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A S

Tuis work was originally prepared by order of the NaTioNAL Masoxnic
CoxvExTiON, held at Baltimore, Md., in 1843 ; and was first submitted
to the Fraternity in that year. It was favorably received, and has since
passed through several editions. It is in very general use in the Lodges
of the United States, and has met with unexpected favor in England, and
other parts of Europe.

The present edition has been curefully revised ; and such corrections
and additions have been made as were deemed necessary for the greater
perfection of the work. In the performance of this duty, the counsel of
experienced and competent Brethren has been freely asked, and given.
All extraneous and useless matter, and all indefensible assumptions and
fahulous history, with which such works are too frequently encumbered,
to the prejudice of the character of our Institution, have been carefully
excluded. The work contains just what is required for practical purposes,
and nothing more. Absurd and ridiculous pretensions are no more toler-
able in societies than in individuals. In the belief that it is now as
perfect as it can conveniently be ‘made, the work has been handsomely
STEREOTYPED. ;

A Seconp Part has been prepared; containing the Illustrations,
Scriptures, Charges, and forms of Ceremonies, appropriate to CHAPTERS,
Couxcits, and ExcampmeNTs. This part of the work has been got up
with great care. It is enriched with historical illustrations, and is
believed to be, in all respects, not only equally correct, but more complete
in matter and arrangement, and better adapted to the purposes for which
it is designed, than any other similar work extant. In order to meet the
wishes of Brethren, who may not need or desire the Secoxp Parr, the
work is published in three forms, and under slightly different titles, as
follows : —

I. “Tue Masoxic TrREsTLE-BoArD,” exclusively designed for the use of
Lodges and Brethren who have not advanced to the higher degrees,

II. “Tue MasoNic TresTLE-Boarp — ParT II,” designed as a Text-
Book for Chapters, Councils, and Encampments.

OI. “Tue New Masonic TresTLE-Boarp,” including both the pre-
ceding works, bound in one volume. This is a complete and
accurate working-book for all the degrees, from the first to that of
the Knight Templar.

In the confident belief that these works are better adapted to the pur-
poses for which they are intended than any heretofore in use, and that
their general introduction will insure greater uniformity of work, in all
the various Orders of Masonry, they are respectfully submitted to the
favorable consideration of the Fraternity of ¢ ‘e United States.

C. W. M.
BcsTon, Mass., May, 1850.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

5Y THE

GRAND LECTURERS OF THE GRAND L(DGE )F MASS.

Masoxic TempLE, Boston, £ gril, 1850,

W. CuarrLes W. Moore.

Dear Sir, and Brother :— Having examined the new «iition of the

MasoNic TrEsTLE-BoArp,” allow me to state, that, assisted by
memory and comparison, I believe the work to be better adapted to the
purposes for which it is intended than any other work of the kind. °

Should my opinion, or approval, be thought beneficial, in recommend-
ing said work to the favorable notice of the Masonic Fraternity, I will,
in addition, say, that I purpose to use the same, in connection with the
work recently adopted by the ‘¢ Mosr WorsnipFuL GRAND LonGE oF
MASSACHUSETTS.”

This recommendation is given under the conscious belief that it will
have a tendency, in some degree, to consummate the purposes of the Grand
Lodge, under whose authority I am commissioned, as a Grand Lecturer
to aid and assist in accomplishing those purposes.

Yours, fraternally,
W. C. MARTIN

CuarLEsTOWN, April, 1850.

R. W. Brother C. W. Moore: —Having carefully examined the
¢ New Masonic TresTLE-BoarD,” by you, I take pleasure in recom-
mending it to the Fraternity, as a text-book better adapted to Lodge
purposes than any other similar work with which I am acquainted.

It contains all that is proper to be written on the subject it is designed
to illustrate, and all that intelligent Brethren will regard as desirable or
essential, in the acquisition of a correct knowledge of the Work and
Lectures, and Public Ceremonies of the Institution. The arrangement
is practical and comprehensive, carefully adapted to the work of the
Lodges, and well calculated to guide and facilitate the learner in the
acquisition of the ritual. Fraternally yours

CHARLES B. ROGERS,
Owa of the Grand Lecturers of the' Grand Lodgs of Mase



RECOMMENDATIONS.

From Gov. DUNLA®, Gen. G. H. P. of the Gen. Grand Chapter of the
United States.

: BruNswick, ME., July 1, 1850.

Dear Sir:—1 have perused with much satisfaction the “Nrw Ma-
80N1C TRESTLE-BOARD ”’ which you had the politeness to send me.

I regard the work as a well arranged MasoNic TEXT Bookg, replete
with valuable information upon the subjects on which it treats; and I
trust it will have a wide circulation among the members of our Frater-
nity. With high regard, Fraternally yours,

OBERT P. DUNLAP,

CuARLES W. MoorE, Esg., Boston, Mass.

From M. E. Rev. PAvL DEaN.

‘WESTMINSTER, Aug. 27, 1850,
R. W. Br. Charles W. Moore : — It affords me pleasure to assure you
that a careful perusal of your ‘“ NEw Masoxic ’FnESTLE-BoARD"- as
given me great satisfaction. In viewof the intelligence, research, and
care cxhibited in its revision, — the beautiful Plates, and the explana-
tion of the various Masonic Symbols and Emblems, — of the arrange-
ment of the Prayers, Charges, lllustrations, and Ceremonies, from the
Entered Agprentice to the Templar Degrees, — together with the quo-
tations of Scripture, chain of history, traditions, principles, usages of
the Order, and of the duties of the Brethren, in all the stations and
relations of life, —in view of all this, I feel that the author is entitled
to the respectful gratitude of the Fraternity; and that the work itself
Lustly claims to be the best and most comprehensive embodiment of
'reemasonry yet given to the Masonic Brotherhood ; and, as such, is
hereby most respectfully recommended to the favorable notice and use
of the Lodges, Chapters, Councils, and Encampments of the United

Btates. Yours truly and Fraternally, PauL DEaN,
Past Gen. G. H. P. Gen. G. Chapter of the U. States.

From M. W. BeEnsamIN B, FrencH, Esq. »

Crty or WASHINGTON, Oct. 3, 1850,
R. W. C. W. Moore*

Sir Kt. Comp. and Brother :—1 have carefully examined the new

edition of your ¢ MasoNic TRESTLE-BOARD,” containing all that is
roper to be written of the work, from Entered Apprentice to Knight
Templar, and do not hesitate to give it my full approval.

We have, for years, used the former edition, containing the FIrsT
PART, in our Blue Lodges, under this jurisdiction, and it has met the
general approbation of the Brethren.

