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TO

WILLIAM ALLEN, ESQ.,
Secuetury of the Wictorix Fodge, Yo. IV.

My Drar BROTHER ALLEN,

In compliance with the request of our Brethren, I send you
the manuscript of my Address to them. Were I to consult only my
own wishes—]I may say my own vanity—I would rather suppress it,
for it was not intended for publicity beyond the limits in which my
delegated authority is exercised. I had hoped, indeed, that it might
be useful within the circle of our metropolitan Lodges: my Brethren
think it may be so throughout a wider extent, and it is not for me to
question their judgment. I think their kindness, often experienced and
ever gratefully remembered by me, has induced them to overrate this
production; but I am confident that neither they nor I need feel ashamed
of the sentiments it expresses. It is to be hoped that whoever thinks it
worth attention will remember, that I am neither the champion nor the
apologist of our Society; and that my opinion of its merits is the less
liable to the imputation of partiality that I do not attempt to conceal
or palliate the defects it is our common object to correct.

Believe me, my dear Allen,
Most sincerely yours,
J. F. TOWNSEND.
16th January, 1857.






@The Bnty of the Waster

_ THE GOVERNMENT OF A MASONIC LODGE.

————

BRETHREN—AS this is the period of the year when the newly-
elected officers of our several Lodges enter npon their official
duties, this present meeting of your Lodge of Instruction appears
to me to present a fitting occasion to offer to my less experienced
brethren some observations on the nature of the duties of a
Master in the government of his Lodge ; and as the consideration
of his duties will necessarily involve that of his rights, which are,
correlatively, the duties of the Craft, I think the subject will be
found interesting to us all. I do not intend to comment upon
the charges which are contained in the Book of Constitutions, and
which are read to every Master at his installation : they are plain
and precise, and require no elucidation : I mean rather to direct
attention to those parts of the Master's duty with which the
Constitutions presume that he is acquainted.

I have been induced to make this attempt at reviving the long-
disused practice of giving Masonic Lectures, because I consider
that a lecture is the easiest way by which those who desire infoi-
mation, but have not leisure for research, can obtain the benefit
of the researches of others. An ordinary Lodge meeting would
not be a fitting place for the experiment ; Masonic disquisitions
would be inexpressibly tedions to those who find the chief
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charms of Masonry in its sociality ; but as we are all met here
for the express purpose of receiving and imparting information,
I am induced to address you; though I do so rather with the
hope of offering an example to others more competent, than with
that of saying anything peculiarly novel, entertaining, or instruc-
tive.  Your fraternal kindness will, I am sure, make due allow-
ance for the imperfection of attempts made in the short intervals
of professional duties, which afford little time for the study neces-
sary to collect materials for an address, or for the more difficult
task of condensing and arranging them when collected.

It has often occurred to me that the nature of the engage-
ments, both expressed and implied, which are emtered into by
the Master of a Lodge, is, in general, but indifferently under-
stood or appreciated. It is reasonable to presume that any man
of ordinary understanding who has gone through the subordinate
offices will, by the time he reaches the chair, be able to perform
his part in the ceremonies of the Lodge with accaracy and pro-
priety. If not, he must be a cipher—* if he can do nothing, but
say nothing, he shall be nothing here.” But we have a right to
expect more than the getting by rote a few phrases. The
Master should possess, and should be able to impart, some know-
ledge of the meaning and origin of our ceremonies, which, unless
explained, may seem frivolous or tedious formalities. They are,
it is true, calculated to awaken rational curiosity, and are fraught
with meaning : Masonry still bearing the impress of its Asiatic
origin, teaches its moral precepts by symbolical actions. But ex-
planation is needed to convey that meaning, and “THE MASTER”
is not only supposed to be a master of men, but a master of work.
The vulgar and illiterate may stand amazed at what they cannot
comprehend—but Masonry is not confined to the vulgar and
illiterate ; men of high intellectual acquirements are daily joining
our Society, anxious not merely to share in its benefits, but to be
instructed in the boasted philosophy which is ¢ veiled in its
allegories, and illustrated by its symbols.” Why, then, should
we tolerate that ignorance which is the result of mere apathy?
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Surely it is worth while to know somewhat of a subject which
engages the attention of so many estimable and intelligent persons.
And the means of that knowledge are in our reach. Masonry
has now broken through the restraint which the timid jealousy
of our predecessors had imposed upon it. Weshave shared in
the irresistible progress of the age, and we now have Masonic
treatises, magazines and journals, all devoted to the explanation
of Masonic history, antiquities, and principles. We attract more
attention than heretofore, as appears not only by the multiplicity
of our authorized publications, but by the host of spurious and
despicable rituals and pretended exposures, which feed the cre-
dulity of the vulgar. Here, in this city, our friends of -the
Victoria Lodge have entitled themselves to our lasting gratitude
by reviving this Lodge of Instrnction, where all who pleass may
become practically conversant with Masonic rites and ceremonies,
And, perhaps, we may look forward, at no distant period, to a
regular system of lectures on different subjects connected with
Masonry, by which the influences of literature, science, and taste,
may be brought to aid in the diffusion of rational and intellectual
improvement amongst us, and that in the easiest and pleasantest
manner possible. Such, at least, is my hope. My ambition is
to point out thus to others the way in which I do not pretend to
follow.

To become Master of his Lodge is the legitimate object of
every young brother who tukes any interest in our Society. The
very questionable policy of our present regulations seems to be,
to open to each, in succession, the way to the Mastership—almost,
if not altogether, as a matter of course. Now, my younger
brethren may rest assured, that although, in deference to an
usage which it is, perhaps, too late to abolish, we may place a
careless or ignorant Mason in the chair, invest him with the
badge of authority, and address him with the external forms of
respect, we cannot command for him the deference and considera-
tion which will be sure to follow the enlightened and expert. He
will be like the figure-head of a ship—placed foremost and gaudily
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decorated, but, after all, it is a mere effigy, not contributing in
the least to the management of the vessel. In small as in great
things, knowledge is power—intellectual superiority is real pre-
eminence.

An ignorant Master may, however, find some charitable friend
to prompt him—some expert craftsman to explain for him what
he conld not explain for himself. All that is but little creditable
to the Master’s ability, and cannot, one would think, be gratify-
ing to his good opinion of himself, yet it is not necessarily inju-
rious to the Order. But what shall we say of those who regard
the office of Master of a Lodge as no more and no less than the
presidency of a convivial club, which is to have no other effect
upon our conduct in life, than as it may enable us to pass a
pleasant evening occasionally in sociable company ? This is not
80 uncommon & case. The prevalence of this notion of Masonry
(especially among the higher classes of society) has paralyzed its
powers of doing good, consigned the Imstitution to ridicule and
contempt in the eyes of many whose good opinion we would
justly prize—and made it, at best, the faint and empty image of
what it ought to be, and might be, if well understood and
thoroughly practised. We are often taunted with making too
mauch of Masonry, but the truth is, we greatly underrate both its
objects and capabilities, and are, therefore, too ready to admit
men amongst us whom we can hardly expect to bestow a single
thought upon Masonry. The avowed enemies of Masonry have
striven hard—but in vain—to injure it. Our worst foes have
been those of our own household, who have tarnished the bright-
ness of Masonic purity, and lowered the standard of Masonic
excellence. Let us hope, however, that juster notions are be-
ginning to prevail ; as they do, the office of Master will cease
to be a mere name, and will resume its ancient utility and
importance.

The Master’s rights do not take effect until his installation.
Once installed, his authority becomes absolute in his own Lodge,
although due checks are provided by the Constitution of the Order




against the arbitrary exercise of it. It is presumed that his
brethren have elected one in whom they may confide, and that
his conduct will be neither capricious nor tyranmical; therefore,
by the immemorial Masonic law, obedience is his right, and he
maust be obeyed accordingly. By electing him his brethren have
given him, so far as they are concerned, an indefeasible right to
preside in the Lodge during his term of office; therefore, they
cannot remove, suspend, or censure him, nor vote him from the
chair, nor prevent him from taking it. They cannot compel him
to open, close, or adjourn the Lodge. He does all this at his
own pleasure, as our ancient forms at opening and closing suffi-
ciently prove ; and here let me remark how practically useful are
those ancient forms which we frequently hear hurried over as too
familiar. Every Master should insist on their being strictly ob-
served and accurately repeated in his Lodge, without abridge-
ment or alteration. They remind each officer of his duty, and
all of the due subordination which so peculiarly distinguishes the
Society.

There are certain matters which the Master must decide on his
own responsibility, and on which he should not put any question
to the Lodge—namely, all points of order, ceremonial, Masonic
law, and discipline, in which I include the arrangement of Lodge
business. These he must determine according to his own con-
scientious notions of what is right, no matter how urgently he
may be pressed to the contrary: if he does mot, he is unworthy
of his place. And his decision on such questions should be at
once and cheerfully submitted to. There must be no altercation,
protesting, disputing, or remonstrating, between the Master and
the Craftsmen. Even the ordinary marks of approbation or
disapprobation, are unmasonic and irregular. As in a court of
justice the opinion of the judge, though not always assented to as
correct, is, invariably, treated with deference, and presumed to
be right until it has been set right by superior authority, so it
should be with the decisions of a Master in his Lodge. -And it is
for the common benefit of us all to uphold this authority un-

B
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impaired ; because the temporary inconvenience which may result
from an error of the Master’s judgment, or even from an occasional
abuse of his powers, is of far less moment than the preservation
of the harmony and order, which it is one of our chief ends to
attain—which our lectures illustrate when they point to the
glories of the firmament; to the amazing structure of sun and
planet, system and cluster, sweeping along in deep and solemn
silence, without speech or language ; where neither obstacle, nor
" cessation, nor failure of design occurs in all the astounding plan.

But the Master is always amenable to the Grand Lodge, and
any well-grounded complaint against him may be preferred there.
Then, indeed, it becomes kis duty to submit, with ready and
cordial acquiescence, to the ultimate decision of the supreme
Masonic power.

Some inexperienced brethren may think that no difficulty can
ever arise in the decision of any Masonic questions, because
they have never seen any such difficulty in our Society. It is
true that mutual forbearance is so much inculcated, and good
foeling so widely prevails amongst us, that in the hands of a
judicious ruler, all goes on with easy and undeviating regu-
larity. But I can assure them, that in a well-regulated Lodge
there is & very ample scope for the exercise of intellect; and
that the Master will soon find that he requires even more than
a knowledge of Masonic laws and usages, to acquit himself
creditably of his responsibility. He should know his own limits,
80 a8 not to encroach upon the rights of his brethren, of which,
I candidly warn every young Master, he will find us not a little
jealous, If he falls short of his own bounds, or oversteps them,
he will find clear heads and keen tongues to remind him-—re-
spectfully, but unmistakably—of the fact. The Lodge will soon
feel what sort of hand holds the helm ; and, as they are bound to
acquiesce in his opinion, as their Master, he must show equal
deference to theirs, when the question is one to be settled by
their votes. He may speak, and he may vote in the deliberations
of the Lodge, but he must not let his conduct become Liable to
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the imputation of partiality ; for he is still entrusted with the
duty of taking the result of a division, or of a ballot, and though
a division or ballot often takes place on questions of no great
moment, yet, we know it sometimes happens that the credit and
character of individuals are vitally affected by the determination
of a Lodge. Also the peace and harmony, as well as the dignity
of his Lodge, are, to a great extent, in his keeping. Words may
be spoken in the heat of debate which may provoke angry recri-
mination, even in the very temple of Concord and Peace, and
create jealousy and temporary disunion even between close and
sincere friends. The Master should be ever ready to heal dissen-
gion, and prevent the spread of disunion ; and (which is no less
important) he must be ever on the watch to check debate before
it becomes strife, and to preserve, even in argument, the tone of
deliberation ; which he can always do, provided he never for &
moment loses sight of his own position, or forgets the calmness
of temper essential to command. It may be tried, occasionally ;
for there will be sometimes silly, and meddling, and impracticable
people in a Lodge as in every other society : men like to display
themselves, even in a narrow sphere, and to take a lead, even in
the wrong direction ; still, even petulance and folly in 8 member
of the Lodge will not justify arbitrary conduct or insolence in the
Master, whose real power consists only in the support of his
brethren—support which he may be sure of obtaining while his
motives are honourable, and his demeanour dignified and proper.
Firmness and decision are perfectly compatible with good temper
and courtesy. Most of us have seen an instance of this in the
conduct of our Grand Master, whose amiable temper and con-
ciliating manners place the most diffident at their ease, while his
integrity of purpose commands the respect of us all ; consequently,
he is no less beloved than honoured amongst us, and Irish
Masons hail with honest pride and complacency the name of the
Duke of Leinster.

One of the ancient privileges of the Masters of Lodges, which
in modern times has nearly been transferred from them to the



12

Secretaries, is the right to summon  meetings of emergency.” I
think we have fallen too much into the habit of holding these
special meetings for trifling occasions, or merely to suit the con-
venience of an individual. Those who regularly attend them are
usually the best and most conscientious of the Order : the  dining
Masons” are seldom found at a Lodge of Emergency. It is unfair to
call men from their occupations and pursuits without good reason ;
and the goodness of the reason must be left to the Master’s deci-
gion ; certainly the Secretary has no right to convoke the Lodge
on emergency at his own pleasure. But as the Master, as well
as all the members, is bound by the By-laws, which always pro-
vide for the regular meetings, the Secretary need not obtain his
permission to issue summonses for them. And I think that if
the Master were to die, or be expelled, the Wardens might con-
voke the Lodge, since there would then be no Master, and they,
a8 well as he, are intrusted with the government of it.

This three-fold system of government, which probably is coeval
with the Order itself, is one of the proofs relied on by some learned
men as establishing its great antiquity. I suppose it is known
to all here that among the ancient nations of the world there were
certain “ Mysteries,” that is, rites and doctrines connected with
their religious worship, which, being kept secret from the mass
of the community, and commaunicated only to a chosen few, were
regarded with great veneration. Any profanation or disclosure
of them was visited with universal abhorrence and with the
severest punishment. Dr. Oliver, the great expositor of Masonic
antiquities, informs us of the singular fact that, in the mysteries
of Persia, India, and Greece, as likewise in those of the Celtic
tribes of Britain, there were three principal officers, one of whom
was of supreme authority, and personated the rising sun. The
rites were generally of a funereal character, in which the violent
death and subsequent restoration to life of some celebrated per-
sonage were represented ; but the ceremonies were as various as
the deities in whose honor they were celebrated. The mysteries
were probably intended, originally, to teach the great doctrine of
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the unity of God,* and to commemorate some traditions handed
down from patriarchal timest—traditions frequently connected
with the deluge and the original peopling of the earth;{ but
whatever was their original intention, they became overlaid
with gross and sensual idolatry, and rather fostered than over-
threw the vulgar paganism they were, it is thought, intended
to expose. The early Christian writers speak of the mysteries in
terms of great abhorrence. These impurities were at length
banisked from the Roman world by the glorious light of the
Gospel of Christ. They gradually fell into disrepute, and were
prostituted for money to the lowest rabble. They were pro-
hibited, with all the ether rites of pagan superstition, by an
edict—his last—of the Emperor Theodosius, A.n. 890,§ which
was enforced by his successors with great severity, and inflicted,
says Gibbon, a deadly wound on all the superstitions of the
pagans, although it was some time before they were totally sup-
pressed.

The traces of resemblance between the mysteries and modern
Freemasonry could not fail to attract the attention of Masons.
Dr. Oliver, and those who adopt his views, contend that a secret
system of Masonry—that is, of the knowledge and worship of the
true God, united to the practice of strict and pure morality—
was known in the. earliest ages of the world, and was the original
institution from which all the mysteries were derived,| diversified
only by local and political circumstances. But a scarcely less
eminent Masonic authority, Dr. Albert G. Mackay, of Charles-
ton, U.S., whose ¢ Lexicon of Freemasonry” is so valuable an

* Bishop Warburton’s ‘ Divine Legation,” &c., book ii. chap. 4; Dr.
Oliver's “ Star in the East,” &c.

t Leland’s “ Advantage and Necessity of the Christian Revelation,” vol. i.
part i. ch. 9; Rees’s Cyclop., art. * Mystery.”

$ See Dr. Oliver’s curious work on * Initiation.”

§ Gibbon’s * Decline and Fall,” chap. xxviii; Lawrie’s ¢ History of
Masonry,” 23.

|| Oliver’s * Signs and Symbols,” lect. i.
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. acquisition to Masonic literature, while he admits that the instrac-
tion conveyed in the mysteries was an impure emanation from
patriarchal theology, thinks that the connexion between them
and Freemasonry, as we now understand the term, commenced
at the building of the Temple. The Dionysiac artificers, an
association connected with the Dionysian mysteries, which pre-
vailed in Greece, Asia Minor, and Syria, had devoted themselves
to architectural pursuits, and were established as a community of
temple-builders about one thousand years before the Christian
era. They had their peculiar signs and tokens—used masonic
implements in their ceremonies, and were bound to relieve each
other's wants.* Dr. Mackay thinks that Hiram the Builder,
who was sent by the king of Tyre to Solomon to aid in the
works of the Temple, was initiated by them, and that Hiram
imparted the secrets and privileges of the society to the Jews,
who, after the completion of the Temple, perpetuated the asso-
ciations formed by him through the sects of the Kassideans and
Essenes.

Without pretending to decide this question, I cannot help
thinking, with reference to Dr. Oliver’s theory, that all the
terms and legends of Masonry point plainly to a Jewish origin,
and have reference to the favorite object of that people—the
construction or the restoration of the Temple. With the most
unfeigned respect for any opinion of Dr. Mackay, it seems diffi-
cult to suppose that a system so pure as Masonry should come of
a stock so0 vile as the abominable and polluted Syrian mysteries.
Moreover, the language of modern Masonry is manifestly derived
(as are its oldest constitutions) from some association of actual,
operative builders, which, so far as I can discover, the Essenes do
not clearly appear to have been, though Scaliger contends, as Dr.
Mackay and Lawrie tell us, that they sprung from the Kassideans,
a pious fraternity, who devoted themselves particularly to repair-
ing the Temple. The Essenes were a sect which for many cen-

* Lawrie's Hist., p. 29, where many authorities are quoted.
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turies existed in Judea. The account given us of them by Jose-
phus and Philo of Alexandria—both Jewish writers—presents
many features resembling those of our own Society. They did
not admit women to their community. They did not concern
themselves with religious disputes or political factions. They
consisted of two classes, one of which devoted themselves to a
life of contemplation, the other to some handicraft, but they were
all, theoretically, on a level, and had their goods in common.
They were distinguished by a peculiar white garment given them
on their adoption into the society, to which none were admitted
but after taking two probationary steps, and being solemnly
sworn not to reveal the secrets of the sect. Taylor, the editor
of Calmet’s Dictionary of the Bible, gives many reasons for think-
ing that John the Baptist belonged to the Essenian sect; and it
is supposed that the early Christians borrowed from them many
of their opinions and customs. It is by mo means improbable
that the doctrinal part of Masonry was derived from them in the
early ages of Christianity ; but still I think it a matter of mere
conjecture, althongh Masonic writers of great eminence treat it
as indubitable. Practically, the enquiry may not be worth pur-
suing ; but it is certainly highly interesting to trace thus, in our
modern forms and legends, relics of ancient associations of a similar
nature to our own, as the geologist finds in the rock the imbedded
fragments, tokens there preserved of prior formations and exis
tences, long since and for ever passed away. Thus, after the lapse
of ages, some remains of primeval rites are found in our ceremo-~
nies : still, as of old, the Master sits enthroned in the East, typify-
ing the Light of Truth irradiating the darkness of ignorance and
superstition :—still his commands are formally re-echoed by his
Wardens, and still his duties and privileges are proclaimed at
each meeting of our assemblies, in the hearing of all his brethren.
As it is not only the Master’s privilege, but also his duty to
rule the Lodge, none are permitted to enter it as visitors but by
his permission, since he is responsible for the conduct of the
assembly. At the very last communication of the United Grand
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Lodge of England, this subject was discussed, and the resolution
unanimously passed, was—* That it is the opinion of this Grand
Lodge, that it is in the power of the W.M. and Wardens of
any private Lodge, to refuse admission to any visitor of known
bad character.” Bat, irrespectively of character, whoever claims
to be present at a Masonic meeting must, if a Mason, be per-
fectly well aware that he is bound to satisfy the Master and
brethren as to his gualifications. The investigation into them
cannot be too strict, and it should never be entrusted but to a
sagacious as well as competent examiner. The Master has a
right to demand all the evidences of a visitor's right to admis-
sion—the production of his certificate—the proof of his being
what he asserts himself to be, and any other test that he can
devise. I can speak confidently on this head, as the decision of
our own Grand Lodge has recently settled the question, that the
admission of a visitor is not a matter of right. It is, of course,
disagreeable to reject any one professing to be a brother ; but it
is better (as Dr. Mackay well observes) that many true Masons
should go away disappointed from our doors, than that one
unauthorized person should gain admittance there.

