godge. ‘It appears to have beéen
the first meeting after the union ef the two Lodges. :

*At a Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons called the Royal
Cumberland Lodge, held at the Bear Inn, in the city of Bath, on
‘Wednesday, the 11th day of Angust, 1784, pursuant to a Warrant-of
Dispensation for that- purpose, under the har@l and seal of Thomas
Dunckerley, Esq., Provincial Grand Master for the counties of Essex,
Gloucester, Dorset, and Somerset, bearing date the.7th day of August,
1784. The following Brethren were assembled.

¢ Brother Thomas Dunckerley, P. G. M.—M. pro tem.

¢ - William Street, S. W.—pro tem.
o Milborne West, J. W.—pro tem.
o ghomai Wos::l, T.—pro tem.
L twood, .
DI G éMembers of the said T0dge..
¢ John Smith, P.G. 8y. .
o il)‘homaAs Wl’ggﬂle y l(?} % Stew.
“ eter Appleby, P. . Stew.
“  William ﬁiro{aﬂ.

“A Lodge of the first degree was opened in due form, and it was

Visitors.
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Freemaspury was all in all to Bro. Dunckerley, whether
as an employment, an amusement, or & medium for the
practice of every moral and secial duty. He gave:
numerous masonic partjes at Ham;{ton Court, where he
resided, to eminent Brethren ip all classes of society,
amongst whom I gould name, if I.were so disposed,
many estimable men, whose virtues .shed a lystre..on
their rank and title; and where was the Brother who
did not covet the honour of a card te these most agree-
able reunions? Nor did his profuse hospitality, though
it trenched awfully on his purse and his time, prevent
his regular attendance on the public meetings and festi-
vals of the Craft, and particularly in those provinces
where he held rank. ut it made him poor. And,
coupled with hit liberality, which never suffered a needy
Brother to apply in vain, his pecuniary difficulties ceased
only with hisgjfe Quando. ullum inveniemus parem? He
died at Portsmouth, a.n. 1795, at ‘the age of 71 years,
universally lamented by the Fraternity.”

proposed and unanimously agreed that Charles Phillott, of ~the said
city of Bath, Banker, be made a Mason. ,He wag ealled in; received
the first degree, and the Lodge was theri closed. After which a Lodge
of the second degrée was opened, when our Brother Charles Phillott
was passed, and the Lodge closed.” - :

B A writer (Fidus) in. The Freemasons’ Quarterly Review, 1842,
“exclaims, when reeordins this event, * Alas! for ~,{mmﬂ.n nature!
Bro. Dunckerley’s maseni¢ example was lost on his son, who embit-
tered. the last years of his exfstence. Extravagance straitened the
means—disorderly conduct afflicted the mind of the fond, unhappy
parent. Every means were tried ineffectually to reclaim the wretohed
son. . At his éther’s.denth, there being no provision left, he became
& wanderer and an outcast. . Atlast he became a bricklayer’s labourer,
and was seen cerrying a hod on his shoulders, ascending a ladder!
This poor fellow's misfortunes and misconduct at length terminated,
and the grandson of a king died in a cellar in-St. Giles’s.”
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- CHAPTER VIL

DISCIPLINE.—DR. DODD
1772—-1777.

¢ Sezets, senhors, e aiats pas;
80 que direm ben eacoutas ;
Car la lisson, es de vertat,
Non hy a mot de falsetat.”
RayxouarD.

« Silent be they, and far from hence remove,
By scenes like ours not likely to improve ;
o never paid the honour'd muse her rights,
Who senseless lived in wild, impure delights ;
1 bid them:- onoe, I bid them twice begone,
1 bid them thrioe, in still a louder tone:
Far hence dt;_part, whilst we with voice and song,
Our solemn feast, our tuneful nights prolong.”
ARISTOPHANES.—Beloe's Translation.

¢ Freemasonry annihilates all parties, conciliates all private opin-
‘fons, and renders thosé who, by their Almighty Father, were made of
one blood, to be also of one heart and one mind ;—Brethren bound,
firmly bound together by that indissoluble tie, the love of their God,
and the love of their kind.”—Dz. Dopb.

“Ir was the observation of a wisdom greater than
man can boast,” said the Square, resuming its Revela-
tions, “ that a house or kingdom divided against itself
cannot stand; and experience proves the soundness of
the axiom. This proverb may be applied with great
gl(')opriety to an institution whose members are segregated

m the rest of the world by obligations, customs, and
laws of a peculiar nature, yet retain their independence
of character by a perfect freedom of thought and action.
In such a society a judicious ruler is absolutely essential,
not merely to its prosperity, but to its very existence.
If the shepherd be careless or inefficient, the flock will be
scattered abroad. It will be in vain to apply stimulants.
All love for the institution will vanish i.fl;t the food
which gives it-vitality and freshness. -

: 8
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«Unity is the mainspring of Freemasonry. Destro
that, andy the muchineryp mﬁ fall in pieces. The divinz
science will be unattractive, if divested of its divinity or
vivifying power. When the soul has departed, the body
becomes a putrid mass of worthless carrion. It will be
a difficult matter to preserve the links in the chain of
unity unbroken, unless the Master pursue an accommoda-
ting policy, which may cause the Brethren to be mutunally

leased with each other’s society, accompanied by an
inflexible regard to discipline, which, while it allows
freedom of action, will preserve inviolable the respectful
submission that is due to the chair, as its undoubted and
unalienable prerogative.

¢ These remarks,” continued the Square, ‘“have arisen
out of the condition of our Lodge at the point of time
to which events have gradually conducted us; for I have
now the misfortune to record another melancholy in-
stance of mismanagement and its.consequences; which
will show that a man may be extremely clever and
intelligent in the ordinary business of life, and yet be
incapable of conducting the affairs of a Lodge, so as to
produce unanimity amongst the Brethren, and prosperity
to the Institution. -

“Qur next Master, who was installed on St. John’s
day, Dec, 27, 1771, a8 Bro. Dunckerley’s successor, was
a medical practitioner of some repute. Being an intelli-
gent young man, and fond of Masonry, he had passed
through the preliminary offices creditably, and had not
onl acquirqdp a competent knowledge of the Lectures
and ceremonies, but to a certain extent possessed the con-
fidence of the Brethren. . )

“But, alas! my friend, with all this sail, he wanted
ballast. Like Sterne’s Yorick, he was utterly unpractised
in the world; and at the age-of thirty, knew just about
as well how to steer his course in it, as a romping, un-
suspicious girl of thirteen. His ,great failing was a
constitutional infirmity which biased his judgment with
respect to the progress of time. Tempus fugic was.no
motto for him. He could not understand it, And, conse-
quently, he seldom kept an appointment with any degree
of punctuality. His friends and patients had frequent
occasion to complain of neglect and disappointment in
expected professional visits, and the receipt of medicine.
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In a word, procrastinotian became a habit, and he strove
not to conquer it. .

“When first installed into the Chair of our Lodge, he
appeared likely to realize the expectations of his support-
ers, and prove an excellent ans irreproachable Master.
But it was soon found that he had no firmness of charac-
ter. Serieus personal - disputes were allowed to be
introduced into the Lodge, which, finally, deprived him
of .the power to conimand. And the rems of aathority
being once relaxzed, confusion usurped the place of order,
~—discussion was confined within no decent limits,—the
disputants were clamorous to be heard,—all spoke
together,—sometimes half a dozen Brethren being on
their legs at onee, till the Lodge became a type of Bed-
lam. Some Brethren were expelled, others withdrew,
and Bro. Dunckerley soon ceaseg to attend in his place.

“The corpus delicti was in the R. W. M., who was fre-
quently admonished in private by some judicious friends;
but he was as obstinate as the Abbess of Andouillet’s
smules. You might bou, bou, bou,—fou, fou, fou,—gre,

e, gre,—tre, tre, tre,—to all eternity; he was perfectly
msensible o every thing but his own egregious vanity;
and even if you gave him a smart cut with the whip, to
rouse his sluggish zeal into activity, he would merely
switch his tail,—the nrule was still a mule,—and remain-
ed so to the end of the chapter.

#] have mentioned his want of  punctuality,”.said the
Square. “This was" another” failing which produced
strange consequences; -but it appeared to be insuperable,
and not to be suptpressed. After & few months, he began
to be a quarter of an hour, then half an hour behind his
time, sometimes an hour. This conduct, as it was
nightly repeated, disgusted the Brethren; and they gradu-
ally dropped off, when the Master did not appear at the
time named in the summons. They refused to wait,
because it introduced another evil of no small magni-
tude; it delayed the closing of the Lodge to an untimely
hour, which proved a source of great inconvenience to
many of the old members.

* ¢ This unpropitious course was continued, until, from
8 Lodge of thirty or forty Brethren, in constant attend-
ance, which was the usual average number during Bro.
Dunckerley’s rule, they dwindled away to such an
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extent, that when' the R. W. M. made his appearance, an
hour, perhaps, too late, it frequently happened that he
did not find a sufficient number of Erethren present to
perform the opening oeremony; snd they were obliged
to separate, weary and dissatisfied. '

«Several of the members, récollecting the example of
Bros. Dagge and Dunckerley, exerted their influence te

revent the consequences of such extraordinary conduct;

ut the new R. W. M. was too much wedded to his own
system of mismanagement to listen to their suggestions.
He knew no'law but his own will and pleasure, and the
Brethren had only this alternative,—to suecomb or se-
cede; and many of them chose the latter. They gave
him every fair chance to retrieve his error; but nothi
could rouse him from his lethargy; and the utter dissolu-
tion of the Lodge was anticipated, unless some alteration
took place in his conduct.

“It is evident,” the Square continued, *that he was
exceedingly annoyed at this gradual defalcation of the
Brethren, because, at length, to the astonishment of
every member present, he made the following extraordi-
nary proposition from his place in the Lodge: ¢ That in
future, every officéer who is not in attendance before the
expiration of five minutes beyond the prescribed time of
opening the Lodge, shall be subject to & fine in the fol-
lowing proportion. The R. W. M. half a crown; the
‘Wardens one shilling each; and the inferior officers six-
pence for each offence; and that the operation of the law
commence on the next Lodge night, whether it be »
Lodgre of emergency or otherwise.’

« This proposition was, of course, carried nem. con.,
and the only wonder was, that he should emaunate from
the Chair, as it was universally believed that he had made
a tod for his own back, and that he would be the first,
and perhaps the only delinquént. And to establish the
deeree more firmly, like the law of the Medes and Per-
sians, which altereth not, he called on the secretary to
hand him the minute-book, and he made the entry with
his own hand, and read it publicly in the ears of all
the Brethren. :

*“On the next Lodge night,” the Square went on to
ey, *“the Brethren were all present at the time named
m the summons, except the ﬁ. W.M.; and after wait-
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ing a full hour, he made his sppemnc:a, a8 uspal, in a
very great bustle, and opened the Lodge. As soon as
the minutes of the last Lodge had been read and con-
firmed, an aged Brother rose, and observed that, as the
R. W. M. had broken his own law, it was only just that
he should pay the penalty, and requested him to hand
over to the treasurer the sum of half a crown, to give effeot
%0 his own proposition, and as an example to other Breth-
ren who might violate the rule in future. The R. W.
M. replied without hesitation, that he had been profes-
sionally engaged, and, therefore, was not liable, and that
if another word was said about the matter he would
vacate the chair, and withdraw himself from the Lodge,
as a subscribing member, which, he added, in its present
divided state, would effectually extinguish it.

“ At this announcement the Brethren were surprised
and disgusted, and several members rose and protested
against .the conduct of the R. W. M., as equally unma~
sonic and ungentlemanly. The- Master was loud in his
reply, and so were they in the rejoinder. And after this
extraordinary display of weakness and petulance com-

bined, the Brethren vanished as rapidly and certainly as the.

s[imrks from a sheet of paper consumed by fire, atter the
blaze is exhausted; and a few only were left to sustain
the.integrity of the Lodge. :

“ From this unfortunate dispute, the Lodge with difi-

culty recovered. The meetings became gradually smaller
and more *beautifully less,” until the Lodge drew to an -

end, like a tale that is told. And this once celebrated
Society ‘would have been an extinct tradition, if extra-
neous aid had not been secured to prevent so sad a catas-
trophe. But, fortunately, there came to the rescue, af;
the last extremity, a popular and talented Brother, who
restored the equipoise, and saved the Lodge from disso-
lation.

¢ In the preceding Revelations,” the Square continued,
« you will not fail to have remarked that the Lodge had
undergone many vicissitudes, but never, till this present
year, did it approach so nearly to the verge of complete
decay. In fact, s preliminary meeting of the Brethren
was held, as the year drew towards its conclusion, te
determine whether it would not be expedient to resign
the Warrant, and unite with some other Lodge, ssseversl
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of the members had already done, when a Brother inei-
dentally mentioned the popularity of Dr. Dodd, and ex-
pressed his regret that he was not a member; for it
appeared to him indubitable, that, if this celebrated
Brother were elevated to the Chair, the Lodge would not
only be saved, but also restored to its former state of
solvency. ’ . :

« The hint was taken, and a deputation was commis-
sioned to invite Dr. Dodd to become a member of the
Lodge, and-to accept the office of its R. 'W. M., as he
had already acted in that capacity more than oncé in
other Lodges, with distinguished success.

“Now, I need not tell you,” said the Square, paren-
thetieally, ¢ that Dr. Dodd was an eloquent and talented
man, and an assiduous and zealous Mason. He had long
been a J)opula.r preacher, and his learning and zeal recom-
mended him to the notice of his superiors in the Church.
His activity and promptitude in advocating charitable
institutions became proverbial; and whenever it was
found necessary to replenish the funds of a benevolent
establishment, the suggestion was,—¢ Ask Dodd to preach
for it;’ and the experiment was generally' attended with-
success. The honours of his profession were not denied
him ; for he was Rector of Hockliffe and Winge, Preben-
dary of Brecon, Chaplain to His Majesty, and- Grand
Chaplain of Free and Accepted Masons.

“The deputation consisted of Brothers Captain George
Smith, Minshull, and Dr. Sequiera; and when these
worthy Brothers arrived at Dr. Dodd’s residence, the
rev. gentleman was mounting his horse at the door ; but,
at the request of the deputation, with all of whom he
was on terms of intimacy, he threw the reins to his
servant, and entered the house in their company.

“On being admitted, ' the subject of their mission
was opened by Captain Smith with becoming gravity and
respect. He stated, in energetic language, the continued

rosperity of the Lodge under several eminent

asters, and particularly Bros. Desaguliers, Manning-
ham, and Dunckerley; touched with great delicacy on
the most glaring instances of mismanagement committed
by the present R. W. M., whose tenure of office was,
fortunately, on the eve of expiring, and the consequent
prostration of .the Lodge by the secession -of its mest
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valuable members, all, or the ter of whom, he
said, would certainly return, if the Lodge should be able
to- resume its functions under an.efficient Master, whose
pularity and position in the Order might have a ten-
ncy to restore its {)rimitive reputation as one of the
oldest Lodges on the list, and the possessor of this,—the
jewel of Sir Christopher Wren,—exhibiting me,” added
the Square, with no little pride, * else how should I have
been able to detail the particulars of this important in
terview? And Caf)tain Smith concluded by expressing
a hope that Bro. Dodd would accede to the unanimous
wishes of all the old members, aud accept the office of
R. W. M. of the Lodge. ,
¢ The Rev. DoctonreE]ied that, although his. time was
rather limited, as he had a sermon to preach for an
interesting charity on that very day, and tEAt, in fact, he
ought to be on his journey, yet he hoped to be able to.
yare half an hour for deliberation. ¢But you will par-
~ doun me,’ he added, *if,—while I express my gratification
at the preference you have shown me,—I hesitate before
I finally consent to take upon myself the responsible
duty you propose, under circumstances so difficult and
adverse as those you have had the candour to explain. I
am not altogether ignorant of the unpropitious manage-
ment of the Brother to whom you %ave alluded, and
deeply regret that a young man of estimable character
and high attainments sheuld be so inconsiderate as to
compromise himself and you by a succession of injudi-
.cious acts, which, I am sure, on mature consideration,
his conscience cannot approve. .
~ «¢«However,’ he continued, ‘the mischief, it appears,
has been. inflicted, and it only remains to consider how
we are to provide an effectual remedy. You are pleased
to think it possible that I may be instrumental in the
restoration of the Lodge to its primitive statu quo, which
was rather high. If I were fully assured that such would
be the result, I might be induced to ¢ gird up my loins’
to the tdsk; but I am afraid, from your own showing,
that several of your most influential members have not
only withdrawn from the Lodge, but have taken a final
leave of it, by actually uniting themselves to otlgr more
flourishing .societies; and they might feel great delicacy
in diseolving their new connection to return to the em-
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braces of their firft love. It is, therefore, probable that,
m anticipating the re-union of all the old members, you
have taken too wide a margin. Nor can you be ignorant
that, without their concurrence and active ce-operation,
our prospects of a successful issue may reasonably be
considered doubtful. But,’ he added, abstractedly, and
half aloud, ¢dissolve,—a Lodge like this dissolve,—it
must not be, it cannot be permitted, although the chances
appear to be against it.’

“ ‘He(llp us, then, with your influence and experience,
my good Brother,’ said Dr. Sequiera. ‘You will have
the most animating [l)rospect of success. The difficulty
to which you have alluded has.been foreseen, and meas-
ures have been taken to test its accuracy. Several of the
seceding Brethren haye been applied to personally to as-
certain their sentiments on this point, and, with few ex-
ceptions, they have all expressed their approbation of the
proposed plan to resuscitate the Lodge, and have pledged
themselves to reunite with the Brethren, on receivin
an assurance that a Brother of Dr. Dodd’s eminence shal
have been elevated to the chair.’

“Not to detain you longer on this point,” the Square
continued, swinging itself majestically round on one of its
gilver limbs, ¢ as I have many other revelations of great
importance to make res?ecting the doings of Masonry in
the eighteenth century, 1 will merely add that, after a few
other minor objections had been (;;sposed"of, Dr. Dodd
consented to be put in nomination for the chair of the
Lod?e at the ensuing choice of officers; for, he said, it
would be discreditable to the Order to suffer such a
Lodge te fall without an effort being made in its behalf.
It may be needless to add, that he was elected unani-
mously, and was installed on St. John’s day, 1772. .

““We found,” said the Square, *“the new R. W. M.
very methodical in all his masonic arrangements; and
hence, you may be certain that his Lodge was placed at
once under a systematic mode of management. He used
ta say that,as the R. W. M. represents the rising sun, he
ought to make his appearance in the east with the un-
varying regularity which his protoype displays. And,
accordingly, the following routine was alwaysspugctually
observed. He opened the Lodge at the exact hour aad
minute exp in the Bye-laws; and from this practice
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he never, on any occasion, deviated. When the I.odge.
was open, and the Officers at their post, the Secretar‘vl
was desired to read the Minutes of the last Lodge, whie
were then formally put for confirmation. If there ha
Egned to be an.initiation, passing, or raising, on the
oks, it took precedence of all other business, and pre-
parations were immediately made for introducing the
candidate. After the ceremony was over, any motion, of
which notice stood on the book, was entertained, and
temperately discussed. Then followed a lecture, adapted
in length to time, for the J. W. was called on to exercise
his peculiar duty at nine o’clock precisely. At the expi-
ration of half an hour, which was spent in cheerful con-
versation, song, and toast, the R, W. Master’s gavel struck
ong, and was followed by a dead silence,—the Lodge was
called from refreshment to labour, with the proper cere-
monies; and the R. W. M. was ?repared to receive pro--
positions of candidates, notices of motions, or any general:
observations for the benefit of Masonry in general, or that
particular Lodge; and at ten the Lodge was closed, and
the Brethren departed to their own homes,—except "at
the quarterly suppers, which were conducted with the
same order and decorum, and broke up at midnight.

“ The consequences of this system of regularity,” the
Square continued, ¢ were soon visible in the increase and
improvement of the members; and many of the Brethren
became so well acquainted with the ritual, and under-
stood the ceremonies so perfectly, as to be fully equal to
the duties of the chair; although, for the succeeding
three years, no one would accept the office of R. W. M.
under an apprehension that the retirement of the present '
Master might perchance deteriorate from the popularity
which the Lodge had so deservedly attained under his
judicious management. It is true that Dr. Dodd fre-
quently expressed a wish to resign the chair at the expi-
ration of his year of office, but he was always re-elected
without a dissentient voice. - '

“ And what.was the secret of this continued popu-

" larity ?” said the Square, interrogatively. “I can tell

eu. It was comprised in a single word—DiscipLINE.
e would never overlook an infringement of the Bye-laws.
On that point he was inflexible. Discipline, he said, wag
the cement of the Order. . Once relax your discipline,
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and the whole fabric will soon be dissolved. Loosen the
cement of the Lodge, and the building will fall to the

ound. The result of this management was, that, dur-
ing the time he held his high office, there was not a single
dispute in the Lodge; and all differences of opinion were
settled so amicably, as to-give entire satisfaction to all
the parties concerned. - y :

*« He never paraded bimself to the prejudice of others,
but embraced every opportunity ¢f ¢ conferring honour
where honour was due”’ Deserving Brethren were
brought prominently forward, as objects of esteem-and
confidence; and-all masonic rewards were accessible to
the industrious Brother; without regard to his sitnation i
life, provided he were a good and worthy man in his
social relations. The Lodge might be compared to a hive
of bees. All were equally industrious; every Brother
discharged, with assiduous punctuality, his individual
duty, without reference to others; order and harmony

revailed amidst the multifarious employment; no jost-

g, no interference with éach other’s work,—all united
in the one great labour of increasing the stock of honey,
until the hive was abundantly stored with its golden
sweetness. ‘ ) : .

« Now, although the attainments of Dr. Doedd in Ma-
sonry were of the highest order, he assumed no airs of
superiority, and was ever ready to communicaté know:
ledge to all who were willing to receive it. His conduct
in' the chair was mild and dignified; and, althongh he.
sustained its authority by suppressing at once and firmly
all attenrpts at insubordination or infraction of the Con-
stitutions, he never took advantage of his power to pro-
mote  any private purposes of his own, or to silence a
temporary ogponent by harshness of manner; or an undue
exercise of the authority vested in him as the Chief. In a
word, the work of the Lodge wasscientifically arranged ;
and a judicious division of labour did not fail to produce
a harmonious result.

~¢During the mastership of Dr. Dodd,” the Square
centinued, ‘“‘a circumstance occurred which I.must- not
pass over in silence, as it displays a discriminating libe-
rality equally with a high sense of duty towards a Bro-
ther suffering under unmerited distress and persecution.
We had at this time a member whom I will call Bro.
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_ Whatson.. He had been in reputable circumstances dur-
ing the early part of his life, but, through unavoidable’
misfortunes, he had gradually declined, until, at length,
kie found it difficult to provide for the necessities of his
family. As he had been for many years a consistent
memger of the Lodge, and uniformly active and zealous,
he was held in great esteem by the %nthren at large.’

- *¢It so happened that he had given mortal-offence to a
certain attorney, who was the most artful of dodgers
(excuse the phrase, but it is not nrsapplied,) and the
magnum of sheriff’s officers; for he was the son of-a
bumbaili?iu-.;nd hdd been the drudge of an attorney’s
office for a dozen years to earn his articles. This worthy -
menaced poor Bro. Watson with ruin, whenever a chance
might drise for effecting it; and every one that knew him -
was satisfied d priori that he would keep his word.
Years passed over without any such chance occurring.
At length, however, Bro. Watson fell into insuperaﬁfe'
d_iﬂi’culties, and, in an unfortunate moment, accepted
from the vindictive lawyer a loan of twenty pounds.
Like the deadly boa-constrictor, he then proceeded te

. wind 'his loathly coils about his. prey, that no hope might
remain of liberation or escape. :

“To secure his viotim, he had delayed his vengeance,-
that it might be the more certain and inevitable. Under
the pretence of friendship, and pity for the poor man’s
necessities, he declined, for three years together, to
receive interest for his money, on the pretext that the
payment might be inconvenient; but, at the end of that
time, he sent in a bill for principal, interest, and law ex-
penses, amounting to thirty pounds, with an intimation,
that if the mony was not paid forthwith, he would arrest
him and throw him into gaol. i

“This was the trump-cdrd,—you shall hear how he
lost the game.

“The above gentle intimation was received by Bro.

" Watson a few days before our regular monthly meeting ;
. and, as the fact became known amengst the Brethren,
the Lodge was numerously attended. After the usual
business had been disposed of, the R. W. M. requested
Bro. Watson to state his case, which he did in simple and
affecting language,—for he was not eloquent,—and the
sympathy of the Brethren was only equalled by their
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disgust at the pettifogger's crooked and disgraceful

cy. -

“ V%'hen Bro. Watson coneluded, Dr. Dodd rose grace-
fully from his chair, and taking out his purse, announced
that he was about to place five guineas in the hands of
the Treasurer, as the nucleus of a subscription, to liberate
their unfortunate Brother from the fangs of his persecu-
tor, expressing, at the same time, a hope that the Breth-
ren would be willing to second his endeavours, and
commending to their consideration the atrocity of the
attempt, and the extreme suffering to which it would
sabject his wife and children, should they permit it to be’
successful. ¢ Whether the attorney winces or -winces not,
is a matter of little moment,’ continued the worthy Doc-
tor. ¢Let the money be paid, and our worthy Brother
be rescued from his pitiless clutches.’ .

“The appeal was responded to with enthusiasm; and
it was at once and unanimously determined to save our
hapless Brother from destruction. For this purpose,
twenty guineas were subscribed on the spot; and it was
resolved mem. dis. that the balance should be taken from
the Lodge fund, as a loan, to be repaid on a future day,
and the debt discharged without the slightest delay.