The adgition of the SECOND PART makes the work as perfect as such
a work can well be made; and while I give you my personal thanks
for taking upon yourself the trouble and risk of publishing it, I also
add my earnest recommendation to the Masonic Fraternity of the
whole Union to adopt it as their TEXT-BoOK in performing the
In their several Lodges, Chapters, and Encampments.

ruly and Fraternally yours, B. B. FRe ...,
Grand Master of Masons of the District of Columbia, and G. G. See.
end G. G. Recorder °f he G ‘G Chapter and Enc. of the United States
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THE TRESTLE-BOARD.

CHAPTER 1.
FREEMASONRY.—A LODGE.—ITS ORGANIZATION

“ FREEMASONRY,” says a learned foreign author, “is a
MoraL OrDER, instituted by virtuous men, with the praise-
worthy design of recalling to our remembrance the most
sublime TRruTHs, in the midst of the most innocent and
social pleasures,— founded on LiBErALiTY, BroTHERLY-
Love, and Cuariry.” It is a beautiful SystEM oF MoraL-
1Y, veiled in allegory, and illustrated by symbols. Truta
is its centre — the point whence its radii diverge — pointing
out to its disciples a correct knowledge of the Great Archi-
tect of the Universe, and the moral laws which he has
ordained for their government.

A Lopee of Masons consists of a certain number of
Brethren, who are assembled together to expatiate on the
mysteries of the Craft ; having the HoLy BIBLE open on the
Altar, to teach them the sacred principles of religion and
justice,— the Square and. Conmpass, to remind them of the
duties they owe to society and to themselves,— the Boox
of ConstiTuTioNs, where they may study the general stat-
utes of Masonry, —the By-Laws, to point out their duty
as members of an individual Lodge,— and the WaARRANT,
or CHARTER, by virtue of which, having been issued by the
Grand Lodge, they meet to transact the business of Ma-
sonry,
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Any number of Masons not less than seven, being well
skilled in the work and mysteries of the Craft, and of good
report among their Brethren, may petition the Grand Lodge,
within the limits of whose jurisdiction they reside, for a
Dispensation, authorizing them to orcanize a Lodge for
Masoni: purposes. When organized, a Lodge consists of
the Wo sshipful Master, Senior and Junior Wardens, Treas-
urer an] Secretary, Senior and Junior Deacons, Senior and
Junior Stewards, and as many members as a majority of
the Brethren may determine — though more than fifty will
general ly be found inconvenient. In addition to the officers
here er umerated, it is the indispensable duty of the Master
of every Lodge to appoint some trust-worthy and skillful
Brothe - to act as Tyler. A Marshal is also frequently
appointed; but he is an officer of convenience, not of
necessity.

.

CHAPTER II.

THE CEREMONIES OF OPENING AND CLOSING A
LODGE.

THE rites and ceremonies of Freemasonry form the dis-
tinctive peculiarity of the institution. In their nature, they
are simple—in their end, instructive. They naturally
excite a high degree of curiosity, in a newly initiated
Brother, and create an earnest -desire to investigate theil
meaning, and to become acquainted with their object and
design. It requires, however, both serious application and
untiring diligence, to ascertain the precise nature of every
ceremony which our ancient Brethren saw reason to adopt,
in the formation of an exclusive system, which was to pass
through the world, unconnected with the religion and poli-
tics of all times, and of every veople £.mong whom it should
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flourish and increase.* But the assiduous Mason, w:th the
assistance of an intelligent Master in the Chair —and none
but intelligent Brethren should ever be placed in that
responsible station — will not fail to.derive instruction
from every ceremony he may witness, and improvemen?
from every ordinance with which he may become ac-
quainted.

The first business which occupies the Brethren, when
assembled at their stated meetings, is what is technically
termed the Opening of the Lodge. The ceremonies cannot
here be described with any considerable degree of minute-
aess. We may, however, remark, that, at the well-known
signal, the officers and members and visiting Brethren,
clothed in their appropriate regalia, repair to their respect-
ive stations, and await the commands of the Worshipful
Master. It having been previously ascertained that all
present are Masons, the avenues of the Lodge are se-
cured, and the ceremony of opening proceeds.

The ceremony of closing differs from that of opening
only in the necessary change of phraseology,and in certain
precautionary measures. The Brethren present are all|
expected to assist in the performance of both duties, and |
much of the beauty and harmony of the scene depends on |
their quiet deportmentand strict attention to the business be- |
. fore them. In this,as in all other Masonic ceremonies, every-
thing like levity or rudeness in speech or action is to be dep-
recated and avoided. A Mason should never forget that he
1s a gentleman, and that all the peculiarities he witnesses,
or in which he is required to participate, while in the Lodge,
are designed to illustrate and inculcate some great moral
truth. The peculiar beauty of our ceremonies is, that they
all tend to improve the mind, and corsecrate the affections
to virtue.

The labors and duties of the Lodge should begin and

* Philssophy of Freemasonry.
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end with prayer. The Brethren cannot be too often res
minded of their dependence on the Almighty Architect of
the Universe for every blessing they enjoy. Praver is an
ancient and beautiful custom of the Institution. It was the
constant practice of our ancestors. It is enjoined by the
Constitutions, and cannot, with propriety, be omitted.
There are also certain ancient Charges, one or more of
vhich may be properly rehearsed, either immediately sub-
equent to the opening, or just previously to the closing, of
the Lodge. When business does not prevent, the reading
of at least one ‘of them, from the Book of Constitutions,
ought never to be omitted. A knowledge of their duties
to the Craft. to society, and to each other, cannot be ‘too
firmly fixed on the minds of the Bréthren.

It has been beautifully said, by an eminent English
Brother, that the Master opens the Lodge at sunrise, with
solemn prayer; the Junior Warden calls ‘the ‘men from
labor when the Sun attains its meridian height ; ‘and the
Senior Warden* closes the Lodge with prayer at sunset
"= when the labors of ‘our ancient Brethren ‘ended. The
great luminary of ‘credtion Trises in ‘the East, to ‘opén ‘the
day, with a mild and genial influence, and all natafe
tejoices in the appearance of his beams. He gains ‘his
‘neridian in the South, ‘invigorating all ‘things with 'the per-
fection of his ripening ‘qualities. With declining strength,
‘he sets in the West, 'to close the day, leaving mankind ‘at
test from 'their labors. This is & type ‘of the three most
‘prominent ‘stagiées ‘in ‘the life of ‘man —= infancy, manliood,
‘and age. The first, characterized by ‘the blush 'of ‘nfio-
‘cence, is ‘pure as the tints which gild the edstern ‘portals ‘of
the day’; ‘the heart ‘rejoices in the unsuSpecting integrity of
its own unblémished 'virtues, nor ‘fears ‘deceit, because ‘it
| knows no guile. Manhood succeeds; the ripening ‘intél-

*TIn'this cotntrv ihe HMasiér opens and closes the Lodge.
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kect arrives at she meridian of its powers. At the approach
of old age, man’s strength decays; his sun is setting in the
West. Enfeebled by sickness, or bodily infirmities, he lin
gers on till death finally closes his eventful day ; and happy
is he, if the setting splendors of a virtuous life gild his de-
parting moments with the gentle tints of hope, and close
his short career in peace, harmony, and Brotherly-Love.

