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THE EVERLASTING GOVBNANT

BY H. E. BUTLER.

W hy should we reverence the Bible and trust in its promises”
Many have asked this question, and, because they could find no
satisfactory solution, have thrown the book aside as a thing of
the past. The Christian Church has virtually doue the same
with all but the New Testament. Yet there is something in the
eutire Bible which canses all classes to cling toit, and, in a way.
to account it sacred. Even*the infidel keeps it in his house, and
has a reverence for it unacknowledged to himself. This is be-
cause the worlds were made by the word of God, and all the
life animating the creatures of this world is drawn from that
li\"ing word. The covenant and promises that were made to
Adam, Noah, Abraham, [saac, Jacob, and Moses and the chil-
dren of Israel. and to Christ were all the word of God, and
added potencies of that divine life to man. (See Article ** What
is Man,” Page 464, Vol. V111 of The Esoreric.)

The prophets dedicated their lives to God and to humanity,
and all their prayers (desires) were in harmouy with the praver
that Jesus taught: namely, that God's kingdom might come.
that bis will might be done on earth, --among men. This was
the object and plan of God in the creation of man upon the
earth: and to please God. we must be in harmony with that plan.
Therefore all the prophets, living. as they did. outside of all the
interests of human life save the plan and purposes of the spirit
of God. in all their prophecies, looked down through the ages
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and saw the time when that purpose would be accomplished, and
what would then take place in the world. Bedause all the pro-
phets and patriarchs lived in, and spoke from the word of God,
and because all men live from the life that emanates from that
word, there is a natural affinity between the two,

While God is spirit and changes not, yet he is an intelligent,
thinking being, not, like man, confined to the brain for intel-
lection, but filling the infinitude of space, equally conscious and
intelligent in all places: therefore his covenant with his people
was not only an agreement between the two, but it was, at the
same time, a revelation of his laws and methods, which must be
wholly complied with on the part of man, in order to obtain the
desired results. When their conditions are fully met, it is not
only complying with the mind and will of an intelligent being.
but it places man in barmony with all nature. Then all things
will work together for his good, as all nature will love himn and
seek to give herself to him, with her abundant treasures.

When God made his covenant with Israel in the wilderness
of Sinai. in the 19th Chapter of Exodus, in which he is prepar-
ing their minds to understand the meaning of the written cove-
nant that is to follow, he says in verses 4 and 5:

“*Ye have sven what [ did unto the Egyptians. and how [ bare you on eagles’
wings. and brought vou unto myself.

** Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed. and keep my covenant, then
ve shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people : for all the earth is mine."”

These words explain the first six verses of the covenant
(Exodus xx). He begins by saying, “Ye have seen what I did
unto the Egyptians, and how I bear you upon eagles’ wings, and
brought you unto myself:” that is, ye have seen that I have
power, and have been able to subdue the mightiest nation (at
that time) upon the globe, and that I have borne you up as au
eagle upon her pinions: for though I led you into a desert where
there is neither food nor water, yet I have given you both in
abundance. In all the forty years of their stay in the wilder-
ness, we are told that their shoes did not wear out, nor their
clothing fail them. Our fathers’ saw this, it was a part of their
experience: to them it was knowledge, to us it is faith. God
further assures Israel: Now, becanse of these overwhelming
evidences, I will be vour (God, your power,—which is the true
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thought in the first line of the second verse of the ten command
ments,—and, *“if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my
covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all
people: for all the earth is mine.”

Now. think of the force of the wonds, *1f you will obey my
voice indeed.” Herein is the first essential in the covenant:
will you in all things obey his voice indeed? God is spirit, un-
changeable, therefore the same to-day as to Israel in Egypt.
To obey his voice indeed, one must necessarily dedicate his life
to God without reserve, resting all his hopes, desires, and aspi-
rations for time and for eternity in the controlling mind and
will of Yahveh. The spirit of this soul dedication, though not
directly expressed, was in all the teachings and life of Jesus:
and it has been the prime factor in the spirit of devotion in all
the churches down to the present time.

When the holiness movement began in about 1870 and per-
meated all the churches, even to influencing members of the
Roman Catholic Church,—for there are many devout souls in
that church,—those who sought the blessing of sanctifieation
were required to surrender all loves and desires, entering into
the minutia of giving up their business, their love of gain, their
social life, even to the loved ones of the domestic circle,—wives
and children,—everything was willingly surrendered to God;
and when they had surrendered everything that they possessed,
loved, or hoped for, desiring only to know and do the will of
God, then they were accepted of God and made conscious that
they were children in the arlus of their beloved and loving par-
ent: for they had complied with all the requirements of this
covenant, in so far as circumstances would permit.

The time had not arrived for the new covenant, spoken of in
Jeremiah xxX1. 81; but the spirit of that covenant has been in
the souls of men from the foundation of the world. It has
found expression in all the prayers of the devotee, and in all the
songs that he has sung, from the Psalmist down throngh many
of the hymns that have been sung by our fathers, and many.
that are sung in the churches to-day: for these are the expres-
sion of the souls of devout men and women whose thought was
formed by inspiration from God, and, consequently, their words
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were wiser than their intellect. And we. who have dedicated
our lives to God, and have followed the leadings of his spirit,
and have given up all and come out from the world to a place
in which the conditions of the new covenant may be fully rati-
tied, can sing these songs with the spirit and the understanding
as no other people in the world can do.

Those in the churches who made that covenant with God and
kept it faithfully were not required to give up any of those
things which they surrendered to God; but, on the contrary.
they received a hundred fold more in this present, with a con-
sciousness in the soul that they would receive that which was
for them in the world to come. The time has now come when
God will require of them all that they dedicated to him; for, as
all will admit, they can not keep that covenant perfectly in the
business world as it is. The narrow lines were drawn by the
Nazarene in that great sermon on the mount (Matt. v. vi. and
viL.): and every intelligent Christian who reads that sermon
carefully and thoughtfully will admit that he can not live up to
its teachings and maintain himself and family in the present
condition of the world. God foresaw and provided conditions
in this covenant to cover this emergency : for the time is coming

of which Ezekiel (xx. 33—41) prophesied:

** As I live, saith the Lord Yahveh, surely with a mighty hand. and with a
stretched out arm, and with fury poured out will I rule over you.

**‘And I will bring you out from the people, and will gather you out of the
countries wherwin ye are scattered, with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out
arm, and with fury poured out.

**And I will bring you into the wilderness of the people. and there I will plead
with vou face to face, '

** Like as 1 pleaded with your fathers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt. so
will I plead with you. saith the Lord Yahveh;

**And I will cause you to pass under the rod. and I will bring you into the bond
of the covenant:

**And I will purge out from among yon the rebels, and them that transgress
against me: I will bring them forth out of the country where they sojourn, and
they shall not enter into the land of Israel: and ye shall know that 1 am the Lord.

**As for you, O house of Israel, thus saith the Lord Yahveh: Go ye, serve ye
every one his idols, and hereafter also, if ye will not hearken unto me: but pollute
ye my holy name no more with your gifts. and with vour idols.

**For in mine holy mountain, in the mountain of the height of Israel. saith the
‘Lord Yahveh, there shall all the house of Israel all of them in the land, serve
me; there will I accept them, and there will I require your offerings. and the first
fruits of your oblations, with all vour holy things.

**1 will accept voun with your sweet savor. when I bring vou out from the peo-
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ple, and gather you out of the countries wherein ye are scatiered; and I will be
sanctified in you before the heathen.”

(Read cavefully the whole chapter.) (God also said by [saiah
(L. 11, 12):

*‘ Depart ye, depart ye, go ye oat from thence, touch no unclean thing; go ye
oat of the midst of her; be ye clean, that bear the veasels of the Lord.

‘‘ For ye shall not go out with haste, nor go by flight: for the Lord will go before
you; and the God of Israel will gather you up.”’

Note the expression, * Like as I pleaded with your fathers in the
land of Egypt, so will I plead with you, saith the Lord Yahveh:”
Now, there has never been a like movement to that of the exodus
from Egypt. Here the prophet by the spirit of God expressly de-
clares that “like as I pleaded with your fathers in the land of
Egypt, so will I plead with you.” He also says, “I will bring
you out from the people.”” The Lord has called us to this
place to make preparation for the second exodus. Where the
people who make the covenant with God may be enabled to
keep it perfectly: The difference between this exodus and the
one from Egypt is comparatively little: the people are more
oppressed and enslaved by their task-masters, the money-getters,
now than Israel was in Egypt; but, through the increase of
intelligence and refinement, the body and mind of wen and
women are more delicate, and need that there should be prepa-
ration made for them. They could not endure the hardships of
snch a journey as was made by the Israelites; for his people
are the first ripe fruit of the earth, as we often say, *the first
people of the land,” meaning thereby the most refined, cultiva-

ted, sensible, and sensitive organisms.

God in his covenant agrees to be their God like he was
Israel’s God in bringing them out of Egypt. He gave Israel
in Egypt favor with the Egyptians, and, because they had re-
ceived no recompense for their labors, they were not to go out
empty-handed, so they borrowed of the Egyptians gold and
precious stones in great abundance. In this exodus, as we have
said, those who have made that covenant and kept it have been
given favor with the people, so that they have gathered great
riches, and they, like the Israel of old, will convert all their
riches into gold, and bring it with them to the place that Yah-
veh hath chosen for the building of his house: for the require-
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ment of the spivit is the same to-day as it was after the day of

Pentecost : -

**And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus: and great grace was upon them all,

** Neither was any among them that lacked : for as many us were possessors of
lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things that were sold.

f‘And laid them down at the apostles feet: and distribution was made nnto
every man according as he had need.’’

If this was only the early rain of the Spirit, what may we

expect in the latter rain? But, thank God, we have no need
to give strong arguments and many qnotations. Volumes
oould be filled of such to induce his people to believe and act
upon these truths. Those who are following the Lord wholly
will be led by his spirit to see and know his will, and will be
guided to the place that he hath chosen for the gathering of
his people.