It is hardly necessary, I hope, to remind any one, however
inexperienced, that the Master is as much Master during the
entertainments of the Lodge as at any other time; and is
bound accordingly to check any irregularity, and to prevent any
abuse. For this reasom, I think, it is advisable that our
entertainments should take place *“in Lodge,” as it is called ;
for the Master can thus exercise a salutary restraint over
the meeting ; and the closing of the Lodge (which should always
take place at an early hour) is a signal for the members
to retire. One of the charges, to the observance of which each
Master solemnly pledges himself at his installation, is to guard
against all manner of intemperance and excess. Now, of all
the charges brought against Masonry by its opponents, none is

* Freemason’s Magazine, January, 1857.




17

more frequently made than that of its leading to intemperance.
That the charge has been too often made justly, I do not pretend
to deny: Iam not here to flatter, but to teach; I do not attempt
to excuse what it would be my grave duty to reprove and re-
form. Yet, in justice to my brethren, I must say that I have no
reagon to think our Lodges in this city are degraded by that
vice. I certainly have not seen, during my experience as Deputy
Grand Master, any instance of such misconduct. Yet I know
that some cases have occurred where individuals have bronght
discredit on the Masonic order, by indulging, at our social meet~
ings, propensities which they certainly never acquired from our
precepts, nor from the example of those we most look up to and
respect. The world will not, however, draw these nice excul-
patory distinctions : it will judge of us, not by the conduct of the
many, who retire from the Lodge festival, as from a private
party, early, and after temperate and harmless enjoyment, but by
that of the few, who, in defiance of our principles and in spite
of our example, will remain at table after the Lodge has closed,
and the meeting lost its Masonic character. This is an evil, and
one which we cannot always prevent. We cannot turn men’s
hearts—we may advise, and we may act upon our own prin-
ciples—but advice is not like medicine, which will produce an
effect whether taken voluntarily or forced down a man’s throat.
We may point to the Sacred Law, that Great Light which should
be the guide of the Mason’s path in life, and remind our brethren
of its precepts ; but, surely, we cannot expect that Masonry will
effect what Christianity has not been able yet to accomplish. People
say—why do you suffer such persons to disgrace your Society 7-—
why do you not rather expel them? Simply because we cannot set
up an inquisition to punish men because they want common sense
or common prudence, or because we cannot get them to adopt
our views of propriety. If Masons will insist on introducing
amongst us persons who see no good in our Society but its
occasions for eating and drinking, and if they go on thus to make




onr Lodges, instesd of schools of temperance and prudence, mere
congregations of sots, and if they thus pervert Masoary to an evil
and mischievous end—of course every maz of semse will langh i
their faces st their cant of fraternity, bemevolence, and morslity,
and will ssswer their vindications with the unasssilable facts of
reputation. If we could convict any Lodge of being such a hot-
bed of vico and dissipation, our first duty would be to withdraw
its warrant and renounce all intercourse with its members ; and all
who sare conversant with the business of the Grand Lodge must Like-
wise know, that soy well-founded complaint of individnal miscon-
duet is invariably punished with the only penalties in our power to
inflict—suspension from the benefits of the Society, or even total

expulsion from it. But though the world often unjustly imputes
to Masoury the fanlts of individual Masons, for that very reason
let each Master—each Mason be vigilant. Let each sweep befare
his own door—the street will soon be clean. Excess, in even
sllowsble things, is transgression. ‘ Moderation,” says the ex-
cellent Bishop Hall, “is the silken thread running through the
peari-chain of all virtues.”

We have seen that the brethren must, in all lawfal things,
obey their Master. He, on his part, should have no object but
the advantage, welfare, and comfort of his brethren. We may
teach bim our forms, explain to him their meaning, stimulate his
ambition to discharge his duties creditably, but, after all, we must
leave him to look within bis own heart for instruction, and to be
guided by his own good sense and good feeling in his gemeral
conduct. But although particular rules will not avail to supply
the want of good sense and discretion, yet there are two general
maxims of which the Master should never lose sight—first, to
be serious—secondly, to be strict in observing what are called
the landmarks of the Craft.

I am happy to be able to bear testimony that in this me-
tropolis our ceremonies are uniformly conducted with propriety,
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and that the example spread throughout the land by our P.G.
Masters and P.G. Lodges has put an end to the levity and rude-
ness too often tolerated in some country places. Every man who
intrusts himself into our hands does so confiding in our honour
and our professions, and this alone should render him sacred from
all disrespect and insult. And, moreover, we should never forget
with what solemnity our Lodges are opened: even in the name
at which the adoring Hosts of Heaven bow down in reverential
awe. There is no real distinction between open profanity and the
mockery of first making a solemn appeal and prayer to our Creator,
and then degenerating into levity, or (what is more usual, though
scarcely less reprehensible) indifference and inattention. This we
must reform altogether.

Next, we must be careful to preserve uniformity, and to hand
down unaltered to our successors what we have ourselves re-
ceived. Masonry is universal—it knows no limit of country, or
language, or time; therefore, its essential points must be strictly
observed ; if not, it will lose its universality, and, to the same ex-
tent, its utility. Ceremonies must indeed change from time to
time, and from country to country, but the essentials of the Order,
its universal langnage and reciprocal obligations, must be carefully
preserved from all addition or diminution: we must adhere to the
form in which we have learned them : we have no right to
change even their antiquated phraseology to please the fasti-
diousness of modern taste. It was well said, “ you may polish
an old coin, to make it more legible; but if you go on polishing
it will soon be a coin no longer.” And the Master should take
care that every newly-admitted or newly-raised brother shall be
fully instructed in all the essentials of the degree he has re-
ceived—that he shall know to whom and to what he is bound.
He has come to seek the light of knowledge, and it is his right
to receive it, full and pure, from him whose duty it is to impart
it—the Master in the chair.

1 also strongly recommend to each Master to give or have
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given, when opportunity permits, an explanation of the Masonic
rites. I have seen some leave our assemblies with feelings not
merely of disappointment, but of some degree of indignation, as
if we had been merely jesting at their expense, at their first
coming amongst us. Such feelings would naturally lead a man
of sense and spirit to despise the ceremony and the Institution
which sanctioned it ; but I never saw anything of the sort when
the ceremony was explained as it ought to be, beginning with the
first lesson which teaches the aspirant to leave without the Masonic
temple the tokens of worldly wealth and distinction, and the soil
and stain of earthly feelings, and to seek, humbly as a brother of
the earth, snbject to like wants and weaknesses with ourselves,
admission to a society in which personal merit alone confers a
claim to distinction. At each step of the Masonic rite some grave
moral truth is to be impressed—some interesting historical as-
sociation elucidated : the explanation will at once enlighten those
who hear and him who gives it. Baut, it may be said, few have
capacity for lecturing on these matters. It is not s0; a man who
understands his subject will never want words to explain it;
no set form is requisite nor even recommendable for that pur-
pose.

But it is not by learned researches—by groping in the dark-
ness of the past—that we can best gerve the Order, and do good
in our own generation. It matters little to us whether the rites
of Masonry can be traced to patriarchal times; to the exploded
mysteries of heathenism; to the Jewish temple-builders; or,
as some suppose, merely to the artificers whose labours covered
Europe during the middle ages with such wonderful monu-
ments of skill and perseverance. It is with the morality of the
Order, not with its history—it is with the wtility of the Order, not
with its literary curiosities, that we have essentially to do. It
professes to be founded on the two simple and sublime precepts,
¢ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and thy
neighbour as thyself.” Masonry may be older or newer—we
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know not, and shall probably never know to a certainty when it
originated, or how: but these were the laws prescribed by the
All-wise and All-merciful for the rational creatures of His hand,
before the foundations of the world were laid. These were an-
nounced a8 THE TWO GREAT COMMANDMENTS by the Divine lips
of Him who spake as never man spake. Throughout all the
globe we inhabit—throughout the vast immensity of creation,
obedience to these commands, universal as the presence of Him
who has ordained them, constitutes the moral happiness of rational
beings. Mankind, evil and consequently miserable as they are,
have not so utterly lost the traces of the image in which they
were made, as to be altogether insensible to the glory and beauty
of piety and benevolence, though they daily offend against both.
Living Faith and Active Benevolence are the real foundations of
our Institution. Keep that fact in the view of your brethren,
all you who preside over them; your words and style may be
rude and unpolished, but if your heart be in them they will
awaken admiration and sympathy. The most elegant homily
against those vices for which the preacher is distinguished falls
dead upon the ear : the most graceful eulogy of virtue is but
disgusting in the lips of a man whose conduct gives the lie direct
to his words. But he who teaches good by example will ever be
listened to with respect.

It is generally thought, by those who do not object to Masonry
as a positive evil, that it is at best a harmless charitable associa~
tion; but, in truth, the real spirit of Masonry is not confined to
the relief of a brother’s physical wants, or the preservation of a
brother’s life in peril—of which we have all heard many inte-
resting instances. Such occasions seldom occur; but every day
affords opportunity to promote our brother’s temporal good by
lawful and honourable means; to help him, by enabling him to
help himself; to extend our sympathy to his troubles, and our
charity to his failings and imperfeotions; to make peace between
friends ; to warn one of his danger, another of his errors—
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to be patient, tolerant, and forgiving towards all. And it is
because Masonry brings into exercise qualities, of which all ac-
knowledge the excellence, that it has its vitality, universality,
and importance—1I say, importance; nor is it my assertion only,
or that of its friends, that it is important. Inm a recent number
of a Dublin journal, supposed to have much influence with those
whose opinions it assumes to represent, an article appeared in
which the writer, avowing his uncompromising hostility to our
Order, asks as follows :— Who has sanctioned this combination,
that it should be thus permitted to overspread the world, and act
as it listeth, at all seasons and in all places? It may exist in
the government, or the seat of justice, in the jury-box, in the
legislature, in the army, in the navy, and even among our de-
pendents; it may plot or cabal against us or for us; we are
powerless in its meshes ; they may, in spite of us, plot together
against us. How insignificant is the power of the eonfessional
when compared to this!”

It is pleasant to think that, so far as regards the diffusion of
our Society, this anxious alarmist is perfectly right. The meshes,
88 he calls them, of Masonry do, in truth, envelop the world.
From St. Petersburgh to Tasmania, from Hong Kong to Dublin,
from Peru and La Plata to California and Canada, they include
men of all estates and conditions; and whether you go to ask a
favour from a prince, or to get a horse shod by the blacksmith,
you may find a ** Brother of the Mystic Tie” in him you seek.
So mote it ever be! Yet, I do not see, and I do not believe,
that any one is a whit the worse for Masonic plots and cabals—
plans for infernal machines have never, that I know of, been sub-
mitted to the Board of General Purposes, nor does any one suspect
any of “The Three Grand Masters” of having issued his mandate
to some scientific brother to compound a cunningly-devised pre-
scription of strychnine for the indignant journalist I have quoted.
Indeed, I believe that most of us have the horour not to know
that we had so formidable an enemy. But this vast fraternity,
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powerful as it is, is so only for good. It is powerless for evil.
Direct it to a good end—then every true Mason will lend his
aid ; ‘the arms of the Society will stretch over the globe to assist
you, and the ¢ meshes” of the network will

¢ Feel in each thread, and live along the line.”

But try to turn it to evil—the strong chain of brotherhood
snaps short—it ceases to infold the evil-doer, while it re-unites
more firmly than ever round the rest. Other associations have
died away in thousands, in all ages, because their ends were evil,
and their purposes narrow ; but Masonry, though cursed and de-
nounced, ridiculed, reviled and persecuted, and, alas! too often
perverted, abused, degraded, and prostituted, is still founded on
Truth and the Immutable Laws of the Sovereign Architect of the
Universe; and, therefore, it is atill the bond of a great and power-
ful Association, spread over the whole habitable world, honoured
and protected by princes and statesmen; and, what is of far
greater importance to s, cultivated and cherished by a multitude
of wise and pious, conscientious and honourable men—the appro-
bation of a single one of whom outweighs the discredit of a whole
prisonful of drunkards, swindlers, and impostors.

I hope that even from this slight and imperfect sketch, some,
at least, of my brethren who are to rule the Lodges of this great
city, during the coming year, may form some higher notions
than they previously had of their own duties, and of the character
of the Order we come here to study. If I thought Masonry to
be a mere pretence for displaying childish vanity, by dressing
ourselves in ribbons and tinsel and trinkets, assuredly I would
not be here to recommend it to your attention. I enjoy and
appreciate the social meetings, which have made me acquainted
with many whose friendship I highly prize, but if I thought
Masonry a mere club, I would leave the eulogy of the Institution
to those respectable persons whose business it is to provide enter-
tainments. If it were a mischievous conspiracy, I humbly hope



24

that those who know me will do me the honour to believe that for
prudence, if not for conscience’ sake, I would not meddle with it.
I take part in Masonry because I have experimentally found it can
do good, and because I think that if it fails to do so, the fault
is in ourselves, not in it. I ask you to aid me to turn its capa-
bilities for good to account, and to check its tendencies to evil,
because both you and I are alike accountable to our Creator for
the use we make of this, as of every other opportunity afforded us
to serve our fellow-men, If I have too long trespassed on your
attention, I trust the importance of my design will sufficiently
plead my apology.

Dublin: Printed by Rox & BRIERLEY, 42, Mabbot-street.
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THE

ORIGIN OF FREEMASONRY.

————

Tax subject which I have selected for this evening’s lecture is
the “Origin of Freemasonry,” a theme which will at once, I
. ghould hope, invite the attention of each of my hearers—mem-
bers themselves of that mystetious and widely-spread body.
Every brother has indeed, on his initiation into the Craft, gained
some little insight into that which, traditionally at least, has, for
many ages, been handed down to us as the origin of that frater-
nity, of which, we must confess, we are now the scarcely recog-
nised representatives ; but few, perhaps, have considered how
much truth is hid in our legends, and how realities have been
converted into symbols. Few have reflected whether our pre-
tended ancient descent is not a mere modern invention, or
whether the present appearance of the Order is the transition
state of a mystery corrupted from its purer source in its descent
through ages. But your presence here, in this “Lodge of In-
struction,” convinces me that all apathy on the subject of our
organization is past, and that you are anxious to increase the
knowledge, the respectability, the zeal, and utility of the frater-
nity of Freemasons.

The subject I have chosen has been discussed by many learned
and acute writers. They have endeavoured to pierce the dark
gloom under which, at one time, was hid, almost impenetrably,
the origin of Freemasonry, and the probable era of its com-
mencement. Of the labours of those learned and sagacious

v
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writers I ghall largely avail myself, claiming no credit for any
gingularity or profundity of my views, but only for the diligence
with which I have gleaned from others, and sought to extract,
from their speculations, suggestive food for your reflection on this
interesting topic, which might also excite the desire in your minds
for deeper and more extended research. I have, in truth, but en-
deavoured to compress into the space of an evening’s sitting, the
results derived from larger and more accurate works connected
with the long-debated question, the  Origin of the Order.”

One of the chief objects in such an inquiry as the present
is to ascertain if there exists in the secrets and ceremonies, or
tenets of the Craft, any evidence of the antiquity, the wisdom, or
grandeur of the fornders ? Are Freemasons a collection of mere
convivial individuals—a club, in short, united by some secret signs,
but for useless objects, and who would, therefore, in vain seek to
graft some appearance of excellence on intrinsic worthlessness?
Are they indeed men, but condescending to be amused with
trifles fit only for children? Or are their traditions probably
linked with

“The wondrous fame
Of the past world, the vital words and deeds

Of minds whom neither time nor change can tame,
Traditions old and dark ?”

And have they preserved, amidst much that is new, idle, and
mere modern adaptation, some traits of the almost superhuman
wisdom and excellence of their foundation? Each true Mason
who hears me will, I am sure, hope that the latter may prove to
be the case, and will himself aid in the effort, by united energy,
zeal, and honesty of purpose and action, to elevate the body
into that place in the social scale which his belief, if not
his rational conviction, tells him it once enjoyed. Degenerate
worth may be restored ; nothing can change folly to wisdom,
Symptoms of that probable restoration to ancient glory I already
perceive in the earnest desire for improvement and mentalcultum
manifested by the brethren generally.
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With those few preliminary observations, designed to awaken
your attention, and not to advance any peculiar theory, I shall
now attempt to throw some light upon the origin of Freemasonry.
But let me first ask your indulgence if, in any remarks which I
shall make, it may seem as if I spoke in depreciatory terms of
our Order. Such is not my intention; and you will, I hope,
kindly attribute to some other motive whatever may not appear
laudatory. Even censure, however sparingly applied, may often
prove as effectual an instrument of regeneration as unmerited |
praise. I would also ask your brotherly forbearance if I might
appear t0o openly to touch on the secrets of the Craft. I have,
indeed, diligently endeavoured to avoid this error, but if I should,
notwithstanding, have fallen into it, I shall gladly receive the
fraternal correction. ¢ Sit mihi fas audita loqui,” is my guiding
wish.