CHAPTER III.

PRAYERS AND CHARGES AT THE OPENING AND
CLOSING OF LODGES.

"PRAYER AT OPENING.,

Great Architect of the Universe! In thy name we have assem-
bled, and in thy name we desire to proceed in all our duings.
Grant that the sublime principles of Freemasonry may so sub-
due every discordant passion within us— so harmonize and enrich
our hearts with thine own love and goodness — that the Lodge at
tnis time may humbly reflect that order and beauty which reign
forever before thy throne. Amen.

- Response  So mote it be.

ANOTHER.

Supreme Ruler of the Universe! We would reverently invoke
thy blessing at this time. Wilt thou be pleased to grant that
this meeting, thus begun in order, may be conducted in peace,
and closed in harmony. Amen.

Response. So mote it be.

PRAYER AT CLOSING.

Supreme Grand Master! Ruler of Heaven and Earth! Now
that we are about to separate, and return to our respective places
of abode, wilt thou be pleased so to influence our hearts and
minds, that we may each one of us practise, out of the Lodge,
those great moral duties which are inculeated in it, and with
reverence study and obey the laws which thou hast given us in
thy ‘Holy Word. Aumnen.

Response. So mote it be.

BENEDICTION,
May the blessing of Heaven rest upon us, and all regulas
2
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Masons! May Brotherly-Love prevail, and every moral and
social virtue cement us! Amen.

Response. So mote it be.

CHARGE AT OPENING.

The ways of Virtue are beautiful : Knowledge is attained by
degrees: Wisdom dwells with contemplation: There we must
scek her. Let us, then, Brethren, apply ourselves with becoming
zeal to the practice of the excellent principles inculcated by our
Order. Let us ever remember that the great objects of our associa~
tion, are the restraint of improper desires and passions, the culti-
vation of an active benevolence, and the promotion of a correct
knowledge of the duties we owe to God, our neighbor and our-
selves. Let us be united, and practise with assiduity the sacred
tenets of our Order. Let all private animosities, if any unhappily
exist, give place to affection and Brotherly-Love. It is a useless
parade to talk of the subjection of irregular passions within the
walls of the Lodge, if we permit them to triumph in our inter-
course with each other. Uniting in the grand design, let us be
happy ourselves, and endeavor to promote the happiness of
others. Let us cultivate the great moral virtues which are laid
down on our Masonic Trestle-Board, and improve in everything
that is good, amiable, and useful. Let the benign Genius of the
“Mystic Art preside over our councils, and, under her sway, let us
act with a dignity becoming the high moral character of our ven-
erable Institution. ;

ANOTHER CHARGE AT OPENING.

¢ Behold how good and how pleasant it is for Brethren to dwell
together in unity ! 1
~*¢1t is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down
npon the beard, even Aaron’s beard, that went down to the skirts
of his garment :

¢ As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon
the mountains of Zion : for there the Lord commanded the bless-
ing, even life forevermore.”’ .

CHARGE AT CLOSING.

Brethren : You are now to quit this sacred retreat of friend-
ship and virtue, to mix again with the world. Amidst its con-
cerns and employments, forget not the duties you have so fre-
quently heard inculcated and forcibly recommended in this Lodge.
Be diligent, prudent, temperate, discreet. Remember that
around this altar you have promised to befriend and relieve every
Brother who shall need your assistance. Remember that you
have promised to remind him, in the most tender manner, of his
failings, and aid his reformation. Vindicate his character, whes
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wrongfully traduced. Suggest, in his behalf, the most eandid and
favorable circumstances. Ts he justly reprehended ! — Let the
world observe how-Masons love one another.

These generous principles are to extend further. Every hu-
man heing has a claim upon your kind offices. ¢ Do good unto
all.”” Recommend it more * especially unto them that are of the
household of rartu.”

By diligence in the duties of your respective callings, by lib-
eral benevolence and diffusive charity, by constancy and fidelity
in your friendships, discover the beneficial and happy effects of
this ancient and honorable Institution.

Let it not be supposed that you have here ¢ LABORED in vain,
and spent your STRENGTH for nought; for your work is with the
Lorp, and your recomMpPENSE with your Gop.’’

Finally, Brethren, be ye all of one mind, — live in peace ; and
may the God of love and peace delight to dwell with and bless
you'!

CHAPTER 1V.

ON THE QUALIFICATIONS AND DUTIES OF CAN-
DIDATES FOR FREEMASONRY.

% WHoSOEVER, from love of knowledge, interest, or curi-
osity,” say the Constitutions, ¢ desires to be a FREEMAsON,
is to know that, as his foundation and great corner-stone,
he is to believe firmly in the ETernaL Gob, and to pay that
worship which is due to him as the Great Architect and
Governor of the Universe. A Freemason is obliged, by his
tenure, to observe the moral law; and, if he rightly under-
stand the royal art, he cannot tread in the irreligious paths
of the unhappy LiBERTINE, or stupid ATHEIST ; nor, in any
case, act against the great inward light of his own con-
science.

“ He will likewise shun the gross errors of bigotry and
superstition; making a due use of his own reason, ac-
cording to that liberty wherewith a Mason is made free.
He ‘s charged to adhere to those grand essentials of
religion, in which all ren agree ; leaving each Brother to
his own private judgment, as to particular modes and forms.
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Whence it follows, th  all Freemasons are to be coop MEN
AND TRUE —men of honor and honesty —by whatever
veligious names or persuasions distinguished —always fol-
towing the golden precept, ¢ Of doing unto all men as they
would that all men should do unto them,’ and of worship-
ping God after that manner and form, which they conscien-
tiously believe to be most acceptable in his sight.”

Another of the Constitutions further provides, that ne
person shall be admitted a member, unless he be ‘free
born; of mature and discreet age;* of good report; of
sufficient natural endowments, and the senses of a man;
with an estate, office, trade, occupation, or some visible way
of acquiring an honest livelihood, and of working in his
Craft, as becomes the members of this most ancient and
honorable Fraternity, who ought, not only to earn what is
sufficient for themselves and families, but likewise some-
thing to spare for works of CHARITY, and supporting the true
dignity of the royal Craft.”