Since the time that the people made this covenant of conse-
cration to God, we have been separated from them, alone with
God, being instructed in the laws and methods of his covenant.
And during the eight vears of onr public work in this Magaziue,
the words of Canticles (i1. T) have ever been present in our
mind, *I charge von * * * that ye stir not up, nor awake
my love, till he please;” for. truly. this covenant people are
God’s loved ones, the beloved spouse of the Lord. The word
has gone forth during the eight years of our work to those who
claim to be in advance of the Christian world, and to be thinkers;
therefore the message that they wight think, believe, reason
and do the will of God. But few, however, among them have
been * wise unto salvation.”

Now the spirit of God calls to his beloved that she may awake
and obey the word of God spoken by his angel through John

(Rev. xvir. 4):

** Come out of her. my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye
receive not of her plagues.”’ ‘

And the word of God by Isaiah (xxvi, 20, 21):

‘* Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors ahout thee :
hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast.

‘ For, behold, the Lord cometh out of his place to punish the inhabitants of the
earth for their imiquity; the earth also shall disclose her blood, and shall no more
cover her slain.”’

Also Isaiah (L. 1-4):
*Awnke, awake. put on thy strength. O Zion; put on thy beautiful garments. O
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Jerusalem: the holy city: for henceforth there shall no more come into thee the
uncircumcised and the unclean.

¢‘Shake thyself from the dust; arise, and sit down, O Jerusalem : loose thyself
from the bands of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion.

‘“For thus saith the Lord, Ye have sold yourselves for nought; and ye shall be
redeemed without money.

‘“For thus saith the Lord Yahveh, My people went down aforetime into Egypt
to sojourn there; and the Assyrian oppressed them without cause.’

For, behold, the days have come in which the Lord will make
the new covenant with his people, “and they shall be a peculiar
treasure unto me above all people; for all the earth is mine.”
Therefore the call now is that you remember his covenant and
the covenant that you have entered into with him. If you re-
new that covenant of absolute obedience to the guidance, you
will be among those of whom it is said, ** Who are these that fly
as clonds, and as doves to their windows;” for the spirit of the
Lord will lead and guide you if you will but only cease to
be goverued by the teachings and prejudices of man, and will
follow wholly the guidance of the spirit.

All who have made that covenant and Jived in its spirit know
that there is a guidance of the spirit of God: and they must
know and bear in mind that their covenant requires of them ab-
solute obedience in all things. The old accuser of our brethren,
that has accused them day and night before our God, will try
bard to intimidate you as soon as you make up your mind to be
absolutely obedient; and will point out to your mind the fanatic
who has claimed to follow the guidance, and who has made
himself so obnoxious in the eyes of all sensible people. He will
make you fear, that. if you make that covenant and do really
follow the guidance of the spirit, you will be like the fantaic, or that
you will have guidance to do things that you will fear to do.
All this must be conquered by your confidence in the wisdom,
goodness, and power of God. Know this that God will never
lead one to do what is really unreasonable or ignoble. Turn
your attention to the study of the prophets: for it was to them
Jesus referred when he said, *“Search the Secrviptures.” The
New Testament was not then written. Be diligent in your
search for knowledge and ardent in your desire to know the will
of God that you may do it perfectly ; for * the time of the end ™
of all old things has come, and *a short work will the Lord do
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upon the earth ’ in establishing his kingdom. We have cousidered
in this article the obeying of his voice indeed : but have not here
considered the keeping of his covenant, which we may take up in
another article, notwithstanding it has been the main subject
of our thought in all the former numbers of THE Esorkric.
May the spirit of God lead yon and guide you in all things. «1
am your fellow servant.”

“From the river of Egypt all the land

To where Euphrates flows.

With thee my covenant shall stand
Though earth and hell oppose:

Thy children surely shall possess
The gate of every foe,—

This promise gracions YAHVEH made
Four thousand years ago.

Of many nations thou shalt be
The father—doubt it not!

With joy thine offspring thou shalt see
Upon this chosen spot:

An endless heritage they’ll have
Secure from every woe :—

Thus God to father Abra’am spake
Four thousand years ago.

An everlasting covenant
I'll ’stablish with thy seed.
That they shall take me for their God.
And I'll supply their need :
Sickness or sorrow, pain or death,
They never more shall know ;
They’ll find me true to what I said
Four thousand years ago.

The nations of the earth shall come

"~ The blessing to partake;

And with them too my covenant
Eternally I'll make:

They'll hail the God of Israel,
His name they all shall know,

And sing the praise of him who spake
Four thousand years ago.

The time has eome, the time foretold
The promise to fulfill ;

The chosen people now behold,
Assembled at his will ;

The Stone of Israel soon will break
In pieces every foe

And vindicate what YARVER spake
Four thonsand years ago.”
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OUR EFFORTS.

BY W. P. PYLE.
*‘The Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.”” John xxv. 10.

Creation, the work of the Father, is being finished in these
latter days; and it is through the son, as a willing co-laborer
with the Father, that it is to be accomplished. We read that
the son learns obedience through suffering. Although obe.
dience implies subjection to authority, and although obedience
is rendered by the son to the Father’s will, yet this is not an
arbitrary will, changing from time to time; but it is the un-
changeable law or laws of the divine mind, which include all
natural law. It is by suffering, or experience, that the exis-
tence of these laws is discovered; and it was because the son
had learned the law, or the divine will, and desired to obey,
that he claimed to be working in accordance therewith: *Not

I, but my Father, he doeth the works.”

We are told that God made every plant and every herb of
the field before it grew. The only conceivable explanation of
this is that these things were formed in the creative mind
before being wmanifested in matter: and there is reason to be-
lieve this to be true of all God’s work:; just as a man must
first image a thing in his thought before he makes it. After
the son through suffering learns the existence of the laws which
are the Father's will, learning as well, through observation,
that it is best always to act in accordance with that will. he
strives to know those laws more fully, that he may obey
them more perfectly.

The only way in which a man can learn is to think. If he
focalise his mind with sufficient strength, and for a sufficient
length of time, upon the Father’s will and work.—the work of
creation and its laws, or the creative wmethods of accomplish-
went,—he will begin to perceive its ultimate. He, desiring
to know the will and do the work of the Father. enters the
realm of the creative mind.and begins to discern the things
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of that mind that are not yet manifest, not yet created, but
existing only as thought therein, even as did “the herb of the
field before it grew.”

John in Revelation describes three things which he saw in the
creative mind, but which were not yet existent on earth: first,
the ultimate of womanhood,—a  woman eclothed with the sun,
crowned with stars, and with the moon under her feet; second,
the ultimate of man,—one riding crowned with many crowns
named KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS; third,
the ultimate of the body of humanity who will learn to obey,
and who will constitute the new heaven and the new earth, with
the holy city. All else that he describes are incidents leading
up to these ultimates. Seeing that these things which John saw
so long agu are not yet manifest, that the works of the Father
are not yet finished, it becomes us, if we aspire to become sons,
to do as did Jesus, saying, “I work the works of him that sent
me.”

Nevertheless, it is necessary to do God’s work in his own way,
according to his will or law; for it is evident that his will and
law are identical. Jesus taught his disciples to pray, “Let thy
kingdom come, let thy will be done.” Many have labored for
the establishment of that kingdom, but, through ignorance, con-
trary to the divine will, and, of necessity, have failed. Jesus
not only said, “I do my Father’s work,” but said also, “ [ do
always those things which please him.” Evidently this could
only mean that he was accomplishing the divine purpose in
accordance with divine law. '

He also said, ** My Father worketh hitherto. and I work.” con-
veying the thought that up to a certain point the Creator
worked alone; but that when that point was reached,—and
Jesus secemed to have reached it.—then it was essential that
man, as the son, co-operate with the Father in the completion of
the work. If not necessary, then Jesus labored in vain. Evi-
dently God, the Creator, works alone to finish the work of crea-
tion, which work is accomplished by generation: but the work
of the son begins with his re-creation, which is accomplished by
re-generation.

As Jesus said to Nicodemus, * Ye must be born again:” and
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the fact that he came to teach man how this work of re-genera-
tion is to be accomplished proves the necessity of man’s intelli-
gent co-operation with the Father. This implies knowledge.
It is written, “ Because thou hast rejected knowledge, I also will
reject thee;” for without knowledge, there can be no intelligent
effort; and it was this knowledge that Jesus came to impart.
Generation can be and is accomplished without knowledge; but
not re-generation.

Knowledge is gained through experience and thought. It
must of necessity be obtained before there can be intelligent
obedience; for the divine law, or the divine method, must be
adhered to, or all effort will fail. The knowledge gained
through suffering simply teaches the existence and necessity of
obedience to the laws and methods of the creative mind: the
knowledge of the things not yet created, or the ultimate of
creation, is gained through the desire (prayer) to know; for ex-
perience can not give a knowledge of that which does not yet
exist. This is given by the spirit of truth (Jobn xvi. 13),
which will show man things to come; and it is evident that this
spirit will not come to those who do not earnestly desire it.
The power which Jesus had and used for the accomplishment of
the divine purpose was, as he said, not bis own but the Father’s.
It was the power of the Father’s will (law), which worked
through him, because he acted in accordance therewith, and
made this possible. Evidently he conld not have accomplished
anything of himself, or in his own way.

It appears that, since man by no amount of thought and effort
contrary to divine law can gain ultimates, and that only in ac-
eordance with that law can his desires be attained, it is not un-
reasonable to assume, that, by « knowledge of and working in
accordunce with that law, he can accomplish all things. This

8 a4 simple sentence, but a tremendous saying; and, if true,
opeus to man the door to unlimited power. Then, when Jesus
made the statement ~All power is given unto me,” it was be-
cause he had gained a comprehensive knowledge of all creative
law.