% The Master and Wardens called on the attorney the
very next day for that purpose; and it is impossible to
express the astonishment which he displayed at hearing
that the money had been raised in'the Lodge on the pre-
vious evening as a voluntary offering to relieve the wants
and alleviate the distresses of a worthy and meritorious
Brother. He could scarcely believe-that such a disinter-
ested instance of benevolence was possible ; but, when
convinced, by ocular demonstration, that it did really
exist, could only say—and the expression was attended
with a most remarkable contortion of visage when he
found his vengeance so effectually defeated—Aye, this
is.the curse of Masonry !

«A few weeks, or it might be months, afterwards,”
my gossipping companion went on to say, “our R. W.
M. was requested to preach a sermon in St. Paul’s church,
at Deptford, for the benefit of some masonic charity—I
forget what it was—and an assertion which he msde from

1 A literal fact.
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the pulpit, that Freemasonry, according  to its
management, is almost exclusively & Christian institution, -
5:% rise to an interesting discussion respecting the ten-

ney of the Order towards Christianity, when practised:
in a Christian country.

« At the next Lodge, when the R. W. M. made ‘the
customary inquiry, whether any Brother had anything to
propose for the good of Masonry in general, or-this Lodge
m particular? a young man named Franco, who attained
the rank of President to the Board of Grand Stewards-in
‘1780, rose and said, that he had an observation to make,
with permission of the Chair, which he trusted would
neither be out of order, as coming within the category of
religious disputes,—which was far from his intention,—nor
uninteresting to the Brethren. ' :

“ Leave being granted, Bro.: Franco . proceeded to
express a doubt whether such & prayer as'we now use at
the initiation of a candidate, concluding. with the words:
‘Endue him with divine wisdom, that he may, with the secrets
of Masonry, be- able to unfold the mysteries of godliness and
Christiansty. This we kumbly beg in the name and for the
sake of Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour,’ can be reasona-
bly applied to.an universal institution like Freemasonry,
which deduces its origin, not only from a period. long
anterior to the advent of Christ, but beyond the reach of
all accredited history. He could not-but conclude such
an appropriation to be sectarian; and he had been much
surprised to hear the same doctrine publicly advocated
from the pulpit by an eminent Christian minister. This’
observation produced a debate.- ' .

“The defence of the Order,” continued the Squ
“ was ir good and sufficient hands. The R. W. M. imme-
distely rose with great solémnity, and said : ¢ Brethren,
in reply to our worthy Brother’s .observation, I will
take this opportunity of explaining my views respectin
the nature and character of Fremasenry as a religious an
moral institntion. You are all aware that the revivers of
our symbolical Order, at the beginning of the present
century, applied themselves with great diligence to the
collection of ancient documents and charges; and,
amongst the rest, they found the identical prayer that
was used in the.Lodges of those worthy and inimitable
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srtist¥ who built our noble. ecclesiastical edificen; and
Brothers Desaguliers and Andersan exercised -a sound
discretion in retaining it in-our improved ceremonial as a
landmark or beacon, to point out to succeeding ages the
religiqus character of the Institution. And for this reason
1 did not hesitate to affirm my belief from the pulpit that
Freemasonry, as it is received in. this country, is essen-
tially—although, perhaps, not exclusively—Christian.:
am not,indeed, ignorant that an adverse opinion, unknown
in former times, has recently been stsrtet{ on the assump-
tien indicated by Bro. Franco, that the Order originated
long before the Christian.era. Altheugh -a. question of
?reat importance, 1 considered it of too exclusive a nature
or discussion in a pulpit. discourse, which is more parti-
cularly intended for general edification. But, as we have
a little spare time, if Bro. Franco will state his objections:
in detail, I will endeavour, as far as. my abilities extend,
to satisfy his inquiries,.and give him the advantage of my
own, researches on this momentous subject.’
< Bro. Franco expressed his gratification at the courtesy
of the R. W. M., and added, that nothing would afford
him greater pleasure than to be enlightened on such an
ingricate inquiry. He was mistrustful of his own ability
to contend with such a learned man and excellent Mason
as Dr. Dodd, and should content himself with simply
naming an argument which agpeared to militate against
the. Christian hypothesis. . He confessed he had not
thought very deeply on-.the subject, but he would s t,
for the conzlydemgozl of the Brethren, whether Mausgog::y,
being coeval with the building of the Temple at Jeru-
salem, which was erected by the Jews, must mot of
necessity be a Jewish institution; and, if this be admit-
ted, it cannot possibly have any connection with Christi-
amity, although practised by Christians in common with
the twelve tribes of Israel. If it be indebted to the
latter for its existence, and its landmarks be unalter-
able, its fundamental principles must be exclusively
Fewish, : ' : .

- ¢ Bro. Dodd replied, that he conceived the argument
to be based on a fallacy arising out of an erroneous view
of the facts. ¢A very slight insight into the design of
Fréemasonry will show,” he said, ‘that, although iis
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morality is more particularly adapted to the genius of
Christianity than to any other religion,”it is, in reality;
neither exclusively Jewish, patriarchal, nor Christian, but
cosmopolite; and, amongst all peoples where it ever
ﬂ’ourisged, it inculcated the morality of their peculiar
religion, and selected its patrons, or parallels, from emi-
nent men of their own tribe and kindred. Thus, for
example, amongst the Noachide, the parallels of Masonry
were Noah and Abraham.; subsequently, Moses and Solo-
mon were substituted; and the Christians chose the two.
St. Johns.

¢ «This,” he continued, ‘was, beyond all doubt, the
doctrine promulgated by Grand Masters Sayer and Payne,
and their associates Desaguliers and Anderson, at the
revival, and established as a permanent and unalterable
landmark of the Order. Freemasonry would sink imnto
disrepute if it were degraded inte a religious sect. How
it could enter into Bro. Franco’s imagination that Free-
masonry is a Jewish institution, I am- at a loss to conjec-
ture, for the Jews never practised Masonry themselves,
or encouraged it in others; and it may be safely conjec-
tured that, even at the present day, there are not a dozen
Jewish Masons in England, and at the revival, in 1717,
there was not one in all the world. Asa Christian, and an
unworthy member of the Church, I believe Jesus to-be
the Son of God; and, as He has said that His religion
- shall ultimately be ‘‘one fold under one shepherd,? I
believe that Christianity, like the rod of Moses, will
swallow up all qthers ; and that Jew and Gentile, Greek
and barbarian, bond and free, will. embrace this universal
system, and Christ shall be all in all. And I confess I

3 A writer of the last century expresses himself thus on this import-
ant subject. * Masonry received its finishing touches, its grand
completing stroke in the glorious display of the Christian Revelation.
Every Christian enters into the true masonic character. The
doctrines, even the most peculiar and sublime doctrines of Christi-
anity, as some of these have been termed, are teﬁln.rdedus holy, and
just, and true, in our Lodges. I may add also that they -are illus-
trated in such a manner as to tend to the settling the pious mind on
the firm basis of a consistént, orthodox belief. It is our principal
endeavour to_form pur minds into the sublimest conceptions of the
Divine Being, and to the most implicit and regular obedience of a]l
‘his dispensations and precepts; and we are, therefore, sensible that
nothing conduceth so well to the accomplishment of these ‘important
ends as the sincere profession of Christianity.”



116 THE RRVELATIONS OF A SQUARS.

was not pregnamd to hear a professing Christian cast &
reflection on his Redeemer, by doubting the universality
of his religion, and pronouncing it .te be nothing more
than a sect.’
«“ Here the R. W. M. resumed his seat,” said the
Square, ¢ and Bro. Dunckerley rose, and, addressing him-
self to'the chair, observed that he concurred in pronouxn-
cing the general construction of Masonry to be cosmo-
polite, and, consequently, demoecratic; yet he would
submit to the consideration of the Lodge, whether the
Lectures which we use are not essentially Christian.®
He conceived that the exclusive appropriation of Masonry
to. the Jews, according to Bro. Franco’s hy];)otheais,
would be a far greater error than making it altogether
Christian; because, amongst the many hundreds of Chris-
tian Lodges, which are spread over the four quarters of
the globe, it is very doubtful whether there be a single
Jewish Lodge in existence. *Besides,” he added, ¢ what
claim can the Jews, as a nation, have to be conservators
of an institution which they certainly never practised, if
we except a féw Grand Superintendents and the Euntered
Apprentices, during the seven years which were occupied
in ‘})reparing the materials for, and building the Temple
at Jerusalem? The expert Masons, the Fellowcrafts, and
Masters, were the Dionysiacs, . ¢. T'yrians and Egyptians;
and they were ranged in separate Lodges, under Hiram
Abiff, Tito Zadok, and their fellows. When the Temple
and Solomon’s other buildings were finished, I cannot find
that these accomplished men held any further communi-

- eation with the people of Israel; but spread themselves
abroad, and practised the art amongst other nations, till
their posterity became famous as the Collegie Fabrorum
of Rome, from whom the Freemasons of the middle ages,
who built our matchless churches and cathedrals, re-
ceived it, and transmitted it faithfully to ns.

8 The writer above a:loted says farther: ¢ The truly enliglitened,
the highly eralted Brethren, must perceive, and will ch y allow,
that the fynrther we proceed in our masonic course, the deeper must
our veneration for the Sacred Soriptures; and in proportion as we
study the mysteries which it contains, so shall we be convinced of the
importance and beauty of the grand dootrines of the Christian system.
With these doctrines the most sublime of our Symbols hold a perfect
unison; and ¥ may add that the latter elucidate the former with a
strong and pleasing lustre.”
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4 «The.argument appears clear and decisive,’ sald the
R. W. M., ‘and if Bro. Franco does 'not see it in the
same light, perhaps hé would have the kindness to state
his peculiar opinions, as I am curious to hear what can
be said on the oppogite side of the question.’ .

« Bro. Franco, being thus appealed to, put . the objec-
tion in another form. ‘I argue,’ said he, ‘asan humble
follower of Jesus, who was boru a Jew and died a Jew.
During his lifetime, he publicly acknowledged that Moses,
and the przﬁlhets, and the kings of Israel, were his prede-
eessors in the great scheme which he himself accomplish-
ed. But while I believe in Jesus, I ‘eannot close my eyes
to- the faet that these very predecessors were the original
founders of Freemasonry, and, therefore, though adopted '

Christians, it has no claim to a Christian erigination.’

¢ Dr. 8equiera thenrose,” said the Square, ¢ and sub-
mitted to the chair that the argument used bg Bro. France
was not sustainable. ¢ Christ,’ he said, ¢ had no prede-

- cessors. ' He himself asserted that he existed before Abra-

ham ; and our great [;,atro’n and parallel, St. John, says
that he was not only before the worlds, but that he was
the Maker of them. It is evident, therefore, that this
Divine Being was anterior t6 Solomon, or Moses; or
Abraham, or Noah, or Adam, the first created man. I
consider it an open question,’ he continued, ¢ whether
the origin of Masonry may be dated from the building of
Solomon’s Temple, or from some earlier period ; but, at
all events, it eannot be an institution exclusively Jew-
ish,—because the Mosaic ‘dispensation itself was not that
univérsal religion which it was predicted should ulti-
mately “ ocover the earth as the waters cover the sea.”
That system was only intended by the Most High to be
temporary, and was strictly limited to the period when
“ the sceptre should depart from Judah;’” and the Messiah
be commissioned to usher in a more perfeét dispensation,
which, in God’s good time, should supersede every other
8 h1;em, and bring all mankind into the sanctuary of
shrist.’ S ' o

% Bro. Franco explained, and expressed his curiosity to
know with what propriety, under these circumstances,
Freemasonry can be termed a universal institation.

«« For this reasom; said Capt. Smith, ¢ becanse it #s
an appendage to a universal religion, of which those of

9
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Brethren present, whether these are not the received
dootrines of the Order, as they are inculcated in dl our
Lodges.’

« The Brethren responded unammously b
token of eoneurrence, and Bro. Franco foun
a minority of one.

¢ When Dr. Dodd retired from office, at Chrwtmu,
1775, he'had created amongst the Brethren a great vene-
ration for his untiring zeal in promoting the general inter-
ests of the Craft ; for his hgemllty in main the
hospitality of the Lodge, and for those secial qualities
which chastened and enlivened the banquet. He had
restored the Lodge to its primitive status, and had earned
ﬁ({lden opinions from every class of the-Brethren ;- and,

e a successful gladiator, he was invested with the Rudis
amidst the acclamations of his fellows.

“In the year 1776,” continued my am compan-
ion, “I had the gratification, under a new Ty of
witnessing the most magnificent spectacle it is possible
to conceive; for it realized the gorgeous description of
the Arabian Tales. I refer to the solemn dedication of
Freemasons’ Hall.® The numerous band of Grand and

¢ As it may Pg:‘m Brethren do not even know when
Freemasons’ ) the P of meeting of the Grand

of Englang, it maybesaﬁxfwtogtothem furnished with
following document, recotded in Noorthouck’s Consts., p. 312. Dut
ring the ooremony of laying the Foundation Stone, the Girand Secre:
tary read the inscription on a plate, which was then deposited in the
stone, as follows :—

* Anno regni Georgu tertii quindecimo
Salutis humanse lmgcnxxv, m%nus Mnil die

Hupo primnm lapidem,

) Aule Latomorum, .
(Anglicd, Free and Accepted Masoms)
Posuerit
Honoratissizous Rob. Edv. dom. Petre, baro

. Petre, de Writtle, .
Summus Latomorum Angliss Magumt
Vino Asmdenhléusn i,
omtumno Rowlando Ho Amﬂgu'o.
Summi Magistri deputato $
Viris qrnatissimis
Joh. Hatch et Hen. Dagge,
Summis Gubernatoribys ;
Plenoque coram Fratrum concuzsm ;
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Paat Grand officers, in full masonie costume ; the galle-
nt:s erowded mtl;‘ ladies of rank and fuh(ilon, prmntin
e appearance of a magnificent parterre decorated wit
& galaxy of exotic flowers dm]mgp:o the eye; a hundred
musicians, vocal and ‘instrumental, placed in the orches-
tra; the Masters and ‘Wardens of private Ledges arrang-
ed, like & holy Sanhedrim, in order of reoe«f:;c upbn
the benches on the floor; added to the splendid and
tasteful decorations in the Hall itself,—produced a coup
@'l which exceeds my powers of rhetoric to describe.
‘ It was a superb sight to behold the Brethren, invest-
ed with the badges a.mig appendages suitable to their rank,
entering the hall from the committee-room, and proceed-
ing.to the throne of Solomon, com the reom three
several times to sweet and heavenly music, amidst the
waving of handkerchiefs and scarfs from the ladies in the
galleries. The Grand Tyler led the way ; then followed
the Lodge, covered with white satin, borne by four serv-
ing Brethren ; after which, the corn, wine and ail, in
covered vessels of gold and silver, carried by Master
Masons of good standing in the Order, followed by the
members of the Hall Committee, and the Brethren of
the Alfred Lodge, Oxford, two and two, in their academi-
cal dress, surmounted by- the insignia ef their several
“ But it will be an unn waste of time,” the
Square interjected, parenthetically, “to describe the
order of a procession which mus$ beperfectly familiar to
you. When the preliminary eeremonies were completed,
and the Lodge placed in the centre of the Hall; when
the three lesser lights, with the gold and silver pitchers

Quo etiam tempore regum, principiumque
trorum favore,
Studioque sustentatum.—Maximos per
Europam
Honores occupaverat
Nomen Latomorum,
Cud insuper nomini summum Angligs
" Conventuni praesse fecerat
Universa Fratrum per otbem multitado,
E ocelo desoendit.
Ivids Zsavrdv.”
wl;hmaﬂﬂomngmwnuma&y.
1778.
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containing the elements of consecration, .were placed
thereon : when the three great lights on a velvet cushion
were deposited upon the pedestal in solemn silence, then
did the heart of every Brother present rebound, like the
war-horse at.the thrilling blast of the trumpet, on hear-
ing the simultaneous burst of harmony from the orches-
tra, whieh introduced the opening symphonies of the
foundation-stone anthem, ..

“To heaven's High Architeot, all praise,’ &o.

which was sung by Mr. Hudson, of St. Paul’s Cathedral,
the choruses being filled up by the whole band. -

¢ The ceremony, I assure you, sir, was very imposing;
and although the eye was satiated with the gorgeous
display, and the ear delighted by the sweet influence of
music, yet the heart of every person in this vast assem-
bly was carried away by the oration of the Grand Chap-
lain, our late R. W. M. Dr. Dodd, whose matchless
eloquence of language and 'grace of delivery riveted the
attention of his audience. And when he pronounced
any particularly fine passage, with all' the energy of
enthusiasm, the acclamations were unbounded; and the
conclusion of the address, after a deep silence of a few
seconds, was hailed with such peals of enthusiastic
cheering, as have scarcely ever since been heard within’
the wa?ls_' of Freemasons’ Hall. The triumph of the
orator was complete.” , .7

“It is a day to be remembered, not only on accournt of
the real interest attached to the ceremony, but from the
importance of its results; for it constitutes the first
onward step that had been taken since the revival to
place Freemasonry on a permanent footing, as one of
those beneficial institutions which reflect so much glory
on the island of Great Britain, and mark its inhabitants
as a people celebrated for works of munificent benevo-
lence and unostentatious charity. .

“ This was the closing scene in the popularity of the
unfortunate Dr. Dodd. But as the above oration will
convey his name as a Mason to all posterity, when the
evidences of his excellence as the Kiuter of a Lodge

20'Z"l‘hiaOraﬁonmaybefoundintahe ¢ Golden Remains,” vol. ii., p.
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would be buried in oblivion if I had not thus placed it
on permanent record by revealing the particulars to you,
I will briefly fill up, for your satisfaction, the general
outline of Lis history ; for I remember him well, and
is entitled to pity and commiseration. :
 His eareer, though brilliant, was brief; for an insa-
tiable craving for popularity was his rock ahead, and
embittered his otherwise unstained course. To this
unworthy object he sacrificed talents of a high order,
fame, honour, reputation, and character. Dum vivimus,
vivamus, was his motto, and in the auctipn of life, he
bid freely for a short and merry lot. The admiration
which his eloquence commanded was amply sufficient to
buoy him up with bright anticipations of still higher
preterment, and he might have succeeded to the full
extent of his wishes, had he possessed a common share
of prudencé. But he was too thoughtless, open-hearted,
and impatient to wait the slow and steady progress of
events. Public applause was the idol before which he
bowed the knee—riches and honours were the objects of
his ambition; and, as might be expected, his deities were
unpropitious ; they deserted him in his need, and disgrace
and death followed in their train. -
“He was fond of expemsive amusements,” continued
the Square, ¢ too fond, alas! for his peace of mind, or for
the continuance of his popularity; and he entered more
freely than became his cloth into the licentious pleasures
of the times, and lived in'a lavish profusion, which his
limited means did not justify. Thus, when his creditors
were clamorous for a settlement of accounts which he
did not possess the means of liquidating, he became
restless and morose, and resorted to unlawful practices
for the purpose of recruiting his exhausted finances.
¢“The fact is, he mistook his vocation. If a tailor
were to undertake the building of a church, or a stone-
mason the construction of a court dress, they would both
undoubtedly fail, and subject themselves to derision and
contempt. Neither ought a clergyman to meddle in
secular affairs, and particularly with the abstruse and
dangerous practice of dabbling in bills and acceptances.
Our unhappy Brother was too thoughtless to foresee the
robable consequences of such a course; and in an evil
our, to the universal sorrow and regret of all his friends,
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he fa a.cheque on Lord Chesterfield, his former
g:})il, or £4,200, in the hope of being able to redeem it

ore it became due. This hope failed him—his Lord-
ship was inexorable, and poor Dodd being capitally
convicted of the forgery, was deprived of his chaplaincy,
and expelled by the Grand Lodge; and, notwithstanding
the most energetic exertions were used for a commuta-
tion l:f the sentence, he suffered the extreme penalty-of.
the law.”®

8 The celebrated Dr. Johgson was one of his friends, snd. he has.
left behind him the following testimony to his merits as a Christian
divine. *Of his publio mxmat:yjl the means of judging were suffi-
ciently attainable. He must be allowed o preach well, whose sermons
strike lis audience with foroible conviction. Of his life, those who
thought it consistent with his doctrines, did not originally form false
notions. He was at first what he endeavoured to make others; but
the world broke down his resolution, and he in time ceased to exem-
plify his own instructions.. Let those who are tempted te his faults
tremble at his punishment; and those whom he impressed from the
pulpit with religious -sentiments, endeavour to confirm them by ocon-
sidering the regret and self-abhorrence. with which he reviewed, in
prison, his deviations from rectitude.””
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CHAPTER VIII.

' DISPUTES.—WILLIAM PRESTON.'

- 1777—-1779.
« Arma viramque cano.”—VIRGIL. '
¢ Pardon thine enemy, and have manliness of heart enough to do
him . 'This generous sacrifice, one of the most exalted precepts

of religion, will awaken in thep the most benignant sensations ; thou

wilt represent the image of the Deity, who with adorable kindness

ns the errors of men, disregarding their. ingratitude, and pours

wn his blessings u&bn them. Always recollect that this is the

most glorious victory thy reason can obtain uver the brutal instinots ;

and thy motto be—* A Mason forgets only injuries, never benefits. **
—MABONIC EXHORTATIONS : From the German.

“1 object to you strongly on the soore of your processions ;- and I
object to you still more decidedly on the score of your secret. You
are a gecaret soclety, held together by a stringent oath; now I hold
that wherever there is mystery there 1s iniquity.”’— The Anti- Masonic
Vicar, in * Stray Leaves.”” ) . .

In the earliest part of my existence,” the Square
continued, *“1 heard the venerable and excellent Bisho
Hall preach, and he said, very strongly, in his usus
antithetical manner, ¢ One man may kindle a fire which
all the world cannot.quenel. One.plague-sore may
infect a whole kingdom. One artful partisan will do
more to, seduce others into evil, than twenty just and
upright men.’ '

“This truth will be amply verified in the followti
Revelations ;: for I have now. before me the irksome
of communicating the garticulars of an unhappy dispute
between our oldest Lodge and the Grand LoSge itself.

« The recollection of it i8 by no means pleasing; but as a
most indefatigable and successful Mason, wiose name
will descend with honour to posterity, was a party in
the quarrel, it must not be suppressed, for every eyent.in
the career of such a man cannot fail to be interesting to
the Fraternity. :
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¢ As a moveable Jewel,” continued the Square, “I
became the ropert}y of Bro. Preston, in the year of poor
Doctor Dodd’s misfortune. He had served the office of
R. W. M. of the Lodge of Antiquity, in the precedi

ear, when he published a new edition of his celebra

llustrations. of Masquory.! I assure you, sir, Bro. Pres-
ton was no common man. He was a Scotchman by birth,
and came to London in the year 1760, soon after which
he was initiated in a Lodge, meeting at the White Hart,
Strand, under the Constitution- of the Ancients, as they
denominated themselves, although in reality, their system
had not been in existence more than thirty years, and
~arose, a8 I bave already intimated, out of a schism in,
and secession from, the Grand Lodge of England. There,
hewever, Bro. Preston first-saw the light. But, being
doubtful, on their own showing, whether the Brethren with
whom he was associated were not acting in .defiance of
legitimate authority, he left them and procured admission
into a regular Constitutional Lodge, at the Talbet,
Strand? From this time he devoted his attention to the

1 «lustrations of Masonry, by William Preston.” London,
Williams, 1772. Second Edition, London, Wilkie, 1775. Third
Edition, translated into German by Meyer, Stendal, Frauzen, and
Grosse, 1776. Fourth Edition, 1780. A new Edition, with addi-
tions, London, Wilkie, 1781. A new Edition, London, Wilkie, 1788,
Another Edition, London, 1792. Ninth Edition, London, 1799.
Tenth Edition, London, Wilkie, 1801. * Illustrations of Masonry,
selected from Preston, Hutchinson, and others; to which is prefixed
the Funeral Service, and a variety of other Masonic Information.
By John Cole.” London, Jordan, 1801. The first American Edi-
tion, Alexandria and Fredricksberg, Coltorn and Stéwart, 1804.
Twelfth Edition, London, Wilkie, 1812. ¢ Hlustrations of Masonry,
by the late W. Preston; with Additions and Corrections, by Stephen
Jones, P. M. of the Lodge of Antiquity.” Thirteenth Edition.
London, Whitaker, 1821. ourteentthdxﬁon, with additions to the
Eresent time, and copious Notes, by the Rev. G. Oliver, D. D. Lon:

on, Whitaker, Treacher and Co., 1829. Fifteenth Edition, Lon-
don, Whitaker, 1840.

? The account of this transaction given by his biographer, Brother
Stephen Jones, is as follows:—* Soon after his arrival in London, a
number of Brethren from Edinburgh resolved to institute a Freema-
son’s Lodge in the city, under the sanction ef a Constitution from
Sootland ; but not' having succeeded in their application, they were
recommended by the Grand Lodge at Edinburgh to the Ancient
Grand Lodge in London, which immediately granted them & dispen-
sation to form a Lodge, and to make Masons. They accordingly met
&t tho White Hart, in the Strand. and Mr. Preston was the second
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principles of the Craft as enanciated in its Lectures, and
succeeded in effecting a beneficial improvement in the
details of the Order. - S

« It will be worth our while to: retrograde alittle in
point of time, for the purpose of recording the progress
of his exertions. :

« At this period a literary taste was beginning to dis-
play itself\among: all elassesof society, and Bro. Preston
thought that if Kreemasonry was to preserve its stand-
ing it must spread its roots and expand its branches deep
and wide, for the purpose of extending its capabilities to
meet the exigeneies of the times. To promote this salu-'
tary end, -and to rescue the Order from the charge of
frivolity, he gave up a considerable portion of - his leisure
to a revision of the Liectures. .