* * * * * * * *

“ No Brother shall propose, for admission into this an-
cient and honorable Society, any person, through friendship
or partiality, who does not possess the moral and social vir-
tues, a sound head and a good heart; and who has not an
entire exemption from all those ill qualities and vices
which would bring dishonor on the Craft.”

ANCIENT CHARGES.

THE PRIVATE DUTIES OF MASONS.,

Whroever would be a Mason should know how to practise all
the private virtues. He should avoid all manner of intemperance
or excess, which might prevent his performance of the laudable
duties of his Craft, or lead him into enormities which would

* Not under twenty-vne years.
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P
. . Qi
reflect dishonor upon the ancient Fraternity. He is %ﬁn%m
ous in his profession, and true to the Master he segves. “He is'to
labor justly, and not to eat any man’s bread for hizrbut ty
ey allows,

Kay truly for his meat and drink. What leisure
e is to employ in studying the arts and sciences, ‘Wwith-a diligent:
mind, that he may the better perform all his dutiesjt h&Efe‘gf_
tor, his country, his neighbor, and himself. . d

He is to seek and acquire, as far as possible, the virtues of
patience, meekness, self-denial, forbearance, and the like, which
give him the command over himself, and enable him to govern
his own family with affection, dignity, and prudence; at the
same time, checking évery disposition injurious to the world, and
Eromoting that love and service which Brethren of the same

ousehold owe to each other.

Therefore, to afford succor to the distressed, to divide our
bread with the industrious poor, and to put the misguided trav-
eller into the way, are duties of the Craft, suitable to its dignity,
and expressive of its usefulness. But, though a Mason is never
to shut his ear unkindly against the complaints of any of the
human race, yet when a Brother is oppressed or suffers, he is in
a more peculiar manner called to open his whole soul in love and
compassion to him, and to relieve him, without prejudice, ac-
cording to his capacity.

It is also necessary, that all who would be true Masons should
learn to abstain from all malice, slander and evil-speaking ; from
all provoking, reproachful and ungodly language : keeping al-
ways a tongue of good report.

A Mason should know how to obey those who are set aver
him, however inferior they raay be in worldly rank or conditicu.
For, although Masonry di- ¢sts no man of his honors and titles,
yet, in the Lodge, preeminence of virtue, and knowledge in the
art, is considered as the true source of all nobility, rule and gov-
ernment.

The virtue indispensably requisite in Masons is— Secrecy.lll 7

This' is the guard of their confidence, and the security of their
trust. So great stress is to be laid upon it, that it is enforced
under the strongest obligations; nor, in their esteem, is any man
to be accounted wise, who has not intellectual strength and ability
sufficient to cover and conceal such henest secrets as are com-
mitted to him, as well as his own more serious and private affairs.

DUTIES AS CITIZENS.

A Mason is a peaceable citizen, and is never to be concerned in
plots and conspiracies against the peace and welfare of the nation,
nor to behave himself undutifully to inferior magistrates. e is
cheerfully to conform to every lawful authority; to uphold, on
every occasion, the interest of the community, and zealously pro-
mote the prosperity of his own country. Masonry has ever
flourished in times ;f peace, and been always irjured by wae,

2
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bloodshed, and confusion; so that kings and princes, in every
age, have been much disposed to encourage the craftsmen, on ac-
count of their peaceableness and loyalty, whereby they practically
answer the cavils of their adversaries, and promote the honor of
the Fraternity. Craftsmen are bound, by peculiar ties, to promote
peace, cultivate harmony, and live in concord and Brotherly-Love.

DUTIES IN THE LODGE.,

While the Lodge is open for work, Masons must hold no pri-
vate conversation or committees, without leave from the Master ,
nor talk of anything foreign or impertinent; nor interrupt the
Master or Wardens, or any Brother addressing himself to the
Chair ; nor behave inattentively, while the Lodge is engaged in
what is serious and solemn; but every Brother shall pay due
reverence to the Master, the Wardens, and all his fellows.

Every Brother guilty of a fault shall submit to the Lodge,
unless he appeal to the Grand Lodge.

No private offences, or disputes about nations, families, reli-
gions, or politics, must be brought within the doors of the Lodge.

DUTIES AS NEIGHBORS,

Masons ought to be moral men,. Consequently, they should be
ood husbands, good parents, good sons, and good neighbors;
avoiding all excess injurous to themselves or families, and wise
as to all affairs, both of their own housenold and of the Lodge,
for certain reasons known to themselves.

DUTIES TOWARDS A BROTHER.

Free and Accepted Masons have ever been charged to avoid
all slander of true and faithful Brethren, and all malice and unjust
resentment, or talking disrespectfully of a Brother’s person or
performance. Nor must they suffer any to spread unjust re-

roaches or calumnies against a Brother, behind his back, nor to
injure him in his fortune, occupation or character : but they shall
defend such a Brother, and give him notice of any danger or in-
jury wherewith he may be threatened, to enable him to escape
the same, as far as is consistent with honor, prudence, and the
safety of religion, morality, and the State; but no further.®

* A Chapter of Prayers snd Charges, for occasional use, is given i
snother part of this work.
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CHAPTER V.

ADMISSION OF CANDIDATES.

By the regulations of the Fraternity, a candidate for the
mysteries of Masonry, cannot be initiated, in any regular
Lodge, without having stood proposed one lunar month,
unless a Dispensation be obtained in his favor. All appli-
cations for initiation should be made in writing, and in the
following form :

“ To the Worslit;pful Master, Wardens and Brethren, cf
Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons.

¢ The petition of the subscriber respectfully represents, that
having long entertained a favorable opinion of your ancient Insti-
tution, he is desirous, if found worthy, of being admitied a
member thereof.

¢ His place of residence is ————, his age
occupation

years his

(Signe}l.) A.B.”
Recommended by three or more members of the Lodge.
b g

This petition, having been read in open Lodge, is placed
on file. A committee is then appointed to investigate the
character and qualifications of the petitioner. If, at the
next regular meeting of the Lodge, the report of the com-
mittee be favorable, and the candidate is admitted, he is
taken into an adjoining apartment, and required to give his
free and full assent to the following interrogations :

1. ¢ Do you seriously declare, upon your honor, before these
gentlemen,* that, unbiased by friends, and uninfluenced by mer-
cenary motives, you freely and voluntarily offer yourself a candi-
date for the mysteries of Masonry? 5 P
“72. % Do yau seriously declare, upon your honor, before these
gentlemen, that you are prompted to solicit the privileges of
Masoniy, by a favorable opinion conceived of the Institution, a
desire of knowledge, and a sincere wish of being serviceable te
your fellow-creatures?

3. “ Do you seriously declare, upon your honor, before these

*The Stewards of the Lodge are asually present.
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gentlemen, that you will cheerfully conform to all the ancien
eatab‘hshed usages and customs of the Fraternity?” -4

The candidate, if no objections be urged to the contrary,
is then introduced in due and ancient form.