It is evident that man can not do the Father’s will perfectly
and intelligeutly unless he is able to perceive in a measure the
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ultimate of the creative effort. This effort, as pertaining to the
individual, is expressed in the words “ Let us make man in our
image, and after our likeness, and give them the dominion;”
and, as pertaining to the body of humanity, in the words of the
Lord’s prayer “Let thy kingdom come.” Itis for this we la-
bor. This is the direction of our efforts.

THE SLANDERER.

I dreamed I stood outside of hell’s

Dark walls, and cries, and groans, and yells

Came from a distance deep within

That dark abode of pain and sin.

Louder and louder on the ear

Those murmurs broke, and seemed more near

To be advaneing, like the roar

Of some dark storm-cloud breaking o’er

A mighty forest. old and still ;

And rushing on o’er vale and hill,

Curses and imprecations dire.

Terms of contempt and vengeful ire

From myriad tongues I now could hear.

Each moment seeming still more near.

Toward where I stood the tumult drew.

And hell's broad gates wide open flew.

Out rushed a being. sore in haste.

By demons. imps, and devils chased.

** Drive him far off! " loud, Satan cried.

** And you. gate-keeper. woe betide.

If e’er within these walls is seen

Another beimyg half as mean!”

A fiend came near. T said. - Pray. tell.

Is aught too mean, too vile for hell ?

Who can that wretched being be

That ye have forced so far to Hee

Frow this durk den of sin and shame.

Tell whence he eame, and what his name *

He grinned a smile of ghastly mirth,

And said, * A Slanderer. from Earth.”
SiMroN CARTEK.




BIBLE REVIEWS.

NO. LVIIL

“THE REVELATION OF ST. JOHN THE DIVINE.”*"
PREFACE.

It is to us a painful task to be necessitated to write, as we have
done in these Reviews, concerning any body of people, much less a
church organization ; for we know that there are members in that -
church who are honest, earnest, devout people, and who, by following
the guidance of the spirit, will be led out of her in time to be saved
from the great curse that God has pronounced against her. We are
but your fellow-servants and must speak faithfully the truths that are .
given us by the Spirit.

' CHAPTER XVIL

Verse 7: ‘‘And the angel said unto me, wherefore didst thon marvel? I will..
tell thee the mystery of the woman. and of the beast that carrieth her, which hath .
the seven heads and ten horns.”

Here the angel promises to explain the mystery of the
vision. He now puts the matter into words in place of
imagery. ' :

Verse 8: “The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of
the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall

wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of
the world, when they,behold the beast that was. and is not, and yet is. *’ :

“The beast that thou sawest was, and is not:” He was a great.
sensuous power, and at this time is; but when the waters of
Euphrates are dried up (Chap. xvi. 12),—that is, when the
power of the people for living the sensual life is gone (see
Bible Reviews No. Liv),—then there will be a short time in
which the beast is not. And because the waters of fruitfulness
are dried up, he will ascend out of the pit: for the powers in
that direction will have vanished. The words **bottomless pit”
are given as meaning an abyss or hell. which correetly symbolizes
the great depth of degradation and animalization into which
the animal powers had fallen.  But, as he ascends out of the
pit. becanse it ceases to exist., he comes out but to go into
perdition: that is, into destruction. For, as this church has

% The Revelation of St. John the Divine began in July, 1842. Back numbers
way be bad at 15 cents each. or sets of 12 at 8 1.50.
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builded all her great structure of power and glory, and is
enabled to hold and control the minds of men upon and
through the sensuous appetites, passions, and desires,—in short,
upon all that men love in this world,—when these things are
destroyed, she will go into perdition.

“And they that dwell in the earth shall wonder, etc:” When
she ascends out of the pit, she will then suddenly gain great
power and authority and admiration; for here again the word
wonder implies admiration. Although her time is short, she
will make great display, and cause all but those whose names
are written in the book of life to greatly admire her. DBut, as
she bas virtually lost all that makes her desirable to the sensu-
ous world, they will admire and umpite with her, because they
also have lost the same, and their only hope will appear to be
im her who, through her occult powers, is enabled to appear to
have all these things. They who belong to the body of the
Christ will not be awed into' admiration. They know that her
time is short, and kuow also that the time of their trial is at
hand; for Rome, having lost that which has heretofore gratitied
her sensuous desires, will go forth with great fury in her blind

thirst for power.
Verse 9: ‘“And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are
seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth.’’

The reference here to the mind which hath wisdom has a two
fold meaning. As it was said in the beginning of this book
“Blessed is he that readeth, and thev that hear.” The wmind
that is able to hear. that is able to understand. was referred to
in Daniel xi1. 9. 10.

-"**And he said. Go thy way Duniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till
the time of the end.

‘‘ Many shall be purified, and made whits and tried; but the wicked shall do
wickedly : and none of the wicked shall understand : bat the wise shall understand.’

This Revelation is of the time of the end; and the explana-
tion here given by the angel to John was given as a8 means of
identification to the wise. All revelations of this kind are com-
monly given in a way to be ouly recognized as they appear.
He says here, * The seven heads are seven mountains, on which
the woman sitteth.” The literal side of this explanation is too
well known to require comment ; for Rome, which is the seat or
throne of the Roman Pontiff, has been knowu for centuries as
*the city upon seven hills.” The **seven hills” has also an inner
meaning, —that of seven attainments or crowning ultimates.
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We have seen the nature of the ultimates while considering

verse 3.
Verse 10: ‘““And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and onme is, and the
other is not yet come; and when he eometh, he must continue a short space.’’

“8even kinga:” A king, in its broad sense, is the head or
chief of an organized hody of people. We expect to see, and,
in fact, do see at the present, bodies organizing which can be
easily identified as the uniting of the representatives of the
seven creative principles. As there is only a portion of
these organizations known to the public mind, it is not time to
name them; but when the time arrives to which this prophecy
refers, it will be seen that five organizations had an existence
as independent bodies, but have fallen in that they were
swallowed up by the Roman organization. The one that exists
at the period to which this vision refers will appear as the all
potent one; but it also will be submerged in the one united
body, so that the one that is to come will comprehend all that
has preceded it. And when this unity under one head is con-
suminated, then let the saints of earth take warning and know
that the time of their great persecution is come. and also the
time of their deliverance; for he will continue but a short space.

Verse 11: ‘‘And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of
the seven, and goeth into perdition.’

" “The beast that i3 the eighth and is of the seven:” that is,
when he ascends out of the abyss. he will take all the attain-
ments. knowledges, ete. of the civilized world, and will attemnpt
to organize a new system, which will enthrone him as supreme
over ull the earth. He, being the body of the false prophet re-
ferred to in a former chapter, and vsing divine knowledre and
powers for his own aggrandizement, will attempt to imitate the
Most High, who, through gatheriug his elect who have reached
the ultimate and gained control over the seven creative princi-
ples, will begin a new and higher octave of seven ascending
steps. The beast will attempt to do the sae, but, as the angel
says. *he goeth into perdition:™ for thongh he claims to be an
infallible god, he will be made to know. throngh the utter
failure of all hix pompous claims and undertakings, that he is

”

only a man.

Verse 12: * And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have
received no kingdom as yet; but receive power us kings one hour with the beast.”” .
(See Duu vit. 20, Zech. 1. 18-21.)

Horns, as we have said before. are symbols of powers: and.
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as' they are called kings by the angel, they are representative
heads of certain bodies which, though they have been powers
in:the world, have had no organization until this beast power
arises, when she will attempt to organize and utilize them for
her own dominion. In the words of Zechariah, *These are the
horns (powers) that have scattered Judah and Jerusalem.”
Here -we again find the Roman power identified. Observe he

says, “Judah and Jerusalem.” It is well known that it was.

the powers at Rome which destroyed Jerusalem and scattered

Judah throughout the nations. One of the leading powers which -

scattered Judah and destroyed Jerusalem was popular opinion,
and another, religious prejudice. There is no doubt that there

might be found ten similar principles active-at that tiime, and -
which still are so. The number 10 is the ultimate of units,.
and was anciently used as a symbol of all; therefore all the-
powers which will have separate heads (or kings) in the time.
to come have been unorganized save as they were led by the one,.

popular opinion. :

Verse 13: ‘‘ These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength un
the beast.”

“These have one mind;” that is, they will be at this time a

unit in giving their power and strength unto the beast.

Verse 14: *‘ These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall over-
come them: for he is Lord of lords and King of kings : and they that are with him
are called, and chosen, and faithful.”’

“These shall make war with the Lamb:” We have seen in
a former Review that the Lamb is the physical body wholly
subordinated to the will of God. The hundred and forty-four
thousand were seen in Chapter Xiv. with the Lamb on Mount
Ziou, and it is with him that these powers make war: for at
this time thoese with the Lamb will be the only people who are
not subordinated to the Roman beast. “And the Lamb shall
~yercome them: for his is Lovrd of lords, and Kings of kings:
and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful:”

At-this time the bundred and forty-four thousand will have been

gathered, and will have reached a point in their attainment
which will justify the words, *“They that are with him, are
called, and chosen, and faithful.” This is that which was
shown to Esdras while he was fasting and praying to know the
way to immortal life:

*‘And I behold, and lo, that man waxed strong with the thousands of heaven:

and when he turned his countenance to look. all the things tremubled that were seen
under him.
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‘‘And whensoever the voice went out of his mouth, all they burned that heard his
voice, like as the earth faileth when it feeleth the fire.

‘‘And after this I beheld, and, lo, there were gathered together a multitude of
men, out of number, from the four winds of heaven, to subdue the man that. came
out of the sea.

‘‘ But I beheld, and, lo, he had graved himself a great mountain, and flew up
upon it.

*“ Bat I would have seen the region or place whereout the hill was graven, and I
could not.

‘‘And after this I beheld, and, lo, all they which were gathered together to
subdue him were sore afraid, and yet durst fight.

‘‘And, lo, as he saw the violence of the multitude that came, he neither lifted up
his band, nor held sword, nor any instrument of war.