‘He commenced his design by holding private meet-.
ings with his friends once or twice a week to effect their
improvement, on which occasion all the existing rituals
were discussed with every possible care and attention,
until, by the assistanee of some zealous friends, whom he
had dzguted to visit a variety of Lodges in different

arts of the kingdom, for the purpose of gaining in-
rmation, he succeeded in arranging and digesting the
-whole of the First Lecture. To establish its.vahdity,
he resolved to submit the progress he had made to the
judgment of the Society at large, and on Thursday;
ay 21st, 1772, he gave a banquet, at his own expense,
at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, in the Strand, which
was honoured with the presence: of the Grand Officers
and many other eminent and respectable Brethren. - .

. At his request, the Brethren assembled - early,” sai
the Square, “ and Bro. Preston opened the business .of
the meeting in words to this effect :

‘< Brethren and Friends,—I should scarcely have
taken the liberty of soliciting your attendance here this

person initiated under that dis tion. The Lodge was soon after
regularly constituted by the officers of the Ancient Grand Lodge in

hnving j;&t el‘eim Loég Pmstod t]l]x’ and g:l.;“i'l othl:ar; (?Ef the mem-
g:rs, ined a under the re, ish Constitution,
at the Talbot Inn, in the Strand, they prevailednogn the rest of the
Lodge to petition for a Constitution. Lord Blaney, at that time
Grand Master, readily acquiesced with the desire of the Brethren,
and the Lodge was soon after oonstituted a second time in ample
form by the name of the Caledonian Lodge.” '
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day, had I not conceived that the general inberests of
Masonry might essential advantages from a eonve-
cation of the chief Members of the Craft, to coneider
and deliberate on a measure which couald not take the
initiative in Grand Lodge. I allude to a revision of our
Lodge Lectures, which, I think, ought to keep pace
with the gradual advancement of other branches of Sci-
énce, that the Fraternity may be furnished with an
adequate motive for the exercise of their auﬂmt'{:nd
zesl. is the friend- of Industry, and being
rathér chary of her favours, will not dispense them to
the indolent or indifférent Brother. If he be either too
proud to learn, or-too listless to attend to the gemeral
and particular business of the Lodge, there is good reason
to believe that he will never be a bright and intelligent
Mason. It would have been better not to have sought
admission amongst us, than by a want of diligence to-
have rendered his initiation unproductive of solid advan-
tages. Whatever is worth doing at all, is worth doing
well; and no one can ever attain excellence in any art,
human or divine, without an anxious development of the
prineiples on which it is founded. His heart must be in
the work, or he will never succeed; and Masonry will
yield neither bud, nor blossom, nor fruit,~~he will neither
understand its objects, nor participate in its advantages.
With the name of a Mason, he will remain ignorant of
its secrets, and incapable of estimating their value.

“ ¢« This is one chief reason why so many nominal
Brethren exist amongst us, who know no more of the
aim and end of the Institution than if they had never
seen the light. The bright rays of truth and wisdom
which illuminated their initiation, have been quenched
in darkness, and they have sacrificed, at the unholy
shrine of indolence, such advantages as no ather Institu-
tiorr has the power of offering for their acceptance’®

8 What are these advantages? An American writer, Bro. G. F.
Yates, thus explains them :—* In the most remote times, even as in
the present, the preservation of the arts and sciences was not tha
exoclusive objeet of Freemasonry. The doctrines of the of the
Godhend.theknowl:(}geofﬂlem(}od,lifeudimmo ity be-

ave, universal love, were taught in eur ies;
that love urcalanuamtym”bwl,mdu.am grand
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" ¢ ¢« This vapid and unsatisfactory state of things, Bro.
Preston continued,” said the Square, ¢ ¢ if I am not mis-
taken, would be greatly ameliorated by a reconstruction
of the Lectures, and by investing them with new charms,
more interesting to the imagination and more pleasin
to the mind. esuming, therefore, that the objeet.
the numerous and talented band of Brethren, who have
done me the honour to meet me this day for the pux-
pose of mutual instruction, is a_desire of improving the
mind and enlightening the understanding, it becomes
my duty to éxplain the motives which have induced me
to take the liberty of soliciting your attendance at my
School of Instruction, and to offer some plain suggestions
by which a knowledge of the Science may be attained.

- ¢ <¢The first and most indispénsable requisite for be-
coming a good Mason, is regularity of attendance on the
duties of the Lodge, which will open to the view, like
the gradual approach of light to cheer and mvigorate
the earth on the refulgent morning of a summer’s day,
an increasing development of the bright rays of science,
till the splendour of truth irradiates the mind, as thé
bursting forth of the orb of day spreads its glories over
the face of heaven. The instruction of the Lodge is
delivered orally ; and as, therefere, it can 6nly be secured
by hearing, every Lecture neglected by absénce or inat-
tention strikes a link from the chain of knowledge.
Besides, punctuality will receive an additional reward by
infusing that degree of ardour which is necessary for the
attainment of excellence. The erection of a magnificent
building is not the work of a day; the sacrifice of time
and labour, the exercise of wisdom, strength, and beauty,
patience, and consideration, are necessary to complete
the edifice in all.its fair proportions. So in Masonry, no
one can store his mind with seientific knowledge by any
other process than the just application of patient indus-
try, untiring assiduity, and a powerful inclination to
excel ; for there is mo royal road to science. The more
frequently a Brother appears in the Lodge to witness its
proceedings, the greater will be his love of Masonry,
until zeal will ripen into enthusiasm, and mgne ‘him
for promotion to the highest honours of the " Every
Free and Aece .Masson, therefore, who desires to
understand the elementary principles of the Order, shoudd
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be earnest in.acquiring a eompetent knowledge of the
Lecotures. As in all .other sciences, this can only be
accomplished by a gradual process. Hé must take care
not to begin where he ought to finish, for. many excel-
lent and well-intentioned Brethren have failed by falling
into this fatal, though very comamon error.’

“ Bro. Preston,” said the Square,  then entered on
an explanation of the process which he had adopted in
collecting information, and arranging the various modes
of working used in different parts of tlie kingdom, into a
connected and intelligible form;* and stated that his
present object was to submit to the judgment of the
meeting the result of his labours, that he might have
the benefit of their united opinion on the details of the
First Lecture, which was all that he had hitherto been .
able to aceomplish.

< ¢] need not inform you,” he continued, ‘that the
Degrees of Masonry are progressive. I have constructed
the serigse on such a principle, that the preliminary
clauses of the First Lecture are simply elementary.
They commence by a process which. is calculated to
fix certain leading principles indelibly in the mind, as
st&}:_ping stones to conduct the student gradually to a

erfect understanding of, that which is to follow. My

rst object was a revival of the Tests. These I have
distributed into three sections, each containing seven
questions. It is true, they convey intrinsically no great
amount of informatien, but they lead to matters of more
importance, which would be imperfectly understood
without their assistance.’ )

¢ « Wherbver instruction céuld be acquired.” his biographer says,
¢ thither he directed his course, and, with the advantage of a reten-
tive memory, and an extensive masonic connection, added to diligent
literary research, he so far succeeded.in His purpose as to become a
competent master of the subject. To increase the knowledge he
had acquired, he solicited the company and.conversation of the most
experienced Masons from foreign countries; and, in the course of a
literaty correspondence with the Fraternity at home and abroad,
made such progress in the m{smriesv of the Art, as to become very.
useful in the connections he had formed. He.hgs frequently been
heard to say, that in the ardour of his inquiries, he has explored the
abodes of poverty and wretchedness, and, where it might have been
least expected, acquired very valuable scraps of infotmation. The
poor Brother, in returh, we are assured, had 1o cause to think his
time or talents ill bestowed.”" _— L
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s« Here,” said the Square, ¢ Bro. Preston repeated the
formula,® and then proceededi— - - S

“¢A competent inowledge of some such series of
examination questions, adapted to each of the Three
Degrees, constitutes an indispensable "qualification for
the progress of the candidate from one step to another;
and I attach so much value to their acquirement, that, as
the Master of a Lodge, I never, on any occasion, pass the
candidate to a superior Degree until he has displayed a
correct knowledge of these- certain tests of his under-
standing and zeal. And as every Brother is thus neces-
sarily acquainted with them, the candidete will find
many opportunities of receiving instruction in private
befoge he appears in the Lodge, to assert his claim to

another Degree. '

- &6 Aﬁ.e:fr had arranged these Tests to my satisfaction,’
Bro. Preston continuef, ¢I then girded up my loins to the
- gtill more arduous task of remodelling the whole Lecture,
with a careful eye to the ancient landmarks. Thiswasa
work of time and patient industry. And when I had
completed a-digest of the entire Lectute, I found that it
had extended to a much greater length than I anticipated ;
#nd, therefore, in order to facilitate its acquirement, it
became necessary to re-arrange the whole into con-
venient portions, not onl¥ to assist the memory, but also
for the accommodation of Masters of Lodges, who, when
Eressed-for time, might not be able to deliver the entire

ecture.

« ¢ For this purpose.] have divided it into sections, and
subdivided eaci section into clauses, a disposition which
has simplified the subject, and reduced it into a compass
so narrow and easily accessible, that the application of a
very small portion of industry-and zeal will suffice for
mastering a competent knowledge of this Lecture,
although it embedies the chief mysteries of the Craft,
together with its reference to science and morals.

“¢I have no hesitation in saying, that any Brother
who shall persevere for a few months in studying this
ritual, and shall faithfully apply it to its legitimate pur-
pose, will become an ardent admirer of the Science, and
reap essential benefits from its practice; while, on the

¢ The questions may be fourid on page 77, but the suswers cannot
be committed to print. . ' o
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other hand, if any Brother shall rest contented with a
knowledge of the few conventional-signs and tokens by
which we are distinguished as & body of men set apart
from the rest of mankind for the purposes-of benevo-
lence and charity, and seek no farther privilege than the
right of sharing in our convivialities, his reward will be
carnal ingtead of intellectual, and he will have nothing
but sensual pleasure for his pajns, which may be pur-
chased in otKer societies at half the expense, and with- -
out the trouble and formality of masoni¢ initiation.’

« At this point,” the Square.continued, ‘ Bro. Preston
deliberately repeated the entire Lecture from end to end,
amidst the reiterated applauses of the Brethren. And
the commendations were not unmerited, as every, one
who is acquainted with the formula will readily adwmit.
Numerous explanations were required by Brothers Dillon,
D. G. M,, Sir Peter Parker, S. G. W., Rowland Berkeley,
(. Trea., and Bro. Hesletine, G. .Sec., who were all
present, as well 38 most of the Grand Stewards.” But
these particulars, though the Square might .consistently
reveal them to me, cannot.be placed on record here.

¢« After the Lecture had been discussed seriatim, and
approved,” said the.Square, ‘ Bro. Prestgn concluded
with an oration, whieh was printed in the first edition of
his celebrated masonic work. :

“The Brethren then adjourned to the banqueting-
room, where they found a band of music, and a -table
spread with every delicacy the season conld afford. It
was, indeed, a most magnificent affair, and. nobly did
Bro. Preston regale his friends. After the table was
cleared, and dessert and wine introduced, the conversa-
tion took its tane from the especial business of the day,
and, considering the talents and high' station in
of the comgany present, was an intellectual treat of ne
common order. ‘

“These preliminary exertions on the part of our
worthy Brother,” said my amusing compenion, «I
hecame acquainted with incidentally, for they occurred
before I had the honour of being introduced to him.
His singular activity and vigour in the government of a
Lodge were celebrated througheut the Fraternity, and
had contributed to heap honours and commendations upon
him, to which I must add, in justice to his memery, he
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was fairly entitled. When I was first suspended from
his collar, he held the office of Deputy G. Sec., which
occupied much of his time. He executed the chief part’
of the correspondenoe; entered the minutes; attended
committees; 1ssued summonses; drew out and: printed
abstracts of petitions; compiled the calendars, &c.

<« All this. labour he performed gratuitously for two'
years, and he was further employed by the Hall Com-
mittee to search the Grand Lodge Books, and make con~
densed extracts from .the minutes, and to arrange and

igest-them as an appendix to a srojected Book of Con-
stitutions. Such an incessant- demand on his time was
Brejudicial to his health, and a transient dispute with

ro. Hesletine; the G. Sec., originating in some mis-
understanding about the publication of his Illustrations
of Masonry, induced him to resign the office. The cir-
cumstances which led to this unfortunate disagreement
are easily enumerated. '

“The Grand Secretary, with a view to the publication
of an improved edition of the Book of Constitutions, -
which should bring down the history of Masonry to his
own time, had selected Bro. Preston, whose popularity
was in its zemjth, as the most eligible person he could
employ to carry the design into execution. For this

urpose he was allowed a free inspection of all papers,
socuments, and evidences belonging to the Grand Lodge.
But it so happened, that while Bro. Preston was thus
engaged, the Grand Secretary became acquainted with a
Barmnster of Bernard’s Inn, called Noorthouck, who was
a member of the Lodge of Antiquity. Being 3 facetious,
free-witted, and amusing fellow, full of anecdote, and
gossessin a fund of general information, the G. Secretary

ecame fascinated by his vivacity and ready wit. The
consequence was, that, as the compilation of the Book
of Constitutions was likely to be attended with consider-
able emolument, Bro. Hesletine was desirous of asseci-
ating him with his de{mty a8 a joint partnerin the under-
taking. But as the latter had already incurred all the
heavy labour in ‘selecting, copying, and embodying the
records into historical form, in the hope that he should
be ultimately remunerated for his trouble, he declined
the “offér, and Bro. Noorthouck was intrusted with the
sole execution of this important work. .

10 . .
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«'Wheh Bro. Preston found,” the Square continued,
“that he was excluded from all participation in the
honours and rewards which he confidently antici-

ted would result from the great inconvenience and
loss of time to which he had been subjected in the pre-

ration of materials for the undertaking, he expostu-
ated warmly, and, perhaps, intemperately, against such
a flagrant act of injustice, and threw up the office of D.
G. Sec. in disgust. -

«¢By my faith,’ said Bro. Preston one evening, wher
the matter was discussed in open Lodge, ‘I would net
" have held the D. G. Secretaryship on such terms another
hour,—no, not if Hesletine were incapable of finding a
substitute. He might, for aught I care, have done the
work himself.’ a 4 and. b

“It was an imprudent word, and, being repeated to
Bro. Hesletine, vlr)as warmly resented. %Vhether Bro.
Preston refused to give up the materials which he had
collected with so much labour or not,-I could never dis-
cover; but it is highly probable he withheld them, as the
G. Sec. was mortally offended, and determined within
himself that such contumacy should not remain long
unpunished.

-« An opportunity’ soon . presented itself; and Bro.
Preston was arraigned before the Grand Lodge for .an
alle%led breach of the laws of Masonry. The grounds
of the proceedings which were . instituted against him
were simple enough in their nature and origin, but they

roduced’ very serious effects. The.facts were these.

t had been determined unanimously by the Brethren
of the Lodfge of Antiquity, at a full meeting, holden on
the 17th of December, 1777, that at the annual festival,
on St. John’s day, a procession should be formed to St
Dunstan’s Church, a few steps only from the Mitre
Tavern, where the Lodge was held, to hear a sermon
from Bro. Eccles.®

¢ Bro. Preston gives the following acoount of this transaction :—
*“The Master of the Lodge, Bro. Wilson, called upon me, and re-
ﬁuested'my assistanoce in procuring the Church. We waited on Bro.

oorthouck, at his chambers, and he acquiesced i our proceédings.
Some private conversation ensued in regard to the propriety of
g.dverﬁsing; and no material objection occurring, it was to
insert the following in the papers —‘ FREE MAsONS. A Sermon will
be preached before the R. W. Master, Wardens, and Brothers of
theiod@ of Antiquity, by the Rev. Mr. Eccles, Rector of Bow, and
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“When the day arrived, and preparations were made
for the eeremony, a protest against the procession was
entered by Bro. Noorthouck, the Treasurer, and Bro.
Bottomley, Past Treasurer of the Lodge; in consequence
of which the Brethren abandoned the design, and did
not proceed to the church in masonic costume, as was
originally intended, but clothed theémselves in the vestry-
room; and, being only ten in number, they all sat in the
same pew. Bro. Eccles gave them an appropriate dis-
eourse; and, divine service being ended, the Brethren
crossed the street in white aprons and gloves. This was
construed into a grave offence against the standing rules
of the Order. '

“Bro. Noorthouck did not attend the ensuing Lodge,
but he sent a strong remonstrance against the proceed-:
ing, and threatened to-bring the matter before the Grand
Lodge, if the Lodge of Antiquity did not, then and there,
pass & resolution aflirming that, as a Lodge, they not
enly totally disapproved of and repudiated the transac-
tion, but also absolutely censured and condemned the
ten individuals engaged in the (so called) procession for
sach an upwarrantable ‘breach of ‘masonic law. -

““Bro. Bottemley was infrusted with the resolution,
and proposed it in form. The Brethren were taken by
surprise; but the motion being duly seconded, it was of
course submitted by the Master to the deliberation of
the Lodge, and a debate ensued.

“On this evening a distinguished visitor was present,
in the person of Capt. Geotge Smith, an active and
zealous Mason, who was on terms of intimacy with the
Grand Master, and the personal friend of Bro. Preston.
He had studied Masonry both at home and abroad, and
was presumed to be well acquainted with the Laws and
Constitutions of the Order. Eminent in masonic attain-
ments “himself, he  was ever ;eadﬂ to estimate and pro-
claim the same excellence in others. Belonging to an
honourable profession, he was too chivalric to allow
passion or prejudice to interfere with justice and equity,
nor would he suffer the weak to be eppressed without

' Chaplsin to that Lodge, on Saturday next, the 27th mstbemﬁ o
fes:ipvu.l of St. John the Evangelist, at St. Dunstan’s Church, Fleet
street. Service to begin at 11 o’clock.’ **
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lending a helping hand, even though his exertions in
their bebalf might chance, like the seventh bullet in
‘Der Freischiitz,’ to recoil upon himself.” In the present
case, he was impressed with the idea that the charge
against his friend was too trifling for any serious notice;
and he determined to use an effort for its defeat. For
this purpose he craved permission of the R. W. M. to
offer an opinion on the question at issue, which would
have been readily conceded, if Bro. Bottomley had not
entered a profest, alleging that, as a visitor, he had no
voice there. Capt. Smith bowed to the decision, and
informed the Chair that he sheuld content himself with
watching the proceedings in silence.

“¢You may watch as you please,” Bro. Bottomley
added, ‘so long as you have the kindness to refrain from
speaking. You are not a Member, and have no vote .
here.’

" «JIt was an unpropitious commencement,” the Square
continued, “and I should gladly conceal the subsequent
gzoceedings, if I consulted my own inclination. The

bate continued to a late hour. Bro. Bottomley per-
sisted in his argument, that the act of appearing in

ublic decorated with masonic badges oonstitutef an
infraction of the spirit, if not of the actual letter of the
law, and merited censure.

«¢Ag to the fact,’ said Bro. Buchanan, ‘we do not
deny it. We did appear in masonic clothing. But if
any person chanced to see us, which is not proved, duri
the half-minute employed in crossing the street, he p::‘t:s
on without either notice or remark, and, therefore, it is
evident we attracted no extraordinary observation.’

“¢How know you that? Bro. Rigg asked, sneeringly.
- ¢<Because,” Bro. Buchanan replﬁed, ‘I can use my
eyes.’

«¢<If your eyes,” Bro. Rigg-responded, ‘serve you no

7 The S%:ue once more anachronizes. But I suppose we must
exouse the lgae, on the Horatian maxim, * quando bonus dormilat
Homerus.”—P. D.—[An error, with submission to the above erudite
authority ; for the Square appears to be wide awake. Though re-
oording the ‘past, he is represented as an existing reality; and a

to any transaction of more recent date than the peri
;t; w‘.l.ﬁ;th]ho treas, is, therefore, grammatically correct.—Eb. F. Q.
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better than your judgment, there will be some danger
in intrusting your veracity to their keeping."

«“This was sharp practice,” continued the Square,
““and Bro. Wilson, the R. W. M., thought it time to
interfere. ¢Come, come,’ said he, ‘this language is not
masonic, and is a greater breach of the law than walking
ten yards in a white apron. Let us, by all means, have
order in our debates, whatever may be the ultimate
decision. The egueation before the Lodge is, whether
we are inclined to repudiate or discountenance the
Brethren who attended Divine Service in St. Dunstan’s
Church, on St. John’s day?’ '

“¢«With submission, R. W. Sir,” Bro. Bottomley ob-
jected, ¢the resolution which I have had the honour to
g‘li:)pose refers not to the men so much as to the measure.

e-Lodge is called on to discountenance the breach of
masonic law committed on that occasion.”

«¢<If this be the real question at issue,’ said Bro. Pres-
ton, ‘it is first incumbent on you to prove that it was a
breach of masonic law; for no man, devoid of prejudice,
would be capable of affimting that the law respecting

rocessions actually debars the Members of any private

dge from offering up their adorations to the Deity in a
public place of worship, in the charadter of Masons,
under the direction .of their Master. The very idea of
such restriction would be the height of abm;.%i:g, and
could not be admitted by any person who professed him-
gelf a friend to the Society. Example will ever exceed

cept, and it is surely commendable to see a Lodge of
E:sons patronizing the established religion of their
country, and thus recommending the practice of piety
and devotion to their fellow-subjeets. Besides.wgich,
the Lodge of Antiquity has its own peculiar rights, for-
mally secured to it, at the revival in 1717, when the
present Grand Lodge was established ; and we are deter-
nined to preserve them inviolate. And I again affirm
that no exist;in§I regulation was infringed, even if it be
admitted—which is very questionable—that the Grand
Lodge is empowered to make laws binding upon a Lodge
which has acted on its own independent authority from
a period long anterior to the existence of that body.’

“This avowal,” said the Square,  was received with
so much applause, that Bro. Bottomley exclaimed, ¢ Ay,
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those are the sentiments which we are determined to
rebut, be the. consequence what it may. I affirm that
the Grand Lodge is, absolutely, and to all intents and
purposes, infallible; and its dictates, whether for good
or evil, must be obeyed, even by the Lodge of Antiquity,
though it was in existence before the reconstruction of
the Grand Ledge.’

¢« Keep your temper, I beseech you, Bro. Bottomley,” -
said the Ig W. M., mildly, ‘we are assembled to deliber-
ate, and not to indulge in personalities and recrimination :
otherwise, I shall be under the painful necessity of
closing the Lodge without coming to a decision.’

“The Master's authority, however, was not sufficient
to stem the tide, and the debate became so stormy, that
he had great difficulty in keeping order. At length the
question was put from the ghur, and it was negatived
by a majority of eighteen against four. ,

“This deeision was so unpalatable to the accusin
Brethren, that, at the ensuing Grand Lodge, a Memoriaf
signed by John Bottomley, John Smith, William Rigg,
and John Noorthouck, was presented, stating that a
flagrant outrage had been committed against the Institu-
tion by the Master, Wardens, and some of the Brethren
of the Lodge of Antiquity, principally instigated by the
persuasion and example of Bro. Preston, its Past Master,
who, at a recent Lodge, violated his duty as a Mason, by
justifying public processions, and claiming for that Lodge
an inherent right to act in such affairs without the
authority of the Grand Lodge, and questioning the
power of that Body to interfere in the private concerns
of a Lodge which was alleged to possess a prescriptive
immunity from its jurisdiction. ‘

“In consequence of the above charges, Bro. Preston
was summoned to appear before the Committee of Chari-
ty, to answer any complaint which might be preferred
against him.* In the intermediate period, however,”

® The above memorial was replied to officially by the Master,
‘Wardens, and Brethren of the Lodge to the number of eighteen, all
of whom appended their signatures. They stated that, on the ooca-
gion alluded to, ‘¢ there was no formal masonic procession; and that &
few Brethren only walked across the street the church to the
Mitre Tavern, the distance being scarcely a dogzen yards, in their
clothing and Jewels as individuals, Masons were not indiscrimi-
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the Square continmed, ‘“the Grand Secretary was im-
plored by sevetal Brethren, who were personally unin-

. terested in the dispute, to use his influence with the

memorialisis, for the peace and reputation of the Order,
to induce them to withdraw their charges, as he must
see that it was simply a frivolous and vexatious attack
on an individual who had rendered great services to
Masonry. Unfortunately the application was disre-

rded. .
& Bro. Preston attended the Committee on the 30th of
January, 1778, and -was eha.rged with asserting that the
Lodge of Antiquity possessed exclusive privileges of its
own, independent of the Grand Lodlge; and he was
called on to retract that opinion publicly, and to declare
that it was equally untrue and inadmissible. .