‘

CHAPTER VI.
CEREMONIAL ILLUSTRATIONS.

GENERAL REMARKS.

Ancient Crarr Masonry is divided into three degrees.
It was probably so divided at the building of King Solo-
mon's Temple, perhaps with the design to bear a general
reference to the three Orders of the Jewish Priesthood.
The same arrangement was subsequently adopted by the
Christian Church. It also prevailed in all the ancient
mysteries. In a majority of them, the first step, or degree,
consisted of probation, purification, and expiation. The
second was called the Lesser Mysteries,—into which the
candidate passed by solemn ceremonies. The third — te
which he was advanced after a long period of additionaj
trinl —was denominated the Greater Mysteries. These
- consisted of fearful rites, introductory to a full revelation
of all the ineffable doctrines taught by the Priests; and
which the candidate was bound, under an obhgatlon and
heavy penalties, never to reveal,

The Essenes, who, says Dr. Oliver, preserved the true
Freemasonry from extinction in the dark ages which pre-
ceded the advent of Christ, admitted only three steps, or
degrees, and the probationary term extended toone year
If, during this period, the candidate gave satisfactory proofs
of his temperance, fortitude, prudence, and justice, he was
nccepte ), and received the first degree. In thisnovitiate he
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remained another year, before he was passed to the second
degree ; and it was not until the expiration of three years,
that he was admitted to a full participation in the secrets
and benefits of the society. And even then the utmost
precaution was used. The candidate was previously bound,
by the most solemn vows, to keep inviolably secret the/
mysteries of his Order, and to act upon and abide by the
ancient usages and established customs of the Fraternity.
The Brethren distinguished each other, in darkness and in
light, by neculiar signals. The most profound silence was
imposed at their assemblies ; the Lecturer, only, expound-
ing the tenets of their creed, — which were enfolded in a
series of allegorical symbols, — the rest listening with a
grave and solemn attention.

REMARKS ON THE FIRST DEGREE.

FIRST SECTION.

It has been truly remarked, that the first step taken by
a candidate, on entering a Lodge of Freemasons, teaches
him the pernicious tendency of infidelity, and shows him
that the foundation on which Masonry rests is the belief
and acknowledgment of a Supreme Being; that to Hiin,
alone, he can look for protection in all the dangers and
difficulties he may be called to encounter, in his progress
throngh life; and it assures him, that, if his faith be
well founded in that Being, he may confidently pursue his
course, without fear and without danger. The first section
of the degree also teaches him, that ne is to take the Holy
Bible as the rule «nd guide of his faith,— that he :s to
Square his actions by the precepts therein contained, — to
circumscribe his desires and passions within the Compass
 of virtue and morality, —and to relieve the necessities of

others with the superfluities of his own substance.
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A fuil and perfect knowledge of this section is indispens
sably necessary to every Mason, who would be serviceable
to the Institution, and avail himself of its privileges
and its enjoyments. It is the alphabet of Masonry; and
must be learned before any progress can be made in the
more abstruse and important branches of the study. It
consists in general heads, which, while they serve as marks
of distinction, enable us not only to try and examine the
rights of others, but to prove ourselves.

PRAYER USED AT THE INITIATION OF A
CANDIDATE.

Vouchsafe thine aid, Almighty Father of the Universe, to this
our present convention ; and grant that this candidate for Masonry
may dedicate and devote his life to thy service, and become a true
and faithful Brother among us. Endue him with a competency
of thy Divine Wisdom, that, by the influence of the pure prin-
ciples of our Order, he may the better be enabled to display the
beauties of holiuness, to the honor of thy holy name. Amen.

Response.  So mote it be.

The following passage of Scripture may be rehearsed
during the ceremony :

¢ Behold! how good and how pleasant it is for Brethren tc
dwell together in unity : L

¢ 1t is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down
upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard, that went down to the skirts
of his garment:

¢ As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon
the mountains of Zion: for there the Lord commanded the
biessing, even life forevermore.’’*

* Since the more genera introduction of music into the Lodges, the fol
lowing Hymn is sometimew used as a substitute for this passage of Scrip-

ware
Music. — “Auld Lang Syr.e."
Behold ! how pleasant and how good,
For Brethren such as we,
Of the ¢ Accepted ** Brotherhood,
To dwell in unity!
'Tis like the oil on Aaron’s head,
Which to his feet distils ;
Like Hermon’s dew, so richly shed
On Zion’s sacred hills.

For there the Lord of light and love
A blessing sent with power ;
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It is the duty of the Master of the Lodge, as one of the
precautionary measures of initiation, to explain to the can-
didate the nature and design of the Institution. And while
he informs him, that it is founded on the purest principles
of piety and virtue, that it possesses great and invaluable
privileges, and that, in order to secure those privileges to
worthy men, and worthy men alone, voluntary pledges of
fidelity are required,—he will at the same time assure
him, that nothing will be expected of him incompatible
with his civil, moral or religious duties.

In the course of this section, is given an explanation of
ihat peculiar and appropriate ensign of Freemasonry,

THE LAMB SKIN, OR WHITE LEATHER APRON.

It is an emblem of innocence, and the :badge of a Mason, —
more ancient than the Golden Fleece, or Roman Eagle, — more
honorable than the Star and Garter, or any other Order that can
be conferred upon the candidate at that or any future period, by
King, Prince, Potentate, or any other person, except he be a
Mason ; and which it is hoped he will wear with equal pleasure
to himself and honor to the Fraternity.

This section closes with a moral explication of the TweN-
TY-FOUR INCH GAUGE and COMMON' GAVEL. ¢

THE TWENTY-FOUR INCH GUAGE

Is an instrument made use of by operative Masons, to measure
and lay out their work. But we, as free and accepted Masons,
are taught to make use of it for the more noble and glorious pur
pose of dividing our time. It being divided into twenty-fov
equal parts, is emblematical of the twenty-four hours of the day
which we are taught to divide into three parts, whereby we find
a part for the service of God and a distressed worthy Brother; a
part for our usual avocations; and a part for refreshment and
sleep.

THE COMMON GAVEL
Is an instrument made use of by operative Masons, to break off

Oh! may we all this blessirg prove
E’en life forevermore ;

On Friendship’s aliar rising here,
Our hands now plighted be,

To live in love, with hearts sincere,
In peace and unitv
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the rough and superflunus parts of stones, the better to fit them
for the builder’s use; but we, as free and accepted Masans, are
taught to make use of it for the more noble and glorious purpose
of divesting our hearts and consciences of all the vices and super-
fluities of life, thereby fitting our minds as living stones, for that
spiritual building, that house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens.