‘‘ But only I saw that he sent out of his mouth as it had been a blast of fire, and
out of his lipe a flaming breath, and out of his tongue he cast out sparks and tem-
pests.

‘‘And they were all mixed together; the blast of fire, the flaming breath, and the
great tempest ; and fell with violence upon the multitude which was prepared to
fight, and burned them up every one, so that upon s sudden of an innumerable
multitude nothing was to be perceived, but only dust and smell of smoke; when I
saw this I was afraid.” [II Eedras xn1. 3-11.]

Verse 15: ‘‘And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the
whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitndes, and nations, and tongunes.

Verse 16: ‘‘And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall
hate the whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and
burn her with fire.’’

Here we find a sudden reversal of popular opinion. The great
whore has failed to justify her claims of God-likeness, and her
arbitary rule over the nations, taking from them their liberties
of thought, of education, and of religious belief. 'l‘hey sudden-
ly turn against her and destroy her so that she will never rise
again,

Verse 17: ** For God hath put in their hearts to fulfill his will, and to agree, and
give their kingdom unto the beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled.”

There is a parallel heve to what we read of Pharaoh,—God
hardened his heart against the children of Israel. It is God's
will that there should be manifested at this time his great power
in the salvation of his people, in order that they may never
forget that he is with them, their God ; and not only so, but the
nations of the earth must have their experience, and know
thereby the result of blindly following blind guides. They
must also have an opportunity to destroy each the other, so as

to cleanse the earth from those that corrupt it.

Verse 18: **And the woman that thou sawest is that great city, which reigneth
over the kings of the earth.”

Here is the final climax of identification of the body of peo-

ple called the whore. It is known by all that there is but one
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eity in the world of which this may be truthfully said; namely,
the holy see (?) at Rome.

We believe that every honest, intelligent person will readily
see that this identification has not been arbitrary, but that here
are numerous points so- plain and unmistakable that it seems
that even the Romish Church herself would recognize its iden-
tity. But it is an old and trite saying that *there are none so
blind as they that will not see.” The use of this identification and
prophecy was seen in the consideration of the 13th Chapter of
this Revelation. We mnst bear in mind the words of the
Nazarene, **A short work will the Lord do upon the earth;”
and also, “ For the elect’s sake these days shall be shortened.”
The time of this tribulation has already begun, and a great and
mighty work must be accomplished in a very short time. The
past two years have been spent in preparing the minds of the
people for active work in the very near future; and the reading
of this Revelation is not to intimidate the people. but to urgée
them to a more perfect waltk with God. the necessity of making
that covenant and keeping it under all circuwstances. May
God, our eommon Father, impress these things upon your inner
consciousness and upon your intelligence, and awake his beloved
to an understanding of his word and purpose. Muay the spirit
of knowledge and understanding attend this lesson wherever it
goes. I am your fellow-servant.”

THOUGHTS ON DEVOTION.
FKOM THE GERMAN.

The following is an extract from the writings of a kuight of the Teutonic order,
who lived about one hundred and seventy years before the Raformation. It con-
tains the most central and vital principles of the Ewteric doctrine and true
occultism. It is an evidence, that, when sought for and lived correctly, the spirit
that Christ brought to earth will introduce man into the inner sanctuary of divine
presence. and will open to him the door of mysteries trauscending all human
capacity to impart.  Of course. in the days of this writing. the humau family were
ehildren. and therefore could not receive or utilize the highest knowledge of the
kingdom of God. It needed many more years of suffering and experience to de-
velop the souls of men to where they are capable of receiving and utilizing the
higher knowledges. Now that the time has arrived, and a more highly developed
people ave present in the world, they to whose heart this appeals will find in it the
keys to that sacred knowledge that has been kept hidden from the foundation
of the world. But, of course, the true spirit of devotion that is expressed in the
laollowing is not all that is required to attain these things. It only puts man in the
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attitnde of mind in which, if he desires knowledge, wisdom, and understanding,
and powers that were possessed by the Lord’s Christ, he will receive them as fully
and as fast as he can utalize them for the good of humanity.—Eb.

« Moreover there are yet other ways to the lovely life of Christ,
besides those we have spoken of: to wit, that God and man
should be wholly united, so that it can be said of a truth that
God and man are one. This cometh to pass on this wise:
Where the Truth always reigneth, so that true perfect God
and true perfect man are at one, and man so giveth place to
God, that God Himself is there and yet the man too, and this
same unity worketh continually, and doeth and leaveth undone
without any I, and Me, and Mine, and the like; behold, there
is Christ, and nowhere else. Now, seeing that here there is
true perfect manhood, so there is a perfect perceiving and
feeling of plesnsure and pain, liking and disliking, sweetness
and bitterness, joy and sorrow, and all that can be perceived
and felt within and without. And seeing that God is here
made man, he is also able to perceive and feel love and hatred,
evil and good, and the like. As a man who is not God, feeleth
and taketh note of all that giveth him pleasure and pain, and
it pierceth him to the heart, especially what offendeth him : so
is it also when God and man are one, and yet God is the man:
there everything is perceived and felt that is contrary to God
and man. And since there man becometh nought, and God
alone is everything, so it is with that which is contrary to man,
and a sorrow to him.  And this must hold true of God so long
as a bodily and substantial life endureth.

Furthermore. mark ve, that the one Being in whom God and
man ave united, standeth free of himself and of all things.
and whatever is in him is there for God's sake and not for
man’s, or the creature’s. For it is the property of God to be
without this and that, and without Self and Me, and without
equal or fellow: but it is the nature and property of the creature
to seck itself aud its own things, and this and that, here and
there; and in all that he doeth and leaveth undone its desire
is to its own advantage and profit. Now where a creature or
a man forsaketh and cometh out of himself and his own
things, there God entereth in with His own, that is with Him-
self.”

»



MIND: MUNDANE AND CELESTIAL.

BY T. A. WILLISTON.

The faculty of mind, or the process of thought-formation,
is most wonderful ;: so wonderful is it that speech is inadequate
to express its mystery. There are two minds, the mundane
and the celestial. The mundane mind,—working through the
material structure of men and animals, creates from the
elements found in their organism physical bodies without
volition on the part of the animal acted npon. When wan has
developed strong intellectual powers, the mundane mind
that works through him is governed by and absolutely obeys
the dictates of his mind. The strongly intellectual and
spiritual man builds a2 body according to his needs. The
animal man bas an organisin created for him; and that organ-
ism being created from his passions and appetites, can perceive
nothing beyond the animal senses and desires.

The powers possessed by a highly developed, intellectual
man make him a conscious, thinking entity: a living, God-
like creature: one so far above the present race of nen, that,
in comparison to him, our most brainy men are but new born
children. Mind is the connecting link between man and his creator.

It is the wonderful and almost unknown factor which. when
governed by the will, enables man to gain spiritual powers,
permitting him to rise above material conditions, freeing him
from the limitation of flesh, giving him control of the finer
and most potent elements of nature. so changing him from
an animal to a son of God. Man, when he has gaived an’
understanding of the hidden laws of his being, begins'to work
through and by the subtle powers of mind.  When he reaches
this state. the promise that he will *be a creator™ is fulfilled.
No longer need he “earn his bread in the sweat of his brow;”
for by the potency of the mind that be has developed he is
able to create from the seeming void. and bring into material
manifestation the things needed.
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The mundane mind differs from the celestial or universal
mind: the celestial mind fills the universe and is a éreat
ocean of unformed thought; the mundane wind is the mind of
our planet earth. This has been separated from the ocean of
mind by the will of the Creator, who endowed it with certain
powers that will enable it to work out certain specific ultimates.
All thoughts that have ever been formed by man are stored in
it; all knowledge that has ever been worked out on our planet
is reflected there, and can and will be eventually used by the souls
that are now making spiritu:.ll attainments. Nothing that has
ever been on earth is really lost, but is safely stored awaiting
the advent of those who possess the mind powers to force
thewselves into the great arcana of God.

Man, as he is found in our age. is yet unborn into the realm
of mind: he does not know how to use the powers with which
he is endowed. 1f man had reached a degree of unfoldment in
which he conld wse the powers that now lie dormant within
bimn, he would be free from all the animal propensities that ally
him to the physical world. and bind him within the narrow
confines of the five senses.  If he could use the powers of mind,
he would not be the animal that he now is; for by that power
he could send forth thoughts endowed with energy to which the
materials of earth would respond. He would be like his Father,
a creator, one having the ability to command with a conscious-
ness that his commands would be obeyed.

When man through soul unfoldment is capable of penetrating
the realm of the celestial mind, he will be able to form thoughts
of a character such as to give him power transcending any-
thing that we, in our present state of development, can imagine.
Few. if any. upon our earth to-day are able totouch this realm.
Cuuld we do 0. we would think the thoughts that God thinks.
If we conld think from that wondrous realm, time and space
wounld be annihilated ; we wonld be a conscious part of the
whole universe. and would know what is transpiring in the most
distant sun as readily as we understand what is going on around
us. We would be familiar with both the past and the futare.
We would dwell continnally in the eternal norw.

The most profound thinker at the present time lives and
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thinks wholly in the mundane mind, which is the mind power
governing our earth, and which controls all animal life. All
worlds float, as it were, in a sea of mind or thought; yet the
mind that enspheres them is not that great ocean of unformed
thought which is the mind of God, but a part of it, into which
the Creator of the universe has imaged thought. Man being
wholly under the control of this thought, it is most difficult for
him to rise above it; and until he does so, he will be continually
thinking thoughts that have been formed by others. As long
as he thinks thoughts already formed, so long wull he remain
under the control of the arnima mundi.