Let each brother now, for a moment, recall to his mind the
ceremony of his initiation, and reflect on his newly adopted name,
and his objects. How wide the difference—nay, how wholly
inconsistent with the objects is this name? There are lawyers
who know but little of law, and we are assured that there are
¢ physicians of no value;” but both those classes at least profess
some acquaintance with the science whence their name is derived.
‘With modern Freemasons this is not the case. The science of
Masonry, if they know anything of it, has heen learned, not
from the traditional lore retained by the elder brethren, and
thence communicated to the ignorant and blinded candidates for
admission, but altogether independently of this, and rather in
despite of it. Think also on the moral and religious instruction
afforded after your initiation, by reference to the symbols—the
object lessons, as I may term them, on the level, square and
compass. Those two points dwelt on, even cursorily, will pre-
pare the mind to believe that the name at one time really indi-
cated the nature and objects of the Society, and that the
symbolical use of the implements of the Craft was many ages
posterior in date to the actual. Any other view would appear
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to me rather like the tale of St. Patrick teaching the mystery of
the ¢ Trinity” by reference to the three-leaved shamrock, or the
illustration of the immortality of the soul from the different
stages of insect existence, as grub, chrysalis, and butterfly—
admirable incidentally as argnments, but which no sane men would
ever think of perpetuating by mysteries and brotherhoods. The
square, level, &c., were implements in actual use, and of vast
importance in the science of masonry practised in the earlier
ages of the Craft. The science was lost, and they retained their
importance only as symbols and emblems—just as formerly the
title duke, marquis, designated an officer of trust, but are now
empty titles of heraldry. This consideration has always satisfied
me of the vast and undoubted antiquity of Freemasonry in some
Jorm. It was to me incredible that grave men, possessed of snch
religious culture and habit of thought, as the very initiation into
our body supposes, could have been capable of organizing a fra-
ternity of true believers, whose only distinction was, the illustration,
by visible, external symbols, of those eternal truths which affect
us as moral beings.  This is not indeed one of those proofs, which
would alone be deemed sufficient, of the indisputable antiquity
and more recent modification of the mysteries of our Order.
It is, however, the best preparation for a calm investigation, by
those gleams of light shed by the earlier histories of the world,
of the probable origin of a society, once, perhaps, as the name
would import, the secret and mysterious repositories of all the
valuable knowledge connected with architecture, now actually
retaining nothing connected therewith save the name. Now, it
is not a little singular that the earliest association of mankind
of which we read, is one for the purpose of architecture on a
gigantic and impiously-audacious scale, which resulted indeed in
confusion, but which even still, according to the opinion of en-
lightened travellers, has left traces of its stupendous labours in
the mound called the Birs-Nimroud on the plain of Babylon. We
read in Genesis, chapter xi., that “the whole earth was of one

language, and of one speech. And it came to pass, as they
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journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of
Shinar; and they dwelt there. And they said, go to, let us
build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach td heaven.
And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for mortar.”
I need not minutely dwell on the subsequent fate of this tower,
the confusion of tongues, and the consequent dispersion of man-
kind. It is only necessary to remark, that you have here a
memorable instance of the early association of masons, for
building a city and tower of vast dimensions. This plainly
supposes community of idea, thought, and action; arrangements
made that some gangs should prepare bricks, others lay them,
some skilled labourers, attendants unskilled, definite plans, pre-
cise instructions and orders, master minds to direct, and subor-
dinates to execute the growing works, and all so united and
linked, and probably marked by such distinctions of dress and
emblems as were readily recognisable, that the ruling impulse,
¢ Let us build us a city,” could be acted on harmoniously by:all.
This boastful and profane attempt to ascend to heaven provoked
the direct intervention of the Lord, and He confounded the lan-
guage of the builders, which caused the general dispersion of
the human race. Thus, long before the time of Abraham, and
one thousand years before the building of Solomon’s Temple,
the oldest and most authentic record of the creation notices the
confederacy of masons.

The dispersion of mankind, which was probably by families
or tribes, or those identical in one language, radiated from
Babel as a centre, east and west—on the east to India, on the
west to Syria, Greece, Egypt, and Italy. It would be onmly
natural to expect that the myriads dispersed by this building-
folly or wickedness, would exhibit, in the countries whither they
migrated, some traces of their early masonic predilections and skill.
And it is, indeed, remarkable, that very shortly after this event,
buildings of enormous magnitude, and evincing great skill and a
scientific knowledge of masonry, were constructed in all the
countries more immediately connected with the scene of the dis-

B
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persion of man, It is only necessary to glance at a fow—the
remote antiquity and vastmess of which will be at omce remem-
bered. The pyramids and labyriuth of Egypt, the cyclopesn
buildings of Tyrens in Greece, Volterra in Italy, the walls of Tyre,
snd pyramids of Hindostan—all attest the early prevalence of
the science and ruling spirit of masonry, derived from some one
great original, and spread abroad by seme memorable evemt,
which might cause it to be 8 common idea, pervading comntries
o far remote and unconnected. How, themn, was this architec-
tural ekill and unity of design preserved and propagated? Ats
time before the use of letters was supposed to bave been revealed
to mankind, and indeed until writing was common, there was
only ene mode of perpetusting any high degree of knowledge,
requiring, to make it practical, the co-operation and skill of
numbers, and which was not, like painting, sculpture, or poetry,
a solitary art, and that was, by the institution of certain societies
or mysterious brotherhoods of those possessed of the science,
snd into which persons, from time to time, might be initiated ;
and who thus, by a sort of corporate succession, never being
wholly old or entirely new, could keep alive, by authentic tradi-
tion, all the knowledge and arts of the founders. Indeed it
has been well observed, that before the invention of letters
mankind may be said to have been perpetually in their infancy,
as the arts of one age or country generally died with their pos-
sessors. In Egypt and Hindostan the early rulers tried to pre-
vent this tendency of the arts to perish, by forcing the son to
follow the trade of the father, that the knowledge acquired by
any one might be preserved by a lineal snccession. The corpo-
rate sucoession of associated craftsmen was much more effectual
to this end. We find, then, in ancient history, traces of the
early existence of scientific associations, or trades’ unions, as I
may term them; and these associations were quickly invested
with the additional grandeur and importance derived from the
invention or adoption of peculiar religious and mystic ceremonies,
with which they contrived to guard and connect their purely
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secolar knowledge. Of these societies, one of the most important
were the Etruscans, a people widely celsbrated for their scientific.
scquirements and their mysterious religious: rites and ceremonies,
and who, long before the building of Rome, inhabited that part
of Italy now known as Tuscany. Their very name is, by
Michelet and others, perhaps rather fancifully, derived from the
word turris, or tower, and indicated that they were a. nation of
builders ; and the remains now existing of the labours of this
very ancient and ingenious people, prove how well-merited was
their name, if, indeed, derived from this Latin word. But any
one who considers the history of mankind, the proneness toassocia-
tion and to mystery, the prevalence of those ancient huge buildings
to which I have referred, requiring the exertion of scientific skill,
and co-operation of numbers, must at once feel disposed to admit
the probability, at lesst, of the existence, in the earliest ages of
the world —the immediate postdiluvian times—of associated
bodies of architects ; and also from' the known jealousy of all
possessing any peculiar skill or science, the probability too of
those associations keeping sacred this knowledge from all but a
select and privileged few., It is, however, unnecessary to rest
on probability only, as we ean trace from history the early ex-
istence of associations, united by secret mysteries, jealously
preserved from the vulgar, using certain religious ceremonies and:
mystic symbols, and bearing much resemblance to the present
rites of Freemasonry; and once such societies originated, the
adoption by eraftsmen of similar mysteries, rites, and: ceremonies,.
would rapidly follow. And it so happens that in each ancient
nation, distinguished for its early culture of architectural science,
there existed mysterious brotherhoods of high consideration, re~
quiring initiation by secret and appalling ceremonies, guarding
the admission to the fraternity by a most rigid scrutiny; and
soms of these associstions originated twelve or fourteen hundred
years before the Cliristian era, and some centuries before the
building of Sulomon’s Temple. A few may be mentioned. The
chief were: those initiated into the Eleusinian mysteries, the
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Etrusean, the Cabiri, the priests of Egypt, and the disciples of
Zoroaster and Pythagoras.

A short account of the Elensimin mysievies, which have
generslly been esteemed the mest sncient and most closely re-
sembling Freemasoury, may prove interesting. Each of you
will for himeelf readily compare them with these of eur Crafk,
snd note the resemblance or difference. Afier 2 long ceremeny
of preparatory perification, comtinmed during mime days, the cam-
didate for initiation was admitted at might into s vast building.
By a3 series of mechanical comtrivances, he was apperestly ex-
posed to the terrors of an earthquake ; and amid imsitations of
thunder and Eghtning, sadden darkness beset him, and hideouws
noises were beard sround. Afier enduring mmch calenlated to
strike terror, or arrest sitention, he was introdnced into the
sanctuary of the goddess Isis or Ceres, which was daxafingly Kt up,
snd he was then instructed in the meaning of the sacred symbols
presented to his view. Significant passwords were then commu-
nicated to bim, by which be might recognise the brethren, and a
most solemn oath was administered that he never should divaige
the mysteries in which be was then instructed to the uminitiated.
His instruction in the mysteries was by successive stages or steps.
Some have sopposed that the members of this society were
taught the unity of the Divine Being. This, however, is denied
by others; but it is gemerally admitted that a morality much
superior to that prevailing amongst the mass of the nation, and
connected with a belief in a system of future rewards and punish-
ments, and of the immortality of the soul, was inculcated. These
mysteries were in high repute, and the greatest sages and philo-
sophers were pround of their initiation.

We have thus, then, proof of the early existence of the two
sources from which Freemasonry would naturally originate—of the
general association and great skill of the eastern architects, and of
organized societies, distinguished by pecnliar knowledge, by signs,
&e., and bound by solemn sanctions not to reveal their secrets to
those not initiated. The adoption by the one body of signs,
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symbols, initiations and mysteries, similar to those of the other,
was so natural, as almost certain to take place at a very early
period of the co-existence of the two societies—the associated
craftsmen and the associated mysterymen. This tendency of
all trades or professions to form separate societies, and to pro-
tect their knowledge and rights by initiation into secrets, by pass-
words of recognition, &c., is not of modern date, but is coeval
almost with history, and indeed arises from the very nature of
man. The jeslousy, too, with which artistic secrets were guarded,
and all unlawful rivalry checked, may be illustrated by reference
to the old fable of Dmdalus, which, perhaps, has been, in
another light, familiar to us from our pleasant school-boy days.
This Dedalus, who is supposed to have lived more than three
thousand years since, and whom some seek to identify with
Tubal Cain, was an artist widely famed for his great ingenuity
and skill in architecture and other kindred sciences. He was
banished from his native country, Athens, for the murder of his
nephew, Talus, who was his pupil, and whose growing genius so
excited his uncle’s jealousy, that he killed him. On his banish-
ment, he was kindly received by Minos, king of Crete, and
adorned that country with many incomparable edifices and monu-
ments of his skill. This ancient tale has been explained by
the greatest of modern philosophers, Lord Bacon, “ as chiefly
denoting the envy which strangely prevails amongst excellent
artificers ; for no kind of people are observed to be more impla-
cably and destructively envious to one another than these.” But
I am inclined to imagine that a deeper truth lies hid in this
¢ tradition old and dark,” and that the murder by this mason of
his pupil, which was imputed to his jealousy of superior skill,
was, perhaps, the indignant punishment inflicted on the youth
for divalging the secrets which he had learned under the instruc-
tion of his uncle. It is curious too, as not remote from the
history of the incident which is by some writers alleged to have
occurred at the building of the Temple—namely, the murder of
the master-builder directing the execution of the works. It is,
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however, sufficient to refer to it as showing the extreme jealonsy
of the rivalry of other artists.

But though I am not about to discuss minutely the ques-
tion of the literal or historical proof of the truth of the tra-
dition which refers our origin to the reign of Solomen, and the
events comnected with the building of his famous Temple, I
cannot, of course, exclude from my consideration all mention of
his times, ard the saered country where our organization is sup~
posed to have commenced.  Certain it is that Tyre and Sidon, st
the time of the erection of Solomon’s Temple, were widely cele-
brated for the skill and excellence of their builders and masons.
“ None were also skilled to hew wood like the Sidonians ;” and
the buildings of these two most ancient cities were famed for
their extent, beauty, and magnificence. The wisest of mankind
deigned to apply for assistance, in exeenting the work which the
Lord encouraged him to undertake, to the kindness of a neigh~
bouring heathen king, who furnished him with builders and
masens. I have before observed on the early prevalence of the
separate orgamizations of the various crafts or trades; it was
almost inevitable from the social nature of man, and the tendency
of like to like. In Tyre and Sidon the craftsmen were associated
by mysterious rites and ceremonies. Their merchants, you will
recollect, were homourable princes and large traffickers. They
carried their peeuliar mysteries with their merehandize to Asia
Minor and the ¢ Isles of Greece, where burning Sappho loved and
sung,” “where grew the arts of war and peace,” and, in return,
with the sparious liberality which ever distinguished Paganism,
they readily admitted the worship of all the gods of the heathen,
and the gorgeous and imposing ceremenies eonnected with theis
superstitions and mysteries. Now, in the district of Asia Minor,
called Jonia, there existed, it would seem, even before the build-
ing of the Temple, a very remarkable fraternity, called the
¢ Dionysian artificers.” They were an association of gcientific
men, who possessed the exclusive privilege of erecting temples,
theatres, and other public buildings in Asia Minor. They were
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a very numerous body, and existed under the swme name in Syris
(including Tyre and Sidon), Persis, and India. The members were
particularly eminent for their scientific acquirements, and they
possessed appropriate words and signs by which they could recog-
nise their brethren. They were divided into lodges, which were
called by different names. They occasionally held convivial
meetings in houses erected and consecrated for the purpose, and
each separate lodge was under the direction of a master, presi-
dent, and warden. Once each year they held a festival of pecu-
liar splendour and pomp. In their ceremonial observances par-
ticnlar utensils and implements were employed, some of which
closely resembled, or were identical with those used by Free-
masons. Their rules for the support of their poorer brethren,
for securing general concord, and for the promotion of public and
private virtues, so exactly coineide with those of our brotherhood,
that writers, even the most hostile to the Craft, do not hesitate
to ascribe to the Dionysian artists the origin of Freemasonry. In
truth, these men were Freemasons ; and scarcely any institution,
pretending to antiquity, so nearly resembles its original formda-
tion, as the body of Freemasons; their rites, rules, and orders,
which have a known existence of some centuries, agree with the
Dionysian builders, the parent stock from which they seem so
clearly to have sprung, as even now to be almost identical with
them. We may, then, be assured, that at the building of the
Temple the skilful masons and architects, whose aid Solomon ob-
tained, did belong to the fraternity I have just referred to; and
this point granted or established, the traditional origin of the
re-organization of our even still illustrious and certainly very
ancient Order, becomes, if not certain, at least sufficiently probable
to receive a willing assent to its truth. The Syrian artificers
brought to Jerusalem their science and their mysteries; from
Jerusalem, the more illustrious city, these mysteries were propa-
gated as from their original source.

This supposition receives additional confirmation from there
being then in Judea a very peculiar society of Jews, with
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the kindly instinets of human affections. This fraternity, which
was nid emfined to architects, though the Assideans or restorers
A the Temple held chief place amongst them, continved to
flerurinh at the coming of our Saviour, and until the fearful
dentruetion of Jerusalem made the whole nation of Jews outcasts,
and sven their very name a by-word and reproach. How readily
winild thess two fraternities—the Dionysian builders and the
Kmsenes—blend and amalgamate, and give rise to a new society
cnmbiniug fentures common to both, or but slight modifications
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of their respective peculiarities, This conld scarcely fail to take
place, and were history silent on all other mysterious organisa-
tions of men professing peculiar knowledge and distinctive doc-
trines, the origin of Freemasonry might, with some confidence,
be attributed to, or perbaps more correctly be termed, & “ variety”
of the two fraternities of which I have thus given such a general
outline. Some writers, who would seek to connect everybody of
peculiar eminence in ancient or modern history with Freemasonry,
either directly, or through the affinity of the Essenes, have la-
boured to prove that St. John and St. Paul both belonged to that
sect of the Jews. They refer, for proof of the latter, to the em-
phatic use by the apostle of the designation *brother” (Rom. xvi.
28), describing Quartus as ‘“a brother” (see also Coll iv. 9),
not “his brother.” Other passages, too, might be adduced, par-
ticularly those in which he tells of himself that he bad lived a
Pharisee ¢ after the straitest sect of his religion,” which it is argued
were the Essenes: to the admonition that as he had, as a wise
master-builder, laid the foundation, others should take heed how
they built on this an improper superstructure. To this may be
added one other passage, which, from the metaphorical form of
expression having now become habitual, is likely not to excite
attention, but which, I think, was used by the apostle more
literally, and as referring to the society of which both the writer
and the person to whom his epistle was addressed were members,
I allude to 2 Tim. ii. 15, in which the apostle says—¢ Study to
shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”

I need not, however, dwell more particularly on these points,
which are rather topics for curious argument than facts tending
to the elucidation of our subject; and I shall proceed to motice
one other society, philosophical or scientific in its pretensions,
and, like the other two just mentioned, the Essenes and Diony-
sians, guarding the treasury of knowledge by secrecy and mys-
tery. Pythagoras was a celebrated philosopher who lived in the
sixth century before Christ. In the course of his extensive
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wniversal besevolence, and of pecubiar regard for the brethren
of the ¢rler, were incalcated on the new disciple. The members
were distinguished by wearing white garments as emblems of
pwity sm] immocence, and they had alo particular words and
signs by which they could recognise each other and correspond
st 8 distance. They were advanced from one degree of know-
lelge to another, and they were instructed in arts and sciences,
united with ethics and 2 system of theology ; and this instruction
was commusicated to the initistel by cyphers and symbola.
They were also strictly forbidden to commit their secrets to
writing, and relied on oral tradition only to preserve the know-
laldge of their mysteries. This philosophy, remembered now only
by the familiar tenets of the transmigration of souls and
sviidance of beans, exercised at one time much influence on the
nations where it flourished, and was confessedly the means of
grestly exalting the mind and moral character of the initiated.
The noblest, wisest, and best of the nation were members, and,
though suffering much persecution, they were eminently distin-
guishod by the greatest fidelity in all their engagements, and
their strict performance of all moral duties.

It will thus be observed how readily the more ancient mys-
teries, the Elensinian and Kssenian, furnished the germs of
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another kindred system, and this is the more important, as
I cannot, indeed, shew the exact date or particular person
first instituting Freemasonry, but only the existence of other
systems naturally suggestive of it, and with which, in remote
ages, it seems to have been blended. It would be impos-
sible to trace accurately the successive stages of the transition
or development of the mysteries of the Dionysian builders, and
Essenes, and disciples of Pythagoras, into Freemasonry as now
known and existing for at least seven or eight centuries. Tran-
gitions are like the growth of plants, gradual, almost impercep-
tible in daily accretions, remarkable only in the results; or, like
those pictures called * dissolving views,” in which the most rinute
attention cannot arrest the moment of the entire falling away of
one picture or the substitution of another often wholly dissimilar ;
but it may not be withont interest briefly to advert to some at
least of the probable stages of this development.