SECOND SECTION.

Trs section is altogether explanatory of the preceding.
It beautifully and comprehensively illustrates the ceremo-
nies of initiation ; and while it gratifies, it cannot fail to
impress, the mind of the intelligent and right-hearted can-
didate, with a high sense of the great moral excellences
of the degree through which he is passing. It does not,
however, admit of printed illustrations. We may only
«dd, that the Lamb Skin, or white Leather Apron, is

THE BADGE OF A MASON.

The Lamb has in all ages been deemed an emblem of innae
cence. He, therefore, who wears the Lamb Skin as the ¢ Badge
of a Mason,” is continually reminded of that purity of life and
conduct, which is so essentially necessary to his gaining adnis-
sion into the Celestial Lodge above, where the Supreme Architect
of the Universe presides.

THIRD SECTION.

Tne third and last section of this degree is, perhaps, the
most interesting and instructive of the three. Nor isa
perfect knowledge of it less essential to a proper under-
standing of the ceremonies of initiation. Indeed, the Brother
who has not made himself familiar with it need not be at
the trouble of urging his claims to any great proficiency as
Mason. The principal points illustrated by it are— 1. The
Form.—2. The Surports.—3. The Covering.—4. The
FurNiturg. — 5. The Ornaments. — 6. The Licuts. —
7. The Jewers.—8. The SrruatioN —and 9. The Dens-
cAToN, of Lodges.
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" Lodge mzetings, at the present day, are usually held in
_ upper chambers, — probably for the better security which
such places afford. It may be, however, that the custom
had its origin in a practice observed by the ancient Jews,
of building their temples, schools, and synagogues, on high
hills, —a practice which seems to have met the approba-
tion of the Almighty, who said unto the prophet Ezekiel,
“Upon the top of the mountain, the whole limit thereof,
round about, shall be most holy.” Before the erection of
temples, the celestial bodies were worshipped on HiLLs, and
the terrestial ones in vALLEvs. At a later period, the
Christians, wherever it was practicable, erected their
churches on eminences.

The Form of a Lodge is familiar to every Mason.

A Lodge is metaphorically said to be SuprorTED by
three great pillars, called Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty ;
because it is necessary that there should be Wisdom to
contrive, Strength to support, and Beauty to adorn, all
great and important undertakings.

And the CovERrING is no less than the clouded canopy of
heaven, whither all good Masons hope at last to arrive, by
aid of the theological ladder which Jacob, in his vision, saw
reaching from earth to heaven,—the three principal rounds
of which are denominated Faith, Hope, and Charity, —
teaching Faith in God, Hope in immortality, and Charity
to all mankind. The greatest of these is Cnarity : for our
Faith may be lost in sight; Hope ends in fruition; but
Charity extends beyond the grave, to the boundless realms
of eternity.

Every well governed Lodge is FurNisnep with the Holy
Bible, Square, and Compass.*

* ¢ Compass or compasses, — or a pair ot compasses, so named from ite
legs, — but pair is superfluous or improper, and the singular number, com-
pass, is the preferable name.” — Webster.

3
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The Bible is dedicated to the service of God, iv being the in
estimable gift of God to man: * * * the Square to the
Master, it being the proper Masonic emblem  of his office; and
the Compass to the Craft, because, by a due attention to its use,
they are taught to regulate their.desires, and to keep their pas-
tions within due bounds with all mankind, but more especially
with their Brethren in Freemasonry.

The OrnamENTs of a Lodge are the Mosaic Pavement,
the Indented Tessel, and the Blazing Star.

The Mosaic PavemexT is a representation of the ground floor
of King Solomon’s Temple; the INpENTED TesskL, of that
beautiful tessellated border, or skirting, which surrounded it,—
with the Brazine Star in the centre. The Mosalc Pavement
1s emblematical of human life, checkered with good and evil ; the
INpENTED TEsseL which surrounds it. of those manifold blessings
and comforts which surround us, and which we hope to obtain
by a taithful reliance on Divine Providence, which is hieroglyph-
ically represented by the BLazine Star in the centre.

The MovasLe and ImmovasLE JEWELS are also explained
in this section.

The RoveH AsHLER is a stone as taken from the quarry, in its
rude and natural state. The PerFecT AsHLER is a stone made
ready by the hands of the workmen, to be adjusted by the work-
ing-100ls of the Fellow-Craft. The TrestLe-Boarp is for the
Master to draw his designs upon.

By the Roucn AsHLER we are reminded of our rude and im-
perfect state by nature ; by the Perrect AsHLERr, of that state of
perfection at which we hope to arrive, by a virtuous education,
our own endeavors, and the blessing of God ; and by the TresTLE-
Boarp we are also reminded, that, as the operative workmaw
erects his temporal building agreeably to the rules and designs
laid down by the Master on his Trestle-Board, so should we, both
operative and speculative, endeavor 1o erect our spirituai building
agreeably to the rules and designs laid down by the Supreme
Architect of the Universe, in the great book of nature and revela-
tion, which is our spiritual, moral and Masonic Trestle-Board.

LobgEs in ancient times were DEpicATED to King Solo-
mon. We have a tradition which informs us, that they
were thus dedicated from the building of the first Temple
at Jerusalem, to the Babylonish captivity ; from thence'te
the coming of the Messiah, they were dedicated to Zerub-
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babel, the builder of the second Temple; and from that
time to the final destruction of the Temple by Titus, in the
reign of the Emperor Vespasian, they were dedicated to
St. John the Baptist. The tradition goes on to say, that
owing to the many massacres and disorders which attended
that memorable event, Freemasonry fell very much into
decay. Many of the Lodges were entirely broken up, and
but few could meet in sufficient numbers to constitute their
legality. Under these circumstances, a general meeting
of the Craft was held in the city of Benjamin, when it was
observed that the principal reason for the decline of Ma-
sonry, was the want of a Grand Master to direct its affairs.
They, therefore, deputed seven of their most eminent mem-
bers to wait upon St. John the Evangelist, who was at that
time Bishop of Ephesus, to request him to take the office
of Grand Master. He returned for answer, that, thoug}i
well stricken in years, (being upwards of ninety,) yet hav-
ing been in the early part of his life initiated into Masonry,
he would take upon himself that office. He did so, and
thereby completed by his learning, what the other St. John
had accomplished by his zeal, and thus drew what the old
records term a line-parallel.  After his decease, the Chris-
tian Liodges were dedicated to him and St. John the Bap-
tist, they both being regarded as eminent Christian Patrons
of Freemasonry. '

Since their time, there has been represented, in every regulat
and well furnished Lodge, a certain PoiNT wiTHIN A CircLE,
embordered by two perpendicular parallel lines, representing St.
John the Baptist and St. John the Evangelist. Upon the’ top
of the Circle rests the Book of Masonic Constitutions ;* the Point
represents an individual Brother, — the Circle, the boundary line
of his duty. In going round this Circle, we necessarily touch
on the two parallel lines, as well as on the Book of Constitu-

tions; and while a Mason keeps himself circumscribed within
their precepts, it is impossible that he should materially err.