In the beginning God formed a thought in the celestial mind,
and willed it forth to accomplish certain results. This thought
becomes the mind that produces a world, and is the power that
governs all that belongs to that planet. The ruling power im-
planted in this mind is that of generation; and for this reason
all animal life, being govarned by this mind, manifests a desire
to reproduce its kind, thereby working out the thought of
God expressed to an undeveloped world: “Be fruitful and
multiply, and replenish the earth.” It being the desire of all
animal life to express the mind that thinks through it, this mind
being the inundane, and its chief thought that of generation, it
is most difficult for man to rise above it and enter the spiritual
state. In fact, none can unless they have develuped soul power,
and a consciousness of that interior will, which gives to them the
ability to rise above and step outside of the controlling mﬂuem,e
of the mundane.

‘We have said that in the beginning the Creator expressed
from the unformed ocean of wind—which is himself—a deific
thought, and formed it for a specific purpose. That purpose
was to create a world and people it. The power of that thonght
is continually present moulding all life, in order that nature
may work in complete harmony with the expressed purpose of
the miud that created it. The altimate for which men labor
and straggle s to develop spiritual powers, so that they
may rise above the control of the planetary mind and be superior
to the thought of geuneration expressed in it. As long as the
mundane mind thiuks through wan and thus domiuvates him
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absolut'ely, he is little superior to the animals; he is not a free
agent, but is governed by forces over which he has no control.
He possesses only animal instinct, and is incapable of forming
correct, orderly thought; for is it possible to be capable of
orderly intellection when ones thoughts have not been created
by himself, but have been formed by a mind outside of his
organism ?

The mundane mind, falsely called the astral, being a vast
storehouse of formed thoughts, is accessible to all who are
sufficiently sensitive to reach into it. We find, therefore, very
many aninal men and women posing before the world as highly
developed and gifted spiritual beings. They, through planetary
conditions, are very sensitive, and are therefore able to reach
into this storehouse and gather the thoughts that are stored
there. To hear thein on the rostrum, an uninitiate would believe
that they are endowed with spiritual gifts; while, in fact, they
are but empty vessels through which the thoughts of others flow.

This is the power of inspiration or recalling, and is much to
be desired by all; for by it we are able to re-collect the knowl-
edge that the wise of all ages have gathered and formulated in
thought. Being able to gather this knowledge, we can send it
forth strengthened and endowed with added potency drawn
from our own life qualities. This, however, is but the begin-
ning of the ultimate for which we struggle. It is not the
highest platform-upon which the truly spiritual man will stand.

When man has gained true spiritual unfoldment, he will be
able to penetrate beyond the mind of the mundane; he will be
able to reach out into the heretofore unexplored realm of un-
formed thought, and to form from the qualities of that mind
thoughts that ouly the sons of God can think. And so he will
be able to express what has never before found its way to
earth. He will build from these thoughts an organism trans-
cending anything that earth has heretofore produced,—an
organism wholly builded to serve the needs of the spiritual
man. & body endowed with will power drawn from Yahveh
himself. This divine will permits man to do and accomplish
the designs of his Creator, which is to elevate upon a spiritaal
platform, not only individuals but races. '
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O mind! thou mighty, divine factor in moulding human life,
will earth’s children ever understand thy wonderful power?
Thou most unknowable, most powerful, most subtle agent of
the Creator, who can fathom thy mysterious workings? Will
we ever know from whence thou comest, or what thon art? Is
there no means whereby we may touch, sense, or handle thee?
Is it within the province of thy learning, men of science, to
demonstrate that such a thing exists? You, who have labored
long and patiently in the laboratory, can you not throw some
light upon this subject which is of such vital import to the
human race? Can you harness it and make it obedient to your
desires? Alas! no; for to understand mind, one must have
a spiritnal perception. To realize it in its fullness, would be to
-understand God, to have access to all knowledge and power.

Lightly we speak of intellect and mind, and point with pride
to our statesmen and scientists, and hold in worshipful reverence
those who have the power to sway principalities and rule nations.
The greatest statesman who is on earth to-day, the most learned
scientist and most profound thinker, is but a babe compared to
those souls who rule by and through the power of mind. As
yet our most learned professors and deepest scientific thinkers
have not doffed the swaddling clothes of ignorance; they still
sleep on mother nature’s bosom, helpless and unable to grasp
intelligently the power of mind that commands and is obeyed.

No one can comprehend mind. or can realize that such .a
realm exists until he has passed beyond the power of evolution.
.No one can enter the realm of mind, or gain access to the more
subtle agencies of nature until he rises to the apex of soul
unfoldment where evolution and involation meet. That is to
say: evolution carries all creation from a lower to a higher state
of existence: involution carries spirit from a higher to a lower
state. It causes spirit to descend through matter. while
evolution causes spirit to ascend through matter to spirit.
The involutionary forces can be compared to everflowing
currents that run through the great ocean of the mundane
mind, carrying in their flow germs of spiritnal life. Many
of these germs have never been lmited by being en-
sphered by thought, and are unrestrained only in so far as
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they obey the universal mind that controls these forces. These
evolutionary currents carry these unensphered germs along in
their onward flow until they find embodiment in the center of
a thought, which thought is substance composed of the life-
essence of the one that sent it forth,—willed it into being.
When the germ has been ensphered by the creative thought, it
becomes limited or separated fromn the great ocean of unlimited
spirit. The power of the creative thought erystalized it, as it
were, and builded for it a material covering. This material
covering is its physical body, which is thought crystalized. To
ensphere does not change the spiritual germ; but, when it
becomes ensphered, its action is limited, and it at once begins
to struggle upward toward the source from which it originally
came. It is now controlled wholly by the evolutionary currents
which carry it upward, until, through generations of re-birth,
it lies at the center of a human, spiritually developed soul. -

When the spirit germ has become the center of a spiritual
man or woman, the forces of evolution and involution meet,
forming a circle which is constantly flowing downward and
upward. When man reaches the apex of this circle, he is ready
for the new birth. He has gained experience and soul powers
that enable him to control and use the mind powers that make
him like unto his Creator. If he should refnse to do this, he
will at once be caught in the descending current and be carried
downward until the soul disintegrates; the former experiences
all lost, and the ego is once more compelled to find expression
throngh the lowest forms of animal or perhaps vegetable
existence.

“The sonl that sinneth it shall die.”” These words were
spoken by one who knew whereof he spoke: and therefore it
behooves all who feel that they have developed to where they
can use the mind powers and live from the intellect, to be no
longer animals, but to step from under the control of generation,
the animal power that to-day rules man.

There are many such in the world,—men and women who
have through evolutionary development reached this period of
their sonl's unfoldment. They find themselves in a world.
surrounded by friends and acquaintances, yet strangers in a
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strange land. Their loves and desires are unlike those of their
associates; and they feel that there is something higher and
nobler to live for than the gratification of the senses.

To this class we appeal. To those strangers in a world of
friends, these thoughts are sent forth with a silent prayer that
they may have the wisdom to understand what is best for them
to do; that they may earnestly try to develop the spirit of
true devotion, which, if persistently carried on, will bring them
very close to God,—so close, indeed, that they will know the
Father’s will and be in a condition to be led into a haven of
rest and sunshine. If you once start on the road that leads to
a spiritual consciousness, and have determined to follow the
leadings of the spirit, having turned your face from the world
and determined to find truth, loiter not by the way-side; for, if
you do, you may perchance be beguiled into playing with the
apparently beautiful blossoms that man’s idealized, perverted
senses have planted in your path to deceive and mislead.
Beware of these chimeras; their colors may appear most
beautiful, their fragrance most alluring. Remember this:
beautiful though they may appear, cunningly hidden beneath
each blossom is a serpent’s sting,—a sting that has brought into
the world untold misery and sorrow. If you should escape
this sting, the deadly seductive aroma of these flowers will
destroy the growth of the soul, and will bring to you death
instead of eternal life, the greatest of all boons that God, the
Father, has vouchsafed to man, the son.

If we would force ourselves through the realm of superstition
and materialism, and enter the realm of mind, we must put our
whole trust in God,—confiding, trusting. even as little children.
We are conscious that before we can enter this wisdom-realm,
we must, through sorrow and pain, pierce the black clouds of
ignorance which for ages have been gathering about our earth,
shrouding her in a night of sorrow and sin. But, thank God, the
night is almost past, a new cycle of time has come to earth.
Even now the glad hosannas of the angel world can be heard;
and the breaking of the new and brighter day is even now
tinging the eastern sky with light, a sure token that the goddess
of wisdom is bringing to earth happiness and peace.



EXTRACTS FROM A PRIVATE LETTER.

BY T. C. J.
We take the liberty of publishing the following portion of a private letter.—Eb.
. - . - * * »

In my own circle, things were usnally measured by dollars and
cents, and mother wit the guide men usually followed; and so
in bitterest agony have I often pleaded that the inner voice, which
at rare intervals spoke with such distinctness, might remain with
me as an abiding guide. Sometimes it seemed to me that these
wrestlings were simply the agonizings of the soul when it sought
to express itself more fully; for they were ever followed by
seasons of such rare spiritual exhaltation, that I have, in some
instances, wondered if the earthen vessel could carry an added
grain of the heavenly transport. These were not times of merae
mental illamination, although this illumination always accom-
panied them. They were rather times in which there was such
a divine inflowing as practically to paralyze the lower nature,
one of these experiences, indeed, resulting in a sickness of
many week’s duration. As may be supposed, these were always
times of the most intense mental appreciation,—times when life
was transfigured and God was everything and everywhere. In
order that you may understand just what I mean, I append a
short sketch of the circumstances, when I was in the South
Pacifie, out of which the experience to which I more particularly
refer grew. :

SAMOA.

Who could describe these- mornings? Touched as with a
fairy wand, they crept from out the night and with shafts of
gilded light pierced the banks of clouds that with sombre
drapery fringed the horizon. and in gorgeous color transformed
the ocean and bedecked the sky. They were a ceaseless revela-
tion of beauty and of peace. As the memory lingers on the
recollection of them, words seem valueless. They fill the entire
sphere of thonght, and tonch and pulsate through every nerve
that finds a correspondence in the memory or the imagination.