It is & mistake into which many are led from the computation
of time from the coming of our Lord, to suppose that a sudden
change of habits, and customs, and of religion, was produced by
that great event. The existence of our world we divide into
two eras—that before, and that fullowing Christ’s coming upon
earth, and the latter we call confusedly Christian times. But this
is, indeed, an error., The spread of the Gospel was not either
immediate or rapid. It was more like the morning stealing on
the night, and melting the darkness. Centuries were required to
change the inveterate habits, manners, customs, and religion of
the nations, even where the pure Gospel of the Lord was first
preached ; and during three centuries the new religion was slowly
spreading amidst many trials and frequent fiery persecutions of its
members. The Heathen mysteries were ordinarily celebrated
in the vast dominions of the Roman empire, and Paganism was
the national form of worship, until Theodosius the Great, about
the commencement of the fifth century, prohibited and tried wholly
to extinguish the Pagan theology. It is, however, probable that
the mysteries were in many places secretly continued in spite




of the severe edicts of the Emperor; and we sre informed that
even in Athens, the scene of St. Paal's great preaching, they
were practised so late as the 8th century of owr Christian ers.
Thbe outcast Jews and recent Christian comverts had also neardy
the same motives for adopting some portions of the Essenian and
Dionysian, or similar mysieries. Both Jews amd Christians
were persecuted, and it was essential to their safety to practise
the rites and ceremonies of their respective religions in secret.
The Christians were often obliged to resort, like the prophets of
old, to boles and caves in the earth, and they had a church of
the living amongst the tombs of the dead in the catacombs of
Rome, How useful, then, would the adoption of secret signs
and passwords of recognition be to these persecuted seets, and
bow probable was it that, to disarm suspicion, they outwardly
adopted the ceremonies of paganism, in order to practise in secu-
rity their Christian worship, without the intrusion or espial of the
Jealous persecuting multitude. In this way, I am inclined to
think that the spirit and leading idess of Freemasonry were
adopted from the heathen mysteries by the early Christians,
They were, indeed, then termed  churches,” but for many centuries
were more like ¢ Lodges” of Freemasons, than we can now well
believe, from the universality of the true religion in our own times;
and, with the natural tendency of the human mind, they adopted
whatever in the old mysteries was not incongruous, into the new,
and, to the crowd, apparently inscrutable religion. But there pre-
niled fn Western Europe two very singular secret associa-
tions, with which the Eastern might, as the intercourse between
the East and West increased, readily incorporate, and form a new
soclety or modification of the old, having many external and
obvious points of resemblance, and exhibiting also many traits of &
similar spirit and origin. These were, the Druidical religion pre-
valent in Gaul and Britain, and the Fehmgerichte, or secret tribu-
nals of Westphalia and Germany. The Druidical religion was of
great antiquity, and was a corruption most probably of a purer
worship, mixed with the doctrines aud practices derived from
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the Eleusinian mysteries and other ancient rites. This is sup-
posed to have been introduced into Western Europe about 600
years B.C., but continued in Britain for many centuries after the
Christian era. The Fehmgerichte is said to have been instituted
in the ninth century, and continued in full vigour to the middle
of the fifteenth. I need not dwell particularly on either of these
societies. Their existence in any country would naturally prepare
the mind to receive with favour rites and ceremonies analogous to
those, and with which they might be usefully combined.

It will thus be seen that those mysterious associations to which
I have more particularly invited your attention, and which existed
even anterior to the building of Solomon’s Temple, continued to
flourish to the eighth century of our era, and that there
existed contemporaneously other fraternities having a certain
family likeness, with which the more ancient might readily be
incorporated, and, as it were, fused ; and shortly after this date
the fraternity of Freemasons became a known and powerful orga-
nization. The potentates of Europe, including popes, conferred
on the fraternity of Freemasons most important privileges, and
allowed them to be governed by laws, customs, and ceremonies
peculiar to their order. We are told that the association was
composed of men of all nations remarkable for their skill and
practice of architecture. It spread throughout Central Europe,
and the principles of the order were introduced into Scotland
about the year A.n. 1140. About the same period, the practice
and doctrines of Freemasonry were introduced into England, and
the brethren in 1410 received a charter of incorporation, by the
name and style of “The Freemasons.” That name and style
we bear, and are justly proud of our historic identity with our
more ancient and honored incorporated brethren.

And now I trust it may appear sufficiently plain to any brother
who has attended to the cursory and necessarily imperfect notices
which I have given of the ancient, scientific, and mysterious fra-
ternities, not only that they bore some resemblance to “ Free-
masonry,” but, in truth, that Freemasonry is the direct descen-
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Time dees net permit me to fill up this omtiine by the details of
minnte s striking coincidences betweea Freemasomry and the
sacieat mysteties 1o which I have alvertel. My object, indeed,
was rather t5 present you with 2 gemeral sketch of these meardy-
forgrien fraternities, to exhibit caly those leading featmres and
the prevailing motives acting on the haman mind, from which all
originated, and rapidly to trace through our Christian era the de-
cline of the obl, and the rise of the modern and more kmown
oystem of Freemasonry, into which the ancient has been changed.
1 trust, however, that even this rapid and cursory outhine of the
origin of Freemasonry may have awakened an interest in the minds
of some oA my brethren as to the evidences of the great antiquity
of our Order ; that they may fieel some glowing entbusiasm fire
their bressts at remembering their compection with the most
fllustrious dead of the Egyptisns, Greeks, and Romans; that s
feeling like the pride of noble lineage and witarnished ancestry
may elevate their minds, snd induce them to aspire to elevate
the Order also, to that consideration it onee deservedly enjoyed.
‘Then, indeed, might we boast that Freemasonry was the humble
handmsid of our Pure Religion, and thus prove its identity with
those ssevciations of men who, in dark ages, ere the Day-star
from on high had visited this earth, endeavoured to walk up-
rightly, by the dim light still retained of the religious impres-
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sions originally implanted and “lef as a guide,” and who, in
centuries long gone by,

¢ Kept the truth so firm of old,
‘When our forefathers worshipped stocks and stones.”

The spirit which animated them to struggle earnestly to free
themselves from the corrupting influence which debased the
ancient Polytheism, and which originated those mysterious so-
cieties, still exists. The associations organized by these earnest-
. minded men for the improvement of their fellows, as moral and
intellectual beings, have fallen into oblivion, but in the system
of Freemasonry, derived, as I trust has been shewn, from their
noble efforts to elevate the thonghts and feelings of mankind
their spirit still lives and flourishes, combines with, and even
ministers to, Christianity. How wonderful is this connection
of the past and of the present !

% How wonderful, that even
The passions, prejudices, interests
That sway the meanest being, the weak touch
That moves the finest nerve,
And in one human brain
Causes the faintest thought, becomes a link
In the great chain of nature !”

Dublin: Printed by Rox & BRIZRLEY, 42, Mabhot-street.
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THE

ETHICS OF FREEMASONRY.

FREEMASONRY is necessarily conservative. What it was from
the beginning, it is now, and must continue to be. You may
not like it, but you must not mend it. To approach it with
our own imaginings of propriety would be a species of maral
Vandalism. The position of a pin cannot be altered. Even
the pattern of its drapery must not be changed. Its land-
marks are fixtures, Its pillars are mightier than pyramids, and
firmer than rocks. 'When men have at any time added to it their
own inventions, the square has been applied, the excrescence
detected, the maul put in requisition, and the addition removed.
You may reform Freemasons, but not Freemasonry. Principles
may apply to novelties, but it is in the nature of principles to
be immutable. Freemasonry is a system of principles; and,
however times and men may change, it altereth mot. It is
true, it admits of by-laws; and these are capable of alteration,
But by-laws are but temporary expedients ; they are the statute-
enactments of individual Lodges, which may be amended or
repealed, as prudence or necessity requires. But Freemasonry
is a constitution: as such, it has its common law; and this
cannot be touched without revolutionizing and destroying the
system.

The morals of Masonry are as determinate as its mysteries.
It is the province of no ome to legislate concerning what
are the maxims of the Craft. The Order has spoken with
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when a new Teacher visited earth to tell of and teach a higher
and holier world than this, His lessons of deepest wisdom were
couched in the attractive story, or veiled in the suggestive allegory.
The efficiency of this plan is universally admitted. Pictorial
representations strike as readily as pleasingly upon the mind. The
great Dr. Doddridge received his early religious training through
the medium of the tiles of his parents’ hearth. On these tiles
Scripture characters and incidents were presented in odd-
looking sketches. His pious mother conducted his infant in-
tellect amidst the rude mosaics of her rustic hearth; and
there “ sermons in stones” went far to prepare his mind and
heart for those glowing after-sermons which pointed thousands
to the skies. The quaint old pictures in the family Bible
made first and fadeless impressions of divine things upon the
cherubic intellect and seraphic heart of Chalmers. The lesson
is all the easier, and the law is all the lovelier, that they
come in a pictorial dress, and in a fascinating emblem. Those
who are outside the Order cannot discern the import of its
symbols. Its jewels are mot shining things to gratify the
.gaze of childhood, or ornaments to set off the person of the
wearer ; they are significant of corresponding verities ; tangible
-and visible exponents of grave truths and important duties.
Its signs are not the meaningless dumb show by which mental
vacancy is betrayed; but the pertinent monitions of solemn
obligations, and the affectionate expressions of fraternal soli-
citude. Its passwords are mot the chance vocables by which
privileges are secured, and Cowans detected ; but selected
words, big with bright thoughts, each a centre of wisdom
from which radiates far-journeying intelligence, making in its
march the great circle of all the sciences. Its badges are mot
playthings : they are implements of industry. Labour is sug-
gested by them all. The brown-handed child of physical toil,
the son of science or of song, find in them mementoes that it is
by the sweat of the brow, or the toil of the brain, that man
eats his bread during his sojourn in the land of his pilgrimage.
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The uninitiated can only judge of Freemasonry by what they
hear and see of it. The former manner of judging is not
correct; hearsay is no evidence. Every report that has beem
given of the Order by those. who are its avowed enemies is
untrue. I have read the productions of those who have affected
to be possessed of full knowledge of its mysteries, and I have been
astonished at the effrontery and pained by the falsity which
are 50 glaring. Masonic arcana are as unguessed at this day
as when a far-seeing wisdom systematized an arrangement for
their universal application, yet inviolable secrecy. ~Wondering
speculation, prying curiosity, and quick-witted sagacity, are
alike at fault, in their natural anxiety to penetrate the secrecy
of the mystic Brotherhood. As all fail, therefore, to unravel
the inexplicable, they very properly turn for some knowledge
of the puzzling system to the conduct of its members. To
this you can have no objection. It is a sound principle to
judge of systems by their results. Masonry takes mo excep-
tion to the axiom, “By their fruits ye shall know them.”

It cannot be denied that some Masons are not sufficiently
cautious in their manner of life. Indeed, it must be admitted
that not a few have disgraced themselves, and injured the
fame of that Order whose principles they belied, and whose
morality they trampled upon. The uninitiated will not take
the trouble to distinguish between such as are untrue to their
obligations, and those who continue faithful. Did they so,
they would be convinced that the true and the tried vastly
preponderate, when laid in the balance of an unprejudiced
scrutiny. For every ome who heedlessly loses sight of his
duties and dignity, there are ten whose every attribute of
character, whilst it is a reflection of the Order, is an homor
to themselves. Let it not be assumed that there is any peculiar
inclination to laxity of morals in Masons more than in other
men. Were this so, the eccentricities of individuals might
be charged upon the system which they seem to represent.
Take any number of the most reprehensible brethren, and
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their . conduct, on the whole, shall appear immeasurably to
advantage by contrast with that of an equal number of the
irreligious in any community. But just in proportion to the
pretensions of any man, will be the amount of jealous atten-
tion paid to him. He that professes little, raises no emvy;
but men do like to mark the inconsistencies of those who
have taken a high stand among the virtuous of society. The
heart is naturally more full of suspicion than of charity ; and,
hence, he who takes a high walk among his fellows will be
exposed to suspicion and to envy. Knowing this, and know-
ing, too, that Masonry prescribes a code of Ethics borrowed
from the Statute-book of Heaven, it becomes all the brethren
to take heed lest, by any departure from the path of un-
swerving rectitude, the ignorant or the malicious might triumph.
Masonic life should be an exemplification of Masonic principles.
The invisible beauties of the Craft ought to be reflected in the
visible beauties of a virtuous course of action among men. From
what is seen, what is unseen is generally inferred. The cha-
racter of the heart is drawn from the character of the life;
and hence, popular Masonry is the conduct of Freemasons.
The evil of unmasonic conduct might, in great part, be re-
medied, were brethren more guarded in admitting candidates.
It is a heartless duty to oppose a valued brother in his affec-
tionate desire to obtain the homor of fnitiation for a friend in
whom he has taken an interest. Knowledge of, and confidence
in, the brother who proposes a gentleman as a candidate, too
frequently silence those who otherwise would be indisposed to
admit him. Now, we ought to consider the Order before any
individual member of it. No private friendship, no respect for
a brother’s feelings, should for a moment influence conduct,
when the interests of the Order are at issue. I can speak
strongly on this subject, because I have reason to believe that
reliance in my prudence, and respect for my character and
feelings, caused the brethren of my Lodge to admit a candi-
date, who too soon proved himself unworthy, by immoral prac-
B
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tices; and I felt it to be my duty—and I did it—to move
the forwarding of a complaint against him to the Grand Lodge
of Ireland, by which he was expelled the Order. It was
painful to me; but the lesson has been of great importance.
Better far to have no additions to our ranks than that disor-
derly and disobedient persons should prove occasions of sor-
row to us, and scoffing to the world. Some persons entertain
the idea that Masonry consists in festivity—that it is a kind
of beefsteak club; its attractions lie in its viands; member-
ship is suggested as a passport to good eating and drinking;
its soups are more savoury than its sermons—turtle than tra-
ditions; its hock is preferable to its homilies; . champagne
sparkles brighter than the corruscations of its most heaven-
lit intellects. Knights of the knife have a poor conception
of philosophy. Well, they make their way to initiation, fail
not in a personal appearance at the summons to dine, but are
rarely marked “ present” in the muster to labour. They enjoy
the name, and have the privileges of the Order, but of Masonry
they know but the alphabet; and its A, B, C they lisp as
the evidence of their proficiency. Masonry-made-easy is the
only volume of their literature, and the abilities of a lodge-
room their only conceptions of the grandeur of the system.

Anxious to aid my brethren in their landable desire to pro-
mote the well-being of the Order, I have undertaken the pleasing
task of refreshing your minds by & consideration of the duties
to which our common obligations bind us.

The Ethies of Masonry originate in the Scriptures of truth.
Its first great light is the Bible. Let the world know that
Freemasonry is in the Bible. The Bible is the indispensable
farniture in every lodge-room. No ome Masonic act can be
done in its absence. Withdraw the Bible, and the key-
stone of the arch is gome; the foundation of the building is
destroyed ; wisdom, beauty and strength are departed; and
Ichabod may be engraven on its ruins. Bereft of it, Masonry
is of a truth bankrupt. Its traditions have no certainty; its
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philosophy has no divinity; its precepts have no sanctions;
its signs have no significancy ; and its very verbiage is without
a glossary. But there, and there, and there, it lies. Un-
clasped, unscreened, wide open, with the effulgence of its
Author flooding every page with light, it invites your con-
sideration and your confidence. The first ray of Masonic
light, as it fell upon your eyes, turned them, and the in-
telloct to which they are the inlets, to that precious basis of
all your heaven-born and immortal hopes. '

This fact reveals the secret of the hostility that so many
evince towards the Order. Can you wonder why Carlyle and
Paine, et hoc genus omne, opposed and stigmatized it? Atheism
must ever be its deadliest foe ; cold scepticism would shiver to
death rather than derive heat from any luminary that shines
by light reflected from that central orb, the Word of God.
Every man and every scheme that would close or exclude
Revelation from the common eye and the common intelligence,
naturally, because necessarily, must condemn Freemasonry.

It might, not inappropriately, be asked, How is it that
Masonry is found in countries and among men where the light
of divine truth shines not? How is it that it is found amid
the Indians in America, the Mahometans in Turkey and Syria,
and the Brahmins on either side of the Ganges? Its existence
proves two things—first, the truth of Masonic tradition ; and,
secondly, the antiquity of the Order. Not long since, some of
you heard, in this very place, from an intelligent officer recently
returned from the East, that he obtained admission into a Lodge
of Dervishes in Constantinople, and their customs, traditions,
signs, and secrets were identical with our own. Yea, they
urged upon him, and through him on British Masons, the ad-
vantages this country derived from the East, and particalarly
from the light of Masonry, as an argument of their claims to be
aided in their designs to obtain secular education through the
intervention of our Order. . In all countries there is mixed up
with the superstitions of their religion the faint glimmerings



12

of truth. Before the dispersion of the human family, all had
access to the Law of God; and from sire to son fragments
of it passed down the stream of time. The dispersion of
the Ten Tribes carried much truth to the countries where
Providence conducted them. Jews have made their way to
many lands: so that we have several ways to account for
the diffusive character of our Order. Without assuming that
the Bible was borne to all who are possessed of Masonry,
we can readily understand how those portions of it which
are the landmarks of the system could be communicated, and
then traditionally preserved amongst them.

I am not to be interpreted as affirming that Masonry is
an equivalent for Christianity, or that it is a synonym for
Religion. I consider no man religious who is not the subject
of gracious influence. Masoury puts forth no pretensions to &
religious character, as though it were a sect. Its most enthu-
giastic admirers and adherents claim for it no warrant of
inspiration, no possession of infallibility. The Bible sends no
man to Masonry; but Masonry does send thousands to the
Bible: and whilst it professes not to teach religion directly,
it is indirectly the instrumentality by which many have been
guided into the way of peace. It is far from being the rival
of Revelation. Temperance societies are not opposed to or
inconsistent with Religion, although Religion does inculcate so-
briety. Benevolent societies are not opposed to or incon-
sistent with religion, although religion does teach ¢ good will
to men.” Good men may and do unite to give prominence
to some peculiar grace or virtue of religion. What harm, then,
in men banding together to educate each other in intellect
and heart—to assuage as much of mortal woe as they can—
to pluck as many thorns as possible from the pillows on which
rests the head of humanity—to strew all the flowers they can
gather along the path of man’s pilgrimage? What apology
is necessary for uniting to soothe the widow’s sorrows and
dry the orphan’s tears? Will men be angry that we would
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see smiles on every face, and happiness in every home? Our
laws place upon us the blessed and beautiful nocessity to ‘ bear
each other’s burdens—to weep with those who weep ;”—where
help is needed, to help with the liberal hand, and, when we
cannot do so, to help with a loving heart, in the contribution
of an honest sympathy.

This, then, Brethren, is the first great moral of Masonry.
Read and study your Bible. Approach your conscience, in-
tellect, and heart to its hallowing influences. Let no flicker-
ing taper of earth be palmed upon you for its steady light.
Should men hold up the rushlight of their own conceits to
illume your journey heavenwards, say to them, as Diogenes
said to Alexander, “ Get out of my light!” Let down your
whole sonl to the depth of its mysteries. In the noble inde-
pendency of thought which it breeds and fosters, journey
to its farthest boundaries; examine into its sublimest spe-
culations ; expatiate amidst its most glorious revelations ; dare
the boldest flights ; dig into its unvisited mines of golden truth ;
constantly read, prayerfully study, and perseveringly practise
its inestimable contents.