¢“In rsgly to this demand, Bro. Preston rose and said :—
‘Right Worshipful Sir,—In answer to the charge which
you have now preferred against me, I beg leave respect-
fully to declare that whatever private opinions I may
entertain on the %reqcriptive immunities of the Lodge of
Antiquity, they have always been inogerative; and I
have never attempted to prty'udice the Brethren against
their obedience to the Grand Master. As to the abstract
question of retracting an opinion, I cannot understand
how that is' possible, unless I am convinced of my error;
and I submit.that, as a Free and Accepted Mason, I am
fairly entitled to the right of self-judgment; but I pledge
my honour that it shall never disturb the tranquillity of
the Craft.’ :

“ Notwithstanding this open and candid declaration,”

nately collected from a variety of Lodges, with a view of exposin

the izsignia of the Order to gratify a private inclination for masonigo
display, or to amuse the rabble, as the memorialists allege; the char-
acter of the profession was not disgraced by imprudence or indiscre-
tion ; there was no private interest to serve, no, peculiar passion to
gratify ; the number of Brethren did not exceed ten, all of whom
were members of the Lodge; their behaviour was suitable to the
business in which they were engaged; and they, therefore, submit
their case to the consideration of the Grand y in the hope that
the conduct of the memorialists will be considered illiberal ; their re-
flections on Bro. Preston as ungenerous and ill-grounded; and_their
prooeedings dictated b{na. warmth of temper not altogether consistent
with their professed: knowledge of the Rﬁn:EOB of Masonry; and
gnt. in consequence thereof, their complaint be a8 frivo-

“'." ,
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said the Square, “the Committee came to the folowing
resolution, after a long and warm debate.

s¢It having been represented to us that Bro. Preston,
the Past Master. of the Lodge of Antiquity, believes and
teaches that an inherent right is-vested i that Lodge,
by virtue of its immemorial Constitution, to discharge
the duties and practise the rites of Masonry on its own
sole authority, and that it is not in the power of the
Grand Lodge to infringe on its privileges; it is Resolved,
that as Bro. Preston refuses to retract.the said false
opinion, he be, and hereby is, expelled the Grand Lodge,
and declared incapable of attending the same, or any of
its Committees.’ -

“You will remember, sir,” said the Square, swinging
playfully round on his dexter limb, * that I was present on
all these occasions, and, therefore, may be fairly pre-
sumed to-state the matter correctly. At the next meetin
of the Lodge of Antiquity, the. R. W. M. complained o
the unusual harshpess of the. decision, and said,—I
appeal to you all, whether, from the number of years
Bro. Preston has been actively engaged in Masonry, the
ga.ins and diligence he has used in promoting the genersl

esigns of the Order, the many valuable members he has
introduced, to the amount of upwards of three hundred
in number, of which Masonry and the Grand Lodge have
reaped all the benefit, and Bro. Preston nothing, added to
the time and money he has expended in masonic pursuits,
the present transaction is not a very ungrateful and in-
adequate return for his services.’ '

¢ The Brethren answered in the affirmative, and advised
Bro. Preston to memorialize the Grand Lodge to withhold
its confirmation of the sentence. He took their advice;
and at the next Quarterly Communication a motion was
made to that effect, and a hot debate ensued, in which
several members took a part; but as the enemies of Bro.
Preston appeared to be the most numerous party, the
Deputy Grand Master proposed a compromise, to the
effect that if Bro. Preston would sign a document recant-
ing his opinions respecting the presumed rights of the
Lodge o Antitgu.ity, the sentence pronounced by the
Committee of Charity should be formally quashed. ~Bro.
Preston hesitated -about subscribing to a dogma which
he did not believe; but, being pressed by his friends,
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he-complied with the requisition, and. signed the docu-
ment.

“The sentence of expulsion was thus 3vaded ” eon-
tinued the Square, *but it produced consequences which
were never anticipated, even by the Deputy Grand Mas-
ter himself.

“ At the next meeting of the Lodge of Antiquity, Bro.
Bottomley contended that Bro. Preston ne longer pos-
sessed the power of speaking or voting in any regular
Lodge, being restricted by lus .subscription to the ag:we
document; and moved:that Bro. Preston should sign in
the minute-book a declaration to the same effect with
that which he had signed at the last Quarterly Commru-~
nication. The question was put, and negatived by a
great majority.

“Bro. Preston then said, that if the declaration he had

ed, at the pressing entreaty of his friends, was intend-
egn to debar him from the privilege of speaking and
voting in®his own Lodge, he should immediately write
to the Grand Secretary, and withdraw his subscription.
Accordingly, the next he wrote to Bro. Hesletine,
stating that he had aﬂixedy his name to the declaration, b
the advice of his friends, for the sake of peace, althou
his private opinions on the subject remained unchang;
but as he had been informed, to his great surprise, by
Bro. Bottomley, that it was considered in the light-of a
virtual expulsion from the Order; he had come to the de-
termination of withdrawing his subscnptlon from the
‘document.

«Poor Bro. Preston,” continued the Square, “ was
p]aced on the horns of a dilemma. .If his subscnptlon
remained untouched, the expulsion was wirtual; if he
withdrew it, the former sentence remained in force, and
the expulsion was actual.

“Nor did the proceedings terminate at this point. For
Bro. Preston was once more summoned before the Com-
mittee to answer a protest against the Iiroceedmgs of the

- JLodge of Antiquity, and other complaints which had
been exhibited against him.

«“ At this meeting,” said the Square, *the Deputy
Grand Master occupied the chair, and Bro. Preston was
permitted to enter on his defence. He made a long and
admirable speech, in which he contended that the Grand

L)
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Lodge was not competent to enter a protest against the
roceedings of a p;%ate Lodge; and called upon the
rand Secretary to say whether a single precedent to that

effect could be found on the books of the Grand Lodge

from its first establishment to the present time. And if
no precedent could be adduced, he hoped the present
ocess would be rejected as informal.

“ This able and conclusive defence,” the Square con-
tinued, “was followed by a desultory conversation, in
which all the principal parties to the dispute, on both
sides, delivered their opinions freely. There was a clash
of arms—loud words—but no bones broken. The case
was 8o clear that the Committee came to no formal reso-
lution on the subject; and Bro. Preston and the mem-
bers of the Lodge of Antiquity withdrew—not, it is true,
singing Te Deum—but without having any censure pas-
sed on their conduct, and scarcely able to ascertain
correcte? why threy had been summoned to attend. The
flattered themselves, however, that, after this vapid exhi-
bition, the ungleassnt subject would be allowed to &ink
quietly into oblivion.

¢ Alas,” said the Square, * they were never more mis-
taken. At the very next Quarterly Communication, Bro.
Hull, a Past Grand Warden, and Clerk in the Salt Office,
moved, that, in the opinion of this Grand Lod%e, Bro.
Preston had been the promoter and instigator-of all the
measures taken by the Lodge of Antiquity, in derogation
of the authority of the Grand Master, and calculated to
bring the Grand Lodge into contempt with the Brethren.
* «This motion was intended as a preparatory step to a
new censure on his conduct; and being immediately
seconded, it would have been put to the vote at once by
the Degt;::iy Grand Master, if some of the Brethren had
not desired to be heard against it. While the matter was
in the course of discussion, Bro. Hull was advised by
some Brethren, who were under the apprehension of
being in a minority, to withdraw his motion. The even-
ing being now far advanced, and two other motions
having been quashed by the D. G. M. on account of their
tendenoy to revive the dispute, it was imagined that
nothing further would be heard respecting the Lodge of
Antiquity or its members; and on this presumption many
of the most attached friends of Bro. Preston retired.
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“But at this late hour,” the Square contimued, “a mo-
tion was made, and duly seconded, to the effect, that .the
Hall Committee be continued with its usual powers,
except that Bro. Preston’s name be excluded; for it was
thought by his adversaries that if this were carried, it
would be tantamount to actual expulsion. The proceed-
ing was not strictly regular; but as all advantages .in
8 are accounted fair, the resolution, though com-
bated by Bro. Preston, with his usual tact and ability, and
though the Deputy Grand Master, perceiving its tenden-
oy, and feeling confident that it proceeded from an
unfriendly spirt, observed that unless the Brother could
be prevailed en to withdraw his motion, he should be
obliged, though reluctantly, to submit it to the-decision -
of the Grand Lodge, it was persisted in; and the ques-
tion being put, it was carried in the affirmative, and Bro.
Preston was excluded from the pale of Masonry? . -

““The R. W. M., Officers and Brethren of the Lodge of
Antiyuity,” the Square proceeded to inform me, ¢ felt the
indignity, which had been cast upon them by these pro-
ceedings, 8o warmly, that, at the very next Lodge, they
expressed their sentiments on the subject, in a manner not
to be mistaken, by the expulsion of the three chief agita~
tors, Bros. Bottomley, Noorthouck, and Brearly. ey
passed a unanimous resolution, in which they pronounced
the late transactions of the Grand Lodge to be a viola-
tion of their inherent rights; declaring that from hence-
forth the Lodge of Antiquity renounced all communica~
tion with that body ; and that they would for the future
act on their own legitimate anthority, as an immemorial
Institution.! ’

® Bro. Preston published a brief account of these transactions in
a pamphlet, whicl’i’ he called «“ A State of Facts, 1778,” for private
distribution amongst his own particular friends. It was, I believe,
never published ; %sut the.above particulars have been gathered partly
from authority.
1 Bro. Preston thus laments-this unfortunate schism. ¢ The Lodge
of Antiquity having expelled three of its Members for misbehaviour,
<the Grand interfered, and, as was thought, without proper in-
vestigation, ordered them to be reinstated. With this er the
refused to comply, the Members conceiving themselves compe-
tent and sole judges in the choice of their own private Members. . . .
Matters were oarried to the extreme on both sides, resolutions preci-
pitately entered into, and ediots inadvertently issued, memo: and
. were presented in vain, and et last a rupture ensued.
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« For ten consecutive years this arrangement continued
undisturbed ; and the ge of Autiquity held on its
course, independently of either of the rival Grand Lod
which were at the iead of the two sections inta which
English Masonry was divided. During the period of
Bro. Preston’s exclusion he seldom attended a Lodges
but devoted his attention to other literary pursuits,
which eontributed more essentially -to his advan
To the Lodge of Antiquity, and to ours,” said the Square,
“he continued warmly attached ; and it was a matter of
deep regret with many of the best friends of the Institu-
tion, that so useful and zealous a Brother should bhave
had occasion to withdraw his active co-operation from a
Society to which he had proved himself a diligent and
faithful advocate.

“ At length,” the Square continued, ‘in the year 1787,
when the metropolitan Fraternity had become grieved
and disgusted at this unsatisfactory state of things, so
disreputable to the Order, and his Royal Highness the
Duke of Cumberland was Grand Master of Masons, he
was earnestly entreated to interfere. Under his superin-
tendence, therefore, the case.- of Bro. Preston -and -the
Lodge of Antiquity was submitted to the consideration

f tge Grand Lodge in a better spirit; and that body at
once rescinded all the former proceedings, reinstated the
Lodge of Antiquity in all its ‘masonic privileges, and
restored Bro. Preston to his dignities and honours.
And, to the unfeigned joy of all the Fraternity, this
eminent Brother, like the sun bursting through a bank of
clouds, once more resumed his usual activity in the sacred
cause of Masonry. He revived the Order of Harodim,
and instituted a Grand Chapter, where the Lectures of
Masonry were periodically illustrated by the Companions.
Over this Chapter the Right Hon. Lord Macdonald pre-
gided as ‘Grand Patron; and James Hesletine, Wil

Lodge, and avowed an alliance with the Gran Im'ifeof all land,
eld in the city of York. The Grand Lodge, on the other hand, en-
foroed xgr ediéts, and expell(:ld s:l:renl worthy th;ﬁxm from the
Society for refusing to swrender the property o Lodge to
sons who been regularly expelled E:m it. This ptodnool:':
schism whi- lasted for ten years.”—(Illustr. of Masonry, p. 245.

-4
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Birch, John Spottiswoode, and William Meyrick, Esqgs.,
a8 Vice-Patrons.!!

¢ Through the medium of this Institution, Bro. Pres-
ton’s system of lecturing became prevalent in all the
Lodges both in town and country; and,” the Square
added, “I considered it to be a great blow and discour-
agement to Masonry, when the Order of Harodim was
suffered to fall into desuetude, inasmuch as, while it
preserved the ancient purity of the science, it refined the
vehicle by which it is conveyed to the ear; as'a diamond
is enhanced in value by being polished.”

1 The Order is thus explained by its author. *The mysteries of
this Order are peculiar to the Institution itself; while the lectures of
the Chapter include every branch of the masonic system, and repre-
sent the art of Masonry in a finished and complete form. Different;
classes are established, and particular lectures restricted to each class.
The lectures are divided into sections, and the sections into clauses.
The sections are anmually assigned, by the chief Harod, to a certain
number of skilfal -companions in each class, who. are denominated
Sectionists ; and they are empowered to distribute the clauses of their
respective sections, with the approbation of the Chief Harod and
General Director, among the private companions of the Chapter, who
are denominated Clauseholders. Such companions as by assiduity
become possessed of all the sections in the lecture, are called Lec-
turers; and out of these the General Director is always chosen.”
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CHAPTER IX.

' FIRR !|—OCAPTAIN G. SMITH.
1779—1785.

“ The Dove brings quiet, and the Olive peace.”—PRIOR.
“Wise and learned men are the surest stakes in the hedge of a
nation or city ; they are the best conservators of our liberties; the
hinges on which the welfare, peace, and happiness hang; the best
public good, and only commonwealth’s men. These lucubrations,
meeting with a true and brave mind, can conquer men; and, like the
basilisk, kill envy with a look.” —SMITH. :
«Ye dull stupid mortals, give o’er your conjectures,
Since Freemasons’ secrets ye ne’er can obtain;
The Bible and Compasses are our Di T8,
And shall be as long as this world doth remain.”
Masoxic Soxe.

ArTEr the 1nportant case of Bro. Preston had been
disposed of, the Square continued its revelations b
quoting Plato. “This celebrated philosopher,” he sai
¢« once observed, ‘that there never was an individual born
into the world who did not possess some personal quality
which was sure to recommend him to notice, if properly
applied. If of a fair complexion, he will be considered
tEe favourite of heaven; if black, manly; should he be
hooked-nosed, it will give him an air of majesty,” &c.;
and he might have said the same thing of mental qualifi-
cations, which are quite as diversified as bodily peculiari-
ties.

“These remarks are fully exemplified in the character
of an eminent and worthy Brother, Capt. George Smith,
on whose breast I was now glittering as R. W. M. of the
Lodge. He was an intimate friend of Grand Master the
Duke of Manchester, plain in speech and manners, but
honourable and upright in his dealings, and an active
and zealous Mason. As Provincial Grand Master for
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Kent, he had delivered his inauguration Charge on St.
John’s day, 17783;' and drew up a code of laws for the
province which was much approved.? In a word, he was
a bright and learned Brother, although rather bibulously
inclined ; and in his cenvivial moments, he jocularly
adopted the symbolical vocabulary which had become
familiar to him by long practice on the continent, calling
the table a workshop ; Eottles, barrels; glasses, cannons,
candles, stars, &c. )

- «“But this whimsicalitg was only indulged on-occasions
of festivity, and did not derogate either trom the general
excellence of his masonic administration, or from his
personal popularity. The affairs of the Lodge were
slrsosperous, and the Brethren were edified by his lucid

isquisitions on many abstruse points which, at that
Kenod, were but imperfectly understood by any but

right Master Masons. His lectures attracted numerous
visitors, and Bro. Dunckerley was one of his most inti-
mate and esteemed friends.

“I remember,” said the Square, “on a very full even-
ing, when several distinguished Masons, Bro. Dunckerley
amongst the number, were present, the R. W. M. had
been lecturing on the Fellowcraft’s Degree, when an
interesting discussion arose, respecting the true form,
destination, and emblematical meaning of the Winding
Staircase; Bro. Dunckerley observing, that in his opi-
nion some extraordinary miscoriception must have existed
smongst the Fraternity concerning .this remarkable
structure, because, he said, ‘it is improperly delineated
in all the engravings and diagrams that I'have ever seen.
Its true form was undoubtedly spira}, and it was termed
cochleus from its resemblance to a screw or worm. The
number of steps assigned to it is evidently symbolical,
and has varied in different ages of the Craft. At first it
was 3, 5, or 7; afterwards 3, 5, 7, or 11; while it is
occasionally phrased 3, 5, 7, or some greater number,
which may, perhdps, be the true ancient reading. I
should ‘be glad to hear the opinion of so good a Mason
as our R. W. M. on this abstruse subject.’

1 Charge to the Lodge of Friendship at Dover, Dec. 27, 1778.
. % Rules and Rel{ulationp for the government of the Provineia)
Grand Lodge of Kent. 1781. X
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““Being thus a ed to by name,” said the Square,
¢ Bro. grgnith rosgpgm his {hair. and addressing the
Brethren, he said, ¢Bro. Dunckerley has correctly ob-
served, that the form of the Winding Staircase was
spiral; and I need not add, as you are all conversant
with _the fact, that the Masons, at the building of the
Temple, are traditionally said to have made use of it
when they ascended to the Middle Chamber. to receive
the# wages. But its symbolical reference involves facts
and doctrines of the greatest im}zrtance, which. were
taught to the Craftsmen in their Lodges. On the first
step they were instructed, according to our received tra-
ditions, to reflect on the Divine Unity, and to worship.
Jenovan, the great Creator and Governor of all subluna-

things. The third step suggested the Holy Trinity;

e fifth referred to the orders of architecture, and the
external senses; the seventh, to the liberal sciences, and
to the days of labour and rest at the creation of the world;
and the eleventh, to the Patriarchs after Joseph was sold
into Egypt.’ .

“Having given this brief explanation, Bro. Preston
requested permission to state his opinion, which being
granted, he said, ‘I am inclined to believe, R. W. Sir,
that the Masons of the Middle Ages extended this
symbolical comparison somewhat farther. They repre-
sented the three Steli‘” as pointing out the number of
sons who ruléd the Lodge, in allusion to the three Grand
Masters at the building of the Temple, viz., the Master
and Wardens ; the five steps to the number of Brethren
who are competent to hold .a Fellowcraft’s Lodge, viz.,
the Master, Wardens, and two Fellowcrafts; the seven
steps to those who are reputed to make a Lodge perfect,
viz., the Master, Wardens, two Fellowcrafts, and two
‘ﬁ&];rentices; and the eleven, to the number of Apostles

the apostacy of Judas Iscariot.’ .

“This explanation,” interposed the Square, ¢ though
forming a part of the Prestonian Lectures, is at variance
with those of Dr. Hemming, which are now in use, for
they exclude all religious references, and account for the
symbolical steﬁs by an allusion to simple physical causes
and effects. But this interpretation réceives no counte-
nance from the established mode of lecturing used-by our
ancient Brethren. = ’ -
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¢« Bro. Meyrick, a promising yo man,” the arp
continued, “X;lho had been ref:elyxtl';nignitiated, in u?g:i of
the chair whether he might be permitted to ask if any
masonic traditions are in existence respecting the use
and appropriation of this staircase, in connection with.
the upper chambers of the Temple ?
. “In answer te this inquiry, the R. W. M. stated that
the Staircase led directly to the Middle Chamber, a fact
which is attested equally by Masonry and the Holy
Scriptures, although, in the former, we have introduced
an entrance door, ornamented with certain hieroglyphics,
which are not noticed in the latter. The old Lectures
of Masonry simply say that the door was open, but clogely
led, and that-the ceiling of the Chamber containxe an
illaminated Letter, as a sacred symbol, referring to the
art by which the Temple had been built and decorated.
“To this information,”” said the Square, ¢ Bro. Dunc-
kerley added an observation on the Letter itself, which is
not void of interest. He mid, ‘We call it the Letter @ ;
but, in fact, if it were really a single letter, it was the
Yod within a triaggle .4, which the Rabbins call the
Kina Namg, and believe it to include all the attributes
of the Deity. It will be impossible, however, to deter-
mine correctly whether the.inscription in the Middle
Chamher was n» or m, but probably the latter; although,
as the Jewish religion was typical of Christianity, the
former, which meant the Messiah, would be equally ap-
ropriate ; and as far as the reference to numbers extends,
1t might be either ; for, as the former applies to 3,5,and 7,
80 the latter embraced the original camon of 3, 5, 7, and
11. In this Chamber, according to the teaching of Free-,
masonry, the Fellowcrafts received their wages on the
Square, without diffidence or scruple, from the good
apinion which they entertained of their employers.
. “Here Bro. Dunckerley resumed his seat; and after a
short silence, Bro. Dupont rose, and stated his doubts
whether these facts were well .authenticated. ¢<As the
Masons,’ he said, ¢ were Erincipally émployed in the forest
and the quarry, before the foundations of the Temple were
laid, it was morslly-impossible  that they could have re-
ceived their wages in the manner indicated by-the tradi-
tion; nor could the process have been adopted at all in
this locality, with the-Ancient Junior Warden-gyarding
11
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the foot, and the Ancient Senior Warden the summit of
the Staircase, until the Temple was nearly completed.
Some enthusiastic Brethren, as I am informed, have been
s0 unwise as to adopt another Rabbinieal fiction, and
think that because the stones were hewn and squared in
the quarries of Zeredatha——and that, consequently; there
was neither axe, hammer, or tool of iron heard in the
house, while it was building—tbey were not jn reality so

prepared by human agency, or by the use of any instru- -
ment whatever, but that all this work was performed by-
4 worm called Samir, which is termed by these Brothers.

the Insect Shermah. The legend, although teo absurd for
belief, goes on to say, that after the maerials were thus
pregared, they conveyed themselves, witllout assistance,
to Jerusalem, and were put together by angels. This
fable is noticed by Bishop Patrick, who thinks that it
might probably arise from the conjecture of some enthu-
siastic person who did not understand the meaning of
the word Samir, whichsignified a very hard stone, by the
use of which other stones were cut and polished. And
the emblem undoubtedly referred to ¢he and har-
mony. of the Christian Church, where all things ought to
be done without dispute or contention.’

“] have been somewhat diffuse on this point,” the
Square continued, *for the purpose of showing you how
these matters were handle(f in the Lodges, and by the
Masons of the eighteenth century, and I now turn to
other topics of a more stirring character. .

«I need scarcely tell you, my dear friend, and surely I
may apply that ap‘;)ellation to you, after so long a con-
ference, that I had the advantage of being present at
most of the Grand Lodges (for the Master of our Lodge
was generally at his post), whence proceeds my universal
knowledge of the transactions of the Craft.. And I am
now-about to favour you with a fragment. of secret history
respecting our worthy R. W. M., of which the Fraternity
in general were ignorant, because in those days the
transz:lctions of the Grand ‘Lodge were imperfectly re-

orted. ' :
P He ' regularly attended the Quarterly Communies-
tions, and,- in -his -capacity of Auditor of the Grand
Lodge, had-disqovered, or fancied he had discovered (for
the matter was never fully ‘investigated) some trifling




®HE REVELATIONS GF A .SQUARE. 161

diserepancy in the. Grand Secretary’s accounts. He
whispered his suspicions to the Grand Master, and Bro.
Hesletine was mortally offended, although the insinua-
tion applied to him only by reflection from his subor-
dinates. :

“ When Achilles was affronted at the siege of Troy,”.
said the Square, ‘“he withdrew from theegrecian host
i sullen discontent. Not so Bro. Hesletine. High in
moral courage, and armegd with the triple panoply of in-
nocence, integrity, and uprightness of intention, he deter-
mined to break a lance with his military opponent at the
very earliest opportunity; and the first encounter came
off at the Quarterly Communication in May, 1780. _

‘«« At this Grand Lodge, the Duke of Manchester an-
nounced the nomination of ou.rﬁR. W. M., Capt. G. Smith,
te be his Junior Warden; when the Grand Secretary
entered a caveat against the appointment, on the ground
that he was already a P. G. Master, which constituted,
in his opinion, a disqualification for any office in Grand

s00ge.

“Capt. Smith requested the G. Secretary to point out
the law which rendered an office in Grand Lodge unten-
able with a Provincial Office, and appealed to the Breth-
ren whether the act of impeding the Grand Master in the
exercise of his undoubted privilege of nominating his
subordinate officers, did not constitute a grave offence,
:gposed equally to the dignity of Solomen’s Chair, and

e courtesy due to its legitimate occupant.

«It was not a very edifying spectacle,” interjected the
Square, ¢ to see two such men opposed to each other in
a Mason’s Lodge, the patented abode of harmony and

. The G.Secretary was unconvinced, and persisted
1n his objection, because, he said, it is anomalous for an
one individual to sit in Grand Lodge under two. qlmliﬁy-r
eations; for, if such a practice were admitted, he might
claim to-have two votes on every guestion, one in each
eapacity, which would be totally inconsistent with the
general laws of Masonry. And, he added, as an illustra-
tion of his argument, that the Grand Master, and every
Brother now present, must recollect a disgraceful trans-
action, which occurred only a few years ago, arising out
of this very questionable practice. = . -

' 4The ease was this:—A noble Lord, who held a high
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office in Grand Lodge, had a younger brother, who was
desirous of a seat in the House of Commoyps. Now, it so
happened, that the representation of a certain borough
in a?rovince, for which no deputation had been granted,
became vacant, by the death of one of its members. The
peer immediately sent his brother down as a candidate,
and procured from the Grand Master his own appoin+
ment as the Prov. G. M. In that capacity, he convened
a P. G. Lodge in the borough ; sconverted all the prinei-
pal Masons who had votes int6 P: G. Officers ; gave them
a sumptuous dinner, and promised them a masonic gala
. on a future day. Thus, by an assumed urbanity and
kindness, he reaped golden opinions from all the. reth-
ren, and his relative was triumphantly returned Ia the
face of a strenuous opposition. :

« His lordship’s zeal cooled down after his purpose had
been accomplished ; and the promised masonic gala was
exchanged for an election ball, which so disgusted the
Brethren, and offended the public, that Masonry became
a l:iy-word and term of reproach, equivalent to treachery
and insincerity, and was almost extinguished in the pro-
vince for several years.

“« ¢Such proeeedings,’ Bro. Hesletine continued, *re-
flect disgrace on the Grand Lodge, when the offender
happens to be one of its officers, because the Constitu-
tions expressly forbid any Brother, how high soever may
be his rank, to use Freemasonry as a political engine for
any purpose whatever. We all know, M. W. Sir,’ the
@. Secretary concluded, ‘that his lordship’s rank pre-
vented any ‘official notice to be taken of the cireum-
stances, but it created great dissatisfaction, and was
universally condemned by the Fraternity, which hia
lordship held in sovereign contempt, after he had made
Freemasonry subservient to his own private interests.’

“ This being a strong cise,” said the Square, * Capt.
Smith offered to relinquish the P. G. Mastership, if it
should be the opinion of the Grand Lodge that the twe
offices, vested in the same person, is inconsistent with
the provisions of masonic law. Bro. Hesletine’s objec-
tion, however, was overruled by the Grand Master him-
sélf, who observed that, if the law propounded by the G.
Secretary were sound, a Graud officet would be debarred
from accepting the Chair of a private Lodge, ‘which,
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equally with the office in question, gives a vote in Grand
Lodge. He proceeded, therefore, to appoint Capt. Smith
his Junio (gl'\nd Warden, without requiring him te
surrender his- Provincial office. But, at the subsequent
Communieation, the G. Secretary announced that Capt.
Smith had re]ingiuished the office of a Grand Warden;
and ¥ was immediately resolved, as.a standing rule, that
it should in future. be considered a violation of the laws
of this Socieg for any Brother to hold more than one
offiee in the Grand Lodge at the same fime.?