I still think of one of these experiences that fairly represented
many of its kind. although words seem to be a weak instrument
by means of which to counvey any suitable impression of theun,
and almost fail me in their expression. The season was that
usually described as the enjoyable time of the year. The trade
winds had set in, and the atmosphere was sweet and pleasant as
the land breeze wafted to us, in the evening, the perfume from
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ten thousand odoriferous trees and shrubs that clothed the
shapely hills and ample valleys; or the sea breeze, in the morning,
the healthful ozone from the Pacific that lay spread in illimitable
blue in front of my room door.

I lay awake at that early hour when the dawn first breaks on
the horizon. The atinosphere was so still that the surge of
the waters on the barrier reef, two miles distant, could be heard
as distinctly as if only a few feet removed ; while the light, that
exquisite shimmering thing of beauty, possible in its richest form
only ?x an absolutély still and pure atmosphere, began to creep
out of the east. The light was no describable color; it was, of
course, prismatic, but beautiful beyond any idea communicable
to the mind by the prism; as sweet to the sight as divinest
melody to the ear. It crept from out the night, and with
gilded shafts pierced and threw into fantastic shapes the banks
of clouds that fringed the horizon, and painted in gorgeous
colors the sea and sky. It spread like a soft zephyr over the
ocean, and flickered and played in increasing strength until
ocean and sky were bathed in purple and gold; and, lo, a
sound as of the voices of the blessed, sweet as the light, and melo-
dious to the ear as the gorgeous beauty that transfigured the
sky and ocean was to the eye. It seemed in vision—the sounds
rose and fell like the almost imperceptible pulsation of the tide
that rippling to the shore acted as a sub bass to the harmony.

Now in sweet solo it thrilled and awed as it vibrated in silvery
resonance on the morning air; and. again, in chorus full voiced
and sonorous, it gave added joy as it filled the atinosphere with
its jubilance: and chorus and solo hushed into awful ecstasy
the life that drank in its beauty, as it played in gentle dalliance
with the light, or died away in softest whispers as if a choir of
angels heralded the opening day. Like the light, the sounds
came from afar, and with crescendo and diminuendo floated over
the surface of the transfizured ocean, gathering volume as they
came, and lifting and carrying me on the tide of their joy untilinan
ecstasy of delight I rose to seek the source of the heavenly sounds.

Still in the distance, but travelling with speedy stroke, was a
large canoe filled with natives who paddled as they sang. One
powerful but pure and beantiful voice. led the song, and, from
its timbre enabled me to judge its possessor to be a woman, and
the one in the bow, who beat time with her paddle. Tall
apparently, and with her long hair floating in perfect abandon
about her classie form, her movement was in easv accord with
the melody.  The music, like all Aryan music. was antiphonal,—
guestion and answer,—and the light, opalescent and beantiful.
The rippling of the tide. the stroke of the paddle, and the undu-
lations of the surf made a memory that is strong enongh, even
at this writing. in quiet moments almost to reproduce that
experience when life seemed to be transfigured, and the common-
places to occupy some higher plane, and the very atmosphere to
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be saturated with the quintessence of a richer life that unfolded
itself under that hallowing influence, when a larger knowledge
seemed to have blossomed; and through a purer medium,
removed from the mists that envelope our sphere, dawned
possibilities of fruition that floated almost tangibly through the
air that morning.

Till j

And the erimaon sunfight bended ;T
And we drifted, drifted into the peace,—
Drifted into the sunlit fleece,

Tuto the depths where currents cease,
And storm and pain were ended.

‘The above is the experience of a devout Christian who was so
fortunate as to have fall into his hands a book entitled *The
Curse of Manhood,” which taught the conservation of the life
generated by the body, and set forth graphically the curse of
sensual gratification. He had lived in the regeneration until
the new life which nature provides was, like that of the virgin,
sparkling and pure, responding to all the beauties and ex-
cellencies of an earthly and heavenly existence. The failure
of the physical, under such experiences, was owing to the fact
that he had never had education in the methods of controlling,
guiding, directing, and bringing into service the new forces
that were springing within him. He, like thousands of others
in the church, was in the purity of the innocence of the babe in its
mother’s arms; but the time has arrived, as it will to all who
live the true life, when the Divine Mother will set him upon
his own feet (understanding), and his Father will say, “ My
son, go work in my vineyard to-day. Behold, the harvest is
great, and the laborers are few.” Then will he, like all of
God's obedient children, begin to realize the hardships and
pain of laborious service for a sin-cursed and most rebellious
people.  He must then learn that he can draw no more of the
sweet milk from the breast of the Divine Mother, but will have
to take the strong meat of knowledge and understanding, and
go and work as a son in his own and his Father’s vineyard,
and like the Nazarene, rejoice only in the ability to help and save
his people from their sins. Like him, become “a man of
sorrow and acquainted with grief.” But, thanks to God’s great
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wisdom, this sorrow being only of the flesh and of the physical
intellect, if he lives from the soul consciousness in the Spirit,
there will be a peace and joy within that is like a river starting
from the bubbling spring of his present experience, and grow-
ing more and more, deeper and broader, until it reaches the
shoreless ocean of the Infinite Life. God, by his angels, is
leading his precious jewels in all the churches and out of them,
including the Roman Catholic Church, and will in the near
future call out the hundred and forty and four thousand souls
. from the corrupt body of humanity, to build of them his Holy
Temple, that is to stand for “ the age of ages,” and will make
them the nuclei, the center, around which will })e gathered
“'the new heaven and new earth wherein dwelleth righteous-
ness.”

Christian brethren and sisters, pray with greater zeal
and earnestness than ever, “ Let thy kingdom come. Thy will
be done on earth, as it is (done) in heaven ;” for the time has
come for this prayer to be answered. If you are earnest in
your prayer, faithful in your life, and obedient to the guidance
of the Holy Spirit, you will more speedily be called to work
in that vineyard in a way of which you now little dream. Re-
member, dear ones, that it is the willing and obedient that eat
the good of the land. * I am your fellow servant”—[Ebp.

The hope of truth grows stronger day by day ;
I hear the soul of man around me waking;
Like a great sea, its frozen fetters breaking,
And flinging up to heaven its sunlit spray,
Tossing huge continents in scornful play,
And crushing them, with din of grinding thunder.
That makes old emptiness stare in wonder ;
And every hour new signs of promise tell,
That the great soul shall once again be free,
For high. and yet more high, the murmurs swell
Of inward strife for truth and liberty.
LoweLL.




INTERNATIONAL 8. 8, LESSONS.
THIRD QUARTER.—(Continued.)
LEessoN v.—August 4.

The report of the Spies.—Numbers xm. 17-20, 23-33.

It would appear to the casual reader that God was actually
mistaken in the fidelity of his people: but not so; for God is
never mistaken. He knows all things from the beginning and
all that is to be. But, as the object in the mind of God in
creating man was to make him a son and give him the
dominion over the earth, it was, and even is still necessary
that he should so deal with his people as to make.them
responsible for all of their own decisions and acts. In other
words, in a way that will cause thewn to think, decide, and reap
the full reward of their decisions. 1t is ouly by this means
that knowledge is grown in us.

We read in verses 1and 2 of this chapter that God instruct-
ed Moses to send out the heads of Israel, as he did, to spy out
the laud: and, of course, he knew the result; for God saw the
land and the people, and the hearts of the spies. That they
brought a truthful report of the land and of the people in it,
there is no doubt; and when they said, we are not able to take
the land because the people are strounger than we, it was true
from the external and physical side of their judgment.

Wherein the evil report came was in their doubt of God’s
ability and willingness to go with them and to be their God
as he had done, and to overcome for them all the great and
wmighty obstacles that appeared in their way. '

We have seen in past lessons that the covenant which God
made with Israel was based on his promise, sealed with his own
great name (Yahveh), that he would be their strength and
power like he had been in delivering them from the bondage in
Egypt. and in supplying all their needs, as he had done up to
that time. Even at the time of this account, the people were
being fed every morning with the manna that God was provid-
ing for them, vet they lacked confidence in his word. Now,
we all know how wounding it is to our own hearts to have one,
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to whom we have been true and kind in all things, doubt our
faithfulness and veracity. We know that we could do no more
for one who obstinately takes his own course and refuses to
believe that what we promise him will be fulfilled. Here was a
people that not only had been delivered from the mightiest
nation then known, but one great wmiracle after another had
been performed in their sight, even to the wonderful demon-
strations at the time of the giving of the law on Sinai,—so
wonderful, we are told, that the people did fear and quake
before the awful manifestation of God’s presence. Yet they
disbelieved God, and refused to obey his word and go up and
possess the land. .

Now that the time has come that (God says he will make the
new covenant with his people (Jer. XxX1.), and thut he pleads
with us as he pleaded with our “fathers in the wilderness of the
land of Egypt” (Ezekiel xx. 36), will we do worse than our
fathers; for to disbelieve God now, in this enlightened age, after
Christianity has placed us where we stand, and after we have
had so many personal experiences, would be certainly worse
than did our fathers,

To allow social position, moueyed interests, or the popular
opinion of those around us to bias us and to cause us to refuse
to obey the guidanee of the Spirit, would bring us directly under
the curse referred to in Jer. vii. 26-28.

** Yet they hearkened not unto me, nor inclined their ear, but hardened their
neck : they did worse than their fathers.

*‘ Therefore thou shalt speak all these words unto them ; but they will not
hearken unto thee: thou shalt also call unto them ; but they will not answer thee.

‘‘ But thou shalt say unto them, This is a nation that obeyeth not the voice of
the Lord their God, nor receiveth correction: truth is perished, and is cut off from
their mouth.”’

There is no one thing that has so strong a hold npon God's
people of to-day as doubt, which produces fear lest the spirit lead
them to do something that would disturb their present surround-
" ings and bring upon them the reproach of their associates. Asa
rule they are actually afraid to hear or read anything except that
which is generally accepted as true, and has been so accepted
from the time of the dark ages. But remember, you can have
no part in God’s covenant unless yvou obev his voice indeed,
regardless of everything else in the world.