* The Book of Holy Scriptures is someti~ves substituted for the Book
of Constitutions.
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The Principal Point of Masonry 1s three fold, and com-
prises the exalted virtues of Brotherly Love, Relief, and
Truth — which are the tenets of a Mason’s profession.
They are thus explained :

BROTHERLY-LOVE.

By the exercise of Brotherly Love, we are taught te regard
the whole human species as one family, — the high and low,
rich and poor; who, as created by one Almighty Parent, and
inhabitants of the same planet, are to aid, support and protect
each other. On this principle, Masonry unites men of every
country, sect and opinion, and conciliates true friendship among
those who might otherwise have remained at a perpetual distance.

RELIEF.

To relieve the distressed is a duty incumbent on all men; hut
particularly on Masons, who profess to be linked together by an
indissoluble chain of sincere affection. To soothe the unhappy, to
sympathize with their misfortunes, to compassionate their miseries,
and to restore peace to their troubled minds, is the grand aim we
have in view. On this basis we form our friendships, and estab-
lish our connections.

TRUTH.

Truth is a divine attribute, and the foundation of every virtue.
To be good and true is the first lesson we are taught in Masonry,
On this theme we contemplate, and by its dictates endeavor to
regulate our conduct. Hence, while influenced by this principle,
hypocrisy and deceit are unknown among us, sincerity and plain
dealing distinguish us, and the heart and tongue join in promoting
each other’s welfare, and rejoicing in each other’s prosperity.

To this explanation of the above principles, succeeds an
illustration of the four cardinal virtues, — Temperance,
Fortitude, Prudence, and Justice : j

TEMPERANCE .

Is that due restraint upon our affections and passions, which
renders the body tame and governable, and frees the mind from
the allurements of vice. This virtue should be the constant
practice of every Mason, as he is thereby taught to avoid excess,
or the contracting of any licentious or vicious habit, the indul-
gence in which might lead him to disclose some of those valu-
able secrets which he has promised to conceal and never reveal,
and which would consequently subject him to the contempt and
detestation of all good Masons. * * * s
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FORTITUDE

I that noble and steady purpose of the mind, wherety we are
enabled to undergo any pain, peril or danger, when prudentially
deemed expedient. This virtue is equally distant from rashnesé
and cowardice ; and, like the former, should be deeply impressed
upon the mind of every Mason, as a safeguard or security against
any illegal attack that may be made, by force or otherwise, to
extort from him any of those valuable secrets with which he has
bees. so solemnly intrusted, and which was emblematically repre-
sented upon his first admission into the Lodge. * ¥ #

PRUDENCE

- Teaches us to regulate our lives and actions agreeably to the
dictates of reason, and is that habit by which we wisely judge,
and prudentially determine, on all things relative to our present
as well as to our future happiness. This virtue should be the
peculiar characteristic of every Mason, not only for the govern-
ment of his conduct while in the Lodge, but also when abroad in
the world. It should be particularly attended to in all strange
and mixed companies, that the secrets of Masonry may not be
unlawfully obtained. * * ¥

JUSTICE

Is that standard, or boundary of right, which enables us to
render unto every man his just due, without distinction. This
virtue is not only consistent with Divine and human laws, but is
the very cement and support of civil society; and, as Justice in
a great measure constitutes the real good man, so should it be the
invariable practice of every Mason never to deviate from the
minutest principles thereof. * * *

The illustration of these virtues is accompanied with

some general observations peculiar to Masons.

" Such is the arrangement of the different sections in the
first lecture, which, with the forms adopted at the opening
and closing of a Lodge, comprehends the whole of the first
degree of Masonry. This plan has the advantage of reg-
ularity to recommend it, the support of precedent and au-
thority, and the sarn‘ctiomﬁ‘& respect which flow fiom

antiquity. y: e M oy { it v

CHARGE AT INITIATION INTO THE FIRSY o
DEGREE. O %
My Brother : — Iaving passed through the ceremonies 31
your inifiation, allow me to congratulate you on your aciission .
into our ancient am‘]; honorable Fraternity. Ancient, as Laving’
" P .

P z
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existed from time immemorial : honorable, as tending to make

. all meu so, who are strictly obedient to its precepts. \l} is an

Institriion having for its foundation the practice of the social and
morai virtues. | And to so high an eminence has its credit been

advan sed, that, in every age and country, men pre€minent for

theil moral and intellectual attainments, have encouraged and
prouoted its interests. Nor has it been thought derogatory te
their dignity, that Monarchs have, for a season, exchanged the
sceptre for the trowel, to patronize our mysteries, and join in our
assemblies.

As ¢ Mason, you are to regard the volume of the Sacred Law
as the great lightin your profession ; to consider it as the unerring
standard of truth and justice, and to regulate your actions by the
Divine precepts it contains. In it you will learn the important
duties you owe to God, your neighbor, and yourself. 7o God,
by never mentioning his name but with that awe and reverence
which are due from the creature to his Creator ; by imploring his
aid on all your lawful undertakings, and by looking up to him, in
every emergency, for comfort and support. To your neighbor,
by acting with him upon the Square: by rendering him every
kind office which justice or mercy may require; by relieving his

» distresses, and soothing his afflictions ; and by doing to him as,
| in similar cases, you would that he shouiu do unte you. And ¢

yourself, by such a prudent and well regulated course of disci-
pline as may best conduce to the preservation of your corporeal
and mental faculties in their fullest energy ; thereby enabling you
to exert the talents wherewith God has blest you, as well to his
glory, as to the welfare of your fellow-creatures.

As a Cilizen, you are enjoined to be exemplary in the dis
charge of your civil duties, by never proposing, or countenancing,
any act which may have a tendency to subvert the peace and good
order of society ; by paying due obedience to the laws under
whose protection you live, and by never losing sight of the alle-
giance due to your country.

As an Individual, you are charged to practise the domestic. ana
public virtues. Let Temperance chasten, Fortitude support, Pru-
dence direct you, and Justice be the guide of all your actions.
Be especially careful to maintain, in their fullest splendor, those
h’uly Masonic ornaments, — Brotherly- Love, Relief and Truth.. .
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Finally: Be faithful to the trust con mitted to your care, and
manifest your fidelity to your principles, by a strict observance of
the Constitntions of the Fraternity ; by adhering to the ancient
land-marks of the Order ; and by refraining to recommend any
one to a participation in our privileges, unless you have strong
reasons to helieve, that, by a sinilar fidelity, he will ultimately
reflect honor on our ancient Institution.