¢ This sparring was only preparatory to & more serious
contest in Grand Lodge on the 9th of April, 1783, under
a president who was not particularly faveurable to Cag.
Smith’s views, the Earl of Effingham acting for H. R. H.
the Duke of Cumberland, G. M. It appears that Capt.
Smith had written er compiled a. Book on Masonry, and
was desirous of publishing it under the sanction of the
Grand Lodge. A motion to that effect was brought
forward in his absence by a friend, when Bro. Hesletine
rose and observed that the application had been already
entertained by the Committee of Charity, which, after
mature ddiberation, had resolved that it be recommended
to the Grand Lodge to withhold- its sanction to the wotk.

¢ This reported decision of the Committee,” the Square
continued, *brought on an. animated .debate, in which
several members of the Grand Lodge took a part. In
answer to a question from the Acting Grand Master, the
G. Secretary admitted that no particalar objection had
been stated against the book ; but that the sanction of
the Committee had been refused on the general principle
that, considering the flourishing state of the Lodges,
where regular instruction and suitable exercises are ever
ready for all Brethren who zealously aspire te improve
themselves in masonic knowledge, new publications are
unnecessary on a subject which books cannot teach.
‘Indeed,’ he continued, ‘the temptations to authorship
have effected a strange revolution of sentiment since the
year 1720, when ancient manuscripts were destroyed by
scrupulous Brethren to prevent their appearance in &
printed Book of Constitutions.’

“The Deputy Grand Masier, Bro. Bowland -Holt,

3 M. S, penos me. See-also Noorth.-Const.,. p.- 338,
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stated, that, in his opinion, ¢ masonic literature ought o
be enconraged ; and that it was the interest, and would
be the soundest policy of Freemasonry, to keep pace
with the increasing intelligence of the age.’

¢ Bro. Burlington observed, that all masonic publica-
tioms were trash. .

“The Deputy Grand Master replied, rather sharply,
“But surely our worthy Brother, in his sweeping con-
demnation, will make an exception in favour of Ander-
son’s Defence, and the useful publications of Calcott,
Hutchinson, Dunckerley, and Preston.’

" «¢] make mo exceptioms whatever,’ resionded Bro.
Burlington, ¢ for I never read a masonic book in my life,
and I trust I never shall.’

¢ ¢ Then,” asked the D. G. M., ¢ how can you consci-
entiously pronounce a boek to be trash, which you con-
fess you have never read ¥

“Bro. Burlington found himself in a dilemma, and,
being unable to return a direct answér to this home
question, he cut the knot, by exclaiming, ‘I hate all
masonic writings!’ and turned the subject from himself
l;ey;dasking Bro. Goldsmith what masonic bools he had

“ Bro. Goldsmith replied that he thanked God he had
read nothing but the Book of Constitutions and the
Ahiman Rezon.

“Q! Bro. Goldsmith, Bro. Goldsmith,” the Square
interjected, ¢ what- a discourteous lapsus lingue! Had
you forgotten that the Ahiman Rezon wes written ex-
pressly to-denounce the very Grand Lodge in whose
presence you were standing when the ungracious thanks-
giving was uttered ! .

“The Hon. Washington Shirley, a friend of t.
Smith’s, then rose, and entered into a long defence of the
proposed work, stating that it contained little more than
an amplification of the subjects which had been already

romulgated by Bro. Calcott, under the sanction of the
rand ter, and nine-tenths of the Craft throughout
England ; that, as all other sciences were freely and
copiously illustrated for the general benefit of mankind,
he thought Freemasonry ought to enjoy the same advan-
. A mine of gold, without woeren or tools, he
observed, will yield no returns; and a science, without
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boeks, is equally worthless. He felt morally certain,
that genuine masonjc writings would. serve to disabuse
the public mind, by dissipating the absurd conjectures
which. were fostered and encouraged by the catch-penny
trash that had been spread over the face of the country
under the pretext of explaining the secrets of the Order;
and he thought that, as the favour of a Grand Lodge
sanction had been awarded to Calcott and Hutchinson,
it ought not to be withheld from Capt. Smith, who was
an intelligent member of Grand Lodge, and an active and
successful P. G. Master. : )

“The G. Secretary replied somewhat acrimoniously,”
said the Square, ¢ and ventured .to utter a few oblique
sarcasms against Bro. Smith, which the Acting Grand
Master observed would have been much better omitted:
at the same time declaring himself to be unfriendly to
all publications on the subject ,of Masonry. And the
question being formally put from the Throne, was de-
cided in the negative.

¢ Bro. Smith, however,published his book without the
sanction,* and the edition was speedily exhausted; and,
at the follow.ing anniversary, Bro. Hesletine resigned the
G. Seoretaryship. -

¢ This decision,” continued the Square, ‘ as might be
expected, had an unfavourable effect on the interests of
masonic literature ; and nothing was subljshe_d for some
years byt a few single Sermons and -Orations.®* The
(}. Secretary, however, embraced this opportunity of
bringing out his new Book of Constitutions, which had
been entrusted, a few years ago, to the editorship of Bro.
Noorthouck, as I have already had occasion to mention.
The manuscript being now ready, it was submitted to

4+4On the Use and Abuse of Freemasonry. . By Bro. Capt. G.
Smith, P. G. M. for Kent.” London, Kearsley, 83

§ A Sermon preachéd at Maidstone before the P. G. Lodge of
Kent, on the Festival of St. John the Evangelist, by the Rev. Bro,
Delanoy, 1781. An Oration delivered in Christ Church, Middleton,
1783. A brief History of Freemasonry, collected from the most
approved authors; to which is added a Concise System of Christian

asonry, by J. Johnson, Grand Tyler and Janitor to the Grand
Arch Chapter. London, Moore, 1784. On Brotherly Love, delivered
at the Constitation of the Harmonio Lodge, No. 369, Dudley, by the
Rev. John Hodgets, 1784.
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the Hall Comniittee for examihation and correction; and
at len%h it received this unequivocal sanction : :

“+¢We, the Acting Grand Master, Deputy Grand Mas-
ter, Grand Wardens, and- other Members composing the
Hall Committee, do hereby recommend ' this present
edition as the only Book of Masonic Constitutions for
the Free and Accepted Masons; disallowing all other

ublications that have not the sanction of the Grand
ge; and do warn all the Brethren against being con-
cerned in writing, printing, or publishing any such book
in their respective Lodges, as they shall be answerable
to the Grand Lodge.” -

“This, I believe,” added the Square, ‘“is the only
guthentic book that you ‘have on the general history of
Masonry.” And subsequent investigations into the.true
philosophy of Speculative Masonry Bave shown that it
conveys a very imperfect, and, in many respects, erroreous
view of the subject. We are not a society of Operative,
but of Sggculative Masons. As well might a student in
divinity hope to find evidences of the Christian s;ntem
of religion in the moral writings of Seneca or Plate,
a8 the masonic tyro expect to derive a clear notion
of Symbolical Masonry by the study of Noorthouck’s
improved edition of Anderson’s History. Both weuld
éxperience the mortification of disappointment. I have
heard the observation of our most learned Masons on
this production, and the prevailing opinion was, that Bro.
Noorthouck ought to have added, at the least, a slight
sketch of Speculative Masonry to Dr. Anderson’s Opera-
tive History, as the intelligence of the times required
some additional illustrations. For this, added to the
increasing popularity of Freemasonry, demands that a
clear and comprehensive history of the Order should be
published by authority, explaining, in a rational and
mtelligent manner, without any affectation of secresy,

¢ The above sanction was signed by Effingham, A. G. M. ; Rowland
Holt, D. G. M.; W. Shirley, 8. G. W.; W. Carrington, J. G. W.;
and countersigned by the Grand Secretaries. .

7 ¢ Constitutions of the Ancient Fraternity of Free and Accepted
Masons ; containing their History, Charges, Regulations, &ec. ;
compiled, by order of the Gmndriodge. m their old Records and
’l‘nthom A new edition, revised, enlarged, and brought downsto
the year 1784, by John Noorthouck.” London, Rozea, 1784.
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jtm-origin and design, the utility of its mysteries, and the
momd relim referenc:z of its syxbdical con-
struction ; for it is a standing disgrace to the Craft that
hothing has been done for the last seventy years to
remedy its glaring defects.

“To the close of Bro. Smith’s term of offive,”
continued the Master's Jewel, “and he occupied the
chair of the Lodge for four successive years—a very rare
practice, by-the-bye—several of our Members assembled
m the ige unusually early; and some of themn made
their appearance before the Tyler had arranged the furni-
ture, and disposed the jewels on the cushion of each
officer’s desk or altar. I had not been placed on the
closed Bible in the East more than five minutes, before I
became aware that something out of the common way
was in agitation, but what it was I could not make out.
There were present several visitors of distinction in the’
Craft, and little knots of four or five Brethren each were.
formed in different parts of the room, speaking to one
another in a suppressed tone of voice.

+ % ¢« We have no time to lose,’ said one. . ‘

«.¢Q, as for that,” said another, ¢all is prgsred.’

¢ ¢+We shall make a night on’t,’ responded a third.

“<Is he apprised of the. circumstance? asked Bre.
Dagge. : . :

a“gg rtainly not,” was the answer.

“Then in another part of the room I heard Sir John
Aubyn say, ‘But what if he should not come? .

- “¢No fZar of that,’ was the reply of the Hon. Wash-

ington Shirley. \

“ «Then you imtend to surprise him,’ Bro. Dune-
kerley asked, as he stood carelessly with his elbow on the
mantelpiece. .

«“¢That is the cream of the joke,’ said Bro. Cres-
pigny; ‘and I believe he has not the slightest suapicion
of the treat which is prepared for him.’ :

« Again a third group were expressing their delight at

< the scheme, whatever it might be; and I heard the
Deputy Grand Master, Bro. Rowland Holt,” ask who

weére the originators of the measure. .

« ¢«Brothers Shirley, Hesletine, and Crespigny,” was.
mﬂpiy- ' [ ]
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«“+<How? maid the D. G. M. “Then I presume Bro-
thers Hesletine and Smith are friends again ?’

« ¢« Perfectly so,” Bro. Vanderstop answered; ¢are they
not Brothers?

“¢] am glad to hear it with all my heart,’ responded
Bro. Holt, ‘and I hope they will always continue to
be 8o, for they are both valuable and efficient Masons.’

“'What all this secret preparation was about, I could
not, for the life of me, guess,” said the Square, ‘“and I
began to fear something had -happened - whieh might
compromise our hitherto irreproachable’ R. W. M., and
disturb his popularity. While these thoughts were.
passing across my mind, I heard, in & remote corner of
the room, some Brother observe, in rather a loud tone of
voice— »

¢ “What glorious spirits he’ll be in when the commu-
mieation is made !’

" “Ha! ha! ha! was repeated in full chorus; and the
laughter became general when the joke was repeated. = -
uring these detached conversations, which continued
a few minutes longer, Capt. Smith entered the room, his
good-humoured countenance beaming with radiant smiles,
which diffused happiness and joy, like a gush of sunshine
breaking through an atmosphere of clouds. Greeting a
few of the Brethren as he passed, he walked straight up
to the pedestal, and gave the report. The Brethren
were clothed and seated round the table in a few minutes,
.and the R. W. M. opened the- Lodge. The minutes
having been read, and no particular business appearing
on the books, the Master was in the act of rising to
deliver thé Lecture, when he was superseded by Bro.
‘Shirley, who said, addressing the chair,—
+ “¢R. W. Sir, before you commence the business of
the Lodge, I would request the favour of a brief hearing,
as I have somewhat to communicate, which I trust wi
neither be disagreeable to you, or any of the Brethrea
present.’

«He resumed his seat,”” said the Square, “and Bre.
Smith replied, in his usual abrupt, but exceedingly
fwetigus manner, ‘Ho, Bro. Shirley, are not you out of
order? o

“sI am afraid, Bro. Shirley responded, ‘I am rather
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out of order, but, R. W. 8ir, I hope it will be oconsid-
ered an excusable trespass, when the nature of my com-
munication is known.’ )

“¢Go on, go on,’ was heard in the west. -

¢ ¢Order, order, chair,’ from the Brethren in the south.

“The R. W. M. then said, that although Bro. Shirley’s
interruption was somewhat: irregular, yet he should be
most happy to hear his proposition, and was sure that
the Brethren would entertain it with becoming dignity
and seriousness.’ : -

“Bro. Shirley having thus obtained the-sanction of
the chair, proceeded to say, that as it was the. evening
of the last Quarterly sapper during the presidency of
their worthy and popular R. W. %, a few Members of
the Lodge, himself included, as & mark of their esteem,
and a grateful admission of the talent by whieh he had
centributed so essentidlly to the general interests of the
Society, have resolved te provide a supper at their owa
expense. (Hear, hear, from all parts of the Lodge.)
And to invite Bro. Smith, and all the Members present, to
favour us with their company, hoping that the R. W. M.
will honour the banquet still further- by retaining the
chair, and Presiding over it with that tact and good-
huamour which have uniformly characterized the social
meetings of the Lodge when celebrated under his super-
intendence. And if, R. W. Sir, you will condescend to
aceept our offering, we further pray that, as there is no
particular business on the books, you will dispense with
the Lecture, and close the Lodge early, as supper.is to be
on the table at eight o’clock. -

« This speech was loudly applauded from every quarter
of the Lodge. When the acclamations had subsided,
Bro. Smith rose and said— : :

« Ho, friend Shirley, are you there with your bears?
Well, then, be it according to you wish. I thank you
for the honour, and by George, our King, wg¢'ll make a
night on’t. If this is to be the game, away with grave

- business; we’ll be merry for the nonce, if we never be
merry again. As the old song says—
¢ ¢ Adien, sober-thinking detraction and spleen ;
You ‘:ugbt to%énkmgstrmgen where Mas?ns convene ;

Come, jest, love, and laughter, ye soelable throng;
Yod’r’ejﬁee of the Lodge, and tyoe Masons belong.’
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«The Lodge was aoccordingly closed at eight, and the
Brethren adjourned to the sapper-room, on receiving aa
intimation from the Tyler, that the work-shop was deeo-
rated, the stalls placed, the mazorials spread, & a:hlar

on each rag, thepla{ﬁ:muet, the stars shi
lﬂ for charg-

barrels o Wg’ »

ing the canxons, and eve propared for immedisée
mastication.

© “The gallamt captam was now in his element. He
was ceremonially ushered into the supper-room by the
D. G: M. and Bro. Dunckerley, tf took his place
amidst the cheers and plaudits o ‘the Brethren. Every-
thing was in order, as the Tyler had announced, and &
sumptuous affair it proved to be. - When the Brethrem-
were seated, Graée was said by Bro. the Rev. Daniel
Turner, of Woo‘lwwh in the followin,

« ¢« O Source of purest light !" Lojq' lory’ Great,
sncomprekensibly great, are thy handzwoﬂu' Thou gavest

us, azthebmldmgly'thc Temple,wmiom strength, asd
’ u%ee Thou gavest us vitality, pleasure, meat, and drisk.

therefore, be glory, honour, praise, and thanks.’

*¢ This was the s?-n al for action; and immediately the
clatter of swords an pickazes, tyles and trowels, was heard,
and the proeess of mastication b

«¢ <I'll thank you to hand the cemcnt, says ome.

« ¢ A little of that sand,’ says another.
+ ¢ Tyler, top the luminaries, but do not extinguish the
strs,’ 8 thlrd called.out.

“¢@ive me the yellow powder, I want to fire a musm,
said the D. G. M.

¢t ¢ Rough ashlar here,’ a Brother demanded.

¢ <Remave this plaform ;# it is in my way,’ shouted an
&bese Brother, from whose brow the perspiration fell in .
a ‘copious shower, while he transferred-the choicest of
the. materials from the. workshop to his stomach; in the

rpetratiop of which he evinced a pertmaclty that
s:;p a mechanic perfect in the art.

¢ «Bro. Sequiera, do be so obliging as to favour me
with that barrel of strong powder, said Bro. Duncker-
ley.

® Seo the Historical Landmarks, vol. ii., lOl.fornoxplmaﬁm
of these temus. . P

‘-
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: “‘Changethmkmfeand ﬁ)rk lhoutad a Brother from
the West.

There was a dead silence! !!

. L »> * L *

“¢A fine! a fine!” said the Chairman ¢ Who's the
delinquent ¥’ :

“ He was e:?ioelt; di:covired the ﬁne satisfied; and the

er proc through its courses, as T8 gener-
lppdo until the rage of hunger was apm g°’(Ia‘hen
the previous sounds, like the sudden subsidence of &
hurricane, diminished into a peaceful stillness, inter
rupted only by an indistinct murmur of voices, as adjacent
Brethren conversed- together in whlspers The closing
Grace was then dehvere% —-

“‘God be praised! Thou hast thought on us this
also! Be prgedfor this day’s blessings. Ok, Wdﬁ/
Fatherly, according to thy grace and power, in happmm and
in sorrow, in all our ways, and bless this night.

After this thanksgiving, the barrels, amply provided
with strong and- ﬁdmmam,g , were duly arranged;
the cannons were set in order; the battle began in goed
earnest; and Bro. Smith proved himself to%e an exper
rienced commander.

“The R. W. M. issued his orders, that the canmons

*should be charged in line, and each placed in advance of
the zyle. He then gave one report, and propoeed the
first toast.

«<The King, God bless him !’

“ One stroke with the gavel, and the Brethren rose-to
their feet. y

«“¢<To arms! '

< Advance your cannons!

" “¢Discharge your cannons by three!

s cPire!

‘¢ Good fire!

“-‘Fim all! Qnick! .

- ® ® .

we Ground your arms!
“¢ Advance your swordp!
¢«¢<Poise your swords!
“ ‘Sslute w1th ‘swords!
»

“‘Swords at rest"
“ Acclamations, three times repeated

‘e . -
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. I oeuild tell you,? continaed-the Square, ¢ what toasts
‘'were drank, what songs were sung, and what hes
were made (though there was very liftle speechityi
it was all a running conversation, s;lmxkhng with wit
snd good humeur), but the detail would not advance my
design in communicating to you the peculiarities of
masonic custom. in the eighteenth eentury. If is true,
the abave ceremonies cannot be fairly classed amongat
the legitimate es of English Masonry, becanse they
were practised only by a few eccentric Masters, whose
popularity would bear them out in, what may be termed,
an innovation. But they were occasionally sanctioned
by the presence of the best and gravest of o8 in the
land. The carnivals of our Brethren in Scotland at the
same period, were generally enlivened by a game of
High Jinks.® On the continent the above customs were
absolutely enjeined as an indispensable part of the system,

: # Which I take the ki of describing by an extract from Bro.
Sir Walter Soott’s * Guy Manmmering” (vol. iv., p: 56, Ed. 1825).
“ Mr. Pleydell was a lively, sharp-looking gentleman, with a profes-
sional shrewdness in his eye, and, generally gpeaking, a professional
formality in his manners. But this, like his three-tailed wig and

black coat, he could slip off on a Saturday evening, when surreunded
.bya of jolly companions, and disposed for what he called alti-

tudes.. Upon the present occasion, the revel had lasted since four
o’clock, and, at length, under the direction of a venerable compotator,
who had shared the sports and festivity of three generations, the
frolicsome company bad begun to practise the ancient and now for-

m pastime of High Jinks. This game was played in several

ifferent ways. Most frequently the dice were thrown by the com-
pany, and those upon whom the lot fell, were cbliged to assume and
maintain, for a time, a certain fictitious character, or to re [
certain number of fescennine verses in a particular order. they
departed from the characters assigned, or if their memory proved
treacherous in the repetition, they incurred forfeits, which were either

compounded for by swallowing an additional bumper, or by paying a

sura towards the reckoning. At this sport the jovial company
were closely set when Mannering entered the room. JM: Counsellor

Pleydell, such gs we have described him, was enthroned as a monarch,

in an elbow-chair, placed on the dining-table, his scratch wig on one

side, his head crowned with a bottle-slider, his eye leering with an
expression betwixt fun and the effects of wine, while his court around
him resounded with such crambo scraps of verse as these:—

Where is Gerunto now ! and what's bédome of him?
Gerunto's dead, because he could not swim, &o., &o.

3::1:; O Themis, were anciently the sports of thy Soettish ehil
n!" - . . . .. ) -

[t
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and were consequéntly exercised‘in every foreign Lodge. .
In the. Adoptive system, the lady Masgz 'fell'lgl‘;ee ly
into the scheme, and during their hours of relaxation;
E:;tised the following formula. The Lodge was called
] s the degrees, a ladder; the door, a barrier; the
glasses, lamps; wine, red oil; water, white oil; bottles,
stchers, &c. And they applied it thus: Trim your lamps,
meant fill your glasses; drinking was termed, snuff your
lamps ; fire, lift up by five,”* &c. t to return.
" ¢«The evening passed away as most convivial evenings
do pass, although with a little more license than is eus-
tomary with you, for there was a freedom ir the enjoy-
ments of that period which is now unknown. Seng,
toast, and repartee constituted the staple of the enter-
tainment. - The following chorus was sung by all the
Brethren present more than once; and the convivialities
terminated at Low. Twelve with the National Anthem. -

*He that will not merry m be,
" . With a generous bowl and a toast,
May he in Bridewell be shut up, -
,And fast bound to a post.
¢* Let him be merry merry ‘there,
And we'll be merry merry here;
" For who can know where we shall. go
"Po be merry another year?
‘He that will not merry merry be,
And take his glass in coursse,
May he be obliged to drink small beer,
e’er a penny in his purse.
_ *Let him be merry, &eo. - . "
“He that will notmerry me
With a ooml.mny‘;;y joll;r{o?s', '
May he be plagued with a scolding wife B
'o confound him with her noise.
‘Let him be merry, &c/

“During -the pr_esidenc{ of- Capt. Smith, it whs in the
gloomy month of November, and the very Lodge which
sudcgeded the above gala, if my memory does not deceive
me,” continned my amusing companion, *he opened the
proceedings with ﬁeu'lial‘ ravity, and I was certain
something extraordinary had occurred to disqujet his
mind. Accordingly, after. the -usual routine of business
had been dnposes of, my anticipations were amply veri-

*® Vi¢ Hist. Landm., p. I1. -~
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figd; for. he made a communication which was reeeived
by the Brethren with displeasure and regret. He tald
the Lodge that he had received a letter from a Brother at
Aix-la-Chapelle, informing him that the Fraternity were
laced in a situation of great difficulty and danger by the
Kenunciationa of the priests; and imploring advice and
assistance from the ﬁlt?;lish Craft. . ‘It. appears,” he
gdded, ‘that they have been denounced from the altar
under the character of villains, .cut-throats, sorcerers,
and incarnate fiends; and one of the priests, whose name
ig. Louis Grumman, ‘assured his hearers that-fire from
heaven, like that which destrqyed the cities of the plain,
in the days of Abraham and Lot, would soon descend to
exterminate these imps of darkness for similar crimes.
¢¢These denunciations,” he continned, ‘produced such
a pawerful effect on the populace, that every persom
who is suspected of being a member of the gentle Craft,
is greeted in the public streets with hootings, yells, and
execrations; pelted with mud and stones, and otherwise
80 grossly insultéd that the Masons are afraid to proceed
about their usual business,.lest they should become the
victims of a blind bigotry, which, like its author, goes
about seeking whom it may devour; for the priests had
threatened every person with excommunication who
should consort with them, lodge them, or afford them
any countenance whatever.’ i )

“There was a solemn silence in the Lodge for some
minutes’ durétion,"' said the Square, “after this afflicting
intelligence had been communicated; when Bro. Row-
land Holt, the D. G. M., rose, and said that he had
received an official document on the same subject, with
these additional particalars; that the chief magistrate of
Aix-la-Chapelle, under the pretext of appeasing the

riests, had promulgated the Pope’s mandlt)ite inst

reemasonry, which denounced the severest penalties on
all persons who should either attend a Lodge, or favour
the Fraternity in the slightest degree. This increased
the evil; for' the priest, instead- of being appeased,
launched hig fulininations -with ‘additional fury, and
excited the peoplé to niadness, by rushing through the
streets, crucifix in band, and conjuring. them, by that
hbly symbel, to assist him in the extirpation of those
devils in human shape, whd were the enemies and
scourge of Christianity, and under the immediate com-
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demnation of God." Bro. Holt announced bhis intention
of bringing these untoward circumstances under the con-
sideration of the Grand Lodge, although he expressed
his doubts whether that body would be induced to inter-
fere, in the absence of any competent authority to render
its mediation efficacious.