Masonry adopts, as its text of Ethics, the Scripture’s own
comprehensive abridgment of its contents—Love to God and
love to man. The stereotyped code of Masonic moral prin-
ciples is an apposite comment on the text. That exposition
reveals the fact that the true Mason is no blasphemer. If
ever you hear dishonor done to the Sacred Name by any
brother, he has been surprised into an incomsistency, or is
shamefully guilty of a crime. Few things in the Order
gratify me more than the reveremce entertained for the Blessed
Name. This is as it should be. The awful name JEEOVAR
was never pronounced by the lips of a true Israelite. But
once a year was it spoken, and that by the High Priest, when
on the day of annual expiation he issned from the presence
of the SmHEkINAH, and pronounced the annual benediction upon
the worshipping and waiting assembly. -When the great Name
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occurred in writing, the Hebrews used another name, and for
the sublime Ye-ho-wakh used the less awful Adonai. That
amiable philosopher, Robert Boyle, never mentioned one of
the designations of the Deity that he did not lift his hat,
if he had been covered, or pause solemnly, if bare-headed.
Masons surely will not lose sight of this precept, which is so
honouring to their Maker, and so becoming to themselves:—
¢ Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain.”

And, however it may sound in the ears of some, it is an in-
disputable fact, that the true Mason is a man of prayer.
However unhappily lost sight of, prayer has its place in the
morals of your system. Yom are taught to “implore His
aid on all your lawful undertakings, and to look up to Him
in every emergency, for comfort and support.” The religious
ritual of Masonry is, in my humble judgment, unexceptionably
orthodox, and scripturally catholic. Its liturgy is simple, brief,
and beautifnl. No Lodge can commence or terminate its labors
without prayer for the Divine presence and blessing. All its
works are hallowed to Him, and all its rewards are from Him
sought. Perhaps there is no consideration that onght to exer-
cise such a holy and wholesome influence on your conduct, as
that you profess, in your circulated exposition of morality, to
be actuated by the religious principle. Of all the anomalies
that exist, none is more striking—painfully striking—than in-
decorous conduct associated with the ceremony of prayer. That
it is ever so, is matter of regret; that it shall not be so, should
be the purpose of every brother.

Brotherly love is, in a high sense, the beautiful precept of
the Order. Selfishness, the weed that grows luxuriantly in
the soil of the human heart, is sought to be eradicated from
the heart of every Mason. Selfishness is a sin, love is a
virtue; yea, the parent of all the virtues. The principle of
selfishness is contraction; the principle of love is expansion—
that, like a vortex, channels every stream to its own fulness ;
this, like a perennial spring, welling up, and running over,
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carries refreshing and fertilizing influences along every bank
its waters lave, and every field its supplies irrigate. Selfish-
ness is the centre of its own world ; the end of its own existence.
Love lives but to bless, and in blessing others has its chiefest
joy. Masonry is & school for the affections. Those who are
worthy of regard are found within its ranks; those whose
regards are of real value are numbered among its votaries.
This duty is emblematically exhibited in the Sgquare. The
use of this instrument in operative masonry is familiar to every
one. With us it is the symbol of moral rectitude. It gives
visibility and impressiveness to the precept, ‘Thou shalt love
thy neighbour as thyself.” In the formation of character it
is ever needed, and constantly to be applied. In our initia~
tion, it is assumed that we aim at the attainment of Masonic -
completeness. Modestly plastic, we would be shaped after the
pure Masonic model. Interstices we would have filled up;
excrescences removed ; and, having the life, we would seek
to possess both the face and form of the Fraternity. It is a
lesson to watch the builder, so careful in applying his square
to every corner of the wall he raises, yea, to every stone he
fixes. Improve upon it. Not only to the labours of a day,
but to the acts, and words, and thoughts of every moment,
lay the square of “doing to others what you would they
should do unto yow,” and you will raise an edifice more
stately, more durable, more precious than lordly ball or princely
palace ; for infinitely more glorious is

¢ The living temple of the heart of man
Than Rome’s sky-mocking vault, or many-spired Milan.”

Our laws detail our duties to our neighbour. We are taught
to “render him every kind office in our power, which justice
or mercy may require ; by relieving his distresses, soothing his
afflictions, and by always doing to him as we would he should
do to us” Now, the p , every kind office in our power,”
is a very comprehensive one.
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Many men seem to forget that principle is as much involved
in trifling things as in great things. Integrity is as much com-
promised in stealing a pin as a purse. Truth is offended,
whether the falsehood is little or great. The power and wis-
dom of God are as much seen in the microscope as in the teles-
cope. The latter brings distant worlds of wonderful magni-
ficence within the grasp of finite intelligence; while the former
exalts the veriest nothings of existence into objects of amaze-
ment. The principle of gravitation is as much operative in
moulding a tear into a pearl of sensibility, as when restraining
within their orbits the central suns of the grandest systems. The
same power that is seen scooping ocean’s bed into a sub-
lime concavity, drills a human hair into a perfect tube. The
same power that adorns the horizon with braids of gold, and
fringes morning’s clouds with orient glory, is at work in the
exquisite pencilling of leaves and colouring of flowers. The
power that paints in matchless hues yonder bright bow of
promise which spans the vast concave of heaven, sets
forth in brighter than prismatic hues the wing of the eman-
cipated chrysalis. I wish to make this thought impressive, for
it is in trifles that men fail in duty; and it is in matters
seemingly trivial that service can be rendered to our fellow-
men. Who would not go even out of his way to extricate
a brother from an emergency 7 Why, coamon manhood would
take monster strides to hasten to a brother in distress. The
intelligence of a friend’s calamity would open up instinctively
the sluices of fraternal sympathy! Sublime morals are rarely
neglected ; little duties are most lost sight of. I am not the
advocate of exclusive dealing. The common-sense dictate of
every man is to buy in the cheapest market. No man is
bound to allow himself to be imposed on. But this I do say,
that the law of the Order obliges every member to give pre-
ference to a brother. If you can procure any necessary of life
on equally advantageous terms from a Mason as from another
man, you are bound to your course of action. ¢ Every kind
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office in your power,” leaves you no option. The simple
question is, shortly, Will he benefit by this? An answer
from conscience in the affirmative obliges you to supply your-
self with all you require in the marts of brethren. The com-
modity needed may be a trifle; but I have shown you that
principle is no trifle. If stealing a pennyworth involves the
principle of honesty, buying a pemnyworth involves the prin-
ciple of benevolence.

Now, this i8 not ‘“mercy;” it is justice. ='We owe to our
brother every kind office in our power. And if, in the light
of duty, as here described, his conduct would be considered
reprehensible who would pass by a brother in the every-day
dealings of life, what shall be said of a professing Mason who
defrauds ? Reverses of fortune are incident to trade. In the
battle of life there are many falls and fortunes. Sympathy is
traly felt for one who, despite all his diligence, is constrained
to yield under the pressure of misfortune. But where there
is an imprudent course of action, living beyond means pos-
seesed, rash and reckless speculation, neglect of business, or
a love of pleasure—where there is the betrayal of confidence,
the entangling of a brother in one’s perplexities—we have no
language to describe the criminality; no power of words to
peint the sin. Let the truth be made known—give it bold
relief upon the ground of Ethical Masonry, that he who wit-
tingly defrands, who knowingly involves a brother in his own
wreck, is no Freemason! He has forfeited the confidence,
excited the disgust, and betrayed the homour of his brethren!

While on the subject of the duty we owe to our brethren, it may
not be out of place to say a few words upon a matter connected
with it. It has forcibly pressed upon my mind that brethren
interpret with too great latitude the saving provision which
our laws make for their absence from lodge-meetings. Every
brother is, or ought to be, a bond fide member of a Lodge.
Obedience to the Master's summons is a sine gua non in
Masonic fidelity. Very distinctly the circumstances are stated



I submit it to comscience if mere respect for the Eterality of a
precept ought to conceal its real spirit? It is also worth while
to enquire how far any mere incidental occurrence ought to be
regarded as sanctioning absence from Lodge. It will be appa-
rent that no engagement should be made, or invitation accepted,
that could interfere with the ordinary lodge-meeting. The
man who prefers the festive board of private hospitality to
the instructive meeting of a well-regulated Lodge has his coun-
terpart in the tradesman who apologizes for his absence from work
by saying that he was dining with a friend. Regularity in attend-
ing the meetings of the Lodge, and punctuality in observing the
hour of meeting, must commend themselves to every brother, who
remembers that he has appropriated the designation of a class
with which these virtues are matters of necessity. Laugh not
at the man who runs with his letters when the mail is closed ;
who bustles to the wharf as the gangway is withdrawn; who
arrives at the terminus as the ¢ whistle” announces departure.
Pity the spirit that is so forgetful of punctuality, and determine
that the Tyler shall have a sinecure, so far as disturbing the
business of the Lodge on your account can be avoided.

% Mercy” has its calls and claims upon Masonic activities.
This is but a modification of that love which is the Boul of
the Fraternity. It sympathizes with affliction, pities distress,
and speeds to assist. Does a brother sorrow ? We weep with
him who weeps. Is he in suffering ? We divide the endurance
by & generous sympathy. Is he overtaken by adversity? The
warm heart speaks eloquently to the ready hand; and the
ready hand, as if galvanized by its electric contact with the
excited heart, presses the spring of the purses; and though
cold, calculating prudence may whisper her own grudgings, the
donation is but restricted to ability, and generously proportioned
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to the emergency. Every brother’s head must rest upon a pillow
softened by a God-honouring brotherly love. Deep must be the
distress which the cord of love cannot fathom ; intricate must
be the labyrinth that love cannot thread! Her quick eye can
penetrate the anguished heart, though proudly it would hide
its sorrows behind \a smiling brow. Masonry has not till now
abstained from rearing her monuments to Mercy. Your com-
mittees of charity can testify to what extent the wants of needy
brethren have been supplied ; and how many widows have been
made grateful for the existence of the Order. Behold yonder
monument to Mercy, wherein the orphans of your brethren have
an asylum and a home. What heart rejoices not in passing
along its corridors, in visiting its dormitories, in glancing at
its larder, in looking on the smiling faces, the lovely indices
of happy hearts ; in listening to the touching words uttered in
accents of sweetest song, in which they are taught to tell their
gratitude, and send their thanks to Heaven? “In scenes like
these” may your principles be ever manifest, and your honours
ever found !

But the Ethics of Masonry respect ourselves. Duty to one’s-
self is never to be neglected. The emblem of this law is
the pair of Compasses. This is a mathematical instrument
for describing circles and measuring lines. Its symbolic use
is to confine the appetites within legitimate bounds. The
proper radius is to be scripturally ascertained. One branch is
fixed in the heart, and the other extended to sweep a cir-
cumference within which is found the area of personal gratifi-
cations. Outside that circle passions or interests must not be
permitted to betray you.

Freemasonry is friendly, rather than opposed to emjoyment.
In this its rules harmonize with Revelation. Hypocrisy has its
own code and key of interpretation. It travesties Christianity,
It sees every man and every thing in the obscurity of its own
dark heart. It has no sympathy with gladness. The genial
warmth of honesty it hates. Smiles frighten it ; a ringing laugh,
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the instinctive outbreak of a spirit brimful of joy, is as the
knell of a ruined soul. But real, divine religion, makes the
heart good, and then invites to present joy. * Rejoice ever-
more,” i8 its oft-repeated call.  Be happy,” is the golden thread
inwoven with the whole texture of Christianity. Are we,
then, to be precluded from social pleasures ? Are we, in
misanthropic churlishness, to exist as cyphers in creation ?
Retirement from social intercourse can never effect the purpose
of existence—

“ God never made a solitary man,
'Twould mar the harm'ny of His general plan.”

And again—

“ He who a hermit is resolved to dwell,
And bid this social life a long farewell,
Is impious.”

Cultivate society as much as you can. Associate with the true
and good among your fellow-men. Walk with the wise, and you
shall become wiser. Be a companion of the cheerful, and you will
be the happier still. But avoid excess. There is a word, often
used in speaking of gratification, that is very objectionable ; it
is the word passion. Now, passion and emotion are distin-
guishable. The simple emotion is lawful ; since, for every natural
appetite our Maker has provided a corresponding gratification.
But passion implies suffering, and is sinful. The emotion of
pleasure is legitimate; when it is sought after, so as to be-
come a passion, it is wrong. All passions, being intemperance,
are forbidden. All around the circle within which emotions
are confined, “Beware of passion,” is legible to a brother's
eye.

If there appear any evil tendencies in our mode of festivity,
they are easily remedied and avoided. How ? By respecting
Masonic law. Look at that important officer, the Junior Warden.
‘What is his business? “To call the brethren from labour to
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refreshment, and from refreshment to labour.” Refreshment is &
department of Masonic duty. The festive board is under official
supervision. The habit, if it be one, of closing the Lodge, and
then retiring to refreshment, is unconstitutional. Were the rules
properly observed, the brethren having discreetly partaken of the
good things of life—having enjoyed ¢ the feast of reason and the
flow of soul”—the Junior Warden, at the opportune moment,
would, at the command of the Worshipful Master in the chair,
call from ¢ refreshment to labour.” Profit, as well as pleasure,
would invariably be realized. A return to usages in keeping
with the spirit and letter of the institution, will go far to remedy
the only evil which exists in practical Freemasonry. Then, at
an hour not too late, every brother will be where duty calls ard
inclination guides—at his own fireside—to reflect upon a happy
home the virtues of his Craft. The affections, schooled in the
Lodge, are directed to their proper objects, the family circle ; for—
% With all the faults and follies of the race,
01d home-bred virtues hold their not unhonoured place.”

The cultivation of the mind is presented as the proper employ-
ment of the brethren. A Lodge masonically managed is a
school of philosophy. We have no sympathy with German
Jlluménism—the invention of designing men, who would have made
genuine Masonry the tool of their own ends. But wisdom we
profess to teach—the wisdom that fits for life, and that ensures
happiness. It is impossible for a Mason to be inquiring and not
intelligent. Tracing the progress, and looking to the origin of
the Order, will bear us back along the stream of history, and bring
the mind in contact with the principal events of the world. The
origin and progress of the Order is not now before us. I only
refer to it as an illustration of the ancillary relation of Masonic
research to polite education. Masonic Lodges, in some foreign
countries, are styled Academies. The Order was the depdt of
learning in the dark or middle ages; and yet, in some countries,
Masonry is synonymous with Geometry. It derives its very name
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from scientific architecture. For want of some knowledge of its
history, the dignity of the Order is lost sight of. The trade of
a mason, though useful and honourable, is not the origin of our
name. It is from our Order that a man who is engaged in
building a stone wall is called a mason. It is a mistake to cite
the French word magon as the source of the term. Barbarous
Latin has been consulted, and machio, & machinist, is given as its
derivation ; because machines were necessary in raising ponderous
stones to their allotted place in the edifice. I have met with
another theory. Maceria is the name of long fence-walls which
enclose vineyards; and hence it is said, Mason est maceriarum
constructor—a mason is a builder of fence-walls. An old word
for house is mas ; with some plausibility, therefore, it is said, a
mason i8 one who builds masses, or houses. Perhaps the
brethren would wish me to express my own opinion. Then it is
this :—The word is derived from the secrecy and exclusiveness
observed in our Lodges. Every Lodge is guarded by a Tyler.
It is supposed that he is armed. Formerly his protective
weapon was a club. The old Latin for this was maga ; it is the
word yet in Spain. The meaning of maca is club, or mace—the
club borne by corporate bodies. Because, therefore, bodies of
architects, including all trades necessary for effecting or carrying
out their plans, preserved their secrets by deliberating within a
closed and guarded Lodge—a Lodge guarded by the macon—
Mason was the designation of every brother, and Masonry the name
of the noble system. At what time persons not masons by pro-
fession sought admission into the Order, I cannot tell ; but it must
have been at an early date. The records of a Lodge at War-
rington, so old as 1648, note the admission of Colonel Main-
waring and the great amtiquary, Mr. Ashmole. Charles I,
Charles II., and James IL., were initiated. Al such were “ac-
cepted ;” hence, ‘ accepted Masons ;” and, as & mark of respect
and confidence, were admitted to all the privileges of the Craft,
and hence, “free.” From this, then, wo have the designation,
¢ free and accepted Masons.”
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I might give you many illustrations of the facilities
afforded by the Order to impart instruction, but I must
not be tedious. Anxious to encourage and assist my brethren
in this Lodge of Instruction—sympathizing with the pur-
pose of our amiable and talented Deputy Grand Master, to
revive the Order to all its wonted moral grandeur—I have re-
sponded to his call, and submit to your consideration these views
of the Morals of Freemasonry. I wish I could have done this
duty better, for your sake and the sake of the cause; but I have
done my best, under all circumstances, and make no apology.

Brethren, the character of the Order is in your hands. Its
principles are beautiful, as you know. Illustrate them in your
whole lives. As the picture is more elegant when it is elegantly
framed, and as the diamond is more beautiful when it is beautifully
set, 80 let the principles of Masonry become attractive by the
blamelessness of your lives, the consistency of your conduct, and
fidelity to your obligations. ~Let not your resolves evaporate in
sentiment. Duty is before you. Opportunity is given to you.
Great is your mission! Ambition can have no holier end than
yours! Oh! live not uselessly, that yon may not eventually
regret, with bitterness—all the more bitter that the regret is
useless—that your life has been misspent :—

¢'Tis a mournful story,
Thus in the ear of pensive Eve to tell
Of Morning’s firm resolve the vanished glory,
Hope’s honey left within the withering bell,
And plants of mercy dead, that might have blonmed so well.”



‘WE meet upon the level and we part upon the square—

What words of precious meaning those words Masonic are!
Come let us contemplate them—they are worthy of a thought—
With the highest and the lowest and the rarest they are fraught.

‘We meet upon the level, tho’ from every station come,

The king from out his palace, and the poor man from his home—
For the one must leave his diadem outside the Mason’s door,

And the other finds his true respect upon the checkered floor.

‘We part upon the square—for the whole world must have its due,
‘We mingle with its multitude, a cold, unfriendly crew ;

But the influence of our gatherings in memory is green,

And we long upon the level to renew the happy scene.

There's a world where all are equal ; we are hurrying toward it fast,
We shall meet upon the level there when the gates of death are past ;
‘We shall stand before the Orient, and our Master will be there

To try the blocks we offer with His own unerring square.

‘We shall meet upon the level there ; but never thence depart ;
There's a mansion—'tis all ready for each trusting, faithful heart ;
There's a mansion and a welcome, and a multitude i8 there,

‘Who have met upon the level and been tried upon the square.

Let us meet upon the level, then, while labouring patient here,
Let us meet, and let us labour, tho' the labour be severe;
Already in the western sky the signs bid us prepare

To gather up our working tools and be tried upon the square.

Hands round, ye faithful Masons all, the bright fraternal chain ;
Ye part upon the square below to meet in heaven again.

Oh! what words of precious meaning those words Masonic are,
‘We meet upon the level and we part upon the square !
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le.lg-Be With an Engraving.—18. The Deliverance of the Israelites from their Egyptian
Bon

With an Engraving.
SECOND DEGREE.
Lecture l:.—OndnSymbolied References contained in the Masonic Lectures.—15. The

g ng Temple.—
16, The Fellow-craft’s -Board Explained. With an Engraving.—17. The Sym-
bolical Reference of the Two Pillars at the Entrance of Solomon’s ~18. The Grand
Architect’s 8ix Periods.—19. Jephtha and the E| .—920. On the Origin and
Practical Application of the Number Seven.—31. The S8i tion of the Letter G.—
23, The ln\mdmom of the River Nile.—23. The Jews in the Promised Land amn‘lng
gm True for the Spurious Freemasonry.—24. The Third Grand Offering. With
ngraving.