CHAPTER VII.
REMARKS ON SECOND DEGREE.

L all sciences, whether moral or physical, Freema.
sonry is progressive; and a perfect knowledge of it can
only be acquired by time, patience, and a sedulous applica-
tion to elementary principles. The first degree is admira-
bly calculated to enforce the duties of morality, and imprint
on the memory some of the noblest principles which can
enrich and adorn the mind. The second degree extends
the same plan, but-comprehends a more diffusive system
of moral science ; a more enlarged view is presented to the
mind of the candidate ; the heart is improved, while the
ideas expand under a course of training' which blends
interest with instruction. And all the illustrations tend to
inculcate a knowledge of those three great branches of
Masonic morality and true religion — the duties we owe to
God, our neighbor, and ourselves.

FIRST SECTION.

The first section of this degree is initiatory, and should
be familiar to every Craftsman, but particularly to the
officers of the Lodge. If properly illustrated, the candi
date is deeply impressed with the importance of the cere-
monies through which he is passing, and of the necessity
of adhering to all the established usages of the Order.



32 MASONIC TRESTLE-BOARD.

PRAYER THAT MAY BE USED IN THIS DEGRER

We supplicate the continuance of thine aid. O Merciful Lord,
in behalf of ourselves, and the candidate who kneels before thee.
May the work, begun in thy name, be continued to thy glory,and
j\vermore be established in us, in obedience to thy Divine precepts.

men.

The following passages of Scripture are appropriate to

this degree :
1 CORINTHIANS: CHAPTER XIIL*

¢ Though T speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and
have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinklin
cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understan
all mysteries, and all knowledge ; and though 1 have all faith, so
that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am noth-
ing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and
though 1 give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it prof-
iteth me nothing. Charity suffereth long, and is kind ; charity
envieth not ; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, doth not
behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily pro-
voked, thinketh no evil ; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in
the truth: beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all
things, endureth all things, * * * And now abideth faith,
hope, charity, these three ; but the greatest of these is charity.”

AMOS: CHAPTER VII: 7, 8.

¢ Thus he showed me ; and behold the Lord stood upon a wall
made by a plumb-line, with a plumb-line in his hand. And the
Lord said unto me, Amos, what seest thou? And I said, a
plumb-line. Then said the Lord, Behold, I will set a plumb-line
in the midst of my people Israel ; I will not again pass by them
any more.”

The Prums, SQuarg, and LEVEL, are implements pe-
culiar to this degree,

* The following hymn, from Br. Tuomas Power’s Masonic Melodies,
Is sometimes sung as a substitute for this Scripture: —

Come, Craftsmen, assembled our pleasure to share,
Who walk by the PLums, and who work by the Squans 3
Wihile travelling in love on the LEvEL of time,

_Sweet hope shall light on to a far better cliine.

We'll seek, in our lahors, the Spirit Divine,

Our temple to bless, and our hearts to refine ;

And thus to our altar a tribute we °ll bring, ;
While, joined in true friendship, our anthem we '>~~4

See Order and Beauty rise gently to view,

Each Brother a colunn, so perfect and true!
When Order shall cease, and when temples decay,
May each, fairer columns, immortal, survey,
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The Prumgis an instrument made use of by operative Masons,
to try perpendiculars: the Square, to square their work ; and
the Levew, to prove horizontals; but we, as Free and Accepted
Masons, are taught to make use of them for more noble and glo-
rious purposes. ‘The Plumb admonishes us to wa.k uprightly in
our several stations before God and man, squaring our actions by
the square of virtue, and ever rememnbering that we are travelling
upon the level of time, to ‘¢ that undiscovered country, from
whose bourn no traveller returns.”

SECOND SECTION.

THE second se-tion of this degree is principally devoted
to the explication of physical science, and the tracing of the
goodness and majesty of the Creator, by minutely ana-
lyzing his works, The intellectual faculties expand, as a
desire of knowledge increases. By the studies attached to
this section, the mind is elevated to a communion with its
Maker. What a sublime field for moral investigation and
critical research do the seven liberal arts and sciences
afford! The subtleties of Grammar, Rhetoric, and Logic
— the wonderful combinations of Arithmetic — the univer-
sal application of Geometry — the delicacy of M.'sic, and
the sublimity of Astronomy, have each a separate charin to
win the heart and point to a Creator. Circumstances of
importance to the Craft, and of peculiar interest to the
Mason who delights in the study of the mystic beauties of
his profession, are here developed and explained. We may,
however, only add, that Masonry is considered under twe
denominations — Operative and Speculative.

OPERATIVE MASONRY.

By Operative Masonry, we allude to a proper application of the
useful rules of architecture, whence a structure will derive figure
strength, and beanty, and from which will result a due proportion
and just correspondence in all its parts. It furnishes us with
dwellings, and convenient shelters from the vicissitudes and in-
clemencies of the seasons; and while it displays the effects of
human wisdom, as well in the choice as in the arrangement of
the sundry materials of which an edifice is composed, it demons
strates that a fund of science ard industry is implanted in man
for the hest, most snlvtary, and beneficent purposes.
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SPECULATIVE MASONRY.

By Speculstive Masonry, we learn to subdue the passions, act
apon the Square, keep a tongue of good report, maintain secreey,
and practise charity. It is so far interwoven with religion, as to
lay us under obligations to pay that rational homage to the Deity
which at once constitutes our duty and our happiness. It leads
the contemplative to view with reverence and admiration the glo-
rious works of the creation, and inspires him with the most ex-
alted ideas of the perfections of his Divine Creator.

IN SIX DAYS

God created the heavens and the earth, and rested upon the
seventh day ; the seventh, therefore, our ancient Brethren conse-
crated as a day of rest from their labors, thereby enjoying fre-
quent opportunities to contemplate the glorious works of the cre-
ation, and to adore their great Creator.

The GrosEs, celestial and terrestrial, are referred to in
this section, and their uses explained. It need hardly be
said that they are two artificial spherical bodies, on the
convex surface of which are represented the countries,
seas, and various parts of the earth, the face of the
heavens, the planetary revolutions, and other particulars.

THE USE OF THE GLOBES.

Their principal use, besides serving as maps to distinguish t a
outward parts of the earth, and the situation of the fixed stars, 1s
to illustrate and explain the phenomena arising from the annual
revolution, and the diurnal rotation of the earth round its own
axis. They are valuable instruments for improving the mind, and
giving it the most distinct idea of any problem or proposition, as
well as enabling it to solve the same. Contemplating these bod-
ies, we are inspired with a due reverence for the Deity and his
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