If you can thus covenant with God, and promise from the
soul that you will obey his voice in all things, then will the
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Lord send the promised spirit of truth which will lead you into
all trath, and even show you things to come. In this there is
perfect safety. But if you choose your own way, as did Israel,
and either violate your covenant or refuse to make it, then will
you be left to yourself to meet the fullness of the consequence
of your own acts. Then, ask yourself the question, Can I
afford to be without God, his Spirit, and its guidance in this
time when the stormclouds are rapidly gathering over the world ?
for, remember, God says, “ Like as I pleaded with your fathers,
so will I plead with you.” The people of Israel, because of
their disbelief in God, preferring rather to trust their leaders
and teachers, who were the spies, were left to spend the re-
wainder of their days wandering in the wilderness of Sin. But
God’s purpose was not thwarted ; for their children entered in
and possessed the land.

The words of Jesus to the established church of his time
are equally applicable to you: *“Say not within yourselves, We
bave Abraham to our father; for verily I say ‘unto you, God
is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham;”
that is, children in whom his promises will be fulfilled. Now
the form has changed: Say not within yourselves, we have a
beautiful organization, that is doing so wmuch good in the world,
excellent teachers, who are well educated and zealous, and it is
enough for us to follow them. So said lIsrael in the wilderness
of Siu; and so said Israel when the Christ was among them.

But the word is “If you obey my voive indeed.” It comes
now to every individual soul: for God said by his prophet
Jeremiah (111. 14, 15) :

**Tarn, O backsliding children. saith the Lord; for I am married unto you:
and I will take you one of a city. and two of a family, and I will bring you to
Zion :

"+ And [ will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you
with knowledge and understanding.’"

You must bear in mind that these prophecies were all in
answer to the prayer of the holy prophets, * Let thy kingdom
come ;”’ and these words were especially intended for you who
live in the time when God will establish his kingdom on earth.

The Bible chronology, as it appears in the marginal reading
of our Bible, was computed by a Roman Catholic monk many
years ago; and it is evident to one who will examiune closely
the books of Exodus and of Numbers, that he made a mistake
in the dates given. According to his account, the sending out
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of .the spies was one year after the giving of the law from Sinai;
yet by reading the subjects considered from the beginning
of Numbers, it is evident that the whole book is made up of
what oocurred some time after this event and was at least three
years after the coming out of Egypt; for what transpired ip
-that time could scarcely have taken place in one or two years.

LEessoN vi.—August 11.
~ The Brazen Serpent.—Numbers xx1. 4-9.

The lesson for the day being the brazen serpent, if we write

upon the subject as upon other lessons, we would have to do as
-the author of these International Lessons has done, talk much

about other things and say very little of the text under con-
-sideration. The text itself is of such deep, occult signification,
that it would be impossible, in the space allotted to us in these
lessons to give an nnderstanding of its true meaning. And,
again, it would be like teaching Algebra to a child who is just
beginning to learn the rudiments of mathematics. The general
opinion that the brazen serpent upon the pole is a symbol of
Christ upon the cross is carrect. As a stepping stone to, or as
a foundation of an understanding of this great mystery, of this
signification, read article The Coming Messiah, page 124, Vol.
IV. Revised Esoteric.

To look at a thing is to turn ones face. toward it, which is a
manner of speech among the auncients indicating coming into
barmony with, guing toward, or the opposite. God said to the
prophet, “I will set my face aguinst that man ete.” Again
James said * Whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty.”
To look is used synonymously with an understanding of, and
obedience to. Now, the looking upon the brazen serpent was
looking toward the ultimate in the purpose of God, which was
to save maunkind, through obedience to his law, from all the con-
sequences of sin which began with the trausgression of Adam
in Eden. True it is that “no prophecy is of any private inter-
pretation.” II Peter 1. 20: but the apostle spoke of the
mystery of godliness. All things are a mystery to us until we
are capable of comprehending them; and the symbolism of the
brazen serpent must remain such until his people, through a
love of the knowledge of the truth, study and think, and so
develop sufficient mind power to grasp and utilize the deeper
mysteries of the kingdom of God.
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It seems to us a deception of the adversary, or else indolence
on the part of Christian people, that causes them to say, when
spoken to concerning a comprehension of the mysteries of the
Bible, “Oh! we understand all that is essential to salvation.
- All that was necessary for Israel to understand was to look at
the serpent, and the bite was healed.” But we ask you, is it
in harmony with God’s present dispensation that one make a
serpent of brass, place it upon a pole, so that when you feel the
pangs of sin you can turn aud look upon it with your physical
eyes? You will all unite with me in saying, “Certainly not.”
Then, why did he so heal them? Simnply because God deals
with his people according to their ability to receive and under-
stand; and we must remember that he was then dealing with a
people as low down in the scale of unfoldment, and probably
more ignorant, than the African slaves when they were freed
from their bondage in America. As they had not the oppor-
tunity to know, they were justified when they had done the best
they could; and we are justified on the same grounds.

It will be remembered that Jesus said to Israel, “If I had
not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but, now
they have no cloak (covering) for their sin.” John xv. 22.
His saying that they would have had no sin implies that they
were doing the best they could with the light they had: but
wihen he came briuging a greater light, then was their sin a
rejected opportunity *to know the truth.” The same condem-
nation rests upon all those who indolently say, * We can under-
stand enough for salvation.” All such will awaken in the
morning to find that they. like the Jews, have rejected the
salvation that was in their reach; for God said by the prophet,
“ Because thou hast rejected knowledge. I also will reject thee.”

While God was dealing with that ignorant people, Israel, it
was necessary to appeal to them through their physical senses,
exciting their wouder and admiration, and intimidating them
through fear: for their animal sensibilities were all that could
be approached. But how is it with you now, after the lapse of
8386 years of abundant and growing opportunities to know the
truth, such as no other nations have ever had; for we have
convincing proof that the Christian world are the literal
descendents of Abraham; and, in every branch of knowledge,
as well as mental and spiritual development, they are the
most advanced people of the planet. When Jesus said, “Ye
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shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free,”
he looked down through time to the period when they would
be capable of grasping the whole truth; and as none are
justified until they have done the best and all that they can,
your justification will cease on the reading of such thoughts as -
these.

But God is loving and merciful ; and all that is requisite on
your part is the desire to know his will and do it, even
though the doing leads you to go contrary to all your former
teachings and the opinions of your present teachers. If you,
like Israel, follow your leaders, as in her case they spied out the
land and brought in a report contrary to the will of God, so
you may find that with you they are doing the same. Follow
your leaders as long as they lead in harmony with the guidance
of the Spirt of God to your own soul; but follow the guidance
of the Spirit, even though it leads you, as it did Abraham
away from your native land, from your former religion and
teachers, and from every thing that you have before accounted
sacred and dear. Faith in God and obedience to the guidance
of the Spirit were * accounted to him for righteonsness;” and so
it will be with you.

LEessoN vii.—August 18.
The New Home in C —Deut y vi. 3-15.

This lesson breathes a spirit of the most profound Christian
zeal. It really pictures the requirements of all those who have
entered into that everlasting covenant and wish to enjoy all its
benefits. It is, in fact, the embodiment of the spirit and power
of the entire covenant that God made with Israel, called the
commandments: for if one trust in God absolutely for all things
that are desirable, he must keep it ever in his mind, and live in
it in his thought, feeling, desires, intelligence. and understand.
ing. As the Psalmist said:

** His delight is in the law of Yahveh; and in his law doth he meditate day and

ight.
ms'Aud he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water. that bringeth forth
his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither: and whatsoever he doeth
shall prosper.” Psalms 1, 2, 3.

How many members of the Christian Church have found
these words verified to them? I fear, very few.

How many times we have been told that it is impossible to
do business in the world to-day and be strictly honest and
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truthful. What a commentary on man’s faith in God! Isaiah
(xxvL 3) says: _

** Thou wilt keap him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on thee: because he
trusteth in thee.”

The reason is here given for being kept in perfeot peace;
namely, * because he trusteth in thee.” In other words, he has
made the covenant with God in earnest; he is not trusting in
gold or silver, or the work of his own hands, in friends or
position. He has no other God (power) but Yahveh, the God
of the universe. And one who had thus entered into covenant,
faithfully keeping it, always following the voice of the Spirit,
will enjoy the fullness of all that God has promised to his Israel.

In talking with the most devout Christians of the present
day, one might reasonably feel that faith has departed from the
earth; for where are they who wholly trust in God in every-
thing, and believe (God’s word sufficiently to follow the guidance
of his Spirit regardless of every other consideration on earth or
among men. We do sometimes hear expressions of that con-
fiding faith; but it seems to be exclusively among those who,
through disobedience, have been brought to where they.have
nothing but that left. Under such circumstances, even though
the trust be genuine, it seems as though there is little merit.
The people do not realize how fully they are trusting in the
gods of gold and silver. The words, * Hear, O Israel; Yahveh,
our God. is one Yahveh,” bars out all trust or counfidence in
any thing or any one else in the world.