Lectures in Volume II,
THIRD DEGREE,

Lecture 35.—A General View of all the Orders and Degrees of Masonry which are
Ecﬁwd at the present time. With an Engraving.—26. .'l‘he ‘Tracing-Board of the Third
With an Engraving.—27. nd of the Degree, its Origin and Symbolical
Appliudon .—28, The Nature and of Freemasonry before the Flood.—29. Worldly
Possessions.—30. The Holy Lo ith an Engraving.—3l. The Sacred Lodge.—
32. The Decorations of the Tem and the 8 of King S ‘s Wealth.—33. The
Ak of the Covenant. With an ngnvm.
THE ROYAL ARCH AND ITS SUBSIDIARY DEGREES.
‘Lecture 34,—On the Increase of Freemasonry since its Revival in 1717.—35. The Royal
Arch Trwini.nond Wxth an Engl:vmg =306, The Ineffable De, .—87. The Sacred
Roll of W, Engra —38, The Captivity in Babylon.—389. The Grand
and Royal Lodge.—40. ‘l‘he Second Temple —41. The Burning Bush.—42. The Fall md
mmm of our Fiut Pm —43. '.l‘hc Priestly Orders. With Two Engral

44. The T Name.—45. The Camp of Israel. nh
an E:,nving.—w. The Bumen of the Twslve Tribes. With an Engnvin —47. The
le Tau.—49. The D of the Scept m Judah,

‘With an Engraving. —-50 A Corollary.—51. General Index.

#*,% A few copies left of the Second Volume, sold separately
price £1. 3s. in boards. !




PUBLISHED BY BRO. R. SPENCER! 46, GREAT QUREN STREET.

Demy 8vo., price 10s. 6d. ; royal 8vo., 12s. (post free), bound in dlue
’ cloth, witk gilt Masonic tooling,

A NEW EDITION, WITH CONSIDERABLE IMPROVEMENTS,

THE ANTIQUITIES OF FREEMASONRY ;

COMPRISING

Illustrations of the Five Grand Periods of Masonry, from the Creation of the
World to the Dedication of King Solomon’s Temple.

CONTENTS,

PrEFACE.— Introducing a Chronological List of Grand Masters and
Patrons, from the time of the Anglo-Saxons to the present. Pemion 1,
Cuarrer 1.—On Masonic Tradition. Cmar. 2.—View of Masonry as it
existed from the Creation of the World to the time of Enoch. Prrrop 2,
CHAP. 3.—On the Origin of the Arts and Sciences. Cuar. 4.—View of
Masonry from Enoch to the Universal Deluge. Pemiop 3, Cuar. 5.—On
the Spurious as contrasted with the True Freemasonry. Crar. 6.—View of
Masonry from the Universal Deluge to the Offering of Isaac. Pgriop 4,.
Cuar. 7.—On Symbolical Instruction. Cmar. 8.—View of Masonry from
the Offering of Isaac to the Deliverance from Egyptian Captivity. Peniob 5,
Cuar. 9.—On the Five Points of Pellowship. Cuar. 10.—View of Masonry
from the Deliverance to the Dedication of King Solomon’s Temple.

¢‘In the re-examination of the ¢ Antiguities,’ our learned author has proved that he has
not lived in vain to revise his own l&mm. The present edition is embellished by that
strength of mind which graces intelligence, and imparts a charm to his masterly advocacy
of truth.’’—Freemasons’ Quarterly Review.

¢ To-the Craftsman, ¢ The A ities of Freemasonry® will be an invaluable treasure,
nor need it be restricted to the Brethren of the mystic tie; to the uninitiated also, to
whom ¢ nothing but the key is wanting,’ it will be a book full of interest, conveying much
information of the most curious and hle ch: '~ Lincoln Chronicle.

Demy 8vo., price 1s. (post free),
AN APOLOGY FOR THE FREEMASONS;

Respectfully submitted to the consideration of those Clergymen who doubt
the propriety of allowing the use of their Churches for Masonic Celebrations.
Being the substance of Three Articles in the ¢ Freemasons’ Quarterly
Review,’’ on the Religious Tendency of the Order. With large Additions.

¢ Masonic Faith ‘eknavledge. the Holy Bible to be the Word of God, that it was

b; d ly inspired, and ls the whole duty of man, It exhibits the
nature, cter, and perfe of God, as tially and infinitely llent, and
_Huneit‘ as & Being in whom all our holy affeetions should ultimately centre. Masonry,
in the strongest and most impressive language, inculeates the same interesting traths.
The Serip i pre love to God, and universal benevolence to all mankind.
'ghm are the first duties impressed on the heart of a Mason.”’—Town's

asonry.
*‘The author has revised those articles and made considerable additions; the form of
the pamphlet will, no doubt, extend the circulation beyond the readers of the F.Q.R.,and
prinei‘plel of Freemasonry far and wide, in refutation of the unfounded attacks
upon its purity.’’ —Freemasons® Quarterly Review. 2
a
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WORKS ON FREEMASONRY, BY DR. OLIVER,

Zn 5 vols., 12mo., £1. 14s. (post free), bound in blue cloth, with gilt \
Masonic tooling,

THE GOLDEN REMAINS OF THE EARLY

MASONIC WRITERS ;
EDITED BY DR. OLIVER.

The Masonic Writings of our Brethren in the last century are few in
number, and bhave become, with the exception of Hutchinson’s ¢ Spirit of
Musonry,”” and Preston’s * Illustrations,’” extremely scarce and insccessible.
They are, however, of great value, inasmuch as they delineate the gradual
improvements of the Order, and mark the process by which it imperceptibly
disarmed its adversaries, and converted them into firm and active friends.
For many years after the great revival in 1717, Freemasonry was considered
a paradox beyond the comprebension of ordinary capacities. The world
wondered, as the mystical Institution silently forced itself into notice, and
ventured to assail it with the shafts of ridicule. Indeed, so much impor¢ance
was attached to it, that even Hogarth and Swift did not disdain to joim im
the hostile array. The clamour was, however, allayed by the judicious
efforts of Anderson, Dunckerley, Desaguliers, Martin Clare, Calcott, Smith,
Inwood, and other gifted Brothers, who quietly explained its principles, and
directed public notice to the virtues which it inculcated, and to the symbols
in which they were imbedded and preserved. Many valuable fragments are
unfortunately lost, but the Remains are amply sufficient to excite the atten -
tion of the Fraternity. Under these circumstances, the Publisher conceives
that he shall render an acceptable service to the Craft, by collecting the
scittered rays of light, and bringing them into one focus, that they may
cqutribute their aid to the general illustration of our noble science.

The First Volume, price 6s. 6d.
MASONIC INSTITUTES. By Various AUTHORs.
CONTENTS.
An Introductory Essay on the Masonic Literature of the Eighteenth Century.
-+ By the Editor.

Lecture 1. On the Rise and Progress of the Order. No date.—2. A Defence of Masonry.
By the Rev. James Anderson, D.D., S.G.W., published 1730.—3. On the Advantages
enjoyed by the Fraternity. By Martin Clare, Esq., A M., F.R.S,, D.G.M. 1741.—
4. Jn the Connection between Masonry and Religion. By Rev. C. Brockwell. 1749.—
5. On the Social Virtues of Freemasonry. By Isaac Head, Exq. 1752.—6. A Search
after Truth. Delivered at Gloucester, before the Lodge No. 95. 1752.—7. Oa Masonic
Light, Truth, and Charity. By Thomas Dunckerley, Esq., P.G.M., and G. Sng. for
Fourteen Counties. 1757.—8. The Moveable Jewels illustrated by the Aid of Moral
WW Anonymous.—9. On the Government of the Lodge. By John Whitmash,
Eug., W.M. 1765.—10. On the Design of Masonry. By John Codrington, Esq.,
D.P.G.M. 1770.—11. On the Masonic Duties. By the Rev. R. Green, of Durham.
1776.—12. On Brotherly Love. By the Rev. John Hodgets, A.M. 1784,

The Second Volume, price 6s. 6d.

MASONIC PRINCIPLES. By WiLLiam Cavrcorr, P.M,, 1769; AxD
Carr. G. Surrn, Prov. G.M. ror KenT, 1783,

CONTENTS.

An Introductory Essay on the Social Position of Symbolical Masonry in the Eighteenth
Century. By the Editor.

Lecture 1. On the Advantages of Society. (Calcott.)—2. On Primitive Freemasonry.
Calcott.)—3. The Sanctions of the Masonic Order explained. (Calcott.)—4. The Slan.
erers of Masonry reprehended. (Calcott.)—5. On the Egyptian Hmrogl{rhicu. (Smith.)

——6. The Symbols of Masonry explained. (Calcott.)—7. On the Building of Masonic
Halls. (Calcott.)—8. On the operative Principles of Masonry. (Calcott.)—9. Eulogium
on Freemasonry. (Smith.)—10, Reasons why Ladies are excluded from our ges.
(Smith.)—11. On Masonic Charity. (Smith.)—12, Masonic Precepts. (Anonymous.)
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PUBLISHED BY BRO. R. SPENCER, 36, GREAT QUEEN STREET.

The Third Volume, Price 7s.
. MASONIC PERSECUTION. By Various AUTHORS.

CONTENTS.

An Introductory Essay on the U and Customs of Symbolical Masonry in the
i yEighum:h.s:m . By the Editor,

Chapter 1. Detection of Dr. Plot’s A t of the Fr 1755.—32. An A
for the Free and Accepted Masons. Occasioned by their persecution in the ton
of Berne, &c. 1738.—3. An impartial Examination of the Act of the Associated S8ynod
of Scotland against the F 1757.—4. The sufferings of John Coustos in the
Inquisition, on account of his being a Freemason, in 1745.—8. Answer to an Attack on
Freemasonry in the ‘‘ Gentleman’s Magazine.”” 1795.—6. The Misrepresentation of
Barruel refuted. 1795.—7. Modern Persecutions of Freemasoury.

N.B. The above *‘ Apology’’ (Chap. 2) excited so much interest at the time it was
written, as to be translated into all the continental languages ; and was at length prohi-
bited by a Papal Decree, and condemned to be publicly burned at Rome by the mzlhur

_of justice,

The Fourth Volume, Price 7s.

MASONIC DOCTRINES. By tHe Rev. Jeraro INwoobp,
P.G. CuarLaIN ror KENT. 1793,

CONTENTS.
An Introductory Essay on the Masonic Tests of the Eighteenth Century, By the Editor.

Sermon 1. On Unity amongst Masons.—2. The Masonic Obligetim.—a. On Fraternal
Affection.—4. Masons ought to be Virtuous.—5. On Sudden th.—6. On Brotherly
Love.—7. On the Dedication of Masonic Edifices.—8. Preparation for Death.—9. The
True Character of a Mason.—10. The Christian Duties ded and enforced by
JFreemasonry.—11. The Mason’s Lodge a School of Virtue and Sci 12. The M
Jewels.—18. On Masonic Charity.—14. The Humility of a Mason.—~15. On Scripturg
Masonry. Anonymous. 1787.

The Fifth Volume, Price 7s.

MASONIC MORALITY. By THE REv. THADDEUs MAsoN HARrris,
PAsT GRAND CHAPLAIN oF THE GrAND LopeGE or
MASSACHUSETTS., 1794,

CONTENTS.

An Introductory Essay on the Cypher Writing used by the Masons of the Eightcenth
Century. By the Editor.

Discourse 1. On the Design of Freemasonry.—2. On the Religious Character of Free-
masonry.—3. On the Pe ul Genius of Freemasonry.—4. On the Charitable Purposes of
&

y.—5. F y Glorified.—6. Masonic Emblems Explained.—7. On illus~
trating our Profession by Example.—8. On preserving the Credit of the Institution.—
9. Answer of some popular Objections to Freemasonry.—10. Examination of the mod

Prejudices against Freemasonry.—11. On the best Way of defending it.—13. Valedi .
—13. A Masonic Eulogy.—14. A Masonic Charge.—15. On the Tessera Hospitalis of the
ent Romans.

From a perusal of the Contents of the ¢ Golden Remains,”” the intelligent
reader will be at no loss to discover that the sole intention of the publisher is
to reproduce the sentiments and opinions of the Old Masonic Writers, that
the unalterable character of the sublime Order, in its fundamental principles,
may be apparent to every inquirer, and the labour of an accurate investiga-
tion lightened by a concentration of the OLp LigHTS into one pure and
accessible focus.

Each volume is complele in itself, and sold separately.



WORKS ON FREEMASONRY, BY DR. OLIVER,

In 12mo0., grice is. 6d. ( post free), Masonic gili cloth,
THE SPIRIT OF MASONRY,
BY BROTHER W. HUTCHINSON, F.S.A.
A NEW EDITION, WITH COPIOUS NOTES, CRITICAL AND EXPLANATORY,
BY DR. OLIVER.

This new edition is dedicated to the Grand Lodges of England, Ireland,
Scotland, and to the Craft in general, and originally sanctioned by Lord
Petre, G.M., and the Grand Lodge in 1766.

CONTENTS.
Introductory Dissertation on the State of Fi y in the Eighteenth Century, by
the Editor.—The Design.—On the Rites, Ceremonies, and Institutions of the Ancients.

—The Nature of the Lodge.~Furniture of the Lodge.—The Apparel and Jewels of
Masons.—The Temple of J: lem.—On G try.—The Master Mason’s Order.—The

Seerecy of Masons.—On Charity.—On Brotherly Love.—On the Occupations of Masons.—
A Corollary.

APPENDIX.

A. A Charge for the Festival of 8t. John.—B. An Address for a Voluntary Contribution.
«=C. An Address to s Body of Freemasons.—D. An Address after the Expulsion of a
Member.—E. A Charge by the W.M. on leaving the Chair.—F. A Charge delivered on
the Installation of a W.M.—G. An Address to the Newly Installed Officers.—H. An
Oration at the Dedication of a New Masonic Hall.—I. An Oration on Masonry.—K. An
Oration at the Dedication of Fi * Hall, in Sunderland, July 15th, 1778.—La.
Letter from Mr. Locke to the Earl of Pembroke.—M. An Old Manuseript on Masonry.—
N. Remarks on the Old M: ipt.—O. A Vindication of Fi y.—P. A Lesson

for Freemasons.

¢ The Freemasons will exclaim ‘ Io Triumphe I’ on the ap) of » new edition of
hi d d up and garnished by our friend Dr. Oliver. It must, indeed, be a
source of gratification to the Brethren, that such a means of inf ion on the subject of
Masonry g: been placed within their reach. The book contains illustrations on all the
chief points of Lodge business, We find lectures on the Nature of the Lodge and its
Furniture; on the Apparel and Jowels of Masons ; on the Temple of Jerusalem; on the
Master Mason’s Order ; on Secreey, Charity, and the Occupation of Masons, &c. What
can the Fraternity want further? And Jet, lest there should be any point left untouched,
the Editor has prefixed a copious Int, 'y Dissertation of the State of Freemasonry in
the Eighteenth Century. This part of the work ins much infc tion : and we have
been struck with some of its chief points. We recommend the perusal of the work to all
who wish to become acquainted with the true principles of Masonry.”’— Lincoln Standard,

. “ We are rejoiced to see F) y the sub of scientific inquiry and
research. The Spirit of Masonry has hrough | editions, but the present one is
illustrated with so much new matter in the form of notes, as to invest it with a new and
i ing character; and the Brethren—even those who possess any of the former editions
—will find s0 much valuable information in those appendages, and in the Introductory
fon, as may well induce them to b purch of the p edition ; in

2 mine of infé lon which will enrich

which, as the editor truly says, ¢ they will di
their minds with a know) of the great and valuable truths furnished by the
and philosophy of the Order.’ *’—Lincoln Chrenicle.
“‘ The pure spirit of Hutchinson would have rejoiced in the probability that, in a future
, his works should be i lized in the Annals of Masonry by the powerful pen of its
Dr. Oliver.”

“ We could almoat wish that every Masonic work was out of print, provided they could,
Kke the one before us, pass through Dr. Oliver’s alembic, and become thereby fresh, as
from ‘ pastures new.” As a Masonic work, Hutchinson and Oliver, united, are the
reviewer’s power—all is thought and bright imaginings. Let the aged Mason read and
R?nder;_let the tyro drink deap of the precious waters that sparkle with the lustre of

CAe " Nuarterly Review.
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In 13mo., price 7s. 6d. (post free), Masonic gilt cloth,

THE MASONIC MANUAL.
BY THE LATE REV. JONATHAN ASHE, D.D., M.M.
A NEW EDITION, WITH ANNOTATIONS AND REMARKS, BY DR. OLIVER,

CONTENTS.

Original Dedication. Dr. Ashe’s Address to
the Brethren. The Editor’s Address. Pro-
gramme of the Masonic Manual.

Argument 1.—On the Nature and Necessity
of the Masonie Society, and the Duty in-
cumbent on Masons to act as upright and

4 hon’ On thl:eg;np Nature, and Desi
rg. 2.— n, , and Design
of the Masonic Institution, and a Confuta-
tion of the many shameful and idle False-
hoods which are industriously propagated
by its Enemies.

Arg‘.l 8.—The Confutation of Falsehood con-
i ued,nand the Harmony and Oonglegﬁqn

Arg. 16.—O0n the Occupation of Masons, xnd
on the Evidence that their Occupation is
not a mere mechanical Labour, but the
Exercise of the best Quﬂiﬁa;fn the Mind.

3 pation of
Masons, and on the necessity of making
Charity and Brotherly Love gl first Prin-
ciples of those Occupations.

Arg. !9.;0:1 the.lnfeAmeu t:' be d:l“m
from the preceding Arguments ; and an
exhibition of the .gmud rays which are
M;gnonmll ly displayed in all and each
of them.

Ar'g‘. 19.—General Remarks ; including an

the of F P 'y
recomm

Deacription of the Ancient

8 of the Masonic Lectures ; a
Beracont
ies ; and the Charges used in the

ended.
Arﬁ. 4.—On the Absurdity of supposing that
asonry is a trifling Institution, and that
its Principles contain not.hinig”nlmble.
Arg. 8.— the Hi yphical
Parabolical and Symbolical Customs and

Ceremonies, Secret Words and Signs, with
the different Degrees of Pmbaﬁonu:kned
to them by Masons.

Arg. 6.—Of the Mosaic Work as a S{mbol,
and the Virtues of Faith, Hope, Charity,
Tem, ce, Fortitude, Prudence, Justice,
Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth, of the
Masonic Institutions,

Ar;i. 7.—On the Model or Ground-plan of

e Temple ; Jacob’s Ladder ; the Grand
Architect’s Six Periods; and Jephthah’s
Battle with the Ephraimites.

drg._s.——On t’!;e Seven l‘;ll)enl‘ Arts and

Logic,
Arithmetic, Geometry,

Music, Astro-
nomy ; and on the Six Arts and Sciences,
as blended in Astronomy.

Arg. 9.—On the Five Noble Orders of Archi-
tecture—the Tuscan, the Doric, the Ionic,

+ the Corinthian, and the Composite ; and
the Five Points of Masonic Fellowship
justly illustrated.

Ar&. 10.—On the Nature of the Lodge, and

e Original Institutions of the Broth

hood, interspersed with a variety of Meta-
physical Disquisitions, and Scientific
Allusions.

Arg. 11.—On the Furnitureof the Lodge, and
on the Apparel and Jewels used by the
official part of tﬂe Fraternity, t(l::: wholeillu-

with T
Arg. 12.—On the Letter G, and the Rela-
tion existing between G y and

the

Masonic Institution.