“During Capt. Smith’s Mastership,” the Square con-
tinued, “the &elebrated masonic impostor, Balsamo, or,
a8 he styled himself, Count Cagliostro, flourished. He
had already attempted to make London the scene of his
charlataneries, hut without success. lllils revellsltions
respecting the Egyptian Masonry, which you will not
fbrp:: wgs Androgyne, were driys,credited, yand he was
obhiged to return to the place from whence he came. On
the contihent he was more successful, and found many
credulous and munificent patrons. His pretensions, how-
ever, becoming at length suspected, he resolved once
more to try his fortune in the English metropolis; and
he inserted a public circular in the ‘Morning Herald,’
dated Nov. 1, 1786, in which he fproposed to Introduce
into England his.new system of Masonry, and invited

1 These outrages happened in the eighteenth century, when the
mejority of the people oip every nation in Europe were without the
advantage of education. But what are we to think of the following
denunciation, pronounced ex cathedrd by a Romish Archbishop, in
the month of %ovegnber, 1851—the aie of schools and colleges, and
mental oculture? ¢Let me admonish you again, as I have done
before,” says the Archbishop, in his celebrated Pastoral, ¢ both by
word and in writing, that nothing can be more fatal to charity than
those secret societies which have been unhappily projeéted t.hmnﬁh—
out many parts of Ireland. I have befere decﬁred to you-—and I
beg of the clergy in every parish to repeat the admonition continu-
ally—that all those who are gmded together by oath in those wicked
societies, under whatever name they may be called, and, also, all
Catholics who join in the Society of FREEMASONRY, are subjected to
the pe: of excommunication; cut off as rotten branches from the
Church of God, and if they die in this deplorable state, doomed to
eternal perdition. It is'a sad calamity that a system so pernicious
in its effects, and so hostile to Christian charity, should be tolerated
or encouraged in any district. PAUL CULLEN, ARCHBISHOP AND
PRIMATE OF ALL JRELAND.” I would ask Primate Cullen how it
happens that, after suck a display of virtuous indignation against
Freemasonry as a secret society, he should give a tacit approbation,
by preserving & mystegjous silence on the subject, to the Vehme
Gerichte of Ribbonism, whose infamous emissaries are spread over
the whole. face of the. and commit assassinations with perfoot
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the Crafi to meet him for that purpose. It was thus
expressed :—

¢ To all True Masons. In the name Jemovau. The:
time is at length arrived for the construction of the New
Temple of Jerusalem. The advertiser invites all True
Masons to meet him on the 3rd instant, at nine o’clock,
at Reilly’s Tavern, Great Queen Street, to form a plan
for levelling the foot-stone of the true and only Temple
in the visib?e world.’

“It so happened,” said the Square, ¢ that our Lodge
met on the evening of the day when the above advertise-
ment was inserted; and it was publicly read by the R.
W. M., who observed that the matter was warmly taken
up by all the Brethren with whom he had conversed;
and after some deliberation, it was finally agreed that a
deputation should be appointed to meet him at the time
and place indicated, which should consist of all the lead-
ing Members of the Ledge, and it was expected that
many other Brethren would be present, which proved to
be the case.

¢« Cagliostro was a man of good address, and of un-
bounded assurance.* He exhibited all the cunning he

18 The following list of. the works published by and respecting this
impostor may be acceptable. ¢ Opissanie prebuwania w’ Mitawé is
westnaho Kaliostro na 1779 god.” 1788. ‘Fru von der Recke
Berittelse om Cagliostro’s magiske Forsock uti Mitau 1779.” Stock-
holm, 1793. *Cagliostro démasqué & Varsovie, ou relation authen-
tique de ses opérations alchimiques et magiques, faites dans cette
capitale en 1780. Par un témoin oculaire.” Laubanne, 1786. ¢ Le
Charlatun démasqué, ou les aventures et exploits du Comte de
Cagliostro. précedé d’ane lettre de M. Le Comte de Mirabeau.”
Franofort, 1786. ¢ Des Grafen Mirabeau Schreiben uber Lavater und
Cagliostro.” Leipzig, 1786. ‘ Confession du Comte de Cagliostro,
avec P'histoire de ses voyages en Russie, &o.” Cairo, 1787. ‘ Memo-
ria sulla dimora del Signor Cagliostro in Roveredo. In Italia, 1789
Liber memorialis de Caleostro dum esset Roborati. L’arrivée du
fameux Ca].agliostm, 1789.” «Compendio della vita e delle geste di
. Giuseppe Balsaino, denominato il Comte- Cagliostro, che si & estratto
dal processo contro di lui formato in Roma, ’anno 1790. In Roma,
nella Stamperia della Rev. Camera Apost. 1791.” ¢ Vie de Joseph
Balsamo, connu sous le nonr de Comte Cagliostro, extraite'de la pro-
obdure instruite contre lui 3 Rome, en 1790.”” . Paris et Strasbourg,
1791. * Testament de mort, et déclarations faites par Cagli
la secte des Illuminés, et se disant chef de la Loge Egyptienne, con-
damné & Rome.” Paris, 1791. ¢ Life of Count Cagliostro, with his
+Trial before the Iriquisition for being a Freemason.” London, 1781,
These are only & few of the works which were published, particularly
in Germany, respecting this very clever and successful impostor.
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was master of, unded his in a flourishing

eech, boasted omp‘:mowledge of the hermetic science,

e philosopher’s stone, and elixir of life ; referred to the
Czarina and the Grand Sultan as his most eminent
Ppairons, extolled his researches into futurity, through the
medium of animal magnetism, and exhibited a variety of
legerdemain tricks in proof of the extraordinary powers
oonferred by his system of Masonry, which imposed on a
few Members of the deputation, and astonished others.
But he had encountered talent superior to his own, and
in the end he was effectually exposed, and obliged to
leave the country. His life was. afterwards pub{ienhed,
h!i:d.??hemes were laid bare, and he came to an untimely
e .




CHAPTER X.
SECRETS.—JOHN NQORTHOUOK-
17851790, '

¢ A large man he was with eyen steps,
A fairer burgeis is tlmr.non,:'?l:n1 Chepe.
Bold of his speche, and wise, and wel ¥ taught,
JAnd of manhood hive lacked righte nxtight.
: CHAUCER.
“lﬁlls:ae lans of Fteemuontxl;y are pacific. It co-o with »
our ble; reli 'oninregnlnﬁng e teghpers, restraining © passions,
sweetening the dispositions, an ha.rmoanz‘;ng the discordant interests
of men; breathes a spirit of universal love and benevolence; addsone
thread more to the silken cord of evangelical charity which binds man
to man; and seeks to entwine the cardinal virtues and Christian
in the web of the affections, and the drapery of the con-
uot.”—HARRIS.
¢« 'Writers on Masonry, by the overwarmth of their zeal, are some-
times betrayed into the use of hy;sz:bolica.l epithets, and superfluous
effusions of panegyric on partic oocasions, that to ers, who
are not of the Fraternity, appear extravagant, and, of course, counter-
aot their intention. If our {gsﬁtuﬁon' be of a laudable nature, there
is less occasion to arrogate the reward of praise to ourselves; for so
long as a tree is known by its fruits, the world will do us justice.’—
NoOORTHOUCK.

«“T am old enough to remember the celebrateed Dean
Swift,” continued the Square, in that agreeable,
eipping tone to which I had become accustomed, * and I
think I have already alluded to a humorous effusion of his
spleen against the Order in which I have the honour-to
be the representative of justice and equality. But it is
not my present intention to refer to that exquisite pro-
duction of his satirical genius. He wrote a book to which
he prefixed the ludicrous title of .4 Tale of a Tub, which
gave mighty offence to his superiors, although I really do
not know why it should have had that effect—they did
not understand it, perhaps—in which, amongst eother
severe hits at his own, as well as other churches, he
represents John Calvin as saying, in reference to his
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father's 'will, i. ¢., the Bible, ‘Genilemen, I will prove thie
very sk of parchment to be meat; drink, and clothes; o be
the philosopher’s stome, and the universal medicine. In cen~
sequence of which raptures, he resolved to make use of i%
in the most necessary, as well as the most paltry oceasions
of life. He had a way of working it intd any shape ha
pleased, so that it served him for a nightcap when he
went to bed, and for an -umbrella in rainy weather. Ha
would lap a piece of it about a sore toe; or when he had
fita, burn two inches under his nose; or if anything lay
heavy on his stomach, scrape off and swallow as much of
the powder as would lie on a silver penny. They were
all infallible remedies.’

“You will not fail to perceive,” said the Square, ‘ that
. there is an abundance of matter for reflection in the
above passage. It con®eys the intelligible moral, that
our First Great Light contains a present remedy for
every affliction incident to the lot of man. And as a
curious coineidence, I mdst further inform you that I
once heard Bro: Preston make a similar remark respecting
the universal application of Fremasonry ; -not in the same
words, I admit, for they are widely difierent, but convey-
ing precisely the same meaning. ‘Masonry,” he said,
‘gives real and intrinsic excellency to man, and renders
him fit for the duties of society. It strengthens the
mind against the storms of life, paves the way to peace,
and promeotes domestic happiness. It meliorates the
temper, and improves the understanding; it is company
in solitude, and gives vivacity, variety, and energy to
social conversation. In youth, it governs the passions,
and employs asefully our most active faculties; and in
age, when sickness, imbecility, and disease have humbled
the oorf)oreal frame, and rendered the union of soul and
hody almost intolerable; it yields an ample fund of com~
fort and satisfactien.’ .

¢ I submit to your consideration,” the Square continued,
“ whether this character of Masonry is not indelible, and
of -universal application in all cases and circumstances of
life, whether of prosperity or adversity. Speak not!” he
continued, seeing I was about to reply to his appeal—
“answer not ! dumb, or you w:ﬁ make me so0! and
I will communicate a very interesting disputation that
once occurred in oanodge,whichwifl sbundantly esia-

*
L
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blish the truth of the above text. It added consi-
derably to the reputation that Bre. Noerthouck, our
new R. W. M., had’already attained by the publication
of his additions to Anderson’s History of Masonry.

“Now, I consider it necessary,” said the Master's
Jewel, «“ to correct, in limine, any misconception which-
may have arisen in your mind respecting this eminent
Brother, from the part he took in the dispute between
Bro. Preston and the Grand Lodge. His conduct on'that
occasion, .I freely’ admit, was open to censure; but ail
men are liable to view things in a distorted light when
their amour e is attacked. Such was the case with
Bro. Noorthouck. Notwithstanding this, he was a clever
and intelligent man, and an expert Masen; and his elec-
tion to the chair of our Lodge was not only unanimous, -
but carried by acclamation. The Members were glad to
enrol on their list of Masters the historian of nry
during the zenith of his popularity. :

- ¢ Bro. Preston, as I have already communicated te you,
was under a cloud ; but his Lectures were silently maii.ng
their way amongst the Fraternity, and Bro. Noorthouck
was not backward in doing them -ample justice, as will
be seen by the scientific conversation or dispute, as it
may be more properly denominated, between himself and
Bro. Mackintosh, on certain particulars which were at
that time rejected by the cowan, and considered ques-
, tionable even by some few imperfectly instructed Masons.

Bro. Mackintosg was a literary man, and not over fond of
Masonry at that time; but the arguments of the R. W. M.
were so effective, that he subsequently renounced his
errors, and became a useful and honoured Member of the
gentle Craft. '

‘It so happened,” said the Square, ¢ that Bro. Mack-
intosh, who was desirous of testing the actual literary
capabilities of Masonry, had made a motion, a few nights
after Bro. Noorthouck had been installed, to the effect
tﬂl::t in e 3 should be imperative on the R. W. M., for

time being, to deliver an original Lecture on tmport-
ant subject founected with megrw m w]u’cha%
shall be open, at least once in every quarter; and on that
night no other business shall be transacted. The motion was
duly seconded; and after considerable discussion, was

negatived by a large majority. '

.
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¢ When Bro. Mackintosh next appeared in his plaee,
which was not until three or four months after his mo-
tion had been defeated, there happened. to be no business
ol any importance on the books, and the R.W. M. took the
opportunity of aski:f him whether he was correct in
mosin that he had expressed an opinion at a previous

ge, that Freemasonry is-a very frivolous pursuit, and
unworthy the profession of a-gentleman.and a scholar.

“¢You have construed my observation cqgsrectly,” Bro
Mackintosh replied, ‘for I have hitherto found nothing in
Masonry which appears to be wort:! of the great interest
it has excited, or which offers an adequate return for the
time and expense that are often devoted to its exemplifi-
cation by some of our Brethren, from whose judgment
and intelligence in other matters I should have expected
better things.’

¢ And yet,’ the R. W. M. quietly observed, ¢ you have
attended tie Lodge with tolerable regularity. How can
this be accounted for, if you do not approve of our pro-
ceedings ¥’ )

‘¢« Why, the fact is,” he said, kindly, ‘that myself, and
a few other Brethren who enfertain similar opinions, have
made a point of attending out of respect to our late R.
W..M. and yourself. V?’ge are convinced that you both
believe Freemasonry to contain something more than
appears on the surface; and we are willing to assist you
in the development of your own principles, in the hope
that we may ultimately discover- what those princip,
are, and share with you in the benefits which they pro-
fessedly confer. We believe. that we may possibly be
able,.at some future time, to penetrate the mystery,
although I am free to confess that we have very litlt.;{e
hope of participating'in the enthusiasm which you so
uniformly display.’

“ <It was on this account that I was desirous of coming
to an explanation with you,’ returned the R. W. M. ¢ for,’
a8 it is unprofitable to fight with shadows, I am extreme-
ly anxious. to learn the nature of the objections which
are urged by those Brethren who act with you, and who
form a small minority in the Lodge; and should be glad
to. know the peculiar causes of the disappointment of
which you complain, that I may have an opportunity of
endeavouring to remove them.’ -

L
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«¢A fair proposal,” Bro. Mackintosh rejoiwed, <and I
most gratefully accept it.” - -

“The Brethren, you may be certain, were very atten-
tive,” said the Square, for a masonic discussion between
two such men was likely to prove exceedingly interest-
ing. Bro. Mackintosh then stated his objections seriazim.’

¢« In the first place,’ he said, ‘we are dissatisfied with
the Lectures; and are somewhat at a -loss to diseover
their real object and tendency. Vapid and uninteresting
in our view of the case, they appear ineapable of exciting
either a desire of knowledge, or an inclination to pursue
investigations which are so feebly recommended, so im-

rfectly supported; and lead to no profitable result.
g‘%ey profess- fo explain our peculiar ceremonies, but
they are too circumscribed. to render the explanation
satisfactory. They touch on an abundance of subjeets,
but always leave the inquirer in the dark. They excite
expectations which are never realized ; and, after having
been at the trouble of sifting them completely, and come
to count the gains, we scarcely find a single grain of*
wheat in a whole bushel of chaff.’

«¢] am sorry to find that you have formed such a low
estimate of our excellent Lodge -Lectures,” said Bro.
Noorthouck. ¢You forget that they are merely elemen-
tary. They were never intended to include a full develop-
ment of the system. They breathe thé fresh air of the
most early ages, and contain the essence of those pure
principles . which cemented, our ancient Brethren, and
gave them the influence they undoubtedly possessed over
the uncultivated spirits of the age in which they lived.
And in every instance where the Lectures are deficient,
in modern illustration, it is the admitted duty of the
. Master of the Lodge to:amplify and explain the more
occult passages, and impart to the Brethren that com-
glete instruction and information which may supply what

wanting, and make difficult and doubtful references
clear and satisfactory.’ ' : '

©*¢There may be something in this,” Bro. Mackintosh
replied ; ¢ and, accordingly, whenever you have announeed
an intention of delivering an origingl Lecture on some
particular symbol or portion of the ritual, you may have
remarked that the LoSg‘e is always well attended; but it
occurs so seldom, that we do not derive much
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from the practice. Indeed, what with our numerous
initiations, passings, raisings, and other routine business,
I scarcely see how you can find time ta repeat them
meore frequenitly. Now, as we have the Lectures tolera-
bly weill up, we cannot but consider our .attendance at
the Lodge, on ordinary occasions, little better than a
waste of time, because we merely reiterate, parrot-like,
certain words and forms with which we are well ac-
quainted, and with but v:rg slender praspects of in-~
- creasing our masonic knowledge. It was for this reason
that I submitted my motion at a late Lodge, which you
defeated by a mhajority that gave great umbrage and
disaatisfaction to many worthy Brethren who entertain
the same opinions as myself.’ . -
«¢My dear friend,’ said the R. W. M., ¢you could not
surely conceive that.I- would allow such a measure to
become a standing law of the Lodge; it would not only
increase the onerous nature of the duties attached to the
.chair, but prove a serious obstruction to business. ‘These
duties are plainly specified in- the Constitutions of Ma-~
sonry and the Bye-Laws of the Lodge, and the Brethren
are incapable of imposix;f any additiorial restrictions on
the chair, without an alteration of those Iaws. This
cannot be effected by the simple vote of a private Lodge.
Place a notice on the books for a revision of the Bye-
Laws, if you please; but you will not forget that all
new regulations must be submitted to the approval of
the  Grand Master; and I have serious doubts, even if
you succeeded in obtaining a majority of votes for that
purpose, whether such a law as you conwm;)hte would
pass the ordeal.’ ' . :
“¢Then throw-Masonry to the dogs —I'll, none on’t¥
replied Bro. Mackintosh, - petulantly ; ¢the  Lodge Lec-
tures are but chaff and bran, and of very little value.’
$¢¢You forget, my dear Brother,” interposed the R. W.
M., ‘that the.Lectures only profess to teach the elements
of the science. You appear to view our ancient Lee-
. tures through a false and uncertain medium, like a modern
freethinker. If you wish to penetrate into its more
abstruse arcans, you must meditate with seriousness and
attention on the several sections and clauses, for no art or
mystery can be attained by a mere knowledge of its first
rudimemts. Al buman learning emanates from the
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alphabet, but you will not contend that an acquaintance
with the alphabet alone will make you a wise or learned
man. The elements of divinity are contained in the short
catechism of the Church, but if your researches are not
extended beyond that summary of the Christian religion,
you will never become-a sound divine. In like manner,
the Lodge Lectures contain the leading principles of
Masonry ; but without something more than a mere
verbal knowjedge of these indispensable tests, you will
never be esteemed a bright, expert, or scientific Mason.’

“«This may be all very true,’ said Bro. Mackintosh,
‘but if we waive this objection, which, I am free to
confess, is not insuperable, still the general drift of the
Institution is 8 mystery which I am not able to pene-
trate.’

‘¢ Be it my province to enlighten you,” Bro. Noorth-
ouck replied. * You profess your ignorance of the real
. intention of Masonry; I am sorry for it. Surely you
must have gathered from the Lectures, that one of its
most imll)ortant objects is to diffase amongst mankinda .
upiversal principle of brotherly love and mutual good-
will, aceompanied by a discriminating application of
charity to worthy and deserving persons, when reduced
by unmetrited misfortune to distress and indigence—first,
to -the Fraternity, and then to all mankind. If these
were our sole pursuits, Freemasonry, so far from being
trifling and frivolous, as you and your friends appear in-
clined to think, is worthy of the ‘patronage and support
of the wise and good amongst every denomination of
Christians. You remember the paragraph in our Lodge
Lectures which illustrates the principle of universal
charity? Very well; if there be any truth in that,
Freemasonry cannot be surpassed by any other beneficent
institution.’ _

“¢‘I am well acquainted with the p: e to which
you refer,” Bro. Mackintosh observed, ‘and as I have
often witnessed its active operation, I am willing to con-
cede that,.in this respect, Freemasonry professes no more
than she practises; and I make this concession the more
readily from the knowledge which I possess of our public
institutions—where a princely provision has been made
for the permanent relief of destitute orphans, as well as
for the temporary assistance of dutmmﬂ) Brethren. But
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still all this might be done without any affectation of
secrecy ; for, after all, our real, or, as you would say,
pecauliar secrets amount to nothing, and might be coms
municated to thia world with:lllxt any serious inconveni-
ence—without, I may say, either inj to y OF
benefit to mankind.’ v o .Mnsonry
¢« ¢So,” Bro. Noorthouck exclaimed, ¢ you are offended
at our secrecy! But, tell me—what would Freemasonry
be—what would the world be, without its secrets?
What are the councillor’s wig, the physician’s gold-
headed cane, and the surplice and hood of the reverend
divine, but secret symbols of the mysteries contained in
those learned professions? - What are the arts of the
painter, the sculptor, and the desigrier, but secrets which
none but the initiated can understand ? And to descend
lower in the scale, what are the goose and thimble of the
tailor, the awl, last, and end of the manufacturer of boots
and shoes, but collateral emblems of the secrets of .their
respective crafts, which neither you nor I are able to
netrate? Secrets! Every profession and every trade
its peculiar secrets, as well as Masonry. What was
the powerful cause which produced - those ‘stupendous
masses of building, blazing with all the rich results of
decorative architecture, that adorn every corner of ‘our
land? It was secrecy! The Operative Masons, in those
days, adopted every secret measure—even holding their
Lodges in the crypts of cathedrals and churches—to pre-
vent the great principles of their science, by which their
regutation was secured and maintained, from being pub-
licly known. Even the workmen, the Apprentices and
Fellowcrafts, were unacquainted with the secret and re-
fined mechanism which cemented and imparted the trea-
sures of wisdom to the expert mastets of the art. The
were profoundly ignorant of the wisdom which planned,
the beauty which designed, and knew only the strength
and labour which executed the work.- The pressure and
counterpressure of complicated arches was a secret which
- the inferior workmen never attempted to penetrate.
They were blind instruments in the hands of intelligent
Master Masons, and completed the most sublime under- -
takings by the effect of mere mechanical and physical
power, without being able to comprehend the secret that
produced them ; without understanding the nice adjust-



178 THE BRBEVBLATIONS OF A SQUARN.

ment of ‘the members of a building fo each other; 8o ne-
cessary to a.ccom?liah a striking and permanent effect, or
without being-able to enter into the science exhibited in
the complicated details whiech were necessary to form a
harmonious and proportionate whole. And so it is at
the present day, and ever will be so long as the Craft
shall endure. - No, no, my dear Brother, you must not
underyalue our secrecy, because you know that of all the
arts which Masons possess, silence or secrecy constitutes
their peculiar distinction.’ :

‘s But tell me this,’ said- Bro. Mackintosh, ¢of what
real use is secrecy 7. If Freemasonry be truly-the bene-
ficent institution which you so loudly proclaim, ard I do
not question your sincerity, why not promulgate it pub-
licly; that all mankind may participate in its advantages?
‘We live in an enlightened age, when the -secret 'springs
of every art and science are clearly explained for publie
edification. The day of mysteries israpidly passing away,
and Freemasonry must, sooner or later, become a subject
of open investigation—why not anticipate the period, and
giveit to the people at once? ' I ask these questions that

"I may be furnished with a reply when I hear them

pressed by others. You may believe me when I add that
this objection is more frequently advanced than you can
imagine, and I confess that I have found it difficult to
satisfy the scruples of many of my uninitiated friends,
who have pertinaciously urged it upon me.

«¢Is that all? replied the R. W. M. ¢ Then I will
endeavour to enlighteén you; although I have often re-

retted that some of ‘our obstinate opponents have not

ied the experiment of initiation. They would lose
nothing, at all evehts; and it would be a positive advan-
tage to their argument by being. able to speak from
experience. - But to the purpose. You infer, if I under-
stand you rightly, that if our secrets were -known, they
would be much more highly estimated.’

¢ Bro. Mackintosh bowed.

¢ ¢« Now I entertain very serious doubts on that point,’
continued Bro. Noorthouck, warming with his subject.
¢I think, on the contrary, that they would lose their
interest,-and not be prized at all. It is the expected
secret that urges the candidate forward, like a well

i spaniel in search of game. The excitement




THE RRVELATIONS OF A SQUARE. 17

is every thing. It is hope, the yery ground and
essence of ‘our nature. No -secres, no candidates!
I would ask you, in return, whether the secrets
of Nature are more estimated by being known? Far
from it. The mechanism of the growth of a flower,
which was a profound sécret to our grandfathers, is now
becoming familiar to every boarding-school Miss. The
nature and uses of electricity were a secret, until Frank-
lin. furnished mankind with a key to its elucidation ; and
the day will come when, by the operation of a series of
discovertes and improvements, distant nations will be -
-able to communicate with each other in an incredible
short space of time. The secrets of geology are. every
day becoming more clearly developed. Gas and steam,
those vast and irresistible agents, still remain amonggt
the secret operations of Nature ;' but, depend upon it, the
éxperience of another age yill work wonders upon them.
Yet how few of the human race care about the study of
those sciences, whose secrets, open to all, are really
krown' to few, although -destined to confer permanent
benefits on mankind. The multitude profit by. the effect,
but disregard the cause. ' So in'Masonry. 'ghe Institu~
tion is daily bestowing innumerable moral blessings on
the world ; while the cause, or the secret, is-’known only
to a very small number, who are the agents by whom its
benefits are disseminated. But as I see Bro. Inwood in
his place, he will, perhaps, favour the Brethren with his
opinion on this important subjeot.’ '

"~ “Bro. Inwood,” said the Square, ¢ immediately rose
from his seat, and said, ¢ R. W. Sir, I am so well con-
vinced of your ability to defend all the salient points of
our Order, that I should not have presumed to offer my
opinion ‘without & call from the Chair. In-obedience,
however, to your request, I will refer you to Holy Writ
for a confirmation of ‘your hypothesis that secrets excite
a degree of attention when unknown, which vanishes
when they are openly divulged. . St. Paul told his dis-
ciples that when he was snatched .ui into the third
heaven, he heard unspeakable words, which it was net
lawful for a man to utter. Now it is quite -clear to me
that these words were calgulated to excite the curiosity
of the disciples to. the. highest pitch. - And that they did
80, we are farnished with abundant evidence to prove.
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The speculations on these hegvenly words were incessant
and overwhelming, and the disciples of different classes
attributed to them diverse and contradictory explana-
tions. But it appears, after all, that the Sacred Name
mm was the principal ingredient in this impenetrable
.secret.” Now, my Brethren, mark the consequence ; when
St. John imparted to them what these mysterious words
actually were, all their curiosity subsided, and they no
longer felt any interest in the investigation, although it
involved the solution of all their hopes, both in this
world and in the next. So of the secrets of Masonry—
many contradictory sgeculations have been urged respect-
ing their nature and design, as witness all the charlatan-
arie which has been greedily devoured by the public in
spurious revelations where they were said to be disclosed;
but if they were really made known, and public curiosity
allayed, they would be disregarded, like those stupendous
ghenomena, the revolutions ‘and laws of the heavenly
odies ; and all the concurrent benefits which they diffuse
throughout the entire fabric of society, would gradually
subside ; the redl would ‘supersede the ideal, and Free-
masenry, with all its advantages of sociality, brotherly
Tove, and .charlty, would be swallowed up and lest.’