If the Christian would take under consideration the
thoughts expressed by the devout Israelite, who writes these
words either upon the door or upon a parchment and fastens
it upon the door post, and devoutly touches them with his hand
as he passes out to the struggle for life, and prays the Lord
to preserve his going out and his coming in, would it not
place himn in a mental condition expressive to his consciousness
of devout trust? Now, it is our duty as Christians to believe
every one to be true and genuine until we know them to be the
opposite, therefore we mnst give the people of Judah, as we
now call them, credit for commending to God’s hands their life,
hopes, and business interests as they go out to attend to their
secular affairs. And 'may it not be possible that this is the
reason of Judah’s success and prosperity in the line of her
desires, which are so much beyond that of all other people?
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This implies, at least, that she takes Yahveh as her God.
Let Christian men and women try this perfect consecration,
bumbly committing to God’s care and guidance all their
interests in every direction. At the same time using all the
abilities that they possess in pursuit of their desired ends,—
God does nothing for us that we can do for ourselves,—and
we think they will find the truth of the Psalmists words,
“Whatsoever he doeth skall prosper.” This condition of
mind would establish the kingdom of God on earth: for it is
readily seen that by this attitude you commit all to the
guidance of the mind of Ged. Work diligently with mind
and body as a faithful servant, doing the best you know and
leaving the result to God, You see this condition would be
one wherein the Spirit of God could guide and govern every
act: Thus his will might be done on earth as it is done in
heaven, if Christians would only believe God and keep his
‘covenant.
" It is a sad thing to hear expressious from ministers and
teachers which lead to a weakening of men’s confidence in God.
They say that it is not good to be too zealous, and we have
actually heard them say that God does not interfere—that is,
have any thing to do—with the business affairs of life, thus
leading his people away from his covenant. And does it not
cause them to actually work against the very things for which
they are taught to pray; namely, * Let thy kingdom come, and
thy will be done on earth.” No: there is no half way living a
Christian life. Men and women need not so expect the great
salvation for which they hope: for God’s words in his covenant
are very emphatic and unmistakable, that he will have all or
nothing. He says in the very first utterance of his requirement
from you, Thou shall have no other God or power in which to
trust but me.

But many say, “Oh! that relates to spiritual things.”
Examine the Scriptures from the history of this covenant
throughout the prophecies, and even the words of Jesus; for

he united with all when he said:

“Truly I say unto you There is no man that hath left houses, or parents, or
brethren, or wife, or children, for the kingdom of God's sake,

** Who shall not receive manifold more in this present time. and in the world to
come life everlasting.’’ Luke xvuu. 29, 30.

Now, if you have been led to believe by those who assume
to teach you that all these promises and the covenant of the Old
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Testament Scriptures passed away with the nationality of Israel,
then we ask, Will you believe what Jesus said in the verses
above quoted? If you cannot believe that with all your heart
and all your mind,, then do you believe in the Lord Jesus
Christ, and do you expeet salvation?

‘Oh how many disappointed souls there will be when they
awaken in the morning of the resurrection! We fear the
numbers will be much greater than is generally believed who
will say in that day, “Lord have we not prophesied in thy
name, and in thy name done many wonderful works.” But he
will say unto them, Depart from me, ye workers of iniquity,
for I never knew you. And will he not also say to them,
as did God by the prophets, you have trusted in the gods of
gold and silver, in houses and lands, and the approval of your
fellow man: go to them let them save you; for I have never
known you.

Truly it is agreat thing to be a Christian. It means to
be like Christ, who said in that memorable prayer to his Father,
I do always the things that please thee. We have seen
the devotion of the Israelite, how he commits all his interests
into the keeping of God as he goes out and comes in. Read
carefully the devotion that is expressed in the text of this
lesson, and ask yourself, Am I as devout as the requirements’
of this lesson imply? And then listen to the words of the
Nazarene upon this subject. He says of the seribes and the
Pharisees:

**1f I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now
they have no eloak for their sin.”’ John xv. 22.
. This emphatically implies that some of them, at least, were
keeping this covenant wholly in the letter. Are you doing
that well? Listen again to the words of your master:

** For [ say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteous-

ness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter the kingdom of heaven.’
Matt. v. 20.

LEessoN vii.—August 25.
Crossing the Jordan.—Joshua 1. 5-17.

The crossing of Jordan we accept, in common with all Chris-
tians, as a symbol of the passing from death unto life. All the
teachings of Christ were doctrines of life, as were also those of
the apostles; and the center of all Christian doctrine is *‘as
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in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.”
The only point of inquiry in this matter is as to how they died
in Adam, if that is a question; and we do not see how it can be
one to an intelligent, thinking man or woman who reads Genesis
ur 17-19. God says emphatically in verse 19, “In the sweat
of thy face thou shalt eat bread. till thou return unto the
ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and
unto dust thou shalt return.” Now, how one can call this sym-
bolic language is a mystery. It seems very real to us, at least
when we realize the struggle to obtain bread to eat; and it also
seems very literal when the body of a dear friend is committed
to the dust, and we hear the minister say over the coffin, “ Dust
to dust, and ashes to ashes™ as he sprinkles dust upon the lid.

If *““natural,” or physical death came by Adam. then through
Christ comes natural, or physical life. The sin of Adam was
the transgression of the law of God. The ark which the priests
carried into. the Jordan contained God’s law, which was un-
broken within it; and when the priests, the ministers of God,
bare in their own body (life and character) the unbroken law
of God, even the waters of death will roll back before them,
and they will enter the land of Canaan, their promised inheri-
tance, without those waters overflowing them: that is, without
-the dust of the physical body returning to its dust. To all such
will be fulfilled the words of the Psalmist (xvi. 10, 11):

** For thou will not leave my soul in hell ; neither wilt thou suffer thine holy one
to see corruption.

** Theu wilt show me the path of life.’

. This ark was a symbol of the perfected man, in whom the
words of God by Jeremiah (xxx1. 31) will be fulfilled:

** Behold, behold, the days come. saith Yahveh. that 1 will make » new eovenant
with the howse of Israel ; *°

And, as we have seen in a former lesson. this new covenant
s simply the old one put into our inward parts and written
upon our hearts (love, affection). ,

But the law of God was not all that was in this ark; for in
it was Aaron’s rod that budded, in token or designation of God’s
chosen leader or king over Israel. It must be remembered that
that rod. whilst it was the insignia of government, and also of
his choice of Joshua as leader or king, was not carried by
Joshua in his hand, nor did he keep it in his own posses-
sion, but in obedience to the word of God, he placed it in the
ark as a symbol that it did not belong to him in perpetual
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right, but to him in whose heart that law eventually would be
written.

There was also in the ark a pot containing manna, the bread
that God had rained from heaven to feed his Israel.. Jesns

said concerning that bread (John vI..82, 33):

** Verily, verily, I say unto you. Moses gave you not that bread from heaven ; my
Father giveth you the true bread from heaven.

*‘ For the bread of God is he that cometh down from heaven, and giveth life to
the world.” '

Herein we find unquestionably epitomized the entirety -of

Christanity, and that which will ultimate in the words of his

angel to his servant John:
**And hast made us unto our God kings and priests; and we shall reign on the
earth.”” Rev. v. 10.

For in connection with his holy covenant are the fruits of
the tree of life that was in Eden and the rod of kingly domin-
ion; and wherever and whenever the principles embodied in the
symbolism of the contents of that ark are embodied in an indi-
vidual life, death will have no more power over him; for as
its dark waters touch the soles of his feet, they will roll back as

if affrighted at his presence. As Paul said of our Lord Jesus:

‘* Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also him-
self likewise took part of the same ; that through death he might destroy him that
had the power of death, that is, the devil.”” Heb. n. 14,

Surely if we follow our prototype, then will we be enabled to
exclaim with the apostle, *() death, where is thy sting? O
grave, where is thy victory? ™ Not, as is ordinarily believed,
after death has done its worst by killing the body,—as it has
done with all men until the present time,—we. the living soul,
may soar away to the paradise of God; for all that death has
ever done is to return the dust to its dust again. God, in this
act of rolling back the waters of the Jordan, demonstrated to
even the physical senses of his people that he would indeed
keep his part of the covenant and be their (vod, power.

A misconception of the position of (fod’s ministers toward
his people might arise from the statement of the author of these
lessons that **ministers and teachers are to lead, not follow.”
That doctrine has kept the people in ignorance of the true spirit
and teachings of God up to the present time. In verse 3 of the
text of this lesson it is said, ** When ye see the ark of the
covenant of Yahveh your God, and the priests and I.evites
bearing it, then ye shall remove from your place and go after
it.”  Go after it, not the priests. Follow the law of (God wher-
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ever it leads; and if the priests lead in righteonsness in view of
that law, then follow them in so far as they are more perfect
than you; but bear in mind that it is the law of God that must
lead, not man. Joshua made a special point of this by com-
mand of God in verse 11: “Behold, the ark of the covenant of
the Lord of all the earth passeth over before you into Jordan.”
He does not even mention the priests in this connection; there-
fore it is clear that the emphasis is upon the following of, and
obedience to God’s law, and no man or class of men. The
prophet said, “Cursed is the man that trusteth in man or
maketh flesh his arm.”

Before the time that education became general. it was necessary
to have priests and scribes who could read and write the law,
and teach it to the people; but we have now come to a time
in which the people can not only read and write, but have
access to history, books of reference, so that they have the
opportunity of knowing the law perfectly for themselves, there-
fore the responsibility of knowing the truth rests upon them.
If they follow any one blindly and go astray, they only must
pay the penalty. We repeat, because of its great necessity, that
the time has come that every individual should make that
covenant with God personally, and consecrate himself without
reserve to him, following the guidance of the Spirit in all
things. But the Spirit of God will not guide you unless you
have taken a position to follow that guidance, all men to the
contrary.

How many there are in the churches who have virtually
made this covenant, and have had revelations from the Spirit
of Truth which contradicted some of the theories commonly
held by their teachers and leaders: and because the truths given
them were not commonly accepted, they have feared to believe
thus they have chosen to follow man rather than God. There
is an actual fear on the part of the people to follow the
guidance of the Spivit. The Apostle said, *“ As many as are led
by the Spirit of God they are the sons of God:” and may we
not reasonably say, and none others. We have a loving, faith-
ful Father, who will lead us into all truth, if we will but
obediently follow. May the spirit of Truth illuminate your
intellect and lead you into the way of perfect righteousness.

[To be continued.]
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THE POWER OF THOUGHT.
By ANNA VaN DEr ZeE Lk, Pp. M.

The words which form, as it were, the text of this discourse,
met my eye in a paper, which was handed me in the street not
long since. “The evil we most abhor generally espies us afar
off, chases us tirelessly, crouches at our feet, grimacing
trinmphantly at our impotence to escape its loathsome clutches.”

That this is so, is, I anticipate, but another demonstration of a
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