Arg. 13.—On the Human Faculties, and
particularly the Five External Senses;
with a short Analysis of their Masonic
Interpretation.

Arg. 14.—On the Master Mason’s Order and

tionin general : the whole displayed
in a professional and moral point of view.

Arg. 18.—On the Secrecy of Masons, and on

Evidences t:dprove that their Morality
was ori d:l ;eed_fnmtsh Sehool.;:{

Pythagoras, the Basilidean System,

the Druidical Law.

different Degrees. -
Arg. 20.—Argument on the first Masonic
Lecture given in & Lodge. The Declara-
tion to be mssented to. A Prayer used at
L"muu Dl::.'“chrge at Initiation into the
it 3
Arg. 21.—Solomon’s Invocation, and the
Seven Li Arts and Sci

Liberal
trative of the Second Masonic Lecture.
Arg. 22.—On the Third Masonic Lecture.
Prayer at Initiation. Charge at Initiation
into the Third Degree. Illustration of the
gii:ul))ry and Ceremonies connected with

egree.
Arg. 23.—On the Ancient Ceremonies of the
rder, The Manner of Constituting 8
Lodge. The C y of C
Ceremon%hof Installation.
Arg. 24.—The Ceremony observed at laying
e Foundation Stones of Public Struc-
tures. The Ceremony observed at the
Dedication of a Masons’ Hall, &c.
Ar{‘. 25.—On the Ceremony observed at
a iont

sonic Fu 1 ding to
Custom ; with the Service used on that
occasion at the present day.

Ar}v. 26.—A Charge on the Festival of St.

ohn, as delivered by a Brother Mason, at
a Meeting of the Order, on the Day named
after that Apostle.

Arg. 87.—An Address for a voluntary Con-

ibuti d ing the Fund for
Charity, and also for the Distribution of &
Collection to Diatressed Brethren.
Arg. 28.—Heads of a C! proper to be
iven to a newly-admitted Brother ; point-
ng out the Moral and the Masonic Duties
imposed upon every Member of the Order,
from the Hour of his Initiation.

Arg. 29.—An Address made to a Body of Free
and Aeceg:ed Muasons ; pointing out the
Virtues which they ought to cultivate, and
the Vices which they ought to avoid.

Arg. 30.—An Address delivered in a Lod,
of Free and Accepted Masons, immediate
after the Expulsion of a Member who b
been rep ly, but in vain, admonished
for theilliberal practice of Backbiting and




WORKS ON FREEMASONRY, BY DR. OLIVER,

In 12mo., price 48. (post free), bound in cloth,

THE HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY,
: FROM 1829 TO 1841.

THE FOLLOWING IS EXTRACTED FROM THE LEARNED DOCTOR’S PREFACE.

¢¢ In the execution of this little work, the Author professes a strict inde-
pendence of principle, and impartiality of action.

‘¢ Historical truth disclaims prejudice and partisanship; and whatever
opinions the Author may entertain as an individual Mason, he has en-
deavoured to preserve the strictest neutrality as an Annalist. How far he
Yoay have been successful will depend upon the opinion of his readers, He
Jas adbered most faithfully to that law of the Grand Lodge which prohibits
the printing of any private transactions that require to be withheld from the

ublic eye ; and has inserted no matter but what he has found in the printed
uarterly Communications of the Grand Lodge, or other sources equally
available for the purposes of discussion and remark.

¢ With this avowal, the work is committed to the judgment of the Craft ;
and, it is hoped, will be found not altogether uninteresting, as a detail of
Masonry in its most palmy and prosperous state.”’

¢ A marrative of the most important matt ted wi
1829 to the present day.’’—Athenzum, with the Craft, from the year
+ $“This is & work from the pen of the learned author of ¢ The History of Initiation,’ and
other able productions connected with Masonry. It ins much i ing infc i

d with the dings of the Brethren all over the world, having especial reference
o the progress of Masonic Institutions in this country. The work will be very scceptable
to every member of this ancient body.’’—Bristol Standard.

¢ A work highly i ing, ini te inf tion of all the r kable occur-
ences and events during the period to which it refers ; and therefore must become a value
able record, hiﬁhly acceptable to the Order, emanating, as it does, from an author of so high
and established reputation as the Rev. Brother, whose literary productions have extend
Jike the Order to which it refers, all over the surface of the universe.’’— Lincoln Standard.
¢ The work is well written, and Dr. Oliver has drawn an exceedingly good comparison
tween Masonry on its revival in England a century and a quarter ago, and Masonry
the p day.”’—Fr * Monthly Magazine,

"In one thick vol., 12mo., price 13s. (post free), Masonie gilt cloth boards
16s. half-calf gilt, or 18s. handsomely bound in
blue calf, Masonic gilt tooling,

ILLUSTRATIONS OF MASONRY,

BY THE LATE WILLIAM PRESTON, ESQ.,
PAST MASTER OF THE LODGE OF ANTIQUITY, ACTING BY IMMEMORIAL CONSTITUTION,
A New Edition with Copious Notes, and bringing the History of Free-
masonry down to the year 1829, by the Rev. GeorGk OLiver, D.D., late
D.P.G.M. for Lincolnshire, &c.

To which is added Dr. OLiver’s ¢‘ HisTorY oF FREEMASONRY,”’ from
1829 to 1841.

THE ORIGIN OF THE ROYAL ARCH DEGREE; with a Litho-

mhic Engraving of an ancient Royal Arch Tracing-board lately
iscovered in the city of Chester. 8vo., price 2s. 6d. (Post free.)

THE INSIGNIA OF THE ROYAL ARCH DEGREE, Illustrated and
Explained. With several Woodcuts. 8vo., price 2s. (Post free.)

*4* The Origin and Insignia of the R. A. Degree may be had bound
tegether in cloth boards, price 5s. 6d. (post free).




PUBLISHED BY BRO. B, SPENCER, 36, GREAT QUEREN STREET.

Just published, in 12mo., price 5s. (post free), a new Edition,
considerably enlarged, of

THE BOOK OF THE LODGE AND OFFICERS' MANUAL ;

TO WHICH IS ADDED,
A CENTURY OF MASONIC APHORISMS,

Calculated for General Instruction and the Improvement of a Masonic Life.
With an Engraved Emblematical Frontispiece.

This Handbook is intended as a Guide to all the Ceremonies incidental to
the Order, which can consistently be committed to print, from the foundation
to the cape-stone of a Lodge, and will include specific directions on every
point of ordinary and extraordinary occurrence in its internal management,
classed under the following beads :— .

ParT 1.—CEREMONIES.—Chap. 1. What is Masonry ?—3. The Lodge.—3. Building
Ritual.—4. Foundation Stone.—5. Decorations.—6. Name.—7. Consecration.

Part IL.—DISCIPLINE.—Chap. 1. Aphorisms.—2. Pillar of Wisdom.—3. Pillar of

Strength and Beauty.—4. Tracing-Board, E.A.P.—5. Tracing-Board, F.C. and M.M.—
6. Labour and Refreshment.

¢¢ When Doctors in Diviniti sit quietly down to write hand-books, it is p clear
that their object is uﬁlit{, and not fame. In fact, a literary reputation would er be
Jowered than advanced by such a course; currente rota cur urceus exit. The author
the ¢ Book of the Lodge* has therefore a double claim on the gratitude of the F' ity,
for devoting his time to a subject of such i ful in which their benefit has
alone been consulted. The book is likely to become a text-book to the Fraternity ; for its
ractical utility cannot be denied. The ¢ Craftsman,’ and * Trestle-Board,” which are the
and-books of the United States, do not compete with it; for they are principally al')l?‘:ied
to the working of Masonry in the Lodge, and very little is said about ceremonies. ere
is not a single class of Brethren amongst those who are ever so slightly disposed to id
the science worth cultivating, who will not find a fund of i and instruction in
one or other of its divisions. The subjects have been judiciously chosen and scientifically
di d, and the directions are so clearly given, that any Brother of ordinary intelligence
will find no difficulty in und di

g them.”’—Fr ® Quarterly Review.

Demy 8vo., price 1s. 6d.,

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE WITHAM LODGE,
No. 374,
Holden in the City of Lincoln ; with a Description of the Ceremonial used

at the levelling of the Foundation Stone of a New Masonic Hall, and the
Sermon preached on the occasion, 15th April, 1841.

¢ It would be well for many Lodges, if the honourable example of our Revf. ‘l;rother
o <

were more generally adopted, It is by man idered that the t
meetings will not bear the lifht; this most d notion is dang at once to the peace
and good order of the whose 1 conduct and their affairs should always be

86 conducted as to court the more critical examination of the profane world. 1n this case
the Minute Book of the Lodge has been examined, and many interesting data are given.
But the glmn objeet of the hiator{ is, to comprise within its limits the founding of &
Masonic Hall, which took place on the 15th April, 1841, under the happiest auspices, and on
which ion a was preached bs the Rev. Dr. Oliver, D.P.G.M. of the province.
The discourse is replete with the soundest moral truth, and { ibl bi

the holy b ies of Christianity with Fr s SAd * * < After the ban uet,
the 1 add braced all that moral eloquence, combined with true social fee‘}ing,
could possibly effect. The speech of the Rev. Doctor was especially brilliant; and that of
8ir E. Lytton B , Bart., was kable for its eloque This ¢ Brief History® we
recommend fo_t gqemr;l |lm-unl. and hope to find many similar emanations from the Craft.””

Fr uarterly R

A PORTRALIT of the Rev. Dr. OLIVER, engraved on Steel, in Masonic
Costume, size 9 by 5 inches. Price 1s., or 1s. 6d. on India Paper.
Also, another PORTRAIT,

Taken from the life by Bro. O. G. Rejlander, engraved on Stone by the Artist.
Size 11 by 8 inches. Price 5s. plain, 7s. 6d. on India Pape:;

a



WORKS ON FREEMASONRY, BY DR. OLIVER,

Foolscap 8vo., price bs. 6d. cloth (post free),

THE STAR IN THE EAST;

SHOWING

THE ANALOGY WHICH EXISTS BETWEEN THE LECTURES OF MASONRY,
THE MECHANISM OF INITIATION INTO ITS MYSTERIES,
AND THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION.

This new edition has undergone a thorough revision, and is illustrated by a
coplous addition of Notes, &c., as will be more clearly shown by the Author’s

PaeracE To THIS EDITION.

¢ A new edition of this work is now presented to the Masonic public. 1t
bas been long called for, and its delay has been owiog to other and more
geressing avocations. I hope, however, that its appearance in a new form will

acceptable to the Craft. The additions, which are principally in the form
of Notes, will be found to contain much novel information, alike illustrative
of the subject and of the present state of the Author’s feelings on this import-
ant question. A great revolution bas taken place in the public mind on all
points connected with Freemasonry since the first publication of this little
manual, which is decidedly favourable to the view here taken of the connection
which subsists between Masonry and Religion ; and the addition of some high
suthorities will not diminish its value. My inquiries have been directed to
one object—the discovery of truth; and increasing years and experience, as
well as a more extensive reading, have tended to strengthen my opinion that
the oonclusions are correct. I commit myself, therefore, once more to the
Judgment of my Brethren, assured of an impartial tribunal and an indulgent
sentence. “G. 0.

¢ Scopwick Vicarage.” .

“ Of all Dr. Oliver's works we eannot but eonsider this as THE gem, contained in a
casket of sterling value, of which the lock and key are of superior workmanship. ‘The
authorities which Dr. Oliver has brought, not so much in aid as correlative proof of his
clear and undeniable truths, sre placed in honourable position. It is impossible to offer
any other opinion on the 8TA® IN THE EAsT, which we have read with a grateful sense
of the obligation conferred on the Craft, than that it is a shining light, by which the
Apprentice, the Craftsman, the Master, and the perfect Master, may equally sce their
way.’ '~—Freomasons’ Quarterly Review.

In Foolscap 8vo., price 5s. cloth (post free),
A MIRROR FOR THE JOHANNITE MASONS,

IN A SBRIES OF LETTRRS TO -
THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE EARL OF ABOYNE,

2.G.M, FOR NORTHAMPTON AND HUNTINGDON, ETC.

CONTENTS,

Ledter 1. Tntroductory.—2. A Few Objections to the Masonic Parallelism
of the two St. Johns refuted.—3. Enquiry whether the Patro; of Masonry
was originally vested in the two St. Johns during the Last , or at
any Earlier 5enod—-4 Reasons why St. Jobn the Baptist is esteemed &
Patron of Masonry.—5. Reasons why St. John the Evangelist is esteemed a
Patron of Masonry.—6. The Parallelism explained.—7. Enquiry whether
the Patronage of Masonry in the hands of these two Christian Saints be
strictly conformable with the Construction and Character of the Order.—
8. Recanitulation.



PUBLISHED BY BRO. R. SPENCER, %6, GREAT QUEEN STREET.
In 12mo., price 7s. 6d. (post free), Masonic gilt cloth,

A DICTIONARY OF SYMBOLICAL MASONRY,
IncLupIiNG TRE RovAL ARcH DEGREE;

According to the System prescribed by the Grand Lodge, and Supreme
Grand Chapter of England.

Compiled from the best Masonic Authorities.

PREFACE.

It will be unnecessary to detain the reader for a single moment, b; atiating on the
value of a work like the present. Its utility cannot f:i\‘l‘fo be muver; yﬂ ltted, and the
only wonder is, that amidst the endless variety of di and

glossaries, with which the p age ab , Symbolical Masonry, as pmmed in this
eonntry, should have ined so long without an inte book of refe y d

and ible form of a chnoury
An :del of the absolute benefit arising from such a publication, ap 0 have been
ined on the Continent nearly a century ago, when M. Fleury pul luhed his ‘‘ Dice
tionnaire de 1’Ordre de la Félielté ”? for the use of the Androgyne Lodge-. as they were
then denominated, or lodges which and of

either sex.
A few years later, P i published a * Dicti ire Mytho- éﬂqun;" lndt.here
the matter rested for the remainder of the century. It is higl babl

tha
tion was not mmmenﬁve, or it would doubtless have been inﬁowed up by -umlu publi-
on other b hes of the

In 1805 the attempt was renewed h{ Chomel, who gave to the world an

“ Voubnlmn des Francs-Magouns,’” which was translated into Italian by Vi;noul.
ded bya dious work, edited under the

vhich he called a ** Dictionnaire Mlc;onmque, ou Recueil des Esquisses de toutes !u Parties
de I’Edifice connu sous le Nom de Mu;onnene, &e. P lnd in Germany, about the same
period, Bro. G. . Lenning pnblnhed his ¢ Encykl der 1.’  We find also
the germ of a y in the N 6rdre Alplubéuqne, des Pnndme Rim.
Coteries, Sociétés, Secrets, et Grades M. n France ou dans I’ Etranger,’’?
inserted by Thory in the first volume of the ** Acta Luomorum »

The two most productions of this class, are the ‘ Freimaurer Lexicon,’” of
Gadicke, and the * Lexicon of Freemasonry,”” by Dr. Mackey, Grand Secretary of the
Gnnd Lodge of South Carolina, U.S. But although these publications are exceedingly

d, yet their ics eerve to render them only partially interest-
“5&0 the Enguh Fntemty. They dwell too largely on consistorial, upimh.r, ineffable,
Y, to be ad tothemteofmmmentcnftnmn and it is
th efore believed that a bul of terms peculinto Symbolled Masonry, and arran ‘Sd
in alphabetical order, for the of , will prove an accep
boon to the British Freemason.

It will be appmt at a single glance, that the plan I bave adopted, is to give the best
definitions from the best writers, with the name of the mthor tttu:hedtouch article.
This method has becn uitwu thought g the Fraternity
‘would have idered the expl of an i 1al Brother to p that b

authority with which e book of reference ought to be invested.
l have selected from Gadicke’s German Lexicon, which bas been so well tnuhtedhy
. ‘Watson in the ** Freemasons’ Quarterly Review,” all the matter which apg
Symbolizul Masonry ; because it is ofgreat value as an ;‘ , that h

Masonry may have been ab d by the of designing men, it oﬁllreuuntho

iated by the ient F . For those articles that are
namejess, 1 am myself mponnble they are either mgmd, or selected from one or othsr
of my pui)llunom.

On an attentive perusal of the work, the reader mll find that the Mnmm have bm
studiously contracted into as brief & space as
order to increase the number of words, and make the book more genenlly usefal. lt
contains a summary view of the whole System of Blue Mason: r{ by a careful condensation
of all that has been ever written on the subject; intelligible to the Fntermty, and
mysterious to the e. And my purpose will be effectually d, if
tions here given of the technical and other terms of Masonry, shall prove of -uﬂcmtvuhe
to induce the superficial Brother to increase his stock of knowledge by a reference to other
works, where the mbjoeﬁ are more copiously handled ; or to confirm the more advanced
Mason in thn tnuh those sacred principles, to the -tudy of which he has devoted his

ly clonng tdm shall be—-he who is ambitious of becoming & good Mason, mnt work,
with F; , FERVENCY, nnd ZEAL.

GEORGE OLIVER, D.D. 1




WORKS ON FREEMASONRY, BY DR, OLIVER,

Just published, in one thick volume, 12mo., price 9s. 6d. (post free),

THE REVELATIONS OF A SQUARE;

EXHIBITING A GRAPHIC DISPLAY

OF THE

Supings wmd Boings of Eminent Free wd Becepted Hlusoms,

Revival in 1717 by Dr. Desaguliers

TO THE

Re-union in 1813 by their R.H. the Dukes of Kent and Sussex.

M18CUIT UTILE DULcL.—Hor.

CONTENTS.

CurArTER I.—THE REVIVAL.
Dr. Dessguliers—1717-1722.

II,—ATTACK AND DEFENCE.
Dr. Anderson—1723-1740.

111.—PROCESSIONS.
Martin Clare—1740-1747.

IV.—THE SCHISM.
Dr. Manningham—1747-1760.

V.—TESTS.
Entick, Hesletine, Calcott, Hutchinson—
: 1760-1769

VI—IT RAINS!
Dunckerley—1770-1771.

VIL—-DISCIPLINE.

Cuarter IX.—FIRE!!!
Capt. Smith—1779-1785.

X.—SECRETS,
Noorthouck—1785-1790.

XI—CHARLATANS,
Tegart—1790-1794.
XII.—COWAN 8,
Dent—1794-1798.

XI1I{I1.~BEGGING MASONS.
Jones—1798-1800.

XIV.~LEGENDS.
Rev, Jethroo Inwood—1800-1808.

XV.—LADY MASONS,
Meyrick, Shadbolt—1808-1810.

Dr. Dodd—1772-1777.

VIII,.—DISPUTES AND SQUABBLES.
Preston—1777-1779.

XVI.—THE SCHISM HEALED.
Dr. Hemming—1810-1813,

—

EMBELLISHED WITH CURIOUS ENGRAVINGS.