¢ ¢ Admitting this argument to be sound,’ said Bto:
Mackintosh, curtly, ‘how does'it happen that the most
lpvely part of our species are formcHly excluded from
these benefits?’ . :

“¢Aye, there it is,” replied Bro. Noorthouck, getting
somewhat out of patience; ‘the old hackneyed objec-
tion, if ohjection 1t be, which is greatly to be doubted.
It would be more correctly termed a recommendation.
What do the ladies care about being excluded from con-
vivial societies, usually held at taverns and public-houses?
The exclusion on their part is voluntary. What lady—
except, perhaps, the ladies of the pavéi—would consent
to appear amongst the members of a law or medical
society for instance? at a saturnalia of barristers, or at
any of our well-frequented clubs? Even. at a domestic
dinner party, her sense of delicacy incites her to retire
to the drawing-room, while the male portion of the

ests take their wine with the host. Where is the

emale of any class that would not be ashamed of being
seen amongst the . Gormagous, the Pre-adamites, the




THE REVBLATIONS OF A SQUARE. 179

Grand Kaiheber, or any other of the legion of convivial
societies which exist in this great metropolis, carousing
with the members in an atmosphere redolent of the
fumes of beer and tobacco? Pshaw! any decent female
would revolt from sueh indelicate contamination; and
the simple preposition of such a degrading exposure of
her person, would be considered the highest insult you
could offer. No, sir,’ he continued, ‘the ladies would
hate us if we were to insist on their company at the
Lodge. I admit that, a few years ago, certain empirical
works on Masonry were read with avidity by a certain
class of females on the continent, who were anxious to
penetrate the great secret, if possible, without regard to
the means; and there was even an androgyne Order
formed for the admission of women ; and the excitement
was kept up by means of balls, feasts, and other amuse-
ments; but few were found to embrace the offer of
becoming acquainted with the secret by such unautherized
practices.’ ‘

‘¢ There may be something in what you say,’ replied
Bro. Mackintosh, ¢for I confess that although I have fre-
quently heard my female acquaintances say that they
are dying to know the secret, I never perceived any
anxiety on their part to mix with the members of the
Lodge. And certainly our late experiment of a masonic
ball, in imitation of the example afforded by our con-
tinental Brethren and Sisters of the Adoptive Lodges,
which I implicitly believed would have the effect of con-
ciliating our female friends, and inducing a more favour-
able opinion of our pursuits, was a decided failure; for
we were not honoured with the [;lresence of any ladies
of good standing in society ; which: rather favours your
hypothesis that they have no particular anxiety to
assemble in our Lodges, or share in our festive celebra-
tions.’

« ¢ am glad to hear,” Bro. Noerthouck replied, ¢that
you think these pollutions (for I cannot give maspnic
danoinﬁs a more favourable designation) are alien to the
principles of the Craft; becauge. you were one of the

ies who forced our late masonic ball upon me. But
hope you will do me the justice to admit that I :D}:f)osed
it. to the utmost, as an unmasonic proceeding ; only
gave way in compliapoe with the decision of ‘a majority
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of votes. But it would be a manifest-injustice te charge
the unhappy consequences of .this disgraceful proceeding
on Masonry, or to contend that the Order is responsible
for the results of a false step taken.in direct violation
both of its principles and its laws. This.ill-advised
measure has caused divisions amougst ourselves which
will be very difficult $o. heal, and pointed the finger of
scorn against the Institution in a mannet very little to
its credit. In a word, every evil has occurred which I
predicted, and several others, of which I never dreamed.’
“¢QOn this point,’ Bro. Mackintosh rejoined, ¢ we are
now of one mind. Experience has convinced me that
siuch celebrations are inexpedient, to say the least of
them; and I -intend to propoge, at some early Lodge,
that they be never repeated. I am quite sure that a
majorii?' of the Brethren will carry out the vote; for
most of us are utterly disgusted with ‘the result of the
experiment.’ : . ,

" ¢« ¢So truth prevails in the end,” the R. W. M. replied.
¢ The_charges of frivolity. which are pertinaciously pre-
ferred to the prejudice of our Institution by the outward
world, the cowan, and the profane, are sufficiently
anumerous already; let us not agd to them by the adop-
tion of an amusement which would give our adversaries
all the advanta?e they require to turn the tide of popular
feeling decidedly against’ us. It would, indeed, afford a
public confirgiation of those vague reports. which accuse
us of frittering away our valuable time in a-round of
trifling and childish - amusements, and devoting ourselves
to the temptations of luxury, and the indulgence of
sensual passions. Even Bro. Heidegger, the celebrated
arbiter elegantiarum of fashion, the very prince and high
priest of saltation, and enjoying the favour of the mon-
arch-—at the moment of his greatest influence with his
patron the Duke of Richmond, the Grand Master of
Masons, and -intrusted with the sole arrangement of the
Grand Lodge Festivals, would nat have dared to venture
on a proposition so hostile to the grave and serious prin-
ci{)]es' of the Order as a masonic -ball. - Dancing .is a
splecism irreconcileable with any one- point, part, oz
secret connected with the Institutions If once the Fra-
ternity is so weak and ineonsiderate as to give theme
selves up to such frivoloys and unworthy pursuits, they
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may bid farewell to Masonry; and, uniting themselves
with the ci-devant Gormagons, may danl:% under the
green-wood ttee.’

‘¢ Your observations are perfectly correct,’ said Bro.
Franeo, who rose the instant Bro. Noorthouck had
resumed his chair, ¢ English Masonry knows nothing of
a masonic ball. It is an exotic of foreign growth, and
will never thrive on British soil. It may be in character
with the continental Lodges of Adoption, which admit
females to join in the celebration, but it can never pre-
vail to any extent in a cogntry where ‘they are excluded
on principle from ‘participating in the privileges of the
Order. Consider, R. W. Sir, the marked indelicacy of
such a practice. " The Apron is used as the emblem of
separafion between the intellectual and carnal portions

the human body ; and, therefore, when exhibited at a
masonic ball, it affords (not to say invites) each lady, in
a contre-dance, a faveurable opportunity of .calcula'tinf.
with ect accuracy, the exact point where the inte
lectual ends, and the carnal begins. - In France this may.
not create an unfavourable sensation, because the merala
of the people are becoming extremely lax; but in
England, where correctneds of demeanour and rectitude
of conduct are the sole credentials of admission inte
decent society, such an example is contaminating heyond
all calculation. Good heavens! is it possible that the
Free and Accepted Mason.can be found who is capable
of subjecting the refined feelings of an English woman
to the degradation of a scrutiny like this!’

¢ Bro. co was warm,”” sald the Square; ¢ but
fectly correct. Fréemasonry has no' precedent for &
masonic ball; and I confess 1 felt grieved when the

riment was determined on by the vote of a majority
of the Brethren. Fortunately the attems t proved abor-
tive, and was never repeated. To pr .

¢« ¢«Well,’ Bro. Mackintosh quietly observed, ¢ noth‘i:;ﬁ
farther need be said on the subject ; for the question wi
now be finally settled 'so far as regards the members of
our Lodge. But you will not, I am afraid, so easily dis-
pose of the.objection, that the prayers of the Lodge are
offered up without any reference to the Redeemer of
mankind. As Christians, we cannot well understand
how this omisai l'(sm has been suffered to-.exist for so many
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centuries Amongst those who profess themselves fellow-
ers of a crucified Saviour.”

¢ ¢] am surprised,’ the R. W. M. replied, ‘that a man
of your sense and discrimination should have been led to
adopt this weak and puerile argument ;’ for he was some-
what piqued at the pertinacity of Bro. Mackintosh ; ¢ but,’
he continued, ¢ as we are now embarked in the discussiorn
of principles, I will again take the liberty of ealling on
Bro. Inwood to answer this objection, as it applies more
perticularly to his profession than to mine.’

“ Bro. Inwood replied without hesitation,” said the
Square: ¢ ‘It is true, R. W. Sir, that the Actual Name,
Jesus Christ, is not mentioned .in our present formulas,
as they have been revised by Bre. Preston, but why he
should have omitted the primitive invocation in his new
prayer, I am at-a loss to conjecture, as it was always
used by our ancient Brethren; and, therefore; Bro.
Mackintosh is mistaken in supposing .that the emission
had existed for centuries. But, waiving this argument,
have you' never considered that the Messiah is wor-
. shipped in Christian countries under a great variety of
significant -appellations, all of which refer to Jemovam
or Cazist ? Pn the Old Testament he is called the Voice
of the Lord, the Angel of the Covenant, the Wonderful,
the Councillor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father,
the Prince of Peace, tgé Creator, the Sun of Righteous-
ness, the First and the Last, Emanuel, a Shepherd, a
Rock, the Branch, &c., &c.- And in the New Testament
he has the corresponding titles of Emanuel, a Shepherd,
a Door, a Rock, the Advocate, Alpha and Omegs, the
Sun of Righteousness, the Builder and Maker of the
Universe, a Vine, the East, the Morning Star, &c.; under
any of - which agpella.tions he may be legitimately wor-
shipped. Now I would ask Bro. Mackintosh in -what
Name or names our invocations are usually made ¥’

¢ ¢ We commonly use that of T. G. A. O. T. U.,’ said
Bro. Mackintosh.

‘¢ Right. And according to the teaching of Masonry,
who is he?

« ¢ Him that was placed om the pinnacle of the Tem-
ple, at Jerusalem.’

¢ ¢Which was Jesus Christ, for no other person was
ever placed in that perilous situation ; and He, if we may
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believe the Scriptures, was the Creator or Architeet of
the ‘Universal World; or, as St. Paul expresses it; dy
whom and for whom all things were made. But we also
use the titles of Most Hiem and JeHOVAH, beth being
the names of Christ ; and amongst the diversity of appel-
lations-bestowed on him in-Holy Writ, I am decidedly of
opinion that the choice of our ancient Brethren was most
judieious. But more effectually to convince Bro. Mack-
mtosh of his error, I may add, that in the earliest masonic
prayers on record, the invocation was invariably made in
the actual name of Jegus Christ. These original prayers
have been discontinued only & very few years; that is,
from the time when Hutchinson introduced the following
well known passage into his Lectures, which were pub-
lecly and officially sanctioned by the Grand Lodge.
Speaking of the action of the Third Degree, he says,—
Phe Great Father of all, commiserating the miseries.of
the world, sent his only Son, who was innocence itself,
to teach the doctrine of salvation; by whom man was
raised from the death of sin unto a life of righteousness;
from the tomb of corruption unto the chambers of hope ;
from the darkness of despair to the célestial beams of
faith ; -and not only working for us this redemption, but
making with-us the covenant of regeneration, whence we
are become the children of the Divinity, and inheritors of
the realms of heaven. - - _

“ ¢«We Masons,’ Bro. Inwood continued, describing
the deplorable state of religion under the Jewish law,
‘speak in figures, and say,—Her tomb was in the rubbish
and filth cast forth of the Temple, and Acacia wove its
branches over her monument, amxa being the Greek
word for innocence, or being free from sin, implying that
the sins and corruptions of the.old law, and the devotees
of the Jewish altar, had hid religion from those who
sought her, and she was only to be found where innocence
survived, and under the banner ‘of the ‘Divine Lamb;
and, therefore, as we ourselves profess to be distinguished
by our Acacia, we ought to be true Acacians in our re-
ligious faith and tenets. Again; the acquisition of the
doctrines -of redemption is expressed in the typical cha-
raéter of Euramen (Hveapuv;‘ mvmt), and by the ap lica~
tien of that name amongst Masons,i t is implied that
we have discovered the knowledge of God and his salva-
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tion, and baye been redeemed from the death of sin, and
the sepulchre of pollution and unrighteousness. Thus
the Master Mason represented man under the Christian
doctrine, saved from the grave of iniquity, and raised to
the faith of salvation. As the great testimonial that we
are risen from the state of corruption, we bear the emblem
of the Holy Trinity, as the insignia of our vows, and of
the origin of the Master’s Order. At this period, also,
our worthy Bro, Preston, in his code of Lectures, which
have become almost universal in our Lodges, explains
the number Five, in the Second Degree, by a reference
to: the birth, life, death, resurrection, and ascension of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.’ )
« ¢ This explanation,” said Bro. Mackintosh, ‘ap
@ priori, 80 satisfactory, that I shall not take the trouble
- to examine its accuracy. But I have still another obser-
vation to make, with permission of the Chair, on a sub-
ject- which I confess has created somie serious misgivings
in my mind, respécting the real intention of the Order at
its original estaglishment.' Perhaps some well-informed
Brother will.be able to explain my doubts away. But it
naturally excites the apprehensions of a thinking man,
when he finds the science of alchymy, er some such
absurdity, anciently identified with Masonry, under the
nuspicious designation of Abrac, Abraxas, or Abracadabrs,
which is admitted by both the authorities you have just
cited, viz., Hutchinson and Preston.’
¢ <Your -doubts would be reasonable,” the R. W. M.
replied, ¢if they were just; but the admission of those
two great Masons is rather problematical, for they allude
to them only in expladation of an ancient manuncriglt;
said to be written in the reign of Henry VI., about
year 1430. Now, you will not forget that in- the age
indicated by this MS., alchymical pursuits excited the
attention of kings, peers, and prelates, and actually form-
ed one branch of liberal education. All the hidden
mysteries of natural philosophy were classéd under the
common head of occult science, and the king’s astrologer
was a public officer, and formed an influential member of
every royal homsehold'in Europe. But, nvy dear friend,
the Abracadabra was unconneeted with alchymy. Itis
an appropriation which throws us back upon the dark
ages of heatherr ignorance, when some philosophers con-
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tendéd. that fire was the chief deity; and heice, as
Bochart informs wus, in his “Sacred Geography,” the
city of Ur, in Chaldea, where, according to Jewish tradi-
tion,* Abraham was cast into the furnace, was so called
from a word signifying Lux, sex ignts. They placed fire
in' the centre of the earth, and as the earth was thus con-
sidered the primary object round which all the celestial
hodies revolved, the situation assigned to their deity was,
in their estimation, the absolute axle or pivot that direct-
ed and governed the entire universe.® This hypothesie
was in somie degree conformable to the opinions of the
Jews, who entertainéd a firm belief that Jrmovan, who-
had manifested himself to their ancestors by fire, was
tesident in their land only, which they esteemed to be
the centre or middle of the earth, and that the said axle
was exactly coincident with the Sanctum Sanctorum of
the Temple at Jerusalem. Hence they pronounced the
rest of tge world to be out of the pale of God’s obser-
vation and protection, occupying an indefinite circle of
darkness, and alienated from the light of the Most High.’

¢ ¢<You are aware, of course,’ said Bra. Mackintosh,
:11;1;:1; this interpretation was repudiated by the Basili-

8.}

“¢] am not ignorant of the fact,’ replied the R. W.
M. ¢The Basilideans, and other Gnostics, being better
informed than the Jews, from having ‘been instructed in
the truths of Christian revelation, fell into errors equally
fatal and absurd, by an intermixture of the Egyptian

hilosophy with the tenets of the Christian religion.

hey emancipated Jehovah from the Pythagorean-and
Jewish centre, and confined him to the circle of the
year. They endowed him with 365 attributes or emana-
tions, one for each diurnal rotation, which were individu-
ally deified in their turn as a separate power, and invested
with a corresponding name.’ '

“ ¢« And do you conceive this absurd doctrine to have
been embodied in Masonry by our ancient Brethren?’
interposed Bro. Mackintosh, ‘for that is the question I
am desirous to have solved.’

1

! Geog. Saer., p. 83, ed. 1681. * Jerom., on Ciem. xi., 3.
"B Hist. Jait, p. 68,0, .
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¢ <Not at all,’ said Bro. Noorthouck. ‘The Egyptian
doctrine, from which this was borrowed, -appertained to
the worship of Isis (a corruption, according to the
Basilideans, of the name of gesus), who was ealled
Myrionyma, or the goddess with a thousand names, each
name being a-separate attribute, and proclaimed herself,
as Plutarch informs us, Sum quidquid fust, est, et erit, nemoque
mortalium miks adhut velum detrazit. ' ‘Apuleius introduces
her as saying, “I am the queen of heaven, the mystery.
of the elements, the beginning of ages, the governor of
the firmament,” &c. And it was in imitation of this pro-
totype that Basilides gave his 8656 names to.the deity,
one of which—perhaps the chief—was Abraxas,* which,
on the one hand, referred to the sun at the first hour of
his rising, and, on the other, to Jesus, who is represented
in the New Testament as the Day-sTar. from on high,
rising in the East. Now, the Day-star is the sun, and
hence he is called in another place the Sun of Righteous-
ness.’ - ' _ .
¢ ¢ Then what, in the name of patience,” Bro. Mackin-
tosh hastily said—* what.was this fucultie of Abrac, about
which so much has been said ¥ .

“¢Be calm,” the R. W. M. answered, ‘and I will tell
you. The facultie of Abrac, mentioned in the MS. to
which you have referred, was nothing rhore than the art
of raising a horoscope or figure of the heavens at a cer-
tain given moment of time; and every almanac-maker at
the present day is acquainted with the process, although
I greatly doubt whether it ever formed a legitimate
object of research in a Masons’ Lodge. I am rather
inclined to think that, as-the MS. was only a copy of one
still older, this art was inserted amongst the secret prac-
tices of ‘Masonry by some ignorant transcriber, who
fancied that being an occult, it must necessarily be a
Masonic pursuit. I admit that the word Abraxas is
found on some few of the Craft Lodge floorcloths, but
whether the Brethren understand the facultie of Abrac
literally, or whether it is intended as a name of the
Mediator, I will not pretend to determine.’

4 For a full description of the Abraxas, see my artiole on the sub-
jeot, in the F. Q. R., for 1848, p. 376. ~
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. %¢You will excuse me, I am sure,’ said Bro. Mackin-
tosh, ¢if I suggest a still further questien, apd it shall be-
the last, arising out of a e.in the R. A. Lectures,
where mention is made of the goul of Nature. I confess
I cannot understand it, unléss it has a reference to the.
above subject.’ ' .

«“ ¢ You are correct,’ the R. W. M. replied,  in supposi
that the Soul of Nature refers to the Xbraxas, for we fin
that name substituted for Jehovah in some of the earliest
chapters. It is, in fact, a reproduction of the_Platonic
triangle, T°AcaTHON—NoUus—PsycHE. The Platonists
believed the world or Nature to be a living animal, endued
with a soul ({wor evyvror); and esteemed it as a form
informing the universe, or rather a Form assistant, ima-
gining it unsuitable to its deity to be mixed with, or
vitally united to the grossest sub-celestial matter, and to
have perceptions of all its motions. You will find the
doctrine explained in Seneca de Beneficio, in the seventh
chapter of the Fourth Book. According to this philo-
sopher, when treating of the Soul of the Worll)d or

" Nature, matter is eternal—T’Agathon representing the
Supreme Being—Nous, or Logos, the Intellectual world
—and Psyche, or Demiurgus, a sort of deputy Creator,
or Soul infused into Nature, which was constructed out
of pre-existent materials, called Hyle. This quaternary
of tg)e Intellectual World or Nature, T’Agathon—Nous
«—Psyche—Hyle, formed the Pythz?orean Tetractys, and
was considered equivalent to the Jewish Tetragramma-
ton, which may be the reason why a reference to the
doctrine was improperly foisted into R. A. Masonry b
our respected and intelligent Brother Dunckerley ;Yut{
conceive that no such principles were ever intended to
form a characteristic portion of this exalted Order.’

. % ¢My dear friend,” said Bro. Mackintosh, ‘I confess I
ought to cry vi, and apologise for the trouble I have
given you. You have afforded me considerable enlighten-
ment on these intricate subjects; and, to say the truth,
I was scarcely aware that they were capable of such an
elucidation. It strikes me that occasional conversations
like this in which we are at present engaged in open
Lodge, on doubtful or unintelligible points, would be of
great service to Masonry, and confer more essential
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benefits on the Brethren than the eternal repetition of
the usual Lodge Leetures.’ ’

¢“The Brethren professed themselves to be greatly
edified by the discussion,” said the Square, ‘“and Bro.
Mackintosh, from that moment, became & zealous and
industrious Mason, and gradually advanced to the highest
honeurs of the Craft.”




CHAPTER XI.
OHARLATANS.—ARTHUR TRGART.
1790--1794.

 Absentem qui rodit amicum;
i non defendit, alio te; solutos
i captat risus hominum, famamque dicacis;
] ul non visa potest; commissa tacere
Qui nequit; hic niger est : huno tu, Romane, caveto.”
_ Hor.
“The base and vile doctrine of doing evil that good may come;
or, in other words, that the end justifies the means, has been
dleg:l against the Freemasons. Or, rather, it is expressly asserted
of Jesuits and Illuminees, by authors who decidedly implicate
and involve our Society with those corrupt associations; declaring it
to be formed on the same plan, founded on the same principles, and
furthering the same designs.” —HARRIS.

4 In mids of which depainted there we found
Deadly debate, all full of snaky hair
That with a bloody fillet was ybound
Outbreathing nought but discord everywhere.” B
SacxviLLE.

Tar Square continued his Revelations in a moralizing
spirit. ¢ Towards the conclusion of the eighteenth cen-
tury,” he said, “ Fremasonry had many enemies to con-
tend with. Besides the professed Cowans, there were
false Masons, seceding lﬁsons, and Antimasons, all of
whom were arrayed against the truth; but the latter
were the most venomous. They attacked, with blind
and indiscriminate zeal, like a bear overturning a hive of

- bees, unconscious of the pupishment to which he exposes
himbelf, an institution, of the design of which they were
profoundly ignorant, with the avowed determination of
scuttling and sinking the ﬁmt ship. This hazy notion
led them into a slough of difficulties, where every plunge
they made sank themn deeper and deeper in their soft and
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miry bed. Pope had already described them in the
¢ Dunciad :’—

¢« Here plung’d a feeble, but a desperate pack,
With l;aomllxg; sickly Brother at lnl; back ;
Sons of a day! just buoyant on the flood,
They number’d with the.puppies in the mud.
Ask yeo their names? I conﬁ as soon disclose
The names of these blind puppies as of those.’

“Nor could they be made to understand that the
nius of Masonry, while pursuing her stately march of
g:nevolence through the world, es happiness wher-
I.;:l(.l. she appears, and scatters blessings with a liberal

«Her flowing ‘raiment pure as virgin snow
Or fabled Eeld wherepfnirost lilies grow,

A milk-white lamb ran sporting by her side,
As innocence her manners dignified.

.Her whole deportment-harmony and love,
Temper’d with meekness from the realms abiove.
A blazing star upon her front she wore; :
A cornucopia in her hand she bore. .

‘Where’er she trod the sciences arose;

‘Where’er she breath’d confusion sham’d her foes ;
Dismayed they fled, not dar’d to look behind, -
For foes of her were foes of human kind.’!

« Although Freemasonry is thus constantly employed
in performing the high behests of the Divinity, the Anti-
masons of a foreign land, during thé period now under
our consideration, succeeded in obstructing her course,
and, for a brief period, absolutely annihilated her ex-
istence, amidst the wild dissensions and anarchy of a
blood-stained revolution. Translations of the virulent
attacks of Lefranc? and Latocnaye® were freely distri-

! From an unpublished * Ode on Masonry,” by the Rev. 8. Oliver.

$ Lefranc’s work is called the ¢ Veil withdrawn for the Curious;
or, the Sectet of the Revolution divulged by the aid of Freemasonry.
By the Abbé Lefranc, Principal of the Seminary of the Eudists, at
Caen, in Normandy.” 1792. .

3 «The Philosophy of Masonry.” An answer to this attack was
published in the *Freemasons’ Magazine® for 1793, in which the
writer gives the following account of the object and design of Free-
masonry :—*¢ This -subline Institution refines society into a more
beaatiful and a more perfect system, by joining men together in closer
and more affectionate relations than is the case in the enlarged state
of social intercourse. But its grand labour to bring about this glorious
-end, is to make its votaries good men and true; and as the strong-
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buted; the former of whom reproduced the worn-out
fiction, that, on the deatlr of a friend who had been a
very zealous Mason and many years Master of a respect-
able Lodge, he found amongst his papers a collection of
masonic writings, containing the rituals, catechisms, and
symbols of every kind belonging to a train of degrees,
together with many discourses delivered in different

es, and minutes of their proceedings. The perusal

- him, as he tells his readers, with astonishment and

anxiety. ~ For he found that dootrines were taught, and
maxims of conduct inculcated, which were subversive of
religion and all good order in the state;* and which net
only countenanced disloyalty and sedition, but even in-
vited to it. He thought them so dangerous to the state,
that he sent an account of them to the Archbishop of
Paris, long before the Revolution, in the hope that he
would represent the matter to his majesty’s ministers,

est motive to virtue, it points their view to that Temple of immortal
perfection beyond the present state, where social happiness is alone
ocomplete, but. which you have endeavoured to pemuaSe men is only
& visionary structure erected by artifice, and supported by super-
stition.” ° . ’ )
4+ Lefranc séems to have improved on the fable invented by an
English charlatan, and inserted in-the Preface of a pretended reve-
lation which had been published many, years before; where the
anthor unblushingly rocﬁﬁms, for the purpose, we suppose, of obyvi-
ng the suspicion of pefjury, the incredible fiction that he acquired
his knowledge from some loose papers belonging to a merchant, to
whom he was nearly related, who had been a member of the Queen’s
Arms Lodge, 8t. Paul's Churchydrd. This relation dying about ten
ears ago, the Editor became possessed of his effects; and on look-
ing over his papers, amo, others he found some memorandums of
Masonry, which excited his -curiosity so far, that he resolved to énter
a Lodge without going .through the ceremonies required by the
Society. He first made trial on an intimate ‘acquaintance who was a
Freemason, and he readily returned the sign which was magde to hini.
After a more particular examination on the part of his friend, as to
where he was made, and when, &c., to all of which he answered with
great readiness, he received an invitation to attend the Lodge as a
visiting member. Elated by success, he consented to accompany his
friend ; and after the usmal ceremony at the door, he was admitted by.
“ the Tyler, clothed himself in his apron, and took his seat as a Bro-
ther . He further tells his readers that he was present at two
initiations, and that the ceremonies correspondéd with his deceased
relative’s papers. He then went to another Lodge, where he distin-
ished himself greatly in answering the Questions proposed by the
, which he aoquired from his friend’s manuscripts of the Entered
Apprentice, and Fellowcraft’s Leotures. .
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and that they would put an end to the meetings of: this
dangerous wociety, or at least restrain its members from
committing such excesses.” But he was disappointed,
and, therefore, thought it was his duty to lay them
befaore the public. :

« And Latocnaye,” continued the Square, ¢ treats his
readers with a rigmarole story, that when he was initi-
ated, an old gentleman asked him what he thought of
Freemasonry. He answered, * A great deal of noise, and
mhuch nonsense.’ ¢Nensense! said the other; ¢do not
judge so rashly, young man, I have been a Mason these
twenty-five years, and the farther I advanced the more
interested I became ; but I stopped short, and nothing
shall prevail on me to proceed a step farther.’ In another
oconversation the old gentleman confessed that his quarrel
with the Institution originated in his refusal, a long time
previous, to accede to some trdasonable g:'opoeals which
- were made to him by some members of his Lodge, ever
gince which he had been treated by the Fraternity with
great reserve ; and under the pretext of further instrue-.
tions, they weére anxious to soften down their seditious
proposals by giving them a.different explanation, for the
purpose of removing the suspicions which he had formed
concerning the ultimate scope of the Institution.

““Then the great guns were brought to bear on the
Order,” said the Square, * in the ponderous * Ptoofs’ of
Professor Robison,® and the Abbé Barruel’s ¢ Memoirs of
Jacobinism ;® the latter of whom, with consummate skill,

8 « Proofs of a Conspiracy against all Religions and Governments
of Europe, carried on in the Secret Meetings of Freemmasons, Ilumi-
nati, and Reading Societies. Collected from authorities. By
John Robison.” ~Edinburgh, Creech, 1797. The Second Edition,
with corrections and additions: London, 'Cadell: and Edinburgh,
Creech, 1797. Third Edition, still further enlarged : London, Cadell,
1798. Fourth Edition: London, 1798. This book was translated
into French, and published by Thory. in 1797 ; into German, and

ublished in 1800; with other editions in 1802 and 1803 ; and also

into several other continental 8.
¢ « Memoirs, illustrating the of Jaoobinism, by the Abbé
Barruel, and translated into English by the Hon. Robert Clifford”
London, 1797. Second Edition : London, 1798. This extraordinary
book was originally written in French. It went several
editions in that country, and was translated into most of the conti-
nental . In;:sportofhistheory,Bmelteﬂshismdﬂl
that & who been disgusted with what he saw in the
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graced a losing cause by dressing up falsehood in great
eloquence of anguagelryand gilginlg) discomfiture with
selfish adulation. These two works created an immense
sensation, although they were powerfully answered by
Preston,” Jones,® and other masonic worthies.
% And the task was not difficult,” said the Square
 If these unprincipled charlatans, abbés, and professors,
had favo us_ with a few rays of truth to enlighten
our progress through the vast region of darkness and erro
into which their copious tomes have led us, we might
have afforded to excuse the evil for the sake of the good.
But obtrectatio ac livor pronis auribus. accipiuntur;® and
instead of that, their publications present to our view
one gigantic tissue of errors. False in min’inciple, false in
practioce, false in facts, and false in detail, they are unpos-
sessed of a single redéeming feature, although they pedssed
through as many editions as ¢ Jack the Giant Killer’ and
¢ Tom Thumb; and every argument, every- objection,
and every surmise has been answered and refuted a thou-
sand times over. . .
« As for Barruel, he was either deceived himself, or
ssessed with a wilful and wicked determination ef
eceiving others. The latter alternative appears the most
reasonable ; for it is- barely possible that he could be
misinformed on a subject, to the study-of which he had
devoted all his energies for the professed purpose of

Freemasons’ Lodges, reported it to the minister, saying that he con-
sidered it his duty to do this, though it might probably lodgle him in
the Bastile. The minister turned on his heel, and said, with & smile,
¢ Be satisfied, my friend, you shall not go to the Bastile, nor will the
Freemasons disturb the state.” It appears also that the king himself
had been informed of those dangerous proceedings. But being edsy
and confident, he did not know the change which had been produced
in the minds of his subjects, till his return from Varennes. Then he
observed to a friend, ‘ How does it happen that I closed my mind
against this? I was informed of it all eleven years ago, and refosed
to believe it.”

7 ¢ Freemasons’ Magasine,” ahd * Illustrations of Masoury.”

® A Vindication of nry. from the charge of having given rise
to the'French Revolution, in the *‘Masonic Essayist.” .

9 «WWhat !” cried the scholar, *“ have you gtudied the classios 7
¢ You ought hardly to be surprised at that,”” replied the devil. *J
speak fluently all the barbarous tongues—Hebrew, Greek, Persio,
and Arabic. Nevertheless, I am not vain of my attainments; -and
that, at all events, is anadvantage I have over your learned pedants.”
—ASMODRUS. - - .
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exposure and ultimate extinction. He- tells his readers
the improbable fiction that initiation was absolutely forced
upon him. Hear his lachrymose confession from his own
mouth, and wonder: ¢ During.the last twenty years,’ he
says, ‘it was difficult, especially in Paris, to meef with
persons who did not belong'to the Society of Freema-
sons. I was acquainted with many, and some were my
most intimate friends. These, with all that zeal conimon to
young adepts, frequently pressing me to become one of
the, Brotherhood ; and notwithstanding my constant and
steady refusal, they determined to enrol me. .Having.
settled their plan, I was invited to dinner at a friend’s
houge,; and was the only prefane person in the midst of a
large assembly of Masons. Dinner being over, and the
serventy having withdrawn, it was proposed to form
themselves into a Lodge, and: to initiate me. I persisted
in my refusal, and particularly declined to take any oath
to keep those things secret which were unknown to me.
The oath was, therefore, dispensed with ; but I still
.refused. They then became more pressing; telling me
that Masonry was perfectly inndcent, ang its morality
unobjectionable. - In ref)ly, I asked whether it was better
than that of the Gospel. They only answered by form-
ing themselves into 8 Lodge, and commenced all those

1 s and childish ceremonies which are described in
books on Masonry. I attempted to escape, but in vain ;
the apartment was very extensive, the house in a retired
situation, the servants in the sec¢ret, and all the doors
tocked. I was then questioned, and my answers weré
given laughingly. In the end I was admitted Apprentice,
and immediately afterwards Fellowcraft. Having receiv-
ed these two degrees, I was informed that a third was
to be confexred on me. On this I was conducted into
another spacioug apartment, where the scene changed,
and assumed a more serious appearance, &c., Ohe,.jam
satis! :

“ Do you-believe this medley of improbabilities ?* said
the Square, interrogatively. “No one does. There is
not a single grain of truth in this overflowing measure
of chaff. Freemasonry is not & proselyting system ; no
zealous - young adepts can press their friends to become
-Masons, for the candidate is bound to declare .that his
application is purely unsolicited, or he would be summa-
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rily rejected. - Again, no Lodge can be opeped after din-
ner in a private house, nor in the presence of a candidate
before imitiation; the O. B. cannot be dispensed with ;
the Brethren have no grimaces and childish ceremonies ;
nor ean three degrees be conferred at one time. Such
~vild assertions as the Abbé has used to cajole his reade,
may blind the profane and Antimason, who will com f:’
eently swallow a camel’s load. of the most incredible
scurrility, when directed against the Institution of Free
masonry ; ‘but no- man of ordinary common sense could
be deluded into believing such a mendacious statement,
which violates all the ordinary principles by which
Masonry is regulated and knit together. :

“To supf)ort his hypothesis, that the object of Free-
masonry is liberty and equality, or, in other words, revo-
lution, and the destruction of social order, Barruel used
the following argument, deduced from presuming facts.
¢It was on the duy,’ he says, ‘when Louis XVI. was im-
grisoned by a Decree of the Jacobins, that the secret of

reemasonry was, for the first time, made public; that .
secret, so dear to them, and which they preserved with
all the solemanity of the most inviolable oath. At the
reading of this famous decree, they exclaimed, “We have
at length succeeded, and France is no other than one .
immense Lodge. The whole French people are Free-
masons, and the entire universe will soon follow their
example.” I witnessed this enthusiasm, and heard the
conversation to which it gave.rise. I heard Masons, till
then the most reserved, freely and openly declare, that
at length the grand object of Masonry was accomplished
by the establishment of equalit{ and liberty. ¢ All men
are now equal and brothers,” they exclaimed, ¢and all
men are free: This is the entire substance of our doctrine,
the object of our wishes, and the whole of our Grand
Secret.” Such was the language,’ says the Abbé, ¢ which
I heard fall from the most zealous Masons; from those
whom I have seen decorated with all the insignia of the
highest degrees, and who enjoyed the rights of Vener-
ables to preside over the Lodges. I have heard thém
express themselves in this manner before those whom
Masons would call the profane, without enjoining the
slightest secresy, either from the men or women present.
They said it in a tone as if they wished all France should
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be acquainted with this glorious achievement of Masonry ;
as if they ‘were to reaog ise in them its benefactors, and
the authors of that revolution of Equariry and Liserry,
of which it had given so grand an example to all Europe.
Such, in reality, was the general secret of the Freemasons.

“The man declares,” pursued the Square, « that he
saw and heard all this. he to be credited? I think
not; or at least his testimony must be received cum graso
salis; for it may be difficult to conjecture what kind of
reyerie he was in when-he dreamt of such absurdities.

“Once more. He presents his readers with a pretended
extract from the Lodge Lectures. Listen to it: ¢ Learn,
in the first place,” says the Venerable to the candidate,
‘that the three implements with which you have been
made acquainted, viz., the Bible, the Compass, and the
Square, have a secret signification, which I will ex-
plain. The Bible instructs you to acknowledge no
other law than that of Adam—the law which the Al-
mighty en%:aved on his heart, and is called the Law of
Nature. The Compasses recall‘to your mind that God is
the central point from which everythin§ is equally dis-
tant, and to which everything is equally near. By the
Square you learn that Gtod has made everything equal.
The Cubical Stone teaches that all actions are alike with
respect to the Sovereign good. The death of Hiram, and
the change of the Master's word, teach you that it is
difficult to escape the snares of ignorance; and that it is
your duty to show the same courage as our Master Hiram,
who suffered himself to be massacred rather than hearken
to the persuasion of his assassins.’ ’

¢ One would think,” continued the Square, emphatic-
ally, ‘“that the simplest and most gullible Cowan in his
majesty’s dominion could scarcely be deceived by the
relation of these gross absurdities. If Barruel believed
them himself, he had more- verdant reticulations on the
cuticle of his brain than I gave him.credit for. I am nat
hypercritical ; but I put it to you pointedly and plainly,
whether, on a fair literal and grammatical construction
of his words, any resemblance, however remote, to our
general illustrations, can be traced in this fanciful
sition of our highly-esteemed symbols? And it is, there-
fore, impossible to arrive at any other-conclusion than
that a wilful perversion of facts, supported by a sophis-
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tieal train of reasoning, are the unstable grounds .on
which the Jesuit has founded a superstructure, that, like
the ancient military towers-called Belfroi, was intended
to batter down, and level with the earth, the bulwarks
of -a benevolent institution, which teaches man to do
.jrustly, to love mercy, and to-walk humbly with his God.
he attempt, however, failed most signally, and the de-

famers of the Order sank into insignificance. 'We may,
therefore, say with Dryden,— . t
¢ Let them rail on; let their vindictive muse,

Have four and twenty letters to abuse,

‘Which, if they jumble to one line of sense,

Indict them of a capital offence.’

¢ This in;portant subject,” the Square proceeded to

. say, “eonstituted a prolific topic of conversation amongst-

the Craft, and it was once discussed seriatim by the Mem-
bers of our-Lodge, who exgressed their opinions on it
very freely. It was induced by an observation of Bro.
Arthur Pegart, who was installed on St. John’s day, 1793,
that he had recently seen a book, published by a French
emigrant, which was intended to prove that Masonry is
a system of deism. , _
«¢And to convincé you, Brethren,’ the R. W. M. con-
tinued, °of the lamentable ignorance which this gentle-
man displays of the Institution which he professes: to ex-
Ppose, you shall hear the aceount that he gives, of one of
the ceremonies of initiation. He tells his readers that
the eandidate, after having heard many threatenings
agsainst those who should betray the secrats of the Order,
is ¢onducted to a place where he sees the déad bodies of
several persons who are said to- have suffered for their
treachery. At this point of the ceremony, he himself,
as he coolly asserts, .saw his own Brother bound hand
and foot, and was informed that he was doomed to suffer
the punishment due to this grave offence, and that it was
reserved for himself to be the-instrument of their' ven-
geance, which would enable him to manifést his com-
plete devotion to the Order. It being observed, however,
that his countenince indicated extreme horror, as his
Brother econtinued earnestly to implore his ‘mercy, a
bandage was charitably placed: over his eyes, in order to
spare his . feelings. A er was then placed in his
14
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right hand, his left ‘being laid on the palpitating heart of
the victim, and he was commanded to strike. He in-
stantly obeyed; and when the bandage was removed
from his eyes, he discovered that a lamb had been sab-
stituted, although he verily believed- that he had stabbed
his brother. Surely, he adds, such trials, and such wan-
ton cruelty, are fit only for training conspirators.’

¢ He cannot be speaking of blue Masonry,’ Bro. Pigeu
observed, ¢for there is not a shadow of resemblance to
any one of our ceremonies in the entire process.’

“<He scarcely knows what he is speaking of,’ said
Bro. Jones; ¢ but it is evident that he intends the pro-
fane world to believe that it is & faithful description of
our secret rites; and to my certain knowledge there are
a vast number of people that either do, .or pretend to
believe it,’ \

“cAs t}xey do also,” Bro. Preston interposed, ¢ the wild
assertion of Lefranc, that while the National Assembly

protected the meetings of Freemasons, it peremptorily

rohibited those of every other Society. The obligation,
e continues, of laying aside all stars, ribbons, crosses,
and other honourable distinctions;, under the pretext of

' fraternal equality, was not merely a prelude, but was in-

tended as a preparation for the discontinuance of all civil
distinctions, which actually took place at the very be-
ginning of the Revolution, and the first pro of a.
surrender was made by a zedlous Mason. He further
observes, that the horrible and sanguinary eaths, the
daggers, sculls, and cross-bones, the imaginary combata
with - the murderers of Hiram, and ‘many other gloomy
ceremonies, have a natural tendency to harden the heart,
to qualify its natural disgust at deeds of horror, and to
pave the way for those shocking barbarities which made
the name of & Frenchman abhorred throughout Europe.
It is true, these deeds were perpetrated by a mob of
fanatics; but the principles, as' he informs his readers,
were promulgated and fostéred by persons who styled
themselves masonic philosophers.’

“¢Absurd !’ interjected Bro. Crespigny. ¢To what
Quixotic projects will some persons resort in' support of
an untenable hypothesis. These men are labeuring to
promulgate an opinion that Fréemasonry was the proxi-
mate cause of the Revolution in Frances -with which it
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had as little to do as in producieg the general Deluge.

Hoffmann, a German writer against Freemasonry, has
the .candour to admit that the Order had been abused
and misre(})resented by the matchless villany (these are the
very words) of its opponents; and that they were per-
fectly unscrupulous in the invention and application of
any facts or surmises, how absurd soever they might
rﬁs, which ‘promiseéd to preserve the balance of their

eory.’, ) :
-4 < For which purpose,’ said Bro. Pigou, ¢ one of . these
worthies boldly asserts, that the President’s hat in the

National Assembly is copied from that -of a Venerable
@Grand Master in a Mason’s Ledge; and that the Scarf
of a municipal officer is- the same as is worn by an En-
tered Apprentice Mason. And when the Assembly cele-
brated the Revolution in the Cathedral of Notre Dame,
he further says, its members accepted of the highest
honours of Masonry, by passing ander an Arch of steel,
formed by the drawn swords of a double rank- of Breth-
ren.’ : - )

* ¢¢These improbable chimeras have been conjured up
by Lefranc;,’ Bro. Jones observed, ‘to excite the a%pre—
hensions of the timid, and the ridicule of the bold. Now,
the alternative embraced by his hypothesis may be put
in this form : he was either a Freemason or not. If the
former, and bad entered into solemn obligations of secre-
sy, does the violation of those obligations afford him
any claim to credence? Or is the man who fearlessly
violates an oath, which, according to his own statement,
is.most awfully administered, likely to have any scrufplen
of .conscience respecting the truth or falseheod' of . hig
assertions, when he undertakes to publish a pamphlet ad
wﬁtandm vulgus? If M. Lefranc never was initiated, it
follows, of course, that his work must be an unauthor-
ized fabrication. As to the stale pretext of deriving his
knowledge of Masonry from a collection of papers,

laced in his hands by a Brother on his deathbed—the

ong-hackneyed fiction is too palpable to deserve a
moment’s consideration.” : ‘

.~ % Bro. Preston thén appealed to the Brethren presént,
to say whether these books, which dencunce Freemason-
vy a8 an irreligious and deistieal Institution, active in
promoting evil, but neutral at-the least, if not hostile, fo
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the existence of good, are not a gross and wicked libel
on a Society whose foundation and su ucture are
peace; harmony, and brotherly love? To submit to the
powers that be; to obey the laws which yield protection ;
to conform to the government under which they live; to
be attached to their native soil and sovereign; to encou-
rage industry, t6 reward merit, and to practise universal
benevolence, are the fundamental tenets of Masons;
¢ peace on earth and good will to man,’ are their study ;
while the cultivators and. promoters of that study are
marked: as patterns worthy of imitation and regard.
Friends to Church and State in every regulat governs
ment, their tenets interfere with no particular faith, but
are alike friendly to all. Suiting themselves to circum-
stances and situation, their Lodges are an asylum to the
friendless and unprotécted of every age and nation. As
citizens of the world, religious antipathy and local preju-
dices fail to operate, while -every nation affords them a
friend, and every climate a home.

“¢T am obliged to Bro. Preston,” said the R. W. M.,
‘for his excellent eulogium—indeed, nothing less could
bé expected from a Brother of his eminence. But the
question is,.can anything be done to ‘counteract the
effect of these mendacious publications, which, like the
hlasting simoom of the Arabian deserts, that envelops
man and beast in.its deadly embrace, carry. conviction to
the understanding of some, .overthrow the faith of others,
and create doubt and suspicion ¥ the minds of all ¥

“¢] rather-incline to the opinion of Gamaliel,’ Bro. Sir
John Aubyn gravely replied; ¢let them slone: if this
- oounsel or this work be of man, it will come te nought.
And I am fully persuaded that the proximate intention
of all these writers against Freemasonry, is to produce
an_effect decidedly hostile .to the lessons of peace and
arder which the Redeemer bequeathed as.an everlasting
legacy-to his followers.’ o

¢I shall at least, said Bro. Preston, «discharge my
own conscience, by, endeavouring to furmish all right-
minded mén with a reply to the gratuitous and unfound-
ed assertions of Lefranc, in a short paper on the subject,
addressed to the Editor of the ¢ Gentleman’s ine.’

“¢] see. no harm in thaf,' replied Bro. Dagge, ‘pro~
vided it be done ik a mild and gentlemanly spirit. - -
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- «+And-T will take éaré not to éxceed: the bounds. of
.the strictest desorum,’ Bro. Preston rejoined. . -

“But all the masonic charlatans of the age,” the
Square continued; ‘‘and their name is Legion, were
ec. psed»b{ a working tailor of the name of Finch, who
was now beginaing to acquire a notorious celebrity,
which was copsummated a few years later by the un-
blushing assurance with which his pretensions were
advocated. Expelled- from the Order by the Grand
Liodge, he commenced a system .of practical Masonry.on
his own account, although at the best he was but male
fides possessor; and, like the fox that had lost his tail,
he used every art of persuasion to induce others to cut
off theirs, that his deformity might escape the censure of
singularity. He succeeded in finding an abundance of
tus; abettors, by-whose aid he reaped a golden harvest.

¢ Thus Masonry, appearing to be‘more profitable than
the exercise of his needle, he determined to make thée
most of it; and having been furnished by Nature with
an assurance equal to thatof Signor Corcuela’s friend in
¢ &il Blas,’ he did not hide his talent under a bushel, byt
brought it into practice with tolerable success. He
eommenced his career by giving private instructions in
Masonry, for a con-si-de-ra-tion, and numbers resorted to
him for that purpose. By some means or other, known
anly to himsegf, rﬁe had become pretty well versed in‘the’
continental fables, and by amalgamating them with
English Masonry, he succeeded in exciting a_prurient
curiosity amongst the more inexperienced Brethren,
which brought an abundance-of grist to his masonic mill,

“The R. W. M.,” continued- the Square, “on one of
our regular Lodge nights, read a prospectus, which
Finch %uad addressed to him officially, a.ns(f a brief con-
versation arose out of a remark of Bro. Deans on the
insufferable arrogance and effrontery of that person in
venturing to ammoy the Lodges with his unauthorized
correspondence.

¢ ¢ Thege circulars,” Bro. Preston observed, ¢ which are
in reality nothing more than advertisements, to promote
the sale of his catchpenny publications,” are not only

“10 His principal works were not published till the beginning of the
mmrxrys bus I insert-s fow of them hete $o rpuder the
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disseminated among the Lodges, but publicly placaided
on blank walls in the purlieus of the city, in company
with notices of quack medicines, blacking-pots, metallic
tractors, and animal magnetism.’

¢«¢<J know the fellow,’ said Bro. Pigon. ¢ His self-pos-
session, under any circumstances that may arise, is
werthy of ‘a better cause. He is a-nondescript in his
grinciples, and a cormorant in his ap‘petite for plunder.
‘Peace and harmony have-no charms for him ; order and
regularity are his aversion ; obedience and subordinatiorn
he detests; in & word, his sole -object is to sink the tai-
lor, and convert Masonry into a more profitable and less
laborious employment. His needle is sharp, but he
thinks hinmal¥ sharper, and he has discarded the thimble
for a rig which he fancies will be more remunerative.’

« «Besides all this,” Bro. Dean interposed, ¢ the man is
cursed with the demon of ambition,” and is desirous of
being . ) '
' ¢Jove in his chair
' Of the sky Lord Mayor,’
which is but a prelude to his ultimate exposure.’

«¢ And it would be as well to effectuate it at once,’
Bio. Dagge observed. . '

s ¢ Let him alone,’ replied Bro. Preston; ¢let him alone.
His imposture is too transparent to be of long continu-
ance. (ive him rope enough, and we shall see him, one
of these fine days, gracefu%ly dangling from his own
signpost.”

subject complete. (1) ‘‘ A Masonic Treatise, with an Elucidation on
the Religious and Moral Beauties of Freemasonry; Ziydvjxyjpix,
Zqjisgstn, Wxstxjin, &c. RA— AM— R C— K S— M P—- ﬁ—
&o. ; for the useof Lodges and Brothers in general. Dedicated, by
rmission, to William Perfect, Esq., P. G. M.. for the county of
ent. By W. Finch, Canterbury. Please to observe that eve
book has on the Title-page, ty Qxzf, and Oivjjxg Qvwgzjpix.”” . D
1800. Second edition, Deal, 1802. (2) * An Elucidation of the Me-
sonio Plates, consisting of sixtg-four different compartments. By
‘W. Finch.” London, 1802. (3) ‘A Masonic Key, with an Elua-
dation. By W. Finch.” Deal, 1803. (4) *The Lectures, - Laws,
and Ceremonies of the Holy Royal Arch ‘degree of Freémasonry.
By W. Finch.” Lambeth, 1812." (5) ¢ A new Set of Craft Lec-
tures for the use of Lod'ﬁ;s and the Brethren in general.” Lambeth,

];i;ch, I}Elgo (68) 6:‘ He b in of Fre¥masons, their Doctrine,
&o.” ndon, 181 e published many other pamphlets respeot-
msfhohighmdwwhioiitwonldbelgdioutomem



‘ ' '
THE REVELATIONS OF A SQUARB: 203

s vAt least,” said Bro. Jomes, ¢his reputatien will-be
thus suspended, and exposed to public derision. It will
neot attain a green old age; how verdant soever his credu-
lous disciples may, at present be.’ '

¢ <« More imprebable things than that have occurred,’
rejoined Bro. Pigou.

«sAnd yet,’ the R. W. M. observed, ¢his speculation
promises- to be successful, for he is exceedingly popular
with a certain set, as many a demagogue has been befere
him, and-will be again, so long as a dupe remains to be
tormented by fictitious evils, or amused with the hope of
imaginary good. .

«¢I confess,” said Bro. Batson, ¢that my Fatienoe is
severely tried, when I reflect on the self-sufficient
assumption of infallibility which this ignorant empiric
arrogates to himself. He boldly announces that both the
ancient and modern sections are erroneous, not only in
practice, but in principle; and asserts that the York sys-
tem alone, which he insinuates to be somethin essentitgly
different from both, is genuine. And.he further pro-
claims, with a flourish of trumpets, that the York
system of Masonry is represented in its purity by only"
one solitary Lodge—the glorious light of Masonry has
been universally extinguished, or become like the flicker-
ing blaze of an expirin%mmshlight, and burns brightly in
one only place—and that place—hear it, ye genii.that

reside over humbug and knavery, imposition and false-
ood—that place—the house of ‘William Finch, of Can-
terbury, and himself—save the mark—its Grand Mas-
ter!!!’ . .
, “ <From which metropolitical centre,’ the R. W. M.
interposed, ¢ his manifestoes and prospectuses radiate in
every direction, to induce the purchase of his pretended
Lectures, which are enunciated in the form of thin
phlets, <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>