The above work must not be accounted fabulous and without authority
because its contents are communicated through an imaginary medium. The
author is possessed of authentic vouchers for every transaction, and he is not
aware that a single event has either been misrepresented, or heightened in

‘colouring or perspective. This book contains a true picture of the
manners, customs, usages, and ceremonies of successive periods during the
eighteenth century, drawn from the actual working of Lodges, and enlivened
by numerous anecdotes of the Master Spirits of the several ages in which
. they respectively flourished, and under whose active and judicious superin-
.tendence Freemasonry reaped vast improvements, and attained a high pre-
ponderating influence and merited celebrity. The work will, therefore,
unquestionably prove a welcome addition to the meagre history of Masonry
during the same period, which proceeded from the pen of Bro. Preston,
and which, in fact, is almost the only register to which we can refer fora
knowledge of the very important events that distinguished Freemasonry from
the revival to the re-union of ancient and modern Masonry. .

-
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DR. OLIVER'S FAREWELL TO MASONRY.
In Demy 8vo., Price 10s. 6d., Masonic gilt clotA boards,

THE SYMBOL OF GLORY;
SHOWING THE OBJECT AND END OF FREEMASONRY,
IN THIRTEEN LECTURES.

Each specifically dedicated by & written address, to the W. M., Officers, and Brethren of
one of the Thirteen Lodges of which the Author is an h y b

With an Allegorical Frontispiece by Bro. J. Harris.

‘“OLD MEN MAY BE PERMITTED TO SPEAK LONG, BECAUSE IN THE COMMON COURSE
OF NATURE THEY CANNOT HAVE LONG TIMB TO SPEAK.'’—Sir Waller Scoté.

CONTENTS.
VALBDICTORY ADDRESS TO THE SUBCRIBERS BY NAME; containing s ruoml narra-
tive of the motives which induced the Author to become an expositor of Masonry, and
produced the series of publications of which this is intended to be the Cape-stone and

Crown.
Lecture 1.—On the Present State of the Masonic Science— Epistle Dedicatory to the
Grand Master, Grand Officers, and Members of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, U.8.
Lee. 11,—On the Poetry and Philosophy of menon;y— istle i to the
« W.M., Officers, and Brethren of the Lodge Social Friendship, Madras, No. 826,
Lec. 111.—A few Ob{er!;ﬁo}\-‘ on the Lodge Lectures, with some Instructions how to

[} p ge of them—Epistie dedicatory to the Bank of England
I&ge, lmd:ht: No. 329. P i &

Lec. IV.—On Doctrines contained in the Lodge Lectures—Epistle dedicatory to the
Shakspeare Lodge, Warwick, No. 356.

Lec. V.~The Twelve Definitions of thd Circle and Parallel Lines considered—Epistle
dedicatory to the Witham Lodge, Lincoln, No. 374.

Lec. VI.—Enquiry into the true Meaning of the Circle and Parallel Lines—Epistle dedi-
catory to St. Peter’s Lodge, Wolverhampton, No. 607.

Lec. VII.—The Three Great Lights at the Foot of the Masonic Ladder explained, with
& description of the Ladder and its accompaniments—Epistle dedicatory to St. George's
Lo“e, ontreal, No. 643.

Lee. VIII.—On the Theological Virtues and their application to Freemasonry—Epistle

- dedicatory to St. Peter’s Lodge, Peterborough, No. 646.

Lec. 1X.—Explanation of the Cloudy Canopy and its attendant Symbols at the Summit of
the Ladder—Epistle dedicatory to the First Lodge of Light, Birmingham, No. 689.

Lec. X.—Application of the Cloudy Ca:l?dpy and its attendant Symbols to
Epistle dedicatory to the Royal Standard Lodge, Kidderminster, No. 730.

Lee. X1.—Enquiry into the true Masonic Reference of the Blaging Star—Epistle dedica-
toriw the Lodge Rising Star of Western India, BnmbaJ: on the Regiatry of Scotland.

Lec. X11.—General Import of the Symbol of Glor{—-Eph e dedicatory to the Lodge Light
of the North, bopdonderry ;ENiol.tl on the Registry of Ireland.

g piatie dedi

Lec. XI111.—Recap d y to the Lodge of Hope and Charity, Kidder.
- minster, No. 538.

EXTRACT FROM THE FIRST LECTURE.
“The times in which we live are peculiarly ch iged by preb q
and ingenious speculations for the improvement of Science; and while Electricity and
Chemistry, Steam and GFu, and Machinery of every kind, are umut‘liy envﬁig‘ed in a con-
i iority, B 1

for sup y. 'y must not pause on the thresbol e the world
moves on in an uninterrupted ds perfecti must not stand still ;

P P Masonry
for if she hesitates eyer so little, time will pass and she will be distanced in the race.”
SIC ITUR AD ASTRA.

¢ No Member of the Masonic body has done more to advance the principles of the Order
the writer of this book, who has proved that this fraternal system is based on the
noble-t principles, and calculated, when carried out according to its primeeval intentions,
to be the handmaid of true religion. We will not attempt to explain the object of this,
the last, as we regret to hear, of the many excellent treatises which Dr. Oliver haa written.
This much, however, we must say: first, that whoever reads it, be he a member of the
mystic tie or not, will derive much pl from its hes, and a large amount of
instruction. The book is elegantly printed, and deserves the amount of patronage which
* an influential subscription-list proves has been awarded to it by the Masonic Brethren, in
.&oken of their esteem for one who has indeed faithfuily and sealously perf d his allotted
task in his day and generation.”’—Bell’s Messenger. See also Freemasons® Quarter’

Magagine and Review, the Morning Herald, and other Periodicals.

. s




WORKS ON FREEMASONRY, BY DR. OLIVER,

THE PUBLISHER’S ADDRESS TO THE FRATERNITY,

On reprinting new Editions of the Theocratic Philosophy of Free-
masonry, and Signs and Symbols.

Tazsz valuable Masonic Works of Dr. Oliver having been out of print some N
Bro. Spencer takea this opportunity of announcing, that the Author has p or the
i euénl emendations and

mmedxdnm.vmmuh improved, bg an illugs
ng what may have appeared obacure, and adding the results of increased on
and ex; , to augment their value and render them more worthy of acceptance.

There is nothing under the sun—except the works of the Creator, which areall perfect—
that is not susceptible of gradual and successive improvements. Everything is constantly
moving forward towards perfection, but it will not be consul till Death has drawn

Il-uﬁn round us all, dthntuwfnlﬂn&ofmmnhnexpendedthahlt arrow
n his quiver, and resigned his broken bow into the hand of expiring Time. Books, how
ingeniously soever they may have been originally com) iled, are subject tothe same unerr«
ing &:v:o of transition ; and every -ucmﬁve dnprim, dm-ing the life of the author at least,

kens of his industry and perseverance.
wsvhetherthhprina le has been succesafully carried out in the new Editions of these
‘Works, must be to the reader’s judgment.

Just published, in 12mo., price Seven Shillings (post-free), a new Edition,
with copious Notes by the Author,

SIGNS AND SYMBOLS;

ILLUSTRATED AND EXPLAINED IN A COURSE OF TWELVE
LECTURES ON FREEMASONRY.

LECTURE I.—INTRODUCTION.

The ancient symbolical system, as it is developed in this Lecture, is well
worthy of a Mason's attention.

LECTURE 11.—ON THE ALL-SEEING EvE.

An awful subject of contemplation, and illustrated by a display of 1
.B‘;: serious disquisition that cannot fail to be profitable to every wen.m
ther

LECTURE III.—ON THE SERPENT.

The origin and secret reference of this symbol in Freemasonry
satisfactorily elucidated. are here

LECTURE IV.—Ox THE CHERUBIM.

This truly Masonic symbol is copiously considered in all its significant
bearings ; and, by the mode of treatment here adopted, an abstruse subject
is simplified by detached explanations of its component parts.

LECTURE V.—O~ TaE DELUuGE.

The Flood and its accompaniments have given many appropriate symbols
to Freemasonry, which are illustrated in the present %ﬂomx;’:hm
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LECTURE VI.—O~x TRE MystERIOUS DARKNESS OF THE THIRD
DEGREE.
An interesting subject eatisfactorily explained ; with an accomt
of the emblems of the Third Degree, and their application to the various
incidents by which it is distinguished.

LECTURE VII.—ON~ THE THREE P:Luns—Wxsnou. STRENGTH, AND
BeavTY.
These celebrated supporters of a Lodge are described with all their genn.
ine attributes of power.

LECTURE VIII.—ON THE MAsoNic LADDER.

In this Lecture it is shown, that a similar mode of ascent to heaven was.
used in all ancient nations, both Jew and Gentile.

LECTURE IX.—O~ tHE PoINT WITHIN A CIRCLE.
Replete with learning and research.

LECTURE X.—ON THE MAsoNic APRON.

This badge of innocence is traced to its origin, and it appears to have been:
used amongst all nations and people from the beginning of time.

LECTURE XI.—ON~N tHE GOVERNMENT OF THE LODGE.

An important subject, and worthy the attention of every Brother who is-
desirous of establishing a Masonic reputation.

LECTURE XII.—ConNcrusioN or THE Coursk.

It contains an explanation of many symbols which were not included in
the plan of the preceding Lectures.

The INDEX points out that Three Hundred Symbols have been illustrated in
the body of the Work.

When the first Edition of this work was published, I received several
hunﬁred letters of commendation from the Fraternity, which encouraged me
to proceed in my design of elucidating the general principles of the Craft:
assured, in common with many other scientific Brethren in various parts of
the globe. that the principles, history, and tmhhons of the Order are, and.
ought to be, subjects of free discussion.—G. O

“ 'rhu book is we}l written, and meﬁu a place in every gentleman’s library, whether he-
her or not.”’—G

o We hope mough has been md to iniuee every Brother, who would be really a Mason,

volume ; and we can, in fraternal sincerity, nmnhlnthlthi- uisition

the
be tlcwel beyond price. T«aonr learned Brother, g‘e Rev. Dr Ollver, we una

offer the
the heh shown,—for the »| m:mt of inulligen good-mll nnd true piezy,
which, while they shed & s luswre round Symbols,’ teach the heart the
Mason to love, and the soul to praise and mﬂ,ﬂh‘holinﬂnndnhum
W Quarterly Review.



WORKS ON FREEMASONRY, BY DR. OLIVER,

o

Just published, in 12mo., price 7s., (post free), a New Edition, with
Additional Notese and Illustrations,

THE THEOCRATIC PHILOSOPHY OF
FREEMASONRY.

IN TWELVE LECTURES ON ITS SPECULATIVE, OPERATIVE, AND
SPURIOUS BRANCHES.

Lecrurk 1.—Speculative Masonry examined under its Denomination
of % Luz”
Lecture shows in what manner Light is identified with l-‘reemlu;nrn and the

This
evidenees adduced in f of the proposition have been selected from authentic docu-
waents, Heathen as -J:'Jm.h. P

2.—View of Speculative Ma:émyasaSyatmquharity.
The operation of this promi Masonie Virtue is discussed in all its forms.

3.— The Perfection to which Operative or Scientific Masonry was carried
: tn the earliest times.

‘We have here some of the great principles of Fi traced to a early period
in the history of man, as a reply to the objections which are so confld ";f{uged’ gainst
our claims to antiquity.

4.-- Historical Account of the Origin, Progress, and Design of the
. Spurious Frcen;asm'y. ’

This will be found an interesting Lecture to all who are desirous of tracing the resem -
blance between the true and the spurious Freemasonry.

. 5.—On the Origin of Hieroglyphics.

me‘n aspire to the character of “‘a bright Mason'’ who is ignorant of sym-
ol learning ; and here he is furnished with P t instruction in that pleasing
study.

8.- -Ezemplification of the Symbols used in those Spurious Institutions
which attasned the most permanent celebrity in the Ancient World.

Hieroglﬂphiel are applied in the Sixth Lecture to the spurious Freemasonry; and the
reader will find an ample field of research open to him in illustration of curious

7.—The True Freemasonry in all Ages shown to have been « Veiled in
‘ Allegory and Tlustrated by Symbols.”
The same mﬂ?lm‘ﬁnned‘by : ‘:cp!lcmion‘of the doctrine to our system of Free-

masonry; and d useful )
amply repay an attentive . g snd us information, that will
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8.—1 1y whether the Union Operative Mason
. :z'aooomphckedatmbuﬁayowaSdomonaTmpk ’y
Will be resd with profit and pleasure by every , for it contains much

valuable information on the dhpoudonmdwotkin‘o(thc pntthobnﬂdingo(&olo—
mon’s Temple,

—

9.— The Details of this famous Edifice considered for the purpose o
shotcing that the above Union conveyed essential bm{;rn to g«mhndf

The above nheethhmuwndedtondueﬂpmo(thew: and contains & series
of facts which every Mason ought to

10.—On the Form and Dupoomm of a Masons' Lodge.

In this Lectuare the occult principles of a Lodge are copiously elucidated in a plain and
familiar manner.

11.—On the Ceremonies ifdi“gminq, Closing, Labour, and

On these subjects the Eleventh Lecture is abundantly explanatory.

‘12.—The Beawuties of Freemasonry ezemplified, and its iar cere-
monies and obmammdmmto iciously selected, rationally
maintained, and highly advantageous to those who are versed in
their moral and cymgolwal references.

‘The concluding Lecture illustrates Labour and Refreshment ; the Three D egeu
Clondy

Greater and Lesser Lights; thehn oflhwnry,the'l‘reel’mn-
‘Canopy ; East and West Processions ; H many other

The CoroLLARY contains a General Review of the Subject.

“To a Lodge possessed of the means t its own bers of elucidating the
‘beauties of Freemuonry in tha worhnf y thh work is  most vllulhle. It illus.
trates much that these coll eave imperfect, an of still greater
vwalue to the proficient. And to a Lodge lgnount of or but plmﬂly vemd in those
Masonic expositions, the Twelve L are y indisp bl How many a
young and zealous Mason might diffuse delight and i t to his B by

reading aloud one of the Twelve Lectures at each monthly meeting of the Lodge. Who
is there who can quietly estimate the benefits which would arise to Freemasonry from
emulation thus excited ; md what better use could be made of these beautiful results of
is f the ise of the rare talents with which the Almi ghty
Architect of the uni has blessed him—who has thus placed them at our du”Boul
their unimldmm, we hope to see a grateful and moat

Qu
‘m- should still be sceptical—if O.hey want any more to convince them that this silent
system is maintained for some and wise pi then we would recommend a
perusal of this work, which, d ough it may nei er exphiu nor simplify, must ereate
and not by the power of its argument and reasoning, of which it
has plenty when it is necessary to exhibit it—not by the P'uuc-l character of its matter,
in which it no doubt abounds to the initiated—but simply by the tone of charity,
‘benevolence, and good-will to all, which is no less apparent in the writin, 'F than in the
conduct of the learned author. It is impossible to rise from this book without saying,
¢ Although there is much that is incomprehensible here, yet there is enough, and more
than enough, to convince me that that system must be & pure one which numbers such
2 writer among its leaders.’ **—Staffordshire Esaminer.

rY)




. MASONIC WORKS PUBLISHED BY

Lately published, in One Volume, post 8vo., Price 7s. 6d., bound in cloth,
A WORK OF SINGULAR AND VARIED INTEREST,

ENTITLED

STRAY LEAVES -

FROM

A FREEMASON’S NOTE-BOOK.
BY A SUFFOLK RECTOR.

CONTENTS.

me I.~Sm WiLLiAx Wzss Forrxrr IN EazLy Lirx.—This Chapter will be

to the hren of Devon; it refers to that able hwyer

and emmblo Mason’s early fxfe the reverend author was s school-fellow and personal

friend of the late distinguished Attomey-Gcnenl. i

CI;% lI.—'l‘n: So:.mn Mason.—A curious narrative of n le and principle. A

Life. ‘‘Asamilitary manI can say, and I from experience, that

I have kno'm many soldiers who were Masons : I never kne' 2 good Mason who was &
bad soldier.”’—Lord Combermere, P.G.M. for Cheshire.
Chap. 111.—THE ANTI-MASONIC VICAR.—A remarkable sto:

Chap. 1V.—Taz Cursk or TALENT.—Edmund Kean md Dr. IAnt Carpenter.

Chap. V.—CANNING IN B:ﬂnlnzn —Wh ing must alway
for the 1 reader.
Chap. VI.—A LiTenary Soizzx.—This Chapter is an t of the Author’s recollec-
ﬁm of & pnhhc day at Hurst and Robinson’s, m eminent publishers, when in their
at their hospitable board Sir Walter tt, Maturin, Lazetitia

u.md'- Hawkins, the two Miss Porters, the Authoress of ** Rome in the 19th Century,”
Gifford the Reviewer, tha ill-fated Colton, Sir Thomas Lawrence, President of the Royal

Academy, &ec.

Chap, VI1.—TERE MEASURE METED OUT TO OTHERS MEJED TO US AGAIN.—An inter-
esting and thrilling tale: it originally appeared in Blackwood’s Magasine, and caused
at the time much senaation.

Chap, VIII.—TrE FOREIGN SORCERESS AND THE BRITISH STATESMAN.,—An Episode
m the career of Canning and Huskisson.

. IX,—~N1pus PassEruM, OoR THE ‘‘ SPARROWR’S NEST’ AT IPSWicH.—This
pm will have its bait for the Ipswich and Suffolk Masons ; Mr. Sparrowe being a
well-known member of the Craft, and his house one of the most splendid pieces of anti-
quity in the county ; including interesting yameuhu of the discovery, in the early part
e present centary, of a concealed loft, supposed to have been the hiding-place of

King Charles I1. after the battle of Worcester.

CAap. X.—A Masox 1x HicH PLACRS, Bisuopr GRiswoLD.—A Chapter to interest the
Brethren of the New World.

. XI.~—A SOVEREIGN ; A LADY IN WAITING ; AND A SECERET.

Chap, X11.—L1STON ; OR, ‘THE MELANCHOLY oF MizTa. 5

Chap. XI11.—-Tae JusYMAN Mason.—A Ch pter of striki t

Chap. XIV.—A Mason’s HoME ; NEWSTEAD ABBEY AND Cox.onn W:Lmuu.-—-m

pter will interest the Craft in 1, the N Masons in particular, as
it contains some striking traits of character of the late Most Worshipful Grand Master,
the Duke of Sussex, a frequent guest of the hospitable Colonel, including also Queen
Victoria, the Duke of Wellington, &c. &c.

Chap. XV.~THSE LATE REV. OBERT LYNAM AND THE PrIzs IN THE CHURCH.

Chap, XVI.—A GRAND MasTER'S ANCESTRAL HALLS; HASTINGS AND DONNINGTON.—
This Ch will i the old Lei and those who remember the
celebrated Earl Moirs, first Marquis of Hastings, & late much-beloved Grand Maaster.

Chap. XVII.—HALF A DozEx WoRDS ABOUT THE PooOR.

Chap, XVIII,—TuE TaUr PoLICY OF THE ORDER,

¢ It contains many  leaves’ which will be read with interest.”’—Sunday Times.
¢ A volume of light and agreeable 1-euli.u§n evidently from the pen of one who has mixed
é‘ and freely with men of genius and high politieal influence, and who is acquainted
various phases of modern society. ”—Dougla. Jerrold’s Nei

¢ The work contains some t men of pruent day. In
short, the Suffolk Rector has produced a work whu:h by making it revolve entirely round
persons of note fﬂmlur to the ruder, and by a skilfal mixture of truth and fiction, fixes
the reader y.””—John Bull.

“ Who would nnt vi.nh such a book to have a mie sale? We most eordnllyjo and
can * has many merits to recommend it to the public.”’—Literary Gazette,
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